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HE vittory, which the earl of Richmond gained at Bofworth over 148 ... 
Richard the third, was entirely decifive ; being attended, as well with Auguft ~z. 
the total rout and difperfion of the royal army, as with the death of the 

King himfelf. The joy of fo great fuccefs fuddenly prompted the foldiers, in 
the field of battle, to beftow on their viCtorious general the appellation of King, 
which he had not hitherto affumed; and the acclamations of Long live lienry the Acceffion of 
Je7.enth, by a natural and tmpren1editated movement, refounded from all quar- Henry VII. 
ters. To beflow fome appearance of formality on this fpecies of military election, 
Sir \ViHiam Stanley brought a crown of ornament, which Richard wore in battle, 

B and 
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Chap. I. and which had been found among the fpoils; and he put it on the head of the 
14B5. conqu ror. Henry himfelf remained not in fufpenfe; but immediately, without 

htfitation, accepted of the magnificent prefent, which was. tendered him. He 
was come to the great crifis of his fortune; and being obliged fuddenly to deter
mine himfelf, amidft great difficulties, which he xnuft have frequently revolved 
in his mind, he chofe that party, which his ambition fuggefted to him, and to 
which he feemed to be conducted by his prefent profperous fuccefs. 

His title to the THERE were many titles, on which Henry could found his right to the 
crown. throne; but no one of them free from great objections, if confidered, either with 

refpeCl: to juftice or to policy. 
DuRING fome years, I-Ienry had been r~garded as heir to the hol fe of Lancaf

ter, by the party attached to that family; but the title of the houfe of Lancafl:er 
itfelf to tl.e crown was generally efteemed to be very ill founded. Henry the 
fourth, who had firft raifed that family to royal dignity, had never clearly deter
n1ined the foundation of his claim; and while he plainly invaded the order of 
fucceffion, he had not acknowledged the eleCtion of the people. The Parliament 
had indeed often recognized the title of the Lancafhian princes ; but thefe votes 
had little authority, bei .,g confidered as inftances of prudent complaifance towards 
a family in poffeffion of prefent power: And they had accordingly been often 
reverfed during the late prevalence of the houfe ofYork. Prudent men alfo, who 
had been willing, for the fake of peace, to fubmit to any eftabli!hed authority, 

efired not to fee the claims of a family revived, which muft produce many con
:vulfions at prefent, and which disjointed for the future the whole fyftem of here
ditary right. Befides; allowing the title of the houfe of Lancafrer to be legal, 
Henry himfelf was not the true heir of that family ; and nothing but the obfti
nacy of faction, which never, without the utmofl: reluctance, will fubmit to their· 
antagonifts, could have engaged the partizans of that houfe to adopt the earl of 
Richmond as their head. His mother indeed, Margaret, countefs of Richmond, 
was fo]e daughter and heirefs of John duke of Somerfet, grandfon to John of 
Gaunt duke of Lancafter: But the birth of the firft of the Somerfet line was itfelf 
illegitin1ate and even adulterous. And tho' the duke of Lancafter had obtained 
the legitimation of his natural children by a patent of Richard the feq>nd, con
firmed in Parliament; it might juftly be doubted, whether this Deed could be
il:ow any title to the Crown; fince in the patent itfelf all the privileges conferred 
by it are fully enumerated, and the fucceffion to the kingdom, by being omitted, 
is thereby tacitly excluded. In all the fettlements of the crown, made during the 
reigns of the l ancafirian princes, the line of Somerfet had been entirely over
looked ; and i~ was not till the failure of the legitimate branch, that men had 
paid any attention to their claim. And to add to the general diffatisfaction againft 

I-Ienry's 
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---Ienry"s title, his mother, from whom he derived all his right, was frill alive; Chap. I. 
and evidently preceded him in the order of fucceffion. 1485. 

THE title of the houfe of York, both from the plain reafon of the cafe, and 
fron1 the late popular government of Edward the fourth, had obtained uni-
'erfaUy the preference in the fentiments of the people; and Henry might engraft 

his daim on the right of that family, by his intended marriage with the princefs 
Elizabeth, the heirefs of it; a marriage, which he had folemnly promifed to ce
lebrate, and to the expectation of which he had chiefly o :ved all his paft fucceffes. 
But many reafons diffwaded Henry from adopting this expedient. Were he to 
receive the _crown only in right of his fpoufe, his power, he knew, would ~every 
limited; and he muft expeCt rather to enjoy the bare title of king by a fpecies of 
courtefy, than poifefs the real authority which belongs to it. Should the princefs 
die before him without iffue, he nllrft defcend from the throne, and give place to 
the next in fuccefiion : And even, if hi bed !houlcl be bleft with offspring, it 
feemed dangerous to expect, that fiiiaj piety in his children would prevail over the 
ambition of obtaining refent poifeffion of regal power. An act of Parl:ament, 
indeed, might be eafily procured to fettle the crown 0!1 him during his life, but 
I-Ienry knew how tnuch fuperior the claim of fucceffion by blood was to the votes 
of an alfembly *, which had always been overborne by violence in the fhock of 
contending titles, and which had ever been more governed by the conjunCtures of 
the times, than by any confiderations derived from reafon or public intereft. 

THERE was yet a tuird foundation, on which Henry might refl: his claim, the 
right of conqueft, by his victory over Richard, the prefent poffeffor of the crown. 
But befides that Richard himielf was deemed no better than an ufurper, the army, 
which fought againfi him, confifted chiefly of Englif.hmen; and a right of con
quell over England could never be eU·ablifhed by fqch a victory. Nothing alfo 
would give greater umbrage to the nation than a claim of this nature ; which 
might be conftrued as an abolition of all their rights anct privileges, and the eft~1~ 
bliil1ment of defpotic authority in the fovereign t. William himfelf, the Nor
n1an, tho' at the head of a powerful and victorious army of foreigners, had at 
firfl: declined the invidious title of conqueror; and it was not till the full efta
blifument of his authority that he had ventured to advar.ce fo violent and dc-
ftructive a preten lion. . 

BuT Henry knew, that there was another foundation of authority, fornewhat 
refembling the right of conqueft, to wit, p:-efent .-poifdlion ; and that this title, 
guarded by vigour and ability, wotld be fufficient to E. cure perpet 1al poifeliion 
of the throne. l-Ie had before him the example of [-Ienry the fou;rh ; who, fup
I·Or ed by no better pretenfion, had fubJued many infurrections, and had at laft 
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<..:hap. I. been able to tranfmit the crown peaceably to his poil:erity. He was ienfible, that 
1 4-85· this title, which had been perpetuated tluo' three fuccefiions of the f.i mily of 

Lancafter, might ftill have fubfifted, notwithftanding the preferable claim of the 
houfe of York; had not the fcepter devolved into the hands of Henry the fixth, 
which were too fet ble to fuftain it. Infiructed by thefe recent experiences, I-Ien
ry was determined to put himfelf in prefent poffeffion of regal authority; and to 
fhow a:l oppofers, that nothing but force of arms and a fuccefsful war would be 
able to txpel him. His claim as heir to the houfe of Lancafter he was refol ved to 
advance; and never allow it to be difcuffed: And he hoped that this title, fa
voured by the partizans of that family, and feconded by prefent power, would 
fecure him a perpetual and an independant authority. 

THESE views of Henry are not expofed to much blame; becaufe founded on 
good policy, and even on a fpecies of neceffity: But there entered into all h ·s 

meafures and councils another motive, which admits not of the fame apology. 
King's preju- The violent contentions, which, during fo long a period, had been 1naintained 
dicehag~nfr between the rival families of York and Lancafter, and the many fanguinary re
~;rk~u c of venges which they had mutually exer~ifed on each other, had inflamed the oppo-

fite factions into a high pitch of animo!ity. H enry himfelf, who hac. feen moft of 
his near friends and relations periih in the field or on the fcaffold, and who had 
been expofed in his own perfon to many hardfhips and dangers, had imbibed a 
violent antipathy to the York party, which no time nor experience were ever able 
to efface. Inftead of embracing the prefent happy opportunity of abolifhing thefe 
fatal difiinEtions, of uniting his title with that of his fpoufe, and of beftowing 
favour indifferently on the friends of both families ; he carried into the throne all 
the partialities which belong to the head of a faction, and even the paffions, 
which are carefully guarded againft by every true politician in that fituation. 
To exalt the Lancaftrian party, to deprefs the retainers of the houfe of York 

' were ftill the favourite objects of his purfuit; and thro' the whole cour(e of his 
reign, he never forgot thefe early prepoffeffions. Incapable froo his natural 
temper of a more enlarg~d and ~or~ benevolent fy~em of policy, he expo fed 
himfelf to many prefent mconvemenc1es, by too anx10uDy guardin~ aO"ainil: that 
future poffible event, which might disjoin his title from that of =>th~ princefs 
whom he efpoufed. And while he treated the Y orkifts as enemies, he foon ren; 
dered them fuch, and taught them to difcufs that right to the crown, which he 
fo carefully kept feparate; and to perceive its weaknefs and invalidity. 

To thefe paffions of Henry, as well as to his fufpicious politics, we are to 
afcribe the meafure, which he embraced two days after the battle of Bofwonh 
Edward Plantagenet, earl of Warwic, fon to the unfortunate duke of Clarence · 
was detained in a fpecies of confinement at Sherif-Hutton in Y orldhire by th~ 

jealoufy 
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jcaloufy of his uncle, Richard; whofe tit!e to the throne was inferior to that of Chap. T. 
I+8)• 

the young prir.ce. vVarwic had now reafon to expect better treatment, as he was 
no obfiacle to the fucceffion either of Henry or El zabeth ; and from a boy of 
fuch tend r years no danger could reafonably be apprehended. But Sir P obert 
Willoughby \\ias difpatched by Henry with orders to take him from Sherif-Hut-
ton, to convey him to the Tower, and to retain him in clofe cufiody *. The 
fame mei1enger carried direCtions, that the princefs Elizabeth, who had been 
confined to the fame place, fhould be conduCted to London, in order to meet 
Henry, and tl:ere celebrate her efpoufals. 

I-IENR v himfelf fet out for the capital, and advanced by f!ow journies. Not 
to roufe the jealonfy of the people, he took care to avoid all appearance of mili
tary triumph; and fo to refirain the infolence of victory, that every thing about 
him bore the appearance of an efiabliiped monarch, making a peaceable pro
grefs thro' his don1inions, rather than of a prince who had opened a way to 
the throne by force of arms. The acclamations of the people were every where H' . c. 

1 • • IS 1oyru re-
loud, and no leis fincere and hearty. Befides the favour, naturally attendmg a ccption in 

young and viCtorious prince on his accefiion, the nation promifed themfelves London. 

great felicity f-om the new fcene, which opened before them. During the courfe 
of near a whole century the kingdom had been laid wail:e by domefiic wars and 
convulfions ; a.nd if at any time the noife of arms had ceafed, the found of faCtion 
and difcontent fiill threatened I?ew diforders. Henry, by his marriage with Eli-
zabeth, feemed to enfure an union of the contending titles of their families; and 
having prev ail~d over a hated tyrant, who had anew disjomted the fucceffion even 
of the houfe of York, and filled his own family with blood, an unfeigned favour 
was ob~ rved <:very where to attend him. Numerous and fplendid troo s of 
gentry and nobility accompanied his progre[s. The mayor and companies of 
London recei\ed him as he approached the city : The crouc1s of people and 
citizens were zealous in their expreffions of fatisfaetion. But I-Ienry, amiclft: 
thefe general dfufions of joy, difcovered frill the il:atelinefs and refer~c of his 
temper, which made him fcorn to court popularity : I-Ie entered London in a 
clofe chariot, :md gratified not the people v. ith the fight of their new monarch. 
1-le went firil: to St. Paul's church, where he offered up the ftandards, taken in 
the field of ba:tle; and fung orifons for the viCtory, which he had there obtained. 
He departed thence to the bifhop of London's palace, where lodgings wae pre. 
pared for him. 

BuT Henry did not fo much n~glect the favour of the people, as to delay 
giving them arfurance of his marriage with the princefs Elizabeth, which he 

knew 
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knew to be fo paffionately defired by the whole nation. On his leaving Britanny, 

he had artificially dropt fome hopes, that, if he ihou1d fuc~eed in his enterprize, 

and obtain the crown of Engl~nd, he would efpoufe Anne, the heirefs of that 

dutchy; and the report of this engagement had already reached England, an'd had 

begot anxiety in the people, and even in the princefs Elizabeth herfelf. Henry 

took care to diffipate tbefe apprehenfions, by folemnly renewing, before the 

cmH1Cil and principal nobility, the promife, which he had already given, to cele

bnite his marriage with Elizabeth. But th<?' bound by honour, as well as intereft, 

to ccmpleat this alliance, he was refo1ved to poftpone it, till the ceremony of his 

own coronation !hould be finirned, and till his title fhould be recognized by the 

Parliament. Anxious frill to fl.1 pport his perfonal and hereditary right to the 

throne, he dreaded left a preceding marriage with the princefs fhould imply a 

participation of fovereignty in her, and raife doubts of his own title by the houfe 

of Lancafter. 

1_,H ER 1: raged at that time in London, and other parts of the kingdom, a fpecies 

Swcatingfick- of Malady, unknown to any oth~r age or nation, the Sweating fickne[<;, whic~ 
.ncfs. occafioned a fudde11 death to great multitudes; tho' it was not propagated by any 

contagious infection, but arofe fr01n the general difpofition of the air and of the hu

man body. In lefs than twenty-four hours the patient corr.monly died or recovered; 
but when the pefiilence had committed ravages for a few weel·s, it was obferved, 

either fron1 alterations in the air, or from a more proper regimen, which w.as dif
covered, to be conGderably abated *. Preparations were then ma e for the ce
remony of Henry's coronation. In order to heighten the f} lendor of that 
appearance, he bei1o\\ ed the rank of knights banneret on twelve perfons ; and he 

conferred peerages on three. J afper earl of Pembroke, his uncle, he created duke 

of Bedford; Thomas lord Stanley, his father-in~la'<v, earl of Darl3y; and Edward 

~oth of Oc- Courteney, earl of Devonfhire.' At the coronation like wife there appeared a new 
iober. inftitution, which the king harl eftablifhed for fecurity as well as pomp, a band 

of fifty archers, who were denomina.ed yeomen of the guard. B Jt left the peo

ple !hould take umbrage at this unufual fymptom of jealoufy in the prince, as if it 

implied a perfonal diffidence of his fubjects, he declared the infiitution to be 

pc:rpe·ual. The ceremony of coronation was performed by cardinal Bourchier, 
archbifhop of Canterbury. 

7
tn of .. ~0_ THE Parliament being a.uembied at V ... ftminfl:er, the n:ajority immediately 

, cnbe:. appeared to be devoted parttzans of Henry ; all prrfons ot another difpofition, 

A :rl.2.rncr.t. either C:~clining to Hand in tilefe dangerous times, or b __ ing obliged to diffemble 

tbeir pl·:nciples and inclinations. Th Lancaftrian party had every where been 

fuccefsful 
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fuccefsful in the elections ; and even man_y of them had been returned knights and Chap. I. 
1485. burgeffes, who, during the prevalence of the houfe of York, had been expofed 

to the rigour of the law, ·and been condemned by fentence of attainder or outlawry. 
Their right ~o take feats in the houfe being queftioned, the cafe was referred to 
all tbe judges, who alfernb]ed in the Exchequer Chamber, in order to deliberate 
on fo delicate a fubjecr. 'fhe fentence pronounced was very prudent, and con-
tained a juft temperament between 1aw·and expediency *. rrhey determined, tha.t. 
the members attainted fl1ould forbear taking their feats till an act were paired for 
the reverfal of their attainder. 1'here was no difficulty of obtaining this act; and 
in it were comprehended an .hundred and feven perfons of the King's party t .! • 

BuT a difficulty was fiarted of a nature frill more important. The King him
felf had been attainted ; and his right of fucceffion to the crown might thence be 
expofed to fome doubt. The judges extricated themfelves from this dangerous 
queftion, by a fingular pofition, which they eftablifl1ed; " That the crown 
" takes away all defects and ftops in Blood ; and that from the time the King 
" affumed royal authority, the fountain was cleared, and all attainders and cor
" ruptions of blood di(charged t." Be fides the urgent neceffity of the cafe, 
which admitted of no deliberation; the judges probably thought, that no fen
tence of a court of judicature ought to bar the right of fucceffion; that the jea
loufy of a King towards his heir n1ight readily occafion firetches of law and juf
tice againff him; and that a prince might even be engaged in unjuil:ifiab:e meafures 
during his predeceffor's reign, without meriting on that account to be excluded 
from the throne, which was his birth-right. 

WITH a Parliament fo obfequious as the prefent, the King could not fail to 
obtain whatever act of fettlement he was pleafed to require. He feems only to 
have entertained fame doubts within himfelf on what title he iliould found his pre
tenfions. In his firfl: addrefs to the Parliament he mentioned his juft tit1e by h re
dirary right : But left that title fbould not be eil:eemed fufficient, he fubjoined his 
claim by the judgment of God, who had given him victory over his enemies in the 
fitld of battle. And again, left this pretenfion fhould be interpreted as affuming a 
right of conqueft, he enfured his fubjects in the entire enjoyment of thtir former 
properties and poffeffions. 

Tn E entail of the crown was drawn, accordin
0
a to the fenfe of the Kino and Entail of the 

b) 
prob· bly in the words, diCl:ated by himfelf. l-Ie made no mention in it of the crown. 
princefs Eliz ... beth, nor any branch of the family of York; but in other refpects 
the act was compofed with fufficient referve and moderation. He did not inilft, 
that it iliould cont~in a declaration or recognjrion of his preceding right; as on 

the 
Bacon, p.581. t Rot. Pari. 1 Hen. VU. n. z, 3, 4·-I 5, 17, z6-65. t B.:con, p sS I. 
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the other hand, he avoided the appear.mce of a new law or ordinar;ce. He chofe 

a middle courfe, which, as is commonly unavoidable in fuch cafes, was not en

tirely free from uncertainty and obfcurity. le was voted, " That the inheri
,, tance of the crown fhould reft, ·remain, and abide in the King * ;'' but whe

ther as rightful heir, or only as prefent poifeiTor, was not determined. In like 
manner, the King was cohtcnted that the fucceffion fhould be fecured to the heirs 

of his body; but he pretended not, in cafe of their failure, to exclude the houfe 

of York, or give the preference to that of Lancafl:er: He left that great point 

ambiguous for the prefent ; and trufh .. d, that, if ever its determination fhould 

become requifite, future incidents would open the way for the decifion. 

BuT after all thefe precautions, the King was fo little fatisfied with his own 

title to the crown, th 1t, in the following year, he applied to Rome for a con

firmation of it; and. as that court gladly laid hold of all opportunities, which 

the imprudence, weaknefs, or neceffities of princes afford it to extend its authoM 

rity, Innocent the eighth, the reigning pope, readily granted a bull, in whatever 

terms the King was pleafed to dcfire. All Henry's titles, by fucceffion, marriage, 

parliamentary choice, even conqueft, are there enumerated ; and to the whole 

the fanB:ion of religion is adJed; excommunication is denounced againfl: every 

one who .fhould either difl:.Jrb him in the prefent poffeffion, or the heirs of his 

body in their future fucceffion to the crown ; and from this penalty, no criminal, 

except in the article of death, can be abfo!ved but by the pope himfelf, or his 

fpecial commifEoners. It is difficult to imagine, that the fecurity derived fron1 

this bull, could be a compenfation for the defect which it betrayed in Henry's 

tide, and to the danger of thus inviting the pope to interpofe in thefe concerns. 

IT was natural, and even laudable in Henry to reverfe the attainders, which 

had paffed againfl: the partizans of the houfe of Lancafter : But the revenges, 

which he exercifed againH: the retai ;- ers of the York family, to which he was fo 

foon to be allied, cannot be confidcred in the fame light. Yet the Parliament, 

at his inftigation, pafied an aCt of attainder againfl: the late King himfelf~ 

againft the duke of Norfolk, the earl of Surrey, vifcount Lovel, the lor-ds 

Zouche and Ferrars of Chartley, Sir Waiter and Sir James 1-Iarrington, Sir 

William Berkeley, Sir Humphrey Staftord, Catefby, and about twenty other 

gentletTJen, who had fought on Richard's fide in the battle of B -fworth. How 

men could be guilty of treafon, by fupportir g the King in poffeffion againfl: the 
earl of Richmond, who affumed not the title of King, it was not eafy to deter

mine, and nothing but a fervile complaifance in the Parliament could ·have en

gaged them to make this ftretch of juftice. Nor was it a fmall n1ortification to 

the 
~ Bacon_, p. 58 1. 
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the people in general, to find, that the l(ing, prompted either by avarice or re- Chap. I. 
q.ss. fentment, could, in the very beginning of his reign, fo far violate the cordial 

uni m, which had been previoufly concerted between the parties, and to the ex
pectation of which he had plainly owed his accefiion to the throne. 

TnE King, having gained fo n1any points of confequence from his Parliament, 
thought it not expedient to demand any fupply from them, which the profound 
peace enjoyed by the nation, and the late forfeitures of Richard's adherents, feen1ed 
to render fomewhat fuperfluous. The Parliament, however, conferred on him 

1
oth of De

during life the duty of tonnage and poundage, which had been enjoyed in the cember. 

fame manner by fome of his imtnediate predcc ffors; and they added, before 
they broke up, other lucrative bills of no great moment. The King, on his 
part, mad~ fome returns of grace arid favour to his people. He publifl1ed his 
royal proclamation, offering pardon to all fuch as had taken arms, or formed any 
attempts againfl: him; provided they fubmitted themfelves to mercy by a certain 
day, and took the ufual oath of fealty and allegiance. Upon this proclamation 
n1any came out of their fanB:uaries, and the minds of znen were every where much 
quieted. Henry chofe to take wholly to himfelf the merit of an aB: of grace, fo 
agreeable to the nation; rather than communicate it with the I arliament, (as was 
his firft intention) by paffing a bill to that purpofe. The earl of Surrey, how-
ever, tho' he had fubmitted, and delivered himfelf into the King's hands, was 
fent prifoner to the tower. 

DuRING this parlia1nent, the King a1fo beftowed f,lvours and honours on fome 
particular perfons, who were attached to him. Edward Sta.fford, eldeft fon to the 
duke of Buckingham, forfeited in the late reign, was reftored to all the honours 
of his family, as well as to all its fortune, which was very ample. This genero
fity, fo unufual in Henry, was the effect of his gratitude to the tnemory of 
Buckingham, who had firft concerted the plan of his fucceffion to the crown, 
and who by his own ruin had made way for that great event. Chandos of Bri
tanny was created earl of Bath, Sir Giles Daubeny lord Daubeny; and Sir Robert 
W illoughby lord Broke. Thefe were all the titles of nobility, conferred by the 
King*. 

BuT the minifters, whom the King moll: trufted and favoured, were not chofen 
from among the nobility, or even from among the laity. John Morton, and 
Richard Fox, two clergymen, perfons of induftry, vigilance, and capacity, were 
the men to whom he moll: confided his affairs and fecret councils. They had 
fhared with him all his former dangers and difl:reffes; and he now forgot not to 
make them 1>articipate in his good fortune. They were both called to the privy 

C council; 
~ Polydore Virgi1, p. 566. 
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council; and Morton was created bifhop of Ely, Fox of Exeter. The former
foon after, upon the death of Bourchier, was raifed to the fee of Canterbury. 
The latter was made lord privy feal; and fucceffivcly, bifhop of Bath and \V ells, 
Durham, and Winchefter. For Henry, as lord Bacon obferves, loved to employ 
and advance prelates, becaufe, having rich bifhoprics to beftow, it was eafy for 
him to reward their fervices : And it was his maxim to raife them by flow fteps, 
and make then1 firft pafs thro' the inferior bifhoprics *. He probably expeCted, 
that as tHey were naturally more dependant on him than the nobility, who, dur
ing that age, enjoyed poffeffions and jurifdiB:ions dangerous to royal authorify ; 
fo the profpeB: of fome farther elevation would render them ftill more aB:ive in his-
fervice, and more obfequious to his commands. · 

q.86. IN prefenting the bill of tonnage and poundage, the Parliament, anxious to 
J8th of Janu- preferve the true and undifputed fucceffion to the crown, had petitioned Henry, 
ary. with demonftrations of the greateft earneftnefs, to efpoufe the princefs Elizabeth; 

but they covered their real reafon under the dutiful pretence of their defire to have 
heirs of his body. He now thought in earneft of fatisfying the minds of his pea

King's mar~ ple in that particular. His marriage was celebrated at London ; and that with 
riage. greater appearance of univerfal joy, than either his firft entry or his coronation. 

Henry remarked with much difpleafure this general favour which was borne the 
lwufe of York. Tl:e fufpicions, which arofe frotn it, not only difturbed his 
tranquillity during his whole reign; but bred difguft towards his fpoufe herfelf, 
and poyfoned all his domeftic enjoyments. Tho, virtuous, amiable, and obfe
quious to the lafl: degree, fhe never met with a proper return of affection, or even 
of complaifance from her hufband ; and the malignant ideas of faction frill, in 
his fullen mind, prevailed over all the fentiments of conjugal tendernefs. 

THE King had been carried along with fuch a tide of fuccefs ever fince his ar
rival in England, that he thought nothing could withftand the fortune, and au
thority which attended him. He now relolved to make a progrefs into the 
North, where the friends of the houfe of York, and even the partizans of Richard 
were moft numerous; in hopes of curing, by his· prefence and converfation, the 
prejudices of the malecontents. When he arrived at Nottingham, he heard tha .. 
vifcount Love!, with Sir Humphry Stafford and Thomas, his brother had . ' 
withdrawn themfelves fecretly from their fanB:uary at Colchefter: But this news 
appeared not to him of fuch importance as to ftop his journey ; and he proceeded 

An infimcc- forward to York. He there heard, that the Staffords had levied an army in the 
tion. county 

* Bacon, p. 582. Bacon adds, that the King's reafon for thefe gradual promotions, was in onlcr 
to enjoy the more fi.rft fruits ; not refleCting that thefe belonged not to the crown, till after tho 

reformation. 
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<-ounty of Worceller, and were approaching to befiege that citr: And that Lovel, c;;f6.I. 
at the head of an army of three or four thoufand men, was marching to attack 
l1i m in York. Henry was not 9ifmayed with this intelligence. I-I is active cou-
rage, full of refources, immediately prompted him to find the proper remedy. 
Tho' he knew himfelf to be fLJrrounded with enemies in thefe difaffeCl:ed counties, 
he affembled a fmall body of troops, in whom he could confide; and he put them 
under the command of the duke of Bedford. l-Ie joined to them all his own at
tendants; but he found that this hafty armament was more formidable by their fpirit 
and their zealous attachment to him, than by the arms or military ftores of which 
they were provided. He therefore gave Bedford orders not to approach the 
enemy; but previouily to try every proper expedient to diffi?ate them. Bedford 
publifhed a general promife of pardon to the rebels, which had a greater efFect on 
thtir leader than on his followers. Lovel, who had undertaken an enterprize, 
that exceeded his courage and capacity, was fo terrified with the fears of defertion 
among his troops, that he fuddenly withdrew himfelf, and, after lurking fome 
time in Lancafhire, he made his efcape into Flanders, where he was protected by 
the dutchefs of Burgundy. His army fubmitted to the King's clemency; and the 
other infurgents, hearing of this fuccefs, raifed the fiege of \Vorcefter, and dif-
perfed themfelves. The Staffords took fanctuary in the church of Colnham, a vil-
lage near Abingdon ; but as it was found, that that church had not the privilege 
of giving protection to rebels, they were taken thence: The eldeft Stafford was 
executed at Tyburn ; the younger, pleading that he was mifled by his I:Jrother, 
obtained his pardon *. 

HENRy's joy for this fuccefs was followed, fome time after, with the birth of 2oth of Sep4 

a prince, to whom he gave the name of Arthur, in memory of the famous tember. 

Britifh King of that name, from whom, it was pretended, the family of Tudor 
derived their defcent. 

THo' Henry had been able to diffipate that hafty rebellion, which was raifed Difcontents of 
by the relitls of Richard's partizans, his government was bec)me in genera] very the people. 

unpopular : The fource of the pL'Iblic dif~ontent arofe chiefly from hi5 preju- _ 
dice againft the houfe of York, which was univerfally beloved by the nation, 
ar:d which, for that very reafon, became every day more the object of his hatred 
and jealoufy. Not only a preference on all occaflons, it was obferved, was given 
to the Lancaftrians ; but many of the oppofite party had been expofed to great 
feverity", and had been bereaved of their fortunes by acts of attainder: A general 
refumption likewife had paifed of all grants made by the princes of the houfe of 
York; and tho' this rigour had been covered under the pretence, that the revenue 

C 2 was 
• Polydore Virgil, p. sG9. 
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Chap. I. was become infufficient to fupport the crown, and tho' the liberalities, during the 
1486 · latter years of Henry the fixth, were refumed by the fame law, yet the York

party, as they were the principal fufferers by the refumption, thought it chiefly 
levelled againft them. The feverity, exercifed againft the earl of Warwic, begot 
compaffion towards youth and innocence, expofed to fuch oppreffion; and his 
confinement in the tower, the very place where Edward's children had been mur
dered by their uncle, made the public expect a like cataftrophe for him, and led 
them to make a comparifon between I-Ienry and that detefted tyrant. And when 
it was remarked, that the queen herfelf met with harfl1 treatment; and even after 
the birth of a fon, was not admitted to the honour of a public coronation, Henry's 
prepoifeffions were then concluded to be abfolutely incurable, and men became 
equally obitinate in their dJguft againft his government. Nor was the manner 
and adclrefs of the King calculated to cure thefe pr judices contracted againfl: his 
adminiftration; but had, in every thing, a tendency to promote fear, or at befi: 
rever nee, rather than good will a1.d affeCtion *. And while the high idea, en
tertained of his policy and vigour, retained the nobility and men of character in 
obedienc:e ; the effects of his unpopular government foon appeared in the public~ 
by incidents of a v~..ry extraordinary nature. 

THERE lived in Oxford, one Richard Sirnon, a pricft, "' ho poffef~td fome 
fubt1e ty, and fiill more boldnefs and temerity. This man had entertained the 
defign o difturbing Henry's government, by raifing up a pretender to his crown; 

Lambert Sim- anc for that purpofe, he caft his eyes on Lambert Simnel, a you .h of fifteen 
nel. years of age, who was fon of a baker, a 1d who, being endowed with under

ftar-ding above his years, and addrefs above his condition, feemed well fitted to 
perfonate a prince of royal extraction. A report had been fprpad among the peo
ple, and n ceived with great avidity, that Richard, duke of York, ftcond fon to 
Edward the fourth, had, by a fecret efcape, faved himfelf from his uncle's cruelty, 
and lay fomewhere concealed in Engla.:d. ~imon, t king advant~ge of this 
rumour, had at firft inftructea his pupil to affume that name~ which he found to 
be fo fondly cherifhed by the public: But hearing afterwards a new report, that 
V.f arwic had made his e!cape from the tower, and obf< rving that this news was 
attended with no lefs general fatisfaction, he changed t e plan of [ is impofl:ure,. 
and made Simnel perfonate that unfortuna:e prince t. Tho' the youth was qua
lified by nature for the part which he was inftruCled to al'l; yet was it remarked, 
that he w. s bettr.r informed in circumftar.ces rel ting to the ro, al family, and par
ticul rlyintheadventuresoftheearlof \Van~ic, than he could b..:.fuppofed to 
have learned from one of Simo'n's Q:Ondition: And it rvas thence conjeCtured, that 

perfons 

t Polydore Virgil, p. 569, 570 .. 
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perfons of higher rank, partizans of the houfe of York, had laid the plan of this 
confpiracy, and had conveyed proper inftruB:ions to the actors. The queen dow
ager herfelf was expofc:d to great fufpicion; and it was indeed the gen'eral opinion, 
however unlikely it might feem, that fhe had fecretly given her confent to this 
impofture. This woman \vas of a very reft1efs difpofition. That character of 
ambit:on and intrigue, whi~h fue had betrayed during the reign of her hufband, 
had not abandoned her during the ufurpation of Richard ; and in her clofet was 
firfi: laid the plan of that great confederacy, \vhich overturned the throne of the ty-
rant, and raifed the earl of Richmond to royal digni,ty. Finding, that, infteacl 
of receiving the reward of thefe fervices, fhe herfc lf was fallen to abfolute infig-
nificance, herd 1ughter treated with feverity, and a11 her friends brought u ~ det fub-
jetlion, fhe had conceived the m oft violent animc)fity aaainrt: rlenry, and had re-
fulved to make him feel the efrect.s of her refentment. The impoftor, ihe knew, 
how ver fuccef ful, it would be eafy at lafi: to fet aiide; and if a way could be 
found at his rifque to fubvert the King's governm·ent, fhe hoped that a fcene would 
be or entd, which, the/ difficult a prefent exactly to forefee, would gratify her 
revenge, · and be on the v;hole lefs irkfome to her than that ilavery and contempt, 
to which fi1e was reduced *. 

BuT whatever care Simon might take to convey inil:ruetion to his pupil, Simnel, 
he kne \v, that the impofture would not bear a cl fe infpeC: ion; and he was th .. re
fore determined to open the firfi: public fcene of it in Ireland. T'hat iOand, w. ich 
was zealouf1y attached to the ho 1fe of York, and bore an affectionate regard to 

the memory of Clar nte, W arwic' s father, who had been their lieutenant, was 
improvidently allowed by I--Ienry to remain in the fame condition, in w11ich he 
found it; and all the councellors and officers, who had been appointed by his pre
decefior, flill retained their authority. No fooner did Sim1 el prefent himfelt to 

. Thomas Fitzgerald, earl of Kildare, the deputy, and claim his proteLl:ion, as the 
unfortunate \Varwi , than that' credulous nobleman, not fufpeB:ing fo bold a 

fiction, lent attention to him, and began to confu1t fome t erfons of ra k with 
regard to this extraot din::ry incident. Thefe he found even more fanguine in their 
zeal and belief than himfelf: And in proportion a-, the 11o. y diffufed itfelf among. 
thofe of lower ccn8iti . n, it became the objeCt of ftill htgher pafEon and credulity; 
till the people in Dublin with one confent tendered their allegiance to Simnel a to. 
the true Plantagenet, Fond of a novelty, which flattered their natural propen-

Chap. I. 
14~6. 

fion, they ovetlooked he daughters of EdY1ard the fourth, who ftood before\tVar ic R , fi 
• • • t:''Olt 0 . J,.,• 

in the order of S ... cceffion; th_y ayc:d the pr tended pnnce arten ~ance as thetr land. 

f8vereign, lodge·:l himin the caH:le of Dublin, crowned him with a diadem t ken 
from a flat~le of the virgin, and publicly proclaimed hin1 King, under the ap-

7 pellation. 
* PolydNe lirgil, r· 570· 
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pellation of Edward the fixth. The whole ifland followed the exa1nple of the 

capital; and not a fword was any where drawn in Henry's quarrel. 

WHEN this intelligence was conveyed to Henry, it reduced him to fame per· 

plexity. Determined always to face his enemies in perfon, he yet fcrupled at pre

fent to leave England, where he fufpected the confpiracy was firft framed, and 
where, he knew, many perfons of condition, and the p::ople in general were n1uch 
difpofed to lend it countenance. In order to difcover the fecret fource of the con

trivance, and take mealures againfr this open revolt, he held frequent confulta· 

tions with his miniO:ers and counfellors, and laid plans for a vigorous defence of 

his authority, and the fuppreffion of his enemies. 

THE firft event, which followed thefe deliberations, gave great furprize to the 

public: It was the feizure of the queen dowager, the forfeiture of all her lands 

and revenue, and the clofe confinement of her perfon to the nunnery of ·Bermon

defey. So arbitrary and violent an act of authority was covered.with a very thin 

pretence. It was alledged, that, notwithftanding the ftcret agreement to marry 

her daughter to Henry, fhe had yet yielded to the follicitations and menaces of 

Richard, and delivered that princefs and her fiflers into the hands of the tyrant. 

This crime, which was now become obfolete, and might admit of n1any allevia

tions, was therefore fufpet1ed not to be 'the real caufe of the feverity, with which 

fhe was treated; and n1en believed, that the King, unwilling to accufe fo near a 
relation of a confpiracy againft him, had cloalped his vengeance or precaution 

under the pretext of an offence, known to the whole world *. They were after
wards the more confirmed in this fufpicion, when they found, that the unfortunat€ 

queen, tho' fhe furvived this difgrace feveral years, was never treated with any 

more lenity, but was allowed to end her life in poverty, folitude, and confinement. 

This woman had been raifed to the throne from a very private ftation; poifeifed 

great authority during her huiband's life-time; fell afterwards into the deepefl: 
difhefs; .faw the murder of all her male children; had again th_; f<!tisfaction of 

contributing to the exaltation of her daughter; an event which immediately in· 

volved her in vexation, and foon after in mifery : And on the whole, fhe furnilhes 

ample materials for reflections on the infl:ability of fortune ; reflections, which 
hiftory, as it relates the adventures of the great, does more frequently fuggeft 
than even the incidents of common life. 

THE next meafure of the King was of a lefs exceptionable nature. He ordered 
that 'vVarwic fhould be taken from the Tower, be led in proceffion through the 

fheets of London, be conducted to St. Paul's, and there expofed to the eyes of 

the 

~ Bacon, p. 583. Polydore Virgil, p. 571. 
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the whole people. He even gave directions, that feme perfons of condition, who 
were attached to the houfe of York, and were befl: acquainted with the perfon 
of this prince, fhould approach him and converfe with him: And he truftcd, 
that thefe, being convinced of the abfurd impofture of Si1nnel, would put a ftop 
to the credulity of the people. The expedient had its effeCt in England : But in 

· Ireland the people frill perfifted in thei revolt, and zealouily retorted on the King 
the reproach of propagating an impofl:ure, and of having lhown a counterfeit 
W arwic to the people. 

HENRy had foon reafon to apprehend, that the defign againft him was not 
laid on fuch flight foundations as the abfurdity of the contrivance feemed to pro
mife. John earl of Lincoln, fon of John de Ja Pole, duke of Suffolk, and of 
Elizabeth, eldeft fifrer to Edward the fourth, was engaged to take part in the 
confpiracy. This nobleman, who poffefl capacity and courage, had entertained 
very afpiring views; and his ambition was encouraged by the known intentions of his 
uncle, Richard, who had fanned a defign, in cafe himfelf lhould die without 
ilfue, of declaring Lincoln fucceffor to the crown. The King's jealoufy again!l: 
all eminent perfons of the York-party, and his rigour towards vV arwic, had far
ther ftruck Lincoln with apprehenfions, and made him refolve to feek for fafety 
in the moft dangerous-councils. I-Iaving fixed a fecret correfpondence with fir 
Thomas Broughton, a man of great intereft in Lancafhire, he fet out for Flan
ders, where Lovel had ardved a little before him ; and he joined the court of his 
aunt, the dutchefs of Burgundy, by whom he had been invited over. 

Chap. T 
14S6~ 

MARGARET~ widow of Charles the bold, duke of Burgundy, havin
0
o- born nor t. c 

n ngues Or' children to her hufband, attached herfelf with an entire fri t ndfhip to her daughter- the dutchefs 

in-law, married to lVIaximilian, archduke of Aufrria; and after the death of that of Burgundy_. 

princefs, fhe perfevered in her affection to PhiJip and Margaret, her children, 
and occupied herfelf in their education and in the care of their perfons. By her 
virtuous conduct and demeanour, Ihe had acquired great authority among the 
Flemings; and lived with much dignity, as well as reconomy, upon that ample 
dowry, which fhe inherited fron1 her hufband. The refentments of thi- prince(s 
were no lefs warm than her friend!hips; and that fpirit of faction, which it is fo 
d'fficult for a foci.d and fanguine temper to guard agaioft, had taken frrong pof-
feffion of her heart, and entrenched f<>me\vhat on the probity, which !hone forth 
in other parts of her character. Hearing of the malignant jealoufy, entertained 
by Henry againft her family, and his oppreffion of all its partizans; fhe was 
moved with the higheft indignation, and determined to make hitn repent of that 
enmity, which he feemed fo wantonly -to court. After confulting with L'ncoln 

an : 
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C11a . I. and Love), fbe hired a body of two thoufand veteran Germans, under the com-
1487· mand of Martin Swart, a brave and experienced officer *; and fent them over, 

together with thefe two noblemen, to join Simnel in Ireland. T ·he counte'1ance, 
given by perfons of fuch high condition, and the acceflion of this military force, 

. raifed extremely the courage of the Iriib, and made then1 entertain the refo 1ution 
of invading England, where th :y belL ved the fpirit of difaffeB:ion to pre ·ail as 
much as it had appeared to do in Ireland. The poverty a~fo, under which they 

Lan:bcrt Sim- ]aboured, made it impoffible for them to maintain any longer their new court and 
nelmva des ..-1 f · h' h fc l h 1 d 
England. army, and infpired them with a ftrong 1..1t'fire o ennc mg t em e ves y p .un er 

and preferment in England. 
HENRY was not ignorant of thefe intention~ of his enemies; and he prepared 

himfelf for refifl:ance. He ordered troops to be muftered in different parts of the 
kingdom, and put them under the command of the duke of Bedtord, and the 
earl of Oxford. He confined fron1 jealoufy the marquis of Dorfet, who was 
brpther to the queen regent ; and who, he fufpeB:ed, would revenge the injuries 
fuffer~ d by his fifter. And to allure the people by an appearan :- e of devotion, he 

made a pilgrimage to our lady of Walfingham, famous for miracles; and there 

offered up prayers for fuccefs and for deiiverance from his enemies. 

BEING informed that Simnel and his forces were landed at Foudrey in Lanca

fuire, he drew together his own troops, and acivanced towards them as far as Co
ventry. The rebels had entertained hopes, that the difaffeB:ed counties in the 
North w'ould rife in their favour: But the people, ~verfe to join Irifh and German 
invaders, convinced of Lambert's impofl:ure, and kept in awe by the King's re· 

putation for fuccefs and cond uB:, either remained in tr-anquillity, or gave all 
affifi:ance to the royal army. The earl of Lincoln, therefore, who commanded 

the rebels, finding no hopes but in fpeedy viCtory, was determined to bring the 
matter to a decifion ; and the King, fupported by the native courage of his tem
per, anci emboldened by a great acceffion of volunteers, which had joined him, 

6th of June. under the earl of Shrewfbury and lord Strange, declined not the combat. The 
Battle of oppofite armies rnet at Stoke in the county of Nottinbaham, and fought a battle, 
Stoke. 

which was more bloody and n1ore obftinately difputed than could have been ex-

pected from the inequality of their force. All the leaders of the rebels were re
folved to conquer or to die, and they infpired their troops with a like refo!ution. 

The Germans alfo, being veteran and experienced foldiers, kept the victory long 
doubtful ; and even the Irifh, tho., ill-armed and almoft defencelefs, fhowed 

themfelves not defective in fpirit and bravery. The King's victory was purchafed 
· with 

"" rolydore Virgil) p. 572, 573· 
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with Iofs, but was entirely decifive. Lincoln, Broughton and Sw~rt peri1hed in Chao. • 
the field of battle, wirh four thouf.1nd of their troops. Love}, never having been I4S · 
heard of more, was believed to have undergone the fame fate. Simnel with his 
tutor, Simon, was taken prifoner. Sin]on, being a prieft, was not tried at law, and 
was only committed to clofe cuftody: Simnel was too conttmptible either to ex. 
cite apprehenfion or refentment in Henry. He was pardoned , and made a fcullion 
in the King's kitchen; whence he was afterwards advanced to the rank of a 
falconer*. 

HENRY had now leifure to revenge himfelf of his enemies. H ·e took a pro
grefs into the northern parts, w .ere he made the people fully fenfible of the 
rigours of his juftice. A ftriB: inquiry was made after thofe who had affifted or 
favoured the rebels. The puni!hments were not all fanguinary. The King made 
his revenge fubfervient to his avarice. Heavy fines were levied from the delin
quents. In giving fentence, the proceedings of the court~, and even the courts 
themfelves, were entirely arbitrary. Either the criminals were tried by commif
fioners appointed for that purpofe, or they fuffered puni!hment by fentence of a 
court martial. And as a rumour had prevaiied befo:e the battle of Stoke, that 

. the rebels had gained the vi dory, that the King's army was cut in pieces, and 
that the King himfelf had efcaped by flight, Henry was refolved to interpret the 
belief or propagation of this report as a mark of difaffeClion ; and he punifl1ed 
ma ny for that pretended crime. But fuch, in this age, was the fitua tion of the 
Engli!h government, that the royal prerogative, which was but little 1efr rained 
during the mofl: peaceable periods, \Vas fure, in tumultuous) or even fufpicious 
times, ·which fn.quently occurred, to break all bounds of law and order. 

AFTER the King had fatisfied his rigour by the punifhment of his enemies, he 
refolved to give contentment to the people, in a point, which, tho' a mere cere
mony, was very paffionately defired by them. The Queen had been married 
near two years, but had not yet been crowned ; and this afTetl::1tion of delay 
had given great difcontent to the public, and had be n one principal fource of the 
difaffettion which prevailed. The King, infi:ructed by experience, now fini!hed ~ 
h fl · d fh .tl.'ll · d .. r.. Z'"thof 1· .. t e ceremony o 1er coronatiOn ; an to ew a 1LI more o-racwus dpotltiOn he ' . 

o ' yem )er. gave liberty to her uncle, the marquifs of Dorfet, who had been able to clear 
himfelf of all the crimes of which he was accufed. 

· Dacon) p. s86. Pol. Virg. p. 57+· 
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C H A P. II. 

State of foreign affaz'rs.-State of Scotland-of Spain-of the Lotzo 
Countr£es--of Prance--of Britanny.--French £nvajion of Bri
tanny.-French embajfy to England.--Dijji'mulation oj. the French 
Court.-An infurrecHon in the North-fupprej[ed.-King 
fends forces into Britanny.-Annexation of Britanny to France. 
-A Parliament.--War with France.--Invajion oj France· 
-Peace with France.--Perkin Jf/arbec.--Ht's z'mpojlure. 
-He is avowed by the dutchefs if Burgundy -and by many of 
the Englijh nobility.-Trial and execution of Stanle)'·--:--A Par
liament. 

, 4~8. THE King acquired great reputation throughout all Europe by the profpe-
State offo- rous and vigorous conduct of his domeftic affairs; and as fome incidents, 
reign affairs. about this time, invited him to look abroad, and exert himfelf in behalf of his 

allies, it will be neceifary, in order to give a juft account of his foreign 
meafures, to explain the cond1tion of the neighbouring kingdoms; beginning 
with Scotland, which li~s moft contiguous. 

State of Scot- THE kingdom of Scotland had not as yet attained that fiate, which diftin
land. guifhes a civilized monarchy, and which enables the government, by the force of 

its Jaws and inflitutions alone, without any extraordinary capacity in the fove
reign, to maintain itfelf in order and tranquillity. J ames the third, who no\v 
filled the throne, was a man of little induftry and of a narrow genius ; and tho' it 
behaved him to yield the reins of government to his miniflers, he had never been 
able to make any choice, which could give contentment both to himfelf and to 
his people. When he beftowed his confidence on any of the principal nob11ity, 
he found, that they exalted their own family to fuch a height, as was dangerous 
to the prince, and gave umbrage to the ftate: When he conferred favour on any 
perfon of meaner birth, on whofe fubmiffion he could more depend, the barons of 

• l1is kingdom, enraged at the power of an upftart minion, proceeded to the ut m oft 
8 extretnities 
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extremities againft thei.· fovereign. Had Henry entertained the ambition of cot - ChJp. H. 
quefts, a tempting opportunity now offered of reducing that kingdcm to fubjec- q 3· 

tion ; but as he was probably fen!lble, that a warlike people, tho' they might be 
over-run by reafon of their domefric divifions, could not be retained in obedience 
without a regular military force, which was then unknown in England, he rather 
propofed the renewal of the peace with Scotland, and fent an emoaffy to James 
for that purpofe. But the Scotch, who never de!lred a long peace with England, 
and v.ho thought that their fecurity confifted in preferving themfelves conftantly 
in a warlil e poH:ure, would not agree to more than a fcven years truce, which 
was accordingly concluded *. 

THE European ftates on the continent were then haftening faft to that fitua
tion, in which they have remained, without any material alterations, for near 
three centuries; and began to unite themfelves into one extenfive fyflem of policy, 
which comprehended the chief powers of Chrifiendom. Spain, which had hi- StateofSpain .. 

therto been almoft entirely occupied within hufelf, now became formidable by 
the uniot1 of Arragon and Caftile, in the perfons of Ferdinand and Ifabella, who, 
being princes of great capacity, employed their force in er.terprizes the mort ad-
vantageous to their combined mon<1rchy . • The conqueft of Granada over the 
Moors was then undertaken, and brought near to a happy conclufion. .P1o.nd in 
that expedition the military genius of Spain was revived; honour and fecurity 
\-Vere attained ; and her princes, no longer held in fear by a domeftic enemy fo 
dangerous, began to enter into all the tranfacrions of Europe, and make a great 
figure in every war and negotiation~ 

MAxiMILIAN, King of the Romans, fon to the emperor Frcderic, had by oc h 
1 ._., • ' 1 t e ow 

his marriage with the heirefs of the houfe of Burgundy, acquired an intereft in Countries. 

the low country provinces; and tho' the death of his fpoufe had weakened his 
conncxion with that territory, he fiill pretended t~ the governm~nt as tutor to his 
fon Philip, ar.d his authority had been acknovvledged by Brabant, Holland, and 
feveral of the provinces. But as Flanders and Hainault frill refufed to fubn1it to 
his regency, and even appointed other tutors to Philip, he had been eng~gcd in 
long wars againft thofe obftinate people, and never was able thoroughly to fubdue 
their fpirit. That he might free himfelf from the oppofition of France, he had 
concluded a peace with Lewis the eleventh, and had given his d:mghter, Marga-
ret, then an infant, in marriage to the Dauphin ; together wit:l Anois, F ranche-
comtc, and Charolois as her dowry. But this :4lliance had not produced d~e 
defi; ed e.ffi-ct. The dauphin fucceeded to the crown of France under the ap el-

D 2 latron 
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Chap. u. ]ation of Charles the eighth ; bllt J\11aximilian ftill found the mutinies or the 
•4

88
· Flemings fomented by the intrigue~ of the Court of France. 

State of FR ANCF, during the two preceding reigns, had m .tde a mighty encreafe in 
France. power and greatnefs ; and l1ad not other ft:ates of Europe at the fame time received 

an acceffion of fo · ce, it had been impoffible to have retained her within her an
tient boundaries. 1\tloft of the g reat fiefs, N orrnandy, Champagne, Anjou, 
Dauphiny, Guicnne, Provence, and Burgundy had been united to the crown; 
the Eng1i!h had been expelkd from all their conquefts ; the authority of the 
prince had been ra lfeJ to fuch a condition as enabled him to nDintain law and or
der ; a confiderable military force was kept on foot, and the finances were able to 
fupport them. Lewis the eleventh indeed, from whom many of thefe advantages 
were derived, was dead, and had left his fon, in very early youth and ill educated, 
to fuftain the weight of the monarchy : But having entrufted the government to 
his daughter, Anne Lady of Beauj~ u, a woman of fpirit and capacity, the French 
power fuffered no check or decline. On the contrary, this princefs formed the 
great project, which at lafl: fhe happily effected, of uniting to the crown Britanny, 
the laft and moft independent fief of the monarchy. 

{)f Britanny. FR ANCJS the fecond, duke of Britanny, was a good, but a weak prince, who, 
confcious of his own unfitnefs for government, had refigned himfelf entirely to 
the direction of Peter Landais, a man of very mean birth, more remarkable for 
his ability than for his virtue or integrity. The nobles of Britanny, difpleafed 
with the great advancement of this favourite, had even proceeded to difaifection 
againft their fovereign ; and after many tumults and confpiracies, they at lafr 
united among themfelvfs, and in a violent manner, feized, tried, and put to death 
the obnoxious minifter. Fearing the refentment of the prince for this inv:1fion of 
his authority, many of them retire·d to France; and others, for their protection 
and fafety, maintained a correfpondence with that court. The French miniftry, 
obferving the great diifentions among the Bretons, thought the opportunity fa
vourable for invading that dutchy ; and fo much the more, that they could cover 
their ambition under the fpecious pretence of providing for domeftic fecurity. 

LEwrs, duke of Orleans, firft: prince of the blood, and prefumptive heir of the 
monarchy, had difpured the adminiftration with the lady of Beaujeu;. and tho' his 
pretenfions had been rejected by the ftates, he ftill maintained cabals with many 
of the grandees, and laid fchemes for fubverting the authority of that princefs. 
Findinba his fchemes deteCted,. he took arms, and fortified himfelf in Beaucrenci · 

b , 

but as his revolt was precipitate, before his confederates were ready to rife with 
him, he had been obliged to fubmit, and to receive whatever conditions the French 
minifiry were pleafed to impofe tlpon him. Actuated however by his ambition, 
and even by his fears, he foon retired out of France, and took fhelter with the 

3, duk.e 
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duke of Britanny, who was defirou-s of flrengthening himfelf ~gainft the deGgns C1ia · IT. 
of the lady of Beaujeu by the friendihip and credit of the duke of Orleans. 1 his qS&. 
prince alfo, obferving the afcendant which he foon acquired over the duke of Bri-
tanny, had engaged many of his partizans to join him at that court, and had 
formed the defign of aggrandizing himfelf by a mJrriage with Anne, the heirefs 
of that opulent dutchy. 

THE barons of Britanny, who faw all favour engroffed by the duke of Orleans 
and his train, renewed a ftricter correfpondence with France, and even invited the 
French King to make an invafion on their country. Defirous however to pre~ 
ferve its independJncy, they had regulated the number of fuc:cours, which 1--"'r. nee 
was to fend, and had flipulated that no fortified place in Britanny fhould remain 
in the po,ffeffion of that monarchy. A vain precaution, where revolted fubjeets 
treat with a power fo much fuperior ! The French invaded Britanny with forces Frent:h itwa

three times more numerous than thofe which they had promifed to the barons ; fion of Bri-
tanny. and advancing into the heart of the country, laid fiege to Ploermel. To oppofe . 

them, the duke raifed a numerous, but ill-difciplined army, which he put under 
the command of the duke of Orleans, the count of Dunois, and others of the 
French nobility. The army, difcontented with thjs choice, and jealous of their 
confederates, foon difbanded, ana left their prince with too fmall a force to keep 
the field againfl: his invaders. He retired to V annes ; but being hotly pw fued by 
the French, who had made themfelves mafters of Ploermel, he efcaped to Nantz; 
and the enemy, having taken and garrifoned Vannes, D'nant, and other pla :-es, 
laid clofe fiege to that city. The barons of Britanny, finding their country me
naced with total fubjeetion, began gradually to withdraw from the French army, 
and make peace with their fovereign. 

Trns defertion, however, of the Bretons difcouraged not the court of France 
from purfuing their favourite project of reducing Britanny to fubjection. The 
firuation of Europe appeared very favourable to the execGtion of this defign. 
Maximilian was engaged in clofe alliance with the duke of Britanny, and was 
even in treaty for marrying his daughter; but he was on all occafions fo neccffitous 
of n1oney, and at that time fo difquieted by the mutinies of the Flemings, that little 
effectual affifl:ance could be expected from him. Ferdinand was entirely occupied 
in the conquefl: of Granada; and it was alfo known, that if Fran:::e refigned to hin1 . 
Roufillon and Cerdagne, to which he had pretenfions, fhe would at any time engage 
him to abandon the interefts of Britanny. England alone was both enabled by her 
power, and engaged by her interefts, to fupport the independency of that dutchy; 
and the moft dangerous oppofition was therefore, by the French, expected from 
that quarter. In order to cover their real defigns, no fooner were they informed 

oF 
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of f-Ienry's fuccefs Dgainft Simnel and his partizans, than they tiifpatched ambaffa
dors to the court of Londcn, and made profeffions of the utn1ofl: truft and coll· 
fidence in that mor~arch. 

THE nmbJffadors, after congratu1ating Henry on the ]ate vitlory, and com
municating to him in the mofl: cordial manner, as to nn intimate friend, fame 
fucc('ffcs of their mafter againft £Aa:dmilian, ca~1e in the progrefs of their dif
cot.:rfc to mention the late tranfatlions in Britanny. They told him that the 
duke of Britanny ha\'ing given proteCtion to French fugitives and rebels, the 
King l1ad been neceffitatcd, contr;:ry to his intention and inclination, to carry 
war into that dutchy : That the honour of the crown was interefted not to fuffer 
a vaffid fo far to forget his duty to his liege lord; nor was the fecurity of the 
government of France le(s concerned to prevent the confequences of this dange
rous temcr:ty : 1'h~t the fugiti' es were no mean nor obfcure perfons; but, among 
others, the duke of Orleans, firft prince of the blood, who, fincing himfelf obnoxious 
to j uftice for tre2fonable practices · n Frarice, had fled into B itanny ; where he frill 
perfeve:rcd in laying fchemes of rebellion againfr his fovereign: That the war being 
thus, on the part of the French monarch, entirely defenfi,,e, it would immedi
ately ceafe, when the duke of Britanny, by returning to his duty, fbould remove 
the caufes of it: That their mafl:cr was fenfible of the ob] gations which that 
.duke, in very critical ,times, had conferred on Henry ; but it was knovvn aifo, 
ti.at, in times frill more critical, he or his mercenary counfellors had deferted 
him, and put his life in the utmofr hazard: That his foie refuge in fuch defpelate 
e:x·remit.cs had been the court of France, which not only proteCted his perfon, 
but C pplied him with men and money, with which, aided by h·s own va1our and 
conduct, he had been enablej to mount the throne of England: Th;:tt France, in 
this ttardatlion, had, from friendfhip to f-Ienry, atled contrary to what, in a 
narrow view, tnight be erreemed her Qii\·n interei1; fince, inftead of an odious 
tyrant, £11~ had contributeJ to efla! lifh on a rival throne a prince encov cd with 
fuch virtue and ability: And that as both the juClice of the caufe and the obli
gati<'DS conferred on Henry thus preponderated on the fide of France, their mafter 
expected, that, if the fituation of I-Ienry's affairs allowed him not to give ailift
a .ce to that kingdom, he would at leaft preferve a ne !trality between the con
tending parties*. 

Tr-ns difcourfe of the French amba!fadors was plaufible; and to crive it areater 
t> b 

weight, t~1ey communicated to I-Ienry, as in confidence, their mafier's intent on 
' ' .after he fhould have compofed the differences with Britanny, to lead an army 

)nto Italy, and make gcod his pretenfions to the kingdon1 of Naples : A projeCt, 

\\ hich, 
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which, they knew, would give no urnbrage to the court of England. But Cha If. 
all thefe artifices were in vain employed againfl: the penetration of the King. 14-g 8• 

He clearly faw, that France had entertained the view of fL bduing Britanny ; but 
he alfo perceived, that fhe would meet with great, and, as he thought, infupe-
rable difficulties in the execution of her project. T 1e native force of that dutchy, 
he knew, had always been confiderable, and had often, without any foreign 
afiiftance, refifl:ed the pow r of France ; the natural temper of the French nation, . 
he imagined, would make them eafily abandon every enterprize, which required per~ 
feverance; and as the heir of the crown was confederated with the duke of Britanny, 
the courtiers would be fiill more remifs in profecuting a fci:eme which mun draw 
on them his refentmen.t and difpleafure. Should even thefe internal obfhuctions 
be removed, Maximilian, whofe enmity to France was well known, and who . 
now paid his addreili s to the heirefs of Britanny, 'v\'Ould b*e able to make a di-
verfion on the fide of Fbnders; nor could it be expected, that France, if fhe 
profecuted fuch ambitious projects, would be allowed to r~main in tranquillity by 
Ferdinand and Iftbella. Above all, he thought, the French court could never 
expect, that England, . fo deeply interefted to preferve the independancy of 
Btitanny, fo able by her power and fituation to give effectual and prompt affift-
ance, wculd permit fuch an acceffion of force to be made to her rival. He 
imagined, therefore, that the minifters of Frar.ce, convinced of the impractica-
bility of their fchemes, would at lafl. en1brace pacific views, and would abandon 
an enterprize, fo obnoxious to all the potentates of Europe. 

THrs reafoning of I-Ienry was folid, and might very jufl1y engage hin1 in 
dilatory and cautious meafures : But there entered into his conduct another 
nwtive, which was apt to draw him beyond the juft bounds, becaufe foun(:ed 
on a ruling paffion. His frugality, which by degrees degenerated into avarice, 
made him averfe to all warlike enterprizes and diftant expeditions; and engaged
him previou£1y to try the expedient of negotiation. He difpatchecl Urfwic, 
his almoner, a man of addrefs and ability, to make offer of his mcdiat .on to 
the contending parties: An offer, which, he thought, if accepted by France, 
would foon lead to a compofure of all differences; if refufed or eluded, would at 
Jeaft difcover the per.feverance of that court in their amqitious projects. . Urfwic 
found the lady of Beaujeu, now dutchefs of Bourbon, engaged in the fiege of 
Nantz, and had the fatisfaction to find that his mr!H:cr's mediation was vny readily 
embraced, and with many expreffions of confidence and moderation. . l "'hat able 
princefs concluded, that the duke of Or Jeans, who governed the court of Bri- Di!tmulatim. 

tanny, forfeeing that every accommodation muft be made at his expence, would of the Frcnc 

ufe all his intereft to have Henry's P.ropofal rejected ; and would by that means Court. 

mal·e 
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:T~ake an c0ec1ual apology for the French meafures, and draw on the Bretons the 
reproach of obfrinacy and injuil:ice. The event juil:ified her prudence. vVhen 
the Eng1ifh ambaffador made the fame applications to the duke of Britanny, he 
received for anf ver, in name of that Prince, that having fo long aCted the p.irt 
of pro tector and guardian to Henry, during his youth and adverfity, he had ex
peCted, from a monarch of fuch virtue, more effectual affiftance, in his prefent 
difl:reffcs, than a barren offer of mediat.on, which fufp.ended not the progrefs of 
the F rench arms : That if Ii.enry's gratitude was not fufficient to engage him in 
fuch a meafure, Lis prudence, as King of England, fhould difcover to him the 
pen1ilious confequences attending the conqueft of Britanny, and its annexation to 
the crown of France: That that l· ingdom, already become too powerful, would 
be enabled, by [o great an acceffion of force; to difplay, to the ruin of England, 
that hofl:ile difpofition, which had always fubfifted between thofe rival nations: 
That Britanny, fo ufeful an ally, which, by its fituation; gave the Engliib an 
entrance into the heart of France ; being annexed to that kingdom, would be 
equally enabled from its fituation to difturb, either by pyracies or naval· arma-
11lents, the commerce and peace of England : And that if the duke refufcd 
I-Ienry's mediation, it proceeded neither fro1n an inc ination to a war, which he 
experienced to be fo ruinous to him, nor fron1 a confidence in his own force, 
which he kne w to be fo much inferior to that of the enemy ; but merely from a 
fenfe of his prefent neceffity, which muil: engage the King to act the part of his 
confederate~ not of a mediator. 

\V HEN this anfwer was reported to the King, he abandoned not the (vftem of 
conduct which he had formed: l-Ie only coi1cluded, that fame n1o' e time was 
requifite to (,uell the obfl:inary of the Brrtons and make them fubm1t to reafon. 
1\nd when he learned, that the people of Britanny, anxious for their duke's 
Lfety, h .• d formed a tumultuary army of 6o,ooo men, and had c b!iged the 
I_.."'rench to raife the fiege uf N antz, he fortified himfelf the more in his opinion, 
that the court of France would at laft be reduced, by mu'tiplied obil:acles and 
difficulties, to abandon the prrject of reducing Britanny to fubj ction. fie con· 
tinued therefore the fcheme of ne-gotiati• n, and thertby expofed himftlf to be 
deceived by the artifices of the Fn:nch minifhy ; \Vho, fiill pn~tending p:tcific 
in:entions, fent lord Bernarc.l Daubigni, a Scotch rnan of quality, to London, 
a:1d prefied I Icnry not to be difcouraged in offering his mediG.tion to the court of 
Briranny. Th·: King on his p~rt dilpatched another emba!ry compofed of Urf.\ic, 

- the abbot of Abingdun a d Sir L.ichard Tonftal, who carried new propofals for 
an amicable accommodation. No effectual fcccours, mean while, were provided 
for the difl:reifed Bretons. '.!.'he lord vVoodville, brvther to the queen dowager, 'a 

n1an 
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n1an of courage and enterprize, having afked leave to raife underhand a body of C l1:!p. 1 • 
B h f r f I.i-~s volunteers and tranfport them into ritanny, met wit a re u1al rom the King, 

who was defirous of preferving the appearance of a ftriB: neutrality. That noble-
man, however, ftill perfifted in his intentions. A He went over to the Ifle of 
Wight, of which he was governor; levied a body of 400 men ; and having at 
laft obtained, as is fuppofed, the fecret permiffion of Henry, failed with them to 
Britanny. Tliis entcrprize proved fatal to the leader, and brought fmall relief to 
the unhappy Duke. The Bretons rafhly engaged in a general aB:ion with the 28 h of Ju!t·. 
French at St. A11bin, and were totally difcomfited. Woodville and all the Eng, · 
lifh were put to the fword; together with a body of Bretons, who had been 
accouttered in the garb of Englifhmen, in order to tb·ike a greater terror into the 
French, to whom the martial prowefs of that nation was always formidable*· 
The duke of Orleans, the prince of Orange, and many other perfons of rank 
were taken prifoners. Aod the military for e of ritanny was totally diffipated. 
The death of the duke, which followed foon after, threw affairs into fiill greater 

9
th Scptem-

confufion, and feemed to threaten the ftate with a final fu bjeEt:ion. ber. 

THo, the King prepared not againft thefe events, fo hurtful to the intereft of 
England, with fnfficient vigour and precaution, .he had not altogether over
looked them. Determined to obferve a pacific conduct, as far as the fituation 
of affairs would permit, he yet knew the warlike difpofition of his fubjeB:s, and 
obferved, that their antient and inveterate animofity to France was now revived 
by the profpect of this great acceffion to its power and grandeur. He refolved 
therefore to make advantage of thofe ht.lmours, and to draw fame fupplies of 
money from the people, under pretext of giving affifiance to the Duke of Bri
tanny. He had fummoned a Parliament to meet at Wefrminfter t ; and he foon 
perfwaded them to grant him a confiderable fubfidy :f:. But this fupply, tho' 
voted by Parliament, involved the King in unexpeCted difficulties. The counties 
of Durham and York, always difcontented with Henry's government, and far
ther provoked by the late oppreffions, under which th~y had laboured, after 
the fuppreffion of Simnel's rebellion, refifted the commiffioners who were ap- A·

1 
infurrr~

pointed to levy the new tax. The commiffioners, teriTified with this appear- ti;n in the 
ance of fedition, made application to the Earl of Northumberland, and d~..fired North. 

of him advice and affiftance in the execution of their office. That noLleman 
thought the matter of importance enough to confult th King; who, unwilling 
to yield to the humours of a dif ontented populace, and forefe in~ the per-

E ni ' !OU 

* Arg~ntre l{jfl. de Dretagne, Liv. 12. + c;th 1o·:cmbe:·= 14-:; 7· 
:t: Polydorc ·virgil, p. 579, f.1ys th~t this impofition wa~ a cal)iracion t,lX; the other hiirorians t-1y 

it v.as a tax of two fhillings on the pound. 
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nicious confequences of fuch a precedent, renewed his orders for a fl:riet levy of 
the impofition. Northumberland fummoned together the juftices and chief free
holders, and delivered the King's commands in the moft imperious terms, which, 
he thought, would inforce obedience, but which tended only to provoke the 
people, and make them believe him the advifer of thofe orders which he de
livered to them t. They flew to arms, and attacked Northumberland's houfe, 
whom they put to death. Having incurred fuch deep guilt, their n1utinous 
humour prompted them to declare againfi: the King himfelf; and being inftigated by 
one John Achamber, a feditious fellow of n1ean birth, they chafe Sir John Egre
n1ond their leader, and prepared themfelves for a vigorous refiftance. I-Ienry 
was not difmayed with an infurreCtion fo precipitant and ill fupported. l-Ie 
immediately levied a force which he put under the c01nmand of the earl of Sur
rey, whom he had delivered from confinement, and reftored to his favour. His 
intention was to fend down thefe troops, in order to check the progrefs of the 
rebels; while he himfelf fhould follow with a greater body, which would abfo
lutely infure fuccefs. But Surrey thought himfelf fl:rong enough to encounter a 
raw and unarmed multitude; and he fucceeded in the attempt. The rebels were 
diffipated; John Achamber taken prifoner, and afterwards executed with fome of 
his accomplices; Sir John Egremond fled to the dutchefs of Burgundy, who 
gave him protection; the greater nun1ber of the rebels received their pardon. 

HENRY had probably expeeted, when he obtained this grant from the Par
liament, that he would be able to terminate the affair of Britanny by negotiation, 
and that he might thereby fill his coffers with the money levied by the impofition. 
-;But as the difheffes of the Bretons frill multiplied, and became every day ~ore ur
gent; he found himfelf under the necefilty of taking fome meafures, in order to fup
port them. On the death of the duke, the French had revived fome antiquated 
clatms to the dominion of the dutchy; and as the quke of Orleans was now 
captive in France, their former pretext for hoftilities could no Iono-er fen·e as a 

0 

over to their ambition. The King refolved therefore to engage as auxi:iary to 
Britanny .; and to confult the intereft, as well as defires of his people, by op· 
pofing h1.mfelf t~ t~1~ progrefs of the French power. Befides entering into a 
league wlth Maxtmdtan, and another with Ferdinand, which were diftant re-
fources, he levied a body of troops, to the numb:-r of 6ooo 1nen, with an in
t,ntion of .tranfporting them into Britanny. Still anxious, however, for the pay
tnent of hts expences, .he c~nclud~d a treaty with the young dutchefs, by which 
ihe was engaged to dehver Into h1s hands two fca-port towns, there to remain till 
fhe lhould entirely refund the charges of the armameLt *. Tho' he engaged for 

the 
t Bacon, p. 595· * Du Tillet, Recueil des Traitez. 
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the fervice of thefe troops during the fpace of eight months only, yet was the Chap. H. 

dutchef~ obliged, by the neceffity of her affairs, to fubmit to fLlch rigid conditions, r· 
1489

· 

impofed by an ally, fJ much concerned in interefl: to protect her. he forces fo~~~ ff:t: 
· arrived under the command of lord vVilloughby of Broke; and made the Britanny. 

Bretons, during fome time, mafters of the field. The French retired into their 
garri:ons ; and propofed by dilatory meafures to wafte the fire of the Engliil1, 
and difgufr them with their enterprize. The fcheme was well laid, and met with 
fuccefs. Lcrd Broke found fucfkdifcord and confufion in the councils of Bri
tanny, that no meafures could be concerted for any undertaking; no fupply ob-' 
rained; no provifions, carriages, artillery, or military fiores procured. The 
whole court was rent into factions : No one minifter had acquired the afcendant: 
And whatever project was formed by one, was fure to be traverfed by another_. 
The Englifh, difconcerted in every enterprize, by thefe animofities and uncertain 
councils, returned home as foon as the time of their fervice was elapfed ; leaving 
only a fmall garrifon in tnofe towns which had been put into their hands. 
During their fray in Britanny, they had done nothing but contributed frill far
ther to wafte the country'; and by their departure, they left it entirely at the 
mercy of die enemy. So feeble was the fuccour, which I-Ienry in this impor
tant conjunCture afforded nis ally, whom the invafion of a foreign enemy, concur
ring with domeftic diifenfions, had reduced to the utmoft diftrefs. 

THE great object of diffenfion among the Bretons was the difpofal of the young 
dutdiefs in marriage. The marefchal Rieux feconded the fuit of the lord Albert, 
who led fome forces to her affiftance. The chancellor Montauban, obferving the 
averfion cf the dutchefs to this fuitor, infified, that a petty prince, fuch as Al
bert, was unable to fupport An ne in her prefent extremities; and he recommendeu 
fome more powerful alliance, particularly that of Maximilian, King of the Ro
mans. This party at lafl: prevailed; the marriage with Maximilian wa) celebrated 

1490: 
by proxy; and the dutchefs thenceforth affumed the title of queen of the Ro-
mans. But this magnificent appellation was all fhe gained oy her marriage. 
l\1aximili n, deftitute of troops and money, and embarraifed with the continual 
revolts of the Flemings, could give no affiftance to his difireifed confort: While 
Albert, enraged at the preference given his rival, deferred her caufe, and received 
the French into Nantz, the rnoft important place in the dutchy, both for ftrength 
and riches. 

THE French court began now to change their fcheme with regard to the fub
jeB:'on of Britanny. Charles had formerly been affianced to Margaret daughter 
of Maximilian ; who, tho' too young to confummate her marriage, had been 

E 2 fen 



I-I I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

Cbnp. II. fent to Paris to be educated, ana bore at this time the title of queen of France .. 
1 49° ' Befides the rich dowry, which fhe brought the King, fhe was, after her brother,. 

Philip, then in early youth, heirefs to the whole dominions of the houfe of Bur· 
gundy ; and feen1ed in many tefpects the mE>ft proper match,. which could be· 
<:hofen for the young monarch. Thefe circumfiances had fo blinded the counciis 
both of Maximilian and Henry, that they never fufpetl:ed any other intentions in 
the French court ; nor were able to difcover,. that engagements, fo advantageous 
and fo folemnly entered into, could be infringeil and fet afide. But Charles be
gan to perceive, that th(conqueft of Britanny, in oppofition to the natives, and to 
all the great powers in Chriftendom,. would prove a very difficult enterprize;. and 
that even, if he ihould over-run the country and make himfelf mail:er of the · 
fortreffes, it would be impoffible for him long to retain poffeffion of them. T.he · 
marriage alone of the dutchefs could fully re· annex that fief to the crown; and 
the prefent and certain enjoyment of fo confiderable a territory feemed preferable · 
to the profpeet of inheriting the dominions of the houfe of Burgundy; a pro-· 
fpeCl: which became every day more difrant and precarious. Above a11, the: 
marriage of Maximilian and Anne appeared deftructive to. the grandeur and 
even fecurity of the F"rench monarchy ; while that prin<~e fhould poffefs Flanders 
on the one hand, and Britanny on the other, and might thus from both quarters 
make inroads into the heart of the country. The only remedy for thefe evils 
was therefore concluded to be the diffolution of the two marriages, which had , 
Been celebrated, but not confummatcd ;. and . the ef£oufals oi the dutchefs. of. 
Britanny~ and the King of France .. 

THIS expedient, which had not been forefeen oy any court -of Europe, and which · 
they were:, all of them, fo much engaged in po~nt· of intereft to oppofe, it was 
requifite to keep a profound fecret, and only to difcover. to the world by the full ~ 
execution of it. rfhe rneafures: of· the French miniftry were in the conduct of. 
~his delicate ent~rprize veqr wife and political. While. tHey. preffed Britanny with , 
all the rigours of war, they fecretly gained the count ofDunois; who poffeffed great · 
authority with the Bretons ; and having alfo eng~ged in their interefts the prince of , 
Orange, coufin-german to the dutchefs, they gave him his liberty, and fent him 
into Br1tanny. Thefe per.fons, fopported by other emiffaries of France, prepared 
he minds of men for the great revol ution projected, and difplayed, . tho' frill 

with many precautions, all the advantages -of an union .with the French monarchy. 
They. reprefented to the Britifh barons , that their country, harraffed during fo 
1nany years with perpetual war, had need of fome repofe, and of a folid and 
lafting peace with· the only power th ::tt was formidable to them : That their alliance .. 
with Maximilian was not : able to afford . then1 even prefent proteCtion; and by 

uniting 
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uniting them clofeiy with a power, wnich was ri\·al to the greatnefs of France, Ch-ap. II. 
fixed them in perpetual enmity with that powerful monarchy : That their near 149o. 
neighbourhood expofed them firft to the inroads of the enemy ; and the happieft. 
event, which in fuch a fituation could befal them, would be to attain peace, 
tho' by a final fubjeCl:ion to France, and by the. lofs of that liberty, tranfmittec 
them fron1 their anceftors: And that any other expedient, compatible with th · 
honour of the ftate, and their duty to their fovereign, was preferable to a fcene 
of fuch diforder and devafiation. 

THESE fuggeftions had influence on the Bretons : . But the chief difficulty lay 
in furmounting the prejudices of the young dutchefs herfelf. That princefs had . 
in1bibed in her education a firong prejudice againft the French nation, and par-
ticularly againfl: Charles, who had been the author of all the calamities, which, 
from her earlieft infancy, had befallen her family. She had alfo fixed her affec-
tions on Maximilian; and as fhe now deemld him her hufband, !he could not, , 
fue thought, without incurring the greateil: guilt, and violating the moft folemn 
engagements, contract a marriage wirh another perfon . In order to overcome 
lier obftinacy, Charles gave the duke of Orleans his liberty, who, tho' formerly 
a fuitor of the dutchefs, was now contented to ingratiate himfelf with the King, 
l5y employing in his favour all the intereft which he ftill pofftdfed in Britauny . . 
The marefchal l ieux: and chancellor M"Ontauban were reconciled by his negoti- · 
ations; and thefe rival minifi:ers now concurred with the prince of Orange, and 
the count of Dunois, in preffing the conclufion of a marriage with. Charles •. 
From their fugg ftion, Charles advanced with a powerful army and invefted ; 
Rennes, at that time the refidence of the dutchefs ; who, affailed on all hands, 
and finding none to fupport her in her inflexibility, at laft opened the gates of 
the city, and agreed to efpoufe the King of France. She was n1arried at Langey Annexation 

in Touraine ; conducted to St. Den is, where fhe was crowned ; and thence made of Rritannv . 

her entry into Paris, . amidft the joyful'acclamations of the people, who regarded to France . . 

this marriage a the moft --profperous· e.vent that could have befallen their.· 
monarchy .. 

THE triumph ahd fuccefs of Charles was tHe moft fenfible mortification to . 
the King of the Romans. He had loft a confiderable territory, which he thought 
he had ac:q 1ired, . and an accomplifhed princefs whom he had efpoufed; he was . 
affront d in the perfon of h!s daughter Margaret, who was fent back to him, 
after being treated during fo e years as-queen of France ; he had reafon to re
Hroa.ch himfelf ith his own ftJpine fecurity, in neglecting the confummation of~ 
his m rriage, which was eafily practicable for him, and which would have ren- -

dered ! 
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Chap. H. dered the tye indiffoluble: Thefe confiderations threw him into the n1of1 violent 
1+9 1

• rage, which he vented in very indecent expreffions; and he threatened Franc 
with an invafion from the united arms of Auftria, Spain, and England. 

Tn E King of England had alfo juft reafon to reproach himfelf with mifcon .. 
duCt in this important tranfaCl: ·on; and tho' the affair had terminated in a manner 
.which he could not precifely forefee, his negligence, in leaving fo long his moO: 
ufeful ally expofed to the invafion of fuperior power, could not but appear on 
reAection the rrfult of timid caution and na1row politics. As he valued himfelf 
very much on his extenfive ford1ght and profound judgment, the afcendant ac
quired over him, by a raw youth, fuch as Charles, could not but give him the 
higheft difpleafure, and prompt him to feek vengeance, after all rernedy for his 
mifcarriage was become abfolutely impraCticable. But he was farther ad:uated 
by avarice, a motive ·ftill more predominant with him than either pride or re
venge ; and he fought even from his prefent difappointments, the gratification of 
this ruling paffion. Under pretext of a French war, he iffued a commiffion for 

7th July. levyi ng a Be11evole;zce on his people*; an arbitrary taxation, which had been 
abo1ifhec1 by a recent law of Richard the third, a1 d which was the more provok
ing, that, tho' really railed by menaces and extortion it was nevcrthelefs pre
tended to be given by the voluntary c nfent of the people. This violence fell 
chiefly on the commercial part of the nation, who were poffelfed of the ready 
money. London alone contributed to the amount of near Io,ooo pounds. Arch
bifhop Morton, the chancellor, inflructed the commiffioners to employ a diJen1ma, 
in which every one might be comprehended: If the perfons applied to lived fruo-al-o . 
ly, they were told, that their parfimony muft necdfarily have e riched them : If 
their method of living was fplendid and hofpitaole, they were concluded opulent 
on account of their exp~nces. 'rhis device was by fome called chancellor Mor
ton's fork, and by others his crutch. 

So little apprellenfive was the King of a Parliament, on account of his levy .. 
ing this a:bitrary impofition, that he foon after fummoned that affembly to meet 
at \\r eflmmfter; and he even expected to enrich himfelf farther by work in()" on their .2-th Otl:ober. . . o 1 
paffions and preJUdice~. 1-Je knew the refentment, which the Eno-lifh had con-

A Parliament. cei.ved aga.inft France, by reafon of the conquefl: of Britanny ; and he took care to 
infifi on that topic, in the fpeech, which he himfc If pronounced to the Parliament. 
l-Ie told the m, that France, elevated with her late fucce.Jfes, had even proceeded 
to a cont. mpt of England, and had refufed to pay that tribute, which Lewis 
tbe eleventh had fi:ipulated to Edward the fourtn : That it became fo warlike a 

nation 

~ Rymcr, Vol. XII. p. 446. Bac<>n fays that the benevolence was levied with confent of Parlia-
.ment1 which is a miftake. 
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nation as the Englifh to be· rouzed with this indignity, and not to limit their 
pretenfions merely to repreffing the prefent injury: That for his part, he was 
determined to Jay claim to the crown of France itfelf, and to maintain by force 
of arms fo juft a. title tranfinitted to him by his gallant anceftors: That Creffy, 
Poietiers, and Agincourt were fufficient to infirutt them in their fuperiority over 
the en:: my; nor did he defpair of adding new names to the glorious catalogue : 
;rhat a King of France had been prifoner at London, and a King of England 
1ad been crowned at Paris ; events which fhould animate them to an emulation 

of like glory with that enjoyed by their forefathers : That the domeftic diifenfions 
of England had been the f~Jle caufe of her lofing thefe foreign dominions ; and 
her prefent union and harmony would be the effeCtual means of recovering them : 
That where fuch lafting honour was in view, and fuch an important acquifition, 
it became not brave men to repine at the advance of a little treafure : And that 
for his part, he was determined to make the war maintain itfelf, and hoped, by 
the invafion of fo opulent a kingdom as France, to encreafe, rather than di1ninifh, 
the riches of the nation * 

l J OTWITHST ANDING thefe magnificent vaunts of the King, all men of pene
tration concluded, from the perfonal character of the man, and ftill more, fron1 
the fituation of his affairs, that h'e had no ferious intention of pufhing the war 
to fuch extremity as he pretended. France was not now in the fame condition 
as when fuch fuccefsful inroads had been made into her by the former Kings of 
England. The great fiefs were un ited to the crown ; the princes of the blood 
.were defirous of peace and tranquility; the kingdom abounded with able cap
tains and veteran foldiers ; and the gener,ll afpeet of its affairs feemed more to 
threaten its neighbours, than to fubjeEt it to any infults from them. The levity 
and vain glory of Maximilian were fupported by his pompous titles ; but were 
'ill feconded by military power, and frill lefs, by any revenue, proportioned to 
them. The po:itic Ferdinand, while he made a !how of war, was actually nego
tiating for peace ; and rather than expofe himfelf to any hazard, wou1d accept of 
very moderate conceffions from France. Even England was not free from do
mefl:ic difcontents; and in Scotland, the death of Henry's friend and ally, James 
the third, who had been murdered by his rebellious fubjeEts , had made way for the 
fucceffion of his fon, James the fourth, who was devoted to the French interefl-, 
and would furely be alarmed with any progrefs of the Englifh arms. But al 
thefe obvious confide ations had no influence with the Parliament. Inflamed by 
the ideas of fubduing France, and of inriching themfelves with the fpoiis of tlut 
· J.dngdom 

* Bacon, p. 6o1 
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kingdotn, they gave ' into the fnare prepared for them, and voted the fuppty 
.which· the King demanded. Two fifteenths were granted him ; and the better 

· t~·enable hi~ vaffals .and nobility to attend him, an aCl: was paifed, empowering 
.thetn to· fell their eftates, without paying any fines for alienation. 

1'HE nobilily were univerfally feized with a defire of military glory; and hav-
·ing creduloufiy fwallowed all the boafts of the King, they dreamed of no lefs 
than carrying their triumphant arms to the gates of Paris, and putting the crown 
of France on Henry's head. Many of them borrowed large fums or fold off 
manors, that ·they ·might appear in the field with greater fplendour, and lead out 

!their followers in n1ore compleat order. The king croffed the feas, and arrived 
at Calais on the fixth of OCtober, with ::ln ::lrmy of twenty-five thoufand foot and 
·fixteen hundred horfe, which he put under the command of the duke of Bedford 
and the earl of Oxford : But as fome inferred, from his opening the campaign 
.in fo late a ·feafon, that peace woqld foon be concluded between the crowns, he 
was defirous of fuggefting a contrary inference. " He had come over,'' he faid~ 
·" to make an entire conqueft of France, which was not the work of one fummer. 
" It ·was therefore of no confequence at what feafon he began the invafion; efpe
'" cially as he had Calais ready for winter quarters." As if he had ferioufiy in
•tended this enterprize, he inftantly marched with his army into the enemy's coun~ 
try, and laid fiege to BuJloigne: But notwithfi:anding this appearance of a hoftile 
. difpofition, tht:re had been fecret advances made towards a peace above three 
· n1o.nths before ; and commiffioners had been appointed to treat of the terms. 
"The better to reconcile the minds of men to this unexpeCted meafure, the king's 
.a.,mbaifadors arrived in the camp from the Low Countries, and informed him, that 
Maximilian was in no readinefs to join hin1; nor was any affifrance to be hoped for 
~from that quarter. Soon after, meifengers came from Spain, and brought news 
.of a peace concluded between that kingdom and France, in which Charles had 
rr.ade a ceffion of the counties of Rouffillon and Cerdagne to Ferdinand. Tho' 
thefe articles of intelligence were carefully difperfed thro' the army, the King was 
ftill apprehenfive, left a fudden peace, after fuch magnificent pron1ifes and high 

·expeCtations, would expofe him to great reproach. That he might more 
effectually cover the intended meafures, he fecretly eno-aoed the marquifs of Dor-. bb 
iet, together with tv.-enty three perfons of condition, to prefent him a petition for 
h is agreeing to a treaty with Fra::ce. The pretence was founded on the late fea-
,fon of the year, the difficulty of fupplying the army at Calais durino- winter, the 

·· obftacles which arofe in the Jlege of Bu1loigne, the defertion of thof~ allies whofe 
.amftance had been moft rel ied on: Events which might, all of them, have been 
1forefc en before the embarkation of the forces. 
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IN confequcnce of thcfe preparatory fieps, the biG1op of Exeter and the lord Chap. H. 

Daubeney \Vere fent to confer at Eftaples with the marefchal of C01·des, and to f ut I49z. 

the 1aft hand to the treaty. A few days fufliced for this purpofe: The demands 
of Henry were wholly r en niary ; and tile King of Fr,mce, who efl:eemed the 
peaceable poffeffion of Brjranny an equivalent for any money, and who was all c T 

c · · n. d 1' · · I l d'l d h r. 1 1d 01 1\o-on fire tOr h1s prOJCI...l.e expec ItlOn mto ta y, rea 1 y agree to t e propo1a s ~em:Jer. 
made him. He engaged to pay 1-Ienrv feven hundred and forty-five thouf.1nd Pe:tce wi:h 
crowns, about one hundred and cighty-fi}t thoufand two hundred and fifty pour~ds France. 

fterling; partly as a reimburfement of the fums advanced for Britanny, partly as 
arrears of the penfion due to Edward the fourth. And he ftipulated a yearly 
penfion to Henry and his heirs of twenty-five thoufand cro\vns. Thus the King, 
as remarked by his hiftorian, made profit upon his fubjeCls for the war; and upon 
his enemies for the peace *. And the people agreed, that he had fulfilled his 
promife, when he faid to the parliamen~, that he would make the war maintain 
itfelf. Maximilian was comprehended in Henry's treaty, if he plea fed to accept 
of it ; but he difdained to be in any refpeCt beholden to an ally, of whom, he 
thought, he had reafon to complain: He made a feparate peace with France, 
and obtained reftitution of Artois, Franchecomte and Charolois, which had been 
given as the dowry of his daughter, when ihe was affianced to the King of 
France. 

THE peace, concluded between England and France, was the more likely to 
continue, that Charles, fLJll of ambition and youthful hopes, bent all his atten
tion to the fide of Italy, and foon after undertoolr the conqueft of Naples ; an 
enterprize, which Henry regarded with the greater indifference, that Naples lay 
remote from him, and France had never, in any age, been fuccefsful on that 
quarter. The King's authority was fully eftablifhed at home; a~d every rebellion, 
which had been attempted againft him, had hitherto tended only to confound his 
enemies, and confolidate his power and inf1uence. I-Es reputation for policy and 
conduct was every day augmenting; his treafures had encreafed even from the 
mofc unprofperous events ; the hopes of all pretenders to his thrqne were cut oft~ 
as well by his n1arriage, as by the iffue which it had brought him. In this pro
mifing fituation, the King had reafon to flatter hifljfelf with the profpect of a 
durable peace and tranquillity : But :1 is inveterate and indefatigable enemies·, 
whom he had wantonly provol·ed, raifed up to him an adverfary, who kept him 
long in inquietude, :md fometimes even brought him into danger. 

THE dutchefs of Burgundy, full of rcfentment for the deprellion of her family 
and its partizans, rather irritated than ditcouraged with the bad fuccefs of her pafl: 

F nterprizes, 
* Paccn, p. 6os. Pol. \r irg. p. 5 86. 
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Chap. H. enterprizes, was determined at leaft to difturb that government, which ilie found 
I49z. it fo difficult to fubvert.. By n1eans of her emiffaries, !he· propagated the report, ' 

that her nephew, Richard Plantagenet, duke of York, had efcaped from the 
Tower when his elder brother was murdered, and that he lay frill fomewhere 
concealed: And finding this rum our, however improbable, to be greedily re
ceived by the people, 1he had been looking out for fome young man, proper to
perfonate that unfortunate prince. 

Perfdn War- THERE WJS one Ofbec or Warbec, a renegado Jew of Tournay, who had been 
bee. carried by fome bufinefs to London in the reign of Edward the fourth, and had 

there a fon born to him. Having had opportunities of being known to the King, 
and obtaining his favour, he prevailed with that prince, whofe manners were very 
affable, to ftand godfather to his fon, to whom he gave the name of Peter, cor

rupted after the Flen1ilh manner into Peter-kin, or Perkin. It was by fome be
lieved, that Edward, among his other amorous adventures, had had a fecret 
correfpondence with Warbec's wife; and from this incident people accounted for 
that refen1blance, which was afterwards remarked between young Perkin and that 

monarch *. Some years after the birth of this child, Warbec returned to Tour
nay; where Perk in his fon remained not long, but by different accidents was car
ried from place to place, and his birth and fortunes became thereby unknown, 
and difficult to be traced by the m oft careful enquiry. The variety of his adven
tures had happily favoured the natural verfatility and fagacity of his genius; and 
he feemed to be a youth perfeCl:ly fitted to aCt: any part, or affume any character. 

. In this light he had been reprefented to the dutchefs of Burgundy, who, ftruck, 

with the concurrence of fo many circumftances fuited to her purpofe, defired to 
be made acquainted with the perfon, on whom !he began already to ground her· 

Hisimpofture. hopes of fuccefs. She found him to exceed her moft fanguine expeCtations; fo 
beautiful did he appear in his perfon, fo graceful in his air, fo courtly in his ad,. 
drefs, fo full of docility and good fenfe in his behaviour and converfation. The 
leffons, which were neceffary to be taught him, in order to his perfonating the 
duke of York, were foon learned by a youth of fuch quick comprehenfion ; but 
as the feafon feemed not then favourable for his enterprize, Margaret, in order 
the better to conceal him, fent him, under the care of Lady Brampton, into Por
tugal, where he remained a year, unknown to all the world. 

THE war, which was then ready to break out between France and England, . 
feemed to afford a proper opportunity for the difcovery of this new phxnomenon; 
and Ireland, which frill retained its attachments to the houfe of York, was pitched 
on as the proper place for his firfi: appearance t. He landed at Corke ; and im-

mediatelY. 
* Bacon, p. 6o6. t Polyd. Virg. p. 5 89. 
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1ediateiy a.fTuming the name of Richard Plantagenet, drew to him partizans Chap. If. 

among that ignorant and credulous people. He wrote letters to the earls of Def-
1
49z. 

mond and Kildare, inviting them to join his party: He difperfed every where 
the frrange intelligence of his efcape from his uncle Richard's cruelty ; and men , 
fon of every thing new and wonderful, began to make him the general fubject 
of their difcourfe, and even the objeCt of their favour. 

THE news foon reached France ; and Charles, prompted by the private follici
tations of the dutchefs of Burgundy, and the intrigues of one Frion, a fecretary 
of Henry, who had deferred his fervice, fent Perkin an invitation to repair to 

hin1 at Paris. He received him with all the marks of regard due to the d uke of 
York; fettled on him a handfome penfion, affigned him n1agnificent lodgings, 
and in order to provide at once for his dignity and fecurity, gave him a guard for 
his perfon, of which lord Congrefall accepted the office of captain. The French 
courtiers readily embraced a fiB:ion, which their fovereign thought it his intereft 
to adopt : Perkin, both by his deportment and perfon, fupported the prepof
feffion, whidi was fpread abroad of his royal pedigree: And the whole king,10in 
was full of the accomplifhments, as well as fingular adventures and misfortunes, 
of the young Plantagenet. Wonders of this nature are commonly augmented at 
a diilance. From France, the admiration and credulity diffufed themfelves into En g. 
land: Sir George Neville, Sir John Taylor, and a hundred gentlemen more 
came to Paris, in order to offer their fervice to the fuppofed duke of York, and 
to 1hare his fortunes: And the impoftor had now the appearance of a court at
tending him, and began to entertain hopes of final fuccefs in his undertakings. 

WHEN peace was concluded between France and England at Efraples, Henry 
applied to have Perk in put into his hands; but Charles, refolute not to betray a 
young man, of whatever birth, whon1 he had invited into his kingdom, would 
agree only to difmifs him. The pretended Plantagenet retired to the dutchefs of 
Burgundy in Flanders, and craving her protection and affiftance, offered to lay 
before her all the proofs of that birth, to which he laid claim. The princefs He is ~vcwed 

affec'ced ignorance tl his pre:enfions ; even put on the appearance of difl:rufr; and h:r the dPtch-

h . ll... r 'd b l d d . d b s· l' . fh d . eis of Bt.r-avtng, as u1e 1a1 , een a rea y ece1ve y 1mne s cla1m, e was etermit:ed o-u ndy 
0 J 

never again to be feduced by any impoftor. She defired before all the world to 
be infrruB:ed in his reafons for affuming the name which he bore; feemed to exa
mine every circumftance with the n1oft fcrupulous nicety ; put many particular 
queftions to him ; affeB:ed afronifhment at his anfwers ; and at laft, after long 
and fevere fcrutiny, burft out into joy and admiration at his wonderful delivery, 
embraced him as her nephew, the true image of Edward, the foie heir of the 
l)lantagenets, and the legitimate fucceffor of the Engli!h throne. She imme-

F 2 diately 
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C'h:-p. II. diately aligned him an equipage, fuited to his pretended birth; appoint~8 him a 
1 493· guard of thirty halberdi: rs; engaged every one to pay court to him; rnd on all 

occafions honoured him with .th~ appellation of the White Rofe of England. The 
Flemings, moved by the authority, which Marg~ret, both from her rank and 
perfonal charaCter, enjoyed among them, readily adopted the fiction of Perk" n's 
royal defcent : No furmize of his true birth was as yet heard of: Little contra
diCtion was made to the prevailing opinion : And the Englifh, from their great 
communication with the natives of the Low Countries, were every day more and 
more prepofieffed in favour of the impoftor. 

IT was not the populace alone of England, that gave credit to Perkin's preten-· 
lions. Men of the higheft birth and quality, difgufted with Henry's go_vernment, 
by which they found the nobility depreffed, began to turn their eyes towards this 
new claimant, and fome of then1 even entered into a correfpondence with him. 

~nd by many Lord Fitzwater, Sir Simon Mountfort, Sir Thomas Thwaites betrayed their in
of the Engliil1 clination towards him: Sir WilJiam Stanley himfelf, lord chamberlain, who had 
nobility. 15een fo acrive in railing Henry to the throne, moved either by blind credulity or 

a reftlefs ambition, entertained the projeCt of a revolt in favour of his enemy *. 
Sir Robert Clifford and vVilliam Barley were ftill more open in their meafures: 
They went over to Flanders, offered their fervice to Perkin, and were introduced 
oy the dutchefs of Burgundy to his acquaintance. Clifford wrote back to Eng
land, that he knew perfecrly the perfon of Richard duke of York, that this young 
man was undoubtedly that prince himfelf, and that no circumftance of his ftory 
was expofed to the leaft difficulty. Such pofitive intelligence, conveyed by a per
fan of fuch high rank and character, was fufficicnt with many to put the matter 
beyond all quefl:ion, and excited the wonder and attention even of the_mofi indif-. 
ferent. The 'vhole nation were held in fufpenfe ; a regular confpiracy was formed 
againfl: the King's authority; and a correfpondence fettled between the malecon ... 
tents in Flanders and thofe in England . . 

THE King was well informed of all thefe particulars; but agreeable to his cha
racter, vvhich was both cautious and refolute, he proceeded very deliberately, but 
fieJdily, in counter-working the projeEts of his enemies. His firft object was to 
afcertain the death of the recil duke of York:, and to confi.rn1 the opinion, which 
had always prevailed with regard to that event. Four perfons had been em
ployer1 by Richard in the murder of his nephews; Sir James Tirrel, to whom he 
had con1mitted the government of the To\\·er for that purpofe, and who had feen 
th~ dead princes ; Miles Forreft and John Dighton, who perpetrated the action ; 
and the priefr v,rho buried the bodies. Tirrel and Dighton alone were alivt>, and 
they agreed in tl.e fame ftor~; but as the prieft was dead, and as the bodies had· 

been 
~ Bacon, p. 6o8~ 
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been removed by Richard's orders from the place where they were firft interrt' 'i, 
and could not now be found, it was not in Henry's power to put the faCt, fo 
n1uch as he wifhed, beyond all doubt and controverry. 

FIE met at fir!l: with more difficulty, but was in the end more fuccefsf1.1l, in 
deteCting who this wonderful perfon was that thus boldly advanced pretenfions to 
his crown. He difperfed his fpies all over Flanders and England ; he engaged 
111any to pretend that they had embraced Perkin's party; he directed them to in
finuate themfelves into the confiacnce of his friends; in. proportion as they con
veyed intelligence of any confpirator, he bribed his retainers, his domefi:ic 
fervants, nay fometimes his confdlur, and by thefe means traced up fome 
other confederate; Clifford himfelf he engaged by hopes of reward and 
par\.lon, to betray the fecrets committed to him ; the more truft he gave any of 
his fpies, the higher refentment did he feign againfi: them ; fome of then1 he even 
caufed to be excommunicated and publicly anathematized, in order the better to 
procure then1 the confidence of his enemies: And in the iffue, the whole plan of 
the confpiracy was laid clearly before him; and the whole pedigree, adventures, 
ife and converfation of the pretended duke of York. This latter ftory was im

.Fnediately publifhed for the fatisfaction of the nation : The confpirators he referv d 
for a flower and more fecure vengeance •. 

MEANWHILE, he remonftrated with the arcliduke Philip, on account of the 
eountenance and protection, which was afforded in his dominions to fo infamous 
an impofture; contrary to treaties fubfifting between the fovereigns, and to the 
mutual amity, which had fo long been maintained by the fubjeCts of both ftate . 

Margaret had intereft enough to get his applications rejected; under pretence that 
Philip had no authority over the demefnes of the dutchefs dowager. And the 
King, in refentment of this injury, cut ofF all commerce with the Low Countries, 
banifhed the F1emings from England, and reca led his own fubjetts from thefe 
provinces. Philip r taliated by like edicts; but f-Ienry knew, that fo mutinous 
a people as the Flemings would not long bear, in complian'ce with the humours 
of their prince, to be deprived of fo beneficial a branch of commerce as that which. 
they carried .on with England. 

HE had it in his power to inflict more effectual punifhment on his domefl:ic 
enemies; ancl when his projecl:s were fufficientl matured, he fJiled not to nuke 
them feel the effeCts of his rcfcntment. Almofl: in the fame infl:anr, he arrefted 
Fitzwater, Mountfort, and Thwaites, together with v 7 illiam D.:ubeney, Robert 
Ratc 1 ift~ Thomas Creffenor, and Thomas AO:woo""l. A 11 thefe were arraigned, 
convi-:ted, and condemned for high treafon, in adhering and prom"fing aid to Per-

kin 

Chap. IT. 

'+93· 

1494· 
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Clap. II. kin. Mountfort, Ratcliff, and Daubeney were immediately executed : Fitzwater 
1494· was fent ovrr to Calais, and retained in cu(tody; but having praB:ifed on his 

keeper for an efcape, he foon after underwent the fame fate. The reft were par
dor.ed, together with William W orfeley, dean of St. Paul's, and fome others, 
who had been accufed and examined, but not brought to public trial '*. 

GREATER and more folemn preparations were efteemed requifite for the trial 
of Stanley, lord chamberlain, whofe authority in the nation, whofe domef
tic connexions with the King, as well as his former great fervices, feemed to 
fecure him againft any accufation or punifhment. Clifford was directed to come 
over privately to England, and to throw himfelf at the King's feet, while placed 
at the council table; craving pardon for his paft offences, and offering to attone 
for them by any fervices, which fuould be required of him. I-Ienry told him, 
that the befl: proof he could give of penitence, and the only fervice he could now 
render him, was the full confeffion of his guilt, and the difcovery of all his ac
complices, however diftingui!hed by rank or character. Encouraged by this 
exhortation, Clifford accufed Stanley then prefent, as his chief abettor; and 
offered to lay before the council the whole proofs of his guilt. Stanley himfelf 
could not difcover n1ore furprize than was affected by Henry on this occafion. He 
received the intelligence as abfolutely falfe and incredible ; that a man, to whom 
he was, in a great meafure, beholden for his crown, and even for his life ; a 
man, to whom, by every honour and favour, he had endeavoured to exprefs his 

,gratitude; whofe brother, the earl of Derby, was the King's father-in law; to 
whom he had even committed the truft of his perfon, by creating him lord cham
berlain : That this man, enjoying his full confidence ard affection, not actuated 
by any motive of difcontent or apprehenfion, fhould engage in a confpiracy 
againfi: him. Clifford was therefore exhorted to weigh well the confequences of 
·this accufation ; but as he perfifred in the fame pofitive affeverations, Stanley was 
committed to cuftody, and foon after examined before the council t. He denied 
not the guilt imputed to him by Clifford; he did not even endeavour much to 
extenuate it; whether he thought that a frank and open confeffion would ferve 
for an atonement, or trufted to his prefent connexions, and his former fervices, 

'Trial and e:.: for pardon and fecurity. But princes are often ant to reo-ard o-reat fervices as a . f t b b 
ecurwn ° ground of jealoufy, efpecially if accompanied with a craving and refi:lefs difipofition, .:tanley. '-J 

in the perfon who has performed then1. The general difcontent alfo, and mutinous 
humour of the people, feemed to require fome great example of feverity. And 
-AS Stanley was one of the moft opulent fubjects in the kingdom, being poffeffed 

" Polydore Virgil, p. 592. 
4 
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of above three thoufand pounds a year in land, and forty thoufand merks in plate Chap. e. 
n. f r 1 1495· and money, befides other property of great value, the profpeL-L o 10 ric 1 a 

forfeiture was deemed no fmall motive in Henry for proceeding to extremity 1 sth of Fc-

againfl: him. After fix weeks delay, which was interpofed in order to fhew that bruary. 

the King was reftrained by doubts and fcruples; he was brought to his trial, 
condemned, and prefently after beheaded. I-Iifrorians are not well agreed 
with regard to the crime which was proved againfl: him. The general report 
is, that he iliould have faid in confidence to Clifford, that, if he was fure the 
young man, who appeared in Flanders, was really fon to King Edward, he 
never would bear arms againfl: him. This fentiment might difgufl: Henry as · 
itnplying a preference of the houfe of York to that of Lancafier, but could 
fcarcely be the ground, even in thofe arbitrary times, of a fentence of high· 
treafon againft Stanley. It is more probable, therefore, what is afferted by fome 
hiftorians, that he had exprefsly engaged to affift Perkin, and had aCtually fent 
him fome fupply of money. 

THE fate of Stanley made great impreffion on the whole kingdom, and firuck . 
all Per kin's retainers with the deepeft difmay. From Clifford's defertion, they 
found that all their fecrets were difcovered ; and as it appeared, that Stan1ey , . 
even while he feemed to live in the greateft confidence with the King, had been 
continually furrounded by fpies, who reported and regiftered every action which 
he committed, nay, every word which fell from him, a general difirufl: took 
place, and all mutual confidence ~as deftroyed, even among the moft intimate · 
friends and acquaintance. The jealous and fcvere temper of the King, together 
with his great reputation for fagacity and penetration, kept men in awe, and 
quelled not only the n1ovements of fedition, but the very murmurs of faCtion. 
Libels, however, crept out againft Henry's perfon and adminiftration; and . 
being greedily propagated, by every fecrct art, Ihowed that there frill remained 
among the people a confiderable root of difcont~nt, which wanted only a proper 
opportunity to difcover itfelf. 

BuT Henry continued more intent on increafing the terrors of his people, , 
than on gaining their affeCtions. Trufiing to the great fuccefs which attended 
him in all his enterprizes, he gave every day, more and tnore, a loofe to his ra
pacious temper, and employed the arts of perverted law and juftice, in order to 
exact fines and compo!ltions from his p-.ople. Sir \Villiam Capel, alderman of 
London, was condemned on fome penal H:atutes to pay the futn of 2 743 pounds, 
and was obliged to compound for fixteen hundred and fifteen. This was the 
firft noted cafe of that nature;, but it became a precedent, , which prepared the ~ 

way: 
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Chap. If. way fo r m~·;y o~ hers. T he management, indeed, of thefe oppreffive arts •.vas 
1 I-:J5· the g r r~ f c rr t of the King's adminiftrat ion. \Vhile he deprefied the nobility, 

he exalted , ~ 1d hono 1red an : careiled the lawyers; and bi that means both 

b ·HowcJ aut:1ority on the law s, and was enabled, whenever he pleafed, to per

ver t t hem to his o'<rn adv antage . His g overnment was oppreflive; but it 
,,·as [o muc: the lefs b urt l:cnfome, that, by extending his own authority, and 

curbing tl e nob lt,s, he. became in re.1lity the fole oppreffor in . his kingdom. 

As ~et ki n found, that the King's authority gained ground daily among the 

peo1,l , and that his own pretenfions were becoming obfolete, he refolved to attempt 

fomethinrr which mip-h t revive t he hopes and expeCtations of his partizans. I-Iav-
t? ' 0 • 

ing g athered together a band of outlaws, pirates, robbers, and neceffitous perfons 

of all nations, to the number of 6oo men, he put to fea with a refolution of mak-

- ing a defcent in England ; and of exciting the common people to arms, fince all 

his correfpondence "' ith the nobility was cut off by Henry's vigilance and fe

verity. Information being brought him, that the King had made a progrefs to 

the north, he caft anchor on the coaft of Kent, and fent fome rof his retainers 

afhore, who invited the country to join him. The gentlemen of Kent gathered 

together fome troops to oppofe him; but tney propofed to do more effential 

fe rvice than by repelling the invafion: They carried the femblance of friendfhip 

to Perkin, and invited him to come himfelf afhore, in: order to take the command 

over them. But the wary youth, obferving that 'they had more order and regu

Lrity in thtir movements than could be fuppofed in new levied forces, who had 

taken arms againft eftablifhed authority, refufed to commit himfelf into their 

hands ; and the Kentifh troops defpairing of fuccefs in ·their ftratagem, fet upon 

fuch of his retainers, as were already landed; and befides fome who were flain 

and fome who efcaped, they took an hundred and fifty prifoners. Thefe were 

t ried and condemned ; and all of them executed, . by order from the King, who 

was refolved to ufe no mixture of lenity towards men of fuch defperate fortunes*. 

THIS year a P arliament was fummoned in England, and another in Ireland; 

A l'arliament. and fo me remarkable laws were paffed in both cou ntr;es . The Engli01 Parlia

ment enacted, that no perfon who fhould affi£1: in arms or otherwife the King for 

the time being fhould ever afterwards, either by courfe of law or aCt of Parlia

m nt, be uttainted for fuch an infbnce of obedience. This fcatute mioht be ex-
. f 0 

po !ed to iome blame, as avourable to ufurpers ; were the re any precife rules, 

which a. way: , even during the molt faCtious times, could determine the true fuc

o fiar, and render every one inexcufable, \/ho did not il..bmit to ·him. But ac; 

tl e tities ~f pri nces are tbe il the great fubje[t of difpute, and each p,lrty p l"'ads 
to.i1ics 

*' Po' yJore Virgil, p. 595• 
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topics in the;r own favour, it feems but equitable to fecure thofe who ace in ftlp· 
port of efrablifhed tranquillity, an obj Cl: at all times of undoubted benefit and 
importance. Henry, confcious of hi., difputed title, promoted this law in order 

. to fecure his partizans againft all events; but as he had himfelf obferved a dif
ferent practice with regard to Richard's adherents, he had reafon to apprehend, 
that, during the violence which ufually enfues on public convulfions, his example, 
rather than his law, would, in cafe of a new revolution, be followed by his 
enemies. .And the attempt to bind the legiflature itfelf, by prefcribing rules to 
future Parliaments, was plainly contradictory to the fundatnental principles of 
political government. 

THIS Parliament alfo pafi'ed an act, impowering the King to levy by courfe of 
law, all the fums which any perfon had agreed to pay by way of benevolence : 
A ftatute, by which that arbitrary method of taxation was directly authorized 
and juftified. 

THE King's authority appeared equally prevalent and uncontrolable in Ireland. 
Sir Edward Poynings had been fent over with feme troops into that country, 
with an intention of quelling the partizans of the houfe of York, and of reducing 
the natives to fubjeftion. He was not fupported with forces fufficient for that 
important enterprize : The Irifh, by flying into their woods, and moraffes, and 
mo1.1ntains, in fome meafure, eluded his efforts : But Poynings fummoned a par
liament at Dublin, where he was more fuccefsful. He paffed that memorable 
ftatute, which fiill bears his name, and which eftabJiihcs the authority of the 
Engliih government in Ireland. By this fl:atute, the Parliament of England 
were empowered to make Jaws for Ireland ; and no bill can be introduced into 
the Irifh parliament, unlcfs it previoufly receive the fanction of the council of 
England. 

\:V HIL E Henry's authority was thus efl:abJifhed throughout his do m ·nions, and 
general tranquillity prevailed, the whole continent was thrown into combufiion 
by rhe French invafion of Italy, and by the rapid fuccefs which attended Charles 
in that rafh and ill-concerted enterprize. 1'he Italians, who had entirely loft 
the ufe of arms, and who, in the midft of continual wars, had become every 
day more unwarlike, were aftonifhed to meet with an enemy, that made the field 
of battle~ not a pon~pous tournament, but a fcetic of blood, and fought at the 
hazard of their O\vn 1ivts the death of their enemy. Their dfeminate troops 
were diffipa ted ev ry \'v here on the a pp: oach of the French army : Their beft 
fcrtifi<.d cities opened their gates: Kingdoms and nates were in an infianr. over· 
turn~d: i\nd t!lro' th.: \Vhole length or Italy, which the I· rench penetrated with-

G out 
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out refifrance, they feemed rather to be taking quarters in their own country, 

than mal'ing conqueft:s over an enemy. The maxims, which the ltal"ans, during 

that age, followed in negotiations, wne as ill calcula red to fupport their ftates, as 
the habits to which they were addifted in war. A treacherous, deceitful, and 

inconftant fyftem of politics prevailed ; and even thofe fmall remains of fidelity 

and honour, which were preferved in the councils of the other European princes, 

were ridiculed in Italy, as proofs of ignorance and rufticity. Ludovico, du1(e 

of Milan, who invited the French to invade Naples, had never defired nor ex

petted their fuccefs ; and was the firft alarmed at the profperous iffue of thofe 

projects, which he himfelf had concerted. By his intrigues a league was formed 

amot g feveral potentates to oppofe the progrefs of Charles's conquefts and fecure 

their own indep~ndency;. This league was compofcd of Ludovico himfelf, the 

pope, Maximilian King of the I~omans, Ferdinand of Spain, and the republic 

of Venice. I Icnry too entered into the confederacy ; but was not put to any ex

pence or trouble in confeqt!ence of his engagements. The King of France, 

terrified by fo powerful a con1bination, retired fron1 ~:aples with the greateft 

part of his army, and returned to France. The forces, which he left in his 

new conqudh, partly by the revolt of the inhabit nts, partly by the invafion 

of the Spaniards, were foon after fubdued; and the whole kingdom of Nap] s 

fuddenly rtturned to its allegiance under Ferdinand, fon to Alphonfo, who had 

been fuddenly expelled by the irruption of the French. Ferdinand died foon 

afte ; and left his uncle, Frederic, in peaceable poffdlion of the throne. 

C H A P. 
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Perkin returns to Scotland.--Infurretlion in the Wefl.-Battle of Black
heath.--Truce with Scotland.-Perkin taken prifoner.--Perkin 
executed.--'The earl of Warwic executed--Marrictge of prince 
Arthur with Catherine of Arragon.--His death.-Marriage if the 
princefs Margaret with tbe J(ing of Scotland.-Opprejjions if the 
People.-A Parliament.--.Arri1-'al of the King of CajHle.
lntrigues of the Earl oj' Sqlfolk.--Sicknefs oj' the King--his death 
-and charaCier.-I-Iis larzvs. 

FTER Perkin was repulfed from the coafl: of Kent, he retired into Flan- Chap. nr. 
ders ; but as he found it impoffible to fubfift himfelf and his followers, 1495. 

1hile he remained in tranquiHity, he foon after made an attempt upon Ireland, 
which had always appeared forward to join every invader of ~Ienry's authority. 
But Poinings had now put the affairs of that iiland in fo good a pofiure, that 
Per kin met with 1 ittle fuccefs; and being tired of the favage life, \vhich he was 
obliged to lead, while fkulking among the wild Irifh, he bent his courfe towards 
Scotland, and prefented himfelf to J ames the fourth, who then governed that 
l·ingrlom. He had been previouOy recommended to that prince by the King of 
France, who was difgufted that Henry had entered into the league againfl: him; 
and this recommendation was even feconded by Maximi1ian, \\ ho, tho' one of 
the confederates, ftood on ill terms with the King, on account of his prohibi .. ion 
of commerce with the Low Countries. The countenance giv n Perkin b thefe 
princes procured him a favourable reception with the King of Scotland, ·ho Per' in re ire 

affured him, that, whatever he were, he never fhould repent the p ltting him- to Sco la. d. 

fdf into his hands* : The infinuating addrefs and plaufible oehaviour of the 
youth himfelf fee m e,ven to have gained him credit and authori•y. J ames, whom 
years had not yet taught difl:rnft and caution, was 1educed to believe the ftory of 
Perkin's birth and adventures ; and he carried his confidence fo fer as to give 
him in n1arriage the lady Catherine Gordon, d.ll ghrer of t. e Earl of I luntley, 
nnd a near kinfwoman of his own ; a young wom n too, eminent for virtue as 

ell as beauty. 
G 2 THERE 
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THERE fubGfted at that time a great jealoufy between the courts of England 
and Scotland; and J ames was probably the more forward on tl a acc0unt to 
adopt any fiCtion, which, he thought, n1ight reduce his enemy to diihef.s or 
difl1culty. l-Ie fuddenly refolved to make an inro~d into England, attended with 
fome of the borderers ; and he carried Perkin along with him,. in hopes, that the 
appearance of the pretended prince might raife an infurreftion in the northern 
counties. Perk in himfelf difperft a manifefto, where he fet forth his 0\'1 n il:'ory, . 
and craved the affiftance of all his fuLjeEt:s in expelling the ufurper, whofe tyranny 
and mal-adminifhation, \Yhcfe depreiEon cf the nobility by the elevation of mean 
perfons, whofe oppreffion of the people by multiplied impofitions and vexations, . 
had jufily, he faid, rendered him odious to all men. But Perkin's r-retenGons, 
attended by repeated dif:1.ppointments, were now become ftale in the- eyes even 
of the populace; and the hofl:ile difpofitions, which fubf1fted between the king
doms, rendered a prince, fupported by the Scotch, but an unwelcome prefent to 
the Engliih nation. The ravages alfo:t committed by the borderers,. accufromed 
to licence and diforder, ftruck a terror into all men ; and made the people pre
pare rather for repelling the invaders than for joining them. Perkin, that he mig~t 
fupport his pretenfions to royal birth, feigned great compaffion for the mifery of 
his plundered fubjeB:s; and publickly remonftrated with his ally againft the de
predations exercifed by the Scotch army·* : But James told him, . that he doubted 
his concern was employed only in behalf of his enemy, and th1t he was anxious 
to preferve what never would belong to him. That prince now began to per
ceive, that his attempt would be. fruitlefs; and hearing of an army, which was on 
its march to attar k hin:, he thought proper to retreat into his own country. 

THE K:ng difcovered little anxiety to procure either rep:1ration or vengeance 
for this inf~lt committed on him by the Scotch nation : His chief concern was to 
draw advantage from it, by the pretence which it wou~d afford him to levy 
impofitions on his own fubjects. He fummoned a Parliament, to whom he made 
bitter complaints againft the irruption of the Scotch, the abfurd impofture which 
was countenanced by that nation, the cruel devaftation which they had fpread 
over the northern counties, and the complicated affront which had thus been 
offered both to the King and kingdom of England. The Parliament made the 
expeB:ed return to this difcourfe of the King, by granting him a fubGdy to the 
amount of 1 2o,ooo pounds, tog~ther with two fifteenths. After making this 
gr::mt, they were difmilfed. 

THE 

* Polydore Virgill p. 5 sS. 
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THE vote of parliament for impofi1.g the tax was eafily procured by the au- C ~r· rrr. 
r. 1497· th,>ricy of Henry; but he found it not f) eafy to levy the money upon h!s 1L! )-

jeers. The people, who were acquainted with the imm~nfe treafures amaHed by 
the King, could ill broolr the new impoEtions raifed on every night occa.Gon; and 
Jt is probable, that the flaw, which was univerfally known to lie in his tide, 
mad~ his n:ian the n1ore fubjecr to infurretlions and rebellions. \Vht:n the fub- ~nft'h,r:"'~in1 , 

0 111 t c ne.~. 
fidy began to be levied in Cornwal, the inhabitants, numerous and poor, robuft 
and courageous, murmured againft a tax, occafioned by a fudden inroad of the 
Scotch, from which they efteemed themfelves entirely fecure, and v. hich had 
~, mmonly been repelled by the force of the northern counties. Their ill humour 
was farther incited by one Michael Jofeph, a farrier of Bodmin, a r1otable, talking 
fellow, who, by thrufhng himfelf forward on every occa.Gon, and being loudeft 
in every complaint againft the government, had acquired an authority among 
tbefe rude people. Thomas Flammoc too, a lawyer) who had beco"me the ora-

cle of the neighbourhood, encouraged the fedition, by informing them, that the 
tax, tho' impofed by Parliament, was entirely illeg;}l; that the northern nobility, 
by their tenures, were obliged to defend the nation againft the Scotch; and that if 
thefe new imp,ofitions. were tamely fubmitted to, the avarice of Henry and of his 
courtiers would foon render the burthen intolerable upon the nation. A petition, 
he faid, muft be delivered to the King, f~conded by fuch force as would give it 
authority; and in order to procure the concurrence of the relt of the kingdom, 
care muft be taken, by their orderly deportment, to fhew that they had nothing . 
in view hut the public good, and the ret..refs of all thofe grievances, under which 
the people had fo long laboured. 

E,NcouRAGED by thefe fpeeches, the multitude flocked together, and armed · 
themfelves with axes, bill~, bows, and fuch weapons as country people are ufually 
poffeffed of. Fhmmoc and J 9feph were chofen their leaders. They foon conducted 
the Cornifh through the county of Devon, and reached that ofSomerfet. At Taunton 
the infurgents killed in their fury an officious and eager commiffioner for the fllbfidy, 
whom they called the provoft ofPerin. \Vh.en they reached Wells, they were joined 
by lord Audley, a nobleman of an antient family, popular in his deportment, but vain, 
ambitious, and refllefs in his temper. l-Ie had from the beginning entertained a fecret 
coHefpondence with the firfl: movers of the infurrett:on ; and was now joyfully re
ceived by them as their leader. Proud of the countenance given them by fo con· 

"fiderable a nobleman, they pufhed on their nurch; breathing deftrutiion to the 
King's mini.iers and fJvourites, particularly lVlorton, now a cardinal, and Sir : 
Reginald Bray, who were deemed his mofl: active in!hument in ail h~s opprefllons . . 
Amidft their rage againfl: the adminiftration, they carefully followed the di-

4 rcctions 
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reCl:ions given them by their leaders; and as they met with no rcfiftance, they 
com1nitted, during their march, no violence or diforder. 

THE infurgents had been told by Flammoc, that the inhabitants of Kent, as 
they had ever, during all age~, remained unfubdued, and had even maintained 
their independancy during the 1: Torman conquefr, would furely embrace their 
party, and dec_lare themfelv<.s for a caufe, which was no other than that of public 
good and general liberty. But the Kentifh people had very lat Jy diftinguifhed 
themfelves by repelling Perkin's invafion; and having received from rhe King 
many gracious acknowledgments for this fervice, their affeCtions were, by that 
tneans, n1uch conciliated to his government. It was eafy therefore, for the earl 
of Kent, lord Abergavenny, and lord Cobham, who poff.ffed great authority in 
thofe parts, to retain the people in obedience ; and the Cornifh rebels, though 
they pitched their camp near Eltham, at the very gates of London, and invited 
all the people to join them, got reinforcement from no quarter. There wanted 
not difcontent every where, but no one would take part in fo rafh and ill-q>ncerted 
an enterprize; and the fituafon in which the Ying's affairs then freed, difcou
raged even the bo1deft and moft daring. 

I-IENR Y, in order to oppofe the Scotch, ht!d already levied an army, which 
he put under the command of lord Daubeney, the chamberlain ; and fo foon as 
he heard of tLe Corniil1 infurreB:ion, he order~>d it to march fouthwards, and fup
prefs the rebels. Tot to leave the northern frontier defencelefs, he difpatd1ed 
thither the earl of Surry, \Vho fummoned out the forces on the borders, and 
made head againft the enerny. .Henry found here the concurrence of the three 
n1oft fatal incidents, which can befal a monarchy; a foreign enemy, a domeflic 
rebellion, and a pretender to his throne; but he enjoyed great refources in his 
army and treafure, and fi:ill more, in the intrepidity and courage of his own 
temper. He gave not, however, immediately full fcope to his milit.1ry fpirit. 
On other occafions, I had always haftened to a decifion, and it was an ufual 
faying with him, that he defired but to fee his rebels: But ns the Cornifh infurgents 
behaved in an inoffenfive manner, and committed no fpoil on the country, as 
they received no acceffion of force on their march or in their cncamnment, and as 
fuch hafty and popular tumultc; might be expeCted to diminif11 eve~y mon:.ent by 
delay, he took poft in London, and carefully prepared the means of enfurinrr the 
·n b VlLtory. 

,. AFTER all his forces were coileCted, h divided them into three 0 ies, and 
marched out to affail the enemy. The firft body, commanded by the earl of 
Oxford, and under him by the earls of Efi7·x and Suffoll<:, were appointed to 
place themfelves behind the hill on which the rebels were enc,.n1ped: 1 he fecond 

I and 
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and moft conGc rab'e ' 1enry put under the command of lord Daubency, and or- Cha· · III. 

·dered him to at•ack tl e cne'TlY in front, and bring on the action. The third, he 14·97· 

J~ept as a body of referve about his own perfun, and took poft in St. George's 
fie!d; where he ~ cu e i the city, and could eauly, as occafion ferved, either 
reftore the fight or 01 ~01 the victory. To put the enemy off their guard, he had zzd of June. 

fpread a report that he was not to attad .. them till fome days after; and the better 
to confirm then1 i.n this opinion, he began not the adion till near the evening. Dau-
beney beat a detachn1ent of the rebels from Deptford-bridge; and before the main 
body could be in order to receive him, he had gained the afcent of the hill, and placed 
himfdf in array before them. They were very formidable tor their n~1mbers, being 
fixteen thoufand ftrong, and were not defective in valour; but bc:ing tumultuary 
troops, ilJ , rmed, and unprovided of cavalry or artillery, they were but an une-
qual march for the King's forc.es. Daubeney began the attaclr with courage, and 
even with a contempt of the enemy, which had almoft proved fatal to him. l-Ie 
ruJhed into the mid!l: of them, and was taken prifoner; bL~t foon after was re-
lieved by his own troops. After fome reflfbnce, the rebels were bro~ce, and put 
to flight*. Lord Audley, Flammcc, and Jofeph, th ir leaders, ''ere taken, 
and al three execute :L The latter feemed even to exult in h;s end, and boafied, 
with a prepoGerous ambition, that he would rn~l, e a figure in hifl:ory. The 
rebels, bting furround d on every fide by the King's tr.oops, were almoft a 1 
made prifoners ; and immediately difmiffi'd without farther punii11ment. Y ht -
ther, that f-1enry was fat"sfied vvith the victims who had fallen in the field, and who 
amounted to near t ~To thoufand, or that he pitied the ignorance and fimp:icity of 
the mu!titude, or favoured them on account of their inoifenQve behaviour, or was 
pleafed that they had never, during their infurrection, difputed his t"tie, and hart 
1hewn no attachment to the houfe of York, the moft capital crime of which in 
his eyes they could have been guilty. 

THE Scottifh King was not idle duri g thefe eo m motions in England. fie 
levied a confiderable army, and fat down before the cafile of Nor ham in T orth
umberlat d ; but found that place, by the prtcautic.~n of Fox, bifhop of Durham, 
fo well provided both in men and ammunition, that he made little or no progrefs 
in the fiege. Hearing that Surrey had collected fome forces and was a'ivancing 
upon him, he retreated b~ckwards into his own country, and left the frontiers 
expofed to the inroads of the Engli£11 general, who befieged and took iton, a 
fmall caflle that lies a few miles beyo .d Berw.ic. T'hefe u 1fuccefsful ( r frivolous 
attempts on both fides prognofticated a fp edy ent. to the war; and Henry, not
withfianding his fuperior force, was no lefs defirous than J ames of terminating the 

diife enccs 
Polydorc VirgiJ, p. 601. 



· har. l!I. 
X.:97· 

Truce wjth 
Scotla.nd. 

H I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

difrerenccs between the nations. Not to depart, however, from his dignity, 
by mal·ing the firft advances towaids peace, he employed in this friendly office 
Peter I-lialas, a man of addrefs and learning, \vho had come to him as ambaffador 
fron1 Ferdinand and !fabella, and \-vho was charged with a commillJon of nego~ 
tiating the marriage of the infanta Catherine, their daughter, with Arthur prince 

of \V.1ics *. 
11 r.~LAS took a journey northwards, and offered his mediation between J ames 

and 1-Ienry, as miniiler of a prince, who was in alliance with both potentates. 
CommiiEoners were foon appointed to meet, and confer of the terms of accom· 
mo 1:1tion. rfhe firft de1nJnd of the Englifh was, that Perkin fl1ould be put into 

tht.:ir hands; but James replied, that he himfelf was no judge of Perkin's pre
tcnf1ons, but having received him as a fupplicant, and promifed him protection, 
he was determined not to betray a man, whatever he was, who had trufted to his 
good faith and his generofi.ty. The next demand of the Englifh met with no bet

ter reception: They required reparation for the ravages committed by the late 
inroads into England : The Scotch commiffioners replied, that the fpoils were 
like water fpilt upon the ground, which never could be recovered, and that 
Henry's fubjects were better able to bear the lofs than their mafter's to repair it. 
Henry's commiffioners next propofed, that the two Kings fhould have an inter
v.iew at Newcaflle, in order to adj uft all differences; but J ames faid, that he 
meant ta treat of a peace, not to go a begging f ot· it. Left the conferences 
ihould break off altogether without effeCt, a truce was concluded for fome months; 
.and J ames perceiving, that while Per kin remained in Scotland, he never would 
enjoy a folid peace with Henry, private! y defi.red hin1 to depart the Kingdom. 

AccEss was now barred Perkin into the low countries; his ufual retreat in all 
his dif.::tppointments. The Flemifi1 merchants, who felt feverely the lofs- refu1t· 
ing from their want of commerce with England, had made fuch intereft in the 
arch-duke's council, that commiffioners were fent to London, in order to treat of 
an accommodation. 'rhe Flemi!h court agreed that all Englifh rebels :fhould be 
excluded the low countries; and in this prohibition the denwfnes of the dutcbefs 
dowa~cr were cxprefsly comprehended. When this principal article w2s 
arreed to, all the other terms we1 e eafil y ac.~j uf1:ed. A treaty of com· 
merce \Vas finifhed, which w~s favourable to the Flemingr:, and to which they 
e:.1ve long the appellation of Intercurfus magnus, the great treaty. And when the 
~~-~gli.i1 1:1erchanr: returne~~ to the.ir ufual r:nanfion _at Antwerp, they were pub
'i ~··/ rece1ved, as m procemon, With great JOY and leil:ivity .. 

PErt KIN 

~ Polyc!ore Yirgil, p. 6o3. 
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PERK IN was a Fleming by defcent, tho' born in England; and it might there- Chap. III. 
fore be doubted, whether he was comprehended in the treaty between the two 1497· 
nations : But as he muft difmifs all his Englifh retainers if he took ihelter in the 
}OW countries, and as he was fure of a cold recept!on, if not bad ufage, among 
a people \Vho were determined to keep on terms of friendfhip with the court of 
England ; he thought fit rather to hide himfelf, during fome time, in the :Vilds and 
faftneffes of Ireland. Impatient however of a retreat, which was both difagreeable 
and dangerous, he held confi.lltations with his followers, Herne, Skdton, and 
Aftley, three broken tradefmen; and by their advice, refolved to try the affec-
tions of the Cornifh, whofe mutinous difpofition, notwithftanding the King's 
lenity, frill fubfifted, after the fuppreffion of their rebellion. No fooner did he 
appear at Bodmin in Cornwal, than the popul<lce, to the number of three thou-
fand men, flocked to his ftandard; and Perkin, elated with this appearance of 
fuccefs, took on him, for the firft time, the appellation f Richard the fourth, 
King of England. Not to fuffer the expectations of his followers to languifh, he 
prefented himfelf before Exeter ; and by many fair promifes, invited that city to 
join h1s caufe. 1, inding that the inhabitants 1hut their gates againft him, he laid 
fiege to the plac -·; but being unprovided of artillery, ammunition, and of every 
thing requifite for that attempt, he made no progrefs in his undertaking. Mef-
fengers were fent to the King, informing him of this infurreEtion; and the ci6zens 
meanwhile were dett·rmined to hold out to the Jail: extremity, in expectation of 
rece:ving fuccour from the known vigilance of that monarch. 

7 
HEN Henry was informed, that Perkin was landed in England, he expreffed 

.great joy, and prepared himfelf with alacrity to attack him, in hopes of being 
able, at laft, to put a period to a pretenfion, which had fo long given him vex
ation and inquietude. All the courtiers, fenfible that their activity on th is occa
fion would be the moft acceptable fervice which they could render the King, 
prepared themfelves for the enterprize, and forwarded his -preparations. 1-.he 
lords Daubeney, and Broke, with Sir Rice ap Thomas, haftened forward with a 
fmall body of troops to the relief of Exeter. The earl of Devonfl1ire, and 
the mofr confidcrable gentlemen in the county of that name, took arms of them
fel ves, and marched to join the King's generals. The d~,; ke of Buckingham put 
himf lf at the head of a troop of young nobili ty and gentry, who ferved as vo
luntiers, and who longed for an opportunity of difplaying their courage and their 
loyalty. The King himfelf prepared to follow with a confiderable army; and 
thus all England feemed united againft a pretender, who bad at firft engaged their 
attention, and divided their affections. 

II 
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Chap. JII. RERKHt, informed of thefe great preparations, imme:liately bro ~e up the fiege 
1497· of Exeter, and retired to TaurtOI. Tho' nis f ll \<es flU~ ?.mounted to the 

number of near fev n tf1oufand mc:n, and fetm~c: fti . re:o!ute tc defend His caufe, 
he himfelf dc"fpai1 ed of fuccef:, and fecretiy witi dr . w to the fa n et uary of Bc.uley 
in the new forcft. The Cornifh rebels fu b 11ined themLlv s to the King's mercy,. 
and found that it was 1 ot yet t xhaulted in d eir behalf. Ex~ept a fe\-v pe fons of 
defperate fortunes, who were executed, and fome othen who were feverely finedh 
a!l the reft were difmift with impur.ity. The Lady Catherine Gordon, wife to , 
Perkin, fell into the conqueror's ha ;;ds, ana was treated with a generofity, which· 
does him honoi.1r. H e foothed her mind with many tokens of regard, placed" 
her in a reputable ftation about the queen, and affig1ed her a pen!ion, wnich ~ 
fhe enjoyed even under his fuccefror. 

HENRy next deliberated what courfe to take with Per kin himfelf. Some coon
felled him to make the privileges of the church yield tc, reafons of fiate, to take
him by violence from the fanB:uary, to infliCt on him t1e punifhmt nt due to his 
temerity, and thus at once to put an end to an impofture which had long difturbed 
the government, and which the credulity of the people and the artifices of male
contents were ftill capable of reviving. But the King deemed not the matter of 
fuch importance as to merit fo violent a remedy. He employed fome perfons . 
to deal with Perkin, and perfwade him, under prornife of pardon, to deliver · 

Pe:kin taken himfelf into the King's hands *· The King conduB:ec him in a fpecies of mock . 
pnfoner. triumph to London. As Perkin paffed along the roa.J, and through the ftreets .. 

of that city, men of all ranks flocked about him, and the populace treated with 
the higheft derifion his fallen fortunes. They feemed cefirous of revenging them
felves by their infuits fr r the fhame which their former belief of his impoftures had 

149s. thrown upon them. Tho' the eyes· of the nation were generally opened with re
gard to Perkin's real parentage and ftation, Henry tho..1ght proper to require of 
him a confeffion of his life and adventures ; and he ordered the account of the 
whole to be publilhed foon after for the fat isfaB:ion of :he public. But as his re- . 
gard to decency made him fupprefs entirely the 1hare vhich the dutchefs of Bur- . 
gundy had had in contriving and conduCting the impofture, the people; who 
knew that 1he had been the chief inftrument in the whole affair, were inclined, on 
account of the !ilence on that head, to pay lefs credit to the authenticity of the · 
narrative. 

BuT Perkin, tho' his life was granted him, was ftiL retained in cuftody; and 
keepers were appointed to guard him. Impatient of c1mfinement, he broke Ioofe 
from his keepers, and flying to the fanctllary of Shyne, put himfelf into the hands 

* Polydore Virgil, p. 6o6. 
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of the prior of that monalery. The prior had obtained great credit by his cha- Chap. IH. 

ratter of fanctity; and he prevailed :with the King again to grant a pardon toP r- 1499· 

kin. But in ordc t redu:e him to ftill greater contempt, he was fet ~: he frocks 

Weftmbfter and at Che~?fide, and obliged in both places to read aloud to the 
people the confeffion whi<h had been formerly publifhed in his name. He was 
thrown into the Tower, where his habits of reftlefs intrigue a d enterp,rize frill 
followed hin1. He infimated himfelf into the intimacy of four fervants of Sir 
John Digby, lieutenant rf the Tower ; and by their means, opened a correfpon-
dence with the earl of ·w:~.rwic, who was confined to the fame prifon. That un
fortunate prince, who hKl from his earlieft infancy been fhut up from the com-
merce of men, and who vas ignorant even of the mofl: common affairs of life, 
had fallen into a fimpliciy which made him fufceptible of any impreffions. The 
continued dread alfo of t1e more violent effeCts of I-lenry's tyranny, joined to 
the natural love of liberty, engaged him to embrace a project for his efcape, by the 
murder of the lieutenan1; and Per kin offered to conduct the whole enterprize. 
The confpiracy efcaped rot the King's vigilance: It was even very generally be-
lieved, that the fcheme \\-as laid by himfelf, in order to draw Perk in and W arwic 
into the fnare : But the f1bfequent execution of two of Digby's fervants for the 
contrivance feems to c:ea: the King of that imputation, which was indted founded 
more on the general ieea entertained of his character, than on any pofitive 

evidence. 

PER KIN, by this newlttempt, after fo many enormities, had rendered himfe;f 

totally unworthy of mercr; and he was accordingly arraigned, condemned, and Perkin exe

foon after hanged at Tyh.lrn, perfiiling frill in the confeffion of his impofture *. cuted. 

~ 2 It 

>~~< tow, Da.kcr, Speed, Biondi,dolingfhed, Bacon , Some late writers have bren fo whimiical as to doubt, 

whether Perkin was an irPpoflo-, and even to ili rt him to be the real Richard Plantagcnet, duke of 

York. But to refute. this fancy '" ~ need but ref1e..:t on the few foilowing particulars. 1. Had not tile 
<1ucen mother, and thl;! other htads of the York party, been fully aifured of the death of both the young 

princes, would they have a Tree! to call over the earl of Richmond, the head of the Lancafl:rian party, 

and mar:y him to the princeis Ilizabcth? z. The fl:ory told confl:antly by Perkin of his efcape is ut
terly incredible, that thofe \ ha were fent to murder his brother too!>: pity on him, and granted him his 

liberty. 3· What became of 1im during the courfe of feven years, fi·om his fllppofed. death till his 

appearance in Ireland in 1491! Why was not the queen mother, the dutchefs of Burgundy, and the 

other fiiends of the family appled to, during that time, for his fupport and education! 4· Tho' the 

utdds of Eurgundy at laft :.:cwowledged him for her nephew, fhc Lad loft all pretence to authority 

by her f; rmer ackno •:edgrr.en· ar.d fuppcrt of amb ... rt Simnel, an avowed impofl:or. It is remarkable, 

that l\1r. Cart~, in order to preen e the weight of the dutchefs's teP imony, in favour of Perkin, fup

!"elfcs entirely this material fa1l:. A r m::trkablc dFeCl of party prejudices, and the author's deiire of 

blackening Henry the fcvcnt.h, vhofe hcred'tary title to th:! crown was defective. 5· Pcrkin himfelf con

ic. i_ hi~ impofture mere than :mce, and read his corJ !Eon before the w 1 ole people. It is pretended 
that 
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It happened about that very time, that one Wilfm·d, a cordwainer's fon, encou ... 
raged by the furprizing credit which had been given to other impofrures, had 
undertaken to perfonate the earl of Warwic; and a prieft had even ventured fron1 
the pulpit to recommend his caufe to the people, who feemed ftill to retain a 
propenfity to adopt it. This incident ferved Henry as an apology for llis 
feverity towards that unfortunate prince. He was brought to trial, and accufed, 
not of contriving his efcape, (for as he was committed for no crime, the defire of 
liberty muft have been regarded as natural and innocent) but of forming defigns 
to difturb the government, and raife an infurrection among the P"' t e. W arwic 
conferred the indictment, was condemned, and the fentence was executed upon 
him. 

Trns violent tyranny, the great ftain of Henry's reign, by which he deftroyed 
the lafl: remaining male of the line of Plantagenet, begot great difcontent among 
the people, who faw an unhappy prince, that had long been deprived of all the 
privileges of his high birth, even cut off from the common benefits of na~ure, 
now at laft deprived of life itfelf, merely for refifting that oppreffion under w hicl1 
he laboured. In vain did Henry endeavour to alleviate the odium of this guilr, 
by Iharing it with hi.s ally, Ferdinand of Arragon, who, he faid, had fcrapled to 
give his daughter Catherine in 1narriage to Arthur, while any prince of the houfe 
of York remained alive. Men, on the contrary, felt higher indigna ion at feeing 
a young prince facrificed, not to Jaw and juftice, but to the jealous politics of 
tWo fubtle and crafty tyrants. 

BuT tho' thefe difcontents feftered in the minds of men, they were fo checked 
by Henry's watchful policy and fteady feverity, that they appeared nvt. to weaken 
his government ; and foreign princes, deeming his throne now ent" rely fecure, 
payed hitn rather the greater courtfhip and attention. The arch-duke Philip~ 
in particular, defired an interview with the King ; and this monarch, who had 
paffed over to Calais, agreed to meet him at St. Peter's church near that city. 
The arch-duke, on his approaching the King, made hafte to alight, and offered 
to hold Henry's ftin·up; a mark of condefcenfion, which that prince would not 
admit of. He called the King father, patron, protellor; and by his whole be
haviour expreffed a ftrong defire of conciliating the friendfhip of England. The 

duke 

that this confeffion was drawn from him by torture; but no antient hifiorian gives any ground for this 
furmife. 6. He renewed his confeffion at the foot of the gibbet on which he was executed. 

7
. After 

Henry the eighth's acceffion, the titles of the houfe of York and Lancafter were fully confounded, and 
there was no longer any neceffity for defending Henry the feventh and his title; yet all the hiftorians of 
that tirpe, when the events were recent, fome of thefe hiftorians too, fuch as Sir Thomas More of.thc: 
l1igheft authority, agree in treating Perkin as an impoftor. ' 
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d ke of OrkC"Lns ha . fi1cc dcd to the kingdom of France under the appellation of 
Le vis 1e t :t > fr 1 ; and having carried his arms into Italy, and fubdued the dutchy 
of ibn, his p ogrefs begot jealoufy in Maximilian, Philip's father, as well as. 
i F rdinand~ his 1ather-in-law. By the council, therefore, of thefe monarchs, 
tl e oung prince 'ndeavoured by every art to acquire the amity of Henry, whom 

ega · ed as the chief counterpoize to the greatnefs of France. No particu
lar l. n ho ever of alliance feems to have been concerted between thefe two orin-• 1 

ces in their interview: All pa.!fed in general profeffions of affe..:l ion and regard; 
at Ieafl:, in remote projects of a clofer union, by tte future intennarriages of their 
children, who w re th n in a fl:ate of infancy. 

c ·::p. IIF. 
14-99· 

THE pope too, A1exa!lder the fixth, neglected not the friendfhip of a monarch, rsc· , 
whofe r putation wa~ fpread all over Europe. He fent a nuntio to England, 
who exhorted the King to take part in the great alli?.nce projected for the recovery 
of the Holy Land, and to lead in perfon his forces againfl: the Turk. The gene-
ral frenzy for croifadoes was now entirely exhaufl:ed in Europe; but it was fri ll 
thought a neceff. ry piece of decency to pretend zeal for thofe pious enterprizes. 
l-Ienry rcgreted the difi:ance of his fituation, which rendered it inconvenient for 
him to expofe his perlon in defence of the chriftian caufe. I-le promifed, how-
ever, his utmoft afiiftance by aids and contributions; and rather than the pope 
fhould go alone to the holy wars, unaccompanied by any monarch, he even pro-
mifed to overlook all other confiderations, and to attend him in perfon. l-Ie 
only required as a necefiary condition, that all differences ihould be previoufiy 
compofed ~1mong chriftian princes, and that fome fea-port towns in Italy ihould 
be put into his hands for his retreat and fecurity. It was eafy to conclude frotn 
this anfwer, that Henry had dttermined with himfelf not to intenneddle in any 
wars againft the Turk : But as a great name, without any real affiflancr, is 
fometimes of fervice, the knights of Rhodes, who were at that time efieen1ed 
the bulwark of Chrifi:endom, chofe the King protector of their order. 

BuT the prince, whofe alliance Henry valued the mofl:, was; that of Ferd1nand 
of Arragon, whofe vigorous and fteddy policy, always attended with fuccefs, had 
rendered him, in many refpects, the mofl: confiderable monarch in Europe. 
There was alfo a remarkable fimilarity of character between thefe two princes : 
Both were full of craft, intrigue, and defign ; and tho' a refemblance of this na
ture be a fiender foundation of confidence and friend!bip, where the interefl:s of 
the parties in the leaft interfere; yet fuch was the fituation of Henry and Ferdi- 15° 1• 

h · 1 r. fi r. b . iv!arriage of nand, t at no Jea ou1y ever on any occa IOn aro1e etween them. Tne Kwg had prince Arthur 

now the fatisfaB:ion of compleating a marriage, which had been projected and withCatherine 

negotiated during the courfe of feven years, between Arthur prince of Wales and of AhrrafgNo~. 
IZt 0 0-

the v-ember. 



54 H I S 'if 0 R Y o F E .N a; L :A N D. 

Chap. Ill. the infanta Catherine, fuurth daughter of Ferdinand and !fabella; he near fixteen 
1 soz. years of age, fhe eighteen. But this marriage proved in the iffue unprofperous. 

2d of April. The youn2 prince, a few months aft"r, fick~ned and died, very much regreted 
His death. ._, 

by the whole nation. fienry, tlefirous -to contin~1e his alliance with Spain, and 
alfo unwilling to refiore Catherine's dowry, which was two hundred thoufand 
ducats, obliged his fecond lon, Henry, whom he created prince of Wales, to be 
contratled to the princefs. The prinee made all the oppofition which a youth of 
t neJve years of age was capable of; but as the King pt:rfifted in his refolution, 
the efpoufals were at laft, by means of the pope's difpenfation, conCluded between 
the parties: An event, which was afterwards attended with the moft important 

confequences. 
1\Tarriage of THE fame year, another marriage was concluded, which was alfo, in the next 
the princefs age, productive of great events: The marriage of Margaret, the King's eldefl: 

~.~~~~~~~king daughter, with James King of Scotland. This alliance had been negotiated 
of Scotland. during three years, tho' interrupted by feveral broils ; and Henry hoped, from 

the completion of it, to remove all fource of difcord with that neighbouring king
dom, by whofe animofity England had been fo often infefted. When this marriage 
was deliberated on in the Englifu council, fame objected, that England might, 
by means of that alliance, fall under the dominion of Scotland. " No;" replied 
Henry, " Scotland, in that event, would <:>nly become an acceffion to Englanc1." 

1 5o3. Amidft thefe profperous events, the King n1et with a domeftic calamity, which 
nth of Fe- made not fuch impreffion on him as it merited. His queen died in child-bed; 
bruary. and the infant lived not long after. 'fhis princeE was defervedly a great favourite 

of the nation ; and the general affection for her encreafed, on account of the harfh 
treatment, which, it was thought, 1he met with from her confort. 

THE fituation of the King's affairs, both at home and abroad, was now, in 
every refpeB:, very defirable. All the efforts of the European princes, both in 

- war and negotiation, were turned to the fide of Iraly ; and the various events, 
which there arofe, made Henry's alliance be courted by every party, and yet 
interefted him fo little as never to touch him with concern or anxiety. I-lis clo(e 
connexions with Spain and Scotland enfured his tranquillity; and his continued 
fucreffes over domcfl:ic enemies, owing to the prudence and vjgour of his conduCt, 
had reduced the people to entire fubmiffion anJ obedience. Henry therefore, 
uncontrouled by appreh"'nfion or oppofitit'n of any kind, gave full fcope to his 

fr. natur tl prot: enfity; and avarice, which had ever been hi~:; predomiw'nt nallion 
O-v--r"Hllins .. ~ • • " p , 

01 r_~ 1;·ee-plc. being en er a fed by age, and en.couraged by abfolute authority, broke all reftraints 
of !hame or juftice9 I-Ie had found two minifiers, Empfon and Dudley, 
pc rtc.:lly qualified to Lcond his rapacioJs and tyrJ.nnical inclinatior s, and prey 

4 upon 
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upon his aefencelefs people. Thefe in n 1 r ts of oppreffion were both I a "'Y rs, 
the firfr of mean birth, of brutal mat ~ ~rs, of an unrelenting tem-per; the fe. 
cond better oorn, better educated, and better breJ, but equally UI;jufr, fevere, 
and inflexible. By their knowledge in the law, thefe men were qualified to per
vert the fo,·ms of jufl:ice to the o11prefiion of the innocent; and the formidable 
authority of the King fupported them in ·all rheir iniquities. 

IT was their ufua practice to obferve fo far the appearance of law as to give 
indiB:ments to thofe whom they intended to opprefs : Upon which the perfot s 
were committed to prifon, but never brought to trial ; and were at laft obliged 
to recover their liberty, by paying heavy fines and ranfoms, which \Verc called 
mitigations and compofitions. By degrees, the very appearance of law was ne
gleB:ed : They fent forth their precepts to attach men, and fummon them before 
themfelves and fome others, at their private houfes, in a court of commiffion ; 
where, in a fummary manner, without trial or jury, arbitrary de~.-rees were :!rued, 
both in pleas of the crown and controverfics between privat · parties. Juries 
themfelves, when fummoned, proved but fmall fecurity to the fllbje&; being 
brow-beat by thefe oppreffors; nay, fined, imprifoned, and punifhed, if they 
gave fentence againfl: the inclination of the minifl:crs. The whole fyfl:em of the 
feudal law, which then prcvaileJ, was turned into a fcheme of oppreffion. Even 
the ~ing's wards, after they came to full age, were not fuffered to enter in 
poffeffion of their lands without paying exorbitant fines. Men were alfo haraffed 
with informations of intrufion upon fcarce colourable titles. When an outlawry 
in a perfonal aCtion was iffued againft any man, he was not allowed to purchafe 
his charter of pardon, except on the payment of a great fum ; and if he refufed 
the compofition required of him, the ftrict law, which, in fuch cafes, allows for
feiture of goods, was rigort;uQy infifl:ed on. Nay, without any colour of law, 
the.half· of men's lands and rents were feized during two years, as a penalty in . 
cafe of outlawry. But the chief inftrllmcnt of oppreffion, employed by thefe 
n1inifters, were the penal Statutes, which, without confideration of rank, quality, 
or fervices, were ftrict1y put in execution againft all men : Spies, informers, and 
inquifitors were rewarded and encouraged in every corner of the kingdom : And 
no difference was made whether the ftatute was beneficial or hurtful, recent or 
obfolete, poffible or impo.ffible to be executed. The foie end of t}1e King and 
his mir,ifrers was to amafs n1oney ~ and bring_ every one under the lafh of their 
authority*. 

Bacon, 6 29, 30 • . Hollingfhed, p. 504. Polyd. Vir g. p. 613, 615. 

Chap. IIT. 
1)03. 
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HISTORY oF ENGLAND. 

BY the prevalence of fuch an arbitrary and iniq\Jitous adminifiration, the Eng .. 
lifb, it may fafely be affirmed, were confiderable lofers by the ancient privilege, 
which~ n red them from all taxations and impoGtions, except fuch as were levied 
by their own confent. Had the King been en1powered to lay on general taxes at 
his ph afure, he would naturally have abfi:ained from thefe oppreffive expedients, 
which defl:royed all fecurity in private property, and begot an univerfal diffi
dence thro' the nation. In vain did the people look for proteCtion fron1 the 

Parliament, which was pretty frequently fummoned during this reign. That 
a!fembly w~s fo overawed, that, at this very time, during the greatefi: rage 
of I-Ienry's opprefiion, the commons chole Dudley their fpeaker, the very ma~1 

zsth January. who was the chief infl:rument of his oppreffions. And tho' tl eKing was known 
A Parliament. to be immenfely opulent, and had no pretence of wars or expenfive cnterprizes of 

any kind, they granted him the fubildy, which he demanded. But fo i~fatiable 
was his avarice, that the next year he levied a new benevolence, and renewed 
that arbitrary and oppreffive method of taxation. By all thefe arts of accumu
lation, joined to a rigid frugality in his expence, he fo fi led his coffers, that he 
is faid to have poffefied in ready money the fum of 1,8oo,ooo pounds: An in
credible treafure, if we confider the fcarcity of n1oney in thofe days*. 

BuT while Henry was enriching himf'elf with the fpoils of h's oppreffed 
people, there happened an event abroad, which engaged h1s att· ntion, and was 
even the object of his anxiety and concern. !fabella, queen of Caflile, d ed 
about this time; and it was forefeen, that by this incident the fortun(s o Fei \. i
dand, her hufband, would be much affeCted. The King was not cnly attentiv~ 
to the fate of his ally, and watchful left the g neral fyftem of E 1rop fl111Uld 

. be affeCt-ed by fo important an event : He a1fo confidered the fimilarity of his 
own fituation with that of Ferdinand, and regarded the iffue of thefe tranfaCl:ions 
as a precedent for himfelf. J oan, the daughter of Ferdinand by Ifa).,ella, was 
married to tl,e archduke Philip, and being, in right of her mother, heirefs of 
Cafi:ile, feemed entided to difpute with Ferdinand the prefent ::tdminifl:ration of 
that kingdom. Henry knew, that, notwithflanding his own pretenfions by the 
houfe of LancaH:er, the greatefi: part of the nation were conv;nced of the fupe· 
ri01·ity of his wife's title; and he dreaded Jefi: the prince, who w. s daily ad·.-anc
ing tow,1rds manhood, n1ight be tempttd by ambi.ion to lay immediate cla·m eo 

the 

· "ilvcr was during this reign at 37 fl.il!ings and .fix pence a pound> which make~ Henry's treafure 

above 2,7 )O,coo .l ounds flerling. Befides, many commodities became t \ice as dear by the encreaie of 

gold and filvcr in Emope. An·l what is a circumfl:ancc of fl:iil greater \Veight, ~11 other frates were then 

very poor, in comp<uit{m of what they are at 1 refent: Thefc circum:!bnccs make Henry's treafure 

appear very great; and may lc:d us to conceive the oppre!Eons of his government. 
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the throne. By his pf' rpetual atter tion to deprefs the p:irtizGns of the York Ch:1p. If f. 
family, he had more clofely uDited the • .n into one party, and encreafed their 15°5· 

defire of !baking off that yoke, L oder wh;ch they had fo long bboured, and of 
taking every advantage, which his opprefiive government wouJd give his enemies 
againft him. .i\..nd as he poffefEd no independent force like Fcrdinand, and go-
verned a kingdom more turbulent and unruly, which he himfelf, by his narrow 
politics, had confirmed in faCtious prejudices; he apprehended that his fituation 
would prove in the iffue frill n1ore precarious. 

NoTHING could turn out more contrary to the King's inclination than the 
tranfactions in Spain. Fcrdinand had bt>come very unpopular in Caflilc, chiefly 
by reafon of his former exactions and impofltions; and the ftates of the i.,.ingoom dif-
covered an evident rcfolution of preferring the title cf Philip a1'd Joan. In order I 566. 

to take advantage cf thefe favourable difpofitions, the archduke;, now King of 
Cafl:ile, attended with his confort, embarked for Spain during the winter feafon ; 
and n1eeting with a violent tempeft in the channel, was obliged to take !heltcr 
in the harbour of \Veymouth. Sir John Trenchard, a gentleman of authority A ri\·a! of ihe 

in the county of Dorfet, hearing of a fleet u·--on the coaft, had aifembled fome J~ing of Caf

forces; and being joined by Sir John Cary, who w2s alfo at the head of an tile. 

armed body, he came to that town. Finding, that Philip, in order to relieve his 
ficknefs and fatigue, was already come all1ore, he invited him to h1s houfe; and 
immediately difpatched an exprefs to inform the court of this important incident. 
The King fent in all hafte the earl of Arundel to congratulate the archduke on 
his arrival in England, and to inform him, that he intended to pay him a vifit 
in perfon, and give him a fuitable reception in his ki.ngdom. Phi .ip knew, that 
he could not now depart without the King's confent ; ano therefore, for the fake 
of difpatch, he refolved to anticipate his vifit, and to have an interview with 
him c.t Windfor. Henry received him with all the magnificence poffible, and 
with all the fecming cordiality; but he refolved, notwithfbnding, to extract 
fome "dvantage from this involuntary vifit, payed hitn by his royal gueft. 

EDMOND de la Pole, earl of Suffolk, nephew to Edward the fourth, and bro-
ther to the earl of Lincoln, flain at the battle of Stoke, had fome years before ~~!rl~~s c~f 
killed a man in a fudden fit of paffion, and had been obliged to apply to the Suffolk. 

King for a remiffion of his crime. Th~ King had granted his requeft ; but 
being little indulgent to all perfons conneCted W1th the houfe of York, he obliged 
him to appear openly in court and plead his par,ion. Suffolk more refenting the 
~ ffront, than grateful for the favour, had fled into Flanders, and tal' en fhelter \Vith 
his aunt, the dutchefs of Burgundy: But being 1_,rom1feo forgivenefs by the King, 
he returned into England, and obtained a new pardon. Actuated, however, by the 

I natural 
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natural inquietude of his temper,:--.. ,d uneafy from debts v. hich he had con!raB:e 1 
by his c.xpcnces at prince Arthur's n.arriage, he again made a. elopement into 
Fl.mders. The King, well acquain :td 'A ith tl e beneral d iicont· nt which pre
v,tileJ againft his adminill:ration, negltB:ed not this incidr.nt, which might cc
come of in1portance; and he employed his ulLld artiaces to elude the efforts of 
his enemies. 1-:Ie direCled Sir Rob~rt Curfon, governor of the caftle of I- ammes, 
to f1y from his charge, and to inGnuate himfelf into the conGdence of SufFoll', 
by making him a tender of his fer vices. Upon information fccretly conveyed 
by Curfon, the King fcized vVilliam Courtney, earl of Devonfhire, h;s brot1;er 
i.1 law, married to the lady Catherine, d~ughter of Edward the fou :- th; \Vil
li:lm de la Pole, brother to the earl of Suffolk; Sir James Tirrel, anc.LSir Jame~ 
\Vindh~m, with fome pcrfons of inferior quality ; and he committed them all 
to cuil:ody. The lord Abergavcnny and Sir Thomas Green vv·ere alfo ap~re
hended; but were foon after freed from their confinen ent. William de la Pole 
was ~ etained in prifon during a long time : And the earl of Devonfl1ire recovered 
not his freedom curing the King's life. But Henry's chief feverity fell upon 
Sir James vVindham, and Sir.lmes TirreJ, who \Vere both brought to their 
trial, condemned, and executed : The fate of the latter gave univerld fatiL 
faCtion, on account of his participation in the murther of the young princes, 
fons to Edward the fourth. Notw~thftanding thefe difcoveries and executions, 
Curfon was fi-tll able to maintain his credit wiEh the earl of Suifolk; and Henry, 
in orcer to remove all fufpicions, had ordered him to be excommunica ed, to
gether with Suffolk himfelf, for his pretended rebelli01 . But after that traitor 
had performed all the fervices expeB:ed from him, he fuddenly deferted the earl, 
e:~nd came over to England, where the King received him with unufual marks of 
Lwour a:1d confidence. Suffolk, aftonifhed at this in fiance of perfidy, finding 
c 'en that the dutchcfs of Burgundy, tired with fo many fruitlefs attempts, had 
become indifferent to his caufe, Hed fecretly into France, thence into Germany, 
and returhcJ at Jail: into the Low Countric.> ; where he w.1s protected, tho' 
not countenanced, by the archduke Philip, the.1 in clofe alliance with the l:ing. 

HENRY negleCted not the prefent opportunity of compl<iining to Philip of 
the reception, wh1ch Suffolk had met with in his dominions. " I really thought," 
replied the King of CaHile, " that your gre,ltnefs and felicity hJd fet you far 
" above apprehenfions from a11y perfon of fo little confequ nee: But to give 
" you fatistaction, l £hall baniih him my Hate." " I expect, that you will c_arry 
'' your complaifance farther,', faid tl:e King: " I defire to have Suffolk put 
" into my hands, where alone I can depend upon his fL1bmiflion and obedience." 
" That meafure,'' fa id Phillip, " will reflect difl1onour upon ) ou as well as 

'' myfelf. 
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" myfelf. Yo 1 \ i'l be thougL,t to have ufed me as a prifoner." "Then the Chap. TIT. 

" matter is at an end," replied the King, " for I will take that difhonour upon '
5

c

6
. 

" n:e; and fo your honour is favcd *." 'rhe king of Caftile found himfelf 
under a nece!Ety of complying; but he fit ft exatled I enry's 1 romife that he 
would fpare Suffolk's life. That nobleman was invited over to England by Philip; 
as if the King would grant him a pardor•, by tl.e interceffion of his friend 
~n l ally. Upo;1 his appearance, he WJS committed to the Tower; and the 
King of Cafrilc, having fully fatisfied Henry, as well by this conceflion, as 
by Ggning a tr .. aty of commer,..e betw~en England and Cafl:ile, which was 
advant:-tgt ous to the former kingdom t, was at l.:d1 allowed to depart, after a 
fray of three months. l--Ie landed in Spain, was joyfully received by the Cafti
liat~s, and put in poffeffion of the throne. He died foon after; and J oan, his 
wic:o v, falling into deep tnelancholy, Ferdinand was again ~nabled to re inftate 
himfelf in his authority, and to govern, till the day- of his death, the whole 

S nnii11 monarchy. 
1~H L King furvived thefe tr~nfacrions two years; but little memorable occurrs 

in the remaininJ part of his reign, except his affiancing his fecond daughter rviat y 
with the young archduke Charles, fon of Phi1ip of Cafli!e. He entertained alfo 
fome intention of marriage for himfe\f; fir[t with the queen dowager of Naples, 
relict of Ferdinand; afterwards with the dutchcfs dowag"r of Savoy, daughter of 
l\1aximilian, ancl filter of Philip. But the-decline of his lwalth put an end to all c· k r: f viC ·ne1s o 

.fuch thoughts ; and he began to cafl: his eye to\ ·ards that future exiflence, which the King. 

the iniquities and fevcrities of his reign rcndertd a very difmal profpeCt to him. 
To alluy the terror~, under which he laboured, he ende,1voured, by c :ihibuting 
of alus and founding of religious houfes, to ma1·e attor.ement for his crimes, 
and to purchafe, with the facrifice of p~rt of his ill·f:,Otten trcafur' s, a recc,n
cilement to his oircnded Maker. l en"Jorfe even reized hi 11 by intet vals t 1 the 
abufes J his authot ity by Empfon nnd Dudlfy; but not fu cicnt t make hin1 
ito{) the rapac:ous hand of thofe opprdfors. Sir \\ iUiam Ca1 cl wa- again finrd 
tWO tl~oufand pounds under fome fri,·oiOUS rretcnccs, ctnc WaS C0l11L ltH cl tO the 
1~owcr fer daring to murmur againfi: th<1t iniquity. 1 !ani~, an.~~ '' rman uf 
London, w,1s indicl:td, and died of v< xation before his tria1 came t •~n ifiue. ~ir 
l awrcnce Ai!mer, 'W'ho had been mayor, and his two {heriifs; were concLmned in 
'h{'.:~vy fines, ar.d fent to prifon till they made p:1yrncnt. T! e l i· 6 g~vc coun-
tenaLce tO all tbefe o:")prtfiJonS; till death, by its nearer a. rroacbes, im He tJ 
1~ t rror upon him ; at.d he then orc~crcd, by a general c~lnd~· in 1is \ i '1, tb ... t 

I 2 reL itution 

Bacon, p 633· t Rym~r, vol. '3· 
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refiitution fhou1d be made to all thofe whom he had injured. He died of a 
confumption at his favourite palace of Richmond, after a reign of twenty ·three 
years and eight months, and in the fifty.fecond year of his age t . 

THE reign of Henry the feventh was, in the main, fortunate for his people 
at home, and honourable abroad. He put an end to the civil wJrs with which 

.AndcharaCler the nation had been long harraffed, he maintained peace and order in the ftate, 
he depreffed the former exorbitant power of the nobility, and, together vvith the 
friendiliip of fome foreign princes, he acquired the confideration and regard of all. 
He loved peace without fearing war; tho' agitated with continual fulpicions of 
his fervants and minifiers, he difcovcred no timidity either in the conduct of 
his affairs, or in the day of battle ; and tho' often fevere in his punifhments, he 
was commonly lefs aCtuated by revenge than by the maxims of policy. The 
fervices, which he rendered the people, were derived fron1 his views of private 
intereft, rather than the motives of public fpirit; and where he deviated from 
felfifh regards, it was unknown to himfelf, and ever from the malignant pre
judices of faction or the tnean projeCts of avarice; not from the fallies of paf
fion, or allurements of pleafure; ftilllefs, from the benign motives of friendfhip 
and generofity. His capacity was excellent, but fomewhat contracted, by the 
narrownefs of his heart ; he polfe.ffed inGnuation and addrefs, but never en1-
ployed thefe talents, except where fome great point of intereft was to be gained ; 
and while he negleCted. to conciliate the affeCtions of his people, he often felt the 
danger of refting his authority on their fear and reverence alone. He was always 
extremely attentive to his affairs, but po.ffe.ffed not the faculty of feeing far into 
futurity ; and was more expert at providing a remedy for his miftakes than judi
cious in avoiding them. Avarice was on the whole his ruling paffion *; and 
he remains an inftance, almoft fingular, of a man, placed in a high ftation, and 
poffeffed of talents for great affairs, in whom that paffion predominated above 
ambition. Even among private perfons, avarice is commonly nothing but a 
fpecies of ambition, and is chiefly incited by the profpeCt of that regard, dif
tinction and conGderation which are derived fron1 riches. 

TH~ power of the Kings of England had always been fomewhat irreoular or 
difcretionary; but was fcarce ever fo abfolute during any reign as duringb that of 

Henry. 

t Dugd. baronage II. p. 237. 
* As a proof of Henry's attention to the fmalleft profits, Bacon tells us, that he had feen a book 

of Accornpts kept by Empfon, and fubfcribed in almoit every leaf by the King's own hand. Among 
other articles was the following. " Item, Received of fuch a one five marks for a pardon, which, if 
" it do not pafs, the money to be repayed, or the party otherwife fatisfied." Oppofite to this memo
randum, the King had wrote with his own hand, " otherwife fatisfied." Bacon, p. 630• 
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I-Ienry. Befi ies the perfonal character of the man, full of vigour, induflry, and 
feverity, deliberate in all projeCts, fi:eady in every purpofe, and attended with caution, 
as well as good fortune, in each enterprize; r.e came to tl e throne after long and 
bloody civil wars, which had defiroycd all the great nobility, who alone could refift 
the encroachments of his authority: rrhe nation was tired with difcord and intefrine 
convulfions, and \\illing to fubmit to ufurpations, and even injuri s, rr,ther than 
Plunae themfe ves anew into like m1feries: The fruitlefs effo: ts made againil: him b • 

ferved alwttys, as is ufual, to confirm his authority: As he ruled by a faction, 
and the leiier faction, all thofe on whom he conferred offices, fenfiblc that they 
owed every thing to his proteCtion, were content to fupport his power, tho' at 
the expence of juftice and national privileges : 1 hefe feem the chief caufes which 
at this time bellowed on the crown fo confiderab]e a!l addition of prerogative, and 
rendered the prefent reign a kind of epoch in the Englifh confl:itution. 

Chap nr. 

1'Hrs prince, tho' he exalted his own prerogative above law, is celebrated by 
his hifiorian for many good laws, which he caufed to be enacted for the govern
ment of his fubjects. Several confiderable regulations, indeed, are found among 
the ftatutes of this reign, both with regard to the police of the kingdom, and 
its commerce : But the former are commonly contrived with much better judge-
Inent than the latter. The more fimple ideas of order and equity are fufficient His laws, 

to guide a leginator in every thing that regards the internal adminiflration of 
jufi:ice : But the principles of commerce are tnuch more complicated, and require 
long experience and deep reflection to be well undedl:ood in any Hate. The real 
confequence of a law or practice is there often contrary to firfi appearances. 
No wonder, that during the reign of Henry the feventh, thefe matters were 
often mifunderitood; and it may faf<: ly be affinned, that even in the age of 
lord Bacon, very imperfect and erroneous ideas were formed on that fubject. 

EARLY in Henry's reign, the authority of the Star Chamber, which was be
fore f-ounded on common law and very ancient praCtice, was in fome cafes con
firmed by act of Parliament '* : Lord Bacon extols the ufe of this court ; but 
tnen began, during the age of that hiftorian, to feel that fo arbitri!ry a jurif
dietion was totally incompatible with Jiberty ; and in proportion as the fpirit of 
independance rofe frill higher 1n the nation, the avcrfion againft it increafed, till 
it was entirely abolifhed by act of Parliament in the reign of Charles the firft, 
a little before the commencement of the civil wars. 

LAws were paffed in this reign, ordering the King's fuit for murder to be car
ried on within a year and day t. Formerly, it did not ufuaJiy commence till 

3 after 

t 3• H. 7• cap. J. 
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after that term ; and as the frier.ds of the p~rfon murc:ered, in tl:e interval, ften 

comrounded matters with the criminal, that crime was apt to p.1fs unpunifhed. 

Suits were given to the poor in forma JtlU}eris, as it is cal:ed: Th~t is, without 
paying dues for the writs, or cny fees to tht: c uncil i-: A good bw at all tin-:es, 

efp:cial y in that age, when tLe people laboured under the oppreffion of the 
great; but a Lw very difficult to b~ reduced to e,cecution. A law was made 
againf1: carrying off any ·woma:1 by force t· ~ 'he bcnd1t of clergy was abridg(d §, 
and the criminal, en the fi1 f1 o( cnce, \'as ordered to be burned in the hanc.l 

with a letter m~rking his cri11c; after which, he was punifhed capitaliy for every 
new offence. This la·.v was much too indulgent, yet was in thofe days regarded 
as a violation of the rights of the church. Sheriffs were no longer allowed to fine 
any perfon, without previoufly fummoning hin1 before their court 11· It is 
firange, that fuch a praB:icc ihould ever ha\·c prevailed. P1 ttaint of juries was 
granted in cafes \\ h:ch exccn;ed forty pocn-1s vnlue ~:'''*. A law\\ hich has an ap

pearance of equity, but which was afterwards found inconvenient. AEtions po
pubr \V ere not allowed to b~ eluded by fraud or covin. If any fervant of the 

King confp!red ag:1inf1: the life of the ftc\';ard, treafurer, or comptroller of the 

'King's houfe, this deGgn, tho' not follo\ved by any execution, was made liable 
to tLe punifhment of felony tt. This ftatute was procured by the jealoufy of 
archbifi1op Morton, who found himfelf expoft:'d to the enmity of great numbers. 

THERE fcarcc pafrcd any feffion during this reign without fome fiatute againfr 
engaging retainers, and giving them badges or li\·eries tt ; a pr .. Etice, by 
which they were, in a manner, inlifred under fome great lord, and were kcet in 
readinefs to affifi: him in all wars, infu rrections, riot~, violen:es, and even in 
beari;•g evidence for him in courts of juftice ~§·. This diforder, which had 
arifen during turbulent time3, when the bw could give litde rotectiun to the 
fubieB:, \vas then dcepl;· rootC:'d in England; and it required all the vigi!a:1ce and 
rigour of f1enry to extirpate it. Ther~ is a ftory of his feverity again fT tb, t 
abufe; \rh;ch feems to merit praifc, tho' it is commonly cited as an in(bnce of 
his avarice. and rapacity. The earl of Oxford, his favourite g"ne:-al, to whom 
he always gave great and deferved trurc, having fp1endidly entcr'taincd him at 
his c2ft:e of f-leninbo-,1am, was dd1rous of makino- a 1l:ow of his mao-nificcnce at 

D t) 

the departure of his royal gucll:; and ordered all his retainers, with their liveries 
and badges, to be drawn up in two lines, that their appearance migl t be more 

rra lant .an~ fplcndid. " ~v1y lord," fa~d the 
7 

ing, " I have l earcl ; 1 ·.ch of your 
"'' hofpltaltty; but the tru.th f.1r exceeds the repo.:t. Ihefe handfome g·::'ntlemen 

'' an 
"!- JIII 7· c;p. IZ. l 3 H.7. c:-tp. z. § 4 H. 7· cap. 13· 11 JI II.7· c:t~1. l)· 

'II H. 7· C<',P· 21·· 19 E. 7· ea:"'. 3· i·l- .>~.H. -1 • c:1p. 1.3· t-t --i , - I ~ 3 J.. • 7. CQ:), I. & J Z. 

,; 1 11. ~. Gtp. 3· . 19 IL i· cap. 14. H 3 li. 7· cn.p. 12. 11 H. 7. cap. 25 , 
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" and yeomen, who 11 I fee on both fides of me, are furely your me nial fervants.'' Chap. HI. 
The ea~! fmiled, and conferr: d that his fc rtur e was too na1:row for fuch magnifi- 15°9· 
cencc. '' 'l hey ~re =noft of them," fubjoined he, " my ret:1iners, who are come 
,, to do me fervice at fuch a time, when they knew I was honoured with your 
" majdl:y's prefence." The King fiarted ~ little, and laid, " By my f.tith, my 
" lord, I thank you for my good cheer, but I muft not allow my lnws to be broken 
" in my fight. My attorney muft fpcak with you." Oxford is faid to have 
payed no lds than fifteen thoufand .marl·s, as a compofition tor his offence. 

T'HE c."ncreafe of the ar:", more e~ectually than all the le vcrities of laws, put an 
end to this pernicioL.s praClice. 1 'he nobility, initcad of vying \vith each other, 
in the number and boldnefs of their retainers, acquired a more c:vilized fpecies of 
emulation, and end~avoured to excel] in the fplendour and t legance of their equi
page, houfts, and tables. The common people, no long~: r maintained in a vi
cious i lenefs by their fuperiors, were obliged to learn fome cal' ing or ind uftry, 
and became ufeful both to themlelves and others. And it muft be acknow!edgcd, 
in fpite of thole who declaim fo violently againtt the rtfinement of the art, or what 
they are plcafed to call luxury, that, as much as an induftrious tradefman is both a 
better man and a better citizen that o!le of thofe idle retainers, who fo merly cle
per:ded on the great families; as much is the life of a modern nobleman more lau
dable than that of an antient baron. 

BuT the moft important Jaw in its confequences, which was enacted during the 
reign of f-Ienry, was that by which the nobility and gentry acquired a pov-.'e r of 
breal ing the antient entails, and of alienating their eftates -j-. By means of this 
law, joined to the beginning luxury and refinements of the age, the great fortunes 
of the barons were gradually diilipated, and the property of the commons en
creafed in England. It is probable, that fienry foreC1w and intended this cnnfe
quence ; becaufe the confiant fchcme of his policy conflflecl in deprerring the 
great, and exalting churchmen, lawyers, nd men of new families, who were 
n1orc dependant on him. 

THIS King's love of money naturally led him to encourage commerce, which 
encreafed his cuftoms; hut, if we may judge by moft of the laws enacted during 
his reign, trade and indufcry \Vere rather hu: t than promoted by the care and 
attention which were g ·ven to them. Severe laws vve re ma e againfr. taking in
teref.t for money, which was the:-1 denominated ufury t. Even the profits ( f ex
change were prohibited, as favouring of ufury §, which the fupcrfl:ition of that 
age zea]ouf1y profcribed. All evafive contrac s, by which prol1ts coL.ld b made 
from the loan of money, were a'fo carefully guarded againfl: 11· It is ne_dlefs to 
obferve how unreafonable and iniquitous thefe laws, how impoffible to be exe
cuted, and how hurtful to trade, if they could take place. . \Ve may obfer\'e~ 

t 4 H. 7· cap. 24. . :t: 3 H. 7· cap. 5· § 3 H. 7. cap. 6. 
ho" ever, 

11 7· II. 7· cap. S. 



I-I I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

however, to the praile of this King, that fometimes, in order to promote com
merce, he lent to merchants fu·ps of money, without intereft; when he knew, that 
their frock was not fufficicnt for thole enterprizes, which they propofed to undertake'~. 

LAws were m a ~e againft the exportation of money, plate, or bullion t : 
A precaution, which ferves no other purpofe than to n1ake more be exported. 
But fo far was the anxiety on this head carried, that merchant alit:ns, v .. ·ho im
ported commodities int~ the kingdom, were obliged to inveft, in Englifh com
n1odities, all the money acquired by their fales, in order to prevent their convey

ing away the money in a clandeftine manner =I=· 

f!oRs E s \Ve e forbid to be exported ; as if that exportation did not encourage 
the breed, and render them more plentiful §. To promote archery, no bows 
were to be fold at a higher price that fix fbillings and four pence 11, reducing 
money to the deromination of our time. T'he only effect of this regulation mu it 
be either that the people would be fupplied with bad bows or none at all. Prices 
v;erc alfo affixed to \\-ocllcn cl oath -*/, to caps and hats tt : And laboure· s w~ges 
wnc regubted by law :f3t. It is evident, that thefe circumftanc .. s ought always 
to be left free, and muit be trufied to the common courfe of bufinefs and com-
111erce. To fome it may appear fu rprizing, that the price of a } ard of fear let 
cloth fhould be limited to fix and twenty fhillings, that of a yard of coloured 
cloth to eighteen ; higher prices than thefe commodities bear at prefent: And 
that the wages of a tradefman, fuch as a mafon, br:cklayer> tylcr, &c. fhould be 
regulated at near ten pence a day; which is not much inferio.r to the prefent wages 
given in fome places of England. There is a vulgar error in imagining, that the price 
of labour and commodities has in general rifen extremely Gnce the difcovery of the 
Weft-Indies. The greater induH:ry of the prefent times has encreafed the number 
of tradefmen and labourers, fo as to keep wages nearer a p1r than could be ex
petted from the great encreafe of gold and filver. And the add1tional art em
ployed in the finer manufacrures, has even made fame <.1f thefe commodities fall 
below their former value. Not to 111ention, that merchants and dealers, being 
contented with lefs profit than formerly, afford the goods cheaF'er to their cuftom
crs. It appears by a ftatute of this reign §§. that goods bought for fixteen pence 
M~ould fometimes be fold by the merchants for three fhillings. The commodities, 
whofe price has chiefly rifen, are butcher-n1eat, fowl, and fii11, ( efpecially the latter) 
\vhich cannot be much augmented in quantity by the- encreafe of art and induil:ry. 
The profeffion which then abounded moft, and was embraced by p~rfons of the 
loweH: rank, was the church : By a claufe of a ftatute, all c erks or ftudents of the 
univerfity were forbid to beg, without a permiffion from the vice-eh~ ncellor 1 ![. 

"" Polyc\ Yirg. l A H. 7· cap. 23. :t 3 H. 7· cap. S. § I 1 H. 7· c::1.p. 1•3. 
7· cap 12. ~·· * 4 H . 7· cap. 8. t·t 4 H. 7· cap. 9· H I 1 H. 7· cap. 22 , 

cap. 9· 11:1 I I II. 7· cap. 2z. 

OL'E 

11 3 H. 
§ § 4 II. 7· 
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ONE great caufe of the low ftate ofindufi:ry during this period, was the ridiculous 
reftraints put upon it; and the parliament, or rather the King, (for he was the 
prime mover in every thing) enlarged a little fome of thefe limitations ; but not 
to the degree that was requifite. A ridiculous law had been enacted during the 
re:gn of Henry the fourth*, that no man could bind his fon or daughter to an 
apprenticefhip, unlefs he was poifeffed of twenty lhillings a year in land ; and 
Henry the feventh, becaufe the decay of n1anufactures was complained of in 
Norwich from the want of hands, exempted that city from the penalties of this 
'llw t. Afterwards, the whole county of Norfolk obtained a like exemption with 
regard to fome branches of the woollen manufacture :J:. Thefe abfurd limita
tions proceeded from a defire of promoting hufbandry, which however is never 
n1ore effectually encouraged than by the encreafe of manufactures. For a like 
reafon, the law enacted againft inclofures, and for the keeping up farm houfes §, 
fcarce deferves the high praifes beftowed on it by lord Bacon. If hufbandmen 
t.mderftand agriculture, and have a ready vent for their commodities, we need 
never dread a diminution of the people, employed in the country. All me. 
thods of fupporting populoufnefs, except by the intereft of the proprietors, are 
violent and ineffectual. During a century and a half after this period, there was 
·a continual renewal of laws and edicts againft depopulation; whence we may infer, 
that none of them were ever executed. The natural courfe of improvement at 

, }aft provided a remedy. 

ONE great check to indu!lry in England was the erecting corporations; an abufe 
which is not yet entirely corrected. A law was enacted, that corporations fhould 
not pafs any by-laws without the confent of three of the chief officers of ftate 11· They 
were prohibited to impofe tolls at their gates **. The cities of Glocefter and Wor
cefl:er had even impofe-.i tolls on the Severne, which were abolifbed tt. 

THERE is a law of this reign tt, containing a preamble, from which it ap
pears, that the company of merchant adventurers in London, had, by their own 
proper authority, debarred all the other merchants of the kingdom, from trading to 
the great marts in the low countries, unlefs each trader previoufly payed then1 the 
fum of near feventy pounds. It is furprifing that fuch a by-law (if it deferves that 
name) could ever be carried into execution, and that the authority of Parliament 
!hould be requifite to abrogate it. 

IT was during this reign, on the fecond of Auguft r 492, a little before fun fer, 
that Chriftopher Columbus, a Florentine, fet out from Cadiz on his memorable 
voyage for the difcovery of the weftern world ; and a few years after, Vafquez de 

7 H. 7· cap. 17. 
11 19 H. 7· cap. 7· 

t I 1 H. 7. cap. 11. 

*'"' 1; H. 7· cap. 8. 

K Gama, 

t 12 H. 7· cap 1. 

tt 19 H. 7· cap. 18. 
§ 4- H. 7· cap. 19. 
H 12 H. 7· cap. 6. 
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Chap. UT. Gama, a Portuguefe, paffed the cape of Good Hope, and opened a new paffage 
1 509· to the Eaft Indies. Thefe great events were attended with the moft important 

confequences to all the nations of Europe, even to fuch as were not immediately 
concerned in thofe naval enterprizes. The enlargement of commerce and naviga .. 
tion encreafed indufiry and the arts every where: The nobles diffipated their· 
fortunes in expenfive pleafures : Men of an inferior rank both acquired a fhare 
in the landed property, and created to themfelves a confiderable property of a new 
kind, in ftock, commodities, art, credit, and correfpondence. ln fe me nations the 
privileges of the commons encreafed, by this encreafe of property : In m oft nation", 
the Kings, finding arms to b:: dropt by the barons, who could no longer endure
their former rude manner of life, eftablifhed ftanding armies, a1 d fubdued the 
liberties of the kingdom : But in all places, the condition of the people, from 
the de~reffion of the petty tyrants, by whom they had formerly been oppreifed, 
rather than governed, re.ceived great improvement, and they acquired, if not 
entire liberty, at leaft the m oft confiderable advantages of it. And as the gene-
ral cour1e of events thtls tended to deprefs the nobles and exalt the people, Henry 
the feventh, who_ alfo embraced that fyHem of policy, has acquired more praife, 
than his inftitutions, ftritl:Iy fpeaking, fee m of themfelves to deferve J on account 
of any profound wifdom attending them. 

IT was by accident only, that the King had not a conGderable hand in thofe 
great naval difcoveries, by which the prefent age was fo much difl:inguiibed •. 
Cdumbus, after meeting many repulfes fr01n the courts of Portugal and Spain, 
fent his brother Bartholomew into England, in order to explain his projects to 
Henry, and crave his protection for the execution of them. Henry invited him 
to England ; but his brother, in returning to Srain, being taken by pyrates, was. 
detained in his voyage; and Columbus, mean-while, having obtained the coun
tenance of !fabella, was equipped with a fmall fl~et, and happily executed his 
enterprize. Henry was not difcouraged with this difappointment: He fitted out 
Sebaftian Cabot, a Venetian, dwelling in Briftol ; and fent him weftwards in 1498 
in fearch of new countrie~. Cabot difcovered the main land of America towards 
the fixtieth qegree of northern latitude : He failed fouth wards along the coafi, 
and difcovered Newfoundland, and other countries : But returned to England 
without making any conqueft or fettlernent. Elliot and other merchants in Brif
tol made a like attempt in I soz. *. The King expended fourteen thoufand 
pounds in building one fhip called the Great Harry t. This was p-roperly [peak
ing, the firft !hip in the Englifh navy. Before this p~riod, when the prince 
wanted a fleet, he had no other expedient but: the hiring fhips from the merchants .. 

BuT 
. Rymer, vol. XIII. p. 37: t Stowe, p. -t-~Lt:;. 
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BtrT though this improvement of navigation, and the difcovery of both the In dies, 
was the moft memorable incident that happened during this or any other period~ 
it was not the only great event by which the age was dift:inguifhed. In 1453 
Confl:antinople was taken by the Turks ; and the Greeks, among whom fome 
remains of learning were frill preferved, beir:g fcattered by thefe Barbarians, took 
lhelter in Italy, and imported, together with their admirable language, a tincture of 
their fcience and their refined tafte in poetry and eloquence. About the fame timet 
the purity of the Latin tongue was revived, the ftudy of antiquity became fafhion
able, and the efteem for literature gradually propagated itfelf through every 
nation of Europe. The art of printing, invented about that time, facilitated 
extremely the progrefs of all thefe improvements: The invention of gunpowder 
changed the whole art of war: Mighty innovations were foon after made in reli
gion, fuch as not only affected thofe ftates that embraced them, but even thofe 
that adhered to the antient faith and wor!hip: And thus a general revolution was 
made in human affairs throughout this part of the world ; and men attained that 
fituation with regard to commerce, arts, fciences, government, police, and 
cultivation, in which they have ever fince perfevered. Here therefore com
mences the ufeful, as well as agreeable part of modern annals; certainty has 
place in all the confiderable, and even moO: of the minute parts of hifl:orical 
narration ; a great variety of events, preferved by printing, give the author the 
power of [electing, as well as adorning, the faCts, which he relates ; and as 
each incident has a reference to our prefent manne1 s and fituation, inftructive 
leffons occur every moment during the courfe of the narration. Whoevt r carries 
his anxious refearches into preceding periods is moved by a curiufity, liberal in
deed and commendable; not by any neceffity for acquiring a knowledge of public 
affairs, or the arts of civil government. 
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Popularity of the new King.-His minijlers.-Punijhment of 
Empfon and Dudley.-King's marriage.--Foreign affairs.-
Juliv.s the fecond.--League of Cambray.-War with France. 
-Expedition to Fontarabia.-Deceit of Ferdinand.--Return 
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T HE death of Henry the feventh had been attended with as open and vi- 1509• 

fible a joy as decency would permit ; and the acceffion and coronation of 
his fon, Henry the eighth, fpread univerfally a declared and unfeigned Popularity of 

fatisfaB:ion. Inftead of a monarch, jealous, fevere, and avaritious, who, in the new Ying. 

proportion as he advanced in years, was finking ftill deeper in thofe unpopular 
vices; a young prince of eighteen had fucceeded to the throne, who, c:ven in the 
eyes of men of fenfe, gave very promifing hopes of his future conduCt, much 

ll10fC 
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Chap. I. more in thofe of the people, always enchanted with novelty, youth, and royal 
l5°9· dignity. The beauty and vigour of his perfon, accompanied with dexterity in 

every manly exercife, was farther adorned with a blooming and ruddy counte. 
nance, with a lively air, with the appearance of fpirit and activity in all his de
meanour *. His father, in order to remove him from the k.nowledg~ of public 
bufinefs, had hitherto occupied him entirely in the ftud y of literature; and the 
proficiency, which he made, gave no bad prognofiic of his parts and capacity t. 
Even the vices of vehemence, ardour, and impatience, to which he was fubjett, 
and which afterwards degenerated into tyranny, were interpreted only as faults, 
incident to unguarded youth, which would be correB:ed, when time had brought 
him to greater moderation and maturity. And as the contending titles of York 
and Lancafler were now at 1aft fully united in his perfon, men juftly expected 
from a prince, obnoxious to no party, that impartiality of adminiftration, which 
had fo long been unknown in England. 

THE favourable prepoffefiions of the public were encouraged by the meafures, 
which Henry embraced in the commencement of his reign. His grandmother, 
the countefs of Richmond and Derby, was frill alive ; and as !be was a woman much 
celebrated for prudence and virtue, he very wifdy ihewc:d great deftrer.ce to her 

His minifters. opinion in the eftablifltment of his new council. The members were, Warham, 
archbifhop of Canterbury, and chancellor ; the earl of Shrewfbury, fie ward ; 
]ord Herbert, chamberlain ; Sir Thomas Love], mafl:er of the wards and confta
ble of the Tower; Sir Edward Poynings, knight of the garter, comptroller; Sir 
Henry Marney, afterwards lord Marney; Sir Thomas Darcy, aftctwards lord 

. Darcy; Thomas Ruthal, doB:or of laws; and Sir Henry vVyat t. Thefe mrn 
had been Jong accufiomed to affairs under the late King, and were the leaft un
popular of all the minifters employed by that monarch. 

BuT the chief competitors for favour and authority under the new King were 
the earl of Surrey, treafurer, and Fox, biihop of Winchefier, fecretary and privy 
feal. This prelate, who had enjoyed great credit during all the former reign, 
had acquired fuch habits of caution and frugality as he could not eaflly lay afide ; 
and he frill oppofe<l, by his remonfl:rances, thofe fchemes of diilipation and ex
pence, which the youth and paffions of Henry rendered agreeable to him. But 
Surrey was a more dextrous courtier; and tho' few had borne a greater !bare in 
the frugal politics of the Jaft King, he knew how to conform himfe[f to the hu
n1ours of his new n1after; and no one was fo forward in promotina that libera
lity'~ pleafure, a.nd m~gnific~nce, .which .began to prevail under th~ young mo
_narch §. By this policy he mgrat1ated htmfdf with Henry; he made profit, as 

well 
* T. Mori, Lucubr. p. 1 Sz. t Fathet Paul, lib. 1. 

J.hed, p. 799· § Lord Herbert. 
! Herbert, Stow, p. 486. Hollin<t-
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ef1 as the other courtiers, of the laviih difpofition of his mafier ; and ·he en
gaged him in fuch a courfe of play and idlenefs as rendered him negligent of af .. 
fairs, and willing to entruft the government of the fiate entirely into the hands 
of his minifiers. uhe immenfe treafures, amaffed by the late King, were · gra-
dually diffipate l in t~e giddy expences of 1-Ienry. One party of pleafure fuc .. 
ceeded another: Tilts, tournaments and caroufels were exhibited with all the 
magnificence of that age: And as the prefent tranquillity of the public permitted 
the court to indL1lge itfelf in every amufement, ferious bufinefs was but little-
attended to. Or if the King intermitted the cour.fe of his feftivity, he emp1oyed 
himfelf chiefly in an application to mufic and literature, which were his favourite 
purfuits, and which were well adapted to his genius. He had made fuch pro-
ficiency in the former art, as even to compofe fome pieces of church mufic 
which were fung in his chapel t. He was initiated in the elegant learning of the 
antients. And tho' he was fo unfortunate as to be feduced into a ftudy of the· 
barren controverfies of the fchools, which were then fafhionable, and had chofen 
Thomas Aquinas for his favourite author, be fiill difcovered a capacity fitted for· 
1nore ufeful and entertaining' know ledge. 

I 

THE frank and carelefs humour of the King, as it led him to diffipate the 
treafures, am:lifed by his father, rendered him negligent jn protecting the inftru-. 
111ent~, whom that prince had employed in his extortions. A proclamation be
ing iffued to encourage corn plaints, the rage of the people was let loofe on all the 
delators and informers, who had fo long exercifed an unbounded tyranny over the 
nation * : They were thrown into prifon, condemned to the pillory, and m oft 
of them loft their lives from the violence of the populace. Empfon and Dudley, P •11 ,. 

Uhl nmenv. 
who were moll: expofed to public hatred, were immediately cited before the of Emplon 

council, in order to anfwer for their conduct, which had rendered . them fo ob and Dud!Qy,. 

noxious. Empfon made a ihrewd apology for him~elf, as well as for his 
affociatc. He told the council, that fo far from his being juftly expofed to 
cenfure for his paft conduct, his enemies themfelves grounded their clamour on 
actions, which feemed rather to merit reward and approbation: That a ilrict 
execution of Jaw was the crime, of which he and Dudley were accufed; tho' 
that law had been eil:abJifhed by the voluntary confent of the peop'e, and the?' 
they had aCted in obedience to the King, to whom the adminifhation of jufticc 
was entrufted by the conftitution: That it belonged not to them, who were in-
firumen·s in the hands of the fupreme power, to determine what laws were r~-
"ent or obfolete, expedient or hurtful ; fince they were a-ll alih: valid,. fo lo1g 

., 

t. Lord He1 bert. * Hcrbcrt, Stow, p. 4 86. Hollingihed, p . 799 Pol. Virg. lib. 7.7. 
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as they remained unrepealed by the legifiature : That it was natural for a. 
licentious populace to murmur againft the reftraints of authority ; but all wife 
ftates had ever made their glory to confift in the jufi: diftribution of reward and 
punifhn1ent, and had annexed the former to the obfervance and enforcement of 
the Jaws, the latter to their violation and infraCtion : And that a fudden over
throw of all government might be expeCted; where the judges were con1mitted 
to the mercy of the criminals, the rulers to that of the fubjeB:s t. 

NoTWITHSTANDING this defence, Empfon and Dudley were fent to the 
Tower ; and foon after brought to their trial. The ftriCl: execution of laws, 
however obfolete, could never be imputed to them as a crime in a court of ju
dicature ; and it is likely, that even where they had exercifed arbitrary power, 
the King, as they had aeted by the fecret commands of his father, was not 
willing to have their conduCt expo fed to too fevere a fcrutiny. In order, there
fore, to gratify the people with the punifb ment of thefe obnoxious minifters, 
crimes very improbable, or indeed abfolutely impoffible, were charged upon 
them, that they had entered into a confpiracy againft the King, and had intended, 
on the death of the late King, to have feized by force the adminiftration of the 
government. The jury were fo far moved by popular prejudices, joined 
to court influence, as to give fentence againft them; which was afcerwards con
firmed by a bill of attainder in Parliament*, and, at the earn eft dei1re of the 
people, was executed by wa· rant from the King. Thus, in rhofe arbitrary times, 
juftice was equally violated, whether the King fought power and riches, or courted 
popularity. 

THE King, while he punifhed the in'frruments of paft tyranny, had yet fucb 
deference to former engagements as to deliberate, immediately after his acceffion, 
concerning the confummation of his marriage with the -iflfanta Catherine, to 
who·m he was affianced during his father's lifetime. H er former marriage with 
h;s brother, and the inequality of their years, were the chief objeCtions, which 
were urged againft the efpoufing her : But on the othe-r hand, the advantages of 
her known virtue, modefty, and f weetnefs of difpofition were infifted on ; the 
affeetion which fhe bore the King; the large dowry to which fhe was entitled 
as princefs of Wales ~ the intereft of cementing a clofe alliance with Spain ; the 

neceffity 
t Herbert, Hollingfhed, p. 8o4. 

* This Parli~ment met on :he z dl:_January, I 5 I o. A law was there enaCl.ed, in order to prevent 
forne abufes wh1ch had prevailed dunng the late reign. The forfeiture upon the penal fratutes was 
re_duced to the term of three ye~rs. Cofl:s and damages were given againft informers upon acquital 
ot the accufed : More fevere pumfhments were enacted againil: perjury: the falfe inq uifitions procured 
by Empfon and Dndley were declared null and invalid. Traverfes were allowed; and the time of 
tendering them enlarged. 1. H. 8. c. 8, 10, 1 I, 12, -
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neccffity of finding fame confederate to counterballance the power of France ; 
the expediency of fulfiHing the engagements of the late King. When thefe 
con.Gderations were weighed, they determined the council, tho' contrary to the 
opinion of the primate, to give Henry their advice for <:ompleating the marriage; 
which was done accord :ngly. The countefs of Hichmond, who had concurred 
in the fame fentiments, died foon after the marriage of her grandfon. 

Chap. T. 
rs og. 

-
Ja~e 3· 

THE popularity of Henry's government, his indifputed title to the throne, 1 po. 
his extenfive authority, his large treafures, the tranquillity of his fubjetl:s, were 
circumfi:ances which rendered his domefi:ic ·adminiftration eafy and profperous : 
The fituation of foreign affairs was no lefs happy and deiirable. Italy continued F . (" 

. . . . ore1gn a.-frill, as dunng the late retgn, to be the center of all the wars and negotiations fairs . 

of the European princes; and Henry's alliance was courted by both fides; at the 
fame time, that he was not engaged by any immediate intereft or neceffity to 
t <Jke part with either. Lewis the twelfth of France, after the conqueft of Milan, 
was the only great prince who poffeffed any territory in Italy; and could he have 
remained in tranquillity, he was enabled by his fituation to prefcribe laws to all 
the Italian princes and republics, and to hold the ballance among them. But the 
defire of making a conqueft of N a pies, to which he had the fame title or pre· 
tenfion with his predece!for, fiill engaged him in new enterprizes; and as he 
f0refaw oppofition from Ferdinand, who was connected both by treaties and 
affinity with Frederic of Naples, he endeavoured, by the offers of intereft , to 
which the ears of that monarch were ever open, to engage him in an oppo.Gte 
confederacy. He fettled with him a plan for the partition of the Kingdom of 
Naples and the expulfion of Frederic: A plan, wbich rhe politicians of that age 
regarded as the 1nofl: egregious imprudence in the French monarch, and the 
bafeft treachery in the Spr1 nifb. Frederic, fupported only by fu.bjetl:s, who were 
either difcontented with his government, or indifferent about his fortunes , wa~ 
unable to rel1ft fo powerful a confederacy, and was deprived of his dominions : 
But he had the fatisfaetion to fee N a pies immediJtely prove the fource of con
tention among his enemies. Ferdinand gave fecret orders to his general, Gonfalvo, 
whom the Spani.1rds honour with the appellation of the great captain, to attack 
the armies of Fr.mce, and make himfelf m after of all the dominions of Naples. 
Gonfal vo prevailed in every enterprize, defeated the French in two pitched 
bat tl es, and enfured to his prince the enti e poffeffion of that fine kingdom. 
Lewis, unable to proct]re red refs by force of arms, was obliged to ·.er.ter into a 
fruitlefs negotiation with Ferdinand for the recovery of his 1hare of the parti1:ion; 

L and 
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and all Italy, during fome time, was held in fufpence between thefe two power
ful monarchs. 

THERE fcarce has been any period, when the ballance of power was better 
fecured in Europe, and feemed more abre to maintain itfelf, without any anxious 
concern or attention of the princes. Several great monarchies were eftablifhed ; 
and no one fo far furp3ffed the reil: as to give any foundation, or even pretence, 
for jealoufy. England was ·united in domeftic peace, and by its fituation happily 
fecured from the invafion of foreigners. The coalition of the feveral kingdoms 
of Spain, had formed one powerful monarchy, which Ferdinand adminifrered 
with arts, fraudulent indeed and deceitful, but full of vigour and ability. Lewis 
the twelfth of France, a g dlant and generous prince:> by efpoufing An ne of 
Britanny, widow to his predecelfor, had preferved the union with that prihci
pality, on which the fafety of his kingdom fo much depended. Maximilian, 
the emperor, befides the hereditary dominions of the Aufrrbn family, main
tained author;ty in the empire, and notwithftanding his levity of difpofition, was
able to unite the German princes in any great plan of intereft, at leaft, of de
fence. Charles, prince of Caftile, grandfon to Maximilian and Ferdinand, had 
alrea·dy fucceeded to the rich dominions of the houfe of Burgtandy ; and being. 
as yet in early youth, the government was entrufted to Margaret of Savoy, hi6 
aunt, a princefs endowed with fignal prudence and virtue.. The internal force 
of thefe feveral powerful ftates, which ballanced each other, might long have 
maintained general tranquillity, had not the active and enterprizing genius of 
an ambitious pontiff firft excited the flames of war and difcord among them. 

J ul ius the zd. ALEXANDER the fixth was dead; a man of a fingular character, and, except· 
ing h1s fon C::efar Borgia, almoft the only man who ever joined great capacity 
with the blackeft vices and the moft abandoned profligacy of manners. After a 
fhort interval, Julius the fecond had fucceeded to the papal throne, who, tho' 
endo' ed with many virtues, gave almoil: as much fcandal to the world as his de
~eftc predeceffor: His virtues were deemed unfuitable to his ftation of fovereign 
ponutf, the fpiritual judge and common father of all chriftians. Animated with 
~m unextinguifbable thirfr of glory, inflexible in h1s fchemes, undaunted in 
his enterprizes, indefatigable in his purfuits; magnanimous, imperious, domi
,neering ;· his vaft fuul broke thro' all the fetters, which old age and a priefrly 
charaB:er impofed upon it, and, during his pontificate, kept the world in perpe
tual agitation. By his intrigues, a league had been formed at Cambray *~ be-

Lea~ue of tween himfelf, Maximilian the emperor, Lewis the twelfth of France, and FerCambray. 
din and 

'! In 1508. 
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.dinand of Arragon ; and the objeCt: of this great confederacy was to overwhelm, Chap. r. 
by their united arms, the commonwealth of Venice. I 5 10

• 

Tn1s illuftrious commonwealth, the great bulwark of Europe againft the Bar
barians, and the admired model of civil poli(y, had rifen to a confiderable power, 
and began to make a figure, which during that age bore fome proportion to that 
of the great monarchies. Her riches furpaued thofe of any European city, her 
finances were great, her commerc extenfive, her naval power formidable, her 
armies numerous and well fupplied. rufting only to her own power, Ihe had 
negleB:ed to n1aintain a cordial friendfhip with any other ftate; and by the endlefs 
political fufpicions, which lhe entertained even of her allies, fue had taught thetn 
to regard her progrefs with like jealoufy. No ftate could reafonably complain of 
any injuftice and ufurpations in her meafures : But as great monarchs never fee with
out difpleafure a republic nearly on a level with themfelves, it was eafy for J ulius, 
by his negotiations among the European princes, to compleat his fcheme of a 
confederacy againfr her. Ferdinand defired to wreft fron1 the Venetians fame 
towns on the coaft of Naples, which his predeceffor had voluntarily, for money, 
configned into their hand : Lewis propofed to recover a part of the territory of 
Mtlan, which he himfelf had delivered to them by treaty : Maximilian laid 
·claim to great part of their dominions, which they had acquired from petty 
··princes or tyrants, that had formerly, as he pretended, in fome diftant period, 
· ufurped them from the empire: The pop~, from like pretences, challenged ano
ther part of their dominions, as the patrimony of the church. In order to cover 
·the fcheme of this confederacy, the cardinal d'Amboife, prime minifter of France, 
had met at Cam bray with ·Margaret of Savoy, under colour of accommodating 

·a difftrence between her and the duke of Guelders; and it was there, that 
· the alliance againft r enice was fecretly figned by the contracting powers ; and 
all the meafures of operation concerted*. 

THE Venetians were apprifed of their danger, and prepared themfelves for re
fiftance.. They provided every means of defence, except the m~ft effential, 

· brave and warlike forces, which it is impoffible to raife, where the ideas of 
military glory are extinguilhed, and men have, from long habit, acquired 

· other objects of ambition. They fent into the field an army of 4o,ooo men 
under experienced le:1ders, the count of Pitigliano and Bartholomew AJviano ; 

· and hoped, that fo great a force would fecure them from the invafion of Lewis, 
who had led an army into Italy, and firft took the field againft them. But the 
marti.tl nobility of France, headed by their gallant fovereign, utterly difcom
fited thefe enervated forces; and in the action of Ghierradadda the power and 

L 2 glory 
Guicci fl i'llini, lib. R. Eembo. 
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Char. I. glory of Venicf, the refult of confummate wifdom, and the work of ageS\ 
1
5

10
• fuffered in one day a cheque, which .it has never yet been able thoroughly tfa 

recover*. Difmayed· with this lofs, the V.enetians took a hafiy refolution of 
abandoning all their dominions on the continent of Italy ; and they accordingly 
withdrew their garrifons from every place, and freed their fubjects fron1 their. 
oaths of allegiance. Lewis immediately put himfelf in poifeffion of CFemona, 
Bergamo, Brefcia, Creme~ and all the plafeS which had been difmembered from 
the Milanefe. Even Verona, Padua, Vi<:enza, and other tow.ns, which, by the 
treaty of C2.mbray, . fell under the partition of Maximilian, offered to open their 
gates to the French monarch. Had Maximilian, inftead of wafting his time at 
'rrent, led his forces early into Italy,. an end had been put for ever to the power 
and dominion of Venice. But Lewis, . well acquainted with the ficklenefs ar.d 
inconftancy of that prince, was determined to. give him no. pretext for deferting 
his alliance; and therefore ordered the magiftrates -of thofe towns to make their 
fubmiffions to the emperor, whom, he· told them, they were. now to regard as 
their lawful fovereign t. The Venetian fenate, obferving thofe delays, and re
marking the extreme regret, which_ their fubjeCl:s difcovered on lofing their mild 
and equitable government, :f:, began. again to alfume courage, and reinftated 
themfelves in the dominion of thofe cities, which they had abandoned. From 
this time, their prudence and found policy gave a cheque· to the malignity of their 
fortune~ and the fuperiority of their enemit:s. They voluntarily made : a·· facrifice 
to Ferdinand of thofe towns, which he laid claim to, and thereby detached hizn 
from the alliance§. They gratified the ambition of the Pope by a like facrifice; 
and farther flattered his vanity by the loweft obeifance and the moft dutiful fub
miffions 11· After trying like arts with Maximilian, and finding his pretenfions
to be utterly exorbitant,.. they rouzed their patriot fpirit, and prepared themfelves 
for refiftance, with a courage, which, tho' ill feconded by the unwarlike genius 
of their people, might have done honour to the Roman fenate during the moft 
flouriihing period of the republic. 

THE great force and fecure fituation of the confiderable n1onarchies, prevented 
any one of them from afpiring to any, conqueft of moment; and tho' this con-_ 
fideration could not maintain general peace,. or remedy the natural inquietude 
of men, it rendered the princes of this age more eafy in defertino- engaaements 

' b b 
and changing their alliances, in which they were retained more by humour and 
caprice than by any natural or durable intereft. J ulius had no fooner humbled 
the Venetian republic,. than he wa~ infpired with a nobler ambition, that of 

expelling 

• Seiifel. hiit. Louis XIL St. Gelais, Guicc1ard. lib. S. t Buonacorfi, Petrus de Angleria, 
epirt 418. + Guicciard. lib. 8. § Petrus de Angler la. 11 Bembo. 
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xpelting all foreigners from Italy, or, to fpeak in· the ftile affelled by the Ita- Chap. I. 

Jians of that age, the freeing that country entirely from the dominion of the 1510' 

Barbarians*. He was determined to make the tem.peft fall firf1: upon Lewis ; 
and in order to pave the way for this great enterprize, he at once fought for a 
ground of quarrel with that monarch, . and courted the alliance of other p1 inces. 
He declared war againft the Duke of Ferrara, the clofcft confederate of Lewis. 
He follicited the favour of England, by fending Henry a facred roft>, perfumed 
with mufk and anointed with chrifm t. He engaged in his interefl: Bambrige., 
archbi!hop of York, and .Henry's amba.ffador at Rome, whom he foon after 
created cardinal. He:. drew over Ferdinand to his fide, tho' that monarch, at 
firfr, made no declaration of his intentions. And what he chiefly valued, he 
framed a treaty with the Swifs cantons, who, enraged by fome negleCts put 
upon them by Lewis, accompanied with contumelious expreffions, had deferred 
the alliance . of France, and waited an opportunity of revenging_ themfelves on 
that nation.·· 

LEwis was determined not to abandon the duke of Ferrara, who fuffered 
merely for his attachment to the crown of France. Chaumont, his lieutenant in 
the Milanefe, received orders to defend him againft J ulius, who, fupported 
by his own dauntlefs fpirit, and confiding in the facrednefs of his character, had 
fet his enemy at defiance. By a happy and unexpeCted movement, Chaumont · 
furrounded the pope and all · his ·court in Bologna; and had he not allowed him
felf to be amufed by a treaty, _which his profound refpect .for the holy fathe r · 
n1ade him the more willing to hearken to, he had been able, without any blood
fhed, to have reduced him to captivity. Finding himfelf expo fed to fevere 
cenfure for not pufl1ing his advantages, he was agitated with fuch violent regret 
that he fell into a languifhing illnefs, of which he foon after died ; tho' oppofite 
remorfes took place on his death-bed, and he very humbly craved of his holinefs 
a.remiffion of his grievous fin, in having at all born arms againft him :f: • . 

WHILE the French monarch repelled the attacks of his enemies, he thought it 1 5 11 ~ 
alfo requifite ·to make an attack en the pope himfelf, and to defpoil him, as much 
as poffible, of that facred character, which chiefly rendered him formidable. He 
engaged fome ·cardinals, difgufl:ed with the violence of J ulius, to defert him ; 
and by their authority, he was determined, in conjunCtion with Maximilian, 
who frill adhered to his alliance, to call a general council, which might reform 
the church, and check the exorbitancies of the Roman pontiff. A council was 

• Guiociard. Jib. 8 .• 
la Ligue de Cambray. _; 

t Sp~Iman, Com:il. .voJ. z. p. 725. 

fummoned : 

t L"abbe du Bos, Hlftoire d~~ 
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{ummoned ·at Pifa, which from the beginning bore a very inaufpicious afpeCt, and 
promifed little fuccefs to its adherents. Except a few French bi!hops, who un
willingly obeyed their King's orders in attending the council, all the other pre
lates kept at a diftance from an affembly, which they regarded as the offspring of 
faction, intrigue, and worldly politics. Even Pifa, the place of their refidence, 
1howed them figns of contempt; which engaged them to transfer their feffion to 
Milan, a town under the dominion of the French monarch. Notwithflanding 
this advantage, they did not experience much more refpeCl:ful treatment from the 
-inhabitants of Milan ; and found it neceffary to make another remove to Lyons*. 
Lewis himfelf fortified thefe violent prejudices in favour of the papal authority, 
by the fymptoms, which he difcovered, of regard, deference, and fubmiffion to 
Julius, whom he always fpared, even when fortune had thrown into his hands 
the moft inviting opportunities of hun1bling him. And as it was known, that 
his conforr., who had great authority with him, was extremely difquieted in mind, 
on account of his diffentions with the holy father, all men prognofticated to J ulius 

. fina~ fuccefs in this unequal conteft. . 
THAT enterprizing · pope knew his advantages, and availed himfelf of them 

:with the utmoft temerity and infolence. So much had he neglette~ his pontifical 
charaCter, that he affifted in perfon at the fiege of Mirandola, vifited the 
trenches, faw fome of his attendants killed by his fide, and, like a young fol
dier, chearfully bore all the rigours of winter and a fevere feafon, in purfi1it of 
military glory t: Yet was he ftill able to throw, even on his moft moderate oppo
nents, the charge of impiety and prophanenefs. He fummoned a council at the 
Lateran: He put Pifa under an interdict, and all the places which gave fuelter to 
the fchifmatical council : He excommunicated the cardinals and prelates who at
tended it: He even directed his fpiritua! thunders againft the princes who adhered 
to it: He freed their fubjeCl:s from all oaths of allegiance, and gave their do
minions to every one, who could take poifeffion of them. 

FER DIN AND of Arragon, yvrho had acquired the firname of the Catholic, re· 
garded the caufe of the pope and of religion only as a cover to his ambition and 
felfiil1 politics : f-Ienry, naturally fincere and fanguine in his temper, and the 
n1ore fo on account of his youth and i-nexperience, was moved with a hearty de
~re of proteCl:~n.g the pope :rom .that opprellion, to which he believed him expofed 
from the ambitious enterpnzes of Lewis. Hopes had been given him by Jufius, 
that the titk of the mofl C~rijli,m King, which had hitherto been annexed to the 
crown of France, and :vhich was regarded as its moft precious ornament, would, 

ill 
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in reward of his fervices, be transferred to that of England *, Impatient alfo of Chap. i. 
acquiring that diftinction in Europe, to which his power and opulence entitled 1 sn.' 

him, he could not long remain neuter amidfl: the noife of arms; and the natural 
enmity of the Englilh againfl: France, as v. ell as their antient claims upon that 
kingdom, led Henry to join that alliance which the pope, Spain, and Venice had 
formed againfl: the French monarch. A herald was fent to Paris, to exhorc 
Lewis not to wage impious war againft the pope; and when he returned without 
fuccefs) another was fent to make a demand of the antient patrimonial provinces, 
Anjou, Maine, Guienne, and Normandy. This meffage was underfiood as a War with 

declaration of war ; and a Parliament, being fummoned, readily granted fupp :ies =~~~n~;-Febru-
for a purpofe fo much favoured by the.· Englilh nation f. ary. 

Bu oN A viso, an agent of the pope at London, had been corrupted by the 
court of France, and had previoufly revealed to Lewis all the meafures which 
Henry was concerting againfl: him. But this infidelity did the King inconfide
rable prejudice, in comparifon of what he experienced from the felfiih purpo!es of 
the ally,. to whom he chiefly trufted for aiTiftance. Ferdinand, his father-in-law, . 
had fo long perfevered in a courfe of crooked politics, that he began even to value 
himfelf on his dexterity in fraud and artifice; and he made a boaft of thofe fbame
ful fucceffes. Being told one day, that Lewis the twelfth, a prince of a very 
different charaCter, had complained that he had once cheated him : " He lies, 
" the drunkard!" faid he, " I have cheated him above twenty times." This. 
prince confidered his clofe connexion with Henry, only as the means which ena
bled him the better to take advantage of his want of experience. He ad
vifed him not to invade France by the way of Calais, where he himfelf would not 
.have it in his power to affift him : He exhorted him rather to fend forces to Fon- Expedition to 
tar'\bia, whence he could eafily make a conquefl: of Guienne, a province, in which, Fontarabia •. 
it was imagined, the Englilh had ftill fome adherents. I-1e promifed to affifl: this 
conqueft by the junCtion of a Spanifh army. And fo forward did he feem to 
promote the intereft of his fon-in-law, that he even fent vefiels into England, to 

_tranfport over the forces. which Henry had levied for that purpofe. The marquefs 
. ~f Dorfet commanded thefe troops, which confifted of ten thoufand men, mofl:ly 
infantry; the lord Howard, fon to the earl of Surrey, the lord Broke, lord Fer
rars,. and many others of the young gentry and nobility, accompanied him in this 
fervice. All were on fire to dW:inguilh themfelves by military atchievements, and· 
to n1ake a conqueft of importance for their mafter. The fecret purpofe of Ferdi ... . 
nand in this unexampled generofity was fufpeCl:ed by no body. 

• Guicciard. lib. I 1. P. Daniel, vol. II. p. 1893. Herbert, Hollingfhed, p. 831. 
t Herbert. Holl'ngfhed, p. 8u. 
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Chap. I. THE fmall kingdom of N avarre lies on the frontiers between France and , Spain; 
1
5

12
' and as John d' Albert, the prefent King, was connected in friendfhip and alliance 

'\Vith Lewis, the opportunity feemed favourable to Ferdinand, while the Englifh 
forces were cor:joined with his own, and while all adherents to the council of Pifa 
lay under the,fcntence of excommunication, to put himfelf in poifeffion of thefe 
dominions. No fooner, therefore, was Dorfet landed in Guipifcoa, than the 
Spanifh monarch declared his readinefs to join him with his forces, to make 
jointly an invafion of France, and to form the fiege of Bayonne, which opened 
the way into Guienne *: But he remarked, how dangerous it might prove to leave 
behind them the kingdom of Navarre, which, being in clofe alliance with France, 

-could ea.fily give admittance to the enemy, and cut off all communication between 
Spain and the combined armies. To provide againft fo dangerous an event, he 
required, that John 1hould ftipulate a neutrality in the prefent war; and when 
that prince expreffed his willingnefs to enter into any engagement for that purpofe, 
he alfo required that he fhould give fecurity for his ftritt obfervance of it. John 
having likewife agreed to this condition, F-erdinand demanded, that he fhould 
deliver into his hands fix of the moll: confiderable places of his dominion~, 
together with his eldeft fon as a hoftage. Thefe were not conditions to be 
propofed to a fovere~gn ; and as the Spanin1 monarch expetted a refufal, he 

.. gave immediate orders to the duke of Alva, his general, to make an ,invafion 
of Navarre, and to reduce the whole.kingdom to fubjettion. Alva foon made 
himfelf mafter of all the fmaller towns.; and being ready to form the fiege of 
Pampeluna, the capital, he fummoned the marquis of Dorfet to join him with 
the . Engliih army, and to concert together all their-operations. 

DoRsET began to fufpect, that his mafier's interefts were very little regarded in 
all thefe· tranfaCl:ions ; and having no orders to invade the kingdom of Navarre, 
or. make war any where but in -France, he refufed to tz-ke any part in that enter

Deceit ofFer- prize. He remained therefore in his quarters at Fontarabia; but fo politic was 
dinand. . the contrivance of.Ferdinand, that even while the Englifh army lay in that fitu

ation, it was almoft .equally {erviceable to his purpofes, as if it had acted in con-
junction with his own. It 1·kept the French army in awe, and prevented it from 
advancing to fuccour the kingdom of N avarre; fo that Alva, baving full leifure 
to conduct the liege, made himfelf In after of Pam peluna, and obliged John to feek 
for !helt~.r in France. The Spanifh general applied again to Dorfet, and pro
pofed to conduct with united councils the operations of the holy league, fo it was 
called, againll: Lewis: But as he ilill declined forming the fiege of Bayonne, an-d 
.rather infiLted on the invafion of the principality of Bearne, a p:ut of the King 

· of 
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of N avarre's dominions, which lies on the French fide of the Pyrenees, Dorfet, Chap. r. 
j uftl y fufpicious of his finifler intentions, n prc fented, that, without new orders 15 Iz . 

from his mafl:er, he could not concur in fuch an undertaking. In· order to pro-
cure fuch orders, Ferdinand difpatched Martin de Ampios, as his envoy, to Lon-
don; and perfwaded Henry, that, by the refractory and fcrupulous humour of 
the Englifh genera], the mofl: favourable opportunities were lofl:, and that it was 
neceffary he fhould, in all things, act in concert with the Spani!h commander, 
who was befl: acquainted with the fituation of the country, and the reafons of 
every operation. But before orders to this purpofe reached Spain, Dorfet had 
become extremely impatient; and obferving that his farther fray ferved not to 
promote the main undertaking, and that his army was daily perifhing by want 
and ficknefs, he demanded !hipping from Ferdinand to tranfport them back into 
Engiand. Ferdinand, who was bound by treaty to furnilh him with this fupp!y, 
whenever demanded, was at ]aft, after many delays, obliged to yield to his im-
portunity ; and Dorfet embarked his troops, and prepared himfelf for the voyage. Retarn of the 

Mean while, a meifenger arrived with orders from Henry, that the trocps Engli!h. 

fl1ould remain in Sp, in; but the foldiers were fo difcontented with the treatment 
which they had met with, th3t they mutinied, and obliged their commanders to 
fet fail for England. Henry was much difpleafed with the ill fuccefs of this en-
terplize; and it was with difficulty, that Dorfet, _ by explaining the fraudulent 
intentions ofFerdinand, was at Iafl: able to appeafe him. 

THERE happened this fummer an action at fea, whi< h brought not any more 
decifive advantage to the Englifh. Sir Thomas Kne 'et, n~afl:er of I-Iorfe, 
was fent to the coafl: of Britanny with a Beet of forty-five fail; and he 
carried with him S,r Charles Brandon, Sir John Carew, and many other young 
courtiers, who longed for an opportunity of difplaying their valour. After 
committing fome depredations, a French fl eet of thirty-nine fail iffued frcn1 Breft, 
under the command of Primauget *, and began an engagement 'v.i th the E ngii fh. 
Primc.uget's !hip was fet on fire, who finding his deftruCtion it.evitable, bore 
down upon the veffel of the Englifl1 admiral, and grappling with her, refolved to 
make her !hare the fame fate. The fl1ips of both fleets ftood fome t"mc in fL f
pence, as fpectators of this dreadful engagement ; and all men faw with horror 
the flames \\hich confutned both veffils, and heard the cries of fury and dt fpair 
wh ich came from the miferable combatants. At bft, the French veffel blew up ; 
and at the f.1 me time deftroyed t!·.e Engli!h t. The r ft of the Fr nch fleet made 
t 1eir efcape into different harb::>llrs. 

lVI 
Or rather Porfin augc , according to P. D:miei's con ~ e C::ure, vol. II. p. I :to 1. Hence the Englifl 

fcamen called h:m Sir P:erce Morgan. 
-t Polydore Virg. lib. Zj. Sto.v, p 490. Lan ueL's epitome of c ll'Olli les, fol. :::.1 3· 
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THE war, which England waged 3gainft France, though it brought little 
advantage to the former kingdom, was of infinite prejudice to the latter; al)d by 
obliging Lewis to withdraw his forces for the defence of his own domir ions, loft 
him that fuperiority, which his arms, in the beginning of the campaign, had at
tained in Italy. Gafton de Foix, his nephew, a young hero, had been entrufted 
with the command of the French forces; and in a few tnonths performed fuch 
feats of military art and prowefs, as were fufficient to render ill uftrious the whole 
life of the oldeft captain *. His carreer finifhed with the great battle of Ravenna, 
which, after the n1oft obfl:inate conflict, he gained over the Spanifh and papal 
annies. He peri!hed i:he very ~oment his vitlory was compleat; and with him 
perHhed the fortune of the French arms in Italy. The Swifs, who had rendered 
themfelves extremely formidable by their bands of difciplined infantry, invaded 
the Milanefe with a nun1erous army, and raifed up that inconftant people to a revolt 
againfl: the dominion of France. Genoa followed the example of that dutchy ;. 
and thus Lewis, in a few weeks, entirely lofl: his Italian conqueft:s, ex
cept fome garrifons ; and Maximilian Sforza, the fon of Ludovic, was again 
re·inftated in poifeffion of Milan. 

J u LIUS difcovered extreme joy on the difcomfiture of the French; and the 
more fo, that he had bten beholden for it to the Swifs, a people, whofe councils, 

zdl: of Fe- he hoped, he Jhould always be able to govern and direct. The pontiff furvived 
bruary. this fuccefs a very little time; and in hi:1 place was chofen John de Medici, who 
Leo the tenth. took the appellation of Leo the tenth, and proved one of the moft illuftrious 

princes that ever fat on that throne. Humane, beneficent, generous, affable ; 
the patron of every art, and friend of every virtue t; he had a foul no Jefs capa
ble of forming great defigns than his predeceffor, but was more gentle, pliant, 
and artful in employing means for the execution of them. By his in
trigues, the emperor Maximilian was detached from the French intereil; and 
Henry, notwith(landing his difappointments in the former campaign, was ftill 
encouraged to profecute his warlike meafures againft Lewis. 

Parliament. HENRY had fummoned a new feffion of Parliament :f:, and obtained a fupply 
for his enterprize. It was a poll-tax, and impofed different fum~, according to 
the ftation and riches of the perfon. A duke payed ten marks, an earl five 
pounds, a lord ~our pounds, a knight four marks ; every p1an valued at eight 
hundred pounds m goods, four marks. An impofition was alfo granted of two 
fifteenths and four tenths §. With thefe fupplies, joined to the treafure which 
was left by his father, and which was not yet entirely diffipated, he was enabled 
to levy a great army, and render himfelf very formidable to his enemy. The 

Englifh 
~ Guicciard, lib, 10. t Father Pau11 lib, 1. :1: 4th ofNovember, 1512. § Stowe. 
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~ nglif11 are fr.tid to have been much encouraged in this enterprize, by the arrival Ch'lp. I. 
15 13· of a veffel in the Thames under the papal banner. It carri d prefents of wine 

and hams to the King, and all the tnoft eminent courtiers; and fuch fond devo-
tion was at that time entertained towards the cout t of Rome, that thefe trivial 
prefents were every where received with the greateft triumph and exultation. 

IN order to pre\'ent all difturbance from Scotland, while the King's arms 
fhould be employed on the continent, Dr. Weft, Dean of vVindfor, was difpatched 
in an embaffy to James, the King's brother-in-law; and ini1ruC1:ions were given 
1 im to accommodate all differences between the kingdoms, as well as difcover 
the intentions of the court of Scotland *. Some complaints had already paffed 
on both fides. One Barton, a Scotchman, having fuffered fome injuries fron1 
the Portugueze, for which he could obtain no redrefs, had procured letters of 
n1arque againft that nation; but not content with this liberty, he commilted de~ 
predations upon the Englifh, and much infefted the narrow feas t. Lord How-
ard and Sir Edward Howard, admirals, and fons to the earl of Surrey, failing 
out again{{ him, fought him in a defperate rencounter, where the pyrate was 
killed ; and they brought his !hips into the Tha1nes. As Henry refufed 
all fatisfaction for this act of juftice, fome of the borderers, who wanted but a 
pretence for depredations, entered England under the command of lord Hume, 
warden of the marches, and committed great ravages on that kingdom. Not· 
withftanding thefe mutual grounds of diifatisfaction, matters might eafily have 
been accommodated, had it not been for I-Ienry's intended invafion of France, 
which rouzed up the jealoufy of the Scotch nation :f:. The antient league, which 
fubfifted betwixt France and Scotland, was conceived to be the fl:rongelt band of 
connexion; and the Scotch univerfally b~lieved, that, were it not for the coun- War v.·ith 

tenance which they received from this foreign alliance, they had never been able fo Scotland. 

long to nuintain their independance againft a people fo much fuF cri or in force and 
riches. J ames was farther incited to take part in the quarrel by the invitations of 
Anne, queen of France, whofe knight he had ever in all tournaments profcft him-
felf, and who fummoned him, according to the ideas of romantic gallantry, pre-
valent in that age, to take the field in her defence, and prove himfelf her true 
and valorous champion. The remonftrances of his confort an"'d of his wifeft 
counfellors, were in vain oppofed to the martial ardour of that prince. He 
firft fent a fquadron of ihips to the affiftance of France ; the only fleet which 
Scotland feems ever to have poffeifed. And though he made profeilion ftill to 
maintain a neutrality, the Englifh ambaffador eafily forefaw, that a war would 

M 2 1 rove 
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prove in the end inevitable, and he gave his mafter warning of the danger, who 
fent the earl of Surrey to put the borders in a pofture of def'"'nce, and to refiil:. 
the invafion of the enemy. 

HENR v, all on fire for military fame, was little difcouraged by this appearance 
of a diverfion from the North; and fo much the lefs, that he flattered himfelf 
with the affiftance of all the confiderable pott.ntates of E urc pe in h s inv fion of 
France. The pope flill continued to thu, ,der out his excommunications againf.l:· 
Lewis, and all the adherents to the fchifmatical counci l : The Swifs canLons made 
profeffions of the moft violent animofity againft France: The ambaffadors of 
Ferdinand and Maximili .. n had figned with thofe of Henry a treaty ot alliance 
againft that power, and had ftipulated the time and place of their intended inva
fion : And though Ferdinand difavowed his ambaffador, and even figned a truce 
for a twelvemonth with the common enemy; Henry was not yet fully con
vinced of his felfifi1 and finifter intentions, and frill hoped for his concurrence 
after the expiration of that term. He had now got a minifter who compl ed with . 
all his inclinations, and flattered him in every fcheme to which his fanguine and 
impetuous temper was inclined. 

THOMAS W oLSEY, dean of Lincoln, and almoner to the King, fu rpaffed in . 
favour all his minifters a 1d cour.tiers, and was faft advancing towards that un
rivalled grandeur, w-hich he afterwards attained. This man was the fon of 2. 

butcher at Ipfwich ; but having got a learned education, and being endo\'Ved with, 
an ex ~ellent capacity, he was admitted into the marquis of Dorfet's family as tutor 
to that nobleman's children, and fo Jn gained the friendihip and countenance of, 
his patron *. He was recommended as chaplain to Henry the feventh, and being. 
employed by that monarch in a fecret neg( tiation, which regarded his intended 
n1arriage with Margaret of Savoy, Maximil ian's daughter, he acquitted himfelf. 
to the King's fatisfaCl:ion, and obtained the praife both of diligence and dexterity, 
in his conduct t. That prince having given him a commillion to the emperor, 
who at that time refided in Bruffels, was fu rprized, in lefs than three days after, 
to fee w ·olfey prefent bimfelf befo re him ; and fuppofing that he had protiJcted 
his departure, he began to reprove him for the dilatory execu tion of his orders. 
W olfey informed him, that he was juft returned from Bruffels, and had fncceff
fully fulfilled all his m jeftis commands. " But on fecond thoughts," faid 
the King, " I found that fomewhat was omitted in your orders; and have fent 
~' a mdfet ger after you with fuller in!lrucrions." " I met the mefienger," 
replied Wolfey, "on my return: But as I had reflected on that omifiion, J ven-

tured 
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'" tured of myfelf to execute what, Il~new, muft be your majefty's intentions" 
The death of Henry, foon after this incident, was the reafon why \Volfey reaped 
no advantage from the good opinion, which that monarch h .d entertained of him: 
But rom that moment he was looked on at court as a rifing man ; and the ifhop 
of iVinchefter cafi his eye upon him as one, who mighc be ferviceable to him in 
his prefent fituation · ·. This prelate, obferving that the earl of Surrey h"1d total
lj eclipfed him in favour, refolved to introd uce Wolfey into the young prince's 
familiarity, and hoped, that he mig1t riva Surrey in his infinuating arts, and 
yet be contented to act in the cabinet a p,rt fubordinate to Fox himft !f, who 
had promottd him. In a very little time, \Volfey ga ined fo much on Henry's 
good graces, that he fL1pplanted both Surrey in his favour, and Fox in his truft 
and con fi dence. Being admitted to rhe King's parties of pleafure, he took the 
lead in every jovial co 1 v rf.nion, and promoted all that frolic and entertainment, 
which he found fuitable to the age and inclination of the young monarch. 1 ei.:. 
ther his own years, which were near forty, nor his character of a clergyman, 
were any reftraint upon him, or engaged him to check, by any ufdefs feverity, 
the gaiety, in which Henry, who hac: fmall propenfion to debauchery ~ p. ffed his 
carelefs hours. puring the intervals of am ufement he introduced bufinefs and 
ftate affairs, and inGnuated th, fe maxims of conduct, which he was dd1rous his 
mafter fhould adopt. He obferved to him, that, while he entruft d his affairs 
into the hands of his father's counferors, he had the advantage of employing . 
men of wifdom and experience, but men who owed not their promotion to his fa
vour, an·d who fcarce thought themfelves accountable to him for the exercife o · 
t·heir authority : That by the faCl:io:-~s, and cabals, anJ jealoufil s, which pre
vailecl among them, they n1ore obftr cted the advancement of his afLirs, than 
they promoted it by the knowledge which age and praCl:ice had conferred upon 
them : That while he thought proper to pafs his time in thofc pie· fures, to which 
his age and royal fortune invited him, and in thofe fiudies, which woL]d in time 
enable him to fway the fcepter with abfolute authority, his beft fyfiem of govern
ment would be to intrufl: his authority :nt 1 the hands of fome one r.erfon, wlw was 
the creature of his will, and who could ent rtain n0 view but of p1 emoting his . 
fervic~ : And that if this minifter h.1d allo the fame re li th for pleafu re with 1im. 
felt~ and the fame tafte for fcience ; h~ could the more e fi ly account to him for 
his whole conduct, and introd uce his mafter gradual ly into the knowledge of pub
lic bufinefs, and thus, without tediot!S confiraint or a1 plication, initiate him in 
the fcience of government -:- .. 

HENRY 
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I IENR y entered into all the views of W olfey ; and finding no one fo capable 
of executing this plan of adminifrration as the perfon who propofed it, he foon 
ad vanccd his favourite, from being the companion of his carelefs hours, to be 
a member of his council ; and from being a member of his council, to be his 
hle and abfo\tte miniiJer. By this rapid advancement and uncontrouled autho-
1 ity, the character and genius of \Volfey had full opportunity to difplay itfdf. 
] nf~ltiablc in his acquifltions, but frill more magnificent in his ex pence : Of ex
ten five capacity, but Hill more unbounded enterprize: Ambitious of power, but 

r:is chr. ·.tc,cr. Hill more dcflrous of glory : lnfinuating, eng:1ging, perfuaflve ; and, by turns, 
lofty, clevi tcd, comn1anding: Haug~ty to hjs equals, but affable to his depen
dants ; oppreffive to the people, but liberal to his friends; n1ore generous than 
grateful ; Jcfs moved by injuries than by contempt; he feemed framed to take 
the afcendant in every intercourfe with others, but exerted this fuperiority of 
1wture with fuch oftentation as expofed him to envy, and made every one willing 
to recal the original inferiority or rather meannefs of his fortune. 

THE branch of adminifi:ration, in which I-Ienry moft exerted h:mfe1f, while 
he gave his entire confidence to \Volfcy, was the military, which, as it fuited the 
natural gallantry and bravery of his temper, as well as the ardour of his youth, 
was the principal object of his attention. Finding, that Lewis had made great 
preparations both by rea and land to refift him, he was no lefs careful to raife a 
formidable army and equip a confiderable fleet for the invafion of France. The 
command of the fleet was entrufl:ed to Sir Edward Floward ; who, after fcouring 
the channel fome time, prefented himfelf before Brefr, where the French navy 
then lay; and he challenged then1 to a combat. The French admiral, who ex
pected from the Mediterranean a reinforcement of fome Gallies under the corn· 
mand of Prejeant c~e Bidoux, kept within the harbour, and faw with patience 
the Englifh burn and deftroy the country in the neighbourhood. At laft Prejeant 
ar. ivcd with fix gallies, and put in o Conquer, a place within a few leagues of 
Breft, where he fecured himfelf behind fome batteries, which he had planted on 
rocks, that lay on each fide of him. Howard was notwithftanding determined 

2sth April. to make an attack; and as he had but two gallies, he took himfelf the command 
of one, and gave the other to Devereux lord Ferrars. He was followed by fome 
row-barges and fome crayers under the command of Sir Thomas Cheyney, Sir 

7il!iam Sidney, and other officers of diftinction. He immediately faftened on 
Prejeant's fhip, and leaped on board of her, a:tended with one Carroz, a Spa .. 
ni!11 cavalier, and feventeen Englifh more. 1"'he cable, meanwhile, which faftened 
his fbip to that uf the enemy, being cut, the admiral was thus left in the hands 
of the r'rench ; and as he ftill continued the fight with great gallantry, he was 

pufhed 
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pufhetl overbo:1rd by their pikes*. Lord Ferrars, feeing the admir.1. 's galley fall 
off, followed \Vith the other veffels; and the whok fleet was fo difcouraged by 
the lofs of their admiral, that they 1 etired from before Breft t. The French navy 
came O:.Jt of harbour; and even ventured to in,·acle the coaf1: of Sufit:·x. They 
were repulfed, and Prejeant, their admir~J, loft an eye by the !hot of an arrow. 
Lord Howard, broth r to the deceafed admiral, receiv d the command of the 
Englith fleet ; and little memorable pafff'd at fea during this fummer. 

GREAT preparations had been making at land, during the whole winter, fr1r 
an invafion of France by the way of Calais; but the fummer was well advanced 
before every thing was in fufficient readinefs for the intended cnterprize. The 
long peace, which the kingdom had enjoyed, had fomewhat unfitted the Englifh 
for military expeditions ; and the great change, which had 1atel y been in trod uccd 
in the art of war, had rendered it ftiU more difficult to inure them to the ufe of 
the weapons now employed in aCtion. The Swifs, and afte~· thetn the Spaniards, 
had fhown the advantage of a ftable infantry, who fought with pil'e and f..vord, 
and were able to repulfe even the heavy-armed cavalry, in which the great force 
of the armies formerly confifted. The praftice of fire-arms was become very 
common; tho' the caliver, which w~s the weapon now ufed, was fo inconvenient, 
and attended \Vith fo many difadvantages, that it had not entirely difl redited the 
ufe of bows, a weapon in which the Englifh excelled all European nations. The 
Englifh archers fiiJI maintained their reputation ; and even during the prefent 
reign, the king's allies had follicited him for fupplies of this kind. The fecond 
year after his acceffion, he fent a thoufand archers, under the command of lord 
Dacres, to the affiftance of Ferdinand, his father-in-law) in his projeCted expe
dition againfl: the Moors of Harbary; but as that prince tur 1ed his arms againfl: 
the French in Italy, Darcy was fent back without being employed in any fervice. 
The King had alfo fent fifteen hundred archers under the command of Sir Edward 
Poinings to the affiilance of l\1argaret, dutchefs of Savoy, who made ufe of them 
with great ad vantage againft the duke of Gueiders, the great difturber of the 
Netherlands. A confiderable part of the forces, which 1:-Ienry now levied for 
the invafion of France, . confifted alfo of archers ; and fo foon as affairs were in ' 
readinefs, the vanguard of the army, amounting to 8ooo men, under the com
mand of the earl of Shrew1bury, failed over to Calais. Shrew1bury was accom-

panied 

• It was a maxim of Howard's, that no admiral was good for any thing, that was not brave even 
to a degree of madnefs. .A:s the fea-fervice requires much lefs plan and CaJntrivance and capacity than 
the land, this maxim has great plaufibility and appearance of truth: Tho' the fate of Howard 
himfelf may ferve as a proof that even there courage ought to be tempered with difcretion. 

t Stowe, p. 491. Herbert, Hollingihed, p. 81 6~ 
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panicd with the earl of D~rby, the lords Fitzwater, Hafiings, Cobham, and Sir 
>ice ap Thomas, captain of the light horfe. · Another Body of 6oco men foon 

after fo llowed under the command of lord Herbert, the chamberlain, attended 
with the euls of Northumbtrland and Kent, the lords Audley and Delawar, 

together with Carew, CUl·fon, and other gentlemen. 

THE King himfelf prepared tJ follow with th main body and rear of the 
arrny ; and he appointed the queen regent of the kingdom during his abfence. 
That he might fecure her adminifrration from all diiturbance, he 01 dered Edmond 
de la Pole, earl of Suffolk, to be beheaded in the Tower, the r.obleman who had 
been attainted and imprifoned during the late reign. The King was led to corn· 
mit this aB: of violence by the dying commands, as is imagined, of his father, 
who told him, that he never would be free from danger, whi 1e a man of fo tur
bulent a difpofition as Suffolk was alive. And as his brotl-er, Richard de la 
Pole, had accepted of a commar.d in the French fc-rvice, ard attempted very 
foolifhly to revive the York faS.ion, and to animate then1 againft I-Ienry, he 
probably drew more fuddenly the King's vengeance on the unhzppy Suffolk. 

AT lafl:, Henry, attendeJ with the duke of Buckingham and many others of 
the nobility, arrived in Calais, and entered upon his French expedition, whence 
he fondly expected fo much fuccefs and glory *. Of all thofe allies, on whofe 
affifrance he fo much relied, the Swifs alone fully performed their engagements. 
Bting put in mction by a fun1 of money fent them by Henry, a1d incitLd by their 
viCtories obtained in Italy, and by their animofity againfi: France: they were prepar
ing to enter that kingdom with an army of twenty-five thoufmd men; and no 
equal force could be oppofed to their incurfion. fv1aximi 1ian had received an 
advance of 1 2o,ooo crowns fro1n Her·ry, and h<:d engaged to ·einforce the Swifs 
with 8ooo tnen, but failed in his engagements. That he might make atone
ment to the King, he himftlf 3ppeared in the Low Countries, ar:d joined the 
En)ifh army with fame German and FJemifh fo 1diers, who \Hre ufefuj in giving 
an example of difcipline to I-Ienry's new-levied forces. Obfening the difpofition 
.of the Engli!h monarch to be more b. nt on glory than on i1tereft, he in1ii1ed 
himfelf in his fervice, wore the crofs of St. George, and received p;1y, a hundred 
crowns day, as one of his fubjLB:s and captains. But while he exhibited this ex· 
traordinary fpeCl:acle, of an emperor of Germany fcrving under a King of Eng
land, he was treated with the higheft refpetl: by Henry, and really directed 
a'l the operat:ons of the combined army. 

BEFORE the arrival of Henry and Maximilian in the ramp, the earl of Shrewf
bury and lcrd I-lerbtrt had formed the fiege of Teroi.iane, il town fituate on 

8 the 

* I o1ydo1·e ViJ'gil, lib. z;-. Ielcarius, lib. 14. 
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the frontiers of Picardy; and they beg.1n to attack the place with vigour. Chap. I. 

Teligini and Crequi comn1anded in the town, and had a garrifon, which exceeded 1
5

1 3• 

not a thoufand men ; yet made they fuch ftout rdiftance as protracted the fiege 
a month ; and they found themfelves at laft more in danger from want of pro-
vifions and ammunition than from the affaults of the l:>efiegers. Having con-
veyed intelligence of their fituation to Lewis, who had advanced to Amiens with 
his army, that prince gave orders to throw relief into the place. Fontrailles 16th Augut1. 

appeared at the head of 8oo horfemen, each of whon1 carried a fack of gun-
powder behind h:m, and two quarters of bacon. With this fmall force he ma~e 

a fudden and unexpected irruption into the Engli!h camp, and furmounting all 
refiftance, advanced to the foffee of the town, where each horfeman threw down 
his burthen. They immediately returned at the gallop, and were fo fortunate 
as again to break thro' the Englifh, and to receive little or no lofs, in this dan-
gerous attetnpt *, 

BuT the Engli!h had, fooa after, full revenge for that infult. Henry had re .. Battle of Gui

ceived intelligence of the approach of the French Horfe, who had advanced to negate. 

protect this incurfion of Fontrailles; and he ordered fome troops to pafs the Lis, 
in order to oppofe them. The cavalry of France, tho' they confifted chiefly of 
gentlemen, who had behaved with great valour in many defperate aCtions in 
Italy, were, on fight of the enetny, feized with fo unaccountable a panic, that 
they immediately took to flight, and were purfued by the Englilh. The duke 
of Longueville, who commanded the French, Buffi d' Amboife, Clermont, Im-
bercourt, the chevalier Bayard, and many other officers of diftincrion were 
taken prifoners t. This action, or rather rout, is fometimes called the battle 
of Guinegate, from the place where it was fought; but more commonly the 
battle of Spurs, ttcaufe the French, that day, made more ufe of their fpurs than 
of thtir fwords er military weapons. 

ArTER fo confid erable an advantage, the King, who was at the head of a 
compleat army of above so,ooo men, might have n1ade incurfions to the gates of 
Paris, and fpreaj confufion and defolation every where. It gave Lewis great 
joy, when he heard, that the Englifh, inftead of pufhing their vi dory, and at
tacking the difmayed troops of France, returned to the fiege of an inconfider.1ble 
place like Teroi.hne. The governors were obliged foon after to furrender the 
town ; and I-Ienry found his acquifition of fo little confequence, tho' gained at 

the exp nee of feme blood, and what, in his prefent circumftances, was more 
important, <..'f n 1LlCh valuable time, that he immediately demolilhed the fortifi-

N cations. 

• Hifr. de Che\'. B1yard, eh . 57· 1\tiemoires de Bellai. i" ~~emoi re~ de Bcil ai, liv. 1 . PolyJon: 
Virgil, lib. 17 . Holingfhcd, F· 8zz . Hcrbcrt. 
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Chap. I. cations. The anxieties of the French were again renewed with regard to the 
1 S • 3 · n1otions of the Englifh. The Swifs at the fame time had entered Burgundy 

with a very formidable army, and laid fiege to Dijon, which was in no condition 
to refift them. Ferdinand himfelf, tho' he had made a truce with Lewis, feemed · 
difpofed to lay hold of every advantage which fortune fhould prefent to him. 
Scarce ever was the French monarchy in greater danger, or lefs in a condition 
to defend itfelf againfl: thofe p0werful armies, which on every fide affailed or 
threatened it. Even many of the inhabitants of Paris, who believed themfelves 
expofed to the rapacity and violence of the enemy, began to dii1odg , \vithout 
knowing what place could afford them greater fafety and proteCtion. 

BuT Lewis was extricated fron1 his prefent difficulties by the manifeft blunders 
of his enemies. The Swifs allowed themfelves to be feduced into a negotiation 
by Tremoilille, governor of Burgun 1y; and without making enquiry, whether 
he had any powers to treat, they accepted of the conditions which he offered 
them. Tremoiiille, who knew, that he would be difavowed by his n1after, 
il:ipulated whatever they were pleafed to demand; and thought himfelf happy, 
at the expence of fome payments, and very large pron1ifes, to get rid of fo for
midable an enemy :f:. 

THE meafures of Henry fhowed equal ignorance in the art of war with thofe of 
the Swifs in negotiation. Tournay was a great and rich city, which, tho' it lay 
with' n the frontiers of Flanders, belonged e~tirely to France, · and afforded the 
troops of that kingdon1 a paffage into the 1niddle of the Netherlands. Maximi
lian, who was defirous to free his grandfon from [J troublefome a neighbourhood, 
advifed I-Ienry to lay fiege to this place ; and the Englifh monarch, not con
iidering that fuch an acqui!ition no way advanced his conquefi:s in France, was fo 
imprudent as to follow this interefted council. The city of Tournay, by its an
tient charters, being exempted fron1 the burthen of a gan ifon, the burghers, 
even againft the retnonftrance of their fovereign, ftrenuouOy infifted on maintain
ing this dangerous privilege; and they enb ged, by themfelvcs, to make a vigo· 
rous defence againft the enemy ·~. Their courage f._ iled them when matters came 

1 S to extremity ; and after a few days fiege, the place was furrendered to the Er.g-
24-t 1 eptcm- . . . . . . . 

. her. hfh. Henry fo little regarded Its pnvtlege!', .that he 1mmedzately quartered a 
g1rrifon in it, und r the command of Sir Edward Poinings. TLe biihop of 
Tournay was lately dead; and as a new biihop was already eleCted by the 
chapter, but not inftall d in his office, the King beftowed the adminiftration of 
the fee on his favoL rite, \Volfey, and put hi1n in immediate poffeifion of the 

8 revenues, 

t Memoires du rnarefchal de Fleumogcs BeliJrius, lib. 14. * l\1crnoircs de Flenranges. 
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r venues, which were confidera let. Hearing of the retreat of the Swifs, and 
obferving the feafon to be far ad· anced, he thought proper to retire into Eng
land ; and he carried the greatefl: part of his army with him. Succefs had at
tended him in every enterprize; and his youthful mind was much elated with this 
feeming profperity; but all men of judgment, comparing the ,dvantages of hi~ 
fituation with his progrefs, his expences with his acquifitions, were convinced, 
th~t this campaign, fo -tnuch vaL nted, was, in reality, both ruinous and in
g orious :j:. 

THE fuccefs, which, during this fummer, had attended Henry's arms in the 
north, was much more decifive. The King of Scotland had fummoned out the 

whole force of his kingdom ; and having paffed the Tweed with a brave, tho' a 

tumultuary army of above so,ooo men,. he ravaged thofe parts of N orthum
befland which lay nearefl: that river, and employed himfelf in taking the cafl:les 
of Nor ham, Etal, \Verke, Ford, and other places of little importance. The 
lady Ford, a woman of great beauty, being tal·en pt ifoner in her caft]e, was 
prefented to J ame~:, and fo gained on the affeCtions of that monarch, that he 
wafted in idle pleafure that critical time, which, during the abfence of his enemy, 
he fhould have employed .in pufhing his conquefts. His troops, lying in a 
barren country, where they foon con fumed all the provifions, began to be 
pinched with neceffity ; and as the authority of the prince was feeble, and mili
tary difcipline, during that age, extremely relaxed, many of them had fl:olen fron1 
the camp, and retired to their houfes. Mean while, the earl of Surrey, having 
colleCted a force of 26,ooo men, of which 5coo han been fent over fron1 the 
King's army in France, marched to the defence of the country, and approached 
the Scotch, who lay on fome high ground near the hills of Cheviot. The river 
Till ran betwe~n the a:mie~, and prevented an engagement: Surr="'y therefore fent 
a herald to the Scotch camp, challenging them to defcend into the plain of 

Milfield, which lay towards the fouth; and there, appointing a day for the 
combat, try their v lour on equal ground. As he received no fa:isfaB::ory an
fwer, he made a feint of marching towards Benvic; as if he intended to ent..,r 
Scotland, to lay wafte the borders, and cut off the proviflons of the enemy. 
T'he Scotch army, in order to prevent his purpofe, put themfclves in motion; 
and having fet fire to the huts in which they had quartered, th y defcended frotn 
the hills. currey, taking advantage of the fmo!(e, which was blown towards 
hi 1, and which covered his movements, paffed the Till wi h his artillery and 
vanguard at the bridge of Twifel, and fcnt the reft of his army to find a ford 
farther up the rivt r. 

N 2 

i Stry e's M morials, vo·. 1. r· 5, 6. :i Guicciardini. 
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AN engagement was now become inevitable between the armies, and both 
fides prepared for it with great tranquillity and crder *. The Englifh divided 

qtl Septem- their army into two lines : Lord Howard led the main body of the firft line, Sir 
ber. Edmond Howard the right wing, Sir Marmaduke Conft:able the left. The earl 

of Surrey himfelf commanded the main body of the fecond line, lord Dacrcs 
l"' n • 1 rp1 the riaht wing, Sir Edward Stanley the left. The Scotch front prefcnred three· 
j).,, eol ou- b 

d~• . divifions to the enemy: The middle was led by the King himfelf: The rig~t by 
the earl of Huntley, affifted by lord Hume: The left by the earls of Lenox. and 
.A:rgyle. A fourth div:fion under the earl of Bothwel made a body of re- 
rerve. Huntley began the battle; and .af[er a fharp conflict, put tu flight the 
}eft wing of the Englifh, and chaced them off. t.he field : But on returning from , 
the purfuit, he found the whole Sc.otch army in great diforder. 1~he divifion 
under Lenox· and Argyle, elated . with the fuccefs of. the other wing, had broke 
their ranks, and notwithftanding the remonftrances and entreaties of La Motte, 
the French ambaffador, had rufhed headlong upon the enemy. Not only Sir 
Edmond Howard, at the head of his di.vifion, received them with great valour; . 
but DaGres, who commanded in the fecond line, wheeling about during the 
aCtion, fell upon their rear, . and put them to the fword without refiftance. The 
divifion under the King himfelf and that under Bothwel; animated by the valour 
of their leaders, frill made head agaioft the Englifh, and throwing themfelves 
into a circle, protracted the action till night feparated the combatants. The · 
victory feemed yet uncertain,. and the numbers· which fell. on each· fide were 
nearly equal, amo"mting to above sooo men : But the morning difcovered evi- . 
dently where the_ advantage lay. The Engliih had loft only perfons of fmall 
note; but the flower of the Scotch nobility had fallen in battle, and the King . 
himfelf, after the moft diligent enquiry, could no where be found. In fearching 
the field, the Engliih met with a dead body, which rerembled him, and was arrayed 
in a fin1ilar habit ; and they put it in a lead coffin and fent it to London. Dur.
ing fome time it was kept unburied ; becaufe James died under fentence of ex
communication, on account of his confederacy with France, and his oppo.fition 
to the holy feet : But upon Htnry's application, who pretended that that prince, 
in the infiant before his death, had difcovered figns of repentance, abfolution 
was given him, and his body was interred. The Scotch, however, frill afferted, 
that it was not James's body, which was found in the field of battle, but that 
of one Elphinfton, who had been arrayed in arms refemblina the Kino-'s in or
der to divide the attention of the Englifh,_, and 1hare the dan~er with his 'mafter. 

It 

* Bnchannan, lib. 13. Drummond. Hcrbert. P'olydorc Virgil, lib. 27. Stowe, p. 493• Paullus 
Jovius. t Buchannan, lib. I 3· Herbert. 
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It was believed that James had been feen croffing the Tweed at ·Kclfo ; and feme 
imagined that he had been killed by the clients of lord f-lume, whom that noble
man had inftigated to commit fo enormous a crime. But tl;e populace enter
tained the opinion, that he was frill alive, and having gone fecretly in pilgrimage 
to the holy land, would foon return, and take poffefiion of the throne. This 
fond conceit was long entertained in Scotland .. 

THE King of Scots and moft of the chief nobility being killed in the field of 
Flouden, fo this battle was called, a very inviting opportunity was offered to 
Henry of gaining advantages over that kingdom, perhaps of reducing it to 
fubjeB:ion. BJt he difcovered on this occafion a mind truly great and generou~ . 
When the queen of Scotland, Marg_aret, V\ho \Vas created regent during th· ... 
infancy of her fon, applied for peace, he readily granted it; and took compaffion 
of the helplefs condition of h:s fifter and nephew. The earl of Surrey, who 
had gained him fo great a victory, he~ reftored to the title of D ke of Norfolk, 
which had been forfeited by his father, for engaging on the fide of Richard the 
third. His fon, lord Howard, was honoured with the title of·earl of Surrey. 
Sir Charles Brandon, .his favourite, who1n he had before created vifcount Lifie, 
was now raifed to the dignity of duke of Suffolk. Wolfey, who was both his 
favourite and his minifter, was created bifhop of Lincoln. Lord Herbert ob
tained the title of earl of Worcefrer. Sir Edward Stanley, that of.lord l\1ont
eagle • . 

THo' peace with Scotland gave Henry fecurity towards the north, and enabled 
him to profecute in tranquillity his enterprize againft France, fome other inci
dents had happ~ned, which more than counterballanced this fortunate event, and 
{t;rved to open his eyes with regard to the rai11nefs of an undertaking, into which 
his youth and high fortune had betrayed him . . 

LEwis, fully fenfible of the· dangerous fitt,ation to which his kingdom had ' 
been reduced during the.former campaign, was refolved, by every expedient, to ; 
prevent the return of like p"rils, and to break the confederacy of his enemies. 
The pope was no way difpofed to pufh the Fren<.h to extremity ; and provide<:! 
they returned not to take pofieffion of M·ilan, his interdt rather le l hin1 . to pre
ferve the ballance among the contending parties. I-fe accepted therefore of 
Lewis's offer to renounce the council of Lyons ; and he took off the exc~mmu
nication which his predeceffor and himfelf had denounced againft that King and 
his kingdom. Ferdinand was now faft declining in years, and as he entertained · 
no fat ther ambition than that of keeping poildlion of N avarre, which he had 
fubdued by his arms and policy, he rea~ dy hearl·cned to the propofals of Lewis 
for prolonging the truce another year ; and he even fhowed an inclination of 

4 -. formir 
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formino- a more intimate connexion with that n1onarch. Lewis had dropt hints ::::> 

of his intention to marry his fecond daughter, Renee, either to Charles, prince 
of Spain, or his brother, Ferdinand, both of them grandchildren to the Spanifh 
monarch; and he declared his refolution of beftowing en her, as her portion, his 
claim to the dutchy of Milan. Ferdinand not only embraced thefe fchemes with 
avidity ; but alfo engaged the emperor, Maximilian, in the fame views, and 
proet red hjs confcnt to a treaty, which opened fo inviting a profpeCl: of aggran
dizing their common grandchildren. 

WHEN Henry was informed of Ferdinand's renewal of the truce with Le,vis, . 
he fell into the moft violent rage, and loudly complained, that his father-in-law 
had firft, by the highefl: promifes and profeffions, engaged him in enmity with 
France, and afterwards, without giving him the leafi: warning, had now again 
facrificed his intereft to his own felfi{h purpofes, and had left him expoft::d al me 
to all the d· ng, rs and exp~nces of the war. In propoition to his eafy credulity 
and unfufpetling reliance on Ferdinand, was the vehemence wid1 which he ex-

~claimed againft the treatment, which he met with; and he threatened revenge 
for this egregious treachery and breach of Faith *. But he loft all patience when 
informed of the other negotiation, where Maximilian was alfo feduced from his 
alliance, and where propqfals had been hearkened to, for the n1arriage of the 
prince of Spain with the daughter of France. Charles, during the life-time 
of the late King, had been affianced to Mary, Henry's fecond fifler; and as 
the prince now approached the age of puberty, the King had expected the 
immediate completion of the marriage, and the honourable fettlement of a fi .. er, 
for whom he had entertained a very tender affection. Such a complication, there
fore, of injuries gave him the highefl: difpleafurc, and infpired him with a deqre 
of expreffing hi(;' difdain towards thofe who had taken advantage of his youth and 
inexperience, and had abufed his too great facility. 

THE duke of Longueville, who had been made prifoner at the battle of 6uine
gate, and who was fiill detained in England~ was ready to take advantage of all 
thefe difpofitions of Henry, in order to procure a peace and even an alliance, which 
he' knew to be fo paffionately deGred by his mafl:er. l-Ie reprefented to the King, 
that Anne, queen of France, being lately dead, a door was thereby opened for an 
affinity, which might tend to the advantage of both kingdoms, and w ich would 
ferve to terminate honourably all the differences between them: That fh: had left 
Lewis no male children; and as he had ever entertained a ftronO' delire of ha.-ina 

0 0 
heirs to th~ crown, no nhrriage fcemed more ii 1itable to him than that with the 

princefs 

ll! Pctrus de Angleria, Epif. 5+5, 546. 
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princefs of England, whofe youth and b~auty afforded the n1oft flattering hopes 
in that particular : That tho, the marriage of a princefs of fixteen, with a King 
of fifty three, might ~ em unfuitable ; yet the other advantages, attending the 
alliance, were more than a fuHicient compenfation for this inequality: And that 
Henry, in Joofening hi:; connexions with Spain, whence he had never experienced 
any advantage, wotld contr a a clofe affinity with Lewis, a prince, who, .th -o' 
his whole life, had invariably maintained the character of probity an honour. 

Chap. I. 
I 5 14· 

As Henry feen1ed to hearl--en to this d'fcourfe \Vith very willing ear~, Longue
vil!e informed his m after of the probability, which he difcovered, of bringing 
this matter. to a happy conclufion ; and he receiv~d full powers for negotiating 
the treaty. The art'cles were eafily adjufi:ed between the n1onarchs. Lewis Peace with 
aareed thJt Tournay lhordd remain in the hands of the Englirl1; that Hichanl de France. 

1.:' Pole fhould be banilhcd to Metz, there to live on a pen lion affi<rn cl him by 7th of Augufi 

Lewis; that Henry fl1ould receive payment of a million of crowns, b ing the 
arrears due by treaty to hi father and Limfelf; ... nd that the princefs Mary fhould 
bring four hundred thoufand crowns as her portion, and njoy as large a jointure 
as any queen of France, even the former, who was heirefs of Britanny. 'fhe two 
princes alfo ftipulated the fuccours, with which they fhould mutually fupply each 
other, in cafe either of them was attacked by any enemy *. 

IN confequence of this tr aty, Mary was fent over to France with a fplendid 
retinue, and Lewis met her a~ Abb~ville, where the efpou fa Js were celebrated. 

9
thof0Cl:o

He was enchanted with the beauty, grace, and numerous accomplifhments of the ber. 

young princefs; and being na tur.1lly of an amorous drf1 ofit:on, whiGh his advanced 
age had not entirely cooled, he vas !educed into fuch a courfe of gaiety and plea-
fure, as proved very unfuitablc to his declining flate of health t. l-Ie died in lefs I 

5 
I~. 

than three months after his marriage, to the infinite reg et of his fubjects , who, 111 of Ja u

fenfible of his tender concern for their welfare, gave him with one voice the ho .. ary. 
nom·able appellation of father of his people. 

FRANcis, duko of Angou me, a youth of one and twenty, who had married 
Lewis's eldeft daughter, fucceeded him on the throne; · and by his activity, 
valour, generofity, and other virtues, gave prognofl:ics of a happy and glorious 
reign. 1 'his young monarch had been extremely firuck with the charm of the 
Englifh princefs; and even during his predecelfor's 1i e-time, had payed her fu h. 
clofe attendance, as made fome of his friends apprehend that he had entertained 
views of gallantry towards her. But being warned, that, by indulging himfelf 
jn this paffion, he might readily exclude his own title to the throne, he forbore al 

farther. 
*Du TiUet. f Bran tome Eloge de Louis XII. 



CJ•ap. I. farther addreffes ; and even watched 1he young dowager with a very carefLil eye 
1515· dL~ring the firft months of her widowhood. Charles Brandon, duke of Suffolk, 

was at that ti·me in the court of France, the moft comely perfonage of his time, 
and the moft accomplifhed in all the exercifes, which were then thought to befit a. 
courtier and a foldier. l-Ie was Henry's chief favourite; and that monarch had 
even once entertained thoughts of ma-rying him to his fifter, and had given indul
gence to that mutual pafiion, which 1ook place between them. The queen afked 
SuffoP<:, whether he had now ·the coUJage, without farther refleCtion, to efpoufe 
her; and fhe told him, that her broner would more eafily forgive him for not 
~iking his confent, than for aCting rontrary to his orders. Suffolk declined not 
fo inviting an offer-; and the marriage was fecretly compleated at Paris. Francis, 
who was pleafed with this marriage, as it prevented Henry from forming any 
:powerful alliance by means of his fifhr *, interpofed his good offices in appeafing 
him : And even Wolfey, having ertertained no jealoufy of Suffolk, who was 
cor; tent to participate in the King's pleafures, and had no ambition to interpofe 
in ftate affairs, was aB:ive in reconcit:ng the King to his fifter and brother-in-law; 
and he obtained thetn permiffion.to rtturn to En_gland. 

C 'H A P. li. 

1/'olfe;''s adminijlration.-Scrtch ajjairs.-Progrefs of Francis the 
firfl.--Jealoufy of Henr)1.--7'ournay delivered to France.
l¥olfey appointed legate.-flis manner of exercifing that ojjice.

Death of the emperor Maximilian.-Charles, King of Spain, choflJZ 
emperor.-lnter~Jiew betrueen Henry and Francis at Calais.--Cf'be 

emperor Charles arrives in Zngland.-Mediation of Henry.

Cf'rial and condemnat-ion of tht duke of Buckingharn. 

1515
• HE numerous enemies, whon Wolfey's fudden elevation, his afpiring 

\Volfey's ad- character, and his haughty d~portment had raifed, ferved only to .rivet 
.miniftration. h · f 11. • H ' fid h · 1m aHer m enry s con ence; w o placed a pride in fupporting the choice, 

which he had made, and who was ircapable of yielding either to the murmurs of 
the people or the difcontents of the great. That artful prelate lil:ewife, well 

acquainted 

• _ ctiU5 de Anglcria, Epi!l:. 5•H· 
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cquainted with the King's imperious temper, concealed from hin1 the abfolute 

afcendant, which he acquired; and while he fecretly directed all public councils, 
he ever pretended a blind fubmiffion to the vill and authority of his n1after. By 
entering into the King's pleafures, he ftill p1eferved his affetl:ions ; by condutl:ing 
his bufinefs, he gratified his indolence; a1d by his unlimited complaifance in 
both capacities, he prevented all that jealotfy, to which his exorbitant acquifi
tions, and his fplendid, oftentatious train of life ihould natura11y have given birth; 
The archbifhoprick of York falling vacant by the death of Bambrige, vVolfey 
was promoted to that fee, and refigned the biihoprick of Lincoln. Befides en
joying the adminiftration of Tournay, he g:>t po!feffion, at very low leafes, of 
the revenues of Bath, Worcefter, and Heteford, bifi1opricks filled by Italian~, 
who were allowed to refide abroad, and who were glad to compound for this in
dulgence, by parting with a confiderable fh,re of their profits. He held in com
mendam the abbey of St. Albans, and man) other church preferments. l-Ie \Vas 
even allowed to unite with the fee of York firft that of Durham, next that of 
Winchefter; and there feemed to be no errl of his acquiGtions. His advance
Inent in ecclefiaftical dignity ferved him as a pretence for engroffing frill more 
revenues : The pope, obferving his great iafluence over the King, was defirous 
of engaging him in his intereft, and had created him a cardinal. Never church
man, under colour of exaCting reg1rd to rdigion, carried to a more exorbitant 
height, the ftate and dignity of that character. His train confifted of eight hun
dred fervants, of whom many were knigh1s and gentlemen: Some even of the 
nobility put their children into his family a~ a place of education; and in order 
to ingratiate them with their patron, allowed them to bear offices as his fervants. 
Whoever was diftinguiihed by any art or fcimce payed court to the cardinal ; and 
none payed court in vain. Literature, which was then in its infancy, found in 
him a generous patron; and both by his pt:blic inflitutions and private bounty, 
he gave encouragement to every branch of erudition *. Not content with this 
munificence, which gained him the approba:ion of the wife, he ftrove to dazzle 
the eyes of the populace, by the fplendou· of ~is equipage and furniture, the 
coftly embroidery of his liveries, the luftre 1>f his apparel. He was the firft cler
gyman in England who wore filk and gold, not only on his habit, but alfo on his 
faddles and the trappings of his horfes t. He caufed his cardinal's hat to be 
borne aloft by a perfon of rank ; and when )e came to the King's chapel, would 
permit it to be laid on no place but the altar. A prieft, the talleft and moft comely 

0 he 
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he could find, carried before him a pillar of filver, on whofe top was placed a 
crofs : But not content with this parade, to which he thought himfelf intitled 
as cardinal, he provided another prieft of equal flature and beauty, who marched 
along, bearing the crofs of York, even in the diocefe of Canterbury ; contrary 
to the antient rule and agreen1ent between the prelates of thefe rival fees. *. The 
people made merry with the cardinal's oftentation; and faid they were now fen
fible, that one crofs alone was not fufficient for the expiation of his fins and 
offences. 

W ARHAM, chancellor and archbilhop of Canterbury, a man of a very mode.: 
rate temper, averfe to all difpute, chofe rather to retire from public employment, 
than maintain an unequal conteft with the haughty cardinal. He refigned his 
office of chancellor; and the feals were immediately intrufted to Wolfey. If this 
n~w accumulation of dignity encreafed his enemies, it a!ro ferved to exalt his per
fonal chara,B:er, and prove the extent of his capacity. A ftriet adminiftration of 
juftice took place during his enjoyment of this high office ; and no chancellor 
ever difcovered greater impartiality in his decifions, deeper penetration of judg
ment, or more enlarged knowledge of law and equity t. 

THE duke of Norfolk, finding the King's money almoft all exhaufted by 
projects and pleafures, while his inclination for expence frill continued, was glad 

· to refign his office of treafurer, and retire from court. His rival, Fox, bifhop of 
Wincheil:er, profited not by his abfence; but partly overcome by years and infir
mities, partly difgufted at the afcepdant acquired by Wolfey, withdrew himfelf 
entirely to the care of his diocefe. The duke of Suffolk had alfo taken offence, 
that the King, by the cardinal's perfwafion, had refufed to pay a debt, which he 
had contracted during his abode in France; and he thenceforth affected to live in 
privacy. Thefe incidents left Wolfey to enjoy without a rival the whole power 
and favour of the King; and put into his hands every fpecies of authority. In 
vain, did Fox, before his retirement, warn the King " not to fuffer the fervant 
" to ' e greater than his mafter :'' Henry replied, '~ that he knew well how to 
" retain all his fubjects in obedience ;" out he continued frill an unlin1ited defe
rence in every thing to the directions and counfels of the cardin,l1. 

THE public tranquillity was fo well ellabli!hed in England, the obedience of 
the people fo e_ntire, the general adminifiration of juftice, by the cardinal's 
n1eans t, fo exact, that no domeflic occurrence happened fo rttnaikable as to 
difturb the repofe of the King and his minifter: They might even have difpenfed 

*' Pol}·dore Virg·il, lib. 27. t Sir Thomas More. St owe, p. so+· :t Erafm. i.ib. z. epift. I. Cavendifh, Hall. 
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with tliemfelves from giving any flrict attention to foreign affairs, were ·it poffible Chap. II. 

for men to enjoy any fituation in abfolute tranquillity, or abftain from projects 15 15• 
and enterprizes, however fruitlefs and unneceifary. ' 

THE will of the late King of Scotland, who left his widow regent of the Scotch affJirs$ 
Kingdom, and the vote of the convention of Eftates, which confirmed that defii-
nation, had exprefsly limited her authority to the condition of her remaining un-
Inarried * : But notwithftanding this limitation, a few months after her huiband's 
death, fhe efpoufed the earl of Angus, of the name of Douglas, a nobleman of 
great family and very promifing hopes. Some of the nobility now propofed the 
election of Angus as regent, and recomrnended this choice as t_be moft likely 
means of preferving peace with England : But the jealoufy of the great families, 
and the fear of exalting the Douglaifes, begot oppofition to this 1neafure. Lord 
Hume in particular, the moft powerful chieftain in the kingdom, infifted on re-
calling the duke of Albany, fon to a brother of J ames th~ third, who had been 
baniihed into France, and who, having there married, had left pofterity, that 
were the next heirs to the er wn, and the neareft relations to their young fovereign. 
Albany, though fit ft prince of the blood, had never been in Scotland, was totally 
unacquainted with the manners of the people, ignorant of their fituation, unprac-
ticed in their language ; yet fuch was the favour attending the French alliance, 
and fo great the authority of Hume, that this prince was invited to accept 
the reins of government. Francis, careful not to give offence to the King of 
England, detained Albany fome time in France; but at ]aft, fenfible bow im-
portant it was to keep Scotland in his interefts, he permitted him to go over, and 
take poffeffion of the regency: He even renewed the antient league with that 
kingdom, tho' it implied fuch a clofe connexion, as might be thought fomewhat 
to infringe his alliance wi~h England. 

WHEN the regent arrived in Scotland, he made enquiries concerning the ftate 
of the country, and character of the people; and difcovered a fcene, with which 
he was hitherto but little acquainted. That turbulent kingdom, he found, was 
rather to be confidered as a confederacy, and that not a clofe one, of petty 
princes, than a regular fyftem of civil polity; and even the King, much more 
the regent, poifeft an authority very uncertain and precarious. :Arms, 111ore 
than laws, prevailed ; and courage, preferably to equity or juftice, was the virtue 
1no!t valued and refpecteci. The nobility, in whom the whole power refided, 
were fo connetl:ed by hereditary alliances, or fo divided by invtterate enmities, 
that it was impoffible, without employing force, either to punifh the mo!t flagrant 
guilt, or give fecurity to the mofl: entire innocence. Rapine and violence, when 

0 2 exercift:d 
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excrcife<] on a hoftile tribe, infiead of making a perfon odious an1ong his own 

dan, rather recommended him to efleem and approbation, and by rendering him 
ufeful to the chieftain, entitled him to a preference above his fellows. And tho' 
the neceflity of mutual fupport ferved as a clofe cement of friendfhip among thofe 

of the fame kindred, the fpirit of revenge againft enemies, and the deure of profe
cuting the deadly feuds, (fo they were cal ;ed) ftill appeared to be paffions the moft 

predominant among that uncultivated people. 

THE perfons, to whon1 Albany firft applied for information with regard to the 

ftate of the country, happened to be inveterate en«mies of Hume *; and they 

reprefented that powerful nobleman as the chief fource of public diforders, and 

the great obftacle to the execution of the laws, and adminifhation of juftice; 

Before the authority of the magiftrate could be efiabli!hed, it was neceffary, they 

fa id, to make an example of this great offender; and by the terror of his punifh

n1ent, teach all leffer criminals to pay refpect to the power of their fovereign. 

Albany, moved by thefe reafons, was induced to forget Hume's paft fervices, to 

which he had been, in a great meafure, beholden for the regency; and he no 

longer bore towards him that favourable countenance, with which he was wont 

to receive him. Hume perceived the change, and was incited, both by views of 
his own fecurity and his revenge, to take meafures in oppofition to the regent. 
He applied himfelf to Angus and the queen dowager, and reprefented to them 
the danger to which the infant prince was expofed, from the ambition of Albany, 
the mxt heir to the crown, to whom the ftates had imprudently entrufted the 
whole authority of government. By his perfwauon, fhe formed the deugn of 
carrying off the young King, and putting him under the protection of her bro .. 
ther; and when that confpiracy was difcovered, !he herfelf, accompanied with 

Hume and Angus, withdrew into England, where fhe was foon after delivered of 
a daughter. 

l-IEN R Y, in order to check the authority of Albany and the French party, 

gave encouragement to thefe malecontents, and affured them of his protection. 

Matters being afterwards in appearance accom.modated between Hume and the 

regent, that nobltman returned into his own country; but mutual fufpicions and 

jealotifies frill prevailed. He was committed to cuftody, under the care of the 
earl of Arran, his brother-in·law; and was, for fome time, detained prifoner in 
his caftle. But having perfwaded Arran to enter into the confpi~racy with him, he 

was allowed to make his efcape; and he openly 1nade war tlpon the regent. A 

new accommodation enfued, no more fincere than the foregoing; and Hume 

was fo imprudent as to put himfelf, together with his brother, into the hands of 

the 
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-
the regent. They were immediately feized, committed to cufiody, brought to 
their trial, condemned, and executed. No legal crime was proved againft thefe 
brothers: It was only alleged, that, at the battle of FJouden, they had not 
done their duty in fupporting the Ying; and as this backwardnefs could not, 
from the whole courfc of their paft life, be afcribed to cowardice, it was com
monly imputed to a more criminal n1otive. The evidences, however, of guilt 
produced againft them, ~"ere far from being valid or convincing; and the people, 
who hated them while alive, were very much diifatisfied with their execution. 

SucH vio1ent remedies often produce, for fome time, a deceitful tranquillity; 
but as they defhoy mutual confidence, and beget the moft inveterate animo.Gties, 
their confequences are commonly very fatal both to the public, anci to thofe who 
n1ake trial of them. The regent, however, took advantage of the prefent caln1 
which prevailed ; and being invited by the French king, who was, at that time, 
willing to gratify Henry, he went over into France ; and was detained there 
durirg five years. A great part of his authority he entrufted into the hands of 
Darcy, a Frenchman, whom he created warden of the marches, and who was 
extremely vigilant in the diftribution of juftice, and the punilhment of crimes and 
oppre!Eon. But Sir David Hume, a kinfman of the nobleman lately executed, 
clefirous of revenging his friend's death on the friend of the regent, way-laid 
Darcy near Dunfe; and after reproaching him with that execution, made an 
attack upon him. Darcy finding himfelf too weak to refift, and trufiing to the 
fwifmefs of his horfe, fled towards Dunbar; but being ignorant of the roads, he 
ran into a bog, was overtaken by the purfuers, and put to death. As he wore 
long flowing hair, Hume, exulting in this affaffination as a gallant exploit, cut 
out thefe locks, and pleating them into a wreath, wore them ever after at the 
pummel of his faddle *. During the abfence of the regent, fuch confufions pre
vailed in Scotland, and fuch mutual enmity, rapine, and violence, among tl e 
great families, that that kingdom was, for a long time, utterly difabled both from 
offending its enemies, and affifting its friends. \V c have carried on the Scotch 
hiftory fome years b. yond the prefent period ; that as that country had little con
nexion with the general fyftem of Europe, we might be the lefs interrupted in the 
narration of thofe memorable events, which were there tranfacted. 

IT was forefeen, that a young, active prince, like Francis, and of fo martial a 
difpofition, would not fuffer to lie ufelefs the great preparations, which his prede
ceifor, before his death, had made for the conqueft of Milan. He had been 
obferved even to weep at the recital of the military exploits of Gafton de Foix; 

and 
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and thefe tears of emubtion were held to be fure prognoftics of his future valour. 
He renewed the treaty which Lewis had made with Henry ; and having ]eft 
every thing, as he thought, fecure behind him, he 1narched his armies towards the 
fouth of France ; pretending, that his foie purpofe was to fecurc his kingdom 
againfr the incurfions of the Swifs. That formidable people frill retained their 
animofity againft Frar.ce; and having taken Maximilian, duke of Milan, under 
their protection, and indeed reduced him to abfolute dependance, they were de
termined, from views both of honour alld interell, to defend him againft his in
vader t. They fortified themfclves with numerous forces in all thofe vallies of 
the Alps, thro' which, they thought, the French n1uft neceffarily pafs; and 
when Francis, with great fecrecy, induftry, and perfeverance, made his entrance 
into Piemont by another paffage, they were not difmayed, but defcended into the 
plain, tho' unprovided of cavalry, and oppofed themfelves to the progrefs of the 
French arms. At Marignan near Milan, they fought with Francis one of the moft 
furious and !::eft contefted battles, which is to be met with in the hiftory of thefe latter 
ages; and it required all the heroic valour of that prince to infpire his troops with 
courage fufficient to refift the defperate a!fault of thofe mountaniers. After a 
bloody aftion in the evening, night and darknefs parted the combatants ; but 
next morning, the Swifs renewed the attack with equal alacrity ; and it was not 
till they had loft all their braveft troops that they could be prevailed with to retire. 
The field was ftrowed with twenty thoufand !lain of both fides; and the mar efchal 
1"'rivulzio, who had been prefent at eighteen pitched battles, declared that every 
engagement, which he had yet teen, was only the play of children, but that the 
action of Marignan was a combat of heroes*· 

A"FTE R this great victory, the conqueft of the Milaneze was eafy and open. 
Francis, fenfible how important the alliance of the cantons was, even in their 
loweft fortune, gave them alt the conditions, which they could have demanded, 
had they been ever fo fucccfsful ; and he courted their friendlhi p by every pof
fible condefcenfion. The V enetians were in alliance with France ; and as they 
trufted entirely to the fucceffes of that crown for the final recovery of their do
minions on the continent, they feconded Francis in every enterprize. Pope Leo, 
whofe foie fault was too great fineffe and artifice, a fault, which, both as a prieft 
and an Italian, it was difficult for hitn to avoid, had hitherto tern pori zed be
tween the parties ; and Francis's victory at Marignan determined him abfolutely 
to embr,1ce the friendfhip of that monarch t. But what both facilitated m oft, 

t Memoires du Bellai, 1 b. 1. Gnicciardini, lib. 1 z. 
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nd fecured the conqudl:: of the Milaneze, was the refolution of Maxirnilian Chap. rr. 
Sforza himfelf, who, tired of the viciffitudes of his fortune, difgufted with the 15 •s· 
tyranny of the Swif: , and defirous of privacy and repofe, put himfelf into 
Francis's hands; and having ftipulated a yearly penfion of thirty thoufand ducats, 
refigned all pretenfions to that dutchy, and retired into France. 

THE fuccefs and glory of the French n1onarch began to excite jealoufy in Tealouf, of 
Henry ; and his rapid progrefs, tho' in fo diftant a country, was not regarded Henry_Y 
without apprchen.fions by the Engliih minifl:ry. Italy was during that age the 
feat of religion, of literature, and of comm( rce ; and as it poffeffed alone that 
luftre, which has fir.ce been !bared among other nations, it fixed the attention of 
all Europe, and every acquifition which was made there, appeared more impor-
tant than its weight in the ballance of power fhould, ftriCtly fpeaking, have de-
manded. Henry alfo thought, that he had reafon to complain of Francis for 
fending the duke of Albany into Scotland, and undermining the power and credit 
of his fifl:er, the queen dowager :f=. The repairing the fortificat:ons of e-
roiienne was alfo regarded as a breach of treaty. But above all, wh t tended to 
alienate the court of England, was the difgufl: which Wolfey had taken againft 
the French monarch. 

HEN'R Y, on the conqueft of Tournay, had refufed to admit Lewis Gaillart, 
the bifhop elect, to the poffeffion of the temporalities, becaufe that prei~te de
clined taking the oath of allegiance to his new fovereign ; and V\T olfey was 
appointed, in his room, adminifl:rator of the bifhoprick. As the cardinal wifhed 
to obtain free and undifturbed poffeffion, he applied to Francis, and defired him 
tQ befl:ow on Gaillart fame fee of equal value in France, and to obtain his 
refignation of Tot1rnay. Francis, who fl:ill hoped to recover poTeffion of that 
city, and who feared that the full fettlement of Wolfey in the bifhopric would 
prove an obftacle to his purpofe, had hitherto neglected to gratify the haughty 
prelate; and the bifhop of Tournay, by applying to the court of Rome, h:1 d 
obtained a bull for his fettlement in that fee. Wolfey, who expected to be com
plied with in every requefr, and who exacted refpeCl: even from the greateft 
tnonarchs, refented the flight put upon him by Francis ; and he pufhed his 
mafter to feek an occafion for wreaking his vengeance againft that monarch *. 

MAXIM ILIAN t-he emperor was ready to embrace every propofal of a new en
terprize, efpecially if attended with an offer of money, of which he was ex 
tremely greedy, extremely prodigal, and extremely neceffitous. Rich r.d Pace, 
fcrmerly fecretary to cardinal Bambrige, now fecretary of ftate, was c ifpatchcd 

to 
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to the court of Vienna, and had a commiffion to propofe fome conuderable 

payments to l\1aximilian t: He thence made a journey into Switzerland ; and 
by like motives engaged fome of the cantons to furnilh troops to the emperor. 
That prince invaded Italy with a confiderable army; but being repulfed from 
before Milan, he retreated with his army into Germany, made peace with France 

and Venice, delivered Verona to that republic for a fun1 of money, and thus 

excluded himfelf, in fome meafure, from all future accefs into Italy. And Henry 

found, that, after expending five or fix hundred thoufand ducats, in order to 

gratify the cardinal's refentment, he had only loofened his alliance with Francis, 

without diminiihing the power of that prince. 

THE RE were many reafons, which engaged the King not to proceed farther 

at prefent in his enmity againft France. He could hope for affiftance from no 
power in Europe. Ferdinand, his father in law, who had often deceived him, 

was now declining fail: from age and infirmities; and a fpeedy end was looked 

for to the long and profperous reign of that great monarch. Charles, prince of 

Spain, fovereign of the Low Countries, defired nothing but peace with Francis, 

who had it fo much in his power, if provoked, to obftrucr his peaceable acceffion 

to that rich inheritance, which was waiting him. The pope was overawed by 
the power of France, and Venice was engaged in a clofe alliance with that zno

narchy :f:. I-Ienry therefore remained in tranquillity during fome time ; and 
feemed to give himfelf no concern with regard to the affairs of the continent. 

In vain did Maximilian endeavour to allure him into fome expence, by offering 
to make a refignation of the imperial crown in his favour. That artifice was too 
grofs to fucceed even with a prince fo little political as Henry; and Pace, his 

envoy, who was perfeCtly well acquainted with the emperors motives and cha
raCter, gave him warning, that the foie view of that prince in making him fo 
liberal an offer, was to draw money from him. 

1516. WHILE an univerfal peace prevailed in Europe, that event happened, which 

h J 
had fo long been looked for, and from which fuch important confequences were 

15t anuary. . 
expected, the death of Ferdmand, the catholic, and the fucceffion of his grand-
fan, Charles, to his extenfive dominions. No commotion, however, or alte
ration followed immediately upon that great incident. This young prince, who 
had not yet reached his fixteenth year, was already a great ftatefman, from the 
excellent education which he had received, and from the mature and folid 

judgment, with which nature had endowed him. He was fenfible how im

portant it was to preferve peace with foreigners, till he fhould have efl:ablifhed 
his 

t Petrui de Angleria~ epift. 5 68. t Gukciardini, lib. 12,' 
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his authority in his new dominions; and finding Francis defirous to take ad- Chap. H. 
vantage of his prefent fituation, he made him an offer of fuch terms as r 5; 6· 
gained the friendlnip and all1ance of that monarch. He engaged to marry 
Francis's daughter, tho' only an infant of a year old; to receive as her dowry 
all her father's pretenfions on the kingdom of Nap~es; to pay him a hundred 
thoufand crowns a year, till the confmnmation of the marriage; and to give 
the King of N avarre fatisfaB:ion with regard to his dominions *. Charles, 
having finifhed this treaty at N oyon by his minifrers, and having thus left every 15 I 7· 
thing in fecurity in the Low Countries, departed for Spain, and was willingly 
received to the government of thefe united kingdoms. The right of fucceffion 
lay in his mother, Joan, who was frill alive; but as 1he was ufually di f-
ordered in her judgment, Ferdinand had left the adminiftration to h is grandfon, 
Charles; and the ftates, both of Caftile and Arragon, gave their confent to this 
deftination. 

THE more Charles advanced in power and authority, the more was Francis 
fenfible of the neceffity he lay under of gaining the confidence and friendfhip of 
Henry; and he took at laft the only method by which he could obtain fuccefs, 
the paying court, by prefents and flattery, to the haughty cardinaL 

BoNNIVET, admiral of France, was difpatched to London, and he was di- 15 1s. 
reB:ed to employ all his infinuation and addrefs, qualities for which he was re
markable, to procure himfetf a place in Wolfey's good graces. After the am
baffador had fucceeded in his purpofe, he took an opportunity of expreffing his 
mafter's regret, that, by miftakes and mifapprehenfions, he had been fo un
fortunate as to lofe a friendfhip, which he fo much valued as that of his eminence. 
Wolfey was not deaf to thefe honourable advances from fo great a monarch; 
and he was thenceforth obferved to exprefs himfelf, on all occafions, in favour 
of the French alliance. The more to engage him in his interefts, Francis entered 
into fuch confidence with him, that he afked his advice even in his mofi: fecret 
affairs, and on all difficult emergencies had recourfe to him as to an oracle of 
wifdom and profound policy. The cardinal made no fecret to the King of 
this private correfpondence ; and Henry was fo prepoffeffed in favour of the great 
capacity of his mi nifter, that, he faid, he verily believed he would govern Francis 
as well as himfelf t. 

WHEN matters feemed fufficiently prepared, Bonnivet opened to the carJinal 
his m after's defire of recovering 'Tournay ; and W ol Cey immediately, without 
hefitation, engaged to effeB:uate his purpofe. He took an opportuni!y of re-

p prefenting 

• Recucil d\! Traitcs par Leonard, tom. 2 . t Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. 
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prefentin~ to the Ki~g and counci1, that Tournay lay fo remote from' Calai ·, 
that it would be very difficult, if not impoffible, in cafe of a war, to ketp the 
communication open bet\veen thofe two places : That as it was fituate on the 
frontiers both of .Fr. nee and the Netherlands, it was expofed to the at.tacks of 
both thefe powers, and mull: neceffarily, either by force or famine, fall into the 
hands of the firft affailant : That ev'cn in time of peace, it could not be prefervecl 
wi hout a larg. gai-rifon, to reftrain the numerous and mutinous inhabitants, ever 
difcontented with the Englifh government : And that the poffeffion of Tournay, 
.as it was thus precarious and expenfive, fo \vas it entirely ufelefs, and gave little 
or no accefs to annoy, on occafion, the dominions either of Charles or of 
Fr.mci ', 

THESE reafon~ wt·re of themfelves very convincing, and were fure of meeting with 
no oppofition, when they catne from the mouth of the cardinal. A treaty thae
fore was entered into for the delivering up of Tom·nay; and in order to give to 

'r<mrray de- that me8fure a more graceful ·appearance, it was agreed, that the Dauphin and 
hve:cd tO the princefs Mary, both of them infants, fhould be betrothed, ana that" this city 
France. 

iliould be confidered as the dowry of the princefs. Such kinos of agreement 
were then common among fovereigns, tho' it was very rare, that the interefrs 
and views of the parties continued fo fteady as to render the intended marriages 
effectual. But as Henry had been at confiderable expence in building a citadel 
at Tournay, Francis agreed to pay him 6oo,ooo crowns at twelve yearly pay
nlent'", and to put into his hands eight hofi:ages, all of them men of quality, for 
the performance of the article*. And left the cardinal fhould think himfelf 
neglected in thefe ftipulations, he promifed him a yearly penfion of twelve thou
i~tnd livres, as an equivalent for his adminifrration of the bifhopric of Tournay. 
l-Ie alfo engaged to recall Albany from Scotland. 

FRANCIS having fucceeded fo well in this negotiation, began to enlarge his 
views, and to hope for more confiderable advantages, by pracbfing on the vanity 
and felf conceit of this haughty favourite. He redoubled his Batteries to the 
cardinal, confulted him more frrquently in every doubt or difficulty, called him in 
each letter, father, tutor, governor, and profeffed the moft unbounded deference to 
his advice and opinion. All thofe careffes were preparatives to a negotiation for the 
delivery of Calais, in confideration of a fum of money to be paid for it ; and if 
we may credit Polydore Virgil, who bears a particular fpite to Wolfey, on ac
count of his being difpoffeffed of his employment and thrown into prifon by that 
n1inifter, fo extravagant a propofal met with a very favourable reception from 
the cardinal. He ventured not, however, to lay the matter before the council : 

He 
"' Memoires du Bellay, liv. 1 • 

• 
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c •, 'as contented to found privately the opit ions of men, by dropping hints in Chap H. 

cor vercatiop, as if he thought Cal· is a ufelefs burthen to the kingdom t: But 1 5' 8• 

when he found, that all men were ftrongly riveted in a contrary pcrfwafion, he 
thought it dangerous to proceed any farther in his purpofe; and falling, foon 
after, into new attachments with the King of Spain, the great friendfhip between 
Francis and him began gradually to decline. -

THE enormous pride of ~7 olfey was now farther encreafed by a great accdlion 
of dignity and power which he had received. Cardina] Campeggio had be n \Volfey a _ 

fe 1t as legate into England, in order to procure a tythe fro1n the clergy, for pointed le

enabling the pope to oppofe the progrefs of the Turks ; a danger .which gate. 

was real, and was formidable to all chrifl:endom, but which had been fo 
often made ufe of to ferve the inrerefl:ed purpofes of the court of Rome 
that it had loft all influence on the minds of the people. The Clergy refufed 
to comply with Leo's den1and: Campeggio was recalled ; and the King defired 
of the pope, that \Volfey, who had been joined in this commiffion, might 
alo. e be in veiled wi h the legantine power, together with the right of vifit-
ing all the clergy and n1onafteries, and ev.en with fufpending the whole Jaws 
of the church during a twelve-month. Wolfey, having obtained this new dig-
nity, made a new difplay of that ftate and parade, to which he was to n1uch 
a aiCl:ed. On folemn feaft-days, he was not contented without faying mafs 1fter 
the manner of the pope himfelf: Not only he had billiops and abbots to ferv 
him ; he even engaged the firft nobility to give him water and the towel. He 
affeCted a rank fuperior to what had ever been claimed by any churchman in 
England. Warham, the primate, having wrote him a letter, where he .fub-
fcribed himfe!f, your loving brother, Wolfey con1plained of his prefumption, in 
thus challenging an equality with him. When Warham was told what offence 
he had given, he ma e light of the matter. " Know ye not," he faici, " that 
" this man is drunk with too much profF-erity." 

BuT \Volfey carried the matter much f;trther th·:m vain pomp and ollentation. 
l-Ie ereCted an office, which he called the legantine court; and as he \vas now, l-Iis.mannerof 

by means of the pope's commi.ffion and the King's favour, invefled with all ex~rcilingthat 
power, b~Jth ecclefiaftical and civil, no man knew what bounds were to be fi:t to offi~c .. 
the authority of this new tribunal. l-Ie conferred on it a fj)ec1es of inqu :fitoriai 
and cenforial powers even over the Jaiety, and directed it to examine into all 
matters of confcience; into all conduct which had given fcandal ; into all zetions, 
which, though they efcaped the law, might appear contrary to good morals. 
Offence was juftly taken at this commifilon, which was really tmbounded ; and 

P z the 
t Polydore Virgil, lib. z 7. 
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the people were the more difgufled, when they faw a man, who indulged himfelf 
in the licences of pleafure, fo fevere in repreffing the leaft appearance of immo
rality in others. But to render his court more obnoxious, Wolfey made one 
John Alien the judge in it, a perfon of fcandalous life*, whom he himfelf, as 
chancellor, had condemned for perjury : And as this man either exaCted fines 
from every one whom he was pleafed to find guilty, or took bribes to drop pro
fecutions, men concluded, and with fome appearance of reafon, that he fhared 
with the cardinal thefe wages of iniquity. The clergy, and in particular the 
n1onks, were expofed to this tyranny ; and as the libertinifn1 of their lives often 
gave a ju11 handle againft them, they were obliged to buy an indemnity, by 
paying large fums of money to the legate or his judge. Not contented with this 
authority, W olfey pretended, by virtue of his commiffion, to affume the power 

<>f all the bifhops courts; particularly that of judging of Wills and Teftaments; 
and his decifions in thefe important points were efteemed not a little arbitrary. 
As if he himfelf were pope, and as if the pope could difpofe abfolutely of every 

ecclefiaflical eftablifhment, he prefented to whatever priories ~or benefices he 

pleafed, without regard to the right of election in the monks, or of patronage 

in the nobility and gentry t. 
No one durft carry to the King any complaint againfl: thefe ufurpations of 

Wolfey, till Warham ventured to inform him of the difcontents of his people. 

Henry profelfed his ignorance of the whole matter. " A man," faid he, " is 
" not io blind any where as in his own houfe: But do you, father,'' added he 
to the primate, " go to W olfey, and tell him, if any thing be am ifs, that he 
'' amend it." A reproof of this kind was not likely to be effeCl:ual: It only 
ferved to augment W olfey's enmity to Warham : But one London having pro
fecuted Allen, the legate's judge, in a court of law, and conviCted him of mal
verfation and iniquity, the clamour at laft reached the King's ears, and he ex
preifed fuch difpleafure ro the cardinal as made him ever after more cautious in 
exerting his authority :j:. 

WHILE 

* Strype's 1v1emorial~, vol. I. p. I 2 5. 
t Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. This whole narration has been copied by all the hiftorians from the 

~nthor here cited: There are mat,y circumftances, however, very fufpicious, both becaufe of the ob
\ ions partiality of the hifiorian, and becaufe the parliament, when they afterwards examined Wolfey's 
conduCt, could find no proof for any material crime he had committed. 

t This year and the foregoing the fweating ficknefs raged anew in England. It was called Sudor 
.Ang!icus, becaufe few, except the Engliih nat;on, were at ackcd by it. lts malignity was fuch, that 

it commonly killed whhin three hours of its commctJcement. Some towns loft by it an half, others 
t\VO thirds of their inhabitants. 
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WHILE Henry, indulging himfelf in pleafure and amufement, entrufted the Chap. rr. 
government of his kingdom to this imperious minifter, an incident happened 1 

5
1
9· 

abroad, which excited his attention. Maximilian the emperor died, a man, 1 zth of Janu

who, of himfelf, was indeed of little confequence; but as his death left vacant the ~~~th of the 

firll ftation among chriftian princes, it put all men's fpirits into agitation, and ~mp~ror Max

proved a kind of rera in the general fyftem of Europe. The Kings of France and Imihan. 

Spain immediately declared themfelves candidates for the imperial throne; and 
employed every expedient of money or intrigue, which promifed them fuccefs in 
fo great a point of ambition. Henry alfo was encouraged to put in his preten-
fions; but his minifter, Pace, who was difpatched to the electors, found that he brgan 
to follicit too late, and that the votes of all thefe princes were already pre engaged 
either on the one fide or the other. 

FRANC IS and Charles made profeffion from the beginning of carrying on this 
rivaHhip with emulation, but without enmity; and Francis in particular de· 
clared, that his brother Charles and he were, fairly and openly, fuitors to the 
fame miftrefs : The more fortunate, added he, will carry her; and the other 
muft reft contented *. But all men apprehended, that this extreme moderation, 
however reafonable, would not be of long duration ; and that incidents would 
certainly occur to fharpen the minds of the candidates againft each other. It was 
Charles who at laft prevailed, to the great difappointment of the French monarch, Charles, King 
who frill continued in the belief, that the majority of the electoral college was of Spain, 

d · h' f A d h fc r. • • h" . l chofen empe .. engage In 1s avour. n as e was ome years 1upenor 1n age to ts nva, ror. 

and, after his victory at Marignan, and conqueft of the Milanefe, much fuperior 
in renown, he could not fupprefs his indignation, at being thus, in the face of all 
mankind, after long and anxious expectation, poft-poned in fo important a pre
tenfion. From this concurrence, as much as fron1 oppofition of interefl:, arofe · 
that emulation between thofe two great monarchs, which, while it kept their 
whole age in agitation, fees them in fo remarkable a contraft to each other: 
Both of them princes endowed with talents and abilities; brave, afpiring, active, 
induftrious; beloved by their fervants and fubjects, dreaded by their enemies, 
and refpected by all the world : Francis, open, frat k, liberal, munificent, car
rying thefe virtues to an excefs which prejudiced his affairs: Charles, political, 
clofe, artificial, frugal ; better calculated to obtain fuccefs in wars and in nego
tiations, efp"cially the latter. The one, the more amiable man; the other, the 
greater monarch. The King, from his overfights and indifcretions, naturally 
expofed to misfortunes ; but qualified, by his fpirit and magnanimity, to extri 
cate himfelf from them with honour: The emperor, by his defigning, interefted 

character, 

• Belcario, lib. x6. Guicciardin, lib. 13. 
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Chap. II. character, fitted, in ht gr·'atefi (ucce{fe!:, to excite jealoufy and oprofition even n .ong 
1 5 1 ~· hi~ allies, and to rouze up a multitude of enemies, in the place of one whom he 

had fubdued. And as the perfonal qualities of thefe princes thus counterP.oifed each 
. other, fo did the advantages and difadvantages of their dominions. Fortune alone, 

without the concurrence of prudence o.r valour, never rea~ed up of a fudden fo great 
a power as that which centered in the emperor Charles. ·He reaped the fucceffion of 
Caftile, of Arragon, of Auftria, of Burgundy : He inherite~ the cor:queft o.f N a pies, 
of Granada: Elettion entitled h;m to the err.pire: Even the bounds of the globe 
feemed to be enlarged a little before his time, that, he might po!fefs the whole 
treafures, as yet entire and unrifled, of the new world. But tho' the concur
rence of all thefe advantages formed an empire gre;ater <;1nd more extenJive than 
any known in Europe fince that of the Romans, the kingdori1 of Fn;mce alone, 
being clofe, compact, united, rich, populous, and being interpofed between all 
the prov nces of Charles's dominions, was able to rriake a vigorous oppofition to 
his progrefs, and ma;ntain the contefl: againft him. -

HEtTRY poffe!fed that felicity, of being able, both by then tive force of his 
}~ingdom and its fituatim), tO hold the ,bal!ance Oet~e~n thofe tWO 'power...s ; and 
had he known to in1prove, by policy and prudence, this fingular and inefti1nable 
advantage, he was really, by means of it, a g~eater prince than either of thofe 
mighty monarchs, who feemed to fhive fer the dominion of Europe . . ,But the 
character of this King was heedlefs, inconfidenlte, capricious, imfolitic ; guided 
by his pai1ion or his favourite; vaiq, imperiol,ls, haughty; fometimes actuated 
by friendfhip for foreigq powers, ofter.er by refentment, fejdom by his true in
tereft. And thus, tho' he triumphed in that fuperiority which his fituation in 
Europe gave him, he never employed it to the effential and durable advantage of 
his kingdom or his own. 

1 po. FRANC IS was well acquainted with I-Ienry's· character, and endeavoured to ac-

I t 
. be commodate his conduct to it. He follicited an interview near Calais; in expec-n ervtew -

tween He?ry tation of being able, by familjar converfation, to gain upon his friendfhip and 
:~~~~~~1s confidence. W olfey earnefll y feconded this propofal ; and .hoped, in the prefence 

of both courts, to make parade o. his riches, his fplcndour, and his influence 
over both monarchs *. And as Henry himfelf loved pomp and magnificence, and 
had entertained a curiofity of being perfonaHy acquainted with the French King, 
he very chearfully adjull:ed all the preliminaries of this interview. The nobility 
of both nations firove to furpafs each other in pomp and expence : Many of them 

involved 
I 

Polydore Virgil, lib. z 7. 
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involved' tnemfelves in large debts, and were not able, by the penury of their Chap. II. 

whole lives, .to repair the vai 1 fplendour of a few days. 'I'he duke of Bucking- xszo. 
ham, who, tho' immenfely rich, was fomewhat addicted to frugality, finding 

·.the pr~parations for this efti 7 c I amount to immenfe fums, rhr~w out fome ex
preffions of difpleafure againft the cardinal, \Vhom he believed the author of that 
meafure t. An imprud nee which proved afterwards to Buckingham the fource 

.of great misfortunes. . 

WHILE Henry \Vas preparing to depart for Calais, he was fut·prized to hear Theemperor 

1i . . d D d h . d' I h ft d h' 1 . l Charles ar-t at t .e emperor was arnvc at over; an e 1mme late y a ene t It 1er Wit 1 rives in Eng-
he qu en,. ·n order to gi:ve a fuitable reception to his oyal gueft. That great land. 

. l' . h ' l . h ~ f ' . d d . . b F . 25th of May. prmce, po ItlC t o young, navmg ear{l o t1.e mten e mter~1e ~ etween rancts 
an·d Henry, was appr~henfive of the confequences, and was Fefolved to take the 
opportunity; in his patfage from Spai11 to the Low Countries, to make the King 
fiill a higher compliment,. by paying hi:m a \ ifit in his own dominions. Befid s 
the marks of regard and attachment which he gave to Henry he ftrove, by every 
teftimony of friendlhip, by flatterie~, protefl:ations, p• omifes and prefents, · to 
gain on the vanity, the avarice, and the ambition of the cardinal. He here in-
d' ea into this afpiring prelate the hope of attaining the papacy ; ana as that was . 

the fole point of elevation, beyond his prefent greatnefs, it was fure to attract his 
willies with the fame ardour, as if fortune had nev.er', as yet, favoured him wirh 
any of her prefents. In hopes of reaching this dignity by the en1peror's affiftance, 
he fecret~y devoted himfelf to that monarch's interefts; and Charles was perhaps 
the more liberal of his promifes, that Leo was a very young man ; and it was not 
lilrely, that, for many years, he would be called upon to fulfil his engagements. 
Henry eafily obferved this courtlhip payed to his mini er; but in Head of taking 
umbrage at it, he only made it a fubject of vanity; aod believed, that, as Wol
fey's foie fupport was his favour, the obetfance of fuch mighty monarchs to his 
fervant, was in reality a more confpicuous homage to his O'v n grand~ur. 

HE day of Charles's departure, Henry went over to Calais with the queen 
3

oth of 1V1ay. 
and his whole court; and from thence pr .ceeded to G 1ifnrs, a f mall town near 
the frontiers. Francis, attended in like manner, came to Andres, a few n1iles 
aiftant; and the two monarchs met, for the firit rime, in the fields, at a place 
fituate between thefe two towns, but ftill within the Englilh pale: For Francis 
agreed to 1 ay that compliment to Henry, in confideration of that prince's palling 
the fea, that he might be prefent at the imerview. Wolfey, to whom both 
Kings had entrufted the r gulation of the ceremoni 1, contrivtd this circumftance, 
in order to do honour to his mafter. 

THE 

t Polydore Virgil, lib. '7· Herbert. Hollingfi.ed, p. 855· 
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THE two monarchs, after faluting each other in the n1oft cordial manner, 

retired into a tent which had been erected on purpofe, and they held a fecret con

ference together. Henry here propofed to make fome amendments on the arti

cles of their former alliance; and he began to read the treaty, I Henry King: 

Thefe were the firft words ; and he fiopt a moment. He fubjoined only the 

words, of England, without adding, France, the ufual ftyle of the Englifh mo· 

narchs *. Franc is remarked this delicacy, and expreffed by a fn1ile his approba

tion of it. 

HE took an opportunity foon after of paying a compliment to Henry of a 
more effential nature. That generous prince, full of honour himfelf, and inca

pable of difirufting others, was fhocked at all the precautions which were ob

ferved, whenever he had an interview with the Englifh n1onarch : The number 

of their guards and attendants was carefully counted on both fides: Every ftep 

was fcrupulouUy meafured and adjufted : And if the two Kings propofed to pay 

a vifit to the queens, they departed from their feveral quarters at the fame inftant, 

which was marked by the firing of a cui verin ; they paffed each other in the mid

dle point between the places; and at the fame inftant that Henry entered Ardres, 

Francis put himfelf into the hands of the Engliih at Guifnes. In order to break 

off this tedious ceremony, which contained fo many difhonourable implications, 

Francis, one day, took with him two gentlemen and a page, and rode diretl:ly 

into Guifnes. The guards were furprized at the prefence of the monarch, who 

called aloud to them, You are all my prifoners: Carry me to your majfer. Henry 

was equally afioniihed at the appearance of Francis; and taking him in his arms, 

" My brother/' faid he, '' you have here played me the moft agreeable trick in 

" the world, and have fhowed me the full confidence I may place in you : I fur

" render myfelf your prifoner from this n1oment;'' He took from his neck a 

collar of pearls, worth I sooo angels t; and putting it about Francis'~, begged 

him to wear it, for the fake of his prifoner. Francis agreed, but on condition 

that Henry fhould wear a bracelet, of which he made him a prefent, and which 

was double in value to the collar t. The King went next day to Ardres, with

out .guards or attendants; and confidence being now fully eil:abli!hed between the 

monarchs, they employed the reft of the time .entirely in tournaments and 
fefiivalc. 

A DErr A ~cE had been fent by the two Kings to each others court, and thro, 

all the chief cities of Europe, importing, that Henry and Francis, with foqrteen 

aids, would be ready, in the plains of Picardy, to anfwer all comers, that were 

* Memoires de Fleuranges. 
~r our prefent rn~ncy. 

4 gentlemen; 
t ~\n angel was then eitln1ateJ at feven Jhillinzs, or near twelve 

! ~Iemoircs de Fleurangcs. 
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gentleme_n, at tilt, tourney, and barriers. The monarchs, in order to fulfil Chap. II. 
this challenge, advanced into the field on horfeback, Francis furrounded with l)zo. 

Henry's guards, and Henry with thofe of Francis. They were gorgioufiy apparelled; 
and were both of them the m oft comely perfonages of the age, as well as the moft 
expert in every military exercife. They carried away the prize at all trials in 
thofe rough and dangerous paftimes; and feveral horfes and riders were over-
thrown by their vigour and dexterity. The ladies were the judges in thefe feats 
of chivalry, and put an end to the rencounter whenever they judged it expedient. 
Henry ereCted a fpacious houfe of wood and canvas, which had been framed in 
London ; and he here feafted the French monarch. He had placed a motto on 
this fabric, under the figure of an Engliih archer embroidered on it, Cui adhcereo 
prtt!ejf. He prevails whom I f avour * : Expreffing his own fituation, as holding 
in his hands the ballance of power among the potentates of Europe. In thefe z4-th of June. 
entertainments, more than in any ferious bufinefs, did the two Kings pafs the 
time, till their departure. 

HENRY, after his return to Calais, paid a vi fit to the emperor and Margaret 
of Savoy at Gravelines, and engaged them to go along with him to Calais, and 
pafs fome days in that fortrefs. The artful and politic Charles here corn pleated 
the impreffion, which he had begun to make on Henry and his favourite, and 
effaced all the friendibip, to which the frank and liberal nature of Francis had 
given birth. As the houfe of Auftria began fenfibly to take the afcendant over 
the French monarchy, the interefts of England required that fome fupport 1hould 
be given to the latter, and above all, that any important wars lhould be prevented, 
which might beftow on either of them a decifive fuperiority over the other. But 
the jealoufy of the Englifh againft France has ever prevented a cordial union 
between thefe nations : And Charles, fenfible of this hereditary animofity, and 
d firous farther to flatter Henry's vanity, had made him an offer, (an offer in 
which Francis was afterwards obliged to concur) that he ihould be entire arbiter 
in any difpute or difference that Ihould arife between the monarchs. But the 
great mafterpiece of Charles's politics was the fecuring Wolfey in his interefts, by 
very important fervices, and frill higher promifes. l-Ie renewed affurances of 
affifting him in obtaining the papacy; and he put him in prefent poffeffion of the 
revenues, belonging to the fees of Badajox and Palencia in Caftile. The acqui
fitions of Wolfey were now become fo exorbitant, that, joined to the penfions 
from foreign powers, which Henry allowed him to poffefs, his revenues were 
computed nearly to equal thofe which belonged to the crown itfelf; and he fpent 

Q then1 

• Mezeray. 
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Ghap. II. tht tn with a mngnificence or- rather an ofientation, which gave general offence to· 
J 5 zc. the peoP.le; anp much.leifened his m after in the eyes of all foreign nations *. 

THE violent perfonal emulation and political jealoufy which had taken .. 
nlace between the emP-eror and the French King, foon broke into aCtion. 

Var between Erancis fent al) an 1Y, into Navarre under the command of De Foix, in order . 
Charl~s and to replace the family c f Albert in the poffeffion of that kingdom; and this et'l-
Franns. Id h b 1 · d f b h f ·f D · terprize cou not ave een corn p a me o as a reac o treaty, 1 e Fo1x ~ 

had confined himfelf to that equitable defign . . But after he had fubdued Na
varre, finding Spain in great diforder from the infurreClions of the people, he 
thought the opportunity favourable, and he ventured, with Franeis's approba .. 
tion, to lay fiege to Logrogno in Caftile. This invafion, contrary to what was . 
expeCted, put an end to the domeftic diffentions of the Caftilians ; who attacked 
the French, obliged them to raife the fiege, purfued the advantage, and entirely · 
expelled them Navarre, which has ever fince remained united with the Spa- . 
nifu monarchy t. Robert de la Mar<:k~ duke of Bo "iillon and prince of Sedan, 
having received fome difguft from the governefs of the Low Countries, had taken · 
arms and invaded thofe provinces;. and had even fent a. challenge or defiance to 
the emperor himfelf :f:: A boldnefs, which feemed entirely unaccountable, except 
on the fu pofition that this petty prince had received fecret encouragement from . 
Francis. On the other hand, Charles, in order to chafrife the infolence of Ro .. 
bert, had levied a powerfJ.ll anny, and advanced to the frontiers of France, which 
he threatened with an invafion Hoftilitie_s were foon carried farther; his gene
rals befieged Moufon) which they took ; the~ invefted Mezieres, where they. met 
with a repulfe. In Italy ~ likewife the two monarchs were not inactive. Francis 
negotiated, with the Pope, in order to engage him to concur in expelling the im
perialifts from Nap.les: But Charles had the addrefs to finifh his league with the 
fame power for expelling the French from Milan; and the united arms of the allies 
had invaded. that dutchy, and had almoft entirely finifhed their enterprize. 

\V HILE thefe ambitious and warlike princes were committing hoftilities on each 
other in every part of Europe, they ftill made profeffions of the ftrongeft defire of 
peace; and both of them carried inceffantly their complaints to Henry, as to the 

l\1 
.. . f arbiter or umpire between th~m. 'Fhe King, who appeared neutral, engaged them to 

edlatiOn o r d l . b tr rl C 1 . l . II\!nry. 1en t :1e1r am aua,~ors to a a1s, t 1ere to negotiate a peace under the mediation of 
\\T olfey and the pope's nuntio. The emperor was well acquainted with the par-
tiality of thefe mediators; and his demands in the conference were fo unreafonable, 
as plainly proved him confcious of this advantage.. He required the reftitution 

of 
* Polydore Virgil. Hali. t, Vera, hiil:. de Char!. V. :t Memoires de Bellay, lib. I. 
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of Burgundy, a province, which had been cedea m'any years before by treaty, Chap. IT. 
and which would have given him accefs into the midft of France: And he de- IpL. 

manded to be freed from the homage, which his anc ftors had ever paid for 
Flanders and :Artois, and which he himfelf had, by the treaty f Noyon, pro-
mifed to renew. On Francis's rejecting thefe terms, the congrefs at Calais rake 
up, and Wolfey, foon after, took a journey to Bruges, where he met with the 
emperor. He was received with the fame ftate, magnificence, and refpett, as if 
he had been the King of England hitnfelf; and he concluded in his mafter's z4thbof N 

vern er. 
name an offenfive alliance \\ith the pope and the emperor againft France. l-Ie 
engaged that England ihould next fummer invade that kingd01n with forty thou-
fand men; and he betrothed to Charles the princefs Mary, the King's only child, 
who had now fon1e profpet1: of inheriting the crown. This extravagant alliance, 
which was prejudicial to the interefts, and might h'ave proved fatal to the liberty 
-and independance of the kingdom, was the refult of the humours and prejudices 
of the King, and the private views and expectations of the cardinal. 

THE people faw every day new inftances of the uncontrou1ed authority of this 
minifter. The duke of Buckingham, conftable of England, the firft nobleman 
both for family and fortune in the kingdom, had been fo unfortunate as to give 
difguft to the cardinal, and it was not long before he found reafon to repent his 
indifcretion. He feems to have been a man full of levity and raih projects; and Trialandcon
being infatuated with judicial aftrology, he entertained commerce with one Hop- demnaion of 
k . h fi k h d h' · h 1 · f . the duke of ms, a cart u 1an n1on , w o encourage tm Wit t 1e not10n o tnountmg one Buckingham. 

day the throne of England. He was defcended by a female from the duke of 
Glocefter, youngeft fon of Edward the third; and tho' his daim to the crown was 
thereby very remote, he had been fo imprudent as to let fall f01ne expreffions, as 
if he thought himfelf beft intitled, in cafe the King fbould die without iifue, to 
poffefs the royal dignity. l-Ie had not even aofiained from threats againft the 
King's life, and had provided himfelf of arms, which he intended to employ, in 
cafe a favourable opportunity fuould offer. He was brought to a trial; and the 
<luke of Norfolk, whofe fon, the earl of Surrey, had marri~d Buckingha 11's 
daughter, was created lord fteward, in order to prefide at this folemn procedure. 
The jury confifted of a duke, a marquis, feven earls, and twelve barons; and 
they gave fentence againft Buckingham, which was foon after put in execution. , 
There is no reafon to think the fe-ntence unjuft * ; but as Buckingham's crime r7 th of L 

1"Y· 

£ emed to proceed more from indifc etion than deliberate malice, the people, \Vho 
loved that nobleman, expeEted that the ing would grant him a pardon, ~nd 
.afcribed their difappointment to the malice and revenge of the cardinal. ~ he 

Q_ .z King's 
* Hcrbert. Hall. Stow, 51 3· Ho!lingfhed, p. 862. 
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King's own jealoufy, however, againft all pretenders to the crown, was, not
withftanding his undoubted title, very remarkable during the whole courfe of his 
reign ; and was alone fufficient to render him implacable againfi: Buckingham. 
The office of conftable, which Buckingham inherited from the Bohuns, earls of 
Hereford, was forfeited, and was never after revived by Henry. 

C H A P. Ill. 

Digrelfton concerning the ecclejiajlical flate.-Origilz of the reforma· 
tion.-Martin Luther.-Henry receives the title of difender of 
the faith.-Caufes of the progrefi of the reforntation.-War with 
France.-Invajion of France.-War with Scotland.-A Par
liament.-lnvajion of France.-Italian wars.-'Ihe King of 
France -invades ltaly.-Battle of P avia and captivity of Francis. 
-Francis recovers his liberty.---::-Sack of Rome.---League 
with France. 

szr, DURING fome years, n1any parts of Europe had been agitated with thofe 
religious controverfies, which produced the reformation, one of the greateft 

events in hiftory : But as it was not till this time, that the King of England pub· 
Jickly took part in the quarrel,. we had no occafion to give any account of its 
rife and progrefs. It will now be neceifary to explain thefe theological difputes ; 
or what is more material, to trace from their origin thofe abufes, which fo ge .. 
nerally diffufed the opinion, that a reformation of the church or ecclefiaftical 
order was become highly expedient, if hot abfolutely nece.lfary. We lhall be 
better enabled to comprehend the fubject, if we take the matter a little higher, 
and refleCl: a moment on the reafons, why there muft be an ecclefiaftical order, 
and a public eftabli1hment of religion in every civilized community. The im~ 
portance of the prefent occafion will, I hope, excufe this fhort d greffion. 

MosT of the arts and profeffions in a ftate are of fuch a nature, that, while 

Digreffion they promote the interefts of the fociety, they are alfo ufeful or agreeable to fome 
concerning individuals ; and in that cafe, the conftant rule of the magiftrate except per-
the ecclefiafti- h h fi ft . d .n.. f . 1 h fc ' • ' cal ftate. aps, on t e r mtro ULLlOn o any art, Is, to eave t e pro effion to Itfelf, and 

truft its encouragement to the individuals, who reap the benefit of it. The arti

zans,. finding their profits to rife by the favour of their cuftomers, encreafe, as 
.2 much 



H E N R Y VIII. I 17 

much as poffible, their fkill and induftry ; and as matters are not difrurbed by 

any injudicious tampering, the commodity is always fure to be at all times ex
actly proportioned to the demand. 

BuT there are alfo fome callings, which, tho' ufeful and even necefi'ary in a 

ftate, bring no advantage nor pleafure to any individuals; and the fupreme power 

is obliged to alter its conduct with regard to the retainers of thofe profeffions. 

It muft give them public encouragement in order to their fubfiftance ; and it 
muft provide againft that negligence, to which they will naturally be fubjeB:, 

either by annexing particular honour to the profeffion, by eftabli!hing a long 

fubordination of ranks and a ftrict dependance, or by fome other expedient. 

The perfons employed in the finances, armies, fleets, and magitl:racy are in.
ftances of this order of men. 

IT may naturally be thought, at firft view, that the ecclefiaftics belong to the 

firft clafs, and that their encouragement, as well as that of lawyers and phyfi

cians, may fafely be trufted to the liberality of individuals, who are attached 

to their doctrines, and who find benefit or confolation from their fpiritual miniftry 

and affiftance. Their induftry and vigilance wi11, no doubt, be whetted by fuch 

an additional motive; and their fkill in the profellion, as well as their addrd:S 

in governing the minds of the people, muft rece~ve daily encreafe, from their 

encreafing practice, fiudy, and attendon. 

BuT if we confider the matter more clofely, we Ihall find, that this interefted 

diligence of the clergy is what every wife legifiator will ftudy to avoid ; becaufe in 

every religion, except the true, it is highly pernicious, and has even a natural 

tendency to pervert the true, by infufing into it a ftrong mixture of fuperfl:ition, 

folly, and delufion. Each ghoftly practitioner, in order to render himfelf more 

precious and facfed in the eyes of his retainers, muft infpire them with the moft 

violent abhorrence againft all other fetl:s, and continually endeavour, by fome 

novelty, to excite the languid devotion of his audience. No regard will be paid 

to truth, morals, or decency in the doB:rines inculcated. Every tenet will be 

adopt d, that beft fuits the diforderly affections of the human frame. CuHomers 

will be drawn to each conventicle by new induftry and addrefs in praCtiGng on 

the paffions and credulity of the populace. And in the end, the civil magiftrate 

will find, that he has paid dearly for his pretended frugality, in faving a fettled 

foundation for the priefts; and that in reality the moft decent and advantageous 

compofition, which he can make with the fpiritual guides, is to bribe their in

dolence, by affixing ftated fallaries to their profeffi n, and rendering it fuper

fluous for them to be farther active, than merely to preferve their flock from 

ftraying in queft of new paftures. And in this manner ecclefiaftical eftablifh .. 
ments 

Chap. nr. 
J 5 21. 



Chap. III. ments, tho' commonly they arofe at firft from religious views, prove in the end 
15 zi. advantageous to the political interefts of fociety. 

BuT we may obferve, that few ecclefiaftical eftablifhments have ·been fixed 

upon a worfe foundation than that of the church of Rome, or have been at

tended with circumfl:ances more hurtful to the peace and happinefs of mankind. 

THE large revenues, privileges, immunities, and powers of the clergy ren

<ltred them formidable to the civil magiftrate, and armed with too extenfive 

authority an order of men, who always adhere clofeJy together, and who never 

want a plaufible pretence for ·their encroachments and ufurpations. The higher 

dignities of the church ferved, indeed, to the fupport of gentry an_d nobility; 

but by the eftablifhment of monafteries, many of the Ioweft vulgar were taken 

from the ufeful arts, and maintained in thofe receptacles of floth and ignorance~ 

The fupreme head of the church was a foreign potentate, who was guided by 
interefrs, always different, fometimes contrary to thofe of the community. And 

as the hierarchy was neceffarily folicitous to preferve an unity of faith, rites and 

ceremonies, all liberty of thought ran a manifeft rifque of being extinguifhed; 

and· violent perfecutions, or what was worfe, a ftupid and abject credulity, took 

place every where. 

To encreafe thefe evils, the church, 1~0' lhe po!feffed large revenues, was not 

contented with her acquifitions, but retained a power of practifing farther on 

the ignorance of mankind. She even beftowed on each individual prieft a power 

·of enriching himfelf by the voluntary oblations of the faithful, and left him 

frill a powerful motive for diligence and induftry in his calling. And thus, 

that church, tho' an expenfive and burthenfome cftabliihment, was liable to many 

of the inconveniencies, which belong to an order of priefts, trufted entirely to 

their own art and invention for attaining a fubfiftance. 

THE advantages, attending the Romifh hierarchy, were but a fmall compen

fation for its inconveniencies. The ecclefiaftical privileges, during barbarous 

times, had ferved as a chtque to the ' defpotifm of Kings. The union of all the 

wefrern churches under the fupreme pontiff facilitated the intercourfe of nation.s, 

and tended to bind Europe into an immenfe republic. And the pomp and 

fplendour of worfhip, whi.:h belonged to fo opulent an eftablifhment, contri

buted, in fome refpeB:s, to the encouragement of the fine arts, and began to 
diffufe a general el gance of tafte, by uniting it with religion. 

IT ;vill eafily be conceived, that, tho' the ballance of evil prevailed in the 

Romifh church, this was not the chief reafon, which produced the reformation. 

A concurrence of inc.id nts muft have contributed to forward that ()'reat work. 
0 

4 PorE 
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PoPE :Ceo the tenth, by his generous and enterprizing temper, had very much ex- Chap. III. 
haufted the treafury, aJld was obliged to make ufe of every invention> which might •s 1 2

' 

y.ield money, in order to fupport his projects, pleafures, and liberalities. The Ori ttin of the 
fcheme of felling indulgen,es was fuggefted to him, as an expedient which had re.fo~mation. 
often fer.ved in former times to draw money from the chriftian world, and make 
de~out people willing contributors · to the grandeur and riches of the court of 
Ron~e. The church, it was fuppofed, was poffeifed of a great ftock of merit, 
as being intitled to all the good works of the fJints, be~ond wl at were employed 
in their own juftification ;' and even to the merits of Chrift himfelf, which \\'ere 
infinite and unbounded : And from this unexhaufted treafury, the pope might 
retail particular portions, and by that traffic acquire money, to be em P.loyed in 
pious purpofes, the refifting the Turk, or fubduing fchifmatics. \Vhen the 
money came into his treafi.1ry, the greateft part of it was ufually. diverted to . 
other purpofes *. 

IT is commonly believed, that Leo, from the penetration of his genius, and 
his familiarity 'with literature, was fully acquainted ~·irh the ridicule and fallacy 
of the doctrines; which, as fupreme pontiff~ he was obliged b~ his intereft to· 
nromote : And it is the lefs wonder, therefore, that· he employed for his profit 
thofe pious frauds, which his predeceifors, the n1oft ignorant anq credulous, 
had always, under plaufible pretexts, made ufe of for the;r felfi!h purpofes. He 
publifhed the fale of a general indulgence t; and as his expences had not only 
exh. ufted his ufual revenue, but even anticipated the income oft his extraordinary 
expedient, the feveral branches of it were openly given away to par icular per
fons, who were entitled to levy the impofitipn. The produce particu!arly of 
Saxony and the countries bordering on the Baltic was affigned to his llfter, Mag
dalene, married to Cibo, natural fon of Innocent the eighth; and fhe, in order 
to enhance her profit, had farmed out the revenue to one Arcemboldi, a Genoefe, 
now a bifhop, formerly a merchant, who frill retained all the lucrative arts of 
his former profeffion t· The A uftin friars had ufually been em loycd in Saxony 
to preach the indulgences, and from this trufi: had derived both profit a. d coi1Ii
deration : But Arcemboldi, fearing, left practice might have taught them means · 
to fecret the money§, and expeCting no ex raordinat y fuccefs from the ordinary 
methods of collection, gave this occupation to the dominicans. Thefe monk~, 
in order to prove themfelves worthy of the d:Hintl:ion conferred on them, exag
gerated the benefit of indulgenc s by the moft unbounded panegyrics; and ad
vanced doCtrines on that lwad, which, tho' not more ridic 1 ous tha11 thofe al
ready received, were fuch as the ears of the peopL: were not ye uliy accull:omt 

to. 

• Father Paul and Slcidan: t In I 5 I 7· t Father Paul, Slcidan. § FatLer Paul, lib. 1 • •. 
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Chnp. III. to. To add to the fcandal, the collectors of this revenue are faid to have 
1512 ' lived very licentious lives, and to have fpent in taverns, gaming houfes, and 

places frill more infamous, the money, which devout perfons had faved from their 
ufual expences, in order to purchafe a remiffion of their fins*. -

ALL thefe circumftances might have given offence, but would have been at
tended with no event of any importance, had there not arifen a man, qualified 
to take advantage of the incident. Martin Luther, an Auftin friar, profeffor 

Martin Lu 4 b ther. in the univerfity of Wirtemberg, refenting the affront put upon his order, egan 
to preach againft thefe abufes in the fale of indulgences; and being naturally of 
a fiery temper, and being provoked by oppofition, he proceeded even to decry 
indulgences themfelves; and was thence carried, by the heat of difpute, to 
queftion the authority of the pope, from which his adverfaries derived their chief 
arguments againft him t. Still as he enlarged his reading, in order to· fupport 
thefe tenets, he difcovered fome new abufe or error in the church of Rome; 
and finding his opinions greedily hearkened to, he promulgated them by writing, 
difcourfes, fermons, conferences ; and daily encreafed the number of his difciples. 
All Saxony, all Germany, all Europe were in a very little time filled with the 
voice of this daring innovator; and men, rouzed frotn that lethargy, in which 
they had fo long fiept, began to call in queftion the moft antient and moft re
ceived opinions. The eleCtor of Saxony, favourable to Luther's doCtrine, pro
teCted him from thp violence of the papal jurifdiB:ion : The republic of Zuric 
even reformed their church according to the new model : Many fovereigns of 
the empire, and the imperial diet itfelf, 1howed a favourable difpofition towards 
it : And Luther, a man naturally inflexible, vehement, opinionative, was be
come incapable, either from promifes of advancement, or terrors of feverity, to 
relinquHh a feB:, of which he was himfelf the founder, and which brought him 
a glory, fuperior to all others, the glory of dictating the religious faith and prin
(:iples of multitudes. 

THE rumour of thefe innovations foon reached England ; and as there ftill 
fubfill:ed in that kingdom great remains of the Lollards, whofe principles refembled 
thofe of Luther, the new doctrines gained fecretly many partizans among the 
}aiety of all ranks and denominations. Henry had been educated in a ftriB: at
tachment to the church of Rome, and he bore a particular prejudice againft 
Luther, who, in his writings, fpoke with contempt of Thomas Aquinas, the 
King's favourite author: He oppofed himfelf therefore to the progrefs of the 
Lutheran tenets, by all th.e influence which his extenfive and almoft abfolute au-

thority 

., Father Paul, Lib. 1. t Father Paul, Sleidan. 
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thority conferred upon him: He even undertook to combat them with weapons Chap. TII. 

not ufually employed by monarchs, efpecially thofe in the flower of their age, 
and force of their paffions. He wrote a book in Latin againft the principles of 
Luther; a performance, which, if allowance be made for the fubjeet and the 
age, does no difcredit to his capacity. He fent a copy of it to Leo, who re-
ceived fo magnificent a prefent with great teftimony of regard ; and conferred on 

1 )2 I. 

him, the title of defender of the faith ; an appellation frill retained by the H enry re

Kings of England. Luther, who was in the heat of controverfy, foon wrote an ceives the tit!c 
r. H d · h d h d · · f h' . ft d of defender of an1wer to enry; an w1t out regar to t e tgmty o IS antagom , treate the faith. 

him with all the acrimony of fiyle, to which, in the courfe of his polemics, he 
had fo long been accufiomed. The King, by this ill ufage, was frill more preju-
diced againft the new doctrines; but the public, who naturally favour 
the weaker party, were inclined to attribute to Luther the victory in the difpute :f:. 
And as the controverfy became more illuftrious, by Henry's entering the lifts, 
it drew more the attention of mankind ; and the Lutheran doCtrine acquired 
daily new converts in every part of Europe. 

THE quick and furprizing progrefs of this bold feB: may juftly in part be Caufes of the 

afcribed to the late invention of printing, and revival of learning: Not that progrefsofthe 

reafon bore any confiderable part, in opening men's eyes with regard to the im- reformation. 

poftures of the Romifh church : For of all branches of literature, philofophy 
had, as yet, and till long afterwards, made the moft inconfiderable progrefs; 
neither is there any inftance where argument has been able to free the people from 

that enormous load of abfurdity, with which fuperfiition has every where over-
whelmed them : Not to mention, that the rapid advance of the Lutheran doc-
trine, and the violence, with which it was embraced, prove fufficiently, that it 
owed not its fuccefs to reafon and refleB:ion. The art of printing and the revival 
of learning forwarded its progrefs in another manner. By means of that arr, 
the books of Luther and his feB:aries, full of vehemence, declamation and a rude 
eloquence, were propagated more quickly, and in greater numbers. The minds 
of men, fomewhat awakened from a profound fieep of fo many centuries, were 
prepared for every novelty, and fcrupled lefs to tread in any unufual path, which 

was opened to them. And as copies of the fcriptures and other antient monu-
nlents of the chrifrian faith became more common, men perceived the innova-

tions, which were introduced after the firft centuries ; and though argument and 
reafoning could not give conviB:ion, an hiftorical faB:, wdl fupported, was able 
to make impreffion on their underftandings. Many of the powers, indeed, affumed 

by the church of Rome, were very antient, and were prior to almoft every 
R political 

-t F. ther P;ml, lib. r. 
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Chap. III. political government eftablifhed in Europe : But as the ecc1efiaftics would not 
IjZI. fubmit to poifefs their privileges as matters of civil right, which time could ren

der valid, but appealed ftill to a d1vine origin, men were tempted to look into 
their primitive charter; and they could, without much difficulty, perceive its 
defect in truth and authenticity. 

IN order to bellow on this topic the greater influence, Luther and his followers, 
not fatisfied with oppofing the pretended divinity o~ the Rcmifh church, nnd 
difplaying the temporal inconvcniencies of that eftabliihment, carried matters 
nmch farther, and treated the religion of their anceftors, as abominab.e, deteft
able, damnable; foretold by facred writ itfelf as the fource of all wickednefs and 
pollution. 'I'hey denominated the pope antichrift, called nis comn union the 
fcarlet whore, and gave to Rome the appellation of Babylon; expreffions, 
which, however applied, were to be found in fcripture, and which were better 
calculated to operate on the multitude than the moft folid arguments. Excited by 
conteft and perfecution on the one hand, by fuccefs and applaufe on the other:t 
n1any of the reformers carried their oppofition to the greateft extremity againfi: 
the church of Rome ; and in contradiC1:ion to the multiplied fuperftition (; , with 
which that communion was loaded, they adopted an enthufiaftic ftrain of devo
tion, which admitted of no obfervances, rites or ceremonies, but placed all merit 
in a 1nyfterious fpecies of faith, in inward vifion, rapture, and extacy. The 
new feB:aries, feized with this fpirit, weie indefatigable in the propagation of 
their doctrine, and fet at defiance all the anathemas and punifhments, with which 
the Roman pontiff endeavoured to overwhelm them. 

THAT the civil power, however, might afford them protection againft the 
ecclefiaftical jurifdiction, the Lutherans advanced doCtrines favourable, in fome 
refpetl:s, to the temporal author1ty of fovereigns. They inveighed againft the 
abufes of the court of Rome, with which men were at that time generally dif
contented ; and exhorted princes to reinftate themfelves in thofe powers, of 
which the incroaching fpirit of the ecclefiaftics, and efpecially of the fovereign 
pontiff, had fo lor.g b::>reaved them. T'hey condemned celibacy and monaftic 
vows, and thereby opened the doors of the convents to thofe who were either 
tired of the obedience and chaftity, or difgufted with the licence, in which they 
had hitherto lived. They blamed the excefiive riches, the idlenefs, the 1ibertin .. 
if m of the clergy; and pointed out their treafures and revenue~ as lawful fpoil to 
the firft invader. And as the ecclefiaftics had hitherto conducted a willincr and 

b 

a ftupid audience, and were totally unacquainted with controverfy, and even every 
fpecies of literature ; they were unable to defend themfelves againft men, armed 
with authorities, citations, and popular topics, and qu"lified to triumph in every 

8 altercation 
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altercation or debate. Such were the advantages, with which the reformers be- Chap. IH 

gan their attack of the Ron1an hierarchy; and fuch were the caufes of their 
1
5

21
" 

rapid and aftoni!hing fuccefs. 

LEo the tenth, whofe overfights and too fupine truft in the profound ignorance 
of the people, had given rife to this feet, but whofe found judgment, mod era. ifi December. 

tion and temper, were well qualified to retard its progrefs, died in the flower of 
his age, a little after he received the King's book againft Luther; and he was 
fucceeded in the papal chair, by Adrian, a Fleming, tutor to the emperor 
Charles. This man was qualified to gain on the reformers by the in egrity, can .. 
dour, and fimplicity of manners, by which he was diftingui!hed; but, fo vio-
lent were their prejudices againft the church, he rather hurt the caufe by his impru-
dent exercife of thofe virtues. He frankly confeffed, that many abominable and 
deteftable practices prevailed in the court of Rome; and by this fincere avowal, 
he gave occafion of n1uch triumph to the Lutherans. This pontiff alfo, \ 7hofe 
penetration was not equal to his good intentions, was feduced to concur in that 
league, which Charles and Henry had formed againil France *; and he thereby 
augmented the fcandal, occafioned by the praCtice of fo many preceding popes, 
who frill made their fpiritual arms fubfi rvient to political purpofes. 

1522. 
THE emperor, Charles, who knew, that Wolfey had received a difappoint· 

tnent in his ambitious hopes by the election of Adrian, and who dreaded the re
fentment of that haughty minifter, was folicitous to repair the breach tnade in 
their friend!hip by this incident. He paid a new vifit to England ; and befides z6th May. 
flattering the vanity of the King and th'e cardinal, he repeated to W olfey all the 
promifes, which he had made him, of feconding his pretenfions to the papal 
throne. Wolfey, fenfible that Adrian's great age and infirmities promifcd a 
fudden vacancy, diffcmbled his refentment, and was willing to hope for a more 
profperous iffue of the next election. The emperor renewed the treaty made at 
Bruges, to which fon1e articles were added ; and he agreed to indemnify both the 
King and W olfey for the revenues which they :ihould lofe by a breach with 
France. The more to ingratiate himfelf with 1-Ienry and the Englifh nation; he 
gave to Surrey, admiral of England, a commiffion for being admiral of his do-
minions ; and he himfelf was inftalled knight of the garter at London. After a 
fiay of fix weeks in England, he embarked at Southampton, and in ten days 
arrived in Spain, where he focn pacified the tumults which had ar"fen in his 
abfence t. 

2 'ruE 
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THE King declared war againft France ; and this meafure was founded on fo 
little reafon, that he could allege nothing as a ground of quarrel, but Francis'i 
refufal to fubm it to his arbitration, and his fending Albany into Scotland. This 
}aft ftep had not been taken by the French King, till he was quite aifured of 
Henry's refolution to attack him. Surrey landed fome troops at Cherbourg in 
Normandy; and after laying wafte the country, he failed to Morlaix, a rich 
town in Britanny, which he took and plundered. The Engliih merchants had 
great property in that place, which was no more fpareJ by the foldiers, than the 
goods of the French. Surrey then left the charge of the fleet to the vice-admi
ral; and failed to Calais, where he took the command of the Engli!h army, 
deftined for the invafion of France. This army, when joined by forces from 
the Low Countries under the command of the count of Buren, confifted in the 
whole of 1 8,ooo men. 

THE French had made it a maxim in all their wars with the Englifh, fince the 
reign of Charles the fifth, never, without great neceffity, to hazard a general 
engagement ; and the duke of Vendome, who commanded the French army, 
now embraced this wife policy. He fupplied the towns moft expofed, efpecially 

Boulogne, Montreuil, Terouenne, Hedin, with ftrong garrifons and plenty of 
provifions : He himfelf took poft at Abbeville, with fome Swifs and French in· 

fantry, and a body of cavalry : The count of Guife encamped under Montreuil 
with fix thoufand men. Thefe two bodies were in a fituation to join upon oc
cafion ; to throw fuccour into any town, that was threatened ; and to harrafs the 
Englifh in every movement. Surrey, who was not fupplied with n1agazines, 
firfr divided his army for the convenience of fubfifling them; but finding that 
his quarters were every moment beaten up by the activity of the French gene
rals, he drew together the forces, and laid fiege to Hedin. But neither did he 
fucceed in this enterprize. The garrifon made vigorous fallies upon his army: 
The French forces aifaulted them from without: Great rains fell : Fatigue and 
bad weather threw the foldiers into dyfenteries ~ And Surrey was obliged to raife 
the fiege, and put his troops into winter quarters about the end of October. 
His rear guard was attacked at Pas in Artois; and five or fix hundred n1en were 
cut off; nor could all his efforts make him m after of one place within the French 
frontier. 

THE allies were more fuccefsful in Italy. Lautrec, who commanded the 
French, loft a bloody battle at Bicocca near Milan; and was obliged to retire 
with the remains of his army. This misfortune, which proceeded from Francis"s 
negligence in not fupplj ing Lautrec with money*> was followed by the lofs of 

Genoa. 
:1' Guicciardini, Iib. I 4· 
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Genoa: The ea file of Cremona was the foie fortrefs in Italy, which remained in Chap. III. 
the hands of the French. 1

5 zz. 

EuRoPE was now in fi1ch a fituation, and fo con netted by aTliances and intereft. 
that it was almoft impoffible for war to be kindled in one part, and not diffufe 
itfelf thro' the whole: But of all the leagues among kingdoms, the clofeft was 
that which had fo long fubfifted between France and Scotland ; and the Englifh, 
while at war with the former nation, could not expect to remain long unmolefted w . h 

. • ar Wit 
on the northern frontier. No fooner had Albany arnved m Scotland, than he Scotland. 
took meafures for kindling a war with England; and he fummoned the whole 
force of the kingdom to meet in the fields of Rofiine t· He thence conducted 
the army fouthwards into Annandale; and prepared to pafs the borders at Sol way-
Firth. But many of the nobility were difgufted with the regent's adminiftration ; 
and obferving, that his connexions with his native country were very feeble in 
comparifon of thofe with France, they murmured, . that for the fake of foreign in-
terefts, their peace fhould be fo often difturbed, and war, during their King's 
minority, be wantonly entered into with a neighbouring nation, fo much fuperior 
in force and riches. The Gordons, in particular, refufed to advance any farther;. 
and Albany, obferving a general difcontent to prevail, was obliged to conclude a 
truce with lord Dacres, warden of the Engliili weft marches. Soon after, he 
departed for France; and left the oppofite faction fhould gather force in his 
abfence, he fent thither before hiln the earl of Angus, hufband to the queen 
dowager. 

NExT year, Henry, that he n1ight take advantage of the regent's abfence, 
marched an army into Scotland under the command of Surrey, who ravaged the 
Merfe and Teviotdale without oppofition, and burned the town of Jedburgh. 
The Scotch had neither King nor Regent to conduct them: The two Humes had 
been put to death: Angus was in a manner banifhed: No nobleman of vigour or 
authority remained, who was qualified to affurne the government: And the Eng
lifh monarch, who knew the diftre~ fituation of the country, was determined to 
puili them to extremity, in hopes of engaging them, by the fenfe of their prefent 
n1iferies, to make a folemn renounciation of the French alliance, and embrace that 
of England *. He even gave them hopes of contraCting a marriage between the 
lady Mary, heirefs of England, and their young monarch; an expedient, which 
would for ever unite the two kmgdoms t: And the queen dowager, with her 

4 who~ 

t Buchannan, lib. I~· Drummond. Pitfcottie. 
:t: Le Grand, vol. III. p. 3-9• 

• Buchannan, lib. I 4· Herbe1·t. 
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Chap. Ill. whole party, recommended every where the advantages of this alliance, and of a 
1 523· confederJcy with England. They faid, that the interefts of Scotland had too 

long been facrificed to thofe of the French nation, who, whenever they found 
themfelves reduced to difficulties, called for the affiftance of their allies, but were 
ready to abandon them, fo foon as they found their advantage in making peace with 
England : That where a fmall ftate entered into fo clofe a confederacy with a 
greate,., it muft always expeCt this trea ment, as a confequcnce of the unequal 
a1liance; but that there were f>eculiar cirCLlmftances in the fituation of the king
do,ns, which, in the prefent cafe, rendered it inevitable: That France was fo 
diftant and fo divided from then1 by feas, that ·i11e fcarce could by any means, 
and never could in time, fend fuccours to the Scotch, fufficient to proteCt then1 
againfi: ravages fro1n the neighbouring kingdom: That nature had, in a manner, 
framed an alliance between the two Britilh nations ; having cnclofed then1 in the 
fame iiland ; given them the fame tnanners, language, laws, and form of govern
ment ; and prepare-.1 every thing for an intin1ate union between them : And that, 
if national antipathies were abolii11ed, which would foon be the effeCt of peace, 
thefe two kingdoms, fecured by the ocean and by their domeftic force, could fet 
at defiance all foreign enemies, and remain for ever fecure and unmolefted. 

THE partizans of the French alliance faid, on the other hand, that the very 
reafons, which were urged in favour of a league with England, the clofe neigh .. 
bourhood of the kingdom and its fuperior force, were the real caufes, why a . 
fincere and durable confederacy could never be framed with that hoftile nation : 
That among neighbouring ftates, occafions of quarrel were frequent; ar.d the more 
powerful people would be fure to feize every frivolous pretence for opprefiing the 
weal'er, and redu:ing them to fubjeCtion : That as the near neighbourhood of 
France and England had kindled a war almofi: perpetual between them, it was the 
intereft of the Scotch, if they wifhed to maintain their independancy, to preferve 
their league with the former kingdom, which balanced the force of the latter: 
That if they deferted that old and falutary alliance, on which their importance 
in Europe chiefly depended, their ancient enemies, fiimulated both by intereft and 
by paffion, would fcon invade them with fuperior force, and reduce them to fub
jection : Or if they delayed the attack, the infidious peace, by making the Scotch 
lofe the ufe of arms, would only prcplre the way for a flavery more certain and 
n1ore irretrieveable *. 

1"IIE arguments employed by the French party, being feconded by the natural 
prejudices of the people, feemed rather to prevail : And when the regent himfelf, 
who had be:n long detJin-.d beyond his appointed time by the terror of the Englifl1 

Beer, 
* Buchannan, lib. 14. 
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f1 et, at hft appeared among them, he was able to throw the balance entirely on 
that fide. By the authority of the convention of fiates, he aifemblcd an army, with 
a view of avenging the ravages committed by the Englifh in the beginning of the 
campaign; and he led them fouthwards towards the borders. B, t when they 
were palling the Tweed at the bridge of Melrofs, the Englifh party were again 
able to raife fuch oppofition, that Albany thought proper to make a retreat. lie 
n1arched downwards, along the banks of the Tweed, keeping that river on his 
right; and fixed his camp oppofite to \Verk-Caftle, which Surrey had lately 
repaired. He fent over fome troops to befiege that fortrefs, who made a breach 
in it, and Hormed tome of the outworks : But the regent, ·hearing of the ap-
proach of anEngJilh army, and difcourag d by the advanced feafon, thought proper 
to dilband his forces and retire to Edinburgh. Soon after he went over to Frunce, 
and never again returned to Scotland. · 1'he Scotch nation, agitated by their 
domef'cic factions, were not, during feveral years, in a condition to give any 
n1ore difturbance to England ; and Henry had full leifure to profecute h;s defigns 
on the continent. 

THE reafon, why the war againft France proceeded fo flowly on the part of 
England was the want of money. All Henry the feventh's treafures were long 
fince diffipated; the King's habits of expence frill remained; and his revenues 
were unequal even to the ordinary fupport of his government, much more to his 
military enterprizes. He had lafi: year caufed a general furvey to be made of the 
kingdom; the numbers of men, their years, profeffion, flock, revenue * ; and 
expreffed great fatisfaB:ion on finding the nation fo opulent. He then iifued out 
privy feals to the moft wealthy, demanding loans of particular fums; and this 
aCt of power, tho' fomewhat irregular and tyrannical, had been formerly praB:ifed 
by the Kings of England; and the people were now familiarized to it. But I-Ienry. 
carried his authority much farther on this occafion. He iffued an edict for a 
general tax upon his fubject:s, which he ftill called a loan ; and he levied five 
.fhillings in the pound frotn the clergy, two !billings from the laity. This pre
tended loan, as being more regular, was really more dangerous to the liberties of 
th~.. people ; and was a precedent for the King's impofing taxes without confent of 
Parliament. 

Chap. III. 
15 2 3· 

HErrR Y fummoned a Parliament this year, together with a convocation; and 
15

th of April ... 
found neither of them in a difpofition to complain of the infringement of their A Parliamenro 

privileges. It was only doubted, how far they would carry their liberality to the 
King. Wolfey, who had undertaken the management of this affair, began with 

the 
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the convocation ; i 1 hopes, that their example would influence the Parliament to 
grant a large fupply. He demanded a moiety of their ecclefiaftical revenues to 
be levied in five years, or two fhillings in the pound during that time, and tho' 
he met with oppofition, he reprimanded fo feverely the refraCtory members, 
that his requeft was at lafl: complied with. The cardinal afterwards, attended by 
feveral of the nobility and prelates, came to the houfe of comtnons; and in a 
long and elaborate fpeech laid before them the public neceffities, the dangers of 
an invafion from Scotland, the affronts received from France, the league in which 
the King was engaged with the pope and the emperor; and he demand
ed a grant of 8oo,ooo pounds, divided into four yearly payments ; a fum, com
puted from the late furvey or valuation, to be equivalent to four fuillings in the 
pound of one year's revenue, or one fhilling in the pound yearly, according to the 
divifion propofed. So large a grant was unufual from the commons ; and tho' 
the cardinal's demand was feconded by Sir Thomas More the fpeaker, and feveral 
other members attached to the court, the houfe could not be prevailed with to 
comply t. They only voted two £billings in the pound on all poffeffed of twenty 
pounds a year and upwards, one fhilling on all between twenty pounds and forty 
£billings a year; and on all the reft of the fubjeCl:s above fixteen years of age a 
groat a-head. This laft fum was divided into two yearly payments ; the former 
into four yearly payments, and was not therefore at the outmoft above fix-pence in 
the pound. 'fhe grant of the commons was but the moiety of the fum demanded; 
and the cardinal, therefore, much n1ortified with the difappointment, came again 
to the houfe, and defired to reafon with fuch as refufed to comply with the King's 
requefr. He was told, that it was a rule of the houfe never to reafon but among 
themfelves ; and his defire was rejected. The commons, ho~ever, enlarged a 
little their former grant, and voted an impofition of three !billings in the pound 
on all poffdfed of fifty pounds a year, and upwards *. The proceedings of this 

houfe 

t Herbert. Stowe, 518. Parliamentary Hiil:ory. Strype, vol. I. p. 49, ~o. 
~ It is faid, that when Henry heard that the commons made a great difficulty of granting the re

quired fupply, he was fo provoked, that he fent for Edward Montague, one of the members, who had 

a confiderable influence on the houfe; and he being introduced to his majefiy, had the mortification 

to hf'ar him fpcak in thefe words: Ho! malt I rz.till 1 l'ey not )i1fir my bill to pajs? And laying 

his hand on Montague's head, who was then on his knees before him: Get my bill pajfed by 
to m~l'J'O'VJ, or e{!t to-n.orro'1.u this head if yours foal! he ~If. This cavalier manner of Henry fuc· 

('eeded : For next day the bill was p<1ffed. Col/in'; Britijh peer11ge. Groc-Je's life if ff/oljey. \Ve me 

to1d by Hall, fol. 3 8. That cardinal \Volfcy endeavoured to ter1 i(v the citizens of London into 

the general loan, exaB:ed in 1 sz 5, and told them plainly, that it qt·ere better, tbat fame foould frffer 
ir:digaa, dan tbat the Ki11g at this time jlJou.d lac!.· ; and therefore he:·v.:are al!d rejijlmt, 110r rujjle t1ot in 

this cafe, j:r it p:c.yfoJftme to crjlfon:e people tle:r hcadi. Such was the ilyle, employed by this King 

and his minifh:rs. 
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oufe of commons difcover evidently the humour of the times: They were ex- Chap. nr. 
tremely tenacious of their money, and refufed a demand of the crown, which was 15 z3• 

far from unreafonable ; but they allowed an encroachment on national privileges 
to pafs uncenfured, tho' its direct tendency was to fubvert entirely the liberties of 
the people. The King was fo diffatrsfied with this faving difpofition of the com-
mons, that, as he had not called a Parliament during feven years before, he al-
lowed feven more to elapfe, before he fummoned another. And under pretence of -
neceffity, he levied, in one year, from all who were worth forty pounds, what 
the parliament had granted him payable in four years i-; a new invafion of national 
privileges. Thefe irregularities were commonly afcribed to the cardinal's coun-
fels, who, trufiing to the proteB:ion, afforded him by his ecclefiaftical char2Cler, 
was lefs fcrupulous in his encroachn1ents on the civil rights of the nation. 

THAT ambitious prelate received this year a new difappointment in his afpiring 
views. The pope, Adrian the fixth, died ; and Clement the feventh, of the family 
of Medici, was elected in his place, by the concurrence of the imperial party. 
Wolfey began now to perceive the infincerity of the emperor, and concluded that 
that prince would never fecond his pretenfions to the papal chair. This injury 
was highly refented by the cardinal; and he began thenceforth to eftrange him
felf from the imperial court, and to pave the way for an union between his maf
ter and the French King. Meanwhile, he di!fembled his refentment; and after 
congratulating the new pope on his promotion, applied for a continuation of the 
legantine powers, which the two former popes had conferred upon him. Clement, 
kno ¥ing the importance of gaining his friend!hip, granted him a commiilion for 
life; and by this unufual conceffion, he in a manner transf( rred to him the whole 
papal authority in England. In fome particulars, W olfey made a good ufe of this 
extenfive power. He erected two colleges, one at Oxford, another at I pf V\ ich, 
the place of his nativity: He fought, all over Europe, for learned men to fupply 
the chairs of thefe colleges : And in order to befi:ow endowments on them, he 
fuppr ffed fome fmaller monafteries, and difi:ributed the monks into other con
vents. The execution of this project became the L fs difficult for him, that the 
Romifh church began to perceive, that fhe over-abounded in monks, and that flH~ 
wanted fome fupply of learning, in order to oppofe the inquifitive, or rather 

ifputative, humour of the new reformers. 

THE confederacy againft France feemed more formidable them ever, n the open
ing this campaign*. Adrian, before his death, had rene ~ed the ieague with 
Charles and Henry. The Venetians had been induced to defert the French alli
ance, and to form engagements for the fecuring Sforza in pofftffion o- the lVI.h-

S Lei(. 
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nefe. The Florentines, the dukes of Ferrara and Mantua, and all the powers of 
Italy combined in the fame meafure. The emperor in perfon menaced France 
with a powerful invafion on the fide of Guienne : The forces of England and 
the Netherlands feemed ready to break into Picardy : A numerous body of Ger
mans were preparing to ravage Burgundy : But all thefe perils from foreign ene
mies \Vere lefs threatening than a domeftic confpiracy, which had been forming, 
and which was now come to full maturity againft the French monarch. 

CHARLES duke of Bourbon, conftable of France, was a prince of the moft 
fl1ining merit; and, befidc diftinguilhing himfelf in many military enterprizes, 
he was adorned with every accomplifhment, which became a perfon of his high 
ftation. His virtues, embelliihed with the graces of youth, had made fuch im
prefiion on Louife of Savoy, Francis's n1other, that, without regard to the in
equality of their years, ihe made him propofals of marriage; and meeting with 
a refufal, fhe formed fchemes of unrelenting vengeance againft him. She was a 
woman, falfe, deceitful, vindiCtive) malicious ; but, unhappily for France, had 
by her capacity, which was confiderable, acquired an abfolute afcendant over her 
fon. By her inftigation, Francis put many affronts on the conftable, which it 
was difficult for a gallant fpirit to endure; and at laft he permitted Louife to 
profecute a Iawfuit againft him, by which, under the moft frivolous pretences, 
he was deprived of his ample poffefiions; and inevitable ruin was brought upon 
him. 

BouRBON, provoked at all thefe indignities, and thinking, that, if any in.:' 
juries could juftify a man in rebelling againft his prince and country, he muft 
ftand acquitted, had entered into a fecret correfpondence with the e1nperor and 
the King of England *. Francis, pertinacious in his defign of recovering the 
the M iJanefe, had propofed to lead his army in perfon into Italy; and Bourbon, 
who feigned ficknef", in order to have a pretence for fraying behind, intended, 
fo foon as the King had paffed the Alps, to raife an infurrettion among his nu

me! ous va.ifals, by whon1 he was extremely beloved, and to introduce foreign 
enemies into the heart of the kingdom. Francis got intimation of his defign ; 
but not being prompt enough in fecuring fo dangerous a foe, the conftable made 
his efcape t ; and putting himfelf in the emperor's fervice, did all the injuries 
to his native country, which his enterprizing fpirit and his great talents for war 
enabled him to perform. Charles profeffed fuch regard for him, that he promifed 
him his fifter in marriage, Eleonora, widow to Emanuel, King of Portugal; and 
w]1en the conftable came to Madrid, fome time after, the emperor received him with 
all the demonftrations of friendf11ip. He faid to a Spanifh grandee, that he muf1: 

de fire 
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defire him,- while Bourbon refided in that city, to allow him to take up his re- Ch1p. nr. 
fidence in his houfe, as m oft fuitable to his rank and quaiity. The nobleman 15 2 3· 
replied, with a Caftilian dignity, that his majefly's defire was to him a fufficient: 
reafon ; but he muft tell him beforehand, that fo foon as Bourbon depJrted he 
would raze to the ground the houfe which had been polluted by the prefence of 
fuch a traitor*. 

THE King of England, defircus that Francis fhould undertake his Italian ex
pedition, did not openly threaten Picardy this year with an invafion; and it was 
late bef9re the duke of Suffolk, who commanded the Englifh forces, paffed 24thAugufl. 
over to Calais. He was attended with the lords Montacute, Herbert, Ferrars, 
Morney, Sandys, Berkeley, Powis, and many other noblemen and gentlemen t. 
The Englifh army, reinforced by fome troops, drawn from the garrifon of Calais, . 

d b d h . · . d I b f Fl . Inva10n of amounte to a out r 2 ,ooo men; an avmg JOine an equa nu m er o emmgs Fran:<:. 
under the count of Buren, they prepared for an invafion of France. The fiege 
of Boulogne was firft propofed ; but that enterprize appearing difficult, it was 
thought more advifeable to leave this town behind them. The frontier of 
Picardy was very ill provided of troops ; and the only defence of that pro-
vince was the aCtivity of the French officers, who infefted the a1lied army 
in their march, and threw garrifons, with great expedition, into every town, 
which was threatened by them. After coafting the Somme, and palling Hedin, 
Montreuil, Dourlens, the Englifh and Flemings prefented themfelves before Bray, 
a place of fmall force, which commanded a bridge over the Somme. Here they 
were refolved to pafs, and, if p;)ffible, to take up winter quarters in France; 
but Crequi threw himfelf into the town, and feemed determined to defend it. 
The allies attacked him with vigour and fuccefs ; and when he retreated over 
the bridge, they purfued him fo hotly, that they allowed him not time to break 
it down, but paired it along with him, and put him to route. They next advanced 
to Montdidier, which they befieged and took by capitulation. l\1eeting with no 
oppofition, they proceeded to the river Oife, within eleven leagues of Paris, and 
threw that city into great confternation; till the duke of Vendome haflened with 
fome forces to its relief. The confederates, then, afraid of being furrounded, 
and reduced to extremitie·; during fo advanced a feafon, thought proper to retire. 
Monrdidier was abandoned : And the Englifh and Flemings went each into their 
own country. 

FRANCE defended herfelf from the other invafions with equal f.lcility and equal 
gocd fo tune. Twelve thoufand Lanfquenets broke into Burgundy under the 
command of the count of Fuftemberg. The count of Guife; who defended 
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Chap. I lL that fror tier, had nothing to oppofe to them but fome militia, and about nine 
152 3· hundred heavy-armed cavalry. l-Ie threw the militia into the garrifon-towns; and 

with his cavalry, he kept the field, and fo harraffed the Germans, that they were 
clad to n1ake their retreat into Lorraine. Guife attacked them as they paffed the 
b 

ltJ.lian wars. 

l\1eufe, put them into diforder, and cut off the greateft part of their rear. 

THE emperor made great preparations on the fide of N avarre; and, tho' 
that frontier was well guarded by nature, it feemed now expofed to great danger 
from this powerfui invafion which threatened it. Charles befieged Fontarabia 
which had fallen a few years before into Francis's hands; and when he had drawn 
thither Lautrec, the French general, he raifed the fiege of a fudden, and fat 
down before Bayonne. Lautrec, aware of that ftratagem, made a fudden march 
and threw himfelf into Bayonne, which he defended with fuch vigour and 
cour~1ge, that the Spaniards were conftrair.ed to raife the fiege. The emperor 
would have been totally unfortunate on this fide, had he not turned back upon Fon~ 
tarabia, and, contrary to the advice of all his generals, fat down, in the winter 
feafon, before that city, well fortified and ftrongly garrifoned. The cowardice 
or mifconduet of the governor faved him the lhame of a new difappointn1ent. 
The place was furrendered in a few days ; and the emperor, having finilhed this 
enterprize, ·put his troops into winter quarters. 

• So obftinate was Francis in profecutin0o- his Italian expedition, that, notwith-
fianding thefe dangerous invafions, with which his kingdom was menaced on 
every fide, he had determined to lead in perfon a powerful army to the conqueft of 
Milan. The intelligence of Bourbon's revolt and efcape ftopped him at Lyons; and 
fearing fome infurrection in the kingJom from the intrigues of a man fo powerful 
and fo beloved, he thought it prudent to remain in France ; and to fend for .. 
ward his army, under the command of admiral Bonnivet. The dutchy of Milan 
had been purpofely left in a condition fomewhat defencelefs, with a view of al
luring Francis to attack it; and no foof!er had Bonnivet paired the Tefin, than 
the army of the league, and even Profper Colonna, who commanded it, a very 
prudent general, were in the utmofl confufion. It is agreed, that if Bonnivet 
had immediately advanced to Milan, that great city, on which the whole dutchy 
depends, would have opened its gates without refifl:ance: But ~s he wafted his 
time in frivolous enterprizes, Colonna had opporunity to reinforce the garrifon, and 
to put the place in a poflure of defence. HonniYet was now oblig"'d to attempt 
reducing the city by blockade and famine; and he took poffeffion of all the pofts, 
which commanded the paffitges to it. But the army of the leagn~, mean-wbiie, 
was not inaCtive ; and they fo ftraitened and harraffed the quarters of the French, 
that it feemed more likely the latter would themfelves periih by famine, than 
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reduce the city to that extremity. Sicknefs and fatigue and want had wailed Chap. ur .. 
them to fuch a degree, that they were ready to raife the blockade; and their 

1 5
2

~-· 
only hopes confifted in a great body of Swifs, which was levied for the fervice 
of the French king, and whofe arrival ... was every day expeCted. 

1 .. HE Swifs had in that age fo great a fuperioriry in the field above almofl: 
every other nation, and had been fo n1uch courted by a11 the great potentates of 
Europe, that they were become extreme! y capricious and haughty, and th0ught 
that the fate of kingdoms depended entirely on their affiftance r oppofition. 
Francis had promifed to this body of mercenaries, whom he had hired to join 
Bonnivet, that fo foon as they arrived in the plains of Piedmont, . the duke of 
Longueville fuould join them with four hundred lances, and conduCt thel}1 to 
the French camp : But by fome accident Longueville's march had been retarded, 
and the Swifs had been obliged to march, without the honour of being efcortcd 
by him. Offended at this neglect, as they interpreted it, they no fconer came 
within fight of the French camp, than they flopped, and inftead of joining Bon
nivet, they fent orders to a great body of their countrymen, who then ferved 
under him, immediately to begin their march, and to return home in their . 
company*. 

AFTER this defertion of the Swifs, Bonnivet had no other choice, than that of 
making his retreat, as fall: as poffible, into France. He accordingly put himfelf 
in motion for that purpofe; but the allies, who forefaw this meafure, were ready 
to fall upon his rear. The French army, however, after a fuarp action, made 
good their retreat, tho' not without confiderable lofs both in officers and pri
vate men. Among the reft, fell in this aCtion the brave chevalier Bayard, 
eftecmed in that age the model of foldiers and n1en of honour, and denomi
nated the knight without Jeer and without reJroach. When this gallant gentleman 
f. lt his wounds to be mortal, and could no longer fupport himfelf on horfe
back, he ordered his attendants to fet him under a tree, and turn his face to
'''ards the enemy, that he might die in that pofl:ure. The generals of the al
lies, and among the refl: the duke of Botirbon, came about him, and expreffed 
their concern for his prefent condition. " Pity not me," cried he to Bourbon ; 
'" I die in the difcharge of my duty : They are to be pitied alone, who fight 
" againfl: their prince and country t. 

THE French being thus expelled Italy, the pope, the Venctians, the Fio
rentines were fa isfied wi th the advantage obtained over them, and ,.-,·ere re
folved to profecute their victory no farther. All thefe powers, efpecially 
llement, had entertained a violent jealoufy of the emperor's ambition; and 

their 
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their jealoufy was extremely augmented, when they faw him refufe the in-· 
vell:iture of Mdan, a fief of the empire, to Francis Sforza, whofe title he had 
acknowledged, and whofe defence he had embraced*· They all concluded, 
that he intended to put himfelf in poifeffion of that important dutchy, and re
duce Italy to fubjection : Clement in particular, aCtuated by this jealoufy, pro· 
ceeded fo far in oppofition to the emperor, that he fent orders to his nuncio at 
London to n1ediate a reconciliation between France and England. B1:1t affairs 
were not yet fully ripe for this change. Wolfey, difgufted with the emperor, 
but fiill more aCtuated by vain-glory, was determined, that he himfelf Ihould 
have the renown of bringing about that great alteration; and he engaged the 
King to rejetl: the pope's mediation. A new treaty was even concluded between 
I-Ienry and Charles for the invafion of France. Charles ftipulated to fupply the 
duke of Bourbon with a powerful army, in order to conquer Provence and 
Dauph!ny: I-Ienry agreed to pay him a hundred thoufand crowns for the firft 
n1onth; after which, he might either chute to continue the fame monthly pay· 
n1ents, or invade Picardy with a powerful army. Bourbon was to po.ffefs thefe 
provinces with the title of King ; but to hold them in fief of Henry as King of 
France. The dutcby of Burgundy was to be given to Charlei: The reft of the 
Kingdom to I-Ienry. 

THrs chimerical partition immediately failed of execution- in the article, which 
vas moft eafily performed : Bourbon refufed to 3fknowledge Henry as King of 

France. His enterprize, however, againfl: Provence frill took place. A nu
Inerous army of imperialifis invaded that country under his command and that 
of ~be marquis of Pefcara. They laid fiege to Marfeilles, which, being weakly 
garrifoned, they expected to carry in a little time : But the burgeffes defended 
themfelves with fuch valour and obftinacy, that Bourbon and Pefcara, who 
ht ard of the French King's approach with a numerous army, found themfelves 
tmcler a neceffity of raifing the liege; and they led their forces, much weakened, 
bailled, and dilheartened, into Italy. 

FRAr\CIS might now have enjoyed in fafety the glory of repulfing all his ene
mies, in every attempr which they had hitherto made of breaking into his king
dom : But as he received intelligence, that the King of EngLwd, difcouraged 
with his formtr fruitlcfs enterprizes, and difgufted with the emperor, was mak
ing no preparations for the invafion of Picardy, his._ antient ardour feized him 
for the ccnqueft of lVIilan; and, notwithfianding the advanced feafon, he was 
immediately determined, contrary to the advice of his wifdt: coLmfellors, to lead 
his army into Italy. 

• Guicciardini, lib. 15. 
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HE paff'ed the Alps at Mount Cenis, and no fooner appeared in Piedmont, than Ch·T· H. 

he threw the whole Milanefe into confternation. There was no army in the fie ld The1kf~~ of 
able to oppofe him; and Milan ' itfelf, tho' affectionate to its duke, was not in Fr .mce in-

. .., vades ltal y. the fame pofture of defence as laft year, when blockaded by admtral Bonmvet. 
It was almoft wholly deftitute of inhabitants: Great numbers had died of the plague ; 
nnd the reft had fled into the country for fafety. Francis immediately marched 
to that city, which opened its gates to receive him. The forces of the emperor and 
Sforza fled to Lodi ; and had Francis been fo fortunate as to purfue them, they 
had abandoned that place, and had been totally diffi pated *. But his ill fate led 
him to befiege Pavia, a town of confiderable ihength, well-garrifoned, and de-
fended by Leyva, one of the braveft officers in the Spanilh fervice. Every at-
tempt, which the French king made to gain this important place, proved fruitlefs. 
He battered the walls, and made breaches; but by the vigilance of Leyva, new 
retrenchments were inftantly thrown up behind the breaches: He attempted to 
divert the courfe of the Tefin, which ran by one fide of the city, and defended 
it; but an inundation of the river deftroyed in one night all the mounds which 
the foldiers, during a long time, and with infinite pains, had been erecting. Fa-
tigue and the bad feafon (for it was now the depth of winter) had wafted the 
French army. And the more to diminilh its force, Francis, at the pope's folli-
citation, who now declared, ahnoft openly, for him, had detached a confiderable 152 5· 
body, under the duke of Albany, to invade the kingdom of Naples. The in1-
perial generals mean while were not idle. Pefcara and Lannoy, viceroy of Na-
ples, gathered forces from all quarters. Bourbon, having pawned his jewels fo r 
money, went into Germany, and by his perfonal intereft, levied twelve thoufand 
Lanfquenets, with which he joined the imperialifts. This army was advancing 
to raife the fiege of Pavia; and the danger to the French became every day more 
imminent. 

The ftate of Europe was fuch, during that age, that, partly from the want of 
commerce and induftry every where, except in Italy and the Low Countries, 
partly from the extenfive privileges ftill poffeifed by the people in all the great 
monarchies, and their frugal maxims in granting money, the revenues of the 
princes were extremely narrow, and even the fmall armies, which they kept 

011 
foot, couJd not be regularly paid by them. rrhe imperial forces, commanded 
by Bourbon, Pefcara, and Lannoy, exce~ded not twenty thoufand men ; they 
were the only body of troops maintained by the emperor (for he had not been 
able to levy any army for the invafion of France, either on the fide of Spain or 

4 Flanders 2 
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Flanders). Yet fo poor was that mighty monarch, that he could tranfmit no n1oney 
for the payment of this army; and it was chiefly the hopes of lharing the plunder 
of tl1e French camp, · which had made then1 advance, and kept them to their 
ftandards. I-Iad Francis raifed the fiege before their approach, and retired to Milan, 
they muft immediately have difperft themfelves; and he had obtained a compleat 
viB:ory, without danger or bloodf11ed. But it was the charaCter of this monarch, 
to become obftinate in proportion to the difficulties which he encountered; and 
having once .fai:l, that he would take Pavia or perilh before it, he was refolved 
rather to endure the utmoft extretnities than depart from this refolution. 

'"fHE imperial generals, after cannonading the French camp for feveral days, at 

F b 
]aft g3ve a general affault, and broke into the entrenchmen s. Leyva fallied 

25 e rnary. 
Battle of Pa- from the tovvn, and threw the beflegers into fiill greater confufion. The Swifs 
~ia! and cap- infantry, contrary to their u[ual praCtice, behaved in a daftard1y manner, and de
tlvity of 
Francis. fertcd their poft. Francis's-whole army was put to rout, and he himfelf, fur-
. rounded by his enc1nies, after fighting with the moft heroic valour, and killing 

feven men with his own hand, was at laft obliged to furrender hin1felf prifoner. 
Aim oft the whole army, full of nobility and brave officers, either perifhed by the 
fword, or were drowned in the river. The few, who efcaped with their lives, 
fell into the hands of the enemy. T'he imperial generals had fo little authority 
over thtir own troops, even after this fignal viCtory, that Lannoy, apprehenfive 
left the Lanfquenets fhould feize Francis as fecurity for the pay due to them, im
mediately removed him fr~m the camp, and fent hin1 to Pizzighitone. And· 
taking advantage of the terrors, which had feized the pope, the Florentines, the 
Duke of Ferrara, and other Italian ftates, he obliged them, tho' fecretly ene
mies, to advance money for the fubfiftence of his army. 

TIIE emperor received this news by Pennalofa, who paffed thro' France, by 

means of a f~fe-conduet, which he received from the capt: eKing. The moderation, 
which he difplaytd on this occafioa, had it been real, would have done him great 
honour. Infiead of rejoicing, he expreffed fympathy with Francis's ill fortune, 
and difcovered his 1enfe of t\'ofe calamities, to which the greateft monarchs are 
expo fed*. l-Ie refufed the city of l\1adrid permiffion to make any public ex
preffions of triumph ; and faid that he referved all his exultation till he fhould be able 
to obtain fome victory over the infidels. I-le fent orders to his frontier c;arrifons ~ 

to commit no hoflilities upon France. He fpoke of concluding immediately a 
peace on reaf?i1ab!e terms. But all this feeming equity was only -hypocrify, fo 
tnuch the m 1re dangerous, t 1at it was profound. And his foie oc<:upation was 

the 
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the forming fchemes, how, from this great incident, he might draw the utmoft 
advantage, and gratify that exorbitant ambition, by which, in all his atl:ions, he 
was wholly governed. 

THE fame Pennalofa, in paffing thro' France, carried alfo a letter from Fran
~is to his mother, whom he had left regent; and who then refided at Lyons. It 
contained only thefe few words, Madam, all is lofl, except our honour. The 
princefs was ftruck with the greatnefs of the calamity. She faw the kingdom 
without a fovereign, without an army, wirhout generals, without money ; fur
rounded on every hand by implacable and vitl:orious enemies : And her foie re
fource, in her prefent diftreffes, was the hope, which fhe entertained, of peace 
and even of affiftance from the King of England. 

HAD the King entered into the war againft France from any concerted political 
views, it is evident, that the victory of Pavia, and the captivity of Francis, 
were the moft fortunate incidents which could have befallen him, and the only 
ones which could render his fchemes effectual. vVhile the war was carried on in 
the former feeble manner, without any decifive advantage, he might have been 
able to poffefs himfelf of fome frontier towns, or perhaps of a fmall territo
ry, which he could not keep poffeffion of, without expending much more than 
its value. By fome great calamity alone, which annihilated the power of France, 
could he hope to acquire the dominion of confiderable provinces, or difmember 
that mighty monarchy, fo affectionate to its own government and its own fovereigns. 
But as it is probable, that Henry had never before carried his refletl:ions fo far; 
he was ftartled at this important event, and became fenfible of his own danger, as 
well as that of all Europe, from the lofs of a proper counterpoife to the great 

Chap. III. 
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power of Charles. lnftead of taking advantage, therefore, of the diftreffed bHenry em-
1 

h d . d ] d h h. ffi ft . I fc races the a -condition of France, e was etermme to en er ts a 1 .. ance m 1er pre ent liance of 
calamities; and as the glory of generofity, in raiflng a fallen enemy, concurred France. 
with h1s political interefts, he hefitated the lefs in embracing thefe new meafures. 

SoME difgufts alfo had previou£1 y taken place between Charles and Henry, and ftill 
more between Charles and vVolfey ; and that powerful minifrer waited only a fa
vourable opportunity of revenging the difappointments, which he had met with. 
The beh1viour of Charles. immediately after' the victory of Pavia, gave him 
occalion to revive the King's jealoufy and fufpicions of his ally. The emperor 
fupported fo ill the appearance of moderation, which he at firft affumed, that he 
had already changed his ufuai ftile to enry; and inftead of writing to him with 
his O\Vn hand, and fubfcribing himfelf your affectionate fon and coufin; he dictated 
his letters to his fecretary, and fimply fubfcribed himfelf Chariest. Wolfey alfo 

T percei v.ed 
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Ch~p. ur. perceived a diminution in the careffes and profeffions, with which the emperor'S 
•szs. letters to him were ufually loaded; and this laft imprudence, proceeding from 

the intoxication of fuccefs, was probably mGre dangerous to Charles's interefci 
than the other. 

HENRY, tho' determined to embrace new meafures, was careful to fave appear
ances in the change; and he caufed rejoicings- to be every where made on account· 
ef the victory of Pavia, and the captivity of Francis. He publicly difmiifed Ja , 
French envoy,. whom he had formerly allowed, notwithftanding tlie war; to re• 
fide at London :f:: But upon the regent's fubmiffive applications to him, he 
again opened a correfpondence with her ; and bdides affuring her of his friend..: 
fhip and protection, he exacted a· promife; thar- fhe never would confent to the 
difmembering any province of the monarchy for her fon's ranfom. With- tne 
emperor, however, he put on the appearance of vigour and. enterprize; and hi 
order to have a pretence for breaking with him,-- he difpatcheJ Tonftal, bilhop 
of London, to. Madrid, with propofals· for: a· powerful·invafion of France. He 
required, that Charles ihould immediately enter. Guienne at the head of a great 
army, in order to put hin1 in ·poffeffion of that pr-ovince; and· he ·demanded the 
payment of large fums of money, . which that prince had borrowed fron1 him in 
his laft vifit at London. He k,new, that ' the emperor. was in no condition of exe
cuting either of thefe conditions·; and that· he· ·had as little inclination to make 
him mafter of fuch confiderable territories upon the frontiers -of Spain. 

ToNsT AL likewife informed him, that Charles, on his part, wanted not corn• 
plaints againfl: England; and in particular was · difpleafed with ·· Henry, becaufe 
laft year he had neither continued his monthly· payments to Bourbon, nor invaded 
Picardy, according . to his ftipulations; · that, inftead of expreffihg his intentions 
to efpoufe Mary, when fhe ihould be marriageable, he · had hearkened to 
propofals, for marrying his niece !fabella, princefs of Portugal; and that ·he 
had entered into a feparate t1 eaty with Francis, and feemed determined to reap 
alone all the advantages of the fuccefs, with which fortune had crowned his 
arms. 

THE King, influenced by all thefe metives, concluded ; at ·Moore his allianc~ 
3o Augufl:. with the regent, and engaged to procure Franc is his, liberty on reafonable condi· 

tions *: The regent alfo, in another treaty, acknowledged , the kingdom to be 
Henry's debtor for one m llion eight hundred thoufand crowns, to be difcharged in 
h,1lf yearly payments of fifty thou.Glnd c-rowns : After which, Henry was to re-

t Du Bell ay, Liv. 3· Stow. p. zz I. Baker, p. 27 3• 
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ceive during his own life, a yearly penfion of a hundred thoufand crowns. Not- Chap. JJf. 

withfl:anding · his generofity, he could not forbear taking advantage of the ea la- 1
52S· 

mitous fituation of France, in order to exact this lucrative condition from her. 
A large prefent of a hundred thoufand crowns was alfo made Wolfey, for his 
good offices, but covered under the pretence of arrears due on the penfion grant~ 
ed him for rclinquifhing the adminiftration of Tournay. 

MEANWHILE, as Henry forefaw, that this treaty with France might involve 
him in a war with the emperor, he was alfo determined to fill his treafury by im
pofitions upon his own fubjeB:s; and as the parliament haci dilcovered fome re
luctance in complying with his demands, he followed the advice of Wolfey, and 
refolved to make ufe of his prerogative alone for that purpofe. He iffued out 
commiffions to all the counties of England, for levying four !billings in the 
pound from the clergy, three !billings and four pence from the laity ; and fo un- ~ifc~ntell~ ,f 
controulable did he deem his authority, that he took no care to cover, as former- t e ng • 

ly, this arbitrary exaB:ion, even under the flender pretence of a loan. But he foon 
found, that he had prefumed too far on the paffive fubmiffion of his fubjeCl:s. 
The people, difpleafed with an exaction beyond what was ufually levied in thofe 
days, but ftill more difgufted with the illegal method of impofing it, broke out in 
murmurs, complaints, oppofition to the commiffioners ; and their refractory dif-
pofition even threatened a general infurrection. Henry had the prudence to ftop 
fhort, in that dangerous path, into which he had entered. He fent letters to 
all the counties; declaring, that he meant no force by this laft impofition, and 
that he would take nothing of his fubjects but by way of benevolence. He flatter-
ed himfelf, that his conde{cenfion in employing that difguife would fatisfy the 
people, and that no one would dare to render himfelf obnoxious to royal autho-
rity, by refufing any payment required of him in this manner. But the fpirit of 
oppofition was once roufed, and could not fo eafily be quieted at pleafure. A 
lawyer in the city objeB:ing the ftatute of Richard the third, by which tenevo-
lences were for ever abolifbed, it was replied by the court, that Richard being an 
ufurper, and his Parliaments factious affemblies, his ftatutes could not bind a law-
ful and abfolute monarch, who held his crown by hereditary right, and needed 
not to court the favour of a licentious populace+. The judges even went fo far 
as to affirm pofiiively, that the King might exact by commiffion any fum whicl1 
he pleafed; and the privy council gave a ready affent to this decree, which ann~i-
hilated the moft valuable privilege of the people, and rendered all their other 
privileges precarious. .Armed with fuch formidable authority, of royal preroga-
tive and a pr-etext of law, \Volfey fent for the mayor of London, and defired to 

]' 2 know 

t Hetbcrt,' IIall. 
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Chap. III. know what he was willing to give for the fupply of his majefty's neceffities. 
152,5· The mayor feemed defirous, before he fhould declare himfelf, to co ·1fult the 

common council; but the cardinal required~ that he and all the a ldermen Ihould 

feparately confer with himfelf about the benevolence; and he eluded by that 

means the danger of a formed oppofition. Matter~ , however, went not fo fmooth

ly in the country. An infurred:ion was begun in fome places; but as the people 

were not headed by any conGderable perfon, it was eafy for the duke of Suffolk, 
and the earl of Surrey, now duke of Norfolk, by employing perfuafion and au

thority, to induce the ringleaders to lay down their arms, and furrender them
felves prifoners. The king, finding it dangerous to punifh criminals, engaged 

in fo popular a caufe, was determined, notwithftanding his violent, imperious 
temper, to grant them a general pardon ; and he very prudently imputed their 
guilt, not to their want of loyalty or affection, but to their poverty. The offen
ders were brought before the frar-chamber ; where, after a fevere charge laid 

againft them by the King's council, the cardinal faid, '' That, notwithftanding 

" their grievous offences, the King, in confideration of their neceffities, had 

" granted them his grac;ous pardon, upon condition, that they would give in 

" fureties for their future good behaviour.'' But they replying, that they had 

no fureties,. the cardinal firft, and after him the duke of Norfolk, faid, that 

they would ftand bound for them. Upon which they were difcharged :f:. 
THESE arbitrary impofitions, being generally imputed to the cardinal's coun

fels, increafed the general odium, under which he laboured; and the clemency 
of the pardon, being afcribed t€> the King, was confidered as an atonement on 

his part for the illegality of the meafure. But Wolfey, fupported both by royal and 

papal authority, proceeded, without fcruple, to violate all ecclefiaftical privileges, 
which, during that age, were much more facred than civil; and having once pre

vailed in that unufual attempt 0f fuppreffing fome monafteries~ he kept all the reft 

1n awe, and exercifed over them the moft arbitrary jurifdiB:ion. By his commif .. 

_ .fion as legate, he was impowered to vifit them, and reform them, and chaftife· 

their irregularities ; and he employed his ufual agent, Alien, in the exercife of 

this authority. The religious houfes were obliged to compound for their guilt, 
real or pretended, by giving large fums to the cardinal or his deputy; and this 
oppreffion was carried fo far, that it reached at laft the King's ear~, which wer~ 

not commonly open to complaints againft his favourite. He reproved Wolfey 
in fevere terms, which rendered him, if not more innocent, at leaft more cauti

t>US for the fut~re. That hau~hty minifter had buiJt a fplendid palace at Hamp-
on-court, wh1ch he probably mtended, as well as that of York-place in Weft-

minfter, 

:t Herbert, HalJ, Stow, 525. Hollinfued, p. 89-f. 
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n1infi:er,. for his own ufe ; but fearin~ the increafe of envy on account of this ( hap. nr. 
magnificence, and defirous to app~-a , the K~ng, he made him a prefent of that 1 szs. 
building, and told him, that, from the firft, be had erecttd it for his fervice. 

THE abfolute authority, po.ffeffcd by the King, rendered his dom.dl:ic go· 
vernment, both over his people and his miniHers, eafy and expedi ious : The 
conduct of foreign affairs alone requ:rcd effort and application; and they were 
now brought to fuch a pafs, that it was no longer fafe for England to be entirely 
neutral. The feigned mo .. Jeration of the emperor was of very fhort date ; and 
it wa foon obvi<.,us to all the world, that his great dominions, far from gra
tifying his ambition, were only regarded as the means of acquiring an emp:re 
more exrenfive. The terms, propofed by him to his prifoner, were fuch as' 
muft have for ever annihilated the power of France, and defl:royed the ballance 
of Europe. He required, that that monarch fhould refl:ore to him the 
dutchy of Burgundy, ufurped, as he pretended, by Lewis the eleventh upon his 
anceftors ; that he ihould yield Provence and Dauphiny to the duke of Bourbon, to 
be poffeffed by him in full fovereignty, without fief or homage to the 
crown of France ; that he fhould fatisfy the King of England with regard to the 
provinces, which thac prince claimed as his inheritance; and that he fhould re
nounce all title to Naples, Milan, Genoa, or any territory in Italy*. 

THESE demands were propo!ed to Francis, foon after the battle of Pavia, 
while he was detained in Pizzighitone ; and as he had hitherto trufted fomewhat 
to the emperor'~ generofity, d1e difappointment excited in his breaft the moft 
]ively indignation. He faid, that he would rather live and die a prifoner than 
agree to difmember his kingdom; and that, even were he fo bafe as to fubmit to 
fuch terms, his fubjetl:s would never permit him to carry them into execution. 
The offers which he tnade for obtaining his liberty, were, that he would renounce 
all claims in Italy, that he would affift the emperor in recovering the territories 
ufurped upon the empire by the Venetians, that he ihould relinquifh the homage 
due by the emperor for Artois and Flanders, that he would marry Eleonora the 
emperor's fifier, (for he was now a widower) and acknowledge the dutchy of 
Burgundy to be poffeffed as her dowry; and to be inherited by her children t. 

FRANC IS was encouraged to per.Gft in thefe offers, by the favourable accounts, 
which he heard of Henry's difpo.Gtions towarch him, and of the alarms which 
had feized all the chief powers in Italy, upon his defeat and captivity. He was F . 

ranCis re-
uneafy, however, to be fo far diftant from the emperor with w horn he muft treat; moved to 

and he deflred to be removed to Madrid, in hopes that a perfonal intaview would Madrid. 

operate much in his favour, and that Charles, if not influenced by h.is rninifters, 
might 

· Guicciardini, lib. r6. t De Vera Hill:. de Charles V. 
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C~1;~~~II. might be found poffeffed of the f.une franknefs of difpofition, by which he him
felf was diftinguifhed. He was foon convinced of his miftake. rrhe emperor, 
under pretence of an affembly of the ftat~s at Toledo, kept, during fome time, 
at a diftance from him; and even . after they broke up, delayed his vifit to the 
captive King; feigning a del.cacy in that particular, as if his company, in the 
prefent fituation of affairs, before .any terms were agreed on, would be regarded 
as an infult upon the royal prifoner. Franc is, partly from want of exercife, 

. partly from reflections on his prefent melancholy fituation, fell into a languifhing 
illnefs ; which begot apprehenfions in Charlfs, left the death of his captive 
!hould bereave him of all thofe advantages, which he propofed to extort from 
him. He then paid him a vifit in the caftle of Madrid ; and as he approached 
the bed in which Francis was laid, the fick monarch called to him, " You come, 
" Sir, to vifit your prifoner." " No," replied the emperor, " I come to vifit 
'' my brother, and my friend, who lhall foon obtain his liberty." He foothed 
his affliCtion with many fpeeches of a like nature, which had fo good an effect, 
that the King daily recovered t ; and thenceforth employed himfelf in concer.t· 
ing with the minifters of the emperor, the terms of his treaty. 

WHILE this negociation advanced fiowly, fortune threw into the emperor~s 
hands a new opportunity of aggrandizing his dominions in Italy. Francis Sforza, 
impatient that his inveftiture of Milan lhould fo long be delayed, and that even 
after it was.granted, it !hould be encumbered with many exorbitant conditions, 
had endeavoured to feduce Pefcara, the imperial general, from his fidelity, and to 

engage him in a confpiracy aga1nft his mafter. Pefcara feigned to enter into the 
defign; but having revealed the whole contrivance, he received orders to take 
poffeffion of the Milanefe ; and Charles made no fecret of h:s intention to try 
Sforza and forfeit his fief, on account of the treafon, which he had committed 
againft his liege-lord and fovereign *. This incident retained the Italian powers 
in clofer union with France; and the emperor., by grilfping too much, found 
himfelf in danger of lofing all his advantages. His apprehenfions were in
creafed, ""hen he heard, that Francis had fent a refignation of his crowJJ to the 
ret;ent, and had defired that the dauphin might be crowned King ·; orders, 
\V hich, tho' they were not obeyed, 1bewed his determined refolution neve.r to 
fubmit to the unreafon.1ble t~.rms required of him. The chief difficulty of the 
treaty was now reduced to the dutchy of Burgundy; and even that terrirory3 

Fr;ancis had agreed to yield, but he ftiH infifled on firH: recovering his liberty .. 
A ll rnutual confidence was lolt between the princes; and each .feared., left ad· 

vantage 

.t: Herbert, De Vera, Sandoval. "" G uiccianl.ini, lio. r 6 . 
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vantaCYe {b.ould be. taken ·of hi.s fimplicity, fhould he firft ·execute his part of the Chap. HI. t:) 

treaty. 

AT hfl: the emp:eror was willing ,to relax -of his rigour in this particular; and /526. 
. fi d b h' h · h d d ld b fi If ;.~anuary. the treaty of Madrid was 1gne , y w 1c , It was ope , an en wou e 1-

nally put to th'e differences between thefe two great monarchs. The principal con-
dition was the reftoring of Francis's liberty, and the delivery of his two eldeft 
f6ns as hoftages to the emperor for the reftitution of Burgundy : If any 
djfficulty fhould afterwards occur in the execution of this article, with regard to 
Burgundy, from the opppfi.tiGn ' of the Jlates; either of France or of that pro
vince, Francis ftip.ulated, that in fix_.weeks time, he 1hou1d return to his prifon, 
and remain there till the full performance of the treaty. There were many other 
articles in. this famous convention, all of them· rigorous and fevere to the lafl: do-
gree againh: the captive monarch; and Charles di!covered evidently his intention 
of reducing Italy, as well as France, to .fubjeEtion and dependance. 

MANY of.Charles's minifters fore fa w, that 'FraPcis, however folemn the oaths, 
promifes, and proteftations exacted of him, never would execute a treaty, which 
was fo difadvantageous, or rather ruinous and deftructive, to himfeJf, his pofl:~
rity, and his country. By putting_ Burgtmdy into the emperor's hands, he gave 
his powerful enemy an entrance into the heart of the kingdom : By facrificing 
his allies in Italy, he deprived. himfelf of all foreign affi!tance; and arming his 
oppreffor with the whole force and riches of that opulent country, rendered him 
abfolutely irrefifrable. 'ro thefegreat views of interefr, were added the motives, . 
no lefs cogent, of paffion and refentment; while Francis, a prince, who piqued 
himfelf on generofity, reflected on the rigor with which ~e had been treated dllr
ing his captivity, and the crue] terms which had been exacted of him for the re
covery of his freedom. It was alfo forefeen, that the emulation and rivalfhip, 
which had fo long fubfifted between thefe two ·monarchs, would make him feel 
the ftrongeft reluctance on yielding .the fuperiority to an antagonift, who, by the 
whole tenor of his conduCt, he would be apt to think, had fhown himfelf fo 
Jittle worthy of that advantage, which fortune, and fortune alone, had put into 
his hands. His minifters, his f1 iends, his fubjects, his allies, with Ol)e voice, 
would be fure to fuggeil: to him, that the firft obje :t of a prince, was the pre
fervation of his people; and that the laws of honour, which with a pri\7 ate man 
ought to be abfolutely fupreme, and fuperior to all inrerefts, were with a fovercign 
fubordinate to the great duty of enfuring the fafcty of his country. Nor could 
it ·be imagined, that F rancis would be fo romantic in his principles, as not to 
hearken to a cafuiflry,. which was fo plaufib1e in itfelf, and which fo much flat-

4 ; rered . 
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Chap. Ill. tPred all the paffions, by which, both as a prince and a man, he was ftrongly ac. 
1526• tuated~ 

18th March. 

Francis re
covers his 
liberty. 

SucH was the reafoning of feveral of Charles's minifi:ers, particularly of Gat
tinara, his chancellor*, who counfel1ed him to treat Francis wi th n1ore gene .. 
rofity, and to give him his liberty on fuch terms, as would engage him, not by 
the feeble band of treaties, but by the more forcible tye of honQur, to a ftrid and 
faithful performance. But the emperor's avidity prevented him from following 
this wifer and more honourable council ; at the fame time, that the profpect of · 
a general combination of Europe hindered him from detaining Francis in captivity, 
and taking advantage of the confufions, which his abfence muft neceffarily oc
cafion in his kingdom. Still fufpicious, however, of the fincerity of his prifoner, 
he took an opportunity, before they parted, of afking him, privately and as a 
friend, whether he feriouily intended to execute the treaty of Madrid; proteft
ing, that, in all cafes, he was firmly determined to reftore him to his liberty, 
and that the profpeCl: of obtaining this advantage needed no longer engage him 
to diffemble. Francis was too well acquainted with Charles's character to truil: 
to the fincerit~ of this proteftation ;. and therefore renewed his affurances of fide
lity, and a ftrict obfervance of his word. 1 he emperor replied, that Francis 
was now his beft friend and ally ; but if he fhould afterwards break his engage
ments, which he could not fufpect, he fhould think himfelf entitled to reproach 
him with a conduct fo bafe and unworthy : ·And on thefe terms the two monarchs 
parted. 

FR ANCis, on entering into his own dominions, delivered his two eldeft fans as 
hoftages into the hands of the Spaniards. He mounted a Turkifh horfe, and imme
diately putting him to the gallop, he waved his hand over his head, and cried aloud 
feveral times, I am yet a King. He foon reached Bayonne, where he was joyfully 
received by th~ regent and his whole court. He immediately wrote to Henry; 
acknow !edging that to his good offices alone he owed his liberty, and protefting, 
that he fhould be entirely governed by his councils in all tranfactions with the 
.emperor. When the Spaniih envoy demanded his ratification of the treaty of 
Madrid, now that he had flllly recovered his liberty, he wavtd the propofal ; 
under colour, that it was neceffary to affemble previoufly the States both of 
France and of Burgundy,. and obtain their confent. The States of Burgundy 
foon met; and declaring againfi: the claufe, which contained an engagement of 
alienating thtir province, they rxpreffed th ir refolution of oppofing, even by 
force of arms, the execution of fo ruinous and unjuft an article. The imperial 
minifter then required, that Francis, in conformity to the treaty of Madrid, 

3 1hould 
• Guicciardini, lib. 16. 
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fl1ould now return to his prifon ; but the French monarch, inftead of com- Chap. Ill. 

· pliance, made public the treaty, which, a little before, he had fecretly con- 1 526• 
eluded at Cognac, againft the ambitious fchemes and ufurpations of the em- zzd May. 

peror *. 
THE pope, the Venetians, and other Italian ftates, who were deeply interefted 

in thefe events, had been held in the moil: anxious fufpence with regard to the 
refolutions, which Francis £hould take, after the recovery of his liberty ; and 
Clement, who fufpected, that that prince would never execute a treaty fo hurtful 
to his intereils, and even deftructive of his independancy, had very frankly of
fered him a difpenfation from all his oaths and engagements. Francis remained 
not in fufpence; but entered immediately into the confederacy propofed to him. 
It was ftipulated, between that King, the pope, the Venetians, the Swifs, the 
Florentines, the duke of Milan, among other articles, that they \Vould oblige the 
emperor to deliver up the two young princes of France on receiving a fuitable 
fum of money; and that he would reftore Milan to Sforza, without farther con
ditions or incumbrances. The King of England was invited to accede, not only 
as a contracting party, but alfo as protector of the holy league, fo it was called : 
And if Naples ihould be conquered from the emperor, in profecution of this 
confederacy, it was agreed, that Henry fhould enjoy a principality of the yearly 
revenue of 3o,ooo ducats : And that cardinal W olfey, in confideration of the 
fervices, which he had rendered to chriftendom, fhm.1ld alfo, in fuch an event, 
be put in poifeffion of a yearly revenue of 1 o,ooo ducats. $ 

FRANCIS was extremely defirous, that the appearance of this great confederacy 
fuould engage the emperor to relax fomt.what of the extreme rigour of the treaty 
of Madrid; and while he entertained thefe hopes, he was the more remifs in his 
warlike preparations, nor did he fend in due time reinforcements to his allies in 
Italy. Bourbon had got poffeffion of the whole l\1ilanefe, of which the emperor 
intended to grant him the inveftiture; and having levied a confiderable army in 1 527 ... 
Germany, he became formidable to all the Italian potentates; and not the lefs 
fo, that Charles, deftitute of money, had not been able to remit any pay to the 
forces. The general was extremely beloved by his troops ; and in order to pre-
vent thofe mutinies which were ready to break out every moment, and which 
their affeCtion alone for him had hitherto reftrainec, he led them to Rome, and 
promifed to enrich them by the plunder of that opulent city. l-Ie was himfelf 6th May. 
killed, as he was planting a ladder to fcale the walls ; but his foldiers, rather 
enraged than difcouraged by his death, mounted to the affault with the utmoft k fR 

. ,ac o ome. 
valour, and entering the city, fword in hand, exercifed all thofe brutahties, 

U which 
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which may be expeCled from ferocity excited by refiftance, and from infolence 
which takes place when that refiftance is no more. Thut renowned city ,'expo fed 
by her renown alone to fo many calamities, never endured in any age even f1om 
the barbarians, by whom fhe was often fubdued, fuch indignities as ihe was now 
conftrained to fuffer. The unreftrained ma.ffacre and pil:age, which continued 
for feveral days, were the leaft ills, to which the unhappy Romans were ex
pofed *. Whatever was refpetlable in rnoddl:y or facred in religion feemed but 
the more to provoke the infults of the foldiery. Virgins fuffered violation in 
the arms of their parents, and upon thofe very altars, to which they had fled 
for proteB:ion. Aged prelates~ after enduring every indignity, and even every 
tortur~, were thrown into dungeons, and menaced each moment with the moft 
~rue! death, in order to engage them to,reveal th6ir fecrct trearures, or purchafe 
liberty by exorbitant ranfoms. Clement himfelf, who had trufted for proteCtion , 
to the facrednefs of his charaCter, and neglected to make his efcape in time, was 
taken captive, and found that his dignity, which procured him no regard from 
the Spanifh foldiers, dtd but draw on him the infolent moquery of the German, 
who, being generally attached' to the Lutheran principles, were pleafed to gratify 
their animofity by the abafement of the fovereign pontiff. · 

WHEN intelligence of this great event was conveyed to the emperor, that you1g 
prince, habituated to hypocrify, expreffed the moft profound farrow for the fuc
cefs of his arms : He put himfelf and all his court into mourning : He ftopped 
the rejoicings for the.:birth of his fon Philip: And knowing that every artifice, 
however grofs, is able, when feconded by authority, to impofe upon the people, 
he ordered prayers, during feveral months, to be put up in all the churches for 
the Pope's liberty ; an event, which, all men knew, a letter under his hand 
could in a moment have procured. 

THE concern, exprelfed by Henry and Francis for the calamity of their ally, 
was much more fincere. Thefe two monarchs, a few days before the fack of 
Rome, had concluded a treaty tat We!lrninfter, in which, befides renewing 
former alliances, they agreed to fend amba.ffadors to Charles, requiring him to 
accept of two millions of crowns as the ranfom of the French princes, and to 
re ray the money, borrowed of Henry; and in cafe of refufal, the ambaffadors,. 
attended with heralds, were to denounce war againft him. This war, it was 
agreed to profec~te in the Low Countries, with an army of thirty thoufand in
fantry and fifteen hundred men at arms, two thirds to be fupplied by Francis, 
the reft by Henry. And in order to ftrengthen the alliance between the princes, 
it was ftipul~ted, that either .Francis or his fon, the duke of Orleans, as lhould 

afterwards 
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afterwards be agreed on, fhould efpoufe the princefs Mary, Henry's daughter. No Chap. JIT. 
fooner did the monarchs receive intelligence of Bourbon's enterprize, than they 1

5 z7. 

changed, by a new treaty, the fccne of the projeCted war from the Netherlands 2 9th May. 
to Italy; and hearing of the pope's captivity, they were farther ftimulated to 
undertake the war with vigour for the refl:oring his liberty. Wolfey himfelf 
croffed the feas, in order to have an interview with Francis, and to concert 

1 1 meafures for that purrofe; and he difp1ayed all that grandeur and magn!ficence, 1 
It 

1 Ju Y• 
with which he was intoxicated. He was attended with a train of a thoufand 
horfe. The cardinal of Lorraine,. and the chancellor Alan~on, met him at Bou-
logne: Francis himfelf, befides granting to that haughty prelate the power of 
giving in every place, where he came, liberty to all prifoners, made a journey as far • 
as Amiens to meet him, and even advanced fome miles from the town, the 1nore 
to honour his reception. It was here ftipulated, that the duke of Orleans fhould 
efpoufe the princefs Mary; and as ihe emperor feemed to be taking fome fteps 
towards aifembling a general council, the two monarchs agreed not to acknow-
le9ge it, but, during the interval of the pope's captivity, to govern the churches 
in their dominions, each by his own authority. W olfey made fome attempts to 
get his legantine power extended into France, and even into Germany; but find-
ing his efforts fruitlefs, he was obliged, tho' with great reluctance, to defift from 
thefe ambitious enterprizes :f:. 

THE more to cement the union between thefe princes, a new treaty was, fome 18th Septem. 
time af.ter, concluded at London; in which Henry agreed to renounce for ever her. 

all claims upon the crown of France ; claims, which might now indeed be 
efteemed chimerical, but which often ferved as a pretence for exciting the un· 
wary Engli1h to wage war upon the French monarchy. As a return for this 
conceffion, Francis bound himfelf and his fucceffors to pay for ever fifty thoufand League with 
crowns a year to Henry and his fucccffors ; and that a greater folemnity might France. 

be given to this treaty, it was agreed, that the Parliaments and great nobility of 
both kingdoms fhould give their confent to it. The marefchal Montmorency, 
accompanied with many perfons of difiinction, and attended by a pompous equi-
page, was fent over to ratify the treaty; and was received at London with all 
the parade, which fuited the folemnity of the occafion. The terror of the emperor's 
greatnefs had entirely extinguifhed the antient animofity between the nations; and 
Spain, during more than a century, became, tho' a more diftant power, the 
chief object of jealoufy to the Englilh. 

THIS appearance of a cordial union between France and England, tho' ic 
added influence to the joint embaify which they fent to the emperor, was not 

U 2 able 
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able to tend that ambitious monarch to fubmit entirely to the conditions infifl:ed on 
by the allies. He departed indeed from his demand of Burgundy as the ranfom of 
the French princes; but he required, previoufly to their recovery of liberty, that 
Francis fhould evacuate Genoa, and all the fortreffes held by him in Italy : And he 
declare( his intention of bringing Sforza to a trial, and confifcating the dutchy 
of Milan, on account of his pretended treafon. The Englifh and French he
ralc\s, t1erefore, according to agreement, declared war againft him, and fet him 
at defiance. Charles anfwered the Englifh herald with moderation ; but to the 
French, he reproached his mafter with breach of faith, remembered him of the 
private converfation which had paffed between them at Madrid before their fe~ 

paration, and offered to prove by fingJe combat, that that monarch had acted 
difhonollrably. Francis retaliated this challenge by giving Charles the lie; and, 
after demanding fecurity of the field, he offered to maintain his caufe by fingle 
combat. Many meffages paffed to and fro between them ; but tho' both the 
princes vyere undoubtedly brave, the intended duel never took place. The 
French and Spaniards, during that age, difputed zealoufly which of the monarchs 
incurred the blame of this failure; but all men of moderation every where la
mented the power of fortune, that the prince the more candid, generous, and 
fincere, fhould, by unhappy incidents, have been reduced to that cruel fituation, 
that nothing but the breach of his word could preferve his people, and that he 
rnuft ever after, without being able to make a proper reply, bear to be reproached 
with th[s infidelity by a rival,. inferior to him both in honour and in virtue. 

BuT tho' this famous challenge between Charles and Francis had no imme
diate ccnfequences with regard to thefe monarchs themfelves, it produced a con
fiderable alteration on the manners of the age. The practice of challenges and 
duels, which had been part of the antient bat barous jurifprudence, which was 
ftill preferved on very folemn occafions, anrl which was even countenanced by the 
civil magiftrate, began thenceforth to prevail on the moft trivial occafions ; and 
men, on any affront or injury, thought themfelves entitled, or even required in honour, 
to take private revenges on their enemies, by vindicating their right in fingle 
combat. Thefe abfurd, tho' generous maxims, 1hed much of the beft blood in 
chriftendom during more than two centuries ; and notwithftanding the feverity of 
law, fuch is the prevailing force of cuftom, they are far from being as yet en~ 
tirely exploded. 

C H A P. 
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C H A P. IV. 

Scruples concerning the K£ng's marriage.-The King enters into theft 
fcruples.-Anne Boleyn.--Henry applies to the pope for a divorce. 
-:r'he pope favourable.--'l'he emperor threatens him.--'I'be 
pope's ambiguous conduct.--'I'he caz!fe evoked to Rome.--1/'o!fey's 
jall.--Commencement of the reformation in England~--Furei'gn 
ajfai'rs.-lf7o!Je;''s death.--A Parli'ament.--Progrefs of the 
riformation.--A Parliament.-Ki'ng's final breach with Rome. 
-A Parliament. 

N Otwithftanding the fubmiffive deference, paid to the papal authority be- Chap. IV. 

fore the reformation, the marriage of Henry the eighth with Catberine 15 2 7· 

of Arragon, his brother's widow, had not paifed, without much fcrupe and Scruples con

difficulty. The prejudices of the people were in general bent againft a co1jugal ~~ni?g the 

union between fuch near relations; and the late King, tho' he had folenmized ri~~~. 
5 

mar

the efpoufals, when his fon was but twelve years of age, gave evident proofs of 
his intention to take afterwards a proper opportunity of annulling them *. He 

ordered the young prince, fo foon as he came of age, to enter a protelation 
againft the marriage t; and on his death-bed he charged him, as his laft hj unc-

tion, not to finifh an alliance, fo unufual and expofed to fuch infuperabe ob-

jeB:ions. After the King's acceffion, fome members of the Privy Council. par-

ticularly Warham, the primate, openly declared againft the refolution taken, 

of compleating the marriage; and tho' Henry's youth and diffipation kept him, 
during fome time-, from entertaining any fcruples with regard to the rreafure 
which he had embraced, there happened incidents, fufficient to rouze .Hs at-
tention, and to inform him of the fentiments, generally entertained on th~t fub-

ject. The ftates of Caftile had oppofed the emperor, Charles's, efpoufals with 

Mary, Henry's daughter; and among other objections, had much infifhd on 

the illegitimate birth of the young princefs :J:. And when the negotiations were 

arterwards opened with France, and mention was made of betrothing her to 

Francis or the duke of Orleans, the biihop of Tarbe, the French amba:fador, 
revived 

• Morifon's Apomaxis, p. 13. t Morifon, p. 13. Heylin's ~een Mary, p. 2. l Lord Herbert~ 
Fiddes's life of Wolfey. 
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Chap. IV. revived the fame objeCtion*. But tho' thefe events naturally raifed fome doubts 
152 7· in Henry's mind, there concurred other caufes, which tended much to fortify 

his remorfeJ and render his confcience more fcrupulous. 
THE queen was older than the King by no lefs than .fix years; and the decay 

· The King en- of her beauty too-ether with particular infirmities and difeafes, had contributed, 
ters in to thefe . . ' 

0 
, d h r 

r. 1 notwithftandmo- her blamelefs cnaratl:er and deportment, to ren er er penon ,crup es. b 

unacceptable to him. Tho' fi1e had borne him feveral children, they all died in 
early infancy, except one daughter ; and he was the more ftruck with this m if
fortune, that the curfe of being childlefs is the very threatening, contained in 
the Mofaicallaw agairift thofe who efpoufe their brother's widow. The King 
was aB:uated by a fl:rong defire of having male iffue: With a view to that 
end, it is believed, more than fron1 defire towards other gratification, he had, 
a few years before this period, n1ade addrelfes to a young lady, Catherine, 
daughter of Sir John Blount; and when ilie bore him a fon, he expreffed the 
higheft fatisfaction, and immediately created him duke of Richmond. The fuc
ceffion of the crown too was a confidcration, that occurred to every one, when
ever the law fulnefs of Henry's marriage was queftioned ; and it was apprehended, 
that, if doubts of Mary's legitimacy concurred with the weaknefs of her fex, 
the King of Scots, the next heir, would certainly advance his own pretenfions, and 
throw the kingdom into confufion. The evils, as yet recent, of civil wars and 
convulfions, ar1fing fron1 a difputed title, made great impreffion on the ·minds of 
men, and rendered the people univerfally defirous of any eve~t, which might obvi
ate fo irreparable a calamity. And the King was thus impelled, both by his 
private paffions, and by motives of public intereft, to feek the diffolution of ·his 
inaufpicious, and, as it was efteemed, unlawful marriage with Catherine. 

HENRY afterwards affirmed, that his fcruples of confcier.ce arofe entirely from 
private reflection ; and that on conful ting his confeffor, the bifhop of Lincoln, 
he found that prelate poffeffed with the fame doubts and difficulties. The King 
himfelf, being fo great a cafuift and a divine, proceeded then to examine the 
quefrion more carefully by his own learning and ftudy ; and having had recourfe 
to Thon1as of Aquine, he obferved that this celebrated doctor, whofe authority 
was great in the church and abfolute with him, had treated of that very cafe, 
and had exprefsly declared againfl: the Jawfulnefs of fuch marriages t. The pro
hibitions, faid Thomas, contained in Leviticus, and among the reft, that of 
n1arrying a brother's widow, are moral, eternal, and founded on a divine fanction; 
and tho' the pope may difpenfe with the rules of the church, the laws of God 
cannot be fet afide by any authority lefs than that which enacted them. The 

archbi·lhop 
• Rymer, xrv. 192, 203. Heylin, p. 3: t Burnet, Fiddes. 
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archbifhop of Canterbury was next applied to; and he was required to confult Chap. IV. 
his brethren : A 11 the prelates of England, except Fifher, bi!hop of Rochefter, 15 2 7· 
declared unanimoufly, under their h~md and feal, that they deemed the King's 
marriage unlawful *. Wolfey alfo fortified the King's fcruples t, partly with 
a view of pron1oting a total breach with the emperor, Catherine's nephew, partly 
defirous of con: ecting the King 1nore clofely with Francis, by marrying him to 
the dutchefs of Alen~on, fifter to that monarch ; and perhaps too fomewhat 
difgufted with the queen herfelf, who had reproved him for certain freedoms, 
unbefitting his charatl:er and ftation :f:. But Henry was carried forward, tho' per-
haps not at fir!l: excited, by a motive more f'Orcible than even the fuggeftions 
of that powerful favourite. 

ANNE Boleyn, who lately appeared at court, had been created maid of honour Anne Boleyn. 
to the queen ; and having had frequent opportunities of being feen by the 
King, and of converfing with him, fhe had acquired an entire afcendant over 
his affections. This young lady, whofe grandeur and tnisfortunes have rendered 
her fo celebrated, was daughter to Sir Thomas Boleyn, who had been employed 
by the King in feveral embaffies, and who was allied to all the principal nobility 
of the kingdom. His wife, 1nother to Anne, was daughter of the duke of 
Norfolk; his own mother was daughter of the earl of Ormond ; hi3 grandfather 
Sir Geoffrey Bo'eyn, w.ho had been mayor of London, had efpoufed one of the 
daughters and co-heirs of the lord Hafiings §. Anne herfelf, tho' then in very 
early youth, had been carried over to Paris by the King's Gfter, when fhe 
efpoufed Lewis the twelfth of France; and upon the deceafe of that monarch, 
and the return of his dowager into England, Anne, whofe accompliiliments 
even in her tender years were always much admired, was retained in the fervice 
of Claude, queen of France, fpoufe to Francis; and after her death, fhe paffed 
into the family of the dutchefs of Alan~on, a princefs of fingular 1nerit. The 
exaCt: time, when fhe returned to England, is not certainly known ; but it was 
after the King had entertained doubts with regard to the lawfulnefs of his mar-
riage with Catherine; if the account is to be credited, which he himfelf after-
wards gave of that tranfaB:ion. Henry's fcruples had made him break off all 
conjugal commerce with the queen; but as he frill fupported an intercourfe of 
civility and friendlhip with her, he had occafion, in the vifits, which he paid 
her, to obferve the beauty, the youth, the charms of Anne Boleyn. Find-
ing the accomplifhments of her mind no way inferior to her exterior graces, he 

even 
• 

"' Burnet, vol. I. p. 38. Stowe, p. 548. t Le Grand, vol. 3· p. 46, x66, x68. Saunders. 
Heylin, p. 4· t Burnet, vol. t. p. 38. St1ype, yol. x. p. 88. § Camden's preface to the. 
life of Elizabeth. Burnet, vol. 1. p. 4i· 
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Chap. IV. even entertained the defign of raifing her to the throne; and was the more con-
1 5 2 7· firmed in this refolution, when he found that her virtue and modefty prevented 

all hopes of gratifying his paffion after any other manner. And as every motive 
of inclination and policy, feemed thus to concur in making the King defirous of 
a divorce from Catherine, and as his profpeB.: of fuccefs was inviting, he refolved 
to make applications to Clement, and he fent Knight, his fecretary, to Rome for 

that purpofe. 
Henry applies THAT he might not fhock the haughty claims of the pontiff, it was refolved 

}~/~di~~~~e. not to found the application on any general doubts of the papal power to per
mit marriage in the nearer degrees of confanguinity; but only to infifi: on parti
cular grounds of invalidity in the bull, which J ulius had granted for the mar
riage of Henry and Catherine. It was a maxim in the court of Ron1e, that, if 
the pope be furprized into any conceffion, or grant any indulgence upon falfe 
fuggef.Hons, the bull may afterwards be annulled ; and this pretence had ufually 
been employed, wherever one pope had recalled any deed, executed by any of his 
predeceffors. But J ulius's bull, when examined, afforded plentiful matter of this 
kind ; and any tribunal, favourable to Henry, needed not want a fpecious colour 
for gratifying him in his applications for a divorce. It was faid in the preamble, 
that the bull had been granted upoh his follicitation ; tho' it was known, that, 
at that time, he was below twelve years of age: It was alfo affirmed, as another 
n1otive for the bull, that the marriage was requifite, in order to preferve peace 
between the two crowns ; tho' it is certain, that there was not then any ground 
or appearance of quarrel between them. Thefe falfe premifes in J ulius's bull, 
feemed to afford Clement a fufficient reafon or pretence for annulling it, and 
granting Henry a difpenfation for a fecond marriage :j:. 

The pope BuT tho' the pretext for this indulgence had been lefs plaufible, the pope 
favourable. .r. (j was in J.llCh a Ituation, that he had the ftrongeft motive to embrace evny oppor· 

tunity of gratifying the Englifh monarch. He was then a prifoner in the hands 
of the emperor, and had no hopes of recovering his liberty on any reafonable 
terms, unlefs by the efforts of the league, which Henry had formed with Fran
cis and the Italian powers, in order to oppofe the exorbitant ambition of Charles. 
When the Englifh Secretary, therefore, made private applications to him, he 
received a very favounble anfwer; and a difpenfation was forthwith promifed to 
be expeded to his mafler *. Soon after, the march of a French army into Ita
ly, under the command of Lautrec, obliged the imperialifi:s to give Clement his 
liberty; and he retired to Orvietto, where the Secretary, with Sir Gregory Cur

fali, the King's refident at Rome, renewed their applications to him. They 
found 

t Collier, Ecclef. Hifl:. vol. II. p. 2 5. from the Cott. Lib. Vi tell. B. 9· * Burnet, vol. I. P· +7· 
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found him ftill full of high profeffions of friendlhip, gratitude, and attachment Chap. IV •. 

to the King; but not fo expeditious in granting his requeft as they expected. I5z7• 
The emperor, who had got intelligence of Henry's application to Rome, had 
exacted a promife of the pope, to take no fieps in that affair before he com
municated them to the imperial minifl:ers ; and Clement, confined by this pro-
n1ife, and frill more overawed by the emperor's forces in Italy, feemed willing 
to poapone thofe conceffions defired of him by Henry. Importuned, however,. 
by the Engliih minifters, he at laft put into their hands a co,Jzmijfion to Wolfey~ 
as legate, in conjunction with the archbilhop of Canterbury, or any other Eng-
lifh prelate, to examine the validity of the King's marriage, and of J ulius' s diC
penfation t: He alfo granted them a provifional difpenfation for the King's n1ar-
riage with any other perfon ; and promifed foon to expede a decretal bull, an-
nulling the marriage with Catherine. But he reprefented to them the dangerous 
confequences, which muft enfue to him, if thefe conceffions lhould come to the 
emperor's know lege; and he conjured them not to publi!h thofe papers, or n1ake 
any further ufe of them, till his affairs were in fuch a fituation as to fecure his, 
liberty and independance. And his fecret advice was, whenever they fhoul d 
find the proper time of opening the fcene, that they fhould prevent all oppofi-
tion, by proceeding immediately to a conclufion, by declaring the marriage with 
Catherine invalid, and by Henry's inftantly efpoufing fome other perfon. Nor 
would it be fo difficult, he faid, for hi1nfelf to confirm thefe proceedings, after 
they were paired, as previouily to render them valid, by his confent and au-
thority :J:. 

WHEN Henry received the commiffion and difpenfation from his ambaffadors, 1pS. 

and was informed of the pope's advice, he laid the whole matter before his mi-
nifter~, and afked their opinion in fo delicate a fituation. The Engli!h counfel-
lors confid~red the danger of proceeding in the manner pointed out to them .. 
Should the pope refufe to confirm a deed, which he might juftly call precipitate 
and irregular, and fhould he difavow the advice which he gave in fo clandeftine a 
manner, the King would find his fecond marriage totally invalidated; any chil-
dren, which it· might bring him, declared illegitimate ; and his marriage with 
Catherine more firmly rivetted than ever*. And Henry's apprehenfions of the pof
fibility, ·or even probability, of fl.1ch an event, were much confirmed, when he 
refleCted on the charaCter and fituation of the fovereign pontiff. 

CLEMENT the feventh was a prince of excellent judgment, whenever his timi
dity, to which he was extremely fubjecr, allowed him to make full ufe of thofe 

t Rymer, XIV. 237. 
vol. I. p. 51. 

X: talents, 

t Collic.r, from Cott. Lib. V itell. B. 1 o. '! Burnet, 
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Chap. IV. talents, and that penetration, with which he was endowed*. The captiVIty, 
IszS. and other misfortunes, which he had undergone, by entering into a league againft 

Charles, had fo affeCted his imagination, that he never afterwards exerted himfe!f 
with vigour in any public meafures, efpecially if the interefts or inclinations of 
that potentate ftood in oppofition to him. The imperial forces were, at pr fent, 
powerful in Italy, and might return to the attack of Rome, which was frill de
fencelefs, and expofed to the fame calamities with which it had already been over
whelmed. And befides thefe dangers, Clement found or fancied himfelf expofed 
to perils, which threatned, frill more immediately, his perfon and dignity. 

Theemperor CHARLEs, apprized of the timid difpofition of the holy father, threw out 
threatenshirn. perpetual menaces of fummoning a general council ; which, he reprefent

ed, as neceffary to refonn the church, and correct thofe exorbitant abufes, 
which the ambition and avarice of the court of Rome had introduced into every 
branch of ecclefiaftical adminiftration. The 'power of Clement himfdf, he faid, 
the fovereign pontiff, required limitation ; his conduct called aloud for amend
ment ; and even his title to the throne, which he filled, might jufrly be brought 
in queftion, That pope had always paffed for the natural fon of J ulian of Me
dici, who was of the fovereign family of Florence .; and tho, L eo the tenth, his 
coufin, had declared him legitimate, upon a pretended promife of marriage be
tween his father and mother, few perfons believed that declara-tion to be founded 
on any juft reafon or authority t. The canon law, indeed, had been entirely 
filent with regard to the promotion of baftards to the papal t hrone; but, what 
was frill dangerous, the people had entertained a violent prepoffeffion, that that 
ftain in the birth of any perfon was fufficient to incapacitate hin1 for fo holy an 
office. And in another point, the canon law was exprefs and pofitive, that no 
man, guilty of fimony, could attain that dignity. A fevere bull of J ulius the 
fecond had added new fanB:ions to this law, by declaring, that a fimoniacal elec
tion fhould not be rendered vaiid, 'even by a pofterior ronfent of the cardinals. 
But unfortunately Clement had given to, cardinal Colonna a billet, containing 
promifes of advancing that cardinal, in cafe he himfelf fhould attain the papal 
dignity by his concurrence : And this billet, Colonna, who was in entire de
pendance on the emperor, threatned every moment to expofe to public view :t:· 

W Hl LE Charles terrified the pope with the le menaces, he alfo allured him by 
hopes, which were no lefs prevalent over his affeCtions. At the time that the em
peror's forces facked Rome, and reduced Clement to captivity, the Florentines, 
paffionate for their ancient liberty, had ta!<en advantage of his diftreifes, and re-

volting 

*' Father Paul, lib. I, Guicciardini. t Father Paul, lib. I. :t: Ibid. 
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volting againft the family of Medici, had entirely aboliihed their authority in Chap. IV. 

Florence, and re-eftabli(hed the former democracy. The better to protect them- 1 528
• 

felves in their freedom, they had entered into the alliance with France, England, 
and V cnice, againft the emperor; and Clement found, that, by this intereft, the 
hands of his co~federates were tied from affi!l:ing him in the reftoration of his fa-
n1ily; the event, which, of all others, he moft paffionately defired. The empe-
ror alone, he knew, was able to effeCtuate this purpofe ; and therefore, what-
ever profeffions he made of fidelity to his allies, he was always, on the leaft · 
glimpfe of hope, ready to embrace every propofal of a cordial reconcilement 
with that monarch t· 

THESE views and interefts of the pope were well known in England; and as 
the oppofition of the emperor was forefeen to Henry's divorce, both on account 
of the honour and interefts of Catherine, his aunt, and the obvious motive of 
diftreffing an enemy, it was efteen1ed dangerous to take any meafure of confe
quence, in expectation of the fubfequent concurrence of a man of Clement's 
character, whofe behaviour contained always fo much duplicity, and who was at 
prefent fo litt e at his own difl ofal. The fafeft meafure feemed to co·)fift in pre
vioufly engaging hin1 fo far, that he could not afterwards recede, and in making 
uft of his prefent ambiguity and uncertainty, to extort the m oft important con
ceilions from him. For this purpofe, Step hen Gardiner, the cardinal's fecretary, 
and Edward Fox, the King's almoner, were difpatched to Rome, and were or- 1° Februnry. 

dered to follicit a commiffion from the pope, of fuch a nature as would oblige 
hiln to confirm the fentence of the commiffioners, whatever it was, and difable 
him, on any account, to recall the commiffion, or evoke the caufe to Rome*. 

BuT the fame reafon which made the King fo defirous of obtaining this concef-
fion, confirmed the pope in the refolution to refufe it: l-Ie was fiill d termined toT' , 

. l ne popes keep the door open to an agreement With t 1e emperor, and made no fcruple of fa- ambiguous 

crifi.cing all other confiderations to a point which he efi:eemed, of all others, the conduCt. 

n1oft important to his own fecurity, and to that of his family. He granted, there-
fore, a new commiffion, in which cardinal Campeggio was joined to W olfey, for the 
tri, 1 of the King's marriage; but he could not be prevailed on to infert the claufes 
defired of him. And though he put into Gardiner's hands a letter, promifing 
not to recaJl the prefent commiffion ; this promife Pas found, on e.:amination~ 
to be couched in fuch ambiguous terms, as left him frill the power, whenev r he 
pleafed, of departing from it t. 

X 2 CAM-

t Father Paul. * Lord Herbert. Burnet, vol. I. p. 29. in the colleCt. Le Grand, vol. I i I. 
P· zS. vtrype, vol. I. P· 93· with App. No. 23, Z+, &c. t Lord licrbcrt, P· 22 I. Burnct, 
P· 59· 
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Chap. IV. CAMPEGGIO owed fome obligations to the King; but his dependance on the 
Jszs. pope was fo much greater, that he conformed himfelf entirely to the views of 

his holinefs ; and tho' he received his commiffion in April, he protracted his de
parture by fo many artificial delays, that it was October before he arrived in 
England. The firft frep which he took, was to exhort the King to defifi: from 
the profecution of his divorce; and finding that this counfel gave great offence, 
he faid, that his intention was alfo to exhort the queen to enter into a convent, 
and that he thought it his duty, previoufiy to attempt an amicable compofure of 
all differences :J:. The more to pacify the King, he !hewed to him, as alfo to the 
cardinal, the decretal bulJ, annulling the former marriage with Catherine; but 
no entreaties could prevail with him to make any other of the King's council 
privy to the fecret 11· In order to atone, in fome degree, for this obfi:inacy, he 

' expreffed to the King and the cardinal, the pope's great defire of fatisfying them 
in every reafonable demand; and in particular, he fhowed, that their requeft for 
fuppreffing fome more monafrriec:, and converting them into cathedrals and bi-
fhops fees, had obtained the confent of his holinefs *. ~ 

THESE ambiguous circumfrances in the behaviour of the pope and the legate, 
kept the court of England in fufpence, and determined the King to wait with pa-

1 529 , tience the iffue of fuch uncertain councils. Fortune meanwhile feemed to 
promife him a n1ore fure and expeditious way of extricating himfelf from his 
prefent difficulties. Clement was feized with a dangerous illnefs; and the in
trigues for electing his fuccefior, began already to take place among the cardinals. 
Wolfey, in particular, fupported hy the interefts of England and France, enter
tained hopes of mounting the throne of St. Peter t ; and it appears, that if a 
vacancy had then happened, there was a probability of his reaching that fummit of 

his ambition. But the pope recovered his health, tho' after fevera] relapfes ; and 
he returned to the fame train of falfe and deceitful politics, by which he had hi
therto amufed the Englifh court. He frill flattered Henry with profeffions of 
the moft cordial attachment, and promifed him a fudden and favourable iffue of 
his procefs: He frill continued his fecret negociations with Charles, and perfevered 
in the refolution of facrificing all his promifes, and all the interefts of the Romilh 
religion, to the elevation of his family. Campeggio, who was perfettly acquainted 
with his views and intentions, protracted the decifion by the moft artiticial de
lays; and gave Clement fullleifure to adjuft all the terms of his treaty with the 
emperor. 

THE 

t Herbert, P· ZZ)· 11 Burnet, P· sS. * Rymer, vol. XIV. P· 270· Strype, vol. I. 
p. 110, 111. Appen. No. z8. t Burnet, vol. I. p. 63. 
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THE emperor, acquaintr>d with the K'ng's ext eme e:1rneftr efs in this affair, Chap.IV. 

was determined, that he fhould obtain fuccefs by no other means but by an JP- 1
5

2
)· 

plication to him, and by dcferting his alliance with Francis, which had hitherto 
fupported, againft the fupenor force of Spain, the tottering ftate of the French 
monarchy. I-le willingly hearkened, therefore, to the applications of Cathe-
rine, his aunt; and promiGng her his utmoft protection, exhorted her never to 
yield to the mal:ce and perfecuuons of her enemies. The queen herfelf was na-
turally of a firm and refolute ten1per; and was engaged by every motive to per-
fevere in protefting againft the injuftice to which fhe thought herfelf expofed. 
The imputation of inceft, which was thrown upon her marriage with Henry, 
firuck her with the higheft indignation: The illegitimacy of her daughter, 
which feemed a neceffa~y confequence, gave her the moft juft concern: T'he 
reluctance of yielding to a rival, who, fue believed, had fupplanted her in the 
King's affections, was a very natural motive. Actuated by all thefe confidera-
tions, fhe never ceafed folliciting her nephew's affiftance, and earneftly entreating 
an avocation of the caufe to Rome, where alone, fue thought, ihe could expect 
juftice. And the emperor, in all his negociations with the pope, made the re-
eaU of the commi11ion, which Campeggio and Wolfey exercifed in England, a 
fundamental article :f:. 

THE two legates, meanwhile, opened their court at London, and cited the 3 x May. 

King and Queen to appear before it. They both prefented themfelves; and the Trial of the 
King anfwered to his name, when called: But the Queen, inftead of anfwering, King's mar
rofe from her feat, and throwing herfelf at the King's feet, made a very pathe- riage. 

tic harangue, which her virtue, her dignity, and her misfortunes, rendered the 
more affeCting. She told him, that fhe was a ftranger in his dominions, without 
proteCtion, without council, without affiflance ; expofed to all the injuftice, 
which her enemies were pleafed to impofe upon her: That ihe had quitted her 
native country without other refource, than her connexions with hin1 and his fa_ 
mily, and had expetl:ed, that, inftead of fuffering thence any violence or iniqui-
ty, fhe was affured in them of a fafeguard againft every misfortune: That fhe 
had been his wife during twenty years, and would here api eal to himfelf, whe ... 
ther her affetl:ionate fu bmiffion to his will had not merited other treatment, than 
to be thus, after fo long a time, thrown from him with fo much indignity: That 
1he was confcious-he himfelf was affured-that her virgin honour was yet un-
ftained, when he received her into his bed, and that her connections with his 
brother had been carried no further than the ceremony of marriage: That 
their parents, the Kings of England and Spain, were efteemed the wifdt princes 

of 
l Herbert, p. 225. Burnet, vol. I. p. 69. 3 
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of their time, and had undoubtedly acted by the beft council, when they form
e l the agreement for that marriag~, which was now reprefented as fo criminal 

and unnatural: And that !he acquiefced in their judgment, and would not fub

mit her caufe to be tried by a court, whofe dependance on her enemies was too 
vifible, ever to allow her any hopes of obtaining.fro1n them an equitable or im

p.artial decifion *. Having fpokc thcfe ·words, fhe rofe, and n1aking the 
King a low reverence, :!he departed fron1 the court, and never would again 

appear in it. 

AFTER her departure, the King did her the juftice to acknowledge, that .!he 

had ever been ~ dutiful and affectionate wife, and that the whole tenor of her 

behaviour h 1d been conformable to the ftricteft rules of probity and honour. 
He only infifted on his own fcruples, with regard t? the lawfulnefs of their trJar

riage ; and he explained the origin, the progrefs, and the foundation of thofe doubts, 

by which he had been fo long and fo violently agitated. He acquitted cardinal 

vVolfey of having any hand in encouraging his fcruples ; and he begged a fcn

tence of the court, conformable to the juil:ice of his caufe. 

THE legates, after citing the queen anew to appear before them, declared her 

contumacious, notwithftanding her appeal to Rome; and then proceeded to the 
examination of the cau(e. The firft point which came before them, was, the 

proof of prince Arthur's confummation of his marriage with Catherine; and it 

n1u£1: be confeffed, that no ftronger arguments could reafonably be expefred of fuch 

a faCl: after fo long an interval. The age of the prince, who had paffed his fif

teenth year, the good frate of his health 1 the long time that he had cohabited with 

his fpoufe, many of his expreffions to that very purpoie ; all thefe circumftances 

form a violent prefumption, in favour of the King's aifertion t. Henry himfelf, 

after his brother's death, was not allowed for fome time to bear the title of prince 

of Wales, in expeEtation of her pregnancy : The Spanifh ambaffador, in order 

the better to enfure poffeffion of her jointure, had fent over to Spain, proofs of 

the confummation of her marriage :1:: J ulius's bull itfelf was founded on the 

fuppofition, that Arthur had perhaps had knowledge of the princefs : In the very 

treaty, fixing Henry's marriage, the confmnmation of the former marriage with 

prince Arthur, is acknowledged on both lUes 11· Thefc particulars were all laid 
before the court; accom...,anied with many reafonings concerning the extent of 

the pope's auth rity, and his power of granting a difpenf1tion·to marry within the 

prohibited degrees. Campeggio heard thefe doCtrines with great impatience; 

and notwithfranding his refolution to protract the caufe, he was often tempted 

"' Burnet, vol. I. p. 73• Hall. Stow, p. 543· 
ll Rymer, XIII. p. 81, . 

t Herbert, 

t:J 

t Burn et, 'ol. IL P· 3) · 
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to interrupt and filence the King's council, when they infifted on fuch difagreeable Chap TV.,. 

topics. The trial was fpun out till the 23d of July; and Campeggio chiefly 1
5

29· 
took on him the part of conducting it. 'olfey, tho' the elder cardinal, ptr· 
mitred him to act as prefident ~f the court ; becaufe it w··s thought, tht~t a 
trial, managed by an Italian cardinal, would carry the api earance of greater 
candour and impartiality, than if the King's own minifier and favourite had prc-
fided in it. The bufinefs now feemecl to be drawing near a period ; and the King 
was every day in expect tion of a fentence in his favour; when, to his great fur-
prize, ampeggio, on a fudden, wi hout any warning, and upon very ft ivolous 

preLences t, prorogued the court, till the firft of Otiober. The avocation, The caufe· 

which came a few days after from Rome, put an end to all the hopes of fuc- evoked to· 

cefs, which the King had fo long and fo anxioufly cheri!h d §. Rome. 

DuRING the time, that the trial was carried on before the legates at London, 
the emperor had by his n1inifiers earnefriy follicited Clement to evoke the caufe 
to I ome ; and had etnployed evdy topic of hope or terror, which could operate 
either on the paflion or timidity of the pontiff. 1'he Englifh amb iladors, on the 
other hand, in conjunction \\ ith the French, h.:d been no 1efs earnefl in their 
applications, that the leg tes ltould be allcweLl to finilb the trial ; but, tho' they 
employed the fame engines of promifes and menaces, the objects, which they 
could fet before the pope, were not fo infbnt n,..r immediate as thofc which were 
held up to him by the emperor *. The dread of lofing E gland, and of forti
fying the Lutherans by fo confi ierable an acceffion, made fma1l imprefiion on 
Clement's mind, in comparifon of the anxiety for his own perfonal f.:1fety, and 
the fond defire of reftoring the Medici to their dominion in Florence. So 
foon, therefore, as he had adjufted a ,1 terms ~vith the em eror, he laid hold of 
the pretence of juftice, which required him, h-. faid, to pay regard to the q~een's 
appeal; and fufpendi 1g the commiffion of the legates, he evoked the caufe to 
Rome. The legate, Campeggio, had bpforehand received private orders, de
livered by Campana, to burn the decretal bL 11, with w11ich he was entrufted. 

W OLS E Y had long forefeen this meafure as the fure fore-runner of his own rui~. 
Tho' he had at firft defired, that the King fhould rather marry a French princefs 
than Anne Boleyn, he had employed himfelf with the utmoft affiduity and earneft
nefs to bring the affair to an happy i!fue t : He was not therefore to be blamed 
for the unprofperous event, which the pope's partiality had produced. But he 
had fufficient experience of the extreme ardour and impatience of Henry's tem

per, who could bear no contradiction, and who was wont, withoL t examination 
or 

t Burnet, vol. I. p. 76, 77. § Herbert, p. z 5 4• 
t (ollier, vol. z. p. 4)· Burnet, vol. 1. p. 53· 

* Burn et, vol. I· P· 7 5 • 
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Chap. IV. or difiinction, to make his minifters anfwerable for the iffue of thofe tranfactions, 
1 5z9. with which they were entrufted . Anne Boleyn alfo, who was prepoffeffed againft 

him, had imputed to him the failure of her hopes; and as fhe- was newly re. 
t urned to court, whence fhe had been removed, from a regard to decency, during 
the Ltial befo re the legates, fhe had naturally acquired an additional in
fluence on Henry's mind, and fhe ferved much to fortify his prejudices againft 
the cardinal :j:. Even the queen and her partizans, judging of W olfey by the 
part which he had openly acted, had expreifed the higheft animofity againfi: 
him ; and the moft oppofite faCl:ions feemed now to combine in the ruin of this 
haughty minifter. The high opinion itfelf, which I-Ienry had entertamcd of 
the cardinal's capacity, tended to haften his downfal; while he imputed the bad 
fuccefs of that minifter's undertakings, not to fortune or miftake, but to the ma. 
lignity or infidelity of his intentions. The blow, however, fell not inftantly on his 
head. The King, who probably could not juftify by any good reafon his alienation 
from his antient favourite, feems to have remained fome time in fufpence; and 
he received him, if not with all his former kindnefs, at Jeaft with the appearance 
of truft and regard~ 

BuT it is found almoft impoffible for a high confidence and affection to receive 
the leaft: dimin.ution, without finking into abfolute indifference or even running 

\Volfey's fa ll. into the oppofite extreme of hatred and averfion. The King was now determined 
to bring on the ruin of the cardinal with a motion almoft as precipitate as he had 

1 Sth Oftober. formerly employed in his elevation. The dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk were fent 
to require the great feal fro:n him; and on his fcrupling to deliver it*, without 
a more exprefs warrant, I-Ienry wrote him a letter, upon which it was furren
dered, and was delivered by the King to Sir Thomas More, a man, who, be
fides the ornaments of an elegant literature, poffeffed the higheft virtue, inte
grity and capacity. 

\VoLSEY was ordered to depart from York-Place, a palace which he had buift 
in London, and which, tho' it really belonged to the fee of York, was feized by 
Henry, and became afterwards the refidence of the Kings of England, under the 
title of Whitehall. All his furniture and plate were converted to the King's ufe. 
Their riches and fplendour befitted rather a royal than a private fortune. The 
walls of his palace were covered with cloth of gold or cloth of filver: He had 
a cupboard of plate of maffy gold : There were found a thoufand pieces of fine 
ho1land belonging to him. All the reil: of his riches and furniture was in pro
portion; and his opulence was probably no fmall inducement to this violent 
perfecution againft him. 

t Cavendifh, p. 40: • Cavetidifh, p. 4-1. 
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THE cardinal was ordered to retire to Afher, a country feat w hie h he pofTeffed Chap. IV. 
near Hampton-Court. The world, who had paid him fuch abjeCt court du ring 1529· 
his profperity, now entire! y deferttd him, on this fatal reverfe of all his fortunes. 
He himfelf was much dejeCted with the change; and from the fame turn of 
mind, which had made him be fo vainly elated with his grandeur, he felt the 
blow of adverfity with double rigour t. The fmalleft appearance of his return 
to favour threw him into tranfports of joy, unbecomi r g a man. The King 
had feemed willing, during fome time, to intermit the blows, which over
whelmed . him. He granted him his protection, and left him in pofTeffion of the 
fees of York and Winchefter. fie even fent him a gracious meffage, accompa-
nied with a ring, as a teftimony of his affection. Wolfey, who was on horfe-
back when the meifenger met him, immediately alighted; and throwing himfelf 
on his knees in the dirt, received in that humble pofiure thefe marks of his 
majefiy's gracious difpofition towards him t· 

BuT his enemies, who dreaded his return to court, never ceafed plying the 
King with accounts of his feveral offences ; and Anne Boleyn in particular, who 
bore him no kindnefs, contributed her endeavours, in conjunction with her uncle 
the duke of Norfolk, to exclude him fron1 all hores of ever being reinfiated in his 
former authority. He difmiffed therefore his numerous retinue; and as he was 
a kind and beneficent mafier, the feparation paifed not without a plentiful effufion 
of tears on both fides §. The King's heart, notwithfianding fome gleams of 
kindnefs, feemed now totaJly hardened agc~ inft his old favourite. He ordered 
him to be indicted in the Star·Chamber, where a fentence was paired upon him. 
And not contented with this feverity, he abandoned him to all the rigour of 
the Parliament, which now, after a long interval, was again aifembled. The 
houfe of lords voted a long charge againft \Volfey, confifiing of forty-four 3dNovember. 

arti_cles ; and accompanied it with an application to the King for his punifhment, 
and his removal from all authority. Little oppofition was made to this charge in 
the upper houfe: No evidence of any part of it was fo much as called for; 
and as it confifts chiefly of general accufations, it was fcarce fufceptible of any*. 

Y The 

t Strype, vol. I. p . 1 14, I I 5. App. N° 3 I, &c. t Stowe, p. 547· § Cavendiih. 
$towe, 549· 

*' The firft article of the charge againft the cardinal is his procuring the 1egantine power, which, 
however, as it was certainly done with the King's confent and permiffion, could be no wife criminal. 
Many of the other articles alfo regard the mere exercife of that power. Some artic.~s impute to him as 
crimes, particular aCtions, which were natural or uravoidable to any man, that was prime rninifter 
with fo unlimited :m authority; fuch as receiving firft a11 letters from the King's minifters abroad, 
receiving firft all_ vifus from foreign miniilers, defiring that all applications fhould be made thro' him. 

He 
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The articles were fent down to the houfe of commons; where Thomas Cromwel~ . 
formerly a fervant of the cardinal, and who had been raifed by him from a very 
]ow ftation,_ defended his unfortunate patron with fuch fpirit, generality, and 
. ourage, as acquired him great honour, and laid the foundation of thcit fa\ our, 
vvh !ch he afte rw ards enjoyed with the King. 

\ YoLSE v's enemies, finding that tit her his innocence or his caution prevented. 
them from having any jufr ground of accufing him, had recourfe to a very ex
traord inary expedient. An indictment was lodged againft him; that, contrary · 
to a ftatute of Richard the fecond, commonly called the ftatute of provifors, he 
had procured bulls from Rome, particularly that invefiing him with the legan. 
tine rower, which he had exercifed with very extenfive authority. He con-
feffed the indi8:ment, pleaded ignorance of the ftatute, and threw himfelfr 
on the King's mercy. He was perhaps within reach of the law; but befides, 
that this ftatute was fallen altogether into. difufe, nothing could be more· 
rigorous and fevere than to impute to him as a crime, what he had openly, . 
during a courfe of fo many years, praB:ifed with the confent and approbation 
of the King, and the acquiefcence of the Parliament and kingdom. Not 
to mention,. what he always afferted *, and what we can fcarce doubt of, that he 
had obtained the royal licence in the mofl: formal manner, which, had he not 
been apprehenfive of the dangers attending any oppofition to Henry's lawlefs, 
will, he might have pleaded in his own defence before the judges. Sentence,, 
however, was pronounced againft him, " That he was out of the King's pro
'" teCtion ; his lands and goods forfeited, and that his perfon might be commit-
'' ted to cuftody/'. But tP.is profecution of Wolfey, tho' it was not difagreeable · 
to Henry, was carried no farther. He even granted him his pardon for all of
fences ; refiored him part of his plate and furniture ; and ftill continued, frorn 
time to time, to drop expreffions. of ftvour and compaffion towards him . . 

4 ThE 
He was alfo accufed of n:aming himfelf with the King, as if he had oeen his fellow, . the King mzd I: · 
It is reportd that fometimes he even put his own name before the King's, ego et rex -meuJ, But this. 
mode of expreffion is juftified by the Latin idiom. It is remarkable, . that his ·whifpering in the King's 
car, knowing himfelf to be affeeted with venereal diftempers, is an article againfl: him. Many of 
the charges are general and incapable of proof. Lord Herbert goes fo far as to affirm, that no man . 
ever fell from fo high a fiation, who had fo few real nimes objea~d to him. This opinion is per· 
baps too favourable to the cardinal. Yet the refutation ~f the articles by Cromwel, and their being 
reJetled by a houfe of commons even in this arbitrary reign, i:; almofl: a demonihation of Wolfey's , 
innocence. Henry \vas, no doubt, entirely bent on · his dell:ruetion, when, on his failure by a par
tarr.entary impeach ent, he attz.cked him upon the ftatute of provifors, which afforded him fo little· 
jufi: hold on that minill:er. For that this indichnent was fubfeguent to the attack in parliament, ap
p~ars by Cavend.l!h's life of VI olfe / , Stowe, p. 55 I, and more certainly . by the very articles of im
l'eachment themfelves. Parliamentary Hill:ory, vol. 3· p. 4z. article 7· Coke's Jnft. pt. 
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THE complaiats againft the ufurpations of the ecclefiaftics had been very Chap. I r. 

antient in England, as well as in 1oft other European kingdoms; an.J as this 1 5 z9. 

topic was now become popular every where, ic had pavecl the way for the Lu. Commenc~~ 
theran tenets, and reconciled the peo1)le, in fame meafure, to the frightful idea mt~nt of. rhe . ...., re or m atton m 
of herefy and innovation. The commons·, finding the occafion favourabl e, England. 

paffed fever al bills, refl:raining the impofirions of the clergy ; one for regulating 
of mortuaries; another agai 1ft the exactions for the pro bates of wills * ; a thi. d 
againft non-refidence and pluralities, and againft churchmen's being farmers of 
land. But what appeared chiefly dangerous to the eccleuaftical order, were the 
fevere invectives, thrown out, almoft without oppofition, in the houfe, againft 
the diffolutenefs of the priefts, their ambition, their avarice, and their endlcfs 
encroachments on the laity. Lord Herbert t has even preferved the fpeech of a 
gentleman of Grey's-Inn, which is of a very fingular nature, and contains fuch 
topics as we fhould little expect to meet with during that period. The member 
infi!l:s upon the vaft variety of theological opinions, which prevailed in different 
nations and ages ; the endlefs inextricable controverfies maintained by the feveral 
fetl:s; the impoffibility, that any man, much lefs the people, could ever know, 
much lefs examine, the tenets and principles of each feet ; the necefiity of igno-
rance and a fufpence of judgment with regard to all thefe objects of difpute : 
And upon the whole, he infers, that the only religion obligatory on mankind is 
the belief of one fupreme Being, the author of nature; and the neceffity of good 
morals, in order to obtain his favour and protection. Such fentiments would be 
efreemed latitudinari.:ln, even in our time; and would not be advanced, without 
fome precaution, in a public affembly. But tho' the firft broaching of religious 
controverfy might encourage the fceptical turn in a few perfons of a fl:udious 
difpofition ; the zeal, wir h which men foon after attached then1felves to their 
feveral parties, ferved effectually to banifh for a long time all fuch obnoxious 
liberties. 

THE bills for regulating the clergy met with fome oppofition in the houfe of 
lords. Bifhop Fifher in particular imputed thtfe meafures of the commons to 
their want of faith ; and to a formed clefign, derived from heretical and Lutheran 
princi~les, of robbing the church of her patrimony, and overturning the national 
religion. The duke of Norfolk reproved the prelate, in very fevere, and even 
fomewhat indecent terms. He told him, that the greatefl. clerks are not always 
the wi~ ft men. But Fifher replied, that he did not remember any fools in his 

Y 2 time, 

• Thefe exaCli'ons were quite arbi!rary, and had rifen to a great height. A member filid in the 
houfe, that a thoufand merks had been exacted fi·om him on that account. Hall, fol. 188. ~ t :-y p c: , 
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time, that had proved great clerks. The exceptions taken at the bilhop of Rochefter's 
fpeech ftopped not there. The commons, by the mouth of Sir Thomas Audley, 
their fpeaker, made complaints to the King of the reflections thrown upon them; 
and the bifhop was obliged to put a more favour ,,ble conftruction on his words*. 

HENRy was not difpleafed, that the court of Rome and the cler~ fhotlld be 
fenfible, that they were entirely dependant on him, and that his Parliament, 
if he were willing to fecond their inclinations, were fufficiently difpofed to reduce 
the power and privileges of the ecclefiaftics. The commons gratified the King 
in another particular of mon1ent : They granted him a difcharge of all thofe 
debts, which he had contracted fince the beginning of his reign: And they 
grounded this bill, which occafioned many complaints, on a pretence of the 
King's great care of the nation, and of his employing regularly all the money,. 
which he had borrowed, in the public fervice. Moft: of the King's creditors 
confifred of friends to the cardinal, who had been engaged by their patron to 
contribute to the fupply of Henry's demands; and the prefent courtiers were well 
pleafed to take the opportunity of mulcting them t. Several alfo approved of 
an expedient, which, they hoped, would ever after difcredit a method of fupply,. 
fo irregular and fo unparliamentary. 

THE domeftic tranfaB:ions of England were at prefent fo interefting to the 
King, that they chiefly engaged his attention ; and he regarded foreign affairs 
only in fubordination to them. He had declared war again:ft the emperor; but 
the mutual advantages reaped by the commerce between England and the Ne
therlands had engaged him to ftipulate a neutrality with thole provinces ; and 
except by money contributed to the Italian wars, he had in effeCt: exercifed no 
l1oflilities againft any of the imperial dominions. A general peace was this fum
rner eftablifhcd in Europe. Margaret of Auftria and Louife of Savoy met at 
Cambray, and fettled the terms of pacification between the French King and the 
emperor. Charles accepted of two millions of crowns in lieu of Burgundy; and 
he delivered up the two princes of Fr':_nce, whom he had retained as hoftages. 

Ienry was fo generous to his friend and ally Francis, that he fent hin1 an ac
quital of near 6oo,ooo crowns, which that prince owed him. Franci:,'s Italian 
confederates were not fo well fatisfied as the King with the peace of Cambray :. 
They were there almoft wholly ~bandoned to the will of the emperor; and feemed 
to have no o .her means of fecurity left, but his equity and moderation. Flo., 
rence, after a brave refiftance, was fubdued by the imperial arms, and finally deli
vered over to the dominion of the family of Medici. The Venetians were better 

treated: 

# P.1rliamentary Hiftory, vol. 3· p. 59· Burnet, vol. 2. p. 8z. t Burnet, vol. 1. p. 83& 
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treated : They were only obliged to relinquifh fame acquilitions, which they had 
made on the coaft of Naples. Even Francis Sforza obtained the inveftiture of 
Milan, and was pardoned all his pafl. offences. The emperor in perfon paffed 
over into Italy with a magnificent train, and received the imperial crown from the 
h.mds of the pope at Bologna. He was but twenty· nine years of age; and 
having already, by his vigour and capacity, fuccceded in every enterprize, and 
reduced to captivity the two greateft potentates in Europe, the one fpiritua], the 
other temporal, he attracted the eyes of all men ; and many prognofiication9 
were formed of his growing empire. 

BuT tho' Charles feemed to be profperous on every fide, and the conqueft of 
Mexico and Peru now began to prevent that fcarcity of money, under which he 
had hitherto laboured, he found himfelf threatened with difficulties in Germany; 
and his defire of remedying thetn was the chief caufe of his granting fuch mode
rate conditions to the powers in Italy. Sultan Solyman, the greateft and m oft 
accomplifhed prince, that ever fat on the Ottoman throne, had almoil entirely 
fubdued Hungary, had befieged Vienna, and, tho' repulfed, frill menaced the 
hereditary dominions of the houfe of Auftria with conqueft and fubjeBion. The 
Lutheran princes in the empire, finding, that liberty of confcience was denied 
them, had combined in a league for their own defence at Smalcalde; and be
caufe they protefied againft the votes of the imperial diet, they thenceforth re
ceived the appellation of protejlants. Charles had undertaken to reduce them to 
obedience ; and under pretence of feruring the purity of religion, he had laid 
a fcheme of aggrandizing his own family, by extending its don1inions over all 
Germany. 

THE friendfhip of Henry was one material circumftance yet wanting to Charles, 
in order to render his ambitious projects feafible ; and the King was fufficiently: 
acquainted, that the concurrence of that prince would at once remove all the 
difficulties, which Jay in the way of his divorce; that point, which had long 
been the objeCt: of his moft earneft willies. But b .. fides that the interefts of his 
kingdom feemed to require a confederacy with France, his haughty fpirit could 
not brook a friendfhip impofed on him by conftraint; and as he had ever been 
accuftomed to receive courtlbip, fubmiffion, and follicitation from the greateft 
potentates, he could ill bear that dependance, to which this unhappy affair feemed 
to have red 1ced him. Amicift the anxieties with which he was agitated, he was 
often tempted to break off all connexion with the court of Rome; and tho' he 
had been educated in a fuperftitious reverence to the papal authority, it is. 
likely, that his perfonal experience of the duplicity and fdfifh politics of Cle
ment, had ferved much to open his eyes in that particular. He found his royal 

2 prerogative 



166 . H I 8 T 0 R Y o F .E N G L A .N D. 

Chap. IV. prerogative 'firmly eftablilhed at home: He obferved that his people were ·in 
15 z9. general. much difgufied with clerical ufurpations, and dif pofed to reduce the powers 

and privileges of the ecclefiaftical order: He knew, that they had cordially taken 
part with him in his pro1ecution of a divorce, and highfy refented chat un
worthy treatment, which, after fo many fervices and fuch devoted attachment, 
he had received from the court of Rome. Anne Boleyn alfo could not fail, by 
her infinuations, to engage him into extremities with the pope, both as it was 
the readieft way to her attaining royal dignity, and as her education in the court 
of the dutchefs of Alan~on, a princefs inclined to the reformers, had already 
difpofed her to a belief of the new doCt:rines. But notwithftanding all thefe in
ducements, Henry had ftrong motives frill to defire a good agreement with the 
fovereign pontiff. He apprehended the danger of fuch great innovations : He 
dreaded the reproach .of herefy : He abhorred all connexions with the Luthe
rans, the chief opponents of papal power: And havi '1g once exerted himfelf with 
fuch applaufe, as he imagined, in defence of the Romifh communion, he was 
aihamed .to retract his former opinions, and betray from paffion fuch a palpable 
inconfiflency. While ·he was agitated by thefe contrary motives, an expedient 
was propofed, which, as it promifed a folution of all difficulties, was embraced 
by him with the greateft joy and fatisfaB:ion. 

DR. Thomas Cranmer, a fellow of Jefus-College in Cambridge, was a man 
~he uniiiv

1
er1idl- ·remarkable in that univerfity for his learning, and fiill more, for the candour 

ttes con u te 
about the and difintereftednefs of his temper. He fell one evening by accident into com-
~ing's maF- pany with Gardiner, now fecretary of ftate, and Fox the King's almoner; and 
nage. as the bufinefs of the divorce became the fubjeCl: of converfation, he obferved, 

' . 

that the readieft way either to quiet Henry's confcience or extort . the pope's con
fent, would be to confult all the univerfities of Europe with regard to this con
·troverted point: If they agreed to aprrove the King's marriage with Cathe
rine~ his remorfes would na . urally ceafe ; if they condemned it, the pope would 
·find it difficult to refift rh ~ follicita tions of fo great a n1onarch, ficonded by the 
opinion of all the learned men in Chriftendom *. When the King was informed 
of this propofal, he was delighted with it; and f wore, with more alacrity than 
delicacy, that Cranmer had got the right fow by the ear: He fent for that di
-vine : Entered into converfation with him : Conceived a high opinion of his 
virtue and underftanding: Engaged him to write in defence of the divorce: And 
·immediately, in profe.cution of the fcheme propofed, employed his agents to 
.colleCt the jxigment of all -the univerfities in Europe. 

• Fox, p. 186o. 2d edit. Bumet, vol. t. p. 79· Speed, p. 769. Hcylin, p . 5, 
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FI'A o, the queftion of Henry's marriage with Catherine been examined · by the 
principles of found philofophy, exempt from fuperftition, it feemed not liable to 
much difficulty. The natural reafon, why marriage in certain degrees is rrohi.:. 
bited by the civil laws, and condemned by the moral fentiments of all nations, 
is derived from men's care to preferve purity of manners; while they refiett, that if 
a commerce of love were authorized between the neareft relations, the frequent 
opportunities of intimate converfation, efpecially during early youth; would in
troduce an univerfal diifolutenefs and corru1 tio .1. But as the cuftoms of coun
tries vary confiderably, and open an intercourfe, more or efs reil: rained, between 
different families, or between the feveral m mbers of the fame family, fo we find, . 
that the moral precept, varying with its cmfe, is fufceptible, without any incon. 
venience, of very different latitude in the feveral ages and nation c; of the world . . 
The extreme delicacy of the Gretks, permitted no con erfe between perfons 
of the two fexes, except where they. lived under the fame roof; and even the · 
apartments of a ftep·mother, and her daughters, were almoft as much !hut up 
againft vifits from the huiband's fons, as ag.ainfr thofe from any il:rangers or 
more remote relations : Hence in that nation it was lawful for a man to marry, . 
not only his niece, but his half fifter by. the father: A liberty unknown to the 
Romans, and other nations, where a more open intercourfe was authorifed be
tween the fexes. Reafonir.g from this pnncip e, it would appear, that the ordi
nary commerce of life among great princes, is fv obftruCted by ceremony, and . 
numerous attendants, that no ill confequence '< ould refult among them, frotn 
the marriage of a brother's widow ;. efpeciall y if the difpenfation of the fove
reign prieft is previoufly required, in order to jufiify what may in common 
cafes be condemned, and to hmder the ptecedent from becoming too common 
and familiar. ...~nd as ilrong motives of public intereft and tranquillity may 
frequently require fuch alliances between the fovereign families, there is lefs · 
reafon for extending towards thetn the full rigour, of that rule which has place · 
among individuals *' .. 

BuT. 

• · Even judging of this quefiion hy the fcripture, to which the appeal was every moment made, 
the arguments for the King's caufe appear but lame and imperfect. Marri age in the degree of affi
nity which had place between Henry and Catherine, is, indeed, prohibited in Leviticus; but it is na
tnral to interpret that prohibition as a part of the Jewiili ceremoni~l or municipal law: And tho' it is 
there faid, in the conclufion, that the gentile nations, by violating thefe degrees of confangu:nity, had 
incurred the divine difpleafure, the extenfion of this maxim to every precife cafe before fpecified, is 
fuppofing the fcriptures to be compofed with a minute accuracy and precifion, to which, we know with 
certainty, the facred penmen did not think proper to confine themfelves. The defcent of mankind . 
from one common fathez, obliged them in the fuil: generat~on to marry in the neareft degrees of con-

fanguinity ~ 

Chap. IV. 
1529., 
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Bur in oppofition to thefe reafons, and many more which might be collected, 
Henry had cuftom and praCtice on his fide, the principle by which men are al
mofr wholly governed in their aCtions and opinions. 1\!Iarriages with a brother's 
widow \V ere fo unufual, that no other inftance of it could be found in any hiflory 
or record of any Chriftian nation ; and tho' the popes were accuftomed to dif. 
penfe with more effential precepts of morality, and even permitted marriages 
within other prohibited degrees, fuch as thole of uncle and niece, the imagina·· 
tions of men were not as yet reconciled to this particular exercife of his authority. 
Several univerfities of Europe, therefore, without hefitation, as well as without 
intereft or reward t, gave verdi8: in the King's favour; not only thofe of France, 
Paris, Orleans, Bourges, 1,holoufe, Angiers, which might be fuppofed to lie 
under the influence of their prince, ally to Henry; but alfo thofe of Italy, Ve
nice, Ferrara, Padua; even Bologna itfelf, tho' under the immediate jurifditlion 
of Clemenr. Oxford alone t and Cambridge 11 made fome difficulty ; be
caufe thefe univerfities, alarmed with the progrefs of Lutheranifm, and fearing 
a defeCtion from the holy fee, fcrupled to give their fanction to meafures, whofe 
confequences, they feared, would prove fo fatal to the ancient religion : Their 
opinion however, conformable to that of the other univerfities of Europe, was 
at laft procured ; and the King, in order to give weight to all thefe authorities, 
engaged his nobility to write a letter to the pope, recommending his caufe to the 
holy father, and threatning him with the m oft dangerous confeq uences in cafe of 
a denial of juftice §. The convocations too both of Canterbury and York, pro· 
nounced the King's marriage invalid, irregular, and contrary to the law of God, 
with which no human power had authority to difpenfe *. But Clement lying 
ftill under the influence of the emperor, continued to fummon the King to ap
pear, either by himfelf or proxy, before his tribunal at Rome; and the King, 
who knew that he cou~d expeCt no fair trial there, refuted to fubmit to fuch a 
condition, and would not even admit of any citation, which he regarded as a 
high infult, and a violation of his royal prerogative. The Fat her of An ne Bo
leyn, created earl of \Viltfhire, carried to the pope the King's reafons for not 

appearing 

fanguinity : Inftances of a like nature occur among the patriarchs : And the marriage of a brother's 

widow was, in ce1 tain cafes, not only permitted, but even enjoined as a pofitive precept by the Mo
faicallaw. It is in vain to fay, that this precept was an exception to the rule; and an exception con
fined merely to the J ewifh nation. The inference is ftill juft, that fuch a marriage can contain no na
tural or moral turpitude; otherwife God, who is the author of all pUiity, would never, in any cafe, 

have enjoined it. 
t H~r~ert. Burnet. t Wood. hift. and ant. Ox. lib. I. p. zz5. 11 Burnet, vol. L 

p. 6. § Rymcr XIV. 405. Bnrnet, vol. I. p. 95· • Rymer XIV. 4)4, 472. 
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appearing by proxy; and as the fir(l: infl:ance of difrefpect from England, re.. Chap. IV. 
fufed to bfs his holinefs's foot, which he very gracioufiy held out to him for that 15 3o. 

purpofe *. 
THr: extremities to which 1-Ienry was pufi1ed, both ag1inft the pope and the 

ecclefiaftical order, were naturally very difagreeable to cardin~l Wolfey; and as 
Henry forefaw his oppofition, it is the mofr probable reaf n which can be affigned 
for his continuing to perfecute with fo much rigour his ancient favourite. After 
W ol fey had remained fome time at Afher, he was allowed to remove to Rich
mond, a pal :tee which he had received as a prefent from Henry, in return for 
I-Iampton-Court: But the courtiers, dreading frill his near neighbourhood to 
the King, procured an order for him to rem ve to his fee of York. The car
dinal knew it was vain to refift: He took up his refidence at Cawood in York
fhire, where he rendered himfelf extremely popular to the neighbourhood, 
by his affability and hofpitality t: but he was not allowed to remain long un
molefie in this retreat. The earl of Northumberland received orders, without 
regard to Wolf y's eccl -fiaftical charaB:er, to arreft him for high treafon, and 
to conduct him to London, in order to his trial. The cardinal, partly fron1 
the fatigue:1 ot the journ~y, partly from the agitation of his anxious mind, was 
feized with a diforder which turned int'> a dyfentery ; and he was able, with fome 
difficulty, to reach Leicefter-abbey. When the abbot and monks advanced to 
re eive him with much refpeCl: and ceremony, he told them, that he was come 
to lay h s bones among them ; and he immediately took his bed, whence he ne-
ver rofe more. A little before he expired, he addreffed himfelf in the follow- 8 N b z ovem • 
ing words 10 Sir \Villiam Kingfton, conftable of the Tower, who had him in .. 
cuftody. " I pray you, have me heartily recommended unto his royal majefly, 
" and befeech him on my behalf to call to his remembrance all matters that 
" have paffed between us from the beginning, efpecially with rega.rd to his bufi-
" nefs with the queen; and then will he know in his confcience whether I have 
" offended him. 

" HE is a prince of a moft royal carriage, and hath a princely heart ; and ra
" ther than he will mifs or want any part of his will, he will endanger the one 
" half of his kingdom. 

" I Do aifure you, that I have often kneeled before him, fometimes three 
" hours together, to perfuade him from his will and appetite; but could not 
" prevail: Had I but ferved God as diligently as I have ferved the King, he 
" would not have given me over in my grey hairs. But this is the juft reward 
" that . I muft receive for my indulgent pains and ftudy, not regarding my fer-

z ." vice 
• Burnet, vol. I. p. 9+· t Cavendifu. Stowe, p. 5 54~ 
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Chap. IV. " vice to God, but only to my prince. Therefore, let me advife you, if you 
1 S3°· " be one of the privy-council, as by your wifdom you are fit, take care what 

Wolley's 
dea~h. 

'' you put into the King's head : For you can never put it out again :J:." 
THvs died tl~is famous cardinal, whofe charaCter feems to have contained as 

fingular a variety as the fortune to which he was expo fed. The obftinacy and 
violence of the King's temper may alleviate much of the blame which fome of 
his favourite's meafures have undergone; and when we confider, that the fubte
quent part of Henry's reign was n1uch more unfortunate and criminal than diat 
"'hich was direCted by Wolfey's councils, we fhall be inclined t~ fufpect of par. 
tiality thofe hifi:orians, who have endeavoured to load his memory with fuch vio
lent reproaches. If in foreign politics, he fometimes employed his influence 
over the King for his private purpofes, rather than his mafier's intereft, which, 
he boafi:ed, he had folely at heart ; we muft remember, that he had in view the 
papal throne; a dignity, which, had he attained it, would have enabled him to 
make Henry a fuitable return for all his favours. The cardinal d" Amboife, whofe 
memory is precious in France, always made this apology for his own conduct, 
which was, in fome refpects, fimilar to V\1 clfey,..s; and we have reafon to think, 
that Henry was well acquainted with the motives by which his minifter was in. 
fluenced. He regreted very much his death, when informed of it; and always 
fpoke favourably of his memory: A proof, that humour more than reafon, or 
any difcovery of treachery, had occafioned his 1aft perfecutions againft him. 

15 31. .A. NEW feffion of Parliament was held, together with a convocation ; and the 
J6 Tanuary. K' ft f f 1 . r. h . 11 f h' . . A Parliament wg gave rong proo s o 11s exten11ve aut onty, as we as o IS IntentiOn to 

employ it to the depreffion of the Clergy. As an ancient ftatute, now almoft 
becotne obfolete, had been made ufe of to ruin Wolfey, and render his exercife 
of the Iegantine power criminal, notwithftanding the King's permi111on ; the 
fan1e law was now turned againft the ecdefiafrics. It was pretended, that every 
01:e who had fubmitted to the legantine authority, that is, the whole church, 
had violated the ftatute of provifors; and the attorney·general brought accord
ingly an indictment againft them*. The convocation knew that it would be 
vain to oppofe reafon or equity to the King's arbitrary will, or plead that their ruin 
would have been the certain confequence of not fubmitting toW olfey's commiffion, 
which was procured by H~~I]ry's confent, and fupported by his authority. They 
chofe therefore to throw themfelves on the mercy of their fovereign; and they 
agreed to pay 1 18,840 J. for their pardon i-. A confeffion was likewife extorted 
froTI them, tint .the King was the proteflor and the Jupreme bead of the church and 
iergy of Englmzd; tho' fome of them had the dexte1ity to get a claufe inferred, 

whic h invalidated the whole fubn1iffion, and which ran in thefe terms, in fo far 
~ts- is permiited by the la'W of Chrifl. THE 

:t Cavendifh. * Antiq. Brit. Ecclcf. p. 325. Burnet, vol. I. p. to6. t Hollingfued, p. 
9

z3. 
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THE commons, finding that a pardon was granted the clergy, began to be ap- Chap. IV. 
prehenfive for themfdves, }eft either they fhould afterwards be brought into .. 1 53'· 
trouble, on account of their fubmiffion to the legantine court, or a fupply re ex-
torted from them, in return for their p:~rdon. They therefore petitioned the 
King, to grant a remiffion to his lay fubjects ; but met with a rrpulfe. He told 
them, that, if he ever pleafed to forgive their offence, it would be from his own 
goodnefs, not from their application, left he fhould feem to be compelled ~o it. 
Some time after, when they defpaired of obtaining this conceffion, he was pleafed 
to i.ffue a pardon to the laity; and the commons expreffed great gratitud~ for 
this aB: of clemency t· 

Bv the ftriCl: execution of the ftatute of provifors, a great part of the profit,. 153 z. 
and frill more of the power, of the court of Rome was cut off; and the connec-
tions between the pope and the Englifh clergy were, in fome meafure, diffolved. 
The next feffion found both King and Parliament in the fame difpofitions. An 15 January. 
aB: was paffed againft levying the annates or firft fruits 11 ; being a year's rent of 
all the bithoprics that fell vacant : A tax which was impofed by the court of 
Rome for granting bulls to the new prelates, and which was found to amount to Progrefs of 

. ~re~~ confiderable fums. Smce the fecond of Henry the feventh, no lefs than one hundred tion. 
and fixty thoufand pounds had been tranfmitt;ed to Rome, on account of this claim; 
which the Parliament, therefore, reduced to five per cent. of all the epifcopal 
benefices. . The better to keep the pope in awe, the King was entrufted with a 
power of regulating thefe payments, and of confirming or infringing this aB: a.t his 
pleafure: And it was voted, that any cenfures which fhould be pafTed by the court of 
Rome, on account of that law, lhould be entirely difregarded, and that mafs 
fhould be faid, and the facraments adminiftered, as if no fuch cenfures had been 
iffued. 

THIS feffion the commons preferred to the King, a long complaint again£1: 
the abufes and oppreffions of the ecclefiafi:ical courts ; and they were proceeding 
to enaCt laws for remedying them, when a difference arofe, which put an end to 
the fefiion, before the Parliament had finifhed all their bufinefs. It was be
come a cufi:om for men to make fuch fettlements, or trufi: deeds, of their land 
by will, that they defrauded, not only the King, but all other lords, of their 
wards, marriages, and reliefs ; and by the fame art ifice the King was de
prived of his primier feiGn, and the profits of the livery, which were no i~
confiderable branches of the revenue. Henry made a bill be drawn to mode
rJte, not remedy altogether, this abufe: He was contented, that every man 

Z 2 fr.ould 

't H all 's Chronicle. HoJlin.sfhed, p. 923. Baker, p. zo8. 
+ t. Strypc, vel. I. p. 14-4-

ll Burnet, vol. I. Coiled. N 13
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fuould have the liberty of difpofing in this manner of the half of his la1d ; and 
he told the Parliament in plain terms, " If they would not take a r~afonable 

" thing, when it was offered, he would fearch out the extremity of 1he law ; 
'" and then would not offer them fo n1uch again." The lords came willingly 
into his terms ; but the commons rejected the bill : A fingular inftance, where 
Henry might fee, that his power and authority, tho, extenfive, had yet fame 
boundaries. The CQmmons, however, found reafon to repent of thei~ victory. 

The King made good his threats: He called together the judges and a.Jleft law
yers, who argued the queftion in chancery; a.nd it was decided, tlat a man 
could not by law bequeath any part of his lands, in prejudice of his heir*. 

·THE Parliament being again aifembled after a fhort prorogation, the King 
eau fed the two oaths to be read to them, that which the bifhops took to the pope, 
and that to the King, on their inftallation ; and as a contradicrion might be fuf
peB:ed between them, while the prelates feemed to fwear allegiance t> two fo
vereigns t, the Parliament !hawed their intention of aboli1hing the oath to the 
pope, when their proceedings were fuddenly ftopped by the breaking rut of the 
plague at Weftminfter, which occafioned a prorogation. lt is remark::ble, that 
one Temfe ventured this feffion to move, that the Houfe ihould addrefs the King, 
to take back the queen, and ftop the profecution of his divorce. Tlis motion 
occafioned the King to fend for Audley, the Speaker; and to explan to him 
the fcruples with which his confcience had fo long been agitated ; fcruples, he 
faid, which had proceeded from no wanton appetite, which had arifen after the 
fervours of youth were over, and which were confirmed by the concurr:ng fenti
ments of all the learned focieties in Europe. Except in Spain and ?ortugal, 
he added, it was never heard of, that any man nad efpoufed two fiften; but he 
himfelf had the misfortune, he believed, to be the firft chriftian man who had 
ever married his brother's widow :f:. 

AFTER the prorogation, Sir Thomas More, the chancellor, forefeeirg that all 
the meafures of the King and Parliament tended to a breach with the ::hurch of 
Rome, and to an alteration of religion, which his principles would n)t permit 

him to concur with, defired leave to refign the feals; and he defcerded from 
this high ftation with more joy and alacrity than he had mounted up to it. The 
aufterity -of this man"s virtue, and the fanB:ity of his manners, had n) way en· 
~reached on the gentlenefs of his temper, nor even diminifhed that frolic and 
gaity to which he was naturaJ1y inclined. He fported with all the varieties of 

fortune ~nto which he was thrown; and neither the pride naturally at:ending a 

high 

• Burnet, vol. I. p. JI6.· Hall. Parliamentary Hiil:ory. 
t Herbert. H~ll, fol. z.cs. 

t Burnet, vol. I. p. 12 3, I2f-
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high ftation, nor the melancholy incident to poverty and retreat, could ever lay Chap. IV. 
hold of his ferene and equal fpirit. While his family difcovered fymptoms of 1532· 
forrow on laying down the grandeur and magnificence to which they had been 
accu!lomed, he drew a fubjecc of mirth from their difrreffes ; and n1ade them 
arbamed of lofing even a moment's chearfulnefs, on account of fuch trivial mif· 
fortunes. The King, who had entertained a high opinion of his virtue, admit-
ted his refignation with fome difficulty ; and he beftowed the feals foon after on 
Sir Thomas Audley. 

Du RING thefe tranfaB:ions in England, and thefe invafions of the papal and 
ecclefiaftical authority, the court of Rome were not without folicitude; and they 
entertained very jufr apprehenfions of lofing entirely their authority in Eng
land; the kingdom, wh!ch, of all others, had long been moa devoted to the . 
holy fee, and which had yielded it the moft ample revenue. While the im
perial cardinals pufhed Clement to proceed to extremities againft the King, his 
more moderate and impartial counfellors reprefented to him the indignity of his 
proceedings ; that a great monarch, who had fignalized himfelf, both by his 
pen and his fword, in the pope's caure, thould be refufed a favor, which he de
manded on fuch juft grounds, and which had fcarce ever lDefore been denied to any 
perfon of his rank and nation. Notwithftanding thefe remonfrrances, the ~een's 
appeal was received at Rome; the King was cited to appear; and feveral con
fiftories were held, to examine the validity of their marriage. Henry was de
termined not to fend any proxy to plead his caufe before this court: He only 
difpatched Sir Edward Karne and Dr. Bonner, in qu1lity of excufators, fo they 
were called, to carry h·s apology, for not paying that deference to the papal au
thority. The prerogative of his crown, he faid, muft be facrificed, if he allow
ed uf appeals from his own kingdom ; and as the quefrion regarded confcience, 
not power or interefr, no proxy could fup?ly his place, or convey that fatisfaB:ion 
which the diCtates of his own mind could alone confer. In order to fupport 11 OCtober. 
himfelf in this meafure, and add greater fecurity to his defection from R01ne, he 
procured an interview with Francis at Boulogne and Calais, where he renewed 
his perfonal friendfhip, as well as public alliance, with that monarch, and con-
certed all meafures for their mutual defence. He even employed arguments, by 
which, he believed, he had perfuaded Francis to imitate his example in withdraw-
ing his obedience from the bifhop of Rome, and adminiftering ecclefiaftical af. 
fairs without having farther recourfe to that fee. And being now fully determined 
in his own mind, as well as refolute to ftand all confequences, he privately cele- 14-November. 
brated his marriage with Anne Boleyn, whom he had created marchionefs of 
Pembroke. Rouland Lee, foon after raifed to the bifhopric of Coventry, offi-

ciated 
3 
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Chap. IV. ciated at the marriage. The duke of Norfolk, uncle to the new Qteen, her fa-
I5P· ther, mother, and brother, together with Dr. Cranmer, were prtfent ~ t the ceremo

ny*. Anne became pregnant foon after her marriage; and this event, both gave 
great joy to the King, and was regarded by the people as a ftrong proof of the 
~een's former modefty and virtue. 

15 33· Tr-IE Parliament was again a£fembled; and Henry, in conjunction with the 
A~J:~fi~~~t . great council of the nation, proceeded .fii!J in thofe gradual and fecure fteps, by 

which they loofened their connections with the fee of Rome, and repreffed the 
ufurpations of the Roman pontiff. An aCt was made againft all appeals to Rome 
in caufes of matrimony, divorces, wills, and other fuits cognizable in ecclefia
ftical courts; appeals efteemed difhonourable to the kingdom, by fubjecHng it 
to a foreign jurifdiEtion ; and found to be infinitely vexatious, by the expence 
and the delay of juftice, which neceffarily attended them t. T'he more to lhew 

12 April. his difregard to the pope, Henry, finding the new ~een's pregnancy to advance, 
publicly owned his marriage; and in order to remove all doubts with regard to 
its lawfulnefs, he prepared meafures for dec]aring, by a formal fentence, the in
validity of his former marriage with Catherine: A fentence which ought natu· 
rally to have preceded his efpoufals of Anne :f:. 

to May. 

THE King, notwithftanding his fcruples and remorfes on account of his firft: 
marriage, had always treated Catherine with refpeEt: and diftinB:ion; and he en
deavoured, by every foft and perfuafive art, to engage her to depart from her ap
peal to Rome, and her oppoGtion to his divorce. Finding her obftinate in main· 
taining the juftice of her caufe, he had totally forborne all vifits and intercourfe 
with her; and had defired her to make choice of any one of his palaces in which 
the f11ould pleafe to refide. She had fixed her court for f01ne time at Amphill 
near Dunftable; and it was in this latter town that Cranmer, now created arch
bif11op of Canterbury, on the death of Warham 11, was appointed to open his 

court 

• Herbert, 340, 34-I. t 24 Hen. vrn. c. I 2. t Collier, vol II. p. 3 I. and Re-

cords, N°. 8. 

11 Bifhop Burnet has gi\'en us qn account of the number of bulls rcquifite for Cranmer's inftallation. 

By one bull, directed to the King, he is, upon the royal nomination, made archbifuop of Canterbury. 
By a fecond, direCted to himfelf, he is made archbi!hop. By a third, he is abfolved from all ccnfures. 
A fourth, is to the fuffragans, requiring them to receive and acknowledge him as archbifhop. A fifth 
to the dean and chapter, to the fame purpofe. .t\ fixth to the clergy of Canterbury. A feventh to all 
the laity in his fee. An eighth to a11 that held lands of it. By a ninth he was ordained to be confe
crated, taking the oath that was in the pontifical. By a tenth bull the pall was fent him. By an ele

"enth, the archbiil1op of York, and the bifbop of London, were required to put it on him. Thefe 
, ·ere fo many artifices to draw fees to oR-ices, which the popes had erected, and difpofed of for money. 

It may be \vurth obferving, that Cranmer, bdorc he took the oath to the pope, made a protdbtion, 
' ili~ 
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court for examining the validity of her marriage. The near neighbourhood of C\ap. IV. 

f d 1L 1533• the place was chofen in order to deprive her of all plea o ignorance; an as 1ue 
made no anfwer to the citation, neither by herfdf nor proxy, ihe was declared 
contumacious ; and the primate proceeded to the examination of the caufe. The 
evidences of Arthur's confummation of the marriage were produced ; the opi-
nions of the univerfities were read ; together wiih ·he judgment pronounct.d two 
years before by the convocations b·Jth of Cantc rbury and York; and after thefe 
preparatory fteps, Cranmer proceeded to a fentence, and annulled the King's 
marriage with Catherine as unlawful and invalid. By a fubfequent fentence, he 
ratified the marriage with Anne Boleyn, who foon after was publicly crowned 
Queen, with all the pomp and dignity fuited to that ceremony*. To compleat 
the King's fatisfaction, on the con cl ufion of this i-.1tricate and vexatious affair, 7 September. 
fhe was fafely delivered of a daughter, who received the nJme of Elizabeth, 
and who afterwards fwayed the fcepter with fuch renown and felicity. Henry 
was fo much delighted with the birth of this child, that foon after he conferred 
on her the title of princefs of V..7 ales t ; a fiep fomewhat irregular, as !he was 
only prefumptive, not apparent heir of the crown. But he had, during his 
former marriage, thought proper to honour his daughter Mary with that title; 
and he was determined to befiow on the off,pring of his prefent marriaf:,e, the 
fam~ marks of diflinction, as well as exclude Mary from all hopes of the fuccef-
fion. His regard for the new OEeen feemed rather to increafe than diminifh b ~ his. 
n1arriage; and all men expected to fee the entire afcendant of one who had mou 1t-
ed a throne, from which her birth had fet her at fo great a difiance, and who, by 
a proper mixture of feverity and indulgence, had long managed fo intraCtable a 
fpirit as that of Henry. In order to efface, as much as poffible, all marks of 
his firft marriage, Lord Mountjoy was fent to the unfortunate and divorced 
~een, to inform her, that fhe was henceforth to be treated only as princefs 
dowager of \Vales ; and all means were employed to make her acquiefce in that 
determination. But fhe continued obftinate in maintaining the validity of her 
marriage ; and !he would admit of no fervice from any perfon, who did not ap-
proach her with the accuftomed ceremonial. Henry, forgetting his wonted ae-

• 0 nerofity towards her, employed menaces againfl: fuch of her fervants as com-
4 plied' 

that he did not intend thereby to reftrain himfclf :"rom any thing th.1t he was bound to, either by his 
duty to God; the King, or the country; and that ~e renounced every thing in it th:lt was contrary to 
any of tht>fe This device was the invention of fome cafuiil:, and not very compatible with that ilria 
finc<:rity, and that fcrupulous confcience, of which Cranmer made profeffion. Collier, vol.ll. in C~l. N°.2Z. Burnet, vol.I. P· IZ8, 1.29. 

• Heylin, p. 6. t Burnet, vol. I. p. 1 3+ 
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plied with her commands in this particular; but was never able to make htr 
relinq uifh her title and pretenGons t. 

WHEN intelligence was conveyed to Rome of thefe tranfactions, fo injurious 
to the authority and reputation of the holy fee, the conclave were in a rage, and 
t.ll the cardinals of the imperial faction urged the pope to proceed to a definitive 
fentence, and to emit his fpiritual thunders againft Henry. But Clement pro· 
ceeded no farther than to declare the nullity of Cr.wmer's fentence, as well as 
that of Henry's fecond marriage; threatening him with excommunication, if,_ 
before the firft of November enfuing, he did not replace every thing in the con
dition, in which they formerly ftood :f:. An event had happened, from which 
the pontiff expected a n1ore amicable conclufion of the diff:rence, and which 
hindered him from carrying matters to extremity againft the King. 

THE pope had -claims upon the dutchy of Ferrara for the fovereignty of Reg
gio and Modena *; and having fubmitted his pretenfions to the arbitration of 
the emperor, he was furprized to find a fentence pronounced againft him. En· 
raged at this difappointment, he hearkentd to propofals of amity from Francis; 
and when that p1onarch made overtures of marrying the duke of Orl{'ans, his 
fecond fon, with Catherine of Medici, niece to the pope, Clement gladly em· 
braced an alliance, by which his family was fo much honoured. An interview 
was even appointed of the pope and French King at Marfeilles ; and Francis, 
as a common friend, employed his good offices in mediating an agreement 
between his new ally and the King of England. 

HAD this connexion of France with the fee of Rome taken place a few years 
fooner, there had been little difficulty in com~ofing the quarrel with Henry. The 
King's requefi was an ordinary one; and the fame t>lenary power of the pope, which 
had granted a difpenfation for his efpouung Catherine, could eafily have annulled 
the marriage. But in the progrefs of the quarrel, the ftate of affairs was much 
changed on both fides. Henry had fhaken off much of that reverence with 
which he had been early imbued for the apoftolical fee; and finding, that his 
fubjeCls of all ranks had taken part with him, and willingly complied with his 
xnovements for breaking foreign dependance, he had taken a relifh for his 
fpiritual authority, and would fcarce, it was apprehended, be induced to renew 
his fubmiffions to the Roman pontiff. The pope, on the other hand, ran now a 
manifeft rifque of infringing his authority by a compliance with the King; and 

t Herbert, p. 3 26. Burnet, vol. J. p. 13 z. 
vol. 2. p. 133. Guicciardini. 

:t Le Grand, vol. 3· p. 566. 

as 

• Burnet, 
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as a fentence of divorce could no longer be refted on nullities in J ulius's bul1, Ch.tp. IV. 

but would be conftrued as an acknowledgment of papal ufurpations, it was fore-
1
533 , ,. 

een, that the Lutherans would thence take occafion of triumph, and would 
perfevere more obflinately in their preftnt principles. But notwithftanding thefe 
obftacles, Francis did not defpair of mediating an agreement. He ftill obferved 
that the King had fome remains of prejudice in favour of the apoftolic fee, and 
was app~ehenfive of the confequences, which might enfue from too violent inno
vations. l-Ie faw plainly the intereft, that Clement had in preferving the 
obedience of England, which was one of the richefi: jewels in the _papal crown. 
And he hoped, that thefe motives on both fides would facilitate a mutual 

agreement, and would forward the effeCts of his good offices. 

FRANC IS firft prevailed on the pope to promife, that, if the King would fend 
a proxy to Rotne, and thereby fubmit his caufe to the holy fee, he would appoint 
commiffioners to meet at Cam bray, and form the procefs ; and he would im me .. 
diately afterwards pronounce the fentence of divorce, required of him. Bellay, 
biiliop of Paris, was next difpatched to London, and obtained a promife of the 
Kmg, that he would fubmit his caufe to the Roman confiftory, provided the 
cardinals of the imperial faction were excluded from it. The prelate carried this 1534• 

verbal promife to Rome ; and the pope agreed, that, if the King would fign a 
written agreement to the fame purpofe, his demands 1hould be fully complied with. King's final 

A day was appointed for the return of the meffengers ; and all the world re- ~each with 

garded thi .., afiair, which had threatened a violent rupture between England and ome. 

the Romiih church, as drawing towards an amicable conclufion *. But the 
greateft affairs often depend on the moft frivolous incidents. The courier, who 
earned the King's written promife, was detained beyond the day appointed : 
News are btought to Rome that a libel had been publilhed in England againft 
the court of Rome, arJd a farce acted before the King in derifion of the pope and 

cardinals t. The pope and cardinals , enter into the confiftory en flamed with 2 d M h 
anger; and by a precipitate fentence, the marriage of Henry and Catherine was 

3 
arc • 

pronounced valid, and Henry declared to be excommunicated if he refufed to 
adhere to it. Two days after, the courier arrived; and Clement, who had been 
hurried from his ufual prudence, found, that, tho' he repented heartily of this 

hafty meafure, it would be difficult for him to retract it, or replace affairs on 

the fame footing as before. 

IT is not probable, that the pope, had he conducted himfelf with ever fo great 
moderation and temper, could hope, during the life-time of Henry, to have 

regained much authority or influence in England. That monarcQ. was both im-
A a petuous 

• Father Paul, lib. 1. t Father Pau!, lib. I • 



H I S T 0 R Y oF E N G L A N D. 

Chap. IV. petuous and obftinate in his character ; and having proceeded fo far in throwing 
15 34· off the papal yoke, he never could again have been induced tamely to bend his 

neck to it. Even at the time, when he was negotiating a reconcilement with 
1 5 January. Rome, he either entertained fo little hopes of fuccefs, or was fo indifferent about 

the event, that he had affetnbled a Parliament; and continued to enact laws 
AParliament. totally deftruCl:ive of the papal authority. The people had been prepared by 

degrees for this great innovation. Each preceding feffion had retrenched fame
thing from the power and profit of the pontiff. Care had been taken, during 
fome years, to teach the n:1tion, that a general council was much fuperior to 
the pope. But now a bithop preached every Sunday at Paul's Crofs, in order 
to inculcate the doCtrine, that the pope was intitled to no authority at all be
yond the bounds of his own diocefe :f:. The proceedings of the Parliament 
fhowed that they had entirely adopted this opinion; and there is reafon to believe, 
that the King, after having procured a favourJble fentence from Rome, which 
would have retnoved all the doubts with regard to his fecond marriage and the 
fucceffion, might indeed have lived on terms of civility with the apoftolic fee, 
but never would have furrendered to it any confiderable lhare of his affumed prero
gative. The nature and importance of the laws, paffed this feffion, even before news 
arrived of the viole~t refolutions taken at Rome, is fufficient to juftify this opinion. 

ALL payments made to the apoftolic chamber; all provifions, bulls, difpenfa
tions, were abolifhed : Monafteries were fubjected to the vifitation and govern
ment of the King alone : The law for punifhing heretics was moderated ; the 
ordinary was prohi~ited to imprifon or try any perfon upon fufpicion alone, 
without prefentment by two lawful witncffes ; ar.d it was declared, that to fpeak 
againil: the pope's authority was no herefy : Bifhops were to be appointed, by a 
conge d' elire from the crown, or in cafe of the dean and chapter's refufaJ, by 
letters patent; and no recourfe was to l:e had to Rome for palls, bulls, or pro
vifions : Campeggio and Ghinucci, two Italians, were deprived of the bifhoprics 
of Salifbury and Worcefter, which they had hitherto enjoyed* : The law which 
had been formerly made againft paying annates or firft fruits, but which had 
been left in the King's power to fufpend or inforce, was finally eftablifhed : ·And 
a fubmiffion, which was exaCted two years before fr01n the clergy, and which 
had been obtained with great difficulty, received this feilion the fanCl:ion of Par-
liament t. In this fubm,ffion, the clergy acknowledge, that convocations ought 
only to be affembJed by the King's authority; they promif-: to enact no new 
canons without his confent; and they agree, thtlt he fhould appoin thirty-two 
commiffioners, in order to examine the old canons, and abrogate fuch as fhould 

be 
t Burnet, vol. 1. p. I 44• * Le Neve's Fafti ecclef. Ang: t 25. H 8. c. 19. 
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be found prejudicial to his royal prerogative :J:. An ar peal was alfo allowed Cl1ap. JV. 
fh ' 1534 from the bi . op s court to the King in Chancery. 

BuT the moft important law palfed this feffion, was that which regulated the 
fucceffion to tbe crown : The marriage of the King with Catherine was declared 
unlawful, void, and of no effeEt : The primate's fentence-, annulling it, was ra-
tific.;d: And the marriage with OEeen Anne was efb blifhed and confirmed. The 
crown was appointed to defcend to the iffue of that marriage, and failing them 
to the King's heirs for ever. An oath likewiie was ordered to be taken in favour 
of this fucceffion, under penalty of imprifonment during the King's pleafure, 
and forfeiture of goods and chattels. And all Dander ag,1inft the King, ~1een, 
or their iffue, was fubjeB:ed to the penalty of mifpriGon of trealon. After thefe 
compliances, the Parlian1ent was prorogued ; and thofe aCts., fo contemptuous 3oth l\1arch. 

towards the pope, and fo deftrw:t:ive of his authority, were pafied at the very 
time that Clement pronounced his hufty fentence againft the King. Henry's 
refentn1ent againft ~een Catherine, on account of her obfiinacy, was_ rhe reafon 
why he excluded her daughter from all hopes of fucceeding to the crown ; con-
trary to his firft intention, when he began the fuit of divorce, and of difpenfa· 
tion for a fecond marriage. . 

THE King found his ecclefiafiical fubjeB:s as compliant as the laity. The con~ 
vocation ordered, that the aB: againft appeals to Rome, together with the King's 
appeal from the pope to a general council, fhould be affixed to the doors of all 
the churches in the kingdom : And they voted, that the bifhop of Rome had, 
by the law of God, no more jurifdiB:ion in England than any other foreign 
bi!hop ; and that the authority, which he and his predece.lfors had exercifed there, 
was only by ufurpation and the fufferance of Englifh princes. Four perfons only 
oppofed this vote in the lower houfe, and one doubted. It pa.lfed unanimoufly 
in the upper. 'fhe bi!hops went fo far in their complaifance, that they took 
out new commiffions from the crown, where all their fpiritual and epifcopal 
authority was exprefsly affirmed to be derived ultimately from the civil magiftrate, 
and to be entirely dependent on his good pleafure t. 

THE oath regarding the fucceffion was generally fworn throughout the king
dom. Filher, bifhop of Rochefter, and Sir Thomas More, were the only per
fans of note, who entertained fcruples with regard to its legality. ' Fif11er was 
obnoxious on account of fome practices, into which his credulity, rather than 
any bad intentions, feems to have betrayed him. But More w.as the rerfon of 
greateft reputation in the kingdom for virtue and integrity ; and as it was be-

A a 2 lieved, 
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lieved, that his authority would have influence on the fentiments of others, great 
pains were taken to convince him of the · lawfulnefs of the oath. He declared, 
that he had no fcruple with regard to the fucceffion, and thought that the Par
liament had full power to fettle it : He offered to draw an oath himfelf, which 
would affure his allegiance to the heir appointed ; but he refufed the oath pre
fcribed by law; becaufe the preamble of that oath afferted the legality of the 
King's marriage with Anne, and thereby implied, that his former marriage with 

Catherine was unlawful and invalid. Cranmer, the primate, and CromweL now 
fecretary of ftate, who highly loved and efl:eemed More, earneftly follicited him 
to lay afide his fcruples ; and their friendly entreaties feemed to weigh more with 

him, than all the penalties attending his refufal *. He perfified however, in a 
mild, tho' firm manner, to maintain his refolution ; and the King, irritated 
againft him as well as Fifher, ordered them both to be indicted upon the flatute, 

and committed prifoners to the Tower. 
THE Parliament, being again affembled, conferred on the King the title of 

the only fupreme head on earth of the church of England ; as they had already 
invefted him with all the real power belonging to it. In this memorable act, the 
Parliament granted him power, or rather acknowledged his inherent power, '' to 
" vifit, and reprefs, redrefs, reform, order, correct, reftrain, or amend all errors, 

'' herefies, abufes, offences, contempts and enormities, which fell under any 
'' fpiritual authority or jurifdiB:ion t." They alfo declared it treafon to attempt, 
imagine, or fpeak evil againft the King, QEeen, or his heirs, or to endeavour 
the depriving them of their dignities or titles. They gave him a right to all the 
annates and tythes of benefices, which had formerly been paid to the court of 
Rome. They granted him a fubfidy and a fifteenth. They attainted More and 

Fifher for mifprifion of treafon. And they united England and Wales togethen 
by giving to that principality all the benefit of the Englifu laws. 

THus the authority of the popes, like all exorbitant power, was ruined by the 
excefs of its acquifitions, and by ftretching its pretenfions beyond what it was pof
fible for any human principles or prepoffeffions to fuftain. The right of granting 
indulgences had in former ages contributed extremely to enrich the holy fee; but 
being openly abufed, ferved to excite the firft commotions and oppofitions in 
Germany. The prerogative of granting difpenfations had alfo contributed much 
to attach all the fovereign princes and great families in Europe. to the papal 
authority; but meeting with an unlucky concurrence of circumftances, was now 
the caufe, why England feparated herfelf from the Romifh communion. The 
acknowledgment of the King's fupremacy introduced there a greater fimplicity into 

tbe 
• Burnet, vol. 1. p. I 56. t 26 H. 8. c. I. 
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the government, by uniting the fpiritual with the civil power, and preventing dif .. 
putes about limits, which never could be exactly determined between the con
tending parties. A way was alfo prepared for checking the exorbitancy of fu .. 
pet fl:ition, and breaking thofe fhakles, by which all human reafon, policy, and 
induftry had fo long been incumbered. The prince, it may be fuppofed, being 
head of the religion, as well as of the temporal jurifdietion of the kingdom, 
tho' he might fometimes employ the former as an engine of government, had no 
intereft, like the Roman pontiff, in nourilhing its exceffive growth ; and, ex
cept when blinded by ignorance or bigotry, would be fure to retain it within 
tolerable limits, and prevent its abufes. And on the whole, there followed from 
thefe revolutions very beneficial confequences ; tho' perhaps neither forefeen noJ; 
intended by the perfons who had the chief hand in conducting them. 

WHILE Henry proceeded with fo much order and tranquillity in changitlg 
the antient religion, and while his authority feemed entirely fecure in Eng
land, he was htld in fome inquietude by the ftate of affairs in Ireland and in 
Scotland. 

THE earl of Kildare was deputy of Ireland, under the duke of Richmond, 
the King's natural fon, who bore the title of lieutenant; and as Kildare was 
accufed of fome violences againft the family of Offory, his hereditary enemy, he 
was called over to anfwer for his conduct. He left his authority in the hands 
of his fon, who hearing that his father was thrown into prifon, and was in 
danger of his life, immediately took up arms, and joining himfelf to Oneale, 
OcarroJ, and other Irilh nobility, committed many ravages, murdered Alien, 
archbilhop of Dublin, and laid fiege to that city. Old Kildare mean-while died 
in prifon, and his fon, perfevering in his revolt, made applications to the enl
peror, who promifed him affiftance. The King was obliged to fend over fome 
forces to Ireland, which fo harraffed the rebels, that Kildare, finding the emperor 
backward in fulfilling his promifes, was reduced to the neceffity of furrendering 
himfelf prifoner to lord Leonard Gray, the new deputy, brother to the n1arquis 
of Dorfet. He was fent over to England, together with his five uncles ; and 
after trial and conviction, they were all brought to public juftice; tho' two of_ the 
uncles, in order to fave the family, had pretended to join the King's party. 

THE earl of Angus had acquired the entire afcendant in Scotland, and hav
ing got poffeffion of the King's perfon, then in early youth, he was able, by 
means of that advantage, and by employing the power of his own family, to 
retain the reins of government. The queen dowager, however, his fpoufe, bred 
him great difturbance : For having feparated herfelf from him, on account of 
fome jealoufies and difgufts, and having procured a divorce, £he had xnarried 

- · another 
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another man of quality of the name of Stuart; and ihe joined all the difcon· 
tented notility, who oppofed Angus's authority. James himfelf was diifatisfied 
with the Oavery, to which he was reduced ; and by fecret correfpondence, he 
excited firft W alter Scot, then the earl of Lenox, to attempt, by force of 
arms, to free him from the hands of Angus. Both enterprizes failed of fuc~efs; 
but James, impatient of reftraint, found means at !aft of flying to Stirling, 
where his mother then rdided ; and having fummoned all the nob1lity to attend 
him, he overturned the authority of the Douglaifes, and obliged Angus and his 
brother to fly into England, where they were protected by Henry. The King 
of Scotland, being now arrived at years of majcrity, took the government into his 
own hands; and employed himfe]f with great fpirit and valour, in repreffing 
thofe feuds, ravages, and diforders, which, tho' they difturbed the com·fe of 
public jufiice, fc rved to fuppoi t the martial fpirit of the Scotch, and contributed, 
by that means, to maintain national independancy. He was defirous of renew
ing the antient league with the French nation ; but finding Francis in clofe union 
with England, and on that account fomewhat cold in hearkening to his pro· 
pofals, he received the more favourably the advances of the emperor, who hoped, 
by means of fuch an ally, to breed difturbance to England. He offered the , 
Scotch King the choice of three princeffes, his near relations, and all of the 
name of Mary ; his fifter the dowager of Hungary, his niece a daughter of 
Portugal, or his coulin, the daughter of Henry ; whom he pretended to dif
pofe of unknown to her father. J ames was more inclined to the latter propofaJ, 
had it nrt, upon refleCl:ion, been found impraCl:icable; and his natural propenfity 
to France at lafi: prevailed over all other conliderations. The alliance with 
Francis neceffarily engaged James to agree to terms of peace with England. 
But tho' invited by his uncle, Henry, to confer with him at Newcafrle, and con
cert common meafures for repreffing the ecclefiaftics in both kingdoms, and 
fhaking off the yoke of Rome, he could not be prevailed with to put himfelf 
in the King's power. In order to have a pretext for refufing the conference, he 
applied to the pope, and obtained a brief, forbidding him to engage in any per
fonal negotiations with an enemy of the holy fee. By thefe meafures, Henry 
eafily concluded, that he could very little depend on the friendlhip of his nephew. 
But thofe events took not place till fome time after our prefent period. 

CHAP. 
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Religz'ous principles of the people-of' the King--of the minifiers. 
-Farther progrejs if the refirmation.--Sir 'Ihomas More.--
-'I'he maid oj' ]{ent.-Trial and execution qf Fijher bijhop if 
Rochefler-if Sir Thomas More.-K-ing excommunicllted.
Death if ff(geen Catherine.-Suppre!Jion oj' the leper monajleries. 
-A Parliament.-A convocation.-Tranjlation of the Bible. 
-Difgrace of f?<Jteen Anne.-Her trial-and executt'on.-
A Parliament.-A Convocat-ion.-----Difcontents among the people. · 
-lnfurreelion.-Birth of prince Edward and death if §0een 
Jane.-Supprejjion oj' the greater monafleries.-Cardinal Pole. 

T HE antient and almoft uninterrupted oppofition of interefi between the 
Chap. V. laity and clergy in England, and between the Englifh Clergy and the 'S34· 

court of Rome, had fufficiently prepart d the nation for a breach with the Roman Reli!!ious 

pontiff; and men had penetration enough to difcover abufes, which were plainly prin~iples of 

calculated for the temporal advantages of the hierarchy, and which they found the people> . 

defiructive of their own. Thefe 1ubjects feemed proportioned to htiman under-
ftanding; and even the people, who felt the power of intereft in the ;r own 
breafrs, could perceive the purpofe of thofe numerous inventions, which the in-
tcref1ed fpirit of the fovereign pontiff lud introduced into religion. But \\hen 
the reformers proceeded thence to difpute concerning the nature of the facra·-
n1ent5, the operations of grace, the terms of acceptance with the deity, men 
were throwq into amazement, and were, during fome time, at a Iofs how to 
chufe their party. The profound ignorance, in which both the clergy and laity 
formerly lived, and their freedom from theolog:cal altercations, had produced 
a fincere, but indolent. acquiefcence in received opinions ; and the multitude 
were neither attached to t 1 m by topics of reafon:ng, nor by thofe prejudices 
and anti path es againft op nents, which have ever a more natural and powerful 
influence over them. As foon as a new opinion therefore was advanced, fup-
ported by fm h an authority as to call up their attention, they fe 1t their capacity 
tOtally Unfitted for fuch difqL1ifitions; and they f-erpetuaJJy fluctuated between 
the contending parties. Hence the fuctden and violent movements by which the 

8 people 
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people were agitated, even in the moft oppofite direB:ions : I-Ience their feeming 
proftitution in facrificing to prt fent power the moft facred principles : And hence 
the rapid progrefs during fome time, and the fudden as well as entire check given 
afterwards to the new doctrines. When men were once fettled in their particular 
feEts, and had fortified themfelves in a habitual deteftation againft thofe efteemed 
heretics, they adhered with more obftinacy to the principles of their education ; 
and the limits of the two religions remained thenceforth fixed and unchangeable. 

NoTHING forwarded more the firft progrefs of the reformers, than the offer, 
which they made, of fubmitting all religious doEtrines to private judgment, and 
the fummons given every one to examine the principles formerly impofed upon 
him. Tho' the multitude were totally unqualified for this undertaking, they yet 
were highly plea fed with it. They fancied that they were exercifing their j udg· 
tnent; while they oppofed to the prejudices of ancient authority more powerful 
prejudices of another kind. The novelty itielf of the do~lrines ; the pleafurc of 
an imaginary triumph in difpute; the fervent zeal of the reformed preachers; 
their patience, and even alacrity, in fuffering pe1 fecution, death, and torments; 
a difguft againft tbe reftraints of the old religion ; an indignation againft the 
tyranny and interefted fpirit of the ecclefiaftics ; thefe n1otives were prevalent 
with the people, and by fuch confiderations were men fo generally induced during 
that age, to throw off the religion of their anceftors. 

BuT in proportion as the praB:ice of fubmitting religion to private judgment 
was acceptable to the people, it appeared, in fome refpeB:s, dangerous to the 
rights of fovereigns, and feemed to deftroy that implicit obedience on which the 
authority of the civil magiftrate is chiefly founded. The very precedent of !bak
ing fuch an ancient and deep founded eftabli!hment as that of the Roman hierar· 
chy might, it was apprehended, prepare the way for new innovations. The re
publican fpirit, which naturally took place among the reformers, increafed this 
jealoufy. The furious infurretl:ions of the populace, excited by Muncer and 
other anabaptifts in Germany •, furni!hed a new pretence for decrying the re· 
formation. Nor fhould we conclude, becaufe proteftants in our time prove as 
dutiful fubjeB:s as thofe of any other religion, that therefore fuch apprehenfions 
were altogether without ·any appearance or plaufibility. Tho' the liberty of pri
vate judgment be tendered to the difciples of the reformation, it is not in reality 
accepted of; and men are generally contented to acquiefce in thofe efi:ablifhments,. 
however new, into which their early education has thrown them. 

No prince in Europe was poffdfed of fuch abfolute authority as Henry, not 
even the pope himfelf, in his own capital, where he united both the civil and 

ecclefiafl:ical 
" Slcidan, lib. 4· & 5. 
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ccclefi:lftical powers t; and there was fmall likelihood, tlut arjy doctrine, which Chap. V. 

lay under the imputation of encouraging feJition, could ever pretend to his fa- 1
5 3+· 

vour and coun·enance. But befides this political jealoufy, there was another Of the King. 

reafon which inrpired this imperious monarch with an avcrfion to the reformers. 
He had early declared his fentiments againfi Luther; and having entered the lifts 
in thofe fcholaitic quarrels, he had received, from his courtiers and theologians, 
infinite applaufe for his performancr. Elated by this imaginary fuccefs, and 
blinded by a natural arrogance and obfi:inacy of temper, he had entertained the 
moft lofty opinion of his own eruJition, and he received with impatience, mixed 
with contempt, any contradiB:ion to his fentiments. Luther alfo had been fo 
imprudent, as to treat in a very indecent manner his royal antagonift ; and tho' 
he afterwards made the humbleft fubmiffions to Henry, and apolog.zed for the 
vehemence of his former expreffions, he never could efface the hatred which the 
King had conceived againft him and his doctrines. The idea of herefy frill appear-
~d deteftable as well as formidable to that prince ; and whilft his refentment againft 
the fee of Rome had removed one confiderable part of his early prejudices, he 
had made it a point of honour never to relinqu dh the reft . Separate as he ftood 
from the catholic church, and from the Roman pontiff, the head of it, he fiiH 
valued himfelf on maintaining the catholic doctrine, and on guarding, by fire 
and [word, the imagined purity of his fpeculative principles. 

HENRy's minifl:ers and courtiers were of as motley a charaB:er as his conduct ; Of the mini

and feemed to w.1ver, during this whole reign, between the ancient and the new fters. 

religion. The Queen, engaged by intereft as well as inclination, favoured the 
caufe of the reformers: Cromwel, who wa created fecretary of ftate, and who 
was every day advancing in the King's confidence, had embraced the fame views ; 
and as he was a man of prudence and abi,ity, he was able, very effeB:ually, tho' 
in a covert manner, to promote the late innovations: Cranmer, archbifhop of 

. Canterbury, had fecretly adopted the proteftant tenets; and he had gained Henry's 
friendihip by his candour and fincerity ; virtues which he poffeffed in as eminent 
a degree as thofe times, equally difiracted with faB:ion and oppre!fed with tyran
ny, could eafily permit. On the other hand, the duke of Norfolk adhered to 

B b the 

t Here are the terms in which the King's rninifrer expreifed hirnfelf to the pope. An non, inquam, 
fantl:itas veftra plerofque habet quibufcum arcanum aliquid crediderit, putet id non minus celatum effe 
quam fi uno tantum pectore contineretur; quod multo magis fereniffimo Anglix Regi evenire debet, 

cui finguli in fuo regno funt fubjeeti, neque etiam velint, poffimt Reginon.eife fideliffimi. Vre nam• 
que illis, fi vel parvo momento ab illius voluntate recederent. Le Grand, tom. HI. p. 1 13. The 
King once faid publicly before the council, that if. any one fpoke of him or his aCtions, in terms which 
became them not, he would letthem know, that he was mafter. Et qu'il n'y auroit fi belle tete qu'il 

ne fit voler. Id. p. 218. 
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the ancient faith ; and by the greatnefs of his rank, as well as by hi; talents, 

both for peace and war, he had great weight in the King's council : Gardtner, 

lately created bifhop of Winchefter, had inlifted himfelf in the fame party; and 

the fupplenefs of his character, as wdl as the dexterity of his conduct, had ren

dered h ;m extremely ufeful to it. • 

ALL thefe minifters, while they fiood in the mofi irreconcilable oppofition of 

principles, were obliged to difguife their parcicular opinions, and to pretend an 

entire agreement with the f<-ntiments of their mafter. Cromwel and Cr.mmer 

ftill carried the appearance of a conformity to the ancient fpeculative tenets; but 

they artfully n1ade ufe of Henry's refenttnent to widen the breach with the fee of 

Rome. Norfolk and Gardiner feigned an a!fent to the King's fupremacy, and to 

his renounciation of the fovereign pontiff; but they encouraged his paffion for 

the catholic faith, and inftigated him to puni!h thofe daring heretics, who had 

prefumed to reject his theological principles. Both fides hoped, by their unli .. 

mited compliance, to bring him over to their party : The King mean while, who 

held the ballance between the factions, was enabled, by the courtfhip payed him 

both by proteftants and catholics, to a!fume an immeafurable authority : And tho' in 

all thefe meafures he was really driven by his ungoverned humour, he cafually 

held a courfe, which led more certainly to arbitrary power, than any which the 
n1ol1 profound politics could have traced out to him. Artifice, refinement, and 

hypocrify, in his fituation, would have put both parties on their guard againft him, 
and would have taught them referve in complying with a monarch, whom they · 

could never hope thoroughly to have gained: But while the franknefs, fincerity, 

and opennefs of Henry's temper were generally known, as well as the dominion 

of his furious paffions ; each fide dreaded to lofe him by the fmallefl: oppofition:t 

and flattered themfelves that a blind compliance with his will, would throw him, 

cordially and fully, into their interefts. 

THE ambiguity of the King's conduct, tho' it kept the courtiers in awe, ferv

ed to encourage the protefl:ant doctrine among his tubjects, and promoted that 

fpirit of innovation with which the age was generally feized, and which nothing 

but an entire uniformity, as well as a fteddy feverity in the adminiftration, could 

be able to reprefs. There were fome Englifhmen, Tindal, J oye, Confl:antine, 

and others, who, dreading the exertion of the King's authority, had fled to Ant

werp t; where the great privileg"'s poffeifed by the Low Country provinces, 

ferved, during fome time, to give them protection. Thefe men employed them
felves in writing books, in Englifh, againfl: the corruptions of the church of 

Rome; againft images, relicts, pilgrimages • and they excited the curiofity of 
men 

t Burnet, vol. I. p. 1 59• 
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men with regard to that qt.;eflion, the mofl: important in theology, the terms of Chap. V. 

acceptance with the Supreme Being. In conformity to the Lutherans and ether 1
3 H· 

protefi:ants, they afferted, that falvation was obtained by faith alone; and that 
the mofi: infallible road to perdition * was a reliance on good wcrks ; by which 
terms they underftood, as well the moral duties, as the ceremonial and monafiic 
obfervances. The defenders of the ancient religion, on the other hand, mair -
tained the efficacy of good works ; but tho' they did not exclude from this appei-
lation the facial virtues, it was frill the fuperrcitions, gainful to the church, which 
they chiefly extolled and recommended. The books, compofed by thefe fugi-
tives, being ftole over to England, began to make converts every where; but it 
was a tranilation of the fcriptures by Tindal, that ""as efteemed moft dangerous 
to the eftablifhed faith. The firfl: edition of thi5 work, compo t~d with little ac-
curacy, was found liable to confiderable objections; and Tindal, who was poor, 
and could not afford to lofe a great part of the impreffion, was longing for an op
portunity of correCting his errors, of whiLh he had been mad fenfible. Ton-
fbl, then bifhop of London, foon after of Durham, a man of great modera-
tion, being deGrous to difcourage, in the gentleft manner, thefe innovations, gave 
private orders for buying up all the copies, which could be found at Antwerp ; 
and he burnt them publicly in Cheapfide. By this contrivance, he fupplied Tin-
dal with money, enabled him to print a new and correct edition of his work, 
and gave occafion to great fcandal and reproach, in thus committing to the flames 
the word of God t. -

THE difciples of the refDrmation met with little feverity during the miniflry 
of \Volfey, who, tho' himfelf a clergym:.tn, bore too fmall regard to the ecclefi
aftical order, to ferve as an inftrument of their tyranny : It was even an article 
of impeachment againft him t, that by his connivance he had encouraged the 

. growth of herefy, and that he had protected and acquitted fome notorious offend-
ers. Sir Thomas More, who fucceeded W olfey as chancellor, is at once an ob- Sir T!lOma~ 
jeet deferving our comp:lilion, and an inftance of the ufual progrefs of men's fen-~ 1orc. 

timents during that age. This man, whofe elegant genius and familiar acquaint-
ance with the noble fpirit cf antiquity, had given him very enlarged fentiments, 
and who had in his ear:y years advanced principles, which even at prefent would 

B b 2 - be 

*' Sacri!egium eft & impietas velle placrrc Deo p~r opera & non per folr.m ftdem. Luther ad-ve,:r"; 

1·e;,cm. Ita vides qu:1m di ~·es fit homo chriftianus five bapt'z 1tus, qui etiam volens non potcfr perd2r~ 
.fal:.:.tem fuar:1 quant1fcunql1e ptccatis. NuliJ. enim peccata po.a·,nt eu;n d 1mn·n·c nifi incrcdulitas. 

Id . .d.? caj ti-vitate BabJ(rmica. · 

l Hall, fol. 186. Fox, rol. :. p. 138. Burnct, vol. I p. 1 59· t A:-ticb: of impeach· 

lltnt in Hcrbcrt. Bumet. 
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be efteemed fomewhat libertine, had, in the courfe of events, been fo irritated by 
polemics, and thrown into fuch a fuperfl:itious attachment to the ancient faith, 
that few inqUtfitors have been guilty of greater violence in their profecutions of 
herefy. Tho' adorned with the gentleft manners, and the pureft integrity, he 
carried to the utmoft height his averfion to heterodoxy; and one James Bain· 
ham, in particular, a gentleman of the temple, experienced from him the high. 
eft [ "verity. Bainham, accufed of favouring the new opinions, was carried to 

More's houfe, and having refufed to difcover his accomplices, the chancellor or
dered him to be whipt in his pretence, and afterwards fent him to the Tower, 
where he himfelf faw him put to the torture. The unhappy gentleman, over
come by all thefe feverities, abjured his opinions; but feeling afterwards the 

deepeft compunCtion for this apofl:acy, he openly returned to his former tenets, 
and even courted the crown of martyrdom. He was condemned as an obfl:inate 
and relapfed heretic, and was burned in Smithfield *. 

MANY were brought into the birhops courts for offences, which appear very 
trivial, but which were regarded as fymbols of the party : Some for teaching 

their children the Lord's prayer in Englilh; others for reading the new tefta
ment in that language, or for fpeaking againft pilgrimages. To harbour the 
perfecuted preachers, to neglect the fafts of the church, to declaim againft the 
vices of the clergy, were capital offences. One Thomas Bilney, a prieft, who 

had embraced the new doctrine, had been terrified into an abjuration ; but was 
fo haunted by remorfe, that his friends dreaded fome fatal effeB:s of his defpair. 
At laft, his mind feemed to be more compofed; but this appearing calm pro
ceeded only from the refolution which he had taken, of expiating his paft offence, 
by an open confeffion of the truth, and by dying a martyr to it. He went thro' 
Norfolk, teaching every wh~re the people to beware of idolatry, and of trufting 
either to pilgrimages, or to the cow le of St. Francis, to the prayers of the faints, 
or to images. He was foon feized, tried in the bilhop's court, and condemn· 

ed as a relapfe; and the writ was fent down to burn him. When brought to 
the ftake, he difcovered fuch patience, fortitude, and devotion, that the fpefta
tors were much affeCted with the horrors of his punifhment; and fome mendi
cant friars, who were prefent, fearing that his death would be imputed to them, 
and make them lofe thofe alms, which they received from the charity of the peo
ple, defired him publicly to acquit them t of having any hand in his death. He 
very willingly complied; and by this meeknefs gained the more on the fympa
thy of the people. Another perfon, ftill more heroic, being brought to the 
ftake for denying the real prefence, feemed almoft in a tranfport of joy ; and he 

tenderly 

* F-ox. Burn et, vol. I. p. 165. t Ibid. p. I 64. 
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tenderly embraced the faggots, which were to be the inftruments of his puni!h
ment, as the means of procuring him eternal reft. In fhort, the tide turning 
towards the new doctrine, thofe fevere executions, which, in another difpofition 
of men's minds, would have fufficed to fupprefs it, now ferved only the more to 
diffufe it among the people, and to infpire them with horror againft the unre-

lenting perfecutors. 

BuT tho' Henry negleCted not to punifh the proteftant doctrine, which he 
efteemed herefy, his m oft formidable enemies, he knew, were the zealuus ad
herents to the ancient rdic;ion, chiefly the monks, who, having their immediate 
dependance on the Roman pontiff, apprehended their own ruin to be the cer
tain confequence of abolifhing his authority in England. Peyto, a friar, preach
ing before the King, had the affurance to tell him, " That many lying prophets 
" had deceived him, but he, as a true Micajah, warned him, that the dogs 
" would lick his blood, as they had done Ahab's t." ,.fhe King took no notice 
of this infult; but allowed the preacher to depart in peace. Next Sunday, he 
employed Dr. Corren to preach before him ; who juftified the King's proceed
mgs, and g1ve Peyto the appellations of a rebel, a fianderer, a dog, and a tray
tor. Elfton, another friar of the fame houfe, interrupted the preacher; and told 
him, that he was one of the lying prophets, who fought by adultery to eftablifh 
the fucceffion to the crown; but that he himfelf would jufiify all that Peyto had 
faid. Henry filenced this petulant friar; but lhowed no other mark of refent
ment than ordering Peyto and him to be fummoned before the council, and to be 
rebuked for their offence t. He even bore patiently fome new inftances of their 
obftinacy and arrogance. For when the earl of Effex, a privy counfellor, told 
them, that they deferved for their offence to be thrown into the Thames; Elfton 
replied, that the road to heaven lay as near by water as by land 11· 

Chap. V. 
I 534• 

BuT feveral monks were detected in a confpiracy, which, as it might have 
proved more dangerous to the King, was attended with more fata] confequences 
to themfelves. Elizabeth Barton, of Aldington in Kent, commonly called the 
holy Maid of l(ent, had been fubject: to hyfierical fits, which threw her body into ihe Maid of 

unufual convulfions ; and having produced an equal diforder in her mind, made ent. 

her utter ftrange fayings, which, as fhe was fcarce confcious of then1 during 
the time, had foon after entirely efcaped her memory. The filly people in the 
neighbourhood were ftruck with thefe appearances, which they imagined to be 
fupernatural; and Richard Mafters, vicar of the parifh, a defigning fel~ow, 

:t: Strype, vol. I. p. 167. 
p· s6z. 
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founded on them a projeB:, by which he hoped to draw both profit anci confidera· 
tion to hirnfelf. He went to W arham, Archbiihop of Canterbury, who was at 
that time alive ; and having given him an account of Elizabeth's reveJations, he 
fo far wrought on that prudent, but fuperfritiou prelate, as to receive orders from 
him to watch her in her trances, and to note down carefully all her future fpeeches. 
'I'he regard paid her by a perfon of fo high a rank, foon rendered her frill more 
the objeB: of attention to the neighbourhood ; and it was eafy for Mafrers to 
perfuade them, as well as the maid herfelf, that her ravings were infpirations of 
the Holy Ghoft. Knavery, as is ufual, foon after fdcceeding to illufion, !he 
learned to counterfeit trances ; and fhe then uttered, in an unufual tone of voice, 
fuch fpeeches as were diB:ated to her by her fpiritual director. M afters affociated 
with him Dr. Bocking, a canon of Canterbury; and their defign was to raife 
the credit of an image of the virgin, which flood in a chapel belonging to M a· 
fters, and to draw fuch pilgrimages to it as ufually fi-equented the more famous 
images and reliB:s. In profecution of this defign, Elizabeth pretended revela· 
tio:1s, which directed her to have recourfe to that image for a cure; and being 
brought before it, in the prefence of a great multitude, fhe fell anew into convul· 
fions; flnd after diftorting her limbs and countenance during a competent time, !he 
.affeB:ed to have obtained a perfect: recovery by the interceffion of the virgin*. 
This miracle was foon bruited ahroad ; and the two priefts, finding the impof
:ture to fucceed beyond their own expeCtations, b:-gan to extend their views, and 
to lay the foundation of more important enterprizes. They taught their peni· 
tent to declaim againfl: the new doctrines, which fhe denominated herefy; againft 
innovations in ecclefiafrical government ; and againft the K;ng's divorce from 
Catherine. She went fo far as to aift·rt, that, if he profecuttd that defign, and 
nurr:ed another, he would not be a King a month longer, and would not an 
hour longer poffefs the favour of the Almighty, but fhould die the death of a 
villain. Many monks throughout England, either from folly, or roguery, or 
from faction, which is often a complication of both, entered into this delufion; 
and one Deering, a friar, wrote a book of the revelations and prophecies of Eli
.zabe:h t. Miracles were daily added, to encreafe the wonder; and the pulpit 
every where refounded with accounts of the fanB:ity and infpirations of this new 
propherefs. Meffages were carried from her to ~1cen Catherine, by which that 
princefs was exhor.ted to perfifl: in her oppofition to the divorce; the pope's am
b:lffadors gave encouragem~nt to the popular cr~d ·.llity ; and even Fi!1ler, b. fhop 
()f Rocbefter, tho' a :nan of fenfe and learning, was carried away with an opinion 

fo 
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fo favourable to the party, which he had embraced t. The King at laft began 
to think the matter worthy of his attention; and having ordered Elizabeth and 
her accomplices to be arrefted, he brought them before the ftar-chamber, \ 'here 
they freely, without being put to the tonure, made confeffion of tneir guilt~ 
The Parliament, in the fef1lon held the bfginning of this year, paffed an act of at
tainder againft fame who were engaged in this treafonable impofture*; and Elizabeth 
herfelf, M afters, Backing, Deering, Rich, Rifby, Gold, fuffered for their crime. 
The bifhop of Roche ler, Abel, Addifon, Laurence, and fome others, were 
condemned for mifpriGon of treafon; becaufe they had not difcovered fome cri· 
minal fpeeches which they heard from Elizabeth t: And they were thrown into 
prifon. The better to undeceive the multitude, the forgery of many of the pro
phetefs's miracles was detected ; and even the fc mdalous proftitution of her man
ners was laid open to the public. Thofe paffions, which fo naturally infinuate 
themfelves amidft the warm intimacies maintained by the devotees of different 
fexes, had taken place between Elizabeth and her confederates; and it was found, 
that a door to her dormitory, which was faid to have been miraculoufly opened, 
in order to give her accefs to the chapel, for the fake of frequent converfe with 
heaven, had been contrived by Bocking and Mafters for lefs refined purpofes. 

THE deteCl:ion of an impofture, attended with fo many odious circumftances,. 
hurt much the credit of the ecclefiaftics, particularly of the monks, and inftigated 
the King to take vengeance on them. He fuppreffed three monafi:eries of the 
Obfervantine friars; and finding that little clamor was excited by this act of 
power, he was the more encouraged to lay his rapacious hands on the reft. Mean
while, he exercifed punifhment on individuals, who were obno~ious to him. 
The Parliament had made it treafon to endeavour the depriving the King of his 
dignity or titles : They had lately added to his other titles, that of fupreme head 
of the church : It was inferred, that to deny his fupremacy was treafon ; and 
many pr:ors and ecclefiaftics loft their lives for this new fpecies of crime. It was 
certainly a high infrance of tyranny to n1ake the mere delivery of a political opi-

- nion, efpecially one that no way affeEted the King's temporal right, to be a capi
tal offence, tho' attended with no overt act; and the Parliament, in palling this 
law, had overlooked all the principles by which a civilized, much more a free 
people, fhould be governed : But the violence of changing fo fudd enly the whole 
fyftem of government, and the making it treafon to deny what, during many 
ages, it had been herefy to affert, is an event ".Vhich may appear fomewhat extra
ordinary. Even the ftern, unrelenting mind of Henry was, at firft, ihocked 

:t Collier, vol. II. p. 87. 
1- Godwin'sAnnals, p. 53· 
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Chap V. with thefe fanguinary meafures ; and he went fo far as to change his garb and 
15 35· drefs, pretending for row for the 'neceffity, by which he was pufhed to fuch extremi

ties. Still impelled, however, by his violent temper, and defirous of £hiking a 

terror into the whole nation, he proceeded, by making examples of Fiilier and 

More, to confummate his lawlefs tyranny. 

Trial and ex- J or-IN Fifher, bifhop < f Rochefter, was a prelate, eminent for his learning and 
ecution of morals, no lefs than for his ecclefiaftical dignities, and for the high favour which 

~~e~f ~~- he had long poifeifed with the King. When he was thrown into pri fon, on 
chefter. account of his refufing the oath of fucceffion, and his concealment of Elizabeth 

Barton's treafonable fpeeches, he had not only been deprived of all his revenues, 
but ftripped of his very cloaths, and, without confideration of his extreme age, 
was allowed nothing but rag~, which fcarce fufficed to cover his nakednefs *. In 
this condition, he lay in prifon above ·a twelvemonth ; when the pope, wil
ling to recompenfe the fufferings of fo faithful an adherent, created him a cardi
nal ; tho' Fifher was fo carelefs of that dignity, that even if the purple were 
lying on the ground, he declared that he would not ftoop to take it. This pro
motion of a man, merely for his oppofition to royal authority, rouzed the in
dignation of the King; and he refolved to make the innocent perfon feel the 
effeCts of his refentrnent. Fifher was indicted for denying the King's fupremacy, 

zzd of June. was tried, condemned, and beheaded . 

Of SirTho
mas More. 

. 
THE execution of this prelate was intended as a warning to More, whofe com

pliance, on account of his great authority both abroad and at home, and his 
high reputation for learning and virtue, was anxioui1y defired by the King. 
That prince alfo bore as great perfonal affeCtion and regard to More, as his im
perious mind, the fport of pailions, was fufceptible of towards a man, ~vho in 
any particular, oppofed his violent inclinations. But More could never be pre
vailed on, contrary to his principles, to acknowledge the King's fupremacy ; and 
tho' Henry exacted that compliance from the whole nation, there was, as yet, 
no law obliging any one to take an oath to that purpofe. Rich, the follicitor 
general, was fent to confer with More, then a prifoner, who kept a cautious 
filence with regard to the fupremacy : He was only inveigled to fay, that any 
queftion with regard to the law, which eftablifhed that prerogative, was like a 
two-edged fword: If a perfon anfwer one way, it will confound his fou]; if ano
ther, it will deftroy his body. No more was wanted to found an indictment of 
high treafon againft the prifoner. His filence was called malicious, and made a 
part of his crime; and thefe words, which had cafually dropped from him, 

were 

• Fuller's Church Hift. book 5· p. zo3. 
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were interpreted as a denial of the fupremacy *· Trials were mere formalities Ch!p. V. 

during this reign: The jury gave fentence againft More, who had long expected I535· 
this fate, and who needed no preparation to fortify him againft the terrors of 
death. Not only his conftancy, but even his cheerfulnefs, nay, his ufual face· 
tioufnefs, never forfook him ; and he made a facrifice of his Jife to his integrity 
with the fame indifference that he maintained in any ordinary occurrence. vVhen 
he was mounting the fcaffold, he faid to one, " Frie1·d, help me up, and when 
" I go down again let me iliift for myfelf." The executioner afking him for
givenefs, he granted the requeft, but told him, " You will never get credit by 
" beheading me, my neck is fo il10rt." '"I'hen laying his head on the block, he 
bid the executioner ftay till he put afide his beard : " For,'' faid he, ''it never corn-
" mitted treafon., Nothing was wanting to the glory of this end, except a better 
caufe, more free from weaknefs and fuperftition. But as the man followed his 
principles and fenfe of duty, however mifguided, his conftancy and integrity are 
equally objeCts of our admiration. He was beheaded in the fifty-third year of his age. 6th July. 

WHEN the execution of Fin1er and More was reported at Rome, efpecially 
that of the former, who was invefted with the dignity of cardinal, every one dif
covered the moil: violent rage againft the King; and numerous libels were pub
li!bed, by the wits and orators of Italy, comparing him to Caligula, Nero, Do
mitian, and all the moft unrelenting tyrants of antiquity. Clement the feventh had 
died about fix months after he pronounced fentence againft the King; and Paul 
the third, of the name of F arnefe, had fucceeded to the papal throne. This 
pontiff, who had always favoured Henry's caufe while a cardinal, had hoped, 
that, perfonal animofities being buried with his predeceffors, it might not be 
impoffible to form an agreement with England : And Henry himfelf was fo 
defirous of accommodating matters, that in a negotiation, which he entered into 
with Francis a little before this time, he required, that that monarch fhou)d con
ciliate a friendfuip between him and the court of Rome . . But Henry was ac
cuftomed to prefcribe, not to receive terms; and even while he was negotiating 
peace, his ufual violence often canied him to commit offences, which rendered the 
quarrel total'y incurable. The execution of Fifher was regarded by Paul, as oth Auguft. 
fo capital an injury, that he immediately pafied cenfures againft the King, citing 

3 

him and all his adherents to appear in Rome within ninety days, in order to 
anfwer for their crimes: Jf they failed, he excommunicated thetn; deprived 
the King of his realm ; fubJ' eB:ed the kingdom to an interdict; declared his Kin~ excdom-..... mumcate • 
iffue by Anne Boleyn i;legitimate; diifolved all leagues with him; gave his king-
dom to any invader ; comn1anded the nobility to take arms ~gainft him ; freed 

Cc his 
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• his fubjeB:s from all oaths of allegiance ; cut off their commerce with foreign 

ftates ; and declared it lawful for my one to feize them, to make {L vcs of 
their perfons, and to convert their effeCts to their own ufe *. But t o' th .. fe cen
fures were paffed, they were not at th1t time openly denounced: The pope delayed 
the publication, till he .fhould find an agreement with England e·ntirely defperate; 
and till the emperor, who was at prefent preffed by the Turks and the prote
ftant princes in Germany, .fhould be in a condition to execute the cenfures. 

THE King knew, that he might expect any injury, which it Hwuld be in 
Charles's power to inflict; and he th:refore made it the chief object of his policy 
to incapacitate that monarch from wreaking his refentment upon him t. He 
renewed his friendfhip with Francis, and opened negotiations for marrying his 
infant-daughter, Elizabeth, with the duke of Angouleme, third fon of Francis. 
Thefe two princes alfo n1ade advar.ces to the protefrant league in Germany, 
who were ever jealous of the empe~or's ambition : And Henry, befides remit
ing them fome money, fent Fox, bifhop of Hereford, as Francis did Bellay, 
lord of Langey, to treat with thofe frinces. But during the firfr fervours of the 
reformation, an agreen1ent in theological tenets was held, as well as an union 
of intereft, to be effential to a good :orrefpondence among ftates; and tho' both 
:Francis and Henry flattered the GenTian princes with hopes of their embracing 
the confeilion of Aufbourg, it was locked upon as a bad fymptom of their fincerity, 
that they exercifed fuch extreme rigour againft all preachers of the reformation 
in their refpetlive dominions :J:. Henry carried the feint fo far, that, while he 
thought himfelf the firfr theologian ir the world, he yet invited over MelanB:hon, 
Bucer, Sturmius, Draco, and other German divines, in order to confer with 
him, and to inftruct him in the foJndation of their tenets. Thefe theologi. 
ans were now of great importance in the world ; and no poet or philofopher, 
even in antient Greece, where they were treated with moft refpeCt, had ever 
reached equal applaufe and admiration with thefe wretched compofers of n1eta· 
phyfical polemics. The German p1inces told the King, that they could not 
fpare their divines ; and as Henry had no hopes of agreement with fuch zealous 
difputants, and knew that in Germary the followers of Luther would not affo
ciate with the difciples of Zuinglius, becaufe, tho' they agreed in every thing 
elfe, they differed in fon1e particulan with regard to the eucharift, he was the 
n1ore indifferent on account of this rdufal. He could alfo forefte, that even whi!e 
the league of Smalcalde did not act :n concert with him, they would always be 
carried by their intereft to oppofe the emperor : And the hatred between Francis 

and 
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and that monarch was fo inveterate, that he efteemed himfelf fure of a fincere Chap. V. 
ally in one or other of thefe potentates. 

DuRING thefe negotiations an incident h1ppened in England, which promifed 15 36. 

a more amicable conclufion of thefe difput~s, and feemed even to open a way . 
for a reconcilement between I-Ienry and Charles. QEeen Catherine was feized 
with a lingering iilnefs, which at laft brotght her to her grave·: She died at 

6
th January. 

Kimbolton in the county of Huntingdon, in the fiftieth year of her age. A 
little before fhe expired, fhe wrote a very tmder letter to the King; where fue Death of 

gave him the appellation of her mo/1 dear Lord, King, and llufoand. She -told ~:.en Cathe· 

him, that as the hour of her death was nov approaching, fhe laid hold of this 
laft opportunity to inculcate on him the importance of his religious duty, and 
the comparative emptinefs of all human grandeur and enjoyment: That tho' his 
fondnefs towards thefe perifl1ing advantages had thrown her into many calamities, 
as well as created to himfelf much trouble, 1he yet forgave him all paft in-
juries, and hoped that this pardon would be ratified in heaven: And that fhe had 
no other requeft to make, but to recommenJ to him his daughter, the foie pledge 
of their loves, and to crave his protection br her maids and fervants. She con-
cluded with thefe words, I make tl1is vov, that mine eyes defife JOU above all 
things*. The King was touched, even to the 1hedding of tears, by this ]aft 
tender proof of Catherine's affec1ion ; but QEeen Anne is faid to have ex-
pre!fed her joy for the death of a rival beyood what decency or humanity could 
permit t. 

THE emperor thought, that as the deceae of his aunt had removed all foun
dation for perfonal animofity between him and Henry, it might not now be 
impoffible to detach him from the alliance of France, and renew that confederacy 
with England from which he had formerly 1eaped fo much advantage. He fent 
Henry propofals for a return to antient alntty, upon thefe conditions :f:; that he 
fhould be reconciled to the pope, that he hould affift him in his war with the 
Turk, and that he fhould take party with hin1 againft Francis, who now 
threatened the dutchy of Milan. The Kirg replied, that he was willing to be 
on good terms with the emperor, provided he would acknowledge, that the for
mer breach of friendiliip came entirely fron himfelf: As to the cbnditions pro
pofed ; the proceedings againft the bifhop of Rome were fo juft, and fo fully 
ratified by the Parliament of England, thtt they could not now be revoked; 
when cbrifiian princes fhould have fettled peace among themfelves, he would 

Cc 2 not 

* Herbert, p. 403. t Burnet, vol. I. p. 192. t Du Bellay, liv. 'i· Herbert. 
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Chap. V. not fail to exert that vigour, which became him, againft the enemies of the 
1 536• faith; and after amity with the emperor was once fully reftored, he would then 

be in a fituation, as a common friend both to him and Francis, either to medi
ate an agreement between them, or to affift the injured party. 

WHAT rendered Henry more indifferent to the advances made by the 
emperor, was his experience of the ufual duplicity and infincerity of that 
monarch, and the intelligence which he received of the prefent tranfaEtions in 
Europe. Francis Sforza, duke of Milan, was dead without ilfue; and the em
peror m~intained, that the dutchy, being a fief of the empire, was devolved to 
him, as the head of the Germanic body : Not to give umbrage, however, to 
the ftates of Italy, he profeffed his intention of beftowing that principality on 
fome prince, who fhould be obnoxious to no party, and he even made offer of 
it to the duke of Angouleme, third fon to Francis. The French monarch, who 
pretended that his own right to Milan was now revived upon Sforza's death, 
was contented to fubftitute his fecond fon, the duke of Orleans, in his place; 
and the emperor pretended to clofe with this propofal. But his foie intention in 
thJt liberal conceffion was to gain time, till he fhould put himfelf in a warlike 
pofture, and be able to carry an invafion into Francis's dominions. The antient 
enmity between thefe princes broke out anew in bravadoes, and in perfonal in
fults on each other, not becoming perfons of their rank, and ftill Iefs fujtable to 
men of fuch unqueftioned bravery. Charles foon after invaded Provence in 
perfon, with an army of fifty thoufand men; but met with no fuccefs. His 
army perifhed with ficknefs, fatigue, famine, and other difafters; and he was 
obliged to raife the fiege of Marfeilles, and retire into Italy with the broken re
n1ains of his forces. An army of imperialifts, near 3o,ooo ftrong, which in· 
vaded France on the fide of the Netherlands,. and laid fiege to Peronne, made 
no greater progrefs, but retired upon the approach of a French army. And 
Henry had thus the fatisfaction to find, both that his ally, Francis, was likely 
to fupport himfelf without foreign afiiftance, and that his own tranquillity was 
fully enfured by thefe violent wars and animofities on the continent. 

IF any inquietude remained with the Englilh court, it was folely occafioned by 
the ftate of affairs in Scotland. J an1es, hearing of the diftre.ffed fituation of his 
ally, Francis, very generoufly levied fome forces; and embarking them on 
board veffels, which he had hired for that purpofe, landed them fafely in France. 
He even came over in perfon; and making hafte to join the French King's 
camp, which then lay in Provence, and to partake of his danger, he met that 
prince at Lyons, who, having repulfed the emperor's invafion, was now return
ing to his capital. Recommended by fo agreeable and feafonable an-in fiance of 

friend !hip, 
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friendihip, the King of Scots made fuit to Magdalen, daughter to the French Chap V. 
monarch~ who had no other fcruple in agreeing to the match, than what was de- 15)6• 

ri vcd from the infirm ftate of his d;mghter's health, which feemed to threaten 
her with an approaching end. But J ames having gained the affections of the 
princefs, and obtained her confent, the father woulJ no longer oppofe the united 
defires of his daughter and friend ; and they were accordingly married, and foon 
after fet fail for Scotland, where the young ~een, as was forefeen, died in a 
little time after her arrival. Francis, however, was afraid, left his ally, Henry, 
whom he likewife looked on as his friend, and who lived with him on a more 
cordial footing than is ufual among great princes, !hould be difpleafed that this 
clofe confederacy between France and Scotland was concluded without his par
ttctpation. He therefore difpatched Pommeraye to London, in order to apolo-
gize for this meafure; but Henry, with his ufual opennefs and freedom, ex-
preffed fuch difpleafure, that he refufed even to confer with the ambaffador ; and 
Francis was apprehenfive of a rupture with a prince, who regulated his 
meafures more by humour and pafilon than by the rules of political prudence. 
But Henry was fo fettered by the oppofition, in which he was engaged againfl: 
the pope and the emperor, that he purfued no farther this difguft againft Francis; 
and in the end every thing remained in tranquillity both on the fide of France 
and Scotland. 

THE domefiic peace of England feemed to be expofed to more hazard, by the 
violent innovations in religion ; and it may be affirmed, that, in this dangerous 
conjunCture, nothing enfured public tranquillity fo much as the decifive authority 
acquired by the King, and his great afcendant over all his fubjeets. Not only 
the devotion paid the crown, was profound during that age : rfhe perfonal re
fpeCt, infpired by Henry, was confiderable; and even the terrors, with which 
he over-awed every one, were not attended with any confiderable degree of 
hatred. 1-lis franknefs, his fincerity, his magnificence, his generofity, were vir
tues which counterballanced his violence, cruelty, and impetuofity. And the 
important rank, which his vigour, more than addrefs, acquired him in all 
foreign negotiations, flattered the vanity of Engliibmen, and made them the 
more willingly endure thofe domefric hardihips, to which they were expofed. The 
King, confcious of his advantages, was now proceeding to the moft dangerous 
trial of his authority ; and after paving the way for that meafure by feveral expe~ 
dients, he was at laft d termined to fupprefs the monafteries, and to put himfelf 
in poffeffion of their ample revenues. 

THE great encreafe of monafteries, if matters be confidered merely in a politi
cal light, will appear the radical inconvenience of the catholic religion ; and every 

othe 
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other difadvantage, attending that communion, feems to have an infeparable con
nection with thefe religious infiitutions. Papal ufurpations, the tyranny of the in· 
quifition, the multiplication of holidays; all thefe fetters on liberty and induftry, 
were ultimately derived from the authority and infinuation of monks, who being 
fcattered every where, proved fo many colonies of fuperftition and of folly. 
This order of men were extremely enraged againft Henry ; and regarded the 
abolition of the papal authority in England, as the removal of the foie protec
tion which they enjoyed againft the rapacity of the crown and of the courtiers. 
They were now fubjetted to the King's vifitation ; the fuppofed facrednefs 
of their bulls from Rome was rejected; the progrefs of the reformation abroad, 
which had every where been attended with the abolition of the monailic ilate, 
gave them reafon to expect like confequences in England ; and tho' the King 
frill maintained the ancient doctrine of purgatory, to which moft of the convents 
owed their origin and fupport, it was forefeen, that, in the progrefs of the con
teft, he would every day be l.,d to depart wider from antient inflitutions, and be 
drawn nearer the tenets of the reformers, with whom his political interefts natu· 
rally induced him to ally himfelf. Moved by thefe confiderations, the friars made 
ufe of all their influence to en flame the people againft the King's government; 
and Henry, finding their fafety irreconcilable with his own, was determined to 
feize the prefent opportunity, and utterly deftroy his declared enemies. 

CR OMWEL, fecretary of ftate, had been appointed vicar general, or vicege
rent, a new office, by which the King's fupren1acy, or the abfolute, uncontroul· 
able power affumed over the church, was delegated to him. He employed Lay
ton, London, Price, Gage, Petre, Bellafts, and others, as commiffioners, who 
carried on, every where, a rigorous enquiry with regard to the conduCt and de
portment of all the friars. During times of faction, efpecially of the religious 
kind, no equity is to be expected from adverfaries ; and as it was known, that 
the King's intention in this vifitation, was to find a pretence for abolifhing mo
natleries, we may naturally conclude, that the reports of the commiffioners are 
very little to be relied on. Friars were encouraged to bring in informations 
againfl: their brethren ; the fiightefi: evidence was credited; and even the calum
nies fpread abroad by the friends to the reformation, were regarded as grounds of 
proof. Monilrous diforders are therefore faid to have been found in many of 
the religious houfes : Whole convent-; of women abandoned to lewdnefs : Signs 
of abortions procured, of infants murdered, of unnatural 1ufts between perfons 
of the fame fex. It is indeed probable, that the blind fubmiffion of the people, 
during thofe ages, would render the friars and nuns more unguardt d) and more 
diffolute, than they are in any roman catholic cotmtry at prefent: But frill, the 

2 _ reproaches, 
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re r-oaches, which it is fafefi: to credit, are fuch as point at vices, naturaHy con- Chap. V. 
neEted with the very inftitution of convents, and with the monafl:ic life. The cruel 1 

'"
6• 

and inveterate factions and quarrels therefore which the commiffioners mentioned, 
are very credible, amqng men, who, being confined together within the fame 
walls, never can forget their mutual animofities, and who, being cut off from 
all the mofl: endearing conneCtions of rature, are commonly curfed with hearts 
more felfiil1, and tempers more unreler.ting, than fall to the ihare of other men. 
The pious frauds, praCtifed to increafe the devotion and liberality of the people, 
may be regarded as certain, in an order founded on illufions, lies, and fuperfl:ition. 
The fupine idlenefs, alfo, and its attendant, profound ignorance, with which 
the convents were reproached, admit of no queftion ; and tho' monks were the 
true prefervers, as well as inventors, of the dreaming and captious philofophy of 
the fchools, no manly or elegant knowledge could be expeC1ed among men, 
whofe life, condemned to a tedious uniformity, and deprived of all emulation, 
afforded nothing to raife the mind, or cultivate the genius. 

SoME few monafl:erie~, terrified with this rigorous inquifiti0n carried on by 
Cromwel and his commiHioners, fm·rendered ·their revenues into the King's hands; 
and the monks received fmall penfions as the reward of their obfequioufnefs. 
Orders were given to difmifs fuch nuns and friars· as were below four and twenty, 
and whofe vows were, on that account, fuppofed not to be binding. The doors 
of the convents were opened, even to fuch as were above that age; and all thofe 
recovered their liberty who defired it. But as all thefe expedients did not fully 
anfwer the King's purpofe, he had recourfe to his ufual inftrument of power, 
the Parliament ; and in order to prepare n1en for the innovations projected, the 
report of the vifitors was publifhed, and a general horror was endeavoured to be 
excited in the nation againft inftitutiom which, to their anceftors, had been the 
objects of the moft profound veneration. 

THE King, tho' determined to aboldh utterly the monaftic order, refolved to 4 Februaryw 

Proceed gradually in this great work; and he gave direC1ions to the Par-
1
. 

• A Par 1ameut. liament to go no further at prefent, than to fupprefs the lefier monafteries, 
who poffdfed revenues below two hundred pounds a year value*. Thefe were 
found to be the moft corrupted, as lying lefs under the refi:raint of fhame, and 
being expofed to Iefs fcrutiny t ; and it was efteemed fafeft to begin with them, 
and thereby prepare the way for the greater innovations projected. By this act Supprcffion of 
three hundred and feventy fix monafi:cries were fuppreifed, and their revenues, the lc.ffer mo.! 

• 1 • h .r d d 1 t.: K" b naftenc~t. amountmg to tJllrty two t Ol11an poun s a year, were grantee. to tue mg; e-
fides their goods, chattels, and plate, computed at a hundred thoufand pounds 

n1ore, 
* 27 Hen. Vlll. c. zS. t Burnct1 vol. I. p. 193. 
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more :J:. It appears not that any oppofition was made to ths important law: So 
abfolute was Henry's authority! A court, called the c~urt of augmentation 
of the King's revenue, was appointed for the management )f thefe funds. The 
people naturally concluded, from the erection of this court, that Henry in
tended to proceed in fpoiling the church of her patrimony ]1. 

Tn E aB: formerly paffed, empowering the King to namt thirty-two commiffi
oners for framing a body of canon law, was renewed; butthe project was never 
carried into execution. Henry thought, that the prefent confufion of that law 
encreafed his authority, and kept the clergy in ftill greater dependance. 

FARTHER progrefs was made in corn pleating the union of Wales with England: 
The feparate jurifdiB:ions of feveral grea t lords or marcher;, as they were called, 
which obftrutl:ed the courfe of juftice in Wales, and encouraged robbery and pil
laging, were abolifhed; and the authority of the King's coutts was extended every 
where. Some jurifdict:ions of a like nature in England we:e alfo abolilhed § this 
feffion. 

THE commons, fenfible that they had gained nothing by oppofing the King's 
will, when he formerly endeavoured to fecure the profit! of wardfhips and li
veries, were now contented to frame a law*, fuch as he dictated to them. It 
was enacted, that the polfeffion of land fhall be adjudged tc be in thofe who have 
the ufe of it, not in thofe to whom it is transferred in truft. 

AFTER all thefe laws were paffed, the King diffolved th~ Parliament; a Par
liament memorable, not only for the great and importan1 innovations which it 
introduced, but alia for the long time it had fat, and the frequent proroga
tions which it had undergone. Henry had found it fo <!bfequious to his will, 
that he did not chufe, during there religious ferments, to hazard a new eleCtion; 
and he cont:nued the fame Parliament above fix years : A xatl:ice, at that time, 
quite unprecedented in England. · 

THE convocation, which fat during this feffion, were engaged in a very im
portant work, the deliberating on the new tranfiation whic'1 was projected of the 
fcriptures. Tindal had formerly given a tranfiation, and it had been greedily 
read by the people ; but as the clergy compL~ined of it, 1s very inaccurate and 
unfaithful, it was now propofed that they fhould themfelve; publifh a tranOation, 
which would not be liable to thofe objections. The frierds of the reformation 
affer.ced, that nothing could be more abfurd than to cooceal, in an unknown 

tongue, 
t It is pretended~ fee Hollingfued, p. 939, that ten thoufand monks w6'e turned out on the diifolu

tion of the l ' ifer monafieries. Jf fo, m oft of them muft have been Mendi:ants: For the revenue could 

not have fupported near that number. The Mendicants, no doubt, fiill contirued their former profeffion. 

U 27 Hen. VIII. c. 27. § 27 Hen. VIII. c. 4· • ;,7 Hen. VIII. c. 1 o. 
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tongue, the word it~lf of God, and thus to counteract the will of heaven, which, 
for the purpofe of univerfal falvation, h~d publi!hed that falutary doCtrine to all 
nations : That if th s praCtice was not very abfurd, the artifice at le aft was very 
barefaced, and provtd a confcioufnefs, that the gloffes and traditions of the cler
gy ftood in direct oppofition to the original text, dictated by Supreme Intelli
gence: That it was now neceffary for the people, fo long abufed by interefted 
pretenfions, to fee with their own eyes, and to examine whether the claims of 
the ecclefiaftics werefounded on that charter, which was on all hands acknow
ledged to be derived from heaven : And.that as a fpirit of refearch and curiofity 
was happily revived, and men were now obliged to make a choice among the 
pretenfions of diffennt feels, the proper 1naterials for decifion, and above all, the 
holy fcriptures, !hould be fet before them, and the revealed will of God, which 
the change of langwge had fomewhat obfcured, be again, by their means, re
vealed to mankind. 

THE favourers of the ancient religion maintained, on the other hand, that the 
pretence of making :he people fee with their own eyes, was a mere cheat, and 
was itfelf a very ba~faced artifice, by which the new preachers hoped eo obtain 
the guidance of them, and feduce then1 from thofe paftors, whom the laws, 
whon1 ancient eftablifhments, whom heaven itfelf had appointed for their fpiri
tual direCtion : Tha: the people were, by their ignorance, their ftupidity, their 
neceffary avocations, totally unqualified to choofe their own principles, and it 
was a mocquery to fet materials before them, of which they could not poffibly 
make any proper ufe: That even in th~ affairs of common life, and in their 
temporal concerns, vhich lay more within the compafs of human reafon, the 
laws had, in a great meafure, deprived them of the right of private judgment, 
and had, happily, fcr their own and the public intereft, regulated their conduct 
and behaviour: That theological queftions were placed much beyond the fphere 
of vulgar compreheafion; and ecclefiaftics themfelves, tho' affifted by all the 
advantages of educa1ion, erudition, and an affiduous ftudy of the fcience, could 
not be fully affured <f a juft decifion; except by the promife made them in fcrip
ture, that God woul4 be 'ever prefent with his church, and that the gates of hell 
fhould not prevail ~ainft her : That the grofs errors a.dopted by the wifeft 

· heathens, proved hov unfit men were to grope their own way, thro' this pro
found darknefs ; nor would the fcriptures, if tn.1fted to every man's judgment, 
be able to remedy; 1)0 the contrary, they would much augment, thefe fatal illu
fions: That facred vrit itfelf was involved in fo much obfcurity, was expofed to 
fo many difficulties, contained fo many appearing contradictions, that it was the 
moft dangerous weap>n which could be intrulled into the hands of the ignorant 
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and giddy multitude: That the poetical fpirit, in which a great part of it was, 
compofed, ·at the fame time that it occafioned uncertainty in the fenfe, by its multi .. 
plied tropes and figures, was fufficient to kindle the zeal of fanaticifrn, and there
by throw civil fociety into the moft furious combuftion : That a thoufand fecrs; 
mufr arife, which would pretend, each of them, to derive its tenets from the 
fcripture; and would be able, by fpecious arguments, or even without fpecious. 
arguments, to feduce filly women, and ignorant mechanics, into a belief of the· 
mofl monftrous principles: And that if ever this diforder, dangerous to the · 
magiftrate himfelf, received a remedy, it muft be from the tacit acquiefcence of 
the people in fome new authority ; and it was evidently better, without farther 
conteft or enquiry, to adhere peaceably to ancient, anti therefore the more fecure 
eftablilhments. 

THESE latter arguments being more agreeable to ecclefiaftical government, 
would probably have prevailed in the convocation, had it not been for the autho
rity of Cranmer, Latimer, and fame other bifhops, who were fuppofed to fpeak 
the King's fenfe of the matter. A vote was paffed for publilhing a new tranfia
tion of the fcriptures ; and in three years time this great work was finilhed, and 
printed at Paris. This was deemed a great point gained by the reformers ; and 
a confiderable advancement of their caufe. Farther progrefs was foon expected, 
after fuch important fucceifes. 

BuT while the retainers to the new religion were triumphing in their profpe
rity, they met with a mortification, which feemed to blaft all th~ir hopes: Their 
patronefs, Anne Boleyn, loft the King's favour, and foon after her life, from the 
rage of that furious monarch. Henry had perfevered conftantly in his love to 
thi~ lady, during fix years that his profecution of the divorce lafted; and the 
more obftacles he met with to the gratification of his paffion, the more deter
mined zeal did he exert in purfuing his purpofe. But the affeCtion which had 
fubfifted fo long under difficulties, had no fooner attained fecure poifeffion of its 
object, than it languilhed from fatiety ; and the King's heart was apparently ali· 
enated from his confort. Anne's enemies foon perceived this fatal change; and • 
they were very forward to widen the breach, when they found that they incurred 
no danger by interpof1ng in thofe delicate concerns. She had brought forth a 
dead fGn ; and Henry's extreme fondnefs for male ilfue being thus, for the pre
fent, difappointed, his temper, equally violent and fuperftitious, was dif
pofed to make the innocent mother anfwerable for this misfortune *. But the 
chief means which Anne's enemies employed to enflame the King againft her, 
was his jealoufy. 

4 ANNE, 
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ANN£, tho' fhe appears to have been entirely innocent, and even virtuous, in 
her conduct, had a certain gaiety, if not levity, of character, which threw. her 
off her guard, and made her lefs circumfpeCt than her fituation required. Her 
education in France rendered her the more prone to thefe freedoms; and it was with 
difficulty fhe conformed herfelf to that ftriCl: ceremonial which was pracrifed in 
the court of England. More vain than haughty, fbe was pleafed to fee the in
fluence of her beauty on all around her, and fhe indulged herfelf in an eafy fa
n1iliarity with perf0ns, who were formerly her equals, and who might then have 
pretended to her friendfuip and good graces. Henry's dignity was cffended with 
thefe popular manners ; and tho' the lover had been entirely blind, rLe hufband 
poffeffed but too quick difcernment and penetration. \Vicked inftruments interpo
fe~, and put a malignant interpretation on the harmlefs liberties of the ~een : The 
vifcountefs of Rocheford, in particular, who was married to the ~een's brother, 
but who lived on bad terms with her fifter-in-law, infinuated the moft cruel fuf
picions into the King's mind; and as ihe was a woman of a very profligate cha
raCter, ihe paid no regard either to truth or humanity in thofe calumflies which 
ihe fuggefted. She pretended, that her own hufband was engaged in a criminal 
correfpondence with his fifler ; and not contented with this impu·tation, ihe poi
foned every atlion of the ~een, and reprefented each inftance of favour which 
fhe conferred on any one, as a token of affection. Henry N orris, groom of the 
ftole, Wefton, and Brereton, gentlemen of th.e King,s chamber, together with 
MarkSmeton, groom of the chamber, were obferved to poffefs much of the Queen's 
friendfhip; and they ferved her with a zeal and attachment which, tho' chiefly 
derived from gratitude, might not improbably be feafoned with fome mixture of 
tendernefs for fo amiable a princefs. The King's jealoufy laid hold of the flight
eft circumftance; and finding no particular object on which it could faflen, it 
vented itfelf equally on every one who came within the verge of its fury. 

HAD Henry's jealoufy been derived from loie, tho' it 'might on a fudden have 
proceeded to the moft violent extremities, it would have been fubjeB: to many re
morfes and contrarieties; and might at laft have ferved only to augment that af
fection, on which it was founded. But it was a more ftern jealoufy, foftered en
tirely by pride : His love was wholly transferred to another object. J ane Sey
mour, daughter of Sir John Seymour, and maid of honour to the ~een, a 

young lady of fingular beauty and merit, had obtained an entire afcendant over 
him; and he was d termined to facrifice every thing to the gratification of this 
i1ew appetite. Unlike to moft monarchs, who judge lightly of the crime of gal
lantry, and who deem the young damfels of their court rather honoured than dif
graced by their paffion, he ntver thought of any other attdcbment than that of mar-
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riage ; and in order to attain this ePd, he underwent more difficulties and com
mitted greater crimes than tho e which he fought to avoid by forming that legal 
connexion. And having thus entertained the defign of raifing his new mifhefs 
to his bed and throne, he more willingly hearkened to every fuggeftion, which 
threw any imputation of guilt on the unfortunate Anne Boleyn. 

THE King's jealoufy firft appeared openly in a tilting at Greenwich, where 
the ~een happened to drop her handkerchief; an incident probably ca
fual, but interpreted by him as an inftance of gallantry to fome of her para
mours*. He immtdiately retired from the place; fent orders to confine her to 

her chamber; arrefted Norris, Brereton, Wefion, and Smeton, together with 
her b other, Rocheford ; and threw them into prifon. The ~een, aftonifhed 
at thefe inftances of his fury, thought that he meant only to try her; but finding 
him in earneft, 1he reflected on his obftinate unrelenting fpirit, and fhe prepared 
herfelf for that melancholy doom, which was awaiting her. Next day, fhe was fent 
to the Tower ; and on her way thither, ihe was informed of her fuppofed offences, 
of which lhe had been hitherto ignorant: She made earneft proteftations of her 
innocence ; and when fhe entered the prifon, 1he fell on her knees, and prayed 
God fo to help her, as ihe was not guilty of the crime imputed to her. Her 
furprize and confufion threw her into hifterical diforders; and in that fituation, fhe 
thought that the beft proof of innocence was to make an entire confeffion, and !he 
difcovered fome indifcretions and levities, which her fjmplicity had equally be
trayed her to commit and to avow. She owned, that ihe had once rallied Norris 
on his delaying his tnarriage, and had told him, that he probably expected her, 
when 1he fhould be a widow : She had reproved Wefton, fhe faid, for his af
fection to a kinfwoman of hers, and his indifference towards his wife : But he 
told her, that 1he had miflaken the object of his affection, for it was herfelf ~ 
Upon which, ihe defied him t. She affirmed, that Smeton had never been in 
her chamber but twice when he played on the harpficord: But ihe acknowledged, 
that he had once had the boldnefs to tell her, that a look fufficed him. The 
King, inftead of being fatisfied with the candour and fincerity of her confeffion, 
regarded thefe indifcretions only as preludes to greater and more criminal intimacies. 

OF all thofe multitudes, whom the beneficence of the ~een's temper had 
obliged, during her profperous fortune, no one durft interpofe between her and 
the King's fury ; and the perfon, whofe advancement every breath had favoured, 
and every countenance had fmiled upon, was now left neglected and abandoned. 
Even her uncle the duke of Norfolk, preferring the connexions of party to the 
ies of blood, was become her m oft dangerous enemy ; and all the retainers to the 
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catholic religion hoped, that her death would terminate the King's quarrel with 
Home, and leave him again to his natural and early bent, which had inclined 
him to fupport the mofl: intimate connexions with the apofwlic fee. Cranmer 
alone, of all the ~een's adherents, frill retained his fnend fhip for her; and, as 
far as the King's impetuoflty permitted him, he endeavoured to moderate the 
violent prej udices, entertained againft her. 

THE ~teen herfelf wrote Henry a letter from the Tower, full of the m oft tender 
expoilulations, and of the warmefi: proteftations of inn, cence. It contains fo 
much nature and even elegance, as to deferve to be tranfmitted to pofterity, 
without any alteration of the expreffion. It is as follows. 

" SrR, your grace's difpleafure, and my imprifonment are things fo frrange 
" unto me, as what to write, or what to excufe, I am altogether ignorant. 
" Whereas you fend unto me (willing me to confefs a truth, and fo obtain your 
~' favour) by fuch an one, whom you know to be mine ancient profeffed enemy, 
" I no fooner received this meffage by him, than I rightly conceived yuur mean
,, ing; and, if, as you fay, confeffing a truth indeed m.iy procure my fafety, I 
'~ fhall with all willingnefs and duty perform your command. 

" BuT let not your grace ever imagine, that your poor wife will ever be 
" brought to acknowledge a fault, where not fo much as a thought thereof pre
H ceded. And to fpeak a truth, never prince had wife more loyal in all duty, 
" and in all true affection, than you have ever found in Anne Boleyn : With 
" which name and place I could willingly have contented myfelf, if God and 
" your grace's pleafure had been fo pleafed. Neither did I at any time fo far 
" forget myfelf in my exaltation or received queenfhip, but that I always looked 
" for fuch an alteration as I now find; for the ground of my preferment being 
" on no furer foundation than your grace's fancy, the leaft alteration I knew was 
" fit and fufficient to draw that fancy to fome other object. You have chofen 
" me from a low eftate to be your ~een and companion, far beyond my defert 
'' or defire. If then you found me worthy of fuch honour, good your grace 
" let not any light fancy, or bad counfel of mine enemies, withdraw your 
" princely favour from me; neither let that ftain, that unworthy ftain, of a 
" difloyal heart towards your good grace, ever caft fo foul a blot on your moft 
" dutiful wife, and the infant-princefs yo~r daughter. Try me, gcod King, 
" but let me have a lawful trial, and let not my fworn enemies fit as my accufers 
" and judges; yea let me receive an open trial, for my truth fhall fear no open 
" !hame; then fhall you fee either mine innocence cleared, your fufpicion and 
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'' confcience fatisfied, the ignominy and ilander of the world ftopped, or my 
'' guilt openly declared. So that whatfoever God or you may determine of ne, 
" your grace may be freed from an open cenfure, and mine offence being fo law
" ful1y proved, your grace is at liberty, both before God and man, not only to 
,, execute worthy punHhment on me as an unlawful wife, but to follow your af
" feCtion, already fettled on that party, for whofe fake I am now as 1 am, whofe 
4' name I could fome good while !ince have pointed unto, your grace not being · 
" ignorant of my fufpicion therein. 

" BuT if you have already determined of me, and that not only my 
" death, but an infamous Oander muft bring you the enjoying of your defired 
" happinefs ; then I defire of God, that he will pardon your great fin there
" in, and likewife mine enemies, the inftruments thereof, and that he 
" will not call you to a ftriet account for your unprincely and cruel ufage of 
" me, at his general judgment-feat, where both you and myfelf n1uft .fhortly ap_ 
" pear, and in whofe judgment I doubt not (whatfoever the world may think 
" of me) mine innocence fhall be openly known, and fufficiently cieared. 

" Mv Iafi: and only requeft fhall be, that myfelf n1ay only bear the burden 
" of your grace's difp1eafure, and that it may not touch the innocent fouls of 
" thofe poor gentlemen, who (as I underftand) are Jikewife in ftrait imprifon
,, ment for my fake. If ever I have found favour in your fight, if ever the 
'' name of Anne Boleyn hath been pleafing in your ears, then let me obtain this 
" requeft, and I will fo leave to trouble your grace any further, with mine earn· 
" eft prayers to the Trinity to have your grace in his good keeping, and to di
" rea you in a11 your aCtions. From my doleful prifon in the Tower, this fixth 
" of May; 

" Your moll: loyal 
~' and ever faithful wife, 

ANNE BoLEYN. 

THIS letter had no influence on the unrelenting mind of Henry, who was de
termined to pave the way for his new marriage by the death of Anne Boleyn. 
Norris, Wefton, Brereton, and Smeton, were tried; but no legal evidence was 
produced againft them. The chief proof of their guilt confifted in a hear-fay 
report from one lady Wingfield, who was dead. Smeton was prevailed on, by 
the vain hope of life, to confefs a criminal correfpondence with the Queen*; but 
even her enemies expected little advantage from this confeilion: For they never 
dared to confront him with her ; and he was immediately executed; as were 
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alfo Brereton and ·Wefl:on. Norris had been much in the King's· favour; and an 
offer was made him of life, if he would confefs his crime, and accufe the ~een : 
But he generoufly rejected that propofal; and faid, that in his confcience he be
lieved her entirely guiltlefs : But, for his part, he could accufe her of nothing, . 
and he would die a thoufand deaths rather than calumniate an innocent perfon. 

THE ~een and her brother were tried by a jury of peers, conflfting of the duke 
of Suffolk, the Marquis of Exeter, the earl of Arundel, and twenty-three more : 
Their uncle, the duke of Norfolk, prefided as lord high fi:eward. Upon what 
proof or pretext the crime of inceft was imp ted to them is unknown : The · 
chief evidence, it is fc id, amounted to no more than that Rocheford had been , 
feen to lean on her bed before fome company. Part of the charge agaioft her ~ 
was, that lhe had affirmed to her minions, that the King never had her heart; , 
and had faid to each of them apart, that !he loved him b tter than any perfon , 
whatfoever : Which was to the jlander of tbe iifue begot between the King and her: By , 
this firained interpretation, her guilt was brought under the ftatute of the 25th of · 
this reign; in which it was declared criminal to throw any f1ander upon the King, 
~een, or their ifiue. Such palpable abfurcities were, at that time, admitted, 
and they were regarded by the peers of England as a fufficient reafon for facri- . 
ficing an innocent ~een to the cruelty of their tyrant. Tho' unaffified by coun
fel, fhe defend,ed herfelf with great judgment and prefence of mind; and the 
fpeCl:ators could not forbear pronouncing her entirely innocent. · Judgment, how
ever, was given by the court, both againft the ~een and lord Rocheford ; and 
her verdicl: contained, that fhe Ihould be burned or beheaded at the King's plea
fure. When this dreadful fentence was pronounced, lhe was not terrified, but . 
lifting up her hands to heaven, faid, " 0! Father, 0! Creator, thou who . 
" art the way, the truth, and the life, thou knoweft that I have not deferved 
" this death." And then turning to the judges, made the moll p~thetic decla-. 
rations of her innocence. 

HENR v, not fatisfied with this cruel vengeance, was refolved entirely to annul 
his marriage with An ne Boleyn, and to declare her iffue illegitimate : He recalled to . 
his memory, that, a little after her appearance in the Englifh court, fome attach
ment had been acknowledged between her and the earl of Northumberland, then 1 

lord Piercy; and he now queitioned the nob em an with regard to thefe engage- . 
ments. Northumberland took an oath before the two archbifhops, tha~ no con
tract nor promife of marri, be had ever paffed between them: f-Ie received the 
facrament upon it, before tbe duke of Norfolk and others of the privy council ; ., 
and this folemn act he accompanied with the .moft fvlemn pr.oteftations of his ve-
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racity *. The ~een, however, was fhaken by menaces of executing 1he fen
tence againft her in its greatefl: rigour, and was prevailed on to confefs i1 court, 
fome lawful impediment to her marriage with the Kingt. The affliCted primate, 
who fat as judge, thought himfelf obliged by this confeffion, to pronomce the 
marriage null and invalid. Henry, in the tranfports of his fury, did, not ?erceive 
that his proceedings were totally inconfiftent, and that if her marriage wm, from 
the beginning, invalid, fhe could not poffibly be guilty of adultery. 

THE ~een now prepared for fuffering that death to which fhe vas fen
tenced. She fent her laft meffage to the King, and acknowledged the ob~gations 
which fhe owed him, in continuing thus uniformly his endeavours for her ad
vancement: From a private gentlewoman, fhe faid, he had firll mad~ her a 
n1archionefs, then a queen, and now, fince he could raife her no higher in this 
world, he was fending her to be a faint in heaven: She then renewed ne pro
teftations of her innocence, and recommended her daughter to his care. Before 
the lieutenant of the Tower, and all who approached her, fhe made the like de
clarations; and continued to behave herfelf with her ufual ferenity, aLd even 
with chearfulnefs. " The executioner," fhe faid to the lieutenant, " is, I hear, 
" very expert; and my neck is very fiend er :" Upon which fhe grafpedit in her 
hand, and laughed heartily. When brought, however, to the fcaffdd, 1he 
foftened her tone a little with regard to her proteftations of innocence. She 
reflected, that the obftinacy of ~een Catherine, and her refiftance to the King's 
will, had much alienated him from the lady Mary; and her maternal <oncern, 
therefore, for Elizabeth, prevailed in thefe 1aft moments over that indi&nation, 
which the unjufi: fentence, by which fhe fuffered, naturally excited in he-. She 
faid, that fhe was come to die, as fhe was fentenced, by the law : She would ac
cufe none, nor fay any thing of the ground upon which fhe was judged She 
prayed heartily for the King; and called him a mofl: merciful and gentle prince, 
and acknowledged, that he had always been to her a good and gracious fmereign; 
and if any one fhould think proper to canvafs her caufe, fhe defired him t·> judge 
the beft t· She was beheaded by the executioner of Calais, who was ·,rought 
over as more expert than any in England. Her body was negligently thrown 
into a common cheft of elm-tree, made to hold arrows ; and was buried in the 
Tower. 

THE innocence of this unfortunate OEeen cannot reafonably be called n quef
don. Henry hin1felf, in the violence of his rage, knew not whom to a:cufe as 
her lover; and tho' he imputed guilt to her brother, and four perfons rrore, he 
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was abl~ to bring proof againft none of them. The whole tenour of her con- Chap. V. 

duct forbids us to afcribe to her an abandoned character, fuch as is implied 1.536
· 

in the King's accufation; and had fhe been fo loft to all prudence and fenfe of 
1hame, fhe mufl: have expofed herfelf to detection, and afforded her enemies 
the cleareft evidence againft her. But the King made the mofl effectual apology 
for her, by marrying J ane Seymour the very dly after her execution 11· Hi~ inl
patience to gratify this new paffion, caufed him to forget all regard to decency; 
and his cruel heart was not foftened a moment by the bloody cataftrophe of a 
perfon, who had fo long been the objett of his moft tender affettions. 

THE hdy Mary thought the death of her ftep-mother a proper opportunity for 
reconciling herfelf with the King, who, befides other caufes of difguft, had been 
offended with her, on account of the part which fhe had taken in her mother's 
quarrel. Her advances were not at firft received; and Henry exacted from her 
fome further proofs of fubmiffion and obedience: He required this young prin- • 
cefs, then about twenty years of age, to adopt his theological tenets; to acknow-
ledge his fupremacy; to renounce the pope; and to own her mother's marriage 
to be inceftuous and unlawful. Thefe points were of hard digeftion with the 
princefs; but after fome delays, and even refufals, fhe was at laft prevailed with 
to write a letter to her father*, containing her affent to the articles req\.1ired of 
her: Upon which fhe was received into favour. But notwithftanding the return 
of the King's affeCtion to the iffue of his firft marriage, he divefied not himfelf 
of kindnefs towards the lady Elizabeth; and the new ~1een, who was b]eft with 
a fingular fweetnefs of difpofition, difcovered ftrong proofs of attachment to that 
young princefs. 

THE trial and conviction of Queen Anne, and the fubfequent events, made it 8th June. 

necelfary for the King to fummon a new Parliament ; and he here, in his fpeech, · . 
d · h' 1 h · hfl. d' h" · c • h' f AParhament. n1a ea ment to 1s peop e, t at, notw1t Lan mg 1s mts•ortunes m Is two ormer 

n1arriages, he had been induced, for their good, to venture on a third. The 
fpeaker received this profeffion with a fuitable gratitude ; and he took thence oc-
cafion to praife the King for hi~ wonderful gifts of grace and nature : He com-
pared him, for juftice and prudence, to Solomon ; for ftrength and fortitude to 
SampCon ; and for beauty and comelinefs to Abfalom. The King very humbly 
replied, by the mouth of his chancellor, that he difavowed thefe praifes; fince, 
if he was really poffeffed of fuch virtues, they were the gifts of Almighty God 
only. Henry found that the Parliament were equally fubrniffive in deeds as com-
pla:fant in their expreffions; and that they would go the fame lengths as the 
to: mer in gratifying even his m oft lawlefs paffions. His divorce from An ne Bo-
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leyn was ratified ; that Queen, and a11 her accon1plices, were ahajnted; the Hfue
of both the two former marriages were declared illegitimate, and it was even 

made treafon to affert the legitimacy of either. of then1 ; to throw any fiander upon, 
the prefent King, Queen, or their iffue,.was fubjeB:ed to the fame penalty ; the crown 

was fettled on the King's iffue by Jane Seymour, or any fubfequent wife; and in 

cafe he Ihou!d die without children, he was impowered by his will, or letters pa· 

tent, .. to difpofe of the crown: An enormous conceffion t, efpecially when en

trufted to a prince fo violent and capricious in his humour. Whoever: being re

quired, refufed to anf wer upon oath to any article of this act of fet'tlement,. was 

declared to be guilty of treafon ; and by this claufe a fpecies of political .inquifi-. 

tion was eftaolirhed in the kingdom, as well as the accufations of treafon multi-· 

plied to an unreafonable degree. 'fbe King was al[o empowered to confer on any 

one, by his will, or letters patent, any cafttes, honours, ltberties, or franchifes ;. 
words which might have been extendeU to the difmembring the kingdom, by the· 
erection of principalities and independant juri{diB:ions. It was alfo, by another 

aCt, made treafon to marry, without the King's confent, any princefs related in 

the firft degree to the crown. This aCt was occa!ioned by the difcovery of a de

fign, formed by Thomas Howard, brothtr to the duke of Norfolk, to efpoufe 

the lady Margaret Douglas, niece to·the King by his fifl:er the ~een of Scots 

and the earl of Angus. Howard, as well as the young lady, was committed to 

the Tower. She recovered her liberty foon a.fter; but he died in that confine-
ment. An aB: of attainder paffed againfi him this feffion of parliament. 

'A NEW acceffion was 1ikewife gained to the authority of the crown : The King 
or any of his fucceffors was empowered to repeal or annul, by letters patent, 

whatever aB:s of parliament had been paired before he was four and twenty years 

of age. Whoever m&intained the authority of the bi'.thop of Rome, by word or 

writ, or endeavoured in any manner to reftore it in England, was fubjeCted to the 

penalty of a premunire ; that is, his goods were forfeited, and he was put out 
of the proteCtion of the laws. And any perfon who poffcffed any office, eccle· 
fiaftical or civil, or received any grant or charter from the crown ; and yet re
fuftd to renounce the pope by oath,. was declared to be guilty oftreafon. The re

nounciation prefcribed runs in the ftyle of So help me God, all faints, and the holy 
evangeli.fts t. The pope, hearing of .i\.nne Boleyn's difgrace and death, hoped 
that the door was opened to a reconciliation, and had been making fome ad-

vances 

t The King is thought to have had a defign of leaving the crown, ·in cafe of the failure of his law

ful male i:ffue, to his favourite fon, the duke of Richmond. But the death of that promifing noble

man, which ha, pcned foon after, difappointed all projefrs in his favour~ Heylin, p. 6. 

:t z8 Hen. VIII. c. 1 o. 
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~ances to Henry : But this was the reception he met with. 1-Ienry was now Cha . V. 

become abfoJ utely indifferent with regard to papal cenfures ; and findi ng a 1536• 

great increafe of authority, as well as revenue, to accrue from his quarrel with 
Rome, he was determined to perfevere in his prefent meafurcs. This Parliament 
alfo, even more than any foregoing, convinced him how much he commanded 

the refpect of his fubjects, and what confidence he might repofe in them. 1"'ho' 

the elections had been made of a fudden, without any preparation or in· 
trigue, the members difcovered an unlimited attachment to his perfon and go· 

vernment :f:. 
THE extreme complaifance of the convocation, which fat at the fame time~ cohvoc 

with the Parliament, encouraged him in his refolution of breaking ent irely wi I tion. 

the court of Rome. There was a divifion of fentiments in the minds of this 
affemb1y; and as the zeal of the reformers had been augmented by f me late 

fucceffes, the refentment of the catholics was no lefs excited by their fears and 

Joffes: But the authority of the King kept every thing fubmiffive and filent ; 

and the new affumed prerogative, the fupremacy, whofe limits no one was ful ly 

acquainted with, refl:rained even the mofl: furious movements of theo!Dgical ran-
cour. Cromwel fat as vicar-general; and tho' the catholic party exl;etl:ed, thar, 
on the fall of ~1een Anne, his authDrity would receive a great check, they were 

furprized to find him frill maintain equal credit as before. With the vicar-general 

concurred Cranmer the primate, Latimer bi!hop of W orcefler, Shaxton of Sa-

lifbury, Hilfey of Rochefter, Fox of Hereford, Barlow of St. David's. The 

c0ppofite party were led by Lee archbifhop of York, Stokefley bilhop of Lon-' 
don, Tonfl:al of Durham, Gardiner of Winchefl:er, Longland. of Lincoln, Sher-· 

borne of Chichefl:er, Nix of Norwich, and Kite of Carlifle. The former party, 

by their oppofition to the pope, feconded the King's ambition and love of power: 
The latter party, by maintaining the ancient theological tenets, were n1ore con

formable to his fpeculative principles: And both of them had alternately the ad
vantage of gaining on his humour, by which he was n1ore governed than by ei-
ther of thefe motives. · 

THE church in general was averfe to the reformation ; and the lower houfe 

framed a i!l: of opinions, in the whole fixty feven, which they pronounced er .. 

roneous, and which was a collection of principlec:, fome held by the ancient Lo1-

lards, others by the modern protefl:ants, or Gofpellers, as they were fometimes 

called. Th:s catalogue they fent to the upper houfe to be cenfured ; but in the 

preamble of the ir reprefcntation, they difcovered the fervile fpirit by which they 

were governed. 'fhey fa id, " that they intended not to do or fpeak any thing 
· E e 2 " which 

t Burnet, vol. I. p. 212. 
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Chap. V. " which might be unpleafant to the King, whom they acknowledge their fu. 
•536• " preme head, and whofe commands they were refolved to obey; renouncing 

'' the pope's ufurped authority, with all his laws and inventions, now extin
" gui!hed and abolifhed; and addicting themfelves to Almighty God and his laws, 

-t' and unto the I<.ing and the laws made within this kingdom *." 
THE convocation came at laft, after fome debate, to decide articles of reli

gion; and their tenets were of as compounded a nature a·s the affembly itfelf, or 
rather as the King's fyfiem of theology, by which they were refolved entirely to 
fquare their principles. They determined the ftandard of faith to confift in the 
fcriptures and the three creeds, the A poftolic, the Nicene, and the Athanafian ; and 
this afticle was a fignal victory to the reformers: Auricular confeffion and pennance 
were admitted, a doctrine agreeable to the Catholics: No mention was made of 
1narriage, extreme unction, confirmation, or holy orders, as facraments ; and 
in this omiffion the influence of the proteftants appeared. The real prefence was 
afferted, conformable to the ancient doctrine: The terms of acceptance were efia .. 

blHhed to be the merits of Chrift, and the mercy and good pleafure of God, 
fuitable to the new principles. 

So far the two fecrs feem to h.1ve made a fair partition, by !baring alternately 

the feveral claufes. In framing the fubfequent articles, each of them feems to 
have thrown in their ingredient. The catholics prevailed in afferting, that the 

ufe of images was warranted by fcripture; the proteftants, in warning the peo
ple againft idolatry, and the abufe of thefe fenfible reprefentations. The ancient 
fJith was adopted in maintaining the expediency of praying to faints ; the late in· 
novations in rejeCting the peculiJr patronage of faints to any trade, profeffion, 

or courfe of action. The former rites of worfhip, the ufe of holy water, the 
ceremonies pratlifed on Aih-wednefday, Palm-funday, and Good-friday, &c. 
were ftill maintained; but the new refinements were alfo adopted, which made 

light of thefe inftitutions, by the convocation's denying that they had any imme
diate power of remitting fin, and by its alferting that their foie merit confifted 
in promoting pious and devout difpofitions in the mind. 

BuT the article with regard to purgatory, contains the moft curious jargon, -
ambiguity, and hefitation, arifing from the mixture of oppofite tenets. It was 
to this purpofe: " Since according to due order of charity, and the book of 
" Maccabees, and divers ancient authors, it is a very good and charitable deed 
'' to p·ray for fouls departed ; and fince fuch a practice has been maintained in 
" the church from the beginning; all bi!hops and teachers fhould inftruB: the 
" people not to be grieved for the continuance of the fame. But fince the place 

" where 
" Collier, vol. II. -p. I 19. 
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" where departed fouls are retained, before they reach Paradife, as well as the na- Chap. V. 

" tu re of their pains, is left uncertain by fcripture; all fuch queftions are to be 
1
5 ~ 6 · 

• " fubmitted to God, to whofe mercy it is meet and convenient to commend the 

" deceafed, trufiing that he arcepteth our prayers for them."* 

THESE articles, when framed by the convocation, and corrected by the King, 
were fubfcribed by every member of that affembly ; while, perhaps, neither there 

nor throughout the whole kingdom, could one man be found, except the King 
himfelf, who had adopted precifely thefe very doctrines and opinions. For tho' 
there be not any contradiction in the tenets here advanced, it had happened in 
England, as in all other ftates where factious divifions have place; a certai n 
creed was embraced by each party; few neutrals were to be found ; and thefe 

confifted only of fpeculative or whimfical people, of whom two perfons could 
fcarce be brought to an agreement in the fame dGgmas. 1~he proteftants, all of 

them, carried their oppofition to Rome farther than thefe articles : None of the 
catholics went fo far: And the King, by being able t.J retain the nation in furh a 
delicate medium, difplayed the utmoft power of an imperious defpotifm, of which 
any hiftory furnifhes an example. To change the religion of a country, even when 
feconded by a party, is one of the moft perilous enterprizes, which any fovereign 
can atte1npt, and ofLen proves the moft deftructive to royal author.ty. But Henry 
was able to fet that furious machine in movement, and yet regulate and even 
ftop its career : He could fay to it, thus far fhalt thou go and no farther: And he 
made every vote of his parliament and convocation fubfervient, not only to his 
interefts and paffions, but even to his fmalleft caprices; nay, to his moft refined 

and moft fcholaftic fubtilties. 
THE concurrence of thefe two national a4femblies ferved, no doubt, to increafe 

the King's power among the people, and raifed him to an authority more abfo
lute, than any prince, in a fimple monarchy, even by means of military force, is 
ever able to attain. But there are certain bounds, beyond which the n1oft flavifh 
f!Jbmiffion cannot be extended. All the late innovations, particularly the diffo.
lution of the fmaller monafteries, and the imminent danger, to which all the rell: 
were expo fed t, had bred difcontent in the people, and difpofed them to a revoft. 

The 

• Collier, vol. ii. p. 1 22, & feq. Fuller. Burnet, vol. i. p. z I 5. 
t A propofal h3.d formerly been made in the convocation for the abolition of the leffer monafteries ; . 

.and had been much oppofed by bifhop Fifuer, who was then alive. He told his brethren, that this was 

fairly fhowir.g the .King the way, how he might come at the greater monafteries. " An ax, which 

'' wanted a handle, came upon a time into the wood, making his moan to the great trees, that lie 
" wanted a handle to work withal, and for that caufe he was ~onftrained to fit idle ; therefore he made 

'' it his 1equeft to them, that lhcy would be pleafed to grant him one of their fmall faplings wiJhin 
'' th~ 
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The expelled monks, wandering about the country, ex~ited both men's piety and 
compaiT10n; and as the antient religion held the populace by powerful motives, 
fuited to their capacity, it was able, now that it was brought in apparent hazard, 
to excite the ftrongeft zeal in its favour t. Difcontents had even reached fome 
of the nobility and gentry, w hofe anceflors had founded the monafteries, and 
who placed a vanity in thofe infhtutions, as well as reaped fome benefit from 
them, by the provifions, which they afforded them for their younger children. 
The more fuperfiitious were interefted in the fate of their forefathers fouls, which, 
they believed, muft now lye, during many ages, in the torments of purgatory, for 
want of maffes to relieve them. It feemed unjuft to abolifu pious inftitutions for 
the faults, real or pretended, of individuals. Even the mo!t moderate and rea
fonable thought it fomewhat iniquitous, that men, who had been invited into a 
courfe of life by all the laws, human and divine, which prevailed in their coun
try, fhould be turned out of their poffeffions, and fo little care be taken of their 
future fubfifrance. And when it was obferved, that the rapacity and bribery of 
the commiffioners and others employed in vifiting the monaf.l:eries, intercepted 
much of the profits refulting from thefe confifcations, it tended much to encreafe 
the general difcontent :J:. 

BuT the people did not break out into open fedition, till the complaints of 
the fecular clergy concured with thofe of the regular. As .Cromwel's perfon was 
very little acceptable to the ecclefiaftics; the authority, which he exercifed, be
ing fo new, fo abfolute, fo unlimited, infpired them with great difguf.l: and 
terror. He publifhed, in the King'§ name, without the confent either of par· 
liament or convocation, an ordonance, by which he retrenched a great many of 
the antient holydays; prohibited feveral fuperf.l:itions, ·g:1inful to the clergy, fuch 
as pilgrimages, images, relicts ; and even ordered the incumbents in the pa· 

·rifhes to fet apart a confiderable portion of their revenues for repairs and for the 
fupport of exhibitioners and the poor of their parifh. The fecular priefts, find
ing themfelves thus reduced to ·a grievous fiavery, inftilled into the people thofe 
difcontents, which they had long harboured in their awn bofoms. 

· " the wood to make him a handle; who, mii't:.rufiing no guile, granted him one of their fmatler trees 
" to make him a handle. But now becoming a corn pleat ax, he fell fo to work, within the fame wood, 
" that, in procefs of time, there was neither great nor fmall trees to be found in the place, where the 
" wood ftood. And .fo, my lords, if you grant the King thefe finaller monafieries, you do but make 
" him a handle, whereby, at his own pleafure, he may cut down aH the cedars within your Lebanons.'' 
Dr. Bailies' Life of Bifhop Fifher, p. 1 o8. 

t Strype, vol. i. P· 249· t Burnet, vol. i. p. 223. 

4 
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THE firft rifing was jn Lincolnfhire. It was headed by Dr. M l ckrel, prior Chap. V. 

f Barlings, who was difguifed lil'e a mean mechanic, and who bore the name Inr-
11

\?e ~~~n. 
of caytain Cobler. This tumultuous army amounted to above 2o,ooo men 1J ; 

out notwithftanding their number, they fuowed little difpofitir '1 of proceedi ng 
to extremities againfl: the King, and feemed Hill over-awed by his authority. 
They acknow!eged him to be fupreme head of the church of England; but they 
complained of his fuppreffing the monafl:eries, of evil counfellors, of men of 
n1ean birth entrufted by him, of the danger ro which the je\vels and p~ate 

of their parochial churches were expofed : And they prayed him to confult the 
nobility of the realm concerning the redrefs of thefe grievances§. The King 
was little difpofed to entertain apprehenfions of danger, efpecially from a low 
1nultitude, whom he defpifed. He fent forces againfr the infurgents under the Cth of oao .. 
command of the Duke of Suffolk ; and he returned them a very fharp anf wer to ber. 

· their petition. There were fome gentry, whom the populace had forced to take 
party with them, and who kept a fecret correfpondence with Suffolk. They in
formed him, that refentment againff the King's reply was the chief caufe, which 
retained the malecontents in arms, and that a milder anfwer would probably dif~ 
fipate the rebellion; Henry had levied a great force at London, with which he 
was preparing .to march agair·ft the rebels ; and being fo well fortified with 
power, he thought, that, without lofing his dignity, he might now lhow them 
fome greater condefcenfion. He fent a new proclamation, requiring them to r~
turn to their obedience, with fecret affurances of pardon. This expedient had 

. its effect : The populace were dillipated : Mackrel and fome of their leaders fell 
into the King's hands, and were executed: The greater part of the multitude 
retired peaceably to their ufual occupations : A few of the more obfl:inate fled into 
the North, where they joined the infurrettion, that was raifed in thofe parts. 

THE northern infurgents, as they were more numerous, were . alfo more 
formidable than thofe of Lincolnfhire, becaufe the people were more accuf ... 
tomed to arms, and becaufe of the near neighbourhood to Scotland, which 
might make advantage of thefe diforders. One Aike, a gentleman, had taken 
the command of them, and he poffeffed the art of. gove'rning the populace. Their 
enterprize they called the Pilgrimage of Grace: Some priefts marched befon: 
in the habits of their order, carrying crolfes in their hands : In their banners 
was inwove a crucifix, with the reprefentation of a chalice, and of the five 
wounds of Ch rit1 ··~' : They wore on their Oeeve an emblem of the five wounds 
with the name of J efus wrought in the midfl : They all took an oath, that they, 

h.td 

11 . llurnet, vol. i. p. 227. Herbert. § . Herbert, p. 4-10. * Fox, vol. ii. p. 99z : 
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had entered into the pilgrimage of grace from no other motive, than their love 
to God, their care of the King's perfon and iifue, their defire of purifying the 
nobility, of driving bafe-born perfons from about the King, of reflor1ng the 
church, and of fuppreffing herefy. Allll.red by thefe fair pretences, about 40,000 

men from the counties of York, Durham, LJncafter, and thofe northern pro· 
vinces, flocked to their ftandard ; and their zeal, no lefs than their numbers, in ... 
fpired the court with apprehenfions. 

THE Earl of Shrewfbury, moved by his zeal for the King's fervice, raifed 
forces, tho' at firft without any commiffion, in order to oppofe the rebels. The 
Earl of Cumbtrland repulfed them from his caftle of Skipton: Sir Ralph Evers 
defended Scarborow-caftle again!l: them t: Courtney, marquefs of Exeter, the 
King's coufin-german, obeyed .orders from court, and levied troops. The earls 
of Huntingdon, Derby, and Ruuand, imitated his example. The rebels, how
ever, prevailed in taking both ~-lull and York : They laid fiege to Pomfret caftle, 
into which the archbifbop of York and lord Darcy had thrown themfelves. It 
was foon furrendered to them ; and the prelate and nobleman, who fecretly fa
voured the caufe, feemed to yield to the force impofed on them, and joined the 

rebels. 
THE duke of Norfolk was n~med general in chief of the King's forces againft 

the northern infurgents; and as he headed the party, which fupported the antient 
religion, he was alfo fufpeCted of bearing fome favour to the caufe, which he was 
tent to oppofe. H-is prudent conduct, however, feem~ to acquit him of this im
putation. l-Ie encamped at DoncaO:er, together with the earl of Shrewfbury; and 
as his army was fmall, fcarce exceeding five thoufand men, he nude choice of a 
poit, where he~ had the river in front, the ford of which he propofed to defend 
againfl: the rebels. They had intended to attack him in the morning; but dur
ing the night., ·there fell fuch violent rains as rendered the river utterly impaffi
ble; and Norfolk very wifely laid hold of the opportunity to enter into treaty 
with them. In order t0 open the door for negotiation, he fent them a herald; 
w horn Afi<e, their leader, received with great ceremony; he himfelf fitting in a 
chair of ftate, with the archbifhop of York on one hand, and lord Darcy on the 
other. It was agreed that two gentlemen f11ould be difpatched to the King with 
propofals from the infurgents; and Henry protracted giving an anfwer, and allured 
them with hopes of entire fatisfaetion, in expectation that neceffity would foon 
oblige them to difperfe themfelves. Being informed~ that his artifice had in a 
great meafure fucceeded, he required them inftantly to lay down their arms and 
fubmit to mercy; promifing a pardon to all except fix whom he named, and 

four 
t Stowe, p. 574· Baker, p. 258. 
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four whom he referved to himfelf the power of naming. But tho' the greateft C!1a . 1
• 

part of the rebels had gone home for want of fubfiftance, they had entered ir to l53
6

• 

the moft folemn engagements to return to their ftandards, in cafe the K" r g's an-

fwer fhould not prove fatisfaB:ory. Norfolk, therefore, foon found himfelf in 

the fame difficulty as before; and he opened again a negotiation with the leaders 
of the multitude. He engaged them to fend three hundred perfbns to Doncafter, 
with propofals for an accommodation; and he hoped to be able, by intrigue and 

feparate interefts, to throw diffenfion among fo great a number. Afke himfelf 
had propofed to be one of the deputies, and he required a hoftage far his fecu-
rity: But the King, when confulted, replied, that he knew no gentleman or 

other, whom he efteemed fo little as to put him in pledge for fuch a villain. 
The demands of the infurgents were fo exorbitant, that Norfolk rejected them ; 
and they prepared again to decide the conteft by force of arms. They were as 
formidable as ever both by their numbers and fpirit ; and notwithftanding a 

finall river, which lay between them and the royal army, Norfolk had great rea-
fan to dread the effetls of their fury. But while they were preparing to pafs the 

ford, rain fell a fecond time in fuch abundance, as made it impraCticable for them 

to execute their defign ; and the populace, partly reduced to neceffity by the 
want of provifions, partly ftruck with fuperfl:ition at being thus again difappointed 
by the fame accident, fuddenly difperfed themfelves. The duke of Norfolk, who 

had received powers for that end, forwarded the difperfion, by the promife of a 
general amnefty; and the King ratified this aB: of clemency. He publilhed, how- gth of De

ever, a manifefto againft the rebels, and an anfwer to their complaints; where cember. 

he employed a very lofty ftyle, fuited to fo haughty a n1onarch. He told them, 

that they ought no more ~o pretend giving a judgment with regard to govern-
ment, than a blind man with regard to colours : " And we," he added, " with 
" our whole council think it right ftrange, that ye, who be but brutes and in~ 
" expert folk, do take upon you to appoint us, who be meet or not for our 

" council." 

As this pacification was not likely to be of long continuance, Norfolk was or

dered to keep his army together, and to go into the northern parts, in order to ex
aCt a general fubmiffion. Lord Darcy as well as Afke were fent for to court ; 

and the former, upon his refufal or delay to appear, was thrown into prifon. 

Every place was full of jealoufy and complaints. A new infurreB:ion broke out, 
headed by Mufgrave and Tilby ; and the rebels befieged Carliile with 8ooo men. 
Being repul ed by that town, they were encountered in their retreat by Norfolk, 

ho put them to flight ; ar.d having made prifoners of all their officers, except 
F f lVlufgrave, 

1)37· 
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Chap. V. Mufgrave, who efcaped, he infl:antly put them to death by martial law, to the 
l 537· number of feventy perfons. An attempt made by Sir Francis Bigot and Halam 

to furprize Hull, met with no better fuccefs; and feveral other rifings were 
fuppreffed by the vigilance of Norfolk. The King, enraged by thefe multiplied 
revolts, was determined not to adhere to the general pardon, which he had granted; 
and from a movement of his ufual violence, he made the innocent fuffer for thel 
guil ty. Norfolk, by command from his mail:er, fpread the royal banner, and, 
wherever he thought proper, executed martial law in the punifhment of offenders. 
Befides Afke, leader of the firft infurreB:ion, Sir Robert Conftable, Sir John 
Bulmer, Sir Thomas Piercy, Sir Stephen Hamilton, Nicholas Tempeft, 
William Lumley, and many others, were thrown into prifon; and moft of them 
were condemned and executed. Lord Huffey was found guilty as an accomplice 
in the infurrettion of Lincolnfhire, and was executed at Lincoln. Lord Darcy, 
tho' he pleaded compulfion, and appealed to a long life, paifed in the fervice of 
the crown, was beheaded on Tower- hill. Before his execution, he accufed Nor:. 
folk of having fecretly encouraged the rebels; but Henry, either fenfible of that 
nobleman's great fervices and convinced of his fidelity, or afraid to offend on~ 
of fuch extenfi ve power and great capacity, rejeCl:ed the information. Being now 
fatiated with punifhing the rebels, he publiil1ed anew a general pardon~ to which 
he faithfully adhered*; and he ereEted by patent a court of juftice at York, for 
deciding lawfuits to the northern counties: A demand which had been made by 

the infurgents. 
1 z October. SooN after this profperous fuccefs ag21infr the rebels, an event happened, which 
Birthofprince d. H ' . h b' h f .r. h b '[c d d h fEd Edward, and crowne enry s JOY, t e 1rt o a 100, w o was apt1 e un er t e name o -

·death of<.L ward. Yet was not this happinefs compleat: The 0!-1een died twelve days after t. 
Jane. But a fon had fo long been ardently longed for by Henry, and was now become 

fo neceffary, in order to prevent difputes with regard to the fucceffion, after the 
fuccellive illegitimation of the two Princeffes, that the King's affiiction was drown• 
ed in his joy, and he expreffed great fatisfaCt1on on this occafion. The Prince;, 
not fix days old, was created Prince of Wales, Duke of Cornwal, and Earl of 
Chefter. Sir Edward Seymour, the ~een's brother, formerly made Lord Beau
champ, was raifed to the dignity of Earl of Hertford. Sir William Fit~ 
Williams, high admiral, was created Earl of Southampton; Sir \Villiam Pauleo, 
Lord St. John ; Sir John Ruffel, Lord Ruffel. 

THE fuppreffion of the rebels and the birth of a fon, as they confirmed I-Ienry's 
authority at home, encreafed his confideration among foreign princes, and made 

z his 
* Herbert, p. 42 8. t Strype, vol. ii. p. 5· 
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l1is alliance be courted by all parties. He maintained, however, a neutrality in Chap. V. 
the wars, which were carried on, with various fuccefs, and without any decifive 15 38• 

event, between Charles and Francis; and tho' inclined more to favour the latter, 
he was determined not to incur, without neceffity, either hazard or expence in 
his behalf. A truce, concluded about this time, between thefe potentates, and 
which was afterwards prolonged for ten years, freed him from all anxiety on ac-, 
count of his ally, and re-eftablilhed the tranquillity of Europe. 

HENRy was very de!irous of cementing an union with the German proteftants; 
and for that purpofe, he fent Chriftopher Mount to a congrefs which they held at 
Brunfwick; but that minifter 1nade no great progrefs in his negotiations. The 
princes defired to know, what were the articles in their confeffion which 
Henry diiliked; and they fent new ambaifadors to him, who had orders both to 
negotiate and to difputc. They endeavoured to convince the King, that he 
was guilty of a miftake, in adminiftering the eucharifl: in one kind only, in al
lowing of private maifes, and in requiring the celibacy of the clergy*· Henry 
would by no means acknowlege any error in thefe particulars ; and was offended 
that they !hould pretend to prefcribe rules to fo great a monarch and theologian: 
He found arguments and fyllogifms enough to defend his cauf~; and he difmiifed 
the ambaffadors without coming to any conclu!ion. Jealous alfo left his own 
fubjeB:s fhouid become fuch theo!ogians as to queftion his tenets, he ufed great 
precautions in publifhing that tranOation of the fcripture, which was finifhed 

· this year. He would only allow a copy of it to be depofited in each parifh 
church, where it was fixed by a chain : And he took care to inform the people 
by proclamation, " That this irtdulgence was not the effect of his duty, but of 
" his goodnefs and his liberality to them ; who therefore fhould ufe it mode ... 
" rately, for the encreafe of virtue, not of ftrife : And he ordered that no man 
" fl1ould read the Bible aloud, fo as to diil:urb the prieft, while he fang mafs, 
~' nor prefume to expound doubtful places, without advice from the ]earned.'' 
In this meafure, as in the reft, he frill h:tlted half way between the catholics and 
the proteftants. 

THERE was only one particular, in which I-Ie;ry was quite decifive, becaufe 
he was there impelled by his avarice, or more properly fpeaking, his rapacity, 
o::cafioned by profufenefs : l'his meafure was the entire deftruction of the mona-
fleries. The prefent opportunity feemed favourable for that great enterprize; c n- f-.. uppremon o 
while the fuppreffion of the late rebellion fortified and e11creafed the royal authority; the greater 

and as fome of the abbots were fufpected of having encouraged the infurrection, monaftcries. 

~nd of correfponding with the rebels, the King's refentment was farther incited 
F f 2 by 
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by that motive. A new vifitation was appointed of all the monafteries in E Jg .. 
land; and a pretence only being wanted for their fuppreffion, it was eafy for a 
prince, poffeffed of fuch exorbitant power, and feconding the prefent humour of 
a great part of the nation, to find or feign one. The abbots and monks knew 
the danger, to which they were expofed ; and having learned, by the example 
of the leffer monafreries, that nothing could withftand the King's will, they were 
mofl: of them induced, in expeCtation of better treatment, to make a voluntary 
refianation of their houfes. Where promifes failed of effeCt, menaces and even 

b 

extreme violence were employed ; and as feveral of the abbots, fince the breach 
with Rome, had been named by the court, with a view to this event, the 
King's intentions were the n1ore eafily effeCtuated. Some alfo, having fe
cretly embraced the doCtrine of the reformation, were glad to be freed from their 
vows ; and on the whole, the defign was conduCted with fuch fuccefs, that, in 
lefs than two years, the King had got poffeffion of all the monaftic revenues. 

IN feveral places, particularly in the county of Oxford, great intereft was made 
to preferve fome convents of women, who, as they Jived in the moft irreproach
able manner, jufl:ly merited, it was thought, t.hat their houfes fhould be faved 
from the general deftruCtion *. There appeared alfo great difference between the 
cafe of nuns and friars ; and the one inftitution n1ight be very laudable, while 
the other was expofed to much blame. The males of all ranks, if endowed with 
induftry, might be of fervice to the public; and none of them could want em- . 
ployment, fuited to his ftation and capacity. But a woman of family, who failed 
of a fettlement in the married ftate, an accident to which fuch perfons were more 
liable than women of lower ftation, had really no rank which fhe properly filled; 
and a convent was a retreat both honourable and agreeable, fron1 the inutility and 
often want, which attended her fituation. But the King was determined to abo
lifh monafteries of every denomination; and probably thought, that thefe antient 
eftablifhments would be the fooner forgot, that no remains of them, of any kind, 
were allowed to fubfill: in the kingdom. 

THE better to reconcile the people to this great innovation, ftories were pub. 
liibed of the deteftable lives of the friars in many of the con vents; and great care 
was taken to defame thofe whom the court was determined to ruin. The relicts 
alfo, and fuperftitions, which had fo long been the objeCt of the people's venera
tion, were expofed to their ridicule; and the religious fpirit, now !efs bent on ex
terior obfervances and fenfible obj0cts, was encouraged in this new direCtion. Ic 
is needlefs to be particular in fuch an enumeration : Proteftant hiftorians mention 
on this occafion with great triumph the facred repofitories of convent~; the par· 

ings 
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ings of St. Edmond's toes ; fome of the coals that roafted St. l~aurence; the Chap. V. 

girdle of the Virgin fuown in eleven feveral pl ·ces ; no:.·o or three heads of St. I 5 3
8

• 

Urfula ; the felt of St. Thomas of Lancafter, an inf.dlible cure for the headach; 
part of St. Thomas of CJnterbury's 1birt, much reverenced by big- bellied wo-
men ; fome reliCts, an excellent preventive againft rain ; others, a remedy to 
weeds in corn. But fuch fooleries, as they are ro be found in all ages and na-
tions of the world, and even took place during the rnofi: refined periods of an-
tiquity, form no peculiar nor violent reproach on the catholic religion. 

THERE were alfo difcovered in the monafieries fome impoftures of a more ar
tificial nature. At Hales, in the county of Glo,ucefl:er, had been !hown, during 
feveral ages, the blood of Chrifi: brought from Jerufalem ; and it is eafy to ima
gine the veneraiion, with which fi1ch a relict was regarded. A miraculous cir
cumftance alfo attended this miraculous relict ; the facred blood was not vifible to 
any one in mortal fin, even when fet before him ; and till he had performed 
good works fufficient for his abfolution, it would not deign to difcover itfelf to 
him. At the diffolution of the monaftery, the whole contrivance was difcovered. 
Two of the monks, who were let into the fecret, had t l'en the blood of a duck, 
which they renewed every week : They put it into a phial, one fide of which 
confifted of thin and tranfparent chryftal, the other of thick and obfcure. When 
any rich pilgrim arrived, they were fure to .!how him the dark fide of the phial, 
till maffes and offerings had expiated his offences; and then finding his money, 
or patience, or faith, near exhaufted, they made him happy by turning the 

phial*. 
A MIRAcuLous crucifix had been kept at Boxley in Kent, and bore the appella

tion of the Rood of Grace. The lips, and eyes, and head of the image moved o 
the approach of its votaries. Hilfey, bifhop of Rocheiler, broke the crucifix at 
St. Paul's crofs, and .!hewed the whole people the fprings and wheels by which 
it had been fecretly moved. A great wooden idol of Wales, called Darvel Ga
therin, was alfo brought to London, and cut in pieces : And by a cruel refine
n1ent of vengeance, it was employed as fuel to burn fryar Foreft t, who was 
puniilied for denying the fupremacy, and for fome pretended herefies. A finger 
of St. Andrew's, covered with a thin plate of filver, had been p. wned by a con
vent for a debt of forty pounds; but as the King's commiffioner refu!ed to re
leafe the pawn, people made themfelves very merry with the poor creditor, on. 
account of his fecurity. 

BuT of all the inftruments of antient fuperftition, no-one was fo zealoufly 
deihoyed as the 1brine of Thomas a Becket, commonly c,\ll d St. Thomas of 

Cancer ury. 
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Canterbury. This faint owed his canonization to the zealous defence, which he 
had made for the apoil:olic fee ; and on that account alfo, the monks had ex .. 
tremely encouraged the devotion of pilgrimages towards his tomb, and number
lefs were the miracles, which, they pretended, his relicts wrought on his devout 
votaries. They raifed his body once a year; and the day, on which this cere
n1ony was performed, which was called the day of his tranOation, was a general 
holyday : Every fiftieth year there was celebrated a jubilee to his honour, which 
laGed fifteen days: Plenary indulgences were then granted to all that vifited his 
.tomb; and a hundred thoufand pilgrims have been regiftered at a time in Can· 
-terbury. The devotion towards him had quite effaced in that town the adora
tion of the Deity; nay, even that of the Virgin. At God's altar, for inftance, .. 
.there was offered in one year three pounds two fhillings and fix-pence; at the 
;virgin's, fixty three pounds five fhillings and fix-pence ; at St. Thomas's, eight 
hundred and thirty two pounds twelve fhillings and three-pence. But next year, 
the difproportion was frill greater: There was not a penny offered at God's altar; 
the Virgin's gained only four pounds one fhilling and eight-pence ; but St. Tho· 
mas had got for his fhare nine hundred and fifty four pounds fix fhillings and three-
pence*. Lewis the feventh of France had made a pilgrimage to this miraculous 
tomb, and had beftowed on the fhrine a jewel, which was efteemed the richeft in 
Chriflendom. It is obvious, how obnoxious to Henry a faint of this character 
muft appear, and how much contrary to all his projects for degrading the autho
rity of the court of Rome. He n':>t only pillaged the rich lhrine, dedicated to 
St. Thomas : He made the faint himfelf be cited to appear in court, and be tried 
and condemnec1 as a traitor : fie ordered his name to be ftruck out of the ca
lendar ; the office for his feftival to be expunged fron1 all breviaries ; and his 
bones to be burned, and the afhes to be diffipated. 

ON the whole, the King, at different times, fuppreffed fix hundred and forty 
five monafteries: Of which twenty eight had abbots, who enjoyed a feat in par
liament. Ninety colleges were .dernolifhed in feveral counties ; two thoufand 
three hundred and feventy four chantries and free chappels : A hundred and ten 
hofpitals. The whole revenue .of t-hefe eftabli!hments amounted to one hun
rlred and fixty one thoufand one hundred pounds t. It is worthy of obfervation, 
that the whole lands and poffeffions of England had, a little before this period, 
been rated at three mil.ions a year ; fo that the revenues of the monafleries did 
not really n1uch exceed the twentieth part of the national income: A fum vafi:ly 
i.1ferior to what is commonly apprehended. The lands belonging to the con-

vents~ 
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vents, were commonly let at very low Ieafes; and the farmers, who regarded 
themfelves as a fpecies of proprietors, took always care to renew their Jeates be
fore they expired. 

GREAT murmurs were every where excited againft thefe violences ; and me:1 
much quefl:ioned, whether priors and monks,. who were only truflees or tenants 
for life, could by any deed, however voluntary, transfer to the King the entire pro
perty of their efl:ates. In order to reconcile the people to fuch mighty inno
vations, they were told, that the King would never henceforth have occafion to 
levy taxes, but would te able, fro.m the abbey lands alone, to bear, during war 
as well as peace, the whole charges of the government *. While fuch topics 
were employed to pacify the populace, th~ King took an effeCtual ffi l thod of en ... 
gaging the nobility and gentry to take part with his n1eafures t : He either made 
a gift of the revenues of convents to his favourites and courtiers,. or fold them 
at Jow prices, or exchanged them for other lands on very difadvantageous term~ 
I--Ie was fo profufe in thefe liberalities, that he is faid to have given a woman the 
whole revenues of a convent, as a reward for making a pudding, which hap
pened to gratify his palate :J:. He alfo fettled fallaries on the abbots and priors, 
proportioned to their former revenues or to their merits ; and gave each monk 
a yearly penfion of eight marks ~ He erected fix new bifhoprics, W efl:minfrer, 
Oxford, Peterborow, Briftol, Chefrer, and Gloucefier; of which the la£1: five 
fubfit1 at this day : And by all thefe means of expence and diffipation, the profit 
which the King reaped by the feizure of church lands, fell much fhort of vulgar 
opmwn. As the ruin of convents had been forefeen fome years ere it hap
pened, the monks had taken care to diffipate beforehand tnoft of their frock, . 
furniture, and plate ; fo that the fpoils of the great monafreries bore not, in thefe 
refpetl:s, any proportion to thofe of the leifer. 

BESIDE the lands, poffeffed by the monafreries, the regular clergy enjoyed a 
confiderable part of the benefices of England, and of the tythes, annexed to them; 
and thefe were alfo at this time transferred to the crown, and by that means 
came !nto the hands of laymen : An abufe which many zealous churchmen re
gard as the moft criminal facrilege. The monks were formerly much at their 
eafe in England, and enjoyed revenue-s, which much ~xceeded the regular and 
ftated ex pence of the houfe. We read of the abbey of Chertfey in Surrey, which 
poifeft 7+4 pounds a year, tho' it contained only fourteen monks: That of .Fur
nefs, in the county of Lincoln, was valued at 960 pounds a year, and contained 
bur thirty monks§. In order to ddlipate their revenues, and fupport popularity., 
the monafteries lived in a very hofpitable manner; and befides the poor, main .. 

tained 
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tained from tleir offals, there were many decayed gentlemen, v.;ho pa!fed their 
lives in travel:ing from convent to convent, and were entirely fubfifted at theta
bles of the friars . By this hofpitality, as much as by their own inactivity, did 
the convents prove nurferies of idlenefs ; but the King, not to give offence by 
too fudden an innovation, bound the new proprietors of abbey lands, to fupport 
the ancient hcfpital:ty. But this engagement was fulfilled in very few places, 

and for a ver~ ihort time. 
IT is eafy n imagine the indignation with which intelligence of all thefe vio

lences was re<eived at Rome ; and how m eh the ecclefiaftics of that court, who 
had fo long lcpt the world in fubjeB:ion by big founding epithets, and by holy 
execrations, voulJ now vent their rhetoric againft the character and conduct of 
Henry. The pope was provoked at laft to publi!h the bul1, which he had paffed 
againft that l]Onarch; and in a public manner delivered over his foul to the de
vil, and his eo minions to the firft invader. Libels were difper fed, where he was 
compared to :he moft furious perfecutors in antiquity ; and the prefer'"nce was 
even given or their fide: He had declared war with the dead, whon1 the pagans 
themfelves refpected ; was at open enmity with heaven; and had engaged in pro
feffcd hoftilit) with the whole hofi: of faints and angels. Above all, he was often 
reproached with his refemblance to the emperor Julian, whom, .it was faid, he 
imitated in l1is apoftacy and learning, tho' he fell ihort of him in his morals. 
Henry could diftinguifh in many of thefe libels the ftile and animofity of his 
~<.infman, Poe; and he was thence anew incited to vent his rage, by every pof
fible expedient, on that famous cardinal. 

ardinalPole. ·RE GIN ALD de la Pole, or Reginald Pole, was defcended of the royal family, 
being fourth Ion of the countefs of Saliibury, daughter of the duke of Clarence. 
l-Ie d1fcoverel in very early youth evident fymptoms of that fine genius, and ge· 
nerous di(poftion, by which, during his whole life, be was fo much diftinguifh
ed; and Herry having conceived great friendfhip for him, propofed to raife him 
to the highefl ecclefiaftical dignities ; and, as a pledge of future favours, he con
ferred on hirr the deanry of Exeter t, in order to help him to bear the expences 
of his education. Pole was carrying on his fiudies in Paris, at the time when 
the King foll .cited the fuffragcs of that univerfity in favour of his divorce; but 
tho' applied to by the Englifi1 agent, he declined taking any part in that affair. 
I-Ienry bore this negleCt with more temper than was natural to him ; and he ap· 
peared unwil.ing, on that account, to renounce friendfhip with a perfon, whofe 
virtues and nlents, he hoped, wou1d prove ufeful, as \\'ell as ornamental, to his 
court and kirgdom.L He allowed him flill to po!fefs his deanry, and gave him 

8 permiffion 
t Goodwin· s Annah. 



H E N R Y VIII. 

permiffion to finilh his ftudies at Padua: He even paid him fome court, in 
order to bring him into his meafures; and wrote to him, while in Italy, defiring 
him to give his opinion freely, with regard to the late tneafures taken in England, 
for abolilhing the papal authority. Pole had now entered into an intimate 
friendlhip with whatever was eminent for dignity or merit in Italy ; Sadolet, 
Be mho, and other revivers of true tafte and learning; and he was moved by 
thefe conneCtions, as well as by religious zeal, to forget, in fome refpeCt, the dut 
which he owed to Henry, his benefaCl:or, and his fovereign. He replied~ 
by writing a treatife of the unity of the church, where he inveighed againft the 
King's fupremacy, his divorce, his fecond marriage ; and even exhorted the em
peror to revenge on him the injury done to his family~ and to the catholic caufe. 
Henry, tho' provoked beyond meafure ·at this outrage, diifembled his refent
ment ; and fent a meifage to Pole, defiring him to return to England, in order 
to explain certain paffages in his book, which he found fomewhat obfcure and 
difficult : But Pole was on his guard againft this infidious invitat[on ; and was 
determined to remain in Italy, where he was extremely beloved and efteemed by 
all the world. 

THE pope and emperor thought themfelves obliged to provide for a man of 
Pole's eminence and dignity, who, in fupport of their caufe, had facrificed all 
his pretenfions to fortune in his own country. He was created a cardinal ; and 
tho' he never took higher orders than thofe of a deacon, he was fent legate into 
Flanders about the year 15 3 6 *. Henry was fenfibl·e, that Pole's chief intention 

Chap. V. 
1538 • . 

in choofing that employment, was to foment the mutinous difpofition of the 
Englifh catholics ; and he therefore remonftrated in fuch a vigorous manner with 
the queen of Hungary, regent of the Low Countries, that fhe difmiffed the legate, 
without allowing him to exercife his commiffion. The enmity which he bore Pole, 
was now open, as well as violent ; and the cardinal, on his part, kept no farther 
meafures in his intrigues againft Henry. He is even fufpeCted of afpiring to the 
crown, by means of a marriage with the lady Mary; and the King was every _ 
day alarmed by informations, which he received, of the correfpondence maintain-
ed in England by that fugitive. Courtney, marquis of Exeter, had entered into 
a confpiracy with him; Sir Edward Nevil, brother to the lord Abergavenny, Sir 
Nicholas Carew, mafter of horfe, and knight of the garter; Henry de la Pole, 
lord Montacute, and Sir Geoffrey de la Pole, brothers to the cardinal. Thefe 
perfons were indiCl:ed, ·and tried, and convicted, before lord Audley, who pre
fided in the trial, as lord high fteward. They were all executed, except Sir 
Geoffrey de la Pole, who was pardoned ; and he owed this grace to his having 
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fir.ft carried to the King fecret intelligence of the confpiracy. We know little of 
the juftice or iniquity of the fentence pronounced againft thefe men: We only 
know, that the condemnation of a man, who was, at that time, profecuted by 
the court, forms no prefumption of his guilt; tho' as no hiftorian of credit 
menti.ons, in the prefent cafe, any complaints occafioned by thefe trials, we may 
prefun1e, that fufficient evidence was produced againft the n1arquis of Exeter, and 
his affociates t. 

C H A P. VI. 

Difputation rz-vith Lambert-A Parliament-Law of the Jix ar .. 
ticles--Proclamations made equal to laws--Settlement if the Juc
cejjion-King's projects if marriage--He marries Anne of Clerves 
-He dijlikes her--A Parliament-Fall of Cromwel
His execut-ion-King's divorce from Anne of Cleves--His mar
riage with Catherine Howard-State of affairs -in Scotland
Difcovery if the ~een's crimes-A Parliament-Ecclejiajlical 
a.ffairs. 

T HE rough hand of Henry feemed well adapted for rending afunder thofe 
bands, by which the ancient fuperftition had faftened itfelf on the king

dom; and tho', after renouncing the pope's fupremacy, and fuppreffing monafte
ries, moft of the political ends of a reformation were already attained, few people 
expected, that he would ftop at thofe innovations. The fpirit of oppofition, it 
was thought, would carry him to the utmoft extremity againft the church of 
Rome; and lead him to declare war againft the whole doctrine and ·worfhip, as 
well as difcipline, of that mighty hierarchy. He had formerly appealed from the 
pope to a general council ; but now, that a general council was fummoned to 
meet at Mantua, he previouny renounced all fubmiffion to it, as being fummon
·ed by the pope, and lying entirely under fubjection to that fpiritual ufurper. He 
engaged his clergy to make a declaration to the like purpofe; and he had pre· 
fcrib'ed to them many other alterations on ancient tenets and practices. Cranmer 
took advantage of every opportunity to carry him on in this courfe; and while 
Q!een J ane lived, who favoured the reformers, he had, by means of her infinua-
ion and addrefs, been very fuccefsful in his endeavours • . After her death, Gar
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diner, who wa'S returned from his embaffy to France, kept the King more in fuf- Chap. V • 
15 38. pence; and by feigning an unlimited fubmiffion to his will, he was frequently able 

to guide him to his own purpofes. Fox, bifhop of Herefo,d, had fupported Cran-
mer in hi'> fchemes for a more entire reformation; but his death had made way for 
the promotion of Banner, who, tho' he had hitherto feemed a furious enemy to the 
fee of Rome, was determi ed to facrifice every thing to prefent interefl:, and had 
joined the confederacy of Gardiner and the partizans of the old religion. Gar .. 
diner himfelf, it was believed, had fecretly entered into meafures with the pope, 
and even with the emperor; and in concert with thefe powers, he endeavoured 
to preferve, as much as poffible, the ancient faith and wodhip. 

HENRY was fo much governed by paffion, that nothing could have retarded 
his animofity and oppofition againft Rome, but fome other paffion, which ftopped 
his career, and raifed him new fubjetls of animofity. Tho' he had gradually, 
fince he came to years of maturity, been changing the tenets of that theological 
fyftem, in which he had been educated, he was equally pofitive and dogmatical 
in the few articles which remained to him, as if the whole fabric had continued. 
entire and unfhaken : And tho' he ftood alone in his opinion, the flattery of 
courtiers had fo enflamed his tyrannical arrogance, that he thought l;imfelf enti
tled to regulate, by his own particular ftandard, the religious faith of the whole 
nation. The point, where he chiefly placed his orthodnxy, happened to be the 
real prefence ; that very doctrine, in which, among the numberlefs victories of 
fuperftition over common fenfe, her triumph is the moft fignal and egregious. 
All departure from this principle he held to be heretical and deteftable ; and no
thing, he thought, would be more honourable for him, than, while he broke off 
all connections with the Roman pontiff, to maintain, in this e1fential article, the 
purity of the catholic faith. 

THERE was one Lambert*, a fchool-mai1:er in London, who had been quef- Dffputation 
tioned for unfound opinions by archbifhop War ham ; but, upon the death of with Lam

that prelate, and the changing of councils at court, he had been releaft.d. bert~ 
Not ternfied with the danger which he had incurred, he ftill continued to pro-
mulgate his tenets; and having heard Dr. Taylor, afterwards bifhop of Lin-
coln, defend in a fermon the corporal prefence, he could not forbear expreffing to 
Taylor his diifent ~rom that doCtrine; and he drew up his o~jeCl:ions under ten 
feveral head . Taylor carried the paper to Dr. Barnes, who happened to be a 
Lutheran, and who maintained, that, tho' the fubftance of bread and wine 
remained in the facrament, yet the real body and blood of Chrift were there alfo, 
and were, in a certain myfrerious manner, incorporated with the material ele-
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ment~. By the prefent laws and praCtice, Barnes was no lefs expofed to the ibke 
than Lambert ; yet fuch was the perfecuting rage which prevailed, that he was 
determined to bring this man to condign punilhment; becaufe, in their common 
departure from the ancient faith, he had dared to go one ftep farrher than him· 
felf. He engaged Taylor to delate Lambert to Cranmer and Latimer, who, 
whatever their prin .. te opinion might be on thefe poin~ were obliged to conform 
themfelves to the ftandard of orthodoxy, eftablifhed by Henry. When Lambert 
was cited before thefe prelates, they endeavoured to bend him to a recantation ; and 
they were furprized, when, inftead of compliance, he ventured to appeal to the 
King. 

THE King, not difpleafed with an opportunity, where he cou Id at once exert 
his fupremacy, and difplay his learning, accepted the appeal; and was deter~ 
mined to mix, in a very unfair manner, the difputant with the judge. Public 
notice was given, that he intended to enter the lifts with this fchool-mafter: 
Scaffolds were erecred in Weftminfter-hall, for the accommodation of the audi
ence : Henry appeared on his throne, accompanied with all the enfigns of ma· 
jefty : The prelates were placed on his right hand: The temporal peers on his 
left. The judges and moft eminent lawyers had a place afiigned them behind 
the bifhops : The courtiers of greateft diftincrion behind the peers : And in the 
midfr of this fplendid afTembly was produced the unhappy Lambert, and he was , 
require9 to defend his opinions againft his royal antagonift t. 

THE bilhop of Chichefter opened the conference, by faying, that Lambert, 
being charged with heretical pravity, had appealed from his bilhop to the King; 
as if he expected more favour from this application, and as if the King could ever 
be induced to protect a heretic: That tho' his majefty had thrown off the ufur
pations of the fee of Rome ; had difincorporated fome idle monks, who lived 
like drones in a beehive; had remedied the idolatrous worfhip of images ; had 
publifhed the bible in Englifh, for the inftrucrion of all his fubjeets ; and had 
made fome leffer alterations, which every one muft approve of; yet was he de· 
termined to maintain the purity of the catholic faith, and to puni!h with the ut
n1oft feverity all departure from it : And that he had taken the prefent opportu
nity, before fo learned and grave an auditory, of convincing Lambert of his er
rors; but if he ftill perfevered obftinately in them, he muft expetl: the moft con
dign punifhment :f: . 

... 1\FTER this preamble, which was not very encouraging, the King afked Lam· 
bert, with a ftern countenance, what his opinion was of Chrift's corporal pre
ience in the facrament of the altar; and when Lambert began his difcourfe with 

fome 
t Fox, vol. JI. p. 426. t Goodwin's Annals 
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fome compliment to his majefty, he rejected the praife with difdain and indigna
tion. He afterwards preffed Lambert with fome arguments, drawn from fcrip
ture and the fchoolmen : The audience applauded the force of his reafoning, 
and the extent of his erudition : Cranmer feconded his proofs by fome new 
topics: Gard;ner entered the lifts as a fupport to Cranmer: Tonfi:al took up the 
argument after Gardiner : Stokefley brought frelh aid to Tonfl:al: Six bifhops 
more appeartd fucceffively in the field after Stokefley. And the difputation, if 
ic deferves the name, was prolonged for five hours; till Lambert, fatigued, con. 
founded, brow-beaten, and abafhed, was at lafl: reduced to filence. The King 
then, returning to the charge, afked him whether he was convinced; and he 
propofed, as a concluding argument, this interefl:ing queftion, whether he was 
refol ved to Jive or die? Lambert, who poffeifed that courage which confifts in 
obftinacy, replied, that he caft himfelf wholly on his majefty's clemency: The 
King told him, that he would be no protector of hen~tics ; and therefore, if that 
was his final anfwer, he mufl: expeCl: to be committed to the flames. CromweJ, 
as vicegerent, read the fentence againft him*. 

LAMBERT, whofe vanity had probably incited him the more to perfevere on 
account of the greatnefs of this public appearance, was not daunted by the ter
rors of that punifhment, to which he was condemned. His executioners took 
care to make the fufferings of a man who had perfonally oppofed the King, as 
cruel as poffible : He was burned at a flow fire; his legs and thighs were con
fumed to the ftumps; and when there appeared no end of his tortures, fome of 
the guards, more merciful than the refr, lifted him on their halberts, and threw 
him into the flames, where he was confumed. While they were employed in this 

friendly 

' • Collier, in his ecclefiaftical hiftory, vol. II. p. I p, has preferved an account which Cromwel 
gave of this conference, in a letter to Sir Thomas Wyat, the King's embaffador in Germany. "The 
" King's majefty," fays Cromwel, " for the reverence of the holy facrament of the altar, did fit 
" openly in his hall, and there preiided at the difputation, procefs and judgment of a miferable here
" tic facramentary, who was burned the zoth of November. It was a wonder to fee how princely, 
•' with how excellent gravity, and ineftimable majefty his highnefs exercifed there the very office of 
" fupreme head of the church of England. How benignly his grace cffayed to convert the miferable 
" man : How fhong and manifeft reafons his highnefs alledged againft him. I wilh the princes and 
" potentates of Chriftendom to have had a meet place to have feen it Undoubtedly they .!hould have 
" much marvelled at his majefty's moft high wifdom and judgment, and reputed him no other wife 
" after tht f.1me, than in a manner the mirror and light of all her Kings and prince~ in Chrifl:endom." 
Jt was by fuch flatterie5, that Henry was engaged to make his fentirnents the ftandard to all mankind; 
and was determined to enforce, by the fevereft penalties, his flrong and man~rejl reali 11s for tranfuh
.fi ntiation. 
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friendly office, he cried aloud feveral times, None but Chrift, none but Cbrijl; 
and thefe words were in his mouth when he exp!red t. 

SoME few days before this execution, four Dutch anabaptifl:s, three men and a 
woman, had faggots tied tJ their backs ~t Paul's crofs ; and were burned in that 
n1anner. And a man and a woman of the fame feet and country, were burned 
in Smithfield t· 

I 5 39· IT was the unhappy fituation of th~ Englilb, during that age, that when they 
laboured under any grievance, they had not the fatisfaCtion of expeCting redrefs 
from Parliament : On the contrary, thl:y had reafon to dread each meeting of 
that affembly, and were then fure of having tyranny converted into Jaw, and ag
gravated, perhaps, with fome circumfiance, which the arbitrary prince and his 
minifl:ers had not hitherto devifed, or did not think proper, of themfelves, to 

A Parliament. carry into execution. This abjeCt fervility never more eminently appeared than 
zSth Aprit in a new Parliament, which the King now affembled, and which, if he had fo 

pleafed, might have been the lafl: that ever fat in England. But he found them 
too ufeful infl:ruments of dominion ever to entertain thoughts of giving them a 
total exclufion. 

THE chancellor opened the Parliament by informing the houfe of Lords, that 
it was his majeft y's earnefl: defire, to extirpate from his kingdom all diverfity of 
opinions with regard to religion ; and as this enterprize was difficult an~ impor
tant, he defired them to chufe a committee among themfelves, who might frame 
certain articles, and communicate them afterwards to the Parliament. The lords 
named the vicar-general, Cromwtl, now created a peer, the archbifhops of Can
terbury and York, the bifhops of Durham, Carlifle, Worcefter, Bath and Wells, 
Bangor, and Ely. The houfe might have feen what 'a hopeful tafk they were 
undertaking : This fmall committee itfelf was agitated with fuch diverfity of opi
nions, that it could come to no conclufion. The duke of Norfolk then moved 
in the houfe, that, fince there were no hopes of having a report fron1 the com
n1ittee, the articles of faith, propofed to be eftablifhed, fhould be reduced to fix; 
and new committees be appointed to frame an aCt with regard to them. As this 
pe.er was underftood to fpeak the King's mind, his tnotion was immediately af
fented to; and, after a !hort prorogation, the bill of the fix articles, or the 
bloody bill, as the protefl:ants juft1y termed it, was introduced, and having 
paffed the two houfes, had the King's affent affixed to it. 

Law of the IN this law, the real prefence was eftablifhed, the communion in one kind, 
tx articles. the perpetual obligation of vows of chaftity, the utility of private maffes, the 

4 celibacy 
t Fox's aB:s and monuments, p. 4z7. Burnet. l: Stowe, p. 5 56. 
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celibacy of the clergy, the neceffity of auricular confeffion. The denial of the 
firft article, 'fVith regard to the real prefence, fubjetled the perfon to death by 
fire, and to the fame forfeiture as in cafes of treafon ; and admitted not the pri
vil.ge of abjuring: An unheard of feverity, a.1d unknown to the inquifition it
felf. The denial of any of the other five articles, even tho' recanted, was pu· 
ni!hable by the forfeiture of goods and chattels, and imprifonn1ent during the 
King's pleafure : An obftinate adherence to error, or a relapfe, was adjudged !O 
be felony, and puni!hable with death. The marriage of priefts was fubjected to 
the fame punilhment : Their commerce with women, for the firft offence, was 
forfeiture and imprifonment; for the fecond, death. Abftaining from confef
.fion, and from receiving the eucharift at the accuftomed times, fubjected the 
perfon to fine and imprifonment, during the King's pleafure ; and if the crimi .. 
nal perfeve~:ed after convicrion, he was puni!hable by death and forfeiture, as in 
cafes of felony*. Commiffioners were to be appointed by the King, for en
quiring into thefe herefies and irregular pracrices, and the criminals were to be 
tried by a jury. 

THE King, in framing this law, Iaid his oppreffive hand on both parties; 
and even the catholics had reafon to complain, that the friars and nuns, tho' dif
miffed their convent, fhould be capriciouOy reftrained to the pracrice of celibacy t :. 
But as the proteftants were chiefly expofed to the feverity of the act, the mifery 
of adverfaries, according to the ufual maxims of party, was regarded by the 
adherents to the ancient religion, as their own profperity and triumph. Cran
mer had the courage to oppofe this bill in th~ houfe ; and tho' the King defired 
him to abfent himfelf, he could not be prevailed on to give this proof of com
pliance :f:. Henry was accuftomed to Cranmer's freedom and fincerity; and being 
convinced of the genera] rectitude of his intentions, gave him an unufual indulgence 
in that particular, and never allowed even a whifper againft him. That prelate~ 
however, was now obliged, in obedience to the ftatute, to difmifs his wife, the 
niece of Ofiander, a famous divine of Nuremburg 11; and Henry, fatisfied with 
this proof of fubmiffion, fhowed him his forttler countenance and favour. La
timer and Shaxton threw up their biihoprics, on account of this law, and were 
rcommitted to prifon. 

*' 31 Hen. VIII. c. 14. Herbert in Kennet, p. 219. 

t There is a fiery, that the duke of Norfolk, meeting, foon after this act was p3.1TeJ, one of his · 
chaplains, who was fufpetl:ed of favour·ng the reformation, litiJ to him, " Now, Sir, what think you 
" of the law tJ hinder priefis from having \\i\es? '' " Yes, my lord," replies the chaphin, " yo1.1 
" have done that; but I will anfwer for it, you c~not hinder men ·s wive~ from having pxie.fl:s." 

t Burnet, vol. I. p.z49, 270 . fox, voL 'II. p. 1037- t HcrbertinK~tmet, p. 21.9.-
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Chap. VI. THE Parliament having thus refigned all their ecclefiaflical liberties, proceeded 

P 
1

1
539·. to an entire furrender of their civil; and without fcruple or deliberation they 

roe amat10ns 
made equal to made by one aCt a total fubverfion of the Eoglifh conftitution. They gave to 
laws. the King's proclamations the fame force as to a ftatute enaCted by Parliament; 

and to render the matter worfe, if poffible, they framed this law as if it were 
only declarative, and were intended to explain the natural extent of the regal 
authority. The preamble contains, that the King had formerly fet forth feveral 
proclamations, which froward perfons had wilfully contemned, not confidering 
what a King by his royal power may do ; that this licence might encourage offen
ders not only to difobey the laws of Almighty God, but alfo tQ difhonour the 
King's m oft royal majefty, who may full ill bear it; that fudden emergencies 
often occur, which require fpeedy remedies, and cannot await the flow affem
bling and deliberations of Parliament; an_d that, tho' the King was empowered, 
by his authority, derived from G~od, to confult the public good on thefe occafi· 

-ons, yet the oppofition of refraCl:ory fubjeCl:s might pufh him to extremity and 
violence : For thefe reafons, the Parliament, that they might remove all occa
fion of doubt, afcertained by a ftatute this prerogative of the crown, and en
abled his majdly, with the advice of his council, to fe t forth proclamations, en· 
joining obedience under whatever pains and penalties he fhall think proper: And 
thefe proclamations were to have the force of perpetual laws*. 

WHAT fhows either a ftupid or wilful blindnefs of the Parliament; they pre
tended, even after this flatute, to maintain fome limitations in the government; 
and they enaCl:ed, that no proclamation fuould deprive any perfon of his lawful 
polfeffio'ls, liberties, inheritances, privileges, franchifes ; nor yet infringe any 
common law or laudable cufton1 of the realm. They confidered not, that no 
pains could be infliCted on the difobedience of proclamations, without invading 
fome liberty or property of the fubjeCl:; and that the power of enacting new 
laws, joined to .the difpenfing power, then exercifed by the crown, amounted to 
a fulllegiflative authority. It is true, the Kings of England had been always ac
cuftomed, from their own authority, to iffue proclamations, and to exact obedi· 
ence to them; and this prerogative was, no doubt, a ftrong fymptom of abfo
lute government: But ftill there was a difference between a power, which was 
exercifed on a particular emergence, and which tnuft be juftified by the prefent 
expediency or necefiity ; and an authority conferred by a pofitive ftatute, which 
could no longer admit of controul or limitation. 

Settlement of CouLD any aB: be more oppofite to the fpirit of liberty than this law, 
the fucceffion. have been another of the fame parliament. They paired attainders, 

~ 31 Hen. Vfii. c. 8. 

it would 
not only 

againft 



H E N R Y VIII. 233 

againft the Marquefs of Exeter, the Lords Montacute, Darcy, Huffey, and others, Chap. VI. 
who had been legally tried and condemned; but alfo againft fome perfons, of 1539· 

the higheft quality, who had never been accufed, or examined, or convicted. 
The violent hatred, which Henry bore to cardinal Pole, had extended itfelf to 
all his friends and relations ; and his mother in particular, the countefs of Salif-
bury, had, on that account, become extremely obnoxious to him. She was alfo 
accufed of having employed her authority with her tenants, to hinder then1 from 
peruflng the new tranfiation of the Bible; of having procured bulls from Rome, 
which, 'tis faid, were found at Coudray, her country feat ; of having kept a cor
r.efpondence with her fon, the cardinal : But Henry found, either that thefe of-
f-ences could not be proved, or that they would not by law be fubjeCl: to fuch fe-
vere punilhment as he defired to inflict upon her. He refolved, therefore, to pro-
ceed againft her in a more fummary and more tyrannical manner; and for that 
purpofe, he fent Cromwel, who was but too obfequious to his will, to demand 
of the judges, whether the Parliament could attaint a perfon, who was forth
coming, without giving him any trial, or citing him to appear before then1 *. 
The judges replied, that it was a dangerous queftion, and that the high court 
of Parliament ought to give examples to inferior courts of proceeding according 
to juftice: No inferior court could act in that arbitrary manner, and they thought 
that the parliament never would. Being pre!fed to give a more explicite anfwer, 
they replied, that, if a perfon were attainted in that manner, the attainder could 
never after be brought in queftion, but muft remain good in Jaw. f-~enry learned 
by this decifion, that fuch a method of proceeding, tho' directly contrary to all 
the principles of equity, was yet practicable; and this being all he was anxious to 
know, he refolved to employ it againft the countefs of Salifbury. Crom wel 
fhowed to the houfe of peers a banner, on which was embroidered the five wounds 
of Chrift, the fymbol, chofen by the northern rebels ; and this banner, he af .. 
firmed, was found in the Countefs's houfe t. No other proof feems to have been 
produced, in order to afcertain her guilt : The Parliament, without farther en-
quiry, paffed a bill of attainder againft her; and they involved in the fame act, 
without any better proof, as far as appears, Gertrude Marchionefs of Exeter, Sir 
Adrian Fortefcue, and Sir Thomas Dingley. Thefe two gentlemen were executed: 
~fhe marchionefs was pardoned, and furvived the King; the countefs received a 
repneve. 

THE only beneficial act, pa!fed this feffion, was that by which the parliament 
confirmed the furrender of the monafl:eries; and yet even this aB: contains much 
falfhood, much tyranny, and were it not that all private rights muft fubmit to 
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pub:ic interdl, n1uch injuftice and iniquity. The fcheme of engaging the abbots 
to make 'a furrender of their monafteries had been conducted, as may eafily 'be 
imagined, with many invidious circumfrances: Arts of all kinds had been em
ployed upon them ; every motive, that could work on the frailty of human nature, 
had b en fet before them ; and it was· wi rh great difficulty that thefe dignified con
ventua..ls were b;-ougl t to a conceffion, which moft of thetn regarded as defiructive 
of their interefts, as well as facrilegious and criminal b itfelf *. Three abbots-. 
had ihown more conflancy than the reft, the abbot of Colchefi:er, of Reading, 
and of Gla:ffenbury ; and in order to punilh them for their oppofition, and make 
them an ex,1mple to others, means had been found to convict them of treafon; 
they had periilied by the hands of the executioner, and the revenues of the con
vents had been forfeited t. Befides, tho' none of thefe violences had had place, 
the King knew, that a furrender made by men, who were only tenants for life,. 
would not bear examination ; and he was therefore refolved to n1ake all fure by 
his ufual expedient, an aB: of parlian~ent. In the preamble to this aCt, the par
liament afferts, that all the fun·enders, made by the abbots, had been, " without 
" conil:raint, of their own accord, and according to the due courfe of common 
'' law." And in confequence, the parliament confirms the furrenders, and afcer
tains the property of the abbey lands to the King and his fucceffors for evert. 
It is remarkable, that all the mitred abbots il:ill fat in the houfe of peers ; and 
that none of them made ariy proteftation againfl: this fiatute. 

IN this fefiion, the rank of all the great officers of ftate was fixed: CromweJ,. 
as vice~erent, had the precedency affigned him above all of them. It was thought 
fingular, that a black-fmith's fon, for he was no other, ihould have precedence next 
the royal family; and that a man poffeffed of no manner of literature, 1hould be 
placed at the head of tl.e church. 

As foon as the aB: of the fix articles had palied, the Catholics were extremely 
vigilant to inform againft offenders ; and no lefs than five hundred perfons were 
in a little time thrown into prifon. But Cromwel, who had not had intereft 
enough to prevent that aB:, was able, for the prefent, to elude its execution. 
Seconded by the Duke of Suffolk, and lord chancellor Audley, as well as Cranmer, 
he remonflrated ·againft the cruelty of punifhing fo many delinquents ; and he 
obtained pern1iffion to fet them at liberty. The uncertainty of the King's humour 
gave each party an opportunity of triumphing in its turn. No fooner had Henry 
pafied this law, which feemed to give fo deep a wound to the reformers, than he 
granted a general permillion, for every one to have the new tranOation of the 

Bible 
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Bible in his family: A conceffion regarded by that party, as a moft important Chap YI . victory. 1 ) 39· 

BuT as Henry was obferved to be much governed by his wives, while he retained ~rnry's pro-. f · JeCh of mar-his fondnefs for thetn, the final prevalence o either party, feemed to depend much ri age. 
on the choice of the future OEeen. Immediately after the death of J ane Seymour, 
the mofl: beloved of all his wives, he began to think ?f a new 11arriage. He firft 
caft his eye on the dutchefs dowager of Milan, niece to the Emperor ; and he 
made propofals for obtaining that alliance. But meeting with· difficulties in this 
defign, he was carried, by his friendfhip for Francis, rather to think of a French 
princefs. He demanded the dutchefs dowager of Longueville, daughter of the 
Duke of Guife, a prince of the houfe of Lorraine; but Francis told him, that 
that lady was already betrothed to the King of Scotland. The King, however, 
would not take a repulfe : He had fet his heart extremely on the match : The 
information, which he had received, of the dutchefs's accon1plilhmcnts and beauty, 
had prepoffeffed him in her favour; and having privately fent over Meautys to 
examine her perfon, and get certain intelligence of her conduct, the accounts, which 
that agent brought him, ferved farther to inflame his defires. l-Ie learned, 
that fue was big made; and he thought her, on that account, the more proper 
match for him, who was now become fomewh~t corpulent. The pleafure too of 
n1ortifying his nephew, whom he did not love, was a farther incitetnent to his 
profecution of this match ; and he infifted, that Francis fuould give him the pre-
ference to the King of Scots. But Francis, tho' fenfible that the alliance of Eng-
land was of much greater importance to his intereft, would not affront his friend 
and ally; and to prevent farther follicitation, he immediately fent the Princefs to 
Scotland. Not to lhock, however, Henry's humour, Francis made him an offer 
of L\1ary of Bourbon, daughter of the Duke of V en dome ; but as the King was in-
formed, that J ames h1d former I y rejeCted this Prince['), he would not hear any 
farther of fuch a propofal. The French monarch then offered him the choice 
of the two younger fifters of the new ~1ecn of Scots ; and he aBured him, that 
they were no way inferior either in 111erit or fize to their elder fifler, and that one 
of them was even fuperior in beauty. The King was as fcrupulous with rega1d 
to the perfon of his wives, as if his heart had been really fufceptible of a deli-

.. cate paffion ; and he was unwilling to truft any relations, or even pictures, with 
regard to this important particular. He propofed to Frar.cis, that they !hould 
have a conference at Calais on pretence of bufinefs; and that that monarch fhould 
bring along with h m the two Princeifes of Guift>, together with the finefi ladies 
of qu1lity in France, that he might make a choice among them. But the gal-
lame fpirit of Francis was f11ocked with t r :s propofal ; ar.d he was imprefied with 
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too much regard for the fair fex, to carry ladies of the firft quality, like geldings," 
to a market, there to be chofen or rejected by the humour of the merchant* .. 
Henry would hearken to none of thefe niceties., but frill infifted on his propofal; 
which, however, notwithftanding Francis's earneft defire of continuing a good 
correfpondence with him, was at la!l: finally rejected. 

THE King began then to turn his thoughts towards a German alliance; and as 
the princes of the Smalcaldic league were extremely difgufted againft the Emperor 
on account of the perfecution of their religion, he hoped, by matching himfelfinto 
one of their families, to renew an amity, which he regarded as fo ufeful to him. 
Cromwel joyfully feconded this intention; and propored to him Anne of Cleves, 
whofe father, the duke of that name, had great intereft among the Lutheran prin
ces, and whofe fifter, Si by lla, was married to the elector of Saxony, the head of 
the proteftant alliance. A flattering picture, drawn for the Princefs by Hans 
Holben, determined Henry to apply to her father; and after fome negotiations, 
the marriage, notwithftanding the oppofition of the eleCtor of Saxony, was at laft 
concluded ; and the Princefs was fent over into EnglanJ. The King, impatient 
to be fatisfied with regard to the perfon of his bride, came privately to Rochefter, 
and got a fight of her. He found her big, indeed, and tall, as he could wifh; 
but utterly devoid both of beauty and grace; very unlike the piCl:ures and re
prefentations, which he had received : He fwore fhe was a great Flanders- mare; 
and declared, that he never could poffibly bear her any affeCtion. The matter 
was worfe, when he found, that ihe could fpeak no language but Dutch, of which 
he was entirely ignorant; and that the charms of her converfation were not likely 
to compenfate for the homelinefs of her perfon. He returned to Greenwich 
very melancholy ; and much lamented his hard fate to CromweJ, as well as to 
Lord Ruffel, Sir Anthony Brown, and Sir Anthony Denny. This laft gentle
man, in order to give him comfort, told him, that his misfortune was common to 
Kings, who could not, like private perfons, choofe for themfelves ; but mull: 
receive their wives fron1 the judgment and fancy of others. 

IT was the fubjeet of debate among the King's counfellors, whether the mar
riage could not yet be broke ; and the Princefs be fent back to her own country. 
Henry's fituation feemed at that time very criticaL Afcer the ten ye.1rs truce, 
concluded betwten the Emperor and the kirg of France, a good underfianding 
feemed to have taken place between thefe rival monarchs ; and fuch marks, f union 
appeared, as gave great jealoufy to the court of England. The Emperor, who 
knew the generous nature of Francis, even put a confidence in him, which is rare, 
to that degree, among great princes. An infurreCl:ion had been raifed in the Low 

Countries 
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Countries by the inhabitants of Ghent, and feemeJ to threaten the mofl: danger- Chap. VI .. 
J ~ 39· ous confequences. Charles, who refided at that time in Spain, refolved to go in 

perfon tc Flanders, in order to appeafe thefe diforders; but he found great difficulties 
in contriving the manner of his paffage thither. The road by Italy and Germany 
was tedious: The voyage thro' the Channel dangerous, by reafon of the Englilh 
naval power : He afked Francis's permiffion to pafs thro' his dominions ; and he 
entru!l:ed himfelf into the hands of a rival, whom he had fo mortally offended .. 
The French monarch received him at Paris, with great magnificence and cour-
tefy; and tho' prompted both by revenge and intereft, as well as by the advice 
of his miftrefs and favourites, to make (:!dvantage of the prefent opportunity, 
he conduCted the Emperor fafe]y out of his dominions ; and would not fo mucb 
as fpeak to him of buflnefs during his abode in France, left his demands fhould 
bear the air of violence upon his royal gueft. 

HENRy, who was informed of all thefe particulars, believed that an entire 
and cordial union had taken place between thefe two great monarchs; and that 
their religious zeal might prompt them to fall with combined arms upon Eng
land*· An alliance with the German princes feemed now, more than ever, re
quifite for his intereft and fafety ; and he knew, that, if he fent back the Prin
cefs of Cleves, fuch an affront would be highly refented by her friends and fa-
mily; He was therefore refoJved, notwithftanding his averfion to her, to com- 1540• 

piece the marriage; and he told Cromwel, that, fince matters had gone fo far, 6 January; 

he muft put his neck into the yoke. CromweJ, who knew how much his own 
intereft was concerned in this affair, was very anxious to learn from the King, 
next morning after the marriage, whether he now Jiked his fpoufe any better. 
The King told him, that he hated her worfe than ever ; and that her perfon 
was more lothfome on a near approach : He was refolved never to meddle with 
her ; and even fufpeEted her not to be a true maid : A point, about which he 
had entertained an extreme delicacy. l-Ie continued however to be civil to Anne; 
he even feemed to repofe his ufual confider:ce in Cromwel; but tho' he exerted 
this command over his temper, a difcontent lay lurking in his breaft, and wa$ 
ready to budl: out on the firft opportunity. 

A fefiion of Parliament was held ; and none of the abbots were now allowed 12 Apri. 

a place in the houfe of peers. The King, by the mouth of the chancellor, corn- A Parliament 

plained to the Parliament of the great diverfity of religions, which frill pre-
vailed among his fubjeEts : A grievance, he faid, which ought the lefs to be en-

ured; becaufe the fcriptures were now publiihed in Englifh, and ought uni
verfally to be the fl: andard of belief to all mankind. But he had appointed, h~ 

fa id, 
. Stowe, p. 579· 
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faid, fome bifhops and divines to draw up a lift of tenets, to which his people 
were to affent ; and he was dete· mined, that Chrift, the doB:rine of Chrift, and 
the truth Ihould have the viClory. The King feems to have expetled more effect 
in afLertaining truth, from this new book of his doB:ors, than had enfued from 
t,.he publication of the fcriptures. Cromwe!, as vicar general, made alfo in the 
l(ing's name a freech to the upper houfe; and the peers, in return, befl:owed 
fuch flattery on him, that they faid he was worthy, by his defert, to be vicar ge
neral of the univerfe. That minifter feemed to be no lefs in his mafter's good 
gt aces : He received, foon after the fltting of the Parliament, the title of Earl 
of Effex, and was inftalled knight of the g!rter. 

THERE rema·med only one religious order in England ; the knights of St. John 
of Jerufalem, or the knights of Malta, as they are commonly called. This or
der, partly eccldiaftical, partly military, had, by ~heir valour, done great fer
Yice to Chriftendom; and had very much retarded, at Jerufalem, Rhodes, and 
l\1a1ta, the rapid progrefs of the barbarians. During the general furrender of 
the religious houfes in Er5land, they had exerted their fpirit, and had obfti
natel y refufed to yield up their revenues to the King; and Henry, who would 
endure no fociety that profeffed obedience to the pope, was obliged to have re
courfe to the Parliament for the ciffolution of this order. Their revenues were 
large ; and formed an addition no way contemptible to the many acquifitions, 
which the King had abeady made. But he had very ill hufbanded the great 
revenue obtained by the plunder of the church : His profufe generofity dilii
pa:ed fafter than this rapaciry could fupply ; and the Parliament were furprized 
this feillon to find a new d<!rnand rnade upon them of four tenths and a fubfidy 
of one f11il ing in the pound during two years: So ill were the people's expec· 
tations anfwer--d, that the crown was never more to require any fupply horn the 
people. The commons, tho' lavifh of their liberty, and of the blood of their 
felluw fubjects, v. ere extremely frugal of their n1oney; and it was not without 
difficulty t ha t that grant could be obtained by this abfolute and dreaded monarch. 
1~he convocation gave the King four Ihillings in the pound to be levied in two 
years. The pretext f9r thefe grants was the great expence, which f-Ienry had 
been put to for the defence 0~ the nation, in building forts along the fea coaft, and 
in equipping a navy. As he had at prefent no ally on the Continent, in whom he 
repofcd much confidence, he relied on!y on his d(lmef1ic ftrength, and was on that 
account obliged to be more expenfive in his preparations againft the dangers of an 
i.waGon. 

T'HE King's favour to Cromwel, and his acquiefcence in the marriage of Anne 
f Clew-s, were b th of them deceitful appearances: His averfion to the ~1een 

fccretly cncrea~ed every day; and having at !aft broke all rei1raint, it prompted 
4 him 
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him at once to feek the diifolution of a marriage fo odious to l1im, and to in- Chat'. VI. 

valve his minifler in ruin, who had been the author of it. The fall of Crotnwcl Fall 10~-'t_~1~om
was haftened by other caufes. All the nobility hated a m.m, who, being of Lch, · . .-~ 1:. 
bafe extraction, had not only mounted above them by his ftation of vicar ge-
neral, but had engroifed many of the other confiderable offices of the kingJom : 
Befides that commiffion, which gave him a high, and al m oft abfolute . authority 
over the clergy, and even over the laity, he was L:ord privy fe:il, Lord cham
berlain, and Mafter of the wards : He had alfo obtained the order of the garter, 
a dignity which had ever been conferred only on the moft illuftrious fJmilies, 
and which feetned to be profaned by its bting communicated to fo mean a per
fan. The people were averfe to him,. as the fuppofed author of the violences 0!1 

the monafteries; eftablifhments, which were ftill revered and beloved by tbe 
commonalty. The Catholics regarded him as the concealed enemy vf their reli
gion : The prot<:ftants, obferving his exterior concurrence with all the perfecu
tions exercifed againft them, were inclined to bear him as little favour; and r~...
proached him with the timidity, if not treachery, of his conduct. And the King, 
who fm.md, that great clamours had on all hancis arifen againfl: the adminiftra
tion, was not difpleafed to throw on Cromwel the load of public h:nred, and 
he hoped, by fo eafy a facrifice, to regain the affections of his fubjects. 

B'uT there was another caufe, which fuddenly fet all thefe motives in action, 
and brought about an unexpected revolution in the minifiry. The King had 
fixed his affecti9n on Catherine Howard, niece to the Duke of Norfolk; and be· 
ing determined to gratify this new paffion, he cou1d find no other expedient but by 
procuring a divorce from his prefent confort, to raife Catherine to his bed and 
throne. The Duke, who had long been engaged in enmity with Cromwel, made 
the fame ufe of her infinuations, to ruin that minifter, that he had formerly 
done of Anne Boleyn'.s againfr 'vVolfey: And when all engines were prepared, he 
obtained a commiffion from the King, to arreft Cromwel at the co mcil- board 
on the accufation of high treafon, and to commit him to the Tower. Immediately 
after, a bill of attainder was framed againfl: him; and the houfe of peers thought 
proper, without trial, examination, or evidence, to conl,emn to death a n1:m, 
whom, a few days before, they had declared worthy to be vicar gener::d of the 
oniver!e. The houfe of commons pafied the b:ll, tho' not without fome oppo~ 
fition. Cromwel was acc~fed of het efy and t1 eafon ; but the inftances of his. 
treafonable practices are utterly improbable, or even abfolutely ridiculous*. The 
only circumfrance of his cond·uet, by whkh he ft ms to have merited this fare 

• Burnet, vol. i. p. z;S. 
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c1, :1 p. VI. was his being the infl:rument of the King's tyranny, in conduB:ing like iniquitous 
15 i o. bills, in the former fefiion, againfi: the counters of Salifbury and others. 

CROM \VEL endeavoured to fo ften the King by the moft humble fupplications; 
but all to no purpofe : It was not the practice of that Prince to ruin his minifters 
and favou rites by hal vcs ; and tho' the unhappy prifoner wrote once in fo moving 
a ftrain as even to draw tears from his eyes, he hardened himfelf againft all moVe· 
n1ents of pity, and refufed his pardon. The conclufion of Cromwel's letter ran 
in thefe words. " I a moft woful prifoner, am ready to fubmit to death when 
" it f11all pleafe God and your majefty ; and yet the frail flefh incites me to call 
" to your grace for mercy and pardon of tnine offences. Written at the Tower 
'' with the heavy heart and trembling hand of your highnefs's moft miferable 
" prifoner and poor Oave, Thomas Cromwel." And a little below, " Moft 

zS.th July.. '' gracious Prince, I cry for mercy, mercy, mercy.''* Vlhen brought to exe· 
Ills execution. . h 'cl d ll ft ft · f h' · d 11 1 · 

ICing's di
vorce from 
Anne of 
Cleves. 

cut10n, e avo1 e a earne prote attons o IS mnocence, an a comp amts 
againft the fentence pronounced upon him. He knew that Henry would refent 
on his fan thefe fymptoms of oppofition to his will, and that his death alone 
would not terminate that monarch's vengeance. He was a man of prudence, 
induftry, and ability ; worthy of a better mafter and of a better fate. Tho' 
raifed to the fummit of power from a very low origin, he betrayed no infolence 
or contempt of his inferiors; and was careful to remember all the obligations, 
which, during his lower fortune, he had owed to any on<:>. He had ferved as a 
private fentinel in the Italian wars, where he received fome good office from a 
Lucquefe merchant, who had entirely forgot his perfon, as well as the fervice, which 
he had rendered him. CromweJ, in his grandeur, happened, at London, to caft his 
eye on his benefaB:or, now reduced to poverty, by misfortunes. He immediately 
fent for him, put him in mind of their antient friendfhip, and by his grateful af
fiftance, re·inftated him in his forn1cr profperous circumftances t. 

THE meafures for divorcing .the King from Anne of Cleves, were carried on 
at the fame time with the bill of attainder againft Cromwel. The houfe of 
peers, in conjunction with the commons, applied to him by petition, defiring 
that he would allow his marriage to be examined; and orders were immediately 
given to Jay the matter before the convocation. Anne had been formerly con· 
traCted by her father to the Duke of Lorrain ; but Ihe, as well as the Duke, were 
at that time under age, and the contract had b~en afterwards annulled by the 
confent of both parties. The King, however, pleaded this contract as a ground 
of divorce; and he added two reafons more, which may feem a little extraor· 
dinary; that, when he efpoufed Anne, he had not inwardly given his confent, 

2 and 

• Burnct, vol. i. p. 281, zSz . t Burnet, vol. i. p. 17 2. 



H E N R Y VIII. 

nd that he had not confumn1ated the marriage. The convocation were fatisfied 
with thefe reafons, and folemnly annulled the marriage between the King and 
~een : The Parlian1ent ratified the decifion of the clergy :j: ~ and the fentence 
was foon after notified to that princefs. 

ANNE was bleil: with a happy infenfibility of temper, even in the points which 
the mail: nearly affeCt her fex; and the King's averfion towards her, as well as 
his profecution of the divorce, had never given her the leaft uneafinefs. She 
willingly hearkened to terms of compofition with him; and when he offered to 
adopt her as his fifter, to give her place next the ~1een, and his own daughter, 
and to make a fettlement of three thoufand pounds a year upon her ; lhe accept
ed the conditions, and gave her confent to the divorce*. She even wrote to her 
brother, (for her father was dead) that lhe had b~en very well ufed in England, 
and defired him to live on good terms with the King. The only infiance of 
pride which !he betrayed was, that fhe refufed to return into her own country 
after the affront which fhe had received ; and fhe lived and died in England. 

NoTWITHSTANDING Anne's moderation, this incident produced a great cold
nefs between the King and the German princes; but as the fituation of Europe 
was now much altered, Henry was the more indifferent to their refentment. The 
clofe intimacy which had taken place between Francis and Charles, had fubfifted 
during a very !hort time : The dHiimilarity of their charaCters foon renewed, with 
greater violence than ever, their former jealoufy and hatred. While Charles re· 
mained at Paris, Francis had been imprudently. engaged, by his open temper, 
and by that fatisfaB:ion '.vhich a noble mind naturally feels in performing generous 
aCtions, to make fome very dangerous confidences to that interefted monarch; 
and having now 1oft all fufpicion of his rival, he hoped, that the en1peror and 
he, fupporting each other, might neglect every other alliance. He not only 
communicated to his gueft the ftate of his negociations with Sultan Solyman and 
the V enetians : He alfo laid open the follicitations which he had received from 

Ii the 

:t To fhow how much Henry fported with law and common fenfe ; how fervilely the Parliament 
followed all his caprices; and how much both of them were loft to all fentiment of fhame; an aCl: was 
paffed this fcffion, declaring, that a precontraCl: fhould be no ground of annulling a marriage; as if 
that pretext had not been made ufe of both in the cafe of Anne Boleyn and Anne of Cleves. But the 
King's intention in this law is faid to be a defign of reftoring the princefs Elizabeth to her right of le
gitimacy; and it was his character never to look farther than the prefent objeCl:, without regarding the 
inconfiftency of his conduCl:. The Parliament made it high treafon to deRy the diifolution of Henry's 
marriage with Anne of Cleves. Herbert. 

• Herbert, p. 45 8, 459• 
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Chap.\ I. the com t of England, to enter into a confederacy againft him*. Charles had no 
·
1 540• fooner reached his own dominions, than he ihewed himfelf unworthy of the 

friendly reception which he had met with. He flatly refufed to execute his pro
mife, and put the duke of Orleans in poffeffion of the Milanefe: He informed So· 
1ym;m, and the fenate of Venice, of the treatment which they had received from 
their ally : And he took care that Henry ihould not be ignorant how willingly 
Francis had abandoned his ancient friend, to whom he owed fuch important ob
ligations, and had facrificed him to a new confederate: He even poifoned and 
n1ifreprefented many things, which the unfufpeCl:ing heart of the French mo
narch had difclofed to him. Had Henry poffeffed true judgment and generofity, 
this incident alone had been fufficient to guide him in the choice of his allies. 
But his domineering pride carried him immediately to renounce the friendfhip of 
Francis,_ who had fo unexpectedly given the emperor the preference: And as 
Charles invited him to a renewal of ancient amity, he willingly accepted the offer; 
and thinking himfelf fecure in thi.s alliance, he neglected the friendfhip both of 
France and of the German princes. 

THE new turn which Henry had taken with regard to foreign affairs, was ex-
tremely agreeable to his catholic fubjects ; and as it had perhaps contributed, 

Sth Augull. among other reafons, to the ruin of Cromwel, it made them entertain hopes 
H.is marriage of a final prevalence over their antagonifts. The marriage of the King with 
~~~~1~;~~d. Catherine Howard, which followed foon after his divorce from Anne of Cleves,. 

was alfo regarded as a-very favourable incident to their caufe; and the fubfe
quent events correfponded perfectly to their expectations. The King's councils 
being now directed by Norfolk and Gardiner, a furious perfecution commenced 
againft the proteftants ; and &he law of the fix articles was executed with rigour. 
Dr. Barnes, who had been the caufe of Lamberes execution, felt, in his turn, 
the feverity of the perfecuting fpirit ; and, by a bill which paffed in parliament, 
without trial, he was condemned to the flames, together with J erome and Ger
rard. He difcuffed theological queftions even at the ftake; and as the debate be .. 
tween him and the fheriff, turned upon the invocation of faints, he faid, that he 
doubted whether the faints could pray for us; but if they could, he hoped in 
half an hour, to be praying for the iheriff and all the fpeCl:ators. He next en
treated the .iheriff to carry to the King his dying requefts, which he fondly ima
gined would have authority with that monarch, who had fent him to the ftake. 
The purport of his requefts w~, that Henry, befides repreffing fuperftitious ce
remonies, ihould be extremely vigilant in preventing fornication and common 

- fwearing t. 
WHILE 
1:. 

. Pere Daniel, Du Tillet. t Burnet, vol. r. P· Z9S. Fox,. 
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WHILE Henry was exerting this violence againfl: the proteftants, he fpared Cha . VI. 
not the catholics who denied his fupremacy; and a foreigner, who was at that 1 54o. 

time in England, had reafon to fay, that thofe who were againft the pope were 
burned, and thofe who were for him were hanged :J:. Tl e King even difplayed, 
in an oftentatious manner, this tyrannical equity and impartiality, which reduced 
both parties to fubjeCl:ion, and infufed terror into every breaft. Barnes, Gerrard, 
and Jerome had been carried to the place of execution on three hurdles; and 
along with them there was placed on each hurdle a catholic, who was alfo exe-
cuted for his religion. Thefe catholics were AbeJ, Fetherftone, and Powel, who 
declared, that the moft grievous part of their punifhment was the being coupled 
to fuch heretical mifcreants as fuffered with them 11· 

THo' the fpirit of the Engliih feemed to be totally funk under the defpotic 
power of Henry, there appeared fome fymptoms of difcontent: An incon
fiderable infurreCl:ion broke out in Yorkfhire, headed by Sir John N evil ; 
but it was foon fuppreffed, and NeviJ, with the other ringleaders, was executed. 
The rebels were fuppofed to have been inftigated by the intrigues of cardinal Pole; 
and the King was inftantly determined to make the countefs of Salifbury fuffer 
for her fon's offences. He ordered her to be carried to the place of execution, M 
and this venerable matron maintained fti11, in thefe diftrefsful circumftances, the 

27 
ay. 

fpirit of that long race of monarchs from whom fhe was defcended *. She re-
fufed to Jay her head on the block, or fubmit to a fentence where 1he had 
received no trial. She told the executioner, that, if he would have her head, 
he muft win it the beft way he could: And thus fhaking her · venerable grey 
locks, fhe ran about the fcaffold ; and the executioner followed her with his ax, 
aiming many fruitlefs blows at her neck, before he was able to give her the fatal 
ftroke. Thus perilhed the laft of the line of Plantagenet, which, with great glory, 
but frill greater crimes and misfortunes, had governed England for the fpace of 
three hundred years. The lord Leonard Grey, a man who had formerly rendered 
great fervice to the crown, was alfo beheaded for treafon, foon after the countefs 
of sa·lifbury. \Ve know little of the grounds of his profecution. 

THE infurreetion in the North engaged Henry to make a progrefs thither, j~ 
order to quiet the minds of his pe?ple, to reconcile them to his government, 
and to abolifh the ancient fuperftitions, to which thofe parts were much addict d. 
He had alto another motive for this journey: He propofed to hold a conference IS+'· 
at York with his nephew the King of Scotland, and, if poffible, to cement a 
~lofe and indiffoluble union with that kingdom. 

I i 2. ' THE 

! Fox, vo]. II. p. 5 29. 11 Saunders de fchifm. A11gl. * Hcrbcrt, p 4-<s. 
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Chap. VI. THE fame fpit·it of religious innovation, which had feized the other parts of 
..... 

1 5r4• 1 :r. Europe had made its way into Scotland, and had begun, long before this Mate o arra1 rs ' · . . 
in Scotland. p~riod, to excite the fame Jealoufies, fears, and perfecuttons. About the year 

152 7-• Patrick Hamilton, a young man of a nohle family, having been created 
abbot of Ferne, was fent abroad for his education ; but had fallen into company 
with fame reformers, and he returned into his own country very ill difpofed to· 
wards that church, of which his birth and his merit entitled him to attain the 
hiahefi honours. The fervour of youth, and his zeal for novelty, made it D . 
impoffible for him to conceal his fentiments ; and Cnmpbe1, prior of the Domi-
nicans, who, under colour of friendfhip, and a fympathy in opinion, had infi
nuated himfelf into his confidence, delated him to Beaton, archbifhop of St. An
drews. I-Iamilton was invited to St. Andrews, in order to maintain, with fome 
of the clergy, a difpute concerning the controverted points; and after much rea-
foning with regard to juftification, freewill, original fin, and other topics of that 
nature, the conference ended with their condemning Hamilton to be burnt for his 
errors. The young man, who had been deaf to the infinuations of ambition, 
was lefs likely to be fhaken with the fears of death, while he propofed to himfelf 
both the glory of bearing teftimony to the truth, and the immediate reward at
tending his martyrdom. The people, who compaffionated his youth, his virtue, 
and his noble birth, were much moved with the conftancy of his end ; and the 
event frill more confirmed thetn in their favourable fentiments towards him. He 
cited Campbe1, who frill infulted him at the fl:ake, to anfwer before the judg
n1ent-feat of Chrift ; and as that perfecutor, either aftonifhed with thefe events, 
or overcome with ren1orfe, or, perhaps, feized with a difremper, foon after loft 
his fenfes, and fell into a fever, of which he died; the people regarded Hamil
ton as a prophet, as well as a martyr t. 

AMONG the difciples converted by Hamilton, was one friar Forrefl, who became 
a zealous preacher; and who, tho' he did not openly difcover his fentiments, was 
fufpeB:ed to lean towards the new opinions. His diocefan, the bif11op of Dunke1, 
enjoined him, when he met witn a good epiftle or good gofpe1, which favoured 
·the liberties of holy church, to preach on it, and let the reft alone. Forrefl an
fwered, that he had read both old and new teftament, and had not found an ill 
epiftle, or ill gofpel in any part of thetn. The extreme attachment to the fcrip
tures was regarded in thofe days as a fure characteriftic of herefy ; and Forrefl: was 
foon after brought to his trial, and condemned to the flames. While the priefts 
were deliberating on the place of his execution, a byftander advifed them to burn 

him 
. l t Spotf\vood's Hift. church of Scotland, p. 6z. 
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Id m in fome cellar: For that the fmoke of Mr. Patrick Hatnilton had infeCt- Chap. VI. 

ed all thofe on whom it blew t· 154 1
• 

'THE clergy were at that time reduced to great difficulties, not only in Scot· 
land, but all over Europe. As the reformers aimed at a total fubverfion of anci
ent efi:ablifhments, which they reprefented as idolatrous, • impious, deteflab~e, the 
priefts, who found both their honours and properties at fiake, thought that they 
had a right to refifl:, by every extremity, thefe dangerous invaders, and that the 
fame fimple principles of equity, which juftified a man in k'lling a pyrate or a 
robber, would acquit them for the execution of fuch heretics. A wleration, tho' 
it is never acceptable to ecclefiaftics, might, they faid, be admitted in other 
cafes ; but feerned an abfurdity where fundamentals were fhakcn, and where the 
poffeffions, and even the fubfiftence of the eftablifhed clergy were brought in danger. 
But tho' the church was thus carried by policy, as well as inclination, to k indle 
the fires of penecution, they found the fuccefs of this remedy very precarious, 
and obferved, that the enthufiaftic zeal of the reformers, inflameJ by punifh
ment, was apt to prove very contagious on the compaffionate minds of the 
fpectators. The new dotl:rine, an)idft all the dangers to which it was expofed, 
ipread itfelf fecretly every where ; and the minds of men were gradually dif
pofed to a revolution in religion. 

BuT the moft dangerous fymptom for the clergy in Scotland was, that the no .. 
bility, moved by the example of England, had caft a wiftful eye on the church 
revenues, and hoped, if a reformation took place, to enrich themfelves by 
the plunder of the ecclefiaftics. James himfelf, who was very poor, and was 
fomewhat inclined ~o magnificence, particularly in building, had been f wayed by 
like motives; and began to threaten the clergy with the fame fate which at
tended them in the neighbouring country. Henry alfo, never ceafed exhorting 
his nephew to imitate his example ; and being moved both by the pride of mak
ing profelytes, and the profpeEt of fecurity, if Scotland fhould embrace a clofe 
union with him, he follicited the King of Scot3 to meet him at York; and he , 
obtained a promife to that purpofe. 

THE ecclefiaftics were extremely alarmed with this refolution of J ames ; and 
they employed every expedient, in order to prevent it. They reprefented the 
dangers of innovation ; the pernicious confequences of aggrandizing the nobility, 
already too powerful ; the haz 1rd of putting himfelf into the hands of the Englifh, 
his hereditary enemies; the dependance which muft enfue upon lofing the friend· 
fhip of France, and all foreign potentates. To thefe confiderations, they added 
the profpect of prefent intereft, by which they found the King to be much go-

. 7 verned: 

t Spotf\vood, p. 65. 
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verned: They offered him a prefent gratuity of fifty thoufand pounds Scots: 
They promifed him, that the church fhould always be! ready to contribute to his 
fupply: And they pointed out to him, the confifcations of heretics, as the means 
of filling his el'chequcr, and of adding a hundred thoufand pounds a year to the 
crown revenues*· The infinuations of his new ~een, to whom youth, beauty, 
and addrefs had given a 'powerful influence over him, feconded all thefe reafons; 
and Tames was at laft engag,d, firft to delay his journey, then to fend excufes to 
the King of England, who had already come to York, in order to be prefent at 
the conference. 

HENR v, vexed with the difappointment, and enraged at the affront, vowed 
vengeance againfr his nephew; and he began, by permitting pyracies at fea, and 
incuruons at land, to put his threats in execution. But he received foon after, in 
hi~ own family, an affront to which he was much n1ore fenfible, and which touch
ed him in a point where he had always fhewn an extreme delicacy. He had 
thought himfelf very happy in his new marriage : The youth, beauty, and 
agreeable difpofition of Oatherine, had entirely captivated his affeCtions; and he 
n1ade no fecret of his devoted attachment to her. He had even put up a prayer in 
his chappel, returning thanks to heaven for the felicity which the conjugal ftate 
afforded him ; and he deured the bi!hop of Lincoln to compofe a form of thankf
giving for that purpofe. But the Q!een very little merited this tendernefs which 
he bore her : She had abandoned herfelf to lewdnefs. One Lafcelles brought in
telligence of her diffolute life to Cranmer, and told him, that his fifter, formerly 
a_fervant in the old dutchefs of Norfolk's family, with whom Cathcrine was edu
cated:~ had giv~n him a particular a count of all her diforders. Derham and 
Mannoc, both of them fervants of the dutch~fs, had been admitted to her bed; 
and !he had even taken little care to conceal her fhame from the other fervants 
of the family. The primate, ftruck with this intelligence, which it was equally 
dangerous to .conceal or to difcover, communicated the matter to the earl of Hert
ford and to the ch1ncellor. They agreed, that the 1natter fhould by no mean;; 
be buried in filence ; and the archbii11op himfelf feemed the mofl: proper perfon 
to difclofe it to the King. Cranmer, unwilling to fpeak on fo ddicate a fubjecr, 
wrote a narrative of the whole, and conv~yed it to Henry, who was infinitely 
aitonifhed at the intelligence. So confident was he of the fide:ity of his confort, 
that he gave at firft no credit to the informadon ; and he faid to the lord privy
feal, to lord RuiTel, high admiral, Sir Anthony BrJwn, and \iVriothel1ey, that 
he regarded the whole as a forgery. Cranmer was now in a very perilous fitua
tjon ; and had not full proofs been found> certain and inevitable de!l:ruClion hung 

over 
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over him. The King's impatience, however, and jealoufy prompted him to 
fearch the matter to the bottom: The privy-feal was ord red to examine Laf
celles, who perfified in the information he had given; and frill appealed to his 
fiLler's teftimony. That nobleman made next a pretence of hunting, and went 
to Suffex, where the woman at that time refided: He found her both conftant in 
her former intelligence, and particular as to the faCts ; and the whole bore but 
too much the face of probability. Mannoc and Derham, whq were arrefted at 
the fame time, anc~ examined by the chancellor, mad~ the ~1een's guilt entirely 
certain by their confeffion; and difcovered other particulars, which redounded 
frill more to her dilhonour. Three maids of the family were admitted into her 
fecrets; and fome of them had even paft the night in bed with her and her lovers. 
All the examinations were laid before the King, who was fo deeply affected, that 
he remained a long time fpeechlefs, and at Iafr bur£1: into tears. The ~1een be
ing now quefiioned, denied her guilt; but when informed, that a full difcovery 
was made, f11e confeife 1, that ihe had been criminal before her marriage; and 
only infifted, that ihe had never been falfe to the King's bed. But as there was 
evidence, that one Colepeper had paired the night with her alone fince her mar
riage; and as it appeared, that ihe had taken Derhatn, her old paramour, into 
her fervice ; fhe feetned to deferve very little credit in this affeveration ; and the 
King befides, was not of a difpofition to make any difference between thefe de
grees of guilt. 

c ap. vr. 
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HENRY found, that he could not fo fully or expeditioufiy fatiate his vengeance 
on all thefe criminals as by affembling a Parliament, the ufual inftrument of his 

6 
xs4-z. 

tyranny. The two houfes, having received the ~een's confeffion, began by an 1 
Jamary. 

addrefs to the King; which confifted of feveral particulars. They entreated him 
not to be vexed with this untoward accident, to which all men were fubjeB: ; but 
to confider the frailty of human nature, .and the mutability of human affairs ; 
and from thefe views to derive a fubjeB: of confolation. They defired leave to 
frame -a bill of attainder againft the ~1een and her accomplices; and they begg-
ed hirn to give his affent to this bill, not in perfon, which would renew his vexa-
tion, and might· endanger his health, but by commiffioners appointed for that 
purpofe. And as there was a law in force, making it treafon to fpeak ill of the 
~een, as well as King, th~y craved his royal -pardon, if any of them ihould, 
on the prefent occafion, have tranfgre!fed any part of that fiatute. 

HAVING obtained a gracious anfwer to thefe requefts, the Parliament proceeded 
to an act of attainder for treafon againft the ~een, and the vifcountefs of 
Rocheford, who had conducted her fecret amours ; and in this aCt Colepeper, 

8 an 
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Chap. VI. and Derham, were alfo eo m prized. At the fame time, they paffed a bill 
I54z. of attainder for tnifprifion of treafon againft the old dutchefs of Norfolk, Ca

therine's grandmother, her uncle, lord William Howard, and his lady, toge
ther with the countefs of Bridge water, and nine perfons more; becaufe they 
knew the ~een's vicious life before her marriage, and yet concealed it. This 
was an effeCt of I-Ienry's ufual extravagance, to expeCt that parents fhould fo far 
forget the ties of natural affeCtion, and the fentiments of fhame and decency, as 
to reveal to him the moll: fecret diforders of their family. He himfelf feems to 
have been fenfible of the cruelty of this fentence: For he pardoned the dutchefs 
of Norfolk, and mofl: of the others, condemned for mifprifion of treafon. 

HowEVER, to fecure himfelf for the future, as well as his fucceffors~ from this 
fatal accident, he engaged the Parliament to frame a law, equally full of extra
vagance. It was enaB:ed, that any one, who knew, or vehemently prefumed 
any guilt in the ~1een, and did not, within twenty days, difclofe it to the King 
or council, fuould be guilty of treafon; prohibiting every one, at the fame time, 
from fpreading the matter abroad, or even privately whifpering it to others. It was 
alfo enaCted, that if the King married any woman, who had been incontinent, 
taking her for a true maid, fhe fhould be guilty of treafon, in cafe fbe did not 
previoufly reveal her guilt to him. The people made merry with this extra
ordinary claufe, and faid, that the King muft henceforth look out for a widow; 
for no reputed maid would ever be perfwaded to incur the penalty of the ftatute *. 
After all thefe Jaws were paffed, the ~1een was beheaded on Tower-hill, toge
ther with the lady Rocheford. They behaved in a manner fuitable to their dif
folute life; and as the lady Rocheford was known to be the chief inftrumenr, 
who had brought Anne Boleyn to her end, 1he died unpitied ; and men were 
farther confirmed, by the difcovery of this woman's guilt, in the favourable fen
timents which they had entertained of that unfortunate ~e-en. 

THE King made no demand of any fubfidies from this Parliament ; but he 
found means of enriching his exchequer from another quarter: He took far
ther fteps towards the diffolution of colleges, hofpitals, and other foundations of 
that nature. The courtiers had been praB:ifing on the prefidents and governors, 
to make a furrender of their revenues to the King; and they had been fuccefsful 
with eight of them. But there was an obftacle to their farther progrefs : It had 
been provided, by the local ftatutes of moft of thefe foundations, that no prcfi
dent, nor any fellows, could make fuch a deed without the unanimous vote of 
all the fellows ; and this confent was not eafily obtained. All fuch ftatutes were 
now annulled by Parliament; and the revenues of thefe houfes, fo u.feful to the 

public, 
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public, were now laid open to the rapacity of the King and his favourites*· Chap. vr. 
The church had been fo long their prey, that nobody was furprized at any new 1 S4I· 

inroads made upon it. From the regular, Henry now proceeded to make de
vaflations on the fecular clergy. He extorted from many of the bifhops a fur-
render of chapter lands ; and by this devife he pillaged the fees of Canterbury, 
York, and London, and enriched his greedy parafites and flatterers with their 
fpoils. 

THE clergy have been commonly fo fortunate as to make a concern for their Ecclefiaftic • 

temporal interefts go hand in hand with a jealoufy for orthodoxy; and both affairs. 

thefe paffions be regarded, by the people, ignorant and fuperftitious, as a zeal for 
religion : But the violent and headflrong charatter of Henry now disjoined 
thtfe objects. His rapacity was gratified by plundering the church; his bi· 
gotry and arrogance by perfecuting heretics. Tho' he engaged the Parliament 
to mitigate the penalties of the fix articles, fo far as regards the marriage 
of priefts, which was now only fubjetted to a forfeiture of goods, chattles, 
and lands during life; he was frill equally bent on maintaining a rigid purity in 
fpeculative principles. He had appointed a commiffion, confifring of the two 
archbifhops and feveral bifhops of both provinces, together with a confiderable 
number of doctors of divinity; and by virtue of his ecclefiaftical fupremacy he 
had given them in charge to choofe a religion for his people. Before the com-
miffioners had made any progrefs in this arduous undertaking, the Parliam nt, 
in 154 r, had paired a law, by which they ratified all the tenets, which thefe di-
vines fhould eftablilh with the King's confent : And they were not afhamed of 
exprefsly declaring that they took their religion upon twft, and had no other 
rule, in religious as well as temporal concerns, than the arbitrary will of their 
mafter. There is only one claufe of the ftatute, which may feem to favour fame-
what of the fpirit of liberty : It was enacted, that the ecclefiaftical commiffioners 
fhould efrablifh nothing repugnant to the laws and ftatutes of the realm. But 
in reality this provifo was inferted by the King, to ferve his own purpofes. By 
introducing a confufion and contradiction into the laws, he became more the 

K k mafter 

• It was enaC\:ed by this Parliament, that there ihould be trial of treafon in any country where the 

King thould appoint by commiffion. The fratutes of treafon had been extremely multiplied in this 
reign; and fuch an expedient faved trouble and charges in tl'} ing that crime. The fame Parliament 

cre[ted Ireland into a kingdom; and Henry henceforth annexed the title of King of Ireland to hii 
o~her titles. This feffion, the commons firft began the praCtice of freeing any of their members, \vho 
were arreiled, by a writ iifued by the fpeaker. Formerly it was ufual for them to apply for a \Vrit fiom 
chancery to that purpofe. This precedent encreafed the authority of the commons, and had after· 

wards confiderable confequences. Hollingfhed, p. 95 5, 956. Baker, p. z89. 
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mafter of every one's life and property. And as the antient independance of the 
church frill gave hitn jealoufy, he was well pleafed, under cover of fuch a 
claufe, to introduce appeals from the fpiritual to the civil courts. It was for a 
like reafon, he would never promulgate a body of cancn law; and encouraged 
the judges on all occafions to interpofe in ecclefiaftical caufes wherever they 
thought the law or royal prerogative concerned. A happy innovation ; tho' at 
firft invented for arbitrary purpofes ! 

· THE King, armed by the au,thority of Parliament, or rather by their acknow
legement of that fpiritual fupremacy, which he believed inherent in him, em
ployed his commiffioners to felect a fyftem of tenets for the affent and belief of 
the nation. A fmall volume was foon after publiihed, called, the .lnflitution of a 
Chriflian Man, which was received by the convocation, and voted to be the in
fallible ftandard of orthodoxy. All the delicate points of juftification, faith, free~ 

will, good works, and grace, are there defined, with a leaning towards the opi.
nion of the reformers : The facraments, which a few years before were only al
lowed to be three, are now encreafed to the number of feven, conformable to the 
fentiments of the catholics. The King's caprice is difcernible thro' the whole;, 
and the book is in reality to be regarded as his compofition. For Henry, while 
he made his opinion a rule for the nation, would tye his own hands by no canorr 
or authority, not even by any which he himfelf had formerly eftabliihed. 

THE people had occafion foon after to fee a farther inftance of the King's in.: 
conftancy. He was not long fatisfied with his lnftitution of a Chriftian Man: He 
ordered a new book to be compofed, called, the Erudition of a Chriflian Man; 
and without aiking the affent of the convocation, he publifhed, by his own au
thority, and that of the Parliament, this new model of orthodoxy. It differs 
from the inftitution * ; but the King was no lefs pofitive in his new creed than he 
had been in the old; and he required the belief of the nation to veer about at his 
1.1gnal. In both thefe books, he was particularly careful to inculcate the doctrine of 
paffive obedience ; and he was no lefs careful to retain the nation in the practice. 

W HIL.E the King was fpreading his own books among the people, he feems 
to have been extremely perplexed, as well as the clergy, what courfe to uke 
with the fcriptures. A review had been made by the ecclefiaftical fynod of the 
new tranfiation of the Bible; and Gardiner had propofed, that, inftead of em
ploying Englifh expreffions throughout, feveral Latin words fhould ftill be pre
ferved, becaufe they contained, as he pretended, fuch peculiar energy and figni
ficance, that they l1ad no correfpondent terms in the vulgar tonguet. Among 
thefe were eclefla, pcenitentia, pontifex, contritus, holocaujla, facramentum, e'ementa, 

ceremo11ia, 
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'!eremonia, myflcrium, prejbyter, facrificium, humilitas, fatisjaflio, peccatum, gratia, 
ho.ftia, charitas, &c. But as this mixture would have appeared extremely bar
barous, and was plainly calculated for no other purpofe than to retain the feople 
in their antient ignorance, the propofal was rejected. The know lege of the peo
ple, however, at leafl: their difputative turn, feemed to be an inconvenience fl:ill 
more dangerous ; and the King and Parliament :f:, foon after the publication 
of the fcriptures, retraCted the conceffion, which they had formerly made; 
and prohibited all but gentlemen and merchants to perufe them !I· Even that 
liberty was not granted, without an apparent hefitation, and a dread of the 
confequences : Thefe perfons were allowed to read, fo it be done quietly and with 
good order. And the preamble to the aCt fers forth, " that many feditious and 
" ignorant perfons had abufed the liberty granted them for reading the Bible~ 
" and that great diverfity of opinions, animofities, tumults, and fchifms had been 
" occafioned by perverting the fenfe of the fcriptures." It feemed very difficult 
to reconcile the King's model for uniformity, with the permiilion of free enquiry. 

THE mafs book alfo pa.ffed under the King's cognizance ; and little alteration 
was as yet made in it: Some doubtful or fiCtitious faints only were fl:ruck out; 
and the name of the pope was erazed. This latter precaution was likewife ufed with 
regard to every new book, that wag printed, or even old book that was fold. The 
word, Pope, was carefully omitted or blotted out§ ; as if that precaution could 
abolifh the term from the language, or as if fuch a perfecution of it did not rather 
imprint it more ftrongly in the memory of the people. 

THE King took care about this time to clear the churches of another abufe~ 
which had er pt into them. Plays, interludes, and farces were there often aCl:ed in 
derifion of tl 1e former fuperftitions ; and the reverence of the ·multitude for their 
antient principles 11d modes of worihip, was thereby gradually effaced *. We 
do not hear, that the C.ltholics attempted to retaliate by employing this powerful 
engine againft their a verfaries, or endeavoured by like arts to expofe that fana
tical fpirit, by which, it appears, the refer 1ers were often aB:uated. Perhaps 
the people were not difpofed to rt'iih a jeft on that fide : Perhaps the greater 
fimplidty and the more fpiritual abftraCt worfhip of the protefl:ants, gave lefs 
hold to ridicule, w uch is commonly founded on fenfible reprefentations. It 
was, therefor~, a ve y agreeable concefilon, which Henry n1ade the_ catholic party, 
to fupprefs entirely thefe rel igwus comedies. 

THus Henry laboured incdfantly, by arguments., creeds, and penal fl:atutes, 
to bring his fubj e s to an uniformity in their religious fentimeJ!tS : But as he en-
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tered, himfelf, with the greateft earnefl:nefs, into all thefe fcholaftic reafonings, 
he encouraged the people, by his example, to apply themfelves to the ftudy of 
theology ; and it \VJS in vain afterwards to expeCt, however prefent fear might re
ftrain their tongues or pens, that they would cordially agree in any fet of tenets 
or opinions prefcribed to them. 

C H A P. VII. 

Tf/'ar with Scotland.--Viffory at Solway.-Deatb of James tle 
Fijth.-'Ireaty with Scotland.--New rupture.-Rupture with 
France.--A Parliament.--A.ffairs of Scotland.-A Parlia-
1JJent.--Campai'gn in France.--A Parliament.-Peace with· 
France and Scotland.--Petfecutions.--Execution of the Earl of 
Surrey.--Attainder of the Duke ofNorfolk.-Death of the Khzg. 
-His charaeler.--His la1.os .. 

HENRY, being determined to avenge himfelf of the King of Scots for liighting. 
the ~dvances, which he made for his friendlhip, would gladly have ob

tained a fupply from the Parliament, to enable him to pro(ecute that enterprize ; 
but as he did not think it prudent to difcover his intentions, the Parliament, con
formable to their frugal maxims, would underfrand no hints; and tf1e King was. 
difappointed in his expeCtations. He continued, however, to make preparations 
for war ; and fo foon as he thought himfelf in a condition to invade Scotland, 
he publifhed a manifefio, by which he endeavoured to juftify his hoftilities. 
He complained of James's difappointing him in the promifed interview; which 
was the real ground of the quarrel * : But in order to give a more fpecious co
louring to the enterprize, he mentioned other injuries; that his nephew had given 
proteB:ion to fome Englifh rebels and fugitives, and had detained fome territory, 
which, Henry pretended~ belonged to England. He even revived the old claim of 
the dependance of the crown of Scotland, and he fummoned J ames to do ho
mage to him as his liege lord and fuperior. He employed the duke of Norfolk,. 
whom he called the fcourge of the Scots, to command in the war ; and tho'· 
James fent the bifhop of Aberdeen, and Sir James Learmont of Darfay, to ap
peafe his uncle, he would hearken to no terms of accommodation. vVhile Nor-
folk was affembling his army at N ewcaftle, Sir Robert Bowes, attended with 
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Sir Ralph Sadler, Sir Ra1ph Evers, Sir Brian Latoun, and others, made an in- Chap. VIT. 
curilon into Scotland, and advanced towards Jedburgh, with an intention of pH- ISfZ. 
Jaging and deftroying that town. The earl of Angus, and George Douglas,llis 
brother; who had been fo many ye1rs banifhed their country, and had fubfifted 
by I-!enry's bounty, joined the Enslifh army in this incurfion ; and the forces, 
commanded by Bowes, exceeded £)ur thoufand men. J ames had not been ne-
gligent in his preparations for defence, and had pofted a conGderable body, un-
der the command of the earl of Huntley, for the protect" on of the borders. Lord 
Hume, at the head of his clients, was hafrening to join Huntley,. when he met 
with the Englifh army; and a battle in1mediately enfued. While they were 24th Augufr ... 
engaged, the forces under Huntley began to appear; and the Englifh, afraid of 
being overpowered and furrounde:1, took to flight,. and were purfued by the 
enemy. E vers, Latoun, and fome other perfons of difiinction, were taken pri-
foners. A few only of fmal! note fell in this {kirmifh *. 

THE duke of Norfolk, mean while, began to move from his camp at New
caftle; and being attended by the earls of Shrewfbury, Derby, Cumberland, 
Surrey, Hertford, Rutland, with many others of the nobility, he advanced to 
the borders. His army amounted to above twenty thoufand men ; and it re
quired the utmoft efforts of Scotland to refifi: fuch formidable preparati.ons. J ames 
had affembled his whole military fo1·ce at Fala and Sa,Arey, and was ready to 
advance fo foon as he fhould be in[i)rmed of Norfolk's invading his kingdom~ 
The Englifh paffed the Tweed at Berwic, and advanced along the banks of the 
river as far as Kelfo; but hearing that J ames had gathered together near thirty 
thoufand men, they repaffed the river at that village, and retreated into their 
own country t. The King of Scots, inflamed with a defire of military glory, 
and of revenge on his invaders, gave the fignal for purfuing them, and carrying 
the war into England. l-Ie was furprized to find, that his nobility, \vho wen~ 
generally difaffetl:ed on account of the preference, whi.ch he had given the clergy 
oppofed this refolution, and refufed to attend him in his projected enterprize. 
Enraged at this defection, he reproached them with cowardice, and threatened 
vengeance; but ftill refolved,. with rhe forces which adhered to him, to make an 
impreffion on the enemy's country. He fent ten thoufand men to the weftern 
borders, who entered England at Sclway firth ; and he himfelf followed them at: 
a fmall diftance, ready to join them 1pon occafion. Difgufted, however, v;;'ith 
the refractory difpof1tion of his nob es, he fent a meffenger to the army, depriv
ing lord lVIaxwel, their general, of his commiffion, and conferring the com
mand on Oliver Sinclair, a private gentleman, who was his favourite. The 
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Chap. VII. army were extremely difpleafed with this alteration, and were ready to diiband ; 

N
1 542 ' b when a fmall body of En

0
o-lifh appeared, not exceedin0o- 500 men, under the com-

24 ovem er. 
ViClory at n1and of Dacres and Mufgrave. A panic feized the Scotch, who immediately 
Solway. took to flight, and were purfued by the enemy. Few were killed in this rout; 

for it was no aCtion; but a great many were taken prifoners, and fame of the prin
cipal nobility. Among thefe were the earls of Caffilis and Glencairn; the lords 
Maxwel, Fleming, Sommerville, Oliphant, Grey, who were all fent to London, 
and given in cuftody to different noblemen. 

14th of De
cember. 
Death of 
James the 
fifth. 

THE King of Scots, hearing of this difafter, was confounded to the !aft de· 
gree ; and being naturally of a melancholy difpolition, as well as endowed with 
a high fpirit, he loft all command of his temper on thi~ ·difmal occafion. Rage 
againft his nobility, who, he believed, had betrayed him ; fhame for a defeat by 
fuch unequal numbers ; regret of the paf1, fear of the future ; all thefe pai: 
fions fo wrought upon him, that he would admit of no confolation, but aban~ 
doned himfelf wholly to defpair. His body was wafted by fympathy with his 
anxious mind ; and even his life h"gan to be thought in danger. He had no 
child living; and hearing that his ~een was fafely delivered, he afked whether 
fhe had brought him a male or female? Being told, the latter ; he turned about 
in his bed: " The crown came with a woman," faid he, '' and it will go with 
" one: Many miferies await this poor ki Jgdom : Henry will make it his own 
" either by force of arins or by marriage." A few days after, he expired, in the 
flower of his age ; a prince of confiderabl~ virtues and talents, well fitted, by his 
vigilance and perfonal courage, for repreffing thofe diforders, to which his king
dom, during that age, was fo much expofed. He executed juftice with the 
greateft impartiality and rigour ; but as he fupported the commonalty and the 
church againft the rapine of the nobility, he efcaped not the hatred of that order. 
The proteUants alfo, whom he repreffed, have endeavoured to throw many ftains O.Ll 

his memory ; but have not been able to fix any confiderable imputation on him*. 
HENRY 

* The perfecutions, exercifed during James's reign, are not to be afcribed to his bigotry, a vice 
of which he fcems to have been as free as Francis the firfr or the emperor Charles, both of whom, as 
well as James, fhewed, in different periods of their lives, even an inclination to the new doetrines. The 

extremities to which all thefe princes were carried, proceeded entirely from the :fituation of affairs, during 

that age, which rendered it impoffible for them to atl: with greater temper or moderation, after they 

had embraced the refolution of fupporting the antient ellablifhments-. So violent was the propenfity of 

the times towards innovation, that a toleration of the new preachers was equivalent to a formed defign · 

of changing the national religion. And even the greatefr friends to liberty of confcience have admitted, 
that tho' a feet, which has already diffufed itfelf, has a jufr claim to indulgence, yet may it often be 

confifrent with equity as well as found policy, to reprefs by feverity the firft beginnings of fchifm and 
new fyftems of theology. 
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HENRY was no fooner informed of his victory and of the death of his ne
phew, than he projected, as J ames had forefeen, the fcheme of uniting Scotland 
to his own dominions, by marrying his fon, Ed ward, to the heirefs of that king· 
dom *. He called together the Scotch nobles, who were his prifoners; and af
ter reproaching them, in fevere terms, for their breach of treaty, as he pretended, 
he began to foften his tone, and propofed to them this expedient, by which, he 
hofed, thofe diforders, fo prejudicial to both fi:ates, would for the future be pre
vented. He offered to befi:ow on them their liberty without ranfom ; and only 
required of them engagements to favour the marriage of the Prince of \Vales 
with their young mifi:refs. They were eafily prevai!td on to ·give their affent to 
a propofal, which fee~ed fo natural, and fo advantageous to both kingdoms; 
and being conduCted to Newcafi:Je, they delivered to the duke of Norfolk, hofta
ges for their return, in cafe the intended nuptials were not compleated : And they 
thence proceeded to Scotland, where they found affairs in fome confufion. 

Tn£ pope, finding his authority in Scotland expofed to danger from the fpread
ing of the new opinions, had beftowed on Beaton, the primate the dignity of 
cardinal; and that prelate had _been long regarded as prime minifter to James, 
and as the head of that party, which defendeu the antient privileges and proper
ties of the ecclefiaftics. Upon the death of his mafi:er, this man, apprehenfive 
of the confequences both to his party and himfelf, endeavoured to keep poffefiion 
of the power ; and for that purpofe, he is accufed of executing a deed which re
quired a high degree of temerity. He forged, it is faid, a will for the King, 
appointing himfelf, ann three noblemen, regents of the kingdom during 
the minority of the infant Princefs t: At 1eafr, for hifrorians are not well 
agreed in the circumfi:ances of the fact, he had read to J ames a paper of that im
l·ort, to which that n1onarch, during the delirium which preceded his death, had 
given an imperfeCt affent and approbation t. By virtue of this will, Be a ton had 
put himfelf in poffellio!1 of the government; and having joined his intere.fl:s 
with thole of the ~een dowager, he obtained the confent of the convention of 
ftate-s, and excluded the pretenfions of the earl of Arran. 

J AMES earl of Arran, of the name of Hamilton, was next heir to the crown 
by his grandmother, daughter to James the third ; and on that account fecmed 
befi: entitled to poifefs that high office, into vV hich the cardinal had i_ntruded him
felf. The profpeCl: alfo ofhis fucceliion after a Princefs, vvho \Vas in fuch tender 
infJncy, procured him many partizans ; and tho' his character contained little 
fpit it, activity, or ambition, a propenfity, which he ha dtfcovered for the new 

op~nions, 

• Stowe, p. 584. Hclbcrt, Burnet, Buchanan. t Sadler's Letters, p. x6J. Spotfwood,p. 71 .. 
Buchanan, lib, 15. t John Knox~ Hiftory of tl1e reformation. 
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optmons, had attached to him all the zealous promoters of thefe innovations. 
By means of all thefe adherents, joined to the vaffals of his family, he had been 
able to make oppofition to the cardinal's adminiftration ; and the fufpicion of 
Beaton's forgery, with the acceffion of the noblemen, who had been prifoners in 
England, affiil:ed too by fome money, fent from London, was able to turn 
the ballance in his favour. The earl of Angus, and his brother, having 
taken the prefent opportunity of returning into their own country, oppofed the 
cardinal with all the force of that powerful family; and the majority of the conven
tion had now embraced oppofite intereil:s to thofc which formerly prevailed. Arran 
was declared governor ; the cardinal was committed to cuil:ody under the care of 
lord Seton; and a negotiation was commenced with Sir Ralph Sadler, the Eng
lifh ambalfador, for the marriage of the infant ~1een with the Prince of Wales. 
The following conditions were quickly agreed on ; that the ~een fhou!d remain 
in Scotland till f11e was ten years of age ; that fhe fhould then be fent to England 
to be educated; that three Scotch nobles fhould immediately be delivered as hof
tages to Henry ; and that the kingdom, notwithfl:anding its union with Eng~ 
land, fhould il:ill preferve its laws a .d privileges*. By means of thefe equitable 
conditions, the war between the nations, which had threaten~d Scotland with fuch 
difmal calamities, feen1ed to be fully compofed, and to be changed into perpetual 
concord and unanitni[y. 

Bur the ca.Jinal-primate, having prevailed on Seton to reflore him to his 
liberty, was able, by his intrigues, to confound all thefe meafures, which ap· 
peared to be fo well concerted. He ailembled the moft confiderable ecclefiaflics; 
and having reprefented to them the imminent danger, to which their revenues 
and privilegt.s were expofed, he perfwaded them to col!eB: privately from the 
clergy a large fum of money, by which, if entruil:ed to his· management, he 
promiied to overturn the fchemes of their enemies t. Befides the partizans, 
whom he acquired by pecuniary motives, he rouzed up the zeal of thofe, who 
were attached to the catholic woril1ip; and he reprefented the union with Eng
land as the fure forerunner of ruin to the church and the antient religion. The 
national antipathy of the Scotch again£1: the Eng'ifh nation, was alfo an infallible 
engine, by which the cardinal wrought upon the people; and tho' the terror of 
Henry's arms, and their inability to make refifl:ance, had procured a temporary 
affent to the alliance and marriage propofed, the fettled habits of the nation pro
duced an extreme averfion to thofe meafures. The Enalifh ambaffador and his train 

D 

received many infults from perfons whom the cardinal had incited to commit thofe 
indignities, in hopes of bringing on a rupture. But Sadler very prudently dif

femblcd 
, * Si&· Ralph Sadler's Letters. t Euchanan, lib. J 5. 
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fembled the matter; and waited patiently t'll the day appointed for the delivery Chap. VII. 
of the hoftages. He then demanded of the regent the performance of that im- 1 

543· 
portant article ; but received for anf wer, that his authority was very precari-
ous, that the nation had now taken a different impreffion, and that it was not 
in his power to compel any of the nobility to deliver themfelves as hoftages to the 
Englifh. Sadler, forefeeing the confequence of this refufal, fent a fummons to 
all thofe who had been prifoners in England, and required them to fulfil the pro-
mife which they had given of returning into cuftody. None of them 1howed 
fo much fentiment of honour, as to perform their engagements, except Gilbert 
Kennedy, earl of Caffilis. Henry was fo well pleafed with the behaviour of 
this noblen1an, that he not only received him graciouOy, but honoured him 
with prefents, gave him his liberty, and fent hi1n back to Scotland, with his 
two brothers, whom he had left as hoftages *. 

THrs behaviour of the Scotch nobles, tho' it refleCted dilhonour on the na-
tion, was not unacceptable to the cardinal, who forefaw, that all thefe perfons NewrtJpture. 
would now be deeply interefted to maintain their enmity and oppofition to the 
Engli!h. And as a war was foon expected with that kingdom, he found it necelfary 
immediately to apply to France, and to crave the affiftance of that ancient ally, 
during the prefent diftrelfes of the Scotch nation. Tho' Francis was fully fen-
fible of his intereft in fupporting Scotland, a demand of aid could not have been 
made on him at a more unfeafonable junCture. His pretenfions on the Milanefe, 
and his refentment againft Charles, had engaged him in a war with that potentate; 
and having made very great, tho' fruit'efs efforts during the preceding campaign, 
he was the more difab]ed at prefent from defending his own dominions, much 
more from granting any fuccour to the ocotch. Mathew Stuart, earl of Lenox, 
a young nobleman of a great family, was at that time in the French court; and 
Francis, being informed, that he was engaged in ancient and hereditary enmity 
with the Hamiltons, who had murdered his father, fent him over to his native 
country, as a fupport to the cardinal and the ~een mother : And he promifed, 
that a fupply of money, and, if nec .. lfary, even military fuccours, fbould foon 
be difpatched after him. Arran, the governor, feeing all thefe prepar~tions 
againft him, affembled his friends, and made an attempt to get the perfon of 
the infant ~een into his cuftody ; but being repulfed, he was obl :ged to come 
to an accommodation with his enemies, and to entrufJ: that precious charge 
to four neutral perfons, the heads of potent families, the Grahams, .A.refl·ines .. 
Lindfeys, and Leviftons. The arrival of Lenox, in the midlt of thefe tranf-

L 1 aCl:ion~, 

"" Buchanan, lib. XV. 
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Chap. VII. actions, ferved to render the victory of the French party ove'r the Englifh ftill 
I543· more undifputable :f:. 

TF-;E oppo!ition which Fienry met with in Scotland from the French intrigues, 
excited his refentment, and farther confirn1ed the refol iJtion which he had before 
taken, of breaking with France, and of uniLing his arms with thofe of the emperor. 

rupture with He had other grounds of complaint againft the French King; which, tho' they 
France. were not of great importance, yet being recent, were able to overballance tnofe great 

injuries which he had formerly received from Charles. He pretended, that Francis 
had engaged to imitate his example in feparating himfelf entirely from the fee 
of Rome, and that he had broke his promife in that particular. He was dif
fatisfied, that J ames, his nephew, had been allowed to marry, firft Magdalene of 
France, then a princefs of the houfe of Guife ; and he confidered thefe alliances 
as pledges which Francis gave of his intentions to fupport the Scotch againft the 
power of England*. He had been informed of fome railleries, w:1ich the French 
King had thrown out againft his conduct with regard to his wives. He was dif
gufted, that Francis, after [o many obligations which he owed him, had facri
ficed him to the emperor; and, in the confidence of friendfhip, had rafhly re
vealed his fecrets to that fubtle and interefied monarch. And he complained, 
that regular payments were never made of the fums due to him by France, and 
of the penfion which had been promifed. Impelled by all thefe motives, he 
alienated hlmfelf from his ancient friend and confederate, and formed a league 
with the emperor, who very earneftly courted his alliance. This league, befides 
ftipulations for mutual defence, contained a plan for invading France ; and the 
two monarchs agreed to enter Francis's dominions with an army, each of twenty
five thoufand men; and to require that prince to pay Henry all the fums which 
he owed him, and to confign Boulogne, Montreuil, Terouenne, and Ardres, as a 
fecurity for the regular payment of his penfion for the future : In cafe thefe 
conditions were rejetl:ed, the confederate princes agreed, to challenge, for Henry, 
the crown of France, and the dutchies of Normandy, Aquitaine, and Guienne; 
for Charks, the dutchy of Burgundy, and fome other territories t. That they 
might have a pretence for enforcing thefe claims, they fent a meffage to Francis, 
requiring him to renounce his alliance with Sultan Solyman, and to tnake repa
ration for all the prejudice which Chriftendom had fuffered from that unnatural 
confederacy. Upon the French King's refufal, war was declared againft him by 
the confederates. It may be proper to obferve, that the partizans of France objeCl:-
~c:d to Charles his alliance with the heretical King of England, as no lefs odious 

than 

1 B~hanan, lib. XV; Drummond. · • Pere Daniel. t Rymer, XIV. p. 768. XV. z. 
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than that which Francis had contraCted with Solyman : And they obferved, Ch1p. VII._ 
that this league was a breach of that folemn promife which he had given to Cle- '5 43· 
ment the feventh, never to make peace or afliance with England. 

WHILE the treaty with the emperor was negociating, the King fummoned a zz January, 

new feffion of Parliamer1t, in order to obtain fupplies for his projeCted war with A Parliament. 

France. The Parliamer1t granted him a fubfidy to be paid in three years: It 
was levied in a peculiar manner; but exceeded not three fuillings in the pound 
upon any individual :j:. The convocation gave the King fix £billings in the pound, 
to be levied in three yetrs. Greater fums were always, eyen during the efta-
blifhment of the catholic religion, exacted from the clergy than the laity : Which 
made the emperor Charles fay, when Henry diffolved the monafteries, and fold 
their revenues, or beftowed them on his nobility and courtiers, that he had killed 
the hen which brought 1im the golden eggs*. 

THE Parliament alfo facilitated the execution of the former law, by which the 
King's proclamations were made equal to ftatutes : They appointed, that any 
nine counfellors fhould form a legal court for punifuing all difobedience to pro
clamations. The total abolition of juries in criminal caufes, as well as of all 
Parliaments, feemed, if the King had fo pleafed, the neceffary confequence of this 
enormous law. He might iffue proclamations, for the execution of any penal 
ftatutes, and afterwards try the criminals, not for breach of the law, but for 
difobedience to his proclamation. It is remarkable, that the lord Mountjoy en
tered a prote!l againft dis ftatute ; and it is equally remarkable, that that pro-
teft is the only one which was entered againft any public bill during this whole 
reign t. 

WE have taken notice, in the end of the former chapter, of fome laws re
garding religion, which the Parliament paired this feffion, in order to gratify the 
King's humour. It ~as farther enaCted 11, that every fpiritual perfon, who 
preached or taught contrary to the doCtrine contained in the King's book, the 
Erudition of a chriftian nan, or contrary to any d<>ctrine which he 1hall hence
forth promulgate, wa<i to be admitted on the firft conviCtion to renounce his 
errors; on the fecono, he was required to carry a faggot; which if he refufed to 
do, or fell into a third offence, he was to be burnt. But the laity, for the third of
fence, were only to forfeit their goods and chattels, and to be liable to perpetual 

L 1 2 imprifonment. 
:t They who were worth it goods twenty 1hillings and upwards to five pounds, paid four pence of 

every pound ; from .five pounds to ten pounds, eight pence; from ten pounds to twenty pounds, fix
teen pence ; from twenty and upwards, two lhillings. Lands, fees, and annuities, paid eight pence 
in the pound from twenty lhiHngs to five pounds; from five pounds to ten pounds, fix teen pence ; from 
ten pounds to twenty pounds, two fhillings; from twenty pounds and upwards, three fhillings. 

• Collier, 'Tol. II. p. 176. t Burnet, p. 3zz. 11 34 & 35 Hen. VIII. c. t. 
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imprifonment. Inditl:ments mufl: be laid within a year after the offence, and the 
prifoner was allowed to bring witneffes for his purgation. Thefe penalties were 
lighter than thofe formerly impofed on a denial of tranfubfl:antiation: It was, 
however, fubjoined in this fl:atute, that the aCt of the fix articles was frill in force. 
But in order to make the King more enrirely mafrer of his people, it was en
acted, that he might hereafter, at his pleafure, change this act, or any provifion 
in it. By this claufe, both rarties were retained in fubjeCtion; fo far as regarded 
religion, the King was invefred, in the fulleft manner) with the foie 1egiil ttive a mho~ 
rity in his kingdom ; and all his fubjeCl:s were, under the f'evereft penalties, ex~ 
prefsly bound to receive implicitly, whatever doc1rine he !hould pleafe to recom. 
mend to them. 

THE reformers began to entertain hopes, that this exorbitant power would be 
employed in their favour. The King married Catherine Par, widow to Nevil 
lord Latimer; a woman of virtue} and fomewhat inclined to the new doctrine. 
By this marriage, Henry made good what had formerly been foretold in jeft, that 
he would be obliged to efpoufe a widow. The King's league with the emperor, 
feemed to be a circumftance no lefs favourable to the catholic party; and thus 
matters retnained fiill nearly ballanced between the factions. 

THE advantages gained by this powerful confederacy between Henry and 
Charles, were very inconfiderable, during the prefent year. The campaign was 
opened with a viCtory, gained by the duke of Cleves, Francis's ally, over the 
forces of the emperor 11 : Francis, in perfon, took the field early; and made 
himfelf mafl:er, without refiftance, of the whole dutchy o~ Luxembourg : He 
afterwards took Landrecy, and added fome fortifications to it. Charles, having 
at lafl: affembled a powerful army, appeared in the Low Countries; and after 
taking almoft every fortrefs in the dutchy of Cleves, he reduced the duke to fub
n1it to the terms which he was pleafed to prefcribe to him. Being then joined 
by a body of fix thoufand Englilh, he fat down before Landrecy, and covered 
the fiege with an army of above forty thoufand men. Francis advanced at the 
head of an army not much inferior; as if he intended to give the emperor battle, 
or oblige him to abandon the fiege : But while thefe two rival monarchs were 
facing each other, and all the world ftood in expectation of fame great event; 
the French found means to throw fuccours into Landrecy, and having thus ef .. 
fetl:ed their purpofe, they !kilfully made a retreat. Charles, finding the feafon 
far advanced, defpaired of fuccefs in his enterprize, and found it neceffary to 

raife the fiege. 

ll Memoires du Bellay, lib. X. 
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THE vanity of Henry was flattered, by the figure which he made in the great Chap. VII. 
tranfactions on lhe continent: But the interefts of his kingdom were much more Air 1 

• .;4-~f· 
_ n:.urs 0 

deeply concerned in the event of affairs in Scotland. Arran, the governor, was \)cotland. 

of fo indolent and unambitious a character, that had he not been ftimulated by his 
fricncis and dependants, he never had afpired to any fhare in the adminifrration; 
and when he found himfelf overpowered by the party of the ~een dowager, the 
cardinal, and the earl o~ Lenox, he was glad to accept of any terms of accom
modation, however difbonourab!e. He even gave them a fure pledge of his fin-
cerity, by renouncing the princ iples of the reformers, and reconciling himfelf to 
the Romifh communion in the Francifcan church at Stirling. By this weaknefs 
and levity he loft his credit with the whole nation, and rendered the proteftants, 
who were hitherto the chief fupport of his power, his mofr mort.1l enemies. 
The cardinal acquired the entire afcendant in the kingdom : The ~een dowager 
put implicit confidence in him : The governor was obliged to yield to him in 
every pretenfion : Lenox alone was become an obfracle to his meafures, and re-
duced hin1 to fome difficulty. 

THE inveterate enmity which had taken place between the families of Lenox 
and Arran, made the interefts of thefe two noblemen entirely incompatible; and 
as the cardinal and the French party, in order to engage Lenox the more in their 
caufe, had flattered him with the hopes of fucceeding to the crown after their 
infant fovereign, this rivalfhip had tended ftill farther to rouze the animofity of 
the Hamiltons. l~enox too had been encouraged to afpire to the marriage of the 
~een dowager, which would have given him fome pretenfions to the regency ; 
and as he was become affuming, on account of the fervices which he had render
ed the party, the cardinal found, that, fince he muft choofe between the friend
fhip of Lenox and Arran, the latter nobleman, who was tnore eafily governed, 
and who was invefted with prefent authority, was in every refpeB: preferable. 'In 
order to remove the former, after the eafieft and leaft obnoxious manner, he 
wrote to Francis, with whom he had entire credit, by means of the duke of 
Guife, father to the ~1een dowager ; and after praifing Lenox for his paft fer
vices, he reprefented the prefent difficulties and obfl:ruB:ions, which he occafioned 
in the adminiftration, and defired that he might be recalled to France, where he 
enjoyed great credit and large poffeffions. But the impatience of Lenox to at. 
tain his purpofes, allowed not this political artifice leifure to operate. Finding 
that he was not likely to fucceed in his pretenfions to the ~een dowager, and 
that Arran prevailed in every conteft, he retired to Dunbarton, the governor of 
:which was entirely in his interefts; he entered into a fecret negociation with the 

Englifu 



H I S T 0 R Y o P E N G L A N D. 

Chap. VU. Englifh court ; and he fummoned his clients and p:utizans to attend him. All 
1
543· · thofe who were inclined to the protefrant religion, or were on any account dif

contented with the cardinai's adminiil:ration, now regarded Lenox as the head of 
their party, and they readily made him a tender of their fervices. In a little 
time, he had colleCl:ed an arn1y of ten thoufand men, and he threatned his ene
mies with immediate defrruCl:ion. The cardinal had no equal force to oppofe to 
him; but as he was a prudent man, he forefaw that Lenox could not long fubfift 
fo great an army, and he endeavoured to protract time, by opening a negocia
tion with him. He feduced his followers, by various artifices ; he engaged the 
Douglaffes in his interefts; he reprefented to the whole nation the danger of civil 
wars and corn motions. And Lenox, finding himfelf engaged in an unequal 
conteft, was at lafr obliged to lay down his arms, and to accept of terms of accom
modation with the governor and the cardinal. Prefent peace was reil:ored; but 
no confidence took place between the parties. Lenox, fortifying his cail:les, and 
putting himfelf in a pofture of defence, waited the fuccours of the , Engliih, 
from whofe affiftance alone he expected to obtain the fuperiority over his ene· 
mies. 

1 544-· WHILE the winter feafon reftrained Henry from military operations, he fum~ 

AI4-PJan1_uary. t moned a new Parliament; where a law was paired, fuch as he was plea fed to ar 1amen 
dictate, with regard to the fucceffion of the crown.. After declaring, that the 
prince of Wales, or any of the King's male iff.ue, were firft and immediate heirs to 
the kingdom, the Parliament reftored the two princeffes, Mary and Elizabeth, to 
their righr-of fucceffion. This feemed a reafonable piece of juftice, and corrected 
what the King's former violence had thrown into confufion ; but it was impoffible 
for Henry to do any thing, however laudable, without betraying, in fome circum
ilances, his ufual caprice and extravagance : Tho' he opened the way for thefe two 
princeffes to mount the throne, he would not allow the act to be reverfed which had 
declared them both illegitimate; he made the Parliament confer on him a power of 
ftill excludihg them, if they refufed to fubmit to any conditions which he fhould be 
pleafed to impofe; and he required them to enaCl:, that, in default of his own 
iffue, he might difpofe of the crown, as he plec~fed, by will or letters patent. 
He did not probably forefee, that in proportion as he degraded the Parliament, 
by rendering them the paflive inftrument of his variable and violent inclinations, 
he taught the people to regard all their acts as invalid, and thereby defeated even 
the purpofes which he was fo bent to attain. 

AN act was paired, that the King's ufual ftile 1hou1d be " King of England, 
J' FranceJ and Ireland, defend~r of the faith, and on earth the fupreme head 

" of 
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" of the church of England and Ireland." It feemed a palpable inconfifrency, 
to retain the title of defender of the faith, which the fee of Rome had conferred 
on him for maintaining its caufe againft Luther; and yet fubjoin his ecclefiaftical 
fupremacy, in oppofition to the claims of that fee. · 

AN aft was alfo paffed, for the remiffion of a loan of money, which the King 
had lately raifed. It will eafily be believed, that, after the former zEt of this 
1-ind, the loan was not entirely voluntary *. But there was a peculiar circum
ftance attending the prefent ftatute, which none but Henry would have thought of: 
That thofe who had already got payment, either in whole or in part, fhould re
funCi the fums to the exchequer. 

THE oaths which Henry eftablilhed for the fecurity of his ecclefiafrical model, 
were not more reafonable than his other meafures. All his fubjeCts of any dif: 
tinCtion had already been obliged to renounce the pope's fupremacy ; but as the 
claufes which they fwore to, had not been efreemed entirely fatisfadory, another 
oath was impofed, and it was added, that all thofe who had take:n the former 
oaths, fhould be underfl:ood to have taken the new one t. A ftrJnge fuppofi
tion ! to reprefent men as bound by an oath which they had never confented 
to take. 

THE moft commendable aCt: to which the Parliament gave their fancHon, was 
that by which they mitigated the law of the fix articles, and ordained, that no 
perfon fuould be put to his trial upon any accufation concerning any of the of
fences comprized in that fanguinary ftatute, except on the oath of twelve per
fans before commifiloners authorized for that purpofe ; and that no perfon Jhould 
be arrefted or committed to ward for any fuch offence before he was indicted. 
Any preacher, accufed of fpeaking in his fermon contrary to thefe articles, muft 
be inditl:ed within forty days. 

THE King always experienced the limits of his exorbitant authority whenever 
he demanded fubfidies, however moderate, from the Parliament; and, therefore, 
not to hazard a refufal, he made no mention this feffion of a fupply : But as his 
wars both with France and Scotland, as well as his ufual prodigality, had involv
ed him in great expence, he had recourfe to other methods of filling his treafi1ry: 
Notwithftanding the former abolition of his debts, he yet required new loans 
from his fubjeB:s: And he enhanced gold from forty-five !billings to forty-eight 
an ounce; and filver from three !billings and nine pence to four !billings. His 
pretence for this innovation, was to prevent the money from being exported; as 
if that expedient could any way ferve the purpofe. He even coined fome bafe 

money, 
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money, and ordered it to be current by his proclamation. He named commif .. 
fioners for levying a benevolence, and he extorted about feventy thoufand pounds 
by that expedient. Read, alderman o.f London\\, a man fomewbat advanced 
in years, having refufed to contribute his fhare, or not coming up to the ex
pectations of the commiffioners, was in rolled as a foot foldier in the Scottifh wars, 
and was there taken prifoner. Roach, who had been equally refractory, was 
thrown into prifoh, and obtair:ed not his liberty but by paying a large compo!i
tion *. Thefe powers of the prerogative, (which at that time paffed for unquef
tioned) of the King's compelling any man to ferve in any office, and of impri
foning any man during pleafure, not to mention the praCtice of extorting loans, 
rendered the fovereign, in a manner, abfolute mafter of the perfon and property 
of every individual. · 

EARLY this year the King fent a fleet and army to invade Scotland. The fleet 
confifred of near two hundred veffels, and carried on board ten thoufand men. 
Dudley lord Liile commanded the fea forces; the earl of Hertford the land. 
The troops were difetnbarked near Leith ; and after diffipating a fmall body 
which oppofed them, they took that town without refiftance, and then marched 
to Edinburgh. The gates were foon beat down (for little or no refiftance 
was made); and the Englilh firfr pillaged, and then fet fire to the city. The 
regent and cardinal were not prepared to oppofe fo great a force, and they fled to 
Stirling. Hertford marched eaftward ; and being joined by a new bo iy under 
Evers, warden of the eaft marches, he laid wafte the whole country, burned and 
deftroyed Hadington and Dunbar, and then retired into England ; having loft 
only forty men in the whole expedition. The earl of Arran collected fome 
forces; but finding that rhe Englifh were already departed, he turned them againft 
Lenox, who was juflly fufpeB:ed of a correfpondence with the enemy. That 
nobleman, after making fome refi.france, was obliged to fly into England ; where 
Henry fettled a penfi.on on him, and even gave him his niece, the lady Margaret 
Douglas, in marriage. In return, Lenox fripulateo conditions, by which, had 
he been able to execute then1, he muft have reduced his country to a total fer
vitude t. 

HENR v's policy was blamed in this fudden and violent incurflon ; by which 
he inflamed the paffion of the Scotch, without fubduing their fpirit ; and it was 
commonly faid, that he did too much, if he intended to follicit an alliance, 
and too little, if he meant a conqueft t· But the reafon of his withdrawing the 

troops 
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troops fo foon, was his eagernefs to carry on his projecred enterprize againfl: Cha;->. VU. 

France, where he intended to employ the whole force of his kingdom. I-:Ie had 15 f. · 

concerted a plan with the emperor, which threatned the total ruin of that mo-
narchy, and muO:, as a neceffary confequence, have involved the fubjection of 
England. Thefe two princes had agreed to invade France with forces amount-
ing to above a hundred thoufand men : Henry engaged to fet out from Calais ; 
Charles fro1n the Low Countries: 1'hey were to enter on no fiege, but leaving 
all the frontier towns behind them, to march directly to Paris, wl-iere they were 
to join their forces, and thence to proceed to the entire conquefl of the kingdom. 
Francis could not oppofe to thefe formidable preparations, n1uch above forty 
thoufand men. 

HENRY, having appointed the Queen regent during his ab fence, paffed r 4th July. 

over to Calais with thirty thoufand men, accompanied with the dukes of Nor- Campaign in 
folk and Suffolk, Fitzalan earl of Arundel, V ere earl of Oxford, the earl of France. 

Surrey, Paulet lord St. John, lord Ferrers of Cbartley, lord Mountjoy, lord 
Grey of Wilton, Sir Anthony Brown, Sir Franci~ Bryan, and the moft flourifh-
ing nobility and gentry of his kingdom. The Englifh army was foon joined by the 
count de Buren, admiral of Flanders, with ten thoufand foot, and four thoufand 
horfe; and the whole compofed an army, which nothing on that frontier was 
able to refift. The chief force of the French anny was drawn to the fide of 
Champagne, in order to oppofe the imperialifts. 

· THE emperor, with an army of near fixty thoufand men, had taken the field 
much earlier than Henry ; and not to lofe time, while he waited for the march 
of his confederate, he fat down bef~re Luxembourg, which he took : He thence 
proceeded to Commercy on the Meufe, which was furrendered to him: Ligny 
met with the fame f.lte : He next laid. fiege to St. DiGer on the Marne, which, 
tho' a weak ·place, made a brave refiftance, under the count of Sancerre the go
vernor, and the Gege was protracted beyond expectation. 

THE emperor was employed before this towri at the time the Englifh forces 
were affembled in Picardy. Henry, either .,tempt€d by the defencelefs condition 
of the French frontiers, or thinking that the emperor had firft broke engage-
n1ents by forming fieges, or, perhaps, forefeeing the dangerous confequences of 
defrroying entirely the French pov;cr, inftead of marching forward to PM is, fat 
down before 1Vlontreuil and Boulogne. The duke of Norfolk commanded the 
army before Montreuil : The King himfelf that before Boulogne. Vervin was 
governor of B:)Ulogne, and under him Philip Corfe, a brave old foldier, who 
encouraged the garr~fon to d~fend themfe~ ves to the laft extremity againft .the qth Septem
Englifh. He was l·uLed dunng the courle of the fiege, and the town was 1m- ber. 

M m mediately 
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C1ap. VII. mediately furrendered to Henry by the cowardice of Vervin ; who was after-
1 
544' wards beheaded for this dilhonourable capitulation. 

DuRING the courfe of this fiege, Charles had taken St. Difier; and finding 
the feafon much advanced, he began to hearken to a treaty of peace with France, 
fince all his fchemes for fubduing that kingdom were likely to prove abortive. 
In order to have a pretence for deferting his ally, he fent a meifenger to the Eng
lifh camp, requiring Henry immediate~ly to fulfil his engagements, and to meet 
him with his army before Paris. Henry replied, that he was too far engaged in 
the fiege of Boulogne to raife it with honour, and that the emperor himfelf had 
firft broke the concert by forming fieges. This anfwer ferved Charles as a fufficient 

1 ~th f eptem- reafon for concluding a peace with Francis at Crepy, where no mention was 
ber. n1ade of the Englilh. He ftipulated to give Flanders as a dowry to his daugh

ter, whom he agreed to marry to the duke of Orleans, Francis's fecond fon ~ 
and Francis, in return, withdrew his troops from Piemont and Savoy, and re
nounced all claim to Milan, Naples, and other territories in Italy. This peace, fo 
advantageous to Francis, was procured partly by the decifive victory obtained in 
the beginning of the campaign by the count of Anguyen over the imperialifts 
at Cerifolles in Piemont, partly by the emperor's great defire to turn his arms 
againft the proteftant princes in Germany. Charles ordered his troops to fepa
rate from the Englifh in Picardy; and Henry, finding himfelf obliged to raife 

h S• the fiege of Montreuil,. returned into England. This campaign ferved, to the 3c .ptem- ...., 
be1. populace, as matter of great triumph; but all men of fenfe concluded, that the 

King had, as in all his former military enterprizes, made, at an infinite charge~ 
an acquifition which was of no manner of confequence. 

THE war with Scotland, meanwhile, was conduCted feebly, and with various 
fuccefs. Sir RaJ ph Evers, now lord Evers, and Sir Bryan Latoun, made an in
road into that kingdom; and having laid wafte the counties of Tiviotdale and 
the Merfe, they proceeded to the abbey of Coldingham, which they took pof
feffion of, and fortified. The regent affembled an army of eight thoufand men,. 
in order to diflodge them from this poft; but he had no fooner opened his bat
teries before the place, than a fudden panic feized hi1n, and he fled to Dunbar. He 
complained of the mutinies of his army, and pretended to be afraid left 
t}~ ey ihould deliver him into the hands of the Englifh: But his own unwarlike 
fpirit was generally believed to luve been the motive of this difhonourable re
treJ t. The Scotch army, upon the departure of their general, immediately fell 
into confuGo;1 ; and had not Angus, with a few of his retainers, brought off 
the cannon, and protected their rear, the Englitb might have gained great ad
vantages over them. Even, elated with this fuccefs, boafted to Henry, that he 

6 had 
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had conquered all Scotland to the Forth; and he claimed a reward for this 1m- Chap. Ylf. 
portant fervice. The duke of Norfolk, who knew with what difficulty fuch 1 5·14· 
acquifitions would be maintained againft a warlike people, advifed the King to 
grant him, as his reward, the conquefts of which he fo highly boafted. The 

1 ~ H· 
next inroad made by the Englifh, £hewed the vanity of Evers's hopes. This gene-
ral led about five thoufand men into Tiviotdale, and was employed in ravaging 
that country; when intelligence was brought him, that fome Scotch forces ap-
peared near the abbey of Melrofs. Angus had excited the regent to more acti-
vity; and a proclamation being iifued for aifembling the troops of the neighbouring 
counties, a confiderable body had repaired to his ftandard. Norman LeOy, fon 
to the Earl of Rothes, had alfo joined the army with fome volunteers from 
Fife; and he infpired courage into the whole, as well by this acceffion of force, 
as by his perfonal bravery and intrepidity. In order to bring their troops to 
the neceffity of a fteddy defence, the Scotch leaders ordered all their caval ry to 
difmount; and they refolved to wait, on fome high grounds at Ancram, the af-
fault of the Englifh. The Englifh, whofe paft fucceffes had taught them too 17th o F .. much to defpife the enemy, thought, when they faw the Scotch horfes led oft· bruary. 
the field, that the whole army was retiring ; and they haftened to attack them. 
The Scotch received them in good order; and being favoured by the advantage 
of the ground, as well as by the furprize of the Englifh, who expected no re-
fiftance, they foon put them to flight, and purfued them with a confiderable 
{laughter. Evers and Latoun were both killed, and above a thoufand men were 
made prifoners. In order to fupport the Scotch in this war, Francis, fome time 
after, fent over a body of auxiliaries, to the number of three thoufand five hun-
dred men, under the command of Montgomery, lord of Lorges *. Reinforced 
by thefe fuccours, the regent affembled an army of fifteen thoufand men at 1-Iad-
ington, and marched thence to ravage the eaft borders of England. They laid 
all wafte wherever they came; and having met with no confiderable refiftance, 
they retired into their own country, and difperfed themfelves. The earl of 
Hertford, in revenge, committed ravages on the middle and weft marches ; and 
the war on both fides was fignalized rather by the ills inflicted on the enemy, 
than by any confiderable advantage gained by either party. 

THE war likewife between France and England was not diftinguifhed this year by 
any memorable events. Francis had equipped a fleet of above two hundred fail, be-

, fides gallies; and having embarked fome land forces on board, he fent them to make 
a defcent in England t. They failed to the Ifle of Wight, where they found the 

M m 2 Englilh · 
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Englif11 fleet lying at anchor in St. f-Ielens. It confifted not of above an hundred 
fail; and the admiral thought it moO: advi leable to remain in that road, 
in hopes of drawing the French into the narrow paffages and rocks, which _ 
\Vere unknown to them. The two fle~ts cannonaded one another for two clays; 
and except the finking of the Mary Rofe, one of the largefl: ihips of the Eng
lifh fleet, the damage on both fides was inconfiderable. The French landed 
troops in the IGe of Wight, and committed ravages; but being repulfed by the 
militi:1 of the country, they retired to their !hips, which foon after fet fail for 
France. They were again driven by the wind on the coafi: of England, where 
they met with the Englifh fleet; and a new cannonading enfued, which proved 
no more decifive than the foregoing. It was indeed fcarce poffible, that a fleet 
at that time could, without boarding, gain any confiderable advantage over the 
enemy. The cannon were commonly fo i1I ferved, that a French writer of me
moirs t obferves, as a circumftance fomewhat fingular, that each of thefe nume
rous fleets in a two hours engagement, fired full three hundred Ihot. One large 
ihip in our time could, without difficulty, do as much. 

FRAN c1s's chief intention, in equipping fo great a fleet, was to prevent the 
Engliih from throwing fuccours into Boulogne, which he intended to befiege; 
and for that purpofe, he ordered a fort to be built, by which he propofed to block 
up the harbour. After a confiderable lofs of money and time, the fort was 
found fo ill conftructed, that he was obliged to abandon it; and tho' he had 
brought together, on that frontier, an army of near forty thoufand men, he was 
not able to effeB: any confiderable enterprize. He broke into the territory of 
Oye, an extent of country which lies near Calais, and which ferved commonly 
to fupply the garrifon with provifions; and he laid it entirely wafte by fire 
and fword. Several fkirmiilies enfued between the French and EngliOJ, in 
one of which the duke of Aumale received a remarkable wound. A lance was 
run into his head between his eye and nofe; and notwithftanding that the lance 
broke and the head of it remained in the wound, he was not difmounted by fo 
violent a !hock, and the head of the lance being extracted by a fkilful furgeon, 
be afterwards recovered, and rendered himfelf extremely famous by the name of 
the duke of Guife. Henry, in order to defend his dominions in France, had 
levied fourteen thoufancl Germans ; who, having marched to Fleurines in the 
biiliopric of Liege, found they could advance no farther. The Emperor would 
DOl allow them a paffage through his dominions : They received intelligence of 
a fuperior army on the fide of France ready to intercept them : Idlenefs and 
want of pay foon bred a mlltiny among them : And having feized the Englifh 
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commiffi ries as a fecurity for arrears, they retreated into t ~eir own country. 
1'here feems to have be n fome want of orefight and contriv~ nee in this exp n
five armament. 

Cl1ap. vn. 

THE great expence of thefe two \vars, maintained by Henry, obli'red him to fu m- 2 31 ovemb T. 
• • t:> • i\. P_rli,tmcnt. 

mon a new Parliament. The commons granted hm1 a fubfidy, payable m two 
years, of two ihilli ngs a pound on 1and :t: 'I 'he fpit ituality voted him fix 01il-
lings a pound. But the Parliament, apprehenfive lefl more demands fbould 
be made upon them, thought to fave tbcmfelves by a vr~ry extraordinary libe-
rality of other people's property ; and by one vote they be flowed on r he King the 
whole revenues of the univerfities, as well as of the chauntries, free chappeis §, 
and hofpitals. I Ienry was plea fed with this conceffion, as it encreafed his power; 
but he had no intention of defpoi1ing learning of all her endowments ; and he 
foon took care to inform the univerfities, that he meant not to touch the-ir re-
venues. Thus thefe antient and ce!ebrated eftablifhments owed their fi.1bfiflance 
to the generofity of the King, not to the protec1ion of this fervile ·and profi:itute 
Parliament. 

THE profiitute fpint of the Parliament appeared farther in the preamble of a 
ftatute 11 ; where they recognize the King to have always been by the word of 
God fupreme head of the church of England, and acknowlege, that archbifhops, 
bifhops, and other ecclefiaH:ical perfon~, have no manner of jurifditlion but by 
his royal n1andate: To him alone, and fuch perfons as he !hall appoint, full au
thority and power is given from above to hear and determine all manner of caufes 
ecc1efiaftica1, and to correct all manner of herefies, errors, vices and fins whatfo
ever. No mention is here ·made of the concurrence of a convocation, nor even 
of a Parliament. His proclamations are acknowleged to have not only the force 
of a law, but the authority of a revelation; and by his royal power he may regulate 
the actions of men, and even direct their inward fentiments and opinions. 

THE King made in perfon a fpeech to the Parli, ment on proroguing them ; z4 D~ccmber 
where, after thanking them for their loving attachment to him, which, he faid, 
equalled w'hat was ever paid by their anceftors to any King of England, he corn· 
plained of their diffenfions, difputes and animoficies in religion. He t"old them, 

that 

t Thofe w~o poiTeiTed g?ods or money, above five pound and be'ow ten, were to pay eigl t pence 
a pound : Thofe above ten pound, a fhilling . 

§ A chauntry vas a little church, chappel, or particubr alt~r in fomc c::,thedral churc.h, &c. endowed 
with lands or other revenues for maintainance of one or more priefts, daily to fay mafs or perfor n di
rine ervice, for the ufe of the founders, or fuch others as they appointed : Free chappcls were inde

pendant on any church, and endowed for much the f: me purpofe as the former. J a(ob'J Lmv Dit"t. 
11 37 Hen. VII~. c. 17. 
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that the feveral pulpits were become a kind of batteries againft each other; and that 
one preacher called another heretic and anabaptift, which was retaliated by the op
probious terms of papift and hypocrite : That he had permitted his people the ufe 
of the fcriptures, not in order to furniih them materials for difpute and railing, but 
that he might enable them to inform their confciences and inftruct their children 
and families : That it grieved his heart to find how that precious jewel was pro .. 
ftituted, by being introduced into the converfation of every alehoufe and tavern, 
and employed as a pretence for decrying the fpiritual and legal paftors: And that 
he was forry to obferve, that the word of God, while it was the object of fo much 
anxious [peculation, had very little influence on their practice; and that tho' an 
imaginary know lege fo much abounded, charity was daily going to decay*. The 
King gave good advice; but his own example, by encouraging [peculation and 
difpute, was ill qualified to promote that peaceable fubmiffion of opinion, which 
he recommended. 

HENRy employed in military preparations the money granted by Parliament; 
and he fent over the earl of Hertford, and lord Lifie the admiral, to Calais with 
a body of nine thoufand men, two thirds of which confified of foreigners. Some 
fkirmifhes enfued of fmall confequence; and no hopes of any confiderable pro
grefs could be entertained by either fide. Henry, whofe animofity againft Francis 
was not violent, had given fufficient vent to his humour by this 1hort war; and 
finding, that from his great encreafe in corpulence and decay in ftrength, he 
could not hope for much longer life, he was defirous of ending a quarrel, which 
might prove dangerous to his kingdom during a minority. Francis likewife, on · 
his part, was not averfe to · peace with England ; becaufe, having lately loft his 
fon, the duke of Orleans, he revived his antient claim upon MiJ..an, and forefaw, 
that hoftilities mufl: foon, on that account, break out between him and the Em
peror. Commiffioners therefore having met at Campe, a place between Ardres 
and Guifnes, the articles were foon agreed, and the peace figned by them. The 
chief -conditions were, that Henry 1hould retain Boulogne during dght years, 
or till the former debt due by Francis fhould be paid. This debt was fettled at 
two millions of Iivres, befldes a claim of 50o,ooo livr.es, which was afterwards 
to be adjufred. Francis took care to comprehend Scotland in the treaty.. Thus 
all that Henry obtained by a war, which coft him above one million three hun
dred and forty thoufand pounds fterling t, was a bad fe£urity for a debt, which 
:t.vas not a third of the value. 

• Hall, fcl z6 I. Herbert, p. 53 4· t Herbert, Stowe. 
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THE King, being now freed from all foreign wars, had leifure to give his at
tention to dornefiic affairs; and particularly to the efi.abli!hment of uniformity 
of opinion, on which he was fo intent. Tho' he allowed an Englifh tranflation of 
the Bible, he had hitherto been very careful to keep the mafs in Latin ; but he was at 
lafi: prevailed with to permit, that the Litany, a confiderable part of the public wor
ihip, fhould be celebrated in the vulgar tongue ; and by this innovation, he excited 
anew the hopes of the reformers, who had been fomewhat difcouraged by the fe
verity of the ftatute of the fix articles. One petition of the new Litany was a 
prayer to fave us from the tyranny of the bijhop of Rome, and from all his deteflable en
ornutzes. Cr.mmer was employing his authority to engage Henry to farther inno
vations, and he took advantage of Gardiner's abfence,. who was employed in an 
etnbaffy to the emperor ; but Gardiner, having wrote to the King, that, if he 
carried his oppofition againft the catholic religion to greater extremities, Charles 
threatened to break off all commerce with him, the fuccefs of Cranmer's projects 
was for the time retarded. Cranmer loft this year the m oft fin cere and moll: powerful 
friend, whom he poffeffed at court; Charles Brandon, duke of Suffolk : The ~leen 
dowager ofFrance, fpoufe to Suffolk, had died fome years before. This nobleman 
is one inftance, that Henry was not altogether incapable of a cordial and fi:eady 
friend !hip; and Suffolk feems to have been entirely worthy of that favour, which, 
from his earlieft youth, he had enjoyed with him. The King was fitting in council 
when informed of Suffolk's death ; and he took that occafion both to exprefs his 
own farrow for the lofs, and to celebrate the merits of the deceafed. He de
clared, that, during the whole courfe of their correfpondence, he had not made 
any attempt to injure an adverfary, and had never whifpered a word to the dif:
advantage of any one. " Is there any of you, my lords, who can fay as much ?n 
When the King fubjoined thefe words, he looked round in all their faces, and 
faw that confufion, which the confdoufnefs of fecret guilt threw upon them :·. 

CRANMER himfelf, when bereaved of this fupport, was the nlOre expofed to 
thofe cabals of the courtiers, which the oppofition of party and relig:on, joined 
to the ufual motives of intereft, rendered fo eager among Henry's minifl:ers and 
counfellors. The Catholics took advantage of the King's pailion for orthodoxy ; 
and they re.prelented to him, that, if his laudable zeal for in forcing the truth me-t 
with no greater fuccefs, it was owing altogether to the primate, whofe example 
and encouragement were, in .reality, the fecret fupports of herefy. Henry, fee 
ing the point to which they tended, feigned a compliance, and defired the coun·
cil to make enquiry into Cranmer's conduCt: ; promiling that, if he was f01..111d 
guilty, he 1hould fend him to the Tower, and bring him to condign punifhment. 

AI 
4 Coke's Tnft . cap. 99· 

Chap. YII. 
154-6. 



ChZ~p. VII. 
1)46. 

Pcr{ccutiuns. 

2jl IIISTORY oF ENGLAND. 

All the world now gave the primate for loft; and his old friends, from merce
nary views, as well as the oppofite party, from animofity, began to ~ow him 
marks of neglect and difregard. He was obliged to itand feveral hours among 
the lacqueys at the door of the council-chamber, before he could be admitted; 
and when he was at laft called in, he was told, that they had determined to fend 
him to the Tower. Cranmer faid, that he appealed to the King himfelf; and 
fi.nding his appeal difregarded, he produced a· ring, which Henry had given 
him as a pledge of favour and protection. The council were confounded ; 
and when they came before the King, he reproved them in the fevereft terms, 
and told them, that he was well acquainted with Cranmer's merit, as well as with 
their malignity and envy : But he was determined to crulli all their cabals, and 
to teach them, by the fevereft difcipline, fince gentle methods were vain, a more 
dutiful concurrence in promoting his fervice. Norfolk, who was Craniner's capi
t:ll enemy, apologized for their conduct, by faying, tlut their only intention was 
to fet the primate's innocence in a full light by bringing him to an open trial: 
And Henry obliged them all to embrace him; as a fign of their cordial reconcile
ment. The mild temper of Cranmer rendered this reconcilement 1nore fincere on 
his part, than is ufual in fuch forced compliances t. 

BuT tho' Henry's partiality to Cranmer rendered fruitlefs all accufations againft 
him, his pride and peeviihnefs, irritated by his declining fl:ate of health, carried him 
to punitb with frefh feverity all others who prefunied to entertain a different opinion 
from himfelf, particularly in the capital point of the real prefence. Anne 
Afcue, a young woman of n1erit as well as beauty =f:, who had great connexions 
with the chief ladies at court, and with the ~1een herfelf, was accufed of dogma
tizing on that delicate article; and Henry, inftead of having indulgence to the 
weaknefs of her fex and age, was but the more provoked, that a woman ihould 
dare to oppofe his theological fentiments. She was prevailed on by Banner's me
naces to make a feeming recantation ; but !he qualified it with fome referves, 
which did not fatisfy that zealous prelate. She was thrown into prifon, and 
there employed herfelf in compofii1g prayers and difcourfes, by which fhe forti
fied her refolution to endure the utmofi: extremity rather than relinquilh her reli
gious principles. She even wrote to the King, and told him, that as to the 
Lord's c-upper, f11e believe.J as much as Chrift himfelf had faid of it, and as 
much of his divine do~1rine as the cathol ic church had required: But while !he 
could not be brought to acknowlege an affc>nt to the King's explicar:ions, this 
d(.claration availed htr nothing, and was rather regarded as a fi-e{h infult. The 
ch,lDC(.llor, \Vriothcfely, who IL~d f~cceeded Audley, and who \Vas much atttch-

. ed 

·J· Durnet, ,·ol. i. p. 3+3, 344 Antiq. Drit. in 'ita Cr;J.nm. t Bale, Sped, (So. 
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ed to the catholic party, was fent to examine her with regard to her patrons at Chap. VII. 

court, and the great ladies who were in correfpondence with her : But ihe main- 15 +6· 

rained a very }audible fidelity to her friends, and would confefs nothing. She , 
was put to the torture in the moft cruel manner, and continued frill refolute in pre-
ferving fecrecy. Some authors t add a very extraordinary circumftance: That the 
chancellor, who ftood by, ordered the lieutenant of the Tower to ftretch the 
rack farther; but the lieutenant refufed compliance with that cruelty : The chan-
cellor menaced him; but met with a new refufal: Upon which that magiftrate, 
who was otherwife a perfon of n1erit, but intoxicated with religious zeal, 
put his own hand to the rack, and drew it fo violently that he almoft tore her 
body afunder. Her conftancy ftill furpaifed the barbarity of her perfecutors, 
and they found all their efforts to be baffied. She was then condemned to be 
burned alive; and being fo diflocated by the rack, that lhe could not ftand, fhe 
was carried to the ftake in a chair. Together with her, were brought Nicholas 
Belenian, a prieft, John LaiTels of the King's family, and John Adams a taylor, 
who had been condemned for the fame crime to the fame punifhment. They 
were all tied to the ftake; and in that dreadful fituation, the chancellor fent to 
inform them, that their pardon was ready drawn and figned, and fhould inftantly 
be given them, if they woukl merit it by a recantation. They only regarded 
this offer as a new ornament to their crown of martyrdom; and they faw with 
tranquillity the executioner kindle the flames which confumed them. Wriothefely 
did not confider, that this public and noted fituation interefted their honour the 
more to maintain a fteady perfeverance. 

BuT tho' the fecrecy and fidelity of Anne Afcue faved the ~1een from this 
peril, fhe foon after fell into a new danger, from which fhe very narrowly 
efcaped. There was an ulcer broke out in the King's leg, which, joined 
to his extreme corpulency and his bad habit of body, began both to threaten 
his life, and to render him, even more than ufual, peeviih and paffionare. 
1"he ~een, during this time, attended him with the tnoft tender and dutiful 
care, and endeavoured, by every foothing art and compliance, to allay thofe 
gufts of humour, to which he was become fo fubjeet. His favouriFe topic 
of converfation was theology ; and Catherine, whofe good fenfe made her 
capable of difcourfing on any fubjeet, was frequently engaged into the argu
n1ent; and being fecretl y inclined to the principles of the ref rmers, fhe u·n

warily difcovered too much of her mind on thefe occ~tfions. l ·Ienry, highly pro-
N n vol-ed 

i' Fox, vol. ii. p. 578. Speed, p. 780. Baker, p. 299· But Burnet qucfticms the truth of this cir
~umfiance: Fox, however, tranfcribes her own paper, where fhe relates it. J mufl: add, in jufiice to the 
.King, that he difapproved of Wriothefely's conduet, and <:ornme~ded the lieutenant. 
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Ch?.p VII. voked that fhe fhould prefu me to differ from him, made complaints of her ob .. 
· 

1546· ftinacy to GarJiner, who gladly laid hold of the opportunity to inflame the quar. 
rei. He praifed the King's anxious care of preferving the orthodoxy of his fub • . 
jeers ; and reprefented, that the more elevated the perfon was who was chaftifed, 
and the more near eo his perfon, the greater terror would the example !hike into · 
every one, and the more glorious would the facrifice appear to all pofl:erity. The 
chancellor, being confulted, was engaged by religious zeal to fecond thefe to
pics; and Henry, hurried by his own impetuous temper, and encouraged by his 
counfellors, went fo far as to order articles of impeachment to be drawn up againfl: 
his confort. Wriothefely executed his commands; and foon after brought the 
paper to him to be figned: For as it was high treafon to throw fiander upon the 
~een, he might otherwife have been queftioned for his temerity. In going 
home, he chanced to drop this important paper from his pocket; and as fome 
perfon of the ~een's party found it, it was immediately carried to her. She 
was fenfible of the extreme danger to which fhe was expofed ; but did not de
fpair of being able, by her prudence and addrefs, frill to elude the efforts of her 
enemies. She paid her ufual vifit to the King, and found him in a more ferene 
difpofition than fhe had reafon to expeCt:. He entered on the fubject which was 
fo familiar to him, and he feemed to challenge her to an argument in divinity. 
She gently declined the converfation, and obferved, that fuch profound fpecula· 
tions were ill fuited to the natural imbecillity of her fex. Women, fhe faid, by 
~heir firft creation, were made fubjeB: to men: The male was created after the 
image of God; the female after the image of the male : It belonged to the huf
band to choofe principles for his wife; the wife's duty was, i~ all cafes, to adopt 
implicitely the fentiments of her hufband : And as to herfelf, it was doubly her 
duty, being blefl: with a hufband, who was qualified, by his judgment and learn
ing, not only to choofe principles for his own family, but for the moft wife and 
knowing of every nation. '~ Not fo! by St. Mary ," replied the King, " you 
" are now become a doCl:or, Kate; and better fitted to give than receive in
" ftruB:ions." She meekly replied, that fhe was fenfible how little fhe was in
titled to thefe praifes; that tho' fhe ufually declined not any converfation, how
ever fublime, when propofed by his majefty, fhe well knew, that her concep
tions could ferve to no other purpofe than to give him a little n1omentary amufe
ment; that fue found the converfation apt to languifh when not revived by fome 
oppofition, and had ventured fometimes to feign a contrariety of fentiments, in 
order to give him the pleafure of refuting her ; and that fhe alfo propofed, by 
this innocent artifice, to engage him into topics, whence, fhe had obferved, by 
her frequent experience, that !he reaped profit -and infiruetion. " And is it fo, 

~' fweet-
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" fweet-heart ?u replied the King, " then are we perfect friends again.'' He Chap. VII. 

embraced her with great affection, and fent her away with affurances of his pro- 15 46· 

teB:ion and kindnefs. l-Ier enemies, who knew nothing of this turn, pre-
pared next day to convey her to the Tower, purfuant to the King's warrant; 
Henry and Catherine were converfing amicably in the garden, when the chancel-
lor appeared with forty of the purfuivants. The King fpoke to him at fome dif-
tance from her; and feemed to expoftulate- with him in the fevereft manner: 
She even overheard the terms of knarrH, fool, and beajf, which he very liberally 
befi:owed upon that n1agiflrate; and then ordered him to depart his prefence. 
She afterwards interpofed .to mitigate his anger~ He faid to her, " Poor foul ! 
" you know not how little in titled this man is to your good offices.'' From 
thenceforth, the QEeen, having narrowly efcaped fo great a danger, was careflll 
not to offend Henry's humour by any contradiction; and Gardiner, whofe ma
lice had endeavoured to widen the breach, could never afterwards recover his fa
vour and good opinion*. 

BuT Henry's tyrannical difpofition, foured by ill health~ burft out foon 
after to the deilruction of a man, who poffeffed a much fuperior rank to Gardi
ner. The duke of Norfolk and his father, during this whole reign, and even a 
great part of the foregoing, had been regarded as the greateft fubjeCl:s in the king
dom, and had rendered very confiderable fervices to the crown. The duke himfelf 
had in his youth diftinguifhed himfelf by naval enterprizes : He had much contri
buted to the victory over the Scotch at Flouden : He had fuppreffed a dangerous 
rebellion in the North : And he had always done his part with honour in all the 
expeditions againft France. Fortune feemed to confpire with his own induftry, 
in railing him to the higheft elevation. By the favours heaped on hin1 from the 
crown, he had acquire 1 an immenfe efl:ate: The King had fucceffively been mar· 
ried to two of his nieces; and the King's fon, the duke of Richmond, had mar
ried his daughter : Befides his defcent from the antient family of the Moubrays, 
by which he was allied to the throne, he had efpoufed a daughter of the duke 
of Buckingham, who was defcended by a female from Edward the third: And 
as he was believed fl:ill to adhere fecretly to the antient religion, he was regarjed, 
abroad and at home, as the head of the catholic party. But all thefe circun1-
ftadces, in proportion as they exalted the duke, provoked the jealoufy of Henry; 
and }:le forefaw danger; during his fon's minority, both to the public tranquil- . 
lity, and to the new ecclefiafl:ical fyfl:em, from the attempts of fo potent a fub
ject. But nothing tended more to expofe Norfolk to the King's vengeance, 

· N n 2 than 
• Burnet, vol. i. p. 344· Hcrbert, p. 5(jo. Speed, p 780. Fox's Aas and l\1onuments, vol. ii . p. 58: 



I 

I 

I 

..... .__ -

H I S T 0 R Y oF E N G L A N D. 

Cnap. VII. than the prejudices, which Henry had entertained againfi the earl of Surrey; 
1

-546· fon to that nobleman. 
SuRREY was a young man of the moft promifing hopes, and had diH:inguifh_ 

ed himfelf by every accompliiliment, which became a fcholar, a courtier, and 
a foldier. f-Ie excelled in all the military exercifes, which were then in requeft: 
He encouraged the fine arts by his patronage and example : He had made fome 
fuccefsful attempts in poetry ; and being fmit with the romantic gallantry of 
that age, he celebrated his mifirefs's praife by his pen and his lance, in every 
mafque and tournament. His fpirit and ambition were equal to his talents and his 
quality ; and he did not always. regulate his conduct by that caution and referve, 
which his fituation required. He had been left governor of Boulogne, when 
that town was taken by Henry; but tho' his perfonal bravery was unqueftioned, 
he had been unfortunate in fome rencounters with the French. The King, fame
what difpleafed with his conduct, had fent over Hertford to command in his 
place ; and Surrey was fo imprudent as to drop fome n1enacing expreffions 
againft the minifters, on account of this affront, which was put upon him. 
And as he had refufed to marry Hertford's daughter, and even waved every pro
pofal of marriage, which were made him; Henry imagined, that he had enter
tained views of efpoufing the lady Mary; and he was inftantly determined to re
prefs, by the moft fevere expedients, fo dangerous an ambition. 

AcTuATED by all thefe motives, and perhaps too influenced by that old 
difguft, with which the ill conduct of Catherine Howard had infpired him againft 
all her family, he gave private orders to arreft Norfolk and Surrey; and they 

12th ofDe- were on the fame day confined to the Tower. Surrey being a commoner, his 
cember. h f: h I · trial was t e more expeditious ; and as to proo s, neit er par iaments nor JUries 

1 )47· fee m ever to have given the le aft attention to them in any caufe of the crown, 
Execution of during this whole reign. He was accufed, that he had entertained in his family 
~:~::;:of fome Italians who were fufpetled to be fpies ; a fervant of his ~ad paid a vifit to 

cardinal Pole in Italy, whence he was fufpefted of entertaining a correfpondence whh 
that obnoxious prelate; he had quartered the arms of Edward the Confelfor on 
his fcutcheon, which made him be fttfpeeted of afpiring to the crown, tho' both 
he and his anceftors had openly, during the courfe of many years, maintained 
that practice; and the heralds had even jufi:ified it by their authority. Thefe 
were the crimes, for which a jury, notwithftanding his eloquent and fpirited de
fence, condemned this nobleman for high treafon ; and their fentence was foon 
after executed upon him. 

Attainder of T .HE innocence of the duke of Norfolk was ftilJ, if poffible, more apparent 
the duke of 
Norfolk. than that of his fon ~ as his fervices to the cro~n ~ad been much greater. His 

- dutchefs, 
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dutchefs, with whom he lived on bad terms, had been (o bafe a<J to carry intel- Chap. VII. 

ligence to his enemies of all lhe knew againft him : Elizabeth Holland, a mif- 1547· 

trefs of his, had been equally fubfervient to the defigns of the court : Yet with 
all thefe advantages his accufers difcovered no greater crime, than that he had 
once faid, that the King was fickly, and could not hold out long, and the king-
dom was likely to fall into diforders, thro' the diverfity of religious opinions. 
He wrote a n1uft pathetic letter to the King, pleading his pafr fervices, and pro-
tefting his innocence: Soon after he embraced a more proper expedient for ap-
pealing Henry, by making a fubmiffion and confeffion, fuch as his enemies re-
quired : But nothing could mollify the unrelenting temper of the King. I-Ie 
affembled the Parliament, as the furefl: and moft expeditious inftrument of his I4th January. 
tyranny ; and the houfe of peers, without examining the prifoner, w it:hout trial 
or evidence, paifed a bill of attainder againft him, and fent it down to the conl-
mons. Cranmer, tho' engaged for many years in an oppofite party to Norfolk~ 
and tho' he had received many and great injuries from him, would have no hand 
in fo unjuft a profecution, and retired to his feat at Croydon*· The King was 
now approaching fafl. towards his end; and fearing left Norfolk fhould efcape 
him, he fent a meffage to the commons, by which he defired them to haflen the 
bill, under pretence, that Norfolk enjoyed the dignity of earl marlha1, and it 
was neceffary to appoint another, who might officiate at the enfuing ceremony of 
inftalling his fon, prince of Wales. The obfequious commons obeyed his di-
reCtions, tho' founded on fo frivolous a pretence; and the King, having affixed 
the royal affent to the bill by commiffioners, iffued orders for the execution of 
Norfolk on the morning of the twenty ninth of January. But news being car-
ried to the Tower, that the King himfelf had expired that night, the lieutenant 
deferred the execution of the warrant, and it was not thought advifable by the 
council, to begin a new reign by the death of the greateft nobleman in the king-
dom, who had been condemned by a fentence fo unjuft and tyrannicaL 

THE King's health had been long in a very declining condition; but for feveral 
days all thofe near him plainly faw his death approaching. He was become fo 
froward, that no one durft inform him of his condition ; and as fome perfons, 
d ur' ng this reign, had been punilhed as traitors for foretelling the King's death t, 
every one was afraid, left, in the tranfports of his fury, he might, on this pre
tence, infliCt puniihment on the author of fuch friendly intel ligence. At 1aft, 
Sir Anthony Denny ventured to difclofe to him the fatal fecret, and exhorted 
him to prepare for the fate which was awaiting him. He expreffed his refigna. 

tion; 

~ Burnet, vol. i. p. 348. Fox. t Lanquet's Epitome of chronicles ~n the year 1511. 
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Ch, p. VII. tion ; and de fired that Cranmer might be fent for: But before that prelate ar-
I547· rived, he was fpeechlcfs, tho' he ftill feemed to r~tain his fenfes. Cranmer de-

fired him to give fome fign of his dying in the :aith of Chrift : He fqueezed 
Death of the his hand, and immediately expired, after a reign of thirty- feven years and nine 
King. n1onths; and in the fifty-fixth year of his age. 

THE King had made his will near a month behre his deceafe; where h~ con
:lrmed the deftination of Parliament, in leaving th! crown firft to prince Edward, 
then to the lady l\1ary, next to the lady Elizaba:h : The two princeifes he ob
liged, under the penalty of forfeiting their title to the crown, not to marry with· 
out the confent of the council, which he appoirted for the government of his 
minor fon. After his own children, he fettled de fucceffion on Prances Bran· 
don, marchionefs of Dorfet, eldeft daughter to his filler, the French Queen; 

· then on Eleonor, countefs of Cumberland, th<: fecond daughter. In paffing 
over the pofl:erity of the ~een of Scots, his eldell fifler, he made ufe of the 
power obtained from Parliament; but as he fubj)ined, that after rhe failure of 
the French Q!een's pofrerity, the crown fhould defcend to the next lawful heir, 
it afterwards became a queftion, whether thefe v;ords could be applied to the 

· Scottiili line. It was thought, that thefe princes were not the next heirs after 
the houfe of Suffolk, but before that houfe, and 1hat Henry, by exprefJJng him
felf in this manner, meant entirely to exclude them. The late injuries which he 
had received from the Scotch, had irritated him extremely againft that nation; 
and he maintained to the lall the char•H:ter of violence and caprice, by which 
his life had been fo n1uch diftingui!hed. Anothe; circumllance of his will may 
fuggeft the fame reflection with regard to the ftrang~ contrarieties of his temper and 
conduct: He left money for maifes to be faid fcr delivering his foul from pur
gat~ry ; and tho' he dellroyed all thofe inftitutiorn, eftablifhed by his anceftors, 
and others, for the benefit of their fouls, and had even left the doEtrine of pur .. 
gatory doubtful in all the articles of faith whid he publifhed during his latter 
years, he was yet determined, when matters carne to the laft, to take care, at 
leaft, of his own future repofe, and to adhere to 1he fafer fide of the quellion t. 

His charaaer. IT is difficult to give a juft fummary of this prince's qualities : He was fo 
different from himfelf in different parts of his nign, that, as is well rema,ked 
by lord Herbert, his hiftory is his bell charaEter md defcription. The abfolute, 
uncontrouled authority which he maintained at lome, and the regard which he 
acquired among foreign nations, are circumllance; which en title him to the ap
pellation of a great prince; while his tyranny, ar.d cruelty, feem to exclude him 

from 

t See his will in Fuller, Heylin, and Rymer, p. I 10. There is no reafonable ground to fufpect its 
authenticity. 
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fro11 the chara3:er of a good one. lie po!fdfed, indeed, great vigour of mind, 
which qualified him for exercifing dominion over men j courage, intrepidity, 
vigilance, inflexibility : And tho' thefe qualities lay not always under the guid
ance of a regular and folid judgment, they were accompanied with go'!d parts, 
and an extenfive capacity ; and every one dreaded a cont ft with a man who was 
known never to yield, or to forgive, and who, in every controverfy, was cleter
tnined, either to ruin himfelf or his antagonifr. A catalogue of his vices would 
comprehend many of the worft qualities incident to human nature : Violence, 
cruelty, profufion, rapacity, injuftice, obftinacy, arrogance, bigotry, prefump
tion, caprice: But neither was he fubjeet to all thefe vi.::es in the mofr extreme 
degree, nor was he, at intervals, altogether devoid of virtues : He was fincere, 
open, gallant, liberal, and capable at leafr of a temporary friend!hip and attach
tnent. In this refpeCt he was unfortunate, that the incidents of his times fcrved 
to difplay his faults in their full light: The treatment which he met with from 
the court of Rome, provoked him to violence; the danger of a revolt from his 
fuperftitious fubjeB:s, feemed to require the mof.l: extreme feverit y. But it muft, 
at the fame time, be acknowledged, that his fituation tended to throw an additi-

. onalluf.l:re on what was great and magnanimous in his charaB:er: The emulation 
between the emperor and the French King, rendered his alliance, notwithf.l:and
ing his impolitic conduct, of great importance in Europe: The ex ten five powers 
of his prerogative, and the fubmifiive, not to fay ilavifh, difpofition of his Par
liament, made it the more eafy for him to affun1e and maintain that entire domi-

. nion by which his reign is fo much dif.l:inguifhed in the Engli!h hifi:ory. 
IT may fee m a little extraordinary, that notwithftanding his cruelty, his ex

tortion, his violence, his arbitrary adminiftration, this prince not only acquired 
the regard of his fucjects ; but never was the objeCt of their hatred : He feems 
even in fome degree to have poffeffed, to the laft, their love and affection :t· His 
exterior qualities w~re advantageous, and fit to captivate the multitude : I-Iis 
magnificence and perfonal bravery rendered him illuftrious in vulgJr eyes: And 
it may be faid, with truth, that the Englifh in that age, \Vere fo thoroughly fub
dued, that, like eaf.l:ern flaves, they were inclined to admire even thofe aB:s ·of 
violence and tyranny, which were exercifed over themfelves, and at their own 
expence. 

WITH regard to foreign ftates, Henry appears long to have fupported an in· 
tercourfe of friendfhip with Francis, more fincere and difinterefted than ufually 
takes place between neigh~ouring princes. Their common jealo 1fy of the em
peror Charles, and fome refemblance in their charaB:ers, (tho' the comparifon is 

extremel)7 

:t Strype~ vol. I. p. 389. 

h1p. v·r. 
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extremely to the advantage of the French monarch) ferved as the cement of thei 
tnutual amity. Francis is faid to have been affected with the King's death, and 
to have expreffed much regret for the lofs. His own health began to decline: 
He foretold, that he would not long fi1rvive his friend*: And he died in about 
two months after him. 

THERE were ten Parliaments fummoned by Henry the eighth, and twenty
three feffions held. The whole time in which thefe Parliaments fat during this 
long reign, exceeded not three years and a half. It amounted not to a year dur
ing the firft twenty years. The innovations in religion obliged him afterwards 
to call thefe affemblies more frequently: But tho' thefe were the moft important 
tranfactions that ever fell under the cognizance of Parliament, their devoted at
tachment to Henry's will, joined to their earnefl: defire of returning foon to their 
country feats, produced a very quick difpatch of the bills, and made the feffions of 
1hort duration. All the King's caprices were, indeed, blindly complied with, 
and no regard was payed to the fafety or liberty of the fubjeet. Befides the vio
lent profecution of whatever he was pleafed to call herefy, the Iaws of treafon 
were multiplied beyond all former precedent. Even words to the difparagement 
of the King, ~een, or royal iffue, were fubjetted to that penalty; and fo little 
care was taken in framing thefe rigorous ftatutes, that they contain obvious con
tradictions; infomuch, that, had they been ftrictly executed, every man, with
out exception, n1uft have fallen under the penalty of treafon. By one ftatute t, 
for inftance, it was declared treafon to affert the validity of the King's marriage, 
either with Catherine of Arragon, or Anne Bo,eyn: By another t, it was trea
fon to fay any thing to the difpara6ement or flander of the princelfes, Mary and 
Elizabeth; and to call them fpurious would, no doubt, be conftrued to their 
flander. Nor would even a profound filence with regard to thefe delicate points, 
be able to fave a perfon from fuch penalties. For by the former fi: atute, whoever 
refufed to anfwer upon oath to any point contained in that aB:, was fubjected to 
the pains of treafon. The King, therefore, needed only to propofe to any one 
a queftion with regard to the legality of either of his firft marriages : If the per
fan was filent, he was a traytor by law: If he anfwered, either in the negative or in 
the affirmative, he was no lefs a traytor. So monftrous were the inconfiftencies, which 
arofe from the furious paffions of the King, and the flavi!h obedience of his Par
liaments. It is hard to fay, whether thefe contradiCtions were owing to Henry's 
precipitancy, or to a formed defign of tyranny. 

IT may not be improper to recapitulate whatever is memorable in the ftatutes 
of this reign, whether with regard to police or commerce: Nothing can better 

7 iliow 
• Le Thou. t 28 Hen. Vlli. c. 7· :f: 34, 35 Hen. VIII. c. I· 
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fl1ow the genius of the age than fuch a review of the laws. The abolition of Chap. VII .. 

the ancient religion contributed much to the regular execution of ju·ftice. While 15 · 7· 
the catholic fuperftition fubfifted, there was no poffibility of punifhing any crimes 
in the clergy : The church would not allow the magifrrate to try the offences 
of her members, and ihe could not herfelf inflict any civil penalties upon them. 
But Henry reftrained thefe pernicious exemptions : The privilege of clergy was 
abolifhed for the crimes of petty treafon, murder, and felony, to all under the 
degree of a fubdeacon t. But the former fuperftition not only protected crimes 
in the clergy :· It exempted alfo the laity from punifhment, by affording then1 
1helter in the churches and fanctuaries. The Parliament reftrained thefe abufes. 
It was firft declared, that no fanB:uaries were allowed in cafes of high treafon 11 ; 

next, in thofe of murder, felony, rapes, burglary, and petty treafon §: And it 
limited them in other particulars •*. The only expedient employed to fupport 
the military fpirit during this age, was the reviving and extending fome old laws, 
enaCted for the encouragement of archery, on which the defence of the kingdom 
was fuppofed very much to depend. Every man was ordered to have a bow tt: 
Buts were ordered to be ereCted in every parifh tt: And every bowyer was or
dered, for each bow of yew which he made, to make two of elm or wich, for 
the fervice of the common people 1111· The ufe of crofs-bows and hand-guns 
was alfo prohibited§§. What rendc.red the Englifh bowmen more formidable 
was, that they carried halberts with them, by which they were enabled, upon 
occafion, to engage in clofe fight with the enemy ~· Frequent muil:ers or ar
rays were alfo made of the people, even during time of peace; and all men of 
fubfiance were obliged to have a compleat fuit of armour or harnefs, as it 
was called*. The martial fpirit of the Englifh, during that age, rendered this 
precaution, it was thought, fufficitnt for the defence of the natioq ; and as the 
King had then an abfolute power of commanding the fervice of all his fubjeCls, 
he could prefently, in cafe of danger, appoint new officersJ and levy regiments, 
and collect an army as numerous as he pleafed. Where no faCtion or divifion 
prevailed among the people, there was no foreign power that ever dared to think of 
invading England. There is a faying of Francis the firft, which Ihows the efri
mation in which the nation was held in Eurore. 1'hat magnanimous prince 
boafted, that, notwithfl:anding the combination of Charles and I-Ienry againft 
him, in the year 1524, he would be able to defend himfelf. Spain, fays he, has 
no money ; the Low Countries have no foldiers : And as to England, my fron-

() o tier 
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Chap. VII. tier is tl:rong on that fide t. The city of London alone could mufter fifteen· 
1 547• thoufand men :J:. Difcipline, however, was an advantage wanting to thefe troops; 

tho' the garrifon of Calais was a nurfc.ry of officers; and Tournay firft H, Bou
lougne afterwards, ferved to increafe the number. Every one, who ferved 
abroad, was allo\\cd to alienate his lands without paying any fees t. A general 
permiffion was granted to difpofe of land by will**. The Parliament were fo 
little jealous of their privileges, (which indeed were fcarce worth preferving) 
that there is an inftance of one Strode, who, becaufe he introduced into the lower 
houfe fome bill regarding tin, was very feverely treated by the Stannery courts of 
Cornwal: Heavy fines were impofed on him ; and tlpon his refufal to pay, he 
was thrown into a dungeon, loaded with irons, and ufed in fuch a manner as 
brought his life in danger : Yet all the notice which the Parliament took of this. 
enormity, even in fuch an inferior court, was to enact, that no man could be 
queftioned afterwards for his conduct in Parliament tt. This prohibition, how
ever, muft only be extended to the inferior courts : For as to the King and privy 
coun.cil, and :ftar-chamber, they were fcarce bound by any law. There is a 
bill of tonnage and poundage, which fhows what uncertain ideas the Parliament 
had formed both of their own privileges and of the rights of the fovereign :J:t. 
'I'his duty had been voted to every King Gnce Edward the fourth, during the· 
term of his own life: Yet Henry had already been allowed to levy it fix years 
without any law; and tho, the:e had been four Parliaments affembled, no at
tention had been given either to grant it to him regularly, or reftrain him from 
levying it. At laft, they refolved to give him that fupply; but even in this 
conceffion, they fhow themfelves plainly at a lofs to determine whether they 
gr~nt it, or whether he has a right of himfelf to levy it. They fay, that the im
pofition was made to endure during the natural life of the late King, and no 
longer: They yet blame the merchants who had not paid to the prefent King 
that duty : They obferve, that the law for tonnage and poundage was expired; 
yet make no fcruple to call that impofition the l(ing's due: They affirm, 
that he had fuftained great and manifold loffes by thofe who had defraud
ed him of this duty: And to provide a remedy, they vote him that fupply dur
'ing his life, and no longer. It is remarkable, that notwith:ftanding this laft 
claufe, all his fucceffors, for more than a century, continued in the like irregular 
praCtice : If a practice may deferve that epithet, which all the world acquiefced 
in, and which gave no offence. But when Charles the firft attempted to con-

t P. Daniel. t Hall, fol. 2H• Hollingfhed, p. 547· Stowe, p. 577· 
fol. 68. t 14 and 15 Hen. VIII. c. 1 5· ~* 34 and 35 Hen. VIII, c. 5• 
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tinue in the fame courfe, which had now received the fanftion of many genera
tions, fo much were the opinions of men altered, that a furious tempcfl: was ex
cited by it, and hiftorians, partial or jgnorant, frill reprefent that meafure as a 
moft violent and unprecedented enormity in that unhappy prince. .. 

THE foreign · commerce of England, during this age, was moftly confined to 
the Netherlands. The inhabitants of the Low Countries bought the Englifh 
comm dities, and diftributed them into the other parts of Europe. Hence the 
mutual dependance of thefe countries on each other ; and the great lofs fuftained 
by both, in cafe of a rupture. During all the variations of politics, the fove
reigns always avoided the coming to this extremity; and tho' the King bore a 

n1uch greater friendfhip to Francis, the propen!ity of the nation always lay to
wards the emperor. 

IN 1528, hoftilities commenced between England and the Low Countries; 
but were foon ftopt by mutual agreement. While the Flemifh were not allowed 
to purchafe cloth in England, the Englifh merchants could not buy it of the 
cloathiers, and the cloathiers were obliged to difmifs their workmen, who began 
to be tumultuous for want of bread. The cardinal, to appeafe them, fent for 
the merchants, and ordered them to buy cloth as ufual: They told him, that 
they could not difpofe of it as ufual; and notwithftanding all his menaces, he 
could get no other anfwer from them*. An agreement was at laft made to con
tinue the commerce between the ftates, even during war. 

THE foreign artificers much furpaffed the Englifh in dexterity, induftry, and 
frugality; and hence the violent animo!ity, which the latter, on many occafions, 
expreffed againft any of the former who were fettled in England. They had the 
affurance to complain, that all their cufiomers went to foreign tradefmen; and 
in the year 15 I 7, being moved by the feditious fermons of one Dr. Bele, and 
the intrigues of Lincoln, a broker, they raifed an infurreB:ion. The appren
tices, and others of the poorer fort, in London, began by breaking up the pri
fons, where fome perfons were confined for infulting foreigners. They next pro
ceeded to the houfe of Meutas, a Frenchman, much hated by them; where they 
committed great diforders; killed fome of his fervants, and plundered his goods: 
'I'he mayor coulJ not appeafe them ; nor Sir Thomas Moore, late under fh~ri!f, 
tho' extremely refpeB:e t in the city. They alfo tbreatned.cardinal vVolfey with 
fome infult; and he thought it neccfiary to fortify his houfe, and put himfelf 
on his guard. Tired at lafl: with thefe diforders, they difperftd themfelves ; and 
he earls of Shrew.fbury and. Surrey feized fon1e of them. A proclamation was 

0 o 2 iffucd, 
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. . ·\·rr. iffued, that women fhould not meet together to babble and talk, and that all men 
1
517· fh ould keep their wives in their houfes. Next day the duke of Norfolk came 

ir.t the city, at the head of thirteen hundreJ armed men, and made enquiry 
ir1t the tumult. Bele and Lincoln, and fevrral others, were fent to the Tower, 
and condemned for treafo'"'. Lincoln, and thirteen more were executed. The 
other perfons, to the number of four hundred, were brought before the King: 
with ropes about their necks, fell on rheir knees, and cried for mercy. Henry 
knew at that time to pardon; he difmifitd them all without further puniili
rnent *. 

So great was the number of forei-gn artizans in the city, that at leaft fifteen 
thoufand Flemifh alone were at one time obliged to leave ir, by an order from 
the council, when Henry became jealous of their favour for ~een Catherine t .. 
Henry himfelf confeffes, in an edict of the ftar-chamber, printed among the 
ftatutes, that the foreigners ftarved the natives ; ar:d obliged them from idle· 
nefs to have recourfe to theft, murder, and other enormities :f.. He a1fo aiferts,. 
that the vaft multitudes of the foreigners raifed the price of grain and bread 11· 
And to prevent the increafe of the evil, all foreign artificers were prohibited to 
have above two foreigners in their houfe, either journeymen or apprentices. A 
like jealoufy arofe againft the foreign merchants; and to comply with it, a law 
was enacted obliging all denizens to pay the duties il.npofed upon aliens§. The 
Parliament had done better to have encouraged foreign merchants and artizans. 
to come over to England; which might have excited the emulation of rhe natives, 
and improved their !kill. The prifoners in the kingdom, for debts and crimes, 
are aiferted, in an aB: of parliament, to be fixty thoufand perfons and above**. 

THERE is a remarkable. claufe in a ftatute paired near the beginning of this 
Feign tt, by which we might be induced to believe, that England was ex
tremely decayed from the flouri!hing condition which it had attained in former 
times. It had been enaCted in the reign of Ed ward the fecond, that no magi
fhate in town or borough, who by his office ought to keep affize, ihould, dur ... 
ing the continuance of his magiftracy, fell either in wholefale or retail, any wine. 
or victuals. This law feemed very equitable, in order to prevent fraud or bye
ends in fixing the affize : Yet the law is repealed in this reign. The reafon af· 
figned js, that " fince the making of that ftatute and ordinance, many and the 
" moft part of all the cities, boroughs, and towns corporate, within the realm 
'' of England, are fallen in ruin and decay, and are not inhabited by merchants, 

• Stowe, 505. Hollinglhed, 84-o. 
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'' and men of fuc.h fubfi-ance as at the time of making that ftatute : For at this 
" day, the dwellers and inhabitants of the fame cities and boroughs arc commonly 
" bakers, vintners, fiffimongers, and other viEtualers, and there remain few 
" others to bear the offices." Men have fuch a propenfity to exalt pat times 
beyond the prefent, that it feems dangerous to credit this reaioning of the Parlia· 
ment, without further evidence to fupport it. So different are the views in which 
the fame object appears, that fome may be inclined to draw an oppofite inference 
from this faEt. A more regular police was dlablilhcd in the reign of Henry, the 
eighth, and a ilricter adminifrration of jufrice; an advantage which induced the 
n1en of property to leave the provincial towns, and to retire into the country. 
Cardinal vVolfey, in a fpeech to the Parliament, repre!ented it as a proof of the 
increafe of riches, that the cufloms had in er( afed beyond what they were for
merly*· 

BuT if there was really a decay of commerce and indufrry, and population in 
England, the ftatutes of this reign, except by abolifhing monafteries, and re
trenching holiday;, a circumllance of confiderable moment, were not in other 
refpetl:s well calculated to revive them. The fixing the wages of arti-ficers was 
attempted t: Luxury in apparel was prohibited, by repeated ftatutes t; and 
probably without fuccefs. The chancellor and other minifrers were empowered 
to fix the price of poultry, checfe, and butter ll· A ftatute was even paffed to 
fix the price of beef, pork, mutton, and veal§. Beef and pork were ordered 
to be fold at a halfpenny a pound : Mutton and veal at a halfpenny half a far
thing. The preamble of the ftatute fays, that thefe four fpecies of butcher's meat 
were the food of the poorer fort. This act was afterwards repealed**. 

'I'HE practice of depopulating the country, by abandoning tillage, and throw
ing the lands into pafrurage, ftill continued tt; as appears by the new laws 
which were enaCted againfi: that practice. The King was entitled to half the 
rents of the land, where any farm houfes were allowed to go to decay tt. The 
un£k1lful hufbandry was probably the caufe why the proprietors found no profit in. 
tillage. The number of !beep allowed to be kept in one flock, was refrrained to 

two thoufand Ull· Sometimes, fays the ftatute, one proprietor or farmer would 
keep a flock of twenty-four thoufand. It is remarkable, that the Parliament 
afcribes the increafing price of .!beep and mutton, to this increafe of !beep: Be
caufe, fay they, the con1modity being got into few hands, the price of it is raifed 

at 
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at pleafure §§. It is probable, that the effeB: proceeded from the daily increafe 

of money : For it is impoffible, that fuch a commodity could be 1nonopolized. 
lntereft was fixed during this reign at ten per cent*. 

SoME laws were made with regard to beggars and vagabonds t ; one of the 

circumftances in government, which humanity would moft powerfully recom

n1end to a benevolent legiGator ; which feems, at firft fight, the moft eafily ad

jufted ; and which is yet the moft difficult to fettle in fuch a tnanner, as to at

tain the end without deftroying induftry. The convents formerly were a fupport 

to the poor; but at the fame time tt nded to encourage idlenefs and beggary. 

HtNR y, as he poffeffed himfelf fome talents for letters, was an encourager of 

them in others. He founded Trinity college in Cambridge, and gave it very 

ample endowments. W olfey founded Chrift Church in Oxford, and intended to 

call it Cardinal college~ But upon his fall, which happened before he had en

tirely finiil1ed his fcheme, the King feized all the revenues ; and this violence, 

above all the other misfortunes of that great minifter, is faid to have given him 

the greateft anxiety and concern t. _ But Henry afterwards reftored the revenues 

of the coUege, and only changed the name. The cardinal founded in Oxford 

the firft chair for teaching Greek; and this novelty rent that uni verfity into the 

nioft violent factions, which frequenrly came to blows. The whole ftudents di
vided themfelvcs into parties, which bore the names of Greeks and Trojans, and 

fometimes fought with as great animofity as was formerly exercifed by thofe 

hoftile nations. The rife of the Greek language in Oxford, excited the emulation 
of Cambridge 11· "'\;Volfey intended to have enriched the library of his college at 
Oxford, with copies of all the manufcripts that were in the Vatican§. The counte

nance given to letters by this King and his miniflers, contributed to render learning 
failiionable in England ; and Erafmus fpeaks with great fatisfacrion of the gene

ral regard paid by the nobility and gentry of that kingdom to men of know

ledge**. It is needltfs to be particular in mentioning the writers of this reign, 

or of the preceding. There is no man in that age, who had the leaft pretenfion 

to be ranked among our claffics. Sir Thomas More, tho' he wrote in Latin, 

feems to come the neareft to that character. 
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State of the regency.-Eznovations in the regency.-Somerfet pro
teBor.--Reformation compleated.--Gardiner's oppo)ition.--
Foreign affat'rs.--Progrefs of the reformation in Scotland.
Affa/Jination oj' cardinal Beaton.-Conduct of the war with Scotland. 
-Battle of Pinkey.-A Parliament.-Farther progrifs of 

the reformation.-Af!airs of Scotland.--Young ff<.Eeen of Scots fent 
into France.--Cabals of lord Seymour.-Dudly earl of Warwick •. 
-A Parliament.-Attainder of lord Seymour.-His exe
cution.--Eccle)iaflical ajfairs. 

HE late King, by the regulations, which · he impofed on the govern- 1547: 
ment of his infant fon, as well as by the limitations of the fucceffion, State of the 

d · ..c d · fi · · r • . reaency. ha proJeL.te to retgn even a ter hts deceate ; and he 1magmed, that o 

his minifters, who had always been fo obfequious to him during his 
life-time, would never afterwards depart from the plan, which he had traced out 
to them. He fixed the majority of the Prince .at the completion of his eigh-
teenth year; and as Edward was at prefent only a few months paft nine, he ap
pointed fix teen executors ; to whon1, dl.lring the minority, he entrulled the go-

vernment 
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vernment of the King and kingdom. Their names \Vere, Cranmer, archbi!bop 
of Cantet bury ; lord W riotheOe:y, chancellor ; lord St. John, great mafier; lord 
Rufiel, privy feal; the earl of 1-Iertford, chamberlain; vifcount Lifle, admiral; 
l'onfl:al, bifhop of Durham ; Sir Anthony Brown, ·mafl:er of horfe ; Sir William 
Paget, fecretary of ftate ; Sir Ed W3 rd North, chancellor of the court of aug
mentations ; Sir Ed ward Montague, chief j uflice of the common pleas ; judge 
Bromley, Sir Anthony Denny, and Sir William I-Ierbert, chief gentlemen of the 
privy chamber; Sir Edward \Votton, treafurer of Calais ; Dr. Wotton, dean of 
Canterbury. ,.fo thefe fixteen executors, with whom was entrufl:ed the whole 
t egal authority, were added twelve counfellors, who po!fefTed no immediate power, 
and could only afiiLl: with their advice, when any affair was laid before them. 
The council was compoied of the earls of Arundel and Eifex; Sir Thomas 
Cheyney, treafurer of the houfehold; Sir John Gage, comptroller; Sir Anthony 
\Vingfield, vice chamberlain; Sir William Petre, fecretary of ftate; Sir Richard 
Rich, Sir John Baker, Sir Ralph Sadler, Sir Thomas Seymour, Sir Richard 
~outhweJ, and Sir Edmund Peck ham *. The ufual caprice of Henry appears 
iomewhat in this nomination ; while he appointed feveral perfons of inferior fta
tion among his executors, and gave only the place of counfellor to a perfon of 
fuch high rank as the earl of Arundel, and to Sir Thon1as Seymour, the King's 
uncle. 

BuT the firft aB: of the executors and counfellors was to depart from the 
deftination of the late King in a material article. No fooner were they met, than 
it was fuggefted, that the government would lofe its dignity, for want of fome 
head, who might reprefent the royal majefty, who might receive addreffes from 
foreign ambaifadors, to whom difpatches from Englifh minifters abroad might be 
carried, and whofe name might be employed in all orders and proclamations: And 
as the King's will feem ed to contain a defeCt in this particular, it was {:Oncluded ne
cefiary to fupply it, by choofing a protector ; who, tho' he fhould poffefs all the 
exterior fymbo's of royal dignity, fhould yet be bound, in every exercife 
of power, to follow the opinion of the executors t. This propofal was very 
difagreeable to chancellor W riothefely. Tha~ magiftrate, a man of an active 
fpirit and high ambition, found himfelf, by his office, entitled to the firft rank in 
the regency after the primate; and as he knew, that that prelate had no talent 
nor inclination for fiate affairs, he hoped, that the direction of public bufinefs 
would of courfe devolve in a great meafure upon himfelf. He oppofed, therefore, 
thi5 propofal of choofing a proteCtor; and reprefented that innovation as an infringe
roent of the King's will, which, being corroborated by act of parliament, ot1ght 

in 
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in every thing to be a law to them, and could not be altered but by the fame Chap. r. 
authority, which had efrablilhed it. The executors and counfellors were moftly 1 547· 
courtiers, who had been raifed by Henry's favour, not men of high birth or 
great dependances ; and as they had been fufficiently accufl:omed to fubmiffion 
during the reign of the late n1onarch, and hJd no pretenfions to govern the na-
tion by their own authority, they acquiefced the n1ore willingly in a propofaJ, 
which feemed calculated fQr preferving public peace and tranquillity. It being 
therefore agreed to name a protector, the choice fell of courfe on the earl of 
Hartford, who, as he was the King's · maternal uncle, was ftrongly: interefted in Somerft:t pro

his fafety; and having no pretenfions to inherit the crown, could never have teC1or. 

any feparate intereft, which might engage hirn to endanger Ed ward's perfon or 
his authority *. The public were informed by proclamation of this change in 
the adminiftration ; and difpatches were fent to all foreign courts to give them 
intimation of it. .All thofe polfeffed of any office refigned their former commif-
fions, and took out new ones in the name .of the young King. The bilhops 
themfelves were conftrained to make a like fubmiffion. Care was taken to infert 
in their new commiffions, that they held their office during pleafure t : And it is 
there exprefsly affirmed, that all manner of authority and jurifdiction, as well 
ecclefiaftical as civil, is originally derived from the crown :1:· 

THE executors fhowed, in their next meafure, a more fubmiffive deferenGe to 
Henry's wil! ; becaufe many of them found their own account in it. The late 
King had intended, before his death, to make a new creation of nobility, in or
der to fupply the place of thofe who had fallen by former attainders, or the fai
lure of i.ffue ; and that he might enable the perfons to fupport their new dig
nity, he had refolved either to beftow eftates on them, or advance them to higher 
offices. He had even gone fo far as to inform them of this refolution ; and in 
his will, he charged his executors to make good all his promifes §. That they 
might afcertain his intentions in the moft authentic manner, Sir \Villiam Paget, 
Sir Anthony Denny, and Sir William Herbert, with whom Henry had always 
converfed in a familiar manner, were called before the board of regency; and 
having given evidence of what they kn.ow concerning the King.,s promifes, their 
teftimony was relied on, and the executors proce ded to the fulfilling thefe en-
gaaements. Hartford was created duke of Somerfet, marfchal and lord trca- h ff 

b r it o e .. furer; V\7riothefely, earl of Southampton; the earl of Effex, marquefs of Nor- bruary. 
thampton; vifcount Liile, earl of Warwick; Sir Thomas Seymour, lord Sey-
n1our of Sudley, an l admiral: Sir Richard Rich, Sir William Willoughby, Sir 

P p Edward 
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Edw.1rd Sheffield, accepted the tit1e of baron* : Several, to whom the fame 

dignity was o'1ered, re.fufed it; becaufe the other part of the King's promife, the 

beftowing eftates on thefe new noblemen, was deferred till a more convenient op-· 

portunity. Some of them, however, particularly Somerfet the protector, were, 

in the mean time, endowed with fpiritual preferments, deaneries and preben

daries. For among many other invafions of ecclefiaftical privileges and properties,. 

this irregular practice,. of beftowing fpiritual benefices on laymen, began now to 

prevaif. 

THE earl of Southampton had always been engaged in an oppofite party to~ 

Somerfet ; and it was not likely that factions, which had fecretly prevailed, even 

curjng the arbitrary reign of Henry, fhould be fuppreffed in the weak adminiftra

tion, which ufually attends a minority. The former nobleman, that he might have 

the greater leifare for attending to ftate-affairs, had,. of himfelf and from 

his own authority,. put the great feal in commiffion, and had empowered four: 

lawyers, Southwe1, Tregonel:t Oliver, and Bellafis, to execute in his abfence the 

office of chancellor. This meafure feems very exceptionable ; and the more fo, 

that two of the commiffioners being canonifrs, the lawyers fufpected, that, by 

this nomination, the €hancellor had intended to difcredit the common Jaw. Com

plaints were made to the council;. who, influenced by the protector, gladly ]aid 

hold of this opportunity to deprefs Southampton. They confulted the judges 

with regard to fo unufual a cafe, and received for anf wer, that the commiffion 

was illegal, and that the chancellor, by his prefumption in granting it, had juftly 

forfeited the feals, and was even liable to punifhment. The council fummoned 

him to appear before them ; and tho, he maintained, that he held his office by 

the 1ate King's will, founded on an act of parliament, and could not lofe it with- · 

out a trial .before the Parliament ; that if the commiffion, which he had granted, , 

was found illegal, it might be declared null and void, and all the ill confequences 

of it be eafily remedied ; and that the depriving him of the feals for an error of 

this nature, was a precedent by which any other innovation might be authorized ;

the council, notwithftanding all thefe topics of defence, declared that he had. 

forfeited his office ; that a fine fhould be itnpofed upon him ; and that he 1hou1d 

be confineci to his own houfe during pleafure t. 
THo' the removal of Southampton encreafed the protector's authority, and 

tended to fupprefs faCl.ions in the regency ; yet was not Somerfet contented with 

this advantage: His ambition carried him to feek ftill farther acquifitions. Un

der pretence, that the vote of the executors, choofing him protector, was not a fuffi-
cient 

Stow's Annals, p. 59-4• t Hollingfhed, p. 979• 



·dent foundation for his authority, he procured a patent from the young King, Chap. I. 

by which he entirely overturned the will of Harry the eighth, produced a 
12 

~j~~h. 
total revolution in the government, and n1ay feem even to have fubverted all the 
laws of the kingdom. He named himfelf proteCtor with full regal power, and 
appointed a council, confifring of all the former counfellors, and all the execu. 
tors except Southampton: He referved a power of naming any other counfellors 
at pleafure: And he was bound to confult with fuch only 1as he thought proper. 
The protector and his council were Iikewife empowered to acl: at difcretion, and 
to execute whatever they thought ferviceable to the government, without incur-
ring any penalty or forfeiture from any law, ftatute, proclamation, or ordinance 
whatfoever *. Even had this patent been lefs exorbitant in its conceffions, and 
had it been drawn by directions frotn the executors appointed by Henry, its le- · 
gality might jull:Jy be queftioned; fince it feems effential to a truft of this na-
ture to be exercifed by the perfons entrufted, nor can it be delegated to others : 
But as the patent, by its very tenor, where the executors are not fo much as 
mentioned, appear~ to have been furreptitioufiy obtained from a minor King, the 
proteCl:orfhip of Somerfet was a plain ufurpation, which it is impoffible by any ar
guments to juftify. The connivance, however, of the executors, and their pre
fent acquiefcence in the new eftablifhment, made it be univerfally fubmitted 
to; and as the young King difcovered an extreme attachment to his uncle, 
who was alfo in the main a man of moderation and probity, no objeCtions were 
made to his power and title. All men of fenfe, likewife, as they faw the nation 
divided by the religious zeal of the oppofite feCl:s, thought it the n1ore necefr~uy 
to entruft the government to one perfon, who might check the exorbitancies of 
party, and enfure the public tranquillity. And tho' fome claufes of the patent 
feemed to imply a formal fubverfion of all liberty or limited government, fo lin:e 
jealoufy was then ufually entertained on that head, that no exception was ever 
taken at bare claims or pretenfions of this nature, advanced by any perfon, • pof
feffed of fovereign power. The aB:ual exercife alone of arbitrary adminiftration, 
and that in many and great and flagrant and unpopular inftances, was able fame
times to give fome umbrage to the nation. 

THE extenfive authority and imterious character of Henry, had retained the par- ReformatiOl 

tizans of both religions in fubjeB:ion; but upon his deceafe, the hopes of the protcf- compl ·ateJ . 

tants and the fears of the catholics began to revive, and the zeal of thele parties pro-
duced every where difputes and animofities, the ufual preludes of more fatal divifions. 
The proteCtor had long been regarded as the fecret partizan c f the reformers · 
and being now freed from reftraint, he fcrupled not to exprcfs h:s intention o 
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correcting all the abufes of the antient religion, ·and of adopting ftill more of the 
proteftant innovations. He took care, that all the perfons, to whom he entrufted 
the King's education, fhould be attached to the fame principles ; and as the young 
Prince difcovered a zeal for every kind of literature, efpeciall y the theologica], far 
beyond his tender years, all men forefaw, in the courfe of his reign, the total abo
lition of the catholic faith ; and they early began to declare themfelves in favour 
of thofe tenets, v.:hich were likely to becotne in the end entirely prevalent. Af
ter Southampton's fall, few members of the council feemed to retain any attach· 
ment to the Romilh communion ; and moft of the counfellors appeared even 
fanguine in forwarding the progrefs of the reformation. The riches which 
mofl: of them had acquired from the fpoils of the clergy, induced them 
to widen the breach between England and Rome; and by eftablifhing a contra
riety of fpeculative tenets, as well as of difcipline and worfhip, to render a coali
tion with the mother church altogether impracticable*. Their rapacity alfo, the 
chief fource of their reforn1ing fpirit, was excited by the profpect of pillaging 
the fecu]ar, as they had already done the regular clergy; and they knew, that, 
while any ihare of the old principles remained, or any regard to the ecclefiafl:ics, 
they never could hope to fucceed in their pretenfions. 

THE numerous and burthenfome fuperftitions, with which the Romi!h church 
was loaded, had thrown many of the reformers, by the fpirit of oppofition, into 
an enthufiaftic ftrain of devotion ; and all rites, ceremonies, pomp, order, and 
exterior obfervances were zealouily abolilhed by them, as hindrances of their fpr
ritual contemplation, and obftructions to their immediate converfe with heaven. 
l\1any circumfl:ances concurred to enflame this daring fpirit ; the novelty itfclf of 
their doctrines, the triumph of n1aking profelytes, the furious perfecutions to 
which they were expofed, their animofity againfl: the antient tenets and practices, 
and the neceility of procuring the concurrence of the laity, by depreffing the hier
archy, and by tendering to them the plunder of the ecclefiaftics. Wherever the re
formation prevailed ov.er the oppofition of civil authority, this genius of religion 
appeared in its full extent, and was attended with confequences, which, tho' 
lefs durable, we,re, for fome time, no lefs dangerous than thofe which were con
nected with the antient fuperftition. But as the magHhate took the lead in Eng
land, the tranfition was more gradual ; much of the antient religion was ftill pre
ferved ; and a reafonable degree of fubordination was retained in difcipline, as 
\veil as fome pomp, order, and ceremony in public worfhip. 

THE protector, in his fchemes for advancing the reformation, had always 
recourfe to the councils of Cranmer, who, being a man of moderation and pru

dence, 
Goodwin's Ann.1ls, Heylin• 



ED\VARD . \'I. 

dence, was averfe to all violent changes, and was determined to bring over the 
people, by in~edible innovations, to tnat fyfiem of doCtrine anc difciplire, which 
he efteen1ed the mofl: pure and perfect. I-Je probably alfo foref.!w, that a fyftem, 
which carefully avoideci the extremes of reformation, was likely to be mofl Iaft-
ing ; and that a devotion, merely fpiritual, was fitted only for the firft fervours 
of a new feB:, and upon the relaxation of thefe naturally gave place to the inroads of 
fuperftition. I-!e feems therefore to have intended the eftabli!hment of a hierarchy, 
which, being fuited to a great and fettled governmenr, might ftand as a perpetual 
barrier againft Rome, and might retain the reverence of the Feople, even after 
their enthufiafl:ic zeal was diminifhed or entirely evaporated. 

THE perfon, who oppofed, with greatefi: authority, any farther advances towards 
reformation, was Gardiner, bifhop of \Vinchefter; who, tho' he had not ob
tained a place in the counfel of regency, on account of fome late difgufts, which 
he had given to Henry, was entitled, by his age, experience, and capacity, to 

Chap: J. 
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the higheft truft and confidence of his party. This prelate continued frill to Gardiner's 

magnify the great wifdon1 and learning of the late King, which were generally oppofition. 

and fincerely admired by the nation ; and he infifted on the prudence of perfe-
vering, at le aft till the young King's majority, in the ecclefiartical model, efta-
bli!hed by that great monarch. He defended the ufe of images, which were now 
very openly attacked by the proteftants; and he reprefented tf.cm as ferviceable 
in maintaining a fenfe of religion among the illiterate multitude*. He even 
deigned to write an apology for holy water, which bi!hop Ridley had decried in 
a fermon; and he maintained, that, by the power of the Almighty, it might he 
rendered an inftrument of doing good; as much as the Ihadow of St. Peter, the 
hem of · our Saviour's garment, or the fpittle and clay laid upon the eyes of the 
blind f. Above all, he infifl:ed, that the laws ought to be cbferved, that the 
conftitution ought to be preferved inviolate, and that it was dangerous to follow 
the will of the fovereign, in oppoGtion to an aB: of parliam nt l 

BuT tho' there remained at that time in England an idea of lJ ws and a confli
tution, fufficient at leaft to furni!h a topic of argument to fuch as were difcon
tented with the prefent exercife of authority ; this plea could fcarcely, in the 
prefent cafe, be maintained with any plaufibi1ity by Gardiner. An act of par
liament had invefred the crown with a legifiative power; and royal proclama
tions, even during a minority, were armed with the force and authority of Jaws. 
'fl.e protector, finding himfelf fupported by this ftatute, was determined to em
ploy his influence in favour of the reformers; and having fufpended, during the 
interval, the authority of the bi!hops, he appointed a general vifitacion to be 

mad 

• Fox, vol. ii. p. 712. 1" Fox, vol. ii. p. 724. t Collier, vol. ii. p. nS. Fox, vol. ii. 



Chap. I. 
1547· 

n11de in all·the diocefes of England*. The vifitors confifted of a mixture of 
clergy and laify, and had fix circuits ailigned them. The chitf purpofe of their 
inftn,B: ons was, befidcs correcting immoralities and irregularities in the clergy., 
to abolifh the antient fuperfritions, and to bring the difcipline and wodhip fame
what nt>arer the praCtice of the reformed churches. The moderation of Somerret 
and Cranmer is apparent in the conduct of this delicate affair. The vifitors 
were enjoined to retain for the prefent all images which had not been abufed to 
idolatry; and to inftruB: the _people not to d-.fpife fuch ceremonies as were not 
yet abrogated, but only to beware of fome particular fuperftitions, fuch as the 
fprinkling their beds with holy water, the .ringing of bells, or ufing of bleffed 
candles, in order to drive away the devil t. 

BuT nothing required more the correcting hand of authority, than the abufe 
of preaching, which was now generally employed, throughout England, in de-. 
fending the antient praCtices and fuperititions. The court of augmentations, in 
·{)rder to eafe the King of the annuities paid to monks, had commonly placed 
them in the vacant churches ; and thefe men were led by intereft, as well as in
clination, to fupport thofe principles, which had been invented for the profit of 
the clergy. Orders therefore were given to reftrain the topics of their fermons: 
Twelve homilies were publifhed, which they were enjoined to read to the people: 
And all of them were prohibited, without exprefs permiffion, to preach any 
where but in their parifh churches. The defign of this injunction was to throw 
a reil:raint on the catholic divines ; while the proteftant, by the grant of particu-
lar licences, ihould be allowed unbounded liberty. · 

BoNNER made fome oppofition to thefe mcafures; but foon after retracted 
and acquit.fced. Gardiner was more high-fpirited and more fteddy.. He repre
fented the peril of perpetual innovations, and the neceffity of adhering to fome 
fyllem. " 'Tis a dangerous thing," fa·id he, '' to ufe too much freedom, in 
" refearches of this kind. If you cut the old canal, the water is apt to run fur
" ther than you have a mind to. If you indulge the humour of novelty, you 
" cannot put a ftop to people's demands, nor govern their indifcretions at plea
'" fure. For my part," faid he, on another occafion, " my foie concern is to 
··" manage the third and laft aB: of my life with decency, and to make a hand
" fome exit off the ftage. Provided this point is fecured, I am not foi icitous 
~' about the reft. I am already by nature condemned to death: No man can 
" give me a pardon from this fentence ; nor fo much as procure me a reprieve. 
" To fpeak my mind, and to act as my confcience directs, are two branches of 
" liberty, which I can never part with. Sincerity in fpeech, and integrity in 

4 " atlion, 
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' ; aCl:ion, are entertaining qualities: They will fl:ick by a man, when eve y thing 
" elfe takes its leave ; and I n1uft not refign them tlpon any confideration. The 
" beft on it is, if I' do not throw them away myfelf, no man can force thetn 
" from me: BJt if I give them up, then am I ruined by myftlf, and deferve to . 
" . lofe all my preferments*. This oppofition of Gardiner drew on him the in
dignation of the council; and he was fent to the Fleet, where he 'Was Llfed with 

fome harfhnefs and feverity. 
ONE of the chief objections, urged by Gardiner again!l: the new homilies, was· 

that they defined with the moft metaphyfical precifion the doctrine of grace, and· 
of jufi:ification by faith; points, he thought, which it was fuperfluous for any 
man to know exactly, and which certainly exceeded much the comprehenfion of 
the vulgar. A famous martyro1ogill: calls Gardiner, on account of this opinion, 
" an infenfible afs, and one that had no feeling of God's fpirit in the matter of 
'~ juftification t." The n1eaneft protei1ant imagined at that time, that he had a 
full comprehenfion of all thofe myfterious doctrines, and he heartily defpifed the· 
moft learned and knowing perfon of the antient religion. 1 t is indeed certain,. 
that tlie reformers were very fortunate in their doCtrine of jufiification, and might 
venture to promife on its fuccefs, in oppofition to all the ceremonies, fhows, . 
and fuperftitions of popery. By exalting Chrift and his fufferings, and renounc
ing all claim to independent merit in ourfelves, it was calculated to become po
pular, and coincided with thofe principles of panegyric and of felf-abafement, 

rvhich generally have place in religion. . · 

ToNsT AL, bifhop of Durham, having, as well as Gardincr, . made fome op· 
pofition to the new regulations, was difmiffed the council-board; but no farther 
feverity was, for the prefent, exercifed again!l: him. lie was a man of perfeCl: 
moderation, and of the m oft unexceptionable character in the kingdom. 
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THE fame religious zeal which engaged Somerfet to promote the reformation r • _ 

h 1 d h
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at ome, e 1m to carry 1s attentiOn to 10re1gn countnes; w 1ere the interefl:s of fai rs. c. 

the protefl:ants were now expofed to the moft imminent danger. The Roman 
pontiff, with much reluCtance and after long delays, had at Ja!l: fummoned age-
neral counciJ, ·which was a£fembled at Trent, and was emploved in correftino- the 

~ b 

abufe of the church, and in .afcertaining her doctrines. The emperor, . who de-
fired to reprefs the power of the court of Rome, as well as gain over the prote· 
fta ts, promoted the former objeCt of the council; the pope, who found his own .. 
oreatnefs fo deeply interefted, defired rather to em~loy them in the latter. He 

gave-
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gave inftruB:ions to his legates, who prefided in the council, to protract the de .. 
bates, and to engage the theologians in altercations, and arguments, and ·difp~1tes 
concerning the nice points of faith, canvaffed before them: A policy, which was 
fo eafy to be executed, that the !('gates found it rather necefiary to interpofe, in 
order to appeafe the animoGty of the divines, and bring them at laft to fome de
tifio n :f=. T'he more difficult tafk for the legates was to moderate or divert the 
zeal of the council for reformation, and to reprefs the ambition of the prelates, 
who defi red to exalt the epifcopal authority on the ruins of the fovereign p,ontifr: 
Fi nding this humour become intraB:able, the legates, under pretence that the 
rlague had broke out at Trent, transferred of a fudden the council to Bologna, 
"'here, they hoped, it would be more under the direction of his holinefs. 

THE emperor, no lefs than the pope, had learned to make religion fubfervient 
to his ambition and policy. He was refolved to employ the imputation of herefy 
as a pretence for fubduing the proteftant princes, and oppreffing the liberties of 
Germany ; but found it rcquifite to cover his intentions under a deep artifice, 
and to prevent the combination of his adverfaries. He feparated the Palatine 
and the elector of Brandenburgh from the proteftant confederacy : He took 
arms agninfl: the elector of Saxony, and the landgrave of Heffe : By the fortune 
of war he made the former prifoner : He employed treachery and ·prevarication 
againft the latter, and detained him captive, by breaking a fafe-condutl: which 
l1e had granted him. ~Ie feemed to have reached the fummit of his ambition ; 
and the German princes, who were an:oniihed with his fuccefs, were farther dif
couraged by the intelligence, which they had received, of the death firft of 
Henry the eighth, then of Francis the firfr, their ufual refources in every ca4 
lamity *. 

HENRY the fecond, who fucceeded to the crown of France, was a prince of 
vigour and ability ; but lefs prompt in his refolutions than Francis, and lefs en· 
flamed with rivalfhip and animofity againft the emperor, ~harles. Tho' he fent 
ambaffadors to the princes of the Smalcaldic League, and promifed them his 
4?rotection, he w~s unwilling, in the commencement of his reign, to hurry 
into a war againft fo great a power as that of the emperor, and he thought 
that the alliance of thtlfe princes was a fure refource, which he could at any time 
lay hold oft. He was much governed by the duke of Guife and the cardinal of 
Lorraine, brothers to the Q.1een dowager of Scotland, and he hearkened to their 
counfel, in chufing rather to give immediate affiftance to that antient ally, which, 
even before the death of Henry the eighth, had loudly claimed the protection 
of the French monarchy. 

THE 
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THE hatred between the two factions, the partizans of the antient and thofe Chap. I. 
of the new religion, became every day more violent in Scotland; and the refo· 1547· 

lution, which the cardinal primate had taken to employ the mofi: rigorous punifh- Progref~ of 
rnents againfi: the reformers, brought matters to a quick decifion. There was one t?e ~cfosrma-

. tton m cot-Wifhart, a gentleman by birth, who employed himfelf with great zeal in preach-land. 
ing againft the antient fupe rfi itions, and began to give alarm to the clergy, who 
were jufl:ly terrified with the danger of fome fatal revolution in religion. This 
man was much celebrated for the purity of his morals, and for his extenfive 
learning: But thefe praifes cannot be much depended on ; becaufe, we know, that, 
among the reformers, feverity of n1anners fi:ood in place of many virtues ; and the 
age was in general fo ignorant, that moft of the priefts in Scotland imagined the 
New Teftament to be a compofition of Luther's, and afferted that the Old alone 
was the word of God*. But however the cafe may have been with regard to 
thofe eftimable quaiities afcribed to Wifhart, he was ftrongly poffeffed with a 
defire of innovation ; and he enjoyed thofe tale.qts, which q·ualified him for be-
coming a popular preacher, and for feizing the attention and affections of the 
multitude. The magifrrates of Dundee, where he exercifed his miffion, were 
alarmed with his progrefs; and being unable or unwilling to treat him with 
rigour, they contented themfelves with denying him the liberty of preaching, and 
with difmiffing hin1 the bounds of their jurifdietion. 'Vifhart, moved with indig-
nation, that they had dared to r~jett the word of God, menaced them, in imita-
tion of the antient prophets, with fome imminent calamity ; and he withdrew to 
the weft country, where he daily increafed the number of his profelytes. Mean-
while, a plague broke out in Dundee; and all men exclaimed, that the town had 
drawn down the vengeance of Heaven by banifhing the pious preacher, and that 
the peftilence would never ceafe till they had made him attonement for their 

Q_ q offence 

• Spotfwood, p. 75· The fame author, p. 92, tells us a ftory, which confirms this charaCler of the 
popifh clergy in Scotland. It became a great difpute in the univerfity of St. Andrews, whether the pater 
fhould be [aid to God or the faints. The friars, who knew in general that the reformers neglected the 
faints, were determined to maintain their honour with great obftinacy, but they knew not upon what 
topics to found their doClrine. Some held that the pater was faid to Godformaliter, and to faints matc-
1·ialite1·; others, to God principaliter, and to faints minus pr/ucipaliter ; others would have it ultimate 
and non ultimate: But the majority feemed to hold, that the pater was faid to God capiendo firitle, and 
to faints capiendo large. A fimple fellow, who ferved the fub-prior, thinking there was fame great 
matter in hand, that made the dotl:ors hold fo many conferences together, afk.ed him one day what 
the matter was; the fub-prior anf\\ering, Tom, that was the fellow's name, <z.ve cmmat agt·ee to r,J..:hom tbe 
patcr-nojler jh,u/d be /aid. He fuddenl y replied, 'To w bcm, Sir,jhould it befo id, but unto GcdP Then 
faid the fub-prior, what foal/ we do wtth the faitztJ? He anfwered, Gi<Vc them A<Ves m:d Ct-eeds 
enow in the devil's name ; for that may fuffice them. The anf\ver going abroad, many faid, that h& 
had givm a wifir decijifJtl than all the do"'lors had do!ie rwith all their diflintlions. 
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offence againft him. No fooner did Wi!hart hear of this change in their dif
pofition, than he returned to them, and made them a new tender of his doctrine :; 
But left he !hould fpread the contagion by bringing multitudes together, he 
erected his pulpit on the top of a gate : The infected ftood within ; the others 
without. And the preacher failed not, in fuch a fituation, to take advantage of 
the immediate t~rrors of the people, and to enforce his evangelical miffion t. 

THE affiduity and fuccefs of Wiib.art became an object of attention to cardinal 
Beaton ; and he refolved, by the punifhment of fo celebrated a preacher, to 
£hike a terror into all other innovators. He engaged the earl of Bothwel to 
arreft him in his retirement ; and to deliver him into his hands, contrary to a· 
promife given by Bothwel to that unhappy man:· And being poffelfed of his 
prey, he conducted him to St .. Andrew's, where,. after a trial, he condemned him
to the flames for herefy. Arran, the regent, was very irrefolute in his temper; 
and the cardinal, tho' he had gained him to his party, found, that he would 
not concur in the condemnation and execution of Wi!hart. He was therefore 
determin~d, without the affiftance of the fecular arm" to bring that heretic to 
puni!hment; and he himfelf beheld from· his windows the difmal fpetl:acle .. 
Wiihart fufferecl with the ufual patience; but could not forbear remarking the 
triumph of his infulting enemy. He foretold, that in a few days he would in. 
the very fame place lie as low,. as now he was exalted aloft, in oppofition to' 
true piety and ~eligion :f:. 

THrs prophefy was probably the immediate caufe of the event which it foretold. 
The difci pies of this martyr, enraged at the cruel execution, formed a confpiracy 
againft the cardinal; and having aifociated ro them Norman Leily, who was, 
difgufled on account of fome private quarrel, they conduCted their enterprize 
with great fecrecy and fuccefs. Early in the morning they entered the card~nal's 
palace, which he had ftrongly fortified ; and though they were not above fixteen 
perfons, they thruft out an hundred tradefmen and fifty fervants, whom they 
feized feparately, before any fufpicion arofe of their intentions; and having fhut 
the gates, they proceeded very deliberately to execute their purpofe on the car
dinal. That prelate had been alarmed with the noife which he heard in the 
caftle ; and had barricadoe'd the door of his chamber: But finding that they had 
brought fire in order to force their way, and having obtained, as is believed, a 
promife of life, he opened the door; and reminding them, that he was a prieft, 
he conjured them to fpare him. Two of the afiaffins rufhed upon him with 
drawn fwords; but a th.ird, James Melvil, more caln1 and tnore confiderate in 

villany, 
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vBlany, flopped their carreer, and reminded them, that this facrifice was the 
work and judgment of God, and ought to be executed with the utmofr refleB:ion 
and gravity. Then turning the poinc of his f word towards Beaton, he called to 
him, " Repent thee, thou wicked cardinal, of all thy fins and iniquities, but 
'' efpecially of the murder of Wifhart, that inftrument of God for the con
" verfion of thefe lands : It is his death, which now cries vengeance upon thee: 
'' We are fent by God to infliCt the deferved punifhment. For here, before the 
" .. Almighty, I proteft, that it is neither hatred of thy perfon, nor love of thy 
~' riches, nor fear of thy power, which moves me to reek thy death: But only 
" becaufe thou haft been, and ftill remaineft, an obftinate enemy to Chrift Jefus, 
" and his holy gofpel." Having fpoke thefe words, without giving him leifure 
to finifh that repentance, to which he exhorted him, he thruft him thro' the 
body ; and the cardinal fell dead at his feet*. This murther was executed on the 
28th of May 1546. The a!faffins being reinforced by their friends to the num
ber of an hundred and forty" perfons, prepared themfelves for the defence of the 
caille, and fent a meffenger to London, craving affiftance from Henry. That 
prince, tho' Scotland was comprehended in his peace with France, would not re
jeCt this opportunity of difturbing the government of that kingdom; and he 
agreed to take them under his protection. 

IT was the peculiar misfortune of Scotland, that five fhort reigns had been 
fucceffively followed by as many long minorities; and the execution of jufl:ic{', 
which the prince was beginning to introduce, had been continually interrupted 
by the cabals, factions, and animofities of the great. But befides thefe invete
rate and antient evils, a new fource of diforder had arifen, the difputes and con .. 
tentions of theology, which were fufficient to difrurb the m oft fettled govern· 
ment; and the death of the cardinal, who was po!feffed of abdity and vigour, 
feemed much to weaken the hands of the adminiftration. But the Queen dow
ager was a woman of uncommon talents and virtues ; and Ihe did as much to 
fupport the government, and fupply the weaknefs of Arran, the governor, as 
could be expeB:ed in her fituation. A ftipulation was made with the garrifon of 
St. Andrews, that they fhould furrender the cafl:le upon receiving a pardon, tO· 
gether with an abfolution from the pope ; and that they fhould never afterwards 

q 2 be 

• The famous Scotch reformer, John Knox, calls James Melvil, p. 6;, a man mofi: gentle and mcft 
modeft. It is very horrid, but at the fame time fomewhat amazing, to confider the joy and alacrity 
and pleafure, which that hiftorian difcovers in his narration of this affaffination: And it is remark
.able that in the firft edition of his work, thefe words were piinted on the margin of the page, 'Tiu 
godly Faa a11d lFords if:famcs J!lel<vil. But the following editors retrenc"hed them. Knox himfelfhad 
no hand in the murder of Beaton; but he afterwards joined the afiailins, and affified them in holding 
<>ut the caftle. See Keith's Hill. of the Ref. of Scotland, p. 4 3. 
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be called in queftion for Beaten's affaffination. Meanwhile, till the pope's abfo
lution iliould arrive, ihe applied to France for fuccours ; and Henry fent her fome 
gallies, with a train of artillery, commanded by Strozzi, prior of Capua. Be
fore the fiege of St. Andrews was opened, the abfolution was fent to the garrifon, 
and they were required to furrender; but becaufe the pope, among other exagge
rations of the cardinal's murder, had faid, that he pardoned an unpardonable 
crime, the garrifon, fearing that this expreffion was employed in order to enfnare 
them, refufed to open their gates t. They were, however, foon obliged to depart 
from their obftinacy : A great breach was made in the walls : The plague broke 
o It among thern: And feeing no hopes of fuccour from England, they furren
rlered to the French upon conditions, which were not very fcrupulou£1y obferved 
to them. 

1"'HE proteCtor of England, fo foon as the government was brought to fome 
compofure, made preparations for the attack of Scotland ; and he was determined 
to execute, if pofiible, that project, of uniting the two kingdoms by marriage, 
on which the late King had been fo intent, and which he had recommended with 
his cling breath to his executors. He raifed an army of 1 8ooo men, and 
equipped a fleet of fixty fail, one half of which were fhips of war, the other 
1oad~d with provifions and ammunition. He gave the command of the fleet to 
lord Clinton : He himfelf marched at the head of the army, attended by the earl 
of W arwic. Thefe hofiile meafures were covered with a pretence of revenging 
fome depredations comm itted by the borderers; but befides, that the protector 
revived the antient claim of the fuperiority of the Englifh crown over that of 
Scotland, he refufed to enter into negotiation on any other conditions than the 
marriage of the young OEeen with Edward. 

THE proteCl:or publiilied a manifefto, in which he inforced all the arguments for 
that meafure. . f-Ie faid; that nature feemed originally to have intended this ifland 
for one empire , and having cut it off from all communication with foreign fiates, 
and guarded it by the ocean, fhe had pointed out to the inhabitants the road to 
happinefs and fecurity : That the education ancl cuftoms of the people concurred 
with nature; and by giving them the fame language, and Jaws, and manners, 
had invited them to a thorough union and coalition : That fortune had at laft 
removed all ob!lacles, and had prepared an expedient, by which they might be
come one people, without leaving any place for that jealoufy either of honour or of 
intereft, to which rival nations are naturally fo much expofed : That the crown· 
of Scotland had devolved to a female; that of England to a ma]e ; and happily 
he two fovereigns, as of a rank, fo were they alfo of an age, the moft fuitable 

t Knox, p. 75· Spotfwood, Bnchanan. 
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long and fecure peace had eGabli!hed confidence between them : Th~t the me-
tnory of former miferies, which at prefent enflamed their mutual animofity, 
would then ferve only to make them chc ri!h, with more paffion, a fiate of hap-
pinefs ... and tranquillity, fo long unknown to their anceftors: That when hofiilities 
had ceafed between the kingdoms, the Scotch nobility, who were at prefent 
obliged to remain perpetually in a warlike poil:ure, would learn to cultivate the 
arts of peace, and would foften their minds to a love of domeil:ic order and obe-
dience : That as this fituation was deflrable to both kingdoms, fo particularly to 
Scotland, wh:ch had been expofLd to the greateft miferies from inteftine and fo-
reign wars, and faw herfelf every moment in danger of lofing her independency, 
by the efforts of a richer and more powerful people : That tho' England had 
clain1s of fuperiority, fl1e was willing to refign every pretenfion for the fake of 
future peace, and defired an union, which would be the more fecure, as it would 
be concluded on terms entirely equal: And that befides all thefe motives, pofitive 
engagem nts had been taken for the compleating this alliance, and the honour 
and good faith of the nation were pledged to fulfil what her intereft and fafety 
fo loudly demanded *. 

SoMERSET foon found, that thefe remonftrances would have no influence; and 
that the ~een dowag r's attachments to France and to the catholic religion 
would render ineffeB:ual all negotiations for the intended marriage. He found 
himfelf therefore obliged to try the force of arms, and to conftrain the Scotc:1 
by neceffity to fubmit to a meafur ) for which they feemed to have entertained 
the moft incurable averfion. He paffe'd the borders at Berwic, and advanced to- zdSept~mber .. 
wards Edinburgh, without me ting any . refiftance for fome days, except from 
fome fmall caftles, which were conftrained to furrender at difcretion. The pro-
teCtor intended to have punifhed the governor and garrifon of one of thofe caftles 
for their temerity in rcfiil:ing fuch unequal force: But they eluded his anger by 
afking only a few hours refpite till they !hould prepare themfel ves for death ; 
after which they found his ears more open to their applications for mercy t. 

THE governor of Scotland had fummoned together the whole force of the 
kingdom; and his army, double the number of the Englifh, had taken poft on 
very advantageous ground, guarded by the banks of the Efke, about four miles 
from Edinburgh. The Engli!h came within fight of them at Fafide; and after 
a fldrmi!h between the horfe, where the Scotch were worfted, and lord Hume 
dangeroufiy wounded, Somerfet prepared himfelf for a more decifive action. But 

having 
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·Chap. I. having taken a view of the Scotch camp with the earl of W arwic, he found it 
'547· difficult to make any attempt upon it with a probability of fuccefs. He wrote 

therefore another letter to Arran ; and offered to retire out of the kingdom, as 
well as to repair all damages which he had committed., provided that the Scotch 
would ftipulate not to contraCt the ~1een to any foreign prince, but to keep her 
at home, till fhe reached the age of choofing a hufband for herfelf. Such mo~ 
derate terms were rejected by the Scotch merely on account of their moderation ; 
and begot an opinion, that the proteCtor muft either be reduced to great diftre[s 
or be influenced by fear, that h~ was now contented to abate fo much of his former 
pretenfion~;. AB:uated alfo by their priefis, who had come to the camp in great 
numbers, they believed, that the Engli!h were deteftable heretics, abhorred of 
God, and expo fed to divine vengeance ; and that no fuccefs could. ever crown 
their arms. They were confirmed in this fond conceit, when they faw the pro~ 
rector change his ground, and move towards the fea ; nor did they any longer 
doubt that he intended to embark his arn1y, and make his efcape on board the 
fhips, which at that very time moved into the bay, oppofite to him*. Deter
mined therefore to cut off his retreat, they quitted their camp ; and paffing the 

toth Septem-river Eike, advanced into the plain. They were divided into three bodies: 
ber. Angus commanded the vanguard ; Arran the main body ; Huntley the rear: 

Their cavalry confifl:ed only of light horfe, which were placed on their left 
flank, ftrengthened by f01ne Irifh archers, whom Argyle had brought over for 
this fervice. 

SoMERSET was pleafed when he faw this movement of the Scotch army; and 
as the Englilh had ufually been fuperior in pitched battles, he conceived great 
hopes of fuccefs. He arranged his van on his left, fartheft from the fea ; 
and ordered them to remain on the high grounds on which he placed them, till 

b I f
the enemy fuould approach~ He placed his main battle and his rear towards The att eo . 

P.inkey. the nght; and beyond the van he pofted lord Gray at the head of the men at 
arms, and ordered him to take the Scotch van in flank, but not till they ihould 
be engaged in clofe fight with the van of the Englifh. 

WBtLE the Scotch were advancing on the plain, they were galled with the 
artillery from the Englifh fhips : The mafter of Graham was killed : The lrifu 
archers were thrown into diforder: and even the other troops -began to ftagger : 
When the lord ·Gray, perceiving their fituation, negleB:ed his orders, left his 
ground, and at the head of .his heavy~armed horfe made an attack on the Scotch 
infantry, in hopes of gaining all the honour of the viCl:ory. On advancing, he 

4 found 
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found a fiough and ditch in his way ; and behind were ranged the Scotch infantry 
armed with fpears, and the field, on which they ftood, was fallow ground, broken 
with ridges, which lay crofs their front, and difordered the movements of the 
Englifh cavalry. From all thefe accidents, the fhock of this body of horfe 
was fteble and irregular; and a~ they were received on the points of the Scottifh 
fpears, which were longer than the lances of the Englifh horfemen, they were in 
a moment pierced, overthrown, and difcomfited. Gray himfelf was dangeroufly 
wounded: Lord Edward Seymour, fon to the protector, 1oft his horfe: The 
ftandard was near being taken: And had the Scotch poffeffed any good body of 
cavalry, who might have purfued the advantage, the whole Englifh army had 
been expofed to great danger •. 

THE proteCtor mean-while, affifted by Sir Ralph Sadler and Sir Ralph Vane, 
employed himfelf with diligence and fuccefs, in rallying the cavalry. War
wic fuowed great prefence of mind in maintaining the ranks of the foot, on 
which the horfe had recoiled : He made Sir Peter Meutas advance, captain of 
the foot hackbutters, and Sir Peter Gamboa, captain of fome Italian and Spani!h 
hackbutters, on horfeback; and ordered them to ply the Scotch infantry with 
their !hot. They marched to the flough, and difcharged their pieces full in the 
face of the enemy : The fhips galled them from the flank : The artillery, planted 
on a height, infefted them from the front: The Englifh archers poured in a 
fuower of arrows upon them: And the vanguard,. defcending from the hill, ad
vanced, leifllrely and orderly, towards them. Difmayed with all thefe circ~m
ftances, the Scotch van began to retreat : The retreat foon changed into a flight; 
which was begun by the Irifh archers. The panic of the van communicated 
itfelf to the main body, and paffing thence to the rear, rendered the whole field 
a fcene of confufion, terror, flight and confternation. The Englifh army per
ceived from the heights the condition of the Scotch, and began the purfuit with 
Joud fuouts and acclamations, which added fiill more to the difmay of ihe van
qui1bed. The horfe in particular, eager to revenge the affront, which they had 
received in the beginning of the day, committed the moft bloody execution on 
the flying enemy; and from the field of battle to Edinburgh, for the fpace of 
five miles, the whole ground was ftrowed with dead bodies. The priefts abJve 
all, and the monks received no quarter ; and the Englifu made fport of flaugh
tering men, who, from their extreme zeal and animofity, had engaged in an 
enterprize fo ill fuited to their profeffion. Few victories have been more de ... 
cifive, or gained with fmaller lofs to the conquerors. There fell not two hun
dred of the Englifh; and according to the moft moderate computation, there 
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peri!hed above ten thoufand of the Scotch. About fifteen hundred were taken 
prifoners. 1'his action was called the Battle· of Pinkey, from a nobleman's feat 
of that name in the neighbourhood. 

THE ~1een dowager and Arran fled to Stirling, and were fcarce able to col
leCt: fuch a body of forces as could check the incurfions of fmall parties of the 
Englifh. About the fame time, the earl of Lenox and lord vV harton entered 
the Weft Marches, at the head of five thoufand men, and after taking and plun
dering Annan, they fpread devaaation over all the neighbouring counties*. 
Had Somerfet profecuted his advantage, he might have impofed what terms he 
pleafed on the Scotch nation : But he was impatient to return to England, where 
he heard, fome counfellors, and even his own brother, the admiral, were carry· 
ing on cabals again it his authority. Having taken the call:les of Hume, Dun
glafs, Eym.outh, Faftcaftle, Roxborough, and fome other fmall places; and hav
ing received the fubmi!Iion of fome counties on the borders, he retired out of 
Scotland. The fleet, befides deftroying all the !hips along the coaft, took 
Broughty in the Firth of Tay, and having fortified it, they left there a garrifon. 
Arran defired leave ta fend commiffioners in order to treat of a peace; and So
merfet, having appointed Berwic for the place of meeting, left Warwic with full 
powers to negociate : But no commiflioner~ -from Scotland ever appeared. The 
overture of the Scotch was an artifice, to gain time, till fuccours ihould arrive 
from France. 

4f. Novemb. '"THE proteB:or, on his arrival in England, fummoned a Parliament : And be-
ing fomewhat elated with his fuccefs againft the Scotch, he procured a patent, 
appointing him to fit on the throne, upon a ftool or bench at the right hand of the 
King, and to enjoy the fame honours and privileges which had ufually been 'poffeifed 
by any princes of the blood, or uncles of the Kings of England. In this patent, the 
King difpenfed with the ftatute of precedency, enaCted during the former reign t. 

A Parliament. But if Somerfet gave offence by affuming too much ftate, he deferves the higheft 
praife on account of the laws paired this fdiion, by which the rigour of former 
ftatutes was much mitigated, and fome fecurity given to the freedom of the con· 
ftitution. All Jaws we re repealed which extended the crime of treafon beyond 
the ftatute of the twenty eighth of Edward the third :f:; all laws enaCted during 
the late reign, extending the crime of felony; all the former laws againfr Lol· 
lardies or herefy, together with the ftatute of the fix articles. None were to be 
accufed of words but within a month after they were fpoken. By thefe repeals 
feveral of the moft rigorous laws that ever were paffed in England, were an
n.ulled, and fome dawnings, both of civil and religious liberty, began to appear 
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to the people. H 'refy, however, was ftill a capital crin1e by the common law, 
~nd was fubjeCl:ed to the penalty of burning. There only remained no precite 
ftandard by which that crime could be defined or determined : A circumflance 
which might either be advantaO'eous or hurtful to public fecurity, according to 
the difpofition of the judges. 

A REPEAL alfo paffed of that law, the defl:ruB:ion of all laws, by which the 
King's proclamation was made of equal force with a ftatute 11· That other law was 
likewife mitigated, by which the King was empowered to annul all lawg, paffed 
before the four and twentieth year of his age : He could prevent their future 
execution ; but could not recall any paft effeCt:s, which had enfued from them §. 

SoME fl:atutes too were paired which were of the tltmoft importance, becaufe 
they promoted the principles and practices of the reformers, tho' they may 
not, all of them, appear to be attended with any material confequences to civil 
fociety. The cup was refl:ored to the laity ; private maffes were abolifl1ed; the 
King was empowered to create bifhops by letters patent, without any fham elec
tion of the chapter ; the bifhops were· ordered to iffue their writs, and hold 
their courts in the King's name*; vagabonds were adjudged to· be flaves for 
two years, and to be marked with a red-hot iron :J:; an aCt: commonly fuppofed to 
be levelled againft the ftrolling priefts and friars. 

THE chantries and free chappels had been given by aCl: of parliament to the 
late King; and he had appointed commiffioners to take poffeffion of the reve
nues ; but as they had not proceeded far in the execution of their office, it was 
found neceffary to make a renewal of the grant. The preamble to the itatute 
promifes, that thefe funds fhould be employed to good and godly ufes, in ereCt: .. 
ing grammar fchools, in farther augmenting the univerfities, and in making better 
provifion for the poor and needy t. But the rapacious courtiers had already de
voured the prey in their imaginations; and it was not long before it was !bared 

·out among them. 
IT was alfo enacted, that all who denied the King's fupremacy, or afferted the 

pope's, fhould, for the firft offence, forfeit their goods and chattels, and fuffer 
imprifonment during pleafure; for the fecond offence, !hould incur the pain of 
prtemunire; and for the third offence be attainted of treafon. But if any, after 
the firft of March next, endeavoured, by writing, printing, or any overt aCt or 
deed, to deprive the King of his eftate or titles, particularly of his fuprernac.y, 
or to confer them on any other, he was to be adjudged guilty of treafon. If any 
of the heirs of the crown fhould ufurp upon another, or endeavour to break the 
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order of fuccefiion, it was declared treafon in them, their aiders and abetters. 
Thefe were the moft confiderable aCl:s paffed during this feffion. The members
difcovered a very paffive difpofition with regard to religion : S01ne few appeared 
zealous for the reformation : Others harboured fecretly a il:rong incJination to 
the catholic faith : But the grtateft part appeared willing to take any impreffion 
which they fbould receive fron1 intereft,. authority,. or the rdgning fafhion i. 

THE convocation met at the fame time with the Parliament ; and as it appear .. 
ed, that their debates were at firft cramped by the rigour of the ftatute of the fix 
articles, the King granted them a difpenfation from that law, before it was re
pealed by Parliament 11· The lower houfe of convocation applied to have liberty 
of fitting with the commons in Parliament; or if this privilege was refufed 
them, which they claimed as their ancient right, they defired that no law regard
ing religion, might pafs in Parliament without their confent and approbation. 
But the principles which now prevailed, were more advantageous to the civil 
than the ecclefiaftical power ; and tho' there is reafon to think, that the lower 
clergy fent, during fome time, reprefentatives to the houfe of commons*;· 
yet that practice had been abolHhed for above twO: centuries; ·and the prefent 
junB:ure was very little favourable for attempting to revive it. 

THE protector had permitted the repeal of that law, which gave to the King's 
proclamations the authority of ftatutes ; but he did not intend to renounce that 
arbitrary or difcretionary exercife of power, which had ever been affumed by the 
trown, and which it is difficult to diftinguifh exaCtly from the power of making 
Jaws. He even continued to exert this authority in fome particulars, which were 
regarded as the moft momentuous. Orders were iffued by council, that candles 
fhould no longer be carried about on Candlemas-day, allies on Afh-wednefday, 
palmes on Palm-funday t. Thefe were ancient religious praCtices, now deno
minated fuperftitions; tho' it is very fortunate for n1ankind, when fuperftition hap
pens to take a direction fo innocent and inoffenfive. The fevere difpofition which 
naturally attends all reformers, prompted likewife the council to abolifh fame gay 
and ihowy ceremonies, which belonged to the ancient religion :J:. 

AN order was alfo iffued by the council for the retnoval of all images from the 
churches : An innovation which was much defired by all the reformers, and which 
alone, with regard to the populace, amounted almoft to a total change of the 
eftablifhed religion ll· An attempt had been made to feparate the ufe of images 
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rom their abufe, the reverence from the worfhip of them; but the execution of this defign was found, upon trial, very difficult, if not wholly impracticable. 

As private n1affes were abolifhed by law, it became neceffary to frame a new communion-office ; and the council went fo far, in the preface which they had prefixed to this work, as to leave the praCl:ice of auricular confeffion wholly indifferent§. This was a prelude to the entire abolition of that invention, one of the moft powerful engine that ever was contrived for degrading the laity, and giving their fpiritual guides an entire afcendant over them. And it may juftly be faid, that tho' the prieft's abfolution, which attends confeffion, ferves fomewhat to eafe weak minds from the immediate agonies of fuperfl:itious terror, it operates only by ftrongly enforcing fuperftition itfelf, and thereby preparing the mind for a more violent relapfe into the fame diforders. 
THE people were at that time extremely diflraCl:ed, by the oppofite opinions of their preachers; and as they were totally incapable to judge of the reafons advanced on either fide, and -naturally regarded every thing which they heard at church, as of equal authority, a great confufion and fluCtuation refulted from this uncertainty. The council firft endeavoured to remedy that inconvenience, by laying fome reftraints on preaching ; but finding this expedient ineffectual, they im. pofed a total filence on the preachers, and thus put an end at once to all the polemics of the pulpit*· By the nature of things, this refl:raint could only be temporary. For in proportion as the ceremonies of public worlhip, its fhows and exterior obfervances, were retrenched by the reformers, the people were inclined to contract a fl:ronger attachment to fermons, whence alone they received any occupation or an1ufement. The ancient religion, by giving its votaries fome .. thing to do, freed them from the trouble of knowing: Sermons were only delivered in the principal churches, and at fome particular fafi:s and fefl:ivals : And the practice of haranguing the populace, which, if abufed, is fo powerful an incitement to faction and fedition, had much lefs fcope and influence during 

thofe ages. 
THE greater progrefs was made towards a reformation in England, the further 
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did the protector find himfelf from all profpeCt of compleating the union with Affairs <'f Scotland ; and the ~een-dowager, as well as the clergy, became the more Sco~land . averfe to all alliance with a nation which had departed fo far from all ancient principles. Somerfet, having taken the town of Haddington, had ordered it to be ftrongly garrifoned and fortified, by lord Gray: He alfo erected fome fortifica-
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Chap. I . tions at Lauder: And he hoped, that thefe two places, together with Br"ot1ghty-
J 5·}8• and fome fmaller fo rrreffes, which were in the hands of the Engliih, would ferve 

as a curb to Scotland ; and would give him accefs into the heart of the 

coun~ry. 

ARRA., being difappointed·in fome attempts on Broughty, relied chiefly on the 
fuccours expected from France, for the recovery of thefe places; and they ar

rived at laft in the Firth, to the number of fix thoufand men; one half of whom 

were Germans. They were commanded by Deffe, and under him by Andelot, 

Strozz i, Meilleraye, count Rhingrave. The Scotch were at that time fo funk 

by their misfortunes, that five hundred Engli1h horfe were able to ravage the 

whole country without refiftance; and make inroads to the gates of the ca
pital t: But on the appearance of the French fuccours, they collected more 
courage ; and having joined Deffe with a confiderable reinforcement, they laid 
fiege to Haddington :J:~ This was an undertaking for which they were themfelves 
totally unfit; being only praftifed in a kind of defultory war, where they ferved 

without pay, and with a few weeks provifions, which they brought along with 

them. Even with the affiftance of the French, they placed their chief hopes of 

fuccefs in ftarving the garrifon ; and after fome vain attempts to take the place by a 

regular fiege, the blockade of Haddington was formed. The garrifon were re!" 
pulfed with lofs in feveral fallies which they made upon the befiegers. 

THE hoftile attempts which the late King and the proteCtor had made ag4infr 

Scotland, not being fteddy,. regular, nor pufi1ed to the laft extremity, had ferved 
on1y to irritate the nation, and to infpire them with the ftrongeft averfion to that 
confederacy which was courted in fo violent a manner. Even thofe who were 
inclined to the Engliih alliance, were difpleafed to have it impofed on them by 
force of arms; and the earl of Huntley in particular, faid pleafantly, that . he 

difiiked not the match, but he hated the manner of wooing 11 · The Qy.een

dowager, finding thefe fentiments to prevail, called a Parliament, in an abbey 

near Haddington ; and it was there propofed, that the young QEeen, for her 

greater fecurity, 1hould be fent to France, and be committed to the protection of 

that ancient ally. Some objected, that this meafure was defperate, allowed no 
refource in cafe of mifcarriage, expofed the Scotch to be fubjeCl:ed by foreigners, 
involved them in perpetual war with England, and left them no expedient by 
which they could conciliate the friendfhip of that powerful nation. It was an
fwered, on the other hand, that the ~een's prefence was the very caufe of war 

with England ; that that nation would defifl: when they found that their views 

t Beague, hi fr. of the Campagnes, 15 48 and 15 49, p. 6. 
!I Heylin, p. 46. P:ttten. 

t Hollingfhed, p. 993· 
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f forcing a marriage had become altogether impraB:icable; and that Henry, Chap. I. 
being engaged by fo high a mark of confidence, would take their fovereigr un· 154f' .. 

der his guardianfuip, and u le his utmoft efforts to defend the kingdom. Thefe 
arguments were aided by French gold, which was plentifully diftributed among 
the nobles. The governor had a penfion conferred on him of twelve thoufand 
livres a year, received ·he title of duke of Chatelrault, and obtained for his fon 
the command of an hundred men at arms*. And as all . the clergy dreaded the 
confequences of the Englifh alliance, they feconded this meafure with all the zeal 
and induftry which either principles or intereft could infpire. It was accordingly Young ~een 
determined to fend the ~een to France; and what was underftood to be the ne- ?f ScFots fent 

. mto ranee. 
ceffary confequence, to marry her to the dauphin. Villegaignon, commander of 
four French gallies lying in the Firth of Forth, fet fail as if he intended to return 
home ; but when he reached the open fea, he turned northwards, paffed by the 
Orkneys, and came in on the weft coaft at Dunbarton : A very extraordinary 
voyage for Jhips of that fabric t. The young ~een was there committed to him; 
and being.attended with the lords Are:fkine and Livingftone, fue put to fea, and 
after meeting with fome tempeftuous weather, arrived fafely at Breft, whence ilie 
was conducted to Paris, and foon after 1he. was betrothed to the dauphin. 

SoMERSET, pre1fed by many difficulties at home, and defpairing of fuccefs in 
his enterprize againft Scotlan i, was deflrous of compofing the differences with 
that kingdom, and he offered the Scotch a ten years truce; but as they infifted 
on his reftoring all the places which he had taken, the propofal came to nothing • . 
The Scotch took the tortreffes of Hume and Faft-caftle, by furprize, and put 
the garrifon to the fword: They repulfed, with lofs, the Englifh, who, under 
the command of lord Seymour, made a defcent, firft in Fife, and then at Mon
trofe: In the former aCtion, J ames Stuart, natural brother to the ~een, ac
quired great honour; in the fecond action, Arefkine of Dun. An attempt 
was made by Sir R·obert Bowes and Sir Thomas Palmer, at the head of a 
confiderable body, to throw relief 'into Haddington ; but thefe troops falling 
into an ambufcade, were almoft wholly cut in pieces :f:. And tho' a fmall body 
of two hundred men efcaped all the vigilance of the French, and arrived fafely in 
Haddington, with fome ammunition and provifions, the garrifon was reduced 
to fuch difficulties, that the proteCtor found it neceffary to provide more effectu
ally fvr their relie . e raifed an army of eighteen thoufand men, and adding three 
thoufand Germans, who, on the diffolution of the proteftant alliance, had offered 

*- Burnet, voJ.ll. p. 83. 
t 1huanus, lib. V. c. 15. 
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their fervice to England, he gave the command of the whole to the earl of 
Shrewfbury ll · D' Effe raifed the fiege on the approach of the Engli!h; and 
with great difficulty made good his retreat to Edinburgh, where he pofted 
himfelf advantageoufiy: Shrewibury, who had loft the opportunity of attack
ing ·him on his march, durft not give him battle in his prefent fituation; ~nd 
contenting himfelf with the advantage already gained of fupplying Haddington, 
he· retired into England . 

DuRING the abode of the French troops many complaints had arifen between 
them and the Scotch ; and a fmall accident* having excited a tumult in Edin-

'burgh, the provoft and his fon were unfortunately killed by the French foldiers. 
This event increafed the animofity between the two nations: But D' Effe, in oraer 
to 1nake atonement for that act of violence, led his troops haftily ·to Haddington, 
and in the night-time attempted to furprize the town. .He found the garrifon un
prepared to refift him ; and had already entered the outer cour.t : But a French 
deferter firing a cannon, which · pointed towards the gates, the lhot fell among 
the thickeft of the enemy, and made fuch havoc as threw the whole into 
confufion, and enabled the Englilh to repulfe them. lt is pretended, that n 
lefs than a hundred perfons fell by this fingle 1hot. 

THE French general was a man of ability and experience; but as he had not 
the good fortune to be acceptable to .the Scotch nation, it was thought proper to 
recall him, and to fend over De Thermes in his place. D' Effe, before his de
parture, fortified Leith, which, from a fmall village, foon became a confiderable 
town, by the concourfe of inhabitants, who found there a fecurity, which they 
could no where elfe enjoy in Scotland. He alfo attacked an Englifh garrifon in 
Inch-keith, an ifiand oppofite to that harbour, and made them prifoners. After 
thefe exploits, he refigned his command to De Thermes, who brought over with 
him Monluc, bi!hop of Valence, a man celebrated for wifdom and capacity. 
1""'his prelate was named chancellor of the kingdom ; and it was probably intend
ed, by his means, to infpire the nation with fome greater attachment to the prin
dples of law and equity: But the Scotch, impatient of reftraint, and jealous of 
a foreigner, expreffed fuch difcontent, that it was thought more prudent foon 
after to recall him t. 

THo' the proteCtion of France was of great confequence to the Scotch., in fup
_porting then1 againft the invafions of England, they reaped frill more benefit 
from the diftraCl:ions and divifions which had crept -into the councils of that Jatter 

kingdom. 

11 H ayward, p. 29 I. 
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ihgdom. Even the two brothers, the protector and admiral, not contented with Chap. r. 
the high ftations which they feverally enjo_ ed, and the great eminence to which they 15+8• 

had rifen, had entertained the moft violent jealoufy of each other's authority; 
1
Cadbasls of 
or eymour. 

and they divided the whole court and kingdom, by their oppofite cabals and pre-
tenfions. Lord Seymour was a man of infatiable ambition, arrogant, affuming, 
implacable; and tho' efi:eemed of fuperior capacity to the protector, he poifeifed 
not to the fame degree the confidence and regard of the people. By his flattery 
and addrefs, he had fo infinuated himfelf into the good graces of the ~een~ 
dowager, that, forgetting her ufual prudence and decency, fhe married hin1 im-
mediately upon the deceafe of the late King : Infomuch, that, had fhe foon 
proved pregnant,. it might have been doubtful to which hulband the child be-
longed. The credit and riches of this alliance fupported the an1bition of the 
admiral ; but gave umbrage to the dutchefs of Somerfet, who, uneafy that the, 
younger brother's wife fhould have the precedency, employed all her intereft with 
her hufband,. which was too great, firft to create, and then to widen a breach 
between the two brothers :J:. 

THE firft fymptoms of this mifunderftanding appeared when the protector 
commanded the army In Scotland. The fecretary, Paget, a man entirely 
devoted to Somerfet, remarked, that Se.ymour was forming feparate intrigues 
among the counfellors ; was corrupting, by prefents, the King's fervants; 
and even endeavouring, by improper indu]gencies and liberalities,. to captivate 
the affeCtions of the young monarch. · Paget reprefented to him the dangtr. 
of this conduCt ; defired him to reflect on the numerous enemies whom the 
udden elevation of their family had created ; and warned him that any dif

fenfion between him and the protector, would be greedily laid hold of, to 
draw on the ruin of both. Finding his remonftrances ineffectual, he convey-

cl intelligence of the danger to Somerfet, and engaged him to leave the enter
prize againft Scotland unfinifhed, in order to guard againft the attempts of his 
domeftic enemies. In the enfuing Parliament, the admiral's projects appeared 
ftill more hazardous to· public tranquillity; and as he had acquired many 
partizans and retainers, he made a direct attack upon his brother's autho· 
rity. He reprefented to his friends, that formerly, during a minority, the 

ffice of protector of the kingdom had been kept feparate from that of . governor 
of the king's perfon; and that the prefent union of thefe two important trufts, 
onferred on Somerfet an authority which could not fafely be lodged in any fub.

jeet ll· He even prevailed on the young . King, to write a letter to the Parlia,. 
ment, 

t Hayward, p. 301. He}lin, p. 72. C'Wtden Thuanus, lib. VI. c; 5• Haynes, p .. 69. 
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n1ent, defiring that Seymour might be appointed his governor ; and he had 
formed a party in the two houfes, by which he hoped to have effetl:ed his pur· 
pofe. The defign was difcovered before its execution ; and fome common friends 
were fent to remonftrate with him, but had fo little influence, that he threw out 
n1any tnenacing expreffions, and rafhly threatened, that, if he was thwarted in 
his attempt, he would make this Parliament the blackeft that ever was in Eng
land*. '"rhe council fent for him, to anfwer for his conduB:; but he refufed 
to attend: They then began to threaten in their turn, and informed him, that 
the King's letter, inftead of availing him any thing to the execution of his pur
pofe, would be imputed to him as a criminal enterprize, and be conftrued a de
fign to difturb the government, by forming a feparate intereft with a child and 
n1inor. They even let fall fome menaces of fending him to the Tower for 
his temerity ; and the admiral finding himfelf prevented in his defign, was ob
liged to fubmit, and to defire a reconcilement with his brother. 

THE mild and moderate temper of Somerfet n1ade him willing to forget thefe 
enterprizes of the adtniral ; but the ambition of that nubulent fpirit could not 
be fo eafily appeafed. His fpoufe, the ~een-dowager, died in child-bed; but 
fo far from regarding this event as a check to his afpiring views, he founded 
on it the fcheme of a more extraordinary elevation. He made his addreffes to the 
lady Elizabeth, then in the fixteenth year of her age; and that princefs, whom 
even the hurry of bufinefs, and the purfuits of ambition, could not, in 
her more advanced years, difengage entirely from the tender paffions, feems 
to have liftened to the infinuations of a man who poffelfed every talent proper to 
captivate the affeCtions of the fair t. But as Henry the eighth had excluded his 
daughters fron1 all hopes of fucceffion, if th :y married without the confent of 
his e~ec.utors, which Seymour could never hope to obtain; it was concluded, 
that he propofed to effectuate hi' purpofe by expedients flill more rafh and more 
criminal. All the other meafures of the admiral tended to confirm this fufpicion. 
He continued to attack, by prefents, the fidelity of all thofe who had n1ore imme
diate accefs to the King's perfon : He endeavoured to feduce that young prince into 
his interefts : He found means of holding a private correfpondence with him : 
I-fe publicly decried his brother's adminifi:ration ; and alferted, that by enlifting 
Germans, and other foreigners, he intended to form a mercenary army, which 
endangered the King's authority, and the liberty of the people: By promi[es 
and perfuafion he brought over to his party many of the principal nobility; and 
had di(hibuted his intereft all over England: He negletl:ed not even the moft 

popular 
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popular perfons of inferior rank; and had computed, that he could, on occafion, 
command the fervice of ten thoufand men, among his fervants, tenants, and re
tainers t : He had already provided arms for their ufe ; and having engaged in 
his interefts Sir John Sharington, a very corrupt man, m after of the mint at 
Briftol, he flattered himfelf that money would not be wanting. Somerfet was 
well informed of all thefe alarming circumftances, and endeavoured by the moft 
friendly expedients, by in treaty, reafon, and even by heaping new favours upon 
him, to make him depart from his precipitant councils : But finding all his en-
deavours ineffectual, he began to think of more fevere ren1edies. The earl of 
vVarwic was an ill inftrument between the brothers ; and had formed the defign, 
by inflaming the quarrel, to raife his own fortune on both their ruins. 

DunLEY, earl of Warwic, was the fon of that Dudley, minifter to Henry the Dudley, earl 
[eventh, who having, by rapine, extortion, and perverfion of law, incurred of Warwic. 

the hatred of the public, had been facrificed to popular animoflty, in the be-
ginning of the fubfequent reign. The late King, fenfible of the iniquity, at 
leaft illegality of the fentence, had afterwards reftored young Dudley's blood by 
aCt of parliament; and finding him endowed with ability, induftry, and enter-
prize, he had entrufted him with many important commands, and had ever 
found him fuccefsful in all his undertakings. He raifed him to the dignity of 
vifcount LiOe, conferred on him the office of admiral, and gave him by his will 
a place among his executors. Dudley made ftill farther progrefs during the mi· 
nority ; and having obtained the title of earl of Warwic, and undermined the 
credit of Southampton, he bore the firfl: rank among the proteCtor's counfellors. 
The viCtory, gained at Pin key, was much afcribed to his courage and conduCt; and 
he was univerfaliy regarded as a man equally endowed with the talents of peace and 
war. But all thefe virtues were obfcured by frill greater vices; an exorbitant 
ambition, an infatiable avarice, a neglect of decency, a contempt of juftice: 
And as he found, that lord Seymour, whofe ability and enterprize he chiefly 
dreaded, was involving himfelf in ruin, by his rafh councils, he was determined 
to pufh him to the precipice; and thereby remove the chief obftacle to his own 
projected greatnefs. 

WHEN Somerfet found that the public peace was expofed by his brother's fedi
tious, if not rebellious, fchemes, he was the more eafily perfuaded, by Warwic, 
to employ the extent of royal authority againft him; and after depriving him of 
the office of admiral, he figned a warrant for committing him to the 1'ower. 
Some of his accomplices were alfo taken into cuftody; and three privy counfellors, 
being fent to examine them, made a report, that they had met with very full 
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Chap. I. and important difcoveries. Y et frill the proteCl:or fufpended the blow, and 
1

5+
8

• 1howed a reluctance to ruin his brother. He offered to depart from the profecu
tion, if Seymour would promife him a cordial reconcilement ; and relinquilhing 
all ambitious hopes, be contented with a private life, aild retire into the country. 
But as Seymour made no other anfwer to thefe friendly offers than menaces and 
defiances, he ordered a charge to be drawn up againft him, confifting of thirty

t hree articles 11 ; and the whole to be laid before the privy-council. It is pre

tended, that every particular was fo inconteftibly proved, both by witneffes and 
his own hand-writing, that there was no room for doubt; yet did the council 

think proper to go in a body to the Tower, in order more fully to examine the 
prifoner. He was not daunted by the appearance; '" but boldly demanded a fair 

trial ; required to be confronted with the wifneifes ; defired that the charge might 
be left with him, in order to be confidered; and refufed to anfwer any interroga
tories, by which he might enfnare himfelf. 

IT is apparent, that notwithftanding what is pretended, there muft have been 

fome deficiency in the evidence ag ainft Seymour, when fuch demands, founded 
on the plaineft principles of law and equity, were abfolutely rejected. We 1hall 
indeed conclude, if we carefully examine the charge, that many of the articles 
were general, and fcarce capable of any proof; n1any of them, if true, fuf

ceptible of a more favourable interpretation ; and that, tho' on the whole, Sey

n1our appears to have been a very dangerous fubject, yet he had not advanced far 

in thofe treafonable projects imputed to him. The chief part of his guilt feems 
to have confifted in fame unw~rrantable practices in the admiralty, by which 
pyrates were protected , and illegal impofitions laid upon the merchants. 

BuT the adminiftration had, at that time, an eafy inftrument of vengeance, to 
wit, the Parliament; and needed not give themfelves any concern with regard 

A Parliament. either to the guilt of tne perfons whom they profecuted, or the evidence which 

+ 1 'ovcm- could be produced againfl them. A feffion of Parliament being held, it was 
her. propofed to proceed againfi Seymour by bill of attainder; and much perfuafion 

being employed to engage the young King to confent to it, a confiderable weight 

1 :+9
· was put on his approbation. The matter was firft laid before the upper houfe; 

and feveral peers, rifing up in their places, gave an account of what they knew 

concerning lord Seymour's conduct, and his criminal words or actions. Thefe 
narratives were received for undoubted evidence; and tho' the prifoner had for-

.:'\.ttaindcr of merly engaged many friends and partizans among the nobility, no one had either 
lord Scymour. t 1e courage or equity to move, that he might be heard in his own defence, that 

the teft imony againft him !hould be delivered in a legal manner, and that he 
ihould 

U Bnrnet, vol. II. Coli. 31. 2 & 3 Edw. VI. c. 18. 
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fhould be confronted with the witneffes. A little n1ore fcrup!e was n1ade i, the Clnp. r. 
houfe of commons: There were even fome members who objected at>ainft the whole 1 5+9· 
method of proceeding by bills of attainder, paffed in abfence; and required , zoth l Jarch. 

that a formal trial fhould be given to every man before his condemnation . But Eis cxccn

upon receiving a meffage from the King, requiring them to 1..iroceed, and tion. 

offering that the fame narratives fhould be laid before thetn which had fatisfied the 
peers, they were eafily prevailed on to acquiefce *· The bi ll pa ffcd in a very full 
houfe. Near four hundred voted for it; and not above nine or ten againfl: it i ·. 
The fentence was foon after executed, and the prifoner was beheaded on Tower-
hill. The warrant was ligned by Somerfet, who was expofed to much blame, 
on account of the violence of thefe proceedings. The attempts of the ad miral 
feemed chiefly to be levelled againft his brother's ufurped authority; and tho' his 
ambitious, enterprizing character, encouraged by a marriage with the lady Eli-
zabeth, might have proved dangerous to public tranquillity, the prudence of 
forefeeing dangers at fuch a diftance, was efteemed too great, and the remedy 
was plainly illegal. It could only be faid, that this bill of attainder was fome-
what more tolerable than the preceding ones, to which the nation had been ac-
cuftomed. For here, at leaft, fome fhadow of evidence was produced. 

ALL the other confiderable bufinefs tranfaCl:ed this feffion, befides the attainder Ecclefia!l:ical 
of Jord Seymour, regarded ecclefiaftical matters; which were now the chief affa irs. 

concern of the nation. A committee of bi!hops and divines had been appointed 
by the council, to frame a liturgy for the fervice of the church ; and they had 
executed the work committed to them. They proceeded with great moderation 
in this delicate undertaking : They retained as .much of the ancient mafs as the 
principles of the reformers would permit : They indulged nothing to the fpiri t 
of contradiction, which fo naturally takes place in all great innovations: And they 
flattered themfelves, that they had framed a fervice, in which every denomination 
of Chriflians might, without fcruple, concur. The mafs had been always celebrat-
ed in Latin; a praCtice which might have been efteemed abfurd, had it not been 
found ufeful to the clergy, by impreffing the people with an idea of fome InyO:e-
rious unknown virtue in thofe rites, and by checking all their pretenfions to be 
familiarly acquainted with their religion. But as the reformers pretended in fon1e 
few particulars to encourage private judgment in the laity, the tranOJtion of the 
liturgy, as well as of the fcriptures, into the vulgar tongue, feemed more con-
formable to the genius of their feet; and this innovation, with the retrenchment 
Qf prayers to faints, and of fome fuperftitious ceremonies, was the chief differ-
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ence between the old mafs and the new liturgy. The Parliament dtabli01ed 

this form of worfhip in all the churches, and ordered an uniformity to be ob

ferved in all the rites and ceremonies t. 
THERE was another very material aCt, which paffed this feffion. The former 

canons had eftablifhed the celibacy of the clergy ; and though this praCtice be 

ufually afcribed to the policy of the court of Rome, who thought, that the eccle

fiaftics would be more devoted to their rpiritual head, and lefs dependant on the 

civil magiftrate, when freed from the powerful tyes of wives and children ; yet was 
this inftitution much forwarded by the principles of fuperftition inherent in human 

nature. Thefe principles had rendered the panegyrics of an inviolate chaftity fo 
frequent among the antient fathers, long before the eftablifhment of celibacy. 

And even the Englifh parliament, though they framed a law, permitting the 

marriages of priefts, yet confefs, in the preamble, " that it were better for priefrs 
" and the minifters of the church to ltve chafre and without marriage, and i-t 
" were much to be wi!hed they would of themfelves abftain." 'I'he inconveni

ences, which had arifen from compellingchaftity and prohibiting marriage, are the 

reafon affigned for indulging a liberty in this particular t. The ideas of pen

nance alfo were fo much retained in other particulars, that an aCt of parliament 

paired, prohibiting the ufe of flefh, during Lent and the other times of abfti-

nence *. 

t 2 & 3 Edw. VI. cap. r. t 2 & 3 E6w. VI. cap. 2r. * 2 & 3 Edw. VI. cap. 19. 
Another aB:, paffed this feilion, takes notice in t'le preamble, that the city of York, formerly well 
inhabited, was now much decayed: Infomuch that many of the cures could not afford a competent 
maintenance to the incumbents. To remedy this inconvenience, the magifrrates were empowered to 
unite as many pari!hes as they thought proper. An ecclefiaftical hiftorian, Collier, vol. ii. p. 230, 
thinks, that this decay of York is chiefly to be afcribed to the diffolution of mona.freries,. by which the 

revenues fell into the hands of perfons who lived a; a difiance. 

A very grievous tax was impofed this feffion upon the whole frock and monied intereft of the king· 

dom, and even upon its induftry. It was a !hilling in the pound yearly, during three years, on every 

perfon worth ten pounds or upwards : The double on aliens and denizons. Thefe Jail, if above twelve 

years of age, and if worth lefs than twenty ihillings, were to pay eight pence yearly. Every wether 

was to pay two pence yearly; every ewe three pence. The woolen manufaCturers were to pay eight 
pence a pound on the value of all the cloth they made. Thefe exorbitant taxes on money are a proof, 
that few people lived on the money lent out at intereft: For this tax amounts to the half of the 

yearly income of all money-holders, during three years, eilimating their intereft at the rate allowed 

by law; and was too grievous to be born, if mar.y perfons had been affeCted by it. It is remarkable, 
that no tax at all was laid upon land this feffion. The profits of merchandife were commonly fo 
high, that it was fuppofed it could bear this impofition. The moft abfurd part of the law feems to 

be the tax upon the woolen manufaCture. See z k 3 Edw. VI. tap. 36. The fubfequent Parliament 
repealed 



THE principal tenets and praCtices of the catholic religion were now abolifhed, and the reformation, fuch as we enjoy it at prefent, was almoft entirely compleated in England. But the doCtrine of the real prefence, though tacitly condemned by the new communion-fervice and by the prvhibition of many antient rites, ftill retained fome hold of the minds of men; and it was the laft doCtrine of popery, which was wholly abandoned by the people t. The extreme attachment of the late King to that tenet might be fome ground for this obftinacy ; but the chief caufe . was really the extren:e abfurdity of the principle itfelf, and the profound veneration, which of courfe it impreifed on the underfl:anding. The priefts Iikewife were much inclined to favour an opinion, which attributed to them fo miraculous a power ; and the people, who believed that they participated of the very body and blood of their Saviour, were lcth to renounce fo extraordinary, and as they imagined, fo falutary a privilege. The general attachment to this dogma was fo violent, that the Lutherans, notwithftanding their feparation from Rome, had thought proper, under another name, ftill to retain it: And the catholic preachers, in England, when reftrained in every other particular, could not forbear, on every occafion, from inculcating that tenet. Bonner, for this offence among others, had been tried by the council, had been deprived of his fee, and had been committed to cufl:ody. Gardiner alfo, who had recovered his liberty, appeared anew refraCtory to the authority, which eftabli!hed the late innovations ; and he feerned willing to countenance that opinion, much favoured by all the Englifh catholics, that the King was indeed fupreme head of the church, but not the council, during a minority. Having declined giving full fatiffaetion on this head, he was fent to the 'rower, and threatened with farther effeCts of the council's difpleafure. 
THESE feverities, being exercifed agaird1 men, poffeffed of office and authority, feemed a neceffary policy, in order to inforce an l.miformity in public wor!hip and difcipline: But there were other inftances of perfecution, which were derived from no other origin than the bigotry of theologians; a malady, which feems almoft incurable. Tho' the proteftant divines had ventured to renounce opinions, deemed certain during fo many centuries, they regarded, in their turn, the new fyftem as fo certain, that they could bear no contradiCtion 

with 
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with regard to it; and they were ready to burn in the fame flames, from which 
they themfelves had fo narrowl y efcaped, every one who had the aifurance to oppofe 
them. A commiiTion by aB: of counci l was granted to the p1 imate and fome 
others, to examine and fearch after all anabaptifis, heretics, or contemners of the 
bo k of common prayer*. They were enjoined to reclaim them, if poffible; 
to im pofe pennance on them ; and to give them abfolution : Or if they were 
obflinatc, to excommunicate and imprifon them, and to deliver them over to 
the fecular arm : And in the execution of this charge, the commiffioners ~ere not 
bound to obferve the ordinary methods of trial ; the forms of law were difpenfed 
with, and if any fiatutes happened to interfere with the powers in the commiffion, 
they were overpruled and abrogated by the council. Some tradefmen in London 
were brought before thefe commiffioners, and were accufed of maintaining, among 
other opinions, that a man regenerate could not fin, ar. d that though the outward 
tnan might offend, the inward was incapable of all guilt. They were prevailed 
on to abjure and were difmiifed. But there was a woman accufed of Heretical 
pravity, called Joan Bocher, orJoan of Kent, who was fo extremely obftinate, that 
the commiffioners could gain nothing upon her. Her doctrine was, " that Chrift 
" was not truly incarnate of the virgin, whofe flefb, being the outward n1an, was 
" finfully begotten and born in fin; and confequently, he could take none of 
" it : But the word, by the confent of the inward man of the virgin, was made 
" flefh t ." This opinion, it would fee m, is not orthodox ; and there was a 
r,eceffity for delivering the woman to the flames for maintaining it. But the 
young King, tho' in fuch tender years, had more fenfe than all his counfellors 
and preceptors; and be long refufed to fign the warrant for her execution. 
Cranmer was employed to perfwade him to compliance ; and he faid, that there · 
was a great difference between errors in other points of divinity, and thofe which 
were directly contradictory to the Apoftles creed: Thefe latter were impieties 
againfi God, which the prince, being God's deputy, ought to reprefs; in like 
manner, as the King's deputies were bound to puniih offences againfl the King's 
perfon. Edward, overcome by importunity more than reafon, at laft fubmit
ted, tho' with tears in his eyes ; and he told Cranmer, that, if any wrong 
was done, the guilt fhould Jie entirely on his head. The primate, after 
making a new effort to reclaim the woman from her errors, and finding 
her obftinate againft all his argUinents, at laft committed her to the flames. 
Some time after, a Dutchman, called Van ,Paris, accufed of the herefy which has 
received the name of Arianifm, was condemned to the fame punifhment. He 
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fuffered with fo tnuch fatisfaction, that he hugged and care !fed the faggots, which 
were confuming him ; a fpecies of frenzy of which there is more than one 
infrance among the martyrs of this age*. 

THEsE rigorous methods of proceeding foon brought the whole nation to a 
conformity with the new doCl:rine and the new liturgy. The lady Mary a] one 
continued to adhere to the maf~, and refufed to admit the efl:ablilhed modes of 
worfl1ip. When preffed and menac~d on this head, fhe applied to the emperor; 
who, ufing his intereft with Sir Philip Hobbey, the Englifl1 ambaifador pro
Cllred her a temporary connivance from the council t. 

C H A P. II. 

Difcontents of the people.-InfurreCJions.-Condutl if the rzcar with 
Scotland-with France.--FaClions in the council.-Confpi
racy againfl SomeJfet.-Somerfet rejigns the proteClorjhip.-A 
ParHament.-Peace with France and Scotland.-Boulogne jitr
rendered.--Perfecution if Gardiner.--Warrzvic created duke of 
Northumberland.-His ambz'tion.-Trial if Somerfet.-His 
execution.-A Parfiament.-A nerzv Parliament.-Succe/JioJz 
changed.-'Ihe King's ficknefs--and death. 
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HERE is no abufe fo great, in civil fociety, as not to be attended with a 
1549

• 

great variety of beneficial confequences ; and in the beginnings of re-
formation, the lofs of thefe advantages is always felt very fenfibly, while the D ifcontent£of 

b r. . f h h . h n !r n. f . d . r.l , the people. enefit, re1ultmg rom t e c ange, 1s t e ow euel..L o tlme, an IS 1t oom per-
ceived by the bulk of a nation. Scarce any infiitution can be imagined Jefs fa
vourable, in the main, to the interefts of mankind than that of monks and fri ars ; 
yet was it followed by many good effects, which, having ceafed by the fuppref-
fion of rnonafteries, were very much regreted by the people of England. T'he 
monks, refiding always in their convents, in the heart of their efl:ates, fpent their 
money in the provinces and among their tenants, afforded a ready market for 
commodities, were a fure refource to the poor and indigent; and though their 
hofpitality and charity gave but too much encouragement to idlenefs, and pre-
vented the encreafe of public riches, yet did it provide to many a remedy againft 
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Chap. H. the extreme prdfures of want and neceffity. It is alfo obfervable, that, as 
1549· the friars were limited by the rules of their infritution, to a certain train of life, 

they had not equal motives for avarice with other men ; and they were acknow
ledged to have been in England, as they frill are in Roman catholic countries, 
the befl: and moft indulgent landlords. The abbots and priors were allowed to 
g ive leafes at an under-value, and to receive, in return, a large prefent from the 

ten ant ; in the fame manner as is frill practifed by the bi!hops and colleges. But 
when the abbey~Jands were difrributed among the great nobility and courtiers, 
they fell w~der a different management: The rents of farms were raifed, while 
the tenants found not the fame fac ility in difpofing of the produce; the money 
was fpent in the capital; and the farmers, living at a diftance, were expofed to 
all the oppreffions of their new n1afrers, or to the frill greater rapacity of the 
ftewards. 

THESE complaints of the common people were at that time heightened by 
other caufes. The arts of manufacture were much more advanced in other Eu_ 

ropean countries than in England; and even in England thefe arts had made 
greater progrefs than the knowledge of agriculture; a profeffion, which of all 
mechanical employments, requires the moft reflection and experience. A great 
demand arofe for wool both abroad and at home : Pafrurage was found more 
profitable than unfldlful tillage : "\iVhole eftates were laid wafte by inclofures : 
The tenants, regarded as a ufelefs burthen~ were expelled their habitations: Even 

the cottagers, deprived of the commons, on which they fed their cattle, were 
reduced to mifery : And a great decay of people, as well as diminution of the 
former plenty, was remarked in the kingdom*. This grievance was now of 
an old date ; and Sir Thomas More, alluding to it, obferves in his Utopia, that 
a !beep had become in England a more rapacious animal than a lion or wolf, 

and devoured whole villages, cities, and provinces. 

THE general encreafe alfo of gold and filver in Europe, after the difcovery of 

the Weft Indies, had a tendency to inflame thefe complaints. The growing de
mand, in the more commercial countries, had heightened every where the price 

of commodities, which could eafi1y be tranfported thither ; but in England, the 
labour of men, who could not fo eafily change their habitation, ftill remained 

nearly at the antient rates; and the poor people complained that they could no 
longer gain a fub!Hlence by their indufrry. It was by an addition alone of toi! 
and application they were enabled to provide a maintenance ; and tho' this en

Preafe of indufrry was at laft the effect of the prefent fituation, and an effect 
2 very 
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very beneficial to fociety, yet was it difficult for the people to fhake off their Chap. Tr. 

former habits of indolence ; and nothing but neceffity could compel them to that 1549· 

exertion of their faculties. 

IT muft alfo be remarked, that the profufion of Henry ~the eighth, had re
duced him, notwith fl anding his rapacity, to fuch difficulties, that he had been 
obliged to remedy a prefent neceffity, by the pernicious expedient of debafing 

the coin; and the wars, in which the protector had been involved, had induced 
him to carry ftill farther the fame abufe. The ufual confequences enfued : The 
good coin was hoarded or exported; bafe metal was coined at home or imported 
from abroad in great abundance ; the common people, who received their wages 

in it, could not purchafe commodities at the ufual rates; an univerfal diffidence 
and ftagnation of corn merce took place; and loud corn plaints were heard in every 
part of England. 

THE protector, who loved popularity, and compaffionated the condition of the 

people, encouraged thefe complaints by his endeavours to remedy them. He 
appointed a commiffion for making enquiry concerning inclofures ; and iffued a 
proclamation, ordering all late inclofures to be laid open by a day affigned. The 
populace, meeting with fuch countenance fr01n the government, began to rife in 
feveral places, and to commit diforders ; but were quieted by remonftrances and 
perfuafion. In order to give them greater fatisfatlion, Somerfet appointed new 

commiffioners, whom he fent every where, with an unlimited power to hear and 

determine all caufes about inclofures, high-ways, and cottages *. As the object 
of this commiffion was very difagreeable to the gentry and nobility, they called 

the commiffion arbitrary and illegal ; and the common people, feanng it would 

be eluded, and being impatient for immediate redrefs, could no longer contain 
their fury, but fought for a remedy by force of arms. The rifing began at once Infurreetions. 

in feveral pJrts of England, as if an univerfal confpiracy had been formed by the 
commonalty. The infurgents in Wiltfhire were difperfed by Sir William Her-
bert: Thofe in the neighbouring counties, Oxford and Glocefter, by lord Gray 
of Wilton. Many of the rioters were killed in the field : Others were executed 
by martial law. The commotions in 1-Iampfhire, Suifex, Kent, and other coun-

ties, were quieted by gentler methods; but the diforders in Devonfhire and Nor-
folk threatened the mofr fatal confequences. 

THE commonalty in Devon!hire began with the ufual pretence of inclofures 
and of oppreffions from the gentry; but the parifh priefr of Sampford-Courtenay, 
had the addrefs to give their difcontents a direction towards religion ; and the 
delicacy of this fubjecr, in the prefent emergence, made the jnfurreEtion imme-

T t diately 
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diately appear dangerous. In other counties, the gentry had kept clofely united 
with the government; but here many of them took part with the populace ; among 
others, Humphrey Arundel, governor of St. Michael's Mount. The rioters were 
brought to the form of a regular army, and amounted to the number of Io,ooo 
men. Lord Ru!fel had been fent againft them at the he a 1 of a fmali force ; 
but finding himfelf too weak to encounter them in the field, he kept at a dif
tance, ·and began to treat and negotiate with them ; in hopes of eluding their 
fury by delay, and of dif,erfing them by the difficulty of their fubfifling to
gether. Their demands were, that the mafs fhould be reftored, half of the 
abbey-lands refumed, the law of the fix articles executed, holy wat'er and holy 
bread refpeCted, and all other particular grievances redreffed *. The council, 
to whom Ruffel tranfmitted thefe demands, fent a haughty anfwer ; exhorted the 
rebels to difperfe; and promifed them pardon upon their immediate fubmiffion. 
Enraged at this difappointment, they marched to Exeter; carrying before them 
croffes, banners, holy Water, candlefticks, and other implements of- the antient 
fuperG:ition ; together with the hofte, which they covered with a canopy t. The 
inhabitants of Exeter fhut their gates ; and the infurgents, as they had no can· 
non, endeavoured to take the place, firll: by fcalade, then by mining, but were 
repulfed in all their attempts. Ruffel meanwhile lay at Honiton, till reinforced 
by Sir vVilliam I-Ierbert, and lord Gray, with fon1e German horfe, and fome 
ltali1n arquebufiers un.der Battifta Spinola. He then refolved to attempt the 
relief of Exeter, which was now reduced to extremities. He attacked the re
bels, drove them from all their pofts, committed great flaughter upon them both 
in the aCtion and purfuit t, and took many prifoners. Arundel and the other 
leaders were fent to London, tried and exeCLlted. Many of the inferior fort were 
put to death by martial law§ : The vicar of St. Thomas, one of the principal 
incendiaries, was hanged on the top of his own tower, arrayed in his popi!h 
weed,, with his beads at his girdle 11· 

THE infurreCtion in Norfolk rofe frill to a greater height, and was attended with 
greater violences. The populace were at firft excited, as in other places, by the 
complaints againft inclofures; but finding their numbers amount to twenty thou
fand men, they grew infolent on their force, and proceeded to more exorbitant 
pretenfions. They required the fuppreffion of the gentry, the placing new coun
fellors about the King, and the re-eftablifhment of the antient rites. One Ket, 
a tanner, had a.ffumed the government of them; and he exercifed his authority 

with 
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with the utmoft infolencc and outrage. Having taken pofie!ron of Moufhold- f'h:tp. II. 

I-fill near Norwich, he erected his tribunal under a.n old oak, thence called the 1549· 

oak of reformation ; and fummoning the gentry to appear before him, he gave 
fuch decrees as might be expected from his character and fituation. ~~he mar-
quis of Northampton was firft ordered againfi hirn; but met with a repulfe, 
in an action, where lord Sheffield was killed *. The proteCtor affeB:ed popu-
larity, and cared not to appear in perfon againft the infurgents : He therefore 
fent next the earl of W.arwic at the head of 6ooo men, levied for the wars againft 
Scotland; and he thereby afforded his mortal enemy an opportunity of augment-
ing his reputation and charaCter. W arwic, having tried fome fkirmifi1es with , 
the rebels, at laft made a general attack upon them, and put them to flight. 
Two thoufand of them fell in the fight and purfuit : Ket was hanged at Nor-
wich caftle ; nine of his followers on the boughs of the oak of reformation ; and 
the infurreB:ion was entirely fuppreffed. Some rebels in Yorklhire, hearing of 
the fate of their companions, accepted the offers of pardon, and threw down 
their arms. A general indemnity was foon after publifl1ed by the protector t. 

BuT tho' the infurreB:ions were thus quickly fuppreffed in England, and no 
traces of them feemed to remain, they were attended with'very bad confequences Condua of 
with regard to the foreign interefis of the nation. The forces of the earl of the \

1
vardwith 

. h" h . h h d . ili S 1 d Scot an . Warw1c, w tc m1g t ave ma e a great 1mpre 1on on cot an , were diverted 
from that enterprize; and De Thermes had leizure to reduce that country to 
fome fettlement and compofure. He took the fortrefs of Broughty, and put the 
garrifon to the fword. He ftraitened the Englifh at Haddington; and though 
lord Dacres found means to throw relief into the place, and to reinforce the gar
rifon, it was found very expenfive, and even impracticable to keep poffellion of 
that fortrefs. The whole country in the neighbourhood was laid wafie by the 
inroads both of the Scotch and Englifh, and could afford no fupply to the gar
rifon : The place lay above thirty miles from the borders ; fo that a regular army 
was neceffary to efcort thither any provifions : And as the plague had broke out 
among the troops, they perifhed daily, and were reduced to a ftate of great 
weaknefs. For thefe reafons, orders were given to difmantle Haddington, and 
to convoy the artillery and garrifon to Berwic ; and the earl of Rutland, now 
created warden of the eaft marches, executed the orders. 

THE ICing of France alfo took advantage of the diH:ractions of the Englifh, in 
order to recover Boulogne, and that tenitory, which Henry the eighth had con-\ 'ithFrance; 

quered from France. Under other pretences, he affembled an army; and falling 
T t 2 fuddenly 
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fudden1y upon the Boullonois, took the caftles of Sellacque, Blacknefs, and 
Arnbleteufe, tho' well fupplied with garrifons, ammunition, and provifions *. 
He attempted to furprize Boulenberg, and was repulfed; but the garrifon, not 
thinking the place tenable after the lofs of the other fortreffes, deftroyed the works, 
and retired to Boulogne. The rains, which fell in great abundance during the 
autumn, and a peftilential diftemper, which broke out in the French camp, depriv
ed Henry of all hopes of fuccefs againft Boulogne itfelf; and he retired to Paris t. 
l-Ie left the command of the army to Gafpar de Coligny, lord of Chatillon, fo 
famous afterwards under the name of admiral Collgny ; and he gave him orders 
to form the fiege early in the fpring. The active difpofition of this general 
engaged him to make during the winter feveral attempts againft the place ; but 
they proved all unfuccefsful. 

STROZZI, who commanded the French fleet and galleys, endeavoured to make 
a defcent on Jerfey; but meeting there with an Englifh fleet, an action enfued, 
which feems not to have been decifive, fince the hiftorians of the two nations 
differ fo widely in their accounts of the event :j:. 

As foon as the French war broke out, the protector endeavoured to fortify 
himfelf with the alliance of the emperor ; and he fent over fecretary Paget to 
Bruffels, where Charles then refided, in order to affift Sir Philip Hobby, the or
dinary ambaffador, in this negotiation. But that prince had formed a defign of 
extending his dominions by ading the part of champion to the catholic religion; 
and tho' extremely defirous of fortifying himfelf by the Englifh alliance againfl: 
France, his capital enemy, he thought it unfuitable to his other pretenfions to 
enter into fhict confederacy with a nation, which had broke off all connexions 
with the church of Rome. He therefore declined all advances of friendlhip 
from England ; and eluded the applications of the amba£radors. An exact ac
count is preferved of this negotiation in a letter of Hobby; and it is remark
able, that.the emperor, in a converfation with the Englifh miniil:ers, afferted, that 
the prerogatives of a King of England were more extenfive than thofe of a King 
c f France§. Burner, who preferves this letter, fubjoins, as a par,dlel inftance, 
that one objection which the Scotch made to marrying their ~een with Edward, 
was that all their privileges wculd be fwallowed up by the great prerogative of 

the Kings of England 11. 

SoMERSET, finding no affiftance from the emperor, was inclined to conclude 
a peace with France and Scotland ; and befides that he was not in a condition to 
maintain fuch ruinous wars, he thought, that there JiiO longer remained any ob

ject 
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jeCl: of hoflilities. The Scotch had fent away their ~een ; and cou 1 J not, if 
ever fo much inclined, compleat the marriage contracted with Edward : And as 
Henry the etghth had ftipulated to reftorc Boulogne in I 554, it feemed a matter 
of finall confeque:1ce to ,lnticipate a few years, the term of rhe treaty. But when 
he p opofed the e reafons to the council, he 1net with fhong oppofition from his 
enemie~ , who, feeing him tmable to fupport the war, were determined, for that 
very reafon, to oppofe all propofills for a pacification. 'fhe factions ran very 
high in the court of Eng1and; and matters were drawing to an iffue, fatal to 
the authority of the protector. 

AFTER Son1erfet obtained the patent, invefting him with regal authority, he 

Chap. TJ. 
1549· 

no longer paid any attention to the opinion of the other counfellors ; and being FaCtions in 

elated with his high dignity, as well as with his viCtory at Pinkey, he thought, the counciL 

that every one ought, in every thing, to yield to his fentiments. AJI thofe who 
were not entirely devoted to him, were fure to be neglected ; whoever oppofed 
his will received marks of anger or contempt* ; and while he !bowed a refolution 
to govern every thing, his capacity appeared not, in any refpett, proportioned to 

his ambition. Warwic~ more fubtle and artificial, covered more exorbitant views 
under fairer appearances; and having affociated himfelf with Southampton, who 
had been readmitted into the council, he formed a ftrong party, who were de-
termined to free themfel ves from the fiavery, impofed on them by the protector. 

THE malecontent counfellors found the difpofition of the nation very favourable 
to their defigns. 1~he nobility and gentry were in general difpleafed with the 
preference, which Somerfet feemed to have given the Feople; and as they afcribed 
all the inil.1lts to which they had been lately expofed, to his procraftination, and 
to the encouragement given the multitude, fo they apprehended a renewal of 
the fame diforders from his prefent affectation of p<;>pularity. He had erected a 

court of requefts in his own houfe for the relief of the people t, and he inter· 
pofed with the judges in their behalf; a meafure which might be denominated 
illegal, if any exertion of prerogative, at that time, could with certainty deferve 
that appellation. And this attempt, which was a ftretch of power, feemed the 
more unpolitic, that it difgufted the nobility, the fureft fupport of monarchical 
authority. 

BuT tho' Somerfet courted the people, the intereft, which he had formed with 
hem, was in no degree anfwerable to his expeCtations. The catholic party, who 

retained influence with the multitude, were his declared enemies ; and took ad
vantage of every opportunity to decry his conduCt. The attainder and execution 
of his brother bore an odious afpeCl:: The introduction of foreign_ troops into the 

kingdom, 
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kingdom, was reprefented in very invidious colours : The great eftate which he 
had fuddenly acquired, at the expence of the church and of the crown, rendered 
him obnoxious : Al1d the alace which he was building in the Strand, ferved, 
by its magnificence, and ftill more by other circumftance~ which attended it, to 
txpofe him to the cenfures of the public. The parifh church of St. Mary, with 
three bifhops houfes, were pulled down, to furnifh ground and materials for this 
jhucture: Not contented with that facrilege, an attempt was made to demoli!h 
St. Margaret's, Weftniinfter, and to employ the ftones to the fame purpofe; but 
the parifhioners rofe in a tumult, apd chaced away the protector's tradefmen. 
He then laid his hands on a chapel in St. Paul's Church-yard, with a cloii1er, 
and charnel-houfe belonging to it; and thefe edifices, togetHer with a church 
of St. John of Jerufalcm, were n1ade ufe of to raife his palace. To render 
the matter more odious to the people, the tombs, and other monuments of the 
dead were defaced ; and the bones carried away, and buried in unconfecrated 
ground t. 

ALL thefe imprudences were remarked by Somerfet's enemies, who refolved to 
6thOB:ober. take advantage of them. The lord St. John, prefident of the council, the earls 
Confpiracy of W arwic, Southampton, and Arundel, with five counfellors more, met at 
againfl: So- Ely-houfe ; and a!fuming to th mfelves the whole power of the council, began 
m~~ • 

to aCl: independent of the prot cror, wh· m they reprefented as the author of 
, every public grievance and misfortune. They wrote letters to the chief nobility 

and gentry in England, informing them of the prefent meafures, and requiring 
their affifiance: 'rhey fent for the mayor and aldermen of London, and enjoin
ed them to obey their orders, without regard to any contrary orders which they 
fuould receive from the duke of Somerfet. They laid the fame injunctions on 
the lieutenant of the tower, who expreffed his refolution to comply with them. 
Next day, Rich, lord chancellor, the marquis of Northampton, the earl of 
Shrewfbury, Sir Thomas Cheney, Sir John Gage, Sir Ralph Sadler, and the 
lord chief jufrice Montague, joined the malecontent counfellors ; and every thing 
bore a bad afpect for the protector's authority. Secretary Petre, whom he had 
fent to treat with the council, chofe rather to rennin with them ; and the com
mon council of the city, being applied to, declared with one voice their appro
bation of the new me fures, and their refolution of fupporting them 11· 

THE protector had no fooner heard of the defection of the counfellors, t1Jan 
he removed the King from Hampton· court, where he then refided, to the caftle 
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of Windfor; and, arming his friends and fervants, feemed refolute to defend. C 1ap. I . 
himfelf againfl: all his enemies. But finding, that no man of ranlp, except Cran- 1 S49· 

mer and Paget, adhe red to him, that the people did not rife at his fummons, th 3t 

the City and Tower had declared againft him, that even his b ft friends and 
confidents had deferred him, he lo£1: all ho pes of [ucccfs, and began to apply t) 
his enemies f r pardon and forgivencfs. No fooner was this defpondency knowr, 
than lord Ruffel, Sir John Baker, fpeaker of the houfe of commons, and t'1ree 
counfellors more, who h d hitherto 1 en1ained neuter", joincJ \Varwic's pa~ty, 
whom every body now regarded as mafl:et:s. The council informed the public, 
by proclamaf on, of their actions and intentions; they wrote to the princdlls 
Mary and Elizabeth, t rhe fame purpofe ; they made addreffes to the King, 
in which, after the humble!l: proteftations of duty and obedience, they informed 
him, that they were the council appointLd by h:s father, for the government cf 
the kingdom during his minority; that they had chofen the duke of Somerfct 
proteB:or, with the exprefs condition· that he fuould guide himfelf by their advice 
and diteCl:ion; that he L d ufurped the whole authority to himfelf, and had ne-
gleEted, and even in every thing oppofed, their advice; that he had proceeded 
to that height of prefumption, as to levy forces againft them, and place thefe 
force) about his majefty's perfo 1 : They therefore begged, that they might b~ 
admitted to his royal prefence, that he would be pleafed to reftore them to his 
confidence, and that Somerfet's fervants might be difrniffed. Their requeft wa3 
complied with : Somerfet capitulated only for gentle treatment, which was pro· Somerfet re 
mifed him. He w~s, however, fent to the Tower*, with fame of his friendi figns the pro .... 
and partizans, among whom was Cecil, who was afterwards fo much diftinguifh· teClorfhip •• 

ed. Articles of charge were exhibited againfl him t ; of which the chief, at leaft 
the beft founded, is his ufurpation of the government, and his taking into his own 
hands the whole adminifrration of affairs. The daufe of his patent, which invefled 
him \Vith abfolute power, unlimited by any law, was never objecced to him' 
plain1y, becaufe, according to rhe fentiments of thofe times, that pow r was, in 
fome degree, involved ~n the very idea of regal authority. 

THE carholics were extremely elevated with this revolution; and as they had 
afcrib d all the late innovations to Somerfet's councils, they hoped, that his fa!. 
would prepare the way for the return of the ancient religio . But vVarwic, who 
now bore chief fway in the council, was entirely i 1 .ifferent with regard to al. 
thefe points of controverfy; and finding, that the princip. s of the reformati~r. 
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had funk deeper into the young prince's mind than to be eafily eradicated, he was 

determined to comply with his inclinations, and not to hazard his new acquired 

power by any hazardous councils. He took care very early to exprefs his inten

tions of fupporting the reformation; and he threw fuch difcouragements on 

Southampton, who ftood at the head of the Romanirts, and whom he confidered 

as a dangerous rival, that the high-fpirited nobleman retired from the council, and 

foon after died of vexation and difappointmenr. The other counfellors, who 

had concurred in bringing about the revolution, received their reward, by pro ... 

motions and new honours. Ruffel was created earl of Bedford : The marquis of 

Northampton obtained the office of great chamber:ain; and lord Went worth, 

beficies the office of chamberlain of the houfhold, got two large manors, Step· 

ney and Hackney, which were torne from the fee o~ London :f:. A council of 
regency was formed, not that which Henry's will had appointed for the govern

ment of the kingdom, and which, being founded on an afr of parliament, was the 

only lawful one; but compofed chiefly of members who had formerly been ap

pointed by Somerfet, and who derived their feats from an authority which was 

now declared ufurped and illegal. But fuch niceties were, during that age, little 

underftood, and ftilllefs regarded, in England. 

4November. A SESSION of Parliament was held; and as it was the ufual maxim of that 
A Parliament. affembly to acquiefce in every adminiftration which was eftablifhed, the council 

dreaded no oppofition from that quarter, and had reafon rather to look for a 

~3 December. corroboration of their authonty. Somerfet had been prevailed with to confefs, 
on his knees, before the council, all the articles of charge againft him; and he 

imputed thefe mifdemeanors to his own ralhnefs, folly, and indifcretion, not to 

any malignity of his intention 11· He even fubfcribed this confeffion; and the 
paper was given in to the Pc1rliament, who, after fending a committee to exa

mine hin1, and hear him acknowkge it to be authentic, paffed a vote, by v:hich 

they deprived him of all his offices, and fined him in two thoufand pounds a 
year of land. Lord Sr. John was created treafurer in his place, and Warwic 

earl madhal. The profecution againfr him was carried no farther. His fine was 

remitted by the King: He recovered his liberty: And Warwic, thinking that 

he was now fufficiently humbled, and that his authority was much leffened by 
his late tame and abject behaviour, re-admitted him into the council, and even 

agreed to an alliance between their families, by the marriage of his fon, lord 

Dudley, with the lady Jane Seymour, daughter to Somerfet *. 
DuRING 
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DuRIJ:' o this feffion a fevere act was paifed againft riots i'; that if any, to the Chap. I. 

number of twelve perfons, .fbould meet together for any matter of ftate, and be~ I)t+ 

ing required by any lawful magifl.rate, .fhould not difperfe themfelves, it fhoulJ 
be c-eafon; and if any broke hedges, or violently pulkd up pales about inclo~ 
fures, Without lawful authority, it fbould be felony: Any attempt to kil a 
1 rivy counfellor, was ~ bjected to the fame penalty. T'he bifhops had n1ade an 
application, complaining, that they were deprived of all their power, by the en
cro.lchments of the civtl courts, and the prefent fufpenfion of the canon Jaw; 
that they could fummon no offenders before them, punifh no vice, nor exert 
the difcipline of the church: From which diminution of their authority, they 
pretended, immorality had every where received great cncourag ment and increafe. 
rrhe defign of fome \Vas, to revive the penitentiary rules of the primitive eh ut eh : 
But others thought, that fuch an authority committed to the bifhops, would 
prove more opprdlive than confeffion, penance, and all the clerical inventions of 
the ancient fuperftition. The Parliament, for the prefent, contented themfelves 
with empowering the King to appoint thirty-two commiffioners to frame a body 
of canon laws, which were to be valid tho' never ratifi~d by Parliament. Such 
implicit trufl: did they repo~e in the crown, tho' all their liberties and pro
perties might be affected by thefe canons :j:. The King died before the 
canons received the royal f~.nction. Sir John Sharington, "'hofe crimes and 
malverfations had appeared fo egregious at the condemnation of lord Seymour_, 
obtained a reverfal of his attc.inder 11· This man fought favour with the moft 
zealous of the reformers ; and bifhop Latimer a£rerted, that tho' formerly he 
was a moft notorious knave, :1e was now fa penitent, that he had become a very 
honeft tnan. 

\V HEN vVarwic and the council of regency began to exercife their power, 
I 550• they found themfelves involved in the fame difficulties which had embarraifed the 

protector. 1~he wars with France and Scotland could not be fupported by an Peace with 

exhaufted exchequer, feemed dangerous to a divided nation, and were now ac- France and 

I d h b. n 1 · h h 11.. d ft . d Scotland. know ege not to ave any o ~eLL, w 11c even t e greaten an mo umnterrupte 
fuccefs could attain. The project of peace which Somerfet entertained, had ferved 
t'1em as a pretence of clamour againft his adminiflration; yet after fending Sir Tho-
mas Cheney to the emperor, and making again a fruitJefs effort to engage him in 
the protection of Boulogne, they found themfelves obliged to liften to the ad-
vances which Henry made them, by means of Guidotti, a Florentine merchant. 
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The earl of Bedford, Sir J oh n Mafo n, Paget, and Petre, were fent over to Rou
logne, with full powers to negociate. The French King abfolutely refufed to pay 
t he two millions of crowns \Vhich his predeceffor had ack nowleged to be due to the 
crown of England, as arrears of penGons ; and faid , that he never would con
fent to render himfelf tributary to any prince : But he offered a fum for the im-
mediate refritution of Boulogne; and four hundred thoufand crowns were at laft 
agreed on, one half to be paid immediately, the other in Augufr following .. 
Six hoftages were given for the performance of this article. ScotLmd was com
prehended in the treaty : The E nglifb fl:ipulated to reftore Lauder and Dunglas, 
and to demolifh the fortreffes of Roxburgh and Eymouth *. No fooner was 
peace concluded with France, than a project was entertained of a clofe union 
with that kingdon1; and Henry very willingly embraced a propofal fo fuitable 
both to his intereft and inclinJtion. An agreement, fometime after, was formed 
for a marriage between Edward and Elizabeth, a daughter of France; and all 
the articles were, after a little negociation, fully fettled t : But this project ne
ver took effect. 

THE intention of marrying the King to a daughter of Henry, who was a vio
lent perfecutor of the protefl:ants, was no wife acceptable to that party in Eng
land: But, in all other refpeCl:s, the council was very fteady in promoting the 
reformation, and in enforcing the laws againfr the Romanifts. Many of the 
prelates were ftill addiB:ed to that communion ; and lho' they made fome com
pliances, in order to fave their bifhoprics, they retarded, as much as they fafely 
could, the execution of the new laws, and gave countenance to fuch as were ne
gligent or refraCtory. A refolution was therefore taken to feek pretences for 
depriving them ; and the execution of this intention was the more eafy, that they 
had all of them been obliged to take commifiions, in which it was declared, that 
they held their fees only during the King's pleafure. It was thought p ioper to 

Profecution of begin with Gardiner, in order to ftrike a terror into the refi:. T he method of 
(iardiner. d' . ft h' I . 1 d h d r. 1 f 1 procee mg agam 1m was extreme y v1o ent, an a 1carce any co our o aw 

or juft' ce. It had been prefcribed him, to inculcate in a {ermon, the duty of 
obediepce to a King even during his minority; and becaufe he had neglected this 
topic, he had been thrown into prifon, and had been there detained during two 
years, without being accufed of any crime, except difobedience to this arbitrary 
command. The duke of Somerfet, fecretary Petre, and fome others of the 
council, were now fent, in order to try his temper, and endeavour to find fome 
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ground for depriving him : He profe!fed to them his intention of conforming 
to the government, of fupporting the King's laws, and of officiating by the new 
liturgy. . This was not the difpofition which they expeCted or de fired 11 : A 

• ne 1 deputation was therefore fent, who carried him feveral articles to fubfcribe. · 
He was to acknow]ege his former n1ilbehaviour, and confefs the juftice of his 
confinement: He was likewife to own, that the King was fupreme head of the 
church; that the power of making and difpenfing with holidays, was part of 
the prerogative; that the common-prayer book was a godly and commendable 
form ; that the King was a compleat fovereign in his minority ; that the acl: of 
the fix articles was juftly repealed ; and that th~ King had full authority to cor
rect and reform what was amifs in ecclefiaftical difciplir:e, government, or doc
trine. The bifhop was willing to put his hand to all the articles except the firft : 
He maintained his conduct to have been inoffenfive; and declared, that he would 
not own himfelf guilty of faults which he had never committed*. 

THE council, finding that he had gone fuch lengths, were determined to pre
vent his full cotnpliance, by n1ultiplying the difficulties upon him, and fending 
him new articles to fubfcribe. A lift was feletl:ed of fuch points as they thought 
would be tnoft hard of digeftion ; and not content with thefe, they infifted 
frill on his fubmiffion, and an acknowlegement of paft errors. To make· this 
fubfcription n1ore mortifying, they required a promife, that he would recom
Inend and publifh all thefe articles from the pulpit : But Gardiner, who faw~ 
that they intended either to ruin or difhonour him, or perhaps both, was deter ... 
n1ined not to gratify his enemies by any farther compliances: He ftill infifted on 
his innocence; defired a fair trial ; and refufed to fubfcribe more articles, till 
he 1hould recover his liberty. For this pretended offence his biihopric was put 
under fequeftration for three n1on ths ; and as he then appeared no more com
pliant than at firft, a commiffion was appointed to. try, or, more properly fpeak
ing, to condemn him. The commiffioners were, the primate, the bifhops of 
London, Ely, and Lincoln, fecretary Petre, Sir James Hales, and fome other 
lawyers. Gardiner objeCted to the legality of the commiffion, which was not 
founded on any fiatute or precedent; and he appealed from the commifiioners to 
the King. His appeal was not regarded : Sentence was pronounced againft him : 
l-Ie was deprived of his biihopric: And committed to clofe cuftody: His 
books and papers were feized : All company was denied him; and it was not 
allowed him either to fend or receive any letters or meffages ·f-. 

u u 2 GARDINER, 
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GARDINER, as well as the other prelates, had agreed to hold his office during 
the King's pleafure: But the council, unwilling to make ufc of a conceffion 
which had been fo illegally and arbitrarily exacted, chofe rather to employ fome 
forms of juftice; a refolution, which led them to commit Hill greater iniquitie:> 
and feverities. But the violence of the reformers did not ftop there. Day, bi
!hop of Chichefter, Heathe of vVorcefter, and Voifey of Exeter, were deprived 
of their biilioprics, under pretence of difobedience. Even Kitchen of Landaff~ 
Capon of Salifbury, and Sampfon of Coventry, tho' they had complied in every 
thing~ yet not being fuppofed cordial or hearty in their obedience, \Vere obliged 
to feek protection, by facrificing the mofl: confiderable revenues of their fee, tG> 

the rapacious courtiers *. 
THESE plunderers of the church neglected not even iinaller profits. An or:.. 

der was i.ffued by council, for purging the library of Wefiminfter of all miffah,. 
legends, and other fuperftitious volumes, and delivering their garniture to Sit· 
Anthony Aucher t. Many of thefe books were plaited with gold and. filver, . 
and curioufly emboffed; and this finery was probably the fuperftition that 
deftroyed them. Great havoc W3S Jikewife made on the libraries of Oxford. 
Books and manufcripts were defrroyed without diftinction: The volumes of di
vinity fuffered for their rich binding: Thofe of rterature were condemned as · 
ufelefs : Thofe of geometry and aftronomy \Vere fuppofed to contain nothing 
but necromancy 11· The univerGty had not power to oppofe thefe barbarous vio
lences : They were in danger of lofing their own r venues; and expeCted every 
111oment to be. [wallowed up by the earl of Warwic and his affociates. 

THo' every thing yielded to the authority of the council, the lady Mary could 
never be brought to compliance; and fhe frill continued to adhere to the mafs, . 
and to rejeCt the new liturgy. Her behaviour was, during fome time, connived 
at ; but, at I aft, her two chaplains, Mallet and Berkeley, were thrown into pri
fon § ; and the princefs was remonftrated with for her difobedience. The coun
cil wrote her a letter, where they endeavoured to make her change her fenti .. 
n1ents,. and to perfuade her, that her religious faith was very ill grounded. They 
afked her, what warrant there was in fcripture for prayers in an unknown tongue,. 
the ufe of im·ages, or offering up the facrament for the dead; and they defired 
her to perufe St. Auftin, and the other ancient doctors, who would convince her 
of the errors of the Romifh fuperfrition, and prove that it was founded merely 
on falfe miracles and lying ftories :f:. The lady Mary remained obfrinate againft 

all 
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alJ' this advice, and protefted herfelf \VilJing tO endure death rather than re}in
quifil her religion : She only feared, fhe faid, that fhe was not worthy to fuffer 
in fo holy a caufe : And as for proteftant books, fhe thanked God, that, as fhe 
never had, fo the hoped never to read any of them. Dreading farther viol~nce, 
ihe endeavoured to make her efcape to her kinfman Charles; but her defign was 
difco\ ered and prevented *. The emperor remonfl:rated in her behalf, and even 
threatned hofl:ilities, if liberty of confcience was refufed her : But tho' the coun
cil, fenfible that the kingdom was in no condition to fupport, with honour, fuch 
a war, was defirous to com ply; they found great difficulty to overcome the fcru
ples of the young King. He had been educated in fuch a violent abhorrence of 
the mafs, and other popifh r.tes, which he regarded as impious and idolatrous, 
that he fhould participate, he thoubht, in the fin, if he allowed its commiffion: 
And when at b!t the imp~Jrtun,ty of Cranmer, Rid ley, and Poinet, prevailed 
fomewhat over his oppofitio'l, he bur£1: into tears, lamenting his fifl:er's obfl:inacy, 
and bewailing his own fate, that he muft fuffer her to continue in - fuch an abomi
nable mode of wor!bip. 

THE great object, at this time, of antipathy among the protefl:ant fecrs, was 
popery, or, more properly fpeaking, the papifts. Thefe they regarded as the 
common enemy, who threatened every moment to overwhelm the evangelical 
faith, and deftroy its partizans by fire and fword : They had not as yet had lei
fure to attend to the other mi 'Llte d1vifions among themftlves, which· afterwards 
became the object of fuch furLus quarrels a11d animofities, and thre v the whole 
kin~dom into confufion. Several Lutheran divines, w.1o had reputation in thofe 
days, Bucer, Peter Martyr, ano others, were engaged to tal<e fhelter in Eng
land, from the perfecutions which the emperor exercifed in Germany; and they 
rece·ved proteCtion and encouragement. John A-lafco, a nobleman, uncle to 
the King of Poland t, being expelled his country by the rigours of the _Catholics, 
fettled, during fome time, at Embden in Eaft-Friezland, where he became 
preacher to a congregation of the reformed. Forefeeing the perfecution' which 
enfued, he removed to England, and brought his congregation along with him. 
The council, who regardtd them as induftrious, ufeful people, and defired to 
invite over others of th~ fame charaCter, not only gave them Augufline friars 
church for the exercife of their 1 eligion, but granted them a charter, by which 
they were ereCted into a corpora( on, confifiing of a fuper-intendant and four 
affifl:ing mini 'lers. This ecclefiaftical eil:abli01ment was quite independant of the 
church of England, and differed fron1 it in fome rites and ceremonies 11· 

THESE 
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THESE differences among the protefl:ants were matter of triumph to the Catho
lics, who infifted, that the moment men departed from the authority of the 
church, they loft all criterion of truth -and falfehood in matters of religion, and 
muil: be carried away by every wind of docrrine. The continual Vt!riations of 
every feet of proteil:ants, affordeJ them the fame topic of reafoning. The book 
of common prayer fuffered in England a new revifal, and fome rites and ceremo
nies, which had given offence, were omitted .:·. The fJ)eculative docrrines, or the 
n1etaphyucs of the religion, were alf o fixed in forty two articles. Thefe articles 
were intended to obviate further di vifions and variations; and the framing them 
had been pofl poned tdl the efrablifhrr~ent of the liturgy, which was regarde,d as 
a more material object to the peorle. The eternity of hell. torments is af. 
ferted in the articles ; and care is alia taken to inculcate, not only that no hea
then, however v:rtuous, can efcape an endleCs ftate of the moft exquifite mifery, 
but alfo that eve' y one who prefumes to maintain, that any pagan can poffibly 
be faved, is himfelf expofed to the penalty of eternal perdition t. 

THE theological zeal of the council, tho' feemingly fervent, went not fo far 
as to make them neg 1ect their own temp ral concerns, which feem to have been 
ever uppermoil: in their thoughts : They even found leifurc to attend to the pub
lic intereft; nay, to the commerce of the nation, which was, at that time, very 
little the object of general fl:udy or attention. The trade of England had anci
ently been carried on altogether by foreigners, chiefly the inhabitants of the 
I-Ianfe-towns, or Eafl:erlings, as they were called ; and in order to encourage 
thefe merchants to f~ttle in England) they had been ereCted into a corporatit·n 
by I--Ienry the third, had obtained a patent, were endowed with privileges, and 
were exempted from feveral heavy duties paid by aliens. So ignorant were the 
Engli!h of commerce, that this company, commonly denominated the merchants 
of the Steel-yard, engroffi:d almofl: the who'e foreign trade of the kingdom; 
and as they naturally employed the fhipping of their own country, the naviga. 
tion of England was alfo in a very languifhing condition. It was therefore 
thought proper by the council to find pretences for annulling the privileges of 
this corporation, privileges which put them nearly on an equal footing with Eng
Jil11men in the duties which they paid; and as fuch patents were, during that age, 
granted by the abfolute power of the King, n1en were the lefs furprized to find 
them recalled by the fame authority. Several remonfl:rances were made againil: 
this innovation, by Lubec, Hamburgh, and other Hanfe towns; but the coun
cil perfevered in their refolution, and the good effects of it became foon viub~e 
to .. the nation. The Englifl1, by their very fitu.ition as na~ives, had advantages 

above 
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above foreigners in the pUt·chafe of cloth, woo1, and other commodities; tho,. Chap. TI. 
hefe advantages had not been fufficient to rouze their ind u!l:ry, or engage them 15 51 • 

to become rivals to this opulent company: But when aliens duty was alfo im-
pofed upon all1 foreigners indifcriminately, the Englifh were tempted to enter into 
commerce, and a fpirit of induftry began to appear in the kingdom*. 

ABOUT the fame time a treaty was made with Guftavus Ericfon, King of 
Sweden, by which it was ftipulated, that i-f he fent bullion into England, he 
n1ight carry away Englifh commodities without paying cuftom, that he fhould carry 
bullion to no other p ince, that if he fent ozimus, fieel, copper, &c. he lhould 
pay cuftom for Englifh commodities as an .l::nglifi1man, and that if h~ fent other 
n1erchandize he fhould have free intercourfe, paying cu!l:om as a ftranger t. 
The bullion fent over by Sweden fet the mint to work : Good fpecie was coined : 
And much of the bafe metal, formerly ifTued, was recalled : A circumftance 
which tended extremely to the encouragement uf commerce. 

BuT all thefe fchemes for the improvement of induftry were like to prove abor- Wanvic cre
tive, by the fear of domeftic convulfio;ls, ariflng from the exorbitant ambition ated duke of 

f W . Th bl d . h h ft . h" h 1 h i 1\orthumber-0 arw1c. at no eman, not contente wtt t e atton w IC 1e aL at- land. 
tained, carried farther his pretenfions, and had gained to him !elf partizans who 
were difpofed to fecond him in every enterprize. The !aft earl of Northumber
land died without ifTue ; and as Sir Thomas Piercy, his brother, had been at
tainted on account of the !hare which he had in the Yorkfhire infurrection during 
the late reign, the title was at prefent extinCt, and the eftate was vefted in the 
crown. W arwic now procured to himfelf a grant of thofe ample polfeffions, 
which lay chiefly in the North, the mofl: warlike part of the kingdom; and he 
was dignified with the title of duke of Northumberland. His friend, Paulet, 
lord St. John, the treafurer, was created firfr earl of Wiltihire, then marquefs 
of Winchefier: Sir \Villiam Herbert was made earl of Pembroke. 

BuT the ambition of Northumberland made him regard all increafe of pof- His arnbition. 

feffions and titles, either to hiJnfelf or partizans, as fteps only to further acqui-
fitions. Finding that Somerfet, tho' degraded from his dignity, and even lcf-
fened in the public opinion by his fpiritlefs conduCt, frill enjoyed a confiderable 
fhare of popularity, he was determined to ruin a man whom he regarded as the 
chief obftacle to the attainment of his hopes. The alliance which had been 
formed between the families had produced no cordial union, and only enable'd 
Northumberland to compafs with more certainty the deftruB:ion of his rival. 
He fecretly gained many of the friends and fervants of that unhappy nobleman : 

He 
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He fometimes terrified him by the appearance of danger: Sometimes provoked. 
him by ill ufage. The unguarded Somerfet often broke out into menacing e;~
preffions againfl: Northumberland: At other times, he formed rafh project", 
which he immediately abandoned: 1-~is treacherous confidents carried to his enemy 
every paffio!Jate word which dropped from him : They revealed the fchemcs, 

hich they themfelves had firfl: fuggefted *: And Northumberland, thinking 
that the prop r feafon was now come, began to act in an open manner againfl: 
him. 

I[thOClober. IN one night, the duke of Somerfet, the lord Grey, David and John Seymour, 

Trial of So
tncrfet. 

Hammond and reudi2.ate, two of the duke's fervants, Sir Ralph Vane and Sir 
Thomas Palmer were arrefted and committed to cuftody. Next day, the dutchefs 
of Somerfer, with her favoL;rites, Crane and his wife, Sir Miles Partridge, Sir 
Michael Stanhope, Bannifter, and others were thrown into prifon. Sir Thomas 
Palmer, who had all along atl:td the part of a fpy upon Somerfet, accufed him 
of having formed a defign to raife an infurrecrion in the north, to attack the 
gens d'armes on a mufter-day, to fecure the Tower, and to excite a rebellion in 
London: But what was the only probable accufation, he afferted, that SomerCet 
had once laid a pr~jecr for murdering Northumberland, Northampton, and Pem· 
broke at a banquet, which was to be given them by lord Paget. Crane and his 
wife confirmed Palmer's teftimony with regard to this lafl: defign; and it appears 
that tome ra1h fcheme of that nature had been mentioned ; tho' no regular confpiracy 
had been formed, nor means prepared for its execution. Hammond confdfed, 
that the duke had armed men to guard him one night in his houfe at Greenvv-ich. 

SoMERSET was brought to his trial before the marquis of vVinchefter, who 
acted as high fteward. Twenty-feven peers f.1t as the jury, among whom were 
Northumberland, Pembroke, and :Porthampton, whom decency lhould have 
hindere.J from aB:ing as judges in the trial of a man, who appeared to be their 
capital enemy. Somerfet was accufed of high treafon on account of the pro
jeCted infurrcct:ons, and of felony in forming a defign to n1urder privy coun
fellors. 

WE have a very imperfeCt account of all fiate trials during that age, which 
is a fenfible defect in our hiftory : But it appears, that fome n1ore regularity 
was obferved in the management of this profecution than had been ufually em
ployed in like cafes. The witneffes were at leaft examined by the privy coun
cil ; and tho' they were neither produced in court, nor confronted with the 

1 
~December. prifoner ( circumftances required by the ftrict principles of equity) their depo

fitions were given in to the jury. The proof feems to have been very lame with 

* Heylin, p. t I z. 
regard 
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regard to the treafonable part of the charge ; and Somerfet's defence was fo fatif
fJctory, that the peers gave verdict in his favour: The intention alone of a!raultin()' 

0 
the privy counfellors was fupported by any tolerable evidence; and the jury brought 
him in guilty of felony. The prifoner himfe]f confeffed, that he had mentioned 
the defign of murdering Northumberland and the other lords; but had not 
formed any refolution on that head: And when he received fentence, he a!ked 
pardon of thofe peers for the deGgns which he had hearkenea to againfl: them. 
'rhe people, by whom Somerfet was beloved, hearing the firft part of his fen
tence, by which he was abfol ved from treafon, expreffed their joy by loud accla
mations: But their fatisfaction was fuddenly damped, on finding that he v~as 
condemned to death for felony*. 

Cln·'· l . 
1) 5 (. 

CARE had been taken by N orthumberlandts emiffaries, to prepoffefs the young 155t. 

King againfi: his uncle; and Jefi: he fhould relent, no accefs was given to any of 
Somerfet's friends, and the prince was kept from reflection by a continued feries 
of occupations and amufements. At lafi: the prifoner was brought to the fcaffold His execu· 
on Tower-hil.', amidft great crouds of fpetl:ators, who bore him fuch fincere tion. 

kindnefs, that they entertained, to the lafi: moment, the fond hopes of his par- 22~ January. 
don t. Many of thern rufhed in to dip their handkerchiefs in his blood, which 
they long preferved as a precious reliCl:; and fome of them foon after, ~hen Nor
thumberland met with a like doom, upbraided him with this cruelty~ and dif-
played to him thefe fymbols of his crime. Somerfet indeed, tho' many actions of 
his life were very exceptionable, feems, in genera], to have merited a better fate; 
and the faults, which he committed, were owing to weaknefs, not to any bad 
intentions. His virtues were better calculated for private than for public life ; 
and by his want of penetration and firmnefs, he was ill-fitted to extricate him .. 
felf from thofe cabals and violences to which that age was fo much addicted. 
Sir Thomas Arundel, Sir Michael Stanhope, Sir Miles Partridge, and Sir Ralph 
Vane, all of them Somerfet' s friends, were brought to their trial, condemned 
and executed: Great injuftice feems to have been ufed in their profecution. Lord 
Paget, chancellor of the dutchy, was, on fome pretence, tried in the Star-e ham-
ber, a1jd condemned in a fine of 6ooo pounds, with the lofs of his office. To 
n1ortify him the more, he was degraded from the order of the garter; as un-
worthy, on account of his mean birth, to !hare that honour t· Lord Rich, 
chance!Jor, was al!"o compelled to refign his office, on the difcovery of fome 
friendfhip, which he had lbew n to Somerfet. 

X X THE 
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Cnap. II. THE day after the execution of Somerfet, a feffion of Parliament was held, 
1
5 52· where farther advances were made for the eftablifhment of the reformation. The 

~3Pd Ja1:mary. new lituray was authorifed ; and penalties were enaB:ed againft all fuch as abfented 
.,.n. ar lament o 

themfelves from public worfhip *· To ufe the mafs had already been prohibited 
under very fevere penalties; fo that the reformers, it appears, whatever fcope 
they had given to their own private judgment, in difputing the tenets of the antient 
.religion, were refol ved not to allow the fame privilege to others; and the pracrice, 
nay the very doorine of toleration, was, at that time, equally unknown to all 
feB:s an9 parties. To diffent from the reJigion of the magifi:rate was univerClly 
conceived to be as criminal as to queftion his title, or rebel againft his authority. 

A LAw was enaCted againft ufury ; that is, againft taking any intereft for 
money t. This act was the effetl: of antient fuperftitions ; but being found ex
tremely iniquitous in itfelf, as well as prejudicial to commerce, it was after
wards repealed in the twelfth of Elizabeth. The common rate of intereft, not
withftanding the law, was at that time 14 per cent :f:. 

A BILL was introduced by the miniftry into the houfe of lords, renewing 
thofe rigorous ftatutes of treafons, which had been abrogated in the beginning of 
this reign ; and tho' the peers, by their high ftation, ftood moft expofed to 
thefe tempefi:s of il ate, yet had they fo little regard to public authority, or even to 
their own true interefts, that they paired the bill with only one dilfenting voice§. 
But the commons rejeCted it, and prepared a new bill, that palfed into a law, 
by which it was enacted, that whoever fhould c1Jl the King or any of his heirs, 
named in the ftatute of the 35th of the Iaft reign, heretic, fchifmatic, tyrant, 
infidel, or ufurper of the crown, lhould forfeit, for the firft offence, their goods 
and chattels, and be imprifoned during pleafure; for the fecond, ihouJd be in a · 
pr:t:emunire; for the third, !hould be at tainted of treafon. But if any lhould un
advifedly advance fuch a ilander in writing, printing, painting, carving or grav
ing, he was, for the firft offence, to be held a traitor 11· It may be worthy of 
notice, that the King and his next heir, the lady Mary, were profeffedly of dif
ferent religions; and religions, which threw on each other the imputation of 
herefy, fchifm, idolatry, prophanenefs, blafphemy, wickednefs, and all the op· 
probrious epithets, that religious zeal has invented. It was almoft impoffible, 
therefore, for the people, if they fpoke on thefe fubjeB:s at all, not to fall into 
the crime, fo feverely punifhed by this ftatute; and the jealoufy of the commons 

• 5 &6Edw. VI. c. I. t lb. c . 20. 

vol. 111. p. 25.8. B~rnet, vol. JI. p. 190. 

t Hayward, p. 318. 
5 & 6 Edw. VI. cap. 2. 

for 

§ Paliamentary Hift. 



for liberty, tho' it led them to diffent from the lords, appears not to have been Chap. rr. 
very active, vigilant or clear-fighted. 1 H. • 

THE commons annexed to this bill a claufe which was of much more impor
tance than the bill itfelf, that no one .!hould be convicted of any kind of treafon, 
unlefs the crime was proved by the oaths of two witnefles, who were confronted 
with the prifoner. The lords fcrupled to pafs this claufe; tho' required by the 
moft obvious principles of equity, and tho' their own intereft was fully as much 
concerned as that of the commons. But the members of that houfe trufred for 
protection to their prefent perfonal intereft and power, and neglected the noblefl: 
and moft permanent fecurity, that of the laws. 

A BILL was introduced into the houfe of peers for making a provifion for the 
poor~ but the commons> not chufing that a money-bill fhould begin in the upper
houfe, framed a new bill to the fame purpofe. By this bill, the church-wardens 
were empowered to collect charitable contributions for the poor, and if any re
fufed to contribute, or diffwaded others fron1 that charity, the bifhop of the dio· 
cefe was empowered to proceed againft them. Such a large difcretionary power, 
entrufl:ed to the prelates, feems as proper an object of jealoufy as the authority 
affumed by the peers *. 

THERE was another occafion in which the Parliament repofed an unufual 
confidence in the bifhops. They empowered them to proceed againft fuch as 
negleEted the Sundays and holydays t. But thefe were unguarded concefiions 
granted to the church: 'fhe general humour of the times led men to bereave 
the ecclefiaftics of ail their power, and even to pillage them of all their property: 
Many clergymen were obliged for a fubfiftance to turn carpenters or taylors, and 
fome kept alehoufes :f:. The biihops themfelves were generally reduced to po
verty, and held both their revenues and fpiritual office by a very precarious and 
uncertain tenure. 

ToNsT AL, bi!hop of Durham, was one of the m oft eminent prelates of that 
age, frill lefs for the dignity of his fee, than for his own perfonal merit, his 
learning, moderation, humanity, and beneficence. He had oppofed, by his vore 
and authority, all the innovations in religion ; but fa foon as they were enaCted, 
he had always fubmitted, and had paid conformity to each fy!tem of religion, 
which was eftablifhed. The kno\";'n probity of his mind had made this complL 
ance be afcribed, not to an interefttd or time ferving fpirit, but to a fenfe of 
duty, which led him to think that all private opinions ought to be facrificed to 
the areat concerns of public peace and tranquillity. That general regard which . c . 

X X 2 was 
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was paid his character, had preferved him from any fevere treatment during 
the proteCtorlhip of Somerfet; but when Northumberland gained the afcendant, 
he was thrown into prifon ; and as that rapacious nobleman had formed a defign 
of appropriating the revenues of the fee of Durham, and of forming to himfelf 
a principality in the northern counties, he was refolved, in order to effectuate his 
purpofe, to deprive Tonftal of his biihopric. A bill of attainder, therefore, 
under pretence of mifprifion of treafon, was introduced into the houfe of peers 
againfi: that prelate ; and it paffed with the oppofition only of lord Stourton, a 
zealous catholic, and of Cranmer, who aiways bore a cordial and fincere friend
Ihip to the biihop of Durham. But when the bill was fent down to the commons, 
they required that witneffes Ihould be examined, that Tonfi:al Ihould be allowed 
to defend himfelf, and that he Ihould be confronted with his accufers: And when 
thefe demands were refufed, they rejected the bill. 

THIS equity, fo unufual in the Parliament during that age, was afcribed by 
Northumberland and his partizans, not to any regard for libtrty and jufl:ice, but 
to the prevalence of Somerfet's faCtion in a houfe of commons, which, being 
chofen during the adminiftrat:on of that nob~eman, had been almoft entirely 
filled with his creatures. They were confirmed in this opinion, when they found, 
that a bill confirming the attainder of Somerfet and his complices was alfo 
rejeCted by the commons, tho' it had paffed the upper houfe. A refolution was 
therefore taken to diffolve the Parliament, which had fat during this whole reign; 
and foon after to fummon a new one. 

P 1. NoRTHUMBERLAND, in order to enfure to himfelf a houfe of commons entireTy 
A new ar Ja- b · h' '11 d d' h' h ld h roent. o feqmous to 1s WI , venture on an expe tent w IC cou not ave been 

pracrifed, or even thought of, in an age, when there was any idea or compre
henfion of liberty. l-Ie engaged the King to wrice circular letters to all the 
Iheriffs, in which he enjoined them to inform the freeholders and voters, that 
they were required to choofe men of knowledge and experience for their repre
fentatives. After this general exhortation, the King continued in thefe words. 
" And yet, neverthelefs, our pleafure is, that where our privy counca, or any of 
" them il1all, in our behalf, recommend, within their jurifdiftion, men of learn
" ing ann wifdom ; in fuch cafes, their direCtions !hall be regarded and followed,. 
" as tending to the fame end which we deGre, that is, to have this affembly 
' ' compofed of the perLns in our realm the beft fitted to give advice and good 
" council ,:·." Several letters were fent from the King, recommending members 
to particular counties, Sir Richard Cotton for Hamp!hire ; Sir William Fitz
williams and Sir Henry Neville for Berkfhire; Sir William Drury and Sir I-Ienry 

Benningfield 
* Hrype's Ecclef. Memorial>, vol. JI. p. 394"" ~-
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Benningfield for Suffolk, &c. But tho' fome counties only received this fpecies 
of coJtge d'elire from the King; the recommendations from the privy council and 
the councellors, we may fairly prefume, would extend to the greateft part, if 
not to the whole, of the kingdom. 

IT is remarkable, that this attempt was made during the reign of a minor 
King, when the royal authority is ufually weakeft; that it was patiently fub
n1itted to ; and that it gave fo little umbrage as fence to be taken notice of 
by any hiftorian. The painful and laborious colleB.or above cited, who never 
omits the moft trivial matters, is the only perfon, that has thought this memo
rable letter worthy of being tranfmitted to pofterity. 

Chap. H. 
1552· 

THE Parliament anfwered Northumberland's exp~tl:ations. As Tonftal had in 
the interval been deprived of his bilhopric after a very arbitrary manner, by the 1553

• 
r. f 1 ·m · d 1 . h r. f 1 1ft March. 1entence o ay comm1 wners, appomte to try 11m, t e 1ee o Durnam was by act: 
of Parliament divided into two biiboprics, which had certain portionc; of the revenue 
affigned them. The regalities of the fee, which inc~uded the jurifdiction of a 
count palatine, were given by the King to Northumberland; and it was not t~ 
be doubted but that nobleman had alfo propofed to make rich plunder of the 
revenue, as was then the ufual practice of the courtiers, whenever a bi!hopric 
feJl vacant. 

THE common~ gave the miniftry another mark of attachment, which was at 
that time the moft fincere, the moft cordial, and the moft difficult to be obtained : 
They granted a fupply of two fubfidi~s and two fifteenths. To render this pre .. 
fent the more acceptable, they voted a preamble, containing a long accufation 
of Somerfet, '' for involving the King in wars, wafting his treafure, ingaging 
'' him in much debt, embaflng the coin, and giving occafion for a moft terrible 
'' rebellion*.'' 

THE debts of the crown were at this time very confiderable. The l(ing had 
received from France 4oo,ooo crowns on delivering Boulogne; he had reaped 
profits from the fale of fome chantry lands ; the churches had been defpoiled of 
all their plate and rich ornaments, which, by a decree of council, without any 
pretence of law or equity, had been converted to the King's ufe i- : Yet fuch had 
been the rapacity of the couniers, that the crown was indebted about 3oo,ooo 
pounds :t: ; and great depredations were, at the fame time, made of the royal 
demefnes. The young prince fuowed, among other virtues, a difpofition to 
frugality, which, had he lived, would foon have retrieved thefe lo!f~s: But as his 
health was declining very fafr, the prefent emptinefs of the exchequer was a 

fenfib e 
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Cbap. H. fenfible obftacle to the execution c.f thofe projects, which the ambition of North· 
l553· umberland had founded on the profpeB: of Edward's approaching end. 

Suc.::d!ion 
changed, 

THAT nobleman reprefented to the prince, whom youth and an infirm frate of 
health made fufceptible of every impreffion, that his two fifi:ers, Mary and Eli
zabeth, had both been declared ilegitimate by aB: of Parliament, and tho' Henry 
by his will had reftored them to a place in the fucceffion, the nation would never 
bear: to fee the throne of England filled by a baftard: That they were only the 
King's fifters by the half-blood; and even if they were legitimate, could not enjoy 
the crown as his heirs and fuccelbrs : That the Queen of Scots ftood excluded 
by the king's will ; and being an alien, loft all right of inheriting by the law ; 
not to mention, that, as fhe was betrothed to the dauphin, fl1e would, by her 
fucceffion, render England, as Jhe had already done Scotland, a province to 
France: That the certain confequence of his fifter Mary's fuccelTion, or that of 
the ~een of Scots, was the ab<,lition of the proteftant religion, the repeal of 
thofe laws enaCted in favour of de reformation, and the re-eftablifhment of the 
ufurpations and idolatry of the Clurch of Rome: That fortunately for England, 
the fame order of fucceffion, whi:h juHice required, was alfo the mofl: conform
able to public intereft; and then was not on any fide any juft ground for doubt 
or deliberation : That when thefc three princelfes were excluded by fuch folid 
reafons, the fuccdlion· devolved n the marchionefs of Dorfer, eldeft daughter to 
the French ~een and the duke of Suffolk: That the next heir of the marchio .. 
nefs was the lady Jane Gray, a ady of the moft amiable virtue, accomp1i.fbed 
by the beft education, both for literature and for religion ; and every way worthy 
of a throne : And that even, if her title by blood fhould be doubtful, which 
there was no juG: reafon to prete.ldt the King was. poffdfed of the fame power, 
which his father enjoyed ; and .night leave her the crown by letters patent. 
Thefe reafonings made impreffio r.. on the young prince ; and above all, his zea
lous affection for the proteftant nJigion made him apprehend the confequences, 
if fo bigotted a C.ltholic as his fi:l:er Mary fhould fucceed to the throne. And 
tho' he bore a tender affeB:ion to the lady Elizabeth, who was liable to no fuch 
objeft:ion, means were found to rerfwade him, that he could not exclude the one 
fifter, on account of illegitimacy, without alfo giving an exclufion to the other. 

NoRTHUMBERLAND, finding that his arguments were likely to operate on 
the King, began to prepare the o:her parts of that political fabric, which he in
tended to raife. Two fons of th! duke of Suffolk by a fecond venter having 
died, this feaion, of the fwe:1tinf fickr.efs, that title was extinct; and Northum
berland engaged the King to befbw it on the marquis of Dorfet. By means of 

this 
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this favour and of others, which he conferred upon him, he pertuaded the new duke Chap. IT. 
of Suffolk and the dutchefs, to give their daughter, the lady Jane, in marriage 1553· 
to his fourth fon, the lord Guilford Dudley. In order to fortify himfelf by 
farther alliances, he negotiated a marriage between the lady Catherine Gray, 
fecond daughter to Suffolk, and lord Herbert, eldeft fon to the earl of Pembroke. 
He alfo married his own daughter to lord Haftings, eldeft fon to the earl of 
Huntingdon *. Thefe marriages were folemnized with great pomp and feftivity; 
and the people, who hated Northumberland, could not forbrar expreffing their 
indignation at feeing thefe public demonftrations of joy, during the languifhing 
ftate of the young prince's health. 

EnwARD had been feirzed in the foregoing year, firft with the meaOes, then with 
the fmall pox; but having perfeCl:ly recovered both thefe diftempers, the nation 
entertained hopes, that they would only ferve to confirm his health; and he had 
afterwards made a progrefs duo' fome parts of the kingdom. It was fufpetted, 
that he had there over-heated hi111felf in exercifes : He was feized with a cough, . . 

h. l d bft' d . h . d. . S The Kmg s w 1c 1 prove o mate, an gave way nett er to regimen nor me 1cmes : eve_ ficknefs . 
ral fatal fymptoms of a confumption appeared ; and tho, it was hoped, that, as 
the feafon of the year advanced, his youth and temperance might get the better 
of the malady, men faw with great concern his bloom and vigour infenfibly de-
cay. The general attachment to the young prince, joined to the hatred borne the 
Dudleys, made it be remarked, that Edward had every moment declined in 
health, from the time that lord Robert Dudley had been put about him, in the 
quality of gentlen1an of the bedchamber. · 

THE langui£hing ftate of Edward's health made Northumberland the more in
tent on the execution of his projeCt. HB removed all, except his own emiifaries, 
from about the King: He himfelf attended him with the greateft affiduity : He 
pretended the moft anxious concern for his health and welfare: And by all thefe 
~rtifices, he prevailed on him to give his final confent to the fettlement projected. 
Sir Ed ward Montague, chief juftice of the Common Pleas, Sir John Baker and 
Sir Thomas Bromley, two judges, with the attorney and follicitor general were 
fent for to the council ; where, after the minutes of the intended deed were 
read to them, the King required them to draw them up in the form of letters 
patent. They hefitated in obeying this order ; and defired time to confider of it. 
The more they reflected, the greater danger they found in compliance. The 
fettlement of the crown by Henry the eighth had been made in confequence of an 
act of Parliament; and by another aB:, paffed in the beginning of this reign, it was 
declared treafon in any of the heirs, their aiders or abettors, to attempt on the 

right 
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right of another, or change the order of fucceffion. The judges pleaded the:(~ 
reafons before the council. They urged, that fucb a patent as was intended would 
be entire!y invalid; that it would fubjett, not only the judges who drew ir, but 
every counfellor \V ho figned it, to the pains of treafon ; and that the only proper 
expedient, both to give force to the new fettlement, and free its partizans from 
d~mger, was to fumn1on a Parliament, and obtain the confent and fanCl:ion of that 
afit:mbly. 'The King faid, that he intended afterwards to follow that method, 
and would call a Parliarr.ent, in which he rropofed to have his fettlement ratified ; 
but in the mean time, he required the judges, on their allegiance, to draw the 
patent in the form required. The council told the judges, that their refufal 
would fubjecc them all to the pains of treafon. Northumberland gave to Mon
tague the appellation of traitor; and faid that he would fight in his fhirt with 
any man in fo juft a quarrel as that of the lady J ane's fucceffion. The judges 
were reduced to great difficulties between the dangers 9f the Jaw, and tbofe arif
ing from the violence of prefent power and authority *. 

THE arguments were canvaffed in feveral different meetings betwe~n the council 
and the judges ; and no folution could be found of the prefent difficulties. At 
lafl:, Montague propofed an expedient, which fatisfied both his brethren and the 
counfellor~. He defired, that a fpecial commiffion fhould be paifed by the King 
and council, requiring the judges to draw a patent for the new fettlemer.t of the 
crown ; and that a pardon fl1ould immediately after be granud them for any 
offence which they might have committed by their compliance. vV hen the pa
tent was drawn and brought to the bifhop of Ely, chancellor, in order to pafs 
the great fea1, that prelate required, that all the judges fhould fign it. Gofnald 
at firf1: refufed ; and it was with n1 uch difficu~ty, that he was prevailed on, by 
the violent menaces of Northumberland, to comply; but the conflancy of Sir 
J ames Hales, who, tho' a zealous proteftant, preferred jufl:ice on this occafion 
to the prejudices of his party, could not be fhaken by any expedient. The chan~ 
cellor next required, for his greater fecurity, that all the privy councellors fhould fet 
their hands to the patent: The intrigues of N orthumberJand or the fears of his vio
lence were fo prevalent, that the counfellors complied with this demand. Cranmer 
alone hefitated during fome time, but yielded at lafl: to the earnefl and pathetic 
entreaties of the King t. Cecil, at that time fecretary of fl:ate, pretended after
wards that he only figned as a witnefs to the King's fubfcription. And thus, by 
the King's letters patent, the two princeffes, Mary an<i Elizabeth, were fet afide; 
and the crown was fettled_ on the heirs of tl1e dutchefs of Suffolk: For the dutchefs 
herfelf was content to be poftponed to her daughters. 

AFTER 

* Fuller, book VIII. p. 2. t Cranm. Mem. p. 295• 
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AF T ER this fettlement was made, with fo many inaufpicious circumftances, Chap: If. 

Edward declined vifibly every day in his health; and fmall hopes were entertained 1553 
of his recovery. To make the matter worfe, his phyficians were difmiffed by 
Northumberland's advice and by an order of council ; and he was put into the 
hands of an ignorant woman, who undertook, in a little time, to reftore him to 
his former ftate of health. After the ufe of her medicines, all the bad fymp-
toms encreafed to the moft violent degree : He felt a difficulty of fpeech and 
breathing; his pulfe failed, his legs fwelled, his colour became livid ; and many 
other fympton1s appeared of his approaching end. He expired at Greenwich in ~~dJ~f:~h. 
the fixteenth year of his age, and the feventh of his reign. > 

• ALL the Englifh hiftorians dwell with pleafure on the excellencies of this young 
prince ; whom the flattering promifes of hope, joined to many real virtues, had 
made an objetl:: of the moft tender affections of the public. He poffeffed mild-
nefs of difpofition, application to ftudy and bufinefs, a capacity to learn and 
judge, and an attachment to equity and jufiice. He feems only to have con
tracted from his education and from the age in which he lived, too much of a 
narrow prepoffeffion in matters of religion, which made him incline fomewhat 
to bigotry and perfccution: But as the bigotry of proteftants, lefs governed by 
pridl:s, lies under more reftraints than that of catholics, the effects of this n1a
lignant quality were the lefs to be apprehended, if a longer life had been granted 
to young Edward. 

Yy 
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Lady Jane Gray proclaimed ~een.-Deferted by the people.-Th~ 
!f<.geen proclaimed and acknorzvledged.-1-lorthumberland executed. 
Catholic religion nftored.-A Parliament.-Deliberations ~with 
rt-gard to the ff<.yeen's marriage.-§(_,ueen's marriage ~with Philip. 
-W;'at's infurrecft'on.--Supprelfed.-Execution of lady Jane 
Gray.--A Parliament.-Philip's arrival in England. 

~·-... -•HE title of the princefs Mary to the crown, after the deceafe of her 
brother, was not liable to any confiderable difficulty; and the objections 
ftarted by the lady J ane's partizans, were new and unheard- of by the 
nation. Tho' all the proteftants, and even many of the catholic", 

believed the marriage of Henry the eighth with Catherine of Arragon to be un
lawful and invalid ; yet as it had been contraCted by the parties without any 
criminal intention, had been avowed by their parents, recognized by the nation, 
and feemed founded on thofe principles of law and religion, which then prevailed, 
very few imagined, that their iffue ought on that a(Ct unt to be regarded as ille
gnur~ate. A declaration to that purpofe hud indeed been extorted from the Par
liament by the ufual violence and caprice of Henry ; but as that monarch had 
afterwards been induced to refiore his daughter to the right of fucceffion., h.er 

Y y 2 title 
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title was now b come as l al and pnr\inmentary as it was tver encemed juft and 
natural. The public had been long [tmiliarized to thefe f~ntiments: During all 
the reign of Edward, the princefs was confldered as his lawful fucceffor: And 
tho' the proteftants dreaded the ·effects of her prejudice;, the extreme hatred, 
tmiverfally entertained againit the Dudlcys *, who, men forefaw, would, under 
the name of J ane, be the real fovereigns, was more than flfEcient to counterbal
lance, even with that party, the attachment to religion. This laft attempt, to 
violate the order of fucceffion, had difplayed Northumb~rland's ambition and 
injuftice in a full Jight; and when the people refleEted on t1e long train of fraud, 
iniquity and cruelty, by which that project had been concuEted ; that the lives 
of the two Seymours, as well as the title of the princefres, had b~en facr:ticed to 
it; they were moved by indignation to exert themfelves :n oppofition to fuch 
criminal enterprizes. The general veneration alfo, paid to the memory of I-Ienry 
the eighth, prompted the nation to defend the rights of Lis pofteriry; and the 
miferies .of the antient civil wars were not fo entirely forgotten, that men were 
willing, by a departure from the lawful heir, to incur the danger of the like blood-
1hed and confufion. 

NoRTHUMBERLAND, fenfible of the oppofition he mufr expect, had carefully 
concealed the deftination made by the King ; and in order to bring the two 
princeffes into his power, he had had the precaution to eng1ge the council, before 
Edward's death, to write to them in that prince's name, de.firing their attendance-, 
under pretext, that his infirm ftate of health required :he affiftance of their 
ccunfel and the confolation of their company t. Edward expired before their 
arrival ; but Northumberland, in order to make the prrncelfes fall into the fnare, 
kept the King's death fiill fecret ; and the Jady Mary had already reached 
lloddefden, within half a day's journey of the court. Happily, the earl of 
Arundel fcnt her private intelligence, both of her brother's death and of the 
confpiracy formed againft her t : She immediately made hdl:e to retire ; and ar
rived by quL:k journeys, firft at Kenning-hall in Norfolk, then at Framlingham 

. in Suffolk; where ilie propofed to embark and ret:re to Flanders, in cafe 1he 
1hould find it impoffible to defend her right of fuccefiion. S 1e wrote letters to 
the nobility and moft confiderable gentry in every count~ of England; com
manding them to affift her in the defence of her crown and perfon. And fhe dJf
patched a me!fage to the council; by which fhe notified eo th<m, that her brother,s 
death was no longer a fecret to her, promifed them pardon for pafl: offences, and 
required them immediately to give orders for proclaiming her title in London §. 

NoRTHUM· 

• Sleidan, lib. 25. t Heylin, p. I 54· :t Burn et, vol. II. p. z 3 3· § Fox, vol. III. p. 14. 
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NoRTH UMBERLAND found that farther diffimulation was vain: He went to Chap. I . 
Sion-houfe *, accompa1ied with the duke of Suffolk, the earl of Pembroke, 1 553· 

and others of the nobility ; and he approached the lady J ane, who refided there, 
with all the refpe<-'t ufually paid to the fovereign. Jane was, in a great n1eafure, Lady Jane 

ignorant of all thefe trmfattions; and it was with equal grief and furprize, that ~~·f~f;o~ 
i11e received intelligenc~ of then1 t. She was a lady of the moft amiable perfon, ~e.;n . 
the moft engaging dif)ofition, the moft accomplifhed parts ; and being of an 
equal age with the late King, fhe had received all her education with him, and 
feemed even to poifefs a greater facility in acquiring every part of manly and po-
lite li te rature. She had attained a know lege of the Roman and Greek languages, 
be fide modern tongues had paifed m oft of her time in an application to learn ing; 
and expreffed a great indifference for other occupations and amufements ufual 
with her fex and ftation. Roger Afcham, tutor to the lady Elizabeth, having 
at one time paid her a ,·ifit, found her employed in the reading of Plato, while 
the refi of the fami ly w~re engaged in a party of hunting in the park; and upon 
his admiring the finguhrity of her choice, fhe told him, that fhe received more 
pleafure from that autror than the others could reap from all their fport and 
gaity. If er heart, full of this paffion for literature and the elegant arts, and of 
tendernefs towards her hufband, who was deferving of her affection, had never 
opened it 'elf to the flattering allurements of ambition ; and the information of 
her advancement to the throne was by no means agreeable to her. She even re-
fufed to accept the pretnt; pleaded the preferable right of the two princei1es ; 
expreffed her dread of the confequences attending an enterpriz~ fo dangerous, 
not to fay fo criminal; md defired to remain in that private ftation in which lhe 
was born. Overcome 't laft with the entreaties, rather than reafons, of her fa-
ther and father-in-law, wd above all of her hufband, fhe fubmitted to their will, 
and was prevai~ed on to relinqui fh her own judgment. It was then ufual for the 
Kings of England, afre their acceffion, to pafs the firft days in the Tower; anJ 
Northumberland immeCiately conveyed thither the new fovereign :f:. All the 
counfellors were obliged to attend her to that fortrefs ; and by this means be-
came, in fome n1eafure, prifoners in the hands of Northumberland, \'y hofe ~ ill 
they were neceffitated tc obey. Orders were given by the council, to proclaim 
J ane throughout the kiagLiom ; but thefe orders were executed only in London, 
a 1d the neighbo·urhood. No applaufe enfued : The people heard the proclama-
tion with filence and cmcern: Some even exprclfed their fcorn and contempt: 
And one Pot, a vintrer's prentice, was feverely punilhed for this offence 11 · 

The 
• Thuanus, lib. xiii. c. 2. t God win in Kennet~ p. 3 29. Heylin, p. 149· Burne t) 

vol. ll. p. 234. :t: Heylin, p. I 59· 11 Ibid. p. 160. 



Chap. I. 
1553· 

H I S T 0 R Y oF E N G L A N D. 

The proteflant teachers themfelves, who were employed to convince the people 
of Jane's title, found their eloquence fruitlefs *; and Ridley, bifbop of London, 
who preached a fermon to that purpofe, wrought no effect upon his audience t. 

THE people of Suffolk, n1eanwhile, paid their attendance on Mary. As they 
;vere much attached to the reformed communion, they could not forbear, amid(l: 
their tenders of duty, to exprefs their apprehenfion for the proteftant religion; 
but when lbe affured them, that fhe never n1eant to change the laws of Edward j, 
they enlified themfelves in her caufe with zeal and affection. The nobility and 
gentry flocked to her daily, and brought her reinforcement. 'f.he earls of Bath 
and Suffex, the eldefr fons of lord Wharton and lord Mordaunt, Sir Wi.llian1 
Drury, S!r Henry Benningfield, Henry Jerningham, perfons whofe interefts lay in 
the neighbourhoud, appeared at the head of their tenants and retainers 11· SirEd
;ward 1-Iafting~, brother of the earl of Huntingdon, having received a commif
{ion from the council to n1ake levies for the lady J ane in Buckinghama1ire, car
ried over his troo~s, which amounted to four thoufand men, and joined Queen 
Mary. Even a fleet, which had been fent by Northumberland to lie off the 
coaft of Suffol!~, being forced into Yarmouth by a fiorm, were engaged to de
clare for that princefs. 

NoRTHUMBERLAND, who had hitherto been blinded by ambition, faw at la it 
the danger gather round hi m, and knew not to what hand to turn himfelf. He 
had levied forces, which were aifembled at London; but dreading the cabals of 
the cou: tiers and counfellors, whofe comp'iance, he knew, had been entirely the 
refult of fear or artifice, he was refolved to keep near the perfon of the Jady 
Jan~, and fc nd Suffolk to command the army. But the counfellors, who wifhed 
to remove him§, working on the filial tendernefs of J ane, magnified to her the 
danger to which her father would be expofed, and reprefented, that Northum
berland, who had g.1ined reputation by fuppreffing formerly a rebeJlion in thofe 
parts, was much more proper to command in that enterprize. The Duke him
felf, who knew the i1ender capacity of Suffolk, began to think, that none but 
himftif was able to enco~mter the prefent danger; and he agreed to take on him 
the command of the troops. The counfellors attended on him at his departure with 
the highefr proteftations of attachment, and none more than A rundel, his mortal 
enemy**. As he went along, he remarked the difaffection of the people, which 
foreboded a fatal iffue to his ambitious hopes. " Many/' Lid he to lord Grey, 

who 
"' Godwin, p. 330. HeyHn, p. r6z. Burnet, vol. IT. p. 236, 238. t Stowe, p. 6r r. 

Holling{hed, p. 1087. Strype's Mem. vol.IJJ. F'· 3· t Fox, vol.III. p. I 5· Baker, p. 3 q. 
SpeeJ, p. 816. 11 Heylin, p. 160. Burner, voi.If. p.z_,7· § Godwin, p. 330. 
Heylin, p. I 59· Burnet, vol. II. p. 239. fox, vol. Ill. p. 15. ** He) l.i:J, p. I( L Baker, 
p. 311. Hollinglbed, p. 1 o36. -
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who attended him, '' come out to look at ~1s, but I find not one who cries, God Chap. r. 
'' JPeed you :f:." 1553 ·· 

THE duke had no fooner reached St. Eumond's-bury, than he found his army, 
which never exceeded fix thoufand n1en, too weak to encounter the ~een's 11, 
which amounted to double the number. He wrote to the council, defiring them 
to fend him a reinforcement ; and the counfellors immediately laid hold of this 
pretence to free themfelves from their confinement. They left the Tower, as if Lady Jane de
they meant to execute Northumberland's co1nmands; but being aifembled in ferted by the-· 
Baynard's-caGle, a houfe belonging to Pembroke, they deliberated concerning people .. 
the method of fhaking off his ufurped tyranny. Arundel began the conference, 
by reprefenting the injuftice and cruelty of Northumberland, the exorbitancy of 
his ambition, the criminal enterprize which he had projeEted, and the guilt in 
which he had involved the whole council; and he afferted, that the only method 
of making atonement for their paft offence, was by a prompt return to the duty 
which they owed their lawful fovereign §. This motion was feconded by Pem-
broke, who, clapping his hand to his fword, fwore he was ready to fight any 
man who exprelfed himfelf of a contrary fentiment. The mayor and aldermen of 
London were immediately fent for, who difcovered great alaet<ty in obeying the 
orders they received to proclaim Mary. The reople expreffed their approbation by 
fhouts of applaufe. Even Suffolk, who commanded in the Tower, finding refiflance 
vain, opened the gates, and declared for the ~een. The lady J ane, after wearing the· 
vain pageantry of a crown during ten days, returned to a private life with much 
more fatisfaB:ion than fhe felt when the royalty was tendered to her* : And the 
1effengers who were fent to Northumberland, with orders to lay down his arms, 

found that he had defpaired of fuccefs, was deferted by all his followers, and had 
already proclaimed the Qyeen, with exterior marks of joy !lnd f~tisfaction t. The OEccn· 
The people every where, on the ~ten's approach to London, gave fenfible ex- proclaimed 
preffions of their loyalty and attachment. And the lady Elizabeth met her at the ~n~J~know
head of a thoufand horfe, which that princefs had levied, in order to fupport their g 
joint title againft the ufurper **. 

THE ~1een gave orders for taking into cuftody the duke of Northumberland, 
who fell on his knees to the earl of Arundel that arrefted him, and abjectly beg
ged his life tt. At the fame time were committed, the earl of W arwic, his eldeft 
fon, Ambrofe and Henry Dudley, two of his younger fons, Sir Anarew Dudley 

his 

t S ed P 816 11 Godwin p 331 § Ibid. p. 3·31, 332. Thuanus, lib. xiii. pe ' . . ' . • 
• Godwin, p. 332. Thuan.lib.xiii. c. z. t Stowe, p. 6tz. ~• Burnet, vol. II •. 
p. z4o. Heylin, p. 19. Stowe, p. 613. tt Burnet, vol. Il. p. Z39· Stowe, P.· 61z Baker, 
p. 31 5·· Hollingfhed, p. 1088 .. 
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hap. I. his brother, the marqueis of Northampton, the earl of Huntingdon, Sir Tho-
1553· mas Palmer, and Sir John Gates. The ~een afterwards confi11td the duke of 

Suffolk, the lady J a ne Gray, and lord Guilford Dudley. But Nary was de fir. 
ous, in the beginning of her reign, to acquire popularity by the appearance of 
clemency; and becaufe the counfellors pleaded conftraint, as an excufe for their 
treafon, fhe extended her pardon to moil: of them. Suffolk hinfelf recovered 
his liberty ; and he owed this indulgence, in a great meafure, to the contempt 
entertaiced of his capacity. But the guilt of Northumberland wcs too great, as 
well as his ambition and courage too dangerous, to permit him t'> entertain any 
reafonable hopes of life. \Vhen brought to his trial, he only deJired permiffion 
to afk two queftions of the peers who were appointed to fit on his jury; whether 
a man could be guilty of treafon who obeyed orders given him by the council 
under the great feal? and whether thofe who were involved in the ~ame guilt with 
himfelf, could aCt as his judges ? Being told, that the great fea~ of an ufurper 
was no authority, and that perions who lay not under any fentence of attainder, were 
Hill innocent in the eye of the law, and might be admitted on my jury§; he 
acquiefced, and pleaded guilty. At his execution, he made ptofeflion of the 
catholic religion, and told the people, that they never would enpy tranquillity 

zt .("\ugufr. till th-ey returned to the faith of their anceftors : Whether that fud1 were his real 
Northurnber- r. . h' h 1 h d £ 1 1 d t' · 11. d .J.. • • 1 hnd exe- Jentiments, w tc 1e a wrmer y concea.e , rom mtereu an an.uitiOn, or t 1at 
~uted. he hoped, by this declaration, to render the ~een more favou·able to his fa. 

rnily *. Sir Thomas Pal mer, and Sir John Gates, fuffered with Hm ; and this 
was all the blood fpilt on account of fo dangerous and crimina an enterprize 
againil: the rights of the fovereign. Sentence was pronounced againft the lady 
Jane and lord Guilford; but without any prefent intention of pLtting it in exe
cution. The youth and innocence of the p~rfons, neither of whan had reached 
their feventeenth year, pleaded fufficiently in their favour. 

WHEN Mary firft arrived in the Tower, the duke of Norfolk, who had been 
detained prifoner during all the la{l: reign; Courtney, fon to de marquefs of 
Exeter, who, without being charged with any crime, had been flbjetted to the 
fame punifhment ever fince his fatho's attainder; Gardiner, Tonftd, and Bonner, 
who had been confined for their adherence to the catholic caufe, a)peared before 
her, and implored her clemency and proteCtion t. They were .:11 of them re-
ftored to their liberty, and immediately admitted to her confidence and favour. 

§ Burnet, vol. IT. p. 243. Heylin, p. 18. Baker, p. 316. 
lin, p. 19. Burnet, vol. 111. p. Z43• Stowe, p. 614. 
l:jolingfhed, p. to88. 
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Norfolk's attainder, notwithftanding that it had paff'ed in Parliament, was repre· 
fented as null and invalid ; becaufe, among other informalities, no fpecial matter 
had been alleg~d againft him, except wearing a coat of arms, which he and his 
anceftors, witlnut giving any offence, had always made ufe of in the face of the 
court and of de whole nation. Courtney received the title of earl of Devon-
fhire; and the' educated in fuch clofe confinement, that he was altogether unac~ 
quainted with :he world, he foon acquired all the accomplifhments of a courtier 
and a gentleman, and made a confiderable figure during the few years which he 
lived after he recovered his liberty. Befides performing all thofe popular aB:s, 
which, tho' th(y only regarded individuals, were very acceptable to the nation, 
the Queen end(avoured to ingratiate herfelf with the public, by granting a gene-
ral pardon, tlH!' with fome exceptions, and by remitting the fubfidy voted to her 
brother in the hfl: Parliament 11· 

THE joy ariung from the fucceffion of the lawful heir, and from the gracious 
demeanour of 1he fovereign, hindered not the people from being agitated with 
great anxiety c1mcerning the ftate of religion; and as the bulk of the nation in
clined to the p1oteftant communion, apprehenfions were generally entertained of 
the principles a1d prejudices of the new Queen. The legitimacy of Mary's birth 
had appeared to be fomewhat conneCted with the papal authority ; and as thac 
princefs was ed.1cated with her mother, fhe had imbibed the firongeft attachment 
to the catholic mmmunion, and the higheft averfion to thofe new tenets, whence, 
fhe believed, all the n1isfortunes of her family had originally fprung. The dif
couragements \~hich fhe lay under from her father, tho' at laft they brought her 
to comply witf. his will, tended frill more to increafe her difguft to the reformers; 
and the vexatioBs which the proteCtor and the council gave her, during Edward's 
reign, had no ether effeCt: than to confirm htr farther in her prejudices. Natu
rally of a four md obftinate temper, and irritated by contradictions and misfor
tunes, fhe poffdfed all the qualities fitted to compofe a bigot; and her extreme 
ianorance rend~red her utterly incapable of doubt in her own belief, or of in-o 
dulgence to tle opinions of others. The nation, therefore, had great reafon 
to dread,. not ooly the abolition, but the perfen1tion of the efl:abli01ed religion 
from the zeal cf Mary ; and it was not long before fhe di[coveJ ed her inten-
tions. 

Chap. I . 
I) ) J• 

GARDINER, Banner, Tonftal, Day, I-Ieath, Vefey, were rcinfl:ated in their C 
1 1

. 
1
. 

at 10 1c re 1-

fees, either by ' direct act of power, or, what is nearly the fame, by the fen- gion re!lored. 

tcnce of commHioners, who were appointed to review their procefs and condem-
z z nation. 
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n;-~tion. Tho' the bifhopric of Durham had been diffolved hy authority of Par .. 
1iament, the ~e~n ereB:ed it anew by letters-patent, and replaced Tonf.l:al i.n his 
regaHties as well as in his revenue. Under pretence of difcourag:ng contro 7 trfy, 
1he filenced, by her prerogative, all the preachers throughout "'.ngland, exct;pt 
fuch as fhould obtain a particular licence* ; and it was eafy to forfee thJt none 
but the Catholics would be favoured with this privilege. Holgate, archbifhcp of 
York, Coverdale, biihop of Exeter, Audley of London, and Hooper of Glo· 
cefter, were thrown into prifon; whither old Latimer al(o was fent foon after t. 
The zealous bifhops and priefts were encouraged in their forwardnefs to revive 
the mafs, tho' contrary to the prefent laws. Judge Hales, who had difcovered 
fuch conftancy in defending the ~een's title, loft all his merit by an oppofition 
to thofe illegal practlces ; and being committed to cufiody, was treated with fuch 
feverity, that he fell into frenzy, and killed himfelf:J:. The men of Suffolk 
were brow-beaten, when they prefumed to plead the promife which the OEeen, 
when they inlified themfelves in her fervice, had given them, of maintaining the 
reformed religion: OneJ in particular, was fet in the pillory, becaufe he had 
been too peremptory in recalling to her memory the engagements which fhe had 
taken on that occafion. And tho' the ~een ftill promiftd, in a public declara
tion before the council, to tolerate thofe who differed from her 11, men forefaw, 
that this engagement, like the former, would prove but a feeble fecurity, when fet 
in oppofition to religious prejudices. 

THE merits of Cranmer towards the ~een, during the reign of Henry, had 
been confiderable; and he had fuccefsfuJly employed his good offices in mitigat
ing the fevere prejudices which that monarch had entertained againft her**. But 
the active part which he bore in promoting her mother's divorce, as well as in 
conducting the reformation, had made him the object of her hatred; and tho' 
Gardiner had been equally forward in folliciting and defending the divorce, he 
had afterwards made fufficient atonement by his fufferings in defence of the catho
lic caufe. rfhe primate, therefore, had reafon to expect little favour during the 
prefent reign ; but it was by his own indifcreet zeal, that he brought on himfelf ' 
the firft violence and perfecution. A report being fpread, that Cranmer, in or:
der to make his court to the ~een, had promifed to officiate in the Latin fer
vice, the archbifhop, to wipe off this afperfion, drew up a manifefto in his own 
defence. An1ong other expreffiom, he. there faid, that as the devil was a 1 yar 

* Heylin, p. 2 3· Fox, vol. III. p. l6. Strype's Mem. vol. HI. p. z6. 
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from the beginning, and the' fath"er of lies, fo he had at this titne 'ftirred up his 
fervants to perfecute Chrifl: and his true religion : That that infernal fpirit now 
endeavoured to reftore the Latin fatisfaetory maffes, a thing of his own inven-
tion and device ; and in order to effeB:uate his purpofe, had falfely made ufe of 
Cranmer's name and authority : And that the mafs is not only without founda-
tion, either in the fcriptures or the praB:ice of the primitive church, but likewife 
difcovers a plain contradiction to antiquity and the infpired writings, and is be-
fides replete with many horrid blafphemies *. On the publication of this inflam-
n1atory paper, Cranmer was thrown into prifon, and was tried for the part which 
he had acted, in concurring with the h1dy Jane, and oppofing the ~een's accef-
fion. Sentence of high treafon was pronounced againft him ; and tho' his guilt 
was fhared with the whole privy council, and was even lefs than that of moft of 
the others, this fentence, however fevere, n1uft be allowed entirely legaL The 
execution of it, however, did not follow ; and Cranmer was referved for a more 
cruel puniihment. 

PETER Martyr, feeing a perfecution gathering againft the reformers, defired 
leave to withdraw t; and while feme zealous catholics moved for his comtnit
ment, Gardiner both pleaded, that he had come over by an invitation from the 
government, and generoufiy furnifhed him with fupplies for his journey: But 
as bigotted zeal ftill increafed, his wife's body, which had been interred at Ox
ford, was afterwards dug up by public order, and buried in a dung-hill :J:. The 
bones of Bucer and Fagius, two foreign reformers, were about the fame time 
committed to the flames at Cambridge 11· John A-lafco was firft filenced, and 
then ordered to depart the kingdom :with his congregation. The greater part of 
the foreign protefl:ants followed him ; and the nation thereby loft n1any ufeful 
hands for arts and manufactures. Several Englilh proteftants alfo took fhelter in 
foreign parts, and every thing bore a difmal afpetl: for the reformation. 

Chap. I. 
155 3· 

DuRING this revolution of the court, no proteClion was expeB:ed by the pro- . 
teftants from the Parliament, which was fummoned to affemble. A zealous re- 5 OB:ober. 

former.~ pretends, that great violence and iniquity were ufed in the elections; A Parliament. 

but befides that the authority of this writer is inconfiderable, that practice, as the 
neceffities of government feldom required it, had not hitherto been often employed 
in England. There frill remained fuch IJumbers devoted, by opinion or affection, 
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to many principles of the ancient religion, that the authority of the crown was 

able to give fuch candidates the prevalence in moG: eleCtions ; and all thofe who 

fcrupled compliance with the court religion, rather declined taking a feat in the 

houfe, which, while it rendered them obnoxious to the ~1een, could afterwards 

afford them no protection againft the violence of prerogative. It foon appeared, . 

therefore, that a majority of the commons would be obfequious to Mary's de

figns ; and as the peers were moftly attached to the court, from intereft or ex

peCtation, little oppofition was expecred from that quarter. 

IN opening the Parliament, the court ihowed a very fignal contempt of the 

Jaws, by celebrating, before the two houfes, a mafs of the Holy Ghofr, in the 

Latin tongue, attended with all the ancient rites and ceremonies, tho' aboliil1ed 

by aB: of parliament*. Taylor, bifhop of Lincoln, having refufed to kneel at 

this fervice, was 'ery fevertly handled, and was. violently thruft out of the 

houfe t. The ~een, however, fl:ill retained the title of fupreme head of the 

church of England ; and it was generally pretended, that the intention of the 
court was only to rdlore religion to the fame condition in which it had been left 

by Henry; but that the other abufes of popery, which were chiefly grievous to 
the. nation, would never be revived. 

THE firfi: bill paffed by the Parliament, was of a very popular nature, and · 
abobfhed every fpecies of treafon which was not contained in the ftatute of Ed.
ward the third, and every fpecies of felony which did not fubfift before the firft 

of Henry the eighth :f:. The Parliament next declared the Q8een to be legiti

mate, ratified the marriage of Henry with Catherine of Arragon, and annulled 

the divorce pronounced by Cranmer !j, whom they greatly blamed on that account. 
No mention, however, is made of the pope's authority, as any ground of the 

n1arriage. The ftatutes of King Edward with regard to religion, were ~epealed 

by one vote § ; and thereby the national religion was replaced on the fame foot .. 

ing on which it ftood at the death of Henry. The attainder of the duke of Nor

folk was reverfed ; and this aB: of juHice was much more reafonable than the 

declaring that attainder invalid, without farther authority. Moft of the ciaufes 

of the riot act, paifed in the late reign, were revived: A fiep which eluded, in a 

great meafure, the popular ftatute enacted at the firft meeting of the Parliament. 

NoTwiTHSTANDING the compliance of the two houfes with the ~een's wilJ, 

they had frill a referve in certain articles ; and her choice of a hufband was, in 

particular, 
4 

* Fox, vol. III. p. 19. t Burnet, vol. II. p. z~z. t Mari.-e, feff. 1. c. 1. By 
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particular, of fuch importance to national intereft, that they were determined 
not to f...bmit tamely, in that refpect, to her will and inclination. There were 
three marriages*, concerning which it was f uppofed that Mary deliberated after 
her acceffion to .the crown. The firft perfon propofed to her, was Courtney, 
earl of Devonfhire, who, being an Englifl1man, nearly allied to the crown, could 
not fail to be acceptable to the nation ; and as he was of an engaging perfon 
a.nd addrefs, he had gained vifibly on the ~een's affections, and hints were 
dropt him of her favourable difpofitions towards him t. But that nobleman ne
glected thefe overtures; and feemed rather to attach him_felf to the lady Eliza., 
beth, whofe youth, and agreeable converfation, he preferred to all the power and 
grandeur of her fifter. This choice occafioned a great coldnefs of Mary towards 
Devonfhire; and made her break out in a declared animofity againft Elizabeth. 
The ancient quarrel between their mothers had funk deep into the malignant 
heart of the ~een; and after the declaration made by Parliament in f-avour of 
Catherine's marriage, !he wanted not a pretence for reprefenting the birth of her 
filler as illegitimate. The attachment cf Elizabeth to the reformed religion cf-: 
fended M ary's bigotry; and as the young princefs had made feme difficulty of 
difguifing her fentiments, very violent menaces had been employed to bring her 
to compliance.. But when the ~~en found that Elizabeth had obftruEted her ·· 
views in a point, which, perhaps, touched her frill more nearly, her refentment,. 
excited by pride, knew no longer any bounds ; . and the princefs was vifibly ex

pofed to the greateft danger i· 
CARDINAL Pole, who had never taken any but deacon's orders, was another 

party propofed to the ~een; and there appeared many reafons to induce her eo 
n1ake choice of this prelate. The high charaCter of. Pole for virtue and gene-·· 
rofity ; the great regard paid him by the catholic church, of which he had near-· 
ly reached the higheft dignity on the death of Paul the third 11; the ~een's af
feCl:ion for the countefs of Salifuury, his mother, who had once been her gover
nefs ; the violent animofity to which he had been expofed on account of his 
attachment to the Romiih communion ; all thefe confiderations . had a. pow- . 
erful influence on Mary. But the cJrdinal was now in the decline of life :; ~ 
and having contracted haoits of ftudy and retirement, he was reprefented as un-. 
qualified for the buftle of a court, and the hurry of bufinefs §- The ~een, 
therefore, dropt all views of that alliance : But as fhe entertained a great regard t 

for Pole's wifdom and virtue, 1he ftill p~opofed to reap_ the benefit of his advice . 
in 

• Tliuan. lib. ii. c. 3· t Godwin, p. 339· t Hey~in,. p. 31. Burnet, vol . . IT· 
p. zss· ll Father Paul, book iii. § Heylin, P·. 3!· 
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in the adminiftration of her government. She fecretly entered into a negociation 
with Commendone, an agent of cardinal Dandino, legate at :Bruffels; !he fent 
affurances to the pope, then J ulius the third, of her earneil de fire to reconcile 
herfelf and her kingdoms to the holy fee; and !he de fired that Pole might be 
appointed legate for the performance of that pious office*. 

THESE two marriages being rejected, the ~1~en caft her eye towards the em
peror's family, from which her Inother was def:ended, and which, during her 
greateft diftreffes, had always afforded her countenance and protection. Charles 
the fifth, who a few years before was almoft abJolute · m after of Germany, had 
exercifed his power in fuch an arbitrary manner, that he gave extreme difguft to 
the nation, who apprehended the total extinction of their liberties and privileges 
from the encroachments of that monarch t. R;ligion had ferved him as a pre
tence for his ufurpations; and from the fame principle he met with that oppoG
tion which overthrew his grandeur, and dallied :dl his ambitious hopes. Mau
rice, elector of Saxony, enraged that the landgnve of Heffe, who, by his ad
vice, and on his affurances, had put himfelf into the emperor's hands, !hould be 
unjuftly detained prifoner, formed a fecret confpiracy among the proteftant princes; 
and covering his intentions with the moft artificial difguifes, he fuddenly march
ed his forces againft Charles, and narrowly miffid becoming mafter of his per
fon. The proteftants fle~ to arms in every quarter ; and their infurrection, aid
ed by an invafion from France, reduced the em_teror to fuch extremity, that he 
was obliged to fubmit to articles of peace, which enfured the independency of 
Germany. To retrieve his honour, he made an attack on France; and laying 
fiege to Metz, with an army of an hundred thoufand men, he conducted the 
enterprize in perfon, and feemed determined, at all hazards, to fucceed in an 
undertaking which had attracted the attention of all Europe. But the duke of 
Guife, who defended Mctz, with a garrifon compofed of the bravefi: nobility of 
France, exerted fuch vigilance, conduct, and va our, that the fiege was pro
tracted to the depth of winter ; and the emperor found it dangerous to perfe
vere any longer. He retired with the remains of his army, into the Low Coun
tl'ies, much dejected with that reverfe of fortune which, in his declining years, 
had fo f:Hally overtaken him. 

No fo )ner did Charles hear of the death of Edward, and the acceffion of his 
kinfwoman, Mary, to the crown of England, than he formed the fcheme of ac
quiring that kingdom to his family; and he ho~:ed, by this incident, to com .. 
penfate all the loffes which he had fuflered in Ger.nany. His fon, Philip, who 

was 

* Burnet, vol. II. p. 2 58. t Thua1Us, lib. iv. c. I 7 • 
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but one fon by his former marriage; and tho' he was only 
n a () c•g ' eleven yea ·s younger than t'1e Jueen, thi objeCtion, it 

, 1, 1 1 bt ea Iy ~overlooked, a .d tl.eie vas no reafon to delpair. of her 
· I a 1 n•en ·m -· 1'ne emperor, therefore, immediat ly fent over an 

en t " :J <:~t:i fr his in .. nt" 1S to Mary, who, pleated with the fupport of fo power
fUl • a 1 ;a11 . , a1.1d a lad o unite herfelf more clofely with her moth:r's fami-
1· , tc• hid !11e was ver frrongly attached, readily embraced the propo'fal. 
Norfnlk, A··unciel. ar.c, .>, get, g:we their advice for the match: And Gardiner, 
wht. v~s become prir e 1 inifter, and who had been promoted to the office of 
chance!!or~ finding how 1ary's inclinations lay, feconded the project of the Spa .. 
nifh alliance; and repr"'fented, both to her and the emperor, the neceffity of 
fto•1. 11 :1g all farther innovations irl religion, till the completion of the marriage. 
He o ferved, that the P trliamenr, amidft all their compliances, had difcovered 
evid ·nt lymptoms of jealoufy, ard feemed at prefent determined, to grant no 
fm th ,;r conceffions in favour of the catholic religion : That tho' they might 
1nake a fc..crifice to their f)vereign of fome fpecu1ative principles, which they did 
not well comprehend, O" of fome rites, which feemed not of any immediate im
port nee, they had imbibed fuch [hong prejudices againft the pretended ufurpa
tions and exactions of the court of Rome, that they would with great difriculty 
be again brought to fubmit to its authority : That the danger of making a re
fumptton of the abbey lands, would alarm the nobility and gentry, and induce 
them to encourage the prepoffeffions which were but too general among the peo
ple, againft the doctrine and wor.fhip of the catholic church: That much pains 
had been taken to prejudice the ration againft the Spari!h alliance; and if that 
point was urged, at the fame time with further changes in religion, it would ha
zard a general revolt and infurrecrion : That the marriage, being once compleat~ 
ed, would give authority to the ~1een's meafures, and enable her afterwards to 

· forward that pious work, in which fhe was engaged: And that it was even ne· 
ceffary previouily to reconcile the people to the marriage, by rendering the con· 
ditions extremely favourable to th~ Engli!h, and fuch as would feen1 to enfure to 
th 11 th ir independency, and the entire poffeffion of their ancient laws and pri
vileges* • . 

THE emperor, well acquainted with the prudence and experience of Gardiner, 
aifented to all thei<~ reafons; and Je endeavoured to temper the zeal of Mary, 
by reprcfenting the neceffity of proceeding gradually in the great work of con
verting the nation • . l-Icaring that cardinal Pole, more fincere in his religious 
opinions, and lefs guided by the maxims of civil policy, after having fent oppo-

fite 
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fire advice to the QEeen, had fet out on his journey to England, where he wC!s 
to exercife his legantine commiffion ; he thought proper to ftop him at Dilling
hen, a town on the Danube ; and he afterwards obtained Mary's confent for this 
·detention. The negociation for the marriage mean-while proceeded apace; and 
Mary's intentions to efpoufe Philip became generally known to the nat"on. The 
commons, who hoped that they had gained the ~een by the concefiions which 
they had already made, were alarmed to hear, that 1he was refolved to contract a 
foreign alliance; and they fent a committee to remonftrate agai:rfr that dangerous 
meafure. 1"'o prevent farther applications of .the fame I· ind, fhe thought proper 
to dilfolve them. 

A coNvocATio~ had been fummoned at the fame time with the Parliament; 
and the majority here alfo appeared to be of the court religion. An offer was 
very frankly made by the Romanifts, to difpute concerning the points controvert· 
ed between the two communions; and as tranfubfrantiation was the article which, 
of all others, they efreemed the cleareft, and founded on the mofl: irrelifrible ar
gunlent, they chofe to try their flrength by defending it. The proteftants pufh
ed the difpute as far as the clamour and noife of their antagonifts would permit; 
and they fondly imagined, that they had obtained fome advantage, when, in the 
courfe of the debate, they obliged the catholics to avow, that, according to their 
doctrine, Chrift had, in his lafr fupper, held himfclf in his hand, and had [wal
lowed and eat himfelf *. This triumph, however, was confined only to their 
own party: The Romanifts mainta.ned, that their champions had clearly the better 
of the day; that their adverfaries were blind and obfi:inate heretics; that no
thing but the moft extreme depravity of heart could induce men to difpute fuch 
felf-evident principles; and that the fevere!t punifhments were due to their per
vcrfe wickednefs. So pleafed were they with their fuperiority in rhis favorite 
point, that they foon after renewed the difpute at Oxford ; and to 1how, that 
they feared no force of learni-ng or capacity, where reafon was fo evidently on 
their -fide, they fent thither Cranmer, Latimer, and Ridley, under a guard, to 
try whether thefe renowned controverfialifts could find any appearance of argu. 
111ent to defend their baffled principl t s t. The iffue of the debate was very dif
ferent from what it appeared to be a few years before, in a famous conference held 
at the fame place during the reign of Edward. 

l554·· AFTER the Parliament and convocation were broke up, the new laws with re-
gard to religion, tho' they had been anticipated~ in moft places, by the zeal of 

the 
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the Catholics, countenanced by the government, were ftill more openly put in Clnp. l. 

execution: The mafs was every where re-eftablifl1ed; and marriage was dtc1ared 1 554· 

to be incompatible with any fpiritual office. It has been afferted by feme writers, 
that three fourths of the c'ergy were, at this time, deprived of their livings; 
tho' other hifrorians, more accurate t, have efl:eemed the number of fuffercrs far 
ihort of this proportion. Could any principlts of law, jufl:ice or reafon be at-
tended to, where fuperftition predominates ; the priefi:s would never have been 
expelled for their paft marriages, which at that time were permitted by the la ws of • 
the kingdom. A vifitation was appointed, in order to re11ore more perfectly the 

.n1afs and the antient rites. Among other articles the commiffioners were enjoined 
to forbid the oath of fupremacy to be t:!ken by the clergy on their receiving any 

· benefice :f:. It is to be obferved, that this oath had been eftablifl1ed by the la V\ s 
of Henry the eighth, which were frill in force. 

THIS violent and fudden change of religion infpired the protefl:ants with great 
difcontent; and even affeCted indifferent fpeCtators with concern, by the hard-
lhips, to which fo many individuals were on that accm;nt expofed. But the 0Eeen's mar

Spanifh match was a point of more general concern, and diffufed univerfal ao- ~a~~ with 

prehenfions for the liberty and independance of the nation. To obviate all cl~- hilip. 

mour, the articles of marriage were drawn as favourable as poffible for the intereft 
and fecurity, and even grandeur of England. It was agreed, that tho' Philip 
lhould have the title of King, the adminiftration fhould be entirely in the ~1een; 
that no foreigner fhould be capable of enjoying any office in the kingdom ; that 
no innovation iliould be made in the Englifu laws, cuftoms and privileges ; that 
Philip fhould not carry the ~1een abroad without her confent, nor any of her 
children without the confent of the nobility; that fixty thoufand pounds a year 
!hould be fettled on her as her jointure; that the male iffue of this marriage 
fhould inherit, together with England, both Burgundy and the Low Countries; 
and that, if Don Car1os, Philip's fon by his former marriage, fhould die and his 
line be extinCt, the ~1een's iifue, whether male or female, fhou!d inherit Spain, 
Sicily, Milan, and all the other dominions of Philip *. Such was the treaty of _ 

1 1 
. 

1) t 1 anuaty. 
marriage figned by count Egmont, and four other ambaffadors fent over to 

England by the emperor. 

THESE articles, when publiilied, gave no fatisfaCtion to the nation: It was 
univerfa1ly faid, that the emperor, in order to get poffeffion of England, would 
verbally ao-ree to any terms; and the greater advantage there appeared in the 

0 
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Chap. I. conditions which he granted, the more certainly might it be concluded, that he 
1 554· had no ferious intention of obferving them : That the ufual fraud and ambition 

of that monarch might affure the nation of fuch a conduCl:; and his fon Philip, 
while he inherited thefe vices fron1 his father, added to them tyranny, fullennefs, 
pride, and barbarity, more dangerous vices of his own : That England . would 
become a province, and a province to a kingdom which ufually exercifed the 
n1oft violent authority over all her dependant dominions: That the Netherlands, 

· Milan, Sicily, Naples groaned under the burthen of Spanifh tyranny; and 

throughout all the new conquefts in America there had been difplayed fcenes of 

unrelenting cruelty, hitherto unknown in the hiftory of mankind : That the inqui

fition was a tribunal invented by that tyrannical nation; and would infallibly, 
with all their other laws and inftitutions, be introduced into Engbnd : And that 
the divided fentiments of the people with regard to religion would fubject mul

titudes to this iniquitous tribunal, and would reduce the whole nation to the mofl: 
abject fervitude *. · 

THEsE complaints, being diffufed thro' the whole people, prepared the nation 

for a rebellion; and had any foreign power given them encouragement, or any 
great man appeared to head them; the confequences might have proved fatal to 

the ~een's authority. But tpe King of France, tho' engaged in hoftilities with 

the emperor, refufed to concur in any propofal for an infurrection; left he fhould 

afford Mary a pretence for declaring war againft hin1. And the more prudent 

part of the nobility thought, that, as the evils of the Spanifh alliance were only 
dreaded at a diftance, matters were not yet fully prepared for a general revolt. 
Some perfons, however, more turbulent than the reft, believed, that it would be 
fafer to prevent than to redrefs grievances ; and they framed a confpiracy to rife 

Wjat's infur- in arms, and declare againfl: the OEeen's marriage with Philip. Sir Thomas 
reetion. \Viat propofed to raife Kent, Sir Peter Carew, Devonfuire ; and they engaged the 

duke of Suffolk, by the hopes of recovering the crown for the lady Jane, to 

attempt raifing the midland counties t. Carew's impatience or apprehenfions 
engaged him to break the concert, and to rife in arms before the day appointed :. 
He was foon fuppreffed by the earl of Bedford, and obliged to fly into France. 
On this intelligence, Suffolk, dreading an arreft, fuddenly left the town, with his 
brothers, the lord Thomas, and lord Leonard Gray; and endeavoured to raife the 
people in the counties of W arwic and Leicefter; where his intereft lay : But he 
was fo clofely followed by the earl of Huntingdon, at the head of 300 horfe, that 
he was obliged to difperfe his retainers, and being difcovered in his retreat, he was 

led 
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led prifoner to London t· Wiat was at firft more {ucce(sful in his attempt; Chap. • 

d I,. 54• and having publifhed a eclaration at Maidfl:one in Kent, againft the ~een's 
evil counfellors and againft the Spani!h match, without any mention of religion, 
the people began to gather under his ftandard. The duke of Norfolk with Sir 
Henry Jernegan was fent againft him, at the head of the guards and fame other 
troops, reinforced with 500 Londoners commanded by Bret : And he came 
within fight of the rebels at Rochefi:er, where they had fixed their head quarters 
Sir George Harper here pretended to defert from them ; but having fecretly 
gained Bret, thefe two perfons fo wrought on the Londoners, that that whole 
body deferted to Wiat, and declared that they would not contribute to enfiave 
their native country. Norfolk, dreading the contagion of this example, immc: 
diately retreated with his troops and took Ihelter in London*. 

AFTER this proof of the difpofitions of the people, efpecially of the Lon: 
rloners, who were moftly proteftants, Wiat was encouraged to proceed ; and he 
led his forces to Southwark, where he required of the ~een, that fhe !hould 
put the Tower into his hands, fhould deliver four counfellors as hoftages, and 
in order to enfure the liberty of the nation, immediately marry an Engli!hman .. 
Finding that the bridge was fecured againft him, and that the city was over
awed, he marched up to Kingfton, where he paffed the river with 4000 men ; 
and returning towards London, hoped to encourage his partizans, who had en
gaged to declare for him. He had imprudently wafted fo much time at South
wark, and in his march from Kingfron, that the critical feafon, on which all 
popular comrnotions depend, was entirely loft; and tho' he entered Weftminfter 
without refifrance, his follow_ers, finding that no perfon of note joined him, in
fenfibly fell off, and he was at laft feized near Temple-Bar by Sir Maurice Berk-
ley t. Above fevenry perfons fuffered for this rebellion: Four hundred were 6th February. 

conduCted before the ~een with ropes about their necks; and falling on their 
knees, received a pardon, and were difmiffed. Wiat was condemned and exe- Infnrret!ion 

cuted ; and as it had been reported, that, at his examination, he had accufed the fupprciled. 

lady Elizabeth and the earl of Devonfhire, he took care on the fcaffold, before 
the whole people, fully to acquit them of having any flurc in the rebellion . . 

THE lady Elizabeth had been, during fome time, treated with great harfhnefs 
by her fifter ; and many ftudied infi:ances of difcouragement and difrefpect h01d 
been praftifed againft her. She was ordered to take place at court after the 
countefs ofLenox and the dutchefs of SufloJk, as if !he \vere not legitin1ate, of the 

t Fox, vol. III. p. 30. 
Holingfued, p. I09f• 
p 621. 
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Chap. I. royal blood : Her friends were difcountenanced on every occafion: And while· 
1554, her virtues, which were now become very eminent, drew to her the attendance · 

of all the young nobility, and rendered her the favourite of the nation, the 
malevolence of the Queen Hill difcovered itfelf every day by freil1 fymptoms, 
and obliged the princefs to retire into the country. Mary feized the opportqnity 
of this rebellion ; and hoping to involve her fifter in fame appearance of guilt, 
fent for her under a firong guard, committed her to the Tower, and ordered her 
to be very ftrietly examined by the council. But the public declaration made by 
\Viat rendered it impraCticable to employ againft her any falfe evidence, which. 
might have offered; and the princefs made fo good a defence, that the ~een. 
found herfelf under a neceffity of difmiffing her*. In order to fend her out of 
the kingdom, a marriage was propofed to her with the duke of Savoy; and. 
when !he declined giving her confent, 1he was committed to cufiody, under a 
very fhong guard, at Wodefioke. The earl of Devonfhire, rho' equally inno
cent, was confined in Fotheringay caftle. 

BuT this rebellion proved ftill more fatal to the lady Jane Gray, as well as 
to her hufband: The duke of Suffolk's guilt was imputed to her; and tho' the 
infurgents and malecontents feemed chiefly to reft their hopes on the lady Eliza
beth and the earl of Devonfhire, the OEeen, incapable of generofity or clemency,: 
was determined to remove every perfon, from whom the leaft danger could be 
apprehended. vVarning was given the lady Jane to prepare for death;. a dc·om. 
which fhe had long expeCted, and which the innocence of her life, as well as the 
misfortunes to which lhe had been expofed, rendered no unwelcome news to her. 
The QEeen's bigotted zeal, under colour of tender mercy to the prifoner's foul? 
induced her to fend divines, who molefied her with perpetua] difputation ; and 
even a reprieve of three days was granted her, in hopes that lhe would be per
fuaded, during that time, to pay, by a timely converfion, forne regard to her. 
eternal welfare. The lady J ane had prefence of mind, in thofe melancholy cir
cumftances, not only to defend her religion by all the topics then in ufe, but alfa 
to write a letter to her fifter t in the Grrek language ; in which, befides fending 
her a copy of the fcriptures in that tongue, fhe exhorted her to maintain, in every 

;uth February fortune, a like fteddy perfeverance. On the day of her execution, her hufband, 
the lord Guilford, defired permiffion to fee her; but fbe refufed her confent, and 
fent him word, that the tendernefs of their parting would overcome the fortitude 
of both, and would too much unbend their minds from that conftancy, which 
their approaching end required of them: Their feparation, 1he faid, would be 

only 

· • God win, p. 343· Burnet, vol. II. P· 273. Fox, vol. Ill. p. 99, 105. Strype's Mem. vol.III. 
p. 25. t Fox, vol. Ill. p. 35. Heylin, p, 166. 



only for a moment; and they would foon rejoin each other in a fee-ne, where Chap. T. 

their affections would be for ever united, and where death; difappointment, and 
1
55 +· 

misfortunes could no longer have accefs to them, or difhnb their eternal felicity =1=· 

IT had been intended to execute the lady J ane and lord Guilford together on 

the fame fcaffold at T'ower-hill; but the council, dreading the compaffion of the 

people for their y.outh, beauty) innocence, and noble birth, changed their orders, 

and ga\'e direCtions that ihe ihould be beheaded within the verge of the Tower. E xecutio14 of 

She faw her hufband led to execution; . and having given him from the window lady Jane 

fome token of her remembrance, ihe waited with tranquillity till her own ap- Gray. 

pointed hour ihould bring her to a: like fate. She even faw his headlefs body 
carried back in a cart; and found herfelf more confirmed by the reports, which 

ihe heard of the conftancy of his end, than fhaken by fo tender and melancholy. 

a fpeetacle. Sir John Gage, conftable of the Tower, when he led her to exe-
cution, defired her to beftow on him fome fmall ~refent, which he might keep. 

as a perpetual memorial of her: She gave him her table-book, where ihe had 
jufl: wrote three fentences on feeing her huiband's dead body; one in Greek ,. 
another in Latin, a third in Engli!h *. The purport of them was, that human. 

juftice was againft his body, but the divine mercy would be favourable to his foul ; 

and that if her fault deferved punifhment, her youth at leaft, and her imprudence 

were worthy of excufe; and that God and pofterity, fue trufted, would !how 
her favour. On the fcaffold, ihe made a fpeech to the bye-ftanders, where the 
mildnefs of her difpofition led her to . take. the blame entirely on herfelf, without 

uttering one complaint againft the feverity, with which ffie had been tr.eated. 

She faid, that her offence was not the having laid her hand upon the crown, bu t 
the not rejeCting it \\ ith fufficient conftancy : That fl1e had lefs erred thro' am-

bition than thro' reverence to her parents, whom fhe had been taught to refpect 
and obey : That ihe willingly received death, as the only fati~faetion which !he 
could now make to the injured ftate; and tho' her infringement of the laws had 
been conftrained, ihe would ihow, by her voluntary fubmiffion to their fentence, 

that fhe was defirous to attone for that difobedience, into which too much filial piety 

had betrayed her: That fhe had juftly deferved this punilliment for. being made the 

inftrument, tho' the unwilling inftrument, of the ambition of others : And that 

the ftory of her life, !he hoped, might at leaft be ufeful, by proving that inno-

cence excufes not great mifdeeds, if they tend any way to the deftruetion of the 
commonwealth. After uttering thefe words, fhe caufed herfelf to be difrobed by 

her women ; and with a fteddy ferene countenance fubmitted herfelf to th'e exe-. 

cutioner t . THE 
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THE duke of Suffolk was tried, ccndemned, and executed foon after ; a;1d 
would have met with more compaffion, had not his temerity been the caufe of 
his daughter's untimely death. The lord Thomas Gray loft his life for the fame 
crime. Sir Nicholas Throcmorton was tried in Guildhall ; but there appearing 
no fatisfaCtory evidence againft him, he was able, by making an admirable de
fence, to obtain a verdiCt of the jury in his favour. The ~een was fo enraged 
at this difappointment, that, inftead of releafing him as the law required, fhe re
committed him to the Tower, and kept him in clofe confinement during feme 
years. But her refentment ftopped not here : The jury, being fummoned b.fore 
the council, were all of them tent to prifon, and afterwards fined, fome of then1 
a thoufand pounds, others two thoufand a-piece *. This illegal violence proved 
fatal to feveral, among others to Sir John Throcmorton, brother to Sir Nicholasj 
who was condemned on no better evidence than had been formerly rejected. The 
OEeen filled the Tower and atl the prifons with nobility and gentry, whom their 
intereft with the people, rather th~n any appearance of guilt, had made the ob
jects of her fufpicion. And finding, that fhe was become extremely odious to 
the nation, fhe was refolved to difable them from refiftance, by ordering general 
mufters, and directing the commiffioners to feize their arms, and lay them up in 
forts and caftles. · 

THo' the government laboured under fo general an odium, the ~1een's autho
rity had received fuch an increafe from the fuppreffion of Wiat's rebellion, that 
the miniftry hoped to find a very compliant difpoGtion in the new Parliament, 

A Parliament. which was fummoned to affemble. The emperor alfo, in order to facilitate the 
sth April. fame end, had borrowed no Iefs a fum than 40o,ooo pounds which he had fent 

over to England, to be diftributed in bribes and penfions among the members: 
A pernicious praCtice, of which there had not hitherto been any inftance in 
England. And not to give the public any alarm with regard to the church 
lands, the Queen, notwithftanding her bigotry, refumed her legal title of fu
preme head of the church, which fhe had dropped three months before.. Gar
diner, the chancellor, opened the feffion by a fpeech; in which he a1ferted the 
Queen's hereditary title to the crown; maintained her right to choofe a hufband 
for herfelf; he obierved how proper an ufe fhe had made of that right, by pre
ferring an old ally, defcended from the houfe of Burgundy; and remarked the 
failure of Henry the eighthJs pofterity, of whom there now remained none but 
the ~een and the lady Elizabeth. He added, that, in order to obviate the in .. 

conveniences, 

*Fox, vol.III. p. 99· Stowe, p.6z4. Baker, p. 320, Hollingfhed, p.IIo4, II2I. Strype,. 
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conveniences, which might arife from different pretenders, it was neceffary to 
invefi: the ~een, by law, with a power of difpofing of the crown, and of ap .. 
pointing her fucceffor : A power, he faid, which was not to be regarded as a new 
thing in England, fince it had formerly been conferred on Henry the eighth t. 

THE Parliament were much difpofed to gratify the Queen in all her defires; 
but when the liberty, independency, and very being of the nation were brought 
into fuch vifible danger, they could not by any means be brought to compli
ance. They knew both the inveterate hatred which fue bore the lady Elizabeth, 
and her devoted attachment to the houfe of Auftria : They were acquainted with 
her extreme bigotry, which would lead her to Fofi:pone all confiderations of juftice 
or national interefi: to the eftabli!hment of the catholic religion : They remarked, 
that Gardiner had carefully avoided, in his fpeech, de giving to Elizabeth the 
appellation of the ~1een's fifter ; and they thence ccncluded, that a defign was 
formed of excluding her as illegitimate: 1 hey expec:ed, that IVlary, if invefted 
with fuch a power as fhe required, would make a will in her huiliand's favour, 
and thereby render England for ever a province of de Spanifh monarchy : And 
they were the more alarmed with thefe projects, wh~n they heard, that Philip's 
defcent from the houfe of Lancafter was carefully infifted on, and that he was 
publickly reprefented as the true and only heir by right of inheritance. 

THE Parliament, therefore, aware of their dangerl were determined to keep 
at a diftance from the precipice, which lay before thtm. They could not avoid 
ratifying the articles of marriage*, which 'were drawn very favourabl~ for Eng
land; but they declined paffing any fuch Jaw as the chancellor pointed out to 
them : They would not fo much as declare it treafon to imagine or attempt the 
death of the Q.tleen's hufband, while fhe was alive; and a bill introduced for 
that purpofe was laid afide after the firfi: reading. The more effectually to cue 
off Philip's hopes of exerting any authority in England, they paired a Jaw, where 
they declared, " that her majeily as their only Quem, Ihou1d folely and as a 
'' foie ~een, enjoy the crown and fovereignty of her realms, with all the pre
" eminences, dignities, and rights thereto belonging, in as large and ample a 
'' manner after her marriage as before, without any title or claim accruing to the 
" prince of Spain, either as tenant by courtefy of the realm, or by any other 
" tneans:J:.'' 

A LAw paffed in this Parliament for re-erecting the bifhopric of Durham; 
which had been diffolved by the laft P~rliament of Edward §. The ~1een had 

already, 
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already, by an exertion of her abfolute power, put Tonftal in ·poffeffion of that 
fee: But tho' it was ufual at that time for the crown to affume authority which 
might fcem entirely legiilative, it was always efteemed more fafe and fatisfactory 
to procu re the fanCtion of Parliament. Bills were introduced for fupprd1ing erro
neou s opinions contained in books, and for reviv:ng the law of the fix articles, 
together wi th thofe againft the Lollards, againft herefy and erroneous preaching: 
But none of thefe laws could pafs the two houfes. A proof, that the Parliament 
had referves even in their conceffions with regard to religion ; about which they 
ftem to have be n lefs fcrupulous. The ~1een, therefore, finding that they 
would nnt ferve all her puq:: ofes, finifbed the fellion by diifolving them. 

MAR v's thoughts were now entirely employed about receiving Don Philip, 
whofe arriv'!J fhe hourly expected. This princefs, who had lived fo many years 
in a very referved and private manner, without any profpect or hopes of a huf .. 
band, was fo fmit with affection for her young fpotJe, whom !he had never feen, 
that Ihe waited with the utmofl: impatience fo r the -completion of the marriage ; 
and every obftacle was to her a fource of anxiety and difcontent *,. She com
plained of Philip's delays as affected ; and fbe could not conceal her vexation, 
that, tho' fbe brought .him a kingdom for a dowry~ he treated her with fuch ne
glect, that he had never yet favoured her with a fingle letter. Her fondnefs 
was but the more encreafed by this fupercilious treatment ; and when fhe found 
that her fu~jects had entertained the greateft averfion for the event, to which lhe 
directed her fond eft willies, fhe made the whole Englifh nation the object of 
her refentment. A fquadron, under the command of lord Effingham, had been 
fitted out to convoy Philip from Spain, where he then refided; but the admiral 
informing her, that the difcontents ran very high among the feamen, and that 
it was not fafe for Philip to entruft himfelf into their hands, fhe gave orders to 
c1ifmifs them. She then dreaded, that the French fleet, being mafters of the fea, 
n1ight intercept her huiband ; and t very rumour of danger, every blafr of wind, 
threw her into panics and convulfions. Her health, and even her underftandino-

o' 
were vifibly impaired by this extreme impatience; and Ihe was ftruck with a new 
.apprehenfion, left her perfon, impaired by time, and blafl:ed by ficknefs, fhould 
render her lefs acceptable to her future fpoufe. Her glafs difcovered to her how 
hagard !he was become, and when Ihe remarked the decay of her perfon, lhe 
knew not whether fhe ought more to .-ndire or apprehend the arrival of 
Philip. 

- Strype, vo1.1IT. p. 1~5 . 



AT laft came the mon1ent fo impatiently expected; and news were brought Ch1r) T. 

the Queen of Philip's arrival at Soutlumpton *. A ftw d1ys after, they were 1 H1· 

mar ied in \V cftminfler; and naving made a pompous entry into London, where 19th July. 

Ph.lip difplayed his wealth with great oftentation, !he carried him to \V ind- Phil ip':> :lr -

fDr, the palace in which they afterwards refided. The p; in(.e's behaviour r!~~~. in Eng-

was ill calculated to cure the prejudices, which the E . gliTh nation had entertained 
againft him. He was difl:ant and refcrved ~n his addrcfs; took no notice of the 
falutes even of the moft conriderable noblemen; and fo entrenched himfelf in 
f<>rms and ceremoni s, that he was in a mar.1.er inaccefilble t: ut this circum-
ftance rendered him the more Kceptable to the ~h.en, who defired to have no 
company but her hufband's, a11d who was impatient when ibe met with any in-
terruption to her fondnefs. The iborteft abfence gave her vexation ; and when 
he !bowed civilities to any other woman, fhe could not conceal her jealoufy 
and refentment. 

1~HE ~een foon found, thlt Phi!ip's ruling paliion was ambition ; and that 
the only method of gratifying him and fecuring his affections was to render 
him mafter of England. The intereft and liberty of her people were confi lera
tions of fmall moment, in comparifon of her obtaining this favourite poinr. 
She fummoned a new Parliam=nt, in hopes of finding th·. m entirely compliant; 
and that ihe might acquire t1e greater authority over them, ihe i•11itate.i the 
precedent of the former reign, and wrote circular letters directing a proper choice 
of tnembers t· The zeal of the catholics, the influence of Spanifh gold, the 1 zth Novem

powers of prerogativr, the cifcouragement of the gentry, particularly of the ber. 

proteftants ; all thefe caufes, f:conding the intrigues of Gardiner, had procured 
he.r a houfe of commons whic1 was, in a great: meafure, to her f.-nisfaEl:ion ; and 
it was thcught, from the dif~ofltion of the nation, that ibe might now [ddy 
omit, in her fummons of the Parliament, the title of jtpreme head of the churcb, 

tho' infeparably annexed by .aw to the crown of England§. Cardinal Pole 
was arrived in Flanders, iii\·dled with legar.tine pow(r fn m rhe pope: In 
order to prepare the way for his arrival in Engbnd, the Parliament paffed an 
act, rever:1ng his attainder, ard rtfioring his blood; and t 1e Q1een dilix~nGrg 
with the old ftatute of provifors, granted him permiflion to act a legate. The 

3 B Clrt:inal 
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Cha,). I. cardinal came over to London; and after being introduceJ to the King and 
1

55'+· Oupen, he invited the P.1rliament to reconcile themfdves and the kino-don 
\ 0 

to the apofl:olic fee, from which they lud been fo long and fo unhappily fe-
parated. This mdfa;e was taken in good part; and botl1 houfes voted ~n ad~ 
drefs to Philip and Mary, acknowlegin:_y that the; had been guilty of a moft 
horrible defeCtion from r:1e t~ue church; profeffing a fincere repentance for their 
pafl: tranfgreffions; declaring their refolu tion to repeal all laws enacted in preju
dice of the church of Home ; and praying their majefti s, that fince thEy were 

happily uninfecl:ed with that criminal fchifin, they would interce le wi(h the holy 
bthcr for their ab~olution and f- rgivenefs 11· Their requdl: was eafily grJnted. 
The legate, in name of his holinefs, gave the Parliament and k:ngdom abfolu
tion, freed them from a;l cenfures, and received them again into the bofom of 
the church. The popr, then Julius the third, being informed of thefe tranfac~ 
tions, faid, that it was an unexampled inftance of his felicity, to receive thanks 
from the Engli!h, for allowing them to do what he ought to give them thanks 
for performing§. 

NoTWITHSTANDING the extreme zeal of thofc times, for and againfc p·'1pery, 
the objeCt: always uppermofr with the nobility and gentry, was the care of their 
money and eftates ; and they were not brought to make there conceffions in fa
vour of Rome; till they had received repeated affurances, from the po _e as well 
as the Q]een, that the plunder which they had made of the eccldiaftics, fhouJd 
never be enqu~red into ; and that the abbey and church lands n1oul~i remain w th 
the prefent poffeffi)rS *. But not tru!ting altogether to the(e pron;ifes, the Parlia
n1ent took care, in the law itfe1f t, by which they repealed the form..:-r fiatutes en
aCted again f1 the pope's authority, to infert a claufe, in which, be fides beftowing va
lidity on all marriages celebrated during the fchifm, and fixing the right of in
cumbents to their benefices, they gJve fecurity to the poffdfors of church lands, 
and freed them from all danger of ecclefiaftical cenfures. The convor'ation alfo, 
in order to remove all apprehenfions on th:--t head, were induced to prefent a peti
tion to the fame purpofe t; and the legate, in his mafler's name, ratified all thefe 
tranfactions. It now appeared, that, notwithftanding the efforts of the ~1een 
and King, the power of the papacy was effectually fuppreifed, and invincible 
barriers fixed againfi its re-eftablilhment. For tho' the jurifdiction of the eccle
fiaftics was, for the prcfent, reftored, their property, on which their power much 

11 Fox, vol. JII. p. iii. Heylin, p. 42. Burnet, vol. II. p. 293. Godwin, p. 247. 
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depended, was irrecoverably loft, and no hopes remained of recovering it. Even 
thefe arbitrary, powerful,' and bigotted princes, while the tranfaEtions were yet 
recent, could not regain to the chui·ch h r roffeffions fo lately lof1:; and 1 o ex
pedients :vere left the c ergy for enriching themfelves, but thofe which they had 
<:tt f1rit praEtifed, and w hi eh had required ages of ignorance, barbarifm, and fu
perfh ion to operate their cfr a on ma~kind 11· 

1~H E Parliament having fecured tl eir own po!feffions, were more indificren t 
with r gard to religion, or even the lives of their fel:ow citizens; and they re· 
vived the old fanguinary laws a;ainfl: btretics *, which had been rejeEteJ in the 
former Parliament. 1~hey alfo enaCted feveral laws ag,1infl: fedjtious words and 
rumours t; and they made it treafon to imagine or att~·mpt the 2eath of Philip, 
during his marriage with the Queen :f:. Each Parliament hitherto had been in
duced to go a frep farther than their predecefiors ; but none of them had entirely 
Jofl: all regard to national ir:.terefts. Their hatred againft the Spaniards, as well as 
their fufpicion of Phi lip's pretenGons, fiill prevailed; and tho'. the ~e~n attempted 
to get her hufband declared prefumptive heir of the crown, and to have the admi
nifl:ration put into his hands; ihe failed in all her hopes, and could not fo much 
as procure the Parliament's confcnt to his coronation§. All attempts likewife to 
procure fubfidies from the commons, in oider to fupport the emperor in his 
war. againfr France, p. oved fruitlefs ; and the ufual animofi.ty and jealoufy of, the 
Englifh againfl: that I~ingdom, feemed to have given place, for the prefent, to 
like paffions againfl: Spain. Phiiip, fenfi.ble of the prepoffeffions entertained 
againfl: him, endeavoured to acquire popularity, by procuring the re1r.afe of fe
veral prifoners f diflinftion ; the lord L ~enry Dudley, Sir George Harper, Sir 
Nicholas Throcmonon, Sir Edmond vVarner, Sir \Vjlliam St. Lo, Sir Nichola3 
Arnold, H1rrington, Tremaine, who had been confined from the fufpicions or 

3 B 2 r ·fentmen.:: 

11 The po. e at firfi: gave cardinal Pole powers to tranf.'tfr only with ·eg::n..l to the pafi: fi·cit of the 
church la, s; but being :1dmonifued of the danger attending any a·tem?t towarJs a refumiJtion of 
the lands, he enlarged the cardina 's po\ver, and gran~ed him :mt ority t > er.fu--.. the future pofieffio 1 

f th~ church bnds to the prefent proprietors. Tl~crc was only one cl~u~c in the ea ·J·nal\ powers 
that has given occafion for fomc fpecu'a ion. An exception w:ts nt~tJe o, fuch C.t.eS as 1' le fh Hl d 
thit , important enou h to merit the ice:ng ccmmunic;:;.t 1 to the holy fe . But Pole fimpl. rNi.".:"l 
the pofl"dlion of the' hole church :an s; and his commiGon had givl:n hi.11 fu 11 pvwcrs to that rurpof- . 
See Hc.rlcyan. iitcellany, vol. V JI. p. z6 j., :66. 1 is tru , fomc cour:cils h;n e de-.1 red, t11at it 
(xceds e\'en the po er of the pope to alienate any church LlnJs; and the ·o. c, <!C mdino to his con-

eOlience, n.ay either adhere to or recede from this declaration. 

1 & 2 Phil & ~.!:-:•·· c. 6. t JL.i 1
• c 3, g. s z PniL & .1nr c. I:J, 

Godw·n, ?· 348. Ia!~cr, P· 32~. 

Chq.T. 
15 5 t• 



(hap. I. 
1 5 54· 

16 January. 

$i2 I-I ~ S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

refentment of the court 11· But no hing was more agreeable to the nation than 
his proteCtion of the laJy Elizabeth, from the fpite and malice of the ~1een 7 
anc.l the reft:oring her to her liberty. This ml"afure was not the effetl: of any ge
neroGty in Philip, a fentiment of which he was wholly incapable; but of a re
fined policy, which made him fore,..ee, that, if that princefs were put to death, 
the next lawful heir was the ~1een of Scots, whofe fucceilion would for ever an
nex England to the crown of France. The earl of Devonfhire alfo reaped fome be
nefit from the affected popularity of Philip, and recovered his liberty: But that 
nobleman finding himfdt expofed to rufpicion, begged permimon to travel*; 
and he foon after died in Padua, from poifon, as is pretended, given him by the 
imrerialifls. He was the eleventh and laft earl of Devonfhire of that noble fa
mily, al!ied to the royal family of France. 

THE ~een's extreme deGre of having ilfue, had made her fondly give credit 
to any appearance of her pregnancy; and when the legate was introduced to her, 
ihe fancied, that fhe fe:t the embryo ftir in her womb. I-Ier flatterers compared 
this motiOn of the infant to that of John the Baptift, who leaped in his mother's 
belly at the falutation of the virgin t. Difp1tchts were immediately fent to in
form foreign courts of this event : Orders were i.fTued to give public thanks~ 
Great r~joicings were made : The family of the young prince was already fet
tled t ; for the catholics held themfel ves affured that the child was. to be a male : 
And Banner, bin1op of London, made public prayers be faid, that Heaven 
would pleafe to render him beautiful, vigorous., and witty. But the nation re
mained ftill fomewhat incredulous; and men were perfuaded, that the ~een 
laboured under infirmities, which rendered her incapable of having children. 
1-Ier infant proved only the commencement of a dropfy, which the difcr
dered flate of her health had brought upon her. The belief, however, of her 
prtgnancy was frill maintained with all poffible care; and was one artifice, by 
which Ph lip endeavoured to fupport his authority in the kingdom. The Par
liament pa.fTed a law, which, in cafe of the ~1een's death, appointed him 
protector during the minority; and the King and ~een, find·ng they could 
obtain no furth~r conceffions, came unexpectedly to vVeftminfter Hali, and dif
folved them. 

THERE happened a remarkable affair this feffion, which muft not be pa!fed 
over in filence. Several members of the lower houfe, di!fatisfied with the mea
fures of the Parliament, but finding thell?felves unable to prevent them, made a 

11 Heylin, p. 39· Burnet, vol. H. p. z87. Stowe, p. 6z6. 
p. 349· t Burnet, vol. II. p. zgz. God win, p. 3 t8· 

feceffion, 

"" Hcy;in, p. 40. Godwin, 
:t: Heylin, p. 46. 
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tccefiion, in order to fhow their diiapprobation, and refufed any longer to attend 
the houte 11· ~ r this in il:anc of ·oncumacy they were indi ~ted in the King's
bench after the difio!ution of the Parliament: Six of them fubmitted to the mer
cy of the court, and paid their fines : The refl: trave fed ; and the ~1een died 
before the affair was b rought to an iffue. Judging of the matter by the fubfe
quent pretenfions of the houfe of common<;, and, indeed, by the true principles 
of a free government, this attempt of the ~een's minift:ers muft be regarded as 
a breach of privilege; but i gave little umbrage at that time, and was never callecl 
in queftion by any future houfe of commons which fat during this reign. 

C H A P. II. 

Reofons for and agairvfl cJoleration.-Pcrfecutt"ons.-A Parliament~ 
-The .'f.!_teen's cxtortions.--The emj;eror rejigns his crown.--Exe
cution oj' Cranmer.--lfar with France.-Battle of St. §(gintin. 
--Calais taken by the French.--Ajja-irs of Scotland.--Mar-
r1age of the Dauphin and the ~een of Scots.-A Parliament.
Death of the ~teen.. 

HE fuccefs which Gardiner, from his cautious and prudent conduct, had 
met with in governing the Parliament, and engaging them bo h to ap

prove of the Spani!h alliance, and the re-eftabli!hment of the ancient religion,, 
two points, to which, it was believed, they bore an extreme averfion, had fo 
raifed his charaB:er for wifdom and policy, that his opinion was received as 
an oracle in the ~etn's codncils; and his authority, as it was always great in 
hi own party, no longer fuffered any oppofition or controul. Cardinal Pole 
himfelf, tho' more beloved on account of his virtue and candour, and tho' fupe
rior in birth and ftation, had not equal weight in publlc deliberations ; and \\- hile 
his learning, piety, and humanity were extremely refpetl:ed, he w~s reprefented 
more as a good man than a great minifi:er. A very important queftion was fre
quently debated, before the QEeen and council, by there two ecclefiaftics; whe
ther the laws lately revived againft heretics fhould be put in execution, or fhould 
only be employed to refhain, by terror, the bold attempts of thefe zealots. 
Pole was very fincere in his religious principles; and tho' his moderatron had made 

him: 

11 Coke's Inftitutcs, part iv. p. 17. Strype's Memor. vol. III. p. 165. 
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h ·m be fu!JJ~£h.d at Rome of a endcncy tow:1rds Lutheranifm; he was ffriouOy 
perfuaded of the c.nho!ic doB:rin(s, and thought that no confideratioi1 of human 
pol' cy ought ever to come in co1npetition with fuch important intere!l:s. G r
diner, on the contr,uy, had ahv:1ys made his r 1igion fubfervicnt to his ichemes 
of Lfery or advancement; ~ and l::y his unlimited compl ifance to I-Ienry, he had 
ihown, that haa he not been pufled to extremity under the late minority, he was 
fufficiently difpofed to make a fa(rifice of his principles to the tftab!iihed thco
loJy. This was the well· knowr. chamEter of thefe .t·vo great counfellors; yet 
fuch is the prevalence of temper above fyftem, that ti e benevolent difpofition of 
Pple led him to advife a toleratim of the heretical tenets which h:' highly blamed; 
while the fevere manners of Gardiner inclined him to ~ 1pport, by pe1 fecution, 
that religion which, at the botton, he re0 ·1rded with great indifference·~. This 
circumfl:ance of public conduct vas of the higheft importance; and from being 
the object f deliberation in the council, it foon. became the fubjett of difcourfe 
throughout the nation. \Ve fhaU re.prefent, in a few words, the topics by whirh 
each fide fupported, or might hare fupported, their fcheme of policy ; and fhall 
difplay the oppofite reafons whi:h have been employed, with regard to an ar
gument that ever has been, and !ver will be fo much canvaifed. 

THE praCtice of perfecution, laid the defenders of Pole's opinion, is the fcan
dal of all religion; and the tbedogical animofity, fo fierce and violent, far from 
being an argument of men's con·ri~ion in their oppofite tenets, is a certain proof, 
that they ha vc n~ver reached any ferious perfua!ion with regard to thefe remote 
ar.d fublin"e fubjeCl:s. Even thof~ who arc the moft impatient of contr.::!diEtion in 
other controverfies, are mild and mo lerate in comparifcJn of po!emical divines ; 
a·1d wherever a man's know lege and experience give him a perfect a!furance of 
1 is own opinion, he regards wit'l contempt, rather than anger, the oppofi[ion 
and miftakes of others. But w:1ile men zealouOy maintain what they neitner 
clearly compr_ hend, nor entirely believe, they ar~ fhaken in their imagined faith, 
by the oppofite perfuafion, or e\{!n doubts of other men ; and v nt 0.1 their an~ 
tagonifts that impatience which :s the natural refult of fo difagreeab!e a fl:ate of 
the qnclerftanding. They then embrace eafily any"" preter:ce for reprefenting op· 
poncnts as impious and prophane; and if they can alfo find a colour for co.:nec1:
ing this violence with the interef:s of ci\'il government, they can no longer be 
reilrained from giving uncontrculed {cope to ven;eance and rcfentment. But 
furcl y never u1terprize was 111ore unfortunate than that o1 founding perfc
cution upon po il'Y, or endeavouring, for the fake of peace, to fettle an entire 
uni'o1 mi~y of o~ mwn, in que1 ons which, of all others, are leaft fubjectcd to 

the 
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the criterion of human reafon. The univerfal and uncontradiEl:ed preva'e1 cc of 
one opinion in religious fubjeEts, ea 1 only be owing at firfl: to the flupid icrno-

b .,.. f b 
ranee and bar .tfllm o th 1-eople, who never indulge thcmfelves in any fj.;ccula-
tion or enquiry ; a .d there is no other expedient for maintaining that uniformity, fo 
fondly fought after, but by b nifhing for ever all curiofity and all imi)rovement 
in fcience and cultivation. It may not, indeed, appear difl]cult to eh ck, by a 
fieddy feverity, the firil beginnings of controverfy ; but befides that this policy 
expofes for ever the peopL to all the abject terrors of fuperfiition, and the magi
ftrate to the endlefs encroachments of ecc:efiafl:ics, it alfo renders men fo delicate, 
that they can never endure to hear of oppofition; and they \\ill fometime pay 
clearly for that faVe tranquility in wl1ich they have been fo long inr~ulged. As 
healthful bodi~s are ruined by too nice a regimen, and arc thereby rendet ed inca
pable of bearing the unavoidable incidents of human life; a people who never were 
allowed to inugine, that their principles could be conrefl: ed, By out into t1 e moft 
OL!trageous violence when any event (and fl1ch events are common) produces a 
faction among their clergy, and gives rife to any difference in tenet or opinion. 
But whatever may be f:1id in favour of fi1pprcffing~ by pel ~ cution, the firft be· 
ginnings of hercfy, no fol id argument can be alleJged for extending feverity to
wards multitudes, or endeavouring, by capital puni!hments, to extirp(;te an opi
nion, which has diffufed itfelf tluo' men of every rank <ind ftation. Befides the 
extreme barbarit of fl"lc 1 an attempt, it proves commonly ineffectual to the pur
pofe intended; and ferves only to ma1:e men more obflinate in their perfuafion, 
and to encreafe the number of their profelytes. The melancholy with which the 
fear of death, torture, and perfecution infpires the fectaries, is the proper difpo
fition for foftering religious zeal : The pr. fpeB: of eternal reward~, when brought 
near, O\~erpowers the dread of temporal puni!hment : The glory of martyrcJom 
fiimulates all the more furious ~ealots, efpecially the leaders and preachers: 
\Vhere a violent animofity is excited by oppreHlon, men pais naturally from hat
ing the perfons of their tyrant~, to a more violent abhorrence of their doctrine : 
And the fpectators, moved with pity towards the fuppofed martyrs, are natura1ly 
feduced to embrace thofe principles which can inlpire men \ ith a confi:ancy that 
appears alrnofl: fupernatural. Open the door to toleration, the n1utual hatred re
laxes among the fectaries ; their attachment to their particular religion decays ; 
the common occupation. and plcafur s of life fucceed tn the acrimony of 
difputation ; ar-d the rame man, ' ho, in oth:::r circt mfiances, would have 
braved flames and tortures, is engaged to change his re igion from the fmallell: 
profpect of favour and advancement, or even from the frivolous hopes of bccom· 
ing more fafhionable in his principles. If any exception can be admitted to this 
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nuxim of toleration, it will only be where a theology altogether new, no w.ty 
conneCted with the ancient religion of the ftate, is imported from foreign coun
tries, and may eafily, at one blow, be eradicared, without leaving the feeds of 

future innovations. But as this inft:1nce would involve fome apology for the an
cient pagan perfecutions, or for the extirpation of Chriftianity in China and J a
pan ; it ought fure'y, on account of this detefred confeq uence, to be rather bu
ried in eternal file nee and oblivion. 

T Ho' thefe arguments appear entirely fatisf:1B:ory, yet fuch is the fubtil ty of 
human wit, that Gardiner, and the other enemies to toleration, were not reduced 
.to filcnce, and they frill found top:cs on which to fuprort the controverfy. The 
doCtrine, faid they, of liberty of confcience is founded on the m oft flagrant im
piety, and fuppofes fuch an indifference among all religions, fuch an obfcurity in 
theological doctrines, as to render the church and magifrrate incapable of difrin
guifhing, with certainty, the dichltes of Heaven from the mere fiClions of hu
Inan imagination. If the Divinity reveals principles to mankind, he will furely 
give a criterion by which they may be afcertained; and a prince, who knowingly 
allows thefe principles to be perverted, or adulterated, is infinitely more criminal 
than if he gave permiffion for the vending of poifon, under the fhape of bread, 
to all his fiJbjects. Perfecution may, indeed, feem better calculated to make hy
pocrites than converts; but experience teaches u~, that the habits of hypocrify 
often turn into reality; and the children at leaft, ignorant of their parents diffi
mulation, may happily be educated in more orthodox tenets. It is abfurd, in op
pofition to confiderations of fuch unfpeaka! le importance, to plead the temporal 
an 1 frivolous interefis of civil fociety; and if matters be thoroughly examined, 
even tlut topic will not appear {() certain and univerfal in favour of roleration as by 
fDme it is reprefented. \Vhere fects arife, whofe fundamental principle on all fides, 
is ,to execrJte, and abhor, and damn, and extirpate each other; what choice has 

the magiftrate left bm to take party, and by rendering one feB: entirely prevalent, 
refiorc, at lea!l for a time, the pubJic tranquillity? The political body, being 
here flcl· ly, mnft not be treated as if it were in a ftJte of found health ; and an 
affeCted neutrality in the prince, or even a cool preference, may ferve only to en
courage the hopes of all the feel", and keep alive their animoGry. The pro
teftants, far from toleratirg the religion of their ancefiors, reg~r.l it as an impi
(;US and deteftJble idolntry; .and during the late minority, when they were en
t~rely maf'.as, ena-Eted vrry fevere, tho' not capital, punifhments aga:nfl: all ex
ercife of the catholic worfhip, and even again£1: fucb as barely abftained from their 
1·rof.1:1e rites and facraments. Nor are infbnces wanting of their endeavours to 

it.·cure .an imagined orthodox; hy rhe moft rig[1rous executions: Calvin has 
burned 
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burned Servetus at Geneva: Cranmer brought Arians and Anabaptifts to the 
flake: And if perfecution of any kind is to be admitted, the moft bloody and 
violent will furely be allowed the moft juftifiable, as the moll: effectual. Impri
fonments, fines, confifcations, whippings, ferve only to irritate the feCl:s, with-
out difabling them from refifl:ance: But the fiake, the wheel, or the gibbet, muft 
foon terminate in the extirpation or banifhment of all the heretics, who are in-
clined to give difl:orbance, and in the entire filence and fubmiffion· of the reft. 

TH:s arguments of Gardiner being more agreeable to the cruel bigotry of Mary 
and Philip, were better received; and tho' Pole pleaded, as is affirmed*, the 
advice of the emperor, who recommended it to his daughter in -law, not to 
praEtife violence againft the proteftants, and defired her to confider his own ex
ample, who, after endeavouring thro' his whole life to extirpate herefy, had, in 
the end, reaped nothing but confufion and difappointment, the fcheme of to
leration was entirely rejeCt d. It was determined to let loofe the laws in their full 
rigour againft the reformed religion ; and England was foon filled with fcenes of 
horror, which have ever fince rendered the catholic religion the objeCt of general 
deteflation, and which prove, that no human depravity can equal revenge and 
cruelty, covered with the mantle of religion. 

Chap. TI~ 
I 555• 

THE perfecutors began with Rogers, who was prebendary of St. Paul's, and v· 
1 

t 
• • • • • • , 10 en per-

a man emment In h1s party for VIrtue as well as for learnmg. Gardmer s plan was fecution in 
firft to attack men of that charaCter, whom, he hoped, terror would bend to fub- England. 

million, and whofe example, either of puni!hment or recantation, would natu-
rally have influence on the multitude : But he found a perfeverance and courage 
in Rogers, which it may feem ftrange to find in human nature, and of which all 
ages, and all feets, do notwit1ftanding furnilh many examples. Rogers, befide 
the care of his own prefervation, lay under other very powerful temptations to 
.compliance : f-Ie had a wife, whom he tenderly loved, and ten children ; yet 
fuch was his ferenity after his condemnation, that the jailors, it is faid, waked 
him from a found fleep, when the hour of his execution approached. He had 
deG red to fee his wife before he died ; but Gardiner told him, that he was a 
prieft ; he could not poffibly have a wife: Thus joining infult to cruelty. 
l~oaers was burnt in Smithfield t. 

b 

I-:IooPER, biihop of Glocefl:er, had been tried at the fame time with Rogers; 
but was fent to his own diocefe to be executed. This circumfiance was contrived to 

3 C ftrike 

~ Burnet, vol. II. Heylin, P· 47· It is not likely, however, that Charles gave any fuch advice: 
p6 r he himfelf wao at this very time proceeding with great violence in perfecuting the reformed ia 
Flanders. Bentivoglio, part i. lib. r. 
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{hike a greater terror into his flock; but it was a fource of fatisfaction to Hooper, 

who rejoiced in giving teftimony, by his death, to that doCtrine which he had 
formerly taught them. When he was tied to the ftake, a ftool was fet before 
him, and the Queen's pardon laid upon it, which it was ftill in his power to ac
cept by his recantation : But he ordered it to be removed; and chearfuJiy pre
pared himfelf for that dreadful punifhment to which he was condemned. He 
fuffered it in its full feverity: The wind, which was vehement, blew the 
flame of the reeds from his body : The faggots were green, and did not 
k indle eafily: All his lower parts were confumed before his vitals were at
tacked: One of his hands dropt off: With the other he continued to beat his 
breaO: : He was heard to pray and exhort the people, till his tongue, fwoln with 
the violence of the agony, could no longer permit hin1 utterance. He was three 
quarters of an hour in torture, which he bore with inflexible conftancy :f:. 

SANDERS was burned at Coventry: A pardon was alfo offered him ; but he 
rejecced it, and embraced the ftake, faying, " Welcome the crofs of Chrift; 
" welcome everlafting life." Taylor, parfon of Hadley, was confumed by 
flames in that place, amidft his ancient friends and parilhioners. When tied to 
the ftake, he repeated a pfalm in Englifh: One of his guards ftruck him on the 
mouth~ and bid him fpeak Latin : Another, in a rage, gave him a blow on the 
head with his halbert, which happily put an end to his torments. 

THERE was one Philpot, archdeacon of Winchefter, poffeffed of fuch zeal for 
orthodoxy, that having been eng1ged in a difpute with an Arian, he fpit in his 
adverfary's face, to lhow the great deteftation which he had entertained againft 
that herefy. He afterwards wrote a treatife to juftify this unmannerly expreffion 
of zeal ; and he faid, that he was led to it, in order to relieve the farrow con
ceived from fi.1ch horrid blafphemy, and to fignify how unworthy fuch a mif
creant was of being admitted into the company of any chriftian 11· Philpot was 
a proteftant; and falling now into the hands of people as zealous as himfelf, but 
n1ore powerful, he was condemned to the flames, and fuffered at Smithfield. 

THE article upon which a1moft all the proteftants were condemned, was, their 
refufal to a-cknowlege the real prefence. Gardiner, who had vainly expeeted, 
that a few examples would firike a terror into the reformers, finding the work 
daily multiply upon him, devolved the invidious office on others, chiefly on Ban
ner, a man of profligate manners, and of a brutal character, who feemed to re
joice in the torments of the unhappy fufferers *. He fometimes whipped the pri-

foners 

:t Fox, vol. III. p. 14 5, &c. :Burnet, vol. 11. p. 302. Hey1in, p. 48, 49· Godwin, p. 349• 
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foners with his own hands, till he was tired with the violence of the exercife: 
l-Ie tore out the beard of a weaver, who refufed to relinquifh his religion; and 
that he might give him a fpecimen of burning, he held his hand to the candle~ 
till the finews and veins fhrunk and burft t. 

IT is needlefs to be particular in enumerating all the horrid cruelties pratlifed 
in England during the courfe of three years that thefe perfecutions lafted : The 
favage barbarity on the one hand, and the patient conftancy on the other, are fo 
fimilar in all thefe martyrdoms, that the narration, very little agreeable in itfelfll" 
would never be relieved by any variety. Human nature appears not, on any oc
cafion, fo deteftable, and at the fame time fo abfurd, as in thefe religious perfecu
tions, which fink men below infernal fpirits in wickednefs, and below the beafis 
in folly. A few inftances only may be worth preferving, in order, if poffible, to 
warn zealous bigots, for ever to avoid fuch odious and fuch fruitlefs barbarity. 

FERRAR, bilhop of St. David's, was burned in his own diocefe; and his ap
peal to cardinal Pole was not attended to :f:. Ridley, bilhop of London, and 
Latimer, former! y bilhop of Worcefter, two prelates celebrated for learning and 
virtue, perilhed together in the fame flames at Oxford, and fupported each other's 
conftancy by their mutual exhortations. Latimer, when tied to the ftake, called 
to his companion, " Be of good comfort, brother, we lhall this day kindle fuch 
,, a torch in England, -as, I truft in God, ihall never be extinguifhed." The 
executioners had been fo merciful (for that clemency may more natura11y be-afcribed 
to them than to the religious zealots) as to tye bags of gunpowder about thefe 
prelates, in order to put a fpeedy period to their tortures: The explofion imme
diately killed La timer, who was in an extreme old age : Ridley continued alive 
during fome time in d1e midft of the flames 11· 

ONE Hunter, a young man of nineteen, an apprentice, having been feduced 
by a prieft into a difpute, hJd unwarily denied the real prefence. Senfible of hi 
danger, he immediately concealed himfelf; and Banner laying hold of his fa
ther, threatened him with the greateft feverities, if he did not produce the young 
man to ftand his tryal. Hunter, hearing the vexations to which his father was 
expofed, voluntarily delivered himfelf to Bonner, and was condemned to the 
flames by that barbarous prelate. 

THoMAS Haukes, when conducted to the ftake, agreed with his friends, that 
if he found the torture tolerable, he would make them a fignal to that purpofe in 
the midft of the flames. His zeal for the caufe in which he fuffered, fo fupport
ed him, that he ftretched out his arms, the fignal agreed on ; and in that poil:ure 

3 C 2 he 
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he expired*. This example, with many others of Lke conftancy, encouraged 
multitudes, not only to fuffer, but even to afpire to m1rtyrdom. 

THE tender fex itfelf, as they have commonly a gre1ter propenfity to reJigjon, 
produced m~ny inftances of the moft inflexible coura~ in fupportin~ the protef
~on of it, againft all the fury of the perfecutors. One execution in p1nicular was 
attended with circumftances which, even at that time, excited aftonif1-llnent, by 
reafon of their unufual barbarity. A woman in Guemfey, being near the time 
of her labour when brought to the ftake, was thrown into fuch agitation by the 
torture, that her belly burll:, and fhe was delivered in the midft of the flames. 
One of the guards immediately fnatched the infant from the fire, and attempted 
to fave it : But a magiftrate who ftood by, ordered it to be thrown back ; being 
determined, he faid, that nothing fhould furvive whic1 fprung from fuch an ob
fiinate and heretical parent t. 

THE perfons condemned to thefe punifhments were .10t convicted for teaching, 
or dogmatizing, contrary to the eftablifhed religion : They were feized merely 
on fufpicion; and articles being offered them to fubfcriJe, they were immediately, 
llpon their refufal, condemned to the flames :f:. Thofe infrances of barbarity., -
fo unufual in the nation, excited horror; the confiancy of the martyrs was the 
objeCt of admiration; and as men have a principle of equity engraven in their 
minds, which even falfe religion is not able totally to obliterate, they were fhock
ed to fee perfons of probity, of honour, of pious diJpofitions, expofed to pu
ni!hments more fevere than were inflicted on the greatefl: ruffians, for crimes fub
verfive of civil fociety. To exterminate the whole proteftant party, was known 
to be impoffible; and nothing could appear more iniquitous, than to fubjeEt to 
torture, the moft confcientious and courageous among them ; and allow the 
cowards and hypocrites to efcape. Each martyrdom, therefore, was equivalent 
to a hundred fermons againfl:: popery ; and men either avoided fuch horrid fpec
tacles, or returned from them full of a violent, tho' recret, indignation againft 
the perfecutors. Repeated orders were fent from the CQuncil, to quicken the dili
•gence of the magiftrates in fearching after heretics; and, in fome plac::es, the 
gentry were obliged to countenance, by their prefence, thefe b:ubarous executi
ons. The violences tended only to render the Spaniili government daily more 
odious; and Philip, fenfible of the hatred which he incurred, endeavoured to 
remove the reproach from himfelf by a very grofs arti1ce: He ordered his con
fdfor to deliver in his prefence a fermon in favour of toleration : a doctrine 

* Fox, vol. Ill. p. z65 . 
t Ibid. P.. 306. 
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fomewhat extraordinary in a Spanifh friar 11· But the court, finding that Banner, 

however 1hameJ, .. fs and favage. would not bear alone the whole infamy, foon 

threw off tlt"' 'naik , and the unrelenting temper of the Queen, as well as of the 

King, appeared without cor,rroul. A bold ftep was even taken towards the intro

duction of the inquifitiun into England. As the bifhops' courts, tho' extremely 

arbitnry, and not bound by any ordinary forms of law, appeared not to be invefted 

with fufficient power, a ccmmiffion was appointed by authority of the ~een's 

prerogative, more effec1udly to extir.Pate herefy. Twenty-one perfon were 
named ; but any three we1e armed with the powers of the whole. The com

miHion runs in thefe terms; '' That fince many falfe rumours were publi!hed 

" among the fubjetls, and many heretical opinions were alfo fpread among them, 

" therefore they were to erquire into thofe, either by prefentments by witneffes, 
" or any other political w2y they could devjfe, and to fearch after all herefies; 

" the bringers in, the felle~s, the readers of all heretical books : They were to 

" examine and punifh all mifbehaviours or negligences, in any church or chap

" pel; and to try all prieft:s that did not preach the facrament of the altar; all 

" perfons that did not he:11 mafs, or come to their parifh church to fervice, that 

,, would not go in procef1bns, or did not take holy bread or holy water : And 

" if they found any that Cid obftinately perfift in fuch herefles, they were to put 

" then1 into the hands of :heir ordinaries, to be punifhed according to the fpiri

" tual laws : Giving the commiffioners full power to proceed, as their difcre_ 

" tions and confciences finuld direct them, and to ufe ail fuch means as they 

" would invent for the fearching of the premifes; empowering them alfo to call 

" before them fuch witnefes as they pleafed, and to force them to make oath of 

" fuch things as might d fcover what they fought after·:*." Some civil powers 

were alfo given the commiJioners to punifh vagabonds and quarrelfome perfons. 

T 0 bring the methods ,)f proceeding in England nearer the pratlice of the 

inquiGtion, letters were written to the lord North, and others, enjoining them, 

" To put to the torture fLch obflinate perfons as would not confefs, and there to 

" order then1 at their difcetion t." Secret fpies alfo, and informers, were em

ployed, according to the ?ractice of that iniquitous trib~nal. Infl:ruB:ions were 

aiven to the juftices of peace, <' That they !hould call lecretly before them one 

:=: or two hondl: perfons within their limits, or more, at their difcretion, and 

~' command them by oath, or otherwife, that they fl1all fecretly learn and fearch 

" out fuch perfon, as !hdl evil-behave themfelves in church, or idly, or fhall 

" defpife openly by word:, the King's or ~een's proceedings, or go about to 
'' In."ike.. 

\1 Heyl:n,. p. 56. ~ :Burn et, vol. II. Coll. 3 z. t Burnet, vol. III. p. 243. 
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" make any commotion, or tell any feditious tales or news. And alfo, that t e 
" fame perfons fo to be appointed, fhall declare to the fame jufrices of peace. 
'' the ill behaviour of lewd difordered perfons, whether it £hall be for ufing un
~' lawful games, and fuch other light behaviour of fuch fufpe8:ed perfons: And 
" that the fame information !hall be given fecretly to the jufrices; and the fame 
" jufrices fuall call fuch accufed perfons before them, and examine them, with
" out declarit1g by whom they were accufed. And that the fame jurl:ices !hall, 
" upon their examination, puni!h the offenders, according as their offences fhall 
" appear, upon the accufement and examination, by their difcretion, either by. 
" open punifhment or by good abearing :j:." In fome refpec1s, this tyrannical 
edict even exceeded the oppreffion of the inquifition; by introducing into every 
part of government, the fame iniquities which that tribunal praB:ifes only for the 
extirpation of herefy, and which are, in fome n1eafure, neceffary, wherever that 
end is earneftly purfued. 

BuT the court had devifud a more expeditious and fummary method of filp
preffing herefy than even the inquifition itfelf. They iffuerl a proclamation againft 
books of herefy, treafon, and [edition; and declared, '' That whofoever had 
" any of thefe books, and did not prefently burn them, without reading them:. 
" or !hewing them to any other perfon, !hould be efteemed rebels; and without 
" any farther delay, be executed by martial law 11·" Fron1 the ftate of the Eng· 
lifh government, during that period, it is not fo much the illegality of thefe pro· 
ceedings, as their violence and their pernicious tendency, which ought to be the 
object of our cenfure. 

WE have thrown together almoft the whole tranfaB:ions againft heretics, tho' 
carried on during a courfe of three years; that we may be obliged, as little as 
poffible, to return to fuch fhocking violences and barbarities. It is computed, 
that in that time two hundred and feventy-feven perfons fuffered by fire ; befides 
thofe punifhed by imprifonment, fines, and confifcations. Among thofe who 
fuffered by fire, were five bifhops, twenty-one clergymen, eight lay gentlemen, 
eighty-four tradefmen, one hundred hufbandmen, fervants, and labourers, fifty
five women, and four children. This perfevering cruelty appears aftonifhing; 
yet is it much inferior to what has been practifed in other countries. A great au
thor* computes, that in the Low Countries alone, from the time that the edict 
of Charles the fifth was promulgated againft the reformers, there had been fifty 

. thoufand perfons hanged, beheaded, buried alive, or burnt, on account of reli
gwn; 

t Burnet, vol. III. p. 246, 247• 
1'au1, lib. 5· 
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gion; and that in France the number had alfo been confiderable. Yet in both Chap. rr. 
countries, as the fame author fubjoins, the progrefs of the new opinions, infl:ead 1555· 
of being checked, was rather forwarded by thefe perfecutions. · 

THE burning of heretics was a very natural method of reconciling the k :ng
dom to the church of Rome, and little follicitation was requifite to engage the 
pope to receive the ftrayed flock, from which he reaped fuch profit: Yet was 
there a folemn embaffy fent to Rome, confifting of Sir Anthony Brown, created 
vifcount Montacute, the biihop of Ely, and Sir Edward Carne; in order to 
.carry the fubmiffion of England, and beg to be readmitted into the bcfo1n of 
the catholic church *. Paul the fourth, after a fhort interval, now filled the 
papal chair ; the m oft haughty pontiff, that during feveral ages had been elevated 
to that dignity. He was offend.ed, that Mary frill retained among her titles, 
that of ~een of Ireland; and he affirmed that it belonged to him alone, as he 
faw proper, either to erect new kingdoms or aboliili the old : But to avoid all 
rlifpute with the new converts, he thought proper to erect Ireland into a king
dom, and then admitted the title, as if it had been his own conceffion. This 
was an ufual artifice of the popes to give aHowance to what they could not pre
vent t, and then pretend, that perfons, while they exercife.d their own power, 
were only aCting by authority from the papacy. And tho' Paul had at firft in
tended to oblige Mary formally to recede from this title, before he would be. 
flow it tlpon her; he found it wifer to proceed in a more political, ~nd lefs 
haughty manner :f:. 

THE other point of difcuffi<>n between the pope and the Englifh ambaffadors 
was not fo eafily terminated. Paul infifted, that the property and poifeffions of 
the church fhould be reftored even to the uttermoft farthing: That whatever be
longed to God, could never by any law be converted to profane ufes, and every 
perfon who detained fuch poffeffions was in a ftate of eternal damnation: That 
he would willingly, in confideration of the humble fubmiffions of England. 
make them a prefent of thefe ecclefiaftical revenues ; but fuch a conceffion ex. 
ceeded his power, and the people might be certain that fo great a profanation of 
holy things w.ould be a perpetual anathema--t1pon them, and would blaft all their 
future felicity: That if they would truly fhow their filial piety, they muft re
ftore all the privileges and emoluments of the Roman church, and Peter's pence 
amonO' the reft; nor could they expect, that that apofile would open to them 
the g~tes of Paradife, while they detained from the1n his poffeffions on earth §. 

Thefe 
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i Father Paul, lib. 5· Heylin, P· 45 · 

t Fath("'r Paul, lib. )· 



H I S T 0 R Y oF E N G L A N D; 

Chap. II. Thefe earneft remonfl:rances being tranfmitted to England, tho' they had litt1e 
1 SS 5 • influence on the nation, operated powerfully on the Queen ; and fhe was deter

mined, in order to eafe her confcience, to reftore all the church lands which were 
fiill in the poffeffion of the crown ; and the more to exprefs her zeal, !he erecred 
anew fome convents and monafteries, notwithftanding the low condition of the 
public revenues. When this meafure was debated in council, fom~ tnembers 
objected, that if fuch a confiderable part of the revenue was difmembered, the 
dignity of the crown would fall to decay : But the ~1een replied, that fhe pre .. 
ferred the falvat:on of her foul to ten fuch kingdoms as England i'· Thefe im
prudent meafures would not probably have taken place fo eaG!y, had it not 
been for the death of Gardiner, which happened about this time: The feals were 
given to Heathe, archbifhop of York; that an ecclefiafric might ftill be poffeffed 
of that high office, and be better enabled by his authority to forward the perfe-

. ~utions againft the reformed. 
THESE perfecutions were now become extremely odious to the nation; and the 

~ 1 ftOetober. effects of the public difcontents apreared in the new Parliament, which was 
A Parliament. fummoned to meet at W eftminfter :t:· A bill was paffed * reftoring to the church 

the tenths and firfl: fruits, and all the impropriations which remained in the 
hands of the crown ; but tho' this matter direCtly concerned none but the Queen 
herfelf, great oppofition was made to the bill in the houfe of commons. An 
application teing made for a fubfidy during two years, and for two fifteenths, 
the latter was refufed by the commons ; and many members faid, that while 
the crown was thus defpoiling itfelf of its revenues, there was no end of beftow
,ing riches upon it. The Parliament rejeCted a bill for obliging the exiles to 
return under certain penalties, and another for incapacitating fuch as were remifs 
in the profecution of herefy from being jufrices of peace. The ~een finding 
the intractable humour of the commons, thought proper to diffolve the Par-

9th Decem-
her. liament. 

THE fpirit of oppofition, which began to prevail in Parliament, was likely 
to be the more vexatious to Mary, as fhe was otherwife in very bad humour on ac
count of her huiband's abfence, who, tired of her importunate love and jealoufy, 
and finding his authority extremely limited in England, h1d laid hold of the firft 
opportunity to leave her, and had gone over laft fummer to the emperor in Flan
d~.rs. The indifference and neglect of her hufuand, added to the difappoint
ment in her imagined pregnancy, threw her into a deep melancholy; and lhe 

gave 

t Heylin, p. 53, 65. Hollingfhed, p. 11 z7. Speed, p. 8z6. t Burnet, vol. II. p. 3~~. 
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gave vent to her fpleen by enforcing daily the perfecutions againft the proteftants, Chap. II. 
and even by expreffions of rage againft all her fubjetl:s, by whom fhe knew her_ 1H5•J 
felf to be hated, and whofe oppofition, in refufing an entire compliance with 
Philip, was the caufe, 1be believed, why he had alienated his affections frotn her, 
and afforded her fo little of his company. The lefs return her love met with, 
the more it increafed ; and lhe paffed moft of her time in folitude, where fhe 
gave vent to her paffion, either in tears, or in writing fond epiftles to Philip, who 
ieldom returned her any anfwer, and fcarce deigned to counterfeit any fentiment 
of love or even of gratitude towards her. The chief part of government, to The Olteen's 
which lhe attended, was the extorting money from her people, in order to extortions. 

fatisfy his demands; and as the Parliament had granted her but a fmall fupply, 
1he had recourfe to expedients the moft violent and moft irregular. She levied 
a loan of 6o,ooo pounds upon a thoufand perfons, of whofe compliance, either 
on account of their riches or their affections to her, fi1e held herfelf beft affured: 
But that fum not fufficing, fhe exacted a gener~l loan of an hundred pounds a
piece on every one who poffeffed twenty pounds a year. This grievous impo .. 
fition lay very heavy on the gentry, who were obliged, many of them, to re
trench their expences, and difmifs their fervants, in order to enable them to 
comply with her commands : And as thefe fervants, accufl:omed to idlenefs, and 
having no means of fubfiftance, betook themfelves very commonly to theft and 
robbery, the Queen publi!hed a proclamation, by which fhe obliged their former 
rnafrers to take them back to their fervice. She levied 6o,ooo marks from 7000 

yeomen, who had not contributed to the former loan ; and fhe exacted 3 6,ooo 
pounds more from the merchants. In order to engage fome Londoners to comply 
the more willingly with her multiplied extortions, lhe paffed an edict, prohibiting, 
for four months, the exporting any Engli!h cloths or kerfeys for FJanders ; an 
expedient which procured a good market for fuch as had already fent any quan
tity of cloth thither. Her rapacioufnefs engaged her to give endlefs difl:urbancc 
and interruption to commerce. The Englifh company fettled in Antwerp 
having refufed her a loan of 4o,ooo pounds, fhe diffembled her refentment, till 
i11e found, that they had bought and fhipped great quantities of cloth for Ant
werp fair, which was approaching: She then laid an embargo on the !hips, and 
obliged the merchants to grant her a lo~n of the 40,000 pounds at firft de
manded, to engage for the payment of 20,000 pounds more at a limited time~ 
and to fubmit to an arbitrary impo!ition of twenty !billings on each piece. Some 
time after, !he was informed, that the Italian n1erchanrs had fhipped above 4o,ooo 
pieces of cloth for the Levant, for w~ich .they were to pay a cro'Nn a pie.ce, the 
ufual impofition: She ftruck a b.1rgam Wlth the merchcmt adventurer ~ :n Lor
· 3 D don· 
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Chap. U. don; prohibited entirely the foreigners to make any exportation; and received, 
1 5- 5· from· tl e Engliih merchants, in confideration of this iniquity, the fum of so,ooo 

pounds, and an impofition of four crowns on each piece of cloth which they 
fhould export. She attempted to borro\v great fums abroad ; but her credit ran 
f.J low, that, tho' fhe offered 14 per cent. to the city of Antwerp for a loan of 
3o,ooo pounds, fhe could not obtain it, till lhe conftrained the city of London 
to be furety for her*. All thefe violent expedients were employed while lhe 
herfelf was in profound peac_e with all the world, and had vifibly no other oc· 
cafion for money but to fupply the demands of a hufband, who attended only to 
his own convenience, and fr10wed himfelf entirely indifferent about her interefts. 

PHILIP was now become mafter of all the wealth of the Indies, and of the 
richefl: and moft extenfive dominions in Europe, by the voluntary refignation of 

Thfie emh~eror the emperor, Charles the fifth, who, tho' !till in the vigour of his age, had taken re 1gns IS 
crown. a difgufi: to the world, and was determined to feek, in the tranquillity of retreat, 

for that happinefs, which he had in vain purfued, amidfr the tumults of war, 
.... h on b and the reftlefs projeCts of ambition. He fummoned the frates of the Low ... ) t '-~o er. 

1556. 

Countries; and fearing himfelf on the throne for the laft time, explained to his 
fubjeCts the reafons of his refignation, abfolved them from all oaths of allegiance, 
and devolving his authority on Philip, told him, that his paternal tender
nefs made him weep, when he rtfleCted on tbe burthen which he impofed upon 
him t. He inculcated to him the great and only duty of a prince, the ftudy 
of his people's happinefs ; and reprefented how much preferable it was to 
govern, by affeCtion rather than fear, the nations fubjecred to his dominion. 
The cool refleCtions of age now difcovered to him the emptinefs of his former 
purfuits; and he found, that the vain fchemes of extending his empire had 
been the fource of endlefs oppofition and difappointment, had kept himfelf, his 
neighbours, and his fubjeCl:s in perpetual inquietude, and had frun:rated the foie 
end of government, the felicity of the nations committed to his care; an object 
which meets with no oppofition, and which, if fteddily purfued, can alone con
vey a lafting and folid fati~fatlion. 

A FEW months after, he refigned to Philip his other dominions; and embark
ing on board a fleet, failed to Spain, and took his journey to St. Jufr, a mo
naftery in Eftramedura, which, being fituated in a happy climate, and amidft 
the greateft beauties of nature, he had chofen for the place of his retreat. 

• Godwin, p. 359· Cowper's Chronicle. Burnet, vol. II. p. 359• 
Strype's Memor. vol. Ill. p. 428, 558. Annals, vol. I. p. 15. 
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When he arrived at Burgos, he found, by the thinnefs of his court, and the ne
gligent attendance of the Spanifh grandees, that he was no longer emperor ; and 
tho' this obfervation might convince him ftill more of the vanity of the world, 
and make him more heartily defpife what he had renounced, he fighed to find 
that all the former adulation and obeifance had been paid to his fortune, not to 
his perfon. With better reafon, was he ftruck with the ingratitude of his fon 
Philip, who allowed him to wait a long time for the payment of the fmall 
penfit n which he had referved; and this difappointment in his domeftic enjoy
m~nts gave him a very fenGble concern. He purfued however his refolution with 
inflexible conftancy; and !butting himfelf up in his retreat, he exerted fuch (elf
command, that he reftrained even his curiofity from any enquiry concerning the 
tranfatl:ions of the world, which he had entirely abandoned. The fencing 
againfl: the pains and infirmities under which he laboured, occupied a great part 
of his time; and during the intervals, he employed his lcifure either in examin
ing the controverfies of theology, with which his age had been fo much agitated, 
and which he had hitherto confldered only in a political light, or in imitating the 
works of renowned artift.::, particularly in mechanics, of which he had always 
been a great admirer and tncourager. He is f•id to have here difcovered a 
propenflty to the new doCtrines ; and to have frequently dropped hints of this 
unexpected alteration in his fentiments. Having amufed himfelf with the con
ftruction of clocks and watches, he thence remarked how impratl:icable the ob· 
jetl: was, in which he had fo much employed himfelf during Lis grandeur; and 
how impoffible that he, who never could frame two machines that would go 
exatlly alike, could ever be able to make all mankind concur in the fame belief 
and opinion. He furvived his retreat two years. 

THE emperor Charles had very early, in the beginning of his reign, found 
the difficulty of governing fuch diftant dominions; and he had made his brother 
Ferdinand be eleB:ed King of the Romans; with a view of his fucceeding to the 
imperial dignity, as well as to his German dominions. But having af~erwards 
enlarged his views, and formed plans of aggrandizing his family, he regreted, 
that he n1uft difmcmbcr fuch confiderable fiates; and he endeavoured to engagl:! 
Ferdinand, by the moft tempting offers, and mofl: earneft follicitations, to yield 
up his pretenflons in favour of Philip. Finding his attempts fruitlefs, he had 
reficrned the imperial crown with his other dignities; and I;'erdinand, according 

0 

to common form, applied to the pope for hi-, coronation. 1'he arrogant pontiff 
refufed the demand ; and pretended, that, tho', on the death of an emperor, he 
was obliged to crown the prince eleB:ed, yet in the cafe of a rc:fignation, the 
.right devolved to the holy ft:e, and it belonged to the pope alone to appoint an 

3 D 2 emper()r. 
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emperor. The condutl: of Paul was in every thing conformable to thefe lofty 
pretenfions. f-Ie thundered always in the ears of all ambaffadors, that he frood 
in no need of the affiftance of any prince, that he was above all pote;ltates of the 
earth, that he would not accuflom monJrchs to pretend to a familiarity or equality 
with him, that it belonged to him to alter and regulate kingdoms, that he was 
fucceffor of thofe who had depofed kings and emperor~, and that, rather than 
fubmit to any thing below his dignity, he would fet fire to the four corners of 
the \Vorld. lie went fo far, that at table, in the prefence of many perfons, and 
even openly, in a public confiftory, he faid, that he would not admit any Kings 
for his companions; they were all his fubjeCl:s, and he would hold them under 
thefe feet : So faying, he ftamped the ground with his old and infirm limbs: For 
he was now paft fourfcore years of age *. 

THE world could not forbe<lr making a comparifon between Charles the fifth, 
a prince, who, tho' educated amidft wars and intrigues of ftate, had prevented 
the decline of age, and had defcended from the throne, in order to fet apart an 
interval for thought and reflection, and a prieft, who in the extremity of 
old age exulted in his dominion, and from reftlefs ambition and revenge was 
throwing all nations into combuftion. Paul had entertained the moft inveterate 
animofity againfl: the houfe of Auftria; and tho' a truce of five years had been 
concluded between France and Spain, he excited Henry by his follicitations to 
break it, and promifed to afiiil him in recovering Naples and the dominions to 
which he laid claim in Italy; a projetl: which had ever proved fatal t·o his prede
ceffors. He himfelf engaged in hoftiJities with the duke of Alva, viceroy of 
Naples ; and the duke of Guile being fent with forces to fupport him, the re
newal of war between the two crowns feemed almoft inevitable. Philip, tho' lefs 
warlike than his father, was no lefs ambitious ; and he trufted, that by the in
_trigues of the cabinet, where, he believed, his caution and fecrecy and prudence 
gave him the ft1periority, he fhould be able to fubdue all his enemies, and extend 
his authority and dominion. For this reafon, as well as from the defire of fet
tling his new empire, he was defirous to maintain peace with France ; but when 
he found, that, without facrificing his honour, it was impoffible for him to over
look the hoftile attempts of Henry, he prepared for war with great induftry. In 
order to give himfelf the more advantage, he was defirous to embark England 
in the quarrel; and tho' the OEeen was of herfelf extremely averfe to that de· 
fign, he hoped, that the devoted fondnefs, which, notwithftanding repeated in· 
fiances of his indifference, fhe fiill bore him, would effectually fecond his applica. 
tions. Had the matter indeed depended folely on her, fhe was incapable of re-

I lifting 
* Father Paul, lib. 5. 
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tfting her huiband's commands ; but !he had little weight with her council, fiill Chap. IL 

lefs with her people; and her government, which was every day becon1ing more •55
6

• 

odious, feemed unable to fupport itfelf even during the m oft profound tranquillity, 
n1uch more if a war was kindled with France, and what feemed an inevitable 
confequence, with Scotland, fupported by that powerful kingdom. 

AN aB: of barbarity was this year exercired in England, which, added to many 
other inftances of the fame kind, tended to render the government extremely 
unpopular. Cranmer had long been detained a prifoner; but the ~een was now . 

d · d b · h' 'fh d · d h f ll r. . ExecutiOn of etermme to nng un to punt ment; an 1n or er t e more u y to 1at1ate Cranmer. 

her vengeance, fhe refolved to punifl1 him for herefy, rather than for treafon. 
He was cited by the pope to ftand his trial at Rome ; and tho' he was known to 
be kept in clofe cuftody at Oxford, he was, upon his not appearing, condemned 
as contumacious. Banner, biihop of London, and Thirleby of Ely, were fent 
down to Oxford to degrade him ; and the former executed that melancholy 
ceremony with all the joy and exultation, which fuited his favage nature*· 
The revenge of the Q9een, not fatisfied with the eternal damnation of Cranmer, 
which fbe believed inevitable, and \\ ith the execution of that dreadful fentence 
to which he was condemned, prompted her alfo to feek the ruin of his honour, 
and the infamy of his name. Perfons were employed to attack him, not in the 
way of difputation, againft which he was fufficiently armed ; but by flattery, 
infinuation and addrefs; by reprefenting the dignities to which his charaCter flill 
entitled him, if he would merit them by a recantation ; by giving hopes of 
long enjoying thofe powerful friends, whom his beneficent difpofition had attached 
to him during the courfe of his profperity t. Overcome by the fond love of 
life, terrified by the profpetl: of thofe tortures which awaited him ; he allowed, in an 
unguarded hour, the fentiments of nature to prevail over his refolution, and he 
agteed to fign a paper, in which he acknowledged the doCtrines of the papal fupre· 
macy and of the real prefence. The court, equally perfidious and cruel, were deter-
mined, that this recantation fhould avail him nothing; and they fent orders, that 
he {bould be required to acknowledge his errors in church b~fore the whole 
people, and that he fl10uld thence be immediately led to execution. Cranmcr, 
whether, that he had received a fecret intimation of their defign, or had repented zdl March~ 
of his weaknefs, furprized the audience by a contrary declaration. He faid, that 
he was well apprized of the obecience which he owed his fovereign and the law , 
but this duty extended no farthe · than to fubmit patiently to their commands, 
and to bear without refifbnce whatever hardfhips they fhould impofe upon him : 
That a fuperior duty, the duty which he owed his Maker, obliged him to fpeak 

truth 

~ Mem. of Cranm. P· 375· t licylin, r 55· Mcm. p. 3R3. 
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truth on all occafions, and not to relinqui!h, by a bafe denial, the holy do&:rine' 
which the fupreme being had revealed to mankind: That there was one mifcar_ 
riage in his life, of which, above all others, he feverely repented ; the infincere 
declaration of faith to which he had the weaknefs to confent, and which the 
fear of de1th alone had extorted from him : That he took this opportunity of 
attoning for his error, by a fin cere and open recantation; and was willing to 
feal with his blood that doctrine which he firmly believed to be communicated 
from heaven : And that as his hand had erred by betraying his heart, it il10uld 
firft be punifhed, by a fevere but juft doom, and fhould firft pay the forfeit of its of
fences. He was thence led to the ftake arrudft the infults of the Catholics ; and hav
ing now fummoned up all the force of his mind, he bore their fcorn as well as the 
torture of his punifhment with fingular fortitude. He ftretched out his hand, and 
without betraying, either by his countenance or motions, the lea!l: fign of weaknefs 
or even of feeling, he held it in the flames till it was entirely con fumed. I-I is thoughts 
feemed entirely occupied with refleCtions on his former fault ; and he ca:led aloud 
feveral tim, s, 'This hand has offended. Satisfied with that attonement, he then difco
vered a ferenity in his countenance; and when the fire attacked his body, he feemed 
to be wholly infenfible of his outward fufferings, and by the force of hope and refo
]ution to have collected his mind altogether within itfelf, and to repel the fury of the 
flan1es. It is pretended, that, after his body was confumed, his heart was found entire 
and untouched among the allies; an event, which, as it was the emblem of his 
conftancy, was fondly believed by the zealous proteftants. He was undoubtedly a 
man of merit; poffeffed of learning and capacity; and adorned with candour, fin ... 
cerity and beneficence, and all thofe virtues, which were fitted to render him 
ufeful and amiable in fociety. His moral qualities procured him univerfal re· 
fpeft ; and the courage of his martyrdom, tho' he fell fhort of the rigid inflexi .. 
bility obferved in many, made him the hero of the proteftant party *. 

AFTER Cranmer's death, cardinal Pole, who had now taken prieft's orders, 
was inftalled in the fee of Canterbury ; and was thus by this office, as well as his 
commiffion of legate, placed at the head of the church of England. But tbo' 
he was averfe to all the fanguinary methods of converting heretics, and efteemed 
the reformation of the clergy the more effectual, as the more laudable expedien t for 
that purpofet; he found his authority too weak to oppofe the barbarous and bigot
ted difpofition of the ~1een and of her counfellors. He himfelt~ he knew, had 
been fufpetl:ed of Lutheranifm ; and as Paul, the reigning pope, was a furious per
fecutor and his perfonal enemy, he was prompted, by the mode!l:y of his difpo-

2 fit ion, 
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lition, to referve his credit for other occafions, in which he had a greater proba- Chap. II. 
uilit:y: of fuccefs *. ISs6. 

THE great object of the ~een was to engage the nation in the war, which •557· 
was kindled between France and Spain; and cardinal Pole, with many other 
counfellors, very openly and zealoufiy oppofed this meafure. Befides infifting on 
the marriage articles, which provided againft fuch an attempt, they reprefented 
the violence of the domeflic faCtions in England, and the difordered ftate of the 
finances ; and they foreboded, that the tendency of all thefe meafures was to re-
duce the kingdom to a total dependance on Spanifh councils. Philip had come to 
London in order to fllpport his partizans ; and he told the Queen, that, if he was 
not gratified in fo reafonable a requeft, he never more would fet foot in England. 
This declaration heightened extremely her zeal for promoting his interefts, and 
overcoming the inflexibility of her council. After employ~ing other menaces of 
a more violent nature, fhc threatened to difmifs them all from the board, and to 
appoint counfellors more obfequious; yet could fhe not procure a vote for declaring 
war with France. At ]aft, one Stafford and fome other confpirators were de-
tected in a defign of furprizing Scarborow t; and a confeffion being extorted 
from them, that they had been encouraged by Henry in that attempt, the Queen's 
importunity prevailed; and it was determined to make this act of hoftility,_ with 
others of a like fecret and doubtful nature, the ground of the quarrel. War War with 

was accordingly declared againfl: France; and preparations were every where France. 
- 1nade for attacking that kingdom. 

THE revenue of England at that time little exceeded aoo,oco rounds:f:. 
Any confider ble fupplies could fcarce be expected from Parliament, confidering 
the 1 reft '1t ifpvfitton of the natio. ; and as the war would fenfibly diminilh the 
branch c, ~ thP ruftoms, the finances, it was forefeen, would fall !hort even of 
the ordinary charges of the government; much more, prove unequal to the 
vafl: cxpences of war. But tho' the ~een owed great arrears to all her fervants, 
befid s the loans extorted from her fubjecrs ; thefe confiderations had no influ
ence on her, and !he continued to levy money in the fame arbitrary and violent 
man 1er, -vv 11ich fhe had formerly practifed. She obliged the city of London to 
fupply h L. with 6o,ooo pounds on her hufband's entry; !he levied before the 
Iega· time the fecond year's fubfidy \'O ~ed by Parliament; ihe Hfued anew many 
priv feals, by which fhe procured loa· s from her people ; and having equiped 

a fleet, 

• Heylin, p. 68, 6g . . Burnet, vol. li. P: 327. t Heylin, p. 72. BUJ·net, vol. II. p. 351. 
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a fleet, which fhe could not viCtual by reafon of the dearnefs of provilions, fhe 
feized all the corn fhe could find in Suffolk and Norfolk, without paying any 
price to the owners. By all thefe expedients, affifted by the power of preffing, 
1he levied an army of ten thoufand men, which fhe fent over to the Low Coun
tries, under the command of the earl of Pembroke. Meanwhile, in order to 
prevent any difl:urbance at home, many of the moft conuderable gentry were 
thrown into the Tower; and left they fhould be known, the Spanifh practice was 

followed : They were either carried thither in the night-time, or were hood-. 

winked and muffled by the guards who conduCted thetn 11· 

THE King of Spain had affembled together an army, which, after the junCtion 

of the Englifh, amounted to above fixty thoufand il:rong, commanded by Philibert, 

duke of Savoy, one of the greateft captains of the age. The conil:able, Montmo

rency, who commanded the French army, had not half the number to oppofe 
him. The duke of Savoy, after menacing Mariembourg and Rocroy, fat down 
fuddenly before St."~1intin; and as the place was weak, and ill provided of a 

garrifon, he expeCted in a few days to become mafrer of it. But the admiral 

Coligny, governor of the province, thinking his honour interefted to fave fo im· 

portant a fortrefs, threw himfelf into St. ~Iintin, with fome troops of French 
and Scotch genfdarmes; and by his exhortation and example animated the fol

diers to a vigorous defence. He difpatched a meffenger to his uncle, the con· 

ftable, defiring a fupply of men ; and that general approached the place with his 

1oth Augufi. whole army, in order to facilitate the entry of thefe fuccours. But the duke of 
Savoy falling on the reinforcement, committed fuch fiaughter upon them, that 

Battle of St. not above five hundred men got into the place. He next made an attack on 
~intin. the French army, and put them to a total rout, killing four thoufand men, and 

difperung the reft. In this unfortunate aCtion 1nany of the chief nobility of 

France were either ilain or taken prifoners: Among the latter was the old con
ftable himfelf, who fighting valiantly, and refolute to die rather than furvive his 
defeat, was furrounded by the enemy, and thus fell alive into their hands. The 
whole kingdom of France was thrown into confternation : Paris was attempted 
to be fortified in a hurry: And had the Spaniards prefently marched thither, it 
could not fail to have fallen into their hands. But Philip was very little enter
prizing in his character ; and he was determined firll to take St. ~intin, in or· 
der to fecure a communication with his own dominions. A very little time, it 
was expeCted, would finifh this enterprize; but the bravery of Coligny ftill pro

longed the fiege feventeen days, which proved the fafety of France. Some 
troop~ 

11 Strype's Ecclef. Memorials, vol. III. p. 3i 7•: 
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troops were levied and affembled. Couriers were fent to call the duke of Guife Chap. JI. 
and his army from Italy: And the French having recovered from their firft 1 557 · 
alarm, put themfelves in a pofi:ure of defence. Philip, after· taking H am and 
Caftelet, found the feafon fo far advanced, that he could attempt no farther en· 
terprize, and he broke up his camp and retired to winter quarters. 

BUT the vigilant activity of Guife, not fatisfied with fecuring the frontiers, 
prompted him, in the depth of winter, to attempt an enterprize which France, 
during her greatefi: fucceifes, had always regarded as impofilble, and had never 
thought of undertaking. Calais was, in that age, efl:eemed an impregnable for-
trefs ; anci as it was known to be the favourite of the Engli!h nation, by whom 
it could eafi.ly be fuccoured, the recovery of that place by France, was confidered 
as totally defperate. But Coligny had remarked, that, as the town of Calais was 
furrounded with mar!hes, which, during the winter, were impaifable, except Cbalahis Ftakenh 

d d b a S y t e renc • · over a dyke guar e y two caules, t. Agatha and Newnam bridge, the Eng-
liili were of late accuftomed, on account of the lownefs of their finances, to dif ... 
-mifs a great part of the garrifon at the end of autumn, and to recall them in the 
.fpring, at which time alone they judged their attendance neceffary. On this 
circumflance he had founded his defign of making a fudden attack on the place; he 
had caufed it to be fecretly furveyed by fome engineers; and a plan of the whole 
enterprize being found among his papers, it ferved, tho' he himfelf was made pri. 
foner on the taking of St. ~intin, to fuggeft the project of that undert<.king, 
and to direct the conduB: of the duke of Guifc. 

SEVERAL bodies of troops defiled towards the frontiers under various pre- r558. 

tences ; and the whole being fuddenly aifembled, formed an army wirh which 
the duke of Guife made an unexpeCted march towards Calais. At the fame timf> a 
great number of French fhips, being ordered., into the channel, under colour of 
cruizing on the Englilh, compofed a fleet which made an attack by fea on the 
fortifications. The French affaulted St. Agatha with three thoufand harquebu. 
fiers; and tho' the garrifon made a vigorous defence, they were foon obliged to 
abandon the place, and retreat towards Newnam bridge. The fiege of this latter 
place was immediately undertaken, and at the fame time the fleet battered rhe 
rifbank, which guarded the entry of the harbour; and both thefe cafilci feemed 
expofed to imminent danger. The governor, lord Wentworth, was a brave 
officer, but finding that the greater part of his weak garrifon was enclofed in 
Newnam or the rifbaok, he ordered them to capitulate, and to join him in Calais, 
which, without their affifl:ance, he was utterly L:nabie to defend. The garrifon of 

ewnam bridge were fo happy as to effeCtuate this purpofe ; but that of the rif-
3·E bank 
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Chap. II. bank could not obtain fuch favourable conditions, and were obliged to furrender 

I£ 58· themfel VCS prifoners. 

THE duke of Guire, now holding the place blockaded by fea and land, thought 
himfelf fecure of fucceeding in his enterprize; but in order to prevent all acci~ 

dents, he delayed not a moment the attack of the place. He pointed 'his batteries 

towards the caftle, where he made a large breach; an 1 having ordered Andelot, 

Coligny's brother, to drain the foffee, he commanded an affault, which fucceeded, 
and the French made a lodgment in the caftle. On the night following Went
worth attempted to recover this poft; but having lofi two hundred men in a fu

rious attack which he made upon it*, he found his garrifon fo weal~, that he was 

obliged to capitulate. Ham, and Guifnes fell foon after; and thus the duke of 

Guife, in eight days, during the depth of winter, recovered this important place, 

that had coft Edward the third a fiege of eleven months, at the head of a numerous 
army, which had that very campaign been viCtorious in the battle of Creify. The 

Englifh had held it above two hundred years ; and as it gave them, whenever 

they pleafed, an entry into France, it was regarded as the moft important pof· 
fdfion belonging to the crown. The joy of the French was extreme, as well as 
the glory acquired by the duke of Guife, who, at the time that all Europe ima
gined France to be funk by the unfortunate battle of St. Quintin, had, in oppo

fition to the Englifh, and their allies the Spaniards, acquired poffeffion of a place 
which no former King of France, even during the diftraCl:ions of the civil wars 
between the houfes of York and Lancafi:er, had ever ventured to attempt. The 
Englifh, on the other hand, bereaved of this valuable fortrefs, murmured loud ... 

Jy againft the imprudence of the Q9een and her council; who, after engaging in 
a fruitlefs war, for the fake of foreign interefts, had thus expofed the nation to 
fo fevere a difgrace. A treafury exhaufted by expences, and burthened with debts; 
a people divided and dejected ; a fovereign negligent of her people's welfare ; 
were circumftances which, notwithftanding the fair offers made by Phi lip, gave 
them fmall hopes of recovering Calais. And as the Scotch, inftigated by French 

councils, began to move on the borders, they were now neceffitated rather to look 

to their defence at home, than to think of foreign conquefts. 

Atrairs of AFTER the peace, which, in confequence of King Edward's treaty with Henry, 
Scotland. took place between Scotland and England, the ~een-dowager, under pretence 

of vifiting her daughter and her relations, made a journey to France, and fhe 
carried along with her the earls of Huntley, Sutherland, Marifclial, and many 
of the principal nobility. Her fecret defign was to take meafures for engaging 

4 the earl of Arran to refign to her the governn1ent of the kingdom; and as her 
brothers, 

• Thuan. lib. xx. c. 2, 
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brothers, the duke of Guife, the cardinal of Lorraine, and the duke d' Aumale, 
had uncontrouled authority in the court of France, £he eafily perfuaded Henry, and 

·by his means the Scotch nobles, to enter into her meafures. Having alfo gained 
over Carnegy of Kinnaird, Panter, bi!hop of Rofs, and Gavin Hamilton, com .. 
mendator of Kilwinning, three creatures of the governor's, fhe perfuaded him, 
by thtir means, to confent to this refignation t; and when every thing was thu. 
prepared for her purpofe, fhe took her journey to Scotland, and paffed thro• 
England in her way thither. Edward received her with great refpect and civility; 
tho' ~e could not forbear attempting a renewal of the old treaty for his marriage with 
her daughter: A marriage, he faid, fo happily calculated for the tranquillity, intereft, 
and fecurity of both kingdoms, and the only means of enfuring a durable peace 
between them. For his part, he added, he never could entertain a cordial amity 
for any other hufband whom fhe fuould choofe; nor was it eafy for him to forgive 
a m1n, who, at the fame time that he difappointed fo natural an alliance, had 
bereaved hitn of a bride, to whom his affections, from his earJieft infancy, had 
been entirely engaged. The Queen eluded thefe ~pplications, by telling him, 
that if any meafures had been taken difagreeable to him, they were entirely owing 
to the imprudence of the duke of Somerfet, who, infread of employing courtefy, 
careffes, and gC'ntle offices, the proper means of gaining a young princefs, had 
had recourfe to arms and violence, and had conftrained the Scotch nobility to 
fend their fovereign into France, in order to intereft that kingdom in protecting 
their liberty and independance :f:. 

WHEN the OEeen-dowager arrived in Scotland, .lhe found the governor very 
unwilling to fulfil his engagements; and it was not till after many delays that he 
could be perfuaded to refign his authority. But finding that the majority of the 
young princefs was approaching, and that the ~een-dowager had gained the 
affeCtions of all the principal nobility, he thought it more prudent to fubmit; 
and having ftipulated, that he fhould be declared next heir to the crown, and 
fhould be fre~d from giving any account of his pafl adminifiration, he placed her 
in poffeffion of the power; and fhe thenceforth affumed the name of regent il. 
It was an ulual faying of this princefs, that provided fhe could render her friends 
happy, and could enfure to herfelf a good reputation, fhe was entirely indifferent 
what befel her; and tho' this fentiment is greatly cenfured by the zealous 
reformers*, as being founded wholly on fecular mot'ives, it difcovers a mind 
well calculated for the adminiftration of kingdoms. D' Oiiel, a Frenchman, 
celebrated for capacity, had attended her as ambaifador from Henry, but in 
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reality to affift her with his counfels io fo delicate an undertaking as the govern• 
ment of Scotland ; and this man bad formed a fchem~ for laying a general tax 
on the kingdom, in order to fupport a ftanding military force, which might at 

· once repulfe the inroads of foreign enemies, and check the t~1rbulence of the 
Scotch nobility. But tho' fon1e of the courtiers \vere gamed over to this project, 
it gave great and general difcontent to the nation ; and the ~1een- regent, after 
ingenuouf1y confeffing, that it would prove pern"cious to the kingdom, had the 
prudence to defi£1 lrom it, and to trufl: entirely for her fecurity to the good
will and affeEtions of her fL!bjetl:s t. 

THrs laudable purpofe feemed to be the chief objeCt of her adminiftration ; 
yet was ilie fometimes drawn from it by ber conneCtions with France, and by 
the influence which her brothers had acquired over her. When Mary declared 
war againfl: that kingdom, Henry required the ~een-regent to take part in the 
quarrel ; and ilie fummoned a convention of ftates at Newbottle, and requ~fted 

them to concur in a declaration of war againft England. The Scotch nobles, 
who were as jealous of French as the Englifh were of Spanifh influence, refufed 
their aifent; and the ~een was obliged to have recourfe to artifice, in order 
to effeCtuate her purpofe. She ordered d' ·oifel t~ begin fome fortifications at 
Eymouth, a place which had been.difmantled by the la£1: treaty with Edward; 
and when the garrifon of Berwic, as ihe forefaw, made an inroad to prevent the 
undertaking, ilie effetlually employed this pretence to inflame the Scotch nation, 
and to engage them in hofl:ilities agaioft England :f:. The enterprize:~ however, 
of the Scotch proceeded no farther than fome inroads on the borders ; and when 
d' Oifel, of himfelf, conduCted artillery and troops to befiege the cailie of Werke; 
he was recalled, and very Iharply rebuked by the council H. 

. IN order to conneCt Scotland more clofely with France, and to increafe the 
~.'Jamage of • fl f h 1 k' d · h ....L. b H I h the dauphin m uence o t e atter mg om, It was t ougut proper y enry to comp eat t e 
and theQ~een marriage between the young Qyeen and the dauphin; and a deputation was fent 
of Scots. by the Scotch Parliament, to affift at this ceremony, and to fettle the terms of 

the contraCt. This deputation confifted of the archbifl1op of Glafgow, the bi
ihops of Rofs and the Orkneys, the earls of Rothes, and Caffilis, the lords 
Fleming and Seton, J ames Stuart, prior of St. Andre.ws, natural brother to the 
~een, and Erfkine of Dun. The principal conditions recommended to thefe 
commiffioners, was to obtain a folemn engagement from the ~1een and dauphin, 
that they would preferve the laws and privileges of Scotland, and to procure a 
renewal of the French King's promife, to fupport, in cafe of the OEeen's death, 

4 the 
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the fucceffion of the earl of Arran, now created duke of Chatelraut. Botlrthefe Chap. I .. 
conditions \Vere eafily obtained; but the court of France took a very perfidious 1558· 

ftep, direCtly contrary to thefe ftipulations: They fecretly engaged the young Qi1een 
to fign three papers; by one of which fhe made over the kingdom of Scotland in 
gift to the King of France, .in cafe of her dcceafe without children ; by another {he 
mortg:;tged it to hiin for a million of crowns of gold, or fuch greater fum as he , 
1hould have expended for her maintenance and fupport; and by a third fhe declared, 
that whatever deed fhe had been obliged, or !houU hereafter be obliged to perform, 
relative to the fucceffion of the crown, it fi1ould be entirely i.nvalid, .and that her 

l
real ~en{(de andp in.tentiTon

1 
was c01:~ined in. rhehfirft paperf. 1Th~. mania?e was f~- 24 April • 

emn1ze at ans: 1e comm1u10ners, In .t e name o t 1e lLatcs of Scotlano, · 
fwore allegiance to the ~een, and, .during the continuance of the marri8ge, to 
the King-dauphin, fo he was called: And every thing feemed to proceed with 
great unanimity and concord. But the commiffioners being. required to df.li-
ver up the crown, and other enflgns of royalty, made. anfwer, that they had 
received no authority for that purpofe; and they foon after fct cut on their. 
journey for Scotland. It is remarkable, _that before they em.barked, four of the. · 
commiffioners died, within a few days of each other; and a violent, tho' abfurd 
fufpicion prevailed, that they had been poifoned by orders from the family . of 
Guife, on account of this refufa] *. 1t was not confidered, that that accident, 
however rare, might have happened by the courfe of nature; and that the prefent 
feafon, tho' hot attended with any pefti 'ential diforder, was, to a fing~lar de'gree, ... 
unhealthy all over Europe. 

THE clofe alliance between France and Scotland threatner1 very nearly the re
pofe and fecurity of England; .and it was forefeen, that, tho' the faCtions and difor
ders which might naturally be expected in the Scotch government during the abfencl!. 
of their fovereign, made its power lefs form!dable, that kingdom would at leaft af:. 
ford to the French a means of invading J;,ngland. , 'rhe ~1.een, therefore, found it 2 oth Januarr . 

neceffary to fumtnon a Parliament, and to demand of them fome fupplies to her ex· A Parlilment _ 

haufted exchequer ... As fuch anemergenc;y ufually gives great advantage to the people, 
and as the Parliaments, during this reign, had fhewn, that, where the liberty and 
independency of the ~ kingdom were menaced with imminent danger, they were 
not entirely overawed by the court; we iliall naturally expe3-, that the late arbi-
trary methods of extorting money fhould, at leaft, . be cenfured, and, perhaps, 
fome remedy be for the future provided agc:inft: them. But. fuch an .exorbitant 
prerogative was at this time acknowleged to belong to th! crown, that, tho' men 
n1ight complf1in of. its p~efent abufes, all attempts to retrench it would have been . 

rrega_rded· ~. 

' Buchan. lib. xvi. Keith, P·75· Spotfwcod, P·95. 



Chap. Il 
I) 58. 

H I S T 0 R Y oF E N G L AN D. 

regarded as the mofl: criminal enterprize; and as that prerogative involved 
a large difcretionary power, any parliamentary enquiry into its exercife, would 
have paired for infolent and prefumptuous. The commons, therefore, without 
making any refleCtions on the paft, voted, befides a fifteenth, a fubfidy of four 
fl1illings in the pound on land, and two fhillings and eight pence on goods. The 
clergy granted eight fhillings in the pound, payable in four years by equal portions. 

THE Parliament alfo paired an act, confirming all the fales and grants of crown 
bnds, which were either 1nade already by the ~een, or fhould be made durmg 
the feven enfuing years. It was eafy to forefee, that, in the OEeen's prefent dif
pofition and fituation, this power would be followed by a great alienation of the 
crown lands ; and nothing could be more contrary to the principles of good go
vernment, than a prince armed with very extenfive authority, and yet reduced to 
beggary. This act met with oppofition in the houfe of commons. One Copley 
exprefled his fears left the ~een, under colour of the power there granted, might 
alienate the crown from the lawful heir : But his words were thought irreverent to 
her majeft:y : He was committed to the cufl:ody of the ferjeant at arms ; and tho' 
he expre.ffed forrow for his offence, he was not releafed till the ~1een was applied 
to for his forgivenefs. 

THE Englifi1 nation, during this whole reign, were in continual apprehenfions 
with regard not only to the fucceffion, but the life of the)ady Elizabeth. The violent 
hatred which the Queen bore her, broke out on every occafion; and it required 
all the authority of Philip, as well as her own great prudence, . to prevent the fatal 
effeCts of it. The princefs retired into the country ; and knowing that fhe was 
furrour,ded with fpies, f11e pail: her time wholly in reading and ftudy, intermed
dled in no bufine(c;;, and faw very little company. While !he remained. in this fitua
tion, which was for the prefent very melancholy, but which prepared her mind for 
thofe great actions by which her life was afterwards fo much dlitinguifhed ; pro
pofals of marriage were made her by the Swedifu ambaffador, in his mafter's 
name. As her firft queftion was, whether the ~1een had been informed of this 
propofd ; the ambaffador told her, that his mafter thought, as he was a gentle
man, it was his duty firft to make his addre.ffes to herfelf; and having obtained 
her conft~nt, he would next, as a King, apply to her fifl:er. But the princefs 
would allow him to proceeJ no fur_ther ; and the Q:1een, after thanking her fot 
this it ft:ance of duty, defired to know how fhe ftood affeCted to the Swedifh pro
pofal. Elizabeth, tho' expofed to many prefent dangers and mortificat ions, had 
the magnanimity to refet ve herfelf to better fortune; and ilie co-.. ered her refufa! 
with profeffions of a paffionate attachment to a fingle life, which, tbe faid, ihe 

infinitely 
8 
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infinitely preferred before any other*. The princefs 1howed like prudence in Chap. n. 
concealing her fentiments of religion, in complying with the prefent modes of 1 5 5S. 

worfhip, and in eluding all queftions with regard to that delicate fubjetl t. 
THE money granted by Parliament, enabled the ~een to fit out a fleet of 

a hundred and forty fail, which, being joined by thirty Flemi!h !hips, and carry
ing fix thoufand land forces on board, W:ls fent to make an attempt on the coaft 
of Brittany. The fleet was commanded by lord C1inton; the ·land forces by 
the earls of Huntingdon and Rutland. But the equipment of the fleet and army 
was fo dilatory, that the French got intelligence of the defign, and were prepared 
to receive them. The Englifh found Breft tco well guarded to make an attempt 
on that place; but landing at Conquer, they plundered and burnt the town with 
fon1e adjoining villages, and were proceeding to commit greater diforders, when 
Kerfimon, a Breton gentleman, at the head of fome militia, fell upon them, put 
them to rout, and drove them to their fhips with confiderab1e lofs. But a 
fmall fquadron of ten Eng1ifh !hips, had an opportunity of amply revenging 
this difgrace upon the French. The Marefchal de Thermes, governor of Calais, 
had made an irruption into Flanders, with an army of fourteen thoufand men ; 
and having forced a paffage over the river Aa, had taken Dunkirk, and Berg St. 
Winoc, and had advanced as far as Newport. But count Egmont coming fud
denly upon him, with fuperior forces, he was obliged to retire; and being over. 
taken by the Spaniards near Gravelines, lie chofe very ikilfully his ground for the 
engagement. He fortified his left wing with all the precautions poffible; and polled 
his right along the river Aa, which, he reafonably thought, gave him a full fecurity 
from that quarter. But the Englifh fhips, which were accidentally on the coaft, 
being drawn by the noife of the firing, failed up the river, and flanking the French, 

did 

*' Burnet, vol. II. Collect N" 3 7. 

t The common net at that time, fays Sir Richard Baker, for catching of proteJlants, was the real 
prefence; and this net was ufed to catch the lady Elizabeth : For being a!ked one time what lhe thought 
of the words of Chrift, ~his is my hody, whethe1 £he thought it the true body of Chrift that was in the 
facrament ; it is faid, that, afte~ fame paufing, £he thus anfwered : 

Chrift was the word that fpake it ; 
He took the bread and brake it; 
And what the word did make it, 
'rhat I believe and take it. 

Which, tho' it may fcem but a flight expreffion, yet hath it more folidnefs than at iirft .fight appears; 
at leaft it fcrved her turn at that time, to efcape the net, which by direct anfwer fue could not hay 
done. Baker's Chronicle, p. 320. 
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-Jt.tp . IL -did fuch execution by their artillery, that they put them to Right; and the 

~) · ·.Spaniards gained a compleat victory :f:. 
l\t1EANWHILE the principal army of France, under the duke of Guife, and 

that of Spain, under the duke of Savoy, approached very near each other on 
the frontiers of Picardy; and as the two Kings had come into their refpcctivc 

- camps, attended by the flower of their nobility, men expected that fome great 
. :tnd important event would follow, from the emulation of thefe warlike nations . 
. . But Phllip, tho' aCtuated by the ambition, po!feifed not the enterprize, of a con
• queror ; and he was willing, notwithftanding the fuperiority of his numbers, 
. and the two great victories which he had gained at St. ~intin and Gravelines, 
-to put a period to the war by a treaty. Negociations were entered into for that 
pu rpofc ; and as the terms offered by the two monarchs were fomewhat wicle of 
each other, the armies were. put into winter quarters, till the princes could come 

, to better agreement. Among other conditicns, Henry demanded the refl:itution 
of N avarre to its lawful owner; Philip that of Calais and its territory to England: 
But in the mid!t of thefe negociations and debates, news arrived of the death of 

. ~:en Mary ; and Phil~fh no longer connected with England, began to relax in 
h;s infhnces on that capital article. This was the only circu.mftance which could 
have made the death of that princefs a lofs to the kingdom. 

MAR y had been long in a very declining ft<1te of health; and having mi!laken 
her dropfy for a pregnancy, fhe had made ufe of an improper regimen, and her 
malady daily augmented. Every refleCtion now tormented her: rfhe confciouf
nefs of being ·hated by her fubjects, the profpecl: of Eliz:tbeth's fucceffion, 
apprehenfions of the dai)ger to which the catholic religion fl:ood expofed, dejection 
for the lofs of Calais !1, concern for the ill ftate of her affairs, and, above all, 
anxiety for the abfence of her hufband, who, !he knew, intended foon to depart 
for Spain, and to fettle there during the reft of his life : All thefe melancholy 
circumftances preyed upon her mind, and threw her into a lingering fever, of 

Death of the which 1he died, after a !hort and unfortunate reign of five years, four months, 

QgNe:~1 • b and eleven days. 
17 ovem er. · 

IT is not necdfary to employ many words in drawing the character of this prin-
. cefs. She poffeifed few qualities, either eftimable or amiable; and her perfon 
was as little engaging as her behaviour and addre(s. Obf1:inacy, bigotry, vio .. 
lence, cruelty, malignity, revenge, tyranny ; every circumftance of her cha-

, racrer took a tincture from her bad temper and narrow underftanding. And 
amid it 

t Holingfhed, p. r t 50. 
11 The lofs of Calais fo much afFeCl:ed her, that fue faid to her attendant:, that when fhe was dead. 

~ they would find Calais at her heart. 
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!mi fl: that complication of vices, which entered into 1 er compofition, we ihall 
[carce find any virtue but fincerity; a quality, which .fhe feems to h, ve main
tained throughout her whole life; except in the beginning of her reign, when 
the neceffity of her affi1irs obliged her to make fome promifes to the protcfiants, 
which !he certainly nc:vc-r intended to 1 erform. But in thefe cafes a weak bi

gotted woman, under the government of priers, eafily finds cafuifl:ry fufficient 
to juftify to herfflf the violation of an engagement. She appears alfo, as well as 

l1er father, to have been fufceptibie of fome attachments of fr:endfhip; and that 
without the caprice and inconftancy which were fo rem 1rkable in the conduct of 
that monarch. 1'o which we may add, that, in many circumftances of her 
life, fhe gave indications of refolution and vigour of mind; a quJlity, which 
feems to have been inherent in her family. 

CARDINAL Pole had been long in a declining ft:1te of health from r~n intermit
ing fever; and he di d the fame day wi h the ~een, about fixteen hours af er 
l1er. The benign character of this prelate, the modeily and humanity of his deport
Inent, ma'le him be univerfally beloved; infomuch that in a nation, where the mo!l: 
furious perfecution was carried on, and the moft violent religious faCtions pre

vailed, entire jufiice, even by moft of the reformers, has been done to his merit. 

The haughty pontiff, P.m] the fourth, had entertained fome prejudices againft him ; 
and when England declared w.u againft l Ienry, the ally of that popt>, he feized 
the opportunity of revenge, and revoking Pole's Jegantine commiffion, appointed 
in his room cardinal Peyto, an obfervantine frjar and confeifor to the ~1een. 
But Mary would never permit the new legate to excrcife his power; and Paul 
was afterwards obliged to refrore cardinal Pole to his authority., 

THERE occur f( w general remarks, be fides what have been taken notice of in 
the ccurle < f otlr n 1rration, with reg.,rd to the c cneral ftate of the kingdom 
during this reign. 1'he naval po\'er of Eng1and \Vas then fo inronfi<.lerdble, t:lat 
fom teen thoufand pounds being ordered to be applied to the B et by tL1e tre· f: ·er 

and admiral, both for repairing and victualling it, they comp lt d, that, \·he~ 
that money wJs ex~ended, ten thoufand ound:; a ycr.t woL,ld aft rwards a. f.:;er a 1 
nee 1Iary charges*. The arbitr, ry proceedings of the ~1een, bovemention d,join
ed to many monopolies granted by this princefs, as well as by h .... r father, ch,ck,..d 
very much the growth of trade; "nd fo much the 11101 e, that all ot.1er princts i 
Europe either were not permitted or d.d not find it 11eceOi1ry to att in fo tyran
nic 1 a manner. ACts of Parliament, both in the I· ft reign at in rhe ,g·nning 
of d e prefent, had laid the fame impofi tions on the nierchants of rhe fiill y ~rcl as on 
oth r aliens : Yet the Queen, immediately :..ftcr her man iag--, ccmp'ied ,. i·!1 tl c 

3 F fo licit, tion 

* Burnet, vol. IIL p. z 59· 

Chap. U. 
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Chap. II. follicitations cf the emperor, and, by her prerogative, fufpended thefe acrs of 
Parliament t. No body in that age pretended to queftion this exercife of the 
prerogative. The hiftorians are entirely filent with regard to it; and it is only 

by the collection of public papers that it is handed down to us. 

AN abfurd law had been made in the preceding reign, by which every one 

was prohibited from making cloth unlefs he had ferved an apprenticefhip for 
feven years. This law was repealed in the firft year of the ~een's reign ; and 

this plain reafon given, that it had occafioned the decay of the woolen manufac

tory, and had ruined feveral towns t· It is ftrange that Edward's law fhould 

have been revived during the reign of Elizabeth; and ftill more frrange, that it 

fhould ftill fubfift. 

A PASSAGE to Archangel, by the north of Nova Zembla, had been difcovered 

by the Englifh during the lafl: reign; and a beneficial trade with Mufcovy had . 

been eftablifhed. A folemn embaffy was fent by the Czar to ~een Mary. The· 
ambaffadors were ihipwreckcd on the coafl: of Scotland; but being hofpitably en-

' tertained there, they proceeded on their journey, and were received at London 
with great pomp and folemnity *. This feems to have been the firft intercourfe, 

which that empire had with any of the weftern potentates of Europe. 

A LAW was paffed in this reign 11, by which the number of horfes, arms, 
and furniture, was eftablifhed, which each perfon, according to the extent of his . 

property, fhould be provided of for the defence of the kingdom. A man of a 
thoufand pounds a year, for inftance, was obliged to maintain at his own charges 

.fix horfes fit for demi-lances, ·of which three at leaft to be furnifhed with fuf
ficient harneffes, fteel faddles, and weapons proper for the demi-lances; and ten 
light horfes fit for light horfemen, with furniture and weapons reguifite for 

then1 ~ He was alfo obliged to have forty corfiets furnifhed ; fifty almain rivets, 

or inftead of them, forty coats of plate, corflets or brigandines furnifhed ; forty 
pikes, thirty long bows, thirty fheafs of arrows, thirty fteel caps or ikulls, 
twenty black bills or halberts, twenty haquebuts, and twenty morions or fallets •. 

We may remark, that a man of a thoufand merks of frock was rated equal to one · 

of two hundred pounds a year: A proof that few or none at that time lived on 

their ftock in money, and that great profits were made by the merchants in the_ 
courfe of their trade. There is no clafs above a ' thoufand pounds a year. 

t Rymer, vol. XV .. p. 364. t 1 Mar. Pari. z. CaP.. 7· • Hollingfhed,~p. 732. Heylin, P· 71. 
H 4 & 'i Phil. & Mar. cap. z. 
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