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S T fciences, in proportion~ as they encreafe and improve, invent 
methods by which they fa.ti.J.itate their reafonings ; and employing ge
neral theorems, are enabled to comprehend in a few propofitions an in

finite number of inferences and conclufions. Htftory alfo, being a collection of 
faB:s, which are multiplying without end, is obliged to adopt fuch arts of abridge
ment, to retain the more material events, and to droR all the minute circum-
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Chap. XII. ftances, which are only interefting during the time, or to the perfons engaged 
1216• in the tranfaB:ions. This truth is no where more evident than with regard to the 

reig9, upon which we are going to enter. What mortal could have the patience 
to write or read a long detail of fuch frivolous events as thofe with which it is 
filled, or attend to a tedious narrative which would follow, thro' a feries of fifty 
fix years, the caprices and weakneffes of fo mean a prince as Henry ? The 
chief reafon, why proteftant writers have been fo anxious to fpread out the inci
dents of this reign, is in order to expofe the rilpacity, an1bition, and artifices of 
the court of Rome, and to prove, that the great dignitaries of the catholic church, , 
while they pretended to have nothing in view but the falvatior:1 of fouls, had bent 
all their attention to the acquifition of riches, and were reftrained by no fenfe 

of juftice or honour, in the purfuit of that great objeCt*. But this conclufion 

would readily be allowed them, tho' it were not illuftrated by fuch a detail of 

uninterefting in~ents; and follows indeed, by an evident neceffity, from the ve
ry fituation, in which that church was placed with regard to the reft of Europeo 

For befides that all ecclefiaftical power, as it can always cover its operations un
der a cloak of fanB:ity, and attacks men on the fide where they dare not employ 
their reafon, lies lefs under controul than civil government; be fides this generar 
caufe, I fay, the Pope and his courtiers were foreigners to moft of the churches 
which they governed ; they could not poffibly have any other objetl: but to pil
lage the provinces for prefent gain ; and as they lived at a diftance, they would 

be little awed by fhame or remorfe, in prachfing every lucrative expedient, which 

was fuggefied to them. England being one of the moft remote provinces, at

tached to the Romifh hierarchy, as well as one of the richeft, and the m oft prone . 

to fuperftition, felt feverely during this reign, while its patience was not yet fully 

exhaufted, the influence of thefe caufes ; and we ihall often have occafion to 
touch curforily upon fuch incidents. But we £hall not attempt to comprehend 
every tranfattion tranfmitted to us; and till the end of the reign, when the e
vents become more memorable, we fuall not always obferve an exact chronolo-

gical order in our narration. -
~ 

:-:ettlement of THE earl of Pembroke, who, at the time of John's death, was marifchal of 
the govcrn-
11ent. England, was by his office at the head of the armies, and confequently, during 

a ftate of civil wars and convulfions, at the head of the ftate; and it happened 
fortunately for the young monarch, and for the nation, that the power coJld not 
have been intrufted into more able and more faithful hands. This nobleman, 

who had maintained his loyalty unihaken to John during the loweft fortune of 
hat monarch, determined to fupport the authority of the infant prince ; and he 

~ M. Paris. p. 6z l· 
was 
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as not difmayed with the number and violence of his enemies.· Senfib!e, that Chap. xu. 
Henry, according to the prejudices of the times, would not be deemed fove... 1 z 16. 

reign, tiJl crown'd and anointed by a churchman; he immediately carried the 2 sth oa: 
. young prince to Glocefter where the ceremony of coronation was perfo~med, in 

the prefence of Gualo, the legate, and a very few noblemen, by the bifhops of 
Winchefi:er and Blth *. As the concurrence of the papal authority was requifite 
to fupport the tottering throne, Henry was obliged to fwear fealty to the Pope, 
-and renew that homage, to which his father had already fubjetl:ed tl:e kingdom t : 
And in order to enlarge the authority of Pembroke, and give him a n1ore regu- 1 tth Nov 

lar and legal title to it, a general council of the barons was foon after fummoned 
at Briftol, where that nobieman was chofen protector of the kingdom. 

PEMBROKE, that he might reconcile all men to the governmen: of his pupil, 
made him grant anew a charter of liberties, which, tho' moftly copied from the 
former conceffions, extorted from John, contains fome alterations, which may be 
deemed remarkable :J:. The full privilege of eleClions in the clergy, granted by 
John the former King~ was not confirm' cl, nor the libert of going out of the 
·kingdom, without the royal confent : Whence we may conjecture, that Pem
broke and the barons, jealous of the ecc]efiaftical power, were defirous of renew
ing the King's claim to iffue a conge d'elire to the monks and chapters, and 
thought it requifite to put fome check on the frequent appeals to Rome. But 
what may chleRy furprize tls ; the obligation, to which John had fubjected him
felf, of obtaining the confent of the great council before he levied any aids or 
fcutages from the nation, was omitted; and this article was even declared hard 
and fevere, and was exprefsly left to future deliberation. But we muft confider, 
that, tho' this limitation may perhaps appear to us the moft momentous in the 
whole charter of John, it was not regarded in that light by the antient barons, 
who were more jealous of particular acts of violence in the crown than of fuch 
.general impofitions, which, unlefs they were evidently reafonable and neceffary, 
could fcarce, without a general confent, be levied upon men, who had arms in 
their hands, and who could repel any act of oppreffion, by which they were all 
immediately affected. We accordingly find, that Henry, in the courfe of his 
reign, while he gave frequent occafions for complaint, with regard to the viola*" 
tions of the great charter, never once attempted, by his mere will, to levy any 
aids or fcutages ; th(;'ugh he was often reduc'd to great neceffities) and was re· 
fufed fupplies by his people. So n1uch eafier was it for him to tranfgrefs the 

M. Paris. p. :zoo. 
!t M. Paris. p. zoo. 

Hift. Croyf. Cont. p. 474· W. Heming. p. 56~. Treve~. p. 16S. 
+ Rymer. Vol. I. p. Zl)• 
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law, when individuals alone were affected, than even to exert his acknowledged: 

prerogatives, where the intereft of the whole body was concerned. 

This charter was again confirmed by the King in the enfuing year, with tle 
addition of fome articles to prevent the oppreffions of fheriffs : And alfo wirh 
an additional charter of forefis, a circumftance of great moment in . thofe ages, 
when hunting was fo much the occupation of the nobility, and whe·n the Kirg 
comprehended fo confiderable a part of the kingdom within his forefl:s, wh eh \e 

govern'd by peculiar and arbitrary laws. All the forefis, which had been enclcf
ed fince the reign of Henry the fecond, were defaforefted; and new perambua
tions were appointed for that purpofe : Offences in the forefrs were declared to 
be no longer capital ; but punifinble by fines, imprifonments, and more gentle 
penalttes : And all the proprietors of land recovered the power of cutting and . 

ufing their own wood at their pleafure. 

THus, thefe famous charters were brought very nearly to the !nape, in whi:h · 
they have ever fince ftood; and they were, during many generations, the darli1g , 
of the whole Eng1ilh nation, and efteemed the moft facred rampart to national 
lLberty and independaoce. As they fecur-ed the rights of all or ers of men, ttey 
were regarded with a jealous eye by all, and became the bafis, in a manner, of 
the Engli!h monarchy, . and a kind of original contracr, which both limited 1he 
authority of the King, and enfured the conditional allegiance of his fubjeds. 
Tho' often violated, they were fl:ill claimed and recalled by the nobility and peope; . 
and as o precedents were fuppofed valid, that infringed them, they rather tc

quired, than lofl: authority, from the frequent attempts, n1ade againft thetn in 1 

feveral ages, by regal and arbitrary power. 

WHILE Pembroke, by renewing and confirming the great charter, gave fo 

much fatisfaction and fecurity to the nation in general, he alfo applied him elf ' 
fuccefsfully to individuals ; and wrote letters, in the King's name, to all :he 
malecontent barons; in which he reprefented to them, that whatever jealoufy md 

animofity they might have entertained againft the late King, a young prince, :he 
lineal heir of their antient monarchs, had now fw::ceeded to the throne, without · 
fucceeding either to the refentments or principles of his predeceffor: That :he · 
defperate expedient, which they had employed, of calling in a foreign potent<te, . 
had, happily for th~m as well as for the nation, failed of entire fuccefs, and it . 
was frill in their power, by a quick return to their duty, to reftore the indep~n

dance of the kingdom,. and to fecure that liberty, for which they fo zealodly 
contended = That as all paft offences of the barons were now buried in obli vbn, . 
hey ought, on their part, to forget their complaints againft their late foverei~n, 
w~o, if he had been any wife blameable in his conduCt, had left to his fon the · 

falutary 
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ftlutary ·warning, to avoid the paths, which had led to fuch fatal extremtttes : Chap. xn . 
.And that having now obtained a charter for their liberties, it wa their interefl: . lz.Io. 

t) fhow, by their conduCt, that th ;;.t acquifition was not incompatible with their 
alegiance, and that the rights of King and people, fo far from being hoftile and 

cppofite, might 111 utually fupport and fufrain each other*. 

THESE confide rations, enforced by the character of confiancy and fidelity, which 
:Pembroke had ever maintained, had a mighty influence on the barons; and moft 
cf them began fecretly to negotiate with him, and many of them openly return
td to their duty. The diffidence, which Lewis difcovered of their fidelity, for
varded this general propenfion towards the K1ng; ar .d when the French prince 
refufed the government of the caftle of tlertford to Robert Fitz-Walter, who · 
1ad been fo aCtive againft the late King, and who claimed that fortrefs as his 
tight and property, they all plain y faw, that the Englifh were excluded from 
every truft, and that foreigners had engroffed all the confidence and affection of 
their new fovereign t . The excommunication too, denounced by the legate, 
~gainfl: all Lewis's adher n , a· · h mens difpofitions 
:1ad taken, to operate a mighty effect upon them ; and they were eafily perfuad
ed to confider a caufe as impious and profane, for which they had already en
tertained an unfurmountable averfion t· Tho' Lew1s made a journey to France, 
md brought over freih fuccours from that kingdom§, he found, on his return, 
:hat his party was frill more weakened by the defertion of his Englifh :confede
~ates, and that the death of John, had, contrary to his expectation, giv!n an in
:urable blow to his caufe. The earls of Salifbury, Arund~l, and Warren ne, to
gether with William MarefhaJ, eldeft fon of the protector, had embr,tced Hen
ry's party ; and every Engli!h nobleman was pl ainly watching an opportunity of 
returning to his allegiance. Pembroke was fo much ftrengthened by thefe acceffions, 
that he ventured to inveft Mount-forel ; tho', upon the approach of the count · 
de Perche with the French army, he defifted from his enterprize, and raifed the 
fiege 11· The count de Perche, elated with this fuccefs, marched to Lincoln ; . 
and being adtnitted into the town, he began to attack the caftle, which he foon 1 

reduced to extremity. The proteCtor fummoned all his forces from every quarter 
in order to relieve a place of fuch importance; and he appeared fo much fuoeri- . 
or to the French, that they fhut then1felves up within the city, and refolv;d to 
take fhelter behind the walls+· But the garrifon of the caftle havina re- -

' b 

* Rymer. vol. 1. p . 2 15. Brady's App. Q• I+3· tM. Paris. p . zoo, 202. 

p. zoo. M. Weft. p. 277. § Chron. DunH. vol. 1. p. 79· M. Weft. p. 277. 
• ~03. + Chron. Dunft. vol. 1. p. 81. 
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Chap XII. ceived a ftrong reinforcement, made a vigorous fally upon the befiegers i white 
·u 16. the Englifh army, by concert, affaulted them ·in the fame inftant from without, 

mounted the walls by fcalade, and bearing down all refiftance, entered the city 
fword in hand. Lincoln was delivered over to be pillaged.; the French army 

was totally routed; the count de Perche, with only two perfons more, was kil
led, but many of the chief commanders and about 400 knights were made pri
foners by the Englifh t. So little blood was fhed in this important aCtion, which 

decided the fate of one of the tnoft powerful kingdoms of Europe ; and fuch 
wretched foldiers were thofe antient barons, who yet were unacquainted with 

:e\'ery thing but arms~' 

Prince Lewis was informed ·of this fata1 event, while em\ployed in the fiege of 
Dover, which was ftill valiantly defended againft him by Hubert de Burgh. He 
immediately retreated towards London, which was the center and life of his par· 

ty ; and he there received intelligence of a new difafter, which put an end to 
~11 his hopes. A French fleet bringing over a ftrong reinforcement, had appeared 
on the coaft of Kent, when they were attacked by the Englifh under the com
n1and of Philip d' Albiney, and were routed and repulfed with confiderable lofs. 
D' Albiney practifed a ftratagem againft them, which is faid to have contribut
ed to the viCtory : Having gained the wind of the French, he came down upon 
them with violence; and throwing in their faces a great quantity of quick-lime, 

which he purpofely carried on board, he fo blinded them, that they were difa

bled from defending themfelves *. 
AFTER this fecond misfortune of the Frenc-h, the Englifh barons hafted every 

where to make terms of peace with 'the protector, and by an early fubmiffion, 
to prevent th0fe forfeitures, to which they were expnfed on account of their re
bellion. Lewis, whofe -caufe was now totally defperate, began to be anxious for 
the fafety of his perfon, and was glad, on any honourable conditions, to make 
his efcape from a country, where he found~ that every thing was now become 
hoftile to him. He concluded a peace with Pembroke, pro~ifed to evacuate 
the kingdom, and only ftipulated in return, an indemnity to his adherents, and 
a reftitution of their honours and fortunes, together with the free and equal en

joyment of thofe liberties, which had been granted to the reft of the nation t. 
Thus, was happily ended a civil war, which feemed to be founded on the moft 

2_en.eral pad· incurable hatred and jealou{v, and threatened the kinO'dom with the moft fatal 
.. n:auon. 1 c 

confequences. 

t M. Paris . p. 204, 205. Chron. de Mullr. p. I9)· ~ M. Paris. p. 206. Ann. Warerl. p. 18.3. 
W. Herning. p. 563. Trevet. p. t6g. M. Weft. p. 277. Knyghton. p. 2428. t Ryrner. vol. x. 
p. zz1. M. Paris. p. 207. Chron. Dunft. vol. I. p. 83. M. Weft. p. z78. Knyghton. p. 2429. 
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THE precautions, which the King of France ufed in the conduct of this whole Chap. XII. 

1ZI6. affair, are remarkable. He pretended, that his fon had accepted of the offer 
from the Engli1h barons, without his advice, and contrary to his inclination : 
The armies fent to England were levied in Lewis' s name : When that prince 
came over to France for aid, his father publickly refufed to grant him 
any affiftance, and would not fo much as admit him to his prefence : Even after 
Henry's party acquired the afcendant, and Lewis was in danger of falling into 
the hands of his enemies, it was Blanche of Caftile his wife, not the King his 
father, who raifed armies and equipped fleets for his fuccour *. All thefe arti
fices were employed, not to fatisfy the Pope; for he had too much penetration to 
be fo eafily impofed on: Nor yet to deceive the people; for they were too grofs 
even for that purpofe: They only ferved for a colouring to Philip's caufe; 
and in public affairs, men are often better pleafed, that the truth, tho' known to 
every body, fhould be wrapt up under a decent cover, than if it were expofed in 
open day.light to the eyes of all the world. 

After the expulfion of the French, the prudence and equity of the proteCtor's 
fubfequent c n et, contributed to cure entirely thofe wounds, which had been 
n1ade by intefl:ine difcord. He received the rebellious barons into favour; ob
ferved ftrictly the terms of peace, which he had granted them ; reftored them to 
their poffeffions; and endeavoured, by an equal behaviour, to bury all paft ani
n1olities in perpetual oblivion. The clergy alone, who had adhered to Lewis, 
were fufferers in this revofution. _.t\.s they had rebelled againft their fovcreign , 
the Pope, by difregarding the interdiCt and excommunication, it was not in Pem
broke's power to make any ftipulations in their favour ; and Gualo, the legate, . 
prepared to take vengeance on them for their. difobedience t. Many of them . 
were depofed; many fufpended; fome banifhed; and all who efcaped punijh
n1ent, made atonement for their offences, by paying large fums to the ltgate, 
who amaffed an immenfe treafure by this expedient. 

THE earl of Pembroke furvived not long the pacification, which had been Death oftht> 
chiefly owing to his wifdom and valour:f:; and he was fucceeded in the govern- proteaor. 

rnent by Peter, bi!hop of Winchefter, a Poicteven, and Hubert de Burgh, high 
jufticiary. The councils of the latter were ch:efly fo lowed ; and had he polfef~ 
fed equal authority in the kingdom with PembroR.e, he feemed to be ever way 
worthy of filling t 1e place of that virtuous citizf"'n. · 1t the lin:·n· ious and pow- Some commo-' 

erful barvns, who had once broke the reins of fubjecrion . to tht;ir pnme. and t·ons. 

• M. Paris. p. 256. Chron. Dun!h vol. 1. p 8z •. 
Dunft. vol. 1. p. 83 , :t M. Paris. p. 210. 
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had obtained by violence an enlargement of their liberties and independance, 
cou:d ill be reftrained by bws under a JY!inority; and the people, no lefs than 
the Kina fuffered from their outrao-es and diforders. They retained by force 

o' o 
the royal ca!1:les, which they had ufurped during the pal~ convulfions, or which 
had been committed to their cuftody by the proteCtor*: They ufurped the de
mefnes t : They oppreffed their vaffals: They infefted theit weaker neighbours: 
And they invited all diforderly people to enter in their retinue, and to live upon 
their lands s and they gave them proteClion in all their robberies and extortion5. 

No one was more infamous for thefe violent and illegal practices than the earl 
of Albemarle, who, tho' he had early returned to his duty, and had been very 
fcrviceab~c in xpelhng the French, augmented to the outmoft of his power the 
ge }eral licence, ' which prevailed ; and committed outrages in all the counties of 
the north. In order to fuppre(c; his diforders, Hubert feized an opportunity of 
getting poffeffion of Rockingham caftle, which Albemarle had garrifoned with 
his licentious retinue : But this nobleman, inftead of fubmitting, entered into a 
fec ret confederacy w1th Fawkes de Breaute~ Peter de Mauleon, and other barons, 
and both fortified the cafile ot B1ham tor is de ence, and made himfelf mafter 
by furprize of that of Fotheringay. Pandulf, who was reftored to his legatefhip 
in the place of Gualo, was aCtive in fupprei mg th1s rebellion ; and with the con
currence of eleven biiliops, he denounced the fentenrt of excommunication againft 
Albemarle and his adher~..-uts t ·: An army was ievied: A fcutage of ten ihdlings 
a knight's fee wa~ impofl d on all the military tenants : Albemarle's a£fociates 
gradually deferted him : t\nd he himfelf was obliged at laft to fubmit to mercy. 
He received a pardon, and \'as rtfron:d to nis whu1e eftate. 

THIS impolitic lenity, too requent in thofe tltnes, was probably the refult of 
a combination amor-g the b ~t n , vl o n ver roulct endure to fee the total ruin 
of one of their o ~ n order: But it encouraqed F lwkes de Breaute, a man whom 
King John had raifed from a I w o ·gin, to perfevere in the courfe of violence, 
to which he had o ed his fort e, ,nd to fet at nought all law and juftice. 
When thirty five verdicts we ·e a ~ time found againft him, on account of 
his violent expuiGon of fo m ny t"~eholders from their poffe{flons; he came to 
the court of juflice with an armtd · tee, feized the judge who had pronounced 
the fentences, and imprifonel1 hilT' in Btdford caftle. He then levied open 
war againft the King; but 1 eing fubdued, and taken prifoner, his life was 
granted him ; but his eftate was confifcated, and he was banifued the kingJom §. 

nvet. p. 17 +· t ymer. vol. 1. p. 276. t Chron. T;unft vol. 1. p. I oz. ' *T' P 
§ Ryrner. vol. I. p. 29S. M. Paris. p. zz 1, 224. Ann. \Vaverl. p. 188. Chron. Dunft. vol. I. p. 

111, q6. M. Vleft. p. 2S3 . 
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JuSTICE was executed with greater feverity againft diforders lefs premeditated, Chap. XII, 

which broke out in the city of London. A frivolous emulation in a match of 1 zzz. 

wreftling, between the Londoners on the one hand, and the inhabitants of Weft-
minfter and thofe of the neighbouring villages on the other, occafioned this com-
motion. The former rofe in a body, and pulled down fome houfes belonging to 
the abbot of Weftminfler : But this riot, which, confidering the tumultuous dif-
pofition familiar to that capital, would have been little regarded, feemed to be-
come more ferious, by the fymptoms, which then broke out of the former at
tachment of the citizens to the French intereft. The populace, in the tumult, 
n1ade ufe of the cry of war commonly employed by the French troops ; mount-
joy, mountjoy, God help us and our lord Lewis. The jufticiary made enquiry into 
the diforder; and finding one Conftantine Fitz Arnulf to have been the ring
leader, an infolent man, who juftified his crime in Hubert's prefence, he pro
ceeded againft hhn by martial law, and ordered him immediately to be hanged, 
without trial or form of procefs. He alfo cut off the feet of fome of Conftan-

tine' s .accomplices *. 
THrs aCt of pow r was comp ained of as an infringement of the great charter: 

Yet the jufticiary, in a parliament, fummoned at Oxford (for the great councils 
began about this time to receive that appellation) made no fcruple to grant in the 
King's name a renewal and confirn1ation of that charter. When the affembly 
made application to the crown for this favour; as a law in thofe times feemed to 
lofe its validity, if not frequently renewed; William de Briewere, one of the 
council of Regency, was fo bold as to fay openly, that thefe liberties were extort
ed by force, and ought not to be obferved : But he was reprimanded by the arch
bifhop of Canterbury, and was not countenanced by the King or his chief mini
fters t. A new confirmation was demanded and granted two years after; and an 
aid, amounting to a fifteenth of all moveables, was given by the parliament, in 
return for this indulgence :f:. The King iffued writs anew to the fheriffs, com
manding the obfervance of the charter; but he inferted a remarkable claufe in the 
writs, that thofe who payed not the fifteenth, fhould not for the future be enti
tled to the benefit of thofe liberties §. 

THE low ftate, into which the crown was now fallen, made it requifite for a good 
n1inifter 'to be attentive to the prefervation of the royal prerogatives, as well as 
to the fecurity of public liberty. Hubert applied to the Pope, )Vho had always 
great authority in the kingdom, and was now confidered as its fuperior lord ; and 
defired him to i£fue a bull, declaring the King to be of full age, and entitled to 

• M. Paris. p. 217,218, Z)9· Annal. Waver!. p. 187. Chron. Dunft. vol. 1. p. 129. t M. 
Weft. p. 282. t M. Paris. p. 223. Ann. T. Wykes. p. 40. Chron. Dunft. vol. I. p. 151. 

M. Weft. p. Z84· Knyghton. p. 2430· ; Clauf. 9· a. 3· m. 9; and m. 6. d. . 
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fhap. XII. exercife in perfon all the acts of royalty •. In confequence of this declaration~ 
u~z, the jufticiary religned into Henris hands ~he two important fortreffes of the 

Tower and Dover caftle, which had been entrufted to his cuftody ; and required 
the other barons to imitate his example. They refufed comp1iance : The earls 
of Chefter and Albemarle~ John Conftable of Chefter, John de Lacy, Brian de 
I~ IOe, and William de Cantel, with fome others, even formed a confpiracy t() 

furprize London~ and met in arms at Waltham with that intention : But finding the 

King pre-pared for defence, they defifted from their enterpri:ze. When fummoned 
to court, in order to anfwer for their conduct:. they fcrupled not to appear, and to. 

confefs their defign: But they told the King, that they had no bad intentions. 
againft his perfon,. but only againft Hubert de Burgh, whom they were deter
mined to remove· from his office t. They appeared too formidable to be chaf
~ifed ; and they were fo little difcouraged by the failure of their fidl: enterprize~ 
t~hat they met again in arms at Leicefter, in order to ieize the Ki~g who then 
refided at Northampton ~ But Henry, inforn1ed of their purpofe, took care to 
be fo well armed and attended, that the barons found it dangerous to make the 
attempt;- nd they fat down and kept their Chriftmas in his neighbourhood :t:· 
The archbiihop and the prelates, finding every thing tend towards a civil war,. 
interpofed with their authority, and threatened the barons with the fentence- · 
of excommunication, if th~y perfifted in detaining the King's caftles. This 
menace at laft prevailed: Moft of the fortreffes were furrendered; tho' the 
barons complained,. that Hubert's caftles were foon after re.ftored to hirn, while 
the King frill kept theirs in his own cuilody. There are faid to have been 1 1 1 5~ 

caftles at that time in England §. 
It muft be ackowledged, that the influence of the prelates and the clergy was . 

often of very great fervice fb the public. Tho'" the religion of that age can merit
no other name than that- of fuperftition, it ferved to unite together a body of men. 
who had great fway over the people; and who kept the· community from falling· 
to pieces, from the faCl:ions and independant power of the nobles. And what was,, 
of great. confequencc; it threw a mighty authority into the hands of men, who~ 
by their profeffion were averfe to arms and· violence; who tempered by their me- . 
diation the general difpofition towards military enter prizes; and· who frill main- . 
tained, even amidft the fhock of arms,. thofe fecret links, without which it is·; 
impoffible for human fociety to fubfift. 

N OT.WITHS·T ANDIN.G thefe inteftine corn motions in England, and the prec~ri+ 
ous authority of ~he crown, Henry. was obliged: to carry on war in France, and\ 

• M. Paris. p. 220. 
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he employed to that pu'rpofe "the fifteenth which had been granted him by par
liament. Lewis the eighth, who had fucceeded to his father, Philip, inftead of 
attending to Henry's claim, who demanded the reftitution of Normandy and the 
other provinces, wrefted from England, made an irruption into PoiB:ou, took 
Rochelle* after a long fiege, and feemed determined to expell the Engliili from 
the few provinces, which yet remained to them. Henry fent over his uncle, the 
eari ·of Sali1bury ; together with his brother prince Richard, to whom he had 
:granted the earldon1 of Cornwal, which had efcheated to the crown. Saliibury 
.ftopt the progrefs of Lewis's arms, and retained the PoiB:evin and Gafcon vaffals 
in their allegiance: But no military aB:ion of any moment was performed on eithoc 
fide. The earl of Cornwal, afcer two years fray in Guienne, returned to England. 

THis prince was no wife turbulent or factious in his difpofition : His ruling pa.f .. 
lion was to amafs money, in which he fucceeded fo well as to become the richeft 
prince in Chriftendom : Yet his attention to gain fometimes threw him into acts 
of violence, and gave difrurbance to the government. There was a manor, 
which formerl had belonged to the earldom of Cornwal, but had been given 
away to Waleran de Ties, before Richard had been invefted with that dignity, 

and while the earldom remained in the hands of the crown. Richard claimed 
this manor, and expelled the proprietor by force z Waleran complained: The 
King ordered his brother to do juftice to the man, and refi:ore him to his rights : 
The earl faid, that he would not fubmit to thefe orders, till the caufe was decided 
againft him by the judgment of his peers : Henry replied, that it was firft re
quifite to re-infl:ate W aleran in po£feffion, before the caufe could be tried ; and 
he re-iterated his orders to the earl t. We may judge of the fiate of the go
vernment, when this affair was like to produce a civil war. The earl of Corn
wal, finding Henry peremptory in his demands, affociated himfelf with the 
young earl of Pembroke, who had married his fifter, and who was difcontented 
on account of the King's requiring him to deliver up fome royal caftles which 
were in his cuftody. Thefe two noblemen took into their confederacy the earl 
of Chefrer, Warenne~ Glocefter, Hereford, Warwic, and Ferrars, who were all 
difgufted on a like account :f:. The malecontents affembled an army, which the 
King had not the power or courage to rdift; and he was obliged to give his 
brother fati~faclion, by grants of much greater importance than the manot, 
which had been the firft ground of the quarrel§. 

THE character of the King, as he grew to man's eftate, became every day 
better known, and was found in every circumftance totalJy unqualified for main· 

• Rymer. vol. 1. p. ~~. Trive • p. 179• t M. aris. p. 233• :t M. Paris. p. 233· 
M. Paris. p. ~ 1• 
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taining a proper fway among thofe turbulent barons, wh01n the feudal conftitu.: 
tion fubjeB:ed to his authority. Gentle, humane, and merciful even to a fault, 
he feems to have been fteady in no other circumftance of his character; but to 

have received every impreffion from thofe who furrounded him, and whom he 
loved, for the time, with the moft imprudent and moft unreferved affection. 

Without aB:ivity or vigour, he was unfit to conduct war; without policy or art,. 
he wa:s ill fitted to maintain peace : His refentments, tho' hafl:y and violent, were 
not dreaded, while he was found to drop them with fuch facility ; his friendfhips 

were little valued, becaufe they were neither derived from choice, nor tnaintain
ed with conftancy. A proper pageant of ftate in a regular monarchy, where his 
minifters could have· conducted all affairs in his name and by his authority ; but 
too feeble in thofe diforderly times to fway a fcepter, whofe weight depended en

tirely on the firmnefs and dexterity of the hand, which held it. 
The ableft and mofr virtuous minifter, whom Henry ever poffeffed, was Hu

bert de Burgh*; a man who had been fteady to the crown in the moft difficult 
anti dangerous times, and who yet £hewed no difpoficion, in the height of his 
power, to enfiave or opprefs the people. The only exceptionable part of his con
duct is that which is mentioned by Matthew Paris t, if the faCt: is really true, 
and proceeded from Huberes advice, the recalling publickly and annulling the 

charter of forefts, a conceffion fo reafonable in itfelf, and fo paffionately claimed 
both by the nobility and people: But it muft be confeffed, that this meafure is 

fo unlikely, both from the circumftances of the times and character of the mi:.. 

nifter, that there is great reafon to doubt of its reality, efpecially as it is men
tioned by no other hiftorian; Hubert, while he enjoyed his authority, had 

an entire afcendant over Henry, and was loaded with honours and favours be
yond any other fubjeB:. Befides acquiring the property of many cafl:les and ma
nors, he married the eldeft fifl:er of the King of Scots, was created earl of Kent, 
and by an unufual conceffion, was made chief jufticiary of England for life: Yet 

Henry, in a fudden caprice, threw off this faithful minifter, and expofed him 

to the violent perfecutions of his enemies. Among other frivolous crimes ob
jeCl:ed to him, he was accufed of gaining the King's affections by enchantment, 
and of purloining from the royal treafury a gem, which had the virtue to ren
der the wearer invulnerable, and of fending this valuable curiofity to the prince 
of Wales :J:. The nobility, who hated H u bert on account of his zeal in refum
ing the rights and poffeffions of the crown, no fooner faw the opening, than they 
inflamed the King's animofity againft him, and pufhed him to feek the total, 

* Ypod. Neuftrire. p. 464: t P. 232. M. Wdl. p. 21.6. afcribes this council to Peter lH~ 
'fuop ofWinchefte,r. ~M. Paris. p. 259~ 
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ruin of his minifter: Hubert took fanB:uary in a church : T'he King ordered Chap. XII. 

him to be dragged from thence: He recalled thofe orders : He afterwards re- 12 31
• 

newed them : He was obliged by the clergy to reftore him to the fantl:uary : He 

conftrained him foon after to furrender himfelf prifoner, and he confined hin1 to 

the caftle of the Devifes. Hubert made his efcape, was expelled the kingdom, was 

again received into favour, recovered a great fhare of the King's confidence, but 

never !bowed any inclination of re-inftating hin1felf in his power and authority*. 

THE man, who fucceeded him in the government of the King and kingdom, Bifhop of 

was Peter des Roches, bifhop of Winchefter, a PoiB:evin by birth, who had been Winchefier 

raifed by the late King, and who was no lefs diftinguilhed by his arbitrary prin- miniiler. 

ciples and violent conduCt, than by his courage and abilities. This prelate had 

been left by King John jufticiary and regent of the kingdom during an expe-

dition which that prince made into France ; and his illegal adminiftration was 

one chief caufe of that great combination among the barons, which finally ex-

torted from the crown the charter of liberties, and laid the foundation of the En-

gliih conftitution. Henry, tho' incapable~ from his character, of purfuing the 

fame violent maxims, which had governed his father, had imbibed the fame arbi-

trary principles; and in profecution of Peter's advice, he invited over a great nu m- ' 

ber of PoiCtevins and other foreigners, who, he bel ieved, could more fafely be truft-

ed than the Englifh, and who feemed requifite to counterbalance the great and in

dependant power of the nobility t. Every office and command was beftowed 

on thefe flrangers; their rapacity exhaufted the revenues of the crown, already 

too much impoverilhed t ; they invaded the rights of the people ; and their in-

faience, frill more provoking than their power, drew on them the hatred and en· 

vy of all orders of men in the kingdom §. ' 

THE barons formed a combination againft this odious miniftry, and withdrew 

from their attendance in parliament; on pretence of the danger, to which they 

were expofed from the machinations of the Poictevins. When again fummoned to 

attend, the:'y gave for anfwer, that the King fhould difmifs his foreigners fron1 

court : Otherwife they would drive both him and them out of the kingdom, and 

put the crown on another head, more worthy of wearing it 11: Such was the ftyle, 

which they ufed to their fovereign! They at laft came to parliament, but fo weU 

attended with armed followers, that they feemed in a condition to prefcribe laws 

to the King and miniftry. Peter des Roches, however, had in the interval 

found means of fowing diffenfion among the barons, and of bringing over to his 

• M. Paris. p. 259, z6o, 261, 266. Chron. T . Wykes. p . 41, 42. Chron. Dunfr. vol. I. p. 220, 

221. M. Weft. p. 291, 301. t M. Paris. p. z63.• :t Chron. Dunft. vol. I. p. 15 I. 

! M. Paris. p. 258. fi M. Paris. p. :z6s. party 
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Chap. XII. party the ,earl of Cornwal, as well as the earls of ~incoln and Che~er. The con: 
IZ33 · federates were difconcerted in their meafures: Rtchard, earl Manfchal, who had 

fucceeded to that dignity on the death of his brother, William, was chaced into 
Wales ; he thence withdrew into Ireland ; where he was treacherouny n1urdered 

by the contrivance of the bifhop of Winchefter •. The eftates of the more ob
noxious barons were confifcated, without legal fentence or trial by their peers t; 
and were beftowed with a profufe li~erality on the Poiftevins. Peter even car .. 

ried his infolence fo far as to fay publickly, that the barons of England muft not. 
pretend to put themfelves on the fame footing with thofe of France, or affume 

the fame liberties and privileges: The monarch had a more abfolute power in 
the one country than in the other. It would have been more juftifiable for him 
to fay, that men, fo unwilling to fubmit to the authority of law, could with 

the worfe grace claim any fhelter or proteCtion from it. 
WHEN the King, at any time, was checked in his illegal practices, and the 

authority of the great charter was objeB:ed to him, he was wont to reply; " Why 
.fhould I obferve a charter, which is negleCted by all my grandees, both prelates 
and nobility ?" It was very reafonably replied. '' You ought, fir, to fet them 

the example.,, t 
So violent a minifl:ry as that of the bifuop of Winchefter, could not be of long 

duration; but its fall proceeded at laft from the influence of the church, not from 
the efforts of the nobles. Edmond, the prefent primate, came to court, attend .. 

ed by many of the other prelates; and reprefented to the King the pernicious 
rneafures embraced by Peter des Roches, the difcontents of his people, the ruin 

of his affairs ; and after requiring the difmiffion of the minifter, and his affoci

ates, threatened him with the fentence of excommunication, in cafe of his refu

fal. Henry, who knew that an excommunication, fo agreeable to the fenfe of 

the people, could not fail of operating the moft dangerous effects, was obliged 

to fubmit: Foreigners were banifhed : The natives were refi:ored to their 
place in council§ : The primate, who was a n1an of prqdence, and who took care . 

to execute the laws and obferve the charter of liberties, bore the chief fway in the 

government. 

(- )%36. BuT the Engliih in vain flattered themfelves that they would be Iona free from 

r~th!anuar:· the dominion of foreigners. The King, having married Eleaoor, dau:hter to the 
k!ngs p;rtJ- count of Provence 11, was furrounded by a great number of ftranaers from that coun-
ahty to 10- • • • b • 

1~igners. try, whom he carelfed w1th the fondeft affechon, and ennched by an 1mprudent 

• Chron. Dunft. v<>1. 1. p. 2.19. t M. Pari5. p. 265. t M. Paris. p. 6o9~ § M. Paris. 
p. 2"; r, 1.7'1.· Rymer. vol. 1. p. 4i-8• M. Paris. p. 2S6. 
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generouty *. The bilhop of Valence, a prelate of the houfe of Savoy, and n1a- Chap. XII. 

ternal uncle to the queen, was his chief minifter, and employed every art to I.23
6

• 

amafs wealth for himfelf and his relations. Peter de Savoy, another brother of 

the fame family, was invefted in the honour of Richmond, and received the rich 

wardlhip of earl W arrenne : Boniface de Savoy was promoted to the fee-

of Canterbury : Many young ladies were invited over from Provence, and mar-

ried to the chief noblemen of England, who were the King's ward~ t: And as the· 

fource of Henry's bounty began to fail, his Savoya.rd n1iniflry applied to Rome, 

and obtained a bull ; permitting him to refume all paft grants; abfolving him 

from the oath,. which he had taken to maintain them ; even enjoining him to 

make fuch a refumption, and reprefenting thefe grants as invalid, on account at 

the prejudice which enfued from then1 to. the Roman pontiff, in whom the fupe-. 

riority of the ki-ngdom was vefted :j::. The oppofition, made to the intended re

fumption, prevented it from taking effeCt: ; but the nation faw the indigni-

ties, to whic the King was willing to fubmit, in order to gratify the avarice of 

his foreign favourites. About the fame time, he publillied in England the fen-

tence of excomrnunicationt denounced againft the emperor Frederic,. his brothe~ 

in law§ ;: and faid in excure, that, being the Pope's vaffal, he was obliged by his. 

allegiance to obey all the commands of his hoHnefs. In this weak reign, when 

any neighbour infulted the King's dominions, inftead of taking re'venge for the 

injury,. he complained to the Pope as his fuperior lord,. and begged him to give 

:protection. to.. his vaffal!l, 

THE refentment of the Englilh. barons rofe high at the preference given to fo- . 

· ~ ft d 1 · Id Gnevano.es •. 
retgners; ~.;Ut no remon rances an ·comp amts cou ever prevail on the King 

to abandon them, or even to moderate his attaehment towards them. After the 

Proven~als and Savoyards might have been fuppofed pretty well fatiated· with the 

dignities and riches, which they had acquired, a new fet of hungry foreigners were 

invited over, and fuared among them thofe favours, which the King ought in. 

policy, to have conferred on the Englilh nobility, by whom his governmene

eould have been fupported and defended. His mother, !fabella, who had been, 

unjufi:ly taken by the late King from the count de la. Marche, to whom :fhe was 

betrothed, was no fooner n1iftrefs of herfelf by the death of her hulband, than ,24v;· 

1he married that nobleman +; and fhe had born him four fons, Guy., William, 

Geoffrey, and Aymer, whom fhe fent over into England to pay a vifit to their 

f>rother. The good-natured and affectionate difpofition of Henry was moved at: 

• M. Paris. p. 236, 301, 3o;, 316, 541. M. Weft. p. 302, 304. t M. Pads. P.· +8+· M. 

Weft. p. 338. t M. Paris. p. 295, 30I. ; Rymer, vol. 1. p. 383, 11 Cbron. 
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the fiaht of fuch near relations ; and he confidered neither his own circumftances,· 
b 

nor the humours of his people, in the honours and riches, which he conferred 
upon them*. Complaints rofe as loud againfr the credit of the Gafcon as ever 
they had done againfr that of the PoiB:evin and Savoyard favourites ; and to ana
tion prejudiced againft them, all their meafures appeared criminal and exception
able. Violations of the great charter were frequently mentioned; and it is in
deed more than likely, that foreigners, ignorant of the laws, and relying on the 
boundlefs affections of a weak prince, would, in an age, when a regular admi
niftration was not any where known, pay more attention to their own prefent in
tereft than to the liberties of the people. It is reported, that the PoiB:evins and 
other fl:rangers, when the laws were at any time appealed to, in oppofition to 
their oppreffions, fcrupled not to reply, What did the Engli/h laws jignify to them? 
t:fhey minded them not. And as words are often more olfenfive than aCtions, this 

open contempt of the Englifh tended much to aggravate the general difcontent, 

and made every aCt of violence, committed by the foreigners, appear not only 

an injury, but an affront to them t. 
I reckon not among the violations of the great charter fome arbitrary exer· 

tions of prerogative, which Henry's neceffities obliged him to pratl:ife, and which, 
without producing any difcontent, were uniformly continued by all his fucceffors, 
till the laft century. As ~he parliament often refufed him fupplies, and that in 
a manner fomewhat rude and indecent t, he obliged his opulent fubjeB:s, particu
larly the citizens. of London, to grant him loans of money; and it is natural 
to imagine, that the fame want of oeconomy, which reduced him to the neceffi
ty of borrowing, would prevent him from being very punCtual in the payment§. 
He demanded benevolences or pretended voluntary contributions from his nobili

ty and prelates 11· He was the firft King of England fince the conqueft, who 
could fairly be faid to lye under the reftraint of law ; and he was alfo the firft 
who praetifed the difpenfing power, and employed the famous claufe of Non-ob
ftante in his grants and patents. When objections were made to this novelty, he 
replied, that the Pope exercifed that authority; and why might he not imitate 
the example? But the abufe, which the Pope made of his difpenfing power, in 
violating the Canons of general councils, in invading the privileges and cuftoms c.. 

of all particular churches, and in ufurping on the rights of patrons, was more 
likely to excite the jealoufy of the people, than to reconcile then1 to a fimilar pr'ac
tice in their civil government. Roger de Thurkeiby, one of the KiDg's juftices, 

• M. Paris. p. 491. M. Weft. p. 338. Knyghton. p. 2436. t M. Paris. p. 566. 666. 
Ann. Waver. p. %14· Chron. Dunft. vol. 1. p. 335· :t: M. Paris. p. 301. §M. Paris. 
p. 406. 1\ M. Paris. p. 507. 
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was fo difpleafed with the precedent, that he exclaimed, Alas ! what times are we Chap. XH. 

fallen into? Behold, the civil court is corrupted hz imitation of the ecclejiajlical, and 1247
• 

the river is poijo11ed from that fountain. 

THE King's partiality and profufe bounty to his foreign relations, ar.1d to thdr 

friends and favourites, would have appeared more tolerable to the Englifh, had 

any thing been done mean-while for the honour of the nation, or had Henry's 

enterprizes in foreign countries, been attended with any fuccefs or glory to him

felf or to the public : At leaft, fuch military talents in the King would have ferv

ed to keep his barons in awe, and have given weight and authority to his govern· 

r-nent. But tho' he declared war againft Lewis IX. in 1 242, and made an 

expedition into Guienne, upon the invitation of his father in law, the count de la 

Marche, who promiCed to join him with all his forces; he was unfuccefsful in 

his attempts againft that great monarch, was worfted at Taillebourg, was deferr

ed by his allies, loft what remained to him of Poitlou, and was obliged to re .. 

turn, with fome lofs of honour, into England*. The Gafcon nobility were at

tached to the Eogliih government; becaufeJhe diftance .of their fovereign allow

ed them to remain in a "ftate of almoft total independance-: And they claimed, 

fome time after, the King's protection againft an invafion, which the King of Caf

tile made upon that territory. Henry returned into Guienne, and was more fuc

cefsful in this expedition ; but he thereby involved himfelf and his nobility in an 

enormous debt, which both encreafed their difcontents, and .expofed him to greater 

dange·r from their enterprizes t. 
WANT of oeconomy and an ill judged liberality were Henry's great defetl:s ; 

and his debts, even before this expedition, had bec-ome fo troublefome to him, 

that he fold all his plate and jewels, in order to difcharge them. When this ex

pedient was firft propofed, he afked, where he would find purchafers ? It was re

plied, the citizens of London. On my word, faid he, if the treafury of Augujlus 

were brought to market, the citizens are able to be the purchajers: 'l'.befe clowns, who 

o.ffume to themfelves the name of barons, abound in every Jhing, while we are reduc

ed to necef!ities t· And he was thenceforth obferved to be more forward and 

greedy in his exaCtions upon the citizens§. 

BuT the grievances, which the Englifh had reafon to complain of in the civilE 1 r. 1
, • ., t 

d · h" · fc h b ft.ll 1 r. · re ellanu<U 
government unng t IS reign, eem to ave een 1 e1s gnevous than thofe g ievances. 

which they underwent from the ufurpations and exaB:ions of the court of Rome. 

On the death of Langton in 122 8, the monks of Chrift-church elected Waiter de 

• M. Paris. p. 3) 3, 394,398, 399, 405. \V. Heming. p. 574· Chron. Dunfi. vol. 1. p. 153. 

t M. Paris. P· 614· t M. Paris. P· sor. §M. Paris. P· SC'JI, 507, 5 I 8, 578, 

.6o6, 625, 648. 

VoL. II. D I-Iemetham, 



Chap. :Ail. 
1253· 

J8 I-I I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D~ 

Hemelham, one of their own body, for his fucceffor : But as Henry refufed to 

confirm the election, the Pope, at his defire, annulled it*; and immediately ap
poir~ted Richard, chancellor of Lincoln, for archbifhop, witho~t waiting for a 
new eleB:ion. On the death of Richard in I 2 3 1, the monks elected Ralph de 
N eville bt fhop of Chi ·hefter ; and tho' Henry was much pleafed with the elec· 

tion, the P 1pe, who thought that prelate too much attached to the crown, af· 
fumed the power of annulling his election t. He rejected two clergymen more, 
whom the l\1onks had fucceffively chofen; and he at laft told them, that, if 

they would eleB: Edmond, treafurer of the church of Salifbury, he would con

firm their choice ; and his nomination was complied with. The Pope had the 

prudence to appoint both times very worthy primates ; but men could not for-

bear obfer ing his intention of thus drawing gradually to himfelf the right of be

Hawing that important dignity. 

THE avar ce, however 'j more than ambition of the fee of Rome, feems to have 
been in this age the ground of ge~eral complaint; and the papal minifters, find
ing a vaft: flock of power, amaffed by their predeceffors, were defirous of turn
ing it to prefent profit, which they enjoyed at home, rather than of enlarging 
heir authority in difi:ant countries, where they never intended to refide.. Eve

ry ,thing was become venal in the Romifu tribunals ; fimony was .openly praCtifed ; 
n favours and even no juftice could be obtained without a bribe ; the higheft 

idder was fure to have the preference, without regard either to the merits of the 

perfon or of the caufe; and befides the ufual perverfions of right in the decifion 
cf controverfies, the Pope openly affumed an abfolute and uncontroled authority 

of fetting afide, by the plenitude of his apoftolic power, all particular rules and 

privileges of patrons, churches and convents :f:. under pretence of remedying 
thefe abufes, Pope Honorius, in 1 2 2 6, complaining of the poverty of his fee as 
the fource of all grievances, demanded from every cathedral two of the beft pre
bends, and from every convent two monks portions, to be fet apart as a perpe

tual and fettled revenue of the papal crown ; but all men being fenfible, that the 
revenue would continue for ever, and the abufes immediately return, his demand 

was unanimoufiy rejetl:ed §. About three years after, the Pope demanded and 
obtained the tenth of all ecclefiaftical revenues, which he levied in a very oppref
five manner; requiring payment before the clergy had drawn their rents or 
tythes, and fending about ufurers, who advanced them the money at exorbitant 
intereft 11· In the year 1240, Otho, the legate, having in vain attempted the 

*M. P-ris. p. 244· t- M. Paris. p. 254. t M. Paris. p. zgo, 308, 34~, 375,. 
421, 469, 483, 537, 6og, Ann. Burt. p. 309. M. \Veft. p. 305, 313, 333, 336. §M. Paris. 
p. zz6, 227, zz8. Chron. Dunft. vol. I. p. 161. M. Weft. p. z84. 11 M. Paris. p. 248. 
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clergy in a body, obtained feparately, by intrigues and n1enaces, large fums 
from the prelates and convents, and on his departure is faid to have carried more 
money out of the kingdom than he left in it*. This experiment was renewed 
four years after with equal fuccefs by Martin the Nuncio, who brought from 
Rome powers of fufpending and excommunicating all clergymen, that refufed to 
comply with his demands t. The King, who relied on the Pope for the fupport 
of his tottering authority, never failed to countenance thefe exactions :t:. 

MEAN while, all the chief benefices of the kingdom were conferred on Italians; 
great numbers of that nation were fent over at one time to be provided for; non
refidence and pluralities were carried to an enormous height ; Manfel, the King's 
chaplain, is computed to have held at once feven hundred ecclefiafricalli ·ings §; 
and the abufes became too great and palpable even for the blindnefs and 
patience of fuperftition any longer to endure them. The populace, entet ing in
to aifociations, rofe in tumults againft the Italian clergy ; pillaged the11 barns; 
wafted their fields ; infulted the perfons of fuch of them as they found in the 
kingdom 11 ; and when the jufriciaries made enquiry into the aut ,ors of this difor
der, the guilt was found to involve fo many and thole of fuch high rank, that 
it paffed unpuni.lhed. At laft, when Innocent IV. in 1245, called a gene
ral council at Lyons, in order to excommunicate the emperor Frederic, he 
King and nobility fent over agents to complain before the council of the avarice of 
the Romifh church ; and they reprefented among many other grievances, that 
the benefices of the Italian clergy in England had been eftimated, and were found 
to amount to 6o ooo marks+ a year, a fum which exceeded the annual r renue 
of the crown itfelf*. They obt,,ined only an evafive anfwer from the Pope; but 
as mention had been n1ade before the council, of the feudal fubjeetion of Eng
land to the fee of Rome, the Englifh agents, at whofe head was Roger Bigod, 
earl of Norfolk, exclaimed againft that pretenfion, and infifrcd, that King John 
had no right, without the confent of his barons, to fubject the kingdom to fo ig
nominious a fervitude t. The Popes indeed, afraid of carrying matters too far 
againft England, feem thenceforth to have little infifted on that exorbitant pre· 
tenfion. 

*. M. Paris. p. 35 5, 360, 3S1, 366, 371. t M. Paris. p. 434-· :t M. Paris. p: 
376, 61z, 613. § M. Paris. p. 575· M. Weft. p. 383. 11 Rymer, \'01. I. p. 3 z 3· 1v1. 
Paris. p. 255, 257· Ann. Burt. p. z8o, z8r. Chron. Dunfl:. vol. 1. p. 207. +Innocent's buil 
in Rymer, vol. 1. p. 471. fays only so,ooo marks a year. • M. Paris. p. 451. The cuftoms 
were part of Henry's revenue, and amounted to 6ooo pounds a year: They were at firfl: fmall iums 
paid by the merchants for the ufe of the King's warehoufes, meafures, weights, &c. See Gilbert's hif-
tory of the exch. p. z 14. t M. Paris. p. 460. 
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THIS check, received at the council of Lyons, was not able to £top the court 
of Rome in its career : Innocent exaCted the revenues of all vacant benefices, the 
twentieth of all ecclefiafl:ical revenues without exception; the third of fuch as ex
ceeded a hundred marks a ye!:lr; the half of fuch as were poiTeffed by non· reil
dents •. l-Ie claimed the goods of all intefiate clergymen t ; he pretended a title 
to inherit all money got by ufury ; he levied vol untary contributions from the 
people; and when the King, contrary to his ufual prattice, prohibited thefe ex
aCtions, he threatened to denounce againft hin1 the fame cenfures, which he 

had launched againf\: the emperor, Frederic t,. 

BuT the moft oppreffive expedient, employed by the Pope, was the embark-? 
ing Henry in an enterprize for the conqueft of Naples, or Sicily on this fide
the Fare, as it was called; an affair, which threw much diihonour on the King.; 
and involved him, during fmne years, in great expence and trouble. The Ro
milh church, taking advantage of favourable incidents, had reduced the kingd01n 
of Sicily to the fame ftate of feudal vaffalage, which fhe pretended to extend over 
England,. and which, by reafon of the dtftance, as well as high fpirit of this lat• 
ter kingdom, {he was- not able to maintain. After the death of the emperor, 
Frederic Il. the fucceffion of Sicily devolved to Conradine, grandfon to 
that monarch; . and Mainfroy, his natqral fon, under pretence of governing the 
kingdom during the infancy of the prince, had formed a fcheme of eftahlifhing 
his own authority. Pope Innocent IV.. who had carried on violent war 
againft the emperor, Frederic, and endeavoured to difpoifefs him of his Italian 
dominions, frill continued hoftilities againft his grandfon ; but being difappoint• 
ed in all his fchemes , by the aB:ivity and artifices of Mainfroy, he foL,nd, that 
his own force alone was not fufficient to bring to a happy iiTue fo great an en
terprize. He pretended to difpofe of the Sicilian crown, both as fuperior lord of 
that particular kingdom" and as vicar. of Chrift, to who•n all kingdvms of the 
earth were fubjeB:ed ; and he made a tender of it to Richard earl of Cornwa]~ 
whofe immenfe riches, he flattered himfelf, would be able to fupport the military 
operations againft: Mamfroy. As Richard had the prudence to refufe the prefent §;, 
he applied to the King, whofe levity and thoughtlefs difpofition gave hi1n more 
hopes of fuccefs; and he offered him the crown of Sicily. for his -fecond fon, Ed
mond 11· Henry, allured by fo magnificent a gift, without reflecrir.g on the con
fequences, without confulting either with his brother or the parliament, accepted 
of this infidious propofal ;. and gave the Pope unlimited credit to expend what-

• M. Paris. p. 480. Ann. Burt. p. 3os, 373· t M. Paris. p. 474· t M. Paris. P.· 
476. § M. Paris. p. 65o. "Rymer. p. soz; 5121 5 30. M. Paris. p. 599, 61 3· 
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ever fums he thought neceffary for compleating the conqueil: of Sicily. Innocent, 

who was engaged by his own interefi:s to make war with Mainfroy, was glad to 

carry on his enterprizes at the expence of his ally: Alexander IV. who 

{ucceeded him in the papal throne, continued the fame policy: A.nd Henry was 

furprized to find himfelf on a fudden involved in an immenfe debt, which he 

had never been confulted in contracting. 1~he fum already amounted to 135541 

n1arks befide intereft *; and he had the profpect, if he anfwered this demand, of 

being foon loaded with more exorbitant expences ; if he refufed it, of both in

curring the Pope's difpleafu re, and of lofing the crown of Sicily, which he hoped 

foon to have the glory of fixing on the head of his fon. 

HE applied to the parliament for fupply ; and that he might be fecure of not 

meeting with oppofition, he fent no writs to the more refr,H~tory barons : But even 

thofe who were fummoned, fenfible of the ridiculous cheat, impofed by the Pope, 

determined not to lavilh their money on fbch chimerical projeets, and making 

a pretext of the abfence of their brethren, they refufed to take the King's de

mands into confideration t. In this extremity the clergy were his only refource ; 

and as both their temporal and fpiritual fovere:ign concurred in loading them, 

they were i11 able to defend then1.felves againft this united autnority. 

THE Pope pub1ilhed a croifade for the conqueft of Sicily; and required every 

one, who had taken the crofs againft the infidels, or had vowed to advance mo

ney for their enterprize, to turn the war againft Mainfroy, a !nore terrible ene ... 

my to the chriftian faith than any Saracen :f:. He levied a tenth on all ecclefiaf

tical benefices in England for three years ; and gave orders to excommunicate 

all biihops, who made not punctual payment. He granted to the King the 

goods of inteftate cltrgymen ; the revenues of vacant benefices; the revenues of 

all non refidents §. But thtfe taxations, being levied by fome rule, were deem

ed 1efs grievous, than another arbitrary impofition, which arofe fron1 the fuggef

tion of the bi!hop of Hereford, and which might have opened the door to end:. 

lefs and intolerable abufes. 

THAT prelate, who refided at the court of Rome by a deputation tron1 the 

Engliih church, drew bills of different values, but amounting on the whole tO

I 50540 marks, on all. the bi!hops and abbots of the kingdom ; and granted thefe 

bills to Italian merchants, who, it was pr-.tended, had advanced money for rhe 

fervice of the war agair ft Mainfroy 11 As there was no likelihood of the En.

glifh prdaces fubmating, without compulfion, to fuch an extraordin.uy demand, Ru-

• Rymer. vot 1 p 587. Chron. Du ft. vol. 1. p. 319. t M. Paris. p. 614. i Rymer. 

vol. 1. p 547, 5 48, &c. § Rymer. vol. 1. p. 597, 598. ll M. Paris. p. 612, 628. 
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ftand, the legate, was charged with the office of employing his authority to that 
purpofe ; and he fummoned an aifembly of the bifhops and abbots, whom he ac
quainted with the Pope's and the King's pleafure. Great were the furprize and in .. 
dignation of the affembly at the impofition : The bifhop of W orcefter exclaimed 
that he would Iofe his life rather than comply: The bifhop of London faid, that 
the Pope and King were more powerful than he; but if his mitre were taken off 
his head, he would clap on a helmet in its place *. The legate was no lefs violent 
on the other hand; and he told the aifembly, in plain terms, that all ecclefiaftical 
benefices were the property of the Pope, and he might difpofe of them, ei+- her in 
whole or in part, as he faw proper t. In the end, the bifhops and abbots, being 
threatened with excommunication, which made all their revenues fall into the King's 
hands, were obliged to fubmit to the exaction : And the only n1itigation which 
the legate allowed them, was, that the tenths, already granted, fhould be accep
ted as a partial payment of the bills. But the money was ftill infufficient for the 
Pope's purpofe: The conqueft of Sicily was as remote as ever: The demands 
which came from Rome were endlefs: Pope Alexander became fo urgent a creditor, 
that he fent over a legate into England ; threatening the kingdom with an in
terdiCt, and the King with excommunication, if the arrears, which he pretended 
to be due to him, were not inftantly remitt\·d :J:: And at lafi:, Henry, fenfib]e of 
the cheat, began to think of breaking off the agreement, and of refigning into 
the Pope's hands that crown, which, it was not intended by Alexander, that he 
or his family fhould ever enjoy§. 

THE earl of Cornwal had now reafon to value himfe'f on his forefight, in re
fufing the fraudulent bargain with Rome, and in preferring the folid honours of 
an opulent and powerful prince of the blood in England, before the empty and 
precarious glory of a foreign dignity. But he hr.d not always firmne.fs fufficient 
to adhere to this refolution : His vanity and ambition prevailed at laft over his 
prudence and his avarice; and he was engaged in an enterprize equally expenfive 
and vexatious as that of his brother, and not attended with much greater proba
bility of fuccc . The immenfe opulence of Richard having made the Ger
n1an princes caft their eye on him as a candidate for t!;e empire; he was tempt
ed to expend vafi: fums of money on his election, and he fucceeded fo far as to 
be chofen King of the Romans, which feemed to render his fuccefiion infallible 
to the imperial throne. He went over into Germany, and carried out of the 
kingdom no lefs a fum than fevcn hundred thoufand marks, if we may believe tho 

*M. Paris. p. 614. t M. Paris. p. 619. 
6~8. § Rymer. vol. 1. p. 63o. 
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account of fome antient authors*, which is probably much exaggerated t. His Chap. XII. 

money, while it lafled, procured hin1 friends and partizans: But it was foon 12 55· 

drained from him by the rapacity of the German princes ; and having no perfo-
nal or family connexions in that country, no folid foundation of power, he 
found at 1aft, that he had lavifhed away the frug'ality of a whole life, in order to 
procure a fplendid title, and that his abfence from England, joined to the weak-
nefs of his brother's government, gave reins to the factious and turbulent difpo-
fitions of the Englifh barons, and involved his own country and family in infi-
nite calamities. 

THE fucctfsful revolt of the nobility from King John, and their impofing on Difcontents of 

him and his fucrefTors limitations of the royal power, had made them feel their the barons. 

own weight and importance, had fet a dangerous precedent of reuftance, and being 
followed by a long minority, had impoverifhed, as well as weakened that crown, 
which they were at laft induced, from the fear of worfe confequences, to re-pl~ce 
on the head of young Henry: In the King's fituation, either great abilities and 
vigour were requifite to overaw he barons, or great dmtion and referve to give 
them no pretence for complaints; and it muft be confeffed, that this prince was 
poifdied of neither of thefe talents. He had not prudence to choofe right mea-
fures ; he wanted even that conftancy, which fometimes gives weight to wrong 
ones; he was entirely abandoned to his favourites, who were always foreigners; 
he lavifhed on them without difcretion his diminifhed revenue; and finding, that 
his barons indulged their difpofition towards tyranny, and obferved not to 
their own vaffals the fame rules, which they had im pofed on the crown, he was 
apt, in his adminiftration, to neg 1ect all the falutary articles of the great char-
ter; which he remarked to be fo little regarded by his nobility. This conduct 
had extremely leifened his authority in the kingdom ; had multiplied complaints 
againft him ; and had frequently expofed him to affronts, and even to danger-
ous attempts upon his prerogative. In the year 1244, when he defired a [up-
ply frotn parliament, the barons, complaining of the frequent breaches of the 

* M. Paris, p. 638. The fame author, a few pages before, makes Richard's treafures amount to 
little more than half the fum. p. 634· The King's diffipations and expences, throughout his whole 
reign, according to the fame author, had amounted only to about 94o,ooo marks. p. 63 8. 

t The fums menti0ned by antient authors, who were aH monks, are often improbable, and never 
confiftent. But we know from an infallible authority, the public remonftrance to the council of Lions, 
that the King's revenues were below 6o,ooo marks a year: His brother therefore could never have 
been mafter of 7oo,ooo marks; efpecially as he did not fell his eftates in England, as we learn from 
the fame author : And we hear afterwards of his ordering all his woods to be cut down, in order to 
fatisfy the. apacity of the German princes : His fon fucceeded to the earldom of Cornwal and his 
other revenues. 
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great charter, and of the many fruitlefs applications which they had formerly 
made for the redrefs of this and other grievances, demanded in return that he 

. fl.1ould give them the nomination of the great jufiiciary and of the chancellor, to 

whofe h1nds chiefly the adminifiration of jufiice was committed ; and, if we may 

.credit the hi ttorian *, they had formed the plan of other limitations, as ~ell as 
of affociations to tnaintain them, which would have reduced the King to be an 
abfolute cypher, and have held the crown in perpetual pupillage and dependance. 
The King, to fatisfy them, would agree to nothing but a renewal of the char. 

ter, and a general permiffion to excommunicate all the violators of it : And he 
received no other fupply, except their confent to levy a fcutage of twenty fhil .. 
jings on each knight's fee for the marriage of his eldeft daughter to the King 
of Scotland; a burthen, which was exprefsly annexed to their feudal tenures. 

FouR years after, in a very full parli1ment, when Henry demanded a new fup

ply, he was openly reproached with the breach of his word, and the frequent vi
olations of the charter. He was afked, whether he did not blufh to defire any aid 
from his people, whom he profeffedly hated and defpifed, to whem on all occa. 
fions he preferred aliens and foreigners, and who groaned under the oppreffions, 
which he either permitted or exercifed over them. He was told, that, befides 
difparaging his nobility by forcing them to contract unequal and mean marriages 
with ftrangers, no rank of men were fo low as to efcape vexations from him or 

his minillers ; that even the viCtuals confumed in his houfuold, the cloaths which 
himfelf and his fervants wore, efpecially the wine, which they ufed, were all taken 
by violence from the lawful owners, and no compenfation was ever made them 
for the injury ; that foreign merchants, to the great prejudice and infamy of the 
kingdom, 1bunned the Englifh harbours, as if they were poffeffed by pyrates, and 
the commerce with all nations was thus cut off by thefe violences; that lofs was 
added to lofs, and injury to injury, while the merchants, who had been de

fpoiled of their goods, were alfo obliged to carry them at their own charges to 
whatever place the l(ing was pleafed to appoint them; that even the poor filh
ermen on the coaft could not efcape his oppreffions and thofe of his courtiers, and 
.finding that they had not the full liberty of difpofing of their commodities in the 
Eng1i£h market, were frequently conftrained to carry them to foreign ports, and 

to hazard all the perils of the ocean rather than thofe which awaited them from 
his oppreffive emiffaries ; and that his very relioion was a ()'round of complaint 

• b b 

to his fubjeCl:s, while they obferved, that the waxen tapers and fplendid filks, 

;employed jn fo many ufelefs proceffions, were the fpoils which he had forcibly 

• Math. Paris. p. 43Z· 
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ravifhed from the true poffeffors *. Thtoughout this remonftrance, in which the Chap. XII. 
. • 1255• 

complaints, derived from an abufe of the anttent nght of purveyance, may be fup- · 
pofed to be fomewhat exaggerated, there appears a ftrange mixture of regal ty-
ranny in the practices which gave rife to it, and of ariftocratical Jiberty or rather 
licentioufnefs in the expreffions employed by the parliament. .But a mixture of 
this kind is obfervable in all the antient feudal governments ; and both of them 

proved equally hurtful to the· people. 
As the King, in anfwer to their remonftrance, gave the parliament only good 

words and fair promifes, attended with the moft humble fubmiffions, which they 
had often found deceitful, he obtained at that time no fupply ; and therefore in 
the year 12 53, when he found himfelf again under the neceffity of applying to 
parliament, he had provided himfelf of a new pretence, which he deemed infalli
ble, and taking the vow of a Croifade to the holy land, he demanded their affift
ance in that pious enterprize t. The parliament, however, for fome time fcrup
led compliance; and the ecclefiaftical order fent a deputation of four prelates, the 
primate, the bi!hops of Winchefter, Saliibury, and Carliile, in order to remon
ihate with him on his frequent violations of their privileges, the oppreffions 
with which he loaded them and all his fubjetl:s :f:, and the uncanonical and forced 
eleCtions, which were made to vacant dignities. " It is true," replied the King, 
'' I have been fomewhat faulty in this particular : I obtruded you, my lord of Can
,, terbury, upon your fee: I was obliged to employ both entreaties and menaces, 
'' my lord of Winchefter, to have you elected: my proceedings were very irregu
,, Jar, my lords of Salifbury and Carlifie, when I raifed you from the loweft 
" ftations to your prefent dignities : I am determined henceforth to correct thefe 
" errors; and it will alfo become you, in order to make a thorough reformati.on, 
" to refign your prefent benefices ; and try to enter again in a more regular and 
" canonical manner§." The biihops, furprized at thefe unexpected farcafms" 
replied, that the queftion was not at prefent how to correct paft errors, but to avoid 
them for the future. The King promifed redrefs both of ecclefiaftical and civil 
grievances ; and the parliament in return agreed to grant him a fupply, a tenth 
of the ecclefiaftical benefices and a fcutage of three marks on each knight's fee : 
But as they had experienced his frequent breach of promife, they required, that 
he fhould ratify the great charter in a manner ftill more authentic and fole-mn 
than any which he had ever hitherto employed. All the prelates and abbots 
were affembled : They held burning tapers in their hands: The g~at charter was 
read before them : They denounced the fentence of excommunication again~ eve-

• M. Paris, p. 498. See farther, p. 578. M. Weft. p. 348. 
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ry ore who fbould thenceforth violate that fu.nd.amentallaw : They t~rew their 

tapers on the ground, and exclaimed, May the fout of every one, who mcurs this 
fentence, fo flink and corrupt in Hell! The King bore a part in this ceremony : and 

fubjoined; " So htlp me God, I will keep all thefe thi.ogs inviolat.e, as I am a 

'' man, as I am a chriftian, as 1 am a knight, and as I am a Kmg crowned 
'' and anointed."* Yet was the tremenduous ceremony no fooner finifhed, than 

his favourites, abufing his weaknefs and facility, made him return to the fame 

arbitrary and irregular adminiftration ; and the reafonable expeCl:ations of his 

people were thus continually eluded and difappointed t. 

:ALL thefe imprudent and illegal meafures afforded a pretence to Simon de 

Mountfort, earl of Leicefter, to attempt an innovation in the government, and 

to wre{t the fcepter from the feeble and irrefolute hand which held it. This 
nobleman · was a younger fon of that s :mon de- Mountfort, who had con
ducted with fuch valour and renown the Croifade againft the Albigenfes, and 
who, tho' he tarnifhed his famous exploits by cruelty and ambition, had left a 

name very precious to all the bigots of that age, particularly to the ecclefiaftics. 
'A large inheritance in England fell by fucceffion to this family; but as the e d~r . 

· br th~r enjoyed ftill more opulent poifeffions in France, and could not perform 

fealty to two ma{lers, he transferred his right to Simon, his younger brother, 

\\- ho came over into England, did homage for his lands, and was raifed to the

dignity of earl of Leicefter. In the year 12 3 8, he efpoufed Eleanor dowager of 

W il:iam earl of Pembroke, and fifter to the King :1: ; but the marriage of this 
princefs with a fubjeCl: and a foreigner, tho' finifhed with Henry's confent, was 

loudly complained of by the earl of Cornwal, and all the barons of England; and 

Leicefl:er was fupported againft their violence, entirely by the King's favour and 

authority §. But he had no fooner eftablifhed himfelf in his poffeffions and dig

nities, than he acquired by infinuation and addrefs, a ftrorog intereft with the na

tion, and gained equally the affeCl:ions of all orders of men. He loft, however, 

the friendfhip of Henry from the ufual levity and ficklenefs of chat prince; he 

was banifhed the court; he was recalled; he was entrufted with the command of 

Guienne 11, where he did good fervice and acquired honour; he was agatn dif ... 

graced by the King, and his banifhment from court feemed now final and irre· 

vocable. Henry called him a traitor to his face: Leicefter gave him the lye,- . 
and told him, th t, if he were not his fovereign, he would foon make him re-

• M. Paris, p. rSo. Ann. Burt. p. 323. Ann Wa e 1 W H . M 'TT 11. ) • v r. p. 210. • eJmng. p. 571. . n eu. p. 
S53· tM.Paris,p.597~ 6oS. ~M .. Parh,p.314. §M.Pari~,p.315. 
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pent of that infult. Yet was this quarrel accommodated either from the good 
nature or timidity of the King ; and Leicefter was again admitted into fome de~ 
gree of favour and authority. But as this nobleman was become too great to 
preferve an entire complaifance to Henry's humours, and to act in fubferviency to 
his other minions ; he found more advantage in cultivating his intereft with the 
public, and in inflaming the general difcontents, which prevailed againft the ad
miniftration. He filled every place with complaints againft the infringement of 
the great charter, the violences committed on the people, the combination be· 
tween the Pope and the King in their tyranny and extortions, Henry's negletl:: of 
his native fubjeB:s and barons; and tho' himfelf a foreigner, he was n1ore loud 
than any in reprefenting the indignity of fubmitting to the dominion of foreign
ers. By his hypocritical pretenfions to devotion, he gained the favour of the 

zealots and clergy : By his feeming concern for public good, he acquired the af
fections of the public : And befides the private friendfhips, which he had culti .. 
vated with the barons, his animofity againft the favourites bred an union of in· 

terefts between him and that powerful order. 
A recent quarrel, which broke out between Leicefter and William de Valence, 

Henry's half brother, a chief favourite, brought matters to extremity t, and de
termined the former to give full fcope to his bold and unbounded ambition, which 
the laws and the King's authority had hitherto with difficulty reftrained. He fe_ 

cretly called a meeting of the moft confiderable barons, particularly Humphrey 
de Bohun, high conftable, Roger Bigod, earl Marefchal, and the earls of War

wick and Glocefter ; men, who by their famwy and poffeffions ftood in the firft 
rank of the Englifh nobility. He reprefented to this company the neceffity of 
reforming the ftate, and of putting the execution of the laws into other hands 
than thofe which had hitherto appeared from repeated experience, fo unfit for 

the charge, with which they were entrufted. He exaggerated the oppreffions of 

the lower orders of the ftate, the violations of the barons' privileges, the conti· 

nued plunder of the clergy ; and in order to aggravate the enormity of this con
duct, he appealed to the great charter, which Henry had fo often rati6ed, and 

which was ca1cu lated to prevent for ever the return of thefe intolerable grievan
ces. He magnified the generofity of their anceftors, who, at an infinite expence 

of blood, had extorted that famous conceffion from the crown; but lamented 
their own degeneracy, who allowed [o great an advantage, once obtained, to be 
wrefted from them by a weak prince and by infolent flrangers. And he infift

fd, that the King's word, after fo many fubmiffions and fruitlefs promifes on his 

part, could no longer be relied on ; and that nothing but his abfo]ute inability 

t M. Paris, p. 649. 
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Chap. xn. to violate national privileges could henceforth enfure the regular obfervance of 

IZS~· them. 
THESE topics, which were founded in truth, and fuited fo well the fentiments 

of the company, had the defired effeCt; and the barons entered into a refolution 

of redreffing the public grievances, by taking into their own hands the admini

ftration of the government. The King having fummoned a parliament, in ex

peCtation of receiving fupplies for his Sicilian project, the barons appeared in the 

hall, clad in complete armour, and with their fwords by their fide; and the King 

on his entry, ftruck with this unufual appearance, aik.ed them what was their 

meaning and whether they pretended to make him their prifoner * ? Roger Bi

god replied in the na1ne of the reil, that he wa£ not their prifoner, but their fo

vereign ; that they even intended to grant him large fupplies, in order to fix his 

fon on the throne of Sicily; that they only expected fome return for this ex

pence and fervice; and that, as he had frequently made fubmiffions to the parlia

ment, had acknowleged his paft errors, and had fl:ill allowed himfelf to be carried 

into the fame path, which gave then1 fuch juft reafon of complaint, he muft now 

yield to more ftrict regulations, and confer authority on thofe who were able 

and willing to redrefs the public grievances. Henry, partly allured by the hopes 

of fupply, partly intimidated by the union and martial appearance of the barons, 

agreed to their demand; and promifed to fummon another parliament at Oxford, 

in order to digeft the new plan of government, and to elect the perfons, who 

were to be entrufted with the chief authority. 

11 • June. THIS parliament, which the Foyalifts, and even the nation, fron1 experience of 

rovifions of t?e confufi.ons that attended it~ meafures, afterwards denominated the mad par-

Oxford, ltament, met on the day appomted; and as all the barons brought along with 

them their military vaffals, and appeared with an armed force, the King, who 

had taken no precautions againft them, was in reality a prifoner in their hands, 

and was obliged to fubmit to all the terms which they were pleafed to impofe 

upon him. Twelve barons were felected from the King's council ; twelve more 

were chofen by parliament: To thefe twenty-four, unlimited authority was 

granted of reforming the ftate; and the King himfelf took an oath, that he would 

maintain whatev-er ordinances they fhould think proper to enatl: for that pur

pofe t. Leicefter was at the head of this fupreme council, to which the legifia

tive power was thus in reality transferred ; and all their tneafures were taken by 

his fecret influence and direction. Their firft ftep bore a fpecious appearance, 

and feemed well calculated for the end, which they profeffed to be th.e object of 

• Annal. Theokefbury. t Rymer vol. I. p. 655. Chron. Dunfl:. vol. I. p. 3'3f· Knyghton 
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all thefe innovations: They ordered that four knights fhould be chofen by each Chap. XII. 

county; that they fb Juld make enquiry into the grievances of whi-ch their neigh- Izs8. 

bourhood had reafon to complain, and !hould attend the next enfuing parliament, 

in order to give informatit>n to that affembly of the fl:ate of their particular coun-

ties * : A nearer approach to our prefent co ~ ftitution than had been made by the 

baron~ in the reign of King John, when the knights were only appointed to meet in 
their counties, and there to draw up a detail of their grievances. Mean while, the 
twenty-four barons proceeded to ena& fome regulations, in order to provide a 

redrefs for fuch grievances as were fuppofed to be notorious to all the world. 

They ordered, that three feffions of parliament fhould be regularly held every 

year, in the months of February, June, and OCtober; that a new high fheriff 

fhould be eletted every year by the votes of the freeholders in each county t ; 
that the fheriffs fhould have no power of fining the barons who did not attend at 

their courts, or the c1rcuits of the jufl:iciaries; that no heirs iliould be committed to 

the wardfhip of foreigners, and no caftles be entrufted to their cuftody; and that 
no new warrens or forefts !hould be created, nor the revenues of any counties or 
hundreds be let to farm. uch were the regulations which the twenty-four ba-
rons enaC1:ed at Oxford, for the redrefs of public grievances :f:. 

BuT the earl of Leicefter and his affociates, having advanced fo far to fatisfy 

the nation, inftead of continuing in this popular courfe, or granting the King that 

fupply which they had promifed him, immediately made provifions for the ex

tenfion and continuance of their own unlimited authority. They rouzed anew 

the popular clamour, which had long prevailed againft foreigners; and they fell 

with the utmoft violence on the King's half brothers, who were fuppofed to be 
the authors of all national grievances, and whom Henry had no longer any power 
to proteCt. The four brothers, fenfible of their danger, took to flight with an 

intention of making their efcape out of the kingdom ; they were eagerly purfued , 

by the barons; Aymer, one of the brothers, who had been eleCl:ed to the fee of 

Winchefter, took fhelter in his epifcopal palace, and carried the others along 

with him; they were furrounded in that place, and threatened to be dragged out by 
force, and to be punifhed for their crimes and mifdemeanors ; and the King, plead

ing the facrednefs of an ecclefiaftical fantluary, was glad to extricate-them from this 

danger by banifl1ing them the kingdom § In this aCt of violence, as well as in the 

former ufurpations of the barons, the queen and her uncles were thought to have 
, 

* M. Paris p. 657, Addit. p. 140. Ann. Burt. p. 41 z. t Chron. D~omft. vol. t. p. 336. 

j: Ann. Burt. p. 4'3· § M. Paris p. 654. Ann. Burt. p. 41 I. Chron. T. Wykes p. 53· W. 
Heming p. 579· Chron. Dunft. p. 335· M. We!l. p. 364. Ypod. Neuft. p. 467. Knyghton. p. 244)· 

fecretly 



H I S T 0 R Y o J1 E N G L A N D. 

Chap. XII. fecretly concurred, being jealous of the credit, acquired by the brothers, which 

12
5
8

· they imagined, had eclipfed and annihilated their own*. 

Vfurpations of BuT the fubfequent proceedings of the twenty four barons were fufficient to 

the barons. open the eyes of the whole kingdom, and to prove their intention of reducing for ever 

·both the King and the people under the arbitrary power of a very narrow arifto

cracy, which muft at laft have terminated either in anarchy, or in a violent ufur· 

pation and tyranny. They pretended, that they had not as yet digefted all the 

regulations necelfary for the reformation of the ftate, and for the redrefs of 

grievances; and that they mufi ftill ret ~in their power, till that great purpofe 

was thoroughly effectuated: In other words, that they muft be perpetual gover

nors, and tnuft continue to reform, till they were pleafed to demit their autho_ 

rity. They formed an alfociation among themfelves, and fwore that they would 

ftand by each other with their lives and fortunes: They difplaced all the chief 

officers of the crown, the high jufticiary, the chancellor, the treafurer; and ad

vanced either themfelves or their own creatures in their ftead: Even the offices of 

the King's houiliold were difpofed of at their pleafure : The government of all 

the caftles was put into hands in whom they found reafon to confide : And the 

whole power of the ftate being thus transferred to them, they ventured to impofe 

an oath on every individual of the nation; in which the fubjecrs were obliged to 

fwear, under the penalty of being declared public enemies, that they would obey 

and execute all the regulations, both known and unknown, of the twenty-four 

barons : And all this, for the greater glory of God, the honour of the church, 

the fervice of the King, and the advantage of the kingdom t. No one dared to 

withftand this tyrannical authority: Prince Edward himfelf, the King's eldeft fon, 

.a youth of eighteen years of age, who began to give indications of that great and 

manly fpirit, which appeared throughout the whole courfe of his life, was, after 

1naking fome oppofition, conftrained to take that oath, which rea1ly depofed him 

~od his family from fovereign authority :J:. Earl Warrenne was the Jail: perfon in 

the kingdom, who could be brought to give the confederated barons this mark 

of fubmiffion. 

BuT the twenty four barons, not content with the ufurpation of the royal 

power, introduced an innovation in the conftitution of parliament, which was of 

the utmoft importance. They ordained, that that affembly fhould choofe a com

Inittee of twelve perfons, who fhould, in the intervals of the feffions, olfefs the 

authority of the whole parliament, and fl1ould attend on a fummons the perfon 

of the King, in all his motions. But fo powerful were thefe barons, that 

this regulation was alfo fubmitted to; the whole government was over-

• Ann , Waverl. p. 2 10. t Chron. T. Wykes p. sz. t Ann. Burt. p .• p r. 
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thrown or fixed on new foundations ; and the monarchy was totally fubverted, Chap. xn. 
without its being poffible for the King to ihike a fingle ftroke in defence of the 
conftitutio,1 aga1nft the newly erecte 1 arifrocracy. 

THE report that th Kmg of the Romans intended to pay a vifit to England, 1259i 

gave alarm to the ruling barons ; and they dreaded left the extenfive influence and 
eftablifhed authority of that prince would be emp'oyed to reftore the prerog"tives 
of his family, and overtu rn their new plan of g .vernment *. They fent over 
the new bifhop of Worcefter, who met him at St. Omars; afked him in the name of 
the barons, the reafon of his journey, and how long he intended to fray in Eng-
land ; and infifted, that before he entered the kingdom, he iliould fwear t ) ob-
ferve the regulations efl:abli!hed at Oxford. On Rtchard's refufal to take this 
oath, they prepared to refift him as a public enemy; they fitted out a fleet, af
fembled an army, and exciting the inveterate prejudices of the people againft 
foreigners, from whom they had fuffered fo many oppreffions, fpread the repr>rt, 
that Richard intended to reftore by force the authority of his exiled brothers, , 
and to, violate all the fccurities provided for public liberty. The King of the 

omans was at !aft obliged to fu bmit to the terms required of him t. 
BuT the barons, in proportion to their continuance in power, began gradually 

to lofe that popularity, which had afiHl:ed them in obtaining it; and men repined · 
that regulations, which were only eftablifhed during a time for the reformation . 
of the ftate, , were likely to become perpetual, and to fubvert entirely the antient 
conftitution. They d1eaded, that the power of the nobles, which was always , 
oppreffive, would now exert itfelf without controul, by removing the counter
poiie of the crown ; and their apprehenfions were encreafed by fome new ediCts 
of the barons, which were plainly calcu!ared to procure to themfelves an impu
nity in all their violences. They appointed, that the circuits of the itinerant 
juftices, the foie check on their arbitrary conduct; !hould be held only once in i 

feven years; and men eafily faw, that a remedy, which returned after fuch long 
intervals, againft an oppreffive power, which was perpetual, would prove totally 
in!lgnificant and tlfelefs t. The cry became loud in the nation, that the barons 
fhould finifh their intended regulations. The knights of the fhires, who feem 
now to have been pretty regularly affem11led in a feparate -houfe, made remon
firances againll the ilownefs of their proceedings ; they reprefented, that, though -
the King had performed all the conditions required of him~ the barons-had hitherto 
done nothing for the public good, and had been only careful to promote their own · 
private advantage, and to commit injury on the crown ; and they even appealed · 

-. M. Paris, p. 66r. 
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to prince Edward, and claimed his interpofal f~r the int~refts of the natio~, and 

the reformation of the government*. The pnnce replied, that though 1t was 

from conftraint, and contrary to his private fentiments, he had fworn to adhere 

to the provifions of Oxford, he was determined to obferve his oath : But he fent 

a meffage to the barons, requiring then1 to bring their undertaking to a fpeedy 

conclufion, and fulfil their engagements to the public : Otherwife, he menaced 

them, that, at the ex pence of his life, he would oblige them to do their duty, 

and would fhed the laft drop of his blood in promoting the interefts, and fatisfy-

ing the juft willies of the nation t. 
THE barons, urged by fo preffing a nece'ffity, publifhed at laft a new code of or

dinances for the reformation of the ftate :f: : But the expectations of the people 

were extremely difappointed, when they found, that thefe confifted only of fome 

trivial alterations on the municipal law ; and . ftill more fo, when the barons pre

tended, that the tafk was not yet finifhed, and that they muft farther prolong 

their authority, in order to bring the work of reformation to the defired period. 

The current of popularity was now much turned to the fide of the crown; and 

the barons had little more to rely on for their fupport, befides the private influence 

and power of their families, which, though exorbitant, was likely to prove inferior to 

the combination of King and people. Even this baGs of power was daily weak

ened by their inteftine jealoufies and animofities; their antient and inveterate 

quarrels broke out when they came to divide the fpoils of the crown; and the 

rivalfhip between the earls of Leicefter and Glocefter, the chief leaders among 

them, began to disjoint the whole confederacy. The latter, more moderate in 

his pretenfions, was defirous of ftopping or retarding the career of the barons' 

ufurpations; but the former, enraged at the oppofition which he met with in his 

own party, pretended to throw up all concern in Englifh affairs; and he retired 

into France§. 

THE kingdom of France, the only ftate with which England had any confiderable 

intercourfe, was at this time governed by Lewis IX. a prince of the ,moft fiq

gular character, which is to be met with in all the records of hiftory. This n1onarch 

united to the mean and abjeCt fuperftition of a monk, all the courage and magna

nimity of the greateft hero; and, what may be deemed more extraordinary, the 

juftice and integrity of the moft difinterefted patriot, to the mildnefs and humanity 

of the moft accompliilied philofopher. So far from taking advantage of the divi-

fions of the Engli!h, or attempting to expel thofe danaerous rivals from the pro· 

vinces~ which they frill poffe!fed in France; he had ent~tained many fcruples with 

• Annal Burt. p. 427. t Ann~.Bun.p.42~ t Annal. Burt. p. 428, 439· § Chron. 
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regard to the forfeiture pronounced againft the King's father, had even ex1 reffed Chap. xn. 
['Ome intention of reftorin g the other provinces, and he was only prevented from 12 59· 

taking that imprudent refolution, by the united rcmonfrrances of his own baron~, 
who reprefented the extreme danger of fuch a meafure *, and, what had a greater 
influence on Lewis, the j uftice of punilhing by a legal fentence the barbarity and 
felony of John. Wherever this prince interpofed in Engli!h affairs, it was al-
ways with an intention of comparing the differences between the King and his 
nobility ; he recommended to both parties every peaceable and reconciling mea-
fure ; and he ufed all his authority with the earl of Leicefrer, his native fubjecr, 
to bend him to a compliance with Henry. He made a treaty with England, at zo May. 

a time, when the ddlradions of that kingdom were at the greateft height, and 
when the King's authority was totally annihilated; and the terms, which he 
granted, might, even in a more profperous fi:ate of their affairs, be deemed rea-
fonable and advantageous by the Engli!h. He yielded up fome territories which 
had been conquered from Poictou and Guienne ; he enfured the peaceable poffef-
fion of the latter province to Henry : he agreed to pay that prince a large fum of 
money ; and he only required that the ing fhould, in return, make a final 
ceffion to France of Normandy, and the other provinces, which he could never 
entertain any hopes of recovering by force of arms t. This ceffion was ratified 
by Henry, by his two fons, and two daughters, and by the King of the Romans 
and his three fons : Leicefter alone, either moved by a vain arrogance, or defirous 
to ingratiate himfelf with the Engliili populace, protefted againft the deed, and in-
fifted on the right, however diftant, which might accrue to his countefs t. Lewis 
faw in this obftinacy the unbounded ambition of the man; and as the barons in-
fifred, that the money which was due by treaty, fhould be at their difpofal, not 
at Henry's, he alfo faw, and probably with regret, the low condition to which 
c:his monarch, who had more erred from weaknefs than malice, was reduced by 
the turbulency of his own fubjeets. 

BuT the fituation of Henry changed foon after much to his advantage. The 1261. 

twenty-four barons had now enjoyed the fovereign power for near three years; and 
had vifioly employed it, not for the reformation of the ftate, which was their firft 
pretence, but for the aggrandizement of themfelves and of their families. The 
breach of truft was apparent to all the world : Every order of men felt and 
murmured againfr it: The diffentions among the barons themfelves, which en-
creafed the evil, made alfo the remedy more obvious and eafy: And the fecret 

• M. Pads, p. 6o4. "f Rymer. vol. 1. p. 67 5. M. Paris, p. 566. Chron. T. Wykes. p. 53· 
Trevit. p. zo8. M. Weft. p. 371. t Chron. T. Wykes. S3• 
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defertion in particular of the earl of Glocefter to the crown, feemed to promife 
Henry certain fuccefs in any attempt to refume his authority. Yet dared he not 
to take that ftep, fo reconcilable both to juftice and policy, without making a 
previous application to Rome, and obtaining an abfolution from his oaths and , 

engagements . 
.THE Pope was at that time very much diffatisfied with the conduCl: of the ba-

rons; who, in order to gain the favour of the people and clergy of England, had 
expelled all the Italian ecclefiaftics, had confifcated their benefices, and feemed 
determined to maintain the liberties and privileges of the Englifh church, in 
which the rights of patronage, belonging to their own families, were alfo included .. 
The extreme animofity of the Englifh clergy againft the Italians, was alfo a fource 
of his difguft to this order ; and an attempt which had been made by them for 
farther liberty and independance on the civil power, was therefore lefs acceptable 
to the court of Rome. About the fame time, that the barons at Oxford had an
nihilated the prerogatives of the monarchy, the clergy met in a fynod at Merton~ 
and paffed feveral decrees, which were no lefs calculated to promote their own 
grandeur at the expence of the crown. They decreed, that it was unlawful to 
try the ecclefiafiics by fecular judges; that the clergy were not to regard any prohi
bitions fron1 civil courts ; that lay patrons had no right to confer fpiritual bene
fices; that the magiftrate was obliged, without farther enquiry, to imprifon all 
excommunicated perfons; and that antient ufage, without any particular grant 
or charter, was a fufficient authority for any clerical poffeffions or privileges *. 
About a century ago, thefe claims would have been fantl:ified by the court of 
Rome beyond the moft fundamental articles of faith : They were the chief points 

maintained by the great martyr, Becket; and his refolution in defending them had 
ex~lte,d him to the high ftation which he held in the catalogue of Romilh faints :. 
But principles were changed with the times: The Pope was become fomewhat jea
lous of the great independance of the Englifh church, which made them ftand lefs in. 
need of his proteCtion, and even emboldened them to refifr his authority, and 
complain of the preference given to the alran courtiers, whofe interefts, it is natu
tural to imagine, were the chief object of his concern. He was very ready, there
fore, on the King's application, to annul thefe new conftitutions of the church 
of England t. And at the fame time, he abfolved the King and all his fubjeCl:s 
from the oath, which they had taken to obferve the provifions of Oxford t· 

Prince Edward, whofe enlarged thoughts, thoucrh in fuch early youth had 

h
. h b , 

taught 1m t e great prejudice, which his father had incurred, by his levity, in-

• Ann. Burt. P· 389. t Rymer, vol. 1. p. 75 5· t Rymer, voh 1. p. 7zz. M. Paris, 
p. 666. W. Heming. P· 580. Ypod. Neuft. p. 468. Knyghton, p. z446. 

! ~onftane1; 



H E N It Y III~ 35 

conftancy and frequent breach of promife, refufed for a long time to take ad- Chap. xrr. 
vantage of this abfolution; and declared that the provifions of Oxford, however u6 I. 

unreafonable in themfelves, and however much abufed by the barons, ought ftill 
to be adhered to by thofe who had f worn to obferve them • : He himfelf had been 
conftrained by violence to take that oath; yet was he determin'ed to keep it. By 
this fcrupulous fidelity, the prince acquired the confidence of all parties, and was 
afterwards enabled to recover fully the royal authority, and to perform fuch great 
aCl:ions both during his own reign and that of his father. 

THE fituation of England, during this period, as well as that of moft Euro
pean kingdoms, was fomewhat peculiar. There was no regular military force main
tained in the nation: The fword, however, was not, properly fpeaking, in the hands 
of the people: The barons were entrufted entirely with the defence of the com
munity ; and after any effort, which they made, either againft their O\ n prince, 
or againft foreigners, as the military retainers departed to their own home, the 
armies were diffolved, and could not fpeedily be re-affembled at pleafure. It was 
eafy therefore, for a few· barons, by a combination, to get the ftart of the other 
party, to colleCt fuddenly their troops, and to appear unexpectedly in the field 
with an army, which their antagonilh, though equal or even fuperior in power 
and intereft, would not dare to encounter. Hence the fudden r~volutions, 
which were obfervable in thefe governments : Hence the frequent victories ob
tained without a blow by one faCtion over another : And hence it happened, that 
the feeming prevalence of a party, was feldom a prognoftic of its long continu
ance in power and authority. 

TaE King, fo foon as he received the Pope's abfolution from his oath, which 
126

:: 

was accompanied with menaces of excommunication againft all oppofers, truft-
ing to the countenance of the church, to the fupport promifed him by many con
fiderable barons, and to the returning favour: of the people, immediately took 
off the mafk, and after juftifying his conduct by a proclamation, in which he fet 
forth the private ambition, and the breach truft, confpicuous in Leicefter and 
his affociates, declared that he had refumed the government, and was determined 
thenceforth to exert the royal authority for the proteCtion of his fubjetl:s. He . 
removed Hugh le d'Efpenfer and Nicholas de Ely, the hi h j1.4fticiary and chan- · 
cellor appointed by the barons ; and put Philip Baffet and Waiter de Merton in 
their place. He fu bftituted new !he riffs in all the counties, men of charaCter 
and reputation : He placed new go':ernors in moft of the caftles :· He changed all 

the officers of his houfhold: He fummoned a parliament, in which the refump- 23a ApriJ 

* M. Paris, p. 667. 
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'hap . xrr. tion of his authority was ratified, with on'y five diffenting. voices: And the ba:; 
1262. rons after makina one fruitl efs effort, to take the King by f-urprize at Winche-

' 0 fter, were obliged to acquiefce in thofe new regulations*. 
THE King, in order to cut off every objeClion to his conducr, offered to refer 

all the differences between him and the earl of Leicefter, to Margaret queen of 
France f. The celebrated integrity of Lewis gave a mighty influence to any de
cifion which iffued from his court ; and Henry probably hoped, that the gallan
try, on which all barons, as true knights, valued themfelves, would make them 
afhamed not to fubmit to the award of that princefs. Lewis entirely merited the 
confidence repofed in him. By an admirable conduct, probably as political as 
jufr, he continually interpofed his good offices to allay the civil difcords of the 
Englifh : He forwarded all healing meafures, which might give fecurity to both 
parties: And he frill endeavoured, tho' in vain, to footh by perfuafion the fierce 

amb:tion of the earl of Leicefrer, and to·convince him how much it was his duty 

to fubmit peaceably to the authority of his fovereign. 

1263. THAT bold and artful confpirator wasno wife difcouraged with the bad fuc-
cefs of his paft enterprizes. The death of Richard earl of Glocefter, who was 
his chief rival in power, and who, before his deceafe, had joined the royal party, 
feemed to open a new field to his violence, and to expofe the throne to fre!h in
fults and injuries. It was in vain, that the King profeffed his intentions of ob
ferving ftriB:ly the great charter, even of maintaining all the regulations made by 
the reforming barons at Oxford or afterwards, except thofe which entirely an
nihilated the royal authority : Thefe powerful chieftains, now obnoxious to the 
court, could not peace'ably refign the hopes of entire independance and uncon
trouled power with which they had flattered themfelves, and which they had fo 

Civil wars of long enjoyed. Many of them engaged in Leicefi:er's views, and among the reft, 
the barons. Gilbert, the young earl of Glocefrer, who brought · him a mighty acceffion of 

power, from the extenfive authority poffeft by that opulent family. Even Hen
I y, fo,n of the King of the Romans, commonly called Henry d' Allmaine, tho'" 
a pri.nce of the blood, joined the party of the barons againft the King, the head 
of h1s own famiry. Leicefrer himfelf, who frill refided in France, formed fe
cretly the links of this great confpiracy, and planned the whole fcheme of oper
ations. 

THE princes of Wales, notwithftanding the great power of the monarchs, both 
of the Saxon and Norman line, frill preferved authority in their own country; 
and tho' they had often been conftrained to pay tribute to the crown of Eng-

• 1\1. Paris, p. 6681 Chron. T. Wykes, p. 55'· t Ryme~:, vol. 1. p. 724. 
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land, they were with difficulty retained in fubordination or even in peace; and Chap. XU 

almoft throughout every reign fine~ the conqueft, had infefted the Englifh fron- 126
3· 

tiers with fuch petty incurfions and fudden inroads, as feldom merited to have 
place in a general hiftory. The Englifh, ftill contented with repelling their in-
vafions, and chacing them back into their barren mountains, had never purfued 
the advantages obtained againft them, nor attempted, even under their greateft 
and moft aCl:ive princes, a total, or fo much as a feudal fubjeB:ion of the coun-
try. This advantage was referved to the prefent King, the weakeft and motl: in-
dolent. In the year 1237, Lewellen, prince of Wales, declining in years and 
broke with infirmities, but frill more harraffed with the rebellion and undutiful 
behaviour of his fon, Griffin, had recourfe to the proteCtion of Henry ; and 
confenting to fubjeCl: his principality, which had fo long maintained its indepen-
dance, to vaffalage under the crown of England, purchafed fecurity and tran
quillity on thefe difhonourable terms. His eldeft fon and heir, David, renew-
ed the homage to England; and having taken his brother prifoner, delivered him 
into Henry's hands, who committed him to cufiody in the Tower. That prince, 
endeavouring to make his efcape from confinement, loft his life in the attempt ; 
and the prince of Wales, freed fr m the apprehenfions of fo dangerous a rival, 
paid thenceforth lefs regard to the E nglifh monarch, and even renewed thofe in
curfions, by which the Welch, during fo many -ages, had been accuftomed to in-
feft their borders. Lewellyn, however, the fon of Griffin, who fucceeded to his 
uncle, had been obliged to renew the homage, which was now claimed by Eng_ 
land as an eftabliihed right; but he was well plea fed to inflame thofe civil dif-
cords, on which he refted his prefent fecurity, and founded his hopes of future 
independance. He entered into a confederacy with the earl of Leicefter, and 
colleCl:ing all the rorce of his principality, invaded England with an army of 
30,000 men. He ravaged the lands of Roger de Mortimer and of all the barons, 
who adhered to the crown *; he marched into Chefhire, and committed like de .. 
predations on prince Edward's territories; every place, where his diforderly 
troops appeared, was laid wafte with fire and fword; and tho' Mortimer, a gal-
lant and expert foldier, made ftout reGftance, it was found neceffary, that the 
prince himfelf fhould head the army againft this invader. Edward repulfed prince 
Lewellen, and obliged him to take fhelter in the mountains of North Wales: 
But he was prevented from making farther progrefs againft the enemy, by the 
diforders, which foon after broke out in England. 

THE Wel!h invafion was the appointed fignal for the malecontent barons to 

rife i'n. arms ; and Leicefter coming over fecretly from France, colletled all the 

! Chron. Dunft, vol. 1. p. l54· 
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Chap. XII. forces of his party, and commenced an open rebe-llion. He feized the perfon of 

1 z63. the biihop of Hereford ; a prelate very obnoxious to all the inferior clergy, on 

account of his devoted attachment to the court of Rome t. Simon, bi!hop of 

Norwich, and John M anfel, becaufe they had publifhed the Pope's bull, ab

folvinO' the Kino- and k ingdon1 from their oaths to obferve the provifions of Ox-
o b 

ford, were made pri foners, and expo fed to the utmoft rage of the party. The 

King's demefi1es were ravaged with unbounded fury :j:; and as it was Leicefter's 

intereft to allure to his fide, by the hopes of plunder, all the diforderly ruffians in 

England, he gave them a general licence to pillage the barons of the oppofite party, 

and even all neutral perfons. But one of the principal refources of his faCtion 

was the populace of the cities, particularly of London ; and as he had, by his 

hypocritical pretenfions to fanCl:ity, and his zeal againft Rome, engaged all the 

monks and lower ecclefiaftics in his party, his dominion over the inferior ranks of 

men became abfolutely uncontrolable. Thomas Fitz Richard, the mayor of 

London, a furious and licentious man, gave the countenance of authority to 

thefe diforders in London ; and hav ing declared war againft the fubftantial citi

zens, he loofened all the bands of government, by which that turbulent city was 

commonly but ill reftrained. On the approach of Eafter, the zeal of fuperfti

tion, the appetite for plunder, or what is often as prevalent with the populace 

as either of thefe :natives, the pleafure of committing havock and deftruCl:ion, 

prompted them to attack the unhappy Jews, who were firft pillaged without re

fiftance, and then maffacred, to the number of five hundred perfons §. The 

Lombard bankers were next expo fed to the rage of the people ; and tho', by tak

ing fanCl:uary in the churches, they efcaped with their lives, all their money and 

goods became a prey to the licentious multitude. Even the houfes of the rich 

citizens, tho~ Englifh, were attacked by night; and way was made by fword and 

by fire to the depredation of their goods, and often to the deftruction of their 

perfons. The queen, who, tho' fhe was defended by the Tower, was terrified 

by the neighbourhood of fuch dangerous commotions, refolved to go by water to 

the caftle of Wind for; but as fhe approached the bridge, the populace affembled 

againft her: The cry ran, drown the witch; ~nd befides abufing her with the 

moft fcurrilous language, and pelting her with rotten eggs and dirt, they had 

pr~pared large ftones to fink her barge, when fhe ihould attempt to fhoot the 

bndge ; and fhe was fo fri tened that ihe returned to the Tower 11· 

THE violence and fury of Leicefter's faction had rifen to fuch a height in all 

parts of England, that the King, unable to refift their power, was obliged to 

t Trevet, P· 21 I. M. Weft. p. j8z, 392· t Trevet, P· ZI I. l\1. Weft. P· 38z. 
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fet on foot a treaty of peace ; and to make an accommodation with the barons on 
the moft difadvantageous terms*. He agreed to confirm anew the proviftons of 
Oxford, even thofe which entirely annihilated the royal authority; and the ba
rons were again re-inftated in the fovereignty of the kingdom. They reftored 
Hugh le D'efpenfer to the office of high jufticiary ; they appointed their own 
creatures fheriffs in every county of England; they took poifeilion of all the ray .. 
al caftles and fortrdfes ; they even named all the officers of the King's houfhold ; 
and they fummoned a parliament to meet at W eftminfter, in order to fettle n1ore 
fully their plan of government. They here produced a new lift of twenty four 
barons, to whom they propofed, that the adminiftration !hould be entirely com-
n1itted; and they infifted, that the authority of this junta !hould continue, not 
only during the reign of the King, but alfo during that of prince Edward. 

THrs prince, who was the life and foul of the royal party, had unhappily, be
fore the King's accommodation with the barons, been taken prifoner by Leicefter 
in a parley at V\Tindfor t ; and this misfortune, more than any other incident, had 
determined Henry to fubmit to the ignominious conditions impofed upon him.• 
But having recovered his liberty by the treaty, Edward employed his activity 
in defence of the prerogatives of his family ; and he gained a large party even 
among thofe who had at firft adhered with the greateft zeal to the caufe of 
the barons. His coufin, Henry d' Allmaine, Roger Bigod earl Mare!hal, earl 
Warrenne, Humphrey Bohun earl of Hereford, John lord Baifet, Ralph Baffet, 
Hamon 1' Eftrange, Roger Mortimer, Henry de Piercy, Robert de Brus, Ro
ger de Leyborne, with almoft all the Lords Marchers, as they were. called, on the 
borders of Wales and Scotland, the moft warJike parts of the kingdom, declar
ed in favour of the royal caufe; and hoftilities, which were fcarce well compofed, · 
were again renewed in every part of England. But the near balance of the parties, 
joined to the univerfal clamour of the people, obliged the King and barons to 
open anew the negotiations for peace; and it was agreed by both fides, to fub
mit the differences entirely to the arbitration of the King of France. :f:. 

Ghap. XII. 
1263. 

18th July. 

THIS virtuous prince, the only man, who, in like circumftances, could fafe- Reference to 

ly have been intrufl:ed with fuch an authority by a neighbouring nation, had ne- the King of 

ver ceafed to interpofe his good offices between the Englifh factions ; and had France. 

even, during the fhort interval of peace, invited over to Paris both the King 
and the earl of Leicefter, in order to accommodate the differences between them ; 
but found, that the fears and animofities on both fides, as well as the ambition of 
Leicefter, were fo violent, as to render all his endeavours ineffectual. But wlien 

• Chron. Dunfi:. vol. I. p. 358. Trivet, p. 2p. t M. Paris, p. 669 T .. ivet, p. 213. 
:t M. Paris, p. 668. Chron. T. Wykes, p. 58. W. Heming. p. 580. Chron. Dunft. vt>l. 1 p 363. 

this 



H I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

Chap. XII. t~.is fole mn appeal, ratified by the oaths and fu bfcriptions of the leaders in 

1263· eJch facrion , was made to his judgment, he was not difcouraged from purfuing 

his honourable pu rpofe : He fummoned the frates of France a:t A miens ; and 

there, in the prefence of tha t aff:!mbly, as wel l as in that of the King of Eng

land and Peter de Montfort, Leicefrer's fon, he brought this great caufe to a trial 

1264· and examination. It appeared to him, that the proviuons of OxforJ, even had 

they not been extorted by :Orce, had they not been fo exorbitant in their nature 

and fubverfive of the antimt conftitution, were exprefsly efrabli!hed as a tempo

rary expedient, anci could not, without breach of truft, be rendered perp~ tual by 

%Jd Jan. the barons. He therefore annulled thefe provifions ; reftored to the King the 

poffeffion of his caftles, a1d the power of nomination to the great offices ; al· 

lowed him to retain what ~oreigners he pleated in his kingdom, and even to con

fer on them places of truft and dignity; and in a word, re-eftabli!hed the royal 

power on the fame footing, on which it ftood before the meeting of the famous 

parliament at Oxford. B.1t while he thus fuppreffed dangerous innovations, and 

preferved unimpaired the prerogatives of the Engli!h crown 2 he was not negli

gent of the rights of the people; and befides ordering that a general amnefty fuould 

be granted for all paft ofences, he declared that his award was not any wife 

n1eant to derogate fron1 the privileges and liberties, which the nation enjoyed by 

any former conceffions or charters from the crown*. 

THIS equitable fentence was no fooner known in England, than Leicefter and 

his confederates determired to rejeCt: it, and to have rtcourfe to arms, in order 

to procure to themfelves !l1ore fafe and advantageous conditions from he King t. 

Renewal of Without regard to his 01ths and fubfcriptions, that enterprizing confpirator or

the civil wars~ de red his two fons, Rich1rd and Peter de Montfort, in conJUnCtion wlth Robert 

de Ferrars, earl of Derby, to attack the city of Wore fter; vhile Henry and ..... i

mon de Montfort, two cthers of his fons, affifted by the prince of Wales, were 

ordered to commit ravaEes on the eftate of Roger de Morttmer. He himfelf re

fided at London ; and enploying as his infrrument, Fitz-Richard, the feditious 

mayor, who had violendy and illegally prolonged his authority, he wrought up 

that city to the higheft ferment and agitation. The populace formed themfelves 

into bands and companies: Chofe leaders: Praetifed all mJlitary exercifes : 

Committed violence on 1ll the royalifts: And to give them greater countenance 

in their diforders, an affociation was entered into between the city and eighteen 

great barons, never to make peace with the King but by common confent and 

approbation. At the head of thofe who fwore to maintain this affociation, were 

• Rymer, vol. 1. p. 776, 777, &c. Chron. T. Wykes, p. 58. Knyghton7 p. 2446. 

Dunft. vol. 1. p. 363, 

t Chron. 

the 



H E N R Y Ill. 

'the earls of Leicefter, Glocefter and Derby, with le d, Efpenfer, the thief jufti- Chap. Xlt. 

ciary; men who had all previouOy fworn to fubmit to 1he award of the French 1264· 
monarch. Their only pretence for this breach of faith, was, that the latter part 
of Lewis's fentence was, as they affirmed, a contradictior1 to the former : He ra-
tified the charter of liberties, yet annulled the provi.Gons )f Oxford; which were 
only calculated~ as they maintained, to preferve that chatter ; and without which, 
in their eftimation, they had no fecurity for its obfervar1ce. 

TaE King and prince, finding a civil war inevitable, prepared themfelves for 
defence ; and fummoning the military va£ra1s from all q.1arters, and being re-in
forced by Baliol, lord of Galloway, Brus lord of Amandale, Henry Piercy, 
John Comyn *, and other barons of the north, they conpofed aR army, formi:.. 
dable as well from its numbers, as its military prowef; and experience. The 
firft enterpriz.e of the royalifts was ·the attack of Northtmpton; which was de
fended by Simon de Montfort, with many of the principl barons of that party : 
And a breach being made in the walls by Philip Baffet, the place was carried by sth Apra: 
affault, and both the governor and the garrifon were nade prifoners of wart. 
The royalifts marched thence to Leicefter and Nottingham, both which places 
opened their gates to them t; and prince Edward procteded with a detachment 
into Derby, in order to ravage with fire and fword the lands of the earl of that 
name, and take revenge on him for his diOoyalty §. Like maxims of war pre-
vailed with both parties throughout England; and the kingdom was thus ex-
pofed in a moment to greater devaftation, from the arimofities of the rival ba-
rons, than it would have fuffered from many years of foreign or even of domef-
tic hoftilities, conducted by more humane and more generous principles. 

TEE earl of Leicefter, mafter of London, and of th( counties in the fouth ettft 
of England, formed the fiege of Rochefter 11, which al~ne held for the King in 
thofe parrs, and which, befides earl Warrenne, the gorernor, was garrifoned by 
many noble and powerful barons of the royal party. The King and prince haf
tened from Nottingham, where they were then quart~red, to the relief of the 
place; and on their approach, Leicefter raifed the fiege and fetreated to Lon
don, which, being the center of his power, he was arraid., might, in his abfence, 
fall into the King's hands, either by force, or by a cenefpondence with the prin
cipal inhabitants, who were all of them fecretly incline~l to the royal caufe. Re
inforced by a body of 1 sooo citizens, and having fumnoned his partizans from 

• Rymer, vol. 1. p. 772. M. Weft. p. 385. Ypod. Neuft. p. 4-69. t Chron. T. Wykes, P· 
6o. W. Heming, p. 581. Chron. Dunft. F· 367. M. Weft. p. 385. t Chron. T. Wykes. p. 
6o. Knyghton, p. 2447· §M. Weft. p. 385. ~ M. Paris, p, 669. Chron. T. Wykes, p. 61. + w. Heming, p .. sS.z. Chron. Dunft. vol. I. p. 3~ · . 
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all quarters, he thought himfelf ftrong enough t~ ha~ard a general battle with 
the royalifts, and to determine the fate o_f the na.:10n m on: gre~t engagement; -; 
which if it proved fuccefsful, muO: be dectfive agamft the Kmg, vho had no re
treat to his broken troops in thofe parts ; whHe Leicefter himfelf in cafe of any fi
niHer accident, could eafily take fhelter in the city. To give the better colour

ing to his caufe, he previouOy fent a 1neffage with conditions of teace to Henry, 

fubmiffive in the language, but exorbitant in the demands* ; and when the mef

fenger returned with the lye and defiance from the King, the Irince, and the. 
King of the Romans,' he fent a new meffage, . renouncing, in the name of himfelf' 

a.nd cf rhe affociated barons, all fealty and allegiance to Henry. He then n1arch· 
ed out of the city with his army, divided into four bodies: The firft corn man .. 

ded by his two fons, Henry and Guy de l\llountfort, with Hunphrey de Bo

hun, earl of Hereford, who had deferted to the barons; the fecond led by the 

earl of Glocefl:er, with Willian1 de Montchefney and John Fitz John; the third, 

compofed of Londoners, under the command of Nicholas · de Segrave : The 
fourth headed by himfelf in perfon. The biihop of Chichefter gare a general ab .. 
folution to the army,. accompanied with affurances, that, if any of them fell in 

the aetion, they would infallibly be received into heaven, as the .·eward of their 

fuffering in fo meritorious a.caufe! 
LEICESTER, who poffdfed great talents for war, conduCl:ed lis march with 

fuch fkill and fecrecy, that he had well nigh furprized the royali& in their quar .. 

ters at Lewes in Suffex: But the promptit-Ude of prince Edwarc foon repaired 

this negligence; and he led out rhe King's army to the field in thee bodies. He · 
himfelf conducted the van, attended by earl W arrenne and WilliEm de Valence: 
The main body was comm·anded by the King of the Romans and his fon Henry: . 
The King himfelf was placed in the rear at the head of his pri1cipal nobility •. 

P.rince Edward rutbed upon the Londoners, who h~d demanded the poft of ho· 
nour in leading the rebel army, but who, from their want of dilcipline and ex~ 
perience, were ili qualified to refifi: the gentry and military men, of whom the 
prince's body were compofed. They were broke in an infiant; were chafed off 

the field of battle; and Edward, tranfported by his· martial ardour, and eao-er to 

1 
. 0 

revenge t 1e mfolence of the Londoners again£1: his n1other t, p-lt them to the 
fword for the length of four miles, without giving them any quarter, and without 

refleCting ~n the fate, which in the mean while attended the reft of the army. The 

earl ~f Letcefter feeing the royalifrs thrown into confufion by th;ir eagernefs in 

p.urfmt and plunder, led on his remaining troops againft the bodes commanded. 

• ·M. Paris, P· 669. W. Heming, p. 583. t M Paris p 6-o Chron T W l'e 6 • • , • 1 • • y, s, p. z. 
W. Hemmg. P· 583. M. Welt. P· 387. Ypod. NeuG. p. 469. H. Knyghton, p. z~so. 
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by the two royal brothers : He defeated with great flaughter the forces led L l the 
King of the Romans ; and that monarch was obliged to y1eld l~mfdf prifvner to 
the earl of Glocefter: He penetrated to the body, where the King himfelfw.1s 
placed, threw it into diforder, purfued his advantage, chaced it in to the lawn of 
Lewes, and obliged Henry to furrender himfelf prifoner *. -

PRINCE Edward, returning to the field of battle from his precipitate purfuit 
of the Londoners, was aftonifhed to find it covered with the dead bodies of his 
friends, and frill more to hear that his father and uncle were defeated and taken 
prifoners, and that Arundel, Comyn, Brus, Hamon 1' Eftr ~nge, Roger Ley
borne, and all the confiderable barons of his party, were in the hands of t he victo
rious enemy. Earl Warrenne, Hugh Bigod, and William de Va1ence, ftr uck 
with defpair at this event, immediately took to flight, hurried to Pevencey, and 
n1ade their efcape beyond feat : But the prince, intrepid amidfl: the greateft dif
afters, exhorted his troops to revenge the death of their friends, to relieve the 
royal captives, and to fnatch :.n eafy conquefr from an enemy, difordered by 
their own viB:ory t. He found his followers intimidated by their fituation, while 
Leicefter, afraid of a fudden and violent blow from the prince, amu fed him by 
a pretence of negotiation, till he was able to recall his troops from the purfuit, 
and to bring them into order§. There now appeared no farther refource to the 
royal party; furrounded by the armies and garrifons of the enemy, deftitute of 
forage and provifions, and deprived of their fovereign, as well as of all their 
principal leaders, who could alone infpirit them to an obftinate refi [Lnce. The 
prince, therefore, was obliged to fubmit to Leiceiler's terms, which were fhort 
and fevere, agreeable to the fuddennefs and neceffity of the fituation. He fi:ipulated, 
that he and Henry d' All main !hould furrender themfelves prifoners as pledges in 
the place of the two Kings ; that all other prifoners on both fides ibould be re
leafed 11 ; and that in order to fettle fully the terms of agreement, applications 
fhould be made to the King of France, that he fhou d name fix Frenchmen, 
three prelates and three noblemen : Thefe fix to choofe two others of their own 
country: And thefe two to choofe one Engli!hman, who, in conjunction with 
themfelves, were to be inverted by both parties with full powers to make what 
regulations they thought proper for the fettlement of the kingdom. 'The prince 
and young Henry accordingly delivered themfelves into L eicefter,s hand~, who 
fent them under a guard to Dover caftle. Such are the terms of agreement, 
commonly called the Mife of Lewes, from an obfolete French term of tha£ 

• 1\1. Paris, p . 67o. M . Weft. p. 387. t Chron. T. Wykes, p. 63. :t W. Hem-
. z, p. 584. SW. Heming, p . 584. ~ M. Paris, p. 671. Knyghton, p. 24-51. 
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Chap. XII. meaning: For it appears, that all the gent ry and nobility of England, who dif. 
1264. dained the language of their native country, made familiar ufe of the Fren£h, till· 

this period, and for fome time after. 

LEICEST ER, had no fooner obtained this great advantage, and got the whole 

royal family in his power, than he openly violated every article of the treaty, 
and acted as foie mafter, and even ty rant of the kingdom. He frill detained the 
K ing in effect a prifoner, and made ufe of that prince's authority to purpofes 
the moft prejudicial to his intcrelts, and the moft oppreffive of his people *. He 

every where difarmed the royalifis , and kept all his own partizans in a military 

pofl:ure t: He obferved the fame partial conduct in the delivery of the captives~ 

and even threw many of the royalifi:s into prifon be-fide thofe who were taken 
i~ the battle of Lewes : He carried the King from place to place, and obliged· 

all the royal caftles, under pretence of Henry's commands, to receive a gover

nor and garrifon of his own appointment : All the officers of the crown and of 

the houfehold were named by him ; and the whole authority, as well as arms of· 
the ftate, was lodged in his hands: He inftituted in. the c~unties a new kind of 
magiftracy, endowed with new and arbitrary powers, that of confervators of the 
peace :J:: His rapacious avarice appeared- barefaced to the whole nation, and 
were fufficient to. make us queflion the greatnefs of his ambi.tion, at leaft the 
]argenefs of his mind; if we had not reafon to. think, that he intended to employ~ 

his unbounded acquifitions as the inftruments for acquiring farther power and 

grandeur. He fei~ed no lefs than the eftates of eighteen barons as his !hare o£ 
the fpoil gained in the battle of Lewes: He engroffed to himfelf the ranfom o£ 

all the prifone.rs; and told his barons, with a wanton infolence, that it was fuf-

ficient for them, that_ he h~d faved them by that victory from the forf.eitures and 

attainders, which hung over them§ : He even treated the earl of Glocefter in the· 
fame injurious manner, and turned to his own profit the ranfom of the King of 
the Romans, who had in the field of battle, furrendered himfelf to that noble
man. Henry, his eldeft fon, made a monopoly. of all the wool of the kingdom, 
the only valuable commodity for foreign markets which it at that time pro~. 

duced 11. The inhabitants of the cinque-ports, during the prefent diffolution of 
government, betook themfelves to the moft licentious piracy ,_ made a prey of 

the fhips of all nations, threw the mariners into the fea, and by thefe praB:ices. 

fo?n banilhed .all merchants frotn the Englifh coafts and harbours. Ever.y fo-
etgn commod1ty rofe to an exorbitant price ; and wool;en cloaths, which the 

"' Rymer, vol. 1 . p. 790, 791, &c. 
2 1 2. Chron. T. Wykes, p. 63. 
~ Chron, T. Wykes, p. 65. 

t Ryrner, vol. 1. p. 795, Brady's Appe.als, No. 2 u, 
t Rymer, vol. I. p. 792. § Knyghton, p. 245 1 . 
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Englifh had not then the art of dying, were worn by them white, and without Chap. XII. 

receiving the laft hand of the manufacturer. In anfwer to the complaints which 1264. 

arofe on this occafion, Leicefter replied, that the kingdom could well enough 
fubfift within itfelf, and needed no intercourfe with foreigners. And it was 
found, that he even. combined with· the pyrates of the cinque ports, and received 
as his fhare the third of their prizes *. 

No farther mention was made of the reference to the King of France, fo effen
tial an article in the agreement of Lewes; and Leicefter fummoned a parliament, 
compofed altogether of his own partizans, in order to rivet, by their authority, 
that power which he had acquired by fo much violence, and which he ufetl 
with fo much tyr.anny and injuftice. An ordinance was there paffed, to which 
the King's confent had been. previouny extorted, that every act of royal · 
power fhould- be exercifed by a council of nine perfons, who were to be chofen 
and removed bx the majority of three, Leicefter himfelf, the earl of Glocefter, 
and the bifhop of Chichefter t. By this intricate plan.of government, the fcepter 
was really put into Leicefrer's hands; as he had the entire diretl:ion of the bifhop 
of Chichefter, and thereby commanded all the refolutions of the council of three,. 
who could appoint or difcard at pleafure every member of the fupreme council. 

BuT it was impoffible that things could long remain in this ftrange fituation. 
It behaved Leicefl:er either to defcend with fome danger into the rank of a fubject, 
or to mount up with no lefs into that of a fovereign ·; and his exorbitant ambition, 
unrefiraine.d by any fear or pritlciple, gave too much reafon to fufpect hhn of the 
latter intention. Mean while, he was expofed to anxiety from every quarter~ 
and felt that the fmalle!l: incident was capable of overturning that immenfe and 
lll cemented fabric, which he had reared. The Queen, whom her· hufband had 
left abroad, had collected in foreign parts an army of defperate adventurers, and 
had alfembled a great number of fhips, with a view of invading the kingdom, 
and of bringing relief to her unfortunate family. Lewis, detefting Leicefter's 
ufurpations and perjuries, and difgufted by the refufal of the Englifh blrons, to 
fubmit to his award, favoured all her enterprizes, and was generally believed to 
be making preparations for the fame purpofe. An Englifh army, by the pre-
ended authority of the captive King, was affembled on the fea coaft to oppofe 

this projected invafion :f:; but Leicefter owed his fecurity more to crofs winds, 
hich long detained and at laft: diffipated and broke the QEeen's fleet, than ro 

• Chron. T. Wykes, p. 65. t Rymer, vol. 1. p. 793· Brady's App. NQ. 2.13. 
P.P• No. 216, 217. ChrClll. Dunft. vol. 1. p. 373· M. Weft. p. 385. 
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any reGfl:ance, which, in their prefent fituation, could be expeCted from the 

Englifh *· 
LEICESTER found himfelf better able to refifl the fpiritual thunders, which 

were levelled againft him. The Pope, ftill adhering to the King's caufe againft 
the barons, difpatched cardinal Guido as his legate into England, with orders to 
excommunicate the three earls, Leicdl:er, Glocefter, and Norfolk, by name, and 
.all others in general, who concurred in the oppreffion and captivity of their fo
vereign f. Leicefter menaced the legate with death, if he fet his foot within the 
kingdom ; but Guido, meeting in France the bifuops of Winche!l:er, London, and 
Worcefter, who had been fent thicher on a negociation, commanded them, under 
.the penalty of ecclefiaftical cenfures, to carry his bull into England, and to pub
lifh it againft the barons. When the prelates arrived off the coafl, they were 
boarded by the pyratical mariners of the cinque ports, to whom probably they 
gave a hint of the cargo, which they brought along with them : The bull wa~ 
torn and thrown into the fea ; which furnifhed the artful prelates with a plaufible 
excufe for not obeying the orders of the legate :f:. Leicefter appealed from Guido 
to the Pope in per on; but before his ambalfadors could reach Rome to defend 
his caufe, the Pope was dead, and they found the legate himfelf, from whom 
they had appealed, feated on the papal throne, under the name of Urban IV. 
That daring leader was no wife difmayed with this event ; and as he found that 
a great part of his popularity in England was founded on his oppofition to Rome, 
which was now become odious, he perfifted with the more obftinacy in the pro-

fecution of his meafures. 

~z6 5 • THAT he might both encreafe, and turn to advantage his popularity, Leicefter 

2
oth January. fummoned a new parliament in London, where he knew his power was uncon

trolable; he fixed this a!fembly on a more democratical bafis, than any which 
had ever been fummoned fince the foundation of the Englifh monarchy. Befides 
the barons of his own party, and feveral ecclefiaftics, who were not immediate 

Houfeofcom- tenants of the crown ; he or iered returns to be made of two knights from every 
mons. £hire, and what is more remarkable, of deputies from the burowghs, which had 

always in former ages been efteemed of too mean a rank to be allowed a place in 
the national councils §. This period is commonly efteemed the epoch of the 
houfe of commons of England ; and it is certainly the firft time, that n1ention is 
made by hiftorians of any reprefentatives fent to parliament by the boroughs. In 

• Chron. Mailr. p. 226. Chron. T. Wyke~, p. 63. t Rymer, vol. t. p. 798. Chron. 

Dpnft. v.ol. 1·}'· 373• :t. M. Paris, p. 671. T. Wykes, p.. 65. § Rymer, vol. 1. p. 8oz. 
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all the general accounts given in preceding times of parliaments, the nobility and 

barons are only fpoke of by hiftorians as the conftituent n1embers; and even in 
the mofl: particular narratives delivered of patliamentary tranfafcions, as in the · 

trial of Thomas a Becket, where the events of each day, and almoft of each 
hour, are carefully recorded by contemporary authors*, there is not, throughout 
the whole, the 1eaft appearance of a houfe of commons-. But tho' that houfe de~ 

rived its firft exiftence from fo precarious and even fo invidious an origin as Lei-

cefter's ufurpation, it proved foon, when fummoned by the legal princes, one of 
the moft ufeful, and, in procefs of time, one of the moft powerful members of 

the national conftitution; and gradually refcued the kingdom from ariftocratical 

as well as from regal tyranny. But Leicefter's policy, if we muft afcribe to hinl· 

fo great a bleffing, only forwarded by fome years an in fl:itution, for which the 

general fi:ate of things had already prepared the nation; and it is otherwife incon- · 

ceivable, that a plant, fet by fo inaufpicious a hand, could have attained to fo vi· 

gorous a growth, and have flourifhed in the midft of fuch tempefts and convul
fions. The feudal fyftem, with which the liberty, n1uch more the power of the · 
commons, was totally incompatible, began gradually to decline; and both King . 

and people, who felt its inconveniences, contributed to favour this new power, 
which was more fubmiffive than the barons to the regular authority of the crown, , 
and at the fame time afforded protection to the inferior orders of the ftate. 

LEICESTER, having thus affembled a parliament of his own model, and truft-'· 
ing to the attachment of the populace of London, feized the opportunity of 

crufhing his rivals among the powerful barons. Robert de Ferrars, earl of Derby, . 
was accufed in the King's name, feized, and committed to cuftody, without be

ing brought to any 1 gal trial t. John Gifford, menaced with the fame fate, fled 

from London, and took fhelter in the marches of Wales. Even the earl of Gio ... 

cefter, whofe power and influence had fo much contributed to the fuccefs of the 

barons, but who was of late extremely difgufted by Leicefter's arbitrary and in

folent conduCt, who engroifed the whole power of the party, found himfelf in 

danger from tl.e prevailing authority of his ancient confederate; and he retired 

from parliament t. fhis known divifion among the leaders, gave courage to all . 
Leicefler's enemies and to the King's friends; who wae now fure or proteCtion 
from fo potent a leader. Tho' Roger Mortimer, Hamon L'efi:rangc, and ·other· 
powerful marchers of Vvales, had been obliged to leave the kingdom, thtir au
thority fttll remained over the territories fubjecred to their junfdtcrion ; and tht1e · 

were many others who w~re difpoftd to give difl:urbance to the ne"' government. 

li Fitz.Stephen Hill: ~adrip. Hoveden, &c t Chron. T. Wykes
1 

p. 66. Ann. vVaveri . 
p;. 2.16, t M. Paris, p. 671. Ann. Waver!. p .. 216. 
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Chap. xrr. The animofities, in reparable from the feudal ariftocracy, broke out with fuch 
1 Z6S· fre1h violence, and threatened the kingdom with new convulfions and diforders. 

THE earl of Leicefter, furrounded with thefe difficulties, embraced a meafure, 
from which he propofed to reap feme prefent advantages, but which proved in 
the end the fource of all his future calamities. The aCtive and intrepid prince 
Edward had langui!hed in prifon ever fince the fatal battle of Lewes; and being 
extremely populat in the kingdom, there arofe a general defire of feeing him 
again reftored to liberty *. As Leicefter found, that he could with difficulty 
oppofe the concurring willies of the nation, he ftipulated with the prince, that 
in return, he fuould order his adherents to deliver up to the barons, all their 
cailles, particular:y thofe on the borders of Wales; and fhould fwear neither to. , 

depar.t the kingdom during three years, nor introduce into it any foreign forces t. ' 
The King took an oath to the fame effeCt, and he a1fo pa1fed a charter, in which 
he confirmed the agreement or mift of Lewis; ~nd even permitted his fubjeB:s to 
rife in arms againil: him, if he fhould ever attempt to infringe it :J:. So little care 
had Leicefter taken, tho' he conftantly made ufe of the authority of this captive 
prince, to preferve to him any appearance of royalty or kingly prerogatives. 

lt ~!arch . IN confequence of this treaty, prince Edward was brought into Weftminfrer-
hall, and was declared free by the barons: But inftead of really recovering his 
liberty, as he had vainly expeCted, he found, that the whole tranfaCl:ion was a 
fraud on the part of Leicefter ; that he ftill continued a prifoner at large, and 
was ftriCl:ly guarded by the emiffaries of that nobleman ; and that while the fac
tion reaped all the benefit from the performance of his part of the treaty, care 
was taken that he himfelf fhould enjoy no advantage by it. As Glocefter, on 
his rupture witb the barons, had retired for fafety to his eftates on the borders 
of Wales; Leicefter followed him with an anny to Hereford §, continued ftill 
to menace and negotiate, and that he might add authority to his caufe, he car
ried both the K:ng and prince along with him. The earl of Glocefter here con
certed with ycur.g Edward the manner of that prince's efcape. He found 
means to convey to him a horfe of an extraordinary fwiftnefs ; and appointed 
Roger Mortimer, who had returned into the kingdom, to be ready at hand with 

zlth May. a fmall party to receive the prince, and to guard him to a pla<:e of fafety. Ed
ward pretendec to take the air with fome of Leicefter'-s retinue, who were his 
guards; and naking matches between their horfes, after he thought he had tired 
and blown them fufficiently, he fuddlnly mounted Glocefter's horfe, called to his 

• Knyghton, P· 2451. t Ann. Waverl. p. 216. t Blackerton's Mag. Charta, p. 
Chron. Dunft. vol. I. p. 378. § Chron. T. Wykes, p. 67. Ann. Waverl. p. 218. W. 

Heming. p. 585. Chron. Dunfi. vol. 1. p. 383, 384. 
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attendants, that he had long enough enjoyed the pleafure of their company, and Chap. XII. 

now bid them adieu. They followed him for fome fpace, without being able to 1265· 

overtake him; and the appearance of Mortimer with his company put an end to 

their purfuit *. 
THE royalifi:s, fecretly prepared for this happy event, immedi,tely flew to arms; 

and the joy of this gallant prince's delivery, the oppreffions under which the 
nation laboured, the expectation of a new fcene of affairs, and the countenance 

~ the earl of Gloceiler, procured Edward an army which Lcicefter was utterly 
unable to withftand t. This nobleman found himfelf in a remote quarter of the 
kingdom, furrounded by his enemies, barred of all communication with his 
friends by the Severne, whofe bridges Edward had broke dovrn :f:, and obliged 
to fight the caufe of his party under fuch multiplied difadvantages. In this ex
tremity he wrote to his fon, Simon de Montfort, to hafi:en fro111 London with an 

army for his relief; and Simon had advanced to Kenilworth, with that view; 
where fancying that all Edward's force and attention were dirtfred againft his fa
ther, he lay perfectly fecure and unguarded. But the prince, making a fudden 
and forced march, furprized him in his camp, diffipated his army, and took the 
earl of Oxford, and many other noblemen prifoners, almoft without refiftance §. 
Leicefter, ignorant of his fan's fate, paffed the Severne in boa:s during Edward's 

abfence, and lay at Eve!ham, in expectation of being every hour joined by his 

friends from London : When th~ prince, who made profit cf every favourable Battle of Eve

moment, appeared in the field before him. Edward made a body of his troops fham, and 

f 1 d h. h I d K 'l h d d death of Lei~ advance rom t 1e roa w 1c e to em wort , an or ered them to carry the cefter. 

banners taken from Simon's army ; while he himfelf, making a circuit with the 4th Augua. 

reft of his army, propofed to attack the enen1y from the other quarter 11· Lei-
cefter was long deceived by this ftratagem, and took one divifion of Edward's 
army for his friends ; but at laft, perceiving his mifl:ake, and obferving the great 

fuperiority and excellent difpofition of the royalifts, he excla:med, that they had 
learned from him their military order; adding, " The Lord have mercy on our 
" fouls: for I fee our bodies are the prince's +·" The battle immediately began, 
tho' on very unequal terms. Leicefi:er's army, by living ir1 the mountains of 
Wales without bread, which was not then much ufed among the inhabitants *, 
had been extremely weakened by ficknefs and defertion, and was foon broke by 

• M. Paris, p. 672. Chron. T. Wykes, p. 97· Ann. Waver!. p. 218. W . Heming, p. 58~. 

Knyghton, p. 2452. t Chron. T. Wykes, p. 68. :t Chrm. Dunft. vol. 1. p. 383. 
§ M. Paris, p. 672. Chron. Mailr. p. 230. Chron. T. Wykes, p. 69. Am. Waverl. p. 219. W. 

Heming, P· s86. Knyghton, P· 2452. 11 M. Paris, P· 672· Chron. 11ailr. P· ZJI. + M. 
Paris, p. 672. W. Heming. P· 586. Knyghton, p. 2453. • ChJOn. T. Wykes, p. 6g. 
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the victorious royalifts ; while his W elfh allies, accuftomed to a defultory kind o: 
Chap. XII. 

1265. war, immediately took to flight, and were purfued with great fiaughter *. Lei-
cefter hi.11~df, afking for quarter, was fiain in the heat of the a"'tion, with his
eldd1: fon Henry, Hugh le d'Efpenfer, and about one hundred and fixty knights, 
and ·nany other gentlemen of his party. The old King had been purpofely placed 
by the rebels in the front of the battle; and being clad in armour, and thereby 
not known by his friends, he received an wound, and was in danger of his life: 
But crying out, I am Hrmry of Winchefler, )'our .ki11g, he was faved; and put in 

a place of fecurity by '.is fon, who flew to his affiftance t. 
THE violence, ingratitude, tyranny, rapacity, and treachery of the earl of 

Leicefter, give a very bad idea of his moral character, and make us regard 
his death, as the moft happy event, which, in this conjunCture, could have hap· 
p::ncd to the Englifh nation : Yet muft we allow the n1an to have po!feffed great 
abilities, and the appearance of great virtues, who, tho' a {hanger, could, at a 
time when {hangers were the· moft odious, and the moft univerfally decried, 
have acqt,Jired fo extenfive an intereft in the kingdom, and have fo nearly paved 
his way to the thione itfelf. His tnilitary capacity,.- and his political craft, were. 
equally eminent : He poffdfed the talents both of governing men and condutl:ing 
bufinefs : And tho' his ambition was boundlefs, it feems neither to have exceeded 
his courage nor his genius ; and he had the happinefs of making. the low popu
lace, as well as the haughty barons, co~operate towards the fuccefs of his felfifh and 
dangerous purpofes. A prince of greater ability and vigour than Henry might 
have directed the talents of this nobleman either to the exaltation of his throne~ 
or to the good of his people : But the advantages given to Leicefter, by the · 
rveak and variable adminif1ration of the King, brought on the ruin of royal au
thority, and produced infinite confufions in the kingdom, which indeed in the end 
preferved and extremely improved the national liberty and conftitution. His popu. 
)arity, even ~Jter his death, continued fo great, that, tho, 'eA"'Communicated by 
Rome, . the people believed him to be a faint ; and many miracles were faid to be 

wrought upon his tomb :J:. 
"etclement of THE viB:ory of Evefi1am, with the death of Leicefter, proved decifive in fa .. 
•he govun- vour of the royalitts, and made an equal, tho' a very oppofite impreffion on friends 
.ment• and enemies, in every part of England. Tne King of the Romans recovered his· 

liberty : The other prifoners of the royal party were not only freed, but courted, 
by their keepers: Fitz-Richard, the feditious mayor of London, who had marked 
out forty .of the moft wealthy citizens for fiaughter, immediately ftopped his hand 
on receiving n~ws of this great event : And almoft all the caftles garrifoned by 

•l{nyghton, p. Z453· t ChrClil. de :Mailr. p. zp. W. Heming_. p. 587. :t Chron. de Mailr. p. 23z. 
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the barons, hafrened to make their fubmiffions and to open tiieit· gates to the KinCY,. ,b 

The ifle of Axholme alone, and that of Ely, trufiing to the ftrength of their fi-
tuation, ventured to make refifiance ; but were at laft reduced, as well as the 

caflle of Dover, by the valour and activity of prince Edward *. Adam de 

Gourdon, a courageous baron, maintained himfelf feme time in the forefts of 
Hampfhire, committed depredations on the neighbourhood, and obliged the 
prince to lead a body of troops into that country againft him. Edward at

tacked the camp of the rebels ; and being tranfported by the ardour of action~ 
leapt over the trench with a few followers, and encountered Gourd n himfclf 

in fingle combat. The viCtory was long difputed between thefe valiant combat .. 
tants ; but ended at laft in the prince's favour, who wounded his antagonift, 

threw him from his horfe, and took him prifoner. He not only granted him 

his life; but introduced him that very night to the queen at Guilford;- procur

ed him his pardon, reftored him to his eftate, received him into favour, and was 

ever after very faithfully ferved by him t. 
A total viB:ory of the fovereign over fo extenfive a rebellion commonly pro

duces a revolution of government, and rengthens, as well as enlarges, for fome 
titne, the prerogatives of the crown : Yet no facrifices of national liberty were 
n1ade on this occafion ; the great charter remained frill inviolate; and the King, 
fenfible that his own barons, by whofe affiftance alone he had prevailed, were no 

Jefs jealous of their independance than the other party, feems thenceforth to have 

more carefully abftained frotn all thofe exertions of arbitrary power, which had 
afforded fo plaufible a pretence to the rebels. The clemency of this victory is 
alfo remarkable: No blood was fhed on the fcaffold : No attainders, except of the 
Mountfort family, were executed : And tho' a parliament, affen1bled at Win

chefter, forfeited all thofe, who had borne arms againfl: the King, eafy compofi
tions were made with them for their lands t; and the higl eft fum, levied on the 

moft notorious offenders, exceeded not five years rent of their eftate. Even the 

earl of Derby, who again rebelled, after having been pardoned and rcftored to 
his fortune, was obliged to pay only feven years rent, and was a fecond time re .. 
ftored. The mild difpofirion of the King, and the prudence of the pt ince, tem

pered the infolence of victory, and gradually refrored order to the feveral mem
bers of the ftate, disjointed by fo long a continuance of civil wars and corn ... 

n1otions. 
THE city of London, which had carried fartheft t 1e rage and animLfity againfl: 

the King, and which feemed determined to ftand upon its defence after almoft 

M. Paris, p. 676. W, Heming, p. 588. t M. Paris, p. 675· 
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all the kingdom had fubmitted, was, aft~r fame interval, reftored to moil: of its li
berties and privileges, and Fitz Richard,the mayor, who had been guilty of fo much 
illegal violence, was only puniihed by :ine and imprifonment. The countefs of 
Leicefter, the King's fifter, who had been extremely forward in all attacks on 

the royal family, was difmiifed the kingdom with her two fons, Simon and Guy *, 
who proved very ungrateful for this lerity. Five years afterwards, they affaffi
nated, at Viterbo in Italy, their coufin Henry d' Allmaine, who at that very time 

was endeavouing to make their peace "'ith the King; and by taking fanB:uary in 

the church of the Francifcans, they efcaped the punifhment due to fo great an 

enormity -1-· 

THE merits of the earl of Glocefter: after he returned to his allegiance, had 

been fo great, in refturing the prince to his liberty, and affifting him in his vic
tories againfi: the rebellious barons, that it was almoft impoffible to content him 
in his demands; and his youth and temerity, as well as his great power, tempt
ed him, on fome new difguft, to raife again the flames of rebellion in the king
dom. The mutinous populace of London, at his inftigation, took to arms; and 
the prince was obliged to collect an 'rmy of 3o,ooo men, in order to fupprefs 
them :1:· Even this fecond rebellion did not provoke the King to any aCl:s of 
cruelty ; and the earl of GJocefter h.mfelf efcaped with a total impunity. He 
was only obliged to enter into a boJd of 2o,ooo marks, that he never again 
would be guilty of rebellion§: A ftrmge method of enforcing the laws, and a 
proof of the dangerous independance of the barons in thofe ages ! Thefe potent 
nobles were, from the danger of the example, averfe to the execution of the 

laws of forfeiture and felony againft any o( their brethren ; tho' they could not 

with a good grace refufe to concur ill obliging them to fulfill any voluntary con

tract and engagement, into which they had entered. 

THE prince, finding the fiate of the kingdom tolerably compofed, was fe

duced, by his avidity for glory, and by the prejudices of the age, as well as by 

the ~arneft f?llicitations of the King of France, to undertake an expedition againft 
the mfidels In the Holy Land 11 ; and he endeavoured previoufiy to fettle the 

ftate in fuch a manner, as to dread no bad effeCl:s from his abfence. As the dan

gerous power. and turbulent difpofition of the earl of Glocefter gave him appre
henfions, he mfifted on carrying hin along with him, in confequence of a vow, 

• Chron. T. Wykes, p. 72. t R~mer, vol. 1. p. 870. vol. 2. p. 4, 5· Chron. T. Wykes, 
p. 94· W. Heming. P· 589. Trevet, p. 240 t Chron, T. Wykes, p. 79• § Chron. T. 
Wykes, p. 81 . 11 M. Paris, P• 677• 
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which that nobleman had made to undertake the fame voyage; and in the mean Chap. XII. 

time, he obliged him to rdign fome of his caftles, and to enter into a new bond !
2
7°· 

not to dliturb the peace of the kingdom*. He failed from England with an ar-
my ; and arrived in Lewis's camp before Tunis in Africa, where he found that 
great monclrch already dead, from the intemperance of the climate and the fa-

tiaues of his enterprize. The great and only weaknefs of this prince was his 
0 

imprudent zeal for Croifades ; but it was this prepoifeffion chiefly that procured 

him from the c1ergy the title of St. Lewis, by which he is known in the French 

hiftor · ; and if that appellation had not been fo extremely proftituted by the Ro
mifh church, as to become rather a term of reproach, he feems, by his uniform 

probity and goodnefs, as well as his piety, to have fully merited the title. He 

was fucceeded by his fon, Philip, denominated the Hardy ; a prince of fome 

merit, tho' much inferior to that of his father. 

PRINCE Edward, not difcouraged by this event, continued his voyage to the up : 

Holy and, where he Ggnalized himfelf by aCl:s of valour: Revived the glory 
of the Eng\ifh name in thofe parts: And ftruck fuch terror into the Saracens, 
that they employed an affaffin to murder him, who wounded him in the arm, but 
perilhed in the attempt t. Mean while, his abfence from England was attended 
with many of thofe pernicious confequences, which had been dreaded from it .. 
The laws were not executed : The barons oppreifed the common people with 
impunity t : They gave fhelter on their eftates to bands of robbers, whom they 
employed in committing ravages on the eftates of their enem.ies: The populace 
of London returned to their ufual licentioufnefs : And the old King, unequal to 
the burthen of government, called aloud for his gallant fon to return §, and to 
affift him in fwaying that fcepter, which was ready to drop from his feeble and 
uncertain hands. At laft, overcome by the cares of government, and the infir.. 16;~~~vr. 
mities of age, he vifibly declined, and he expired at St. Edmondfbury in the 64th Death 

year of his age, and 56th of his reign ; the longeft reign which is to be met with 
in the Engltfh annals. His brother, the King of the Romans (for he never at-

tained the tttle of emperor) died about feven months before him: 

THE moft obvious circumftances of Henry the third's character is his incapa- and cha~afler 

city for government, which rendered him as much a prifoner in the hands of his ofthe KJUg. 

own minifl:ers and favourites, and as little at his own difpofaJ, as when detained 
a captive in the hands of his enemies. From this fource, rather than from infin· 
cerity or treachery, arofe his negligence in obferving his promifes ; and he was 

• Chron. T . Wykes, p. go. 
Dunft. vol. 1. p. 404. 
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·Chap. xrr. too eaGiy ind 1ced, for the f ke of prefent convenience, to facrifice the lafl:ing ad van; 
127 z. tages arifing from the truft and confidence of his people. Hence were derived his 

·profufion to favourites, his attachment to {hangers, the variablenefs of his conduct, 
his hafty ,refentments, and his fudden forgivenefs and return of affection. In
ftead of reducing the dangerous power of his nobles, by obliging them to obferve 
the laws towards their inferiors, and fetting them the falutary example in his 
own government ; he was feduced to imitate their conduct, and to make his ar
bitrary will, or rather that of his minifters, the rule of his actions. Infl:ead of 
accommodating himfelf, by a firict frugality, to the cmbarraffed fituation in which 
his revenue had been left, by the military expeditions of his uncle, the diffipa
tions of his father, and the ufurpations of the barons; he was tempted to le
vy money by irregular exaCtions, which, without inriching himfelf, impoverifh
ed, at leaft difgufted his people. Of all men, nature feemed leaft to have fitted 
him for being a tyrant ; yet are there infl:ances of oppreffion in his reign, which, 
tho' derived from the precedents left him by his predeceffors, had been carefully 
.guarded againft by the great charter, and are inconfiftent with all rules of good 
government. And on the whole, we n1ay fay, that greater abilities with his 
good difpofitions, would have prevented him from falling into his faults; or 
with worfe difpofitions, would have enabled him to maintain and defend them. 

THIS prince was noted for his piety and devotion, and his regular attendance 
on public wor!hip; and a faying of his on that head is much celebrated by an
tient writers. He was engaged in a difpute with ~ewis IX. of France, concern
ing the preference between fermons and mafTes : He maintained the fuperiority of 
the latter, and affirmed, that he would rather have one hour's converfation with 
a friend, than hear twenty the moft elaborate difcourfes, pronounced in praife of 

him*· 
HENRY left two fons, Edward his fucceffor, and Edmond earl of I~ancafl:er . , 

and two daughters, Margaret queen of Scotland, and Beatrix, dutchefs of Brit
tanny. l-Ie had five other children, who died in their infancy. 

Mifccll~ncous THE following are the moft remarkable laws enaCted during this reign. There 
thr~nf.•0 1ons of had b~en great difputes between the civil and ecclefiaftical courts about bafl:ar 
t 1s re1gn. -

dy. The common law had deemed all thofe bafl:ards who were born before 
wedlock: By the canon law they were ligitimate: And when any difpute of in
heritance arofe, it had been formerly ufual for the civil courts to iffue writs to 
the fpiritual, direCting them to enquire into the legitimacy of the perfon. The 
bifhop always returned an anfwer agreeable to the canon law, tho' contrary to 

~ Walling. Edw. r. p. 43 ; 
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rhe n1unicipal hw of the kingdom. For this reafon, the civil courts had chang
ed the nature of their writ, and ir.fread of requiring the fpiritual courts to en
quire concerning the legitimacy of the perfon, they only propofed the fimple quef
ti m of face, whether he was born before or after the marriage. The prelates 
complained of this practice to the p:uliament aifemblt-d at Merton in the twen
tieth of this King, and defired that the civil law mig:1 t be rendered conformable 
to the canon : But received from all the nobility the me!norable reply_: Nolumus 
leges Anglice mutare: We will not change the laws of England*. 

AFTER the civil wars, the parliament, fummoned at Marlebridge, g~ve their 
approbati n to n1oft of the ordinances, which had betn enacted by the reforming 
barons, and which, tho' advantageous to the fecurity of the people, had not re
ceived the fanetion of a proper authority. Among other laws, it was there en
acted, that all appeals from the courts of inferior lords fhould be carried directly· 
to the King's courts, without pafling thro' the courts of the lords immediately 
fuperiort. - It was ordained that money 1hould bear no intereft during the mino-
ity of the creditor t. This law was very reafonable, as the efi:ates of minors were 

always in the hands of their lords, and the creditors could not pay intereft where 
they had no revenue. The charter of King John had granted this indulgence: 
It was omitted in that of Henry III. for what reafon is unknown ; but it was 
~newed in the ftatute of Marlebridge. Moft of the other articles of this fratute 
are calculated to reftrain the oppreffions-of fheriffs, and the violences and iniqui
ties committed in diftraining cattle and other goods. Cattle and the inftruments · 
of hufbandry compofed at that time the chief riches of the people. 

IN the 3 sth year of this King an affize was fixed of oread, the price of which ! 
was fettled, according to the different prices of corn, from one 1hilling a quar
ter to feven £billings and fix pence §. Thefe great variations alone are a proof of · 
bad tillage : Yet dU the prices often rife much higher, than any taken notice of 
by the laws. The Chronic'e of Dunftable tells us, that in this reign, wheat was · 
once fold for a mark, nay for a pound a quarter; that is, three pounds of our 
prefent money ll· The fame law affords us a proof of the little communication 
between the parts of the kingdom, by remarking the very difrerent price whid1 

the fame commodity bore at the fame time. A brewer, fays the fiatute, n1ay 
fell two gallons of ale for a penny in cities, and three or four gallons for the fame 
price in the country. At prefent, fuch commodities, by the great conft mpt of the 
people, and the great frocks of the brewers, are ratl1e · che.:1peil: in cities. The · 

• Statute of Merton, chap. 9· 
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Chronicle of Dunftable obferves, that wheat one year was fold in many places for 

eight ihillings a quarter, but never rofe in Dunil:able above a crown, 

THo' commerce was frill very low, it feems rather to have encreafed fince the 

Conqueft ; at Ieaft, if we may judge. of the encreafe of n;-oney by the price of 
bread. The medium between the htgheft and loweil: pnces of wheat, affigned 
by the ftatute, is four £billings and three pence a quarter, that is, twelve fhillings 

and nine pence of our prefent n1oney. This is ~ear the half of the middling 
price in our time. Yet the middling price of cattle, fo late as the reign of King 
Richard, we found to be above eight times lower than the prefent. Is not the 

true inference, from comparing thefe facts, that in all uncivilized nations, cattle, 
which propagate of themfelves, bear always a lower price than corn, which re

quires more art and ftock to raife it, than thefe nations are poffeffed of? It is to 

be rem-arked, that Henry's affize of corn was copied from a preceding affize 
eftabliihed by King John; and confequently, the prices which we have here corn· 
pared of corn and cattle ll}ay be looked on as contemporary ; and they were 
drawn, not from one particular year, but from an eftimation of the n1iddling 
prices. It is true, the prices, affigned by the affize of Richard, were meant as 
a ftandard for the accompts of fberiffs and efc~ators ; and as confiderable pro
fits were allowed to them, we may naturally fuppofe, that the cmnmon value of 

cattle was fomewhat higher : Yet frill, fo great a difference between the prices of 

corn and cattle as that of four to one, compared to the prefent rates, affords im
p~rtant reflections concerning the very different ftate of induftry and tillage in 

the two periods. 
INTER EST had in that age mounted to an enormous height, as might be ex

peCted from the barbarif1n of the times and mens ignorance of con1merce. 
There are inil:ances of fifty per cent. payed for money*. Such profits tempted 
the Jews to remain in England, notwithil:anding the grievous oppreffions to which 

they were continually expofed from the prevalent bigotry and rapine of the age. 
It is eafy to imagine how precarious their ltate muft be under an mdigent prince, 

fomewhat reftrained in his tyranny over his native fubjeets, but who poffeffed an 

unlimited authority over them, the foie proprietors of money in the kingdom, 
and hated on account of their riches, their religion, and their ufury : Yet will 

our ideas fcarce come up to the extortions which in fact we fhall find to have 
been praCl:iced upon them. In the year 1241, 2o,ooo marks were exacted from 

them t: Two years after, money was again extorted; and one Jew alone, Aaron 
of York, was obliged to pay above 4000 marks :1: : In 12 50, Henry renewed 

• M. Paris, p. 5 86. t M. Paris, p. 372. :t. M. Paris, p. 410. 
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his oppreffions; and the fame Aaron was condemned to pay him 30,ooo marks up
on an accufation of forgery*; The high penalty impofed upon him, and which, 
it feems, he was thought able to pay, is rather a prefumption of h is innocence 
than of hisguilt. In 1255, the King demanded 8ooo marks from the Jews, and 
threatened to hang them, if they refufed compliance. They now loft all patience, 

and deGred leave to retire with their effe&s out of the kingdom. But the King 
replied : " I-Iow can I remedy the oppreffions you complain of? I am my felf 
" beggared. I am defpoiled, I am ftripped of all my revenues : I owe above 
" 2oo,ooo marks ; and if I had faid 3oo,ooo, I fhould not exceed the truth : 
" I am obliged to pay my fon, prince Ed ward, I 5,ooo marks a year: I have 

" not a farthing; and I muft have money, from .any hand, from a'ny quarter, 

" or by any means." He then delivered over the Jews to the earl of Cornwal, 

!hat thofe whom the one bro-ther had flead, the other might embowe1, to make 
ufe of the words of the hiftorian t. King John, hi~ father, once demanded 
I o,ooo marks from a Jew of Briftol ; and on his refufal, ordered one of his teeth 
to be drawn every day till he .ihould confent. The Jew loft feven teeth; and 
then paid the fum required of him =1:· 

To give a better pretence to extortions, the improbable and abfurd accufation, 
. which has been at different times advanced againft that na tion, was revived in 
Enghwd, that they had crucified a child in derifion of our Saviour's fufferings. Eigh

teen of them were hanged at once for this crime§ : Tho' it is no wife credible, 

that even the antipathy born the1n by the Chriftians, and the oppreffions under 
which they laboured, would ever have pu!hed them to be guilty of that danger-

. ous enormity. But it is natural to imagine, that a race, expofed to fuch infults 
and indigl)ities both from King and people, and who had fo uncertain an enjoy· 

. ment of their riches, would carry ufury to the gre.ate!l: extremities, and by their 
great profits make themfelves fame compenfation for their continued perils. 

Commerce muft be in a wretched condition where intereft was fo high, and 
where th,e foie proprietors of money were e.xpofed to fuch rapine and injuftice. 
But the bad police of the country was another obftacle to all improvements ; and 

rendered all communication dangerous, and all property precarious. The Chro
nicle of Dunftablc fays 11, that men during this reign were never fecure in their 

houfes, and tha't whole villages were often plundered by bands of robbers, tho' 
no civil wars prevailed in the kingdom. In I 249, fame years before the in fur· 
reCl:ion of the barons, two merchants of Brabant came to the King at Winchefler~ 
and told him, that they had been defpoiled of all their goods by certain robbers, 

«> M. Paris, p. 52 5. t M. Paris, p. 6o6. _ ~ M. Paris, p. x6o. § 1\1. Pa-
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Chap. XU. whom they knew, becaufe they faw their faces every ay in his court ; that H 

U7%o practices prevailed all over England, and travellers were every day robbed, bo n 

wounded and murdered ; that thefe crimes efcaped with impunity, becaufe the mi· 

nifters of juftice themfelves were in a confederacy with the robbers ; and that 

they for their part, inftead of bringing matters to a fruitlefs trial by law, were 

willing, tho' merchants, to try their caufe with the robbers by arms and a duel. 

The King, provoked at thefe abufes, ordered a jury to be inclofed, and to try the 

robbers: The jury, tho' confifting of twelve men of property in Hampfhire, 

were found to be alfo in a confederacy with the robbers, and acquitted them. 

Henry in a rage committed the jury to prifon, threatened them with fevere pu

nifhment, and ordered a new jury to be enclofed, who, dreading the fate of their 

fellows, at laft found a verdict againft the criminals. Many of the King's own hour-

old were difcovered to have participated in the guilt; and faid for their excufe,. 

that they received no wages from him, and were obliged to rob for a mainte

nance*. Knights and efquires, fays the Dictum of Kenelworth, who were robbers, 

if they have no land, jha/l pay the half of their goods, and find Ju.fficient fuurity to 

keep henceforth the peace of the kingdom. Such were the manners of the times! 

ONE can the lefs repine, during the prevalence of fuch manners, at the fraud$ 

and forgeries of the clergy; as it gives much lefs difturbance to fociety, to take 

mens money from them with their own confent, tho' by deceits and lies, than 

to raviih it by open force and violence. During this reign, the papal power was at 

its fummit,. and was even beginning infenfibly to decline, by reafon of the immea

furable avarice and extortions of the court of Rome, which difgufl:ed the clergy 

as well as laity in every kingdom of Europe. England itfelf, tho' funk in the 

deepefr abyfs of ignorance and fu perftition, had feriouily entertained thoughts of 

:fhaking off the papal yoke t ; and the Roman pontiff was obliged to think of 

new expedients for rivetting it fafter upon them. For this purpofe, Gregory IX. 

publilhed his decretals f, which are a collection of forgeries, favourable to 

the court of Rome, and confift of the fuppofed decrees of Popes in the firft 

centuries_ But thefe forgeries are fo grofs, and confound fo palpably all lan

guage, hiftory, chronology, and antiquities ; matters more ftubborn than any 

fpeculative truths whatever ; that even that church, which is not ftartled at the 

moft monftrous contradiCtions and abfurdities, has been obliged to abandon them 

o the critics., But in the dark age of the thirteenth century, they paired for 

ndifputed and authentic; and men, entangled in the mazes of this falfe litera

ure, joined to the philofophy, equally falfe, of the times, had nothing where-: 

• M. Paris, p. 509. t M. Paris, p. 42 J: :t Trevet, p. z 91. 
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withal to defend themfelves, but fome fmall remains of common fenfe, which 

paffed for profanenefs and impiety," and the indelible regard to felf-intereft, which, 

as it was the foie motive in the priefts for framing thefe impoftures, ferved alfo, 

in fome degree, to protect the laity againft them. 

ANOTHER expedient, devifed by the church of Rome in this period for fecur· 

ing its power, was the inftitution of new religious orders, and chiefly the Domi· 

nicans and Francifcans, who proceeded with all the zeal and fuccefs that attend 

no elties ; were better qualified to gain the populace than the old orders, now be

come rich and indolent; maintained a perpetual rivalfhip with each other in promot

ing their gainful fuperftitions ; and acquired a great dominion over the minds, and 

confequently over the purfes of men, by counterfeiting a defire of poverty and a 

contempt for riches. The quarrels, which a.rofe between thefe orders, lying ftill under 

the controul of the fovereign pontiff, never difturbed the peace of the church, and 

ferved only as a fpur to their induftry in promoting the common caufe; and 

tho' the Dominicans loft fome popularity by their denial of the immaculate con-

• ception, a point in hich th.ey warily engaged too far to be able to recede with 

honour, they counterballanced this difadvantage by acquiring more folid eftab

lifhments, by gaining the confidence of kings and princes, and by exercifing the 

juri{diction affigned them, of ultimate judges and punifhers of herefy. Thus, 

the feveral orders of monks became a kind of regular troops or garrifons of the 

Romifh church ; and tho' the temporal interefts of fociety, ftill more thofe of 

true piety, were hurt by their various devices to catch the populace, they proved 

the chief fupports of that mighty fabric of fuperftitian, and till the revival of 

roe learning, fee red · t from any dangerous invafion. 

Chap. XII. 
1272• 
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Cz'tz_,i/ adminijlration of the King--Conque.fl of Wales-4/fairs of 
Scotland-Competitors for the croum of Scotland-Riference to El
ward-Homage of Scotland-Award of Edrzvard in favour of Ba:. 
l£ol-1Var with France-D'grejjion concerning the conflitution of 
parlz'ament---War with Scotland--Scotland fubdued-War ~with 
France-Dff!en)ions with the dergy-Arbitrary meafures--

. Peace with France-Re~olt of Scotland-That kingdom agahz jitb .. 
dued-again revolts-is agcin Jubdued-Robert Bruce
'Third revolt of Scotland"--Death and charaeler of the King--

mijcellaneous tranfaelions of this 1eign .. 

Chap. XIII. T HE Englith were as yet fo little tnined to. obedience under a regular govern· 
1 272 • ment, that the death of almoft every Kmg, fince the Conquefr, had been 

attended with diforders; and the cound, refleCting on the recent civil wars, and 
on the animofities which naturally remain after thefe great convulfions, had rea!" 
fon to apprehend ve_ry dangerous confequences from the abfence of the fon and 
fucceffor of Henry. They therefore luftened to proclaim prince Ed ward, to 
fwear allegiance to him, and to fummor. the ftates of the kingdom, in order to 
provide for the public peace in this. important conjunCture*. Waiter Giffard, 

-l.tbifhop of York, the earl of Cornwa:, fon of Richard, King of the Romans, 
and the earl of Glocefter, were appointtd guardians of the kingdom, and pro. 
ceeded peaceably to the exercife of their authority, without either meeting with 
oppofition from any of the people, or Jeing difturbed with emulation and fac
tion among themfelves. The high cha1aCter acquired by Edward during the late 
commotions, his military g~nius, his ftccefs in fubduing the rebels, his modera
tion. in fettling the kingdom, had procued him great efreem, mixt with affec• 
tion, among all orders of men; and D) one could reafonably entertain hopes of 
making any advantage of his abfe.nce, or of raifing difturbance in the nation .. . 
The earl of Glocefter himfelf, whofe g~eat power, and turbulent fpirit, had ex~. 

dte.d 
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cited moft jealoufy, was forward :o give proofs of his allegiance; and any male- Ohap. xur. 
contents, who remained, being deititute of a leader, were obliged to remain in 127 2, 

fubmiffion to the government. 
Prince Edward had reached Sicily in his return from the Holy Land, when 

he received information of the death of his father ; and he difcovered a deep con
cern on this occafion. At the fame time, he learned the death of an infant fon., 
John, whom his princefs, Eleano· of Caitile, had born him at Acre in Palef
tioe; and as he appeared much l(fs affeCted with that misfortune, the King of 
Sicily expreffed a furprize at this difference of fentiment : B .. 1t was told by Ed,
ward, that the death of a fon w1s a lofs which he might hope to repair; the 
death of a father .was a lofs irrepanble * .. 

EowARD proceeded homeward!; but as he foon learned the quiet fettlement 
of the kingdom, he was in no ht:rry to take poffcffion of the throne, but fpent 
near a year in France, before he Iilade his appt>arance in England. ln his paf.- 127 . 

fage by Chalons in Burgundy, he was challenge i i y the prince of that country 
to .a towrnament which he. was pre?aring.; and as Ed 'ard ex elled in thefe tnartial 

nd dangerous exercifes., . the tne image of war, he declined not the oppor
tunity of acquiring honour and rmown, in that great affembly of the neighbour
ing nobles. But the image of war was here unfortunarely ~urned into the thing 
itfelf. Edward and his retinue \'ere fo fuccefsful in the joufts, that the. French 
knights, pr~voked at their fuperiuity, made a fericus attack upon them, which 
was repulf~d, and a g')od deal of b'ood was idly !bed in the quarrel t. This ren.
counter received the na 11e of the Ietty battle of Chalons. . 

EnwARD wen fron1 Chalons tc Pais,. and did homage to Philip for the do-: 
minions which he held in France~· He thence returned to Guienne, and gave a 
fettlement to that province, M~hicb V'v-as in fome confufion. 1-Ie made his journey 

1 274
" 

by land into England; in his pa[ge·he accommodated at Montreuil a difterer.ce 
with MargJret, ~ountefs of Fland:rs, heirefs of that territory§; he was receiv-: 
fd with joyf ·1 acclamations by his people, and was folemnly crow,ned at W ~ftmin~ 19th Auguft. 

fter _by Robe ·c, ~rchbifhop of Ca1terbury. 

THE King im 1ed· a"e]y 2.pplied himfelf to the re-eftabli!hment of his kingdom, Civil admini-. 

and to the correcting of thafe difonlers, which the civil corn motions and the loofe H~ation of the · 

adminiftration of h~s father ~ad irtroduced into every p~rt of government. The Kmg. 

plan of his policy was equally ge~erous and prudent. He confidered the great 
barons both as the immediate .rivds of the crown, and ~he oppreifors of the peo-

-
•· Walfingh. p. 44· Trevet, p. 240. t Walling. p. 44· Trevet, p. 241. M. Weft. p. 40~ 

:t' Wah1n. p. 4)· § Rymer, vol. z. P.· p, 33 
ple 2 
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Chap. xnr. ple; and he propofed by an exact diftribution of juftice, and a rigid execution df 

1 Z74· the law~, to give at once proteCtion to the inferior orders of the ftate, and to di

minilb the arbitrary powrr of the great, on which their dangerous authority was 

chiefly founded. Making it a rule of his own conduct to obferve, except on ex ... 

traordinary occaGons, the privileges fecured to them by the great charter, he 

acquired a right to infift upon their obfervance of the fame charter towards their 

vaffals and inferiors ; and he made the crown be regarded by all the gentry and 

commona1ty of the kingdom, as the great fountain of juftice, and the gene-

' 27). ral affylum againft oppreffion. Befides enaCl:ing feveral excellent ftatutes, in a 

16th Feb. parliament which he fummoned at WeftminO:er, he took care to infpeCl: the con-

duct of all his magiftrates and judges, to difplace fuck as were either negligent 

or corrupt, to provide them with fufficient force for the execution of juftice, to 

root out all bands and confederacies of robbers, and to reprefs thofe more filent 

robberies, which were committed either by the power of the nobles, or under the 

countenance of public authority. By this rigid adminiftration, the face of the 

kingdom was foon changed; and order and j1.1ftice took place of violence and op

preffion : But amidft the excellent inftitutions and public-fpirited plans of Ed

ward, there ftill appears fomewhat both of the feverity of his perfonal charaCter, 

and of the prejudices of the times. 

As the various kinds of malefactors, the mt:rderers, robbers, incendiaries, ravi 

ers, and plunderers, had become fo numerous and powerful, that the ordinary mini

fters of juftice, efpecially in the weftern counties, were afraid to execute the laws 

againft them, the King found it neceffary to provide an extraordinary remedy for 

the evil; and he erected for the punifhment of crimes a new tribunal, which, 

however ufeful, would have been deemed, in times of more regular liberty, a 

very great ftretch of illegal and arbitrary power. It confifted of commiffioners, 

who were empowered to enquire into diforders and crimes of all kinds, and 

to inflict the proper punifhments upon them. The officers, charged with 

this unufual commiffion, made their circuits throughout the counties of England 

moft infected with this evil, and carried terror into all thofe parts of the king

dom. In their zeal to punilh crimes, they did not fufficiently diftinguilh between 

the innocent and guilty ; the fmalleft fufpicion became the ground of accufation 

and trial; the flighteft evidence was received againft criminals; the prifons were 

crowded with malefatl:ors, real or pretended ; fevere fines were levied for fmall 

offences; and the King, tho' hi exhaufted revenue was fupplied by this expedient. 

found it neceifary to ftop the courfe of fo great rigour, and after terrifying and 
diffipating 
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oiffipating by this tribunal the g&ngs of diforderly people in England, he ·very Chap. XIIL 
prudent! a nulled the commiffion •; and never afterwards renewed it. l.tJS• 

· AMON{} the various diforders, to hich the kingdom was fubject, no one wa 

more univerfally complained of than the adulter tion of the coin; and as hi$ 
crime required more art than the Englifh of that age, who chiefly employed force 

and violence in their iniquities, wtre poffeffed of, the imputation fell chiefly upon 
the Jews t. Edward alfo feems to have indulged a fl:rong prepoffeffion againft 

that nation; and this ill-judged zeal for Chriftianity being naturally augmented 

by an expedition to the Holy Land, he let Joofe the whole rigour of his juftice 
againft this unhappy people. Two hundred and eighty of them were hanged at once 
for this crime in London alone, befides thofewho fuffered in other parts of th(t king

dom :t:. The houfes and lands, ( fo1 the Jews had of late ventured to make purchafes 
of that kind) as well as the goods of great multitudes, were fold and confifcated: 
And the King, left it 1hould be fu rpetl:ed, that the riches of the fufferers were the 

chief part of their guilt, ordered one half of the money, raifed by thefe confif-
, cations, to be fet apart, and beftowcd upon fuch as were willing to be converted 

to Chriftianity. But the refentrnent of their injuries was more prevalent over 
them, than the temptation from their poverty; and very few of them could be 
induced by intereft to embrace the religion of their perfecutors. The miferies 
of this people were not here terminated. Tho' the arbitrary talliages and exac
tions levied upon them, had yielded a conftant and a confiderabJe revenue to the 
crown; Edward, prompted by r.is zeal and rapacity, refolved fome time after§ 
to purge the kingdom entirely of th~t hated race, and to feize to himfelf at once 

their whole property as the reward of his labour 11· He left them only money fuf
ficient to bear their charges into foreign countries, where new perfecutions and 

extortions awaited them : But the inhabitants of the cinque ports, imitating the 
bigotry and avidity of their fovereign, defpoiled moft of them of this fmall pi -
tance, and even threw many of the Jews into the fea : A crime., for which the 

King, who was determined to be the fole plunderer in his dominions, inflicted 

a capital punifhment upon them. No lefs than fifteen thoufand Jews were at this 

time robbed of their effects and banifhed the kingdom : Very few of that nation 

have fince lived in England : And as it is impoffible for a kingdom to fub~ 
fift without lenders of money, and none will Fend without a con1penfation, the 
praCtice of ufury, as it w.as then called., was thenceforth exercifed by the Englifu 

• Spe1lman's Glofi: in verbo Trailbafton. But Spellman was either mifl:aken in piacing this corn 
miffion ·n the fifth year of the King, -or i: was renewed in 1305. See Rymer, vol. z. p. 96o. Tri
vet. p. 338. M. Weft. p. 450. t WaHin, p. 48. Heming, vol. 1. p. 6. :t T. Wykes, 
p. 107. § In the year 1290. 1J Walfin, p. 5 4• Heming, vol. 1. F· 20~ Trivet, p. z66. 
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t.hemfdves, upon their fellow-citiz~ns, or by Lo~bards and other foreigners. 
.It is very much:to be queftioned .whether the dealings of. thefe new ufurers were 
equally open and unexceptionable with thofe of the old. By a law of Richard, 
it was enaCted, that three copies lhould be made of eyery bond given to a Jew ; 
one to be put into the hands of a public magifl:rate, another into thofe of a man 
of credit, and a third to re·main :with the Jew himfelf *. But as the canon law, 
feconded by the municipal, permitted no Chriftian to receive intereft, all tranfac
tions of this kind muft, after the banifhrnent of the Jews, have become more fe
c;ret and ,clandeftine, and the lender, of confequence, be paid both for the ufe of 
his money., and for the infamy and danger which he incurred by lending it . 

• THE great poverty of the crown, tho' no excufe, was probably the caufe of 
this egregious tyranny exercifed againft the Jews; but Edward f'raEt~fed alfo other 

.rnore honourab 1·e means of remedying that evil. He employed a ftriB: frugality 
in the management and diftribution of his revenue: He engaged the parliament 
to vote him a fifteenth of all moveables ; the Pope to grant hitn the tenth of 
all ecclefiaftical revenues for three years ; and the merchants to confent to a per
petual impofition of half a mark on every fack of wool exported, and a m.ark 
en three hundred fkins. He alfo iffued commiffions to enquire into all encroach· 
ment$ on tbe royal demefne ; into the value of efcheats1 forfeitures, and warq. 
ihips; and into the means. of repairing .or improving every branch of the reve
nue t. The con1miffioners, in the execution of their office, began to carry mat
ters too far againfr the nobility, and to queftion the titles to eftates, which had 
.been tranfmitted from father to fon for feveral generations. Earl \Varrenne, who 
had done fuch eminent fervice in the 1a.te reign, being required to lhow his titles, 
:drew his fword ; and fubjoined, that William, the Nor man, had not conquered 
.,the kingdom for himfelf atone; his ance!l:or Wi!S a joint. adventurer in the caufe ; 
and he himfelf. was det~rmined to maintaiR what had from that period remained 
unq~1eftioned in his family. The Ki;ng, fenGble of the danger, very prudently 

. defifl:ed from making farther enquiries of this nature. 

1276. BuT tfi~ a.a~ve fpirit of E~.ward 'could rl?t long remain without employmerH. 
Conqueft of .. l-Ie foon, after undertook an enterprize m or. e fafe for himfdf, and more ad vantabae-
\Vales. · · ous to his peo~le. Lewellyn, prince _ of Wa]es, had been deeply engaged with the 

Mounfort factl'On ; had entered into all their confpiracies aoainft the crown; had 
frequently fought on their fide; and till 'the battle of Evefuam, fo fatal to that 
party, had employed every expedient to deprefs th~ royal caufe, and to promote 
.the fuccefs of the barons.. In the general accommodation, n1ade with the van-

* Trivet. p. 118. t Ann. Waverl. p. 235. . 
quifued, 
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uHhed, Lewellyn had alfo obtained his pardon ; but as he was the moll: power
ful, and therefore the moft obnoxious vaffal of the crown, he had reafon to en
tertain anxiety about his fituation, and to dread the future effects of refentment 
and jealoufy in the Englifh monarchs. For this reafon, he had determined to 

provide for his fecurity by maintaining a fecret correfpondence with his former 
affociates ; and he even made his addreffes to. a daughter of the earl of Leicefter, 

who was fent to him from beyond fea, but being intercepted in her paffage near 
the ifies of Scilly, was detained in the court of England *. This incident en
creafing the n1utual jealoufy between Edward and Lewellyn, the latter, when 

required to come to England, and do homage to the new King, fcrupled to 
put himfelf into the hands of an enemy, defired a fafe conduct from Ed

ward, infirted upon having the King's fon and other noblemen delivered to him 
as hoftages, and demanded, that his fpoufe fhould be previouily fet at liberty t. 
The King, having now brought the ftate to a full fettlement, was not difpleafed 

with this occafion of exercifing his authority, and fubduing entirely t_he principa~ 
lity of Wales. He refufed all Lewellyn's demands, except that of a fafe conduCl:; 
fent him repeated fummons to perform the duty of a vaffal ; levied an army to 
reduce him to obedie.cce; obtained a new aid of a fifteenth from parliament; and 
marched out with certain affurance of fuccefs againft the enemy. Befides the 

great difproportion of force between the kingdom and principality, the circumftances 
of the two fiates were now entirely reverfed ; and the fame inteftine diifentions, 

which had formerly weakened England, now prevailed in Wales, and had even 
taken place in the reigning family. David and Roderic, brothers to Lewellyn, 
had been difpoffeffed of their inheritance by that prince, had been obliged to have 
recourfe to the protection of Edward, and feconded with all their intereft, which 
was extenfive, his attempts to enflave their native country. The WeHh prince 
had no other refource but in the inacceffible fituation of his mountains, which 

had hitherto, thro' many ages, defended his forefathers againft all the attempts of 
the Saxon and Nor man conquerors ; and he retired among the hills of Snow
dun, refolute to defend himfelf to the laft extremity. But Edward equally 

vigorous and cautious, entering by the north with a formidable army, pierced 

into the heart of the country, and having carefully explored every road before 
him, and fecured every pafs behind him, approached the W elfh army in its laft 
retreat. He here avoided the putting to trial the valour of a nation, proud of its 
antient independance, and enflamed with animofity againft its hereditary enemies; 

and he trufted to the flow, but fure effeCts of famine, for reducing that people to 

• Walfin. p. 46, 47· Heming, vol. I. p. 5· Trivet, p. 248. t Rymer, vol. 2. p. 68. 
Walfin. p. 46.. Trivet. P· 247· 
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Chap. XIII. fubjection. The rude and fimp'e manners of the natives, as well as the moun-
1 277· tainous fituation of their country, haJ made them entirely 11egleB: tillage, and 

truft to pafturaae alone for their fubfiftance : A tnethod of life which had hither
to fecured then~ againft the irregular attempts of the Englifh, but expofed them 
to certain ruin, when the conqueft of the country was fteddily purfued, and pru
dently planned by Edward. Deftitute of magazines, cooped up in a narrow cor
ner, they and their cattle fuffered equally from famine; and Lewellyn, without 

being able to ftrike a ftroke for his independance, was at laft obliged to fubmit at 

19
th Nov. di[cretion, and receive the terms impofed upon him by the viCl:or *. He bound 

himfelf to pay to Edward soooo 1. as reparation of damages; to do homage to 
the crown of England; to permit all the other barons of Wales, except four near 
Snowdun, to fwear fealty to the fam~ crown; to relinquifh the country between 
Chtfhire and the river Conway ; to fettle on his brot~er Roderic a thoufand 
n1arks a year, and on David five hundred; and to deliver ten hoftages for fecurity 

of his future fubmiffion t. 
EnwARD, on the performance of the other articles, remitted to the prince of 

Wales the payment of the soooo l. :1:, which were ftipulated by treaty, and 
which, it is probable, the poverty of the country made it abfolutely impoffible 
for him to levy. But complaints of other hardfhips foon arofe on the fide of the 
vanqui!hed: The Englifh, infolent on their eafy and bloodlefs viCtory, oppreffed 
the inhabitants of the difrriCl:s which were yielded to them : The lords marchers 

committed with impunity all kinds of violence on their WeHh neighbours: New 
and more fevere terms were impofed on Lewellyn himfelf; and Edward, when 
the prince atteoded him at Worcefl:er, exaCted a promife that he would retain no 
perfon in his principality who fhould be dif'lgreeable to the Engli!h monarch §. 
There were other perfonal infults, which raifed the indignation of the Welfh, 

and made them determine rather to encounter a force, which they had alf'eady 

experienced to be fo much fuperior, than to bear any longer the oppreffion of 
the haughty victors. Prince David, feized with the national fpirit, made peace 

with his brother, and promifed to concur in the defence of public liberty. The 
vVelfh flew to arms; and Edward, not difpleafed with the occafion of makino
his conqueft final and abfolute, fummoned together all his military tenants, and 
advanced into "Vales with an army, which the inhabitants could not reafonably 
hope to refifr. The fituation of the country gave the Welfh at firfl: fome advan

tage over Luke de Tany, one of Edward's captains, who had paired the Menau 

* T. Wykes, P· 105. t Rymer, vol. 2. p. 88. Walfin. p. 47· Trivet. p. 251. T. Wykes, 
l'· 106~ :t Rymer, p. 92. § Dr. Po\Yell'~ Hift. of Wales, p. 344, 34)• 

with 
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with a detachme11t * : But Lewellen, being furprized by Mortimer, wa5 defeated Chap XIIL 

and flain in the aCtion, and 2000 of his followers put to the fword t. David, uSI. 

who fucceeded him in the principality, could never collect an army fufficient to 
face the Engli!h; and being chaced fron1 hill to hi11, and hunted from one re-
treat to another, was obliged to conceal himfelf under various difguifes, anc.f 
was at laft betrayed in his lurking-place to the enemy. Edward fent him in 
chains to Shrewfbury; and bringing him to a formal trial before all the peers of u8 3• 
England, ordered this fovereign prince to be hanged, drawn, and quartered, as a 
traitor, for defending by arms the liberties of his native country, together with 
his own hereditary authority :f:. All the Wel!h nobility fubmitted to the con-
queror; the laws of England, with the !heriffs and other minifters of juftice, were 
eftablifhed in that principality; and tho' it was long before national antipathies 
were extinguifhed, and a thorough union accomplifhed between the people, yet this 
important conqueft, which it had required eight hundred years fully to effectuate, 
was at !aft, thro' the abilities of Edward, compleated by the Englifh. 

THE King, fenfible that nothing kept alive the ideas of military valour and of 1 z84. 
ancient glory, fo much as the traditional poetry of the people, which, affifted by 
the power of mufic, and the jollity of feftiva1s, made deep impreffion on the 

· mind, of the youth, gathered together all the W eHh bards, and from a barba
rous, tho' not abfurd policy, ordered them to be put to death §. 

THERE prevails a vulgar ftory, which, as it fuits exaCtly the capacity of the 
monkifh writers, is carefully recorded by them: That Edward affemhling lhe 
Welfh, promifed to give them a prince of unexceptionable manners, a WeJfhman 
by birth, and one who could fpeak no other language. On their acclamations of 
joy, and promife of obedience, he invefted in the principality his fecond fon !:.cl
ward, then an infant, who had been born at Carnarvon. The death of his eldefr 
fon Alfonfo, foon after, made young Edward heir of the monarchy: The p in
cipality of Wales was fully annexed to the crown; and henceforth gives a title tG 
the eldeft fon of the kings of England. 

THE fettlement of Wales appeared fo complete to Edward, th 1t in Iefs than 1 zS S. 

two years after, he went abroad in order to make peace between Alphonfo, K10 o-

of Arragon, and Philip le Bel, who had newly fucceeded h1s father Philip 1~ 
Hardy in the throne of France 11· The difference between thefe two princes had 

* Walfm. p . 50. Heming, vol. 1. P·. 9· TJivet, p. 258. T. \Vykes, p. r ro. t Hcming, 
vol. 1 . p. 1 r. Tlivet, p. 257. Ann. Waverl. p. 235. t Heming, vol. I. p. 12. Tri·,.ret, p. 259-

nn. Waverl. p. 2J8. T. \Vykes, p. I I 1. l\1. Weft. p. 411. §Sir]. Wynne, p. 15. 11 Ry-
mer vol. z. p. 149, I so, l74· 
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Chap. XIII. arifen about the kingdom of Sicily, which the Pope, after his. hopes fro~ En~ 
l28. land failed him, had· beftowed on Charles, b;other to St. Lew1s, and whtch was 

claime8 upon other tit ~es, by Peter King of Arragon, father to Alphonfo. Ed
ward had powers from both princes to fettle the peace, and he fucceeded in his. 

endeavours ; but as the controverfy no wife regards England, we !hall not enter 

into a detail of it. He frayed abroad above three years; and on his return, found 

many diforders to have prevailed, both from open violence,. and from the corrup-

128g. 

tion o j uftice. 
THOMAS CHAMBERLAIN, a gentleman of fome note, had affembled feveral of 

his affociates at Bofton, in Lincolnfhire, under pretence of holding a tournament,. 
an exen::ife praCl:ifed by the gentry only; but in reality with a view of plundering the 
rich fair of Bofton, and robbing the merchants. 1-.o facilitate his purpofe, he pri
vately fet fire to the town; and while the inhabitants were employed in quenching, 
the flames, the confpirators broke into the booths, and carried off the goods. .. 
Chamberlain himfelf was detected and hanged ; but maintained fo fteddily the 
point of honour to his accomplices, that he could not be prevailed with, either 
by money or promifes, to difcover any of them. rYlany other inftances of rob· 
bery and violence broke out., in all parts of England ; tho' the fingular circum
il:ances, attending this confpiracy, have made it alone be particularly recorded 

by hiftorians *. 

BuT the corruption of the judges, by which the fountains of juftice were 

poifoned, feemed ftill of more dangerous confeq uence. Edward, in order to re
medy this prevailing abufe, fummoned a pcrliament, and brought the judges to 
a trial, where all of them, except two, who were clergymen, were convicted of 

this flagrant iniquity, were fined, and depofed from their office. The amount o£ • 
the fines levied upon them, is alone a fufficient proof of their guilt ; being above 
one hundred thoufand marks, an immenfe fum in thofe days, and fufficient tO' 

defray the charges of an expenfive war between two great kingdoms. The King, 

afterwards made all the new judges fwear, that they would take no bribes; but: 

his expedient, of depofing and fining the old ones, was the more effectual re

medy. 

WE come now to give an account of tbe affairs of Scotland, which form the· 

moft. interefting trarjfaction of this reign, and of fon1e of the fi fequent ; tho!) 
the mtercourfe of that kingdom with England, either in peace or war, had hi· 
therto produced fo fe.w events of moment, that to avoid tedioufnefs, we have· 

n1itted marry of then1, and have been very concife in relating the reft. If the 

~ Heming, vol. 1. p. 16,. 17. 
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Scots had, before this period, any real hiftory, worthy of the name, except what CLap. X I. 
JZ89. they pick up from fcattered paffages of the Englifh hifiorians, thefe events, how-

ever minute, yet being the only foreign tranfactions of the nation, might deferve 
a place in it. 

THo' the government of Scotland had been continually expofed to thofe fac ·· Aflair~ of 

tions and convulfions, which are incident to all barbarous, and to many civiliz- Scotland. 

ed nations; and tho' the fuccdlions of their Kingc;, the only part of their hifiory 
which deferves any credit, had been often difordered by irregularities and ufurpa-
tions ; the true heir of the royal family had ftill in the end prevailed, and Alex-
ander III. who had efpoufed Eciward's fifier, probably inherited, after a period 
of above eight hundred years, and thro' a fucceffion of males, the fcepter ·of all 
the Scottifu princes, who had governed the nation, fince its firft eftabliiliment in 
the ifland. This prince died in 1286 by a fall from his horfe at Kinghorn *,with-
out leaving any male iffue, and without any defcendants, except Margaret, born 
of Eric, King of Norway, and of Margaret, daughter of the Scottifh mor.arch. This. 
princefs, commonly called the maid of Jorway, tho' a £em:a~e, and an infant, 
and a foreigner, yet being the hwful heir of the k::.Jgdom, had, thro' her grand-
father's care, been recognized fucceifor by ~he ftates of Scotland t ; and on Alex-
ander's death, the difpofitions,. wh~~h had been previoufly made againft that event, 

~ appeared fo juft and prl.lclenr, that no diforders, as might naturally be apprehend
ed,_ en!u.ed in the kingdom. rviargaret was acknowledged queen of Scotland; 
Jive Guardians, the bifhops of ~t. Andrews and. Glafgow, the earls of Fife and 
Buchan, and J ames, fteward of Scotland, entered peaceably upon the adminiftra .. 
tion; and the infant princefs, under the proteCtion of Edward, her great uncle,, 
and Eric, her father, who exerted themfelves on this occafion, feemed firmly 
feated on the throne of Scotland. The Englifh monarch wa naturally engaged 
to build mighty projeCts on tnis event ; and having lately, by force of arms, 
brought Wales under fubjeetion, he attempted, by the marriage of Margaret 
with his eldeft fon, Edward, to unite the whole ifland into one monarchy, and 
thereby to give it full fecurity both againft domefiic convulfions and foreign in-
vafions. The amity, w hi eh had of late prevailed between the two- nations, and 1290• 

which, even in former times, h1d never been interrupted by any violeflt wars or 
injuries, facilitated extremely the executi<'n of this project, fo favourable to the 
happinefs and grandeur of botn kingdoms ; and the ftates of Scotland readily 
gave th""ir affent to the Englifh propofals; and even agreed, that their young fo-
vereign lhould be educated in the court of Edward. Anxious, however, for 
he liberty and independancy of their country, they took care to ftipulate very 

• Heming. voL 1. p. 2XJ• Trevet. p. 267. t Rymer, vol. 2. p. ~66. 
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Chap. XIII. equitable conditions, ere they e.1trufted themfelves into the hands of fo great and 
129°· fo ambitious a monarch ; that they ihould enjoy all their antient laws, liberties, and 

cufroms; that in cafe young E dward and Margaret ihould die without iffue, the 

crown of Scotland fhodd revert to the next heirs, and ihould be inherited by them 

free and independent; that the tnilitary tenants of the crown ihould never be 
obliged to go out of Scotland, in order to do homage to the fovereign of the unit

ed kingdoms, nor the chapters of cathedral, colltgiate or conventual churches, 

in order to make eleCtions ; that the parliaments, fummoned for Scots affairs, 

ihould always be held within the bounds of that kingdon1; and that Edward 

ihould bind himfelf, under the penalty of I oo,ooo marks, payable to the Pope 

for the ufe of the holy wars, to obferve all thefe articles*. It is not eafy to con

ceive that two nation:> could have treated more on a footing of equality than Scot

land and E 1gland maint-1ined during the courfe of this whole tranfaction : And 
tho' Edward gave his affent to the article, concerning the future independancy of 

the Scottifu crown, with a faving of his former rights; this referve gave no alarm 
to the nobility of Scotland, both becaufe thefe rights, having been hitherto little 

heard of, had occafioned no difturbance, and becaufe the Scots had fo near a 

profpect of feeing them entirely abforbed in the rights of their fove.reignty. 

1291. BuT this project, fo happily formed and fo amicably conduCl:ed, failed of fuc-
cefs, by the fudden death of the Norvegian princefs, who expired on her paffage 
to Scutland t, and left a very difmal profpect to the kingdom. Tho' diforders 

were for the prefent obviated by the authority of the regency formerly eftabliihed, 

~ompetitors the fucceffion of the crown itfelf was now become an ohject of difpute; and the 

~of ~~~tf~~Jn regents could not expect, that a controverfy, which is not ufually decided by rea
fon and argument alone, would be peaceably fettled by them, or even by the 
ftates of the kingdom, amidft fo many powerful pretenders. The pofterity of 
William, King of Scotland, the prince, who was taken prifoner by Henry II. 
being all extinCt by the death of Margaret of Norway ; the right to the crown 
was devolved on the line of David, earl of Huntington, brother to William, 

whofe male line, being alfo extinCt, left the fucceffion open · to the poftericy of 

his daughters. The earl of Huntington had three daughters; Margaret, married 
to Alan lord of Galloway, !fabella, wife of Robert Brus or Bruce, lord of Annan

dale, and Adama> who efpoufed Henry lord Haftings. Margaret, the eldeft of 

the three fifrers, left one daughter, Devergilda, married to John B.1liol, by whom 

fue had a fon of the fame name, one of the prefent candidates for the crown: 

lfabella 11. bore a fon, Robert Bruce, who was now alive, and alfo infifted on his 

• Rymer, vol. z. p. 48z. 
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claim : Adama Ill. left a fon, John Hafrings, who pretended that the king. 
dom of Scotland, like many other inheritances, was divifib 1e among the three 
daughters of the earl of Huntington, and that he, in the right of his mother, 
had a title to the third of it. Baliol and Bruce united againft Haftings, in main-
taining that the fucceffion to the crown was impartiole ; but each of them, fup_ 
ported by pla 1fible reafons, afferted the preference of his own title. Baliol was 
fprung from the elder branch; Bruce was one degree nearer the corn m on flock: 
If the nght of reprefentation was regarded, the former had the better claim: If 
propinguHy was confidered, the latter was entitled to the preference * : The fen
timents of men were divided : All the nobility had taken party with one fide or 
the othtr: The people followed implicitely their leaders: The two candidates 
themftlves had great power and numerous retainers in Scotland : And it is no 
wonder, that among a rude people, more accuftomed to arms than enured to 
laws, a controverfy of this nqture, which could not be decided by any former 
precedent among them, and which is capable of exciting commotions in the moft 
legal and befi: ellablilhcd governments, ibould threaten the flate with the mofl: 
fat.:tl convulfions. · 

Chap. XIII • • 
I 291. 

EAcH age has its peculiar mode in conduCting bufinefs; and men, guided more 
by cuftom than by reafon, follow, without enquiry, the manners, which are pre .. 
valent in their own time. The prefent praCtice, in the controverfies between 
ftates and princes, feems to have been to choofe a foreign prince, as an egua} 
arbiter, by whom the queftion was decided, and whofe fentence prevented thofe 
difmal confufions and diforders, infeparable at all times from war, but which · 
were mult1plted an hundred fold, and difperfed into every corner, by the nature of 
the feudal governments. It was thus that the Englifh king and barons, in the 
forgoing reign, had endeavoured to compofe their domeftic diffenfions by a re
ference to the King of France; and the celebrated integrity of that monarch had 
prevented aJl the bad effects, which might naturally have been dreaded from fo 
perilous an expedient. It was thus, that the kings of France and Arragon, and 
afterwards other princes, had fubmitted their controverfies to Edward's judg
n1ent; and the remotenefs of their ft-1tes, the great power of the princes, and the 
little intereft, which he had on either fide, had induced him to acquit himfelf 
with honour in his decifions. The parliament of Scotland, therefore, threatened ' 

· h f · · ·1 d 1 b h . Reference to Wit a unous CIVI war, an a lured y t e great reputatiOn of the Englifh mo· Edward. 

narch, as well as by the prefent amicable correfpondence between the kingdoms, 
agreed in making a reference to Edward; and Frafer, biihop of St. Andrews, 
~ith other deputies, was fent to notify to him their refolution, and to claim his 

! Heming. vol. 1. p. 36. 
good 
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Chap. XIII. good offic~s in the prefent dangers to which they were expo fed *. His inclina-
1291· tion, they flattered themfelves, led him to prevent their diffenfions, and to in

terpofe with a power, which none of the candidates woulJ dare to withftand: 
When this expedient was propofed by one party, the other dee1ned it dangerous 

, to objeCt to it: Indifferent perfons thought that the imminent perils of a civil 
war would thereby be preve!1red : And no one refleCted on the ambitious cha
racter of Edward, and the almoft certain ruin, which mufl: attend a fmall 

ftate, divided by faCtions, when it thus itnplicitely fubmits itfelf to the will of fo 

power ul and encroaching a neighbour. 

Homage of THE temptation was too ftrong for the virtue of the Englifh monarch to re-
Scotland. fill. He propofed to lay hold of the prefent favourable opportunity, and if not 

to create, at leaft to revive, his claim of a feudal fuperiority over Scotland; a 

claim which had hitherto la· n in the deepeft obfcurity, and which, if ever it had 

been an objeCt of attention, or had been fo much as fufpecred, would have ef

feCtually prevented the Scottifh barons from choofing him for an arbiter. He 
well knew, that, if this pretenfion was once fubmitted to, as it feemed difficult 
in the prefent fituation of Scotland to oppofe it, the abfolute fovere ignty of that 
kingdom, (which had been the cafe with Wales) would foon follow; and that 
one great vaffal, cooped up in an ii1and with his liege lord, without refource 
from foreign powers, without aid from any fellow vaffals, could not long main
tain his dominions againft the efforts of a mighty kingdom, affifted by all 
the cavils which the feudal law afforded . his fuperior againft him. In purfuit of 
this great objeCt, very advantageous to England, perhaps in the end no lefs be
neficial to Scodand, but extremely unjuft and iniquitous in itfelf, Edward bufied 

himfelf in fearching for proofs of his pretended fuperiority ; and inftead of looking 

into his own archives, which, if his claim t1ad been real, muft have afforded him 

numerous records of the homages paid by the Scottifh princes, and could alone 

yield him any authentic tefrimony, he made all the monafteries be ranfacl ed 

for old chronicles and hiftories wrote by Englifhn1en, and he colleCted all the 

paffages, which feemed any wife to favour his pretenfions t. Yet even in this 

method of proceeding, which muft have difcovered to himfelf the injuftice of his 
claim, he was far from b ing fortunate. He began his proofs from the time of 
Edward the elder, and c tinued them thro' all the Saxon and Norman times . . ' 
but produced nothing to his purpofe :f:. The whole amount of his authorities 

during the Saxon period, when ftripped of the bombaft and inaccurate ftyle of 

the monks, is, that the Scots had fometimes been defeated by the Engliih, had 

Heming. vol. 1. p. 3 1. t Wa1fing. p. 55· :1: Rymer. vol. 2. p. 559· 
received 
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received peace on di(advantageous terms, had made fubmiffions to the Engldh Chap. XIII. 
monarch, and had even perhaps fallen into fome dependance on a power, which 12911 

was fo much fuperior, and which they had not at that time fufficient force to re-
fift. His authorities from the orman period were, if poffibJe, frill lefs conclu-
five : The hiftorians indeed maKe frequent mention of an homage paid by the nor-
thern ~otentate ; but no one of th~m fays that it was done for his kingdom, and 
feveral of them declare, in exprefs terms, that it was relative on]y to the fiefs 
which he enjoyed fouth of the Tweed*; in the fame manner, as the King of Eng-

~ land himfelf fwore fealty to the French monarch, for the fiefs, which he inhe
rited in France. And to fuch fcand1lous fhifts was Edward reduced, that he 
quotes a paffage from Hoveden t, wh(re it is afferted, that a Scottifh King had 
done h:>mage to England ; but he purpofely omits the latter part of the fame fen
tence, which expreffes that this prince did homage for the lands, which he held 
in England. 

WHEN William, King of Scotland, was taken prifoner in the battle of Aln
wic, 1 ~ was obliged, for the recovery of his liberty, to fwear fealty to the vic
tor fm his crown itfelf. The deed was performed according to all the rites of 
the feudal law: The record was preferved in the Englifu archives, as well as 
menticned by all the hiftorians : But as it is the only one of the kind, and as hifto
rians fpeak of this fuperiority as a great acquifition gained by the fortunate arms 
of Henry II. t there can remain no doubt, that the kingdom of Scotland was, . 
iM all furmer periods, entirely free and independent. Its fubjeCl::ion continued a 
very few years : King Richard, deGrous, before his departure for the Holy Land, 
to conciliate the friendfhip of William, renounced that homage, which he fays 
in exprefs terms, had been extorted by his father ; and he only retained the ufual 
homage, which had been done by the Scotti.!h princes for the lands, which they 
held ir. Eng! 'ld. 

Bu1 tho' this tranfaClion rendered the independance of Scotland fiill more un. 
queftionable, than if no fealty had ever been fworn to the Englifh crown; the 
ScottiJh Kings, apprized of the point aimed at by their powerful neighbour:, 
feem br a long time to have retained fome jealoufy on tha head, and in doino
homage, to have anxioufiy obviated ail fuch pretenfions. \V hen WiJliam in I 200 

did homage to John at Lincoln, he was careful to infc t a falvo for his royal dig· 
nity §: When Alexander liT. fent affiftance to his father in la\\, Henry III. dur
ing the barons wars, he previoufiy procured an acknowJeJg~.lent, that this aid 

* Hoveden, P· 4QZ, 66z. M. Pari~, P· 109· M. \i Tcfim. P· zs6. 
lib.~ 2. cap. 4· Knyghton, p. 2392. § Hovcden, p. S 1 1. 
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was only granted from friendfhip, not from any right claimed by the Englifh 
monarch* : And when the fame prince was invited to affift at the coronation of 
this very Edward, he declined attendance_, dtl he received a like acknowledg-

ment f. BuT 

~ Rymer, vol. 2. p. 844· 
t Rymer, vol. 2. p. 216, 845· There cannot be the leaft queil:ion, that the homage ufually paid. 

by the kings of Scotland was not for their crown, but for fome other territory. The only quefiion re
mains, what that territory was ? It was not always for the earldom of Huntington, nor the honour of 
Penryth ; becaufe we find it fometimes done at a time when thefe poffeffions were not in the hands of 
the kings of Scotland. It is probable, that the homage was performed in general terms without any 
particular fpecification of territory; and this inaccuracy had proceeded either from fome difpute be
tween the two kings about the territory and fome oppofite claims, which were compromifed by the 
general homage~ or from the fimplicity of the age, which employed few words in every tranfatlion. 
To prove this we need but look into the letter of King Richard, where he refigns the homage of 
Scotland, referving the ufual homage. His words are, St:epedillus W. Rex ligius homo nojier decveniat de 

cmnihus terriJ de quihus tmtecejfores foi antecejforum nojirrJrum ligii homenes fuerunt, et nohis atque ht:eredi

hus nojlris fideletatemjurarunt. Rymer, vol. 1. p. 65. Thefe general terms we1:e probably copied 

from the ufual form of the homage itfelf, 
It is no proof that the kings of Scotland polfeifed n() lands nor baronies in England, becaufe we can-

not find them in the imperfeCt hiftories and records of that age. For inftance, it appears clearly from 
another paffage of this very letter of Richard, that the ScottHh King had lands both in the county of 
Huntington and elfewhere in England; tho' the earldom of Huntington itfelfwas then in the perfon of 
his brother, David; and we know at prefent of no other baronies, which William held. It cannot be 
expected that we fhould now be able to fpecify all his fees which he either polfelfed or claimed in Eng
land ; when it is probable that the two monarchs themfelves and their minifters, would at that very 

time have differed in the lift: The Scotti!h King might pofiHs fome to which his right was difputed ;. 

l1e might claim others, which he did not poifefs: And neither of the kings was willing to refign his. 

p retenfions by a particular enumeration. 

A late author of great induftry and learning, but full of prejudices, and of no penetration, Mr. 

Carte, has taken advantage of the undefined terms of the Scots homage, and has pretended that it was 
done for Lothian and Galloway, that is, all the territories of the country now called Scotland, lying 
fouth of the Clyde and Forth. But to refute this pretenfion at once, we need only confider, that if 
thefe territories were held in fee of the Englifh Kings, there would, by the nature of the .feudal law 
as eftablifhed in England, have been continual appeals from them to the courts of the lord Paramont; 
contrary to all the hiftories and records of that age. We find, that, as foon as Edward really eftablilh
ed his fupeiiority, appeals immediately commenced from all parts of Scotland:. And that King, in his 

writ to the king's bench, confiders them as a necelfary confequence of the feudal tenure. Such large 
territories alfo would have fupplied a confiderable part of th~ Englifh armies, which never could have 
efcaped all the hiftorians. Not to mention that there is not any inftance of a Scots prifoner of war 
being tried as a rebel, in the many hoftilities between the kingdoms, where the Scots armies were 
chiefly filled from the fouthern counties. 

MR. Carte's nction with regard to Galloway, which comprehends, in the language ofthat age, or
rather in that of the pre~eding, moi. of the fou~h weft counties of s,otland; his notion, I fay, refts 

on 
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BuT as all thefe reafons, (and ftronger could not be produced) were but a feeble Chap. XII • 

rampart againfl the power of the fword, Edward, carrying with him a great army, u91' 
which 

on fo flight a foundation, that it fcarce merits being refuted. He will have it (and merely becaufe he 

will have it) that the Cumberland, yielded by King Edmund to Malcolm I. meant not only the coun .. 
ty in England of that name, but all the territory northwards to the Clyde. But the cafe of Lothian 
Qeferves fome more confideration. 

·IT is certain, that in very antient language, Scotland means only the country north of the firths ot 
Clyde and Forth. I fhall not make a parade of literature to prove it; becaufe I do not find that this 
point is difputed by the Scots themfelves. The fouthern country was divided into Galloway and Lo
thian; and the latter comprehended all the fouth eaft counties. This territory was certainly a part of 

the antient kingdom of Northumberland, and was entirely peopled by Saxons, who afterwards receiv
ed a great mixture of Danes among them. It appears from all the Englilh hiil:ories, that the whole
kingdom of Northumberland paid very little obedience to the Saxon monarchs, who governed after 
the diifolution of the heptarchy; and the northern and remote parts of it feem to have fallen into a 
kind of anarchy, fometimes pillaged by the Danes, and fometimes concurring with them in their ra
vages upon other parts of England. The kings of Scotland, lying nearer them, took at lafr po!reffion 
of the country, which had fcarce any government, and we are told by Matthew ofWeftminil:er, p. 193· 
that King Edgar made a grant of the territory to Kenneth Ill. that is, he refigned claims, which 
he could not make elfeaua1, without beLlowing on them more trouble and expence than they were 
worth: For thefe are the only grants of provinces made by kings; and fo ambitious and aaive a prince 
as Edgar would never have given prefents of any other kind. Tho' Matthew ofWefrminfter's autho

tity may appear fmall with regard to w remote a tranfaaion; yet we may admit it in this cafe, be

caufe Ordericus Vitalis, a very good authority, tells us, p. 701. that Malcolm acknowledged to Wil
Iiam Rufus, that the conqueror had confirmed to him the former grant of Lothian. But it follows not, 
becaufe Edgar made this fpecies of grant to Kenneth, that therefore he exaaed homage for that terri
tory. Homage and the whole rites of the feudal law were very little known to the Saxons; and we 

may alfo fuppofe, that the claim of Edgar was fo antiquated and weak, that in refigning it, he made 
no very valuable conceffion, and Kenneth might well refufe to hold by fo precarious a tenure a terri
tory, which he at prefent held by the fword. In fhort, no author fays, he did homage for it. 

THE only colour indeed of authority for Mr. Carte's notion is, that Matthew Paris, who wrote in 

the reign of Henry III. before Edward's claim of fuperiority was heard of, fays that Alexander Ill. did 

homage to Henry III. pro Laztdiano et aliis terris. See page 55 5. This word feems naturally to be 
interpreted Lothian. But in the firft place, Matthew Paris's teil:imony, tho' confiderable, will not 

outweigh that of all the other hiftorians, who fay that the Scots homage was always done for lands 

in England. Secondly, if the Scots homage was done in general terms (as has been already proved) 
it is oo wonder that hiftorians fhould dilfer in their account of the object of it, fince the parties them
felves were not fully agreed. Thirdly, there is reafon to think that Lauditznum in Matthew Paris does 

not mean Lothian in Scotland. There appears to have been a territory, \Vhich antiently bore that or a 
fimilar name, in the north of England. For (I) The Saxon Chronicle, p. 197. fays that Malcolm 
Kenmure met William Rufus in Lodene in England. (z) It is agreed by all the hiftorians, that Hen
ry II. only reconquered from Scotland the northern counties of Northumberland, Cumberland, and 

Weil:morland. See Newbriggs, p. 383. Wykes, p. 30. Hemingford, p. 492. Yet the fame coun
try is called by other hifrorians Loidis, comitatus Lodonenfis, or fome fuch nc.me. See M. Paris, p. 
68. M. Well:. p. 247. Annal. Waverl. p. 159· and Diceto, p 53 I. (,) This la. menti ned author, 
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which was to enforce his proofs, advanced to the frontiers, and invited the Scots 
parliament and all the competitors to attend him in the caftle of N rhan ., a place
fituated on the fo uthern banks of the Tweed, in order to determin hat caufe, 
which had been referred to his arbitration . But tho' this deference fetmed due 
to fo great a mona1 r.h, and was no more than what his father and tht Engliil1 
barons had, in fimila~ circumftances, paid_ to Lewis IX. the King, care , ul not to 
give umbrage, and determined never to produce his claim, till it ihould be too 
late to think of oppofition, fent the Scotti!h barons an acknowledgement, that, tho'' 
at this time they pa!fed the frontiers, fuch a ftep ihouid never be drawn into pre· 
cedent, ·nor afford the Englifh kings a pretence for exacting a like fubmifiion 
in any future tranfattions *. When the whole Scottifh natwn had thus unwari
ly put themfelves in his power, Edward opened the conferences at Norham; 
and informed the parliament, by the mouth of Roger le Braban~on, his chief j uf .. 
ticiary, that he was come thither to determine the right among the competitors 
to their crown; that he was determined to do ftriet jufl:ice to all parties ; and 
that he was in titled to this authority, not in virtue of the reference made to him, 
but in the quality of fuperior and liege lord of the kingdom t. He then pro
duced his proofs of this fuperiority, which he pretended to be unqueftionable, 
and he required of them an acknowledgment of it; a demand, which was fu
perfluous if the fact was already known and avowed, and which plainly betrays 
Edward's confcioufnefs of his lame and defective title. The Scots parliament 
were aftonilhed at fo new a pretenfion, and anfwered only by their filence. But 
the King, in order' to maintain the appearance of free and regular proceedings, 

when he fpeaks of Lothian in Scotland, calls it Loheneis, p. 57 4· tho' he had called the Englifh ter
ritory Loidis. (4) King David's charter to the church of Durham, begins with this paifage. Omni
bus Scotis & Anglis, lam in Scotia, quam in Ledoneis cor.Jlitutis, &c. See Spellman Glofs. in verbo Sea· 
tia. Whence we may learn, that the province of Lodoneium was not only fituated fouth of the Tweed, 
but alfo extended beyond Durham, and made a part of England. 

I thought this long note requifite in order to correa Mr. Carte's mifiake, an author whofe dili" 
gence and indufiry has given light to many pafiages of the more antient Englifu hifiory. 

• Rymer, vol. 2. p. 539, 845· Walfing. p. s6. 

t Rymer, vol. 2. p. 543· It is remmkable that the Englifh chancellor fpoke to the Scots pari' a~ 
ment in the French tongue. This was alfo the language commonly ~ade ufe of Ly all parties on that 
<>cca:fion. Ibid. paffim. The moft confiderable of the Scots, as well as almoft all the Englilh barons, 
were of French origin ; they valued themfelves upon it; and pretended to defpife the language and man_ 
ners of the i!land. It is difficult to account for the fettlement of fo many French families in Scotland, 
the Brur~s, Baliols, St. Clairs, Somervilles, Gordons, Frafers, Cummins, Colvilles, Umfrevilles, 
Mowbrays, f!a~s, Ma~l~s~ who were not fuppOited there as in England, by the power of the f,vord. 
But the fupenonty of ClVlhty and knowled&e, however fmall, <>ver total ignorance and barbarifm, is 
prodigious. 

de fired 
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efired them to remove into their own country, to deliberate upon his claim, to Chap . XIIL 
~xamine his proofs, te propofe all their objeCtions, and then to inform him of 1291• 

1eir refolutions = And he appointed a plain at U pfetleton, on the northern 
banks of the Tweed, for that purpofe. 

WHEN the Scottifh barons a.ffembled in this place, tho' moved with indignation 
at the injuflice of this unexpected claim, and at the fraud with wh;ch it had been 
condutled, they found themfelves betrayed into a Gtuation, in which it was im
poffible for them to make any defence for the ancient liberty and independance 
of their country . . The King of England, a martial and politic prince, at the 
head of a po verful army, lay at a very fmall diftance, and was only feparated 
rom them by a river fordable in many places. Tho'· by a fudden flight fome of 

the1n might themfelves be able to n1ake their efcape; what hopes could they 
en ertain of fecuring the kingdom againft his future enterprizes? Without a head,. 
without union among themfelves, attached all of them to different competitors, 
whofe title they had raihly fubmitted to the decifion of this foreign ufurper, and 
who were thereby reduced to an abfolute dependance upon him; . they could only 
expeCt by refiftance to entail on themfelves and their pofterity a more grievous 
and more deftruB:ive fervitude. Yet even in this defperate ftate of their affairs, 
the Scottifh barons, as we learn from Walfingham * ,- one of the beft hiftorians 
of that period, had the courage to reply, that till they had a King, they could 
take no refolution on fo n1omentuous a point : The journal of King Edward 
fays, that they made no anfwer at all t : That is, perhaps, no particular anfwer 
or objection to Edward's claim : And by this folution it is poffible to reconcile 
the journal with the hiftorian. The King, therefore, intetpreting their filence as 
a confent, addre!fed himfelf to the feveral competitors, and previoufiy to his pro
nouncing fentence, required their acknowledgement of his fuperiority. 

IT is evident from the genealogy of the royal family of Scotland, that there 
could only be two quefl:ions about the fucceffion, that between Baliol and Bruce 
on the one hand, and lord Haftings on the other, concerning the partition of the 
crown ; and that between Baliol and Bruce themfelves, concerning the preference of 
their refpcCl:ive titles, fuppo!ing the kingdom indivi!ible: Yet there appeared on 
this occafion no lefs than nine claimants be !ides, who challenged the crown ; John 
Comyn or Cummin Lord of Badenoch, Florence earl of Holland, Patrick Dun
bar earl of March, William de Vefcey, Robert de Pynkeni, Nicholas de Soules, 
Patrick Galythly, Roger de Mandevil~, Robert de Rofs; not to mention the 

* Page 56. M. Weft. p . 436. It is faid by Hemingforci, vol. 1. p. 33· that the King menaced 
v.iolcntly the Scots barons, and forced them to compliance, at leaft to filence. t F.ymer, vol. 2, 

P· 5.'\s·. 

king 
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Chap. xnr. King of Norway, who claim~d as heir to his daughter Margaret *. Som~ of 
1 z9 1. thefe competitors were defcended from more remote branches of the royal family; 

others were even fprung from illegitimate children; and as none of them had 
the leaft pretence of right, it is natural to conjeCture, that Edward had fecretly 
encouraged thetn to appear in the lift of claimants, that he might fow the more 
di vifions amoag the Scottiih nobility, make the caufe appear the more intricate, 
and be able to choofe, among a great number, the moft obfequious candidate. 

BuT he found them all equally obfequiot.is on this occafion t. Robert Bruce 
was the firft who acknowledged Edward's right of fuperiority over Scotland; 
and he had fo far forefeen the King's pretenfions, that even in his petition, where 
he fet forth his claim to the crown, he had previou!ly applied to him as liege-lord 
of the kingdom; a ftep which was not taken by any of the other candidates :f;. 
They all, however, with feeming willingnefs made a like acknowledgement when 
required ; tho' Baliol, left he fhould give offence to the Scots nation, had taken 
care to be abfent during the firft days; and he was the laft who recognized the 
King's title §. Ed ward next deliberated concerning the method of proceeding 
in the difcuffion of this great controverfy. He appointed, that Baliol and fucli 
of the candidates as adhered to him, fuouid choofe forty comn1iffioners ;. Bruce 
and his adherents other forty: To thefe the King added twenty-four Englilhmen: 
And he ordered thefe hundred and four commiffioners to examine the caufe de1i
b_erately among themfelves, and make their report to him 11 : And he promifed 
in the enfuing year to give his determination. Mean while, he pretended, that it 
was requifite to have all the fortrelfes of Scotland delivered into his hands, in 
order to enable him, without oppofition, to put the true heir in polfeffion of the 
crown ; and this exorbitant demand was complied with, both by the ftates and -
the candidates +· The governors alfo of all the caftles iml!lediately refigned their 
command ; except U mfreville earl of Angus, who refufed, without a formal 
acquittal from the parliament and the feveral claimants, to furrender his fortreffes to 
fuch a domineering arbiter, who had given to Scotland fo many juft reafons of 
fufpicion *. Before this affembly had broke up, which had fixed fuch a mark of 
dHhonour on the nation, all the prelates and barons there prefent fwore fealty to 
Edward; and that prince appointed commiffioners to take a like oath of all the 
other barons and perfons of difrinCl:ion in Scotland t. 

• Walfin. p. 58. t Rymer, vol. z. p. 529, 545· WaHin. p. 56. Heming. vol. 1. p. 33, 
34· Trivet. p. z69. M. Weft. p. 4' 5· t Rymer, vol. z. p. 577, 578, 579· § Rymer, 
vol. z. p. 546. U Rymer, vol. z. p. 5 55, 5 56. + Rymer, vol. z. p. 5 29. Walfin, 
P· s6, 57· • Rymer, vol. z. P· 53 I. t Rymer, vol. z. P· 573· 
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THE King, having finally made, as he imagined, this important acquifition, 
left the commiffioners to fit at Berwick, and examine the titles of the feveral 
candidates, who claimed the precarious crown, which Edward was willing for 
fome time to allow the lawful heir to enjoy. He went fouthwards, both in order 
to affift at the funerals of his mother, ~een Eleanor, who died about this time~ 
and to compofe fome differences which had arifen among his principal nobility. 
Gilbert earl of Glocefter, the greateft baron of the kingdom, had efpoufed the 
King,s daughter ; and being elated by that alliance, and ftill more by his own 
exorbitant power, which, he thought, fet him above the laws, he permitted his 
bailiffs and vaffals to commit violences on the lands of Humphrey Bohun earl 
of Hereford, who retaliated the injury by like violences. But this was not a 
reign in which fuch illegal proceedings could pafs with impunity. Edward pro
cured a fentence againft the two earls, committed them both to prifon, and would 
not reftore them to their liberty, till he exacted a fine of 1090 n1erks fron1 Here
ford, and one of xo,ooo from his fon-in-law. 

Chap. XIII. 
1 291· 

DuRING this interval, the titles of John Baliol and ofRobert Bruce, whofe claims 129%. 

appeared to be the beft founded among the competitors to the crown of Scotland, 
were the fubject of general difquificion, as well as of debate among the commif-
fioners. Edward., in order to give greater authority to his intended decifion, 
propofed this general queftion both to the affemb1y, and to all the celebrated 
lawyers in Europe; Whether a perfon defcended from the eldeft fifter, but far-
ther removed by one degree, was preferable in the fucceffion of kingdoms, fiefs, 
and other impartible inheritances, to one defcended from the younger fifter, but 
one degree nearer the common ftock ? This was the true ftate of the cafe ; a.nd 
the right of reprefentation had now gained fuch ground every where, that an uni ... 
form anfwer was returned to the King in the affirmative. He therefore pronounced 
fentence in favour of Baliol ; and when Bruce, upon this difappointment, joined 
afterwards lord Haftings, and claimed a third of the kingdom, which he now 
pretend~d to be divifible, Edward, tho' the interefts of his ambition feemed more Award ofEd
to reqmre the partition of Scotland, again pronounced fentence in favour of Ba- wardinfavour 

Jiol. That candidate, upon renewing his oath of fealty to England, was put in of Baliol. 

poffeffion of the kingdom • ; all his fortreffes were reftored to him t; and the 
conduct of Edward, both in the deliberate folemnity of the proceedings, and in 
the juftice of his award, was fo far unexceptionable. 

HAD the King entertained no other view than that of eftabli1hing his fuperiori
ty over Scotland, too' the iniquity of that claim was apparent, and was aggra-

• Rymer, vol. 2. p. 590, 591, 593, 6oo. 
! 

t Rymer, vol. z. p. 590 
vated 
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vated by the moit egregious breach of truft, he· might have fiJ:ed his pretenfion!, 
and have left that important acquifition to his pofterity: But he immediately pro
ceeded in fuch a manner, as made it apparent, that, not contented with thi · ufurpa· 
tion, he aimed alfo at the abfolute fovereignty and dominion of the kingdom. 
Inftead of gradually enuring the Scots to bear the yoke, and exerting his rights 
of fuperiority with moderation, he encouraged all appeals to England ; require_d 
King John himfelf, by fix different fummons on trivial occafions, to come to Lon
don * ; refufed him the privilege of defending his caufe by a procurator; and 
obliged him to appear at the bar of his parliament as a private perfon f. Thefe 
humiliating demands were hitherto quite unknown to a King of Scotland_: They 
are however the neceifary confequences of vaifalage by the feudal law; and as 
there was no preceding inflance of fuch treatment fubmitted to by a prince of that 
country, Edward muft, from that circumftance alone, had there remained any 
doubt, have been himfelf convinced, that his claim was altogether an ufurpa
tion :J:. But his intention plainly was, to enrage Baroi by thefe indignities, to 
engage him in rebellion, and to affume the dominion of the ftate as the puni!h
ment of his treafon and felony. Accordingly Baliol, tho' a prince of a foft a!id 
gentle fpirit, returned into Scotland highly provoked at this ufage, and determined 
at all hazards to vindicate his liberty; and the war. which foon after broke out 
between France and England, gave him a favourable opportunity for executing 
his purpofe. 

THE violences, robberies and diforders, to which that age was fo fubjett, were 
not confined to the licentious barons and their retainers at land : The fea was 
equally infefted with pyracy: The weak execution of the laws had given li
cence to all orders of n1en : And a general appetite for rapine and revenge, fup
ported by a falfe point of honour, had alfo infected the merchants and mariners, 
and pu!hed them, on any provocation, to feek redrefs, by immediate retaliation 
upon the aggreffors. A Norman and Englifh fhip met off the coaft near Ba
yonne; and having both occafion for frefh water, they fent their boats to land, 
and the feveral crews came at the fame time to the fame fpring : There enfued 

• Rymer, vol. 2. p 6o3, 6o), 6o6, 6o8, 615, 616. t Ryley's Placit. Pari. p. 15 2 , I 53• 
:t See Rymer, vol. 2. p. 53~· where Edward wuites to the Kjng's Bench to r eceive appeals from 

Scotland. He knew the prathce to be unufual ; yet he eftablifhes it as an infallible confequonce of 
his fuperiori.: We learn alfo from the fame book, p. 603, that immediately upon receiving ~the ho

mage, he changed the ftyle of his addrefs to the Scots King, whom he now cal1s ddeElo f.;f jideli in-
fiead ofjiratri dilello f.:! fideli the a 11 t' h. h h h d 1 b...r fc • ' .' . ppe a Ion w tc e a a ways t;).ore u ed to J11m; fee p. 109, 
1z4, x68, z8o, 1064. Tlus Is a certain proof, that he himfelf was not deceived as was fcarce 

~nd. ed po~ble, but that he was confcious of nis ufurpation. Yet he folemnly fwore :ftenvards to the 
u!hce of h1s pretenfions, when he defend~d them before Pope Boniface. 

3 a quarrel 
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a ~uar:rel for the preference: A Norman, drawing his dagger, att~mpted to ftab 

an E glifhman; who, grappling with hi~1, threw his adverfary on the ground ; 

and tne Norman, as was pretended, falling on his own dagger, was {lain *. This 

[i uffie between two feamen about water, kin iled foon a bloody war. between the 

two nations, and involved a great part of Europe in the quarrel. The mariners 

of the Norman fhip carried their complaints to the French King : Philip, with

out enquiring into the truth, without afking for redrefs, bid them take revenge, 

and tr.ouble him no more about the matter t. The Normans, who had been more 

r gular than ufual in applying to the crown, needed but this hint to proceed to 

immedi, te :violence. They feized an Engli1h lhip in the channel ; and hanging, 

along with fome dogs, feveral of the crew on the yard· arm, in prefence of their 

companions, difmiffed the veffel t; and bad the mariners inform their country

men, that vengeance was now taken for the blood of the Nor man killed at Ba

yonne. This injury, accompanied by fo general and .deliberate an infult, was re

fented by the mariners of the cinque ports, who, without carrying any com

plaints to the ring, or waiting for redrefs, retaliated by committing like barba

rities on all French veffels without diil:inCl:ion. The French, provoked by their 

loffes, preyed on the !hips of all EdwJrd's fubjeets, whether Englifh or Gafcon: 

'The fea became a fcene of pyracy between the nations : The fovereigns, without 

either feconding or repreffing the violence of their fubjech, feen1ed to continue 

indifferent fpeCtators : The Englifh made private afi'ociations with the Irilh and 

Dutch feamen ; the French with the Flemilh and Genoefe. § : And the anin1ofi.: 

ties of the people on both fides became every day more violent and barbarous. 

A fleet of two hundred Norman veffds fet fail to the fouth for wine. and other 

commodities ; and in their paffage, feized all the Englifh !hips whidi they met 

with ; hanged the feamen, and feized the goods. The inhabitants of the Engllfu 

fea ports, informed of this event, fitted out a fleet of fixty fail, ftronger and bet

ter manned than the others ; and awaited the enemy on their return. After an 

obfl:inate battle, they put them to rout, and funk, defiroyed, or took the 

greateft part of. them 11· No quarter was given, and it is P,retende-I, that the 

lofs of the French on this occ~fion, amounted to r s,ooo men : ':VHich is ac

counted for by this circumftance, that the Norman fleet was employed in tranf-

porting a confiderable body of foldiers from the fouth. · 

THE affair was now become too important to be any longer ovedool·ed by the 

princes. On Philip's fending an envoy to demand reparation and reftitution, the 

* Walfin. P· sS. Heming. vol. I. P· 39· t Walfin. P· sS. ! Hemmg, vo. I. 

p. 4-o. M. W.eft. p. 419. § Heming. vol. 1. p. 40. 11 Walfin. p. 6o. Triv t, P· 

274· Chron. Dunft. vol. z . p. 609. 

y, L. II. M King 
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Ch~ . XIII. King difpatched the bi!hop of London to the :rench court,. in .order to accom·~ 

1293· date the quarrel. He firft faid, that the Engh!h courts of JUftice were open to 

all men; and if any Frenchman were injured, he might feek reparation by courfu 

of law *. He next offered to adju!l: the matter by private arbitrators, or by 

perfonal interview with the King of France, or by a reference either to the Pope 

or the college of cardinals, or any partict1 lar cardinals, agreed on by both par· 

ties t . The French, probably the more difgufi:ed, as they were hitherto lofers 

in the quarrel, refufed all thefe expedients : The ve!fels and the goods of mer

chants were confifcated on both fides: Depredations were continued by the Gaf

cons on all the weftern coafts of France, as well as by the Engli!h in the chan

nel : Philip cited the King, as duke of Guienne:l to appear in his court at Paris, 

and anfwer fox thefe offences: And Edward, apprehenfive of danger to that pro

vince, fen£ John St. John, an ~xperienced foldier, to Bourdeaux, and gave him, 

directions to put Guienne in a pofture of defence t· 

THAT he might however prevent a final rupture between the nations, the King· 

difpatched' his brother, Edmond, earl ofLancafter, to Paris; and as that prince had 

tfpoufed the ~een of Navarre, mother-to J ane, ~een of France, he feemed, OJl 

account of that alliance, the m oft proper perfon for finding expedients to accommo-

date the difference. Jane pretended to interpofe with htr. good offices: Mary, the 

~een-dowager, feigned the fame amicable difpofition.: And th.efe two princeffes 

told Edmond, that- the circumftance, the moft difficult to· adjuft., was the point 

of honour with Philip,. who thought himfelf affronted by the injuries con1mitted 

againft him by his fub-v affals in Guienne : But if once Edward would confent to 

give him fe.izin and poffeffion of that province, he would think his honour ful!.y 

repaired, and engage to reftore it immediately, and' would accept of a very eafy 

fatisfaCl:ion for all the other injuries .. The King was confuhed on this occafio~, 

and as he then fotJnd himfelf in immeli iate danger of war with the Scots, which 

he regarded as the more important con-cern, this politic prince, blinded by his fa

vourite paffion for fubduing that nation, allowed' himfelf to be deceived by fo 

grofs an artifice §. He fent his brother orders to fign and· execute the treaty with 

the two queens; Philip folem nly promifed to execute his part of it; and the 

King's citation to appear in the court of F ra.nce, was accordingly recalled : But 

the French monarch was no fooner put in poffeffion of Guienne,. than the citation 

was renewed ; Edward was condemned for non ... appearance ; and Guienn'e, by a 

formal fentence, was declared to be forfeited and annexed to the crown 11· 

• Trivet, p. 7.75· t Trivet, p. 275. t Trivet, p. 276. 

~. p. 619, 620. WaHin. p. 61. Heming. vol. 1. p. 42, 43• Trivet, p. "7.7• 

z. p. 6zo, 62.2. Walf1.,n.. p. 61. Trivet, p. 278 L 

§ Rymer, vol. 

U Rymer, vol~ 
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Eow A'ft D, fanen "into a like fnare with that which he had fpread for the Scots, Chap. xrrr.j 
was inra -" ed ; and the more fo, as he was juftly afhamed of his own conduct, in 1 Z94· 

being fo egregioul1y over-reached by the court of France. Senfible of the ex-

.t:retne difficulties, which he would encounter in the recovery of Gafcony, where 

he had not retained a fingle place in his hands; he endeavoured to compenfate 

that lofs, by forming alliances with feveral European princes, who, he propofed, 

1hould attack France on all quarters, and make a diverfion of her forces. Adol-

phus de N affau, King of the Romans, entered into a treaty with him for that 

purpofe *; as did alfo Amadreus, count of Savoy, the archbiChop of Cologne, 

the counts of Gueldre and Luxen1bourg ; the duke of Brabant and count of Bar-

re, who had married his two daughters, Margaret and Eleanor : But thefe alli-

ances were extremely burdenfome on his narrow revenues, and proved in the ilfue 

entirely ineffectual. More impreffion was made on Guienne by an E r·gliih army, 

which he compleated by emptying the jails of n1any thoufand thieves and robbers, 

who had been confined there for their crimes. So low had the profeffion of arms 

fallen, and fo much had it degenerated from the footing, on which it ftood dur~ 

ing the vigour of the f(udal fyftem ! 

THE King himfelf was detained in England, firft by contrary winds t, then u9)~ 

by his apprehenfions of a Scots invafion, and by a rebellion of the Welfh, whom 

he repreffed and brought again under fubjettion :f:. The army, which he fent 

to Guienne, was commanded by his nephew, John de Bretagne, earl of Rich .. 

mond, and under him by St. John, Tibetot, de V ere, and other officers of re

putation §; who made themfelves mafters of the town of Bayonne, as well as of 

Bourg, Blaye, Rions, St. Severe, and other places, which ftraitened Bourdeaux, 

and cut off its communication both by fea and land. The favour, which the 

Gafcon nobility bore to the Englifh government, facilitated thefe conquefts, and 

feemed to promife frill greater fucceffes ; but this advantage was foon loft by the 

mifconduct of fome of the officers. Philip's brother, Charles de Valois, who 

commanded the French armies, having laid fiege to Podenfac, a fmall fortrefs 

near Rions, obliged Giffard, the governor, to capitulate ; and the articles, tho~ 

favourable to the Englifh, left all the Gafcons prifoners at difcretion, of whom 

about fifty were hanged by Charles as rebels: A policy, by which he both inti-

midated that people, and produced an irreparable breach between them and the 

Englifh 11· That prince immediately attacked Rions, where the earl of Richmond 

- • Heming. vol. I. p. 5 r. t Chron. Dunft. vol. 2. p. 622. 

Hcming. vol. 1. p. 55• Trevet, p 282. Chron. Dunfr. vol.~. p. 6z ~1 

l Heming. ·vol. 1. P• 49• 

t WaHing. p. 6z. 
Trevet. p. 2 i9• 
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Chap. XIII. himfelf commanded ; and as the place feemed not very defenfible, the Englifh 
1295· general drew his troops to the water-fide with an intention of ~m barking with the 

greateft part of the army. The enraged Gafcons fell upon li1s re.ar, and at the 
fame time opened their gates to the French, who, befides ma.kmg themfi lves 
mafters of the place, took many prifoners of difiinCl:ion. St. Severe was more 
vigoroufiy defended by Hugh de V ere, fon to the earl of Oxford ; but was at 
Jaft obliged to capitulate. The French King, not contented with thefe fucceffes 
in Gafcony, threatene E gland with ·an invafion; and by a fudden attempt, hi"' 
troops took and burnt Dover·. , but were obliged foon after to ret' re. }\.nd in 
order to make a greattr diverfion of the Englilli force, and engage Edward in 
dangerous and important wars, he formed a fecret alliance with John Baliol, King 
of Scotland ; the commencement of that ftrict union, which, during fo many 
ages, was maintained, by mutual interefis and neceffities, between the French and 
Scottiffi na~ions. John confirmed this alliance by ftipulating a marr· age between 

his eldeft fon ana the daughter of Phi lip de Valois t. 
THE expences, attending thefe multiplied wars of Edward, and his prepa a

Digreffion tions for war, joined to alterations, which had infenfibly taken place in the ge
choncern!~g . neral ftate of affairs, obliged him to have frequent recourfe to parliamentary fup
t e conilJtutl-
on of parlia- plies, introduced the lower orders of the ftate into the publick councils, and laid 
ment. the foundations of great and important changes in the government. Tho' no-

thing could be worfe calcula'ted for cultivating the arts of peace or maintaining 
peace itfelf, than the long fubordination of v~ffalage from the ICing to the mean
efl: gentleman, and the confequent ilavery of the lower people, evils infeparable 
from the feudal fyftem ; that fyftem was never able to fix the ftate in a proper 
warlike pofture, or give it the full exertion of its power for defence, and frill lefs 
for offence, againft a public enemy. The military tenants, unacquainted with 
obedience, unexperienced in war, held a rank in the troops by their birth, not by 
their merits or fervice~ ; compofed a very difor<ierly and confequently a very 
feeble army ; and during the few days, which they were obliged by their tenures. 
to remain in the fidd, were often more formidable to their own prince than tQ; 

foreign powers, agai'1ft whom t ey were affembled. The fovercigns came 
gr~dually to di(ufe this cuml:5erfome and dangerous machine, fo apt to re-
coil_ upon the. han_d :Vhich held it; and exclunging the military fervice for pe
cumary fuppltes., mhfted forces by means of a contracr with particular officers, 
( fuch as thofe the Italians denominate Condotlieri) whom they difmi!fed at the end · 
of he war. The bar,ons and knights themfelve often entered into thefe engage-

• Trevet, p. z84. Chron. Dunfi. vol. 2. p. 64 2 • 

He:ning. vol. 1. p. j6. Trevet. p. 28 5· 
t Ryrner, vol. 2. p. 68 , 681, 695, 6)7. 
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ments with the prince, and ·were en bled to fill their bands, both by the autho- Chap xnr. 
rity which they po£rdfed over their vaffais and tenants, and from the great num- 1295· 

bers of loofe~ ciiforder!y people, whom they found on tl1eir . eftates, and who 
willingiy embr:1ced an opportunity of gratifying their appetit~ for war and rapine. 
Mean-while, the old Gothic fabric, being negleCled, went gradually to decay; 
and tho' the conqueror had divided all the lands of Eng and into fixty thoufand 
knight's fees, the number of thefe was infenfibly. diminifhed by various artifices; 
and the king at l.tft found, th t, by putting the law in ex cution, he could a[ .. 
femble only a very f!nall part of the antient force of the kingdom. t was an 
ufual expedient for men, who .held of the King or a great baron y military te-
nure, to transfer their lands to the church, and receive them back by another te-
nure called frankal moigne, by which they were not bo.u~d to perform any fer-
vice*. A law was made againfl: this praCtice; but the abufe had probably gone 
far before it was attended to, and .I?robably was not entirely corrected by the new 
ftatute, which, like moft of th laws of that age, we may conjtcture to have been 
but feebly exeCl ted by the tna ·i{l:rate aga nft the perpetual interefts of fo many 
individuals. The conftable am m.uefchal, when they muftered the armies, often 
in a hurry and for want of better information, received the fervice of a baron for 
fewer knight's fees, than were due · by him ; and one precedent of this kind was 
held good againft the King, and became ever after a reafon for diminiiliing the 
fervice t. The rolls of knight's fees were very inaccurately kept; · no care was 
taken to clear them before the armies were fummoned into the field :f:; it w~s 
then too late to think of examining recor-ds and charters ; and the fervice ·was 
accepted on the footing which the vaffal himfelf was pleafed to acknowledge, af-
ter all the various fubdivifions and conjunGtions of proRerty had thrown an ob-
fcurity on the nature · and extent of his tenure§. It is eafy to judge of the intri-
cacies which would attend difputes of this kind ~ ,· th individuals; when .even riie 
number of m1 itary fees, belonging to the church, whofe property was fixed and 
unalienable, became the fubjecr of·controverfy; and we find in particular, that 
when the bifhop of Durham was charged \vith feventy knights fees for: the aid 
levied to marry hlenr.y IPs daug ter ,to the d , kf of Saxo y, t e relate ac { ow-
ledged ten, and difowned the oth r fixty 11·. It is not l'l own · n w at man ~! his 
diff erence was terminated ; but had the queft!on been cc.> erning an armament to 
defend the kingdom, the bifhop's fervice would probably have been received 
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without oppoGtion for ten fees, and this rate muft allo have fi>eed all hi1l future 
payments. Pecuniary fcutages, therefore, dimini!l1ed as much as n1ilitary fer
vices* : Other methods of filli ng the exchequer as well as the armies mufi: be de
v!fed : New fituations produced new laws and infritut!ons: And the great altera
tions in the finances and military power of the crown, as well as in private pro
perty, were the fou rce of equal innovations in every part of the legiflature or ci-

vJl government . 
TH E exorbitant eftates, conferred by the Norman, on his barons and chief-

tains, remained not long entire and unimpaired. The landed property was gra
dually ihared out into n1ore hands; and thofe immenfe baronies were divided, ei .. 
ther by provifions to younger children, by partitions among eo heirs, by fale, 
or by efc heating to the King, who gratified a great number of his courtiers, by 
dealing them out among them in fmaller pcrtions. Such moderate efl:ates, as 
they required oeconomy, and confined the proprietors to their own houfes, were 
better calculated for duration; and the order of knights and fmall barons grew 
rlaily more numerous, and began to form a very refpeCtable rank or order in the 
ftate. As they were all of them immediate vaffals of the crown by military te
nure, they were, from the principles of the feudal law, equally intitled with the 
gre

11
teft barons, to a feat in the national or general councils ; and this right, tho• 

regarded as a privilege, which the owners would not entirely re1inquiili, was alfo 

confidered as a burthen, whkh they defired to be fubjeeted to only on extraordi
nar)ir occafions. Hence it was provided in the charter of King John, that, while 
the great barons were fummoned to the general council by a particular writ, the 
fmall barons, under which appellation the knights were alfo comprehended, 
1hould on1y be called by a general fummons of the ilieriff. The diftinclion be
tween great and [mall barons, like that between rich and poor, was not exactly 
defined; but, agreeable to the inaccurate genius of that age and to the fimplici
ty of antient government, was left very much to be determined by the difcretion 
o.f the King and his minifters. It was ufual for the prince to require, by a par
tt~ul~r fummons, the attendance of a baron in one parliament, and to neglect 
hun m future parliaments t; nor was this uncertainty ever complained of as an 
injury. He attended when required: He was better pleafed on other occafions 
·to be exempted from the burthen: And as he was acknowledged to be of the 

• In oraer to P~Y t~e fum of 1 oo,ooo marks, as King Richard's ranfom, twenty Ihillings were im
pofed on e~ch Kmght s fee. Had the fees remained on the original footing, as fettled by the con
·queror, tbts fcutage would ~ave amounted to 9o,ooo marks, which was nearly the fitm required: But 
we find, that many .other gr~cvo~s taxes we•e impofed t.o complete it : A certain proof, that many 
frauds and abufes had preva1led m the roll of knights fees. t Chancellor Weit. enQ uirf .into 

.the.manner ofcrea,ingJ>(ers, l't 43, 461 147, 55· " 
fame 
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fame order with the greateft barons, it gave them no furprize to fee him Chap. XIII~ 
take his feat in the great councils, whether he appeared of his own accord, or IZ9)· 

by a particular fummons from the King. The barons fr m Wiit, therefore, be-
gan gradually to intermix then1f-elves with the antient baron from Cfenure ;_ and. 
as Cambden tells us*, from an antient manufcript, now loft, that after the bat-
tle of Evefuam) a pofitive law was enatl:ed, prohibiting every baron to appear 
in parliament, who was not invited thither by a particular fummons, the whole 
baronage of England held thenceforward their fe.it by writ, and"tltis- important · 
privilege of thetr tenures was in effect abolilhed. On!y where writs bad been re-
gularly continued for fome t'me in one great,family, ·he omiffion of them would 
have been regarded as an affront, and even as an injury. 

A like alteration gradually took place in the order of earls, who were the high
eft rank of barons. The dig.nity of an earl, like that of a baron, was antiently 
territorial and official t: He exercifed jurifdiction within his county : He levied 
the third of the fines to his own profit: He was at once a civil and a military 
magiftrate: And tho,. his authority, from the firft conqueft of the Normans, was
l1ereditary in England, the title was fo much connected with the office, that 
where the King intended to create a new earl, he had no other expedient than to 
erect a certain t rritory into a county or earldom, and to beil:ow it upon the per
fon and his family :J:. But as the fhe1 iffs, who were the vice-gerents of the earls . , 
were named by the Kmg, and removeable at pleafure, he found them more de .. 
pendant upon hi.:n; and enrieavoure to throw the whole autltority and jJJrifdic
tion of the office into their hands. fhis magiftrate was at die head of the fi
Dances, and levied all the King's tents within his county: He alfeffed at pJeafure 
the talliages on the inhabitants in royal demefne: He had ufually committed to. 
him the management of wards and often of efcheats : He _grefided in the lower 
courts of judicature : And thus, tho' inferior to the earl in dignity, he was foan 
confidered, by this union of the judicial and fifcal powers, and by the confidence 
repofed in him by the King, as much fuperior to him in authority, and under
mined his influence within his own jurifdiction §. It became ufual, in creating an 
earl, to give him a fixt fallary, commonly about twenty poun-ds a year, in lieu 
of his third of the fines : The diminution of his power kept pace with the re-. 
trenchment of his profit: And the dignity of earl, inftead of territorial and offi.,. 

In Britann. p. 122. t Spellm. Glt:>ff. in voce, Comis. 

:t Elfays on Britiih Antiquities. This pracUce, however, feems to have been more familiar in Soo 
land and the kingdoms on the continent, than in England. 

; There are infiances of princiS of the blood who accepted of the office of .fheriK. Spellman in voce 
lficw;mis~ 2 
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ci:ll, dwindled into perfonal and titular. Such were the mighty a tera ions, 
which had already fuHy taken place, or were graclually adva .• cing, in the; ho fe 
of peers ; that is, in the parliament : For there was rantiently no oth_ ho [.,, 

BuT tho' the introduCtion of barons by writ, and of titular earls, had given 
fome encreafe to the royal authority; there were oth __ r·caufes, which counterbal· 
lanced thofe innovatwns, and tend ea in a higher degree t~ dimini fh the power of 
the fovereign. The difufe, into which the feudal militia had in a great meaft: re 

fallen, made the barons almoft e~tirely forget their dependence on the crown : 
By t e diminution of knights fees, the King had no reafonable compenfation when 
he levied fcurages and txchanged their fervices for money : The alienations of 
the c-rown lands had reduced him to poverty : And above all, the conceffion of 
the great charter had fet bounJs to royal authority, and had rendered it more dif
ficult and dangerous for the prince to exert any extraordinary aB:s of arbitr.aliy 
power. In this fituation it was natural for the King to court the friencHhip of the 
lefler barons and knights, whofe influence was nowife dangerous to him, and 
who, being expofed to oppreffion from their powerful neighbours, fought a le
gal proteCtion under the fhadow of the throne. He defired, therefore, to have 
their prefence in parliament, where they ferved to controul the turbulent refolu
tions of the great." To exaCt a regular attendance of the whole body would have 
produced confufion, and would have impofed too heavy a burthen upon ·them: 
To fummon only a few by writ, tho' 1t was praB:ifed and had a good effect, 
ferved not entirely the King's purpofe; becaufe thefe members had no farther 
authonty than attended their perfonal charaCter, and were ecli. fed by the appear
ance of the more powerful nobility. He therefore difpenfed with the attendance 
of moft of the leffer barons in parliament; and in return for this indulgence, (for 
fuch it was tnen efteemed) required them to choofe in each county a certain num
ber of their own body, whofe charges they bore, and who, having gained the 
confidence, carried wtth them, of courfe, ·the authority of the whole on er. This 
expedient had been praB:ifed at different times, in the reign of Henry Ill*. and 
regularly, during that of the P.refent King. The numbers fent up by each coun· 
ty varied at the will of the prince t : They took their feat a111ong the other peers ; 

, becaufe by their tenure they belonged to that order t: The introducing them in
to that houfe fcarce appeared to be an innovation : And tho' it was eafily in the 
King's power, by varying their number, to comn1and the refolutions of the whole 
p'ar iament, this drtumftar e was llttle atten ed to in an arre when force was 

' b ' 

• . Rot. Clauf. 38 Hen.JII. m. 7· a d 12 d: As alfo Rot. Clauf. 42. lien. Ill. m. 1. d. Prynne's 
pref. to Cotton's Abridgement. t Brady's anfwcr"to Petyt, from the rc~ords, p. 15 1. 

1 Brady's Treatife of Boroughs, App. NS2. 13. · more 
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u ore prevalent than laws, and when a refolution, tho' taken by the majority of Chap. XIII. 

a legal affembly, could not be executed, if it oppofed the will of the more power.. IZ95· 

ful minority. 
BuT there were other important confequences, which followed the diminution 

and difufe of the antient feudal militia. The King's expences, in levying and 
tnaintaining a military force for every enterprize, was encreafed beyond what his 
narrow revenues were able to bear: As the fcutages of his military tenants, which 

were accepted in lieu of their perfonal fervice, had fallen to nothing ; there were 
no means of fupply but from voluntary aids granted him by the parliament and 
church : Or from the talliages which he might levy upon the towns and inhabi
tants in royal demefne. In the former year, Edward had been obliged to exaCt 

no lefs than the fixth of all moveables from the laity, and the half of all ecclefi
aftical benefices* for his expedition into Poiftau, and the fuppreffion of the 
Welfh: And this diftrefsful fituation, which was likely often to return upon him 
and his fucceffors, made him think of a new device, and fummon up the repre
fentatives of all the boroughs to parliament. This period, which is the twenty third 
of his reign, feems to be the real and true epoch of the houfe of commons; and the 
firft faint dawnings of popular government in England. For the reprefentatives 
of the counties were only deputies from the fmaller barons and 1 'fer nobility: 
And the former precedent of reprefentatives from the boroughs, ,o were fum .. 
moned by the earl of Leicefter, was regarded as the aCt of a violent ufurpation; 

had been difcontinued in all the fubfequent parliaments, and if that meafure had 
not become requifite on other accounts, this example was more likely to blaft 

than give credit to it. 

DuRING the courfe of two centuries, the kings of England, in imitation of 
other European prin~es, had embraced the falutary policy of encouraging and 
proteCting the lower and more induftrious orders of the ftate ; whom they found 
well difpofed to obey the laws and civil magiftrate, and whofe ingenuity and la

bour furni!hed commodities, requifite for the ornament of peace and fupport of 
war. Tho' the inhabitants of the country were frill left at the difpofal of their 

imperious lords; many attempts were made to give more fecurity and liberty to 
citizens, and make then1 enjoy unmolefted the fruits of their indufrry. Bo· 

roughs were erected by royal patent within the demefne lands : Liberty of trade 

was conferred upon them : The inhabitants were allowed to farm at a fixt rent 
their own tolls and cufton1s t : They were permitted to eleCl: their own magif
trates: J uftice was diftributed to them by thefe magiftrates, without obliging 

• Brady of boroughs, p. 31. from the records. Heming. vol. 1. p. 52. M. \\refi:. p. 4.z2. Ryley, 

p. 462. t Madox. Firma Burgi, p. 21. 
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them to attend the !heriff or county courts: And fome fhadow of independance 
was gradually acquired to the people, by means of thefe equitable privileges*· 
The King, however, retained frill the power of levying talliages or taxes upon 
them at pleafure t; and tho' their poverty and the cuftoms of the age made thefe 
demands neither frequent nor exorbitant, fuch unlimited authority in the fovereign 
was a fenfible check upon commerce, and was utterly incompatible with all the 
principles of a free government. But when the n1ultiplied neceffities of the crown 
proJuced a greater demand for fupply, the King, whofe prerogative entitled him 
to exaCt it, found, that he had not power fufficient to enforce his ediCl:s, and th:k 
it was requifite, before he impofed taxes, to fmooth the way for his demand, and 
to obtain the previous confent of the boroughs, by follicitation, remonftrances, 
and authority. The inconvenience of tranfaCl:ing this bufinefs with every parti· 

cular borough was foon felt ; and Edward became fenfible, that the moft ex .. 
peditious way of obtaining fupply, was to affemble together the deputies of all 

the boroughs, to lay before them the neceffities of the ftate, to difcufs the n1at~ 
ter in their prefence, and to require their confent to the den1ands of their fove• 
reign. For this reafon, he iffued writs to the fheriffs, enjoining then1 to fend to 
parliament, along with two knights of the fhire, two deputies from each bo
rough within tlteir county :f:, and thefe provided with fufficient powers from their 
community, o confent, in their name, to what he and his council fhould require 
of them. As it is a moft equitable rule, fays he, in his preamble to this writ, that 
what concerns all jhould be approved of by all ; and common dangers be repelled by 
united efforts §; a noble principle, which may feem to indicate a liberal mind in 
the King, and which laid the foundations of a free and an equitable government. 

AFTER the election of thefe deputies, by the aldermen and common council, 
they gave fureties for their attendance before the King and parliament: Their 

charges were borne by the borough, which fent them: And they had fo little idea 

of appearing as legifiators, a charaCter extremely wide of their low rank and con-: 

* Bradyofboroughs, Appen. N°. I, 2, 3· 

t The King had not only the power of talliating the inhabitants within his own demefnes, but 
chat of granting to particular barons the power of ta1liating the inhabitants within theirs. See Bra~ 

dy's anfwer to Petyt, p. 1 18. Madox hiil:. of the Exchequer, p. 5 I 8. 

t Writs were iffued to about 1 20 cities and boroughs. 

§ Brady of boroughs, p. 25, 33, from the records. The writs of the parliaments immediately 
preceding, remain: and the return of knights is there required, but not a word of the boroughs: A 

den:onftration, that this w~s the very year in which they commenced. In the year immediately pre .. 
cedmg, the taxes were leVled by a feeming or forced confent of each particuJar borough, beginning 

with London. Id. p. 31, 32, 33, from the records. Alfo his anfwer to Petyt, p • .fO, 4r. 

3 dition, 
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clition *, that no intelligence could be more difagreeab1e to any borough, than to Chap. XIII. 

find that they muft eleCt, or to any individu:!l than that he was elected, to a · 1295· 

truft fron1 which no profit or honour could poffibly be expected t. They com-
pofed not, properly fpeaking, any eifential part of the parliament : They met 
apart both from the barons and knights :f:, who difdained to mix with fuch mean 
perfonages: After they had given their confent to the taxes, required of them, 

. their bufinefs being now finifued, they feparated, even tho' the parliament fl:ill con
tinued to fit, and to canvafs the national bufinefs §: And as they all confifled of 
men, who were real burge.ffes of the place, from which they were fent, the fhe .. 
riff, when he found no perfon of abilities or wealth fufficient for this office, often 
ufed the freedom of omitting particular boroughs in his returns ; and ab he re
ceived the thanks of the people for this indulgence, he gave no offence to the f 
court, who levied, without diftinction, the tax agreed to by the majority of 
deputies u. 

THE union, however, of the reprefentatives from all the boroughs gave gra 
O.ually more weight to the whole order; and it became cuftomary for them, in 
return for the fupplies, which they granted, to prefer petitions to the crowu 
for the redrefs of any particular grievances, of which they found reafon to corn .. 
plain. The more the King's demands multiplied, the fafter thefe petitions en .. 
creafed both in number and authority ; and the prince found it difficult to re
fufe men, whofe grants had fupported his throne, and to whofe affiftance he miaht 

0 

fo foon be again obliged to have recourfe. The commons however were ftill 
n1uch below the rank of legifiators +· Their petitions, tho' they received a ver-

• Reliquia! Spellm. p. 64. Prynne's pref. to Cotton's Abridg. and the 'Abridg. paffim. 
t Brady of boroughs, p. 59, 6o. 

bal 

t Brady of boroughs, p. 37, 38, from the records, and append. p. 19. Alfo his append. to hiJ:o 
anf. to Petyt. Record. And his gloff. in Verb. Communitas Regn. p. 33· 

§ Ryley's Placit. Pari. p. 24 J, 242, &c. Cotton's Abridg. p. 14. 

11 Brady of boroughs, p. 5 z, from the records. There is even an infl:ance in the reign of Edward . 
JII. when the King named all the deputies. Id. anf. to Petyt, p. 161. Jf he fairly named the mofr 
confiderable and creditable burgelfes, little exception would be taken; as their bufinefs was not to 
check the King, but to reafon with him and confent to his demands. It was not till the reign of Ri~ 
chard II. that the Iheriffs were deprived of the power of omitting boroughs at pleafure. See Stat. at 
large, 5th Rich. II. cap. 4· 

+ In the reign ofHenTy IV. the King told the commons, that they were only petitioners, that is, 
they had not any proper legiflativc authority. Cotton's abridg. p. 392, All judgment, fays the Rcco:d, 
appertains to the King and the lords. The commons were fo little accufl:omed to traniact public bufi · 
nefs, that they had no fpeaker, till after the parliament 6th Edw. III. See Prynne's preface to....._ Cot· 
ton's abridg. Tot till the firft of R ichard II. in the opinion of moft antiquarians. The commons 

N z w~ 
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Chap. XIII. bal aifent from the throne, were only the rudiments of laws: The judges were af-
1295' terwards entrufted with the power of putting them into form: And the King, by 

adding to them the fanB:ion of his authority, and that fometimes without the af
fent of the nobles, beftowed validity upon them. The age did not refine fo much 
as to perceive the danger of thefe irregularities. No man was difpleafed, that the 
fovereign, at the defire of any clafs of men, ibould iifue an order, which only 
concerned that clafs ; and his predece{fors were fo near poffeffing the whole legi
flative power, that he gave no difgufl: by affuming it in this feemingly inof .. 
fenfive n1anner. But time and farther experience gradually opened mens eyes 
and corrected fuch abufes. It was found, that no laws could be fixed for one 
order of men without affeCting the whole ; and that the force and efficacy of 
laws depended entirely on the terms employed in wording them. The houfe of 
peers, therefore, the moft powerful order of the ftate, reafonably expected, that 
their affent ihould be exprefsly granted to all public ordinances * : And in the 
reign of Henry V. the commons required that no laws fhould be framed merely 
upon their petitions, unlefs the ftatutes were worded by themfel ves 2 and had paf-

fed their houfe in the form of a bill t. 
BuT as the fame caufes, which produced a partition of property, continued 

frill to operate ; the number of knights and leffer barons, or what the Engli!h 
call the gentry, perpetually encreafed, and funk into a rank frill more inferior to 
the great nobility. The equality of tenure was loft in the great inferiority of 
power and property; and the houfe of reprefentatives from the counties was gra

dually feparated from that of the peers, and formed a difrinct order in the ftate :f:: 
The growth of commerce, meanwhile, augmented the private wealth and confi
deration of the burgeffes; the frequent demands of the crown encreafed their 
public importance; and as they refen1bled the knights of fhires in one material 
(;ircumftance, that of reprefenting particular bodies of men ; it no longer appear
ed unfuitable to unite them together in the fame houfe1 and to confound their 

were very unwilling to meddle in any ftate afFairs, and commonty either referred themfelves to the lords, 

or defired a fe1eB: committee of that houfe to affift them, as appears from Cotton. 5 E. III. n. 1. 15 £, 
IlL n. 17; 21 E. IlL n. 5; 47 E. nr. n. 5; so E. Ill. n. 10; 5 I E. III. n. 18; I R. II. n. 12; 

z R. II. n. 12; 5 R. II. n. 14, z pari. 6 R. II. n. 14; pari. z. 6 R. II. n. 8, &c. 

• In thefe inll:ances found in Cotton's abridgement, where the King appears to anfwer of himfclf 

the petitions of the commons, he probably exerted no more than that power, which was long inhe· 
rent in the crown, of regulating leffer matters by his edicts or proclamations. But no durable or ge

neral ftatute feerns ever to have been made by the King from the petition of the commons alone, 

without the affent of the peers. 

·r Brady'i anfwer to Petyt, p. 85, from the records. t Cotton's abridgement, p. I 3· 
rigJlt 
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rtghts and privileges*. Thus the third eftate, that of the commons, reached at Chap. xrrr. 
Jail: its prefent form ; and as the country gentlemen made thenceforwards no 

12
95 • 

fcruple of appearing as deputies of the boroughs, the diftinction between the 
members was entirely loft, and the lower houfe acquired thence a great acceffion 
of weight and importanee in the kingdom: Still, however, the office of this eft ate 
was very different from that which it has fince exercifed with fo much advantage 
to the public. Inftead of checking and controuling the authority of the King, 
they were naturally induced to adhere to him, as the great fountain of law and 
juftice, and to fupport him againft the exorbitant power of the ariftocracy, which 
wa5 at once the fource of oppreffion to themfelves, and difturbed him in the exe-
cution of the laws. The King, in his turn, gave countenance to an order of men, 
fo ufeful and fo little dangerous : rrhe peers alfo were obliged to pay them fame 
confideration: And by this means, the thirrl eftate, formerly fo abject in England, 
as well as in all other European n.1tions, rofe by flow degrees to their prefent im-

• It was very agreeable to the maxims of all the feudal governments, that every order of the fiate 
fuould (':ive their confent to the aas which more immediately concerned them ; and as the notion of a 
political fyflem was not then fo well undedl:ood, the other orders of the il:ate were often not confulted 

on thefe occafions. In this reign, even the merchants, tho' no public body, granted the King impo
fitiohs on merchandize, becaufe the firft payments came out of their pockets. They did the fame in 

the reign of Edward III. but the commons had then obferved, that the people paid thefe duties, tho' 

the merchants advanced them; and they therefore remonfhated againil: this praClice. Cotton's abridg. 

p. 39· The taxes impofed by the knights on the counties were always lighter than thofe which the 

burge!fes laid on the boroughs, a prefumption, that in voting thefe taxes the knights and burgeifes 

aid not form tlie fame houfe. See chancellor Weft's enquiry into the manner of creating peers, p. 8. 

But there are fo many proofs, that thefe two orders of reprefentatives were long fcparate, that it is 

needlefs to infift on them. Mr .• Carte, who had carefully confulted the rolls of parliament, affirms, 

that they never appear to have been united till the 16th of Edward Ilf. See Hift. vol. 2. p. 451. But 

'tis certain that this union was not even then final: In 1372, the burgeffes acted by themfelves, and vot

ed a tax after the knights were difmiffed. See Tyrrel Hift. vol. 3· p. 734, from Rot. Clauf. 46 Edw. 

III. n. 9· In 13 76, they were the knights alone, who paffed a vote for the removal of Alice Pierce from 

the King's perfon, if we may credit Walfingham, p. 189. There is an inftance of a like kind in the reign 

of Richard 11. Cotton, p. 193· The different taxes voted by thefe two branches of the lower houfe, 

kept them naturally feparate: But as their petitions had moftly the fame object, viz. the redrefs of 

grievances, and the fupport oflaw and jufiice both againft the crown and the barons, this caufe as na. 

turally united them, and was the reafon why they at laft joined in one houfe for the difpatch of bu

finefs. The barons had few petitions : There privileges were of more antient date : Grievances fel

dom affected them: They were themfelves the chief oppre!fors. In 1333, the knights by themfelves 

concurred with the bifhops and barons in advifing the King to fiay his journey into Ireland. Here was 

a petition w hi eh regarded a matter of fiate, and was fuppofed to be above the capacity of the burgeires. 

The knights, therefore, aaed a part in this petition. See Cotton. abridg. p. IJ. Chief baron Gilbert 

thinks, that the reafon why taxes began always with the commons or burgeffes was1 that they were li-
·mited by the inftruaions of their boroughs. See hift. of the Exchequer, p. 3.7· 
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portance; and in their progre~s ~ade art~ and com.merce, the necefrary attendants 
of liberty and equality, flounlh tn the kmgdom • 

WHAT fufficiently proves, that the commencement of the houfe of burgeffes,· 
who were the true commons, was not an affair of chance, but arofe from the ne
ceffities of the prefent fituation, is, that Edward, at the very fame time, fum
moned deputies from the inferior clergy, the firft that ever met in England t, 
and he reqt1ired them to impofe taxes on their confi:ituents for the public fervice. 
Formerly the ecclefiafi:ical benefices bore no part of the burthens of the ftate : 
The Pope had indeed of late often levied impofitions upon them : He had fome .. 
times granted this power to the fovereign :f:: Edward himfelf had in the former 
year exaCted by menaces and violence, a very grievous tax of half their revenue: 
But as this precedent was dangerous, and could not eauly be repeated in a govern
ment, which required the confent of the fubjeCl: to any extraordinary refolution; 
Edward found it more prudent to a!femble a lower houfe of convocation, to lay 
before them his neceffities, and to a!k fame fupply~ But on this occafion he met 

• The chief argument from antient authority, for the opinion that the reprefentatives of boroughs 
preceded the forty~ninth of Henry Ill. is the famous petici.on of the borough of St. AI bans, firft taken 
notice of by Selden, and then by Petyt, Brady, 'f'yrre!, and others. "':Ut this petition, prefented to the 
parliament in the reign of Edward H. the town of St. Albans afi'erts, that tho' they held in capite of 
the crown, and owed only, for all other ferviccs, their attendance in parliament, yet the fherifF had 
omitted them in his writs; whereas both in the reign of the King's father, and all his predecefiors, 
they had always fent members. Now, fay the defenders of this opinion, if the commencement of the 
houfe of commons was in Henry HI's reign, this expreffion could not have been ufed. But Madox, 
in his Hiftory of the Exchequer, p. 522, 523, 524, has endeavoured to deftroy the authority of this 
petition for the purpofe alledged. He afi'erts, firft, that there was no fuch tenure in England as that 
of holding by attendance in parliament, inftead of all other fervice. Secondly, That the borough of 
St. Albans never held of the crown at all, but was always demefne land of the abbot. It is no wonder, 
therefore, that a petition which advances two falfhoods, fhould contain one hiftorical miftake, which 
indeed amounts only to an inaccurate expreffion. Accordingly St. Albans continued frill to belong to 
the abbot. It never held of the crown, till after the difiolution of the monafteries. But the aifurance 
of thefe petitioners is remarkable. They wanted to fhake off the authority of their abbot, and to 
hold of the King; but were unwilling to pay any fervices even to .the crown: Upon which they 
framed this petition, which latter writers have made the foundation of fo many inferences and con. 
clufions. From the tenor of the petition it appears, that there was a dofe connexion between holding 
of the crown, and being repre(ented in parliament: The la• -: r had fcarce ever place without the for
mer.: Yet we learn fr~m Tyrrel's Append. vol 4· that there were fome inftances to the contrary. It is 
not Improbable, that Edward followed the roll of the earl of Mountfort, who had fummoned, without 
cliftin~ion, all the confiderable boroughs of the kingdom; among whom there might be fome few 
who d1d hold of the crown. Edward alfo found it necefi'ary to impofe taxes on all the borou<Ths of 
the kingdom without diftinaion. This was a good expedient for augmenting his revenue. ~ 

t Archbp. Wake's State of the Church of England, p. 235· Brady of boroughs, p. 34· Gil-
bert's Hift. of the Exch. P· 46. :t: Ann. \Vaverl. p. zz7, z28. T. Wykes, P• 99, uo. 
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'ith oifficulties. -Whether that the clergy thought them{elves the m oft indepen- Ghap. XIII. 
dant body of men in the kingdom, or were difgt1fted by the former exorbitant 1 z95· 
impofitions, they abfolute1y refufed their affent to the King's demand of a fifth 
of their moveables; and it was not till a fecond meeting, that on their perfifHng 
in this refufal, he was willing to accept of a tenth. The barons and knights 
granted him, without hefitatioh, an eleventh ; the burgelfes, a feventh. But the 
clergy frill fcrupled to meet on the King's writ ; leH: by fuch obedience they 
thould feem to acknowledge the authority of the temporal power : .A.nd this 
compromife was at laft fallen upon, that the King !hould iffue his writ to the arch-
bifhop; and that the archbifhop fhould, in confequence of it, fummon the clergy, 
who, as they then appeared to obey their fpiritual fuperior, no longer hefitated to 
meet in convocation. This expedient, however, was the caufe, why the ecclefiaftics 
met in two houfes of convocation, under their feveral archbifhops, and formed 
*>t one eftate, like thofe in other countries of Europe, as was at firft the King~s 
intention *. We now return to the courfe of our narration. 

EowARD, confcious of the reafons of difguft which he had given the King of 1z96. 
Scots, informed of the difpofitions of that people, and expeCling the moft violent 
effects of their refentment, which he knew he had fo we11 merited ; employed 
the fupp1ies, granted him by his people, in making preparations againft the hofti
lities of his northern neighbour. When in this fituation, he received intelligence 
of the treaty fecretly concluded between John and Philip; and tho' uneafy at this 
concurrence of a French and Scots war, he refolved not to encourage his enemies 
by a pufillanimous behaviour, or by yielding to their united efforts. He fum~ 
moned John to perform the duty of a vaffal, and to fend him a fupply of forces 
a~ainft an invafion from France, with which he was then threatened: He next 
required, that the fortreffes of Berwic, Jedborough, and Roxborough, fhould 
be put into his hands as a fecurity during the war t: He cited John to appear in 
an Englifh parliament, held at Newcaftle: And when none of thefe fucceffive 
demands were complied with, he marched northward with numerous forces, 
go,ooo foot, and 4000 horfe, to chaftife his rebellious valfal. The Scottifh na
tfon, who had li'ttle reliance on the vigour and fpirit of their prince, affigned 
him a council of twelve noblemen, in whofe hands the fovereignty was really 
lodged :J:, and who put the country in the befl: pofture,of which the prefent diftrac
tions would admit. A great army, compofed of 40,000 infantry, tho' fuP.ported 
only by soo cavalry, advanced to the frontiers ; and after a fruitlefs attempt 

• Gilbert's Hift. of Excheq. p. p, H·• 
ing, vol. 1. p. 84. Trivet. p. 286. 

i' Ryrner, vol. 2. p. 692. WaHin. p. 64. Hem .. 
:f: · Heming. vol. I. l?· 75· 
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Chap. XIII. upon Carlifle, marched eafl:wards to defend thofe provinces, which E?ward was 

1296. preparing to attack. But fome of the mo£1: confiderable of the Scottdh nobles, 
Robert Bruce, the father and fan, the earls of March and Angus, prognofticat- · 
ing the ruin of their country, from the concurrence of inteftine divifions and a 
foreign invafion, endeavoured here to ingratiate themfelves with Edward, by an 
early fubmiffion ; and the King, encouraged by this favourable incident, led his 
army into the enemies' country, and croffed the Tweed without oppofition at 

zith March. Coldfl:ream. He then received a meffage from John, by which that prince, hav
ing now procured, for himfelf and his nation, Pope Celeftine's difpenfation from 

forme~t oaths, renounced the homage which had been done to England, and fet 
Edward at defiance*. This bravado was but ill fupported by the military ope

rations of the Scots. Berwic was already taken by affault: Sir William Dou
glas, the governor, was made prifoner: Above 7.000 of the garrifon were put to 
the fword t: And Edward, elated by this great advantage, difpatched earl Wat
renne with to,ooo men, to lay fiege to Dunbar, which was defended by the 

flower of the Scottifh nobility. 
THE Scots, fenfible of the importance of this place, which, if taken, laid. 

their whole country open to the enemy, advanced with their main army, under 
the command of the earls of Buchan, Lenox, and Mar, in order to relieve it. 
Warrenne, not difmayed by the great fuperiority of their number, marched out 

27th April. · to give them battle. He attacked them with great vigour; and as undifciplined 
troops, the more numerous they are, are but the more expofed to a panic upon 
any alarm, he foon threw them into confufion, and chaced them off the field with 
great fiaughter :f:. The lofs of the Scots is faid to have amounted to 2o,ooo 
men: Th~ cafi:le of Dunbar, with all its garrifon, furrendered next day to Ed

ward, who, after the battle, had brought up the main body of the Englifh, and 
who now proceeded with an aifured confidence of fuccefs. The caftle of Roxbo
rough was yielded by J ames, fteward of Scotland § ; and that nobleman, from 
whom is defcended the royal family of Stuart, was again obliged to fwear . 
fealty to Edward. After a feeble refiftance, the caftles of Edinburgh and Stirling 

opened their gates to the enemy. All the fouthern parts were inftantly fubdued by 
the Englifu; and to enable them the better to reduce the northern, whofe 
inacceffible fituation feemed to give them fome more fecurity, Edward re
ceived a ftrong reinforcement of Welfh and Iri!h, who b~ing accufl:omed to a 
. defultory kind of war, were the beft qualified to purfue the fugitiv~ Scots into 

. • Rymer, vol. 2. ~· 607. Waliin. p. 66. Heming. vol. 1. p. 92. t Wallin. p. 66. Hem-
1ng. vol. .I. 89. Tnvet, P· z8g. t Walfin. p. 67. Heming. vol. I. p. g6. Trivet, p. zgr. 

Chron. Duntt. vol. z. p. 6so. § Heming. vol. 1. p. 97• Trivet, p. z9z. 
the 
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the rece[es of their lakes and mountains *. But the fpirit of the nat.ion was al- Chap. xnr. 
ready broke bv their misfortunes; and the feeble and timid Baliol, difcon tented 1

129d6 ~ h 
• . . ~co t an 1U • with his own fubJeCl:s, and over-awed by the Enghfh, abandoned all thofe re- dueJ. 

fources, which his people might yet have poffeifcd in this extretnity. He haO:ened 
to make his fubmiffion to Edward ; he expreifed the deepeft penitence for l:is dif-
loyalty to his liege lord; and he made a folemn and irrevocable refignacion of his 
crown into the hands of that monarch t. Ed ward marched northwards to 
Aberdeen and Elgin, without meeting an enemy: No Scotfman approached hitrt 
but to pay him fubmiffion and do him homage :f:: Even the turbulent highL:n· 
ders, ever refractory to their own princes, and averfe to the reftraint of laws, enJca-
voured to prevent the devaftation of their country, by giving him early proofs 
of obedience : And Ed ward, having brought the whole kingdom to a feeming 
ftate of tranquility, returned to the fouth with his army. There was a fione, to 
which the popular fuperftition of the Scots paid the higheft veneration : All their 
Kings were feated on it when they received the rite of inauguration : An antient 
tradition affured them, that wherever this ftone was placed, their nation 1hould 
always govern: And it was carefully preferved at Scone, as the true pal ladium of 
their monarchy, and their ultimate refource amidir all their misfortunes. Ed-
ward got poffeffion ofit; and carried it with him to England §. He gave orders 
to deftroy all the records, and all thofe monuments of antiquity, which might pre--
ferve the memory of the independance of the kingdom, and refute the E ngliHt 
claims of fuperiority. The Scots pretend, that he aHo deftroyed all the annals 
preferved in their convents: But it is not probable, that a nation, fo rude and un-
polifhed, would be poffeffed of any hiftory, which deferves much to be regreted. 
The great feal of Baliol was broke; and that prince himfelf was carried a prifoner 
to London, and committed to cuftody in the Tower. Two years afterwards he 
was reftored to his liberty, and fubmitted to a voluntary banifhment in France, 
where, without making any farther attempts for the recovery of his royalty, he 
died in a private ftation. Earl Warrenne was left governor of Scotland 11 : Eng-
1ifhmen were entrufted with all the chief offices ·: And Edward, flattering himfelf 
that he had attained the end of all his wifhes, and that the long train of fraud 
and violence which he had praB:ifed againft Scotland, had terminated in the final 
reduction of that kingdom, returned with his victorious army into England. 

AN attempt, which he made about the fame time, for the recovery ofGuienne, War with 

:vas not equally fuccefsful. He fent thither an army of 7000 men, under the France. 

*' Hem in g. vol. I. p. 98. Chron. Dunft. vol. 2. p. 6so. t Rymer, vol. z.fp. 718. Waliing. 
p. 67. Heming. vol. r. p. 99· Trivet, p. 292. f Heming. vol. I. p. Ioo, IOI, § Wal· 
fing. p. 68. Trivet, p. Z99• 11 Ryrner, vol. 2. p. 7z6. Trivet, p. 295• 
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Chap. XIH. command of his brother the earl of Lancafi:er ; and that prince gained at firft 

1z96. fome advantages over the French at Bourdeaux: But he was foon after feized with 

a diftemper, of which he died at Bayonne. The command devolved on the earl 

of Lincoln, who was not ~ble to perform any thing confiderable during the refl: 

of the campaign *. 
BuT the active and ambitious fpirit of Edward, while his conquefts brought fuch 

confiderable acceffions to the Englifh monarchy, could never be fatisfied, fo long as 

Guienne, the antient patrimony of his family, was wrefted from him by the difhoneft 

artifices of the French monarch. Finding,_ that the diftance of that province 

rendereJ all his efforts againft it feeble and uncertain, he propofed to attack France 

in a quarter where ihe appeared more vulnerable; and with this view, he married 

his daughter Elizabeth to John earl of Holland, and at the fame time con

tracted an alliance with Guy earl of Flanders, ftipulated to pay him the fum of 

7 5,ooo 1. and projeCl:ed an invafion with their united forces upon Philip, their 

common enemy t. He hoped, that, when he himfelf at the head of the Eng

lifh, Flemi!h, and Dutch armies, re-inforced by his German allies, to whom he 

had promifed or remitted very confiderable fums, fhould enter the frontiers of 

France, and threaten the capital itfelf with imminent danger, Philip would at 

}aft be obliged to relinquifh his acquifitions, and purchafe peace by the reftitu

tion of Guienne. But in order to fet this great machine in movement, confider

able fupplies were requifite from the parliament; and Edward, without much 

difficulty, obt.1ined from the barons and knights a new grant of a twelfth of aH 

their moveables, and frorrl the boroughs, that of an eighth. The great and al

moft unlimited power of the King over the latter, enabled him to throw the hea

viefi: part of the burthen on them; and the prejudices, which he feems always to 

have entertained agai ~- the church, on account of their former zeal for the 

Mountfort faCtion, made him refolve to load them with ftill more confiderable 

impofi.tions, and he required of them a fifth of their moveables. But he here 

met with an oppofltion, which for fome time difconcerted all his meafures, and 

engaged him in enterprizes, which were fomewhat dangerous to him, and 

would have proved ruinous to any of his predeceffors. 

JJ~ffcntionsl BoNIFAcE VIII. who had fucceeded Celeftine in the papal throne, was a man of 

wtth the der- th ft 1 f d · · r · · d h ' f 
Y· e. mo o ry an enterpnzmg 1p nt; an t o he wanted that aull:erity o manner~, 

which commonly accompanies ambition in men of his order, he was determined 

to carry the authority of the tiara, and his dominion over the temporal power, 

to as great a height as it had ever attained in any former period. Senfible that 

Heming. vol. 1. p. 72, 73, 74• t Rymer, vol. z. p. 761. Walfing. p. 68. 
his 
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1 is immediate predeceifors, by oppreffing the church in every province of Chrift
cndom, had extremely alienated the affeCtions of the clergy, and had afforded 
the civil magiftrate a pretence for laying like impofitions on ecclefiaftical revenues, 
he attempted to refume the former il:ation of the fovereign pontiff, and to eftablifh 
himfelf as the common protector of the fpiritual order againft all invaders. For 
this purpofe, he iffued very early in his pontificate a general bull, probihiting all 
princes to ievy without his confent any taxes from the clergy, and all clergymen 
to fubmit to fuch impofitions; and threatening both of them with the penalties of 
excommunication in cafe of difobedience *. This important edict is faid to have 
been procured by the folicitation of Robert de Winchelfey, archbifhop of Canter
bury, who intended to en1ploy it as a rampart againft the violent extortions which 
the church had felt from Edward, and the frill greater, which that prince's mul
tiplied neceffities gave them reafon to apprehend. When a demand, therefore, was 
made on the clergy of a fifth of their moveables, a tax which was probably much 
more grievous than a fifth of their revenue, as their lands were mofrly ftocked 
with their cattle, and cultivated by their villains ; the clergy took fhelter under 
the bull of Pope Boniface, and pleaded confcience in refufing compliance t. The 
King came not immediately to extremities on this repulfe; but after locking up 
all their granaries and barns, and prohibiting all rent to be paid them, he ap
pointed a new fynod, to confer upon his demand. The primate, not difmJyed by 
thefe pn~ofs of Edward's refolution, here plainly told him, that the clergy owed 
obedience to two fovereigns, their fpiricual and their temporal ; but their duty 
bound them to a much ftricter attachment to the former than to the latter : They 
could not comply with his commands (for fuch, in fome meafure, the requefis of 
the crown were then deemed) in contradiction to the exprefs prohibition of the 
fovereign pontiff :f:. 

THE clergy haJ feen, from many proofs, that Edward paid very little regard 
to thofe numerous privileges, on which they fet fo high a value. He had for
merly feized, in an arbitrary rr:anner, all the money and plate lodged in the 
churches and convents, and had applied them to the public fervice § ; and they 
could not but expect more violent treatment on this fuarp refufa], grounded on 
fuch dangerous principles. Inftead of applying to the Pope for a relaxation of 
his bull, he refotved immediately to employ the power in his hands ; and he told 
the ecc]efiaftics, that, fince they refufed to fupport the civil government, they were 
unworthy to receive any benefit from it; and he would accordingly put them out 

• Rymer, voL 2. p. 706. Heming. vol. 1. p. 104-. t Heming, vol. 1. p. IOj. Trivet, p. 296. 
Chron. Dunfi. vol. 2. p. 652. :t: Heming, vol. x. p. 107. § Walfin. p. 65. Heming. vol. •. p. 51. 
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of the protection of the laws. This vig?rous 1neafur~ was immediately carried 

into execution*. Orders were iffued to the Judges to rece1ve no caufe brought before 

them by the clergy ; to hear and decide all caufes in w?ic~ they ~ere defendants : 

1"'o do every man juftice againfl: them; to do them JUfhce agamft no body t. 
The ecclefiaftics immediately found themfelves in the moft miferable fituation 

imaginable. They could not remain in their own houfes or convents for want of 

fubfiftance : If they went abroad, in queft of a maintenance, they were dif

mounted from their horfes, robbed of their cloaths, abufed by every ruffian, and 

no reCirefs could be obtained by then1 for the moft violent injury. The primate 

himfelf was attacked on the high way, was ftrippcd of all his equipage and fur

niture, and was at laft reduced to board himfelf with a fingle fervant in the houre 

of a country clergyman t· The King, mean while, remained an indifferent 

fpeetator of all thefe violences; and without employing his officers in commit

ing any immediate injury on the priefts, which might have appeared invidious 

and oppreffive, he took ample vengeance on them for their obftinate refufal of 

his demands. Tho' the archbi!hop iffued a general fentence of excommunication 

againft all who attacked the perfons or property of ecclefiaftics, it was not regarded;. 

while Edward enjoyed the pleafure of feeing the people become the voluntary in

ftruments of his juftice againft them, and enure themfelves to throw off that 

refpeB: for the facred order, by which they had been fa long over-awed and go .. 

verned. 

THE fpirits of the clergy were at laft broke by this harlh treatment. Befides

that the whole province of York, which lay neareft the danger that frill hung 

over them from the Scots, voluntarily from the firft voted a fifth of their move

ables; the bifhops of Salifuury, Ely, and fome others, made a c01npofition for 

the fecular clergy within their fees ; and they agreed, not to pay the fifth, which 

would have been an aCt of difobedience to Bonif~ce's bull, but to depofite a fum 

equivalent in fome church appointed them ; where it was taken by the King's of· 

ficers §. Many particular convents and clergymen made payment of a like fum, 

and received the King's proteCtion IJ. Thofe who had not ready money, entered 

· nto recognizances for the payment. And there was fcarce found one ecclefiaftic 

in .the kingdom, who feemed willing to fuffer for the fake of religious privileges, 

~hts new fpecies of martyrdom, the moft tedious and langui!hing of any, the 

mo~ mortifying to fpiritual pride, and not rewarded by that crown of glory, 

whtch the church holds up, with fuch oftentation, to her devoted adherents. 

• Walfin, p. 69. Heming. vol. p. 107•• t M W ft A 9 • e . p. ,z . 
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BuT as the money, granted by parliament, tho' confiderable, was not fuffi. Chap. XIII 
cient to fupply the King's neceffities, and that levied by compofitions with the A b~ 2 97· 

. r 1trar 
clergy came in flowly, Edward was obhged, for the fake of farther fupply, to meafure. 

exert his arbitrary power, and to lay an opprefiive hand on all orders of men in 
the kingdom. He limited the merchants in the quantity of wool allowed to be 
exported ; and at the fame time forced them to pay him a duty of forty fhil-
lings a fack, which was computed to be much above the fifth of the value*. He feiz-
ed all the reil: of the woo], as well as all the leather of the kingdom, into his 
hands, and difpofed of thefe commodities for his own benefit t : He required the 

fheriffs of each county to fupply him with zooo quarters of wheat, and as many 
of oats, which he permitted them to feize wherever they could find them : The 
cattle and other commodities necelfary for fupplying his army were laid hold of 
without the confent of the owners t : And tho' he promifed afterwards to pay 

the equivalent of all thefe goods, men faw but little probability that a prince, who 
fubmitted fo little to the limitations of law, could ever, amidft his multiplied 
neceffities, be reduced to a ftriet obfervance of his en'?agements. He ihowed at 
the fame time an equal difregard to the principles of the feudal law, by which all 
the lands of his kingdom were held: In order to encreafe his army, and enable 
him to fupport that great effort, which he propofed to make againft France, he 
required the attendance of every proprietor of land, poffeffed of twenty pounds a 

year, even tho' he held not of the crown, and was not obliged by the tenure of 
his eftate to perform any fuch fervice §. 

THESE acts of violence and of arbitrary power, notwithfl:anding the great per
fonal regard generally borne to the King, bred murmurs in every order of men ; 
and it was not long, before fome of the great nobility, jealous of their own pri
vileges, as well as of national liberty, gave countenance and authority to thefe 
complaints. Edward affembled an army on the fea-coaft, which he propofed to 

fend over into Gafcony, while he himfelf fhould in perfon make an impreffion on 

the fide of Flanders, and he intended to put thefe forces under the command of 
Humphrey Bohun, earl of Hereford, the conftable, and Roger Bigod, earl of 
Norfolk, the marefchal of England. But thefe two powerful earls refufed to exe
cute his orders, and affirmed, that they were only obliged by their office to at
tend his perfon in the wars. A violent altercation enfued; and the King, in the 
height of his paffion, addreffing himfelf to the conftable, exclaimed, Sir earl, by 
God, )'OU jhall either go or hang. By God, Sir King, replied Hereford, I will net-_ 

.• Walling p. 69. Trevet, p. 296: t Heming. vol. 1. p. 52, 110 :f Heming~ 
·ol. I. p. Ill. § Wa~fing. p. 69. 
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Chap. XIII. tber go nor hang*· And he immediately departed, with the marefchal, and above 

1 z97. thirty other confiderable barons. 

UpoN this oppofition, the King laid afide the project of an expedition againft 

Guienne; and affembled the army, which he propofed to tranfport into Flan• 

ders. But the two earls, irritated in the conteft and elated by impunity, pre· 

tending that none of their anceftors had ever ferved in that country, refufed to 

perform the duty of their office in muftering the army t. The King, now finding 

it advifeable to proceed with moderation, inftead of forfeiting the earls, who pof

feffed their dignities by hereditary right, appointed Thomas de Berkeley, and 

Geoffrey de Geyneville, to act in that emergence, as conftable and marefchal :f:. He 

ndeavoured to reconcile himfelf with the church; took the primate again into 

favour§ ; n1ade him, in conjunction with Reginald de Grey, tutor to the prince, 

whom he propofed to appoint guardian of the kingdom during his abfence ; and 

he even affembled a great number of the nobility in Weftminfter-halJ, to whom 

he deigned to make an apology for his paft conduct. He pleaded the urgent 

neceffities of the crown ; his extreme want of money; his engagement from ho .. 

nour as well as intereft to fupport his allies abroad : And he promifed, if ever 

he returned in fafety, to redrefs all their grievances, to reftore the execution of 

ilie laws, and to make all his fubjeB:s compenfation for the lolfes, which they had 

fuftained. Mean while, he begged them to fufpend their animoflties; to judge of 

him by his future behaviour, of which, he hoped, he would be n1ore mafter; 

to remain faithful to his government, or if he perifhed in the prefent war, to 

preferve their allegiance to his fon and fucceffor 11. 

THE RE were certainly, from the concurrence of difcontents among the great 

and the grievances of the people, materials fufficient in any other period to have 

kindled a civil war in England : But the vigour and 8bilities of Edward kept 

every one in awe ; and his dexterity in flopping on the brink of danger, and re

tracting the meafures, to which he was pulhed by his violent temper and arbi

trary principles, faved the nation from fo great a calamity. The ~wo great earls 

dared not t J break out into open violence ; and they proceeded no farther than 

framing a remonftrance, which was delivered to the King at Winchelfea, when 

he was ready to embark for Flanders. 1'hey there comt:-lained of the violations 

of the great charter and that of forefts; the violent f. izure of corn, leather, cat

tle, and above all, of wool, a commodity, which they affirmed to be equal in 

value to half the lands of the kingd m ; the arbitrary im~ofltion of fvrty fhil-

... Heming. vol. 1. p. 1 12. t Ry• 

p. 430. § Heming. vol. I. p. 1 13. 
r, vol. z p. 783. Walftn. p. 70. :J: M. Weft. 

l1 Heming. vol. I, p, 114. M. Weft. p. 430. 
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1ings a fack on the fmall quantity of wool allowed to be exported by the mer
chants ; and they claimed an immediate redrefs of all thefe grievances*. The King 
told them, that the greateft part of his council were now abfent, and without 
their advice he could not deliberate on meafures of fo great confequence t. 

Chap. XHI. 
1297· 

But the conftable and marefchal, with the barons of their party, refolved to Di!Teniions 

take advantage of Edward's abfence, and to obtain an authentic aifent to their with the 
demands. When fummoned to ~':'tcend the parliament at London, they came barons. 

with a great body of cavalry and infantry; and before they would enter the city, 
required that the gates fhould be put into their cuftody t . The primate, who 
fecretly favoured all their pretenfions, advifed the council to comply ; and thus 
they became tnafters both of the young prince and of the refolutions of parlia-
ment. Their demands, however, were very moderate ; and fuch as fufficiently 
juftify the purity of their intention in all their paft meafures : They only re-
quired, that the two charters fhould receive a folemn confirmation ; that a claufe 
fhould be added to fecure the nation for ever againft all impofitions and taxes 
without confent of parliament ; and that they themfelves and their adherents, 
who had refufed to attend the King into Flanders, fhould be pardoned for this 
offence, and fhould be again received into favour§ The prince of Wales and 
his council affented to thefe terms ; and the charters were fent over to the Kina 

b 
in Flanders to be there confirmed by him. Edward felt the utmoft reluctance 
to this meafure, whtch, he apprehended, would for the future impofe fetters en 
his conduct, and fet limits to his lawlefs authority. Under various pretences, he 
delayed three days the giving any anfwer to the deputies; and when the perni
cious confequences of his refufal were reprefented to him, he was at laft obliged, 
after many internal ftruggles, to affix his feal to the charters, as alfo to the clat~fe 
that bereaved him of the power, which he had hitherto affumed, of impofing 
arbitrary taxes upon the people 11 .. 

THAT we may finifh at once this interefting tranfaction concerning the fettle
ment ot the charters,. we fuall briefly mention the fubfequent events which relate 
to it. The conftable and marefchal, informed of the King's compliance, were 
fatisfied ; and not only ceafed from difturbing the government, but affifted the 
regency with all their power againft the Scots, who had rifen in arms, and had 
thrown off the yoke of the Englifh +· But being fenfible, that the fmalleft pre
tence would fu.ffice to make l:'.dward retract thefe detefted laws, which, tho' they 

* Waliing. p. 72. He ning. vol. I. p. I 15. Trevet, p. 302. t Waliing. p. 72. Heming. 
yol. r. p. 117. Trevet, p. 304. t Heming. vol. l. p. 138. § Waliing. p. 73• 
Heming. vol. I. p. 138, 139, 1 141. Trevet. p . 308. 11 Walling. p. 74· Heming. vol • 
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Chap. XIII. had often received the fantl:ion both of King and parliament, and had been ac.; 

1297· knowledged during three reigns, were never yet deemed to have fufficient vali

dity; they infifted, that he fhould again confirm them on his return to England, 

and fhould thereby renounce all plea which he might derive from his refiding in 

a foreign country, when he formerly affixed his feal to them *. It appeared, that 

they judged aright of Edward>s character and intentions: He delayed this con

firmation as long as pofiible ; and when th fear of worfe confequences obliged 

him again to comply, he added exprefsly a falvo for his royal dignity or prero

g"ative, which in effeCt enervated the force of the whole chartert. The two earls 

and their adherents left the parliament in difcontent ; and the King was con

ftrained, in a future feffion, to grant the people, without any fubterfuge, a pure 

and abfolute confirmation of thofe laws t, which were fo much the objeCt of their 

paffionate affection. Even farther fecurities were then provided for the eftablilh

ment of national privileges. Three knights were appointed to be chofen in each 

county, and were invefl:ed with the power of punifhing by fines and imprifon

ment, every tranfgreffion or violation of the charters§ : A precaution, which, 

tho' it was foon difufed, as encroaching too n1uch on royal prerogative, proves 

the attachment, which the Engliih in that age bore to liberty, and their well 

founded jealoufy of the arbitrary difpofition of Edward. 

THE work, however, was not yet entirely finiihed and compieat. In order 

to execute the leffer charter, it was requifite by new perambulations to fet bounds 

to the royal forefts, and to defafforeft all thofe lands which former encroach

n1ents had comprehended within their limits. Edward difcovered the fame re

luctance to comply with this equitable demand; and it was not till after many 

delays on his part, and many follicitations and requefls, and even menaces of 

war and violence I!, on the part of the barons, that the perambulations were 

n1ade, and exact: boundaries fixt, by a jury in each county, to the extent of his 

forefl:s +· Had not his ambitious and active temper raifed him fo many foreign 

enemies, and obliged him to have recourfe fo often to the affiftance of his fub

jects, it is likely that thefe conceffions could never have been extorted from 

him. 

* Heming. vol. t. p. 159· t Heming. vol. 1. p. 167, 168. :t Heming. vol. t. 

p. 168. § Hemingford, vol. 1. p. 170. 

1l Walling. P· So. We are told by Tyrrel, vol. 2. p. 145. from the Chronicle of St. Albans, that 

the barons, not contented with the execution· of the charter or' forefts, demanded of Edward as high 

terms as had been impofed on his father by the earl of Leicefter: But no o~er hiftorian mentions this 

particular. 
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BuT while tLe people, after fo many fuccefsful fl:rugles, deemed themfelves Chap. XIII. 

happy in the fecure poffeffion of their privileges; they were furprized in 1305 to 12 97· 

find, that Eel ward had fecretly applied to Rome, and had procured from that 

tnercenary court, an abfolution from all the oaths and engagements, which he 

had fo often reiterated to obferve both the charters. There are fome hi!torians ·* 

fo credulous as to imagine, that this perilous fl:ep was taken by him for no other 

purpofe than to acquire the merit of granting a new confirmation of the charters, 

as he did foon after ; and a confirmation fo much the more unqueftionable, that 

it could never after be invalidated by his fucceffors from the pretence of any force 

or violence which had been impofed on him. But befides, that this might have 

been done with a much better grace, if he had never applied for any fuch abfo1u- _ 

tion, the whole tenor of his conduct proves him to be little fufceptible of fuch re

finements in patriotifm; and this very deed itfelf, in which he confirmed anew the 

charters, carries in the face of it a very oppofite prefumption. Tho' he ratified the 

charters in genera], he frill laid hold of the papal bull fo far as to invalidate the late · 

perambulations of the forefts, which had been made with fuch care and attention, 

and to referve to himfelf the power, in cafe of favourable incidr.nts, to extend as 

much as formerly thefe arbitrary jurifdiB:ions. If the power was not in fact 

made ufe of, we can only conclude, that the favourable incidents did not occur. 

THus, after the contefts of near a whole century, and thofe ever accompanied with 

violent jealoufies, often with public convulfions, the great charter was finally efta .. 

blilhed ; and the Englifh nation have the honour of extorting, by their perfevet. 

ranee, this conceffion from the ableft, the moft warlike, and the moft ambitious 

of all their princes t. It is computed, that above thirty confirmations of it were 

at different times required of feveral Kings, and granted by them, in full parlia- · 

ment ; a precaution, which, while it difcovers fome ignorance of the true na

ture of law and government, proves a very laudable jealoufy of national privi

leges in the people, and an extreme anxiety, left contrary precedents fhould ever 

be pleaded as an authority for infringing them. Accordingly we find, that, tho' 

arbitrary praCtices often prevailed, and were even able to eftabli.fh themfelves in·· 

to fettled cuftoms, the validity of the great charter was never afterwards formal

ly difputed ; .and that grant was frill regarded as the bafis of the Englifb govern

n1ent, and the fure rule by :which the authority of every cuftom was to be tried 

and canvaffed. The jurifdiB:ion of the Star-chamber, martial law, imprifon-

* Erady, vol. z. p. 84- . Carte, vol. 2. p. 292. . 

t It mutt however be remarked, that the K:ng never forgave the chief aB:ors in this tranfatl:ion, 

and he found means afterwards to oblige both the conftable and marefchal to refign their offices into 

his hands. The former received a new grant of it: But the office ofi marefchal was given to Thomas of 

Brotherton, the King's fccond fon. · 
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C~<1p. XII£. ment by warrants from the privy council, and other practices of a like nature, 

1
' 97· tho' eftablifhed for feveral centuries, were fcarce ever allowed by the Englifh to 

be parts of their conftitution : The affection of the nation for liberty frill prevail

ed over all precedent, and even all political reafoning : The exercife of thefe 

powers, after being long the fource of fecret murmurs among the people, was, 

in fullnefs of time, folemnly abolifhed, as illegal, at leaft as oppreffive-, by the 

whole legiilati ve authority. 

To return to the period, from which this account of the charters has led us: 

Tho' the King's impatience to appear at the head of his armies in Flanders made 

him overlook all confiderations, either of domeftic difcontents or of commotions 

among the Scots ; he had been fo long retarded by the feveral obftruCl:ions thrown 

in his way, that he loft the proper feafon for action, and after his arrival made 

no progrefs againft the enemy. The King of France, taking advantage of his 

abfence, had broke into the Low Countries; had defeated the F1emings in the 

battle of Furnes; had made himfelf mafter of Liile, St. Omer, Courtrai, and 

Ypres ; and feemed in a fituation to take full vengeance on the earl of Flanders, 

his rebellious vaffal. But Edward, feconded by an Englifh army of so,ooo men 

(for this is the number affigned by hiftorians *) was foon able to ftop the career 

of his victories ; and Philip, finding all the weak refources of his kingdom to be 

already exhaufted, began to dread a reverfe of fortune, and to apprehend an in

vafion on France itfelf. 'the King of England, on the other hand, difappoint

ed of affiftance from Adolph, King of the Romans, which he had purchafed at 

a very high price, and finding many urgent calls for his prefence in England, 

was defirous of ending on any honourable terms a war, which ferved only to 

divert his force from the execution of more important projects. This difpofiti

on of both monarchs foon produced a ceffation of hoftilities for two years; and 

engaged them to fubmit their differences to the arbitration of Pope Boniface. 

BoNIF AcE was the laft of th~ fovereign pontiffs who exercifed an authority 

over the temporal jurifdiCl:ion of princes ; and thefe exorbitant pretenfions, which 

he had been tempted to affume from the fuccefsful examp!e of his predeceffors, 

but of which the feafon was now paft, involved him in fo many calatnities, and 

were attended with fo unfortunate a catafirophe, that they have been fecretly 

abandoned, tho' never openly relinquifhed,_ by his fucceifors in the apofrolic ch:1ir. 

Edward and Philip, equally jealous of papal claims, took care to infert in their 

reference, that Boniface was made judge of the differences by their confent, as a 

• Heming. vol. 1. p. 146. 
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private perfon, not by any right of his pontificate; and the Pope, without feem- Chap. xnr. 
ing to be offended at this mortifying claufe, proceeded to give a fentence between 1298. 

them, in which they both acquiefced *. He brought the1n to agree, that their 
union fuould be cemented by a double n1arriage ; that of Edward himfelf, who 
was now a widower, with Margaret, Philip's fifter, and that of the prince of 
Wales with !fabella, the daughter of that monarch t. Philip was likewife will-
ing to reftore Guienne to the Englifh, which he had indeed no pretenfions to detain; 
but he infifted, that the Scots and their King, John Baliol, fhould, as his allies, ~eace witlt 

be alfo comprehended in the treaty, and fuou]d be reftored to their liberty. The ranee. 

difference was, after feveral difputes, compromifed by making mutual facrifices 
to each other. Edward agreed to abandon his ally the earl of Flanders, on con-
dition that Philip fhould treat in like manner his ally the King of Scots. The 
profpect of conquering thefe two countries, whofe fituation made them fo com-
modious an acquifition to the different kingdoms, prevailed over all other confi
derations; and tho' they were both finally difappointed in their hopes, their con-
duct was very reconcilable to the principles of an interefted policy. This was 
the firft fpecimen which the Scots had of the French alliance, and which was ex-
actly conformable to what a fmaller power muft always expeCl:, when it blind-
ly attaches itfelf to the will and fortunes of a greater. That unhappy people, 
now engaged in a brave, tho' unequal conteft for their liberties, were totally 
abaadoned by the ally, in whom they repofed their final confidence, to the will 
of an imperious conqueror. 

Tao' England, as well as other European countries, was, in its antient ftate, Revolt of 

very ill qualified for making, and il:ill worfe for maintaining conquefts, Scot- Scotland, 

land was fo much inferior in its internal force, and was fo ill fituated for receiving 
foreign fuccours, that it is no wonder an ambitious monarch fuould have cail: his 
eye on fo tempting an acquifition, which brought both fecurity and greatnefs to 
his native kingdom. But the inftruments whom Edward employed to maintain 
his dominion over the northern kingdom, were not happily chofen ; and aCted not 
with the requifite prudence and n1oderation, in reconciling the Scottifh nation to a 

yoke, which they bore with filch extreme reluctance. Warrenne retiring into 
England, on account of his bad il:ate of health, left the adminift:ration entirely 
in the hands of Ormefby, who was appointed juil:iciary of Scotland, and Cref
fingham, who bore the office of treafurer; and a very fmall military force remain-
ed to fecure the precarious authority of thefe miniflers. The latter had no other 

• Rymer, vol. 2. p. 8 I 7. Heming. vol. 1. P.· 14-9· Trivet, p. 3 1 o. 
t Rymer, vol. 2. P· 823. 
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. Chap. XIIL objeCl: but the amaffing money by rapine and injuftice: The former diftingui!hed 

1298• himfelf by the rigor and feverity of his temper: And both of them, mating the 
Scots as a conquered people, made them fenfible, too early, of the grievous fel'

vitude, into which they had fallen. As E c ward required, that all the pro
prietors of land !hould fwear fealty to him ; every one, who refufed or de
layed the giving this teftimony of fubmiffion, was outlawed, and confined, 
and puni!hed without mercy; and the bravei'l: and m oft generous fpirits of the 

nation were thus exafperated to the higheft degree againft the Englifu govern~" 
ment *. 

THERE was one William Wall ace, of a fmall fortune, but defcended of an an-

tient family, in the wen of Scotland, whofe courage prompted him to undertake,. 
and enabled him finally to execute, the defperate attempt of deiivering his na

tive country from the dominion of foreigners. This man, whofe valorous ex
ploits are the objeCt of ju!l: admiration, but have been much exaggerated by the 
traditions of his countrymen, had be.en provoked by the infolence of an Englifu 
officer to put him to death ; and finding himfelf obnoxious on that account to 

the feverity of the adminiftration, he fled into the woods, and offered himfelf as 
a leader to all thofe whom their crimes or bad fortune, or avowed hatred of the 
Englifh, bad reduced to a like neceffity. He was endowed with a gigantic force 
of body, with heroic courage of mind, with difmterefted magnanimity, with an 
incredible patience and ability to bear hunger, fatigue, and all the feverities of 

the feafons ; and he foon acquired among thofe defperate fugitives that authority 

to which his virtues fo juftly intitled him. Beginning with fmall attempts, in 

which he was always fuccefsful, he gradually proceeded to n1ore momentuous 

enterprizes ; and he difcovered equal caution in fecuring his followers, and valour 

in annoying the enemy. By his knowledge of the country, he was enabled, 

when purfued, to enfure a retreat among the moraffes or foreO:s or mountains ; 
and again, colleB:ing his difperfed affociates, appeared unexpectedly in another· 

quarter, and furprized and routed and put to the fword the unwary Engliili. 
Every day brought accounts of his great actions, which were received with no lefs 
favour by his countrymen than terror by the enemy: All thofe, who thi~fted 
after military fame, were defirous to partake of his renown : His fuccefsful va
Jou~ feemed to vi~dicate the nation from the ignominy into whi€h it had fallen, 
by tts tame fubm1ffion to the Engli!h : And tho' no nobleman of note ventured 

as yet to join his party, he had gained a general confidence and attachment, 

which birth and fortune· are not alone able to confer •. 

~ Wa1fing. p. 70. Heming. vol. •· p. u8. Trevet. p. 299•· 
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WALL ACE, having by many fortunate enter prizes, brought the valour of his 

followers to correfpond to his own, refolved to il:rike a necifive blow againft the 
Englifh government; and he concerted he plan o atta king Ormefby at Scone, 

and of taking vengeance on him, for all the violence and tyranny of which he had 

~been guilty. The jufticiary apprized of his intention, fled ha11ily into England: 

Chap. XIII. 
1298. 

All the other officers of that nation imitated his example : Their terror added 
alacrity and courage· to the Scots; who betuok themfelves to arms in every quar

ter: Many of the princi~al barons, an 1 among the reft fir \Villiam Douglas*, 

openly cou tenanced Wall ce's par-ty: Rohert Bruce fecrttly favoured and pro
moted the famp caufe: And the Scots, fhaking off their fetters, prepared them

felves to defencl, by an united efrort, that liberty wh1ch they had fo unexpeCted· 

ly recovered from the hands of their oppreffors. 
BuT Warrenne, colletting an army of 4o,ooo men in the north of England, 

prepared to re ·eftablifh his authority ; and he endeavoured by the celerity of 
his armament, and of his mar h~ to compenfate for his paft negligence, which 
h enabled the Scots to !hake off the Englifu government. He fuddenly entered 
Annandale, and came up with the enemy at Irvine, before their forces were fully 

(olleCted, and before they had put themfelves in a proper pofture of defence. 
Many of the Scots nobles, alarmed with their dangerous fituation, here fubmitted 

to the Englilh, renewed their oaths of fealty, promifed to deliver hoftages for 

their good behaviour, and received a para on for all paft offences t. Others who 
had not yet declared themfelves, fuch as the fteward of Scotland and the earl of 

Lennox, joined, tho' with reluCtance, the Englifh army ; and waited a favour
able opportunity of embracing the caufe of their dift ·effed countrymen. But 
Wallace, whofe authority over his retainers was more fuliy confirmed by the ab· 

fence of the great nobles, perfevered obftinately in his purpofe; and finding him, 
felf unable to give battle to the enemy, he marched northwards, with an intention 
of prolonging the war, and of turning to his advantage the fituation of that moun

tainous and barren country. When \Varrenne advanced to Stir ing, he found Wal

}ace en amped at Cambufk.enneth, on the oppofite banks of the Forth ; and be

·ng continually urged by the impatient Creffingham, who w.1s aEtuated both by 

perfonal and national an· moGties againft the Scots t, he prepared to attack them 

in that pofition, which Wallace, no lefs prudent than courageous, had chofen for 
his army §. In fpite of the remonftrances of Sit :{ichard Lundy, a Scotfman 
of birth a• d farr1ily, who fincerely adhered to the Engli1b, he ordered his army 
to pais a bridge which lay over the Forth; out he was foon convinced, by fatal 

• WaHin. p. 70. 
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Chap. XIIJ. experience, of the error of his conduct. W allace, allowing fuch numbers of the 

1298. Englifh to pafs as he thought proper, attacked them before they were fully formed, 

put them to rout, pufhed part of them into the river, where they were drowned, 

deftroyed the reft by the edge of the fword, and obtained a complete viCtory over 

them *. Among the £lain was Creffingham himfelf, whofe memory was fo ex

tremely odious to the Scots, that they flea'd his dead body, and made faddles and 

girths of his ikin t. W arrenne, finding the remainder of his army extremely 

difmayed by this misfortune, was obliged again to evacuate the kingdom, and re

tire into England. The caftles of Roxborough and Berwick, ill fortified and 

feebly defended, fell foon after into the hands of the Scots. 

W ALLACE, univerfally revered as the deliverer of his country, now received 

from the hands of his followers, the dignity of regent or guardian under the cap

tive Baliol; and finding, that the diforders of war, as well as the unfavourable 

feafons, had produced a famine in Scotland, he urged his army to march into 

England, to fubfift at the expence of the enemy, and to revenge all paft injuries, 

by committing retaliations on that hof1ile nation. The Scots, who deemed every 

thing poffible under fuch a leader, joyfully attended his call; and Wallace, break

ing into the n0rthern counties during the winter feafon, laid every place wafte 

with fire and fword; and after extending on all fides, without oppofition, the fury 

of his ravages, as far as the bi!hopric of Durham, he returned loaded with fpoils, and 

crowned with glory, into his own country :J:. The diforders, which at that time 

prevailed in England, from the refraCtory behaviour of the conftable and marefcha1, 

made it impoffible to collect an army fufficient to refift the enemy, and ex

pofed the nation to this lofs and difhonour. 

BuT Edward, who received in Flanders intelligen~e of thefe events, and had 

already concluded a truce with France, now haftened over into England, in certain 

hopes, by his aCl:ivity and valour, not only of wiping off this difgrace, but of 

recovering that important conqueft of Scotland, which he always regarded as 

the chief glory and advantage of his reign. He appeafed the murmurs of his 

people by conceffions and promifes : He reftored to the citizens of London the 

election of their own magiftrates, of which they had been bereaved in the latter part 

of his father's reign : He ordered ftriB: enquiry to be made concerning the quan

tities of corn and other goods, which had been violently feized before his departure, 

as if he intended to pay the value to th~ owners §: And making public profef

fions of confirming and obferving the charters, he regained the confidence of the 

• WaHin. p. 73· Heming. vol. I. p. 127, 128, 129. Trivet, p. 307. : t Heming. vol. 

1 •. p. 130• t Heming. vol. I. p. 131, 132, 133• § Rymer, vol. 2, p. 813· 
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difcontented nobles. Having by all thefe popular arts rendered himfelf entirely Chap. XIII. 

mafter of his people, he colletl:ed the whole military force of England, Wales, 129°· 
and Ireland; and marched with an army of near an hundred thoufand combatants 
to the northern frontiers. 

NOTHING could have enabled the Scots to refift, but for one feafon, fo mighty 
a power, except an entire union among themfelves; bat as they were deprived of 
their King, whofe perfonal qualities, even when he was prefent, appeared fo con
temptible, and had left among his fubjetl:s no principle of attachment to him or 
his family; factions, jealoufies, and animofities, unavoidably arofe among the 
great, and diftraCl:ed all their councils. The elevation of Wallace, tho' purchafed 
by fo great merit, and fuch eminent fervices, was the objeCt: of envy to the no
bility, who repined to fee a private gentlen1an raifed above them by his rank, and 
frill more, by his glory and reputation. Wall ace himfelf, fenfible of their jealoufy, 
and dreading the ruin of his country from thofe inteftine difcords, voluntarily re
figned his authority, and retained only the command over that body of his fol
lowers, who, being accuftomed to victory under his ftandard, refufed to follow 
into the field any other leader. The chief power devolved on the fteward of 
Scotland, and Cummin of Badenoch; men of eminent birth, under whom the 
great chieftans were more willing to ferve in defence of their country. The two 
Scottiih commanders, colleCting their feveral forces from every quarter, fixed 
their ftation at Falkirk, and propofed there to abide the alfault of the Englilh. 
Wallace was at the head of a third body, which acted under his con1mand. The 
Scots army placed the pikemen along their front : Interlined the intervals be
tween the three bodies with archers : And dreading the great fuperiority of the 
Englifh in cavalry, endeavoured to fecure their front by palifadoes, tied together 
with ropes *. In this difpofition, they expeB:ed the approach of the enemy. 

THE King, when he arrived in fight of the Scots, was pleafed with t.he profpect z2d July. 

of being able, by one decifive firoke, to determine the fortune of the war ; and ~~~:e ofFal .. 

dividing his army alfo into three bodies, he led them to the attack. The Eng-
lifh archers, who began about this time to furpafs thofe of other nations, firit _ 
chaced the Scottifu bowmen off the field; and then pouring in their arrows among 
the pikemen, who were cooped up within their intrenchments, began to throw 
them into diforder, and rendered the alfault of the Englifh pikemen and cavalry 
more eafy and fuccefsful. The whole Scottifh army was broke, and chaced off 
the field with great fiaughter; which the hiftorians, attending more to the exag· 
gerated relations of the populace, than to the probability of things, make amount 

~ Walfing. p. 75• Heming. vol. I, p. 163. 
to 
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~hap. XIII. to fifty or fixty thoufand men *. It is only certain, that the Scots never fufferad 

1298• a greater lofs in any action, nor one which feemed to threaten more inevitable 

ruin to their country. 

IN this general rout of the army, W allace's military fkill and prefence of 

n1ind enabled hin1 to keep his troops together; and retiring behind the Car

ron, which lay in his rear, he marched leifure1y along the banks of that fmall ri-

er, which protected him frotn the enemy. Young Bruce, who had already 

given many proofs of his afpiring genius, but who ferved hitherto in the Englifh 

army, appeared on the oppofitc banl·s; and diftinguifhing the Scottifh chieftain, 

as well by his majeftic port, as by the intrepid aftivity of his behaviour, called 

out to him, and defired a fhort conference. He here reprefented to Wallace the 

fruitlefs and ruinous enterprize in which he was engaged ; and endeavoured to 

perfwade him to bend at laft his inflexible fpirit to fubmiffion under fuperior pow

er and fuperior fortune : He infifted on the unequal conteft between a weak ftate, 

deprived of its head and agitated hy intefiine difcord, and a mighty nation, con

ducted by the ableft and moft martial monarch of the age, and poffeifed of every 

refource either for drawing out the war, or for pufhing it with vigor and acti

vity : If the love of his country was his motive for perfeverance, his obftinacy 

tended only to prolong her mifery ; if he carried his views to private grandeur 

and ambition, he might refleCt-, that, even if Edward Ihould withdraw his armies, 

it appeared from paft experience, that fo many haughty nobles, proud of the pre

eminence of their families, would never fubmit to perfonal merit, whofe fuperi .. 

ority they were lefs inclined to regard as an object of admiration, than as a re

proach and injury to themfelves. To thefe exhortations Wallace replied, that 

if he had hitherto a .:led alone, as the champion of his native country, it was 

fol ly becaufe no fecond or competitor, or what he rather wi!hed, no leader had 

as yet appeared to place himfelf in that honourable ftation : That the blame Jay 

entirely on the nobility, and chiefly on Bruce himfe1f, who uniting perfonal me

rit to dignity of family, had deferred the poft, which both nature and fortune, 

by fuch powerful calls, invited him to affume: That the Scots, poffeffed of fuch 

a head, would, by the'r unanimity and concord, have furmounted the chief dif-

ficulty under wHich they no fV' laboured, and might hope, notwithftanding their 

prefent loffes, to oppofe fuccefsfully all the abilities and power of Edward: That 

Heaven itfelf could not ~ t a more glorious prize before the eyes either of virtue 

or ambition, than to conjoin in one objec , the acquifition of royalty w'th the de

fence of national indep nclance : And that as the ii terefts of his c untry, no 

"' Walling p. 76. T. Vlykes, p. 127. Hcming. vol. I. p. 163, I 64, 165. Trivet, p. 313, fays 

only zo,ooo. M. Weft. p. 4 31, fays 4-o,ooo. more 
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n1ore than thofe of a brave man, could never be fincerely cultivated by a facri
fice of liberty, he himfelf was determined, as far as poffible, to prolong, not her 

mifery, but her freedom, and was defirous, th1t his own life, as well as the ex
iftence of the nation, might terminate, when they could no longer be preferved 
but by receiving the chains of a haughty victor. The gallantry of thefe fenti· 
ments, tho' delivered by an armed enemy, ftruck the generous mind of Brucc: 

The flame was conveyed from the breaft of one hero to that of another: He re
pented of his engagements with Edward ; and opening his eyes to the honourable 
path, pointed out to him by Wallace, fecretly determined to feize the firft oppor
tunity of embracing the caufe, however defperate, of his oppreffed country *. 

Chap. XUI. 
I 298 

THE fubjettion of Scotland, notwithftanding this great victory of Edward, I 299. 

was not yet entirely completed. The Englifh army, after reducing all the fouth-
ern provinces, was obliged to retire for want of provifions ; and left the northern 
counties in the hands of the natives. The Scots, no lets enraged with their pre-
fent defeat, than elevated by their paft vittories, ftill maintained the conteft for 
liberty ; but being fully fenfible of. the great inferiority of their forces, they en
deavoured, by application to foreign courts, to procure to themfelves fome affifr-
ance. T ·he fupplications of the Scottifh minifiers were rejected by Philip ; but were 
more fuccefsful with the court of Rome. Boniface, plea fed with an occafion of 1 3oo. 

exerting his authority, wrote a letter to Edward, exhorting him to put a ftop to Scotland a· 

the oppreffions of Scotland, and difplaying all the proofs, fuch as they had gain fubdued. 

probably been furnifhed him by till! Scots themfelves, for the antient indepen-
dance of that kingdom t. Among other arguments, hinted at above, he men-
tioned the treaty conducted and finifhed by Edward himfelf, for the marriage of 
his fon with the heirefs of Scotland ; a treaty which would have been abfurd, had 

he been fuperior lord of the kingdom, and had poffeffed by the feudal Jaw the 

right of difpofing of his ward in marriage. He mentioned feveral other ftriking 
faCts, which fell within the compafs of Edward's own knowledge; particularly, 
that Alexander, when he did homage to the king, openly and exprefsly declared 
in his prefence, that he fwore fealty not for his crown, but for the lands which he 
held in England: And the Pope's letter might have paffed for a very reafonable onr, 

had he not fubjoined his own claim to be liege lord of Scotland ; a right, which 
had never once been heard of, but which, with a fingular confidence, he afferted 

"' This ftory is told by all the Scots writers ; tho' it muft be owned that Trivet and Hcmingford. 
authors of good credit, both agree that Bruce was not in Edward's army. 

t Rymer, vol. 2. p. 844· Walfin. p. 78, 8o. Heming. vol. I. p. 172. Trivet. p. 318. M. 
vVeft. p. 435· . 
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Cln .,, XIII. to be full, entire, and derived from the m oft remote antiquity. The affirmativ~ 
13oo. ftyle, which had been fo fuccefsful wjth him and his predeceffors in fpiritual con• 

tefts, was never before abufed after fo egregious a manner in any civil controverfy. 

130 I. 

1302, 

THE reply, which Edward wrote to Boniface's letter, contains particulars no 

lefs fingular and remarkable*. He there proves the fuperiority of England by 
hiftorical facts, deduced from Brutus, the Trojan, who, he faid, firft founded the 
Britifh monarchy in the age of Eli and Samuel : He fupports his pofition by all 

the events which paffed in the ifiand before the arrival of the Romans: And 

after laying great ftrefs on the extenfive dominion and heroic victories of King 
Arthur, he vouchfafes at laft to defcend to the tin1es of Edward, the elder, with 

which, in his fpeech to the fi:ates of Scotland, he had chofen to begin his claim of 
fuperiority. He afferts it to be a faCl:, notorious and confirmed by the records of an
tiquity, that the Englifh monarchs had often conferred the kingdom of Scotland 
on their own fub]eB:s; had dethroned thefe vaffal kings when unfaithful to them; 
and had fubfl:ituted others in their place. He difplays with great pomp the full 
and complete homage which William had done to Henry II; without mention
ing the former abolition of that extorted deed by King Richard, and the renoun
ciation of all future claims of the fame nature. Yet this paper he begins with a 
folemn appeal to the Almighty, the fearcher of hearts, for his own firm perfuafion 
of the juftice of his claim; and no lefs than an hundred and four barons affembled 

in parliament at Lincoln, concur, in maintaining before the Pope, under their 
feals, the validity of thefe pretenfions t. At the fame time, however, they take 
care to infonn Boniface, that, tho' they had juftified their caufe before him, they 
did not receive him for their judge: The crown of England was free and fove

reign: They had fworn to maintain all its royal prerogatives, and would never 

permit the king hin1felf, were he willing, to relinquifh its independancy. 

THAT neglefr, almoft total, of truth and juftice, which fovereign ftates dif• 

cover in their tranfatl:ions with each other, is an evil inveterate in the world; is 

one great fource of the mifery to which the human fpecies is continually 

expofed ; and it may be doubted, whether in many inftances it is found 

in the end to contribute to the interefis of thofe princes themfelves, who 

thus facrifice their integrity to their politics. As few monarchs have lain under 

ftronger temptations to violate the principles of equity, than Edward in his 

tranfaB:ions with Scotland ; fo never were they violated with lefs fcruple and re~ 

* Rymer, vol. z. P· 863. \Valfing. p. 81. Heming. vol. 1. p. I77· Trivet, p. 320. M. Weft. 

p 439· Rylcy, P· 596. t Rymcr, vol. z. p. 873· Walling. p. 85. Heming. vol. 1. p. 186. 
Trivet, p. 3 30. M. Weft. P· 443 ~ . 
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ferve: Yet his advantages were hitherto precarious and uncertain ; and the Scots, once Chap. XIII. 

rouzed to arms and enured to war, began to appear a formidable enemy, even to 
this military and ambitious prince. They chofe John Cummin for their regent ~ Sc~tland a. 

and not content with maintaining their independance in the northern parts, they gam revolts. 

made incurfions into the fouthern counties, which, Ed ward imagined, he had 
totally fubdued. John de Segrave, whom he had left guardian of Scotland, led 1303. 

an army to oppofe them ; and lying at Rofiin near Edinburgh, fent out his forces z4th Feb ... 

in three divifions, to provide themfelves in forage and fLJbfiftance from the neigh-
bourhood. One party was fuddenly attacked by the regent and Sir Si m on Frafer; 
and being unprepared, were immediately routed and purfued with great Oaughter. 
The few that efcaped, flying to the fecond divifion, gave warning of the approach 

of the enemy : The foldiers ran to their colours : And were immediately led out 

to take revenge for the death of their countrymen. The Scots, elated with the 
advantage already obtained, made a vigorous impreffion upon them: The Englifh, 
animated with vengeance, maintained a ftout refiftance : The victory was long 
undecided between them; but at ]aft declared itfelf entirely in favour of the for-
mer, who broke the Engliih, and chaced them to the third divifion, now advanc-
ing with a hafty march to fupport their difi:r~ffed companions. Many of the 
Scots had fallen in the two firft actions ; mofi: of them were wounded ; and all 
of them extremely fatigued by the long continuance of the corn bat : Yet were 
they fo tranfported with fuccefs and military rage, that, having fuddenly reco-
vered their order, and arming the followers of their camp with the fpoils of the · 
fiaughtered enemy, they drove with fury upon the ranks of the difmayed Englilh. 
The favourable moment decided the battle; which the Scots, had they met with 
a fteddy refiftence, were not long able to maintain: The Englifh were chaced off 
the field: Three viCtories were thus gained in one day * : And the renown of 
thefe great exploits, feconded by the favourable difpofitions of the people, foon 
made the regent mafter of all the fortreffes in the fouth ; and it became neceHary 

for Edward to begin anew the conqueft of the kingdon1. 

THE King prepared himfelf for this enterprize with his ufual vigour and ability. 
He aff'embled both a great fleet and a great army; and entering the frontiers of Scot
land, appeared with a force, which the enemy could not think of refifting in the 

open field: The Englifu navy which failed along the coaft, fecured the army from 
any danger of famine : Edward's vigilance preferved them from furprizes : And by 
this prudent difpofition, they marched viCl:orioufiy from one extremity of the 
kingdom to the other, ravaging the open country, taking in all the caftles · t, 

• Heming. vol. x. p. 197· t Heming. vol. 1. P· 205. 
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Chap. xrrr. and receiving the fubmiffions of all the nobility, even thofe of Cummin the re-

1 3o3. gent. The moft ,obftinate refiftance was made by the caftle of Brechin, defended 

by Sir Thomas Maule; and the place opened not its gates, till the death of the 

governor, by difcouraging the garrifon, obliged them to fubmit to the fate, 

Is again fub
dued. 

1JO.f. 

IJO). 

23 Auguft. 

which had overwhelmed the reft of the kingdom. \Vallace, tho' he attended 

the Engli!h army in their march, found but few opportunities of fignalizing that 

valour, which had formerly made him fo terrible to his enemies. 

EnwARD, having compleated his conqueft, which employed him during the 

fpace of near two years, now undertook the more difficult work, of fettling the 

country, of eftabli!hing a new form of government,. and of making his acquifition 

durable to the crown of England. He feems to have carried matters to extremi· 

ty againft the natives : He abrogated all the Scottifh laws and cuftoms *. He 

endeavoured to fubftitute the Engliili in their place: He entirely razed or de .. 

ftroyed all the monun1ents of antiquity : Such records or hiftories as had efcaped 

his former fearch were now burnt or difperfed : And he haftened, by too pre

cipitate fteps, to abolifh entirely the Scottiili name, and to !ink it finally into the 

Engliili. 

EowARD, however, ftiU deemed his favourite conqueft expofed to fome clan.:: 

ger, fo long as WaHace was alive; and being prompted both by revenge and po

licy, he employed every art to difcover his retreat, and become m after of his 

perfon. At laft, that hardy warrior, who was determined, amidft the univerfal 

flavery of his country-men, frill to maintain his independance, was betrayed into 

Edward's hands by Sir John lYionteith, his friend, whom he had made acquaint

ed with the place of his concealment. The King, whofe natural bravery fhould 

have induced him to refpeCl: like qualities in an enemy, enraged at fome violence 

committed by Wall ace during the fury of wart, refolved to overawe the Sects 

by an example of feverity ; and he ordered Wallace to be carried up in chains to 

London ; to be tried as a rebel and traitor, tho' he never had made fubmiffion, 

nor f worn fealty to England ; and to be executed on Tower-hill :J:. This was 

the unworthy fate of a hero, who, thro' a courfe of many years, had, with fig· 

nal conduct, intrepidity and perfeverance, defended, againft a public and op

preffive enemy, the liberties of his native country. 

BuT the barbarous p2Jicy of Edward failed of the purpofe, to which it was di." 

reCted. The Scots, already difgufted with the great inn vations introduced by 

• Ryley, P· \06. t Walfing. p. 8A. Henu'ng vol 1 p 1 ,. . • • . .zo. 
~o. Trivet, p. 340. Murinmuth, p. 36 .. 
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the fword of a conqueror into their laws and government, were farther enraged Chap. XIIT. 

at the injuftice and cruelty exercifed upon W allace; and all the envy, which, 13°5· 

during his lifetime, had attended that gallant chieftain, being now buried in his 
grave, he was univerfally regarded as the champion of Scotland, and the patron 
of her expiring independance. T'he people, inflamed with refentment, were eve-
ry where difpofed to rife againft the Englifh government; and it was not long 

before a new and more fortunate leader prefented himfelf, who condllcted them to 

liberty, to viccory, and to vengeance. 

RoBERT BRucE, the fon *of th.at Robert, who had been one of the compe- 1306. 

titors for the crown, had fucceeded, by his father's death, to all his preten!ions ~ RobertBruce. 

and the death of John Baliol which happened nearly about the fame time in 
France, with the captivity of Edward, the only fon of that prince, feemed to 
open a full career to the genius and ambition of this young nobleman. He faw, 
that the Scots, when the right to their crown had expired in the males of their 
antient royal family, had been divided into parties nearly equal between the 
houfes of Bruce and Baliol; and that every incident, which had fince happened, 

had tended to wean them from any attachment to the latter. The flender capa-
city of John had proved unable to defend them againft their enemies: He had 
meanly refigned his crown into the hands of the conqueror : He had, before his 
delivery from captivity, re-iterated that refignation in a manner feemingly volun-
tary; and had in that act thrown out many reflections extremely difhonourable to 
his antient fubjects, whom he publickly called traitors, ruffians, and rebels, and 
with whom, he declared, he was determined to maintain no farther connexions t; 
He had, during the time of his exile, adhered ftriCl:ly to that refolution ; 
and his fon, being a prifoner, feemed ill qualified to revive the rights, now fully 
abandoned, of his family. Bruce therefore hoped, that the Scots, fo long ex-

pofed, from the want of a leader, to the oppreffions of their enemies, would una· 
nimoufly fly to his ftandard, and would feat him on the vacant throne, to which 
he brougha fuch plaufible pretenfions. His afpiring fpirit, inflamed by the fervor 

of youth, and buoyed up by his natural courage, faw the glory alone of the 
enterprize, or regarded the prod'igious difficulties, which attended it, as the fource 
only of farther glory. The miferies and oppreffions, which he had beheld 
his countrymen fuffer in their unequal conteft ; the repeated defeats and misfor-
tunes, which they had undergone., proved to him fo many incentives to bring 

• Herningfor~ vol. I. p. 218. calls him the grandfon of Robert ; and is very particular in the ac
CO\mt of the times in which his father and grandfather died. Hemingford is the beft hifto•ian of tha 
age. t Brady's hift. vol. 2. A pp. No. 27. 

them 



118 H I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

Chap. XIII. them relief, and con duB: them to revenge againfl: the haughty viCl:ors. The 

'3°6· circumftances, which attended Bruce's firft declaration, are varioufiy related ; 

but we £hall rather follow the account given by the Scots hiftorians; not that 

their authority is in general at:1y wife to be compared to that of the Englifh ; but 

becaufe they may be fuppofed to be fometimes better informed concerning faCl:s, 

which fo nearly interefted their own nation. 

:10th Feb. 

BR ucE, who had long harboured in his breaft the defign of freeing his enllav

ed country, ventured at I aft to open his mind to John Cummin, a powerful 

nobleman, with whom he lived in ftriCl: intimacy. He found in his friend all the 

appearance of his own fentiments; and needed to employ no arts of perfuafion to 

make him embrace the refolution of throwing off, on the firft favourable oppor

tunity, the ufurped dominion of the Englifu. But on the departure of Bruce, 

who attended Edward to London, Cummin, who either had dilfembled all along 

with him, or began to refl.eCl: more coolly in his abfence on the defperate nature 

of the undertaking, refolved to attone for his crime of alfenting to this rebellion, 

by the merit of revealing the fecret to the King of Engl~nd. Edward did not 

immediately commit Bruce to cuftody; becaufe he propofed, at the fame time, 

to feize his three brothers, who refided in Scotland; and he contented himfelf 

with fecretly fetting fpies upon him, and ordering all his motions to be ftrietly 

guarded. A nobleman t>f Edward's court, Bruce's intimate friend, was appriz

ed of his danger; but not daring, amidft fo many watchful eyes, to hold any 

converfation with him, he fell on an expedient to give him warning, that it was 

full time he fhould make his efcape. He fent him by a fervant, a pair of gilt 

fpurs and a purfe of gold, which he pretended to have borrowed from him; and 

left it to the fagacity of his friend to difcover the meaning of the prefent. Bruce 

immediately contrived the means of his efcape; and as the ground was at that 

time covered with fnow, he had the precaution, it is faid, to order his horfes to 

be fhod with their £hoes turned backwards, that he n1ight deceive thofe, who 

fhould track his path over the open fields or crofs roads, thro' which he purpof

ed to travel. He arrived in a few days at Dumfries in Annandale; the chief feat 

of his family intereft ; and he happily found a great number of the Scottifh nobi· 

lity there affembled, and among the reft, John Cummin, his former affociate. 

THE noblemen were aftonifued at the appearance of Bruce in their company; 

and frill more when he difcovered to them the objeB: of his journey. He told 

them, that he was come to live or die with them in defence of the liberty of his 

<:ountry, and hoped, with their affiftance, to redeem the Scottifh name from all the 

indignities, which ~t had fo lon? fuffered from the tyranny of their i~erious maf

ters; That the facnfice of the nghts of his family was the firft injury which had pre-

4 pared 
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pared the way for their enfuing flavery; and by refuming then1, which was his Chap ~ur. 
firm purpofe, he opened to them the joy ful profpefr of recovering from the (rau-

130 
• 

dylent ufurper their antient and hereditary independance: That all their paft 
m sfortunes had proceeded fron1 their difunion ; and they would foon appear no 
lefs formidable than of old to their enemies, if they now deigned to follow into 
the field their rightful prince, who knew no medium between death and viEtory : 
That their mountains and their valour, which had, during fo many ages, pro
teEted their liberty from all the efforts of the Roman empire, would ftill be fuf
ficient, were they worthy of their generous anceftors, to defend them againft the 

utmofr violence of the Englifh tyrant : That it was unbecon1ing men, born to 
the mofr antient independance, known in Europe, to fubmit to the will of any 
mafters; but fatal to receive thofe, who, being irritated by fuch perfevering op
pofition, and en flamed with the higheft animofity, would never deem themfelves 
fecure of their ufurped dominion but by exterminating all the antient nobility, 
and even all the antient inhabitants : And that, being reduced to this defperate · 
e tremity, it were better for them at once to perifh, like brave men, with thei~ · 

fwords in their hands, than to dread long, and at laft undergo, the fate of the 
unfortunate Wallace, whofe merits, in the brave and obftinate defence of his 
country, were finally rewarded by the hands of an Engliih executioner. 

THE fpirit with which this difcourfe was delivered, the bold fentiments which 
it conveyed, the novelty of Bruce's declaration, affifted by the graces of his 
youth and n1anly deportment, made deep impreffion on the minds of his audience, . 
and rouzed all thofe principles of indignation and revenge, with which they had 
long been fecretly aCtuated. The Scottifh nobles declared their unanimous re
folution to ufe the utmoft efforts in delivering their country from b~dage, ana 
to fecond the courage of Bruce, in afferting his and their undoubted rights, againft 
their common oppreffors. Cummin alone, who had fecretly taken his n1eafures 
with the King, oppofed this general determination ; and by reprefenting the great 
power of England, governed by a prince of fuch uncommon vigour and abilities, 

he endeavoured to fet before then1 the certain defiruttion, which they muft ap
prehend, if they again violated their oaths of fealty, and fhook off their allegi .. 
ance to the viCtorious Edward *. Bruce, already apprized of his treachery, and . 
forfeeing the certain failure of all his own fchemes of ambition and glory from the 
oppofition of fo potent a leader, took. immediately his refolution; and moved 
partly by refentment, partly by policy, followed Cummin on the diffolution o(_
the alfembly, attacked him in the cloyfters of the Grey Friars thro' which he paf

fed, and running him thro' the body, left him for dead. Sir Thotnas Kirkpa-~ 

~ M. Weft. P· 453· 
I<ic, 
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Chap. xnr. tric, one of Bruce's friends, a1king him foon after, if the traitor was fiain. 1 

1 3°6• believe fo 1 
replied Bruce. And is that a matter, cried Kirkpatric, to be left to con-

jeCture? I will fecure him. Upoa which he drew his dagger, ran to Cummin, and 

ftabbed him to the heart. This deed of Bruce and his affociates, which contains 

circumfiances, juftly condemned by our prefent manners, was regarded in that age as 

an effort of manly vigour and juft policy. The family of Kirkpatric took for the 

creft of their arms, which they frill wear, a hand witA. a bloody dagger: And 

chofe for their motto thefe words, I will fecure him ; the expreffion employed by 

their anceftor, when he executed that violent action. 

Third revolt THE murder of Cummin affixed the feal to the confpiracy of the Scottifh no

of Scotland. bles : They had now no refource left but to fhake off the yoke of England, or to 

perilh in the attempt : The genius of the nation rouzed itfelf from its prefent de

jection : And Bruce, flying to different quarters, excited his partizans to arms, 

attacked with fuccefs the difperfed bodies of the Englifh, got poffeffion of many 

of the caftles, and having made his authority be acknowledged in moft parts of 

the kingdom, was folemnly crowned and inauguratea in the abbey of Scone by 

the bilhop of St. Andrews, who had zealouOy embraced his caufe. 1'he Englifh 

were again chaced out of the kingdom, except fuch as took fhelter in the ftrong 

fortreffes that remained in their hands; and Edward found, that the Scot~, twice 

conquered in his reign, and often defeated, muft yet be anew fubdued. Not dif

couraged with thefe unexpected difficulties, he fent Aymer de Valence with a confi

derable force into Scotland to check the progrefs of the infurgents; and that ge

neral, falling unexpectedly upon Bruce at Methven in Perthlhire, threw his ar

my into fuch diforder, as ended in a total defeat*. Bruce fought with the 1noft 

heroic courage, was thrice difmounted from his horfe in the action, and as often 

recovered himfelf ; but was at laft obliged to yield to fuperior fortune, and take 

fuelter with a few followers in the weftern ifies. The earl of Athole, Sir Simon 

Frafer, and Sir Chriftopher Seton, who had been taken prifoners, were or

dered by Edward to be executed as rebels and traitors t. Many other acts of 

• 

I 307. rigor were exercifed by him ; and that prince, vowing revenge againft the whole 

Scottifh nation, whom he deemed incorrigible in their averfion to his govern

tnent, affembled a great army, and was prepa'ring to enter the frontiers, fecure of 

fuccefs, and determined to make the defencelefs Scots the viftims of his feverity: 

vVhen he unexpectedly fickened and died at CarliQe; enjoining with his laft 

breath his fon and fucceffor to profecute the enterprize, and never to defifi: til! 

he had finally fubdued the kingdom of Scotland. He expired in the fixty ninth 
Death 
7th July. 

• Wa1fing. p. 9I· Heming. vol. I. p. zzz, 223. Trevet, p. 34+ 
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~ear of his age, and the thirty fifth of his reign, hated by his neighbours, but Chap. xat. 
extremely refpeEted and revered by his own fubjeEts. 1307. 

TilE enterprizes finifhed by this prince, and the projeCts which he formed and and cha~~Cler 
1 r. d 1 1 d n. of the Ku r brought very near to a cone uuon, were more pru ent, more regu ar y con Ul,;L· 

ed, and more advantageous to the folid interefts of his kingdom than thofe which 
were undertaken in any reign either of his anceftors or his fucceffors. He reftor-
-ed authority to the government, difordered by the weaknefs of his fath~; ~1C: 
maintained the laws againfl: all the efforts of his turbulent baro~~; i1e fully annex-
ed to his crown the principality of Wales ; he ~s~k the wifeft and m oft effeCt:ual 
tneafures for reducing Scotland ~~ a i~Ke condition ; and tho' the equity of thi 
latter enterprize ffi~Y reafonably be queftioned, the circumftances of the two king-
doms promifed fuch certain fuccefs, and the advantage was fo vifible of uniting 
the whole ifiand under one head, that thofe who give great indulgence to reafons 
of ftate in the meafures of princes, will not be apt to regard this part of his con-
duB: with much feverity. But Ed ward, however exceptionable his character may 
-appear on the head of juftice, is the model of a politic and warlike King: ]:-Je 
poffeffed induftry, penetration, courage, vigour, and enter prize: He was frugal 
in all expences that were not neceffary ; he knew how to open the public trcafures 
-en a proper occalion ; he punifhed criminals with feverity ; he was gracious and 
affable to his fervants and courtiers ; and being of a majeftic figure, expert at all 
bodily exercifes, and in the main well proportioned in his limbs, notwithftanding 
the great length and the fma1lnefs of his legs, he was as well qualified to capti-
vate the populace by his exterior appearance, as to gain the approbation of men 
of fenfe by his more folid virtues. 

BuT the chief advantage, which the people of England reaped, and ftill con· Mi1cellaneous 

tinue to reap, from the reign of this great prince, was the correction, extenfion, tr~nfa0ions of 

d ft bl .ih f h 1 h. h Ed d · · d · tlns reJgn. amendment, an e a 1 ment o t e aws, w lC war mamtame m great ~ 

vigour:, and left much improved to pofterity: For the work of wife legiflators 
commonly remain ; while the acquifitions of conquerors often peri!h with them~ 
This merit has juftly gained to Edward the appellation of the Englifh J uftinian. 
Not only the numerous ftatutes, paffed in his reign, touch the chief points of ju
rifprudence, and, according to Sir Ed ward Coke*, truly deferve the name of 
eftabliiliments, becaufe they were more c:onftant, ftanding, and durable laws than 
any made fince; but the regular order of his adminiftration gave an opportunity 
to the common law to refine itfelf, and brought the judges to a certainty in their 
determinations, and the lawyers to a precifion in their pleadings. Sir Matthew 

Infiitute, p. 156. 
VoL. II. R Hale 
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Chap. XIII. I-:lale has remarked the fudden improvement of Englifh law during this reign ; 

1 3°7· and ventures to affert, that, till his own time, it had never received any coofi

derable encreafe *. Edward fettled the jurifdietion of the feveral courts; urft 

eftablifhed the offi~e of juftice of peace ; abftained from the practice too com

mon before him, of interrupting juftice by mandates from the privy council t ; 

repreffed robberies and. diforders :1:; encouraged trade by giving merchan~ :m 

c~f"'r way of recovering their debts§; and in fhort, introduced a new face of 

thi~os by the ~·~o-our and wifdom of his government. As law began now to be 

wclt'eftablifhed, t>the abule of ~!!~t happinefs began alfo to be remarked. In:lead 

of their former affociations for robbery an~ ~r~!.>.l~nce, men entered into formal 

combinations to fupport each other in law-fuits ; and it w·~~ f~und requifite to 

check this grievance by aB: of parliament 11· 

T'HERE happened in this reign a confiderable alteration in the execution cf the 

laws: The King abolifhed the office of chief jufticiary, which he thought pofeifed 

too much power, and was dangerous to the crown+: He compleated t~ di

vifion of the court of exchequer into four diftinB: courts, which managed, each, 

its feveral branch, without dependance on any one magiftrate; and as the law· 

yers invented a method, by means of their fictions, to carry bufinefs from onecourt 

to another, the feveral courts became rivals and checks to each other ; a circum

ftance which tended much to improve the praCtice of the law in England. . 

BuT tho' Edward appeared thus, thro' his whole reign, a friend to 1av and 

juftice, it cannot be faid, that he was an enemy to arbitrary power ; and in a 

government tnore regular and legal than was that of England in his age, fuch 

practices as thofe which may be remarked in his adminiftration, would have given 

fufficient ground of complaint, . and fometimes were even in his age the objea of 

general difpleafure. The violent plunder and banifhment of the Jews; the 

putting the whole clergy, at once, out of the protection of Jaw; the feizing all 

the wool and leather of the kingdon1 ; the heightening the impofitions on the 

former valuable commodity ; the new and illegal commiffion of Trail-b1fion ; 

the taking all the money and plate of monafteries and churches, even before he 

had any quarrel with the clergy ; the fubjecting every man poifeifed of twenty 

• Hiftory of the E r.glifh law, p. 158, 163. 

t Anticuli fuper Cart. cap. 6. Edward enafted a law to this purpofe; but it is very doubt:uf, whe

ther he ever obferved it. We are fure that fcarce any ofhis fucce!fors did. The multitude of :liefe let

ters of proteetion were a ground of complaint by the commons in 3 Edw. II. See Ryley, p. 525. 

This prattice is declared illegal by the ftatute of Northampton paffed in the fecond of Edwarc! HI. but 

ilill continued, like many other abufcs. There are inftances of it fo late as the reign of Q:_ Elkabeth. 

t Statute of Winton. § Statute of Aaon Burnel. 11 Statute of Confpira1ors. 

+ Spelman. Gloff. in verbo jufliciarius, Gilbert's hift. of the Exchequer1 p. 8. · 
pounds 
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pounds a year to military fervice, tho, not bound to it by his tenure ; his vifible 
reluctance to confirm the great charter, as if that conceffion had had no valiaity 

from the deeds of his predeceifors ; the captious claufe which he at lafi: annexea 
to his confirmation ; his procuring, after all, the Pope's difpenfation from the oaths 
"'hich he had taken to obferve that charter; and his levying of arbitrary talliages 
even after the ftatute, or rather charter, by which he had renounced that preroga
tive ; thefe are fo many demonftrations of his arbitrary difpofition, and prove with 
:what exception and referve we ought to celebrate his love of j uftice. He took care 
that his fubjecrs fhould do juftice to one another; but he defired always to have his 
own hands free in all his tranfactions, both with them . and with his neigh-
bours. · 

THE chief obftruCl:ion to the execution of j uftice in thofe times was the power 
of the great barons; and Edward was perfectly qualified, by his character and abi
lities, to keep thefe tyrants in awe, and to reftrain their illegal practices. This 
falutary purpofe was accordingly the great object of his attention; yet he was 
imprudently led into a meafure which tended very much to encreafe and confirm 
their exorbit nt authority. He paffed a ftatute, which, by allowing them to en
tail their eftates, mad it impraClicable to diminifh the property of the great fa
milies, and lefc them all means of encreafe and acquifition. 

Chap. XIII. 
1307. 

EDWARD obferved a contrary policy with regard to the church : He feems to 

l:ave been the firft chriftian prince who paffed a ftatute of mortmain ; and pre
vented by law the clergy from making new acquifitions of lands, which by the 
ecclefiaftical canons they were for ever prohibited to alienate. The oppofition 
between his maxims with regard to the nobility and ecclefiaftics, leads us to con- . 
jeC\:ure, that it was only by chance he paffed the beneficial ftatute of mortma1n, 
~nd that his fole objeB: was, to maintain the number of knights fees, and to pre
vent the fuperiors from being defrauded of the profits of wardfhip, marriage, 
livery, and other eJnoluments arifing from the feudal tenures. This is indeed 
the reafon affigned in the ftatute itfelf, and appears to have been his real object 
irt enacting it. The author of the annals of Waverly afcribes this act chiefly to 
the King's anxiety for maintaining the military force of the kingdom ; but adds 
that he was tnuch miftaken in his purpofe ; for that the Amalekites were overcome 
more by the prayers of Mofes than by the fword of the Ifraelites t. 

Eow AR o was very aCtive in reftraining the ufurpa.tions of the church, and ex ... 
cepting his ardour for Croifades, which adhered to him during his whole life, 
feems, in other refpetls, to have been little infecred with fuperftition, 'the vice 

• Brady of burroughs, p. z 5, from the records. 
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:hap. XUI. chiefly of weak minds. But the paffion for Croifades was really in that age th 

13 J7· paffion for glcry. As the Pope now felt himfelf fomewhat more reftrained in 

his former praCtice of pillaging the national churches by general impofitions upon 

1
them, he permitted the generals of particular orders, who refided at Rome., to 

levy taxes on the feveral convents fubjeCl:ed to their jurifditl:ion ; and Edward 

was obliged to enaCt a law againft this new abufe. It was alfo become a practic~ 

of the court of Rome to provide fucceffors to benefices before they became vacant~ 

Ed ward found it likewife neceffary to reftrain by law this new fource of injuftice 

and impofition. 

T:HE tribute of Iooo marks a year, to whi~h King John, in doing homage to 

the Pope, had fubjeeted the kingdom, had been pretty regularly paid fince hi~ 

' time, tho' the vaffa.lage was conftantly denied, and indeed, for fear of giving of

fence, had been but little infifted on. The payment was called by a new name 

of c.enfus, not by that of tribute. King Edward feems to have always paid this 

n1oney with great reluCtance, and he fuffered it, at one. time, to run on for 

!lx years*, at another for eleven t : But as princes in that age ftood continlaally 

in need of the Pope's good offices, for difpenfations of marriages and other con .. 

ceffiDns, the court of Rome found always means, fooner or latter, to catch the 

n1oney. The levying G>f firft fruits was alfo a new device, begun in this reign, 

by which his holinefs got his fingers very frequently into the purfes of the faith

ful; and the King feems unwarily to have given way to it. 

EowARD had by his firft wife, Eleanor of CaUile,. four fons, but Edward his 

heir and fucceffor, was the only one that furvived him. She alfo bore him 

eleven daughters, moft of whan1 died in the.ir infancy: Joan was married firft 

td the earl of Glocefter, and after his death, to R.alph de Monthermer; Mar

garet efpoufed John duke of Brabant: Elizabeth efpoufed fidl: John earl of Hol· 

land : and afterwards the earl of Hereford : Mary was a nun at Ambrefbury. 

He had by his fecond wife, Margaret of France, two fons and a daughter ; Tho· 

nus created earl of Norfolk, and Marefchal of England ; and Edmond who was 

created earl of Kent by his brother when King. The. princefs died in her in· 

fancy. 

IN the former reign the taxes had been partly fcutages, partly a proportional 

part of the moveables, granted by parliament : In this, fcutages were entirdy 

uropt; and the affeifment on moveables was the chief method of taxation. Ed· 

ward in his fourth year had a fifteenth granted him ; in his fifth year a twelfth; 

:.n his eleventh year a thirtieth from the laity, a twentieth from the clergy;· in 

1" Id. p. 86Jo. 
hi.s 
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liis eighteenth year a fifteenth ; in his twenty fecond year a tenth from the laity, Chap. XIII. 

a fixth from London and other corporate towns, half of their benefices from the 13°7· 

clergy ; in his twenty third year an eleventh from the barons and others, a tenth 
from the clergy, a feventh from the burgeffes ; in his twenty fourth year a twelfth 
from the barons and others, an eighth from the burgeffes, from the clergy, no-
thing, becaufe of the Pope's inhibition; in his twenty fifth year an eighth from 
the laity, a tenth from the clergy of Canterbury, a fifth from thofe of York; 
in his twenty ninth year a fifteenth from the laity, on account of his confirming 
the perambulation of the forefts ; the clergy granted nothing; in his· thirty third 
year, firft a thirtieth from the barons and others, and a twentieth from the bur-
geffes, then a fifteenth from all his fubjeCl:s; in his thirty fourth year .a thirtieth 

from all his fubjeB:s for knighting his eldeft fon 
THESE taxes were moderate; but the King had alfo duties upon exportation 

and importation granted him from time to time: The heavieft was commonly 
upon wool. Poundage, or a fhilling a pound, was. not regularly granted tbe 

ings for life tiU the reign of Henry V :o: -
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Weaknefs of the King-His pajjion for favourit(s-Piers Gavajlon 
-Dfftontent if the barons-Marder of Gava.fton--War with 
Scotland-Battle of Bannockburn-Hugh le Defpenflr-Civil 
commotions--Execution of the earl of Lanca.fler---Confpiracy 
againjl the King-lnfurreelion-'Ihe King dethroned--Mur
dered-His Charatler-Mifcellaneous tranfaCiions in this reign. 

Chap. xtv. THE prepoffeffions, entertained in favour of young Edward, kept the Eng-
1307· lHh from being fully fenfible of the extreme lofs, which they hact fuftained 

by the death of the great monarch, who filled the throne; and all men hafl:ened 
with alacrity to take the oath of allegiance to his fon and fuccelfor. This prince 
was in the twenty-third year of his age, was of an agreeable figure, of a mild and 
gentle difpofition; and having never difcovered a propenfity to any dangerous 
vice, it was very natural to prognofticate tranquility and happinefs from his go· 

Weaknefs of vernment. But the firfl: atl: of his reign blafted all thefe hopes, and !hewed him 
the King. to be totally unqualified for that perilous fituation, in which every Engli!h mo

narch during thofe ages, had, from the unfi:able form of the confi:itution, and 
the turbulent difpofitions of the people, derived from it, the misfortune to be 
placed. The indefatigable Robert Bruce, tho' his army had been diffipated and 
he himfelf had been obliged to take fhelter in the weftern ifies, remained not long 
in tranquility; but before the death of the late King, had fallied from his re
treat, had again colleCl:ed his followers, had appeared in the field, and had obtained 
by furprize an important advantage over Aymer de Valence, who commanded 
the Englifh forces *. He was now become fo confiderabie as to have afforded the 
King of England fu.fficient glory in fubduing him, without incurring any danger 
of his feeing all thofe mighty preparations, made by his father, fail in the enter
prize. But Edward, infi:ead of purfuing his advantages, marched but a little 
way into Scotland; and having an utter incapacity, and equal averfion for all ap
plication or ferious bufinefs, he immediately returned upon his footfteps, and dif
perfed his army. His grandees perceived from this conducr, that the authority 

• Trivet, p. 346. 
t of 



of the crown, fallen into fuch feeble hands, was no longer to be dreaded, and Chap. XIV. • 

that every infolence might be practiced by them with impunity. J 3°7· 

THE next meafure, taken by Edward, gave them an inclination to attack thofe 

Prerogatives, which no longer kept them in awe. There was one Piers Ga vafton, ~is pa!fttton for ...., 1avoun es. 
the fon of a Gafcon knight of fome diftinB:ion, who had honourably ferved the 

late King, and who, in reward of his n1erits, had obtained an eftabliihment for Piers Gava.

his fon in the family of the prince of Wales. This young man foon infinuated fion. 

himfelf into the affections of his mafter, by his agreeable behaviour, and by [up-

plying him with all thofe innocent, tho' frivolous amufements, which fuited his 

capacity and his inclinations. He was endowed with the utrnoft elegance of 

fhape and perfon, was noted for a fine mien and eafy carriage, diftinguifhed him-
felf in all warlike and genteel exercifes, and was celebrated for thofe quick fallies 

of wit, by which his country is diftingui!hed. By all thefe accompli!hments he 
gained fo entire an afcendant over young Edward, whofe heart was ftrongly dif-
pofed to friend!hip and confidence, that the late King, apprehenfive of the con-

fe uences, had banilhed him the kingdom, and had, before he died, made his fan 

promife never to recall him'*. But he no fooner found himfelf mafl:er, as he vainly 

imagined, than he fent for Gavafton, and even before his arrival at court, en-

dowed him with the whole earldom of Cornwal, which had efcheated to the 

crown, by the death of Edmond, fon of Richard King of the Romans t. Not 

content with conferring on him thole poffellions, which had fufficed as an appa-

nage for a prince of the blood, he daily loaded him with new honours and riches; 

married him to his own niece, fifter of the earl of Glocefter :f:, and feemed to 

enjoy no pleafure in his royal dignity, but as it enabled him to exalt to the high· 

eft fplendor this objetl: of his fond affections. 

THE haughty barons, offended at tlie fuperiority of a minion, whofe birth, Difcontent of 

tho' reputable, they defpifed, as much inferior to their own, concealed not their the barons. 

difcontent ; and foon found reafons to juftify their animofity in the character and 

condud of the n1an they hated. Infread of difarming envy by the moderation 
and modefty f his behaviour, Gavafton difplayed his power and influence with 

the utmoft oftentation; and deemed no circumfrance of his good fortune fo 

agreeable as its'7nabling him to eclipfe and mortify all his rivals. He was vain-

glorious, profufe) rapacious ; fond of exterior pomp and appearance, giddy with 

profperity ; ano as he imagined, that his fortune was now as !l:rongly rooted in 

the kingdom) as his afcendant was uncontrm.1led over the weak monarch, he took 

• Walfrng. p. 95· Ypod. Net.fr. p. 499· Trivet. cont. p. 2. t Rymer, vol. 3· p. 1. Hem-
ing. vol. 1. p. 243· Walfin, p. 96. Ypod. Neufi. p. 499· Trivet. cont. p. 2. t Heming. 
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Chap. xrv. no farther care of engaging partizans, who might fupport his fudden and ill en-a-· 
1307· bli!hed grandeur. At all tourneaments, he took delight in foiling the Engli!h 

nobility, by his fuperior addrefs : In each converfation, he made then1 the ob
ject of his wit and ra"tl!ery : Every day his enemies multiplied upon him ; and. 
nought was wanting but a little time to cement their union, and render it fatal, 

both to him and to his n1after §. 

IT behaved the King to take a journey to France, both in order to do homage 
for the dutchy of Guienne, and to efpoufe the princefs !fabella, to whom he had 
long been contracted, tho' unexpected accidents had hitherto retarded the con· 
fummation of the marriage *. Edward left Gavafron guardian of the realm t, 
wit n1ore ample powers, than had ufually been conferred :J:; and on his return 
with his young queen, renewed all the proofs of that fond attachment to his fa
vourite, of which every one fo loudly complained. This princefs was of an im
perious and ·intriguing fpirit; and finding, that her hufuand's capacity required, 
as well as his temper -inclined, hitn to be governed, ihe thought herfelf beft in
titled, on every account, to perform the office, and ihe contracted a mortal 
hatred againft the perfon, who had difappointed her in thefe expectations. She 
was well pleafed, therefore, to fee a combination of the nobility forming againft 
Gavafton, who, fenfible of her hatred, had wantonly provoked her by new in

fults and injuries. 

THOMAS, earl of Lancafter, coufin-german to the King, and firft prince of 
the blood, was by far the moft opulent and powerful fubject in England, and pof
feffed in his own right, and foon after in that of his wife, heirefs of the family 
of Lincoln, no lefs than fix earldoms, with a proportional eftate in land, attended 
with all the jurifdictions and power, which commonly in that age were annexed to 
landed property. He was turbulent and faCtious in his difpofition; mortally hatecl 
the favourite, whofe influence with the King exceeded his own ; and he foon became 
.the head of that party among the barons, who defired the depreilion of this in
folent {hanger. The confederated nobles bound themfelves by oath, to expel 
.Gavafi:on : Both fides began already to put themfelves in a warlike poaure : The 
licentioufnefs of the age broke out in robberies and other diforders, the ufual 
pre aes of civil war: And the royal authority, defpifed in the King's own hands, 
.and hated in thofe of Gavafton, became infufficient for the execution of the laws, 

- ~nd the maintenance of peace in the kingdom. A parlian1ent being fummoned 
at Wefl:minfter, Lancafrer and his party came thither with an armed retinue; and 

§ T. de la More, p. 593· Walfing. p. 97· 
t Rymer, vol. 3· p. 47· Ypod. Neuft. p. 499• 

4 

• T. de la More, p. 593; Trivet. cont. p. 3• 
t Brady's App. NQ. f9· 

were 



E D W A R D II. 129 

were there enabled to impofe their own terms on the fovereign: They required Chap. XIV. 

the banifhment of Gavafton, impofed an oath on him never to return, and en- 1 3oS. 

gaged the bilhops, who never failed to interpofe in all civil concerns, to pronounce 

hin1 excommunicate, if he remained any longer in the kingdom *; Edward 

was obliged to fubmit t; but even in his compliance, gave proofs of his fond 
attachment to his favourite. Inftead of removing all umbrage, by fending hin1 

to his O\Vn country, as was expected, he appointed him lord lieutenant of Ire-
land :f:, attended him to Briftol on his journey thither, and before his departure 

conferred on him new lands and riches both in Gafcony and England§. Gavafton, 

who did not want bravery, and poffeffed talents for war 11, acted during his go· 

vernment, with vigour againft fome Irilh rebels, whom he fubdued. 

MEAN-WHILE, the King, lefs fhocked with the illegal violence which had 

been impofed upon him, than unhappy in the abfence of his minion, employed 

every expedient to foften the oppofition of the barons to his return ; as if fuccefs 

in that point were the chief object of his government. The high office of 
hereditary fteward was conferred on Lancafter : His father-in-law, the earl of 

l.~incoln, was bought off by other conceffions : Earl Warren ne was alfo mollified 

by civilities, grants, or promifes : The info1ence of Gavafron, being no longer 
before men's eyes, was lefs the object of general indignation : And Edward, 

deeming matters fufficiently prepared for his purpofe, applied to tht court of 

Ron1e, and obtained a difpenfation from that oath, which the barons had com 4 

pelled Gavafton to take, that he would ab~re for ever the realm +· l-Ie went 
down to Chefter, to receive him on his fir1f landing from Ireland ; flew into his 

arms with tranfports of joy; and having obtained the formal confent of the ba

rons in parliament to his re-eftablilhment, fet no longer any bounds to his extrava

gant fondnc:fs and affection. Gavafton himfelf, forgetting his paft misfortunes, 

and blind to their caufes, refumed the fame oftentation and infolence ; and be ... 

came more than ever the object of general deteftation among the barons. 

THE nobility firft difcovered their animofity by abfenting themfelv s from par

liament; and finding, that this expedient had not been fuccefsful, they began to 
think of employing 1harper and more effectual remedies. Tho' there had fcarce 

been any other national ground of complaint, except fome diffipation of the pub
lic treafure: Tho' all the acts of mal-admini!l:ra.tion, objected to the King, and his 
favourite, feemed of a nature more proper to excite heart burnings in a ball or 

aifembly, than commotions in a great kingdom: Yet fuch was the fituation of 

• Trivet, cont. p. 5· t Rymer, vol. 3· p. So. 1: Rymer, vol. 3· p. 92. Murimuth, 
P· 39· § Rymer, vol. 3· p. 87. ~ Heming. vol, I. p. 2f8. T. de la 1\'Io~e, p. 593· 
+ Rymer, vol. 3· p. 167 • . 
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Chap. XIV. the tim.os~ t1 at the barons were determined, and were able, to n1ake them t!1 

1 3oS. reafons of a total alteration in the con!litution and civil government. Having 

7th February. come to parliament, in defiance of the laws and the King's prohibition, with 

a numerous retinue of armed followers, they found themfelves entirely mafrers; 

and prefented a pe'":tion, which was equivalent to a command, requiring Edward 

o devolve on a chofen junta the whole authority both of the crown and of the 

t6th March. parliament. The King was obliged to fign a commiffion, empowering the pre

lates and barons to eleCt twelve perfons, who 1hould, till the term of Michaelmas 

in the year following, have authority to enact ordinances for the gevernment of 

the kingdom, and the regulation of the King's houfhold ; confenting that thefe 

ordinances 1hould thenceforth and for ever have the force of laws and ftatutes ; 

allowing the ordainers to form affociations among then1felves, and their friends, 

for their fl: ricr and regular obfervance ; and all this for the greater glory of God, 

the fecuri ty of the church, and the honour and advantage of the king and king

dom *. The barons in return figned a declaration, in which they acknowledged, 

that they owed thefe conceffions n1erely to the King's free bounty ; promifed tha 

this fhpuld never be drawn into precedent ; and engaging, that the power of the 

ordainers ihould expire at the term appointed t. 

'iiJI 1 • 
TH E chofen j unto of twelve accordingly framed their ordinances, and prefented 

them to the King and parlia.ment,. for their confirmation in the enfuing year. 

Some of thefe ordinances were laudable:, and tended to the regular execution of 

juftice : fuch as thofe, requiring fheriffs to be men of property, aboliihing the-

praB::ices of iffuing privy feals for the fufpenfion of jufiice, reftraining the prac

tice of purveyance, prohibiting the adulteration or alteration of the coin, exclud

ing foreigners from the farms of the revenue, ordering all payments to be regu

larly made into the exchequer, revoking. all late grants of the crown, and giving 

the parties damages in the cafe of vexatious profecutions. But what chiefly 

grieved the King was the ordinance for the removal of evil counfellors, by w hi eh 

a great number of perfons were by name excluded from every office of power 

and profit; and Piers Gavafton himfelf was for ever banifhed the Kino-'s domi. 
• 

0 

n10ns, under the penalty, in cafe of difobedience, of being declared a public 

enemy· Other perfons, more agreeable to the barons, were fu bftituted in all 

the offices. And it was ordained, that, for the future, all the confiderable diani

ties in tpe hou!hold:. as well as in the law, revenue, and military governme~cs, 

fuould be appomted by, ~he baronage in parliament;. and the power of making 

• Brady's App. N~. so. Heming~ vol. x. p. 247. Walfing. p. 97· Ryley,p. 52.6. 
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ar, or affembling his military tenants, fhould no longer be folely vefted in the Chap. XIV. 

King, nor be exercifed without the confent of the nobility. 
1
3

1 1
• 

EoWARD, from the fame weaknefs both of his temper and fituation, which had · 
engaged him to grant this unlimited commiffion to the barons, was led to give a 
parliamentary fanction to their ordinances: But as a confequence of the fame _ 
character, he fecret!y made a proteft againft therr., and declared, that, fince the 
commiffion was granted only for the making of ordinances to t11~ advantage of 
the King and kingdom, fuch artic1es, as lhould be found prejudicial to both, were 
to be held as not ratified and confirmed *· It is no wonder, indeed, that he re
tained a firm purpofe to revoke ordinances, which had been impofed on him by 
violence, which entirely annihilated the royal authority, and above all, which 
deprived him of t·he company and fociety of a perfon, whom, by an unufual in• 
fatuation, he valued above all the world, and above every other confideration of 

intereft or tranquility. 
So foon, therefore, as Edward, removing to York, had freed liimfelf fron1 

the immediate terror of the baron's power, he invited back Gavafion from Flan
ders, which that favourite had made the place of his retreat; and declari 1g his 
banilhment to be illegal, _and contrary to the laws and cuftoms of the kingdom t , 
openly re-inftated him in his former credit and authority. The barons, highly I JU. 

rovoked at this difappointment, and apprehenfive of danger to themfelves from 
the declared animofity of fo powerfu 1 a minion, faw, that, either his or their 
ruin was now inevitable ; and they renewed with redoubled zeal their former 
confederacies againft him. The earl of Lancafter was a dangerous head of this 
alliance: Guy, earl of Warwic, entered into it with a furious and precipitate 
paffion : Humphrey Bohun, earl of I-Iereford, t:1e conftable, and Aymer de Va
lence, earl of Pembroke, brought to it a great acceffion of power and intereft : 
E ven earl Warrenne deferted the royal ea 1fe, which he had hitherto fupported, 
and was induced to embrace the fide of the confederates t: And as Robert de 
Winche1fey, archbifhop of Canterbury, declared himfelf of the fame party, he 
determined the body of the clergy, and confequendy the people, to declare againft 
the King and his minion. So predominant, at that time, was the power of the 
great nobility, that the combination of a few of thetn was always able to fhake 
the throne, and fuch an univerfal concurrence became irrefiftible. The earl of 
Lancafler fuddenJy raifed an army, and marcl ~d to York; where he found the 
King already removed to ~ewcaftle §: H~ 3ew thither in purfuit of him-; 

• Ryky's Pia it. Parl. p. 530, 541. t Brady's Apf. N°. 53• WaHir.g. p. 98. :J: Tri-
-vet, cont. p. 4· § W alfiQg. p. I o I. 
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Chap. XIV. and Edward had juft time to efcape to Tinmouth,. where he embarked, and 

1312
• failed with Gavafton to Scarborough. He left his favourite in that ·fortrels, 

which, had it been properly fupptied with provifions, was deemed impregnable; 

and he marched forward to York, in hopes of raifing an army, which might be able 

to fupport him againft his enemies. Pembroke was fent by the ~onfederates to 

befiege the caftle of Scarborough ; and Gavafton, fenfible of the bad condition 

of his garrifon, was obliged to capitulate with the enemy, and furrender himfelf ... 

19th May. 
prifoner *. He ftipulated, that he lhould remain in Pembroke's hands for two 

months; that endeavours lhould, during that time, be mutually ufed for a gene

ral accommodation ; that if the terms propofed by the barons were not accepted, 

the caftle fhould be reftored to him in the fame condition as when he furrendered it; 

end that the earl of Pembroke and Henry Piercy fhould, by contraCt, pledge all 

their lands for the fulfilling of thefe conditions t. Pembroke, now mafter of 

the perfon of this public enemy, conduCted him to the cafl:le of Dedington, near 

Ban bury; where, under pretence of other bufinefs, he left him proteCted by a 

a feeble guard :f:. Warwic, probably in concert with Pembroke, attacked the 

caftle: The guards refufed to make any refifi:ance : Gavafton was yielded up to 

him, and conducted to Warwic caftle: The earls of Lancafter, Hereford, and 

Arundel, immediately repaired thither §: And without any regard, either to the 

Murd'er of laws or the military capitulation, they ordered the head of this ob~oxious favour.

Gavafi:on. 
Ifl: July. ite to be ftruck off, by the hands of the executioner [!: 

THE King was retired northward to Berwic, when he heard of Gavafl:on's mur

der; and his refentment was proportioned to the affection which he had ever 

borne him, while living. He threatened vengeance on all the nobility, who had 

been active in that bloody fcene, and he made preparations for war in ~11 parts of 

England. But being lefs conftant in his enmities than in his friendlhips, he foon 

after hearkened to terms of accommodation ; granted the barons. a pardon for 

all offences ; and as they ftipulated to afk him public1y pardon on their knees .f., 

he was fo pleafed with thefe vain appearances of exterior fubmiffion, that he feemed 

to have fincerely forgiven them all paft injuries. But as they ftill pretended, 

notwithftanding their lawlefs conduCt, a great anxiety for the tnaintenance of law; 

and required the eftablifhment of their forn1er ordinances as a nece!fary fecurity 

for that purpofe; Edward told them, that he was willing t.P grant them a free 

and legal confirmation of fuch of thefe ordinances as were not entirely deroga~ 

• WaHin . p. 101. • t Rymer, vol. 2. p. 324. t T. de la More, p. 593· 

Baron. vol. 2. P· 44· 11 WaHin. p. 101. T. de la More, p. 593· Trivet, cont. p. 2· 

ley, 538. Rymer, vol. 3• p. 366. 
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tory to the prerogatives of the crown. This anfwer was received for the prefent Chap. xnr . . 

as fatisfattory. The King's pb·fon, after the death of Gavafton, was now become 1321· 

lefs obnoxious to the public; and as the ordinances, infified on, . appeared to be 

nearly the fame with thofe, who h:ad .been formerly extorted from Henry Ill. by 

Mountfort, and which had been ~ttended with fo many fatal confequences, they 

were, on that account, demanded with lefs vehemence by the nobility and people. 

The minds of all men feemed to be much appeafed towards each other: The 

animofities of faction no longer prevailed : And England, now united under its 

head, would henceforth be able, it was hoped, to take vengeance on all its ene· 

mies ; particularly on the Scots, whofe progrefs was the object of general refent-

ment and indignation. 

IMMEDIATELY after Edward's retreat from Scotland, Robert Bruce left his War with 

faftneifes, in which he int:ended to have 1heltered his feeble force; and fupplying Scotland. 

his defect of power by fuperior vigour and abilities, he made deep impreffions on 

all his enemies, foreign and domeftic. 1-l.e chaced the lord Argyle and the chief-

tain of the Macdonalds from their hills, and made himfelf entirely mafi:er of the 

high country : He thence invaded with fuccefs the Cummins in the low countries 

of the north: He took the ca!l:les of Invernefs, Forfar, and Brechin : He gained 

daily fome new acceffion of territory; and what was a more important acquifi-

tion, he daily reconciled the minds of the nobility to his dominion, and enlifi:ed 

under his ftandard every bold leader, whom he enriched by the fpoils of his ene-

mies. Sir J ames Douglas, in whom commenced the greatnels and renown of 

that warlike family, feconded him in all his enterprizes : Edward Bruce, Robe[t's 

own brother, diftinguifhed himfelf by actions of valour : And the terror of the 

Engliih power being now abated by the feeble conduct of the King, even the 

leaft fanguine of the Scots began to entertain hopes of recovering their indepen-

dancy; and the whole kingdom, except a few ftrong fortreffes, which he had not 

the means to atta~k, had acknowleged the authority of Robert. 

IN this fituation, Edward found it necefi'ary to grant a truce to Scotland; and 

Robert fuccefsfully employed this interval in confolidating his power, and intro

ducing order into the civil government, disjointed by fuch a long continuance of 

war and factions. The interval was very fhort : The truce, ill obferved on both 

fides, was at laft openly violated; and wa£ recommenced with greater fury than 

ever. Robert, not contented with defending himfelf, made fuccefsful inroads

into England, fubfifi:ed his needy followers by the plunder of that country, and 

taught them to defpife the military genius of a nation, who had long been the ob

ject of their terror. Edward at laft, rouzed from his lethargy, conduCted an army 

into Scotland ; and Robert, determined not to rifque too much fgainft an enemy 
£ 
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fo much fuperior, retired again into his mountains. The King advanced beyond 
Edinburgh; but beino- deftitute of provifions, and being ill fupported by the En
g lifh nobility, who .:ere then mployed in framing their ordinances, he was 
foon obliged to return home, :without gaining any advantage over the enemy. 
But the appearing union of all the parties in England, after the death of Gavafton, 
feemed to reftore that kingdom to its native force, opened again the profpeCt of 
fubjeB:ing Scotland, and promifed a happy conclufion to a war, in which buth the 
interefts arod paffions of the nation were fo deeply concerned. 

Eow A R o affe mbled forces from all quarters, with a view of finifhing by one 
blow this important enterprize. He fummoned the moll: warlike of his vaffals 
from Gafcony : He inlifted troops from Flanders and other foreign countries: He 
invited over great numbers of the diforderly Irith as to a certain prey : He join
ed to them a body of the Welfh, who were actuated by like motives : .And af
fembling the whole military force of England, he marched to the frontiers with 
an army which according to the Scots writers amounted to an hundred thouf~nd 
·tnen, but which was probably much inferior to that nun1ber *. 

THE army, collected by Robert, exceeded not thirty·thoufand combatants; but 
'being compofed of men, who had diftinguilhed themfelves by many aces of va
lour, who were rendered defperate by their fituation, and who were enured to all 
the varieties of fortune, they might juftly, under fuch a leader, be deemed for
n1idable to the moft numerous and beft appointed armies. - The caftle of Stir ... 
·ling, which, with Berwic, was the only fortrefs of Scotland, that remained in the 
hands of the Englifh, had been long befieged by _ Edward Bruce ; and Philip 
de Mowbray, the governor, after an obftinate defence, was at laft obliged to ca
pitulate, and to promife that if, before a certain day, which was now approach
·ing, he was not relieved, he 1hould open his gates to the enemy t. Robert 
therefore, fenfible, that here was the ground on which he muft expect the En-
glilh, chafe the field of battle with all the fkill and prudence imaginable, and 
made the neceff'ary preparations for their reception. He pofted himfelf at Bannock
burn, about two m,iles from Stirling : where he had a hill on his right fla nk, and 
a morafs on his left: And not content with having taken thefe precautions to 

prevent his being furrounded by the more numerous army of the Engl:lh ; he 
forfaw the fuperior ftrength of the enemy in cavalry, and made provifions againft 
it. Having a rivulet in front, he commanded deep pits to be d~ along its 

; 

• We find in Rymer, vol. 3· p. 481. a lift of all the infantry alfembled from all parts ofEngland,and 
W ales; and they are only 21540. It is not likely theref0re that the whole ar-my could be near fo na-
merous as is reported. t Rymer, vol. 3· p. 481. 
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banks, and fharp ftakes to be planted in them, and he ordered the whole to be Chap XIV. 

arefully coverid over with turf*. The Engli!h arrived in fight on the even- 13 14· 

ing, and a bloody con3iet immediately enfued between two bodies of cavalry ; 
where Robert, who was at the head of the Scots, engaged in fingle combat with 
Henry de Bohun, a gentleman of the family of Hereford; and at one ftroke cleft 
his adverfary to the chin with a battle ax, in fight of the two armies. The En-:-
gli!h horfe fled with precipitation to their main body. 

THE Scots, encourao-ed by this favourable event, and glorying in the valour 

of their prince, progn!fi:icated a happy i!fue to the combat on the enfuing day~ 
The Enali!h, confident in their numbers, and elated with paft fucceffes, longed B 

1 
fB 

o att eo an-
for an opportunity of revenge : And the night, tho' extremely ihort in that fea- nockbLan. 

fon and in that climate, appeared tedious to the impatience of. the feveral comba-
tants. Early in the morning. Edward drew out his army, and advanced towards zsth June •. 

the Scots. The earl of Glocefi:er, his nephew, who commanded the left wing of 
cavalry, impelled by the ardot r of youth, rufhed on to the attack without pre-

aution, and fell among the covered pits, which had been ptepared by Bruce for 
the reception of the enemy t. T h · s body of horfe was difordered: G locefter him
felf was overthrown and flain: Sir James Douglas, who commanded the Scotti!h 
cavalry, gave the enemy no leifure to rally, but pufhed them off the field with 
confiderab1e 1ofs, and purfued them in fight of their whole li.ne of infaHtry. , 

While the Englifh army were alarmed with this unfortunate beginning of the ac

tion, which commonly proves decifive, they obferved an army on the heights to
wards their left, which feemed to be marching leifurely in order to furround 
hem; and the~ were diftraCled by their multiplied fears. This was a number 

of waggoners and fumpter boys, whom Robert had collected together; and hav
ing fupplied them with ilitary ftandards, gave them the appearance at a dif
tance of a formidable army. The ftratagem took effect: A panic feized the 

Engliili : They threw down their arms-;nd fled : They w.ere purfued with great 

' aughter, for the fpace of eighty miles, till they reached Berwic : And the 
Scots, beud s an ineft:imable booty, took many perfons of quality prifoners, and . 

above 400 gentlemen, whom Robert treated with great hmnanity :J:, and whoft: 

ranfom was a n w 'acceffion of wealth to the victorious army. The King him-. 
felf very narrowly efcaped by taking ihelter in Dunbar, whofe gates were opened 
to him by the earl of March;· and he thence paffed by fea to Berwic. 

SucH was the great and decifive battle of Bannockburn, which fecured the 
independancy of Scotland, fixed Bruce on the throne of that kingdom, and may. 
be deemed the greateft overthrow, which the En~lifh monarchy, fince the con 

• T. de la More. p. 594• t T. de la More. p. 59-4· t Ypo<L Neuft. p. 501. · 
queft;, 
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Chap. XIV. queft, has ever received. The numben of £lain on thefe occafions are always 

1314- uncertain, and are commonly n1uch m~gnified by the victors: But this defeat 

made a deep impreffion on the minds of the Englifh; and it was remarked, that, 

for fome years, no fuperiority of numbets could encourage them to keep the field 

againfr the Scots*. Robert, to make a:lvantage of his prefent fuccefs, broke in

to England, and ravaged all the northern counties without oppofition: He be

fieged Carliile, tho' that place was faved by the valour of Sir Andrew Harcla, 

the governor : He was more fuccefsful a5ainft Berwic, which he took by a.lfault t: 

And Robert, elated by his continued ptofperity, entertained hopes of making the 

1 3x5. mofl: important conquefts on the Engli!h. He fent over his brother Edw.ard, 

with an army of 6ooo men, into Ireland ; and that nobleman affumed the title of 

King of Ireland t : He followed foon 1fter himfelf with more numerous forces: . 

The horrible and abfurd oppreffions, \'hich the Iri!h fuffered under the Engliih 

government, made them, at firft, fly to the ftandard of the Scots, whom they 

regarded as their deliverers : But a grevous famine, which at that time laid de

folate both Ireland and Britain, reduce1 the Scottilli army to the greateft extre

n1ities ; and Robert was obliged to return, with his forces much dimini!hed, in-

to his own country. His brother, after having experienced a variety of fortune, 

was defeated and ilain near Dundalk by the Englifh, commanded by lord Ber

n1ingham § : And thefe projects, too e}itenfive for the force of the Scottilh nation, 

thus vaniihed into fmoke. 

THE King, befides fuffering thofe Cifafters from the invafion of the Scots and 

the infurrection of the lrifh, was alfo infefted with a rebellion in Wales 11 ; and 

above all by the factions of his own n1>bility, who took advantage of the public 

calamities, infulted his fallen fortune~, and endeavoured to eftablifh their own 

independance on the ruins of the throre. Lancafter and the barons of his party, 

who had declined attending Edward on his Scottifh expedition, no fooner faw 

him return with difgrace, than they nfifted on the renewal of their ordinances, 

which they frill pretended to have vaidiry ; and the King's unhappy condition 

obliged him to fubmit to their demancs. The miniftry was new modeled by the 

direction of Lancafter -1-: That noblenan was placed at the head of the council: 

It was declared, that all the offices fiould be filled, from time tu time, by the 

votes of parliament, or rather, by the will of the great barons* : nd the na· 

tion, under this new m.odel of goverrment, endeavoured to put itfelf in a oetter 

* WaHin.g. P· 106. t T. de la Nore. p. 59+· Murirnuth, p. 53· :t Trevet, 

cont. p. 2R. ~ Rymer, vol3. p. 7:>7, 7'7· Walfing. p. 3· Ypo . Neuil:. p. 503 T. de la 

More. p. 59t Tnvct. cont. p. 29. 11 Ryrner, vol. 3· p. 50· + Ryley p. s6o. 

Rymer,. vol. 3· P· 722. "' Brady, vol. 2. F· 122. trom ti~e records, app. N°. 6x. Ryle}, p. s6o. 
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polture of defence againft the Scots. Bit the factious noble~ were far fro tn be- Chap. XI i, 

ing terrified with the progrefs of thefe public enemies: On the contrary, they I3I S· 

founded the hopes of their own future grandeur on the weaknefs and diftreffes 
of the crown: Lancafter himfelf was ftfpeB:ed, with great appearance of reafon, 
of holding a fecret correfpondence wid the King of Scots: And tho' he was 
himfelf entrufred with the command of the Englifh armies, he took care that eve· 
ry enterprize fhould be difappointed, arrl every plan of operations prove unfuc· 

cefsfu1. 
ALL the European kingdoms, efpechlly that of England, were at this time 

totally unacquainted with the office of a prime minifter, fo well underftood at 
prefent in all regular monarchies ; and 1he people could form no conception of 
a man, who, tho' ftill in the rank of a fubject, poffeffed all the power of a fove
reign, eafed the prince of the burthen <f affairs, fupplied his want of experience 
or capacity, and maintained all the righs of the crown, without degrading the 
greateft nobles by their fubmiffion to his temporary authority. Edward was 
plainly by nature unfit to hold himfelf the reins of government : He had no 
vices; but was unhappy in a total incapacity for ferious bufinefs: He was fenfi
ble of his own defects, and neceffarily fought to be governed : Yet every favour
ite, whom he fuccefiively chofe, was re~arded as a fe1low fubjeB:, exalted above 
his rank and ftation : He was the objeEt of envy to the great nobility : H is cha
racter and conduCt: were decryed with de people : His authority over the king 
and kingdom was confidered as an ufurration: and unlefs the prince had embrac
ed the dangerous expedient, of rlevolvirg his power on the earl of Lancafter or 
fome n1ighty barons, whofe family inte1eft was fo extenfive as to be able alone to 
maintain his influence, he could expect: 10 peace nor tranquillity upon the throne. 

THE King's chief favourite, afttr the death of Gavafron, was Hugh le D'ef- Hugh len·~"'-
penfer or Spenfer, a young man of Entlifu birth, of high rank, and of a noble penfer. · 

family*. He poffeffed all the exterior accomplifhments of perfon and addrefs, 
which were fitted to engage the weak rrind of Edward; but was devoid of that 
moderation and prudence, which might have quali fi ed him to mitigate the envy 
of the great, and conduct him thro' all the perils of that dangerous ftation, to 
which he was advanced. His father, vho was of the fame name, and who, by 
means of his fon, had alfo attained grea: influence over the King, was a noble .. 
rnari venerable from his years, refpeCt:ei thro' all his paft life for wifdom, va .. 
lour, and integrity, and well fitted by his talents and experience, could affairs 
l1ave a mittcd of any temperament, to have fupplied the defects both of the King 

YoL. II 
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Chap. xrv. and of his m·inion*.. But no fooner was Edward's attachment declared for yo't'lng 

l 3I S· Spenfer, than the turbulent Lancafter, and moft of the great barons, regarded him 

as their rival, n1ade him the objeCt of their animofity, and formed violent plans 

for his ruin t. They firft declared their difcontent by withdrawing from parlia .. 

n1ent ; and ic was not long ere they found a pretence for proceeding to greater 

extremities agai,nft him. 

r P 1• 1""a E Ki ng, who fet no limits to his bounty towards his minions, , had· married 

.i vil commo~ the ·younger Spenfer to his niece, one of the co-heirs of the earl of Glocefter, fiain 

twn '· at Bannockburn ; and the favourite, by his fucceffion to that opulent family~ 

had inherited great poiTeffions in the marches of Wales :1:, and being defirous of 

· extending ftill farther his influence in thofe quarters, he is accufed of having 

committed injuftice towards the barons of Audley and D'ammori, who had alfo 

married two fifl:ers of the fame family. There was likewife a baron in that 

neighbourhood, called William de Braoufe, lord of Gower, who had made a fet·. 

tlement of his efl:ate on John de Mow bray, his fon in law ; and in cafe of fai

lure of that nobleman and his iiTue, had fubftituted the earl of Hereford, in the 

fucceffion to the barony of Gower. Mowbray, on the deceafe of his father in 

law, entered immediately into poifeffion of the eftate, without the formality of 

taking livery and feizin from the crown; and Spenfer, who coveted that barony, 

perfuaded the King to put in execution the rigor of the feudal Jaw, to feize Gower 

as efcheated to the crown, and to confer it upon him§. This tranfaCl:ion, which 

was the proper fubjeB: of a law-fuit, immediately excited a civil war in the king

dom. The earls of Lancafier and Hereford flew to arms: Audley and D'am

rnori joined them with all their forces : The two Rogers de Mortimer and Roger 

de Clifford, with many others, difgufted for private reafons with the Spenfers, 

brought a confiderable acceffion to the party : And their army being now formi

dable, they fent a meffage to the King, requiring him immediately to difmifs or 

confine the younger Spenfer; and menacing him, in cafe of refufal, with renounc

Ing their homage and allegiance to him, and taking revenge on that minifler by ' 

their own authority. They fcarce waited for an anfwer; but immediately fell 

upon the lands of young Spenfer, which they pjllaged and deltroyed ; murdered 

his fervants, drove off his cattle, and burned his houfes 11. They proceeded thence 

to commit like devaftations on the eftates of Spenfer, the father, whofe character 

hitherto they had feemed to refpect. And having drawn and figned a formal 

*' T . de la More. p. 594-· 
Trivet, cont. p. zs. 
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allociation among themfelves *, they marched up to London with all their forces, Chap. XIV. 

ftationed themfelves in the neighbourhood of that city, and demanded of the 13z1. 

King the banifhment of both the Spenfers. Thefe noblemen were then abfent ; 

the father abroad; the fon at fea; and both of them employed in different com

tniffions : The King, therefore replied, that his coronation oath, by which he 

was bound to obferve the laws, reftrained him from giving his affent to fo ille-

gal a demand, or condemning noblemen who were accufed of no crime, nor had 

~ny opportunity afforded them of making anfwer t. Equity and reafon were but 

a feeble oppofition to men, who had arms in their hands, and who, being alrea-

dy involved in guilt, faw no fafety but in fuccefs and victory. They entered 

London with their troops; and giving in to the parliament, which was then fit-

ting, a charge againft the Spenfers, of which they attempted not to prove one 

article, they procured, by menaces and violence, a fentence of perpetual exile and 

forfeiture againft thefe minifters :f:. This fentence was voted by the lay barons 

alone : For the commons, tho' now an eftate in parliament, were yet of fo little 

confideration, that their affent was never demanded ; and even the voice of the 

prelates was neglected amidft the prefent diforders. The only fymptom, which 

thefe turbulent barons gave of their regard to law, was their requiring from the 

King an indemnity for their illegal proceedings §; after which, they difbanded 

their army, and feparated, in fecurity, as they imagined, to their feveral ccUiles. 

T·HIS aB: of violence, in which the King was obliged to acquiefce, rendered 

l1is perfon and his authority fo contemptible, that every one thought himfelf en

titled to treat him with neglect. The queen, having occafiorr foon after to paf~ 

by the caf\:le of Leeds in Kent, which belonged to the lord Badlefmere, defired a 

night's lodging; but was refufed admittance, and fome of her attendants, who 

prefented themfelves at the gate, were killed 11· The infult and brutality towards 

this princefs, who had always endeavoured to live on good terms with the ba

rons, and who joined them heartily in their hatred of the younger Spenfer, was 

an action which no body pretended to vindicate; and the King thought, that he 

might, without giving general umbrage, affemble an army, and take vengeance 

on the offender. No one came to the affiftance of Badlefmere; and Edward 

prevailed +: But having now fome forces on foot, and having concerted mea

fures with his friends throughout England, he ventured to take off the mafk, to 

attack all his enemies, and to recal the two Spenfers., whofe fentence he declared 

• Tyrrel, vol. 2. p. z8o, from the regifter of C. C. Canterbury. t ~~alfing. p 1 I 4· 
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Chap. XIV. illegal, unjuft, contrary to the tenor of the great charter, paffed without the af-

1321. fent of the prelates, and extorted by violence from him and the eftate of barons • .. 

Still the commons were not mentioned by either party. 

; ,. 

THE King had now got the ftart of his adverfaries; an advantage, which, in 

thofe times, was commonly decifive : And haftened with his army to the marches 

of \Vales, the chief feat of the enemies power, whom he found totally unpre

pared for refiitance. Many of the barons in thofe parts endeavoured to appeafe 

him by fubmiffion t: Their caftles were feized, and their perfons committed to 

cuftody. But Lancafler, in order to prevent the total ruin of his party, fum

moned together all his vaffals and retainers ; declared his alliance with Scotland, 

which had long been fufpected ; received the promife of a reinforcement from 

that country under the command of Randolf, earl of Murray, and Sir James 

Douglas t ; and being joined by the earl of Hereford, advanced with all his for

ces againft the King, who had colleB:ed an army of 3o,ooo men, and was fupe'!" · 

rior to his enemies. Lancafter pofted himfelf at Burton upon Trent, and endea

voured to defend the paffages of the river § : But being difappointed in that plan 

of operations; this nobleman, who had no military genius, and whofe perfonal 

;~ 

courage was even fufpeeted, fled with his army to the north, in expectation of 

being there joined by his Scottifh allies ff. He was purfued by the King; and 

his army diminifhed daily; till he came to Boroughbridge, where he found Sir 

Andrew Harcla pofted with fome forces on the oppoGte fide of the river, and 

ready to difpute the pa£fage with him. He was repulfed in an attempt which he 

16th March. made to force his way; the earl of Hereford was killed ; the whole army of the 

rebels was difconcerted ; Lancafter himfelf was become incapable of taking any 

meafures either for flight or defence; and he was feized without refiftance by 

Harcla, and conduCted to the King +· In thofe violent times, the laws were fo 

much neglected on both fides, that, even where they might, without any fenfibie · 

inconvenience, have been obferved, the conquerors deemed it unneceffary to pay 

any regard to them. Lancafter, who was guilty of open rebellion, and was taken in, 

arms againft his fovereign, infl:ead of being tried by the laws of his country, 

which pronounced the fentence of death againft him, was condemned by a court

martial *, and led to execution. Edward, however little vindictive in his natu .. 

z3d M~rch.f ral temper, here indulged his revenge, and praCl:ifed againft the prifoner the fame 
Executton o . • • 

the earl of indignities, which had been exerc1fed by hts orders agatnft Gavafton. He was 

Lancail:er. 
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cloathed in a mean attire, placed on a lean jade without a bridle, a hood was put Chap. XIV: •. 

on his head, and in this pofture, attended by the acclamations of the people, this I 3zz .. 

prince was conducted to an eminence. near Pomfret, one of his own caftles, and 

there beheaded *. 
THus perilhed Thomas earl of Lancafter, the firft prince of the blood, and 

one of the moft potent barons who had ever been in England. His public con .. 
duB: fufficiently difcovers the violence and turbulency of his character : His pri
vate deportment appears not to have been more innocent t : And his hypocritical 
devotion, by which he gained the favour of the monks and populace, will rather 
be regarded as an aggravation than an alleviation of his guilt :f:. Badlefmere, 
Giffard, "Rarret, Cheyney, Fleming, and about eighteen of the m oft notorious 
offender", wet :.fterwards condemned by a legal trial and were executed §. Many 
WCJ;e thrown into prifon : Others made their efcape beyond fea : Some of the 
King's fervants were rewarded from the forfeitures : Harcla received for his fer
vices the earldom of Carliile 11, and a large eftate, which he foon after forfeited 
with his life, for a treafonable correfpondence with the King of Scotland+· But 
the greateft part of all thofe vaft efcheats was feized by young Spenfer, whofe ra· 
pacity was infatiab1e *. Many of the barons of the King's party were difgufi:ed 
with this partial divifion of the fpoils : The envy againft Spenfer rofe higher 
than ever: The ufual infolence of his temper, raifed by fuccefs, impelled him to 
commit many aB:s of violence t. The people, who always hated him, made 
him frill more the objeCt of their averfion : All the relations of the attainted ba

rons and gentlemen fecretly vowed revenge : And tho' tranquility was in appear
ance reftored to the kingdom, the general con tempt of the King and odium 
againft Spenfer, bred dangerous humours, the fource of future revolutions and : 
convulfions. 

IN this fituation no fuccefs could be expeB:ed from foreign wars; . and Edward; 

a ter making one more fruitlefs attempt agamft Scotland, whence he retreated 
with difhonour, found it neceffi1ry to terminate hoftilities with that kingdom, by 
a truce of thirteen years :f: : Robert, tho' his title to the crown was· not acknow
ledged in the treaty, as fati&fied with enfuring his poffeffion of it during fo long 
a time. He had repelled with gallantry all the attacks of England : He had 
fuccefsfully carried war both ir.to that kingdom and into Ireland : He had reject-

* Leland's Coli. vol. 1. p. 668. t Knyghton, p. 2540. t Hidgen, lib. 7· cap. 42, 
T . de la More, p. 596. 11 Rymer, vol. 3 p. 943· Walling. p. 118, + Rymer, vol. 
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Chap. XIV. ed with difdain the Pope's authority, who pretended to impofe his commands up: 

132 
• on hi1n, and oblige him to make peace with his enemies : His throne was firmly 

eftablifhed, as well in the affeCtions of his fubjetl.s, as by force of arms: Yet there 

naturally remained fome inquietude in ~is m·ind, w~ile at war with a ftate, which, 

however at prefent difordered by facbon, was of Itfelf fo much an over·match 

for him both in riches and in numbers of people. And this truce was, at the 

fame time, the more convenient for England ; becaufe the nation was in that 

juncture threatened with hoftilities from France. / 

qz4-. PHI LIP the Fair, King of France, who died in 13 r 5, had left the crown to 

his fon Lewis I-Iutin, who, after a Ihort reign, dying without male iffue, was fuc

ceeded by Phi lip the Lo,. g, 'his brother, whofe death foon after made way for 

Charles the Fair, the youngeft brother of that family. This monarch had fome 

reafons of complaint againft the King's minifters in Gu'ienne ; and as there was 

no common nor equitable judge in that ftrange fpecies of fovereignty, eftablilhed 

by the feudal law, he feemed defirous to take advantage of Edward's weaknefs, 

and under that pretence, to co'lfi.fcate all his foreign dominions t. After an em

baffy by the earl -of Kent, the King"s brother, had been tried in v.ain, OEeen 

Ifabella obtained permiffion to go over to Paris, and endeavour to adjufr, in an 

amicable manner, the difference with her brother :f: : But while fhe was making 

fome progrefs in this negotiation, Charles ftarted a new pretenfion, the jufl:ice of 

which could not be difputed, that Edward himfelf ihould appear in his court, 

and do the homage of a vaffal for the fees which he held iA France§. But there 

occurred many difficulties in complying with this demand. Young Spenfer, by 

whom the King was implicitly governed, had unavoidably been engaged in ma

ny qllarrels ·With the ·~een, who afpired to the fame authority ; and tho' that 

artful princefs, on her leaving England, had diifembled her animofity 11, Spenfer, 

well acquainte_d with her fecret fentiments, was unwilling to attend his mafier to 

Paris, and appear in a court, where her credit might expofe him to infults, if not to 

clanger. He hefitated no lefs on allowing the King to make the journey alone; 

both fearing, left that eafy prince 1hould 1n his abfence fall under fome other in

fluence, and forefeeing the perils, to which he himfelf ihould be expofed, if, with

out the protection of the royal authority, he remained in Englan~ where he was 

f 32 S· fo generally ~utecl. While thefe doubts bred delays and difficulties, I fabella pro

pofed, that Edward ihould refign the dominion of Guienne to his fon, now thir-
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teen ye ~ · ·~ ~ fa ~ ; .,n,_ that the prince !hould come to Paris, and do the homage Chap. XIV. 
which c\'cry va.ffi1l •ved ro h: s fuperior lord *. This expedient, which feemed fo 1 32+· 
happily to re o 'e all ,f ·hculties, was immediately complied with : Spenfer was 
charmed i h he ont11 vance : Young Edward was fent to Paris : And the ruin, 
covered unrl er this fatal fnare, was never perceived, nor fufpeCI:ed by any of the 
Engli01 council. 

THE ~1een, on her arrival in France, had found there a great number of 
Englifh fu~ves, the remains of the Lancaftrian faction ; and their common 
l1atred of Spenfer, foon bred a fecret friendlhip and correfpondence between thetn 
and that princefs. Among the reil: was young Roger Mortimer, a potent baron 
in the WeHh marches, who had been obliged, with others, to make his fubmiffion 
to the King, had been condemned for high treafon; but having received a pardon 
for his life, was afterwards detained in the Tower, with an intention of rendering 
his imprifonment perpetual. He was fo fortunate as to make his efcape into 
France t; and being one of the moft confiderable perfons now remaining of the 
party, as well as diftinguifhed by his violent animofity againft Spenfer, he was 
eafily admitted to pay his court to ~1een !fabella. The graces of his perfon and 
addrefs advanced him quickly in her affections : He became her confident and 
counfellor in all her meafures : And gaining daily ground upon her heart, he en
gaged her to facrifice at Jaft, to her paffion, all the fentiments of honour and of fi-
ddity to her hufband t· Hating now the man, whom i11e had injured, and whom Confpiracy-: 
fhe never valued, ihe entered cordially into all Mortimer's confpiracies; and hav- g~i ntl the 
ing artfully got into her hands the young prince, and heir of the monarchy, fhe Kmg. 
refolved on the utter ruin of the King, as well as of his favourite. She en-
gaged her brother to enter into this criminal purpofe: Her court was daily full of · 
the exiled barons : Mortimer lived in the moft declared .intimacy with her : A 
correfpondence was fecretly carried on with the malecontent party in England= 
And when Edward, informed of thefe alarming circumftances, required her fpee-
dily to return with the prince, fhe publicly replied, that fhe never would fet foot 
in the kingdom, till Spenfet was forever removed from his prefence and councils : 
A declaration, which procured her great popularity in England, and threw a de
cent veil on all her treafonable enterprizes. 

Eow ARD endeavoured to put himfelf in a pofture of defence § ; but, be fides 
the difficulties arifing from his own indolence and flender abilities, and the want 
of authority, which of confequence attended all his refolutions, it was not eafy 

• Rymer, vol. 4· p. 103, 164, 165. Wallin. p. 120. T. de la More, p. 597· Murimuth, p. 64. ' t Rymer, vol. 4, p. 7• 8, zo. T. de la More, p. 596. Walling. p. 120. Ypod. Neuft. p. 506. 
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Chap. XIV. for him, in the prefent ftate of the kingdom and revenue, to maintain a conftant 

1 325· force, ready to repell an invaGon, which he knew not at what time or place he 

had reafon to expect. All his efforts were unequal to the traiterous and hoftile 

In(urreetion. confpiracies, 'Nhich both at h.ome and abroad .were ~arming ag~inft his .authority, 

and which were daily penetratmg farther even Into hts own famtly. Hts brother, 

the earl of Kent, a virtuous but weak prince, who was then at Paris, was unwa· 

r ily engaged by his fifter-in law, and by the King of France, who was alfo his 

coufin german, to give countenance to the invafion, whofe foie objeCl:, he believed, 

was the expulfion of the Spenfers : He prevailed on his elder brother the earl of 

Norfolk, to enter fecretly into the fame defign : The brother and heir of the earl 

of Lancafter had too many reafons for his hatred of thefe minifters, to refufe his 

concurrence. W alter de Reynel, archbi.fhop of Canterbury, and many of the 

prelates exprdfed their approbation of the Qyeen's meafures : Several of the moft 

potent barons, envying the exorbitant au horit of the favourite, were ready to fly 

to arms : The minds of the people, by means of fame truths and n1any calumnies, 

were ftrongly difpofed to the fame party: And there needed but the appearance 

of the ~een and Prince, with fuch a body of foreign troops, as might be fuf

ficient to give her proteCtion againft immediate violence, to turn all this tempeft, 

fo artfully prepared, againfr the unhappy Edward • 

. 3z6. CHARLEs, tho' he gave countenance and affiil:ance to the faction, was afhamed 

openly to fupport the ~een and prince, againft the authority of a hufhand and 

father ; and lfabella was obliged to court the alliance of fome other foreign 

potentate, from whofe dominions fhe might fet out on her intended enterprize. 

For this p urpofe, lhe affianced young Edward, whofe tender age made him inca

pable to judge of the confequences, with Philippa, daughter of the count of 

Holland and Hainault * ; and having by the open affiftance of this prince, and 

the fecret proteCtion of her brother, in]ifted in her fervice near 3000 men at arms, 

~11-t Septem. !he fet out from the harbour of Dort, and landed fafely, and without oppofition, 

on the coaft of Suffolk. The earl of Kent was in her company : Two other 

princes of d.e blood, the earl of Norfolk, and the brother of the earl of Lan

cafter, joinecl her foon afte~ her landing with all their followers: Three prelates, 

the bifhops of Ely, Lincoln, and Hereford, brought her both the force of their 

vaffals and the authority of their charaCter t: Even Robert de Watteville, who 

had been fer.t by the King to oppofe her progrefs in Suffolk, deferted to her with 
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11 his forces; To render her caufe more favourable, !he renewtd her decla· Chap. XIV: 

ration, that the fole purpofe of her enterprize was to free the king md kingdon1 l3t
6 

from the tyranny of the Spenfers, and of chancellor Baldoc, their creature t. 
The populace were allured by her fpecious pretences: The barons thought 
themfelves fecure againft forfeitures by the appearance of the prhce of Wales 
in her army: And a weak irrefolute King, fupported by minifters ger,erally odious, 
was altogether unable to ftem this torrent, which bore with fuch irreflftible violence 

againft him. 
EowARO, after trying in vain to rouze the citizens of London to fome fenfe 

of loyalty :f:, departed for the weft, where he hoped to meet with 1 better recep
tion; and he had no fooner difcovered his weaknefs by leaving the city, than the 
rage of the populace broke out without controul againft hitn anc his minifters. 
They firft plundered and then murdered all thofe who were obno}jious to them : 

They feized the bi!hop of Exeter, a virtuous and loyal prelate, as he was paffing 
through the ftreets; and having beheaded him, they threw his body into the 
river . They made themfelves mafl:er of the Tower by furprize, and then en
tered into a formal affociation to put to death without mercy every one who 
fuould dare to oppofe the enterprize of queen !fabella, and of tre prince 11· A 
like fpirit was foon communicated to all other parts of England ; and threw the 
few fervants of the King, who ftill entertained thoughts of perforrring their duty, 

into terror and aftoniihment. 

EDWAR o was liotly purfued to Briftol by the earl of Kent, f<=:onded by the 
foreign forces under John de Hainault. He found himfelf difappcinted in his ex
peCtations with regard to the loyalty of thofe parts; and he paffedover to Vv ales, 
:where he flattered himfelf his name was more popular, a.nd whi:h he hoped to 
find free from the contagion of general rage, which had feized the Englifh +· 
The elder Spenfer, lately created earl of Winchefl:er, was left governor of the 
caftle of Briftol; but the garrifon mutinied againft him, and he W4S delivered into 
the hands of his enemies. This venerable noble, who had nearly nached the nine
tieth year of his age, was inftantly, without a trial, or witnefs, er accufation, or 

anfwer, condemned to deqth by the rebellious barons: He was l"anged on a gib
bet; his body was cut in pieces, and thrown to the dogs * ; aad his head was 
fent to Winchefter, the place whofe title he bore, and was thcre fet on a pole, 
and expofed to the infults of the populace. 

t Ypod. Neuft. p. 508. ! Walfin. p. 123. 

599· Murirnuth, p. 66. il Walfing. p. I 24. 
Coil. vol. 1. p. 673· T .. de la More, p. 599· Walfing. 

§ Walfing. p. J24, T. de la ;\riore, p. 
-t Murimuth,'p. (7. • Lelan<rs 

• l :z S. M. Froiffard: vol. I. chap. I 3 • 
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THE King, difappointed anew in his expectations of fuccours from theW elth, 
took fhipping for Ireland ; but being drove back by cont•ary winds, he endea
voured to conceal himfelf in the mountains of Wales : He was foon difcovered, 
was put under the cuftody of the earl of Lancafter, and was confined in the 
caftle of Kenilworth. The younger Spenfer, his favourite, who alfo fell into the 
hands of his enemies, was executed, like his father, without any appearance of 
a legal trial t: The earl of ArundeJ, almoft the only man of his rank in Eng
land, who had maintained his loyalty, was alfo, without any trial, put to death 
at the inftigation of Mortimer: Baldoc, the chancellor, being a prieft, could not 
with fafety be fo fuddenly difpatched; but being fent to the bifhop of Hereford's 
houfe in London, he was there, as his enemies probably forefaw, feized by the 
populace, thrown into Newgate, and foon after expired, from the cruel ufage 
which he had received t· Even the ufual reverence, paid the facerdotal character, 
gave way, with every other confideration, to the prefent rage of the people. 

The King de- THE queen, to avail herfelf of the prevailing delufion, fummoned, in the King's 
throned. ft ft h · h h name, a parliament at We min er, w ere, together Wlt t e power of her ar-

my, and the authority of her partizans among the barons, who were concerned 
1327. to fecure their paft treafons by committing new aCl:s of violence againft their fo .. 

vereign, fhe expected to be feconded by the fury of the populace, the moft clan .. 
gerous of all inftruments, and the leaft anfwerable for· their exceffes. A charge 

13
th January. was drawn up againft the King, in which, even tho' it was framed by his invete• 

rate enemies, nothing but his narrow genius, or his misfortunes, were objected to 
hiin: For the greateft malice found no particular crime with which it could re
proach this unhappy prince. He was accufed of incapacity for go ternment, of 
wafting his time in idle amufements, of negleCting public bufinefs, of being 
f.Nayed by evil counfellors, of having loft, by his mifconduct, the kingdom of 
Scotland, and part of Guienne; and to fwell the charge, even the death of fomt 
barons, and the imprifoninent of fome prelates, convicted of treafon, were laid to 
his account §. It was in vain, amidll: the violence of arms and tumult of the 
people, to appeal either to law or reafon: The depofition of the King, without 
any appearing oppofition, was 'Voted by parliament: The prince, already declared 
regent by his party *, was placed on the throne : And a deputation was fent to 
Edward at Kenilworth, to require his refignation, which menaces and terror foon 
extorted from him. 

t Walling. P· 125. YpoJ. Neuft. p. 5oS. 
ton, p. 1.765, 2766. Brady's App. No. 72. 

:J: WaHing. p. 126. Murimuth, p. 68. § Knygh~ 
• Rymer, vol. 4· p. 137• Walfing. p. 125. 
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BuT it was impoffible, that the people, however corrupted by the barbarity of Chap. XIV. the tilnes, frill farther enflamed by faction, could forever remain infenfible to the ·•327· voice of nature. A wife, who had firft deferred, next invaded, and then de-throned her hulband : Who had made her infant fon an inftrument in this unna-tural treatment of his father: Who had by lying pretences feduccd the nation into rebellion ag'linfr their fovereign : Who had pu!hed them into violences and cruelties, that had dilhonoured them : All thofe circumftances were fo odious in themfelves, and formed fuch a complicated fcene of guilt, that the leaft refl~Cl:ion fufficed to open mens eyes, and make them deteft this flagrant infringement of every public and private duty. The fufpicions which foon arofe of I fabella's cri-minal commerce with Mortimer, the proofs which daily broke out of this part of her guilt, encreafed the general abhorrence againft her; and her impudent hypo-crify, in publicly bewailing with tears the King's unhappy fate t, was not able to deceive even the moft frupid and moft prejudiced of her adherents. In pro· portion as the Qyeen became the object of public hatred, the dethroned monarch, who had been the viCtim of her crimes and her ambition, was regarded with pity, with friendfhip, with veneration ; and men became fenfible, that all his mifcon-ducr, which fat1:ion had fo much exaggerated, had been owing to the unavoidable weaknefs, not oy voluntary depravity of his character. The new earl of Lancafter, to whole cuftody he had been committed, was foon touched with thefCJ generous fentiments ; and befides ufing his prifoner with gentlenefs and humanity, he was fufpeCl:ed to have entertained frill more honourable intentions in his favour. The King, therefore, was taken out of his hands, and delivered OYer to the lord Berkeley, and Mautravers, and Gournay, who were entrufted alternately, each for a month, with the charge of guarding him. While he was in Berkeley'.s cuftody, he was fiill ufed with the gentlenefs due to his rank and his misfortunes ; but when Mautravers' and Gournay's turn came, every fpecies of indignity was prac· tifed againft him, as if their intention had been to break entirely the prince's fpi-rit, and to employ his farrows and afflictions, inftead of more violent and more dangerous expedients, for the infiruments of his murder :J:. It is reported, that one day, when Edward was to be 1haved, they ordered cold and dirty water to be brought from the ditch for that purpofe ; and when he defired it to be changed, and was ftill denied his requeft, he burft out into tears, which bedewed his cheeks; and he exclaimed, that, in fpite of their infolence, he fhou]d be fhaved with dean and warm water*. But as this means for laying Edward in his grave ap-

peared frill too flow to the impatient l\1ortimer, he fecretly fent orders to the 

·~ Walfing. p. 1 z6. t Anonymi Hift. p. 8 38. T. de la More, p. 6o2. 
Uz two 
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Chop. XIV. two keepers, who were at his devotion, inftant y to difpatch him; and thefe 

1
3

2
7· ruffians contrived to make the manner of his death .as cruel and barbarous as pof-

2 Ill Septr. fib le. Taking advantage of Berkeley's ficknefs, in whofe cuftody he then was, 
and who was thereby incapacitated fron1 attending his charge t ; they came to Ber

. keley-caftle, and put themfelves in polfeffion of the King's perfon. They threW' 
The King him on the bed ; held him down violently with a table, which they flung over 
murdered. him;. thurft into his fundament a red hot iron, which they inferted thro' a horn•;. 

and tho' the outward marks of violence upon his perfon were prevented by 
this expedient, the horrid deed was difcov.ered to all the guards and attendant~ 
by the fcreams, with which the agonizing King filled the caftle, while his bow~ 
els were confuming t· 

GouRNEY and M·autravers were held in deteftation by all mankind; and when. 
the enfuing revolJtion in England threw their protectors from power, they found. 
it neceffary to provide for their fafety by flying the kingdom. Gournay was af .. 
terwards feized at M'arfeilles, delivered over to the Senefchal of Guienne, put on 
board a ihip with a view of carrying him over to England ; but was beheaded 
at fea, Gy fecret orders, as was fuppofed, from fome nobles and prelates in Eng
land, anxious to prevent any difcovery, which he might n1ake of his accompli
ces 1\. Mautravers concealed himfelf for feveral years in Germany ; out having 
found means of rendering fame fervice to Edward Ill. he ventured to approach 
his perfon, threw himfelf on his knees before him, fubmitted to his mercy, and 

recei ed a pardon -!-,. 
'ii •haraaer.. IT is not eafy to imagine a man more i'nnocent and inoffen!ive than the unhap· 

py King, whofe tragical death we have related; nor a prince lefs fitted for go· 
verning that fierce and turbulent people, fubjeB:ed to his authority. He was 
obliged to devolve on others the weight of governn1ent, which he had neither 
ability nor inclination to bear : The fame indolence and want of penetration led 
him to make choice of minifters and favourites, who were not always the beft qua-
lified for the truft committed to them : The feditiou.s grandees, pleafed with hts 
weaknefs, yet complaining of it, under pretence of attacking his minifters, infult· 
ed his perfon and invaded his authority :' And the impatient populace, iggorant 
of the fource of their grievances, threw all the blame upon the King, and en
creafed the public diforders by their. faCtion and violence. It was in vain to look 

. 
t Cotton~s Ebrid. p. 8.. t Walfing. p. 1 z7; Ypod. Neufl:. p. 509~ Heming. p. z6i. 

T. de la More, p. 6o3. ll Walfing. p. 128. Anon. Hill. P.· 390. + Cotton's abridg. 

-p. 66~ 81. Rymer, vol. . p. 6oo. 
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for protetl:ion from the laws, whofe voice, always feeble in thofe times, was not Chap. xr ~~ 
heard amidft the din of arms : What could not defend the King was lefs able to 1 3~7· 

give ih Iter to any of the people: The whole machine of government was torne 
in pieces with fury and violence : _1\nd men, inftead of complaining againft the 
manners of their age, and the form of their conftitution, which required the moft 
fteady and moft fkilful hand to conduct them, imputed all errors to the perfon, 
:who had the misfortune to be entrufted with the reins of empire. 

BuT tho' fuch miftakes be natural and unavoidable while the events are recent, it 
is a fhameful delufion in modern hiftorians, to imagine, that all the antient princes, 
who were unfortunate in their government, were alfo tyrannical in their conduct, 
and that the feditions of the people proceeded always from fome invafion of their 
liberties and privileges by the monarch. Even a great and a good King was not 
in that age fecure againft faCtion and rebellion, as appears in the cafe of Henry 
II. but a great King had the beft chance, as we learn from the hiftory of the fame 
period, for quelling and fubduing them. Compare the reigns and charaCl:er..s of 
Edward I.· and Il. The father made feveral violent attempts againft the liber
ties of the people:· His barons oppofed him : He was obliged, at leaft found it 
prudent, to fubmit :· But as they dreaded his valour and abilities, they were con
tented with reafonable fatisfaClion, and pufhed no farther their advantages againft 
him. The facility and weaknefs of the fon, not his violence, threw every thing 
into confufion: The laws and government were overturned: An attempt to re
inftate them was an unpardonable crime ~ And no atonement, but the depofition 
and traaical death of the King himfelf, could give thefe barons contentment. I 
is eafy ~o fee, that a conftitution, which depended fo much on the perfonal cha
raCter of the fovereign, muft neceffarily, in many of its parts, be a government of 
will, not of laws. But always to throw, without diftinB:ion, the blame of all 
diforders upon the prince, would introduce a fatal error in politics, and ferve as 
a perpetual apology for treafon and rebellion : As if the turbulency ~f the great, 
and madnefs of the peoplo, were not, equally with the tyranny of princes, an evil 
incident to human fociety, and no lefs carefully to be guarded againft in .every 
:well regulated conftitution. c · ' 

WHIL~ thefe .abominable feenes pafTed in Engla~d, the the~t:e of Fra~ce was Mifcellaneoiii , 

ftained w1th a wtckednefs equally barbarous, and {bll more pu.bhc and dehberate. t:anfaClions • 

The order of knights templars had arifen during the fidl: fervot1r of the Croi- d~ring this 

fades;" and· uniting the two qualities the moft. popular ·in d -at • gr, devotion and reign. 

valour, and exercifing both in the moft poRular of all ~11tt!"prizec, the defence of 
he Holy Land, they had made rapid adv.ances to <.:redit. a~d authority, and 

' kad. 
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l.ap. XIV. had gcquired, from the iety of the faithful, i.rery an ple poffeffions in every coun.: ,. 
132 7· try of Europe, efpecially in France. Their great riches, joined to the courfe of 

time, had, by degrees, relaxed the feverity of thefe virtues ; and the templars had 
in a great meafure loft that popularity, which firft raifed them to honour and 
diftintl:ion. Acquainted from' experience with the fatigues and dangers of thofe 
fruitlefs expeditions to the Eaft, they chofe rather to enjoy in eafe their opulent 
revenues in Europe : And being all of them men of birth, educated, according 
to the cufton1 of that age, without any tincture of letters, they fcorned the igno

ble occupations of a monafric life, and palfed their time wholly in the falhionable 
amufements of hl1nting, gallantry, and the pleafures of the table. Their rival ' 
order, that of St. John of Jerufalem, whofe poverty had as yet preferved them 
fron1 like corruptions, frill diftinguifhed themfelves by their enterprizes againil: 
the infidels, and fucceeded to all the popularity, which was loft by the indolence 

and luxury of the templars. But tho' thefe caufes had weakened the foundations 
of this order, once fo celebrated and revered, the immediate fource of their de
ftruCl:ion proceeded from the cruel and vindicrivc fpirit of Philip the Fair, who 
having entertained a private difguft againft fome eminent templars, determined 

to gratify at once his avidity and revenge, by involving th~ whole order in one 
undiftingui!hed ruin. On no better information, than that of two knights, con
demned by their fuperiors to perpetual imprifonment for their vices and 

profligacy; he ordered on one d,ay all the templars of France to be committed 
to prifon, and imputed to them fuch enormous and abfurd crimes, as are fuffi

cient of themfelves to deftroy all the credit of the accufation. Befides their being 

t.miverfally charged with murder, robbery, and vices the moft fhocking to nature; 

every one, it was pretended, whom they received into their order, was obliged to 

renounce our Saviour, to fpit upon the crofs *, and to join to this impiety the 

fuperftition of worfhiping a gilded head, which was fecretly kept in one of their 
houfes at Marfeilles. They alfo initiated, it w.as faid, every candidate by fucb. 
infamous rites, as could ferve to no other purpofe, than to degrade the order in 
his eyes, and deftroy for ever the authority of all his fuperiors over him t. 
Above an hundred of thefe unhappy genltlemen were put to the queftion in order 
to extort from them a confeffion of their guilt : The more obftinate perifhed in 
the hands of their tormentors : Several, to procure themfelves immediate eafe in 
the violence of their agonies, acknowledged whatever was required of them: Forged 

confeffions were imputed to others :j:: And Philip, as if their guilt were now cer-

* Rymer, vol. 3· P· 31, 101. t It was pretended, that he kilfed the knights who receiv-
ed him on the mouth, navel and breech. Dupuy, p. 15, 16. Waif. p. 99• :t Vertot, hift. 
cie Chev. de Malte, J.Ol. z. p. 1z7, 130, &c. 
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tain proceeded to a confifcation of all their treafures: But no fooner had the 
templars recovered from their tortures, thaLl, preferring the mofi cruel execu
tion to a life with infamy, they difavowed their confeffions, exclaimed againfl: the 
forgeries, juftified the innocence of their order, and appealed to all the gallant 
ac't_ions, performed by them in antient or latter times, as a full apology for their 
conduct. The barbarous tyrant, enraged at this difappointment, and thinking 
himfeJf now engaged in honour to proceed to extremities, ordered fifty four of 
them, whom he branded as relapfed heretics, to perifh by the punilhment of fire 
in his capital *' : Great numbers expired after a Jike manner in other parts of 
the kingdom : And when he found, that the perfeverance of thefe unhappy vic
tims, in juftifying to the laft their innocence, had made deep impreffion on the 
fpectators, he endeavoured to pvercome the conftancy of the temp ars by new 

inhumanities. The grand n1after of the order John de Mol ay, and another great 
officer, brother to the fovereign of Dauphine, were conducted to a fcaffold, 
erected before the church of N otredame, at Paris : A full pardon was offered 
them on the one hand: The fire, deftined for their execution, was 1hown to them 
on the other: Thefe gallant nobles ftill perfifted in the proteftations of their own 
innocence and that of their order ; and were inftantly hurried into the flames by 
the executioner t. 

IN all this barbarous injuftice, Clement V. who was th~ creature of Philip, 
and then refided in France, fully concurred; and without examining a witnefs, or 
n1aking any enquiry into the truth of faCts, he fummarily, by tne plenitude Q[ 

his apoftolic power, abolifhed the whole order. The templars all over urop 
were thrown into prifon ; their conduCl: underwent a fi:rict fcrutiny; the power of 
their enemies ftill purfued and oppreifed them; but no where, except in France, 
were the fmalkft traces of their guilt pretended to be found. England fent back 
an ample teftimony of their piety and morals; b.ut as he order wa now annihi
lated, the knights were diftribuced into feveral convents, and tHeir poffeffion 
were, by comn1and of the Pope, transferred to the order of St. John t. We now 
proceed to relate fome other ddached tranfactions of the prefent period. 

THE kingdom of England was afflicted with a grievous famine during feveral 
years of this reign. Perpetual rains and cold weather, not only deftroyed the 
harveft, but bred a mortality among the cattle, and raifed every kind of food to 
an enormous price §. The parliament, in 13 I 5, endeavoured to fix more mo. 
derate rates on commodities, not fenfible, that fuch an attempt was impracticable, 
and that, were it poffible to reduce the pnce of food by any other expedient 

• Vertot, vol. 2. p. qz. Trevet, cont. p. 8. t Vertot, vol. 2. p. 142. :t Rymer, 
vol. 3· P· 323, 956. vol. 4· p. 47· Ypod. Neuft. p. so6. § Trevet~ cont. p. J7, 18. 
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c 1ap .• n '· than introducing plenty, nothing could be more pernicious and deflructive to th 

132 i· 1 ublic. Where the produce of a year, for infi:ance, falls fo far !hort, as to af

ford full fubfifl:ance only for nine months, the only expedient for making it laft 

the whole twelve, is to raife the prices, to put the people by that means on fhort 

!llowance, and oblige them to fpare their food, till a more plentiful year. But 

in reality, the encreafe of prices is a neceffary confequence of fcarcity ; and laws, 

infread of preventing it, only encreafe the evil, by cramping and reftraining com

tnerce. The parliament accordingly, in the enfuing year, repealed their ordinance, 

which they had found ufelefs and burdenfome *· 

THE prices affixed by the parliament are fomewhat remarkable: Two pounds 

eight fhilJings of our prefent money for tne beft ox, not fed with corn: If fed 

with corn, three pounds twelve fhillings: A fat hog of two years old, ten fhillings: 

A fat weather unfhorn, a crown: If ihorn, three !billings and fix pence : A fat 

goofe, feven pence halfpenny : A fat capon, fixpence : A fat hen, three pence: 

~~wo chickens, three pence! Four pigeons, three pence : Two dozen of eggs, 

three pence t. If we confider thefe prices, we fhall find, that butcher's meat, in 

this time of great fcarcity, muft ftill have been fold by the parliamentary ordinance, 

three times cheaper than our middling prices at prefent: Poultry fomewhat lower; 

becaufe, being now confide red as a delicacy, it has rifen beyond its proportion; 

In the country places of Ireland and Scotland, where delicacies bear no priceJ 

poultry is at prefent as cheap, if not cheaper, than butcher's meat. But the inference 

I would draw from the comparifon of prices is frill more confiderab!e : I fuppofe 

that the rates, affi~d by parliament were in ferior to the ufual n1arket prices in 

thofe years of famine and mortality of cattle ; and that thefe commodities, inftead 

of a third, had really rifen to a half of the prefent value. But the famine at 

that time was fo confuming, that wheat was fometimes fold for above four pounds 

ten ibillings a quarter t, ufually for three pounds§; that is, confiderab1y above 

twice our middling prices. A certain proof of the wretched ft .te of tillage in 

thofe ages. \Ve formerly found, that the middling price of corn in that period 

was a half of the prefent value; while tHe middling price of cattle was only an 

eighth part: We here find the fame in1menfe difproportion in years of fcarcity. 

It may thence be inferred with certainty, that the raifing of corn was a fpedes of 

manufaCtory, which few_in that age could praB:ife with advantage: And there 

is reafon tq think, that other manufactures more refined, were fold even beyond 

the-ir preient prices : At leaft there is a demonftration for it in the reign of Hen~ 

• Walf. p. 107. t Rot. Pari. 7· Edw. TI. n. 35, 36. Ypod. Neuft. p. 502. t l'viurimuth, 

p. 48. WaHingham, p. 1oS1 fays it rofe to fix pounds. § Ypod. Neuft. p. 502. Trivet, 

ont p. 18. ry 
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y VII. fron1 the prices affixed to fcarlet and other broad cloaths by act: of par- Cha . XlV. 

liament. During all thofe times, it was ufual for the princes and great nobili- 1~27. 
ty to make fettlements of their velvet beds and filken robes~ in the fame man-
ner as of their efiates and tnanors *. In the lift of jewels and plate, which had 
belonged to the oftentatious Gavafton, and which the King reco1'ered from the 
earl of Lancafter after the murder of that favourite, we find fome embroidered 
girdles, flowered 1hirts, and filk waiftcoats t. It was afterwards one article of 
accufation againft that potent and opulent earl, when tried for his life, that he 
had purloined fome of thefe effeCl:s of Gavafton. The ignorance of thofe ages in 
manufactures, and efpecially in tillage, is a clear proof that they were fJr fron1 
being populous. 

ALL trade and manufactures indeed were then at a very low ebb. The only 
country in the northern parts of Europe, where they feem to have rifen to any 
tolerable degree of improvement, was Flanders·. When Robert, earl of that coun-

. try, was applied to by Edward, and was defired to break off commerce with 
the S s, whom Edward called his rebels, and reprefentcd as excommunicated on 
that account by the church, the earl replied, that Flanders was always confidered 
as common and free and open to all nations :f:. 

THE petition of the elder Spenfer to parliament, complaining of the devafta
tion committed on his lands by the barons, contains feveral particulars, whidi 
are curious, and difcover the manners of the age§. He affirms, that they had 
ravaged fixty three manors belonging to him, and he makes his loffes amount to 
46,ooo pounds ; that is, to 13 8,oco of our prefent money. Among other par· 
ticulars, he enumerates z8,ooo fheep, 1000 oxen and heifers, 1 zoo cows with 
their breed for two years, s6o cart horfes, 2000 hogs, together with 6oo ha
cons, 8o carcaffes of beef, and 6oo 1nuttons in the larder; ten tuns of cyder, 
arms for 200 men and other warlike engines and provifions. The plain inference 
is, that the greateft part of Spenfer's vaft efl:ate, as \Veil as that of the other no
bility, was farn1ed by the landlord himfelf, managed by his fl:ewards or bailiffs, 
and cultivated by his villains. Little or none of it was let on leafe to hufband
n'Jen : Its produce was confumed in rufl:ic hof_Fitality by the baron or his offi
cers: A great number of idle retainer , ready for any diforder or mifchief, were 
n1aintained by him : An who lived upon his eftate were abfolutely at his difpo
fal : Inftead of applying to courts of jufi:ice, he ufually fought redrefs by open 
force and violence : The great nobility were a kind of independant potentates, 
who, if they fubmitted to any regulations at all, were lefs governed by the mu-

• Dugd:1le, pa m. t Rymer, vol. z. p. 3 88. t Rymer, vol. 3· p. 770~ 
; Brady's hill. vol. '].. p. 143, from Clauf. J 5. Edw. n. M. If. Dors. in cedula. 

VoL. II. X nicipal 



I-I I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

:~· ,;p. GV. nicipal ~ a •, than by a rude fpecies of the laws of nations. The method in which 
• 3 : · • :ve find thej treated the King's favourites, and minifters, is a proof of their ufual 

~ay of dealing with each other. A party, which complains of the arbitrary con
cluft of n1inifters, ought naturally to affeCt a great r~gard for the laws and con· 
1~itut: n, and maintain at leaft the appearan~e of juftice in their proceedings : 
):-et thefe barons, W 1 en difcontented, came to parr ament with an armed force, 

. tonfrrained the King to affent to their meafures, and without any trial or wit
n .. fs or conviction, paffed, from the pretended notoriety of fafrs, an aCl: of ba
nifl1ment or attainder againft the minifter, which, on the firft revolution of for
tune, was reverfed by like expedients. The parliament, during faCtious times> 
was nothing but the organ of prefent power. Tho' the perfons of whom it was 
chiefly compofed, feemed to enjoy great independance, they really poffeffed no 
true liberty ; and the fecurity of each individual among them, was not fo much 
derived from the general protection of law, as from his own private power and 

, that of his confederates. The authority of the monarch, tho' far from abfolute, 
was very irregular, and might often reach him: The current of a faetion might 
afily overwhehn him: A hundred confiderations, of benefits and injuries, friend

ihips and animofities, hopes and fears, were able to influence his conduct ; and 
amidft thefe motives a regard to equity and law and juftice was commonly, in 
thofe rude ages, of little moment; Nor did any man entertain thoughts of op· 
pofing prefent power, who did not deem himfelf ftrong enough to difpute the 
field with it by force, and was not prepared to gi~e battle to the fovereign or 
he ruling party. 

BEFORE I conclude this reign, I cannot forbear making another remark drawn 
from the detail of loffes given in by the elder Spenfer ; particularly the great 
quantity of falt meat which he had in his larder, 6oo bacons, 8o carcaffes of 

eef, 6oo muttons. We may obferve that the outrage, of which he complains, 
began after the third of May, as we learn from the fame paper. It is eafy there
fore to conjecture what a vaft ftore of the fame kind he muft have laid up at 
the beginning of winter; and we may draw a new conclufion with regard to the 
wretched ftate of the antient hufbandry, which could not provide any fubfiftance 
for the cattle during winter, even in fuch a temperate clin1ate as the fouth of 
England : For Spenfer had but one manor fo far north as Yorkfhire. Tnere 
being few or no enclofures, except perhaps for deer, no fown grafs, little hay, 
and no other refources for feeding cattle ; the barons, as well as the people, were 
obliged to kill and falt their oxen and fheep at the beginning of winter, befor 
they became lean upon the common pafture : A precaution ftill practifed with re
gard to oxen in .the leaft cult' vated arts of this ifiand~ The falting of mutton 

3 ·s 
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is a miferable expedient which has every where been long difufed . From this cir- Chap. XI '. 
cum fiance, however trivial in appearance, may be drawn very important inferences, 1 32 i· 
with regard to the domeftic oeconomy and manner oflife in thofe ages. 

THE diforders of the times, from foreign wars and ioteftine diffentions, but 
above all, the cruel fan1ine, which obliged the nobi ity to difmifs many of their 
retainers, encreafed the number of robbers in the kingdom; and no place was fe ... 
cure from their incurfions *. They met in troops like armies, and over-ran the 
country. Two cardinals, themfelves, the Pope's legates, notwithftanding the 
numerous train, which attended them, were robbed, and defpoiled of all their 
goods and equipage, when they traveled on t e roa t. 

AMoNG the other wild fancies of the age, it wa imagined, that the perfons 
affected with leprofy, a difeafe at that time ~ry common, had confpired with 
the Saracens to poifon all the fprings and fountains ; and men being glad of any 
pretence to get rid of thofe who were a burchen to them, many of thofe un
happy people were burnt alive for this chimerical imputation. Several Jews alfo 

ere punifhed in t 1eir perfons, and their goods confifcated on the fame account :J:. 
THIS King left four children, two fons and two daughters : Edward, his el .. 

deft fon and fucceffor; John, created afterwards earl of Cornwal, who died 
young at Perth; Jane, afterwards married to David Bruce, King of Scotland ; 
and E1eanor married to Reginald, count of Gueldres. 

• Ypod. NeuR:. p. soz. Walf. p. 107. 
Trevet, t nt. p. :z. urimuth, p. 51. 

t V pod. Neufir. p. 503. T. de la More, p. 594· 
l Ypod. Neuft. p. 504. 
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War with Scotland-Execution of the earl of Rent-Execution of 

Mortimer, earl of March--State of Scot!and-War with that. 

kingdoJJz- King's claim to the crown of Prance-Preparations jorr 

rzRJar with Prance-War--Naval viC!ory-Domtjlic db1urban·

ces-Affairs of Britanny--Renewal of the war with France

Invqflon of Prance-Battle of Crecy-War q~ith Scotland-Cap

tivity of the King of Scots-Calais taken .. 

HE violent party, which had taken arms againft Edward II. and fina!Iy; 

depofed that unhappy monarch, deemed it requifite for their future fecu

rity to pay fo far an exterior obeifance to the law, as to demand a par]iamentar~ 

indemnity for a11 their illegal proceedings; on account of the neceffity, which, 

it was pretended, they lay under, of employing force againft the Spenfers and 

other evil counfellors, the enemies of the kingdom. All the attainders alfo, 

'Yhich had paffed againft the earl of Lancafter and his adherents, when the chance 

of war turned againft them, were eafily reverfed during the triumph of their pan· 

ty *; and the Spenfers, whofe former attainder had been reverfed by parliament, 

were now again, in this change of fortune, condemned by the votes of their ene

mies. A council of regency was likewife appointed by parliament, confifti·ng of 

twelve perfons; five prelates, the archbi!hops of Canterbury and York, the bi

fhops of Winchefter, Worcefter, and Hereford; and feven lay peers, the _earls. 

of Norfolk, Kent and Surrey, and the lords Wake, Ingham, Piercy, and Rofs .. 

The earl of Lancafier was appointed guardian and protector of the King's per

fon. But tho' it was reafonable to expect, that, as the weaknefs of the fornier 

King had given reins to the licentioufnefs of the barons, great tranquillity would 

not prevail during the prefent minority ; the firft difturbance arofe from the in· 

vafion of foreign enemies. 

THE King of Scots, declining in years and health, but retaining ftill that mar~· 

tial fpirit, which had raifed his nation fron1 the loweft ebb of fortune, deemed 

the 
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the prefent opportunity favourable for infefting England : He firft made an at
tempt on the caftle of Norham, in which he was difappointed; he then collected 
an army of 25,000 men on the frontiers, and having appointed the earl of Mur· 
ray and lord Douglas generals, threatened an incurfion into the northern coun
ties. The Englifh regency, after trying in vain every expedient to reftore peace 
·with Scotland, made vigorous preparations for war; and befides affembling an 
Eng1i!h army of near fixty thoufand men, they invited back John de Hainau1t, 
and fome foreign cavalry, whom they had difmiffed, and whole difcipline and 
'arms had appeared fuperior to thofe of their own country. Young Ed ward 
himfelf, burning with a paffion for military fame, appeared at the head of thefe 
numerous forces ; and marched from Durham, the appointed place of rende
vous, .~n queft of the enemy, who had already broke into the ft:Qntiers, and were 
laying every thing wafl:e around him with fire and [word. 

• MuRRAY and Douglas were the two moft celebrated warriors, bred in the 
long hoftilities between the Scots and Engli!h ; and their forces, trained in the 
fame fchool, and enured to hardlhips, f tigues, and dangers, were per~etly qua
lified, by their habits and manner of life, for that defultory and deftruClive war, 
which they carried on againfl: the Englifh. Except a body of about 4000 ca
,valry, well armed, and fit to make a fteddy impreffion in battle, the reft of the 
army were mounted on fmall horfes, which found fubfiftance every where, and 
carried them with rapid and unexpected marches, whether they meant to commit 
depredations on the peaceable inhabitants, or to attack an armed enemy, or to 
retreat into their own country. The whole equipage of the troops confifl:ed of a 
bag of oat meal, which, as a fi1pply in cafe of neceffity, each foldier carried be
hind him; together with a light plate of iron, on which he inflantly baked the 
()at meal into a cake, in' the open fields. But his chief fubfiftance was the cattle 
which he feized ; and his cookery was as expeditious as all his other operations. 
After Beaing the animal, he placed the f]dn, loofe and hanging in the form of a 
bag, upon fome flakes; he poured water into it, kindled a fire below, and thus 
made it ferve as a cauldron for the boiling of his vict.uals *. 

THE chief difficulty, which Edward met with, after compoflng fome dangerous 
frays, which broke out between his foreign forces and the Englifh t, was to come 
up with an enemy, fo rapid in their marches, and fo little encumbered in their 
motions. Tho' the flame and fmoke of burning villages directed him fufficiently 
to the place of their encampment, he found upon hurrying thither, that they 
:vere already departed, and he foon difcovered, by new 141arks of devaftation, 
·hat they had removed to fome diftant quarter. After harraffing his army during 

~ .FroiJThrd, liv. 4· chap. 18. t Froiifard, lir. 1. chap . 17. 
fom ~ 
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fome time in this frnitlefs chace, he advanced northwards, and croffed the Tyne, 

wich a refolution of awaiting them on their return homewards, and taking ven ... 

geance on them for all their depredations*. But that whole country was already 

fo much wafted by their frequent incurfions, that it could not afford fubfiftance 

to his army ; and he was obliged again to return fouthwards, and change his 

plan of operations. He had now loft all tract 0f the enemy ; and tho' he pro

mifed the reward of a hundred pounds a year to any one who fhould bring him 

an account of their motions, he remained unaCl:ive fome days, before he received 

any intelligence of them t. He found at I aft, that they had fixed their camp on 

the fouthern bank'l of the Were, as if they~. intended to await a battle ; but 

their prudent leaders had chofen the ground with fuch judgment, that the Englifi1, 

on their approach, found it impratticable, without temerity, to crofs the river 

in their face, and attack them in their prefent fituation. Edward, impatient for 

revenge and glory, here fent them a defiance, and challenged them, if they dared, 

to meet him in an equal field, and try the fortune of arms. The bold fpirit of 

Douglas could ill brook this bravado, and he advifed the acceptance of the chat .. 

]enge ; but he was over-ruled by Murray, who replied to Ed ward, that he never 

took the council of an enemy in any of his operations. The King, therefore, 

kept ftill his pofition oppofite to them ; and expetl:ed daily, that neceffity would 

oblige them to change their quarters, and give him an opportunity of over

whelming them with his fuperior forces. After a few days, they fuddenly de

camped, and marched farther up the r~ver ; but ftill pofted themfelves in fuch a 

n1anner, as to preferve the advantage of the ground, if the enemy fhould ven

ture to attack them :f:. Ed ward in!iil:ed, that all hazards Jhould be run, rather 

than allow thefe ravagers to efcape with impunity; but Mortimer's authority pre

vented the affault, and oppofed itfelf to the valour of the young monarch. While 

the armies lay in this pofition, an incident happened which had weJI nigh proved 

fatal to the Englifh. Douglas, having got the word, and furveyed exactly the 

fituation of the Engli!h camp, entered it fecretly in the night time, with a body 

of two hundred determined foldiers, and advanced to the royal tent, with a view 

of killing or carrying off the prince, in the midft of his whole army. But fome 

of Edward's attendants, awaking in that critical moment, made refiftance; his 

chaplain and chamberlain facrificed their lives for his fafety ; the King himfelf, 

after making a valiant defence, efcaped in the dark: And Douglas, having loft 

the greateft part_ of his followers, was glad to make a hafty retreat with the re

mainder §. Soon after, the Scotti!h army decamped without noife in·the!dead of 

• Froi1Tart, liv. 4· chap. 19. t Rymer, vol. 4· p. 312. Froiifart, Iiv. 4· chap. 19. t Froif-

fart, liv. 4 · chap. 19. § Froiifart, liv. t~ chap. 19. Hemingford,,p. z68. Ypod . . Neuft. p..-

so9. Knyghton, p. 2))Z· night; 
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nigh ; , nd having thus got the ftart of the Englifh, arrived without farther lofs 
in their own country. Edward, on entering the place of the Scottifu encamp~ 
ment, found only fix Englifhmen, whom the enemy, after breaking their legs, 
had tied to trees, in order to prevent their carrying any intelligence to their coun
trymen *. 

THE King was highly incenfed at the difappointment, which he had met with, 
in his firft enterprize, and at the head of fo gallant an army. Tbe fympton1s, 
which he had difcovered of bravery and fpirit, gave extreme fatisfaCl:ion, and 
were regarded as fure prognoftics of an illuftrious reign : But the general difplea· 
fure fell violently on Mortimer, who was already the objeCt of public odium : 
And every meafure which he purfued, tended to aggravate, beyond all bounds, the 
hatred of the nation both againft him and ~een !fabella. 

WHEN the council of regency was formed, Mortimer, tho' in the plenitude 
of his power, had taken no care to enfure a place in it; but this femblance of 
moderation was only a cover to the moft exorbitant and moft ambitious projects. 
He rendered that council entirely ufelefs by ufurping to himfelf the whole fove· 
reign power; he fettled on the QEeen-dowager the greater part of the royal re
v nues ; he never confulted either the princes of the blood or the other noblemen 
in any public meafure; the King himfelf was fo befieged by his creatures, that 
no accefs could be procured to him; and all the envy, which had attended Gava~ 
fton and Spenfer, fell much more defervedly on this new favourite. 

M oR TIMER, fenfible of the growing hatred of the people, thought it requifite, 
on any terms, to fecure peace abroad; and he entered into a negociation with 
Robert Bruce for that purpofe. As the claim of fuperiority in England, more 
than any other caufe, had tended to inflame the animofities between the two 
nations, Mortimer confented to refign abfolutely this pretenfion, to give up all 
the homages done by the Scottilh parliament and nobility, and to acknowledge 
Robert as fovereign of Scotland t. In return for thefe mighty advantages, Ro
bert only ftipulated the payment of 3o,ooo marks to England. This treaty was 
ratified by parliament :J: ; but was neverthelefs the fource of great difcontent 
among the people, who, having entered zealoufiy into the pretenfions of Ed ward 1. 
and deeming themfelves difgraced by the fuccefsful refiftance of fo inferior a 
a nation, were difappointed by this treaty, in all future hopes both of conqueft 
and of vengeance. 

THE princes of the blood, Kent, Norfolk, and Lancafter, were very much 
united in their councils; and Mortimer entertained great fufpicions of their de-

• Froiffiut, liv. 4· chap. 1g. Rymer, p. 337· Heming. p. 270. Anon. I:Ii!l. P· 39z. :t Ypod. Neuft. p. 510. 
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Cha • XV. f1gns againft him. In fummoning them to parliament, he ftriCl:ly prohibited 
'~527· ~ them, in the K.ing's name, from being attended with an armed force, an illeaal 

but ufual praCtice in that age. The three earls, as they approached to Saliibury, 

the place appointed for the meeting of parliam ... nt, found; that, tho' they them• 
felves, in obedience to the K10g9 s command, had brought only their ufual re-. 

tinue along with them, Mortimer and his party were attended with all their fol

lowers in arms; and they began with fome re.lfon to apprehend a dangerous de· 

fign againft their perfons. They therefore retreated, aifembled their retainers, 

and were returning with an army to take vengeance on M01·timer, when the 

weaknefs of Kent and Norfolk, who deferted the common caufe, obliged Lan

calter alfo to make hi~ fubm ,ffions *. The quarrel, by the interpofition of the 

~ prelates, feemed for the prefent to be appeafed. 

BuT Mortimer, in order to intimidate the princes, determined to have a vic

tim; and the fimp' icity, with the good intentions of the earl of Kent, afforded 

him foon after an opportunity of praClifing upon him. By himfelf and his emif

faries, he endeavoured to perfuade that prince, that his brother, King Edward, 

was frill alive, and concealed in fome fecret prifon in England. The earl, whofe 
remorfes for the part which he had aCted againft the late King, probably inclin

ed him to give credit to this intelligence, entered into a defign of reftoring him 
to liberty, of re· infrating him on the throne, and thereby of making fome com

penfation for the injuries, which he had unwarily done him t. After this inno

cent contrivance had been a\lowed to proceed a certain length, the earl was feized 

b y Mortimer, was accufed before the parliament, and condemned by thefe ilav-

9th March. 
Execution of 
the earl of 

ent. 

ifh, tho' turbulent barons, to lofe his life and fortune. The queen and Morti
mer, apprehenfi ve of young Ed ward's lenity towards his uncle, hnrried on the 

execution, and the prifoner was beheaded next day: But fo general was the af- · ·, 

feClion borne the earl, and fuch pity prevailed for his hard fate, that, tho' peers 

bad been eafily found, to condemn him, it was evening before his enemies could 

find an executioner to perform the office:):. 
THE earl of Lancafter, on pretence of his affent to this confpiracy, was foon' 

after thrown into prifon : Many others of the prelates and nobility were profe

cuted: Mortitner employed this engine to crufh all his enemies, and enrich him
felf and his family by the forfeitures. The eftate of the earl of Kent was feized' 

for his younger fon, Geoffrey : The immenfe fortunes of the Spenfers and their 

adherents were moftly converted to his own ufe : He affeCted a ftate and dignity 

* Knyghton, P· 2554-· t Aveibilry, p. 8. A11on. Hi!l:. p. 395• 

:i.Jt. Ypod. Neu tl. p. 510.' Knyghton, p. zssS· 
;f: Heming. p. 
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equal or fuperior to the royal : His power became formidable to every one : His Chap. XV .. 
illegal pratl:ices were daily complained of: And all parties, forgetting formet· 1330

· 
animofities, confpired in their hatred againft Mortimer. 

IT was impoffible, that thefe abufes could long efcape the obfervation of a 
prince, endowed with fo much fpirit and judgment as young Edward, who being 
now in his eighteenth year, and feeling himfelf capable of government, repined 
at being held in fetters by this infolent min~fter. But fo much was he furtounded 
with the emiifaries of Mortimer, that it behaved him to conduct the project for ft~b
verting him, , :eh the fame fecrecy and precaution, as if he had been forming a con
fpiracy agai n his fovereign. He communicated his intentions to the lord Mountacute, 

ho engaged the lords Molins and Clifford, fir John Nevil of Hornby, fir Edward 
Bohun Ufford, and others, to enter into their views; and the caftle ofN ottingham 
was chofen for the fcene of the enterprize. The Q8een-dowager and Mortimer 
lodged in that fortrefs: The King alfo was admitted, tho' with a few only of his 
attendants: And as the caftle was fb itl:ly guarded, the gates locked every even
ing, and the keys carried to the ~een, it became neceifary to communicate the 
defign to fir William Eland, the governor, who entered zealoufiy into it. By his 
diretl:ion the King's affociates were admitted thro' a fubcerraneous paffage, which 
had been formerly contrived for a fecret outlet to the catlle, but was now buried 
.in rubbifh ; and Mortimer, without having it in his power to make refiftance, 
was fuddenly feized in an apartment adjoining to the ~een's *. A parliament 
was immediately called for his trial. He was accufed before that affembly of hav
ing ufuq::ed regal power from the council of regency, appointed by parliament ; 
of having procured the death of the late King; of having deceived the earl of 
Kent into a confpiracy to reftore that prince ; of having folicited and obtained ex
orbitant grants of the royal demefnes ; of having diffipated the public treafure; 
of fecreting for his own ufe 20~ooo marks of the money paid by the King of 
Scotland; and of other crimes and mifdemeanours t. The parliament condemned 
him, from the fuppofed notoriety of the fatl:s, without trial, or heanng his anfwer, MExec~tion ot 

. d "bb h . ortimer. or examming a witnefs ; and he was hange on a g1 et at t e Elmes, tn the 29th Novcm. 
neighbourhood of London. It is remarkable, that this fentence was near twenty 
years after reverfed by parliament, in favour of Mortimer's fon; and the rea-
fan affigned was the illegal form of the proceedings :f:. The principles of law 
and juftice were eftablifhed in England, not in fuch a degree as to prevent any ini-
.quitous fentence againft a perfon obnoxious to the ruling party; but fufficient, on 

Avefbury, P· 9· t Brady's A pp. N°. 83. Anon. Hift. P· 397, 398. Knyghton, P· 25 s6. 
Cotton's A brid_g. p. 8 5, 86. 
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~hap. XV. the return of his credit, or that of his friends, to fetve as a reafon or pretence 

for its reverfal. 

JusTICE was alfo executed by a fentence of the hmfe of peers, on fame of the 

inferior criminals, particularly on Simon de Berefon : But the barons, in that 

cafe, entered a proteft, that, tho' they had tried Bereord, who was none of their 

peers, they fuould not for the future be obliged to 1eceive any fuch accufation. 

The ~een was confined to her own houfe at Riflngs 1ear London : Her revenue 

was reduced to 4000 pounds a year * : And tho' the King, during the remainder 

of her life, paid her a decent vifit once or twice a yea-, ihe never was able to re

inflate herfelf in any credit or authority. 

EDWARD, having now taken the reins of governnent into his own hands, ap

plied himfelf, with indufiry and judgment, to redref all thofe grievances, which 

had either proceeded from want of authority in t'le crown, or from the late 

abufes of it. He i!fued writs to the judges, enjoinins them to adn1inif1er juftice, 

without paying any regard to arbitrary orders frorr the minifters : And as the 

robbers, thieves, n1urderers, and criminals of all knds, had, during the courfe 

of public convulfions, multiplied to an enormous d!gree, and were openly pro

tected by the great barons, who made ufe of them againft their enemies, the King, 

after exaCting from the peers a folemn promife in parliament, that they would 

break off all connexion with fuch malefactors t, fet himfelf in earneft to remedy 

the evil. Many of thefe gangs had become fo numerous, as to require his own 

prefence to diffipate them ; and he exerted both counge and induflry in executing 

this falutary office. The minifters of juftice, frorr his example, employed the 

tltmoft diligence in difcovering, purfui~g, and punifhing the criminals; and this 

diforder was by degrees corrected, or ·at ]eft pallia red ; the ut m oft that could be 

expected with regard to a difeafe, inherent in the co1ftitution. 

IN proportion as the government acquired atlthorty at home, it became formid

able to the neighbouring nations; and the ambitiou~ fpirit of Edward fought, and 

foon found, an opportunity of exerting itfelf. fhe wife and valiant Robert 

~~~r. of Scot- Bruce, who had recovered by arms the independancy of his country, and had fix.ed 

it by the laft treaty of peace with England, foon afta- died, and left David his fon, 

a minor, under the guardianfhip of Randolf, earl ,>f Murray, the companion of 

all his viCtories. It had been ftipulated in this treLty, that both the Scottifh no

bility, who, before the commencement of the wa·s, enjoyed lands in England, 

and the Englifh who inherited eftates in Scotland, fhould be reftored to their fe~ 

! Cotton's Abrldg. p. 1 o t Cottm's Abridg. 
veral 
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veral poff'effions * : But tho' t'his article had been executed pretty regularly on 
the part of Edward, R ,>bert, who faw the eftates claimed by Englifhmen much 
more numerous and valtable than the other, either efteemed it dangerous to ad-

. mit fo many fecret enenies into the kingdom, or found it difficult to wreft from 

his own followers the pdfeffions beftowed on them as the reward of their fatigues 

and dangers : And he l-ad protracted the performance of his part of the ftipula
tion. The Englifh nobes, difappointed in their expectations, began to think of 
a remedy; and as their nfluence was great in the north, their enmity alone, even 

tho' unfupported by the [(ing of England, became dangerous to the minor prince, 
who fucceeded to the Sc)ttiih throne. 

EowARD BALioL, the fon of that John, who was crowned King of Scot
land, had been detaired fome time a prifoner in England after his father 
was releafed; but havirg alfo obtained his liberty, he went over to France, and 
lived in Normandy, 01 his patrimonial eftate in that country, without any 
thoughts of reviving de claims of his family upon the crown of Scotland. 

His pretenfions, however plaufible, had been fo fl:renuouily abjured by the Scots, 
and rejectd by the Erglifh, that he was entirely regarded as a private perfon ; 
and he had been throwA into prifon on account of fame private offence againfl: 

the laws, of which he was accufed. The lord Beaumont, a great Englifh 
baron, who in the right~f his wife claimed the earldom of Buchan in Scotland t, 
found him in this fituati>n ; and deeming him a proper infl:rument for his pur
pofe, made fuch intereft with the King of France, who was not aware of the con
fequences, that he recovered him his liberty, and brought him over with him into 
England. 

THE injured nobles, poffeifed of fuch a head, began now to think of vindi-· 
eating their rights by fo1ce of arms ; and they applied to Edward for his concur

rence and affiftance. Eut there were feveral reafons, which deterred the King 

from openly avowing th:ir enterprize. In his treaty with Scotland, he had en
tered into a bond of 2o,ooo pounds, payable to the Pope, if within four years 
he violated the peace; a1d as the term was not yet elapfed, he dreaded the exact
ing of that penalty, by the fovereign pontiff, who poffeifed fo many means of 
forcing him to make paynent. He was alto afraid, that violence and injuftice would 
every where be imputed to him, if he attacked with fuch fuperior force a minor 

King, and a brother-in-,aw, whofe independant title had fo lately been acknow-

. ledged by a folemn tre(ty. ·And as the regent of Scotland, on every demand 

which had been made, cf re!Htution to the Englilh barons, had always confdfed 

• Rymer, v•l. 4· p. 38+. t Rymer, Yol. 4· p. z; 1. 
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the juftice of their claim, and had only given an evafive anfwer, grounded on 

plaufible pretences, Ed ward refol ved not to proceed to open violence, but to em

ploy like artifices againft him. He fecretly encouraged Baliol in his enterprize ;-. 

connived at his aifembling forces in the north; and gave countenance to the no .. 

bles, who were difpofed to join in the attempt. A force of near 2500 men was. 

inlifted under Baliol, by U mfreville earl of Angus, the lords Beaumont,_ Ferrars, 

Fitz-wario, Wake, Stafford, Talbot, and Moubray. And as thefe adventurers 

apprehended that the frontiers would be ftrongly armed and guarded, they re

fblved to make their attack by fea ; and having embarked at Ravenfpur, they 

reached in a few days the coaft of Fife. 

ScoTLAND was at prefent in a very different fituation from that in which it

had appeared under the victorious Robert. Befides the lofs of that great· monarch, 

whofe genius and authority preferved entire the whole political fabric, and main

tained an union among the unruly barons, lord Douglas,. impatient of reft, had 

gone over to Spain in a croifade againil: the Moors, and had there perilhed in 

battle* : The earl of Murray, who had been long declining in age and infirmi

ties, had lately died, and had been fucceeded in the regency by Donald earl of 

Marre, a man of much inferior talents : The military fpirit ef the Scots, tho' ftill 

unbroken, was left without a proper guidance and direction : And a minor King 

feemed ill qualified to defend an inheritance, which it had required all the con

fummate valour and abilities of his fathe·r to acquire and maintain. But as the 

Scots were apprized of the intended invafion, great numbers,. on the appearance 

of the Englifh fleet, immediately ran to the 1hore, in order to prevent the land

ing of the enemy. Balir)} had valour and activity) and he· repulfed the Scots 

with a confir1erable lof~ f. He marched weftward into the heart of the country;. 

flattering himfelf that the antif'nt partizans of his family would declare for him. 

But the fierce animofity, which had been kindled between the two nations, in· 

fpiring the Scots with a firong prejudice againft a prince who was fupported by 

the Engli!h, he was regarded as a common enemy ; and the regent found no 

difficulty in a!fembli ng a great army to oppofe him. It is pretended, that Marre 

had no lefs than 40,_ooo men under his ftandard ; but· the fame hurry and impa~ 

tience, that made hir 1 collect a force, which from its greatnefs was fo difpro

portioned to the occ,tfion, rendered all his motions unfkilful and imprudent. The 

river Erne ran bet\veen the two armies; and the Scots, confiding in that fecu

rity, as well as in their great fuperiority of number~, kept no order in their en· 

uth Auguft •. campment. Baliol paired the river in the night time ; attacked the unguarded 

·- Froi!fatt1 liv. I . chap. z 1. t Heming. p. 272. Walling. p. I 31. Knyghton, p. 2560. 
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and undifcip1ined Scots; threw them into confufion, which was encreafed by Chap XV. 
the darknefs and by their very numbers to which they tru!l:ed; and he beat IJ3 2 • 

them off the field with great fiaughter *. But in the morning,. the Scots were 
at fome diftance, they were afhamed of having yielded the viCtory to fo weak a foe, 
and they hurried back to recover the honour of the day. Their eager pafii®ns 
carried them precipitately. to battle, without regard to fame broken ground, which 
lay between them and the enemy., and which difordered and confounded their 
ranks. Baliol feized the favourable opportunity, advanced his troops upon 
them, prevented them from rallying, and chaced them anew off the field 
with redoubled fiaughter.. There fell above 12,ooo Scots in this action ; and 
among thefe the flower of their nobility ; the regent himfelf, the earl of Carric, 
a natural fon of their late King, the earls of Athole and Monteith, the lord Hay 
of Errol, confl:able, and the lords Keith and Lindfey. The lofs of the Englifu 
fcarce exceeded thirty men ; a fl:rong proof, among many others, of the mifer
able ftate of military di fcipline in thofe ages t. 

BALioL foon after made h1mfelf mafter of Perth ; but frill was not able to 
bring over any of the Scots to his party. Patric Dunbar, earl of Marche, and 
Sir Archibald Douglas, brother to the lord of that name, appeared at the head 
of the Scottifh . armies~ which amounted frill to near 40,000 men ; and they 
propofed to reduce Baliol and the Engli{h by famine. They invefted P erth by 
land ;. they colleCted fome veffels with which they blockaded it by water: ·But 
Baliol's lhips attacking the Scottilh fleet, gained a compleat viCtory over them ;· 
and opened the communication to Perth by .fea :1: It then behaved the Scottifh . 
armies to difperfe themfelves for want of pay and fubfiftance : The nation was 
in effeB: fubdued by a handful of men: Each nobleman, who found himfelf moft· 
expoied to danger, fucceffively fubmitted to Baliol : That prince was crown-

2 
th Se h'o 

ed King at Scone: David, his competitor, was fent · over to France with his 7 
P 

betrothed wife, J ane, fifter to Edward : And the heads of his party fued to Ha
liol for a truce, which he granted them, in order to affemble a parliament 1n . 
tranquillity, and have his title recognized by the whole Scottiih nation. 

BuT Baliol's imprudence or his neceffities making him difmifs the greateft part 
of his Englilh followers, he was, notwithftanding the truce, attacked of a fudden 
near Annan by ir Archibald Douglas, and other chieftains of that party ; he was 
routed ;.his brother John Baliol was .. ilain ;.he himfelf was chaced intoEngland in ami-

• Knyghton, p. zs61. t Heming p. Z73 · Wal.fingham, p. 131. Kn ·ghton, p. 2561. 
· t Heming_. p. 273. Knyghton; p. z561. 
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ferabie condition ; and tLus loft his kingdom by a revo1ution as quick as that 

by which he hqd acquired it. 

WHILE Baliol enjoyed his fhort-liv'd and precarious royalty, he had been 

fenfible, that without the proteB:ion of England, it would be impoffible for him 

to maintain polfeffion of the throne ; and he had fecretly fent a me!fage to Ed

ward, offering to acknowlege his fuperiority, to renew the homage for his crown, 

and to efpoufe the princefs J ane, if the Pope's confent could be obtained, for 

diffolving her former marriage, which was not yet confummated. Edwarc1, am

bitious of recovering that important facrifice, made by Mortimer during his mi

nority, threw off all fcruples, and willingly accepted the offer; but as the de· 

thronement of Baliol had rendered this conceffion of no effeCt:, the King prepar

ed to re- inftate him in poffeffion of the crown ; an enterprize, which appeared 

from late experience fo eafy and fo little hazardous. As he poffeffed many po

pular arts, he confulted his parliament on this occafion; but that affembly, find

ing the refolution already taken, declined giving any opinion, and only fupplied 

him, in order to fupp~rt the enterprize, with an aid of a fifteenth, fr01n the 

pcrfonal cfi:ates of the nobility and gentry, and a tenth of the moveables of bo

roughs. And they added a petition, that the King would thenceforth Jive of his 

own, without grieving his fubjeB:s by illegal taxes, or by the outrageous feizure 

of their goods in the fhape of p,Y.tveyance *. 
As the Scots expetl:ed, that the chief brunt of the war would fall upon Ber

wic, Douglas, the regent, threw a ftrong garrifon into that place under the com

mand of Sir William Keith, and he himfelf aifembled a great army on the fron

tiers, ready to penetrate into England, fo foon as Edward fhould have invefted 

that fortrefs. The Englilb army was lefs numerous ; but better fupplied with 

arms and provifion~, and retained in ftriB:er difcipline ; and the King, notwith

ftanding the valiant defence of Keith, had in two months time reduced the gar

rifon to extremity, and had obliged them to capitulate. They engaged to fur

render the place, if they were not relieved within a few days by their country

men t. This intelligence being conveyed to the Scottiih army, which was pre

paring to invade Northumberland, changed their whole plan of operations, and en

gaged them to advance towards Berwic, and attempt the relief of that important 

place. Douglas, who had ever propofed to decline a pitched battle, in which he 

was fenfible of the enemy's fuperiority, and who intended to have drawn out the 

war by fmall fkirmifhes, and by mutually ravaging each others country, was forced, 

by the impatience of his troops, to put the whole fate of the kingdom upon the 

• Cotton's Abridgm. t Rymer, vol. 4· p. 564-, 565, 566. 
• ' event 
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event of one day. He attacked the Englifh at Halidovvn-hill, a little north of Chap. XV. 
Berwic; and tho' the Scottifu Gens d)armes difmounted from their horfes, in or- h•3

1
3
1
3· 

. • . Igt u Y· 
der to render the acbon more fteddy and defperate, they were received w1th fuch 
valour by Edward, and were fo galled by the Engli!h archers, that they were 
foon thrown into diforder, and on the fall of Douglas, their general, were put 
to abfolute rout. The whole army fled in confufion, and the Englith, but much 
more the Irilh, gave little quarter in the purfuit : All the nobles of chief dif-
tinCl:ion were either fiain or taken prifoners: Near thirty thoufand of the Scots 
fell in the aCtion : While the lofs of the Englifh amounted only to one knight, 
one efquire, and thirteen private foldiers : An inequality almo!l: incredible*· 

AFTER this fatal blow, the Scotti!h nobles had no other refource but inftant 
fubmiffion; and Edward, leaving a confiderable body with Baliol to compleat 
the conqueft of the kingdom, returned with the remainder of his army into Eng
land. Baliol was acknowledged King by a parliament affembled at Edinburgh t; 
the fuperiority of England was again recognized ; many of the Scottiih nobility 
fwore fealty to him ; and to compleat the misfortunes of that nation, Baliol ced
ed to Edward Berwic, Dunbar, Roxborough, Edinburgh, and all the fouth·eaft 
counties of Scotland, which were declared to be for ever annexed to the Englifh 
monarchy :J:. 

IF BalioJ, on his firft appearance, was dreaded by the Scots, as an inftrument 
employed by England for the fubjection of the kingdom, this deed confirmed all 
their fufpicions, and rendered him the object of univerfal hatred. Whatever fub
miffions they might be obliged to make, they confidered him, not as their prince, 
but as the delegate and confederate of their determined enemy; and neither the 
manners of the age, nor the ftate of Edward's revenue permitting him to main
tain a conftant ftanding army in Scotland, the Engli!h forces were no fooner 
withdrawn, than the Scots revolted agamft Baliol, and returned to their former 
allegiance under Bruce. Sir Andrew Murray, appointed regent by the party of 
this latter prince, employed with fuccefs his valour and aCtivity in m.1ny fmall 
but decHive aftions againft Baliol ; and in a ihort time had almoft wholly ex
pelled him the kingdom. Edward was obliged again to alfemble an army and 
to march into Scotland : The Scots, taught by experience, withdrew into their 
hills and faftneifes: He deftroyed the houfes, and ravaged the eftates of thofe whom 
he called rebels : But this confirmed them frill farther in their obftinate anti-

• Hell)ing. p. 275, 276, 277. Knyghton, p. 2559• Otterborne, p. 115. t Rymer, 
vol. 4· p. 590. :t: Rymer, vol. 4· p. 614. 
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pathy to England and to Baliol; and being now rende-red defperate, they were ready 

to take advantage, on the firft opportunity, of the retreat of their enemy, and 

·they foon re-conquered their country from the Englifh. Edward made anew his ap

pearance in Scotland with like fuccefs : I-Ie found every thing hoftile in the king

dom, except the fpot on which he was encamped: And tho' he marched un

controuled over all the low countries, the nation itfelf was farther than ever from 

being broken and fubdued. Befides being fupported by their pride and anger, 

paffions difficult to tame, they were encouraged, amidft all their calamities, by 

da~ ly promifes of relief from France; and as a war was now likely to break out 

between that kingdon1 and England, they had reafon to expect fron1 this incident 

a great divcrfion of that force, which had fo long oppre1fed and overwhelmed 

them. 

\V E now come to a tranfaB:ion, on which depended the m oft memorable events, 

not only of this long and aCtive reign, but of the whole Englifh and French hifto

ry, during more than a century; and it will therefore be neceffary to give a par

ticular account of the fprings and caufes of it. It had long been a prevailing 

opinion, that the crown of France could never defcend to fema 1es; and as na

tions, in accounting for principles, which they regard a'S fundamental and as pe

culiar to themfelves, are fond of grour.ding them rather on primary Jaws, than 

on blind cuftom, it had been ufual to derive this maxim from a claufe in the Sa

lian Code, the law of an antient tribe among the Franks; tho' that claufe, when 

firiB:ly examined, carries on I y the appearance of favouring this principle, and 

does not really, by the confeffion of the beft critics, bear the fenfe commonly 

impofed upon it. But tho' pofitive law feems wanting among the French for 

the exclufion of females, the praClice had prevailed; and the rule was ellabli!hed 

beyond controverfy on fome antient as well as fome modern precedents. During 

the firft race of the monarchy, the Franks were fo rude and barbarous a people, 

that they were incapable of fubmitting to a female reign; and in that period of 

hift:ory, there were frequent inftances of kings advanced to royalty in prejudice 

of females, who were related to the crown by nearer degrees of confanguiniry. 

Thefe precedents, joined to like caufes, had alfo eftabJifhed the male fucceffion 

in the fecond race ; and tho' the inftances were neither f frequent nor fo certain 

.during that period, the principle of excluding the female line feems ft 11 to 

have prevailed, and to have dire 'led the conduct · of the nation. During the 

third race, the crown had defcended from father to fon for eleven generations, 

from Hugh Capet to Lewis Hutin; and thus, in fact, during the courfe of nine 

hundred years, the French monarchy had always been governed by males, and 
no 
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tl.O female and n6ne defcended of females had ever mounted the throne. Philip Chap. XV. 

the Fair, father of Lewis Rutin, left three fons, this Lewis, Philip the Long, 
1 
337· 

and Charles the Fair, and one daughter, !fabella, queen of England. Lewis Rutin, 

-the eldeft, left at his death one daughter, by Margaret fifter to Eudes, duke of 
Burgundy; and as his queen was then pregnant, Philip his younger brother, 

was appointed regent, till it fhould appear whether £he was delivered of a fon 
or daughter. Her iifue proved male, but lived only a few days : Philip was pro-
claimed King : And as the duke of Burgundy made fome oppofition, and afferted 
the right of his niece, the ftates of the kingdom, by a folemn and deliberate de-
cree, gave her the exclufion, and declared all females for ever incapable of fuc-

ceeding to the crown of France. Philip died after a fhort reign, leaving three 
daughters; and his brother, Charles, without difpute or controverfy, then fuc-

ceeded to the crown. The reign of Charles was alfo ihort : He left one daugh-
ter ; but as his queen was pregnant, the next male heir was appointed regent, 
with a declared right of fucceffion, if the iifue fhould prove female. This prince 

~ was Philip de Valois, coufin german to the deceafed King ; being the fon of 
Charles de Valois, brother of Philip the Fair. The queen of France was deliver

ed of a daughter: The regency ended ; and Philip de '' alois was unanimoufiy 
placed on the throne of France. 

THE King of England, who was at that time a youth of fifteen years of age, 
embraced a notion, that he was intitled, in right of his mother, to the fucceffion 
of the kingdom, and that the claim of the nephew was preferable to that of the 
coufin german. There could not well be conceived a notion weaker or worfe 
grounded. The principle of excluding females was of old an eftablifhed opinion 
in France, and had acquired equal authority with the moft exprefs ancJ poGtive 
law : It was fupported by antient precedents : It was confirmed by recent inftan
ces, folemnly and deliberately decided : And what placed it frill farther beyond 
controverfy; if Edward was difpofed to queftion its validity, he thereby cut off 

bis own pretenfions ; fince the three laft Kings had all left daughters, who were 
ilill alive, and who ftood before him in the order of fuccefiion. He \Vas there-
fore reduced to affert, that, tho' his mother, !fabella, was, on account of her 
fex, incapable of fucceffion, he himfelf, who inherited thro' her, was ]iable to no 
fuch objeCtion, and might claim by the right of propinquity. But, befides that thi ~ 
pretenfion was more favourable to Charles, King of N avarre, defcended from the 
daughter of Lewis Hutin, it was fo contrary to the eftablifhed principles o( fuccef
fion in every country of Europe*, was fo repugnant to the praB:ice both in private 

and public inheritances, that no body in France thought ofEdward's right; P,1i 

VoL. n. 
• Froi1fart, lib. 1. chap. 4· 
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Ch:tp. XV. lip's title was univerfally recognized and acknowledged*: And he ne~er imagined) 
1337· that he had a competitor ; n uch lefs, fo formidable a one as the King of England. 

BuT tho' the youthfu and ambitious n1ind of Edward had railily entertained 
this notion, he did not think proper to infift on his pretenfions, which muft have 
immediately in-volved him, on very unequal terms, in a dangerous· and impla
cable war with fo powerful. a monarch. Philip was a prince of mature years, of 
great experience, and at that time of an eftablifhed charatl:er both for prudence 
and valour; and by thefe circumftances, as well as by the union of his people, 
and their acquiefcence in his undoubted right, he poifeffed every advantage over 
a r:1w youth, newly raifed, by injuftice and violence, to the government of the 
moft intractable and moft turbulent fubjects in Europe. But there immediately 
occurred an incident, which required, that Edward fhould either openly declare 
his pretenfions, or for ever renounce and abjure them. He was fummoned to 
do homage for Guienne: Philip was preparing to compel him by force of arms: 
That country was in a very bad ftate of defence : And the forfeiture of fo rich 
an inheritance was, by the feudal law, the immediate confequence of his refufing. 
or declining to perform the duty of a vaffal. Edward therefore thought it pru
dent to fubmit to prefent neceffity : He went over to Amiens : Did homage to 
Philip: And as there had arifen fome controverfy concerning the terms of this ·. 

• fubmiffion, he afterwards fent over a formal deed, in which he acknowledged that 
he owed liege homage to the crown of France t; which was in effect ratifying,. 
and that in the ftrongeft terms, Philip's title to the crown of that kingdom. 
His own claim indeed was fo unreafonable, and fo thoroughly difavowed by the· 
whole French nation, that to infift on it was no better than to pretend to the en· 

tire conqueft of the kingdom ; and it is probable that he would never have far
ther thought of it, had it not been for fozne incidents, which excited an animu-

fity between the two monarchs. 
RoBE R T o' AR TOIS was defcended of the royal blood of France, was a tnan 

of great charatl:er and authority, had efpoufed Phi lip's fifter, and by his birth, 
talents, and credit was entitled to make the higheft figure, and to fill the moft 
important offices, in the monarchy. This prince had loft the county of Artois, 
which he claimed as his birthright, by a fentence, common1y deemed iniquitous, 
of Philip the Fair ; and he was feduced to attempt the recovering poffeffion by 
an aB:ion, fo unworthy of his rank and character as a forgery :J:. The detetl:ion 
of this crime covered him with fhame and confufion: His brother in law not 

• Froifi'art, lib. 1.chap.22. t Rymer, vol.4·P·477' 481. Froiffart, liv.r.chap 25. 
Anon. Hiil. p. 394• Walfingham, p. 1jo. Murimuth, p. 73• X Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. z9. 
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only abandoned him, but profecuted him with violence : Robert, incapable of Ch xv ap. • 
bearing difgrace, left the kingdom, and hid himfelf in the Low Countries : Being 13 37 • 

chaced from that retreat, by the authority and menaces of Philip, he came over 
to England, was favourably received by Edward *, and was foon admitted into 

the councils and iliared the confidence of that monarch. Abandoning himfe]f to 
all the movements of rage and defpair, he endeavoured to revive the prepoffef-
fions entertained by Edward in favour of his title to the crown of France, and 

even flattered him, that it was not impoffible for a prince of his valour and abili-
ties, to render his claim effectual. The King was the more difpofed to hearken 
to fuggeftions of this nature, becaufe he had, in f~veral particulars, complaints 

againfl: Philip's conduCt with regard to Guienne, and becaufe that prince had both 
given protection to the exiled David Bruce, and fupported, or at leaft encouraged 

the Scots in their ftruggles for independancy. Thus refentment gradually filled 
the breafts of the two monarchs, and made them incapable of hearkening to any 
terms of accommodation, propofed by the Pope, who never ceafed interpofing 
his good offices between them. Philip thought, that he would be wanting to the 
firft principles of policy, if he abandoned Scotland: Edward pretended, that he 
muft relinquifh all pretenfions to generofity, if he withdrew his protection from 
Robert d' Artois. The former, informed of fome preparations for hofiiJities, 
which had been made by his rival, iifued a fentence of felony and forfeiture againft 
Robert d' Artois, and declared, that every vaffal of the crown, whether within or 

without the kingdom, who gave countenance to that traitor was involved in the 

fame fentence; a n1enace eafy to be underftood : The latter, refolute not to yield, 
endeavoured to form alliances in the Low Countries and on the frontiers of Ger-
many, the only places from which he either could make an effectual attack upon 

France, or produce fuch a diverfion as might fave the province of Guienne, which 
lay fo much expofed to the power of Philip. 

THE King began with opening his intentions to the count of Hainault, his fa- Prep:tr::tino~ 

ther in law ; and having engaged him in his interefis, he employed the good offi. f?r war wit. 

ces and councils of that prince in drawing into his alliance the other fovereigns of hance. 

that neighbourhood. The duke of Brabant was induced, by his mediation, and 
by large remittances of n1oney from England, to promife his concurrence j- : 
The archbifhop of Cologn) the duke of Guelders, the rnarquis of Juliers, the 
count of N amur, the lords of Fauquemont and Baquen, were engaged by like 
motives to embrace the Englifh alliance :f:. Thefe fovereigns could fupply, ei-

her from their own ftates or from the bordering countries, great numbers of v.·ar-

* Rymer, vol. 4· p. 747· Froiifart, liv. I. chap. 2i• 
. Froi!fart, liv. 4· chap. 29, 33, 36. 
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l'kc troop ; and nought was wanting to make the force on that quarter very fo~; . 

mid able but the acceffion of Flanders; which Edward procured by tneans feme

what extraordinary and unufual. 

As the Flemings were the firft people in the northern parts of Europe, wLo 

cultiv·atcd arts and manufaCtures, the lower ranks of men in that province htd 

rifen to a degree of Biches u'nknown elfewhere to thofe of their ftation in that barhl

rous age, had acquired privileges and independance, and began to emerge from dat 

ftate of vaffalage, or rather of Oavery, into which the con1mon people had been tui

verfally thrown by the feudal infiitutions. It was probably difficult for them to 

bring their fovereign and their nobility to conform themfelves to the principles of 

law and civil government-, fo much negleCted in every other country : It was im

poffible for them to confine themfelves within the proper bounds in their oppo

fition and refentment : They had rifen in tumults : Had infulted the nobles : Had 

chaced their earl into France : And delivering themfelves over to the guidance of 

a feJitious leader, had praB:iced all thofe infolences and diforders, which the 

thoughtlefs and enraged populace are fo much inclined to commit, wherever t\ey 

are fo unfortunate as to be their own mafters *. 

THEIR prefent leader was J ames- d' Arteville, a brewer in Ghent, who govern;; 

ed thetn with a more abfolute fway than ever had been affumed by any of theh· 

]awful fovereigns: He placed and difplaced the magiftrates at his pleafue :· 

He was accompanied with a guard, who on the leaft fignal fron1 him, inftantly 

affaffinated any tnan who happened to fall under his difpleafure : All the 

cities of Flanders were full of his fpies; and· it was immediate death to ?;ive· 

him the fmalleft umbrage: The few nobles, who remained in the country, J[ved 

in continual terror of his violence : He feized the eftates of all thofe whom he 

had either baniilied or murdered ; and beftowing a part on their wives and ~:hil

drcn, converted the remainder to his own ufe t. Such were the firft efleCl:s, 

which Europe faw, of popular violence ; after having groaned, during fo many 

centuries, under monarchical and ariftocratical tyranny. 

J AMEs n' AR TEVILLE was the man, to whom Edward applied himfelf for h·ing.; 

-:ng over the Flemings to his intereft ; and that prince, the moft haughty and 

1noft afpiring of his age, never courted any ally with fo much affiduity and fo 

many fubmiffions, as he employed towards this feditious and criminal medanic. 

D' Arteville, proud of thefe advances from the King of England, and fenfible; 

hat the Flemings were naturally inclined to maintain connexions with the En

glifh, who furnifhed them the materials of their woollen manufactures, the chief 

* Froiifart, liv. l. chap. 30, Meyerns. t Froiifart, liv. I. chap. 3g. 
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~urce of their opulence, readily embraced the interdh of Edward, and invited him 

CDver into the Low Countries. Edward, before he entered on this great enterprize, 

affetted to confult his parliament, afk.ed their advice, and obtained their confent *. 

And the more to ftrengthen his hands, he obtained from them a grant of zo,ooo 

facks of wool ; which might amount to above a hundred thou[ nd pounds: This 

wool was a good infl:rument to employ with the Flemings; and the price of it 

with his German allies . He comp1eated the other neceifary fums by loans, by 

pawning the crown jewels, by confifcating or rather robbing at once all the Lam

bards, who now exercifed the invidious trade, formerly monopolized by the 

Jews, of lending on interefi: t ; and being attended with a body of Englifh for

ces, and with feveral of his nobility, he failed over into Flanders. 

THE German princes, in order to juftify their unprovoked hoftilities againft' 

France, had required the fanction of fome legal authority; and Edward, that he 

might give them fatisfaCl:ion on this head, had applied to Lewis of Bavaria, then 

emperor, and had been created by him vicar of the empire; an empty title, but 

which feemed to give him a right of commanding the fervice of the princes of Ger.:. 

many :f:. The Flemings, who were vaifals of France, pretending like fcruples 

with regard to the invafion of their liege lord; Edward, by the advice of d' Ar

teville, affumed, in his commiffions, the title of King of France, and, by virtue 

of this right, challenged. their affiftance for dethroning Philip de Valois, the 

ufurper of his kingdom §. This ftep, which, he feared, would deftroy all fu

ture amity between the kingdoms, and beget endlefs and implacable jealoufies in 

France, was not taken by him without much reluctance and hefitation : And as 

it was not in itfelf very juftifiable, it was in the iffue attended with many mife

ries to both nations. From this period we may date the commencement of that 

great animofity, which the Englifh have ever fince borne to the French, which 

has fo vifible an influence on all future tranfactions, and which has been, and 

continues to be the fpring of many rafh and precipitate refolutions among them. 

In all the preceding reigns fince the conqueft, the hofl:ilities between the two 

crowns had been only cafual and temporary ; and never being atte_nded 

with any bloody or dangerous events, the traces of them were eafily obli

terated by the firft treaty of pacification. The Englifh nobility and gentry va ... 

]ued themfelves on their French or Norman extrattion: They affected to employ 

the language of that country in all public tranfattions, and even in familiar con

verfation: And as both the Englifh court and camp were always full of nobility, 

~ ho came from fame province or other of France, the two people were during . 

• Cotton's Abridg. t Dugd. Baron. vol. 2. p. 146. t Fioiifart, liv. 1. chap. 35. 

§ H~ng. p. 303. Walfingham, p. 143. fe.veraL 
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feveral centuries more intermingled together than any two diftinEt nations, whon1 

we meet with in hiftory. But the fatal pretenfions o'f Edward Ill. diffolved all 

thefe connexions, and left the feeds of great animofity in both countries, efpecial

Jy among the Eng1ifh. For it is remarkable, that this latter nation, tho' they 

were commonly the aggreffors, and by their fuccefs and fituation were enabled to 

commit the moft cruel injuries on the other, have always retained a !hanger 

t inB:ure of national antipathy ; nor is their hatred retaliated on the1n to an equal 

degree by the French. That country lies in the middle of Europe, has been 

fuccefiively engaged in hoftilities with all its neighbours, the popular prejudices 

have been diverted into many channels, and, among a people of fofter manners 

they never rofe to a great height againfr any particular nation. 

PHILIP made great preparations againft the attack of the Englifh1 and fuch as 

feemed more than fu fficient to fecure him from the danger. Befides the con

currence of all the nobility in his own populous and warlike kingdom, his foreign 

alliances were both more cordial and powerful than thofe which were formed by 

his an tagonift . The Pope, who, at this time, lived in Avignon, was dependant 

on France, and being difgufted at the connexions between Edward and Lewis of 

Bavaria, whom he had excommunicated, he embraced with zeal and fincerity the 

caufe of the French monarch. The King of Navarre, the duke of Britanny, the 

count de Bar were in the fame interefts; and on the fide of Germany, the King 

of Bohemia, the palatine, the dukes of Lorraine and Auftria, the bifhop of IJiege, 

the counts de Deuxpont, Vaudemont, and Geneva. The allies of Edward were in 

themfelves weaker ; and having no other objeCt:, but his money, which began to 
J 

be exhaufred, they were very ilow in their motions and very irrefolute in their 

n1eafures. The duke of Brabant, the moft powerful among them, feemed even 

inclined to withdraw himfelf wholly from the alliance; and the King was necef

fitated, both to give the Brabanters new privileges in trade, and to contract his 

fon Edward with the daughter of that prince, ere he could bring him to fulfill 

his engagements. The fummer was wafted in conferences and negotiations be

fore Edward could lead his armies into the field; and he was obliged, in order to 

allure his German allies into his meafures, to pretend that the firft attack fhould 

be made upon Cam bray, a ci ty of the empire which had been garrifoned by Phi

lip*. But finding by a nearer infpeCl:ion the difficu lty of the enterprize upon 

this place, he conduCl:ed them towards the frontiers of France; and he there found, 

by a fenfible proof, the vanity of his expeB:ations : The count de Namur, and 

even the count de Hainault, his brother-in-law (for the old count was dead) re~ 

~ FroHfart, liv. 1. chap. 39· Heming. p. 305. 
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· fufed to commence hoftilities againft their liege lord, and retired with all their Chap. x.v •. 

troops *. So little account did they make of Edward's pretenfions to the crown 1 339• 
of France! 

THE Kii?g however entered the enemy's country, and encamped on the fields War with · 
of Vironfo!fe near Capelle, with an army of near so,ooo men, compofed almoft France. 
entirely of foreigners; Philip came within figl1t of him with an army of near 
double his force, compofed chiefly of native fu~ject:s; and it was daily expected 
that a battle would have enfued. But the Englifh monarch was averfe to engage 
againft fo great an inequality : The French tho'.lght it fufficient if he eluded the 
attacks of his enemy, without running any unneceffary hazard. The two armies 
faced one another for fome days: Mutual defiances were fent : And Edward, at 
laft, retired backwards into Flanders, and difperfed his army t. 

SucH was the fn1itlefs and almoft ridiculous conclufion of all Edward's mighty 
preparations; and as his meafures were the moft prudent, that could be embraced 
in his fituation, he might learn from experience in what a hope'efs enterprize he · 
was engaged. His expences, tho' they had led to no end, had been confuming . 
and deil:ruct:ive : He had contracted near 30o,oco pounds of debt t; he had an
ticipated all his revenue; he had pawned every thing of value, which belonged 
either to himfelf or his queen;· he was obliged in fome meafure even to pawn 
himfelf to his creditors, by defiring their permi:Iion to go over to England, in 
order to procure fupply, and by promiflng on his word of honour to return in 
perfon, if he did not remit them their money. 

BuT he was a prince of too much fpirit to be difcouraged by the firft difficul
ties of an undertaking; and he was anxious to retrieve his honour by more fLlC· 
~efsful and· more gallant enterprizes. For this pL1rpofe, he had, during the courfe· 
of the campaign, fent orders to fummon a parliament by his fon Edward, whon1 
he had left with the title of guardian, and to demand of them fome fupply in his 
urgent neceffitics. The barons feemed inclined to grant his requeft ; but the 
knights, who often, at this time, aeted as a feparate body from the burgdfes, 
made fome fcruple of taxing their conftituents, without afking their confent; and 
they defired the guardian to fummon a new parl:ament, who might be properly 
en1powered for that purpofe. The fituation of the King and par iament was, for 
the time, nearly fimilar to that which they conflantly fdl into about the begtn
ning of the laft century; and fimilar confequences began vifibly to appear. The 
King, fenfible of the frequent demands· which he Viould be oblige l to make on his 
people, had been anxious to enfure to his friends a feat in the houfe of commons, 

Froiffart, liv. I. chap. 39· t Froiffart, 1iv. I , chap. 41, 4z, 43• Heming. p .. 307. 
Walfing. p. 143. t Cotton's Abridg. p. 17-. 
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and at his infrigation, the fheriffs and other placemen had made interefr to be elected 

into that affembly ; an abufe which the knights defired the King to correct by 

the tenor of his writ of fummons, and which was accordingly remedied. On 

the other hand, the knights profe.!fedly annexed conditions to their intended 

grant, and required a confiderable retrenchment of the royal prerogatives, particular

ly with regard to purveyance, and the levying the antient feudal aids for knighting 

the King's eldeft fon, and marrying his eldeft daughter. The new parliament, called 

by the Guardian, retained the fame free fpirit; and tho' they offered a large fupply 

of 30,ooo facks of wool, no bufinefs was concluded; becaufe the conditions, which 

they annexed appeared too high to be compenfated by a temporary conceffion. But 

when Edward himfelf came over to England, he fummoned another parliament, 

and he had the intereft to procure a fupply on more moderate terms. A confirmation 

of the two charters and of the privileges of boroughs, a pardon for old debts and 

trefpaffes, and a remedy for fome abufes in the execution of common Jaw, were 

the chief conditions infifted on ; and the King in return for his conceffions on 

thefe heads, obtained from the barons and knights an unufual grant for two years 

of the ninth fheaf, lamb, and fleece on their eftates, and from the burgeffes, a 

ninth of their moveab'es at their true value. The whole parliament alfo granted 

a duty of forty !billings on each fack of wool exported, on each rhree hundred 

wool-fells, and on each laft of leather for the fame term of years; but dreading 

the arbitrary fpirit of the crown, they exprefsly declared, that this grant was to 

continue no longer, and was not to be drawn into precedent. Being foon after 

fenfible, that this fnpply, tho' confiderable and very unufual in that age, would 

.come in fiowly, and would not anfwer the King's urgent neceffities, both from his 

pafl debts, and his preparations for war; they agreed, that 2o,ooo facks of wool 

fhould immediately be granted him, and their value be deducted from the ninths, 

which were afterwards to be levied. 

BuT there appeared, at this time, another jealoufy in the parliament, which 

was very reafonable, and was founded on a fentiment that ought to have engaged 

them rather to check than fupport the King in all thofe ambitious projects, fo 

little likely to prove fuccefsful, and fo dangerous to the nation, if they did. Ed

ward, who, before the commencement of the former campaign, had, in feveral 

commiffions, affumed the title of King of France, now more openly, in all P.Ub

·lic deeds, gave himfelf that appellation, and always quartered the arms of France 

with thofe of England in all his feals and enfigns. The parliament thought pro

-per to obviate the confequences of thi? meafure, and to declare, that they owed 

.him no obe_dience as King of France, and that the two kingdoms muft forever 
re.main 
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remain diflinct and independant *. They undoubtedly forefaw, that France, if Chap. XV. 
fubdued, would in the end pt ove the feat of government ; and they deemed 
this previous proteftation necelfary, in order to prevent their becoming a pro-
vince under that monarchy. A very frail fecurity, if the event had really taken 
place! 

As Philip was apprized, from the preparations, which were making both in I3·P· 
Engiand and the low countries, that he mu!l: expect another invafion from Ed· . 
ward, he fitted ou a great fleet of 400 vdfe1s, manned with 40,000 men ; and ~at~a~~~~~ry 
he ftationed tl em off Sluife, with a view of intercepting the King in his paifage. 3 

The Englifh navy was much inferior in number, confi!l.ing only of 240 fhips ; 
but whether it was by the fuperior abilities of Ed ward, or the greater dexterity 
of his feamen, they gained the wind of- the enemy, and had the fun in their 
backs; and wit.h thefe advantages began the action. The battle was fierce and 
bloody : The Englifi1 archers, whufe force and addrefs, were now much cele-
brated, galled the French on their approach: And when the 1hips gr.1pplrd to-
gether, and the conte!l: became more fteady and furiou~, the example of the 
King, and of fo many galllnt nobles, who accompanied him, animated to fuch 
a degree the feamen and foldiery, that they maintained every where a fuperi rity 
over the enemy. The French alfo had been guilty of fome imprudence i1 Ha-
tioning themfelves fo near the coa!l: of Flanders, and choofing that place f, r t 

fcene of aCtion. The Flemings, defcrying the battle, hurried out of their pc 1 t!, 

and brought a re-inforcement to the Engliil1; which, coming unexpeCtedly, a 
a greater effect than in proportion to its power and numbers. Two hundr cl and 
thirty French ihips were taken : Thirty thoufand Frenchmen were killed, with 
two of their admirals : The lofs of the Englifh was inconfiderable, compared to 
the greatnefs and importance of the viCtory t. None of Philip's courtiers, it is 
faiJ, dared to inform him of the event; till his fool or jefter gave him a hint, 
by which he difcovered the lofs that he had fufrained :f:. 

THE luftre of this great fuccefs added to t ~e Ying's ~uthority among his allies, 
who affembled their forces with expedition, and joined the Englifi1 army. Ed
y.rard marched to the frontiers of France at the head of r oo,ooo men, coniif'ring 
chiefly of foreigners, a more numerous army than, either before or fince, h.u1 
ever been commanded by any King of En2land §. At the fame trn1e, the Flem
ings, to the amount of so,ooo men, m:1rched out under the comm. nd of .. obert 
d' Artois, and laid fiege to St. Omer ; but this tu nultuous force, compofed en-

., 14 '.dward Tff. 
t \\~::lfing. p. J 48. 
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tire1y of tradefmen, unexperienced in war, was routed by a ~ally of the gar 4 

rifon, and notwithfl:anding the abilities of their leader, was thrown into fuch a 

panic, that they were inft antly difperfed, and never after appeared in the field. 

'fhe er: te: rprizes of Edward, tho' not attended with fo inglorious an ifTue, proved 

equall y vain and fr ui tlefs. The King of France had affe mbled an army more 

numerous than the E ngliih; was accompanied with all the chief nobility of his 

k ingdom ; was attended by many foreign princes, and even by three monarchs, 

the Kings of Bohemia, Scotland and N avarre * : Yet he fiilladhered to the pru

dent refolution of putting nothing to hazard, and after throwing {hong garrifons 

into all the frontier towns, he retired backwards, perfuaded, that the enemy, hav

ing waDed their force in fome tedious and unfuccefsful enterprize, would afford 

him an eafy viB:ory. 

TouRN AY was at that time one of the m oft confiderable cities of Flanders, 

containing above 6e,ooo inhabitants of all ages, who were affectionate to the 

French government; and as the fecret of Edward's defigns had not been ftrictly 

kept, Philip learned, that the Englilh, in order to gratify their Flemiih allies, 

had intended to open the campaign with the fiege of this place: He took care 

therefore to fupply it with a garrifon of I 4,ooo men, commanded by the braveft 

nobility of France ; and he reafonably expected, that thefe forces, joined to the 

inhabitants, would be able to defend the city againft all the effort·~ of the enemx. 

Accordingly, Edward, when he commenced the fiege, about the end of July, . 

found every where an obftinate refiftance : The valour of the one fide was en .. 

countered with equal valour by the other: Every affault was repulfed and proved 

mfuccefsful : And the King was at laft obliged to turn the fiege into a blockade, 

in hopes, that the great numbers of the garrifon and inhabitants, which had 

enabled them to defend themfelves againft his attacks, wou!d but expofe them 

to be the more eafily reductd by famine t. The count d'Eu, the governor, as 

foon as he perceived that the Englifh had formed this plan of operations, enc ea

Youred to fpare his proviG.ons, by expelling all the ufelefs mouths; and the 

duke of Brabant, who wifhed no fllccefs to Edward's enterprize, gave every one· 

a free paffage thro' his quarters. · 

AFTER the fiege had continued ten weeks, the city was reduced to: diftrefs ;. 

and Phili ' recalling all his fcattered crarrifons, advanced at the head of a mighty 

army, within three leagues of the En~lifh camp, with an intention of ftill avoid- , 

ing any decifive action, but of feeking fome opportunity to throw relief into the 

place. Here, Edw~rd, irritated with the fmall progrefs which he had hitherto made, 

• Froiifart, liv .. 1. chap. 57· t Froimut, liv. 1. chap. 5'4· 
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:md with the difagreeable profpeCl: that lay before him, fent Phiiip a defiance by a 
herald; and challenged him to decide their claims for the crown of France, either by 
fingle combJt, or by an action of a hundreJ againfl a l undred, or by a general engage
n1ent. But Philip replied, th· t Eel ward having done homage to him for his dutcl~y.o£ 
Guienne, ar1d having folc:mnly acknowledged his f11periority, it by no means became 
him to fend a defiance to his liege lord and fovereign : That he was confident, 
notwithftanding all his preparations, and his conjunction with the rebellious 
F lemings, to IJe able foon to chace him from th frontiers of France : That as Ed· 
ward's hofiilities had pr~vented him from executing his purpofl d croifade againft 
the infidels, he trufied in the affifi:ance of the Almighty, who would re vard his 
pious intentions, and punifh the aggreffor, whofe ill grounded claims had rendered 
them ineffeB::ual: That Edward propofed a duel on very unequal terms, and 
offered to hazard' only his own perfon, againfi: both the kingdom of France, and 
the perfon of the King : But that i'f he would encreafe the flake, and put alfo 
the kingdom of England on the iffue of the duel, he would, notwithftanding that 
the terms would frill be unequal, very willingly accept of his challenge *. It 
was eafy to fee that thefe mutual bravad'oes were intended odly to dazle the popu
lace, and that the two kings were too wife to think of executing their pretended 
purpofe. 

WHILE the French and Englifh armies lay in this fituation, and a general ac· 
tion was every day expected, J ane countefs dowager of Hainault interpofed with 
her good offices, and endeavoured to conciliate peace between the contending mo
narchs, and to prevent any farther effu lion of blood. 1"'his princefs was mother 
in-law to Edward, and fifi:er to Philip; and tho' fhe had taken the vows in a con
vent, an.d had abandoned the world, 1he left her retreat on this occafion, and 
employed all her pious efforts to allay thofe animofities, which had taken place 
between perfons fo nearly related to her, and to each other. As Philip had noma
terial claims upon his antagonifi:, fhe found him to hear ken very willingly to the 
propofals ; and even the haughty and ambitious mind of Ed ward, convinced of 
his fruitlefs attempt, was not averfe to her negociation. ' He was fenfible from 
experience, that he had engaged in an enterprize which filr exceeded his force; 
and that the power of England was never likely to prevail over that of a fuperior 
kingdom, firmly united under an able and prudent monarch. He difcovered, that all · 
the allies, whom he could gain by negotiation, were at bottom averfe to his enter
prize; and tho' they might fecond it to a certain length, would immediately detach 
themfelve:, and oppofe its final accomplifhment, if ever they could be brought to 

• Du Tillct, Recucil de Traitez, &c. Heming. p. 32), 326. \Valfing. p. '49· 

A a 2 think~ 

Chap. XV. 
l}fOI 



Chap. XV. 
13+0· 

3d Septr. 

ISO H I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

think, that there was feriouOy any danger of it. He even faw, that their chie 

purpofe was to obtain money from him ; and as his fupplies from England came 

in very Oowly, and had much difappointed his expeCtations, he was convinced of 

their growing indifference in his caufe, and of their z·eal to embrace all plauflble 

terms of accommodation. Convinced at Jail, that an undertaking muft be im-

prudent, which could only be fupported by means fo unequal to the end, he con

cluried a truce, which left both parties in poffeffion of their prefent acquifitions, 

and ftopped all farther hofiilities on the fide of the low countries, Guienne and 

Scotland, till Midfummer next *. A negotiation was foon after opened at Arras, 

under the mediation of the Pope's legates, and the truce was attempted to be 

converted into a folid peace. Edward here required that Philip fhould free Gui .. 

enne from all claims of fuperiority, and entirely abandon the protection of Scot

land: But as he feemed not any wife entitled to make fuch exorbitant demands·, 

from either his paft fucceffes, or future profpects, they we1e totally rejected by Phi

lip, who agreed only to a prolongation of the truce. 

THE King of France foon after det ched the emperor Lewis from the alliance 

of England, and engaged him to revoke the title of imperial vicar, which he 

had' conferred on Edward t. The King's other allies on the frontiers of France; 

difappointed in their hopes, gradually withdrew from the confederacy. And Ed

ward himfelf, harraffed by his numerous and impatient creditors, was obliged to 

make his efcape by fi:ealth into England. 

Domeflic ~if- THE unufual impofition of a ninth fheaf, lamb and fleece, laid on by the par

turbances. liament,. together with the great· want of money, and frill more., of credit in Eng· 

bn 1, had rendered the remittances to Flanders fo backward; nor could it be eX· 

petted, that any expeditious methods of collecting a tax, which was fo new in 

itfelf,. and which yielded only a gradual produce, could poffibly be contrived by 

the King or his minifiers. And- tho' the parliament, forefeeing the inconvenience,. 

had grcr:nted, as a prefent refource, 2o,ooo facks of wool, the only Englifh oods 

which bore a certain price in foreign markets, and were the next to ready money; 

it was impoffible, but the feizing of fuch a bulky commodity, the gathering of it 

from different parts of the kingdom, and the difpofing of it abroad, mufl: take up 

n1uch more f me than the urgency of the King's aff irs would permit, and occafion all 

the difappoinrments complained of, during th~ courfe of the camraian. But tho' 

nothing had happened, which Edward might r.1ot reafonably hav~ forefeen, he 

was fo irritated with the unfortunate iffue of his military operations, and fo much 

* FroiiTart, liv. 1. chap. 64. Ave!b~Hy, p. 65. 
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exed and aBionted by his foreign creditors, that he was detern1ined to throw Chap,. xv. 
the blame fon ewhere off himfelf, and he came in very bad humour into Eng- I 340. 

land. I-Je difcovered his prefent difl-'ofition by the firft aB: which he performed 
after his arrival : As he landed unexpectedly, he found the Tower fomewhat un-
gnarded ; and he immediately committed to prifon the conftab1e and all others 
who had the charge of that fortrefs ; and he treated them with unufual rigour*. 
His vengeance fi 11 next on the officers of the revenue, the 1heriffs, the collectors 
of taxes, the undertakers of all kinds ; and befides turning all of them out of 
their offices, he appointed commiffioners to enquire into their conduCt:; and thefe 
n1en, in order to gratify the King's humour, were fure not to find any perfof.l in-
nocent; who came before them t. Sir John St. Paul, keeper of the privy feal, 
Sir John Stonore, lord chief juftice, Andrew Aubrey, mayor of London, were 
difplaced and imprifoned ; as were alfo the bifhop of Chichefter, chancellor, and 
the bifhop of Lichfield, treafurer. Stratford, archbifhop of Canterbury, on 
whom the charge of collec ing the new taxes had been chiefly ]aid, fell likewife 
under the King's difpleafure; but being abfent at the time of Edward's firft ar-
rival, he efcaped feeling the immediate effects of it. · 

THERE were ftrong reafons, which might difcourage the Kings of England, 
in thoie ages, from beftowing the chief offices of the crown on prel1tes and other 
ecclefiaftical perfons. Thefe men had fo eng:enched themfelves in privileges and 
immunities, and pretended fo openly to be exempt from all fecular jurifdiction, 
that no civil penalty could be inflitl:ed on them for any malverfation in office ; 
and as even treafon itfelf was declared to be no canonical offence, nor was allow
ed to be a fufficient reafon for deprivation or other fpiritual cenfures, that order 
of men had enfured to themfelves almoft a total impunity, and were not bound 
by any political laws or ftatutes. But, on the other hand, there were niany pecu
liar caufes which favoured their promotion. Befides that they poffeffed almoft 
all the learning of the age, and were beft qualified for civil em ployments ; the. 
prelates enjoyed equal dignity with the greateft barons, and gave weight, by their 
perfonal authority, to the powers enttufi:ed with then1 : While, at the fame time, 
they endangered not the crown by accumulating wealth or influence in their fa .. 
milies, and were reftrained, by the decency of their character, from that open 
rapine and violence, fo often practifed by the nobles. Thefe motives had induc
ed Edward, as well as many of his predeceffors, to entruft the chief parts of his · 
government in the hands of ecclefiaftics ; at the hazard of feeing them difown 
his authority fo foon as it was turned againft them. 

4 Ypod, Neufr. E· 5 1-3. t Avefbury, p. 70· Heminn-, P· 3 z6. vValiingham, p. I so. 
THlS 



·Chap. XV. 
I J+I• 

I I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

THB wa1 the cafe '.Vith archbifi1op Stratford. That prelate, informC'd of Ed
ward's indignation againft him, prepared himfelf for the frorm; and not content 
with ftanding upon the defenfive, he refolved, ~y beginning the attack, to fnow 
the King, that he knew the privileges of his charaCter, and had courage to 
maintain them. He ilfned a general fentence of excommunication againft all, 
who, on any pretext, exercifed violence on the perfon or goods of clergymen ; 
who infringed thofe privileges fecured by the gte ... t charter, and by the ecclefi~ 
aftical canons ; or who accufed a prelate of treafon or any othet crime, in order 
to bring him under the King's difpleafure *. Even Edward had reafon to think 
himfelf ftruck at by this fentence; both on account of the imprifonment of the 
two biiliops and that of other clergymen concerned in levying the taxes, and 
on account of his feizing their lands and moveables, that he might make them 
anfwerable for any ballance, which remained in their hands. The clergy, witli 
the primate at their head, were now formed into a regular combwation againft 
the King; and many calumnies were fpread againft him, in order to deprive him 
of the confidenc~ and affe&:ions of his pe .. tple ; that he intended to recal the ge
neral pardon, and the remiffion of old debts which he had granted, and to im· 
pofe new and arbitrary taxes without confent of parliament. The archbilhop 
went fo far, in a letter to the King himfelf, as to tell him, that there were two 
powers, by which the world was governed, the holy pontifical apofl:olic digni
ty, and the royal fu'lordinate authority : That of thefe two powers, ~he clerical 
was evidently the fupreme, fince the priefts were to anfwer, at the tribunal of the 
divine judgment, for the conduCl: of kings themfelves : That the clergy were die 
fpiritual fathers of all the faithful, and amongft others of kings and princes ; and 
were intitled, by a heavenly charter, to direCt their wills and aCtions, and to 
cenfure their tranfgreffions: And that prelates had heretofore cited emperors be· 
fore their tribunal, had tried their life and behaviour, ·and had al!ithematized 
them for their obftinate offences f. Thefe topics were not well caiC{ilated to ap· 
peafe Edward's indignation; and when he called a parliament, he fent not to the 
primate, as to the other peers, a fummons to appear in it. Stratford was not dif
couraged. with this mark of neglect or anger: He appeared before the gates, ar
rayed in his pontifical robes, holding the crofier in his hand, and attended with 
a pompous train of priefts and prelates; and he required admittance to his feat 
as the firft and highell: peer of the realm. For two days, the King denied him 
entrance : But either fenfible, that this affair might be attended with dangerous 
confequences, or that in his impatience he had groundlefsly accuf; d the primate 

• Heming. p. 339· Ang. Sacra, vol. I. p . .21, .zz. 'Valfingham, p. 153· 
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of malverfation in his office, which feems really to have been the cafe; he at lafl: Chap.· V.. permitted him to take his feat, and was reconciled to him*. 

EowARD now found himfelf in a very bad fituation both with his own people and with foreign ftates ; and it required all his genius and capacity to extricate himfelf from fuch multiplied difficulties and embarraffments. His unjufl: and exorbitant claims on France and Scotland had engaged him in an implacable war with thefe two kingdoms, his neareft neighbours : He had loft almofl: all his foreign alliances by his irregular payn1ents : He was deeply involved in debts, for which he owed a confuming intere£1: : His military operations had vanifhed into fmoke; and except his naval vicrory, none ·of them had been attended even with glory or renown, eith~r to '1~mfelf or to the nation : The animofity between him an the clergy was open and declared : The people were difcontented on account of n1any ar itrary meafures, ·n w li h he had been engaged: And what was more erous, t e nobility, t ·, 'ng adv 1tage of his prefent neceffities, w~re deter-·u d o retrench hts power, and by encroaching on the antient prerogatives of the rowo, to acquir:e to felves 'ndependance and authority. But the afpir· in e,mus of 'clward, which ad fo far tra .fported hin1 beyond the bounds of di~ re tic n, prov. d ~ c laft fufficient to re-infta[e him in his former authority, and 
1 ally to J. A ' ~ is reign the moft triumphant which is to be met with in Englifh orr : q'ho' for the pr fent he was obliged, with fame lofs of honour, to Y.ield to the cur:rent, which oore fo !hongly againft him. 

THE parliament framed an aB::, which was likely to produce confiderable innovations in the government. q'hey premifed, that, whereas the great charter had, to the manifeft peril and Gander of the King and damage of his people, been :violated in many points, particularly by the imprifonment of free men and the feizure of their goods, witnout . fuit, indictment or trial, it was neceffary to confirm it anew, and to oblige all .the chref officers of the Jaw, together with the fteward and chamberlain of he h ufhold, ~tl e keeper of the privy feal, the controller and treafurer of tl wardrobe, and thofe who were entrufted with the education of the young prince,.to .fwear to the regular obfervance of it. They alfo remarked, that the peers of l:.1t.. realm had formerly been arrefted and imprifoned, and difpoffeffed of heir temporalitie and lands, and even fome of them put to death, without judgmen of their peers ; and they therefore enaB::ed that fuch violences fhouJd henGe'" ::- l c; ~ ~ , and no peer be puni!hed but by the award of his peers in parliament. They required, that, whenever any of the great offices .abovementioned Ihould beco e ~acant, the King fuould fill it by the advice of 

• Anglia Sacra, vol. 1. p. 3 2, 39, 40, 4'· 
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Cl•ap. XV. his council, and the confent of other great men, who fhould at that time be found 

1
3 fl· to rdide in the neighbourhood of the court. And they enaCted, that on the third 

day of every feffion, the King thould refume into his own hands all thefc offices, 
except thofe of ju!1:ices of the two benches and the barons of exchequer ; that 
thefe minifters thould for the time be reduced to private perfons; that they thould 
in that condition anfwer before the parliament to any accufations brought againfl: 
them ; and that, if they were found any wife guilty, they thould finally be difpof
felfed of their olfices, and more fufficient perfons be fubftituted in their place*. 
By thefe la!l: regulations, the barons approached as near as they dared to thofe re· 
ftriCl:ions, which had formerly been impofed on Henry IlL and Edward I!. and 
which, from the dangerous confequences attending them, had become fo gene
rally odious, that they neither expeCted to have the concurrence of the peop\e in 

demanding th.em, nor the affent of the prefent King in g,r nting them. 
IN return for thefe important conceffions, the parlian1ent profered the King a 

grant of zo,ooo facks of wool; and his wants were [o urgent from the clamours 

of his creditors, and the demands of his foreign allies, that he was. obliged to 

accept of the fupply on thefe hard conditions. He ratified this ftatute in full 
parliament; but be fecretly entered a prote!l: of fuch a nature as was fufficient, 
one thould imagine, to de!l:roy for the future all cru!l: and confidence with his 
people: He declared, that, fo foon as his convenience permitted, he would from 
his own authority, revoke what had been extorted from him t. Accordingly, 
he was no fooner polfelfed of th~ parliamentary fupply, than be ilfued an Gdifr, 
which contains many extraordinary pofitions and pretenG.ons. He firft afferts, that 
that !l:atute had been enaCted contrary to the law ; as if a free legiOative body 

could ever do any thing illegal. He next affirms, that, as it was hurtful to the 

prerogatives of the crown which he was fworn t~ defend, he had only dilfembled, 
when· he feemed to ratify it, but that he had never in his own breaft given his 
affent to it. He does not pretend, that either he or the parliament lay under any 
force; but only that fome inconvenience would have enfued bad he not feeming
ly glven his affent to that pretended !1:atute. He therefore, with the advice of 
)1is council and of fome earls and barons, abrogates and annulls it; and tho' be 
profelfes bimfelf willing and determined to obferve fuch articles of it as were 
formerly law, be declares it to have thenceforth no force or authority :j:. The 
:parliaments, who were afterwards alfembleQ, took no notice of this arbitrary ex· 

• 1; Edw. Ill. t Statutes at large: 1; Ed.v. n!. Thatthis prote!l of the King's was fi-
cret appears evidently, fince otherwife it woulJ have been ridiculous in the parliament to have accept· 
.ed of his affent: Befides the Kmg owns that he dif!imlled, which would not have been the ea tO, hal 

pis proteft been public. :t.~, Statutes at large, 1 5 Edw. Ilf. ertion 
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ertion of royal power, which by a parity of reafon lefc all their laws at the mercy Cl.ap XV. 

of the King ; and during the cou rfe of two years, Ed ward had fo far re·eftab- 1 34 1 • 

lifhed his influence, and freed himfelf from his prefent neceffities, that he then 
obtained from his parliament a legal repeal of the obnoxious ftatute *. This 
tranfaEtion certainly contains remarkable circumftances, which difcover the man-
ners and fentiments of the age, and may prove what inaccurate work might be 
expeEted from fuch rude hands, when employed in legiOation, and in rearing the 
delicate fabric of laws and a conftitution. 

BuT tho' Edward had happily recovered his authority at home, which had 
been impaired by the events of the French war, he had undergone fo many mor
tifications from that attempt, and faw fo little profpect of fuccefs, that he would 
probably have dropt his claim, had not a revolution in Brittany opened to him 
more promifing views, and given his enterprizing genius a full opportunity of 
difplaying itfelf. 

JoHN Ill. duke of Brittany, had, fome years before his death, found himfelf Aff'air:> of 
declining thro' age and infirmities; and having no iffue, he was felicitous to pre- Brittany. 

vent thofe diforders, to which, on the event of his deceafe, a difputed fucceffion 
migblt expofe his fubjects. His younger brother, the count de Penthievre, had left 
only one daughter, whom the duke deemed his heir; and as his famil y had in erited 
the dutchy by a female fucceffion, he thought her title preferable to that f the 
count de Mountfort, who, being his brother by a fecond marriage, was the male 
heir of that principality t. He accordingly pr.opofed to beftow her in marriage 
on fome perfon, who might be able to defend her rights ; and he cafi: his eye on 
Charles de Blois, nephew of the King of France, by his mother, Margaret de 
V alois, fifter to that monarch. But as he both loved his fubjeB:s and was belov-
ed by them, he determined not to take this important ftep without their appro-
bation; and having affembled the fiates of Brittany, he reprefented to them the 
advantages of that alliance, and the profpect:, which it gave, of an entire fettle .. 
ment of his fucceffion. The Bretons willingly concurred in his choice: The mar-
riage was concluded: All his va£fa1s, and among the reft, the count de Mount-
fort, fwore fealty to Charles and to his fpoufe as to their future fovereigns: And. 
every danger of civil commotions feemed to be obviated, as far as human pru-
dence could provide a remedy againft them. 

BuT on the death of this good prince, the ambition of the count de Mountfort 
broke thro' all thefe regulations, and kindled a war, not only dangerous to Brit
tany, but to a great part of Europe. While Char!e3 de Blois was folliciting at 

• Cotton's Abridgm. p. 38, 39· 
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the court of France the inveftiture of the dutchy, Mountfort was active in ac

quiring immediate poffeffion of it, and by force or intrigue he made himfelf maf .. 

ter of H.ennes, Nantz, Breft, Hennebonne, and all the 1noft important for

treifes, and engaged many confidaable barons to acknowledge his authority •. 

Senfible, that he could expect no favour from Philip, he made a voyage to Eng

land, on pretence of folliciting his claim to the earldom of Richmond, which had 

devolved to him by his brother's death ; and offering to do homage to Edward, 

as King of France, for the dutchy of Brittany, he propofed a ftriCl. alliance for the 

fupport of each other's pretenfions.. Edward faw immediately the advantages at

tending thi£ treaty: Mountfort, an active and valiant prince, clofe1y united to 

him by intereft, opened at once a'n entrance into the heart of France, and afford

ed him much more flattering views, than his ailies on the fide of Germany and 

the Low Countries, who had no fincere attachment to his caufe, and whofe pro· 

grefs was alfo obftructed by thofe numerous fortifications, which had been raifed 

on that frontier. Robert d' Artois was zealous in inforcing thefe confiderations: 

The ambitious fpirit of Edward was little difpofed to fit down under thofe re

pulfes, which he had received, and which, he thought, had fo much injured his 

reputation : And it required a very fhort negotiation to conclude a treaty of al

liance between two men; who, tho' their pleas with regard to the preference of 

male or fen1a'e fucceffion were directly oppofite, were intimately connected by 

their common interefts t. 
As this treaty was frill a fecret, Mountfort, on his return, ventured to appear at 

Paris, in order to defend his caufe before the court of peers; but obferving Philip 

and his judges to be prepoffeffed againft his title, and dreading their intentions of 

C!rrefting him, till he fhould reftore what he had feized by violence, he fuddenly 

made his efcape ; and war immediately broke out between him and Charles de 

Blois t· Philip fent his eldeft fon, the duke of Normandy, with a powerful ar .. 

my to the affiftance of the latter; and Mountfort, unable to keep the field againft 

his rival, remained in the city of N antz, where he was befieged. 'fhe city was 

taken by the treachery of the inhabitants : Mountfort fell into the hands of his 

enemies ; was conducted as a prifoner to Paris ; and was ihut up in the tower 

of the Louvre§. 

THIS event feemed to put an end to the pretenfions of the count de Mountfort; 

but his affairs were immediately retrieved by an unexpected incident, w hi eh infpired 

new life and vigour into his party. J ane of Flanders, countefs of Mountfort, the 

,. Froilfart, liv. 1. chap. 65, 66# 67, 68. 

:t: Froiifart, liv. I. chap. 70, 7 1. 
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m oft extraordinary woman of that age, was rouzed, by the captivity of her huf- Cha.p. XV. 

band, from thofe domeftic cares, to which fhe had hitherto limited her genius; 1 34-2· 
and !he courageoufly undertook to fupport the falling fortunes of her family. No 
fooner did 1he receive the fatal intelligence, than fhe affembled the inhabitants of 
Rennes, where fhe then refided ; and carrying her infant fon in her arms, de-
plored to them the calamity of their fovereign, and recommended to their care 
the illufl:rious orphan, the foie male remaining of their antient princes, who had 
governed them with fuch indulgence and lenity, and to whom they had ever pro· 
feffed fuch a zealous attachment; She declared herfelf willing to run all hazards 
with them in fo juft a caufe; difcovered the refources which ftill remained in the 
alliance of England ; and entreated then1 to make one effort againft an ufurper, 
who, being impofed on them by the arms of France, would in return make a 

facrifice to his protector of the antient liberties of Brittany. The audience, mov-
ed by the affecting appearance, and infpirited by the noble conduct of the prin-
cefs, vowed to live and die with her in defending the rights of her family : All 
the other fortreffes of Brittany embraced the .fame refolution : The countefs 
went from place to place, encouraging the garrifons, providing them with every 
neceffary for fubfifl:ance, concerting their plans of defence ; and after fhe had put 
the whole province in a proper pofl:ure, fhe fl1ut herfelf up in Hennebonne, 
where .fhe waited with impatience the arrival of thofe fuccours, which Edward 
had promifed her. Mean while, !he fent over her fon to England, both that !he 
might put him in a place of fafety, and engage the King more ilrongly, by fuch 
a pledge, to embrace with zeal the interefts of her family. 

CHARLES DE BLois, anxious to make himfelf mafl:er of fo important a for
trefs as Hennebonne, and frill more to take the countefs prifoner, from whofe 
vigour and cap.1city all the difficulties to his fucceffion in Brittany now proceed-
ed, fat down before the place with a great army, compofed of French, Spaniards, 
Genoefe, and forr.e Bretons; and he conducted the attack with indefatigable in
duftry *. The defence was no lefs vigorous: The befiegers were repulfed in 
every ailault: Frequent fallies were f!-1ade with fuccefs by the garrifon: And the 
countefs herfelf being the moft forward in all military operations, every on~ was 

afhamed not to do his duty to the utmoft in this defperate fituation. One day 
fhe perceived, that the befiegers, entirely employed in an attack, had neglected a 
difl::mt quarter of their camp; and fhe immediately fallied forth at the head of a 
body of 200 cavalry, threw them into confufion, committed great £laughter upon 
them, and fet fire to their tents, baggage and magotzines : But when fhe was 
about to return, fhe found th:1t fhe was intercepted, ~nd that a great body of the 

• Froiifart, liv. r. chap. 8 r. 
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enemy ad thrown themfelves between her and the gates. She infi:antly took 

her refolution ; ihe ordered her men to diiband, and to make the beft of their way 

by flight to Brefi:. She met them at the appointed place of rendezvous, colleCt

ed another body of soo horfe, returned to Hennebonne, broke unexpectedly 

thro' the enemies camp, and was received with fhouts and acclamations by the gar

rifon, who, encouraged by this reinforcement, and by fo rare an example of fe: 

male valour, determined to defend themfelves to the laft extremity. 

THE reiterated attacks, however, of the befiegers, had at length made feveral 

breaches in the walls; and it was apprehended, that a general aifaulr, which was 

every hour expected, would overpower the garrifon, diminifhed in their numbers, 

and extremely weakened with watching and fatigue. It became neceffary to 

treat of a capitulation; and the biihop of Leon was already engaged, for that 

purpofe, in a conference with Charles de Blois, when the countefs, who had 

InoLmted on a high tower, and was looking towards the fea with great impati

ence, defcried fome fails at a diftance. She immediately exclaimed: Behold the 

fuccours! the Englijh fuccours! No capitulation*! This fleet carried a body of 

Englifh genfdarmes, and fix thoufand archers, whom Edward had prepared for 

the relief of Hennebonne, but who had been long detained by contrary winds. 

They entered the harbour under the command of Sir W alter Manny, one of the 

braveft captains of England ; and having infpired frefh courage into the garri~ 

fon, immediate} y fallied forth, beat the befiegers from all their pofts, and oblig

ed then1 to decamp. 

BuT notwithfi:anding this fuccefs, the countefs of Mountfort found that her 

party, overpowered by fuperior numbers, were declining in every quarter; and 

1he went over to follicit more effectual fuccours from the King of England. Ed

ward granted her a confiderable reinforcement under Robert d' Artois ; who em

barked his troops on board a fleet of forty five ihips and failed to Brittany. He 

was n1et in his palfage by the enemy ; an action enfued, where the countefs be

haved with her wonted valour, and charged the enemy fword in hand; but the 

fleets, after a iharp action, were feparated by a ftorm, and the Englifh arrived 

fafely in Brittany. The firft exploit of Robert d' Artois was the taking of Van

nes, which he maftered by conduCt and addrefs t : But he furvived a very little 

time this profperity. The Breton noblemen of the party of Charles affembled 

fecretly in arms, attacked Vannes of a fudden, and carried the place ; chiefly by 

reafon of an wound received by Robert d' Artois, of which he foon after 

died at fea on his return to England :f:. 

· Froiifart, liv. 1. chap. 8 1. t Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 93· 
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AFTER the death of this unfortunate prince, the chief author of all the ea- Chap. xv. 
}amities, with which his country was overwhelmed for above a century, Ed- 1342 • 

ward undertook in perfon the defence of the countefs of Mountfort; and as the 
]aft truce with France was now expired, the war, which the Englifh and French 

had hitherto carried on as allies to the competitors for Brittany, is thenceforth 
conducted 1n the name and under the ftandard of the two monarchs. The King 
landed at Morbian near Vannes, with an army of 1 2,ooo men ; and being maf-

ter of the field, where no enemy dared to appear againfl: him, he endeavoured to 

give a Juftre to his arms, by commencing at once three important fieges, that 

of Vannes, of Rennes, and of Nantz. But by undertaking too much, he failed 

of fuccefs in all his enterprizes. Even the fiege of Vannes, which Edward in 

perfon conduCted with vigour, advanced but OowJy * ; and the French had all 

the leifure requifite for making preparations againft him. The duke of Nor

mandy, eldeft fon of Philip, appeared in Brittany at the head of an army of 

3o,ooo infantry and 4000 cavalry; and Edward was now obliged to draw together 
all his forces, and to entrench himfelf firongly before Vannes, where the duke 
of Normandy foon after arrived, and in a manner invefted the befiegers. The 

garrifon and the French camp were plentifully fupplied with provifions ; while 
the Englifh, who dared to make no attempt upon the place in the prefence of 

a fuperior army, drew all their fubfiftance from England, expofed to the hazards 

of the fea, and fometimes to thofe arifing from the fleet of the enemy. In this 
dangerous fituation, Edward very willingly hearkened to the mediation of the 

Pope's legates, the cardinals of Paleflrine and Frefca6, who endeavoured to ne-
gotiate, if not a peace, at leaft a truce between the two kingdoms. A treaty 
was concluded for a ceifation of arms during three years t; and Edward had the 

ability, notwithftanding his prefent dangerous fituation, to procure to himfelf very 

equal and honourable terms. It was agreed, that Vannes fhou]d be fequeftered, 
during the truce, in the ands of the legates, to be difpofed of afterwards as 
they pleafed ; and tho' Edward knew the partiality of the court of Rome to-

wards his antagonift, he faved himfelf by this devife from the dilhonour of hav-

ing undertaken a fruitlefs enterprize. It was alfo ftipulated, that all prifoners 
.1hould be releaf ( , that the places in Brittany fhould remain in the hands of 

the prefent poifeffors, and that the allies on both fides fhould be comprehended 
in the truce t· Edward, foon after concluding this treaty, embarked with his 

army for England. 

• Froiifart, Iiv. I. chap. 95• 
:t Heming. p. 3 59· 

t Froiifart, liv. 1. chap. 99· Avefbury, p. 102~ 

13~3· 



Chap. XV. 
131-3· 

1344· 

H I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

THE truce, tho' calculated for a long time, was of very fhort duration; and 
each monarch endeavoured to throw on the other the blame of its infraction. Of 
courfe, the hiftorians of the two countries differ in . their account of the matter. 

It feems probable, however, as is affirmed by the French writers, that Edward, 
in confenting to the truce, had no other purpofe than to extricate himfelf from 

a perilous fituation, into which he had fallen, and was afterwards very carelefs 

of its obfervance. In all the memorials which remain on this fubjeB:, he complains 

chiefly of the puni!hment inflicted on Oliver de Cliffon, Henry de Leon, and other 

Breton noblemen, who, he fays, were partizans of the family ofMountfort, and confe

quently under the protection of England*. But it appears from the hiftory, that 
at the conclufion of the truce, thoie noblemen had openly, by their declarations 

and aCtions, embraced the caufe of Charles de Blois t ; and if they had entered 

into any fecret correfpondence and engagements with Edward, they were traitors 

to their party, and were juftly punifl1able by Philip and Charles, for their breach 

of faith ; nor had Edward any juft ground of complaint againft France for fuch 

feverities. But when he laid thefe pretended injuries before the parliament, whom 
he affeCted to confult on all occafions, that aifembly entered into the quarrel, ad
vifed the King not to be amufed by a fraudulent truce, and granted him fupplies 
for the renewal of the war : The counties were charged with a fifteenth for two 

years, and the boroughs with a tenth. The clergy confented to give a tenth for 

three years. 
THESE fupplies enabled the King to complete his military preparations; and 

he fent his coufin, Henry earl of Derby, fon of the earl of Lancafter, into Gui

enne, for the defence of that province :J:. This prince, the moft accompli!hed of 

the Englifh court, po!feffed in a high degree, the virtue of humanity as well as thofe 
of valour and conduct§, and not content with protecting and cherifhing the province 
committed to his charge, he made a very fuccefsful invafion on the enemy. He 
attacked the count de Laille, the French general at Bergerac, beat him from his 
entrenchments, and took the place. Be reduced a great part of Perigord, and 
continually advanced in his conquefts, till the count de Laille, having collected 
an army of ten or twelve thoufand men, fat down before Auberoche, in hopes 

• Rymer, vol. S· P· 4-53, 454-• 4~9, 4-66, 496. Herning. p. 376. t Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 

g6. p. 100. t Froiil~ut, liv. 1. chap. 103. Avefbury, p. 121. 

§ It is reported of this prince, that, having once, before the attack of a town, promifed the fol
diers the plunder, one private man happened to fall upon a great cheft full of money, \Vhich he im

mediately brought to the earl, as thinking it too gr•at for himfelf to keep poffeffion of it. But Derby 
told him, that his promife did not depend on the greatnefs or fmallnefs of the fum; and bid him keep 

jt all for his own ufe. 
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of recovering that place, which had fallen into the hands of the Englilh. The 
earl of Derby came upon him by furprize with only a thoufand cavalry, threw 
the French into diforder, pufhed his advantages, and obtained a complete victory. 
De Laille himfelf, wilh many confiderable nobles, was taken prifoner *. After 
this important advantage, Derby made a ra~id progre(c; in fubduing the French 
provinces. He took Monfegur, Monpefat, Villefranche, Miremont, and Ton
nins, with the fortrefs of Darnaffen. Aiguillon, a fortrefs deemed impregnable, 
fell into his hands from the cowardice of the governor. Angouleme was furren
dered after a fhort fiege. The only place, where he met with a confiqerable re
fiftance, was Reole, which, however, was at laft reduced after a fiege of above 
nine weeks t. Having made an attempt on Blaye, he thought it more prudent 
to raife the fiege, rather than wa!l:e his time, before a place of fmall importance :f:; 

THE reafon why Derby was permitted without oppofition to make fuch pro. 
grefs on the fide of Guienne, was the difficulties under which the Fren~h finances 
then laboured, and which had obliged Philip to lay on new impofitions, particu
larly the duty on falt, to the great difcontent, and almoft mutiny of his fubjetts. 
But after the court of France was fupplied with money, gre:lt preparations were 
made; and the duke of Normandy, attended by the duke of Burgundy, and 
other great nobility, led towards Guienne a powerful army, which the Englilh 
could not think of refi!ling in the open field. The earl of Derby ftood on the 
defenfive, and allowed the French to carry on at leifure the fiege of Angouleme, 
which was their firft enterprize. John lord Norwich, the governor, after a brave 
and vigorous defence, found himfelf reduced to extremities ; and he was obliged 
to employ a ftratagem, in order to fave his garrifon, and to prevent his being re
duced to furrender at difcretion. He appeared on the walls, and defired to fpeak 
with the duke of Normandy. The prince, when he came, told Norwich, that 
he fuppofed he intended to capitulate. " Not at all," replied the governor: 
" But as to-m0rrow is the feaft of the Virgin, to whom, I know, that you, fir, ~s 
" well as myfelf, bear a great devotion, I de fire a ceffation of arms for that day." 
The propofals were agreed to; and Norwich, having ordered his forces to prepare 
all their baggage, marched out, and advanced towards the French camp. The 
befiegers, imagining they were to be attacked, ran to their arms; but Norwich 
fent a meffenger to the duke, reminding him of his engagement. The duke, who 
piqued himfelf on the faithful obfervance of his word, exclaimed, I fee the gover-
11or has outwitted me: But let us be contented with gaining the place: And the En g. 
lifh were allowed to pafs thro' the camp unmolefred §. After fome other f uccef-

Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 104. i' Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 110. t Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 
ll z. § Froiif<\rt, liv. 1. chap. IZO. 
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fes, the duke of Normandy laid fiege to Aiguillon; and as the natural flrength 
of the fortrefs tocrether with a brave garrifon under the command of the earl 

' 0 of Pembroke, and fir Waiter Manny, rendered it impoffible to take the place 
by atrault, he propofed, after making feveral fruitlefs attacks *, to reduce it ''Y 
famine : But before he could fini!h his enterprize, · he was called to another part 
of the kingdom, by one of the greateft difafters, that ever befel tlie French mo-

narchy t. 
Eow ARD, informed by the earl of Derby of the great danger, to which Gui· 

en ne was expo fed, had prepared a fleet and army, with which he intended in per· 
fon to bring it relief. He embarked at Southampton on board a fleet of near a 
thoufand fail of all dimenfions ; and carried with him, befides all the chief no
bility of England, his eldeft fon the prince of Wales, now fifteen years of age. 
The winds proved long contrary :t: ; and the King, in defpair of arriving in time 
at Guienne, was at laft perfuaded by Geoffrey d'Harcourt, to change the defi:i .. 
nation of his enterprize. This nobleman was a Nor man by birth, had long 
n1ade a confiderable figure in the court of France, and was generally efteemed 
for his perfonal merit and valour; but being difobliged and perfecuted by Philip, 
he had fled over to England; had recomn1ended himfelf to Ed ward, who was 
an excellent judge of men; and had fucceeded to Robert d' Artois in the in vi· 
dious office of exciting and affifiing the King in every enterprize againft his na
tive country. He had long infifted, that an expedition to Normandy promifed, 
in the prefent circumftances, much more favourable fuccefs, than one to Guienne; 
that Edward would find the northern provinces much unfurniilied of mtlitary 
force, which had been drawn to the fouth; that they were full of flourifbing ci· 
ties, whofe plunder would enrich the Englifh; that their cultivated fields, as yet 
unfpoiled by war, would fuppl y them with plenty of provifions ; and that the 
neighbourhood of the capital rendered every event of importance in thofe quar
ters §. Thefe reafons, which had not before been duly weighed by Edward, be-

uth July. 

gan to make more impreffion after the difappointments, which he had met with in 
his voyage to Guienne : He ordered his fleet to fail to Normandy, and fafely dif .. 

embarked his army at la Hague. 
Invafion of 
France. 

THIS army, which was, during the courfe of the enfuing campaign, crowned 
with the moft fplendid fuccefs, that ever attended the enterprize of any Englilh 
monarch, confifted of four thoufand men at arms, ten thoufand archers, ten 
thoufand Welih infantry, and fix thoufand Irifu. The WeHh and the Irifu were 
light, diforderly troops, fitter for doing execution in a purfuit, or fcouring the 
country, than for any ftable aCtion. The bow was always efteemed a frivolous wea· 

• Froiifart, liv. chap. IZ I. 

§ Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. I2I. 

.t Froiffart, liv. x. chap. I 34· t Ave!bury, p. 123. 
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pon, where true military difcipline was known, ana reguLu· bodies of well armed 
foot maintained. The only foltd force in this army were the men at arms, and 
even thefe, being cavalry, were, on that account, much inferior, in the fhock 
of battle, to goo i infantry : And as the whole were new levied troops, we are 
1ed to entertain a very mean idea of the military force of thofe ages, wLich, be
ing ignorant in every other art, had not properly cult'vated the art of war itfelf, 
the fole object of their attention. 

THE K·ng created the earl of Arundel conftable of his army, and the earls of 
Warwic and Harcourt, marefchals: He beftowed the honour of l,.nighthood on 
the prince of \Vales, and feveral of the young nobility, im~ediately upon his 
landing. After deftroying all the £hips in la Hague, Barfleur, C!nd Che1 bouro
he fpread his army over the whole country, and gave them an unbounded licence 
of burning, fpoiling, and plundering every place, of which they became mafters., 
The loofe difcipline then praB:ifed, could not be much hurt by thefe diforderl 
practices; and Edward took care to prevent any furprize, by giving orders to his 
troops, however they might difperfe themfelves in the day time, always to quarter 
themfelves at night near the main body. In this manner, Montebourg, Cm·entan, 
St. Lo, Valognes, and other places in the Cotentin were pillaged without refifr
ance; and an univerfal con!l:ernation was fpread over the whole province *. 

THE intelligence of this unexpected invafion foon reached Paris ; and threw 
Philip into great perplexity. He iffued orders, however, for levying forces in all 
quarters, and difpatched the count d'Eu, conftable of France, and the count de 
Tancarville, with a bo-iy of troops, to the defence of Caen, a populous and 
cor:nmercial but open city, which lay in the neighbourhood of the Englifh army. 
The temptation of fo rich a prize, foon allured Edward to approach it; and the 
inhabitants, encouraged by their numbers, and by the re-inforcements which they 
daily received from the country, ventured, againft the advice of the confiable, 
to meet him in the field. But their courage failed them on the firft !hock: They 
fled with precipitation : The counts d'Eu and Tancan' ille were taken prifoners : 
The victors entered the city a1ong with the vanqui!hed, and a furious maffacre 
commenced, without difl:inB:ion of age, fex, or condition. The citizen~, in de-

. fpair, barricaded their houfes, and aifaulted the Englirn with Hones, bricks, and 
c·;ery miffile weapon : The Englifh made way by fire to the defhuB:ion of 
the citizens : Till Edward, anxious to faTe both .1is fJJoil and his foldier , Hopped 
t e maffacre ; and having obliged t 1e inhabitants to lJy down their arms, gave 
his troops licence to begin a more regular and lefs hazardous plunder of t.1e city. 
'The pillage continned for three days : T'he King referved for his own J1are th ... 

ToL. f. 
Froiffart, liv. r. chap. 1 '.z z. 
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Chap. xv. jewels, plate, filks, fine cloth, and fine linen ; and he beftowed all the rernam-

•:;+6. der of the fpoil on his army. The whole was embarked on board the fhips, and 

fent over to England; together with three hundred of the richefl: citizens of Caen, 

whofe ranfom was an additional profit, which he expeCl:ed afterwards to levy *"· 
This difmal fcene paffed in the prefence of two cardinal legates, who had come to 

negociate a peace between the kingdoms. 

THE King moved next to Rouen in hopes of treating that city in the fame man

ner; but found, that the bridge was already broken down, and that the King of 

France himfelf was arrived there with his army. He 1narched along the banks of 

the Seine towards Paris, defiroying the whole country, and every town and village, 

which he met with on his road t. Some of his light troops carried their ravages 

even to the gates of Paris; and the royal palac.e of St. Germans, together with Nan

terre, Ruelle, and other villages, was reduced to allies within fight of that capi

tal. The Englifh propofed to pafs the river at Poiffy, but found the French 

army encamped on the oppofite banks, and the bridge at that place, as well as all 

others upon the Seine, broken down by orders from Philip. Edward now faw, . 

that the French intended to enclofe him in their country, in ~opes of attacking 

him with advantage on all fides : But he faved himfelf by a ftratagem from this 

perilous fituation. He gave his army orders to di!lodge, and to advance f~rther 

up the Seine ; but i·mmedi-ately returning by the fame route, arrived at Po1ffy, 

which the enemy had already quitted, in order to attend hts motions. He re• 

paired the bridge with incredible celerity, paffed over his army, and having thus 

difengaged himfelf from the enemy, advanced by quick marches towards F landers. 

His vanguard, commanded by Harcourt, met with the townfmen of Amiens, who 

were haftening to reinforce their King, and defeated them wit 1 great fiaughter t: 
l-Ie paffed by Beauvais, and burned the fuburbs of that city: But. as he approached tl1e 

Somme, he found himfelf in the fame difficulty as before : AJI the bridges on that 

river were either broken down, or firongly guarded: An army, under the command 

of Godemar de Faye, was ftationed on the oppoute banks: Philip was advanc

ing on him from the other quarter, with an army of an hundred thoufand men:· 

And he was thus expofed to the ddnger of being enclofed, and of ftarving in an 

enemy's country. In this extremity, he publifued a reward to any one, that could 

bring hin1 intelligence of- a paffage over the Som me. A peafant, called Gobin 

Agace, whofe name has been preferved by the !hare which he had in thefe impor .. 

tant tranfaB:ions, was tempted on this occafion to betray the interefts of his 

ountry ; and he infonned Edward of a ford below Abbeville, which had a_ 

~ Froilf~rt, liv. 1. chap. 1 24. t Froiffi1rt, Jiv. 1. chap. IZ5· :t Froiifart, liv. 1, chap. 12 5. 
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found bottom, and might ·be paffed without difficulty at low water *· The King Chap X r. 

haftened thither, but found Godemar de Faye on the oppofite banks. Being urged 1346· 

·by necefiity, he deliberated not a moment; but threw himfelf into the river, 
fword in hand, at the head of his troops; drove the enemy from their ftation ; 
and purfued them to a diftance on the plaint. The French army under Philip, 
arrived at the ford, when the rear guard of the Engli!h were palling. So narrow 
was the efcape, which Ed ward, by his prudence and celerity, made from this 
danger! The rifing of the tide prevented the French King from following hitn 
over the ford, and obliged that prince to take his road over the bridge at Abbe-
ville; by which fome time was loft. 

IT is natural to think, that Philip, at the head of fo vaft an arn1y, was impa· 
tient to take revenge of the Englifh, and to prevent the difgrace to which he 
muft be expofcd, if an inferior enemy fhould be allowed, after ravaging fo great 
a part of his ki n~ dom, to efcape with impunity. Edward alfo was fenfible, tha 
fuch mufr be the ~eet of the French monarch; and as he had advanced but a 
little way before h1 enemy, he faw the danger of precipitating his march over 
the plains of Picardy, and of expofing his rear to the infults of the numerous 
cavalry, in which the French camp abounded. He took therefore a very prudent re- ~attie of 

folution : He chafe his ground with ad vantage near the village of Crecy; he dif- z~iliyit.uguft, 
pofed his army in excellent order ; he determined to await in tranquility the ar-
rival of the enemy; and he hoped, that their eagernefs to engage, and to pre-
vent his retreat, after all their paft difappointments, would hurry them on to fome 
raili and ill-concerted action. He drew up his army on a gentle afcent, and di-
vided them into three lines : The firfr was commanded by the prince of Wales, 
and under him, by the earls of Warwic and Oxford, by Harcourt, and by the 
lords Chandos, Holland, and other noblemen: The earls of Arundel and Nor-
thampton, with the lords Willoughby, Baffet, Roos, and fir Lewis Tufton, were 
at the head of the fecond line : He took on himfelf the command of the third 
divifion, by which he propofed either to bring fuccour to the two firft lines, or 
to fecure a retreat in cafe of any misfortunes, or to pufh his advantages againft 
his enemy. He had likewife the precaution to throw up trenches on his flank, in or-
der to fecure himfelf from the numerous bodies of the French, who might affail 
.him from that quarter; and he placed all his baggage behind him in a wood, 
which he alfo fecured by an intrenchment :f:. 

THE !kill and order of this difpofition, with the tranquility, in which it was 
made, ferved extremely to compofe the minds of the foldiers; and the King, that 

• Froiffart, liv. 1, chap. I z6, u7. 
_J,..thap. 128. 

t Froi.!fart, liv. I, chap: 127. 
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he might farther infpirit them, rode thro' their ranks with fuch an air of cheer· 

f• Jnefs and alacrity in his countenance, as con' eyed the higheft confidence into 

every beholder. He pointed out to them the neceffi y, to which they were at 

prefent reduced, and the certain and inevitable defhuetion which awaited them, 

if, in their prefent fituation, enclofed on all hands in an enemy's country, they 

trufted to any thing but their own valo .. 1r, or gaYe that enemy an opportunity of 

taking revenge for the tnany infults and indigm ies, which they had of late put 

upon him. He reminded them of the apparent fuperiority which they had hither

to n1aintained over aJl the bodies of French troops who had fallen in their way; 

and affured them, that the greater numbers of the army, which at prefent hovered 

over them, g1ve them not greater force, but was an ad vantage eafily compenfated 

by the or 'er, in which he had placed his own army, and the refolution which he 

expected from them. He demanded nothing, he faid, but that they would imitate 

his own example, and that of the prince of vVales; and as the honour, the lives, 

the liberties of all, were now expofed to the fame danger, he was confident, that 

hey yvoulJ make one common effort to extricate themfelves from the prefent dif

ficulties, and that their u;1ited courage would give them the victory over all their 

enemies. 
IT is related by fome hiftorians *, that Edward, befides the refources, which 

he found in his own genius and prefence of nlind, en1ployed alfo a new inven

tion againft the enemy, and p'aced in his front fome pieces of artillery, the firft 

which had yet been n1ade ufe of on any remarkable occafion in Europe. This is 

the epoch of one of the m oft: fin gular difcoveries, which has been made among n1en; 

and which changed by degrees the whole art of war, and by confequence many 

circumfrances in the political government of Europe. But the ignorance of that· 

age, in the mechanical arts, rendered the progrefs very £low of this new inven

tion. The artillery firft framed, were fo clumfy and of fuch difficult manage

ment, that men were not immediately fenfible of their ufe and efficacy: And even 

to the prefent times, improvements have been continually making on this furious 

cmgine, which, tho' it feemed contrived for the deftruction of mankind, and the 

overthrow of empires, has in the iffue rendered war much lefs bloody, and has 

given gre ter ftability to civil focieties. Nations, by its means, have been brought 

more to a level : Conquefts have become lefs frequent and rapid : Succefs in war 

has been reduced nearly to be a matter of calculation : And any nation, over-· 

matched t y its enemy, either yields to their demands, or fecures itfelf by alliances 

againfi: th 1r violence and invafion. . 
"' Jean Villani, lib. I z. cap. 66~ 
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THE invention of artillery vas at this time known in France as well as in Eng· 
land *; but hil i), in his hur1y to overtake the enemy, had probably left his 
cannon behind hin , ;hich e e0 

rded as an ufelefs incumbrance. All his other 
movements difcovercd the fa 1e imprudence and precipitation. Impelled by an
ger, a dangerous counfellor, and trufiing to the great fuperiority of his numbers, 
he thought that all depended 0n forcing an engagement with the Englifu, and that, 
if he could once reach the enemy in their retreat, the victory on his fide was cer
tain and inevitable. He made a hafty march in great diforder from Abbeville; 
but after he had advanced above two leagues, fome gentlemen, whom he had 
fent before to take a view of the entmy, returned to him, and brought him in
telligence, that they had feen the Englifh drawn up in excellent 9rder, and await
ing his arrival. 1~hey therefore advifed him to defer the combat till the enfuing 
day, when his army would have recovered from their fatigue, and might be dif
pofed into better order, than their prefent hurry had permitted them to obferve. 
Philip alfented to this council ; but the former precipitation of his march, and. 
the impatience of the French nobility, made it impracticable for him to put it 
in execution. One divifion preifed upon another ; Or 'ers to :flop v.'ere not fea
fonably conveyed to all of them : This immenfe body was noc governed by fufl1-
cient difcipline to be manageable: And the French army, very imperfcEtly formed 
into three lines, arrived, already fatigued and difordered, in prefence of the ene
my. The firft line, confifting of 15,ooo Genoefe crofs~ bow men, were com
manded by Anthony Doria, and Charles Grimaldi : The fecond was led by the 
count d, A.len~on, brother to the King: The King him~" f w s at the head oft 1e · 
third. Befides the French monarch, there were no lefs than three crowned heads 
· n this engagement : The King of Bohemia, the ing of the Romans, his fon, 
and the King of Majorca; with all the nobility and great vaffals of the crown of 
France. The army now confifted of above 12.o,ooo men, near four times the 
number of the enemy. But the prudence of one m n was fuperior to the advan
tage of all this force and fplendor. 

THE Engliih, on the approach of the enemy, kept their ranks firm and im-
1noveable; and the Genoefe firft began the atnck. T 1 re had ha pp ned, a. 

little before the engagement, a thunder howe , 11ch h· d moiftened and re
laxed the ftrings of the Genoefe crofs-t ows ; and th ir arrows for this reafon fell 
fuort of the enemy. The Englifh arc11ers, t I{lng th ir bows out of their cafes, 
poured in a lhower of arrows upon this mu:ritude '"'I o wee oppcfed to them; 
and foon threw thetn into diiordtr. The Geno fe fell back upon the Genfda -

• Du Cange Glo1T. in verb. ~ombard~. 
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Chap. XV. n1es of the count d' Alcnc;on *; who, enraged at their cowardice, otdered his . 

1346· troops to put them to the fword. The artillery fired amidft the crowd; the 

Englifh archers ftill continued to fend in their arrows among them ; and nothing 

was to be feen in that v.Jt body but hurry and confufion, terror and difmay. 

The young prince of Wales had the prefence of mind to take ad vantage of this 

fituation, and to lead on his line to the charge. The French cavalry, however, 

recovering fom ewhat their order, and encouraged by the example of their leader, 

·made ftout re-fiil:ance; and having at laft cleared themfelves of the Genoefe run

aways, advanced upon their adverfaries, and by their fuperior numbers began to 

hem them round. The earls of Arundel and Northampton advanced their line 

to fuftain the prince, who, ardent in his firft feats of arms, fet an example of 

valour, which was imitated by all his followers. The battle became for fome 

time hot and dangerous, and the earl of \Varwic, apprehenfive of the event from 

the fuperior numbers of the French, difpatched an officer to the King, and defir

ed him to fend fuccours to the relief of the prince. Edward had chofen his fta

tion on the top of the hil l ; and he furveyed in tranquil 1ity the fcene of action, 

when the meffenger accofted him. His firft queftion was, whether the prince 

was !lain or wounded. On receiving an anfwer in the negative, Return, faid he, 

to my jo;1, and tell him that 1 referve the honour of this day to him: I am con.fidmt 

that he will jhr;w himfelf worthy of the honour of knighthood, which I fo lately con-

- ferred u[on him: He will be able without my a./Jtftance to re[el the enemy t. This 

fpeech, being reported to the prince and his attendants, infpired them with new 

courage : They made an attack with redoubled vigour on the French, in which 

the count d' Alen~on was !lain: That whole line of cavalry was thrown into dif

order: The riders were killed or difmounted; The Wel!h infantry rufhed into 

the throng, and with their long .knives cut tbe throats of all who h~d fallen; 

nor was any quarter given that day by the conquerors 4:· 
T ·HE King of France advanced in vain with the rear to fuftain the line corn .. 

manded by his brother : He found them already difcomfited ; and the example 

of their rout encreafed the confufion, which was before but too prevalent in his 

own body. He had himfelf a horfe killed under him: He was remounted; and, 

tho' left almoft alone, he feemed ftill determin~d to maintain the .combat ; when 

J ohn de Hainault feized the reins of his bridle, turned _about his horfe, and .car· 

ried him off the field of battle. The whole French army took to flight, and 

were followed and put to the f word wj(hout mercy by the viB:ors; till the dark

pefs of night put an .en,d to the purfuit. The King, .on his return to the camp, 

flew into the arms of the prince of Wales, and exclaimed : ~ brave fon: Perfe· 

~ Froiifart, Iiv. 1. chap. J 30. t Froiifart, liv. J,chap.IJO. :1: Froiifart, liv. 1. chap. qo. 
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'V~re m yr;ur honourable courfe: r~u are my fon; for valiantly have you acquitted Chap. XV. 

)Ottrfelf to day: You have jhown your/elf worthy of empire *. 1 346· 

THIS battle, which is known by the name of the battle of Crecy, began after 
three o'clock in the afternoon, and continued till evening. The fubfequent 
morning was foggy ; and as the Englifh obferved, that many of the enemy had. 
loft their way in the night and in the mifr, they employed a ftratagem to bring 
them into their power : They erected on the eminences fome French ftandards 
which they had taken in battle ; and all, who were allured by this falfe fignal, 
were put to the fword, and no quarter given them. In excufe for this inhumanity, 
it was alledged t 1at the French King had given out like orders to his troops; but 
the real reafon ptobably was, that the Engliih, in their prefent fituation, did not 
care to be encumbered with prifoners. On the day of battle and on the enfuing, 
there fell, by a moderate computation, 1 zoo knights, I 400 gentlemen, 4000 

men at arms, befides about 3o,ooo men of inferior rank t. Many of the prin
cipal nobility of France, the dukes of Lorraine and Bourbon, the earls of Flan:
ders, Blois, Harem rt, V audemont, Aumale, were left on the field of battle. 
The Kings alfo of Bohemia and Majorca were fiain : The fate of the former was 
remarkable : He was blind from age ; but being refolved to hazard his perfon, 
and fet an example to others, he ordered the reins of his bridle to be tied on 
each fide to the horfes. of tw<> gentlemen of his train ; and his dead body, and 
thofe of his attendants, were afterwards found among the fiain, with their horfes 
ftandmg by them in that fituation :f:. His creO: was three ofrrich feathers; and 
his motto thefe German words, !eh dien, I ferve: V 'hich the prince of Wales 
and his fucceifors adopted in memorial of this great victory. The action may fee m 
no lt fs remarkable for the fmall lofs of Lhe Englifh than for the great !laughter of 
the French: There were killed in it only one efquire and three knights§, and ve
ry few of inferior rank; a demonftration) that the prudent difpofition made by 
Edward, and the diforderly attack of the FrenGh, haci rendered the whole rather 
a rout than a battle, which was indeed the common cafe with engagements in 
thofe times. 

TH E oreat prudence of Edward app~ared not only in obtaining this memor
able victory, but in the meafures, which he purfued after it. Not elated by his 
prefent profperity fo far as to expeCt the total conqueft of France or of any confi:.. 
derable provinces ; he propofed only to fecure an eafy entrance into that king;.. 
dom, which might afterwards open the way to more moderate advantages. He 
knew the extreme diftance of Guienne: He had experienced the difficulty and 

• Froiffart, liv. I. chap. 1 31. t FroifTart, liv. I. chap. 13 r. Knyghton, p. 2 5 83~ 
Froiif::rt, liv. 1. chap. 130. Walfingham, p. 166. § Knyghton, p. z588. 
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uncertainty of penetrating on the fide of the !m: countries, and had already loll: 
much of his authority over F landers by the dea h of Artevi!le, who had been 
murdered by th populace the mfelves, his former pl rtizans, on his attempting to 

transfer the fovereignty of that province to the prince of Vv'ales *. The King, 
therefore, limited his ambi ion to the conque!l: of Calais; and after the interval 
of a few days , vhic'.1 he employed in interring the !l• in, he marched with his 

viCtorious army, and prefented himfelf before that place. 
J on N o E V 1 EN NE, a valiant knight of B urgu nd y, was governor of Calais, and 

being fupplied w·~. every nece o·ary for defence, he encouraged the .townfmen to 
perform to the nmoft their duty to their King and country. Edward therefore, 

fenilble from the beginning, that it was in vain to attempt the place by force, 
propofed on ly to reduce it by famine: He chafe a fecure ftation for his camp; 
drew entrenchments around the whole city, raifed huts for his fo'diers, which 
he cov ,red with {haw or broom ; and provided hi army with all conveniencies, 
to make them end re the winter feafon, which was approaching. As the gover· 
nor foon perceived his intention, . he put out all the ufelefs mouths, which might 
con fume his provifions; and the King had the generofiry to allow thefe unhappy 
people to pafs thro' his camp, and he even fupplied them with money for their 

journey f. 
WHILE Edward was employed in this fiege, which continued near a twe ve .. 

n1onth, there paffed in different places many other events ; and all to the honour 

of the Eng\ifh arms. 
THE retreat of the duke of Normandy from Guienne left the earl of Derby 

mafter of the field ; and he was not negligent in making his advantage of the fu· 
periority. He took Mirebeau by affault: He made himfelf mafter of Lufignan 
in the fame manner: Tail 1ebourg and St. Jean d' Angeli fell into his har.ds: 
Poictiers opened its gates to him; and Derby having thus broke down all the fron

tiers on that quarter, carried his incurfions to the banks of the Loire, and filled 

that quarter of France with horrour and devaftation :1:· 
THE fhll}es of war were at the fame time kindled in Brittlny. Charles de 

Blois in yaded that prOvince with a confiderable army, and in vefted the fortrefs 
of Roche de 'Rien; but the countefs of Mountfort, reinforced by fome Englifh 
troops under Sir Thomas Dagworth, attacked him during the night in his en

trenchments, difperfed his army, and took himfelf prifoner §. His wife, by 
whom he enjo'yed his pretenfions to Btittany, compelled by the prefent necefiity, 

\ 

• Froiifart, liv. I. chap. II6. t Froii rt, liv. 1. chap. ·I33· t Froi:frart, lir. J, 

thap. 136. S Froifi~rt, Jiv. 1. chap. 1 4-3· Walfingham, p. 1 CS. Ypod Neull. p. 51 7• 118. took 
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ook on her the government of the party, and proved herfelf a rival in every Chap. XV. 

fhape and an antagonift to the countefs of Mountfort, both in the field and in 1
346• 

the cabinet. An~ while thefe heroic dames prefented this extraordinary fcene to 
the world, another princefs in England, of flill higher rank, !bowed herfelf no Iefs 
capable of exerting every manly virtue. 

THE Scottifh nation, after fupporting with incredible perfeverance, their liber- War with 

ties acrainft the fuperior force of the Englifh, recalled their King, David Bruce, in Scotland. 
0 . 

1342. Tho' that prince, neither by his age nor capacity, could bring them · 
great affiftance, he gave them the countenance of fovereign authority ; and as 
Edward's wars with France proved a great diverfion to his forces, they rendered 
the ballance more equal between the two kingdoms. ln all the truces, which 
Edward concluded with Philip, the King of Scotland was comprehended; and 
when Edward made his lart invafion upon France, David was ftrongly follicited· 
by his ally to break alfo the truce, and to invade the northern counties of Eng
land. The nobility of his nation beir.g always forward in fuch incurfions, David 
foon muftered a great army, entered Northumberland at the head of above 
5o,ooo nwn, and carritd his ravages and devaftati-. ns to the gates of Durham *. 
But queen Phillippa, affembling a body of little more than I 2,ooo men t, which 
fhe entrufted to the command of Jord Piercy, ventured to approach him at Ne
ville's Crofs near that city; and riding thro' the ranks of the army, exhorted 
every man to do his duty, and to take revenge on .thefe barbarous ravagers :f:: 
Nor could !he be perfuaded to leave the field, till the armies were on the point 17th oar. 
of engaging. The Scots have been often unfortunate in the great pitched bat-
tles, which they fought with the Englifh ; and that tho' they commonly declined 
fuch engagements where the fuperiority of numbers was not on their fide: But 
never did they receive a more fatal blow than the prefent. They were broke and 
chaced off the field.: Fifteen thoufand of them, fame hiftorians fay twenty thou-
fancl, were flain; among whom were Edward Keith, earl Marefchal, and Sir 
T. homas Charteris chancellor: And the King himfelf was taken prifoner, with C . . f 

. . . . aptrv1ty o 
the earls of Southerland, Ftfe, Montetth, Carnc, lord Douglas, and many other the King of 

noblemen §. Scots. 

PHILLIPPA, having fecured .her royal prifoner in the Tower ·a, croffed the fea 
at Dover ; and was received in the Englifh camp before Calais with all the tri
umph, which was due to her rank, her merit, and her fuccefs. This age wa'S 
the reign of chivalry and galla.ntry: Edward's court excelltd in thefe accompliih
tnents as much as in policy and arms : And if any thing could jul1ify the obfe-

• Froifi'art, liv. 1. chap. 137· t Froi!fa t, liv. 1. chap. IJ8. 1 Froiflart, liv. I. 

coop. 138. § Froiifart, liv. 1. chap. 139. 11 Rymer, vol. 5· p. 537· 
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Chap. XY. quious devotion then profeffed to the fair fex, it muft be the appearance of fucb 
•316• extraordinary women as fhone forth during that period. 

,
3
+
7

· THE town of Calais had been defended with remarl<;.able vigilance, conflancy 
Calais taken. and bravery by the townfmen, during a fiege of unufual length : But Philip, in

formed of their diftreft condidon, determined at lafi: to attempt their relief; 
and be approached the Engliih with an immenfe army, which the writers of 
that age make amount to 20o,ooo men. But he found Edward fo furrounded 
with moraffes, and fecured by entrenchments, that without running on inevitable 
deftruB::ion, he concluded it impoffible to make an attempt on the Engliih camp. 
He had no other refource than to fend his rival a vain challenge to m_eet him in 
the open field; which being refufed, he was obliged to decamp with his army,. 
and difperfe them into their feveral provinces*. 

JoHN DE VIENNE, the governor of Calais, now faw the neceffity of furrender
ing his fortrefs, which was reduced to the laft extremity by famine and the fa· 
tigue of the inhabitants. He appeared on the walls, and made a fignal to the Eng
lifh fentinels that he defited a conference. Sir Waiter Manny was fent to him by 
Edward. " Brave knight," cried_ the governor, " I have been entrufi:ed by my 
'' fovereign with the command of this town : It is _a}moft a year fince you be
" fieged me; and I have endeavoured, as well as thofe under me, to do our 
" duty. But you are acquainted with our prefent condition : We have no hopes 
" of relief; we are perifhing with hunger; I am willing therefore to furrender, 
" and defire, as the fole condition, to enfure the lives and liberties of thefe brave 
'' men, who have fo long lhared with me every danger and fatigue t. 

MANNY replied, that he was well acquainted with the King of England's in
tentions ; that that prince was incenfed againft the townfmen of Calais for their 
pertinacious reGftance, and for the evils which they had made him and his fub
jeB:s fuffer; that he was determined to take exemplary vengeance of them ; and 
would not receive the town on any conditions w ich fhould confine him in the 
puniihment of thefe offenders. " Confider," replied Vienne, " that this is not 
~' the treatment to which brave men are intit!ed : If any Englifh knight had been 
" in my fituation, your King would have expeCted the fame conduct from him. 
" The inhabitants of Calais have done for their fovereign what merits the efteem 
" of every prince ; much more of fo gaUant a prince as Edward. But I inform 
" you, that, if we n1uft peri!h, we fhall not periih unrevenged ; and that we 
'' are not yet fo reduced, but we can fell our lives at a hicrh price to the vie-

' b 

• Froj!fart, liv. I. chap. 144, 145. Avelbury, p. 161, x6z. t Froilfart1 liv. 1. chap. 146. 
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'' tors. It is the intereft of both fides to prevent thefe defperate extremities ; 
'' and I expeCt, that you yourfelf, brave knight, will interpofe your good offices 
" with your prince in our behalf." 

MANNY was frruck with the juftnefs of thefe fentiments, and reprefented to 
the King the danger of re~izals, if he fhould give fuch treatment to the inhabi
tants of Calais. Edward was at ]aft perfuaded to mitigate the rigor of the con
ditions demanded : He only infifted, that fix of the moft confiderable citizens 
fhould be fent him to be difpofed of as he thought proper ; that they !hould oome 
to his camp carrying the keys of the city in their hand, bareheaded and barefoot
ed, with ropes about their necks: And on thefe conditions, he promifed to fpare . 
the lives of all the remainder *. 

WHEN this intelligence was conveyed to Calais, it ftruck the inhabitants with 
new confternation. To facrifice fix of their fellow citizens to certain deftruction, 
for fignalizing their valour in a common caufe, appeared to them even more fevere 
than that general punifhment, with which they were before threatened; and they 
fvund themfelves incapable of coming to any refolution in fo cruel and diflrefsful 

· a fituation. At laft one of the principal inhabitants called Euftace de St. Pierre, 
whofe name deferves to be recorded, ltept forth, and declared himfelf willing to 

encounter death for the fafety of his friends and companions : Another, animated 
by his example, made a like generous offer : A third and a fourth prefented 
themfelves to the fame fate; and the whole number required was foon compleat
ed. Thefe fix heroic burgeffes appeared before Edward in the guife of malefac ... 
tors, laid at his feet the keys of their city, and were ordered to be led to execu. 
tion. It is furprizing, that fo generous a prince fhould ever have entertained fuclt 
a barbarous purpofe againft fuch men ; and frill more that he fhould ferioufly per
fift in the refolution of executing it t. But the entreaties -of his queen faved his 
memory from that infamy ·: She threw herfelf on her knees before him, and wit}~ 
tears in her eyes begged the lives of thefe citizens. I-Iaving obtained her requeft, 
ihe carried them into her tent, ordered a repaft to be fet before them, and 
after making them a prefent of money and cloaths, difmiffed them in fafecy t. 

Chap. XV. 
1347· 

THE King took poffeffion of Calais; and immediately executed an act of ri-
gor, more juftifiable becaufe more neceffary, than that which he had before re- 4tl1J\ug·. 

iolved on.. He knew, that, notwithftanding his pretended title to the crown 

• Froiff.·ut, liv. 1. chap. q6. 

1· This fiory of the fi, · burghers of Calais, like all other exlraordinnry fiories, is fomewk1t to fuf-
-petled; and fo rnu~h the more as Avefbury, p. 1b7, who is particular in his narration of the furrcn

der of Calais, fays nothing of it; and on the contrary extols in general th King's ger.eroftty and le-
lnty to the inhabitants. t Froifi:1r"t, liv. 1. chap. I 46. 
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of France, very Frenchman regarded him as a mortal enemy; and he therefore 

ordered all the inha~itants of Calais to evacuate the town, and he peopled it anew 

with Englifh; a policy which probably preferved fo long to his fucceffors the do

nlinion of that important fortrefs. He made it the ftaple of wool, leather, tin, 

and lead ; the four chief, if not the fo1e commodities of the kingdom, for which 

there was any demand in foreign markets. All the Englifh were obliged to 

bring thither thefe goods: Foreign merchants came to the fame place in order to 

purchafe them : And at a period, when pofl:s were not eftabliibed, and when the 

communication between ftates was fo imperfect, this infritution, tho' it hurt the~ 

navjgation of England, was perhaps of advantage to th€ kingdom. 

1348. THRO' the n1ediation of the Pope's legates, Edward concluded a truce with 

France; but even during this ceffation of arms, he had very nearly loft Calais, 

the fole ·fruit of all his boafted viCtories. The King had entrufl:ed that place to 

the command of Aimery de Pavie, an lta1ian, who had dilcovered bravery and 

cond.uet in the wars, but was utterly devoid of every principle of honour and 

fidelity. This man agreed to deliver up Calais for lhe fum of 2o,ooo crowns; 

and Geoffrey de Charni, who commanded the French forces in thofe quarters, 

and who knew, that, if he fucceeded in this fervice, he ihould not be difavowed, 

ventured, without confulting his mafl:er, to conclude the bargain with him. Ed

ward, informed of this treachery, by means of Aimery's fecretary, fummoned 

h1m over to London on other pretences ; and having charged him with the 

guilt, prom· fed him his life, but on condition, that he would turn the contriv·· 

ance to tll\~ deftruEtion of the enemy. The Italian eafily agreed to this double 

treachery. A day was appointed for the admiffion of the French; and Edward, 

having preFared a force of abouc a thoufand men,. under fir Waiter Manny, fe· 

cretly departed from London, carrying with him the prince of Wales; and without 

being fufpeCted, arrived the evu1ing before at Calais. He made a proper difpofition 

for the reception of the enemy; and k~pt all his forces and the garrifon under arms. 

On the appearance of Charni, a chofen troop of French foldiers was admitted at the. 

pofl:ern, and Aimery, receiving the ~tipulated fum, promifed, that with their affiftance 

he would immediately open the great gate to the army, who were waiting with im

patience for the fulfilling of his engagement. All the French, who entered, were 

immediately flain or taken prifoners : The great gate opened : Edward rufhed 

1349. forth with cries of battle and of victory : The French, tho' aftonilhc-d at this 

1ft January. event, behaved with valour: A fierce and bloody engagement enfued. As the 

n1orning broke, the King, who was not diftinguiJhed by his arms, and who 

fought as a private man under the ftandard of fir'w alter Manny, remarked a 

· 8 French 
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French gentleman, called Euftace de Ribaumont, who exerted himfe1f with fin gu
lar vigour and bravery; and he was feized with a del1re of tryi ng a fingle combat 
with him. He ftept forth from his troop, and challenging Ribaumont by name, 
(for he was known to him) began a iliarp and dangerous encounter. He was 
twice beat to the ground by the valour of the Frenchman : He twice recovered 
himfelf: Blows were redoubled with equal force on both fides : The viCtory was 
long undecided : Till Ribaumont, perceiving himfelf to be left almoft alone, 
called out to his antagonil1:, Sir knight, I yield myfelf your prifoner ;_ and at the 
fame time delivered his fword to the King. Moft of the French, being over· 
powered by numbers, and intercepted in their retreat, were either flain or tak
en pri foners * 

THE French officers, who had fallen inte the hands of the Englifh, we~e con
duCted into Calais; where Edward difcovered to them the antagonift with whom 
they had had the honour to be engaged, and treated them with great regard and 
courtefy. They were admitted to fup with the pnnce of Wales, and the Englilh 
nobility ; and after fupper, the King himfelf came into the apartment, and went 
about, converfing familiarly with one or other of his prifoners. He even ad
dreffed himfelf in a.n obliging manner to Charni, and avoided reproaching him 
with the treacherous attempt, which he had made upon Calais during the truce : 
But he openly beftowed the higheft encomiums on Ribaumont; called him the 
moft valorous knight whom he had ever been acquainted with ; and confeffed, 
that he had at no time been in fo great danger as when engaged in combat with 
him. He then took a ftring of pearl, which he wore about his own head, and 
throwing it over the head of Ribaumont, he faid to him, " Sir Eull:ace, I beftow 
" this prefent upon you, as a teftimony of my efteem for your bravery : And I 
" defire you to wear it a year for my fake : I know you to be gay and amorous; 
" and to take delight in the company of ladies and damfels: Let them all know 
" fron1 what hand you had the prefent : You are no longer a prifoner; I acquit 
" you of your ranfom ; and you are at liberty to morrow to difpofe of yourfelf 
" as you think proper." 

NOTHING <:an more evidently prove the vaft fuperiority of the nobility and 
g~ntry above all the other orders of men during thofe ages, than the extreme dif
ference which Edward made in his treatment of thefe French knights, and that of 
the fix citizens of Calais, who had exerted much more fignal bravery in a caufc 
much more juftifiable and more honourable. 

! Froilfart, liv. r. chap. 140} 141, 142. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

E D W A R D Ill. 

lnjlitutt.on of the garter-State if Prance-Battle of PoiC!iers____;, 

Capt£vity of the King of Prance-State of that kingdom-Inva-

Jion if Prance-Peace of Bretigni-State of Prance-Expe

dition into Cajlile-Rupture with Prance--Ill fuccefi of the Eng

lijh-Death of the prince if Wales--Death-and charaeler of 
the King-Mifcellaneous tranfaelions in this reign. 

T HE prudent conduCt and great fuccefs of Edward in his foreign wars ~ad 
excited a ftrong emulation and a military genius among the Engli!h nobi· 

lity ; and thefe turblllent barons, over-awed by the crown, gave now a more ufe

ful direct ion to their ambition, and attached themfel ves to a prince, who led them 

, 349. to the acquifition of glory and of riches. That he might further promote the fpi

rit of emulation and obedience, the King inftituted the order of the garter, in 

imitation of fome orders of a like nature, religious as well as military, which 

had been eftablifhed in different countries of Europe. The number received into 

I ft
. t' f this order confifted of twenty-four perfons, befides the foverei 0an ; and as it has 

n 1tu wn o 

... he garter. never been enlarged, this badge of diftinB:ion continues as honourable as at its 

firft inftitution, and is ftill a valuable, tho' a cheap, prefent, which the prince can 

,confer on his greateft fubjecrs. A vulgar ftory prevails, but is not fupported by 

.any antient authority, that, at a court-ball, Edward's miftrefs, commonly fup· 

pofed to be the countefs of Saliibury, dropt her garter; and the King, taking it 

up, obferved fome of the courtiers to fmile, as if he had not obtained this favour 

n1erely by accident: Upon which he called out, Honi foit qui mal y penft, Evil 

to him that evil thinks ; and as every incident of gallantry among thefe antient 

warriors was magnified into a matter of great importance *, he inftituted the 

* There was a fingular inftance about this time of the prevalence of chivalry and gallantry in the 

nations of Europe. A folemn duel of thirty knights againft thirty was fought between Bembrough, an 

·Englithman, and Beallmanoir, a Breton, of the party of Charles de Blois. The knigh :s of the two na

tions came into the field; and before the combat began, Beaumanoir called out, that it wouiU be feen that 

.day rwho ha.i the fa 'rejl m~lfrt;j'e!. After a bloody comJat the Bretons prevailed; and gained for their 

prize, full liberty to boa{l: of their miflreffes beauty. It is r~m :1.rkable, that two fuch famous generals 

as fir Robert Knolles, and fir Hu3h Calverley, drew t!1eir f.vords in this ridiculous conteft. See Pere 

Daniel, vol. 2. P· 5 36, 5 37, &c. The women not only infrigated the champions to thefe rough, if 

not bloody frays of tournament; but alfo frequented the tournaments during all the reign of Edward, 

wh0fe ipirit·of galJantry encouraged this praB:ice. See K.nyghton, p. 2 597. 
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order of the garter in 111emorial of this event, and gave thefe words as the motto Chap. XVI. of the order. This origin, tho' frivolous, is not unfuitable to the manners of the 1 349· 
times ; and it is indeed difficult by any other means to account either for the 
feem ingly unmeaning tern1s of the motto, or for the peculiar badge of the gar-
ter, which feems to have no reference to any purpofe either of military ufe or or
nament. 

BuT a fudden damp was thrown over this fefiivity and triumph of the court 
of England, by a deftruttive peftilence, which invaded that kingdom as well as 
the reft of Europe; and is computed to have fwept away above a fourth of the in
habitants in every country, which it attacked. It was probably more fatal in great 
cities than in the country ; and above fifty thoufand fouls are faid to have perifhed 
by it in London alone *· This ma1ady difcovered itfelf firft in the north of Afia, 
was fpread over all that country, made a progrefs from one end of Europe to ano
ther, and fenfibly depopulated every ftate thro' which it palfed. So grievous a 
calamity, more than any cordiality among the princes, ferved to maintain and 
prolong the truce between France and England. 

DuRING this truce, Phi lip de Valois died, without being able to re-ell:ablifh 135 
the affairs of France, which his bad fuccefs againft England had thrown into the 
moll: extreme diforder. This monarch, during the firft years of his reign, had 
obtained the appellation of Fortunate, and acquired the charaCter of prudent; 
but he ill maintained either the one or the other ; lefs from his own fault, than 
becaufe he was over-matched by the fuperior fortune and fuperior genius of Ed-
ward. But the incidents in the reign of his fon, John, gave the French nation 
reafon to regret even the calamitous times of his predeceffor. John was diftin
guifhed by many virtues, particularly a fcrupulous honour and fidelity : He was 
not deficient in perfonal courage : But as he wanted that mafterly prudence and 
forefight, which his difficult fituation required, his kingdom was at the fame time 
torn in pieces by inteftine commotions, and oppreffed with foreign wars.. The 

1 
:, 

thief fource of all its calamities, was Charles King of Navarre, who received the State~} epithet of the bad or wifked, and whofe actions fully entitled him to that appella-Franc~ 
tion. This prince was defcended of the blood royal of France ; his mother was 
a daughter of Lewis Hutin ; he had himfelf efpoufed a daughter of King John: 
But all thefe ties, vhich ought to have connected him with the throne, gave him 
only greater ability to fhake and over throw it. In his perfonal qualities, he was 

* Stow's Survey, p. 478. There were buried so,ooo bodies in one church-yard, which :fir Waiter Manny had bought for the ufe of the poor. The fame author fays, that there died above sc,ooo per
fons of the plague in Norwich, which is quite incredible. 

courteous, 
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Chap. XVI. courteous, affable, engaging, eloquent ; full of infinuation and addrefs ; ine"• 

1354-- hauftible in his refources; active and enterprizing. But thefe fplendid accom

plifuments were at the fame time attended with fuch defects, as rendered them per

nicious to his country, and even ruinous to himfelf: He was fickle, inconftant, 

faithlefs, revengeful, malicious : Reftrained by no principle or duty : Infatiable 

in his pretenfions: And whether fuccefsful or unfortunate in one enterprize, he im

n1ediately undertook another, in which he was never deferred from employing the 

n1oft criminal and motl dilhonourable expedients. 

THE confl:able, d'Eu, who had been taken priloner by Edward at Caen, re(;o

vered his liberty, on the promife of delivering to that prince, as his ranfom, the 

town of Ghilnes, near Calais, of which he was fuperior lord: But as John was 

offended at this ftipulation, which, if fulfilled, opened ftill farther that frontier to 

the enemy, and as he fufpeCted the confrable of more dangerous connexions with 

the King of England, he ordered him to be feized, and without any legal or for ... 

n1al trial, put him to death in prifon. Charles de la Cerda was appointed con

ftable in his place; and had a like fatal end : The King of N avarre ordered him 

to be affaffinated ; and fuch was the weaknefs of the crown, that this prince, in

ftead of dreading puni!hment, would not fo much as agree to afk pardon for his 

offence, but on condition, that he received an acceffion of territory, and had 

J oJ"m's fecond fon put into his hands, as a fecurity for his perfon, when he came 

to court, and performed this act of mock penitence and humiliation before King 

John*. 

-3))· THE two French princes feemed entirely reconciled; but this diffimulation, to 

which John fubmitted from neceffity, and Charles from habit, did not long conti ... 

nue; and the King of Navarre knew, that he had reafon to apprehend the mofl: fe

vere vengeance for the many crimes and treafons which he had already committed, 

and the ftil\ greater, which he intended to commit. To enfure hirnfelf of protec

tion, he entered into a fecret correfpondence with England, by means of Henry earl 

of Derby, no·N earl of Lancafter, who at that time was employed in fruitlefs nego .. 

tiations for peace in Avignon, under the mediation of the Pope. John difcovered 

this correfpondence; and to prevent the fatal effeCts of it, he fent down forces 

into Normandy, the chief feat of the King of Navarre's power, and attacked his 

caftles and fortreifes. But hearing that Edward had prepared an army to fupport his 

ally, he had the weaknefs to propofe an accornmooation with Charles, and even to 

gtve this traiterous fubject the fum of an hund Cl thoufand crowns, as the pur .. 

ch~Je of a feigned reconcilement, which rendered him fbll more dangerous.. The 

* Froiifart, liv. 1. chap. 1 +4· 
King 
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King-of Navarre, infolent from paft impunity, and defperate from the dangers, Chap. ·vi. 
which he apprehended, continued fiill his intrigues; and alfociating himfelf with 1 35 5· 

Geoffrey de Harcourt, who had received his pardon from Phiiip de Valois, but 

.perfevered fi:ill in his factious difpofitions, he encreafed the number of his parti-
zans in every part of the kingdom. Be even feduced ·by his addrefs, Charles, 
the King of France's elde.fl: fon, a youth of feventeen years of age, who was the 
firft that bore the appellation of Dauphin, by the re·-union of the province of 
Dauphiny to the crown. But this prince, being made fenfible of the danger and 
folly of thefe connexions, promifed to make atonement for the offence by the fa-
crifice of his alfociates; and in concert with his father, he invited the King of 
Navarre, and other noblemen of the party, to a feaft at Rolicn, where they were 
betrayed into the hands f John. Some of the moft obnoxious were immediately 
}ed to execution; the King of Navarre was thrown into prifon *: But this ftrol~c 
.of feverity in the King, and of treachery in the Dauphin, was far from proving 
deci!lve in maintaining the royal authority. Philip. of Navarre, brother to 
Charles, and Geoffrey d'Harcourt, put all the towns and cafi:les belonging to 

that prince in a pofture of defence; and had immediate recourfe to the prote-'1:ion 
of England in this defperate extremity. 

THE truce between the two kingdoms;which had always been very ill obfcrv'"'d 
on both fides, was now expired; and Edward was entirely free to fupport the French 
malecontents. Well pleafed, that the fa.:lions in France had at lafl gained him fome 
partizans in that kingdom, which his pretenfions to the crown had never been 
able to procure him, he propofed to attack his enemy both on the fide of Guienne," 
under the command of the prince of Vvales, and on that of Calais, in his own 
perfon. 

YouNG Edward arrived in the Garonne with his army, on board a fleet of three 
hundred faiJ, attended by the earls of Warwic, Salifbury, Oxford, Suffolk, and 
other Engli!h noblemen. Being joined by the valfals of Gafcony, he took the · 
field ; and as the prefent diforders in John's affairs prevented every proper plan of 

. .defence, he carried on with impunity his ravages and deva!l:ations, according to 
the mode of war in that age. He reduced all the villages and feveral towns in 
Languedoc to allies : He prefented himfelf before Tholoufe; paffed the Garronn~, 
and burned the fuburbs of Carcaffonne; advanced even toN arbonne, laying every 
thieo- wafte around him: And after an incurfion of fix weeks, returned with a 

0 

vaft booty and many prif"oners to Guienne, where he took up his winter quarters t. 
The conftable of Bourbon, who commanded in thofe provinces, rece' vcd crders, 

I 

• FroitTart, Iiv. 1. chap. 146. 

VoL. II. 
Avefbury, p. 243. 
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t Proifi"arc, liv. I. chap. 144, 146. 
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Chap. XVI. though at the head of a fuperior army, on no account- to run the hazard of a 

135 S· battle. "' 

THE King of England's incurfion from Calais was of the fame nature, and 

attended with the fame iffue. l-Ie broke into France at the head of a numerous 

army ; to whom he gave a full licence of plundering and ravaging the open coun .. 

try. l-Ie advanced to St. Omer, where the King of France was pofled; and on 

the retreat of that prince, fo~owed hin1 to Hefdin *. John frill kept at a dif

tance, and declined an engagement: But in order to fave his reputation, he fenl 

Ed ward a challenge to fight a pitched battle with him ~ an ufual bravado in that 

age, derived from the praCtice of fingle combat, and ridiculous in the art of war. 

1'he King, finding no fincerity in this defiance, retired to Calais, and thence 

went over to England, in order to defend that kingdom againil: a threatened inva

fion of the Scots. 

THE Scots, taking advantage of the King's abfence, and that of the military 

po , .... r of England, had furprized Berwic ; and had collected an army with a view 

of entenng and committing ravages upon the northern provinces : But on the 

approach of Edward, they abandoned that place, which was not tenable, while 

the cafile was in the hands of the Engli!h; and retiring to their mountains, gave 

the enemy a full liberty of burning and deftroying the whole country from Ber .. 

wic to Edinburgh t. Baliol attended Edward on this expedition; but finding, 

that his conftant adherence to the Engli!h had given his countrymen an uncon

querable averfion to his title, and that he himfelf was declining through age and 

infirmities, he finally refigned into the King's hands his pretenfions to the crown 

of Scotland :J:, r.nd received in lieu of them, an annual penfion of 2000 pounds, 

with which he palfed the remainder of his life in privacy and retirement. 

DuRING thefe military operations, Edward received information of the encreaf

ing diforders in France, arifing from the feizure of the King of Navarre; and he 

1ent Lancafter at the head of a fmall army, to fupport his partizans in Normandy. 

The war was conducted with various fuccefs; but chiefly to the difadvantage of 

the French malecontents ; till an important event happened in the other quarter 

of the kingdom, which had well nigh proved fatal to the monarchy of France, 

and threw every thing into the utmoft confufion. 

THE prince of Wales, , encouraged by the fuccefs of the preceding campaign, 

took the field with an army, w h' eh no hiftorian makes amount to above 1 z,ooo 

• Froiffart, liv. I. chap. J 44· Avefbury, p. 206. Walfing. p. 17 I. 

t Rymcr, vol. 5· p. 823. Ypod Neuft p. 521. 

1 

t W al.fing. p. 1 71. 

men, 



EDWAH.D III. 2. I I 

men, and of which not a third were Engli!h ; and with this fmall body, he ven- Chap. xvr. 
1356. tu red to penetrate into the heart of France. After ravaging the Agenois, ~1ercy, 

and the Limoufin, he entered the province of Berry ; and n1ade fomc attacks, 
tho' without fuccefs, on the towns of Bourges and Hfoudun. It appear d, that 
his intentions were to march into Norn1andy, and join his forces to thofe of the 
duke of Lancafter, and the partizans of the King of N avarre ; but finding all 
the bridges on the Loire broke down, and every pafs carefully guarded, he wa., 
obliged to think of making his retreat into Guienne *. He found this refolution 
the more necelfary, from the intelligence which he received of the King of 
France's motions. That monarch, provoked at the infult offered him by this 
incurfion, and entertaining hope~ of fuccefs from the young prince's temerity, 
colleCted a great army of above 6o,ooo men, and advanced with hafry marches 
to intercept his enemy. The prince, not aware of John's near approach, loft 
fome days, on his retreat, before the caftle of Remorantin t ; and thereby gave 

• 

the French an opportunity of overtaking hin1. They came within fight at Mau- BattleofPoic.: 
pertuis near PuiB:iers; and Edward, fenfible that his retreat was now become im- tiers. .. 

praCticable, prepared for battle with all the courage of a young hero, and with 
all the prudence of the oldeft and mofi: experienced commander. 

BuT the utmofi: prudence and courage would have proved infufficient to fave 
him in this extremity, had the King of France known how to make ufe of his prc
fent advantages. His vaft fuperiority in numbers enabled him to furround the 
enemy; and by intercepting all their provifions, which were already become fc~rce 
in the Engli!h camp, to reduce this fmall army, without a blow, to the neceffity 
of furrendering at difcretion. But fuch was the impatient ardour of the· French 
nobility, and fo much had their thoughts been bent on overtaking the Englilh as 
their fole objeCt, that this idea never ftruck any of the comn1anders ; and they 
immediately prepared themfelves for the alfault, as for a certain viCtory. While 
the French army was drawn up in order of battle, they were ftopped by the ap-· 
pearance of the cardinal of Perigord ; who, having learned the approach of the two 
armies to each other, had haftened, by interpofing his good offices, to prevent 
any farther effufion of Chriftian blood. Br, John's permiffion, he carried pro
pofals to the prince of Wales; and found him fo fenfible of the bad poflure of 
h "s affairs, that an accommodation feemed not impracticable. Edward told him, that 
he would agree to any terms confifi:ent with his own honour and that of England; 
and he offered ro purchafe a retreat by refigning all the conquefts, which he had 
made during this and the former campaign, and by fi:ipuJating not to ferve againft 
France during the courfe of feven years. But John, 1magining that he had 

"" W.Jfing. p. 171. i· Froitrart, liv. I. chap. rs8. Walfing. p. 171· 
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u. r I. now go into his hanGs a fufficient pledge for the reftitution of Calais, re uirer • 

:i~ 56· t t Ed·var fhould furrender himfelf prifoner with an hundred of his atte dants; 

and offered on thef(" terms a fafe retreat to the Engli!h army. The prince rejeEte 

the propofal wit.l difdain ; and declared, that W1 atever fortune fuo Id attend him,. 

England fhould never be obliged to pay the price of his ranfom. This refol te 

anf· ·er cut off all hopes of accommodation; but as the day v.as already fpent in 

negoc1ating, the battle \'a delayed till the next morning ~. 

THE cardin 1 of Perigord, as all the prelates of the cou of Rome, was ex

tre 11ely att~ched to the French caufe; but the moft determined enemy could not 

ha 'e co 1trivcd a greater prejudice to John ·s affairs, than he did then1 by this 

~9 "ft. lay. The prince of\ a es had 1eifure, during the night, to ftrengthen, by new 

entrenchm nt , the pofr which he had before fo judiciou y chofen ; and he con

trive an ambufh of 300 men ·at arms, and as many archers, · horn I e put under 

the com 1,and of the Captal de Buche, and ordered to make a circuit, that they 

nl· ght fall on th~ fl:1nk or rear of the French army during the engagement. The 

van of his army was commanded by the earl of \Varwic, the rear by the earls of 

a,:1bury and Suffolk, the main body by the prince himfelf. The lords Chandos, 

udeley, and n1any other brave and experienced commanders, were at the head of 

· Iferent corps of his arm) . 

JoH~ alfo arranged his forces in three divifions, nearly equal: Tl e firfl: was 

omtn nded by the d 1 -e of Orleans, the King's brother ; the fecond by the Dau

p in attended with his two younger brothers; the third by the King hin1felf, 

, o I ad y hi fi e Philip his fourth fon and favourite, then about fourteen years 

of age. There was no reaching the Englilh army but thro, a narrow 

ano, cove ed on each fide by hedges; and in order to open this paffage, the 

n1 refchalc::, Andrehen and Clermont, were ordered to ad\'ancc with a feparate de· 

t eh me 1t of men at arms. \i hi e they marched aiong the lane, a body of En

-glt1b archers, who lined the hedges, plyed them on each fide with their ar o ~s; 

:. d b .. ing very near them, yet placed in perfeB: fafety, they coolly took their aim 

ag inft the enemy, and malfacred them \Vith impunity. The French detac. • 

n1ent, n1uch difcouraged with the unequal fight, and dimini.!hed in their num

ber, arrived at the en I of the lane, where they met· on the open grounds the 

rin_ce of\ ales himfelf, at tl e head of a chofen body, ready for their reception. 

1~hey \~ere difcomfited and overthrown: One of the marefchals was 11ain; ano

ther taken pri one : And the remainder of the detachment, who were ftifl in the 

a ne, and pofed to the ihot of the enemy, without being able to make refift-

Fr itfart, liv. I. clap. Itl • 
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1ce, recoi ed upon their own army, and put every thing into difor :er*. In Chap. XVI. 

t at crit"cal -aoment, the Captal de Buche unexpectedly appeared, and attacke 1356
• 

in flan the Dauphin' line, v ich fell into fome confufiun. Landas, Bodenai 
and St. V en nt, to whom the care of that young prince and his brothers had been 
comrnit~"ed, too anxious for their charge or for their own fafe~r, carried them off 
the field to Chauvigny, and fet the examp e of fligh~, w ich \'as fo lowed, by 
th t whole diviflon. The duke of Orlear1s, feize ~j~. a E 'e panic, and ·m a~ 
ginin(l' all was loft, thought no onger of fighting,. bu: carried off his div· fion ..... \:). 

by a retreat, hich foon rurned a1fo into a flight. T e lord Chandos called out 
to the prince, tha;: t. e da ' was '"On; and e .couraged him to at~ack the divifion, 
:Jd-r King John, w 1ich, tho' more n mere s than t e who e Englifn army, 
vere fame at difmayed wi h the precipitate frght of their companions. John 

here made the utmoft efforts to retrieve by his valour, what his imprudence had 
betrayed ; and the only refinance made that day was by his line of batt1e. The 
prince of \Vales fell with impetuofity on fome German cavalry laced in the 
front, and commanded by the counts of Sallebruche, T do, and ~ ofto : A fierce 
battle enfued : The one fide were encouraged by the near profpeB: of fo great a 

viB:ory : The other fide were retained by the fuame of quit ing he field to an 
enemy fo much inferior: But t' e three German generals, together with the duke 
of Athens, conft ble of France, falling in battle, that body of cavalry gave way, 
and left die King himfelf expo fed to the whoie fury o( the enemy. The ranks 
were every moment thinned around him : The nobles, fell by his fide, one after 
another : H' s fon, fcarce fourteen y~ars of age, received a v, ound, hi1e he was 
figL t" ng valiantly in defence of his father : The King himfdf, fpent ith fa
tigue, and overwhelmed by nun1bers, might eafily have been difpatched ; but 
e 7ery Eng i!h gent eman, ambitious of taki g aliv the royal prifoner, fpared 
him in the action, called to hin1 to furrender himfe f, and offered him quarter: 
Several, who attempted to feize him, fuffered for their temerity. He frill cried 
out, FVhere is my coufin, the prince of Wales ; a d fee nea unwilling to become pri-
fi ner to any perfon of inferior rank. But being told-, that the prince was at a Capti ity of 

·great diftance on the field, he threw down his gaun let, and yielded himfelf to the King of. 

Dennis de Morbec, a knight of Arras, who had been obliged to fly his country France. 

for murder. His fon as taken ith him t. 
THE prince of Wales, who had been carried away in purfuit of the flying ene

my, finding the field entirely clear, ha ordered a tent to be pitched, and wa'S 
repofing himfelf after the toils of battle; enqu"ring ftill with great anxiety con
e rning the fate of the French monarci. He d"fpatched he earl of War ~ic. to 

Froiffart, Ev. I. c. ap. x6z. t Rymer, vo •. 6. p. 72, 154· Froiif.-ut1 liv. I. chap.164. 
bring 
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Chap. X ·1. bring him intelligence, and that nobleman came hap1)il y in time to fave the life 

1 356• of the captive pri ce, which was expofed to greater danger than it had been dur

ing the heat of action. The Englifh had taken him by violence from Morbec : 

The Gafcons c.aimed the honour of detaining the prifoner : And fome brutal 

foldiers, rather than yield the prize to their rival-:, had threatened to put him to 

death*. W arwic overawed both parties, and approaching the King with great 

den1onftrations of refpeCt, offered to conduct him to the prince's tent. 

HERE commences the real and truly admirable heroifm of Edward: For vic

tories are vulgar things in comparifon of that moderation and humanity difcover .. 

ed by a young prince of twenty feven years of age, not yet cooled from the fury 

of battle, and elated by as extraordinary and as unexpected fuccefs as had ever crown

ed the arms of any general. He came forth to meet the captive King with ail 

the figns of regard and fympathy; adminiftered comfort to him amidft his mif

fortunes; paid him the tribute of praife due to his valour; and afcribed his own 

victory merely to the blind chance of war or to a fuperior providence, which con

trouls all the efforts of human force and prudence t. The ber.aviour of John 

fhowed him not unworthy of this courteous treatment : His prefent abject for

tune never made him forget a 11101nent that he was a King : More fenfibJe to 

Edward's generofity than to his own calamities, he confeffed, that, f.lotwith

ftanding his defeat and captivity, his honour was frill unimpaired; and that, if 

he yielded the victory, it was at leaft gained by a prince of fuch confummate va

lour and humanity. 

Eow AR o ordered a magnificent repaft to be prepared in his tent for the prifo- _ 

ners; and he himfelf ferved the royal captive's table, as if he had been one of his 

retinue : He flood at the King's back during the meal ; conftantly refufed to take 

a place at table ; and declared, that, being a fubject, he was too well acquainted 

with the diftance between his own rank, and that of royal majefty, to affume fuch 

freedom. All his father's pretenfions to the crown of France were now buried 

in oblivion : John in captivity received the honours of a King, which were re

fufed him, when fcated on the throne : His n1isfortunes, not his title, were re

fpeaed: ·And the French prifoners, conquered by this elevation of mind, more 

than by their late difcomfiture, burft out into tears of joy and admiration ; which 

were only checked by the reflection, that fuch genuine and unaltered heroifm in 

an enemy muft certainly in the iffue prove but the more dangerous to their native 

country :J:. 
* Froi!fart, liv. t. chap. 164. t Paull, CEmil. p. 197· :t Froilfart, liv. I. chap. 168. 
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ALL ·the Engliih and Ca on knights imitated the generous example fet the1n Chap. xvr. 
by their prince. The calJU\' s were ev<. ry where treated with humanity, and were 1356. 

foon after difmiff'ed on payinJ . 1oderate ranfoms to the perfons into whofe hands 
they had fallen. Th~ extent of their fortunes was confidered, and no more was 
exaCted of· them than what would frill leave them fufficient to enable them, for 
the future, to perform their military fervice in a manner fuitable to their rank 
and quality. Yet fo numerous were the noble prifoners, that thefe ranfoms, join-
ed to . the fpoils of the field, were fufficient to enrich the prince's army ; and as 
they had fuffi red ve'"y little in the action, their joy and exultation was compleat. 

T HE prince of r ales conduCted his prifoner to Bourdeaux ; and not being pro
vided of forces fo numerous as might enable him to pulh his prefent advantages, 
he concluded a two years truce with France*, which was alfo become requilite, 
that he might conduCt the captive King with fafety into England. l-Ie landed 

24 
h1 :tJI~. 

at Southwark, and was 1net by a prodigious concourfe of people, of all ranks • 
and ftations. The, prifoner was clad in royal apparel, and mounted on a white 
ftee , d1ftinguifhed by its fize and beauty, and by the richnefs of its furniture. 
1: 1 e conqueror rode by his fide in a meaner attire, and carried by a black pal- · 
.cry. In this fituation, much more glorious than all the infolent parade of a Ra-

n triumph, he paffed thro' the ftreets of London, and prefented the King of 
Fr.m e o 1is father, who advanced to meet him, and received him with the 
f: c r ~fy, as if he had been a neighbouring potentate, who had voluntarily 

pay him a friendly vi fit t. It is impoffible, in reflecting on this noble 
conduc ot to perceive the advantages which refulted from the otherwife whim
fical principles of chivalry, and which gave men in thofe rude times fame fupe
riority even over people of a more cultivated age and nation. 

THE King of France, befides the generous treatment which he met with in 
England, lud the melanc~oly confolation of the wretched, to fee their compa
nions in affiiction. The King of Scots had been eleven years a captive in Ed
ward's han is ; and th good fortune of this monarch had reduced at once the two 
neighbouring pot(;ntates, with whom he was engaged in war, to be prifoners in 
his capital. But Edward, finding that the conqueft of Scotland was no wife ad
vanced by the captivity of its fovereign, and that the government, conducted 
by Robert Stuart, his heir and nephew, was frill able to defend itfelf, confented 
to rdl:ore David Bruce to his liberty, for the ranfom of Ioo,ooo marks fterling; 
and that prince delivered the fans of all his principal nobility, as hofiages for the 
payment :f:. 

• Rymer, vol. 6. p. 3· + Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 173 .. 
.._6, sz., s6. Froiffart, li.v. I. chap. 174:· Walfingham, p. 173· 
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MEANWHILE, the captivity of John, joined to the preceding d.iforders of the 

French government, had produced in that country a diffolution, almoft total, of 

.. civil authority, and had occafioned confufions, the m oft horrible and deftruC\:ive, 

which had ever been experienced in any age or in any nation: The Dauphin, 

now about eighteen years of age, naturally affumed · the royal power during his 

father's captivity ; but tho' endowed with excellent abilities, even in fuch early 

years, he poffeffed neither the experience nor authority requifite to defend a ftate, 

affailed at once by foreign power and 1haken by internal factions. In order to 

obtain fupply, he affembled the ftates of the kingdom : That affembly, inftead 

of fupporting his adminiftration, were themfelves feized with the fpirit of confu

fion, and laid hold of the prefent opportunity to demand limitations of the prince's 

power, the punifhment of paili 1nal verfations, af.ld the liberty of the King of 

Navarre. Marcel, provoft of the mer-chants and firft: magiftrate of Paris, put 

himfelf at the head of the unruly populace ; and from the violence and temerity of 

his charaCter, pufl1ed them to commit the moft criminal outrages againft the roy

al authority. They detained the Dauphin in a fort cf captivity ; they mur

dered in his prefence Robert de Clermont and John de Con flans, marefchals of 

France ; they threatened all the other minifters with a like fate; and when Charles, 

who was obliged to temporize and diffemble, made his efcape from their hands, 

they levied war againft him, and openly ereB:ed the ftandard of rebellion. The 

other cities of the kingdom, in imitation of the capital, fhook off the Dauphin's 

authority ; took the government into their own hands; and fpread the difor

der into every province. The nobles, whofe inclinations led them to adhere to 

the crown, and were naturally difpofed to check thefe tumults, had loft all their 

influence ; and being reproached with cowardice on account of the bafe defertion 

of their fovereign in the battle of PoiB:iers, were treated w·ith uni verfal contempt 

by the inferior orders. The troops, who, from the deficiency of pay, were no longer 

retained in difcipline, threw off all regard to their officers, fought the means of fubfift,. 

ance by pillage and robbery, and affociating to then1 all the diforderly people, with 

which that age abounded, formed numerous bands, which infefted all quarters of 

the kingdom. They laid the open country defolate ; burned and plundered the 

villages; and by cutting off all means of communication or fubfiftence, reduced 

even the inhabitants of the walled towns to the moft extreme neceffity. The pea

fants, formerly op >reffed, and now left unprotetl:ed, by their mafters, became def

.perate from their prefent mifery; and rifing every where in arms, carried to the 

Jail: extremity thofe diforders, which were derived from the fedition of the citizens 

and difbanded fo,ldiers *. The gentry, hated for their tyra.nny, were every where 

* Froi.!fart, liv. 1. chap. xSz, z83, ISf. 
expo fed 
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expo1ed to the violence of popular rage; and infread of meeting with regard for 

their paft dignity, became only, on that account, the object of more wanton 

infult to the mutinous peafants. They were hunted like wild bea(!s, and put to 

the fword without mercy: Their caftles were confumed with fire, and levelled to 

the ground : Their wives and daughters were firft ravi!hed, and then murder

ed : The favages proceeded fo far as to impale fome gentlemen, and roaft thern 

alive before a flow fire : A body of nine thoufand of them broke into Meaux, 

where the wife of the Dauphin with above 300 ladies had taken fhelter: The 

moft brutal treatment and moft atrocious cruelty were juftly dreaded by this help· 

lefs company: But the Captal de Buche, tho' in the fervice of Edward, yet moved 

by generofity and by the gallantry of a true knight, flew to their relief, and beat 

off the peafants with great fiaughter. In other civil wars, the oppofite factions, 

falling under the government of their feveral leaders, commonly preferve fl:ill 

the veftige of fome rule and order : But here the wild ftate of nature feemed to 

be renewed: Every man was thrown loofe and independant from his fellows : 

And the great multitude of people, which had arifen from the preceding police 

of civil fociety, ferved only to encreafe the horrour and confufion of the 

fcene. 
AMIDST thefe diforders, the King of Navarre made his efcape from prifon, 

and prefented a dangerous leader to the furious malecontents *. But the fplen

did•talents of this prince qualified him only to do mifchief, and to encreafe the pub

lic confufions : He wanted the fteddinefs and prudence requifite for making hi; 

intrigues fubfervient to his ambition, and forming his numerous partizans into a 

regular faction. He revived his pretenfions, fomewhat obfolete, to the crown 

of France ; and indeed, if female fucceffion was to be admitted, his n1othcr, the 

daughter of Lewis Hutin, brought him undoubtedly the only lawful title, and 

ftood before !fabella, the n1other of Edward, in the courfe of defcent. But w ile 

he advanced this claim, he relied entirely on his alliance with the Englilh, who 

were concerned in intereft to difappoint his pretenfions, and who, being public 

and inveterate enemies to the ftate, ferved only, by the friend!hip which they feem

ingly bore him, to render his caufe the more odious; And in all his operations, he 

acted more like a leader of banditti, than one who afpirecl to be the head of a ·egu

lar government, and who was engaged by his ftation to endeavour the re-efl:a

blilliment of order in the community. 

THE eyes, therefore, of all the French, who wi!hed to reftore peace to their 

n1iferable and defolated country, were turned towards the Dauphin ; and that 

• Froiffart, liv. r. chap. 181. 

VoL. II. F f young 

Chap. XVI. 
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young prince, tho' not remarkable for his military talents, po!feifed fo much 

prudence and fpirit, that he gained daily the ~fcendant over all his ene

mies. Marcd, the feditious provofr, was Oain, while he was aLtempttng to de

liver the city to the King of Navarre and the Englifh; and the capital immedi

ately returned to its duty *. The m oft confiderable bodies of the n1utinous pea~ 

fants were diffipated, and put to the fword : Some bands of military robbers un

derwent the fame fate: And tho' n1any grievous diforders frill remained, France 

began gradually to affume the face of a regular civil government, and to form 

fome plan for its defence and fecurity. 

DuRING the confufion in the Dauphin's affairs, Edward feemed to have a fa .. 

vourable opportunity of pufhing his conqudl:s : But befides that his hands were 

tied by the truce, and he could only affifl: underhand the faction of N avarre; the 

ftate of the Englifh finances and military power during thofe ages rendered the 

kingdom incapable of making any regular or fteddy effort, and obliged it to ex~ 

ert its force at very diftant intervals, by which all the projected ends were com

Jnonly difappointed. Edward en1ployed himfelf, during a conjuncture fo in

viting, chiefly in negotiations with his prifoner; and John had the weaknefs 

to fign terms of peace, which, had they taken effect, muft have totally ruined 

and difi11embered his kingdom. He agreed to reftore all the provinces, which 

had been poffeffed by Henry If. and his two fons, and to annex them for ever 

to England without any obligation of homage or fealty on tlie part of the En-

li!h monarch. But the Dauphin and-the ftates of France rejected this treaty, 

fo di!honourable and pernicious to the kingdom t ; and Edward, on the expira

tion of the truce, having now, by fubfidies and frugality, collected fome trea

fure, prepared himfelf for a new invafion of France. 

THE great authority and renown of the King and the prince of Wales, the 

fplendicl fuccefs of their former enterprizGs, and the certain profpeB: of plunder 

from the defencelefs provinces of France, foon brought toge her all the military 

. power of EngLlnd ; and the fame motives invited to Edward's ftandard all the 

hardy adventurers of the different countries of Europe t. He paffed over to 

Calais with an arn1y of IOo,ooo men ; a force, whicH the Dauphin could not 

pretend to withftand in the open field : And he therefore prepared himfelf to 

elude a blow, which it was impoffible for him to refift. He put all the confider

able towns in a pofture of defence; ordered them to be fupplied \Vith magazines 

and provifions ; difl:ributed proper garrifcns in all places; fecured every thing 

=r- Froi!fart, liv. 1 . chap. 187. t Froiifart, liv. I. chay. 201. 

2 

:t Froiifart, liv. 1. chap. 205. 
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valuable in the fortified cities: and chofe his own ftation at Pads, with a ·view of Chap. XVI. 

allowing the enemy to ~afte their fury on the open cot·ntry. 

THE King, aware of this plan of defence, was obliged to carry along with hhn J 351 . 

fix thoufand wa~gons loaded with the provifions neceffary for the fubfifrance of 4th Novr. f 

h. Af . 1 . f p· d 1 d d . Ch fn vafio o Is army. ter ravagmg t 1e pr0vmce o tear y, 1e a vance mto am- France. 

pagne ; and having a fi:rong defire of being crowned King of France at Rheims, 
the ufual place in which that ceremony is performed, he laic-1 fiege to the city, 
and carried on his attacks, tho' without fuccefs, for the fpace of feven weeks*. The 
place wac: bravely defended by the inhabitant~, encouraged by the exhortations of the 
archbifhop, John de Craon; till the advanced feafon (for this expedition was en- t 36o. 

tered u on in the beginning of winter) obliged the King to raife the fiege. The 
provinc-- of Champagne, meanwhile, was laid defo1ate by his incurfions; and he 
t. ence conducted his army, with a like intent into Burgundy. He took and pil~ 
la._ ed Tonnerre, Gaillon, Avalon, and other fmall places; but the duke of Bur .. 
gu d y, that he 1night preferve his country from farther ravages, confented to pay 
hin .. he fum of Ioo,ooo noblest. Edward then bent his march towards the 
Nive ois, which faved itfelf by a like compofition: He laid wafte the Brie and the 
Gatino· ; and after a long march, very deftruCl:ive to France, and fomewhat ruinous 
to his own roops, he appeared befo.re the gates of Paris, and taking up his quarters 
at Bourg-la Reine, extended his army to Long·jumeau, Mont-rouge and Vau-
girard. I e tried to provoke the Dauphin to hazard a battle, by fending him a 
defiance; but could not make that prudent prince change his plan of operations. 
Paris was fafe from the danger of an affault by its numerous garrifon ; from that 
of a o!ockade by its vell fupplied magazines ; and as Edward could not fubfi!l: 
his own army in a country, wafted by foreign and domeflic enemies, and left al-
fo empty by the precaution of the Dauphin, he was obliged to remove his quar-
ters, and he fpread his army into the provinces of Maine, Beaulfe, and the Char-
traine, which were abandoned to the fury of their devafi:ations :J:. rrhe only re-
pofe which France experienced was du~ing the feftival of Eafter, when the King 
ftot p(·d the courfe of his ravages; For fuperftition can fometimes refirain the rage 
of mr1n, which neither juftice nor humanity is able to controul. 

vV H ILE the war was carried on in this ruinous manner, the negotiations for 
pe1ce were never interrupted : But as the King ftill infified on the full execution 
of the treaty, which he had made with his prifoner at London, and which was 

ftrenuoul y rejected by the nauphin, there appeared no likelihood of an accom-

• Frolllart, liv. 1. chap. 208. Walfingharn, p. 174· 
fingham, p. 1 7 4• t Walfingharn, p. I 7). 

t Rymer, vol. 6. p. Iti. VY'al-
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modation. The earl, now duke of Lancafter (for this title was introduced into 

England during the prefent reign) endeavoured to foften the rigor of thefe terms, 

and to· terminate the war on more equal and reafonable conditions. He infifted 

vith Edward, that, notwithftanding his great and furprizing fucceffes, the ob

ject of the war, if fuch was to be efteemed the acquiiltion of the crown of France, 

was not become any nearer than at the commencement of it; or rather, was fet 

at a greater difl:ance by thofe very viB:ories and advantages, which feemed to lead 

to it. 1 'hat his clain1 of fucceffion had not from the firft procured him one par

tizan in the kingdom ; and the continuance of thefe deftruB:ive hoftilities had 

11nited every Frenchman in the moft implacable animofity againft him. That 

rho' inteftine faction had crept into the government of France, it was abat· 

ing every moment; and no party, even during the greateft heat of the conteft, 

when fubjection under a foreign enemy ufually appears preferable to the do

minion of fellow citizens, had ever adopted the pretenfions of the King of England. 

That the King of Navarre himfelf, who alone was allied with the Englifh, inftead 

ef being a cordial friend, was Edward's mofl: dangerous rival, and in the opinion of 

his partizans appeared to poffefs a much preferable title to the crown of France. That 

the prolongation of the war, however it might enrich the ,Englifh foldiers, was 

ruinous to the King himfelf, who bore all the charges of the armament, without reap .. 

ing any folid or durable advantage from thence. That if the prefentdifordersofFrance 

continued, that kingdom would foon be reduced to fuch defolation as to afford 

no fpoils to its ravagers ; if it could eftablifu a more fteady government, it 

might turn the chance of war in its favour, and by its fuperior force and ad

vantages be able to repel the prefent victor~. That the Dauphin, even during 

his greateft difl:reffes, had yet conducted himfelf with fo much prudence as to 

prevent the Englifh from acquiring one foot of land in the kingdom; and it 

were better for the King to accept by a peace what he had in vain attempted to 

acquire by hoftilities, which, however hitherto fuccefsful, had been extremely 

expenfive, and might prove very dangerous. And that Edward having acquired 

fo much glory by his arms, the praife of moderation was the only honour, which 

he could now afpire to; an honour fo much the greater, that it was durable, 

was united with that of prudence, and might be attended with the moft real 

advantages t. 
THESE reafons induced Edward to accept of more equitable terms of peace; 

and it is probable, that, in order to palliate this change of refolution, he afcrib

ed it to a vow, made during a terrible tempeft which attacked his army on their 

march, and which the antient hiftorians reprefent as the caufe of this fudden ac-

~ Froifrart, liv. 1 «;hap. z 1 1. eo m .. 
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commodation *=·. The conferences between the Englifh and French commiffioners Chap. XVI. 

were carried on during a few days at Bretigni in the Chartraine, and the peace 1 36
Q· 

was at !aft concluded on the following conditions t: It was ftipulated, that King Sth Maj'. 

John !hould be rcfl:ored to his liberty, and fhould. pay as his ranfom three millions _ 

of crowns of gold, about 1,5oo)ooo pounds of our prefent money t; which was 
to be difcharged at different payments: That Edward fhould for ever renounce 

~11 claim to the crown of France, and to the provinces of Normandy, Maine, 

Touraine, and Anjou, poffelfed by his anceftors ; and fhould receive in exchange 

the provinces of PoiCtou, Xaintonge, 1' Agenois, Perigort, the Limoufin, ~ercy, 

Rovergue, l' Angoumois, and other dift:riCts in that quarter, together with Calais, 
Guifnes, Montreuil, and the county of Ponthieu, on the other fide of France: 

That the full fovereignty of all thefe provinces, as well as t-hat of Guienne, fhould 
be vefted in the crown of England, and that France fhould renounce all title to 
feudal jurifdietion, homage, or appeal from them : That the King of Navarre 
fhould be reftored to all his honours and pofieffions: That Edward fhould renounce 
his confederacy with the Flemifh, John his connexions with the Scots : That the 
difputes concerning the fucceffion of Brittany, between the families of Blois and · 

Mountfort, !hould be decided by arbiters, appointed by the two Kings, and if 
the competitors refufed to fubmit to the fentence, the difpute !hould no longer be 

a ground of war between the kingdoms: And that forty hoftages, fuch as !hould 

be agreed on, 1hould be fent to England as a fecurity for the execution of all 
thefe conditions §. 

IN confequence of this treaty of peace, the King of France was brought over to St~ July. 

Calais; whither Edward alfo foon after arrived : And both princes there folemnly 

• Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 2II. t Rymer, vol. "6. p. I 78. Froifiart, liv. I. chap. z 12• 

t This is a prodigious fum, and probably near the half of what the King received from the p::dia
ment during the whole courfe of his reign. It muft be remarked, that a tenth and fifteenth (which was a!- · 

ways thought a high grant) were, in the eighth year of his reign, fixed at about 29,ooo pound~ : There 

were about 3o,ooo facks of wool exported every year : A fack of wool was at a medium fold for five 

pounds. Upon thefe fuppofitions it would be eafy to compute all the parliamentary grants, taking the 

lift as they ftand in Tyrrel, vol. 3· p. 780: Tno' much mutt flill be left to conjeCture. ThiJ King 1c
vied more money from his fubjeCls than any of his predcceffors; and the parliament frequent!)' com

plain of the poverty of the people, and the oppreffions under which they laboured. But it is to be 

~ remarked, that the half of the French K'ng's ranfom was not paid b~fore the war broke out between 

the two crowns : His fon chofe r<.:.her to employ the money in combating the Engliih; than in enrich· 
ing them. Sec Rymer, vol. 8. p. 31 5· , 

§ The hoftages were the two fons of the French King, John and Lewis; his brother Philip duke of 

Orleans, the duke of Bourbon, Jame.> de Bourbon count de Ponthieu, the counts d'Eu, de Longueville, 

de St. Pol , de H rcourt, de Vendome, de Cou.:i, de Craon, de i\1ontmoJ enci, and many of the chief 

nobility of France. The princes were mofily releafed on the fultilling of certain artic es: Others of 

the hoftages, anJ the duke of Berry among the reil:, were fer.mitted to return upon tLeir parole, \Vhicl 
they dil net keep. Rymer, vol. 6. p. 278, 285,287. 
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·Chap. XVI. ratified the treaty. John was fent to Boulogne ; the King accompanied hin1 a 

J
360

' mile in his journey; and the :wo monarchs parted, with many profeffions, pro

bably cordial and fine re, of nutual friendfhip and amity *. The good difpbfition 

of John made him fuliy fenJible of the generow; treatment whic' I e had met 

with in England, and oblitented all me 1~y of the alcendant gain"d over him 

by his rival. There feldom lns been a treaty of fo great importance {o faithfully 

executed by both parties. Ehvard had fcarcely fron1 the beginning entertained 

any hopes of acquiring the crown of France: By reftoring John to his liberty, 

and making peace at a juntlure fo favourable to 1is arms, he had now plainly 

renounced all pretenfions of 6is nature: He had fold at a very high price bat 

chimerical claim : And had at prefcnt no other intere l than to retain thofe acqui

fitions which he had made win fuch fin gular prudence and good fortune. John, on 

the other hand, tho' the term; were fevere and rigorous upon him, poffeffed fuch 

fidelity and honour, that he \\as determined at all hazards to execute them; and to 

ufc every expedient for fatisf~ng a monarch, who had indeed been his ·greateft po

litical enemy, but had treatec him perfonally with fingular humanity and regard. 

But, notwithftanding all his endeavours, there occurred 1nany difficulties in fulfill

ing his purpofe; chiefly from 1he extreme reluctance, which many towns and valfals 

in the neighbourhood of Guierne, expreffed againfl: fubmitting to the Engliih domi-

1363. nion t; and John, in order t<' adjuft thefe differences, took a refolution of coming 

over himfelf into England. His council endeavoured to diffuade him fron1 this rafh 

defign ; and probably would \ave been pleafed to fe~ him employ more chicanery, 

for eluding the execution of fo difadvantageous a treaty : But John replied to 

tt~em, that, tho' good faith Nere banifhed from the reft of the earth, fhe ought 

ftill to retain her habitation in the breafts of princes. Some hiftorians would de-

·traB: from merit of this konourable behaviour, by reprefenting John as ena-

moure Englifh lady, to whom he was glad, on this pretence, to pay a vifit: 

But be fides, that this furmize is not founded on any good authority, it appears 

very unlikely on account of the advanced age of that prince, who was now in 

136+. his fifty- fixth year. He was lodged in the Savoy ; the palace where he had re· 

fided dL1ring his captivity, md where he foon after fickened and died. Nothing 

Sth April. can be a ftronger proof of de great dominion of fortune over men, than the ca

lamities which purfued a monarch of fuch eminent valour, goodnefs and honour, 

aHd which he incurred merely by reafon of fome flight imprudences, which, in 

·Other fituations., would have been of no importance. But tho' both his reign 

and that of his father, proved extremely unfortunate to their kingdom, the 

French crown acquired, during their time, v~ry con!iderable acceffions, thofe of 

*' Froilfart, Ii1,-·. I. c'1ap. 2 I 3. t Froiifart,liv. r.chap.2I:f.. 
Dauphiny 
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Dauphiny and Burgundy. 1,his latt....r province, however, John had the impru- Chap. XVI. 

dence again to di member from the crown, by beftowing it on Phi lip his fourth fun, 1 364. 

and chief favourite *; a deed, which was afterwards the fource of many caia-
n1ities to his kingdom. 

JOHN was fucceeded in the throne by. Charles, the Dauphin, a prince educated 
in the fchool of adverfity, and well qualified, by his confummate prudence and 
experien~e, to repair all the loffes, which the kingdom had fuffered from the errors 
of his two predeceflors. Contrary to the practice of all the great princes of thofe 
times, which held nothing in efi:imation but military courage, he feems to have 
fixed it as a 1naxim never to appear at the head of his arn1ies; and he was the 
fir!l: King in Europe, who fhowed the advantages of policy, forefight and judg
nlent, above a ralh and precipitate valour. 1'he events of his reign, compared 
with thofe of the preceding, are a proof, how little reafon kingdoms have to va
lue themfelves on their victories, or to be humbled by their defeats, which in reality 
ought to be afcribed entirely to the good or bad conduCt of their rulers, and go 
a very little way to~ards determining national characters and manners. 

BEFOR_E Charles could think of counter-ballancing fo great a power as England, State of 

it was I?eceifary for him to remedy the IJ!any diforders, to which his own king .. France. 

rlom was expo fed. He turned his arms againft the King of N avarre, the great 
difturbcr of France' during that age : He defeated that prince by the conduCt of 
Bertrand du Guefclin, a gentleman of Brittany, one of the moft accomplifhed 
characters of the age, whon1 he .had the difcernment to choofe as the in!l:rument 
of all his victories -[- : And he ooliged his enemy to accept of moderate terms of 
peace. Du Guefclin was lefs fortunate in the wars of Brittany, which frill conti-
nued, notwithftanding the mediation of France and England: He was defeated 
and ta (en prifoner at 1 uray by Chandos : Charles de Blois, was there {]a in, and 
the young count de Mountfort foon after got entire poffeffion of that dutchy t. 
But the prudence of Char es broke the force of this blow: He fubmitted to the 
decifion of fortune: fie ackno'.''ledged the title of Mount ort, tho' a zealous 
partizan of England ; an 1 received tl profe.red homage for his dominions. Bat 
the chief, obftacle w hi eh the French f(ing met with_ in the fettJement of the ftate, 
proceeded ftom oofcure enemies, ~hotn their crimes alone rendered eminent, and 
their number dangerolls. 

ON the 'conclu!lon of the treaty of Bretigni, the many military adventurers, 
who had followed the fortunes of Edward, being difperfed into the fev.eral pro-

• Rymer, ·oi. 6. p. 421. t Froiifart, liv. r. chap. 119, Izo, 12: .. 
chap. 227, 228, &c. \Valfing. p. 180. 
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Ch;tp. XVI. vinces, and poifeffed of !l:rong holds, refufed to lay down their arms; or relin.: 

1 364· quifh a courfe of life, to which they were now accuftomed, and by which alone· 

they could gain a fubfifl:ance *. They a!fociated themfelves with the banditti, who 

were already enured to the habits of rapine and violence; and under the name of 

the companies and companions, became a terror to all the peaceable inhabitants. 

Some Englifh and Gatcon gentlemen of character, particularly fir Matthew Gour

nay, fir Hugh Cal verley, the chevalier Verte, and others, were not afhamed to 

take the command of thefe ruffians, whofe numbers amounted on the whole to 

near 4c,ooo, and who bore the appearance of regular armies, rather than band~ 

of robbers. Thefe leaders fought pitched battles with the troops of France, and 

gained vitto~ies ; in one of which J aques de Bourbon, a prince of the blood, was 

flain t : And they proceeded to fuch a height, that they wanted little but regu

la:r eftablifhments to become princes, and thereby fantl:ify, by the maxims of the 

world, their infamous profeffion. The greater fpoil they committed on the 

country, the more eafy they found it to recruit their number : All thofe, wh" 

were reduced to mifery and defpair, flocked to their ftandard: The evil was every 

day encreafing : And tho' the Pope declared them excommunicate, thefe military 

plunderers, however deeply affeCted with this fentence, to which they paid a much 

greater regard than to any maxims of juftice or humanity, could not be induced 

by it to betake then1felves to any peaceable or lawful profeffion. 

366. As Charles was not able by power to redrefs fo enormous a grievance, he was 

led, both by neceffity, and by the turn of his character, to correct it by policy, 

and to contrive fome method of difcharging into foreign countries this dangerous 

and inteftine evil. 

PETER, King of Cafl:ile, ftigmatized by his contemporaries and by pofterity, 

with the epithet of Cruel, had filled with blood and murder his kingdom and his 

own family ; and having incurred the univerfal hatred of his fubjetl:s, he kept 

only from prefent terror an anxious and precarious poifeffion of the throne. His 

nobles fell every day the victims of his feverity: He put to death feveral of his 

natural brothers from groundlefs jealoufy : Each murder, by n1ultiplying his 

enemies, became the occafion of frefh barbarities : And as he was not deftitute of 

talents, his neighbours, no lefs than his own fubjeets, were alarmed by the pro

grefs of his violence and injuftice; The ferocity of his temper, inftead of being 

foftened by his fhong propenfity to love, was rather enflamed by that paffion, 

and took thence new occafion to exert itfe1f. Inftigated by Mary de PadiUa, 

who had acquirtd the afcendant over him, he threw into prifon Blanche de Bour-

• Fro'fEut, liv. 1. chap, 214. t Froilfart, liv. 1. chap. 2!4, 215. 
bon, 
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bon, his wife, fifrer to the ~een of France ; and foon after made way by poifon Ch1p. XVI. 

for the efpou!ing of his miftrefs. 1366. 

HENRY, count de Tranfl:amare, his natural brother, feeing the fate of every one 
\\'ho had become obnoxious to this tyrant, took arms againrt him ; but being 
foi!ed in the attempt, . he fought for refuge in France, where he found the minds 
of every one extremely enflamed againft Peter, on account of his murder of the 
F rench princefs. He propofed to Charles the enlifting of the companies into his 
fe rvice, and leading them into Cafl:ile ; where, from the concurrence of his own 
friends, and the enemies of his brother, he had the profpett of certain and im-

- mediate fuccefs. The French King, charmed with the project, employed Du 
Guefdin in negotiating with the leaders of thefe banditti. The treaty was foon 
concluded. The high character of honour, which that general poff'effed, made eve
ry one truft to his promifes : Tho' the intended expedition was kept a fecret, the 
companies implicitly inlifted under his ftandard: And they required no other 
condition before their engagement, than an aifurance, that· they were not to be 
led againfr the prince of \Vales in Guienne. But that prince was fo little averfe 
to the enterprize, that he allowed fome gentlemen of his retinue to enter into the 
fervice under du Guefclin. 

Du GuESCLIN, having complented his levies, led the army firfl: to Avignon, 
where the Pope then reuded, and demanded, f word in hand, an abfolution for 
his foldiers, and the fum of 20o,ooo livres. The firfl: was very readily promifed 
him ; fome more difficulty was made with regard to the fecond. " I believe 
" my fellows," replied du Guefclin, " "may make a fbift to do \'f'ithout your 
" abfolution ; but the money is abfolutel y neceifary. '' The Pope then extorted 
from the inhabitants in the city and neighbourhood the fum of an hundred thou
fand livres, and offered it to Du Guefclin. " It is not my purpofe," cried that 
generous warrior, " to opprefs the innocent people. The Pope and his cardi
" nals themfelves can eaflly fpate me that fum from their own pockets. This 
" money, I inflft, muft be reftored to the owners . And fl1ould they be de
" frauded of it, I fball myfclf return from the other fide of the Pyrenees, and 
'' oblige you to make them reftitution.'' The Pope found the neceffity of fub 
miffion, and paid him, from his own treafury, the fum demanded *. The army 
hallowed by the bleilings, and enriched by the fpoils of the church, proceeded 
on their ex pedition. 

THESE experienced and hard y foldier~, cond ~1B:ed hy fo ab le a general, eafily 
1,rc:v:1! !ed over the Ki ng of Caft ile, whofe fuhjed s, inftc::td of fupporting t:1eir 

o' preifor, were reaoy to join the enemy againft him t . Pe~e r Bed from his do .. 
111. n · ons, took lhelter in G 1ienne, and er~ veci the proteCtion of the pri nee of 

• IJ'ft. d1 DJ Gutlclin. ·t Froi fl"a;·t~ Jiv. 1. chap. 230. 
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'\Vales, w horn his fJther had invefted with the fovereignty of thefe conquered 

provinces, under the title of the principality of Aquitaine*. The prince feem

ed now to have entirely changed his fentiments with regard to the Spanifh tranf

aCt:ions : Whether that he was moved by the generofity of fupporting a diftreft 

prince, and thought, as is but too ufual among fovereigns, that the rights of the 

Jeople were a m2tter of much lefs confideration; or dreaded the acquifltion of 

io powerful a confederate to France as the new King of Caftile ; or what is 

1noft probable, was impatient of rert and eafe, and fought only an opportunity of 

exerting his military talents, by which he had already acquired fo much renown. 

1-:Ie promifed his affiftance to the dethroned monarch ; and having obtained the 

confent of his father, he levied a greJt army, and fet out upon his enterprize. He 

was accompanied by his younger brother, John of Gaunt, created duke of Lan

c.af1:er, in the place of the good prince ot that name, who had died without any 

1nale iffue, and whofe daughter he had efpoufed. Chandos alfo, who bore among 

the Englifh the fame character, which Du Guefclin had acquired among the 

French, commanded under him in this expedition. 

THE firfl: blow which the prince of Wales gave to 1-Ienry de Tranftamare, was 

the recalling all the companies fron1 his fervice; and fo much reverence did they 

bear to the name ofEd ward, that great numbers of them immediately withdrew from 

Spain, and inlifted under his fi:andard. Henry however, beloved by his new fubjeCl:s, 

and fupported by the King of Arragon and others of his neighbours, was able 

to meet the enemy with an army of Ioo,ooo men ; forces three times mor:e nu

mervus than thofe commanded by Edward. Du Guefclin and all his experienced 

officers adviCed him to delay any decifive aCtion, to cut off the prince of \Vales's 

provifi: ns, and to a 1oid every engagement with a general, whofe enterprizes had 

hitherto been always conduCted with prudence, and crowned with fuccefs. Henry 

trufi:ed too much to his numbers; and ventured to encounter the Englifh prince

at Najara t. I-Iiftorians of that age are commonly very copious in defcribing 

t 1e fhock of armies in battle, the valour of the combatants, the £1aughter and 

yarious fucceffes of the day: But tho' f mall rencounters in thofe times were often 

1ell dirputed, the military difcipline was always too imperfeCt to preferve order 

i·1 gre:tt armies; and fuch aetions deferve more the name of routs than of battles· 

Henry was chaced off the field with the lofs of above 2o,ooo men : There pe

rifhed only four kniglits and forty private men on the fide of the Englifh. 

PETER, "ho fl> '.!reil merited the infamous epithet which he bore, propofed 

to murc1er all his prifoners in cold blood; but was reftrained from this barbar·ty 

J.-,y the rcmonilrances of the prince of Wales. All Caftile now fubmitted to tl1e 

Rymer, v 1. 6. p. 3 "+ Froifiiu, Iiv. 1. chap. z 3r. 

5 

t Froi.fiurt, liv. I . chap. :z+ r. 
victor: 
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victor: Peter was reftored to the throne: And Edward finiihed this perilous en
terprize with his ufual glory. But he had foon reafon to repent the aifociating 
himfelf with a man like Peter, abandoned to all fenfe of virtue and honour. 
The ungrateful tyrant refufed the ftipulated pay to the Englifh forces; and Ed
ward, finding his foldiers daily perifh by ficknefs, and even his own health im. 
paired by the climate, was obliged, without receiving any fatisfaction on this 
head, to return into Guienne *. 

THE monfl:rous cruelties, exercifed by Peter over his helplefs fubje&s, whom 
he now regarded as vanquifhed rebels, revived all the animofity of the Caflilians 
againfi: ;him ; and on the return of Henry de Tranftamare, together with Du 
Guefclin, and fome forces levied anew in France, the tyrant was again dethron
ed, and was taken prifoner. His brother, in refentment of his cruelties, mur
dered him with his own hand ; and was placed on the throne of Caftile, which 
he tranfmitted to his pofl:erity. The duke of Lancafter, who efpoufed in fecond 
marriage the eldeft daughter of Peter, inherited only the empty title of that fove
reignty, and encreafed the animofity of the new King of Caftile againfi: England. 

Chap. XVI. 
1367. 

BuT the prejudice, which the affairs of prince Edward received from this fpien- 1368 .. 

did, tho' imprudent expedition, ended not with it. He had involved himfelf in Rfupture with 

fo much debt by his preparation~ and the pay of his troops, that he found it ne-
ce!fary, on his return, to impofe on his principality a new tax, which fome of the 
nobility fubmitted to with extreme reluctance, and to which others abfolutely re-
fufed compliance -f. This incident revived the animofity which the inhabitants 
bore to the Englifh, and which all the amiable qualities of the prince of Wales 
were not able to mitigate or aifuage. They complained, that they were confi-
dered as a conquered people, that t.heir privileges were difregarded, that all truft 
was given to the Engli1h alone, that every office of honour and profit was con-
ferred on thefe foreigners, and that the extreme reluB:ance, which moft of then1 
had expreiTed, to receive this new yoke, was likely to be long remembered 
again!'= them. They caft, therefore, their eyes towards their antient fuvereign, 

• Froiifart, liv. 1. chap. 242, 243. WaHingham. p. 182. 

t This tax was a livre upon a hearth ; and it was imagined, that this impofition would have yield
ed 120o,ooo livres a year, which fuppofes fo many hearths in the provinces poifeifcd by the Englifh. 
But fuch loofe conjectures have no manner of authority. much lefs, in fuch ignorant times. There 

was a firong i.n~ance of it in th: prefent reign. The houfe of commons granted the King a tax of 
t\''enty t•,vo flullmgs on each panfh, fuppofing that the amount of the whole would be 5o,oco pounds. 

But they'> ere found to be in a mifiake of near fix to one. Cotton, p. 3· And the privy council a!fumed 
the power of augmenting the tax, fo as to make it anfwer the fums propofed to be levied by it; which 
was certainly a very irregular praCtice. 

G g 2 whofc 
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Clwp. XVI. whofe prudence, they found, had now brought the affairs of his kingdom into 

J36S . excellent order; and the counts of Armagnac, Comminge, and Perigord, the lord 

d' Albert, with other nobles, went to Paris, and were encouraged to carry their 

complaints to Charles, as to their lord Paramount, againft thefe oppreffions of the 

Englif11 government*. 

IN the treaty of Bretigni it had been agreed, that the two Kings fhould make 

renounciations; Edward of his claim to the crown of France and to the proviaces 

of Norn1andy, Maine, and Anjou; John of the homage and fealty due for Gui

enne and the other provinces ceded to the Englifh. But when that treaty was 

confirmed and renewed at Calais, it was found neceffary, on account of fome 

formalities peculiar .to the feudal law, that the mutual renounciations fhould foc 

fome time be deferred ; and it was agreed, that the parties, mean-while, ihould 

make no ufe of there claims againfl: each other t. Tho' the failure in exchanging 

thefe renounciations had ftill proceeded from France :J:, Edward appears to have 

taken no umbrage at it; both becaufe this claufe feemed to give him entire fe

curity, and becaufe fome reafonable apology had probably been made to him 

for each delay. It was, however, on this pretence, grofs and iniquitous as it 

was~ that Charles refolved to ground his claim, of confidering himfelf flill as fu

perior lord of thefe provinces, and of receiving the appeals of his fub-vaffa!s §. 

369, BuT as the views of policy, more than thofe of juitice, enter into the delibe-

rations of princes ; and as the mortal injuries received from the Engli!h, the 

pride of their triumphs, the fevere terms impofed by the treaty of Peace, feem

ed to render every prudent means of revenge honourable againft them ; Charles 

was determined to take thi~ meafure, lefs by the reafonings of his civilians and 

lawyers, than by the prefent fituation of the two monarchies. He confidered the 

declining years of Edward, the languilhing ftate of the prince of Wales's health, 

the afrettion which the inhabitants of all thefe provinces bore to their antient maf

ter, their difiance from England, their contiguity to France, the extreme ani

mofity expreffed by his own fubjects againft thefe invaders, and their ardent thirfr 

of vengeance; and having made filently all the preparations requifite, he fent to 

the prince of Wales a fum mons to appear in. his court at Paris, and there to j:ufti

fy his conduCt towards his vaffals. The prince replied, that he would come to 

Paris ; but it fhould be at the head of fi~ty thoufand men 11. The unwarlik~ 

charaCter of Charles kept Edward, even yet, from thinking, that that monarc!·1 

vas in earneft, in this bold and hJzardous attempt. 

* Froiif~rt, liv. 1. chap. 244-. t .Rymer, vol. 6. p. zr9. 230, 237. t Rot. Frano. 

::55 Kdw. UI. m. 3· from Ty.-..rel, vol. 3· p. 6+3· § Froi1fart, liv. x. cha.p. 245· 

g Fr.oi1t1lJ liv. J , c.h~p. 2,~.7, 24.8 . 
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IT foon appeared what a poor return the King received from his diftant conquefts Chap. xvr. 
for all the blood and treafure expended in the quarrel, and how impofiible it was to 
retain acquifitions, in an age when no regular force could be maintained fufficient to 
defend them again!l: the revolt of the inhabitants, much lefs, if that danger was 
conjoined with the invafion of a foreign enemy. Charles fell firft tlpon Ponthieu, 
which gave the Engliili an inlet into the heart of France: The citizens of Abbe-
ville opened their gates to him * : Thofe of St. Valori, H ur, and Crotoy imi- x 3 io• 

tated the example, and the whole country was in a little time reduced to fubtnif-
111 

r r. 
lUCCeiS 

fion. The dukes of Berri and Anjou, brothers to Charles, being affifled by Du of the Eno-.. 

Guefclin, who was recalled from Spain, invaded the fouthern provinces ; and by Iiih . 

means of their good conduct, the favourable inclinations of the people, and the 
ardor of the French nobility, made every day confiderable progrefs againft the 
Engli!h. The ftate of the prince of Wales's health did not permit him to mount 
on horfeback, or exert his ufual activity : Chandos, the conftable of Guienne, 
was Oain in one aCtion t : The Captal de Buche, who fucceeded him in that of-
fice, was taken prifoner in another :1:: And when young Edward himfelf was 
obliged by his increafing infirmities to throw up the command, and return to 
his native country, the Englifh affairs in the fouth of France feemed to be me-
naced with a total ruin. 

EowAR.D, incenfed at thefe injuries, threatned to put to death all the French 
hoftages, who remained in his hands; but on reflection abftained from that un
generous revenge. After refuming, by advice of parliament, the vain title of 
King of France [l, he endeavoured to fend fuccours into Gafcony ; but all his at
tempts, both by fea and land, proved unfuccefsful. The earl of Pembroke was 
intercepted at fea and taken prifoner with his whole army near Rochelle by a 
fleet, which Henry, KirJg of Cafiile, had fitted out for that purpofe § : Edward 
himfelf embarked for Bourdeaux with another army ; but was fo long detained 
by contrary winds, that he was obliged to lay afide the enterprize +· Sir Robert 
Knolles, at the head of go,ooo men, marched out of Ca'ais, and continued his 
ravages to the gates of Paris, without being able to provoke the enemy to an 
engagement : He proceeded on his march to the provinces of Maine and Anjou, 
:vhich he laid wafl:e; but part of his army being there defeated by the cond ucc 
of Du Guefclin, who was now created conftable of France, and v;-ho feems to have 
been the firft confummate general, that had yet ai?peared in Eurore, the reili 

\Va1fihgh:1m, p. 183. t Fro!!fart; liv. 1. chap. ~77· \VaHinghanr, p. 13). 
t Froi!Ell't, liv. 1. chap. 310. 11 Rymer. vol. 6. p. 6z I. Cott()n's Abridg. p. 1cS. 
: Fr i!fart, liv. 1. chap. 302, 303, 304. Walfingham, p. 186. 
+ Froi!fart, Iiv. 1. cap . ga.. Waltngham, p. 1 f-7. 
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c.:'hap. XVI. were fcattered and difperfed, and the fmall remains of it, inftead of ·reaching 
1 3'7°· Guienne, took fhelter in Brittany, whofe fovereign had embraced the alliance of 

England *. The dl.1ke o Lancafter, fome time after, made a like attempt with 
an army of 2 5,ooo men ; and nurcheJ the whole length of France from Calais 
to Bour'deaux; but was Jo much haraffed by the flying parties which attended him, 
that he brought not the half of his art y to the place of their deftination. Edward, 
from the neceffity of his affairs, IuS at lail: obliged to conclude a truce with the 
enemy t; after almoft all his an ~ -nt Joffeffions in France had been ravifbed from 
him., except Bourdeaux ann B y ne, and all his conquefts, except Calais. 

THE decline of the King's lifi as expofed to many mortifications, and cor-
refponded not to the fplendid a 1 1l 1fy fcenes, which had filled the beginning 
and the middle of it. Be fides ft, i 0 t'1c lofs of his foreign dominions, and being 
baffied in every attempt to defenc t • ; he felt the decay of his ~thority at 
home, and expt:rienced, from h n.arp efs of fome parliamentary remonfrrances, 
the great inconftancy of the pe 1le, an the influence of prefent fortune over all 
their judgments :1:· This prit ~e, who, uring the vigor of his age, had been 
chiefly occupied In the purruits wa and ambition, began, at an unfeafonable 
period, to indulge himJelf in p1· .... ur ; and being now a widower, he attached 
himfelf to a lady of fen ("' an 1 fpirit , one A lice Pierce, who acquired a great 
afcendant over him, and by he· influenc-.: gave fa much difguft to his people, 
that, in order to fattsf1 the •arliament, he was obliged to remove her from 
court jj. The indolence allo, naturally attending old age and infirmities, had 
made him, in a grea mea(! ru, refign the adminiftration into the hands of his fon, 
the duke of Lancaft r, who, as he was tar from being popular, weakened ex
tremely the aft(~fuon born by the Englifh to the perfon and government of the 
King. Men carri td their jealoufies very far againfi the duke; and as they faw, 
with infinite regret, the death of the prince of Wales every day approaching, 
they apprehended, left the fucceffion of hi, fon, Richard, now a minor, ihould 
be defeated by the intrigl1es of Lancafter, and by the weak indulgence of the old 
King. But Edward, in order to fatisfy both the people and the pri 1ce on this 
head, declared in parliament his grandfon heir and fucceffor to the crown ; and 
thereby cut off all the hopes of the duke of Lancafler, if he ever had the teme
rity to entertain any. 

Sth j~~~~ THE prince of Wales, after a lingering illnefs, died in the forty-fixth year of 
Death of the his age ; and left a character, illuftrated by every eminent virtue, and from 
prince of 
Wales. * Froiffart, Iiv. I. chap. 291. Wal:!ingham, p. 185. t Froiifart, liv. 1. chap. 321. 

W.:llfingham, p. 187. .:t: Walfingham, p. 189. Ypod Neuft. 530. 1J Walfingham, p. 189. 

his 
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his eartieft youth till the hour he expired, unftained by any blemi!h. His valor Chap. XVI. 

and military talents forn1ed the fmalle!l: part of his merit: His generofity, huma- 1376
· 

nity, affability, moderation, gained him the affections of all the world; and he 
was qualified to throw a lufl:re, not only on that rude age, in which he lived, 
and which nowife infeCled him with its vices, but on the moft fhining pe- z 376. 
· d f ' h' fl Tl K ' fi · d b h' 2 d! June. no o antlent or mocc.rn 1 ory.. 1e '\.mg urVl\7e a out a ye.u t 1s me-

lancholy incident : England was deprived at once of both of thefe princes, its Death 

chief ornament and fupport: He expired in the fixty -fifth year of his age and 
the fifty-firft of his reign ; and the people were fenfible, tho' too late, of the ir
reparable lofs, which they had fuftained. 

THE Englifu are ap: to confider with peculiar fondnefs the hiftory of Ed- and, cha:aaec 

ward Ill. and to efl:eem his reign, as it was one of the longeft, the n1oft of tne Kmg~ 
glorious aifo, which oc urs in the annals of their nation. The afcendant which 
they then began to .\cquire over France, their rival and national enemy, makes 
them caft their eyes on this period with great complacency, and fanctifies every 
mearure, which Ed ward embraced for that end. But the domefiic government 
of this prince is really more admirable than his foreign victories ; and England 
enjoyed, by the prudence and vigor of his adminifiration, a longer interval of 
domefiic peace and tranquillity than fhe had been bleft with in any former period, 
or than fhe experienced for many ages after. He gained the affeCtions of the 
great, yet curbed their licentioufnefs : He n1ade them feel his power, without 
tl eir daring, or even being inclined, to murmur at it: His affable and obliging 
behaviour, his munificence and generofity, made them fubmit with pleafure, to 
his dominion ; his·valor and conduct made them fuccefsful in moft of their en-
terprizes ; and th ir unquiet fpirits, direCted againft a public enemy, had no 
leifure to breed thofe di.fturbances, to which they were naturally fo much in· 
clined, and which the frame of the government feemed fo much to authorize. 
This was the chief benefit, which refulted from Edward's victories and conquefis. 
I-Iis foreign wars were, in other refpects, neither founded in juftice, nor direCted 
.. o any very falutary purpofe. f.-lis attempt againft the King of Scotland, a minor 
ana a brother-in-1 w, c:nd the revival of his grandfather's claim of fuperiority 
over that kingdom, were both unreafonable and ungenerous ; and he allowed 
himfelf to be too foon feduced, by the glaring profpeCt of French conquefrs, from 
the acquifi tion of a poin:, \ rhich was practicable, and w hi eh might really, if attain~ 
ed, have been of lafting Jtility to his country and his fucceffors. The fuccefs, which 
he met with in France, tho' chiefly owing to h1s emi ne t talents, was unexpeCted ; 
and yet, from the very nature of things, not from any unforefeen accident, was 
found, even during his own life ·time, to have procured him no folid adv. ntag~s. 

But-
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Chap. xvr. But the glory of a Conqueror is fo dazling to the vulgar, the a:1imofity of nation) 

1 377· is fo extreme, that the fruitlefs defolation of fo fine a part of Europe, as France, 
is totally di fregarded by us, and is never confidered as a blemtfh in the character 
or conduCt of th is prince : And indeed, from the unfortunate ftate of human 
nature, it will commonly happen that a fovercign of great genius, fuch as Ed
ward, who ufually finds every thing eafy in his don1eftic government, will turn 
himfelf towards military enterprizes, where alone he meets with oppofition, and 
where he has full exercife for his induftry and capacity, 

Enw ARD had a numerous pofterity by his ~een, Phi1ippa of Hainault. His 
eldeft fon was the heroic Edward, commonly called the Black Prince, from the 
.colour of his armour. This prince efpoufed his couGn J oan, commonly called 
the fair maid of Kent, daughter and heir of his uncle, the earl of Kent, who was 
beheaded in the beginning of this reign. She was firft married to Sir Thomas 
Holland, by whom fhe had children. She had a fon, Richard, by the prince 

of vr ales, who alone furvived his father. 
THE fecond fon of ICing Edward (for we pafs by fuch as died in their child

hood) was Lionel duke of Clarence, who was firft married to Elizabet~ de Burgh, 
-daughter and heir of the earl of UICrer, by whom he left only dne daughter, 
married to Edmund Mortimer, earl of Marche. Lionel efpoufed in fecond mar
riage, Violante, the daughter of the duke of Milan*, and died in Italy foon after 

the confummation of his nuptials, without leaving any pofrerity by that princefs. Of 
all the family, he refembled moft his father and eldeft: brother in his noble qualities. 

Enw A RD's third fon was John of Gaunt, fo called fron1 the place of his birth: 
He was created duke of Lancafter; and from him fprung that branch, which after
wards poffeffed the crown. 'fhe fourth fon of this royal family was Edmund, 
created earl of Cambridge by his father, and duke of York by his nephew. The 
fifth fon was Thomas, who received the title of earl of Buckingham from his 

' father, and that of duke of Gloceft:er from his nephew. In order to prevent 
confufion, we fl1all always difiinguifh there two princes by the titles of York and 

Gloceft:er, cvtn btfore they were advanred to them. 
THERE were. alfo feveral princeffes born to Ed,vard by Philippa, viz. !fabella, 

Joan, Mary and Margartt, who efpoufed, in the ord .' r oftheirnlmes, Ingelram de 
Coucy earl of Bedford, A lphonfo King of Caftile, John de Mountfort duke of 
Brittany, and John 1-laf}ings earl of Pembroke. 1"he prhcefs Joan died at 

Bourdcaux before t:1e eo fummati'Jn of her marri· ae. b 

~:fc~11~ne1~s IT is remarked by an <: kgant h!H:ori,.n t, th?.t Conqu c- rors, tho' ufually the 
(:~n ~~~·ons 10 ba_r

1
e of hun1.an kind, p oved often in rhofe feudal times, tbe mofl: indulgent of 

l.t11S n:l_sn. · 

. v p,ymer, vol. 6. p. 56+ t Dr. B Ok·~rt 'o:1'.s hjftcry of Scotland, book I. 

fovcreigns : 
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fovercigns '! They ftood moft in need of fupplies from their pcop·e; and not be- Ch:1p. XVI. 

·ng able to compel them by force to fubmit to the neceffary i~11po!itions, they 1Z77· · 

were obliged to make them fome compenfation, by equitable laws and popular 
conceffions. This remark i!', in fome meafure, tho' imperfetlly, jufl:ified by 
the conduct of Edward Ill. He took no fteps of moment without confulting 
his parliament, and obtaining their approbation, which he afterwards ple~ded a~ 
a reafon for their fupporting his meafures *. The parliament therefore rofe int 
greater confiderltion during his reign, and acquired a more regular authority 
than in any former times; and even the houfe of comtnons, which, during tur-
bulent and fatlious periods, was naturally oppreffed by the gre'!ter power of the 
crown and barons, began to appear of feme weight in the confritution. In the 
latter years of Ed ward, the King's minifters were impea~hed ·in parliament, par-
ticularly lord Latimer, who fell a facrifice to their authority t; and they evea 
obliged him to ban· fh his miflrefs by their remonftrances. Some attention was 
alfo paid to the eleEtions of their members ; and lawyers, in \)articular, who 
were, at that time, men of very inferior charaCter, were totally excluded the 
houfe during feveral parliaments :J:. 

ONE of the mofi: popular laws, enaEted by any prince, was the ftatute, which 
paffed in ·the twenty-fifth of this reign 11, and which limited the cafes of high 
treafon, before vague aiid uncertain, to three principal heads, the confpiring the 
death of the King, the levying war againft him, and the adhering to his ene
n1ies; and the judges were prohibited, if any other cafes ihould occur, from in
flitting the penalty of treafon, without an application to parliament. The bounds 
of treafon were indeed fo much limited by this ftatute, which frill remains in 
force without any alteration, that the lawyers were obliged to enlarge them, and 
to explain a confpiracy for levying war againft the King to be equivalent to a 
confpiracy againft his life; and this interpretation, feemingly forced, has, from 
the neceffity of the cafe, been tacitly acquiefced in. It was alfo ordained, that a 
parliament fhould be held once a year or oftner, if need be: A law which, like 
many others, was never obferved, and loft its authority by difufe §. 

EowARD granted above twenty parliamentary confirmations of.the great char
ter ; and thefe conceffions are commonly appealed to as proofs of his great in
dulgence to the people, and his tender regard to their liberties.. But the con
trary prefumption is much more natural. If the maxims of Edward's reign had 
not been in general fomewhat arbitrary, and if the great charter had not been fre
quently violated, the parliament would never have applied for thefe frequent 

* Cotton's Abridg. p. 108, I 20. 

Abridg. p. 18. Jl Chap. z. 
V OL, II. 

t Cotton's Abridg. p. 1 z.2. 
; 4 Edw. III. cap. 14. 

. Hh 

:f: Cotton's 

confirmations 
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Chap. XVI. confirmations, which could add no force to a deed regularly obferveJ, and which 
1 377· could ferve to fJO other p ... rpofe, than to prevent the contrary precedents from turning 

into a rule, and acquiring aut 1ority. It was indeed the effect of the irregular go
vernment during thofe ages, th~t a ftatute, wl ich had been enacted fome years, 
infiead of acquiring, was imagined to lofe force by time, and needed to be often 
rene\\ ed by recent ftatutes of the fame fenfe and tenor. Flence like wife that ge
neral claufe, fo frequent in old ads of parliament, that the ftatutes, enaCted by 
the King's progenitors, fhall be obferved * ; a precaution, which, if we do not 
confider the circumftances, n1ight appear abCurd and ridiculous. The frequent 
confirmations in gener.1l terms of the church's privileges proceeded from the fame 

caufe. 
IT is a claufe in one of Edward's ftatutes, that no man, of what e.ftate or co;z-

dition Joever, jhall be put out of land or tenement, nor taken nor imprifoned, nor dif 
herited, nor put to death, ~vithout being brought in anfwer by due procefs of the law f. 
This privilege was fufficiently fecured by a claufe of the great charter, which 
had received a general confirmation in the firft chapter of the fame ftatute. Why 
·then is this claufe fo anxiou!ly, and, as we may think, fo fupernuouily repeated? 
Plainly, becaufe there had been forne late infringements of it, which gave um-

brage to the commons :J:. 
BuT there is no article, in which the laws are more frequently repeated during 

this reign, almoft in the fame terms, than that of purveyance, which the parlia
ment always calls an outrageous and intolerable grievance, and the fource of infinite 
damage to the people 11· The parliament tried. to aboli!h this prerogative alto-

, gether, by prohibiting any one to take goods without the confent of the owners §, 
and by changing the heinous name of purveyors, as they call it, into that of 
buyers +: But the arbitrary conduEt of Edward frill brought back the grievance 
upon them; tho' contrary both to the Great Charter, and to many fl:atutes. 
This diforder was in a good meafure derived from the ftate of the public 
finances and o£ the kingdom; and could therefore the lefs admit of any re
medy. The prince frequently wanted ready money ; yet his family muft be 
provided for : And he was obliged to employ force and violence for that pur# 
pofe, and to give taliies, at what rate he pleafed, to the owners of the goods which 
he laid hold of. The kingdom alfo abounded fo little in commodities, that, 
had the owners been ftritl:ly proteCted by law, they could eafily have exaB:ed 

* 36 Edw. liT. cap. 1. 37 Edw. III. cap. 1, &c. t 28 Edw. Ill. cap. 3· 
t They plainly alfert, in the 15th of this reign, that there had been fuch inftances, Cotton's 

Abrid~. p. 31. They repeat the fame in the 21ft Year. Seep. 59· H 36 Edw.lll. &c •. 

§ 14 Edw. III. cap. 19. + 36 Edw. III. cap. z. any 
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any price from the King ; efpecially in his frequent progreill s, when he came 
to difiant and poor places, where the court did not ufually refide~ and where a 
regular plan for fupplying it could not eafily be eftablifhed. 

THE magnificent cafl:le of \Vindior was built by Edward III. and his method of 
conducting that work may ferve as· a fpecimcn of the .condition of the people in 
that age. Inftead of alluring workmen by contraCts and wages, he affeffed every 
county in England to f'end him fo many mafons, tilers, and carpenters, as if he 
had been levying an army *. 

THEY miftake, indeed, very much the genius of this reign, who imagine that 
it was not very arbitrary. All the high prerogatives of the crown were to 
the full exerted in it ; but what was fome confolation, and promifed in time fome 
relief to the people, they were always complained o£ by the commons : Such as 
the difpenfing power t, the extenfion of the forefts :f: ; the erecting monopolies 11, 
the firft of the kind which we read of; the exaCting of loans§; the ;flopping of 
j uftice .by particular warrants -~ ; the renewal of the commifiions of trail-baton ·:;:; 
the preffing of rnen and fhips into the public fervice -t- ; the levying of arbitrary 
and exorbitant fines :f:; the xtending the authority of the privy cotH1cil or ftar
chamber to the decifion of private caufes 11 ; the enlarging the power of the 
marefchal's and other arbitrar.Yo courts§ ; the imprifoning members for freedon1 
of fpeech in parliament ~-; the obliging people without any rule to fend recru'ts 
of men at arms, archers, and hoblers, to the army ·:1<. 

BuT there was no act of arbitrary power more frequently repeated in this reign, 
than that of the impofition of taxes wjthout confent of parliament. Tho' that 
aifembly granted the King more fupplies than ever had been obtained by any of 
his predeceffors, his great undertakings and the neceffity of his affairs obliged 
him fl:ill to levy more ; and after his great fuccefs againft France had added 
weight to his · authority, thefe impofitions became almoft annual and perpetual. 
Cotton's Abridgement of the records affords numerous in fiances of this kind, in 
the firf.l: t year of his reign, in the thirteenth year :f:, in the fourteenth 11, in the 
the twentieth §, in the twenty-firft +, in the twenty-fecond *, in the twenty
fifth t, in the thirty-eighth :f:, in the fiftieth 11, and in the fifcy-firfl §. 

*' Afhmole's hift. of the garter, p. 129. t Co ton's Abridg p. 148. t Cotton, 
p. 71. 11 Cotton's Abridg·l'· 56, 6r, 122. § Rymer, vol. 5· p. 491, 574· 
Cotton's Abridg. p. 56. + Cotton, p. 114. "" Cotton, p. 67. .t Cotton's 
Abridg. p. 47· 79• 113. ! Cotton's Abridg. p. 32. 11 Cotton's Abridg. p. 74· 

§ lbid. + \VaHing. p. I 89, 19o.· * Tyrrel's Hift. vol. .3· p .5)4• from 
the records. t Rymer, vol. 4· p. 363. :t: P. 17, 18. 11 P. 39· 

§ P. 47· + P. sz, 53, 57, 58. P.. Cg. t P. i6. , :t P. 191 • 

I! P, 138. § P. 152. 
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THE King openly avowed and maintained this power of levying taxes at pfea

fure. At one time, he replied to the remonfl:rance of the commons, that the im

pofitions had been exaCted from great neceffity, and had been affen ted to by the 

prelates, counts, barons, and fome of the commons*; at another, that he would 

advife with his council t. When the parliatnent defired, that a law might he 

enaCted for the punifhment of fuch as levied thefe arbitrary impofitions ; he re

fufed compliance :f:. In the fubfequent year, they defired that the King might 

renounce this pretended prerogative; but his anfwer was, that he would levy n<> 

taxes without neceffity, for the defence of the realm, and where he reafonably 

m:gbt ufe that authority§. This incident pafied a very few days before his death; 

and thefe were, in a mat.ner, his laft words to his people. It would feem, that 

the famous charter or ftatute of Edward I. de tallagio non concedendo, tho' never 

repealed, was fuppofed to have already loft by age all its authority. 

'FHESE facts can only ihow the praflice of the times : For as to the right, the 

continual rem~nftrances of the commons may feem to prove that it rather was on 

their fide : At leaft, thefe remonftrances ferved to prevent the arbitrary praClices 

of the court from becoming an eftablifherl part of the conftitution. In fo much 

a better condition were the privileges of the people even during the arbitrary reign 

of Ed ward III. than during fon1e fubfequent ones, particularly thofe of the Tu

dors, where no tyranny or abufe of power ev~r met with any check or oppoution, 

or fo much as a remonfi:rance, from parliament .. 

lT is eafy to imagine, that a prince of fo much fenfe and fpirit as Edward,_ 

would be no ilave to the court of Rome. Tho' the old tribute was paid during 

fome years of his minority 11, he afterwards withheld it; and when the Pope in 

1367 threatened to cite him to the court of Rome, for default of payment, he 

laid the matter before his parliament. That aifembly unanimoufly declared, that 

King John could not without a national confent, fubject his kingdom to a foreign 

power: An:i they were therefore determined to fupport their fovereign againft 

this exorbitant pretenfion +· 
DuRING this reign, the fiatute of provi1ors was enacted, rendering it penal to 

procure any prefentations to benefices from the court of Rome, and fecuring the 

rights. of all patrons and elc Ctors, which had baen extremely encroached on by 

the Pope*. By a fubfequent fl:atute, every perfon was- out· la wed who carried 

any caufe or appeal to the court of Rome t. 

•· Cotton, P· 53· He repeats the fame anfwer in p. 6o. Some of the commons were fuch as lie was 

pleafed to .confult with. f Cotton, l'· 57• t Cotton, p. 1 3 3. § Cotton, 

p. 152. 11 Rymer, vol. 4· p. 434· + Cotton. Ab.ridg. p. 1 xo. ~ zs Edw. 

II. 2.7 Edw. Ill. t 27 Edw. III. 38 Edwl HI. 
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THE laity at this time feem to have been extremely prejudiced againft the pa
pa1 power, and even fomewhat againft their own clergy, becaufe of their con
nexions with the Roman pontiff. They pretended that the ufurpations of the 
Pope were the caufe of all the plagues, injuries, f mine, and poverty of the 
realm.; was more ddbuctive to it than all the -wars; and was the caufe why it con
tained not a third of the inhabitants and commodities, which it formerly poffef
fed : That the taxes, levied by him, exceeded five times thofe paid to the King : 
That every thing was venal in that finful city of Rome ; and that even the pa. 
trons in Eng and had thence learned to practice fimony without remorfe or fcru
ple *. At another time, they petiti<Jn the King to emp.oy no chmchman in any 
office of ftate t ; and they even fpeak, in plain terms, of expelling by force the 
papal authority, and thereby providing a remedy againfr oppreffions, which they 
neither could nor would any longer endure t· Men who talked in this fly le, 
were not far from the reformation : But Ed ward did not think proper to fecond 
all this zeal. Tho' he paffed the fiatute of provifors, he took little care of itil 
execution; and the parliament made continual complaints of his negligence on 
this head§. He was content with having reduced fuch of the Romifh eccl~fiaf
tics, as poffeffed revenues in Eng and, to depend entirely upon him by means 
of that ftatute. 

As to the police of the kingdom during this period, it was certainly better 
than during times of faction, civil wars, ana diforder, to which England was fo 
often expo{( d : Yet were there feveral vices in the confiitution, the bad confequen
ces of which all the power and vigilance of the King could not prevent. The ba
rons, by their confederacies with thofe of their own order, and by fupporting 
and defending their rcta' ners in every iniquity 11, were the chief abettors of rob
bers, murderers, and ruffians of all kinds ; and no law could be executed againft 
thefe criminals. The nobility were brought to give their promife in parliament, 
that they would not avow, retain, or fupport any felon or breaker of the 
law + ; yet this engagement, which we may wonder to fee exacted from men of 
their rank, was never regarded by them. The commons make continual cam. 
plaints of the multitude of robberies, murders, raviihment of women, and other 
~forders, which, they fay, were become numberlefs in every part of the king
dom, and which they always afcribe to the protecrion which the criminals receiv
ed from the great*· The King of Cyprus, who paid a vifit to England during 
this reign, was robbed and ftript on the high-way with his whole retinue t .. 

Cotton p. 74-, 128, 129. 
.. I I 9, :u8, 129, 130, 14-8. 
hap. • + Cotton, p. 1 o. 

. t Cotton, p. 1 12. t Cotton, p. 4-1. Cotton, 
11 11 Edw. III. chap. q. 4 Edw. IIL chap. z. 15 Edw. II[. 

Co ton, p. 51, .. 6z, 64, 70, 160. t Walfing. p. !.79· 

2 Edwrd 

Chap )t\' I. 
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Chap. XV I. Edward himfclf contributed to this diffolution of law, by his facility in granting 

1 377· pardons to felons from the follicitation of his courtiers. Laws were n1ade to re

Hench this prerogative *, and remonfrrances of the commons were prefented 

againft the abufe of it t : But to no pm·pofe~ The gratifying a nobleman of 

power and intereft continued frill to be of more importance than the protection of 

the people. The King alfo granted many franchiies, which interrupted the courfe 

of juftice and the execution of the laws :J:. 
CoMMERcE and induftry were certainly at a very low ebb during this period. 

The bad police of the country alone affords a fufficient reafon. The only ex

ports were woul, fkins, hydes, leather, butter, tin, lead, and fuch unmanufac-' 

tu red goods, of which wool was by far the moft confiderable. Knyghton has 

afferted, that 1 oo,ooo facks of wool were annua11 y exported, and fold at twen· 

ty pounds a f:1ck, money of that age. But he is widely miftaken both in the 

quantity exported and the value. In I 349, the parliamennt remonftrate, that 

the King, by an illegal impofition of forty {billings on each fack exported, had 

1 vie 6o,ooo pounds a year§: vVhich reduces the annual exports to 3o,ooo 

facks. A fack contained twenty fix ftone, and each ftone fourteen pounds 11 ; and 

at a medium was not va] ued at above five pounds a fack .J-, that is, fourteen or 

fifteen pounds of our prefent money. Knyghton's computation raifes it to fixt}' 

pounds, which is near four times the prefent price of wool in England. Accord

ing to this reduced computation, the export of wool returned about 450,000 

pounds of our prefent money, inftead of fix millionsJ which is an extravagant 

fum. 

EnwARD endeavoured to introduce and promote th~ woollen manufacture by 

giving protection and encouragement to foreign weavers *, and by en.atl:ing a 

law, prohibiting every one to wear any cloth but of Engliili n1ake t. The par

liament prohibited the exportation of woollen goods, which was not fo well judg_ 

ed, efpecially while the exportation of unwrought wool was fo n1uch allowed 

and encouraged. A like injudicious Jaw was made againft the exportation of ma-

nufaCtured iron :J:. . . 
IN the firft of Richard II. the parliament complains extremely of the decay of 

fhipping during the preceding reign, and affert, that one fea port formerly con

tained more veifels than were then to be found ~n the whole kingdom. This ea-

*' 10 Edw. IlL cap. z. 27 Edw. III. cap. z. 

§ Cotton, p. 48, 69. U 34 Edw. IlL cap. 5· 

III. cap. 5· Rymer, vol. 4• p. 723. Murimuth, p. 88. 

t z8 Edw. cap.)· 
l 

t Cotton, p. 7 5. 
+ Cotton, p. 29. 

t Cotton, p. 5 4• 
* II Edw. 

t 11 Edw. HI. cap. z. 

lamity; 
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htm"ty they afcribe to the arbitrary feizure of fhips by Edward, for the fervice of 
his fi· qu-. t expeditions*. 

THE parliament attempted the impracticable fcheme of reducing the rice of 
lab.our after the peftilence, and alfo that of poultry -f. A reaper, in the firft 
week of Auguft, was not allowed to take above two pence a day, or near .Hxpence 
of o•1r prefent money; in the fecond week, a third more. A mafter carpenter 
was limited thro' the whole year to three pence a day, a common carpenter to 
~wo pence, money of that age :f:. It is remarkable, that in the fame reign, the 
pay of a common foldier, an archer, was fix pence a day; which, by the change, 
both in denomination and value, would be equivalent to four or five lhill ings of 
our prefent n1oney §. Soldiers were then inlifted. only for a very iliort time : 
They lived idle all the reil: of the year, and commonly all the reft of their lives : 
One fuccefsful campaign, by pay and plunder, and the ranfom of prifoners, was 
fuppofed to be a fmall fortune to a man; which was a great allurement to enter 
into the fervice. 

'I,HE ftaple of wool, wool-fells, leather, and lead, was fixed by aft of parlia .. 
ment in particular towns of England 11· Afterwards it was removed by law to 
Calais: But Edward, who commonly deemed his prerogative fuperior to Jaw, 
paid little regard to thefe ftatutes ; and when the parliament remonftrated with him 
on account of fuch acts of power, he told then1 plainly, that he would proceed 
in that matter as he thought proper+· It 'is not eafy to perceive any advanta
ges, which arofe from this great anxiety of fixing. a fiaple ; unlefs perhaps it in
vited foreigners to a market, when they knew beforehand, that they would meet 
there with great choice of any particular fpecics of commodity. This policy of 
inviting foreigners to Calais was carried fo far, that all Engliih merchants were 
prohibited by law from exporting any Englifh goods from the ftaple; which was 
in a manner the total abandoning all navigation, except that to Calais*. A con
trivance feemingly very abfurd and extraordinary. 

i.uxu R y was complained of in that age, as well aG in others of more refine
n1ent ; and attempts were made by parliament to reftrain it, particularly on the 
head of apparel, where furely it is the moft obvioufly innocent and inoffenfive. 
No man under an hl.)ndred a year was allowed to wear gold, filver, or filk in his 
cloaths: Servants alfo were prohibited from eating fleih meat, or fil11, above once 

• Cotton, p I55, 164. t 37 Edw. ITL cap . 3· :t 25 Edw. Ill. cap. r, 3· 
§ Dugdalc's baronage, vol. I. p. 784. Brady's hift. vol. z. App. N->. 9z. The pay of a man at 

arms was quadruple. We may therefore conclude, that the numerous armies, mentioned by hifiori
ans in thofe times confifted chiefly of ragamuffins, who followed the camp, and lived by plunder. 
Edward's army before. Calais confifted of 3 IOCJ4 men; yet its pay for fix teen months was only I 7 20 

pounds. Brady, ibid. 11 27 Edw. III. + Cotton, p. 117. • z7 Edw.lii. cap. 7· 
.a. 
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L'11ap. XVI. a day", It was eafy to forefee that fuch ridiculous Jaws muf1: prove ineffeCl:ual, 

•377· .and could never be executed. 
THE ufe of the French language, in pleadings and public deeds, was abolirned t. 

1t may appear ftrange, that the nation ibould fo long have worn this badge of 

conquefl:. But the King and nobility feem never to have become thoroughly 
Englifh, till Edward's wars with France gave them an antipathy to that nation. 
Yet ft.ill, it was long before the ure of the Englifh tongue came into fa!hion. 
·rhe firft Englifh paper which we meet with in Rymer is in the year I 386, dur
ing the -reign of Richard II. :1: There are Spanifh papers in that colleCtion more 

.antient § : And the ufe of the Latin and French frill continued. 

IN 1364-, the commons petitioned, that in conflderation of the preceding 

pcitilence, fuch perfons as poffeifed manors holding of the King in chief, and had 

let liferent leafes without obtaining licences, might continue to exercife the fame 

power, till the country was become more populous 11· The commons were fen
fible, that this fecurity of poffefficm was a good means for rendering t e kingdom 
profperous and flourifhing; yet durft not apply, all at once, for a greater relaxa-

tion of their chains. 
THERE is not a reign among thofe of the antient Englifh monarchs, which 

deferves more to be ftudied than that of Edward III. nor one where the domeftic 
tranfaetions will better difcover the true genius of that kind of mixed govern
ment, which was thrn eftabli!hed in England. The ftruggle~, with regard to 

·the validity and authority of the great charter, were now over: The King was 

acknowledged to lie under fome limitations: Edward himfelf was a prince of 

great capacity, not governed by favourites, not led aftray by any unruly paffion; 

fenfible that nothing could be more effential to his interefts than to keep on good 
terms with his people: Yet on the whole it appears, that the government, at beft, 

was only a barbarous monarchy, not regulated by any fixed maxims, nor bounded 
by any certain undifputed rights, which were in praCtice regularly obferved. The 
King conduCted himfelf by one fet of principles ; the barons by another ; the 

commons by a third ; the clergy by a fourth. All thefe fyftems of government 

were contrary and incompatible : Each of them prevailed according as incidents 

were favourable to it : ·A great prince rendered the monarchical power predomi
nant : The weaknefs of a King gave reins to the ariftocracy : A fuperftitious age 

faw the clergy triumphant: The people, for whom alone government was infii
·tuted, and who alone deferve confideration, were commonly the w.eakeft of the 

* 37 Edw. liT. cap. 8, 9• 10, &c t 36 Edward III. cap. 1 S· t Rymer, vol. 7· 
P• 5 26. This paper, by the fiile, fcems to have been drawn by the Scots, and was figned only by the 
wardens of the marches. § R yrner, vol. 6. p . 55+· 11 CQtton, p .. 9 7. 

whole. 
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whole. But the commons, little obnoxio'l!ls to any other order; tho' they funk Chap. xn· 
under the violence of tempeils, filently reared their head in more peaceable times; 1 376· 
and while the ilorm was brewing, were courted by all fides, and thus received 
fiill fome acceffion to their privileges, or, at worft, fome confirmation of them. 

C H A P. XV.II. 

I c H A R D II. 

Government during the minority-I!!fitrretlion if the common people 
:---Difcontent of the barons-. --Civil commotions-Expu!Jion or 
execution of the King's minijlers-Cabals if the duke ·oj· Glocijler 
--Murder of the duke of Gloce)ler--Banijhment of Henry duke if 
Hereford---Return of He"nry---General injitrretlion Depo-

Jition ofthe King--His murder-His charafler-Mijcellaneous 
tranfoelions during this rei'gn. · 

T HE parliament, which was fummoned foon after tlie King's acceffion, was Chap. XVII. 
both elected and affembled in tranquility; and the great change, from a •377· 

fovereign of confummate wifdom and experience, to a boy of e]even years of age, Go~ernmen~ 
was not immediately perceived by the people. The habits of order and obedience, dur~ngthen11 

nonty. 
which the barons had· been taugHt during the long reign of Edward, ftill influ-
enced them ; and the authority of the King's three uncles, the dukes of Lancaft:er, 
York, and Gloceiler, fufficed to reprefs, for a time, the turbulent fpirit, to 
which that order, in a weak reign, was fo often fubjeB:. The dangerous ambition 
too of thefe princes themfelves was checked, by the plain and undeniable title of 
Richard, by the declaration of it made by his grandfather in parliament, and by 
the affectionate regard, which the people bore to the tnemory of his father, and 
which was naturally transferred to the young prince upon the throne. The differ-
ent charaCters of thefe three dukes, rendered them alfo a counterpoize to each 
other ; and it was natural to expeB:, that any dangerous defigns, which might 
be formed by one brother, would meet with oppofition from the others. Lan-
cafter, whofe age and experience ana authority under the late King, gave him 
the afcendant among them; tho' his integrity feemed not proof againft great 

VoL. II. I i temp-
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ehap. XVII. temptations, was neither of an enterprizing fi)irit, nor of a popular and engaging 

.. I377· temper. York was indolent, unaB:ive, and of a fiender capacity. Glocefl:er was 

turbulent, bold, and popular; but oeing the youngeft of the family, was re .. 

ftrained by the power and authority of his elder brothers. There appeared, there

fore, no circumftance in the domeftic fituation of England, which might endan

ger the pNblic peace, or give any immediate apprehenfions to the lovers of their 

country. 
BuT as Edward, tho' he had fixed the fucceffion to the crown, had taken no 

care to eftablifh a plan of government during the n1inority of his grandfon; it 

behaved the parlian1ent to fupply tLis defeCt:: And the houfe of commons dif

tinguifhed themfclves, by taking the lead on that occafion. This houfe, which 

had been rifing to confideration during the whole courfe of the late reign, natu

rally received an acceffion of power during the minority;. and as it was 

now becoming a fcene of bufinefs, the commons chofe for the firft time a 

f peak er, who might preferve order in thejr debates, and maintain thofe forms, 

which are requifite in all numerous a!femblies. Peter de la Mare was the man 

pitched on ; the fame perfon who had been imprifoned and detained in cuftody by 

the late King for his freedom of fpeech in attacking the miftrefs and the minifters 

of that prince. But tho~ this eleB:ion difcovered a fpirit of liberty in the com

mons, and was followed by farther attacks both on thefe minifiers, and on Alice 

·Pierce*, they were frill too much fenfible of their great inferiority, to affume at 

firft any immediate fuare in the adminiftration 'of government, or the care of the 

King's perfon. They were contented te apply by petition to the lords for that 

purpofe, and defire them both to appoint a council of nine, who might direct 

the public bufinefs, and to choofe men of a virtuous life and converfation, who 

might infpeB: the conduct and education of the young prince. The lords com

plied with the firft part of this requeft, and eleB:ed the biihop5 of L .ondon, Car· 

ifle, and Salifbury,, the earls of Marche and Stafford, fir Richard de Staffordt 

fir Henry le Scrape, fir John Devereux, and fir Hugh Segrave, to whom they 

gave authority for a year to conduct the ordinary courfe of bufinefs t. But as to 

he regulation of the King's houfehold, they decli~ed interpofing in a_n office, 

which, they faid, was both fo invidious in itfelf, and might prove fo difa()'reeable 

to his majefly. • 
0 

THE commons, as they acquired more courage, ventured to proceed a ftep 

farther in their applications. They prefented a petition, in which they prayed the 

King to check the prevailing cuftom among the barons, of forming illegal confe-

t Rymer~ vel. 7· p. 161, 

deracies 
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deracies together, and fupporting each other, as well as tnen of inferior ran , in Chap. X\'I • 
the violations of law and juftice. They received from the throne a general and 1 377 
an obliging anfwer to this petition : But another p rt of their application, that 
a1l the great officers fl1ould, during the King's minority, be appointed by parlia ... 
n1ent, which feemed to require the concurrence of the commons, as well as that 
of the upper houfe, in the nomination, was not complied with : The lords alone af-
fumed the power of appointing thefe officers: The commons tacitly acquiefced 
in their choice; and thought, that, for the prefent, they had proceeded a fuffici-
ent length, if they but advanced their pretenfions, tho' rejected, of interpofing 
in thefe more important matters of ftate. 

ON this footing then the government ftood. The adminiftration was conducted 
entirely in the King's name: No regency was exprefsly appointed : The council 
,and the great officers, named l;>y the peers, did their duty, each in his feparate 
department: And the whole fyftem was for fome years kept together, by the 
fecret authority of the King's uncles, efpecially of the duke of Lancafter, who 
was in reality the regent. 

THE parliament was di!folved, after the commons had reprefented the neceffity 
of their being re-a!fembled once every year, as appointed by law ; and after hav
ing elected two citizens as their treafurers, to receive and difburfe the produce of 
two fifteens and tenths, ~hich they voted to the crown. In the other parliament 
called during the minority, the commons frill difcover a ftroBg fpirit of freedom 
and fenfe of their own authority, which, without breeding any difturbance, tend
ed to fecure their independance and that of the peep le *. 

EowARD had left his grandfon involved in many dangerous wars. The pre
tenfions of the duke of Lancafter to the crown of Cafl:ile, made that kingdom 

* In the fifth year of the King, the commom comp.'ained of the go<Ver.nment ahout the King'r pet/on, his court, the cxcejJi<Ve number of his fir·vants, of t/;e ah11jes in the Chancery, King's Bench, Common P.'ea.r, 
Exchequer, and of grie<Vous opprej}iot!f in the country, by the great multitudes of maintai11ers o.f quarrels, (me 
linked in confederacies together) who hebaved tbemfel'Ves like kings in the country, fi as there was <Very 
litt/1 law or right, ami if other thilzgs rwhicb thryfaiil were the caufi if the late commotiom under Wat 
'1 yler. Pari. Hift. vol. 1. p. 365. Tlii<> irregular gover ment, hich oo king and no houfe of corn~ 
mons had been able to remedy, was the fource -of the l.itentioufi1efs of Lhe gre::tt, and tutbulency of the 
people, as well as tyranny of the princes. If fubjetl:s would enjoy liberty, nd K:ings fccurity, the 
laws muft be executed. 

In the ninth of this reign, the commons alfo difcovered an accur~cy and a jealoufy of Iiherty, which 
we fliould little exproin thefe rude times. " It was agreed by parliament," fays Cotton, p. 309, " that the fubfidy of ~ools, wool-fells, and fkins, granted to the King until t11e time of Mid-tiunmer 
" then enfuing, fuould ceafe from the fame time unto the feaft of St. Peter ad <Vi11cula; for that thereby 
u the King fuould be·interrupted for claiming fuch grant dne." See alfo Cotton, p. J 98. 

I i z frill 
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Chap. XVII. ftill perfevere in hoftilities againft England. Scotland, whofe throne was now 

1
3i7· filled by Robert Stewart, nephew to David Bruce, and the firft prince of that fa-

mily, maintained fuch clofe connexions with France, that war with the one crown 
almoft neceffarily produced hoftilities with the other. The French monarch, 
whofe prndent conduCt had acquired him the firname of wife, as he had already 
baffled all the experience and valour of the two Edwards, was likely to prove 
a dangerous enemy to a minor King; but his genius, which was not naturally 

. enterprizing, led him not, at prefent, to give any great difturbance to his neigh
bours ; and he laboured, b~fides, under many difficulties at home, which it was ne
ceffary for him to furmount, before he could think of making conquefts in an 
.enemy's country. England was mafter of Calais, Bourdeaux, and Bayonne; had 
lately acquired poffeffion of Cherbourg, from the ceffion of the King of Na
varre, and of Breft from that of the duke of Brittany *; and having thus accefs 
into France from every quarter, was able, even in its prefent fituation, to give an
noyance to his government. Before Charles could remove them from thefe im · 
portant pofts, he died in the flower of his age, and left his kingdom to a minor 

fon, who bore the name of Charles VI. 

1380. 

MEAN-WHILE the war with France was carried on in a manner fomewhat lan
guid, and produced no enterprize of great luftre or renown. Sir HuglJ Calverley, 
who had formerly headed a company of banditti in France, (for he; as well as fir 

. Robert Knolles, and many of-the m oft renowned commanders of E~ ~ard, had 
once followed that difhonourable profeffion,) was governor of Calais; and making 
an inroad into Picardy, with a detachment of the garrifon, he fet fire to Bou
logne t. The duke of Lancafter conduCted anrarmy into"Brittany, but returned 
without being able to perform any memorable aCl:ion. In: a fubfequent year, the 
duke of Glocefter marched out of Calais. with a body of 2000 cavalry, and 
8ooo infantry;. and fcrupled not, with this fmall army, to enter into the heart of 
~""'ranee, and to continue his r.avages, thro' Picardy, Champa~gne, the Brie, the 
Beauife, the Gatinois, the Orleanois, till he reached his allies in the province of 
Britt 1ny t! The duke of Burgundy, at the head of a more confiderable army,. 
came within fight of hin1 ; but the French were fo over-awed by the for-mer fuc
ceffes of the Englifh, that no fuperiority of numbers could tempt them to ven· 
ture a pitched battle with the troops of that nation. As the duke of Brittany, 
foon after the arrival of thefe fuccours, formed an accommodation with the court 
of F ranee ; this enterprize alfo proved in the iffue unfuccefsful and made no du--
rable impreffion upon the enemy. ' 

Rymer, vol. 7. p. I 99· t Walfing. p. zog. :f: FroiD:art, li\!. z. chap. 50; 51. Walfm. p. 2!9· 
~HJ: 
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THE expences of thefe armaments, and the ufual want of oeconomy attending Chap. XVII~ 

a minority, much exhaufl:ed the Englifh treafury, and obliged the parlia~ent, in 
1380

· 

order to fupply it, to impofe a new and extraordinary tax of three groats on 

every perfon, male and female, above fifteen years of age; and they ord.1ined 

that, in levying that tax, the opulent fhould relieve the poor by an eguitable 

compenfation. This impofition excited a mutiny, which was very fingular in 

its circumftances. All hiftory abounds with examples, where the great ty-

rannize over the meaner fort : But here the loweft populace rofe ag 1inft their 

rulcirs> exercifed the moft cruel ravages upon them, and took vengeance for all 

their former oppreffions. 

THE faint dawning of the arts and of good government in that age, had ex- 138 • 

cited the minds of the populace, in different ftates of Europe, to wi!h for a bet-

ter condition, and to murmur againft thofe chains, which the laws, enacted by 

the haughty nobility and gentry, had fo long impofed upon them. The corn

motions of the people in Flanders, the mutiny of the peafants in France, were 

the natural effeCts of this growing fpirit of independance ; and the report of thefe 

events, being brought into England, where perfonal Oavery was more general 

than w any other country of Europe *, had prepared the minds of the multitude 

for an infurreetion. One John Ball alfo, a feditious preacher, who affected low 

popularity, went about the country, and inculcated on his audience the principles 

of the firft origin of mankind from one common .frock, their equal right to 

liberty and to all the goods of nature, the tyranny of artificial diftinctions, and 

the abufes which had arifen from the degradation of the more CGnfiderab}e part 

of the fpecies, an 1 the aggrandizement of a few infolent rulers t. Thefe doc-

trines, fo agreeable to the populace and fo conformable to the ideas- of pri-. 

initive equality, which are engraven in the hearts of all men, were greedily re-

ceived by the multitude; and had fcattered the fparks of that fedition, which the 

prefent tax raifed into a conflagration. 

THE impofition of three groats a head had been farmed out to tax·gatherersrnfurreaion 

in each county, who levied the money with rigor on the people ; and the claufe,.af the corn- · 

of making the rich eafe their poorer neighbours of fome fhare of the burden, being mon people. 

fo vague and undetermined, had doubtlefs occafioned many partialities, and 

made the people more fenfible of the unequal lot, which fortune had • fiigned 

them in the diftribution of her favours. The firft diforder arofe from a black-fmith 

in a village of Effex. The tax-g:1therers came to this man's !hop, while he was 

.at ·work, and demanded payment for his daughter, whom he affected to be: 

_ FroiJT.·ut~ liv. z. chap. 74• f FroiJrart, liv. z, chaP.. 74! WaHingham~ P• 275• · 
below: 
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Chap. XVII. below tl1e age affigncd by the. ftatute. One of thefe fello~vs offe-red to :prod ace a 
1 381 ' very .. indecent proof to the contrary, and at the fa m~ ti1ne laid hold of the maid: 

vVhich the father refenting~ in1mediately knocked OGt the ruffian's brains with 
his hammer. The byftanders applauded the action, and exclaimed, that it was 

full time for the people to take vengeance of their tyrants, and to vindicate 
their native liberty. They immediately flew to arms : The whole neighbourhood 
joined in the fedition : The flan1e fpread in an inflant over the whole county: 
It foon propagated itfelf into that of Kent, of Hertford, Surrey, Suffex, Suf .. 
folk, Norfolk, Cambridge, and Lincoln. Before the government had the leaft 

warning of the danger, the diforder had rifen beyond controul or oppofition: 
The populace had £ha ken off. all regard to their former m afters : And being 
headed by the tnoft audacious and criminal of their affociates, who affumed the 

feigned names of Wat Tyler, Jack Straw, Hob Carter, and Tom Millar, by 
which they were fond of denoting their mean origin, they committed every 

where the moft outrageous violences on fuch of the gentry or nobility as had the 

n1isfortune to fall into their hands. 

tzth June. THE infurgents, amounting to an hundred thoufand men, afietnbled on Black-
heath, under their leaders, Ty ler and Straw ; and as the princefs of Wales, 
the King's mother, returning from a pilgrimage to Canterbury, paffed thro' the 
midft of them, they attacked her company, and fome of the moft infolent among 

them, to £how their purpofe of levelling all mankind, forced kiffes from 
her; but they allowed her eo continue her journey, without attempting any far
ther injury*. They fent a meiTage to the King, who had taken fhelter in the 
T-ower ; and defired a conference with him. Richard failed down the river in his 

barge ; but on approaching the fhore, he faw fuch fymptoms of tumult and in

folence, that he put back and returned to that fortrefs +. The mutinous pea
fants, mean while, favoured by the city rabble, had broke into London ; had burnt 
the duke of Lancafi:er's palace of the Savoy; cut off the heads of all the gentle
n1en whom they laid hold of; expreffed a particular animofity againft the lawyers 

and attornies ; and pillaged the warehoufes of the rich merchants :f:. A great 

body of them quartered themfelves at Mile-end; and the King, finding no defence 

in the Tower, which was weakly garifoned, and ill fupplied With provifions, was 

obliged to go out to them, and afk their den1ands. They required a general 
pardon, the abolition of Oavery, freedom of commerce in market-towns without 

tolls or impofl:s, and a fixed rent on lands inftead of the fervices due by villenage. 

Thefe requefts, which, tho' extremely reafonable in themfelves, the nation was 

• Froiff'art, liv. 2. chap. 74• i· Froi1fart, liv. 2. chap. 75• 
:t: Froitfart, liv. -z. chap. 76. Walfmgham, p. 248, 249. 
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not fufficiently prepared to receive, and which it was dangerous to have extorted Chap. XVII. 
by violence, were however complied with; charters to that purpofe were granted , 1 3~h. 
then1; and this body immediately difperfed and returned to their feveral homes *. 

DtrRING this tranfaCl:ion) another body of the rebels had broke into the Tower; 
had murdered Simon Sudbury, the primate, and chancellor, with Sir Robert 
I-lales, the treafurer, and fome other perfons of diftinCl:ion ; and continued their 
ravages in the city t. The King palling along Smithfield, very flenderly guard
ed, met with Wat Ty ler, at the head of thefe rioters, and entered into a con
ference with him. Tyler, having ordered his companions to retire till he 1hould 
give them a fignal, after which they were to murder all the company except the 
King himfelf, whom they were to detain prifoner, feared not to come into the 
midil: of the royal retinue. He there behaved himfelf in fuch a manner, that 
Walworth, the mayor of London, not able to bear his infolence, drew his fword, 
and ftruck him fo violent a blow as brought him to the ground, where he was 
inftantly difpatched by others of the King's train. The mutineers feeing their 
le der fall, prepared themfelves for revenge; and this whole company with the 
King himfelf, had undoubtedly perifhed on the fpot, had it not been for an ex
traordinary prefence of mind which Richard difcovered on this occafion. He or
dered his company to ftop; he advanced alone towards the enraged multitude; 
and accofting them with an affable and intrepid countenance, he afked them, 
" What is the meaning of this diforder, my good people ? Are you angry that 
" you have loft your leader ? I am your King : I will be your leader." The po
pulace, over-awed by his prefence, implicitly followed him : He led them out 
into the fields, to. prevent any diforder which might have arifen by their continu-· 
ing in the city : Being there joined by Sir Robert Knolles and a body of weH 
armed veteran foldiers, who had been fecretly drawn together, he ftrictly prohi
bited that officer from falling on the rioters, and committing an undiftinguilhed . 
flaughter upon them ; and he peaceably difmiffed them with the fame charters, 
which had been granted to their companions :f:.. Soon after, the nobility and gen
try, hearing of the King's danger, in which they were all involved, flocked to 
London with their adherents and retainers; and Richard took the field at the 
head of an army .c}o,ooo ftrong §. It then behoved all the other rebels to fubmit: 
The charters of enfranchi~ ment and pardon were revoked by parliament ; the 
low people were reduced to the fame llavifh co dition as before, and feveral of 
the ringleaders were feverely puniilied f< .. r the h te diforders.. It was pretended, 
that the intentions of the infurgents had ~en to fi ize the Ring's per on, to carry 

• Froiifart, lib. 2. chap. 77· t \8 a fingham, p. 250, 251. ! · Froiifart, vol. 2· 
chap. 77· Walfingham, p. 253. Knyghton p. 2637• § Waltingham, p. 267. 
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Chap. Xvn. him thro' England at their head, to murder all the n.obility,. gentry; .and lawyers; 
1381. and even all the bi!hops and pnefts, except the mendtcant fnars; to d1fpatch after

wards the King himfelf; and having thus redu ed all the people to a level, to 

order the kingdom at their pleafure *. It is n9t impoffible, that many of them, 
in the delirium uf their firff fuccefs, tnight have formed fuch projeCts : But of all 
the evils attending human fociety, the infurreftions of the populace, when not 
raifed and fupported by perfons of higher quality, is the leaft to be dreaded: 
The mifchie&, confequent on an abolition of all rank and diftinction, become fo 
great, that they are immediately felt, and foon bring back affairs to their for-

mer order and arrangement. 
A youth of fixteen (which was at this time the King's age) that had difcovered 

fo much courage, prefence of mind, and addrefs, and had fo dextroufiy eluded 
the violence of this tumult, gave great hopes to the nation; and it was natural 
to expeCt, that he would, in the courfe of his life, equal all the glories, which 
had fo uniformly attended his father and his grandfather, in all thtir undertak-

"85· ings. But in proportion as Richard a(~vanced in years, thefe hopes were blaft
ed; and his want of capacity, at leaft of fo\id judgment, appeared in every en
terprize, which he attempted. The Scots, fen!ible of their own deficierlcy in 
.cavalry, had app~ied to the regency ot Charles VI. and John de Vienne, ad
miral of France, had been fent over with a body of rsoo men at arms, to [up-

port them in their incurfions againft the Englifh. The danger was now deemed 
by ~he King's uncles fomewhat ferious; and a great army of 6o,coo men was 
levied and conducted againft Scotland, with Richard himfelf at the head of it. 
The Scots pretended not to make rdiil:ance to fo great a force : They abandoned 
without fcruple their country to be pillaged and deftroyed by the enemy: And 
when de Vienne expreffed his furprize at this plan of operations, they told him, 
that all their cattle was driven into the forefts and faftneffes ; that their houfes 
and other goods were of no value ; and that they well knew how to corn pen fate 
themfelves for any loffes, which they might fufl:ain in that refpeB:, by making 
an invafion on the Engli!h. .l\.ccordingly, when Richard entered Scotland by 

l 

Berwic and the eaft coaft, the Scots and French, to the number of 3o,ooo men, 
paffed the borders of England by the weft, and carrying on their ravages thro 
Cumberland, Weftmoreland, and Lancaihire, collected a rich booty, and then 
returned in tranquillity to their own country. Richard mean while advanced 
towards ~dinburgb, and deftroyed in his way all the towns and villages on each 
:fide of h1m : He reduced that city to allies: He treated in the fame manner 
Perth, Dundee, and other places in the Low Countries; but when he was ad· 

• Walfingham, p. z65. 
1 
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vi fed to march towards the weft coaft, to await there the return of the enemy, and Chap. XYI!. 

to take revenge on them for their devafl:ations, his impatience to be in England, 1 3s~. 
and enjoy his ufual pleafures and amufements, was more prevalent; and he carried 
back his army, without effeCting any thing by all thefe mighty preparations. The 
Scots, foon after, finding the folid bodies of French cavalry very ufelers in that 
defultory kind of war, to which they confined themfelves, treated their allies fo 
ill, that the French returned home ; very much difgufted with the country., and • 
the manners of its inhabitants*. The Engliib, tho' they regretted the indolence 
and ditfolute manners of their King, faw themfelves for the future fecured againft 
any dangerous invafion from that quarter. 

BuT it was fo material an intereft of the French court to wrefr the fea port 1 3s6, 
towns from the hands of their enemy, that t]1ey refolved to attempt it by fame 
other expedient, and found no means fo likely as by an invafion of England itfelf. 
They colleCted an immenfe fleet and army at Sluife; for the Flemings were now 
in alliance with them: All the nobility of France were engaged in this enterprize : 
The Englifh were kept in alarm : Great preparations were made for the recep
tion of the invaders: And tho' the difperfion of the French !hips by a ftorm, 
and the taking of many of them by the Engli!h, before the embarkation of the 
troops, freed the kingdom from the prefent danger, they were fully fenfiblc, · 
that this perilous fituation might every moment return upon them t. 

THERE were two circumftances chiefly, which engaged the French at this time to 
think of fuch attempts. The one was the abfence of the duke of Lancafter, who had 
carried into Spain all the flower of the Englifh military force, in profecution of 
his vain claim to the crown of Caftije; an enterprize,. in which, after fome pro
mifino- fuccefs, he was finally difappointed : The other was, the violent diffen-. 0 

fions and diforders, which had taken place in the Engli!h government. 

THE fubjeB:ion, in which Richard was held by his uncles, particularly by the 
duke of Glocefter, a prince of enterprize and genius, tho' it was not unfuitable to 
his years and fiender capacity, was extremely difagreeable to his violent temper; 
and he began to rebel againft the yoke impofed upon him. Robert de V ere, earl 
of Oxford, a young man of a noble family, of an agreeable figure, but of diffo
lute manners, had acquired an entire afcendant over him ; and ruled him with 
the moft abfolute authority. The King knew fo little bounds to his affection, 
that he firft created his favourite marquis of Dublin, a title before unknown in 
England, and then duke of Ireland ; and transferred to him by patent, which 

• Froiifart, Jiv. z. chap. 149, 150, &c. liv. 3· chap. sz. Waliingham, p. 316, 3'7· 
t Froi!fart, Iiv. 3· chap. 41, 53· \Valfingham, p. 322, 323. 
VoL. II. K k was 
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was con fi rmed in parliament, the entire fovereignty for life of that iiland •. l-Ie 
Chao. XVII. 

; .)286. o-ave him in marriao;e hi s coufin german, the daughter of Ingelram de Couci, earl 
b t> 
of Bedford ; but foon after permitted him to repudiate that lady, tho' of an un .. 
exceptionable chara5ter, and to marry a foreigner, a Bohemian, with whom he 
had become enamoured t · Thefe public declarations of attachment turned the 
whole court towards the favourite : .~ll graces paffed thro' his hands : Accefs to 
the King could only be obrained thro' his mediation: And Richard feemed to 
take no pleafure in royal authority, but fo far as it enabled him to load with fa

vours and titles and dignities this object of his affections. 

Difcontent of T H E j ealGufy of power immediately produced an animofity between the mi
the barons. nion and his creatures on the one hand, and the princes of the blood and chief 

nobility on the other ; and the ufual complaints againft the infolence of favou· 
tites were loudly echoed and greedily received, in every part of the kingdom. Mow
bray, earl of Nottingham, the marefchal, Fitz-Alan earl of Arunde], Piercy 

· earl of Northumberland, Montacute earl of Salifbury, Beaucharnp earl of War
wic, were all connected with each other, and with the princes, by friend!hip or 

, 

· alliances, and ftill more by their antipathy to thofe who had eclipfed them in the 
King's favour and confidence. No longer kept in awe by the perfonal character 
of the prince, they fcorned to fubmit to his miniflers; and the methods,. which: 
they took to redrefs the grievance complained of, well fuited the violence of that 
age, and the defperate extremities, to which every oppofition was fure to be in~ 
ftancly carried. 

MICHAEL DE LA PoLE, the prefent chancellor, and lately created earl of Suf
folk, was the fon of an eminent merchant ; but had rifen by his abilities and 
valour during the wars of Edward Ill . had acquired the friendfhip of that mo
narch, and was efieemed the perfon of greateft expet ience and capacity among 
thofe who were attached to the duke of Ireland and the King's fecret council· 
"rhe duke of Glocdl:er, who had the houfe of commons at his devotion, impel
led them to exercife that power which they feem firft to have affi1med againft 
lord Latimer during the declining years of the late King ; and an impeachmen_t 
gainft the chancellor was carried up by them to the houfe of peers, which was no 

lefs at his devotion. The King forefaw the tempeft preparing againft him and his 
minifters. After attempting in vain to roufe the Londoners to his defence, he 
withdrew from parliament, and retired with his court to Eltham. The par1ia
n1ent fent a deputation, inviting him to return, and threatening, that, if he con· 
tinued to abfent hilnfelf, they would immediately diffolve, and leave the nation, 

• Cotton, p. 3 10, 311. Cox'shill.ofirelarid, p. 129. Walftngham, p.JZ+· 
t Walfingham, p. 3z8. 
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tho' at that time in imminent canger of a French invafion, without ar.y fupport Chap XVII. or fupply ior its defence. At the fame time, a member was encouraged to caH 1 ;BG. for the record, containing the parliamentary depofition of Edward li. ; a plain intimation of the fate, which Richard, if he continued refraCtory, had reafon to expect from them. The King, finding himfelf unable to refill:, was contented to ftipulate, that, except finifhing the prefent impeachment againO: Suffolk, no at-tack ihould be made againft any other of his minifters ; and on that condition, he returned to the parliament*. 

NoTHING can proye more fully the innocence of Suffolk, than the frivoloufne~ of the articles, which his enemies, in the prefent plenitude of their power, thought proper to objeCt again{\ him t. It was alleged, that being chancellor, and obliged by his oath to confult the King's profit, he had purchafed lands of the crown below their true value; that he had exchanged with the King a perpetual annuity of 400 marks a year, which he enjoyed from his father, and whic was affigned upon the cuftoms of the port of Hull, for lands of an equa1 income; that having obtained for his fon the priory of St. Anthony, which was formerly po!fefied·by a Frenchman, an enemy and a fchifmatic, and a new prior being at the fame time named -by the Pope, he had refufed to admit this perfon, till he made a compofition with his fon, and agreed to pay him an hundred pounds a year from the benefice ; that he had purchafed, from one Tydeman of Limborch, an old and forfeited annuity of fifty pounds a year upon the crown, and had en. gaged the King to admit that bad debt upon his revenues; and that, when created earl of Suffolk) he had obtained a grant of 500 pounds a year, to fupport the dignity of that title+· Even the proof of thefe articles, frivolous as they 
• Knyghton, p. 2715, &c. The fame author, p. z68o, tells us, that the King, in return to the rnefiage, faid, that he would not for their defire remove the meaneft fcullion from his kitchen. rr his author alfo tells us, that the King faid to the commiffioners, when they harangued him, that he faw his fubjeets were rebellious, and his befi way would be to cal1 in the King of France to his aid. But it is plain, that all thefe fpeeches were either intended by Knyghton merely as an ornament to his hifiory, or are falfe. For (1) when the five lords accufe the Ipng's mini!l:ers in the next parliament, and impute to them every ralh attion of the King, they fpeak ndthing of thefe replies which are fo obnoxious, were fo recent, and are pretended to have been fo pubr'ic. (z) The King, fo far from having any connexions at that time with France, wa threatened with a dangerous invafion from that kingdom. Thi ' ftory feems to have been taken from the reproaches afterwards thrown out again!l: him, and to have been transferred by the hiftorian to this t:me, to which they cannot be appliod. t Cotton; p. 315. Knyghton, p. z683. 
t It is probable that the earl of SufFolk was not rich, nor able to fupport the dignity without the bOunty of the crown: For his father Michael de la Pole, tho' a great merchant, had been ruined by lending money to the late King. See Cotton, p. 194· We may remark that the dukes of Glocefler and York, tho' vaftly rich, received at the fame time each of them a thoufand pounds a year, to fupport their dignity. , Rymer, vol. 7· p. 481, Cotton, p. 3 ro. 

K k 2 are, 
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Chap. XVII. are, was found very defective upon the trial : It appeared, that Suffolk had made· 

1 3
86

• no purchafes of the crown while he was chancellor, and that all his bargains of 

that kind were n1ade before he was advanced to that dignity*. It is almoft 

needlefs to add, that he was condemned, notwithftanding his defence; and that 

he was deprived of his office. -

GLOC:ESTER and his affociates ob!erved their ftipulation with the King, and at· 

tacked no more of his minifters: But they immediately attacked himfelf and his. 

royal dignity, and framed a rommiffion after the model of thoie, which had been 

attempted almoft in every reign fince that of Richard I. and which h·ad always 

been attended with the moft extreme confufion t. By this commiffion a council' 

of fourteen perfons were appointed, all of Glocefter's faCtion, except Nevil, arch

bifilop of York: The fovereign power was transferred to thefe men for a twelve

month : The King, who had now reached the twenty firft year of his age, was 

in reality dethroned: The ariftocracy was rendered fupreme: And tho' the term 

of the commiffion was limited to a twelvemonth, it was eafy to forefee, that the 

intentions of the party were to render it perpetual, and that power would with 

great difficulty be wrefted from thofe grafping hands, to which it was once com

lnitted. Richard, however, was obliged to fubmit : He figned the commiilion ; 

he took an oath never to infringe it ; and tho' at the end of the feffion, he pub

lick!y entered a protefr, that the prerogatives of his crown, notwithftanding hi~ 

late conceffion, fhould frill be deemed entire and unimpaired t, the new com

l11iffioners, without regarding it, proceeded to the exercife of their authority. 

13s7• THE King, thus difpoffeft of royal power, was foon fenfible of the contempt 

<;ivil commo- into which he was fallen. I-Iis favourites and minifters, who were as yet allow

~ Ion · ed to remain about his· perfon, failed not to aggravate the injury, which, with

out any demerit on his parr, had been offered to him. And his eager temper 

was of itfelf fufficiently inclined to feek the means both of recovering his authori

ty and of revenging himlelf on thofe who had invaded it. As the houfe of com

mons appeared now of fome weight in the conftitution, he tried fecretly fome 

expedients for procuring a favourable election : He founded fome of the fheriffs, 

who being at that time both the returning officers, and magifhates of great power 

in the counties, would naturally have confiderable influence in elections : But as 

n1oft of them had been appointed by his uncles, either during his minority, or 

during the courfe of the prefent commiffion, he found them in general averfe to· 

his enterprize. The fentiments and inclinations of the judges were more favour· 

.. 

* Cotton, P· 3 I 5· t Knyghton, p. 2686. Statutes at large, Io Rich. IL chap. 1. 

t Cotton, p. 318~ able 
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able to him. He met at Nottingham fir Robert Trefilian, chief juftice of the Chap. ;Yn. 
King's Bench, fir Robert Belknappe, chief juftice of the Common Pleas, fir John 13 ,. 

Cary, chief baron ot the Exchequer, Holt, Fulthorpe, and Bourg, inferior jnilices, 
and Lokton, ferjeant at law ; and he propofed to them fome queries, which 
thefe lawyers, either from the influence of his authority or of reafon, made no 
fcruple of anfwering in the way he defired. They declared, that the late corn-
million was derogatory to the royalty and prerogative of the King; that thofe 
who procured it, or advifed the King to confent to it, were punifhable with death; 
that thofe who neceffitated and compelled him were guilty of treafon ; that thofe 
were equally criminal who ihould perfevere in maintaining it; that the King has 
the right of diffolving parliaments when he pleafes; that the parliament, while it 
fits, muil: proceed firft upon the King's bufinefs; and that that affembly cannot 
without the King's confent impeach any of his minifters and judges*. Even accor-
ding to our prefent ftritl: maxims with regard to law and the royal prerogative, all 
thefe determinations, except the two laft, were entirely ju!l:ifiable: And as the great 
privileges of the commons, particularly that of impeachment, were hitherto 
very new, and fupported by few precedents, there want not reafons of apo-
logy for thefe opinions of the judges. They figned, therefore, their anfwer to 
the King's queries before the archbilhops of York and Dublin, the bifhops of 
Durham, Chichefter, and Bangor, the duke of Ireland, the earl of Suffolk, and 
two other counfellors of inferior quality. 

THE duke of Glocefter, and his adherents, foon got intelligence of this fecret 
confultation ; and were naturally much alarn1ed at it. They faw the King's in
tention, not only of recovering his authority, but of punifhing them for invad
ing it ; and they determined to pr vent the execution r•f his purpofe. As foon 
as he came to London, which, they knew, was well difpofed to their par
ty, they fecretly alfembled their forces, and appeared in arms at Haringay-park,. 
near Highgate, with a power, which Richard and his mini!l:ers were not able 
to refift. They fent him a meffage by the archbifhop of Canterbury, and the 
lords Love], ~obham, and Devereux, and demanded, that the perfons who had 
feduced him by their pernicious council, and were traitors both to him and to the 
kingdom, fhould be delivered to them. A few days after, they appeared in his 
prefence, armed and attended with armed followers ; and they accufed by name 
the archbifhop of York, the duke of Ireland, the earl of Suffolk, fir Robert Tre-

·filian, and fir Nicholas Brembre, as publrck and dangerous enemies to the ftate .. 
They threw down their gauntlets before the King, and fiercely offered to maintain 

~ Knyghton, p. z694• Ypod N euft. p, 5 T. 
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Chap XVII. the truth of their charge by duel. The perfons accufed, and all the other obnoxi· 

1 387· ous minifters, bad withurawn or concealed themfelves. 

- THE duke of Ireland fled to Che!hire, and levied fame forces, with which he 

advan~d to relieve the King from the violence of the nobles. Glocefler encoun

tered him in Oxfordihire with much fuperior forces ; routed him, difperfed hi9 

followers, and obliged him to fly into the Low-Countries, where he died in exile 

1388. a few years after. The lords th n appeared at London with an army of 4o,ooo men; 

3d February. and having obliged the King to fummon a parliament, which was entirely at thetr 

devotion, they had ful1 power, by obferving a few legal forms, to take vengeance 

Expuliion or on all their enemies. Five great peers, men whoie combined power was able at 

execution of any time to fhake the throne, Thomas duke of Glocefter, the King's uncle; Hen

~fn~~~fs ry earl of Derby, fon of the duke of Lancafter ; Richard earl of Arundel and 

Surrey ; Thon1as earl of W arwic, and Thomas earl of Nottingham, and maref

chal of England, entered before the parliament an accufation or appeal, as it was 

called, agatnft the five counfdlors, whom they had a1ready accufed before the 

King. The parliamer1t, who ought to have been judges, were not afuamed to 

impofe an oath on a.l their members, by which they bound themfelves to live 

and die with the lords appellants, and to defend them againft all their enemies 

with their lives and fortunes *. 
THE other proceedings were well fuited to the violence and iniquity of the 

times. A charge, confifting of thirty-nine articles~ was delivered in by the ap .. 

pellants ; and as none of the accufed counfellors, except fir Nicholas Brembre, 

was in cuilody:~ the refl: were cited to anfwer; and upon their non-appearance, af

ter a very f}ort interval, without hearing a witnefs, without examining a faft, or 

deliberating on one point of law, the houfe of peers declared them guilty of high 

treafon. Sir Nicholas Brembre, who was produced in court, had the appearance, 

and probably no more than the appearance, of a trial : The peers, tho' they were 

not by law his proper judges, pronounced, in a very fummary manner, fentence of 

death upon him; and he was executed, together with Sir Robert Trefilian, who 

had been difcovered and taken in the interval. 

lT would be tedious to recite the whole charge delivered in againft the five 

counfellors; which is to be met with in feveral collections t. It is fufficient to 

obferve in general, that if we reafon upon the fuppofition, which is the true one1 

that the royal prerogative was invaded by the commifiion given to the duke of 

Glocefter and his affociates, and that the King's perfon was afterwards detained 

• Cotton, p. 322, t Knyghton, p. 2715. TyrreJ, vol. 3· part:. p. 919, from the records. 

arliamen tary Hi!!ory, vol. I • P• 41 +· 
in 
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· n cuil:ody by rebels, many of the articles will appear, not only to imply no crime Chap. XVII! ln the duke of Ireland and the minW:ers, but to impute to them aCl:ior1s, which 1388. were laudable, and which they were bound by their allegiance to perform. The few articles, refpeeting the condud ot thefe minifters before that commiffion, which fubverted the confi:itution, and annihilated all jufl:ice and legal authority, are vague and general ; fuch as their engroffing the King's favour, keeping the grandees at a diil:ance from him, obtaining unreafonable grants for themfe!ves or their creatures, and diffipating the public treafure by ufelefs expences. No vio-lence is objected to them; no particular illegal act *; no breach of any ftatute ' and their adminiftration may therefore be concluded to have been fo far innocent and inoffenfive. All the diforders indeed feem to have proceeded, not from any ·nfringement of the laws attempted by the minifters, but merely from a rivaHhip of power, which the duke of Glocefter, and the great nobility, agreeable to the genius of the times, carried to the utmoft extremity againft their opponents, without any regard to reafon, juftice or humanity. 

BuT thefe were not the only acts of violence committed during the triumph of the party. All the other judges, who had figned the extrajudicial opinions at Nottingham, were condemned to death, and were, as a grace or favour, banilhed to Ireland ; tho' they pleaded the fear of their lives, and the menaces of the King's minifters as their excufe. The lord Beauchamp of Holt, fir James Berners, and fir John Salilbury, were alfo tried and condemned for high treafon; merely becaufe they had attempted to d~fea t the late commiffion: But the life of the latter was fpared. The fate of fir Simon Burley was more fevere: This gentleman was much beloved for his perfonal ment, had diftinguifhed himfdf by many ho· nourable aCtions -j-, was created knight of the garter, and had been appointed governor to Richard, by the cho1ce of the late King and the Black prince : He 
• We muft except the 1 zth article, whi h accufcs Brernbre of having cut off the heads of twenty-wo prifoners, confined for felony or debt, withou t warrant or Drocefs of law: But as it is not conce:vable what intereil: Brem b, e could have to tr~a t chefe felo ns and debtors in fuch a manner ; we may prefurne that the fact is either falk or mifrep . fented. It was in thefe mem power to fay any tlUng againft the pedbns accufed: No defence or apology was admitted•: All was law lefs will and pleafure. They are alfo accufed of defigns to mu rde r the lords; but thde accufations either are general, or deroy one another. C::ometimes, as in articl e 15th, they intend to murder them by means of the mayor and city of London: Sometimes, .. sin nrtidc z3th, by trial and falfe inquefts: Sometimes, as in article 28 th, by means o the King of l· ranee, who was to receive Calais for his pains. 
t At leail, this is the character given of him by Froi ffiu t, Iiv. 2 . who k new him perfona11y: Walfing. p. 3 34-, gives a very cliff rent charatl:er of him; bu l1 e is a writer fome\\ hat paffi onate and partial; and the choice 'Tlade of th is gentleman by Edw, rd Ill. a 1 the Black p. ince for the education of Richard, makes the character given of him by Froiifart, much more pro J e. 

had 
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Chap. XVII. had attended his mafter from the earlieft infancy of that prince, and had ever re..: 

1 J8g. mained extremely attached to him : Yet all thefe con fiderations could not fave him 

from fa\lino- a victim to Glocefi:er's vengeance. This execution, more than all the 
b 

others, made a deep impreffion on Richard's mino: His OEeen too (for he was 

already married to the fifter of the Emperor Winchefiaus, King of Bohemia) 

interefi:ed herfdf extremely in behalf of Burley : She remained three hours on her 

knees before the earl of Glocefi:er, pleading for that gentleman's life ; but tho' 

fhe was become extremely popular by her amiable qualities, which had acquired 

her the appellation of the good ff...ueen Ann ; her petition was fiern]y rejeCted by 

that inexorable tyrant. 

THE parliament concluded this violent fcene by a declaration, that none of the 

articles, decided on thefe trials to be treafon, fluuld ever afterwards be drawn 

into precedent by the judges who were {l:ill to confider the ftatute of the twenty

fifth of Edward as the rule of their conduct. The houfe of lords feem not at that 

time to have known or acknowledged the principle, that they themfelves were 

bound, in their judicial capacity, to follow the rules, which they had efi:ablifhed 

in their legiflative *. It was alfo enacred, that every one fhould fwear to the per

petLl<ll maintenance and fupport of the forfeitures and attainders, and of all the 

other acts pafied during this parliament. The archbifhop of Canterbury added 

the penalty of excommunication, as a farther fecurity of thefe deeds of violence. 

IT might naturally be expected, that the King, being reduced to fuch fiavery 

13139. by the combination of the princes of the blood and the chief nobility, and having 

appeared fo unable to defend his fervants from the moft cruel effects of their re

fentment, would long remain in fubjetl:ion to them; and never would recover 

* In general, the parliament in thofe days never paid a prorer regard to Edward's fi:atute of trea

fons, tho' one of the m oft advantageous laws for the fubjeCl: that has ever been enaeted. In the 17th 

of the King, the dulus of La1zcajler cmd Glocejler complain to Richard that Sir 'Th-:mas Talbot, with others 

·of his adherents con/pired the death oftbe /aid dukes in di'Vers parts ofChefoire, as the fame was confeJed 

and u·el! lmo<tVll; and praJhzg that the parliame11t may judge of th: fau't. Wlereupon the Kitzg and 

the lords in the parliament judged the fame fall to be open and high treafm : And hereupon tbry 

-award two <t~.:rits, the one to the Jheri.ff of York, a11d the other to the Jheri.ffs of Derh)', to take the bo.1y of 

the .faid Sir 1'homas returrzahle in the King's bench in the month of Eajltr then en/u.ing. Ani open prtirlr<

·mathn <u.Jas rJJade i11 Wtjlmh'.fier-hall, that upon the Jher!lf's return, and at the next coming i?z of the /aid 

Sir Thomas, the /aid Thomu Jhould be convilled of treajo1z, and incur the lofs and paJn of thefome: And 

all ./uch as Jhould recei'Ve him after the pt·oclamation Jhould incur the fame lofi and pain. Cotton, p. 3 54• 

It is to be obferved, that this extraordinary judgment was paffed in a time of tranquillity • . Tho' the 

ftatute itfelf of Edward III. referves a power to the parliament to declare any new fpecies of treafon, 

it is not to be fuppofed that. this power was referved to the houfe of lords alone, or that men were to 

be judged by a law ex pojl fall?. At leafi:, if fuch be the meaning of the cla~fe; it may be affirmed, 

that men were at that time rery ignorant of the firft principles of law and juftice. 
the 
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the royal power, without the moft violent ftruggles and convulfions : But the Chap. XVll. 

vent pn~>Ved otherwife. In lefs than a twelvemonth, Richard, who was in his 1
3

8
9· 

twenty-third year, declared in council, that as he had now attained the full age, 
which int.itled him to govern by his own authority his kingdom and houfehold, 
l1e refolved to exercife his right of fovereignty; and when no one ventured to 
contradict fo reafonable an intention, he deprived Fitz-Alan archbifhop of Can-
terbury of the dignity of chancellor, and befiowed that high office on Wil-
lian1 of Wickham, bifhop of Winchefter ; the bifhop of Hereford was difplaced 
from the office of treafurer, the earl of Arundel from that of admiral ; even the 
duke of Glocefter and the earl of Warwic were removed for a time from the 
council-board : And no oppofition was made to thefe great changes. The hiftory 
of this reign is very imperfect, and very little to be depended on ; except where 
it is fupported by the public records : And it is not eafy for us to affign the 
reafon of this unexpected event. Perhaps, fome fecret animofities, natura1Iy to 
be expected in that fituation, had crept in among the great n1en, and enabled the 
King to recover.his authority. Perhaps, the violence of their former proceedings had 
loft them the affections of the people, who foon repent of any cruel extremities, 
to hich they are carried by their leaders. However this may be, Richard exer-
cifed with moderation the authority which he had refumed. He feemed to be 
entirely reconciled to his uncles * and the other great men, of whom he had fo 
much reafon to complain : He never attempted to recal from banifhment the 
duke of Ireland, whom he found fo obnoxious to them : He confirmed by pro
clamation the general pardon, which the parliament had pa!fed for all offences: 
And he courted the affections of the people, by voluntarily remitting fome fub· 
fidies, which had been granted him ; a remarkable, and almofi a fingular in
fiance of fuch generofity. 

AFTER this compofure of domeftic differences, and reftoration of the govern· 
n1ent to its natural ftate, there pa!fes an interval of eight years, which affords not 
many remarkable events. The duke of Lancafier returned from Spain ; having 
refigned to his rival all pietenfions to the crown of Caftile up'on payment of a large 
fum of moneyt, and having married his daughter, Philippa, to the King of Portugal. 
The authority of this prince fe'rved to counterbalance that of the duke of Glocefter 
and fecured the power of Richard, who p~id great court to his eldell: uncle, by 
whom 'he had never been 'offended, and whom he found more moderate in his 
temper than the younger. He n1ade a ceffion to him for life of the dutchy of 
Guienne 11, which the inclinations and changeable humour of the Garcons had 

Dugdale, vol. z. p. 170. 

:t Rymer, vol. 7· p. 659· 

VoL. II. 

t Knyghton, p. 2677. \Valfingham, p. 34z. 

L 1 reftored 
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CLap. XVIl reftored to the Engliil1 government ; but as they remonfl:rated loudly againfl: 

1 3
89· this deed, it was finally, with the duke's confent, revoked by Richard *. There 

happened an incident, which produced a diffenfion between Lancafier and his 

two brothers. · After the death of the Spanifh princefs, he efpoufed Catharine 

Swineford, daughter of a private knight of Hainault, by whofe alliance, York 

and Glocefl:er thought the dignity of their family much injured : But the King 

gratified his uncle by paffing in parliament a charter of legitimation to the chil-

1394· 

. dren, whom that lady had born him before marriage, and by creating the eldeft, 

earl of Somerfet t. 
THE wars, n1ean while, which Richard had inherited with his crown, ftill 

continued ; tho' interrupted by frequent truces according to the practice of that 

age, and conducred with little vigor, by reafon of the weaknefs of all parties. 

The French war was fcarce heard of; the tranquillity of the northern borders 

was only interrupted by one inroad of the Scots, which proceeded more fron1 a 

rivaHhip between the two martial families of Piercy and Douglas, than from any 

national quarrel : A fierce battle or fkirmilh was fought at Otterborne :J:, in 

which young Piercy, firnamed Hotjpur, from his impetuous valor, was taken 

prifoner, and Douglas fiain ; and the victory remained undecided 11. Some in

furrections of the Irifh obliged the King to make an expedition into that country, 

which he reduced to obedience ; and he recovered, in fome degree, by this en

ter prize, his character of courage, which had fuffered a little by the inactivity of hi$ 

reign. At I aft, the Englifb and French courts began to- think in earneft of a Jafting 

peace; but found it fo difficult to adjuft their oppofite pretenfi0ns, that they 

were contented to efiablifh a truce of twenty-five years § : Breft and Cherbourg 

were reftored, the former to the duke of Brittany, the latter to the King of Na

:varre : Both parties were left in poffeffion of all the other places which they held 

at prefent: And to render the amity between the two crowns more durable, 

Richard, who was now a widower, was affianced to I fabella, the daughter of 

Charles+· This princefs was only feven years of age; but the King agreed to 

fo unequal a match, chiefly that he might fortify himfelf, by this alliance, againft 

the enterprizes of his uncles and the incurable turbulency as well as inconftancy of 

his barons. 

THE adminiftration of the King, tho' it was not, in this interval, fullied by 

at1y unpopular afr, except the feizure of the charter of London •, which was 

• Rymer, vol. 7· p. 687• 

:t: 15th Augufi, 1388. 

§ Rymer, vol. 7· p. 820. 

Wal1ingham, p. 347• 

t Cotton, p. 365. Walfingham, p. 352· 

ft Froiffan, lib. 3· chap. 124, 125, u6. Walfingham, p. 355• 

+ Rymer, vol. 7· p. 811. • Rymer1 vol. 7• p. 727. 
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foon after reftored, had not tended much to fortify his authority; and his per- Chap. XVII. 
fonal charaCl:er brought hin1 into contempt, even while his public government 1396• 
appeared in a good meafure unexceptionable. Indolent, expenfive, addicted to 
low pleafures; he fpent his whole time in feafting and jollity, and diffipated in 
idle lhow, or in bounty to favourites of no reputation, that revenue which the peo-
ple expeB:ed to fee h,im employ in enterprizes direB:ed to public honour and ad
vantage. He forgot his rank by admitting all n1en to his familiarity ; and he 
was not fenfib1e, that their acquaintance with the qualities of his mind was not 
able to imprefs them with the refpeB: which he neglected to preferve from his 
birth and ftation. The earls of Kent and Huntington, his half brothers, 
were his chief confidents and favourites ; and tho' he never devoted himfelf to 
them with fo profufe an affection as that with which he had been attached to the 
duke of Ireland, it was eafy for men to fee that every grace paffed thro' their 
hands, and that the King had rendered himfelf a mere cypher in the government. 
The fmall regard, .which the public bore to his perfon, difpofed them to murmur 
againft his admini(hation, and to receive with greedy ears every complaint, which 
the difcontented or ambitious grandees fuggefted to them. 

GLOCESTER foon perceived all the advantages, which this di.lfolute conduCt I39i· 

gave him; and finding, that both refentment and jealoufy on the fide of his Cabals of the 

nephew frill prevented him from acquiring any afcendant over that prince, he de- du
11
ke of Glo-

ce er. 
termined to cultivate his popularity with the nation, and to revenge himfelf on 
thofe who eclipfed him in favour and authority. He feldom appeared at court 
or in council : He never declared his opinion, but in order to difapprove of the 
meafures embraced by the King and his favourites : And he courted the friend-
1hip of every man, whom difappointments or private refentment had rendered 
an enemy to the adminiftration. The long truce with France was very unpo. 
pular with the Englilh, who breathed nothing but war againft that hortile na
tion; and Glocefter took care to encourage all the vulgar prejudices, which pre, 
vailed on this fubjecr. Forgetting the misfortunes, which attended the Engliih 
arms during the latter years of Edward ; he made an invidious comp~rifon be
tween the glories of that reign and the inaCtivity of the prefent, and he lamented 
that Richard fuould have degenerated fo far from the heroic virtues, by whi h 
his father and his grand-father were difHngui!hed. The military men were in
flamed with a defire of war, when they heard him talk of the fign-11 victories 

-formerly obtained, and of the eafy prey which might be made of the French 
riches by the fuperior valor of the Englifh : The populace readily embraced the 
fame fentiments : And all men exclaimed, that this prince, whofe councils -vvere 
fo much neglected, was the true fupport of Englilh honour, and alone abl~ to 

L 1 2 ri.li fe 



H I S T 0 R Y o r E N G L A N D.' 

Chap. XVII. raife the nation to its former height of power and fplendor. His great abilities-, 

1397· his popular manners, his princely extraB:ion, his immenfe riches, his high of

fice of conftable * ; all thefe advantages, not a little affifted by his want of court

favour, gave him a mighty authority in the kingdom, and rendered him ex

tremely formidable to Richard and his miniaers. 

FRoiSSAR T t, a contemporary author and very impartial, but whofe credit is 

fomewhat impaired by his want of exatl:nefs in material faCts, afcribes to the 

duke of Glocefter n1ore defperate views, and fuch as were totally incompatible 

with the gove_rnment and domefiic tranquillity of the nation. According to that 

hifl:orian, he propofed to his nephew, Roger Mortimer, earl of Marche,. whom 

Richard had declared his fucceffor, to give him immediate poffeffion of the 

throne, by the depofition of a prince, fo unworthy of government and authority: 

And when Mortimer declined this project, he refolved to make a partition of the 

kingdom between himfelf, his two brothers, and the earl of Arundel ; and to dif~ 

poffefs Richard entirely of the crown. The King, it is faid, being informed of 

thefe defigns, faw, that either his own ruin or that of Glocefter was inevitable; 

and he refolved, by a hafty blow, to prevent the execution of fuch deftructive 

projects. This is certain, that Glocefter, by his own confeffion, had often af

fected to fpeak contemptuoufly of the King's perfon and government ; had deli

berated concerning the lawfulnefs of throwing off allegiance to him ; and had 

even born part in a fecret conference, where his depofition was propofed and 

talked of, and determined :1: : But it is reafonable to think, that his fchemes were 

not fo far advanced as to make him think of their immediate execution. The 

danger, probably, was ftill too diftant to render a defperate remedy entirely ne-

. ceffary for the fecurity of the government. 

BuT whatever opinion we may form of Glocefter's confpiracies, his averfion 

to the French truce and a. l' - ce was public and avowed ; and that court, which 

had now a great influe - over the King, pufhea him to provide for his own 

fafety, by taking revenge of the dangerous defigns of his uncle.. The refentment 

of his former violences revived ; the fenfe of his refractory and uncompliant be

haviour was ftill recent ; and a man, whofe ambition had once ufurped royal 

authority, and n1urdered all the faithful fervants of the King, was thought ea· 

"' Rymer, vol. 7• p. 15z. t liv. 4· Chap. 86. 

t Cotton, P· 378. Tyrrel, vol. 3· part z. p. 972,. fi·om the records. Parliamentary Hiflory, vol. I. 

p. 473• That this confeilion was genuine, and obtained without violence, may be entirely depended 

on. Judge Rickhill, who brought it over from Calais, was tried on that account, and acquitted in 

the firft parliament of Henry IV. when Glocefter's party was prevalent. His acquittal, notwithftand

ing his innocence, may even appear marvellous, confidering the times. See Cotton, p. 393· 

8 pable, 
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pable, on a favourable opp'ortunity, of renewing the fame treafonable enterprizes. Chap. XVH. 

The King's precipitant temper admitted of no deliberation : He ordered Gloceft- 1 397· 

er to be unexpectedly arrefl:ed ; to be hurried into a fhip which was lying in the 
river ; and to be carried over to Calais, where alone, he thought, that, by reafon 
of his numerous partizans, he could fafely be detained in cufl:ody *. The earls 
of iArundel and Warwic, were feized at the fame time : The malecontents, fo 
fuddeniy deprived of their leaders, were afl:onifhed, and over-awed : And the 
concurrence of the dukes of Lancafl:er and Y(,rk, in thofe meafures, with that 
of the earls of Derby and Rutland, the fons of thefe princes t, bereaved them of 
all poffibility of refiftance. 

A PARLIAMENT was im~ediately fummoned at Wefiminfter ; and the King 17th Sept. 

doubted not to find the peers, and ftill more the commons, very compliant with 
his will. This houfe had in a former parliament given him very fenfible proofs 
of their obedience :j: ; and the prefent fuppreffion of Glocefter's party made him 
ftill more afTured of a favourable election. As a farther expedient for that pur-
pofe, he is alfo faid to have employed the influence of the fheriffs ; a practice 
which, as it was then fomewhat new, g we great umbrage, but which the efl:a-
blifhed authority of that affembiy rendered afterwards more familiar to the na-
tion. Accordingly, the parliament paffed whatever acts the King was pleafed to 
dictate to them §: They annulled forever the commiffion which ufurped upon 
the royal authority, and declared it treafonable to at tern pt, in any future period, 
the revival of any fimilar commiffion [I : They abrogated all the acts, which 

I 

• FroiiTart, liv. 4· chap. go. Walfing. p. 354· t Rymer, vol. 8. p. 7· 
t In the former parliament, the commons had ihewn themfelves in a difpofition to be very com

plaifant to the King ; yet there happened an incident in their proceeding~, which is very curious, and 

.fhews us the ftate of the houfe in that period. The members were either country gentlemen, or mer · 

chants, who were aiTembled for a few days, anu were entirely unacquaintcd with bufinefs; fo that it 
was eafy to lead them aftray, and draw them into votes and refolutions very different from their fettle 

purpofe. A member had propofed fame petitions concerning the frate of the nation; in which, among 

other things, the houfe recommended frugality to the King, and fi)r that purpofe, defired, that the 

court ihould not be fo much frequented as formerly with hllhops and /adin. The King was difpleafcJ 

with this freedom ; The commons very humbly craved pardon : He was not fatisfied unlcfs they would 

name the mover of that petition. It happened to be one Haxey, whom the parliament, in order t•J 

make attonement, condemned for this offence to die the death of a traitor. But the King, at the de. 

fire of the archbifhop of Canterbury, and the prelates, pardoned him. When a parliament in thofe 

times, not agitated by any faction, and being at entire freedom, could be guilty of fuch rnonftrous ex

travagance, it is eafy to judge what might be expected from them in more trying fituations. See Cot· 

ton's abridg. p. 361, 362. 
§ The nobles brought numerous retainers with them to give them fecurity, as we arc told by \Val-

fingham, p. 354· The King had a few Che.fhire men for his guard. 

11 Statutes at large, z 1, Richard II. 
ttainted 
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Chap. XVII. attainted the King's n1inifters, and which that parliament who palfed them, and 

1397· the whole nation, had fworn inviolably to maintain: And they declared the ge

neral pardon then granted to be invalid, as extorted by force, and never ratified 

by the free confent of the King. Tho' Richard, after he refumed the government, 

and lay no longer under conftraint, had voluntarily, by proclamation, confirmed 

that general indemnity ; this circumftance feemed not, in their eyes, to merit the 

leaft confideration. Even a particular pardon granted fix years after to the earl 

of ArundeJ, was annulled by parliament ; upon pretence, that it was procured by 

furprize, and that the King was not then acquainted with the degree of guilt in .. 

curred by that nobleman. 
THE commons then entered an impeachment againft Fitz-Alan, archbifhop of 

Canterbury, and brother to Arundel, and accufed him of his concurrence in pro

curing the illegal commiffion, and in attainting the King's minifters. The pri

mate pleaded guilty ; but as he was protected by the ecclefiaftical privileges, the 

King was fati sfied with a fentence, which banifhed him the kingdom, and fequefte.ted 

his temporalities *. An appeal or accufation was prefented againft the duke of 

G1ocefier, and the earls of Arundel and Warwic, by the earls of Rutland, Kent, 

l-luntington, Somerfet, Saliibury, and Nottingham, together with the lords Spen

cer and Scrope, and they were accufed of the f.ame crimes which had been im

puted to the archbifhop, as well as of their appearance againft the King in a hof~ 

tile manner at Haringay-park. The earl of Arundel, who was brought to the 

bar, very wifely confined all his defence to the pleading both the general and par

ticular pardon of the King; but was over-ruled, condemned and executed t. 
The earl of Warwic, who was alfo conviB:ed of high treafon, was, on account of 

his fubmiffive behaviour, pardoned as to his life, but doomed to perpetual banifh

ment in the I!le of Man. No new acts of treafon were imputed to either of thefe 

noLlemen. The only crimes, for which they were condemned, were the old at

tempts againft the crown, which feemed to be obliterated, both by the diftance of 

·time, and by repeated pardons :J:. The reafons of this method of proceeding, 

it is difficult to conjecture. The recent confpiracies of Glocefter feem certain 

from his own confeffion : But perhaps, the King and miniftry had not, at that 

time, in their hands, any fatisfactory proof of their reality ; perhaps it was diffi

cult to convict Arundel and Warwic, of any concurrence in them; perhaps, an 

' enquiry into thefe confpiracies would have involved in the guilt fome of thofe 

great noblemen, who now concurred with the crown, and whom it was neceffary 

to cover from all imputation; or perhaps, the King, according to .the genius of 

• Cotton, p. 368. t Cotton, p. 377· Froiffart, liv. 4· chap. 90. Walling. p. 354. 

t Tyrrel, vol. 3· part z. p. 968. from the records. 
that 
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that age, was very indifferent about faving even the appearances of juftice and Chap. XVII. 
equity, and was only felicitous by any means to enfure fuccefs in thefe profecutions. 1397. 

1,his point, like many others in antient hi~ory, we are obliged to leave altogether 
undetermined. 

A WARRANT was iifued to the earl Marefcna1, governor of Calais, to bringMurderofthe 
over the duke of Glocefter, in order to his trial; but the governor returned for duke of Glo· 
anfwer, that the duke had died fuddenly of an apoplexy in that fortrefs. No- ce er. 

thing could be 1nore fufpicious than the time of that prince's death: It became 
immediately the general opinion, that he was murdered by orders from his nephew: 
In the fubfequent reign undoubted proofs were produced to parliament, that he 
had been fuffocated with pillows by his keepers * : And it appeared, that the 
King, apprehenfive left the public trial and execution of fa popular a prince, and 
fa near a relation, might prove both dangerous and invidious, had taken this bafe 
method of gratifying, and as he fancied, concealing his revenge upon him. 
Both parties, in their fucceffive triumphs, feem to have had no farther concern 
than that of retaliating upon their adverfaries; and neither of them were aware, 
that, in imitating, they indirectly juftified, as far as it lay in their power, all the 
illegal violences of the oppofite party. 

THIS feffion concluded with the creation or advancement of feveral peers ; the 
earl of Derby was made duke of Hereford; the earl of Rutland, duke of Albe
marle; the earl of Kent, duke of Surrey ; the earl of Huntington duke of Ex
eter; the earl of Nottingham, duke of Norfolk; the earl of Somerfet, marquis 
of Dorfet; lord Spencer, earl of Glocefter; Ralph N evil, earl of W eftmoreland; 
Th01nas Piercy, earl of Worcefter; William Scrape, earl of Wildhire t. The 
parliament, after a feffi.on of twelve days, was then adjourned to Shrewfbury. 
The King, before the departure of the members, exaCl:ed of them an oath fE>r 
the perpetual maintainance and eftablilhment of their acts, fimilar to that which 
had formerly been required by the duke of Glocefter and his party, and which 
had already proved fo vain and fruitlefs. 

BoTH King and parliament met in the fame difpofitions at Shrewfbury. So 
1 39

s. 
anxious was Richard for the fecurity of thefe aCl:s, that he obliged the lords and z8th Jan ary 
commons to fwear anew to them on the crofs of Canterbury :f: ; and he foon after 
procured a bull from the Pope, , by wh1ch they were, as he imagined, perpetu .. 

· ally fecured and eftablifhed §. The parliament, on the other hand, conferred on. 
him for life the duties on wool, wool- fells, and leather, and granted him be fides, , 

• Cotton, p. 399, 400. Dugdale, vol. 2. p. 17 r. + Cotton, p. 370, 371. 
t Cotton, p. 371. § Waliingham, p. 355· 

4 
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Chap. XVII. a fubfidy of one whole tenth and fifteenth and of a half tenth and fifteenth; 
•398. They alfo reverfed the attainder of Tre!ilian and the other judges; and with 

the approbation of the prefent judges, declared the anfwers, for which thefe 
magiftrates had been impeached, to be juft and legal*: And they carried 
fo far their retrofpeCt as to reverfe, on the petition of the lord Spencer, earl 
of Glocefter, the attainder pronounced againft the two Spencers in the reign 
of Edward Il t . The antient hiftory of England is nothing but a catalogue of 
reverfals: Every thing is in fluCtuation and movement : One faCtion is continu
ally undoing what was eftabli.fhed by another: And the n1ultiplied oaths, which 

each party requires for the fecurity of the prefent aCts, betray a perpetual con· 

fcioufnefs of their inftability • . 
THE parliament, before they were diffolved, eleCted a committee of twelve 

Jords and fix con1moners :J:, whom they vefted with the whole power both of lords 
and commons, and endowed with full authority to finifh all bufinefs, which had 
been laid before the houfes, and which they had not had leifure to bring to a con
clufion §. This was a very unufual conceffion; and tho' it was limited in the 
objeCt:, might, either immediately or as a precedent, have proved dangerous to 

' the conftitution : But the caufe of that extraordinary meafure was an event very 
fingular and unexpeCted, which engaged the attention of the parliament. 

AFTER the deftruetion of the duke of Glocefter and the heads of that party, a 

mifunderftanding broke out among thofe noblemen, who had joined in the pro
fecution ; and the King wanted either authority fufficient to appeafe it, or fore· 
fight to prevent it. The duke of Hereford appeared in parliament, and accufed 
the duke of Norfolk of having fpoke to him, in private, many fianderous words 
of the K:ing, and of having imputed to his majefty an intention of fubverting 
and deftroying many of his principal nobility 11· Norfolk denied the charge, 

ga?e Hereford die lie, and offered to prove his innocence by duel. The cha~
lenge was accepted: The time and place of combat were appointed: And as the 
event of this important trial by arms might require th€ int~rpofition of legifiative 

authority, the parliament thought it more fuitable to delegate their power to a 

* Statutes at large. .z I Rich. n. t Cotton, P· 3'7 z. 
t The names of the commiffioners were the dukes of Lancafter, York, Albentatle, Surrey, and Ex• 

eter, t~e n:arquis of Dorfet, the earls of March, Salifbury, Northumberland, Glocefier, vVinchefter, 
and W1ltOure, John Buffey, Henry Green, John Ruffel, Robert Teye, Henry Chelmefwike, and 
John Golofrc. It is to be remarked, that the duke of Lancafter always concurred with the reft in all 

their proceedings, ever. in the banifhmen.t of his fon, which was afterwards fo much complained of. 

§ Cotton, P· .372· Walfingham, p. 355· \1 Cotton, p. 37 2. Parliamentary hiftory, 

vol. 1 • P· 490- corn. 
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committee, than to prolong the fi fiion beyond the ufual time, which cufl:om Chap. X ·u. 
and general convenience had prefcribed to it*. J39S. 

1'HE duke of Hereford was certainly very little delicate in point of honour, to 
betray a private converfation to the ruin of the perfon who entrufted him ; and 
we may thence be more inclined to believe the duke of Norfolk's denial, than the 
other's affeveration. But Norfolk had in thefe tranfactions betrayed an equal ne
glect of honour, which brings him entirely to a level with his antagonift. Tho' 
he had publickly joined with the duke of Glocefier and that party in all the for
mer violences put upon the King ; and his name ftands among the appellants who 

~ accufed the duke of Ireland and the other minifters : Yet was he not alhamed 
publickly to impeach his former affociates for the very crimes, which he had con
curred with them in committing, and his name encreafes the lift: of thofe ap
pellants who brought them to a trial. Such were the principles and practices of 
thofe antient knights and barons during the prevalence of the feudal government,. 
and the reign of chivalry·. 

THE lifts for this decifion of truth and right were appointed at Coventry be
fore the King: All the nobility of England bandied into parties, and adhered 
either to~ the one duke or the other: The whole nation was held in fufpence with 
regard to the event: But when the two champions appeared in the field, accou
tered for the combat, the King interpofed to prevent, both the prefent effuGon 
of fuch noble blood, and the future confcquences of the quarrel. By the advice 
and authority of the parliamentary commiffioners, he flopped the duel ; and to 
fhow his impartiality, he ordered, by the fame at1thority, both the combatants to 
leave the kingdom t, affigning one country for the place of Norfolk's exile, 
which he declared perpetual, and another for that of Hereford, which he limited 
to ten years. 

IIEREFORD was a n1an of great prudence and command of temper; and he r 
behaved himfelf with fo much fubmiffion in thefe delicate circumfrances, that the 
King, before his departure, promifed to !horten the term of his exile four years; 
and he alfo granted him letters patent, by which he was empowered, in cafe any 
inheritance !hould in the mean time falJ to him, to enter immediately in poffef
fion, and to poftpone the doing homage till his return. 

TuE weaknefs and fluctuation of Richard's councils appear no where more evi- Ranilbment 
dent than in the conduct of this affair. No fooner had I-ienry ]eft the kingdom, ofHcnrv 

du.·e of H ~ * In .the firft year of Her.ry VI. when the authority {)[ parliament was grrat, and when that !l.f· r~ford. 
fembiy could leaft be fufpeB:ed of lying under violence, a like conceffion W<lS m, de to the council 
from like rnotive3 of convenience. See Cotton_, p. 564. 

t Cotton, p. 380. Walfingham, p. 356. 
Y.oJ.. II.. M m thari 
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Chap. XVII. than the King's jealoufy of tlie immenfe power and riches of that family revived; 
-

1
398. and he was fenfible, that, by Glocefter's death, he had only removed a counter

poize to the Lancaftrian intereft., which was now become formidable to his crown 
and kingdom. Being informed, that Hereford had opened a treaty of marriage 
with the daughter of the duke of Berry, uncle to the French King, he deter
mined to prevent the finiiliing of an alliance, which would extend fo much the inte
refr of that nobleman into foreign countries ; and he fent over the earl of Salif-

1399· bury to Paris with a commifiion for that purpofe. The death of the duke of 
Lancafier, which happened 1oon a ter, called upon him to take new refolutions ~d } eb. r fi 
iVith regard to that opulent fucceffion. The prefent duke, in confequence of the 
King's patent, defired to be put in poffeffion of the eftate and }urifdietions of 
his father : But Richard, afraid of frrengthening the hands of a man, whom he 
bad already fo fenfibly injured, applied to the parliamentary commiffioners, and 
perfuaded them that this affair was but an appendage of that bufinefs, which 
the parliament had delegated to them. By their authority, he revoked his let
ters patent, and retained poffeffion of the eftate of Lancafter : And by the fame 
authority, he feized and tried the duke's attorney, who had procured and infifted 
on the letters, and had him condemned as a traitor, for faithfully executing that 
truft to his mafrer *. A mofr extravagant a Cl: of power! even tho' the King 
changed, in favour of the attorney, the penalty of death into that of baniili-

< 

ment. 
HENRy, the new duke of Lancafter, had long acquired, by his conduCl: and 

abilities, the efteem of the public; and having ferved with diftinB.ion againft the 
infidels in Lithuania, he had joined to his other praifes thofe of piety and valour, 
virtues which have at all times a great influence over mankind, and were, during 
thofe ages, the qualities chiefly held in eftimation t. He was conneCted with 
moft of the principal nobility by blood, alliances, or friendfhip; and as the in
jury, done him by the King, might in its confequences affect all of them, he 
eafily brought them, by a fenfe of common intereft, to take part in his refenc
n1ent. The people, who muft have an objeCt of affection, and who found no
thing in the King's perfon, which they could love or revere, and were even dif
guf\:ed with many parts of his conduB: t, eafily transferred to Henry that attach-

• Tyrrel~ vol. 3· part 2. p. 991~ from the records. t WaHingham, p. 343· 

:t He levied fines from thofe who had ten years before joined the duke of Glocefrer and his party: 

'They were obliged to pay him money, before he would allow them to enjoy the benefit of the in

demnity; and in the articles, of charge againft him, it is afferted, that the payment of one line did not 

fuffice. It is jndeed likely' that his minifters would abufe the power put into their hands; and this 

grievance extended to very many people. Hiftotians agree in reprefenting this practice as a great op--

preffion. See Otterburn, p. 199· , 4 ~~~ 
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n1ent, which the death of the duke of Glocefter had left without any fixed di- Chap. XVII 
reCl:ion. His misfortunes were lamented; the injuftice, which he had fuffered, 1 3,99· 
complained of; and all men turned their eyes towards him, as the only perfon who 
could retrieve the loft honour of the nation, or redrefs the fuppofed abufes of 
the government. 

WHILE fuch was the difpofition of the people, Richard had the imprudence to Return of 
embark for Ireland, in order to revenge the death of his coufin, Roger earl of Henry. 
Marche, the prefumptive heir of the crown, who had lately been flain in a fkir-
milh by the natives ; and he thereby left the kingdom of England open to the 
attempts of his provoked and ambitious enemy. Henry, embarking at Nantz fth July. 
with a retinue of fixty perfons, among whotn were the archbifhop of Canterbury 
and the young earl of Arundel, nephew to that prelate, landed at Ravenfpur in 
Yorkihire ; and was immediately joined by the earls of Northumberland and 
Weftmoreland, two of the moft potent barons in England. He here took a 
folemn oath, that he had no other purpofe in this invafion, than to recover the 
dutchy of Lancafler, unjuftly detained from him ; and he invited all his friends 
in England, and all lovers of their country, to fecond him in this reafonable and 
moderate pretenfion. Every place was in commotion : The malecontents in all 
quarters flew to arms : London difcovered the ftrongeft fymptoms of its difpo· 
fition to mutiny and rebellion : And Henry's army, encreafing on every day'.s 
march, foon amounted to the number of 6o,ooo men. 

THE duke of York was left guardian of the realm; a place to which his birth General in
in titled him, but which both his flender abilities, and his natural connexions with furrecHon. 
the duke of Lancafter, rendered him utterly incapable of filling in fuch a dan-
gerous emergency. All the chief nobility, who were attached to the crown, and 
who could either have feconded the guardian's good intentions, OT have over-
awed his infidelity, had attended the King into Ireland; and the efforts of Rich-
ard's friends were every where more feeble than thofe of his enemies. The duke 
of York, however, appointed the rendezvous of his forces at St. AI bans, and 
foon affembled an army of 4o,ooo men; but found them entirely defiirute of 
zeal and attachment to the royal caufe, and more inclined to join 'the party of 
the rebels. He hearkened therefore very readily to a meffage from Henry, who 
entreated him not to oppofe a loyal and humble fupplicant in the recovery of his 
legal patrimony; and the Guardian even declared publickly that he would fecond his 
nephew in fo reafonable a requeft. His army, embraced with acclamations the 
fame p rty; and the duke of Lancafter, re-inforced by their numbers,. was now 
intirely mafter of the Ringdom. He haftened to Brifiol, into which fome of 
the K_ing's minifters had thrown themfelves ; and foon obliging that place to fur-

M m 2 render, 
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Chap. XVII. render, he yielded to the cries of the populace, and without giving them a trial' 

1399. ordered the earl of Wiltfhire, Sir John Buffy, and Sir Henry Green, whom h~ 

there took prifoners, to be led out to immediate execution. 

THE King, receiving intelligence of this invafion and infurreCtion, haftened, 

over from Ireland, and landed in M ilford Haven with a body of zo,ooo men:: 

But even this army, fo much inferior. to the enemy, were either overawed by 

the general combination of the kingdom, or feized with the fame fpirit of 

rebellion ; and they gradually deferred him, till he found that he had not 

above 6ooo men, who followed his ftandard. It appeared, therefore, neceffary to 

retire fecretly from this [mall body, which ferved only to expofe him to danger; 

and he fled to the ifle of Anglefea, where he purpofed to embark either for 

Ireland or France, and there await the favourable opportunities,• which the re

turn of his fubjeets to a fenfe of duty, or their future difcontents agaifl..fl: the duke 

of Lancafter, would probably afford him. Henry, fenfible of this danger, fent 

to him the earl of N orthmnberland with the ftrongeft profeffions of loyalty and 

fubmiffion ; and that nobleman, by treachery and falfe oaths, n1ade himfelf maf

ter of the King's perfon, and carried him to his enemy at Flint caftle •. Richard was 

1ft Scptr. conduCted to London, by the duke of Lancafter~ who was there received with the 

acclamations of the mutinous populace. It is pretended, that the Recorder met 

hin1 on the road; and in the name of the city, entreated him, for the public 

fafety, to put Richard to cleath, with all his adherents who were prifoners * ; but 

the duke very prudently determined to make many others participate of his guilt, 

before he would proceed to thofe extremities. For this purpofe, he iffued writs 

of election in the King's name, and appointed the immediate meetiBg of a par~ 

liament at W eftminfter. 

S u eH of the peers, as were the m oft devoted to the King, were either fled or im~ 

prifoned ; and no opponents, even among the barons, dared to appear againft Henry 

amid that fcene of outrage and violence, which commonly attends revolutions, more 

efpecially in Eng!and during thofe turbulent ages : And it is alfo eafy to imagine, 

that a houfe of comn1ons, elected during this univerfal ferment, and this triumph of 

the Lancaftrian party, would be extremely attached to that caufe, and ready to fe ... 

cond every fuggefrion of the-ir leader. That order, being as yet of too little 

weight to ftem the torrent, was always carried along with it, and ferved only to 

encreafe the violence, which the public intere£1: required it 1hould endeavour to 

Dep?~tion of controul. The duke of Lancafter, therefore, fen.fible that he would be entirely 

the King. n1after, began to carry his views to the crown itfelf; and he deliberated with his 

partizans concerning the n1oft proper n1eans of effecting his violent purpofe. He 

- Walfingham; firft 
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nrft extorted a reflgnation from Richard~; but as he knew, that that deed would Chap. XVII. 

plainly appear the refult of force and fear, he alfo pr<?pofed, notwithftanding the·zstl: ~~~· 
danger of the precedent to himfelf and his poil:erity, to have him folemnly de- ) 
pofed in parliament for his pretended tyranny and mifconduct. A charge, confift-
ing of thirty-three articles, was accordingly drawn up againft him, and prefented 
to that affembly t ~ 

IF we examine thefe articles, which are expre!fed with extreme a rimony againft· 
Richard, we !hall find, that, except fome rafh fpeeches, which are imputed to 
him :j:, and of whofe reality, as they are faid to have paired in private converfation, 
we may very reafonably entertain fome doubt ; the chief amount of the charge 
is contained in his violent conduct during the laft years of his reign, and naturally 
divides itfelf into two principal heads. The firft and moft confiderable is the 
revenge, which he took on the princes and great barons, who had formerly 
ufurped, a'nd ftill perfevered in contr9uling and threatning his authority ; the· 
fecond is the violation of the laws and general privileges of his people. But the 
former, however irregular in many of its circumftances, was fully fupported by 
authority of parliament, and was but a copy of the violence, which the princes 
and barons themfelv.es, during their former triumph, had exercifcJ ag"infl: him 
and his party. The detention of Lancafter's eftate was, properly fpeaking, " 
revocation, by the appearance at 1eaft of parliamentary authority, of a grace, 
which the King himfelf had formerly granted him. The murder of Glocefier 
(for the fecret execution, however merited, of that prince, certainly deferves this 
appellation) was a private deed, formed not any precedent, and implied not any 
aifumed or arbitrary power of the crown, which could juftly give umbrage to 
the people. It was really the effeCt of the King's weaknefs, rather than ambirion · 
and proves, that, inftead of being dangerous to the conftitution, he pofTeifed no 
even the authority requifite for the execution of the laws. 

THE fecond head of accufation, as it confifts moftly of general facts, and was 
framed by Richard's inveterate enemies, and was never allowed to be anfwered by 
him or his friends ; it is more difficu]t ,to form a judgment of.. The greateft part 
ofthefe grievances, objected to Richard, feems to be the exertion of arbitrary preroga
tives; fuch as the difpenfing power n, levying purveyance §, employing the mar
.fhal's court +, extorting loans *, granting protections from law-fuits t; pre
rogatives, which, tho' often complained of, had often been exercifed by his. 
predeceffors, and ftill continued to be fo by his fuccdfors. But whether his ir . 

• Knyghton, p. 2744- Otterbourne. p. 212. 

~:ecords, Knyghton, p. 27 46. Otterbourne, p • .2 I 4· 
t Tyrrel, vol. 3. part ~ p. I ooS from the 

U Art. 13, 17, 18. § Art. 22. + Art. 27. 
t Arr. 16, z6. 

.~ Art. 14. t Art. 16. 
regula 
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Chap. XVII. regular acts of this kind were n1ore frequent and injudicious and violent than 

1399· ufual, or were only laid hold of and more exaggerated, b the factions, to which 

the weaknefs of his reign had given birth, we are not able at this diftance to de

termine with certainty. There is however one circmnftance, in which his conduCt 

is vifibly different from that of his grandfather : He is not accufed of having 

impofed one arbitrary tax, without confent of parliament, during his whole 

reign * : Scarce a year paffed during the reign of Edward, which was free from 

complaints with regard to this grievous and dangerous exertion of authority. But, 

perhaps, the great afcendant, which Ed ward had acquired over his people, to

gether with his great prudence, enabled him to make a ufe very advantageous to 

his fubjeB:s of this and other arbitrary prerogatives, and rendered them a fmaller 

grievance in 'his hands, than a lefs abfolute authority in thofe of his grandfon. 

This is a point, which it would be rafh for us to decide pofitively on either fide; 

but it is certain, that a charge drawn up by the duke of Lancafrer, and affented 

to by a parliament, fituated in thefe circumftances, forms no manner of prefump

tion with regard to the unufual irregularity or violence of the King's conduct in 

this particular t. 
WHEN the charge againft Richard was prefented to the parliament, tho' it 

was liable, almoft in every article, · to objections, it was not canv,Jfed, nor ex· 

amined, nor difputed in either houfe, and feemed to be received with unanimous 

approbation. One man alone, the bi!hop of Carliile, had the courage, amidft 

• V./ e learn from Cotton, p. 3G2, that the King, by his chancellor, told the commons, that tbey 

q_vere j~.~ndtrly lo1J11d to him, and namely in forbearing to charge them with dzfines and fifteens, the which 

he meant no more to chatge them in his own per/on. Thef~ words, no more, allude to the praCl:ice of 

his predeceffors : He had not himfelf impofed any arbitrary taxes : Even the parliament, in the 

articles of his depofition, tho' they complain of heavy taxes, affirm not, that they were impofed il-

legally or by arbitrary will. ' 

t To fhow how little credit is to be given to this charge againfl: Richard~ we may obferve, that a 

law in the I 3 Edw. lii. had" been made againfl: the continuance of fheriffs for more than one year: 

But the inconvenience of changes having afterwards appeared from experience, the commons in the 

twentieth of this King, applied by petition that the i11eriffs might be continued ; tho' that petition 

had not been enaCl:ed into a ftatute, by reafon of o:her difagreeable circumfl:ances, which attended it. 

See Co~ton, p. 36 I. lt was certainly a very moderate exercife of the difpenfing power for the King 

to continue the ilwrJffs, after he found that that practice would be acceptable to his fubjecb, and had 

been applie~ for by one houfe of parlia~ent: Yet is this made an article of charge againft him by the 

prefent parhament. See art. I 8. Walfingham [peaking of a period early in Richard's minority, fays, 

But "'V tat r'o aBs of parlia,ient Jigni!j·, when, after they at·~ made, they take 110 tjfe!l; jince the King, 

hy the adrvice of the pri·v)'-comuil, t·Jkc; upon him to alter, or wbolly fit a.Jide, all thofi things, which bv 

gemral confint bad hem orda."!icd in parliamnzt? lf Richard, therefore, exercifed the difpenfing power, 

he was warranted by the examples of his uncles and grandfather, and indeed of all his predeceifors from 

Henry lli. this 
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this univerfal diiloyalt~ and violence, to appear in defence of his unhappy mafl:er, 
and to plead his caufe againft all the power of the prevailing party. Tho' fome 
topics, employed by that virtuous prelate, may feem to favour too much the 
doCl:nne of paffive obedience, and to make too large a facrifice of the rights of 
mankind ; he was naturally pufhed into that extreme by his abhorrence of the 
prefe Jt lkentious factions ; and fuch intrepidity, as well as difinterefl:ednefs of 
behaviour, prot .. es, that, whatever his fpeculative principles were, his heart was 
elevated far aoove the meannefs and abject fubmiffion of a nave. He reprefented 
to the parliament, that all the abufes of governm nt, which could jufrly be im
puted to RiGhard, far from amounting to tyranny, were merely the refult of 
error, youth, or mifguided council, and admitted of a remedy, more eafy and 
fa1utary, than a total fubvedi0n of the conftitution. That even had they been 
much more violent and dangerous than they really were, they had chiefly pro
ceeded from former examples of refift..1nce, which, making the prince fen
fible of his precarious fituation, had obliged him to efl:ablifh his throne by ir
regular and arbitrary expedients. That a rebellious difpoution in fubjeB:s was the 
principal caufe of tyranny in Kings: Laws could never fecure the fubject, which 
did not give fecurity to the fovereign: And if the maxim of inviolable loyalty, 
which formed the bafis of the EngLifh government, were once rejected, the pri
vileges, belonging to the feveral orders of the ftate, inftead of being fortified by tha 
licentioufnefs, would thereby lofe the fure!l: foundation of their force and ftabi lity. 
That the parliamentary depo!ition of Edward II. far from making a precedent, 
which could controul this ltJaxim, was only the example of fuccefsful violence ; 
and it was fufficiently to be lamented, that cr_imes were fo often committed in the 
world, without eftablilhing principles which might jufrify and authorize them 
That even that precedent, falfe and dangerous as it was, could never warrant the 
prefent exceffes, which were fo much greater, and , which would entail difl:raction 
and mifery on the nation, to their hreft pofterity. That the fucceffion, at Jeaft, 
of the crown, was then preferved inviolate: The lineal heir was placed on the 
throne: And the people had an opportunity, by their legal obedience to him, of 
making atonement for the violences which they h.td committed againft his prede
ceifor. That a defcendant of Lionel, duke of Clarence, the elder brother of the 
late duke of Lancafter, had been declared in parliament fucce!for to the crown : 
He had left pofl:erity : And their title, however it might be overpowered by pre
fent force and faction, could never be obliterated from the minus of the people : 
That if the turbulent difpo!ition alone of the nation, had overturned the well
eftablifhed th one of fo good a prince as Richard; what bloody commotions. 
muft enfue, when the fame caufe was united to the motive of reftoring the legal 

an 

Chap. XVII. 
1)99· 
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.Chap. XVII. and undoubted heir to his authority ? That the new government, intended to be 

1:396. eftablifhed, would fi:and on no principles ; and would ~..- arce retain any pretence, 

by which it could challenge the obedience of men of fenfe or virtue. That the 

claim of lineal defcent was fo grofs as fcarcely to deceive the moft ignorant of the 

populace: Conqueft could never be pleaded by a rebel againft his fovereign : The 

confent of the people had no authority in a monarchy not derived from confent, 

but eftablill1ed by hereditary right; and however the nation might be juil:ified, in 

depofing the tnifguided Richard, it could never have any reafon for paffing by 

t1is lawful heir and fucceffor, who was piainly innocent. And that the duke of 

,ancafter would give them but a bad fpecimen of the legal moderation, which 

n1ight be expected from his future government, if he added, to the crime of his 

p.afi: r~b~llion, the guilt of excluding the family, which, both by right of blood, 

anJ by declaration of parliament, would, in cafe of Richard's deceafe, or volun· 

tary refignation, have been received as the undoubted heirs of the monarchy *. 

ALL the circumfi:ances of this event, compared to thofe attending the late re-· 

volution in I 68 8, fhow the difference between a great and a civilized nation, deli

berately vindicating its eftabliilied privileges, and a turbulent and barbarous arif

tocracy, plunging headlong from the extremities of one faction into thofe of ano

ther. This noble fr~edom of the biiliop of Car]i.fle, inftead of being applauded, 

was not fo much as tolerated: He was immediately arrefl:ed, by orders of the duke 

of Lancail:er, and fent a prifoner to the abbey of St. Albans. No farther debate 

was attempted : Thirty-three long articles of charge were, in one meeting, voted 

ag;.1inft Richard ; and voted unanimouOy by the fame peers and prelates, who, a 

little before, had voluntarily and unanimouOy authorized thofe very acts of vio

lence, of which they now complained. That prince was depofed by the fuffrages of 

both houfes; and the throne being now vacant, the duke of Lanca·fter ftepped 

forth, and having croffed himfelf on his forehead, and on his breaft, and called 

u1 on the name of Chrift t, he pronounced thefe words, which we fhall give in 

the original language, becaufe of their ungularity. 

In the name of Fadher, Son, and floly Ghojl, I Henry of Lanca._(ler, challenge this 

rewme of 1~'"nglande, and the croun, 'with all the membres, and t.be appurtenances; 

als 1 that am dfcendit by right line of the blode, coming fro the gude King Henry therde, 

and throxe that right that God of his grace bath fent me, 'With helpe of kyn, and of 

my frendes to reccver it; the which rewme was in poynt to be ondone by defaut of go

'l;Jenzance, and ondoying of the gude lawes :f:. 
IN order to underftand this fpeech, it muft be obferved, that there was a filly 

ftory, received among fon1e of the Ioweft vulgar, that Edmond earl of Lancafter, 

• Sir John Hcywarde, p. 101. 

8 
t Cotton, p. 389. t Knyghton, p. 2757· 

fon 
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fon of Henry HI. was really the elder brother of Edward I; but that, by reafon Chap. XVII. 
of fome deformities in his perfon, he had been poftponed in the fucceffion, 1 399· 

and his younger brother impofed on the nation in his ftead. As the prefent 
duke of Lancafter inherited from Edmond by his mother, this genealogy made 
him the true heir of the monarchy; and it is therefore infinuated in Henry's fpeech: 
But the abfurdity was too grofs to be openly avowed either by him, or by the par
liament. The cafe is the fame with regard to his right of conqueft: He wc.s a 
fubjeB: who rebelled againft his fovereign : He entered the kingdom with a reti
nue of no more than fixty perfons: He could not therefore be the conqueror of 
England ; and this right is accordingly infinuated, not avowed. Still there is a 
third claim, derived from his merits in faving the nation from tyranny and oppref
fion ; and this claim is alfo infinuated : But as it feemed, by its nature, better 
calculated as a reafon for his being el~ftcd King by a free choice, which he was 
determined never to avow, than for giving him an in11nediate right of poffeffion, 
he durft not fpeak openly even on this head ; and to obviate any notion of 
eJe.:tion, he challenges the crown as his due, either by acquifition or inheritance. 
The whole forms fuch a piece of jargon and nonfenfe, as is almoft without ex
ample: No objection however was made to it in the parliament: The unanimous 
voice of lords and commons placed Henry on the throne : He became King, no
body could tell how or wherefore: The title of the houfe of Marche, formerly 
recognized by parliament, was neither in validated nor repealed ; but paffed over 
in total filence: And as a concern for the lib~..rties of the peot)le feems to have had 
no hand in this revolution, their right to difpofe of the government, as well as 
all their other privileges, was left precifely on the fame footing as before. But 
1-Ienry, having, when he claimed the crown, dropped fome obfcure hint concern
ing conqueft, which, it was thought, might endanger thefe privileges, he foon 
after made a public declaration, that he did not thereby inten.d to de. rive any one 
of his franchifes or lib rties * : Which was the only circumftance, that had com-

in mon fenfe or meaning, in all thefe tranfatl:ions. 

THE fubfequent events difcover the fame headlong violence of conduct, and 6th October. 

tfJ the fame rude notions of civil government. The depofition of Richard dilfolved 
• the parliament : It was neceffary to fummon a new one : And I1enry, in fix days 

after, called together, without any new election, the fame members; and this af
fembly he denominated a new parliament. They were employed in the ufual 
tafk of reverfing every deed of the oppo.fite party. All the acts of the lafl: par
liament of Richard, which had been confirmed by their oaths, and by a papal 
bull, were abrogated: All the acts, which had paffed in the parliament where 

· Knyghton, p. 2759· Otterborn, p. zzo. 
VoL. II. Nn Glocefter 
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Chap. XVH. Glocefter prevailed, and which had been abrogated by Richard, were again re." 
1 3/ 9· eft abl'tfhed * : The anfwers of T refll lian, and the ·other judges, which a parlia

ment ha'i annulled, but which a new parliament and new judges had approved, here 
recei ved a fecor.d condemnation. The peers, who had accufed Glocefler, Arun
del anJ V7"arwic, and who had rect iv ed higher titlts for that piece of fervi .e, · 
were all of them degraded from their new dignities: Even the praCtice of profe
cuting appea ls in parliame nt was wholly aboli!bed ; and trials were refiored to the 
courfe of common law t. The natural etfeCl: of this conduEt was to render the 
people giddy with fuch rapid and perpetual changes, and to make them lofe all 
notions of right and wrong in the meafures of government. 

z ; J oaober. 1-.H E earl of N orthumbcr1and made a motion, in the houfe of peers, with regard 
to the unhappy prince whom they had depofed. He afked them, what advice 
they would give the King for the future treatment of him ; fince Henry was re
folveJ to fpare his li re. They unanimouily replied, that he ihould be imprifoned 
u nder a fecure guard, in fon-. e fecret p1ace, and fhould be deprived of all com
merce with any of his friends or partizans. It was eafy to fore 'ec- , that he would 
not remain long alive in the hands of fuch barbarous and fangu1nary enemies. 

1\1urder of the Hiftorians d1ffer with regard to the manner, in which he was murdered. It was 
King. long the prevailing opinion, that fir Piers Exton, and others of his guards, feU 

upon him in the cail:le of 1-'omfret, where he was conl.r ed, and difpatchesl him 
with rheir halberts. But it is more probable, that he was flarved to death in pri
fon ; and aft.r all fubfiftence \Vas denied him, he prolonged his unhappy life, it is 
fc1id, for a forrnighc, be fo re he reached the end of his miferies. This account is 
more con.Gft.: nt wi th the fto ry, that his body was expofed in public, and that no 
1narks of violence were obfc rved upon it. He died in the thirty fourth year of 
his age , and the twenty-third of his reign. He left no pofterity, either legitimate 

or illegitimate. 
l .. is cha:aaer. ALL the writers, who have tranfmitted to us the hiftory of Richard, compofed 

their works during the reigns of the Lancaftrian princes; and candor requires, 
that we lhou1d not give entire credit to the reproaches which have been thrown 
t1pon his memory. But after making all proper abatements, he ftill appears to 

have been a ·weak prince, and unfit for government, 1efs for want of natural parts 
and capaciry, than of folid judgmen t and of a good education. He was violent in 
his temper, profu re in his cxpences ; fond of idle ihow and magnificence ; de-
"Oted to favourites, and addicted to pleafure: Paffions, all of them, the moll: 

inconGftent with a prudent ceconomy, and confequently dangerous in a limited 
. and mixed government. I-I ad he polfeffed the talents of gaining, and frill more 

• Cotton, p. 390. t Henry iv. cap. 14. 
thofe 
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thofe of over-awing, his great barons, he might have efcaped all the misfortunes Chap. XVIL 
of his reign, and been allowe i to carry much farther his oppreffions over the I39J· 
people, if he really was guilty of any, without their daring to rebel, or even to 
murmur againll: him. But when the grandees were tempted, by his want of pru-
dence and of vigour, to refifr his authority, and execute the mofr violent enterprizes 
'llpon him, he was naturally led to feek for an opportunity of retaliation ; juftice 
was neglected ; the lives of the chief nobility fa rifired ; and all thde evils feem to 
have proceeded kfs from a fc:rtled defign of ell:ab ifhing arbitra:·y power, than from 
the infolence of victory, and the necduties of the King's fi.tuatiun. 1 he ma·1ners 
indeed of the aae were the chief fource of fL·ch vio lences : Laws, which were 

0 • 

feebly obfervecl in peaceable times, loft all their authority during public convul-
fions: Both parties wt re al1ke guilty: Or if any difr'trellce may be rem.wked be
tween them, we iball find, that the authority of the crown, being more legal, 
was commonly carried, when it prevailed, to lefs def};erate extremities, than thoft: 
of the arifl:ocracy. 

ON comparing the conduct and events of this reign, with thofe of the preced
ing, we fhall find equal reafon to admire Edward, and to blame Richard; but the 
circumftance of oppofition, furdy, will not lie in the ftritl: regard paid by the 
former to national privileges, and the negled of them by the latter. On the 
contrary, the prince of fmall abilities, as he felt his want of power, feems to have 
been always more moderate in this refpect than the other. Every parliament, af
fembled during the reign of Ed ward, remo 1fl:rate againfl: the exertion of fome 
arbitrary prero0 ative or other: vVe hear not any complaints of that kind during 
the reign of Richard, till the affembling ot his lafl: parliament, which was fum
rnoned by his inveterate enemies, which dethroned him, whi~h framed their com
plaints during the time of the mofl: furious convulfions, and whofe tefl:im~ny can 
therefore have, on that account, much lefs authority with every equitable judge*. 
Both thefe princes experienctd the encroachments of tbe Great upon their autho
rity. Edward, reduced to neceffities, was obliged to make an exprefs bargain 
with his parliament, and to fell fome of his prerogatives for preLnt fupp)y; b 1t 

as they were acquainted with his genius and capacity, they ventured not to de
nund any exorbitant conceffions, or fuch as were incompatible with regal and 
fovereign power : The weaknefs of Richard tempted the parliament to extort 
a commiffion, which in a manner dethroned the prince, and transferred the 
fceptre into the hands of the nobility. The events were alfo fuitable to the 
character of each. Edward had no fooner got the fupply, than he departed 
from the engagements, which had induced the parliament to grant it; he openly 

• Compare, in this. view, the abridgement of the records, by fir Robert Cotton, during thefe two 
reigns. 
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Chap. XVII. told his people, that he had but dijfembled with them when he feemed to make 

1 1
99· them thefe conceffions ; and he refumed and retained all his prerogatives. But 

Richard, becaufe he was deteCted in confulting and deliberating with the judges on 

the lawfulnefs of reftoring the conftitution, fvund his barons immediately in 

arms againft him ; was deprived of his liberty ; faw his favourites, his minifters, 

his tutor, butchered before his face, or banifhed and attainted; and was obliged 

to give way to all this violence. There cannot be a more remarkable oppofition 

between the fortunes of two princes : It were happy for fociety, that this oppofi

tion depended always on the juftice or injuftice of the meafures which men em

brace; and not rather on the different degrees of prudence and vigour, with 

which thefe meafures are fupported. 

Mifcellaneous Ther~ was a fenfible decay of the authority of the ecclefiaftics during this pe

tranfatlihons riod. The difguft, which the laity had received from the numerous ufurpations 
d~ringt is 
re1gn. both of the court of Rome, and of their own clergy, had weaned the kingdom 

very much from fuperftition ; and ftrong fymptoms appeared, from time to 

time, of a general defire to fhake off the bondage of the Romifl1 church. In 

the committee of eighteen, to whom Richard's laft parliament delegated their 

whole power, there is not_ the name of one ecclefiaftic to be found; a negleCt: which 

is almoft without example, while the Catholic religion fubllfted in England*. 

THE averfion entertained againfl: the eftabliilied church foon found principles 

and·tenets, and reafonings, by which it could juftify and fupport itfelf. John 

vVickliffe, a fecular prieft, educated at Oxford, began, in the latter end of Ed

ward Ill. to fpread the doctrines of reformation by his difcourfes, fermons, and 

writings ; and he made many difciples among men of all ranks and fiations. 

l-Ie feems to have been a man of parts and learning ; and has the honour of 

being the firft perfon in Europe, who publickly called in queftion thofe doctrines, 

which had univerfally paffed for certain and undifputed during fo many ages. 

"" The following paffilge in Cotton's abridgment, p. 196, lhows a ftrange prejudice againft the 

church and churchmen. '!he commons after·wards coming into the parliament, and making tl,eir protejla

tio11, fhewed, that for wa"?t of good redrrfi about the King's pe,fon in his h~u/ebold, in all his courts, touch

ing maintainers in e-r.:ery county, and purveyors, the commom were daily pi/led and nothing defended aga 'nfl 

the enem)', and that it Jhould jhJrtl.J depri·ve the King and undo the }late. Wherefore in the .fame gorvmz

ment, thry entirely requ:re redrefs. /!Fhereupon the King appointedfimdry hijhops, lords and 1toblt1J, to Jit itt 

pri·vy council ab~ut t!efi matters: Who Jince that they mu.ft begin at the bead and go at the requejl of the 

commom, they in the prefence of the Kitrg charged his conftjfor not to come into the court hut upoll the four 

prinapa! feJHvals. We fhould little expeCl that a Popifh pri\'y council, in order to preferve the King's 

morals, fhou1d order his confefior to be kept at a diftance from him. This incident happened in the mi

nority of Richard. As the popes had for a long time refided at Avignon, and the majority of the fa

cred college were Frenchmen, this circurnfrance naturally encreafed the averfion of the nation to the 

a11al power~ But the prejudice againft the Engli!h clergy cannot be accounted for from that caufe. 

. Wick-
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Wickliffe himfelf, as well as his difciples, who received the name of Wicklif- Chap. XVIL 
fites or Lollarcls, was difiinguifhed _ by a remarkable aufterity of life and man. 1 399· 

ners; a circumftance common to almoft all thofe who dogmatize in any new way, 
both becaufe men, who draw to them the attention of the public, and expofe them-
fel ves to the odium of great multitudes, are obliged to be very guarde~ in their 
conduCt, and becaufe few, who have a ftrong propenfity to pleafure or bufinefs, 
will enter upon fo difficult and laborious an undertaking. The doctrines of 
Wickliffe, being derived from his fearch into the fcriptures and into ecclefiaftical 
antiquity, were nearly the fame with thofe propagated by the reformers in the 
fixteenth century : He only carried fome of thetn farther than was done by the 
more fober part of thefe reformers. l-Ie denied the doCtrine of the real prefence, 
the fupremacy of the church""of Rome, the merit of n1onafl:ic vows : He main-
tained, that the fcripture was the fole rule of faith ; that the church was depen-
dant on the ftate, and ought to be reformed by it ; that the clergy ought to 
poffefs no efiates ; that the begging friars were a ge~eral nuifance, and ought not 
to be fupporred * ; that the numerous ceremonies of the church were hurtful to 
true piety: He aiferted, that oaths were unlawful, that dominion was founded in 
grace, that every th · ng was fubjeet to fate and deftiny, and that all men v•ere 
predeftinated either to eternal falvation or reprobation t. From the whole of his 

· doctrines, Wickliffe appears to h. ve beep ftrongly tinctured with enthufiafm, and 
to have been thereby the better qualified to oppofe a church, whofe diftinguifh
ing character was fuperftition. 

THE propagation of thefe principles gave great alarm to the clergy; and a 
bull was iifued by Pope Gregory XI. for taking \Vickliffe into cufiody, and 
examinir.g into the fcope of his opinions :f:. Courteney, bifhop of London, cited 
him before his tribunal ; but the reformer had now got very powerful protec
tors, who fcreened him from the ecclefiaftical jurifdiB:ion. The ch.ke of Lan
cafl:er, who then governed the kingdom, encouraged the principles of Wickliffe ; 
and he made no fcruple, as well as lord Piercy, the marefchal, to appear openly in 
court with him, in orJer to give hi~t·•.1 countenance upon his trial: He even in
fifted, that Wickliffe fhould fit in the bifhop's prefence, while his principles were 
examined : Courtney exclaimed againft this infult : The mob of London, thinking 
their prelate affronted, attacked the duke and marefchal, who efcaped fro 11 their 
hands with fome difficulty§. And the populace, foon after, broke into the 

• Walfingham, P· 191, zo8, 283, 284. Spelman concil. vol. z. p. 630. Knyghton, p. z6)7· 
t Harpsfield, p. 668, 673, 674-· Waldenf. tom. I. lib. 3· art. 1. cap. R. t Spclm. cone. 
\IOl. 2. p. 621. W11lfingham, p. 201, 202, 203. • § Harpsfield in H 'ft. V\ ickl. p. 683. 

houfe 
I 



H I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

Chap. XV!I. houfes of both thefe noblemen, threatned their perfons, and plundered their goods. 

1 399· The bifhop of London had the merit of appeafing their fury and refentment. 
THE duke of Lancafl:er, howe\·er, frill continued his proteCtion to Wickliffe, 

during the minority of Richard ; and the principles cf that reformer had fo far 
propagated themfelves, that when the Pope fent to Oxford a new bull agamft: 
thefe doctrines, the u"ni verfity deliberated for fome time, whether they iho\.1ld 
receive the bull; and they never took any vigorous meafures in confequence of the 
papal orders*. Even the populace of London were at length brought to entertain 
favourable fentiments of this reformer: When he was cited before a fynod at 
Lambeth, the mob broke into the afTembly, and fo overawed the prelates, who 
found both the people and the court againft them, that they difmiffed him with-

out any farther cenfures~ 
THE clergy, we may well believe, were more wanting in power than inclination 

to puniil1 this new herefy, which firuck at all their credit, poffeffions and authority. 
But there was hitherto no law in England, by which the fecular arm was empower
ed to fupport orthodoxy; and the ecclefiaftics endeavoured to fupply the defect 
by a very extraordinary and very unwarrantable artifice. In the year I 38 r, 
there was an a Et paifed, enjoining ili.eriffs to apprehend the preachers of herefy 
and their abettors ; but this ftatute had been furreptitioufiy obtained by the cler
gy, and had the formality of an enrolment without the confent of the commons. 
In the fubfequent feffion, the lower houfe complained of this fraud; affirmed, 
that they had no intention to bind themfelves to the prelates farther than their 
anceftors had done before them; and required that the pretended il:atute ili.ould 
be repealed, which was done accordingly t. But it is remarkable, that, notwith
fcanding this vigilance of the commons, the clergy had fo much art and influ
ence, that the repeal was fuppreffed, and the act, which never had any legal autho· 
rity, remains to this day upon the ftatute book t : Tho' the clergy ftill thought 
proper to keep it in referve, and not proceed to the in1mediate execution of it. 

BuT befides the defeCt of power in the church, which faved Wickliffe, that 
reformer himfelf, notwithftanding his enthufiafm, feems not to have been aCtu
ated by the fpirit of martyrdom ; and in all fubfequent trials before the prelates, 
he fo explained away his doCtrine by tortured meanings, as to render it quite in· 
nocent and i:.o;:enfive §. Moft of his followers imita ~ed his cautiou\; difpofi
tion, and faved themfelves either by recantations or explanations. }{e dit:d of a 
palfy in the year 1 3 8 at his rtCl:ory of Lutterworth in thf' couf'ty of I .eicefl:er; 
and the clergy, mortified that he ili.oulJ have efcaped their v geance, took care, 

* Wood's Ant. Oxon. Eh 1. p 191, &c. 

p. zS 5. t 5 Rich. II. chap. 5. 

W:1lfingham, p. 201. t Cotton's a~iridgment, 
§ 'Nalfi,l_;ham, p. zo6. Knygh on, p. _65 5, z 56. 

be fides 
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be!ides aff'uring people of his eternal damnation, to reprefent his lafl difl:emper as Chap. XVII. 
a vifible judgment of heaven upon him for his multiplied herefies and impi ties*. I399· ,.. 

THE profelytes, however, of \¥ick 1iffe's opinions fiill encreafed in England t : 
Some monkifh writers reprefent the h.1lf of the kingdom as infeCted by them : 
rrhey were carried over to Bohemia by fome youth of that nation. who fiudied 
in Oxford : But tho' the age feemed (l rongly difpokd to receive them, affai s \'ere 
n·.: t yet fully ripe for this great revolut:on; and the finifhing blow to ecclefiaftical 
power was referved to a paiod of more curiofity, literature, and inclination for 
novelties. 

MEANWHILE, the Eng'i!h parliament continued to check the clergy and the 
court of Rome by more fober and more legal expedients. They enaCted anew 
the ftatute of provifors, and affixed higher penalties to the tranfgreffion of ir, 
which, in fome initances, was even made capital t· The court of Rome had 
fallen upon a new device, which encreafed their authority over the prelatts : The 
Pope, who found that the expedient of arbitrarily depriving them was violent and 
liable to oppo!ltion, attained the fame end by transferring fuch of them, as were 
obnoxious, to poorer fees, and even to nominal fees, in partibus infidelium. It 
was thus that the archbifhop of York, and the biihops of Durham and Chichef
ter, the King's minifters, had been treated after the prevalence of Glocefier's 
faB:!on : The good biih ~)p of Carlii1e met with the fame fate after the acceffion of 
Henry IV. For the Pope always joined with the prevailing powers when they did 
not thwart his pretenfions. The parlian1ent, in the reign of Richard, enaCled a 
Jaw againtl this abufe: And the King made a general remonfirance to the court 
of Rome againf1 all thofe impofitions, which he calls torribl.: exceffes of that court§. 

It was ufual at this time for the church, that they might elude the mortmain 
act, to make their votaries leave lands in truil: to certain perfons, under whofe 
name the clergy enjoyed the benefit of the bequeft : The parliament alfo fioppecl 
the progrefs of this abufe 11· In the I 7th of the King, the commons prayed, 
that remedy might be had againflfuch religious perfons as cazje heir villains to marry 
free women inheritable, whereby the eftate comes to thofe re igious hands by collujion +· 
This was a new device of the clergy. 

THE papacy was at this time fomewhat weakened by a fchifm, which hfhd for 
forty years, and gave great fcandal to the devoted partizans of the holy fee. Af. 
ter the Popes had refided many years at Avignon, Gregory XI. was perfuaded to 
return to Rome; and upon his death, which happened in I 3 8o, the Romans, 

"' \Valfing am, p. 3rz. Ypod. Neuft. p. 537· t Knyghton, p . z6o3. :t: 13 Rich. n. cap. 3· I'5Rich. If. cap. 4· § Rymer, vol. 7· P· 672· 11 Knyghton, P· 27, 38. 
Cotton, p. 355· + Cotton, p. 355· 
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Ch p. XVII. refolute to fix , for the future, t e feat of the papacy in ltaly, belieged the 
I399· cardinals in the conclave, and conftrained them, tho' they were n1oftly French-

men, to e leB: U rban V I. an Italian, in to that high dignity. The French card i
na!s, fo foon as they recovered their liberty, fled from Rome, and protel1:ing 
arrainft the fo rced eleB.ion, chofe Robert, fon of the count of Geneva, who took the 

0 name of Clement V U. and refided at Avignon. All the kingdoms of Chriften-
dom, according to their fevera\ interefts and inclinations, were divided between 
thefe two pontiffs. The court of France adhered to Clement, and were fol
lowed by their allies, the King of Cafti!e, and King of Scotland : England of 
eo m fe was thrown into the other party, and declared for Urban. Thus the ap
pellation of Clementines and Urbanifls dil1:raCted Europe for feveral years ; and 
each party damned the other as fchifmatic~, and as rebels to the true vicar of 
Chrift. But this circumftance, tho' it weakened the papal authority, had not 
fo great an effect as might naturally be imagined. Tho' any King could eafily, 
at firft , make his kingdom embrace the party of one Pope or the other, or even 
keep it fome time in fufpence between them, he could not fo eaf1ly transfer his 
obedience at pleafure : The people attached themfelves to their own party as to a 

religious opinion ; and conceived an extreme abhorrence to the oppofite party, 
whom they regarded at little better than Saracens or infidels. Croifades were 
even undertaken in this quarrel; and the zealous bifhop of Norwich, in parti· 
cular, led over, in 13 8 z, near 6o,ooo bigots into Flanders againft the Clementines; 
but after lofing a great part of his followers, he returned with difgrace into Eng
land *. Each Pope, fenG ble, fron1 this prevailing fpirit of the people, that the 
l"ingdom, which once embraced his ca.ufe, would always adhere to him, boldly 

· n1aintained all the pretenfions of his fee, and ftood not much more in awe of 
the fovereigns, than if his authority had not been endangered by a rival. 

\VE meet with this preambl~ to a law enacted at the very beginning of this 
reign: " Whereas divers perfons of fmall garrifon of land or other poffeffions do 
" make great retinue of people, as well of efquires as of others, in many parts of 
" the realm, giving to them hats and other livery of one fuit by year, taking 
" again towards them the value of the fame livery or percafe the double value, 
" by fuch covenant and affurance, that every of them fhall maintain other in all 
" quarrels, be they reafonable or unreafonable, to the great mifchief and oppref
" fion of the people, &c. t" This preamble contains a true picture of the ftate 
of the kingdom. The Jaws were fo feebly executed, even during the long, active, 

* Froiffart, lib. z. chap. 133, '34· \VaHingham, p. 298, 299, 300, &c. Knyghton, p. 2671. 

t 1 Rich. II. chap. 7. and 
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and vigilant reign of Edward Ill. that no fubjeB: could truft to their protection. Chap. XVII. Men openly affociated themfelves, under the patronage of fome great man, for '
1399

' their mutual defence. They had public badges by which their confederacy was 
diftinguiihed. They fupported each other in all quarrels, iniquities, extortions, murders, robberies, and other crimes. Their chieftain was more their fovereign than the King himfelf; and their own band was more connected with them than their country. Hence the perpetual turbulence, diforders, factions, and civil wars of thofe times: Hence the fmall regard paid to a character or the opinion of the public : Hence the large difcretionary prerogatives of the crown, and the danger which might have enfued from the too great limitation of them. If the King had poifeffed no arbitrary powers, while all the nobles aifumed and exercife~ them, there muft have enfued an abfolute anarchy in the ftate. 

ONE great mifchief, attending thtfe confederacie~, was the extorting from the . King pardons for the moft enormous crimes. The parliament often endeavoured, in the 1aft reign, to deprive the prince of this prerogative ; but in the prefent, they were contented with an abridgement of it. They enacted, that no pardon for rapes or murder from malice prepenfe fhould be valid, unlefs the crime was particularly fpecifi.cd in it 11. There were alfo fame other circumftances required for the palling any pardons of this kind : An excellent law ; but ill obferved, 
like moil: laws, which thwart the manners of the people, and the prevailing cufloms of the times. 

IT is eafy to obferve, from thefe voluntary aifociations among the people, that the whole force of the feudal fyftem was in a manner di!folved, and that the Englifh had nearly returned in that particular to the fame fituation in which they ftood before the Nor man conqueft. It was indeed impoffible, that that fyftem could long fubfift, under the conftant revolutions, to which landed property is every where fubjeCl:. When the great feudal baronies were firft erected, the lord ' lived in opulence in the midfl of his vaffals: He was in a fituation to protect 
and cherifh and defend them: The quality of patron naturally united itfelf to that of fuperior: And thefe two principles of authority mutually fupported each other. But when, by the various divifions and mixtures of property, a man's fuperior came to live at a diftance from him, and could no longer give him .fhelter or countenance ; the tie gradually became n1ore fictitious than real : New connexions from neighbourhood or other caufes were formed : ProteCtion was fought by vo· luntary fervices and attachment : The appearance of valor, fpirit, ability in any 
great man extended his intereil: very far : And if the fovereign was dtficient in thefe 

VoL. II. 
1 3 Rich. II. Char. ' • 

Oo qual: ties, 



bap. XVII. qualities, he was equally, if not more expofed to the ufurpations of the ariftO: 

I 399· ~ cracy than even during the vigor of the feudal fyftem. 
THE greateft novelty introduced into the civil government during this reign 
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1399· 

Title: of the 
Kin~. 

as the creation of peers by patent. The lord Beauchamp of Holt was the firft 
peer, who was advanced to the houfe of lords in this manner. The pratl:ice df 
levying benevolences is alfo firft mentioned in this reign • 

.. 

C H A P. XVIII. 

H E N R y IV. 

'Iitle if the King-An irifurreefion-An' hljitrreelion in Wales
'!'he earl if Northumberland rebels-Battle if Sbrewjhury-State 
if Scotland-Parliamentary tranfaCiions--Deatb-and cha· 

raCier of the Kt'ng. 

HE Engli!h had fo long been familiarized to the hereditary fucceffion oi 
their monarchy, the inftances of departure from it had always born fuch 

ftrong fymptoms of injuftice and violence, and fo little of a national choice or elec
tion, and the returns to the true line had ever been deemed fuch fortunate in
cidents in their hiil:ory, that Henry was afraid, left, in refting his title on the 
confent of the people, he fhould build on a foundation, to which the people 
themfelves were not accuftomed, and whofe folidity they would with· difficulty be 
brought to recognize. The idea too of choice feemed always to imply that of 
conditions, and a liberty of recalling the confent upon any fuppofed violation of 
them ; an idea which was not naturally agreeable to a fovereign, and might be 
dangerous to the people themfel ves, who, lying fo much under the influence of 
turb~1lent nobles, had ever paid but a very imperfeCt obedience even to their he
reditary princes. For thefe reafons Henry was determined never to have recourfe 
to this claim ; the only one, on which his authority could confiftently fl:and : 
He chofe rather to patch up his title in the beft manner he could from other 
pretenlions : And in the end, he left himfelf, in the eyes of men of fenfe, no 
foundation of right, but his prefent po!feffion ; a very precarious cla.Im, which, 

by: 
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by its ver¥ nature, was liable to be overthrown b~ every faction of the great, or Cha xvn . 
prejudice of the people. He· h11d indeed a prefent advantage over his compe- 1399. 

titor: The heir of the houfe of Mortimer, who had been declared in pa ·Iiament 
the true heir of the crown, was a boy of feven years of age * : His fric ds con-
fulted his fafety by keeping filence with regard to his title : Henry detained hin1 
and his younger brother in an honourable cuftody at W indfor cafrle : But he had 
reafon to dread, that, in proportion as that nobleman grew to man's efi·ate, he 
would draw to him the attachment of the people, and make them r-efleCt on the 
fraud, violence, and injuftice, by which he had been excluded from the throne. 
Many favourable topics w.otld occur i~ his behalf: He was born in the country.; 
poifeifed an extenfive intereft from the greatnefs and alliances of his family; how ... 
ever criminal the depofed monarch might be, this youth was entirely innocent; 
he was of the fame religion, and educated in the fame manners with the people, 
and could not be governed by any feparate intereft : Thefe views would all con--
cur to favour his claim ; and tho' the abilities of the prefent prince might w•ard 
off any dangerous revolution, it was juftly to be apprehended, that his authority 
could with difficulty be brought to equal that of his predeceffors. 

HJ:;NR Y in his very firft parliament had teafon to fee the danger attending that 
fiation, which J he had affumed, and the obftacles, which he would meet with, 
in governing an unruly ariftocracy, always divided by faction, and fti!l more 
inflamed with the refentments, confequent on fuch recent convulfions. The 
peers on their alfembling broke out into violent animofities; forty gauntlets, the 
gages of furious battle, were thrown on the floor of the houfe of lords by noble. 
men who gave mutual challenges to each other ; and liar and traitor refounded 
from all quarters. The King had fo much authority with thefe doughty cham
pions, as to prevent all the combats, which they threatened ; but he was not able 
to bring them to a proper compofure, or to an amicable difpofition towards each 
other. 

I~ was not long before thefe paffions broke out in action. The earls of Rutland, 
Kent, and Huntington and lord Spencer, who were now degraded fron1 the titles of 1 t-co. 

Albemarle, Surry, Exeter, and Glocefter, conferred on them by Richard, entered in- An. iniur ... 
to a confpiracy, together with the earl of Salifbury and lord Lumley, for raifing an re~bon. 
infurreCtion, and for feizing the King's perfon at Windfor t; but the treachery of 
~utland gave him warning of the danger. He fuddenly withdrew to Lonoon ; and 
the confpirators, who came to Windfor with a body of 500 horfe, found rhat they 
had miffed this blow, on whidi all the fuccefs of their enterprize depended. Hen- , 

• Dug4ale, vol. i. p. I 51. t \Valfingham, p. 36z. Otterbournc, p. zz4. 
0 0 2 ry 
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Chap. XVIII ry appeared, next day, at Kingfton upon 1'hames, at the head of zo,ooo men, moftly 

1400
' drawn from the city; and his enemies, unable to refift his power, d1fperfed them

felves, with a view of railing their followers in the feveral counties, which were the 

feat of their intereft. But the adherents of the King were hot in the purfuit, and every 

where oppofed themfelves to their progrefs. The earls of Kent and Salifbury were 

feized at C1rencefter by the citizens; and were next day beheaded without farther 

ceremony, according to the cuftom of the times*. The citizens of Briftol treated 

Spencer and Lumley in the fame manner. The earl of Huntington, fir ThomasBiount, 

£ir Benedid: Sely, who were alfo taken prifoners, fuffered death, with many others 

of the confpirators, by orders from Henry. And when the quarters of thefe un

happy men were brought to London, no lefs than eighteen bi!hops and thirty· 

four mitred abbots, joined the populace, and met them with the moft indecent 

marks of joy and exultation. 

BuT the fped:acle the moft fhocking to every one, who retained any fenti

ment either of honour or humanity, fl:ill remained. The earl of Rutland appeared, 

carrying on a pole the head of lord Spencer, his brother-in-law, which he pre

fented in triumph to Henry, as a teftimony of his loyalty. This infamous man, 

who was foon after duke of York by the death of his father, and firft prince of 

the blood, had been inftrumental in the murder of his uncle, the duke of Glo

cefter t; had then deferted Richard, by whom he was trufted; had confpired 

againft the life of Henry to whom he had fworn allegiance ; had betrayed his af

fociates, whom he had feduced into this enterprize; and now difplayed, in the 

face of the world, thefe badges of his multiplied difhonour. 

HENRY was fenfible, that, tho' the execution of thefe confpirators might feem 

1+01 • to give fecurity to his throne, the animofities, which remain after fuch bloody 

fcenes, are always dangerous to royal authority ; and he therefore determined not 

to encreafe, by any hazardous enterprize, thofe numerous enemies, with whom 

he was every where furrounded. While he was only a fubjed:, he was believed to 

have ftrongly imbibed all the principles of his father, the duke of Lancafter, and 

to have adopted the prejudices which the Lollards infpired againft the abufes of the 

eftabli!hed church : But finding himfelf poffeffed of the throne by fo precarious a 

title, he thought fuperftition a very neceffary implement of public authority; and he 

refolved, by every expedient, to pay court to the clergy. There were hitherto no 

penal laws enacted againft herefy ; an indulgence which had nowife proceeded 

from a fpirit of toleration in the Romifh church, but from the -ignorance and 

• Walfingham, p. 363. Ypod. Neuft. p. 556. t Dugdale, vol. ii. p. I 7 I· 

fimplicity 
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fimplicity of the people, which had rendered them unfit either for ftarting or re- Cha;· ~~III. ceiving any new or curious doctrines, and which needed not to be reftrained by any 
4 

rigorous punifhments. But when the learning and genius of Wickliffe had once broke the fetters of prejudice, the ecclefiaftics called aloud for the punifhment of his difciples ; and the King, who was very Jittle fcrupulous in his conduCt, was eafily induced to facrifice his principles to his intereft, and to acquire the favour of the church by that moft effectual method, the gratifying their vengeance againft all opponents. He engaged the parliament to pafs a law for this purpofe, and it was enacted, that when any heretic, who relapfed or refufed to abjure l1is opinions, was delivered over to the fecular arm by the bifhop or his commiffaries, he fhould be committed to the flames by the civil magifirate before the whole people *. This weapon did not remain long unemployed in the hands of the clergy : William Sautre, rector of St. Ofithes in London, had been condemned by the convocation of Canterbury ; his fentence was ratified by the houfe of peers; the King iffued his writ for the execution t ; and the unhappy man attoned for his erroneous opinions by the penalty of fire. This is the fidl: infiance of that kind in England ; and thus one horror more was added to thofe difmal fcenes, which at that time were already but too familiar to the people. 
BuT the utmoft precaution and prudence of Henry could not fhie :d him fron1 thofe numerous inquietudes, which affailed him from every quarter. The con .. ne:xions of Richard with the royal family of France, n1ade that court exert its aEl:ivity to recover his authority, or revenge his death t; but tho' the confufions of England, tempted the French to undertake fome enterprize, by which they n1ight diftrefs their antient enemy, the greater confufions, which they exper;enced at home, obliged them quickly to accommodate matters; and Charles, content with ~ecovering his daughter from Henry's han ~.is, laid afide his preparations, and renewed the truce between the two kingdoms 11. The attack of Guienne was alfo an inviting attempt, which the prefent factions, that prevailed among the French, obliged them to neglect. The Gafcons, affectionate to the memory of Richard, who had been born among them, refufed to fwear allegiance to a prince that had ufurped his throne, and murdered his perfon ; and the appearance of a French army on their frontiers, would probably have tempted them to change mafters §. But the earl of Worcefter, arriving with fome Englifh troops, gave countenance to the partizans of England, and over-awed their opponents. Religion too was here found a cement of their union with that kingdom. The Gafcons had been engaged by Richard's authority to acknow lege the Pope of Rome ; 

• z Hen. IV. chap. 7· t Rymer, vol. 8. p. 178. t Rymer, vol. 8. P· IZ3· » Rymer, vol. 8. p. 14-z, 152, ZI9· S Rymer, vol. 8. uo, 111. 
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Chap. XVIII. and they were fenfible, that if they fubmttted to ,France,. it would be nece'ffarYi 

14° 1 • for them to pay obedience to the Pope of Avignon, whom· they had been taught 

to detdl: as a fchifmatic. Their principles on this head were too faft rooted to 

. admit of any fudden or violent alteration. 

Inlturcaion 
in Wak.s. 

T-HE revolution in England proved likewife the occafion of an 1nfurrefrion in 
Wales. Owen Glendour, or Glendourduy, defcended from the antient princes 

of that country, had become obnoxious on account of his attachments. to Rich
aF<1 ; and Reginald, lor 1 Gray of Ruthyn, .who was clofely conneCted with the 
new King, and wlio poffeffed a great fortune in the marches of Wales, thought 
the opportunity favourable for oppreffing his neighbour, and taking poffeffion 
of his efrate *· Glendour, provoked at the injuftice, and frill more at the in

dignity, recovered poffeffion by the fword t : Henry fent affiftance to Gray :J:; 
the V\7 elfh took party with G lendour : A troublefome and tedious war was 

kindled, which Glendour long fuftained by his valour and aCtivity, aided by the 

natural fl:rength of that country, and the untamed fpirit of its inhabitants. 

As G lend our comrv.itted devaftations promifcuoufiy on all the Englifh, he in
fefted the eflate of the earl of Marche ; and fir Edmund Mortimer, uncle to that 
nobleman, led out the retainers of the family, and gave battle to the W elih chief
tain. His troops were routed, and he himfelf was taken prifoner § : At the 
fame time, the earl himfelf, who nad been allowed to retire to his caftle of \Vig
n1ore, and who, tho' a mere boy, took the field with his followers, fell alfo into 

Glendour's hands, and was carried by hin1 into Wales\~. As Henry hated mortally 
all the family of Marche, he allowed the earl to remain in captivity; and tho• 
that young nobleman was nearly allied to the Piercies, to whofe affiftance he him-

, felf had owed his crown, he refufed to the earl of Northumberland permiffio to 

treat of his ranfom with Glendour. 

THE uncertainty in which Henry's affairs ftood for a long time with France, 

as well as the confufion, incident to all great changes in government, tempted 

the Scots to make incurfions into England; and Henry, defirous of takin~ re

venge upon them, but afraid of rendering his new government unpopular by 
requiring great fupplies from his fubjeB:s, fummoned at Weftminfter a council of 
the peers, without the commons, and laid before them the fl:ate of his affairs +· 
'I'he military part of the feudal confl:itution was now entirely gone : There re

n1ained only fo much of that fabric as affeCted the civil rights and properties of men: ' 

A.nd the eers here voluntarily undertook to at~end the King in an expedition againft 

* Vita Ric. fee. p. 171, 172. 
§ Dudgalc, vol. I. p. 150. 

4 

t Walfing. p. 364. 
1J Dudgale, vol. I. p. I 5 I. 

t Vita Ric. fee. 172, I73· 
+ Rymer, vol. 8. P: 125, 126. 
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Scotlana, each of them at the head of a certain number of his retainers *. Henry Chap. XVIII. 
conducted this army to Edinburgh, Qf which he eafily took poffeffion ; and he 14° 1• 

there fummoned Robert Ill. to do homage to him for his crown t. But finding, 
that the Scots would neither fubmit nor give him battle, he returned in three weeks, 
after making this ufelefs bravado; and he di1perfed his army . 

. IN the fubfequent feafon, Archibald earl of Douglas, at the head of 1 2,ooo q.oz. 
men, and attended by many of the principal nobility, made an irruption into 
England, anq committed devafl:ations on the northern counties. On his return 
'l1ome, he was overtal'en by the Piercies, at Homcldon on the borders of Eng-
land, and a fierce battle enfued, where the Scots were totally routed. Douglas 
himfelf was taken prifoner; as was Mordac earl of Fife, fon of the duke of f\J .. 
bany, and nephew of the Scots King, with the earls of Angus, Murray, and ·Ork-
ney, and many others of the Scots gentry and nobility :f:. When Henry received 
intelligence of this victory, he fent the earl of 1 orthumberland orders not to ran-
foro his prifoners, which that nobleman regarded as his right, by the laws of war, 
that prevailed in that age. The King intended to detain them, that he might be 
able by their means to make an advantageous peace with Scotland; but by this 
policy he gave a new caufe of difgufr to the family of Piercy. 

THE obligations, which Henry had owed to the earl of Northumberland, were I.FJ.3· 
of a kind the moft likely to produce ingratitude on the one fide, and difcontent on The earl of 
h h ,.fh . 11 b . 1 f h h' h h d d Northumber. t e ot er. e pnnce natura y ecame Jea ous o t at power, w IC a a ·land rebels. 

vanced hin1 to the throne ; and the fu bjetl: was not eafily fatisfied in the returns, 
which he thought fo great a favour had merited. Tho' Henry, on his acceffion, 
had beftowed the office of confl:able on Northumberland for life §, and conferred 
other gifts on that family, thefe favours were regarded as their due ; the refufal of 
any other requeft was deemed an injury. The impatient fpirit of Harry Piercy, 
and the factious difpofition of the earl of Worcefl:er, younger brother of Torth
umberland, inflamed the difcontents of that nobleman ; and the precario~1s title 
of Henry tempted him to feek revenge, by overturning that throne, which he 
hnd at firfr eftab]i.fhed. lie entered into a corrcfpondence with Glendour: f-Ie 
gave liberty to the earl of Douglas, .and made an alliance with that martial chief-
tain : He rouzed up all his partizans to arms ; and fuch unlimited authority at 
that time belo11ged to the great f.amUies, that the fame men, whom, a few ye rs 
before, he had condLlcted againf1: Richard, now follo\\ d his ftandard in oppofition 

.; 

Rymer, ,·ol. 8. p. 12 5· t Rymer, vol. 8. p. I 5 ;, 156, &c. t Walling. p. 366. Yi a 
·c. fee. p. 18o. Cbron. Otterburne, p. 237, -Rrrner, vol. P. p. SJ. 
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Chap. XVIII. to ·Henry. When· the war was ready to break out, Northumberland w:rs 

IfOJ. feized with a fudden illnefs at Berwic; and yo~ng Piercy, taking the command of 

the troops, marched towards Shrewfbury, in order to join his forces with thofe 

of Glendour. The King had happily a fmall army on foot, with which he had 

intended to aCt againft the Scots_; and knowing the importance of celerity in all 

civil wars, he inftantly hurried down, that he might give battle to the rebels. 

He approached Piercy near Shrewfbury, before that nobleman was joined by Glen

dour; and the policy of the one leader, and imp:ttience of the other, foon 

brought on a general engagement. · 

THE evening before the battle, Piercy fent a manifefl:o to Henry, in which he 

renounced his allegiance, fet that prince at defiance, and in the name of his fa

ther and uncle, as well as his own, enumerated all the grievances of which the 

nation had reafon to complain. He reprefented the perjury, of which Henry had 

been guilty, when, on landing at Ravenfpur, he had fworn upon the gof

pels, before the earl of Northumberland, that he had no other intention but to 

recover polfeffion of the dutchy of Lancafi:er, and that he would ever remain a 

faithful fubjeCl: to King Richard. He aggravated his guilt in firfl: dethroning and 

then murdering that prince, a.nd in ufurping on the title of the houfe of Morti

mer, to whom, both by lineal fuccefiion and by declarations of parliament, the 

throne, "he-n vacant by Richard's death, did of right belong. l-Ie complained 

of the cruel policy, in allowing the young earl of Marche, whom he ought to 

regard as his fovereign, to remain a captive in the hands of his enemies, and in 

even rcfufing to all his friends permiffion to treat of his ranfom. He charged 

him again with perjury in loading the nation with heavy taxes, after having fworn 

that, without the utmoft neceffity, he would neverlevy any impofitions upon them. 

And he reproached him with the arts employed in procuring favourable electjons 

into parliament; arts, which he himfelf had before imputed to Richard, and which he 

had made one chief reafon of that prince's arraignment and depoficion *. This 

manifefl:o was very well calculated to inflame the quarrel between the parties: 

The bravery of the two leaders, promifed an obftinate engagement : A.nd the 

equality of the armies, being each about 1 z,ooo men, a number which rendered 

them not unmanageab!e by the commanders, gave reafon to expect a great effu

fion of blood on both fides, and a very doubtful i!fue to the combat. 

zdl: July. V\; E fhall fcarcely find any battle in thofe ages, where the !hock was more ter· 

Battle of rible and more confi:ant. Henry expofed his perfon in the thickefl- of the fight: 

Shrew!bury. 
His gallant fon, whofe military feats became afterwards fo famous, and who here 

performed his apprenticefi1ip in arms, fignalized himfeif on his father's footfteps, 

• Hall, fol. zJ, 22, &c. 
and 
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ancl even an wound, which he received on the face with an at·row, could not chap. X\'Ill. 
oblio-e him to quit the field*. Piercy fupported that renown, which he had ac- 14°3· b . 
quired in fo many bloody combats. And Douglas, his antient enemy and now 
his friend, frill appeared his rival, amidft the horror and confufion of the day. 
,.This nob 1eman performed acts of valour, which are almoft incredible: He feem
ed determined that the King of England fhould fall that day by his arm : He 
fought him all over the field of battle : And as Henry, either to elude the at· 
tacks of the enemy upon his perfon, or to encourage his own men by the belief 
of his prefence every where, had accoutered feveral captains in the royal garb, 
the f word of Douglas rend~ red this honour fatal to many t. But while the ar
mies were contending in this furious manner, the death of Piercy, by an uncer
tain hand, decided the victory, and the royaliits prevailed. 1'here are faid to 
have fallen that day on both fides near two thoufand three hundred gentlemen; 
but the perfons of greateft diftinEtion were on the King's; the earl of Stafford, 
Sir Hugh Shirley, Sir Nicholas Gaufel, Sir Hugh Mortimer, Sir John Maffey, 
Sir John Calverley. About fix thoufand private men perilhed, of whom two 
thirds were of Piercy's army :f:. The earls of W orcefter and Douglas were taken 
prifoners : The former was beheaded at Shrewibury; the latter was treated with 
the courtefy, which was due to his r:ank and merit. 

THE earl of Northumberland, having recovered his health, had levyed an ar
n1y, and was on his march to join his fon; but being oppofed by the earl of 
Weftmoreland, and hearing of the event of the battle at Shrewfbury, he difmif
fed his furces, and came with a fmall retinue to the King at York§. He pre
tended, that his fole intention in arming was to mediate between the two parties: 
Henry thought proper to accept the apology, and even granted him a pardon for 
his offence : All the other rebels were treated with equal lenity ; and except the 
earl of W orcefter and Sir Richard ·vernon, who were regarded as the chief au
thors of the infurrection, no perfon, engaged in this dangerous defign, feems to 
have perifhed by the hands of the executioner 11· 

BuT Northumberland, tho' he had been pardoned, knew, that he never fhould 
be trufted, and that he was too powerful to be cordially forgiven by a prince, 
whofe fituation gave hirn fuch reafonable grounds of jealoufy. It was the effect 
either of Henry 7s vigilance or good fortune, or of the narrow genius of his ene
mies, that no proper concert was ever formed among them : They rofe in re
bellion one after another ; and thereby afforded him an opportunity of fuppref .. 

• T. Livii, p. 3· t Walfingham, p. 366, 367. Hall. fol. 22. t Chrpn. Otterb. 
P· 224· Ypod Neuft. P· s6o. I § Otterbourne, p. zzs. 11 Rymer, vol. s. p. 353· 

VoL. U. P p fing· 
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(hap. XV liL fioo finrrly th ')fe infurreCtions, which, had they been tlnited, might have proved 
I+?J. fat;l to t1is throne. The earl·of Nottingham, fon to the duke of Norfolk, and 

the archbil11op of York, brother to the earl of\\ iltfhire, whom Henry, then 
duke of L1nc1frcr, had b~he.1ded at J?rifl:ol, tho' tht>y had remained quiet, while 
Piercy was in the field, ftill harboured in their breafi. a violent hatred againft the 
enemy of their families; and they determined, in conjunCtion with the earl ofN orth
umberland, to feck revenge againfl: him. They betook themfelves to arms before 
that powerful nobleman WdS prepnred to join them; and publif11ing a manifefto, in 
which they r ·preached I-Ienry with his ufurpacion of the crown and the murder 
of the late ICing, they required, that the right line ihould be reftored, and all 
public gri~vances be redreffed. The earl of \Vefl:moreland, whof.::: power lay in 
the neighbourhood, approached them 'vith an inferior force at Shipton near 
York; and being afraid to hazard a battle, he attempted t) fubdue them by an 
artifice, which nothing but the greateft folly and fimplicity on their part codd 
have rendered fucccfsful. He dd!:·ed a conference with the archbin1op and earl 
b.:tween the two armies : He heard thtir grievances with great patience : He 
beg <..._ed them to propofe the remedies: I-Ie approved of every thing which they 
fuggefted: He granted them all their demands: He alfo engaged that Henry 
fhould give them entire fatisfattion: And when he faw them p~eafed with the 
facility of his conceffions, he obferved to them, that, fince amity was now in ef
feCt: reftored between them, it were better on both fides to difmifs their forces, 
which otherwife would prove an infupportable burthen to the country. The 
archbifhop and the earl of Nottingham immediately iffued orders to that purpofe: 
'fheir troops difbanded upon the field : But Weftrnoreland, who had fecretly if. 
fued contrary orders to l~ is army, feized the two rcbe:s without reG!l:ance, and 
carried them to the ~ing, who was advancing with hafty marches to fupprefs the 
rebellion *. The trial and punilhment of an archbiihop might have proved a very 
troublefome and dangerous undertaking, had Henry proceeded regularly, and 
allowed time for an oppofition to form itfelf againft that unufual meafure. The 
celerity of the execution alone could here render it f.1fe and prudent. Finding 
that Sir William Gafcoigne, the chief jufrice, made fome fcruple of acting on this 
occafion, he appointed Sir William Fulthorpe a judge for that purpofe; who, 
without any indiCtment, trial or defence, pronounced fentence of death upon the 
prelate, which was inftantly executed. T'his was the firft infl:ance in England of 
a cJpital punifi1ment inflicted on a bi {hop; whence the clergy of that rank might 
learn, that their crimes, as well as thofe of l .. aics, were not to pafs with impuni~ 

! Walfinghr.m, p. 373· Otterbourne, p. 255• 
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ty. The earl of Nottingham was condemned and executed in the fame fum- Chap. XVIU. 
rnary manner: But tho' many other perfons of condition, fuch as the lord Fal- Ifo;. 
conberge, Sir RJ1ph Hafiings, Sir John Colville, were engaged in this rebellion, 
no more feem to have fallen victims to Henry's feverity. 

THE earl of Northumberland, on receiving this intelligence, fled into Scot
land, together with lord Bardolf* ; and the King, without oppofition, reduced 
all the caftles and fortreffes, belonging to thefe noblemen. He thence turned his 
arms againft Glendour, over whom his fon, the prince of Wales, had obtain d 
fome advantages: But that enemy, more troublefome than dangerous, frill found 
n1eans of defending himfelf in his fafl:neffes, and of eluding, tho' not refifring, 
all the force of England. In a fubfequent feafon, the earl of Northumcerland I'fO(· 

and lord Bardolf, impatient of their exile, entered the north, in hopes of raifing 
the people to arms; but found the country in fuch a pofl:ure as rendered all their 
attempts unfuccefsful. Sir Thomas Rokefby, fhe1·iff of Yorkfhire, levied fome 
forces, attacked the invaders at Bra m ham, and gained a viCtory, in which both 
Northumberland and Bardolf were Oain t. This profperous event, joined to the · 
death of Glendour, which happened foon after, freed Henry from all his domcf-
tic enemies; and this prince, who had mounted the throne by fuch unjufii.fi-
able methods, and held it by fuch an exceptionable title, had yet, by his valour, 
prudence, and addrefs, accuilomecl his people to the yoke, and had obtained a 
greater afcenclant over his haughty barons, than the law alone, not fupported b1 
thefe aCtive qualities, was ever able to confer. 

ABouT the fame time, fortune gave Henry an advantage over that neighbour, 
who, by his Gttution, was befl: enabled to difturb his government. Robert the 
third King of Scots, w2s a prince, tho' of £lender capacity, extremely innocent 
and inoffenfive in his conduct: But Scotland, fl:illlefs than England, was at that 
t ime fitted for cher·Lhing, or even enduring, fovereigns of that character. The 
duke of Albany, Roben's brother, a prince of more abilities, at leaft of a more 
boifterous and vio!en,t di rpofition, had a !fumed the government of the ftate ; and 
not fatisfled with prefent author'ty, he entertained the criminal purpofe of ex
tirpating his brother's children, and of acquiring the crown to his own family. 
I-Ie thre v in prifon David, his eldeft nephew; who there perifhed with hunger: 
]Jmes alone, the younger brother of David, ftood between that tyrant and the 
throne ; and King Robert, fenfiblc of his fon's danger, embarked him on board 
a f11ip, with a view of fending him into France, and entrufting him to the pro
teB::ion of that frier.dly power. Unfortunately, the veffel was taken by the En
glilh ; prince J ames, a boy about nine years of age, was carried to London ; 

t \Valfingh;~,m, p. 377· Chron. Otterb. p. 261. 

pp 2 and 



H I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

ChJp. XVIli. and tho' there fuofifted a truce at tha t time between the two kingdoms, Henry corr 

14°7· · h' l'b R b 
fi antly refufed to reftore the young pnnce to ts 1 erty. o ert, worn out with 

cares and infinnities, was unable to bear the Chock of this Iafi: misfortune; and he 

foon afte r died, leaving the government in the hands of the duke of Albany *· 

}Ir·nry was now more fenfible than ever of he importance of the acquifition, which he 

had n1ade : vV hi le he retained fuch a pledge in his hands, he was fure of keep

ing the duke of Albany in dependance; or if offended, he could eafily, by reftor

jng the true heir, take ample revenge upon the ufurper. But tho' the King, by 

detaining J ames in the Engli!h court, had fhown himfelf fomewhat deficient in 

genero!i ty, he made ample amends by giving that prince an excellent educa

tion, which afterwards qualified him, when he mounted the throne, to reform, 

in fome meafure, the rude and barbarous manners of his native country. 

THE hoftile difpofitions, which always prevailed between France and Eng

land, were reftrained, during the greateft part of this reign, from appearing in 

action. The jealoufies and civil commotions, with which both nations was dif

turbed, kept each of them from taking advantage of the unhappy fituation of its 

neighbour. But as the abilities and good fortune of Henry had been able fooner to 

compofe the Englifu factions, this prince began, in the latter part of his reign, to. 

look abroad, and to foment the animofities between the families of Burgundy and 

Orleans, by which the government of France was, during that period, fo much 

diftraCl:ed. He knew, that one great fource of the national difcontent againft his 

predeceffor was the inactivity of his reign ; and he hoped, by giving a new di· 

reEtion to the reftlefs and unquiet fpirits of his people, to prevent their breaking 

1.p r. out in domeftic wars and diforders. That he might join policy to force, he 

firfl: entered into treaty with the duke of Burgundy, and fent that prince a [mall 

body of troops, which fupported him againft his enemies t. Soon after, he 

hearkened to more advantageous propofals made him by the duke of Orleans, 

14, 2 • and difpatched a greater body to fupport that party :f:. But the leaders of the 

oppofi te factions having made a temporary accommodation of their differences, 

t1.e interdts of the Engl ilh were facrificed; and this effort of Henry proved, in 

the iffue, entirely vain and fru itlefs. The declining ftate of his health and the 

fhortnefs of his reign, prevented hin1 from renewing the attempt, which his 

more fortunate fon carried to fo great a length againft the French monarchy. 

Parliamentary s .ucH were the military and foreign tranfactions of this reign: The civil ~nd 

tranfachons. parliamentary are fomewhat more memorable; and more wort '1y of our attentiOn· 

~ During the two lafl: reigns, the elections of the commons had appeared a circum

. fiance of government not to be neglected ; and Richard was even accufed of uf-

• Buchanan, lib. 10. t Walfingham, p. 380. 
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ing unwarrantable methods for procuring to his partizans a feat in that houfe. Chap. X\ HI 

This practice formed one confiderable article of charge againft him in his depo- 14' 2 • 

fltion ; yet Henry fcrnpled not to tread in his footll:eps, and to encourage the 
fame abufes in elections. Laws were enacted· againft fuch undue influence-, and 
even a !heriff was punifhed for an iniquitous return, which he had made *: But 
laws commonly were, at that time, very ill executed; and the liberties of the 
people, fuch as they were, flood on a furer bafis than on laws and parliamentary 
el ..:ctions. Tho' the houfe of commons was little able to withftand the violent 
currents, which perpetually ran between the monarchy and the arifl:ocracy, and that 
houfe might eafily b~ brought, at a particular time, to make the moft unwarran-
table conceffions to either ; the general inll:itutions of the ftate .frill remained 
invariable ; the interefl:s of the feveral members continued on the fame footing; 
the fword was in the hands of the fubject ; and the government, tho' thrown 
into temporary diforders, foon fettled itfelf on its antient foundations. 

DuRING the greateft part of this reign, the King was obliged to court popu
larity; and the houfe of commons, fenfible of their own importance, began to 
affume powers, which had not ufually been exercifed by their predeceffors. In 
the firft feffion of this reign, tbey procured a law, that no judge, in concurring 
with any iniquitous meafure, fhould be excufed by pleading the orders of the 
King, or even the danger of his own life from the menace~ of the fovereign t. 
In the fecond year of Henry, they infifted on maintaining the practice of not grant
ing any fupply before they received an anfwer to their petitions; which was a 
tacit method of bargaining with the prince :f:. In the fifth year, they defired 
the King to remove from his houfehold four officers, who had difpleafed them~ 
among whom was his own confeffor; and Henry, tho' he told them, that he knew 
of no offence, which thefe perfons had committed, yet, in order .to gratify them,. 
complied with their requeft IJ. In the fixth year, they voted the King fupplies, 
but appointed treafurers of their own, to fee the money diiburfed for the purpofes 
intended, and required them to deliver in their accounts to the houfe §. In 
the eighth year, they propofed thirty very important articles for the regulation of 
the government and houfehold, which were all granted them ; and they even 
obliged all the members of council, all the judges, and all the officers of the houfe
hold, to f wear to the obfervance of them +· The abridger of the records obferves 
the unufual liberties taken hy the fpeaker and the houfe during this period *. 
But the great authority of the commons was but a temporary advantage arifing 
from the prefent fituation. J n a fubfequent parliament, when the fpeaker n1ade 

• Cotton, p. 429. t Cotton, p. 364. :t Cotton, p. 406. If Cotton, 
p. 426. § Cotton. p. 438. + Co.ton, p. 456, 457· • Cotton, p. 462. 
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ehap. XVIII. his cuftomary applications to the throne for liberty of fpeech, the King, hav.: 
141 z. ing now overcome all his domeflic difficulties, plainly told him, that he would 

have no novelties introduced, and would enjoy his prerogative~. But ~>n the 
whole, the limitations of the government feem to have been more fenfibly felt, 
and more carefully maintained by Henry than by any of his predeceffors. 

DuRING this reign, when the houfe of commons were, at any time, brought 
to make unwary conceffions to the crown, they alfo fhowed their freedom by a 
very fpeedy retractation of them. Henry, tl1o' he entertained a perpetual and 

well-grounded jealoufy of the family of Mortimer, allowed not their name to be 
once mentioned in parliament ; and as none of the rebels had ventured to declare 
the earl of Marche King, he never attempted to procure, what would not have 
been refufed him, an exprefs declaration againfl: the claim of that nobleman ; 
becaofe he knew that fuch a declaration, in the prefent circumfrances, would have 
no authority, and would only ferve to revive the memory of Mortimer's title in 
the minds of the people" He proceeded in his purpofe after a more artful and 
covert manner. He procured a fettlement of the crown on himfelf and his heirs
n1ale *, thereby tacitely excluding the fema-les, and transferring the Salic law to 
the Engliih government. He thought, that, tho' the houfe ot Plantagenet had 
at firfl derived their title from females, this was a remote event, unknown to the 
generality of the peopie ; and if he could once accuftom the nation to the practice 
of excluding women, the title of the earl of M:uche wou 1d gradually be forgot 
and neglected by them. But he was very unfortunate in this ·ttempt. n·uring 
the long contefts with France, the injuftice of the ~alic law had been fo much ex .. 
claimed againft by the nat ton, that a contrary principle had taken deep root in 
the minds of men, and it was now become impoffible to eradicate it. The f.1me 
houfe of commons, therefore, in a fubfequent feffion, apprehenfive that they had 
overturned the foundations of the Englith government, aad that they had opened 
the door to more civil wars tlvm might enfue even from the irregular advancement 
of the houfe of Lancafrer, applied with fuch earr~eftnefs for a new fettlement of 

the crown, that Henry yielded to their requeft, and agreed to the fucceffton of 
the princeffes of his family t. A cettain proof, that no-body was, in his heait, 
fatisfied with the King's title to the crown, or knew on what principle to reil: it. 

BuT tho' the common", c1uring this reign, fhowed a very k udable zeal for liberty 
in their tranfaftions with the crown ; their e'forts againfl: the church \Yere fl:ill 
111ore extraordinary, and feemed to anticipate very much on the fpirit-which be
~ame fo general in Lttle more than a century afterwards. I know, that the credit 

• Cotton, p. 45 4· t Rymer, vol. 8. p. 46z. 
of 
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of thefe paffages refts entirely on one antient hiftorian * ; but that hiftorian was Chap. XVHI~ 
contemporary, was a eh urchman, and it was contrary t the interefis of his order 14 1 z. 
to pn-ferve the memory of fuch tranlactions, much more to forge precedents, 
which pofterity might, fome time, be tempted to imitate. This is a truth fo 
evident, that the moft likely way of accounting for the filence of the records on 
t his head, is by fuppofing, that the authority of fome churchmen was fo great 
as to procure a razure, WJth regard to thefe circumftances, which the indifcrttion 
of one of that order has happily preferved to us. 

IN the lixth of I-Ienry, the commons, who had been required to grant fupp1ies, 
propofed in plain terms to the King, that he fhould feize all the temporalities of the 
church, and employ them as a perpetual fund to ferve the exigencies of the ftate. 
,_J'hey ii1fifted, that the clergy poffelfed a third of the lands of the kingdom; tnat they 
contributed nothing to the fupport of the public burdens ; and that their exorbi
tant riches tended only to difqualify them for performing their minifterial func
tions with proper zeal and attention. \Vhen this addrefs was prefented, the arch
bifhop of Canterbury, who then attended the King, objected, that the clergy, 
tho' they went not in perfon to the wars, fent their valfals and tenants in all cafes 
of neceffity; while at the fame time, tbey themfelves, who fiaid at home, were 
employed, night and day, in offering up their prayers for the happinefs and 
profperity of the ftate. The fpeaker fmiled, and replied without refcrve, that he 
thought the prayers of the church but a very !lender fupply. The archbilhop, 
however, prevailed in the difpute : The Ki."'g difcouraged the application of the 
commons: And the lords rejected the bill which the lower houfe had framed for 
defpoiling the church of her revenues t. . 

THE commons were not difcouraged by this repulfe: In the eleventh of the 
King they returned to the charge .with more zeal than before : They made ... a 
calculation of all the ecclefiaftical reven.1es, which, by their account, amounted 
to 48 5 ,ooo marks a year, and included 18,400 ploughs of land. They pro
pofed to divide this riches among fifreen new earls, 1500 knights, 6ooo efguires, 
and a hundred hofpitals; befides 2o,coo pounds a-year which the King might 
take for his own ufe : And they infift~d, that the clerical functions would be 
better performed than at prefent, by I 5,ooo parifh priefis, at the rate of feven 
marks a pitce of yearly ftipend :f:. Th.s application was accompanied wich an 
addrefs for mitigating the ftatutes enacted againft the Lollards, which lhows from 
what fource the addrefs ame. The Kir,g gave the commons a fevere reply, and 

• Walfingham. 
I \Valfingham, p . 379· 
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Chap. XVIII. farther to fatisfy the church, and to prove that he was quite in earneft, he ordered 
a Lollard to be burned before the diffolution of the pariiament ;c. 

2otl \1arch. 
Death 

WE have now related al m oft all the memorable tranfaCtions of this reign, which 
was bufy and aB:ive ; but produced few evepts, thlt defervc to be tranfmitted to 
pofterity. The King was fo much employed in defending his crown, which he 
bad obtained by fuch unwarrantable n1eans, and poffeffed by fo bad a title, that 
he had little leifure to look abroad, or perfonn any actions, which might redound 
to the honour or advantage of the nation. His health declined villbly fome 
months before his death : He was fubjetl: to fits, which bereaved him, for the 
time, of his fenfes : And tho' he was yet in the flower of his age, his end was vi· 
fibly approaching. He expired at Weihninll:er in the forty-fixth year of his age, 

and the thirteenth of his reign. 
and charaaer THE great popularity, which Henry enjoyed before he attained the crown, and 
·of tre King. which had fo much aided him in the acquifition ofit, was entirely loft many years be-

fore the end of his reign ; and he governed his people more by terror than by 
affection, more by his own policy than by their fenfe of duty or allegiance. When 
men came to refleCl: in cool blood on the crimes which had led hin1 to the 
throne ; the rebellion againft his prince ; the depofition of a lawful King guilty 
fometimes perhaps of oppreffion, but more frequently of imprudences; the exclu
fion of the true heir ; the murder of his fovereign and near relation ; thefe were 
fuch enormities as drew on him the hatred of his fubjeCts, fanetified all the rebel
lions againft him, and made the executions, tho' not remarkably fevere, which he 
found neceffary for the maintenance of his authority, appear cruel as well as iniqui· 
tous to the people. Yet without pretending to apologize for thefe crimes, which mull: 
ever be held in deteftation, it may be remarked, that he was infenfibly led into 
this blameable condu:t by a train of incidents, which few men poffefs virtue 
enough to withftand. The injuftice with which his predeceffor had treated 
him, in firft condemning him to bani!hment, and then defpoiJing him of 
his patrimony, made him naturally think of revenge, and of recovering his loft 
rights; the headlong zeal of the people hurried him into the throne ; the care of 
his own fecurity, as well as his ambition, made him an ufurper; and the fteps 
have always been fo few between the prifons of princes and their graves, that we 
need not wonder if Richard's fate was no exception to the general rule. All thefe 
confiderations make Henry's fituation, if he retained any fenfe of virtue, very 
much to be lamented ; and the inquietude with which he po!feffed his envied great
nefs, and the remorfes, by which it is faid he was continually haunted, render him 

• Ryrner, vol. 8. p. 627. Otterbourne, p. z67. 
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an object of our pity, even when feated upon the throne. But it muft be owned, Chap. xvru. 
that hi3 prudence and vigilance and forefight, in maintaining his power, were ad- 14 12• 

mirable : His command of temper remarkable : His courage, both military and 
political, without bkmifu: And he polfelfed many qualities, which fitted him for 
his high ftation, and which rendered his ufurpation of it, tho' pernicious in after 
times, rather falutary, during his own reign, to the Englifh nation. 

HENRY was twice married : By his firft wife, Mary de Bohun, daughter and 
heir of the earl of Hereford, he had four fons, Henry, his fucceffor in the throne, 
Thomas duke of Clarence, John duke of Bedford, and Humphrey duke of Glo
cefter; and two daughters, Blanche and Philippa, the former married to the duke 
of Bavaria, the latter to the King of Denmark. His fecond wife, J ane, whom he 
married after he was King, and who was daughter to the King of Navarre, and 
widow of the duke of Brittany, brought him no iffue. 

VoL. II. Q.q , CHAP. 
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'the King's former diforders--His reformation-7'he Lollards-
Punijbment if lord Cobham--Sta_te o/ France-InvqjiolZ of that 
kingdom-Battle if //zincour-State if France-Ne1v inva
jion of France-Ajfajjination of the duke of Burgundy--rreaty of 
'I'ro _ _ye--Marriage of the King-His death--And charaeler-
Miftellaneous tranjat1ions during this reign. 

T HE many jealoufies, to which Henry IV's fituation naturally expofed him, 
had fo infected his temper, that he had been perfuaded to entertain unrea

fonable fufpicions with regard to the fidelity of his eldeft fon; and during the 
latter years of his life, he had excluded that prince from all !hare in public bufi· 
nefs, and was even difpleafed to fee him at the head of armies, where his martial 
talents, tho' ufeful to the fupport of government, acquired him a renown, which, 
he thought, might prove dangerous to his own authority. The active fpirit of 
young Henry, reftrained from its proper exercife, broke out in extravagancies of 
every kind ; and the riot of pleafure, the frolics of debauQhery, the outrage of 
wine, filled the vacancies of a mind, better adapted to the purfuits of ambition, 
and the cares of government. This courfe of life threw him among· companions, 
whofe diforders, if accompanied with fpirit and humour, he feconded and in· 
dulged; and he was deteCted in many fallies, which, to feverer eyes, appeared 
totally unworthy of his rank and ftation. There even remains a tradition, that, 
when heated with liquor and jollity, he fcrupled not to accompany them in at· 
tacking the paifengers on the ftreets and highways, and defpoiling them of their 
goods; and he found an amufement in the inciJents, \Vh 1ch the terror a·nd regret 
of thefe defencelefs people produced on fuch occafions. This extreme of di[o· 
lutenefs proved equally difagreeable to his father, as that eager api lrcation to bu· 
fmefs, which had at firft given him occafion of jealoufy ; and he faw in his fon's 
behaviour the fame negleCt of decency, the fame attachm ..:nt to low compa:,y, 
which had deflroyed the perfonal character of Rtclurd, and which, more th n all 
his errors in government, had tended to overturn his throne. But the nation in 

f . aeneral 
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general confidered the young prince with more indulgence; and obff rved fo many Char XIX. 
gleams of genero!ity, fpirit, an magnani,nity, breal ·ing contin 1 lly thr ' the 14 1 3· 
cloud, which a wild conduct threw over his character, that they never ceafed 
h >ping for his amendment, and alcribed all the weeds, which fhot up in that rich 
foi I, to the want of proper cul ·ure arrd attention in tb King and his minift:rs. 
1"'here paired an event which encouraged thefe agreeablt. vi ~ ws, and gave much 
occafion for fav:ourable reflexions to all men of fenfe and candor. A rio ous 
companion of the prince's had been indicted before GafcoiiSne, the chief jufbce, 
for fome dilorder~ ; and Henry was not afhamed to appear ar the bar wi rh the 
criminal. in order to give him countenance and protetl:10n. Finding, that his pre-
fence had not over-awed the chief juftice, he procteded to infult that magi-
ft:rate on his tribunal; but Gafcoigne, mindful ot the charatl:er which he then 
bore, and the majdl: 1 of the fovereign and of the Jaws, which he fufl:ained, or-
dered the prince to be carried to prifon for his rude beh.lViour *. 1 he fpe~tators 
were agreeably difappointed, when they faw the heir of the crown fubmit peace-
ably to this fentence, make reparation for his error by acl· now ledging it, and 
check his impetuous nature in the mid£1: of its extravagant career. 

THE memory of this incident, and of many others of a like nature, rendered His reforma• 
the profpecr of the future reign no wife dilagreeable to the nation, and cncreafed tion. 

the joy, which the death of fo unpopular a prince as his father, naturally occa-
fioned. The firft Heps taken by the young King confirmed all thofe prepoffi ffions, 
entertained in his favoL r -[-. He called together his former companion~, ac-
quainted them with his intended reformation, exhorted them to imitate his ex-
ample, but ftritl:ly inh'bited them till they had given proofs of their fincerity in 
this particular, to appear any more in his prefence ; and he thus difmiife then1 
with liberal prefents t The wife minifiers of his father, who had checked his 
riots, found that they had un~nowingly been paying the higbefl: court to him ;. 
and were received with all the marks of favour and confidence. The chief juf-
tice himfelf, who trembled to approach the royal prefence, met with praifes, in-
ftead of reproaches, for his paft conduCt, and was exhorted to perfevere in the 
fame rigorous and imp.\ rtial execution of the laws. The furprize of thofe, who 
expected an oppofite behaviour, augmented their fati fc~ttion ; and the char B:er 
of the young King appeared brighter han if it had never been fhaded by any t:Frors. 

BuT nenry was anxious not only to repair his own mifcond utt, but alto to 
make amends for thofe iniquities, into which policy or the neceffity of aff.1:rs had 
betra} ed his father. He exprdfed the deepdl: forrow fo r the fa e o the unhap-. 

* Hall, f.>l. 33· t Walft,ng . p. 382. 
Goodwin's .Lite of Henry V. p. 1. 

:t Hall, fol. 33· HoUingfhcd, P· 5+3· 

Q.q 2 py 



300 
H I 5 'T' 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

Chap. xrx. py Richard, did juftice to the memory of that unfortunate prince, even perform-
14r3· ed anew his funeral obfequies with pomp and folemnity, and cherifhed all thofe 

who had diG:inguifhed themfelves by their loyalty and attach~TH'nt towards him*. 
Inftead of continuing the reftraints which the jealoufy of bis father had impofed 
on the earl of Marche, he received that young nobleman with fingular courtefy 
and favour; and by this magnanimity fo gained on the gentle and unambitious 
nature of his rival, that he remained ever after fincerely attached to him, and 
gave him no difturbance in his future government. The family ofPiercy was re
ftored to its fortune and honours f. The King feemed ambitious to bury all 
party difiinB:ions in oblivion : The inftruments of the preceding reign, who 
had been advanced from their blind zeal for the Lancaftrian intereft, more 
than from their merits, gave place every where to men of more honourable cha· 
raB:ers : Virtue feemed now to have an open career, in which it might exert it
felf: The exhortations, as well as example, of the frince g..tve it encourage
ment: All men were unanimous in their attachment to Henry; and the defects 
of his title were forgot, amidil: the perfonal regard, which was univerfally paid 

to him. 
The Lollards. 1'HER E remained among the people only one party diftinB:ion, which was de-

rived from religious differences, and which, as it is of a peculiar and commonly 
a very obftinate nature, the popularity of Henry was not able to overcome. The 
Lollards were every day encreafing in the kingdom, and were become a formed 
party, which appeared extremely dangerous to the church, and even formidable 
to the civil authority t· The enthufiafm by which thefe fetl:aries were generally 
aCl.uated, the great alterations which they pretended to introduce, the hatred 
which they expreffed againft the eftabliilied hierarchy, gave an alarm to Henry, 
who, either from a fincere attachment to the antient religion, or from the dread 
of the unknown confequences, which attend all important changes, was determined 
to execute the laws againft fuch bold innovators. The head of this feet was Sir 
John Oldcaille, lord Cobham, a nobleman, who had diftingui£hed himfelf by his 
valour and his military talents, and had, on many occafions, acquired the efteem 
both of the late and of the prefent King 11· His high charaB:er and his zeal for 
the new feet pointed him out to Arundel, Archbifhop of Canterbury, as the pro
per victim of ecclefiaftical feverity; whofe puni£hment would ftrike a terror into 
the whole party, and teach them that they muil: expeCt no mercy under the pre
fent adminiftration. He applied to Henry for a permiffion to indiCt lord Cob-

• Hift. Croyland. contin. Hall. fol. 34· Holingfhed. p. 5 44· t Holinglhed, P· 545· 
:1: Walfingham, p. 38z. § Walfingham, p. 38z. 
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ham *; but the generous nature of that Ftince was averfe to fuch fanguinary me:- Chap. XL{. 
thods of converfion. He reprefented to the primate, that reafon and conviction q 1 3· 

were the befi: expedients for fupporting truth ; that every gen't]e means ought 
firfi: to be tried, in order to reclaim men from error; and that he himfelf would 
endeavour, by a converfation with Cobham, to reconcile him to the Catholic 
faith. But he found that nobleman obftinate in his ppinions, and determined not 
to facrifice truths of fuch infinite moment to his complaifance for fovereigns t. 
Henry's principles of toleration, or rather his love of the practice, could carry 
him no farther; and he then gave full reins to ecclefiaftica] feverity againfi: this 
inflexible herefiarch. The primate indicted Cobham ; and with the afiifi:-
ance of his three fuffragans, the bifhops of London, Winchefi:er, and St. Da-
vid's, condemned him to the flames for his erroneous opinions. Cobham, who 
was confined to the Tower, made his efcape before the day of his execution. 
The bold fpirit of this man, provoked by perfecution and fi:imulated by zeal, was 
urged to attempt the mofi: criminal enterprizes ; and his unlimited authority over 
the feet proved, that he well merited the attention of the civil rnagifi:rate. He 
formed in his retreat very violent defigns againft his enemies ; and difp<itching 
his emiffaries to all" quarters, appointed a general rendezvous of the party, in 
order to feize the perfon of the King at Eltham, and put their perfecutors to the 
fword :J:. Henry, apprized of their intention, removed to Weftminfter: Cobham 1414. 
was not difcouraged by this difappointment ; but changed the place of rendez- 6th January. 

vous to the fields near St. Giles: The King, having f11ut the gates of the city, to 
prevent any conjunction from that quarter, came into the fields in the night-time, 
feized fuch of the confpirators as appeared, and afterwards laid hold of the feve-
ral parties, who were haftening to the place appointed. It appeared, that few 
were in the fecret of the confpiracy: The reft implicitely followed their Jeaders : 
But upon the trial of the prifoners, the treafonable defigns of the feet were rendered 
certain, both from evidence and from the confeffion of the criminals themfelves §. 
Some were executed; the greater number pardoned 11. Cobham himfelf, who made 
his efcape by flight, was not brought to juftice, till four years after; when he was fo~~i~~eh~~: 
hanged as a traitor; and his body was burnt on the gibbet, in execution of the fen-
tence pronounced againft him as a heretic+· This criminal defign, which was per-
haps fomewhat aggravated by the clergy, brought difcredit upon the party, and 
checked the progrefs of that feet, which had embraced the fpeculative doctrines of 
Wickliffe, and at the fame time afpired to a reformation of ecc1efiaftical abufes. 

"' Fox's A as and Monuments, p. 51 3· t Rymer, vol. 9· p. 6 I. '\Valfingham, p. 3 3· 
t Walfingham, p. 385. § Cottor., p. 5 54· Hall. fol. 35· Holingtbed, p. 544· 
il Rymer, vol. 9· p. 119, 129, 193. + Walfingharn, p. 400. Otterbournc, p. 280. 
Hollingtbed, p. 561. 
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THEsE two points were the great ohjetls of the Lol11rds; but the generality of the 
nation was not affeCted in the fame degree by both of them. Common fenfe and ob
vious reflection had difcovered to the people the advantages of a reformation in difci
pline; but the age was not yet fo far advanced as to be feized with the fpirit of 
controverfy, or to enter into thofe abfl:rufe do.:trines, which the Lollards endea
voured to propagate throughout the kingdom. The very notion of herefy alarm
ed the generality of the people : Innovation in fundamental principles was fufpi
cious : Curiofity was not, as yet, a proper counter-ballance to authority: And 
even nuny, who were the greatefr friends to the reformation of abu fes, were an xi· 
ous to exprefs their detefration of the fpeculative tenets of the vVicliffites, which, 
they fcare(l, threw difgrace on fo good a caufe. This turn of thought appears 
evidently in the proceedings of the parliament, which was fummoned immedi
ately after the detection of Cobham's confpiracy. That affembly pa!fed fevere 
laws againfl: the new heretics : They en:1B:ed, that whoever was conviCted of Lol
lardy bef>re the ·ordinary, befides fufrering capital pnni!hment according to the 
laws formerly efi:abliihed, fi1ould alfo forfeit 11is lands and goods to the King; and 
that the chancellor, treafurer, juflices of the two benches, fheriffs, juflices of 
peace, and all the chief magifl:rates in every city and borough fhould take an 
oath to, ufe their utmoft endeavours for the extirpation of herefy •. Yet this ve
ry parliament, when the King demanded fupply, renewed the offer formerly 
preffed upon his father, and entreated him to fetze all the ecclefiaftical revenues, 
and convert them to the ufe of the crown t. The clergy were alarmed: They 
could offer the King no bribe which w~s equivalent : They only agreed to con~ 
fer on him all the priories alien, which depended on capital abbies in Normandy, 
and had been bequeathed them when that pro•vince remained united to England: 
And Chicheley, now archbi!hJp of Canterbury, endeavoured to divert the blow, by 
giving occupation to the King, and by ~erfuading him to undertJ.ke a war againft 
France, in order to recover his loft rights to that kingdom t. 

IT was the dying injunCtion of the late King to his ion, not to allow the En
glifh to remain long in peace, which was apt to breed mteftine commotions; but 
to en1ploy them in foreign expeditions, by which the prince might acquire ho
nour; the nobility, in {baring his dangers, might attach themfelves to his perfon; 
and all the reftlefs fpirits find occupation for their inquietude. The natural dif
poGtion of Henry fufficiently inclined him to follow this advice, and the civil 
diforders of France, which had been lengthened out beyond thofe of England'" 
opened a full career to his ambition. 

• 2 Hen. V. chap. 7. t Hall. fol. 3 5-· :t Hall, fol. 3 ;, 36. 
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THE death of Charles V. which followed fo foon after that of Edward III. Chap. Xe{. 

and the youth of his fon, Charles VI. put the two kingdoms for fome time in as '4 1,)· tate o, fimilar fituation; and it was not to be apprehended, that either of them, during Ftaacc. 
a minority, would be able to make much advantage of the weakntfs of the ·other. 
The jealoufies alfo between Charles's three uncles, the dukes of Anjou, Ben], ard 
Burgundy, had di!l:racl:r::d the affairs of France rather more than thofe between 
the dukes of Lancafl:er, York~ and G locefl:er, P ichard's three uncles, di!ordcr-
ed thofe of England ; and bad carried off the attention of the French nation f om 
any vigorous enterprize againft foreigners. But in proportion as Charles ad
vanced in years, the faetions were compofed; his two uncles, the dukes of An-
jou and Burgundy, died; and the King himfdf, affuming the government, gave 
(ymptoms of genius and fpirit, which reviveJ the drooping ho2es of his coun-
try. This promifing ftate of aff.1irs was not of long continuance: The unha,1py 
prince fell fuddenly into a fit of frenzy, which rendered him incapable of exer
cifing his authority; and tho' he recovered from this difbrder, he w~s fo fubjet1: 
to relapfes, that his judgment was gradually, but fenGbly impaired, and no fted~1y 
plan of government could be purfued by him. The adminiftration of affairs was 
difputed between his brother, Lewis, duke of Orleans, and his coufin german, 
John duke of Burgundy : The propinquity t) the crown pleaded in favour of the 
former: The latter, who, in right of his mother, had inherited the county of Flan-
ders, which he annexed to his father's extenfive dominions, derived a lu!l:re from his 
fuperior power: The people were divided between thefe contending princes : 
.And the King, now refuming and now dropping his authe>rity, kept the victory 

'undecided, and prevented any regular fettlement of the ftate, by the final preva· 
le nee of either party. 

AT length, the dukes of Orleans and Burgundy, fe ming to be moved by the 
cries of the nation and by the interpofition of common friends, agreed to bury 
all pall: quarrels in oblivion, and to enter into ftriCl: amity togecher : They fwore 
before the altar to the finceriry of this friendfbip ; the prieft adminifiered tLe fa
crament to both of them; they gave to each other every pledge, which could be 
deemed facred among men: But all this folemn preparation was only a cover 
for the bafeft treachery, which was deli erately meditated by the duke of Bur
gundy. l-Ie m a e his rival b~ affaffinated in the ftreets of Paris : He endeavour
ed for fome time to conceal the part which he took in the crime: But being 
deteCted, he embraced a refolution ftill more criminal and more dangerous to fo
ciety, by openly avowing and JUfiifying it*. The parliament of Paris itfelf, the 
tribunal of ju!l:ice, heard the harangues of the duke's advocate in defence of af-

La Laboureur, liv. 27. chap. z~, 24. 
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oppofite party. To counterballance their power, the Armagnacs made intereft 
with the fraternity of carpenters ; the populace ranged themfelves on the oue 
flde or the other ; and the fate of the capital depended on the prevalence of either 

party. 
THE advantage, which n1ight be nude of thefe confufions, was eafily per

ceived in England ; and according to the maxim!t, which ufually prevail among 
nations, it was determined to lay hold of the favourable opportunity. The late 
King, who was courted by both the French parties, fomented the quarrel, by 
alternately fending affiftance to both ; but the prefent fovereign, impelled by tt1e 

vigor of youth and the ardor of ambition, determined to pufu his advantages to a 
greater length, and to carry a violent war into that diftraCl:ed kmgdom. But 
while he was making preparations for that purpofe, he tried to effectuate his 
purpofe by negotiation ; and he fent over ambaffadors to Paris, offering a per
petual peace and alliance ; but demanding Catharine, the French King's daughter, 
in marriage, two millions of crowns as her portion, the payment of one million 
fix hundred thoufand as the arrears of King John's ranfom, and the immediate 
poffefiion and full fovereignty of Normandy and of all the other provinces, which: 
had been ravifhed from England by the arms of Philip Auguftus ; together with 
the {uperiority of Brittany and Flanders *. Such exorbitant demands !bowed, 
that he was fenfible of the prefent miferable condition of France ; and the terms, 
offered by the French court, tho' much inferior, difcovered their confcioufnefs 
of the fame melancholy truth; They were willing to give him the princefs in 
marriage, to pay him eight hundred thoufand crowns, to refign the entire fove
reignty of Guienne, and to annex to that province the country of Perigord, 
Rovergue, Xaintonge, the Angoumois, and otHer territories t. As Henry 
was not willing to accept of thefe conditions, and fcarce expeCted that his own 
demands would be complied With, he never interrupted a moment his prepara
tions for war, and having affembled a great fleet and army at Southampton, hav
ing invited all the nobility and military men of the kingdom to attend him by 
the hopes of glory and of conqueft, he came to the fea-fide, with a purpofe of 
embarking on his expedition. 

• Rymcr, vol. 9· p. zo8. 

t Rymer, vol. 9· p. z 11. It is reported by fome hiil:orians (fee Hiil:. Croyl. Cont. p. 500) that 

the Dauphin, in derifion of Henry's claims and diffolute charaCler, fent him a box of tennis balls; in
timating that thefe implements of play were better adapted to him than the inil:ruments of war. But 

this ftory is by no means credible; the great conceffions made by the court of Rrance, !how, that they 

had already entertained a juft idea of Henry's charaB:er, as well as of their own fituation. 
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Chap. XIX. BuT while Henry was meditating conquefl:s upon his neighbours, he unex-
1415. pettedly found himfelf in danger from a confpiracy at home, which was happily 

detected in its infancy. The earl ofCambtidge, fecond fon of the late duke of 
York, having efpoufed the fifl:er of the earl of Marche, had zealoufly embraced 
the intereils of that family; and had held fome conferences with the lord Scrape 
of Ma!ham, and Sir Thomas Gray of Heton, about the means of recovering to 
that nobleman his juft right to the

1

crown of England. The confpirators, fo foon 
as they were detected, acknowledged their guilt to the King *; and Henry pro· 
ceeded without delay to their trial and condemnation. The utmoft that could 
be expeCted of the beft King in thofe ages, was, that he would fo far obferve the 
elTentials of juftice, as not to make an innocent perfon a victim to his feverity : 
But as to the formalities of law, which are often as material as the effentials them
felves, they were facrificed without fcruple to the leaft intereft or convenience. 
A jury of comn1oners was fummoned : The three confpirators was indiCted be
fore them: The conftable of Southampton caftle fwore, that they had feparately 
confeffed their guilt to him : Without other evidence, Sir Thomas Gray was con
demned and executed: But as the earl of Cambridge and lord Scrope pleaded 
the privilege of their peerage, Henry thought proper to fummon a court of 
eighteen barons, in which the duke of Clarence prefided : The evidence, given 
before the jury, was read to them : The prifoners, tho' one of them- was a prince 
of the blood, were not examined, nor produced in court, nor heard in their own 
defence; but received fentence of death upon this proof, which was every way 
irregular and illegal ; and the fentence was foon after executed. The earl of · 
Marche was accufed of having given his approbation to this confpiracy, and re· 
ceived a general pardon from the King t. He was probably either innocent of 
the crime imputed to him, or had made reparation by his early repentance and 

_ difcovery t. 

Jnvafton of 
France. 

THE fucceffes, which the arms of England have, in different ages, obtained 
over thofe of France, have been much owing to the favourable fituation of the 
former kingdom. The Englifh, happily feated in an iiland, could make ad
vantage of every misfortune which attended their neighbours, and were little ex-
pofed to the danger of retaliation. They never left their own country, but when 
condueted by a King of extraordinary genius, or found their enemy divided by 
inteftine factions, or were fupported by a powerful alliance on the continent ; and 
as all thefe circumftances concurred at prefent to favour their enterprize, they 
had reafon to expect from it a proportionable fuccefs. The duke of Burgundy, 

• Rymer, vol. 9· p. 300. T. Livii, p. 8. 
:t: St. Remi, chap. 55• Godwin, p. 65. 

t Rymer, vol. 9· p. 303. 
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expelled France by a combination of the princes, had been fecretly follicit- Chap. xix. 
ing the alliance of England * ; and Henry kne\v, that that prince, tho' he fcrup- 14·•5. 
led at firft to join the inveterate enemy of his country, would willingly, if he 
faw any probability of fuccefs, both affift him with his Flemifh fuhjects, and 
draw over to the fame caufe all his numerous partizans in France. Trufting there-
fore to this circumftance, but without eftab 1ilhmg any concert with the duke, he put 
to fea, and landed near Harfleur, at the head of an army of 6ooo men at arms, •4th AuguR:. 
and 24,000 foot, moftly archers. He immediately began the fiege of that place, 
which was valiantly defended by the lords d, Efl:outeville, de Guitri, de Gaucourt, 
and others of the French nobility: But as the garrifon was weak, and the fortifi-
cations in bad repair, they were at laft obli6ed to capitulate; and they promifed 
to furrender, if they received no fuccour before the eighteenth of September. 
The day came, and there was no appearance of a French army to relieve them : 
Yet they ftill delayed, on various pretences, to open their gates; till Henry, 
incenfed at their breach of faith, ordered a general aifault, took the town by 
ftorm, and put all the garrifon to the fword ; except fome gentlemen, whom 
the victorious army, in hopes of reaping profit by their ranfom, were induced to 
fparet. 

THE fatigues of this fiege, and the unufual heat of the feafon, had fo wafl:ed 
the Englifh army, that Henry could enter on no farther enterprize ; and \Vas 
obliged to think of returning into England. He had difmiffed his tranfports, 
which could not fafely anchor in an open road upon the en-..my's co:lft; and he 
lay under a neceffity of marching by land to Calais, before he could reach a place 
of fafety. A numerous French army of 14,ooo n1en at arms and 4o,coo foot 
was by this time aifembled in Normandy under the conftable d' Albert ; a force, 
which, if prudently conducted, was fufficient either to tram pie down the Englifh, 
in the open field, or to harafs and reduce to nothing their fmall army, before they 
could fini.lh fo long and difficult a march. Henry, therefore, very cautioufiy 
offered to facrifice his conqueft of Harfleur for a fafe paflage to Calais ; but his 
propofal being rejected by the French court, he determined to force his way by 
valor and policy thro' all the oppofition of the enemy §. That he might not 
difcourage his own army by the appearance of flight, or expofe them to thofe 
hazards which naturally attend precipitate marches, he made very flow and de .. 
liberate journies 1!, till he reached the Somme, which he propofed to pafs at the 
ford of Blanquetague, the fame place where Edward, in a like fituati2n, had 

• Rymer, ':olt 9· p . 137, q8. 

U Laboureur, Iiv. H. chap . 6. 
t Le Laboureur, liv, 3 5· chap. 4, 5· 
§ T. Livii. p. I z. 

R r 2 before 



HIS T 0 R Y or ENG-LAND. 

Chap. xrx. before efcaped from Philip de Valois. But he found the ford rendered impaffabie 

1 ~ 1 5· by the precaution of the French general, and guarded by a ll:rong body on the op

pofite bank*; and he was therefore obliged to march higher up the river, in order 

to feek for a fafe paffage. He was continually harraffed on his march by fl¥ing 

parties of the enemy ; faw bodies of troops on the other fide ready to oppofe every 

attempt ; his proviflons were cut off; his foldiers languifhed with ficknef) and fa

tigue ; and his affairs feen1ed to be reduced to a defperate fituation: When 1e 

was fo dexterous or fo fortunate as to feize by furprize a pa!fage near St. ~lin

tin, which had not been fufficiently guarded, and he fafely carried over his 

armyt. 

Battle of HENRY then bent his march northwards to Calais ; but he was frill expofed 

Azincour. to great and imminent danger from the enemy, who had alto paired the Somme, 

and threw themfelves full in his way, with a purpofe of intercepting his retreat. 

zsth oar. After he had paffed the fmall river of Ternois at Blangi, he was furprized to ob

ferve fro1n the heights the whole French army drawn up in the plains of Azin

cour, and fo pofted that it was impoffible for him to proceed on his march, with

out coming to an engagement. Nothing in appearance could be more unequal 

than the battle upon which all his fafety and his fortunes depended. The En

glilh army were little more than half the number, which had .difembarked at 

Harfieur; and laboured under every difcouragement and neceffity. The enemy 

were four times more numerous; were headed by the Dauphin and all the prin

ces of the blood ; and were plentifully fupplied with provifions of every kind. 

Henry's fituation was exactly fimilar to that of Edward at Creffy, and that of the 

black Prince at PoiCtiers ; and the memory of fhefe great events, infpiring the 

Englifu with courage, made them hope for a like deliverance from their prefent 

difficulties. The King likewife obferved the fame prudent conduCl: which had 

been followed by there great commanders. He drew up his army on a narrow 

ground between two woods, which guarded each flank ; and he patiently expetl:ed 

in that pofture the attack of the enemy t. 
HAD the French conftable been able, either to reafon juftly upon the prefent 

circumftances of the two armies) or to profit by paft experience, he had declined 

a combat, and had waited, till neceffity, obliging the Englifh to advance, had 

ma-de them relinquifh the advantages of their fituation. But the impetuous va

lour of the French nobility, and a vain confidence in fuperior numbers, brought 

on this fatal aCtion, which proved the fource of infinite calamities to their country. 

The French archers on horfebacl{ and their men at arms, crowded in their 

* St. Remi, chap. 58. t T. Livii, p. 13. 

2 

:t Sr. Remi, chap. 6z. 
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ranks., advanced upon the Englifh archers, who had fixed pallifadoes in their 

front to break the impreffion of the enemy, and who fafely plyed them, from 

behind that defence, with a !bower of arrows, which nothing could reGft *. The 

day foil, moiftened by fome rain, which had b ~ely fallen, proved another ob

ftacle to the force of the French cavalry : The wounded men and horfes difcom

pofed their ranks: The narrow compafs, in which they were pen~, hindered them 
from recovering any order: The whole army was a fcene of confufion, terror 

and difmay : And Henry, perceiving his advantage, ordered the Englifh arch

ers, who were light and unincumbered, to advance upon the enemy, and feize 
the moment of viEl:ory. They fell with their battle-axes upon the French, who, in 

their prefent pofture, were incapable either of flying or of making defeflce : They. 

hewed them in pieces without refiftance t: And being feconded by the men at 

arms, who alfo pufhed 011 againft the enemy, they covered the field with the killed, 

wounded, difmounted and overthrown. After all appearance of oppofition was 

over, the Englifh had leizure to make prifQners; and having advanced with un

interrupted fuccefs to the open plain, they there faw the remains of the French 

rear guard, which ftill maintained the appearance of a line of battle. At the 

fame time, they heard an alarm from behind: Some gentlemen of Picardy, hav

ing colleCted about 6oo peafants, had fallen upon the Englith baggage, and 

were doing lXecution on the difarmed followers of the camp, who fled before 

them. Henry, feeing the enemy on all fides of him, began to entertain appre

henfions fromhis prifoners ; and he thought it neceffary to iffue general or

ders for putting them to death :f: : But on the difcovery of the truth, he ftopped 

the flaughter, a d was frill able to fave a great number. 

No battle w' s ver more fatal to France, by the number of princes and no

bility, iLia o~ taken prifoners: Among the former were, the Conftable him

felf, the count de Nevers and the duke of Brabant, brothers to the duke of Bur

gundy, the count de Vaudemont, brother to the d e of Lorraine, the duke of 

:Alen~on, the dt 1< ~ of Barre, the count de Made. The moft em:nent prifoners 

were the dukes Orleans and Bourbon, the counts d'Eu, V endome, and Riche· 

mont, and the marefchal de Boucicaut. An archbifhop of Sens alfo periihed 
fighdng in this b:1.ttle. 1 he killed are computed on the whole to have amounted 

to ten thoufand men; and as the £laughter fell chiefly upon the cavalry, it is pre

tended, that, of thefe, eight thoufand were gentlemen §. Henry was mafter of 

• Wahingharn, p. 392. T. Livii, p. 1 9· La Laboureur, liv. 3 ~· chap. 7· Monftrelet, chap. I 47· 

t Walfinghar.' , p. 393· Ypod. Neuft. p. 5'84-. t T. I.ivii, p. zo. Le Laboureur, iiv. 35· 
chap. 7· St. Remi, chap. 6z. Monftrelet, chap. 147· Hall, fol. 50. 

§ St. Remi, chap. 64 This author fays he was prefent in the battle. l\llonftrelet, chap. I 8, 

makes the number amount to 8400. 
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14,ooo prifoners. The perfon of chief note, who fell among the Englilh, was 
the duke of York, who perifhed fighting by the King's fide, and had an end 
n1ore honourable than his life. He was fucceeded in his honours and fortune by 
his nephew, fon to the earl of Cambridge, executed in the beginning of the 
year. All the Engliih who were fiain, exceeded not forty* ; tho' fome writers 

make the numbers tnore confiderable t. 
THE three great battles of Creffy, PoiCl:iers, and Azincour bore a fin gular re

femblance to each other, in their moft confiderable circumftances. In all of 
them, there appears the fame temerity in the Englifh princes, who, without 
any object of moment, merely for the fake of plunder had ventured fo far 
into the enemies country as to leave themfelves no refource ; and unlefs faved 
by the utmoft imprudence in the French commanders, were, from their very 
fituation, expofed to inevitable deftruCl:ion. But allowance being made for this 
temerity, which, according to the irregular plans of war, followed in thofe ages, 
feems to have been, in fome meafure, unavoidable; there appears, in the day of 
action, the fame prefence of mind, dexterity, courage, firmnefs and precaution on 
the part of the Englifh : The fame precipitation, confufion, and vain confidence 
on the part of the French : And the events were fuch as might have been ex:. 
peCl:ed from fuch oppofite conduct. The immediate confequences too of thefe 
three great viCtories were fimilar: Inftead of pufbing the French with vigour, 
and taking advantage of their confternation, the Englifh princes, after their vie·· 
·tory, feem rather to have relaxed their efforts, and to have allowed the enemy 
leizure to recover from his loffes. Henry interrupted not his march a moment 
after the battle of Azincour ; he carried his prifoners to Calais, and from thence 
to England ; he even concluded a truce with the enemy ; and it was not till after 
an interval of two years that any body of Englilh troops appeared in France. 

THE poverty of all the European princes, and the fmall refources of their 
kingdoms, were the caufes of thefe continual interruptions in their hoftilities; and 
tho' the maxims of war were in general very deftruEtive, their military opera
tions were mere incurfions, which, without any fettled plan, they carried on 
againft each other. The luftre, however, attending the victory of Azincour, 
procured fome fupplies from the Englifh parliament; tho' ftill unequal to the ex
pences of a campaign. They granted Henry an entire fifteenth of moveables; 
and they conferred on him for life the duties of tonnage and poundage, and the 
fubfidies on the exportation of wool and leather. This conceffion is more conli· 
derable than that which had been granted to Richard II. by his laft parliament, 

• Walfingham. p. 393· Otterbourne, p. 277• St. Remi, chap. 64. t M onfirelet, chap. 1 4 7 ·' 

and 
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and which was afterwards, on his depofition, made fo great an article of charge Chap. XIX. 
againfthim. 1415. 

BuT during this interruption of hoftilities from England, France was expofed State of 
to all the furies of civil war; and the feveral parties became every day more en- France. 

raged againfl: each other. The duke of Burgundy, in hopes that the French 
minifters and generals were entirell difcredited, by the mis fortune at Azincour, 
advanced with a great army to Paris, and attempted to re-inftate himfelf in pof-
feffion of the government, as well as of the King~s perfon~ But his partizans in that 
city were over-awed by the court, and kept in fubje Et ion: The duke defpaired of fuc-
cefs : And he retired with his forces, which he immediately difperfed in the low 
countries *· He was next year invited to make a new attempt, by fome violent qr6 .. 
quarrels, which.broke out in the royal family. The ~een, !fabella, daughter 
of the duke of Bavaria, who had been hitherto an inveterate enemy to the Bur
gundian faction, had received a great injury from the other party, which the im-
placable fpirit of that princefs was never able to forgive. The public nece!lities 
obliged the count d' Armagnac, created confl:able of France in place of d' Albert, 
to feize the great treafures which !fabella had amaffed ; and when fhe expreifed her 
difpleafure at this injury, he infpired into the weak mind of the King fome jea-
1oufies againft her conduct, and pufhed him to feize and put to the torture, and 
afterwards throw into the Seine, Bois bourdon, her favourite, whom he accufed 
of a commerce of gallantry with that princefs. The OEeen herfe!f was fent to 
Tours, and confined under a guard t ; and after thefe multiplied infults, f11e no 
longer fcrupled to enter into a correfpondence -with the duke of Burgundy. As 
her fon, the Dauphin Charles, a youth of fixteen, was entirely governed by the 
faction of Armagnac, Jhe extended her animofity to him, and fought his defl:ruc-
tion with the moft unrelenting hatred. She had foon an opportunity of rendering 
her unnatural purpofe effetl:ual. The duke of Burgundy, in concert with her, 
entered France at the head of a great army : He made himfelf maft:r of Amiens, 
Abbeville, Dourlens, Montrei.ii], and other towns in Picardy ; Senlis, Rheims, 
Chalons, Troye, and Auxerre, declared themfelves for his party :f:. He got pof-
feffion of Beaumont, Pontoife, Vernon, Meulant, Montlheri, towns in the neigh-
bourhood of Paris ; and carrying farther his progrefs towards the weft, he feized 
Etampes, Chartres, and other fortreffes ; and was at laft able to deliver the ~1een, 
who fled to Troye, and declared openly .againft thofe minifters, who, ihe faid, 
detained her hufband in captivity §. 

* Le Laboureur, liv. 35· chap. 10. t St. Remi, chap. 74· Monfirelet, chap. 167. :f: St. 
Remi, chap. 79· § St. Remi, chap. 8 I. Monftrelet, chap. I 78, J 79· 
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MEAN-WHILE, the partizans of Burgundy raifed a commotion in Paris, whicla 
always inclined to that faction. Lile-Adam, one of the duke's captains, was re
ceive into the city in the night time, and headed the infurre:tion of the people, 
whiCh in a moment became fo impetuous, that nothing could oppofe it. The 
perfon of the King was feized : The Dauphin made his efcape ~ith difficulty: 
Great numbers of the faction of Armagnac were immediately butchered: 
The count himfelf, and many others of note, were thrown into prifon: Mur
ders were daily committed from private animofity, under pretence of faction: 
And the populace, not fatiated wilh their fury, and deeming the courfe of pub· 
lie juftice too dilatory, broke open the prifons, and put to death the count d' Ar· 

magnae, and all the other nobility who were there confined*. 

WHILE France •as in fuch furious combuftion, and was fo ill prepared to reflil 

1417· New invafion a foreign enemy, Henry, having collected fame treafures, and lev.kd an army, 
of France. landed in Normandy at the head of 2 5,ooo men ; and met with no confiderable 

Ill Auguft. oppofition from any quarter. He made himfelf mafter of Falaife and Cherbourg; 
' 4 ' 8' Evreux and Caen fubmitted to him; Pant de 1' Arche opened its gates; and 

Henry, having fubdued all the lower Normandy, and received a reinforcement of 
15coo men from England t, formed the liege of Roiien, which was defended 
by a garrifon of 4ooo men, feconded by the inhabitants, to the number of 
1 5,ooo :j:. The cardinal des U rfins here attempted to incline him towards peace, 
and to moderate his pretenfions : But the King replied to him in fuch terms as 
1hewed that he was fully fenfible of all his prefent advantages: " Do you not 
" fee," faid he, " that God has led me hither as by the hand ? France has no 
" fovereign: 1 hav·e juft pretenfions on that kingdom: Every thing is here in 
'' the utmoft confufion : No one thinks of refifring me. Can I have a more 
" fenfible proof, that that Being, who difpofes of empires, has determined to 

'' put the crown of France upon my head ?'' § 
BuT tho' Henry had opened his mind to this fcheme of ambition, he frill con· 

tinued to negotiate with his enemies, and endeavoured to obtain more fecure, tho' 
.Jefs confiderable advantages, He made, at the fa me time, offers of peace to both 

parties; to the Qpeen and duke of Burgundy on the one hand, who having pof· 
feffion of the King's perfon, carried the appearance of legal authority 11 ; and to 
the Dauphin oo the other, who being the undo•Jbted heir of the monarchy, was 
adhered to by every one that had a regard to the true interefts of their country +. 
Thefe two parties alfo carried on a continual negotiation with each other. The 

t St. Re~ 
+ Rymer, "" St. Remi, chap. 85, 86. Monftrelet, chap. I t8. 1 Walfing. p. 400. 

mi, chap. 9 I. § J uvena1 des Urfins. n Rymer, vol. 9· P· ... ·'l J 7' 7 +9· 
vol. 9· p. 6z6, &c. . 
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terms propofed on all fides were perpetually varying: 1"'he events of the war, and Chap. XL . 
the intrigues of the cabinet, intermingled with each other: And the fate of France 
remained long in this uncertainty. After many neg tiations, Henry offered 

- the Qgeen and the duke of Burgundy to make peace with them, to efpoufe 
the princefs Catharine, to accept of all the provinces ceded to Edward IlL by the 
treaty of Bretigni, with the addition of Nor m and y, which he was to receive· in full 
and entire fovereignty *. Thefe terms were accepted of: There remained only Ifi:~· 
fome circumftances to adjuft, in order to the full completion of the treaty : But 
in this interval the duke of Burgundy fecretly finifhed his treaty with the Dau-
phin ; an.d thefe two princes agreed to £hare the royal authodty during ring 
Charles's life, and to unite their arms in expelling foreign enemies t. 

THis alliance, which feemed to cut off from Henry a:! hopt>s of farther fuc
cefs, proved in the Hfue the moft favourab!e even_t which could have happened 
for his pretenfions. Whether the Dauphin and duke of Burgundy were ever fin
cere in their mutual engagements is unce1 tain ; but very fatal effects refulted from 
their momentary and feeming union. The two princ s agreed to an interview, in 
order to concert the means of rend et i ng etrect:u· 1 their common attack of the 
Englifh ; but how both or either of them could with faftty venture upon this 
conference, it feemed fomewhat difficult to contrive. ·rhe affaffination perpe .. 
trated by the duke of Burgundy, and fiill more, his open avowal of the de~d, 
and defence of the doCtrine, tended to diffolve all the bands of civil fociety , 
and even men of honour, who deteftcd the example, might deem it jufr, on a 
favourable opportunity, to retaliate upon the author. The duke, therefore, who 
neither dared to give, nor could pretend to require any truft, agreed to all the 
contrivances for mutual fecurity, which were propofed by the minifters of the 
Dauphin. The two princes came to Montereau : The duke lodged in the cafile; 
the Dauphin in the town, which was divided from the caftle by the river Yonne : 
The bridge betwe:n them was chofen for the place of interview : Two high rails 
:were qrawn acrofs the bridge: The gates on each fide wctre guarded, the one by 
the officers of t~e Dauphin, the other by thofe of the duke : The princes were 
to enter into the intermediate fpace by the oppofite gates, accompanied 
each . by ten perfons; and with all thefe marks of diffidence, to conciliate their 
n1utual friendlhip. But it appeared, that no precautions are fufficient, where laws 
have no plac~, and where all principles of honour are utterly abandoned. Tan
negui de Chatel, and others of the Dauphin's retainers, were zealous partiz-ans Gf 
the houfe of Orleans, a~d they determined to feize the opportunity of revenging A~affination 
on tl)e alfaffin tlie ·murder of that . nrince : They no fooner entered the rails, thanB of the dduke of 

urgun y. 

• Rymer, vol. 9• p. 1 62. 
VoL. Il. 

t Rymer, vol. 9· p. 776. St. Remi, chap. 95· 
s f. they 
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C1 1 a~. XIX. they ,d rew their fwords and attacked the duke of Burgundy: His friends were 
- 14-19. aftonifhcd, and thought not of making any defence ; and all of them either 

fb ared his fate, or were taken prifoners by the retinue of the Dauphin *. 
THE extreme youth of this prince, n1ade it doubtful whether he was admitted 

into the fecret of the confpiracy: But as the deed was committed under his eye, 
· by his moft intimate friends, who ftill retained their connexions with him, the 

blame of the action, which was certainly more imprudent than criminal, fell en
tirely upon him. The whole ftate of affairs was every where changed by that 
unexpecred incident. The city of Paris, which was paffionately devoted to the fa· 
mily of Burgundy, broke out into the higheft fury againft the Dauphin. The court 
of King Charles entered from intereft into the fame views ; and as all the minifters 
about that n1onarch had owed their preferment to the late duke, and forefaw their 
downfall if the Dauphin recovered poffeffion of his father's perfon, they were 
concerned to prevent by any means, the fuccefs of his enterprize. The ~1een, 
perfevering in her unnatural animofity againft her fon, encreafed the general flame, 
and infpired into the King, as far as he was fufceptible of any fentiment, the 
fame prejudices by which fhe herfelf had long been actuated. But above all, Phi
lip count de Charolois, now duke of Burgundy, thought himfelf bound by every 
tye of honour and of duty, to revenge the murder of his father, and to profecute 

~-- the alfaffin to the utmofl: extremity. And in this general tranfport of rage, 
every confideration of national and family intereft was buried in oblivion by all 
parties: The fubjection to a foreign enemy, the expulfion of the lawful heir, 
the flavery of the kingdom, appeared but fmall evils, if they led to the grati
fication of the prefent paffion. 

THE King of England had, before the death of the duke of Burgundy, pro· 
fited extremely by the diftraB:ions of France, and was daily n1aking a confider· 
able progrefs in Normandy. He had taken Rouen after an obftinate fiege t: 
l-Ie had made hiinfelf m after of Pontoife and Gifors: He even threatened Paris, 
and by the terror of his power, had obliged the court to remove to Troye : And 
in the midft of his fucceffes, he was agreeably furprized, to find his enemies, in
ftead of combining againft him for their mutual defence, difpofed to rulh into his 
arms, and to make him the inftrument of their vengeance upon each other. A 
league was immediately concluded at Arras between him and the duke of Bur• 
gundy. That prince, without ftipulating any thing for himfelf, except the pro· 
fecution of his father's murder, and the marriage of the duke of Bedford with 
his fifter, was willing to facrifice the kingdom to Henry's ambition, and he 
agreed to every demand, which was made by that monarch. In order to finifh 

• St. Remi, chap. 97. Monftrelet, chap. z 1 1. 

! 
t T. Livu, p. 69. Monftrelet, chap. zor~ 
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that aftonilhing treaty, which was to transfer the crown of France to a £hanger, Chap. XIX. 
Henry went to Troye, accompanied by his brother, the dukes of Clarence and 14zo. 

Glocefter; and was there met by the duke of Burgundy. The itnbecility, into 
which King Charles had fallen, made him incapable of feeing any thing but 
thro' the eyes of thofe who attended him; as they, on their part, faw every thing 
thro' the medium of their paffions. The treaty, being already concerted among 
the parties, was immediately drawn and figned and ratified : Henry's will feemed 
to be a law throughout this whole negotiation: Nothing was attended to but his 
advantages. 

THE principal articles of the treaty were, that Henry fhould efpoufe the prin- Treaty of 
cefs Catharine: That King Charles, during his life time, lhould enjoy the title Troye. 
and dignity of King of France : That Henry fhould be declared and acknow-
ledged heir of the monarchy, and be entrufted with the prefent adminifiration of 
the government : That that kingdom fhould pafs to his heirs whatfoever : That 
France and England fhould for ever be united under one king ; but !hould ftiH 
retain their feveral ufages, cufroms, and privileges : That all the princes, peers. 
vaffals, and communities of France, fl1ould fwear, both that they would adhere 
to the future fucceffion of Henry, and pay him prefent obedience as regent: That 
that prince fhould unite his arms to thofe of King Charles and the duke of Bur-
gundy, in order to fubdue the adherents of Charles, the pretended Dauphin: 
And that thefe three princes fhould make no peace nor truce with him but by com
mon confent and agreement *. 

SucH was the tenor of this famous treaty; a treaty, which as nothing but the 
mo11: violent animofity could dictatt", fo nothing but the power of the fword could 
carry 1t mto execution. It is hard to fay, whether its confequences, had it taken 
place, would have proved more pernicious to England or to France. It muft 
have reduced the former kingdom to the rank of a province : It would have en
tirely disjointed the fucceffion of the latter monarchy, and have brought on the 
deftruction of every defcendant of the royal family: As the houfes of Orleans, 
Anjou, Alencon, Brittany, Bourbon, and of Burgundy itfelf, whofe titles were 
preferable to that of the Englith princes, would on that account have been ex- . 
pofed to perpetual jealoufy and perfecution from the fovereign. There was even 
a palpable deficiency in Henry's claim, which no art could pa11iate. For befiqes 
the infuperable objections, to which Edward Hid's pretenfions were expofed, he 
was not heir to that monarch : If female fucceffion was admitted, the right had 
'devolved to the houfe of Mortimer : Allowing, that Richard II. \Vas a tyrant, 
and that Henry IVth's merits, in depofing him, were fo great towards the Englifb, 

• Rymer, vol. 9· p. 8?5• St. Remi, chap. 101. l\1onHre1et, chap. 223. 
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. ap . XIX. as to j uftify that nation for pl acing him on the throne ; R eh rd had nowire 
Lpo. offended France, and his rival had merire nothi11g of Lhat kingdom : It could 

not poffibly be pretended, that the crown of France was become an a1 pcndage 
to that. of England ; and that a prince, who, by any means, got poifeffion of 
the latter, was, without farther queftion, entitled to tlie former. So that on the 
whole, it mufr be allowed, that I-Ienry's claim to France was, if poffible, frill 
more unin telligible, than the title, by which his father had mounted the throne 

of England. 
BuT tho' all thefe confiderations were overlooked, amidft the hurry of paffions, 

by which the courts ~f France and Burgundy were actuated, they would nece[~ 
fari!y revive during times of more leizure and tranquillity ; and it behoved Hen
ry to puih his prefent advantages, and allow men no leizure or reafon or reflec-

M arr!age of tion. In a few days after, he efpoufed the princefs, Catherine: He carried his fa
the King. ther in law to Paris, and put himfelf in poffeffion of that capital: He obtained 

from the parliament and the three eftates a ratification of the treaty of Troye: 

I{21 . 

He fupported the d_uke of Burgundy in procuring a fentence againft the murder
ers of his father: And he immediately turned his arms .with fuccefs againft the 
adherents of the Dauphin, who, fo foon as he heard of the treaty of Troye, 
took on ·him the ftyle and authority of regent, and appealed to God and his fword 
for the maintenance· of his title. 

THE firft place which Henry fubdued, was Sens, which opened its gates after 
a flight refiftance. \Vith the fame facility, he made himfelf mafter of Monte
reau. The defence of Melun was more obftinate; Barbafa~, the governor, held 
out for the fpace of four months againft the befiegers ; and it was famine 
alone which obliged him to capitulate. Henry promifed to fpare the lives of all 
the garrifon, ex_cept fuch as were accomplices in the murder of the duke of Bur
gundy ; and as Barbafan himfelf was fufpeCted to be of the number, his punifh
ment was demanded by Philip : But the King had the generofity to intercede for 
him, and to prevent his execution*. 

THE neceffity of providing fupplies both of men and money obliged Henry 
to go over to England ; and he left the duke of Exeter, his uncle, governor of Pa

ris during his ablence. T he authority, which naturally attends fuccefs, procured 
him from the Engli!h parliament a fubfidy of a fifteenth; but if we may judge 
by the fmallnefs of this fupply, the nation was no wife fanguine on their King's victo
ries; and in proportion as the profpect of their union with France c,1me nearer, 
they began to open their eyes, and to fee the dangerous confequences with which it 

• Holingfhcd, p. 577· 
muft 
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uft neceffadly be attended. It was fortunate for Henry, that he had other refources, 
bdficles pecuniary fu 'plies from his native fubjects. The provinces, which he had 
already conquer~d, maintained his troops; and the hopes of farrhpr advantages al
lured to his fiandard all men of ambitious fpirits in England, w11o ddir d to fig
nalize themfelves by arms. He affembled a new army of twenty four thoufand 
archers, and four thoufand horfemen *, and marched them to Dover, the place 
.of embarkation. Every thing had remained in tranquillity at Paris under the 
duke of Exeter; bur there had happened in another quarter of the kingdon1 a 
mi .fortune, which hail:ened his departure. 

THE detention of the King of Scots in England had hitherto proved very ad
vantageous to Henry; and by keeping the regent in awe, had preferved, duri.ng 
the whole courfe of the French war, the northern frontier in tranquillity. But 
when intelligence arrived in Scotland, of the progrefs made by Henry, and 
the near profpeB: of his fucceffion to the crown of France, the nation was 
alarmed, and forefaw their own inevitable ruin, if the fubjeCtion of their ally left 
them to combat alone an enemy, who was al~eady fo much fuperior to then1 in 
P<?Wer and riches. The regent entered into the fame vie ws; and tho' he declined 
an open war with England, he permitted a body of feven thoufand Scots, under 
the command of the earl of .duchan, his fecond fon, to be tranfported into France 
for the fer vice of the Dauphin. To render this aid indfeCtual, Henry had carri
ed over the young King of Scots, w hon1 he obliged to fend orders to his coun
trymen to 1eave the French fervice ; but the Scots general repliec~, that he would 
obey no commands which came from a King in captivity, and that a prince~ 
while in the h nds of his enemy, was no wife entitled to authority. The le troops 
therefore, continued ftill to act u;~der the earl of Buchan ; and were employed by 
the Dauphin to oppofe the progrefs of the duke of Clarence in Anjou. The 
two armies encountered at Bauge : Tl ... Englifh were defeated : The duke him
felf was fiain by Sir Allan winton, a cots knight, who commanded a compa
ny of men at rt 1"' : And d·e earls of So 1erfet t, Dorfet, and Huntingdon were 
taken prifoners :f:. This was the firft action, which turned the tide of fuccefs 
ag-ainft the Englilh; and the D.wphin, that he might both attach the Scots to his 
fervice, and reward the valour and conCluB: of the earl of Buchan, honoured that 
nobleman with the office of confta .le. 

BuT tl arrival of the King of Engllnd, with fo confiderable an army, was more 
than fullicient to repair this lofs. Henry was received at Paris with great expref-

• Monfirelet, chap. 2.p. t His name was John, and he was afterwards created duke ofSomer. 
fet. He was gr.mdfon of John of Gaunt duke ofLancafter. The earl of Dorfet was brother to Somerfet, 
and fucceeded l1im in that tide. + St. Remi, chap. uo. Monftrelet, chap. 239• Hall, fol. 76 . 
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fions of joy; fo obftinate were the prejudices of the people : And he immediately 
conduCled his army to Chartres, which had long been befieged by the Dauphin. 
That prince decamped on the approach of the Englifh; and being refolved 
to decline a battle, he retired with his -" army *. Henry made himfelf maf· 
ter of Dreux without a blow :· He laid fiege to Meaux at the follicitation 
of the Parifians, who were much incommoded by the. garrifon of that place. 
This enterprize employed the Engliili arms during the fpace of eight months: 
The baftard of Vaurus, the governor of Meaux, diftinguifhed himfelf by an ob
fiinate defence ; but was at laft obliged to furrender at difcretion. The cruelty 
uf this officer was equal to his bravery: He was accuftomed to hang without 
diftinetion all the Engliili and Burgundians who fell into his hands: And Henry, 
in revenge of his barbarity, ordered hitn immediately to be hanged on the fame 
tree, which he had made the inftrument of his inhuman executions t. 

1'Hrs fuccefs was followed by the furrender of many other places in the neigh· 
bourhood of Paris, which held for the Dauphin: That prince was chaced beyond 
the Loire, and almoft totally abandoned all the northern provinces : He was 
even purfued into the fouth by the united arms of the Englith and Burgundians, 
and threatened with total ddl:ruction : Notwithftanding the bravery and fidelity of 
his captains, he faw himfelf unequal to his enemies in the open field ; and found 
it neceffary to temporize, and to avoid all hazardous aB:ions with a rival, ·who had 
gained fo much the afcendant over him. And to crown all the other profperities 
of Henry, his queen was delivered of a fon, who was called by his father's name 
and whofe birth was celebrated by rejoicings no lers pompous and no lefs fincere 
at Paris than at London. The infant prince feemed to be lmiverfally regarded as 

the future heir of both monarchies. 

BuT the glory of Henry, when it had nearly reached the fummit, was ftop· 
ped fhort by the hand of nature ; and all his mighty projeB:s vanifhed into fmoke. 
He was feized with a fiftula, which the furgeons at that time had not ikill enough 
to cure ; and he was at laft fenfible, that his diftemper was mortal, and that his 
end was approaching. He fent for his brother the duke of Bedford, the earl of 
Warwic, and a few more noblemen, whom he had honoured with his confidence; 
and he delivered to them, in great tranquillity, his laft will with regard to the 
government of his kingdom and family. He entreated them to continue, to·_ 
wards his infant fon, the fame fidelity and attachment, which they had always 
profeffed to him during his life-~ime, and which ha? been cem·ented by fo many 

• St. Remi, chap. 3· t Rymer, vol. Io. p. 212. T. Livii, p. gz, 93· St. Remi, chap. 

1 16. Monftrelet, chap. z6o. . 
mutual 
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n1utual good offices. He expreffed his indifference on the approach of death; and Chap. XIX. 
tho' he regreted, that he muft leave unfinifbed a work fo happily begun, he dec1ared 1422' 

himfelf confident, that the final acquilition of France would be the effect of their 
prudence and valour. He left the regency of that kingdom to his eldeft brother, the 
duke of Bedford ; that of England to his younger, the duke of Glocefter; and the 
care of his fan's perfon to the earl of Warwic. He recommended to all of them 
an anxious care to maintain the friendfhip of the duke of Burgundy; and advif-
ed them never to give liberty to the French princes taken at Azincour, till his 
fon was of age, and could himfelf hold the reins of government. And he con-
jured tliem, if the fuccefs of their arms, fhould not enable them to place young 
Henry on the throne of France, never at leaft to make peace with that king-
dom, unlefs the enemy, by the ceffion of Normandy and its annexation to the 
crown of England, made compenfation for all the hazards and expence of his en-
terprize *. 

HE next applied himfelf to his devotions, and ordered his chaplain to read the 
feven penitential pfalms. When he came to that paffage of the fifty firft pfalm ; 
Build thou the walls of Jerufale11z ; he interrupted him, and profeffed his ferious 
intention, after he fhould have fully fubdued France, to have made a croifade againft 
the Infidels, and recover polfe.ffion of the Holy Land t. So ingenious are 
men in deceiving themfe1ves, that Henry forgot in thofe moments, all the blood 
fpilt by his ambition ; and received comfort from this late and feeble refolve, 
which, as the mode of thefe enterprizes was now paft, he certainly would never 
have carried into execution. He expired in the thirty fourth year of his age and ft A tl. 

· 31 uguu. the tenth of his retgn. 

THIS prince poffeffed many eminent virtues; and if we give indulgence to d 
1 . . . . . . an c taracter ambttiOn m a monarch, or rank H, as the vulgar are mdmed to do, among his of the Kjng. 

virtues, they were unftained by any confiderabJe blemilh. His abilities appeared 
equally in th~ cabinet and 1n the field ; the boldnefs of his enterprizes was no lefs 
remarkable than his perfonal valour in conducting them. He had the talent of 
attaching his friends by affability, and of gaining his enemies by addrefs and 
clemency. The Engfifh, dazzled by the luftre of his character, ftilJ more than 
by that of his victories, were reconciled to the defects of his title: The French 
aim oft forgot that he was an enemy: And his care of maintaining juftice in his 
civil adminiftration, and preferving difcipline in his armies, made fome amends to 
both nations for the calamities infeparable from thofe wars, in which his lhort reign 
wasalmoft entirely occupied. That he could forgive the earl ofMarche, who had a 

~ Monftrelet, chap. z65. Hall, fol. So. t St. Remi, chap. 118. Monfirelet, chap. 265. 
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better right to the throne than himfelf, is a fure proof of his magnanimity; and 
that the earl relied fo entirely on his frieRdfhip is no lefs a proof of his efi:ablifued 
charaCter for candor and fincerity. There remain· in hiftory few infi:ances of 
fuch mutual truft; and frill fewer where nei"ther party found reafon to repent it. 

THE exterior figure of this great prince, as well as his deportment, was en-

g
ao-incr. His fiature was fomewhat above the middle fize ; his countenance 

b b . 
beautiful; his limbs genteel and ilender, but full of vigour; and he excel· 
led in all warlike and n1anly exercifes *. He left by his queen, Catherine of 
France, only one fon, not full nifle months old; whofe misfortunes in the courfe 

of his life, furpaffed all the glori~s and fucceffes of his father. 
IN lefs than two months after Henry's death, Charles VI. of ~ranee, his fa

ther in law, terminated his unhappy life. He had, for feveral years, poffeffed 
only the appearance of royal authority: Yet was this circumftance of confider
able moment to the EngiHh; and divided the duty and affeB:ions of the French 
between them and the Dauphin. This prince was -proclaimed and crowned King 
of France at Poitliers, under the name of Charles VII. Rheims, the place where 
that ceremony was ufually performed, was at that time in the hands of his ene-

mies. 
CATHERINE of France, Henry's Widow, married foon after his death, a 

Welch gentleman, Sir Owen Tudor, faid to be defcended from the antient prin
ces of that country : She bore him two. fons, Edmund and J afper, of whom, the 
eldeft was created earl of Richmond; the fecond earl of Pembroke. The family: 
of T'udor, firft raifed to aiftinetion by this alliance, mounted afterwards the 

throne of England. 
Mifce11aneous THE long fchifm, which had divided the Latin church for near forty years, 
tranfaflions. .was finally terminated in this reign by the council of Conftance ; which 

depofed the Pope, John XXIII. for his crimes, and eleCted Martin V. in his 
place, wlio w:1s acknowleaged by a1moft all the kingdoms of Europe. This 
great and unufual _aC\. of authority in the council gave the Roman Pontiffs ever 
after a mortal antipathy to lhefe affemblies. The fame jealoufy, which had long 
prev~iled in moft European countries, between the civil ariftocr'lCY and monar
chy, pow alfo took place between thefe powers in the ecclefiaftical body. But 
the great feparation of the biiliops in the feveral ftates, and the difficulty of affemb· 
ling them, gave the Pope a mighty advantage, and made it more eafy for him 
to colleCt all the power of the Hierarchy in his own perfon. The cruelty and 
treachery which attended the punHhments of John 1-Iufs and Jerome of Prague, 
the unhappy difciples of Wickliffe, who were. burned alive for their errors. by 

* T. Livii, p. 4· this 2 
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this council, prove this melancholy truth, that toleration is none of the virtues of Chap. XIX. 

priefts in any form of ecclefiaftical government. But as the Englifh l,rince had 1422
• 

little or no concern in thefe great tranfactions, we are here the more concift> in 
relating them. 

THE firft commiffion of array, which I we meet with, was iffued in this 
reign *. The military part of th~ feudal fyftem, which was the m oft eilcntial 
~ircumftance of it, was entirely diffolved ; and could no longer ferve for the de
fence of the kingdom. Henry, therefore, when he w~nt to France in_ 1415, 
empowered certain commiffioners to take a review of all the freemen in each 
county able to bear arms, to divide them into companies, and to keep them in 
readinefs ·for refiiling the enemy. This was the ~ra, when the feudal militia 
gave place to one which was perhaps fiilllefs orderly and regular. 

WE have an authentic and exaCt account of the ordinary revenues of the crown 
during this reign; and they amount only to 55,714 pounds 10 fhillings and 10 pence 
a-year t. This is nearly the fame with the revenues of Henry Ill. and the Kings 
of England had neither become much richer nor poorer in the courfe of fo many 
years. The ordinary expences of the government amo~nted to 52, 507" pounds 
16 fhillings and 10 pence : So that the King had of furphs only 3·2 o6 pounds 
I+ fhillings for the fu pport of his houfehold ; for his wardrobe ; for the ex pence 
of embaffies ; and other articles. This fum was nowife fufficient ; he was · 
therefore obliged to have frequent recourfe to parlianientary fupplies, and was 
thus, even in time of peace, not altogether independant of his people. But wars 
were a monftrous expence, which neither the prince's ordinary revenue, nor the 
extraordinary fupplies, were able to · bear; and he was always reduced to many 
miferable fhifts, in order to make any tolerable figure in them. He commonly 
borrowed money from all quarters ; he pawned his jewels, and fometimes the 
crown itfelf t ; he ran in arrears to his army ; and he was often obliged, not
withftanding all thefe expedients, to ftop in the midft of his career ot victory, 
and to grant truces to the enemy. The high pay which was given to foll:i~rs 
agreed very ill with this low revenue. All the extraordinary fupplies granted bY, 
parliament to Henry during the courfe of his reign were only feven tenths and 
fifteenths, about 203,000 pounds 11· It is eafy to compute how foon this money 
muft be exhaufi:ed by armies of 24,000 archers, and 6ooo horfe ; when each 
archer had a fixpence a-day §, and each horfeman two !billings. The mofl: 

* Rymer, vol. 9· p. 2H, 2)5· t Rymer, vol. 10. p. 1 !3· t Rymer, vol. 10. 

p. 190. 11 P:uliamcntary HiHory, vol. 2. p. 168. 
§It appears from many pafiagcs of Rymer, particularly vol. 9· p. 258, that the King paid zo marks 

a-year for an archer, which is :1 good deal above fixpence a-day. The pric~ had rifcn, as is natural, 
by railing tne denomination of money. 

VoL. n. ~r t fplcndid 
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fplendid fucceffes. proved commonly very fruitlefs when fupported by fo poor a re
venue; and the debts and difficulties, which he thereby incurred, made the King 
pay dear for his victories. The civil adminiftration, l1kewife even i.n time of 
peace, could never be very regular, where the government was fo 11l enabled 
to fupport itfelf. Henry a year before his death owed debts, which had bee11 
contracted when he was prince of Wales *. It was in vain that the parliament 
pretended to reftrain him from arbitrary practices, when he was r~duced to fuch 
neceffities. Tho' the right of levying purveyance, for inftance, had been exprefsly 
guarded againft by the great ch:uter itfelf, and was frequently complained of by 
the commons, it was found abfolutely impracticable to abolifh it; and the par
liament at length, fubmitting to it as a legal prerogative, contented themfelves 
with enacting laws to limit and confine it. The duke of Glocefter, in the reign 
ef Richard II. poifeifed a revenue of 6o,ooo crowns, (about 3o,ooo pounds a
year of our prefent money) as we learn from Froiffart t, and was confequently 
richer than the King himfelf, if all circumftances be duely confidered. 

IT is remarkable, that the c· ty of Calais alone was an annual expence on the 
crown of 19,1 19 pounds :t; that is, above a third of the common charge of 
the government in time of peace. This fortrefs was of no ufe to the defence 
of England, and only gave that kingdom an inlet to annoy France. Ireland coft. 
two thoufand pounds a-year, over and above its own revenue; which was cer
tainly very low. Every thing contributes to give us a very mean idea of the. 
frate of Europe in thofe ages. 

FRoM the moO: early times, till the reign of Edward liT. the denomination· 
of_ money had never been altered : A pound fterling was frill a pound troy; that 
is, about three pounds of our prefent money. That conqueror was fir!t obliged 
to innovate in this important article. In the twentieth year of his reign, he coined 
twenty-two ihillings out of a pound troy ; in his twenty-feventh year he coined 
twenty· five fhillings. But Henry V. who was alfo a conqueror, raifed frill farther 
the denomination, and coined thirty fhillings from a pound troy 11; Hts revenue 
therefore would be about 1 1 o,ooo pounds of our prefent money ; and by the· 
cheapnefs of provifions0 would be equivalent to above 33o,ooo pounds: 

NONE of the princes of the houfe of Lancafter ventured to impofe taxes 
without confent of parliament ~ Their doubtful or bad title became fo far of ad
vantage to rlie conftitution. The rule was then fixed, and could not fafely be 
broke afterwards even by more abfolute princes. 

• Rymer, v~I. 10. P·. H4. t Liv. 4• chap,: 86. 
H, Fleet wood s Chromcon Preciofu.m, p. 5 z~ . 

f Rymer, t·oL 10. p. 113~ 
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C H A P XX. 

H E N R y VI. 
Government during the tninority-State of France-Milita1y ope

rations--Battle of Verneuil-Siege of Orleans-The maid of 
Orleans-'The jiege of Orleans raifed-'l'he King of France crowned 
at Rheims-Prudence of the duke of BedfirtJ--Execution if the 
maid of Orleans-Difeelion if the duke cf Burgundy--Death of 
the duke of Bedjord-Decline of the Englijh in France--'Truce 
with Prance--Marriage if the King with Margaret of Anjou
Murder if the duke of Glocfjler-State of Prance-Renewal if the war with France-Cf'he Englijh expelled France. 

DURING the reigns of the Lancaftrian princes, the authority of parliament Chap. xx. feems to have been more confirmed, and the privileges of the people more 1 4-22• regarded, than during any former period ; and the two preceding Kings, tho' Go~ernment men of great fpirit and abilities, abfiained from fuch exertions of prerogative, as :i~~~t~e even weak princes, whofe title was undifputed, were tempted to think that they might venture upon with impunity. The long minor-ity, of which there WAS now the profpect, encouraged ftill fa-rther the lords and commons to extend their authority ; and without paring much regard to the verbal defiination of l-Ienry V. they aifumed the power of giving a new arrangement to the whole adminifhation. They dec.lined .altogether the name of Rege;zt with regard to England: They appointed the duke of Bedford to be proteflor or guardian of that ,kingdom, a title which they fuppofed to imply Iefs authority : They invefted the duke of Gloceil:er with .the fame dignity during the abfence of his elder brother *.; and in order to limit the power of both thefe princes, they named a council, without whofe advice and approbation no meafure of importance could , 
b~ determined -f. The perfon and education of·the infant prince was committed to Henry Beaufort, bilhop of \Vinchdl:er, his great uncle, and the legitimated fon of John of Gaunt, duke of Lancafl:er; who, as his family could never have 

.. .Rpncr, vol. IC. P· 261. Cotton, p. s6.f.. t Cotton, P· )6f. 
T t 2 any 
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any pretenfions to the crown, might fafel y, they thought~ J:>e intrufted with that 

important charge*. The two princes, th( dukes of Bedford and Glocefter, who 

mio-ht deem them(elves injured by this pbn of government, yet, being perfons 

of ~reat integrity and honour, acquiefced willingly in any appointment, which 

feemed to give fecucity to the public ; ar.d as the wars in France appeared to be 

the object of greateft rnoment, they avoided every difpute, which might throw 

an obftacle in the way of thefe conquefts. 

WHEN the ftate of affairs between the Englifh and French Kings was con

fidered with a fuperfici al eye, every advantage feemed to be on the fide of the 

former; and the total expulGon of C?arle; appeared to be an event, which might 

naturally be expeCted from the fuperior power of his rival. Tho' Henry was yet 

in his infancy, the adminiftration was devolved on the duke of Bedford, the 

moft accompli!hed prince of his age; ~hofe experience, prudence, valor, and 

generoGty perfectly qualified him for this high office, and enabled him both to 

maintain union among his friends, and to gain the confidence of his enemies. 

':fhe whole power of England was at his command : He w'as at the head of 

arn1ies enured to victory: He was feconced by the moft renowned generals of 

the ~ge, the earls of Somerfet, Warwic, Salifbury, Suffolk, and ArundeJ, Sir 

J ohQ. Tal bot and Sir John Faftolfe: A ne befides Guienne, the antient inheritance 

of England, he was m after of the capital, and of all the northern provinces, which 

were ' beft enabled to furniih him with fupplies both of men and tnoney, and to 

affifr and fupport his Englifh forces. 

BuT Charles, notwithftanding the prefent inferiority of his power, poffeffed 

fame adv.antages, derived partly from his fituation, partly from his perfonal 

charaCter, which promifed him fuccefs, and ferved, firfi: to controul, then to 

overballance, the fuperior force and opulence of his enen1ies. He was the true 

and undoubttd heir of the monarchy : Erery F renchn1an, who knew the interefts 

or defired the independance of his cotutry, turned his eyes towards him as its 

foie refuge : The exclufion given him, by the imbecillity of his father, and the 

forced or pred ;tate confent of the ftates, had plainly no validity : That fpirit 

of faction, whict had blinded the people, could not long hold them in fo grofs 

a delufion : Their nationa~ and inveterate hatred againft the Englilh, the authors 

of all their mifedes, m uit foon revive, ~nd give them an indignation at bending 

their necks under the yoke of that hoftile people : Great nobles and princes, ac

cuftomed to maintain an independance lO'ainft their native fovereio-ns would ne-
o b ' 

·er endure a fubjetl:ion to flrangers : And tho' moft of the princes of the blood 

• Hall, fol. 83. Mon11relet, vol. z. p. 27. 

were. 
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were, fince the fatal battle of Azincour, detained prifoners in England, the in- Chap. XX:. 

habitants of their demefnes, 6eir friends, their vaffals, all declared a zealous at- 14ze. 

tachment to the King, and e}Crted themfelves in refifting the violence of foreign 

invaders. 
CHARLES himfelf, tho' onl; in his twentieth year, was of a character we11 cal

culated to become the objeCt of thefe benevolent fentiments ; and perhaps from 
the favour, which naturally atends youth, was the more lil{ely, on account of 
his tender age, to acquire the ~ood-will of his native fubjeets. He was a prince 
of the moft friendly and benig.1 difpofition, of eafy and familiar manners, and of 

. a juh: and found, tho' not a H~ry vigorous, underftanding. Sincere, generous, 
affable, he engaged from· a&!B:ion the fervices of his followers, even while his 
low fortu!les might make it :heir intereft to defert him ; and the lenity of his 
temper could pardon in them thofe fallies of difcontent, to which princes in his 
fituation are fo frequently exp~fed. The love of pleafure often feduced him into 
indolence ; but amidft all his irregularities the goodnefs of his heart ftill fhone 
forth ; and by exerting at inrervals his couragfl and activity, he provec , that 
his general remiifnefs proceed(d not from the want, e·ther of a juft fpirit of urn .. 
bit ion, or of perfonal valor. 

~Ho' the virtues of this aniable prince lay fame time in obfcurity, the duk:.~ 
of Bedford knew, that his ti:le alone made him formidable, and that every fo .. 
reign affiftance would be reqtdfite, ere a regent of England could hope to com
plete the conqueft of France; an enterprize, which, however it might fiem to be 
much adyanced, was _frill e~ofed to many and great difficulties. · The chief 
circ~mftance, which had pro:ured to the Englifh all their prefent advantages, 
was the refentment of the duke of Burgundy againft Charles ; and as that prince 
feemed intent rather on gratif)ing his paffion than coufulting his interefis, it was 
the more eafy for the regen~ by demonftrations of refpect and confidence, to 
retain him in the alliance of England. He bent therefore all his endeavours to 
that purpofe: He gave the juke every proof of friend!hip and regard : I-Ie 
even proffered him the regency of France, which Philip declined : And that he 
tnight corroborate national cmnexions by private ties, he concluded his own 
-marriage with the princefs of Burgundy, whic? had been ftipulated by the treaty 
of Ar~as. .. 

BEING fenfible, that next 10 the alliance of Burgundy, the friendl11ip of the 
duke of Brittany was of the geateft importance towards forwarding the Englifh 

conquefts ; and that, as the provinces of France, already fubdued, Jay between 
1he dominions of thefe two pra1ees, he could never hope for any fecurity without 

preferving 
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Chap. XX. preferving his connexions with them; he was verj intent on ftrengt\ening him.: 

142 3· felf alfo from that quarter. The duke of Britt~ny~ having receivd many juft 
reafons of difpleafure from the minifters of Charles, had already ac<eded to the 
treaty of Troye, and had, with other vaffals of the crown, done homage to Henry V. 
in quality of heir to the kingdom : But as the regent knew, that the duke was 
much governed by his brother, the count de Richemont, he endeavoured to fix 
his friendihip, by paying his eourt and doing fervices, to this haug1ty and am-

bitious p~ince. 
ARTHUR, count de Richemont, had been taken prifoner at the battle of Azin_. 

cour, had been treated with great indulgence by the late King, and had even 
been permitted on his parole to tr.ke a journey into Brittany, wher~ the ftate of 
affairs required his prefence. The death of that victorious monarch lappened be
fore Richemont's return ; and this prince pretended, that, as his wo1d was given 

! 7th April. perfonally to Henry V. he was not bound to fulfil it towards his fon and fucceffor: 
A chicane, which the regent, as he could not force him to compliance, deemed 
it prudent to overlook. An interview was fettled at Amiens between the dukes 
of Bedford, Burgundy, and Brittany, at which the count de Richen,ont was alfo 
prefent t : The alliance was renewed between thefe princes : And the regent 
perfuaded Philip to give in marriage to Richemont his eldeft fifter, vidow of the 

.deceafed Dauphin, Lewis, the elder brother of Charles. Thus Arthur was 
conneeted both with the regent and the duke of Burgundy, and feened engaoed 

. 0 

by intereft to profecute the fame object, in forwarding the progrefs of the 
Englifh arms. 

WHILE the vigilance of the duke of Bedford was employed in gaining or con
.firming thele allies, whofe neighbourhood rendered them fo impo1tant, he did 
.not overlook the ftate of more remote countries. The duke of Al~any, regent 
of Scotland, had died ; and his power had devolved to Murdac, his ron, a prince 
. of a weak underftanding and of indolent difpofitions; who, far fr~n1 poffeffing 
the talents requifite for the government of that fierce people, was rot even able 
to maintain authority in his own family, or reftrain the petulance and infolence of 
.his fons. The ardor of the Scots to ferve in France, where Charles ~reated them 
.with great honour and difti.nClion, and where the regent's brother enjoyed the 
dignity of conflabie, broke out a· frefh under this feeble adminiil:iation: New 
fuccours daily came o_y_er, and filled the armies of the French King: The earl of 
Douglas conducted a reinforcement of 5000 men to his affiftance. And it was 
juftly to be dreaded, that ;the Scots~ by commencing open hoflilities in the no.rtb, 

t Hall, fol. ~+- Monfl:r.elet, vol. 1. p. 4· .Stowe, p. 364-. 
would 
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would occafion a diverfion frill n1ore confiderable of the Englifh power, and Chap. XX. 
would eafe Charle~, in part, of that load, by which he was at prefent fo griev.. 1 4z3. 

oufiy oppre.lfed. The duke of Bedford, therefore, perfuaded the Englilh coun,-
cil to form an alliance with James their prifoner; to free that prince · from his 
long captivity; and to connect him with England, by ri1arrying him to a daughter 
of the earl of Somerfet and coufin of the young King*. As the Scots regent, tired 
of his prefent dignity, which he was not able to fupport, was now become en-
tirely fin cere in his applications for J ames's liberty, the treaty was foon con-
cluded ; forty thoufand pounds of ran fom were ftipulated t; and the King of 
Scots was reftored to the throne of his anceftors, and proved, in his ihort reign, 
one of the moft illuftrious princes, who had ever governed that kingdom. He was 
murdered in 14-37 by his traiterous kinfman the earl of Athole. His affections 
incJined him to the party of France; but the Englilh had never reafon, during. 
l1is life-time, to complain of any breach of the neutrality by Scotland. 

BuT the regent was not fo employed in thefe political negotiations as to miJtary Mi!itary ope.;, 
operations neglect the operations of war, from which alone he could hope to fucceed ratt?ns. 

in expe11ing the French monarch. Tho' the chief feat of Charles~s power lay in the-
fouthern provinces, on the other fide of the Loire; his partizans were polfeifed· 
of fame fortreffes in the northern, and even in the neighbourhood of Paris ; and 
it behoved the duke of Bedford firft to clear thefe countries of the enemy, before 
he could think of attempting more diftant conquefts. The caftle of Dorfoy was 
taken after a fiege of fix weeks: That of Noyelle and the town of Rue in Pic-
cardy underwent the fame fate: Pont fur Seine, Vertus, Montaigu were fubjet1ed 
By the Englifh arms : And a more confiderable advantage was foon after gained 
by the united forces of England and Burgundy. John Stuart, conftable of Scot-
land, and the lord d'Eftiffac had formed the fiege of Crevant in Burgundy: The 
earls of Salifbury and Suffolk, with the count de Toulongeon, were fent to its 
relief: A fierce and well difputed action enfued : The Scots and French were 
<lefeated : The conftable of Scotland and the count de V entadour were taken : 
prifoners: And above a thoufand men, among whom was Sir William Hamilton, . 
were left on the field of battle :j:. The taking of Gaillon upon the Seine, and of 
la Charite upon the Loire was the fruit of this victory: And as this latter place 
opened an entrance into the fouthern provinces, the acquiGtion of it appeared on 
that account of the greater importance to the dt1ke of Bedford, and feemed .. o ' 
promife a fuccefsful iffile to the war. 

• Hall, fol. 86. Stowe, p. 364. Grafwn, p. soL. 
t Rymer, vol. 10. p. 299, Joo, 326. 
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THE more King Charles was threatened with an invafion in thofe province! 
which adhered to him, the more neceffary it became, that he fhould retain pof
fefiion of every fortrefs, which he frill held within the quarters of the enemy. 
The duke of Bedford had befieged in perfon, during the fpace of three months, 
the town of Yvri in Normandy ; and the brave governor, unable to make any 
longer defence, was obliged to capitulate; and he agreed to furrender the town, 

it: before a certain term, no relief arrived to him. Charles, informed of thefe 

conditions, determined to make an attempt for faving the place. He colleCted, 
with fame difficulty, an army of 14-,oco men, of whom the half were Scots; 
and he fent them thither under the corhmand of the earl of Buchan, the con· 
ftable; who ·as attended by the earl of Douglas, his countryman, the duke of 

Alen~on, the marefchal de la Fayette, the count d' Aumale, and the vifcount de 
'a rbottne. When the c on ftable arrived with in a few leagues of Yvri, he found 

that he was come too late, and that the place was already furrendered. F):e im
mediately turned to the left, and fat down before Verneuil, which the inhabi

tants, in fpite of the garrifon, delivered up to him*. Buchan might now have 
returned in fafety, and with the glory of making an acquifition no lefs important 
tlun the place, which he was fent to relieve: But hearing of Bedford's approach, 
he called a council of war; and afked their opinions with regard to the conduCt 
which he fhould follow in this emergence. The wifer part of the council de

dared for a rerre.1t ; and reprefented, that all the pall: misfortunes of tloe French 

had proceeded from their rafhnefs in giving battle, when no necefiity obliged 
them to rifque a decif1ve aCtion; that 'this army was the !aft refource of the King, 
and the only defence of the few provinces which remained to him ; and that every 
reafon invited him to embrace cautious councils, which left time for his fubjeCl:s 

to feturn to their fenfe of duty, and gave Jeifure for difcord to arife among his 
enemies, who, being united by no common band of intere!l: or motive of alliance, 

could not long perfevere in their animofity againft him. All thefe prudential 
con!iderations were overborne by a vain point of honour, not to turn their backs 
to the enemy ; and they refolved to await the arrival of the duke of Bedford. 

h fA THE numbers were nearly equal in this rencounter; and as the long continu· 

~~~tl~ of~~;- ance of the war had introduced difcipline, which, however imperfeCt, fufficed to 
neuii. maintain fome appearance of order in fuch fmall armies, the battle was fierce, 

and well difputcd, and attended with bloodfhed on both fides. The cor.ftable 
drew up his forces under the walls of Verneuil, and refulved to abide the attack 

.of the enemy: But the impatience of the vifcount of Narbonne, who broke his 
ranks, and obliged the whole line to follow him in fome hurry and confufton, 

* Monftrelet, vol. z. p. 14-. Grafton) p. 504. was 
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7as the cat re of the misfortune, which enfued. The Engli!h archers, fixing their 
pal fadoes before them, according to their ufual cuftom, fent a volley of arrows 
into the thickeft of the French army ; and tho' beat from their ground, and 
obliged to take lhelter among the baggage, they foon ·rallied, and continued to 
commit great na\.1ghtcr upon the enemy. The duke of Bedford, mean-whi!e, at 
the head of the men at arms, made impreffion on the French, broke their ranks, 
eh ced them off the .field, and rendered the victory entirely compleat and deci
five *. The confiable himfelf perii11ed in battle, the earl of Douglas and his 
fon, the counts of Aumale, Tonnerre and Ventadour, with many other confider
able nobility. The duke of Alen~on, the marefclul de la Fayette, the lord:i of 
Gaucour an 1 Mortemar were tak n pr'1foners. There [ill about four thoufand of 
the French; and fixteen hundred <Jf the Englilli ; a lofs then efi:eemed fo unufual on 
the fide of the victors, that the duke of Bedford prohibited all rejoicings for hi 
fuccefs. V ern uil was lurrenderrd next day upon capitulation t. 

THE condition 'of the King of France appea"cd now very terrible, and almo 
defi)erate. He had l ft the flower of his army and the bravefl: of his nobles in 
this fatal action: He had no' refources for rccrui ing or fu Gfting his troops : f-Ie 
wanted money even for his perfonal fubfifl:ance ; and tho' all parade of a court 
was banifhed, it was with difficulty he could l·eep a table, fupplied with the 
plaineft nece.ffiuies, for himte.f and his few followers: Every day brought him 
intelligence of fome 1ofs or misfortune: Towns, which were bravely defLI ded, 
were obliged , t lafr to furrender for \Vant of relief or fupply: I-Ie faw his parti
zans ent' rely rhaced from all the provinces which 1 y north of the Loire : And he 
expeCted foon to lofe, by the united efForts of his enemi s, all the territories, of 
which he had hitherto continued matter; when an accident happened, \vhich 
faved him on the brink of ruin, and loft the Englifh fuch an opportunity for con1-
pleating their conquefrs, as they never aft,_rwards were able to recall. 

]'AQyELINE, countefs of f-Iainault and Holland, and heir of thefe provinces, 
had efpoufed John duke of Brabant, couun germ an to the duke of Burgundy ; 
but h·wing unhappily made this choice, rom the ufual motives of princes, fhe 
foon found reafon to repent her of the unequal alliance. She was a p incefs of a maf
culine fpirit and uncommon underfl:anl"ling; the duke of Br· b~r t was of a fickly con1 j 

p exion and we k mind : She was in the vigour of her age; he h d only reacl <: 

his fifteenth year : Th fe callfes had infpir d her with fuch contempt of her huf
band, which foon procee ed to antipathy, that fl1e determined to b··eal· a mar
riage, where, it is probab e, nothing but t 1e cer mony had ~s yet i1 te1 v ·n L 

* Hall, fol. 88 , 89, 90· Monfi~elctJ vol. 2. P· I 5· Stowe1 P· 36). Holingfhed, r· s88. 
t :r..lonfrrclet, v I. z. p. 15. 
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The court of Rome was commonly very open to applications of this nature, when 
feconded by power and money ; but as the princefs forefaw great oppofition from 
her hufband' s relations, and was impatient to effect her purpofe, fhe made her 
efcape into England, and threw herfelf under the proteftion of the duke of Glo
cefter. That prince, with many noble qualities, had the defect of being govern· 
ed by an impetuous temper and vehement paffions ; and he was rafhly induced, 
as weB by the charms of the countefs herfelf, as by the profpect of poifeffing her 
rich inheritance, to offer himfelf to her as a hufband. Without waiting for a 
papal difpenfation; without endeavouring to reconcile the duke of Burgundy to 
this meafure; he entered into a contract of marriage with J ague line, and imme
diately att~mpted to put himfelf in poffeffion of her dominions. Philip was dif
gufted with fo precipitant a conduct: He refented the injury done to the duke of 
Brabant his near relation: He dreaded to have the Engli!h eftablifhed on all fides 
of him : And he forefaw the confequences, which muft attend the extenfive and 
uncontrouled dominion of that nation, if, before the full fettlement of their power, 
they infulred and injured an ally, to whom they had already been fo much in
debted, and who was fo neceifary for fupporting them in their farther progrefs. 
He encouraged, therefore, the duke of Brabant to make refiftance: He engaged 
many of Jaqueline's fubjeB:s to adhere to that prince : He himfelf marched troops 
to his fupport: And as the duke of Glocefter frill perfevered in his purpofe, a 
fharp war was fuddenly kindled in the Low,Countries. The quarrel foon be
came perfonal as well as political. The Englifh prince wrote to the duke of 
Burgundy, complaining of the oppofition made to his pretenfions; and tho' in 
the rr1ain, he employed amicable terms in his letter, he took notice of fome falfe
hoods, into which Philip had been betrayed during the courfe of thefe tranfac
tions. This unguarded expreffion was highly refented: The duke of Burgundy 
inflfied, that he !hould retraB: it : And mutual challenges and defiances pafTed 
between them on this occafion •. 

THE duke of Bedford could eafily forfee the bad effects of fo ill-timed and im
prudent a quarrel. All the fuccours, which he expected from England, and 
which were fo necdfary in this critical emergence, were intercepted by his bro
ther, and employed in I-Iolland and Hainault: The forces of the duke of Bur
gundy, which he alfo depended on, were diverted by the fame wars: And belides 
this d_ouble lo(c:;, he was in imminent danger of alienating for ever that c'onfede .. 
rate, whofe friendlhip was of the utmoft importance to his interefts, and whom 
the lat~ King had injoined him, with his dying breath, to gratify by every mark of 
r~gard and attachment. He inforced all thefe topics to the duke ofGlocefter: He en~ 

• Monfirelet1 vol. 2 •. p. 19, zo, 21 .. 

~eavour~ 
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deavoured to mitigate the refentment of the duke of Burgundy: I-Ie interpofed Ch.: ), .. ~Y. 
with his good offices between thefe princes : But he was not fuccen,ful in any of J.tz t-
his endeavours ; and he found, that the impetuofity of his brother's temper was 
ftill the chief obftac:e to all accommodation*. For this reafo: , inftead of puil1-
ing the victory gained at Vernei.iil, he found himfelf obliged to take a jou ney 
into England, and to try, by his councils and authority, to moderate the mea-
fures of the duke of Glocefl:er. 

THERE had likewife broke out fome differences among the Engli!h miniftry, 
which had proceeded to great extremities, and which required the regent's prefenc 
to compofe them t. The bilhop of Winchefter, to whom the care of the King~s· 
perfon and education had been entrufted, was a prelate of great capacity and ex
perience, but of an intriguing and dangerous character; and as he afpired to the 
government of affairs, he had continual difputes with his nephew the protector, 
and he gained frequent advantages over the vehement and impolitic temper of 
that prince. The duke of Bedford employed the authority of parliament to re- 14·2 )• 

conci 1e them; and thefe rivals were obliged to promife before that aifembly, that 
they would bury all quarrels in oblivion t· Time alfo feemed to open expedi-
ents for compofing the difference with the duke of Burgundy. The credit of 
that prince had procured a bull from the Pope; by which not only Jaqueline's 
contract with the duke of Glocefter was annulled ; but it was alfo declared, that 
even in cafe of the duke of Brabant's death, it fhould never be lawful for her to 
efpoufe the Englifh prince. Humphrey, defpairing of fuccefs, n1arried another 
lady of inferior rank, who had lived fome time with him, as his miftrefs §. The 
duke of Brabant died; and his widow, before fhe could recover poifeffion of her 
dominions, was obliged to declare the duke of Burgundy her heir, in cafe fhe 
died without children, and to promife never to marry any perfon without his 
confent. But tho' the affair was thus terminated to the advantage of Philip, it 
left a difagreeable impreffion on his mind : It excited an extreme jealoufy of the En-
glilh, and opened his eyes to his true interefts : And as nothing but his animofi-
ty againfl: Charles had engaged him in alliance with them, it counterba11anced 
that paffion by another of the fame kind, which in the end became prevalent, 
and brought him back, by degrees, to his natural connexions with his family and 
his native country. 

ABOUT the fame time, the duke of Brittany began to withdraw himfelf from 
the Englilh alliance. His brother, the count de Richemont, tho' connected by 

• Mon.flrelet, p. 18. t Stowe, p. 368. Holingfl1ed, p. 590. t Hall, fol. 98, 
99· Holingfhed, p. 593, 594· Polydore Virgil, p. 466. Grafton, p. 512, "l9· 

S Stowe, p. 367. 
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marriage with the dukes of Burgundy and Bedford, was extremely attached by 
inclination to the French intereft:; and he willingly hearkened to aB the advances 
which Charles made him for obtaining his friend !hip. The high office of con. 
fiable, vacant by the earl of Buchan's death, was offered him; and as his mar

tial and ambitious temper afpired to the command of armies, which he had in 
vain attempted to obtain from the dul'e of Bedford, he not only accepted that 
truft:, but brought over his brother to an alliance with the French monarch. Th 
new conftable, having n1ade this one change in his meafures, firmly adhered cvci 
after to his engagements with France. Tho' his pride and violence, which would 
ad m it of no rival in his tnlfter's confidence, and even prompted him to affaffinate 
the other favourites, had C) much difgull:ed Charles, that he once banifhed him the 
court, and refufed to admit him to his prefence, he ftill aCted with vigour for 
the fervice of that monarch, and obtain~d at !aft, by his perfeverance, the pardon 

of all his pafl: offences. 

IN this Gtuation, the duke of Bedford, on his return, found .the affairs of France, 
after pafiing eight months in England. The duke of Burgundy was much dit:
gull:ed. The duke of Brittany had entered into engagements with Charles, and 
had done homage to that prince for his dutchy. The French had been allowed 
to recover from the aftoni!hment, into which their frequent dif&fters had thrown 
them. An incident even happened, which ferved extremely to raife their cou
rage. The earl of Vv anric had befieged Montargis wjth a fmall army of 3000 

men ; and the place was reduced to extremity, when the baU:ard of Orleans un
dertook to throw reEef into it. This general, who was natural fon to the prince 
affaffinated by the duk~ of Burgundy, and who was afterwards created count de 
Dunois, conduCted a body of 1 6oo men to Montargis ; and made an attack on 
the enemy's trend es with fo much valour, prudence, and good fortune, that he 
not only penetrated into the ace, but gave a fevere blo rv to the Engl'ili, and 
obliged Warwic to raife the fiet;e * .- Tl is was the firft fignal aCtion, w hi eh ra· fed 
the fame of Dunois, and opened Lim the road to all thofe great honours, which 
he afterwards attained. · 

BuT the regent, foon after. his arrival, revived the credit of the Enalifh arms, 
by an · important enterprize, which he happily atchievecL He fecrecly brought 
together, in feparate detac 1ment:-, a confiderable army to the frontiers of Br!trany; 
and .fell fo unexpectedly upon th ... t pro' ince, that the duke, unable to make re
fi!lance, yielded to all the terms re uired of him : I-Ie renounced the French al· 

liance ; he engaged to maintain th~ tre<lty of 1'roye; he ac.know1eged the duke 

* 11onfirelct, vol. 2. p. 32, 33· Holingfhed, p. 597· 
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of Bedford for regent of France; and promifed to do homage for his dutchy to 
Kin I-Ienry *. And the Englifh pnnce, having thus freed himfelf from a dan
~erous enemy who lay behind hm1, refolved on an undertaking. which, if fuc
cefsfu], would, he hoped, caft the balance between the two nations, and prepare 
the way for the final conquefi: of France. 

Chao. XX. 
l.p6.. . 

THE city of Orleans was fo fituated between the provinces commanded by 
1428

. 

I-Ienry, and thofe poffeffed by Charles, that it opened an eafy entrance o ei ther; iege of Or~ 
and as the duke of Bedford intended to make a great effort to penetrate into the leans •• 

fouth of France, it behoved him to begin with this place, which, in the prefent 
circumftances, was become the !J10ft important in the kingdom. He committed 
the conduCt of the enterprize to the earl of Saliibury, ·who had newly brought 
l1im over a re-inforcement of 6ooo men from England, and who had much di .. 
fiinguifhed himfelf, by his abilities, during the courfe of the prefent wars. Sa-
Jifbury, paffing the Loire, made himfelf mafter of feveral fmall places, which 
il1rrounded Orleans on that fide t; and as his intentions were thereby known, 
the French King ufed every expedien .. to fupply the city with a garrifon and pro-

. vifions~ and enable it to maintain a long and obftinate fiege. The lord of Gaucour, 
. a brave and experienced captain, was appointed governor: Many officers of diftinction . 
threw themfel ves into the place: The troops, which they conducted, were enured 
to war, and were determined t > make the moft obftinate refiftance : And even 
the inhabitants, difciplined by the long continuance of h flilitit>s, were well qua
l' fied, in their own defence, to fecond the efiorts of the m oft veteran forces. 
The eyes of all Europe were turned towards this 1cene; where, it was rcafonably 
fuppofed, the French were to make their I aft fiand for main~.ainino the in le pen
dance cf their monarchy, and the rights of their fovereign. 

rrHE e.ul of Salifbury at laH approached the place with an army~ which confilled 
only of I o,ooo men; and noc being able, with fo fmatl a force, to inveft fo great 
a city, that commanded a br' dg, over the Loir,.,: I flatio d h' mfe f on the fouth
ern fide towctrd Sologne, leavmg the other, re -ar is the Bpa fle, frill open to tl e 
enemy. He there attacked the fortifications, which g ar' ed the entry to the 
bridge; and after an obflinate refiH.-ance, ht carried feveral of t1 m: But was 
himfelf k lled by a cannon b.tll as he was takiog vie of the enemy j:. The earl 
of uffi 1 k ~ cceeded ro the command; and bei g re-in arced wi h re t numbers 
of Engli!h and Burgtndi.ms he palfed the rive!· with the .m in b Jy of hi ar
n1y, and inve ted Orleans Jll chc other fide. As it was now tl e d.: nh of winter, 

* :Monfire~c, vol. 2. p. 35, 6. 
:t Hall) fol. Ic·~. 1\Ionilrclct, vol. 2. p. 39· 

i· tv1onllre 1 ~1, vol. :. p. ~8, 39· I oly. Virg. p. 4fi .... 
StO\VC1 p. 369. Ioling, e i, p. 599· Grafton, P· 5 31. 
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enap. XX. Suffolk, who found it difficult, in that feafon, to throw up intrenchments all around, 

Lf2 8• contented himfclf, for the prefent, with erecting redoubts at different difl:ances, 

:where his men were lodged in fafety, and were ready to intercept the fupplies, 

which the enetny might attempt to throw into the place. Tho' he had feveral 

pieces of artillery in his camp, (and this is the firft fiege in Europe, where cannon 

were found to be of importance) the art of engineering was hitherto fo imperfeCt, 

that- Suffolk trufted more to famine than force for fubduing the city ; and he 

propofed in the fpring to render the circumvallation more comp1eat, by drawing 

intrenchments from one redoubt to another. N umberlefs feats of valour were 

performed both by the befiegers and befieged during this winter: Bold fallies 

were madc:-, and repulfed with equal boldnefs: Convoys were fometimes introduced 

and often intercepted : The fupplies were frill unequal to the confumption of the 

place: And the Englifh feemecl daily, tho' llowly, to be advancing towards the 

completion of their enterprizc. 

I-f-29. BuT while they lay in this fituation, the French parties ravaged all the country 

around; and the befiegers, who were obliged to draw their provifions from a dif

tance, were themfelves expofed to the danger of want and famine. Sir John 

Faftolffe was bringing up a large convoy, of every kind of fiores, which he ef~ 

carted with a detachment of 2,500 men; when he was attacked by a body of 4000 

French, under the command of the counts of Clermont and Dunois. Faftolffe 

drew up behind his waggons ; but the French generals, cautious of attacking 

him in that pofl:ure, planted a battery of cannon againft him, which threw every 

thing into confufion, and would have enfured them the viC1:ory ; had not the im

patience of fome Scots troops, who broke the line of battle, brought on an en

gagement, in which Faftolffe was viCtorious. The count de Dunois was wounded; 

and above 500 French were left on the field of battle. This aCl:ion, which was 

of great importance in the prefent conjunCture, was commonly called the battle 

of Herri11gs ; becaufe the convoy brought a great quantity of that kind of pro· 

vifions, for the ufe of the Engli!h army during the Lent feafon *. 
CHARLES feemed now to have but one expedient for faving this city, which had 

been fo long invefted. The duke of Orleans, who was ftill prifoner in Eng

land, prevailed on the proteCtor al\d the council to confent, that all his de

mefnes ihould be allowed to preferve a neutrality during the war, and fhould be 

fequeftered, for greater__fecurity, into the hands of the duke of Burgundy. This 

• Hall. fol. xo6. Monfirelet, vol. z. p .• p, 42. Stowe, p. 369. Holing!hed, p. 6oo. Polyd. Virg. 

p. 469. Graiton, p. 532· 
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prince, who was n1uch lefs cordial in the Engliih intereils than formerly, went to Chap. XX. 
Paris, and made the propofal to the duke of Bedford; but the regent replied 1..pg. 
very coldly, that he was not of a humour to be.lt the bullies, while others ran 
away with the game: An anfwer, which fo much difgufted the duke, that he re-
called all the troops of Burgundy, that acted in the liege *. The place, how-
ever, was every day more and more clofely invefted by the Englifh : Great fear-
city began a1ready to be felt by the garrifon and inhabitants : Charles, in defpair 
of collecting an army, which fhould dare to approach the enemy's entrenchments, 
not only gave the city for loft, but began to entertain a very difmal profpect with 
regard to the general ftate of his affairs. He faw that the country, in which he 
had hitherto, with great difficulty, fubfifi:ed, would be laid entirely open to the 
invafion of a powerful and victorious enemy; and he talked already of retiring 
with the remains of his forces into Languedoc and Dauphiny, and of dtfending 
l1imfelf as long as poffible in that diftant quarter. But it was fortunate for this 
good prince, that he lay under the dominion of women; and that the women, · 
whom he confulted, had the fpirit to fupport his linking refolutions in this def-
perate extremity. Mary of Anjou, his ~1een, a princefs of great merit and 
prudence, vehemently oppofed this meafure, which, fhe forefaw, would dif-
courage all his partizans, and ferve as a general fignal for deferting a prince, who 
feemed himfeif to defpair of fuccefs. His miftrefs too, the fair Agnes Sore , 
who lived in entire amity with the ~een, feconded all her remonftrances, and 
threatened, that, if he thus pufillanimouDy threw away the fcepter of France, 
fhe would feek in the court of England a fortune more c~rrefpondent to her wifhes. 
Love was able to rouze in the breafi: of Charles that countge, which ambition 
had failed to excite : He refolved to difpute every inch of ground with an impe-
rious enemy ; and rather to peri!h with honour in the midft of his friends than 
yield inglorioufly to his bad fortune : When relief was unexpectedly brought 
him by another female of a very different character, who gave rife to one of the 
moft fingular revolutions, that is to be met with in hifi:ory. 

IN the village of Dornreml near Vaucouleurs, on the borders of Lorraine, The maid 
0 

there lived a country girl of twenty- feven years of age, called J oan d' Arc, who Orleans. 

was fervant in a fmall inn, and who in that ftation had been accufi:omed to tend 
the horfes of the guefi:s, to ride them without a faddle to the watering-place, 
and to perform other offices, which, in well-frequented inns, commonly fall to 
to the lhare of the men fervants t. This girl was of an irreproachable life, and 

• Hal1, fol. 106. Monftrelet, vol. 2. p. 42. Stowe, p. 369. Grafton, p. 533· 
t Hall, fol. 107. Monftrelet, vol. 2, p. 42. Grafton, p. 53 4• 
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Cl XX 
had not h.itherto been remarked for any fingularity ; whether that fhe had met 

up. ~· 
q.zg. with no occafion to excite her genius, or that the unfkilful eyes of thofe, who 

converfed with her, had not been able to difcern her uncommon merit. It is 
eafy to imagine, that the prefent fituation of France was an interefting objeCt 
even to perfons of the loweft rank, and would become the frequent fubjett of their 

converfation: A young prince, expelled his native throne, by the fedition of 
fuhjects and by the arms of £hangers, could not fail to move the compaffion of 
all his pe9ple, whofe hearts were uncorrupted ·by fatl:ion ; and the peculiar cha
raCter of c'harles, fo firongly inclined to friendlhip and the tender paffions, na
turally rendered him the hero of that fex, whofe generous minds know no bounds 
in their affeCtions. 1'he fiege of Orleans, the progrefs of the Engliih .before that 
place, the great difrrefs of the garrifon . and inhabitants, ~he importance of faving 
the city and its brave defenders, ha turned thither the eyes of all the world ; 
and Joan, inflamed by the general fentiment, was feized with a 'Wild defire of 
bringing relief to her fovereign in his prefent diftrcifes. Her unexperienced 
n1ind, working day and night on this fJvourite objtfr, mifrook the impulfes cf · 
her paffion for heavenly infpirations ; and fhe fancied, that £he faw vifions and 
heard voices, exhorting her to re-eftablifh the throne of France, and to expel the 
foreign invaders'. An uncommqn intrepidity of temper made her overlook a:l 
the dangers, which might attend her in fuch a path ; and thinking herfelf def· 
tined by heaven to this office, fhe threw afide that bafhfulnefs and timidity, which 
\Vould naturally adhere to her fex, her years, and her low ftation. She went to 

Baudricourt, governor of Vaucouleurs ; procured admlffion to him; informed 
him of her infpirations and int-.ntions ; and conjured him not to neglect the 
voice of God, who fpoke thro' her, but to fecond thofe heavenly revelations, 
which impelled her to this glorious enterprize. Baudricourt treated her at firft with 
fome neglect ; but on l1er frequent returns to him, and importunate follicitations, 
he began to remark fomething extraordinary in the maid, and \Vas inclined, at 
all hazards, to make fo eafy an experiment. It is uncertain, \Vhether this gentle
tnan had difcernmo.nt enough to p~..rceive, that great ufe might be· m?.de \.,·ith 
the vulgar of fo uncommon an engine ; or, what is mo1 e Jilu'l y in that credulous 
age, w:1s l imfelf a conv rt to this vifionary: Bet he adopted at la!l the fcheme 
of Joan ; and he gave her fome attendants, who conducted her to the French 

· court, which at that tine refided at Chinon. 

IT is the bufinefs of hi ftory to diitinguif11 between the miracttlous and the 
marveltou ; to rejeCt the firfr in all narrations mer ·ly profane and human; to 
fcruple the· fecond; :1nd when obligtd by undoubted tdl:imony, as in the prder t 
c.!ft, to admit of fomething txtr:1ordin3ry, to receiye as littl~ of it as is con-

3 fifient 
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fiil:ent with the known faCts and circumftances. It is pretended, that Joan, im
mediately on her admiffion, knew the King, tho, fhe had never feen his face be
fore, and tho' he purpofely kept himfelf in the crowd of courtiers, and had 
laid afide every thing in his drefs and apparel, which might diftinguiih him : 
That fhe offered him, in the name of the fupreme Creator, to raife the fiege of 
Orleans, and conduct him to Rheims to be there crowned and anointed; and on 
his expreffing fome _doubts of her miffion, revealed to him, before fome fworn 
con.fidents, a fecret, which was unknown to all the world but himfelf, and 
which nothing but a heavenly infpiration could difcover to her: And that lhe 
demanded, as the inftrument of her future victories, a particular fword, which 
was kept in the church of St. Catharine de Fierbois, and which, tho' f11e had 
never feen it, fhe defcribed by all its marks, and by the place in which it had 
long been laid and neglected ~. This is certain, that all thefe miraculous ftor ies 
·w~re fpread abroad, in order to catch the vulgar. The n1ore the King and his 
rninifters were determined to give into the illufion, the more fcru pies they pre
tended. An aifembly of grave doctors and theologians · cautiouily examined 
] oan's million, and pronounced it undoubted and fupernatural. She was fent to 
the parliament, then refiding at Poictiers ; and was interrogated before that af
fembly: The prelidents, the counfellors, who came perfuaded of her impofture, 
went a way convinced of her infpiration. A ray of hope began to break thro' that 
defpair, in which the minds of all men were before enve.loped. Heaven had now 
declared itfelf in favour of France, and had laid bare its out-ftretched arm to 
take vengeance on her invaders. Few could diftinguifh between the impulfe of 
inclination and the force of conviction; and none would fubmit to the trouble of 
fo difagreeable a fcrutiny. 

AFTER thefe artificial precautions and preparations had been for fome time 
employed, Joan's requefts were at laft complied with : She was armed cap-apee, 
mounted on horfeback, and ihown in that martial habiliment before the whole 
people. Her dexterity in n1anaging her ftced, tho' acquired in her former occu
pation, was regarded as a new proof of her miffion ; and !he was received with 
the 1oudeft acclamations by the fpectators. Her former occupation was even 
denied : She was no longer the fervant of an inn : She was converted into a 
fhepherdefs, an employment much tnore agreeable to the imagin"tion. To ren
der her ftill more intereftin'g, near ten years were fubfrracted from her age ; and 
all the fentiments of love and of chivalry, were thus united to thofe of en
thufiafm, in order to inflame the fond fancy of the people with prepoffeffion"S 
in her favour. 

* Hall, fol. 107. Holingfitcd, p. Goc. 
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\VHEN the engine was thus dreffeJ up in fu1l fpl er.dor, it \~as time to e!Ily 

its force againfl the enemy. J oan WJS fent to Blois, where a large convoy 

was prepared for the fupp1y of Orleans, ar1d an arn1y of ten thoufand n.en, undel· 

the comnund of St. Severe, aifembled to tfcort it. She ordered all the foLii rs to 

confefs themfelves before they fet out on the enterprize: She bani:hed from 

the camp all women of bad fame : She difplayed in hf:'r hand) a confecrated ban

ner ; where the Supreme Being was reprefented: gra!ping t'~e globe of earth, and 

furroundeJ with Flower de Luces. i\ nd fhe infifl:ed, in right of her prophetic 

million, that the convoy fhou!d enter Orleans, by the direCt road from the .GeL 

of Beauffe; but the count de Dunois, u;1wil ;ing to fubmit the rules of the mili

tary art to her infpirations, ordered it to approach by the other fide of the river, 

where, he knew, the weakeft part of the Englifh army was fiationeJ. 

PREVIous to this attempt, the maid had wrote to the -regent and to the Eng:. 

lifh generals before Orleans, commanding them, in the name of the omnipotent 

Creator, by whom !he was commiffioned, immediately to raife the fiege and to 

evacuate F ranee; and menacing them with divine vengeance in cafe of their dif~ 

obedience. All the Englifh affeCted to fpea1<: with derifion of the Maid and of 

her heavenly commiaion ; and faid, that the French King was now indeed re

duced to a forry pafs, when he had reco.urfe to fuch ridiculous·expedients: But 

they felt their imagination fecretly ftruck with the vehement perfuafion, which 

prevailed in all around them ; and they wai·ed with an anxious expeitation, not 

unmixed with horror, for the iffue of thefe extraordinary preparations. 

As the convoy approached the river, a fally \Vas made by the garrifon on the 

fide of B~auffe, to prevent the Englifh general from fending any detachment ro 

the other fide: The proviuo:1s were peaceably embarked in boats, which the 

inhabitants of Orleans had fent to receive them : The maid covered wirh her 

troops the embarkation : Suffolk ventured not to attack her : And the FrencH 

general carried back the army in fafety to Blois ; an alteration of affairs, which 

was already viGbJe to all the world, and which hld a proportional effeCt on the 

n1inds of both parties. 

THE :tYlaid entered the town of Orleans, arrayed 4n 'her military garb, and 

difplaying her confecrated fiandard; and was received, as a celeftial deliverer, 

by all the inhabitants. They now believed themfelves invincible under her 

facred influence; and Dunois himfelf, perceiving fuch a mighty alteration both 

in friends and foes, confented, that the next convoy, which was expeCted in a 

few days, ihould enter by the fide of Beaulfe. The convoy approached : No 

fign of refifrance appeared in the beii~gers : The waggons and troops patTed 

without 
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\vitho ·t intern ption between the rel oubts of the Englifl1 : A dead filencc and CI1ar· XX. 
aftonifhment rdgned among thofe troops, formerly fo elated with victory, and qzg. 
fo fierce for the combat. 

THE earl of Suffolk was in a fituation very unufual and extraordinary ; and 
which might well confound the man of the greatcft capacity and firmell: temper. 
IIe faw his troops overawed, and ftrong1y imprd1ed with the idea of a divine in- · 
fluence, accompanying the Maid. Inftead of ban;fl1ing thcfe vain terrors by 
hurry and aClion and war, he waited till the foldiers fhould recover f1om the pa
nic; and h~ thereby g:lVe leizure for thefe p:epo!feffior.s to fink fii!l deeper int 
their l]1inds. The military maxim::, which are prudent in common caft:s, deceived 

im in thefe unaccountable events. Th~ Englifh felt their courage daunted 
and overwhelmed ; and thence inferred a divine vengeance hanging over them. 
'I'he French drew the fame infeience from an inactivity fo new and unexpected. 
Every circumftance was now reverftd in the opinions of m eo, on which all de
pends: The fp'rit, refulting from a long courfe of uninterrupted fucc is, was 
on a fudden transferred from the victors to the VC'nqui .. ed. 

1'HE Maid called aloud, that the garrifon fhould remain no longer on the de .. 
fenfive ; and ilie promifed her followers the affifl:ance of heaven in attacking thofe 
r doubts of the enemy, which had fo long kept them in awe, and which they had 
ncver.hitherto dared to infult. The generals feconded her ardor: An attacJ ~ 
was made on one redoubt, and it proved fuccef!:,ful *': All the Englifb, who de
fended tl e entrenchments, were put to the fword or taken prifoners: And Sir 
John Talbot himfelf, who had drawn togetner, from the other redoubts, fome 
trcops to bring them relief:1 d.1red not to appear in the open field againH: fo for
n1idable an enemy. 

NoTHING feemcd impoffible after this fuccefs to the Maid and her enthu!iaftic 
votaries. She urged the generals to attack the main body of the Engliil1 in their 
entrenchments : But Dunois, fiill unwilling to hazard the fate of France by too 
great temerity, and fen!ible that the Ieaft reverfe of fortune would make all the 
prefent vifions evaporate, and reftore every thing to its former condition, checked 
her vehemence, and propofed to her, firft to expel the enemy from their forts 
on the other fide of the river, and thus lay the communication with the count-y 
entirely open, before !he attempted ~ny more hazardous enterprize. J oan was 
perfuaded, and thefe forts were vigorou!ly a!failed. In one attack the French 
were repulftd ; the Maid was left almcfl: alone; fhe was obliged to retreat, 
and join the runaways ; but difpJaying her facred ~andard, and animating then1 

• l\:1 onihel c t~ vol. z. p. 4 5. 
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Chap. XX. with her countenance, her gefture!, her exhortations, Q1e led them back to the 

1 42 9· charge, .and overpowered the Engiili in tneir entrenchments. In the attack of 
another fort {he was wounded in 1he neck with an arrow ; fhe retreated a mo .. ' . 
ment behind the affailants; fl1e pulled out the arrow with her own ha~.d ; fhe 

1
ad the wound quickly drdfed; anl fi1e hafrened back to he,ld the troops, and 

.o plan~ her victorious bann~r on t1e ramparts of .the enemy;. 

Bv all · thcfe fuccefies, the En~lifl1 were entirely chaced from their forti
n'~ations on , hat file : 1'hey had lo£1: above fix thoufand men in thefe different 
aL ions ; and what was Hill tnore important, their wonted courage and confi· 
den ·e was wholly gone, and had given place to amazement and defpair. The 
!\1aid returned triumph~nt over tre bridge, and was again received as the guar
dian angel of the city. After perbrming fuch miracles, ihe c0nvinced the.moft: 
obdurate incredulity of her divine niffion : Men felt themfelves animated as by a 
fuperior energy, and thought noding impoffible to that divine hand, which fo 
v.ifibly conduCted them. It was il vain even for the Englifh generals to oppofe 
with their foldiers the prevailing opinion of ·fupernatural influence : They them-
1elves were probably moved by tre fame belief: The utmoft they dared to ad· 
vance, was, that J oan was not a1 inftrument of God; !he was only the imple
ment of the Devil : But as the 'Eaglifh had felt, to their fad experience, th,lt 
the Devil might be allowed fometimes to prevail, they derived not much confo

lation from the enforcing of this opinion·. 

. IT might prove extremely dangffOUS for Suffolk, with fuch intimidated troops:) 
'1 he liege of . l · h r f r h d · ..o.. • Orleans to remam any. onger m t e pre1enr:e o tUC a courageous an VlLLOnous enemy; 
Jaifed. and he therefore raifed the fiege~. and retreated with all the precautions ima. 
ith May. ginable. The French refolved to pufh their conquefts, and to allow the Eng-. 

lifh no leizure to recover from th~ir confternation.. Charles forn1ed a body of 
fix thoufand men, and fent them to attack Jergeau, whither Suffolk had retired 
vyith a detachment of his army. The fiege lafted ten days ; and the place was 
obll:inately defended. Joan difphyed her .wonted intrepidity on this occafion •. 
She defcended into the foffee, ir leading the attack; and !he there received a 
blow 'on the head with a ftone, br which £he was confounded and beat to the 
ground : But fhe foon recovered herfelf ; and in the end rendered the aifaulc 
fuccefsful : Suffolk was obliged to yield himfelf prif~ner to a Frenchman called· 
Renaud; but before he fubmitted, he afked his adverfary, whether he w2s a gen
tleman. On receiving a fatisfac:ory anf wer, he demanded, whether he was a 

knight. Renaud rep!ie~i, that le had not yet attained that honour. :then 1 
make y~u one, replied Suffollr .: Upon which, he. ·gave him the blow with his 

fword, 
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fword, \ hich dubbed him into that fraternity ; and he immediately furrenclered Chap. X • 
142-9· himfelf his prifon r. 

THE remainder ~f the Engli!h army was commanded by Fafl:olfe, Scales and 
Talbot, who thought of nothing but of making their retreat, as foon as poffible, 
into a place of fa~ ty ; while the French efteemed the overtaking them equivalent 
to a vicroty. So much had the events, which paifed before Orleans, alter\d 
evuy thing between th.e two nations ! r.rhe vanguard of the French under r ai -
.c.railles attacked tHe rear of the enemy at the village of Patay. The battle la'fted 18th June. 
not a moment: The Englifh were difcomfited and fled : The brave Faftolfe him-
felf fhowed the example of flight to his troops·; and the order of the garter was 
taken from him, as a punifhment for th1s inftance of cowardice *. Two thou-
fand men were kill~d in this action ; and both 1~al~ot and Scales taken prifoners. 

IN the account of all thefe fucceffes, the French writers, to magnify the won
der, reprefent the Maid (who was now known by the appellation of tle maid of 
Orleans) as not only aCtive in the combats, but as performing the office of gene
ral; directing the troops, conducting the military operations, and fwaying the 
deliberations in all councils of war. It is certain, that the policy of the French 
court endeavoured to maintain this appearance with the (public : But it is much 
more probable, that Dunois and the wifer commanders pro~pted her in all' her 
meafures, than that a country girl, without experience or education, could, on 
a fudden, become expert in a profeffion, which requires more genil!_s and capa
city, than any other aB:ive fcene of life. It is _fu.fficient praife, that fhe could 
diftinguifh the perfor1s on whofe judgment fhe might rely ; that ilie could feize 
their hints and fuggeftions, and, on a fudden, deliver their opinion as her own ; and.· 
that fhe could curb_, on occafion, that vifionary and enthufiaftic fpirit, with 
which fhe was undoubtedly actuated, an~ could temper it with prudence and 
difcretion. 

THE raifing of the fiege of Orleans was one part of the Maid's .Promife t:o 

Charles : The crowning him at Rheims was the other: :And ilie now infified 
vehemently, that he .fhould forthwith fet out on that enterprize. A few weeks 
before, fuch a propofal would have appeared the mofl: extravagant in the world. 
Rheims lay in a diftant quarter of the kingdom ; was then in the hands of a 
victorious enemy ; the \Vhole road, which led to it, was occupied by their g r
rifons ; and no imagination could be fo fanguine as to think, that fuch an at
tempt could fa foon come within the bounds of'poffibility. But as it was e?C-

:# Monfirelet, vol. 2. p. 46. 
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treme~y the i 1terdl of Charles to maintain the belief of fomething extraordinary 
and divine in thefe ev~n t s, and to avail himfelf of the prefent con!ternation 
of the Engliili; he refolved to follow the exhortations of his warlike prophetefs, 
and to lead his army upon this promifing ady 'nture. Hitherto, he had kept 
remote from the fcene of war : As the fafety o; the ftate depended entirely upon 
his perfon, he hall been perfuaded to reftr<1in is military ardour: But obferv
ing th is profperous turn of affairs, he now determined to appear at the head of 
his armies, and to fet the example of valour to all his foldiers. And the French 
nobility faw at once their young fovereign affuming a new and more brilliant 
charaCter, feconded by fortune, -and conducted by the band of heaven; and they 
caught freil1 zeal to exert themCelves in replacing him on the throne of his an-

ceftors. 
c 

'fhe King of CHARLES fet out for Rhciq1s at the he2d of twelve thoufand men.: He paffed 
Frc.ncecrowr-b T 1' l 1. I' Cl 1- . . d l 1 RI . ed at Rheims. y roye, w 11c 1 openec Its gates to 11m : 1a ons 1m1tate t 1e examp e: 1e1ms 

fent him a deputation with its keys before his approach to it: And he fcarce per
ceived, as he paffed along, that he was marching thro' an enemy's country. 

17
th July. The ceren1ony of his coronation was here performed* with the holy oil, which a 

pigeon bad brought to King Clovis from he~ven, on the firfl: eitablirnment of the 
French mcnarchy: The maid of Orleans frood by his fide, in compleat armour, 
and difplaying her facred banner, which bad fo often diffipated and confounded 
his fkrcef1 enemies: And the people lhouted with the moi1 unfeigned joy, O!l 

viewing fuch a complication of wonders. After the completion of the ceremony, 
the Maid threw herfelf at the King's feet, embraced hi~ knees, and with a flood 
of tears, which pleafure and tendernefs extorted from h~r, !he congratulated him 
on this fingular and marvellous event. 

CHARLES, thus crowned and anointed, became more venerable in the eyes of 
all his fubjetl:c, and feemed, in a manner, to receive anew, from a heavenly 
commiffion, his title to their allegiance. The inclinations o£ tnen fwaying their 
belief, no one doubted of the infpirations and prophetic fpirit of the Maid: So many 
incidents, which paffed all human comprehenfion, left little room to queftion a 
fuperior influence : And the real and undoubted faCts gave credit to every ex
aggeration, which could fcarce be rendered more wonderful. Laon, Soiffons, 
Chateau-Thierri, Provins, and many other towns and fortre.ffes in that neigh
bourhood, immediately after Charles's coron~tion, fubmitted to him on the firlt 
fummons; and the whole nation was d;fpoftd eo give hin1 the mo1l: 'zealous tdl:i • 

.monies of their duty and affeCtion. 

• Monfirelct, vol. z. p. 48. 
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NoTHING can imprefs us with a higher idea of the wifdom, addrefs, and re- Chap. xx. 
folution of the d•J ke of Bedford, th ~m h!s being able to maintain himfelf in foP . d1429· f 

ru ence o perilous a fituation, and to preferve fome footing in France, after the defection of [he duke of 

fo many places, and a:11idft the univerfal inclination of the reil: to imitate that Bedford. 

contagious example. 'This prince feemed prefer1t every where by his vigilance 
and foreGght: f-Ie employed each refource, which fo1 tu 1e had yet left l1im : lie 
held all the Englifh garrifons in a pofture of defence: He kept a watchful eye 
over every attempt amo:1g the Fren,:h towards an infurrection: I-Ie retained th.! 
PariGans in . obedi~nce, by employing alternately cardlt s anci f<.:verity: And know· 
ing that the duke of Burgundy was already wavering in his fidelity, he acted. 
with fo much ikill and prudence, as to renew, in this dangerous criGs, an al-
liance, which was fo important to the credit and fupport of rhe Engli!h govern-
ment. 

THE fmall fupplies which he received from England fet the talents of this great 
n1an in fiill a ftronger light. The ardour of the Englifl1 for foreign conquef1s 
was now extremely abated by time and reflection : The parliament feems even to . 
have become fenfible of the danger, which might attend their farther progrefs: 

o fupply of money could be obtained by the regent during his greateft dif
trelfes; and men inlifted flowJy under his ·ftandard, or foon deferred, by reafon 
of the wonderful accounts, which had reached England, of the magic, and for
cery, and diabolical power of the maid of Orleans*. lt happened fortunately,. 
in this emergency, that the bifnop of \Vinchefter, now created a cardinal, landed 
at Calais with a body of sooo men, which he was conduaing into Bohen~i3, on 
a croifade againft the Hufiltes. l-Ie was perfu.1ded to lend thefe troops to his 
nephew during the prefent difficulties-[- ; and the regent was thereby enabled to 
take the field, and to oppofe the French King, \'ho was advancing with his ar· 
zny to the gates of Paris • 

. THE extraordinary capacity of the duke of Bedford appeared alfo in his military 
operations. He attempted to reftore the courage of his troops by boldly advanc
ing to the face of the enemy; but he chofe his pofts with fo n1uch caution, as al
ways to decline a combat, and to render it impoffible for Charles to attack him. 
l-Ie fiill attended that prince in all his movements; covered his own towns and 
garrifons; and kept himfelf in a pofture to reap advantage from every impru
dence or falfe ftep of the enemy. 1"'he French army, which confii1ed nJoitly 
of voluntiers, who ferved at their own expence, foon after retired and was dif
folveu: Charles went to Bourges, the ordinary place of his refidence; but not 

1" Rymer, vol. 1 o. p. 4 z I. 
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Chap. XX. till he had made himfelf mafter of Compiegne, Beauvais, Senlis, Sens, Lava , 
Lagni, St. Denis, and of many places in the neighbourhood of Paris, which the 
affections of the people had put into his hands. 

14·3'0. THE regent endeavoured to revive the declining ftate . of his affairs, by bring .. 
ing over the young King of England, and having him crowned and acknow
ledged King of France at Paris*. All the vaifals of the crown, who lived with
in the provinces poifeffed by the Englifh, fwore anew allegiance and did ho· 
mage to him. But this ceremony was cold and infipid in ~omparifon of the eclat 

·which had attended the coronation of Charles at Rheims ; and the duke of Bed
ford expected more effect fron1 an accident, which put into his hands the perfon, 

who had been the author of all his calatnities. 
THE maid of Orleans, after t,he coronation of Charles, declared to the count 

de Dunois, that her willies were now fatisfied, and that fhe had no _farther de
fire than to return to her former condition, and to the occupations and courfe of 
life, which became her fex: But that nobleman, fenfible of the mighty advan
tages, which might fiill be reaped from her prefence in the army, exhorted her to 
_perfevere, till, by the final ,expulfion of the Englifl1, fhe had brought all her pro
phecies to their full completion. In purfuance of this advice, fhe threw herfelf 
into the town of Compiegne, which was at that time befieged by the duke of 
Burgundy, affifted by the earls of Arundel and Suffolk; and the garrifon on her 
appearance believed themfelves thenceforth invincible. But their joy was of fhort 
duration. The Maid, next day after her arrival, headed a fally upon the quar
ters of John de Luxembourg; fhe twice drove the enemy from their entrench
ments; finding their numbers to encreafe every n1oment, fhe ordered a retreat; 
when hard preffed by the purfuers, 1he turned upon t~em, and made them again 
recoil ; but being here deferted by her friends, and furrounded by the enemy, 
.fhe was at laft, after exerting the utmoft valour, taken prifoner by the Burgun
dians t. The common opinion was, that the French officers, finding the merit 
of every victory afcribed to her, had, in' envy to her renown, by which they 
themfelves were fo much eclipfed, willingly expofed her to this fatal accident. 

THE en.vy of her friends ~n this occafion was not a greater proof of her merit 
than the triumph of her enemies. A complete victory would not have given 
more joy to the Englifh and their partizans. The fervice of te deum, which has 
fo often been prophaned by princes, was publickly celebrated on this fortunate 
event at Paris. The duke of Bedford fancied, that, by the captivity of that ex-

, 
;!!< Rymer, vol. Io. p. 432. t Stowe, p. 3 71. 
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traordinary woman, who had blafred all his fucceffes, he would again recover his Ch;tp. XX. 
former afcendant over France ; and to puih farther the prc:fent advantage, he pur-
chafed the captive from John de Luxembourg, and formed a profccution againfl: · 
her, which, whether it proceeded from vengeance or policy, was equally barba-
rous, and dilhonourable. 

THERE was no poffible reafon, why J oan fuould nof be regarded as a pr ifo- 14-31 ~ 
ner of war, and be entitled to all the courtefy and good ufage, which civilized 
nations praB:ife towards enemies on thefe occafions. She had never, in her mili .. 
tary capacity, forfeited, by any aCt: of treachery or cruelty, her claim to that 
treatment: She was unftained with any civil crime : Even the virtues and the very 
decorums of her fex had ever been rigidly obferved by her* : And tho' her ap ... 
pearing in war, and leading armies to battle, may feem an exception, ihe had 
thereby performed fuch fignal fervice to her prince, that fhe had abundantly com
penfated for this irregularity; and was even, on that very account, the more an 
objeB: of praife and admiration. It was neceffary:, therefore, for the duke of 
Bedford to intereft religion fome way in the profecution ;. and to cover under tha 
cloak his flagrant violation of juftice and humanity. 

THE biihop of Beauvais, a man wholly devoted to the Englifh intereft, pre-
ented a petition againil: J oan, on pretence that !he was taken within the bounds 

of his diocefe, and he defired to have her tried by an ecclefiaftical court for for .. 
cery, impiety, idolatry and magic : The univerfity of Paris was fo mean as to 
3oin in the fame requeft : Several prelates, among whom the cardinal of Winche
fter was the only EHglifhman, were appointed her judges: They held their court 
in Rouen, where tlie young King of England then refided: And the maid, cloath
ed in her former military apparel, but loaded with irons, was produced before 
~his tribunal. 

SHE firfi: defired to be eafed of her chains: Her judges anfwered that .f'he had 
once already attempted an efcape by throwing herfelf from a tower : She confef
fed the fact, maintained the j uftice of her intention, and owned, that, if file 
could, fhe would frill execute that purpofe. All her other fpeeches fhowed the 
fame firmnefs and intrepidity : Tho' harraff'ed with interrogatories, during near the 

* We learn from her trial.in Pafquier, that when accufed of having put to death Franquet d' Arras ·fler prifoner, fue juftifiect herfelf by faying, 'that he was a known robber, and lay under fentence of 
death by a civil magi!lrate. She was fo careful of obferving decorums, that, when fhe was in any 
town or garrifon, fhe always went to bed with fome women of charaCter in the place: 'Vhen in the ·<:Pomp, fue.lay in armour, and always had one of her brothers on each fide of her. The Engliih never 
reproached her with any thing in regard to her morals. 

: ToL. II._ r Y. ~ourfe 
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Chap. XX. courfe of four n1onths, fhe never betrayed any weaknefs or womanifu fubmiffion ; 
l L}3I. and no advantage was gained ~ver her. The point, which her judges pulhed 

tnoft vehemently, was her vifions and revelations and intercourfe with departed 
faints; and they a!ked her, whether fue would fubmit to the church the truth of 
thefe infpirations : She replied, that fhe would fubmit them to God, the fountain 
of truth. They then exclaimed, that fhe was a heretic, and denied the authori
ty of the church. She appealed to the Pope : They rejeCl:ed .... her appeaL 

THEY aiked her, why fhe put truft in her ftandard, which had been confe. 
crated by n1agical incantations : She replied, that fhe put truft in the Supreme 
Being alone, whofe image was impreffed upon it. They demanded, why ilie 
carried in her hand that ftandard at the anointment and coronation of Charles at 

- Rheims : She anf we red, that the perfon, who had fhared the danger, was enti
tled to fhare the glory. When accufed of going to war contrary to the decor urns 
of her fex, and of affuming government and command over men; lhe fcrupled 
not to reply, that her foie purpofe was to defeat the Englifh, and to expel them 
from the kingdom of France. In the iffi1e, fhe was condemned for all the crimes 
of which fhe had been accufed, aggravated by herefy; her revelations were de~ 
dared to be inventions of the devil to delude the people; and fhe was fentenced 
to be delivered over to the fecular arm. 

J OAN, fo long furrounded by inveterate enemies, who treated her with every 
mark of contumely; brow· beaten and overawed by men of fuperior rank, and 
men invefted with the enfigns of a facred character, which fhe had been accuf
tomed to revere ; felt her fpirit at laft fubdued, and thofe vifionary dreams of 
infpiration, in which !he had been buoyed up by the triumphs of fuccefs and the 
applaufes of her own party, gave way to the terrors of that puniiliment to which 
Ihe was fentenced. She publickly declared herfelf willing to recant ; fhe acknow· 
ledged the illufion of thofe revelations which the church had rejected ; and fhe 
promifed never more to maintain them. Her fentence was then mitigated : She 
was condemned to perpetual imprifonment, and to be fed during life on bread 
and water. 

ENouGH was now done to fulfill all political views, and to convince both the 
French and the Englifh, that the opinion of divine influence, which had fo much 
encouraged the one and daunted the other, was entirely without foundation. 
But the barbarous vengeance of J oan's enemies was not fatrsfied wirh this VICtO

r-y. SufpeCting, that the female drefs, which lhe had now confented to wear, 
was difagreeable to her, they purpofely placed in her apartment a fuit of man's 
apparel ; and watched for the effect of that temptation upon her. On the fight 
of a drefs, in which ihe had acquired fo much renown, and which, fhe once 

believed, 
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believed, fhe wore by the particular appointment of heaven, all her former ideas Chap. XX. 
and paffions revived; and ihe ventured in her folitude to cl oath herfelf again in q,; t. 
the forbidden gannent. I-Ier infidious enemies caught her in that fituation : Her 
fault was interpreted to be no. lefs than a relapfe into herefy: No recantation 
would now fuffice, and no pardon could be granted her. She was condemned 
to be burned in the market place of Roi.ien ; and the infamous fentence was ac-E . 

d Th. d . bl h . h h {i xecutto . o cordingly execute • IS a m1ra e erome, to w om t e more generous u- tl.e maid of 

perftition of the antients would have ereCted altars, was, on pretence of he- 0 ·leans. 

refy and magic, delivered over alive to the flames, and expiated by tha dread- Ifth June. 

fu1 punifhment the fignal fervices, which ihe had rendered to her prince and to her 
native country. 

THE affairs of the Englilh, far from being advanced by this execution, went If3Z· 

ever-y day more and more to decay : The great abilities of the regent were un-
able to refift the ftrong inclination, which had feized the French to return under -
the obedience of their rightful fovereign, . and w~ich that act of cruelty was ill 
fitted to remove. Chartres was furprized by a ftratagem of the count de Du-
nois : A body of the Englifh, under lord \Villoughby, was defeated at St. Ce 
lerin upon the Sarte * : The fair in the fuburbs of Caen, feated in the midft of 
the Englifl1 territories, was pillaged by de Lore, a French captain of reputation: 
The duke of Bedford himfeJf was obliged by Dunois to raife the fiege of Lagni 
with fome difhonour : And all thefe misfortunes, tho' light, yet being continued 
and uninterrupted, brought difcredit to the Englifh, and menaced then1 with an 
approaching lofs of all their conquefrs. But the chief detriment, which the re
gent fuil:ained, was by the death of his dutchefs, who had hitherto preferved 
fome appearance of friendfhip between him and her brother, the duke of Bur· 
gundy i- : And his marriage foon afterwards, with J aqueline of Luxembourg, was 
the beginning of a breach between them :J:. Philip complained, that the regent 
had· never had the civility to inform him of his intentions, and that fo fudden a 
n1arriage was a flight on his fifter's memory. The cardinal of Winchefter medi- 
ated a reconciliation between thefe princes, and brought them both to St. On1ers 
for that purpofe. The duke of Bedford here expected the firft vifit both as he 
was fon, brother, and uncle to a King, and becaufe he had already made fi1ch ad
vances as to come into the duke of Burgundy's territories, in order to have an 

- interview with him: But Philip, proud of his great power and independant do
minions, refufed to pay this compliment to the Regent : And the two princes, 

• Monfirelet, .vol. 2. p. I oo. 
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unable to adjuft the ceremonial, parted wit .out feeing each other*· A very bact; 
prognoftic of their cordial intentions to renew paft friendfhip and amity ! 

NoTHING could be more repugnant to the interefts of the houfe of Burgundy~ 
than to unite the crowns of France and England on the fame head; an event,. 
which, had it taken place, would have reduced the duke to the.rank of a petty 
princ , and have rendered his fituation entirely deP.endant and precarious. The 
title alfo to the crown of France, which, after· the failure of the elder branches,, 
n1ight accn{e to the duke or his pofterity 2 had been facrificed by the treaty of 
Troye; and ftrangers and eLemies \Yere thereby irrevocably fixed upon the throne..'. 
Revenge alone had carried Philip into thefe impolitic meafures; and a point of 
honour had hitherto induced him to maintain them. But as it is the nature of 
paffion gradually to decay; while the fenfe of intereft maintains an eternal 
influence and authority ; the duke had,, for fame years, appeared fenfibly to re .. 
lent in his anirnofity againft Charles, and to hearken willingly to the apologies. 
made by that prince for the nmrder of the late duke of Burgundy. His extreme 
youth was pleaded in his favour; his incapacity to judge for himfelf; the afcen
dant gained over him by his minifters ; and his inability to refent a deed, WQich, 
without his knowlege, had been perpetrated by thofe under whofe guidance he 
was then placed. The more to gratify the pride of Philip, the King of France· 
had banifhed from his court and prefence Tanegui de Chate1, and all thofe concern
ed in that affaffination ; and had offered to make any other atonetnent, which 
could be required of him. The ills, which Charles had already fuffered, had 
tended to gratify the duke's revenge; the miferies to which France had been fo 
long expofcd, had begun to n1ove his compaffion; and the cries of all Europe 
admoniihed him, t!1at his refentment, .. which might hitherto be ~eemed pious, 
would, if carried farther, be univerfally condemned as barbarous and unrelenting. 
While the duke was in this difpofition, every difguft, which he received from 
England, made a double impreffion upon him; the entreaties of the count de 
Richen1ont and the duke of Bourbon, who had married his two fifters, had 
weight; and he determined finally to unite himfelf to the royal family of France, 
from which his own was defcended. For this purpofe, a congrefs was appoint
ed at Arras under the mediation of deputies fron1 the Pope and the council of 
Bafie: The duke of Burgundy came thither in perfon : The duke of Bourbon,. 
the count de Richemont and other perfons of high rank, appeared as amba1fadors 
fron1 France: And the Englith having alfo been invited to attend, the cardinal 
of Winc.hefter, the archbifhop of York, and others, received from the protector; 
and council a commiffion for that purpoft: t. 

lF Mon{helet, V?l. 2. P· 90· Grafton, P· s6I. t Monftrelet, vol. z. p. uo. 
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THE conferences were held in the Abbey of St. Vaait; and oegan with dif- Chap. xx:. 
; euffing the propofals of the two crowns, which were fo wide of each other as to 1435"· 

Augu1. 
admit of no hopes of accommodation. England offered, that each party fhould 
ren1ain in poffeffion of what they had at prefent, after making fome equal ex-
changes for mutual convenience: France offered to cede Norm, ndy with Guienne, 
but both of them loaded with the ufual homage and vaffalage to the crown. As. 
the claims of J!ngland upon France were univerfally unpopular in Europe ; the 
mediators declared the offers of Charles very reafonable; and the cardinal of." 
Winchefter, with the Englifh ambaffadors, immediately left the corrgrefs. There· 
remained nothing but to difcufs the mutual preten!ions of Charles and PhiJip 
Thefe were ea!ily adjufi:ed: The vaffal was in <t firuation to give Jaw to his fupe-
rior ; and he exacted c01:ditions, which, had it not been for the prefent neceffi-
ty, would have been deemed, to the lafl: degree, diilionourable and difadvanta-
geous to the crown of France. Be!ides making repeated atonements and acknow
ledgements for the murder of the duke of Burgundy, Charles was obliged to cede 
all the towns of Picardy which lay between the Somme and the Low Countries ~ 
he yielded feveral other territories; he agreed, that thefe and all the other do-
n1inions of Philip fhould be held by him, during his life-time, without doing any 
homage or [wearing fealty to the prefent King ; and he freed his fubjetts from all 
obligations to allegiance, if ever he infringed this treaty *. Such were the con:. 
ditions, upon which France purchafed the friendfhip of the duke of Burgundy. 

THE duke fent over a herald to England with a lette, in which he notified the
conclufion of the treaty of Arras, and apologized for his departure fron1 that o'"' 
~ .. roye. The council received the herald with great coldnefs : They even affign
ed him his lodgings in a fhoemaker's houfe, by way of infult ; and the populace· 
were fo incenfed, that, if the duke of GloceHer had not given him guards, his 
life would have been expofed to danger, when he appeared in the ftreets. The 
Flemings, and other fubjeB:s of Philip, were infulted, and fome of the1n murdered 
by the Londoners ; and every thing feemed to tend towards a rupture between 
th·e two nations ·r. Thefe violences were not difagreeable to the duke of Bu:
gundy ; as they afforded him a pretence for the f. rther meafure~, which he in
tended to take againft the Englifh, whon1 he now regarded as implacable an l 
dangerous enemies. 

A few days after the duke of Bedford received intelligence of this treaty, 14th Sep•r. 
fo fatal to the interefts of England, he died at Roi.ien; a prince of great Death ofth 

"1" . d f . d h r. f } b b duke of B l~ b1 1t1es, an o many VIrtues; an w OLe memory, except rom t 1e ar arouS ·ford 
. . 
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execution of the maid of Orleans, was unfullied by any confiderable blemilh: 
Ifabella, ~een of France, died a little before him, defpifed by the Englifh, de-· 
tefted by the French, and reduced in her latter years to regard with an unnatural 
horror, the progrefs and fucce!fes of her own fon, in recovering poffeffion of 
.his kingdom. 'rh is period was alfo fignalized by the death of the earl of Arun
del *, a great Engli!h general, who, tho' he commanded three thoufand n1en, 
was foiled by Xaintrailles at the head of fix hundred, and foon after expired of 

the \VOLmds which he received in the action. 

" · TuE violent faCtions, which prevai ed in the court of England, between the 
14 3J· 

duke of GloceH:er and the cardinal of \Vinchefter, prevented the Englifh from 
taking the proper meafurcs for repairing thefe multiplied loffes; and threw all 
their affairs into confufion. T'he popularity of the duke and his near relation to 
the crown, gave him advantages in the conteft, which he often 1oft by his open 
and unguarded temper, unfit to firuggle with the politic and interefted fpirit of 
his rival. The balance, n1ean-while, of thefe parties, kept every thing in fuf
pence : Foreign affairs were much neglected : And tho' the dul'e of York, fon 
to that earl of Cambridge who was executed in the beginning of the laft reign, 
was appointed fucceffor to the duke of Bedford, it was feven months before his 
com.miffion paffed the fea]s ; and the Englifh remained fo long in an enemy's 

country, without a proper head or governor. 

D 1
. f 

1 
THE new governor on his arr}.val found the capital already loft. The Parifians 

ec me o tle ......, 
Englifh in had always been mo1 e attached to the Burgundian than to the Englifh interefl: ; 
France. and after the conclufion of the treaty of Arrac-, their affeCtions, without any far

ther controul, univerfally led them to return to their allegiance under their native 
fovereign. The conttable, together with Lile-Adam, the fame perfon who had 
before put Paris into the hands of the duke of Burgundy, was introduced in the 
night time by intelligence with the citizens: The lord Willoughby, who ~om-
111anded only a fmall garrifon of 15,oo men, was expelled: That nobleman 
difcovered great valour and prefence of mind on the occafion ; but unable to guard 
{o large a place againft fuch multitudes, he retired into the Bafti1e, and being 
there invefi:ed, delivered up the place, and was contented to ftipulate for the fafe 
retreat of his troops into Normandy t. . . .. 

IN the fame feafon, the duke of Burgundy took openly part againfl: England, 
and commenced hoftilities by the fiege of Calais, the only place which now gave 
the Engliih any fure hold of France, and frill rendered then1 dangerous. As he 

* Monfirelet> vol. 2. p. 1')5· Holingfhed1 p. 610. 
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r as beloved among his own fu bjecrs, and had acquired the epithet of Good, from 
l1is popular qualities, he was able to interefl: all the inhabitants of the L0w-co•Jn
tries in the fuccefs of this enterprize; and he invefted that place with an army, 
very formidable from its numbers, but without experience, diCcipline, or military 
fpirit *. On the firft alarm of this liege, the duke of Glocefier aifembled fame 
forces, fent a defiance to-Philip, and challen

0
ed him to wait the event of a battle; 

which he prornifed to give, as foon as the wind \Vould permit hin1 to reach Calais. 
The warlike genius of the Engli!h had at that time rendered them terrible to all 
the northern parts of Europe ; much more to the Flemings, who were more ex-

. pert in manufaB:urcs, than in arms; and the duke of Burgundy, being already 
foiled in fame attempts before Calais, and obferving the difcontent and terror of 
his own army, thought proper to raife the fiege, and to retreat into his own ter
t;itories, before the arrival of the enemy t. 

THE Englilh were fl:ill mafters of many fine·provinces in France; but retained 
poffeffion, more by the extreme weaknefs of Charles, than by the ftrength of 
their own garrifons or the force of their armies. Nothing ir.deed can be more 
furprizing than the feeble efforts made, during the courfe of feveral years, by thefe 
two potent nations againft each other ; while the one fhuggled for independancy, 
and the other afpired to a total conqnefi: of its rival. The general want of in
duftry, commerce, and police, in that age, had rendered all the European nations~ 
and France and England no Jefs than the others, unfit for bearing the burthens 
of war, when it was prolonged beyond one feafon; and the continuance of hofti
lities had, long ere this time, exhaufted the force and patience of both thefe 
kingdoms. Scarce could the appearance of an army be brought into the field on 
either fide; and all the operations confifted in the furprize of places, in the ren
counter of detached parties, and in incurfions upon the open country ; which were 
performed by fmall bodies a!fembled on a fudden from the neighiJouring garrifons. 
In this method of conducting the war, the French King had much the advantage~ 
The affections of the people were entirely on his fide: Intelligence was early 
brought him of the ftate and motions of the enemy: The inhabitants were ready 
to jo'n in any attempts againft the garrifons: And thus ground was continually 
tho' flowly, gained againft the Englilh. The duke of York, who was a prince 
of ability, ftruggled againft thefe difficulties during the courfe of five years; and 
being affifted by the valour of lord Talbot, foon after created earl of Shrewibury, 
he performed aB:ions which acquired him honour, but merit n9t the attention of 
pofterity. It would have been well, had this feeble war, in fparing the blood of 

Monfirelet, vol. z. p. 126,130, 132. HoJinglhed1 p. 613. Grafton, p. 571. 
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the peJple, prevented Hkewife all other oppreffions ; and had the fury of men; 
which reafon and juflice can not reftrain, thus happily received a check from their 
impotence and inability. But the French and Engliili, tho' they exerted fuch 
fmall force, were, however, firetching beyond their refources, which were ftill 

fmalle r; and the troops, deftitute of p~y, were obliged to fubfift by plundering 
and oppreffing the country, both of friends and enemies. The fields in all the 

north of France, which was the fcene of war, were laid wafte and left unculti
vated *. T he cities were gradually depopulated, not by the blood fpilt i~ war, 

but by the n1ore deft:ruetive pillage of the garrifons : And both parties, weary of 

1 oililities, which decided nothing, feemed at laft defirous of peace, and they fet 

ori foot negotiations for that purpofe. But the propofals which came from France 
and from England, were ftill fo wide of each other, that .all hopes of accommodation 
immediately vaniilied. The Englifh ambaifadors demanded refiitution of all the 

provinces which had once been annexed to England, together with the final ceffion 
<>f Calais and its difrriCt; and required the poffeffion of thefe extenuve territories 

without the burthen of any fealty or homage on the part of their prince : The 
French offered only part of Guienne, part of Normandy, and Calais, loaded with 

the ufual burthens. It appeared in vain to continue the negociation, while there 

was fo little profpect of agreement. The Englilh were frill too haughty to ftoop 
from the vaft hopes, which they had formerly entertained, and to accept of terms 

more fuitable to the prefent condition of the two kingdoms. 

THE duke of York foon after refigned his government to the earl of Warwic, 

_a nobleman of reputation, whom death prevented from a l~ng enjoyment of hi!t 

dignity. The duke, upon the demife of this nobleman, returned to his charge, 

and duri ng his adminiftration a truce was concluded between the King of Eng.; 
l and and the duke of Burgundy~ which had become neceffary for the commercial 

intereft of their fubjeCts t. The war with France continued in the fame langui<! 

and feeble ftate as before. 
THE captivity of fiv~ princes of the blood, t aken prifoners in the battle of 

Azincour, was a confiderable advantage which England long enjoyed above its 

enemy ; but this fuperiority was now entirely loft. Some of thefe princes had 

died; fome had been ranfomed for fums of money; and the duke of Orleans, 
the moft powerful among them., was the lafl who remained in the hands of the 

Engli!h. He offered the fum of 5-f,ooo nobles :1: for his liberty ; and when 

• Grafton, p. s6z. t Grafton, p. 573· t Rymer, vol. 10. p. 764,776, 78z,'79), 
796. This lum was eq~;~al to 36,ooo pounds Her ling of our prefent money. A fubfidy of a tenth and 
.fift · nt w s fixe by Edward Ill. at 29,oco pounds, th t is 58,coo of our prcfent money. The p:1r• 

liament granted only one fubfidy during the courfc of feven years, from If37 w l4f4-• 
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this propofal was laid before the council of England, as every queftion was there Chap. XX. 
an objeCt of faction, the party of the duke of Gloccfler, and that of the cardi- 144 • 
nal of Winchefter, were divided in their fentiments with regard eo it. The duke -
reminded the council of the dying advice of the late King, that none of thefe 
prifoners fhould on any account be releafed, till his fon was of fufficient age to 
hold, himfelf, the reins of government. The cardinal infifi:ed on the greatnefs 
of the fum profered, which in reality was near equal to two thirds of all the ex
traordinary fupplies, that the parliament, during the courfe of feven years, granteJ 
for the fupport of the war. And he added, that the releafe of this prince was 
1nore likely to be advantageous than prejudicial to the Englifh interefi:s ; by fill· 
ing the court of France with faction, and giving a head to thofe numerous male
contents, whon1 Charles was at prefent able with great difficulty to refi:rain. The 
cardinal's party, as ufual, prevailed : The duke of Orleans was releafed, after a 
1nelancholy captivity of twenty-five years *: And the duke of Burgundy, as 
a pledge of his entire reconciliation with the family .of Orleans, facilitated to that 
prince the plyment of his ranfom. It muft be confeffed, that the princes and 
nobility in thofe ages, went to war on very difadvantageous terms. If thfy were 
taken prifonen:, they either remained in captivity during life, or purchafed their 
liberty at the price which the victors were pleafed to impofe~ and which often re-
duced their families to beggary and want. 

THE fentiments of the cardinal, fome time after, prevailed in another point of 144). 
ftill greater moment. That prelate had always encouraged every propofal of ac
commodation with France ; and had reprefented the utter impoffibility, in the 
prefent circumfi:ances, of pufhing farther the conquefts in that kingdom, and 
the great difficulty of even maintaining thofe which were already made. He in .. 
fifi:ed on the extreme reluCtance of the parliament to grant fupplies; the diforders 
in which the Englilh affairs in Normandy were involved ; the daily progrefs 
made by the French King ; and the advantage of flopping his hand by a ten1~ 
porary accommodation, which might leave room for time and accidents to ope-
rate in favour of the Englilh. The duke of Glocefter, high fpirited and haughty, 
and educated in the lofty pretenfions, which the firft fucceffes of his two orothers 
had rendered familiar to him, could not yet be induced to relinquifh all hopes of 
prevailing over France ; much 1efs, could he fee with patience, his own opinion 
thwarted and rejeCted by the influence of his rival in the Englifh council. But 
notwithftanding his oppofition, the earl of Suffolk, a nobleman who always ad-
hered to the cardinal's party, was difpatched to Tours, in order to negotiate with 

* Grafton, p. 578. 
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the French minif.ters. It was fo und impoffible to adjuft the tenns of a lafting peace; 
but a truce for twenty-two months was concluded, which left every thing on the 
prefent footing between the parties. The numerous diforders, under which the 
French government laboured, and which time alone could remedy, induced Charles 
to a!fent to this truce ; and the fame n1otives engaged him afterwards to prolong 
it *. But Su ffolk, not content wi h executing this objea of his commiffion, 
proceeded alfo to finifh another buflnefs, which feems rather to have been implied 
than included in the powers, which had been granted him t. 

IN proportion as Henry advanced ih years) his character b~came fully known 
in the cou1 t, and was no longer ambiguous to either fact-ion. Of the moft harm· 
Jefs, inoffenfive, fimple manners ; but of the mofr fiender capacity ; he was fit. 
ted, both by the foftnefs of his temper, and the weaknefs of his underftanding, 
to be perpetually governed by thofe who furrounded him ; and it was eafy to fore
fee, that his reign would prove a perpetual minority. As he had now reached 
the twenty-third year of his age, it was natural to think of chooflng him a queen; 
and each party was ambitious of having him receive one from their hand; as it 
was probable, that this circumfrance would decide forever the victory between 
them. The duke of Glocefter propofed a daughter of the count d' Armagnac; 
but had not credit to effeEiuate 'his purpofe. The cardinal and his friends had 
caft their eye on Margaret of Anjou, daughter of Regnier, titular King of Sicily, 
N a pies, and J erufalem, defcended from the count of Anjou, brother of Charles V. 
who had J eft thefe magnificent titles, but without any real power or poifeffions, 
to his po!h·rity. This p~ince fs herfelf was the moft accomp1ilbed of her age 
both in body and mind; and feemed to poffefs thofe qualities, which would equally 
<1ualifyr her to acquire the afcendant over Henry, and to fupply all his defects and 
weakneffes. Of a mafculine, courageous fpirit, of an enterprizing temper, en
dowed with folidity as well as vivacity of underftanding, £he had not been able to 
conceal thefe great talents even in the privacy of her father's family ; and ic was 
reafonable to expeCl, that, when fhe fhould mount the throne, they would break 
-out with ftill fuperior lufrre. The earl of Suffolk, therefore, in concert with his 
.a1fociates of the Englifh council, 1nade propofals of marriage to ivbrgaret, which 
were accepted. But this nobleman, befides pre-occupying Margaret's favour by 
being the chief n1eans of her advancement, endeavoured to ingratiate himfelf with 

Marri_age o~ her and her family, by very extraordinary concefiions: Tho' the princefs brought 
the.K.mg wt~h no dowry with her, he ventured of himfelf, without any direct authority from the 
Margartt of . . . . 
Anjou. 'COUnCil, but probably With the al lowance of the cardmal, and the rulmg mem-

ers.) to engage by aD cret ankle, that the province of lVlaine, which was at that 

• Ry~er, vol. 11. p. IcJ, IC8, zo6, 214. -f Rymer, vol 11. p. 53· 
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time 1n the hands of the Engliih, fhould be delivered up to Charles of Anjou 
her uncle ,:<, who was prime minifter and favorite of the French King, and who 
ha i already received from his mafl:cr the grant of that province as his appanage. 

THE tr ··· ty of marriage was ratiGed in England' : Suffolk obtained firft the title 
of marquis, then that of duke; and even received the thanks of parliament, for 
his fervices in concluding it t. 1"'he prin:::efs fell immediately into dofe con
nexions with the cardinal and his party, the dukes of Somerfet, SufFolk, and 
Buckingham t; who, fortified by her powerful friendlhip, refolved on the final 
ruin of the duke of Glocefter. 

THIS generous prin"e, worrred in all CO:Jrt intrigues, for which nis temper was 
not fuited, but pom~mng, in a high degree, the favour of the public, had al
ready received from his rivals a mofl: cruel mortific.Jtion, which he had hitherto 
born patiently, but which it was impoffible, that a perfon of _ his fpirit and hu
n1anicy could e\Ter forgive. I-Iis dutchefs, the daughter of Reginald, lord Cob
ham, had been accufed of the crime of witchcraft, and it was pretended, that 
a waxen figure of the King was found in her poffeffion, which !he and her affoci
ates, fir Roger Bolingbroke a priefr, and one Margery Jordan of Eye, melted 
in a magical manner before a flow fire, with an intention of making Henry's force 
and vigour walle away, by like infenfible degrees. The accufation was well cal-
·culated eo affetl: the weak and credulous mind of the King, and to gain belief 
in an ignorant age ; and the dutchefs iVas brought to trial with her confederates. 
The nature of this crime, fo oppofite to all common fenfe, feems always to ex
empt the accufe;s from obferving the rule~ of common fenfe in their ev·dence: 
The prifoners were pronounced guilty ; the dutchefs was condemned to do pub
lic penance, and to fuffer perpetual imprifonment, and the otheFs were executed §. 
But as thefe violent proceedings were afcribed folely to the malice of the duke' 
enemies, the people, contrary to their ufual practice on fuch occafions, acquitted 
the unhappy fufferers ; and encreafed their ell:eem and affection towards a prince, 
who was thus expofed, without protection, to fuch n1ortal injuries. 

THESE fentiments of the pubJic made the cardinal of \Vinchefter and his party 
fenfible, that it was necdfary to deftroy a man, whofe popularity might become 
dangerous, and whofe refentment they had fo much caufe to apprehend. In or
der to effecruate their purpofe, a parliament was fummoned to meet, not at Lon
don, which was fuppofed to be too well affecred to the duke, but at St. Ed
rnondfbury, where they expecrrd that he would lie entirely at mercy. As foon 
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l:'hap. XX. as he appeared, he was accufed of treafon, and thrown into prifon. He was 
1 4+7· foon after found dead in his bed * ; and tho' it was pretended that his death 

28th Feb. was natural, and tho' his body, which was expofed to public view, bore no 
marks of outward injury, no one doubted that he had fallen a facrifice to the ven

Murderofthe o-eance of his enemies. A trick, formerly prac1ifed on Edward 11. on Richard Il; 
d~1):e of Glo- ~nd on Thomas of \Voodftock, duke of Glocefter, could deceive no body. The 
C~<cCr. 

reafon of th!s violence feems not, that the ruling party apprehended his acquital 
in parliament on account of his innocence, which, in fuch times was feldom 
much regarded ; but that they imagined his public trial and execution would have 
been n1ore invidious than bis private murder, which they pretended to deny. 
Some gentlemen of his retinue were afterwards tried for aiding him in his trea· 
fans, and were condemned to be hanged* drawn and quartered. They were 
hanged and cut down; but juft as the executioner was proceeding to quarter 
them, their pardon was produced, and they were recovered to life t. The moft 
barbarous kind of mercy, that can poffibly be imagined! 

THIS prince is faid to have received a more learned education than was ufual 
in his age, to have founded one of the firft public libraries in England, and to 
have been a great patron of learned men. Among other advantages, which he 
reaped from this turn of mind, it tended much to cure him of credulity ; of 
which the following inftance is given by Sir Thomas More. There was a man, 
who pretended, that, tho' he was born blind, he had recovered his fight by 
touching the ilirine of St. Albans. The duke, happening foon after to pafs that 
way, · queftioned the man, and feeming to doubt of his fight, aik.ed him the 
colour of feveral cloaks, worn by perfons ·in his retinue. The man told him 
very readily. Tou are a knave, cried the prince; had you been born blind, you 
could not have di.ftinguijhed colours: And immediately ordered him to be put in the 
frocks as an impoftor :J:. 

THE cardinal of Winchefter died fix weeks after his nephew, whofe murder 
was univerfally afcribed to him as well as to the duke of Suffolk, and which, it is 
faid, gave him more remorfe in his laft moments, than could naturally be ex
peered from a man hardened, during the courfe of a long life, in falfhood and in 
politics. What lhare the OEeen had in this guilt is uncertain; her ufual aCtivity 
and fpirit made the public conclude with fome reafon that the duke's enemies 
durft not have ventured on fuch a deed without her privity. But there happened 
foon after an event, of which {he and her favourite, the duke of Suffolk, bore 
unconteftaWy the whole odium. 

• Grafton, p. 597. t Fabian Chron. anno· 1447· 
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TnAT article of the marriage treaty, by which the province of Maine was to 
be yielded to Charles of Anjou, the ~een's uncle, had probably been hitherto 
kept a fecret; and during the life-time of the duke of Glocefter, it would have 
been dangerous to venture on the execution of it. But as the court of France 
infifl:ed ftrenuouily on performance, orders were now difpatched, under Henry's 
hand, to Sir Francis Surienne, governor of Mans, commanding him to fun·ender 
that place to Charles of Anjou. Surienne, either queftioning the authenticity of 
the order, or regarding his government as his only fortune, refufed compliance; 
and it became necdfary for a French army under the count de Dunois, to lay 
fiege to the city. The governor made as good a defence as his fituation could 
permit; but receiving no relief from Edmund duke of Somerfet, who was at 
that time governor of Normandy, he was at I aft obliged to capitulate, and to 
furrender not only Mans, but all the other fortreifes of that province, whic~ was 
thus entirely alienated from the crown of England. 

Chap. XX. 
1447· 

THE bad effects of this meafure ftopped not here. Surienne, at the head of all his I.f48 

garrifons, amounting to 2590 men, retired into Normandy, in expectation of being 
taken into pay, and of being quartered in fome towns of that province. But So-
merfet, who had no means of fubfifting fuch a multitude, and who was proba .. 
bly incenfed at Surienne's difobedience, refufed to admit him; and this adventurer, 
not daring to commit depredations on the territories either of the King of France 
or of England, marched into Brittany, feized the town of Fougeres, repaired 
the fortifications of Pontorfon and St. J ames de Beuvron, and fubfifted his 
troops by the ravages, which he committed on all that province*. The duke 
of Brittany complained of this violence to the King ofF ranee, his liege lord: 
Charles rem on {hated with the duke of Somerfet : That nobleman replied, that 
the injury was done without his privity, and that he had no authority over Su
rienne and his companions t. Tho' this anfwer might appear very fatisfactory · 
to Charles, who had often felt feverely the licentious, independant fpirit of fuch 
n1ercenary foldiers, he never would adn1it the apology. He frill infifted, th.lt 
thefe plunderers !hould be recalled, and that reparation !hould be made to the 
duke of Brittany for all the damages, which they had committed : And in order 
to render an :lccommodation abfolutely impracticable, he made the eftimation of 
damages amount to no lefs a fum than 1,6oo,coo crowns. He was fenfible of 
the fuperiority, which the prefent ftate of his affairs gave him over England; ~ 
and he determine_d to take advantage of it. 

" l\1onftrelet, vol. 3. p. 6. t Monfirelet, vol. 3· p. 7· Holling!hed, p. 6z9. 
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No fooner ·was the truce concluded between the two kingdoms, than Cl11rles 
e :11ployed hi mfe lf, with great induftry and j udo p lt , in repairing thofc number
lefs ills, to which France, from the continua 't of wars both foreign and co
nlefiic, had fo long been expofed. He refto ·. the courfe of public juilice; he 
introduced order into the finances ; he efta fhed difcipline in his trovps ; he 
repreffe d fatl:ion in his court ; he revived the anguid ftate of agriculture and the 
arts ; and in the courfe of a few years, he rendered his kingdom flourifhing 
within itfelf, and formidable to all its neighbours. Mean while, affairs in Eng
land had taken a very different turn. The court was divided into parties, which 
were enr3ged againfr each other : The people were difcontented with the govern
tnent : Conquefts in France, which were an objeCt more of glory than of intereft, 
were overlooked amidfi: domefi:ic incidents, which engrofred all mens attention : 
The governor of Normandy, ill fupplied with money, was obliged to difmifs 
the greater part of his troops, and to allow the fortifications of the towns and 

,caflles to fall into difrepair: And the nobility and people of that province had, 
during the open communication v:ith France, enjoyed frequent opportunities of 
renewing connexions with their antient mafier, and of concerting the means for · 
expelling the Englifh. The occafion therefore feemed favourable to Charles for 
breaking the truce; and Normandy was at once invaded by four powerful ar
mies ; one commanded by the King himfelf; a fecoQd by the duke of Brittany; 
a third by the duke of Alen~on ; and a fourth by the count de Dunois. The 
places opened their gates almoft as foon as the French appeared before then1 : 
Verneiiil, N ogent, Chateau Gaillard, Ponteau de mer, Gifors, Mante, V ern on, 
Argentan, Lifieux, Fecamp, Coutances, Belefme, Pont de 1' Arche, fell in an in
il:ant into the hands of the enemy : The duke of Somerfet, fo far from having 
an army, which could take the field, and relieve thefe places, was not able to 
fupply them with the neceifary garrifons and provifions: He retired with the 
few troops, of which he was m after, into Roi.ien ; and thought it fufficient, if, 
till the arrival of fuccours from England, he could fave that capital from the ge
neral fate of the province. The King of France, at the head of a formidable 
army, fifty thoufand {l:rong, prefented himfelf before the gates : The dangerous 
example of revolt had infected the inhabitants, and they called aloud for a ca
pitulation. Somerfet, unable to refift at once both the enemies within and from 
without, retired with his garrifon into the palace and cafl:le ; which, being places 

ot tenable, he was obliged to furrencler : He purchafed a retreat to Harfleur by 
the payment of 56,coo crowns, by engaging to fun·ender Argues, TancarviJit, 
Caudebec, Honfieur, and other places in the higher Normandy, and by deiiver-

3 ing 
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ing hoftages for the performance of thefe articles *. The governor of Honfleur refufed to obey his orders; upon which, the earl of Shrewfbury, who was one of th~ hoftages, was detained prifoner; and the Englifh were thus deprived of the only general, capable of recovering them from their prefent diftreffed fituation. I-larfleur made a better defence under Sir Thomas Curfon, the governor; but was finally obliged to open its gates to the count de Dunois. SLJccours at laft appeared from England under Sir 1'homas Kyriel, and landed at Cherbourg: But thefe came very late, amounted only to 4oco men, and were foon after put to rout at Fourmigni by the count de Clermont t. This battle, or rather !kirmiih, was the only action fought by the Englifh for the defence of their dominions in France, which they had purchafed at fuch an e pence of blood and treafure. Somerfet, !hut up in Caen without any profpect of relief, found it neceffary to capitulate: Falaife opened its gates, on condition that the earl of Shrewfbury ihould be refiored to liberty: And Cherbourg, the ]aft place of Normandy, which remained in the hands of the Engli!h, being delivered up, the conqueft of that important province was finifhed in a twelvemonth by Charles, to the in-nite joy of the inhabitants and of his whole kingdom :J:. 

A LIKE rapid fuccefs attended the French arms in Guienne ; tho' the inhabitants of that province were, from long cu!l:om, better inclined to the Englifh government. The count de Dunois was qifpatched thither, and met with no re-

Chap. XX~ 
1450· 

fi!l:ance in the field, and very little from the towns. Great improvements had The Engli been made~uring this age, in the ftrueture and management of artillery, and ~:;~~~;~ none in fortification ; and the art of defence was by that means more unequal, than e · ther before or fince, to the art of att:tck. Af(er all the fmaJl places about 3ourdeaux were reduced, that city agreed to fubmit, if not relieved by a certain time ; and as no one in England thought ferioufly of thefe diftant concerns, no relief appeared; the place furrendered; and Bayonne being taken foon a.'ter, this whole province, which had remained united to England, fince the acceffion of Henry ll. was, after a period of three centuries, finally [wallowed up by the French n1onarchy. 
THo' no peace nor truce was conclud~cl betwe n France and England, the war was in a manner at an end. The Englilli, !torn in pieces by the civil dilfen· fions whicn enfued, :made but one feeble effort more for the recovery of Guienne : And Charles, occupied at home, in regulating the government, and fencing 
* Monfl:relet, vol. 3.p.zr. Grafton, p.6!f3• ' 
t Grafton, p. 646. 

t Holingl};ed, p. 6lr. 
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Chap. xx. againft the intrigues of his factious fon, Lewis the Dauphin, fcarce ever attempted 
•145°· to invade diem in their ifiand, or to retaliate upon them, by availing himfelf of 

their inteftine confufions. 

C I-I A P. xxr. 

H E N R y VI. 

Claim rf the duke if York to the crown-'The earl if Warwic____;. 
Impeachment of the duke of Sujfolk-His banijbment-and death 
-Popular infurreelion-7'he parties of York and Lancajler
Fir.ft armament of th~ duke of York-Fir.fl battle of St. A/bans
Battle qf Blore-heath-of Northampton-A parliament-Battle 
of Wakifield-Death of the duke of rork--Battle of Mortimer's 
Cro.fs---Second Battle of St. Albans---Edward IV. ajjumes the 
crown-lvlijcel!aneous tranfaelions of this reign. 

Chap. XXI. AW E A K prince, feated on the throne of England, had never failed, how· 
145o. ever gentle and innocent, to be infefted with faction, difcontent, rebellion, 

and civil . commotions ; and as the incapacity of Henry appeared every day in a 

fuller light, thefe dangerous confequences began, from paft experience, to be 
univerfally and juftly apprehended. Men alfo of unquiet fpirits, no longer em
ployed in foreign wars, whence they were now excluded by the fituation of the 

neighbouring ftates, were the more likely to excite inteftine diforders, and by their 
emulation, rivalibip, and animofities, to tear the bowels of their native country. 

But tho' thefe caufes alone were fufficient to breed confufion, there concurred ano
ther circumfl:ance of the moft dangerous nature : A pretender to the crown ap
peared. The title itfelf of the weak prince, who enjoyed the name of fovereignty, 
was difputed : And the Englifh were now to pay the fevere, tho' late penalty, 

of their turbulence againft Richard II. and of their levity in violating, without 

any neceffity or juft reafon, the lineal fuccefiion of their monarchs. 

ALL 
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ALL the males of the houfe of Mortimer were extinct ; bl)t Anne, the fifi:er Chap. xxr. 
of the lafl: earl of Marche, having efpoufed the earl of Cambridge, beheaded in Clai~4-~~~he 
the reign of Henry V. had tranfmitted her latent, but not yet forgotten claim to duke of York 
her fon, Richard, duke of York. This prince, thus defcended by his mother to the crown. 

from Philippa, only daughter~f the duke of Clarence, fecond fon of Edward 
Ill. ftood plainly in the order of fucceffion before the King, who derived his de-
fcent from the duke of Lancafter, third fon of that monarch ; and that claim 
c{)uld not, in many refpetl:s, have fallen into more dangerous hands than thofe 
Of the duke of York. Richard was a man of valour and abilities, of a prudent 
conduct and mild difpofitions: He had enjoyed an opportunity of difplaying 
thefe virtues in his government of France: And tho' recalled from that com-
mand by the intrigues and fuperior interefl: of the duke of Somerfet, he had been 
fent to fupprefs' a rebellion in Ireland ; had fucceeded much better in that enter-
prize than his rival in the defence of Normandy; and had even been able to at· 
tach to his perfon and family, the whole !riCh nation, whom he was fent to fub-
due *· In the right of his father, he bore the rank of firfl: prince of the blood; 
a11d by this ftation, he gave a luftre to his title derived from the family of ~1or-
timer, which, tho' of great nobility, was equaled by other families in the king .. 
dom, and had been eclipfed by the royal defcent of the houfe of Lancafl:er. He 
poffeffed an immenfe fortune from the union of fo many fucceffions, thofe of Cam-

ridge and York on the one hand, with thofe of Mortimer on the other : Which 
Jafl: inheritance had before been augmented by an union of the eftates of Clarence 
and Ulfl:er, with the patrimonial poffeffions .of the family of Marche: .The a}-
lianccs too of Richard, in marrying the daughter of Ralph Nevil, earl of Weft
moreland, had v ry widely extended his intereft among the nobility, and had 
procured him many connexions in that f9rmidable order. 

' THE family of Nevil was perhaps at this time the moft potent, both from their 
opulent polfeffions and from the charaCters of the men, that has ever appeared 
in England. For befides the earl of Wefl:moreland, the lords Latimer, Fau
conbridge, and Abergavenny; the earls of Salifbury and Warwic were of that 
family, and were of themfelves, on many accounts, the greateft noblemen of the 
kingdom. The earl of Salifbury, brother in law to the duke of York, was the 
eJdeft fon by a fecond marriage of the earl of W eftmoreland; and inherited by 
his wife, daughter and heir of Montacute, earl of Salifbury, killed before Or
leans, the pofl(~ffions and title of that great family. His eldeft fon, Richard, 
had n1arried An ne, the daughter and heir of Beauchamp, earl of W arwic, who 
died g overnor of F rance; and by that alliance he enjoyed the poffeffions, and had 

• Stowe, p. 387. 
VoL. II. 3A acquir: 
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ehap. XXI. acquired the title of that other family, one of the moft opulent, moft antient,. 
Th 145o. f and moft i1luftrious of the kingdom. The perfonal qualities alfo of thefe two 
'Va~\~~~~ 0 

earls, efpecially of Warwic, enhanced the fplendor of their ·nobility, and en ... 
creafecl their influence over the people. This latter nobleman, commonly known, · 
from the fubfequent events, by the appellation of the King-maker, had difi:in-
gnifhed himfelf, by his gallantry in the field, by the hofpitality of his table, by 
the m.1g11ificence, and frill more by the generofity of his expence, and by the fpi
rited and bold manner, which attended him in all his aCtions. The unddigning 
franknefs and opennefs of his charaCter rendered his conqueft over mens affections 
the tnore certain and infallible : His prefents were regarded as fure teflimonies· 
of efteem and friend.fbip ; and his profeffions as the overflowings of his genuine
fentiments. No lefs than 3o,coo people are faid to have daily lived at his board·. 
in the different manors and caftles which he poffeffed in England : The military. 
n1en, allured by his munificence and hofpitality, as well as by his bravery, were 
zealouOy attached to his interefts : The people in general bore him an unlimited. 
affection: His numerous retainers were more devoted to his will, than to the 
prince or to the laws: And he was the greateft, as well as the laft, of thofe migh
ty barons, who formedy over-awed the Crown, and rendeJ;"ed the J?eople incapa .. : 

.ble of any regular fyftem of civil government. 
BuT the duke of York, befides the family of Nevil, had many other parti.,;. 

zans among the great nobility. Courtney, earl of Devonfhire, defcended frorn 
the royal blood of France, was attached to his interefts : Moubray, duke of 
Norfolk, from his hereditary hatred to the family of Lancafrer, had embraced 
the fame party: And the difcontents_, which univerfally prevailed among the peo
ple, rendered every combination of the great the more dangerous to the eftablifhed . . 
government. 

THe' tRe people were never willing to grant the fupplies neceifJry for keeping 
poffeffion of the conquered provinces in France, they repined extremely at the 
lofs of thefe boafted acquifitions ; and fancied, becaufe a fudden irroption could 
n1ake conquefts, that, without fteddy counfels and an uniform expence, it was 
poffible to maintain them. 'The voluntary ceffion of Maine to the queen's uncle, 
had made then1 fufpeCt treachery in the ]ofs of Normandy and Guienne. They 
fti~l confi ered Margaret as a French woman and a latent enemy of the king
dom. And when they faw her father and all her relations active in promoting 
the fuccefs of the French, they could not be perfuaded, that fl1e, who was all 
powerful in the Engliih council, would very zealouOy oppofe them in their en-. 
terprizes. 
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BuT the moft fatal blow, which was given to the popularity of tHe ~rown and Chap XXI .. 

to the intereft:s of the houfe of Lancafler, was by the airafiination of the virtu- 1 ~5°r 
ous duke of Glocefter, wbofe charaCter, had he been alive:~ would have kept in 
awe the partizans of York, but whofe memory, being extremely cherifhed by the 

· peo.ple, fervcd to throw an infinite odium on all his murderers. By this event 
the reigning family fuffered a double prejudice: It was deprived of its firmeft: 
fupport; and it was loaded with all the infamy of that imprudent and b.1rbarous 
execution. 

As the duke df Suffolk was known to have had an aCtive hand in this 
crime, he partook deeply of the hatred, which attended it; .and the clan1ours, 
which neceifarily rofe againil: him, as prime minifter and declared favo rite of 
the queen, were thereby augmented to a ten-fold pitch, and became abfolutely 
uncontroleable. The great nobility could ill brook to fee a fubjeet exalted 
above them ; much more one who was only great grandfon to a merc.hant, and 
who was of. a birth fo much inferior to theirs. The people complained of his 
arbitrary meafures; which were, in fame degree, a neceffary confequence of tpe 
irregular power then poffeffed by the prince, but which the leaft di[affeCtion eafi.: 
ly magnified into tyranny. The immenfe acquifitions, which he daily made, , 
were the objeCl: of envy; and as they were made at the expence of the crown~ 
which was itfelf reduced to the moft fcandalous poverty, they appeared on that 
account, to all indifferent perfons, the more exceptionable and invidiou~. · 

THE revenues .of the crown, which had long been difproportioned to its power 
and dignity, had oeen extremely dilapidated during the minority of Henry • ; 
both by the rapacity of the courtiers, which the King's uncles could not controul~ 
and by the neceffary expences of the French war, which had always been fo ill 
fupplied by the grants of parliament. The royal demefnes were diffipated, and 
at the fame time the King 'Yas loaded .with a debt of 3 72 )ooo pounds, a fum fo 
immenfe, ~that the parliament could never think of difcharging it. This unhap
py fituation forced the minift:ers upon many arbitrary meafures : The houfehold 
itfelf could not be fupported without ftretching to the utmoft the right of pur
veyance, and rendering it a kind of univerfal robbery upon the people: The pub
lic clamour rofe high upon this occafion, and no one had the equity to make al
lowance for the neceffity of the King's fituation. Suffolk, once become odious, 
bore 'the blame of the whole; and every grievance in every part of the admini
ftration was 1miverfally imputed to his tyranny and injufl:ice. 

• Cotton, p. 6o9. 
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Chap. XXI. THIS nobleman, fenfible of the public hatred under which he laboured,. and 

I 
145ho. forfeeino- an attack from the commons, endeavoured to overawe his enemies, by 

mpeac ment b • • . • 

of the duke of boldly prefenting himfelf to the charge, and by mfifbng upon h1s own Innocence, 
Suffolk. and even upon his merits and thnfe of his family in the public fervice. He rofe 

up in the houfe of peers; took notice of the clamours propagated againft him ; 
and complained, that, after ferving the crown in thirty four campaigns, after fraying 
abroad ft..venteen years without once returning to his own country; after lofing 
a father and three brothers in the wars with F ranee; after being himfe:lf a prifo
ner, and purchafing his liberty by a large ranfom ; it fhoulcl yet be fufpeB:ed, that 
he ·had been rlebauched from his allegiance by that enemy whom lie liad ever op· 
pofed with fuch zeal and fortitude, and that he had betrayed his prince, who 
had rewarded his fervices by the higheil: honours and greateft offices, which it 
was in his power to confer*. This fpeech did not anfwer the purpofe intended. 
rrhe commons, rather the more provoked at his challenge, opened their charge 
againfl: Suffolk, and fent up to the houfe of peer.s an accufation of high treafon, 
divided into feveral articles. They infifted; that he had perfuaded the French . 
King to invade England with an armed force, in order to depofe the King, to 
place on the throne his own fon, John de Ja Pole, whom he intended to marry 
to Margaret, the only daughter of the late John, duke of Somerfet, and to 
whom, he imagined, he would by that means ac~uire a title to the crown: 
That he had contributed to the releafe of the duke of Orleans, in hopes, tnat 
that prince would aid and afi1fl: King Charles in expelling the Englilh from 
1:;-rance, and recovering full poifeffion of His kingdom : That he had afterwards 
encouraged that King to make open war on Normandy and Guienne, and had pro
n1oted his conqu_efts by betraying the fecrets of England, and obfhuB:ing the 
fuccours propofed t9 be fent over to thofe provinces : And that he had, without 
any powers or commifi1on, promifed by treaty to deliver up the provinces of 
M a· ne to Charles of Anjou, and had accordingly delivered it up ; a conceffion, 
which proved in the iifue the chief caufe of the lofs of Normandy f; 

IT is evident, from a review of thefe articles, that the commons adopted 
without enquiry all the popular clamours againft the duke of Suffolk, and charg
ed him with crimes, of which none but the vulgar could ferioufly believe him 
guilty. Nothing can be more incre~ible, than that a nobleman of his rank and 
charaCter could thin I~ of acquiring the crown to his fa-mily, and of~depof1ng Hen
ry. by foreign force, and toget~er wich him, Mar.garet, his patron, a princefs of 
fo much fpirit and penetration. SuffoJk appealed to many noblemen· in the houfe, 

* Cotton, p~ 6H. 
ton> p. 6o7. 
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who knew, that he had intended to marry his fon to one of the co-heirs of the earl Chap. XXI. 

of V\
7 arwic, and was difappointed. in his delign only by the death of that lady : 145°· 

And he obferved, that l.Y1Jrgaret <Jf Somerfet could bring to her hufband no 
tirle. to the crown; becau(e fhe herfelf was not fo much as comprehended in the 
entail, fettled by ad of p,arliament. It is eafy to account for the lofs' of Nor-
mandy and Guienne from the fituation < f affairs in the two kingdoms, without 
fuppofi1 g any treachery in the Englifh miniflers; and it m,1y fafely be affi1 med, that 
greater vigour of council wa. reguiute to defend them from the arms of Charles 
VII. than to conqller them at fir£1: t rom his predece.ffor. It could never be the 
intereft of any Eng.dh m· nifter to betray and a banc) on thefc provinces; much 
1efs of one, who was fo well eftablifhed in his m4frer's favour, who enjoyed fuch 
high honours and ample poff~ffions in his own country, who had nothing o 
dread but the effects of popular hatred, and who could never think, without the 
moft extreme reluCtance, of becoming a fugitive and exile in a foreign land. 
The only article, which carries any face of probability, is his engagement for 
the delivery of Maine to Charles of Anjou ; but Suffolk maintained, with great 
ar.pearance of truth, that this meafure was known and confented to by feveral Olt 

the council board*; and it fcems hard to afcribe to it, as is done by r he parliJmenr, 
the fubftquent lofs of Normandy and expuloon of the EngJifh. Normandy Jay 
open on every fide to the invauon of the French: Maine, an inland province, 
muft foon after have fallen without any attack : And as the .Englifh po.ffeffed in 
other parts more fortreffes than they could garrifon or provide for, it feemed no 
bad policy to contract their force, and to render the defence praeticable, by re-
ducing it into fmaller compafs. · 

TRE commons were probably fenfible, that this charge of treafon ag~nft Suf-
~ folk would not bear a il:riCl: fcrutiny ; and they therefore fent up, foon after, a 

new charge of mifdemeanours, which they alfo divided into feveral articles. They 
affirmed, among other imputations, that he bad procured exorbitant grants from 
the crown, had embezzled the public money, had conferred offices on improper 
perfons, had perverted juftice by maintaining iniquitous caufes, and had proc.rr
ed pardons to notorious offenders t. The articles are moftly general; but are not 
improbable: And as Suffolk feems to have been a bad man and a bad minifrt:r, 
it will not be rafi1 in us to think, that he was guilty, anJ that many of thefe ar
ticJes could have been proved againfi: him. 1 he court was alarmed at the pro
fecution of a favourite minifler, wbo Jay under fu h a load of popular prejudi-

. ces; and an expedient was fallen upon to fave him from prefe-nt ruin. The 
King fent for all the lords, fpiritual and temporal, to his apartment: The prifo- ~ . . 

*! Cotton,. p. 64 3. t Cotto.n, p. 64 3· 
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Chap. XX. ner was produced before them, and afke~ what he could fay in his OWl\ defence "; 
145°· ·He denied the charge; but fubmitted to the King's mercy: Henry expreifed him

felf not to be fatisfied with regard to the fit it bi 11 of treafons; b 1t in confideration of 
the fecond of mifdemeanors, he declared, that, by virtue of Suffolk's own fubmif

Hh baailh~ fion, not by any judicial authority, he banifl1ed him the kingdom during five 
years. The lords remained filent; but fo foon as they returned to their own Jnent 

~ houfe, they entered a proteft:, that this fentencc fhould no wife infringe their pri
vileges, and th:tt if Suffolk had infifi:ed upon his right, and had not fubmitted 
voluntarily to the King's orders, he was intided to a trial by his peers in parli--~ 

ment. 
IT was eafy to fee, that thefe irregular proceedings were meant to favour Suf

folk, and that, as he frill poiTeffed the Queen's confidence, he would,· on the 
firfl:. favour':lble opportunity, be refrored to his country, and be re-infrared in his 
former power and credit. A captain of a veiTel was therefore employed by his 
enemies to intercept him in his paiTage to France: He was feized near Dover; 

and death his head frruck off on the fide of a long boat, and his body thrown into the fea ~. 
No enquiry was n1ade after the authors and accomplices of this atrocious acr of 
violence. 

THE duke of Somerfet fucceeded to Sufr"olk's power in the minifrry, and·cre .. 
dit with the OEeen ; and as he was the perfon, in whofe hands the French pro .. 
vinces were loft, the public, who judge always by the event, foon made him equally 
the objeCl: of their animofity and hatred. The duke of York was abfent in Ire .. 
land during all thefe tranfaCl:ions; and however it might be fufpected, that his 
partizans had excited and fupported the profecution of Suffolk, no immediate 
ground of complaint could, on that account, lie againft him. But there happen-· 
ed foon after an incident, which rouzed the jealoufy of the court, and difcovered 
to them the extreme danger, to which they were expo fed from the pret~nfions of 
that wife and popular prince. 

THE humours of the people, fet afloat by the parliamentary impeachment, and 
by the fall of fo great a favourite as Suffolk, broke out in various commotions, 

Pop?lar infur~ which were foon fuppreiTed ; but there arofe one in Kent, which was likely to 
retl:IOn. have been attended with more dangerous confequences. A man of low condition, 

one John Cade, a native of Ireland, who had been obliged to fly into France for 
his crimes, obferved on his return the difcontents of the people; and he laid on 
them the foundation of projeCl:s, which were at firfl: attended with furprizing fuc
cefs. He took the name of John Mortimer, intending, as is fuppofed, to paf5 
himfelf for a fon of that fir John Mortimer, who had been fentenced to death by 

• Hall, fol. 158. Hi!t Croyland. contin. p. 525. Stowe, p. 388. Grafton, p. 6ro. 
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parliament, and executed in the beginning of this reign, without any trial or evi
dence, merely upon an indictment of high treafon, given in a gait a him ·:!< . On 
the firft mention of that popular n.ame, the common people of Kent, to the num
ber of 2 o,coo, flod~ed to Cade's fiandard ; and he excited their zeal, by pu -
lifhing complaints againfl: the numerous abufes of government, and demanding 
redrefs of their grievances. The court, not yet fu:ly fenfib!e of the danger., fent: 
a fmall force againft the rioters, under' the command of fir Humphrey Stafford, 
who was den ated and ilain in an acrion near Sevenoke t; and Cade, advancing. 
with his followers towards London, encamped on Black- heath. 'rho' elated by 
his vicrory, he ftiJI maintained the appearance of moderation ; and fending the 
court a very plaufible lift of grievances t , he promifed, th. t, when thefe were 
redreffed, and when lord Say, the treafurer, and Cromer, high !heriff of Kent 
were punilhed for their malverfations, he would immediately lay down his arms. 
Th~ council, who obferved, that nobody was willing to fight againft men fo rea·, 
fonable in their pretenfions, carried the King, for prefent fafety, to Kenii worth ; 
and the city immediately opened their gates to Cade, who maintained, eh ring 
fome time, great order and difcipline among his followers. He always led then1 
out into the fields during the night· time; and publilhed fevere edicts againft plun
der and violence of every kind : But being obliged, in order to g ratify their 
malevolence againft Say and Cromer, to put thefe minifters to death without a 

' legal trial §; he found, that, after the commiffion of this crime, he was no 1ongei 
rnafter of their riotous difpofition, and that all his orders were negleB:ed 11· They 
broke into a rich houfe, which they plundered ; and the citizens, alarmed witl1 
this aCl: of violence, fhut their gates againft them, and being feconded by a de
tachment of foldiers, fent them by lord Scales, governor of the tower, th~y re. 
pulfed the infurgents with great !laughter -f. The Kentilhmen were fo difcou
raged with this blow, that, upon receiving a general pardon from the primate 
then chancellor, they retreated towards Rochefter, and then difperfed. The par
don was foon after annulled, as b ~ing extorted by violence: A price was fet on 
Cade's head *, \ ho was killed by one Id en, a gentleman of Su!fex; and many of 
his followers were capitally punifhed for their rebellion. 

* Stowe, p. 364. Cotton, p. s64. This author admires, that fuch a piece ofinjuftice !hould have 
been committeJ in peaceable times: He m ight have aJded, and by fuch drtuous princes as Be,Vord and 
Glocelter. But it is to be prefumed, that Mortimer was guilty; tho' hi5 con emnation wa- highly 
irregular and i legal. The people had at this time a very feehle fcnfe of law and a confiitution ; and 
power was very imperfectly reftrained by thefe limits ·when the proceedings of a par1ian1ent were 
fo irregular, it is eafy to imagine, trat thofe of a king would be more fo. t Hall. fi>l. 159· 
Holingfhed, p. 63+· t Stowe, p. 388, 389. Ho1ingfued, p. 633. § Grafton, p. 612a 

tt Hall, fol. ,16o. + HiLt Croyl. contio. p. 526. ~ Rymer, voL 11. P· 275· 

·. 
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Chap. XXI. IT was imagined by the court, that the duke of York had fecretly inftigated 

145o. Cade to this attempt, in order to make an experiment of the difpofitions of the 

people towards his title and family*: And as the trial had fucceeded t<? his wiili, 

the ruling party had greater reafon than ever to apprehend the future confequences 

of his pretenfions. At the fame time, they heard that he intended to return from 

Ireland; and fearing, that he meant to bring an armed force along with him, 

they iffued orders, in the King's name, for oppofing him, and for refufing him 

.accefs into England t. But the duke difarmed his enemies by coming attended 

with no more than his ordinary retinue : The precautions of the minifters ferved 

only to ihew him their jealoufy and ma_lignity againft him : He was fenfible, that 

his title, by being dangerous to the King, was alfo become dangerous to himfelf: 

:f-Ie now faw the impoffibility of remaining in his prefent fituation, and the necef

fity of proceeding forward in fupport of his cJaim. His partizans, therefore, 

were inftruCt:ed to maintain in all companies, his right by fuccefiion, and by the 

eftablifhed laws and conftitution of the kingdom: Thefe queftions became every 

day more and more the fubjeB: of converfation : The minds of n1en were infen

fibly' fharpened againft each other by difputes, before they came to more danger· 

ous extremities : And various topics were pleaded in fupport of the pretenfions of 

each part~. · 

The parties of THE partizans of the houfe of Lancall:er maintained, that tho' the exaltation 

Lancafter_and of Henry IV. might at firft ... be deemed fomewhat irregular, and could not be 

York. juftified by any of thofe principles, on which that prince chofe to refl: his title, 

it was yet founded on general confent, was a national aCt, and was derived from 

the voluntary approbation of a free people, who, being loofened from their alle

giance by the tyranny of the preceding government, were moved by gratitude, as 

well as by a fenfe of public interet1, to commit the fceptre into the hands of 

their deliverer : That even if that eftablifhment were allowed to he at firft invalid, 

it had acquired folidity by time, the only principle which ultimately gives autho

rity to government, and removes thofe fcruples, which the irregular fteps, attend

ing all revolutions, naturally excite in the minds of the people : q'hat the right 

of fucceffion was a rule ad~1itted only for general good, and for the maintenance 

of public order ; and could never be pleaded to the overthrow of nati-onal tran

quiliry, and the fubverfion of regular eftablifhments: That the principles of Ji. 

berty, no 1efs than the maxims of internal peace, were injured by thefe rretenfions 

of the houfe of York ; and if fo many re-iterated aCts of the legifiature, by which 

the crown was entailed on the prefent family, were now invalidated, the Englifli 

nation n1uft be confidered, not as a free people who could difpofe of their own 

· • Cotton, p. 661. Stowe, p. 39 r. t Stowe, p. 39~ 
govern· 
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:government, but as a troop of flaves, who were implicitly tranfmitted by fuc ... Chap. x ... 
cefiion from one hand to another: That the nation was bound to allegiance un- 145°· 
der the houfe of Lancafter by moral, no lefs than by political duty ; and were they 
to infring~ tho(e numerous oaths of feaLy, which they had fworn to Henry and 
his numerous predecdfors, they would thenceforth be fo thrown loofe f1om all 
principles, that it would be found difficult ever after to fix and reil: rain them : 
That the duke of Yorl,.. himfelf had frequently done homage to the King as his 
lawful fovereign, and had thereby, in the moft folemn manner, made an indireCt 
renunciation of thofe claims, with which he now dared to difl:urb the tranquility 
of the public: That even tho' the violation of the rights of blood, made on the 
depofition of Richard, was perhaps ral11 and imprudent, it was now too late to 
remedy the mifchief; the danger of a difputed fucceffion could no 1onger be ob
viated; the people, accuflomed to a government, which, in the hands of the late 
King, had been fo glorious, and in that of his predeceffi)r, fo prudent and fait
tary, would ftill afcribe a right to it; by caufing multiplied diforders, and by £bed
ding an inundation of blood, the advantage would only be obtained, of exchang~ 
ing one pretender for another ; and the houfe of York itfelf, if efiablifhed on the 
throne, would, on the firfl: opportunity, be expofed to thofe revolutions, which 
the giddy fpirit, excited in the people, gave fo much reafon to apprehend : And 
t.hat tho' the prefent King enjoyed not the £hining talents, which had appeared in 
his father and grandfather, he might frill have a fon, who fhould be endowed with 
them; he was himfelf eminent for the moft harmlefs and inoffenfive manners; and 
if active princes were dethroned on pretence of tyranny, and indolent ones on the 
plea of incapaci~y, there would thenceforth remain in the conftitution no ftttled 
and efl:ablifrled rule of obedience to any fovereign. 

THESE ftrong topics in favour of the houfe 'of Lancafi:er, were oppofed by ar· 
gumcr..ts no lefs convincing on the fide of the houfe of York. The partizans of 
.this Jat~er family afferted, that the maintenance of order in the fucceffion of prin
ces, fo far from incroaching on the rights of the people, or invalidating their full
damental title to good go\·ernment, was efrablilhed only for the purpofes of go
vernment, and ferved to prevent thofe numberlefs confufions, which muft enfue, 
if no rule was followed but the uncertain and difputed views of prefent conveni
ence and advdntage: That the fame maxims, which enfured the public peace, 
were alia falutary to national liberty; the privileges of the people could only be 
maintained by the obfervance of laws; and if no account was made of the rights 
of the fovereign, it could lefs be expected, that any regard would be paid to the 
property and freedom of the fubject : That it was never too I te to con·eEt any . 
pernicious precedent; an unjuft efrablifh.ment, the longer it fiood, acquired the 

V ')L. H. 3 B greater 
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greater fanction and validity ; it could, with more appearance of reafon, be 
pleaded as an authority for a hke injuO:ice; and the maintenance of it, infl:ead of 
favouring public tranquility, tended to di~joint every principle, by which human 
fociety was fupported: That ufurpers would be happy, if their prefent poffeffion 
of power, or their continuance for a few years, could convert them into legal 
princes ; but nothing would be more mif'erable than the people, if all refl:raints 
on violence and amb1tion were thus removed, and a full fcope given to the at
tempts of every turbulent innovator: That time indeed b~ftowed a folidity on go
vernment, whofe firft foundation was the mofl: infirm ; but it acquired a long courfe 
of time to operate this effect, and the total extinction of thofe claimants, whofe 
title was built on the original principles of the confl:itution: That the depoution 
of Richard, and the advancement of fienry IV. were not deliberate national aCts; 
but the refult of the levity and violence of the people, and proceeded from thofe 
very defects in human nature, which the eftab1i1hment of political fociety, and of 
an order in fucceffion, was calculated to prevent : That the fubfequent entails of 
the crown were a continuance of the fame violence and ufurpation ; they were not 
ratified by the legiilature, fince the confent of the rightful King was ftill wanting ; 
and the acquiefcence, firft of the family of Mortimer, then of that of the family of 
York, proceeded from prefent neceffity, and implied no renunciation of their 
pretenfions : That the reftoration of that order of fucceffion, could not be confi
dered as a change, which familiarize~ the people to revolutions; but as a cor
rection of former changes, which had itfelf encouraged the giddy fpirit of inno
vation, rebellion, and difobedience : And that as the original title of Lancaffer 
fiood only, in the perfon of Henry IV. on prefent convenience, even this principle, 
tmjuftifiable as it was, when not fupported by laws, and warranted by the con
flitution, h~1d now entirely gone over to the other fide; nor was there any com
parifon between a prirtce utterly unable to fway the fcepter, and governed entirely 
by corrupt minifl:ers, or by an imperious ~een, engaged in foreign and hofiile 
interefts ; and a prince of mature years, of approved wifdom and experience, a 

native of England, the lineal heir of the crown, who by his reftoration wonld 
replace every thing on their antient foundations. . 

So many plauiible arguments could be urged on both fi0es of this interefting 
quefl:ion, that the people were extremely divided in their fentiments ; and tho' 

the noblemen of greateft power and influence feem to have embraced the party 
of York, the oppofite caufe had the advantage of being fupported by the prefent 
laws, and by the immediate poffeffion of royal authority. There were alfo many 
great noblemen of the Lancaftrian party, who ballanced the power of their anta-

. o-onifts; and kept the nation in fufpence between them. The earl of Northum-
l berland 
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berland adhered to the prefent government: 1'he earl of Wefrmoreland, in fpite Cilap. x, . 
of his conneB:ions with the duke of York, and with the family of Nevil, of which 1 )O. 

he was the head, was brought over to the fame party; and the whole nortl of 
England, the moft warlike part of the kingdom, w.1s, by means of thefe two potent 
noblemen, engaged warmly in the interefts of Lancafter. Edmund Beaufort, 
duke of Somerfet, and his brother Henry, were great fLipports of that caufe; as 
were alfo Henry Holland, duke of Exeter, Stafford, duke of Buckingham, 
the earl of Shrewfbury, the lord Clifford, lord Dudley, lord Scales, lord Audley, 
and other noblemen. 

WHILE the kingdom was in this fituation, it might naturally be expected, 
that fo many turbulent barons, poffdfed of fo much independant authority, 
would immediately have flown to arms, and have decided the quarrel, after 
their ufual manner, by war and battle, under the ftandard of the contending 
princes. But there were ftill many caufes, which retarded thefe defperate ex
tremities, and made a long train of faCl:ion, intrigue and cabal, precede the mi
litary operations. By the gradual progrefs of arts in England, as well as in other 
parts of Europe, the people were now become of fome confequence ; laws were 

' beginning to be refpeeted by them ; and it was requifite, by various pretence'"-, 
previouOy to reconcile their minds to the overthrow of fuch an ·antient eftabJil11-
n1ent as that of the houfe of Lancafter, ere their concurrence could reafonably be 
expeCted. The duke of York himfelf, the new claimant, \Vas of a very mo
derate and cautious charaCter, an enemy to violence, and inclined to truft rather 
to time and policy, than to fanguinary meafures, for the fuccefs of his pretenfions; 
The very imbecillity itfelf of Henry tended to keep the factions in fufpence, and 
made them fiand long in awe of each other: It rendered the Lancaftrian party 
unable to fl:rike any violent blow againft their enemies ; it encouraged the York
ifis to hope, that, after b.milliing the King's rniniilers, ~nd getting pofieffion 
of his perfon, they might gradually undermine his authority, and be able., with
out the perilous experiment of a civil war, to change the fucceffion, by parlia
mentary and legal authority. 

Trn: difpofition, which appeared in a parliament, a!fcmblc-d foon after t ear- r.rr. 
rival of che duke of Yorl· from Ireland, favoured thele expel'tation , and both dif- 1 

d . l b Id r . 1 d f. f l . 6th Nov. covere an unufua o ne1s m t 1e commons, an wpre a proo o t. e gencr.d dil-
contents which prevailed again£1: the adminiH:ration. The low r h o ~1fe, w·tl out zny 
1 revious enquiry or exiimination, witho lt al1edging any other . c'l ufe than common 
fame, ventured to prefent an addrefs againfl: the duke of Somerfer, the dutch"'is 
·f Suffolk, the bifhop of Chefte~, Sir John ~utton lord Dudley, and fevcral 
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others of inferior rank ; and they prayed the King to remove them for. ever from 
his perfon and councils, and to prohibit them from approaching within twelve 
miles of the court*. This was a violent attack, fomewhat arbitrary, and 
fupported but by few precedents, againft the miniftry ; yet the King dnrft not 
entirely and ope·nly oppofe it: lie replied, that, except the lords, he would ba
ni!h all the others from court during a year, unlefs he had occafion for their af
fiftance in fuppreo:lng any rebellion. At the fame time, he reje:led a bill, which 
had paffed both houfes for attainting the late duke of Suffolk, and which dif 
covered a very general prejudice againft the meafures of the court. 

THE duke of York, trufring to thele fymptoms, raifed an army of Io,ooo 
n1en, with which he marched towarJs London; demanding a reformation of the 
government, and the removal of the duke of Somerfet from all his power and 
authority t. He found unexpeCledly the gates of the city ihut againfi hin1; and 
on his retreating into Kent, he was followed by the King at the head of a fuperior 
anny ; in which feveral of Richard's friends, particularly Salifbury and Warwic 
appeared; probably with a view of n1ediating between the parties, and of fecond
ing, on occafion, the duke of York's pretenfions. A parley enfued ; Richard ftiil 
infifl:ed upon the removal of Somerfet, and his fubmitting to a trial in parlia
ment : The court pretended to comply with his demand ; and that nobleman 
was put under an·efl: :. The duke of York was then perfuaded to pay. his re
fpeCls to the King in his tent ; and on repeating his charge againfi the duke of 
Somerfet, he was furprized to fee that rninifler ftep from behind the curtain, and~ 

offer to jufl:ify his innocence. Richard now found, that he was betrayed ; that 
he was in the hands of his enemies; and that it was become neceffary, for his. 
own fafety, to lower his pretenfions. No violence, however, was attempted 
againft him : Tpe nation was not in a difpofition to bear the deitrutlion of fo po
·pular a prince : He had many friends in Henry's army : And his fon, who was 
not in the power of the court, might ftill be able to revenge his death on all his 
enemies : He was therefore difmiffed ; and he retired to his feat at \Yigmore on 

the borders of vVales t· 
WHILE the duke of York lived· in this retreat, there happened an incide-nt, 

which, by encrealing the public difcontents, proved favourable to his hopes. 
Several Gafcon lords, affeClionate to the Engli!h government, and difgu'led 
with the new dominion of the French, came to London, and offered to return 
to their allegiance under Henry !!· The earl of Shrewfbury, with a body of Sooo 

~ Parliamentary Hi!l:ory, vol. 2. p. 263. 
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men, was fcnt over to fu"port them. Bounl: aL x opet ed its gates to Lim : l-Ie Chap. , I. 
n. f r 1 I LV3· made himfe f m alter o- Fromac, Caf il on, and fome other places: Iiis a~airs 1 ore 

for fome rime a proi~erous alpeE.t: But a· King Charles h,!ftcned to refi 11: this lLwger- zct11 Ju1y. 
ous invaf1on, the fortunes of d .. e Englifh were t lt'n reverfed ; Shre'Nfb~1ry, a ve-

nerable warrior above c:ighty years of age, w~s kill ·d in battle; his conqucfb 
were lofl:; Bourdeaux was <:gain obliged to fubmit to the French King·:+<; and 
ail hopes of recovering that province vvere for ever extinguitbcd. 

THo' the Englifb might deem themfdves hJppy to be f<~irly rid of dif1:ant <. omi-
nions, \\hich were of no ufe to them, and which they never cotJid def~nd ag, inft 
the growing power of France; they expreffc:d gre,lt difcontent on this occail m; 
and they threw all the blame on the minifhy, who had not b~en ab! to efT·ct 
impoffibilities. While they were in this dilpofition, the birth of a fon to I-Ienry, qth Oc1oLer 

who was baptized under the name of Ed wa~d, was deemed no joyful inci ient; 
and as it removed all hopes of the peaceable fucceffion of the dulc of York, 
who was othe. wife, in the right of his father, antl by the L:.ws en a ed once the 
acceffion of the houfe of Lancailer, next heir to the crown, ic ha i rather a ten-
dency to inflame the quarrel between the parties. But the duke was incapable 
of violent councils ; and ev·en when no vifible obftacle lay betwe~n him and the 
throne, he was prevented by his own fcruples from mounting it. I1enry, al \Vays 

unfit to exercife the government, fell at this time into a dil1emper, which fo 
far encreafed his natural imbecillity, that it rendere 1 him incapable of maintain
ing even the appearance of royalty. The ~1een and the council, deftitute of this 
fupport, found themfelves unable to refift the Y orl,. party ; and they were obliged 
to yield t~ the torrent. They fent Somerfet to the Tower; and appointed 
Richard lieutenant of the kingdom, with powers to open and hold a feffion of 
parliament t. That aifembly alfo, taking intv confideration the ftate of the 
kingdom, created him proteCtor during pleafure. Men, who thus entrufred royal 
authority to one, who had fuch evident and fhong pretenfions to the Grown, 
were not furely averfe to his taking immediate and full poffeffion of it. Yet the 
duke, infl:ead of pu!hing them to make farther conceffions, appeared fomewhat 
timid and irrefolute even in receiving that power which w~s tendered to him. 
·He defired, that it might be recorded in parliament, that this authority \Vas 
conferred on him of their own free motion, without any application on 

his part: He expreifed his hopes, that they would affift him in the exer
cife of it : He made it a condition of his acceptance, that the other lords, 
who were appointed to be of his council, fhould alfo accept of that truft, and 
fhould exercife it: And he required, that all the powers of his office f11ould be 

~ Polyd. Virg p 501. Grafton) p. 623. t Rymer, vol. 1 I. p 3++· 
fpecified. 
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Chap. XXI. fpecified and defined by aB: of parliament. This moderation of Richard was cer-
•+S+· tainly very unufual and very amiable ; but it was attended with bad confequence~ 

in the prefent ftate of affairs, and by giving time for the animofitir:s of faction 
to arife and ferment, it proved the fource of all thefe furious wars and commo
tions, which enfued. 

THE enemies of the duke of York foon found it in their power to make ad van .. 
tage of his exceffive caution. I-Ienry having fo far recovered from his diftem
per, as to carry the appearance of exercifing the royal power; they moved him 
to refume his authority, to annul the regency of the duke, to releafe Somerfet 
from the Tower *, and to commit the adminit1ration into tl.1e hands of that no-

I455· bleman. Richard, fenfiblt:! of the dangers, which might attend his former ac
ceptance of the parliamentary commiffion, fi1ould he fubmit to the annulling of 
it, levied an army ; but frill without advancing any pretenfions to the crown. 
He complained only of the King's minifters, an demanded a reformation of the 

l<'irll: battle of government. .A battle was fought at St. Albans, in which the Yorkifts were 

~~dA~:;~· fuperior, and without fuffering any lofs on their fide, ilew above sooo of their 
enen1ies ; among whom were the duke of Somerfet, the earl of Northumberland, 
the earl of Stafford, eldeft fon to the duke of Buckmgham, lord Clifford, and 
n1any other perfons of diftintl:ion t. The King himfelf fell into the hands of the 
duke of York, who treated him with great refpetl: and tendernefs: He was only 
obliged ~which he regarded as no hardfhip) to commit the wh-.le authority of 
the crown into the hands of his rival. 

THIS was the firft blood fpilt in that fatal quarrel, which was not finifi1ed 
in lefs than a courfe of thirty years, which was fignalized by twelve pitched 
battles, which opened a fcene of extraordinary fiercenefs and cruelty, is computed 
to have cofr the lives of eighty princes of the blood, and almoft entirely annihilated 
:the antient nobility of England. The ftrong attachments, which, at ~hat time, 
n1en of the fame kindred bore to each other, and th~ vindictive fpirit which was 
confidered as a point of honour, rendered the great families implacable in their re .. 
fentments, and widened every mon1ent the breach between the parties. Yet af· 
fairs did not immediately proceed to the ]aft extremities: The nation was kept 
for fome time in fu fi)ence: The vigor and fpirit of ~1een Margaret, fup
porting her fmall power, frill rroved a ballaoce to the great authority of Richard, 

9th July. which was checked by hi'i irrefolute temper. A parliament, which was foon after 
afTembled, difcovered plainly by the contrariety of their proceedings, the contra-

* Rymer, vol. 1 I. p. 361. Holingfhed, p. 642. Graft,mJ p. 6z6. t Stowl~,. p. 399· 
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riety of the tn tiv ", by which they were actuated. They granted the Yorkifts 
a g ~er 1 indemnity ; and they refl:ored the protcctorfhip to the duke, who in 
nccepting it, ftill perfevered in all his former precautions : But at the fame time, 
they renewed their oaths of fealty to Henry, and fixed the continuance of the 
lrotecrorfhip to the majority of his eldeft fon Edward, who was invefted in the 

ufu.d dignities of prince of Wales, duke of Cornwal, and earl of Chefler. The 
only de ifive acr, paffed by this parliament, was ~ full refumption of all the 
grants, which had been made fince the death of Henry V. and which had re
duceJ tLe crown to the moa fcandalous poverty. 

IT was not found difficult to wreft power from hands fo little tenacious as thofe 
of the duke of York. Margaret, availing herfelf of that prince's abfence, pro
duced her hufband before the houfe of lords ; and as his ftaFe of health permitted 
him at, that time to act his part with fome tolerable decency, he declared his 
intentions to refume the government, and to put an end to Richard's authority. 
'"This meafure, being unexpeCled, was not oppofed by the contrary party: The 
houfe of lords, who were many of them difgufi:ed with the late act of refumption, 
aifented to Henry's propofal : And the King was accordingly declared to be re
inftated in his fovereign authority. The duke of York even acquiefced in this 
irregular act of the peers ; and no dillurbance enfued. Bttt that prince's claim to 
the crown ·was too well known, and the fteps, which he had taken to promote 
it, were too evident, ever to allow uncere truft and confidence to have place be
tween the parties. The court retired to Coventry, and invited the duke of York 
and the earls of Salifbury ana W arwic to attend the King's perfon. As they 
were on the road, they received intelligence, th~:t defigns were formed by their 
t!nemies againft their liberties and Jives. Thty immediately feparated themfelves; 
Richard withdrew to his' cart le of Wigmore in the county of Hereford: Salifbury 
to Middltham in Yorldhire: And Warwic to his government of Calais, which 
had been committed to him after the battle of St. Albans, and whi(:h, as it gave 
him the command of the only regular military force mai ntained by England, was 
of the utmoft importance in the pref~.:nt juncture. Still, men of peaceable dif
pofitions, and among the rdl Bourchier, 'rchbifhop ·of Canterbury, ~hought it 
not too late to interpofe with their good offices, in order to prevent that effufion 
of blood, with which the kingdom was threatened ; and the awe, in which 
each party ftood of the other, rendered their mediation for fome time fuccef! ful. 
It was agreed, that all the great leaders on both fides fhould meet in London, 
and be folemnly reconciled. The duke of York and his partizans came thicher 
rvith numerous retinues, and took up their quarters near each other for nnlCual 

fecurity 

Chap. XXI. 
1455· 



Chap. X~I 
q;8. 

Battle of 
Blare hea.h. 
z3d Septr. 

H I. S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

fccurity. The chieftains of the Lancaftrian party ufed the fame precaution. The 
mayor, at the head of scoo men, kept a ftriB: guard, night and day; and was 
extremely vigilant in maintaining peace between them*. Terms were adjufred, 
which-took not away the ground of difference. An outward reconciliation only 
was procured: And in order to nc.tify this accord to the whole people, a folemn 
proceffion to St. Paul's was appointed, where the duke of York led queen Mar
garet, and a chiLftain of one party marched hand in hand with a chieftain of the 
oppofite t. The lefs real cordiality prevailed, the more were the exterior de
monfirations of friendihip and amity redoubled. But it was evident-to all men • • 
of fenfe, that a conteft for a crown could not thus be peaceably accommodated; 
that each party on!y watched for an op. ortunity of fubve~ting the other; and 
that much b!ood muft yet be fpilt, ere the nation could be reftored to perfeCt 
tranquillity, or enjoy a fettled and eH:abli!bed government~ 

EVEN the fmallefi: accident, without any formed defign, was fufficient, in the 
prcfent difpofition of mens minds, to diffolve the feeming amity between the 
parties ; and had the intentions of the leaders been ever fo amicable, they would 
have found it difficult to rdl:rain the animofity of their followers. One of the 
King's retinue infultcd one of the earl C>f v\Tarwic's: Their companions on each 
fide took part in the quarrel: A fierce combat enfued ; The earl apprehended his 
life to be aimed at: l-Ie fled over to his government at Calais :J: ; and both par· 
ties, in every county of England, openly ~ade preparations for deciding the 

contefr by war and arms. 
THE earl of Salifbury, marching to join the duke of York, was overtaken, at 

Blore-heath on the borders of Staffordfhire, by lord Audley, who commanded 
much fuperior forces; and a fmall rivulet with fteep banks ran between the two 
armies. Salifbury here fupplied his defeEt in numbers by ftratagem; a refine
ment, of which there oc ur few inftances in the Englifh civil wars, where a 

headlong courage, more than military conduct, is commonly to ce remarked. 
l-Ie feigned a retreat, and allured Audley to follow him with precipitation: But 
when part of the royal army had paffed the brook, Salifbury fuddenly turned 
upon them ; and partly by the fur.prize, partly by the divifion of the enemies 
forces, put them to rout: The ex.:tmple of flight was followed by the reft of the 
army : And. Salifbury, obtaining a complete viCtory, re,1ched the general rende.z-

vous of the Y orkifts at Ludlow §: 

* f:abim Chron. anno 14)8. The author fays, that fome lords brought 90-:> retainers, fome Coo. 

!lone lefs than 4-oo. See alfo Grafton, p. 633· t Holingfhed, p. 6+8. Poly. Virg. P· 506. 
'rafton, p. 634• t Grafton, p. 635• § Holingn1ed, p. 6f~· Graf.on, P· 936. 
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THE earl of \Varwic brought over to this rendezvous a choice body of vete- Chap. XX. 
r:ans from Calais, on whom, it was thought, the fortune of the war would much 1459· 

depend ; but this reinforcement proved, in the iffi1e, the ruin of the duke of 
York's party. When the royal army approached, and a general action was every 
hour expected, Sir Andrew Trollop, who commanded the Veterans, deferted to 
the King in the night-time ; and the Yorkifts were fo difmayed by this infl:ance 
of treachery, which made every man apprehenfive of his fellow, that they feparated 
next day without ftriking a ftroke * : The duke of Y orl· fled to · Ireland : The 
earl of W arwic, attended by many of the other leaders , efcaped to his government of 
Calais; where his great populanty among all orders of men in the ktngdom, 
particularly among the military, foon drew to him partizans, and rendered his 
power very formidable. The friends of the houfe of York in England kept 
themfelves every where in readinefs to rife on the firi1: fummons from their 
leaders. 

AFTER meeting with fome fucceffes at fea, W~rwic landed in Kent, with the 14Co. 

earl of Salifbury, and the earl of Marc he, tldeft fon to the duke of York ; an~ 
being met by the primate, the lord Cobham, and other perfons of difiinfti n, he 
marched, amidft the acclamations of the people, to London. The· city immcdi · 
ately opened its ·gates to him ; and his troops encrc.d1ng on every day 's march, 
he foon found himfelf in a condition to face the royal anny) which ha .l ened from 
Coventry to attack him. The battle was fought at Northam pton; and was foon B_;mle of 

decided againft the royalifts by the infidelity of lord Grey of Ruthin, who, com- ~o~~ thamp
n1anding Henry's vanguard, deferted to the enemy during the heat of aCtion, xoth July. 
and fpread a confternation thro' the troops. The duke of Buckingham, the earl 
of Shrewfbury, the lords Beaumont and Egremont, and Sir "\Villiam Lucie were 
killed in the action or purfuit : The fiaughter fell chi..,fly on the gentry and nobi-
lity ; the common people were fpared by orders of the earls of W arwic and 
Marchet. Henry himfelf, that empty !hadow of a King, was again taken prifoner; 
and as the innocence and fimplicity of his manners, which bore the appearance 
_of fanCtity, had procured him the tender regard of the people :j:, the e:ul of \Var-
wic and the other leaders took care to diftinguifh themftlves by their ref, ecHul 
demeanour towards him. • 

A parliament was fummoned in the King's name, and met at \Ve11minfter; ~ f30·l~ntmbe • 
1 t .l L o -.r. 

where the duke of York foon after appeared from Ireland. This prince had ne-
ver hitherto advanced openly any claim to the crown: l-Ie had only comph.ined 
of ill n1inifters, and demanded a redrefs of grievances : And even in the prerent 

• Holingfhed j p. 6so. Grafton, p. 5 3i. 

VoL. II.-. 
t Stowe, p. 409 . 
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crifis, when the parliament was furrounded by his viCtorious army,. he fhowed 
fuch a reo-ard to law and liberty, as is very unufual during the prevalence of a 
party in :ny civil diffenfions ; and was fl:ill lefs to be expeCl:ed, in thofe violent 
and licentious times. He advanced towards the throne ; and being met by the 
archbifhop of Canterbury, who afked him, whether he had yet paid his refpects 
to the King? he replied, that he knew of none to whOln h~ owed that title. He 
then fl:ood near the throne *, and addreffing himfelf to the houf~ of peers, he 
gave them a deduCl:ion of his title by defcent, tnentioned the cruelties by which 
the houfe of Lancafter had paved at firft their way to fcJvereign power, infifted on 
the calamities which had attended the government of Henry, exhorted them to 
return into the right path, by doing jufi.ice to the lineal fuccelfor, and thus p}ead
ed his caufc before them as his natural and lawful judges t. This cool and mo
derate manner of demanding a crown, in imidated his friends and difcouraged his 
enemies: The lords remained in fufpence :f: ; and no one ventured to utter a word 
on this occafion. Richard, who had probably expeCted, that the peers would 
have invited him to place himfelf on the throne, was much difappointed at their 
filence ; but defiring them to reflect on what he had propofed to them, he depart
ed the houfe. The peers took the matter under conficferation, with as great tran
quility, as if it had been a common fubjeB: of debate: They defired the affift
ance of fame confiderable members among the commons in their deliberations : 
They heard, in feveral fucceffive days, the reafons aHedged for the duke of York: 
They even ventured to propofe objeCtions to his claim, founded on former entails 
of the crown, and on the oaths of fealty fworn to the houfe of Lancafter §: 
They alfo obferved, that, as Richard had all a]ong born the arms of York, not 
thofe of Clarence, he could not claim as fucceffor to the latter family : And after 
receiving anfwers to tbefe objections, derived from the violence and power by 
which the houfe of Lancafter fupported thei~ prefent poffeffion of the crown; they 
v.entured at laft to pronounce a decifion. Their fentence was calcolated, as far as 
poffible, to pleafe both parties: They declared the title of the duke of York to 
be certain and indefeafible ; but in confideration, tLat F-: enry had enjoyed the 
crown, without dirpute or controverfy, during the courfe of thirty-eight yean, 
they determined that he lhould continue to poffefs the title and dignity during the 
remainder of his life ; ·that the adminifl:ration of the governme-nt, meanwhile, 
ihould remain with Richard, that he iliould be acknowleged the true and lawf~t 
heir of the monarchy, that every one fhould fwear to maintain his fi1c<:effion, that 
it fhould be treafon to attempt his life, and that all former fettlements of the 

• _Holingfuecl, p. 65 5· 
Grafton, p. 645 · 

t Cotton, p. 665. Grafton, p. 643. 
§ Cotton, p. 666. 

t Holingfhed, P· 657· 
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crown, in this and the two la({ reigns, fhould be abrogated and refcinded *. The Chap XXI. 
duke of York acquiefced in this decifion : Henry himfelf, being a prifoner, could 1 460• 

not oppofe it: E~en if he had enjoyed his liberty, he would not probably have 
felt any violent reluctance againft it : And the act thus paired with the unanimous 
confent of the whole 1egifiative body. Tho' the mildnefs of this compromife is 
chiefly to be afcribed to the moderation of the duke of York, it is impoffible 
not to obferve in thofe tranfaClions vifible marks-of a higher regard to law, and a 
more fixed authority, enjoyed by parliament, than has appeared in any former 
period of ~nglifh hittory. 

IT is probable, that the duke of York, .without employing either menaces or 
violence, could have obtained from the commons a fettlement more confiftent 
and uniform : But as many, if not all the members of the upper houfe, had re
ceived grants, conceffions, or dignities, during the laft fixty years, when the 
houfe of Lancafrer was poffe!fed of the government, they were afraid of inva
lidating their own titles by too fudden and violent an overthrow of that fa m· y ; 
and in thus temporizing between the parties, they fixed the throne on a bafis, up
on which it could not poffibly ftand. The duke, apprehending his chief dan
ger to a ife from the genius and fpirit of ~1een Margaret, fought a pretence for 
banilhing her entirely the kingdom ; and for that purpofe, he fent her, in the 
King's name, a fummons to come immediately to London ; intending, in cafe of 
her difobedience, to proceed to extremities againft her. But the queen needed not 
this menace to excite her aCtivity in behalf of the rights of her family. After 
the defeat at Northampton, fhe had fled with her infant fon to Durham, and from 
t ence to Scotland ; but foon returning, fhe applied to the northern barons, and 
emp oyed every motive to procure their affiftance. Her affability, infinuation, 
and addrefs, qualities in which fhe exce1Jed; her careifes, her promi'fes wrought 
a powerful effect on every one who approached her: The admiration of her 
great qualities was fucceeded by compaflion towards her helplefs conqition : The 
nobility of that quarter, who regarded themfelves as the moft warlike of the 
kingdom, were moved by indignation to find the fouthern b.1rons difpofe of the 
crown and fettle the government : And that they might allure the people to their 
ftandard, they promifed them the fpoiis of all the provinces on the other fide the · 
Trent. By thefe means, the Queen had collected an army twenty thoufand 
ftrong, with a celerity yvhich was neither expected by her friends, nor apprehended 
by her enemies. 

THE duke of York, informed of her appearance in the north, hafiened thither 
with a body of sooo men, to fupprefs, as he imagined, the beginnings of an 

"* Cotton, p. 666. Grafcon, p. 647. 
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Chap. XX. I. infurreB:ion ; when, on his arrival at W akefield, he found hinifelf fo much out,. 
146o. numbered by his enemies. He threw himfelf into Sandal cafl:le, which was fitu-

ated in the neighbourhood; and he was advifed by the earl of Salifbury, and other 
prudent counfellors, to remain in that fortrefs, till his fon, the earl of Marche, 
who was levying forces in the borders of \Vales, could advance to his affiftance *· 
But the duke, tho' deficient in political courage, poffdfed perfonal bravery to an 
eminent degree ; and notwithfl:anding all his wifdom and experience, he thou.:5ht, . 
that he ihould be forever difgraced, if, by taking fl1elter behind walls, he !hould 

J3attle of fo r a moment rt fign the viCtory to a woman. He defcended into the plain, and 
\\'akct1elJ. ofl:ered battle to the enemy, which was ·inftantly accepted. The great inequality 
z+th Decem. of number was fufficient alone to decide the victory; but the ~1een, by fending 

a detachment, who · fell on the back of the duke's army, rendered her advantage 

Death of the -ftill n1ore certain and undifputed. The duke himfelf was killed in the atl:ion; 
dukeofYork. and as his body was found among the fiain, the head was cut oWby Margaret's 

orders, and fixed on the gates of York, with a paper crown upon it, in derifion 
of his pretended title. His fon, the earl.of Rutland, a youth of feventeen, was 
.brc.wght to lord Cliff.Jrd ; and that barbarian, in revenge of his father's death, 
who had periilied in the battle of St. Alban's, murdered, in cold blood, and with 
his own hands, this innocent prince, whofe exterior figure, as well as other ac
complifhments, are reprefented by hifl:ori.ms as extremely amiable. The earl of 
Salifbury was wounded and taken prifoner, and immediately beheaded, with feve
ral other perfons of dift:inction, by martial law at Pomfret t. There fell near 
three th'oufand of the Y orkifis in this battle: The duke himfelf was greatly and 
jufl:ly lamented by his own party; a prince who furely merited a better fate, and 
whofe errors in conduct proceeded entirely from fuch qualities, as render him the 

n1ore an object of efl:eem and affeCl:ion. I-le perifhed in the fiftieth year of his 
age, and left behind him three fans, Edward, George, and Richard, with three 

daughters, Anne, Elizabeth, and Margaret. 

. THE queen, after this important vittory, divided her army; and fent the 
fmaller divifion under Jafper Tudor, earl of Pembroke, half brother to the King, 
agai nft Ed ward, the prefent duke of York. She marched hcrfelf with the larger 
diviflon towards London, where the earl of \Varwic was left wi[h the command 

B 1 fM 
of the Yorkiils. Pembroke was defeated by Edward at Mortimer's Crofs in 

att eo or-
timer's crofs. rierefordfhire with the lofs of near 4000 men : His army wJs difperfed; he himfelf 

efcaped by flight; but his father, Sir Owen Tudor, was taken prifoner, and im-
mediately beheaded by Edward's orders. This barbarous practice, being once 

• Stowe, p. 41 z. t I olyd. Virg. p. 51 o. 
begun, 
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begun, was continued by both parties, from revenge, which covered itfelf under Chap. XXT. 

t:he pretence of retaliation*. 
1 
4

61
• 

MARC AR ET compenfated this defeat by a viCtory which fhe obtained over t e 
earl of Warwic._ That nobleman, on the approach of the Lancafl:rians, led out 
his army, re-inforced by a fi:rong body of the Londoners, who \ ere very affec-
tionate to his caufe; and he gave battle to the ~een at St. Albans. vVh ile the- . ef :()nAd lbbatt~e o vt. an s. 
armies were warmly engaged, Lovelace, who commanded a confider ble budy of 
the Yorkifts, treacheroufly withdrew from the combat ; and this dilhonourable 
aCtion, of which there are many infl:ances in thefe civil wars, decided the vi.:lory 
in favot:r of the Q9een. About 2 300 of the Yorki(ts perifhed in the b1ttle and 
flight; and the perfon of the King fell again into the hands of his own party. 
This weak prince was fure to be almofi equally a prifoner whichever party had 
the keeping of him ; and fcarce any more decorum was obferved by the one than 
by the other in their method of treating him. Lord Bonville, to whofe care he 
had been entrufted, fi:aid with him after the defeat, on affurance of pardon, giv
en him by Henry : But Margaret, regardlefs of her hufband's promi c, ordered 
in1mediately the head of that nobt"eman to be ftruck off by the executioner-[-. Sir 
Thomas Kiricl, a brave warrior, who had fignalized himfelf in the French wars, 

was treated in the fame inhuman manner. 
THE ~1een made no great advantage of this victory: Young Edward ad

vanced upon her from the other fide; and collecting the remains of W arwic's 
army, was foon in a condition of giving her battle with fuperior forces. She 
was fenfible of her danger, if !he lay between the enemy and the city of London; 
and !he found it neceffary to retreat with her army to the north :j:. Edward en
tered London amidft the acclamations of the citizens, and immediately opened a 

new fcene to his party. This prince, in the bloom of youth, remarkable for the 
beauty of his perfon, for his brc very, his aCtivity, his affability, and every popu
lar quality, found himfelf fo much poffdfed of public favour, that, elated with 
the f pirit, natural to his age, he refol ved no longer to confine himfelf within thofe 
narrow limits, which his father had prefcribed to himfelf, and which had been 
found by experience fo prejudicial to his caufe. He determined to aifume the 
name and dignity of King; to infifl: openly on his claim ; and thenceforth, to 
treat the oppofite party as traitors and rebels to his lawful authority. But as a na
tional confent, or the appearance of it, feemed, notwithftanding his plaufible 
title, to be Hill requifite to precede this bold meafure, and as the affembling a 
parliament might occafion too many delays, and be attended with other inconve
niencies, he ventured to proceed in a lefs regular manner, and to put it out of the 

• Holingfhcd, p. 66o. Grafton, p. 65o. 
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Chs.p. XXI. power of his enemies to throw obftacles in the way of his advancement. His ar-
1461· my was ordered to affemble in St. John's Fields; infinite numbers of people fur

rounded them ; an harangue was pronounced to this mixed multitude, fetting forth 
the title of Edward, and inveighing againft the tyranny and ufurpation of the ri
val family ; and the people were then afked, whether they would have Henry 
of Lancafl:er for King? They univerfally exclaimed againft the propofal. It was 
then demanded, whether they wollld accept of Edward, eldeft fon of the late 
duke of York ? They exprefied their confent with loud and joyful acclamations *. 

Edward IV. A great number of bifhops, lords, magift:rates, and other perfons of diftinction, alfumes the 
were then aifen1bled at Baynard's caftle, who ratified the popular election ; and crown. 

the new King was next day proclaimed in London, under the name of Ed-
sth March. ward· IV t. 

IN this manner, finifhed the reign of Henry VI. a m0narch, who, while yet 
in his cradle, had been proclaimed King both of France and England, and who 
began his life with the moft fplendid profpetl:s, which any prince in Europe had 
ever enjoyed. The revolution was unhappy for his people, as it was the fource 
of civil wars ; but was almoft entirely indifferent to Henry himfelf, who was ut
terly incapable of exercifing his authority, and who, provided he met perfonally 
with good ufage, was equally eafy, as he was equally en!laved, in the hands of his 
enemies and of his friends. His weaknefs and his difputed title were the chief 
caufes of the public misfortunes : But whether his ~1een, and his minifters, were 
not alfo guilty of fome great abufes of power, it is not eafy for us at this dif
tance to determine : There remain no proofs on record of any confiderable vio
lation of the laws, except in the death of the duke of Glocefter, which was a · 
private crime, formed no precedent, and was but too much of a piece with the 
ufual ferocity and cruelty of the times. 

-
1 1 . 1~ 11 0 

s THE moft ren1arkable law, which paffed in this reign, was that for the due v 1 ce ane u . 
tranf.1ctions ofeleB:ion of members of parliament in counties. After the fall of the feudal fyf-
"his reign. tern, the diftind:ion of tenures was in a great meafure loft; and every freeholder:. 

as weJl thofe who held of mefi1e lords, as the immedi'ate tenants of the crown, 
were by degrees admitted to give their votes at elections. This innovation was 
confirmed by a law of Henry IV :f: ; which gave right to fuch a multitude of 
eleCtors, as was the occafion of great diforder. In the eighth and tenth of 
this King, therefore, laws were enacted, limiting the eleB:ors to fuch as poffeffed 
forty fhillings a year in land, free from all burthen, within the county §. This 

'!" Sto~e, p. 4 r 5. Holingfhed, p. 661. t Grafton, p. 653· 
7. Herjry 1 V. Caf. 15. § Statutes at Jarge, 8. Henry V I. cap. 7. 

I 

:f: Statutes at large,. 
10 Henry VI. cap. z. 

fut11 



H E N R y VI~ 3 3 
fum was equivalent to near twenty pounds a year of our prefent n1oney; and it 
were to be wiihed, that the fpirit, as well as letter of this law, had been maintained . 
. T' IE preamble of the fl:atute is remarkable: " Whereas the eleCtions of knights, 

" have of late, in many counties of England, been made by outrageous, and excef
" five numbers of people, many of them of fmall fubftance and value, yet pre
" tending to a right equal to the beft knights and efqurres; whereby mantlaugh 
" ters, riots, batteries, and divifions among the gentlemen and o her peopte of 
" the fame counties, !hall very likely rife and be, unlefs due remedy be provided 
'' in this behalf, &c." \;Ve may learn from thefe expreffions what an import
ant matter the election of a member of parliament was now b~come · n England : 
That affembly was beginning in his period to affume great au horhy : The com
mons had it much in their power to enforce the execution of the laws ; and i 
they failed in their duty-, in this particular, .it proceeded 1efs from any exorbitant 
power of the crown, than fron1 the licentious fpirit of the ariftocracy, and perhaps 
from the rude education of the age, and their own want of a due fenfe of th 
advantages refulting from a regular adminiftration of juftice. 

WHEN the duke of York, the earls of Saliibury and \Varwic, fled the king
dom upon the defertion of their troops, a parliament was fummoned at Coventry 
in 1460, by which they were all attainted. This parliament feems to have been 
very irregularly conftituted, and fcarcely deferves the name : Infomuch, that an 
act paifed in it, " that all fuch knights of any county, as were returned by vir
" tue of the King's letters, wit otit a ot eleceion, fhould be valid, and that 
" no fheriff, for returning them, fhould incur the penalty of the ftatute of f-len
" l'f IV *." All the acts of that parliament were afterwards reverfed ; " be
" caufe it was unlawfL1Ily fummoned, and the knights and barons not duly ch

0
• 

'' fen t." 
THE parliaments in this reign, inftead of relaxing their vigilance againft the 

ufurpations of the court of Rome, endeavoured to enforce the former ftatutes 
enacted to that pur~fe. The commons petitioned, that no foreigner lhould be 
capable of any churc preferment, and that the patron· might be allowed to pre
fent a w upon the non·'{efidence of any incumbent t : But the King eluded thefe 
petitions. Pope Martin\ wrote him a fevere letter againft the ftatu\e of provifors; 
which he calls an abominable ftatute, that would infallibly damn every one, who 
obferved it§. The cardinal of Winchefter was legate; and being alfo a kind of prime 
rninifter, and immenfely rich from the profits of his clerical dignity, the parliament 
became jealous of his extending the papal power; and they proteiled, that the 

• Cotton, p. 664. t Statutes at large, 39 Henry VI. cap. I. 
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Chap. XXI. cardinal fbould abfent himfelf in all affairs and councils of the King, whenevel· 
1461 · the Pope or See of Rome was touched upon *· 

PERMISSION was given by parliament to export corn when it was at low prices; 
wheat at fix {billings and eight pence a quarter, barley at three fhillings and four 
pence t. It appears from thefe prices, that corn H:ill remained at about half of its 
prefent value ; tho' other commodities were much cheaper. The inland commerce 
of corn was alfo opened in the eighteenth of the King, by allowing any col
leCl:or of the cuftoms to give a licence for carrying it from one county to another t· 
The fame year a kind of navigation act was propofed with regard to all places 
within the Streights ; but the King rejected it §. 

THE firft inftance of debt contracted upon parlian1entary fecurity occurs in this 

reign 11· 

• Cotton, p. 593• 
l Cotton, p. 6z 5. 

t Statutes at large, I 5· Henry VI. cap. 2. 23. Henry VI. cap. 6. 
§ Cotton, p. 6z6. 11 Cotton, p. 593, 614, 638. 
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. C H A P. XXII. 

E D \V A R D IV. 

Battle of'l'outon-Henry eflapes into Scotland-A parliament
Battle of Hexham~Henry taken prifoner, and confined to the 'l'ou·er 
-King's marriage with the lady Elizabeth Gray-Warwic dif
gujled--Alliance with Burgundy-Infurrection in Yorkjhire
Battle of Banbury--Warrzvic and Clarence banijhed-Warwic and 
Clarence return--Edward IV. expelled-Henry VI. r~flored-
Edward IV. returns-Battle if Barnet, and death ofWarwic
Battle if'Teukt.foury, and murder of prince Edward-Death of Henry 
VI.-Invajion of Prance-Peace of Pecquigni--Trial and execu
tion if the duke if Clarence-Death and character of Edward IV. 

Y 0 UN G Edward, now in his twentieth year, was of a temper well fitted to Chap. XXII. 
make his way thro' fuch a fcene of war, havoc, and devaftation, as muft If6x. 

conduCl: him to the full poffeffion of that crown, which he claimed from heredi-
tary right, but which he had affumed from the tumuJtuary election alone of his 

. own party. He was bold, attive, enterprizing; and his hardnefs of heart and 
feveriry of character rendered him impregnable to all thofe movements of com
paffion, which might relax his vigour in the profecution of the moft bloody re
venges againft his enemies. The very commencement of his reign gave fymp
t~ms of his fanguinary difpoGtion. A tradefman of London, ~~ho kept fhop at 
the fign of the crown, having faid, that he would make his fon heir to the crown; 
this harmlefs pleafantry was interpreted to be fpoke in deriGon of Edward's af
fumed title; and he was condemned a:1d executed for the offence*. Such an aCl: 
of tyranny was a proper prelude to the fcenes, which enfL:ed. The fcaffold, as 
wel1 as the field, ftreamed inceifantly with the nobleft blood of England~ fpilt in 
the quarrel between the two contending families, whofe animofiry was now be-

• Habington in Kennet, p. 431. Grafton, p. 791 • 
. Vot. II. 3D come 
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hap r-..XII. come implacable. The people, divided in their affections, took alfo oppofite 
1461. · fymbols of party: The partizans of the houfe of Lancafter chofe the red rofe as 

:Battle of 
Touton. 
29th of Mar. 

their mark of rLftinB:ion ; thofe of York were denominated from the white; and 
thefe evil wars were thus known, all over Europe, by the name of the quarrel 
between the two rofes. 

' ~HE licence, in which queen Margaret had been obliged to indulge her troops, 
firuck a great terror inco the city of London and all the fouthern parts of the 
kingdom ; and as !he there expected a very o~f.l:inate refiftance, fhe prudently 
retired northwards among her own partizans. The fame licence, joined to the 
zeal of faCtion, foon brought great multitudes to her ftandard ; and fhe was 
able, ih a few days, to affemble an army fixty thoufand ftrong in Yorldhire. 
The Kino- and the earl of War ic made hafte, with an army of forty thoufand, 
to check her progrefs; and when they reached Pomfret, they difpatched· a . body 
of troops, under the command of the lord Fitz valter, to fec1.1re the palfage of 
Ferrybridge over the river Are, which lay between them and the enemy. Fitz
walter took poft at the place affigned him; but was not able to defend it againft 
lord Chfford, wbo attacked him with fuperior numbers. The Yorkifts were 
chaced over the river with great fiaughter ; and lord Fitzwalter himfelf was Oain 
in the aB:wn *. The earl of W arwic, dreading the confequences of this misfor

tune, at a tim~ when a deGifive action was every hour expeCted, immediately or
dered his horfe to be brot~ght him, which he ftabbed before the whole army ; 
and killing the hilt of his fword, fwore, that he was determine4 to fhare the fate 
of the meaneft fuldier t. And to fhow the greater fecurity, a proclamation was 
a:: the fame time ifiiJed, giving to every one who pleafed full liberty to retire ; 
but menacing the fevcreft puni!hments to thofe who fhould difcover any fymp-. 
toms of cowar_dice in the enfuing battle :J:. Lord Falconbridge was fent to re
cover the pofl: which had been loft; he paffed the river fome miles above Ferry
bn ige, and falling unexpeCtedly on lord Clifford, he revenged the former d!faf-
.ter by tl::e defeat of the party and the death of their leader§. 

THE two hoftile armies n1et at Touton ; and a fierce and bloody battle enfued. 
While the Yorkifrs were advancing to the charge, there happened a great fall of 
fnow, which, driving full on the faces of their enemies, blinded them ; and this 
advartage was improved by a ftratagen1 of lord Falconbridge. That nobleman 
ordered fome infantry to advance before the line, and after having fent a volley 
of fli ~ht-arrov;s, as they were called, amidft the enemy, immediately to retire .. 
The La_ncaftrians, imagining that they were got within reach of the oppofice 

'* \V. Wyrcefkr, p. 489. 
+ Hoiingthed, p. 664. 

Hall, fol. r86. Holingfhed, p. 664. 
§ Hitl:. Croyl. cont. p. 532. 

l 

t Habington, p. 432. 



EO WARD IV. 
army, difcharged all their arrows, which thus fell fhort of the Yorkifl:s, witl o .t Chap. XXlf. doing any execution*. After the quivers of the enemy were exhaufl:ed, ~ _.award 1461

' advanced his line, and committed fiaughter with impunity on the dif! 11 yed Lancafl:rians : The bow however was foon laid afide, and the fword decided the com-bat, which ended in a total viCtory on the ·fide of the Yorkifts. Edw. rd iffued orders to give no quarter t : The routed army was purfued to Tadcafter with great bloodfhed and confufion; and above thirty fix thoufand men are comput-ed to have fallen in the battle and purfuit t : Among thefe were the earl of 'Veftmoreland, and his brother, Sir John Nevil, the earl of Northumberland, the lords Dacres and W elles, and Sir Andrew Trollop §. The earl of Devon-fhire, who was now engaged in Henry's par.ty, was brought a prifoner to Ed-ward; and was foon after beheaded by martial law at York. His I ead was fix-ed on a pole erected over the gates of that city ; and the head of duke Richard and tha't of the earl of Salifbury were taken down, and buried with their bodies. Henry ana Margaret had remained at York during the action ; but learning the defeat c:f their army, and being fenfible, that no place in E:ngland could now afford them fhelter, they fled with great precipitation into Scotland. They were accompanied by the duke of· Exeter, who, tho' he had m"rricd Edward's fifter, had taken part with the Lanca£hians, and by Henry duke of Somerfet, who had commanded in the unfortunate battle of Touton, and who was the fon of that nobleman killed in the firfl battle of St. Albans. 
NoTWITHSTANDING tlie great animofity, which prevailed between the two ~enry efcapes kingdoms, Scotland had never exerted itfelf with vigour, to take advantage either mto ~cotland. of the wars wH:ch England carried on with France, or of the civil wars which broke out bet veen the contending families. J ames I. more laudab'y employed, in civilizing his fubjects and taming them to the falutary yoke of law and juftice, avoided all hoftilities with foreign nations; and tho' he feemed interefted to main-tain a ba lance between France and England, he gave no farther affiftance to the former kingdom in its greatcft difheffes, than permitting, and perhaps encouraging, his fubjeets to inlift in the French fervice. After the m 1rder of that excellent prince, the minority of his fon and fucceffor, J 1mes I I. and the diftraCt:ions incident to it, retained the Scots in the fame fiate or neutrality ; and the fuperiority, v;{ibly acquired by France, rendered it then unneceffary for her ally to interpofe in her defence. But when the quarrel commenced between the houfc s of York and Lancafl:er, and became abfolutely incurable but by the total extinCtion of one party ; J ames, who had now rifen to man's eft ate, was tempted 

• Hall, fol. r86. t Habington, p. 43 z: t Holingfhed, p. 665. Grafton, p. 656. Rift. Croyl. cont. p. 533· § Hall, fol. 187. Habington, p. 433· 
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Chap XXII. to fcize this advantage, and he endeavoured to recover thofe places, which the 
I 461. r. Ent;lifh had formerly conquered from his anceftors. He laid ttege to the caftle 

of toxborough in 1460, and had provided himfelf of a fma\l train of artillery 
for that enterprize: But his cannon were fo ill framed, that one of them· buril: as 
he vas firing it, and put an end to his life in the flower of his age. His fon and 
fucldforJ J ames Ill. was alfo a n1inor: The ufual difhaEtions enfued in the go· 
venment: The queen dowager, Anne of Gueldres, afpired to the regency: The 
family of Douglas oppofed her pretenfions: And queen Margaret, when fhe fled 
irnc Scotland, found there a people little lefs divided by faction t an thole by 
whom ihe had been expelled. Tho' fhe pleaded the connexions between the roy4 
al hmtly of Scotland and the houfe of ~ancafrer, by the young King's grand
mo:her, who was a daughter cf the earl of Somerfet; ilie could engage the Scots 
corncil to go no fart~er than to exprefs ~heir gooj wi!hes in her favour: But on 
her offer to deliver to them immediately the important fortrefs of Berwic, and to 
cortract her fon in marriage with a fifter of King J ames's, fhe found a better re
ceftion; and the Scots promifed the affifiance of their arms to re-inftate her fa· 
mi~ upon the throne *. But as the danger from that quarter feemed not very 
ur§ent to Ed ward, he did not purfue the fugitive King and OEeen into their re
trett ; but returned to London, where a parliament was fummoned for fettling 

the governn1ent. 

4
th ofNovr. DN the meeting of this affembly, Edward found the good effects of his vigo· 

A parliament. ro~s n1eafure in affuming the crown, as well as of his victory at Touton, by 
wtich he had fecured it: 'The parliament no longer hefitated between the two fa
mEes, or propofed any of thofe ambiguous decifions, which could only tend to 
pe~petuate and inflame the animofities of party. They recognized the title of 
Edward to the crown, by hereditary defcent, thro' the family of Mortimer; and 
de:lared that he was King in right, from the death of his father, who had alfo 
th! fame lawful title; and that he was in poffeffion of the throne from the day 

thit he aifumed the government, tendered to him by the acclamations of the 
people t. They expreifed their abhorrence of the ufurpation and intrufion of 
the houfe of Lancafter, particularly that of the earl of Derby, otherwife called 
Henry IV. which, they faid, had been attended with every kind of diforder, the 
n1.1rder of the fovereign and the oppreffion of the fubjeCl:s. They annulled every 
g1ant which had paired in thofe reigns ; they reinftated the King in all the pof
feffions,. which had belonged to the crown at the pretended depofition of Rich· 
atd II. and tho' they confirmed judicial deeds and the decrees of inferior courts, 

• Hall, fol.137· Habington, 1?·4-34· t Cotton, p .. 670. 
they 
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they rev er fed all attainders paffed in any pretended parliament ; particuhrly the Chap. XXII. · 

attainder of the earl of Cambridge, the King's grandfather; as we11 as that of 
1461

• 

the ear!s of Saliibury and Glocefter and of lord Lumley, who were forfeited for 
adhering to Richard II. * 

MANY of thefe votes were the refult of the ufual violence of party: The com
mon fenfe of mankind, in more peaceable times, repealed them : And the ftatutes 
of the houfe of Lancafter, being the deeds of an eftablilhed government, and en
acted by princes long poffdfed of authority, have always bten held as valid and 
obligatory. The parliament, however, in fubverting fuch deep fourdations, 
had fti11 the pretence of replacing the government on its antient and natJral ba
fis : But in their fubfequent meafures, they were more guided by reven5e, or at 
leaft the views of convenience, than by the maxim5 of equity and juftice They 
paffed an act of forfeiture and attainder againft Henry VI. and queen 1\[argaret, 
and their infant fon, prince Edward: The fame act was extended to the ]ukcs of 
Somerfet and Exeter; to the earls of Northumberland, Devon!hire, Pembroke, 
Wilts; to the vifcount Beaumont, the lords Roos, Nevil, Clifford, Welh, Dacre, 
Gr~y of Rugemont, Hungerford; to Alexander Hedie, Nicholas Latiner, Ed
mond Mountfort, John Heron, and many other perfons of diftinction f· The 
parliament vefted the eftates of all thefe attainted perfons in the crown; 1ho' their 
foie crime was the adhering to a prince, whom every individual of de parlia
ment had fo long recognized, and whom that very Kmg himfelf, who was now 
feated on the throne, had acknowledged and obeyed as his lawful fove:eign. 

THE neceffity of fupporting the government eftabliihed, wi11 jufiify nore ful
ly fome other acts of violence; tho' the method of conduCting them 31ay ft11l 
appear exceptionab'e. John earl of Oxford and his fon, Aubrey de Vcre, were 
detected in a correfpondence with Margaret, were tried by martial law before 
the conftable, were condemned and executed :J:. Sir William Tyrrel, Sir T'ho
mJS Tudenham, and John Montgomery were convicted in the fame arbitrary 
court; were executed, and their eftates forfeited. This introduction <f martial 
law into civil government was a high ftrain of prerogative; which, were it not 
for the viole;ce of the times, would probably have appeared exceptiomble to a 
nation fo jealous of their liberties as the Engliih were now become§. It was 

impof-

• Cotton, p, 672. Statutes at large, 1 Edw. IV. cap. 1. t Cotton, p. 670. W. \Vyr-

cefter, p. 4-'JO· :t: W. de Wyrcc!ter, p. 492. Hall, fol. 189. Grafton, p. 6sL Fabian~ 

fol. 215. Fragm. ad fin em. T. Sproti. 

§ That we may judge how arbitrary a court, that of the eo nibble of England was, we may peru(e 

lhe patent granted to the earl of Rivers in this reign, as it is to be found in Spellman'sGloJfary iD 
. . vcrll .. 
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Chap. XXII. impoffible ~ut fuch a great and fu_dden rev~lution muft Ie.~ve the root5 of ~ifc~n .. 
1461. tent and diffati~faCl:ion in the fubJefts, wh1ch would reqmre great art, or m lteu 

of it, great violence' to extirpate them. The latter was more fuitable to ,the ge
nius of the nation in that uncultivated age. 

BuT the new eftabli!hment feemed precarious and uncertain, not only from 
the domeflic difcontents of the people, but from the efforts of foreign powers. 
Lewis, the eleventh of the name, had fucceeded to his father, Charles, in r 460 ; and 
was led, from the obvious motives of national intereft, to feed the flames of civil dif
cord among fuch dangerous neighbours, by giving fupport to the weaker party. 
But the intriguing and politic genius of this prince was here checked by itfelf: 
Hav:ng attempted to fubdue the independant fpirit of his own vaffals, he had 
excited fuch an oppofition at home, as prevented him fron1 making all the ad
vantage, which the opportunity afforded, of the ~iifenfions among the Englilh. 

q.6z. l-Ie fent however a fmall body to Henry's affifl:ance under Varenne, Senefchal of 
Normandy *, who landed in Northumberland, and got poffeffion of the caftle 
of Alnewic ; but as the indefatigable Margaret, went· in p~r~(m to France, 
where fhe follicited larger fupplies t; and promifed Lewis to deliver up Calais, if 
her family was by his means reftored to the throne of Enghnd; he was afterwards 
perfuaded to fend along with her a body of 2000 men at arms t, which enabled 

1464• her to take the field, and to make an inroad into England. Tho' re~inforced by 

verb. Conjlahulariu;; as alfo, more fully in Rymer, vol. I I. p. 58 r. Here is a daufe of it: Et u!teri11s 
de uberiori gratia nojlra eidem commiti de Rivers plmam potejlatem damus a l cogn?jcendum, & procedendum, 
in Dmnz'lnu, & Jinguljs, caujis et negotiis, de et foper aimtno /ef<e majcjlatis;:. ujuptr occajime c.-eteri}que cau-

Jis, q tibufctt'lqt~e per prt't'fat<'tll com:tem de Rivers, ut conjlabuliarum A11gli-:e--qum in curia conjlahularii 
Angli<e ah antiquo, viz tempor.e diBi domini Gulielmi conque_/loris fi u aliquo !cm pore citra 11 allari, a .. diri, 
e:~ami11ari, aut decidi co•:fue·-verant, aut jure dehueratzt, aut debent, caufaJ1ue et negotia jwcedie?a Cllm O!Mti
bus et Jingulis emergenti!ms, incidmtibus & connexh, audimdum, examinailium, et fine d.:bito termiJJalldum, 
etiam fummarie et de plano, fine ftrepitu et figura juftitice, fola facti vcritate infpeCl:a, ac etiam '"mu re
gia, Ji oppr;rtunum q,;ifum fuerzt eidem comiti de Rh·ers, vices 1zojlrm, appellatioJze remota. The office of 
conHable was perpetual in the monarchy ; its jurjfdiftion was not limited to times of war, as app ars 
from thi:> patent, and as we learn fi·om the fame author: Yet its authotity was in direB: contradiB:ion 
to JJ!agna Charta ; and it is evident that no regular liberty could fubfift with it. It involved a full dic
tatorial power, continually fubfilling in the ftate. The only check on the crown, befides the want of 
force to fupport all its prerogatives, was, that the office of conftable was commonly either hereditary 
or during life ; and the perfQn iovefted wich it, was, for that reafon, not fo proper an intl:rument of ar
bitrary power in the King. Accordingly, the office was fuppreffed by Henry VIII. the mofi: arbicrary 
of all the Englifh princes. The practice, however, of exercifing martial law, frill fubfifted; and was 
not abolifhed till the Petition of Right under Charles I. This was the epoch of true liberty, confirmed 
by the Reftoration, and enlarged and fecured by the Revolution. 

"" Monfirelet, vol. 3· P· 95· t W. Wyrcefter, p. 493· Hall, fol. 190. Holingfhed, p. 665. + W. Wyrcefter, p. 493· 
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a numerous train of adventurers from Scotland, and by many partizans of the Chap. XXII. 
famdy of Lancafter; fhe received a checl,. at Hedgley-more fr01n lord Montacute r464. 

or Montague, brother o the earl of Warwic, an warden of the eaft Marches zsth April. 

between Scotland and Engl1nd *. Montague was fo elated with this fuccefs, 
that, while a numerous re- inforcement was on their marrh to join him by orders 
from Edw 1 d, he yet v tu red, with hi own troops alone, to attack the Lancaf- Battle ofHex

trians at Hexha n, and he obtained a complete victory over them. The duke of.h.~7~h J\
1
ay. 

Somcrfet, the lords Roos, and Hungerford, were taken in the purfuit, and im-
mediatety beheaded by martial law at Hexham t. Summary jufl:ice was in like 
manner executed at Newcaftle on fir Humphrey N evil, and feveral other gentle-
men :f:. All thofe who were fpared in the field, fuffercd on the fcaffoJd; and the 
utter extermination of their adverfaries was now become the plain object of the -
Yorl' party; a conduCt, which received but too plaufible an apology from the 
preceding pra ... ice of the Lancafl:rians. 

THE fate of the unfortunate royal family, after this defeat, was very fingular. 
l\1argaret, flying with her fon into a foreft, where lhe endeavoured to conceal 
herfe1f, was befet, during the darknefs of 1 he night, by robbers, who either ig
norant or .regardlefs of her quality, defpoiled her of her rings and jewels, and 
treated her with the utmoft indignity. The partition of this rich booty raifed a 
quarrel among them ; and while their attention was thus engaged, fhe took the 
opportunity of making her efcape with her fon into the thickeft of the foreft, 
where lhe wandered for fon1e time, over fpent with hunger and fatigue, and funk 
with terror and affliction. While in this wretched condition, l11e faw a robber 
approach with his nake fword ; and finding that 1he had. no means of efcape, 
1he fuddenly embraced the refolution of trufting entirely for proteCtion to his 
faith and generofity. She advanced towards him ; and prefenting to him the young 
prince, called out to him, Here, my friend, I commit to JOUr care the fafety of your 
King's fon. The man, whofe humanity and generous fpirit had been obfcured, 
but not entirely loft, by his vicious courfe of life, was fr.uck with the fingularity 
of the event, and charmed with the confidence repofed in him; and he vowed, 
not only to abftain from all injury againft the princefs, but to devote himfdf en
tirely to her fafety and protection §. By his means ihe dwelt fome time concealed 
in the foreft, and was at laft conducted to the fea coaft, whence fhe made her 
efcape into Flanders. She paffed thence into her father's court, where fh:e Jived 
feveral years in privacy and retirement. Her hufbJnd was not fo fortunate or fo 
dextrous in finding the means of his efcape. Some of his friends took him un-

Rymer, vol. 11. p soo. t \V. Wyrcefter, p. 498. Hall, fol. 190. Grafton, p. 661. 
t Fabian, fol. z 1 5· Polyd. Virg. p . pz, 5 I 3· § 1\·I~nft:elc.t, vol. 3· p. 96. 
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Chap. XXII. der their proteCtion, and conveyed him into Lancafhire ; where he remained con.: 
1464. cealed during a twelvemonth; but he was at laft detected, delivered up toEd

ward, and thrown into the Tower*· The fafety of his perfon was owing lefs to 
the generofity of his enemies, than to the contempt, which they had entertained 
of his courage and his underftanding. 

THE imprifonment of Henry, the expulfion of Margaret, the execution and 
confifcation of all the moft confiderable Lancaftrians, feemed to give full fecurity 
to E dward's government; whofe title by blood, being now recognized by parlia
ment, and univerfally fubmitted to by the people, was no longer in danger of 
being impeached by any antagonift. In this profperous fituation, the King deli
vered himfelf up, without controul, to thofe pleafures which his youth, his high 
fortune, and his natural temperament invited him to enjoy ; and the cares of roy
alty were Iefs attended to, than the diffipation of amufement, or the allurements 
of paffion. The cruel and unrelenting fpirit of Edward, tho' enured to the fe .. 
rocity of civil wars, was at the fame time extreme I y devoted to the fofter paffions, 
which, without mitigating his fevere temper, maintained a great influence over 
him, and fhared his attachmen~ with the purfuits of ambition, and the thirft of 
n1ilirary glory. During the prefent interval of peace, he lived in the moft fami-

'}iar and fociable manner with his fubjetl:s t, particularly with the Londoners; 
and the beauty of his perfon, as well as the gallantry of his addrefs, which, even 
unaffifred by his royal dignity, would have rendered him extremely acceptable to 
the fair fex, facilitated all his applications for their favour. This eafy and plea
furable life augmented every day his popularity among all ranks of men : He was 
the peculiar favourite of the young and gay of boih fexes : The difpofition of 
the Engliih, little addiCted to jealoufy, kept them from taking umbrage at thefe 
liberties: And his indulgence in amufements, while it gratified his inclination, 
was thus become, without defign, a means of fupporting and fecuring his govern
ment: But as it is difficult to reduce the ruling paffion within ftritl: rules of pru
dence, the amorous temper of Edward led him into a fnare which proved very 
fatal to his future repofe, and to· the ftability of his throne. _ 

King's mar- }AQ_UELINE DE LuXEMBOURG, dutchefs of Bedford, had, after her hufuand's 
riage ~~ith the death, to far Lcrificed her ambition to love, that fhe efpoufed, in fecond marriage, 
LdyEltzabeth !i R ' l d \"''id '11 . l f d J 1 d R' liray. 1r tc 1ar ., ev1 e, a pnvate gent eman, a terwar s createCt or 1vers, to 

whom fhe bore feveral children, and among the reft, Elizabeth, who was remark
able for the grace and beauty of her perfon, as well as for other amiable accom
plifi1mems. This young lady had married fir John Gray of Groby, by whom 
fhe had children ; and htr hufband being killed in the fecond battle of St. Albans, 

* Hall, fd. 191. Fragm. ad finem Sproti. · t Polyd. Virg. p. 513. Biondi. 
fighting 
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fighting on the ude of Lancafter, and his eftate being for that reafon confifcated, Chap. XXII. 
his widow retired to Ii've with her father, at his feat of Grafton in Northampton- 1464. 
fuire. The King came accidentally to the houfe, after a hunting party, in order 
to pay a vi fit to the d uchefs of· Bedford ; and as the occafion feemed favourable 
for obtaining fome grace from this gall ante monarch, the young widow flung herfelf 
at his feet, and with many tears, entreated him to take pity on her impoveri!hed 
and diftrelfed children. The fight of fo n1uch beauty in affiiB:ion, ftrongly af-
fected the amorous Edward ; love ftole infenfibly into his heart under the guife 
of compaffion; and her farrow, fo becoming a virtuous matron, n1ade his efteem 
and regard quickly correfpond to his affection. He raifed her from the ground 
with alfurances of favour; he found his paffion encreafe every moment,' by the 
converfation of the amiable objeCt ; and he was foon reduced in his turn to the 
pofture and :(l:ile of a fupplicant at the feet of Elizabeth. But the lady, either 
averfe to diihonourab~e love from a fenfe of duty, or perceiving that the impref-
fion which fhe had made was fo deep as to give her hopes of obtaining the higheft 
elevation, obftinately refufed to gratify his paffion ; and all the endearments, ca-
reffes, and importunity of the young and amiable Edward, proved fruitlefs againft 
'ler-rigid and inflexible virtue. His paffion, irritated by oppofition, and encreafed 
by his veneration for fuch honourable fentiment'=, carried hin1 at laft beyond ali 
bounds of reafon ; and he offered to 1hare his throne, as well as his heart, with 
the woman, whofe beauty of perfon, and dignity of character, feemed fo well 
to entitle her to both. The marriage was celebrated privately at Grafcon * : The 
fecret was carefully kept for fome time: No one fufpeB:ed, that fo libertine a prince 
could facrifice fo much to a romantic paffion: And there were in particular ftrong 
reafons, which at that time rendered this ftep in the higheft degree dangerous and 
imprudent. 

THE King, defirous to fecure his throne, as well by the profpeB: of iifue, as 
by foreign alliances, had, a little before, determined to make application to fome 
neighboJ,Jring princefs; and he had caft his eye on Bona of Savoy, fifter to the 
Q9een of France, who, he hoped, would, by his marrying her, enfure him the 
friendfhip of that power, which was alone both able and inclined to give fupport 
and affiftance to his rival. To render the negotiation more fuccefsful, the earl 
of W arwic had been difpatched to Paris, where the princefs then refided ; he had 
demanded Bona in marriage for the King; his propofds haJ been accepted ; the 
t reaty was fully concluded; and nothing remained but the ratificaticn of the 
terms agreed on, and the bringing over the princefs into England t. But when 

~Hall, fol. 193. Fabian, fol. 216. t Hall, fol. I93· Habington, p. 437· Holing01e.!, 
. 667. Grafton, p. 665. Polyd, Virg. p. 5 J 3· 
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Chap. XXII. the fccret of Edward's marriage broke out, the haughty earl, deemir.g himfeif 
1 +64. affronted, both by being employed in this deceitful negotiation, and by bting kept 

·a {hanger to the King's intentions, who had owed every thing to his friendfhip, 
immediately returned to England, inflamed with rage and indignation. The in
fluence of paffion, over fo young a mar'! as Edward, might have ferved as an ex
cu're for his imprudent conduct, had he deigned to acknowledge his error, or 
had pleaded his weaknefs as an apology : But his faulty fhame or pride prevented 
him from fo much as mentioning the affair to 'vV arwic : and that nobleman was 

:\~arwic dif- aliowed to depart the court, fLdl of the fame ill humour and difcontenr, which he 
gthld. b h . roug t to It. 

6/". EvERY incident now tended to widen the breach between the King and this . 14 u. ...... 

powerful fubjecr. 1'he ~een loft not her influence by marriage; and lhe was 
equally foiicitous to draw every grace and favour to her own friends and kindred, 
and to exclude thofe of the earl, whom fhe regarded as her mortal enemy. Her 
father was created earl of Rivers : He was made lord treafurer in the room of 
lord Mountjoy * : He was inveil:ed in the office of conftable for life ; and his fon 
received the furvivance of that high dignity t. The fame young nobleman was 
n1arried .to the only daughter of lord Scales, enjoyed the great eftate of that fa
n1ily, and had the title o · Scales conferred upon him. Catharine, the ~een's 
fifter, was married to the young duke of Buckingham, who was a ward of the 
crowr: :j: : Mary, another of her fillers, efpoufed \Villiam Herbert, created earl 
of Huntingdon: Anne, a third fifl:er, was given in marriage to the fon and heir 
of Gray, lord Ruthyn, created earl of Kent §. The daughter and heir of the 
duke of Exeter, who was alfo the King's neice, was contracted to fir Thomas 
Gray, one of the ~een's fons by her forn1er hufband ; and as the lord Monta
gue was treating of a marriage between his fon and this lady, the preference 
given to young Gray was deemed an injury and affront to the who!e family of 
Nevil. 

THE earl of Warwic could not endure the leaft diminution of th~t credit, 
which he had long enjoyed, and which he thought, he had merited by fuch im
portant fer vices. Tho' he had received fo many grants from the crown, that the re
venue, arifing from them, amounted, befides his patrimonial eftate, to 8o,ooo 
crowns a year, according to the computation of Phi lip de Comines n; his ambitious 
fp1t it was ftill diifatisfied, fo long as he faw others furpafs him in authority and influ
ence with the King-J... Edward alfo, jealous of that power wh~ch had fupported him, 

• W. vVyrceiler, p. so6. 
~ \V. Wyrcefier, p. 5c6. 

t Rymer, vol. II. p. s8r. t ,V, 'WJ!CCfiers P· so:;. 
11 Li\'. 3· cl!_ap. 1· -t Polyd. Virg. p. 5 If· 
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and which he himfe]f had contributed ftill higher to exalt, was well-pleafed to Chap. XXH. · 
raife up rivals in credit to the earl of \Varwic; and he juftified by this po!itical q .6v. 
view, his extreme partiality to the Q9een's kindred. But the other nobility of 
England, envying the ft1dden growth of the ,Widevilles *, were more inclined 
to take part with W arwic's difcontent, to who[e grandeur they were already ac
cuftomed, and who had reconciled them to his fuperiority by his gracious and 
popular manners. And as Edward obtained from parliament a general refump-

. tion of all grants, which he had made fince h:s acceffion, and which {lad extremely 
impoverifhed the crown t; this act, tho' it paffed with fome exceptions, parti
cularly one in favour of the earl of Warwic, gave a general alarm to the nobil ity, 
and difgufted many, even zealous, partizans of the family of York. 

BuT the moft confiderable affociate, whom Warwic acquired to his party, 
was George, duke of Clarence, the King's fecond brother. This prince deemed 
himfelf no lefs injured than the other grandees, by the uncontrouled influence of 
the queen and her relations ; and as his fortunes were fbJI left on a precarious 
footing, while theirs were fully eftab1ifhed, this neglect, joined to his unquiet and 
refile~ fpirit, inclined him to give countenance to all the male-contents :f:. The 
favourable opportunity of gaining him was efpied by the earl of Warwic, who 
offered him in marriage his eldeft daughter, and co-heir of his immenfe fortunes; 
a fettlement, which, as it was fuperior to any th <" t: the King himfelf could confer 
upon him, immediately attached him to the earl's party §. Thus an extenfive 
and dangerous combination was infenfibly formed againft Edward and his mini
ftry : Tho' the object of the ma1econten.ts was not at prefent to overturn the 
throne, it was difficult to forefee the extremities, to which they might be carried ; 
and as oppoGtion to an adminifir2tion was always in thole ages profccuted by 
force of arms, civil convulfions and diforders were likely to be foon the refult of 
thefe intrigues and confederacies. 

WHILE this cloud was gathering at home, Edward carried his views abroad, AI!ianc \titl 

and endeavoured to fecure himfelf againfl: his factious nobility, by entering into Bthe duk_; of 
ur~~nt:y. foreign alliances. The dark and dangerous ambition of Lewis XI. the more it ~ 

was known, the greater alarm it excited among all his neighbours and vaifals ; and 
as it was fupported by great abilities, and unreftrained by any principles of faith 
or humanity, they found no fecurity to themfelves but by a jealous combination 
againft him. Philip, duke of Burguody, was now dead: His rich and exten-
iive dominions were devolved to Charles, his only fon, who!e martial difpofition 

. • Hifi Croyl. cont. p. 5 39· t W. \Vyrceil:er, p. 508. 
i W. Wyrcefier, p . 51 I. Hall, fol. 200. Habington , p. 4 39· 
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acquired him the firname of Hardy, and whofe ambition, more outrageous th,m 
that of Lewis, but feconded by lefs power and policy, was regarded with a more 
favourable eye by the other powers of Europe. The oppofition of interefts, and 
fiill more, a natural antipathy of character, produced a declared animofity be
tween thefe two bad princes; and Edward was thus fecure of the fincere attach
ment of either of them, for whom he ihould choofe to declare himfelf. The 
duke of Burgundy, being defcended by his mother, a daughter of Portugal, 
from John of Gaunt, was naturally inclined to favour the houfe of Lancafter *: 
But this confideration was eafily overballanced by politicks; and Charles, per
ceiving the intereft of that houfe to be extremely decayed in England, fent over 
his natural brother, commonly called the baftard of Burgundy, to carry in his 
name propofals of marriage to Margaret the King's fifter. The alliance of Bur~ _ 
gundy was more popular with the Englifh, than that of France; the commer .. 
cial inrerefl:s of the two nations invited the princes to a clofe union ; their conl
mon jealoufy of Lewis was a natural cement between them; and Edward, p1eaf-
ed with firengthening himfelf by fo potent a confederate, foon concluded the al
liance, and beftowed his fifter upon Charles t. A league, which Edward at the 
fame time concluded with the duke of Brittany, feemed both to encreafe his fecuri
ty, and to open to him the profpeCl: of rivalling his predeceifors in thofe foreign 
conquefts,. which, however fhort~lived and unprofitable~ had rendered their. 
reign fo popular and ill uftrious :t. 

BuT whatever ambitious fchemes the King might have built on thefe allian~ 
ces, they were foon fruftrated by inteftine commotions, which engroffed all his 
attention. Thefe diforders probably arofe not immediately from the intrigues of the 
earl of W arwic, but from accident, affifted by the turbulent fpirit of the age, 
by the general humour of difcontent which that popular nobleman had inftilled 
into the nation, and perhaps by fome remains of attachment to the houfe of Lan .. 
cafter. Th.e hofpital of St. Leonards near York, had received, from an antient 
grant of King Athelftane, a right of levying a thrave of corn from every plough
Jand in the county ; and as thefe charitable eftabliihments are very liable to abufe, 
the country people complained, that the revenue of the hofpital was no longer 
expended for the relief of the poor:t but was fecreted by the managers, and em
ployed for their private purpofes. After long repining at the contribution, they. 
refufed payment: Ecclefiaftical and civil cenfures were iffued againft them: Their 
goods were diftrained, and their perfons thrown into jail: Till, as their ill-humour. 

* Comines, liv. 3· chap. 4, 6. 
Parliament. Hifr. vol •. 2. p. 332 •. 
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daily encreafed, they rofe in arms ; fell upon the officers of the hofpital, whom Chap. XXII. 
they put to the fword; and- proceeded in a body, fifteen thoufand fhong, to the 1469• 

gates of York*. The lord Montague, who commanded in thofe parts, oppofed 
himfelf to their progrefs; and having been fo fortunate in a fkirmifh as to feize 
Robert Hulderne their leader, he ordered hin1 immediately to be led to execu-
tion; according to the barbarous and illegal praCtice of thofe times t. T~e re-
bels, however, ftdl continued in arms ; and being foon headed by men of great-
er diftinEtion, Sir Henry Nevil, fon of lord Latimer, and Sir John Coniers, they 
advanced fouthwards, and began to appear dangerous to the government. Her-
bert, earl of Pembroke, who had received that title on the forfeiture of J afper 
T udor, was ordered by Edward to march againft them at the head of a body of· 
Welfhmen; and he was joined by five thoufand archer: under the command of · 
Stafford, earl of Devonfhire, who had fucceeded in that title to the family of 
Courtney, which had alfo been forfeited. But a trivial difference about quarters 
having begot an animoG.ty between thefe two noblemen, the earl of Devon!hire 
retired with his archers, and left Pembroke alone to encounter the ·rebels t. The · 
two armies approached near Banbury; and Pembroke, having prevailed in a Battle ofBan

1 :fkirmi!h, and having taken Sir Henry NevH prifoner, ordered him immediately.bury. 
to be put to death, without any form of procefs. This execution enraged, with~ 
out terrifying, the rebels : They attacked the \V ellh army, routed them, put 26th July, 
then1 to the fword without mercy ; and having feized Pembroke, they took im-
mediate revenge upon him for the death of their leader . The King, imputing 
this misfortune to the earl of Devonfhire, who had deferred Pembroke, ordered 
him to be executed in a like fummary manner. But thefe fpeedy executions, or 
rather open murders, did not ftop there : The northern rebels, fending a 
party to Grafton, feized the earl of Rivers and his fon, John; men who had be· 
come obnoxious by their near relation to the King and his partiality towards . 
them : And thefe noblemen were immediately executed by orders from Sir John 
Coniers 11. 

THERE is no part of Engli!h hiftory fince the Conqueft, fo obfcure, fo uncer- 
tain, fo httle authentic or confifl:ent, as that of the wars between the two Rofes : 
Hiftoria. s differ about n1any n1aterial circumfiances ; fome events of the utmofl: 
confequence, in which they almoft all agree, are incredible and contradicted by ' 
records + ; and it is remarkable, that this profound darknefs falls upon us juft on 

the . * Hall, fol. zoo. Holing!hed, p. 672. Polyd. Virg. p. 516: 
t Stowe, p. 221. Holingfhed, p. ( .72. Fragm. ad finem Sp.ro~ti. 

Grafton, p. 6i6, 677· 11 Fabian, fol. 217. 

t Grafton, p. 6;4. 
§ Hall, fol. 201, 202, . 

+ We thall give an inftance: Almo.ll all the hiilorians, even Cornlnes, and the continuator of the . 
annhls of Croyland, aifert, that EdwarJ was about this time saken prifoner by C!arencc and \Vanvic, 
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h:tp. xxrr. the eve of ti1e reftora ion of letters, and when the art of Printing was already 
LJ

6
9· known in Europe. A 11 we can dilling~i!h with certainty thro' the deep cloud, 

which covers that pe ' iod, 1<> a fcene of horror and bloodihed, favagc manners, 
arbitrary xecutions, and trt. acherous difhonourable conduCt: in all parties. There 
is no poffibility, for in fia nce, of accounting for the views and intentions of the 
earl of Warwic at this time. It is agreed, that he refided, with his fan in law, 
the duke of Clarence, in his government of Calais during the commencement of 
this rebellion ; and that his brother, Montague, acted with vigour againfl: the 
northern rebels. We may thence prefume, that the infurrettion had not pro
ceeded from the fecret councils and inftigation of Warwic ; tho' the murder, com
tnitted by the rebels, on the earl of Rivers, his capital enemy, forms, on the other 
hand, a violent prefunaption againft him. He and Clarence came over to Eng
land, ofFered their fervice toEd ward, were received without any fufpicion, were 
entrufted by him in the higheft commands *, and fti ll per fevered in their fideli
ty. Soon after, we find the rebels quieted and difperfed by a general pardon 
granted by Edward from the advice of the earl of Warwic: But why fo coura
geous a prince, if fecure of Warwic's fidelity, fhould have granted a general par
don to men, who had been guilty of fuch violent and perfonal outrages againft 
him, is not intelligible; nor why that nobleman, if unfaithful, fhould have en
deavoured to appeafe a rebellion, of which he was able to make fuch advantages. 
But it appears, that, after this infurretlion, there was an interval of peace, dur
ing which the King loaded the family of Nevil with honours and favours of the 
highefl nature : He rnade the lord Montague a marquefs, by the fame name : 
He created his fon, George, duke of Bedford t: He declared publicly his inten-

and was committed to the cuftody of the archbifhop of York, btl()ther to the earl ; but being allowed 
to take the diverfion of hunting by this prelate, he made his efcape, and afterwards chaced the rebels 
out of the kingdom. But that all the ftory is falfe appears from Rymer, where we find, that t. e 
King, throughout all this period, continually exercifed his authority, and never was interrupted in his 
government. On the 7th ofMarch 1470, he gives a commiffion of array to Clarence, whom he then 
imagined a good fubjeet; and on the 23d of the fame month, we find him ifiiting an order for appre
hending him. Befides, in the King's manifefto againft the duke and earl (Clauf. 10 Edw. IV. m. 7, 
8.) where he enumerates all their treafons, he mentions no fu.ch faCt: He does not fo much as accufe 
them of exciting young \V clles's rebellion : He only fays, that they exhorted him to continue in his 
rebellion. vVc may judge how fmaller faets will be mifreprefented by hiftorians, who can in the moit 
material tranfattions rniftake fo grofsly. There may even fome fcruple arife wlth regard to the propo
fals of marrJage made to Bona of Savoy ; tho' almoft all the hiitorians concur in it, and the faEI: be very 
likely in itfelf: For there are no traces in Rymer of any fuch embaffy of Warwic's to France. The 
chief certainty in this and the preceding reign arifes either from· public records, or from the notice taken 
of certain pafiages by the French hiftorians. On the contrary, for fome centuries after tYle Qonquell, 
'he French hiftory is not compleat without the affill:ance ofEnglifh authors. 

'* Ryrr.er, vol. 11. p. 647, 6-19, 65o. t Cotton, p. 7oz. 
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tion of marrying that young nnbleman to his eldeil: daughter, Eliza eth, who, Chap. XXII. 
as he had yet no fons, was the prefumptive htir of the crown: Yet we find, that, 
foon after, b ·ing invited to a feJft by the archbifhop of York, a younger b f)thtr 
of vVarwic and Montague, he entertained a fudden fulpicion, that they in tended 
to feize his perfon or to n1urder him : And he abruptly departed from the en
tertainment*. 

SooN after, there broke out another rebellion, which is as unaccountable as all 
the preceding events; chiefly becaufe no fufficient reafon is affigned for it, and 
becaufe, fo far as it appears, the family of N evil had no hand in e-. ci ting and 
fomenting it. It arofe in Linco!nfhire, and was headed by Sir Robert We lies, 
[on to the lord of that name. The army of the rebels amounted to 3o,ooo men; 
but the lord Welles him!elf, far from giving countenance to them, fled into a 
fanCl:uary, in order to fecure his perfon againfi: the King's anger or fufpicions. 

147 • 

He was drawn from this retreat by a promife of fafety ; and was foon after not
withfranding this affurance, beheaded, along with Sir Thomas Dymoc, by ·orders 
from Edward t. The King fought a battle with the rebels, defeated them, took h M h 

• 1 3t arc • Sir Robert W elles and Str Thomas Launde prifoners, and ordered then1 im-
n1ediately to be beheaded . 

. En wARn, during thefe tranfactions, had fo little jealoufy of the earl of \:Var
VYic or duke of CJarence, that he granted them commiffions of array for levying 
forces againft the rebels :f:: But thefe noblemen, fo foon as they left the court, 
raifed troops in their own name, iffued declarations againft the government, and 
complained of grievances, oppreffions, and bad minifl:ers. The unexpeCl:ed de
feat of Welles difconcerred all their meafures ; and they retired northwards into 
Lancafhire, where they expected to be joined by lord Stanley, who Lac' married 
the earl of W anvi c' s fi il:er. But as that nobleman refi 'fed a 11 eo ncu rren ce with w arwic an.d 
them, and as lord Montague alfo remained quiet in Yorkrnire; rhey were obl ig- Clarcnce 
ed to diffolve their army, and to fly into Devonfl ire, where they embarked and banilhed. 
made fail towards Calais§. 

THE deputy governor, whom Warwic had left at Calais, wg.s one Vaucler, a 
Gafcon, who, feeing the earl return in this miferable condition, refufed him ad
million into the place ; and would not fo much as permit the dutchefs of Cla-

~ Fragm. E. IV. ad fin Sprotti. t Hall, fo1. 204. Fab' ·m, fol. 218. Habington, p. 
442. Holinglhed, p. 674-· t Rymer, vol. 11. o. 652. 

§ The King offered b) proclamation a reward of 1 coo pounds, or 1 eo pounds a year in bnd, to any 
that would feize them. \Vhence we may lc;trn that b.nd was at that time [ Id for about ten years pur-
-chafe, See R y mer, vol. 2. p. 6 ~ 4. . 
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Chap. XXII. rence to land, tho' a few days before, fhe had been delivered on fhip board of a 
1470• fon, and was at that time extremely di(ordered by ficknefs. With difficulty, he 

would allow a few flaggons of wine to be carried to the !hip for the ufe of 
the ladies : But as he was a man of fagacity, and well acquainted with the revo
lutions, to which England was fubjeCl:, he fecretly apologized to Warwic for 
this appearance of infidelity, and reprefented it as proceeding entirely from zeal 
for his fervice. He faid, that the place vras ill fupplied with provifions; that he 
could not depend on the attachment of de garrifon ; that the inhabitants, who 
lived by the Englifu commerce, would c~rtainly declare for the eftablifhed go
vernment; that the place was at prefent unable to refifi: the power of England 
on the one hand, and that of the duke of Burgundy on the other ; and that, by 
feeming to declare for Edward, he would acquire the confidence of that prince, 
and ftill keep it in his power, when it iliould become fafe and prudent, to re
ftore the fortrefs to its antient mat1er *· [t is uncertain, whether Warwic was 
fatisfied with this apology, or fufpeCl:ed a double infidelity in Vaucler; but he 
feigned to be entirely convinced by him; and having feized fome Flemifh veifels 
:'hich he found lying off Calais, he imrrediately made fail towards France. 

THE King of France, uneafy at the dote conjunCtion between Edward and the 
duke of Burgundy, received with the greateft demonfi:rations of regard and 
friendihip the unfortunate Warwic t, with whom he had formerly maintained a 
fecret correfpondence, and whom he hoped fiill to make his infirument in ovet· 
turning the government of England, and re-eftablifhing the houfe of Lancafier. 
No animofity was ever greater than that V"hich had long prevailed between that 
houfe and the earl of \Varwic. His father had been executed by orders from 
Margaret: He himfelf had twice reduced Henry to captivity, had banifhed the 
queen, had put to death all their moft zealous partizans either in the field or on 
the fcaffold, and had occafioned innumerable ills to that unhappy family. For 
this reafon, believing that fuch inveterate rancour would never admit of any cor
dial reconciliation, he had not mentioned Henry's name, when he took arms a
gainil: Edward ; and he rather endeavoured to prevail by means of his own ad
herents, than revive a party, which he fincerely hated. But his prefent 
diftreffes and the entreaties of Lewis, made him hearken to terms of accommo
dation ; and Margaret being fent for from Angers, where fhe then refided, an 
agreement was from common interefi: foon formed between them. It was ftipu
lated, that Warwic fh.ould adopt the caure of Henry, and endeavour to reftore 
him to liberty and to re-efl:ablilh him on the throne; that the adminiftration of 
the government, during the minority of young Edward, Henry's fon, i11ould re-. 

* Com~nes, liv. 3 · chap. 4· Hall, fol. 205. 
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fide conjointly in the earl of Warvic and duke of Clarence ; that printe Ed- Chap. xxrr. 
ward ihould marry the lady Anne, :econd daughter of that nobleman; and that 1470. 

the crown, in cafe of the failure of male-iffue in that prince, fhould defcend to 
the duke of Clarence, to the entire ~xclufion of King Edward and his pofterity. 
Never was confederacy on all fides, lefs natural or n1ore evidently the work of 
neceffity: But Warwic hoped, that 1ll former paffions of the Lancaftrians might 
be lofl: in prefent political views ; and that at worft, the independant power of his 
family, and the affections of the peo?le, would be able to give him fecurity, and 
enable him to exact the full perforfllance of all the conditiJns agreed on. The 
marriage of prince Edward with the lady Anne was immediately celebrated ill 

France. 

EowARD reafonably forefaw, that it would be eafy to diffolve an alliance, com
pofed of fuch difcordant parts. For this purpofe, he fent over a lady of great 
fagacity and addrefs, who belonged to the train of the dutchefs of Clarence, and 
who, under colour of attending her miftrefs, was empowered to negotiate with 
the duke, and renew the connexions of that prince with his own family*. She 
reprefented to Clarence, that he had mwarily, to his own ruin, become the inftru
ment of W arwic's vengeance, and lad thrown himfelf entirely in the power of 
his moft inveterate enemies; that the mortal injuries, which the one royal family 
had fuffered from the other, were now paft all forgivenefs, and no idea of an 
imaginary union in interefts could e, er fuffice to obliterate them ; that even if 
the leaders were willing to forget pafl: offences, the <mimofity of their adherents 
would prevent a fim:ere coalition of r-arties, and would, in fpite of all temporary 
and verbal agreements, preferve an e1ernal oppofition of n1eafures between them ; 
and that a prince, who deferted his own kindred, and joined the murderers of 
his father, left himfelf fingle, withoot friends, without protection, and would 
not, when misfortunes inevitably fell upon him, be fo much as entitled to any 
pity or regard frotn the reft of maDkind. Clarence was only one and twenty 
years of age, and feems to have po~ffed but a flender capacity ; yet he could 
eafily fee the force of thefe reafons; a:1d on the promife of forgivenefs and favour 
from his brother, he fecretly engaged, on a favourable opportunity, to defert the 
earl of W arwic, and abandon the Lancaftrian party. 

DuRING this negotiation, Warwic was fecretly carrying on a correfpondence of 
the fame nature with his brother, tl1e marquefs of Montague, who was entire,.. 
ly trufted by Edward; and like moti~es produced a like refolution in that noble .. 
man. The marquefs alfo, that he rnight render the projected blow the more 

* Cominec, liv. 3· chap. 5· Hall, hl. 207 . Holingfhed, p. 6i)· 
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Chap. XXII. deadly and .incurable, refolved, on his fide, to watch a favourable opportunity 
1 ~ 70

' for committing bis perfidy, and frill to maintain the appear.mce of being a zea
lous adherent to the houfe of York. · 

Septr. 
'\Vanvic ar.d 
Clarence re-
1Urn, 

AFTER thefe mutual fnares were thus carefuJ!y laid, the dcciflon of the quar
rel advanced apace. Lewis prepared a fleet to efcort the earl of Warwic, and of
fered him a fupply of men and money*. The duke of Burgundy, on the other 
hand, enraged at that nobleman for his feizure of the Flemifh !hips before Calais, 
and anxious to fupport the reigning family in England, with whom his own in
terefl:s were now colleCled, fitted out a larger fleet, with which he guarded the 
€hannel ; and he inceffantly warned his brother in law of the imminent perils, to 
which he was expofed. But Edward, tho' always brave and ofcen active, had 
very little forefight or penetration : He was not fenfible of his danger : He made 
no fuitable preparations againft the earl of W arwic t : He even faid~ . that the 
duke might fpare himfelf the trouble of guarding the feas, and that he wit1Jed for 
nothing more than to fee W arwic fet foot on Engli!h ground t. A vain confi
dence in his own prowefs, joined to the immoderate love of pleafure, had made 
f1im incapable of all found rea.fon and reflection. 

TnE event foon happened, of which Ed\vard feemed fo .dcfirous. A frorm 
uifperfed the Flemifh navy, and left the feas open to Warwic §. That nobleman 
feized the ~pportunity, and fetting fail, quickly landed at Dartmoutb, with the 
d u (e of Clare nee, the earls of Oxford and PLmbroke, and a fmall body of troops; 
wbde the King was in the north, engaged in fuppreffing an infurreB:ion, whicli 
had been raifed by the lord Fitz- H ugh, brother in law to W arwic. The fee ne, 
which enfues, feems more like the fiCtion of a poem or romance than an event 
in true hiftory. 1'he prodigious popularity of Warwic IJ, the zeal of the Lan· 
ca[l:rim party, the fpirit of difcontent with which many were infected, and the 
general infiability of the Englifh nation, occafioned "by the late frequent revolu
tions, drew fuch multitudes to his ftandard, that in a very few days his army 
amoun-ted t<? fixty thoufand men, and was continually encreafing. Edward haf.. 
tened fouthwards to encounter him ; and the two armies approached each other 
near Nottingham, where a deciGve act;on was every m.oment expeCted. The 
rapidity of W arwic's progrefs had incapacitated the duke of Clarence from execut
ing his plan of treachery ; and the marquefs of Montague had here the opportu
nity of fl:riking the firft blow. He communicated the deflgn to his adherents, 
who promiftd him their concurrence : They took to arms in the night time, and 
haftcned with loud acclamations to Edward's quarters: The King was alarmed ac 

* Comines, liv. 3· chap. 4· 
. chau. 5. Hall, fol. zo8. 

Hall, fol. 207. t Grafton, p. 6S7. t Comines, liv •. 
~ Comines, liv. 3· chap. 5. · V. Hall, fol. zo5 .. 
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the noife, and ftarting from his bed, heard the cry of war, ufually employed by Chap. XXII. 

the Lancafrrian party. Lord Haft:ings, his chamberlain, informed him of the 147o. 
danger, and urged him to make his efcape by fpeedy flight from an army, where 
he had fo many concealed enemies, and where few feemed to be zealoufly attach-
ed to his ferv;ce. He had ju!l time to get on horfeback, and to hurry with a 
fmall retinue to Lynne, in Norfolk, where he luckily found fome fhips ready, on 
·board which he prefently embarked*. And after this manner, the earl of \Var- ;~:~y;~.IV. 
wic, in no longer fpace than eleven days after his firft landing, was left entire 
n1after of the kingdom. 

BuT Edward's danger did not end with his embarkation. The Eafterlings or 
Hanfe- Towns were then at war both with France and ·England ; and fome !hips 
of thefe people, hovering on the Englifh coaft, efpied the King's veffels, and 
gave chace to them; nor was it without extreme difliculty, that he made his 
efcape into the port of Alcmaer in Holland. f-:Ie had fled from England with (uch 
precipitation, that he had carried nothing of value along with f:im ; and the only 
reward, which he could beftow on the captain of the vdfcl, that brought him 
over, was a robe, lined with fables; promiG.ng him an ample recompence, if 
fortune ihould ever become more propitious to him t. 

lT is not likely, that Edward could be very fond of prefenting himfelf in this 
lamentable condition before the duke of Burgundy ; and that having fo fudden_ 
ly, after his mighty vaunts, loft all footing in his own kingdom, he could be in
fenfible to the ridicule, which muft attend him in the eyes of that prince. The 
duke, on his part, was no lefs embarraifed how he fho~1ld receive the dethroned 
n1onarch. As l1e had ever borne a greater afr ction to the houfe of Lancafter 
than to that of York, nothing but political views had engaged him to contract 
an alliance wi,th the latter family; and he forefaw, that probably the revolution 
in England would now turn this alliance againft him, and render the reigning 
fam~ly in that kingdom his implacable and jealous enemy. For this reafon, when 
the firft rumor of that event reached him, attended · with the circumftance of 
Edward's death, he feemed rather p~eafed with the catafl:rophe; ar:d it was no 
agreeable difappointment to find, that he muft either undergo the burthen of 
fupporting an exiled prince, or the di01onour of abandoning fo near a relation :t. 
He began already to fay, that his connexions were with the kingdom of Eng: 
land, not \Vith the King; and that it was indifferent to him, whether the name 
of Edward or that of Henry was employed in the articles of treaty ·. Thefe 

• Comines, l iv. 3. chap. 5. Hall, fol. 208. 

:t Comines, liv 3· chap. 5· Habington, P.· 145· 
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Cn<1p. XXII. fentiments were continua1Iy flrengthened by the fubfequent events. Vaucler, the 
147o. deputy governor of Calais, tho' he had been confirmed in his cotnmand by Ed

ward, and even received an annual penfion from the duke of Burgundy on ac
count of his fidelity to the crown *, no fooner faw his old mafl:er, Warwic, re
inftated in authority, than he declared for him, and with great demonflrations. 
of zea] and attachment, put the whole garrifon in his livery t. And the intel
ligence, which the duke received every day from England, feemed to promife 

an entire and full fettlement in the family of Lancafier .. 

Henry VI. 
reftored. 

IMMEDIATELY after Edward~s flight had left the kingdom entirely at Warwic~s 
difpofal, that nobleman haftened to London; and taking Henry from his con
finement in the Tower, into which he had been the chief caufe of throwing him, 

he proclaimed him King with great folemnity. A parliament was fummoned in 
the name of that prince to meet at Weftminfier ; and as this affembly could 
pretend to no liberty amidft fuch enraged factions, governed by fuc:;h an impe

tuous fpirit as Warwic, their votes were entirely dictated by the ruling party :f:. 
The treaty with Margaret was here fully executed : Henry was recognized for 

lawful King ; but his incapacity for government being avowed, the regency was 
entruiled to W arwic and Clarence till the majority of prince Edward ; and in de
fault of that prince's itfue, Clare nee was declared fucceffor to the crown. The 

ufual bufinefs alfo of reverfals went on without oppofition: Every ftatute, made~ 
during the reign of Ed ward, was repealed ; that prioce was declared to be an 
ufurper;. he and his adherents were attainted; and in particular, Richard, duke 
of Glocefter, his younger brother: All the attainders of the Lancaftrians, the 

dukes of Somerfet and Exeter, the earls of Richmond, Pembroke, Oxford and 
. Ormond, were reverfed ; and every one was refi:ored, who had loft either ho· 

QOurs or fortune, by his former adherence to the caufe of Henry. -

THE ruJing party were more fparing in their executions~ than was ufual after .: 

any revolution during thofe violent times. The only victim of diftintl:.ion was 
John Tibetot, earl of Worcefter, conftable of England. This accompliihed per
fon, born in an age and nation where the nobility valued themfelves on ignorance 
as their privilege, and left learning to monks and fchoolrnafters, for whom in .. 
deed the fpurious erudition that prevailed, was beft fitted, had been ftruck with 
the firfl: rays of true fcience, which began to penetrate from the fouth, and had 

' been zealous, by his exhortations and example, to propagate the love of letters 

among his u~polifhed countrymen. It is pretended, that knowledge had not pro-
4iuced on th1s nobleman himfelf, the effect which fo natu.r~lly attends. it~ of hu-

• Grafton, p. 683. t CCilmines, liv. 3· chap. 6~ Hall, fol. 211. 

:t Grafton, p. 691. Fabian, fol. 219. PolY.d Virg. p. szt. 
maniz~ 
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manizing the temper, and foftening the heart * ; and that he had enraged the Chap. XXU. 
Lancaftrians againft him, by the feverities which he exercifed upon them, during 147°· 

, the prevalence of his own party. He endeavoured to conceal himfelf after the 
flight of Edward; but was caught on the top of a tree in the foreft of Weybridge, 
was conduCl:ed to London, tried before the earl of Oxford, condemned and ex
ecuted. .f\11 the other confiderable Yorkifts either fled beyond fea, or took ihelter 

~ in fanCl.uaries; where the ecclefiaftical privileges offered them protection. In Lon
don a1one, it is computed, that no lefs than 2000 perfons faved themfelves in 'this 
n1anner t; a·nd among the reft, Edward's Qgeen, who was there delivered of a 
fon, called by his father's name :f:. 

Q£-EEN Margaret, the other rival ~1een, had not yet appeared in England,, 
but on receiving intelligence of Warwic's fuccefs, was preparing with prince Ed
ward for her journey. All the bani!hed Lancaftrians flocked to her; and among 
the reft, the duke of Somerfet, fon to the duke beheaded after the battle of I-Iex
ham. T:his nobleman, Mlho had long been regarded as head of the party, had 
fled into the Low Countries on the difcomfiture of his friends ; and as he concealed 
his name and quality, he had languilhed in the mofi extreme want and indigence. 
Philip de Comines tells us §, that he himfelf there faw him, as well as the duke · 
of Exeter, in a conditiQn no better than that of the meaneft beggar ; till being 
difcovered by Philip duke of Burgundy, they had fmall penfions allowed them~ 
and were living in filence and obfcurity, when the fuccefs of their party called 
them from their retreat. But both Somerfet and Margaret were detained by 
contrary winds, from reaching England 11, till a new revolution in that kingdom, 
no lefs fudden and furprizing than the former, threw them into greater mifery 
than that fro111 which they had juft emerged. 

THo' the duke of Burgundy, by neglecting Edward, and paying court to the 
~ eftablifhed government, had endeavoured to conciliate the friendlhip of the Lan

cafirians, he found that they had not fucceeded to his wifh ; and the antient con
nexions betwc-..n ~he King of France, and the earl (}f Warwic, frill held him in 
great doubt and anxiety +· This nobleman, too haflily regarding Charles as his 
determined enemy, had fent over to Ca1ais a bo,ly of -4-ooo men, who committed 
inroads on the Low-countries * ; and the duke of Burgundy faw himfdf in dan
ger of being oporelfed by the united arms of France and of England. I-Ie re
folved therefore to grant fome affiftance to his brother-in-law ; but in fuch a co
vert manner, as fhould give the leaft offence poffible to the government of Eng· 

* Hall, fol. 210. Stowe, p. 4 2 2 . t Comines, Iiv. 3· chap. 7· t Hall, foi. ZIO . 

Stowe, p. 423. Holinglhed, p. 677. Grafion, p. 690. § ~iv . 3· chap. 4• ll Graf-
ton, p. 69:z. Polyd. Virg. p. 522. + Hall, fol. 205 . . • Comines, liv. 3· c1-!ap. 6. 
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land. He equipped four large veffels, in the name of fome private merchants, atTerveN" 
in Zealand ; and caufing fourteen fhips to be fecretly hired of the Eailerlings, he de
livered this fmall fquadron to Edward, who, receiving alfo a fum of money from 
the ·duke, immediately fet fail for England. No fooner was Charles informed of 
his departure, than he iffued a proclamation inhibiting all his fubjeCts to give him 
countenance or afil.fl:ance * ; an artifice wl)ich could not blind the earl of vVarwic, 
but which might fervc as a decent pretence, if he was fo difpofed, for maintaining 
friendiliip with the houfe of Burgundy. 

Eow A R D, impatient tG take revenge of his enemies, and to recover his loft 
auth'ority, made an attempt to land with his forces, which exceeded not zooo 
tnen, on the coaH: of Norfolk; but being there repulfed t, he failed northwards, 

.,..z~th March. an·d difembarked at Ravenfpur in Yorkfhire. Finding, that: the new magiilrates, 
.Edward lV. who had been placed in authority by the earl of ~V11rwic, kept the people from returns. 

joining him, he pretended, and even made oath, that he came not to challenge the 
crown, but only the inheritance of thej1oufe of York, which of right belonged 
to him, and that he did not intend to raife a civil war in the kingdom t. I-lis 
p,utizans every moment flocked to his il:andard: f-Ie was admitted into the city of 
York § : And he was foon in a fituation,' which gave him hopes of fuccefs in all 
his claims and pretenfions. 'The marquis of Mocitague commanded in the north
ern counties; but from fome myfl:erious reafons, which, as well as many other 
important tranfaCl:ions in that age, no hiftorian has cleared up, he totally neglected 
the beginnings of an infurreCtion, which he ought to have eileemed fo formid- -
able 11· W arwic alfembled an army at Leicefter, with an intention of meetino-

, t> 
and of giving battle to the enemy; but Edward, by taking another road, paif~d 
him unmoleftcd, and prefented himfelf before the gates of London. Had he 
here been refufed admittance, he was totally ruined : But there were many caufes, 
which inclined the citizens to favour him. His numerous friends, ilfuing forth 
from their fanCtuaries, were active in his caufe ; many ri~h merchants, who had 

• 1 

formerly lent him tnoney, faw no other chance for tHeir payment but his reftora-
tion; the city-dames, who Iiad been liberal of their favours to him, and who 
Hill retained an affeCtion for this young and gallant prince, fwayed their huiliands 
.and friends in his behalf + ·; and above all, the archbifhop of York, Warwic's 
brother, to whom the care of the city wa;; committed, bad fecretly, from unknown 

uth April. reafons, entered into a correfpondence with him, aqd he facilitated Edward's ad .. 

• Comines, liv. 3. chap. 6: t Holinglhed, p. 679· t Hall, fol. zq.. Habing-
ton, P-'++7· Holingfhcd, p. 679. Grafton, p. 6g8. Fabian, fol. 219. § Polyd. Virg. 
p. SZ4r Leland's collect. vol. 2. p. 504.. 11 HaU, fol. 2 r 5· Habington, p. 447· Holing-
.fhed, p. 68o. Polyd. Virg. p. 524. 4- Comines, liv. 3· chap. 7· 
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miffion into London. The m oft likely caufe, which can be affigned for thofe Chap. xxrr. 
multiplied infidelities, even in the family itfelf of Nevil, is the fpirit of faction, lf7I· 

which, when it b .. comes inveterate, it is very difficult for any man entirely to 
!hake off. Thefe perfons, who had long difl:inguilhed themfelves in the York 
party, were unable to act with zeal and cordiality for the fupport of the Lancaf-
trians; and they were inclined, by every profpect of favour or accommodation, 
offered them by Edward, to return to their antient connexions. However this 
may be, Edward's entrance into London, made him mafl:er not only of that ridi 
and powerful city, but alfo of the perfon of Henry, who, deftined to be the 
perpetual fport of fortune, thus fell again into the hands of his enemies *. 

IT appears not, thJt W arwic, during his 1hort adminiftration, which had con
tinued only fix months, had been guilty of any unpopular acts, or had any wife 
deferved to forfeit that general favour, with which he had fo lately overwhelmed 
Edward. B:.~t this prince, who was formerly the defendant, was now the ag
greffor; and having overcome the difficulties, which always attend the beginnings 
of an infurrretion, poffeffed many advantages above his enemy : 1-fis partizans 
were actuated by that zeal and courage, which the notion of an attack infpires; 
his opponents were intimidated for a like reafon; every one, who had been dif ... 
appointed in the hopes, which he had entertained from Warwic's elevation, either 
became a cool friend, or an open enemy to that nobl ·man; and each malecontent, 
from whatever caufe, proved an acceflion to Edward's army·. The King, there· 
fore, found himielf in a condition to face the earl of \Varwic, who, being re
inforced by his fon !n-1aw, the duke of Clarence, and his brother the marquis 
of Montague, took pofl: at Earner, in the neighbourhood of London. The ar
rival of ~een Margaret was every day expected, who would have drawn toge
ther all the true Lancaftrians, and have brought a mighty accefilon to vVarwic's 
forces: But this very confideration proved a motive to the earl rather to hurry on 
a decifive action, than to !hare the victory with rivals and antient enemies, vvho, 
he forefaw, would, in cafe of fucce(s, claim the chir.:f merit in the enterprize t. 
But while his jealoufy was all directed towards tha~ fide, be overlooked the dar.
gerous infidelity of friends, who lay the neareft to his oofom. His brother, 
Montague, who had lately temporized, Lems now to have remained fincereJy 
attached to the interells of his family: But his fon in law, tho' bound to him by 
every tye of honour and gratitude, tho' he fhared the power of the regency, tho' ' 
he had been invefl:ed by \Varwic in all the honours and patrimony of the houfe cf 
York, refolved to fulfil. the fecret engagements, which he had formerly taJ~en 
with his brother, and to fupport the interefts of his own family : He d':ferted to 

* Grafton, p. 7,02, i' Comines, l:v. 3 cl ar. . 7· 
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~hap XXII. the King in the night· ti me, and carried over a body of 12000 men along with 
14

·7'' him*. Warwic was now too fat advanced to retreat; and as he rejected with 
difdain all terms of peace offered him by Ed ward and Clarence, he was obliged 

14th April. to hazard a general engagement. The battle was fought with great obftinacy on 
Battle dofdBarh· both fides: The two armies, in imitation of their leaders, exerted uncommon acts 
net , an eat 
of \VJrw!c. of valour: A nd the viCtory remained long undecided between them. But an ac-

cident threw at laft the balance to the fide of the Yorkifts. Edward's cognifance 
was a fun ; that of W arwic a ftar with rays; and the miil:inefs of the morning 
rendering it difficult to diftinguifh them, John earl of Oxford, who fought on 
the fide of the Lancafrrians, was, by miftake, attacked by his friends, and chaced 
off the field of battle t. W arwic, contrary to his more ufual practice, engaged 
that day on foot, refol ving to fhow his army, that he meant to 1ha,re every fortune 
with them, and he was fiain in the thickefr of the engagement j:: His brother 
underwent the fame fate : And as Ed ward had iifued orders not to give any quar
ter, a great and undifl:ingui!hed fiaughter was made in the purfuit §. There fell 
about I 500 on the fide of the conquerors. 

THE fame day that this decifive battle was fought IJ, Queen Margarec and her . 
• fon, now about eighteen years of age, and a very promifing youth, arrive~ at 

Weymouth, fupparted by a fmall body of French forces. When this princefs 
received intelligence of her hufband's captivity, and of the defeat and death of 
the earl of W arwic, her courage, which had fupported her under fo many difaf .. 
trous events, here quite left her ; and ihe immediately forefaw all the difmal con
fequences of tbis calamity. She took fanfruary at firft in the abbey of Beaulieu + ; 
but being encouraged by the appearance of Tudor, earl of Pembroke, and Court· 
ney earl of Devonfhire, of the lords Wenloc and St. John, with other men of 
rank, who exhorted her frill to hope for fuccefs, lhe refumed her former fpirit, 
and determined to deft nd to the utmofr the ruins of her fallen fortunes. She ad- ' 
vanced th ro' the counties of Devon, Somerfet, and Gloceil:er, encreafing her ar
my on each day's march ; but was at Iail: overtaken by the rapid and expeditious 

BattleofTeu- Edward, at Teukefbury, on the b-anks of the Severne. The Lancafrrians were 
kefbury. here totally defeated : The earl of Devonfhire and lord Wenloc, were killed in 

4th lVTay. the field : The duke of Somerfet, and about twenty other perfons of diil:intlion, 
having taken lhelter in a church, were furrounded, dragged out, and immediately 
beheaded : About 3000 of their fide fell in battle: And the army was entirely 
difperfed. 

* Grafton, p. 700. 

ton, P· 4 49· 
vol. z. p . 505. 

Comines, Iiv. 3· chap. 7· Leland's Collect. vol. z. p. 505. t HClbing· 
! Comines, liv. 3· chap . 7· § Hall, fol. 218. 11 Leland's Collect. 
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QyEEN Margarct and her fon were taken prifoners, and brought to the King, Chap. X rn. 

who afked the prince, afcer an infulting manner, how he dared to invade his do- 147
'· 

n1inions? 1"'he young prince, more n1indful of his high birth than of his prefent 

fortune, replied, that he came thither to claim his jufl: inheritance. The unge-
nerous Ed ward, infenfible to pity, ftruck him on the face with his gauntlet ; and 
the dukes of CJarence and Glocefl:er, lord I-Iaftings and fir 'fhomas Gray, taking 
the blow as a fignal for farther viol~nce, hurried the prince into the next aparr-
tnent, and there difpatched him with their daggers *. Margaret was thrown in-
to the Tower: King Henry expired in that confinement a few days after the battle 1\I.urder of 

f {b b t h h d' d f l . 1 d I . . pnnce Ed-
0 Teuke ury ; ut W11et er e 1e o a natura or v1o ::nt ~eat 1 IS uncertam. ward. 

It is pretended, and was generally believed, that the dLJke of Glocefrer killed z Iil May. 

him with his own hands t : But the univerfal odium under which that prince's 
memory defc.rved]y labours, inclined perhaps the nation to aggravate his crimes Death 0~ 

. . l . I . . h h H Henry \ I. 
without any fuffic1ent aut 1onty. t IS certam, owever, t at enry's death. was 
very fudden ; and tho' he laboured before under an ill ftate of health, this cir
cumftance, joined to the general manners of the age, gave a very natural ground 
of fufpicion ; which was rather increafed than diminifhed, by the expofing of his 
body to public view. 'I' hat precaution fcrved only to recal many fimilar in fiances . 
in the Englifh hiftory, and to fuggcft the comparifon. 

ALL the hopes of the Lancaftrians feemed now to be utterly extinguifhed. 
Every legitimate prince of that family was dead : Almoft all the great leaders of 
the parry had perifhed in battle or on the fcaffold : J afper, earl of Pembroke, who 

was levying forces in Wales, difperfed his army, when he received intelligence of 
the battle of Teukefbury ; and he fled into Brittany with his nephew, the young 
earl of Richmond :1:· The bafl:ard of Falconbrige, who had levied fome forces, 
and advanced to London during Edward's abfence, was repulfed; his men defert~d 
him ; he was taken prifoner and immediately executed § : And peace being now 
fully reH:ored to the nation, a parliament was fummoned, which ratified, as ufual, 
all the aCts of the viCtor, and recognized his legal authority. Cth Oal', 

BuT this prince, who had been fo firm and active, and intrepid during the 
courfe of adverfity, was ftill unable to refift the allurements of a profpero·us for
tune; and he wholly devoted himfelf as before, to pleafure and amufemcnt, after 
he became entirely mafier of his kingdom, and had no longer any enemy who 
could give him anxiety or alarm. He recovered, however, by this gay and in
offenfive courfe of life, and by his eafy, familiar manners, that popularity, which 

• Hall, fol. zz 1. Habington, p. 4)3· Holing!hed, p. 688. PolyJ. Virg. p. 5 30. 1· Co-
mines, Hall,Jol. 223. Grafcon, p. 103. :J: H·bington, p. '54· P.ulyd. Virg. p. 531. 

§ Holingfhed, p. 689, 69o, 693· fliit Croyl. cont. p. 5 54• 
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Chap. XXII. it is natural to imagine, 'he had loll: by the repeated cruelties exerci fed upon hi;:,-
Lf7Z· enemies ; and ' the eyample alfo of his jovial feft!vity, ferved to abate the former 

acrimony of fatlion among his fu~jecrs, and to reftore the focial difpofition, whi{ b 
had been fo long interrupted between the oppofite parties. All men feemed to be 
fully fatisfied with the prefent government ; and the memory of pafl calami ties 
ferved only to imprefs the people more ftrongly with a fcnfe of their allegiance,. 
and with the refolution of never incurring any more the hazard of renewing fuch 
direful fcenes. 

BuT while the King was thus indulging himfelf in pleafure, he was rouzed 
from the lethargy by a profpect of foreign conquefts, which, it is probable, his 
defire of popularity,. more than the fpirit of ambition, had made him covet. 
Tho' he deemed himfelf very little beholden to the duke of Burgundy, for the 
reception which that prince had given him during his exile *, the political interefts 
of their ftates maintained frill a clofe connexion between them ; and they agreed 
to unite their arms in making a powerful invafion on France. A league was 
formed, in which Edward ftipulated to pafs the feas with an army, exceeding 
Io,ooo men, and to invade the French territories; Charles promifed to join him 
with all his forces : The King was to chall_enge the crown of France, and to ob
tain at le aft the provinces of Normandy and Guienne : The duke was to acquire 
Champaigne and fame other territories, and. to free all his dominions from the 
burthen of homage to the crown of France : And neither party was to make 
peace without the confent of tne other t. They were the more encouraged to 
hope for fuccefs from this league, as the count de St. Pol, conftable of France, 
who was matter of St. ~1intin, and fome towns on the S01nme, had fecretly pro
mifed them his affiftance ; and there were alfo hopes of engaging the duke of 
Brittany to enter into the confederacy. 

THE profpetl: of a.French war was always a fure tneans of n1aking the parlia~ 
'ment open their pur-fes, as far as the haoits of that age woula permit. They 
voted the King a tenth of rents, or two Th.illings in the pound; which muft have 
been very inaccurately levied, fince it produced only 3 r, 46o pounds ;· and they 
added to this fupply a whole fifteenth, and three quarters of another :J:: But as · 
·the King deemed thefe fttms frill unequal to the undertaking, he attempted to le
vy mon.ey by the way of benevolence; a fort of exattion, which, . except during 
the reign of Henry Ill. had fcarce ever been praeticed in former times, and which. 
tho' the confent of the parties was pretended to be gained, could not be efieemed 

• Comines, liv. 3· chap. i· t Rymer, vol. 11. p. 8o6, 8o7, 8•8, &c. 
p. 696, 7oo, Hift. Croyl. cont. 558. 

t Cotton, . 
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·entirely voluntary ~~. The claufes, annexed to the parliamentary grant, Ihow Cha . XXH. 
fufficiently the fpirit of the nation in this refpeCt. The rnoney levied by the fif- 1 474· 
teenth was not to be put into the King's hands, but to be kept in religious houfes; 
and if the expedition into France did not take place, it was immediately to be 
refunded to the people. After thefe grants, the parliament was di.ffolved, which 
had f3t near twa years and a half, and had undergone feveral prorogations; a prac~ 
tice not very ufual at that tirne in England. 

TnE King pa.ffed over to Calais with an army of 1500 men at a ms, and ISOoo 
147

w. 
_archers; attended with all the chief nobility of Englan'i, who, prognofticating Inva~on'of 
f r. tr. f h ft . h' I f France • . uture 1ucceues rom t e pa , were eager to appear 10 t 1s great t 1eatre o ho-
nour t. But all their fanguine hopes were damped, when they found, on enter- . 
ing the French territories, that neither the conftable opened his gates to t em, 
nor did the duke of Burgundy bring them the fmalleft affiftance. That prince, 
tranfported by his ardent temper, had carried all his armies to a great diirance, 
and had employed thetn in wars on the frontiers of Germany, and againil the uke 
of Lorrain; and tho' he came in perfon to Edward, and endeavoured to apoJ0 .. 

gize for this breach of treaty, there was no profpeCt that they would be able this cam
paign to n1ake a conjunCtion with the Englifh. This circumftance gave great dif
guft to the King, and inclined him to hearken to thofe advances, which Lewis 
continu~lly made him for an accommodation. 

THAT monarch, more fwayed by political views than by the point of honour, 
deemed no fubmiffions too mean, which could free him from enemies, who had 
proved fo formidable to his predeceifors, and who, united to fo many other ene-

. mies, might ftilllhake the well eftablifhed government ofFrance. It appears from Co
mines, that difcipline was, at this time, very imperfed: among the Englilh ; and that 
their civil wars, tho' long continued, yet, being always decided by hafty Battles, 
had frill left them ignorant of the improvements, which the military art was tie
ginning to receive upon the continent :f:. But as Lewis was fenfible, that the 
warlike genius of the people would foon render them excellent foldiers, he was far 
from dcfpifing them for their prefent want of experience; and he employed all 
his art to detach them from their alliance with Burgundy. When Edwarcl fent 
a herald to claim the crown of France, and to carry him a defiance in cafe of re
fufal ; fo far from anfwering to this bravado in like haughty term~ he repJiea 
with great temper, and even made the herald a confiderable prefent § : l-Ie to"oi 

• Hall, fol. zz6. Habington, p. 46 r. Grafton, p. 719. Fabian, fol. zz 1. 

t Comines, liv. 4· chap. 5. This author fays, (chap. 1 1 .) that the King artfully brought O\'er fome 
of the r'cheft of his fubjeB:s, who, he knew, would be foon tired of the war, and would promote 
all propof.1.ls of peace, which le forefaw, would foon become necefE1ry. 

t Comines, Jiv. 4· chap. 5. § Comines, liv. 4• ch(lp. 5. HllllJ fol. 227. 
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afterwards an opportuni ty of fending a herald to the Englifh camp; and giving· 
him directions to apply to the lords Stanley ~nd I:-Ioward , who, he I eard, were 
f riends to peace, he defi red the good offices of th ::fe noblemen in promoting an. 
accommodation with their mafter *. As Edward was now fallen into like d1fpo· · 
fitions, a truce was foon concluded on terms more advantageous than honourable 
to Lewis. He ftipulated to pay Edward immediately 75,000 crowns, on con
dition that he fhould withdraw his army from France, and promifed to pay him 
so,ooo crowns a year during their joint lives: It was added, that the Dauphin, 
when of age, !hould marry EdwarcPs eldeft daughter t.- In order to ratify this 
treaty, the twl> n1onarchs agreed to have a perfonal interview; and for this pur
pofe, fuitable preparations were made at Pecquigni near Amiens: A clofe rail · 
was drawn acrofs a bridge in that place, with no larger intervals than would al
low the arm to pafs; a precaution which was ufed to prevent a like accident with 
that which happened to John duke of Burgundy in his conference with the Dau
phin at Montereau. Edward and Lewis came to the oppofite fides; conferred 
privately together ; and having confirmed their friendihip, and interchanged many 
mutual civilities, they foon after parted :J:. 

LEWis was anxious not only to gain the King's friendfhip ; but alfo that of the· 
nation, and of all the confiderable perfons in the Englifh court. He beftowed 
penfions, to the amount of 1 6,ooo crowns a year, on feveral of the King's fa
vourites; on lord Ha flings two thoufand crowns; on lord Howard and others 
in proportion ; and thefe great minifters were not afhamed thus to receive wages. 
from a foreign prince §. As the two armies, after the conclufion of the truce, 
remained fome time in the neighbourhood of each other, the Englifh were not 
only admitted freely into Amiens, where Lewis refided, but had alfo a11 their 
charges defrayed, and had wine and victuals furnifhed them in every inn, with
out any payments being demanded. They flocked thither in fuch multitudes, 
that once above nine thoufand of then1 were in the town, and they might have 
rnade themfelves mafrers of the King's perfon; but Lewis, concluding from their 
carelefs and diffolute manner of living, that they had no bad intentions, was care
ful not to betray the leaft figns of fear or jealoufy. And when Edward, in
formed of this diforder, defired him to ihut the gates againft them ; he replied, 
that he would never agree to exclude the Englilh from the place where he refid-
ed ; but Edward, if he pleafed, might recall them, and ptace his own officers at: 

· the gates of Amiens to prevent their returning ll· 

• Comine~, liv. 4• chap. 7. t Rymer, vol. I 2 . p . I 7. t Comines, liv. 4, chap. 9• . 

~ Hall, fol . 1.35· 11 Comines, li\r, +· chap. 9 · H.l11, fol. 233· 
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LEWIS's defire of confirming a mutual amity wi.th Eng1ant1, engaged him even Chap. XXIL 

to make imprudent ·aovance~, which coO: him afterwards fome p1ins to evade. In 1
475· 

the conference at Pecquigni, he had faid to Edwdrd, that he wifhed to have a vifit 

from him at Paris; that he would there ende-avour to amufe him with the ladies, ' 
and that, in cafe any offences were then committed, he would affign him the car· 

din a! of Bourbon for confdfor, who, from fellow.feeling, would not be over and 

above fevere in the penances, which he would injoin. This hint made de~per 
imprefi1ons thas Lewis intended. Lord Howard, who accompanied him back 
to Amiens, told him, in confidence, that, if he was fo difpofed, it would no 

be impofiible to perfuade Edward to take a journey with hin1 to Paris, where 

they might make merry together. Lewis pretended at firfl: not to hear this offer; 
but on Howard's repeating it, he expreifed his concern, that his wars with the 
duke 'of Burgundy would not permit him to attend his royal gueft, and do him 

the honours he intended. " Edward,'' faid he privately to Comines, '·'is a ve

" ry handfome and a very amorous prince : Some lady at Paris may like him as
u well as he !hall do her; and may invite him to return in another manner. It 

" is better that the rea fhould be between us." -'t 

' THIS treaty did very little honour to either of thefe monarchs : It difcovercd 

the imprudence of Edward, who had taken his meafures fo ill with his allies, as to 

be obliged, after fuch expenfive preparations, to return without making any ac

quifitions, equivalent to them: It !bowed the want of dignity in Lewis, who, 
rather than run the hazard of a battle, agreed to fubjeB: his kingdom to a tribute, 
and thus acknowledge the fuperiority of a neighbouring prince, poifeffed of much 

]efs power and territory than himfelf. But as Lewis made intereft the foie teft of 
honour, he thought, that all the advantages of the treaty were on his fide, and 

that he had over,reached Edward by fending him out of France on fuch eafy 
term~. For this reafon, he was very folicitous to conceal his triumph; and he 

ftriB:ly enjoined his courtiers never to £how the Englifh the leaft fign of mockery 

or ridicule againft them. But he did not himfelf very carefully obferve fo pru· 

dent a rule: He could not forbear, one day, in the joy of his heart, throwing out 

fome raillery on the eafy fimplicity of Edward and his council: When he perceiv

ed, that he was overheard by a Gafcon, who had fettled in England. He was 

immediately fenfible of the blunder; fent a meffage to the gentleman; and of

fered him fuch advantages in his own country, as engaged him to remain in 

~·ranee. It is but ju.ft, faid he, that I pay the pe1talty of my talkativenefst. 

THE moft honourable part of Lewis's treaty with Edward was the ftipulation 

for the liberty of queen Margaret, who,. tho' after the death of her hufband anc 

Comines, liv. 4· chap. !O. Habington, p. 469. t Comines, liv. 3· chap. 10. 
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Il I S T 0 H .. Y o F E N G L .A N D. 

Chap. xxn. fon, f11e could no longer be formid <ible to the government, was frill de.tained in 
Lt-;s. cufiody by Edward . ' Lewis paid fifty thoL·fmd crowns for her ranfom; and that 

princefs, who had been io aCtive in the ftage of the world, and who had expe
rienced fuch a variety of fortune, paired the refl: of her days in tranquillity and 
privacy, till the year I48i,. when !he died : An admirable princefs, but more il
Juftrious by her undaunted fpirit in ad verfity, than by her moderation in profpe
rity. She feems neither to have enjoyed the virtues, nor been fubject to the 
wedknefies of her fex; and was as much tainted with the ferodty, as endowed 
with the courage, of that barbarous age, ' in which lhe lived. 

THo' Edward had fo little reafon to be fatisfied with the conduct of the duke 
of Burgundy, he refervcd to that prince a power of acceding to the treaty of 
Amiens : But Charles, when the offer was made him, haughtily replied, that he 
was able to fupport himfelf without the affiftance of England, arid that he would 
make no peace with Lewis, till three months after Edward's return into his own . 
country. This prince poffeffed all the ambition and courage of a conqueror; 
but being defective in policy and prudence, qualities no lefs effential, he was un
fortunate in all his enterprizes; and perifhed at lail: in battle againft the Swifs * ; 
a people, whom he defpifed, and who, tho' brave and free, had hitherto been in 
a manner overlooked in the general fyftem of Europe. This event, which hap-

If77· pened in the year 1477, produced a grea~ alteration in the views of all the prin-
ces, and was attended with confequences which were felt for many generations. 
Charles left only one daughter, Mary, by his firft wife; and this princefs being 
heir of his opulent and extenfi ve dominions, was courted by all the potentates of 
Chrirtendom, who contended with each other for the poffeffion of fo rich a prize. 
'Lewis, the head of her family, might, by a proper application, have obtained 
this match for the Dauphin, and have thereby united to the crown of France all 
the provinces of the Low Countries, together with Burgundy, Artois, and Pic
cardy ; which would at once have rendered his kingdom an overmatch for all 
his neighbours. But a man wholly interefted is as rare as one entirely endowed 
with the oppofite virtue; and Lewis, tho' impregnable to all .the fentiments of 
generofity and friendihip, was, on this occafion, carried fcom the road of true po
licy by the paffions of animoflty and revenge. He had imbibed fo deep a ha
tred of the houfe of Burgundy, that he chofe rather to fubd ue the princcfs by 
fo rce of arms, than unite her to hi family by marriage: He conquered the dut
chy of Burgundy and that part of Picardy, which had been ceded to Philip the 
Good by the treaty of Arras : But he forced the ftates of the Netherlands to be~ 
:ftow their fovereign in marriage on MaximiliJn of Auftria, fon to th·e emperor, 

* Comines, liv. 5. chap. 8. 

Frede-
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Frederic, from whom they looked for protection in their prefent diftrelfes: And Cba . xxrr. 
- by thefe means, France 1oft the opportunity, which fi1e never could recover, of ;+77· 

m::1king that important acquifition of power and territory. 

DFRING this interefting crifis, Edward was no lefs defective in policy, and 
was no lefs aCtuated by private p.affions, unworthy of a fovereign and a ftatef. 
man Jealoufy of his brother, Clarence, had caufed him to neglect the advan
ces whi::h were made of marrying that prince, now a widower, to the heirefs of 
Burgundy *; and he fent her propofals of efpoufing Anthony earl of Rivers, bro. 
ther to his queen, who frill retained an entire afcendan t over him. But the match 
was rejected with difdain t; and "dwar relenting this treatment of his brother 
in law, permi::ted Lewis to proceed without interruption in his conq ueil:s over ' 
that defencelefs ally. Any pretence fufficed him for giving hi~felf up entirely 
to indolence and pleafure, which were now become his ruling paffions. The on-
ly objecr, which divided his attention, was the improving the revenues of the 
crown, which had -been extremely dilapidated by the neceffities or negligence of 
his predeceffors ; and fome of his expedients for that purpofe, tho' unknown to 
t1s, .vere deemed, during the time, oppreffive to the people :f:. The detail of 
private wrongs naturally efcapes the notice of hiftory ; but an act of tyranny, of 
which Edward was guilty in his own family, has been taken notice of by all hif-
torians, and has met with very general and deter~ed cenfure. 

THE duke of Clarence, by all his fervices in deferting Warwic, had never been T . 
1 

d 
' na an ex • . uble ro re ove the King's friendl11ip, which he had forfeited by his former con- ecution of the · 

federacy with that nobleman. He was ftill regarded at court as a man of a dan- duke of Cla~. 
erous and a fic .. le character; and the imprudent opennefs and violence of his tem- rence. 

per, tho' it rendered him n1uch Jefs dangerous, tended extremely to multiply 
his enemies, and to enrage then1 againft him. Among thefe, he had had the 
11isforrune to give difpleafure to the queen herfe1f, as welJ as t~ his brother, the 
duke of Glocefrer, a prince of the deepefi: policy, of the moft unrelenting ambi .. 
tion, -and the Ieaft fcrupu1ous in the means which he employed for the attain-. 
n1ent of his pernicious purpofes. A combination between thefe potent adverfa-
ries being fecretly formed againft Clarence, it was determined to begin with at
tacking his friends ; in hopes, that,' if he patiently fuftered this injury, his pu-
fi llanimity would di!honour him in the eyes of the public; if he made refitlance 
and expreffed refentment, his paffion would betray him into meafures, which 

1igh t give them advantages again!( him. The King, hunting one day in the 
park of Thomas Burdet of Arrow, in Warwickfhire, had ki1Jed a white buck,: 

"" Po1yd. Virg. Hall, fol. 240. Holingfhe~, p. 703. Habington, p. 4Z4· Grafton. p. 74z. 
Hall, fol. 240. +. HaW, fol. 24 I , Hiit. Croyl. con t. p. s 59· 
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Ch.1p. Xn..II . which was a great favourite of the owner; and Burdet, vext at the lofs, broke 

1 ~ , i · ·into a paif10n, and wifhed the horns of the deer in the belly of the per[ on who had 
advifed the King to commit that infult upon him. This natural expreffion of 
·refentment, which would have been overlooked or forgotten, had it come from 
any other perfon, was rendered criminal and capital in that gentleman, by the 
·friendfi1ip in which he had the misfortune to live with the duke of Clarence : He 
was tried for his life; the judges and jury were found fervile enough to con
demn him; and he was publickly beheaded at Tyburn for this pretended of

fence *. About the fame time, one John Stacey 1 an ecclefiaftic, much connect
·ed with the duke, as well as with Burdet, was expofed to a like iniquitous and 
barbarous perfecution. This perfon, being n1ore learned in mathematics and 
aftronomy than was ufual in that age, lay under the reproach of necromancy with 
the ignorant vulgar; and the tyrannical court laid hold of this popular rumor to 
ef{eB: his deftruEtion. He was tried in a court of juftice for that imaginary crime; 
n1any of the greate[l:: peers countenanced the profecution by their prefence ; he 

was condemned, put to the torture, and executed t. 
THE duke of Clarence was alarmed, when he found thefe a:ls of tyranny ex

ercifed on all around him: He reflected on the fate of the good duke of Gloce- · 
fier in the lafl: reign, who, after feeing the moft infamous pretences employed for 
the defl:ruB:ion of his nearefr connections, at Iafl: fell himfelf a victim to the ven-

147s. geance of his enemies. But Clarence, infiead of recuring his own life againft the 
(6th Jan. prefent danger, by filence and referve; was open and loud in juilifying the in no· 

cence of his friends, and in exclaiming againft the iniquity of their perfecutors. 
rfhe King, highly offended with his liberty, or ufing that pretence againft him, 
committed him to the Tower t, fummoned a parliament, and tried him for his 

life before the houfe of peers, the fupreme tt ibunal of the nation. 

THE duke was accufed of arraigning public juftice, by maintaining the inno

cence of men, .who had been condemned in courts of judicature, and of inveigh
ing againfi: the iniquity of the King, who had given orders for their profecu
tion §. Many rail1 expreffions were imputecl to him, and fame too reflecting on 
his brother's legitimacy ; but he was not accufed of any overt aB: of treafon; and 
even the truth of thefe fpeechts may be doubted, fince the liberty of judgment 
was taken from the court, by the King's appearing perfona:Iy as his brother's ac
cufer 1], and pleading the caufe againft him. But a fentence of condemnation, 
even when this extraordinary circumftance had not place, was a necdfary confe-

*' Habington, p. 4i 5· Holing!hcd, p. 703. Sir T. More in Kennet, p. 4-98. 
t Hill:. Croyl. cont. p. 561. :t I-lift. Croyl cont. p. s6z. i Stowe, p. 430. 

I! Hift. Croyl. cont. p. 5 6z. 
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quence, in thofe times, of any profecution by the court or the prevailing party ; Chap. xxn. 
and the duke of Clarence was accordingly pror1ounced guilty by the peers. The 1+7i· 
houfe of commons were no lefs fiavifh and unjufi: : They both petitioned for the 
execution of the duke, and afterwards palfec a bill of attainder againft him *. 
The meafures of the parliament, during that age, furnifh us with examples of a 
firange contraft of freedom and fervility: Theyfcruple to grant, and fometimes refufe 
to the King the fmalleft fupplies, the m oft neceifary for the fupport of government, 
even the moft neceifary for the maintenance of wars, for which the nation, as 
well as the parliament itfelf, expreffed a grea: fondnefs : But they never fcrup!e 
to concur in the moft flagrant act of in]ufi:ice or tyranny, which falls on any in~ 
dividual, however diftinguifhed by birth or merit. 'Fhefe maxims, fo ungener-
ous, fo oppofite to all the principles of good government, fo contrary to the practice 
of prefent parliaments, are very remarkable in all the tranfactions of the Eng-
lilh hiftory for more than a century after the period, in which we are now 
engaged. # 

THE only favour, which the King granted his brother after his condemnation, 
was to leave him the choice of his death; and ne was privately drowned in I 8th Feb. 
a But of Malmefey in the Tower: A whimfical choice, which implies that he had 
an extraordinary paffion for that liquor. The duke left two children, by the 
eldeft daughter of the earl of vVarwic, a fon created an earl by his grandfather's 
title; and a daughter, afterwards countefs of Saliibury. Both this prince and 
princefs were alfo unfortunate in their end, and died violent deaths ; a fate which. 
for many years, attended almoft all the defcendants of the royal blood in England. 
There prevails a report, that a chief fource of the violent profecution of the duke of 
Clarence, whofe name was George, was a current prophecy, that the King's fons 
fbould be murdered by one, the firft letter of whofe name was G. t It is not 
impoffible, that in thofe ignorant times, fuel~ a filly reafon mi.ght have influ-
ence; But it is more probable, that the whole fi:ory is the invention of a fubfe-

. quent age, and founded on the murder of thef~ 1 children by the duke of Gloce
fier. Comines remarks, that at that time, the Englifh were never without fome 
fuperfi:itious prophecy or other, by which they accounted for every event. 

ALL the glories of Edward's reign terminated with the civil wars ; where his 
• laurels too were extremtly fullied with blood, violence and cruelty. His fpirit 

feems afterwards to be funk in indolence and pleafure, or his meafures were fruf
trated by imprudence and the want of foreGght. There was no obju:l: of which he 
was fonder than tO have afl his daughters fettled by fplendid marriages, tho' 

• Stow, p. 430. Hitl. Croyl. cont. p. s6z. t Hall, fol. z 39· Holinglhed, p. 703. 
' Grafton, p. 741. Polyd. Virg. p. 537· Sit Thorn. i\ fore in r ennet, p. l97· 
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Chap. XXII. moil: of thefe princeffes were yet in their infancy, and tho' the completion of His 
qn. viev.,.s, it was obvious, mull: depend on numberlefs accidents, which were itt1pof

fible to be forefeen or prevented. His eldeft daughter, Elizabeth, was contract
ed to the Dauphin; his fecond, Cicely, to the eldeft fon of James Ill. King of 
Scotland ; his third, Anne, to Philip, the eldeft fon of Maximilian and the dut .... 
chefs of Burgundy; his fourth, Catharine, to John, fon and heir to Ferdinand, 
King of Arragon, and !fabella, ~1cen of Cafiile *. None of thefe projected 
marriages took place; and the King himfelf faw in his life-time the rupture of 
the fidl, that with the Dauphin, for which he had always difcovered a peculiar 
fondnefs. Lewis, who paid no regard to treaties or engagements, found his ad
vantage in contraCl.:ing the Dauphin to the princefs Margaret, the daughter of 
Maximilian; and the King, notwithftanding his indolence, prepared himfelf tO' 

14S2, revenge this indignity. The French monarch, eminent for prudence, as well as 
falfehood, endeavoured to guard againft the blow ; and by a proper difiribution 
of prefents in the court of Scotland, he excited J ames to make war upon Eng
land. This weak prince, who lived on bad terms with his own nobility, and 
whofe force was very unequal to the enterprize, levied an army; but wlien they 
were preparing to enter England, the barons, confpiring againft his favourites, 
put them to death without trial; and the army prefently difperfed. The duke of 
Glocefier, attended by the duke of Albany, James's brother, who had been 
bani!hed his country, entered Scotland at the head of an army, took Berwic, 
and obl~ged the Scots to accept of a peace, by which they refigned that fortrefs
to Edward. This fuccefs emboldened the King to think more ferioufiy of a 
French war ; but while he was making preparations for that enterpri-ze, he was 

9th April. feized with a diftemper, of which he expired in the forty fecond year of his age, 
~1:~~~:~!r and the twenty third of his reign : A prince more fplendid and fhowy., than either 
:Edward IV. prudent or virtuous ; brave, tho2 cruel ; addiCted to pleafure, tho' capable of ac-. 

tivity in great emergencies; and lefs fitted to prevent · ills by wife precautions~ 
than to remedy them, after they took place by his vigour and enterprize. Be-. 
fides five daughters, this King left two fons; Edward, prince of Wales, his fuc
cetfor, then in his thirteenth year, and Richard, duke of York, in his feventh •. 

· • Rrrntr, vol. z. p. uo._ 
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E D W A R D V. 

D. URING the latter years of Edward IV. the nation, having, in a great Chap. XXIII. 
meafure, forgot the bloody feuds between the two Rofes, and acquiefcing.:: LfSfJ·h 

. . . r vtate 0 t e peaceably tn the eftabltfhed government, was only agitated by 10me court- court. 
intrigues, which, being reftrained by the authority of the King, feemed no . wife 
to endanger the public tranquillity. Thefe intrigues arofe from the perpetual 
rivaHhip between two parties ; the one confifting of the ~1een and her relations, 
particularly the earl of Rivers, her brother, and the marquifs of Dorfet, her fan; 
the other compofed of the antient nobility, who envied the fudrlen growth and 
unlimited credit of that afpiring family •. At the head of this latter party was 
the duke of Buckingham, a man of very noble birth, of ample poffeffions, of 
great alliances, of .fhining parts; who, tho' he had married the Queen's fifrer, 
was too haughty to atl: in fubferviency to her inc)inations, and aimed rather at 
maintaining an independant influence and authority. Lord Hafl:ings, the cham-
berlain, was another leader of the fame party; and as this nob eman had, by his 
bravery and enterprize, as welJ as bY, his approved fidelity, acquired the confi-
dence and favour of his mafter, l1e had been able, tho' with fame difficulty, to 
fupport himfelf againfi: the credit of the Queen. The lorru Howard and Stanley 
maintained a connexion with thefc two noblemen, and brought a ccnfiderable ac-
ceffion of influence and credit to their party. All the other barons, who had no 

Sir T. More, p. 481. 
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Chap. XXIII. particular dependance on the Qyeen, adhered to the fame intereft; and the peo· 
·.... 1483 . p1e in general, from their natural envy againft the prevai ling . power, bore great 

favour to the caufe of thefe noblemen. 
BuT Edward knew, that, tho' he himfelf had been able to overawe thofe rival 

factions, many diforders might refult from their contefts during the minority of 
his fon ; and he therefore took care, in his laft illnefs, to fummon together feveral 
of the leaders on both fides, and, by compofing their antient quarrels, to pro
vide, as far as pofiible, for the future tranquillity of the government. After ex
preffing his intentions, that his brother, the duke of Glocefter, then abfent in 
the north, fl1ould be entrufted with the regency, he recommended to them 
peace and unanimity during the tender years of his fon ; rcprefented to them the 
dangers which muft attend the continuance of their animofities ; and engaged 
thetn to embrace each other with all the fymptoms of the moft cordial reconcili
ation. But this temporary or feigned agreement laited no longer than the King's 
life : He had no fooner expired, than the jealoufies of the parties broke out 
afrefh : And each of them applied, by feparate meffages, to the duke of Glocef
ter, and endeavoured to acquire his favour and friendfuip. 

THis prince, during his brother's lifetime, had endeavoured to live on good 
terms with both parties ; and his high birth, his extenfive abilities, and his great 
fervices, had enabled him to fupport himfelf without falling into a dependanct 
on either. But the new .fituation of affairs, when the fupreme power was devol
ved upon him, immediately changed all his meafures; and he fecretly deter
mined to preferve no longer that neutrality which he had hitherto maintained. His 
exorbitant ambition, unreftrained by any principle either of juftice or humanity, 
n1ade him carry his views to the poffeffion of the crown itfelf ; and as this object 
could not be ~trained without the ruin of the ~een and her family, he fel1, 
without hefitation, into concert with the oppofice party. But being fenfible, 
that the moft profound dHiimulation was requifite to the effeCting his criminal . 
purpofes, he redoubled his profeffions of zeal and attachment to that princefs; 
and he gained fuch credit with her, as to influence her conduct in a point; which, 
as it was of the utmoft importance, was violently difputed between the oppofite 

factions. 
THE King, a tl1e time of his father's death, refided in the caftle of Ludlow, 

en the borders of "\Vales; whither he had been fent, that the influence of his pre
fence might overawe the WeHh, and reftore the tranquillity of that country, 
which had been difturbed by fome late commotions. His perfon was committed to 
the care of his uncle) the earl of Rivers; the moft accomplifued nobleman in 

~ England,. 
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Eng'and, who, having united an uncommon tafle for literature • to great abilities Chap. XXII f. 
in bufinefs, and valour in the field, was intitled, by his talents, frill more than 1483. 

by nearnefs of blood, to direCt the education of the young ffiQnarch. The 
~een, anxious to pre-ferve that afcendant over her fon, which !he had fo long 
n1aintained over her hufband, wrote to the earl of Rivers, that he fhould levy a 
hod y of forces, in order to efcort the King to London, to protect him during 
his coronation, and to keep him from falling into the hands of their enemies. 
The oppofite faction, fenfible that Edward was now of an age when great advan-
tages could be made of his name and countenance, and was approaching to the 
age when he would be legally intitled to exert in perfon his authority, forefaw~ 
that the tendency of this meafure was to perpetuate their fubjection under their 
rivals ; and they vehemently oppofed a refolution, which they reprefented as the 
fignal for renewing a civil war in the kingdom. Lord Haftings threatened in-

. ftantly to depart to his government of Calais t : The other nobJes feemed refo
Jute to oppofe force by force: And as the duke of Glocefter, on pretence of pa
cifying the quarrel, had declared againft all appearance of an armed power, 
which might be dangerous., and was no wife neceffary, the ~een, trufting to 
the fincerity of his friencHhip, and overawed by fo violent an oppofition, revoked 
her orders to her brother, and defired him to bring up no greater retinue than 
would be neceffary to fupport the flate and dignity of the young fovereign :f:. 

THE duke of Glocefter, mean while, fet out from York, attended by a nu
tnerous train of the northern gentry. When he reached 1orthampton, he was 
joined by the duke of Buckingham, who was alfo attended by a fplendid reti
nue ; and as he heard, that the King was every hour expected on that road, he 
refolved to await his arnval, under colour of conducting him thence in perfon tO' 
London. The earl of Rivers, apprehenfive that the place would be too narrow 
to contain fo many attendants, fent his pupil forward by another road to Stony
Stratford; and came himfelf to Northampton, in order to apologize for this 
meafure, and to pay his refpects to the duke of Glocefter. He was received 
with the greatefr •~ 11pearance of cordiality : He paffi d the evening in an amicable 
and friendly manner whh Glocefl:er and Buckingham : He proceeded on the 
road with them next day to join the King: But as he was entering Stony-Strat- The earl of 

ford, he was arrefted by orders of the duke of Glocefter ll: Sir Richard Gray, R~edrs ar-
. reue . 

one of the ~een's ions, was at the fame time put under a guard, together With ILl: of May. 

• This nobleman firll introduced the noble art of Printing into England. Caxton was recom-
mended by him to the patronage of Edward IV. ee Catalogue of royal and noble authors. 

t Hill. Croyl. cont. p. 564, 565. ! Sir T. More, p. 483. I! I-Iift. C1oyl. cont. p. 564, 565. 
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Chap. XXIII. Sir 1~homas ·vaughan, who poffeffecl a confiderable office in the King's houfe-
1.1-83· hold ; and all the prifoners were inftant1y conduCted to Pomfret. Glocefter ap

proached the young prince with the greatcfi: demonfirations of refpecr; and en
deavoured to fatisfy him with regard to the violence committed on his uncle and 
brother: Bu·t Edward, much attached to thefe near relations, by whom he had 
been tenderly educated, was not fuch a n1afi:er of diffimulation as to conceal his 
difpleafure * . 

. THE people, however, were extremely· rejoiced at this revolution ; and the 
4 .. h of May. duke was received in London with the loude£1: acclamations : But the ~een no 

- fooner received intelligence of her brother's imprifonment, than fhe forefaw, that 
Glocefter's violence would not fiop then·, and that her own ruin, if not that of 
all her children, was finally determined. She therefore fled into the fanctuary 
of '\Vefl:minfter, attended by the marquifs of Dorfet; and fhe carried thither the 
five princeffes, together with the duke of York t. She trufted, that the ecclefi· 
aftical privileges, which had formerly, during the total ruin of her hufband and 
family, given her proteCtion againfi: the fury of the Lancafhian faCtion, would 
not now be violated by her brother-in-law, while her fon was feated on the 
t:1rone; and fhe refolved to await there the return of better fortune. But Glo
ce!l:er, anxious to have the duke of York in his power, propofed to take him by 
force from the fanctu<try ; and he reprefented to the privy council, both the in
dignity put upon the government by the ~een's ill-grounded apprehenfions, and 
the neceffity of the young prince's appearance at tile enfuing coronation of his 
brother. It was farther all edged, that ecclefiaftical privileges were originally 
calculated only to give protection to unhappy men, perfecuted for their debts or 
crimes ; and were entirely ufelefs to a perfon, who, by reafon of his tender age, 
could lie under the burden of neither, and who, for the tame reafon, ·was utterly 
incapable of claiming fecurity from any fanctuary. But the two arcbbilhops, 
cardinal Bourchier, the primate, and Rotheram archbilhop of York, protefting 
againfi the facrilege of this meafure; it was agreed, that they fhould firfi: endea
vour to bring the ~1een to compliance by perli.1afion, before any violence fhould 
be employed againfi: her. Thefe prelates were known to be perfons of integrity 
and honour; and being themfe1ves entirely perfuaded of the fincerity of the duke's 
intentions, they employed every argument, accompanied with zealous entreaties, 
exhortations, and affurances, to bring her over to the fJme opinion. She con
tinue,l long obflinate, and inufted, that the duke of York, by living in the fan
Cl:uary, was not only fecure himfelf, but alfo gave fecuriry to the King, whofe 
life no one would dare to attempt, while his fuccdfor and avenger remained in 

* Sir T. More, p 484. 

4 
t Hift. Croyl. cont. p. 565. 
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~fety. But finding, that no one fupportecl her in her fentiments, and that force, Chap. XXIII, 
Jn cafe of refufal, was threatened by the council, fbe at laft complied, and pro- x4t33. 
duced her fon to the two prelates. She was here on a fudden ftruck with a kind 
of prefage of his future fate ~ She tenderly embraced him ; fhe bedewed him 
with her tears; and bidding him an eternal adieu, delivered him, with many .eJt
preffions of regret and reluctance, jnto their cuftody *. 

THE duke of Glocefter, being the neareft male: of the royal family capable of 
exercifing the govLrnment, feemed fully intitled, by the cuftoms of the realm, 
to the office of protector ; and the council, not waiting for the con lent of parlia Duke of GJ,-, .. 
rnent, inftaiied him, without fcruple, in that high dignity t. The general pre- cefter prot~
judice entertained by the nobility agr,infr the Q1een and her kindred, occafioned tor. 

this precipitation and irr,..gularity; and no one forefaw any danger to the fuccef-
fion, m~1ch Jefs to the life of the infant princes, from a meafure fo obvious and 
fo natural. Befirles that the duke had hitherto been able to cover, by the moi1: 
profourd diffimq:ation, his fierce and favage nature ; the numerous iffi1e of Ed-
ward, to:_rcther wilh the two chiidren of Clarence, feemed to be an eternal ob-
ftacle to his ambition ; and it appeared equal1y· impracticable for him to difpatch 
fo many perfons poffef1ed of a preferable title, and imprudent to exclude them: 
But a man, who had abandoned all prindples of honour and humanity, was foon 
carried by his predominant paffion beyond the reach of fear or precaution; and 
Glocefter, having fo far fucceed ed in his views, no longer hefitated in removing 
the farther ob{huctions which Jay between him and the crown. The death of 
the earl of Rivers, and of the other prifoners detained in Pumfret, was firfi deter
n1ined ; and he eafily obtained the confent of the duke of Buckingham, as well 
as of lord Haftings, to this violent and fanguinary meafure. However eafy it 
was, in thofe illegal and barbarous times, to obtain a fentence againft the moll: 
innocent perfon, it appeared ftill more eafy to difpatch an enemy, without any 
tnal or form of proce(~ ; and orders were accordingly iffued to ~ir Richard Rat
cliffe, a proper in fir~ ment in the hands of this tyrant, to cut off the heads of the 
noble prifoners. The protector then affailed the fidelity of Buckingham by all 
the arguments capable of fwaying a vicious mind, which knew no motive of ac
tion but intereft and ambition. He reprefented, that the murder of perfons fo . 
nearly related to the King, whom that prince prufeffcd fo openly to love, and 
whofe injuries he fo m"ttch relented, would never pafs unpunilhed ; and all the 
atl::ors in that fcene were bound in prudence to prevent the effects of his future 
vengeance : That it \\ ould be impoffibie to keep the ~1een for ever at a difiance 
from her fon, and equally ·impofiible to prevent her from infiilling into his tender 

• Sir T. More, p. 491. t Hift.. Croyl.. cont. p. 566. 
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Chap. XY.III. mincl the thoughts of retaliating, by like execu wns, the fa··g11i, ry infults com .. 
1 483· mitted on her fami ly : That the only method of obviating thefe mifchiefs was by 

putting the fcepre into the hands of a man, of w .o!e friendfr ip the duke might 
be affured, and whofe years and experience taught him to pay rpfped: to tT'tl ·t and 
to the rights of antient nobility : And that the fame necdl1ty which had cr..·.ried 
them fo far in refifb rg the ufurpation of thefe intruders, m-u(l: ju(tify them m at. 
tempting fa~ther innovations, and in making, by national confent, a new fettle
tnent of the fucceflion. To thefe reafons, he added the o~ers of great private 
advantages to the duke of Buckingham, and he eafily o b~ained from him a pro· 
n1ife of fupporting him in all his enterprizes. 

THE duke of Gloccfter, knowing the importance of gaining lord Haftings, 
founded at a diftance his fentiments, by the means of one Catefby, a lawyer, who 
was a great confident of that nobletnan; but found him impregnable in his al· 
legiance and fidelity to the children of Edward, who had ever honoured him with 
hts friendfhip *. He faw, therefore, that there was no longer any meafures to be 
kept with him; and he determined to ruin utterly the man, whom he defpaired 

lj'th of June. of engaging to concur in his ufurpation. ·on the very day when Rivers, Gray, 
and V aughan, were executed, or rather murdered, ac .Pomfret, by Hafi:ings's 
advice, the protetlor fummoned a council in the T'ower; whither that nobleman, 
fufpetting no defign againft him, repaired without hefitation. The duke of Glo· 
cefter was capable of committing the n1oft bloody and treacherous murders with 
the utmoil: coolne(') and indifference. On taking his place at the council-board, 
he appeared in the eafiell and mofi: jovial humour in the world. He feemed to 

indulge himfelf in familiar converfation with the counfellors, before they !hould 
enter upon bufinefs; and having paid fome compliments to Morton, bilhop of 
Ely, on the good and early ftrawberries which he raifed in .his garden at Hot
born, he begged the favour of having a diib of them, which that prelate imme
diately difpatched a fervant to bring him. The proteftor then lefr. the council, 
as if called away by fome other bufinefs; but foon after returning with an angry 
and enflan1ed countenant'e, he afked them, what punifhment thofe deferved that 
had plotted againft his life, who was fo nearly related to the King, and was en
trufted with the adminifi:ration of the government ? Haftings replied, that tbeJ 
merited the punifhment of traitors. 'Ihefe traitors, cried the protector, are the 
jorcerefs, my brother's wife, and Jane Shore, his mi.ftrefs, with others, their a.f!o
ciates: See to what a condition they have reduced me by tbeir inca11tc1tions and witch

craft: Upon which he laid bare his arm, all fhrivelled and decayed .. But the 
counfellors, who knew that this infirmity had attended him from his birth, 

• Sir T. l\1ore. p. 493· 
looked I 
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looked at each other in amazement; and above all, lord Haftings, who as he Chap. xxur. 
had, fince Edward's death, engaged in an intrigue with J ane Shore *, was na- 1 483· 
turaJly anxious concerning the iffue of thefe extraordinary proceedings. Certainly, 
my lord, faid he, if they be guilty of theft crimes, t.bey deferve the feverefl punifoment. 
And do you reply to me, exclaimed the Protector, with your ifs and your ands. You 
are the chief abettor of that witch Shore: You are yourfelf a traitor: And I fwear 
by St. Paul, that I will not dine before your head be brought me. He ftruck the 
table with his hand: Armed men ru!hed in at the fignal : The counfellors were 
thrown into the utmoft confternation : And one of the guards, as if by accident 
or miftake, aimed a blow at lord Stanley, with a poll-ax, who aware of the dan-
ger, flunk below the table, and tho' he faved his life, he received a fevere wound 
on the head, in the proteCtor's prefence. Haftings was feized, was hurried away, Exe<:ution of 

and inftantly beheaded on a tin1ber-log, which lay in the court of the Tower t, lord Haftings. 

Two hours after, a proclamation, well-penned and fairly wrote, was read to the: 
citizens of London, enumerating Hafting's offences, and apologizing to them, 
from the fuddennefs of the difcovery, for the fudden execution of that nobleman, 
who was very popular among them : But the faying of a merchant was much 
talked of on that occafion, who remarked, that the proclamation was certainly 
drawn by the fpirit of prophecy :f:. 

LoRD Stanley, the archbifhop of York, the bifhop of Ely, and other counfd
lors, were committed prifoners to different chambers of the Tower: And the 
protector, in order to carry on the farce of his accufations, ordered the goods of 
Jane Shore to be feized; and he fummoned her to anfwer before the council for for
cery and inchantment. But as no proofs, which could be received even in that 
ignorant age, were produced againfl: her, he ordered her to be tried in the fpiritu
al court, for her adulteries and lewdnefs ; and !he did penance in a white fheet 
at St. Paul's before the whole people. This lady was born of reputable parents 
in London, was well educated, and married to a fubftantial citizen ; but unhap
pily, views of intereft, more than the maid's inclinations, had been confulted in 
this match, and her mind, tho' framed for virtue, had proved unable to refifi: the 

• Sir Thomas More, who has been followed, or rather tranfcribed, by all the hiftorians of this fhort 
reign, fays, that Jane Shore had fallen into connexions with lord Hafl:ings ; and this account agrees 
beit with the courfe of the events: But in a proclamation of Richard's, to be found in Rymer, vol. I 2. 

p. 204, the marquis of Dorfet is reproached wi th thefe connexions. This reproach, however, might 
have been inrented by Richard, or founded only on popular rumour; and is not fufficicnt to overba
lance the a :1 thority of Sir Thom;1s More. The proclamation is remarkable for the hypocritical rur;ty 
of manners affected by Richard: This bloody and treacherous tyrant upbraids the 1\1arquis and others, 
with their gallantries and intrigues as the moft terrible enormities. 

t Rift. Croyl. cont. p. 566. t Sir Thomas More, p. 496. 
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Chap. xxrn. allurement5 of Ed ard, who follicited her favours. But while feduced from her 
1483· duty by this gay and atnorous monarch, fhe frill made herfelf refpe~able by her 

other virtues ; and the afcendant, which her charms and v· vacity long maintained 
over him, was all employed in aCts of beneficence apd numa;1ity. She was frill 
forward to oppofe calumny, to proteCt the oppreffed, to relieve the indige.nt; 
and her good offices, the genuine refult of her heatt, never waited the folicitation 
of prefents, or the hopes of reciprocal favours. But !he lived not only, to fed the 
bitternefs of iliame impofed on her by this barbarous tyliant, but to experience in 
old age and poverty, the ingratitude of thofe courtiers, who h'ld long folicited her 
friend!hip, and been proteCted by her credit. No one, among the great multi
tudes, whom !he had obliged, appeared to bring her confolation or relief: She 
langui!hed out her life in folitude and indigence : And amidft a court, enured to 
the moft atrocious crimes, the frailties of this woman juftified all violations of 
friendfhip towards her, and all oblivion of former favours. 

The proteaor THOSE acts of violence, exercifed againft all the neareft connexions of the 
aims at the ft f crown. late King, progno icated the fevereft fate to his defencelefs children; and a ter 

the murder of Haftings, the Protector n1ade no longer a fecret of his intentions 
to ufurp the crown. The licentious life of Edward, who was not reftrained in 
his pleafures by any principle either of honour or prudence, afforded a pretence 
for declaring his marriage with .. the ~een in~alid, and all his pofterity illegiti
~11ate. It was afferted, that before his efpoufals with the lady Elizabeth Gray, he 
had paid court to the lady EJeanor Talbot, daughter of the earl of Shrewfbury; 
and being repulfed by the virtue of that lady, he was obliged, ere he could 
gratify his defires, to confent ,to a private marriage, without any witneffes, by 
Stillington, bifhop of Bath, who afterwards revealed the fecret * : It was alfo 
111aintained, that the act of attainder, paired againft the duke of Clarence, had 
virtually incapacitated his children from fucceeding to the crown ; and thefe two 
families being fet afide) the ProteCtor of courfe remained the only true and 1egiti
n1ate heir of the houfe of York. But as it would be difficult, if not impoffible, 
to prove the preceding marriage of the late King; and as the pr-inciple which 
excluded the heirs of an attainted blood, from private fucceffions was never ex
tended to the crown; the Protector refolved to make ufe of another plea frill 
more fhameful and [l:andalous. His partizans were taught to maintain, that both, 
Edward IV. and the duke of Clarence, were illegitimate; that the dutchefs 
of York had received different lovers into her bed, who were the fathers of thefe 
children ; that their refemblance to thofe gallants was a fufficient proof of their 
fpurious birth ; and that the duk,e of Glocefter alo,ne, of all her fons, appeared,. 

~ HiLl. C,royl. cont. p. 567. Comines. Sir Thomas More, p. 482. 
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by his features and countenance, to be the lawful offspring of the duke of York. Chap. xxnr. 
Nothing can be imagined more impudent than this afiertion, which threw fo foul 1433· 

an imputation on his own mother, a princefs of irreproachable virtue, and then 
alive ; yet the place chofen for firft promulgating it was the pulpit, before the 
whole people, and in the ProteCl:or,s prefence. Dr. Shaw was appointed to 
preach in St. Paul's; and having chofen this paffage for bis text, Bajlard flips jball zzd June. 

not thrive, he enlarged on all the topics, which could difcredit the birth of Ed-
ward IV. the duke of Clarence, and of all their children. He then broke out 
in a panygeric on the duke of Glocefter; and exclaimed, " Behold this exrellPnt 
" prince, the exprefs image of his noble father, the genuine defcendant of the 
" houfe of YorK:, bearing, no lefs in the virtues of his mind, than in the fea tures 
" of his countenance, the character of the gallant Richard, once your hero a11d 
~' favourite: He alone is entitled to your allegiar1ce: He mufl: deliver you from 
" the dominion of all intruders : He alone can refl:ore the loft glory and honour 
" of the nation." It was previouily contrived, that, as the doctor fhould pro
-nounce thefe words, the duke of Glocefter lhould enter the church; and it was 
expeCted that the audience fhould cry out, God fave King f?.ichard; which would 
immediately have been laid hold of as a popular confent, and interpreted to be 
the voice of the nation : But by a ridiculous mifl:ake, worthy of the whole fcene, 
the duke did not appear, till after this exclamation was already recited by the 
preacher. The doCtor was therefore obliged to repeat his rhetorical flgure out of 
its proper place : The audience, lefs from the abfurd conduct of the difcourfe, 
than from their deteftation of thefe proceeding~, kept a profound filence; and the 
Protector and his preacher, were equally abafhed at the ill fuccefs of their ftrata
gem. 

Burr the duke was too far advanced to recede from his criminal and ambitious 
projeCts. A new expedient was tried to work on the people. The mayor, who was 
brother to doctor Shaw, and entirely in the Protector's interefts, called an affembly 
of the citizens ; where the duke of Buckingham, a man who polfeifed fome talents 
for eloquence, harangued them on the Protector's title to the throne, and difplayea 
thofe numerous virtues, of which, he pretended, that prince was poffeffed. He then 
aiked them, whether they would not have the duke for King ? and then ftopt, 
in expeCtation of hearing the cry, God fave King Richard. He was furprized to 
obferve them fil"nt; and turning about to the mayor, he afked hhn the reafon. 
The mayor re~lied, r.Jiat perhaps they did not underftand him. Buci<ingham then 
r-epeated his difcourfe with fome variation ; inforced the fame topics, afked the 
ume queftion, and ~as re.:eived with the fame filence. " I now fee the caufe,'' 
faid the mayor) " the citi:z ns are not accufi:om~d to be harangued by any but 
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Chap XXIII." thfir recorder; and know not how to anfwer a perfon of your graces quality." 
1483

' The recorder, Fitz- Williams, was then commanded to repeat the fubfiance of the 
duke's fpeech; but the man, who was very averfe to the office, took care, 
throughout his whole di fcourfe, to have it underftood, that he fpoke nothing of 
himftlf, and that he only conveyed to them the fenfe of the duke of Buckingham. 
Stiil the audience kept a profound filence : " This is wonderful obftinacy," cried 
the duke : "Exprefs your meaning, my friends, one way or other: When we ap
" p!y to you on this occalion, it is merely from the regard which we bear to you. 
" The lords and commons have fufficient authority, without your confent, to 
u appoint a King : But I require you here to declare in plain terms, whether or 
" not you will have the duke of Glocefier for your fovereign." After all thefe 
efforts, fome of the meanefi: apprentices, incited by the Protector's and Bucking· 
ham's fervants, rai!ed a feeble cry, God fave King Richard*: The fentiments of 
the nation were now fufficiently declared : The voice of the people was the voice 

2sth June. of God : And Buckinghatn with the mayor, hafiened to Baynard's caCHe, where 
the Protector then refided, that they might engage him to aifume the govern~ 
ment. 

'1\T HEN Richard was told, that a great multitude was in the court, he refufed 
to appear to them, and pretended to be apprehenfive for his perfonal fafety : A 
circumftance much taken notice of by Buckingham, who obferved to the citizens, 
that the prince was ignorant of the whole defign. At laft, he was perfuaded 
to come forth, but he frill keft at fome difi:ance ; and he afked the meaning of 
their intrufion and importunity. Buckingham told him, that the nation were 
refolved to have hin1 for King:· The Protector declared his purpofe to maintain 
his loyalty to the prefent fovereign, and exhorted them to adhere to the fame 
refolution. l-Ie was told, that the nation were determined to have another prince; 
and if he rejected their unanimous voice, they mufi: look out for one, who would 

,.rh t a be more compliant. This argument was too powerful to be refilled: He was .e pro e or 
4lffumes the prevailed on to accept of the crown : And he thenceforth acted as legitimate and 
throne. rightful fovereign. " 

TH 1 it ridiculous farce was foon after followed by a fcene truly tragical : The 
nmrder of the two infant princes. Richard fent orders to fir Robert Brakenbury, 

l\·Iu,rder of conftable of the Tower, to put his nephews to death; but this gentleman, who Edward V. 
and of the had fentiments ofhonour, refufed to have any hand in the infamous office. The 
dukeofYork. tyrant then fent fir James Tyrrel, who promifed obedience; and he ordered Bra· 

ken bury to refign to this gentleman the keys of the Tower for one night~ 'J:yr
rel, choofing three affociates, Slater, Dighton and Forreft, came in the night-

~ Sir Thomas More, p. 496. 
time 
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time to the door of the chamber where the princes were lodged; and fending in Chap. xxnr •. 
the affaffins, he bid them execute their commiffion ; while he himfelf ftaid with- 1483. 

out. They found the young princes in bed, and fallen into a found Oeep. 
Afcer fuffocating them with the bolfter and pillows, they lhowed their naked 
bodies to Tyrrel, who ordered them to be buried at the ftair foot, deep in the 
ground, under a heap- of frones *. Thefe circumfrances were all confeffed by 
the actors in the following reign ; and they were never puni!hed for the crime : 
Probably, becaufe 1-Ienry, whofe maxims of government were extremely arbi
trary,. defired to efiabli!h it as a principle, that the commands of the reigning fo
vereign ought to jufrify every enonnity in thofe who paid obedience to them. 
But there is one circumfrance not fo eafy to be accounted for : It is pretended, . 
that Richard, difpleafed with this indecent manner of burying his nephews, whom 
he had murdered, gave his chaplain orders to dig up the bodies, and to interr 
them in confecrated ground ; and as the man died foon after, the place of their. 
burial remained unknown, and the bodies could never be found by any fearch, 
which Henry VII. could make for them. Yet in the reign of Charles II. when 
there was occafion to remove fame ftones and to dig into the very fpot, which. 
was mentioned as the place of their firft interment, the bones of two perfons . 
were there found, which by their fize correfponded exatlly to the age of Edward 
and his brother: They were concluded with certainty to be the remains of thofe 
princes, and were interred under a marble monument by orders of King Charles t. 
Perhaps, Richard's chaplain had died before he found an opportunity of ex.ecut• 
ing his mafter's commands; and the bodies being fuppofe to be already re
moved, a diligent fearch was not made for them by Henry in the place where 
they had been interred. 

• Sir T. More, p. 501 •. t Kennet, p. 5 p. 
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Chap. XX III. T HE fi rft acts of Richard's adminiftration were to beftow rewards .on th.ofe 
q83. who had affified him in ufurping the crown, and to gain by faVO\lrs thofe, 

who, he thought, were bet\: able to fupport his future government. Thomas, lord 
i-Ioward, was created du ke of 1 

1orfolk; Sir Thomas Howard, his fon, earl of 
Su rrey ; lord Love], a vifcount by the fame name ; even lord Stanley was fet at 

liberty and made lord Steward of the houfehold. This nobleman had become 
obnoxious by his fi rfl: oppofition to Richard's views, a~d alfo by his marrying the 
countefs dowager of Richmond, the heirefs of th-e Somerfet family ; but funfibre 
of the neceffity of fubmiffion to the prefent governdle'r'lt, he cO'Unterfeited fuch 
zeal for Richard's caufe, that he was receivea into favour, and even found means 
to be e::ntrufted with the moll: important commands by that politic and jealous 
tyrant. 

BuT the perfon, who, both fron1 the greatnefs of his fervices and the power 
and fplendor of his family, was beft intitled to favours under the ne·w govefl:lment, 
was the duke of Buckingham ; and Richard feemed determined to fpare no pains 
nor bounty in fecuring him to his intereft~. }fa kingltal'tl was defcended from a 
daughter of Thoma-s of Woodfl:ock, duke of G locdl:er, urrc, to Rkhara 11. 
and by this pedigree, he was both allied to the royal family, and had claims for 

dignities as well as eftates, of a very extenfive nature. The duke of Glocefter 
and Henry, earl of Derby, afterwards Henry IV. had married tlie two daugh
ters and co-heirs of Bohun, earl of Hereford, one of the greateft of the antient 
barons, whofe immenfe property came thus to be divided into two fhares. The 
one was inherited by the family of Buckingham ; the other was united to the 
<:rown by the family of Lancafl:er, and after the forfeiture of that royal line, was 
feized as legally devolved to them, by the fovereigns of the houfe of York. The 
duke of Buckingham laid hold of the prefent opportunity, and claimed the re
ftitution of that portion of the Hereford eftate, which had efcheated to the crown, 
as well as of the great office of conftable, which had long continued by inheri
tance in his anceftors of that family. Richard readily complied with thefe de
mands, which were probably the price ftipulated to Buckingham for his affift
ance in promoting the ufurpation. That nobleman was inftalled in the office of 
conftable; he received a grant of the eft ate of Hereford*; many other dignities 

~ Dugdale Baron. vol. I. p. x68, t 69. 
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and 
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and honours were conferred upon him ; and the King thought himfelf fecure of Chap. xxun 
preferving the fidelity of a man, whofe interefts feemed to be fo clofely connect- 1 483 . 

. ed with thofe of the prefent government. · 

BuT it was impoffible, that friendfhip could long remain inviolate between Duke of 

two men of fuch corrupt morals as Richard and the duke of Buckingham. Hif- Buckingham 
· r. · b h · fi (L 1 h K' ' f r 1 f 1 · 11. • • f h dilcontented. tonans a1cn e t e1r r L quarre to t e mg s re u1a o m a {Ing renttutton o t e 

Hereford eftate; but it is certain from records, that he paifed a grant for that 
purpofe, and that the full demands of Buckingham were fatisfied in this particu-
lar. Perhaps, Richard was foon fenfible of the danger which might enfue fron1 
conferring fuch an immenfe property on a man of fo turbulent a character, and 
afterwards raifed difficulties about the execution of his own grant: Perhaps he 
refufed fome other demands of Buckingham, whom he found it impoffible to fa-

tisfy for his paft fervices: Perhaps, he refolved, according to the ufual maxim 
of politicians, to feize the firft opportunity of ruining this powerful fubject, who 
had been the principal inftrument of his own elevation ; and the difcovery of this 
intention begot the firfr fufpicions in the duke of Buckingham. However this 

may be, it is certain, that the duke, foon after Richard's acceffion, began to 
form a confpiracy againft the government, and attempted to overthrow that ufur-
patioq, which he himfelf had fo zealouOy contributed to eftablifh. 

NEVER was there an ufurpation in any country more flagrant than that of 
Richard, nor more repugnant to every principle of juftice and public inttreft 
His claim was entirely founded on impudent allegations, never attempted to be 
P.roved, fome of them incapable of proof, and all of them, implying fcandalous 
refleCtions on his own family, and on the perfons with whom he was the moft 
nearly conneCted. His title was never acknowledged by any national affembly, 
fcarce even by the lowefr populace to whom he appealed; and had become preva
lent merely for want of fome perfon of difiinB:ion, who might ftand forth againft 
him, and give a voice to thofe fentiments of general deteftation, which arofe in 
every bofom. Were men difr.ofed to pardon thefe violations of public right, the· 
fenfe of private and domefiic duty, which is not to be effaced in the moft b;!r
barous times, muft have begot an abhorrence againfr him ; and have reprefented 
the murder of the young and innocent princes, his nephews, with whofe protec· 
tion he had been entrufted, in tlie mofi odious colours imaginable. To endure 
fuch a bloody ufurper feemed to draw difgrace upon the nation, and to be at
tended with immediate danger to every individual, wl o was diftingt ·bed by his 
birth, merit, or fervices. Such was become the general voice of the people; al! 
parties were united in the fame fentiments ; ana the Lancaftrians, io long oppref
fed, and, of late, fo much difcredited, felt their blafted hopes again revive, a~d 

amn-· 
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Chap.XXIfi. anxiouOy attended to the confequences of thefe extraordinary events. The duke 
qS3. of Buckingham, whofe family had been devoted to that intereft, and who, by 

his mother, a daughter of Edmund, duke of Somerfet, was allied to the houfe 
of Lancafter, was eafily inclined to efpoufe the caufe of this party, and to endea
vour the reftoring it to its antient fuperiority. Morton, bilhop of Ely, a zea
lous Lancafl:rian, whom the King had imprifoned, and had afterwards commit
ted to the cuftody of Buckingham, encouraged thefe fentiments ; and by his ex
hortations the duke caft his eye on the young earl of Richmond, a·s the only per
fan, who could free the nation from the tyranny of the prefent ufurper ~. 

The earl of HENRY, earl of Richmond, was at this time detained in a..kind of honourable 
Richmond. cuftody by the duke of Brittany ; and his defcent, which feemed to give him 

fome pretenfions to the crown, had been a great objeB: of jealoufy both in the late 
and in the prefent reign. John, the firft duke of Somerfet, who was grandfon of 
John of Gaunt, by a fpurious branch, but legitimated by act of parliament, had 
left only one daughter, Margaret; and his younger brother, Edmund, had fuc
ceeded him in his titles, and in a confiderable part of his fortune. Margaret had 
efpoufed Edmund, earl of Richmond, half brother of Henry VI. and fon of Sir 
Owen Tudor and Catherine of France, relict of Henry V. and !he bore him on
ly one fon, who received the name .of Henry, and who after his father's death, 
inherited the honours and fortune of Richmond. His mother, being a widow, 
had efpoufed in fecond marriage Sir Henry Stafford, uncle to Buckingham, and 
after the death of that gentleman, had married the prefent lord Stanley ; but had 
no children by either of thefe huibands; and her fon, Henry, was thus, in the 
event of her death, the only lawful heir of all her fortunes. But this was not the 
moft confiderable advantage, which he had· reafon to expect from her fucceffion: 
He would reprefent the eldeft branch of the houfe of Somerfet; he would inhe
rit all the title of that family to the crown; and tho' its claim, while any legiti
mate branch fubfifted of the houfe of Lancafter, had always been much difregard
e.d, the zeal of faction, after the death of Henry VI. and the murder of prince 
Edward, immediately conferred a weight and confideration upon it. 

KING Edward IV. finding, that all the Lancaftrians had caft their eyes to
wards the young earl of Richmond, as the object of their hopes, thought him 
alfo worthy of his attention ; and purfued him into his retreat in Brittany, whi
ther his uncle, the earl of Pembroke, had carried him, after the battle of Teukef
bury, fo fatal to his party. He applied to Francis II. duke of Brittany, who 
was his al1y, a weak bllt a good prince; and defired him to deliver up this fugi-

• Hift. Croyl. cont. p. 568. 

tive, 

• 



. RI C I-i A R D III. 433 

ive, who might be the fource of future diflurbances in England : But the duke, Chap. A.XIIT. 
averfe to fo difhonourable a propofal, would only confent, that, for the fecurity lf -:53. 

of Ed ward, the young nobleman fhould be detained in cufiody ; and he received 
an annual penfion from England for the fafe keeping or fubfiftance of his prifo-
ner. But towards the end of Edward's reign, when the kingdom was menaced 
with a war both from France and Scotland, the anxieties of the Englilh court 
with regard to Henry were very much encreafed ; and Edward n1ade a new pro-
pofal to the duke, which covered, under the faireft appearances, the moft bloody 
and treacherous intentions. He pretended, that he was defirous of gaining his 
enemy, and of uniting him to his own family by a marriage with liis daughter, 
Elizabeth ; and he follicited to have him fent over to ngland, for the executing 
a fcheme, which would redound fo much to his advantage. Thefe pret~nces, 
feconded by bribes to Peter Landais, a corrupt minifter, by whom the duke wa' 
entirely governed, gained credit with the court of Brittany : Henry was deliver-
ed into the hands of the Englifh agents : He was ready to embark : When a fuf .. 
picion of Edward's real defigh was fuggefl:ed to the duke, who recalled his orders, 
and thus faved the unhappy youth from the imminent danger, which hung over 
hitn. 

THESE fymptoms of continued jealoufy in the reigning family of England, 
both feemed to give fame authority to Henry's pretenfions, and made him the 
objeCt of general favour and compaffion, on account of the dangers and perfecu
tions to which he was expofed. The univerfal deteftation of Richard's conduct 
turned frill more the attention of the nation towards him; and as all the defcen
dants of the houfe of York were either women or minors, he feemed to be the 
only perfon from whom the nation could expect the expulfion of the odious and 
bloody tyrant. But notwithflanding thefe circumftances, which were fo favour
able to Henry, Buckingham and the bi!hop of Ely well knew, that there would 
frill lie many obftruetions in his way to the throne; and that tho' the nation had · 
been extremely divided between Henry VI. and the duke of York, when prefent 
poifeffion and hereditary right ftood in orpofition to each other; yet, fo foon as 
thefe titles were conjoined by Edward IV. the bulk of the people had come over 
to the reigning family ; and the Lancaflrians had extremely decayed, both in 
numbers and authority. It was therefore fuggefied by Morton, and readily af
fented to by the duke, that the only means of overturning the prefent ufurpation, 
w.as to unite the oppofite factions, by contraCting a marriage betwee~ the earl of 
Richmond and the princefs Elizabeth, eldeft daughter of King Edward, and 
thereby blending together the oppofite pretenfions of their families, w!1ich had 
fo long been the fource of public diforders and convulfions. The~ were fenfible, 

VoL. I~. 3 .K th~ t 
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Chap. XXIII. that the people were extremely defirous of repofe after fo many bloody and defiruCl:ive 
1483· commotions ; that both Yorkifts and Lancaftrians, who now lay equally under 

October. 

opprefiion, would embrace this fcheme with ardour ; and that the profpect of 
reconciling the two parties, which was in itfelf fo defirable an end, would, when 
added to the general hatred of the prefent government, render their caufe abfo
lutely invincible. In confequence of thefe views, the prelate, by means of Re
ginald Bray, fteward to the countefs of Richmond, opened the firft propofals of 
fuch an union to that lady; and the fcheme appeared fo advantageous for her fon"' 
and, at the fame time, fo likely to fucceed, that it admitted not Gf the Ieaft he
fitation. Dr. Lewis, a Wellh phyfician, who had accefs to the ~een-dowager 
in her fanctuary, carried the propofals to her ; and found, that revenge for the 
murder of her brother and of her three fons, apprehenlions for her remaining 
family, refentlnent of her confinement and oppreffions, eafily overcame all her 
prejudices againft the houfe of Lancafter, and procured her approbation of a mar
riage, to which the age and birth, as well as the prefent fituation, of the two· 
parties, feemed fo naturally to invite them. She fecretly borrowed a fum of 
n1oney in the city, fent it over to the e4ri of. Richmond, required his oath to 
fulfil the marriage as foon as he 1hould arrive in England, advifed him to levy 
as many foreign forces as poffible, and promifed to join him, on his firft ap
pearance, with all the friends and partizans of het family .. 

THE plan being thus 1'tid upon the folid foundations of good fenfe and found 
policy, it was fecretly communicated to the principal perfons of both parties in 
a! I the counties of England ; and a wonderful alacrity appeared in every order of 

men, to forward its fuccefs and completion. But it was impoffible, that fo ex
tenfive a .confpiracy could be conducted fo fecretly as entirely to efcape the jealous 
and vigilant eye of Richard ; and he foon received intelligence, that his enemies, 
headed by the duk~ of Buckingham, were forming fome defign againft his au
thority. He immediately put himfelf in a pofture of defence by levying fome 
troops in the North; and he fummoned the duke to appear at court, in fuch 
terms as feemed to promife him a renewal of their former friendfhip. But .that 
noblen1an, well acquainted with the barbarity and treachery of Richard, replied only 
by taking arms in Wales, and giving the fignal to his accomplices for a general 
infurreB:ion in all parts of England. But there happened at that very time to 
fall fuch heavy rains, fo inceffaftt and continued, as exceeded any known in the 
memory of man ; and the Severne, with the other rivers in that neighbourhood, 
f· ·elled to a height which rendered them impaffable, and prevented :Buckingham 
from marching into the hear~ of England to join his afiociates. The W ellhmen, 
partly moved by fuperftition at this extraordinary event, partly diftreifed by fa-

mine 
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n1ine in their camp, fell off from him ; and Buckingham finding himfelf de- Chap. XXIII. 

ferted by his followers, put on a difguife, and took Ihelter in the houfe 1483· · 

of Banifter, an old fervant of his family. But being deteCted in his retreat, he 
was brought to the King at Salifbury; and was inftantly tried, condemned, and Buckingham 

executed, according to the fummary method praCl:ifed in thofe ages *. The executed. 

other confpirators, who took arms in four different places, at Exeter, at Salif-

bury, at Newbury, at Maidftone, hearing of the duke of Buckingham's misfor-
tunes, defpaired of fuccefs, and immediately difperfed them.felves. 

THE marquifs of Dorfet and biiliop of Ely made their efcape beyond fea: 
Many others were equally fortunate. Several fell into Richard's hands, of whom 
he made fome examples. His ~xecutions feem not o have been remarkably fe
vere ; tho' we are told of one gentleman, William Colingbourne, who fuffered 
under colour of this rebellion, but in reality for a diftich of quibbling verfes~ 
which he had compofed againft Richard and his minifters t. The earl of Rich
mond, in concert with his friends, had fet fail from St. Malo's, carrying on 
board. a hod y of sooo men, levied in foreign parts ; but his fleet being at firft 
drove back by a ftorm, he appearetl not on the coaft of England till after the 
difperfion of all his friends ; and he found himfelf obliged to return to the court 

of Brittany. 

THE King, thus triumphant in all places, and ftrengthened by this unfuc- 1484. 

cefsful attempt to dethrone him, ventured at aft to fummon a parliament; a z3d of Jan ~ 
meafure which his crimes and flagrant ufurpation had n1ade hitn hitherto de-
cline. Tho' it was natural that the parliament, in a conteft of national parties, 
1hould always adhere to the victor, he feems to have apprehended, left his title, 
founded on no principle, and fupported by no party, might be rejected by that 
affembly. But his enemies being now at his feet, the parliament had no choice 
but to recognize his authority, and acknowledge his right to the crown: His 
only fon Edward, then a youth of twelve years of age, was created prince of 
Wales : The duties of tonnage and poundage were granted him for life : And 
Richard, in order to reconcile the nation to his government, paffed fome popu-
lar laws, particularly one againft the late practice of extorting money on pretence 
of benevolences. 

• Hi!l:. Croyl. cont. p . 568. 

t The lines were : 
The Rat, the Cat, and Low! that D fJg , 
Rule all E11glaud under the Hog. 

/ 

Alluding to the names of Ratclifie and Cate!by; and to Richard's arms, which were a boar. 
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Cbap. XXIII. ALL the other meafures of the King tended to the fame objeCt. SenGble, thrrt q84. 
- the only circumfrance which could give him fecurity was to gain the confidence 

.of the Yorkifl:s, he paid court to the ~1een~cowager with fuch art and addrefs,. 
made fuch earne£1: protefiations of his fincere good-wi-ll and friendfi1ip, that this 
princefs, tired of confinement, and defpairing of any fuccefs from her formet 
projeCts, ventured to leave her ~nCtuary, and to put herfelf and her daughters 
into the hands of the tyrant. But he foon carried farther his views for the efra ... 
blifhment of his throne. He had married An1e, the fecond daughter of the ear! 
of vVarwic, and widow of Edward prince of \Vales, whom Richard himfelf had 
1nurdered ;. but this princefs having born him but one fon, who died about this 
time, he· confidered her as an invincible obftacle to the fettlement of his 
fortune, and he was believed to have carried her off, by poifon ; . a crime for. 
which, the public could not be fu.pp.ofed to have any very folid proof, but which 
the ufual tenor of his conduct made it reafonable to fufpect. He now thought it 
in his power to remove the chief perils which threatened his government. The 
earl of Richmond, he knew, could never be dangerous but fron1 his projected· 
marriage with the princefs Elizabeth, the true heir of the crown ; and he there
fore intended, by~, me-ans of a papal difpenfation, to efpoufe himfelf this princefs, . 
.-tnd thus to unite in his own family their contending titles. The ~een-dowager;.. 
eager to recover her loft authority, neither fcrupled this alliance, which was very 
unufual in England,_ and was regarded as.incefLwus.; nor felt.any horror at mar
rying her. daughter to the· murderer of her three fons and of her brother : She 
even· conjoined fo far her interefts with thofe of the ·ufurper, that ibe wrote to all 

. her partizans, and among the reft, to her fon the marquifs of Dorfet, defiring 
them to withdraw from the earl of Richmond; an injury which • the earl could 
never afterwards forgive: The court of Rome was .applied to for a. difpenfation : 
Richard thought, that he cou!d . eafily defend r.imfelf during the interval, till it· 
-:\rrivcd ; and he had afterwards -the agreeable profpect of a full and fecure fettJe .... 
n::ent. He flattered himfelf, that the Engliih nation, feeing all danger removed> 
of a difputed fucceffion, would then acquiefce under the dominion of a prince, . 
wlio was of mature years-, of great abilities, and of a genius qualified for govern
ment· ;· and that they would fGrgive hirn all tbe.crimes,which. he had committed : 
in paving his way to the throne. 

BuT the crimes of Richard were fo horrid ar.d fo fhocking to humanity, that ~ 
the natural fentiments of men, without any pol!tical or public views, were fuffi~ 
cient to render his government unflable ; and erery perfon of probity and honour~ 
was earne!l: to prevent ~he fceptre from being f~rther polluted by that bloody and 
~ea<;her us hand_ which held . it. ..c-\.ll.the exiles flocked to the earl of Richmond 
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"n Brittany, and exhorted him to haften his attempt of a new invafion, and to Chap. XXII~ 
prevent the n1arriage of the princels Elizabeth, which muft prove fo fatal to all· 14S4 .. 
his hopes. The earl, fenfible of the urgent neceffity, but dreading the treachery 
of Peter Landais, who had entered into a· negotiation with Richard for delivering 
him up, was obliged to attend only to his prefent fafety; and· he made his efcape 
to the court of France. The minilters of Charles VIII. who had· now fucceeded 
to the throne after the death of his father Lewis, gave him countenance and pro-
teCtion ; and being defirous of raifmg qifturbances to Richard, they fecretly en
couraged the earl in the levies which he n1ade for the fupport of his enterprire 
againft England. The earl of xb , w om Richard's fufpicions had throwtt 
into confinement, having made his efcape, here joined enry; and enflamed hb 
ardour for the attempt, by the favc1urable accounts which he brought of the dif~ 
pofitions of the Engliih nation, an1 their univerfal hatred of Richard's crim~J 
and ufurpation. 

THE earl of Richmond fet out f:-om Harfleur in Normandy with a retinue of 148 ~; . 
about 2ooo perfons; and after a n::vigation of fix days, he arrived at Milford-lnvafion' b:~ · 
Haven in Wales, where he landed without oppofition. He direCted his courfe ~~~h~~nX.f 
to that part of the kingdom, in ho~s ·that the Wela1, who regarded him as their 7th of Aug ... 
countryn1an, and who had been already prepoffdfed in favour of his caufe by 
1neans of the duke of Buckingham, would join his fiandard, and enable him to 
make head ag ir1 the efrablifhed government. H.ichard, who <:new not in what 
quarter-he might expect the invader, had taken pofi: at Nottingham, in the 
centre of the kingdom ; and having given commiffions to different perfons in the 
feveral counties, w horn he empowered to oppofe his enemy', he propofed in per-
fon to fly, on the firfi: alarm, to the place which was expofed to danger. Sir 
Rice ap Thomas and Sir Waiter Herbert were entrufted with this authority in . 
\Vales ; but the former immediate.y deferted to Henry ; the fecond n1ade but 
fet!:ble oppofition to hiin: And the tarl, advancing towards Shrewfbury, r.eceived : 
every day fome reinforcement from his partizans. Sir Gilbert Tal bot joined him . 
with all the va.lf .. ds and retainers of t1e family of Shrew !bury: Sir Thomas Bour-
chier, Sir Waiter Hungerford, bra1ght their friends to fuare his · fortune; and · 
the appearance of men of diftintticn in his camp made already the catue wear a • 
favourable afpeCt. 

BuT the danger to which Richard was chiefly expofed, proceeded no:: .fo much 
from the zeal of his open enemies, as from the infidclity.of his pretended friends . . 
Scarce any' nvbleman of diftinB:ion vas fi ncerely attached to his caufe, except the 
c ulfe of Norfolk ; and all thofe w.fl.c feig!led the. n1oft loyalty. were only watching . 
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hap. XXIII. an opportunity to betray and defert him. But the perfons of whom he enter-
1485· tained the greateft fnfpicion, were the lord Stanley and his brother Sir William; 

whofe connexions with the earl of Richmond, notwithftanding their profeffions 
of attachment to his perfon, were never entirely forgot or overlooked by him. 
When he empowered lord Stanley to levy forces, he ftill retained his eldeft fon, 
lord Strange, as a pledge of his fidelity ; and that nobleman was, on this ac
count, obliged to employ great precaution and referve in his proceedings. He 
raifed a powerful body of his friends and retainers in Chefhire and Lancafhire, 
but without openly declaring himfe1f: And tho' Henry had received fecret af
furances of his friendly intention, the armies on both fides knew not what to in-

2zd <2f Aug. fer from his equivocal behaviour. The two rivals, at laft, approached each 
Batttlhe of Bof- other, at Bofworth near Leicefter ; Henry at the head of fix thoufand men, 
wor . 

Richard with an army of above double the number; and a decifive aCtion was 
every hour looked for between them. Stanley, who commanded about feven 
thoufand n1en, took care to poft himfelf at Atherftone, not far from the expected 

field of battle ; and he made fuch a difpofition as enabled him on occafion to join 
either party. Richard had too much fagacity not to difcover his intentions from 
thefe movements ; but he kept the fecret from his own men for fear of difcou
raging them : He took not immediate revenge on Stanley's fon, as fome of his 
courtiers advifed him ; becaufe he hoped that fo valuable a pledge would induce 
the father to prolong ftill farther his ambi uous conduct: And he haftened to 
decide by arms the quarrel with his competitor ; being certain, that a victory 

over the earl of Richmond would enable hi1n to take an1ple revenge of all his ene

mies, open and concealed. 

THE van of Richtnond's army, confifting of archers, was commanded by John 
earl of Oxford : Sir Gilbert Tal bot led the right wing ; Sir John Savage the 
left : 1'he earl himfelf, accompanied by his uncle, the earl of Pembroke, placed 
himfelf in the main body. Richard alfo took poft in his main body, and en

trufted the comtnand of his van to the duke of Norfolk:. As his wings were 
never engaged, we have not learned the names of the feveral commanders. Soon 
after the battle began, lord Stanley, whofe conduCt in this whole affair difcovers 
great precaution and abilities, appeared in the field, and declared for the earl of 
Richmond. This meafure, which was fo unexpeCted to the men, tho' not to 
their leaders, had a proportional effect: on both armies : It infpired unufual cou
rage into Henry's foldiers; it threw Richard's into difmay ar.d confufion. The 
intrepid tyrant, fenfible of his defperate fituation, caft his eye around the field, 
and perceiving his rivat at no· great diftance, he drove againft him with fury, in 
hopes, that eith.er I-Ienry's death or his own would foon decide the viCtory be-
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tween them. He killed with his own hands Sir William Brandon, fiandard- Chap. XXIII. 

bearer to the earl : He difmounted Sir John Cheyney: He was now within reach 1485· 

of Richmond himfelf, who declined not the combat; when Sir William Stanley, · 
breaking in with his troops, furrounded Richard, who, fighting bravely to the 
]aft n1oment, was overwhelmed by the numbers of his enemies, and perifhed by Death 

a fate too mild and honourable for his multiplied and deteftable enormities. His 
men every where fought for fafety by flight. 

THERE fell in this battle about 4000 n1en on the fide of the vanquillied ; and 
among thefe the duke of N orfoJk, the lord Ferrars of Chartley, Sir Richard 
Ratcliffe, Sif Robert Piercy!l> and ir obert Brakenbury. The Jofs was very 
inconfiderable on the fide of the viClors. Sir Wi1liam Catefby, a great infiru
ment of Richard's crimes, was taken, and foon after beheaded, with fome others, 
at Leicefter. The body of Richard was found in the field, covered with dead 
enemies, and all befmeared with blood : It was thrown carelefsly acrofs a horfe ; 
was carried to Leicefter amid the fhouts of the infulting fpeCl:ators ; and was in· 
terred in the Gray-Friars church of that place. 

· THE hiftorians who favour Richard (for even he has met with partizans and 'charaael:· 

among the later writers) maintain,. that he was well qualified for govern- ofRichardiii~ 
ment, had he legally obtained it; and that he committed no crimes but fuch 
as were neceffary to procure him poffeffion of the crown : But this is a very poor 
apology, when it is confeffed, hat e was re~dy to commit the moft horrid 
crimes, which appeared neceffary for that purpofe; and it is certain, that all his 
courage and capacity, qualities in wnich he really feems not to have been defi-
cient, would never have made compenfation to the people for the danger of the 
precedent, and for the contagious example of vice and murder, exalted upon the 
throne. This prince was of a fmall ftature, hump-backed, and had a very harlh 
difag-reeable vifage ; fo that his body was in every particular no lefs deformed 
than his mind. 

* * * * * * 
THus have we purfued the Hiftory of England thro' a feries of many barba

rous ages ; till we have at laft reached the dawnings of civility and fcience, and 
have the profpect, both of greater certainty in our hiftorical narrations, and of 
being able to prefent' to the reader a fpectacle more wort.hy of his a'ttention. The 
want of certainty, however, and of circumftances, is not alike to be complained 
of throughout every period of this long narration. This ifland pofiefies many 
2ntient hii1orians of good credit, as well as many hiftorical monuments ; and it is 
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Ch~f· xxrn. rare, that the annals .0 f fo uncultivated a people, as were the Engli!h as well as 
the other European nations, after the decline of Roman learning, have been 
tranfmitted to pofterity fo compleat, and w.th fo little mixture of falfthood and 
.of fable. This advantage we owe entireiy n the clergy of the church of Rome; 
.who, founding their authority on their fuperior knowledge, preferved the pre
.cious literature of antiquity from a total extinction * ; and under fhelter ~f their 
numerous privileges and immunities, acquir~d a fecurity, by means of the fuper
ftition, which .the¥ would in vain have claimed, from _ the juftice and humanity, 
of thofe ~urbu1ent and licentious ages. Nor is the fpectacle altogether unenter
taining and uninflruct:ive, which the hiftory of thofe tjmes prefents to us. The 
view of human manners and aCtions, in all their variety of appearances, is both 
profitable and agreeable ; and if the afpeCt in fome periods feems horrid and de
formed, we may thence learn to cheriil1 with the greater anxiety that fcience and 
civility which has fo clofe a connexion with ·rirtue and humanity, and which, as 
it is a fovereign antidote againft fuperftition. is alfo the moft effectual remedy 
againfl: vice a;1d diforders of every kind. 

THE rife, prqgrefs, perfection, and decline of art and fcience, are curious ob
jeCts of contemplation, and intimately conn(Cl:ed with a narration of civil tranf
aB:ions. The events of no particular period can be fully accounted for, but by 
confidering the degrees of advancen1ent, which men have. reached in thofe parti
..culars. 

THoSE who caft their eye on the general revolutions of fociety, will find, that, 
as all .the improvements of the human mind had reached nearly to their fiate of 
pe(feCtion about the age of Auguftus, there vas a fenfible dec.line from that point 
.or period ; and men thenceforth ·t:elapfed gradually into ignorance and barbarifm, 
The unlimited extent of the Roman empire, and the confequent defpotifm of 
the monarchs, e~tinguifhed all emulation, debafed the generous fpirits of men, 

• ·Every one that has peruied the antient 1\fonki!h v.riters, knows, that, however barbarous their 
c0wn fiyle, they are full of allufions to the Latin clailic!, efpecially the poets. There feems alfo in 
.thofc middle ages to have remained many antient book:, that are now loll. Malmefbury, who flou
rifhed in the reign of Henry I. and K. Stephen, quotes :...ivy's defcription of Crefar's pafr•ge over the 
Rubicon. Fitz-Stephen, wilo lived in the reign of Henry II. alludes to a pa!lage in the larger hifrory 
of Sallufi:. In the colleelion of letters, which paffes under the name of Thoma~ a Becket, we fee hO\Y 

familiar all the antient hifl:ory and anticnt books wcr( to the more ingenious and more dignified 
churchmen of that time, an !. ,confequently how much d1at order of men mufi have furpaffcd all the 
other members of the fociety. That prelate and h.Js f·iends eaU ea,ch other philofophers il\ all tl1e 

, .courfe of their .correfpondence, and confider with re~fon :he refi of the world as funk into total igno
r.-mce and barbarifm. By ~he prefent di1fu1ion of learnbg, even thofe who are illiterate receiv~ [q 

~uch impro~,e~llel1t as to be more on a level with men ofk~owledge and l_earn1ng. 
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and depre.ffed that noble flame, by which all the refined arts muft be cheriihed Chap. XXI r4 
and enlivened. The military government, which foon fucceeded, rendered even 
the Ii ves and properties of-men infecure · and precarious ; and proved deftruEt:ive 
to thofe vulgar and more necefftry arts of agriculture, manufaCtures, and com-
merce ; and in the end, to the nilitary art, and genius itfelf, by which alone the 
immenfe fabric of the empire cruld be fupported. The irruption of the barba-
rous nations, which foon follo~ed, overwhelmed all human knowledge, which 
was already far in its decline ; ar.d men funk every age deeper into ignorance, ftu-
pidity, and fuperftition; till de light of antient fcience and hiftory, had very 
nearly fuffered a total e ft ion in a t e uropean nations. 

BuT there is an ultimate p<iint of depreffion, as well as of exaltation, from 
which human affairs naturally Jeturn in a contrary progrefs, and beyond which 
they feldom pafs either in their advancement or decline. The period, in which 
the people of Chriftendom were the loweft funk in ignorance, and confequer1tly 
in diforders of every kind, ma) juftly be fixed at the eleventh century, about the 
age of William the Conqueror i and from that l:Era, the fun of fcience, begin· 
ning to re-afcend, threw out ma1y gleams of light, which preceded the. full morn
ing, when letters were revived in the fifteenth century. The Danes and other northern 
people, who had fo long infefre~i all the coafts, and even the inland parts of Eu
rope, by their depredations, havlng now learned the arts of tillage and agriculture, 
found a fettled fubfiftance a me, and were no longer tempted to defert their 
induftry, in order to feek a precarious livelihood by rapine and by the plunder of 
their neighbours. The feudal ~overnments alfo, among the more fouthern na· 
tions, were reduced to a kind of fyftem ; and tho' that ftrange fpecies of civil 
polity was ill fitted to enfure ei:her liberty or tranquility, it was preferable to the 
univerfal licence and diforder, vhich had every where preceded it. But perhaps 
there was no event, which ten&d farther to the improvement of the age, than 
one, which has not been much remarked, the accidental finding a copy of J ufli
nian's Pandects, about the year 1130, in the town of An1alfi in Italy. 

THE ecclefiaftics, who had Ie:zure, and fome inclination to fi:udy, immediately 
adopted with zeal this excellent fyftem of jurifprudence, and fpread the knowledge 
of it in every part of Europe. Befides the intrinfic merit of th~ performance, it 
was recommended to them br its original connexion with the imperial city of · 
Rome, which, being the feat of their religion, feemed to acquire a new Juftre and 
authority, by the diffufion of 1ts laws over the weftern world-. In Jefs than ten 
years after the difcovery of the Pandects, Vacarius, under the protection of Theo
bald, archbiihop of Canterbury read public lectures of civil law in the univerfity 
of Oxford; and the clergy eve·y where, by their example as well as exhortation, 
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Chap. XXIII. were the n1eans of fpreading the higheft efteem for this new fcience: That order 
of men, ha~ing large poffeffions to defend, were in a manner neceffitated to turn 
their ftudies towards the law ; and their properties being often endangered by the 
violence of the princes and baron~, it became their intereft to enforce the obferv
ance of -general and equitable rules, from which alone they could receive protec
tion. As they poffeffed all the knowledge of the age, and were alone acquainted 
with the habits of thinking, the praCtice as well as fcience of the law, fell moftly 
into their hands : And tho' the clofe connexion, hich without any neceffity they 
formed between the canon and civil law, begot a jealoufy in the laity of England, 
and prevented the Roman jurifprudence frotn becoming the municipal law of the 
country, as was the cafe in many ftates of Europe, a great part of it was fecretly 
transferred into the practice of the courts of juftice, and the imitation of their 
neighbours, made the Englifh gradually endeavour to raife their own Jaw from its 
original ftate of rudenefs and imperfection. 

IT is eafy. to fee what advantages Europe muft have reaped by its inheriting at 
once from the antients, fo complete an art, which was of itfelf fo neceffary for 
giving fecurity to all other arts, and which, by refining, and ftill more, by be
flowing folidity on the judgment, ferved as a model to farther improvements• 
The fenfible utility of the Roman law both to public and private intereft recom
mended the ftudy of it, at a time when the more exalted and fpeculative fciences 
carried no charms with them • and thus he Jaft b n h of antient literatur~ which 
remained uncorrupte , was happily the firft tranfmitted to the modern world. 
For it is remarkable, that in the decline of Roman learning, when the philofo-
phers were univerfally infected with fuperftition and fophiftry, and the poets and 
hiftorians with barbarifm, the lawyers, who in other countries are feldom models 
of fcience or politenefs, were yet able, by the conftant ftu~y and clofe imitation 
of their predeceffors, to maintain the fame good fenfe in their decifions and rea
fonings, and the fame purity in their language and expreffion. 

WHAT beftowed an additional merit on the civil law, was the extreme igno
rance and imperfeCtion of that jurifprudence, which preceded it among all ~he 
Europeaq nations, efpecia11y among the Saxons or antient Englifh. What abfur
dities prevailed at that time in the adminiftration of juftice, may be conceived 
from the authentic monuments which remain of the antient Saxon laws; where a 
pecuniary commutation was received for every crime, where fiated prices were 
fixed fQr men's lives and members, where private revenges were authorized for 
all injuries, where the ufe of the ordeal, corfnet, and afterwards of the due], was 
the received method of proof, and where the j lldges were ruftic freeholders, af
fembled of a fudden, and deciding a caufe from one debate or altercation of the 
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parties. Such a ftate of fociety was very little advanced beyond the rude ftate of Chap. XXIll. 
nature: Violence univerfally prevailed, infi:ead of general and equitable maxims: _ 
The pretended liberty of t~e times, was only an incapacity of fubmitting to go
vernment: And men, not protected by law in their lives and properties, fought 
ihelter, by their perfonal fervility and attachments, under fome powerful chieftain, 
or by voluntary con1binations. 

THE gradual progrefs of improvement, raifed the Europeans fotnewhat from 
this uncultivated ftate ; and affairs, in this ifiand particularly, took , very early a 
turn, which was more favourable to juftice and to liberty. Civil emplo,: 1ent~ 
and occupations fc on m onoura e among the Englifh : The fituation of 
that people rendered not the perpetual attention to wars fo nece ar as among their 
neighbours, and all regard was not confined to the military profeffion : 1"'he gen ~ 
try, and even the nobility, began to deem an acquaintance with the law, a requi~ 
fite part of education : They were lefs diverted than afterwards from il:udies o 
this kind by other fciences; and in the age of Henry VI. we are told by Fortef
cue, there were in the Inns of Court about two thoufand ftudents, moft of thern 
men of honourable birth, who gave application to this branch of civil know
ledge. A circumftance which proves, that a confiderable advance was already 
made in the fcience of government, and which prognofticated ftill a greater. 

ONE chief advantage, which refulted from the introduction and progrefs of 
the arts, was the introduCtion and progrefs of freedom ; and this confequence af
etted men both in their perfonal and civil capacities. 

IF we confider the antient ftate of Europe, we ihall find, that the far greater 
part of the fociety were every where bereaved of their perfonal liberty, and lived 
entirely at the will of their mafters. · Every one, that was not noble, vas a fiave: 
The peafants were fold along with the land: The few inhabitants of cities were 
not in a better condition : Even the gentry themfelves were fubjeCt:ed to a long 
train of fub rdination under the greater bafons or chief vaffals of the crown; who, 
tho' feemingly placed in a high ftate of fplendor, yet, having but a ficnder pro
teElion from the law, were expofed to every tempeft of ftate, and by the preca
rious condition, in which they lived, paid dearly for the power of oppreffing and 
tyrannizing over their inferiors. The firft incident, which broke in upon this 
violent fyftetn of government, was the praCtice, begun in France, of ereCting 
communities and corporations, endowed with privileges and a feparate municipal 

overnment which aave them protection againft the tyranny of the barons, and 
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Chap. XXIII. which the prince himfelf deemed it prudent to refpeEt *. The relaxation of the 
feudal tenures, and an execution, fomewhat ftritl:er, of the public law, beftow
ed an independance on vaffals, which was unknown to their forefathers. And 
even the peafants themfel ves, tho' later than other orders of the ftate, made their 
efcape from thofe bonds of villenage or flavery, in which they had formerly been 
retained. 

IT may appear fl:range, that the progrefs of the arts, which feems, among the 
Greeks and Romans, to have daily encreafed the number of i1aves, ihould, in 
later times, have proved fo general a fource of liberty ;. but this difference of the 
events proceeded from a great differen e in the circumil:ances., which attended 
thofe inftitutions. l='lie a tient barons, being obliged to maintain themfelves con
tinually in a mi itary pofl:ure, and little emulous of elegance or fplendor, employ
ed not their villains as domeftic fervants, much lefs as manufacturers, but com
pofed their retinue of free-men, whofe military fpirit rendered the chieftain for
tnidable to his neighbours, and who were ready to attend him in every warlike 
enterprize. The villains were occupied entirely in the cultivation of their maf
ter~s land, and paid their rents either in corn and cattle and other produce of the 
farm, or in fervile offices, w.hich they performed about the baron's family, and 
upon the fanns which he retained in his own po1feffion. In proportion as agri
culture improved, and money encreafed, it was found, that thefe fervices, tho' 
extremely burthenfome to the villain, wer.e of Jittle advantage to the mafter; and 
that the produce of a large eftate could be much more conveniently difpofed of 
by the peafant him(elf, who raifed it, than by the landlord or his bailiff, who 
were formerly accuftomed to receive it. A commutation 'Yas therefore made of 
rents for fervices, and of money rents for thofe jn kind _; and as men, in a fub
fequent age, difcovered, that farms were better cultivated where the farmer en .. 
joyed a fecurity of polfeffion, the pracrice of granting 1eafes to the peafant began 
to prevail, which entirely broke the bonds of fervitude, already much relaxed 
from the former practices. Thus villenage went gradually into difufe through
out the more civilized parts of Europe : The intereft of the mafter, as well as 
that of the fiave, concurred in this alteration. The 1ateft laws which we find in 

• There appear early fymptoms of the jealoufy; entertained by the barons againfl: the progrefs of 
the arts, as deftruaive of their licentious power. A law was enaCled, 7 Henry IV. cap. 1 7· prohi
biting any one who did not poffefs twenty ihillings a year in land from binding his fons apprentices to 
any trade. They found aJready that the cities began to drain the country of the labourers and hufband
rnen ; and did not forefee how much the encreafe of commerce would increafe the value of their efrates. 
See farther, Cotton, p. I 70· The Kings, to encourage the boroughs, granted them this privilege, 
that any villain, who had lived a twclvemonth in any corporation and had been of the gild, Jhould be 
thenceforth regarded as free. 
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England for the enforcing or regulating this fpecies of fervitude, were enaCted in Chap. XXIII. 

the reign of Henry VII. And tho' the antient ftatutes on this fubjetl: remain frill 
unrepealed by parliament, it appears, that, before the reign of Elizabeth, the 
diftinction of villain and freeman was totally, tho' infenfibly abolilhed, and that 
no perfon remained in the ftate, to whom the former laws could be applied. 

THus perfonal freedom became almoft general in Europe; an advantage which 
paved the way for the encreafe of political or civil liberty, and which, even where 
it was not attended with this falutary effect, ferved to give the members of the 
community fome of the moft confiderable advantages of it. 

THE conftitution of the En lifh government, ever fince the invafion of this 
if.land by the Saxons, may boaft of this pre-eminence, at in no age the will of 
the monarch was ever entirely abfolute and uncontrouled : But in ther refpeCl:s 
the ballance of power has extremely lhifted among the feveral orders of the ftate; 
and this fabric has experienced the fame mutability, which has attended all hu-. 

man inftitutions. 
THE antient Saxons, like the other German nations, where each individual 

was enured to arms, and whe e the independance of n1en was fecured by a great 
equality of poffeffions, feem to have admitted a confiderable mixture of democracy 
into their form of government, and to have been one of the freefl: nations, of 
which there remains any account in the records of hiftory. After this tribe was 
fettled in England, efpecially after the diffoiution of the Heptarchy, the great 
extent of the kingdom produced a great inequality in property; and the ballance 
feems to have inclined to the fide of the Ariftocracy. The Norman conque£1: 
threw more authority into the hands of the fovereign, which, however, admitted 
of great controul; tho' derived lefs fron1 the general forms of the conftitution, which 
were inaccurate and irregular, than from the independant power enjoyed by each 
baron in his particular diftrict or province. The eftablifhment of the great char
ter exalted ftill higher the Ariftocracy, impofed regular limits on royal power, 
and gradually introduced fome mixture of Democracy into the conftitution. But 
even during this period, from the acceffion of Edward I. to the death of Richard 
Ill. the condition of the commons was no-wife defirable ; a kind of Polilh Ari
ftocracy prevailed ; and tho' the Kings were limited, the people were as yet far 
fro

1
n being free. It required the authority almoft abfolute of the fovereigns, 

which took place in the fubfequent period, to pull down thefe diforderly and li
centious tyrants, who were equal enemies to peace and to freedom, and to eftab
lifu that regular execution of the laws, which, in a following age, enabled the 
people to erect a regular and equitable plan of liberty. 

5 



H I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

Chap. XXIII. IN each of there fucceffive alterations, the 01ly ru Te of government, which is 
intelligible or carries any authority with it, is 1he eftabli!hed praetice of the age, 
and the maxims of adminiftration, which are at that time pr.evaient, and uni
:verfJJly affented to. Thofe_ who, from a pret:nded refpect to antiquity, appeal 
at every turn to an original plan of the conflkution, only cover their turbulent 
fpirit and their private-ambition under the ap?ear:ance of venerable forms ; and 
whatever period they pitch on for their model, they may ftill be carded back to 
a more antient period, where they will find. th~ meafures of power entirely dif. 
ferent, and where every circumftance, by reaf~n of the greater barbarity of the 
times, will appear ftill Iefs worthy of imitation. Above all, a civilized nation, 
like the Englifi1, who have happily eflablifhed the moft perfect and moft accurate 
fyftem of liber , that ever was found compa:ible with government, ought to 

·be cautious of appealing to the practice of their anceftors, or regarding the max
ims of uncultivated ages as certain rules for ther prefent conduct. An acquain
tance with the hit1ory of the remote periods of deir government is chiefly ufeful by 
infrructing them to cheriih their" prefent conftitu:ion from a comparifon or contrail: 
with the condition of thofe diftant times. And it is alfo curicus, by iliowing 
them the remote, and commonly faint and disfigured originals of the moft finifu. 
ed and mofl: noble inftitutions, and by inftruCling them in the great mixture of 
accident which commonly concurs with a fmalJ ingredient of wifdom and fore
fight, in erecting tne ~omplicated fabric oT the noft perfec1 government. 

"'"'he E N D of the S E C 0 N ) V 0 I..J U M 



E R R A T A. 

P. 29. 1. 2 2. read exorhitant auth~rity. P. 32. I. 4· from the bottom, dele tJ. P. 44· 1. 8. 
from the bottom, read yielded himfilf prifiner. P. 65. I. 4· read monarch. P. 117. I. 12. 

read the cldejl fon. P. 128. 1. 10. read completion if the marriage. P. 132. 1. lo. from the 
bottom, read had retired. P. 168. 1. 10. from the bottom, read period of tbeir hiflory. 
P. 177. 1. ult. read tumultuary. P. 217. 1. 15. read indepmdant of. p, 2.20. 1. 20. read 
from it, P. 32 I. 1. 5. dele /, 
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