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M~ MNHE victory, which the earl of Richmond gained
% Richard the third, was entirely decifive ; being
4

the total rout and difj )'”1')1()& (‘f the I’O\“ﬁ! arn

Y, as
King himfelf. The joy of fo great fuccefs fuddenly prompted th

1

the field of battle, to beftow on their leu-nouo general the :
1

which he had not hzmcrro "-f'!Lnrle; and the acc iaxm 10ns Ton of
Jeventh, by a natural and ung ed moveme VIL

ters.  To beflow fome appearance of formality on
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Chap. L.
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His titleto the

CIown.

. HISTORY ofr ENGLAND.

and which had been found am
¥ v himie
conq€gor. Henry himi

- the fpoils; and he put it on

fnained notin h!fp('ll[(,‘:, but immediately, v

* hefitatien, accepted of the magnificent “prefent, which was tendered him. He

was come to the great crifis o

his fortune ; _and l)(‘ilt"“ obliged fuddenly to deter-
1 1 + sat A1 ‘,
mine himfelf, amidft great diffl

ulties, which he muft have frequently revolved

in his mind, he chofe that par!;_v, which his ambition fuggefted to him, and to
which he feemed to be conduéted by his prefent prolperous fuccefs.
FHEI\ vere many  titles, on which Henry could found his right to the

throne ; but no one of them free from greéat ebjections, if confidered, uttn:r with
refpect to Juf’nc: or to policy.

Durine fome years, Henry had been regarded as heir to the houfe of Lancal-
ter, by the parey attached to that family; but the title of the houfe of Lancafle
jtfelf to the erown was ﬁ'-“*xerf]ly efteemed to be very ill founded. Henry the
fourth, who had firft raifed that family to royal dignity, had never clearly deter-
mined the foundation of his claim; and while he p‘a?n}y invaded the order
fucceffion, he had not acknowledged the eletion of the peoy‘c. The Parliament
had indeed often recognized the title-of -the Lancaftrian princes; but thefe votes
had little authority, being confidered as inftances of prudent complaifance towards
a family in pofleffion of prefent power : And they had accmdmgly been often
reverfed during the late p rcva_‘;ence of the houfe of York. Prudent men alfo, who

had been willing, for the fake of peace, to fubmit to any eftablithed authority,
defired not to. fee the claims of a family revived, which muft produce many con-
vulfions at prefent, abd which disjointed for the future the whole fyftem of here-
ditary right.  Befides allowing the title of the houfe of Lancafter to be 1.5-:»;;13
Henry htmﬂh was not the true hcn of that farml/ and nothing but th

n-:
not Ail-
nacy of faction, which never, without the utmoft r(’luancL, will fi nm*’t to tiu,ir
antagonifts, could have engaged the partizans of that houfe to ad

adopt the earl of
Richmond as their head. His mother indeed, Margaret, Counta’ of Richmond,
was fole daughter and heirefs of John duke of Somerfet, grandlon to Jobn of

Gaunt duke of Lancafter: But the birth of the firft of the Somerfet line was itfelf
1
N

illegitimate and even adulterous. And tho” the duke of Lancafter had obtained
the legitimation of his natural children by a patent of Richard the fecond, con-
firmed in Parliament ; it might juftly be doubted, whether this Deed could be-

ftow any title to the Crown; fince in the patent itfelfiall the privileges conferred

by it are fully enumerated, and the fuccefiion to the kingdom, by being omitted,
is thereby tacitly excluded. In all the fettlements of the crown, made dmmg th
reigns of the Lancaftrian princes, the line of Somerfet had been entirely over-
ool <ed and it was not till the failure of the legitimate branch, that men had

paid any attention to their claim. And to add to the general diffatisfaction againft

Henry’s

1€
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1T

Henry’s title, his mother, from whom he derived all his
and evidently preceded him in the order of fuccefiion.

L1l

Tae title of the houfe of York, both from the plain reafon of the ¢

from the late popular government of Edward tha; fourth, had ot
ver Q’.‘- the pz'c;crcncc in the fentiments of the people ; and Henry mig

ight of that family, by his intended marr riage with the prit
lizabeth, ‘the heirefs Of it-, a marr

e, which he had .c”."n‘y promil

lebrate, and to the expettation of which he had

hxs pa ft fuc
Henry from Of.l‘p*:zl‘xi this crv;».r“; nt, Were he to
ht of his !pow his

But many reafons dif]

receive the crown (m?y i

o
(

, he kn

limited ; and he muft expeét rather to enjoy the b..lL title of king

courtefy, than pofl ?; th real autho rity \\lnd belongs toit.  Shoul

die before him without iflue, he muft defcend from rlw ;}woqy’ 2

the next in fucceflion : = And even, if his bed fhould be bleft wit

feemed dangerous to expedt, ‘..tulm‘ 1\1r*ty in his ch JL ren would prevail ov er (he

ambition of obtaining prefent pofieflion of regal power. An a& of Parliar ment,

indeed, might be eafily },l,cmed to fettle the crown on him during his life, but
,

Henry knew how much fuperior the claim of fuccefiion by blood was to the votes
of an affembly *, which had always becn everborne by violence in the fhock of
contending titles, and which had ever been more governed by the cajunétures of

LiC

the times, than by any confiderations derived fxom reafon or public intereft.

TruerE was yet a third foundation, on which He enry might reft his claim, the
right of conqueft victory over Richard, the prefent pe r of the crown,

1= i KE Xz B i Yol
I'himielt was deemed no better than an ufy

.04 o I
whicn fought

W
t him, confifted chiefly of J‘.ﬂg?ih)thth; and a1
be Kl

n B = ¥ = -
queft over England could never eltablithed by fuch a victory

give greater umbrage to the nation. than a claim of

would ¢

\ this 3 which
might be con ed as an abolition of eir rights and privileces, and the effa.
bmn.. ent of (i'klfTLf:()fIT‘ authority in the Nor-
man, tno at thehead of a powert N T e
, bhad at

P 1 1 }:
fi ne invidious title of full efta-

1

his au:hsrlty that he had

‘u uctive a pretenfion.

alill (GC-

‘. 7 Yantr 1 rhaes thee k }
Bur Henry knew, that there was another ! ewhae
€
refembling the right d .
2
XL\-.I'ULJ L\‘\ V ,UL‘ ] Te |

ampie of ifczzz‘y’ the fourtii 3 who, fup-

of the throne.”

, L @ - A¥ A & - o3 B 3 .13
orted by no bet many 1ifurreCtions, and had ar laft
D 2 b 1
i .
Bacon in Kennet's compleat Hiftory, v §79. } Bacon, p.c¢

(eo)

Chap. L.
1485,
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Chap. I been able to tranfmit the crown peaceably to his pofterity. He was fenfible, that
1485.  this title, which had been perpetuated thro’ three fucceflions of the family of
Lancafter, might ftill have fubfifted, notwithftanding the preferable claim of the
houfe of York; had not the fcepter devolved into the hands of Henry the fixth,
which were too feeble to fuftain it. Inftructed by thefe recent experiences, Hen-
ry was determined to put himfelf in prefent poffeffion of regal authority and to
fhow all oppofers, that nothing but force of arms and a fuccefsful war would be
able to expel him, His claim as heir to the houfe of Lancafter he was refolved to
advance ; and never allow it to be difcuffed : And he hoped that this title, fa-
voured by the partizans of that family, and fecorded by prefent power, would
fecure him a perpetual and an independant authority.
Tarse views of Henry are not expofed to much blame; becaufe founded on
good policy, and even on a fpecies of neceflity: But there entercd into all t's
meafures and councils another motive, which admits not of the fame apology.
King’s preju- 1 he violent contentions, which, during fo long a period, had been maintained
:Eielguqflengf between the rival families of York and Lancafter, and the many fanguinary re-
Vork venges which they had mutually exercifed on each other, had inflamed the oppo-
fite factions into a high pitch of animofity.  Henry himfelf, who had feen moft of
his near friends and. relations perifh in the field or on the fcaffold, and who had
been expofed-in his own perfon to many hardfhips and dangers, had imbibed a
violent antipathy to the York party, which no time nor experience were ever able
to efface.. Inftead of embracing the prefent happy opportunity of abolifhing thefe
fatal diftin@ions, of uniting his title with that of his fpoufe, and of beftowing
favour indifferently on the friends of both families ; he carried into the throne all
the partialities which belong. to the head of a fation, and even the paffions,
which are carefully guarded againft by every true politician in that fituation.
To exalt the Lancaftrian party, to deprefs the retainers of the houfe of York,
were ftill the favourite obje€ts of his purfuit; and thro’ the whole courle of his
reign, he never forgot thefe early prepofieflions. Incapable from his natural
temper of a more enlarged and more benevolent fyftem of policy, he expofed
himfelf to many prefent inconveniencies, by too anxioufly guarding againft that
future poffible event, which might disjoin his title from that of the princefs,
whom he efpoufed. And while he treated the Yorkifts as enemies, he foon ren-
dered them fuch, and taught them to difcufs that right to the crown, which he
fo carefully kept feparate ; and to perceive its weaknefs and invalidity.
i To thefe paffions of Henry, as well as to his fufpicious politics, we are to
afcribe the meafure, which he embraced two days after the battle of Bofworth,
Edward Plantagenct, earl of Warwic, fon to the unfortunate duke of Clarence,
was detained in a fpecies of confinement at Sherif-Hutton in Yorkfhire by the

jealoufy
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jealoufy of his uncle, Richard; whofe title to the throne was inferior to that of
the young prince. Warwic had now reafon to expect better treatment, as he was
no obftacle to the fucceffion either of Henry or El zabeth ; and from a i‘nv of
fuch tender years no danger could reafonably be apprehended. But Sir Robert
Willoughby was difpatcl wd by Henry with orders to take him from Shcrlr—nut-
ton, to convey him to the Tower, and to retain him in clofe cuftody *. The
fame meflenger carried directions, that the princefs Eiizabeth, who had been
confined to the fame place, fhould be conducted to London, in order to meet
Henry, and there celebrate her efpouals.

Hexnry himfelf fet out for the capital, and advanced by flow journies. Not
to roufe the ica"'wfy of the people, he took care to avoid all Jppulaﬂ ce of mili-
tary triumph ;- and fo to uirmn the infolence of vitory y, that every thing about
him bore the appearance of ‘an eftablithed monarch, maki g a peaceable pro-
grefs thro’ his dominions, rather than of a prince who had opened a way to
the throne by force of arms. The acclamations of the people were every where . .
loud, and no lefs fincere and hearty. Befides the favour, naturally attending a c
young and fvictorious prince on his acceflion, the nation promifed themfelves !

great felicity from the new fcene, which opened before them. During the courfe
of near a whole century the kingdom had been laid wafte by domeftic wars and
convulfions ; and if at any time the noife of arms had cealed, the found of faction
and difcontent {till threatened new diforders. Henry, by his marriage with Eli-
zabeth, feemed to enfure an union of the contending titles of their families; and

1 over a hated tyrant, who had anew disjointed the fucceflion even

having prevaile

of the houfe of York, and filled his own family with blood, an unfeigned favour
was obferved every where to attend him. Numerous and fplendid troops of
gentry and nobility accompanied his progrefs. The mayor and companies of
London received him as he approached the city.: The crouds of people and
citizens were zealous in their expreffions of fatisfaction.  But Henry, amidft
thefe general effufions of joy, difcovered ftill the- ftatelinefs and referve of his
temper, which made him fcorn to court popularity : He entered London in a
clofe chariot, and gratified not the people with thc [1gLr_ of their new monarch.
e went firft to'St. Paul’s church, where he offered up the ftandards, taken in

the field of battle ; and fung orifons for the victory, which he had there obtained.
He uc;f»arte(. thence to illc blﬂ‘op of London’s palace, where lodgings were pre-
pared for him.

Bur Henry did not fo much negle&t the favour of the people, asto delay
giving them afftirance of his marriage with the princefs Elizabeth, which he
knew

* Bacon, p. 579. Polydore Virgil, p. 565
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cnew to be fo pafficnately d

he had artificially drop
and obtain the crown .of England
dutchy ; and the report of this €ng

1
and even in the princefs Elis

begot anxiety in the pe
took care to diffipate tb

council and principal nobility, th

R e &
'L:‘,‘ ;%1\(]"‘.’ to ¢

brate his marriage with Elizabeth. Buttho’ bound by honour, asw ell as interefty

.t this alliance, he was refolved to poitpone it, till the ceremony of his
1

Parliament., Anxious ftill to fu

yort  his p:ﬁ'ribzt;il and hereditary right to the
throne, he dreaded left a precedi

marriage with the princefs fhould imply
participation of fovereignty in her, and raife doubts of his own title by the houle
of Lancafter.

1]

TuerEe raged at that time in London, and other parts of the kingdom, a fpecies
of Malady, unknown to any other

or nation, the Sweating ficknefs, which

occafioned a fudden death to great multitudes 3 tho’ it was not propagated by any

contagious infe&ion, but arofe from the general difpofition of the air and of the hu-
man body. In lefs than twenty-four hours the patient commonly died or recovered 3
but when the peftilence had committed ravages for a few weeks, it was obferved,
cither from alterations in the air, or fromya m

e - g " . st I
proper regimen, which was dif=

covered, to be confiderably abated *. - Preparations were then made for the ce-
remony of Henry’s coronation. - In. order to heighten the fplendor of that
appearance, he beltoned the rank of knights banneret on twelve perfons 3 and he
conferred peerages on three. Jafper carl of Pembroke, his uncle, he created duke
of Bedford ; Thomas lord Stanley, his father-in-law, earl of Darby; and Edward
Courteney, earlof Devonbire. At thecoronation likewife there appeared
I ;

oy 3 P, 1 i ( L, ai {3 3 P s -
mﬂ;t.utxon, which the king had eftablifhed for fecurity as well as pomp, a Laticed
of fifty archers, who were denominaied yeomen of the guard. But left the |
ple thould take umbrage at this unufual fymptom of jealoufy inthe prince, 2
implied a perfonal  diffidence of his fubjects, he declared the inftitution to be
pfrpc‘u;ﬂ. The ceremony of coronation was performed by cardinal Beurchier

. - 2 5 i Ad .,
archbifhop of Canterbury.

Tue Parliament being affembled at Wefbaiinfter, the majority immediately

appeared to be devoted partizans of Henry ; all perfons of another difpofition
Cthe 11poilition,
gither declining to ftand. in thele dangerous tumes, Of being obliged to diffen

their principles and inclinations. The Lancaftrian party had every wher

L, p.567-
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he

vhich was his birth- right.

arliament fo obfequious as the prefent, the King could not fail to
obtain w l‘CtCVd act of fettlement he was pleafe req { only to
have entertained fome doubts within himf: : i his pre-
-“ﬁo" In lu(; firft addrefs to the Pa r’mmcn title by he
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) lnm victory over Iiis enemies in the
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properties and p

Im entail of the crown was drawn, according to the fenfe of the Kino g, and En
probably in the words, dictated by himfelf :

1
Pl'\ncms L;“zl.b\_‘hh, nor any bv"'f“"'l of the famil
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the aét was compofed with fufficient referve anc
that it fhould contain a declaration or recognition of hi
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the other hand, he avoided the appearance of 2 new law or ordinance. He chofe
2 middle courfe, which, as is com monly unavoidable in fuch cafes, was not en-

tirely free

ainty and obfcurity. It was voted, ¢ That the inheri-

¢t gance of the crown thould reft, remain, and abide in the King *

.>> but whe-
or only as prefent pofleflor, was not determined. In like

, was contented that the fucceffion fhould be fecured to the heirs
£ hic body » but he pretended not in cafe of their failure, to exclude the houfe
Ol D V) x > >

f York, or give the preference to that of Lancafter: He left that great point

ambicuocus for the prefent ; and trufted, that, if ever its determination fhould
fy s

become requilite, future incidents would open the way for the decifion.

Bur after all thefe precautions, the King was fo little fatisfied with his own
title to the crown, that, in the following year, he applied to Rome for a con-
Grmation of it 3 and as that court oladly laid hold of all opportunities, which

' 5 OF

et SR, WSS
the impruaence,

neceflities of princes afford it to extend its autho-

ent the eighth, the reigning pope, readily granted a bull, in whatever

rity, Inno

terms the

C
!

{ino was pleafed to defire. All Henry’s titles, by fucceffion marriage

o J 2 2 52

sarliamentary choice, even cong ueft. are there enumerated ; and to the whole
b 2

the fan&ion of religion is added; excommunication is denounced again{‘c every

one who fhould either difturb him in  the prefent pofleflion, or the heirs of his

body in their fu

are fucceffion to the crown ; and from this penalty, no criminal,
except in the article of death, can be abfolved but by the pope himfelf, or his
fpecial commifiioners. It is difficult to imagine, that the fecurity derived from
this bull, could be a compenfation for the defe@ which it betrayed in Henry’s
tide, and to the danger of thus inviting the pope to interpofe in thefe concerns.
It was natural;, and even laudable in Henry to reverfe the attainders, which
had pafied againft the partizans of the houfe of Lancafter : But the revenges,:
which he exercifed againtt the retaisers of the York family, to which he was fo

foon to be allied, cannot be confidered in the fame light. Yet the Pailiament,
at his inftigation, paffed an act of attainder againft the late King him{elf,
;1%‘&11‘;& the duke of Norfolk, the earl of Surrey, vilcount Lovel, the ¢

Zouche and’ Ferrars of Chartley, Sir Walter and Sir James H
William Berkeley, Sir Humphrey Stafford, Catefby,

rington, oir
. et R 5 v 1
and about twenty Other

gentlemen, who had fought on Richard’s fide in the battle of B fworth. How
men could be guilty of treafon, by fupporting the King in poflel
earl of Richmond, who affumed not the title of King, it was

ng, 1L was

mine, and nothing but a fervile complaifance in the Parliament could have

L1iC

gagcd them to make this ftretch of juftice. Nor wa:

. » 11 L -
e G § e R & Vare ¢
1t 2 imall moruiicaiicn o

# BRarot ~Q
Bacon, p. §ol.
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the people in general, to find, that the King, prompted either by avarice or re- Cha;sa.‘ I.
fentment, could, in the very beginning of his reign, fo far violate the cordial  '4°3
union, which had been previoufly concerted between the parties, and to the ex-
pectation of which he had plainly owed his acceffion to the throne.

Tue King, having gained fo many points of confequence from his Parliament,
thought it not expedient to demand any fupply from them, which the profound
peace enjoyed by the nation, and the late forfeitures of Richard’sadherents, feemed
to render fomewhat fuperfluous. The Parliament, however, conferred on him soth of THes
during life the duty of tonnage and poundage, which had been enjoyed in the cember.
fame manner by fome of his immediate predeceflors; and they added, before
they broke up, other lucrative bills of no great moment. The King, on his
part, made fome returns of grace and favour to his people. He publifhed his
royal proclamation, offering pardon to all fuch as had taken arms, or formed any
attempts againft him ; provided they fubmitted themfelves to mercy by a certain
day, and took the ufual oath of fealty and allegiance. Upon this proclamation
many came out of their fanctuaries, and the minds of men were every where much
quieted. Henry chofe to take wholly to himfelf the merit of an a& of grace, fo
agreeable to the nation ; rather than communicate it with the Parliament, (as was
his firft intention) by pafling a bill to that purpofe. The earl of Surrey, how-
ever, tho’ he had fubmitted, and delivered himfelf into the King’s hands, was
fent prifoner to the tower.

JURING this parliament, the King alfo beftowed favours and honours on fome
particular perfons, who were attached to him. Edward Stafford, eideft fon to the
duke of Buckingham, forfeited in the late reign, was reftored to all the |
of his family, as well as to all its fortune, which was very ample. This genero-
fity, fo unufual in Henry, was the effe@ of his gratitude to the memory of
Buckingham, who had firlt concerted the plan of his fucceffion to the crown,
and who by his own ruin had made way for that great event. Chandos of Bri-
tanny was created earl of Bath, Sir Giles Daubeny lord Daubeny, and Sir Robert

Willoughby lord Broke. Thefe were all the titles of nobility, conferred by the
King *.

10n0uUrs

BuT the minifters, whom the King moft trufted and favoured, were not chofen
from among the nobility, or even from among the laity. John Morton, and
Richard Fox, two clergymen, perfons of induftry, vigilance, and capacity, were
the men to whom he moft confided his affairs and fecret councils, They had
fhared with him all his former dangers and diftreffes; and he now forgot not to
make them participate in his good fortune. They were both called to the privy

C council ;

* Polydore Virgil, p. 566.
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Chap. I council 5 and Morton was created bifhop of Ely, Fox of Exeter. ‘The former
14%5«  foon after, upon the death of Pourchier, was raifed to the fee- of Canterbury.
The latter was made lord privy feal; and fucceffively, bifhop of Bath and Wells,
Durham, and Winchefter. For Henry, as lord Bacon obferves, loved to employ

and advance prelates, becaufe, having rich bifhoprics to beftow, it was ealy for

him to reward their fervices : And it was his maxim to raife them by flow fteps,

and make them firft pafs thro’ the inferior bifhoprics *. He probably expeéted,

that as they were naturally more dependant on him than the nobility, who, dur-

ing that age, enjoyed poffeflions and jurifdictions dangerous to royal authority ;

fo the profpeét of fome farther elevation would render them ftill moreactive in his
fervice, and more obfequious to his commands.

Iv prefenting the bill of tonnage and poundage, the Parliament, anxious to
: preferve the true and undifputed fucceflion to the crown, had petitioned Henry,
2 with demonftrations of the greateft earneftnefs, to efpoufe the princefs Elizabeth
but they covered their real reafon under the dutiful pretence of their defire to have
: heirs of his body. He now thought in carneft of fatisfying the minds of his peo-
:I”S mar- ple in that particular.  His marriage was celebrated at London ; and that with
o greater appearance of univerfal joy, than either his firft entry or his coronation.
Henry remarked with much difpleafure this general favour which was borne the
houfe of York. The fufpicions, which arofe from it, not only difturbed his
tranquillity during his whole reign ; but bred difguft towards his {poufe herfelf,
and poyfoned all his domeftic enjoyments. 'Tho’ virtuous, amiable, and obie-
quious to the laft degree, fhe never met with a proper return of affection, or even
of complaifance from her hufband ; and the malignant ideas of faction ftill, in
his fullen mind, prevailed over all the fentiments of conjugal tendernefs.

Tue King had been carried along with fuch a tide of fuccefs ever fince his ar-
rival in England, that he thought nothing could withftand the fortune, and au-
thority which attended him. He now refolved to make a progrefs into the
North, where the friends of the houfe of York, and even the partizans of Richard
were moft numerous; in hopes of curing, by his prefence and converfation, the
prejudices of the malecontents. When he arrived at Nottingham, he heard that
vifcount Lovel, with Sir Humphry Seafford and Thomas, his brother, had
withdrawn themfelves fecretly from their fanCtuary at Colchefter : But this news
appeared not to him of fuch importance as to ftop his journey ; and he proceeded

Aninfurrec. forward to York. He there heard, that the Staffords had levied an army in the
tion. county

* Bacon, p. c8z. Bacon adds, that the King’s reafon for thefe gradual promotions, was in order
to enjoy the more fielk fruis; not refleéting that thefe belonged not to the crown, till after the
reformation.
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county of Worcefter, and were approaching to befiege that city : And that Lovel, Chap. L.

1480.

at the l;eld of an army of three or four thouf ..n.d men, was marching to attack

o

him in York. Henry was not difmayed with this intelligence. = His allive cou-
rage, full of refources, immediately prompted him to find the proper remedy.
Tho’ he knew himfelf to be furrounded with enemies in thefe difaffected counties,
he affembled a fmall body of troops, in whom he could confide ; and he put them
under the command of the duke of Bedford. He joined to them all his own at-
tendants 3 but he found that this hafty armament was more formidable by their {pirit
and their zealous attachment to him, than by the arms or military ftores of whicl
they were provided. He therefore gave Bidford orders not to approach the
enemy; but previoufly to try every proper expedient to diffipate them. Bedford
publifhed a general promife of pardon to the rebels, which had a greater effect on
their leader than on his followers. Lovel, who had undertaken an enterprize,
that exceeded his courage and capacity, was fo terrified: with the fears of defertion
among his troops, that he fuddtnly withdrew himfelf, and, after lurking fome
time in Lancafhire, he made his efcape into Flanders, where he was plotcctcd by

th dutchefs of Burgundy. His army fubmitted to the King’s clemency ; and the
~ other infurgents, hearing of this fuccefs, raifed the fiege of Worcefter, and dif-
perfed themfelves. The Staffords took fanctuary in the church of Colnham, avil-
lage near Abingdon ; but as it was found, that that church had not the privilege
of giving protection to rebels, they were taken thence: The eldeft Stafford was

executed at Tyburn ; the younger, pleading that he was mifled by his brother,
obtained his pardon *

HEenr¥’s joy for this fuccels was followed, fome time after, with the
a princc, to whom he gave the name of Arthur, in memory of the
Britith King of that name, from whom, it was pretended, the family of T
derived their defcent.

Tro’ Henry had been able to diffipate that hafty rebellion, which was raifed
by the relifts of Richard’s pariizans, his government was become in general very
unpopular : - The fource of the public difcontent arofe chiefly from his preju-

dice againft the houfe of York, which was wuniverfally beloved by the nation,

and which, for that very 1€a"o~, became every day more the objet of his hatred
y. Not only a preference on all occafiovs, it was obferved, was given
to the Lancaftrians ; but many of the oppofite party had been expofed to great
' 1 had been bereaved of their fortunes by aéts of atta inder. A general
refumption likewife had pafled of all grants made by the princes of the houfe of
Yorks and tho’ this rigour had been covered under the pretence, that the revenue
G2
® P

Polydore Virgil, p. 569.
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Chap. I was become infufficient to fupport the crown, and tho” the hibefalities, during the
31480, ]

latter years of Henry the fixth, were refumed by the fame law, yet the York-
patty, as they were the principal fufferers by the refumption, thought it chiefly
levelled againft them. The feverity, exercifed againft the earl of Warwic, begot
compaflion towards youth and innocence, expofed to fuch opprcﬁion; and his
confinement in the tower, the very place where Edward’s children had been mur-
dered by their uncle; made the public expect a like cataftrophe for him, and led
them to make a comparifon between Henry and that detefted tyrant. And when
:t was remarked, that the queen herfelf met with harfh treatment, and even after
the birth of a fon, wasnot admitted to the honour of a public coronation, Henry’s
prepofieflions were then concluded to be abfolutely incurable, and men became |
i equally obftinate in their difguft againft his government. Nor was the manner
and addrefs of the King calculated to cure thefe prejudices contrated againft his
adminifiration s but had, in every thing, a tendency to promote fear, or at beft
reverence, rather than good will and affection *. And while the high idea, en=
tertained of his policy and vigour, retained the nobility and men of characterin
obedience ; the efects of his unpopular government: foon appeared in the public,

I by incidents of a very extraordinary nature.
Tuere lived in Oxford, one Richard Simon, a prieft, who pofleffed fome
fubtlety, and ftill more boldnefs and temerity. This man had entertained the
defign of difturbing Henry’s government, by raifing up a pretender to his crown s.
3 Tambert Sim- afid for that purpofe, he caft his eyes on Lambert Simnel, a youih of filteen
¢ nel, years of age, who. was fon of a baker, and who, being endowed with under-
ftanding above his years, and addrefs above his condition, feemed well fitted to
perfonate a prince of royal extraétion. A report had been {pread among the peo-
ple, and received with great avidity, that Richard, duke of York, fecend fon to
‘ Fdward the fourth, had, by a fecret efcape, faved himfelf from his uncle’s cruelty,
i and lay fomewhere concealed in England. Simon, t.king advantage of this
rumour, had at firft infiruted his pupil to affume that name, which he found to
‘ be fo fondly cherifhed by the public: But hearing afterwards a new report, that
Warwic had made his efcape from the tower, and obferving that this news was
attended with no lefs general fatisfaction, he changed the plan of his impofture,
and made Simnel perfonate that unfortuna:e prince .  Tho’ the youth was qua-
lified by nature for the part which he was inftructed to aft; yet was it remarked,
i that he was better informed in circumftances relating to the royal family, and par-
ticularly in the adventures of the earl of Warwic, than he could be fuppofed to
have learned from one of Simon’s condition : And it was thence conjetured, that

perfons

* Bacon, p. 5%3. ¢ Polydore Virgil, p. 569, 570
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perlons of higher rank, partizans of the houfe of York, had laid the plan of this Cha 4 L
confpiracy, and had conveyed proper inftructions to the actors. The queen dow-
ager herfelf was expofed to great fufpicio'\ ; and it was indeed the general opinion,
huwe\ er unlikely it might feem, that fhe had fecretly given her confent to this
impofture.  This woman.was of a very reftlefs difpofition. That charater of
ambiton and intrigue, which fhe had betrayed durmo the reign of her hufband,
had not abandoned her during the ufurpation of Richard ; and in her clofet was
firft laid the plan of that great confederacy, which overturned the throne of the ty-
rant, and raifed the earl of Richmond to royal dignity. Finding, that, inftead
of receiving the reward of thefe fervices, fhe herfelf was fallen to abfolute infig-
nificance, her d:ughter treated with feverity, and a'l her friends brought urder fub-
j:’.f‘:icn, the had comewad the moft violent animofity againt Henry, and had re-
folved to make him feel the effelts of her refentment. The impoftor, fhe knew,
however fuccef ful, it would be eafy at laft to fet afide; and if a way could be
found at his rifque to fubvert the King’s government, the boped that a fcene would
be opened, which, tho’ difficult at prefent exactly to forefee, would gratify her
revenge, and be on the whole lefs irkfome to her than that flavery and contempt,
to which fthe was reduced *,

But whatever care Simon might take to convey inftrution to his pupil, Simnel,
he knew, that the impofture would not bear a clcfe infpeftion 3 and he was there-
fore determined to open the firft public fcene of it in Ireland. That ifland, which
was zealoufly attached to the houfe of York, and bore an affeCtionate regard to
the memory of Clarence, Warwic’s father, who had been their lieutenant, was
improvidently allowed b/ Henry to remain in the fame condition, in wl

found it ; and all the councellors and officers, who had been appointed by h:s pre
deceflor, ftill retained their authority. No fooner did Simrel prefent himfelf to
Thomas Fitzgerald, earl of Kildare, the deputy, and claim his prote@ion, as the
unfortunate Warwic, than that credulous nobleman, not fufpeéting fo bold :

fiftion, lent attention to him, and began to confult fome perfons of rank. with

-

regard to this extracidinzry incident. Thele he found even more fanguine in their

zeal and belief than himfelf: And in proportion as the ftory diffufed itfelf among

thofe of lower conditicn, it became the objeét of ftill higher paflion and credulity ;

till the people in Dublin with one confent tendered their allegiance to Simnel as to

the true Plantagenet, Fond of a novelty, which flattered their natural pi open-

fion, they overlooked the dn.uﬂ hters of Edward the fourth, who ftood before Warwic ,

in the order of Succeffion ; they payed.the pretended prince attendance as their 'r ;‘;im -
fovereign, lodg ged himin the caftle of Dublin, crowned him wich a diadem taken
from a Pdtue of the virgin, and publicly proclaimed him King, under the ap-

7 pe ellation

* Palydore Virgil, p..570.
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1

pellation of Edward the fixth. 'The who
capital; and not a {word was any where drawn in Fenry’s quarrel.

Al

and followed the exampie oI the

lioence was conveyed to Henry, it reduced him to fome per=

= 2

WaenN this inte
plexity. Determined dlways to face his enemies in perfon, he yet fcrupled at pre-

fent to leave England, where
where. he knew, many perfons of condition, and the prople in oeneral were much
9 s 4 2 I e

e fufpected the confpiracy was Grit framed, and
c 1

b

difpofed to lend it countenance. In order to difcover the fecret fource of the con-

trivance, and take meafures againft this open revolt, he held frequent confulta-
cions with his ‘minifters and counfellors, and laid plans for a vigorous defence of
his authority, and the fuppreffion of his enemies.

O
Tut firlt event, which followed thefe deliberations, gave great furprize to the
ublic : Tt was the feizure of the queen dowager the forfeiture of all her lands
P ] ger,

and revenue, and the clofe confinement of her { erfon to the nunnery of Bermon-

defey.  So arbitrary and violent an aé of authority was covered with a very thin
pretence. It was alledged, that, notwithftanding the fecret agreement to marry
her daughter to Henry, fhe had yet yiclded to the follicitations and menaces of
Richard, and delivered that princefs and her fitters into the hands of the tyrant.

e

This crime, which was now become obfolete, and might admit of many allevia-

+
L
1
[

tions, was therefore fufpected nogto be the real caufe of the feverity, with which
{he was treated ; and men believed, that the King, unwilling to accufe {o near a
relation of a confpiracy againft him, had cloaked his vengeance or precaution
under the pretext of an offence, known to the whole world #.  They were after-
wards the more confirmed in this fufpicion, when they found, that the unfortunate
queen, tho’ fhe furvived this difgrace feveral years, was never treated with any
more lenity, but was allowed toend her life in poverty, folitade, and confinement.
This woman had been raifed to the throne from a very private {tation ; poifefled
great authority during her hufband’s life-time; fell afterwards into the deepeft
diftrefs ; faw the murder of all her male children; had again th: fatisfaltion of

contributing to the exaltation of her daughter; an event which immediately in-
volved her in vexation, and foon after in miflery : And on the whole, fhe furnifhes
ample materials for refle@tions on the inftability of fortune; refleCtions, which

hiftory, asit relates the adventures of the great, does more frequently fug

-0y
oo

D

€l

o

than even the incidents of common life.

Tuz next meafure of the King was of a lefs exceptionable nature. He order
that Warwic fhould be taken from the Tower, be led in procefiion through th
ftreets of London, be condutted to St. Paul’s, and there expofed to the eyes of

y

d

(o]

Bacon, p. 583. Polydore Virgil, p. 571,
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the whole people. He even gave directions, that fome perfons of con
]

to the houfe of York, and were beft acquainted with the 1
of this prince, fhould approach him and converfe with him: And he trufted,
that théﬂ-‘, being convinced of the abfurd impotture of Simnel, would put a ftop
to the credulity of the people. The expedient had its effe@ in England : But in
Ireland the people ftill perfifted in their revolt, ind zealoufly retorted on the King
the reproach of propagating an impofture, and of having fhown a counterfeit
Warwic to the people.

Henry had foon reafon to apprehend, that the defign againft him was not
E - ad
¢

laid on fuch flight foundations as the abfurdity of

the contrivance feemed to pro-
mife. John ear]l of Lincoln, fon of John de la Pole, duke of Suffolk, and of
Elizabeth, eldeft fifter to Edward the fourth, was engaged to take part in the
confpiracy.  This nobleman, who poffeft capacity and courage, had entertained
very afpiring views ; and his ambition was encourzged by the known intentions of his
uncle, Riehard, who had formed a defign, in cafe himfelf fhould die without
iffue, of declaring Lincoln fucceffor to the crovn. The King’s jealoufy againft
all eminent perfons of the York-party, and his tigour towards Warwic, had far-
ther {truck Lincoln with apprehenfions, and made him refolve to feek for fafety
in the moft dangerous councils. laving fixed a fecret correfpondence with fir
Thomas Broughton, a man of great intereft in Lancathire, he fet out for Flan-
ders, where Lovel had arrived a little before him; and he joined the court of his
aunt, the dutchefs of Burgundy, by whom he hid been invited over.
MARGARET

widow of Charles the bold, duke of Burgundy, having born no
children to her

wiband, attached herfelf with an entire fri: 1dfhip to her daughter-
in-law, married to Maximilian, archduke of Avftriay and after the death of that
princefs, the perfevered in her affection to Philip and Margaret, her children,
and occupied herfelf in their education and in the care of their perfons. By her
virtuous conduct and demeanour, fhe had acquired great authority among the
Flemings;

A O
o

5
1
i

and lived with much dignity, as well as ceconomy, upon that ample
hich the inherited from her hufband., The refentments of this princefs
were no lefs warm than her friendfhips; and tha fpirit of facion, which it is

difficult f
£

2
B¢
i
i

dowry, w

pof-
!

or a foci:] and fanguine temper to guard againft, had taken ftrong

feflion of her heart, and entrenched fomewhat on the probity, which fhone forth
in other parts of her chara®er

1

. Hearing of the xmlign:mtj(—?a}ou!'y, entertained
by Henry againft her family, and his oppreffion of all its partizans; fhe was
moved with the higheft indignation, and determined to mal

ke him repent of that
enmity, which he feemed fo wantonly to court, After confulting with Lincoln

and
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[ (] 1 Nane in vt 1e
and Liovel, flic'hired a body of two choufand veteran Germans, under the coni

: 1 : - i o 12N
mand of Martin Swart, a brave and expc;‘xcnccd officer *; and fent them over,

-
-
v
)

together with fe two noblemen, to join Simnel in Ireland. The countenance,
¥ “fuch high condition, and the accefiion of this military force,
e of the Irith, and made them entertain the refolution
where they believed the fpirit of difaffe&tion to prevail as

 anpeared to do in Ireland.  The poverty alfo, under which they
.de it impofible for them to maintain any longer their new court and

given by perions
raifed extremel

of invading !

Y

sired them with a ftrong defire ot enriching themfelves by p'under
erment in England.

ENRY Was not ignorant of thefe intentions of his enemies and he prepared

himfelf for refiftance; He ordered trooj

« to be muftered in different parts of the
kingdom, and put them under the command of the duke of Bedford, and the

ear] of Oxford. He confined from jealoufy the marquis of Derfct, who was

brother to the queen regent and who, he fufpected, w ould revenge the injuries

e = (5 LWio Giler
{uffer.d by his fiffer. - Anc

i

1to allure the people by an appecaran.c of devotion, he
£ I >
made a pilgrimage to our lad; of Walfingham, famous for miracles ; and there

offered up prayers for fuccels and for deliverance from his encmies,

Brinc informed that Simnel and his forces were landed at Foudrey in Lanca-

g 1s them as far as Co-
wventry. 1 he rebels had entertained hopes, that the difaffe€ted counties-in the
y !
North would rife in their favour : - But the people, averie to join Irith and German
P :

invaders, convinced of Lambert’s impefture, aod kept in awe by the King’s re-

thire, he drew ether his own troops, and advanced towar

putation for fuccefs and condut, either remained in tranquillity, or gave all
aMiftance to the royal army. The earl of Lincoln, therefore, who commanded
the rebels, finding no hopes but in fpeedy victory, was detern ined to bring the
matter to a decifion ; and the King, fupported Ly the native courage of his tem-
per, and emboldened by a great acceflion of volunteers, w hich had joined him,

&ih of June. -under the earl of Shrewfbury and lord Strange, declined not the combat. The

'*('E: of  oppofite armies met at Stoke in the county of Nottingham, and fought a battle,

gy which was more bloody and more sbitinately difputed than could have been ex-

pected from the inequality of their force. All the leaders of the rebels were re-

folved to conquer or to die, and they infpired their troops with a like refolution.

i The Germans alfo, being veteran and experienced foldicrs, kept the victory long
il doubtful; and even the Irifh, tho” ill-armed and almoft defencelefs, fhowed

themfelves not defeive in fpirit and bravery. The King’s viGtory was purchafed
with

* Polydore Virgil, p. 572> 573
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with lofs, but was entirely decifive. Lincoln, Broughton and Swart perithed in
the field of battle, with four thoufand of their troops. Lovel, never having been
heard of more, was believed to have undergone the fame fate. Simnel with his
tutor, Simon, was taken prifoner. Simon, being a prieft, was not tried at law, and
was only committed to clofe cuftody : Simnel was too contemptible either to ex-
cite apprehenfion or refentment in Henry. He was pardoned, and made a fcullion
in the King’s kitchen; whence he was afterwards advanced to the rank of a
falconer *.

Henry had now leifure to revenge himfelf of his enemies. He took a pro-
grefs into the northern parts, where he made the people fully fenfible of the
rigours of his juftice. A ftrict inquiry was made after thofe who had afiifted or
favoured the rebels. The punifhments were not all fanguinary.  The King made
his revenge fubfervient to his avarice. . Heavy fines were levied from the.delin-
quents. In giving fentence, the proceedings of the courts, and even the courts
themfelves, were entirely arbitrary.  Either the criminals were tried by commif-
fioners appointed for that purpofe, or they fuffered punifhment by fentence of a
court martial. - And as a rumour had prevailed before the battle of Stoke, thac
the rebels had gained the victory, that the King’s army was cut in pieces, and
that the King himfelf had efcaped by flight, Henry was refolved to interpret the
belief or propagation of this repert as a mark of difaffeétion ; and he punifhed
many for that pretended crime. But fuch, in this age, was the fituation of the
Englith government, that the royal prerogative, which was but lictle reftrained
during the moft peaceable periods, was fure, in tumultuous, or even {ufpicious
times, which frequently occurred, to break all bounds of law and order.

ArrEr the King had fatisfied his rigour by the punithment of his enemies, he
refolved to give contentment to the people, in a point, which, tho’ a mere cere-
mony, was very paffionately defired by them. The Queen had been married
near two years, but had not yet been crowned; and this affectation. of delay
had given great difcontent to the public, and had been one principal fource of the
difaffection which prevailed. The King, inftruéted by experience, now finifhed
the ceremony of her coronation ; and to thew a ftill more gracious difpofition, he

gave liberty to her uncle, the marquifs of Dorfet, who had been able to clear
bimfelf of all the crimes of which he was accufed.

* Bacon, p. 586, Pol. Virg. p. 574.
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State of foreign affairs——>State of Scotland———of Spain——of the Low
Countries——of France—of Britanny——DFrench invafion of Bri-
tanny.——French embafly to England.———Diffimulation of the French
GCourt.m——dn infurreétion in the North—— uppreffed.
fends forces into Britanny. Annexation of Britanny to France.

A Parliament. War with France. Invafion of France.

Peace with France. Perkin Warbec. His impofture:

e is avowed by the dutchefs of Burgundy and by many of

King

| the Englifo nobility. Trial and execution of Stanley. A Par=
2 Jiament.
7488. HE King acquired great reputation throughout all Europe by the profpe-

State of fo- rous and vigorous conduét of his dometftic affairs 3 and as fome incidents,

seignaffairs. 50t this time, invited him to look abroad, and exert himfelf in behalf of his
allies, it will be neceflary, in order to give a juft account of his foreign
meafures, to explain the condition of the neighbouring kingdoms; beginning
with Scotland, which lies moft contiguous.

State of Scot-  THE kingdom of Scotland had not as yet attained that ftate, which diftin-

land, guifhes a civilized monarchy, and which enables the government, by the force of
its laws and inftitutions alone, without any extraordinary capacity in the {ove-
reign, to maintain itfelf in order and tranquillity. - James the third, who now
filled the throne, wasa man of little induftry and of a narrow genius ; and tho’ it
behoved him to yield the reins of government to his minifters, he had never been
able to make any choice, which could give contentment both to himfclf and to
his people. 'When he beftowed his confidence on any of the principal nobility,
he found, that they exalted their own family to fuch a height, as was dangerous
to the prince, and gave umbrage to the ftate: When he conferred favour on any
perfon of meaner birth, on whofe fubmiffion he could more depend, the barons of

it his kingdom, enraged at the power of an upftart minion, proceeded to the utmoft

' 8

extremities
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extremities againft their fovereign. Had Henry entertained the ambition of con- Chap. I1.
quefts, a tempting opportunity now offered of reducing that kingdom to fub;
tion 5 but as he was probably fenfible, that a warlike people, tho’ they might
over-run by reafon of their domeftic divifions, could not be retained in obedienc
vithout a regular military force, which was then unknown in England, he rather
propofed the renewal of the peace with Scotland, and fent an embafly to James
for that purpofe. But the Scotch, who never defired a long peace with England,
and who thought that their fecurity confifted in preferving themfelves conftantly
in a warlike pofture, would not agree to more than a feven years truce, which
was accordingly concluded *,

TuEe European ftates on the continent were then haftening faft to that fitua-
tion, in which they have remained, without any material alterations, for near
three centuries ; and began to unite themfelves into one extenfive fyftem of policy,
which comprehended the chief powers of Chriftendom. Spain, which had hi- §eateof Spain,
therto been almoft entirely occupied within herfelf, now became formidable by A
the union of Arragonand Caftile, in the perfons of Ferdinand and Ifabella, who,
being princes of great capacity, employed their force in enterprizes the moft ad-
vantageous to their combined monarchy.. The conqueft of Granada over the
Moors was then undertaken, and brought near to a happy conclufion. And in
that expedition the military genius of Spain was revived; honour and fecurity
were attained ; and her princes, no longer held in fear by a domettic enemy fo
dangerous, began to enter into all the tranfa&ions of Europe, and make a great
figure in every war and negotiation.

1ec-

MaximiLian, King of the Romans, fon to the emperor Frederic, had, by Of the Low
his marriage with the heirefs of the houfe of Burgundy, acquired an intereft in Countries.
the low country provinces; and tho’ the death of his fpoufe had weakened his
connexion with that territory, he ftill pretended to the government as tutor to his
fon Philip, and his authority had been acknowledged by Brabant, Holland, and
feveral of the provinces. But as Flanders and Hainault i}l refufed to fubmit to
his regency, and even appointed other tutors to Philip, he had been engaged in
long wars againft thofe obftinate people, and never was able thoroughly to fubdue
their fpirit. - That he might free himfelf from the oppofition of France, he had
concluded a peace with Lewis the eleventh, and had given 'his daughter, Marga-
ret, -then an infant, in marriage to the Dauphin ; together with Artois, Franche-
comté, and Charolois as her dowry. But this alliance had not produced the

defired effet. The dauphin fucceeded to the crown of France under the appel-
D2 lation

Bt 7 o
Polyd. Virg. p. §75.
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lasion of “Charles the eighth; but M.ximilian ftill found the mutinies of the
lemings fomented by the intrigues of the Court of France.

Fraxce, during the two preceding reigns, bad made 2 mighty encreafe in
power and greatnefs ; and had not other ftates of Europe at the fame time received
an acceflion of force, it had been impoffible to have retained her within her an-
sient boundaries. Moft of the great ficfs, Normandy, Champagne, Anjou,
Dauphiny, Guienne, Provence, and Burgundy had been united to the crownsj
the Englith had been expelled from all their conquefts; the authority of the
prince had been raifed to fuch a condition as enabled him to maintain law and or-
der ; a confiderable military force was kept on foot, and the finances were able to
fupport them. Lewis the cleventh indeed, from whom many of thefe advantages
were derived, was dead, and had left his fon, in very early youth and ill educated,
to fuftain the weight of the monarchy : But having entrufted the government to
his daughter, Anne Lady of Beaujeu, a woman of {pirit and capacity, the French
power fuffered no check or decline. On the contrary, this princefs formed the
great projeft, which at laft the happily effected, of uniting to the crown Britanny,
the laft and moft independent fief of the monarchy.

Francis the fecond, duke of Britanny, was a good, but a weak prince, who,
confcious of his own unfitnefs for government, had refigned himfelf entirely to
the direGion of Peter Landais, a man of very mean birth, more remarkable for
his ability than for his virtue or integrity. ‘The nobles of Britanny, difpleafed
with the great advancement of this favourite, had even proceeded to difaffettion
againft their fovereign ; and after many tumults and confpiracies, they at laft
united among themfelves, and in a violent manner, feized, tried, and putto death
the obnoxious minifter, ~Fearing the refentment of the prince for this invafion of
his authority, many of them retired to France; and others, for their protection
and fafety, maintained a correfpondence with that court. The French miniftry,
obferving the great diffentions among the Bretons, thought the opportunity fa-
vourable for invading that dutchy 3 and fo much the more, that they could cover
their ambition under the fpecious pretence of providing for domeftic fecurity.

Lewis, duke of Orleans, firft prince of the blood, and prefumptive heir of the
monarchy, had difputed the adminiftration with the lady of Beaujeu; and tho’ his
pretenfions had been rejected by the ftates, he fill maintained cabals with many
of the grandees, and laid fchemes for fubverting the authority of that princefs.
Finding his fchemes detected, he took arms, and fortified himfelf in Beaugenci
but as his revolt was precipitate, before his confederates were ready to rife with
him, he had been obliged to fubmit, and to receive whatever conditions the French
miniftry were pleafed to impofe upon him, Adcuated however by his ambition,
and even by his fears, he foon retired out of France, and took fhelter with the

3 duke
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fa

of the lady of Beaujeu by the friendfhip and credit of the duke of Orleans. T his
prince alfo, obferving the afcendant which he foon acquired over the duke of Bri-
tanny, had engaged many of his partizans to join him at that court, and had
formed the defign of aggrandizing himfelf by a marriage with Anne, the heirefs
of that opu'ent dutchy.

THe barons of Britanny, who faw all favour engroffed by the duke of Orleans
and his train, renewed a ftricter correfpondence with France, and even invited the
French King to make an invafion on their country. Defirous however to pre-
ferve its independancy, they had regulated the number of fuccours, which France
was to fend, and had flipulated that no fortified place in Britanny fhould remain
in the poficflion of that monarchy. A vain precaution, where revolted fubjeéts

duke of Britanny, who was defirous of ftrengthening himftlf againft the defigns

treat with a power {o much fuperior ! The French invaded Britanny with forces 7
three times more numerous than thofe which they had promifed to the barons; |

Chap. II.
1488.

P 23
i Dli-

and advancing into the heart of the country, laid fiege to Ploermel.  To oppofe

them, the duke raifed a nume:ous, but ill-difciplined army, which he put under
the command of the duke of Orleans, the count of Dunois, and others of the
French nobility. The army, difcontented with this choice, and jealous of their
confederates, foon difbanded, and left their prince with too fmall a force to ke p
the field againft his invaders. He retired to Vannes ; but being hotly purfued by
the French, who had made themfelves mafters of Ploermel, he efcaped to Nantz ;

and the enemy, having taken and garrifoned Vannes, Dinant, and other places,
laid clofe fiege to that city. The barons of Britanny, finding their country me-
naced with total fubjection, began gradually to withdraw from the French army,
and make peace with their fovereign.

This defertion, however, of the Bretons difcouraged not the court of France
from purfuing their favourite project of reducing Britanny to fubjetion. The
fitvarion of Europe appeared very favourable to the execution of this defign.
Maximilian was engaged in clofe alliance with the duke of Britanny, and was
even in treaty for marrying his daughter ;. but he was on all occafions fo neceflitous
of money, and at that time fo difquicted by the mutinies of the Flemings, that little
effectual affiftance could be expeéted from him. Ferdinand was entirely occupied
in the conqueft of Granada; and it wasalfo known, thatif France refigned to him
Roufillon and Cerdagne, to which he had pretenfions, fhe would at any time engage
him to abandon the interefts of Britann Eugland alone was both enabled by her
power, and engaged by her interefts, to fupport the independency of that dutchy ;
and the moft dangerous oppofition was therefore, by the French, expected from
that quarter. In order to cover their real defigns, no fooner were they informed

of
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of Henry’s fuccefs againft Simnel and his partizans, than they difpatched ambafia-
dors to the court of London, and made profeflions of the utmoft truft and con-

“ fidence in that monarch,

French em-
bafly to Eng-

4 =3
land.

Tue ambafladors, after con
municating to him in the mof

ratulating Henry on the late victory, and com-
cordial manner, as to an intimate friend, fome

®agq

fuccefles of their mafter againft Maximilian, came in the progrefs of their dif-
coutfe to mention the late tranfactions in Britanny. They told him that the
duke of Britanny having given protettion to French fugitives and rebels, the
King had been neceffitated, contrary to his intention and inclination, to carry
war into that dutchy : That the honour of the crown was interefted not to fuffer -
a vaffal fo far to forget his duty to his liege lord; nor was the fecurity of the
government of France lefs concerned to prevent the confequences of this dange-
rous temerity : That the fugitives were no mean nor obfcure perfons; but, among
others, the duke of Orleans, firft prince of the blood, who, finding himfelf obnoxious
to juftice for treafonable practices in France, had fled into Britanny 5 where he ftill
perfevered in laying fchemes of rebellion againft his fovereign: That the war being
thus, on the part of the French monarch, entirely defenfive, it would rmmedi-
ately ceafe, when the duke of Britanny, by returning to his duty, fhould remove
the caufes of it : That their mafter was fenfible of the obligations which that
duke, in-very critical times, had conferred on Henry; but it was known alfo,
that, in times {till more critical, he or his mercenary counfellors had deferted
him, and put his life in the utmoft hazard : That his fole refuge in fuch defperate
extremities had been the court of France, which not only protected his perfon,
but fupplied him with men and meney, with which, aided by his own valour and
conduét, he had been enabled to mount the throne of England : That France, in
this tranfaction, had, from friendfhip to Henry, atted contrary to what, in a
narrow view, might be efteemed her own intereft ; fince, inftead of an odious
tyrant, fhe had contributed to eftablith on a rival throne a prince endowed with
fuch virtue and ability : And that as beth the juftice of the caufe and the obli-
gations conferred on‘Henry thus preponderated on the fide of France, their mafter
expedted, that, if the ficuation of Henry’s affairs allowed him not to give affift-
ance to that kingdom, he ‘would at leaft preferve a neutrality between the con-
tending parties *.

Tuis difcourfe of the Frerich ambafadors was plaufible ; and to give it greater
weight, ‘they communicated to Henry, as in confidence, their mafter’s intent.on,
after he fhould have compofed the differences with Britanny, to lead an army
into Italy, and make good his pretenfions to the kingdom of Naples: A project,

which,
# Bacon, p: 589,
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which, they knew, would give no umbrage to the court of England. But Chap. II.
all thefe artifices were in vain employed againft the penetration of the King,  '4%™
He clearly faw, that France had entertained the view of {fubduing Britanny ; but
he alfo perceived, that fhe would meet with great, and, as he thought, infupe-
rable difficulties in the execution of her proje&. The native force of that dutchy,
he knew, had always been confiderable, and had often, without any foreign

on

L=

affiftance, refifted the power of France ; the natural temper of the French nation,
he imagined, would make them eafily abandon every enterprize, which required per-
feverance ; and as the heir of the crown was confederated with the duke of Britanny,
the courtiers would be ftill more remifs in profecuting a fcheme which muft draw
on them his refentment and difpleafure.  Should even thefe internal obfiruétions
be removed, Maximilian," whofe enmity to France was well known,
now paid his addrefics to the heirels of Britanny, would be able to make a di-
verfion on the fide of Flanders; nor could it be expetted, that France, if fhe
profecuted fuch ambitious projeéts, would be allowed to remain in tranquillity by
Ferdinand and Ifabella. Above all, he thought, the French court could never
expect, that England, fo deeply interefted to preferve the independancy of
Britanny, fo able by her power and fituation to give effectual and prompt affift-
ance, would permit fuch an acceffion of force to be made to her rival. He
imagined, therefore, that the minifters of Frarce, convinced of the impractica-
bility of their fchemes, would at lafl embrace pacific views, and would

d abandon
an enterprize, fo obnoxious to all the potentates of Europe.

and wh
and who

Thi1s reafoning of Henry was. folid, and might very juftly engage him
dilatory and cautious meafures: But there entered into his conduct
motive, which was apt to draw him beyond the juft bounds, becaufe founded
on a ruling paffion. His frugality, which by degrees ‘degenerated into avarice,
made him averfe to all warlike enterprizes and diftant expeditions; and engaged
him previoufly to try the expedient of negotiation. He difpatched Urfwic,
his almoner, a man of addrefs and ability, to make offer of his mediat'on to
the contending parties : An offer, which, he thought, if accepted by France,
would foon lead to a compofure of all differences ; if refufed or eluded, would at
leaft difcover the perfeverance of that court in their ambitious projects. Urfwic
found the lady of Beaujeu, now dutehefs of Bourbon, engaged in the fiege of
Nantz, and had the fatisfacion to find that his mafter’s mediation was very readily
embraced, and with many expreffions of confidence and moderation. That able
princefs concluded, that the duke of Orleans, who governed the court of Bri- Di
tanny, forfeeing that every accommodation muft be made at his expence, would of the French
ufe all his intereft to have Henry’s propofal reje&ed ; and would by that means <"

n

another

R
fimalation

make
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make an efetual apology for the French meafures, and draw on the Bretons the
reproach of obitinacy and injuftice. ~ The event juftified her prudence.  When
the Englith ambafiador made the fame applications to- the duke of Britanny, he
received for anfwer, in name of ‘that Prince, that having fo long acted the part
of protector and guardian to Henry, during his youth and adverfity, he had ex-
pected, from a monarch of fuch virtue, more effectual affiftance, in his prefent
diftrefles, than a barren offer of mediation, which fufpended not the progrefs of
the French arms : That if Henry’s gratitude was not fufficient to engage him in
fuch a meafure, his prudence, as King of England, fhould difcover to him the
pernicious confequences attending the conquett of Britanny, and its annexation to
the crown of France: That that kingdom, already become too powerful, would
be enabled, by fo great an acceffion of force, to difplay, to the ruin of England,
that hoftile difpofition, which had always {ubfifted between thofe rival nations:
That Britanny, fo ufeful an ally, -which, by its fituation, gave the Englith an
entrance into the heart of France; being annexed to that kingdom, would be
equally enabled from its fituation to difturb, either by pyracies or naval arma-
ments, the commerce and peace of England : And that if the duke refufed
Henry’s mediation, it proceeded neither from an inclination to a war, which he
experienced to be fo ruinous to him, nor from a confidence in his own force,
which he knew to be fo much inferior to that of the enemy 3 but merely froma
fenfe of his prefent neceffity, which muft engage the King to act the part of ‘his
confederate, not of a mediator.

Waex this anfwer was reported to the King, he abandoned not the fyftem of
conduc which ke had formed: He only concluded, that fome more time was
requifite to quell the obftinacy of the Br.tons and make them fubmit to reafon.
And when he learoed, that the pecple of Britanny, anxious for their duke’s
fafety, had formed a tumultuary army of 60,000 men, and had cbliged the
French to raife the fiege of Nantz, he fortified himfelf the more in his opinion,
that the court of France would at laft be reduced, by mu tiplied obftacles and
difficulties, to abandon the projeét of reducing Britanny to fubje&ion. He con-
tinued therefore the fcheme of negotiation, and thereby expofed himfclf to be
deceived by the artifices of the French minifiry ; who, fill pretending pacific
intentions, fent lord Bernard Daubigni, a Scotch man of quality, to London,
and prefied Henry not to be difcouraged in offering his mediation to the court of
Britanny. The King on his part difpatched another embafly compofed of Urlwic,
the abbot of Abingdon and Sir Richard Tonftal, who carried new propofals for
an amicable accommodation.

No effe€ual fuccours, mean while, were provided
for the diftrefied Bretons,

The lord Woodville, brother to the queen dowager, a
man
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man of courage and enterprize, having afked leave to raife underhand a body of Chap IL
volunteers and tranfport them into Britanny, met with a refufal from the King,
who was defirous of preferving the appearance of a ftrict neutrality. That noble-
man, however, flill perfifted in his intentions. He went over to the Ifle of
Wight, of which he was governor ; levied a body of 400 men; and having at
laft obtained, as is fuppofed, the fecret permiffion of Henry, failed with them to
Britanny. This enterprize proved fatal to the leader, and brought fmall relief to
the unhappy Duke. The Bretons rafhly engaged in 2 general ation with the
French at St. Aubin, and were totally difcomfited. Woodville and all the Eng-
lifh were put to the fword ; together with a body of Bretons, who had been
accouttered in the garb of Englithmen, in order to ttrike a greater terror into the
French, to whom the martial prowefs of that nation was always formidable *.
The duke of Orleans, the prince of Orange, and many other perfons of rank
were taken prifoners. And the military force of Britanny was totally diffipated,
The death of the duke, which followed foon after, threw affairs into ftill 8reater oih Septem.
confufion, and feemed to threaten the ftate with a final fubje&tion. ber.

Tno’ the King prepared not againft thefe events, fo hurtful to the intereft of
England, with fufficient vigour and precaution, he had not altogether over-
looked them. Determined to obferve a pacific condu&, as far as the fituation
of affairs would permit, he yet knew the warlike difpofition of his fubjeéts, and
obferved, that their antient and inveterate animofity to France was now revived
by the profpect of this great acceflion to its power and grandeur. He refolved
therefore to make advantage of thofe humours, and to draw fome fupplies of
money from the people, under pretext of giving affiftance to the Duke of Bri-
tanny. He had fummoned a Parliament to meet at Weftminfter +; and he foon
perfwaded them to grant him a confiderable fubfidy . But this fupply, the’
voted by Parliament, involved the King in unexpelted difficulties. The counties
of Durham and York, always difcontented with Henry’s government, and far-
ther provoked by the late oppreflions, under which they had laboured, after
the fuppreflion of Simnel’s rebellion, refifted the commiffioners who were ap- An infurrec.
pointed to levy the new tax. The commiffioners, terrified with this appear- tion in the
ance of fedition, made application to the Farl of Northumberland, and defired s
of him advice and afliftance in the execution of their office. That nobleman
thought the matter of importance enough to confult the King; who, unwilling
to yield to the humours of a difcontented populace, and forefceing the per-

E nicious

28th of July.

* Argentré Hift. de Bretagne, Liv. 12. t oth November, 1487.
1 Polydore Virgil, p. 579, fays that this impofition was a capitation tax ; the other hiftorians fay
it was a tax of two fhillings on the pound.
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Chap. 11, nicious confequences of fuch a precedent, renewed his orders for a ftrict Ic:vy of

1483.  the impofition. Northumberland fummoned together the juftices and chief free-

holders, and delivered the King’s cemmands in the moft imperious terms, W hichs

he thought, would inforce obedience, but which tended only to provoke the

people, and make them believe him the advifer of thofe orders which he de-

livered to them +. They flew to arms, and attacked Northumberland’s houfe,

whom they put to death. Having incurred fuch deep guilt, their mutinous

i humour prompted them to declare againft the King himfelf; and being inftigated by

| one John Achamber, a feditious fellow of mean birth, they chofe Sir John Egre-

mond their leader, and prepared themfelves for a vigorous refiftance. Henry

was not difmayed with an infurrection fo precipitant and ill fupported. He

immediately levied a force which he put under the command of the earl of Sur-

rey, whom he had delivered from confinement, and reftored to his favour. His

intention was to fend down thefe troops, in order to check the progrefs of the

rebels ; while he himfelf fhould follow with a greater body, which would abfo-

lutely infure fuccefs. But Surrey thought himfelf ftrong enough to encounter. a

Suppreffed, Yaw and unarmed multitude ; and he fucceeded in the attempt. The rebels were

3 diffipated 5 John Achamber taken prifoner, and afterwards executed with fome of

‘ his accomplices ; Sir John Egremond fled to the dutchefs of Burgundy, who
gave him protettion ; the greater number of the rebels received their pardon.

Hewnry had probably expeéted, when he obtained this grant from the Par-

liament, that he would be able to terminate the affair of Britanny by negotiation,

i and that he might thereby fill his coffers with the money levied by the impofition.

| But as the diftreffes of the Bretons fill multiplied, and became every day more ur-

: gent; he found himfelf under the neceflity of taking fome meafures, in order to fup=

‘ port them. On the death of the duke, the French had revived fome antiguated

| il claims to the dominion of the dutchy; and as the duke of Orleans \\':: now

4 il captive in France, their former pretext for hoftilities could no longer ferve as a

cover to their ambition. The King refolved therefore to engage as auxiliary to

Britanny ; and to confult the intereft, as well as defires of his people, by op-

pofing himfelf to the progrefs of the French power. Befides entering .into a

league with Maximilian, and an.ther with Ferdinand,. which were diftant-res

fources, he levied a body of troops, to the number of 6ooo men, with an in-

13%. tention of tranfporting them into Britanny.

. St}ll anxious, however, for the pay-
ment of his expences, he concluded a treaty with the young dutchefs, by which

fhe was enga;z;d to deliver into his hands two fea-port towns, there to remain till
fhe fhould entirely refund the charges of the armament *, ed for

the

’ g
Tho’ he enga

o

4 Bacon, p. 5935.
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the fervice of thefe troops duribg the fpace of eight months only,

lutchefs obliged, by the neceffity of her affairs, to fubmit to fuch rigid cond
impofed by an ally, {> much concerned in intereft to protect her. .
arrived under the command of lord Willdughby of bxo.\c- and made
Bretons, during fome time, mafters of the field. The French retired into their
garri'ons 3 and propofed by dilatory meafures to wafte the fhe of the Englith,
and difguft them with their enterprize. The fcheme was well laid, and met with
fuccefs. ILecrd Broke found fuch difcord and confufion in the councils of Bri-
tanny, that no meafures could be concerted for any undertaking ; no fupply ob-
tained; no provifions, carriages, arillery, or military ftores procured. The
whole court was rent into factions : No one minifter had acquired the afcendant
And whatever project was formed by one, was fure to be traverfed by another.
The Englifh, difconcerted in every enterprize, by thefe animofities aml uncertain
councils, returned home as foon as the time of their fervice was elapfed ; Ieav'zné
only ‘a {mall garrifon in thofe towns which had been put into their hands.
During their ftay in Britanny, they had done nothing but contributed fill far-
ther to wafte the country ; and by their departure, they left it entirely at the
mercy of the enemy. So feeble was the fuccour, which Henry in' this impor-
tant conjunéture afforded his ally, whom the invafion of a foreign enemy, concur-
ring with domeftic diffenfions, had reduced to the utmoft diftrefs.

TrE great object of diffenfion among the Bretons was the difpofal of the young
dutchefs in marriage. The marefchal Rieux feconded the fuit of the lord Albert,
who led fome forces to her affiftance. The chancellor Montauban, obferving the
averfion c¢f the dutchefs to this fuitor, infifted, that a petty prince, fuch as Al-
bert, was unable to fupport Anne in her prefent extremities ; and he recommended
fome more powerful alliance, particularly that of Maximilian, King of the Ro-
mans. ~ This party at laft prevailed ; the marriage with Maximilian was celebrated
by proxy; and the dutche fs thenceforth affumed the title of queen of the Ro-
mans. But this magnificent appellation was all fhe gained by her marriage.
Maximilian, deftitute of troops and money, and embarraffed with the continual
revolts of the Flemings, could give no afiiftance ¢ his diftrefled confort: While
Albert, enraged at the preference given his rival, deferted her caufe, and received
the French into Nantz, the moft important place in the dutchy, both for ftrength
and riches.

+ 1

Tuz French court began now to'change their fcheme with regard to the fub-
et on of lmt anny. Charles had ‘oxmexly been affianced to Margaret daughter
of Maximilian; who, tho’ too young to confummate her marriage,

| 9y o
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fent to Paris to be educated, and bore at this time the title of queen of France.
Befides the rich dowry, which fhe brought the King, fhe was, after her brothers
Philip, then in carly youth, heirefs to the whole dominions of the houfe of Bur-
gundy ; and feemed in many refpects the moft proper match, which could be
chofen for the young monarch,  Thefe circumi{tances had fo blinded the councils
both of Maximilian and Henry, that they never fufpeéted any other intentions in
the French court 3 nor were able to difcover, that engagements, {o advantageous
and fo folemnly entered - into, could be infringed and fet afide. But Charles be-
gan to perceive; that the conqueft of Britanny, in oppofition to the natives, and to
all the great powers in Chriftendom, would prove a very difficult enterprize; and
that even, if he fhould over-run the country and make. himfelf mafter of the
fortrefles, it would be impoffible for him long to retain pofleflion of them. The
marriage alone of the dutchefs could fully re-annex that fief to the crown; and
the prefent and certain enjoyment of fo confiderable a territory feemed preferable
to the profpeét of inheriting the dominions of the houfe of Burgundy; a pro-
fpect which became every day more diftant and precarious. Above all, the
marriage of Maximilian and Anne appeared deftru&ive to the grandeur and
even fecurity of the French monarchy ; while that prince fhould poflefs Flanders
on the one hand, and Britanny on the other, and might thus from both quarters.
make inroads into the heart of the country. The only remedy. for thefe evils-
was thercfore concluded to be the diffolution of the two marriages, which had:

been celebrated, but not confummated; and the efpoufals of the dutchefs of:
Britanny, and the King of France.

Tars expedient, which had not been forefeen by any court.of Europe, and which
they were, all of them, fo much engaged in point of intereflt to oppofe, it was
requifite to keep a profound fecret, and only to difcover to the world by the full:
execution of it. The meafures of the French miniftry were in the condu@ of
this delicate enterprize very wife and political. 'While they prefied Britanny with
all the rigours of war, they fecretly gained the count of Dunois, who pofieffed great.
authority with the Bretons ; and having alfo engaged in their interefts the print;e of
Orange, coufin-german to the dutchefs, they gave him his liberty, and fent him
into Britanny. Thefe perfons, fupported by other emiffaries of France, prepared
the minds of men for the great revolution projected, and difplayed, tho’ ftill
with many precautions, all the advantages of an union with the French monarchy.
They reprefented to the Britih barons, that their country, harraffed during fo
many years with perpetual war, had need of fome repofe, and of a folid and
latting peace with' the only power that was formidable to them:: That their alliance
with Maximilian was not able to afford them even prefent protection; and by

uniting
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uniting them clofely with a power, which was rival to the greatnefs of France, Chap. IL
fixed them in perpetual enmity with that powerful monarchy : That their near ™49
neighbourhood expofed them firft to the inroads of the enemy ; and the happieft

event, which in fuch a fituation could befal them, would be to atrain peace,

tho’ by a final fubjettion to France, and by-.the lofs of that liberty, tranfmitted

them from their anceftors : And that any other expedient, compatible with the

lionour of the flate, and their duty to their fovereign, was preferable to a fcene

of fuch diforder and devaftation.

Tuzse fuggeftions had influence on the Bretons : But the chief difficulty lay
in furmounting the prejudices of the young dutchefs herfelf. That princefs had
imbibed in her education a flrong prejudice againft the French nation, and par-
ticularly againft Charles; who had been the author of all the calamities, which,
from her earlieft infancy, had befallen her family. She had alfo fixed her affec-
tions on Maximilian ;. and as fhe now deemed him her hufband, fhe could not, .
fhe thought, without incurring the greateft guilt, and violating the moft folemn
engagements, contract a-marriage wicth another perfon. In order to overcome
her obftinacy, Charles gave the duke of Orleans his liberty, who, tho’ formerly
a fuitor of the dutchefs, was now contented to ingratiate himfelf with the King,
by employing in his favour all the intereft which he ftill poflefled in Britann;,
The marefchal Rieux and chancellor Moentauban were reconciled by his negoti-
ations; and thefe rival minifters now concurred with the prince of Oranne,band
the count of Dunois, inprefling the conclufion of a marriage with Eharles.
From their fuggeftion, Charles  advanced with a powerful army and invefted
Rennes, at that time the refidence of the: dutchefs s who, affailed on all hands,
and finding none to fupport her.in her inflexibility, .at laft opened the gates of
the city, and agreed to efpoufe the King of France. She was married atcLancrey A :
in Touraine ; conducted to St. Denis, where-fhe was crowned ; and thence mzde Ofngf’ﬁgg;}
ber entry into Paris, .amid(t the joyful acclamations of the people, who regarded e
this marriage as the moft profperous event that could have befallen their
monarchy.

Tuz triumph and fuccefs of Charles was the moft fenfible mortification to
the King of the Romans. He had loft a confiderable territory, which he thouoht
he had acquired, and an accomplithed princefs whom he had efpoufed; he \3;15
affronted in the perfon of his daughter Margaret, who was fent back to him
after being treated during fome-years as queen of France; he had reafon to re-
p'roach himfelf- with his own fupine fecurity, in neglecting the confummation of -
his marriage; which was eafily practicable for him, and which would have ren-

dered :
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dered the tye indiffoluble: Thefe confiderations threw him into the moft violent
rage, which he vented in very indecent expreflions; and he threatened France
with an invafion from the united arms of Auftria, Spain, and England.

Tue Ki-g of England had alfo juft reafon to reproach himfelf with mifcon-
dué in this important tranfaction; and tho’ the affair had terminated in-a manner
which he could not precifely forefee, his negligence, in leaving fo long his moft
ufeful ally expofed to the invalion of fuperior power, could not but appear on
refleion the refult of timid caution and narrow politics. As he valued himfelf
very much on his extenfive forefight and profound judgment, the alcendant ac-
quired over him, by a raw youth, fuch as Charles, could not but give him the
higheft difpleafure, and prompt him to feek vengeance, after all remedy for his
mifcarriage was become abfolutely impracticable. But he was farther altuated
by avarice, a motive ftill more predominant with him than either pride or re-
venge ; and he fought even from his prefent difappointments, the gratification of
this ruling paffion. Under pretext of a French war, he iffued a commiflion for
levying a Bencvolence on his people*; an arbitrary taxation, which had been
abolifhed by a recent law of Richard the third, and which was the more provok-
ing, that, tho’ really raifed by menaces and extortion, it was neverthelefs pre-
tended to be given by the voluntary confent of the people. This violence fell
chiefly on the commercial part of the nation, who were poflefled of the ready

joney. London alone contributed to the amount of near 10,000 pounds. Arch-
bifhop Morton, the chancellor, inftructed the commiffioners to employ adilemma,
in which every one might be comprehended: If the perfons applied to lived frugal-
ly, they were told, that their parfimony muft neceflarily have enriched them : If
their method of living was fplfndid and hofpitable, they were concluded opulent
on account of their expences. This device was by fome called chancellor Mor-
ton’s fork, and by others his crutch.

So little apprehenfive was the King of a Parliament, on account of his levy-
ing this arbitrary impofition, that he foon after fummoned that affembly to meet
at Weltminfter; and heeven expected to enrich himfelf farther by workingon their
paflions and prejudices. - He knew the refentment, which the Englifh had:con-
ceived againft France, by reafon of the conqueft of Britanny ; and he took care to
infift on that topic, in the fpeech, which he himfelf pronounced to the Parliament.
He told them, that France, elevated with her late fuccefles, had even proceeded
to a cont mpt of England, and had refufed to pay that tribute, which Lewis
the eleventh had ftipulated to Edward the fourth : That it became fo warlike a

nation
* Rymer, Vol. XIL p. 446.

e e Bacon fays that the benevolence was levied with confent of Parlia-
ament, which is a miftake.
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mation as the Englifh to be rouzed with this indignity, and not to limit their Chap. IL
pretenfions merely to reprefling the prefent injury: That for his part, he was e L
determined to lay claim to the crown of France itfelf, and to maintain by force

of arms fo juft a title tranfmitted to him by his gallant anceftors : That Crefiy,
Poictiers, and Agincourt were {ufficient to inftruct them in their fuperiority over

the ensmy; nor did he defpair of adding new names to the glorious catalogue :

That a King of France had been prifoner at London, and a King of England

had been crowned at Paris ; events which thould animate them to an emulation

of like glory with that enjoyed by their forefathers : That the domeftic diffenfions

of England had been the fcle caufe of her lofing thefe foreign dominions; and

her prefent union and harmony would be the effectual means of recovering them:

That where fuch lafting honour was in view, and fuch an important acquifition,

it became not brave men to repine at the advance of a little treafure : And tha

for his part, he was determined to make the war maintain itfelf, and hoped, by

the invafion of fo o mlpnt a kingdom as France, to encreafe, rather than diminifh,

the riches of the nation ™

NorwiTHSTANDING thefe magnificent vaunts of the King, all men of pene-
tration concluded, from the perfonal charatter of the man, and ftill more, from
the fituation of his affairs, that he had no ferious intention of pufhing the war
to fuch extremity as he pretended. France was not now in the fame condition
as when mch fuccefsful inroads had been made into her by the former Kings of
England. The great fiefs were united to the crown ; the princes of the blood
were ocﬁrous of peace and tranquility ; the kingdom abounded with able cap-
tains and veteran foldiers; and the general afpect of its affairs feemed more to
threaten its neighbours, than to fubjeét it to any infults from them. The levity
and vain-glory of Maximilian were fupported by his pompous titles ; but were
ill feconded by mifit'xry power, and ftill lefs, by any revenue, proportioned to
them. The politic Ferdinand, while he made a thow of war, was actually nego-
tiating for peace ; and rather than expofe himfelf to any hazard, would accept of
very moderate conceflions from France. FEven England was not free from do-
meftic difcontents ; and in Scotland, the death of ]i enry ’s friend and ally, James
the third, who had been murdered by his rebellious fubjeéts, had mad way for the
fucceffion of h's fon, James the fourth, who was dcvctf’u to the French intereft ,
and would furely be alarmed with any progrefs of the Englith arms. Bue all
thefe cbvious confiderations had no influence with the Parliament. Inflamed by
rhe ideas of fubduing France, and of inriching themfelves with the {poils of thut

kingdom,

%
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kingdom, they gave into the fnare prepared for them, and voted the fupply
which the King demanded. Two fifteenths were granted him; and the better
to enable his vaffals and nobility to attend him, an aé was pafled, empowering
them to fell their eftates, without paying any fines for alienation.

Tue nobility were univerfally feized with a defire of military glory ; and hav-
ing creduloufly fwallowed all the -boafts of the King, they dreamed of no lefs
than carrying their triumphant arms to:the gates of Paris, and putting the crown
of France on Henry’s head. Many of them borrowed large fums or fold off
manors, that they might appear in the field with greater {plendour, and lead out
their followers in more compleat order. The king croffed the feas, and arrived
at Calais on the fixth of Otober, with an army of twenty-five thoufand foot and
fixteen hundred horfe, which he put under the command of the duke of Bedford
and the earl of Oxford : But as fome inferred, from his opening the campaign

‘in fo late a feafon, that peace would foon be concluded between the crowns, he

was defirous of fuggefting a contrary inference. ¢ He had come over,”’ he faid,
¢ to make an entire conqueft of France, which was not the work of one fummer.
<¢ It was therefore of no confequence at what feafon he began the invafion; efpe-
¢ cially as he had Calais ready for winter quarters.” Asif he had ferioufly in-
tended this enterprize, he inftantly marched with hisarmy into the enemy’s coun-
try, and laid fiege to Bulloigne : But notwithftanding this appearance of a hoftile
difpofition, there had been fecret advances made towards a peace above three
months before ; and commiffioners had been appointed to treat of the terms.
The better to reconcile the minds of men to this unexpeéted meafure, the king’s

.ambaffadors arrived in the camp from the Liow Countries, and informed him, that

Maximilian was in no readinefs to join him ; nor was any afliftance to be hoped for
from that quarter. Soon after, meflengers came from Spain, and brought news
of a peace concluded between that kingdom and France, in which Charles had
made a ceffion of the counties of Roufillon and Cerdagne to Ferdinand. Tho’
thefe articles of intelligence were carefully difperfed thro’ the army, the King was
ftill apprehenfive, left a fudden peace, after fuch magnificent promifes and high
That he might more
effectually cover the intended meafures, he fecretly engaged the marquifs of Dor-
fer, together with twenty three perfons of condition, to prefent him a petition for
his agreeing to a treaty with France. The pretence was founded on the late fea-
fon of the year, the difficulty of fupplying the army at Calais during winter, the
obftacles which arofe in the fiege of Bulloigne, the defertion of thofe allies whofe
affiftance had been moft relied on: Events which might, all of them, have been

forefeen befare the embarkation of the forces.

In
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In confequence of thefe preparatory fteps, the bifhop of Exeter and the lord C’;-’;?;”-
Daubeney were fent to confer at Eftaples with the marefchal of Cordes, and toput  '#9*
the laft hand to the treaty. A few days fufficed for this purpofe : The demands
of Henry were wholly pecuniary ; and the King of France, who efteemed the
peaceable poffeffion of Britanny an equivalent for any money, and who was all e
on fire for his projected expedition into Italy, readily agreed to the propofals 3, 9
made him. He engaged to pay Henry feven hundred and forty-five thoufand Peace with
crowns, about one hundred and eighty-{ix thoufand two hundred and fifty pounds France.
fterling ; partly asa reimburfement of the fums advanced for Britanny, partly as
arrears of the penfion due to Edward the fourth. And he ftipulated a yearly
penfion to Henry and his heirs of twenty-five thoufand crowns. Thus the King;
as remarked by his hiftorian, made profit upon his fubje@s for the war; and upon
his enemies for the peace *. And the people agreed, that he had fulfilled his
promife, when he faid to the parliament, that he would make the war maintain
itfelf. Maximilian was comprehended in Henry’s treaty, if he pleafed to accept
of it ; but he difdained to be in any refpe beholden to an ally, of whom, he
thought, he had reafon to complain: He made a feparate peace with France,
and obtained reftitution of Artois, Franchecomte and Charolois, which had been
given as the dowry of his daughter, when fhe was affianced to the King of
France.

THE peace, concluded between England and France, was the more likely to
continue, that Charles, full of ambition and youthful hopes, bent all his atten-
tion to the fide of Italy, and foon after undertook the conqueft of Naples ; an
enterprize, which Henry regarded with the greater indifference, that Naples lay
remote from him, and France had never, in any age, been fuccefsful on that
quarter. ‘The King’s authority was fully eftablifhed at home ; and every rebellion,
which had been attempted againft him, had hitherto tended only to confound his
enemies, and confolidate his power and influence. . His reputation for policy and
conduct was every day augmenting ; his treafures had encreafed even from the
moft unprofperous events ; the hopes of all pretenders to his throne were cut of,
as well by his marriage, as by the iffue which it had brought him. In this pro-
mifing f{ituation, the King had reafon to flatter himfelf with the profpeét of a
durable peace and tranquillity : But his invcterate and indefatigable enemies,
whom he had wantonly provoked, raifed up to him an adverfary, who kept him
long in inquietude, and fometimes even brought him into danger,

Tre dutchefs of Burgundy, full of refentment for the depreflion of her family
and its partizans, rather irritated than difcouraged with the bad fuccefs of her paft
F enterprizes,

* Bacon, p.Gos. Pol. Virg. p. 586.
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enterprizes, was determined at leaflt to difturb that government, WRICh fhe found

&
1

d the report,

‘¢ fo difficult to fubvert. By means of her emiflaries, fhe propagate

oenet, duke of York;, had efcaped from the

O

that her nephew, Richard Planta
Tower when his elder brother was murdered, and that he Jay fiill fomewhere
concealed: And finding this rumour, however improbable, to be grcedily re-
ceived by the people, the had been looking out for fome young man, proper to
perfonate that unfortunate prince.

Turers was one Ofbec or Warbec, 2 renegado Jew of Tournay, who had been
carried by fome bufinefs to London in the reign of Edward the fourth, and had
there a fon born to him. Flaving had opportunities of being known to the King,
and obtaining his favour, he prevailed with that prince, whofe manners were very
affable, to ftand godfather to his fon, to whom he gave the name of Peter, cor-
rupted after the Flemifh manner into Peter-kin, or Perkin. It was by fome be=
lieved, that Edward, among his other amorous adventures, had had a fecret
correfpondence with Waibec’s wife; and from this incident people accounted for
that refemblance, which was afterwards remarked between young Perkin and that
monarch *. Some years after the birth of this child, Warbec returned to Tour~
nay; where Perkin his fon remained not long, but by different accidents was car=
ried from place to place, and his birth and fortunes became thereby unknown,
and difficult to be traced by the moft careful enquiry. = The variety of his adven-
tures had happily favoured the natural verfatility and fagacity' of his genius; and
he feemed to be a youth perfectly ficted to alt any part, or affume any charalter.
In this light he had been reprefented to the dutchefs of Burgundy, who, ftruck
with the concurrence of fo many circtimftances fuited to her purpofe, defired to
be made acquainted with the perfon, on whom fhe began already to ground her
hopes of fuccefs. She found him to exceed her moft fanguine expectations; fo
beautiful did he appear in his perfon, fo graceful in his air, fo courtly in his ad-
drefs, fo full of docility and good fenfe in his behaviour and converfation. The-
leffons, which were necefiary to be taught him, in order to his perfonating the
duke of York, were foon learned by a youth-of fuch quick comprehenfion ; but
as the feafon feemed not then favourable for his enterprize, Margaret, in order
the better to conceal him, fent him, under the care of Lady Brampton, into Por-
tugal, where he remained a year, unknown to all the world.

Tuz war, which was then ready to break out between France and England,
feemed to afford a proper opportunity for the difcovery of this new phenomenon;
and Ireland, which ftill retained its attachments to the houfe of York, was pitched
on as the proper place for his firlt appearance +. He landed at Corke ; and im-

mediately

Q
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mediately affuming the name of Richard Plantagenet, drew to him partizans
among that ignorant and credulous people. ‘He wrote letters to the carls of Del- +&
mond and Kildare, inviting them to join his party: He difperfed every where
the ftrange intelligence of his efcape from his uncle Richard’s cruelty ; and men,
fond of every thing new-and wonderful, began to make him the general {ubject
of their difcourfe, and even the object of their favour.

TaE news foon reached France ; and Charles, prompted by the private follici-
tations of the dutchefs of Burgundy, and the intrigues of one Frion, a fecretary
of Henry, who had deferted his fervice, fent Perkin an invitation to repair to
him at Paris. He received him with all the marks of regard due to the duke of
York ; fettled on him a handfome penfion, affigned him magnificent lodgings,
and in order to provide at once for his dignity and fecurity, gave him a guard for
his perfon, of which lord Congrefall accepted the office of captain. The French
courtiers readily embraced a fiction, which their fovereign thought it his intereft
to adopt : Perkin, both by his deportment and perfon; fupporied the prepoi-
feflion, which was {pread abroad of his royal pedigree: And the whole kingdom
was full of the accomplifhments, as well as fingular adventures and misfortunes,
of the young Plantagenet. ‘Wonders of this nature are commonly augmented at
adiftance. From France, the admiration and credulity diffufed themf{elves into Eng.
land: Sir George Neville, Sir John Taylor, and a hundred gentlemen more
came to Paris, in order to offer their fervice to the fuppofed duke of York, and
to fhare his fortunes: And the impoftor had now the appearance of a court at-
tending him, and began to entertain hopes of final {uccefs in his undertakings.

WhaEN peace was concluded between France and England at Eftaples, Henry
applied to have Perkin put into his hands; but Charles, refolute not to betray a
young man, of whatever birth, whom he had invited into his kingdom, would
agree only to difmifs him. The pretended Plantagenet retired to the dutchefs of
Burgundy in Flanders. and craving her protection and afliftance, offered to lay
before. her all the proofs of that birth, to which he laid claim. The princefs He is : vowed
affected ignorance of his pretenfions ; even put on the appearance of diftruft; and b" th?ff”d‘"
having, as fhe faid, been already deceived by Simnel’s claim, fhe was determined E\f&::)rl."
never again to be feduced by any impoftor. She defired before all the world to
be inftruéted in his reafons for afluming the name which he bore ; feemed to exa-
mine every circumftance with the moft fcrupulous nicety ; put many particular
queftions to him ; affected aftonifhment at his anfwers; and at laft, after long
and fevere fcrutiny, burft out into joy and admiration at his wonderful delivery,
embraced him as her nephew, the true.image of Edward, the fole heir of the
Plantagenets, and the legitimate {ucceffor of the Englifth throne. She imme-
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Chap. IL  diately affigned him an equipage, fuited to his pretended birth ; appointed him 2
1493+ guard of thirty halberdicrs ; engaged every one to pay court to him; and on all
occafions honoured him with the appellation of the White Rofe of England. The
Flemings, moved by the authority, which Margaret, both from her rank and
erfonal character, enjoyed among them, readily adopted the fiction of Perkin’s
royal defcent : No furmize of his true birth was as yet heard of : Little contra-
dicion was made to the prevailing opinion : And the Englith, from their great
communication with the natives of the Low Countries, were every day more and.

more prepofieffed in favour of the impoftor.

It was not the populace alone of England, that gave credit to Perkin’s preten-
fions. Men of the higheft birth and quality, difgufted with Henry’s government,
by which they found the nobility depreffed, began to turn their eyes towards this
new claimant, and fome of them even entered into a correfpondence with him.

and by many Liord Fitzwater, Sir Simon Mountfort, Sir Thomas Thwaites betrayed their in-

of the Englifh clination towards him : Sir 'William Stanley himfelf, lord chamberlain, who had:
i = been fo a&ive in raifing Henry to the throne, moved either by blind credulity or
“ ‘ a reftlefs ambition, entertained the proje&t of a-revoltin favour of his enemy *.
Sir Robert Clifford and William Barley were fill more open in their meafures :
They went over to Flanders, offered their fervice to Perkin, and were introduced:
by the dutchefs of Burgundy to his acquaintance. Clifford wrote back to Eng-
Jand, that he knew perfectly the perfon of Richard duke of York, that this young
man was undoubtedly that prince himfelf, and that no. circumftance of his ftory
was expofed to the leaft difficulty. Such pofitive intelligence, conveyed by a per=~
fon of fuch high rank and chara&er, was fufficient with many to put the matter
beyond all queftion, and excited the wonder and attention even of the moft indif-
ferent. - The whole nation were held in fufpenfe 5 a regular confpiracy was formed
againtt the King’s authority 3 and a correfpondence fettled between the malecons-
tents in Flanders and thofe in England.

Tae King was well informed of all thefe particulars; but agreeable to his cha-
ra&er, which was both cautious and refolute, he proceeded very deliberately, but-
fteadily, in counter-working the projeéts of his enemies. His firlt object was to:
afcertain the death of the real duke of York, and to confirm the opinion, which
had always prevailed with regard to that event. Four perfons had been em-
ployed by Richard in the murder of his nephews; Sir James Tirrel, to whom he
had commi.tted the government of the Tower for that purpofe, and who had feen
| the dead p_rmces s Miles Forreft and John Dighton, who perpetrated the attion 3
\ and the prxe('t who buried the bodies. Tirrel and Dighton alone were alive, and
i i they agreed in the fame ftory; but as the prieft was dead, and as the bodies had

been
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been removed by Richard’s orders from the place where they were firlt interted,
and could not now be found, it was not in Henry’s power to. put the falt, fo
much as he withed, beyond all doubt and controverfy.

He met at firft with more difficulty, but was in the end more fuccefsful, in
dete&ing who this wonderful perfon was that thus boldly advanced pretenfions to
his crown. He difperfed his fpies all over Flanders and England ; he engaged
many to pretend that they had embraced Perkin’s party; he directed them to in-
inuate themfelves into the confidence of his friends; in proportion as they con-
veyed intelligence of any confpirator, he bribed his retainers, his domeitic
fervants, nay fometimes his confeffor, and by thefe means traced up fome
other confederate; Clifford himfelf he engaged by hopes of reward and
pardon, to betray the fecrets committed to him; the more truft he gave any of
his fpies, the higher refentment did he feign againft them ; fome of them he even
caufed to be excommunicated and publicly anathematized, in order the better to
procure them the confidence of his enemies: And in the iffue, the whole plan of
the confpiracy was laid clearly before him; and the whole pedigree, adventures,
life and converfation of the pretended duke of York. This latter ftory was im-
mediately publifhed for the fatisfaction of the nation: The confpirators he referved
for a flawer and more fecure vengeance,

MeanwniLE, he remonftrated with the archduke Philip, on account of the
countenance and protetion, which was afforded in his dominions to fo infamous
an impofture ; contrary to treaties fubfifting between the fovereigns, and to the
mutual amity, which had fo long been maintained by the fubjets of both ftates.
Margaret had intereft enough to get his applications rejected ; under pretence that
Philip had no authority over the demefnes of the dutchefs dowager. And the
King, in refentment of this injury, cut off all commerce with the Low Countries,
banifhed the Flemings from England, and recalled his own fubjetts from thefe
provinces. Philip retaliated by like edicts ; but Henry knew, that fo mutinous
a people as the Flemings would not long bear, in compliance with the humours
of their prince, to be deprived of fo beneficial a branch of commerce as that which
they carried on with England.

He had it in his power to infli& more effectual punifhment on his domeftic
enemies ; and when his projects were fufficiently matured, he failed not to make
them feel the effe&s of his refentment. Almoft in the fame inftanr, he arrefted
Fitzwater, Mountfort, and Thwaites, together with William Daubeney, Robert
Ratcliff, Thomas Creflfenor, and Thomas Aftwood. All thefe were arraigned,
conviited, and condemned for high treafon, in adheringand promifing aid to Per-
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Chap. I kin. ~Mountfort, Ratcliff, and Daubeney were immediately executed : Fitzwater
1494 was fent over to Calais, and retained in cuflody ; but having practifed on his
keeper for an efcape, he foon after underwent the fame fate. The reft were par-
doned, together with William Worfeley, dean of St. Paul’s, and fome others,
who had been accufed and examined, but not brought to public trial *.

Greater and more folemn preparations were efteemed requifite for the trial
of Stanley, lord chamberlain, whofe authority in the nation, whofe domef-
tic connexions with the King, as well as his former great fervices, feemed to
fecure him againft any accufation or punithment. Clifford was directed to come
over privately to England, and to throw himfelf at the King’s feet, while placed
at the council table ; craving pardon for his paft offences, and offering to attone
for them by any fervices, which fhould be required of him. Henry told him,
that the beft proof he could give of penitence, and the only fervice he could now
render him, was the full confeffion of his guilt, and the difcovery of all his ac-
complices, however diftinguifhed by rank or charaéter. Encouraged by this
exhortation, Clifford accufed Stanley then prefent, as his chief abettor; and
offered to lay before the council the whole proofs of his guilt. Stanley himfelf
could not difcover more furprize than was affected by Henry on this occafion. He
received the intelligence as abfolutely falfe and incredible ; that a man, to whom
he was, in a great meafure, beholden for his crown, and even for his life; a
man, to whom, by every honour and favour, he had endeavoured to exprefs his

i gratitude 3 whofe brother, the earl of Derby, was the King’s father=in-law ; to
whom he had even committed the truft of his perfon, by creating him lord cham-
! berlain : ‘That this man, enjoying his full confidence and affeétion, not atuated

by any motive of difcontent or apprehenfion, fhould engage in a confpiracy
againft him. Clifford was therefore exhorted to weigh well the confequences of
this accufation ; but as he perfifted in the fame pofitive affeverations, Stanley was
committed to cuftody, and foon after examined before the council +. He denied
not the guilt imputed to him by Clifford ; he did not even endeavour much to
extenuate it 3 whether he thought that a frank and open confeffion would ferve
for an atonement, -or trufted te his prefent connexions, and his former fervices,
Trial and ex- for pardon. and fecurity. But princes are often apt to regard great fervices as:a
2‘:2;?1:;.“ 5ground of jealoufy, efpcma}ly if accompam.cd with a craving and reftlefs: difpofitien,
in the perfon who has performed them. The general difcontent alfo, and mutinous
humour of the people, feemed to require fome great exam

<}
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ple of feverity. And
cy was one of the moft opulent fubjects in the kingdom, being pofilefied
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3

of above three thoufand pounds a year in land, and forty thoufind merks in plate Chap. I
5 ¥ . : ? FRnag 1406.
and money, befides other property of great value, the profpet of fo rich a Ll

forfeiture was deemed no fmall motive in Henry for proceeding to ext

againft him. ~ After fix weeks delay, which was interpofed in order to thew th
the King was reftrained by doubts and fcruples; he was brought to his trial

b

condemned, and prefently after beheaded. Hiftorians are not well aoreed
3

5
with regard to the crime which was proved againft him. The general report
1s, that he fhould have faid in confidence to Clifford, that, if he was fure the

young man, who appeared in Flanders, was really fon to King Edward, h

g 1e
never would bear arms againft him. This fentiment might difguft Henry a
implying a preference of the houfe of York to that of Lancafter, but could
fcarcely be the ground, even in thofe arbitrary times, of a fentence of high

treafon againft Stanley. It is more probable, therefore, what is aflerted by fome

o

aiiC

hiftorians, that he had exprefsly engaged to affift Perkin, and had atually fent
him fome fupply of money.

Tue fate of Stanley made great impreflion on the whole kingdom, and ftruck
all Perkin’s retainers with the deepeft difmay. From Clifford’ defertion, they
found that all their fecrets were difcovereds and as it appeared, that Stan}cy:,
even while he feemed to live in the greateft confidence with the King, had b
continually furrounded by fpies, who reported and regiftered every action which
he committed, nay, every word which fell from him, a general diftruft took

€€n

place, and all mutual confidence was deftroyed, even among the moft intimate

friends and acquaintance. The jealous and fevere temper of the King, together
with his great reputation for fagacity and penetration, kept men in awe, and
queliled not only the movements of fedition, but the very murmurs of facion,
Libels, however, crept out againft Henry’s perfon and adminiftration; and

being greedily propagated, by every fecret art, fhowed that there @] remained

among the people a confiderable root of difeontent, which wanted only a proper
opportunity to difcover itfelf.
But Henry continued more intent on increafing the terrors of his people

2
than on gaining their affetions. Trufting to the

great fuccefs which attended
him in all his enterprizes, he gave every day, more and more, a loofe to his ra-
pacious temper,, and employed the arts of perverted law and juftice, in order to
exat fines and compofitions from his people.  Sir William Capel, alderman of
London, was condemned on fome penal ftatutes to pay the fum of » 743 pounds, 3
and was obliged to compound for fixteen hundred and fifteen,

i

i

This was the
frft noted cafe of that nature; but it became a precedent, which 1

prepared the
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Chap. 1. way for many others. The managem
;.i",\g.

the great fecret of the King’s ad

he exalted, and honoured.and

ent, indeed, of thefe opprefiive arts was

miniftration. While he depreffed the nobility,
carefled the lawyers; and by that means both

beftowed authority on the laws, and was enabled, whenever he plea{cd, to per-

vert them to his own advantage. I

was {o much the lefs burthenfome, th

fis governmert was oppreflive; but it
at, by extending his own authority, and

curbing the nobles, he became in reality the fole oppreflor in his kingdom.

As Perkin found, that the King’s a

uthority gained ground daily among the

people, and that his own pretenﬁons were becoming obfolete, he refolved to attempt
fomething, which might revive the hopes and expectations of his partizans. Hav-
ing gathered together a band of outlaws, pirates, roblers, and neceflitous perfons

of all nations, to the number of 6oo M

en, he put to fea witha refolution of mak-

ing a defcent in England; and of exciting the common people to arms, fince all
his correfpondence with the nobility was cut off by Henry’s vigilance and fe-
verity. Information being brought him, that the King had made a progrefs to

the north, he caft anchor on the coaft

of Kent, anc fent fome fof his retainers

afhore, who invited the country to join him. The gentlemen of Kent gathered

together fome troops to oppofe him;

fervice than by repelling the invafion:

but they propofed to do more effential
They carried the femblance of friendfhip

to Perkin, and invited him to come himfelf afhore, in order to take the command
over them. But the wary youth, obferving that they had more order and regu-
larity in their movements than could be fuppofed in new levied forces, who had
taken arms againft cftablithed authority, refufed to commit himfelf into their

hands ; and the Kentifh troops defpairi
fuch of his retainers, as Wwere already

ng of fuccefs in their ftratagem, fet upon
landed ; and befides fome who were flain

and fome who efcaped, they took an hundred and fifty prifoners. Thefe were
tried and condemned 3 and all of them executed, by order from the King, who
was refolved to ufe no mixture of lenity towards men of fuch defperate fortunes *.

Tris year a Parliament was fummo

ned in Englind, and another in Ireland ;

AParliament, and fome remarkable laws were pafied in both conntries. The Englith Parlia-

ment enacted, that no perfon who fho
the time being fhould ever afterwards,
ment, be attainted for fuch an inftance

uld affift in erms or otherwife the King for
cither by courfe of law or aét of Parlia-
of obedience. This ftatute might be ex-

pofed to fome blame, as favourable to ufurpers ; were there any precife rules,

which always, even during the moft fa

&ious times, could determine the true {uc-

ceffor, and render every one s excufable, who did not fubmit to him. But as
the itles of princes are then the great fubjett of dfpute, and each party pleads

topics

* Polydore Virgil, p. 595+
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topics in their own favour, it feems buit equitable to fecure thofe who aét in fup-
port of eftablifhed tranquillity, an objet at all times of undoubted bencfit and
importance. Henry, conftous of his difputed title, promoted this law in order
to fecure his partizans agaisft all events; but as he had himfelf obferved a dif-
ferent practice with regard to Richard’s adherents, he had reafon to apprehend,
that, during the violence which ufually enfues on public convulfions, his example,
rather than his law, would, in cafe of a new revolution, be followed by his
enemies. And the attempl to bind the legiflature itfelf, by prefcribing rules to
future Parliaments, was planly contradi¢tory to the fundamental principles of
political government.

Turs Parliament alfo pafed an aét, impowering the King to levy by courfe of
law, all the fums which any perfon had agreed to pay by way of benevolence :

A ftatute, by which that aibitrary method of taxation was direétly authorized
and juftified.

Tre King’s authority appeared equally prevalent and uncontrolable in Ireland.
Sir Edward Poynings had been fent over with fome troops into that country,
with an intention of quelling the partizans of the houfe of York, and of reducing
the natives to fubjection. He was not fupported with forces fufficient for that
important enterprize : TheIrith, by flying into their woods, and morafies, and
mountains, in fome meafurs, eluded his efforts : But Poynings fummoned a par-
liament at Dublin, where he was more fuccefsful.. He paffed that memorable
ftatute, which ftill bears his name, and which eftablithes the authority of the
Englith government in Ireland. By this ftatute, the Parliament of England
were empowered to make liws for Ireland ; and no bill can be introduced into
the Irifh parliament, unlefi it previoufly receive the fanction of the council of
England.

WaiLe Henry’s authoriiy was thus eftablithed throughout his dom’nions, and
general tranquillity prevailed, the whole continent was thrown into combuftion
by the French invafion of laly, and by the rapid fuccefs which attended Charles
in that rath and ill-concerted enterprize. The Italians, who had entirely loft
the ufe of arms, and who, in the midft of continual wars, had become every
day more unwarlike, were aftonifhed to meet with an enemy, that made the field
of battle, not a pompous tournament, but a fcene of blood, and fought at the
hazard of their own lives the death of their enemy. Their effeminate troops
were diffipated every wher: on the approach of the French army: Their beft
fortified cities opened their gates : Kingdoms and {lates were in an inftant over-
turned: And thro’ th: whdle length of Italy, which the French penetrated with-
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Ghap. T out refiftance, they feemed rather t0 be taking quarters in their own country,
5 than making conquefts over an enemy. The maxims, which the Italians, during

that age, followed in negotiations, Were as ill calculared to fupport their ftates, as
the habits to which they were addicted in war. A treacherous, deceitful, and
inconftant fyftem of politics prevailed ; and even thofe fmall remains of fidelity
and honour, whic \e councils of the other European prinees,
{ in Italy, as proofs of ignorance and rufticity. Ludovico, duke
of Milan, who invited the Frerich to invade Naples, had never defired nor ex-
: eir fuccefs 3 and was the firft alarmed at the profperous ifflue of thofe
projects, which he himfelf had concerted. By his intrigues a league was formed
ng feveral potentates to oppofe the progrefs of Charles’s conquefts and fecure
their own independency. This league was compofed of Ludovico himfelf, the
pope, Maximilian King of the Romans, Ferdinand of Spain, and the republic
of Venice. IHenry too entered into the confederacy 5 but was not put to any €x-
pence or trouble in confequence of his engagements. The King of France,

P
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terrified by fo powerful a combination, retired from Naples with the greateft
part of his army, and returned to France. The forces, which he left in his
sew: conquefts, partly by the revolc of the inhabitants, partly: by the invafion
of the Spaniards, were foon after fubdued ; and the whole kingdom of Naples
{uddenly returned to its allegiance under Ferdinand, fon to Alphonfo, who had
been fuddenly expelled by the irruption of the French, Ferdinand died foon
after 3 and left his uncle, Frederic, in peaceable poflefiion of the throne.
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Perkin returns to Scotland.——Infurreétion in the Wet.——=Battle of Black-

beath. Truce wll/) Scotland. Perkin taken prifoner.
executed. The earl of Warw ic . executed- 0]

Marriage of prince
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Arthur with Catherine of Arragon. th. u',ﬂ;*;‘igg'c of the
princefs Margaret with the King of Scotland, ——QOppreffions of the
Pegple. A Parliament ————drrival of the King of
Intrigues of the Earl of Suffolk.
-——md charaéier.
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FTER Perkin was repulfed from the coaft of Kent, he retired into Flan- ;
ders ; but as he found it. impoflible to fubfift himfelf and his followers, 1495.
while he remained in tranquillity, he foon after made an attcmpt upon Ireland,
which had always apgeargd forward to join every invader of Henry’s authori
But Poinings had now "put the affaits of that ifland in fo good a pofture, th“
Perkin met with little fuccels; and being tired of the favage life, which he was
obliged to lead, while fkulking among the wild Irifh, he bent his courfe towards
Scmiand, and prefented himfelf to ]mms the fourth, who then governed that
ingdom. He had been previoufly recommended to that prince by the King of
’: rance, who was difgufted that Henry had entered into the league againft him
and this recommendation was even feconded by Maximilian, who, tho’ one of
the confederates, ftood on ill terms with the King, on account of his prohibition
of commerce with the Low Countries. The countenance given Perkin by thefe
princes procured him a favourable reception with the King of Scotland, who peiin retices
affured him, that, whatever he were, he never fhould repent the putting him- to Scotland,
felf into his hands * : The infinuating addrefs and plaufible behaviour of the
youth himfelf feem even to have gained him credit and authority. James, whom
years had not yet taught diftruft and caution, was feduced to believe the ftory of
Perkin’s birfh and adventures ; and he carried his copfidence
him in marriage the lady Catherine Gordon,
and a near nim.»c.l 1an of his own ; a young wo
I as beauty.
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Tuere fubfifted at that time a great jealoufy between the courts of England
and Scotland ; and James was- probably the more forward on that account (O
adopt any fiGtion, which, he thought, might reduce his enemy to diftrefs or
difficulty. He fuddenly refolved to make an inroad into England, attended with
fome of the borderers ; and he carried Perkin along with him, in hopes, that the
appearance of the pretended prince might raife an infurre&ion in the northern
counties. Perkin himfelf difperft a manifefto, where he fet forth his own ftory,
and craved the affiftance of all his fubjects in expelling the ufurper, whofe tyranny
and mal-adminiftration, whofe depreffion of the nobility by the elevation of mean
perfons, whofe oppreflion of the people by multiplied impofitions and vexations,
had juftly, he faid, rendered him odious to all men. But Perkin’s pretenfions,
attended by repeated difappointments, Were now become ftale in the eyes even
of the populace-, and the hoftile difpofitions, which fubfifted between the king-
doms, rendered a prince, fupported by the Scotch, but an unwelcome prefent to
the Englifh nation. The ravages alfo, committed by the borderers, accuftomed
to licence and diforder, ftruck a terror :nto all men; and made the people pre-
pare rather for repelling the invaders than for joining them. Perkin, that he might
fupport his pretenfions to royal birth, feigned great compaffion for the mifery of
his plundered fubjeéts ; and publickly remonftrated with his ally againft the de-
predations exercifed by the Scotch army * : But James told him,_ that he doubted
his concern was employed only in behalf of his enemy, and that he was anxious:
to preferve what never would belong to him. That prince now began to per-
ceive, that hisattempt would be fruitlefs ; and hearing of an army, which was on
its march to attack him, he thought proper to retreat into his own country.

Tue King difcovered little anxiety to procure either reparation or vengeance
for this infult committed on him by the Scotch nation : His chief concern wasto
draw advantage from it, by the pretence which it would afford him to levy
impofitions on his own fubjects. He fummoned a Parliament, to whom he made
bitter complaints againft the irruption of the Scotch, the abfurd impofture which
was countenanced by that nation, the cruel devaftation which they had fpread
over the northern counties, and the complicated affront which had thus been
offered both to the King and kingdom of England. The Parliament made the
expected return to this difcourfe of the King, by granting him a fubfidy to the
amount of 120,000 pounds, together with two fifteenths. After making this
grant, they were difmiffed.

Tur
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Taue vote of parliament for impofing the tax was eafily procured by the au-
thority of Henry; but he found it not fo eafy to levy the money upon his fub-
jects. ~ ' The people, who were acquainted with the immenfe treafures amafled by
the King, could ill brook the new impofitions raifed on every flight occafion ; and
it is probable, that the flaw, which was univerfally known to lie in his title,
made his reign the more fubject to infurredtions and rebellions. When the fub-
fidy began to be levied in Cornwal, the inhabitants, numerous and poor, robuft
and courageous, murmured againft a tax, occafioned by a fudden inroad of the
Scotch, from which they efteemed themfelves entirely fecure, and which had
commonly been repelled by the force of the northern counties.  Their ill humour
was farther incited by one Michael Jofeph, a farrier of Bodmin, a notable, talking
fellow, who, by thrufting himfelf forward on every occafion, and being loudeft
in every complaint againft the government, had acquired an authority among
thefe rude people. Thomas Flammoc too, a lawyer, who had become the ora-
cle of the neighbourhood, encouraged the fedition, by informing them, that the
tax, tho’impofed by Parliament, was entirely illegal; that the northern nobility,
by their tenures, were obliged to defend the nation againft the Scotch ; and that if
thefe new impofitions were tamely fubmitted to, the avarice of Henry and of his
courtiers would foon render the burthen intolerable upon the nation. A petition,
he faid, muft be delivered to the King, feconded by fuch force as would give it
authority ;3 and in order to procure the concurrence of the reft of the kingdom,
care muft be taken, by their orderly deportment, to fhew that they had nothing
in view but the public good, and the redrefs of all thofe grievances, un
the people had fo long laboured.

EncouraceDp by thefe fpeeches, the multitude flocked together, and armed
themfelves with axes, bills, bows, and fuch weapons as country people are ufually
pofieffed of. Flammoc and Jofeph were chofen their leaders. They foon conduced
the Cornith through the county of Devon, and reached that of Somerfer. At Taunton
the infurgents killed in their fury an officious and eager commiffioner for the {ubfidy,
whom they called the provoft of Perin,  When they reached Wells, they were joined
by lord Audley, a nobleman of an antient family, popular in his deportment, but vain,
ambitious, and reftlefs in his temper. He had from the beginning entertained a fecret
cosrefpondence with the firft movers of the infurrection 5 and was now joyfully re-
ceived by them as their leader. Proud of the countenance given them by {o con-
fiderable a nobleman, they puthed on their march; breathing deftruction to the
King’s miniflers and favourites, particularly Morton, now a cardinal, and Sir
Reginald Bray, who were deemed his moft a&tive inftruments in all his oppreflions.
Amidlt their rage againft the adminiftration, they carefully followed the di-

der which
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recions given them by their Jeaders; and as they met with no refiftance, they
committed, during their march, no violence or diforder.

Tae infurgents had been told by Flammoc, that the inhabitants of Kent, as
they had ever, during all ages, remained unfubdued, and had even maintainéd
their independancy during the Norman conqueft, would furely embrace ‘their
party, and declare themfelves for a caufe, which was.no other than that of public
good and general liberty. But the Kentifh people had: very lately diftinguifhed
themfelves by repelling Perkin’s invafion; and having reccived from the King
many gracious acknowledgments for this fervice, their affections were, by that
means, much conciliated to his government. It was eafy therefore, for the earl
of Kent, lord Abergavenny, and lord Cobham, who pofitfied great authority in
thofe parts, to retain the people in obedience ; and the Cornifh rebels, -though
they pitched their camp near Eltham, at the very gates of London, and invited
all the people to join them, got reinforcement from no-quarter. ~‘There wanted
not difcontent every where, but no one would take part in fo rath and ill-concerted
an enterprize; and the fituation in which the King’s affairs then ftood, difcou-

raged even the boldeft and moft daring,

Henry, in order to oppofe the Scotch, had already levied an army, which
he put under the command of lord Dau

2y, the chamberlain 3 and fo foon as
he heard of the Cornifh infurreétion, he ordercdit’to march fouthwards, and fup-

1

prefs the rebels. Not to leave the northern vontier defencelefs, he difpatched
thither the earl of Surry, who fummoned out the forces on the borders, and
made head againft the enemy. Henry found here the concurrence of the three
moft fatal incidents, which can befal a monarchy; 2 foreign enemy, a domeftic
rebellion, and a pretender to his throne; but he enjoyed great refources in his
army and treafure, and ftill more, in the intrepidity and courage of his own
temper. e oave not, however, immediately full fcope to his military {pirit,
On other occafions, he had always haftened to a decifion, and it was an ufual
faying with him, that be defired but to [ee bis rebels : But as the Cornifhinfurgents
sehaved in an inoffenfive manner, and committed no {j

:
Y hh
M
i

oil on the country, as
they received no acceflion of force on their march or in their encampment, and as
fuch hafty and popular tumalts might be expected to diminifh every moment by
delay, he took poft in London, and carefully prepared the means of enfuring the
victory.

Aster all his forces were colleCted, he divided them into three bodies, and
marched out to affail the enemy. The firt body commanded by the earl of
Oxford, and under him by the earls of Effex and Suffolk, were -appointed to

h

= | o
place themfelves behind the hill on which the rebels were encamped : The fecond
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and moft confiderable Henry put under the command of lord Dauber ey, and or-
dered him to attack the enemy ix front, and bring on the aion. - The thi rd, he
kept as a body of referve about his own pcrfon, and took poft in St. George’s
field ;. where he fecured the city, and could eafily, as occafion ferved, either
reftore the fight or finith the vi€tory.  To put the enemy off their guard, he had
{pread a report that he was not to attack them till fome days after; and the better
to confirm them in this opinion, ke began not the a&ion till near the evening. Dau-
beney beat a detachment of the rebels from Deptf tford-bridge ; and before the main
body could be in order to receive him, he lxad gained theafcent of the hill, and placed
himfelf in array before them. Thzy were very formidable for their numbers, being
fixteen thoufand ftrong, and were not defe@ive in valour; but being tumultuary
troops, ill armed, and unprovided of cavalry or artiller 1y, they were but an une-
qual match for the King’s forces, D.luLcmy began the attack with courage, and
even with a contempt of the enemy, which had almoft proved fatal to him. He
rufhed into the midft of them, and was taken prifoner ; but foon after was re-
lieved by his own troops.  After fome refiftance, the rebels were broke, and put
to flight *, ILord Audley, Flanmoc, and Joleph, their leaders, were taken,
and all three executed. . The latt:r feemed even to exult in his end, and boafted,
with a_prepofterous ambition, that he would make a figure in hl”corv. The
rebels, being furrounded on every fide by the King’s troops, were almoft all
made prifoners ; and immediately difmiffed without farthel punilhment, Whe-

i

ther, that Henry was fatisfied with the /,L’L:“‘ns who had fallen in the field
amounted to near two thoufand, or that he 1

F itied "' (& i”“(l ance and fin ‘L

the multitude, or favoured them on account of their * inoffenf{ive behaviour, or was
pleafed that they had never, duri ing their infurrection, difputed his title, and had
fthewn no attachment to the houfe of York, the moft capital crime of which in

his eyes they could have been guilty,

Twue Scottith King was not ide during thefe commotions in England. He
levied a confiderable e army, and fit down before the caftle of Norham in North-
umberland ; but found that place, by the precaution of Fox, bithop of Durham,
fo well provided both in men and ammuniti on, that he made little or no progrefs
in the fiege. Hearing that Surrey had collected fome forces and was adv vancing
upon hlm, he retmted backwards into his own country, and left the ﬁonncrs
expofed to the inroads of the Eng glith general, who benwefl and took Aiton, a
{mall caftle that lies a few miles beyu“f. Berwic. ‘Thefe unfuccefsful or frivolous

attempts on both fides prognofticated a fpeedy end to the war; and Henry, not-
withftanding his fuperior force, wis no lefs defirous than James of terminating the
differences

¥ Polydore Virgil, p. 601
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differences between the nations. Not to depart, however, from his dignity,

X8 b )

by making the firft advances towards peace, he employed in this friendly office

Peter Hialas, a man of sddrefs and learning, who had come to him as ambafiador

from Ferdinand and Ifabelia, and who was charged with a commiffion of nego-

1

fiating the marriage of the infanta Catherine,  their daughter, vith Arthur prince

(jf VYV alCs .

[1aras took a journey northwards, and offered his mediation between James

as minifter of a prince, who was 10 alliance with both potentates.
Commiffioners were foon appointed to meet, and confer of the terms of accom-
modation, The firft demand of the Englith was, that Perkin fhould be put into
their hands; but James replied, that he himfelf was no judge of Perkin’s pre-
tenfions, but having received himas a fupplicant, and promifed him protection,
he was determined not to betray a man, whatever he was, who had trufted to his
good faith and his generofity. The next demand of the Englifh met with no bet-
ter reception: They required reparation for the ravages committed by the late
inroads into England : The Scotch commiffioners replied,- that the fpoils were
like water fpilt upon the ground, which never could be recovered, and that
Henry’s fubjects were better able to bear the lofs than their mafter’s to repair it.
Henry’s commiffioners next propofed, that the two Kings fhould have an inter-
view at Newcaftle, in order to adjuft all differen.ces; but James faid, that he
meant to treat of a peace, not to go a begging for it. Left the conferences
(hould break off altogether without effe&t, atruce was concluded for fome months;
and James perceiving, that while Perkin remained in Scotland, he never would
enjoy a folid peace with Henry, privately defired him to depart the Kingdom.

1 13

and

Accress was now barred Perkin into the low countries; his ufual retreat in all
his difappointments. The Flemifth merchants, who felt feverely the lofs refult-
ing from their want of commerce with England, had made fuch interelt in the
+rch-duke’s coundil, that commiffioners were fent to Loondon, in order to treat of
A1 accommodation. ‘The Flemifh court agreed that all Englith rebels fhould be
excluded the low countries ; and in this prohibition the demefnes of the dutchefs
dowager were —exprefsly comprehended. When this principal article was
agreed to, all the other terms were eafily adjufted. A treaty of com-
merce was finifhed, which was favourable to the Flemings, and to which they
gave long the appellation of Intercurfus magnus, the great treaty. And when the
Englih merchants returned to their ufual manfion at Antwerp, they were pub-
licly reccived, as in proceffion, with great joy and feftivity.

PERKIN

* Polydore Virgil 603
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it might there-
tween the two

k fhelter.in the
f not bad ufage, among

Prrrin was a Fleming by defcent, tho’ born in England ; and
fore be doubted, whether he was comprehended in the treaty be
nations : But as he muft difmifs all his Englith retainers if he too
Jow countries, and as he was fure of a cold reception,’ i
a people who were determined to keep on terms of frie

England ; he thought fit rather to hide himfelf, during fome time, in the wilds and

faftnefles of Ireland. Impatient however of a retreat, which was both difagreeable
. and dangerous, he held confultations with his followers, Herne, Skelton, and

Aftley, three broken tradefmen; and by their advice, refolved to try the affec-

tions of the Cornith, whofe mutinous difpofition, notwithftanding the King’s

lenity, ftill fubfifted, after the fuppreffion of their rebellion. No fooner did he
appear at Bodmin in Cornwal, than the populace, to the number of three thou-
fand men, flocked to his ftandard ; and Perkin, elated with this appearance of
{uccefs, took on him, for the firft time, the appellation of Richard the fourth,
King of England. Not to fuffer the expectations of his followers to languifh, he
prefented himfelf before Exeter ; and by many fair promifes, invited that city to
join his caufe. Finding that the inhabitants fhut their gates againft him, he laid

fiege to the place; but being unprovided of artill

i€ry, ammunition, and of every
thing requifite for that attempt, he made no progrefs in his undertaking. Mef-
fengers were fent to the King, informing him of this infurreétion ;

3 and the citizens
meanwhile were determined to hold out to the Jaft extremity, in expeftation of
receiving fuccour from the known vigil

ance of that monarch.
Wae~ Henry was informed, that Perkin was landed in England, he expreflfed
great joy, and prepared himfelf with alacrity to attack him, in hopes of being

able, at laft, to put a period to a pretenfion, which had fo long given !

ation and inquietude.  All the courtiers; fenfible that their altivity on this occa-
fion would be the moft acceptable fervice which they could render.the King
i y &

prepared themfelves for the enterprize, and forwarded his preparations. The
lords Daubeney, . and Broke, with Sir Rice ap Thomas, haftened forward with a
imall body of troops to the reli¢f of Exeter. The earl of Devonthire, and
the moft confiderable gentlemen in the county of that name, took arms of them.
felves, and marched to join the King’s generals. The duke of Buckingham put
himfelf at the head of a troop of young nobility and gentry, who ferved as vo-
luntiers, and who longed for an opportunity of difplaying their courage ‘and their
loyalty. The King himfelf prepared to follow with a confiderable army ; and
thus all England feemed united againfta pretender, who had at firt engaged their
attention; and divided their affections,

1im vex-

H Periin,

ndthip with the court of
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Chap. 1L Prriiy, informed of thefe great preparations, im mediately broke up:the fiege
1297-  of Exeter, and retired to Taunton,  Eho’ his followers now ambutited’ to” the:
number of near feven thoufand men, and feemed: ftitl refolute to defend fus caufe,
he himfelf defpaired of {uccefs, and fecretly withdrew toithe fanttuary of Beuley

in the new foreft. The Cornifh sebels fubmitted themfeélves ro the King

ehe ew pe fons of
defperate fortunes; who were exccuted, and. fome others who were feverely fined,.
all the reft were difmift with impunity. The kady Catherie Gordon, wife to:
Perkin, fell into the conqueror’s hands, and was treated with a generofity, which
does him honour. He foothed her mind with many tokens of regard, placed
her in a reputable ftation. about the - queen, and afl

fhe enjoyed even under his fucceflor.

and found that it was not yet exhaufted in their alf. Except atew

gned her 4 pénfion, whiche
Henry next deliberated what courfeto take with Perkin himfelf. » Some couns

felled him to make the privileges of the church yield to reafons.of ftate; to take-

him by violence from the {an&uary, to infli¢t en him the pupifhment due to his.

temerity, and thus at once to putan end to an impofture Which had long difturbed:

I the government, and which the credulicy of the people and the artifices. of: male-.
contents were ftill capable of reviving.  But the King deemed not the ‘matter of

fuch importance as.to merit fo violent a remedy. - He employed fome perfons

to deal with Perkin, and perfwade him, under promife of pardoh, to deliver

Perkin taken himfelf into the King’s hands ¥. The King conduéted him in a fpecies of mock.

s triumph to London. . As Perkin pafied. along the road, -and through the ftreets.

of that city, men of all ranks ‘flocked about him, and the populace treated with

the higheft derifion his fallen fortunes. They feemed defirous of revenging them--

felves by their infults for the (hame which their former belief of hisimpoftures had

il 1498 thrown upon them. Tho’ the eyes of the nation were generally opened with re-
i gard to Perkin’s real parentage and ftation, Henry thought proper to require of
. i him a confeflion of his life and adventures 3 and he ordered the account of the
| whole to be publi(hed {oon after for the fatisfaction of the public. But as his re-
gard to decency made him fupprefs entirely the fhare which. the dutchefs:of Bug=

gundy had had in contriving and conducting the impofture, the people, who

knew that fhe had been the chief inftrument in the whole affair, were inclined, on.:

_ account of the filence on that head, to pay lefs credit to the authenticity of the
Ll narrative.

D Bur Perkin, tho’ his life was granted him, was ftill retained in cuftody ; and
keepers were appointed to guard him. Impatient of confinement, he broke loofe
from his keepers, and flying to the fanctuary of Shyne, put himfelf into the hands

of

# Polydore Virgil, p. 606.
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of the prior of that monaftery. The prior had obtained great credit by his cha- Chap. IIL.
racter of fanctity ; and he prevailed with the King again to grant a pardon to Per- 1499
kin. But in order to reduce him to ftill greater contempt, he was fet in the ftocks
Weltminfter and at Cheapfide, and obliged in both places to read aloud to the
people the confeflion which had been formerly publithed in his name. He was
thrown into the Tower, where his habits of reftlefs intrigue and enterprize ftill
followed him. _ He infinuated himfelf into the intimacy of four fervants of Sir
John Digby, licutenant of the Tower ; and by their means, opened a correfpon-
dence with the earl of Warwic, who was confined to the fame prifon. - That un-
fortunate prince, who had from his earlieft infancy been fhut up from the com-
merce of men, and who was ignorant even of the moft common affairs of life,
had fallen into a fimplicity which made him fufceptible of any impreflions. The
continued dread alfo of the more violent effeéts of Henry’s tyranny, joined to
the natural love of liberty, engaged him to embrace a project for his efcape, by the
murder of the licutenant; and Perkin offered to conduét the whole enterprize.
"The confpiracy efcaped not the King’s vigilance : It was even very generally be-
lieved, that the fcheme was laid by himfelf, in order to draw Perkin and Warwic
into the fnare : But the fubfequent execution of two of Digby’s fervants for the
contrivance feems to clear the King of that imputation, which was indced founded
more on the general idea entertained of his character, than on any pofitive
evidence.

Perkiv, by this new attempt, after fo many enarmities, had rendered himfelf

P 3 7 - 3 BIOY - - ar ] 1 " o 3005 2 - 3
totally unworthy of mercy ; and he was féCO}”Glﬂ%lY alfmgned, (o'ndcmneu, and Perkiia St
foon after hanged at Tyburn, perfifting ftill in the confeflion of his impofture *. cuted.

H 2 It

* Stow, Baker, Speed, Biondi, Holingthed, Bacon, Some late writers have been fo whimfical as to doubt,
whether Perkin was an impoftor, and even to affert him to be the real Richard Plantagenet, duke of
York. - But to refute'this fancy, we need but refle@® on the few following particalars. * 1. Flad not the
queen mother, and the other headsof the York party, been fully affured of the death of both the young
princes, would they have agreed te call over the earl of Richmond, the head of the Lancaftrian party,

d g e
and m

ry bim to the princefs Flizabeth 7 ~ 2. The ftory tald conftantly by Perkin of his efcape is ut-
terly incredible, that thofe who were fent to murder-his brother took pity on him, and granted him his
liberty. 3. What became of him dwing the courfe of feven years, from his fuppofed death till his
nd 1n 1491 2 Why was not the queen mother, the dutchefs of Burgundy, and the

T

appearance in [rel
other frie

of the family applied to, during that time, for his fupport and education ? 4. Tho’ the

by her former acknowledgme
that M

Perkin, fup-

reffes entirely this material athor’s defire of

blackening Henry the feventh, v ] C fective. 5. Perkin himfelf con-

s impoftire more than once, and read his confeilion before the whole people. It is pretended

)
that
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It happened about that very time; that one Wilford, a cordwainer’s fon, encou-
raged by the furprizing credit which had been given to other impoftures, bad
undertaken to perfonate the earl of Warwics and a prieft had even ventured ffom
the pulpit to recommend his caufe to the people, who feemed ftill to retaina
propenfity to adopt it. This incident ferved Henry as an apology for his
feverity towards that unfortunate prince. He was brought to trial, and accufed,
not of contriving his efcape, (for as he was committed for no crime, the defire of
liberty muft have been regarded as natural and innocent) but of forming defigns
to difturb the government, and raife an infurrection among the people. Warwic
confefled the indictment, was condemned, and the fentence was executed upon
him.

Tuis violent tyranny, the great ftain of Henry’s reign, by which he deftroyed
the laft remaining male of the line of Plantagenct, begot great difcontent among
the people, who faw an unhappy prince, that had long been deprived of all the
privileges of his high birth, even cut off from the common benefits of nature,
now at laft deprived of life itfelf, merely for refifting that oppreflien under which
he laboured. In vain did Henry endeavour to alleviate the odium of this guilt,
by fharing it with his ally, Ferdinand of Arragon, who, he faid, had ferupled to
give his daughter Catherine in marriage to Arthur, while any prince of the houfe
of York remained alive. Men, on the contrary, felthigher indignation at feeing
a young prince facrificed, not to law and juftice, but to the jealous politics of

‘two fubtle and crafty tyrants.

Bur tho’ thefe difcontents feftered in the minds of men, they were fo checked
by Henry’s watchful policy and fteady feverity, that they appeared not to weaken
his government 3 and foreign princes, deeming his throne now entirely fecure,
payed him rather the greater courtthip and attention. The arch-duke Philip,
in particular, defired an interview with the King ; and this monarch, who had
pafled over to Calais, agreed to meet him at St. Peter’s church near that city.
The arch-duke, on his approaching the King, made hafte to alight, and offered
to hold Henry’s ftirrup; a mark of condefcenfion, which that prince would not
admit of. He called the King father, patron, protefior; and by his whole be-
haviour exprefied a ftrong defire of conciliating the friendfhip of England. The

duke

that this confeflion was drawn from him by torture; but no antient hiftorian gives any ground for this
furmife. 6. He renewed his confeflion at the foot of the gibbet on which he was executed. 7. After
Henry the eighth’ acceffion, the titles of the houfe of York and Lancafter were fully confounded, and
there was no longer any neceflity for defending Henry the feventh and his title; yet all the hiftorians of
that time, when the events were recent, fome of thefe hiftorians too, fuch as Sir Thomas More, of the
higheft authority, agree in treating Perkin as an impoftor.
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duke of Orleans had fucceeded to the kingdom of France under the appellation of
Lewis the twelfth 3 and having carried his arms into Iraly, and fubdued the dutchy
of Milan, his progrefs begot jealoufy in Maximilian, Philip’s father, as well as

in Ferdinand, his father-in-law. By the council, therefore, of thefe monarchs,
the young prince endeavoured by every art to acquire the amity of Heary, whom
they regarded as the chief counterpoize to the greatnefs of France. No particu-
lar plan however of alliance feems to have been concerted betwee

ces in their interview :  All pafied in general profeffions of affefion and regard ;
at leaft, in remote projeéts of a clofer union, by the future intermarriages of their
children, who were then in a ftate of infancy,

n thefe two prin-

THE pope too, Alexander the fixth, negleéted not the fricndﬂzip of a monarch,
whofe. reputation was fpread all over Europe. He fent a nuntio to England,
who exhorted the King to take part in the great alliance projected for the recovery
of the Holy Land, and to lead in perfon his forces againft the Turk.
ral frenzy for croifadoes was now entirely exhaufted in Europe ;
thought a neceflary piece of decency to pretend zeal for thofe pious enterprizes.
Henry regreted the diftance of his fituation, which rendered it inconvenient for
him to expofe his perfon in defence of the chriftian caufe. He promifed, how-
ever, his utmoft aflitance by aids and contributions ; and rather than the pope
fhould go alone to the holy wars, unaccompanied by any monarch, he even pro-
mifed to overlook all other confiderations, and to attend him in perfon. He
only required as a neceflary condition, that all differences fhould be
compofed among chriftian princes, and that fome fea-port towns in Italy thould
be put into his hands for his retreat and fecurity. It was eafy to conclude from
this anfwer, that Henry had determined with himfelf not to intermeddle in any
wars againft the Turk: But as a great name, without any real affiftance, is
fometimes of fervice, the knights of Rhodes, who were at that time efteemed
the bulwark of Chriftendom, chofé the King prote@or of their order.

Bur the prince, whofe alliance Henry valued the moft, was that of Ferdinand
of Arragon, whofe vigorous and fteddy policy, always attended with fuccefs, had
rendered him, in many refpects, the moft confiderable monarch
There was alfo a remarkable fimilarity of charatter between thefe two princes :
Both were full of craft, intrigue, and defign ; and tho’ a refemblance of this na-
ture be a flender foundation of confidence and friendfhip, where the interefts of
the parties in the leaft interfere s yet fuch was the fituation of Henry and Ferdi-
nand, that no jealoufy ever on any occafion arofe between them. The King had
now the fatisfaion of compleating a marriage, which had been projected and
negotiated during the courfe of feven years, between Arthur

The gene-
but it was ftill

previoufly
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P

Chap. IIL,
1459
1300,
1501.

Marriage of
prince Arthur
withCatherine

. T XK7 f Arrag .
prince of Wales and ** £r28on

1zth of Ng-
vember,




with the King

of the peol\lc.

=

T4 HISTORY oF ENGLAND.

the infanta Catherine, fourth daughter of Ferditand and Ifabella; he near fixteen
But this marriage proved in the iffue unprofperous,
The young prince, a few months after, fickened and died, very much regrcted

by the whole nation. Henry, defirous o continue his alliance with Spain, and

£ g ichtee j3
years of age, fhe eightecn. By

{

alfo un , reftore Catherine’s dowry, which was two hundred thoufand
ducars, ed his fecond fon, Henry, whom he created prince of Wales, to be
contradted to the princefs. The prince made all the oppofition which a youth of
twelve years of age was capable of ; but as the King perfifted in his refolution,
the efpoufals were at laft, by means of the pope’s difpenfation, concluded between
the parties: An event, which was afterwards attended with the moft important
confequences.

TuE fame year, another marriage was concluded, which was alfo, in the next
age, produttive of great events: The marriage of Margaret, the King’s eldeft
daughter, with James King of Scotland. This alliance had been negotiated
during three years, tho’ interrupted by feveral broils s and Henry hoped, from
the completion of it, to remove all fource of difcord with that neighbouring king-
dom, by whofe animofity England had been fo often infefted. When this marriage
was deliberated on in the Englith council, fome objeéted, that England might,
by means of that alliance, fall under the dominion of Scotland. ¢ No ;” replied
Henry, ¢ Scotland, in that event, would only become an acceffion to England.”
Amidft thefe profperous events, the King met with a domeftic calamity, which
made not fuch impreffion on him as it merited. His queen died in child-bed;
and the infant lived not long after. This princefs was defervedly a great favourite
of the nation ; and the general affetion for her encreafed, on account of the harfh
treatment, which, it was thought, fhe met with from her confort.

Tue fituation of the King’s affairs, both at home and abroad, was now, in
every refpect, very defirable. All the efforts of the Furopean princes, both in
war and negotiation, were tarned to the fide of Italy; and the various events,
which there arofe, made Henry’s alliance be courted by every party, and yet
interefted him fo little as never to touch him with coneern or anxiety. His clofe
connexions with Spain and Scotland enfured his tranquillity 3 and his continued
fuccefles over domeftic enemies, owing to the prudence and vigour of his conduét,
had reduced the people to entire fubmiffion and obedience. Henry therefore,
uncontrouled by apprehenfion or oppofition of any kind, gave full fcope to his
natural propenfity ; and avarice, which had ever been his predominant paffion,
being encreafed by age, and encouraged by abfolute authority, broke all reftraints
of fhame or jultice. Te had found two miniters, Empfon and Dudley,

perfettly qualified to fecond his rapacious and tyrannical inclinations, and prey

4 upon
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upon his defencelefs people. Thefe infiruments of oppreffion were both lawy p. 1L
the firft of mean birth, of brutal manners, of an unrelenting temper; the fe. 59

cond better born, better educated, and’ better bred, but equally unjult, fevere,
and inflexible. By their knowledge in the law, thefe men were qualified to per-
vert the forms of juftice to the oppreflion of the innocent; and the formidable

authority of the King fupported theny in all their iniquities.

It was their ufual practice to obferve fo far the appearance of law as to give
indictments to thofe whom they intended to opprefs : Upon which the perfons
were committed to prifon, but never brought to trial'; and were at laft obliged
to recover their liberty, by paying heavy fines and ranfoms,. which were called
mitigations and compofitions.. By degrees, the very appearance of law was ne-

i

glefted : They fent forth their precepts to attach men, and fummon them before
themfelves and fome others, at their private houfes, in a court of commiflion ;
where, in a fummary manner, without trial orjury, arbitrary decrees were iffued,
both in pleas of the crown and controverfies between private parties. Juries
themfelves, when fummoned, proved but fmall fecurity to the fubje& s bein
brow-beat: by thefe oppreflors; nay, fined, imprifoned, and punithed, if they
gave fentence againft the incination of the miniftcrs. The whole {yftem of the
feudal law; which then prevailed, was turned into a fcheme of oppreflion. Even
the King’s wards, after they came to full age, were not fuffered to enter in
pofleflion of their lands without paying exorbitant fines. Men were alfo haraffed
with informations of intrufion upon fearce colourable titles.. When an out awry
in a perfonal action was iffued againft any man, he was not allowed to purchafe
his charter of pardon, except on the payment of a great fum; and if he refufed
the compolition required of him, the ftri¢t law, which, in fuch cafes, allows for-
feiture of goods, was rigoroufly infifted on. Nay, without any colour of law,
the half of men’s lands and rents were feized during two years; as a penalty in
cafe of outlawry. But the chief inftrument of oppreflion, employed by thefe
minifters, were the penal Statutes, which, without confideration of rank, quality,
or {ervices, were ftrictly putin execution againft all men : Spies, informers, and
inquifitors were rewarded and encouraged in every corner of the kingdom : And
no difference was made whether'the ftatute was beneficial or hurtful, recent or
obfolete, pofiible or impofiible to be executed. The fole end of the King and
his minifters was to amafs money, and bring every ome under. the lath of their
authority *;

By
* Bacon, 629, 30. Hollingthed, p. 504« Polyd. Virg, p. 613, 615,
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By the prevalence of fuch an arbitrary and iniquitous adminiftration, the Eng-
lith, it may fafely be affirmed, were confiderable lofers by the ancient privilege,
which fecured them from all taxations and impofitions, except fuch asw
by their own confent. Had the King been empowered to lay on g
his pleafure, he would naturally have abftained from thefe opprefiive expedients,
which deftroyed all fecurity in private property, and begot an univerfal diffi-
dence thro’ the nation. In vain did the people look for protection from the
Parliament, which was pretty frequently fummoned during this reign. ‘That
affembly was fo overawed, that, at this very time, during the greateft rage
of Henry’s oppreffion, the commons chofe Dudley their fpeaker, the very man
who was the chief inftrument of his oppreflions. And tho’ the King was known
to be immenfely opulent, and had no pretence of wars or expenfive enterprizes of
any kind, they granted him the fubfidy, which he demanded. But fo infatiable
was his avarice, that the next year he levied a new benevolence, and renewed
that arbitrary and oppreflive method of taxation. By all thefe arts of accumu-
lation, joined to a rigid frugality in his expence, he fo filled his coffers, that he
is faid to have poffefied in ready money the fum of 1,800,000 pounds: An in-
credible treafure, if we confider the fcarcity of money in thofe days *.

ere levied

eneral taxes at

Bur while Henry was enriching himfelf with the fpoils of his opprefled

people, there happened an event abroad, which engaged his attention, and was

cven the objet of his anxiety and concern. Ifabelia, queen of Caitile, ded
about this time 3 and it was forefeen, that by this incident the fortunes of Ferdi-
dand, her hufband, would be much affected. The King was not only attentive

to the fate of his ally, and watchful left the general fyftem of Europe fhould

¢ affeéted by fo important an event : He alfo confidered the fimilarity of his
own fituation with that of Ferdinand, and regarded the ifiie of thefe tranfactions
as a precedent for himfelf. Joan, the daughter of Ferdinand by Ifabella, was

married to the archduke Philip, and being, in right of her mother, heirefs of

Caftile, feemed entitled to difpute with Ferdinand the prefent adminiftration of

that kingdom. Henry knew, that, notwithftanding his own pretenfions by the

houfe of Larncafter, the greateft’ part of the nation were convinced of the fupe-
riority of his wife’s title ; and he dreaded left the
ing towards manhood, might be tempted

prince, who was daily advanc-
by ambi:ion to lay immediate claim to

the
* Silver was duing this rei

Ci

on at 37 fhillings and fix pence a pound, which makes Henry’s treafure
a} 5 e , ’ 5
above 2,740,co0 pounds fterling. Befides, many commodit

came tw

as dear by the encreafe of

gold and filver in Europe.

And what is a circumftance o
very poor, in comparifon of what they are at prefent:
appear ver

I'r

W
I greater weight, 2ll other ftates were then
Thefe circumftances make Henry’s treafure
1 oot and n 7 1o e . .
y great ; and may lead us to conceive the oppreflions of his government.
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the throne, By his p"lrl‘ctual attention to deprels the part

family, he had more clofely united them into one party, and
defire of fhaking off that yoke, under which they had fo long laboured, and
taking every advantage, which his oppreflive government would give his enem
againft him. And as he poffefled no indcprm dent f)rce like Ferdinand, and go-
verned a kingdom more turbulent and unruly, which he himfelf, his narrow

politics, had confirmed in factious prejudices ; he apprehended that ‘;o fituation
would prove in the iffue ftill more precarious.

NotHinG could turn out more contrary to the King’s inclination than the
tranfattions in Spain. Ferdinand had h‘mmc very unpopular in Caftile, chzehy

1

by reafon of his former exactions and impofitions; and the ftates of the kingdom dif-
covered an evident refolution of prti'cs'rmg the txtlc cf Philip and ;o in, In order 500,
to take advantage of thefe favourable di ;‘o{itiors, the archduke, now King of
Caftile, attended with his confort, embarked for Spain during the winter feafon
and meeting with a violent tempe"z in the channel, was obliged to take fhelier

in the harbour of V\'eymou*l Sir John Trenchard, a gentleman of authority i
in the county of Dorfet, hearing of a fleet upon the coaft, had affembled fome X
forces ; and being joined by Sir John Cary, who was alfo at the head of an
armed body, he came to that town. Finding, that Philip, in order to relieve his
ficknefs and fatigue, was alrcady come afhore, he invited him to his houfe 3 and

immediately difpatched an exprefs to inform the court of this important incident.

The King feat in all hafte the earl of Arunde! to con: gratulate the archduke on

his arrival in England, and to inform him, tha

t he nttcndcd to pay him a vifit
in perfon, and give him a fuitable reception in his kingdom. Philip knew, that
d therefore, for the fake
of difpatch, he refolved to anticipate his vifit, and to have an interview with

him at Windfor. Henry received him with all the magnificence pofiible, and

(
D
he could not now depart without the Ku g’s confent; an

/

with all the fecming cordiality; but he refolved, notwithi tanding, to extraft

fome advantage from this involuntary vifit, payed him by hb royal gueft.
Epmoxnp dela Pole, earl of Suffolk, nephew to Edward the fourth, qnd bro-
ther to the earl of Lincoln, flain at the b’xttle of Stoke, had fome years before
Killed a man in a fudden fit of paffion, and had been obliged to apply to the S
King for a remiffion of his crime. The I King had granted his requeft; but
buno little indulgent to all perfons conneéted vil.l the houfe of York, he obliged
him to appear upmﬂy in court and plead his pardon. Suffolk more refenting the
affront, than grateful for the favour; had fled into Flanders, and taken fhelter with
his aunt, the dutchefs of Burgundy : But being promifed for: givenefs by the King,
he returned into England, and obtained a new pard ;‘\ctz,l.:.t:.u, however, by the
]

5 natura
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natural inquietude of his temper, and uneafy from 1 he had contracted
}

marriage, he agail an elopement into

o7

by his expences at princ

Flanders. uainted with the general difcontent which pre-
; o
]

vailed agai his incident, which might be-

come of artifices to elude the efforts of
his enemie covernor of the caftle of Hammes,
to fly from his charge, and to infinuate himfelt
by making him a tender of his fervices. Upon information fecretly conveyed
V Curfon, the King feized William Courtney, earl of Devonfhire, his brother
in law, married to the lady Catherine, daughter of Edward the fourth; Wil-
liam de la Pole, brother to the earl of Suffolk ; Sir James Tirrel, and Sir James
Windham, with fome perfons of inferior quality 5 and he committed them all
to cuftody. The lord Abergavenny and Sir Thomas Green were alfo appre-
hended ; but were foon after freed from their confinement. William de la Pole
was retained in prifon during a long time : And the earl of-Devonthire recovered
not his freedom during the King’s life. But Henry’s chicf feverity fell upon
Sir James Windham, and Sir James Tirrel, who were both brought to their
trial; condemned, and executed : The fate ‘of the latter gave univerfal fatif-
$action, on account of his participation in the murther of the young princes,
fons to Edward the fourth, Notwithftanding thefe difcoveries and executions,
Curfon was ftill able to maintain his credit with the earl of Suffolk ; and Henry,
in order to remove all fufpicions, had ordered him to be excommunicated, to-
gether with Suffolk himfelf, for his pretended rebellion. But after that traitor
had performed all the fervices expected from him, he fuddenly deferted t
and came over to England, where the King received him with unufual marks of

into the confidence of Suffolk,

favour and confidence. Suffolk, aftonithed at this inftance of perfidy, findin

W0

even that the dutchefs of Burgundy, tired with fo many fruitlefs attempts, ha
become indifferent to his caufe, fled fecretly into France, thence into Germany,
and returned at laft into the Low Countries ; where he was protected, th&
not countenanced, by the archduke Philip, then in clofe alliance with the king.
Henry negleted not the prefent opportunity of complaining to Philip of
the reception, which Suffolk had met within his dominions. ¢ I really thought,”
replied the King of Caftile, * that your greatnefs and felicity had fet you far
« above apprehenfions from any perfon of fo little confequence : But to gve
« you fatisfaction, 1 fhall banifh him my {tate. y
« your complaifance farther,” faid the King: ¢ 1 defire to have Suffolk put
>

2

<l

<« T expect, that you will carr
.

-~

¢ into my hands, ‘where alone I can depend upon hi ion and obedience.
g !
4

« That meafure,” faid Phillip, ¢ will reflect dithonour upon you as well as
« myfelf,
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« myfelf. You will be thought t6 have ufed me as a prifoner.”” < Then the

—

3 4| ik #
will take ti

F

¢t matter is at an end,” replied the King, for ]
« me; and fo your honour is faved *.” The, king of Ca
undef a neceflity of complying ; but he firft exafled Henry’s
would fparé Suffolk’s life. That nobleman was invited over to It
as if the King would grant him a pardon, by the interceffien of his

and ally. Upon his appearance, he was committed to the Tower} th
King of Caftile, having fully fatisfied Henry, as well by this con 1, 2

by figning a treaty of commerce between England and Caftile, which was

advantageous to the former kingdom -, was at laft allowed to. depart, af

ftay of three months. He landed in Spain, was joyfully received by the Catti-
lians, and put in pofieflion of the throne. He died foon after ; and Joan, his

widow, falling into deep melancholy, Ferdinand was again enabled to re inftate
himfelf in his authority, and to govern, till the day of his death, the whole
Spanifth monarchy.

Tue King {urvived thefe tranfactions two years; but little memorable occurrs
in the remaining part of his reign, except his affiancing his fecond daughter Mary
with the young archduke Charles, fon of Philip of Caftile. He entertained alfo
fome intention of marriage for himfelf; firft with the queen dowager of Naples,

relict of Ferdinand ; afterwards with the dutchefs dowager of Savoy, daughter of

Maximilian, and fifter of Philip. But the decline of hishealth put anendtoall .. ,

I
pre i)LLL to 1::11?.

red a very dilma

the iniquities and feveritics of his reign rend

fuch thoughts ; and he began to caft his eye towards that future exiftence, which th
1 1
i

To allay the terrors, under which he Jaboured, he endeavoured, by diftributing
of ‘alms and founding of religious houfes; to make attonement for his crimes,

dal
and to purchafe, with the facrifice of part of his ill-gotten treafures, a recon-

cilement to his offended Maker. ~ Remorfe even feized him by intervals for the
ficient to make him

abufes of his authority by Empfon and Dudley 5 but not fu
ftop the rapacious hand of thofe opprefiors. Sir William Capel was again fined
two thoufand pounds under fome frivolous pretences, and was' committed to the

Tower for daring’to murmur againft: that iniquity. . -Harris,
London, was indicted, and died of vexation before his trial came to a
B

Lawrence Ailmer, who had been mayor, and his two fheriffs, wer

“) 24 ~ o X .3 b o= - S A ST Y
heavy fines, and fent to prifon, till they made payn
) ? I Y i

tenance to all thefe oppreffions ; till death, by its nearer approaches,
new terror upon him; and he then ordered, by a general claufe in his will, that

1 reftitution

o

* Bacon, p.633- 4 Rymer, vol, 13. p. 142,

—t
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Chap. 1L reftitution fhould be made to all thofe whom he had injured. He died of a

1509.

confumption at his favourite palace of Richmond, after a reign of twenty-three

ath 1

years and eight months, and in the fifty-fecond year of his age T.

Tae reign of Henry the {feventh was, in the main, fortunate for his people

at home, and honourable abroad. He put an end to the civil wars with which

And charaéter the nation had been long harraffed, he maintained peace and order in the ftate,

he deprefled the former exorbitant power of the nobility, and, together with the

friendthip of fome foreign princes, he acquired the confideration and regard of all.

He loved peace without fearing war; tho® agitated with continual fulpicions of

his fervants and minifters, he difcovered no timidity either in the conduct of

i his affairs, or in the day of battle ; and tho® often fevere in his punifhments, he

was commonly lefs attuated by revenge than by the maxims of policy. The

fervices, which he rendered the people, were derived from his views of private

intereft, rather than the motives of public fpirit ; and where he deviated from

felfith regards, it was unkrown to himfelf, and ever from the malignant pre-

judices of faction or the mean projects of avarice ; not from the fallies of paf-

fion, or allurements of pleafure; @till lefs, from the benign motives of friendfhip

and generofity.  His capacity was excellent, but fomewhat contralted, by the

narrownefs of his heart he poffeffed infinuation and addrefs, but never em-

ployed thefe talents, except where fome great point of interell was to be gained ;

and while he neglected to conciliate the affections of his people, he often felt the

Wil danger of refting his authority on their fear and reverence alone. He was always

i extremely attentive to his affairs, but poffeffed not the faculty of feeing far into

futurity 5 and was more expert at providing a remedy for his miftakes than judi-

cious in avoiding them. Avarice was on the whole his ruling paffion*® ; and

, he remains an inflance, almoft fingular, of a man, placed in a high ftation, and

i poffeffed of talents for great affairs, in whom that paffion predominated above

i ambition. Even among private perfons, avarice is commonly nothing but a

fpecies of ambition, and is chiefly incited by the profpeét of that regard, dif-
tin@ion and confideration which are derived from riches.

Taue power of the Kings of England had always been fomewhat irregular or

difcretionary ; but was fcarce ever fo abfolute during any reign as during that of

Henry.

- l -

1 Dugd. baronage IL. p. 237.
* Asa proof of Henry’s attention to the {malleft profits, Bacon tells us, that he had feen a book
of Accompts kept by Empfon, and fubfcribed in almott every leaf by the King’s own hand. Among

i 1

Bl other articles was the following. ¢ Irem, Received of fuch a one five marks for a pardon, which, if
« it do not pafs, the money to be repayed, or the party otherwife fatisfiec »  Oppofite to this memo-
randum, the King had wrote with his own hand, * otherwife fatisfied,” Bacon, p. 630.
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Henry. Befides the perfonal charater of the man, full of vigour, induftry, and Chep 1I
feverity, deliberate in all projeéts, fteady in every purpofe, and attended with caution, '3
as well as good fortune, in each enterprize; hecame to the throne after long and

bloody civil wars, which had deftroyed all the great nobility, who alone could refift

the encroachments of his authority : The nation was tired with difcord and inteftine
convulfions, and willing to fubmit to U.urpatlon and even injuries, rather than

plunge themfelves anew into like miferies : The fruitlefs efforts made againft him

ferved always, as is ufual, to confirm his authority: As he ruled by a faétion,

and the leffer faction, all thofe on whom he conferred offices, fenfible that they

owed every thing to his protetion, were content to fupport his power, tho’ at

the expence of juftice and national privileges : Thefe feem the chief caufes which

at this time beflowed on the crown fo confiderable an addition of prerogative, and
rendered the prefent reign a kind of epoch in the Englith conftitution.

[

Turs prince, tho’ he exalted his own prerogative above law, is celebrated by
his hiftorian for many good laws, which he caufed to be enaéted for the govern-
ment of his fubjefls.. Several confiderable regulations, indeed, are found among
the ftatutes of this reign, both with regard to the police of the kingdom, and
its commerce : But the former are commonly contrived with much better judge-
ment than the latter. « The more fimple ideas of order and equity are fufficient His laws,
to guide a legiflator in every thing that regards the internal adminiftration of
juftice : But the principles of commerce are much more complicated, and require
long, experience and deep reflection to be well underftood in any ftate. The “real
confequence of a law or prattice is there often contrary to firft a

-l

ppearances.
No wonder, that during the reign of Henry the feventh, thefe matters were
often mifunderftood ; and it may fafely be affirmed, that even in the age of
lord Bacon, very imperfect and erroneous ideas were formed on that fubject

Earvy in Henry’s reign, the authority of the Star Chamber, which was be-
fore founded on common law and very ancient pra&ice, was in fome cafes con-
firmed by act of Parliament *: Lord Bacon extols the ufe of this court; but
men began, during the age of that hiftorian, to feel that fo arbitrary a jurif-
diction was totally incompatible with Jiberty ; and in proportion as the fpirit of
independance rofe ftill higher in the nation, the averfion againft it increafed, till
it was entirely abolithed by act of Parliament in the reign of Charles the firft,
a little before the commencement of the civil wars.

Laws were paffed in this reign, ordering the King’s fuit for murder to be car-
ried on within a year and day +. Formerly, it dld not ufually commence till
3 after

* Rot. Parl. 3. H. 7. n, 17: A H 7 o apn




Chap. IIL

1509.

62 HISTORY oF ENGLA N D.
after that term 3 and as the friends of the perfon murdered, in the interval, often
al - to paf: thed.

compounded matters with the criminal, that crime w

k
Suits were given to the poor in_forma pauperis, as it is calle 1: That is, without
1

paying dues for the writs, or any fees to the council +: A good law at all times,

n the people laboured under the oppreffion of the

" Y } d ,.,,‘ 5 ~A1ETON /3 11 G 1,,
great; but a law very difficult to be reduced to execution. A 1AW Was made
againft carrying off any woman by force . The benefit of clergy was abridged §,
and the criminal,- on the frft offence, was ordered to be burned in the hand
with a letter marking his crime 5 after which, he was punifhed capitally for every

efpecially in that age,” ¥

new offence. This law was much too indulgent, yet was in thofe days regarded
as a violation of the rights of the church.  Sheriffs were no longer allowed to fine
any - perfon, without previoudly fummoning him before their court |. It is
firange, that fuch a practice fhould ever have prevailed. ~Attaint of juries was
granted 1n cafes which exceeded forty pounds value **. A law which has an ap-
pearance of equity, but which was afterwards found inconvenient, ~ Aftions po-
pular were not allowed to bé eluded by fraud or covin. If any fervant of the
King confpired againft the life of the fteward, treafurer, or comptroller of the
King’s houfe, this defign, tho’ not followed by any execution, was made liable
to the punifhment of felor

wy . This ftatute was procurcd by the jealoufy of
f

S
1UCT 5.
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archbithop Morton, who found himfelf expofed to the enmity of great num

Tuers fcarce paffed any feflion during this reign without fome ftatute againft

o
engaging retainers, and giving them badges or liveries 13 = practice, by
which they were, in a manner, inlifted under fome great lord, and were keptin

readinefs to affift him in all wars, ini

ing evidence for him in courts of juftice

T o DR MGG, TRl PO . PR ' S = W g 1
arifen dyring turoulent times, wnen the law Ccould
X

dinE

and it required

¢ it. There is -a ftory of his

(hat

G B A R S = e < {
e, tho’ it is commonly cited as an inftance of
1 3

o1 1o favou e senet chon
Oxfore 3 his favourite general, to whom
e o oaon coiet and dafeeived  toall o2l Pt R . 1.1

he always gave great and delerved truil, having fplendidly entertained him at

firous of makinc a fhow of his magnificence at

U a A
o 5

retainers, with toew liveries

1€l appearance o ieht be 'Mmore
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e ar}d yeomen, whom I fee on both fides of me, are furely your menial fervants,”
§ {n U,cd, and confefled that his fortune was too narrow for fuch m wnifi-
cence. ‘¢ They are moft of them,”’ iubjowled he, ‘“ my retainers, who arc come

«¢ to do me fervice at fuch a time, when the) knew I was honoured with vour

“ majefty’s prefence.” The King ftarted a little, and m » ¢ By my faith, my
£ 10 \d, I thank you for my good cheer, but I muft not allow my laws to be broken

* in my fight. My attorney muft fpeak with you.” Oxford is faid to have

payed no lefs than fifteen thoufand marks, a

7]

a compofition for his offence.
Tuz encreale of the arts, more effeétu ally than all the feverities of laws, put an
end to this perniciou ¢ti

e 11

The not “J ty, inftead of vying with each f,ther,

] n “_':b rai olc ir retainers, acquired a more c'vmz'd {pecies of
on, and avo ecell in the fplendour and elegance of their equi-

ables. The common people, no longer maintained in a vi-

o)
o
w
=
=
o
——
w
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—
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o
o
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s, were ob hl;ci to learn fome calling or induftry,

AWIC Y
and became ufeful both to themfelves and others. And it muft be acknowledged,

in {k ite of thofe who declaim fo Vl(,)'ltjlnl/ againft the refinement of the art:, or whag
they are pleafed to call luxury, that, as much as an induftrious tradef:

nan is both a
better man and a better citizen that one of thofe idle retainers

» who formerly de-
pendedon the great families ; as much is the life of a modern nob.cman more lau-
dable than that of an antient baron.

Burt the moft lﬂ'l}‘O"[d.ﬂt law in its "OH(C(“U;DCC" w ’HCxl was enacte

iac

d ":u:‘i;‘:q the
reign of Henry, was that by which the nobility and gentry acquired

At iaeh aigatho.  asit o fe go ino their eftates +- B;s N

ntienct €l L.u.", and or ape I"qu){ _’I clcates 7. J/ means of this
& .

the beginning ry and refinements of the age, the great fortunes

were gradua and the pr operty of the commons en-

It is probable, that He enry forefaw and mtcndcd thi

{118 coniec~

aufe the conflant fcheme of his policy confifted in dyp"eﬁ"mg the
urd::ncn, lawyers, and men of new families, who were

b

I love of mone
I 10VE O mone !
encreafed his cuftoms 3 but, if we may judge by moft of the la

irally led him to encourage commerce, which
e laws enacted duri
his reign, trade and induftry were rather 1:;1‘1‘ than promoted by the

L2 4 1
attention which were given to them. Severe

AWs were mad

l:
denominated 'JILH ¥

gor

tereft for money, wi

Al was

change were pn;hi;:it:c,!, as favouring of ufury §, whicl

age zealoully profcribed.  All evafive contracts, b by w lm
from the Io;‘n of money, were alfo (‘;n‘vf‘uiiy guarded ag
obferve how unreafonable and iniquitous thefe laws, how impofiible to be exe-
cuted, and how hurtful to trade, if they could take place. We may obferve,
however,
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Chap. III. however, to the praife of this King, that fometimes, in order to promote comi-
- B merce, he lent to merchants {ums of money, without intereft ; when he knew, that
B % o - . . ' Mty i

their ftock was not fufficient for thofe enterprizes, which they propofed to undertake®.

[ SO0,
i

Laws were made againft the exportation of money, plate, or bullion F:
A precaution, which {erves no other purpofe than to nake more be exported.
But fo far was the anxiety on this head carried, that merchant alicns, who im-
ported commodities into the kingdom, were obliged to inveft, in Englifh com-
modities, all' the money acquired by their fales, in order,to prevent their convey-
ing away the money in a clandeftine manner .
| FHorses we:e forbid to be exported 5 as if that- exportation did not encourage

i the breed, and render them more plentiful §. To promote archery, no bows
et were to be fold at a higher price that fix fhillings and four pence [ reducing
| money to the denomination of our time. The only effect of this regulation muft
be either that the people would be fupplied with bad bows or none at all. - Prices
were alfo affixed to woollen cloath #**, to caps and hats 4+ : ‘And labourers wages
It were regulated by law i1. . It is evident, that thefe circumftances ought always
b to be left free; and muft be trufted to the common courfe of bufinefs and com-
| nerce.  To fome it may appear furprizing, that the price of a yard of fearlet

cloth fhould be limited to fix and twenty thillings, that of a yard of coloured

1
|

higher prices than thefe commodities bear at prefent: And

£ i Lt
Cl Yo X0 (}%1.":\,(? ) 3

that the wagges of a tradefman, fuch as a mafon, bricklayer, tyler, &c. {hould be
regulated at near ten pence a day 3 which is not much inferior tothe prefent wages
given in fome places of England. There isa wulgar error in imagining, that the price
of labour and commodities has in general rifen extremely {ince the difcovery of the
\ ‘ Welt-Indies. The greater induftry of the prefent times has encreafed the number

i of tradefmen.and labourers, fo as to keep wages. nearcr 2 par than could be ex-
petted from the great encreafe of gold and filver. And the additional art em-
st A ployed in the finer manufaétures, has even made fome of thefe commodities fall
‘ below their former value. Not to mention, that merchants and dealers, being
contented with lefs profit than formerly, afford the goods cheaper to their cuftom-
ers. It appears by a ftatute of this reign §§. that goods bought for f{ixteen pence
would fometimes be fold by the merchants for three fhillings. ~The commoditiess
whofe price has chiefly rifen, are butcher-meat, fowl, and fith, (efpecially the latter)
which cannot be much augmented in quantity by the encreafe of art and induftry.
The profeflion which then abounded moft, and was embraced by perfons of the

P - y Ay iy SR g wir{e o e 3
; loweft rank, was the church :- By a claufe of a ftatute, all clerks or ftudents of the
I -2 ol ete forh; . : ol -mifion fron :
| univerfity were forbid to beg, without a permiffion from the vice-chancellor [jf|.
i ONE
* Polyd. Virg. t 4 Bi9icap. 2% t 3H.7. cap: 8 § 11-H. 7 capas I3 H
=, cap: 12 +H. 7, cap. 8 t+ 4 H.7. cap. g it 11 Hew: cap. 22 §§ 4 H.7
cap. g Wi 1. 7. cap. 22
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Oxc great caufe of the low ftate of induftry during this period, was the ridiculous
reftraints put upon it; and the parliament, or rather the King, (for he was the
prime mover in every thing) enlarged a little fome of thefe limitations ; but not
to the degree that was requifite. A ridiculous law had bcen enaéted during the
reign of Henry the fourth ¥, that no man could bind his fon or daughter to an
apprenticefhip, unlefs he was poffefled of twenty fhillings a year in land ; and
Henry the feventh, becaufe the decay of manufactures was complained of in
Norwich from the want of hands, exempted that city from the penalties of this
law +. Afterwards, the whole county of Norfolk obtained a like exemption with
regard to fome branches of the woollen manufalure . Thefe abfurd limita-
tions proceeded from a defire of promoting hufbandry, which however is never
more effectually encouraged than by the encreafe of manufactures. For a like
reafon, the law enacted againft inclofures, and for the keeping up farm houfes §,
fcarce deferves the high praifes beftowed on it by lord Bacon. If hufbandmen
inderftand agriculture, and have a ready vent for their commodities, we need
never dread a diminution of the people, employed in the country. All me-
thods of fupporting populoufnefs, except by the intereft of the proprietors, are
violent and ineffectual. During a century and a half after this period, there was
a continual renewal of laws and ediéts againft depopulation ; whence we may infer,
that none of them were ever executed. The natural courfe of improvement at
laft provided a remedy.

One great check to induftry in England was the erecting corporations ; an abufe
which is not yet entirely corrected. A law was enacted, that corporations thould
not pafsany by-laws without the confent of three of the chief officers of ftate . They
were prohibited to impofe tolls at their gates **. The cities of Glocefter and Wor-
celter had even impofed tolls on the Severne, which were abolifhed ++.

TrEerE is a law of this reign §f, containing a preamble, from which it ap-
pears, that the company of merchant adventurers in London, had, by their own
proper authority, debarred all the other merchants of the kingdom, from trading to
the great marts in the low countries, .unlefs each trader previoufly payed them the
fum of near feventy pounds. It is furprifing that fuch a by-law (if it deferves that
name) could ever be carried into execution, and that the authority of Parliament
fhould be requifite to abrogate it.

It was during this reign, on the fecond of Auguft 1492, a little before fun fet,
that Chriftopher Columbus, a Florentine, fet out from Cadiz on his memorable
voyage for the difcovery of the weftern world ; and a few years after, Vafquez de

K Gama,
¥ rH. 7. capiry. T rrEo% ¢p. 11, £ 1aH-% cap: 1. § 4H.7. cap. 19.
i 19 H. 7. cap. 7. ** 19 H. 7. cap. 8. t++ 19 H. 7, cap. 18. 1t 1z H. 7. cap. 6.
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Chap- 1. Gama, a Portuguefe, pafied the ‘cape of Good Hope, and opened a new paffage
1599  ¢o the Eaft Indies. Thefe great events were attended with the moft important

confequences to all the nations of Europe, even to fuch as were not immediately
concerned in thofe naval enterprizes. The enlargement of commerce and naviga-
tion encreafed induftry and the arts every where : The nobles diffipated their
fortunes in expenfive pleafures: Men ‘of an inferior rank both acquired a fhare
in the Janded property, and created to themfelves 2 confiderable property of a new

1

kind, in ftock, commodities, art, credit, and cor efpondence. In fome nations the

ileges of the commons encreafed, by thisencreafe of property : In moft nations,
the Kings, finding arms to be dropt by the barons, who could no longer endure
their former rude manner of life, eftablithed ftanding armies, and fubdued the

liberties of the kingdom : But in all places, the condition of the people, from
the depreffion of the petty tyrants, by whom they had formerly been opprefled,

racher than governed, received great improvement, anc they acquired, if not

riv

o]

-

Wil ¢

entire liberty, at leaft the moft confiderable advantages of it. And as the gene-
fal courfe of events thus tended to depre

ofs the nobles and exalt the people, Henry

the feventh, who alfo embraced that {yftem of policy, has acquired more praile,

“ ehan his inftitutions, frictly {peaking, feem of themfelves to deferve, onaccount
of any profound wifdom attending them.

It was by accident only, that the King had not a confiderable hand in thofe

great naval difcoveries, by which the sprefent age was fo much diftinguifhed.
Columbus, after meeting many repulfes from the courts of Portugal and Spain,
font his brother Bartholomew into England, in order to cxplain his projels to
Tenry, and crave his protetion for the execution of them. Henry invited him
to England ; but his brother, in returning to Spain, being taken by pyrates, was
detained in his voyage ; and Columbus, mean-whilé, having obtained the coun=-
tenance of Ifabella, was equipped with a f{mall fleet, and happily -executed his
enterprize. Henry was not difcouraged with this difappointment: He fitted out
Sebaftian Cabot, a Venetian, dwelling in Briftol ; and fent him weftwards in 1498
tn fearch of new countries. Cabot difcovered the main land of America towards
the fixtieth degree of northern latitude : He failed fouthwards along the coaft,
and difcovered Newfoundland, and other countries: But returned to England
vithout making any conqueit or fettlement. Elliot and other merchants inDBrif-
tol made a like attempt in 1502 *

5 : ; :

: he King expended fourteen thoufand
pounds in building one thip called the Great 'Harry . 'This was properly fpeak-
ing the firft ‘Thip in the Englith navy, Before this period, when the prince
anted a feet, he h: Yir corad sitthiir the hirs :

wanted a fleet, he had no other expedient but the hiring thips from the merchants.

Bur

¥ Rymer, vol. XIIi, p. 37. 1 Stowe, p. 484.
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BuT though this improvement of navigation, and the difcovery of both the Indies,

was the moft memorable incident that happened during this or any other period,
it was not the only great event by which the age was diftinguithed. 1In 1453
Conftantinople was taken by the Turks; and the Greeks, among whom fome
remains of learning were ftill preferved, being fcattered by thefe Barbarians, took
thelter in Italy, and imported, together with their admirable language, a tinGture of
their {cience and their refined tafte in poetry and eloquence. ~ About the fame time,
the purity of the Latin tongue was revived, the ftudy of antiquity became fathion-
able, and the efteem for literature gradually propagated itfelf through every
nation of Europe. The art of printing, invented about that time, facilitated
extremely the progrefs of all thefe improvements: The invention of gunpowder
changed the whole art of war: Mighty innovations were foon after made in relj-
gion, fuch as not only affected thofe ftates that embraced them, but even thofe
that adhered to the antient faith and worfhip: And thus a general revolution was
made in human affairs throughout this part of the world ; and men attained that
fitvation with regard to commerce, arts, fciences, government, police, and
cultivation, in which they have ever fince perfevered. Here therefore com-
mences the ufeful, as well as agreeable part of modern annals; certainty has
place in all the confiderable, and even moflt of the minute parts of hiftorical
narration ; a great variety of events, preferved by printing, give the author the
power of felefting, as well as adorning, the facts, which he relates; and as
ach incident has a reference to our prefent manners and fituation, inftru@ive
leflons occur every moment during the courfe of the narration. Whoever carries
his anxious refearches into preceding periods is moved by a curiofity, liberal in-
deed and commendable ; not by any neceflity for acquiring a knowledge of public
affairs, or the arts of civil government.

Chap. III.
1509,
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Popularity of the new King.
Empfon and Dudley.
SFulius the fecond, League of Cambray. War with France.

Expedition to Fontarabia.——Deceit of Ferdinand, Return

of the Englifh, Leo the tenth. A Parliament. War with

His miniflers.

Punifhment of

King’s marriage. Foreign affairs.———

Scotland. Wolley  minifier. His charaller. Invafion of
France. Battle of Guinegate. Battle of Flouden, Peace

with France.

THE death of Henry the feventh had been attended with as open and vi- tchik
fible a joy as decency would permit ; and the acceffion and coronation of
his fon, Henry the eighth, {pread univerfally a declared and unfeigned pypytaricy of

fatisfation. Inftead of a monarch, jealous, fevere, and avaritious, who, in the newKing.

proportion as he advanced in years, was finking ftill deeper in thofe unpopular

vices; ayoung prince of eighteen had fucceeded to the throne, who, even in the

eyes of men of fenfe, gave very promifing hopes of his future condu@, much

more




His minifters.

-
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more in thofe of the people, always enchanted with nov

Ity, youth, and royal
with dexterity in

dignitys «+ The beauty and vigour of his~perfon, accompanied

1 .r e Xt e ol Dt o AL g cdi
every manly exeretie, was fartheér adorned - with a bléoming and ruday eounte-
nance, with a lively air, with the appearance of {pirit and altivity in all his.de-
meanour *. His father, in order to remove him from the knowledge of public
bu had hitherto occupied him entirely ia the ftudy of literature; and the
proficiency, which he made, gave no bad prognoftic of his parts and capacity ;
Even the vices of vehemences ardour, ané impatience, to which he'was fubject,
and which afterwards degenerated into tyranny, were interpreted only as faults,

1

incident to unguarded youth, which would be corre€ted, when time had brought
him to greater moderation and maturity. And as the contending; titles of York
and Lancafler were now at laft fully united in bis perfon, men juftly expected
from a prince, obnoxious to no party, that impartiality of adminiftration, which
had fo long been unknown in England.

Tue favourable prepoffeflions of the public were encouraged by the meafures,

which Henry embraced in the commencement of his reign. His grandmother,
the countefs of Richmond and Derby, was flill alive ; and as_fhe was a woman much
celebrated for prudencs and virtue, bie very wifcly fhewed great deference to her
opinion in the eftablifiment of his new council. The members were, Warham,
of Shrewfbury, fteward;
ter of the wards and confta-
ble of the Tower ;.Sit Edward: Poymngs, knight of the garter, comptrolier; Sir
Henry Marney, afterwards lord Marney 5 Sic. Thomas. Darcy, afterwards lord
Darcy ; Thomas Ruthal, do&or of laws; and Sir Henry Wyat L.
had been long accuftomed to affairs under the late King, and were the leaft uns
popular of all the minifters employed by that moenarch.

archbithop of Canterbury, and changellor3-the earl
L J

¥

jord Herbert, chamberlain 3 Sir Thomas Lovel, ma

Thefe men

Bur the chief competitors for favour. and authority under the new King were
the ear} of Surrey, treafurer, and’ Fox,. bifhep of Winchefter, fecretary and privy
{eal. This prelate; who bad enjoyed great credit durings all the formerreign,
had acquired fuch habits of caution and frugality as hie could not eafily lay afide s
and he ftill oppofed, by his remonftrances, thofe fchemes of diffipation and ex- .
pence, which the youth and paffions of Henry rendered agreeable to him. Byt
Surrey was a more dextrous courtiers and tho” few had borne a greater {hare in
the frugal politics of the laft King, he knew how to conforni himfelf to the hu-
mours of his new mafter ; and no one was fo forward in promoting that liberas
lity, pleafure, and magnificence, which began to prevail under the young mo-
narch §. By this policy he ingratiated himfelf” with Henry; he made profit, as

well

I t Herbert, Stow, p. 486. Tolling-

* T, Meri, Lucubr. p. 182, + Father Paul, 1ib. 1
fued; p. 799. § Lord Herbert.
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fairs, and ml ing to entrult the government of the ftate entire ly into the hands

of his minifters. The immenfe treafures, amafied by the late King, were gra-
dually diffipated in the giddy expences of Henry. One party of pleafure fuc-

e ] SR e B
ceeded another : Tilts, tournaments and caroufcls were exhibited with all the

1H 3 A . + ~111tl3 £ e 2 e e
lificence of thatage: And as the prefent tranquillity of the public pes

the ceurt ito-indulge itfelf in every amufement,

ttended to. - Or if the King intermitted the courf

Inmaci! chiefly in an application to mufic and literature,

purfuits; and which were well adapted to hig genius.

made !uc

ficiency in the former art, as even to com pofe fome pieces of church ¢
which were fung in his chapel +. He was initiated in the elegant learning of the
antients. And tho’ he was fo uafortunate as to be feduced into 2 ftudy of the
batren controverfies of the {chools, which were then fathionable, and had chofen
Thomas Aquinas for his favourite author, he fiill difcovered a ccmcuy fitted fo
more ufeful and entertaining knowledge.

Tue frank and carelefs humour of the King, as it led him to diffipate

all :.ﬂe
trealures, amafled by his father, rendered hl:n negligent in protecting thP mx’*"x
ments, whom that prince had employed in his extortions. A pror amation be-
ing iffued to encourage complaints, the rage of the people was let loofe on all the

delators and informers, who had fo long exercifed an unb

rot

T rborE vy P .
ounded tyranny over t
J J

nation * : They were thrown into prifon, condemned to the pillory, and n
of them loft their lives from the violence of the p populace. En mpfon a MIS Dudley

v

who were ‘moft expofed to public hatred, were immediately cited before the of in
ouncil, ‘in order to anfwer for their conduct, which had rendered them fo ob
noxious. Empfon made a fhrewd apology for himfelf, as well as for his
affociate.  He told the council, that fo far from his being j\,nu) expofed to

cenfure for his paft condu&, his enemies themfelves grounded their clamour on
aitic*q which feemed rather to merit reward and a ipprobation :

i

xecution of law was the crime, of which he and Dudley were

./

that law had been eftablifhed by the VOIdﬂtmy confent of
they had a&ed in obedience to the King, to whom the adm
was entrufled by the conftitution: That it belonged not to
{truments in the hands of the fupreme power, to determine
cent or obfolete, expedient or hurtful ; fince the y were all

—te
[«
=l
[l
[
o
[
o

It * Herbert, Stow, p. 486. Hollingthed, p. 7g9. Pol. Virg. Iib. 27
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ed unrepealed by the legiflature : That it was natural for a
Sulace to murmur againft the reftraints of authority 5 but all wife
made their glory to confift in the juft diftribution of reward and
punifh and had annexed the former to the obfervance and enforcement of
the laws, the latter to their violation and infra&ion: And thata fudden over-

3 1

throw of all government might be expected ; where the judges were committed
to the mercy of the criminals, the rulers to that of the fubjects T

NoTWITHSTANDING this defence, Empfon and Dudley were fent to the
Tower 3 and foon after brought to their trial.  The ftri& execution of laws,
however obfolete, could never be imputed to them as a crime in a court of ju-
dicature 3 and it is likely, that even where they had exercifed arbitrary power,
the King, as they had a&ed by the fecret commands of his father, was not
willing to have their condué& expofed to too {evere a ferutiny.  In order, there-
fore, to gratify the people with the punifbment of thefe obnoxious minifters,
crimes very improbable, or indeed abfolutely impoflible, were charged upon
them, that they had entered into a confpiracy againft the King, and had intended,
on the death of the late King, to have feized by force the adminiftration of the
government. The jury were fo far moved by popular prejudices, joined
to court influence, as to give fentence againft them; which was afterwards con-
firmed by a bill of attainder in Parliament *  and, at the earneft defire of the
people, was executed by wa rant from the King. Thus, in thofe arbitrary times,
juftice was equally violated, whether the King fought power and riches, or courted
popularity.

Tuxr King, while he punithed the inftruments of paft tyranny, had yet fuch
deference to former engagements as to deliberate, immediately after his acceflion,
concerning the confummation of his marriage with the infanta Catherine, to
whom he was affianced during his father’s lifetime. Her former marriage with
h's brother, and the inequality of their years, were the chief objeltions, which
were urged againft the efpoufing her : But on the other hand, the advantages of
her known wvirtue, modefty, and {weetnefs of difpofition were infifted on; the
affection which fhe bore the King ; the large dowry to which (he was entitled
as princcfs of Wales; the intereft of cementing a clofe alliance with Spain; the

neceflity

+ Herbert, Hollingfhed, p. 804.

* This Parliament met on the 21ft January, 1510. A law was there ena@ed, in order to prevent
fome abufes which had prevailed during the late reign. The forfeiture upon the penal ftatutes Was
reduced to the term of three years. Cofts and damages were given againft informers upon acquital
of the accufed : More fevere punifhments were enacted againft perjury: the falfe inquifitions procuicd
by Empfon and Dudley were declared null and invalid, Traverfes were allowed ; and the time of
wendering them enlarged. 1.H.8.c 8,10, 11, 12,
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neceflity of finding fome confederate to counterballance the power of France; C 2p;
the expediency of fulfilling the engagements of the late King. When thefe 15
confiderations were weighed, they determined the councily tho’ contrary to the
opinion of the primate, to give Henry their advice for compleating the marriage ; June 3
which was done accordingly.  The countefs of Richmord, who had concurred
in the fame fentiments, died foon after the marriage of her grandfon.

Tre popularity of Henry’s government, his indifputed title to the throne,
his extenfive authority, his large treafures, the tranquillity of his fubjetts, were
circumftances which rendered his domeftic adminiftration eafy and profperous :
The fituation of foreign affairs was no lefs happy and defirable. Italy continued s o
ftill, as during the late reign, to be the center of all the wars and negotiations {;ﬂrs‘g‘
of the European princes ; and Henry’s alliance was courted by both fides ; at the
fame time, that he was not engaged by any immediate intereft or neceflity to
take part with either. Lewis the twelfth of France, after the conqueft of Milan,
was the only great prince who pofieffed any territory in Italy ; and could he have
remained in tranquillity, he was enabled by his fituation to prefcribe laws to all
the Iralian princes and republics, and to hold the ballance among them. But the
defire of making a conqueft of Naples, to which he had the fame title or pre-
tenfion with his predeceffor, ftill engaged him in new enterprizes; and as he
ferefaw oppofition from Ferdinand, who was conne®ed both by treaties and

afbinity with Frederic of Naples, he endeavoured, by the offers of intereft, to
which the ears of that monarch were ever open, to eng

1510:

age him in an oppofite
confederacy. He fettled with him a plan for the partition of the Kingdom of
Naples and the expulfion of Frederic: A plan, which the politicians of that age
regarded as the moft egregious imprudence in the French monarchy and the
bafeft treachery in the Spunith. = Frederic, fupported only by fubjects, who were
cither difcontented with his government, or indifferent about his fortunes, was
unable to rebift fo powerful a confederacy, and was ‘deprived of his dominions :
But he had the fatisfaction to fee Naples immediately prove the fource of con-
tention among his enemies, Ferdinand gave fecret orders to his general, Gonfalvo,
whom the Spaniards honour with the appellation of the great captain, to attack
the armies of Frince, and make himfelf mafter of all the dominions of Naples.
Gonfalvo prevailed in every enterprize, defeated the French in two pitched
battles, and enfured to his prince the entie pofleflion of that fine kingdom.
Lewis, unable to procure redrefs by force of arms, was obliged to enter into a
fruitlefs negotiation with Ferdinand for the recovery of his fhare of the partition ;-
L

and




Julius the 2d.

=

oy HISTORY oF ENGL AND.

andvall Taly, during fome time, Was held in fufpence between thefe two power-
ful monarchs.

Tugre fcarce has been any period, when the ballance ‘of power was better
fecured in Europe, and feemed more able to maintain itfelf, without any anxious
concern or attention of the princes. Several great monarchies were eftablifhed 5
and no one fo far furpiffed the reft ‘as to give any foundation, or even pretence,
for jea]oufy. England was united in domeftic peace, and by its fituation happily
fecured from the invafion of foreigners. The coalition of the feveral kingdoms
of Spain, had formed one powerful monarchy, which Ferdinand adminiftered
with arts, fraudulent iideed and deceitful, but full of vigour and ability. Lewis
the twelfth of France, a gallant and generous prince, by efpoufing Anne of
Britanny, widow to his predeceffor, had preferved ‘the union with that princi-
pality, on which the fafety of his kingdom fo much depended. Maximilian,
the emperor, befides the hereditary dominions of the Aultrian family, main-
tained authority in the empire, and notwithftanding his levity of difpofition, was
able to unite the German princes in any great plan of intereft, at leaflt, of de-
fence. Charles, prince of Caftile, grandfon to Maximilian and Ferdinand, had
already fucceeded to the fich dominions of the houfe of Burgundy ; and being
as yet in early youth, the government was entrufted to Margaret of Savoy, his
aunt, a princefs endowed with fignal prudence and virtue. The internal force
of thefe feveral powerful ftates, which ballanced each other, might long have
maintained general tranquillity, had not the altive and enterprizing genius of
an ambitious pontiff firft excited the flames of war and difcord among them.

ALEXANDER the fixth was dead 5 a man of a fingular charalter, and, except-
ing his fon Cefar Borgia, almoft the only man who ever joined great capacity
with the blackeft vices and the moft abandoned profligacy of manners. After a
{hort interval, Julius the fecond had fucceeded to the papal throne, who, tho’
endowed with many virtues, gave almoft as'much fcandal to the world as his de-
tefted predeceflor: His virtues were deemed unfuitable to his ftation of fovereign
pontiff, the {piritual judge and common father of all chriftians. Animated with
an nncxtingui{hable thirft of glory, inflexible in his fchemes, undaunted in
his enterprizes, indefatigable in his purfuits 3 magnanimous, imperious, domi-
necring 3 his vaft foul broke thro® all the fetters, which old age and a pricltly

character impofed upon it, and, during his pontificate, kept the world in perpe-
tual agitation. By his_intrigues, a lcague had been formed at Cambray. *, be-
tween himfelf, Maximilian the emperor, Lewis the twelfth of France, and Fer-

dinand

% In 1508,
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dinand of Arragon; and the object of this great confederacy was to overwhelm,
by their united arms, the commonwealth of Venice.

Tais illuftrious commonwealth, the great bulwark of Europe againft the Bar-
barians, and the admired model of civil polity, ‘had rifen to a confiderable power,
and began to make a figure, which during that age bore fome proportion to that
of the great monarchies. ' Her riches furpafied thofe of any European city,
finances were great, her commerce extenfive, her naval power formidable,
armies numerous and well fupplied. Trufting only to her own powery f(he had
neglected to maintain a cordial friendfhip with any other ftate ; and by the endlefs

political fufpicions, which fhe entertained even of her allies, fhe had taught them

he
1
1

16T

to regard her progrefs with like jealoufy. No ftate could reafonably complain of

any injufticeand ufurpations in her meafures : But as great monarchs never fee with-
out dlﬁ sleafure a republic nearly on' a level with thcmfelves, it was eafy for Julius,
by his negotiations among the European princes, to compleat his {cheme of
confederacy againft her. Ferdinand defired to wreft from the Venetians fome
towns on the coaft of Naples, which his predeceffor had voluntarily, for money,
configned into their hand : Lewis propofed to recover a part of the territory of
\/Illan, which he himfelf had delivered to them by treaty : Maximilian laid
claim to great part of their dominions, which they had acquired from petty
princes or tyrants, that had formerly, as he pretended, in fome diftant period,
ufurped them from the empire: The pope, from like pretences, challenged ano-
ther part of their dominions, as the patrimony of the church. In order to cover
the fchame of this confederacy, the cardinal d’Amboife, ‘prime minifter of France,
had met at Cambray with Margaret of ‘Savoy, under colour of accommodating
a difference between her and the duke of Gueldersy and it was there, that
the alliance againft Venice was (ccr;\c?y figned by the contrafling powcrs-, and
all the meafures of operation concerted *

Tue Venetians were apprifed c-'f t‘no?r danger, and prepared themfelves for re-

fiftance. 'They provided every means of defence, except’ the moft effential,

brave and warlike forces, which it is impoffible to raife, where the ideas of

military glory are Lxrnmu":ed, and men have, from long habit, acquir=:d
- {;
i

field an army of 40,000 men

under expe: 10 and Bartholomew Alviano ;

and hop=d, that fo great a f 1 from the invafion of Lf:ms‘,
who had led an army into It

But the

marti.1 nobility gn, utterly difcom-
fited thefe enervated forces; and in the ation of Ghierradadda they power and
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glory of Venice, the refult of eonfummate wifdom, and the work of  ages,
{uffered in one day a cheque, which it has never yet been able thoroughly to
recover *. Difmayed with this lofs, the Venetians took a hafty refolution of
abandoning all their dominions on the continent of Ttaly ; and they accordingly
withdrew their garrifons from every place, and freed their fubjeéts from their
oaths of allegiance. Lewis immediately put himfelf in poflcfiion of Cremona;
Bergamo, Brefcia, Creme, and all the places which had been difmembered from
the Milanefe. Even Verona, Padua, Vicenza, and other towns, which, by the
treaty of Cambray, fell under the partition of Maximilian, offered to open their
gates to the French monarch. Had Maximilian, inftead of wafting his time at
Trent, led his forces early into Italy, anend had been put for ever to the power
and dominion of Venice. But Lewis, well acquainted with the ficklenefs and
inconftancy of that prince, was determined to give him no pretext for deferting
his alliance ;5 and therefore ordered the magiftrates of thofe towns to make their
fubmiflions to the emperor, whom, he told them, they were now to regard as
their lawful fovereign +. The Venetian fenate, obferving thofe delays, and re-
marking the extreme regret, which their fubjects difcovered on lofing their mild'
and equitable government §, began again to afflume courage, and reinftated:
themfelves in the dominion of thofe cities, which they had. abandoned:. From
this time, their prudence and found policy gave a cheque to the malignity of their
fortune and the fuperiority of their enemies. They voluntarily made a facrifice
to Ferdinand of thofe towns, which he laid claim to, and thereby detached him
from the alliance §. They gratifted the ambition of the Pope by a like facrifices.
and farther flattered his vanity by the loweft obeifance and the moft dutiful fub-
miffions |. After trying like arts with Maximilian, and finding his pretenfions
to be utterly exorbitant, they rouzed their patriot {pirit, and prepared themfelves
for refiftance, with a courage, which, tho’ ill feconded by the unwarlike genius
of their people, might have done honour to the Roman fenate during the moft
flourifhing period of the republic.

Tae great force and fecure fituation of the confiderable monarchies, prevented
any one of them from afpiring to any conqueft of moment; and tho’ this con-
fideration could not maintain general peace, or remedy the natural inquietude
of men, it rendered the princes of this age more eafy in deferting engagements
and changing their alliances, in which they were retained more by humour and
caprice than by any natural or durable intereft.  Julius had no fooner humbled
the Venetian republic, than he was infpired with a nobler ambition, that of

expelling

* Seiffel. hift, Louis XIT. St. Gelais, Guicciard. lib. 8.
i 1 Guicciard, lib. 8.

+ Buonacorfi, Petrus de Angleria,
i Bembo.

§ Petrus de Angleria,
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expelling all foreigners from Italy, or, to fpeak in the ftile m’ib«;?c:ﬁ; .by thc» Tta-
lians of that age, the freeing that country entirely from the dominion of the
Barbarians *. He was determined to make the tempeft fall firlt upon Lewis;
and in order to pave the way for this great enterprize, he at once fought for

a
ground of quarrel with that monarch, and courted the alliance of other prince

2N

He declared war againft the Duke of Ferrara, the clofeft confederate of Lewis.
e follicited the favour of England, by fending Henry a facred rofe, perfumed
with mufk and anointed with chrifm +. He engaged in his intereft Bambrige,
archbifthop of York, and Henry’s ambafiador at Rome, whom he foen after
created cardinal. He drew over Ferdinand to his fide, tho® that monarch, at
firft, made no.declaration of his intentions. And what he chiefly valued, he
framed a treaty with the Swifs cantons, who, enraged by fome neglects put
upon them by L.ewis, accompanied with contumelious expreflions, had deferted
the alliance of France, and
that nation.

Lewis was determined not to abandon the dul

ke of Fetrara, who {uffered
merely for his attachment to the crown of France. Chaumont, his licutenant in

the Milanefe; received orders to defend’ him againft Julius,
by his own dauntlefs fpirit, and confid
fet his enemy at defiance.

{furrounded the pope and all

who, fupported
ing in the facrednefs of his character, had
By a happy and unexpeed movement, Chaumont
his court in Bologna; and had 1}
felf to be amufed by a treaty, which his profound’ refpe@ for the holy
made him the more willing to hearken to, he had been able,
fhed, to have reduced himr to captivity.

1¢ not allowed him-

without any blood-
Finding himfelf expofed to fevere
cenfure for not puthing his advantages, He was agitated with fuch violent regret
that he fell into a languithing illnefs, of which he foon after. died ;
remorfes took place on-his death-bed,

; tho oppofite
and he very humbly craved of his holinefs
a remiffion of his grievous fin, in having at al

I born arms againft him 7.

Whaire the French monarch repelied the attacks of his ene

mies, he thought it
alfo requifite to make an attack cn the pope himfelf, and to defpoil him, as much
as poffible, of that facred chara&er, which chiefly rendered him formida He

engaged fome cardinals, difgufted with the violence of Julius, to defere him
and by their authority, he was determined, in conjun&ion with Maximil an,
who flill adhered to his alliance, to call a general council, which might reform
the church, and check the exorbitancies of the Roman pontiff. A council was

fummoned

P 2 R
* Guicciard. Iib. 8; "abbé du Bos, Hiftoire d3

¢ G

1 Spelman, Concil..vol, z, P 723, gt
la Ligue de Cambray,

waited an opportunity of revenging themfelves on.

ISTIT,
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icious afpect; and
who un-
11 ¢he other pre-
he offspring of
- refidence,
ir {eflion to

ithitanding

~e much more refpec atment frem t'n

and found it neceflary to make ano ove to Lyons *.

>d thefe violent lx‘cjudi”e's in i’avour of yapal autherity,

: , which he difcovered, of regard, deierence, 1 fubmiflion to
Julius, whom he always ip?.rcd, even when fortune ‘m;ﬂ t n into his hands

the moft inviting opportunities of humbling him. And as it was known, that
+}
tao

his confort, wh\, had

ority with him, was extremely ¢ {quieted 1n mind,

on ac

unt of his ;}ii.u.,hici.‘:s with the holy father, all men progrolitica ated to Julius
final fuccefsin this unequal conteft.
THAT entﬂrpri;:iwr pope knew his advantages, and ava iled himfelf of them
ith the utmoft temerity and infolence. So miuch had he neglected his pontifical
chara&er, ‘that he affifted 11 per {on at the fiege of L\'lilklhdola, vifited the

R o - o % °f ¥ pof g R P § GE. | e
trenches, faw fome of his attendants Kilicd Dy

and, like a young fol-
dier, chearfully bore all the ngours of winter and a fevere feafon, in purfuit of
military glory 1 : Yetwas he ftill ableto.throw, even on his moft moderate Oppo-
nents, the charge of impiety and prophan ienefs. Fie fummoned a council at the
1.ateran: He put Pifa under an interdict, an d all the places which gave fhelter to

the fch;imh-txcql council : He e)’commm.cated the. cai

and FALJ&L" s who at-

tended it: Heeven d""‘"‘- ted his fpiritual thunder: inft the princes w ho adhered

to it: He freed their | jects from 2!l oaths Qf

al

-oiance, and gave their do-
minions to every one, who could rake pofleflion of them.

F s rpiNanD of Arragon, who hac qumxcd the firname of the Catholic, re-

carded the caufe of the poj and of rel

as a cover to his ambition and
felfith politics : Henry, naturally fircere and fanguine in his temper, and the
more fo on account of his youth and inexperience, was moved with a hearty de-
fire of prote@ing the pope from that eppreflion, to which he believed him expt ofed
from the ambitious enterprizes of Levis. Ho

ypes had been given him by Julits,
chat the title of the moft Chrifiian King, which had hith¢rto been annexc d to the
crown of France, and which was regirded as its moft precious ornament, Wot uld,
in

G 11, dib. 10, + Guicciardini, lib. 9.
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in reward of his fervices, be transferred to. that of England *. Impatient alfo of Chap. L
1512,

acquiring that diftinétion in Europe, to which his power and opulence entitled
him, he could not long remaim peuter amidft the noife of armsj and the natura]
enmity of the Englith againft France, as well as their antient claims upon that
kingdem, led Henry to join that alliance which the pope, Spain, and Venice had
formed againft the French monarch. A herald was fent to Paris, to exhort
Lewis not to wage impious war againft the pope; and when he returned without
fuccefs, another was fent to make a demand of the antient patrimonial provinces,
-_Anjou, Maine, Guienne, and Nermandy. This meflage was underftood as a W
declaration of war ; and a Parliament, being fummoned, readily granted fupplies

for a purpofe fo much favoured by the Englith nation 7.

Buonaviso, an agent of the pope at London, had been corrupted by the

court of France, and had previoufly revealed to Lewis all the meafures whicl
Henry was concerting againft him. But this infidelity did the King inconfide-
rable prejudice, in comparifon of what he experienced from the felfith purpofes of
the ally, to whom he chiefly trufted for affiftance. Ferdinand, his father-in-law,
had fo long perfevered in a courfe of crooked politics, that he began even to value
himfelf on his dexterity in fraud and artifice ; and he made a boaft of thofe hame-
ful fuccefles. Being told one day, that Lewis the twelfth, a prince of a very
different charalter, had complained that he had once cheated him: ¢ He lics,
¢ the drunkard!” faid he, <1 have cheated him above twenty times.”” This
prince confidered his clofe connexion with Henry, only as the . hi
bled him the better to take advantage of his want of ex
vifed him not to invade France by the way of Calais, where 1 v
have it in his power to aflift him : He exhorted him rather to fend forces to Fon- wo. iiin o
tarabia, whence he could eafily make a conqueft of Guienne, a province, in which, ! ontarabi
it was imagined, the Engiith had fill fome adherents.  He promifed to affift this
conqueft by the junétion of a Spanith army. And fo forward did he feem to
promote-the intereft of his fon-in-law, that he even fent veflels into England, to

ity
tranfport over the forces which. Henry had levied for that purpofe: The marquefs
) Juef

of Dorfet commanded thefe troops, which confifted of ten thoufand men, moftly
infantry ; the lord Howard, fon to the earl of Surrey, -the lord Broke, lord F
rars, and'many others of the young gentry and nobility, accompanied him in thi

et
€
il 11

r-
S

fervice. All were on fire to diftinguifh themfelves by military atchie vements, and
to make a conqueft of importance for their mafter. The fecret purpofe of Ferdi-
nand in this unexampled generofity was {ufpected by no body.
FHE
* Guicciard, lib. 11. P. Daniel, vol. II 8 H {olli i 3
uie » 1. 11, P. Daniel, vol. IL, p. 1893, Herbert, Hollingthed,. p, 831.
1 Herbert. Hollingthed, p. 8i1. :
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Tas {mall kingdom of Navarre lies on the frontiers between France and Spains
and as John d” Albert, the prefent King, was connected in friendfhip and alliance
with Lewis, the opportunity feemed favourable to Ferdinand, while the Englith
forces were conjoined with his own, and while all adherents to the council of Pifa
lay under the fentence of excommunication, to put himfe
dominions.

If in pofieffion of thefe
No fooner, therefore, was Dorfet landed in Guipifcoa, than the
Spanifh monarch declared his readinefs to join him with his forces, to make
jointly an invafion of France, and to form the fiege of Bayonne, which opened
the way into Guienne *: But heremarked, how dangerous it might prove to leave
behind them the kingdom of Navarre, which, being in clofe alliance with France,
could eafily give admittance to the enemy, and cut off all communication between
Spain and the combined armics. To provide againft fo dangerous an event, he
required, that John fhould ftipulate a neutrality in the prefent war; and when
that prince exprefled his willingnels to enter into any engagement for that purpofe,
he alfo required that he fhould give fecurity for his ftrict obfervance of it. = John
having likewife agreed to this condition, Ferdinand demanded, that he fhould
deliver into his hands fix of the molt confiderable places of his dominions,
together with his eldeft fon as a hoftage. Thefe were not conditions to be
propofed to 2 fovereign; and as the Spanith monarch expeéted a refufal, he
gave immediate orders to the duke of Alva, his general, to make an invafien
of Navarre, and to reduce the whole kingdom to fubjection. Alva foon made
himfelf mafter of all the fmaller towns; and being ready to form the fiege of

Pampeluna, the capital, he fummoned the marquis of Dorfet to join him with
the Englifh army, and to concert together all their operations.

Dorset began to fufpect, that his mafler’s interefts were very little regarded in
all thefe tranfations ; and having no orders to invade the kingdom of Navarre,
or make war any where but in France, he refufed to take any part in thatenter-

He remained therefore in his quarters at Fontarabia ; but fo politic was
the contrivance of Ferdinand, that even while the Englith army lay in that ficu-

ation, it was almoft equally ferviceable to his purpgfes, as if it had acted in con-
junétion with-his own. It kept the Fyrench army in awe, and prevented it from

‘advancing to fuccour the kingdom of Navarre; fo that Alva, having full leifure
to conduét the fiege, made himfelf mafter of Pampeluna, and obliged John to feek

for thelt:rin France. The Spanith general applied again to Dorfet, and pro-
pofed to conduct with united councils the operations of the holy league, fo it was
called, againft Lewis: But as he ftill declined forming the fiege of Bayonne, and
rather infilted on the invafion of the principality of Bearne, a part of the King

of

* Herbert.  Hollingthed, p 813.
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of Navarre’s dominions, which lies on the French fide of
juftly fufpicious of his finifler intentions, rcprefented, that
from his mafler, be could not concur in fuch an undertaking. - In order to
cure fuch orders, Ferdinand difpatched Martin de Ampios, as hisenvoy, to Lon-
don; and perfwaded Henry, that, by the refractory and fcrupulous humour of
the Englith general, the moft favourable opportunities were loft, and that it was
neceffary he thould, in all things, act in concert with the Spanith commander,
who was beft acquainted with the fituation of the country, and the reafons of
very operation. But before orders to this purpofe reached Spain, Derfet had
become extremely impatient 3 and obferving that his farther ftay erch not to
promorc the n‘ain undertaking, and that his army was daily perithing by want
and ficknefs, he demanded fhipping from Ferdinand to tra an{port them back into
i-mgund. Ferdinand, who was bound by treaty to furnith him with this fupp!y,
whenever demanded, was at laft, after many delays, obliged to yield to his im-
portunity ; and Dorfet embarked his troops, and prepared himfelf for the voyage
Mean while, a meflenger arrived with orders from Iicnr}, that the txOCI)J s
fhould remain in Spain; but the foldiers were {o difcontented with the treatment
which they had met with, that they mutinied, and ob Agcd their commanders

s to
fet fail for England. Henry was much difpleafed with the ill fuccefs of this en-
terprize ; and it was with difficulty, that Dorfet, by explaining the fraudulent
intentions of Ferdinand, was at laft able to appeafe him.

Trere happened this fummer an a&ion at fea, which b;uh(‘uu not any more
decifive advantage to the Englith. Sir 1homﬁs h!pc:, ) of Horfe,

was fent to the coaft of Britanny with a fleet of forty-five fail; and he

carricd with him Sir Charles Brandon, Sir John Carew, and many other young
courtiers, who longed for an opportunity of difplaying their valour. After

rommitting fome depredations, a French flcet of thirty-nine fail iffued from Breft
under the command of Primauget *, and began an engagement with the Efﬂ:‘l}ldl.
Primauget’s thip was fet on fire, who finding  his deltruéion inevitable, b
down u.l;on the veflel of the Englith admiral, and grappling with her, refolved to
make her fhare the fame fate. The fhips of both fleets ftood fome tme in fuf-
pence, as {pectators of this dreadful engagement ; and all men faw with horror
the flames which confumed both vefitls, and heard the cries of fury and defpai

which came from the miferable combatants. At laft, the F
and at the fame time deftroyed the Englith +. The reft of the French

their efcape into different harbours.
M
* Or rather Porfmaunget, accorc ling to P, Daniel’s conje&ure, vol. II. p. 1go1. Her
feamen called him Sir Pierce Mo

L Prludeva st 0
1 Polydore Virg. 1ib. 2
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Tuz war, which England waged againft France, though it brought little
advantage to the former kingdom, was of infinite prejudice to the latter ; and by
obliging Lewis to withdraw his forces for the defence of his own dominions, loft
him that fuperiority, which his arms, in the beginning of the campaign, had at-
tained in Italy. Gafton de Foix, his nephew, a young hero, had bef:n entrufted
with the command of the French forces; and in a few months performed fuch
feats of military art and prowefs, as were {ufficient to render illuftrious the whole
life of the oldeft captain *. His carreer finifhed with the great battle of Ravenna,
which, after the moft obftinate confli¢t, he gained over the Spanifh and papal
armies. He perifhed the very moment his victory was compleat ; and with him
perifhed the fortune of the French arms in Italy. The Swifs, who had rendered
themfelves extremely formidable by their bands of difciplined infantry, invaded
the Milanefe with a numerous army, and raifed up that inconftant people to a revolt
againft the dominion of France. Genoa followed the cxample of that dutchy ;
and thus Lewis, in a few weeks, entitely loft his Italian conquefts, ex-
cept fome garrifons ; and Maximilian Sforza, the fon of Ludovic, was again
re-inftated in poffeffion of Milan.

Jurius difcovered extreme joy on the difcomfiture of the French; and the
more fo, that he had been beholden for it to the Swifs, a people, whofe councils,
he hoped, he fhould always be able to govern and direct. The pontiff furvived
this fuccefs a very little time; and in his place was chofen John de Medici, who
took the appellation of Leo the tenth, and proved one of the moft illuftrious
princes that ever fat on that throne. Humane, beneficent, generous, affable 3
the patron of every art, and friend of every virtue +3 he had a foul no lefs capa-
ble of forming great defigns than his predeceffor, but was more gentle, pliant,
and artful in employing means for the execution of them. By his in-
trigues, the emperor Maximilian was detached from the French intereft ; and
Henry, notwithftanding his difappointments in the former campaign, was ftill
encouraged to profecute his warlike meafures againft Lewis.

Henry had fummoned a new feffion of Parliament I, and obtained a fupply
for his enterprize. It was a poll-tax, and impofed different fums, according to
the ftation and riches of the perfon. A duke payed ten marks, an earl five
pounds, a lord four pounds, a knight four marks ; every man valued at eight
hundred pounds in goods, four marks. An impofition was alfo granted of two
fifieenths and four tenths §. With thefe fupplies, joined to the treafure which
was left by his father, and which was not yet entirely diffipated, he was enabled
to levy a great army, and render himfelf very formidable to his enemy. The

Englifh

* Guicciard, lib, 10, + Father Paul, lib. 1. 1 4th of November, 1512, § Stowe.
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Englith are faid to have been much encouraged in this entei.'prs , by the “'n‘val, Cl“)P"
of a veffel in the Thames under the papal banner. It carried p‘aﬂn s of wine
and hams to the King, and all the moft eminent courtiers; and fuch fond devo-
tion was at that time entertained towards the court of Rome, that thefe trivial
prefents were every where received with the greateft triumph and exultation.

In order to prevent all difturbance from Scotland, while the I\mga arms
fhould be employed on the continent, Dr. W, ex, Dean of Windfor, was difpatched
in an embafly to James, the King’s brother-in-law ; and inftructions were given
him to accommodate all differences between the kingdoms, as well as difcover
the intentions of the court of Scotland *. Some complaints had already paffed
on beth fides. One Barton, a Scotchman, having fuffered fome injuries from
the Portugueze, for which he could obtain no redrefs, had procured letters of
marque againft that nation ; but not content with this liberty, he committed de-
predations upon the Englith, and much infefted the narrow feas +. Lord How-
ard and Sir Edward Howard, admirals, and fons to the earl of Surrey, failing
out againft him, fought him in a defperate rencounter, where the pyrate was
killed ; and they brought his fhips into the Thames. As Henry refufed
all fatisfation for this a& of juftice, fome of the borderers, who wanted but a
pretence for depredations, entered England under the command of lord Hume,
warden of the marches, and committed great ravages on that kingdom. Not-
withftanding thefe mutual grounds of diffatisfattion, matters might eafily have
been accommodated, had it not been for Henry’s intended invafion of France,
which rouzed up the jealoufy of the Scotch nation f. The antient league, which
fubfifted betwixt France and Scotland, was conceived to be the ftrongeit band of
connexion ; and the Scotch univerfally believed, that, were it not for the coun- yw,, i1,
tenance which they received from this foreign alliance, they had never been able fo Scotland.
long to maintain their independance again{t a people fo much fuperior in force and
riches. James was fartherincited to take part in the quarrel by the invitations of
Anne, queen of France, whofe knight he had ever in all tournaments profeft him-
felf, and who fummoned him, according to the ideas of romantic gallantry, pre-
ralent in that age, to take the field in her defence, and prove himfelf her true
and valorous champion. The remonftrances of his confort and of his wifeft
counfellors, were in vain oppofed to the martial ardour of that prince. He
firft fent a fquadron of fhips to the afliftance of France; the only fleet which
Scotland feems ever to have poffefled. And though he made profeffion ftill to
maintain a neutrality, the Englifh ambaffador eafily forefaw, that a war would

M 2 prove

* Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. + Stowe, p. 489. - Hollingfhed, p. 811. { Buchannan, Lib.

13. Drummond in the life of James IV,
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prove in the end inevitable, and he gave his mafter warning of the danger, who
fent the earl of Surrey to put the borders in a pofture of defence, and to refift

the invafion of the enemy.

Hexry, all on fire for military fame, was little difcouraged by thisappearance
of a diverfion from the North; and fo much the lefs, that he flattered himfelf
with the affiftance of all the confiderable potentates of Europe in his invafion of
France. The pope flill continued to thunder out his excommunications againft
Lewis, and all the adherents to the fchifimatical council : The Swifs cantons made
profeffions of the moft violent animofity againft France: The ambafladors of
Ferdinand and Maximilian had figned with thofe of Henry a treaty of alliance
againft that power, and had ftipulated the time and place of their intended inva-
fion : And though Ferdinand difavowed his ambaflador, and even figned a truce
for a twelvemonth with the common enemy; Henry was not yet fully con-
vinced of his felifh and finifter intentions, and ftill hoped for his concurrence
after the expiration of that term. He had now got a minifter who complied with
all his inclinations, and flattered him in every {cheme to which his fanguine and
impetuous temper was inclined.

Traomas WoLsey, dean of Lincoln, and almoner to the King, furpafied in
favour all his minifters and courtiers, and was faft advancing towards that un-
rivalled grandeur, which he afterwards attained. This man was the fon of a
butcher at Ipfwich; but having got a learned education, and being endowed with
an excellent capacity, he was admitted into the marquis of Dorfet’s family as tutor
to that nobleman’s children, and foon gained the friendfhip and countenance of
his patron *. ~He was recommended as chaplain to Henry the feventh, and being
employed by that monarch in a fecret negotiation, which regarded bis intended
marriage with Margaret of Savoy, Maximilian’s daughter, he acquitted himfelf
to the King’s fatisfaction, and obtained the praife both of diligence and d

‘o

O

in his condué@ +. That prince having given him a commiffion to the en

who at that time refided in Bruffels, was furprized, in lefs than three days after,
to fee Wolfey prefent himfelf before him 5 and fuppofing that he had protracted
his departure, he began to reprove him for the dilatory execuiion of his orders.
Nolfey informed him, that he was juft returned from Brufitls, and had fuccefl-
fully fulfilled all his majefty’s commands. ‘¢ But on fecond. thoughts,” faid
the King, * I found that fomewhat was omitted in your-orders; and have fent
¢¢ 3 meflenger after you with fuller infirutions.” I met the meflenger,”
replied Wolfey, * on my return : But as 1 had reflefted on that omiffion, I ven-

ured

* Stowe, p. 997- t Cavendifh, Fiddes’s life of Wolfey. Stowes
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< tured of myfelf to execute what, I knew, muft be your majefty’s intentions.”
The death of Henry, foon after this incident, was the reafon why Wolfey reaped
no advantage from the good opinion, which that monarch had entertained of him :
But from that moment he was looked on at court as a rifing man 5 and the bifl

of Winchefter caft his eye upon him as one, who might be ferviceable to him in
his prefent fituation *. - This orelatr obferving that the earl of Surrey had total-
ly eclipfed him in favour, refolved to introduce Wolfey into the young prince’s
familiarity, and hoped, that he might rival Surrey in his infinuating arts, and
yet be contented to act in the cabinet
had promoted him. In a very little time, Wolfey gained fo much on Henry’s
good graces, that he fupplanted both Surrey in his favour, and Fox in his truft
and confidence.  Being adm

7(\)

net a part {ubordinate to Fox himfelf, who
I

dmitted to the King’s parties of pleafure, he took the
lead in every jovial converfation, and promoted all that frolic and entertainment,
which he found fuitable to the age and inclination of the young monarch, = Nei~
ther his own years, which were near forty, nor his chara&er of a clergyman,
were any reftraint upon him, or engaged him to check, by any ufelefs feverity,
the gaiety, in which Hcm'y, who Md {fmall propenfion to debau ichery, pafifed his
carelefs hours, During the intervals of amufement he introduced bufinefs and
{tate affairs, and infinuated thofe maxims of conduct, which he was defirous his
mafter fhould adopt. He obferved to him, that, while he entrufted his affairs
into the hands of his father’s counfellors, 'hg had the advantage of employing
men of wifdom and experience, but men who owed not their promotion to his fa-

vour, and who fcarce thought themfelves accountable to him for the exercife of

their authority :* That by the factions, and cabals, and jealoufies, which pre-
vailed among them, they more obftruéted the advancement of his af: irs, than
they promoted it by the knowledge which age and practice had conferred upon
them: That while he thought proper to pafs his time in thofe pleafures, to which
his age and royal fortune invited him, and in thofe ftudies, which would in time

1

enable him to fway the fcepter with abfolute authority, his beft {fyftem of govern-
ment would: be to intruft his authority into the hands of fome one verfon, who wa
the creature of his will, and who could entertain no view but of promoting his

fervice: And that if this minifter had alfo the {ame relith for 1"6‘1u e with him-
1 ¥ o 1

m
felf, and t {; afte for fcience : he ¢ s 1 A i NUNE Y T
1eif, and the fame tafle for icienc L; 1¢ could the more ea HYy ‘.‘C(:dn to him foz
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his whole conduc, and introduce his matter gradually into the knowledge of pub-

lic bufinefs, and thus, wit mut tedious conftraint or application,. initiat
the {cience of government -

e him in

Henry

ia. Brit. Felo : A 3 =
Antig. Brit. Eclef. p. 30q. Polydore Virgil, Iib, 27. + Cavendifh, p. 12, Stowe,
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Hirnry entered into all the views of Wolfey; and finding no one fo capable
of executing this plan of adminiftration as the perfon who propofed it, he foon
advanced his favourite, from being the companion of his carelefs hours, to be
a member of his council ; and from being a member of his council, to be his
fole and ablolute minifter. By this rapid advancement and uncontrouled autho-
vity, the character and genius of Wolley had full opportunity to difplay itfelfs
Infatiable in his acquifitions, but ftill more magnificent in his expence : Of ex-
tenfive capacity, but ftill more unbounded enterprize : Ambitious of power, but
@il more defirous of glory : Infinuating, engaging, perfuafive s and, by turns,
lofty, elevated, commanding : Haughty to his equals, but affable to his depen-
dants ; oppreflive to the people, but liberal to his friends ; more generous than
grateful 5 lefs moved by injuries than by contempt he feemed framed to take

_the afcendant in every intercourfe with others, but exerted this fuperiority of

2cth Aprils

nature with fuch oftentation as expofed him to‘envy, and made every one willing
to recal the original inferiority or rather meannefs of his fortune.

Tue branch of adminiftration, in which Henry moft exerted himfelf, while
he gave his entire confidence to Wolfcy, was the military, which, as it fuited the
natural gallantry and bravery of his temper, as well as the ardour of his youth,
was the principal object of his attention. ~ Finding, that Lewis had made great
preparations both by fea and land to refift him, he was no lefs careful to raife a
formidable army and equip a confiderable fleet for the invafion of France. The
command of the fleet was entrufted to Sir Edward Howard ; who, after fcouring
the channel fome time, prefented himf{elf before Breft, where the French navy
then lay ; and he challenged them to a combat. The French admiral, who ex=
pected from the Mediterranean a reinforcement of fome Gallies under the com-
mand of Prejeant de Bidoux, kept within the harbour, and faw with patience
the Englith burn and deftroy the country in the neighbourhood. At laft Prejeant
ariived with fix gallies, and put ino Congquet, a place within a few leagues of
Breft, where he fecured himfelf behind fome batteries, which he had planted on
rocks, that lay on each ide of him. Howard was notwithftanding determined
to make an attack ; and as he had but two gallies, he took hinfelf the command
of one, and gave the other to Devereux lord Ferrars. He was followed by fome
row-barges and fome crayers under the command of Sir Thomas Cheyney, Sir
William Sidney, and other officers of diftinétion. He immediately faftened on
Prejeant’s thip,. and leaped on board of her, attended with one Carroz, a Spa-
nifh cavalier, and feventeen Englifh more. The cable, meanwhile, which faftened
his fhip to that of the enemy, being cut, the admiral was thus left in the hands
of the French; and as he ftill continued the fight with great gallantry, he was

pufhed
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pufhed overboard by their pikes *, Lord Ferrars, feeing the admiral's galley fall
off, followed with the other veffels ; and the whole fleet was fo dilcouraged by
the lofs of their admiral, that they retired from before Breft +. = The French navy
came out of harbour; and even ventured to invade the coalt of Suffcx. They
were repulfed, and Prejeant, their admiral, loft an eye by the fhot of an arrow,
Lord Howard, brother to the deceafed admiral, received the command of the
Englith fleet ; and little memorable pafled at fea during this fummer.

GrEAT preparations had been making at land, during the whole winter, for
an invafion of France by the way of Calais; but the fummer was well advanced
before every thing was in fufficient readinefs for the intended enterprize. The
long peace, which the kingdom had enjoyed, had fomewhat unfitted the Englifh
for military expeditions ; and the great change, which had lately been introduced

in the art of war, had rendered it ftill more difficult to inure them to the ufe of

the weapons now employed in action. The Swifs, and after them the Spaniards,
had fhown the advantage of a ftable infantry, who fought with pike and fword,
and were able to repulfe even the heavy-armed cavalry, in which the great force
of 'the armies formerly confifted. The praétice of fire-arms was become very
common ; tho’ the caliver, which was the weapon now ufed, was {o inconvenicent,
and attended with fo many difadvantages, that it had not entirely difcredited the
ufe of bows, aweapon in which the Englith excelled all European nations. The
Englith archers ftill maintained their reputation ; and even during the prefent
reign, the king’s allies had follicited him for fupplies of this kind. The fecond
year after his acceflion, he fent a thoufand archers, under the command of lord
Dacres, to the afliftance of Ferdinand, his father-in-law, in his projected expe-
dition againft the Moors of Barbary; but as that prince turned his arms againft
the French in Italy, Darcy was fent back without being employed in any fervice.
The King had alfo fent fifteen hundred archers under the command of Sir Edward
Poinings to the afliftance of Margaret, dutchefs of Savoy, who made ufe of them
with great advantage againft the duke of Guelders, the great difturber of the
Netherlands. A confiderable part of the forces, which Henry now levied for
the invafion of France, confifted alfo of archers ; and fo foon as affairs were in
readinefs, the vanguard of the army, amounting to 80oo men, under the com-
mand of the earl of Shrewfbury, failed over to Calais. Shrewfbury was accom-

panied

* It was a maxim of Howard’s, that no admiral was good for any thing, that was not brave even
to a degree of madnefs. As the fea-fervice requires much lefs plan and centrivance and capacity than
the land, this maxim has great plaufibility and appearance of truth: Tho’ the fate of Howard
himfelf may ferve as a proof that even there courage ought to be tempered with difcretion.

T Stowe, p. 491. Herbert, Hollingthed, p. 816,
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T Another Boady of 6oco men {con
after followed under the comman - Herbert, the chamberlain, attended

with the earls of 1and and Kent, the lords Audley and Delawar,
tooether witl £ ition, and other gc-;‘at’zi*:‘nan.
T e h ) o follow with ‘the main body and rear of the
i =) : 4
army ; and he appointcd the queen regent of the kingdom during his abfence,

’i“n;;wt he might {ecure her adminiftration from all difturbance, he ordered Edmond
de la Pole, earl of Suffolk, to be beheaded in the Tlower, the nobleman who had
been attainted and imprifoned during the late reign. The King was led to com-
mit this act of violence by the dying commands, as is imagined, of his father,
who told him, that he never would be free from dapger, while a man of fo tur-
bulent a difpofition as Suffolk was alive. And as his brother, Richard de la
Pole, had accepted of a command in the French {ervice, and attempted very
foolifhly to revive the York fadion, and to animate them againft Henry, he
probably drew more fuddenly the King’s vengeance on the unhappy Suffolk.

A laft, Henry, attended with the duke of Buckingham and many others of
the nobility, arrived in Calais, and entered upon his French expedition, whence
he fondly expetted fo much fuccefs and glory *. Of all thofe allies, on whofe

2 tance he fo much relied, the Swifs alone folly performed their engagements.
Being put in metion by a fum of moncy fent them by Henry, and incited by their
viGories obtained in Italy, and by their animofity againft France, they were prepar-
ing to enter that kingdom with an army of twenty-five thoufand men; and no
equal force could be oppofed to their sncurfion. Maximilian had received an
advance of 120,000 Crowns from Henry, and had engaged to reinforce the Swifs
with 8oco men, but failed in his engagements. That he might make atone-
ment to the King, he himfelf appeared in the Low Countries, and joined the
Englifh army with fome German and Flemifh fo'diers, who were ufeful in giving
an example of difcipline to Henry’s new-levied forces. Obferving the difpofition
of the Englifh monarch to be more bent on glory than on intereft, he inlifted
himfelf in his fervice, wore the crofs of St. George, and received pay, a hundred
rowns day, as one of his fubjeéts and captains. But while he exhibited this ex-
traordinary fpc&acle, of an emperor of Germany ferving under a King of Eng-
land, he was treated with the higheft refpect by Henry, and really directed

a'l the operations of the combined army.
Brrort the arrival of Henry and Maximilianin the camp, the earl of Shrewf-
bury and lord Herbert had formed the fiege of Terotiane, a town ficuate on
8 th

# Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. Belcarius, lib. 14.
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the frontiers of Picardy; and they began to attack the place with vigour, Chap. L
Teligini and Crequi commanded in the town, and had a garrifon, which exceeded 1513
not a thoufand men ; yet made they fuch ftout refiftance as protracted the fiege

a month 3 'and they found themfelves at laft more in danger from want of pro-

vifions and ammunition than from the affaults of the befiegers. Having con-

veyed intelligence of their fituation to Lewis, who had advanced to Amiens with

his army, that prince gave orders to throw relief into the place, Fontrailles ;50 August.
appeared at the head of 800 horfemen, each of whom carried a fack of gun-

powder behind him, and two quarters of bacon. With this fmall force he made

a fudden and unexpected irruption into the Englith camp, and furmounting all
refiftance, advanced to the foflee of the town, where each horfeman threw down

his burthen. They immediately returned at the gallop, and were fo fortunate

as again to break thro’ the Englifh, and to receive little or no lofs, in this dan-

gerous attempt *,

But the Englith had, foon after, full revenge for that infult. Henry had re- gayte of Gui-
ceived intelligence of the approach of the French Horfe, who had advanced to negate.
protect this incurfion of Fontrailles ; and he ordered fome troops to pafs the Lis,
in order to oppofe them. The cavalry of France, tho’ they confifted chiefly of
gentlemen, who had behaved with great valour in many defperate actionsin
Italy, were, on fight of the enemy, feized with fo unaccountable a panic, that
they immediately took to flight, and were purfued by the Englith. The duke
of Longueville, who commanded the French, Buffi d’Amboife, Clermont, Im-
bercourt, the chevalier Bayard, and many other officers of diftinftion were
taken prifoners {. This ation, or rather rout, is fometimes called the battle
of Guinegate, from the place where it was fought ; but more commonly the
battle of Spurs, becaule the French, that day, made more ufe of their fpurs than
of their {words or military weapons.

ArTER fo confiderable an advantage, the King, who was at the head of 2
compleat army of above 50,000 men, might have made incurfions to the gates of
Paris, and {pread confufion and defolation every where. It gave Lewis great
joy, when he heard, that the Englifh, inftead of pufhing their victory, and at-
tacking the difmayed troops of France, returned to the fiege of an inconfiderable
place like Tcrotiane, The governors were obliged foon after to furrender the
town ; and Henry found his acquifition of fo little confequence, tho’ gained at
the expence of fome blood, and what, in his prefent circumftances, was more
important, of much valuable time, that he immediately demolifhed the fortifi-

N cations.
* Hik. de Chev. Bayard, ch. 7. Memoires de Bellai. + Memoires de Bellai, liv. 1. Polydore
Virgil, 1ib. 27.  Hollingfhed, p. 822. Herbert.
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Chap. 1. cations. ‘The anxicties of the French were again renewed with regard to the
1513-  motions of the Englith. The Swifs at the fame time had entered Burgundy
with a very formidable army, and laid fiege to Dijon, which was in no condition
to refift them. Ferdinand himfelf, tho’ he had made a truce with Lewis, feemed
difpofed to lay hold of every advantage which fortune fhould prefent to him.
Scarce ever was the French monarchy in greater danger, or lefs in a condition
to defend itfelf againft thofe powerful armies, which on every fide affailed or
threatened it. Even many of the inhabitants of Paris, who believed themfelves
expofed to the rapacity and violence of the enemy, began to diflodge, without

knowing what place could afford them greater fafety and protection.
v Bur Lewis was extricated from his prefent difficulties by the manifeft blunders
| of his enemies. ‘The Swifs allowed themfelves to be feduced into a negotiation
by Tremotiille, governor of Burgundy ; and without making enquiry, whether
: he had any powers to treat, they accepted of the conditions which he offered
] them. Tremoiiille, who knew, that he would be difavowed by his mafter,
, ftipu'ated whatever they were pleafed to demand; and thought himfelf happy;
b at the expence of fome payments, and very large promifes, to get rid of fo for-

b midable an enemy 1.

Tre meafures of Henry thowed equal ignorance in the art of war with thofe of
the Swifs in negotiation. Tournay was a great and rich city, which, tho’ it lay
within the frontiers of Flanders, belonged entirely to France, and afforded the
troops of that kingdom a paffage into the middle of the Netherlands. Maximi-
lian, who was defirous to free his grandfon from fo troublefome a neighbourhood,
advifed Henry to lay fiege to this place ; and the Englith monarch, not con=
fidering that fuch an acquifition no way advanced his conquefts in France, was {0
imprudent as to follow this interefted council. The city of Tournay, by its an=
tient charters, being exempted from the burthen of a garrifon, the burghers,
g even againft the remonftrance of their favereign, ftrenuoufly infifted on maintain-
il ing this dangerous privilege 3 and they engaged, by themfelves, to make a vigo-

rous defence againft the enemy *. Their courage failed them when matters came

e Baghit to extremity ; and. after a few days fiege, the place was furrendered to the Eng-

ber. lith. Henry fo litle regarded its privileges, that he immediately quartered a

garrifon in it, under the command of Sir Edward Poinings. The bithop of

Tournay was lately dead; and as a new bifhop was already elected by the

chapter, but not inftalled in his office, the King beftowed the adminiftration of

; the fee on his favourite, Wolfey, and put him in immediate pofieflion of the

i Q
it 0

revenues,

4 Memoires du marefchal de Fleuranges Beliarius, lib. 14 # Memoires de Fleurangess
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revenues, which were confiderable +, Hearing of the retreat of the S
obferving the feafon to be far advanced, he thought proper to retire into Eng-
land ; and he carried the greateft part of his army with him. Succels had at-
tended him in every enterprize § and his youthful mind was much elated with this
feeming profperity ; but ull men of judgment, comparing the advantages of his
fituation with his progrefs, his expences with his acquifitions, were convinced,
that this campaign, fo much vaunted, was, in reality, both ruinous and in-

it te
vifs, and

glorious J.

Tut fuccefs, which, during this fummer, had attended Henry’s arms in the
north, was much more decifive. ‘The King of Scotland had fummoned out the
whole force of his kingdom ; and having paffed the Tweed with a brave, tho’ a
tumultuary army of above 50,000 men, he ravaged thofe parts of Northum-
berland which lay neareft that river, and employed himfelf in taking the caitles
of Norham, Etal, Werke, Ford, and other places of little importance. The
lady Ford, a woman of great beauty, being taken prifoner in her caftle, was
prefented to James, and {o gained on the affc@tions of that monarch, that he
wafted in idle pleafure that critical time, which, during the abfence of his enemy,
he fhould have employed in puthing his' conquefts. . His troops, lying in a
barren country, where they foon confumed all the provifions, began to be
pinched with neceffity ; and as the authority of the prince was feeble, and mili-
tary difcipline, during that age, extremely relaxed, many of them had ftolen from
the camp, and retired to their houfes. Mean while, the earl of Surrey, having
(ohe;tcd a force of 26,000 men, of which 5000 had been fent over f:'oz’;x the
King’s army in France, marched to the defence of the country, and approached
the Scotch, who lay on fome high ground near the hills of Cheviot. ' The river
Till ran between the armies, and puventcd an engagement: Surrey therefore fent
a herald to the Scotch camp, challenging them to de fcend into the plain of
Milfield, which lay towards the fouth; and there, appointing a day for the

celveq

combat, try their valour on equal ground. As he received no fatisfactory an-
fwer, he made a feint of marching towards Berwic ; ‘as if he intended to enter
the provifions of the enemy.

Scotland, to lay wafte the borders, and cut ofi
The Scotch army, in order to prevent his purpo
and having fet fire to the huts in which they had

the hills. Surrey, taking advantage of the fmoke,
him, and which covered qu movements, pafled th

vanguard at the bridge of Twifel, and fent the

farther up the river,

1 Strype’s Memonials, vo': 1. p. 5, 6. 1
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Ax engagement was now become inevitable between: the armies, and botl
fides prepared for it with great tranquillity and order *. The Englith divided

| Septem-  their army into twWo lines : Liord Howard led the main body of the firlt line, Sir

Battleof Flou-

Edmond Howard the right wing, Sir Marmaduke Conflable the lefr. © The eark
of Surrey himfelf commanded the main body of the fecond line, lord Dacres.
the right wing, Sir Edward Stanley the left. The Scotch front _prefenced three
divifions to the enemy: The middle was led by’ the King himfelf: The right by:
the earl of Huntley, aflifted by lord Hume : The left by the earls of Lienox and
Argyle. A fourth divifion under the earl of Bothwel made a body of re-
ferve. Huntley began the battle; and after a fharp conflict, put to flight the
teft wing of the Englifh, and chaced them off the field : But on returning from.
the purfuit, he found the whole Scotch army in great diforder. The divifion:
under Lenox and Argyle, elated with the fuccefs of the other wing, had broke:
their ranks, and notwithftanding the remonitrances and entreaties of La Motte,,
the French ambaffador, had rufhed headlong upon the enemy:. Not only Sin
Edmond Howard, at the head of his divifion, received themr with great valour ;.
but Dacres, who commanded in the fecond line, wheeling about during the
altion, fell upon their rear, and put them to the fword without refiftance. The:
divifion under the King himfelf and that under Bothwel, animated by the valour
of their leaders, ftill made head agaioft the Englifh; and throwing themfelves:
into a circle, protracted the attion till night feparated the combatants.. The:
viGtory feemed yet uncertain, and the numbers which fell on each fide were
nearly equal, amounting to above 5000 men : But the marning difcovered evi-.
dently where the advantage lay. The Englifi had loft only perfons of {malk
note; but the fower. of the Scotch nobility. had fallen. in battle, and' the King,
himfelf, after the moft diligent enquiry, could no where be found. In fearching;
the field, the Englifh met with a dead body, which refembled him, and was arrayed:
tn a fimilar habit 3 and they. put it in a lead coffin and fent it to London. Dur-.
ing fome time it was kept unburied ; becaufe James died under fentence of exs
communication, on account of his confederacy with France, and his oppofition.
to the holy feet+ : But upon Henry’s application, who pretended that that prinee,.
in the inftant before his death, had difcovered figns of repentance,. abfolution
was given him, and his body was interred. The Scotch,, however, ftill afferted,,
that it was not James’s body, which was found in the field of battle, but that.
of one Elphinfton, who had been arrayed in arms refembling the King’s, in or-
der to divide the attention of the Englith, and fhare the danger with his matfters

It

* Buchannan, lib. 13. Drummond: Herbert. Palydore Virgil, lib. 27. Stowe, p. 493. Paullus
Jovius, + Buchannan, lib. 13, Herbert.
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Tt was believed that James had been'feen croffing the Tweed at Kelfo; and fome
imagined that he had been killed by the clients of lord Hume, whom that nol
man had inftigated to commit fo enormous a crime. But the populace enter-
tained the opinion, that he was ftill alive, and having gone fecretly in pilgrimage
to the holy land, would foon return, and take pofieflion of the throne. This
fond conceit was long entertained in Scotland.

Tue King of Scots and moft of the chief nobility being killed in the field of
Flouden, fo this battle was called, a very inviting opportunity was offered to
Henry of gaining advantages over that kingdom, perhaps of reducing it to
fubjetion. But he difcovered on this occafion a mind truly great and generous.
‘When . the queen of Scotland, Margaret, who was created regent during the
infancy of her fon, applied for peace, he readily granted it; and took compaflion
of the helplefs condition of h:s fifter and nephew. The earl of Surrey, who
had gained him fo great a vitory, he reftored to. the title of Duke of Norfolk,
which had been forfeited by his father, for engaging on the fide of Richard the
third. His fon, lord Howard, was honoured with the title of earl of Surrey.
Sir Charles Brandon, his favourite, whom he had before created vifcount Lifle,
was now raifed. to the dignity of duke of Suffolk. Wolfey, who was both his
favourite and his minifter, was created bithop of Lincoln. Iord Herbert ob-
tained the title of earl of Wercefter. = Sir Edward Stanley,, that . of lord Mont-
eagle.

iTaa

DIC

Tro” peace with Scotland gave Henry fecurity towards the north, and enabled
him to profecute in tranquillity his enterprize againft France, fome other inci-
dents had happened, which more than counterballanced this fortunate event, and
ferved to open his eyes with regard to the rathnefs of an undertaking, into which
his youth and high fortune had betrayed him.

Lzwis, fully fenfible of the dangerous fituation to which his kingdom had
been reduced during the former canipaign, was refolved, by every expedient, to
prevent the return of like perils, and to break the confederacy of his enemies.
The pope was no way difpofed to pufh the French to extremity ; and provided
they returned not to take pofieffion of Milan, his intereft rather led him to pre-
ferve the ballance among the contending parties. He accepted thercfore of
Lewis’s offer to renounce the council of Lyons; and he took off' the excommu-
nication which his predeceffor and himfelf had denounced againft that King and
his kingdom. Ferdinand was now faft declining in years, and as he entertained
no farther ambition than that of keeping pofieffion of Navarre, which he had
fubdued by his arms-and policy, he readily hearkened to the propofals of Lewis
for prolonging the truce another year; and he even fhowed an inclination of

4 formirg
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forming a more intimate connexion with that monarch, ~ Lewis had dropt hints
of his intention to marry his fecond daughter, Renée, either to Charles, prince
of Spain, or hi brother, Ferdinand, both of them grandchildren to the Spanifh

d his refolution of beftowing on her, as her portion, his
claim to the dutchy of Milan. Ferdinand not only embraced thefe fchemes with
avidity ; but alfo engaged the emperor, Maximilian, in the fame views; and
procured his confent o a treaty, which opened fo inviting a profpeét of aggran-
dizing their common grandchildren,

118
monarch ; and he decl

Wiuen Henry was informed of Ferdinand’s renewal of the truce with Lewis,
he fell into the moft violent rage, and loudly complained, that his father-in-law
had firft, by the higheft promifes and - profeffions; engaged him in enmity with
France, and afterwards, without giving him the leaft warning, had now again
facrificed his intere(t to his own felfith purpofes, and had left him expofed alone
to all the dangers and expences of the war. In proportion to-his eafy credulity
and unfofpecting reliance on Ferdinand, was the vehemence with which he ex-
claimed againft the treatment, which he met with; and he threatened revenge
for this egregious treachery and breach of Faith *. But he loft all patience when
snformed of the other negotiation, where Maximilian was alfo feduced from his
alliance, and where propofals had’ been hearkened to, for the marriage of the
prince of Spain with the daughter of France. Charles, during the life-time
of the late King, had been affianced to Mary, Henry’s fecond fifter; and as
the prince now approached the age of puberty, the King had expetted the
immediate completion of the marriage, and the honourable fettlement of a filler,
for whom he had entertained a very tender affe@ion. ' Such a complication, there-
fore, of injuries gave him the higheft difpleafure, and infpired him with a defire
of exprefling his difdain towards thofe who had taken advantage of his youth and
inexperience, and had abufed his too great facility.

Tt duke of Longueville, who had been made prifoner at the battle of Guine-
gate, and who was ftill detained in England, was ready to take advantage of all
thefe difpofitions of Henry, in order to procure a peace and even an alliance, which
he knew to be fo paflionately defired by his mafter. He reprefented to the King,
that Anne, quecen of France, being lately dead, a door was thereby opened for an
affinity, which mjght tend to the advantage of both kingdoms, and which would
{erve to terminate honourably all the differences between theny :  That the had left
Lewis no male children; and as he had ever entertained a ftrong defire of having
heirs to the crown, no marriage feemed more fuitable to him tham that with the

PZ'i..CL {s

# Detrus de Angleria, Fpifl 545, 546.
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princefs of England, whofe youth and b auty afforded the' moft flattering hopes G o
in that“particular : That tho’ the marriage of ‘a princefs of fixteen, with a King ™5™
of fiftyithree, might feem wnfuitable ; yet the other advantages, attending the
alliance, were more than a fufficient compenfation for this inequality = And that

any advantage, would contri& a clofe affinity with Lewis, ja prince, who, thio’

his whole life, had invariably maintained the chara@er of probity and honour.

Henry, in Joofening his connexions with Spain, whence he had never experienced

As Henry feemed to hearken to this difcourfe with very willing ears; Longue-
ville informed his mafter of the probability, which he: difcovered, of bringing
this matter to a happy conclufion ; and he received full powers for negotiating
the treaty. The articles were eafily a Jjufted -between the .monarchs. - Lewis p..
agreed that Tournay fhould remain in the hands of the Englith ;' that Richard de
la Pole fhould be banifhed to Metz, there. to live on.a penfion affigned him by
Lewis; that Henry fhould receive payment of a million of crowns, being the
arrears due by treaty to his father and himfelf ; and that the princefs Mary fhould
bring four hundred thoufand crowns as her portion, and enjoy as large a jointure
as any queen of France, even the former, who was heirefs of Britanny.  The two
princes alfo ftipulated the fuccours, with which they fhould mutually fup
other, in cafe either of them was attacked by any enemy *.

In confequence of this treaty, Mary was fent over to France with a fplendid
retinue, and Lewis met her at Abbeville, where the efpoufals were celebrated.

oly each

D
i

othof O&
oth of Ucto-
He was enchanted with the beauty, grace, and numerous.accon plithments of the ber-

Y
roung princefs 3 and being naturally of an am Mo tieitn: Which i St e g
young princeis 5 and being naturally of an amorous difpofition, which his advanced
age had not entirely cooled, he was feduced into fuch a courfe of gaiety and plea-

fure, as proved very unfuitable to his declining ftate of health +. e died in lefs  1crc.
than three months after his marriage, to the infinite regret of his fubje@s, who, 1ft of Jana-
- . . . . - ary.
fenfible of his tender concern for their welfare, gave him with one voice the ho. -

nourable appellation of father of his people.

—

Francrs, duke of Angouleme, a youth of one and twenty, who had married
Lewis’s eldeft daughter, fucceeded him on the throne; and by his a&ivicy,
valour, generofity, and other virtues, gave prognoftics of a happy and glorious
reign. This young monarch had been extremely ftruck with: the charms of the
Englith princefs; and even during his predeceffor’s life-time, had payed her fuch
clofe attendance, as made fome of his friend apprehend that he had entertained
_views of gallantry towards her. But being warned, that, by indulging himfelf
10 this paffion, he might readily exclude his own title to the throne, he fo:bore all

farther

¢ Du Tilley k. Brantome Eloge de Louis XII,
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Chap. I farther addrefies ; and even watched the young dowager with a Very careful eye
1515+ during the firft months of her widowhood. Charles Brandon, duke of Suffolk,

was at that time in the court of France, the moft comely perfonage of his time,

and the moft accompliﬂxed in all the exercifes, which were then thought to befita
courtier and a foldier. He was Henry’s chief favourite; and that monarch had
even once entertained thoughts of marrying him to his fifter, and had given indul-
gence to that mutual paflion, which took place between them. The queen afked
Suffolk,. whether he had now the courage, without farther refleGtion, to efpoufe
her; and fhe told him, that her brother would more eafily forgive him for not
afking his confent, than for ating contrary to his orders. Suffolk declined not
fo inviting an offer; and the marriage was fecretly compleated at Paris. Francis,
who was pleafed with this marriage, as it prevented Henry from forming any
powerful alliance by means of his fifter *, interpofed his good offices in appeafing
him: And even Wolfey, having entertained no jealoufy of Suffolk, who was
‘ content to participate in the King’s pleafures, and had no ambition to interpofe
i in {tate affairs, was active in reconciling the King to his fifter and brother-in-law ;

and he obtained them permiffion to return to England.

C H A P 11,

Wolfey's adminifpration.———Scotch affairs.
firft. Fealoufy of Henry.
Wolfey appointed legate. Iis manner of exercifing that office——
Death of the emperor Musimilian———Charles, King of Spain, chofen

Interview between Henry and Francis at Calais.——The

emperor Charles arrives in England. Mediation of Henryo——"

Trial and condemnation of the duke of Buckingham.

Progrefs of Francis the
Tournay delivered to France.——

tirg HE numerous enemies, whom Wolfey’s fudden elevation, his afpiring
W_o‘x‘{_eg’s‘ad- charaéer, and his haughty deportment had raifed, ferved only to rivet
minifiration.  hi fafter in Henry’s confidence ; who placed a pride in fupporting the choice,
? which he had made, and who was incapable of yielding either to the murmurs of
i the people or the difcontents of the great. That artful prelate likewife, well
i acquainted

* Petrus de Angleria, Epift. 544+
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acquainted with the King’s imperious temper, concealed from him the abfolute
afcendant, which he acquired 5 and while he fecretly dire€ted all public councils,
he ever pretended a blind fubmiffion to the will and authority of his mafter. By
entering into the King’s pleafures, he ftill preferved his affetions ; by conducting
his bufinefs, he gratified his indolence ; and by his unlimited complaifance in
both capacities, he prevented all that jealoufy, to which his exorbitant acquifi-
tions, and his fplendid, oftentatious train of life fhould naturally have given birth.
The archbifhoprick of York falling vacant by the death of Bambrige, Wolfey
was. promoted to that fee, and religned the bithoprick of Lincoln. Befides en-
joying the adminiftration of Tournay, he got pofleffion, at very low leafes, of
the revenues of Bath, Worcefter, and Hereford, bifhopricks filled by Italians,
who were allowed to refide abroad, and who were glad to compound for this in-
dulgence, by parting with a confiderable fhare of their profits. He held in com-
mendam the abbey of St. Albans, and many other church preferments. He was
even allowed to unite with the fee of York, firft that of Durham, next that of
Winchefter ; and there feemed to be no end of his acquifitions. His advance-
ment in ecclefiaftical dignity ferved him as a pretence for engrofling ftill more
revenues : ‘The pope, obferving his great influence over the King, was defirous
of engaging him in his intereft, and had created him a cardinal. Never church-
man, under colour of exating regard to religion, carried to a more exorbitant
height, the ftate and dignity of that charatter. His train confifted of eight hun-
dred fervants, of whom many were knights and gentlemen : Some even of the
nobility put their children into his family as a place of education; and in order
to ingratiate them with their patron, allowed them to bear offices as his fervants.
Whoever was diftinguifhed by any art or fcience payed court to the cardinal 3 and
none payed court in vain. Literature, which was then in its infancy, found in
him a generous patron; and both by his public inflitutions and private bounty,
he gave encouragement to every branch of erudition *. Not content with this
munificence, which gained him the approbation of the wife, he ftrove to dazzle
the eyes of the populace, by the fplendour of his equipage and furniture, the
coftly embroidery of his liveries, the luftre of his apparel. He was the firft cler-
gyman in England who wore filk and gold, not only on his habit, but alfo on his
faddles and the trappings of his horfes +. He caufed his cardinal’s hat to he
borne aloft by a perfon of rank ; and when he came to the King’s chapel, would
permit it to be laid on no place but thealtar. A prieft, the talleft and moft comely

O he

* Erafm. Epift lib. 2. Epift, 1. lib. 16. Epift. 3.

t Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. Stowe, p. so1. Holligihed, p. 847.
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im a_pillar of filver; on whofe top was placed 2
elf intitled

th this parade, to which he thought hi

vided another prieft of equalftature and beauty, who marched
even in the diocefe of Canterburys; contrary
and agreel stween the prelates of thefe rival fees. *. The

with the eardinal’s oftentation ; and faid they were now {en-
{

crols alone was not fufficient for the expiation of his fins and

chaneellor and archbithop of Canterbury, a man of a very mode-
rate temper, averfe to all difpute, chofe rather to retire from public employment,

¢han maintain an unequal conteft with the haughty: cardinal.  He refigned his
If thi
new accumulation of dignity encreafed his enemies, it alfo ferved to exalt his per-

office 'of chancellor's and the feals were immediately intrufted to Wolley.
fonal charaer, and prove the extent of his capacity. A {tri& adminiftration of
juftice took place c‘.tﬁng his “enjoyment of ‘this high office ; and no chancellor
ever difcovered greater impartiality in his decifions, deeper penetration of judg:
ment, or more enlarged knowledge of law and equity .

Tur duke of Norfolk, finding the King’s money almoft all exhaufted by
projels and pleafures, while his inclination for expence ftill continued, was olad
to refign his office of treafurer, and retire from court. His rival, Fox, bifhop of
Winchefter, profited not by his abfence s but partly overcome by years and infir-
mities, partly difgufted at the afcendant “acquired by Wolfey, withdrew himfelf
entirely to the care of his diocefe. The duke of Suffolk had alfo taken offence,
¢hat the King, by the cardinal’s perfwalfion, had refufed to pay a debt, which he
had contracted during his abode in France; and he thenceforth affected to live in
privacy. Thefe incidents left Wolfey to enjoy without a rival the whole power
and favour of the King; and put into his hands every fpecies of authority, In
vain, did Fox, before his retirement, warn the King  not to fuffer the fervant
<< to be’greater than his ‘mafter:* Henry replied, ¢ that he knew well 1

re 1
¢t ' retain all ‘his fubjeéts in obedience ;” but he continued ftill an unlimited defe-

tence in every thing to the directions and counfels of the cardinal.

Tug public tranquillity was fo well cltablihed in England,, the obedience of
the people fo entire, the general adminiftration of juftice, by the cardinal’s
means I, fo exact, that no domeftic occurrence happened fo remarkable asto
difturb the repofe of the King and his minifter : They might even have difpenfed

with

&

* Polydore V

irgil, lib. 27. + Sir Thomas More. Stowe, p. 504.
t Erafm, lib. z. epift, 1. Cavendith, Hall.
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with themfelves from giving any ftri¢t attention to foreign affairs,
for men to enjoy any [ituation in abfolute tranquillity, or abftain from projects
and enterprizes, however fruitlefs and mmeceﬁax y.

Tue will of the late King of Scotland, who left his widow regent of t?‘o Scotch
Kingdom, and the vote of the convention of Eftates, which confi imed that de

nation, had exprefsly limited her autholxt) to the condition of her remaining un-
married *: But notwithftanding this limitation, a few months after her hufband’s

1

death, fhe efpoufed the earl of Angus, of the name of Douglas, a nobleman of
great family and very promifing hopes. Some of the nobility nos pxopufcd the
election of Angus as regent, and recommended this choice as
means of prf’ilrvinﬂ‘ peace with England : But the jealoufy of the
and the f\.\x of exalting the Douglafles, begot oppofition to this
Hume in particular, the moft powerful chieftain in the kingdor
calling the duke of Albany, fon to a brother of James the third, who had beet

anifthed into France, and who, having there married, had left pofterity, that
were the next heirs to the crown, and the neareft relations to their young fovereign.
Albany, though firft prince of the blood, had never been in Scotlanc
unacquainted with the manners of the people, ignorant of their fituation, ¢
ticed in their language ;. yet: fuch was the favour-attending the French alliance,
and fo great the authority of Hume, ‘that this prince was invited to accept
the reins of government. Francis, careful not to give offence to the King of

England, detained Albany fomeé time in France ; but at laft, fenfible how im

o

n re-

1
gdom,
E

tf

3
a

portant it was to KReep Scotland in his intereits, ke IJGI“’A’.L'\,':‘i him to o0 over
1 ! - g
take pofleflion of the re diloy

v+ He even renewed the antient 1"32‘*'-‘&10 \';ith that

kingdom, tho’ it.imp

fuch a clofe connexion, as might be thought fomewhat
to infringe his alliance with England.

WHEN the regent arrived in .‘;corlgznd, he made enquiries concerning the ftate
of the country, and characer of the people ; and difcovered a fcene, with which
he was hitherto but little acquainted. That turbulent kingdom, ‘he found, was
rather to be confidered as a confederacy, and that not a clofe one, of petty
princes, than a regular fyftem of civil polity; and even the King, much more

the regent, pofleft an 1L.Lhority very 1;;‘.0 rtain “and precarious.

; than laws, prevailed 5 and courage, bi )

' moft valued and refpedted. The refided,
were fo conneéted Ly hc’eu tary allianc ite. enmities
that it was impoflible, ‘.ouf employing force, either to (h the moft flagrant
suilt, or give fec urity to the mofl entire innocenc > and violence, when

O 2 exercifed
* Buchanan, lib. 14. Herh
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exercifed on q hoftile tribe, inftead of making a perfon odious among his own
clan, rather recommended him to efleem and approbation, and by rendering him
ufeful to the chieftain, entitled him to a preference above his fellows. = And the’
the neceflity of mutual fupport ferved as a clofe cement of friendfhip among; thofe
of the fame kindred, the {pirit of revenge againfl enemies, and the defire of profe-
cuting the deadly feuds, (fo they were cal'ed) ftill aypearcd to be paffions the molt
predominant among that uncultivated people.

Tue perfons, to whom Albany firft applied for information with regard to the
ftate of the country, happened to be inveterate enemies of Hume *; and they
reprefented that powerful nobleman as the chief fource of p\iblic diforders, and
the great obftacle to the execution of the laws, and adminiftration of juftice:
Before the authority of the magiftrate could be eftablifhed, it was neceflary, they
faid, to make an example of this great offender; and by the terror of his punifh-
ment, teach all leffer criminals to pay refpec to the power of their fovereiga.
Albany, moved by thefe reafons, was induced to forget Huame’s paft fervices, to
which he had been, in a great meafure, beholden for the regencys and he no
longer bore towards him that favourable countenance, with which he was wont
to receive him.  Hume perceived the change, and was incited, both by views of
his own fecurity and his revenge, to take meafures in oppofition to the regent.
He applied himfelf to Angus and the queen dowager, and reprefented to them
the danger to which the infant prince was expofed, fromthe ambition of Albany,
the nex: heir to the crown, to whom the ftates had imprudently entrufted the
whole zuthority of government. By his perfwalion, fhe formed the defign of
carrying off the young King, and putting him under the protection of her bro-
ther ; and when that confpiracy Wwas difcovered, fhe herfelf, accompanied with
Hume and Angus, vithdrew into England, where fhe was foon after delivered of
a daughter.

Hevry, in order to check the authority of Albany and the French party,
gave encouragement to thefe malecontents, and aflured them of his protection.
Matters being afterwards in appearance accommodated between Hume and the
regent, that nobleman returned 1nto his own country ; but mutual fufpicions and
jealoufies ftill prevailed. He was committed to cuftody, under the care of the
earl of Arran, his brother-in-law 3 and was, for fome time, detained prifoner in
his caftle. But having perfwaded Arran to enter into the confpiracy with him, he
was allowed to make his efcapes and he openly made war upon the regent. A
new accommodation enfued, no more fincere than the foregoing; and Hume

D b ]
was fo imprudent as to put himfelf, together with his brother, into the hands of

the
# Buchanan, lib. 14. Drummond.
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the regent. They were immediately feized, comn

their trial, condemned, and executed. No leo gal crime was proved ag
brothers: It was only alleged, that, at the b...‘{[‘.c of Flouden, they n
done their duty i orting 'the King 3 and as this backwardnefs could not,
from the whole courfe of their paft life, be afcribed to cowardice, it was com-
monly imputed to a more criminal motive. The evidences, however, of guilt
produced againft them, were far from being valid or :\Ozxvincing s andthe people,

1t

who hated them while alive, were very much L.zg}‘_:tlsi}\;d with their ex:cution.
SucH violent remedies often produce, for fome time, a deceitful tranquillity ;
1dence, and beget the moft inveterate inimofities,

their confequences are co!“m*()'“Iy very fatal both to the public, and to thofe who

o
i

P 7 e
but as they deftroy mutual confide

make trial of them. The reget hOnP er, took advantage of the pr’f’f'q" calm
which prevai and being invited by the French king, who was,
ify Henry, he went over into France ; and was detamcd there
during five years. A great part of his ;1nt1\0t‘1t/ he cntruﬁed into tie hands of
Darcy, a Frenchman, whom he created warden of the mﬁrc“cc and who was
extremely vigilant in the difiribution of juftice, and the punithment of crimes and
oppreffion. But Sir David Hume, a kinfman of the uobunwn lately execute

defirous of revenging his {riend’s death on the friend of the regent, way-lald
Darcy near Dunfe; and after reproaching him with that executior, made an

attack upon him. "Darcy finding himfelf too weak to refift, and trufting to the
-ds Dunl

a: that time,

B8 §
willing

P i s . £ 1
but being ignorant of th: roads
1
h

anr N1 ~ Asae} A
and put to deatl S

i . « A

[affination as a gall
pleating then 1, wore them ever dfter at the
pummel of his faddle *. During the abfence of the re

ST ofadss 3
ir, Hume, exult

]
ant cxpxmr, cut
i

ut thefe locks, and e
gent, fuch confufions pre-
vailed in Scotland, and fuch mutual enmity, rapine, and violence, among the

great families, that that kingdom was, for a long time, utterly difabled both from
offending its enemies, and

affifting its friends. We have carried on the Scotch
hiftory fome years b:yond the prefent
nexion with the general fyftem of Europe
narration of t“(,ﬂ memorable cvcnts,

: th.’f as tha-* counfry hail little con-

It was forefeen, that a young, altive p ,'

vn.l\\

dlfpoﬁu-:n, would not fuffer to lie ufelefs tl

ceflor, before his death, had made for
obferved even to weep at the recital of the military expl

the
Ll

* Buchanan, lib. 14. Pitfcottie.
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till they had 1oLt ali their braveit troops thatt
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¢ prognoftics of his fututre valour.
made with Henry ; and having left

iim, he marched his armies towards the
mpum was to fecurc his kingdom
ainft the inc able people {till retained their
5 and 1aving taken Ma l.‘n.l ian, duke of Milan, under
their protection, leed redu ced h%m to abfolute dependance, they were de-

from Vviews bom of honour and intereft, to defend him a

an n—n(/ lf\y acal Wt
J

yoaintt his in-

1

They fortified themie lve; with numerous forces in all tuoﬁé vallies of
: rily pafs 3 and
when Francis, with great fccru:y, nd uftry, and pczmverarcc, made his entrance
into Piemont by anot Iwer paffage, they were not difmayed, but defcended into the
plain, tho unprovided of caval :y, and oppofed th emfelves to the prcﬁrc-fs of the
French arms. f;t ionan near Milan, they fou ght with Francis one of the moft
furious an d x d contefted battles, which is to be nj_t with in the hiftory of thefe latter

<1 A

the Alps; thro’ which, they thought, the French muft necel

G

ages ; and it required 1 all the her oic valour of that }mn ice to infpire his troops with
courage fufficient to refift the defperate affaulc of thofe mountaniers.. After a
bloody altion in the evening, night and inLr"e parted the combatants but
d 1 alacri ind it was not
, with to retire.
The feld was ftrowed with twent ty tl thoufand flain of both fides; and t the marefchal
Trivulzio, who had been prefent at eighteen pitched battles, declar ei that every
engagement, which he had yet feen, was only the play of children, but that the
action of Marignan was a combat of heroes *.

2 1
nexet !,“O.'“‘l‘”, the Sw AZ‘L renewec the attack

Arrer this great victory, the conquelt of the Milaneze was eafy and open.

Francis, fenfible how important the alliance of the cantons was, even in their

lOW-‘ClL' tortunc

, ‘gave -them all the conditions, which ;i';;y could have demanded,

o)

had they been ever fo fuccel fsful ; and he courted their friendthip by every pof-

“

ns were in alliance with Fr;:::ce-, and ‘as ‘they

(cenfion. The Veneti
| entirely to the fuccefles of that crown for the final rccmﬁffry of their do-
minions on the continent, they econded Francis in every cnt\; rize. Pope Leo,

whofe fole fault was tco grea

¢ finefle and artifice, a fault, which, both as a prieft

and an ltalian, it for !.m to avoid, had hit hezto temporized be-

tween the parties 3 and Francis’s victory at Marignan qurmwed him abfolutely
to embrace the friendfhip of that monarch . But what both facilita ted moft,

and
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and fecured the conqueft of the Milaneze, was the refolution of Maximilian Chap. IL.
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Tue fuccels and glory of the French manarch began to excite jealoufy in
a country, was not regardec
during that age the

pid progrefs, tho’ in fo dif!

Henry ; and his raj
; T g PSR TR SR
‘VICL‘RILAE ﬂpl‘uﬂC 1110NS L)Y LAC & 11N miniiry. igaly

feat of religion, of literature, and of commerce; and as it effed alone that

1

L St Bae I o~ AL AT - - e aradd gk 2
itre, whiicin nas ince bec 4L1011S, 1L NXCA ;1‘ atlent .:m Of

> LR
,‘“\n-

manded. Henry alfo tho t, that he had reafon to complain of

fending the duke « bany i
of his fifter, the queen dowagerf.- The repa
rotienne was alfo “’-gﬂrdcd as a breach of treaty. But above all, whut tended to

25 % s - Az ) P M 2
uft which Wolfey had taken againft

IR C he raige an A
ermining the power and ¢

ring the fortificat ons of Te-

alienate the court of England, was the difg
bi the Frencn monarch.

Henry, on the conqueft of Tournay, had refufed to admit Lewis Gaillart,
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to the court of Vienna, and had a commiffion to propofe fome confiderable
payments to Maximilian : He thence made a journey into Switzerland ; and
by like motives engaged fome of the cantons to furnifh troops to the emperor.
That prince invaded [taly with a confiderable army; but being repulfed from
before Milan, he retreated with his army into Germany, made peace with France
and Venice, delivered Verona to that republic for a fum of money, and thus
excluded himfelf, in fome m afure, from all future accefs into Italy. And Henry
found, that, after expending five or fix hundred thoufand ducats, in order to
gratify the cardinal’s refentment, he had only loofened his alliance with Francis,
without diminifhing the power of that prince.

Turre were many reafons, which engaged the King not to proceed farther
at prefent in his enmity againft France. He could hope for affiftance from no
power in Europe. Ferdinand, his father in law, who had often ceceived him,
was now declining falt from age and ‘afirmities; and a fpeedy end was looked

for to the long and profperous reign of that ereat monarch. Charles, prince of

O

Spain, fovereign of the Low Countries, defired nothing but peace with Francis,
who had it fo much in his power, if provoke d, to obftruct his peac ble acceflion
to that rich inheritance, which was waiting him. "I'b pe was overawed by
the power of France, and Venice was engaged in a ince with that mo-
narchy £. Henry thetefore remained in tranquillity ct fome times; and

fecemed to give himfelf no concern with regard to the affairs of the continent.
In vain did Maximilian endeavour to allure him into fome expence, by offering
to make a refignation of the imperial crown in.his favour. 7That artifice was too
grofs to fucceed even with a prince fo little political as Henry ; and Pace, his
envoy, who was I)erfc&ly well acquainted with the emperors motives and cha-
rafter, gave him warning, that the fole view of that ‘prince in making him fo
liberal an offer, was to draw money from him.

WaiLe an univerfal peace prevailed in Euarope, that event happened, which
had fo long been looked for, and from which fuch important confequences were
expelted, <he death of Ferdinand, the catholic, and the fucceflion of his grand-
fon, Charles, to his extenfive dominions, No commotion, however, or alte-
ration followed immediately upon that great incident. © This young prince, who
had not yet reached his fixteenth year, was already a great ftate{man, from the
excellent education which he had received, and from the mature and folid
judgment, with which nature had endowed him. He was fenfible how im~
portant it was to preferve peace with foreigners, till he fhould have eftablifhed

his

4+ Petrus de Angleria, epift. 568. 1 Guicciardini, 1ib. 12,
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his authority in his new dominions; and finding Francis defirous to take ad- Chap. IL
vantage of his prefent fitvation, he made him an offer of fuch terms as '5'¢
gained the friendfhip and alliance of that monarch. He engaged to marry
Francis’s daughter, tho’ only an infant of a year old; to receive as her dowry

all her father’s pretenfions on the kingdom of Naples; to pay him a hundred
thoufand crowns a year, till the confummation of the marriage; and to give

the King of Navarre fatisfaction with regard to his dominions *. Charles,
haviog finifhed this treaty at Noyon by his minifters, and having thus left every 1517
thing in fecurity in the Low Countries, departed for Spain, and was willingly
received to the government of thefe united kingdoms. The right of fucceffion

lay in his mother, Joan, who was flill alive; but as fhe was ufually dif-
ordered in her judgment, Ferdinand had left the adminiftration to his grandfon,
Charles; and the ftates, both of Caftile and Arragon, gave their confent to this
deftination.

TrE more Charles advanced in power and authority, the more was Francis
fenfible of the neceflity he lay under of gaining the confidence and friendfhip of
Henry ; and he took at laft the only method by which he could obtain fuccefs,
the paying court, by prefents and flattery, to the haughty cardinal.

BovviveT, admiral of France, was difpatched to London, and he was di-
rected to employ all his infiruation and addrefs, qualities for which he was re-
markable, to procure himfelf a place in Wolfey’s good graces. After the am-
baffador had fucceeded in his purpofe, he took an opportunity of exprefling his
mafter’s regret, that, by miftakes and mifapprehenfions, he had been fo un-
fortunate as to lofe a friendfhip, which he fo much valued as that of his eminence.
Wolfey was not deaf to thefe honourable advances from fo great a monarch;
and he was thenceforth obferved to exprefs himfelf, on all occafions, in favour
of the French alliance. 'The more to engage him in his interefts, Francis entered
into fuch confidence with him, that he afked his advice even in his moft fecret
affairs, and on all difficult emergencies had recourfe to him as to an oracle of
wifdom and profound policy. The cardinal made no fecret to the King of
this private correfpondence ; and Henry was fo prepoflefied in favour of the great
capacity of his minifter, that, he faid, he verily believed he would govern Francis
as well as him{elf 7.

Waen matters feemed fufficiently prepared, Bonnivet opened to the cardinal
his mafter’s defire of recovering Tournay ; and Wolfey immediately, without
hefitation, engaged to effectuate his purpofe. He took an opportunity of re-

P prefenting

v

* Recueil. de Traités par Leonard, tom. 2. t Polydore Virgil, lib; 27.
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prefenting o the King and council, that Tournay lay fo remote from Calaig,
chat it n.\uld be very diffcult, if not impo Iible, in cafe of a war, tO keep the
communication open between thofe two places: That fituate on ‘the

herl ‘ y the attacks of

frontiers b
both thefe powers

force or famine, fall into the

$ t'even Ea time of peace, it coul Id not be preferved
garrifon, to1 -eftrain the numerous and mutinous inhabitants, ever
with ths fﬁngl“n sovernment :  And that the pofleflion of- Tournay,
srecarious and expenfive, fo was it-entirely ufelefs, and gave little

or 1o accels to annoy, on (;«_u.ﬁuu, the dominions either of  Charles "ot -of

Francis.

Trss reafons were of themfelvesve 1y cmwmcmw and were fure of meeting with

no eppalition,” when they
fore was entered 1nto for th

the mouth of the cardit mal, - A treaty there-
g ap of Tournay; and in order to giveto

that meafure a'more grac nce, it was agreed, that the Daup hin and
the r*rz::;r*(: Mary, both of thcm infants, thould be b:tro.uv:d, and that this city

fhould be confidered as the dowry of the princels. Such kinds of aO'recmenr
were then common among fovereigns, tho’ it was Very fare, that the interefts
and views of the parties ".-g"“'z ued fo fteady as to render the int tended marriages
effectual. But lerable expence in building 2a citadel
at Tournay, I ‘rancis agreed to pay him 600,000 Crowns at twelve y:;]y pay-
ments, and to put into hls hmds eight hoftages, a all of them men of quality, for
the pex,ormance of the article *. And lch the cardinal fhould think himfelf

eglect ed in thefe ftxpulatlons he pronmed hit

1

had been at coni

ly penfion of twelve thou-

d livres, as an equivalent for his admini f‘ it
He alfo engaged to recall Albany from Scotland.

Francis having fucceeded fo well in this negoti
views, and to hope for more conﬁdam‘r&c advantages,

ceit of this ha U'Tllty favourite. He redoub ries t
e 1 T
Ited him more frequently in every doubt or difficulty, called him in
v
fathers tutors governor; an { profeflfed the moft unbount ded de .*"c1 1ce to

k n for the
delivery of Calais in confideration of a fum of money to be paid for it; and if

we may credit Po

;&
i

his advice and opinion. All thofe arefles were l*l‘ﬁpai'atu'c% to a negoti

who bears a particular fpite to Wolfey, on ac-

o v A
a of NIs €n

loyment and thrown into prifon by that
spofal met with a very

extravag ant @
o

i€ l'L‘("-)[iO‘J nOJ]
He ventured not, however, to lay the matter before the counc

¢s da Bellay, liv. 1.
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Fle was contented to found. privately the opii s of men, b y hints in
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COon Il as 1f e ‘xthxf:’HL Lalais a ulciels purthen to the Kii A¢{0331 0y | But
when he found, that all men were ftrongly riveted in a CO‘lt""XV } ficn, he
thought it dangerous to proceed any farther in his purpofe; and f;,znm-v.

after, into new attachments with the King of Spain, Ll e great ffm,fﬂ’nip between

Francis and him bcgan gradual Iy to decline.

L ault

THE enormous pride of ‘Wolfey was now farther encreafed by a great acceffion
of dignity ‘and power 'hml he had received. Cardinal Campegoio had been

fent as legate into England, in orde

er to procure a tythe from the clergy, for p
enabling the pope to oppole the progrefs of the ka%; a danger which 8
was real, and was formida to all chriftendom, but which had besn fo
often made ufe of to ferve interefted purpofes  of t’m court of Rome,

-

o{t all influence on the minds of the people. ' The Clergy r:fuf
A
i

1€ IErgy riiuied
ith Leo’s demanc

: Campeggio was recalled ; and the King cefir
that. Wolfey, who had been joined in this commiffion, might
alone be invelied with the legantine 'owc-r, together with the right of vif

ing all the clergy and monafteries, and even with ib‘fpcnc‘;i:‘x; the whol

nity, made a new difplay of that {tatc and parade, to which he was {c

of the church during a twelve-month, Wolfey, having obtained

addi¢ted. On folemn feaft-days, he was not contented without faying ma’s af

the'manner of ‘the pope himfelf : D bifhops and abbots to ferve
him 3 he even ed the firflt: nol water and the towel He
affetted a rank fuperior to what had ever been claimed by eny churchman in
England. Warham, the ;\111. ate, having wrote him a letter ] -

elfy your loving broiber, Wolley complained of
thus challenging an equality with him. When Warham
he had ;gwcez he m:mlc i:ght of the matter. ¢
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and cenforial powers even over the
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the people were the more difgufted, when they faw a man, who indulged himfelf
in the licences of pleafure, fo fevere in reprefling the leaft appearance of immo-
rality in others. But to render his court more obnoxious, Wolfey made one
John Allen the judge in it, a perfon of frandalous life *, whom he himfelf, as
chancellor, had condemned for perjuty : And as this man either exaéted fines
from every one whom he was pleafed to find guilty, or took bribes to drop pro-
fecutions, men concluded, and with fome appearance of reafon, that he fhared
with the cardinal thefe wages of iniquity. The clergy, and in particular the
monks, were expofed to this tyranny ; and as the libertinifm of their lives often
gave a juft handle againft them, they were obliged to buy an indemnity, by
paying Jarge fums of money to the legate or his judge. Not contented with this
authority, Wolfey pretended, by virtue of his commiffion, to affume the power
of all the bifhops courts; particularly that of judging of Willsand Teftaments ;
and his decifions in thefe important points were efteemed not a little arbitrary.
As if he himfelf were pope, and asif the pope could difpofe abfolutely of every
ecclefiaftical eftablifhment, he prefented to whatever priories or benefices he
pleafed, without regard to the right of ele&ion in the monks, or of patronage
in the nobility and gentry .

No one durft carry to the King any complaint againlt thefe ufurpations of
Wolfey, till Warham ventured to inform him of the difcontents of his people.
Henry profefied his ignorance of the whole matter. ¢« A man,” faid he, “ is
« not fo blind any where as in his own houfe : But do you, father,” added he
to the primate, ¢ go to Wolfey, and tell him, if any thing be amifs, that he
« amend it.”> A reproof of this kind was not likely to be effe€tual: It only
ferved to augment Wolfey’s enmity to Warham : But one London having pro-
fecuted Allen, the legate’s judge, in a court of law, and convicted him of mal-
verfation and iniquity, the clamour at laft reached the King’s ears, and he ex-
preffed fuch difpleafure to the cardinal as made him ever after more cautious in
exerting his authority f.

WHILE

* Strype’s Memorials, vol. 1. p. 125.

4 Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. This whole rarration has been copied by all the hiftorians from the
author here cited : There are many circumftances, however, very fufpicious, both becaufe of the ob-
vious partiality of the hiftorian, and becaufe the parliament, when they afterwards examined Wolfey’s
condu&, could find no proof for any material crime he had committed.

1 This year and the foregoing the fiveating ficknefs raged anew in England. Tt was called Sudor
Anglicus, becaufe few, except the Englifh nation, were atiacked by it. Its malignity was fuch, that

it commonly killed within three hours of its commencement. Some towns loft by it an half, others
two thirds of their inhabitants.
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WaiLe Henry, indulging himflf in pleafure and amufement, entrufted the
government of his kingdom to this imperious minilter, an incident happened
abroad, which excited his attention. Maximilian the emperor died, a man,
who, of himfelf, was indeed of little confequence ; but as his death left vacant the
firft ftation among chriftian princes, it put all men’s fpirits into agitation, and
proved a kind of @ra in the general fyftem of Europe. The Kings of France and
Spain immediately declared themfelves candidates for the imperial throne; and
employed every expedient of money or intrigue, which promifed them fuccefs in
fo great a point of ambition. Henry alfo was encouraged to put in his preten-
fions ; but his minifter, Pace, who was difpatched to the electors, found that he began

to follicit too late, and that the votes of all thefe princes were already pre engaged
either on the one fide or the other.

Francrs and Charles made profeffion from the beginning of carrying on this
rivalthip with emulation, but without enmity; and Francis in particular de-
clared, that his brother Charles and he were, fairly and openly, fuitors to the
fame miftrefs : The more fortunate, added he, will carry her; and the other
muft reft contented *. But all men appreiended, that this extreme moderation,
however reafonable, would not be of long duration; and that incidents would
certainly occur to fharpen the minds of the candidates againft each other, It was
Charles who at laft prevailed, to the great difappointment of the French monarch,
who ftill continued in the belief, that the majority of the electoral college was
engaged in his favour. ~ And as he was fome years fuperior in age to his rival,
and, after his vitory at Marignan, and conqueft of the Milanefe, much fuperior
in renown, he could not fupprefs his indignation, at being thus, in the face of all
mankind, after long and anxious expectation, poft-poned in fo important a pre-
tenfion. From this concurrence, as much as from oppefition of intereft, arofe
that emulation between thofe two great monarchs, which, while it kept their
whole age in agitation, fets them in fo remarkable a contraft to each other:
Both of them princes endowed with talents-and abilities; brave, afpiring, altive,
induftrious; beloved by their fervants and fubjeéts, dreaded by their enemies,
and refpetted by all the world : Francis, open, frank, liberal, munificent, car-
rying thefe virtues to an excefs which prejudiced his affairs : Charles, political,
clofe, artificial, frugal; better calculated to obtain fuccefs in wars and in nego-
tiations, efpecially the latter. The one, the more amiable man; the other, the
greater monarch. The King, from his overfights and indifcretions, naturally
expofed to misfortunes ; but qualified, by his fpirit and magnanimity, to extri-
cate himfelf from them with honour: The emperor, by his defigning, interefted:

character,,

# Belcario, lib, 16. Guicciardin, Lib. 13:

Chap. II
1510,

12th of Janu-

ary.

Death of the
emperor Max-
imilian.

Chatles, King
of Spain,
chofen empe-
ror,




- 10 -
( 1o ¥
ol 2 Y 3
| ne.piace of one whom ;E‘:

of thefe princes thus counterpoifed each

difadvantages of their dom ‘:n AAAAAA Fortune alone,

){;." ::,{V: de n fo great
he

”“h?.x;-a He ‘c:.:;ucdz ucc mon of

{ Auftria, of Ldrounuy
of Granada: Election entitl ed him to the Cl:‘,lt'.r;:

i n\ip! S
bounds of the globe
, {s the whole
treafures; -as ygr entie and unrifled, of the new world. - But tho’ the concur-
rence of all thefe advantages formed an empire greater and more extenfive th

the Ro: i

D -

¢

»e enlarged a little before his time, that

1an
m of France alone,
-rpofed between all

any known in Europe {ince that of

being clofe, compact, united, ric

the provinces of Charles’s dominions, was able to make a vigorous oppofition to
nis p \";;':"-,,,7 and mai 1tain the

Henry poflefied that fdicity, of being able, both by the native. force of his

kingdom and its fituation, to hold the ballance between thole: two powers s and
had he koown to improve, by p"']m, and prudence, this ﬁnl;j;uh.r ':.And 1n¢
eally, by means of it, a_ greates r of thofe
I il 1 * P [ i | i . ) 5.0
wRO 1€CIIC €. 1051 -LtREC. L OF LLUrc ! G but thc
charater of this King was heedl incenfiderate, -caprici impolitic 3 guided

.,J his paflion or his favourite ;. vain, imperious,

i,.L..u.WIJ for foreign powers, oftecer by
t»:‘ }. - And 11::‘.?, L.J he trivmphed in that fuvneriority which his fituation in
Europe eh - never employed it to the effential and durable advantage of
his kingdom o1 n.
. - fa e
Fr | inted eavoured to ac-
& - > e - T3 i~ 2 _ . . 2
commodate his condué to it. He follicited an interview near Calais 5 in expec-
- "~ g 1 - - . ~ . . . - -3
ition of being able, by r‘@;’;'.’(::'l:it:gﬂ, to gain upon his ﬁrzcndﬂnp and
confidence. '»,.-fi‘::‘f nded this propofal ; and hoped, in the pre efence
bl Iy s £ \f Wis riches. - his I N 1ce
of both:¢ to make parade of his riches, his hmmv‘.;x, and his influence
over both monarcl And as Henry himfelf loved pomp and magpnificence, and
had entertained iofity of being perfonally acqu mtcd with the French King,
he very chearfully adjufted all the pxehmxmues of this interview. The nobility

it

£ ¢ AREIRY - %
of both nations {trove to {urpals eac
I

Many of them




pl'(‘

‘AIJ on the

\'axzxt/,

itilled into this afpi
the fole point of elev
wifhes with the {x m

whe

)

)

P

th

ruact

1€ ava

iring prel

'd[iOl‘.

5 - 1 19

Co 1 e GCL

it S he 241 s
iCPail LT Gidl

G

1 I

irice,

AT n <7 X7
4N N  § Y {II- 11
| 1o Pe Bl s 3
anda were not abie, tne Yy O] 1€
BTSN G S TR IR T
naour Oof a Iew daays. 1 0 duKe o

anda

amot

ate the hog

beyond hi

5

flatteries

e ardour, as if for

le court -

h §

R aa e o RS
Lnaries’s aeparture,

In hopes of reac

and from erL..Cv

nfely 3’:{,11, was fomewhat addite
: | int to immenfe fums,
he (j;i}'dlxll‘,

:-xci'cnt greathefs, it was -fure to attra

~ 1

to I}CL

cr ,vl

Countries, to ma

his own d(;lﬂhu@ﬂs.

it ~ o) . A ag
oI attamung thepapacy ; :and as

1

¢ had never, as yet, favoured him wi
by the emiperor’s

whom he believed the author of that

hich proved afterwards to Buckingham the fource

ir

th

+}
8

1

to . aic ] 5
tne at a €
ilai | i : r

X >

'y R [.H, =

U ¥ 0Ot

1V OUl L1 LiAiIlalillyy

L3 :




Chap- TL

1520

(\/

112 HISTORY or ENGLAND.

Lo

Tup two monarchs, after faluting each other in the moft cordial manner,
retired into a tent which had been erected on purpofe, and they held a {ecret con-
ference together. Henry here propofed to make fome amendments on the arti-
cles of thc;r former alliance 5 and he began to read the treaty, I Henry King :
Thele were the firft words 3 and he ftopt a moment. He f{ubjoined only the
words, of England, witbout adding, France, the ufual ftyle of the Englith mo-
narchs *.  Francis remarked this delicacy, and exprefled by a {mile his approba-
tion of it.

He took an opportunity foon after of paying a compliment to Henry of a
more effential nature. That generous prince, full of honour himfelf, and inca-
pable of diftrufting others, was (hocked at all the precautions which were ob-
ferved, whenever he had an interview with the Englith monarch : The number
of their guards and attendants was carefully counted on both fides: Every ftep
was ferupuloufly meafured and adjufted = And if the two Kings propofed to pay
a vifit to the queens, they departed from their feveral quarters at the fame inftant,
which was marked by the firing of a culverin 3 they paflfed each other in the mid-
dle point-between the places ; and at the fame inftant that Henry entered Ardres,

. Francis put himfelf into the hands of the Englith at Guifnes. In order to break

off this tedious ceremony, which contained fo many difhonourable implications,
Francis, one day, took with him two gentlemen and a page, and rode directly
into Guifnes. The guards were furprized at the prefence of the monarch, who
called aloud to them, You are all my prifoners: Carry me to your mafter. Henry
was equally aftonithed at the appearance of Francis; and taking him in his arms,
¢ My brother,” faid he, ¢ you have here played me the moft agreeable trick in
¢ the world, and have fhowed me the full confidence I may place in you: I fur-
< render myfelf your prifoner from this moment.” He took from his neck a
collar of pearls, worth 15000 angels 13 and putting it about Francis’s, begged
him to wear it, for the fake of his prifoner. Francis agreed, but on condition
that Henry fhould wear a bracelet, of which he made him a prefent, and which
was double in value to the collar t. The King went next day to Ardres, with-
out guards or attendants; and confidence being now fully eftablithed between the
monarchs, they employed the reft of the time entirely in tournaments and
feftivals.

A Derraxce had been fent by the two Kings to each others court, and thro’
all the chief cities of Furope, importing, that Henry and Francis, with fourteen
aids, would be ready, in the plains of Picardy, to anfwer all comers, that wefe

4 gentlemen,

* Memoires de Fleuranges. + An angel was then eltimated at feven fhillings, or near twelve

of our prefent money.

1 Memoires de Ficuranges.
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gentlemen, at tilt, tourney, and barriers. The monarchs, in order to fulfil Chap. II.
this challenge, advanced into the field on horfeback, Francis furrounded with - 13%©
Henry’s guards, and Henry with thofe of Francis. They weregorgioufly apparelled;
and were both of them the moft comely perfonages of the age, as well as the moft
expert in every military exercife, They carried away the prize at all trials ir
thofe rough and dangerous paftimes; and feveral horfes and riders were over-
thrown by their vigour and dexterity. The ladies were the judges in thefe feats
of chivalry, and put anend to the rencounter whenever they judged it expedient.
Henry ereted a fpacious houfe of wood and canvas, which had been framed in
London ; and he here feafted the French monarch. - He had placed a motto on
this fabric, under the figure of an Englith archer embroidered on it, Cui adbereo
precft.  He prevailswhom I favour ¥ : Exprefling his own fituation, as holding
in his hands the ballance of power among the potentates of Europe. In thefe sl Al TN
entertainments, more than in any ferious bufinefs, did the two Kings pafs the
time, till their departure,

Hexry, after his return to Calais, paid a vifit to the emperor and Margaret
of Savoy at Gravelines, and engaged them to go along with him to Calais, and
pafs fome daysin that fortrefs. ~The artful and politic Charles here compleated
the impreflion, which he had begun to make on Henry and his favourite, and
effaced all the friendfhip, to which the frank and liberal nature of Francis had
given birth, As the houfe of Auftria began fenfibly to take the afcendant over
the French monarchy, the interefts of England required that fome {upport fhould
be given to the latter, and above all, that any important wars thould be prevented,
which might beftow on either of them a decifive fuperiority over the other. “But
the jealoufy of the Englith againft France has ever prevented a cordial union
between thefe nations: And Charles, fenfible of this hereditary animofity, and
defirous farther to flatter Henry’s vanity, had made him an offer, (an offer in
which Francis was afterwards obliged to concur) that he fhould be entire arbiter
in any difpute or difference that fhould arife between the monarchs. But the
great mafterpiece of Charles’s politics was the fecuring Wolfey in his interefls, by
very important fervices, and ftill higher promifes. He renewed affurances of
affifting him 1n obtaining the papacy ; and he put him in prefent poffeflion of the
revenues, belonging to the fees of Badajox and Palencia in Caftile. The acqui-

{itions of Wolfey were now become o exorbitant, that, joined to the penfions
froo foreign powers, which Henry allowed him to poffefs, his revenues were
computed nearly to equal thofe which belonged to the crown itlelf; and he {pent

3 3 them
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them with 2 magnificence, or rather an oftentation, which gave general offence to

the people ; and much lefiened his mafter in the eyes of all foreign nations *,

1521, Tug violent perfonal emulation and political jealoufy which had taken

: place between the emperor and the French King, foon broke into a&ion,

veen Francis fent an army 10t0 Navarre under the command of De Foix, in order

and ¢q replace the family «f Albert in the pofleffion of that kingdom; and this en-

terprizccmld not have been complained of as -a breach of treaty, if De Foix:

had confined himfelf to that equitable defign. But after he had {ubdued Na-

i varre, finding Spain in great diforder from the infurreétions of the people, he

i thought the opportunity favourable, and he ventured, with Francis’s approba-

‘ tion, to lay fiege to Loogrogno in Caftile. This invafion, contrary to what was:

expetted, put an end to the domeftic-diffentions of the Caftilians 3 who attacked

the French, obliged them to raife the fiege, purfued the advantage, and entirely

expelled them Navarre, which has ever fince remained united with the Spa-

thid i nith monarchy . Robert de la Marck, duke of Boiiillon and prince of  Sedan,

| having received fome difguft from the governefs of the Low Countries, had taken

arms and invaded thofe provinces ;. and had even fent a challenge or defiance to

the emperor himfelf £: A boldnefs, which feemed entirely unaccountable, except

on the fuppofition that this petty prince had received fecret encouragement from

Francis. On the other hand, Charles, in order to chaftife the infolence of Ro-

bert, had levied a powerful army, and advanced to the fronticrs of France, which

le threatened with an invafion. Hoftilities were foon carried farther ; his gene-

rals befieged Moufon, which they took 5 they invefted Mezieres, where they met

with a repulfe.  In Traly likewife the two monatchs were not inactive. Francis

‘ negotiated with the Pope, in order to engage him to concur in expelling the im-

L perialifts from Naples : But Charles had the addrefs to finith his league with the

i fame power for expelling the French from Milan; and the united arms of the allies
had invaded that dutchy, and had almoft entirely finithed their enterprize.

Wit thefe ambitious and warlike princes were committing hoftilities on each
other in every part of Europe, they ftill made profeffions of the ftrongeft defire of
peace ; and both of them carried inceffantly their complaints to Henry, as to the

ki of arbiter or umpire berween them. The King, who appeared neutral, engaged themto
Henry. ~nd their ambaffadors to Calais, there to negotiate a peace under the mediation of

; Wolfey and the pope’s nuntio. The emperor was well acquainted with the par-

i g tiality of thefe mediators; and his demands in the conference were fo unreafonable,
ae as plainly proved him conicious of this advantage. He required the reftitution
‘ ‘ of

* Polydore Virgil. Hall. + Vera, hift, de Charl. V. 1 Memoires de Bellay, 1ib. 1.




HENRY VL 115

of Burgundy, a province, which had been ceded many years before by treaty,
and which would have given him accefs into the midft of France: And he de-
manded to be freed from the homage, which his anceftors had ever paid far
Flanders and Ariois, and which he himfelf had, by the treaty of Noyon, pro-
mifed to renew. On Francis’s rejecting thefe terms, the congrefs at Calais broke
up, and Wolfey, foon after, took a journey to Bruges, where he met with the
emperor. He was received with the fame ftate, magnificence, and refpect, as if
he had been the King of England himfelf; and he concluded in his mafter’s
name an offenfive alliance with the pope and the emperor againft France. He
engaged that England fhould next fummer invade that kingdom with forty thou-
fand men ; and he betrothed to Charles the princefs Mary, the King’s only child,
who had now fome profpect of inheriting the crown. This extravagant alliance,
which was prejudicial to the interefts, and might have proved fatal to the liberty
and independance of the kingdom, was the refult of the humours and prejudices

of the King, and the private views and expectations of the cardinal.
THE people faw every day new inftances of the uncontrouled authority of this
minifter. The duke of Buckingham, conftable of England, the firft nobleman
both for family and fortune in the kingdom, had been fo unfortunate as to give
«difguft to the cardinal, and it wassnot long before he found reafon to repent his
indifcretion. He feems to have been a man full of levity and rafh projets; and
being infatuated with judicial aftrelogy, he entertained commerce with one Hop-
kins, a carthufian monk, who encouraged him with the notion of mounting one
day the throne of England. He was defcended by a female from the duke of
Glocefter, youngeft fon of Edward the third ; and tho’ his claim to the crown was
thereby very remote, he had been fo imprudent as to let fall fome expreflions, as
if he thought himfelf beft intitled, in cafe the King fhould die without ifive, to
poflefs the royal dignity. He had not even abftained from threats againft the
King’s life, and had provided himfelf of arms, which he intended to employ, in
cafe a favourable opportunity fhould offer. He was brought to a trial ; and the
duke of Norfolk, whofe fon, the earl of Surtey, had married Buckingham’s
daughter, was created lord fteward, in order to prefide at this folemn procedure.
The jury confifted of a duke, a marquis, feven earls, and twelve barons; and
they gave fentence againft Buckingham, which was foon after put in execution.
There is no reafon to think the fentence unmjuft *; but asBuckingham’s crime
feemed to proceed more from indifcretion than deliberate malice, the people, who
Joved that nobleman, expeéied that the King would grant- him a pardon, and
afcribed 'their difappointment to the malice and revenge of the cardinal. The
Q 2 Kirge’s

* Herbert. Hall. Stow, 513. Holl
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King’s own jealoufy, however, againft all pretenders to the crown, was, fot-
withftanding his undoubted title, very remarkable during the whole courfe of his
reign ; and was alone {ufficient to render him implacable againft Buckingham,
The office of conftable, which Buckingham inherited from the Bohuns, earls of
Hereford, was forfeited, and was never after revived by Henry.

b > e G gl ¢

Digreffion - concerning the ecclefiaflical flate~—Origin of the reformas

tion. Martin Luther. Henry receives the title of defender of
the faith. Caufes of the progrefs of the reformation. War with
France. Invafion of France. War with Scotland. A Par-
liament. Invafion of France.——Italian wars. The King of

Battle of Pavia and captivity of Erancis.
Sack of Rome. League

France invades Italy.
o Francis recovers bis liberty.
awith France.

URING fome years, many parts of Europe had been agitated with thofe
religious controverfies, which produced the reformation, one of the greateft
events in hiftory : But as it was not till this time, that the King of England pub-
lickly took part in the quarrel, we had no occafion to give any account of its
rife and progrefs. It will now be neceflary to explain thefe theological difputes
or what is more material, to trace from their origin thofe abulfes, which fo ge-
nerally diffufed the opinion, that a reformation of the church or ecclefiaftical
order was become highly expedient, if not abfolutely neceffary.  We fhall be
better enabled to comprehend the fubject, if we take the matter a little higher,
and refle a moment on the reafons, why- there muft be an ecclefiaftical order;
and a public cftablithment of religion in every civilized community, The im=

portance of the prefent occafion will, T hope, excufe this fhort digreflion.

MoszT of the arts and profefiions in a ftate are of fuch a nature, that, while
they promote the interefts of the fociety, they are alfo ufeful or agreeable to fome
individuals ; and in that cafe, the conftant rule of the magiftrate, except, per-
haps, on the firlt introduétion of any art, is, to leave the profeffion to itfelf, and
truft its encouragement to the individuals, who reap the benefit of it. 'The arti-

zans, finding their profits to rife by the favour of their cuftomers, encreafe, as
]
> much
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much as pofible, their fkill and induftry ; and as matters are not difturbed by
any injudicious tampering, the commodity is always fure to be at all times ex-
actly proportioned to the demand.

Bur there are alfo fome callings, which, tho’ ufeful and even neceflary in a
ftate, bring no advantage nor pleafure to any individuals; and the fupreme power
is obliged to alter its conduét with regard to the retainers of thofe profeffions.
It muft give them public encouragement in order to their fubfiftance ; and it
muft provide againft that negligence, to which they will naturally be fubject,
either by annexing particular honour to the profeflion, by eftablifhing a long
fubordination of ranks and a ftrit dependance, or by fome other expedient.
The perfons employed in the finances, armies, fleets, and magiftracy are in-
ftances of this order of mena

It may naturally be thought, at firft view, that the ecclefiaftics belong to the
firft clafs, and that their encouragement, as well as that of lawyers and phyfi-
cians, may fafely be trufted to the liberality of individuals, who are attached
to their dorines, and who find benefit or confolation from their fpiritual miniftry
and affiftance. Their induftry and vigilance will, no doubt, be whetted by fuch
an additional motive ; and their {kill in the profeflion, as well as their addrefs
in governing the minds of the people, muft receive daily encreafe, from their
encreafing practice, ftudy, and attention.

But if we confider the matter more clofely, we fhall find, that this interefted
diligence of the clergy is what every wife legiflator will ftudy to avoid 3 becaufe in
every religion, except the true, it is highly pernicious, and has even a natura
tendency to pervert the true, by infufing into it a ftrong mixture of fuperftition,
folly, and delufion. Each ghoftly pra&titioner, in order to render himfelf more
precious and facred in the eyes of his retainers, muft infpire them with the moft
violent abhorrence againfl all other feéts, and continually endeavour, by fome
novelty, to excite the languid devotion of his audience. No regard will be paid
to truth, morals, or decency in the doctrines inculcated. Every tenet will be
adopt d, that beft fuits the diforderly affeftions of the human frame. Cuftomers
will be drawn to each conventicle by new induftry and addrefs in practifing on
the paffions and credulity of the populace. And in the end, the civil magiftrate
will find, that he has paid dearly for his pretended frugality, in faving a fettled
foundation for the priefts; and that in reality the moft decent and advantageous
compofition, which he can make with the fpiritual guides, is to bribe their in-
dolence, by affixing ftated fallaries to their profeffion, and rendering it fuper-
fluous for them to be farther a&ive, than merely to preferve their flock from
firaying in queft of new paftures. And in this manner ecclefiaftical eftablith-

ments,
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ments, the’ commonly they arofe at firlt from religious views, prove in the end
PR B T e Sy £ AP
advantageous to the pohs:c;«.l interefls of fociety.

Bur we may obferve, that few -ecclefiaftical eftablifhments have been fixed

upon 2 wotle foundation than that of the..church of Rome, or have been at-
tended with circumftances more hurtful to the peace and happinefs of mankind;
Tuz large revenues, privileges, immunities, and powers of the clergy ren-

dered’ them formidable 'to ithe civil magftrate, and armed with too extenfive
authority an order'sf men, who always adhere clofely together, and who never
want a i)l:—mﬁble pretence for their encroachments and ufurpations. The higher
dignities of the church ferved, indeed, to the fupport of gentry and nobility ;
but by the eftablithment of monafteries, many of the loweft vulgar were taken
from the ufeful arts, and maintained in thofe receptacles of floth and ignorance.
The fupreme head of the churéh was a foreign potentate, who was guided by
interefts, always different, fometimes contrary to thofe of the community. And
as the hierarchy was neceffarily folicitous to preferve an unity of faith, rites and
ceremonies, all liberty of thought ran a manifeft rifque of being extinguifhed ;
and violent perfecutions, or what was worfe, a ftupid and abject credulity, took
place-every where.

T'o encreafe thefe evils, the church, tho’ the poffefled large revenues, was not
contented with her acquifitions, but retained a power of pratifing farther on
the ignorance of mankind. She even beftowed on each individual prieft a power
of enriching himfelf by the volantary oblations of the faithful, and left him
ftill a powerful motive for diligence and induftry in his calling. And thus,
that church, tho’ an expenfive and burthenfome eftablithment, was liable to many
of the inconveniencies, which belong to an order of priefts, trufted entirely to
their own art and invention for attaining a fubfiftance.

Tre advantages, attending the Romifh hierarchy, were but a fmall compen-
fation for its ‘inconveniencies. The ecclefiaflical privileges, during barbarous
times, had ferved as a cheque to the defpotifm of Kings. The union of all the
weltern churches under the fupreme pontiff facilitated the intercourfe of nations,
and tended to bind Europe into an immenfe republic. And the pomp and
{plendour -of worfhip, which belonged to fo opulent an eftabli(hment, contris
buted, in fome refpects, to the encouragement of the fine arts, and began to
diffufe a general elegance of tafte, by uniting it with religion.

I+ will “eafily be conceived, that, tho’ the ballance of evil prevailed in the
Romilh church, this was not the chief reafon, which produced the reformation,
A concurrence of incidents muft have contributed to forward that great work.

4 Pork
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Port Leo the tenth, by his generous and enterprizing temper, had very much ex-
haufted the treafury, and was obliged to make ufeof every invention, which might
yield money, in order to fupport his projetts; pleafures, and liberalitics. The

{cheme of felling indulgences was fuggeited to him, as an expedient which had e

often ferved in former times to draw money from the chriftian world, and make

devout people willing contributors to the grandeur and riches of the court of

Rome. The church, it was iuppofj was pofleffed of a great ftock of merit,
as being intitled to all the good works of the fuints, beyond what were employed
in their-own juftification ; and even to the merits of Chrift himfelf, which were
infinite and unbounded : And from this unexhaufted treafury, the pope might
retail particular portions, and by that traffic acquire money, to be employed in
pious: purpofes, the refifting the Turk, or fubduing fchifmatics. When the
money came into his treaﬁuy, the greateft: part of it was ufually diverted to
other purpofes *,

IT is commonly believed, that Lico, from the penetration of his geniuc, -and
his familiarity with literature, was fully acquainted with the ridicule and fallacy

of the doctrines; which, as fupreme pontiff, he was obliged by his intereft to -

promote : And it is the lefs wonder, therefore, that he employed for his profic
thofe pious frauds, which his predeceflors, the moft ignorant and credulous,
had always, under plaufible pretexts, made ufe of for their felfith purpofcs He
publifhed the fale of a general indulgence 1 ; and as his expsnces bad not only
exhaufted his ufual revenue, but even ant'cxpand the income of this extr: ~";:‘i'z\1r\;
expedient, the feveral branches of it were openly given away to icul
fons, who were entitled to levy the 1r1poﬁh
Saxony and the countries bordering on the bql'lb was :
dalene, married to Cibo, natural fon of Innocent the eighth; and the, in order
to enhance her p"oﬁt, had farmed out the revenue to one Arcemboldi, a Genoefe,
now a bifhop, formerly a merchant, who ftill ret rain(d all the ILIC:'GL‘VS arts of
his former profeflion £. The Auftin friars had ufually been employed in Saxony
to preach the indulgences, and from this truft had derived both profit and confi-
deration : But Axccmboldx fearing, left pr‘:é’i?/'c might have m"\wt hem means
to fecret the money §, and expeting no extraordinary  fuccefs from the ordina ry
methods of colletion, -gave this occupation to the ('ion";lt‘ia\:ns. Thefe n
in order to prove themfelves worths
gerated the benefit of indulgences by the moft unbounded ics’y and ‘ad-
vanced dotrines on that head, which, tho’ not n than thofe al-
ready received, were fuch as the ears of the people were not yet fully accuftomed
to.

7 of the diftin&ion cenferred on them

)

- Paul and Sleidan, e 1 Father Paul, Sleidan, § Father Paul, lib: 1
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to. To add to the fcandal, the colle&ors of this revenue are faid to have
Jived very licentious lives, and to have fpent in taverns, gaming houfes, and
places ftill more :nfamous, the money, which devout perfons had faved from their
ufual expences, in order to purchafe a remiffion of their fins *.

Ay thefe circumftances might have given offence, but would have been at-
tended with no event of any importance, had there not arifen a man, qualified
to take advantage of the incident. Martin Luther, an Auttin friar, profeffor
in the univerfity of Wirtemberg, refenting the affront put upon his order, began
to preach againft thefe abufes in the fale of indulgences ; and being naturally of
a fiery temper, and being provoked by oppofition, he proceeded even to decry
indulgences themfelves; and was thence carried, by the heat of difpute, to
queftion the authority of the pope, from which his adverfaries derived their chief
arguments againft him 4.  Still as he enlarged his reading, in order to fupport
thefe tenets, he difcovered fome new abufe or error in the church of Rome
and finding his opinions greedily hearkened to, he promulgated them by writing,
difcourfes, fermons, conferences ; and daily encreafcd the number of his difciples.
All Saxony, all Germany, all Europe were in a very little time filled with the
voice of this daring innovator ; and men, rouzed from that lethargy, in which
they had fo long flept, began to call in queftion the moft antient and moft re-
ceived opinions. The elector of Saxony, favourable to Luther’s doétrine, pro-
tefted him from the violence of the papal jurifdiction : The republic of Zaric
even reformed their church according to the new model : Many fovereigns of
the empire, and the imperial diet itfelf, thowed a favourable difpofition towards
it :+ And Luther, a man naturally inflexible, vehement, opinionative, was be-
come incapable, either from promifes of advancement, or terrors of feverity, to
relinquith a fe&, of which he was himfelf the founder, and which brought him
a glory, fuperior to all others, the glory of diftating the religious faith and prin-
ciples of multitudes.

Tur rumour of thefe innovations foon reached England 5 and as there ftill
{ubfifted in that kingdom great remains of the Lollards, whofe principles refembled
thofe of Luther, the new doétrines gained fecretly many partizans among the
Jaiety of all ranks and denominations. Henry had been educated in a ftrict at-
tachment to the church of Rome, and he bore a particular prejudice againft
Luther, who, in his writings, fpoke with contempt of Thomas Aquinas, the
King’s favourite author : He oppofed himfelf therefore to the progrefs of the
Lutheran tenets, by all the influence which his extenfive and almoft abfolute au-

thority

* Father Paul, lib. 1. + Father Paul, sleidan
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thority conferred upon him: He even undertook to combat them with weapons  Chap. II%,
not ufually employed by monarchs, efpecially thofe in the flower of their age, '**'
and force of their paffions. He wrote a book in Latin againft the principles of
Luther 3 a performance, which, if allowance be made for the fubjeét and the

age, does no difcredit to his capacity. He fent a copy of it to Leo, who re-

ceived fo magnificent a prefent with great teftimony of regard ; and conferred on

him, the title of defender of the faith ; an appellation flill retained by the ey, v
Kings of England. Luther, who was in the heat of controverfy, foon wrote an ceives the title
anfwer to Henry ; and without regard to the dignity of his antagonift, treated |

him with all the acrimony of ftyle, to which, in the courfe of his polemics, he

had {o long been accuftomed. The King, by this ill ufage, was ftill more preju-

diced againft the new doétrines; but the public, who naturally favour

the weaker party, were inclined to attribute to Luther the vi€tory in the difpute 1.

And as the controverfy became more illuftrious, by Henry’s entering the lifts,

it drew more the attention of mankind ; and the Lutheran doctiine acquired

daily new converts in every part of Europe.

thc faim.

Tue quick and furprizing progrefs of this bold fet may juftly in part be o
afcribed to the late invention of printing, and revival of learnmw: Not that pr
reafon bore any confiderable part, in opening men’s eyes with regard to the im. reformation.
poftures of the Romifh church: For of all branches of literature, philofophy
had, as yet, and till long afterwards, made the moft inconfiderable proweft-
neither is there any inftance where argument has been able to free the people from
that enormous load of abfurdity, with which fuperftition has every where over-
whelmed them : Not to mention, that the rapid advance of the Lutheran doc-
trine, and the violence, with which it was embraced, prove fufficiently, that it
owed not its fuccefs to reafon and refletion. The art of printing and the revival
of learning forwarded its progrefs in another manner. By means of that art,
the books of Luther and his feGaries, full of vehemence, declamation and a rude
eloquence, were propagated more quickly, and in greater numbers. The minds
of men, fomewhat awakened from a profound fleep of fo many centuries, were
prepared for every novelty, and fcrupled lefs to tread in any unufual path, which
was opened to them. And as copies of the fcriptures and other antient monu-
ments of the chriftian faith became more common, men perceived the innova-
tions, which were introduced after the firft centuries ; and though argument and
reafoning could not give conviction, an hiftorical fa&, wecll fupported, was able
to make impreflion on their underftandings.- Many of the powers, indeed, affumed
by the church of Rome, were very antient, and were prior to almoft every

R political

1 Father Paul, lib. 1.
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ftics would no¢

srivileoes as matters of civil right, which time could ren-

nolitical government eftablited in Europe : But as the ecclefiaf
fubmit to poffefs their
der valid, but
their primitive charter ; and they could, without much difficulty, perceive its

defeé in truth and authenticity.

ftill to a divine origin, men were tempted to look into

Ix order to beftow on this topic. the greater influence, Luther and his followers,
not fatisfied with oppofing the pretended divinity of the Romifh church, and
difplaying the temporal inconveniencies of that eftablithment, carried matters
much farther, and treated the religion of their anceftors, as abominable, deteft-
able, damnable; foretold by facred writ itfelf as the fource of all wickedrefs and
pollution. They denominated the pope antichrift, called his communion the
fcarlet whore, and gave to Rome the appellation of Babylon; exprefiions,
which, however applied, were to be found in feripture, and which were better
calculated to operate on the multitude than the moft folid arguments. Excited by
conteft and perfecution on the one hand, by fuccefs and applaufe on the other,
many of the reformers carried their oppofition to the oreateft extremity againft
the church of Rome ; and in contradition to the multiplied fuperftitions, with
which that communion was loaded, they adopted an enthufiaftic ftrain of dcvao-
tion, which admitted of no obfervances, tites or ceremonies, but placed all merit
in a myfterious fpecies of faith, in inward vifion, rapture, and extacy. The
new fectaries, feized with this fpirit, were indefatigable in the propagation of
their doétrine, and fet at defiance all the anathemas and punifhments, with which
the Roman pontiff endeavoured to overwhelm them.

Tuat the civil power, however, might afford them proteQtion aguinft the
ecclefiaftical jurifdiétion, the Lutherans advanced do&rines favourable, in fome
refpeéts, to the temporal authority of fovereigns. They inveighed againft the
abufes of the court of Rome, with which men were at that time genemlly dif-
contented ; and exhorted princes to reinftate themfelves in thofe powers, of
which the incroaching fpirit of the ecclefiaftics, and efpecially of the fovereign
pontiff, had fo long bereaved them. They condemned celibacy and monaftic
yows, and thereby opened the doors of the convents to thofe who ‘were either
tired of the obedience and chaftity, or difgufted with the licence, n which they
had hitherto lived. They blamed the exceflive riches, the idlenefs, the libertin-
ifm of the clergy; and pointed out their treafures and revenues as lawful fpoil to
the firftinvader. And as the ecclefiaftics had hitherto condu&ed a willing and
a ftupid audience, and were totally unacquainted with controverfy, and even every
Apecies of literature 3 they were unable to defend themfelves againft men, armed
with authorities, citations, and popular topics, and qualified to triumph 1n every
8 altercation
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altercation or debate.  Such were the advantages, with which the reformers bp-
oan cheir attack of the Roman hierarchy ; and fuch were the caufes of thei
rapid and aftonifhing fuccefs.

Lr‘\ the tenth, whofe overfights and too fupine truft in the profound ign

of the 1
tion and temper, were well quali fied to retard its progrefs, died in the flower of
his age, a little after he received the Kin g’s book againft Luther; and he was
fuccesded in the papal cnn', by men a Fleming, tutor to the emperor
Charles. ‘This man was qualified togain on the reformers by the integrity, can-
dour, and fimplicity of manners, by which he was diftinguithed ; but, fo vio-
lf’ﬂ.,t were their prejudices againft the church, ‘he rather hurt the caufe by his impru-
dent exercife of tl rirtues. He frankly confefled, that m ]
detefiable Irk,‘.-mcs prevailed in the court of Rome; and by this ﬁnccrc ax :
he gzve occafion of much triumph to the Lutherans. “This pontiff alfo, whofe
penetration was not equal to his good intentions, was feduced to concur in that
league, which Charles and Henry had formed againft France * ; and he thereby
augmented the fcandal, occafioned by the pratice of fo many preceding popess

who fill made their {piritual arms fubfervient to political purpofes.

Tiae emperor, Charles, who knew, that Wolfey had received a difappoint-
men: in his ambitious hopcs by the elettion or Adrian, and who dreaded the re-
folicitous to repair the breach made in
vaid a new vifit to England ; and befides
flattering the v: he cardinal, he repeated to Wolley all the
promifes, \‘.'Inu he had made him, of feconding his pretenfions to the papal
throre. Wolfey, fenfible that Adrian’s great age and infirmities promifed a
fudden vacancy, difiembled his refentment, and was willing to hope for a more
profperous i iffue of the next eleCtion. , The emperor renewed the treaty ‘made at
Bruges, to which fome articles were added ; and he agreed to indemnify both the
King and Wolfey for the revenues which they mould lofe by a breach with
France. The more to mgn‘.tiatc himfelf with Henry and the Englifh nation; he
gave to Surrey, admiral of Eng n(‘, a commiflion for being umm.a) of his do-
knight of the garter at London,  After a

1 e
fent 1um: 01 txat ]:.‘ ighty min ifter, was

£

minions ; and he himfelf was i
]

at Sout mmptw and in ten days

ftay of fix weeks in England, Ic embar C
arrived in Spain, where he foon pacified the tumults which had arifen in his
abfence }.

R 2 THE

* Guicciardini, lib, 14, + Petrus de Angleria, epift.

»eople, had given rife to this fect, but whofe found judgment, modera. '+

26th May.
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Tus King declared war againft France and this meafure was founded on fo
Little reafon, that he could allege nothing as a ground of quarrel, but Francis’s
refufal to fubmit to his arbitration, and his fending Albany into Scotland. This
Jaft ftep had not been taken by the French King, till he was quite affured of
Henry’s refolution to attack him. Surrey landed fome troops at Cherbourg in
Normandy 3 and after laying wafte the country, he failed to Morlaix, a rich
town in Britanny, which he took and plundered. The Englith merchants had
great property in that place, which was no more fpared by the foldiers, than the

oods of the French. Surrey then left the charge of the fleet to the vice-admi-
ral; and failed to Calais, where he took the command of the Englith army,
deftined for the invafion of France. This army, when joined by forces from
the Low Countries under the command of the count of Buren, confifted in the
whole of 18,000 men.

Taz French had made it a maxim'in all their wars with the Englifh, fince the
reign of Charles the fifth, never, without great neceffity, to hazard a general
engagement ; and the duke of Vendome, who commanded the French army,.
now embraced this wife policy. He fupplied the towns moft expofed, efpecially
Boulogne, Montreuil, Terotienne, Hedin, with ftrong garrifons and - plenty of
provifions : He himfelf took poft at Abbeville, with fome Swifs and French in=-
fantry, and a body of cavalry : The count of Guife encamped under Montreuil
with fix thoufand men. Thefe two bodies were in a fituation to join upon ocs
cafion 3 to throw fuccour into any town, that was threatened 3 and to harrafs the-
Englith in every movement. Surrey, who was not fupplied with magazines,
Grit divided his army for the convenience of fubfiting them; but finding that
his quarters were every moment beaten up by the activity of the French gene<
rals, he drew together the forces, and laid fiege to Hedin. But neither did he
fucceed in this enterprize. ‘The garrifon made vigorous fallics upon his army::
The French forces affaulted them from without: Great rains fell : Fatigue and
bad weather. threw the foldiers into dyfenteries : And Surrey was obliged to raife
the fiege, and put his troops into winter quarters about the end of October..
His rear guard was attacked at Pas in Artois ; and five or fix hundred men were -
cut off; nor could all his efforts make him malfter of one place within the French
frontier.

Tue allies. were more fuccefsful. in.Italy. Lautrec, who commanded the
French, loft a bloody battle at Bicocca near Milan; and was obliged to retire
with the remains of his army. This misfortune, which proceeded from Francis’s
aegligence in not fupplying Lautrec with money *, was followed by the lofs of

Genoa,

#* GQuicciardini; lib. 14
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Genoa. The caftle of Cremona was the fole fortrefs in Italy, which remained in Chap. IEL

the hands of the French. e
EvrorEe was now in fuch a fituation,. and fo connected by alliances and intereft,

that it was almoft impoffible for war to be kindled in one part, and not diffufe

itfelf thro’ the whole: But of all the leagues among kingdoms, the clofeft was

that which had fo long fubfifted between France and Scotland ; and the Englifh,

while at war with the former nation, could not expeét to remain long unmolefted e i

on the northern frontier. No fooner had Albany arrived in Scotland, than he scotland,

took meafures for kindling a war with England;- and he fummoned the whole.

force of the kingdom to meet in the fields of Rofline . He thence conducted.

the army fouthwards into Annandale ;: and prepared to pafsthe borders at Solway--

Firth. But many of the nobility were difgufted . with the regent’s adminiftration ,

and obferving, that his connexions with his native country were very feeble in

comparifon of thofe with France, they murmured, that for the fake of foreign in-

terefts, their peace fhould be fo often difturbed,.and war, during their King's

minority, be wantonly entered into with a neighbouring nation, fo much fuperior

in force and riches. The Gordons, in particular, refufed to advance any farther ;

and Albany, obferving a general difcontent to prevail, was obliged to conclude a

truce with lord Dacres, warden of the Englith weft marches. Soon after, he

departed for France; and left the oppofite fa&tion fhould gather force in his

abfence, he fent thither before him the earl of Angus, hufband to the queen

dowager.

.

Next year, Henry, that he might take advantage of the regent’s abfence,
marched an army into Scotland under the command of Surrey, who ravaged the
Merfe and Teviotdale without oppofition, and burned the town of Jedburgh.
The Scotch had neither King nor Regent to condué them : The two Humes had
been put to death :. Angus was in a manner banithed: No nobleman of vigour or
authority remained, who was qualificd to aflume the government: And the Eng-
lifh monarch, who knew the diftreft fituation of. the country, was determined to
pulh them to extremity, in hopes of engaging them, by the fenfe of their prefent
miferies, to make a folemn renounciation of the French alliance, and embrace that
of England *. He even gave them hopes of contralting a marriage between the
lady Mary, heirefs of England, and their young monarch; an expedient,. which
would for ever unite the two kingdoms }: And the queen dowager, with her.

4 whole

A
1523

+ Buchannan, lib. 14. Drummond, Pitfcottic, * Buchannan, lib. 14. Herbert.
1 Le Grand, vol, III, p, 3gq.
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whole party, recommended every where the advantagces of this alliance, and of a
z El - <J ,

confederacy with E tand. They faid, that the intereits of Scotland had too
long been facrific d to thofe of the French nation, who, whenever they found

~

fav the afiffance e PO 1p
for the affiftance of their allies, but were

oo e iotatnie ol
themfelves reduced to-CIHICUITIES, calle

m, fo foon as they found their ad

ready to abandon antage in making peace with

o fmall ftate entered into fo clofe a confederacy with a

England : That w

greater, it muft always expect this treatment, as a confequence of the unequal
alliance; but that there were peculiar circumftances in the fituation of the king-
doms, which, in the prefent cafe, rendered it inevitable : That France was fo
diftant and fo divided from them by feas, that fhe {carce could by any means,
and never could in time, fend fuccours to the Scotch, fufficient to protect them
againft ravages from the neighbouring kingdom : That nature had, in a manner,
framed an alliance between the two Britith nations 3 having enclofed them in the
fame ifland ; given them the fame manners, language, laws, and form of govern-
ment ; and prepared every thing for an intimate union between them : And that,
if national antipathies were abolifhed, which would foon be the effe of peace,
thefe two kingdoms, fecured by the ocean and by their domeftic force, could fet

at defiance all foreign enemies, and remain for ever fecure and unmolefted.

THE partizans of the French alliance faid, on the other hand, that the very
reafons, which were urged in favour of a league with England, the clofe neigh=
bourhood of the kingdom and its fuperior force, were the real caufes, why a
fincere and durable confederacy could never be framed with that hoftile nation:
That among neighbouring ftates, occafions of quarrel were frequent; and the more
powerful people would be fure to feize every frivolous pretence for opprefling the

weaker, and reducing them to fubjettion :

-
T

ot

17

the near ncighbourhood of

France and England had kindled a war almoft perpetual between them, it was the
intereft of the Scotch, if they wifhed to maintain their independancy, to preferve

their league with the former kingdom, which balanced the force of the latter:
That if they deferted that old and falutary alliance, on which their importance
; I

in Furope chiefly depended, their antient cnemies, flimulated both by intereft and
by paflion, would foon invade them with fuperior force, and reduce them to fub-

je&ion : Orif they delayed the attack, the infidious peace, by making the Scotch

Rt o e :
lofe the ufe of arms, would only prepare the way for a flavery- more certain and

more irretrieveable *.

T ur ar ~ante emnlaved Le French par 1 { 3
['se arguments employed by the krench party, being feconded by the t atural
prejudices ol the people, feemed rather to prevail @ And when the regent himfelf,

o

=lam 4 heen 1 + detiine ~vnnd hic anpointe 3 £ Y 1
who had becn long detained beyond his appointed time by the terror of the Englifh

fleet,

* Buchannan, lib. 14.
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fleet, at Iaft appeared among them, he was able to throw the balance «,At‘m,y on
that fide. By the authority of the convention of flates, he affembled an arn y, with

aview of avenging the ravages committed by the Englith in the beginning of the
campaign ; and he led them fouthwards towards the borders. But when they
were pafling the Tweed at the bridge of Melrofs, theE nglith party were again

able to raife fuch oppofition, that Albany thought proper to make a retreat. He
marched downwards, along the banks of the Tweed, | keeping that river on his
right; and fixed his camp oppofite to Werk-Caftle, which Surrey had lately
repaired. He fent over fome troops to bef

op thae

ge that fortrefs, who made a breach
in it, and ftormed fome of the outworks: But the regent, hcnrin;; of the ap-
proach of anEnglith army, and dif

t
~ 1} } 'L and{r RiioR Aerve ot
ouraged by the advanced feafon, thouoht pre pet

to difband his forces and retire to |
, 9

dinbus Soo0n after HG WENt over to I‘rance

and never again returned to Scotland. The Scotch nation, agitated by

domeftic fattions, were not, during feveral years, in a condition to give any
more difturbance to England ; and Henry had full leifure to profecute his defigns
on the continent.

Tre reafon, why the war againft France proceeded fo flowly on the part of
England was the want of money. All Henry the feventh’s treafures were long
fince diffipated ; the King’s habits of expence flill remained; and his revenues
were unequal even to the ordinary fupport of his government, much more to hig

military enterprizes. He had laft year caufed a general 1urvey to be made of th
kingdom ; the nt :

'uJL;rs of men, their years, profeffion, ftock,

¢tion on finding the nation fo opulent.
privy feals to the moft wealthy, de manding loans of parti
act of power, tho’ fomewhat irregular and tyrannical, had been ro.mcn, practi

1Cd
by the Kings of England ; and the . i Bt Bloviv
Oy the Rings of Lingland ; and the people were now familiarized to it. Bur He; Iy
carried his authority much farther on this occafion. He iffued an
general tax upon his fubjets, which he ftll called a loa 0 3 and he

thillings in the pound fxum the clergy, ‘two fhillings from the lu“y This pre-
tended loan, as being more regular, was really more f‘:angerous to the libe;
the people 5 and was a precedent for the King’s impofi
Parliament.

edi&t for a
I

evied five

‘ties o
taxes without confent o

Hexry fummoned a Parliament this v year, tog

Il

found neither of them in a difpofition Lo complain of the infringement of th
privileges. It was only doubted, how far th(*y would carry their li E, ral

King. Wolfey, who had undertaken the management of this 2

1ty to the
egan with

thha
the

* Herbert. Stowe, 514.
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Chap. IIL. the convocation ;3 in hopes, that their example would influence the Parliament to
523 granta large fupply. He demanded a moiety ‘of their ecclefiaftical revenues to

be levied in five years, or two fhillingsin the pound during that time, and tho’

he met with oppofition, he reprimanded fo feverely the refractory members,

that his requeft was at laft complied with. The cardinal afterwards, attended by

{everal of the nobility and prelates, came to the houfe of commons; and in a

long and elaborate fpeech laid before -them the public neceflities, the dangers of

an invafion from Scotland, the affronts received from France, the league in which

the King was engaged with the pope and the emperor; and he demand-

ed a grant of 800,000 pounds, divided into four yearly payments; a fum, com-
ik puted from the late furvey or valuation, to be equivalent to four fhillings in the
pound of one year’s revenue, or one fhilling in the pound yearly, according to the

divifion propofed. So large a grant was unufual from the commons ; and tho’

the carcinal’s demand was feconded by Sir Thomas More the fpeaker, and feveral

other members attached to the court, the houfe could not be prevailed with to

1l comply 1. They only voted two fhillings in the pound on all poffefled of twenty
Ll pounds a year and upwards, one fhilling on all between twenty pounds and forty
thillings a years; and on all the reft of the fubjects above fixteen years of age a

groat a-head. This laft fum was divided into two yearly payments; the former

into four yearly payments, and was not therefore at the outmoft above fix-pence in

i the pound. The grant of the commons was but the moiety of the fum demanded ;
fi and the cardinal, therefore, much mortified with the difappointment, came again
to-the houfe, and defired to reafon with fuch as refufed to comply with the King’s

requeft, Fe was told, that it was a rule of the houfe never to reafon but among

themfelves ; and his defire was rejected. The commons, however, enlarged a

listle their former grant, and voted an impofition of three fhillings in the pound

‘ en all poffeffed of fifty pounds a year, and upwards *. The proceedings of this

H houfe

+ Herbert. Stowe, g 8. Parliamentary Hiftory. Strype, vel. I. p. 49, 50.
* Tt is faid, that when Henry heard that the commons made a great difficulty of granting the re-
guired fupply, he was {o provoked, that he fent for Edward Montague, one of the members, who had
a confiderable influence on the houfe ; and he being introduced to his majefty, had the mortification
to hear him {peak 1n thefe words: Ho! man! auill they mot Juffer my bill to pafs? And laying
his hard on Montague’s ‘head, who was then on his knees before ‘him: Ger my bill paffed by
‘ 10 mevrotu, or elfe to-morvow this kead cf_yoz.-'.r;ﬁ‘ﬂ[/ be off THhis cavalier manner of Henry fuc-
‘ I ceeded : For next day the bill was pa od. Collin’s Britifb peercge. Grove's life of Wolfey. We are
Nl told by Hall, fol. 38. That cardinal Wolley endeavoured to terrify the citizens of Londan into

4

i . X9 = ki . ¥
Al the general loan, cvafted in 1c25, and ‘told them plainly, that iz were better, that fome frould Juffer
than that the King at this time fhou!d la ks and therefore beware and refift not, nor ruffle not 1%

indigentt

te i
this caje, f r

Sor tune to coft Jome people their heads. Such was the ftyle, employed by this King

and his minifters.
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houfe of commons difcover evidently the humour of the times They were ex-
tremely tenacious of their money, and refufed a demand of the crown, which was
far from unreafonable ; but they allowed an encroachment on national privileges

....

to pafs uncenfured, tho’ its diret tendency was to fubvert entirely the liberties of

the people.. The King was fo diffatisfied with this faving difpofition of the com-
mons, that, as he had not called a Parliament dvu'in'? feven years beflore, he al

ai-=

lowed feven more to elapfe, before he fummoned anoth And under pretence of

neceflity, he levied, in one year, from all "'f'o were worth forty pounds, what
the parliament had granted him payable in four years 1 ; anew invafionof national

privi‘crres. Thefe irregularities were commonly afcribed to the cardinal’s coun-
fels, who, trufting to the protetion, afforded him by his ecclefi

A

ftical chara&er,
was lejs fcrupulous in his encroachments on the civil rie ghts of the nation.

TuaT ambitious prelate received this year a new difappointment in his af
views. The pope, Adrian the fixth, died; and Clement the feventh,

ne Jt'?“lj},
of Medici, was eleéted in his place, by the concurrence of the i lmynn l] ty.
Wolfey began now to perceive the infincerity of the emperor, and concluded that

that prince would never fecond his pretenfions to the papal chair. This injur
was highly refented by the cardinal; and he began thenceforth to eftrange  him-
{elf from the imperial court, and to pave the way for an union between his mai-
ter and the French King. Meanwhile, he diffembled his refentment § and after
congratulating the new pope on his promotion, applied for a continuation of the
egantine powers, which the two former popes had conferred upon him. Clement.

knowing the importance of gai ning his friendthi p, granted him a comrmiff;
life ; and by this unufual conceflion, he ina manner transferred to him the wh
papal authority in England. In fome particulars, Wolfey made a good ufe of thi
extenfive power. He erefted two coll ges, one at Oxford, another ar Ipfuj
the place of his nativity : He fought, all over E Lurope, for learned men to fupply
the chairs of thefe colleges : And in order to beftow endowments on then 1, he
{fupprefled fome {maller monatteries, and diftributed the monks into other con-
vents. ‘The execution of this projeét became the l<fs difficult for hi im, that the
Romifh church began to perceive, that fhe over-abounded in mionks, and that fthe
wanted fome ﬁzpniy of Ec.":rnizag, in order to oppofe the inquifitive, or rather
difputative, humour of the new reformers.

Tuz confederacy againft France feemed more formidable than ever, on the open-
Ing this campaign *. Adrian, before his death, had renewed the i
Charles and Henry. The Venetians had been induced to defert the Fi
ance, and to form engagements for the fecuring Sforza in P

S
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Herbert, * Guicciardin, lib 14,
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nefe. The Florentines, the dukes of Ferrara and Mantua, and all the powers of
Italy combined in the {ame meafure. The emperor-in perfon menaced France
with a powerful invafion on the fide of Guienne : The forces of England and
the Netherlands feemed ready to break into Picardy : A numerous body of Ger-
mans were preparing to ravage Burgundy : But all thefe perils from foreign ene-
mies were lefs threatening than a domeftic confpiracy, which had been forming,
and which was now come to full maturity againft the French monarch.

Cuarres duke of Bourbon, conftable of France, was a prince of the moft
fhining merit ; and, befide diftinguithing himfelf in many military enterprizes,
he was adorned with every accomplifhment, which became a perfon of his high
{ation.  His virtues, embellifhed with the graces of youth, had made fuch im-
preflion on Louife of Savoy, Francis’s mother, that, without regard to the in-
equality of their years, fhe made him propofals of marriage ; and meeting with
a refufal, the formed fchemes of unrelenting vengeance againft him. She was a
woman, falfe, deceitful, vindictive, malicious ; but, ushappily for France, had
by her capacity, which was confiderable, acquired an abfolute afcendant over her
fon. By her inftigation, Francis put many affronts on the conftable, which it
was difficu't for a gallant fpirit to endure; and at laft he permitted Louifc to
profecute a lawfuit againft him, by which, under the moft frivolous pretences,
he was deprived of his ample pofleflions ; and inevitable ruin was brought upon
him.

Bourzon, provoked at all thefe indignities, and thinking, that, if any in=
juries could juftify a man in rebelling againft his prince and country, he muft
fland acquitted, had entered into a {fecret correfpondence with the emperor and
the King of England *. Francis, pertinacious in his defign of recovering the
the Milanefe, had propofed to lead his army in perfon into Italy 5 and Bourbon,
who feigned ficknefs, in order to have a pretence for ftaying behind, intended,
fo foon as the King had pafled the Alps, to raife an infurre&ion among his nu-
merous vaflals, by whom he was extremely beloved, and to introduce foreign
enemies into the heart of the kingdom. Francis got intimation of his defign 5
but not being prompt enough in fecuring fo dangerous a foe, the conftable made
his efcape 1 3 and putting himfelf in the emperor’s fervice, did all the injuries
to his native country, which his enterprizing {pirit and his great talents for war
enabled him to perform. Charles profefled fuch regard for him, that he promifed
him his fifter in marriage, Eleonora, widow to Emanuel, King of Portugal ; and
when the conftable came to Madrid, fome time after, the emperor received him with
all the demonftrations of friendfhip. He faid to a Spanifh grandee, that he muft

defire

#* Memoires du Bellay, liv. 2, + Belcarius, lib, 17,
i
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defire him, while Bourbon refided in that city, to allow him to take up his re- Chap. IIL.
fidence in his houfe, as moft fuitable to his rank and quality. The nobleman  *5%3
replied, with a Caftilian dignity, that his majelly’s defire was to him a fufficient
reafon; but he muft tell him beforehand, that fo foon as Bourbon depirted he
would raze to the ground the houfe which had been polluted by the prefence of

fuch a traitor *.

Tue King of England, defirous that Francis thould undertake his Italian ex-
pedition, did not openly threaten Picardy this year with an invafion ; and it was
late before the duke of Suffolk, who commanded the Englith forces, paffed
over to Calais. He was attended with the lords Montacute, Herbert, Ferrars,
Morney, Sandys, Berkeley, Powis, and many other noblemen and gentlemen .
The Englifh army, reinforced by fome troops, drawn from the garrifon of Calais,
amounted to about 12,000 men; and having joined anequal number of Flemings
under the count of Buren,they prepared for an invafion of France. The fiege
of Boulogne was firft propofed ; but that enterprize appearing difficult, it was
thought more advifeable to leave this town behind them. 'The frontier of
Picardy was very ill provided of troops ; and the only defence of that pro-
vince was the activity of the French officers, who infefted the allied army
in their march, and threw garrifons, with great expedition, into every town,
which was threatened by them. After coafting the Somme, and pafling Hedin,
Montreuil, Dourlens, the Englith and Flemings prefented themfelves before Bray,
a place of fmall force, which commanded a bridge over the Somme, Here they
were refolved to pafs, and, if poffible, to take up winter quarters in France s
but Crequi threw himfelf into the town, and feemed determined to defend it.
The allies attacked him with vigour and fuccefs ; and when he retreated over
the bridge, they purfued him fo hotly, that they allowed him not time to break
it down, but paffed it along with him, and put him to route. They next advanced
to Montdidier, which they befieged and took by capitulation. Meeting with no
oppofition, they proceeded to the river Oife, within eleven leagues of Paris, and
threw that city into great confternation till the duke of Vendome haftened with
fome forces to its relief. The confederates, then, afraid of being furrounded,
and reduced to extremities during fo advanced a feafon, thought proper to retire.

24th Auguft,

Invafion of

France.

Montdidier was abandoned : And the Englith and Flemings went each into their
own country.

France defended herfelf from the other invafions with equal fucility and equal
good fortune, Twelve thoufand Lanfquenets broke into Burgundy under the
command of the count of Fuftemberg. The count of Guife, who defended
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that frontier, had nothing to oppofe to them but fome militia, and about nine

hundred heavy-armed cavalry. He threw the militia into the garrifon-towns; and
with his cavalry, he kept the field, and fo harraffed the Germans, that they were
glad to make their retreat into Lorraine.  Guile attacked them as they pafled the
Meufe, put them into diforder, and cut off the greateft part of their rear.

Tuc emperor made great preparations on the fide of Navarre; and, tho’
that frontier was well guarded by nature, it feemed now expofed to great danger
from this powerful invafion which threatened it. Charles befieged Fontarabia,
which had fallen a few years before into Franeis’s hands ; and when he had drawn
thither Lautrec, the French general, he raifed the fiege of a fudden, and fat
down before Bayonne. Lautrec, aware of that firatagem, made a fudden’march
and threw himfelf into Bayonne, which he defended with fuch vigour and
courage, that the Spaniards were conftrained to raife the fiege. The emperor
would have been totally unfortunate on this fide, had he not turned back upon Fon-
tarabia, and, contrary to the advice of all his generals, fat down, in the winter
feafon, before that city, well fortified and ftrongly garrifoned. The cowardice
or mifconduct of the governor faved him the fhame of a new difappointment.
The place was furrendered in a few days ; and the emperor, having finifhed this
enterprize, put his troops into winter quarters.

So obftinate was Francis in profecuting bis Italian expedition, that, notwith=
ftanding thefe dangerous invafions, with which his kingdom was menaced on
every fide, he had determined to leadin perfona powerful army to the conqueft of
Milan. The intelligence of Bourbon’s revolt and efcape {topped him at Lyons; and
fearing fome infurrection in the kingdom from the intrigues of a man fo powerful
and fo beloved, he thought it prudent to remain in France; and to fend for-
ward his army, under the command of admiral Bonnivet. The dutchy of Milan
had been purpofely left in a condition fomewhat defencelefs, with a view of al-
luring Francis to attack it ; and no fooner had Bonnivet pafled the Tefin, than
the army of the league, and even Profper Colonna, who commanded it, a very
prudent general, were in the utmoft confufion. It is-agreed, that if Bonnivet
had immediately advanced to Milan, that great city, on which the whole dutchy
depends, would have opened its gates without refiftance: But as he wafted his
time in frivolous enterpyizes, Colonna had opporunity to reinforce the garrifom, and
to put the place in a pofture of defence. Bonnivet was now o"miiggd to attempt

(5 R

reducing the city by blockade and famine; and he took pofieffion of all the pofts,
which commanded the paffages to it. But the army of the league, mean-while,
was not ina&ive ; and they fo ftraitened and harraffed the quarters of the French,
that it feemed more likely the latter would themfelves perith by famine, than

3 reduce
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reduce the city to that extremity. Sicknefs and farigue and want had wafted
them to fuch a degree, that they were ready to raife the blockade; and ¢l

1Iv lm; es confifted in a great body of Swifs, which was levied for the fervi
of the French king, and whofe arrival was every day expected.

THL‘ Swifs had in that age fo great a fuperiority in the field above almof
every other nation, and 1.;41 been fo much courted by all the great potentates of
Europe, that they were become extremely capricious and haughty, and thought
that the fate of kingdoms depended entirely on their afliftance or oppofition.
Francis had promifed to this body of mercenaries, whom he had hired to join

Bonnivet, that fo f=:\<-n as they arrived in the plins of Piedmont, the duke of

Longueville fhould join them with four hundred lances, and conduét them to
the i’:‘tncl camp : P ut by fome accident Longuevill
and the Swifs had been obliged to march, without the honour of being efco
by him. O;rcnc‘cri at this neglect, as they interpreted it, they no fooner came
within fight of the French camp, than they ftopped, and inftead of joining Bon-
nivet, they fent orders to a great body of their countrymen, who then ferved
under him, immediately to begin their march, and to return home in their
company *,

’s march had been retarded

ArTER this defertion of the Swifs, Bonnivet had no other choice, than that of
making his retreat, as faft as poflible, into France. He accordingly put himfelf
in motion Fox that Dwrpow 3 bUC ie allies, who forefaw this meafure, were ready

i 2 ench army, however, after a fharp a&ion,

- Ss PR 38 | ) wrifls 3 ~E " ]
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in this action the brave chevalier LLJ‘ rd,
eftee 'ned in th f foldiers and men. of honour, and denomi-
nated the /;;rj;” ut fear and without refroach. When this gallant gentleman

felt his wound
]
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nd could no longer fupport himfelf on horfe-
1

him under a tree, and turn his face to-

wards the enemy, that he ie in that pol.jm‘c. The generals of the al-

lies, and amx

came about him, and expreffed
P .»)! not me,” cried he to Bourbo:
‘hey are to be pitied alone, who fight

their concern for his pref
s I die in the difch

= againlt their
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Trag French the Venetians, the Flo-

rentines were h th over them,-and were re-
folved to profecute their viGtory no i’a:‘tlzcr. All thefe powers,
Clement, had entertained a violent jealoufy of the emperor’s ambitions and

their
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their jealoufy was extremely augmented, when they faw him refufe the in-
veftiture of Milan, a fief of the emj ire, to Francis Sforza, whofe title he had
and whofe defence he had embraced *. They all concluded,
to put himfelf in pofleflion of that important dutchy, and re-
bjection : Clement in particular, actuated by this jealoufy, pro-
ceeded fo far ir ‘ oppofition to the emperor, that he fent orders to his nuncio at
London to mediate a reconciliation between France and England. But affairs
were not yet fully ripe for this change. Wolley, difgufted with the emperor,
but {till more adtuated by vain-glory, was determined, that he himfelf fhould
have the renown of bringing about that great alteration ; and he engaged the
King to reject the pope’s mediation. A new treaty was even concluded between
Henry and Charles for the :nvafion of France. Charles ftipulated to fupply the
duke of Bourbon with a powerful army, in order to conquer Provence and
Dauphiny : Henry agreed to pay him a hundred thoufand crowns for the firft
month ; after which, he might either chule to continue the fame monthly pay-
ments, or invade Picardy with a powerful army. Bourbon was to poflefs thefe
provinces with the title of King ; but to hold them in fief of Henry as King of
France. The dutchy of Burgundy was to be given to Charles : The reft of the
Kingdom to Henry.

acknowledged

that he inten
duce Italy to 1

Tr1s chimerical partition immediately failed of execution in the article, which
vas moft eafily performed : Bourbon refufed to acknowledge Henry as King of
France. His enterprize, however, againft Provence ftill took place. A nu-
nerous army of imperialifts invaded that country under his command and that
of the marquis of Pefcara. They laid fiege to Marfeilles, which, being weakly
garrifoned, they expected to carry in a little time : But the burgefles defended
chemfelves with fuch valour and obftinacy, that Bourbon and Pefcara, who
heard of the French King’s approach with a numerous army, found themfelves
under a neceflity of raifing the fiege; and they led their forces, much weakened,
baffled, and ditheartened, into Italy.

Fraxcis might now have enjoyed in fafety the glory of repulfing all his ene-
mies, in every attempt which they had hitherto made of breaking into his king-
dom : But as he received intelligence, that the King of England, difcouraged
with his former fruitlels enterprizes, and difgufted with the emperor, was mak-
ing no preparations for the invafion of Picardy, his antient ardour feized him
for the conqueft of Milan; and, notwithftanding the advanced feafon, he was
immediately determined, contrary to the advice of his wileft counfellors, to lead
his-army into Italy.

He

* Guicciardini, lib. 15,
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He paffed the Alps at Mount Cenis, and no fooner appeared in Piedmont, than
he threw the whole Milanefe into confternation. There was no army in the field

1eid mv

able to oppofe him; and Milan itfelf, tho’ affe@iorate to its duke, was not in ¥

4

the fame pofture of defence as laft year, when blockaded by admiral Bonniver, '
It was almoft wholly deftitute of inhabitants: Great numbers had died of the plague ;
and the reft had fled into the country for fafety. Francis immediately marched
tothat city, which opened its gates to receive him. The forces of the emperor and
Sforza fled to Lodi ; afd had Francis been fo fortunate as to purfue them, they
had abandoned that place, and had been totally diffipated*. But his ill fate led
him to befiege Pavia, a town of confiderable ftrength, well-garrifoned, and de-
fended by Leyva, one of the braveft officers in the Spanifh fervice. Every at-
tempt, which the French king made to gain. this important place, proved fruitlefs
He battered the walls, and made breaches; but by the vigilance of Leyva, new
retrenchments were inftantly thrown up behind the breaches: He attempted to
divert the courfe of the Tefin, which ran by one fide of the city, and defended
it; but an inundation of the river deftroyed in one night all the mounds which
the foldiers, during a long time, and with infinite pains, had been erecting.  Fa-
tigue and the bad feafon (for it was now the depth of winter) had wafted the
French army. And the more to diminifh its force, Francis, at the pope’s folli-
citation, who now declared, almoft openly, for him, had detached 2 confiderable
body, under the duke of Albany, to invade the kingdom of Naples. 1

i

perial generals mean while were not idle. Pefcara and Lannoy, viceroy of N

v ad-
ples, gathered forces from all quarters. Bourbon, having pawned his jewels for
money, went into Germany, and by his perfonal intereft, levied twelve thoufand
Lanfquenets, with which he joined the imperialifts, This army was advancing
to raife the fiege of Pavia; and the danger to the French became every day more
mminent.

1€ IM

The ftate of Europe was fuch, during that age, that, partly from the want: of
commerce and induftry every where, except in Italy and the Low Countries,
partly from the extenfive privileges fill poflefled by the people in all the great
monarchies, and their frugal maxims in granting money, the
princes were extremely narrow, and even the {mall armies, which th 'y kept
foot, could not be regularly paid by them. The imperial forces, cc::m;:m(}(‘;d
by Bourbon, Pefcara, and Lannoy, excesded not twenty thoufand men; ¢
were the only body of troops maintained by the emperor

HCY
able to levy any army for the invafion of France; either on the fide of Spain or

revenues of the

on

(for he had not been

Flanders),
4

* Guicciardin, lib, 15. Du Bellay, Iih 2.
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Chap. IIL. Flanders). Yet {c poor was that mighty n 10“1*1'c'n, that he could tr”‘fmxtno money
3 of fharing the'plunder
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. for the payment of - this army 5 and it was chiefly the hopes
of the French camp, ¥ which had h,._dg them advance, and kept them to their
{’tandwrd" Had Fra ncis raifed the fi their ’:.'\“'3;‘();(:7;,-7 and retired to Mi‘an

they muft imm ediately have miper{% themi and he had obtained a compleat

- was the charaéer of this monarch,

1N

Vii()}‘y", without danger or bloodihed

to be« e obftinate in Prog yortion to th difficulties which he encountered; and
having once faid, that he would take Pavia or pe erith before it, he was refolved

rather to endure the utmoft extremities than depart from this refolution.

Tae imperial g generals, after cannonading the French camp for feveral days, at

% laft gave a general aflault, and broke into the €X’l'TCi\Clﬂ' 1ents. Leyva fallied

of Pq_ from the town, and threw the befiegers into ftill greater confufiecn. The Swifs
and cap-jnfantry, contrary to their ufual practice, behav edina dfif‘mrdly manner, and de-

i
Biraniit ferted their poft. Francis’s whole army was put to rout, and he himfelf, fur-

I rounded by his enemies, after fighting with the moft heroic valour, and killing
i feven men with his own hand, was at laft obl liged to furrender himfelf prifoner,
Almoft the whole army, full of nobility and brave officers, either perifhed by the
{word, or were drowned in the river. The few, who efcaped with their lives,
fell into the hands of the enemy. The imperial genera Is had fo little authority
over their own troops, €ven after this fignal victory, that Lannoy, apprehenfive
left the Lanfquenets thould feize Francis as fecurity for the pay due to them, im-
mediately removed him from the camp, and fent him to Pizzighitone. And
taking advantage of the terrors, which had feized the pope, the Florentines, the
Duke of Ferrara, and other Italian ftates, he obliged them, tho’ {ecretly ene-
pieal

mxcs, to advance money for the fubfiftence of his army.

4 1£ emperor received this news by Pennalofa, who pafied th ro’ France, by
‘ 3 7

{ 43 4 1 - p ¢ r
b means of ¢ afe-conduét, which he received from the captive King. I'he moderation,

which he difplayed on this occafion, had it been real, would have done him great
honour. In Lxcwi of rejoicing, he exprefled fympathy with Francis’s ill foriune,
and difcovered his fenfe of thofe calamities, to whi ch the greateft monarchs are
expofed*. He refufed the city of Madrid permiffion to make any pt ublic ex-
preflions of triumph ; and f2id that he referved all his exultation till he fhould be able
to obtain fome victory over the . fidels. He fent orders to his frontier garrifons

to commit no lxoi’dlitiz:s upon France. He fpoke of concluding immediately 2

~ N d e T 211t 3 | 1 eF {“\' o 11t X7 ¢ 2
peace on rea nable ‘terms. But all this feeming equity was only hypocrify, {0
much the more dangerous, ¢hat it was profound. And his fole occupation wa
the
* Vera. Hit. de Charles ¥
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the forming fchemes, how, from this great incident, he might draw the utmoft Chap. IIL
advantage, and gratify that exorbitant ambition, by which, in all his aGions, he '5%5
was wholly governed.

Tur fame Pennalofa, in-pafling thro’ France, carried alfo a letter from Fran-
cis to his mother, whom he had left regent, and who then refided at Lyons. It
contained only thefe few words, Madam, all is loft, except our honour. The
princefs was ftruck with the greatnefs of the calamity. - She faw the kingdom
without a fovereign, without an army, without generals, without money ; fur-
rounded on every hand by implacable and victorious enemies : And her fole re-
fource, in her prefent diftrefles, was the hope, which fhe entertained, of peace
and even of affiftance from the King of England.

Hap the King entered into the war againft France from any concerted political
views, it is evident, that the vitory of Pavia, and the captivity of Francis,
were the moft fortunate incidents which could have befallen him, and the only
ones which could render his {chemes effetual. While the war was carried on in
the former feeble manner, without any decifive advantage, he might have been
able to pofiefs himfelf of fome frontier towns, or perhaps of a {mall territo-
ry, which he could not keep pofieffion of, without expending much more than
its value. By fome great calamity alone, which annihilated the power of France,
could he hope to acquire the dominion of confiderable provinces, or difmember
that mighty monarchy, fo affectionate to its own government and its own fovereigns,
But as it is probable, that Henry had never before carried his refeGions fo far;
he was ftartled at this important event, and became fenfible of his own danger, as
well as that of all Europe, from the lofs of a proper counterpoife to the great

24§
s

power of Charles. Inftead of taking advantage, therefore, of the diftreffed Henry S
e . . . races the al-

condition of France, he was determined to lend her his afliftance in her prefent lim:ce L)f :

calamities ; and as the glory of generofity, in raifing a. fallen enemy, concurred France.

with his political interefts, he hefitated the lefs in embracing thefe new meafures.

Somt difguftsalfo had previoufly taken place between Charles and Henry, and ftill
more between Charles and Wolfey ; and that powerful minifter waited only a fa-
vourable opportunity of revenging the difappointments, which he had met with.
The behaviour of Charles, immediately after the vitory of Pavia, gave him
occafion to revive the King’s jealoufy and fufpicions of his ally. The emperor
fupported fo ill the appearance of moderation, which he at firft afflumed, that he
had already changed his ufual ftile to Henry ; and inftead of writing to him with
his own hand, and fubfcribing himfelf your affectionate fon and coufin; he dicated
his Jetters to his fecretary, and fimply fubfcribed himfelf Charles +. Wollfey alfo

$ 3 perceived
+ Guicciardin, lib, 16.
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perceived a diminution in the carefles and profeffions, with which the emperor’s
letters to him were ufually loaded ; and this laft imprudence, proceeding from
the intoxication of fuccefs, was probably more dangerous 1o Charles’s interefls
than the other.

Henry, tho’ determined to embrace new meafures, was careful to fave appear-
ances in the change; and he caufed rejoicings to be every where made on acecount
of the victory of Pavia, and the captivity of Francis. He publicly difmiffed a
French envoy, whom he had formerly allowed, notwithftanding the war, to re-
fide at Londong: But upon the regent’s fubmiffive applications to him, he
again opened a correfpondence with her ; and befides affuring her of his friend=
thip and protection, he exacted a promife, that the never would confent. to the
difimembering any province of the monarchy for her fon’s ranfom. With the
emperor, however, he put on the appearance of vigour and. enterprize ; andin
order to have a pretence for breaking with him, he difpatched Tonftal, bifhop
of London, to Madrid, with propofals for a powerful invafion of France. He
required, that Charles fhould immediately enter Guienne at the head of a great
army, in order to put him in poffeflion of that province; and he demanded the
payment of large fums of money, which that prince had borrowed from him in
his laft vifitat London. He knew, that the emperor was in no condition of exe-
cuting either of thefe conditions; and that he had as little inclination to make
him mafter of fuch confiderable territories upon the frontiers of Spain.

Toxstar likewife informed him, that Charles, on his part, wanted not com=
plaints againt England; and in particular was difpleafed with Henry, becaufe
laft year he had neither continued his monthly paymentsto Bourbon, nor invaded
Picardy, according to his ftipulations; that, inftead of exprefling his intentions
to efpoufe Mary, when fhe fhould be marriageable, he had hearkened to
propofals, for marrying his niece Ifabella, princefs of Portugal; and that he
had entered into a feparate treaty with Francis, and feemed determined to reap
alone all the advantages of the fuccefs, with which fortune had crowned his
arms.

Tue King, influenced by all thefe motives, concluded at Moore his alliance
with the regent, and engaged to procure Francis his liberty on reafonable condi-
tions* : The regent alfo, in another treaty, acknowledged the kingdom to be
Henry’s debtor for one m'llion eight hundred thoufand crowns, to be difcharged in
half yearly payments of fifty thoufand crowns: After which, Henry was to re-

ceive
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ceive during his own life, a yearly penfion of a hundred thoufand crowns. Not- Chap. L
withftanding his generofity, he could not forbear taking advantage of the cala- e
mitous fituation of France, in order to exa& this lucrative condition from her,

A large prefent of a hundred thoufand crowns was alfo made Wolfey, for his

good offices, but covered under the pretence of arrears due on the penfion grant-

ed him for relinquifhing the adminiftration of Tournay.

MeaxwaiLg, as Henry forefaw, that this treaty with France might involve
him in a war with the emperor, he was alfo determined to fill his treafury by im-
pofitions upon his own fubjets; and as the parliament had dilcovered fome re-
lu&ance in complying with his demands, he followed the advice of Wolfey, and
refolved to make ufe of his prerogative alone for that purpofe. He iffued out
commiffions to all the counties of England, for levying four fhillings in the
pound from the clergy, three fhillings and four pence from the laity ; and fo un-
controulable did he deem his authority, that he took no care to cover, as former-
ly, this arbitrary exation, even under the flender pretence of a loan. But he foon
found, that he had prefumed too far on the paflive fubmiffion of his fubjects.
The people, difpleafed with an exaction beyond what was ufually levied in thofe
days, but ftill more difgufted with the illegal method of impofingit, broke out in
] murmurs, complaints, oppofition to the commiffioners ; and their refractory dif-
pofition even threatened a general infurreCtion. Henry had the prudence to ftop

fhort, in that dangerous path, into which he had entered. He fent letters to
all the counties; declaring, that he meant no force by this laft impofition, and
that he would take nothing of his fubjects but by way of zenevolence. He flatter-
ed himfelf, that his condefcenfion in employing that difguife would fatisfy the
people, and that no one would dare to render himfelf obnoxious to royal autho-
rity, by refufing any payment required of him in this manner. But the fpirit of
oppofition was once roufed, and could not fo eafily be quieted at pleafure. A
lawyer in the city objeting the ftatute of Richard the third, by which benevo-
lences were for ever abolifhed, it was replied by the court, that Richard being an
ufurper, and his Parliaments factious aflemblies, his ftatutes could not bind a law-
ful and abfolute monarch, who held his crown by hereditary right, and needed
not to court the favour of a licentious populace+. The judges even went fo far
as to affirm pofiiively, that the King might exact by commiffion any fum which
he pleafed; and the privy council gave a ready affent to this deeree, which anni-
hilated the moft valuable privilege of the people, and rendered all their other
privileges precarious.  Armied with fuch formidable authority, of royal preroga-
tive and a pretext of law, Wolfey fent for the mayor of London, and defired to

c know
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Chap. L. know what he was willing to give for the fupply of his majefty’s neceflities.

1525,

The mayor feemed defirous, before he fhould declare himfelf, to confult the
common council ; but the cardinal required, that he and all the aldermen f(hould
feparately confer with himfelf about the benevolence; and he eluded by that
means the danger of a formed oppofition. Matter:, however, went not fo fmooth-
ly in the country. An infurreCtion was begun in fome places; but as the people
were not headed by any confiderable perfon, it was eafly for the duke of Suffolk,
and the earl of Surrey, now duke of Norfolk, by employing perfuafion and au-
thority, to induce the ringleaders to lay down their arms, and furrender them-
felves prifoners. The king, finding it dangerous to punifh criminals, engaged
in fo popular a caufe, was determined, notwithftanding his violent, imperious
temper, to grant them a general pardon; and he very prudently imputed their
guilt, not to their want of loyalty or affection, but to their poverty. The offen-
ders were brought before the frar-chamber ; where, after a fevere charge laid
againft them by the King’s council, the cardinal faid, “ That, notwithftanding
< their grievous offences, the King, in confideration of ther neceffities, had
«¢ granted them his gracous pardon, upon condition, that they would give in
< fureties for their future good behaviour.”” But they replying, that they had
no fureties, the cardinal firft, and after him the duke of Norfolk, faid, that
they would ftand bound for them. Upon which they were difcharged {.

Tuese arbitrary impofitions, being generally imputed to the cardinal’s coun-
{cls, increafed the general odium, under which he laboured; and the clemency
of the pardon, being afcribed to the King, was confidered as an atonement on
his part for the illegality of the meafure. But Wollfey, fupported both by royal and
papal authority, proceeded, without fcruple, to violate all ecclefiaftical privileges,
which, during that age, were much more facred than civil ; and having once pre-
vailed in that unufual attempt of fupprefling fome monafteries, he kept all the reft
in awe, and exercifed over them the moft arbitrary jurifdiction. By his commif-
fion as legate, he was impowered to vifit them, and reform them, and chaftife
their irregularities ; and he employed his ufual agent, Allen, in the exercife of
this authority. The religious houfes were obliged to compound for their guilt,
real or pretended, by giving large fums to the cardinal or his deputy; and this
oppreflion was carried fo far, that it reached at laft the King’s ears, which were
not commonly open to complaints againft his favourite. He reproved Wolley
in fevere terms, which rendered him, if not more innocent, at lealt more cauti-
ous for the future, ‘That haughty minifter had built a fplendid palace at Hamp-
ton-court, which he probably intended, as well as that of York-place in Weft-

minfter,,
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minfter, for his own ufe; but fearing the increafe of envy on account of this
magnificence, and defirous: to appeale the King, he made him a prefent of that
building, and told him, that, from the firft, he had erected it for his fervice.

s abfolute authority, poffeffed by the King, rendered his domeftic go-
vernment, both over his people and his minifters, ealy and expeditious : The
conduc of foreign affairs alone required effort and applications and they were
now brought to {uch a pafs, that it was no longer fafe for England to be entirely
neutral,  The feigned moderation of the emperor was of very thort date ; and
it was foon obvious to all the world, that his great dominions, far from gra-
tifying his ambition, were only regarded as the means of acquiring an empire
more extenfive.  The terms, propefed by him to his prifoner, were fuch as
muft have for ever annihilated the power of France, and deftroyed the ballance
of Europe. He required, that that monarch fhould reftore to him the
dutchy of Burgundy, ufurped, as he pretended, by Lewis the eleventh upon his
anceftors ; that he fhould yield Provence and Dauphiny to the duke of Bourbon, to
be poflfefled by bim in full fovercignty, without fief or homage to the
crown of France; that he fhould fatisfy the King of England with regard to the
provinces, which that prince claimed as his inheritance; and that he thould re-
nounce all title to Naples, Milan, Genoa, or any territory in Italy *,

Trrese demands were propofed to Francis, foon after the battle of Pavia,
while he was detained in Pizzighitoné ; and as he had hitherto trufted fomewhat
to the emperor’s generofity, the difappointment excited in his breaft the moft
lively indignation. He faid, that he would rather live and die a prifoner than
agree to difmember his kingdom ; and that, even were he fo bafe as to fubmit to
fuch terms, his fubjeéts would never permit him to carry them into execution.
The offers which he made for obtaining his liberty, were, that he would renounce
all claims in Italy, that he would aflift the emperor in recovering the territories
ufurped upon the empire by the Venetians, that he fhould relinquith the homage
due by the emperor for Artois and Flanders, that he would marry Eleonora, the
emperor’s fifter, (for he was now a widower) and acknowledge the dutchy of
Burgundy to be poflefied as her dowry ; and to be inherited by her children .

Franeis was encouraged to perfift in thefe offers, by the favourable accounts,
which he heard of Henry’s difpofitions towards him, and of the alarms which
had feized all the chief powers in Iraly, upon his defeat and captivity. He was

Chap. I'LL
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Francis re-

unealy, however, to befo far diftant from the emperor with whom he muft treat s moved to
and he defired to be removed to Madrid, in hopes that a perfonal interview would Madiid-

operate much in his favour, and that Charles, if not influenced by his minifters,
might
* Guicciardini, Lib, 16. + De Vera Hift, de Charles V.




\\

T42 HISTORY or ENGLAND.

Chap. IIL. - might be found poffefied of the fame franknefs of difpofition, by which he him-

felf was diftinguifhed. He was {foon convinced of his miftake. The emperor,
under pretence of an affembly of the ftates at Toledo, kept, during fome time,
at a diftance from him; and even after they broke up, delayed his vifit to the
captive King s feigning a delicacy in that particular, as if his company, in the
prefent fituation of affairs, before any terms were agreed on, would be regarded
as an infult upon the royal prifoner.  Francis, partly from want of exercife,
partly from reflections on his prefent melancholy fituation, fell into a languithing
illnefs; which begot apprehenfions in Charles, left the death of his captive
{hould bereave him of all thofe advantages, which he propofed to extort from
bim. He then paid him a vifit in the caftle of Madrid; and as he approached
the bed in which Francis was laid, the fick monarch called to him, ¢ You come,
<« Sir, to vifit your prifoner.” <« No,” replied the emperor, ¢ 1 come to vifit
< my brother, and my friend, who fhall foon obtain his liberty.” He foothed
his affliction with many fpeeches of a like nature, which had fo good an effedt,
that the King daily recovered £ ; and thenceforth employed himfelf in concert-
ing with the minifters of the emperor, the terms of his treaty.

WarLe this negociation advanced flowly, fortune threw into the emperor’s
hands a new opportunity of aggrandizing his dominions in Italy. Francis Sforza,
impatient that his inveftiture of Milan fhould fo long be delayed, and that even
after it was granted, it fhould be encumbered with many exorbitant conditions,
had endeavoured to feduce Pefcara, the imperial general, from his fidelity, and to
engage him in a confpiracy againft his mafter. Pefcara feigned to enter into the
defign; but having revealed the whole contrivance, he received orders to take
pofleflion of ‘the Milanefe ; and Charles made no fecret of his intention to try
Sforza and forfeit his fief, on account of the treafon, which he had committed
againft his liege-lord and fovereign®.  This incident retained the Italian powers
. clofer union with France; and the emperor, by grafping too much, found
himfelf in danger of lofing all his advantages. His apprehenfiens were in-
creafed, when he heard, that Francis had fent a refignation of his crown to the
recent, and had defired that the dauphin might be crowned Kings orders,
which, tho’ they were not obeyed, fhewed his determined refolution never O
fubmit to the unreafonable terms. required of him. The chief difficulty of the
treaty was now reduced to the dutchy of Burgundys; and even that territory,
Francis had agreed to yield, but he fiill infited’ on firlt recovering his liberty.
All mutual confidence was loft between the princes; and each feared, Jeft ad-

vantage
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vantage fhould be taken of his fimplicity, (hould he firft execute his part of the

treaty.

A laft the emperor was willing to relax of his rizour in this particular ; and
the treaty of Madrid was figned, by which, it was hoped, an end would Le fi-
nally put to the differences between thefe two great monarchs. The principal con-
dition was the reftoring of Francis’s liberty, and the delivery of his two eldeft
fons as hoftages to the emperor™ for the reftitution of Burgundy : If any
difficulty fhould afterwards occur in the execution of this article, with regard to
Burgundy, from the oppofition of the ftates, either of France or of that pro-
vince, Francis ftipulated, that in fix weeks time, he thould return to his prifon,
and remain there till the full performance of the treaty. ‘T'here were many other
articles in this famous convention, all of them rigorous and fevere to the laft de-
gree againft the captive monarch ; and Charles dilcovered evidently his intention
of reducing Italy, as well as France, to fubjection and dependance.

Many of Charles’s minifters forefaw, that Francis, however folemn the oaths,
promifes, and proteftations exacted of him, never would execute a treaty, which
was fo difadvantageous, or rather ruinous and deftruétive, to himfelf, his pofte-
rity, and his country. By putting Burgundy into the emperor’s hands, he gave
his powerful enemy an entrance into the heart of the kingdom: By facrificing
his allies in Italy, he deprived himfelf of all foreign affiftance ; and arming his
oppreflor with the whole force and riches of that opulent country, rendered him
abfolutely irrefiftable. T'o thefe great views of intereft, were added the motives,
no lefs cogent, of paffion and refentment ; . while Francis, a prince, who piqued
himfelf on generofity, reflected on the rigor with which he had been treated dur-
ing his captivity, and the cruel terms which had been exa@ed of him for the re-
covery of his freedom. It was alfo forefeen, that the emulation and rivalthip,
which had fo long fubfifted between thefe two monarchs, would make him feel
the ftrongeft reluctance on yielding the fupericrity to an antagonift, who, by the
whole tenor of his condué&, he would be apt to think, had thown himfelf fo
lietle worthy of that advantage, which fortune, and fortune alone, had put into
his hands. His minifters, his fiiends, his fubjects, his allies, with one voice,
would be fure to fuggelt to him, that the firft objeét of a prince, was the pre-
fervation of his people ; and that the laws of honour, which with a private man
ought to be ablolutely fupreme, and fuperior to all interefls, were with a fnvcnign
fubordinate to the great duty of enfuring the fafety of his country. Nor could
it be imagined, that Francis would be fo romantic in his principles, as not to
hearken to a cafuidry, which was fo plaufible in itfelf, and which fo much fat-
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tered all the paffions, by which, both asa prince and a man, he was ftrongly ac.
tuated.

Sucu was the reafoning of feveral of Charles’s minifters, particularly of Gat-
tinara, his chancellor *, who counfelled him to treat Francis with more gene-
rofity, and to give him his liberty on fuch terms, as would engage him, not by
the feeble band of treaties, but by the more forcible tye of honour, to a ftri¢t and
faithful performance. = But the emperor’s avidity prevented him from following
this wifer and more honourable council ; at the fame time, that the profpeét of
a general combination of Europe hindered him from detaining Francis in captivity,
and taking advantage of the confufions, which his abfence muft neceffarily oc-
cafion in his kingdom.  Still fufpicious, however, of the fincerity of his prifoner,
he took an opportunity, before they parted, of afking him, privately and as a
friend, whether he ferioully intended to execute the treaty of Madrid; proteft-
ing, that, in all cafes, he was firmly determined to reftore him to his liberty,
and that the profpect of obtaining this advantage needed no longer engage him
to diffemble. Francis was too well acquainted with Charles’s charaéter to truft
to the fincerity of this proteftation ; and therefore renewed his affurances of fide-
lity, and a ftri¢t obfervance of his word. The emperor replied, that Francis
was now his beft friend and ally ; but if he fhould afterwards break his engage-
ments, which he could not fufpet, he fhould think himfelf entitled to reproach
him with a conduét fo bafe and unworthy : And on thefe terms the two monarchs
parted.

Francis, on entering into his own dominions, delivered his two eldeft fons as
hoftages into the hands of the Spaniards. He mounted a Turkith horfe, and imme-
diately putting him to the gallop, he waved his hand over his head, and cried aloud
feveral times, I am yet a King. He foon reached Bayonne, where he was joyfully
received by the regent and his whole court. He immediately wrote to Henry,
acknowledging that to his good offices alone he owed his liberty, and protefting,
that he thould be entirely governed by his councils in all tranfactions with the
emperor. When the Spanifh envoy demanded his ratification of the treaty of
Madrid, now that he had fully recovered his liberty, he waved the propofal ;
under colour, that it was neceffary to aflfemble previoufly the States both of
France and of Burgundy, and obtain their confent. The States of Burgundy
foon met; and declaring againft the claufe, which contained an engagement of
alienating their province, they exprefled their refolution of oppofing, even by
force of arms, the execution of fo ruinous and unjuft an article. The imperial
minifter then required, that Francis, in conformity to the treaty of Madrid,

3 fhould

* Guicciardini, libs 16.
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fhould now return to his prifony but the French monarch, inftead of com- Chap. HL

pliance, made public the treaty, which, a little before, he had fecretly con- a2y
cluded at Cognac, again{t the ambitious fchemes and ufurpations of the em- 22d May,
peror *.

Tus pope, the Venetians, and other Italian ftates, who were deeply interefted
in thefe events, had been held in the moft anxious fufpence with regard to the
refolutions; which Francis fhould take, after the recovery of his literty 5 and
Clement, who fufpected, that that prince would never execute a treaty fo hurtful
to his interefls, and even deftructive of his independancy, had very frankly of-
fered him a difpenfation from all his oaths and engagements. Francis remained
not in fufpence ; but entered immediately into the confederacy propofed to him.
It was ftipulated, between that King, the pope, the Venetians, the Swifs, the
Florentines, the duke of Milan, among other articles, that they would oblige the
emperor to deliver up the two young princes of France on receiving a fuitable
fum of money; and that he would reftore Milan to Sforza, without farther con-
ditions or incumbrances. The King of England was invited to accede, not only
as a contralting party, but alfo as protector of the holy league, fo it was called .
And if Naples fhould be cenquered from the emperor, in profecution of this
confederacy, it was agreed, that Henry fhould enjoy a principality of the yearly
revenue of 30,000 ducats: And that cardinal Wolfey, in confideration of the
fervices, which be had rendered to chriftendom, fhould alfo, in fuch an event,
be put in pofleflion of a yearly revenue of 10,000 ducats.

Francis was extremely defirous, that the appearance of this great confederacy
thould engage the emperor to relax fomewhat of the extreme rigour of the treaty
of Madrid; and while he entertained thefe hopes, he was the more remifs in his
warlike preparations, nor did he fend in due time reinforcements to his allies in
TItaly. Bourbon had got pofieflion of the whole Milanefe, of which the emperor
intended to grant him the inveftiture; and having levied a confiderable army in 1527
Germany, he became formidable to all the Italian potentates; and not the lefs
fo, that Charles, deftitute of money, had not bcen able to remit any pay to the
forces. The general was éxtremely beloved by his troops ; and in order to pre-
vent thofe mutinies which were ready to break cut every moment, and which
their affe&tion alone for him had hitherto reftrained, he led them to Rome, and
promifed to enrich them by the plunder of that opulent city. e was himfelf ¢, Mav.
killed, as he was planting a Jadder to fcale the walls; but his foldiers, rather :
enraged than difcouraged by his death, mounted to the affault with the utmoft e B
valour, and entering the city, fword in hand, exercifed all thofe brutalities, =

U which
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which may be expetted from ferocity excited by refiftance, and from infolence
which takes place when that refiftance is no more. That renowned city, expofed
by her renown alone to {fo many calamities, never endured in any age, even from
the barbarians, by whom fhe was often fubdued, fuch indignities as the was now
conftrained to fuffer. The unreftrained maffacre and piliage, which continued
for feveral days, were the leaft ills, to which the unhappy Romans were ex-
pofed *. "Whatever was refpectable in modefty or facred in religion feemed but
the more to provoke the infults of the foldiery. Virgins fuffered violation in
the arms of their parents, and upon thofe very altars, to which they had fled
for prote&tion. Aged prelates, after enduring every indignity, and even every
torture, were thrown into dungeons, and menaced each moment with the moft
cruel death, in order to engage them ‘to reveal their fecret treafures, or purchafe
liberty by exorbitant ranfoms. Clement himflf, who had trufted for protection
<0 the facrednefs of his charatter, and neglected to make his efcape in ‘time, was
taken captive, and found that his dignity, which procured him no regard from
the Spanifh foldiers, did but draw on him the infolent moquery of the German,
who, being generally attached to the Lutheran principles, were pleafed to gratify
their animofity by the abafement of the fovereign pontiff.

‘Warw intelligence of this great event was conveyed to the emperor, that young
prince, habituated to hypocrify, exprefied the moft profound forrow for the fuc-
cofs of his arms : He put himfelf- and all his court into mourning : He ftopped
the rejoicings for the birth of his fon Philip: And knowing that every artifice,
however grofs, is able, svhen feconded by authority, to impofe upon the peoples
he ordered prayers, during feveral months, to be put up in all the churches for

the Pope’s liberty ; an event, which, all men knew, a letter under his hand
could in a moment have procured.

Tuz concern, exprefied by Henry and Francis for the calamity of their ally,
was much more fincere. Thefe two monarchs, a few days before the fack of
Rome, had concluded a treaty T at Weftminfter, in which, befides renewing
former alliances, they agreed to fend ambaffadors to Charles, requiring him to
accept of two millions of crowns as the ranfom of the French princes, and to
repay the money, borrowed of Henry; and in cafe of fefufal, the ambaffadors,
attended with heralds, were to denounce war againft him. This war, it was
agreed to profecute in the Low Countries, with an army of thirty thoufand in-
fantry and fifteen hundred nten at arms, two thirds to be fupplied by Francis,
the reft by Henry. And in order to ftrengthen the alliance between the princes,
it was ftipulated, that either Francis or his fon, the duke of Orleans, as thould

afterwards

* Guicciardiani, 1b. 18. Bellay. Stowe, p. 527- + 3oth April.




HENRY VIL 147

afterwards be agreed on, fhould efpoufe the princefs Mary, Henry’s daughter. No Chap. III.
fooner did the monarchs receive intelligence of Bourbon’s enterprize, than they — '3*7"
changed, by a new treaty, the fcene of the projected war from the Netherlands soth May.
to ltaly 5 and hearing of the pope’s captivity, they were farther ftimulated to
undertake the war with vigour for the reftoring his liberty, Wolfey himfelf
croffed the feas, in order to have an interview with Francis, and to concert
meafures for that. purpofe; and he difplayed all that grandeur and magnificence, '
with which he was intoxicated. He was attended with a train of a thoufand
horfe. The cardinal of Lorraine, and the chancellor Alangon, met him at Bous=
logne: Francis himfelf, befides granting to that haughty prelate the power of
giving in every place, where he came, liberty to all prifoners, made ajourney as far
as Amiens to meet him, and even advanced fome miles from the town, the more
to honour his reception. It was here ftipulated, that the duke of Orleans fhould
efpoufe the princefs Mary ; and as the emperor feemed to be taking fome fteps
towards aflembling a general council, the two monarchs agreed not to acknow-
ledge it, but, during the interval of the pope’s captivity, to govern the churches
in their dominions, each by his own authority. Wolfey made fome attempts to
get his legantine power extended into France, and even into Germany ; but find-
ing his efforts fruitlefs, he was obliged, tho’ with great reluctance, to defift from
thefe ambitious enterprizes }.

1th July.

THE more to cement the union between thefe princes, a new treaty was, fome 18th Septem-
time after, concluded at London ; in which Henry agreed to renounce for ever "
all claims upon the crown of France; claims, which might now indeed be
efteemed chimerical, but which often ferved as a pretence for exciting the un-
wary Englifh to wage war upon the French monarchy. As a return for this
conceflion, Francis bound himfelf and his fucceflors to pay for ever fifty thoufand League with
crowns a year to Henry and his fucceffors ; and that a greater folempity might France.
be given to this treaty, it was agreed, that the Parliaments and great nobility of
both kingdoms fhould give their confent to it. The marefchal Montmorency,
accompanied with many perfons of diftinction, and attended by a pompous equi-
page, was fent over to ratify the treaty ; and was received at London with all
the parade, which fuited the folemnity of the occafion. The terror of the emperor’s
greatnefs had entirely extinguithed the antient animofity between the nations’; and
Spain, during more than a century, became, tho’ a. more diftant power, the
chief object of jealoufy to the Englifh.

Tr1s appearance of a cordial union between France and England, tho’ it
added influence to the joint embafly which they fent to the emperor, was not

U 2 able
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able to bend that ambitious monarch to fubmit entirely to the conditions infifted on
by the allies. He departed indeed from his demand of Burgundy as the ranfom of
the French princes; but he :'cquired, prcviouﬂy to their recovery of liberty, that
Francis fhould evacuate Genoa, and all the fortreffes held by him in Italy : And he
declared his intention of bringing Sforza to a trial, and confifcating the dutchy
of Milan, on account of his pretended treafon. The Englith and French he-
ralds, thercfore, according to agreemert, declared war againft him, and fet him
at defiance. Charles anfwered the Englith herald with moderation ; but to the
French, he reproached his mafter with breach of faith, remembered him of the
privaté converfation which had paffed between them at Madrid before their fe-
paration, and offered to prove by fingle combat, that that monarch had atted
dithonourably. Francis retaliated this challenge by giving Charles the lie; and,
after demanding fecurity of the field, he offered to maintain his caufe by fingle
combat. Many meflages paffed to nd fro between them ; but tho’ both the
princes were undoubtedly brave, the intended duel never took place. The
French and Spaniards, during that age, difputed zealoufly which of the monarchs
- ncurred the blame of this failure; but all men of moderation every where la-
mented the power of fortune, that the prince the more candid, generous, and
fincere, fhould, by unhappy incidents, have been reduced to that cruel fituation,
that nothing but the breach of his word could preferve his people, and that he
muft ever after, without being able to make a proper reply, bear to be reproached
with this infidelity by a rival, inferiorto him both in honour and in virtue.

Bur tho’ this famous challenge between Charles and Francis had no imme-
diate confequences with regard to thefe monarchs themfelves, it produced a con-
fiderable alteration on the manners of the age. The prattice of challenges and
duels, which had been part of the artient barbarous jurifprudence, which was
ftill preferved on very folemn occafions, and which was even countenanced by the
civil magiftrate, began thenceforth tc prevail on the moft trivial occafions ; and
men, onany affrontorinjury, thought tiemfelves entitled, oreven requiredin honour,
to take private revenges on their enemies, by vindicating their right in fingle
combat. Thefe abfurd, tho’ generous maxims, fhed much of the beft blood in
chriftendom during more than two centuries 3 and notwithftanding the feverity of
law, fuch is the prevailing force of cuftom, they are far from being as yet cn=
tirely exploded.

C.H: Al
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C R UATE 1V,

Scruples concerning the King's marriage. The King enters into thefe

Seruples. Anne Boleyn.———Henry applies to the pope for a divorce.
———The pope favourable.~——The emperor threatens him. The
pope’s ambiguous conduci. ———The caufe evoked to Rome. Wolfey's
Jall.—— Commencement of the reformation in England. — Foreign
affairs. Wolfey's  death. A Parliament. Progrefs of the

reformation.———A Parliament. King’s final breach awith Rome.

A Parliament.

Otwithftanding the fubmiflive deference, paid to the papal authority be- Chap.1V.
fore the reformation, the marriage of Henry the eighth with Catherine *5%7
of Arragon, his brother’s widow, had not paffed, without much f{cruple and Scruples con-
difficulty. The prejudices of the people were in general bent againft a conjugal “‘“m" the
union between fuch near relations; and the late ng, tho’ he had folemmzed ;1,25 il
the efpoufals, when his fon was but twelve years of age, gave evident proofs of
his intention to take afterwards a proper opportunity of annulling them*. He
ordered the young prince, fo foon as he came of age, to enter a proteftation
againft the marriage 1+ ; and on his death-bed he charged him, as his laft injunc-
tion, not to finifh liance, fo unufual and expofed to fuch infuperable ob-
je€tions. . After the King’s ‘acceffion, fome members of the Privy Council, par-
ticularly “Mnmm the primate, openly declared againft the refolution taken,
of compleating the marriage ; and tho’ Henry’s youth and diffipation kept him,
during fomc time, from entertaining any f{cruples with regard to the meafure
which he had embraced, there happened incidents, fufficient to rouze his at-
tention, and to inform him of the fentiments, generally entertained on that fub-
je&. The ftates of Caftile had oppofed the emperor, Charles’s, efpoufals with
Mary, Henry’s daughter ; and among other objections, had much infifted on
the illegitimate birth of the young plmcefsjj And when the negotiations were
afterwards opened with France, and mention was made of betrothing her to
Francis or the duke of Orleans, the bithop of Tarbe, the French ambaffador,
revived

S (B
an al

* Morifon’s Apomaxis, p. 13. + Morifon, p. 13. Heylin’s Queen Mary, p.2. 1 Lord Herbert,
Fiddes’s life of Wolfey,




Chap. 1V.
1527.

The King en-
ters into thefe
fcruples.

-

150 HISTORY or ENGLAND.

revived the fame objection *. But tho’ thefe events naturally raifed fome doubts
in Henry’s mind, there concurred other caufes, which tended much to fortify
his remorfe, and render his confcience more {crupulous.

THE queen Was older than the King by no lefs than fix years s and the decay
of her beauty, together with particular infirmities and difeafes, had contributed,
notwithftanding her blamelefs character and deportment, to render her perfon
unacceptable to him.  Tho’ fhe had borne him feveral children, they all died in
early infancy, except one daughter ; and he was the more ftruck with this mil-
fortune, that the curfe of being childlefs is the very threatening, contained in
¢he Mofaical law againft thofe who efpoufe their brother’s widow. The King
was aCtuated by a ftrong defire of having male  iffue : With a view to that
end, it is believed, more than from defire towards other gratification, he had,
a few years before this period, made addrefles to a young lady, Catherine,
daughter of Sir John Blount 3 and when fhe bore him a fon, he exprefled the
higheft fatisfaction, and immediately created him duke of Richmond. The fuc-
ceflion of the crown too was a confideration, that occurred to every one, when-
ever the lawfulnefs of Henry’s marriage was queftioned ; and it was apprehended,
that, if doubts of Mary’s legitimacy concurred with the weaknefs of her fex,
the King of Scots, the next heir, would certainly advance his own pretenfions, and
throw the kingdom into confufion. “The evils, as yet recent, of civil wars and
convulfions, arifing from a difputed title, made great impreffion on the minds of
men, and rendered the people univerfally defirous of any event, which might obvi-
ate fo ifreparable a calamity. And the King was thus impelled, both by his
private paffions, and by mortives of public intereft, to feek the diffolution of his
inaufpicious, and, as it was efteemed, unlawful marriage with Catherine.

Henry afterwards affirmed, that his fcruples of confcience arofe entirely from
private reflection ; and that on confulting his confeffor, the bifhop of Lincoln,
he found that prelate poffeffed with the fame doubts and difficulties. The King
himfelf, being fo great a cafuift and a divine, proceeded then to examine the
queftion more carefully by his own learning and ftudy ; and having had recourfe
to Thomas of Aquine, he obferved that this celebrated dotor, whofe authority
was great in the church and abfolute with him, had treated of that very cale,
and had exprefsly declared againfl the lawfulnefs of fuch marriages+. The pro-
hibitions, faid Thomas, contained in Leviticus, and among the reft, that of
marrying a brother’s widow, are moral, eternal, and founded on a divine fanction;
and tho’ the pope may difpenfe with the rules of the church, the laws of God
cannot be fet afide by any authority lefs than that which enacted them. The

archbifhop
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archbithop of Canterbury was next applied to; and he was required to confult Chap.1V.
his brethren: All the prelates of England, except Fifher, bifhop of Rochefter, "*7
declared unanimoufly, under their hand and feal, that they deemed the King’s
marriage unlawful *, Wolfey alfo fortified the King’s fcruples 4, partly with

a view of promoting a total breach with the emperor, Catherine’s nephew, partly
defirous of connefting the King more clofely with Francis, by marrying him to

the dutchefs of Alencon, fifter to that monarch; and perhaps too fomewhat
difgufted with the queen herfelf, who had reproved him for certain freedoms,
unbefitting his character and ftation . But Henry was carried forward, tho’ per-

haps not at firft excited, by a motive more forcible than even the fuggeftions

of that powerful favourite,

AnnE Boleyn, who lately appeared at court, had been created maid of honour gppe Boleym
to the queen; and having had frequent opportunities of being feen by the
King, and of converfing with him, fhe had acquired an entire afcendant over
his affections. This young lady, whofe grandeur and misfortunes have rendered
her fo celebrated, was daughter to Sir Thomas Boleyn, who had been employed
by the King in feveral embaffies, and who was allied to all the principal nobility
of the kingdom. His wife, mother to Anne, was daughter of the duke of
Norfolk ; his own mother was daughter of the earl of Ormond ; his grandfather
Sir Geoffrey Boleyn, who had been mayor of London, had efpoufed oné of the
daughters and co-heirs of the lord Haftings §. - Anne herfelf, tho’ then in very
carly youth, had been carried over to Paris by the King’s fifter, when fhe
efpoufed Liewis the twelfth of France; and upon the deceafe of that monarch,
and the return of his dowager into England, Anne, whofe accomplifhments
even in her tender years were always much admired, was retained in the fervice
of Claude, queen of France, fpoufe to Francis; and after her death, the pafled
into the family of the dutchefs of Alangon, a princefs of fingular ‘merit. The
exact time, when fhe returned to England, is not certainly known 5 but it was
after the King had entertained doubts with regard to the lawfulnefs of his mar-
riage with Catherine ; if the account is to be credited, which he himfelf after-
wards gave of that tranfaction. Henry’s fcruples had made him break off all
conjugal commerce with the queen; but as he ftill fupported an intercourfe of
civility and friendfhip with her, he had occafion, in the vifits, which he paid
her, to obferve the beauty, the youth, the charms of Anne Boleyn. Find-
ing the accomplifhments of her mind no way inferior to her exterior graces, . he

cven
* Burnet, vol, 1. p: 38. Stowe, p. £48. + Le Grand, vol. 3. p. 46, 166, 168. Saunders.
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Chap. IV. even entertained the defign of raifing her to the throne; and was the more con-
1527+ frmed in this refolution, when he found that her virtue and modefty prevented
all hopes of gratifying his paffion after any other manner. And as every motive
of inclination and policy, feemed thus to concur in making the King delirous of
a divorce from Catherine, and as his profpect of fuccefs was inviting, he refolved
to make applications to Clement, and he fent Knight, his fecretary, to Rome for
that purpole.

Henryapplies  Trat he might not fhock the haughty claims of the pontiff, it was refolved
f‘rﬂnd;(d}\ipfe not to found the application on any general doubts ‘of the papal power to per-
mit marriage in the nearer degrecs of confanguinity ; but only to infift on parti-
cular grounds of invalidity in the bull, which Julius had granted for the mar-
riage of Henry and Catherine. It was a maxim in the court.of Rome, that, if
the pope be furprized into any conceffion, or grant any indulgence upon falle
fuggeftions, the bull may afterwards be annulled ; and this pretence had ufually
been employed, wherever one pope had recalled any deed, executed by any of his
predeceflors.  But Julius’s bull, when examined, afforded plentiful matter of this
kind ; and any tribunal, favourable to Henry, needed not want a fpecious colour
for gratifying him in his applications for a divorce. It was faid in the preamble,
that the bull had been granted upon his {ollicitation ; tho’ it was known, that,
at that time, he was below twelve years of age: It was alfo affirmed, as another
motive for the bull, that the marriage was requifite, in order to preferve peace
between the two crowns; tho’ it is certain, that there was not then any ground
or appearance of quarrel between them. Thefe falfe premifes in Julius’s bull,
feemed to afford Clement a fufficient reafon or pretence for annulling it, and

granting Henry a difpenfation for a fecond marriage 1.
The pope Bur tho’ the pretext for this indulgence had been lefs plaufible, the pope
favourable. o< 1h fich a fituation, that he had the ftrongeft motive to embrace eviry oppor-
tunity of gratifying the Englith monarch. Fle was then a prifoner in the hands
of the emperor, and had no hopes of recovering his liberty on any reafonable
terms, unlefs by the efforts of the league, which Henry had formed with Fran-
cis and the Italian powers, in order £o oppofe the exorbitant ambition of Charles.
When the Englifh Secretary, therefore, made private applicarions: to him, he
received a very favourable anfwers and a difpenfation was forthwith promifed to
be expeded to his mafter . Soon after, the march of a French army into Ita-
ly, under the command of Lautrec, obliged the imperialifts to give Clement his
liberty ; and he retired to Orvictto, where the Secretary, with Sir Gregory Cul-
fali, the King’s refident at Rome, renewed their applications to him. They
found

1 Collier, Ecclef. Hift. vol. IL. p.zg. from the Cott. Lib. Vitell. B.g. * Burnet, vol. L. p.47:
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found him ftill full of high profeffions of friendfhip, gratitude, and attachment
to the King; but not fo expeditious in granting his requeft as they expected.
The emperor, who had got intelligence of Henry’s application to Rome, had
exacted a promile of the pope, to take no fleps in that affair before he com-
municated them to the imperial minifters; and Clement, confined by this pro-
mife, and ftill more overawed by the emperor’s forces in Italy, feemed willing
to poftpone thofe conceflions defired of him by Henry. Importuned, however,
by the Englith minifters, he at laft put into their hands a commiffion to Wollfey,
as legate, in‘conjunction with the archbifhop of Canterbury, or any other Eng-
lith prelate, to examine the validity of the King’s marriage, and of Julius’s dif-
penfation T: He alfo granted them a provifional di/penfation for the King’s mar-
riage with any other perfon ; and promifed foon to expede a decretal bull, an-
nulling the marriage with Catherine. But he reprefented to them the dangerous
confequences, which muft enfue to him, if thefe conceffions fhould come to the
emperor’s knowlege ; and he conjured them not to publifh thofe papers, or make
any further ufe of them, till his affairs were in fuch a fituation as to fecure his
liberty and independance. And his fecret advice was, whenever they fhould
find the proper time of opening the fcene, that they fhould prevent all oppofi-
tion, by proceeding immediately to a conclufion, by declaring the marriage with
Catherine invalid, and by Henry’s inftantly efpoufing fome other perfon. Nor
would it be fo difficult, he faid, for himfelf to confirm thefe proceedings, after
they were pafled, as previoufly to render them valid, by his confent and au-
thority §.

Waen Henry received the commiffion and difpenfation from his ambafladors,
and was informed of the pope’s advice, he laid the whole matter before his mi-
nifters, and afked their opinion in fo delicate a fituation. The Englith counfel-
lors confidered the danger of proceeding in the manner pointed out to them,
Should the pope refufe to confirm a deed, which he might juftly call precipitate
and irregular, and fhould he difavow the advice which he gave in fo clandeftine a

manner, the King would find his fecond marriage totally invalidated ; any chil-

dren, which it might bring him, declared illegitimate ; and his marriage with
Catherine more firmly rivetted thanever *. And Henry’s apprehenfions of the pof-
fibility, or even probability, of fuch an event, were much confirmed, when he
refle€ted on the charater and fituation of the fovereign pontiff.

CrLemeNT the feventh was a prince of excellent judgment, whenever his timi-
dity, to which he was extremely fubjet, allowed him to make full ufe of thofe

X talents,
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talents, and that p«-"netration, with which he was endowed *. The captivity,
and other misfortunes, which he had undergone, by entering into a league againft
Charles, had fo affected his imagination, that he never afterwards exerted himfelf
with vigour in any public meafures, efpecially. if the interefts or inclinations of
that potentate ftood in oppofition to him. The imperial forces were, at prefent,
powerful in Ttaly, and might return to the attack of Rome, which was ftill de-
fencelefs, and expofed to the fame calamities with which it had already been over-
whelmed. And befides thefe dangers, Clement found or fancicd himfelf expofed
to perils, which threatned, @till more immediately, his perfon and dignity.
CuarLEs, apprized of the timid difpofition of the holy father, threw out
perpetual menaces of fummoning a general council; which, he reprefent-
ed, as neceffary to reform the church, and corre& thofe exorbitant abufes,
which the ambition and avarice of the court of Rome had introduced into every
branch of ecclefiaftical adminiftration. The power of Clement himfelf, he faid,
the fovereign pontiﬁ', required limitation 3 his condu&t called aloud for amend-
ment ; and even his title to the throne, which he filled, might juftly be brought
in queftion, That pope had always paffed for the natural fon of Julian of Me-
dici, who was of the fovereign family of Florence ; and tho” Leo the tenth, his
coufin, had declared him legitimate, upon 2 pretended promife of marriage be-
tween his father and mother, few perfons believed that declaration to be founded
on any juft reafon or authority +. The canon law, indeed, had been entirely
filent with regard to the promotion of baftards to the papal throne; but, what
was ftill dangerous, the people had entertained a violent prepofieflion, that that
ftain in the birth of any perfon was fufficient to incapacitate him for {o holy an
office. And in another point, the canon law was exprefs and pofitive, that no
man, guilty of fimony, could attain that dignity. A fevere bull of Julius the
fecond had added new fanétions to this law, by declaring, that a fimoniacal elec-
tion fhould not be rendered valid, even by a pofterior confent of the cardinals.
But unfortunately Clement had given to cardinal Colonna a billet, containing
promifes of advancing that cardinal, in cafe he himfelf fhould attain the papal
dignity by his concurrence: And this billet, Colonna, who was in entire de-
pendance on the emperor, threatned every moment to expofe to public view i.
Waire Charles terrified the pope with thefe menaces, he alfo allured him by
hopes, which were no lefs prevalent over his affeGtions. At the time that the em-
peror’s forces facked Rome, and reduced Clement to captivity, the Florentines,
paflionate for their ancient liberty, had taken advantage of his diftreffes, and re-
volting

® Father Paul, lib, 1, Guicciardini. 4 Father Paul, lib. 1. 1 Thid
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volting againft the family of Medici, had entirely ..bol fhed their authority in Chap.1V.
Florence, and re-eftablithed the former democracy. The b'u.[Cl' to protect them- T
felves in their freedom, they had entered into the alliance with France, England,

and Venice, againft the emperor; and Clement found, that, by this intereft, the
hands of his confederates were tied from affifting him in the reftoration of his fa-
mily ; theevent, which, of all others, he moft pa!uolxahcly defired. = The empe-
ror alone, he knew, was able to effeftuate this purpofe ; and therefore, what-
ever profeflions he made of fidelity to his allies, he was always, on the leaft
glimpfe of hope, ready to embrace every propofal of a cordial reconcilement
with that monarch .

Trese views and interefts of the pope were well known in Englanc
the oppofition of the emperor was forefeen to Henry’s divorce, both on account
of the honour and interefts of Catherine, his aunt, and the obvious motive of
diftrefling an enemy, it was efteemed dangerous to take any meafure of confe-
quence, in expectation of the fubfequent concurrence of a man of Clement’s
character, whofe behaviour contained always fo much duplicity, and who was at
prefent fo lictle at his own difpofal. The fafeft meafure feemed to cosfift in pre-
vioufly engaging him fo far, that he could not afterwards recede, and in maki
ufe of his prefent ambiguity and uncertainty, to extort the moft i important con-
ceflions from him.  For this purpofe, Stephen Gardiner, the cardinal’s fecretary, :
and Edward Fox, the King’s almoner, were difpatched to Rome, and were or- A5 Voo
dered to follicit a2 commiffion from the pope, of fuch a nature as would oblige
him to confirm the fentence of the commi 1 ‘
him, on any account, to recall the commifi

flioners, whatever it was, and difable
10

on, or evoke the caufe to Rome *

BuT the fame reafon which made the King fo defirous of obtainin o ?ivis

o

fion, confirmed the pope in the refolution to refufc it: He was ftill determined to - :
. ~ ne pope’s
keep the door open to an agreement with the emperor, and made no 1C1U* I0E {3+ ambigeous

crificing all other confiderations to a point which he efteemed, of all others, the conduc.
moft important to his own fecurity," and to th: at of hisfamily. ~ He granted, there-

fore, a new commiffion, in which cardinal Campeggio was joined to Wolfey, for the

trial of the King’s marriage; but he could not be prcv:‘af!i'a‘ on to infert the clau
defired of him. And though he put into Gardiner’s ha i

not to recall the prefent commiffion; this pror
|

to be couched in fuch amkt iguous terms, as |
pleafed, of departing from it

Father Paul. * Lord Herbert. Burnet, vol. L. p. z9. in the colle®. Le Gra
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Camprcoio owed fome obligations to the King s but his dependance on the
pope ‘was fo much greater, that he conformed himfelf entirely to the views of
his holinefs ; and tho’ he received his commiffion in April, he protracted his de-

arture by fo many artificial delays, that it was O¢tober before he arrived in
England. The firft ftep which he took, was to exhort the King to defift from
the profecution of his divorce 3 and finding that this counfel gave great offence,
he faid, that his intention was alfo to exhort the queen to enter into a convent
and that he thought it his duty, previoufly to attempt an amicable compofure of
all differences. The moreto pacify the King, he fhewed to him, as alfo to the
cardinal, the-decretal bull, annulling the former marriage with Catherine 5 but
no entreaties could prevail with him to make any other of the King’s council
privy to the fecrer |. In order to atone, in fome degree, for this obftinacy, he
exprefied to the King and the cardinal, the pope’s great defire of fatisfying them
inevery reafonable demand ; ‘and in particular, he thowed, that their requeft for
{upprefling fome more monaftries, and converting them into cathedrals and bi-
thops fees, had obtained the confent of his holinefs *.

Tusst ambiguous circum{tances in the behaviour of the pope and the legate,
kept the court of ‘England in {ufpence, and determined the King to wait with pa-
tience the iffue of fuch uncertain councils. Fortune meanwhile feemed to
promife him a more fure and expeditious way of extricating himfelf from his
prefent difficulties. Clement was feized with a dangerous illnefs; and the in-
trigues for electing his fucceflor, began already to take place among the cardinals.
Wolfey, in particular, fupported by the interefls of England and France, enter-
tained hopes of mounting the throne of St. Peter+ ; and it appears, thatif a
vacancy had then happened, there wasa probability of his reaching that fummit of
his ambition. But the pope recovered his health, tho’ after feveral relapfes ; and
he returned to the fame train of falfe and deceitful politics, by which he had hi-
therto amufed the Englith court. He ftill flattered Henry with profeflions of
the moft cordial attachment, and promifed him a fudden and favourable iffue of
his procefs : He fhill continued his fecret negociations with Charles, and perfevered
in the refolution of facrificing all his promifes, and all the interefts of the Romifh
religion, to the clevation of his family. Campeggio, who was perfectly acquainted
with his views and intentions, protracted the decifion by the moft artificial de-
Jays; and gave Clement full leifure to adjuft all the terms of his treaty with the
emperor.

THE

1 Herbert, p. 225. i| Burnet, p. 58. * Rymer, vol. XIV. p. 270, Strype, vol. I.
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Tue emperor, acquainted with the King’s extreme earneftnefs in this affair,
was determined, that he fhould obtain fuccefs by no other means but by an ap-
plication to him, and by deferting his alliance with Francis, which had hitherto
fupported, againft the fuperior force of Spain, the tottering ftate of the French
monarchy.  He willingly hearkened, therefore, to the applications of Cathe-
rine, his aunt; and promifing her his utmoft protection, exhorted her never to
yield to the malice and perfecutions of her encmies. The queen herfelf was na-
turally of a firm and refolute temper ; and was engaged by every motive to per-
fevere in protefting againft the injuftice to which fhe thought herfelf expofed.
The imputation ‘of inceft, which was thrown upon her marriage with Henry,
ftruck her with the higheft indignation: The illegitimacy of her daughter,
which feemed a neceffary confequence, gave her the moft juft concern: The

Chap.1V,
1529,

relutance of yielding to a rival, who, fhe believed, had fupplanted her in the’

King’s affetions, was a very natural motive. Actuated by all thefe confidera-
tions, fhe never ceafed folliciting her nephew’s affiftance, and earneftly entreating
an avocation of the caufe to Rome, where alone, fhe thought, fhe could expect
Juftice.  And the emperor, in all his negociations with the’pope, made the re-
call of the commiffion, which Campeggio and Wolfey exercifed in England, a
fundamental article §.

THE two legates, meanwhile, opened their court at London, and cited the
King and Queen to appear before it.. They both prefented themfelves ; and the
King anfwered to his name, when called: But the Queen, inftead of anfwering,
rofe from her feat, and throwing herfelf at the King’s feet, madea very pathe-
tic harangue, which her virtue, her dignity, and her misfortunes, rendered the
more affecting. She told him, that fthe was a ftranger in his dominions, without
protection, without council, without affitance; expofed to all the injuttice,
which her enemies were pleafed to impofe upon her : That the had quitted her
native country without other refource, than her connexions with him and his fa.
mily, and had expeéted, that, inftead of fuffering thence any violence or iniqui-
ty, fhe was affured in them of a fafeguard againft every misfortune: That fhe
had been his wife during twenty years, and would here appeal to himfelf, whe-
ther her affectionate fubmiffion to his will had not merited other treatment, than
to be thus, after fo long a time, thrown from him with fo much indignity : That
fhe was confcious—he himfelf was affured—that her virgin honour was yet un-
ftained, when he received her into his bed, and ‘that her conneions with his
brother had been carried no further than the ceremony of marriage: That
their parents, the Kings of England and Spain, were efteemed the wifcft princes

of
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of their time, and had undoubtedly acted by  the beft council, when they form-
ed the agreement for that marriage, which was now reprefented as fo criminal
and unnatural : And that fhe acquiefced in their judgment, and would: not fub-
mit her caufe to be tried by a court, whofe dependance on her enemies was too
vifible, ever to allow her any hopes of obtaining from them an equitable or im-
partial ~decifion *. Having fpoke  thefe words, fhe rofe, and making the
King a low reverence, ine departed from the court, and never would again
appear in it.

Arter her departure, the King did her the juftice to acknowledge, that fhe
had ever been a dutiful and affectionate wife, and that the whole tenor of her
behaviour had been conformable to the ftricteft rules of probity and honour.
Heonly infifted on his own fcruples, with regard to the lawfulnefs of their mar-
riage 3 and he explained the origin, the progrefs, and the foundation of thofe doubts,
by which he had been fo long and fo violently agitated. He acquitted cardinal
Wolfey of having any hand in encouraging his fcruples; and he begged a fen-
tence of the court, conformable to the juftice of his caufe.

THuE legates, after citing the queen anew to appear before them, declared her
contumacious, notwithftanding her appeal to Rome; and then proceeded to the
examination of the caufe. The firft point which came before them, was, the
proof of prince Arthur’s confummation of his marriage with Catherine; and it
mufl be confefled, that no ftronger arguments could reafonably be expected of fuch
a fa@ after fo long an interval. The age of the prince, who had pafied his fif-
teenth year, the good ftate of his health, the long time that he had cohabited with
his fpoufe, many of his exprefiions to that very purpofe ; all thefe circumftances
form a violent prcfumption, in favour of the King’s affertiont. Henry himfelf;
after his brother’s death, was not allowed for fome time to bear the title of prince

of Wales, in expettation of .her pregnancy : The Spanifh ambaflador, in order
the better to enfure pofleflion of her jointure, had fept over to Spain, proofs of
bull itfelf was founded on the

the confummation of her marriage f: Julius’s b
fuppolition, that Arthur had perbaps had knowledge of t

. 7 ot
g he princefs: In the very
treaty, fixing Henry’s marriage, the confummation of the former marriage with

prince Arthur, is acknowledged on both files|. hefe particulars-were all laid

before the court; accompanied with many reafonings concerning the extent of
the pope’s auth- rity, and his power of granting a difpenfation to marry within the

prohibited degrees. Campeggio heard thefe doctrines with great impatience 3

and notwithftanding  his refolution to protract the caufe, he was often tempted

to
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to interrupt and filence the King’s council, when they infifted on fuch difagreeable ChapIV.
topics. The trial was fpun out till the 23d of July; and Campeggio chiefly — "*%
tock on him the part of conduing it. - Wolfey, tho” the elder cardinal, per-
mitted him to a@ as prefident of the court ; becaufe it was thought, that a
trial, managed by an ltalian cardinal, would carry the appearance of greater
candour and impartiality, than if the King’s own minifter and favourite had pre-
fided in it. 'The bufinefs now feemed to be drawing near a period ; and the King
was every day in expe@ation of a fentence in his favour ; when, to his great fur-
prize, Campeggio, on a fudden, without any warning, and upon very frivolous
pretences J, prorogued the ‘court, till the firft of October. he avocation; The canfe
which came a few days after from Rome, put an end to all the hopes of fuc- evoked to
cefs, which the King had fo long and fo anxioufly cherifhed §. e
Durinc the time, that the trial was carried on before the legates at London,
the emperor had by his minifters earneftly follicited Clement to evoke the caule
to Rome ; and had employed every topic of hope or terror, which could operate
either ori the pafiion or timidity of the pontiff. The Englifh ambaffadors, on the
other hand, in conjuné&ion with the French, had been no lefs earneft in their
applications, that the legates fhould be allowed to finifh the trial ; but, the’ they
employed the fame engines of promifes and menaces, the objelts, which they
could fet before the pope, were not fo inftant ncr immediate as thofe which were
held up to him by the emperor *. The dread of lofing England, and of forti-
fying the Lutherans by fo confiderable an acceflion, made {fmall impreflion on
Clement’s mind, in comparifon of the anxiety for his own perfonal fafety, and
the fond defire of reftoring the Medici to their dominion in Florence. So
foon, therefore, as he had adjufted all terms with the emperor, he laid hold of
the pretence of juftice, which required him, he faid, to pay regard to the queen’s
appeal; and fufpending the commiffion of the legates; he evoked the caufe to
Rome. The legate, Campeggio, had beforehand received private orders, de-
livered by Campana, to burn the decretal bull, with which he was entrufted.
Worsev had long forefeen this meafure as the fure fore-runner of his own ruin.
Tho® he had at firft defired, that the King fhould rather marry a French princefs
than Anne Boleyn, he had employed himfelf with the utmoft affiduity and earneft-
nefs to bring the affair to an happy iffue +: He was not therefore to be blamed
for the unprofperous event, which the pope’s partiality had produced. But he
had fufficient experience of the extreme ardour and impatience of Henry’s tem-

per, who could bear no contradiction, and who was wont, without examination
or

i Burnet, vol. 1. p. 76, 77. § Herbert, p. 254, * Burnet, vol. . p. 75.

t Collier, vol. 2. p. 45, DBurnet, vol. 1. p. 53.
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or diftinéion, to make his minifters anfwerable for the iffue of thofe tranfations,
with which they were entrufted. Annc Boleyn alfo, who was prepofieffed againft
him, had imputed to him the failure of her hopes; and as fhe was newly re.
¢urned to court, whence fhe had been removed, from a regard to decency, during
the trial before the legates, fhe had naturally acquired an additional in-
flience on Henry’s mind, and {he ferved much to fortify his prejudices againft
the cardinal £. Even the queen and her partizans, judging of Wclley by the
part which he had openly ated, had exprefled the higheft animofity againft
him ; and the moft oppofite factions feemed now to combine in the ruin of this
haughty minifter. The high opinion  itfelf, which Henry had entertained of
the cardinal’s capacity, tended to haften his downfal ; while he imputed the bad
fuccefs of that minifter’s undertakings, not to fortune or miftake, but to the ma.
lignity or infidelity of his intentions. The blow, however, fell not inftantly on his
head. TheKing, who probably could not juftify by any good reafon his alienation
from his antient favourite, feems to have remained fome time in fufpence; and
he received him, if not with all his former kindnefs, at leaft with the appearance
of truft and regard.

_But it is found almoft impofiible for a high confidence and affeftion to receive
the leaft diminution, without finking into abfolute indifference or even running
into the oppofite extreme of hatred and averfion. The King was now determined
to bring on the ruin of the cardinal with a motion almoft as precipitate as he had
formerly employed in his elevation. The dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk were fent
to require the great feal from him ; and on his fcrupling to deliver it *, without
a more exprefs warrant, Henry wrote him a letter, upon which it was furren-
dered, and was delivered by the King to Sir Thomas More, a man, who, be-
fides the ornaments of an elegant literature, pofiefled the higheft virtue, inte-
grity and capacity.

WoLscy was ordered to depart from York-Place, “a palace which he had built
in London, and which, tho’ it really belonged to the fee of York, was feized by
Henry, and became afterwards the refidence of the Kings of England, under the
title of Whitehall. Al his furniture and plate were converted to the King’s ufe.
Their riches and fplendour befitted rather a royal than a private fortune. The
walls of his palace were covered with cloth of gold or cloth of filver: He had
a cupboard of plate of mafly gold : There were found a thoufand pieces of fine
holland belonging to him. Al the reft of ‘his riches and furniture was in pro-
portion ; and his opulence was probably no fmall inducement to this violent
perfecution againft him.

"THE

1 Cavendifh, p. 40. * Cavendith, p. 41.
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Tue cardinal was ordered to retire to Afher, a country feat which he pofiefied
near Hampton-Court,  The world, who had paid him fuch abject court during
his profperity, now-entirely deferted him, on this fatal reverfe of all his fortunes.
He himfelf was much dejeCted with the change; and from the fame turn of
mind, which had made him be fo vainly elated with his grandeur, he felt the
blow of adverfity with double rigour . The fmalleft appearance of his return
to favour threw him into tranfports of joy, unbecoming a man. The King
had feemed willing, during fome time, to intermit the blows, which over-
whelmed him. He granted him his protection, and left himin pofleffion of the
fees of York and Winchefter. He even fent him a gracious meflage, accompa-
nied with a ring, as a teftimony of his affe®ion. Wolfey, who was on horfe-
back when the meflenger met him, immediately alighted ; and throwing himfelf
on his knees in the dirt, received in that humble pofture thefe marks of his
majefty’s gracious difpofition towards him J.

Bu'r his enemies, who dreaded his return to court, never ceafed plying the
King with accounts of his feveral offences ; and Anne Boleyn in particular, who
bore him no kindnefs, contributed her endeavours, in conjunétion with her uncle
the duke of Norfolk, to exclude him from all hopes of ever being reinftated in his
former authority. He difmiffed therefore his numerous retinue; and as he was
a kind and beneficent mafter, the feparation pafled not without a plentiful effufion
of tears on both fides§. The King’s heart, notwithftanding fome gleams of

kindnefs, feemed now totally hardened againft his old favourite. e ordered
_him to be indicted in the Star-Chamber, where a fentence was paifled upon him.

And not contented with this feverity, he abandoned him to all the rigour of
the Parliament, which now, after a long interval, was again aflembled. The
houfe of lords voted a long charge againft Wolfey, confifting of forty-four
articles ;- and accompanied it with an application to the King for his punithment,
and his removal from all authority. Little oppofition was made to this charge in
the upper houfe: No evidence of any part of it was fo much as called for;
and as it confifts chiefly of general accufations, it was fcarce fufceptible of any *.

i The

& Sttype, vol.I. p. 114, 115, App. N7 31, &c. T Stowe, p. 547. § Cavendifln
Stowe, 49.

* The firft article of the charge againft the cardinal is his procuring the legantine power, which,
however, as it was certainly done with the King’s confent and permiffion, could be no wife criminal.
Many of the other articles alfo regard the mere exercife of that power. Some articles impute to him as
crimes, particular actions, which were natural or unavoidable to any man, that was prime minifter
with 1o unlimited an authority ; fuch as receiving firft all lette s from the King’s minifters abroad,
receiving firlt all vifits from foreign minifters, defiring that all applications fhould be made thro’ him.
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The articles were {ent down to the houfe of commons; w“e“e Thomas Cromwel,
formerly a fervant of the cardinal, and who had been raifed by him from a very
row ftation, defended his unfortunate patron with fuch f{pirit, generofity, and
urage, as acquired him great honour, and laid the foundation of that favour,

‘hich he afterwards enjoyed with the King,

’’s encinies, finding that either his innocence or his caution prevented
n b :a:x:'g, any juft ground of accufing him, had recourfe to a very ex-
raordinary expedient, An indiCtment was lodged again{t him ; that, contrary
to 2 {tatute of Richard the fecond, commonly called the ftatute of provxfors, he
1ad }wuuueu bulls from Rome, ;amcu;arly that invefting him with the legan-
tine power, which he had exe rcifed with very txtenﬁve authority. He con-
fefled the indiélment, pleaded ignorance of the ftatute, and threw himfelf
on the King’s mercy. He was perhaps within reach of the law; but befides
that this ftatute was fallen altogether into difufe, nothing could be more
rigorous and fevere than to impute to him as a crime, W what he had openlys
during 2 courfe of fo many years, practifed with the confent and approbaticn
of the King, and the acquiefcence of the Parliament and kingdom. Not
to mention, what he always afferted *, and what we can fcarce doubt of, that he
had obtained the royal licence in the moft formal manner, which, had he not
been apprehenfive of the dangers attending any oppofition to Henry’s lawlefs
will, he might have pleaded in his own defence before the judges.  Sentence,
however, was pronounced againft him, ¢ That he was out of the King’s pro-
“ trection ; his lands and aoods forfeited, and that his perfon might be commit-
“¢ted to cuftody.” But thxs profecution of Wolfey, tho’ it was not difagreeable
to Henry, was carried no farther. He even granted him his pardon for all of-
fences ; reftored him part of his plate and furpiture ; and flill continued, from:
time to time, to drop expreflions of favour and compaffion towards him.
4 THE
He was alfo accufed of naming himfelf with the King, as if he had been his fellow, #be King and I:
It is report:d that fometimes he even put his own name before the King’s, ego ef rex meus. But this
mode of expreflion is juftified I‘y the Latin idiom. It is remarkable, that his whi{pering in the King’s
car, know 11.“ himfelf to be affeGted with venereal diftempers, is an article againft him.. Many of

the charges are general and mcao"b e of proof. Lord Herbert goes fo far as to affirm, that no man
ever fell from fo high a ftaticn, who had fo few real crimes objeted to him.
haps too favoura }m to the cardinal.

T'his opinion is per=
Yet the refutation of the articles by Cromwel, and their being
;jeted by a houfe of commons even in this arbitrary reign, i5 almoft a demonftration: of Wolfey’s
innocence. Henry was, no-doubt, entirely bent on his deftrution, when, on his failure by a par-
tary xm;‘cachnm.r he attacked him upon the ftatute of provifors, which afforded him fo little

fter. For that this indi€tment was fubfequent to the attack in parliament, ap-
life of Wolley, Stos

pears by Cavenc
peachment themfel

p- 551, and more certainly by the very articles of im-
Parliamentary Hiftory, vol. 3. p. 4z, article7.. Coke's Inft. pt. 4. fol. 89,
* Cavendith, page 72.
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Tue complaints againft the ufurpations of the ecclefiatics had been very Chap.IV.

antient in England, as well as in moft other Buropean kingdoms; and as this

topic was now become popular every where, it had paved the way for the Lu. ¢
theran tenets, and reconciled the people, in fome meafure, to the frightful

Liu

idea "
of herefy and innovation. The commons, finding the occafion favourable, 1
pafled feveral bills, reftraining the impofitions of the clergy ; one for regulating

-
fes J

of mortuaries; another againft the exactions for the probates of wills * ;.a thiid
againft non-refidence and pluralities, and againft churchmen’s being farmers of
land. But what appeared chiefly dangercus to the ecclefiaftical order, were the
fevere inveltives, thrown out, almoft without oppofition, in the houfe, againft
the diffolutenefs of the priefts, their ambition, their avarice, and their endlefs
encroachments on the laity. Lord Herbert 1 has even preferved the {peech of a
gentleman of Grey’s-Inn, which is of a very fingular nature, and contains fuch
topics as we fhould little expect to meet with during that period. The member
infifts upon the vaft variety of theological opinions, which prevailed in different
nations and ages ; the endlefs inextricable controverfies maintained by the feveral
fets ; the impofiibility, that any man, much lefs the people, could ever know,
much lefs examine, the tenets and principles of each fect ; the necefiity of igno-
rance and a fufpence of judgment with regard to all thefe obje@s of difpute :
And upon the whole, he infers, that the only religion obligatory on mankind is
the belief of one fupreme Being, the author of nature; and the neceflity of good
morals, in order to obtain his favour and protetion. Such fentiments would be
efteemed latitudinarian, even in our time; and would not be advanced, without
fome precaution, in a public affembly. But tho’ the firft broaching of religious
controver{y might encourage the feeptical turn in a few perfons of a ftudious
difpofition ; the zeal, with which men foon after attached themfelves to their
feveral parties, ferved effectually to banifh for a long time all fuch obnoxious
liberties.

Tue bills for regulating the clergy met with fome oppofition in the houfe of
lords. Bifhop Fifher in particular imputed thefe meafures of the commons to
their want of faith ; and to a formed delign, derived from heretical and Lutberan
principles, of robbing the church of her patrimony, and overturning the national
religion. The duke of Norfolk reproved the prelate, in very fevere, and even
fomewhat indecent terms. He told him, that the greatefl clerks are not always
the wifeft men.  But Fither replied, that he did not remember any fools in his

b

B v s

Y 2 time,
* Thefe exaftions were quite arbitrary, and had rifen to a great heicht. A member faid in

houie, that a thoufand merks had been exa@ed from him oa that account. Hall, fol 188. trype
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time, that had proved greatclerks. The exceptions takenat the bifhop of Rochefter’s
fpeech ftopped not there. The commons, by the mouth of Sir Thomas Audley,
their fpeaker, made complaints to the King of the refleGions thrown upon them;
and the bifhop was obliged to put a more fayour.ble conftruétion on his words *.

Fenry was not difpleafed, that the court of Rome and the clergy fhould be
fenfible, that they were entirely dependant on him, and that his Parliament,
if he were willing to fecond their inclinations, were fufficiently difpofed to reduce
the power and privileges of the ecclefiaftics. The commons gratified the King
in another particular of moment: They graned him a difcharge of all thofe
debts, which he had contratted fince the beginning of his reign: And they
orounded this bill, which occafioned many comiplaints, on a pretence of the
King’s great care of the nation, and of his employing regularly all the money,
which he had borrowed, in the public fervice. Mol of the King’s creditors
confifted of friends to the cardinal, who had oeen engaged by their patron to
contribute to the fupply of Henry’s demands ; and the prefent courtiers were well
pleafed to take the opportunity of mulcting them +. Several alfo approved of
an expedient, which, they hoped, would everafter difcredit a method of fupply,
fo irregular and fo unparliamentary.

Tre domeftic tranfa&tions of England were at prefent fo interefting to the
King, that they chiefly engaged his attention ; and he regarded foreign affairs
only in fubordination to them. He had declared war againft the emperor ; but
the mutual advantages reaped by the commerce between England and the Ne-
therlands had engaged him to ftipulate a neutrality with thofe provinces ; and
except by money contributed to the Italian wars, he had in effect exercifed no
hoflilities againft any of the imperial dominions. A general peace was this fum-
mer eftablithed in Europe. Margaret of Auftria and Louife of Savoy met at
Cambray, and fettled the terms of pacification between the French King and the
emperor. Charles accepted of two millions of crowns in lieu of Burgundy; and
he delivered up the two princes of France, whom he had retained as hoftages.
Henry was fo generous to his friend and ally Francis, that he fent him an ac-
quital of near 600,000 Crowns, which that prince owed him. Francis’s Italian
confederates were not fo well fatisfied as the King with the peace of Cambray :
They were there almoft wholly abandoned to tie will of the emperor and feemed
t0 have no o her means of fecurity left, but nis equity and moderation. Flo-
sence, after a brave refiftance, was fubdued by the imperial arms, and finally deli-
vered over to thedominion of the family of Medici. The Venetians were better

treated :

* Parliamentary Hiftory, vol. 3. p. 59. Barnet, vol. 2, p. 82 + Burnet, vol. 1. p. 83.
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treated : They were only obliged to relinquifh fome acquifitions, which they had
made on the coaft of Naples. Even Francis Sforza obtained the inveftiture of
Milan, and was pardoned all his pafl offences. The emperor in' perfon pafled
over into Italy with a magnificent train, and received the imperial crown from the
hands of the pope at Bologna. He was but twenty nine years of age; and
having already, by his vigour and capacity, fuccceded in every enterprize, and
reduced to captivity the two greateft potentates in Europe, the one fpiritual, the
other temporal, he attratted the eyes of all men ; and many prognoftications
were formed of his growing empire.

But tho’ Charles feemed to be profperous on every fide, and the conqueft of
Mexico and Peru now began to prevent that fcarcity of money, under which he
had hitherto laboured, he found himfelf threatened with difficulties in Germany ;
and his defire of remedying them was the chief caufe of his granting fuch mode-
rate conditions to the powers in Italy. ~Sultan Solyman, the greateft and moft
accomplifhed prince, that ever fat on the Ottoman throne, had almoft entirely
fubdued Hungary, had befieged Vienna, and, tho’ repulfed, ftill menaced the
hereditary dominions of the houfe of Auftria with conqueft and fubjettion.  The
Lutheran princes in the empire, finding, that liberty of confcience was denied
them, had combined in a league for their own defence at Smalcalde; and be-
caufe they protefted againft the votes of the imperial diet, they thenceforth re-
ceived the appellation of protefiants. Charles had undertaken to reduce them to
obedience ; and under pretence of fecuring the purity of religion, he had laid
a fcheme of aggrandizing his ewn family, by extending its dominions over all
Germany.

Txz friendfhip of Henry was one material circumftance yet wanting to Charles,
in order to render his ambitious projeés feafible ; and the King was {ufficiently
acquainted, that the concurrence of that prince would at once remove all the
difficulties, which lay in the way of his divorce ; that point, which had long
been the object of his moft earneft withes. But b:fides that the interefts of his
kingdom feemed to require a confederacy with France, his haughty fpirit could
not brook a friendfhip impofed on him by conftraint; and as he had ever been
accuftomed to receive courtfhip, fubmiffion, and follicitation from the greateft
potentates, he could ill bear that dependance, to which this unhappy affair feemed
to have reduced him. Amidft the anxicties with which he was agitated, he was
often tempted to break off all connexion with the court of Rome; and tho’ he
had been educated in a fuperftitious reverence to the papal authority, it is
likely, that his perfonal experience of the duplicity and felfith politics of Cle-
ment, had ferved much to open his eyes in that particular, He frund his royal

2 prerogative
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prerogative firmly eftablithed at home: He obferved that his people were in
general much difgufted with clerical ufurpations, and difpofed to reduce the powers
and;nivﬂegGS(afthc ecclefiaftical order: He knew, that they had cordially taken
part with him in his profecution of a divorce, and highly refented chat un-
worthy treatment, which, after fo many fervices and fuch devoted attachment,
he had received from the court of Rome. Anbe Boleyn alfo could not fail, by
her infinuations, to engage him into extremities with the pope, both as it was
the readieft way to her attaining royal dignity, and as her education in the court
of the dutchefs of Alancon, a princefs inclined to”the reformers, had already
difpofed her to a balief ‘of the new do&rines. But notwithftanding all thefe in-
ducements, Henry had ftrong motives ftill to defire a good agreement with the
fovereign pontiff. He apprehended the danger of fuch great innovations : He
dreaded the reproach of herefy: He abhorred all connexions with the Luthe-
rans, the chief opponents of papal power: And haying once exerted himfelf with
fuch applaufe, as he imagined, in defence of the Romiifi communion, he was
afhamed to retrac his former opinions, and betray from paffion fuch a palpable
inconliftency. While he was agitated by thefe contrary motives, an expedient
was propofed, which, as it promifed a folution of all difficulties, was embraced
by him with the greateft joy and fatisfaction.

Dr. Thomas Cranmer, a fellow of Jefus-College in Cambridge, was a_man
vemarkable in that univerfity for his learning, and ftill more, for the candour
and difintereftednefs of his temper. He fell one evening by accident into com-
pany with Gardiner, now fecretary of ftate, and Fox the King’s almoner ; and
as the bufinefs of the divorce became the fubje& of converfation, he obferved,
that the readicft way either to quiet Henry’s confcience or extort the pope’s con-
fent, would be to confult all the univerfities of Europe with regard to this con-
troverted point : If they agreed to approve the King’s marriage with Cathe-
rine, his remorfes would ra urally ceafe ; if they condemned it, the pope wou'd
find it difficult to refift the follicitations of fo great a monarch, f conded by the
opinion of all the learned men in Chritendom *.  When the King was informed
of this propoﬁﬂ, he was delighted with it; and fwore, with more alacrity than
delicacy, that Cranmer had got the right {fow by the ear: He fent for that di-
vine : Entered into corverfation with him : Conceived a high opinion of his
virtue and underftanding : Engaged him to write in defence of the divorce: And
immediately, in profecution of the fcheme propofed, employed his agents ©©
collect the j dgment of all the univerfities in Europe.

Hap

* Fox, p. 1860. 2d edit. Burnet, vol. 1. p.79. Speed, p. 769. Heylin, p 5.
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Hap the queftion of Henry’s marriage with Catherine been examined by the
principles of found philofophy, exempt from fuperftition, it feemed not liable to
much difficulty.  The natural realon, why marriage in certain degrees is prohi-
bited by the civil laws, and condemned by the moral fentiments of all nations,
is derived from men’s care to preferve purity of manners ; while they reflec, that if
a commerce of love were authorized between the neareft relations, the frequent
epportunities of intimate_converfation, efpecially during early youth, would in-
troduce an univerfal diffolutenefs and corruption. But as the cuftoms of coun-
tries vary confiderably, and open an intercourfe, more or lefs reftrained, between:
different families, or between the feveral members of the fame family, fo we find,
that the moral precept, varying with its caufe, is fufceptible, without any incon-
venience, of very different latitude in the feveral ages and nations of the world,
The extreme delicacy of the Greeks, permitted no converfe between perfons
of the two fexes, exce pt where they lived under the fame roof; and even the
apartments of a {tep-mother, and her daughters, were almoft as much fhut up
againft vifits from the hufband’s fons, as againft thofe from any ftrangers or
more remote relations : Hence in that nation it was lawful for a man to marry,
not only his niece, but his half fifter by the father: A liberty unknown to the
Romans, and other nations, where a more open intercourfe was authorifed be-
tween the fexes. Reafoning from this principle, it would appear, that the ordi-
nary commerce of life among great princes, is fo obftructed by ceremony, and
numerous attendants, that no ill confequence would refult among them, from
the marriage of a brother’s widow ; efpecially if the difpenfation of the fove-
reign prieft is previoufly required, in order to juﬁify what may in common
cafes be condemned,

and to hinder the precedent from becoming toco common
and familiar. And as ftrong motives of public intereft and tranquillity may
frequently require fuch alliances between the fovereign families, there is lefs
reafon for extending towards them the full rigour of that rule which has place
among individuals *.

Bur
* Even judging of this queftion by the {eripture, to which the appeal was every moment made,
the arguments for the King’s caufe appear but lame an imperfe&. Marriage in the degree of affi-

nity which had place between Henry and Catherine, is, indeed, prohibited in Leviticus; but it is na-

tural to interpret that pr

1

ibition as a part of the Jewifh ceremonial or municipal law : And tho’ it is

there faid, in the conclufion, that the gentile nations, by violating thele degrees of confanguinity, had
incurred the divine difpleafure; the extenfion of this maxim to every precife cale before {pecified, is

fuppc

ofing the feriptures to be compofed with a minute accuracy and precifion, to which; we know with

certainty, the facred penmen did not think proper to confine themfelves. 'The defcent of mznkind
from one common father, obliged them in the fieft generation to marry in the peareft degrees of con-

fanguinity ;.
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Bur in oppofition to thefe reafons, and many more which might be colleCted
Henry had cuftom and practice on his fide, the principle by which men are al-
moft wholly governed in their attions and opinions. Marriages with a brother’s
widow were fo unufual, that no other inftance of it could be found in any hiftory
or record of any Chriftian nation ; and tho’ the popes were accuftomed to dif-
penfe with more effential precepts of morality, and even permitted marriages
within other prohibited degrees, fuch as thofe of uncle and niece, the imagina-
tions of men were not as yet reconciled to this particular exercife of his authority.
Several univerfities of Europe, therefore, without hefitation, as well as without
intereft or reward T, gave verdit in the King’s favour ;3 not only thofe of France,
Paris, Orleans, Bourges, Tholoufe, Angiers, which might be fuppofed to lie
under the influence of their prince, ally to Henry ; but alfo thofe of Ttaly, Ve-
nice, Ferrara, Padua; even Bologna itfelf, tho’ under the immediate jurifdiction
of Clement. Oxford alone} and Cambridge | made fome difficulty 5 be-
caufe thefe univerfities, alarmed with the progrefs of Lutheranifm, and fearing
a defection from the holy fee, fcrupled to give their fanction to meafures, whofe
confequences, they feared, would prove fo fatal to the ancient religion : Their
opinion however, conformable to that of the other univerfities of Europe, was
at laft procured ; and the King, in order to give weight to all thefe authorities,
engaged his nobility to write a letter to the pope, recommending his caufe to the
holy father, and threatning him with the moft dangerous confequences in cale of
a denial of juftice §. The convocations too both of Canterbury and York, pro-
nounced the King’s marriage invalid, irregular, and contrary to the law of God,
with which no human power had authority to difpenfe*. But Clement lying
ftill under the influence of the emperor, continued to fummon the King to ap-
pear, either by himfelf or proxy, before his tribunal at Rome; and the King,
who knew that he cou'd expect no fair trial there, refuled to fubmit to fuch a
condition, and would not even admit of any citation, which he regarded asa
high infult, and a violation of his royal prerogative. The Father of Anne Bo-
leyn, created earl of Wiltfhire, carried to the pope the King’s reafons for not

appearing

fanguinity : Inflances of a like nature occur among the patriarchs : And the marriage of abrother’s
widow was, in ceitain cafes, notonly permitted, but even enjoined as a pofitive precept by the Mo-
faical law. It is in vain to fay, that this precept was an exception to the rule; and an exception con-
fined merely to the Jewith nation. The inference is flill juft, that fuch a marriage can contain no .na-
tural or moral turpitade ; otherwife God, who is the author of all purity, would never, in any cafe,
have enjoined it.

+ Herbert. Burnet. t Wood. hift. and ant. Ox. lib. I. p. 225. | Burnet, vol I
p- 6. § Rymer XIV . 405, Burnet, vol. I p. 95- * Rymer XIV. 454, 472
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appearing by proxy; and as the firft inftance of difrefpect from England, re-
fufed to kifs his holinefs’s foot, which he very gracioufly held out to him for that
purpofe *.

Tue extremities to which Henry was pufthed, both againft the pope and the
ecclefiaftical order, were naturally very difagreeable to cardinal Wolfey ; and as
Henry forefaw his oppofition, it is the moft probable reafin which can be affigned
for his continuing to perfecute with fo much rigout his ancient favourite. After
Wolfey had remained fome time ‘at Afher, 'he was allowed to remove to Rich-
mond, a palace which he had received as a prefent from Henry, in return for
Hampton-Court: But the courtiers, dreading ftill his near neighbourhood to
the King, procured an order for him to remove to his fee of York. The car-
dinal knew it was vain to refift : He took up his refidence at Cawood in York-
fhire, where he rendered himfelf extremely popular to the neighbourhood,
by his affability and hofpitality +: but he was not allowed to remain long un-
molefted in this retreat.  The earl of Northumberland received orders, without
regard to Wolley’s ecclefiaftical character, to arreft him for high treafon, and
to ¢onduét him to London, in order to his trial. The cardinal, partly from
the fatigues of the journey, partly from the agitation of his anxious mind, was
feized with a diforder which turned into a dyfentery ; and he was able, with fome
difficulty, to reach Leicefter-abbey. When the abbot and monks advanced to
receive him with much refpeét and ceremony, he told them, that he was come
to lay his bones among them ; and he immediately took his bed, whence he ne-
ver rofe more. A little before he expired, he addrefled himfelf in the follow-
ing words to Sir William Kingfton, conftable of the Tower, who had him in
cuftody. I pray you, have me heartily recommended unto his royal majefty,
¢ and befeech him on my behalf to call to his remembrance all matters that
¢ have pafled between us from the beginning, efpecially with regard to his bufi-
¢ nefs with the queen; and then will he know in his confcience whether I have
¢¢ offended him.

¢ HE is a prince of a moft royal carriage, and hath a princely heart ; and ra-
¢¢ ther than he will mifs or want any part of his will, he will endanger the one
“¢ half of his kingdom. ;

‘¢ I po affure you, that I have often kneeled before him, fometimes three
“ hours together, to perfuade him from his will and appetite; but could not
¢ prevail: Had I but ferved God as diligently as I have ferved the King, he
‘¢ would not have given me over in my grey hairs. But this is the juft reward
¢ that I muft receive for my indulgent pains and ftudy, not regarding my fer-

Z ¢ vice
* Burnet, vol, I. p. 94. + Cavendifh, Stowe, p. 554.
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« vice to God, but.only to-my prince. Therefore, let me advife you, if you
¢ be one of the privy-council, as by your wifdom you are fit, take care what
‘¢ you put into the King’s head : For you can never put it out again L.”

Trous died this famous cardinal; whofe charaéter feems to have contained as
fingular a varicty as the fortune to which he was expofed. The obftinacy and:
violence of the King’s temper may alleviate much of the blame which fome of
his favourite’s meafures have undergone 3 and when we confider, that the fubfe-
quent part of Henry’s reign was much more unfortunate and criminal than that
which was direGted by Wolfey’s councils, we fhall be inclined to fufpect of par-
tiality thofe hiftorians, who have endeavoured to load his-memory with fuch vio-
lent reproaches,  If in foreign politics, he fometimes employed his influence
over the King for his private purpofes, rather than his mafler’s intereft, which,
he boafted, he had folely at heart ; we muft remember, that he had in view the
papal throne; 2 dignity, which, had he attained it, would have enabled him to
make Henry a fuitable return for all his favours. The cardinal d’Amboife, whofe
memory is precious in France, always made this apology for his own conduét,
which was, in fome refpeéts, fimilar to Wolfey’s; and we have reafon to think,
that Henry was well acquainted with the motives by which his minifter was in-

fluenced. He regreted very much his death, when informed of it; and always
fpoke favourably of his memory : A proof, that humour more than reafon, or
any difcovery of treachery, had occafioned his laft perfecutions againft him.,

A new feffion of Parliament was held, together with a convocation ; and the
King gave ftrong proofs of his extenfive authority, as well as of his intention to
employ it to the deprefiion of the Clergy. Asan ancient ftatute, now almoft
become obfolete, ‘had been made ufe of to ruin Wolfey, and render his exercife
of the legantine power criminal, notwithftanding the King’s permiffion ;- the
fame law was now turned againft the ecclefiaftics. It was pretended, that every
one who had fubmitted to the legantine authority, that is, the whole church,
had violated the ftatute of provifors; and the attorney-general brought accord-
ingly an indictment againft them *. The convocation knew that it would be
vain to oppofe reafon or equity to the King’s arbitrary will, or plead that their ruin
would have been the certain confequence of not fubmitting to Wolfey’s commiffion,
which was procured by Henry’s confent, and fupported by his authority. They
chofe therefore to throw themfelves on the mercy of their fovereign; and they
agreed topay 118,840l for their pardont. A confeflion was likewife extorted
from them, that tke King was the protecior and the [upreme bead of the church and
clergy of England;, tho’ fome of them had the dexterity to get a claufe inferted,
which invalidated the whole fubmiflion, and which ran in thele terms, i» fo far
as is permirted by the law of Chrift. THE

1 Cavendith, * Antiq. Brit, Ecclef. p. 325. Burnet, vol. 1. p. 106, 1 Hollingthed, p. 923,
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Tur commons, finding that a pardon was granted the clergy, began to be ap-
-prehenfive for themfelves, left either they fhould afterwards be brought into
trouble, on account of their fubmiffion to the legantine court, or a fupply be ex-
torted from them, in return for their pardon. They therefore petitioned the
King, to grant a remiffion to his lay fubjeéts ; but met with a repulfe, He told
them, that, if he ever pleafed to forgive their offence, it would be from his own
goodnefs, not from their application, left he fhould feem to be compelled t6 it.
Some time after, when they defpaired of obtaining this conceffion, he was pleafed
to iffue a pardon to the laity; and the commons expreffed great gratitude for
this act of clemency 1.

By the ftrict execution of the ftatute of provifors, a great part of the profit,
and ftill more of the power, of the court of Rome was cut off ; and the connec-
tions between the pope and the Englith clergy were, in fome meafure, diffolved.
The next feffion found both King and Parliament in the fame difpofitions. An
act was paffed againft levying the annates or firft fruits | ; being a year’s rent of
all the bifhoprics that fell vacant: A tax which was impofed by the court of
Rome for granting bulls to the new prelates, and which was found to amount to
corffiderable fums. Since the fecond of Henry the feventh, no lefs than one hundred
and fixty thoufand pounds had been tranfmitted to Rome, on account of this claim 3
which the Parliament, therefore, reduced to five per cent. of all the epifcopal
benefices. The better to keep the pope in awe, the King was entrufted with a
power of regulating thefe payments, and of coniirming or infringing this act at his
pleafure : And it was voted, thatany cenfures which fhould be pafied by the court of
Rome, on account of that law, fhould be entirely difregarded, and that mafs
fhould be faid, and the facraments adminiftered, asif no fuch cenfures had been
iffued.

Tars feflion the commons preferred to the King, a long complaint againft
the abufes and oppreflions of the ecclefiaftical courts ; and they were proceeding
. to enact laws for remedying them, when a difference arofe, which put an end to
the feflion, before the Parliament had finithed all their bufinefs. It was be-
come a cuftom for men to make fuch fettlements, or truft deeds, of their land
by will, that they defrauded, not only the King, but all other lords, of their
wards, marriages, and reliefs; and by the fame artifice the King was de-
prived of his primier feifin, and the profits of the livery, which were no in-
confiderable branches of the revenue. Henry made a bill be drawn to mode-
rate, not remedy altogether, this abufe: He was contented, that every man
22 fthould

T Hall’s Chronicle. Hollingfhed, p. g23. Baker, p. z08. || Burnet, vol. I. Collect. N
41. Suype, vol.I. p..144.
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thould have the liberty of difpofing in this manner of the half of his land ; and
he told the Parliament in plain terms, *¢ If they would not take a reafonable

¢ thing, when it was offered, he would fearch out the extremity of the law 5
<¢ and then would not offer them fo much again.”” The lords came willingly
into his terms; but the commons rejeéted the bill = A fingulur inftance, where
Henry might fee, that his power and authority, tho’ extenfive, had yet fome
boundaries. The commons, however, found reafon to repent of their victory,

The King made good his threats: He called together the judges and ableft law-
yers, who argued the queftion in chancery; and it was decided, that a man
could not by law bequeath any part of his lands, in prejudice of his heir %,

Tu: Patliament being again affcmbled after a fhort prorogation, the King
caufed the two oaths to be read to them, that which the bifhops took to the pope,
and that to the King, on their inftallation ; and as a contradition might be fuf-
petted between them, while the prelates feemed to fwear allegiance to two fo-
vereigns 1, the Parliament thowed their intention of abolifhing the oath to the
pope, when their proceedings were fuddenly ftopped by the breaking out of the.
plague at Weftminfter, which occafioned a prorogation. It is remarkable, that
one Temfe ventured this feffion to move, that the Houfe fhould addrefs the King,
to take back the queen, and ftop the profecution of his divorce. This motion
occafioned the King to fend for Audley, the Speaker; and to explain to him
the fcruples with which his confcience had fo long been agitated ; fcruples, he
faid, which had proceeded from no wanton appeite, which had arifen after the
fervours of youth were over, and which were confirmed by the concurring fenti-
ments of all the learned focieties in Europe. Except in Spain and Portugal,
he added, it was never heard of, that any man had efpoufed two fifters; but he
himfelf had the misfortune, he believed, to be the firft chriftian man who had
ever married his brother’s widow .

ArTER the prorogation, Sir Thomas More, the chancellor, forefeeing that all
the meafures of the King and Parliament tended to a breach with the church of
Rome, and to an alteration of religion, which his principles would not permit
him to concur with, defired leave to refign the feals; and he defcended from
this high ftation with more joy and alacrity than he had mounted up to it. The
aofterity of this man’s virtue, and the fanctity of his manners, had no way en=
croached on the gentlenefs of his temper, nor even diminifhed that frolic and
gaity to which he was naturally inclined. He fported with all the varieties of
fortune into which he was thrown; and neither the pride naturally attending 2

high

* Burnet, vol. I p. 116. Hall, Parliamentary Hiftory. + Burnet, vol. I. p. 123, 124.
1 Herbert, Hall, fol. zo5.
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high {tation, nor the melancholy incident to poverty and retreat, could ever lay Chap. IV.
hold of his ferene and equal fpirit, While his family difcovered fymptoms of  '33*
forrow on laying down the grandeur and magnificence to which they had been
accuftomed, he drew a fubjeét of mirth from their diftrefles 3 and made them

athamed of lofing even a2 moment’s chearfulnefs, on account of fuch trivial mif-

fortunes. The King, who had entertained a high opinion of his virtue, admit-

ted his refignation with fome difficulty ; and he beftowed the feals foon after on

Sir Thomas Audley.

Durinc thefe tranfactions in England, and thefe invafions of the papal and
ecclefiaftical authority, the court of Rome were not without folicitude ; and they
entertained very juft apprehenfions of lofing entirely their authority in Eng-
land ; the kingdom, which, of all others, had long been moft devoted to the
holy fee, and which had yielded it the moft ample revenue. While the im-
perial cardinals pufhed Clement to proceed to extremities againft the King, his
more moderate and impartial counfellors reprefented to him the indignity of his
proceedings ; that a great monarch, who had fignalized himfelf, both by his
pen and his fword, in the pope’s caule, fhould be refufed a favor, which he de-
manded on fuch juft grounds, and which had fcarce ever before been denied to any
perfon of his rank and (tation. Notwithftanding thefe remonftrances, the Queen’s
appeal was received at Rome; the King was cited to appear; and feveral con-
fiftories were held, to examine the validity of their marriage. Henry was de-
termined not to fend any proxy to plead his caufe before this court: He only
difpatched Sir Edward Karne and Dr. Bonner, in quality- of excufators, fo they
were called, to carry h's apology, for not paying that deference to the papal au-
thority. The prerogative of his crown, he faid, muft be facrificed, if he allow-
ed cf appeals from his own kingdom ; and as the queftion regarded confcience,
not power or intereft, no proxy could fupply his place, or convey that fatisfaction
which the dictates of his own mind could alone confer. In order to fupport ;1 OQober.
himfelf in this meafure, and add greater fecurity to his defection from Rome, he :
procured an intervi.ew with Francis at Boulogne and Calais, where he renewed
his perfonal friendthip, as well as public alliance, witl that monarch, and con-
certed all meafures for their mutual defence. He even employed arguments, by
which, he believed, he had perfuaded Francis to imitate his example in withdraw-
ing his obedience from the bithop of Rome, and adminiftering ecclefiaftical af-
fairs without having farther recourfe to thatfee. And being now fully determined
in his own mind, as well as refolute to ftand all confequences, he privately cele- 14 November.
brated his marriage with Anne Boleyn, whom he had created marchionefs of
Pembroke. Rouland Lee, foon after raifed to the bithopric of Coventry, offi-

ciated
3
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ciated at the marriage, The duke of Norfolk, uncle to the new Queen, herfa=
ther, mother, and brother, together with Dr. Cranmer, were prefent at the ceremo-
ny *. Anne became pregnant foon after her marriage ; and this event, both gave
great joy to the King, and was regarded by the people as a ftrong proof of the
Queen’s former modefty and virtue.

Tuz Parliament was again affembled s and Henry, in conjunétion with the
great council of the nation, proceeded ftill in thofe gradual and fecure fteps, by
which they loofened their connections with the fee of Rome, and reprefled the
ufurpations of the Roman pontiff. = An aét was made againft all appeals to Rome
in caufes of matrimony, divorces, wills, and other fuits cognizable in ecclefia-
flical courts; appeals efteemed dithonourable to the kingdom, by fubjetting it
to a foreign jurifdi&tion ; and found to be infinitely vexatious, by the expence
and the delay of juftice, which neceffarily attended them . - The more to thew
his difregard to the pope, Henry, finding the new Queen’s pregnancy to advance,
publicly owned his marriages and in order to remove all doubts with regard to
its lawfulnefs, he prepared meafures for declaring, by a formal fentence, the in-
validity of his former marriage with Catherine: A fentence which ought natu-
rally to have preceded his efpoufals of Anne y

Tae King, notwithftanding his fcruples and remorfes on account of his firft
marriage, had always treated Catherine with refpect and diftinction ; and he en-
deavoured, by every foft and perfuafive art, to engage her to depart from her ap-
peal to Rome, and her oppofition to his divorce. Finding her obftinate in main-
taining the juftice of her caufe, he had torally forborne all vifits and intercourfe
with her; and had defired her to make choice of any one of his palaces in which
fhe fhould pleafe to refide. She had fixed her court for fome time at Amphill
near Dunftable; and it was in this latter town that Cranmer, now created arch-

:bithop of Canterbury, on the death of Warham |, was appointed to open his

court

* Herbert, 340, 341. 4 .24 Hen. VIIL ¢, 12. 1 Collier, vol. IL. p. 31. and Re-
cords, N°.-8. »

| Bifhop Burnet has given us an account of the numiber of bulls requifite for Cranmer’s inftallation.
By one bull, dire@ed to the King, he is, upon the royal nomination, made archbifhop of Canterbury.
By a fecond, directed to himfelf, he is made archbifhop. By a third, heis abfolved frem all cenfures.
A fourth, is tothe fuffragans, requiring them to receive and acknowledge him as archbifhop. A fifth
to the dean and chapter, to the {fame purpofe. A fixth to the clergy of Canterbury. A feventh to all
the laity in his fee. Aneighth to all that held lands of it. By a ninth he was ordained to be confe-
crated, taking the oath that was in the pontifical. By a tenth bull the pall was fent him. By an ele-
venth, the arehbifhap of York, and the bifhop of London, were required to put it on him. Thefe
were {0 many artifices to draw fees to offices, which the popes had erected, and difpofed of for money.
It may be worth obferving, that Cranmer, beforc he took the oath to the pope, made a proteftation,

that
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court for examining the validicy of her marriage. The near neighbourhood “of
the place was chofen in order to deprive her of all plea of ignorance; and as fhe
made no anfwer to the citation, neither by herfelf nor proxy, fhe was declared
contumacious ; and the primate proceeded to the examination of the caufe. The
evidences of Arthur’s confummation of the marriage were procuced ; the opi-
nions of the univerfities were read ; together with the judgment pronounced two
years before by the convocations bsth of Cant rbury and York; and after thefe
preparatory fteps, Cranmer proceeded to a fentence, and annulled the King’s
marriage with Catherine as unlawful and invalid. By a {ubfequent fentence, he
ratified the marriage with Anne Boleyn, who foon after was publicly crowned
Qugen, with all the pomp and dignity fuited to that ceremony *, To compleat
the King’s fatisfaction, on the conclufion of tKis intricate and vexatior s affair,
{he was fafely delivered of a daughter, who reccived the nime of Elizabeth,
and who afterwards fwayed the fcepter with fuch renown and felicity. Henry
was fo much delighted with the birth of this child, that foon after he conferred
on her the title of princefs of Wales+; a ftep fomewhat irregular, as the was
only prefumptive, not apparent heir of the crown. But he had, during his
former marriage, thought proper to honour his daughter Mary with that title ;
and he was determined to beftow on the offspring of his prefent marriage, the
fame marks of diftinction, as well as exclude Mary from all hopss of the fuccef-
fion. Hisregard for the new Queen feemed rather to increafe than diminifh by his
marriage ; and all men expected to fee the entire afcendant of one who had mount-
ed a throne, from which her birth had fet her at fo great a diftance, apd who, by
a proper mixture of feverity and indulgence, had long managed fo intra&able a
fpirit as that of Henry. In order to efface, as much as poffible, all marks of
his firlt marriage, Lord Mountjoy was fent to the unfortunate and divorced
Queen, to inform her, that fhe was henceforth to be treated only as princefs
dowager of Wales; and all means were employed to make her acquiefce in that
determination. But fhe continued obftinate in maintaining the validity of her
marriage ; and fhe would admit of no fervice from any perfon, who did not ap-
proach her with the accuftomed ceremonial. Henry, forgetting his wonted ge-
nerofity towards her, employed menaces againft fuch of her fervants as com-

4 plied

that he did not intend thereby to refirain himfelf from any thing that he was bound te, either by his
duty to God, the King, or the country; and that he renounced every thing in it that was contrary to
any of thefe. . This device was the invention of fome cafuift, and not very compatible with that fric
fincerity, and that fcrupulous confcience, of which Cranmer made profeffion. Collier, vol. 11, in Coll;
N° 22, Burnet, vol. L. p. 128, 129,

* Heylin, p. 6. + Burnet, vol. I p. 134,
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plied with her commands in this particular; but was never able to make her
relinquifh her title and pretenfions .

Wz intelligence was conveyed to Rome of thefe tranfactions, fo injurious
to the authority and reputation of the holy fee, the conclave were in a rage, and
all the cardinals of the imperial faction urged the pope to proceed to a definitive
fentence, and to emit his fpiritual thunders againft Henry. But Clement pro-
ceeded no farther than to declare the nullity of Cranmer’s fentence, as well as
¢hat of Henry’s fecond marriages; threatening him with excommunication, if,
before the firft of November enfuing, he did not replace every thing in the con-
dition, in which they formerly ftood 1. An event had happened, from which
the pontiff expefted a more amicable conclufion of the difference, and which
hindered him from carrying matters to extremity againft the King.

Tue pope had claims upon the dutchy of Ferrara for the fovereignty of Reg-
gio and Modena *; and having fubmitted his pretenfions to the arbitration of
the emperor, he was furprized to find a fentence pronounced againft him. En-
raged at this difappointment, he hearkened to propofals of amity from Francis;
and when that monarch made overtures of marrying the duke of Orleans, his
fecond fon, with Catherine of Medici, niece to the pope, Clement gladly em-
braced an alliance, by which his family was fo much honoured. An- interview
was even appointed of the pope and French King at Marfeilles ; and Francis,
as a common friend, employed his good offices in mediating an agreement
between his new ally and the King of England.

F ap this connexion of France with the fee of Rome taken place a few years
fooner, there had been little difficulty in compofing the quarrel with Henry. The
King’s requeft was an ordinary one ; and the fame plcnary power of the pope, which
had granted a difpenfation for his efpoufing Catherine, could eafily have annulled
the marriage. But in the progrefs of the quarrel, the ftate of affairs was much
changed on both fides. Henry had fhaken off much of that reverence with
which he had been early imbued for the apoftolical fee; and finding, that his
fubjeQs of all ranks had taken part with him, and willingly complied with his
movements for breaking foreign dependance, he had taken a relith for his
fpiritual authority, and would fcarce, it was apprehended, be induced to renew
his fubmiffions to the Roman pontiff. The pope, on the other hand, ran now a
manifeft rifque of infringing his authority by a compliance with the King ; and

as

.- 4 Herbert, p.326. Burnet, vol. 1. p. 132 1 LeGrand, vol. 3. p. 566, # Burnet,
vol. 2. p.133. Guicciardini,
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as a fentence of divorce could no longer be refted on nullities in Julius’s bull, Chap. IV.
but would be conftrued as an acknowledgment of papal ufurpations, it was fore- "33
feen, that the Lutherans would thence take occalion of triumph, and would
perfevere more obftinately in their prefent principles. But notwithftanding thefe
obftacles, Francis did not defpair of mediating an agreement. He ftill cbferved

that the King had fome remains of prejudice in favour of the apoftolic fee, and

was apprehenfive of the confequences, which might enfue from too violent inno-
vations. He faw plainly the intereft, that Clement had in preferving the
obedience of England, which was one of the richeft jewels in the papal crown.

And he hoped, that thefe motives on both fides would facilitate a mutual
agreement, and would forward the effects of his good offices.

Francis firft prevailed on the pope to promife, that, if the King would fend
a proxy to Rome, and thereby fubmit his caufe to the holy fee, he would appoint
commiffioners to meet at Cambray, and form the procefs; and he would imme-
diately afterwards pronounce the fentence of divorce, required of him. Bellay,
bithop of Paris, was next difpatched to London, and obtained a promife of the
King, that he would fubmit his caufe to the Roman confiftory, provided the
cardinals of the imperial faction were excluded from it. The prelate carried this 1534,
verbal promife to Rome ; and the pope agreed, that, if the King would fign a
written agreement to the fame purpofe, his demands fhoul. be fully complied with. King’s final
A day was appointed for the return of the meflengers; and all the world re- lrfii?? iy
garded this affair, which had threatened a violent rupture between England and
the Romifh church, as drawing towards an amicable conclufion ®*, But the
greateft affairs often depend on the moft frivolous incidents. The courier, who
carried the King’s written promife, was dctained beyond the day appointed :
News are brought to Rome that a libel had been publithed in England againft
the court of Rome, and a farce acted before the King in derifion of the pope and
cardinals +. The pope and cardinals enter into the confiftory enflamed with
anger; and by a precipitate {entence, the marriage of Henry and Catherine was
pronounced valid, and Henry declared to be excommunicated if he refufed to
adhere to it. Two days after, the courier arrived ; and Clement, who had been
hurried from his ufual prudence, found, that, tho’ he repented heartily of this
hafty meafure, it would be difficult for him to retralt it, or replace affairs on
the fame footing as before.

IT is not probable, that the pope, had he conducted himfelf with ever fo great
moderation and temper, could hope, during the life-time of Henry, to have
regained much authority or influence in England. That monarch was both im-

A a petuous

* Father Paul, lib. 1. + Father Paul, lib. 1,
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Chap. IV. petuous and obftinate in his character 3 and having proceeded fo far in throwing
1534 off the papal yoke, he never could again have been induced tamely to bend his
neck to it. Even at the time, when he was negotiating 2 reconcilement with
Rome, he either entertained fo little hopes of fuccefs, or was {o indifferent about
the event, that he had affembled a Parliament; and continued to enaét laws
AParliament. totally deftructive of the papal authority. The people had been prepared by

degrees for this great innovation. Each preceding {effion had retrenched fome-

thing from the power and profit of the pontiff. Care had been taken, duting

fome years, to teach the nation, that a general council was much fuperior to

the pope. But now a bifhop preached every Sunday at Paul’s Crofs, in order

i to inculcate the doétrine, that the pope was intitled to no authority at all be-
yond the bounds of his own diocefef. The proceedings of the Parliament

fhowed that they had entirely adopted this opinion ; and there is reafon to believe,

that the King, after having procured a favourable fentence from Rome, which

would have removed all the doubts with regard to his fecond marriage and the

il fucceffion, might indeed have lived on terms of civility with the apoftolic fee,
| but never would have furrendered to it any confiderable fhare of his afflumed prero-
| gative. The nature and imporiance of the laws, pafled this {eflion, even before news
arrived of the violent refolutions taken at Rome, is fufficient to juftify this opinion.

15 January.

AvrL payments made to the apoftolic chamber ; all provifions, bulls, difpenfa-

tions, were abolifhed : Monafteries were fubjected to the vifitation and govern-

ment of the King alone: The law for punifthing heretics was moderated ; the

| ordinary was prohibited to imprifon or try any perfon upon fufpicion alone,

L ‘ without prefentment by two lawful witnefles ; and it was declared, that to fpeak
5 ‘ 1 againft the pope’s authority was no herefy : Bifhops were to be appointed, by a2
a0 | congé delire from the crown, or in cafe of the dean and chapter’s refufal, by
i o letters patent ; and no recourfe was to be had to Rome for palls, bulls, or pro-
i vifions : Campeggio and Ghinucci, two Italians, were deprived of the bifhoprics

of Salifbury and Worcefter, which they had hitherto enjoyed * : The law which

had been formerly made againft. paying annates or firft fruits, but which had

been left in the King’s power to fufpend or inforce, was finally eftablifhed : And

a fubmiffion, which was exacted two years before from the clergy, and which

had been obtained with great difficulty, received this feffion the f{anétion of Par-

liament+. In this fubmiffion, the clergy acknowledge, that convocations ought

only to be affembled by the King’s authority ; they promif: to enalt no new

i canons without his confent ; and they agree, that he fhould appoint thirty-two
| commiflioners, in order to examine the old canons, and abrogate fuch as thould

1
o

1 Burnet, vol. 1. P. 144. * Le Neve’s Fafti ecclefl Angs t 25. H.8. ¢ 19.
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be found prejudicial to his royal prcrowatwe}j An appeal was alfo allowed
from the bithop’s court to the King in Chancery.

Bur the moft important law pafied this feflion, was that which regulated the
fucceflion to the crown : The marriage of the King with Catherine was declared
unlawful, void, and of no effect : The primate’s fentence, annulling it, was ra-
tified : And the marriage with Queen Anne was eftablithed and confirmed. The
crown was appointed to defcend to the iffue of that marriage, and failing them

to the King’s heirs for ever. An oath likewife wasordered to be taken in favour

of this fucce"ﬂm, under penaity of imprifonment during the King’s ‘pleafure,
and forfeiture of goods and chattels. And all flander againft the King, Queen,
or their iffue, was { l ected to the penalty of mifprifion of treafon. After thefe

compliances, the }’3111 iment was prorogued; and thofe acts, fo contemptuous 3

towards the pope, and fo deftructive of his authority, were pafled at the very
time that Clement pronounced his hafty fentence againft the King. Henry’s
refentment againft Queen Catherine, on account of her obftinacy, was the reafon
why he excluded her daughter from all hopes of fucceeding to the crown; con-
trary to his firft intention, when he began the fuit of divorce, and of difpenfa-
tion for a fecond marriage.

Tue King found his ecclefiaftical fubjeéts as compliant as the laity. The con-
vocation ordered, that the act againft appeals to Rome, together with the King’s
appeal from the pope to a general council, fhould be affixed to the doors of all
the churches in the kingdom : And they voted, that the bifthop of Rome had,
by the law of God, no more jurifdiction in England than any other foreign
bifhop ; and that the authority, which he and his predeceflors had exercifed there,
was only by ufurpation and the fufferance of Englifh princes. Four perfons only
oppofed this vote in the lower houfe, and one doubted. It paffed unanimoufly
in the upper. The bifhops went fo far in their complaifance, that they took
out’ new commiffions from the crown, where all their fpiritual and epifcopal
authority was exprefsly affirmed to be derived ultimately from the civil magiftrate,
and to be entirely dependent on his good pleafure .

THE oath regarding the fucceflion” was generally {worn throughout the king-
dom. - Fifher, m‘hop of Rochefter, and Sir Thomas More, were the only per-
fons of note, who entertained fcruples with regard ‘to its legality. Fither was
obnoxious on account of fome pradtices, into which his credulity, rather than
any bad intentions, feems to have betrayed him. But More was the perfon of
greateft reputation in-the kingdom for virtue and mteﬂmy ; and as it was- be-

Aaz2 lieved,

1 Collier, vol, 2. p. 69, 70. + Collier’s Eccl, Hift, vol, z.
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lieved, that his authority would have influence on the fentiments of others, great
pains were taken to convince him of the lawfulnefs of the oath. He declared,
that he had no fcruple with regard to the fucceflion, and thought that the Par-
Jiament had full power to fettle it: He offered to draw an oath himfelf, which
would affure his allegiance to the heir appointed 3 but he refufed the oath pre-
fcribed by law; becaufe the preamble of that oath afferted the legality of the
King’s marriage with Anne, and thereby implied, that his former marriage with
Catherine was unlawful and invalid. Cranmer, the primate, and Cromwel, now
fecretary of ftate, who highly loved and efteemed More, earneftly follicited him
to lay afide his fcruples ; and their friendly entreaties {eemed to weigh more with
him, than all the penalties attending his refufal *. He perfifted however, in a
mild, tho’ firm manner, to maintain his refolution; and the King, irritated
againft him as well as Fither, ordered them both to be indicted upon the flatute,
and committed prifoners to the Tower.

Tue Parliament, being again affembled, conferred on the King the title of
the only fupreme bead on earth of the church of England; as they had already
invefted him with all the real power belonging to it. In this memorable act, the
Parliament granted him power, or rather acknowledged. his inherent power, ¢ to
¢ yifit, and reprefs, redrefs, reform, order, corre, reftrain, or amend all errors,
«¢ herefies, abufes, offences, contempts and enormities, which fell under any
¢ {piritual authority or jurifdictiont.”  They alfo declared it treafon to attempt,
imagine, or fpeak evil againft the King, Queen, or his heirs, or to endeavour
the depriving them of their dignities or titles. They gave him a right to all the
annates and tythes of benefices, which had formerly been paid to the court of
Rome. They granted him a fubfidy and a fifteenth. They attainted More and
Fifher for mifprifion of treafon. And they united England and Wales togethers
by giving to that principality all the benefit of the Englith laws,

Trus the authority of the popes, like all exorbitant power, was ruined by the
excefs of its acquifitions, and by ftretching its pretenfions beyond what it was pof-
fible for any human principles or prepofieffions to fuftain. The right of granting
indulgences had in former ages contributed extremely to enrich the holy fee ; but
being openly abufed, ferved to excite the firft commotions and oppofitions in
Germany, The prerogative of granting difpenfations had alfo contributed much
to attach all the fovereign princes and great families in Europe to the papal
authority ; but meeting with an unlucky concurrence of circumftances, was now
the caufe, why England feparated herfelf from the Romifth communion. The
acknowledgment of the King’s fupremacy introduced there a greater fimplicity into

the

# Burnet, vol, 1. p. 156, + 26H.8. ¢ 1.
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the government, by uniting the fpiritual with the civil power, and preventing dif- Chap. 1V.
putes about limits, which never could be exactly determined between the con. !534
tending parties. A way was alfo prepared for checking the exorbitancy of fu-
perftition, and breaking thofe fhakles, by which all human reafon, policy, and
induftry had fo long been incumbered. The prince, it may be fuppofed, being
head of the religion, as well as of the temporal jurifdiction of the kingdom,
tho’ he might fometimes employ the former as an engine of government, had no
intereft, like the Roman pontiff, in nourifhing its exceffive growth ; and, ex-
cept when blinded by ignorance or bigotry, would be fure to retain it within
tolerable limits, and prevent its abufes, And on the whole, there followed from
thefe revolutions very beneficial confequences; tho’ perhaps neither forefeen nor
intended by the perfons who had the chief hand in conducting them.

WhiLs Henry proceeded with fo much order and tranquillity in changing
the antient religion, and while his authority feemed entirely fecure in Eng-

land, he was held in fome inquietude by the ftate of affairs in Ireland and in
Scotland.

Tue earl of Kildare was deputy of Ireland, under the duke of Richmond,
the King’s natural fon, who bore the title of lieutenant; and as Kildare was
accufed of fome violences againft the family of Offory, his hereditary enemy, he
was called over to anfwer for his condu®. He left his authority in the hands
of his fon, who hearing that his father was thrown into prifon, and was in
danger of his life, immediately took up arms, and joining himfelf to Oneale,
Ocarrol, and other Irith nobility, committed x}lany ravages, murdered Allen,
archbifhop of Dublin, and laid fiege to that city. Old Kildare mean-while died
in prifon, and his fon, perfevering in his revolt, made applications to the em-
peror, who promifed him affiftance. The King was obliged to fend over fome
forces to Ireland, which fo harraffed the rebels, that Kildare, finding the emperor
backward in fulfilling his promifes, was reduced to the neceflity of furrendering
himfelf prifoner to lord Leonard Gray, the new deputy, brother to the marquis
of Dorfet. He was fent over to England, together with his five uncles; and
after trial and conviétion, they were all brought to public juftice ; tho’ two of the
uncles, in order to fave the family, had pretended to join the King’s party.

THE earl of Angus had acquired the entire afcendant in Scotland, and hay.
ing got pofleflion of the King’s perfon, then in early youth, he was able, by
means of that advantage, and by employing the power of his own family, to
retain the reins of government. The queen dowager, however, his {poufe, bred
him great difturbance : For having feparated herfelf from him, on account of
fome jealoufies and difgufts, and having procured a divorce, the had married

another
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another man of quality of the name of Stuarty and fhe joined all the difcon-
tented notility, who opvofed Angus’s authority. James himfelt was diffatisfied
£ J I 2

with the {lavery, to which he was reduced ; and by fecret correfpondence, he
excited firft Walter Scot, then the earl of Lenox, to attempt, by force ©
Angus.  Both enterprizes failed of fuccefs;

arms, to free him from the hands of
but James, impatient of reftraint, found means at lat of flying to Stirling,
where his mother then rcfideds and having fummoned all the nobility to attend
him. he overturned the authority of the Douglafles, and obliged Angus and his
srother to fly into England, where they were protected by Henry. The King
of Scotland, being now arrived at years of majofity, took the government into his
own handss and employed himfelf with great. {pirit and valour, in reprefling
thofe feuds, ravages, and diforders, which, tho’ they difturbed the courfe of
public juftice, ferved to fuppo:t the martial fpirit of the Scotch, and contributed,
by that means, to maintain national independancy. He was defirous of renew-
ing the antient league with the French nation 3 but finding Francis in clofe union
with England, and on that account fomewhat cold in hearkening to .his pro-
pofals, he received the more favourably the advances of the emperor, who hoped,
by means of fuch an ally, to breed difturbance to England. He offered the
Scotch King the choice of three princefles, his near relations, and all of the
name of Mary ; his fifter the dowager of Hungary, his niece a daughter of
Portugal, or his coufin, the daughter of Henry; whom he pretended to. dif-
pofe of unknown to her father. James was morc inclined to the latter propofal,
had it not, upon reflection, been found impracticable ; and his natural propenfity
to France at laft prevailed over all other confiderations. The alliance with
Francis neceflarily engaged James to agree to terms of peace with England.
But tho’ invited by his uncle, Henry, to confer with him at Newcafitle, and con-
cert common meafures for repreffing the ecclefiaftics in both kingdoms, and

o

(hakine off the yoke of Rome, he could not be prevailed with to put himfelf

in i

applied to the pope, and obtained a brief, forbidding him to engage in any pers

fonal negotiations with an. enemy of the holy fee. -By thefe meafures, Henry

eafily concluded, that he could very little depend on the friendfhip of his nephew.
y ; b

But thofe events took not place till fome time after our prefent period.

. power.  In order to have a pretext for refufing the conference, he

CHAP
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Religious principles of the people——of the King of the miniflers.

-Farther progrefs of the reformation.———==Sir Thomas More.

| 2 g , \

———T e maid of Kento———Trial and execution of Fifber bifbop of

Rochefler———of Sir Thomas More.~———Kino excommunicated.
o/ e

Death of RQueen Catherine. Suppreffion of the lefler monafleries.

A Parliament. A convocation.

Tranflation of the Bible.
Difgrace of Queen Anne.———Her trial———and execution.
A Parliament. A Convocation. Difcontents among the people.
Infurrection. Birth of prince Edward and death of Queen
Jane.——Suppreffion of the greater monafleries. Cardinal Pole,

HE. antient and almoft uninterrupted oppofition- of intereft between the Clap. V7
. g = y, ic P )
laity and clergy in England, and between the Englith Clergy and the 1¢54
court of Rome, had fufficiently prepared the nation for a breach with the Roman Reliod
pontiff ; and men had penetration enough to difcover abufes, which were plainly principles of
$ r . 1 1 S 3 };,‘ _al r
calculated for the temporal advantages of the hierarchy, and which they found ¢ Peop'

deftructive of their own. Thefe fubje@s feemed proportioned to human under-
ﬂ'.'mding; and even the people, who felt the power of interelt in their own
breafts, could perceive the purpofe of thofe numerous inventions, which the in-
terefted fpirit of the fovereign pontiff had introduced into religion. But when
the reformers proceeded thence to difpute concerning the nature of the facra-
ments, the operations of grace, the terms of acceptance with- the deity, men
were thrown into amazement, and were, during fome time, at a lofs how to
chufe their party. The profound ignorance, in which both the clergy and laity
formerly lived, and their freedom from theological altercations, had produced
a fincere, but indolent acquiefcence in received opinions ;  and the multitude
were neither attached to them by topics of reafon ng, nor by thofe prejudices
and antipathies againft opponents, which have ever a more natural and powerful
influence over them. As foon as a new opinion therefore was advanced, fup-
ported by fuch an authority as to call up their attention, they felt their capacity
totally unfitted for fuch difquifitions ; and they perpetually flutuated between
the contending parties. Hence the fudden and violent movements by which the
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people were agitated, even in the moft oppofite direftions : Hence their feeming
proﬂitucion in facrificing to pr {fent power the moft facred principles: And hence
the rapid progrels during fome time, and the fudden as well as entire check given
afterwards to the new dottrines. When men were once fettled in their particular
e&ts, and had fortified themfelves in a habitual deteftation againft thole eftecemed
heretics, they adhered with more obftinacy to the priuciples of their education ;
and the limits of the two religions remained thenceforth fixed and unchangeable.

Nortning forwarded more the firft progrefs of the reformers, than the offer,
which they made, of fubmitting all religious dotrines to private judgment, and
the fummons given every one to examine the principles formerly impofed upon
him. Tho’ the multitude were totally unqualified for this undertaking, they yet
were highly pleafed withit. They fancied that they were exercifing their judg-
ment; while they oppofed to the prejudices of ancient authority more powerful
prejudices of another kind.  The novelty itfelf of the do‘trines ; the pleafure of
an imaginary triumph in difpute; the fervent zedl of the reformed preachers;
their patience, and even alacrity, in fuffering perfecution, death, and torments;
a difguft againft the reftraints of the old religion; an indignation againft the
tyranny and interefted fpirit of the ecclefiaftics ; thefe motives were prevalent
with the people, and by fuch confiderations were men fo generally induced during
that age, to throw off the religion of their anceftors.

Bur in proportion as the practice of fubmitting religion to private judgment
was acceptable to the people, it appeared, in fome refpects, dangerous to the
rights of fovereigns, and feemed to deftroy that implicit obedience on which the
authority of the civil magiftrate is chiefly founded. The very precedent of fhak-
ing fuch an ancient and deep founded eftablifhment as that of the Roman hierar-
chy might, it was apprehended, prepare the way for new innovations. The re-
publican {pirit, which naturally took place among the reformers, increafed this
jealoufy. The furious infurre@ions of the populace, excited by Muncer and
other anabaptifts in Germany %, furnifhed a new pretence for decrying the re-
formation. Nor fhould we conclude, becaufe proteftants in our time prove as
dutiful fubjes as thofe of any other religion, that therefore fuch apprehenfions
were altogether without any appearance ot plaufibility. Tho’ the liberty of pri-
vate judgment be tendered to the difciples of the reformation, it is not in reality
accepted of 3 and men are generally contented to acquiefce in thofe eftablifhments,
however new, into which their ea ly education has thrown them.

No prince in Europe was poflefled of fuch abfolute authority as Henry, not
even the pope himfelf, in his own capital, where he united both the civil and

ecclefiaftical

# Sleidan, lib. 4. & 5.
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ccclefiaftical powers 135 and there was fmall likelihood, that any doftrine, which Chap. V.
lay under the imputation of encouraging fedition, could ever pretend to his fa- 534
vour and countenance. But befides this political jealoufy, there was another Of the King.
reafon which infpired this imperious monarch with an averfion to the reformers,
He had early declared his fentiments againft Luther; and having entered the lifts
in thofe fcholaftic quarrels, he had received, from his courtiers and theologians,
infinite applaufe for his performance. Elated by this imaginary fuccefs, and

blinded by a natural arrogance and obftinacy of temper, he had entertained the
o J

moft lofty opinion of hisown erudition, and he received with impatience, mixed
with contempt, any contradiction to his fentiments. Luther alfo had been fo
imprudent, as to treat in a very indecent manner his royal antagonift; and tho’
he afterwards made the humbleft fubmiffions to Henry, and apolog zed for the
vehemence of his former exprefiions, he never could efface the hatred which the
King had conceived againft him and his doctrines. The idea of herefy ftil{ appear-
ed deteftable as well as formidable to that prince 3 and whilft his refentment againft
the fee of Rome had removed one confiderable part of his early prejudices, he
had made it a point of honour never to relinquifh the reft. Separate as he ftood
from the catholic church, and from the Roman pontiff, the head of it, he fill
valued himfelf on maintaining the catholic doftrine, and on guarding, by fire
and fword, the imagined purity of his fpeculative principles.

Henrv®s minifters and courtiers were of as motley a character as his conduct ; Of the mini-
and feemed to waver, during this whole reign, between the ancient and the new s
religion. - The Queen, engaged by intereft as well as inclination, favoured the
caufe of the reformers: Cromwel, who was created fecretary of ftate, and who
was every day advancing in the King’s confidence, had embraced the fame views ;
and as he was a man of prudence and ability, he was able, very effeCtually, tho’
in a covert manner, to promote the late innovations : Cranmer, archbifhop of
Canterbury, had fecretly adopted the proteftant tenets ; and he had gained Henry’s
friendfhip by his candour and fincerity ; virtues which he poflefled in as eminent
a degree as thofe times, equally diftracted with faction and opprefled with tyran-
ny, could eafily permit. On the other hand, the duke of Norfolk adhered to

Bb the

+ Here are the terms in which the King’s minifter exprefled himfelf to the pope. An non, inquam,
fantitas veftra plerofque habet quibufcum arcanum aliquid crediderit, putet id non minus celatum effe
quam fi uno tantum peétore contineretur; quod multo magis fereniflimo Angliz Regi evenire debet,
cui finguli in fuo regno funt fubje&i, neque etiam velint, poffunt Reginon efle fideliffimi. Vz nam-
que illis, fi vel parvo momento ab illius voluntate recederent. Le Grand, tom. IIL. p.113. The
King once faid publicly before the council, that if any one fpoke of him or his a&tions, in terms which
became them not, he would let them know, that he was mafter. Et qu’il n’y auroit fi belle tete qu’il
ne fit voler. Id. p. 218,
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the ancient faith 3 and by the greatnefs of his rank, as well as by his talents,
both for peace and war, he had great weight in the King’s council : Gardiner,
lately ereated bifhop of Winchefter, had inlifted himfelf in the fame party ; and
the fupplenefs of his character, as well as the dexterity of his conduét, had ren-
dered him extremely ufeful to it.

AL thefe minifters, while they ftood in the moft irreconcilable oppofition of
principles, were obliged to difguife their particular opinions, and to pretend an
entire agreement with the fentiments of their mafter., Cromwel and Cranmer
@il carried the appearance of a conformity to the ancient fpeculative tenets; but
they artfully made ufe of Henry’s refentment to widen the breach with the fee of
Rome. Norfolk and Gardiner feigned an affent to the King’s fupremacy, and to
his renounciation of the fovereign pontiff; but they encouraged his paffion for
the catholic faith, and inftigated him to punifh thofe daring heretics, who had
prefumed to reject his theological principles. Both fides hoped, by their unli-
mited compliance, to bring him over to their party : The King mean while, who
held the ballance between the factions, was enabled, by the courtfhip payed him
both by proteftants and catholics, to affume an immeafurable authority : Andtho’in
all thefe meafures he was really driven by his ungoverned humour, he cafually
held a courfe, which led more certainly to arbitrary power, than any which the
moft profound politics could have traced out to him. Artifice, refinement, and
hypocrify, in his fituation, would have put both parties on their guard againft him,
and would have taught them referve in complying with a monarch, whom they
could never hope thoroughly to have gained : But while the franknefs, fincerity,
and opennefs of Henry’s temper were generally known, as well as the dominion
of his furious paffions; each fide dreaded to lofe him by the fmalleft oppofition,
and flattered themfelves that a blind compliance with his will, would throw him,
cordially and fully, into their interefts. R

Tue ambiguity of the King’s condud, tho’ it kept the courtiers in awe, ferv®
ed to encourage the proteftant doftrine among his fubjects, and promoted that
{pirit of innovation with which the age was generally feized, and which nothing
but an entire uniformity, as well as a fteddy feverity in the adminiftration, could
be able to reprefs. There were fome Englithmen, Tindal, Joye, Conftantine,
and others, who, dreading the exertion of theKing’s authority, had fled to Ant-
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