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N a nation divided like the Englifh, it could fcarce be expected, that the death 1 ss3; 
of one fovereign, and the acceffion of another, who was ftrongly fufpeCl:ed to 

have embraced oppofite principles to thofe which prevailed, could be the 
fubject of univerfal fatisfaction: Yet fo much were men difpleafed with the Q!teen's po., 

prefent conduct of affairs, and fuch apprehenfions were entertained of futurity, pularity. 

that the people, overlooking their theological difputes, expreffed a very general 
and unfeigned joy that the fcepter had paffed into the hands of Elizabeth. That 
princefs had difcovered great prudence in her conduct during the reign of her 
fifter; and as men were fenfible of the imminent danger to which fhe was every 

3 F 2 moment 
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moment expofed, the compaffion towards her fituation, and concern for her 
fafety, had rendered her, to an uncommon degree, the favourite of the na
tion. A Parliament had been aifembled a few days_ before Mary's death ; and 
when Heathe, archbi!hop of York, then chancellor, notified t:o them t hat event~ 
fcarce an interval of regret appeared ; and the two houfes immediately reCounded 

with the joyful acclamations of " God fave Q9een Elizabeth: Long and hap
,, pily may fhe reign." The people, lefs aCtuated by faCtion, and lefs influenced 

by private views, expreffed a joy fHll more general and hearty on her proclama
tion; and the aufpicious commencement of this reign prognofticated that felicity 

and glory which, during its whole courfe, fo uniformly attended it *. 

ELIZABETH was at Hatfield when ili.e heard of her fifter's death; and after a 
few days fue proceeded thence to London, thro' crowds of people, who fhove 

, with each other in giving her the ftrongeft teftimony of their affections. On her 
entrance into the Tower, !he could not forbear refleCting on the great difference 

between her prefent fortune and that which a few years before had attended her~ 
when {he was conducted to that place as a prifoner, and lay there expofed to all 

the bigotted malignity of her enemies. She fell on her knees, and expre.ffed her 
thank s to heaven, for the deliverance which the Almighty had granted her from 
her bloody perfecutors; a deliverance, fhe faid, no lefs miraculous than that 
which Daniel had received from the den of lions. This aB: of pious gratitude 

feems to have been the laft circumftance in which !he ren1ember~d any paft inju_ 
ries and hardfhips. With a prudence and magnanin1ity truly laudable, fhe bu
ried all offences in oblivion, and received with affability even thofe who had acted 

with the greateft virulence againft her. Sir Harry Bennifield himfelf, to whofe 
cufl:ody fhe had been committed, and who had treated her with uncommon feve

rity, never felt, during the whole courfe of her reign, any effeCts of her refent
mentt. Yet was not th_e gracious reception which fhe gave, proftitute and un
rlillinguiibing. When the billiops came in a body to make their obeifance to 
her, !he expreffed to all of them fentiments of regard; except to Banner, from 
whom !he turned afide, as from a man polluted with blood, who was a juft ob

jeCt of horror to every heart fufceptible of humanity :f:. 
AFTER employing a few days in ordering her domeftic affairs, Elizabeth noti

fied to foreign courts, her fifter's death, and her own acceffion to the crown. 
She fent lord Cobha1n to the Low Countries, where Philip then refided; and file 
took care to exprefs to that monarch, her gratitude for the protection which he 

had afforded her, and her de fire of perfevering in that friendilii p which was fo 
happily 

* Burnet, vol. JI. P· 373· f lbi-d. P· 374· :t: Ibid. Heylin, p. Ioz. 
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happily COt rnenced between them. Philip, who had long forefeen this ev nt, 

and who frill hoped, by means of Elizabeth, to obtain that dominion over Eng
land, which he had failed of in efpoufing Mary, immediately difpatchtd orders 

to the duke of Feria, his amba!fador at London, to make propora!s of m8rriage 
to the ~een, and he offered to procure from R0me a difpenfation for that pur
pofe. But Elizabeth foon came to the refolution of declining this propofal. She 

faw that the nation had entertained an extreme averfion to the Spanifh alliance 
during her fifl.er's reign; and that one great caufe of the popularity which ihe 

herfelf enjoyed, was the profpect of being freed, by her means, from the danger 

of foreign fubjection. She was fenfible, that her affinity with Philip, was exactly 

fimilar to that between her father and Catherine of Arragon ; and that her mar
rying that n1onarch was, in effect, declaring herfelf illegitimate, and incapable 
of fucceeding to the throne. And tho' the power of the Spanifh monarchy 
n1ight frill be fufficient, in oppofition to all pretenders, to fupport her title, her 

n1afculine fpirit difdained fuch precarious dominion, which, as it would aepend 
folely on the power of another, muft be exercifed according to his inclination* .. 

But while thefe views prevented her from entertaining any thoughts of a marriage 
with Philip, i11e gave him a very obliging, tho' evafive, anfwer; and he frill 
retained fuch hopes of fuccefs, that he fent a meffenger to Rome, with orders to 

follicit the difpenfation. 

THE ~een too, on her fifter's death, had wrote to Sir Edward Carne, the Eng

li!h ambaffador at Rome, to fignify her acceffion to the pope; but the precipitate 
nature of Paul broke thro' all the cautious meafures concerted by that young 
princefs. He told Carne, that England was a fief of the holy fee; and it was a 

great temerity in her to have affumed, without his participation, the titJ~ and 

authority of Queen : That Elizabeth, being ilJegitimate, co·.1 ld not poffibly in

herit that kingdom ; nor could he annul the fentence pronounced by Clement the 
feventh, and Paul the third, with regard to I-!enry's marriage: That were he 

to proceed with rigour, he would punifh this criminal invafion of his rights, by 

rejecting ~11 her applications ; but being willing to treat her with paternal indul

gence, he would flill keep the door of grace open to her : And that if fhe would 

renounce all pretenfions to the throne, and fubmit entirely to his will, fue fhould 

experience the utmoft lenity which was compatible with the dignity of the apof
tolic feet. When this anfwer was reported to Elizabeth, the was aftonilhed at 
the character of that aged pontiff; and having recalled her ambaffador, ihe con

tinued with more determined refolution to purfue thofe meafures which !he haa 
already fecretly en1braced. 

* C~mden in Kennet, p. 3 7 o. Burnet, vol. II. p. 3 7 5. t Father Paul, lib. v. 
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THE ~1een, not to alarm the partizans of the catholic religion, had retained 

eleven of her i1fter's counce1lors; but in order to ballance their authority, fue 

added eight more who were known to be affectionate to the proteftant cominu

nion: 1 'he marquis of Northampton, the earl of Bedford, Sir Thomas Parry, 

Sir Edward Rogers, Sir Ambrofe Cave, Sir Francis KnoHes, Sir N icholas Bacon, 

whom fhe created lord keeper, and Sir William Cecil, fecretary of ftate *. W ith 

thefe counfellors, particularly Cecil, fhe frequently deliberated concerning the 

expediency of reftoring the proteftant religion, and the means of executing that 

great enterprize. Cecil told her, that the greateft part of the nation had, ever 

fince her father's reign, inclined to the reformation ; and tho' her fiftcr had con

ftrained them to profefs the ancient faith, the cruelties exercifed by her minifters, 

had il:ill more alienated their affections from it : That happily the interefts of the 

fovereign concurred here with the inclinations of the people; nor was her title to 

the crown compatible with the authority of the Roman pontiff: That a fentence, 

fo folemnly pronounced by two popes againft her mother's marriage, could not 

poffibly be recalled, without infliCting a mortal wound on the credit of the fee 

of Rome ; and even if fhe was allowed to retain the crown, it would only be on 

an uncertain and dependant footing: That this motive counterballanced all clan· 

gcrs whatever ; and thefe dangers themfelves, if narrowly viewed, would be 

found very little formidable: That the curfes and execrations of the Romifh 

church, when not feconded by military force, were, in the prefent age, more 

an objeCt of ridicule than of terror, and had now as little influence in this world 

as in the next: That tho' the bigotry or ambition of Henry or Philip might in

cline them to execute a fentence of excommunication againft her, their interefts 

were fo incompatible, that they never could concur in any plan of operations; 

and the enmity of the one would always enfure to her the friend!l1ip of the other : 

That if they encouraged rhe difcontents of her catholic fubjeB:s, their dominions 

alfo abounded with protefl:ants, and it would be eafy to retaliate that injury upon 

them: That evtn fuch of the Englilh as feemed at prefent zealoufly attached to 

the catholic f .. dth, would moft of them embrace the religion of their new fove

reign ; and the nation had of late been fo accuftomed to thefe revolutions, that 

n1en had loft all idea of truth and falfehood in fuch fubjeB:s : That the authority 

of Henry the eighth, fo highly raifed by many concurring circumftances) firft 

enured the people to this fubmiffive deference; and it was more eafy for the fuc

ceeding princes to continue the nation in a train to which it had been fo long ac

cuftomed : And that it would be eafy for her, by beftowing on proteftants all 

the 

"" Strype's Ann. vol. I. p . 5. 
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the commiffions in civil offices and the militia, the church and the univerfities, 
both to enfure her own authority, and to render her religion entirely predo-

minant*. 
THE education of Elizabeth, as well as her intereft, led her to favour the re

formation ; and ihe remained not long in fufpenfe with regard to the . party, 
which ihe fhould embrace: But tho' determined in her own mind, fhe refolved 
to proceed by gradual and {e,ure fteps, and not to imitate the example of Mary, 

in encouraging the bigots of her party to make immediately a violent invafion 
on the eflablifhed religion t. She thought it requifite, however, to difcover 
fuch fymptoms of her intentions, as might give encouragemtnt to the prote
il:ants, fo much depreffed by the late violent perfccution. She immediately re
~alled all the exiles, and gave liberty to the prifoners who were confined on ac
count of religion. We are told of a pleafantry of one Rainsford on this occa
fion, who faid to the (Q1een, that he had a petition to prefent her in behalf of 
other prifoners called Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John : She readily replied~ 
that it behoved her firft to confult the prifoners themfelves, and to learn of them 
whether they deGred that liberty, which he demanded for them :J:. 

ELIZABETH alfo proceeded to exert, in favour of the reformers, fome acts of 
power, which were confifl:ent with the extent of the royal prerogative during that 
age. Finding, that the proteftant teachers, irritated by perfecution, broke out 
in a furious attack of the antient fuperftition, and that the Romanifts replied 
with no ltfs zeal and acrimony, 1he publifhed a proclamation, by which fhe 
prohibited ail preaching without a fpecial licence § ; and tho' ihe difpenfed with 
this prohibition in tavour of fome preachers of her own feB:, ihe took care, 
that they ihould be the moft calm and moderate of the party. She alfo fuf
pended the laws fo far as to order a great part of the fervice; the litany, the 
Lord's prayer, the creed, and the gofpels; to be read in Englil11. And having 
firft publifhed injunctions, that all the churches ihould conform themfelves to the 
practice of her own chappel, ihe forbade the hofte to be any more elevated in 
her prefence ; an innovation, which, however frivolous it may appear, implied 
the moft material confequences 11. 

THESE declarations of her intention, concurring with the preceding fufpicions 
n1ade the bifhops fortfee with certainty a revolution in relfgion. They there .. 
fore refufed to officiate at her coronation ; and it was with fome difficulty, that the 

biflwr 

• Burnet, vol. TI. p. 377· Carnden, p. 37c. t Burnet, vol. H. P· 378. Camden, p. 371, 
t Heylin, p. 103. § Heylin, p . 104. Strype, vol. I. p. 41. I! Camden, p. 1 ~ l,. 

Heylin, p. 104. Strype, vol. I. P• 54· Sto\ve, p. 6 H. 
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bifhopof Carli11e' was at lafl: prevailed on to perform that ceremony. When Ihe was 
conducted thro' London, amidfl: the joyful acc1amation5 of her fubjects, a boy, 
who· perfonated .truth, was let down from one of the triumphal arches,. and pre-
fented her with a copy of the Bible. She received the book with the mofr gra
cious deportment, placed it next her bofom, and declared, that, amidft all the 
coftly teftimonies which the city had that day given of their attachment, this 
prefent was by far the mo~ precious and m oft acceptable t. Such were the in
nocent artifices, by which Elizabeth infinuated herfelf into the affeCtions of her 
fubjeB:s. Open in her addrefs, gracious and affable in all public appearances, 
fhe rejoiced in the concourfc: of her fubjeB:~, entered into all their pleafures and 
amufements, and without departing from her dignity, which fhe knew well how to 
preferve, fhe acquired a popularity beyond what any of her predeceffors or fuccef
fors ever could attain. Her own fex exulted to fee a woman hold the reins of 
empire with fuch prudence and fortitude: And while a young princefs of twenty
five years (for that was her age at her acceilion) who poffeffed all the graces and 
infinuation, tho' not all the beauty of her fex, courted the affeCtions of indivi
duals by her civilities, of the public by her fervices, her authority, tho' corro
borated by the frriB:eft bands of law and religion, appeared to be derived en-

tirely fron1 the choice and inclinat;on of the people. 

1559
• A sovEREIGN of this diipofition was not likely to offend her iubjeCl:s by any 

uftlefs or violent exertions of power ; and Elizabeth, tho' rne threw out fuch 
hints as encouraged the proteftants, delayed the entire change of religion till the 

A Parliament. meetincr of the Parliament, which was fummoned to affemble. The elections 
t? 

b:acl gone entirely againft the catholics, who feem not indeed to have made any 
great f\.ruggle for the fuperiority; and the houfes met in a difpofition of gratify
ing the ~1e~n in every particular, which ihe could defire of them. They began 
the fefiion with. an unanimous declarati·~n, " that ~een Elizabeth wa~, and ought 
'' to be~ as well by the word of God, as the common and ftatute laws of the 
" realm, the lawful, undoubted, and true heir to the crown, lawfully defcended 
·" from the blood- royal, according to the order of fucceffion, fettled in the 3 sth 
" of I-lcnry VIII. t" This aB: of recognition ·was undoubtedly dictated by the 
~een herfelf and her minifters; and fhe fhowed her magnanimity, as well as 
n1oderation) in the terms, v:;,hich .fhe employed on that occafion. She followed 
not r 1ary~s praEtice in declaring the validity of her mother's marriage, or in ex
prefsly repealing the aB: formerly made againft her own legitimacy: She knew, 
th<it this attempt muft be attended with refleCtions on her f;.ther's n1emory, as 

well 

j- llumct, yoJ. I I. p. 380. Strype, vol. I. p. 29. :t 1 Eliz. C:! . 3· 
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well as on the birth of her deceafed fifter; and as all the world were fenfible that 
Henry's divorce from Anne Boleyn was merely the effect of his violence and 
caprice, f11e [corned to found her title on any act of an aifemb1)r, which had too 
much proftituted its authority by its former variable, fervile and iniquitous de .. 
cifions. S.1tisfied therefore in the general opinion entertained with regard to ,this 
faCl:, which appeared the more undoubted, the lefs anxiety fhe difcovered in 
fortifying it by votes and enquiries ; lhe took poffeffion of the throne, both as 
her birth· right, and as enfured to her by former acts of Parliament; and 1he 
never appeared follicitous to diftinguifh thefe titles *. 

THE firft bill w hi eh was brought into the Parliament with a view of trying their 
difpofition with regard to religion, was that for fuppreffing the monafteries lately 

- ereCl:ed, and for reftoring the tenths and firft-fruits to the ~een. This point 
being gained without much difficulty, a bill was next introduced, annexing the 
fupremacy to the crown; and tho' the ~1een was there denominated governefs, not 
head, of the church, it conveyed the fame extenfive power, which had fonnerly 
been exercifed by her father and brother. . All the bif11ops who were prefent in the 
upper houfe ftrenuoufiy oppofed this law; and as they poffeifed more learning 
than the temporal peers, they triumphed in the argument; but the rn~jority of 
voices in that houfe, as well as among the commons, were againft them. By this 
act the crown, without the concurrence, either of the Parliament or even of the 
convocation, was veiled with the whole fpiritual power ; might reprefs all here
fies t, might eftablifh or repeal all canons, might alter every point of difcipline, and 
tnight ordain or abolifh any religious rite or ceremony :J:. In order to exercife thi~ 
unlimited authority, the ~een, by a ciaufe of the aCl:, was empowered to name 
commiffioners, either layn1en or clergymen, as fhe iliould think proper; and on 
this claufe was afterwards found-.d the court of ecclefiafl:ical commiffion ; which 
affumed very large difcretionary, not to fay arbitrary powers, totally incompatible 
with any ex.1C1: limitations in the confiitution. Their proceedings indeed were 
only confiftent with abfolute monarchy ; but were entirely fuitable to the genius 
of the aB: on which they were eftablifl1ed ; an aB: tlut at once gave the crown 
all the power, which had formerly been claimed by the popes, but which even 
thefe ufurping prelates had never been able fully to exercife, without fome con
currence of the clergy. 

'VVHOEVER 

:~r Camden, p. 372. Heylin, p. 107, Jo8; 
-t- In determining herefy, the crown was only limited (if that could be called a limitation) to fuch 

rloClrines as had been adjudged herefy, by the anthcrity of the Scripture, by the firft four general coun
cils, or by any general council, which followed the Scripture as their rule, or to fuch other doctrine;; 
.as fhould hereafter be denominated herely by the Parliament and convocation. 1 Eliz. cap . 2. 

t I Eliz. cap. 1. This laft power was anew granted in the aCt of uniformity. 1 Eliz. cap. z. 
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\VnoEV:ER refufed to take an oath, acknowledging the ~1een's fupremacy, 

was incapacitatea from holding any office; whoever denied the fupremacy, or 

~ttempted to deprive the QEeen of that prer gative, forfeited, for the firfi of

fence, all tl1c.:·ir goocs and chattels, for the econd were fubjected to the penalty 

of a premunire; but the third offence was declared treafon. Thefe punifhments,. 

ho\\ ever fevere, were lefs rigorous than fuch as were formerly, during the re 'gns 

of her father and brother, inflicted in like cafes. 

A L:A w was palied, confirming all the ftatutes enacted in King Edward's time 

with regard to religion* : T'he nomination of bifhop~ was given to the crown 

without any election of the chapters : The QEeen was empowtred, on the va

cancy of any fee, to feize all the temporalities, and to befl:ow on the bi!hops-eleCl: 

an equivalent in the impropriations belonging to the crown. This pretended 

equivalent was commonly very much inferior in value; and thus the Queen, 

amidfi all her concern for religion, followed the example of tbe preceding re-

iformers, in committing depredations on the eccleuaftical revenues. 

'fHE bifhops and all incumbents were prohibited from alienating their reve-

·nues, and from letting leafes longer than twenty-one years or three lives. This 

Jaw feemed to be intended for fecuring the property of the church; but as an 

exception was left in favour of the crown, great abufes fti11 prevailed. It was 

ufual for a courtier, during this reign, to make a tr.anfaction v, ith a bifl1op or 

incumbent; and to procure a !ham alienation to the ~een, who afterwards 

transferred the lands to the perfon agreed on t. This method of pillaging the· 

church was not remedied till the beginning of J ames the firft. The prefent de

prelllon of the clergy expofed them to all injuries; and the laity never ftopped 

till they had reduced the church to fuch poverty, that her plunder was no longer 

a compenfation for the odium incurred by it. 

A soLEMN and public difputation was held during this feffion, in prefence of lord 

keeper Bacon, between the divines of the proteftant and thofe of the catholic party. 

The champions appointed to defend the rer gion of the fovereign, were, as in 

former infiances, entirely triumphant, and the popifh difputants, bei 1g pronounced 

refraClory and obfl:inate, were even punifhed by imprifonment :J:. Emboldened 

by this viCtory, the proteftants ventured on the laft and m_oft important fiep,. 

and brought into Parliament a bill I! for abolifhing the ma(c;, and re-eftablilhing 

the liturgy of King Edward. Penalties were enacted, as well againft thofe who 

departed fron1 this 1node of wodhip, as thofe who abfented themfelves fron1 the 

church and the facraments. And thus in one feffion, without any violence~ 

tumult,. 

* 1 Eliz. cap. z. t Strype, vol. I. P· 79· 1 Eliz. cap. z.. 
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tumult, or clamour, was the whole fyften1 of religion altered, on the very com
tnencement of a reign, and by the will of a young woman, whore title to the 
cr6wn was by many efteemed liable to great objeCtions: An event, whi ·h, tho' 
it may appear furprizing to men in the pref~nt age, was every where expeCt d 
on the firft news of her acceffion. 

THE commons alfo made a facrifice to the Q8een more difficult to obtain that 
that of any articles of religion : They voted a fubfidy of four fbillings in the 
pound on land, and two fhillings and eight pence on goods, together with two 
fifteen~hs *. The houfe in no inftance departed from the n1oft refpeB:ful deference 
and complaifance towards the ~een. Even the importunate addrefs, which 
they made her on the conclufion of the feffion, to fix her choice of a hulband, 
could not, they fuppofed, be very difagreeable to one of her fex and age. The 
addrefs was couched in the moft refpeB:ful expreffions ; yet met with a refufal 
from the ~een. She told the fpeaker, that as the application from the houfe 
was conceived in general terms, only recommending marriage, without prdend· 

· ing to direCt her choice of a hufband, fhe could not take offence at the addrefs, 
or regard it as other than a new inftance of their affeCtionate attachment towards 
her : That any farther interpofal on their part would have ill become either thern 
to make, as fubjeEts, or her to hear as an independant princefs: That even while 

... fhe was a private perfon, and expofed to much danger, fhe had always declined 
that engagement, which -fhe regarded as an incumbrance; much more, at pre
fent would fhe perfevere in that fentiment, when the charge of a great kingdon1 
was committed to her, and her life ought to be entirely dedicated to promoting 
the interefts of religion and the happinefs of her fubjeB:s : That as England was 
her hufband, wedded to her by this pledge (and here fhe {hewed them her finger 
with the fame gold ring upon it, ·with which fhe had folemnly betrothed h~rfelf 

3 G 2 to 

• The Parliament alfo granted the ~een the duties of tonnage and poundage; but this conceffion wa) 

at that time regarded only as a matter of form, and fhe had levied thefe duties before they were voted 

by the Parliament: But there was another exertion of power, which fhe pratlifed, and which people, 
in this age, from their ignorance of the antient conftitution, may be apt to think a little extraordinary. 

Her fifter, after the commencement of the war with France, had, from her own authority, impofed 
four marks on each ton of wine imported, and had encreafed the poundage a third on all comrnoditieg. 

OEeenElizabeth continued thefe impofitions as long as {he thought convenient. The Parliament, who 

had fo good an opportunity of re1lraining thcfc arLitrary taxes, \vhcn they voted the tonnage and 

poundage, thought proper not to make any mention of them. They knew,. that the fovcreign, during 

that age, pretended to have the fole regula.tior. of foreign trade, and that their intermeddling with hat 
prerogative would have drawn on them the fevereft reproof, jf not cha11iit:ment. See Forbes, vel. 1. 
p. 132, 133· \Ve know certainly from the !b.tutes an .journals, that r1o fuch impofitions wCJ·e granted 

by Parliament. 

Ch,tp. I. 
15 ·o. 
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to the kingdom at her inauguration) fo all Englil11men were her children; and 
while !he was enployed in the rearing er governing (uch a family, fhe co~.1ld 
not cfteem he1 felf b~rren, or her life ufelefs and unfruitful : That if f1:e ever en
tertained thoughts of changing her condition, the care of her fubjecrs wel ~are 
would frill be uppermoft in her thoughts ; but fhould fhe live and die a virgin, 
fhe doubted no: but the divine providence, feconded by their counfels and her 
own meafures, ·,vould be able to prevent all difpute with regard to the fucceffion, 
and fecure them a iovereign, who, perhaps better than her own i!fue, would 
imitate her exanple in loving and cherifhing her people : And that for her part, 
ihe defired that no higher character, nor fairer remembrance of her ihould be 
tranfmitted to pfterity, than to have this infcription engraved on her tomb-frone, 
when f11e fhoulc pay the laft debt to nature; " Here lies Elizabeth, who lived 

'' and died a n;aiden ~een *." 
AFTER the prorogation of the Parliament t, the laws, enacted with regard to 

religion, were put in execution, and met with no difturbance or oppofition from 
. any quarter. The liturgy was again introduced in the vulgar tongue, and the 

oath of fuprem,cy was tendered to the clergy. The number of bifhops had been 
reduced to fomteen by a very fickly feafon, which preceded ; and all of thefe, 
except the bifrop of Landaffe, having refufed compliance, were degraded from 
their fees : But of the inferior clergy throughout all England, where there are 
near 1o,ooo parifhes, only eighty pariih rectors, fifty prebendaries, fifteen heads 
of colleges, twelve archdeacons, and as many deans, facrificed their livings to 
their religious principles :f:. Thofe in high ecclefiaftical ftations, who were ex
pofed to the eyes of the world, feem chiefly to have placed a point of honour in 
their perfeverance; but on the whole, the proteftants, in the former change in
troduced by Muy, appear to have been 1nuch more rigid and confcientimls. 'I'ho' 
the catholic religion, adapting itfelf to the fenfes, and requiring obfervances~ 
which enter in1o the common train of life, does at prefent lay much fafter hold 
of the mind tl-an the reformed, which, being chiefly fpiritual, refen1bles more a 
fyftem of met1phyfics ; yet was the proportion of zeal, as well as of knowlege, 
during the fir{: ages after the reformation, much greater on the fide of the pro
teftants. Th( Catholics continued, ignorantly and fupinely, in their antient be
lief, or rather their antient pracrices : But the reformers, obliged to difpute on every 

occafion, 

* Camden, p. 375· S1r Simon d'Ewes. 
t It is though; remarkable by Camden, that tho' this feffion was the firft of the reign, no perfon 

was attainted ; h1t on the contrary, fame reftored in blood by the Parliament. A good fymptom of 
the lenity, at leat of the prudence of the Queen's government. 

t Camden, p. 376. Heylin, p. 1 15. Strype, vol. I. p. 7 3· with fame fmall variations. 
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occafion, and enflamed to a degree of enthufiafm by novelty and perfecution, Chap. I. 
hart firongly attached themi( .. Jves to their tenets; and were ready to facrifice their 

1
5 59· 

fortunes and even their lives, in defence of their fpeculative and abftract prin· 
ciples. The forms and ceremonies, frill preferved in the Englilh liturgy, as they 
bore fome refen1blance to the antient fervice, tended farther to reconcile the catho-
lics to the eftablilhed religion ; and as the ~een permitted no other mode of wor-
fhip, and at the fame time ftruck out every thing that could be offenfive to them in 
the new liturgy*, even thofe addicted to the Romifh communion made no fcruple 
of attending the eitablifhed church. Had Elizabeth gratified her own inclinations, 
the exterior appearance, which is the chief circumftance with the people, would 
l1ave been frill more fimilar between the new and the antient form of wor!hip. 
As Jhe loved ftate and magnificence in every thing, Ihe was fomewhat addiCled 
to the pomp of the catholic religion; and it was merely in compliance with the 
prejudices of her party, that !he gave up either the images or the addreffes to the 
faints, or prayers for the dead t. Some foreign princes interpofed to procure the 
Romanifts the privilege of feparate affemblies in particular cities, but the ~een 
would not comply with their requeft; and reprefented the manifefr danger of 
difturbing the national peace by a toleration of different religions t· 

WHILE the ~een and Parliament were employed in fettling the public religion, 
the negotiations for a peace were ftill conduCted, firft at Cercamp, then at Cha- Peace with 
teau-Can1brefis, between the minifters of France, Spain, and England; and France. 

Elizabeth, tho' equa1ly prudent, was not fo fuccefsfu] in this tranfaClion. Philip 
employed his utmofr efforts to procure the reftitution of Calais, both as bound 
in honour to indemnify England, which, merely on his account, had been drawn 
into the war, and as engaged in intereft to remove France from his frontiers in 
the Low Countries. So long as he entertained hopes of efpoufing the ~1een, 
he delayed concluding a peace with Henry ; and even after the change of religion 
in England deprived him of all fuch views, his n1inifters hinted a propofal, 
which may be regarded as reafonable and honourable. After all his own terms 
with France were fettled, he feemed willing to continue the war, till !he Ihould 
obtain fatisfaction; provided !he would ftipulate to adhere to the Spanilh alli-
ance, and continue hoftilities againfr Henry, during the courfe of fix years 11 : But 
Elizabeth, after confulting with her minifi:ers, very wifely rejected this propofal. 
She was fen!ible of the low ftate of her finances ; the great debts contracted 
by her father, brother, and fifi:er; the diforders introduced into every part of 

the 

* Heylin, p. 11 I. t Burnet, vol. II. p. 376. 397· Camden, p. 371. t Cam den, p. 3 js. 
Strype, vol, I. p. 150, 3 70, U Forbes's Full View, vol. I. p. 59· 
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<. Ltp . J, the adnrini!l raf n ; the divifions by which her people were agitated ; and !he 
! )>9· was convinced that nothing but tranquillity during fome years could bring the 

l:ingd0m ?g in into a flourifhing condition, or enable her to act with digHity and 
,·gotlr, in her tranfactions with foreign nations. Well acquainted with tlie 

value which Henry put upon Calais, and the impoffibility of recovering it by 
tre;.'ty during the prefent emergency, fhe was willing rather to fuffer that lofs, 
than fubmit to fudi a dependance on Spain, as fhe mufr expect to fall into, if !he 
continued pertinacioufiy in her prefent demand. Slie ordered, therefore, her am
b· fiitdors, the lord Effingham, the bi!hop of Ely, and Dr. Wotton, to conclude 
the negociation, and to fettl~ a peace with Henry, on any reafonable terms. Henry 
offered to ftipulate a marriage between the eldeft daughter of the dauphin, and 
the eldeft fon of Elizabeth ; and to engage for the reftitution of Calais as the 
dowry of that princefs t; but as the ~een was fenfible that this treaty would 
appear to the world a palpable evafion, fhe infifted upon more equitable, at leaft, 
tnore plaufible conditions. It was at laft agreed, that Henry fhould reftore Ca
lais at the expiration of eight years; that in cafe of failure, he fhould pay five 
hundred thoufand crowns~ and the ~1een' title to Calais ftill remain; that he 
fuould find the fecurity of feven or eight foreign merchants, not natives of 
Erance, for the payment of this fum; that he iliould deliver fi -.·e hoffages till 
that fecurity was provided; that if Elizabeth broke the Feace with France or 
Scotland during that interval, fhe ihould forfeit all title to Calais; but if Henry 
made war on Elizabeth, he fi1ould be obliged immediately to reftore that for· 
trefs \j. Every perfon of penetration eaf11y faw, that thefe ftipulations were but 
a colourable pretence for abandoning Calais; but they excufed the ~leen on ac· 
.count of the neceffity of her affairs, and they even extolled her prudence, in fub
mitting, without farther ftruggle, to that neceffity. A peace with Scotland was 
a neceffary confequence of that with France. 

PHILIP and Henry <:onduded hoft:ilities with a mutual reftitution of all places 
taken during the courfe of the war; and Philip efpoufed the princefs Elizabeth, 
elddl daughter of France, formerly betrothed to his fon Don Carlos. The duke 
of Savoy married Margaret, Henry's fifler, and obtained a r ftitution of all his 
dominions of Savoy and Piedmont, except a few towns, retained by France. 
And thus general tranquillity f emed to be reHored to Europe. 

~:~~~~h~e- BuT tho' a peace was figned and concluded between France and England, 
.Queen, and there foon appeared a ground of quarrel, of the moft ferious nature, and which 
Mary ~een was afterwards attended with the moft important confequences. The two mar
t}f Scots. 

~ 4 nages 

J Forbesp V{)l. I. p~ 54- H Ibid. p. 68. Rymer, torn XV. p. ~05. 



E L I Z A B E T H. 

iages of Ilenry the eighth, that with Catherine of Arragon, and that with Anne 
. Boleyn, were totally incompatible with each othe1, and it feemed impoffible 
that both of them could be regarded as valid and legal : But ftill the birth of 
Elizabeth lay under fome difadvantages, to which that of her fiiler, Mary, was 
not expofed. Henry's firfl marriage had obtained the fancHon of all the powers, 
both civil and ecclefiaftical, which were then acknowleged in England; and it 
was natural~ for protefrants as wdl as Romanifl:s, to allow, on account of the 
lincere intention of the parties, that their i!fue ought to be regarded as legitimate. 
But his divorce, and fecond 111arriage, had been concluded in direCt oppofition to
the fee of Rome; and tho' they had b~en ratified by the authority both of the 
Engli!11 Parliament and convocation, thofe who were fl:rongly attached to the ca
tholic church, and who reafoned with great ftri8:nefs, were led to regard thern 
as entirely invalid, and to de:1y altogether the ~een's right of fucceffion. The 
next heir of blood was the Q9een of Scots, now married to the dauphin ; and 
the great power of that princefs, joined to her phufible title, rendered her a very 
formidable rival to Elizabeth. The King of France had fecretly been folliciting 
at Rome a bull of excommunication ag~inft the Queen ; and fhe had here been 
beholden to the good offices of Philip, who, from interefl: more than either 
friendihip or principle, had negociated in her favour, and had fuccefsfu11y oppofed 
the pretenfions of I-Ienry. But the court of France was not difCouraged with 
this repulfe: The duke of Guife, and his brothers, thi king, that it would much 
augment their credit, if their niece fhould bring an acceffion of England, as fhe 
had already done of Scotland, to the crown of France, engaged the King not ta 
neglect the claim; and, by their perfuafion, he ordered his fon and daughter-in
law to a!fume openly the anns as well as title of England, and to quarter thefe 
arms on all their equipages1 furniture, and liveries. When the Englifh ambaf
fador complained of this injury, he could obtain nothing but an evaf1ve anfwer; 
that as the ~1een of Scots was defcended from the blood royal of ·England, !he 
was ent:tled, by the example of many princes, to a!fume the arms of that king
dom. But befides that this praCtice had never prevailed \ ithout permiffion be
ing firft obtained, and without making a vifib1e difference between the armr.~ 
Elizabeth plainly faw, that this pretenfion had not been advanced during the 
reign of her fifter Mary ; and that, therefore, the King of Fr::tnce intended,~ 
on the firft opportunity'" to difpute her legitimacy, and her title to the crown. 
Alarmed with the danger, fl1e thenceforth conceived a ftrong jealoufy againfi the 
~een of Scots; and was determined, as far as poffible, to incapacitate Henry 
frorn the execution of his project. The fudden death of that monarch, who was 
killed in a tournament at Paris, while he was celebrating the efpoufals of his 

.fifte~ 

Chap. I. 
I 5 59• 
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Chap. I. fifter with the duke of Savoy, altered not her views. Being informed, that his 
1 

55 9• fucceffor, F rancis the fecond, fiill continued to afrume, without referve, the title 

of King of England, fhe began to confider him and h1s ~1een as her moft mor

tal enemies ; and the prefent fituation of affairs in Scotland afforded her a fa

vourable opportunity, both of revenging the injury and of providing for her own 

fafety. 

Scotch affdirs. THE murder of the cardinal-primate at St. Andrews, had deprived the Scotch 

Catholics of a head whofe feverity, courage, and capacity had rendered him extremely 

formidable to the innovators in religion ; and the execution of the Ia,vs again!l: 

herefy began thenceforth to be n1uch more remifs and gentle. The ~leen-re

gent governed the kingdom by prudent and moderate councils; and as fhe was 

not difpofed to facrifice the civil interefts of the ftate to the bigotry or interefts of 

priefts, fhe efteemed it more expedient to temporize, and to connive at the pro

grefs of a doctrine which fhe had not power entirely to reprefs. When informed 

of the death of Edward, and the acceffion of Mary to the crown of England, 

fhe entertained hopes, that the Scotti!h reformers, deprived of the countenance 

which they received from that powerful kingdom, would lofe their ardour with 

their profpeCl of fuccefs, and would gradually return to the faith of their an

ceftors. But the progrefs and revolutions of religion are little governed by the 

ufual maxims of civil policy ; and the event much difappointed the regent's ex

peCtations. Many of the Engli!h preachers, terrified with the feverity of Mary's 

government, took fhelter in Scotland, where they found more protection, and a 

milder adminiftration; and while they propagated their theological tenets, they 

filled that whole kingdom with a juft horror againft the cruelties of the bigoted 

catholics, and fhowed their difciples the fate which they muft expect, if ever theit· 

adverfaries fhould attain an uncontrouled authority over them. 

A HIERARCHY, moderate in its acquifitions of power and riches, may fafeiy 

grant a toleration to fecraries ; and the more it abates the fervor of innovators 

by lenity and liberty, the more fecurely will it poffefs thofe advantages which the 

legal eftablifhments beftow upon it. But where fuperftition has raifed a church to 

fuch an exorbitant height as that of Rome, perfecution is lefs the refult of bi

gotry in the priei!s, than of a neceffary policy ; and the rigour of Jaw is the only 

method of repelling the attacks of rnen, who, befides religious z al, have fo 

many other motives, derived both from public and private intereft, to engage 

them on the fide of mnovation. But tho' fuch ovl rgrown hierarchies may long 

fupport thtmfelves by thefe violent expedient.,, the tlme comes, when fev'~rities 

tend only to enrage the new fectaries, and make them br'"'ak thro' all bounds of 

reafon and moderation. _This crifis was now vifibly approaching in Scotland; and 

1 whoeve1· 
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whoever confiders merely the tranfaCl:ions refulting from it, will be inclined to Chap. I. 
throw the blame equa11y on both parties; whoever enlarges his view, and refleCts 1559• 

on the fituations, will obferve the nece!fary progrefs of human affairs, and the 
operation of thofe principles which are inherent in human nature. 

SoME heads of the refonners in Scotland, fuch as the earl of Argy le, his fon Reformatio 

lord Lorne, the earls of Morton, and Glencarne, Erfkine of Dun, and others, in Scotland. 

finding the danger to which they were expofed, and defirous to propagate their 
principles, entered privately into a bond or affociation ; and called themfelves 
the Congregation of the Lord, in contradiftinclion to the eftablifhed church, which 
they denominated the Congregation of Satan. The tenor of the bond was as 
follows: " We, perceiving how Satan, in his 1nembers, the antichrifts of our 
'' time, do cruelly rage, feeking to overthrow and to deftroy the gofpel of Chrift 
'' and his congregation, ought, according to our bounden duty, to ftrive, in 
'' our mafrer's caufe, even unto the death, being certain of the victory in him, 
" \Ve do therefore promife, before the majefty of God and his congregation, 
'' that we, by his grace, fhall with all diligence continually apply our whole 

' " power 1 fubfl:ance, and our very lives, to maintain, fet forward, and eftablifh 
" the m oft bleffed word of God and his congregation; and fhail labour, by all 
" poffible means, to have faithful minifters, truly and purely to minifter Chrifl:'s 
" gofpeJ and facraments to his people : Vi..ie lhall maintain them, nourifh them, 
" and defend them, the whole congregation of Chrift, and every member there
" of, by our whole power, and at the hazard of our lives, againft Satan, and all 
" wicked power, who may intend tyranny and trouble againft the faid congre
'' gation : Unto which holy word and congregation we do join ourfelves; and 
" we forfake and renounce the congregation of Satan, with all the fuperftitious 
" abomination and idolatry thereof; and tnoreover !hall declare ourfelves m ani
" fefHy enemies thereto, by this faithful promife before God, tefi:ified to this 
" congregation by our fubfcriptions. At Edinburgh, the third of Decem
c' ber, 1557 *.'' 

HAD the fubfcribers of this zealous league been contented only to demand a 
toleration of the new opinions ; however incompatible their pretenfions might 
have been with the policy of the church of Rome, they would have had the 
pr.aife of oppofing tyrannical laws, enacted to fupport an eftablifhment prejudicial 
to civil fociety : B1.1t it is plain, that they carried their views much farthtr; and 
their practice immediately difcovered the fpirit by which· they were actuated. 
Supported by the authority which, they thought, belonged to them as the con-

3 l-1 gregation 
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gregation of the Lord, they ordained, that prayers in the vulgar tongue t fhould 

be ufed in all the parifh churches of the kingdom ; and that preaching, and the 

interpretation of the fcriptures fhould be praB:ifed in private houfes, till God 

fhould move the prince to grant public preaching by faithful and true minifters :I:· 
Such bonds of affociation are always the forerunners of rebellion ; and this vio

lent invafion of the eftablifhed religion was the actual commencement of it. 

BEFORE tl is league was publicly known or avowed, the clergy, alarmed with 

the progrefs of the reformation, attempted to recover their loft authority, by a 

violent exercife of power, w hi eh tended ftill farther to augment the zeal and 

' number of their enemies. Hamilton, the primate, feized W alter Mill, a pridl: 

of an irreproachable life, who had embraced the new doCtrines; and having tried 

him at St. A.ndrews, condemned him to the flames for herefy. Such general 

averfion was difcovered to this barbarity, that it was fame time before the bi!hops 

could pn: vail on any one to act the part of a civil judge, and pronounce the fen

tcnce upon him; and even after the time of his execution was fixed, all the 

£ho s of St. Andrews being !hut, no one would fell a rope to tie him to the fiake, 

and the primate himfelf was obliged to furniih this implement. The man bore 

the torture with that co 1rage which, tho' ufual on thefe occafions, always ap

pears aftonin1ing and fupernatural to the multitude: The people, to exprefs their 

abhorrence againft the cruelty of the priefts, raifed a monument of ftones on the 

place of his execution ; and as faft as the ftones were removed by order of the 

clergy, they were again fupplied from the voluntary zed} of the populace 11· It 

is vain for men to oppofe the fevereft punifhments to the united principles of reli

gion and public applaufe; and this was the laft barbarity of the kind which 

the catholics had the power to exercife in Scotland. 

SoME time after, the people difcovered their fentiments in fuch a manner as was 

fuffic:ent to prognofticate to the priefts, the fate which was awaiting them. It 

was ufual on the feftival of St. Giles, the tutelar faint of Edinburgh, to carry in 

proceffion the in11age of that faint ; but the proteftants, in order to prevent the 

eremony, found means, on the eve of the feftival, to purloin the ftatue from 

the church, and they pleafed themfelves with inugining the aftonif11ment and 

difappointment of his votaries. The clergy, however, framed haftily a new 

image, which, in derifion, was called by the people young St. Giles; and they 

earried it thro' the ftreets, attended with all the ecclefiaftics in the town and 

neighbourhood. The multitude abftained from violence fo long as the ~een-

4 
regent 

t The reformers ufed at that time King Edward's liturgy in Scotl::md. Forbes, p. I 5 5• 

t K.cith, p. 66. Knox, p. 101. H Knox, p. 122. 
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regent continued a fpeCtator, but the moment !he retired, they invaded the idol, 

threw it in the dirt, and broke it in pieces. The flight and terror of the priefis 

and fryars, who, it was remarked, deferred, in his greateft difirefs, the objeCt of 

their worihip, was the fource of univerfal mockery and laughter. 

ENcouRAGED by all thefe appearances, the congregation proceeded with ala
crity in openly folliciting fubfcriptions to their league; and the death of M ary 

of England, with the acceffion of Elizabeth, which happened about this time, 

contributed much to increafe their hopes of final fuccefs in their undertaking. 

They ventured to prefent a petition to the regent, craving a reformation of the 

church, and of the wicked, Jcandalous, .and deteflable lives of the prelates and ec

clefiaftics *. They applied to the Parliament, by a petition, in which, after pre
mifing, that they could not communicate with the damnable idolatry, and into

lerable abufes of the papiftical church, they defired, that the laws againft here
tics fhould be executed by the civil magiftrate alone, and that the fcripture ihould 

be the fole rule for judging of herefy t. They even petitioned the convocation, 

and infifted that prayers fhould be faid in the vulgar tongue, and that bifhops 
i'hould be chofen with the confent of the gentry of the diocefe, and priefts with 

the confent of the parifhioners :f:. The regent prudently temporized between 
thefe parties ; and as lhe aimed at procuring a matrimonial crown for her fan-in

law, the dauphin, fhe was, on that as well as other accounts, unwilling to come 

to extremities with either of them. 

BuT after this conceffion was obtained~ £he received orders from F rance, pro

bably diCtated by the haughty fpirit of her brothers, to proceed wi th violence 
againft the reformers, and to reftore the royal authority, by fome fignal act of 

power 11· She made the moft eminent of the protefiant teachers be cited to appear be

fore the council at Stirling ; but when their followers were marching thi ther in g reat 

multitudes, in order to protect and countenance them, lhe entertained apprehen• 

fions of an infurrection, and diffipated the people by a promife §) tJ1at nothing 
fuould be done to the prejudice of the minifters. This promife was viol ated ; 

and a fentence paffed, by which all the minifters were pronounced rebels, on ac-

3 H 2 count 

• Knox, p. 121. t Ibid. p. I 23. t Keith, p. 78, 8r, 82 . I! Melvil 's 

Memoirs, p. 24. Jebb, vol. II. p. 446. 
§ Knox, p. 12 7. We !hall fuggeft afterwards fome reafons to fu(peB:, that, perhaps, no exprefi 

promife was giyen. Calumnies cafily arife during times of faction, efpccially tliofe of the rcl"~iou~ 
kind, when men think every ~~t t lawful for promoting their purpofe . f11e congregation in thei r mani· 
fe o, where they ennmerate all tLe artides of the regent's m~l-adminifira tion, do not reproach he'r 
with this bre.:1ch of promife. I t was probably nothing but a rtm10L1r fpread abro~d to duch t~1e popu
lace. If the papi!ls hare fomctimes maintained, that no faith was to be kept with h,.:reti~s, their a~. 

verfaries feem alfo to have thought, that no truth ought to be told of idobter:3. 

· Chap. I. 
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count of their not appearing. A meafure, fo ra!h and ill advifed, enraged the 
peopk, and made them refolve to refift her authority by force of arms, and 00 

proceed to. extremity again a the clergy of the eftablifhed religion. 

IN this critical time John Knox arrived from Geneva, where he had pafred 
fome years in banif111nent, and where he had imbibed, from his commerce with 
Calvin, the higheft fanaticifm of his feet, augmented by the natural ferocity of 
his own character. He had been invited back to Scotland by the leaders of tne 
reformation ; and mounting the pulpit at Perth, during the prefent ferment of 
mens minds, he declaimed with his ufual vehemence againft the idolatry and other 
abominations of the church of Rome, and incited his audience to exert their ur
moft zeal for its fubverfion. A priefl: was fo imprudent, after this fermon, as 
to open his repofitory of images and relicts, and prepare himfelf to fay tnafs. 
The audience, who were wrought up to a difpofition for any furious enterprize, 
were as much enraged as if the fpetl:acle had not been quite familiar to them : 
They attacked the priefl: with fury, broke the images in pieces, tore the pictures, 
overthrew the alt3rs, fcattered about the facred vafes ; and· left no implement of 
idolatrous wodhip, as they called it, entire or unbroken. They thence proceeded 
with additional numbers, and augmented rage, to the monafteries of the Grey, 
and Black friars, which they pillaged in an inftant: The Carthufians underwent 
the fame fate ; and the populace, not content with robbing and expelling the 
monks, vented their fury on the buildings, which had been the receptides of . 
f-1ch abomination; and in a very little time nothing but the walls of thefe ftately 
edifices were left ftanding.. The inhabitants of Couper in Fife foon after imt· 
tated the example*'. 

THE ~1een-regent, provoked at thefe violences, aifembled an army, and pre
pared to chafl:ife the rebels. She had about two thoufand french under her 
command, with a few Scotch troops; and being affifted with fuch of the nobL 
lity as were well affetl:ed to her~ fhe pitched her camp within ten miles of Perrh. 
Even the e.arl of Argy le, and the lord J ames Stu.art, prior of St. Andrew's, the 
QEeen's natural brother, tho' deeply engaged with the reformers, attended the· 
regent in this enterprize, either becaufe they blamed the fury of the populace,, 
or hoped by their infl~ence and authority to mediate fbme agreement between the 
parties. The congregation, on the other hand, made preparations for defence·; 
and being joined by the earl of Glencarne from the Weft, and being countenanced 
by many of the nobilitJ and gentry, they appeared formidable from their numbers, 
as well as the zeal by which they were animated. They fent an addrefs to the re-

gen:-3 

7 • S_potfwoo~, p. J 2.1. Knox, P.· 1 27.. 
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gent, where they plainly infinuated, that if they were purfued to extremity, by 
the cruel beafts, the churchmen, they would have recourfe to foreign powers for 
afl1france; and they fubfcribed themfelves her faithful fubjeB:s in all things not 
repugnant to God; affuming, at the fame time, the name of the faithful con
gregation of Chrift Jefus *. They applied to the nobility attending her, and 
maintained, th<tt their paft violences were juftified by the word of God, which 
commands the godly to deihoy idolatry, and all the n1onuments of it; that tho'' 
all civil authority was facred, yet was there a great difference between the autho:
rity and the perfons who exercifed it t; and that it ought to be confidered, whe
tht r or not thofe abominations, called by the peftilent papifts, religion, and which 
they defend by fi1 e and fword, be the true relighn of C h riO: J efus. Thty re
monftrated \Vith fuch of the Ol1een's army as had formerly embraced their parry, 
and told them, " That as they were already reputed traitors by God, they ibould 
" likewire be excommunicated from their fociety, ar.d from the p~uticipation of 
"' the facraments of the church, which God by his mighty fO\ver had erected 
" among them; whofe n1inifters have the fame authority which Chrifl: granted 
'' to his apoftles in tbefe words, lf/hofe fins ye jhall forgive fhali be forgiven, and 
" whofe fins ye jhall retain jhall be retained f_-." We n1ay here fee that thefe new 
faints were no 1efs lofty in their pretenfions than the ancient hierarchy; and it 
was therefore no wonder they were enraged againft thefe latter as their rivals in 
dominion. They joined to all tbefe declarations an addrefs to the eftabliib.ed 
church ; and they affixed this title to it. "' To the generat"on of antichrift, the 
" pefl:ilent prelates and their jhavelings 11 in Scotland, the congregation of Chrift 
" Jefus within the fame fayeth." The tenor of the manifeflo was agreeable to the 
title. They told the ecclefiaflics, " As ye by tyranny intend not only to deftroy 
" our bodies, but alfo by the fame to hold our fouls in bondage of the devil, . 
" fubjetl: to idolatry; fo ihall we, with all the force and power which God' !hall" 
" grant unto us, execute juft vengeance and punifhment upon you: Yea, we 
" fiull begin that fame war which God commanded Ifrael to execute againft the· 
" Canaanites ; that is, contratt of peace !hall never be made, till ye defift from. 
" your open idolatry, and cruel perfecution of God's children. And this, in 
" the name of the eternal God, and of his fon, ChrW: Jefus, whofe verity we 
" profefs, and gofpel we have preached, and holy facraments rightly admini
" ftered, we fignify unto you, to be our intent, fo far as God will afiHl us to 
" withftand your idolatry. Take this for warning, and be not deceived§. '' With 
thefe outrageous fymptoms commenced that cant, hypocrify, and fanaticifm· 

• Knox, p. ug. 
~term for a prieft. 

t Ibid. p. I 31· t Ibid. p. 133· 
~ Keith, p. is, 86, 27. KnoxJ p. lH·· · 
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which long infefted that kingdom; and which, tho' now mollified by the lenity 
of the civil power, is fiill ready to b~eak out on all occafions. 

THE ~1een-regent, finding fl.Kh obfl:inate zeal in the malecontents, was con_ 

tented to embrace the councils of Argyle and the prior of St. Andrew's, and to 
form an accommodation with them. She was received into Perth, which fubmit· 

ted to her, on promifing an indemnity of paft offences, and engaging not to 
leave any French garrifon in the place. This capitulation, it is pretended, wa5 

not exactly obferved. Some of the inhabitants were molefl:ed on account of the 
late violences; and fome companies of Sco·ch foldiers, fuppofed to be in French 

pay, were quartered in the town; which ftep, tho' taken under a very plaulible 

pretext, was regarded by the congregation as an infraction of the treaty*. It is 
aiferted, that the regent, to jufl:ify thefe n1eafures, declared, that princes 
ought not to have their promifes too ftrictly urged upon them ; nor was any faith 
to be kept with heretics : And that for her part, could !he find as good a colour 

Qf reafon, £he would willingly bereave all thefe men of their lives and fortunes t. 
But it is no way likely, that: fuch expreffions dropt from this prudent and vir
tuous princefs. On the contrary, it appears, that thefe violences were very dif .. 

agreeable to her ; that !he was in this particular over-ruled by the authority of the 

French counfellors placed about her; and that fl1e often thought, if the manage

n1ent of thefe affairs had been entrufted wholly to Jyrfelf, ihe could eafily, with

out force, have accommodated all differences :f:. 
THE congregation enflamed with their own zeal, and enraged with thefe dif

.appointments, remained not long in tranquillity. Even before they left Perth, 

and 

* Knox, p. I 39· t lbid. Spotfwood, p. I 23. 

t Spotfwood, p. q6. Mclvil, p. 29. Knox, p. 225, 228. Lefiy, lib. x. That there was re

dly no violation of the capitulation of Perth, appears from the manifefl:o of the congregation in Knox>, 

'P· 184. where it is not fo much as pretended. The companies of Scotch foldiers were, prob;>..bly, in 
~catch pay, fince the congregation complains, that the country was opf rcffed with taxes to maintain 

armies. Knox , p . 164, 16). And CV"en if they had been in Frcn.ch pay, it were no breach of the e'apitu

lation, fince they were national troops, not French Knox does not f:1.y, p. I 39, that any of the inhabitants 

of Pe1 th wete tried or punifhed for their pail: offences ; but only that they were opprefied with the 

quartering of foldiers: And the congregafon in their manifefto, f:•y only that many of them had fleet 
for fear. Thi.s pbi: dtwelion of the calumny with regard to the bteach of the capitulation of Perth~ 

Jnay m::tkc us fufjJetl a lik~ cal~mny with regard to the promife pretended not to give fentence againil: 

the miniH:ers. The ~,~fair iay altogether between the regent and the laird of Dun ; and that gentle

man, tho' a man of fcnfe and character, might be willing to take fome general profeffions for promifes. 

If the ~een, over. awed by the power of the congregation, gave fuch a promife, in order to have li

berty to p1 cccd to a fenten;::e; how could fhe expect. to have power to execute a fente nce fo t reachcr
.lOuily obtained f' And to \Vhat purp~fc co!lld it ferve; • 
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and while as yet they had no colour to complain of any violation of treaty, they 
had figned a new covenant, in which, befides their engagements to mutual de

fence, they vowed in the name of God to employ their whole power in deftroying 
every thing that difhonoured his holy name; and this covenant was fubfcribed, 

mong others, by Argyle and the prior of St. Andrew's *. Thefe two lead~rs 
now defired no better pretext for deferting the regent and openly joining their 
affociates, than the complaints, however doubtful, or rather falfe, of her breach 
of promife. The congregation alfo, encouraged by this acceffion of force, gave 

tlp thcmfelves entirely to the furious zeal of Knox, and renewed at Crail, An .. 
ftruther, and other places in Fife, like depredations on the churches and mona

freries vith thofe formerly committed at Perth and Couper. The regent, who. 
nurched againft them with her army, finding thtir power fo much increafed, 

was glad to conclude a truce for a few days, and to pafs over with her forces to 

the Lothians. The infurgents befieged and took Perth ; proceeded thence to 
Stirling, where they exercifed their ufual fury; and finding nothing able to rehft 

them, they bent their march to Edinburgh, the ir~habitants of which, as they 

had already anticipated the zeal of the congr:egation againft the churches and 
monafteries, gladly opened their gates to them. 1~he regef!t, with the few 
forces which remained with her, took lhelter in Dunbar, where ihe .fhut herfelf 

up, in expeCtation of a reinforcement fro1n France. 

MEANWHILE, fhe employed her partizans in reprefenting to the people the 

dangerous confequences of this open rebellion ; and fhe endeavoured to convince 
them, that the lord J ames, under pretence of religion, had formed the fcheme 
of wrefting the fcepter from the hands of the fovereign. By thefe confiderations 

n1any were engaged to defert the army of the congregation; but n1uch more by 

the want of pay or any means of fubfHl:ance ; and the regent, obferving tl:e in

furgents to be much weakened, ventured to march to Edinburgh, with a defi gn 

to fupprefs them. On the interpofal of the cuke of Chateln~ut, who fiill adhered 

to her, .fhe agreed to a capitulation, in which fhe granted tlv"'m a toleration of 

their religion, and they engaged to commit no farther depredations on the 

churches. Soon after they evacuated the city of Edinburgh; and befor ~ they left 

it, they proclaimed the articles of agreement; but they took care to publi01 only 

the articles favourable to themfelvesJ and they v.·ere guilty of an impofture, in 

adding one to the number, viz. that idol.1try fhall not again be erected in any: 

place where it was at that time fuppreffed t· 
* Keith, p. Sg. Knox, p. I 38. 

t Knox, p. 153, 154, I 55· This author pretends that thi article w,as agreed to vcrb(tlly,. but that · 

the ~een's fcdbes omitted it in the treaty which was figned, This ftory js very unlikely, or 
ra t! er 
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AN aO'I~eement concluded, while men's minds were in this difpofition, could 
b 

not be durable; and both fides endeavoured to frrengthen themfelves as much as 

poffible, againft the enfuing rupture, which appeared inevitable. The regent 

having got a reinforcement of 1000 men from France, bega~ to fortify Leith; 

.and the .conareO'ation feth~ced the duke of Chatelraut to the1r party, who had 
b 0 

long appeared inclined to them, and who was at laft determined by the arrival of 

lilis fon, ·the ear.l of Arran, from France, where he had efcaped many dangers, 

from the jealoufy, as well as bigotry, of Henry and the duke of Guife. MorC:" 

French troops foon after difembarked under the command of La Broffe, who 

was followed by the bifhop of Amiens and three doCtors of the Sorbonne. Thefe 

!aft were fupplied with fiore of fyllogifms, authorities, citations, and fc11olaftic 

arguments, which they intended to oppofe to the Scotch preachers, and which, 
they jui1ly prcfumed, would acquire force, and operate conviction on mens minds, 

by the .influence of the French arms and artillery *. 
THE conftable Montmorency had always op~ofed the marriage of the ~1een 

of Scots with the dauphin, and had foretold, that, by forming fuch dofe con

nexions with Scotland, the anticnt league would ce diffolved ; and the natives 

of that kingdom, jealous of a foreign yoke, would foon become, inftead 

of all ies, attached by interefi: and inclination, the moft inveterate ene

nlies to the French dominion. But tho' the event feen1ed now to have jufti
fied the prudence of that aged minifter, it is not improbable, conGdering the 

violence of the councils, by which France was governed, that the infurreEtion 

was efteemed a favourable event' as affording a pretence for fend ng over armies, 

for entirely fubduing the .country, for att-ainting the rebels "f-, -and for preparing 

n1eans thence to invade England, and fupport Mary's title to the crown of that 

kingdom. The leaders of th~ congregation, well acquaint:ed with thcfe views, 

MJerc not infenfible of their danger, and fa w that their only fafety confifled in the 

vigour and fuccefs of their meafures. They were encouraged by the intelligence 

received of the fudden death of I-Ienry the fecond ; and having paffed an aB: 

from their own authority, depriv.ing the ~een dowager of the regency, and 

orclering all the French troops to evacuate the kingdom, they collected forces 

to put their edict in execution againfi: them. They became mafters aO'ain of 
0 

Edinburgh ; but found themfe.l ves unable .to keep long poffdfion of that city. 

Their 

rather very abfurd ; and in the meantime it is allowed, that the article is not in the treaty: Nor do 
the congregation in their fubfeq uent manifefio infift upon it. Knox, p. 1 84. 

* Spotfwood, p. 13ft.· Thuan. lib XXIV. c. 10. t Forbcs, vol. I. p. 139. Thuan. l~h. 
~XIV. c. r3. 
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Their tumultuary armies, affembled in hafte, and fupported by no pay, foon 
feparated themfelves upon the 1eaft difafter, or even any delay of fuccefs ; and 
were inca~· able of refifting fuch veteran troops as the French, who were alfo fe-
cor.ded by fome of the Scotch nobility, among whon1 the earl of Bothwel dif-
tinguii11ed himfelf. I-I~aring that the marquis of Elbeuf, brother to the regent, 
was levying a new army againft them in Germany, they thought themfelves ex-
cufable for applying, in this extremity, to the affiftance of England; and as the 
fympathy of religion, as well as regard to national liberty, had now counter-
ballanced the ant" ent animofity againft that kingdom, this meafure was the refult 
of inclination no lefs than of interefl: :f:. Maitland of Ledington, therefore, 
and Robert Mel vil, were fecretly qifpatch,::d by the Congregation to follicit fuc-
cours from Elizabeth. 

Chap. I. 
I 5 5.9• 

THE wife council of Elizabeth deliberated not Iona in affentinO' to this pro- Interpofal of 
. . . . o. 0 

. • . the ~een in 
pofal, wh :ch concurred fo well with their VIews and mterefts. Cecil !n part1- Scotch affairs. 

cular reprefented to the Queen, that the union ,of the cro\vns of Scotland and 
France, both of them the hereditary enemies of England, was ever regarded as 
a very pernicious event ; and her father, as well as prot~Cl:or Somerfet, had em-
ployed every expedient, both of war and negotiation, to prevent it : That the 
claim, which M ary pretended to the crown, rendered the prefent fituation of 
England fl:ill more dangerous, and demanded, on the part of the ~1een, the 
greateft vigilance and precaution: That the capacity, ambition, and exorbitant 
views of the family of Guife, who now entirely governed the French councils, 
were fufficiently known, and they themfelves tnJde no fecret of their defign to 
ad vJnce their niece to the throne of England : 1~hat deeming themfel ves fecure 
of fuccefs, they had already, very imprudently• and prematurely, taken off the 
mafk ; and Throcmorton, the Englifh ambaffador at Paris, fent over, by every 
courier, inconteftible proofs of their hoftile intentions * : That they only waited 
till Scotland fhould be entirely fubducd; and having thus deprived the Engliih 
of the advantage, refulting from their fituation and naval power, they prepared 
means for fubverting the Qyeen's authority : That the zealous catholics in Eng-
land, difcontented with the prefent government, and fatisfied with the legality 

3 I . of 

t The Scotch lords in their declaration fi1y, " How far \Ve have fought fuPfort of En~rlar.d , or of 
,, any other prince, and what jufi: caofe we had and have fo to do, we fh all fl10rt1y n akc man:fcH. 
"' unto the world , to the praife of God's holy n:1me, and to the confufio n of all thoi.c that L mder u3 

'' for fo doing: For this we fear not to cor:fef:, t1 .::t t, as in thi s enter p i7c arrainil: the ce\'il, ag8 inft 
" idolatry and the maintainers of the fame, we chiefly and only fe~l~ God's glory to be notified mltr> 
" men, fin to be puniihed, and virtue to be maint:tined; fo \V here pm\ er f3ilcth of ourfelves, ve \',ill 
" feck it, wherefoever God fhall offer the fame." Knox, p. 176. . 

* Forbes, vol. I. p. 134, 136, 149, I)O, 159, 165, 18r, I9+' zz9, 231, 235-241, r 3. 
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of Mary's title, would bring them confiderable reinforcement~ and would difturb 

every meafure of defence againft that formidable power: That the only expedi
ent for preventing thefe defi'gns was to feize the prefent opportunity, and take 
advantage of a like zeal in the proteftants of Scotland ; nor could any doubt be 
entertained with regard to the juftice of a tneafure, founded on fuch evident ne
ceffity, and directed only to the ends of felf- prefervation: That tho' a French 
war, attended with great expence, feemed the neceffary confequence of fupport
iog the Scotch malecontents, that power, if removed to the continent, could 

never be very formidable ; and a fmall diiburfement at prefent would in the end 
be ~ und the greateft frugality : And that the domeitic diffentions of France, 
wh.ch every day augmented, together with the fupport of Philip, who, notwith

!tancling all his bigotry and hypocrify, would never pern1it the entire conqueft of 

Engl.and_, were fufficient to fecure the ~een againft the dangerous ambition and 

refentment of the houfe of Guife t. 
ELIZABETH's propenfity to caution and reconomy were, tho' with fome dif

ficulty :1:, overcome by thefe powerful motives; and ibe prepared herfelf to [up
port by arn1s and money the declining affairs of the Congregation in Scotland. 

She equiped a fleet, which confifted of thirteen !hips of war; and giving the 
command of it to Winter, fhe fent it to the Firth of Forth : She named the 
young.duke of Norfolk her lieutenant in the northern counties, and affembled at 

Berwic an army of e:ght thoufand men under the command of lord Gray, war

den of the eaft and middle marches. Tho' the court of France, fenfible of the 
danger, offered her to make immediate reftitution of Calais, provided fhe would 

not interpofe in the affairs of Scotland ; ibe refolutely told them, that fhe never 

would put an inconfiderable fiilier·town in competition with the fafety of her 

whole dominions*; and fhe ftill continued her preparations. She concluded a 
treaty of tnutual defence with the congregation, which was to laft during the 
tnarriage of the ~een of Scots with Francis and a year after; and !he promifed 
never to defift till the French had entirely evacuated Scotland+· And having 

thus taken all proper meafures for fuccefs, and received from the Scotch fix .. 

hoftages for the performance of articles, . fhe ordered her fleet and army to be

gin their operations . 

. 
1560

. THE appearanc~ of Elizabeth's fleet in the Firth very n1uch difconcerted 

1 
)th January. the French army, who were at that time ravaging ... the . county of Fife; . 

and 

t Forbes, vo!. I. p. 387. Jebb, vol. I. p. 448. Keith, append. 2+· t Forbes, vol. I 
p. 454, 46o. * Spotfwood, p. 146. + Knox, p. 2r7. Haynes's State Papers, vol. 1: 

p. 153. Rymer, tom. XV. p. 569. 
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and obliged them to make a circuit by Stirling, in order to reach Leith, where Chap. I. 
they fhut themfelves up, and prepared for defence. The Engliili army, rein- 1560

• 

forced by soco Scotch*, fat down before Leith ; and after two fkirmifhes, in 
the former of which, the Engli!h had the advantage, in the latter the French, 
they began to batter the town; and tho' repulfed with confiderable lofs in a ra!h 
and ill conducted affault, they reduced the garrifon to great difficulties. The:r 
difi:refs was augmented by two events; the difperfion by a ftorm of d'Elbeuf ',. 
fleet, which carried a conflderable army on bo:1rd t, and the death of the ~1ecn 
regent, who expired about this time in the cafi:le of Edinburgh ; a woman en, 
dowed with all the capacity which fi1one forth in her family, but pofieffed of 
much more virtue and moderation than appeared in the conduct of the other 
branches of it. The French, who found it i mpoffible to fubfifi: for want of 
provifions, and who faw that the Englifh were continualJy reinforced by new 
numbers, were obliged to capitulate. And the bifhop of Valence and count sth July. 

Randan, plenipotentiaries fro1n France, figned a treaty at Edinburgh \'\'ith Cecil 
and Dr. Wotton, whom Elizabeth had fent to Edinburgh for that purpofe. It Settlement of 
was there ftipulated, that the French fhould, all of them, inftantly evacuate Scotland. 

Scotland; that the King arid Queen of France and Scotland fi1ould thenceforth 
abftain from bearing the arms of England, or afiuming the title of that king-
dom; that farther fatisfaCl:ion for the injury already done in that particular 
fhould be granted Elizabeth ; and that commiffioners fiwuld meet to fettle this 
point, or if they could not agree, that the King of Spain fhould be arbiter be- . 
tween the crowns. Befides thefe ftipulations, which regarded England, fome 
conceffions were granted to the Scotch, which the plenipotentiarie~, in the name 
of the King and ~1een o~ France and Scotland, promifed in the treary '\vith Eliza-
beth to obferve ; that an amnefi:y fhould be publifhed for all paft offences ; that 
none but natives fhould be put into any office in Scotland ; that the ftates fhould 
name twenty-four perfons, of whom the ~1een of Scots fhould chufe feven, and 
the ftates five, and in the hands of thefe twelve ihould the whole adminifi:ration 

be placed during that ~1een's abfence; and that Mary ihould neither make 
peace nor war without confent of the ftates :f:. In order to haften the execution 
of this important treaty Elizabeth fent .fhips, by which the whole French forces 
were tranfported into their own country. 

THus all Europe faw, in the firO: tranfaCl:ion of this reign, the genius and 
capacity of the ~een and her minifters. She difcerned at a difrance the danger, 

3 I 2 which 

* Haynes, vol. I. p. zs6, 259. t lbid.' p. 223. .;t: Rymer, vol. XV. p. 593· Keith 
p. 137. Spotfwocd, p. 147• Knox, p. 229. 
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which threatened her; and took infiantly vigorous meafures to prevent it. · Mak
ing all the poffib e advantages of her fituation, fhe proceeded with celerity to a 
deciflon; and was not diverted by a_ny offers, negotiations, or 'remonfl:rances of 
the French court. She ftopped not till fl1e had brought the matter to a final 
jfil.le ; and had converted that very power, to which her enemjes trufred for her 
deflruB:ion, int'o her firmeft fupport and fecurity. By exz.Cting no improper 
conditions from the Scotch infurgents, even during their greateft d:fhefc.;, fhe 
eftablifhed an entire confidence with them ; and having cemented the union by 
all the tyes of gratitude, intereft and religion, !he now poffdfcd an influence over 
them above what remained even with their native fovereign. The regard which 
fue acquired by this dextrous and fpirited conduCt, gave her every where, abroad 
as well as at home, more authority than had attended her fifi:er, tho' fupported 

by all the power of the Spani{h monarchy ·*. 
THE fubfequent meafures of the Scotch reformers tended fiill more to cement 

their union with Engbnd. Beir.g entirely mafi:ers of the kingdom, they made 
no farther ceremony or fcruple, in fully effeCting their purpofc. In the treaty 
of Edinburgh it had been agreed, that a Parliament or convention fuould foon 
be affembled ; and the leaders of the Congregaticn, not waiting till the ~een 
of Scots fhould ratify that treaty, thought themfelves fully intitltd, without the 
fovereign's authority, immediately to fummon a Parliament. 'The reformers 
prefented a petition to this a:fft'mbly; where they are not contented with defi1 ing 
the eftablifhment of their doCtrine; they alia apply for the puniil1ment of the 
catholics, whom they call vaffals to the Romaa harlot ; and they affert, that, 
amongft all the rabble of the clergy, fuch is their expreffion, there is not one 
lawful minifter ; but that they are, all of them, thieves and murderers ; yea rebels 
and traitors to civil authority ; and therefore unworthy to be fuffered in any re
formed common-wealth t. The Parliament feem to have been a8:uated by the 
fame fpirit of rage and perfecution. After ratifying a confeffion of faith, agree
, able to th~ new dcCtrines, they paffed a fl:atute againl1: the mafs, and not only 
aboliihed it in all the churches, but enacted, that whoever any where, either 
officiated in it or was prcfent at it, fuould be chafi:ifed, for the fir!l offence, with 
confifcation of goods, and corporal punifhment, at the difcretion of the magi
f\:rate; for the fecond, with banifhment; and for the third, "ith lofs of life :f:. 
A law was alfo voted for aboliiliing the papal jurifdiction in Scotiand : The pref .. 
byterian form of difcipline was fettled, leaving only at firfr fome fhadow of au .... 

thority 

• ·Forbes, vol. I. p. 3 54, 37 z. Jebb, vol. II. p. 452. t Ibid4 
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thority to certain ecclefiaftics, whom· they called fuperintendants. The prelates Chap. I, 

of the antient faith appeared in order to complain of great injuftice committed 
1 

seio, 

on them by the invafion of their property, but the Parliament took no notice of 
them ; till at laft, thefe ecclefiaftics, tired witn fruitlefs attendance, departed the 
town. They were then cited to appear; and as no body prefented themfeh es, it 
was voted by the Parliament, that the ecclefiaftics were entirely -fatisfied, and 

found no reafon of complaint. 
SIR James Sandilands, prior of St. John, WJS fent over to France to obtain the 

ratific,'tion of thefe aB:s; but was very ill receiveq 'by the Queen, who abfolutely 
denied the validity of a Parl iament, fummoned without the royal confent ; 

and !he refufed her fanB:ion to thefe Hatutes. But the proteftants gave them-

,felves little concern about their ~een's refufa1. 1~hey immediately put the fta
tutes in execution : They abolifhed the mafs; they fettled their minifters ; they 
committed every where furious devaftations on the monaiteries, and even on the 
churches, which tl,ey thought to be profaned by idolatry ; and efteeming the 
property of the clergy lawful prey, they took poffeffion, without ceremony, of the 
far greater part of the .ecclefiafl:ical revenues. Their new preachers, who had 
authority fufficient to incite them to war and infurrecrion, could not reftrain thejr 
rapacity ; and fan ~tici fm concurring with avarice, an incurable blow was given 
to the papal author ity in that country. The proteftaot nobility and gentry, 
united by the confciou ~nefs of fuch unpardonable guilt, alarmed for their new 
poffeqlons, v.;ell acq ainted with the imperious charaCter of the houfe of Guife,o, 
faw no fafPty for themfelves but in the protection of England; and they cif
patched tv1orton, Glencarne, and Ledington to exprefs their fincere gratitude 
to the ~een for her paft favours, and to reprefent to her the neceffity of con, 

tinuing them. 
ELIZABETH had equal reafon to maintain an union with the Scotch prote- F h fr .• renc a au ·• 

ftants ; and foon found, that the houfe of Guife, notwithfl:anding their pafl: difap-
pointments, had not laid afide the deflgn of contefting her title, and fubverting 
her authority. Francis and I\t1ary, whofe councils were wholly direCted by them, 
refufed to ratify" the treaty of Edi r1 burgh ; and !howed no difpofition to give her 
any fatisfaction for that mortal injury and affront which they had put upon her, 
in, fo openly affum1ng the title and arms of England. She was fenfible of the 
danger attending fuch pretenfions; and it was with pleafure ilie heard of the 
violent factions, which prevailed in the ~French government, and of the oppofi
tion, which had arifen againfl: the meafures of the duke of Guife. That ambi
tious prince, fupported by his four brothers, the cardinal of Lorraine, the duke 
of Aumale, the marquis of Elbeuf, and the grand prior, men no lefs ambitious 

th"m 



Chap. I. 
I)~O. 

4 0 I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

that himfelf, hacl engroffed aH the authority of the crown ; and as he was pof

fdled of every quality, which could command the efteem or feduce the affeCtions 

of men, there appeared no end of his acquiutions and pretenuons. The con-

. ilable Mot tmorency, who had long ballanced his credit, was deprived of all 

rower: The princes of the blood, the King of N avarre and his brother the 

prince of Conde, were entirely exclud d from offices and favour : The Ql:leen

mother herfelf, Catherine de Medicis, found her influence every day declining : 

And as Francis, a young prince, infirm both in mind and body, was wholly go

verned by his fpoufe, who knew no Jaw but the pleafure of her uncles, men 

defpaired of ever obtaining freedom from the dominion of that afpiring family. 

It was the contefts of religion, which firft infpired the French with courage 

openly to oppofe their exorbitant authority. 

THE theological difputes, firft ftarted in the north of Germany, and next in 

Switzerland, countries at that time wholly illiterate, had long ago penetrated 

. into France; and as they were affifted by the general difcontents againft the court 

and church of Rome, and by the zealous fpirit of the age, the profelytes to the 

. new religion were fecretly encreafing in every province. Hen-ry the fecond, in 

imit;::.tion of his father Francis, had oppofed the progrefs of the reformers ; and 

tho' a prince addiCted to pleafure and fociety, he was tranfported by a vehemence, 

. as well as bigotry, which had littlt: place in his predecelfor's conduct. Rigorous 

punilliments had been infliCted on the moft eminent of the proteftant party ; 

and a point of honour feemed to have arifen, whether the one ftB: could exer

. cife or the other fuffer mort barbarity. The death of Henry put fome ftop to 

·the perfecutions; and the people, who had admired the conftancy of the new 

preachers, now heard with favour and prepoffeffion their arguments and doctrines • 

. But the cardinal of Lorraine, as well as his brother, who were polfeffed of the 

legal authority, thought it their intereft to fupport the eftablifhed religion; and 

when they revived the exercife of the penal ftatutes, they neceffariJy engaged 

the malecontent princes and nobles in the protection of the new religion. 1~he 

King of Navarre, a man of mild difpofitions, but of a weak character, and the 

prince of Conde, who poffeffed many heroic qualities, having declared themfelves in 

favour of the protdtants, that feet acquired new force from their countenance ; 

~nd the admiral de Coligni, with his brother Andelot, no longer fcrupled to 

declare tbemrelves open1y of their communion. The integrity of the admiral, 

.who was believed fincere in his profeffion, and his high renown both for valour 

and condutt, for the arts of peace as well as of war, gave credit to the reformers; 

,:and after a fruftrated attempt of ..the malecontents to feize the King's perfon at 

~ Amb ife, 
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Amboife, of which Elizabeth had probably fome intelligence*, every place was Chap. I. · 

full of diftraCl:ion, and 1natters haftened to an extremity between the parties. 
1
5
60 

But the houfe of Guife, tho' thefe factions had obliged them to remit their efforts 

in Scotland, and had been one chief caufe of Elizabeth's fuccefs, were detennined 

not to relinquifh their authority in France, or yield to the violence of their anta

gonifts. They found an opportunity to feize the King of N avarre and the prince 

. of Conde; they threw the former into prifon ; they obtained a fentence of death 4-December ~ . 

againft the latter; and they were proceeding to put the fentence in execution, when 

the King's fudden death faved the noble prifoner, and interrupted the profperity of 
1
5
6

h · 

the duke of Guife. The Q9een-mother was appointed regent to her fon Charles 

the ninth, now in his minority : The King of N avarre was named lieutenant-

general of the kingdom : The fentence againft Conde was annulled : The con-

ftable was recalled to court: And the family of Guife, tho' they frill enjoyed . 

great offices, and great power, now found a counterpoife to their authority. 

ELIZABETH was not diffttisfied to· learn, that her avowed enemies had n1et 

with fo fevere a check, and ibe was determined to m:!ke advantage of it againft , 

the ~een of Scots, whon1 fi1e frill regarded as a dangerous rival. She faw her

felf freed fron1 the perils attending an union of Scotland with France ; and was 

pleafed to find, that fo powerful a prince as the French monarch was no longer a . 

pretender to her crown and kingdoms. But .f11e confidered, on the other hand, . 

~hat the Englifh Catholics, who were very numerous, anJ who were generally 

prejudiced in favour of Mary's title, wvuld now adhere to that princefs with 

more zealous attachment; when they faw, that her fucceffion no longer endan

gered the liberties of the kingdom, and was rather attended with the advantages . 

of producing an entire union with Scotland. She gave orders, therefore, to her 

ambaffador, Throcmorton, a very vigilant and able mini!l:er, to renew his ap

plications to the Queen of Scots, and to require her ratification of the treaty of · 

Edinburgh. But tho~ M ry had defifled, after her hufuand's death, from bear

ing the arms and title of ~een of England, !he frill declined gratifying Eliza

beth in this n1omentous article; and hearkening too much to the ambitious fug

geftions of her uncles, ihe refufej to make any formal renunciation of her pre. 

tenfions. 

MEANWHILE, the ~een-mother of France, who imputed to Mary all the mor .. · 

' tifications which the had met with during Francis's life-time took care to retaliate · 

on her by like. injuries; and the . ~een of Scots, who found her abode in France 
difagreeable, . 

• Forbes, vol. I. p. z 14· Throcmorton, about this time, unwilling to entruft to letters the great-~ 

fecrets committed to him, obtained leave, under fome pretext, to come over t~ LondQn. 
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difagreeable, began to think of returning into her native country. Lord J ames, 
who'had been fent in deputation from the frates to invite her over, feconded this 
intention; and fhe applied to l~ lizat-;eth, by D'Oifel, for liberty to pafs thro' 
England *. But {he received for an 1 wer, that till {he had given fatisfatlion., by 
ratifying the treaty of Edinburgh, fhe could expect no favour fron1 a perfon 
whom fhe had fo much injured. This deni~·~ excited her refentment ; and 
fue made no fcruple of expreffing her fentiments to 1"'hrocn1orton, when I c re
iterated his applications to gratify his mift:ref~ in a demand, whiGh he repreftnted 
as fo reafonable. Having cleared the room of all her attendants, fhe faid to him, 
" I-fow weak I may prove, or how far a woman's fr.~i ! ty may tranfport me, I 
" cannot tell: However, I have no mind to have fo many witneffes of my in
" firmity as your miflrefs had at her audience of my ambaffador, D' Oifd. 
" There is nothing diflurbs me fo much, as the having afl<.ed, with fo much im
" portunity, a favour which it was of no confequence for me to obtain. I can, with 
" God's leave, return to my own country without her leave; as I came to France, 
'' in fpite of all the orpofition of her brother, King Edward: Neither do I want 
" friends, both able and willing, to conduCt me home, as they have brought .me 
" hither ; tho' I was defirous rather to make an experiment of her friendfhip 
" than of the affiftance of any other perfon. I have often heard you fay, that 
" a good correfpondence between her and myfelf would conduce much to the 
'' fecurity and happinefs of both our kingdoms : But were fhe well convinced of 
" this truth, ihe had hardly denied me fo . fmall a requ -. ft. But, perhaps, ilie 
" bears a better inclination to my rebellious fubjeCl:s than to me, their fove
" reign, her equal in royal dignity, her near relation, and the undoubted 
" heir of her kingdoms. Befides her friendfhi?, I afl<. nothing at her hands: 
" I neither trouble her, nor concern myfelf in the affairs of her l-.ingdon1 : Not 
'' tlut I am ignorant, that there are now in England a great many malecontents, 
" who are no friends to the prefent eftablifhrnent. She is pleafed to upbraid me 
" as a perfon little experienced in the world : I freely own it ; but age will cure 
" that defeCt. However, I am old enough to acquit myfelf hondtly and cour
'' teoufly to my friends and relations, and to encourage no reports of her, which 
'' would mifbecome a Queen and her kinf woman. I would alfo fay, by her 
" leave, that I am a ~een as well as fhe, and not altogether friendlefs: And, 
" perhaps, I have as great a foul too ; fo that tnethinks we !hould b~ upon a 
" level in our treatment of each other. As foon as I have confulted the fbtes of 
" n1y kingdom, I fhall be ready to give a reafonable anfwer; and I am the more 
" intent on my journey, that I may be able to n1ake the quicker difpatch in this 

" affair. 

~ Goodall, vol. I. p. 17 5 • 
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" affair. But fhe, it feems, intends to ftop n1y journey ; (o that either fhe will 

" not let me give her fatisfaB:ion, or is refolved not to be fatisfied ; perhaps, on 

" purpofe to keep up the difagreement betwixt us. She has often reproached me 

" with my being young; and I mufl be very young, indeed, and as ill advifed, 
" to treat of n1atters of fuch great concern and importance, without the advice 

" of n1y Parliament. I have not been wanting in any friendly offices to her ; 
" but fhe difbelieves or overlooks them. I could heartily wifh, that I was as 

1 

" near allied to her in affection as in blood : For that, indeed, would be a m oft 

" valuable alliance.*" 

SucH a fpirited reply, notwithftanding the obliging terms interfperfed in it, 
was but ill fitted to conciliate friendfhip between thefe rival princeffes, or cure 

thofe mutual jealoufies which had already taken place. Elizabeth equipped a 
fleet, tmder pretence of purfuing pyrates, but probably with an intention of in-

Chap. I . 
1561. 

tercepting the ~een of Scots in her return homewards. Mary embarked at 19th Auguil:. 

Calais; and p1ffing the Englifh fleet in a fog, arrived fafely at Leith, attended Arrival of 

by her three uncles, the duke of Aumale, the grand prior, and the marquefs Mary in Scot~ 

of Elbeuf; together with the marquefs of Damville, and other French courtiers. land. 

This change of abode and fituation was very little agreeable to that princefs. 
Befides the natural prepoffeffions in favour of a country in which fhe had been 

educated from her earlieil: infancy, and where ihe had borne fo high a rank, ihe 

could not forbear regreting her departure from among that people, fo celebrated 

for their humane and fociable difpofition, and their refpectful attachment to their 

fovereign, and reflecting on the difparity of the fcene which lay before her. It 

is faid, that after !he was embarked at Calais, ih~ kept her eyes fixed on the coaft 

of France, and never turned them from that beloved object, till darknefs feiJ, 

and intercepted it from her view. She then ordered a couch to be fpread for her 

\mder the open air ; and charged the pilot, that, if in the morning the land was 

il:ill in G.ght, he ihould awake her, and afford her one ·parting view of that 

country in which all her affections were centered. The weather proved very 
calm, fo that the !hip made little way in the night-time: And Mary had once 

n1ore an opportunit 1 of feeing the French coaH:. She fat up on her couch, and 

ftilllook.ing to~vards the land, ofren repeated thefe words. " F arewell, France, 

" farewell; I !hall never fee thee more t." The fidl: afpeB:, however, of things 
in Scotland, was more (avourable, if not to her pleafure and happinefs, at leaft 
to her repofe and fecuriiy, than fhe had reafon to apprehend. No fooner did the 

· 3 K · French 

* Caballa, p. 37+· Spot[;\ ood, p. I77· t Keith, p. 179· Jebb, vol. H. p. 48 3. 
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French gallies appear off Leith, than people of all tanks, who had long expeCt
ed their arrival, flocked towards the fhore, with an earneft impatience to behold 

and receive their young fovereign. Some were led by duty, fome by intereft,. 
fome by curiofity; and all combined to exprefs their attachment to her, and to

infinuate themfelves into her confidence, during the commencement of her ad .. 
minifl:ration. She had now reached the nineteenth year of her age; and the 
bloom of her youth, and amiable beauty of her perfon, were farther recommend

ed by the affability of her addrefs, the po1itenels of her manners, and the ele

gance of her genius. vVell accompliil1ed in all the fuperficial, but engaging 

graces of a court, fhe afforded, when better known, frill more promifing indi

cati-ons. of her character; and men prognofticated both humanity from her foft 

and obliging deportment, and penetration from her tafie in all the refined arts of 

mufie, eloquence, and poetry t. And as the Scotch had long been deprived of 
the prefence of their fovereign, whom they once defpaired ever more to behold. 
among them, her arrival feemed to give univerfal fatisfaction ; and nothing, ap

peJred about the court, but fymptoms of affection, joy, and feftivity .. 

THE firft meafures which Mary en1braced, confirmed all the prepoffeffions 

which had been entertained in her favour. She followed the advice which .fhe 
had received in France from D' Oifel and the bifhop of Amiens, as well as her 
uncles; and gave her confidence entirely to the leaders of the reformed party,. 

who had· greateft influence on the people~ and who, fhe found, were alone able· 
to fupport her government. Her brother, lord James,. whom !he foon after 
created earl of 1\tl urray, obta1ned· the chief authority ; and after him, Liding
ton, fecretary of ftate, a man of great fagacity, had a principal !hare in her 
confidence. Bj the vigour of thefe mens meafures Ihe endeavoured to reftore· 
order and police into the cou~try, divided by public faCtions and private feuds ; 
and that fierce and intractable people, unacquainted with laws and obediencej' 

feemed, for a time, to fubmit peaceably to her gentle and prudent adrnini-

ftration. 

"Bigotry of the .BuT there was one drcumfrance which hlafl:ed all thefe promifing appearances-, 
~cotch re- and bereaved Mary of that general favour which her manners and conduct aave 
fu1·me;s. b her juft reafon to exrect. She was fiill a papift; and tho' fhe publi01ed, foon 

after her arrival, a proclamation, requiring every one to fubmit to the eftabli!h
ed religion, the preachers, and their adherents, could neither be reconciled to a 
perfon polluted with fo great an abomination, nor lay afide their jealoufies of her 
future conduCt. It was with great difficulty !he could obtain permifiion for mafs 

t Buchan. lib. xvii. c. 9· Spotfwood, p. 178, 179· Keith, p. tSo. Thuan. lib. xxix. c. 2 • 
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in her own chappel ; and had not the people apprehended, that if fhe had here 
.met with a refufal, fhe would inftantly have returned to France, the zealots never 
would have granted her even that fmall indulgence. The cry was, " Shall that 

Chap. I. 

" idol be fuffered again to be erected within the realm ?" It was alferted in the 
pulpit, that one mafs was more terrible than ten thoufand armed men landed to 

invade the kingdon1 + : Lord Lindefey, and the gentlemen of Fife, exclaimed, 
'' That the idolater fhould die the death;" fuch was their expreffion. One that 
carried tapers for the ceremony of that worfbip, was attacked and infulted in the 
court of the palace. And if the lord J ames, and fame popular leaders, had not 
interpofed, the moft dangerous uproar was juftly apprehended, from the ungo
verned fury of the multitude*. The ufual prayers in the churches were to this 
purpofe: That God would turn her heart, which was obftinate againft him and 
his truth; or if his holy will be otherwife, that he would ftrengthen the hearts 
and hands of the elect, ftoutly to oppofe the rage of all tyrants t. Nay, it was 
o..penly called in queftion, whether that princefs, being an idolater, was entitled 

to any authority, even in civil matters :f:. 
THE helplefs QEeen was every n1oment expofed to contumely, which fhe bore 

with benignity and patience. Soon after her arrival fbe dined in the caft]e of 
Edinburgh; and it was there contrived, that a boy of fix years !hould be ]et 

down from the roof, and !hould prefent her with a bible, a pfalter, and the keys 
of the caftle. Left £he i11ould be at a lofs to under!l:and this infult on her as a 
papifr, the whole decorations exprefied the burning of Corah, Dathan, and Abi
ram, and other punifhments inflicted by God againfr idolatry 11· The town-coun
cil of Edinburgh had the alfurance, from their own authority, to ilfue forth a · 

proclamation, banifhing from their diftrict, " all the wicked rabble of antichrift 
" the pope, fuch as priefts, monks, friars, together with adulterers and forni-
" cators §.'' And becaufe the privy-council fufpended t'he magiftrates for their 
infolence, the paffionate hiftorians ** of that age, have inferred, that the Queen 
was engaged, by a fympathy of manners, to take -adulterers and fornicators un
der her protection. It appears probable, that the magi!l:rates were afterwards re
inftated in their office, and that their proclamation was confirmed t t. 

BuT all the infolence of the people was nothing in comparifon of that which 
was exercifed by the clergy and the preachers ; and they took a pride in vilify
ing, even to her face, this amiable princefs. The alfembly of the church famed 

3 K 2 an 
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an addrefs, in which, after telling ht r, that her mafs \Yas a baftard fervice of God, 
the fountain of all impiety, and the fource of every evil which abounded in the 
realm ; they difcovered their expeCtations, that fl1e would, ere this time, have 
preferred truth to her own pre-conceived opinion, and have renounced her reli
gion, which, they affured her, was nothing but abomination and vanity. They 
faid, that the prefent abufes of government were fo enormous, that if a fpeedy 
remedy was not provided, God would not fail in his anger to fhike the head 
and the tail, the difobedient prince and finful people. They required, that 
fevere puni!hment fuould be infliCted on adulterers and fornicators ; and they 
concluded with demanding for themfelves, fome addition both of power and 

property 11· 

THE ringleader in all thefe infults on majefty was John Knox, who po!Teffed an 
uncontrouled authority in the church, and even in the civil affairs of the nation, and 
who triumphed in the contumelious ufage of his fovereign. His ufual appellation 
for the OEeen was Jezabel; and tho' 1he endeavoured, by the moft gracious eo _ 
d'efcenfion, to win his favour, all her infinuations could gain nothing on his obdu
rate heart. She promifed him accefs to her whenever he demanded it ; and fhe 
even defired him, if he .f?und h:r blameabl: in a~y thing, to reprehend her freely 
in private, r.1ther than vthfy her 1n the pulptt before all the people; but he plain·
ly told her, that he had a public miniftry entrufted to him, that if fhe would 
come to church, ihe fhould there hear the gofpel of truth, and .that it was not his 
bufinefs to apply to every individual, nor had he leifure for that occupation*. 
The political principles of the man, which he communicated to his brethren, 
were as full of [edition as his theological were of rage and bigotry. Tho' he 

once condefcended fo far as to tell the ~1een, that he would fub1nit to her, in the 
fame manner that Paul did to N ero t; he remained not long in this dutiful ftrain, 
He faid to her, that " Samuel feared not to flay 1-1gag, the fat and delicate King 
" of Arnalek, whom King Saul had faved : Neither fpared Elias Jezabel's falfe 
" prophets, and Baal's priefts, tho' King Ahab was prefent. Phineas," added 
he, " was no magiftrate; and yet feared he not to il:rike Cofbie and Zimri in 
" the very atl: of filthy fornication. And fo, madam, your grace may fee, 
" that others than chief magiftrates may lawfully inflict puniihment on fuch 
" crimes as are condemned by the law of God :j:." Knox had formerly, durino
the reign of Mary of Englan i, wrote a book againil: female fuccefiion to th~ 
crown : The title of it is, The firfl blafl of the trumpet againft the monflrous regi

men of women. He was too proud _either to recant the tenets of this book, or 

even 

* Ibid. p. 310. t Ibid. p. 288. t Ibid. p. 3 z6. 
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even to apologize for them; and his conduct !hewed, that he thought no more Chap. I. 

civility than loyalty was due to any of the female fex. '5
61

• 

THE whole life of Mary, from the demeanour of thefe men, was filled with 
bitternefs and forrow. This-ruftic apoftle fcruples not, in his hiftory, to inform 
us, that he once treated her with fuch feverity, that fhe loft all- command of her 
temper, and diifolved into tears before him: Yet fo far from being moved with 
youth, and beauty, and royal dignity reduced to that condition, he perfevered in 
his infolent reproofs ; and when he relates this incident, he even difcovers a vifible 
pride and fatisfacHon in his own conduct*. The pulpits had become nothing 
but fcenes of railing againft the vices of the court; among which was always 
noted as the principal, feafting, finery, dancing, balls, and whoredom their ne .. 
ceffary attendant t. SJme ornaments, which the lad its at that time wore upon 
th~ir petticoats, excited n1ightily the indignation of the preachers, and they af .. 
firmed, that fuch vanity would provoke God's vengeance, not only againil: thefe 
fooli!h women, but againft the whole realm t• 

. MAR v, whofe age, -and condition, and education, invited her to liberty and 
cheerfulnefs, was curbed in every amufement, by the abfurd feverity of thefe re
formers ; and fhe found each moment reafon to regret her leaving that country 
from whofe manners 1he had in her early youth received the firft impreffions 11· 
Her two uncles, the duke of Aumale, and the grand prior, with the other French 
nobility, foon took their leave of her: The marquefs of El beuf remained fome 
tin1e longer; but after his departure, fhe was left alone to the fociety of her own 
fubjects ; men at that time unacquainted with the pleafures of converfation, ig
norant of arts and civility, and corrupted beyond their ufual rufticity by a difmal 
fanaticifm, which rendered them uncapab1e of all humanity or improvement. 
Tho' fhe had made no attempt to reftore the ancient religion, her popery was a 
fufficient crime: Tho' her b~haviour was hitherto irreproachable, and her man
ners fweet and engaging, her gaiety and eafe were interpreted as figns of diffo1ute 
vanity. And to the harfh and prepofterous ufage which this prinrefs ~et 
with, may, in part, be afcribed thofe errors of her fubfequent conduct, which 
feemed to be fo little of a piece with the general tenor of her character. 

THERE happened to the marquefs of Elbeuf, before his departure, an adven
ture which, tho' frivolous, might enable hi1n to give Mary's friends in France, 
a very melan.choly idea of her fituation. This nobleman, with the earl of Both
wel, and fon1e other young courtiers, had been engaged, after a debauch, to pay 
a vifit to a woman called Alifon Craig, who was known to be liberal of her fa-

vours; 

• Knox, p. 332, 333· t Ibid. p. 322. :t. lbiJ. p. 3 30· 11 Ibid. p. 294. 
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vours ; and becaufe they were denied entrance, they broke the windows, thruft 

open the door, and committed fome diforders, in fearching for the damfel. It 

happened that the affembly of the church was fitting at that time, and they in1· 

n1ediately took the matter under their cognizance. J n conjunCtion with feveral of 

the nobility, they prefented an addrefs to the Q.Eeen, which was introduced with 

this awful.prelude. " To the ~een's majefi:y, and to her fecret and great coun. 

u ci1, her grace's faithful and obedient fubjeets, the profeffors of Chrifi: J efus's -

" holy evangil wiih the fpirit of righteous judgment.'' The tenor of the pe .. -

tition was, that the fear of God, the duty which they owed her grace, and the 

terrible threatenings denounced by God againfi: every city or country where hor. 

rible crimes are openly committed, compelled them to demand the fevere punifh

ment of fuch as had done what in them lay to kindle the wrath of God againft 

the whole realm: rfhat the iniquity of which they complained, was fo heinous, 

and fo horrible, that they would efi:eem themfelves accomplices in it, if they had 

been engaged by worldly fear, or fervile complaifance, to pafs it over in filence, 

or bury it in oblivion : That as they owed her grace obedience in the adminifi:ra

tion of juftice, fo were they entitled to require of her, in return, the fharp and 

condign punifhment of this enormity, which, they repeated it, might draw down 

the vengeance of God on the whole kingdom : And that they infifted on it to be 

her duty to lay afide all private affeCtions towards the aCtors in this heinous crime 

and enormous villainy, and without delay bring then1 to a trial, and inflict the 

fevereil: penalties upon them. The Q1een gave a gracious reception to this pe· 

ren1ptory addrefs; but becaufe ihe probably thought, that breaking the windows 

of a brothei merited not fuch fevere reprehenfion, fhe only replied, that her uncle 

was a fhanger, and that he was attended with a young company : But fhe fhould 

put fuch order to him and to all others, that her fubjetl:s ihould henceforth have 

no reafon to complain. Her palling over this incident fo fiightly, was the fource 

Qf great difcontent, and was regarded as a proof of the moft profligate man-

n s *. It is not to be omitted, that Alifon Craig, the caufe of all the uproar, 

was known to entertain a commerce with the earl of Arran, who, on account of ' 

his great zeal for the reformation, was, without fcruple, indulged in that enor .. 

mity t. 
SoME of the populace of Edinburgh broke into the ~1een's chappe1 during 

her abfence, and cotnmitted fome outrages; for which two of them were indiCl:ed, 

and it was intended to bring them to a trial. Knox wrote circular letters to the 

m oH: conGderable zealots of the party, and charged them to appear in town, and 

oroteCl: their brethren. The holy facraments, he there faid, are abufed by pro-

phane 
~ . Knox, P· JOZ, 303, 304· Keith, p. sog. t Knox. lbjd. 



E L I Z A B E T H. 439 

phane papifts ; the mafs has been faid ; and in worfhiping that idol, the priefts 
have omitted no ceremony, not even the conjuring of their accurfed water, that had 
ever been practifed in the time of the greateft blindnefs. Thefe violent n1eafures 
for oppofing juftice differed little from rebellion ; and Knox was fummoned 
before the council to anfwer for his offence. The courage of this man was equal 
to his infolence. He fcrupled not to tell the ~een, that the peftilent papifts, 
who had enflamed her againfr thefe holy men, were the fons of the devil ; and 
muft the.refore obey the direttions of their father, who had been a liar and a man
·flayer from the beginning. The matter ended with the full acquital of Knox * • 

Randolf, the Englifh ambaifador in Scotland-at this time, had reafon to write to 
CeciJ, fpeaking of the Scotch nation : "' I think marveloufiy of the wifdom of 
~" God, that gave this unru1:Y, inconftant, and cumberfome people no more 
u power nor fubftance: For they would orherwife run- wild t." 

WE have related thefe drcumftances at greater length, than the neceffity of 
our fubjeet may feen1 to require: But even trivial incidents, which 1bow the 
n1anners of the age, are often more inftruB:ive, as well as entertaining, than the 
great tra.nfaetions of· wars and negotiations, which are pretty fimilar in all P.e
riods and in all countries of the world. 

'THE reformed clergy in Scotland had, at tli.at ti.me, a ver.y natural reafon for 
their ill humour, viz. the poverty or rather beggary to which they were reduced: 
The nobility and gentry had at firft laid their hands on all the property of the 
regular clergy, without making any provifion for the friars and nuns, whom they 
turned out of all their polfeffioVls. The fecular clergy of the catholic com_ 
munion, tho' they loft all ecclefiaffical jurifdietion, ftill held fome of the tempora
lities of their benefices ; and either became laymen themfelves, and converted then1 -
into perpetual property, or made conveyance of them at low prices to the no
bility, who thus enriched themfeLves by the plunder of the church. The new 
teachers had hitherto il.1bfifled chiefly by the voluntary oblations of the fa · thful ; 
and in a poor country, divided in religious fentiments, this efl:ablifhment was . 
regarded as very fcanty and very precarious. Repeated applications were made 
for a legal fettlement to the preachers; and tho' almof1: every thing in the king -:-

- dom was governed by their zeal and caprice, it was with difficulty that their re
queft was at laft complied with. The fanatical fpirit which they indulged, and. 
their induftry in decry~ng the principles and praCtices of the Romifh communion, 
which placed fuch a merit in enriching the clergy, proved now a very fenfible · 
obftacle to their acquifitions. The boundaries of the royal power were, during. 

4=- that. 

~ Knox, P· 336, 34.2· t Keith, p. zoz •. 
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that age, more uncertain in Scotland than even in England~ ; and the privy coun
cil alone thought themfelves intitled, without a Parliament, to regulate this im
portant matter. They paired a vote*, by which they divided all the ecclefiaftica 
benefices into twenty-one parts : They affigned fourteen to the antient polfefiors: 
Of the remaining feven, they granted three to the crown ; and if that was found 
to anfwer the public expences, they beftowed the overplus on the reformed mi
nifters. The Queen was empowered to levy the whole feven ; !nd it was or
dained, that fhe ibould afterwards pay to the clergy what fhould be j~dged to 
fuffice for their maintenance. The neceffities of the crown, the rapacity of the 
courtiers, and the fmall affeB:ion which Mary bore the proteftant ecc1efiaftics, 
rendered their revenues very contemptible as well as uncertain; and the preachers, 
finding that they could not rival the gentry, nor even the middling rank of 
men in opulence and plenty, were neceffitated to be take themfel ves to other expe
dients for fupporting their authority. They affected a furious zeal for religion, 
morofe manners, a vulgar and familiar, and yet myfterious, cant; and tho' the 
·liberality of fubfequent princes put them afterwards on a better footing with re
gard to revenue and thereby correCted in fome degree thefe vicious habits; it muft be 
confeffed, that, while many other advantages attend prefbyterian government, thefe 
inconveniencies are not eafily feparated from the genius of that ecclefiaftical polity. 

THE Queen of Scots, defl:itute of all force, polfeffing a narrow revenue, 
furrounded with a facrious turbulent nobility, a bigoted people, and infolent 
ecclefiaftics, foon found, that her only expedient for maintaining tranquillity was 
to preferve a good correfpondence with t Elizabeth, who by former engagements 
and fervices, had acquired fuch authority over all thefe ranks of men. Soon 
after her arrival in Scotland, fecret.ary Lidington was fent to . London, in order 
to pay her compliments to the ~1een, and exprefs her defire of friendfhip and a 
good correfpondence ; and he received a commiffion from her, as well as from~ 
the Scotch nobility, to demand, as a n1eans of cementing this friendihip, that 
Mary fhould, by aB: of Parliament or by Proclamation (for the difference be
tween thefe fecurities was not then efteemed very confiderable) be declared fucceffor 
to the crown. No requeft could be more unreafonable, or made at a more improper 
junB:ure. The ~een replied, that Mary had once difcovered her intention not 
to wait for the fucceffion, but had openly, without ceremony or re ferve, alfumed 
the title of ~een of England, and had pretended fuperior right to her throne . 
.and ki··gdom: That tho' her ambaffadors, and thofe of her hufband, the French 
King, had figned a treaty, where they renounced that claim, and promiled fatif
faCtion for fo great an indignity, fhe was fo intoxicated with this imaginary 

right, 
~ Knox, p. 296. Keith, p. 210. i Jebb, vol. II. p. 456. 
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t13ht, that fhe had rejected the moft earneft follicitations, and even, as fomc 
endeavoured to perfuade her, incurred fome danger in crolling the feas, rather 
than ratify that equitable treaty: That her partizans every where had il:ill the 
affurance to infift on her title, and had prefumed· to talk of her own birth as 
fpurious and illegitimate : That while affairs were on this footing; while a cL1in1 
thus openly made, fo far from being openly renounced, was only fuffended tili 
a more convenient opportunity ; it would in her be the mofl: egregious impru
dence to fortify the hands of a pretender to her crown, by declaring her the fuc
ceffor: That no expedient cou 1d be worfe imagined for cementing friend.fhip than 
fuch a d~claration, and Kings were often found to bear no good will to their fuc
ceffi)rs, even tho' their own children; much more when the connexion was fo 
much Iefs intimate, and when fuch caufe of difguft and jealoufy had already been 
given, and indeed was fiill continued, on the part of Mary : That tho' the was 
willing, from the amity which ihe bore her kinfwoman, to a£; ribe her former 
pretenfions to the advice of others, by whole direCtion !he was then governed; 
her refufal to relinquifh them could proceed only from her own prepoffeffions, 
and were a proof that !he Hill retained fame dangerous projeCt againfr her: That 
it was the nature of all men to be difgufl:ed with the prefent, to entertain flatter
ing views of futurity, to think their fervices ill rewarded, to expeCt a better 
recompence frotn the fucceffor; and fhe would efteem herfelf fcarce half a fove
reign over the Engliih, if they faw her declare her heir, and arm her rival with 
authority againft her own repofe and fafety: 'That {he knew the inconfiant nature 
of the people; fhe was acquainted with the prefent di vifions in religion ; fl1e was 
not ignorant, that the fame party, which expeCted greateft favour during the 
reign of Mary, did alfo imagine, that the title of that princefj was fup.:rior to 
her own: 1 hat for her part, whatever cLims were advanced, Ihe was determined 
to live and die ~een of England ; and after her death, it was the bufinefs of 
()thers to examine who had the beft pretenfions, either by the laws or by right 
cf blood, to the fucceffion : That ilie hoped the Q_ueen of Scots's claim would: 
then be found preferable; and confidering the injury, which ihe herfelf had re~ 
ceived, it was fufficient indulgence, if ilie promifed, in the mean tim , to do 
nothing which might, in any refpect, weaken or invalidate that claim : And that 
Mary, if her title was really fuperior, a point, which, for her ovvn part, fhe had 
never enquired into, pof.Teffed all advantages above her rivals; who, dcfiitute 
both of prefent power, and of all fupport by friends, would only expafe th m
~ lves to inevitable ruin, by advancing any weak, or even doubtful pretenfions ~. 

3 L THESE 
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Cha'). I. THESE views of the ~een were fo prudent and judicious, that th~re was no 

1561 • likelihood of her ever departing from them: But that !he might put the matter to 

a fuller proof, lhe offered to explain the words of the treaty of Edinburgh, fo as 

to leave no fufpicion of their excluding Mary"s right of fucceffion * ; and in this 

form, fhe again required her to ratify that treaty. Matters. at laft came to this 

iffue, that Mary agrl ed to the propofal, and offered to renounce all prefent pre

tenfions to the crown of England, provided Elizabeth would agree to declare her 

the fucceffor t. But fuch was the jealous charaCter of this latter princefs, that · 

lhe never would conft nt to ftrengthen the intereft and authority of any claimant}" 

by fixing the fucceffion ; much lefs would ihe make this conceffion in favour of 

a rival ~een, who po1feffed fuch plaufible pretenfions for the prefent,. and who;. 

tho' fhe might verbally refign them) could eafily refume her title on the firft op .. 

portunity. Mary's den1and, however, bore fo fpecious an appearance of equity. 

and juftice, that Elizabeth, fenfible that reafon would be deemed to lie entirely 

on that fide, made no more mention of the matter ; and tho' no farther concef

.fions were made by either Princefs, they put on all the appearances of a cordial 

\Vife govern .. reconcilement and friendfhip with each othtr. The ~een obferved, that, even- -

~1e~tofEliza .. without her interpofal, Mary was fufficiently depreJTed bJ the mutinous difpofition 

tt • of her own fnbjetl:s; and inftead of giving Scotland, for the prefent, any un· 

'luietude or difturbance, fhe employed herfelf, much more ufefully and laudably,. 

in regulating the affairs of her own kingdom, and promoting the happinefs of her

people. She made fome progrefs in paying thofe great debts which lay upon the 

crown : ihe regulated the coin, which had been extremely debafed by her prede-. 

ceffors; fhe furnifhed her arfenals with great quantities of arms from Germany and: 

other places; engaged her gentry and nobility to imitate her example in this parti

cular ; introduced into the kingdom the art of making gun-powder and brafs can

non; fortified her fronti-ers on the fide of Scotland;., made frequent reviews of the 

militia; encouraged agriculture by allowing a free exportation of corn ; promoted, 

trade and navigation ; and fo much encreafed the lhipping of her -kingdom, both· 

by building v.effels-of force herfelf, and fuggefting like undertakings to the n1er

chants,. that lhe was juftly. ftiled the reftorer of naval glory, and the ~een o£ 

the northern feas :f:.. The natural frugality of her temper, fo far from difqualify-. 

ing her for thefe great enterpriz.es, only enabled her to execute them with greater. 

certainty and fuccefs; a11d all the world faw in . her conduct the happy effects of· 

a vigorous perfeverance. in judicious and well conduCted projeets •. 

• Spotfwood, p. 181. 
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IT is eafy to imagine, that fo great a princefs, who enjoyed fuch felicity and 
renown, would receive propofals of marriage from every one, who had any like
lihood of fucceeding ; and tho' fhe had made fome public declarations in favour 
of a fingle life, few believed, that !he would perfevere forever in that refvlution. 
The archduke Charles, fecond fon to the emperor*, as well as CaGmir, fon to the 
eleaor palatine, n1ade applications to her; and as this latter prince made proreffion 
of the reformed religion, he thought himfelf, on this account, better intitled to 
fucceed in his addrelfes. Eric, King of Sweden, and Adolph, duke of Holftein, 
were encouraged by the fame views to become fuitors ; and the earl of Arran, heir 
to the crown of Scotland, was, by the frates of that kingdom, recommended to her 
as a fuitable marriage. Even fome of her own fubjects, tho' they did not openly 
declare their pretenfions, entertained hopes of fuccefs. The earl of Arundel,. a per
fon declining in years, but defcended from a very antient and noble family, as well 
as polfeffed of great riches, flattered himfelf with this profpect ; as did alfo Sir Wil
liam Pickering, a man much e!l:eemed for his perfonal n1erit. But the perfon mofl: 
likely to fucceed, was a younger fon of the late duke of Northumberland, the lord 
Robert Dudley, who, by means of his exterior qualities, joined to addrefs and 
flattery, had become, in a manner, her declared favourite, and had great influence 
in all her councils. The lefs worthy he appeared of this diftinction, the more was 
his great favour afcribed to fome viol~nt affection, which could thus feduce the 
judgment of this penetrating princefs; and men long expected, that he would obtain 
the preference above fo many princes and monarchi. But the ~een gave all thefe 
fuitors a gentle refufal, which frill encouraged their purfuit; and fhe thought, 
that ihe fhould the better attach them to her interefts, if they were frill allowed 
to entertain hopes of fucceeding in their pretenfions. It is alfo probable, that 
this policy was not entirely free from a mixture of female coquetry; and that, 
tho' fhe was determined in her own 111ind never to !hare her power with any 
man, fhe was not difpleafed with the courtfhip, follicitation, and profefflons of 
love, which the defire of acquiring fo valuable a prize, procured her from all 
quarters. 

WHAT is m oft fin gular in the conduCt: and charaCter of Elizabeth, is, that, 
tho' ihe was determined never to have any heir of her own body, lhe was not 
only extremely averfe to fix any fucceffor to the crown; but feetns a1fo to have 
refolved, as far as lay in her power, that no one, who had pretenflons to the 
[ucceffion, ihould ever have any heirs or fuccdfors. After the exclufion given by 

3 L 2 the 
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the will of Henry VIII. to the pofterity of Margaret', ~een of Scotland, the 
rioht to the crown devolved on the houfe of Suffolk; and the lady Catherine 

0 

Gray, younger fifter to the lady J ane, was now the heir of that family. This 
lady had teen married to the lord Herbert, fon to the earl of Pembroke ; but 
ha;ino been divorced from that nobleman, ihe had entered into a private contract 

0 

with the earl of Hartford, fon to the proteCtor ; and her hufband, foon after 

confummation, travelled jnto France. In a little time fhe appeared to be preg
nant, which fo enraged Elizabeth, that fhe threw her into the Tower, ana fum
n1oned him to appear, in order to anfwer for his mifdemeanor. He made no 
fcruple to acknowlege the marriage, which, tho' concluded without the Queen's 
confent, was entirely fuitable to both parties ; and for this offence he was lfo 

committed to the Tower. Elizabeth's feverity flopped not here: She iffued a 

commiffion to enquire into the matter; and as Hartford could not, within the 
time limited, prove the nuptials by witneffes, their commerce was declared un

lawful, and their pofterity illegitimate. They were frill continued in cuftody; 

but by bribing their keepers, they found means to have farther intercourfe ; and 
an~ther child appeared to be the fruit of their commerce. 'Fhis was a fre!h fource 

of vexation to the ~een ; who made a fine of fifteen thoufand pounds be fet on 
Hartford by ·the Star- Chamber, and ordered his confinement. to be thenceforth 
frill more rigid and fevere. He lay in this condition for nine years, till the 

death of his wife, by freeing Elizabeth from all fears, procured him his liberty*. 
This extreme feverity muft be accounted for, either by the unrelenting jealoufy 

of the ~een, who was afraid that any pretendt r to the fucceffion would acquire 

credit by having iffue; or by her malignity, which, with all her great qualities, 

made one ingredient in her charaCter, and which led her to envy in others thofe 

natural pleafures of love and pofterity, of which her own ambition and defire of 
dominion made her renounce all profpeB: for herfelf. 

THERE happened, about this time, fome other events in the royal family, 

where the ~1een's cor~duct was more laudable. Arthur Pole, and his brother, 

nephews to the late cardinal, and defcended from the duke of Clarence, brother 
to Edward the fourth, together with Anthony Fortefcue, who had married a 
fifter of thefe gentlemen, and fom~ other perfons, were brought to their trial for 

confpiring to withdraw into France, with a view of receiving fuccours from 
the duke of Guife, of returning thence into Wales, and proclaiming Mary ~een 
()f England, and Arthur Pole duke of Clarence. They confeffed the indiCtment, 

bu 
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but a!ferted, that they never intended to execute thefe projeB:s during t r. 
life-time : They had only efteemed fuch precautions requifite in cafe of her 
death, which, fome pretenders to judicial aftrology had affured then, they 
111ight with certainty look for before the year expired They wet e conden1ned oy 
the jury ; but received their pardon from the ~een's clemency 11· 

C H A P • . II. 

State if Europe .. -Cz'vil wars of France.-Havre de Grace put uz 
pojfe/}ion of the Englijh.- A P.arliament. --Havre lo.fl.
Scotch a.fjairs.-'rhe ~een of Scots marr:z'es the earl of Darnle)'· 
-Confederacy againfl the Pr.oteftants.--Murder of R2'zzz'o.
A Parlt'ament.-Murder of Darnley.--&<yeen of Scots marr.ie 
Bothrzoel.--Infitrreflions in Scotland.-- Impr~fonment of Mary. 
-Mary jlt'es z"nto England.--Conferences at rork and Rtmpton
Court. 

A FTER the commencement of the religious wars in France, which rcn- 1s62. 

dered that flourifhing kingdom, during the courfe of near forty years, a State ofEu· 
fcene of horror and devaftation, the great rival powers in Europe were Spain and rope. 

England; and it was not 1ong before an animofity, firft political, then perfonal, 
broke out between the fovereigns of thefe countries. 

PR I LIP the fecond of Spain, tho' he reached not any enlarged views' of policy, 
was endowed with great indufl:ry and fagacity, a remarkable caution in his enter
prizes, an unufual forefight in all his meafures ; and as he was ever cool and un
rr,oved by paffion, and poffeifed neither talents nor inclination for war, both his 
fubjeB:s and his neighbours had reafon to expect great j ufl:ice, happinefs and tran
qJillity, from his adminiilration. But prejudices had on him a more pernicious ef. 
feet than ever paffions had on any other monarch; and the fpirit of bigotry and 
tyranny, by which he was aCtuated, with the fraudulent maxims which governed 
hLs councils, excited the moft violent agitation among his own people, engaged 
him in acts of the mofr enormous cruelty, and threw all Europe into combuftion. 

AFTER Philip had concluded peace at Cambray, and had remained fome time 
·n. the Netherlands, in order to fettle the affairs of that country, he embarked for 

Spain; 

11 Strype, vol. I. p. 333· Heylin, p. 1 54~ 



Chap. II. 
1)62. 

I-I I S T 0 R. Y o P E N G L A N D; 

Spain; and as the gravity of that nation, with their refpeEtful obedience to the1r 
prince, had appeared much more agreeable to his hurnour, than the homely ~a-
n1iliar manners, and the pertinacious liberty of the Flemifh, it was expected,. 
that he would relide altogether at Madrid, and govern all his extenlive don1inions 
by Spanifh minifrers and Spanifh councils. Having met with a violent tempeft 
on his voyage, he no fooner arrived in harbour, than he fell on his knees, and 
after giving thanks for this deliverance, he vowed, that his life, which was thus 
providentially faved, !hould be thenceforth entirely dedicated to the extirpation 
of herefy *. His fubfequent conduct correfponded to thefe profeffions. Finding 

that the new doctrines had penetrated into Spain, he let loofe the rage of perfe

C!:ution againft all who profdfed them, or were fufpected of adhering to thetn ; and 

by his violence he gave new edge, even to the unrelenting cruelty of priefts and in

quilitors. He committed to cuftody Conftantine Ponce, who had been confeifor 
to his father, the emperor Charles; who had attended him during his retreat; 
and in whofe arms that great monarch had terminated his life: And after this ec

clefiaftic died in prifon, he ftill ordered him to be tried and condemned for here

fy, and his ftatue to be committed to the flames. He even deliberated, whether 

he fhould exercife like feverity againft the memory of his father, who was fufpeCt
ed, during his latter years, to have indulged a propenGty towards the Lutheran 
principles : In his furious zeal for orthodoxy, be fpared neither age, fex, nor 
condition: He was prefent, with an inflexible countenance, at the moft barbar

ous executions: He iifued rigorous orders for the profecution of heretics, in 

Spain, Italy, the Indies, and the Low Countries: And having founded his de
termined tyranny on maxims of civil policy, as well as on principles of religion, 
a11 his fubjet:l:s faw, that there was no method, except the moft entire compliance, 
or mofi: obftinate reliftance, to efcape or elude the feverity of his vengeance. 

DuRING that extreme animofity which prevailed between the adherents of the 
oppofite religions, the civil magifl:rate, who found it difficult, if not impoffible, 
for the fame laws to govern fuch enraged adverfaries, was naturally led by fpeci
ous rules of prudence, in embracing one party, to declare war againft the other, 
and to exterminate, by fire and fword, thofe bigots, who, from abhorrence of 
~is religion, had proceeded to an oppofition of his power, and to an hatred of 
his perfol). If any prince poifeffed fuch enlarged views as to forefee, that a mu

tual toleration would in time abate t~ fury of religious prejudices, he yet met 

with difficulties in reducing this principle to praCtice ; and might deem the ma· 
lady too violent to await a remedy, which, tho' certain, muft neceffarily be flow 

in its operations, But Philip, tho' a profound hypocrite, and extremely govern-

f ed 
• 'Thuanus, lib. :¥xiii. cap. 14. 
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ed by felf-intereft, feems alfo to have been himfelf aB:uated by an imperious bi
gotry; and as he employed great refleCtion in all his conduct, he could eafily 
palliate the gratification of his natural temper under the colour of wifdom, and 
find in this fyftem no lefs advantage to his foreign than his domefi:ic politics. By 
placing himfelf at the head of the cathoiic party, he converted the zealots of the 
ancient faith into partizans of the Spanifh greatnefs; and by employing the pow
erful allurement of religion, he feduced every where the fubjects from that allcgi ... 
ance which they owed their native fovereign. 

THE courfe of events, guiding and concurring with choice, had placed Eli
zabeth in a fituation diametrically oppofite; and had raifed her to be the glory, 
the bulwark, and the fupport of the numerous, tho~ frill perfecuted protefi:ants, 

, throughout all Europe. More moderate in her temper than Philip, £he found, 
with pleafure, that the principles of her feet required not fuch extreme feverity 
in her domeftic government, as was exercifed by that monarch; and having no. 
object but felf-prefervation, fhe united her interefis. in all foreign negociation£ 
with thofe who were every where ftruggling under oppreffion, and guarding 
themfelves againft ruin and extermination. The more virtuous fovereign was 
thus happily thrown into the more favourable caufe ; and fortune, in this in
fiance, concurred with policy and nature. 

DuRING the life-time of Henr.y the fecond · and his fLJcceffor, the force of thefe 
principles was fomewhat refi:rained, tho' not altogether overcome, by the mo
tives of a fuperior intereft; and the dread of uniting England with the French 
monarchy, engaged Philip to maintain a good correfpondence with E lizabeth. 
Yet even during. this period he rejected the garter which ihe fent him ; he refufed 
to ratify the ancient league between the houfe of Burgundy and England*; he · 
f..urni!hed !hips to tranfport the French forces into Scotland ; he endeavoured to 
intercept the earl of Arran, who was haftening to join the malecontents in that 
<!ountry; and the Qgeen's wifeft. miniflers ftill regarded his friendihip as hol!ow 
and precarious t. But no fooner did the death of Franc is the fecond put. an end 
to Philip's apprehenfions with regard to Mary's fucceffion,. than his animofity 
againft Elizabeth began more openly to appear, and the interefts. of Spain and ' 
England were found oppofite in every negociation and tranfaction. 

THE two great monarchies of the continent, France and Spain, being poffeffed1 
of nearly equal force, were naturally antagonifts; and England, from its power 
and fituation, was in~itled to fupport its own dignity, as well as tranquillity, by 

holdin~ 

· * Digges' Compleat ambalrador, p. 369. Haynes, p. 585 . Strype, vol. l'V.. No .z46, 
f Haynes, vol, I. p. z8o, z81, z83, 284. 
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holding' the ballance 'betwcen them. \Vhatever incident, therefore, tendea too 

n1uch to deprefs any one of thefe rival powers, as it left the other without con

troul, n1ight be deemed contrary to the intereft of England: Yet fo much were 

thefe great maxims of policy over-ruled, during that age, by the difputcs of 

theology, that Philip found an advantage in fupporting the eftablifhed govern: 

ment and religion of France; and Elizabeth in protecting faCtion and inno-

vation. 

THE Queen-regent of France, . when re-inftated in authority by the death of 

her fon, Francis, had formed a plan of adminiftration more fubtile than judi

ci~us; and ballancing the Catholics \\ ith the Hugonots, the duke of Guife with 

the prince of Conde, fhe endeavoured to render herfelf neceffary to both, ar:d to 

eilabli!h her own dominion on their con Grained obedience t. But the equal coun
terpoife of power, which, among foreign nations, is the fource of tranquillity, 

proves always the ground of quarrel between domeftic factions ; and if the ani

n1ofity of religion concur with the frequent occafions which prefent themfelves of 

mutual injury, it is impoffible, during any time, to preferve a firm concord in fo 

delicate a fi_tuation. The conftable, Montmorency, moved by concern for the 
ancient faith, joined himfelf to the duke of Guife: The King of Navarre, from 

his incon!l:ant temper, and his jealoufy of the fuperior genius of his bFother, 
embraced the fame party : And Catherine, finding herfelf depreffed by this corn .. 

bination, had recourfe to G:onde and the hugonots, who gladly embraced the 

opportunity of fortifying themfel ves by her countenance and protedion 11. An 

edict had been publiihed, granting a toleration to the protcftants ; but the inter

efl:ed violence of the duke of GuiCe, covered with the pretence of religious zeal, 

brol e thro~ this agreement; and the two parties, after the fallacious trJnquillity 

of a moment, renewed their mutual infults and injuries. Conde, Coligni, An

oelot, affembled their friends, and flew to arms: Guife and Montmorency got 
poffeffion of the King's perfon, and conftrained the Queen-regent to embrace 

their party : Fourteen armies were levied and put in atlion in different places of 

France* : Each province, each city, each family, was agitated with inteftine 

rage and animofity. The fat~1er was divided againft the fon ; the brother againft 

the brother; and women themfelves, facrificing their hum.anity as well as their 

timidity to the religious fury, di!l:inguifhed themfelves' by acts of feroGity and 

valour t. \Vherever the hugonots prevailed, the images \vere broke, the altars 
pillaged, the churches demolifhed, the monafieries confumed with fire: vVhere 

fuccefs attended the catholics, they burned the bibles, re-baptized the infants, 
conftrained 

! Davila, lib. jj, Ibid. lib. iii. * F01.ther P.aul, lib. vii. t Ioid. 
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onftrained married perfons to pafs anew thro' the ceremony: And plunder, de- C!1ap. n. 
1'1... 1 56 ... folation, and bloodmed attended equally the triumph of both parties. The Par-

liament of Paris itfelf, the feat of law and juftice, inftead of employing its au-
thority to compofe thefe fatal quarrels, publif11ed an ediCt, by which it put the 
fword into the hands of the enraged multitude, and empowered the catholics 
every where to maifacre "the hugonots t : And it was during this period, when 
men began to be fomewhat enlightned, and in this nation, renowned for poliO -
ed 1nanners, that the theological rage, which had long been boiling in mens 
veins, feems to have attained its laft ftage of virulence and ferocity. 

PHILIP, who was jealous of the progrefs which the hugonots made in France 
and who dreaded that the contagion would fpread into the Low-Country Provinces, 
had formed a fecret alliance with the princes of Guife, and had entered into a mu
tual concert for the proteCtion of the ancient faith, and the fuppreffion of herefy. 
He now fent fix thoufand men, with fome fupply of money, to reinforce theca
tholic party; and the prince of Conde, finding himfelf unequal to fo great a com
bination, countenanced by the regal authority, was obliged to difpatch the Vi
dame of Chartres and Briguemaut to London, in order to crave the affifl: .. 
ance and proteCtion of Elizabeth. Mofl: of the province of Normandy was Havre de 
poffeffed by the hugonots ; and Conde offered to put Havre de Grace into the Grace put it 

hands of the Englifh; on condition, that, together with three thouf:md men for f~~~~~~: 
the garrifon of that place, the Queen fhou]d likewife fend over three thoufand to 
defend Dieppe and Rouen, and fhould furnifh the prince with a fupply of a hun-
ored· thoufand crowns \1. 

ELIZABETH, befides the general and effential interdl: of fupporting the pro
teftants, and oppofing the rapid progrefs of her enemy, the duke of Guife, had 
other motives which engaged her to accept this propofa1. When ihc concluded zoth Septem~ 
the peace at Cateau Cambrefis, fhe had good reafon to forefee, that France ne- ber. 

ver would voluntarily fulfil the article with regard to the reftitution of Calais; 
and many fubfequent incidents had tended to confirm this fufpicion. Confider-
able fums of money had been laid out on the fortifications; long leafes l1ad been 
granted of the la~ds; and many inhabitants had been encouraged to build and 
fettle there, by affurances that Calais !hould never be refrored to tbe Englifi1 '*·. 
The ~een, therefore, very wifely concluded, that could fhe get poffeffion o.f 
Havre, a place which commanded the mouth of the Seine, and was of much 
greater importance thJn Calais, fhe would eafily conftrain the French to execute 

t Father Paul, lib. vii. Haynes, p 391. 
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Chap If. the treaty, and would have the glory of refl:oring to the crown that ancient po!'-
1.562· fellion, which was fo much the favourite of the nation. 

19th ofDe· 
cember. 

No meafure could be more generally odious in France, than the conclufion of 
this treaty with Elizabeth. Men were naturally led to compare the conduct of 
Guife, who had finally chafed the Engliili from France~ and had barred thefe 
dangerous and deftrc.ctive enemies from all accefs into it, with the treafonable po
litics of Conde, who had again granted them an entry into the heart of the king
dom. The prince had the more reafon to repent of this meafure, that he reaped 
not from it all the advantage which he expected. Three thoufand Engli!h im
mediately took poffeffion of Havre and Dieppe, under the command of Sir Ed
ward Poinings ; but the latter place was found fo little capable of being defend
ed, that it was immediately abandoned t. The fiege of Rouen was already 
formed by the catholics, under the command of the King of Navarre and the 
conftable Montmorency ; and it was with difficulty that Poinings could throw a 
frnall reinforcement into the place. Tho' thefe Englif.b troops behaved with great 
gallantry t, a!ild the King of N avarre was mortally wounded during the fiege ; 
the catholics frill continued the attack of the place, and carrying it at laft by af
fault, put the whole garrifon to the fword. The earl of Warwic, eldeft fon to 
the late duke of Northumberland, arrived foon after at Havre, with another bo.Sy 
of three thoufand Eng1if.b, and took on him the command of the place. 

IT was expected, that the French catholics, flufhed with .their fuccefs at Rouen, 
would immediately have formed the fiege of Havre, which was not as yet in any 
condition of defence; but the inteftine diforders of the kingdom foon diverted 
their attention to another enterprize. Andelot, feconded by the negociations of 
Elizabeth, had levied a confiderable body of proteftants in Germany; and having 
arrived at Orleans, the feat of the hugonots' power, he enabled the prince of 
Conde and the admiral to take the field, and oppofe the progrefs of their ene
mies. After threatening Paris during fome time, they took their march towards 
Normandy, with a view of engaging the Englifh to act in conjunCtion with them, 
and of fortifying themfe]ves with the farther affiftance which they expected from 
the zeal and vigour of Elizabeth 11· The catholics, commanded by the conftable, 
and under him by the duke of Guife, folJowed on their rear ; and overtaking 
them at Dreux, obliged them to give battle. The field was fouo-ht with areat 
obftinacy ~n both fides ; and the action was difti~guiili.ed by this fig.nal e~ent, 
that Con de and Montmorency, the commanders of tJ1e oppofite armies, ren1ain-
ed both of them prifoners in the hands of their enemies. The appearances of 

victory 

t Fmbes, vol. IT. p. 199. t Ibid. p. 161. 11 Ibid. p. 2 30, Davila, lib. iii. 
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viCl:ory remained with Guife ; ·but the admiral, whofe fate it ever was to be defeated, 
and ftill to rife more terrible after his misfortunes, collected the remains of the 
army, and infpiring his own unconquerable courage and conftancy into every 
breafr, kept them in a body, and fubdued fome of the moft confiderable places 
in Normandy. Elizabeth, the better to fupport his caufe, fent him a new fupply 
of a hundred thoufand crowns ; and offered, if he could find merchants to lend hin1 

the money, to give her bond for another hundred thoufand *. 

Chap. II. 
156:. 

THE expences incurred by affifting the French hugonots, had emptied the 1563. 

~een's exchequer, notwithftanding her extreme frugality; and in order to ob- 1 z January. 

tain fupply, fhe found herfelf under a neceffity of fummoning a Parliament: A Parliament. 

An expedient to which !he never voluntarily had recourfe. .li little before the 
n1eeting of this affembly, fhe had fallen into a dangerous illnefs, the fmall-pox; 
and as her life, during fome time, was defpaired of, the people became the more 
fenfible of the perilous condition in which they were placed, on account of the 
uncertainty which, in cafe of her deceafe, attended the fucceffion of the crown. 
'rhe partizans of the ~een of Scots and thofe of the houfe of Suffolk, already 
divided the nation into two fattions ; and every one forefaw, that, tho' it might be 
poffible at prefent to determine the controverfy by law, yet, if the throne was vacant, 
nothing but the fword would be able to fix a fucceffor. The commons, there-
fore, on the very opening of the feffion, voted an addr.efs to the Q8een; in which, 
after enumerating the dangers attending a broken and doubtful fucceffion, and 
n1entioning the evils which their fatfiers had experienced from the contending 
titles of York and Lancafter, they entreated the ~een to put an end tJ their ap
prehenfions, by chooGng fome hufband, whom, they promifed, whoever he was, 
gratefully to receive, and faithfully to ferve, honour, and obey: Or if fhe had 
entertained any reluClance to the married ftate, they defired, that the lawful fuc-
ce!for might be named, or at leafl: appointed by act of parliament. They remark-
ed, that during all the reigns which had pafied fince the conquefr, the nation had 
never before been fo unhappy, _;iS not to know the perfon who, in cafe of the 
fovereign's death, was legally entitled to the fucceffion. And they obferved, 
that the certain and fixed order which took place in the inheritance of the French 
n1onarchy, was one chief fource of the ufual tranquillity, ,as well as of the hap-

pinefs of that kingdom t. 
THIS fubjeCl:, tho' extremely interefring to the nation, was very little agree

able to the ~een; and fhe was fenr1ble, that great difficulties would attend every 
decifion. A declaration in favoLlr of the ~een of Scots, would forn1 a iettlcment 

3 M 2 perfect! y 
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nnp. TI. perfectly. legal ; becaufe that princcfs was commonly allowed to poffefs the right 
'5 63· of blood, and the exclufion given by Henry's will, deriving its weight chiefly 

from an act of parliament, would lofe all authority whenever the ~1een and Par
liament had nude a new fettlement, and reftored the Scottifh line to their place 
in the fucceffion. But fhe dreaded the giving encouragement to the Catholics, 
her fecret enemies, by this declaration. She was fenGble, that every heir was, in 
f()me degree, a rival; much more one who pofleHed a claim for tJ1e prefent pof
feffion of the erown, and who had already advanGc,d, in a very open manner, thefe 
dangerous pretcnGons. The great power of Mary, both from the favour of the 
catholic princes, and her connections with the houfe of Guife, not to mention the 
force and fituation of Scotland, was well known to her; and ilie faw no fecurity 
that that princcfs, if fortified by a fure profpeB: of fuccdlion, would not again 
revive claims which fhe could never yet be prevailed on formally to relinquiib. 
0,1 the other hand, the title of the houfe of Suffolk was fupported only by the 
n1ore zealous proteftants; and it was very doubtful, whether even a parliam€ntary 
declaration in its favour would beftow on it fuch validity as to give fatisfaction to 
the people. The r~publican part of the conftitution had not as yet acquired fuch 
an afcendant as to controul, in any degree, the ideas of hereditary right ; and as 
the legality of Henry's will was ftill difputed, tho' founded on the utmoft autho
rity which a Parliament could beftow ; who could be affured, that a more recent. 
act would be acknowleged to have any greater force or validity ? In the frequent 
revolutions which had of late taken place, the right of blood had ftill prevailed· 
over religious prejudices; and the nation had ever fhewed itfelf difpofed rather 
to change its faith than the order of fuccefi1on. Even many Proteftants declared 
themfelves in favour of Mary's claitn of inheritance*; and nothing would en. 
danger more general difguft, than to fee the ~een openly, and without referve, 
take party againft it. That princefs alfo, finding herfelf injured in fo fenfible a 
point, v;ould thenceforth act as a declared enemy; and uniting together her fo
reign and domeftic friends, the partizans of her prefent title and of her eventual 
fncceffion, would Joon bring n1atters to extremity againft the public eftablifh
ment. The ~een, therefore, weighing all thefe inconveniencies, which were 
g~eat and urgent, was determined to keep both parties in awe, by n1aintaining 
Hill an ambiguous conduct:; and !he chofe rather that the people fhould run the 
hazard of ~ontingc:nt .events, than that herfelf fhould vifibly endanger her throne, 
by. employmg expedients, which, at beft, did not give entire fecurity to the 
natiOn. She made, therefore, an evafive anfwer to the applications of the com
n1ons; and when the houfe, at the end of the feffions, defired, by the mouth 

of 
Keith, p. 322 
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of tneir fpeaker," farther fatisfaB.ion on that head, lhe could no: oe prevailed on 
to make her reply more explicite. She only told them, contrary to her declara
tions in the beginning of her reign, that lhe had fixed no abfoiute refolution 
againft marriage ; and fue added, that the difficulties with wr.ich the quefiion 
of the fucceilion was attended, were fo great, that fhe would be contented, for; 
their fake, to remain fome time longer in this vale of tnifery ; and never would 
depart this l1fe with f~nisfaftion, till ihe had la· d fame folid forndation for their. 
future fecurity *. · 

rfHE mo!l: remar.kable la paffed this feffion, was that which bore the title of 
.Affurance of the !2Jieen's royal power 0'"'..18r all flates and fubjetts within her domini
onst. By this act, the afferting twice by writing, word, or deed, the pope's au
thority, was fubjected to the penalties of trcafon. All perfo:1s in holy orders 
were bound to take the oath of fupremacy; as alfo, all who were advanced to any 
degrees, either in the univerfities or in comn1on Lnv ; all fchoolmafters, officers in 
court, or n1en1bers of Parliament : And the penalty of their .~econd refufal was 
treafon. The firft offence in both cafes, was punifl1ed by banifhment ar d 
forfeiture. This rigorous ftatute, which involved a real, i:ho' not general, per· 
fecution, and of. the worft kind too, as it made a fcrutiny into mens fecret fenti
J'DCnts, was not extended to any of the degree of a baron; ~caufe it was not 
fuppofed, that the Qyeen could entertain any doubt with regatd to the fidelity 
of perfons poffeffed of fuch high dignity. The lord Montacute made vigorous 
oppofition to this bill; and atferted, in favour of the catholics, that they dif
puted not, they preached not, they difobeyed not the Q.1eer., they caufed no 
trouble nor tumults among the people t· It is, however, prcbable, that fome 
fufpicions of their fecret confpiracies had made the Queen and Parliament in ... 
creafe their rigour againft them ; tho' it is alfo more than probable, that they 
were n1iftal{en in the nature of the remedy. 

THERE was likewife another point where the Parliament, this feffion, fhe\-ved 
more the goodnefs of their intention than the foundnefs o: their i 1 gmcnt. 
They paffed a law againft fond and fantaftical prophecies, which had been ob
ferved to feduce the people into rebellion and diforder 11 : But at the fame time 
they enacted a ftatL1te which was moft likely to increafe thefe and fuch like fu
perit'tions: It was levelled againft conjurations, enchantments, and \Vitchcrafts §, 
Witchcraft and herefy are two crimes which always increafe by punilhment, and.. 
never are fo effectually fuppreffed as by being totally neglected. After the Par-

liamen 
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Chap. II. liament had granted the ~een a fupply of one fubfidy and two fifteenths, it 
1563· wa:; fini!hed by a prorogation. The convocation likewife voted the ~een a fub

fidy of fix fi1illings in the pound, payable in three years. 

WHILE the Engliih parties exerted thefe calm efforts againft each other, in 

parliamentary votes and debate's, the French facrions, enflamed to the higheft de
gree of animofity, continued that cruel war which their intetnperate zeal, actu

ated by the ambition of their leaders, had kindled in the kingdom. The admiral 
was fuccefsful in reducing the towns of Normandy which held for the King; but 
he frequently complained, that the numerous garrifon of Havre remained totally 
unaB:ive, and was not employed in any military operations againft the common 

enemy. The QEeen, in taking poffeffion of that place, had publiihed a mani
fefto *, in which fhe pretended, that her concern for the French King's intereft, 

had engaged her in that meafure, and that her foie intention was to oppofe her 

enemies of the houfe of Guife, who held their prince in captivity, and employed 

his power to the deftruB:ion of his bell and moft faithful fubjeB:s. It was chiefly 
her defire to preferve appearances, joined to the great frugality of her temper, 
which made her, at this critical juncture, keep her foldiers in garrifon, and re

ftrain them from committing farther hoftilities upon the enemy t. The duke of 
Guife, meanwhile, was aiming a mortal blow at the power of the Hugonots ; 

and had commenced the fiege of Orleans, which was commanded by Andelot, 

and where the confl:able was detained prifoner. He had the profpeEt of fpeedy 

fuccefs in this undertaking; when he was affaffinated by Poltrot, a young gen

tleman, whofe zeal, infl:igated (as it is pretended, tho' without any certain 
foundation) by the admiral and Beza, a famous preacher, led him to attempt 

that criminal enterprize. The death of this gallant prince was a very fen
fible lofs to the catholic party ; and tho' the cardinal of Lorraine, his brother, 

ftill fupported the intereft of the family, the danger of their progrefs appeared 

n1uch lefs imminent, both to ~1een Elizabeth and to the French proteftants. 
The union, therefore, between thefe allies, which had been cemented by 

their common fears, began thenceforth to be lefs intimate ; and the leaders of 

the Hugonots were perfuaded to hearken to terms of accommodation. Conde 

and Montmorency held conferences for fettling the peace ; and as they were both. 

of them impatient to relieve themlelves from captivity, they foon came to an 
agreement with regard to the cond itions. The character of the flueen-rco-ent 

. ~ 0 , 

whofe ends were always ~wlent, but who endeavoured, by fubtilty and policy, 

rather than force, t~ atta1n them, led her to embrace any plaufible terms ; and in 

fpite 

~ F orbes, vol. II. 
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{pite of the admi ral 's proteftations, whofe fagacity could eaiily difcover the Chap. It 

treachery of the court, the articles of agreement were finally fettled between the '
56

3· 

parties. A tole ration , under fome reftricrions, was anew granted to the prote-
fiants ; a general amneily was publifhed ; Conde was rein!l:ated in his offices and 
governmen ts; and after money was advanced for the payment of arrears due to 
the German troops, they were difmiifed the kingdom. 

Bv the agreement between Elizabeth and the prince of Conde, it had been 
ftipulated *, th at neither party fhould conclude peace without the confent of the 
other; but th is art icle was at prefent but little regarded by the leaders of the 
French protefl:ants. They only comprehended her fo far in the treaty, as to 
obtain a promife, that, on her relinquifhing Havre, her charges and the money 
which fhe had advanced them, Ihould be repaid her by the King of France, and 
that Calais, on the expiration of the term, !hould be refiored to her. But 
!he difdained to accept of thefe terms; and thinking the poifeffion of Havre 
a n1uch better pledge for the obtaining her purpofe, fhe fent W arwic orders 
to prepare himfelf againft an attack fro1n the now united power of the French 

n1onarchy. 
THE earl of Warwic, who commanded a garrifon of fix thoufand men, be fide 

feven hundred pioniers, had no foo ner got poffefiion of Havre, than he employed 
every means for putting it in a pofture of defence t ; and after expelling the 
French from the town, he encouraged his foldiers to make the moft defperate 
defence againft the enemy. 'Ihe conftable commanded the French army ; the 
~1een-regent herfelf, and the King were prefent in the camp; even the prince of 
Conde joined the King's forces, and gave countenance to this enterprize ; the 
admiral and Andelot alone, who fiill defired to preferve Elizabeth's friendlhip~ 
kept at a Jifiance, and prudently refufed to join their antient enemies in an attack 

upon their allies. 

Bv the force, and difpofitions, and fituation of both fides, it was expected, 
that the fiege would be attended with fome very memorable event; yet did 
France make a much eafier acquifition of this important place, than was at firft 
apprehended. The plague crept in among the Englifh foldiers; and being en
creafed by their fatigue and bad diet (for they were but ill fupp1ied with provi
fions t) it committed fuch ravages, that fometimes an hundred men a day died 
of it, and there remained not at ]aft fitteen hundred in a condition to do duty+· 
The French, meeting with fuch feeble refiftance, carried on their attacks fucceff_ 
fully ; and having made two breaches, each of them .fixty feet wide, they pre-

• Forbes, vol. II. p. 79· 
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pared for a general affault, .which muft have terminated in the Oaughter of 
~the, 'hole garrifon :f:. :VVarwic, who had frequently warned the council of the 
danger, and who had loudly demanded a fupply of men and provifions, found 
himfelf obliged to capitulate, and to content himfelf with the liberty of with
drawin()' his oarrifon. The articles were no fooner fi 0aned, than lord Clinton, th:! 

b 0 
admiral, who had been detained by contrary winds, appeared off the harbour 
with a reinforcement of three thoufand men; and found the place furrendered to 
the enemy. To encreafe the misfortune, the infetl:ed army brought the plague 
with thcn1 into England, where it fwept off great multitudes, particularly in 
the city of London. Above twenty thoufand perfons there died of it in one 

year 1
• 

ELIZABETH, whofe ufual vigour and forefight had not appeared in thefe tranf~ 
attions, was now glad to compound matters ; and as the ~een-regent wanted 
leizure, in order to prepare meafures for the extermination of the H ugonots, !he 
readily hearkened to any reafonable terms of accommodation with Englana *. It 
was agreed, that the hoftages, which the French had given for the reffitution of 

"td April. Calais, fhould be reftored for 2 20,000 crowns ; and that both fides fhould re-

ferve all their claims and pretenfions. . 
THE peace frill continued with Scotland ; and even a cordial friendfhip feemed 

Ecotch affairs. to have been cemented between Elizabeth and Mary. Thefe princeiTes n1ade 
profeffion of the moft entire affeCtion ; wrote amicable letters every week to each 
other ; and had adopted, in all appearance, the fentitnents, as well as ftyle, of 
fifi:ers. Elizabeth puni!hed one Hales, who had compofed a book againfi: Mary's 
title t; and as the lord keeper, Bacon, was thought to have encouraged Hales 
in this undertaking, he fell under her difpleafure, and it was with fome diffi
cu1ty that he was able to give her fatisfaction, and recover her good opinion§. 
The two Q~eens had agreed in the foregoing fummer to an interview at York ll ; 
in order to remove all difficulties with regard to Mary's ratification of the treaty 

of 
:t Forbes, vol. IT. p. 498. 

This year the council of Trent \\'as diifolved, which had fatfrom 154)· The publicat:on of it;; 
decrees excited anew the general ferment in Europe; while the Catholics endeavoured to enforce the 

acceptance of them, and the pratefhnts reje8ed them. The religious controverfies were too far adva~ced 
to exfeCt that any conviction wculdrcfult from the decrees of this council. It is the only general council 

which has been Leld in an age truly learned and inquifitive; and as the hiil:ory of it has been wrote 

with great penetration and judgment, it has tended very much to expofe clerkal ufurpations and in

trjgue:, a~d may ferve us as a fp~cimen of more antient co~ncils. Ko one expects to fee ::nether general 

-~ouncll, t1ll the decay of learnmg and the progrefs of 1gnorance ihall again fit maakind for thcfe great 

.Jmpoftures. 

• Davila, lib. 3· .t Keith, .P· zs.z. §Ibid. p.253~ 11 Hayr.es, p. 388. 
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of Edinburgh, and to conuder of the proper method for fettling the fucceffion of 
England: But as Eliz~beth carefully avoided touching on this delicate fubjeet, 
fhe employed a pretext of the wars in France, which, fhe faid, would detain 
her in Lonc~on ; and fhe delayed till next year the intended interview. It is alfo 
probable, that, being well acquainted with the beauty and addrefs and accom
plifhments of Ma~y, fhe did not choofe to ftand the comparifon with regard to 
thofc exterior qualities, in which !he was eclipfed by her rival; and was unwil
ling, that that princefs, who had already tnade great progrefs in the efteem and 
affections of the Englifh, ihould have a farther opportunity of encreafing the 
nun1ber of her partizans. 

M A R v's clofe connexions with the houfe of Guife, and her devoted attach
n1ent to her uncles, by whotn 1he had been educated and proteCl:ed, was the 
ground of juft and unfurmountable jealoufy to Elizabeth, who regarded then1 as 
her rr.ortal and declared enen1ies, and was well acquainted with their dangerous 
character and ambitious project~. They had made offer of their niece to Don 
Carlos, Philip's fon ; to the King of Sweden, the King of Navarre, the arch
duke Charles, the duke of Ferrara, ·the cardinal of Bourbon, who had only taken 
deacons orders, from which he might eafily be abfolved; and they were ready to 
marry her to any one, who could ftrengthen their intereft, or give inquietude 
and difturbance to Elizabeth *. Elizabeth on her part was equally vigilant to 
obviate the execution of their fchemes, and was particularly anxious, left l\1ary 
fuould form any powerful foreign alliance, which might tempt her to revive her 
pretenfions to the crown, and to invade the kingdom from the fide where it was 
weakeft and lay tnoft expofed t. As 1he believed, that the marriage with t11e 
archduke Charles was the moft likely to have place, !he ufed every expedient to 
prevent it; and befides remonfrrating againft it to Mary herfelf, fhe endea .. 
voured to draw off the archduke from that purfuit, by giving hitn fome reafon 
to hope for fuccefs in his pretenfions to herfelf, and by inviting him to a renewal 
of the former treaty of n1arriage :J:. She always told the ~1een of .=-cots, 
that nothing would fatisfy her but her efpoufing fome Englifh nobleman, who 
would remove all grounds of jealou fy, and cement the union between the two 
kingdoms; and !he offered on this condition to have her title examined, and to 
declare her the fucceffor to the crown 11· After keeping the n1atter in thefe gene
ral terms during a twelvemonth, fhe at I aft named the lord Robert Dudley, now 

3 N created 

• Forbes, vol. H. p. 28 7. Strypc, vol. I. p. 400. t Melvil, p. 41. 
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. Chap. II. created earl of Leicefter, as the perfon on whom fhe defired that Mary's choice 

156-f· 1hould fall. 

THE earl of Leicefter, the great and powerful favourite of Elizabeth, pof

feifed all thofe exterior qualities, which are naturally alluring to the fair fex; a 

handfome perfon, a polite addrefs, an infinuating behaviour; and by means of 

thefe accomplifhments, he had been able to blind even the penetration of Eli

zab. th, and conceal from her the great defects, or rather odious vices, which 

attended his charaCter. He was proud, infolent, interefted, ambitious ; without 

honour, without generofity, without humanity ; and attoned not for thele bad 

qualities, by any fuch abilities or courage, as could fit him for that high trufi. 

and confidence with which fhe always honoured him. Her conftant and de

clared attachment to him had very naturally emboldened him to afpire to her bed; 

and in order to make way for thefe nuptials, he was uni verfally believed to have 

murdered, in a barbarous manner, his wife, the heirefs of one Robefart. The 

propofal of efpoufing Mary was by no mea.ns agreeable to him; and he always 

afcribed it to the contrivance of Cecil, his enemy ; who intended by that artifice 

to make him lofe the friendfhip of Mary from the temerity of his pretenfions, 

and that of Elizabeth from jealoufy of his attachments to another woman *. 

The Q8een herfelf had not any ferious intention of effecting this marriage ; but, as 

fhe was defirous, that the ~een of Scots lhould never take any hu!band, fhe named 

a man, who, fhe believed, was not likely to be accepted of; and fhe hoped, by 

that means, to gain time, and elude the projeCt of any other alliance. The earl of 

Leicefter was too great a favourite to be parted with; and when Mary, allured 

by the profpeCt of being declared fucceffor to the crown, feemed at laft to 

hearken to Elizabeth's propofal, this princefs receded from her former offers, 

and withdrew the bait, which fhe had formerly thrown out to her rival t. This 

duplicity of conduCt, joined to fome appearance of an imperious fuperiority, 

alfumed by her, had drawn a peevilh letter from Mary; and the feemingly ami

cable correfpondence of the two ~eens was during fome time interrupted. In 

order to make up this breach, the ~een of Scots difpatched Sir J ames Melvil 

to London ; who has given. us a very particular account of this negociation. 

MEL VIL was an agreeable courtier, a man of addrefs and converfation; and it 

was recommended to him by _his miftrefs, that, befides grave reafonings con

cerning politics and ftate-affairs, he fhould introduce more entertaining topics of 

converfation, fuitable to the fprightly character of Elizabeth; and ihould endea

vour by that n1eans to infinuate himfelf into her confidence. He fucceeded fo 

well, 

* Camden, p. 396. t Keith, p. z6g, 270. Appendix, p. 15 8. Strype, \ ' Ol. I. p. 41 4-· 
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well, that he threw that artful princefs entirely off her guard t, and brought her 
to difcover the botton1 of her heart, full of all thofe levities and follies and 

ideas of rivalfl1ip, which poffefs the youngeft and moft frivolous of her fex. He 

talked to her of his travels, and forgot not to mention the different drdfes of 

the ladies in different countries, and the particular advantages of each, in fetting 

off the beauties of the fhape and perfon. The OEeen faid that fue had dreffes of all 
countries, anci fue took care thenceforth to meet the ambaffador every day appa

relled in a different habit : Sometimes fue was dreffed in the Englifu garb, fame
times in the French, fometimes in the Italian ; and fhe afked him, which of 

them became her n1oil. He anfwered, the Italian; a reply, that he knew would 

be agreeable to her, becaufe that mode fuowed her flowing locks, which, he 

remarked, tho' they were more red than yellow, fhe fancied to be the fineil in 

the world. She defired to know of him what was reputed the beft colour of 
hair : She afked whether his OEeen's hair or hers was befl: : She even enquired 
which of them he efl:eemed the faireft perfon: .A very delicate queftion, and 

which he prudently eluded, by faying that her majefty was the faireft perfon in 
England, and his miilrefs in Scotland. She next demanded which of them was 

talleft: He replied, his queen : Then, faid Elizabeth, fhe is too tall: For I my
felf am of a juft ftature. Having learned from him, that his miftrefs fame

times recreated herfelf by playing on the harpficord, an inftrument at which fhe 

herfelf excelled, fhe gave orders to lord Hunfdon, that he fhould lead him, 

as it were cafually, into an apartment, where he might hear her performance; 
and when Melvil, as if raviilied with the harmony, broke into the ~1een's apart· 
n1ent, fhe pretended to be difpleafed at his intrufion ; but ftill took care to afk 
whether he thought Mary or her the beO: perfor-mer on that inftrument *. 
From the whole of her behaviour, Melvil thought he might, on his return, affure 

his miftrefs that fhe had no reafon ever to expetl: any cordial friendfhip from 

Elizabeth, and that all her profeflions of amity were full of falfhood and dif

fimulation. · 

AFTER two years had been fpent in evafions and artifices t, Mary's fubjeB:s 

and counfellors, and probably herfelf, began to think it full time that fome alli
ance were concluded; and the lord Darnley, fon to the earl of Lenox, was the 
perfon, in whom moft mens opinions and willies centered. He was Mary's coufin

german, by the lady Margaret Douglas, niece to Harry the eighth, and daughter 

to the earl of Angus, by Margaret, ~een of Scotland. He had been born 
and educated in England, where the earl of Lenox had conftantly refided, e~er 

3 N 2 fince 
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fince he had been bani!hed by the prevalence of the houfe of Hamilton ; and as 
Darnlcy was now in his twentieth year, and was a very comely perfon, tall and 
delicately fhaped, it was hoped, that he might foon render himfelf agreeable to 
the ~een of Scots. He was alfo by his father a branch of the fame family with 
herfelf; and would, in efpoufing her, preferve the royal dignity in the houfe of 
Stuart: He was, after her, next heir to the crown of England ; and thofe who 
pretended to exclude her on account of her being a foreigner, had endeavoured 
to recommend his title, and give it the preference. It feemed no inconfiderable 
advantage, that £he could," by marrying him, unite both their claims; and as he 
was by birth an Englifhman, and could not by his power or alliances give any 
ground of fufpicion to Elizabeth, it was hoped that the propofal of this mar· 
riage would not be unacceptable to that jealous princefs. 

ELIZABETH was well informed of thefe intentions of the court of Edinburgh*; 
and was fecretly not difpleafed with the projeCted marriage between Darnley and 
the ~een of Scots t• She would rather have wifhed, that Mary had continued 
for ever in a fingle life ; but finding little probability of rendering this fcheme 
effectual, !he was fatisfied with a choice, which freed her at once from the dread 
of a foreign alliance, and from the neceffity of parting with Leicefter, her fa ... 
vourite. In order to pave the way to Darnley's marriage, lhe fecretly defired 
Mary to invite Lenox into Scotland~ to reverfe his attainder; and to reftore him 
to his h( nours and fortune :J:. And when her requeft was complied with, !he 
took care, in order to preferve the friendfhip of the Hamiltons and her o h 
partizans in Scotland, to blame openly this condutl: of Mary 11· Hearing that 
the negotiation for Darnley's martiage proceeded apace, lhe gave that nobleman 
permiffion, on his firfl: application, to follow his father into Scotland : But no 
fooner did !he learn, that the ~1een of Scots was taken with his figure and per
fen, and that all meafures were fixed for efpouiing him, than !he exclaimed 
againft the marriage; fent Throcmorton to order DarnJey immediately upon his 
allegiance to return into England ; threw the countefs of Lenox and her fecond 
fon into the Tower, where they fuffered a very rigorous confinement; feized all 
Lenox:s Englifh eftate; and, tho' it was impofflble for her to affign one fingle 
reafon of her difpleafure §, !he menaced, and protefted, and complained, as if fhe 
had fuffered the moft grievous injury in the world. 

THE politics of Elizabeth, tho' judicious, were ufually full of duplicity and 

artifice ; but never more fo than in her tranfactions with the Q2een of .._cots, 
where 

• Keith, p. z6x. t Keith, p. z8o, z8z. Jebb, vol. IT. p.46. 
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here there entered fo n1any little paffions and narrow jealoufies, that fhe durft Chap. II. 

not avow to the world the reafons of her conduCt,· fcarcely to her minifters, and 156
5· 

fcarcely even to herfelf. But befides a womanifh rivall11ip and envy againll the 
marriage of this princefs, 1he had fome motives of intereft for feigning a dif
pleafure on the prefent occafion. It ferved her as a pretence for refufing to ac
~nowlege Mary's title to the fucceffion of England; a point to which fhe was 
determined never to confent. And it was ufeful to her for a purpofe, frill more 
unfriendly and dangerous, for encouraging the difcontents and rebellion of the 
Scotch nobility and eccle.fiaftics *. 

NoTHING can be more unhappy for a people than to be governed by a fove
reign, who is attached to a religion different from that which is eftablifhed ; and 
it is fcarce poffible, that a mutual confidence can ever, in fuch a fituation, have 
place between the prince and his fubjeCl:s. Mary's conduct had been hitherto, 
in every refpecr, unexceptionable, and even laudable ; yet had !he not made 
fuch progrefs in acquiring popularity, as rnight have been expeeted from her 
gracious deportment and agreeable accomplifhments. Sufpicions every 'moment 
prevailed on account of her attachment to the catholic faith, and efpecially to 
her uncles, the open and avowed promoters of the fcheme for exterminating the 
profeffors of the reformed religion throughout all Europe. She frill refufed to 
ratify the acts of Parliament~ which had eftablifhed the reformation; fhe made 
attempts for reftoring to the catholic bifhops fome part of their civil jurifdiction t; 
and 1he wrote a letter to the council of Trent, in which, befides profeillng her at• 
tachment to the catholic faith, fhe took notice of her title to fucceed to the crown 
of England, and expreffed her hopes of being able, in fotne period, to bring 
back all her dominions to the bofom of the church :J:. The zealots among the 
proteftants were not wanting, in their turn, to pratl:ife infults upon her, which 
tended ftill more to alienate her from their faith. A law was enacted, n1aking it 
capital, even on the firft offence, to fay mafs any where~ except in the ~een' s 
chappeln ; and it was with great difficulty that this fmall indulgence was granted 
her: The general affembly importuned her anew to change her religion, to re
nounce the blafphemous idolatry of the mafs, with the tyranny of the Roman 
Antichrift, and to embrace the true religion of Chrift Jefus §. As fl1e anfwered 
with temper, tbat fhe was not yet convinced of the faliliood of her religion or 
the impiety of the rnafs ; and that her apoftacy would lofe her the friendll1ip of 
her allies oo the continent; they replied, by a:ffuring her, that their religion was 

• Keith, p. 290. t Spotfwood, p. 1 gS. 
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Chap. IT. undoubtedly the fame which had been revealed by Jefus Chrift, which had been 

15
6
5· preached by the -apoftles, and which had been embraced by the faithful in the 

primitive ages; that neither the religion of Turks, Jews, nor Papifts was built 

on fo folid a foundation as theirs ; that they alone, of all the various fpecies of 

religionifts fpread over the face of the earth, were fo happy as to be poifeffed of 

the truth ; that thofe who hear, or rather who gaze on the mafs, allow facri

lege, pronounce blafphemy, and commit moft abominable idolatry; and that 

the friendfhip of the King of kings was preferable to all the confederacies and 

alliances in the world 11· 

The ~een THE marriage of the ~een of Scots had kindled afrefh the zeal of the re

o.f Scots mar- formers, becaufe the family of Lenox was believed to adhere to the catholic 

nes the earl . 
. 

of Darnley. faith; and tho' Darnley, who now bore the name of Kmg Henry, went often 

to the eftabliihed church, he could not, by this exterior compliance, gain the con

fidence and regard of the ecclefiaftics. They rather laid hold of this opportu

nity to infult him to his face ; and Knox fcrupled not to tell him from the pul

pit, that God, for punifhment of the offences and ingratitude of the people, was 

wont to commit the rule over them to boys and women t. The populace of 

Edinburgh, inftigated by fuch doctrine, began to n1eet and to affociate then1felves 

againfr the governn1ent t· But what threatned with more immediate danger 

~Iary's authority, were the difcontents which prevailed among fame of the prin

cipal nobility. 

THE duke of Chatelrault was difpleafed with the reftoration, and fiill more 

with the aggrandizetnent, of the family of Lenox, his hereditary enemies ; and 

entertained fears left his eventual fucceffion to the crown of Scotland lhould be 

excluded by his rival, who had formerly advanced fome pretenfions to ir. The 

earl of Murray found his credit at court much diminiihcd by the intereft of Le

nox, and his fon ; and began to apprehend the revocation of fame confiderable 

grants which he had obtained fr01n Mary's liberality. The earls of Argyle, 

Rothes, and Glencairne, the lords Boyde and Ochiltry, Kirkaldy of Grange, 

Pittarow, were infiigated by like motives; and as thefe were the perfons who 

had moft zealou!ly promoted the refonnation, they were difgufted to find that 

the OEeen's favour was entirely engroifed by a new cabal, the earls of Bothwe}, 

Athole, Sutherland, and F.Iuntley; men who were efteemed either lukewarm in 

religious controverfy, or inclined to the catholic party. The fame ground of 

difcontent, which, in other courts, is the fource of intrigue, faction, and oppo

fition, commonly produced in Scotland, either projects of affaffination, or of 

rebellion; 
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rebellion ; and befides n1utual accufations of the former kind, which it is difficult 
to clear up *, the difcontented lords, as foon as they faw the ~een's marriage en
tirely refol ved on, entered into a confederacy for taking arms againil: their fovereign. 
They met at Stirling; pretended an anxious concern for the fecurity of religion ; 
framed engagements for mutual defence ; and made applications to Elizabeth for 
affifiance and protection t. That princefs, after publiihing the expreffions of 
her difpleafure againil: the marriage, had fecretly ordered her ambaifadors Ran
dolf and Throcmorton, to give in her name fome promifes of fupport to the 
malecontents ; and had even fent them a fupply of ten thoufand pounds, to en
able them to begin their infurrection :J:. 

MAR Y was no fooner informed of the meeting at Stirling, and the movements 
of the lords, than fhe fummoned them to appear at court, in order to anfwer 
for their conduCt:; and having levied fome forces to execute the laws, the ob
liged the malecontents to leave the low country, and take fhelter in Argylefhire. 
That fhe might more effectually cut off all their refources, !he proceeded with 
the King to G lafgow, and forced them from their retreat. They appeared at 
Paiily in the neighbourhood with about a thoufand horfe; and palling the OEeen's 
army, proceeded to Hamilton, and thence to Edinburgh, which they entered 
without refiftance. They expected great reinforcements in this place, from the 

·efforts of Knox and the feditious preachers ; and they beat their drums, defiring 
all men to enlift, and receive wages for the defence of God's glory 11· But the 
nation was in no difpofition for rebellion : Mary was efl:een1ed and beloved : Her 
n1arriage was not generally difagreeable to the people : And the interefted views 
of the malecontent lords were fo well known, that their pretence of zeal for reli
gion had little influence even on the ignorant populace +· The King and ~een 
advanced to Edinburgh at the head of their army : The infurgents were obliged 
to retire into the fouth ; and being purfned by a force which now amounted to 
eighteen thoufand men§, they found themfelves under a neceffity of abandoning 
their country, and of taking fhelter in England. 

ELIZABETH, when fhe found the event fo much to difappoint her expectations, 
thought proper to difown all conneCtions with the Scotch malecontents, and to 

declare 

* It appears, however, from Randolf's Letters, Keith, p . 290, that fame offers had been made to 
that minifter, of feizing Lenox and Darnley, and delivering them into ~een Elizabeth's hands. Mel
vil confirms the fame ftory, and fays that the defign was acknowledged by the confpirators. Page ~6. 
This fer ves to juftify the account given by the Queen's party of the Raid of Baith, as it is called. See 
farther Goodall, vol. II. p. 3)8. The other confpiracy, of which Murray complained, is much more 
uncertain, and is founded on very doubtful evidence. 

t Keith, p . 293, 29+, 300, 30r. t Knox, p. 380. Kcith, Appen. p. 164-. Anderfon, 
vol. Ill. p. 194· ~ Knox, p . 381. +Ibid. 380, 385. §Ibid. 388. 
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declare every where, that fl1e had never given them any encouragement, or any 
promife of countenance or affiftance. She even carried farther her diffimulation 

and hypocrify. Murray had con1e to London, with the abbot of Kilwinning, 
agent for Chate1rault; and fhe feduced them, by fecret affurances of protection, 

to declare, before the ambaifadors of France and Spain, that ibe had no-wife 

contributed to their infurreCt:ion. No fooner had fhe extorted this confeffion 
from them, than fhe chafed them from her prefence, called then1 unworthy tray
tors, declared that their deteftable rebel;ion was of bad example to all princes, 

and a!fured them, that as lhe had hitherto given them no encouragen1ent, fo 

they lhould never thenceforth receive from her any affiftance or protection*. 
Throcmorton alone, whofe honour was equal to his abilities, could not be pre

vailed on to conceal the part which he had acted in the enterprize of the Scotch 

infurgents; and being well apprifed of the ufual character and conduct of Eliza
beth, he had had the precaution to obtain an order of council to authorize the 

engagements which he had been obliged to take with them t. 
THE banifhed lords, finding themfel ves fo ill ufed by Elizabeth, had recourfe to 

the clemency of their fovereign; and after fome fo\licitation, and fon1e profeffions 
of fincere repentance, the duke of Chatelrault obtained his pardon, on condition 
that he fhould retire into France. Mary was more implacable againft the ungrate

ful earl of Murray, and the other confederates, on whom fhe threw the chief 
blame of the enterprize; but as fue was continually plied with applications from 

their friends, and as fome of her n1oll: judicious partizans in England thought, 

that nothing would more promote her interefts in that kingdom, than the gentle . 

treatment of men fo celebrated for their zeal againtl the catholic religion; :lhe 

agreed to give way to her natural temper, which inclined not to feverity, 
and fhe feemed determined to reftore them to her favour t. In this interva], 
Rambouillet arrived as ambaffador from France, and brought her advice from 

her uncle, the cardinal of Lorraine, to whofe opinion fhe always paid an extreme 

deference, by no means to pardon thefe proteftant leaders, who had been engaged 

in a rebellion againft her 11· 
THE two rellgions, in France, as well as in other parts of Europe, were rather 

irritated than fatiated with their mutual violences; and the peace granted to the hu
gonots, as had been forefeen by the admiral, was intended only to lull them afleep, 

and prepare the way for their final and abfolute deftruction. The ~een-regent 
made 

*' 1.·1elvil, p. 57· Knox, p. 388. Keith, p. 319. Crawford, p. 6z, 63. t Melvil, 
p. 66. t Ibid. p. 59, 6o, 61, 6z, 63. Keith, p. 322. 11 Keith, p. 325. Melvil, 

- .p. 63. 
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made a pretence of travelling thro' the kingdom, in order to vifit the provinces, Chap. H . 

and correct all the abufes arifing from the late war; and after having held fome 
1 
5
6

5 .. 

conferences on the frontiers with the duke of Lorraine, and t!A~ duke of Savoy, 
fhe came to Bayonne, where 1be was met by her daughter, the QEeen of Spain 
and the duke of Alva. Nothing appeared in the congrefs of thefe two fplendid 

courts, but gaity, feftivity, love, and joy ; but amidfr thefe fmiling appearances 
were fecretly fabricated fchemes the moft bloody, and the moft deftruB:ive to the 
repofe of mankind, which had ever been thought of in any age or nation. ro 
lefs than a total and univerfal extermination of the proteftants by fire and fword, 
was concerted by Philip and Catherine of Medicis; and Alva, agreeable to his 
fierce and fanguinary difpofition, advifed the ~een-regent to commence the exe· 
cution of this projeCt, by the immediate maffacre of all the leaders of the Hu-

gonots *. But that princefs, tho' equally hardened againft every humane fenti-
ment, would not fortgo this opportunity of difplaying her wit and refined poli .. 

tics; and fhe propofed, rather by treachery and di.ffimulation, which fhe called 

addrefs, to lead the Proteftants into the fnare, and never to draw the fword till 

they were totally difabled from refiftance. The cardinal of Lorraine, whofe cha- Confederacy 

raCter bore a greater affinity to that of Alva, was a chief author of this barbarous againft the 

affociation againft the reformers; and having connected his profpeB: of fuccefs with proteftants. 

the aggrandizement of his niece, the ~een of Scots, he took care that her mea-
fures ihould agree with thofe violent councils, which were embraced by the other 
catholic princes. It is not probable t, that he entrufted the depth of this dan- . 
gerous fecret with that young princefs ; but he had acquired fuch authority over 
her, that he turned her from the road of clemency, which fhe intended to 
have followed, and made her refolve on the total ruin of the bani!hed lords :t:· 
A Parliament was fummoned to meet at Edinburgh for their forfeiture and at- 1s 66. 

tainder; and as the crime of which they had been guilty, was palpable and 
avowed, no doubt could be entertained but fentence would be pronounced againft 

them. It was by a fudden and violent accident, which, in the iffue, brought on 

the ruin of Mary, that they were faved from the rigour of the law. 

THE marriage of the ~1een of Scots with lord Darnley was fo natural, and fo 
inviting in all its circutnfl:ances, that it had been precipitantly agreed to by that 
princefs and her council; and while fhe was allured by his youth, and beauty, and 

exterior accomplifhments, fhe had at firft overlooked the qualities of his 
n1ind, which no wife correfiponded with the excellence of his outward fio·ure b • 

• Davila, lib. i ii. 
S~c K.eith, Appcn . p. I 76 . 

3 0 Viole r. t, 

t It is, however, pofitively affirmed by RanJ olf, the Englifu rcfiden t. 

t Melvil, p. 6 3· 
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Violent, yet variable in his enterprizes; infolent, yet credulous and eafily go
verned by flatterers ; he was devoid of all gratitude, becaufe he thought no fa

vours equal to his merit; and being addiCted to low pleafures, he was equally 

incapable of all true fentiments of love and tendernefs *. The ~een of Scots, 
in the firfl: effufions of her fondnefs, had taken a pleafure in exalting him beyond 
111eafure: She had granted h~t11 the title of King; !he had joined his name with 
her o~n in all public aCts ; {he intended to have procured him from the ftates 

a matrimonial crown: But having leifure afterwards to remark his weak

nefs and vices, fhe began to fee the danger of her profufe liberality, and was 

refolved thenceforth to proceed with more referve in the truft which fhe con
ferred upon him. His refentment againft this prudent conduct, ferved but the 
more to increafe her difgua ; and the young prince, enraged at her imagined ne

glects, pointed his vengeance againft every one whom he efteemed the caufe of 

this change in her meafures and behaviour. 

THERE was one David Rizzio in the court, who had of late obtained a very 
extraordinary degree of confidence and favour with the ~een of Scots. l-Ie 
was a PieJmontefe, of mean birth, fon to a teacher of mufic, himfelf a mufi

cian; and finding it difficult to fubfifr by his art in his own country, he had fol
lowed into Scotland an ambaffador whom the duke of Savoy fent thither, to pay 

his compliments to Mary, fome time after her firft arrival. He poffeffed a good 

ear, and a tolerable voice; and as that princefs found him ufeful to compleat her 
band of mufic, fhe retained him in her fervice after the departure of his mafter. 
Her fecretary for French dilpatches having, fome time after, fallen under her 

difpleafure, fhe prmnoted Rizzio to that office, which gave hin1 frequent op
portunities of approaching her perfon, and infinuating himfelf into her favour. 
He was fhrewd and fenfible, as well as afpiring, much beyond his rank and 
educatiop ; and made fo good ufe of the accefs which fortune had procured him~ 
that he was foon regarded as the chief confident and counfellor of the ~een. 
He was confulted on all occafions; no favours could be obtained but by his in

terceffion; all fuitors were obliged to gain him by prefents and flattery; and the 

1nan, infolent from his new exaltation, as well as rapacious in his acquifitions~ 
foon drew on himfelf the hatred of the nobility, and of the whole kino-do m t b • 

He had at firft employed his credit to promote Darnley's marriage; and a firm 

friendfhip feemed to be eftablifhed between them: But on the fubfequent change 

of the ~een's fentiments, it was eafy for Henry's friends to perfuade him, that 

• Keith, p. 287, 329. Appen. p. 163 • 
. 5· Spotfwood, p. 193~ 

Rizzio 

t Keith, p. zSz, 302. Crawford's Memoirs,_ 
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Rizzio was the real author of her indifference, and even to rouze in his mind Chap. II. 
1 ~66. jealoufies of a more dangerous nature. The favourite was of a difagreeable 

figure, but was not paft his youth*; and tho' the opinion of his criminal cor
refpondence with Mary might feem of itfelf unreafonable, if not abfurd, a fuf-
picious hufband could find no other tneans of accounting for that lavifh and irn· 
prudent kindncfs, with which fhe honoured him. 1"'he rigid aufterity of the ec
clefiaftics, who could admit of no freedoms, contributed to fpread this opinion 
among the people ; and as Rizzio was univerfally believed to be a penfionary of 
the pope, and to be deeply engaged in all fchemes againft the proteftants, any ftory 
to his and Mary's difadvantage, received an eafy credit among the zealots of 
that communion. 

Rrzzro, who had connected his intereft with the Roman catholics, was the 
declared enemy of the banifhed lords; and by promoting the violent profecu
tion againft them, had expofed himfelf to the animofity of their numerous friends 
and retainers. A fcheme was alfo thought to be formed for revoking fome exor
bitant grants made during the ~een's n1inority ; and even the nobility, who 
had feized the ecclefiaftical benefices, began to think themfelves lefs fecure in the 
poffeffion of them t. The ea rl of Morton, chancellor, was affected by all thefe 
confiderations, and ftill more by a rumour fpread abroad, that Mary intended to 
appoint Rizzio chancellor in his place, and to beftow that dignity on a mean and 
upftart foreigner, who was ignorant of the laws ami language of the country$. 
So indifcreet had this princefs been in her kindnefs to Rizzio, that even that 
ftrange report met with credit, and proved a great means of accelerating the r 1in 
of the favourite. Morton, infinuating himfelf into H nry's confidence, employ
ed all his art to enflame the difcontent and jealoufy of that prince; and he 
perfuaded him, that the only means of freeing himfelf from the indignities un
der which he laboured, was to bring the bafe ftranger to that fate which he had 
fo well merited, and which was fo pafiionately de fired by the whole nation. 
George Douglas, natural brother to the countefs of Lenox, concurred h the 
fame advice; and the lords Ruthven and Lindefey, being co~.fu1ted, offered 
their concurrence in the enterprize ; nor was even the earl of Lenox, the King's 
father, averfe to the defign 11· But as thefe conipirators were well acquainted 

3 0 2 with 

• Eu~hanan confeffcs 1 e was ugly ; but it may be inferred, from the narration of that author, that 
he was young. He fays, tho.t on the return of the duke of Savoy to Turin, Rizzio was i11 ado!tjwz
tice 'Vigore; in the vigour of youth. Now that event happened only a f~w years before. Lib. xvii. 
cap. 44 

t Keith, p. p6. Melvil, p. 64. t Buchanan,' lib. xvii. c. 6o. Cra\\ ford, p . 6. S1 otf-
wood, p . I9f· Knox, p. 393· Jcbb, vol. I. p. 456. I Cra.wf"ord, p. 7• 
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with Henry's levity, they engaged him to fign a paper, in which he avowed 
the undertaking, and promifed to protetr them againft every confequence which 
n1 ight enfue upon the affaffination of Rizzio ·*. All thefe meafures being fully 

concerted, a meffenger was difpatched to the bani!hed lords, who were ho

vering near the borders; and they were invited by the King to return to their na

tive country. 

THIS defign, fo atrocious in itfelf, was rendered fiill more fo by the circum·· 
fiances which attended its execution. Mary, who was in the feventh month of 
her pregnancy, was fupping in private, and had at table the countefs of Argyle, 
her natural fifl:er, with Rizzio, and others of her fervants. The King entered 

the room by a private paifage, and ftood at the back of Mary's chair: The lord 
Ruthven, George Douglas, and other confpirators, being all armed, ru!hed 
in after him ; and the ~een of Scots, terrified with the appearance, demanded 
of them the reafon of this rude intrufion. They told her, that they intended no 
violence againft: her perfon; but n1eant only to bring that villain, pointing at 
Rizzio, to his deferved punifhrnent. Rizzio, aware of the danger, ran behind his 
mifl:refs, and feizing her by the waift, called aloud to her for protection ; while fhe 
interpofed in his behalf, with cries, and menaces, and entreaties. The impa
tient affaffins, regardlefs of her efforts, rulhed upon their prey, and by over
turning every thing which ftood in their way, increafed the horror and confufion 
of the fcene. Douglas, feizing I-Ienry's dagger, ftuck it in the body of Rizzio, 
who, fcrean1ing with fear a1'ld agony, was torne from Mary by the other confpi

rators, and pufhed into the antichamber, where he was difpatched with fifty-fix 

wounds t. The unhappy princefs, informed of his fate, immediately dried her 
tears, and faid, fhe would weep no more; fhe would now think of revenge. 

The infult, indeed, upon her perfon ; the ftain attempted to be fixed on her 
honour; the danger to which her life was expofed, on account of her pregnancy . 
were injuries fo atrocious, and fo complicated, that they fcarce left room for par~ 
don, even from the greateft lenity and mercy. 

_ THE affaffins, apprehenfive of Mary's refentment, detained her a prifoner in 
the palace; and the King difmiffed all thofe who feemed willing to attempt her 
refcue, by telling them, that nothing was done without his orders, and that he would 
be careful of the Qgeen's fafety. Murray, and the banif11ed lords, appeared two 
days after ; and Mary, whofe anger was now engroffed by injuries more recent 
and violent, was willingly reconciled to them; and .fhe even received her brother 

Goo8.a11, vol. I. p. z6S. Crawford, p. 7• 
Crawfc rd, p. 9· 
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t Melvil, p. 64-. Keith, p. 330, 331 . 



E L I Z A B E T H. 

with tendernefs and affeCtion. They obtained an acquital from the Parliament, Chap. II. 

and were re- inftated in their honours and fortunes. The accomplices alfo in 
1 
5

66
• 

Rizzio's murder applied to h~r for a pardon ; but fhe artfully delayed compliance, 

and perfuaded them, that fo lo ng as fhe was detained in cuftody, and was fiJr
rounded by guards, any deed which fhefhould fign, would have no force nor validity. 

Meanwhile fhe had gained the confidence of her hufband, by her perfuafion and 
cardfes ; and no fooner were the guards withdrawn, than fhe engaged him to 

efcape with her in the night-time, and take fhelter in Dunbar. Many of her 
fubjects here offered her their affiftance; and Mary, having colleCted an army, which 

the confpirators had no power to refift, advanced to Edinburgh, and obliged then1 

to fly into England, where they lived in great poverty and diftrefs. They made 

applications, however, to the earl of Bothwel, a new favourite of Mary's; and 

that nobleman, defirous to firengthen his party by the acceffion of their intereft, 
was able to pacify her refentment, and he foon after procured them liberty to re-

turn into their own country*. 

THE vengeance of the ~een of Scots was implacable againft her hufband 
alone, whofe perfon was before difagreeable to her, and who, by his violation of 
every tie of gratitude and duty, had drawn on him her higheit refentment. She 

engaged him to difown all connections with the affaffins, to deny any concurrence 
in their crime, even to publifh a proclamation containing a falfehood fo notorious 

to the whole world t; and having thus made hin1 expofe himfelf to univerfal con

tempt, and rendered it impracticable for him ever after to acquire the confidence of 
any party, fhe threw hirn off with difdain and indignation t. As if fhe had been 

n1aking an efcape from him, fhe fuddenly withdrew to Alloa, a feat of the earl of 
Mar; and when Henry followed her thither, fhe returned fuddenly to Edin
burgh ; and gave him every where the ftrongefl: proofs of difpleafure, and even 

of antipathy. She encouraged her courtiers in their neglect of him; and !he 
was pleafed, that his mean equipage, and fmall train of attendants, fhould draw 

on him the contempt of the very populace. He was permitted, however, to 

have apartments in the ca(l:le of Edinburgh, which Mary had chofen for the 

place of her delivery. She was there delivered of a fon; and as this was very 19th June. 

important news to England, as well as to Scotland, fhe immediately difpatched Sir 

James Melvil to carry intelligence of the happy event to Elizabeth. Melvil 
tells us, that that princefs, the evening of his arrival in London, had given a 
ball to her court at Greenwich, and was difplaying all that fpirit and alacrity 
which t1fually attended her on thefe occafions : But when the prince of Scotland's 

birth 

• Melvil, p. 7 5, 76. Keith, p. 33+· Knox, p. 398. t GoodalJ, vol. I. p. z8o. Keith, 

Appen. p. 167. t Melvil, p. 66, 67. 
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Chap. II. birth was notified to her, all her joy was damped : She funk into melancholy; 
•1566· fue reclined her head upon her .arm; and complained to fome of her attendants, 

that the Queen of Scots was n1other of a fair fon, while fhe was but a barren 
flock. Next clay, ho wever, on the rece~->tion of the Scotch ambaiTador, !he 

affumed her former diffimulation, put on a joyful countenance, gave Melvil 

thanks for the hafie he had made in conveying to her the agreeable intelligence, 
and expreffed the utmofl: cordiality and friendfhip to her fifier *. Some t ime 

after, fhe difpatched the earl of Bedford, with her relation, George Cary, fon to 

the lord Hunfdon, in order to officiate at the baptifm of the young prince; 

and !he fent by them fome n1agnificent prefents to the ~een of Scots. 

THE birth of a fon gave additional zeal to Mary's partizans in England t ; 
and even men of all parties began to cry aloud for fome fettlement of the fuc
ceffion. Thefe humours broke out with great vehemence in a new feffion of 

3oth Septem- Parliament, which was held after fix prorogations. The houfe of peers, which 

A
berp. 

1
. t had hitherto forborne to touch on the delicate point of the fuccefiion, here took 

ar 1amen. 
the lead ; and the houfe of commons foon after imitated the zeal of the lords. 

Molineux opened the matter in the lower houfe, and propofed that the quefl:ion 

of the fucceffion and that of fupply fhould go hand in hand ; as if it were intended 

to confirain the Queen to a compliance with the requeft of her Parliament :f:. The 
courtiers endeavoured to elude the debate: Sir Ralph Sadler told the houfe, that he 

had heard the ~een pofitively affirm, that, for the good of her people, 1he was 
determined to marry. Secretary Cecil and Sir Francis Knollys gave their tefiimony 

to the fame purpofe; as did alfo Sir Ambrofe Cave, chancellor of the dutchy, 

and Sir Edward Rogers, comptroler of the houfhold 11· Elizabeth's ambitious 

and mafculinc charaCter was fo well known, that few members gave any credit to 
this intelligence; and it was conGdered merely as an artifice, by which fhe en
ceavoured to retract that pof1tive affirmation, which fhe had tnade in the begin

ning of her reign, that f11e meant to live and die a virgin. The n1inifiers 

therefore gained nothing farther b~ ·r~is piece of. policy, but on] y to engage the 
houfe, for the fake of decency, to JOin the q uefi10n of the ~een's marriage with 
that of a fettlement of the crown ; and they were proceeding with great earnefl:
nef.'l in tli.e debate, and had even appointed a committee to confer with the lords 
when exprefs orders were brought them from Elizabeth not to proceed farther i~ 
that matter. Cecil told them, that fhe pledged to the houfe the word of a ~een 
for her fincerity in her intentions to marry; that the appointment of a fuccdfor 
would be attended with great danger to her perfon ; that fhe herfelf had had ex-

perience, 

t Camden, p. 397· t D'Ewes, p. 129. 
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perience, during the reign of her fi!l:er, how much court was paid to the next Chap. H. 
1566. 

heir, and what dangerous facrifices men were commonly difpofed to n1ake of 
their prefent duty to their future profpects; and that fhe was therefore determined 
to delay, ti11 a more proper opportunity, the decifion of th:\t important quef1ion §. 
The houfe were not fatisfied with thefe reafons, and flill lefs with the command~ 
Frohibiting them all debate on that fubjeCl:. Paul Wentworth, a fpirite i mem-
ber, went fo far as to queftion whether fuch a prohibition were not an infringe·-
ment of the liberties and privileges of the houfe .f-. Some even ventured to violate 
that profound refpeCt which tht>y had hitherto preferved to the Queen ; and affirm-
ed that lhe was bound in duty, not only. to provide for the _happinefs of her fub-
jeB:s during her own life, but alfo to pay regard to their future fenu·;ty, by fixing 
a fucceffor; that by a contrary conduct, fhe fhowed herfelf the ftepmother, not 
the natural parent, of her pe'ople, and would feem defirous, that England fhould 
no longer fubfift than fhe fhould enjoy the glory and fatisfaetion of governing it ; 
that none but timorous princes, or tyrant~, or faint-hearted women, ever fl:ood 
in fear of their fucceffors; and that the affeCtions of the people were a firm and 
impregnable rampart to every fovereign, who, laying afide all artif1ce or by ends .. 
had courage and magnanimity to put his fole rruft in that honourable and fure 
defence*. The Queen, hearing of thefe debates, fent for the fpeaker, and after 
reiterating her former prohibition, fhe bid him inform the houfe, that, if any 
n1ember remained ftill unfatisfied, he might appear before the privy council, and 
there give his reafons t. As the metnbers ihowed a difpofition, notwithftanding 
thefe peremptory orders, ftill to proceed upon the queftion, Elizabeth thought 
proper, by a meffage, to revoke them, and to allow the houfe liberty of debate :J:. 
They were fo mollified by this gracious condefcenfion, that they thenceforth 
conducted the matter with more calmnefs and temper; and they even voted her 
a fupply, to be levied at three payments, of a fubfidy and a fifteenth, without 
annexing any condition to it. The ~een foon after diffolved the Parliament, 1567• 

and told them with fon1e fharpnefs in the conclulion, that their proceedings had zJ ja:1uary. 

contained much diffimulation and artifice; that under the plauuble pretences of 
marriage and fucceffion, many of then1 covered very malevolent intentions to-
wards her; but that, however, fhe reaped this advantage from their attempts, 
that fhe could now diftinguifh her friends from her enemies. " But do you 
'' think," added fhe, " that I am unmindful of your future fecurity, or will be 
" negligent in fettling the fucceffion? That is the chief object of n1y concern ; 
'' as I know myfelf to be liable to mortality. Or do you apprehend, that I 

§ D'Ewes, p. I 27, 128. 
l lbid. p. 1 30. 

+ Ibid. P· IZB. * Camden, p. ·400. 
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Chap. II. " meant to incroach on your liberties ? No: lt was never my meaning: I only 

1 st 7· " intended to flop you before you approached the precipice. All things have 

" their time ; and tho' you may be bleffed with a fovereign more wife or more 

" learned than I, yet I affure you, that no one will ever rule over you, who 

'' fhall be more careful of your fafety. And therefore, henceforward, whether 

'' I live to fee the like affembly or no, or whoever holds the reins of govern

,, ment, let me warn you to beware of provoking your fovereign's patience, fo 

" far as you have done mine. But I !hall now conclude, notwithftanding the 

'' difgufts I have received (for I mean not to part with you in anger) that the 

- " greateft part of you may affure then1felves that they go home in their prince's 

'' good graces *." 
ELIZABETH carried farther her dignity on this occafion. She had received the 

fubfidy without any condition ; but as it was believed, that the commons had 

given her that gratuity with a view of engaging her to yield to their requefts, 

fhe thought proper, on her refufal, to remit voluntarily the third payment ; 

and 1he faid, that money in her fubjetl:s purfes was as good as in her own ex

chequer t. 
BuT tho• the ~een was able to elude, for the prefent, the applications of 

Parliament, the friends of the ~een of Scots multiplied every day in England; 

and befides the Catholics, many of whon1 kept treafonable correfpondence with 

her, and were ready to rife at her command :f:, the court itfelf of Elizabeth was 

full of her avowed partizans. The duke of Norfolk, the earls of Leicefter, 

Pembroke, Bedford, Northumberland, Sir Nicholas Throcmorton, and moft of 

the confiderable men in England, except Cecil, feemed convinced of the neceffity 

of declaring her the fucceffor. None but the more zealous proteftants adhered 

either to the countefs of Hartford, or_ to her younger fifter, Eleanor, who had 

efpoufed the earl of Cumberland ; and as the marriage of the former feemed 

liable to fome objections, and had been declared invalid, men were alarmed, even 

on that fide, with the profpeCl: of new difputes concerning the fucceffion . Mary's 

behaviour alfo, fo n1oderate towards the proteftants, and fo gracious towards all 

men, had procured her univerfal refpeCl: 11 ; and the public was wi1ling to afcribe 

any imprudences, into which ihe had fallen, to her youth and inexperience. But 

all thefe flattering profpetl:s were blafred by the fubfequent incidents, where her 

egregious indifcretions, fhall I fay, or atrocious crimes, threw her from the height 

of her profperity, and involved her in infamy and ruin. 

~ D'Ewes, p. u 6, I I 7· 

P· 53' 61, 74· 

t Cam<len, p. 400. t Haynes, p. 4-46, 4-48. 
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THE earl of Botln~el was of a confiderable family and power in Scotland ; Chap. I. 

and tho' not dii1inguifl1ed by any talents either of a civil or military nature, he 
1567

· 
-had made a figure in that party, which oppofed the greatncfs of the earl of Murc~er of 

Murray, and the more rigid reformers. He was a tnan of profligate n1anners ; Darnley. 

·had involved his opulent fortune in great debts, and even reduced himfelf to 
beggary, by his profufe expences *; and feemed to have no refource but in def-
perate councils and enterprizes. l~Ie had been accufed more than o:1ce of an 
attempt to affi;ffinate Murray; and notwithflandirg that the frequency of thefe 
accufations on all fides diminiib fOmewhat the credit due to any p.1rticular impu-
tation, they prove fufficiently the prevalence of that deteft:able practice in Scot-
land, and may in that view ferve to render fuch rumours the more likely and 
credible. This n1an had of late acquired the favour and entire confidence of 
Mary; and all her mea lures Wt re direB:ed by his advice and authority. ReportS 
were fpread of more particular intimacies and familiarities between them ; and 
thefe rq:orts gained ground from the continuance or rather encreafe of her hatred 
towards her huiliancl t. · 1"'h.:t young prince was reduced to fuch a ftate of def-
perat" on, by the neglects which he underwent fron1 his Queen and the courtiers, 
that he had once refolved to fly fecretJy into France or Spain, and had even pro-
vided himfelf of a veffel for that purpofe :f:. Some of the moft confiderable no· 
bility, on the other hand, obft:rving her fixed averfion to him, had propofed 
fome expedients for a dtvor.ce ; and ti.o' Mary is fa id to have fpuke ho-
nourably on that occafion, and to have embraced the propofal no farther than 
it fhould be found conflftent '' ith her own honour and her fon's legitimacy IJ, 
men were inclined to believe, tha~ the difficulty of finding proper n1eans for 
effectuating that purpofe, was the real eau fe of laying afide all farther thoughts 
of it. So far were the fufpicions againi1 her carrie-d, that, when Henry, dif-
couraged with the continual proo,fs of her hatred, left the court and retired to 
Glafgow, an illnefs of an extraordinary nature, with which he was feized imme-
diately on his arrival in that pl1ce, was univerfally afcribed by her enemies to 
a dofe of poifon, which, it was pretended, !he had adtninift:red to him. 

\N HIL E affairs were on this footing, all thofe who wifhed well to her charaCter 
or the repofe of thr.ir country, were extremely pleafed, and fomewhat furprized, 
to hear, that a friendfhip was again conciliated between them, thJt fhe had taken a 
journey to Glafgow on purpofe to vifit him during his ficknef., that !he behaved 
towards him with great renderncfs, that fl1e had brought him along with her, 
and that fbe appeared thenceforth determined to r ve with him on a footing more 

3 P fuitable 

'*' Keith, p. 240. t <\~civil, p. 6·', i7· ll Camden, p. 404. 
Goodal's ~cen Mary, vol H. p. 3 I 7· 
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fuitable to the connexions between them. IIenry, naturally uxorious, and not 
mifhufiing this fudden reconcilement, put himfelf implicitly into her hands, and 
attended her to Edinburgh. She lived in the palace of Ho1y-ro .,d-houfe ; but 
as the fituation of that place was low, and the cone, urfe of perfons about the 
court was necefl~uily attended with noife, which might difturb him in his prefent 
infirm fl:ate of health, thefe reafons were affigned for fitting up an apartment for 
him in a fol itary houfe, at fome diftance, called the Kirk of Field. 1\tlary here 
gave him marks of kindnefs and attachment; ihe converfed cordially with him ; 
and fhe lay fome nights in a room below his; but on the ninth of February, 
fhe told him, that ihe would pafs that night in the palace, becaufe the marriage 
of one of her fervants was there to be celebrated in her prefence. About two 
o'clock in the morning the whole town was much alarn1ed at hearing a great 
noife; and were ftill more aftonifhed, when it was difcovered, that the noife 
came from the King's houfe, which was blown up by gun-powder; that his. 
dead body was found at fome difiance in a neighbouring field ; and that no marks 

either of fireJ contufion or violence appeared upon it*. 
No doubt could be entertained but Henry was murdered; and the general 

onjecture foon pointed towards the earl of Bothwel as the author of that crimet. 
But as his favour with Mary was open and vifible, and his power great, no 
one ventured to declare openly his fentiments, and aB men remained in filence 
and tnute aftoniOun~nt. Voices, however, were heard in the ftreets, during 
the darknefs of the night, proclaiming Bothwel, and even Mary herfelf, to· 
be the murderers of the King ; placards were fecretly affixed to the fame pur
pofe; offers were made, that, upon giving proper fecurities, his guilt fhould be 
openly proved : But after one proclamation from the court, offering a reward 
and indemnity to any one that would difcover the author of that villainy, greater 
vigilance was employed in fearching out the fpreaders of the libels and reports 
againft Bothwel, and the ~een, than in tracing the caufes of the King's murder:.. 

or deteCting the regicides :f:. 
THE earl of Lenox, who lived at a difl:ance from the ccurt, in poverty and 

contempt, was rouzed by the report of his fon's murder, and wrote to the Queen, 
imploring fpeedy juftice againft the affaffins ; an1ong whom .he named the earl of 

Bothwe]:t' 

It was imagined, that Henry had· been flrangled before the hou!e was blown up : But this fup

pofition is contradiCl:ed by the confeffion of the criminals; and there is no neceility to admit it in order
to account for the condition of his body. There are many inftances that men's lives have been faved 

who have been blown up in fhips. Had Henry fallen on water he had not probably been killed. 

t rvfelvil, p. 78. Cabbala, p. 136. t Anderfon's Colleetions, vol. II. p. 38. vol. IV. p. 16]; 

16 . Spotfwood, p. :zoo. Keith, p. 37f. 
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Bothwel, Sir J ames Balfour and Gilbert Baffour his brother, Davi Ch~ lmers, Cha · I ·' xs6 ... . 
and four others of the ~1een's houfho~d; all of them perfons, who had b "e 1 

n1entioned in the p!Jcards affixed on the walls at Edinburgh *. Mary took his 
demand of fpeedy juf1ice in a very literal fenfe ; and allowing only fifteen days 
for the examination of this important affair, fhe fent a citation to Lenox, re-
qu iring him to appear in court, and prove his charge againft Bothwel t. This 
nobleman, meanwhile, and all the other perfons, accufed by Lenox, enjoyed 
their full lib -rty t; Bothwel himfelf was continually furrounded with armed 
n1en 11 ; took his place in council §; lived during fon1e time in the houfe with 
Mary + ; and feemed to poffefs all his wonted confidence and familiar ity with 
her. Even the cafile of Edinburgh, a place ,of great confequence, in this critical 
time, was entrufted to his creature, Sir J ames Balfour, who had himfelf been 
publickly charged as an accomplice in the King's murder~. Lenox, who had 
cmne as far as Stirling, with a view of appearing at the trial, was informed of 
all thefe circum1lances; and refleCting on the fmall train, which attended him, 
he began to entertain very juft apprehenfions from the power, infolence, and te -

merity of his enemy. He wrote to Mary, defiring that the day of trial mig t 

be prorogued ; and conjured her, by all the regard ¥hich !he bore to her own 
honour, to employ more leifure and deliberation in determining a quefiion of 
fuch extreme moment**. No regard was paid to his application: The jury 
was enclofed, of which the earl of Caithnefs was chancellor ; and tho' Lenox, 
forefeeing the precipitation, had ordered Cunningham, one of l;is retinue, to ap-
pear in court, and protefi, in his name, againft the acquital of the criminal, the 

jury proceeded to a fentence ft. The fentence was fuch as it behaved them to 1 zth Apdt. 

give, where neither accufer nor witnefs appeared; and Bothwel _ was abfolved 
from the King~s murder. The jury, however, apprehenfive that their fentence 
would give great fcandal, and perhaps expofe them afterwards to fome danger, 
entered a proteft, in which they reprefented the neceffity of their proceedings t:t:. 
It is remarkable, that the indictment was laid againft Bothwel for committing 
the crime on the ninth of February, not the tenth, the real day on which Henry 
was affaffinated §§. The interpretation generally put upon this error, too grofs, 
it was thought, to have proceeded fro1n miftake, was, ·that the fecret council, by 
whom Mary was govern~d, not trufl:ing entirely to. precipitation, violence, and 

3 P 2 authority, 

• · Keith, p. 372. Anderfon, vol. II. p. 3· t Keith, p. 373· t Ibid. P· 374, 3i5· 
11 Ibid. p. 405. § Anderfon, vol. I. p. 38, 40, 50, 52 + Ibid. vol. If. p. 274· ~ Spotf-
wood, p. 201. •• Keith, p. 375• Anderfon, vol. I. p. 52. tt Keith, p. 376. Anderfon, 
vol. II. p. 1 o6 Spotfwood, p. zo I. t t Spotfwood, p. 201. Anderfon, vol. I. p. I I 3. § Keitl\' 
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authority, had piovid~d this plea, by which they enfurcd, at all adventures, a 
p ad1b1e p1 etencc for acquitting Both wcl. 

'I\vo days after this txtraordinary ·tranGlCl:ion, a Pariiamcnt was held ; and 
tho' the fentence in favow· of Bothwel was attended with fuch circumftanccs as 
Hrong1y confirmed, rather than diminif11ed, the gtncral opinion of his guilt, he 
vas the perfon chofen to carry the royal fceprer on the firft meeting of that n;:(-
tional afi"'embly *. In this Parliament, a rigorous acr wa~ made again it thofe 
who fet up defamatory placards; but no notice was taken of the King's mur-
der t. The favour, which Mary openly bore to Bothv~'el, kept every one in 
awe; and the effects of this terror appeared more plainly in another tranfaction, 
which enfued immediately upon the diffolution of the Parlian1ent. A bond or 
a.ffociation was framed ; in which the fubfcribers, after relating the acquital of Both
wel by a legal trial, ana a farther offer, which he had made, to prove his inno
cence by fingle combat, oblige themfelves, in cafe any perfon fhould afterwards 
impute to him the King's murder, to fupport him with their whole power againft 
fuch calumniators. After this promife, which implied no great affurance in Both
wel of his own innocence, the fubfcribers n1entioned the neceffity of their ~1een's 
marriage, in order to fupport the government, and they recon1mended Bothwel 
to her as a hufuand t. This paper was fubfcribed by all the confider«ble nobility 
there prefent. In a country, divided by violent factions, fuch a concurrence in 
favour of one nobleman, no wife diftinguifhed above the reil:, except by his fia
gitious conduCt:, could never have been obtained, had' not every one been cer
taiQ, at leaft firmly perfuaded, that Mary was fully determined on this meafure I!· 
Nor would fuch a motive have fufficed to influence men, commonly fo ftubboz;n 
and intractable, had they not been taken by furprize, been ignorant of e:1ch 
others fent.ments, and overawed by the prefent power of the court, and by the 
apprehenfions of farther violence, from perfons fo little governed by any rules of 

hono ir 

* Kt:ith, p. 78. Crawf01d, p. I+· 
t Keith, p. 38o. The 0Eeen, in order to gain the people, agreed to an aa of Parliament, which 

dla.blifhc the proteftant religion; a conceffion which !he could never before be brought to make. 

:t Keith, p. 38 I. 
11 Mary hedi If confeifed, in her inftrutlions to the ambaifadors, which fhe fent to France, that 

B thwel perfuaded all the noblemen, that their application in favour of his marriage was agreeable 

to her. Keith, p. 389. Andcrfon, vol. I. p. 9+· Murray afterwards produced to Queen Elizabeth's 

commiffioners a paper figned by Mary, by which fhe permitted· them to make this application to her. 

This pnmiffion was a fuffic'cnt declaration of her intentions, and was eiJ:eemed equivalent to a com

mand . . Andcrfon, vel. IV. p 59· . They even aiferted, that the houfe, in which they met, was 
furrocmded \\ith a·med men. Gooda1} vol. II. p. 141. 
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honour and humanity. Even with all thefe circumftanccs, the fubfcription to Chap. n. 

1567. this paper may juiUy be regarded as a reproach to the nation. 
THE fubfequent meafures of Bothwel were equally precipitant and audacious. 

lVlary having gone to Stirli 1g to pay a vil'lt to her fon, he affembled a body of 
eight hundrLd horfe, under pretence of purfuing fome robbers on the bord('rs, 
and having way-laid her on her return, he feized her perfon near Edinburgh, 
and carried her to Dunbar, with an avowed defign of forcing her to yield to his 

1 
. ·r 

M I "} h . h . . d 1 . h h Z4t l • pn. purpofe. Sir J amcs e v~ , w o was In er retmue, was car ne a ong Wit er; 
and fc1ys not, that he faw any figns of reluctance or co~~fl:raint: He was even 
informed, as he tells us, by one of Bothwel's officers, that the whole tranfaetion 
was managed in concert with her*. A woman, indeed, of that fpirit and refo-
Jution, which is acknowledged to belong to l\1ary, does not ufually, on thefe 
occafions, give fuch marks of oppofition to real violence, as can appear any wife 
doubtful or ambiguous. Some of the nobility, however, in order to put mat-
ters to farther trial, fent her a private meffage; in which they told her, that, 
if in reality fhe lay under force, they would ufe all their efforts to relieve her. 
Her anfwer was, that !he had indeed been carried to Dunbar by violen·ce ; but 
Iince her a~rivai had been fo well treated th' re, that fhe willingly remained with 
Bothwel t. No one gave themfelves thenceforth any folicitude to relieve her 
from a captivity, which they believed to have proceeded entirely fron1 her own 
approbation and connivance. 

1"'HIS unufual conduct was at fir!l: afcribed to Mary's fenfe of the infamy, attend
ing her purpofed marriage ; and her defire of finding fome colour to glofs over 
the irregularity of her conduct. But a pardon given to Bothwel a few days 
afterwards, made the public carry fomewhat farther their conjectures. In this 
ceed, Bothwel received a remiffion for the violence committed on the ~1een's 
perfon ; and for all other crimes : A claufe, by which the murder of the King 
was indirectly pardoned. The rape was then conjectured to be only a contrivance 
of thefe politicians, in order to afford a pretence for indirectly remitting a crime, 
of which they dur!l: not .)penly make any mention :f:. 

THESE events paffed with fuch rapidity, that men had no leifurc to admire 
fufficiently one incident, when they were furprized with a new one, equally rare 
and uncommon. There frill, however, remained one difficulty, which, it was 
not eafy to forefee, how the ~1een and Bothwel, determined as they were to 
execute their !hameful purpofe, could find expedients to overcome. The man, 
who had procured the fubfcription of the nobility, recommending him as a huf-

band 
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band to the ~.1een, and who had acted this feC'ming violence on her per on, in 
.order to force her confent, had been married fix months before to another wo
nun; to a woman of 1nerir, of a very no le family, Gfter to the earl of Hunt
ley. But Ferfons biinded with paffion, and infatuated with crimes, fo~n £hake 
off all appearance of decency. A fuit v.tas commenced for a divorce between 
Bothwel and his wife; and this fuit was opened at the fame inftant in two differ
ent, or rather oppofite courts; in the court of the archbifhop of St. Andrews, 
which was popifh, and governed itfelf by the canon law ; and in the new con

fifl:orial or commiffariot court, which was prote(Lmt, and WJS regubted by the 
principles of the reformed teachers. The plea advanced in each court, was fo 
calculated as to fuit the principles which there prevailed : In tLe archbiihop's 
court, the pretence of confanguinity was en1ployed, becaufe Bothwel was related 
to his wife in the fourth degree; in the rommifiariot court, the accufation of 
adultery was made t1fe of againft him. The parties too who applied for the di
vorce, were different in the different courts : Bothwel was the perfon who fued 
in the former ; his wife in the latter. And the fuit in both courts was opened, 
p.eaded, examined, and decided with the utmoft precipitation, and a fentence of 

divorce was pronounced in four days*. 

THE divorce being thus obtained, it was thought proper that Ma:y fhould be 
conducted to Edinburgh, and Ihould there appear before the courts of j udica
ture, and fhould acknowlege herfelf to be refrored to entire freedom. This was 
undedl:ood to be contrived with a view of obviating all doubts with regard to the 
validity of her marriage. Orders were then given to publifh the banns in the 
church, between the Queen and the duke of Orkney; for that was the title 
which he now bore; and Craig, a minifter of Edinburgh, was applied to for that 
purpofe. This clergyman, not content with having, for fome time, refufed 
compliance, publicly in his fermons condemned the marriage; and exhorted all 
thofe who had accefs to the ~een, to give her their advice againft fo fcandalous 
an alliance. Being called before the council, to anfwer for this liberty, he fhowed 
a courage which might cover the whole nobles · with fhame, on account of their 
tamenefs and fervility. He faid'} that, by the rules of the church, the earl of Both· 
wel, being conviCted of adultery, could not be permitted to marry; that the 
divorce between him and his former wife, was plainly procured by collufion, as 
appeared by the precipitation of that fentence, and the fudden conclufion of his · 
marriage with the ~een ; and that all the fufpicions which prevailed, with re- . 
gard to the King's murder, and the ~1een's concurre~ce in the former rape, 

would 

• Anderfon; vol. II. p. zSo~ 
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would thence receive undoubted confirmation. He therefore exhorted Bothwel, Chap. II. 
who was prefent, no longer to perfevere in his prefent criminal enterprizes; and. 

1
5

6
7· 

turning his difcourfe to the other counfellors, he charged them to employ all their 
influence with the ~1een, in diverting her frotn a meafure which would cover 
her with infamy and diil1onour. Not fatisfied even with this admonition, he took 
the firft opportunity of informing the public, from the pulpit, of this whole 
tranfaB:ion, and expreffed to them h1s fears, that, notwithftanding all remon
ihances, their fovereign was ftill obfl:inately bent on her fatal purpofe. " For: 
" himfelf," he faid, '~ he had already difcharged -his confcience, and yet again 
,, would take heaven and earth to witnefs, that he abhorred and detefl:ed that 
" marriage, as fcandalous and hateful in the fight of n1ankind: But fince the 
" Great, as he perceived, either by their flattery or filenc~, gave countenance to 
" the meafure, he befought the Faithfl:ll to pray fervently to the Almighty, that 
" a refolution~ which was taken contrary to all law, reafon, and good confcience, 
" might, by the divine bleffing, be turned to the comfort and benefit of the 
" church and kingdom." Thefe fpeecbes offended the court extremely; and 
Craig was anew fummoned before the council, to anfwer for his temerity in thus 
paffing the bounds 'of his corn million. But he told them, that the bounds of his 
commiffion were the word of God, good laws, and natural reafon; and were the 
~een's marriage tried by any of thefe three ftandards, it would appear infamous 
and difhonourable, and would be fo efteemed by the whole world. The counci l 
were fo overawed by this heroic behaviour in a private clergyman, that they dif-
miifed him without farther cenfure or puni!hment *. 

BuT tho' this tranfaB:ion might have recalled Bothwel and the ~een of Scots; 
from their infatuation, and might have infl:ruB:ed them in the difpofitions of the 
people, as well as their own inability to oppofe them ; they were frill refolute to 
rufh forward to their own manifeft defl.ruB:ion. The marriage was celebrated cy 15 May. 
the bi!hop of Orkney, a protefl:ant, who was afterwards depofed by the church Queen of 

for this fcandalous compliance. Few of the nobility appeared at the ceremony : Scots rnarriei 

For they had moft of them, either from !hame or fear, retired to their own houfes. Bothwel. 

The French a'mbaifador, Le Croc, an aged gentleman of honour and charaCter, 
could not be prevailed on, tho' a dependent of the houfe of Guife, to counte· 
n~nce the marriage by his prefence t. Elizabeth remonflrated, by very friendly 
letters and meffages, againft the marriage :1: : The court of France made like op-
pofition; but Mary, tho' on all other occa!ions fhe was extremely obfequious to 

tie 
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the advice of her relations in that country, was here determined to pay no regard 

to their opinion. 
THE news of thefe tranfaetions, being carried to foreign countries, fill ed all 

Europe with amazement, and threw infamy not only on the principal aCtors in 
them, but alfo on the whole nation, who feemed, by their fubmifilon and fil cnc(', 
and even by their declared approbation, to give their fanEtion to thefe fca ndalous 
practices 11· The Scotch, who refided abroad, met with fuch reproa~hes, tha t 
they dudl: no where appear in public; and they earnefi ly exhorted their country
men at home, to free them from the public odium, by bring:ng to condign pu
niChment the authors of fuch atrocious crimes. This intelligence, with a little 
more leifure for refleCtion, roufed men at laft from their lethargy ; and the ru

n1ours, which from the very beginning t, had been fpread againfl: M ary, as if 
fhe had concurred in the King's murder, feemed now, by the fubfequent tranf
aetions, to have received a ftrong confirmation and authority. It wa(.; every wl.e re 

faid, that, even tho' no particular and di rect proofs had as yet been produced· of 
the ~een's guilt, the whole tenor of her late conduct was fufficient, not only 
to beget fufpicion, but to produce entire conviCtion againft her: That her fud
den rcfolution of being reconciLd to her hu.fband, whom before fl1e had long and 
juftly hated; her bringing him to court, from which fhe had bJnifhed him by 
neglects and rigours; her fitting up feparate apartments for him ; were all of them 

_ circumfi:ances, which, tho' trivial in themfel ves~ yet, being corn pared with the 
following events, bore a very unfavourable afpeB: for her: 'fhat the le ail: w hi eh, 

after the King's murder, might have been expeB:eo in her fitu ation, was a more 
than ufual caution in h('r meafures, and an extreme anxiety to punifh the real 
affaffins, in order to free herfelf from all reproach and fufpicion: That no wo

man, who had any regard to her character, would allow a man, publicly accufed 
of her hufband's murder, fo much as to approach her prefence, far 1efs give 

him a !hare in her counci's, and endow him with favour and authority : That an 
acquital merely in the abfence of accufers, was very ill fitted to fatisfy the public; 
efpecially if that abfence proceeded from a defigned precipit1tion of the fentence, 
and from the terror which her known friend !hip for the criminal had infufed into 
every one: That the very mention of her marriage to fuch a perfon, in fu-ch cir
cumfta~ces, was horrible ; and the contrivance of extorting a confent of the no
bility, and of concerting a rape, were grofs artifices, more proper to betray her 
guilt than prove her innocence : That where a woman thus fhews a confcioufnefs 
of merited reproach, and, inftead of correCting, provides only thin gloffes to 

5 CO\'er 
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cover her exceptionable conduct, fue betrays a negleCt of fame, which muft ei
ther be the effect or the caufe of the moft !hameful enormities : That to efpoufe 
a n1an, who had a few days before been fo fcandaloufiy divorced from his wife ; 
who, to fay the lc:afi:, was believed to have, a few months before, affaffinated her 
hufband, wa) fo contrary to the plaineft rules of behaviour~ that no pretence of in
difcretion or imprudence could account for fuch a conduct: That a woman, who, fa 
foon after her hufband's death, tho' not attended with any extraordinary circum
ftances, contracts a marriage which might, in itielf, be the moft blamelefs, can
not efcape fevere cenfure; but one who overlooks, for her pleafure, fo many othe1 
weighty confiderations, was equally capabl~, in gratifying her appetites, to ne
gleB: every regard to honour, and to humanity : That Mary was not ignorant of 
the prevailing opinion of the public, with regard to her own guilt, and of the 
inferences which would every where be drawn fron1 her conduCt:; and therefore, 
if fhe ftill continued to purfue meafures which gave fuch juft offence, fhe ratified, 
by her aCtions, as much as by the moft formal confeffion, all the furmizes and 
imputations of her enemies : That the only circumftance which oppofed all thefe 
prefumptions, was, the benignity and goodnefs of her preceding behaviour, 
which feemed to remove her from all fufpicion of fuch atrocious inhumanity; 
but that the characters of men were extremely variable, and the perfons who were 
guilty of the worft aCtions, were not always naturally of the worft and moft cri-
1ninal difpofitions: That a woman, who, in a critical and dangerous moment, 
had facrificed her honour to a man of abandoned principles, might thenceforth be 
led blindfold by him to the commiffion of the moft enormous crimes, and was 
in reality no longer at her own difpofal: Ann that tho' one fuppofition was ftill 
left to alleviate her blame, viz. that Bothwel, prefuming on her affection towards 
him, had of himfelf committed the crime, and had never communicated it to 

her, yet fuch a fudden and paffionate love to a man whom fhe had long known, 
could not eafil y be accounted for, without fuppofing fome degree of preceding 
guilt; and as it appeared that fhe was not afterwards reftrained, either by fhame or 
pruaence, from incurring the higheil: reproach and danger, it was not likely, that 
a fenfe of duty or humanity would have a more powerful influence over her. 

THESE were the general fentiments which prevailed throughout Scotland ; and 
as the proteftant teachers, who had great authority, had long borne a great ani
n1ofity towards Mary, the opinion of her guilt was, by that means, the more 
widely diffufed, and made the deeper impreffion on every one. Some attempts 
made by Bothwel, and, as it is pretended, with her confent, to get the young 
prince into his power, excited the m oft ferious attention; and the principal nobility, 
even many of thofe who had formerly been conftrained to fign the application in 
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Chap. II. favour of Bothwel's marriage, met at Stirling, and formed an affociation for 
1567· proteCting the prince, and punifhing the King's murderers*. The earl of 

Athole himfelf, a known catholic, was the firft author of this confederacy: The 

earls of Argyle, Morton, Mar, Glencarne, the lords Boyd, Lindefey, Hun1e, 

~emple, Kirkaldy of Grange, Tullibardine, and fecretary Lidington, entered 

zea1oufly into it. The earl of Murray, forefeeing fuch turbulent times, and be· 

ing dtfirous to keep free of thefe dangerous fattions, had, fotne time before,. 

defired and obtained Mary's permiffion to retire intQ France. 

Tnfimeaions LoRD Hume was firft in arms; and leading a body of eight hundred horfe, 

in Scotland. fuddenly invironed the Queen of Scots and Bothwel, in the caftle of Borthwic. 

1'hey found means to make their efcape to Dun bar; while the confederate lords 

were affembling their troops at Edinburgh, and taking meafures to effectuate their 

purpofe. I lad Bothwel been fo prudent as to keep within the fortrefs of Dunbar, 

his enemies muft have been diffipated for want of pay and fub.fiftence ; but hear

ing that the lords were fallen into difl:refs, he was fo ralh as to take the field, 

I 5tl1 June. and advance towards them. The armies met at Carberry Hill, about fix: 

miles from Edinburgh ; and Mary becan1e foon fenfible, that her own troops 

difapproved of her caufe, and were averfe to fpend their blood in the quarrel t. 
• After fome bravadoes of Bothwel, where he difcovered very little courage, fhe 

faw no refource but that of holding a conference with Kirkaldy of Grange, and 

of putting herfelf, upon fome general promifes, into the hands of the confede

rates. She was conducted to Edinburgh, amidft the infults of the populace, 

who reproached her with her crimes, and even held before her eyes, which 

ever way fhe turned, a banner, on which was painted the murder of her huf

band, and the diftrefs of her infant fon :f:. Mary, oyerwhelmed with her ca

lamities, had recourfe to tears and lamentations. Meanwhile Bothwel, during 

her conference with Grange, fled unattended to Dunbar ; and fitting out fome 

Jbips, fet fail for the Orkneys, where he fubfifted during fome time by pyracy 

He was purfued thither by Grange, and his .lhip was taken, with feveral of his 

fervants, who afterwards difcovered all the circumftances of the King's murder, 

and were punifhed forth~ crin1e 11· Bothwel himfelf efcaped in a boat, and found 

n1eans to get a paffage to Denmark, where he was thrown into prifon, loft his 

fenfes, and died miferably about ten years afterwards: A:n end worthy of hi$ 

flagitious conduct and behaviour. 

lmprifonment THE ~een of Scots, now in the hands of an enraged faction, met with fuch 

of Mary. treatment as a fovereign may naturally expect from fubjetb who have their future 

, fears 
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fears to provide againfl, as well as their prefent animofity to gratify. It is pretended, 
that !he behaved with a fpirit very little fuitabJe to her condition, avowed her in
violable attachment to Bothwel *, and even wrote him a letter, which the lords 

intercepted, where ihe declared, that ihe would endure any extremity, nay, refign 

'her dignity and power, rather than relinquifl1 his affections t. The infurgents, 

finding the danger to which they were expofed, in cafe Mary fhould finally pre
vail, thought themfelves obliged to proceed with rigour againft her; and they 
fent her next day under a guard to the caftle of Lochlevin, fituated in a lake 

of that name. The miftrefs of the houfe was mother to the earl of Murray; 

and as fhe pretended to have been lawfully married to the late King of Scots, 

!he naturally bore an animofity to Mary, and treated her with the utmofi: hJrfh

nefs and feverity. 

ELIZAB.J::TH, who was exaCl:Iy informed of all thofe events, feemed touched 
with cornpaffion towards the unfortunate Q8een; and as all her fears and jealou· 

fies were now laid afleep, by the confideration of that ruin and infamy in which 
Mary's conduCt: had involved her, !he began to reflect on the initability of hu .. 

man affairs, the precarious ftate of royal grandeur, the danger of encouraging 

rebellious fubjetl:s; and ihe refolved to employ her authority for alleviating the 

calamities of her unhappy fifter. She fent Sir Nicholas Throcmorton ambaffa
dor to Scotland, in order to remonftrate both with Mary and the a!fociated 

lords; and ilie gave him inftruB:ions which, tho' mixt with fome lofty preten

fions, were full of that good fenfe which was fo natural to her, and of that genera. 
fity which the prefent interefting fituation had called forth. She empowered him 
to declare in her name to Mary, that the late condutt of that p,rincefs, fo enormous, 

and in every refpeB: fo unjuftifiable, had given her the higlieft offence; and tho~ 

fhe felt the movements of pity towards her, ihe had once determined never to 
interpofe in her affairs, either by advice or affiftance, but to abandon her entirely, 
as a perfon whofe condition was totally defperate, and honour irretrieveable: That 

fhe was well affured, that other foreign princes, Mary's near relations, had em
braced the fame refolution ; but, for her p1rt, the late events had touched her 

heart with more tender fympathy, and had nude her adopt meafures more fa
vourable to the liberty and interefts of the unhappy ~een: That ihe was de
termined not to fee her oppreffed by her rebellious fubjeB:s, but would employ 
all her good offices, and even her power, to redeem her frotn captivity, and place 
her in fuch a condition as would at once be compatible with her dignity, and the 

3 Q.. 2 fafety 
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fafety of her fubjeCl:s : That 1he entreated her to lay afide ~11 th~ughts of re· 

venge, except againft the murderers of her hufband; and as 1he herfelf was his 

near relation, 1he was better entitled than the fubjects of Mary to interpofe her 

authority on that head, and fhe therefore befo!Jght that princefs, if !he had any 

regard to her own honour and fafety, not to oppofe fo juft and reafonable a de

n1and: That after thofe two points vrere provided for, her own liberty, and the 

puni!hment of her hufband's affaffins, the fafety of her infant fon was next to be 

confidered ; and there feemed no exfedient more proper for that purpofe, than 

the fending him to be educated in England : And that befides the fecurity which 

would attend his removal from all factions and convulfions, there were many 

other beneficial confequences, which it was eafy to forefee as the refult of his 

education in that country*. 

THE rethonftrances which Throcmorton was inftrucred to make to the affoci· 

ated lords, were entirely conformable to thefe fentiments which Elizabeth enter

tained in Mary's favour. She emr~owered him to tell them, that whatever 

blame 1he might throw on Mary's conduCt, any oppofltion to their fovereign was 

' totally unjuftifiable, and incompatible with all order and good government : That 

it belonged not to them to reform, much lefs to punifh, the mal·adminiftration 

of their prince; and the only arms which fubjetls could in any cafe lawfully em

ploy againft the fupreme authority, were entreaties, councils, and reprefentations : 

-That if thefe expedients failed, they were next to appeal by their prayers to Hea

ven ; and to wait with patience till the Almighty, in whofe hands are the hearts 

of princes, lhould be pleafed to turn then1 to juftice and to mercy : That fue 

inculcated not this doCtrine becaufe the herfelf was interefted in its obfervance; 

but becaufe it was tmiverfally rece:ved in all well governed ftates, and was 

effential to the prefervation of civil fociety : That 1he required them to reftore 

their ~een to liberty; and promifed, in that cafe, to concur with them in all 

proper expedients for regulating the government, for puniihing the King's mur

derers, and for guarding the life and liberty of the infant prince : And that if 

· the fervices which fhe had lately conferred on the Scotifh nation, in protecting 

them from foreign ufurpation, were Guly confidered by them, they would repofe 

confidence in her good offices, and 1Vould efteem themfelves blatne-worthy in 

never having as yet made any application to her t. ' 

ELIZABETH, befides thefe remonft~ances, fent by Throcmorton fome articles 

of accommodation, which he was to propofe to both parties, as expedients for the 

r ttlen1ent of public affairs ; and tho' thefe articles included fome confiderable 

reftraints 
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reftraints on the fovereign power, they were in the n1ain calculated for Mary's 
advantage, and were fufficiently indulgent to her*. The affociated lords, 
who were determined to proceed with greater feverity, were apprehenfive of Eli
zabeth's partiality; and being fenfible, that Mary would take courage fr01n the 
proteCtion of that powerful princefs t, they thought proper, after feveral affeCt
ed delays, to refufe the Englifh ambaffador all accefs to her perfon. There were 

four different fchemes propofed in Scotland, for the treatment of the captive 
Queen : One, that .!he fhould be reftored to her authority under very ftriet limi
tations : The fecond, that fhe fhould be obliged to refign her crown to the prince, 

be banifhed the kingdom, and be confined either to France or England ; 
with affurance from the fovereign in whofe dominions fhe fhould reflde, that fhe 

fhould make no attempts to the difiurbance of the eft:ablifhed government: The 
third, that fhe iliould be publicly tried for her crimes, of which her enemies pre· 
tended to have undoubted proof and be condemned to perpetual imprifonment : 

The fourth was frill more fevere, and required, that, after her condemnation, 
capital puniiliment fhould be inflicted upon her :j:. Throcmorton fupported the 
1nildefr propofal; but tho' he promifed his miftrefs's guarantee for the perform
ance of articles, threatned them with immediate vengeance in cafe of refufa1 [!, 

and warned them not to draw on themfelves, by their violence, the public re .. 
proach, which now Jay upon the ~een; l1e found, that excepting fecretary Li
dington, he had not the good fortune to convince any of the leaders. All coun

cils feemed to tend towards the more fevere expedients ; and the preachers, in 
particular, drawing their examples from the rigorous maxims of the Old Tdra. 
n1ent, which can only be warranted by particular revelations, inflamed the n1inds 
of the people againfr their unhappy fovereign ~~; 

THERE were feveral pretenders to the regency of the young prince, after the 
intended depofition of Mary. The earl of Lenox claimed that authority as 
grandfather to the prince : The duke of Chatelrault, who was abfent in France, 
had pretenfions as next heir to the crown : But the greateft number of the affo
ciated lords inclined to the earl of Murray, in whofe capacity they had the great
eft truft, and who poifeffed the entire confidence of the preachers and more zea
lous reformers. All meafures being therefore concerted, three infrruments were 

{ent to Mary, by the hands of lord Lindefey and Sir Robert Melvil; by one of 

which file was to reGgn the crown in favour of her fon, by another to appoint 
Murray regent, by the third to name a Council, which fho~ld adminifter the go .. 

• Keith, p. 416. 
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vernment till his arrival in Scotland. The Queen of Scots, feeing no profpett 

of relief, lying juftly under apprehenfions of her life, and believing, that no 

deed, which fhe executed during her captivity, could be valid, was prevailed on, 

after a plentiful effufion of tean:, to fign thefe three infhuments; and fhe took 

not the trouble of infpeB:ing any one of them*. In confequence of this fo: ced 

refignation, the young prince was proclaimed King, under the name of 

J ames the !ixth. He was foon after crowned at Stirling, and the earl of Mo.r· 

ton took in his name the oath of Coronation ; in which a promife to extirpate 

herefy was not forgot. Some republican pretenG.ons in favour of the people'~ 

power were countenanced in this ceremony t; and a coin was foon after ftrucl,.., 

on which the famous faying of Trajan was infcribed, Pro me; fi merear, in me: 

For me; if I deferve it, againft me :J:. Throcmorton had orders from his mif

trefs not to affift at the coronation of the King of Scots ll· 

THE council of regency had not long occafion to exercile their authority. 

The earl of Murray arrived from France, and took poffeffion of his high office. 

He paid a vifit to the captive Q8een; and fpoke to her in a manner which better 

fuited her paft conduct than her prefent condition. This harfh treatment quite 

extinquifhed in her breaft any remains of affeCtion towards him §. Murray pro· 

ceeded afterwards to break, in a more public manner, all terms of decency with 

her. l-Ie fun1moned a Parliament ; and that affembly, after voting that fhe 

was undoubtedly an accomplice in her huiband's murder, condemned her to im· 

prifonment, ratified her dimiffion of the crown, and acknowleged her fon for 

King, and Murray for regent+· The regent, who was a n1an of vigour and 

abilities, employed himfelf fuccefsfully in reducing the kingdom. He bribed 

Sir James Balfour to furrender the caftle of Edinburgh: He conftrained the gar

rifon of Dunbar to open their gates: And he demolifhed that fortrefs. 

BuT tho' every thing thus bore a favourable afpeet to the new government, and 

all men feemed to fubmit to Murray's authority; a violent revolution, however 

neceffary, can never be effected without great difcontents ; and it was not likely, 

that in a country, where the government, in its moft fettled ftate, poffeffed a 

very disjointed authority, a new eftablifhment fhould n1eet with no interruption 

or difturbance. Few confiderable men of the nation feemed willing to fupport 

Mary, fo long as Bothwel was prefent; but the removal of that obnoxious no

bleman had altered the fentiments of many. The duke of Chatelrault beincr 
' t:> 

difappointed of the regency, bore no good will to M urray and his counfellors ; 

and 
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and the fame fentiments were embraced by all his numerous retainers: Several 
of the nobility, finding that others had taken the lead among the affociators, 
formed a faCtion apart, and oppofed the prevailing power : And befides fome re

mains of duty and affection towards Mary, the malecontent lords, finding every 
thing carried to extremity againft her, were naturally led to embrace her caufe~ 
and fhelter themfelves under her authority. All thofe who retained any propenfity 
to the catholic religion were inclined to join this party; and even the people in 
general, tho' they had formerly either detefted Mary's crimes, or blamed her 
imprudence, were now moved by her misfortunes to compaffionate her prefent 
ficuation, and lamented, that a perfon, poffeffed of fo many amiable accomplifh ... 
ments, joined to fuch high dignity, filould be treated with fuch extreme rigour 
and feverity +· Animated by all thefe motives, n1any of the principal nobility, 
now adherents to the ~1een of Scots, met at Hamilton, and concerted meafures 

for fupporting the caufe of that princtfs. 

WHILE thefe humours were in agitation, Mary was en1ployed in contrivances 
for effecting her efcape ; and ihe engaged, by her charms and careffes, a young 
gentleman, George Douglas, brother to the laird of Lochlevin, to affift her in 
that enterprize. She even went fo far as to give him hopes of efpoufing her, 
after her marriage with Bothwel !hould be diifolved on the plea of force; and file 
propofed this expedient to the regent, who rejected it. Douglas, however, per
fevered in his endeavours to free her from captivity ; and having all opportunities 
of accefs to the houfe, he was at laft fuccefsful in the undertaking. He con
veyed her in difguife into a fmall boat, and himfelf rowed her afhore. She 
haftened to Hamilton ; and the news of her arrival in that place being immediately 
fpread abroad, 1nany of the nobility flocked to her with their forces. A bond of 
affociation for her defence was figned by the earls of Argyle, Huntley, E gling
ton, Crawford, Caffiles, Rothes, Montrofe, Southerland, Errol, nine bilhops, 
and nine barons, befides many of the moft confiderable gentry*. And in a few 
days an army, to the number of fix thoufand men, was affembled under her 

ftandard. 

ELIZABETH was no fooner informed of Mary's efcape, than 1he difcovered her 
refolution of perfevering in the fame generous and friendly meafures, which fl1e 
had hitherto purfued. If fhe had not employed force againft the regent, during 
the imprifonment of that princefs, £he had been chiefly with-held by the fear of 
pufhing him ~o greater extremities againft her t ; but file had propofed to the 

court 
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Ch:1p. n. c0 urt of France an expedient, which, tho' lefs violent, would ktve been no lefs 

1 ;GS. effectual for her fervice: She defired that France and England !hould by concert 

cut off all commerce with the Scotch, till they lhould do juftice to their injured 

fovereign :f:. She now difpatched Leighton into Scotland to offer both her good 

ofiices, and the affiftance of her force to Mary; but as fhe was apprehenfive of 

the entrance of French troops into the kingdom, fhe dcfired that the controverfy 

between the ~een of Scots and her fubjeB:s n1ight by that princefs be referred 

entirely to her arbitration, and that no foreign fuccours fhould be introduced 

Into Scotland IJ. 
BuT Elizabeth had not leizure to exert fully her efforts in favour of Mary. 

The regent made hafte to affemble forces; and notwithftanding that his army 

was inferior in number to that of the ~een of Scots, he took the field againfr 

IJth May. her. A battle was fought at Langfide near Glafgow, which was entirely decifive 

in favour of the affociated lords; and tho' the regent, after his victory, ftopt the 

bloodfhed, yet was the aB:ion followed by a total difperfion of the ~een's party. 

That unhappy princefs fled fouthwards from the field of battle with great precipita-

Maryfliesinto tion, and came, with a few attendants, to the borders of England. She here delibe

England. rated concerning her next meafures, which would probably prove fo important 

to her future happinefs or mifery. S~e found it impoffible to remain in her own 

kingdom : She had an averfion, in her prefent wretched condition, to return into 

France, where ihe had formerly appeared with fo much fplendour; and was not, 

befides, provided of a veffeJ, which could fafely convey her thither: The late 

generous behaviour of Elizabeth made her hope for defence, and even affiftance, 

frotn that quarter* ; and as the prefent fears of her dome(lic enernies were the 

moft urgent, lhe overlooked all other confiderations, and embraced the refofution 

of taking ihelter in England. She embarked on board a fiihing-boat in Galloway, 

x6th May. and landed the fan1e day at Wirkington in Cumberland, about thirty miles dif• 

tant from Carlifle ; whence ihe immediately difpatched a meffenger ~o London ; 

notifying her arrival, cefiring liberty to vi fit Elizabeth, and craving her protection, 

in confequence of former profeffions of friendihip, made her by that princefs. 

ELIZABETH now found herfelf in a fituation, when it was become neceifary to 

take fome decifive refolution with regard to her treatment of the ~een of Scots; 

and as ihe had hitherto, contrary to the opinion of Cecil, attended more to the 

motives of generofity than of policy t, fhe was engaged by that prudent minifter to 

weigh anew all the confiderations, which occurred in this critical conjunCture. 

He 
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He reprefented, that the party, which had dethroned Mary, and had at prefent 
a!fumed the government of Scotland, were always the partizans of the Engli!h 
alliance, and were engaged, by all the motives of religion and of intereft, to per
fevere in their connexions with Elizabeth: That tho' Murray and his friends 
might complain of fome unkind ufage during their banifhment in England, they 
would eafily forget thefe grounds of quarrel, when they confidered, that Elizabeth 
was the only ally, on whom they could fafely depend, and that their own ~een, 
by her attachment to the catholic faith, and by her other connexions, excluded 
them entirely from the friendfhip of France, and even from that of Spain : That 
Mary, on the other hand, even before her violent breach with her proteftant 
fubjects, was in fecret entirely governed by the counfels of the houfe of Guife; 
much more, would !he implicitly comply with their views, when by her own 
n1ifconduct the power of that family and of the zea~ous catholics was become her 
fole refource and fecurity : That her pretenfions to the Englith crown would 
render her a very dangerous inftrument in their hands; and were fhe once able_ 
to fupprefs the proteftants in her own kingdom, fhe would unite the Scotch and 
Engli!h catholics, with thofe of all foreign ftates, in one confederacy againft the 
religion and government of England : That it behoved Elizabeth therefore to 
proceed with caution in the defign of reftoring her rival to the throne; and to 
take care, both that that enterprize, if undertaken, fhould be effeCted by Englilh 
forces alone, and that full fecurities .fhould beforehand be provided for the re
forn1ers and the reformation in Scotland : That above all, it was requifite to 
guard carefully the perfon of that princefs; left, finding kthis unexpeCted referve 
in the Engli!h friendfhip, fhe fhould fuddenly take the refolution .of flying into 
F rance, and fhould attempt by foreign force to recover poffeffion of her authority : 
That her defperate fortunes and broken reputation fitted her for any attempt ; 
and her refentment, when fhe fhould find herfelf thus deferted by the ~een, 
vould concur with her ambition and her bigotry, and render her an unrelenting, 

ns well as powerful, enemy to the Englifh government : That if fhe was once 
abroad, in the hands of enterprizing Catholics, the attack of EngJ.and would 
appear to her as eafy as that of Scotland; and the only method, fhe muft imagine, 
of recovering her native kingdom, would be to acquire that crown, to which fhe 
would efreem herfelf equally intitled: That a neutrality in fuch interefting fitua
tions, tho' it might be pretended, could never, without the moft extreme danger, 
be upheld by the OEeen ; and the detention of Mary was equally requifite, whe
ther the power of England were to be employed in her favour, or againft her: 
That nothing indeed was more becoming a great prince than generofity ; yet the 
fuggeftions of this noble principle could r:ever, without the utmoft imprudence, be 

3 R conf~Itecj 
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confnltecl in fuch delicate circumftances as thofe in which the- ~een was at pre· 
fent placed; \/here her o vn fafety and the interefis of her people were intimately 

concerned in every refolution which ilie embraced : That tho' the example of 

fuccefsful rebellion, efpecially in a neighbouring country, could be no wife agr· e

able to any fovereign, yet Mary's imprudence had been fo great, perhaps her 

crimes fo enonnous, that the infurrecrion of fubjeCts, after fuch provocation, 

could no longer be regarded as a precedent againfl: other princes: That it was 
firH: ne effary for Elizabeth to afcertain, in a regular anrt fatisfaB:ory n1anner, 

the extent of l\1ary's guilt, and thence to determine the degree of protection 

which fhe ought to afford her, againft her difcontented fubjects : That as no 

g1ory could furpafs that of defending oppreffed innocence, it was equally infamous 

to patronize vice and murder on the throne; and the contagion of fuch dif
honour would extend itfelf to all who countenanced or fupported it: i\nd that if 
the crimes of the Scotch princefs !hould, on enquiry, appear as great and certain 

as was affin11ed and believed, every meafure againft her, which policy 1hould 

dictate, would thence be juftified ; or if !he fhould be found innocent, every 

enterprize, which friend!hip 1hould infpire, would be acknowledged laudable 

and glorious. 
AGREEABLE to thefe views, Elizabeth refolved to proceed in a feemingly friend

ly, but really cautious manner, with the ~een of Scots; and ihe immediately fent 

orders to lady Scrope, fH1er to the duke of Norfolk, a lady who lived in the 

neighbourhood, to attend on that princefs. Soon after !he difpatched to her the 

lord Scrope himfelf, warden of the marches, and Sir Francis Knolles, vice cham

berlain. 1lhey found Mary already lodged in the caftle of Carlifie; and after 

expreffing the QEeen's fympathy with her in her late misfortunes, they told her, 

that her requeft of being allowed to vifit tneir fovereign, and of being admitted 

tO her prefence, could not at prefent be complied with : Till ilie had cleared 

herfelf of her hufband's murder, of which fhe was fo ftrongly accufed, Eliza

beth could not without di!honour fhow her any countenance, or appear indiffe

rent to the affaffination of fo near a kinfman *. So unexpeCted a check threw 

l\1ary into tears ; and the neceffity of her fituation extorted fron1 her a declara~ 
tion, that fhe would willingly juftify herfelf to her fift(-r from all imputations, and 

would fubmit her caufe to the arbitration of fo good a friend t. Two days 

after, ilie fent lord Herreis to London with a letter to the fame purpofe. 

THIS conceffion, which Mary could fcarce avoid, without an acknow1e<Yement 0 

of guilt, was the point expeeted and defired by Elizabeth: She immediately dif-

patched 

* Ander(on, vol. IV. P·54' 66, 8z, 83, 86. t Ibid. p. to, 55, 87, 
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patched Mid~emore to t11e regent of Scotlaad ; requiring hi ooth to defift rom 

the farther profecution of his ~een's party, and to fend fome perfons to London 

to juftify his conduCt with regard to her. l\1urray might juflly be ftartled at receiv

ing a meffage, which muft have appeared fomewhat imperious; but as his domeftic 
enemies were numerous and powerful) and England was the foie ally, which he 

could expeB: an1ong foreign nations, he was refolved rather to digeft the affront 

than provoke Elizabeth by a refufal. He alfo confidered, that tho' that ~een 

had hitherto appeared partial to Mary, 'her intercil: evidently engaged her to 

fupport the King's caufe in Scotland ; and it was not to be doubted but that pe
netrating princefs would in the end.difcover this advantage, and would at leaft 

afford him a patient and equitable hearing, I-Ie therefore replied, that ne would 

himfelf take a journey into England, attended with other con miffioners, an 
would willingly fubmit the determination of his caufe to Elizabeth*. · 

LoRD f-Ierreis now perceived, that his miftrefs naa aavanced too far in her -con-· 

ceffions : He endeavoured to maintain, that l\1ary could not, without diminution of 
her royal dignity, fubmit to a conteft with her rebellious fubjects before a foreign 

prince; and he required either prefent aid from England, or liberty for his ~een 
to pafs over into France. Being preffed, however, with the former agreement 

before the Englifh council, he again renewed his con(ent; but in a few days he 

began anew to recoil, and it was with fome difficulty that he was brought to acqui

efce in the firCt determination t. Thefe fluctuations, which were inceffantly re

newed, fhowed his vifible reluctance to the meafures purfued by the court of 

England. 

'fHE ~1een of Scots difcovered no lefs averfion to the trial propofed; and it 
required all the artifice and pntdence of Elizabeth to make her perfevere in the 
agreement to which !he had at firft confented. This latter princefs il:ill faid to 
her, that !he defired not, without Mary's confent and approbation, to enter into 

this quefiion, and pretended only as a friend to hear her juGification: That fhe 

was confident there would be found no difficulty in refuting all the calumnies of 

her enemies; and even if her apology fhould fall fhort of fuil conviction, Eliza

beth was determined to fupport her caufc, and procure her fome reafonable terms of 

accommodation : And that it was never meant, that fhe fhould be cited to a trial 

with her rebellious fubjects, but on the contrary, that they fhould be fummoned 

to appear and juftify themfelves for their conduCt towards her :J:. Allured by 

thefe plaufible profeffions, the ~1een of Scots agreed to juftify herfelf by her 

own commiffioners before commiffiorers which fhoulcl be appointed by Elizabeth. 

3 R 2 DuRING 
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Chap. U. . DuRING thefe tranfaetions, the lord Scrope and Sir Francis Knolles, who re-
1 568· fided with Mary at Carlifie, had leizure to ftudy her charaB:er, and to make re

port of it to Elizabeth. Unbroken by her misfortunes, refolute in her purpofe, 
active in her enterprizes, fhe afpired to nothing buc viCtory, and was determined 
to endure any extremity, to undergo any difficulty, and to try every fortune, rather 
than abandon her caufe, or yield the fuperiority to her enemies. Eloquent, in
finuating, affable; fhe had already convinced all thofe, who approached her, of 
the innocence of her paft conduCt; and as fhe declared her fixed purpofe to re
quire aid of her friends all over Europe, and even to _have recourfe to infidels 

and barbarians, rather than fail of vengeance againft her perfecutors, it was eafy 

to forefee the danger to which her charms, her fpirit, her addrefs, if allowed to 

operate with their full force, would expofe them*. The court of England, 

therefore, who under pretence of guarding her, had already, in effect, detained 

her clofe prifoner, were detern1ined to watch her with ftill greater vigilance. As 
Carliile, by its fituation on the borders, afforded her great opportunities for contriv
ing her efcape, they removed her to Bolto.n, a feat of lord Scrope's in Yorkfhire: 

4th oaober. 

Conferences 
at York and 
Hampton
~urt. 

And the iifue of the controverfy between her and the Scotch nation was regarded 
as a fubjeB: more momentous to Elizabeth's fecurity and intere fts, than it had 

ever hitherto been apprehended~ 

'fHE perfons, appointed by the Englifh court for the examination of this great 
caufe, were the duke of Norfolk, the earl of Suffex, and Sir Ralph Sadler; and 

York was named as the place of conference. Lefiey, bifuop of Rofs, the lord3 

Herreis, Levingftone and Boyde, with five perfons more, appeared as commif4 

fioners from the ~een of Scots~ The earl of Murray, regent, the earl of Mar
ton, the bifhop of Orkney, lord Lindefey, and the abbot of Dunfermling were 

appointed commiffioners from the King and kingdom of Scotland. Secretary 
Ledington, George Buchanan, the famous poet and hiftorian, with fo,me others, 
were named as their affiftants. 

IT was a great circumftance of Elizabeth's glory, that fhe was thus chofen 

t1 mpire between the faCtions of a neighbouring kingdmn, which had, durino
many centuries, entertained the moft violent jealoufy and animofity againft Eno-~ 
}and ; and her felicity was equally rare, in having the fortune and fame of fo dano-~
r,~us a rival~ who ~ad long given her the greateft inquietude, now enti rely at her 
GJft-:ofal. Some orcumftances of her late conduct had difcovered a byafs towards· 
the fide of Mary: Her prevailing interefrs led her to favour the enemies of that 

~rircefs .: The profeffions of impartiality, which fhe had made, were open and 

frequent; 

Anderfon, vol IV. p. 54, 71, 71, 74,. 78, 9z. 
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frequent ; and !he had fo far fucceeded, that each fide accufed her commiffioners. 
of partiality towards their adverfaries t. She herfelf appears, by the inftruCl:ions 
given th~m, to have fixed no plan for the decifion ; but !he knew, that the ad
vantages, which fhe fhould reap, muft be great, whatever iffue the caufe fhould 
take. If Mary's crimes could be afcertained by undoubted proof, fhe could for 
ever blaft the reputation ~of that pr1ncefs, and might juftifiably detain her for 
ever a clofe prifoner in England : If the evidence fell Ihort of conviction, it was 
propofed to reftore her to her throne, but with fuch ftriCl: limitations, as wou Id 
leave Elizabeth perpetual arbiter of all differences between the parties in Scot_ 
land, and render her in effeet abfolute miftrefs of that kingdom *. 

MAR v's commiffioners, before they gave in their complaints againft her ene
mies in Scotland, entered a proteft, that their appearance in the caufe fhould no 
wife affect the independance of her crown, or be conftrued as a mark of fubor
dination to England : The Englifh comrniffioners received this proteft, but with 
a referve to the claim of England. The complaint of that princefs was next read, 
and contained a detail of all the injuries, which fhe had fuffered, fince her marriage 
with Bothwel : That her fubjeB:s had taken arms againft her, under pretence of 
freeing her from captivity ; that when fhe put herfelf into their hands, they had 
committed her to clofe cuftody in Lochlevin ; had crowned her fon, an infant, 
in her place; had again taken arms againft her after her delivery from prifon ; 
had rejected all her propofals for accom~odation; had given battle to her troops; 
and had obliged her, for the fafety of her perfon, to take lhelter in England :f:. 
The earl of Murray, in anfwer to this complaint, gave a fummary and imperfect 
account of the late tranfaetions: That the earl of Bothwel, the known murderer 
of the late King, had, a little time after the commiffion of that crime, feized 
the perfon of the ~een and led her to Dunbar; that he acquired fuch influence 
over her as to gain her confent to marry him, and he had accord ingly procured 
a divorce from his former wife, and had pretended to celebrate his marriage 
with the Queen ; that the fcandal of this tranfattion, the difhonour which it 
brought on the whole nation, the danger to which the infant prince was expofed 
from the attempts of that audacious man, had obliged the nobility to take arms, 
aVJ.d oppofe his cr~ minal defigns and enterprizes; that after the ~een, in order 
to fave him, ha thrown herfelf into their hands, fhe Hill difcovered fuch a vio
lent attachment to him, that they found it neceffary, for their own and the public 
fafery, to confine her perion, during a feafon, till Bothwel and the other mur-

derers 

t Anderfon, vol. IV. part z. p. 40. • Ibid. p. 14, 15, &c. Goodall, vol. II. p . II O', 
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Chap. II. derers of her hu:(band could be tried ar. d punifhed for their crimes; and that 
J5 68 • during this confinement, fhc had voluntarily, ~ithout compulfion or violence, 

merely from difguft at the inquietudes and vexations attending power, refigned 
her crown to her only fon, and had appointed the earl of Murray regent during 
the minority *, rfhe ~1een's anfwer to this apology was obvious: That fhe did 
not know and never could fufpeB:, that Bothwel, who had been acquitted by a 
jury, and recommended to her by all the nobility for her hulba~d, was the mur .. 
derer of the King ; that fhe ever was, and frill continues defirous, that, if he be 
guilty, he'may be brought to condign puniihment; that her refignation of the crown 
was extorted from her by the well ~grounded fears of her life, and even by tne 
direct menaces of violence; and that Throcmorton, the Englifh amba.ffador, as 
well as others of her friends, had advifed her to fign that paper as the only 
1neans of faving herfelf from the I aft extremity, and had a.ffured her, that a con_ 
fent, given under thefe circun1ftances, could never have any force or validity t. 

So far the ~een of Scots feemed plainly to have the advantage in the con. 
teft ; and the Englifh commiffioners might have been furprized, that Murray 
had made fo weak a defence, and had fupprdfed all the material imputations 
againft that princefs, on which his party had ever fo ftrenuoufiy infifted, had not 
fome private conferences previoufiy informed them of the fecret. Mary's com
n1iffioners had boafted, that Elizabeth, from regard to her kinfwoman, and from 
her defire of maintaining the rights of fovereign~, was determined, however 
criminal the conduCt of that princefs might appear, to reftore her to the throne :t:; 
and Mm· ray, reflecting on fame paft meafures of the Englifh court, began to 
apprehend that there was but too juft grounds for their expeCtations. l-Ie be

lieved, that Mary, if he would agree to conceal the mofl: violent part of the 
accufation againft her, would fubmit to any reafonable terms of accommodation; 
but if he once proceeded fo far as to charge her with the whole of her fuppofed 
guilt, no compofition could afterwards take place ; and ihould fhe ever be re
ftored, either by the power of Elizabeth, or the aHiftance of her other friends, 
he and his party muft be expofed to her moft fevere and implacable vengeance n. 
He refolved therefore not to venture rafhly on a meafure, which it would be 
impoffible for him ever to recal; and he paid privately a vifit to Norfolk and the 
other Englifi1 commiffionet;s, confe.ffed his fcruples, laid before them the evi
dences of the ~een's guilt, and defired to have fome fecurity for E lizaberh's 

protection, 

*' Anderfon, vol. IV. part 2. P· 64 & fcq. Goodall, vol. If. p. 144· .t Anderfon, vol. IV. 
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proteB:ion, in cafe thefe evidences fnould·, upon examination, appear entirely fa. 
tisfaB:ory. Norfolk was not fecretly difpleafed with thefe fcruples of the re
gent+· He had ever been a partizan of the ~1een of Scots: Secretary Led
ington, who began alfo to incline to that party, and was a man of fi.ngular ad
drefs and capacity, had engaged him to embrace farther views in her favour, 
and even to think of efpouGng her : And tho' that duke confeffed t, that the proofs 
againH: Mary feemed to him unqueftionable, he encouraged Murray in his prefent 
refolution not to produce them publicly in the conferences before the Engli!h com
miffioners §. 

NOR FOLK, however, was obliged to tranfmit to court the queries propofed by 
the regent. Thefe queries confifl:ed of four particulars : Whether the Englifh 
commiffioners had authority from their fovereign to pronounce any fentence 
againft Mary, in cafe her guilt fhould be fully proved before them? Whether 
they would promife to exercife that authority, and proceed to an aCtual fentence ? 
Whether the ~een of Scots, if !he was found guilty, fhould be delivered into 
the hands of the regent, or, at le aft, fo fecured in England, that fhe never fhould 
be able to difturb the tranquillity of Scotland ? and, Whether Elizabeth would 
alfo, in that cafe, promife to acknowlege the young King, and proteCt the regent 
in his authority 11 ? 

ELIZABETH, when thefe queries, with the other tranfaCl:ions, were laid before 
her, began to think that they pointed towards a conclufion more decifive and more 
advantageous than fhe had hitherto expected. She was determined, therefore, 
to bring the matter into full light; and under r'retext that the diftance from her 
perfon retarded the proceedings of her con1miffioners, fhe ordered them to come 
to London, and there continue the conferences. On their appearance, fhe in1me~ 
diately joined in commiffion with them, fome of the moft confiderable of her 
council; Sir Nicholas Bacon lord keeper, the earls of Arundel and Leicefter, lord 
Clinton, admiral, and Sir·William Cecil, fecretary *. 1"'he ~een of Scots, who 
knew nothing of thefe fecret motives, and who expeCted, that fear or decency 
would frill refrrain Murray from proceeding to any violent accufation againft her, 
expreffed an entire fatisfaB:ion in this adjournment, and declared, that the affair, 
being under the immediate infpeCtion of Elizabeth, was now in the hands where 
fhe moft defired it~·. The conferences were accordingly continued at Hampton
Court; and Mary's commifiioners, as before, made no fcruple to be prefent at 

them. THE 
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THE Queen, meanwhile, gave a fatisfaetory anfwer to all Murray's demands; 
and having declared, that tho' fhe wi!hed and hoped, from the prefent enquiry, 
to be entirely convinced of Mary's innocence, yet if the event:fhould prove con
trary, and if that princefs 1hould appear guilty of her huiband's murder, 1he 
ihould, for her parr, elteem her ever after unworthy of a throne t. The regent, 
encouraged by this declaration, opened more fully his charge again it the Q:een of 
Scots; and after expreffing his reluCtance to proceed to that extremity, and proteft
ing, that nothing but the neceffity of [elf-defence, which muft not be abandoned for 
any delicacy, could have engaged him in fuch a meafure, he proceeded to accufe 
her in plain tern1s, of participation and confent in the aifaffination of the King ll· 
The earl of Lenox too appeared before the Englifl1 commiffioners ; and imploring 
vengeance for the .n1urder of his [on, accufed Mary as an accomplice with Both-

we! in that enormity+· 
WHEN this charge was fo unexpeCtedly given in, and copies of it tranfmitted 

tO the biihop of Rofs, lord Herreis, and the refl: of Mary's commiffioners, they 
abfolutely refufed to return any anfwer; and they grounded their filence on very 
extraordinary reafons: They had orders, they faid, from their miftrefs, if any 
thing was advanced that might touch her honour, not to make any defence, as 
fhe was a fovereign princefs, and could not be fubjeCl: to any tribunal ; and they 
required, that fhe fhould previoufiy be admitted to Elizabeth's prefence, to whom, 
and to whom alone, !he was determined to jufti(y her innocence*. They forgot, 
that the conferences were at firft begun, and were ftill continued, with no other 
view than to clear her from the accufations of her enemies ; that Elizabeth had 
ever pretended to enter into then1 only as her friend, by her own confent and 
approbation, not as affuming any fuperior jurifdiCtion over her ; that that prin
cefs had from the beginning refufed to admit her to her prefence, till fhe fuould 
clear herfelf of the crin1es imputed to her ; that fue had therefore difcovered no 
new figns of partiality by her perfeverance in that refolution; and that tho' .fhe 
had granted an audience to the earl of Murray and his collegues, .fhe had previ
oufiy conferred the fame honour on.Mary's commiffioners t; and her conduct was 
fo far entirely equal to both parties. 

As the Q9een of Scots refufed to give in any anfwer to Murray's charge, the 
neceffary confequence feemed to be, that there could be no farther proceedinas 
in the trial. But tho' this filence n1ight be interpreted as a prefumption againbft 

her, 

t Goodall, vol. ll. P· 199· 11 Anderfon, vol. IV. part 2. p. 115, & feq. Goodall, 
:ol. II. p. zo6. + Anderfon, vol. IV. part z. p. 122. Goodall, vol. II. p. zo8. 

Andcrfon, vol. IV. part 2. p. 125, & feq. Goodall, vol. II. 184, 2ll, 217. t Leiley's 

Ncgociations in Anderfon, vol. liT. p. 25. Haynes, p. 487. 



E L I Z A B E T H. A-97 

her, it did not fully anfwer the purpofe of thofe Englifh minifters, who were the 
enemies of that princefs. They fiill defired to have in their hands the proofs of her 
guilt; and in order to draw them with decency fr01n the regent, a judicious artifice 
was employed by Elizabeth. Murray was called before the Englifh commiffioners ; 
and reproved by them, in the ~een's name, for the atrocious imputations 
which he had had the temerity to throw upon his fovereign : But tho' the earl .of 
Murray, they added, and the other commiffioners, had fo far forgot the duty 
of allegiance to their prince, the Q.ueen never would overlook what fhe owed to 
her friend, her neighbour, and her kinfwoman; and 1he therefore defired to 
know what they could fay in their own juftification t. Murray, thus urged, made 
no difficulty of producing the proofs of his charge againft the OEeen of Scots; 
and among the refr, fome love-letters and fonnets of her's to Bothwel, wrote all 
in her own hand, and two other papers, one wrote in her own hand, another fign
ed by her, and wrote by the earl of Huntley; each of which contained a pro'": 
mife of marriage with Bothwel. 

ALL thefe important papers had been kept by Bothwel in a filver box or cafket, 
which had been given him by Mary, and which had belonged to her firft hufband, 
Francis ; and tho' the princefs had enjoined him to burn the letters as foon as he 
had read them, he had thought proper to preferve them carefully, as pledges of 
her fidelity, and had committed them to the cuftody of Sir J ames Balfour, go· 
vernor of the caftle of Edinburgh. When that fortrefs was befieged by the affo
ciated lords, Bothwel fent a fervant to receive the cafket from the hands of the 
governor. Balfour delivered it to the meffenger; but as he had at that .time 
received fome difguft from Bothwe], and was fecretly negociating an agree
n1ent with the ruling party, he took care, by conveying private intelligence to 
the earl of Morton, to make the papers be intercepted by him. They contained 
jnconteftible proofs of Mary's criminal correfpondence with Bothwel, of her 
confent to the King's murder, and of her concurrence in that rape which Both we I 
pretended to commit upon her :f:. Murray fortified this evidence by fome tefti
monies of correfpondent facts 11 ; and he added, fometime after, the dying con
feffion of one Hubert, or French Paris, as he was c.11led, a fervant of Bothwel's, 
who had been executed for the King's murder, and who direCtly charged the 
~1een with her being acceffary to that criminal entcrprize *'. 

MAR y's commiffioners had ufed every expedient to ward this blow, which 
they.faw coming upon them, and againft which, it appears, they were not provided 

3 S in 

t Anderfon, vol. IV. part z. p . 147· Goodall, vol. II. p. Z33• :t: Anderfon, vol H. 
p. 115. Goodall, vol. JI. p. 1 . 11 Anderfon, vol. H. part z. p. 165, &c. Goodall, vol. II. 
p. 243• ~ Anderfon, vol. II. p. 192. Goodall, vol. II. p. 76. 



Ch:1p. II. 
rs tJ 8. 

H I S T 0 R Y oF E N G L A N D. 

in any proper defence. As foon as Mut-ray opened his charge, tney endeavoured to 

turn the conferences from an enquiry into a negociation ; and tho' i"Dformed by the 

Englifh commiilioners, that nothing could be 1nore diihonourable for their mif

trefs, than to enter into a treaty with fuch undutiful fubjects, before !he had juf

tified herfelf from thofe enormous imputations which had been thrown upon her, 

they Hill infifl:ed, that Elizabeth fhould fettle terms of accommodation between 

Mary and her enemies jn Scotland *. They maintained, that till their miftrefs had 

given in her anfwer to Murray's charge, his proofs could neither be called for nor 

produced t ; and finding, that the Englifh commiffioners were ftill determined 

tO proceed in the method which had been projeCted, they finally broke off the 

conferences, and never would make any reply. Thefe papers have all of then1 

been fince pub1i!hed. The objections made to their validity, are in general of 

fmal1 force: But were they ever fo fpecious, they cannot now be hearkened to ; 

fince Mary, at the time when the truth could have been fully cleared, did, in 

effeCt, ratify the evidence againft her, by recoiling fro1n the enquiry at the very 

critical moment, and refufing to give any anfwer to the accufation of her ene

mies :J:. BuT 

• Anderfon, vol. II. part 2. p. 135, 139. Goodall, vol. II. p. 224. 1" Anderfon, vol. 

IV. part 2. p. 139, 145· Goodall, vol. H. p. 228. 

t We fhall 110t enter into a long difcuffion of the authenticity of thefe letters : We fhall only re. 

mark in general, that the chief objections againft them are, that they are fuppofcd to have paffed thro' 

the earl of Morton's hands, the leaft fcrupulous of all Mary's enemies; and that they are, to the latl 

degree, indecent, and even fomewhat inelegant, fuch as it is not likely fhe would write. But to thefe 

prefumptions we may oppofe the following confiderations. ( 1 ) The' it be not difficult to counterfeit 

a fubfcription, it is very difficult, and almoft impoffible, to counterfeit feveral pages, fo as to re

{emble exactly the hand writing of any perfon. (z.) The letters are very long, much longer than 

they needed to have been, in order to ferve the purpofes of Mary's enemies ; a circumftance, 

which increafed the difficulty, and expofed any forgery the more to the rifk of a detection. (3.) They 

are not fo grofs and palpable, as forgeries commonly are; for they left flill a pretext for Mary's friends 

to afiert, that their meaning was ftrained to make them appear criminal ; fee Good all, vol. IJ. p. 3 6 I. 

(4.) There is a long contract of marriage, faid to be wrote by the earl of Huntley, and figned by the 

~een, before Bothwel's acquital. Would Morton, without any neceffity, have thus doubled the dif. 

ficulties of the forgery, and the danger of detection? ( 5.) The letters are indifcreet; but fuch was 

apparently Mary's conduct at that time: They are inelegant; but they have a carelefs, natural air, 

like letters haftily wrote between familiar friends. (6 .) They contain fuch a variety of particular cir

cumftances, as no body could have thought of inventing, efpecially as they muft neceffarily have af

forded her many means of detection. (7.) We fee, that in writing the iirfi: and longeft letter, which 

fhe penned late at night, her paper failed her, and fhe takes down a memorandum of what fhe 

intended ~o add next morning; and it is accordingly added: A circumftance very particular, 

and not hkely to occur to any perfon who would forge thefe letters. (8.) We have not the ori-

2 

ginals 
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BuT Elizabeth, though fl1e had feen ·enough for her own fatisfaftion, was de

termined, that the mort eminent perfons of her court fhould alfo be acquainted 

3 S 2 with 

ginals of the letters, which were in French : We have only a Scotch and Latin tranflation from the 

original, and a French tranllation profe!fedly done from the Latin. Now it is remarkable, that the 

Scotch tranflation is full of Gallicifms, and is clearly a tranllation from a French original: Such as 

make fault, faire des fauteJ; make it fiem that I belie-ve, faire jembla11t de le croire; 1r.ake hrek, faire 

brec/;e; this is my .firjl jozmzay, ciji maP' emiere journee; ha'Ve you not difire to laugh, na:vez 'Vous pas 

en-vie de rire; the place cwill hald unto the tlrath, la place tiendra ju.fqu' a la mort; he may not come forth 

of the houfe this lo11g time, il ne peut pas /ortir du logis de long tems; to make me ad·vertifill.ent, faire 

m' a<Uertir; put order to it, mettre ordre a cela ; difcharge your heart, decharger 'VOtre cceur ; make gud 

cwatch,faites !JOJr garde, &c. (9.) There is a converfation, which ihe mentions, between herfelf and the 

King one evening: But Murray produced before the Englifh commiffioners, the teftimony of one Craw

ford, a gentleman of the earl of Lenox, who fwore, that the King, on her departure from him, gave 

him an account of the fame converfation. (w.) There feems very little reafon why Murray !tnd his 

afiociates fhould run the ri!k. of fuch a dangerous forgery, which muft have rendered them infamous, 

if deteaed ; fince their caufe, fi·om Mary's known conduct, even without thefe letters, was fuffi.ciently 

. good and juftifiable. ( 1 I.) Murray expofed thefe letters to the examination of perfons qualified to 

judge of them; the Scotch council, the Scotch Parliament, Q!!een Elizabeth and her council, who 

were poffe!fed of a great number of Mary's genuine letters. (12.) He gave Mary herfelf an oppor

tunity of refuting and expofing him, if fhe had chofen to lay hold of it. ( 13.) The letters tally fo 

well with all the other parts of her conduct during that tranfaction, that thefe proofs throw the firong

eft light on each other. ( 14.) The duke of Norfolk, who had examined thefe papers, and wl10 fa

voured fo much Q!!een Mary, that he intended to marry her, and in the end loft his life in her caufe, 

yet believed them authentic, and was fully convinced of her guilt. Thii appears not only from his 

letters above mentioned, to Q!!een Elizabeth and her minifi:ers, but by his fecret acknowlegement 

to Banii1er, his moft trufty confident. See State Trials, vol. I. p. 81. In the conferences 

between the duke, fecretary Lidington, and the biihop of Rofs, all of them zealous partizans 

of that princefs, the fame thing feems always to be taken for granted. lbid. p. 74, 7~· See farther 

MS. in the Advocate's library. A. 3· 28. p. 314. from Cott.· lib. Calig. c. 9· (15.) I need not re

peat the prefumption drawn from Mary's refufal to anfwer. The only excufe for her filence, is, that 

ihe fufpeCled Elizabeth to be a partial judge: It was not, indeed, the intereft of that princ~fs to ac

quit and juftify her rival and competitor ; and we accordingly find that Lidington, from the fecret in

formation of the duke of Norfolk, informed Mary, by the biiliop of Rofs, that the OEeen of Eng

land never meant to come to a decifion; but only to get into her hands the proofs of Mary's guilt, in 

order to blaft her charaCter: See State Trials, vol. 1. p. 77· But this was a better reafon for declining 

the trial altogether than for breaking it off, on frivolous pretences, the ver.y moment the chief accufa

tion was unexpc8:edly opened againft her. Tho' fhe could not expect Elizabeth's final decifion in 

her favour, it was of importance to give a fatisfaaory anfwer, if fhe had any, to the accufation of ihe 

Scotch commiffioners. That anfwcr could have been difperft for the conviflion of the public, of fo. 

reign nations, and of pofterity. And furely after the accufation and proofs were in ~een Elizabeth's 

hands, it could do no hurt to give in the anfwers. Mary's information, that the QEeen ne\·er in

tended to come to a decifion, could be no obil:acle to her juftification. ( 1 6.) The very difappearance 

of thefe letters, is a prefumption ~f their authenticity. That event can be accounted for no way but 

from the care of King James's friends, who were defirous to defiroy every proof of his mother's crimes. 
- The 

Chap. Tr. 
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with thefe tranfaB:ions, and !hould be convinced of the equity of her proceedings. 

She ordered her privy-council to be aifembled; and that ihe might render the 

matter more folemn and authentic, £he added to them the earls of Northumber

land, Weftmoreland, Shrewfbury, Worce!ler, Huntingdon, and \Varwic. The 
whole 

The dilappearance of Morton's narrati\'C, and of Crawford's n·idence, from the Cotton library, Calig. 

c. 1. mdl: ha,·e proceeded fro;:n a like caufe. See MS. in the Advocate's library, A. 3· zg. p. 88. 

I .find an obje.:l:ion made to the authenticity of the letters, drawn fi·om the vote of the Scotch privy

council, which affirms the letters to be wrote and fubfcribec! by ~een Mary's own hand; whereas 

the copies given in to the Parliament a few days after, were only wrote, not fubfcribed. See Good

all, vol. II. p. 6+, 67. But it is not confidered, that this circumfi:ance is of no manner of force· 

There were certainly letters, true or falfe, laid before the council; and whether the letters were true 

or falfe, this mifl:ake proceeds equally from the inaccuracy er blunder of the clerk. The rnifi:ake is 

eafily accounted for : The letters were only wrote by her; t1e fecond contraa with Bothwel was only 

fubfcribed. A proper 2.ccurate difrinction was not made; ar.d they are all faid to be wrote and fub

fcribed. A late writer, I'v1r. Goodall, has endeavoured to prove, that thefe letters clafh with chrono_ 

logy, and that the OEeen was not in the places mentioned in the letters, on the days there affigned : 

To confirm this, he produc s charters and other deeds :figned by the OEeen, where the date and place 

do not agree with the letters. But it is well kno\vn, that de date of charters, and fitch like grants, 

is no proof of the real day in which they were figned by the fovereign. Papers of that kind com

monly pafs through difterent offices: The date is affixed by the .firfi: office; and may precede very 

long the day of the fignature. 

The account given by Morton of the manner in which the papers came into his hands, is very natu

ral. When he gave it to the Englifh commiffioners, he had r!afon to think it would be canvaifed with 

all the feverity of able adverfaries, intereHed in the highefi: d~gree to refute it. It is probable, that he 

could have confirmed it by many circumfl:ances and tefi:imonie; ; iin~e they declined the contefi:. 

The like obfervation extends to Hubert's dying confeffion. It is in vain at prefent to feek improba

bilities in it, and to magnify the fmallefi: difficulty into a contradittion. It was certainly a regular ju

dicial paper, given in regularly and judicially; and ought 1o ha\·e been canvaifed at the time, if the 

perfons whom it concerned had been affured of their own inr.ocence. 

The fonnets are inelegant; infomuch, that both Brantom:! and Ronfard, who knew ~een Mary's 

ftile, were affured, when they faw them, that they coull not be her compoiition. ]ebb, vol. II. 

p. 478. But no perfon is equal in his prcduB:ions, efpecitlly one whofe ftile is fo little formed as 

Mary's rnuH: be fuppofed to be. Not to mention, that fuch dangerous and criminal enterorizes leave 

little tranquillity of mind for elegant, poetical cornpofitions. ... 

In a word, ~een Mary might eafily have conducted tle whole confpiracy agafnft her huiband 

without opening her mind to any one perfon except Botlwel, and without writing a fcrap of pape; 

about it; but it was very difficult to have condueted it, fo 1s that her conduet ihould not betrOly her 

to men of difcernment. In the prefent cafe, her condtet was fo grofs as to betray her to every 

body; and fortune threw into her enemies hands, papers by which they could convia her. Th 

fame infatuation and imprudence, which happily is the ufual attendant of great crimes, will accoun~ 

for b~th .. It is p~oper toh ob.fervek, tfihat thK:re is not one circurnilance of the foregoing narrative, 

conta1ped m the htirory, t at 1~ ta -en rom nox, Buchanan, or even Thuanus, or, indeed from any 

fufpec:ted authority. 
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hole proceedings of the Englilh commiffioners were read to them : The evi- Chap. II. 

dences produced by Murray wer~ perufed : A great number of letters, wrote by 
1568

• 

Mary to Eliza ech, were laid before them, and the hand· writing compared with 

that of the letters delivered in br the regent: The refufal of the ~een of Scots 
commiffioners to make any rep!), was related : And on the whole Elizabeth told 
them, that as fhe had, at firft, thought it improper, that Mary, after fuch hor·· 
rible crimes were imputed to he1, fhould be admitted to her prefence, before fhe 
had, in fome meafure, juftified herfelf from the charge; fo now, that her guilt 
vas confirmed by fo many p!aufible evidences, and all anfwer denied, fhe n1uft, 

for her part, perfevere more fte2dily in that refolution *. Elizabeth next calied 
in the Q8een of Scots comn1dliorers, and after obferving, that fhe efteemed it much 
n1ore decent for their miftrefs to continue the conferences, than to require the 
liberty of juftifying herfelf in p~rfon ; Ihe told them, that Mary might either 
fend her reply by a perfon whom Ihe tru!led, or deliver it herfelf to fome Eng
li!h noblemen, whom Elizabeth fhould appoint to wait upon her : But as to her 
refolution of making no reply at all, fhe muft regard it as the ftrongeft confeffion 
of guilt ; nor could they ever be efteemed her friends, who advifed her to that 

method of proceeding t. Thefe topics fhe enforced frill more ftrongly in a let: 

ter which fhe wrote to Mary herfelf t· 
THE ~een of Scots had no other fubterfuge from thefe preffing inftances 

than frill to demand a perfonal mnference with Elizabeth : A conceffion which, 

!he was fenfible, could never be granted 11 ; both becaufe Elizabeth knew, that 

that expedient could decide nothlng, and becaufe it brought matters to extre
mity, which that princefs wanted to avoid. In order to keep herfelf better in 

countenance, Mary thought of a11other device. Even after all the conferences were 

broke off, fhe ordered her comniffioners to accufe the earl of Murray and his 
affociates as the murderers of tle King+ : But this accufation, coming fo late, 
being extorted merely by a complaint of Murray's, and being unfupported by 

any proof, could only be regarded as an angry retaliation upon her enemy *. 
She 

• Anderfon, vol. IV. part 2. p. 170, &c. GoodaJ, vol. II. p. 2)4· t Ar.derfon, vol. IV. 
part z. p. 179• &c. Goodall, vol. n. p. z68. :t Anderfon, vol. IV. part z. p. 183. 

Goodall, vol. II. p. 269. 11 Ccbala, p. 157. + Goodall, vol. H. p. z o. 

• Unlefs we take this angry accufaton, advanced by G.!!een 1 'lary, to be an ajo-ument of .11:
ray's guilt, there remains not the leaft p·efumption which fhou!d lead us to fufpea lt!In to h~ve been 

any way an accomplice in the King's mrrder. That Q{een never pretended to give any proof of 

the charge; and her commifiioners affirmed at the time that they thernfe'ves knew of none, tho' 

they were ready to maintain its truth b) their mithefs's orders, ar:d wo ld produce r~cli proof as !Le 
fhould 
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She alfo deured to . have copies of the papers given in by the regent ; but as fhe 
frill perfilted in her refolution to make no reply, this demand was finally refufed 

her*. 
As Mary had thus put an end to the conference, the regent expreffed great 

impatience to return into Scotland ; and he complained, that his enemies had 
taken advantage of his abfence, and had thrown the whole government into 

confufion. Elizabeth, therefore, difmiifed him ; and granted him the loan of 
five thoufand pounds, to bear the charges of his journey t. During the con .. 

ference at York, the duke of Chatelrault arrived at London, in paffing from 
France; and as the Queen knew, that he was engaged in Mary's party, and had 

very plaufible pretenfions to the regency of the King of Scots ; !he thought 
proper to detain him till after Murray's departure. But notwithftanding thefe 
n1arks of favour, and fome other affiftance, which fhe fecretly gave the regent t, 

fhe 

fl
1
ould fend them. It is remarkable, that, at that time, it was impoffible for either her or them to pro-

4uce anx proof; becaufe the conferences before the Englifu c.ommiffioners were previoufiy broke off. 

It is true, the bifhop of Rofs, in an angry pamphlet, wrote by him under a borrowed name, (where 

it is eafy to fay any thing) affirms, that lord Herreis, a few days after the King's death, charged Mur

ray with the guilt, openly, to his face, at his own table. That nobleman, as Lefly relates the mat
ter, affirmed, that Murray, riding in Fife with one of his fervants, the evening before the commiffion 

of that crime, faid to him among other talk, 'I his night 'ere morning the lord Darnley Jhalllofe hJ's lif~. 
See Anderfon, vol. I. p. 75· But this is only hearfay of Lefiy's, concerning a hearfay of Herreis's; 

and contains a very improbable fact. Would Murray, without any ufe or neceffity, communicate to a 

fervant, fuch a dangerous and important fecret, merely by way of converfation ? We may alfo ob

ferve, that lord Herreis himfelf was one of ~een Mary's commiffioners who accufed 1\tlurray. Had 

he ever heard this fiery, or given credit to it, \Vas not that the time to have produced it; and not 

have affirmed, as he did, that he, for his part, knew nothing of Murray's guilt. See Goodall, 

vol. II. p. 307. 
Th~ ~arls of Huntley and Argyle accufe Murray of this crime; but the reafon which they affign is 

moftnd1culous. He had given his confent to QEeen Mary's divorce from the King; therefore he was 

the King's murderer. See Anderfon, vol. IV. part 2. p. 192. It is a fure argument, that thefu earls 

knew no better proof againft MmTay, otherwife they would have produced it, and not have infifted 

on fo abfurd a prefumption. Was not this alfo the time for Huntley to deny his writing Mary's con

tract with Bothwel, if that paper had been a forgery? 

Murray. coul~ have no motive to commit that crime. The King, indeed, bore him feme ill-will; 

but the ~mg h1mfelf was bec~me fo defpicable, both from his own ill-conduCt and the ~een's aver

fion t? hun, that he could neither do good nor harm to any body. To judge by the event, in any 

cafe, 1s always abfurd; but more efpecially in the prefent. The King's murder, indeed, procured 

Murray the regency: But much more ~een Mary's ill-conduct and imprudence which he could not 

poffibly forefee, and which never would have happened, had fhe been entirely in,noccnt. 

* Goodall, vol. II. P· 253, 310, 311. Haynes,- vol. I. p. 492. t Rymer, tom. XV. 
p. 677· . t MS. in the Advocate's library. A. 3, 29, p. 128, 12g, 13o, from Cott. Lib. 

Cal, c. I. 
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fl1e frill dec1ined acl:nowleging the young King, or treating with l\1urray as re
gent of Scotland. 

ORDERS were given for removing the ~1een of Scots from Bolton, a place 
furrounded with catholics, to Tutbury in the county of Stafford; where f11e was 
put under the cufl:ody of the earl of Shrew !bury. Elizabeth entertained hopes, 
that that princefs, difcouraged by her tnisfortunes, and confounded by the late 
tranfaetions, would be glad to fecure a fafe retreat from all the tempefts, with 
which {he had been agitated; and f11e promifed to bury every thing in oblivion, 
provided rviary would agree, either to refign voluntarily her crown, or to affociate 
·her fon with her in the government ; and the adn1iniftration to remain, during 
his minority, in the hands of the earl of M urray *. But that high-fpirited 
princefs refufed all treaty upon fuch terms, and declared, that her laft words 
fbould be thofe of a ~een of Scotland. Befides many other reafons, fhe faid, 
which fixed her in that refolution, ibe knew, that, if, in the prefent emergence, 
fhe made fuch conceffions, her fubmiffion would be univerfally deemed an ac
knowlegement of guilt, and would ratify all the calumnies of her enemies t. 

M A R v fiill infifted upon the alternative of two demands ; either that Eliza-· 
beth fhould affift her in recovering her authority, or ibould give her liberty to 

- retire into France, and make trial of the friendfhi p of other princes : And as 
fhe aflerted, that ibe had come voluntarily into England, invited by many former 
profeffions of amity, fhe thought that one of thefe requefts could not, without 
the moft extreme injuftice, be refufed her. But Elizabeth, fenfible of the dan
ger, which attended either of thefe propofals, was fecretly refolved to detain her 
frill a captive ; and as her retreat into England had been very little voluntary, 
her claim uFon the ~een's generofity appeared much lefs urgent than fhe was 
willing to pretend. Neceffity, it was thought, would to the prudent juftify her 
detention: Her paft mifconducr would apologize for it to the equitable : And 
tho' it was forefeen, that compaffion for her fituation, joined to her intrigues and 
infinuating behaviour, would, while fue remained in England, excite the zeal of 
her friends, efpecially of the catholics ; thefe inconveniencies were efteemed much 
Iefs than thofe which attended any other expedient. Elizabeth trufted alfo to her 
own addrefs, for eluding all thofe difficulties : She propofed to avoid breaking ab
folutely with the ~een of Scots, to keep her always in hopes of accommoda
tion, to negotiate perpetually with her, and ftill to throw the blame of not com
ing to any conclufion, either on unforefeen accidents, or on the obftinacy and 

perverfenefs of others. 
WE 

• Goodall, vol. II. p. Z95· t Ibid. p. 3 01, 

Chap. TT. 
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\V£ come now to mention fame Engli!h affairs, which we left behind us, that 

we might not interrupt our narration of the events in Scotland, which form fo 

material a part of the prefent reign. The term, fixed by the treaty of Cateau

Cambrefis for the reil:itution of Calais expired in 1567; and Elizabeth, after 

making her demand at the gates of that city, fent Sir Thomas Smith to Paris; 

and that minifter, in conjunction with Sir Henry Norris, her ordinary amba!fa .. 

dor, enforced her pretenfions. Conferences were held on that head, without 

coming to any conclufion. The chancellor De L'Hopital told the Englifh am

baffadors, that tho' France by an article of the treaty was obliged to reflore Ca

lais on the expiration of eight years, there was another arcicle of the fame treaty, 

which now deprived Elizabeth of all right, that could accrue to her by that en

gagement: That it was agreed, if the Engliih fhould, during that interval, com

mit hoftilities upon France, they fhould inftantly forfeit all claim to Calais ; and 

the taking poffeffion of Havre and Dieppe, with whatever pretences that meafure 

might be covered, was a plain violation of the peace between the nations: 

That tho' thefe places were not taken by force, but put into Elizabeth's hands 

by the governors ; thefe governors were rebels ; and a correfpondence with fuch 

offenders was the tnoft flagrant injury, which could be comn1itted to any fove

reign: That in the treaty, which enfued upon the expulfi.on of the Englifh from 

Normandy, the French minifrers had abfolutely refufed to make any mention of 

Calais, and had thereby declared their intention to take advantage of the title 

which had accrued to the crown of France : And that tho' a general claufe had 

been inferted, implying a refervation of all claims; this conceffion could not 

avail the Englifh, who at that time poffeffed no juft claim to Calais, and had 

previoufly forfeited all pretenfions to that fortrefs *. The OEeen was no wife 

furprized at hearing thefe allegations; and as 1he knew, that the French court 

jntended not from the firft to make refritution, much lefs, after they could defend 

iheir refufal by fuch plaufible reafons, fl1e thought it better for the prefent to 

fub1nit to the lofs, than to purfue a doubtful title by a war both danaerous and 
0 

0 

expenfive, as well as unfeafona~le t. 
ELIZABETH entered '\Dew into negotiations for marrying the archduke Charles; 

and ~e feemed at prefent to have no great motive of policy, which might induce 

her to make this fallacious offer: But as fhe was very rigorous in the terms in. 

fifl:ed on, and refufed him all power and title, and even the exercife of his reli

gion in England, the treaty came to J1othing ; and that prince, defpairing of 

fuccefs in his acdrefes, married the daughter of Albert, duke of Bavaria :J:. 

C H A P. 

! Haynes, p. 587. t Camden, p. 406. 
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C H A P. Ill. 

Charael'er of the puritans.-Duke of Noifolk's cO?ifpiracy.-Infur
recft'on in the north.-AJfolJination of the earl of Murray.
A Parlt'ament.-Civil 'Wars of France.-Ajfairs of the Low 
Countries.--New conJPiracy of the duke of Norfolk-:trial of 
Norfolk.--His execution.-Scotch aifairs.--French Affairs. 
Maj[acre of Paris.-French ajfairs.-Civil wars of the L ow 
Countries.-A Parliament. 

~· 

156s. OF all the European churches, which !hook off the yoke of the papal autho
rity, no one proceeded with fo much reafon and moderation as the church 

of England ; an advantage, which had been derived partly fron1·the interpofition ~~~~~;:n~: 
of the civil magiftrate in this innovation, partly fron1 the gradual and flow fteps 
by which the reformation was conducted in that kingdom. Rage and animofity 
againft the catholic religion was as little indulged as could be fuppofed in fuch a 
revolution : The fabric of the fecular hierarchy was maintained entire: The antient 
liturgy was preferved, fo far as was thought confiftent with the new principles : 
Many ceremonies, become venerable fron1 age and preceding ufe, were retained : 
The fplendor of the catholic worfuip, tho' removed, had at leaft given place to 
order and decency: The diftinttive habits of the clergy, according to their dif

ferent ranks, were continued: No innovation was admitted merely from fpite and 
oppofition to the former ufage : And the new religion, by mitigating the genius 
of the antient fuperftition, and rendering it more compatible with the peace and 
interefts of fociety, had preferved itfelf in that happy medium, which wife men 
have always fought, and which the people have fo feldom been aole to main· 
tain. 

BuT tho' fuch in general was the fpirit of the reformation in that country, 
many of the Englifh reformers, being men of a more warm c·omplexion and 
more obftinate temper, endeavoured to pufh n1atters to extremity againft the 
church of Rome, and indulged themfelves in the moft violent contrariety and 

antipathy to all former practices. Among thefe, Hooper, who afterwards fuffered 
for his religion with fuch extraord ;nary conftancy, was chieAy diftinguifhed. - rrhis 

man was named, during the reign of Edward, to the fee of Glocefter, and had no 
3 T fcru le 
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fcruple to accept of the epifcopal office ; but he refuf~d to be confecrated in the 
epifcopal habits, the cymarre and rochette, which had formerly, he faid, been 
abufed to fuperili tion, and which were thereby rendered unbecoming a true chrif
tian . Cranmer and Ridley were furprized at this objeCtion, which oppofed the 

received praCtice, and even the eftablifhed laws; and tho' young Edward, defirous 

to promote a man fo celebrated for his eloquence, his zeal, and his morals, en
ioined them to difpenfe with this ceremony, they frill continued refolute to retain 
~it . I-looper then en1braced the refolution, rather to refufe the bithopric than 

doath himfelf in thofe hated garments ; but it was determined, that, for the 

fake of the example, he !hould not efcape fo eafi ly. H e was firft confined to Cran

n1er's houfe, and then thrown into prifon, till he fhould confent to be a bilhop 
on the terms propofed : He was plyed with conferences, and reprimands, and argu
ments : Bucer and Peter Martyr and the moft celebrated foreign reformers were 
confulted on this important queftion : And a compromife, with great difficulty, 

was at laft made, that Hooper fhould not be obliged to wear commonly the ob
noxious robes, but fuould agree to be confecrated in them, and to ufe them 

rluring cathedral fervice * : A condefcenfion not a little extraordinary in a n1an of 

fo inflexible a fpir.it as this reformer. 
THE fame objection, . which had arifen with regard to the epifcopal habits, had 

been moved againft the rayment of the inferior clergy ; and the furplice in par

ticular, with the tippet and corner cap, was a great objeCt of abhorrence to many 
of the popular zealots t. In vain was it urged, that particular habits, as well as 

poftures and ceremonies, being conftantly ufed by the clergy, and employed in 
religious fervice, acquire a veneration in the eyes of the people, appear facred to 

their apprehenfions, excite their devotion, and contract a kind of myfterious 
virtue, which attaches the affeCtions of men to the national and eftablilhed wor
.fbip : That in order to produce this effect an uniformity in thefe particulars is re
quifite, and even a perfeverance, as far as poffible, in the former practice: And 
that the nation would be happy, if, by retaining thefe inoffen.five obfervances, 
they could engage the people to renounce willingly what was hurtful or perni

cious in the antient fuperftition. Thefe arguments, which had influence with 

wife men, were the very reafons, which engaged the violent proteftants to re

jeCt: the habits. They puihed matters to a total oppofition with the church of 
l~ome: Every compliance, they faid, was a fymbolizing with Antichrift t : And 

this fpirit was carried fo far by fome reformers, that in a national remonftrance, 
which was afterwards made by the church of Scotland againft thefe habits, it 

was afked, " What has_ Chrift Jefus to do with Belial ? What has darknefs 

'' to 

Bnrnet, vol.II. p.I5 Z• Heylin, p.go. t Strype, vol. I. p. 416. :1: Ibid. p. 416. 
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" to do with light ? If furplices, corner caps, and tippets have been badges of 

" idolaters in the very aCl: of their idolatry; why ihould the preacher of Chriftian 

H liDerty, and the open rebuker of all fuperftition partake with the dregs of the 
" Romifh beaft? Yea, who is there that ought not rather to be afraid of tak

" ing in his hand or on his forehead the print and mark of that odious beafr? *'~ 
But this application was rejeCl:ed by the Englifh church. 

THERE was only one inftance, where the fpirit of contradiCtion to the Ro· 

manifts took place urriverfally in England : The altar was removed from the 

wall, was placed in the middle of the church, and was thenceforth denominated 

the communion -table. The reafon, why this reformation tnet with fuch general 
compliance, was, that the nobility and gentry got thereby a pretence for n1aking 

fpoil of the plate, veftures, and rich ornaments, which belonged to the altars t. 
THESE difputes, which had been ftarted during the reign of Edward, were 

carried abroad by the proteftants, who fled from the perfecutions of Mary ; and 

a their zeal had rece,ived an encreafe from the furious cruelty of their enemies, 

they were generally inclined to carry their oppofition to the utmoft extremity 
againft the praCtices of the church of Rome. Their communication with Calvin 
and the other reformers, who followed the difcipline and worfhip of Geneva, 
confirmed them farther in this obftinate reluCl:ance ; and tho' fome of the refu

gees, particularly thofe eftablifhed at Frankfort, fiill adhered to King Edward's 
liturgy, the prevailing fpirit carried thefe confeffors to feek a frill farther re
formation. On the acceffion of Elizabeth, they returned to their native coun

try ; and being regarded with general verreration on account of their zeal and 

pafr fufferings, they ventured to infift on the eftablifhment of their projetted mo

del ; nor did they want countenance from many of the confidera ble perfons in 

the ~een's council. But the Princers herfelf, fo far from being willing to de

fpoil religion of the few ornaments and ceremonies, which remained in it, was 

of herfelf rather inclined to bring the public worihip frill nearer to the Romifh 
ritual :t:; and fhe thought, that the reformation had already gone too far in fr.ak-

T t 2 ing 

• Keith, p. 565. Knox, p. 402. t Heylin, preface, p. 3· Hill:. p. to6. 
t When No:wel, om of her chaplains, had /poke /ifs reCT.Jerently in a fermm, preached befit·e her of the jig11 

if the crofs, foe called aloud to him from her clo/et rwindo:w, commandmg him to retire from that zmgodfy 

digreflion and to return u1zto his text. And 011 the other fide, rwhen tme of her di<Vines ha f>rtached a /ermon 

in difence of the real prefence, foe openly gacve him thank.r for his paim and prety. Heyl'n, p. I 24. he 
would have abfolutcly forbid the marriage of the clergy, if Cecil had not interpofed. Strjpe's Life 
of Parker, p. 107, 1e8, 109. She was an enemy to fermons; and ufually faid, that fuc thought tw~ 

or three preachers were fufficient for a whole county. 

Chap. I I. 
•s6s. 
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ing offthofe forms and obfervanccs, which, without diftrac:ting men of more refined 
apprehenfions, tend in a very innocent n1anner to allure, and amufe, and engage 
the vulgar. She took care to have a law for uniformity ftric:tly enaCl:ed: She 
was empowered by the parliament to add any new ceremonies, which fhe thougl t 
proper : And tho' lhe was fparing in the exercife of this prerogative, fhe con
tinued rigid in exaCting an obfervance of the eftablifhed laws, and in punifhing 
all nonconformity. The zealots, therefore, who harboured a fecret antipathy to 
the epifcopal order and to the whole liturgy, were obliged, in a great meafure, to 
conceal thefe fentiments, which would have been regarded as highly audacious 
and criminal ; and they confined their avowed objections to the furplice, the con
firmation of children, the fign of the crofs in baptifm, the ring in marriage, 
kneeling at the facrament, and bowing at the name of Jefus. So fruitlefs is it 
for fovereigns to watch with a rigid care over orthodoxy, and employ the fword 
in religious controverfy, that the work, perpetually renewed, is perpetually to 
begin ; and a garb, a gefture, nay, a metaphyfical or grammatical diftinB:ion, 
when rendered important by the difputes of theologians and the zeal of the ma
giftrate, is fufficient to deftroy the unity of the church and even the peace of fo
ciety. Thefe controverfies had already excited fuch fennent among the people, 
that in fome places they refufed to frequent the churches where the habits and 
ceremonies were ufed, would not falute the conforming clergy, and proceeded fo 
far as to revile them in the ftreets, to fpit in their faces, and to ufe them with all 
manner of contumely t. And while the fovereign authority checked thefe ex
ceffes, the flame was confined, not extinguifhed ; and burning fiercer from con
finement, it burft out in the fucceeding reigns to the deftruB:ion of the church 

and tnonarchy. 

ALL enthufiafts, indulging themfelves in rapturous flights, extafies, vifions, 
infpirations, have a natural averfion to epifcopal ·authority, to ceremonies, rites, 
and forms, which they denominate fuperil:ition, or beggarly elements, and which 
feen1 to reil:rain the liberal effufions of their zeal and devotion : But there was 
another fet of opinions adopted by thefe innovators, which rendered them in 
a peculiar manner the objeCt of Elizabeth's averfion. The fame · bold and 
dari~g fpi~it, w.h.ich accompanied them in their addreffes to the divinity, appear
ed _m thetr pol~ucal fpeculations; and the principles of civil liberty, which, 
durmg fome retgns had been very little avowed in the nation, and which were 
totally incom~attble with the prefent exorbitant prerogative, had been ftrongly 
adopted by tb1s new feet. Scarce any fovereign before Elizabeth, and none after 

her, 
t Strype's Life of Whitgift, p. 46o. 
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her, carried higher, both in fpeculation and practice, the authority of the crown ; 
and the puritans (fo thefe feB:aries were called, on account of their pretending 
to a greater purity of wodhip and difcipline) could not recommend themfelves 
worfe to her favour, than by preaching up the doctrine of refifi:ing or reftraining 
princes. From all thefe motives, the Queen neglected no opportunity of depref
fing thofe zealous innovators ; and while they were countenanced by fome of her 
moft favoured minifi:ers, Cecil, Leicefi:er, Knolles, Bedford, Walfingham, fhe 
never was, to the end of her life, reconciled to their principles and practices. 

WE have thought proper to infert in this place-an account of the rife and the 
genius of the puritans ; becaufe Camden marks the prefent year, as the period 
when they began to make themfelves moft confiderable in England. We now 

return to our narration. 

Chap. TU. 
15 68. 

THE Duke of Norfolk was the only peer, who enjoyed the higheft title of no· 1569. 

bility ; and as there were at prefent no princes of the blood, the fplendor of his ra~~= ~:n%~~
family, the opulence of his fortune, and the extent of his influence, had rendered racy. 

him without comparifon the firft fubjeB: in England. The qualities of his mind 
correfponded to his high ftation: Beneficent, affable, generou5, he had acquired 
the affections of the people ; prudent, moderate, obfequious, he poffeffed with-
out jealoufy the good graces of his fovereign. His grandfather and father had 
long been regarded as the leaders of the catholics ; and this hereditary attach-
n1ent, joined to the alliances of blood, had procured him the friendfhip of the 
m oft confiderable men of that party : But as he had been educated among the refor-
n1ers, was fincerely devoted to their principles, and maintained that ftrict decorum 
and regularity of life, by which the proteftants were at that time diftinguilhed; he 
thereby enjoyed the rare felicity of being popular even with the moft oppofite 
factions. The height of his profperity alone was the fource of his misfortunes, 
and engaged him into attempts, fron1 which his virtue and prudence would na_ 

turally have for ever kept him at a difrance. 

NoRFOLK was at this time a widower; and being of a fuitable age to efpoufe 
the ~een of Scots, that marriage had appeared fo natural, that it had occurred 
to feveral of his friends and thofe of that princefs : But the firfr perfon, who, after 
fecretary Lidington, opened the fcheme to the duke is faid to be the earl of Mur
ray, before his departure for Scotland*. That nobleman fet before Norfolk both 
the advantage of compofing the differences in Scotland by an alliance which would 
be fo generally acceptable, and the profpetl: of reaping the fucceffion of England ; 

and in order to bind Norfolk's interefr the fafi:er with Mary's, he propofed that the 
duke's 

Lefley, p. 36, 37· 
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duke's daughter. fbollkl efpoufe the you1 g king of cotland. The ob m1 g p~e· 
vioufly Er za eth's confent, was regard eM both by rray and ~ orfolk as a ctr
cumffance effential to the fuccefs of their projeCt ; and all circumfiances being 
adjufted between them, Murray took care, by the n:eans of Sir Robert Melvit, 
to have the defign commm icat d to the ~een of Scots. That princefs replied, 
that the vexations, whkh fhe had met with in her two laft marriages, had made 

-1 

her more inclined to lead a fingle life ; b lt fhe was determined to facrifice her 
own inclinat10ns to the. public we .fare: And therefore, fo foon as fhe !hould be 
legally divorced from Bothwel, ffie would be de ermined by the opinion of her 
nobility and people in the choice of another huiband t. 

IT- is probable, that Murray was not fi cere in this propofal. He had two 
motives to engage him to diffimulation. He knew the danger, which he muft 
run in pis return thro' the . North of England, from the power of the Earls of 

orthum cri ana and W eftmorehnd, N1ary's partizans in that country ; and he 
dread~d an infurreCl:ion in Scotland from tHe duKe of Chatelrault, and the earls of 
Argyle an Huntley, whom fhe had appointed her lieutenants during her ab
fence. By thefe feigned appearances of friendfhip, he both engaged Norfolk to 
w1 ite in his favour to the non hem noblemen :f: ; and he perf·vadpd the Q9een of 
Scots to giv her lieutenants per :.iffion, and even an vice, to make a celfation of 
hoH ilities with the regent's party 11· 

TaE duke of ~orfolk, tho' he liad agree , that Elizabeth's ronfent lhould 
be previoufiy obtained, before the comp etion of his marriage, had good reafon 
to apprehen , hat h never woo'd prevail with her voluntarily to make that con
ceHion. I e knew her perpetual ana unrelenting jealoufy againft her heir and rival; 
he was acquainted wlth her former reluctance to all propofals of marriage with the 
~een of Scots ; he forefaw, that that princefs's efpoufing a perfon of his power, 

nd charaCler, and intereft, would give the greateft umbrage ; and as it would 
then become neceffary to re-inftate Mary in poffeffion of her throne on fome tole
rable terms, and even endeavour to re-eftablifh her character, he dreaded, that 
Elizabeth, whofe politics had now taken a different turn, would never agree to 
fuch indulgent and generous conditions. He therefore endeavoured previoufly 
to gain the confent and approbation of feveral of the moft confiderable nobility ; 
and he was fuccefsful ith the earls of Pembroke, Arundel, Derby, Bedford, 
Shrewfbury, Southampton, Iorthumberland, Weftrnoreland, Suffex §. The 
lord Lumley, and Sir icholas Throcmorton embraced cordially the propofal: 
Even the earl of Leicefter, Elizc.beth's declared favourite, who had formedy en-

tertained 
Lefley, p. 40, 41. t State T1ials, p. j6, j8. 

Camden, p. 419. Spotfivood, p. z3o. 
11 Lefley, p. 41. § Le ey, p. SS· 

l 



L l Z A B E T H. 11 

~od feemed to nter ze o 
c" ves, be fides ffecf on to 
th"' nobil,ity. 

ling Mary, · ·ngly efigned all his preten!ion , Chap. Ill. 
orfolk's interefts •. There were other mo- '569· 

hie produced this general combination of 

IR \ 7illiam Cecil, fecretary of ftate, was the moft vigilant, aetive, and pru
dent n1inifter eve-r known in Eoghmd ; an as he was governed by no views but 
the inter-ell-s of his fovereign, hi en he · nfiexioly purfue~, his authority over 
her became·every day more predom-inant. Ever ~ool himfelf, and uninAuenced 
by prejuoice or affecti0n, he chec t~d thofe fa lie of paffion, and fometimes of 
caprice, to whi h lhe as fi bject; an if he failed of per~ ading er in he firft 
movement, his P,erfeverance, and emonftrances, and arguments were fure at 
afi to recommend th~mfelves to her found difcernrnent. The more credit he 

gained with his miil:refs, the more was he expofed to the envy of her ther coun
ellors; and as he had been fuppofed to adopt ·the interefts of the houre of Suf

fdlk, hofe claim feemed t:o carry with it no danger o the pr-eftnt eftablifhment, 
his enemies, in oppofition to him, were naturally led to attach themfelves to the 

ueen of Scots. Elizabeth faw, without uneafinefs, this emulation among ht 
court' ers, which erved to augment her authority; and ho' fhe fupported Gecil, 

herever matters came to extret · ity, and diffipated every confpiracy againft him, 
particularly one laid about this ime to have him thrown int0 the 11ower under 
fome pretence or other t, lhe never gave him fuch unlimited confidence as might 
enable him entirely to cruih his adverfaries. 

NORFOLK, Jenfible of the difficulty, ich he muft meet with in controling 
Cecil's councils, efpecially where they concurred with the inclinations, as v U as 
interefts of the ~1een, durft not open to her his intentions of mar.rying the ~een 
of Scots ; but proceeded fti 1 in the fame courfe of encreafmg his .intereft in the 
kingdom, and engaging more of the nobility to take part in his meafures. A 
letter was wrote to 1ary by Leicefter, and figned by feveral men of the firft 
rank, recommending Norfolk for her hu!band, and ftipulating conditions for the 
advantage of both kingdoms: That lhe fhould gi e fuffic·ent" furety to Elizabeth, 
and the heirs of her body, for the free enjoyment of the crown of England ; 
that a perpetual league, offenfive and d fenfive, be made between their realms and 
fubjeB:s ; . t hat the protefi:ant religion be eftablifi1ed by law in Scotland ; and :that 
fhe fbould grant an amnefty to her rebels in that kingdom :f:. When Mary re
turned a favourable anfwer to this application, Norfolk applied himfelf with new 
ardor to the execution of his projeCt:; and beftdes fecuring the interefts of many 

• Haynes, p. 535· 
P· 53), 539• 

t Camden, p. 417. 

of 

t Lefley, p. 50. Camden, p .• po. Haynco:~ 
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of the confiderable gentry and nobility who refided at court, he wrote letters to 
fuch as lived at their country feats, and poifeffed the greateft authority in the feve
ral counties IJ. The Kings of France and Spain, who interefted themfelves ex

tremely in Mary's caufe, were fecretly confulted, and expreffed their approbation 
•f thefe meafures §. And tho' Elizabeth's confent was always fuppofed as a 
previous condition to the finifhing this alliance, it was apparently Norfolk's in
tention, when he proceeded fuch lengths without confulting her, to render his 

party fo ftrong, that it fuould no longer be in her power to refufe it*. 

IT was impoffible, that fo extenfive a confpiracy could entirely efcape the 
~een's vigilance and that of Cecil. She dropt feveral furmifes to the duke, 
by which he might learn, that fhe was acquainted with his defigns; and fhe fre

quently warned him to beware on what pillow he repofed his head t : But he 
never had the prudence or the courage to open to her his full intentions. The 
firfi: certain intelligence, which fhe received of this dangerous combination was 
from the earl of Murray :f:, who, if ever he was fincere in promoting Norfolk's 

marriage, which is much to be fufpeB:ed, had at leaft propofed, for his own fafety 

and that of his party, that Elizabeth fhould, in reality as well as in appearance, 

be entire arbiter of the conditions, and fuould not have her confent extorted 

by any confederacy of her own fubjeets. This information gave great alarm to 
the court of England ; and the more fo, that thofe intrigues were attended with 

other circumftances, of which, it is probable, Elizabeth was not wholly igno-
rant. 

AMoNG the nobility and gentry, that feemed to enter into Norfolk's views, 

there were many, who were zealoufiy attached to the catholic religion, who had 

no other defign than that of reftoring Mary to her liberty, and who would 

gladly, by a combination with foreign powers, or even at the expence of a civil 
war, have placed her on the throne of England. The earls of Northumberland 
and W eftmoreland, who poffe!fed great power in the north, were leaders of 
this party ; and the former nobleman made offer to the ~een of Scots, by 
Leonard Dacre.s~ brother to lord Dacres, that he would free her from con
finement, and convey her to Scotland or any other place, to which Ihe Ihould 

think proper to retire+· Sir Thomas and Sir Edward Stanley, fons to the earl 
of Derby, Sir Thomas Gerar.d, Rolftone, and other gentlemen, whofe intereft 

l~y 

11 Lefly, p. 6z. § Ibid. p. 63. • State Trials, vol. I. p. 8z. t Camden, p. 420. 

Spotfwood, P· 23 I. ~:t: Lefly, p. il· It appears by Haynes, p. 521, 525, that ~een Eliza-
beth had heard rum.ours of Norf~lk's de~ling with Murray ; and charged the latter to inform her Of 
the whole truth, whtch he accordmgly ihd. See alfo the earl of Murray's letter produced on Nor-

folk's trial. + Lefiy, P· 76. 
2 
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lay in the neighbourhood of the place where Mary refided, concurred in the fame Chap. HI. 
•s6g. views, and required, that, in order to facilitate the execution of the fcheme, a 

divedion fhould, in the mean time, be made from the fide of Flanders :f:. Nor-
folk difcouraged, and even in appearance fuppreffed, thefe confpiracies ; both 
becaufe his duty to Elizabeth would not allow him to think of effecting his pur-
pofe by rebellion, and becaufe he forefaw, that, if the ~een of Scots came into 
the "poffeffion of thefe men, they would rather choofe for her hufband the King 
of Spain, or fome foreign prince, who had power, as well as inclination, to re
eftabli!h the catholic religion*. 

WHEN men of honour and good principles, like the duke of Norfolk, engage 
in dangerous enterprizes, they are commonly fo unfortunate as to be criminal 
by halves ; -and while they ballance between the execution of their defigns and 
their remorfes, their fear of puni!hment and their hope of pardon, they render 
themfelves an eafy prey to their enemies. The duke, in order to reprefs the fur
rnizes, fpread againft him, fpoke contemptuouOy to Elizabeth of the Scotch 
alliance; affirmed that his eftate in England was n1ore valuable than the revenue 
of a kingdom wafted by civil wars and factions ; and declared, that, when he 
amufed himfelf in his own tennis-court at Norwich amidft his friends and vaffals, he 
efteemed himfelf at leaft a petty prince, and was fully contented with his condition t . 
F'inding, that he did not convince her by thefe affeverations, and that he was looked 
on with a jealous eye by the courtiers, he retired to his country-feat without taking 

• leave~. He foon after repented of this meafure, and fet out on his return to 
court, with a view of ufing every expedient to regain the ~een's good graces; 
but he was met at Sr. AI bans by Fitz-Garret, lieutenant of the band of penfioners, 
by whom he was conveyed to Burnham, three miles from Windfor, where the 
court then refided +· He was foon after comtnitted to the Tower, under the 
cuftody of Sir Henry Nevil H· Lefley, bi!hop of Rofs, the ~een of Scots's 
ambaffador, was examined and confronted with .Norfolk before the council §. 
The earl of Pembroke was confined to his own houfe: Arunde1, Lumley, and 
Throcmorton were taken into cuftody. The ~1een of Scots herfelf was re
moved to Coventry; all accefs to her was, during fome time, more ftritlly pro
hibited ; and the vifcount I-lereford was joined to the earls of Shrewibury and 
Huntingdon, in the office of guarding her. 

A RuMOUR had been very generally diffufed in the north of an intended re - InfurreCl:ions 

belliot~; and the earl of Suffex, pre!ldent of York, alarmed with the danger, fent in the north • . 

for 

:f: Lefly, p. 98 . · Ibid. p. 77 · t Cam de 1, p. 4:0. ~ Hayne~ , p sz8. i· Ibi • 
}'· 339· 11 Camden, p. 4~1. Haynes, p. s-to. § Lefly, p. So. 
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for Northumberland and W eflmoreland, in order to examine them ; bu~ not~ 
finding any proof again£1: them, he allowed them to depart. 'Ihe report mean
while gained ground daily; and nuny apt:earances of its reality being difco
vered, orders were difpatchcd by Elizabeth to thefe two noblemen, to appear at 

.court, and anfwer for their conduCt*. They had already proceeded fo far i1.1 th~ir 

.criminal defigns, that they dared not to truft themfelves in her hands : They had 
prepared n1eaf\.Hes for a rebellion ; had communicated the~r defign to Mary and 
her minifl:ers t; had entered into a correfpondence with the duke of Alva, gover
nor of the Low Countries; had obtained his promife of a reinforcement of troops, . 
and of a fupply of arms and ammunition; and had prevailed on hiin to fend 
over to London Chiapini Vitelli, one of his mofl: famous captains, under pretence ~ 
of adjufring fome differences with the ~1een, but in reality with a view of put
ting him at the head o~ the northern rebels. The fummons, . fent to the two ~ 
earls, precipitated the rifing before they were fully prepared; and Northumber
land remained in fufpence between oppofite dangers, when he was informed, that 
fome of his enemies were on the way with a con1t:iiffion to arrcfl: him. He 
.took horfe inftantly, and haf1:ened to his affociate \Veftmortland, whom he found 
furroundtd with his friends and vaff.1ls, and deliberating with regard to the mea
fines, which he fhould follow in the prefent emergence. They determined to 

begin the infurreCtion without delay; and the great credit of .. hefe two noblemen, 
~ith that ·zeal for the catholic religion, w~ich frill prevailed in the neiohbourhood 

• 0 ' 

foon drew together multitudes of the comnlon people. They pub!ifhed a mani .. -
fci1:o, in which they maintained, that they intended to a :tempt nothing againft the 

· ~1een, to whom they vowed unfhaken allegiance ; and that their foie aim was to 
·re-eftablifh the religion of their anceftors, . to remove evil counfellors, . and to 
rdl:ore the duke of N m-folk. anJ .other faithful peers to their liber .. y. and to the 
~een's favour ll· Their number amounted to four thoufand foot and fixteen 
hundred horfe, a;1d they expected the concurrence of all the cat holies .in Eng-

land t. -
TnE Q_t:een was not negligent' in her defence, and !he had beforehand, from 

her prudent and wife conduct, acquired the general good will of her people, the beft · 
fecurity of a fovereign; infomuch that even the Catholics in moft . counties ex-· 
preffed an affection for her fervice ·+; · and the duke of Norfolk himfelf, tho' h~ 
.. 1ad loft her favour, and lay in confinement, was not wanting, as far as his fitu~. 

ation permitted, to p_romote the levies among his friends and retainers. Suifex, 
attended 

* Haynes, p. 552. t Ibid. P· 595· Strype, vol. IT. append. p· 30. MS. in the Advocate':i 
i,ibrary from Cott. Lib. Cal. c. 9· . 11 Cabbala, p. 169. Str}p~, _vol~ I. p. 547· :t: Stowe1 . 

p. 663. t Cabbala, p. 170. D1gges, p. 4· ,.~ 
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ctttended with the earls of Rutland, the lords Hunfdon, Evers; and Willoughby 
f Parham marched againft the rebels at the head of feven thoufand men, and 

found them alrearly advanced to the bif11opric of Durham, of which they had 
taken poffeffion. They retired before him to Hexham ; and hearing that the earl 
of \Varwic and lord Clinton were advancing upon them with a greater body, 
they found no other expedient but to difperfe rhemfelves withcut ftriking a blow. 
The common people retired to their houfes: The leadLrs fled into Scotland., 
l~orthumberland \VasJound fkulking in that country, and was confined by Mur
ray to the caftle of Lochlcvin. vVefrmoreland received fhelter from the cheif
tains of the Kers and Scots, partizans of Mary ; and perfuaded them to mal~e an 
inroad into England, with a view of exciting a quarrel between the two king
doms. After they had comn1itted great ravages, they retreated to their own 
cot1ntry; and ¥Veftmoreland made his efcape into Flanders, where he was pro
teCted. This fudden and precipitate rebellion was followed foon after by ano· 
ther flill n1ore imprudent, raifeJ by Leonard Dacres. Lord Hunfdon, at the 
head of the garrifon of Benvic, was able, without other affiftance, to quell thefe 
infurgents. Great fever'ty was exercifed againft the people, who had taken 
part in thofe rafh enterprizes. Sixty-fix petty conftables were hanged*; and no 
lefs than eight hundred perfons are faid, on the whole, to have fu£fered by the 
h:wds of the executioner t. But the ~een was fo well pleafed with Norfolk's 
behaviour, that i11e relcafed him from the Tower, allowed him to live under 
fome fhew of confinement in his own houfe, and only exacred a promife fron1 
him not to proceed any farther in his pretenfions to marriage with the ~1een 

of Scots t· 
ELIZABETH now found that the detention of Mary in England was attended 

with all the ill confequences, which .!he had forefeen when !he firft embraced that 
n1eafure. This latter princefs recovering, by means of her misfortunes and her 
own natural good f nfe, from that delirium, in which fhe feems to have been 
thrown during her attaclunent to Bothwel, had behaved with fuc:h modefty and 
judgment, and even dignity, that every one, who approadied her, was charmed 
with her demeanor, and ber friends were enabled, on fome plaufible grounds, to 
deny the reality of all thofe crimes, which had been imputed to her 11· The 
compaffion for her fituation, and the neceffity of e.ffecling her relief, proved an 
incitement among all her partizans to be active in promoting her caufe ; and as 

h€r delivery from captivity, it was thought, could no way be efrecred but by 
3 U 2 attempts, 

• Camden, p. 423. t Lefly, p. 82. t Ibid. p. 98. Camden, p. ~ :9. .Hap:es, P· 59""· 
I Lefly, .v· z3z. Haynes> _p. 5 N,/548 

Chap. HI. 
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Ch:tp TT!. attempts, dangerous to the efl:abliihed government, Elizabeth had reafon to ex~ 
1569· peB: little tranquillity fo long as the Scotch ~een remained a prifoner in her hands. 

But as r:1is inconvenience had been preferred to the danger of allowing that prin
ccfs to enjoy her liberty, and to feek relief in all the catholic courts of Europe, it 
behaved the ~~en to fupport the meafure which !he had adopted, and to guard 
by every prudent expedient againfi the mifchiefs to which it was expofed. She 
ftill flattered Mary with hopes of her protetlion, maintained an ambiguous con

duct between that ~een and her enemies in Scotland, negotiated perpetually 
concerning the tarns of her reftoration, made conftant profeffions of friendfhip 
to her ; and by thefe artifices endeavoured both to prevent her from n1aking any 
defperate efforts for her delivery, and to fatisfy the French and Spani!h ambaffa

dors, who never intermitted their follicitations, fometimes accompanied with 

menaces, in her favour. This deceit was received with the fame deceit by the 
~een of Scots: Profeffions of confidence were returned by profeffions equally 

infincere: And while an appearance of friendfhip was maintained on both fides, 
the animofity and jealoufy, which had long prevailed between them, was every 
day becoming more inveterate and incurable. Thefe two princeffes, in addrefs, 
capacity, aCtivity, and fpirit, were nearly a match for each other; but unhap
pily, Mary, befides her prefent forlorn condition, was always inferior in perfonal 
conduB: and dilcretion, as well as in power, to her illuftrious rival. 

ELIZABETH and Mary wrote at the fame time letters to the regent. The 
~een of Scots defired, that her marriage with Bothwel might be examined, and 

a divorce legally pronounced between them. The ~een of England gave 

Murray the choice of three conditions ; that Mary fhould be reflored to her 

dignity on certain terms ; that fhe fhould be afTociated with her fon, and the ad
miniftration remain in the regent's hands, till the young prince fhould come to 
years of difcretion ; or that fhe fhould be allowed to live at liberty as a private 
perfon in Scotland, and have an honourable fettlement made upon her*. Murray 
fummoned a convention, in order to deliberate on thefe propofals of the two 

QEeens. No anfwer was made by them to Mary's letter, under pretence that fhe 

had there maintained the ftyle of a fovereign, addreffing herfelf to her fubjeCts; 
but in reality, becaufe they faw that her requeft was calculated to prepare the 
way for a marriage with Norfolk, or fome powerful prince, who could fupport 
her caufe, and reftore her to the throne. They replied to Elizabeth, that the 

two forn1er conditions were fo derogatory to the royal authority of their prince, 
that they could not fo much as deliberate concerning them : The third alone 

could 

~ MSS. in the advocate's library. A. 3· z9. p. 137· from Cott. Li b.al. c. t; 
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could be the fubjecr of treaty. It was evident, that Elizabeth, in propofing 
condition'3 fo unequal in their importance, invited the Scotch to a refufal of thofe 
which were moft advantageous to 1\Iary ; and as it was difficult, if not impoffible, 
to adjufl: all the terms of the third, fo as to render it fecure and eligible to all par-. 
ties, it was concluded that ihe was no t fincere in any of them :f:. 

Chap. nr.j 
1569. 

IT is pretended, that Murray had entered into a private negociation with the 157 c. . 
~een, to get Mary delivered into his h3nds 11; and as Elizabeth found the de-
tention of her in England fo dangerous, it is probable, that !he would have been 
pleafed, on any honourable or fafe terms, to rid herfelf of a prifoner who gave 
her fo much inquietude. But all thefe projects vanifhed by the fudden death of 23 January.' 
the regent, who was affaffinated, in revenge of a private injury, by a gentleman A!raffinaticn 

of the name of Hamilton. Murray was a perfon of confider able vigour, ability, oMf the earl of 
unay. 

and conftancy ; but tho' he was not unfuccefsful, during his regency, in com-
pofing the diffentions in Scotland, his talents fhone out more eminently in the 
beginning than in the end of his life. His manners were rough and auftere; and 
he poffeffed not that perfect integrity, which frequently accompanies, and can 
alone atone for, that unamiable character. 

BY the death of the regent, Scotland reJapfed into its former anarchy. Mary's 
party affembled together, and made themfelves mafi:ers of Edinburgh. The 
caftle, commanded by Kirkaldy of Grange, feemed to favour her caufe; and as 
n1any of the principal nobility had embraced that fide, it became probable, tho' 
the people were in general averfe to her, that her authority might again acquire 
the afcendant. To check its progrefs, Elizabeth difpatched Suffex, with an ar
my, to the North, under colour ~f chafi:izing the ravages committed by the 
borderers. He entered Scotland, and laid wafi:e ·the lands of the Kers and Scots, 
feized the caftle of Hume, and committed hofrilities on all Mary's partizans, 
who, he faid, had offended his mifirefs, by harbouring the Englifh rebels. Sir 
Wi\liam Drury was afterwards fent with a body of troops, and he threw down 

· the houfes of the Hamiltons, who were engaged in the fame faction. The Eng
li!h armies were afterwards recalled by agreement with the ~een of Scots, who 

, promifed, that no French troops fhould be introduced into Scotland, and that 
the Engli!h rebels fhould, by her partizans, be delivered up to the ~1een *. 

BuT tho' the ~een, covering herfelf with the pretence of revenging her own 
quarrel, fo far contributed to fupport the party of the young King, fhe was 
cautious not to declare openly againfi: the ~een of Scots; and fhe even fent a 

requeft, 

t Spotfwood, p. z3o, 2.3 x; Lefly, p. 71. 
* Lefly, p. 91. 

I! Camden, p. 425. Lefly, p. 83; 
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· , h:tp. III •. requeft, which was. equal to a command, to the enemies of that princefs~ 
11.57o. not to elect, during fame time, a regent in the place of Murray t. Lenox, the 

,King's _g~andfather, was, therefore, chofen temporary governor, under the title
of Lieutena:1t. Hearing afterwards, that l\lary's partizans, initead of de!iver-
1ing up \Vdtmoreland, and the other fugitives, as they had promifed, had allow
_ed them to efcape into Flanders; ilie permitted the King's party to give Le
nox the title of regent t, and £he fent Randolf, as her refident, to maintain 
a conefpondence with him. But notwithfl:anding this f1ep, taken in favour of 
I\-1ary's enemies, £he never laid afide her ambiguous conduCt-, or quirted the pre
tenfions of amity to that princefs. Being importuned by the bifhop of Rofs, 
and her other agents, as well as by foreign amba!fadors, !he twice procured a 
fufpenfion of arms between the Scotch faCtions, and by that means flopped th~ 
bands of the regent, who was l.kely to obtain advantages over the oppofite par
ty 11· By thefe feeming contrarieties !he kept alive the faCtions in Scotland, in_ 
creafed their mutual animofity, and rendered the who1e country a fee ne of de
vaftation and of n1ifery +· She had no intention to conquer the kingdom, and 
confequently no interefr nor defign to infiigate the parties againfi: each other; 
but this confequence was an accidental effect of her cautious politics, by which 
'fhe was engaged, as far as poffible, to keep on good terms with the Q1een of 
Scots, and never to violate the appearances of friendfhip with her, at leaft thoi~ 

of neutrality*. 
THE better to amufe Mary with the profpeB: of an accommodation, Cecil and 

Sir Walter Mildway were fent to her, with propofals from Eliubeth. The 
terms were fomewhat rigorous, fuch as a captive ~een might expeCt: from a 
jealous rival ; and they thereby bore the greater appearance of fincerity on the 
part of the Engli!h cJurt. It was required, that the Queen of Scots, befides 
renouncing all title to the crown of England during the life-time of Elizabeth, 
ihould make a perpetual league, offenfive and d~fenfive, between the kingdoms· 
·that ihe iliould marry no Engliihman without Elizabeth's content, nor any other 

.Perfon without the confent of the fiates .of Scotland ; that .redrefs fhould be made 
for 

t Spo~fwood, p. 240. ! Ibid. ·p. 241. 11 Ibid. p. 243· + Crawford, p. q6. 

• Sir ames Melvil, p. to8, 109, afcribes to Elizabeth a pofitive defign of animatino- the Scotch faCti~ 
.ens againft each ot'4er; but his evidence is too inconfiderable to counterballance man/'other authorities, _ 

.and is, indeed, contrary to .herpofterior conduCt, as well as h,er interefts, and the neceffity of her fitua

;tion. It was plainly her intereft, that the King's party fhould prevail, and nothing could hare engaged 

her to ftop their progrefs, or even forbear from openly affifting them, but her intention of ftill amufing 

c.the ~een of Scots, by the hopes of being ,Peaceaqly reftored to her throne. See farther, Strype, 
yol. II. ,Appen. p. zo. 
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for tne late ravages committed in England; that . juftice fhould be executed on Chap. nr •. 
the murderers of the late King; that the young prince fhould be fent into Engw ISiO· · 

land, to be educated there; that fix hoftages, all of them noblemen, fhould be 
delivered to the ~een of England, with the caftle of Hume, and fome other 
fortrefs, for the fecurity of performance*. Such were the conditions upon which · .. 
Elizabeth promifed to contribute her endeavDurs towards the reftoration of the de· 
pofed ~een. The neceffity of Mary's affairs obliged her to · confent to them; 
and the Kings of France and Spain, as well as the pope, when confulted by her, 
approved of her conduct ; chiefly on account of the civil wars by which all Eu-
rope was at that time agitated, and which incapacitated the catholic princes fron1 
giving her any affifrance +. 

ELIZABETH's commiffioners propofed alfo to Mary a plan of accommodation 
'ith her fubjeEts in Scotland ; and after fome reafoning on that head, it was . 

agreed, that the ~een fhould require Lenox, the regenr, to fend up commiffi
oners, to treat of conditions under her mediation. The partizans of Mary boaft
ed, that all terms were fully fettled · \Vith the court of England, and that the 
Scotch rebels would foon be cor.firained to fubmit to the reiteration of their fove
reign : But Elizabeth took care that thefe rumours fhould meet with no credit, 
and that the King's party fhould not be difcouraged, nor fink , too low in their 
dcm~nds. Cecil wrote to inform the regent, that · all the Qleen of England's , 
propofals, fo far from beingJixed and i· revocable, were to be difcufled anew in 
the conference; an-.l defired him to fend commiffioners, who fhould be conftanc · 
to tl:e King's caufe, and cautious not to make conceffions which might be preju. 
dicial to thtir party :f:. Suffex alfo, in his letters, dropped hints to the fan1e 
purpofe; and Elizabeth herfelf faid to the abbot of Dunfermling, whom Lenox 
had fent to the court of England, that fl1e would not infift on Mary's reftoration, 
provided the Scotch could make the juftice of their caufe appear to her fatisfac
tiOn ; and that even, if their reafons ihould fall fhort of full conviction, lhe 
\\ould take effectual care to provide for their future fecurity ll· 

THE Scotch Parli ment appointed the Earl of Morton, the Abb'ot of Dun- 1571• 

fermling, and Sir James Macgill to manage the treaty. Tbefe commiffioners firft Ift of Mar~h~ · ~ 
prefented memorials, containing reafons for the depofition of their ~een ; and 
they feconded their arguments, with examples drawn from the Scotch hiftory, 
with the authority of laws, and with the fentiments of many famous divines. 
The lofty ideas, which Elizabeth had entertained of the abfoll1te, . indefeizable 

right 

• Spotfwoood, p. 245· Lelly, lOit . 

I : Ibid. ·P· 247, 248 • . 
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Chap.' Ill. right of fovereigns, made her be fhocked with thefe republican to~ics ; a !~ d fhe 

157 1• told the Scotch commiffioners, that fhe was no-wife fatisfied with their reafons 

for juftifying the condutl: of their countrymen; and that -they n1ight therefore pro

ceed to propofe the conditions, which they required for their fecurity *. They 

replied, that their comm ilion did not empower them to treat of any terms, which 

n1ight infringe the title and fovereignty of their young king ; but they would 

, gladly hear whatever propofals fhould be made them by her majefi:y. The con. 

ditions, recommended by the ~een, were not difadvantageous to Mary; but as 

the commiffioners fl:ill infifted, that they were not authorized to treat, in any 

1nanner, concerning the reftoration of that Princefs t, the conferences were ne

cdfarily at an end ; and Elizabeth difmilfed the Scotch commiilioners with in

junCtions, that they Ihould return, after having procured n1ore ample powers 

from their Parliament t· The bifhop of H.ofs complained openly to the Englifh 

council, that they had abufed his miflrefs by fair promifes and profeilions ; and 

Mary herfelf was no longer at a lofs to judge of Elizabeth's infincerity. By 

reafon of thefc difappointments, matters came fiill nearer to extremity between 

the two Prince.ffes ; and the ~een of Scots, finding all her hopes eluded, was 

tnore ftrongly incited to make, at all hazards, every poffible attempt for her li

berty and fecurity. 

AN incident alfo happened about this time, which tended to widen the breach 

between Mary and Elizabeth, and to encreafe the vigilance and jealoufy of the 

latter Princefs. Pope Pius the fifth, who had fucceeded Paul, after having en

deavoured in vain to conciliate by gentle means the friendfhip of Elizabeth, 

whom his predece.ffor's violence had irritated, iffued at laft a bull of excommu

nication againfi her, deprived her of all title to the crown, and abfolved her fub

jetts from their oaths of allegiance ll· It feen1s probable, that this attack 

on the Queen's authority was made in concert with Mary, who intended by that 

n1eans to forward the northern rebellion ; a meafure, which was at that time pro· 

jetted §. John F elton affixed this bull to the gates of the bifhop of London's 

palace; and fcorning either to fly or deny the fact, he was feized, and condemned, 

and received the crown of martyrdom, for which he appears to have entertained 

fo violent an ambition t. 
zd of ~pril. A new Parliament, after five years interval, was affembled at Weftminfter. 
A Parhament. . , 

and as the ~een, by the rage of the pope aga1nfr her, was become frill more 

the 

• Spotfivood, P· 24-8, 24-9· t Haynes, 623. t Spotfwood, p. 249, 250, &c. Lelly, p. 133, 

r36. Camden, P· 4-31, +32· 11 Camden, p. 4-27. § !bid p. 4-41, from Caietanus Life of 

Pi us the fifth. i Ibid. p. 428. 
I 
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t 1e head of the rul ing party, it might be expected, both from this incident and 
from her own prudent and vigorous conduft, that her authority over the two 
houfes \vould be abfolutely uncontrculeable. It was fo in faCt ; yet is it remark
able, that it prevailed not without fome fma:l] oppofition ; and that too arifing 
chiefly from the height of zeal for protefi: antifm ; a difpofition of the Englifh, 
which, in general, contributed extreme I y to encreafe the ~1een's popularity. 
We !hall be fomewhat p::: · irular in relating the tranfaB:ions of this fellion, be
caufe they !how, as well the extent of the royal power during that age, as the 
difpofition of Elizabeth and the genius of her government. It will be curious 
alfo to obferve the faint dawnings of the fp irit of liberty in the Englifh, the jea
loufy with which that fpirit was repreffed by the fovereign, the imperious con
duet which was maintained in oppofition to it, and the eafe with which it was 

fubdued by this arbitrary Princefs. 

THE Lord keeper, Bacon, after the fpeaker of the commons was elected, told 
the Parliament, in the QEeen's name, that fhe enjoined them not to meddle with 
any matters of fiate t: Such was his expreffion ; by which he probably meant, 
the quefi:ions of the ~1een's marriage and the fucceffion, about which they had 
before given her fome trouble: For as to the other great points of government, 
alliances, peace and war, or foreign negotiations ; no Parliament in that age ever 
had the prefumption to take them under confideration, or queftion, in thefe par
ticulars, the conduCt of their fovereign. 

Chap. III. 

IN the former Parliament, the puritans had introduced feven bills for a fat_ 
ther reformation in religion; but they had not been able to prevail in any one of · 
them :f:. This houfe of commons had fat a very few days, when Stricland, a 
member, revived one of the bills, that for the amendment of the liturgy 11 · The 
chief objection, which he mentioned, was the fign of the crofs in baptifm. A no
ther member added, the kneeling at the facrament; and remarked, that if a pof
ture of humiliation was requifite in that aB: of devotion, it were better, that the 
communicants fhould throw themfelves proftrate on the ground, in order to keep 
at the wideft diftance from former fuperfi:ition *. 

RELIGION was a point, of which Elizabeth was, if poffible, frill more jea
lous than of matters of ftate. She pretended, that, in quality of fupreme head or 
governor of the church, fhe was fully empowered, by her prerogative alone, to 
decide all queftions which might arife with regard to doctrine, difcipline, or wor-
1hip ; and 1he never would allow her Parliaments fo much as to take thefe poinM 

3 X into 

t D' Ewes, p. 141 . l Ibid. p. 1 s5. H Ibid. P· 15~, 157· Ibid. p. !67,. 
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into confideration *. The courtiers forgot not to infift on this topic : The 
treafurer of the houfhold, tho' he allowed, that any herefy might be condelnn
ed by Parliament, (a conceffion which feems to have been very ralli and unguard
ed; fince the act, invefring the crown with the fupremacy, or rather acknow
ledging that prerogative, gave the fovereign full power to reform all herefies) 
yet he affirmed, that it belonged to the ~een alone, as head of the church, to 
regulate every queftion of ceremony in woriliip t. The comptroller feconded 
this argument ; infifred on the extent of the ~1een's prerogative; and faid, that 
the houfe might, from former examples, have taken warning not to meddle with 
fuch matters. One Pifl:or oppofed thefe remonftrances of the courtiers. He was 
· fcandalized, he faid, that affairs of fuch infinite confequence (viz. kneeling and 
making the fign of the crofs) fuould be paffed over fo lightly. Thefe queftions, 
he added, concern the falvation of our fouls, and intereft every one of us more 
deeply than the monarchy of the whole world. This caufe he fuewed to be God's; 
the re!l: were all but terrene, yea trifles in comparifon, call you them ever fo great : 
Subfidies, crowns, kingdoms, he knew not what weight they had, when laid 
in the ballance with fubjeB:s of fuch unfpeakable importance:J:. Tho' the 
zeal of this member feen1s to have been highly approved of, the houfe, over
awed by the prerogative, voted upon the queftion, that a petition fhould be pre
fented to her majefty, for her licence to proceed farther in this bill ; and in the 
mean time to ftop all debate or reafoning concerning it I~· 

MATTERS would probably have refted here, had not the Qleen been fo highly 
offended with Stricland's prefumption, in moving the bill for reformation of the 
liturgy, that fue fent for him to the council, and prohibited him thenc;eforth to 
appear in the houfe of commons+· That act of power was too violent even for 
this fubmiffive Parliament to endure. Carleton took notice of the matter, com
plained that the liberties of the houfe were violated ; obferved that Stricland was 
not a private man, but reprefented a multitude ; and moved, that he might be 
fent for, and if he was guilty of any offence, might anfwer for it at the bar of the 
houfe, which he infinuated to be the only competent tribunal **. Y elverton 
enforced the principles of liberty with frill greater boldnefs. He faid, that the 
precedent was dangerous: And tho' in this happy time of lenity, among fo many 
good and honourable perfonages as were at prefent · invefted with authority, no
thing of extremity (!)r injury was to be apprehended; yet the times might alter; 
what now is permitted, hereafter might be conftrued as duty, and might be en-

* D'Ewes, p. 158. 
!•Ibid. 

t Ibid. p. 166. :t: Ibid. 

forced 

11 Ibid. p. 167. -1- Ibid. p. 17 5 
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forced even on the ground of the prefent permiffion. He added, that all matters Chap. 1 I 
f* f 1:'71· not trea1onable, or which implied too much derogation o the imperial crown, might, -

without offence, be introduced into Parliament; where every queftion that con ... 
cerned the community, muft be confidered, and where even the right of the 
crown itfelf muft finally be determined. He remarked, that men fat not in that 
houfe in their private capacities, but as elected by their country ; and tho' it was 
proper, that the prince fhould retain his prerogative, yet was that preroga-
tive limited by law : As the fovereign could not of himfelf make laws, neither 
could he break them, n1erely fron1 his own authority *. 

THESE principles were popular, and noble, and generous; but the open affer~ 
tion of them was fomewhat new in England : And the courtiers were more war-: 
ranted by prefent praB:ice, when they advanced a contrary doctrine. The trea
furer warned the houfe to be cautious in their proceedings; neither to venture 
farther than their affured warrant n1ight extend, nor hazard their good opinion 
with her majeil:y in any doubtful caufe. The member, he faid, whom they re
quired, was not detained on account of any liberty of f~eech, but for the exhibit· 
ing a bill in the houfe againft the prerogative of the Queen ; a temerity which 
was not to be tolerated. And he concluded with obferving, that even fpeeches 
made in that houfe, have been quefrioned and examined by the fovereign f. 
<Sleere, another member, remarked, that the fovereign's prerogative is not fo 
much as difputable, and that the fafety of the ~een is the fafety of the fubjeCl:s. 
He added, that in quefl:ions of divinity, every man was for his inftru~ion to re
pair to his ordinary; and he feems to imply, that the bi!11ops themfe]ves, for 
their inftruB:ion, muft repair to the Qgeen :f:. Mr. Fleetwood obferved, th,lt, in 
his me-mory, he knew a man, who, in the fifth of the prefent ~een, had been 
called to account for a fpeech in the houfe. But left this example fhould be 
efteemed too recent, he would infonn them, from the parliament rolls, that in 
the reign of Henry the fifth, a biihop was committed to prifon by the King's 
command, on account of his freedom of fpeech; and the Parliament prefumed 
not to go farther than to be humble fuitors for him : In the fubfequent reign, the 
fpeaker hin1felf was committed, with another member ; and the houfe found no 
other remedy than a like fubmiffive application. l-Ie advifed the houfe to have 
recourfe to the fame expedient; and not to prefume, either·to fend for their 
member, or demand him as of right 11· During this fpeech, ihofe members of 
the council who fat in the houfe, whifpered together; upon which the fpeaker 
moved, that the houfe ili.ould make ftay of all farther proceedings: A motion, 

3 X 2 which 
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Chap. HI. . which was immediately complied with. The ~een, finding that the experiment 

1 57 1
• which ilie had made, was likely to excite a great commotion, faved her honour 

by this filence of the houfe ; and that the queftion might no more be refumed. 

1he fent next day to Stricland her permiffion to give his attendance in Parlia

ment*· 
NoTWITHSTANDING this rebuke from the throne, the zeal of the con1mons 

frill engaged them to continue the difcufiion of thufe other bil1s which re'garded 

religion ; but they were interrupted by a frill more arbitrary proceeding of the 

~een, in which the lords condefcended to be her inftrurnent. That houfe fent 

a meffage to the commons, defiring that a committee might attend them. Some 

members were accordingly appointed for that purpofe ; and the upper houfe in

formed them, that the ~een's majefty being informed of the articles of reforma

tion which they had canvaffed, approved of them, intended to publiih them~ 

and to make the bifhops execute them, by virtue of her regal authority, as fu· 

preme head of the church of England : But that fhe would not permit them to 

be treated of in Parliament t. The houf.e, tho' they did not entirely ftop pro

ceedings on account of this injunBion, feetn no-wife to have been offended at 

fuch haughty treatment ; and in the iifue all their bills came to nothing. 

A MOTION, made by Robert Bell, a puritan, againft an exclufive patent grant

ed to a company of merchants at Briftol =J:, gave alfo occafion to fome remark- , 

able incidents.. The ~1een, fome days after the tnotion was made, fent her or

ders, by the rnouth of the fpeaker, commanding the houfe to fpend little time 

in motions, and to avoid long fpeeches. All the members underftood that fhe 

had been offended, becaufe a matter had been moved which feen1ed to touch her 

prerogative {J. Fleet wood accordingly fpoke of this delicate fubject. He ob

ferved, that the ~een had a prerogative of granting patents; that to queftion 

the validity of any patent, was to invade the royal prerogative ; that all foreian 
0 

trade was entirely fubjeB:ed to the pleafure of the fovereign ; that even the ftatute 

which gave liberty of commerce, admitted of all prohibitions from the crown; 

and that the prin<:e, when he granted an exclufive patent, only employed the 

power vefted in him, and prohibited all others from dealing in any particular 

branch of com~erce. He_ quote~ the Clerk of the Parliament's book, to prove, 

that no m~n m1ght fpeak m Parliament of the ftatute of wills, unlefs the King 

firft gave hcence; becaufe the royal prerogative in the wards was thereby touch

ed. He fhewed likewife the ftatutes of Edward the firft, Edward the third and 

Henry die fourth, with a faving of the prerogative. And in Edward the fixth's 

time, 

.. ::D' Ew.es., p. ry 5. ·t lbjd. p. r8o, r85. :t. Ibid. p. 158. ll Ibid. p. I )9-
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ime, the proteCtor was applied to, for his allowance to mention matters of pre- Chap. ITI. 

rogative*. 
1 57 1

' 

SIR Humphrey Gilbert, the gallant fea-adventurer, carried thefe topics ftill 

farther. He endeavoured to prove, the motion made by Bell, to be a vain de

vice, and perillous to be treated of; fince it tended to the derogation of the pre

rogative imperial, which, whoever !hould attempt fo much as in fancy, could 

not, he faid, be otherwife accounted than an open enemy. For what difference 

is there between faymg, that the ~een is not to ufe the privilege of the crown, 

and faying that lhe is not ~1een? And tho' experience has fhewn fo much cle

mency in her majefty, as might, perhaps, make the fubjeets forget their duty; 

it is not good to fport or venture too much with princes. He remembered them 

of the fable of the hare, who, upon the proclamation, that all horned beafts 

fhould depart the court, immediately fled, left his ears fhould be conftrued to 

be horns; and by this apologue he feems to infinuate, that even thofe who heard 

or permitted fuch dangerous fpeeches, would not themfelves be entirely free from 

danger. He defired them to beware, left, if they meddled farther with thefe 

n1atters, the ~een might look to her own power, and finding herfelf able to 

fupprefs their challenged liberty, and to exert an arbitrary authority, might imi

tate the example of Lewis the eleventh of France, who, as he termed it, deli

vered the crown from wardlhip t. 
THo' this fpeech gave fome difguft, no body, at the time., replied any thing, 

but that Sir Humphrey miftook the meaning of the houfe, and of the member 

who made the n1otion : They never had other purpofe, than to reprefent their 

grievances in due and feemly form unto her majefty. But, in a fubfequent de

bate, Peter Wentworth, a man of a fuperior free fpirit, called that fpeech an in

fult on the houfe; noted Sir Humphrey's difpofition to flatter and fawn on the 

prince; co-mpared him to the cameleon, which can change itfelf into aJl colours, 

except white; and recommended to the houfe, a due care of liberty of fpeech, 

and of the privileges of Parliament t· It appears, on the whole, that the mo

tion againft the exclufive patent had no effeCt. Bell, the member who firft in

troduced jr, was fent for by the council, ann was fevereiy reprimanded for his 

temerity. He returned to the houf~ with fuch an amazed countenance, that all 

the members, well informed of the reafon~ were ftruck with terror; and during 

fome time, no one durft rife to fpeak of any matter of importanc~, for fear of 

giving offence to the ~een and the council. Even after the fears of the com

mons were fomewhat abated, the members fpoke with .extreme precaution; and 
by 

• D' Ewes, p. 16o. t lbid. P· I6S. t Ibid. p. 175. 
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Chap. nr. by employing moft of their difcourfe in preambles and apologies, they {hewed 
1571• their confcious terror of the rod which was hanging over them. Wherever any 

delicate point was touched, tho' ever fo gently ; nay feemed to be approached, 
tho' at ever fo great a diftance, the whifper ran about the houfe, " The ~een 
" will be offended; the council will be extremely difpleafed :" And by thefe fur
mizes men were warned of the danger to which they expofed themfelves. It is 
remarkable, that the patent which the Qgeen defended with fuch imperious vio~ 

29th May. 

' lence, was contrived for the profit of four courtiers, and was attended with tHe 
utter ruin of [even or eight thoufand of her induftrious fubjetl:s *. 

THus every thing which paffed the two houfes~ was extremely re(petl:ful and 
fubmiffive; yet did the ~teen think it incumbent on her, at the conclufion of 
the feffion, to check, and that with great feverity, thofe feeble efforts for liberty, 
which had appeared in the motions and fpeeches of fome members. The lord 
keeper told the commons, in her majefty's name, that, tho' the majority of the 
lower houfe had fhewed themfelves, in their proceedings, difcreet, and dutiful, 
yet a few of them had difcovered a contrary character, and had juftly merited 
the reproach of audacious, arrogant, and prefumptuous: Contrary to their duty, 
both as fubjeB:s and parliament-men, nay contrary to the exprefs injunctions 
given them from the throne at the beginning of the feffion ; injunCtions, which 
it might well have become them to have better attended to; they had prefumed 
to call in queftion her majefty's grants and prerogatives. But her n1ajeil:y warns 
them, that .fince they will thus wilfully forget themfelves, they are otherwife to 
be adn1oniibed : Some other fpecies of correCtion muft be found for then1 ; fince 
neither the commands of her majefty, nor the example of their wifer brethren, 
can reclaim their audacious, arrogant, and prefumptuous folly, by which they 
are thus led to meddle with what no way belongs to them, and what lies not 
within the 'cam pais of their underfianding t. 

IN all thefe tranfaCl:ions appears clearly the opinion which Elizabeth had en
tertained of the duty and authority of Parliaments. They were not to canvafs 
any matters of ftate: Still lefs were they to meddle with the church. Q9efiions 
of either kind were far above their reach, and were appropriated to the prince 
alone, or to thofe councils and minifters with whom he was pleafed to entruft 
them. What then was the office of Parliaments ? They miaht aive direCtions 

. 0 0 

for the due tan~mg of leather, or n1illing of cloth; for the prefervation of phea-
f~nts and partndges; for the reparation of bridges and highways ; for the pu
n~fument of vagabonds or common beggars. Regulations concerning the police 
or the country came properly under their infpeCtion ; and the laws of this kind 

, · which 
• D' Ewes, p. 24-z. . t Ibid. p. I)t. 
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which they prefcribed, had, if not a greater, yet a more durable authority, than 
thofe de , ived folely from the proclamations of the fovereign. Precedents or re
ports could fix a rule for decifions in private property, or the punifhment of 
crimes ; but no alteration or innovation in the municipal law could proceed fron1 
any other fource than the Parliament ; nor would the courts of j ufiice be induced 
to change their efiabliibed praClice by an order of council. But the n1oft ac
ceptable part of parliamentary tranfaCl:ions was the granting of fubfidies ; the 
attainting and punilhing the obnoxious nobility, or any minifter of ftate after his 
fall ; the countenancing fuch great efforts of power, as might be deemed fame
what exceptionable, where they proceeded entirely from the fovereign. The re
drefs of grievances was fometimes promifed to the people ; but feldom could have 
pL ce, while it was an eftablifhed rule, that the prerogatives of the crown muft 
not be abridged, or fo much as queftioned and examined in Parlian1ent. Even 
tho' monopolies and exclufive companies had already reached an enormous height, 
and were every day encreafing, to the defiruCl:ion of all liberty, and extinction of 
all indt1ftry ; it was criminal in a member to propofe, in the n1oft dutiful and 
regular manner, a parliamentary application againft any of them. 

THESE maxims of government were not kept fecret by Elizabeth, or fmoothed 
over by any fair appearances or plaufible pretences. They were openly avowed 
in her fpeeches and melfages to Parliament; and were accompanied with all the 
haughtinefs, nay fometimes bitternefs of expreffion, which the meaneft fervant 
could look for from his offended mafier. Yet notwithfianding this conduCt, 
Ehzabeth continued the moft popular fovereign that ever fwayed the fcepter of 
England; becaufe the maxims of her reign were conformable to the principles 
of the times, and to the opinion which was generally entertained with regard to 
the conftitution. The continued encroachments of popular a:ffemblies on Eliza .. 
beth's fucceffors have fo changed our ideas of thefe matters, that the paffages 
above mentioned appear to us extremely curious, and even at firft furprizing; 
but they were fo little remarked, during the time, that neither Camden, tho' a 
contemporary writer, nor any other hifiorian, has taken any notice of them. So 
abfolute was the authority of the crown, that the precious fpark of liberty had 
been kindled, and was preferved, by the puritans alone ; and it was to this feet, 
whofe principles appear fo frivolous and habits fo ridiculous, that the Englifh 
owe the whole freedom of their confl:itution. Actuated by that zeal which be
longs to innovators, and by the courage which enthufiafm infpires, they hazarded 
the utmoft indignation of their fovereign ; and employing all their indufiry to 
be elected into Parliament; a matter not difficult, while a feat was rather regarded 

as 
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as a burthen than an advantaga * ; they fir ft acquired a majo rity in that affemblyt 

and then obtained an afcendant over the church and monarchy. 

THE following were the princ ip.1 l laws enaCted this feffion of Parliament. It 

was declared treafon, during the life-time of the ~1een, to affirm, that fhe was 

not the lawful fovereign, or that any other poffeffed a better title, or that fhe was 

an heretic, fchifmatic, or infidel, or that the ]a ws and ftatutes caunot limit and de

termine the right of the crown and the fucceifor thereof: To tnaintain in writing 

or printing, that any perfon, except the natural i.f!ue of her body, is or ought to 

be the ~een's heir or fucceffor, fubjeCl:ed the perfon and all his abettors, for 

the firft offence, to imprifonment during a year, and to the forfeiture of h:1lf their 

goods: The fecond offence fubjeB:ed them to the penalty of a premunire t~ 

This law was plainly leveled againft the ~een of Scots and her partizans ; and 

implyed an avowal, that Elizabeth never intended to declare her fucceffor. 

It may· be noted, that the ufual phrafe of lawful ijfue, which the Parliament 

thought indecent towards the ~een, as if fhe could be fuppofed to have any 

other, was changed into that of natural iUuc. But this alteration was the fource 

of great ridicule during the time; and fome perfons fufpeB:ed a deeper defign, 

as if Leicefter intended, in cafe of the ~een's death, to produce fome baftard 

of his own, and affirm that he was her offspring :t: .. 
IT was alfo enaCted, that whofoever by bulls !hall publifh abfolutions or other 

refcripts of the pope, or !hall by means of them reconcile any man to the church 

of Rome, fuch offenders, as well as thofe who were fo reconciled, fhould be 

guilty of treafon. The penalty of a premunire was impofed on every one who 

imported any Agnus .Dei, crucifix, or fuch other implement of fuperilition, con .. 

fecrated by the pope§. The former laws againft taking intereft, which was de

nominated ufury, were enforced by a new fratute +· A fupply of one fubfidy 

and two fifteenths was granted by Parliament. The ~een, as fhe was deter

mined to yield to them none of her power, was very cautious of afking from 

them any fupplies. She endeavoured, either by a rigid frugality to make her 

ordinary revenues fuffice for the neceffities of the crown, or !he employed her 

prerogative and acquired money by the granting of patents, monopolies, or by 

{ome fuch ruinous expedient. 

THo' Elizabeth poifeffed fuch uncontrouled authority over her parliaments, 

nnd fuch extenfive influence over her people; tho' during a courfe of thirteen 
years, 

• It appeared this felft<>n, that a bribe of four pounds had been given to a mayor for a feat in Par

l iament. D 'Ewes, p. 181. It is probable, that the member had no other view but the privilege o! 

being free from arrefis. 
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years, fhe ha:. been ~bie to maintain the public tranquillity, which was only in

terrupted by the ha(1:y and ill co ; certed infurrection of the north ; fhe was frill 

l·ept in great anxiety, and felt her throne perpetually totter under her. The 

violent commotions, excited in France and the Low Countries, as well as in Scot-

land, feemed in one view to fecure her againfl any difi:urbance ; but they ferved, 

on more reflection, to inftrucr her in the danger of her fituation, when !he rfr. 

marked, that England, no Iefs than thefe neighbouring countri\.s, contained the 

feeds of inteftine difcord, the differences of religious opinion, and the furious 

1ntolerance and animofity of the oppofite feClaries. 

Chap. rrr. 

1'H E league, formed at Bayonne in I s66 for the extermination of the prate· Civil wars 

Hants, had not been concluded fo fecrctly but intelligence of it had reached Conde, France. 

Coligni, and the other leaders of the hugonots ; and finding, that the meafures 

- of the court agreed with their fufpicions, they were determined to prevent the cruel 

perfidy of their enemies, and to ftrike a blow before the catholics were aware of 

the danger. The hugonots, thos difperfed over the whole kingdom, formed a 

kind of empire within itfelf; and being clofely united, as well by their religious 

zeal, as by the dangers, to which they were perpetually expofed, they obeyed 

with entire fubmiffion the orders of their leaders, and were ready on every 

alarm to fly to arms. The King and ~een-mother were living in great fecurity 

at Monceaux in Erie ; when they found themfelves furrounded by proteftant 

troops, which had fecretly marched thither from all quarters; and had not a body 

of Swifs come haftily to their relief, and conducted them with great intrepidity 

to Paris, they muft have fallen, without refifrance, into the hands of the infur

gents. A battle was afterwards fought in the plains of St. Dennis, where, tho' 

thL old conftable Montmorency, the general of the catholics, was killed combating 

bravely at the head of his troops, the hugonots were finally defeated. Conde 

collecting his broken troops, and receiving a ftrong reinforcement from the Ger

tnan proteftants, appeared again in the field; and laying fiege to Chartres, a place of 

great importance, obliged the court to agree to a new accommodation. Such was 

the mut :al animofity of thefe religionifts, that, even had the leaders on both fides 

been ever fo fincere in their intentions for peace, and repofed ever fo great con

fidence in each other, it would have been difficult to have retained the people 

in tranquillity; much rnore, where fuch extreme jealoufy prevailed, and where 

the court employed every pacification as a fnare for their enemies. A plan was 

laid for feizing the perfon of the prince and admiral ; who narrowly efcaped to 

Rochelle, and fummoned their partizans to their affiftance *. The civil wars 

3 Y we~ 
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Cl1ap. nr. were renewed with greater fury than ever, and the parties became frill more ex-
5 i r. afperated againft each other. The young duke of Anjou, brother to the King~ 

commanded the forces of the catholics ; and fought in I 569 a great battle at 
J arnac with the hugonots, where the prince of Con de was killed, and his army 
defeated. This difcomfit 1re, with the lofs of fo great a leader, reduced not the , 
hugonots to defpair. The admiral ftill fupported the caufe; and having placed 

at the head of the proteibnt~, the prince of Navarre, then Gxteen years of age, 

and the young prince of Conde, he encouraged the party rather to perifh bravely 

in the field, than ignominiouily by the hands of the executioner. He colleCted fuch 
numbers, fo determined to endure every extremity, that he was enabled to make 
head againft the duke of Anjou ; and being ftrengthened by a new reinforcement 
of Germans, he obliged that prince to retreat and to divide his forces. Coligni 

then laid Gege to Poitiers ; and as the eyes of all France were turned on this en· 

terprize, the duke of Guife, emulous of· the renown, which his father had ac
quired by the defence of Metz, threw hitnfelf into the place, and fo animated· 

the garrifon by his valour and conduCt, that the admiral was obliged to raife the 
fiege. Such was the commencement of that unrivaled fame and grandeur, after· 

wards attained by this duke of Guife. The attachment, which all the catholics 

had borne to his father, was in1mediately transferred to the fen; and men pleafed 
themfelves in comparing all the great and heroic qualities, which feemed, in a 

manner; hereditary in that family. Equal in affability, in munificence, in ad

drefs, in eloquen£e, and in every quality, which engages the affections of men; 
equal alfo in valour, in conduCt, in enterprize, in capacity ; there feemed only 

this difference between them, that the fon, educated in more turbulent times, 

and finding a greater diffolution of all law and order, exceeded the father in 
ambition and temerity, and was engaged in enterprizes frill more deftructive to 
the authority of his fovereign and to the repofe of his native country. 

ELIZABETH, who kept her attention fixed on the civil commotions of France, 

was no wife pleafed with this new rife of her enemies, the Guifes; and being 

anxious for the fate of the proteftants, whofe interefts were conneCted with her 

own*, fl1e was engaged, notwithftanding her averfion againft all rebellion, and 

all oppofition to the will of the iovereign, to give thetn fecret1y feme affiftance. 

Befides employing her authority with the German princes, 1he fent money to the 
~een of Navarre, and received fome jewels as pledges for the loan. And 

fhe permitted Henry Champcrnon to levy, and tranfport over into France, a re
giment of an hundred gentlemen voluntiers ; among whom Waiter Raleigh, then 

a young man, began to difl:ingui!h himfelf in that great fchool of military va-
- lour. 

~ Haynes, p. 4·7 t, 
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lour t. The admiral, conftrained by the impatience of his troops, and by the Chap . IlL 

difficulty of fubfifting them, fought with the duke of Anjou, the battle of M on- 1
57

1 
• 

contour in PoiB:ou, where he was wounded and defeated. The court of France, 
notwithftanding their frequent experience of the o~ftinacy of the hugonots, and 
the vigour of Coligni, vainly flattered themfelves that the force of the rebels 
was at laft finally annihilated ; and they negleB:ed farther preparations againft a 

foe, who, they thought, could never more become dangerous. They were fur-
prized to hear, that that leader had appeared in another quarter of the kingdom ; 
had encouraged the young princes, whom he governed, to equal confrancy ; had 
affembled an army; had taken the field ; and was even ftrong enou')"h to threaten 
Paris. The public finances, diminifhed by the continued diforders of the king-
dom, and wafted by fo many fruitlefs military enterprizes, could no longer bear 
the charge of a new armament ; and the King, notwithftanding his extreme ani-
mofity againft the hugonots, was obliged, in 1570, to conclude an accommodation 
with them, to grant then1 a pardon for all paft offences, and to renew t ,e edicts . 

for liberty of confcience. 
THo' a pacification was feemingly concluded, the mind of Charles was no way 

reconciled to his rebellious fubjeB:s ; and this accommodation, lil'"e all the forego
ing, was nothing but a fnare, by which the perfidious court had projected to 
deftroy at once, without danger, all its formidable enemies. As the two young 
princes, the admiral, and all the leaders of the hugonots, inftruCl:ed by paft ex
perience, difcovered an extreme diftruft of the King's intentions, and kept then1· 
felves in fecurity, at a diftance, all poffible artifices were employed to remove 
their apprehenfions, and convince them of the fincerity of the new councils, 
which feemed to be embraced. The terms of the peace were exaB:ly obferved to. 

~ them; the toleration was regularly maintained ; all attempts, made by the zealous 
catholics to infringe it, were punifhed with feverity ; offices, and favours, and 
honours were beftowed on the principal nobility among the proteftants ; and 
the King and council every where declared, that, tired of civil diforders, and 
convinced of the impoffibility of forcing men's confcience, they were thenceforth 
determined to allow every one the free exercife of his religion. 

AMONG the other artifices, employed to lull the proteftants into a fatal fecurity, 
Charles affected to enter into clofe connexions with Elizabeth ; and as it feemed 
not the intereft of France to forward the union of the two kingdoms of Great 
Britain, that princefs the more eafily flattered herfelf, that the French monarch 
would prefer her friendlhip to that of the Qlleen of Scots. The better to deceive 
her, propofals of marriage were made her with the duke of Anjou; a prince 
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Chap. Ill. whofe youth, beauty, and reputation for valour might naturally be fuppofed to 
1:57 1 • Tecommend him to a woman, who had appeared not altogether indifferent to thefe 

endowments. The ~een immediately founded on this offer the projeCt of deceiv
ing the court of France ; and being intent on the artifice of that fcheme, ihe laid 
herfelf the more open to be dece!ved. Negotiations were entered into with regard 
to the marriage ; terms of the contraCt were propofed ; difficulties ftarted and re
n1oved; and the two courts,. equa\ly infincere, tho' not equally criminal, ft:emed 

to approach every day nearer each other in their demands and con'Ceffions. The 
great obfl:acle fee:med to lie in adjufl:ing the d.fferences of religion; becaufe 
Elizabeth, who recommended toleration to Charles, was determined not to grant 
it in her own dominions, not even to her hufband; and the duke of Anjou 
feen1ed unwilling to fubmit, for the f,ike of interefl:, to the difhonour of an 

.apoftacy *. 
THE artificial politics of Elizabeth n{:ver triumpbed fo much in any contivances 

as in thofe which were conjoined with her coquetry; and as her character io 

this particular was generally known, the court of France thought that they might, 
without danger of forming any final conclufion, venture the farther in their con· 
ceffions and offers to her. The QEeen alfo had other motives for diffimulation. 
Befides the advantage of difcouraging Mary's partizans by the profpeCt of an al
liance between France and England, her fi.tuation with Philip demanded her ut
moft vigilance a»d attention ; and the prefent revolutions in the Low Countries 
made her glad of fortifying herfelf even with the appearance of a r.tew con-

federacy. 
~~ffairs oftbe. THE theological controverGes, which had long agitated Europe, had, from 
Low Coun- the beginning, penetrated into the Low Countries ; and as thefe provinces main
ttr.ies.. tained a very extenfive commerce, they had early received from every king-

dom, with which they correfponded, a tinCture of religious innovation. An 
opinion at that time prevailed, which had been zealouUy propagated by the 
priefis, and implicitly received by fovereigns, that herefy was clofely conneCted 
with rebellion, and that every great or violent alteration in the church involved a 
like revolution in the fiate and civil government. The forward zeal of the 
reformers would feldo.m allow them to wait the confent of the mao-iftrate to b 

their innovations ; they became lefs dutiful when they wer~ oppofed and per-
fecuted; and tho~ their pretended fpirit of reafoning and enquiry was in reality 
n-othing but a new fpecies of implicit faith, the prince took the alar "1 ; as if no 
inflitutions could be fecure from the temer:ity of their refearches. The emperor 

3 Charies, 

Cr.mden1 p . 4-33• Davila~ lib. 5· Digges's Compleat Amb..'Ufador, p. 84, lOt, 1 n. 
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Charles, who propofed to augment his authority under the pretence of defending 

the catholic faith, eafily adopted thefe political principles ; and notwithftanding 

the limited prerogative, which he poffeffed in the Netherlands, he publilhed the 

m oft arbitrary, fevere, and tyrannical ediB:s againft the proteftants, and he took 

care that the execution of them 1hould be no lefs violent and fanguinary. He 

was neither cruel nor bigotted in his natural difpofition ; yet an hiftorian, cele

brated for tnoderation and caution, has computed, that, in the feveral perfecu

tions, promoted by that monarch, no lefs than an hundred t·houfand perfons 

perifhed by the hands of the executioner *. But thefe fevere remedies, fo 

far from anfwering the purpofe intended, had rather ferved to augment the 

numbers as well as zeal of the reformers; and the magiftrates of the feveral 

towns, feeing no end of thofe barbarous executions, felt their humanity rebel 

againft their principles, and declined any farther perfecution of the new doc

trines. 

WHEN Philip fucceeded to his father's dominions, the Flemings were juftly 

alarmed with new apprehenfions; left their prince, obferving the lenity of the 

magifuates, fhould take the execution of the edicts from fuch remifs hands, and 

.eftabliih the inquifition in the Low Countries, accompanied with all the ini

quities and ba.rba-rities which attended it in Spain. The fevere and unrelenting 

charaB:er of the man, his profeffed attachment to Spanifh manners, the inflexible 

bigotry of his principles; all thefe circumftances encreafed their terror : And 

when he left the Nether-lands, with a known intention never to return, the dif

guft of the inh"'bitants was extremely augmented, and their dread of thofe tyran

nical orders, which their fovereign, furrounded with Spanilh minifrers, would 

i.ffue from his eabinet of Madrid. He left the dutchefs of Parma governefs of 

the Low Countries.; and the natural good fenfe and good .temper of that princefs, 

had fhe been entrufted with the fole power, would have preferved the fubmiffion 

·Of thofe opulent provinces, which were loft from that refinement of treacherous 

and barbaro\:ls politics, on which Philip fo highly valued himfelf. The Flemings 

found, that the name alone of regent remained with the dutchefs ; that cardinal 

£ranville poffeffc-d entirely the King's confidence; that attempts were every day 

n1ade on their .Jiberties; that a refo1ution was taken never n1ore to affemble the 

fiates; that new bilh.oprics were arbitrarily ereB:ed, in order to enforce the exe

cution of the perfecuting edicts; and that on the whole, they muft make ac

count of being reduced to the condition of a province under the Spanif11 mo-

11archy. The difcontents of the nobility gave countenance to the c01nplaints of the 
gentry, 

• Grotii Annal. lib. 1. Father Paul, another great authority, computes, in a pa!f;tg above cited, 

t1utt so,ooo perfons were put to death in the IA>w Countries alone. 

Chap. III. 
1571• 
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.gentry, which encouraged the mutiny . of the populace; and all orders of men 
·fl owed a frrong difpoiition to revolt. Affociations were formed, tumultuary 

petitions p~elented, natnes of difl:inEtion affumed, badges of party difplayed; 
and the current of the people, irritated by fee~le refifl:ance, and impelled by re
ligious zeal, rofe to fuch a height, that in feveral towns, particularly in Antwerp, 

they made an open invafion on the efiabliihed wodhip, pillaged the churches 

and monafteries, broke the images, and committed the moft unwarrantable dif-

orders. 
THE wifer part of the nobility, particularly the prince of Orange, and the 

counts Egmont and Horn, were alarmed with thefe exceffes, to which their dif
contents had at firft given countenance ; and feconding the wifdom of the go· 

vernef", they fuppreffed thofe dangerous infurrections, puniihed the ringleaders, 
and reduced all the provinces to a ftate of order and fubmiffion. But Philip 
was not contented with the re-eftablifhment of his antient authority: He con
fidered, that provinces, fo remote from the feat of government, could not be 
ruled by a limited prerogative; and that a prince, who muft entreat rather than 

command,. \Vould neceffarily, when he refided not among the people, feel every 
day a diminution of his power and influence. rHe was determined, therefore, 

to lay hold of the late popular mutinies as a pretence for abolifhing entirely the 

privileges of the Low Country provinces ; and for ruling them thehceforth with 

a military and arbitrary authority. In the execution of this violent defign, he 

employed a man, who was a proper inftrument in the hands of fuch a tyrant. 
Ferdinand of Toledo, duke of 1\lva, had been educated entirely atnidft arms ; 

and having attained a confummate knowlege in the n1ilitary art, his habits led 

him to transfer into all government the fevere difcipline of a camp, and to con

ceive no meafures between prince and fubjeCl: but thofe of rigid command and 
implicit obedience. This genera], in I s68, conduCted from Italy to the Low 
Countries a powerful body of veteran Spaniards; and his avowed anin1ofity to 
the Flemings, with his known charaCter, fl:ruck that whole people with terror 
and confternation. It belongs not to cur fubjeCl: to relate at length thofe vi

olences, which Alva's natural barbarity, fteeled by reflection, and aggravated by 

infolence, exercifed on thofe flourifhing provinces. It fuffices to fay, that all 

their privileges, the gift of fo many princes and the inheritance of fo many ages, 
were openly and expr fsly abolifhed by edict; arbitrary and fanguinary tribunals 

ereCted ; the counts Egmont and Horn, notwithftanding their great merits and 
paft fervices, brought to the fcaffold ; multitudes of all ranks thrown into prifon; 

.and thence delivered over to the executioner : And notwithilanding the peaceable 
4 fubmiffion 
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fu tl}iffion of all men, nothing was heard of but confifcation, imprifonment, Chap. III. 
exile, torture, and death. 157 1

• 

ELIZABETH was equally difpleafed to fee the progrefs of that fcheme, laid for 
the extermination of the proteftants, and to obferve the erection of fo great a 
n1ilitary power, in a fbte fituated fo near her. She gave protection to a1l the Fle
Inifh exiles who took fhelter in her dominions ; and as many of thefe were the 
moft induftrious inhabitants of the Tetherlands, and had rendered that country 
fo celebrated for its arts, fhe reaped the advantage of introducing into England 
fome ufeful manufactures, which were formerly unknown in that kingdom. 
Forefeeing that the·vioJent government of Alva could not long fubfirl:: without 
exciting fome commotion, fhe ventured to commit an infult upon him, which 
Jhe would have been cautious not to hazard againft a more efrablifhed atlthority. 
Some Genoefe merchants had engaged by contract with Philip, to tranfport into 
Flanders the fum of four hundred thoufand crowns; and the ve!fels in which this 
money was embarked, had been attacked in the Channel by fome privateers equip
ed by the French Hugonots, and had taken fhelter in Plymouth and Southamp
ton. The commanders of the fhips pretended, that the money belonged to the 
King of Spain ; but the C2Eeen finding, upon enquiry, that it was the property 
of Genoefe merchants, took poffeffion of it as a loan; and by that means de
prived the duke of Alva of this refource in the time of his greateft neceffity. 
Alva, in revenge, feized all the Englifh merchants in the Low Countries, threw 
them into prifon, and confifcated their effects. The Queen retaliated by a like 
violence on the Flemifh and Spanifh merchants; and gave all the Englifh liberty 
to make reprizals on the fubjects of Philip. 1"'hefe differences were afterwards 
accommodated by treaty, and mutual reparations were made to the merchants: 
But nothing could repair the lofs which fo well-timed a blow inflicted on the Spa
nifh government in the Low Countries. Alva, in want of money, and dreading 
the immediate mutiny of his troops, to whom large arrears were due, impofed 
by his arbitrary will the mofr ruinous taxes on the people. l-Ie not only required 
the hundredth penny, and the twentieth of all immoveable goods: l-Ie alfo de
manded the tenth of all moveable goods on every fale; an abfurd tyranny, which 
would not only have deftroyed all arts and commerce, but even have re:lhained 
the common intercourfe of life. The people refufed compliance: The duke had 
recourfe to his ufual expedient of hanging : And thus matters came frill nearer 
the laft extremity between the Flemings and the Spaniards :f:. 

ALL the enemies of Elizabeth, in order to rever,0 e themfelves for her infolt , 
had naturally recourfe to one expedient, the fupporting the caufe and pretenfion 

o.c. 
l Bentivoglio, part I~ lib. V. Camden, p • .~p6 
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Ch p. IlL of the ~1een of Scots; and Alva, whole meafures were ever violent, foon open.,. 

1 57.. ed a fecret intercourfe with that princefs. There was one Rodolphi, a Floren-
New confpi- tine merchant, who had refided about fifteen years at London, and who, at the 
racy of the n.. d 1 . . E l d 1 d d ll h . 
du ~ of ... ~ or· fame tim.:: that he condUl.-Le 11s commerce m ~ng an , 1a manage a t e In-
olk. trigues of the court of Rome with the catholic nobility and gentry 11· He had 

been thrown into prifon at the time when the duke of Norfolk's intrigues with 
:LY1ary were difcovered; but either no proof was found againft him, or the part 
which he had aCted was not very criminal ; and he foon after recovered his liber
ty. This man, zealous for promoting the catholic faith, had formed a fcheme, 
in concert with the Spanifh ambaifador, for fubverting the government, by a fo
reign invafion, and a domeftic infurreCtion; and when he communicated his pro
ject., by letter, to Mary, he found, that as !he was now fully convinced of Eli
zabeth's artifices, and defpaired of ever recovering her authority, or even her li
berty, by pacific meafures, fhe very willingly gave her concurrence. The great 
number of difcontented catholics were the chief fource of their hopes on the fide 
of England; and they alfo obferved, that the kingdom was, at that time, full 
of indigent gentry, chiefly younger brothers, who having at prefent, by the late 
decay of the church, and the yet languifhing fl:ate of commerce, no profpeB: of 
a livelihood fuitable to their birth, were ready to throw themfelves into any def· 
perate enterprize:l: • But in order to infpire fpirit and courage into all thefe male
contents, it was requifite, that fome great nobleman fuould put himfelf at their 
head; and no one appeared to Rodolphi, and to the bifhop of Rofs, who en
tered into all thefe intrigues, fo proper, both on account of his power and his po· 

. . 

pularity, as the duke of Nor folk. 
THIS nobleman, when releafed from confinement in the Tower, had given his 

promife, that he would drop all intercourfe with the .~een of Scots*; but find· 
ing that he had loft, and, as he feared, beyond all recovery, the confidence 
and favour of Elizabeth, and being {till, in fome degree, refl:rained from his li
berty, he was tempted, by impatience and defpair, to violate his word, and to 
open anew his correfpondence with the captive princefs t. A promife of mar
riage was renewed between them ; the duke engaged to enter into all her interefts; 
and as his re1norfes gradually decayed in the courfe of thefe tranfaftions, he was 
Fufbed to give his a1fent to enterprizes ftill more criminal. Rodolphi's plan was, 
that the duke of Alva fhould, under fome other pretence, affetnbrc a great quan
tity of ihipping in the Low Countries ; fuould tranfport a body of fix thoufand 
foot, and four thoufand horfe, into England ; fhould land thfn1 at Harwich, 

where 

1\ Lefley, p. 123. State Trials, vol. I. p. 87. 
p. 571. t State Trials, vol. I. p. 102 • 

t Lefley, p . 123. * Haynes, 
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where the duke of Norfolk was to join them with all his friends; 1hould thence Chap. Ill. 

march direetly to London, and oblige the ~een to fubmit to whatever conditions IS7L 

the confpirators lhould pleafe to impofe upon her :J:. Norfolk gave his confent to this 
plan; and three letters, in confequence of it, were wrote in his name by Rodolphi 
to Alva, the pope, and the King of Spain ; but the duke, apprehenfive of the dan 
ger, refufed to fign them 11· He only fent to the Spanifh ambaffador a fervant 
and confident, named Barker, as well to notify his concurrence in the plan, as to 
vouch the authenticity of theie letters; and Rodolphi, having obtained a letter 
of credence from the ambaffador, proceeded on his journey to Bruffels and to 
Rome. The duke of Alva and the pope embraced the fcheme with alacrity : 
Rodolphi informed Norfolk of their intentions+: and every thing feemed to 

concur in forwarding the undertaking. 

NoRFOLK, notwithftanding thefe criminal enterprizes, had never entirely for
got his duty to his fovereign, his country, and his religion; and tho' he had laid 
the plan both for an invafion and an infurreetion, he ftill flattered himfelf, that the 
innocence of his intentions would juftify the violence of his meafures, and that, 
as he aimed at nothing but the liberty of the ~een of Scots, and the obtaining 
Elizabeth's confent to his marriage, he could not juftly reproach himfelf as a 

rebel and a traitor§. It is certain, however, that, confidering the Queen's vi
gour and fpirit, the fcheme, if fuccefsful, muft finally have ended in her dethrone
ment; and her authority was here expofed to the utmoft danger. The confpi· 
racy had hitherto entirely efcaped the vigilance of Elizabeth, and that of fecre
tary Cecil, who now bore the title of lord Burleigh. It was from another attempt 
of Norfolk, that they firft obtained a hint, which, being diligently traced, led 
at I aft to a full difcovery. Mary had intended to fend a fum of money to lord 
1-Ierreis, and her partizans in Scotland ; and Nor folk undertook to have it con
veyed to Bannifter, a fervant of his, at that time in the north, who was to find 
fome expedient to have it delivered to lord Herreis *· He entrufted the money 
to a fervant, who was not in the fecret, and told him that the bag contained a 
k1m of filver, which he was to deliver to Bannifter with a letter: But the fer

vant, conjeCturing from the weight and fize of the bag, that it was full ~f go!d, 
carried the letter to Burleigh; who immediately ordered Bannifter, Barker, and 
Hicford, the duke's fecretary, to be put under arrefr, and to undergoe a fevere 
examination. The fear of torture made them confefs the whole truth; and as 

Hicford, tho~ ordered to burn all papers, had carefully kept them concealed un-
3 Z der 

t Lefley, p. I5)• State Trials, vol. I. p. 86, 87. 11 Lefley, p. 159, 161. Ca~den, 
P·432· + StateTrials, vol.!. P·93· § Lefley, p.158. • Ibid. p. 169. 
State Trials, vol. I. p. 87. Camden, p. 434· Digges, p. 134, 137, r 40. Str-ype, vol. ll. p. 82, 
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Chap. III. der the mats of the duke's chamber, and under the tiles of the 1oufe, full evi.. 

l)7 to dence now appeared againft his m after t. Norfolk himfelf, who was entirely 

ignorant of the difcoveries made by his fervants, was brought before the council, 

and tho' exhorted to attone for his guilt by a full confeffion, he pe1:fifted in deny

ing e ry accufation with which he was charged. The ~een always declared, that 

·f he !J 1d gtven her this proof of his fincere repentance, fhe would have pardoned 

all his for mer offences :J:; but finding hin1 obftinate, fhe committed hin1 to the 

1 "'o\\er, and ordered him to be brought to his trial. The bilhop of Rofs had, 

on fome fufpicion, been committed to cuftody before the difcovery of Norfolk's 

guilt; and every expedient was en1ployed to make him reveal his !hare in the 

confpiracy. He at firft infifl-~d on his privilege as an amba!fador; but he wa~ 

told, that as his miftrefs was no longer a fovereign, he would not be regarded as 

an ambaffador ~ and that even if that character was allowed~ it did not warrant him 

in confpiring againft the fovereign in whofecourt he refided 11· As he ftill refufed 

to anfwer interrogatories, he was informed of the confeffion made by Norfolk's 

fervanu; after which he entertained no longer any fcruple to make a full difco-

1)72· very, and his evidence put the guilt of that nobleman beyond all queftion: A 

.12 January. jury of twenty-five peers unanimoufiy paffed fentence upon him. The trial was 

~ri~ of Nor- quite regular, even according to the ftritl: rules obferved at prefent in thefe mat

ters; except that the witneffes gave not their evidence in court, and were not 

confronted with the criminal: A laudable practice, which was not at that time 

obferved in trials for high treafon. 

THE Q.ueen frill hefitated concerning Norfolk's execution ; whether that fhe 

was really moved by friendfhip and compaffion, towards a peer of that rank and 

merit, or, that affeCting the praife of clemency, fhe only put on the appearance 

of thefe fentiments. Twice fue figned a warrant for his execution, and twice re-

Hi-s execu- voked the fatal fentence • ; and tho' her minifters and counfellors pu!hed her to 

cion. rigour, 1he ftill appeared irrefolute and undetermined. After four months hefi

2 May~ 

:& jane. 

tation, a Parliament was affembled; and the commons addreffed her, in very 

thong terms, for the execution of the duke; a fanCl:ion which~ when added t() 

the greatnefs and ttrtainty of his guilt, would, 1he thought, jufl:ify, in the eyes 

of all the world, her feverity againft that nobleman. Norfolk died with great 

calmnefs and conftancy ; and tho' he cleared himfelf of any difioyal intentions 

againft the Qyeen~s authority, he acknowleged the juftice of the fentence by 

which .he fuffered +· rhat we may relate together affairs of a like nature, we 
fhall 

t Lefley, p. 173 :t: lbid. p. 175: l!lbid. p. 1S9. Spotfwood. 

• Carte, 1'· 527· from Fenelon's difpatches. Digges, p. 166. Strype, vol. II. p. 83. .J. Cam· 

ck.n, p. 440. Strype, vol. ll, A pp. p. z3. • 
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fl1a ll men ion, th· t the earl of Northumberland, being delivered up to the ~een Chap. IJI. 
by the regent of Scotland, was alfo a few months after brought to the fcaffold lp%. 

for his rebellion. 
THE ~een of Scots was either the occafion or the caufe of all thefe diflurbances 

but as fhe was a fovereign princefs, and n1ight reafonably, from the badh treat· 
ment which fhe had met with, think herfelf entitled to ufe any expedient for her 
relief, Elizabeth durft not, as yer, form any refohttion of proceeding to extre
mity againft her. She only fent lord Delawar, Sir Ralph Sadler, Sir Thomas 
Bromley, and Dr. Wilfon, to expoft:ulate with her, and to require fatisfaction 
for all thofe parts of her conduCt, which, from the beginning of her life, had. 
given exception to Elizabeth: Her affuming the arms of England, refufing to 
.ratify the treaty of Edinburgh, her intending to marry Norfolk without the 
QEeen's confent, her concurring in the northern rebellion*, praCl:ifing with Ro
dolphi to engage the King of Spain in an invafion of England t, procuring the 
pope's bull of excommunication, and allowing her friends abroad to give her the 
title of ~een of England. Mary jufi:ified herfelf from the feveral articles of 
this charge, either by denying the faB:s imputed to her, or by cafi:ing the blame 
on others :t. But the ~een was little fatisfied with her apology ; and the Par
liament was fo enraged againft her, that the commons n1ade a direCt application 
or her immediate trial and execution. They employed fome topics derived from 

praB:ice and reafon, and the laws of nations; but the chief firefs was laid on 
paffages and examples from the Old Teftament 11, which, if confidered as a ge
neral rule of conduct, (an intention which it is unreafonable to fuppofe) would 
imply confequences dangerous to all the principles of humanity and morality. 
Matters were here carried to greater extremity than Elizabeth intended ; and being 
fatisfied with ihewing Mary the difpofition of the nation, !he fent to the houfe 
her exprefs commands not to deal any farther at prefent in the affair of the Scot• 
tifh ~teen+· Nothing could be a fironger proof that the puritanical intereft 
preva-iled in the houfe, than the intemperate ufe of authorities derived from fcrip
ture, efpeciaHy from the Old Tefi:ament; and the Qt!een was fo little a lover of 
that fefr, that 1he was not likely to make any conceffion merely in deference to 
their follicitation. She fbewed this feffion her difapprobation of their fchemes in 
another remarkable inftance. There had paired in the lower houfe two bills, for 
regulating ecclefiaftical ceremonies ; but fhe fent then1 a like imperious meffage 

3 Z 2 with 
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Chap. TII. with the foregoing, and by the terror of her prerogative ftopt all fartT1er pro·-

'572• ceedings +· 
BuT tho' Elizabeth would not proceed to fuch extremities againft Mary, as 

were recotnmended to her by the Parliament, fhe was alarmed with the great intereft 

and the reftlefs fpirit of that princefs, ·as well as her clofe connections with Spain; 

and ihe thought it neceffary both to increafe the rigour and ftriB:nefs of her con

finement, and to follow maxims different from what lhe had hitherto purfued in 

Scotch affajrs. her management of Scotland *. That kingdom remained ftill in a ftate of anar

chy. The caftle of Edinburgh, commanded by Kirkaldy of Grange, had de

dared for the ~een ; and the lords of that plrty, encouraged by his countenance, 

had taken poffeffion of the capital, and carried on a vigorous war againft tl1e 

regent. By a fudden and unexpected inroad, they feized that nobleman at Stir

ling; but finding that his friends, fallying from the caftle, were likely to relieve 

him, they inftantly put hin1 to death. The earl of Marre was chofen regent 

in his place ; and found the fame difficulties to encounter in the government of 

that divided country. He was therefore glad to accept of the mediation of the 

French and Englilh ambafladorsJ and to conclude on equal terms a truce with the 

Qyeen's party t. He was a man of a free and generous fpirit, and fcorned t0 

fubmit to any dependance on England; and for this reafon Elizabeth, who had 

formed clofe conneCtions with France, yielded with lefs reluctance to the follicica .. 

tions of that court, ftill maintained the appearance of neutrality between the par

ties, and allowed matters to remain on a ballance in Scotland :f:. But affairs foon 

after took a new turn, Marre died of melancholy, with which the diftracted frate 

of the country affected him : Morton was chofen regent; and a this noblemaa 

had fecretly taken all his meafures with Elizabeth, who no longer relied on the 

friendfhip of the French court, fhe refolved to exert herfelf more effectually for 

the fupport of that party, whom fhe had always favoured. She fent Sir Henry 

Killigrew ambaffador into Scotland, who found Mary's partizans w difcourageirl. 

by the· difcovery and punifhment of Norfolk's confpiracy, that they were glad 

to fubmit to the King's authority, and accept of an indemnity for all paft of

fences lt· The duke of Chateirault, and the earl of Huntley, with the moft coru

fiderable of Mary's friends, laid down their arms on thefe conditions. The gar

rifon alone of the caftle of Edinburgh continued refractory. Kirkaldy's fortunes 

were defperate ; and he flattered himfelf with affiflance from the Kin as of France 
0 

and Spain, who encouraged his obfrinacy, in hopes of being able, from that 

quarter, to give difl:urbance to. England. Elizabeth was alarmed with the dan-

ger; 

+ D' Ewes, p. 213, 2.38. • Digges, p. I)Z. 

p. 15.6, 165, J6g. U Spotfwood, p. z6S. 
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ger ; fhe no more apprehended the coming to extremity with the ~een of Scots, Chap. Ill. 

who, !he found, could not any longer be am u fed by her artifices; ihe had an 1 
57z . 

entire reliance on Morton; and fhe faw, that, by the fubmiffion of all the confi-
derable nobility, the pacification of Scotland would be an eafy, as well as a 
moft important undertaking. She, therefore, ordered Sir William Drury, 
governor of Berwic, to march with fome troops and artillery to Edinburgh, 
and to befiege the caftle *. The garrifon fubmitted at difcretion ; Kirkaldy was 
delivered to his countrymen, by whom he was tried and executed: Secretary 
Lidington, who had taken part with him, died foon after a voluntary death, as 
is fuppofed ; and Scotland, fubmitting entirely to the regent, gave not, during 
a long time, any farther inquietude to Elizabeth. 

THE events which happened in France, were not fo agreeable to the ~1een's French afFair~. 
interefts and inclinations. The fallacious pacifications which had been fo often made 
with the Hugonots, gave them good reafon to fufpeCt the prefent intentions of the 
court; and after all the other leaders of that party were deceived into a dangerous 
credulity, the fagacious admiral ftill remained doubtful and uncertain. But his 
fufpicions were at laft overcome, partly by the profound diffimulation of Charles, 
partly by his own earneft defire to end the miferies of France, and return again 
tO the performance of his duty towards his prince and country. I-1:e confidered 
befides, that as the former violent conduCt of the court had ever met with fuch 
fatal fuccefs, it was not unlikely, that a prince, who had newly come to years of 
difcretion, and was not rivetted in any dangerous animofities or prejudices, would 
be induced to govern himfelf by more moderate maxims. And as Charles wa~ 
young, was of a paffionate hafty temper, and addicted to pleafure t, fuch deep 
perfidy feemed either remote from his character, or difficult, and almoft impof-
fible to be fo uniformly fupported by him. Moved by thefe confiderations, the 
admiral, the QEeen of Navarre, and all the Hugonots begafil to repofe them· 
felves in full fecurity, and gave credit to the treacherous careffes and profeffions of 
the French court. Elizabeth herfelf~ notwithftanding her great experience and 
penetration, entertained not the leaft miftruft of Charles's fincerity ; and being 
Fleafed to find her enemies of the houfe of Guife removed from all authority, 
and to obferve an animofity every day growing between the French and Spani!h 
monarchs, fhe concluded a defenfive league with the former t, and regarded this 11th ApriL 

alliance as an invincible barrier to her throne. W aHingham, her ambaffJdor, fent 
her over, by every courier, the moft fatisfying accounts of the honour, and 
plain-dealing, and fidelity of that perfidious prince. 

• Camden, p. 449• t Digges, p. 8, 39• + Camden, p. 443• 
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THE better to blind the eyes of the jealous Hugonots, and draw their leac ers 

into the fnare prepared for them, Charles offered his fifter, Margaret, in mar

riage to the prince of Navarre; and the admiral, with all the coniiderable nobi

lity of that party, had come to Paris, in order to affift at the celebrat'on of thef.e 

n 1ptials, which, it was hoped, would fin~lly, if not cotnpofe the differences, at 

Jeaft appeafe the bloody animofity of the two religions. The ~een of N avarre 

was poifoned by orders from the court; the admiral was dangeroufiy wounded by 

an aifafiin: Yet Charles, by redoubling his difiimulation, was ftill able to retain 

the Hugonots in their fecurity: Till on the evening of St. Bartholomew, the day 

of the marriage, the fignal was given for a general maffacre of thefe religionifts, 

and the IGng himfelf in perfon led the way to thefe affaffinations. The hatred 

long entertained by the Parifians againft the proteftants, n1ade them fc:cond, with

out any preparation, the fury of the court; and all conditions, ages and fexes 

fufpeeted of any propenfity to that religion, were involved in an undiftinguifhed 

ruin. The admiral, his fon-in-la:w Teligni, Soubize, Rochefoucaut, Pardail

lon, Piles, Lavardin ; men, who, during the late wars, had dHl:ingui!hed them

felves by the m oft heroic aCtions, were mife1 ably butchered without refiftance; 

he ftreets of Paris flowed with blood ; and the populace, more enraged than fa

tiated with their cruelty, as if repining that death had fa ved the victims from far

ther infult-, exercifed on their dead bodies all the rage of the moft licentious bru

tality. About five hundred gentlemen and n1en of rank peri!hed in this maff'a

cre ; and near ten thoufand of inferior condition*. Orders were fuddenly dif_ 

patched to all the provinces for a like general execution of the proteftants ; and 

in Roiien, Lyons, and many other cities, the people emulated the fury of the ca

pital. Even the murder of the King of Navarre, and the prince of Conde, had 

been propofed by the duke of Guife ; but Charles, foftened by the amiable man

ners of the King of N avarre, and hoping that thefe young princes might eafily 

be converted to the catholic faith, was determined to fpare their lives, tho' he ob

lige_d them to purchafe their fafety by a feeming change of their religion. 

CHARLEs, in order to cover this barbarous perfidy, pretended, that a confpL 

racy of the Hugonots to feize his perfon had been fuddenly difcovered; and that 

he had been neceffitated, for his own defence, to proceed to this feverity againft 

them. He fent orders to Fenelon, his ambalfador in England, to aik an audi

ence, and to give Elizabeth this acco\.lnt of the late tranfaCtion. That mini

fter, who was a man of probity, abhorred the treachery and cruelty of his court, 

and even fcrupled not to declare, that he was now athamed to bear the name of 

a Frenchman t ; yet was he obliged to obey his orders, and make ufe of the apo-
logy, 

• 11avila, lib. V. t Digge9, p. Zf 7. 
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]ogy, which had been prefcribed to him~ He met with that reception frorn all Ch~p nr. 
the courtier,, wh;ch, he knew, the conduct: of his mafter had fo well n1eritecL t57z. 

Nothing could be more awful and affecting than the folemnity of his audience. 
A melancholy forrow fat on every face: · Silence, as in the dead of night, reigned 
thro' all tlie chambers of the royal apartment : The courtiers and ladies, clad in. 
deep mourning, were ranged on each fide, and allowed him to pafs, without 
affording him one falute or favourable look; till he was admitted to the Qyeen 
herfelf*. That princefs received him with a more eafy, if not a more gracious 
countenance; and htard his apology, without difcovering any vifible fymptoms 
of indignation. She told him, that, tho', on the firft rumour of this dreadflll 
intelligence, fhe had been aftonifhed, that fo many brave men and loyal f~bjeCl:s, 
who refted fecure on the faith of their fovereign, 1hould have been fuddenly 
butchered in fo barbarous a n1anner ; fhe had hitherto fufpended her judgment~ 
till farther and more certain information fhould be brought her: That the account, 
which he had given, even if founded on no miftake or bad information ; tho' it 
might alleviate, would by no means remove the blame of the King's counfellors, 
or juftify the ftrange irregularity of their proceedings : That the fame force, 
which without refiftance had ma!facred fo many defencelefs men, could eafily 
have fecured their perfons, and have referved them for a trial, and for punifhment 
by a formal fentence, which would havediftinguiihed the innocent from the guilty: 
That the admiral in particular, being dangeroully wounded, and environed by 
the guards of the Kino- on whofe protection he feemed entirely to rely, had no 
means of efcape, a1Jcl might :ifurely, before his death, have been convicted of 
the crimes imputed to him: That it was more worthy ~f a fovereign to re
ferve in his own hands the fword of juftice, than to commit it to bloody mur
derers, who, being the declared and mortal enemies of the perfons accufed, em
ployed it without mercy and without diftintlion: That if thefe fentiments were 
juft, even fuppoiing the confpiracy of the proteftants to be real; how much more, 
if that crime was nothing but a calun1ny of their enemies, invented for their 
ruin and deflruCtion? That if upon enquiry the innocence of thefe unhappy 
victims !hould afterwards appear, it was the King's duty to turn his vengeance on 
their enemies and calumniators, who had thus cruelly abufed his confidence, had 
murdered fo tnany of his brave fubjects, and bad done what in them lay to cove 
him with infamy and difhonour: And that for her part, fue 1hould f4>rnl her 
judgment of his intentiDns by his fubfequent condu.ct; and in the mean time 

fuowld 

• .Carte, v.ol. Ill. p. szz. from Fenelon's Difpatches. 
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!hould aB: as defired by the ambaffador, and rather pity than blame his n1after 

for the extremities, to which he had been carried+· 
ELIZABETH was fully fenfible of the dangerous fituation in which fue now 

ftood. In the maffacre of Paris, fue faw the refult of that generai confpiracy, 
which had been formed, for the extermination of the proteftants ; and {he knew, 

that :fhe herfelf, as the head and proteCtor of that religion, was expofed to the 
utmoft fury and refentment of the catholics. The violences and cruelties of the 
Spaniards in the Low Countries were another branch of the fame confpiracy; 

and as Charles and Phllip, two princes nearly allied in perfidy and barbarity, as 

well as in bigotry, had now laid afide their pretended quarrel, and had avowed 

the moft entire friend £hip*, !he had reafon, fo foon as they had appeafed their 

domeftic commotions, to dread the effeCts of their united councils. T~e duke 
of Guife alfo and his family, whom Charles, in order to deceive the admiral, 
had hitherto kept at a diftance, had now acquired an open and tntire afcendant 
in the court of France; and !he was fenfible, that thefe princes, from perfonal 
as well as political reafons, were her declared and implacable enemies. The 
Qlleen of Scots, their near relation and clofe confederate, was the pretender to 

her throne ; and tho' detained in cuftody, was actuated by a reftlefs fpirit, and 

be fides her· foreign allies, poffeffed very numerous and zealous partizans in the 

heart of the kingdom. For thefe reafons, Elizabeth thought it more prudent 

not to break all tenns with the French monarch ; but ftill to liflen to the pro· 
feffions of friendlhip, which he made her. She allowed even the negotiati

ons to be renewed for her marriage with the duke of Alan~on, Charles's third 
brother t : Thofe with the duke of Anjou had already been broke off. She fent 
the earl of W orcefter to afiift in her name at the baptifm of a young princefs, 
born to Charles ; but before !he agreed to give this laft mark of condefcenfion, 
:fhe thought it becoming her dignity, to renew her expreffions of blame and even 

of de.tefiation againft the cruelties exercifed on his proteftant fubjetts :f:. Mean
while, ihe prepared herfelf for that attack, which feemed to threaten her from 
the combined power and violence of the Romanifts : She fortified Portfmouth, 
put her fleet in order, exercifed her militia, cultivated popularity with her fub
jeCl:s, afted with vigour for the farther reduCtion of Scotland under obedience to 
the young King, and renewed her alliance with the German princes, who were 
no lefs alarmed than herfelf at thefe treacherous and fanguinary meafures, fo uni .. 

verfall y em braced by the catholics. 
BuT 

+ Digges, p. 2.4-7, 248. ' • Ibid. p. 26~, z8 z. 
l Digges, p. 2.97, 298. Camden, p. 447· 
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BuT tho' Elizabeth cautioufly avoided the coming to extremities with Charles, 'Chap. HI. 
the greateft fecurity, which fhe poifeffed againft his violence, was derived from 1

5 7 z. 
the difficulties, which the obftinate refiftance of the hugonots frill created to him. french affairs. 

Such of that feet as lived near the frontiers, immediately, on the firft news of 
the maifacres, fled into England, Germany or Switzerland, where they excited 
the con1paffion and indignation of the proteftants, and prepared themfelves, with 
encreafed forces and redoubled zeal, to return into France, and revenge the 
treacherous £laughter of their brethren. Thofe who lived in the middle of the 
kingdom, took ihelter in the neareft garrifons occupied by the hugonots; and find-
ing, that they could repofe no faith in capitulations, and expect no clemency, 
were determined to defend themfelves to the laft extremity. The feet, which 
Charles had thought at one blow to exterminate, had now an army of eighteen 
thoufand men on foot, and poffeffed in different parts of the kingdom above an 
hundred cities, caftles, or fortreifes * ; nor could that prince deem himfelf fe ... 
cure from the invafion threatened him by all the other proteftants of Europe. 
The nobility and gentry of England were rouzed to fuch a pitch of refentment, 
that they offered to levy an army of twenty-two thoufand foot and four thoufand 
horfe, to tranfport them into France, and to maintain them fix months at their own 
charge : But Elizabeth, who was cautious in her meafures, and who feared to 
inflame the quarrel between the two religions by thefe dangerous cro~fades, refufed 
her confent, and moderated the zeal of her fubject:s t. The German princes, 
lefs political, or more fecure from the refentment of France, forwarded the levies 
made by the proteftants ; and the prince of Conde, having efcaped from court, 
put himfelf at the head of thefe troops, and prepared to enter the kingdom. 
The duke of Alen~on, the King of N avarre, the family of Montmorenci, and 
many confiderable men even ·among the catholics, difpleafed, either on a private or 
public account, with the meafures of the court, favoured the progrefs of the 
hugonots ; and every thing relapfed into confufion. The King, in!lead of re·· 
penting his violent councils, which had brought matters to fuch extremity, called 
aloud for new feverities :1:; nor could even the mortal diftemper, under which 

I i 3• 

he laboured., moderate the rage and animofity, by which he was actuated. He 3oth May. 
died without male iffue, at the age of twenty-five years; a prince, whofe cha-
racter, containing that unufual mixture of diffimulation and ferocity, of quick 
refentment and unrelenting vengeance, executed the greateft mifchiefs, and 
threatened ilill worfe, both to his native country and to all Europe. Henry, 
duke of Anjou, who had, fome time before, been eleCted King of Poland, no 

4 A fooner 
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fooner heard of his brother's death, than he haftened to take poff'effion of the 

crown of France; and found the kingdom, not only .involved in the greateft 

prefent diforders, but expofed to infirmities, for which it was extremely difficult 

to provide any fuitable remedy. The people were divided into two theological 

factions, furious from their zeal, and mutually enraged from the injuries which 

they had committed or received; and as all faith had been violated and mode

ration banifhed, it feemed impraCticable to frame any terms of compofition be

tween them. Each party had devoted itfelf to leaders, whofe commands had 

more authority than the will of the fovereign ; and even the catholics, to whom 

the King was attached, were conducted entirely by the councils of Guife and his 

family. The religious connexions had, on both fides, fuperceded the civil; or 

rather (for men will always be guided by prefent interefr) two empires being 

fecretly formed in the kingdom, every individual was engaged by new views of 

interefr to follow thole leaders, to whom, during the courfe of pafr convulfions, 

he had been indebted for his honours and preferment. Henry, obferving 

the low condition of the crown, had laid a fcheme of reftoring his own authority, 

by aCting as umpire between the parties, by moderating their differences, and by 

reducing both to a dependance upon himfelf. He poffeff'ed all the talents Of 

diffimu]ation requifite for the execution of this delicate plan; but being deficient 

in vigour, application, and found underftanding, inftead of acquiring a fuperi

ority over both faCtions, he loft the confidence of both, and taught the parti. 

zans of each to adhere n1ore clofely to their particular leaders, whom they found 

more hearty, cordial, and fincere, in the caufe, which they purfued. The hu

gonots were fortified by the acceffion of a German army under the prince of 

Con de and prince Cafimir; but much more, by the credit and perfonal virtues of 

the King of Navatre, who, having fled from court, had placed h1mfelf at the 

head of that fon11idable party. Henry, in profecution of his plan, entered into 

a compofition with them ; and being defirous of preferving a balance between 

the feB:s, he granted them peace on the mofr advantageous conditions. This 

was the fifth general peace made with the hugonots ; but tho' it was no tnore 

fincere on the part of the court than any of the former, it gave the higheft dif

guft to the Catholics ; and afforded the duke of Guife the defired pretence of 

declaiming againft the meafures, and maxims, and conduct of the King. That 

artful and bold leader took thence an occafion of reducing his party into a more 

formed and regular body; and he laid the firft foundations of the famous LEAGUE 

which, without any regard to the royal authority, aimed at the entire fuppreffio~ 

of t~e. hugonot.s. Such ~as t.he unhappy condition of France, from the paft 

fevenues and v10lences of 1ts pnnces, that toleration could no longer be admitted ; 

4 
and 
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and a conceffion for liberty of confcience, which would have probably appeaied the 

reformers, excited the moft violent refentment and animofity in the catholics. 

Henry, in order to divert the force of the league from himfelf, and even to 

elude its efforts againft the hugonots, declared himfelf the head of that feditious 

confederacy, and took the field as leader of the Romanifts. But his dilatory 

and feeble meafures difcovered his reluctance to the undertaking ; and after fome 

unfuccefsful attempts, he concluded a new peace, which, tho' lefs ftvorable than 

the fonner to the proteftants, gave no contentment to the catholics. Mutual 

diffidence frill prevailed between the parties; the King's moderation was fufpi

cious to both; each faction continued to fortify itfelf againfr that breach, which, 

they forefaw, muft fpeedily enfue; theological controverfy daily whetted the ani

mofity of the fects; and every private injury became the ground of a public 

quarrel. The King, hoping, by his artifice and fubtlety, to allure the nation into 

a love of pleafure and repofe, was himfelf caught in the fnare; and finking into 

diifolutenefs and indolence, wholly loft the efteem, and, in a great meafure, the 

affections of the nation. Inftead of advancing fuch men of character and ability, 

as were neuters between thefe dangerous factions, he gave all his confidence to 

young agreeable favourites, who, unable to prop his falling authority, leaned en

tirely upon it, and encreafed the general odium againft his adminiftration. The 

public burthens, encreafed by his profufe liberality, and feeling more heavy on a 

difordered kingdom, became another ground of complaint; and the uncontrouled 

animofity of puties, joined to the n1ultiplicity of taxes, rendered peace more 

calamitous than any open ftate of foreign or even domeftic hoaility. The arti

fices of the King were too refined to fucceed, and too frequent to be concealed ; 

and the plain, direct, and avowed conduCt of the duke of Guife on the one fide, 

and that of the King of Navarre on the other, drew by degrees the generality of 

the nation to devote themfelves without referve to the one or the other of thofe 

great leaders. 

THE civil commotions of France were of too great importance to be over

looked by the other princes of Europe ; and Elizabeth's forefight and vigilance, 

tho' fomewhat reftrained by her frugality, led her to take- fecretly fome part in 

them. Befides employing on all occafions her good offices in favour of the hu

gonots, fl1e had expended no inconfiderable fums of money in levying that army 

of Germans, which" the prince of Con de and prince Cafimir conducted into France t; 

and notwithftanding all her negotiations with the court, and her profeffions of 

amity, fhe always confidered her own interefts as conneaed with the profpedty 

of the French proteftants and the depreffion of the houfe of Guife. Pbihp, on 

4 A 2 the 
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Chap: III. the other h~nd, had declared himfelf proteCtor of the league ; had entered into 
1 579· the clofeft correfpondence with Guife; and had employed all his authority in [up

parting the credit of that factious leader. 'fhe fympathy of religion, which of itfelf 
beo-ot a connexion of interefts, was one confiderable inducement; but that mo-

b narch had alfo in view, the fubduing his rebellious fubjeCts in the Nether .. 
lands ; who, as they received great encouragement from the French proteftants 
would, he hoped, finally defpair of fuccefs, after the entire fuppreffion of their 

friends and confederates. 
THE fame political views, which engaged Elizabeth to fupport the hu

gonots, would have led her to affi{l: the diftrdfed proteftants in the Low 
Countries ; but the mighty power of Philip, the tranquillity of all his 

~1i;iL;:s of other dominions, and the great force, which he n1aintained in thefe mutinous 
Countries. provinces, kept her in awe, and obliged her, notwithftanding all temptations and 

all provocations, to . preferve fome terms . of amity with that monarch. The 
Spanifh ambaffador remonftrated with her, that many of the Flemifh exiles, who 
infefted the feas, and preyed on his mafter's fubjeCl:s, were received into the har
bours of England, and were there permitted to difpofe of their prizes; and by 
thefe remonftrances the OEeen found herfelf under a neceffity of denying them all 
entrance into her dominions. But this meafure proved in the iifue extremely 
prejudicial to the interefts of Philip. Thefe defperate exiles, finding no longer 
any Foffibility of fubfiftance, were forced to attempt the moft perillous enter
prizes ; and they made an affault on the Brille, a feaport town in Holland, 
where they met. with fuccefs, and, after a iliort refiftance, becan1e mafters of 
the place*. 1'he duke of Alva was alarmed with the danger; and ftopping 
thofe bloody executions, which he was making on the defencelefs Flemings, he 
haftencd with his army to extinguifh the flame, which, falling on materials fo 
weil prepared for combuftion, feemed to menace a general conflagration. His 
fears foon appeared to be well grounded. The people in the neighbourhood ~f 
the Brille, enraged by that complication of cruelty, oppreffion, infolence, ufurpa
tion, and perfecution, under which they laboured, flew to arms ; and in a few 
days almoll: the whole provinces of Holland and Zealand had revolted from the 
Spaniards, anrl had openly declared againft the tyranny of Alva. 1'his event 

happened in the year 1572. 

W ILLIAM, prince of Orange, defcended from a fovereian family of areat 

1 
a d . . • G b b uure an anuqmty 1n ermany, inheriting the poffeffions of a fovereign family 

in France, had fixed h1s refidence in the Low Countries ; and on account of his 
noble 

~ Camden, p. 443• 
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noble birth and in1menfe riches, as well as of his perfonal virtue~, was univer
fally regarded as the greateft fubject, who lived in tho:e provinces. He had op
pofed by all regL•lar and dutiful means the progreis of the Spanifh ufurpations ; 
and when Alva conducted his army into the Netherlands, and affumed the go
vernment, this prince, well acquainted with the violent character of the man, 
and the tyrannical fpirit of the court of Madrid, wifely fled from the danger which 
threatened him, and retired to his paternal eftate and dominions in Germany. 
He was cited to appear before Alva's tribunal, was condemned in abfence, was 
declared a rebel, and his ample po.ffeffions in the Low Countries were confifcated. 
In revenge, he levied an army of proteftants in the en1pire, and made fi)me at
tempts to reftore the Flemings to liberty; but was frill repulfed with lofs by the 
vigilance and military conduCt of Alva, and by the great bravery as well as 
difcipline, of thofe veteran Spaniards who ferved under that general. The revolt 
of Holland and Zealand, provinces which the Prince of Orange formerly com
n1anded, and where he was infinitely beloved, called him anew from his retreat; 
and he added conduct, no lefs than fpirit, to that obflinate refiflance, which 
was here tnade to the Spanifh dominion. By uniting the revolted towns into a 
league, he laid the foundation of that illuftrious commonwealth, the offspring 
of i.Dduftry and liberty, whofe arms and policy have made long fo fignal a figure 
in every tranfaction of Europe. He inflamed the inhabitants by every motive, 
which religion, refentment, or love of freedom could infpire. Tho' the pre
fent greatnefs of the Spanifh monarchy might deprive them of all courage, he 
ftill flattered them with the concurrence of the other provinces, and with affift
ance from the neighbouring ftates ; and he exhorted them, in defence of their re
ligion, their liberties, their lives, to endure the utmoft extremities o.f war. From 
this fpirit proceeded the defperate defence of Harlem; a defence, which nothing 
but the moft confuming famine could overcome, and which the Spaniards re
venged by the execution of more than two thouf:and of the inhabitants*. This 
extreme feverity, inftead of il:riking terror into the Hollanders, animated them 
by defpair; and the vigorous refiftance made at Alcmaer, where Alva was finally 
repulfed, fhowed them that their infolent enemies were not wholly invincible. 
The duke, finding at Iaft the pernicious effects of his violent councils, follicited 
to be recalled from the government : Medina-celi, who was appointed his fuc
ceffor, refufed to accert the charge : Req uefens, commendator of Caftile, was 
fent from Italy to replace Alva ; and this tyrant departed from the Netherlanqs 
in 157 4- ; leaving his name in execration to the inhabitants, and boafting in his 

turn, 
~ Bentivoglio, lib. 7, 

Chap. III. 
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.Chap. III. turn, that, during the courfe of five years government, he had delivered above 

1 579· eighteen thoufand of thefe rebellious heretics into the hands of the executioner*. 

REQYESENS, t_ho, a man of ~ilder difpofitions, could not appeafe the violent 

hatred, which the revolted Holla'nders had entertained againft the Spanifh govern-

. ment ; and the war continued as obfiinate as ever. In the fiege of Leyden, un

dertaken by the Spaniards, the Dutch opened the dykes and fiuices, in order to 

drive them from that enterprize ; and the very peafants were aCtive in ruining 

their fields by an inundation, rather than fall again under the hated tyranny of 

Spain. But notwithfranding this repulfe, the governor ftill purfued the war; 

and the conteft feemed too unequal between fo mighty a monarchy, and two fmall 

provinces, however fortified by nature, and however defended by the defperate 

refolution of the inhabitants. The prince of Orange, therefore, in I 57 5, was 

refolved to flle for foreign affiftance. and to make applications to one or other 

of his great neighbours, Henry or Elizabeth. The court of France was not 

exempt from that fpirit of tyranny and perfecution which prevailed with the 

Spaniards ; and that kingdom, torne by domeftic dilfenfions, feemed not to en. 

joy, at prefent, either leizure or ability to pay regard to foreign interefts. But 

England, long conneCted bofh by commerce and alliance with the Netherlands, 

and now more concerned in the fate of the revolted provinces by a fympathy in 

religion, feemed naturally interefted in their defence ; and as Elizabeth had juftly 

entertained great jealoufy againft Philip, and governed her powerful and opulent 

kingdom in perfect tranquillity, great hopes were entertained, that her policy, 

her ambition, or her generofity, would engage her to fupport them under their 

prefent calamities. They fent, therefore, a folemn embaffy to London, con

fifting of St. Aldegonde, Douza, NivelJe, Buys, and Melfen ; and after em

p~oying the moft humble fupplications to the Qgeen, they proferred her the 

poffeffion and fovereignty of their provinces, if ihe would employ her power in 

their defence. 

THERE wer.e many thong motives which might impel Elizabeth to accept fo 

liberal an offer. She was apprized of the injuries which Philip had done her, by his 

wtrigues with the malecontents in England and Ireland :f: : She was difpleafed to fee 

a violent and military government ereCted in her neighbourhood: She forefaw 

the danger which ibe !hould incur from a total prevalence of the catholics in the 

Low Countries : And the maritime fituation of thofe provinces, as well as their 

.command over the great rivers, was a very inviting circumftance to a nation like 

the Englilh, who were beginning to cultivate commerce and naval power. But 
this 

• Gr.otius, lib. 2. t Digges, P· 73· 
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this princefs, tho' magnanimous, had never entertained the ambition of making 
conquefts, or ga;ning new acquifitions; and the whole purpofe of her vigilant 
and attive politics, was to maintain, by the moft frugal and cautious expedients, 
the tranquillity of her own dominions. An open war with the Spanifh monarchy 
was ' the apparent confequence of her accepting the dominion of thefe provinces ; 
and after taking the inhabitants under her protettion, fhe could never afterwards 
in honour abandon them, but, however defperate their defence might become, 
fhe muft embrace it, even farther than her convenience or intereft would per
mit. For thefe reafons, fhe refuft d, in plain terms, the fovereignty profered 
her; but told the ambaffadors, that, in return for the good-will which the prince 
of Orange and the States had fhewn her, fbe would endeavour to mediate an 
agreement for them, on the mofr reafonable conditions which could be obtained t. 
She fent accordingly Sir Henry Cobham to Philip ; and reprefented to him, the 
danger which the whole Low Countries, as well as the revolted provinces, would 
incur, if France could obtain the le aft interval from her inteftine diforders, and 
find 1eizure to offer her proteCtion to that mutinous and difcontented people. 
Philip feemed to take this remonftrance in good part ; but no accord enfued, and 
the war continued with the fame rage and violence as before. 

IT was an accident that delivered the Hollanders from their prefent defperate 
fituation. Requefens, the governor, dying fuddenly, the Spanifh troops, dif
contented for want of pay, and licentious for want of a proper authority to com
nland them, broke out into a furious mutiny ; and threw every thing into confu
fion. They facked and pillaged the cities of Maeftricht and Antwerp, and com
mitted great Oaughter on the inhabitants: They threatned all the other cities 
with a like fate: And the whole provinces, excepting Luxembourg, united for mu
tual defence againft their violence, and called in the prince of Orange and the Hol
landers, as their protectors. A treaty, commonly called the Pacification of 
Ghenr, was formed by common agreement; where the removal of foreign troops, 
and the reftoration of their ancient liberties, were the objetts which the provinces 
ftipulated to purfue. Don John of Auftria, natural brother to Philip, being 
appointed governor, found, on his arrival at Luxembourg, that the States had 
fo fortified themfel ves, and that the Spanilh troops were fo divided by their fitua~ 
tion, that there was no poffibility of refiftance ; and he agreed to the terms re
quired of him. The Spaniards were recalled ; and thefe provinces feemed at 
]aft to breathe a little from their calamities. 

BuT it was not eafy for an entire peace to be fettled, while 'the thirft of re
venge and dominion governed the King of Spain, and while the Flemings were fo 

ftrongly 

t Camden, P• 453, 454-
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ftrongly agitated with refentment of paft, and fear of future injuries. The am.; 
bition of Don John, who coveted this great theatre for his n1ilitary talents, en .. 

gaged him rather to enflame than appeafe the quarrel; and as he found the States 
determined to impofe very ftriCl: limitations on his authority, he broke all arti
cles, feized Namur, and procured the recall of the Spaniili army fron1 Italy. 
This prince, endowed with a lofty genius, and animated by the profperous fuc
ceifes of his youth, had opened his mind to vaft undertakings ; and looking 

much beyond the conqueft of the revolted provinces, had projected to marry 

the ~een of Scots, and to acquire in her right the dominion of the Briti!h 

kingdoms*. Elizabeth was aware of his intentions ; and feeing now, ftom the 
union of all the provinces, a fair profpect of making a long and vigorous defence 
againft Spain, fhe no longer fcrupled to embrace the proteCtion of their liberties, 
which feemed to be fo intimately connected with her own fafety. After fending 
them over a fum of money, about twenty thoufand pounds, for the immediate 
pay of their troops, fi1e concluded a treaty with them ; in which fhe fti pulated to 
affift them with five thoufand foot and a thoufand horfe, at the charge of the 

Flemings ; and to lend them a hundred thoufand pounds, on receiving the bonds 
of fome of the moft confiderable towns of the Netherlands, for her re-payment 
within the year. It was farther agreed, that the commander of the Engli!h 
army, {hould be admitted into the council of the States ; and nothing be deter

mined concerning war or peace, without previoufly informing the ~een or him 
of it ; that they fhould enter into no league without her confent ; that if any 
difcord arofe among themfel ves, it fhould be referred to her arbitration ; and that, 
if any prince, on any pretext, fhould attempt hoftilities againft her, they fhould fend 
to her affifrance an army equal to that which fhe employed in their defence. 

This alliance was figned on the 7th of January, 1578 t. One confiderable in
ducement to the OEeen for entering into treaty with the States, was to prevent 
their throwing themfelves into the arms of France; and fhe was defirous to make 
the King of Spain believe, that it was her foie motive. She reprefentcd to him, 
by her ambaffador, Thomas Wilkes, that fhe had hitherto acted religiouny the 

· part of a good neighbour and ally ; had refufed the fovereignty of Holland and 
Zealand, when profered her; had counfelled the prince of Orange to fub
n1it to the King; and had even accon1panied her advice with menaces, in cafe 

of his refufal. . She perfevered, fi1e faid, in the fame friendly intentions; and, 
as a proof of 1~, would venture to interpofe with her advice for the compofure 
of the prefent differences: Let Don John, whom ilie could not but rc:aard as b 

her mortal enemy, be recalled; let fome other prince more popular be fubfti-
tuted in his place ; let the SpanHh armies be withdrawn ; let the Flemings 

2 be 
"" Camden, p, 466. Grotius, lib. iii. ... Camden p 466 '" ' . . 
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be refiored ·to their ancient liberties and privileges: And if, after thefe conceffi
ons, they are ftill obftinate not to return to their duty, fhe promifed to join her 
arms to thofe of the King of Spain, and force them to a compliance. Philip 
diffembled ·his refentment againft the ·Q8een ; and ftill continued to fupply Don 
John with n1oney and troops. That prince, tho' once repulfed at Rimenant, by 
the valour of the Englilh ·tmder N orris, and tho' oppofed, as well by the arn1y 
of the States as by prince·Cafimir, who had conduB:ed to the Low Countries a 
great body of Germans, paid by the Queen, gained a great advantage over the 
Flemings at C.:!mblours ; but was cut off in the midfr of his profperity by poi
fon, given him fecretly, as was fufpetl:ed, by orders from Philip, who dreaded 
his ambition. The prince of Parma fucceeded to the command, who uniting va
lour and clemenqr, negociation and military exploits, made great progrefs againft 
the revolted Flemings, and advanced the progrefs of the Spaniards by his arts as 
well as by his arms. 

DuRING thefe years, while ·Europe was a1moft every where in great commo-· 
tion, England enjoyed a profound tranquillity; owing chiefly to the prudence 
and vigour ·of the · ~een"s adminiftration, and to the wife precautions which lhe 
employed in all her meafures. By fupporting the zealous proteftants in Scotland, 
fue haa twice given them the fuper!ority over their antagonifl:s, had connected 
their interefts clofely with her own, and had procured herfelf entire fecurity from 
rhat quarter, whence the mofi: dangerous invafions could be made upon her. 
She faw in France her enemies, the Guifes, tho' extremely powerful, yet coun
tt:rballanced by the Hugonots, her zealous partizans; and even hated by the 
King, who was jealous of their reftlefs and exorbitant ambition. The bigotry of 
Phi lip gave her juft ground of anxiety; but the fame: bi~otry had happily 
excited the moft obftinate oppofition among his own fubjects, and had created 
him enemies, which his arms and policy were not likely foon to overcome. T he 
~een of Scots, her antagonift and rival, and the pretender to her throne, was 
a prifoner in her hands ; and by her impatience and high fpirit had been engaged in 
praB:ices which afforded the Queen a pretence for rendring her confinement more 
rigorous, and for cutting off her communication with her partizans in England. Re
ligion was the capital point, on which depended all the politica-l tranfatl:ions of that 
age ; and the ~een's conduct in this particular, making allowance for the prevail
ing prejudices of the age, could fcarcely be accufed of fev-erity or imprudence, 
She eftabliLhed no inquifition into men's bofoms; fhe impofed no oaths of fupre
macy, except on thofe who received truft or emolument from the public: And 
tho' the exercife of all religion but the efrabliihed was prohibited, the violation 
of this law, .by the faying mafs, and receiving the facrament, in private houfes 
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was, in many inftances, connived at ';,c.; while, at the fame time, the catliolics; 

in the beginning of her reign, fhewed little reluctance againft going to church, 

or frequenting the ordinary duties of public worlliip. The pope, fenftble that 

this practice would by degrees reconcile all his partizans to the reformed religion, 

haftened the publication of the bull, excommunicating the ~een, and freeing 

her fubjecrs from all oaths of allegiance ; and great pains were taken by the 

emiffafies of Rome, to render. the breach between the two religions as wide as 

poffible, and to n1ake the frequenting proteftant churches appear highly criminal 

to the catholics t. Thefe praCtices, with the rebellions which enfued, increafed 

the vigil~nce and feverity of the government; but the Rornanifts, if their con

dition was compared with that of the N onconformifts in other countries, and 

with their own praCtices where they domineered, could not jufl:ly complain much 

of violence or perfecution. The ~een appeared rather more anxious to keep a 

ftriet hand over the puritans; who, tho' their pretenfions were not fo immediate

ly dangerous to her authority, feemed to be actuated by a more unreafonable ob

ftinacy, and to retain claims, of which, both in civil and ecclefiaftical matters, 

it was, as yet, difficult to difcern the full {cope and intention. Some fecret at

tempts of that feet to eftablifh a feparate congregation and difcipline, had been 

carefully repreffed in the beginning of this reign :J:; and when any of the efta

blifhed clergy difcovered a tendency to their principles, by omitting the legal ha

bits or ceremonies, the OEeen had fhewn a determined refolution to punilh ·them 

by fines and deprivations 11 ; tho' her orders to that purpofe had, by the protec· 

tion which thefe feCtaries received from fome of the moft confiderable courtiers, 

been frequently eluded. But what chiefly tended to gain Elizabeth the hearts of 

her fubjects, was, her frugality, which, tho' carried fornetimes to an extreme, 

led her not to amafs treafures, but only to prevent impofitions upon the people, 

who were at that time very little accuftomed to bear the burthens of government. 

By means of her rigid oeconomy, fhe paid all the debts which fhe found on the 

.. own, with their full interefi:; tho' fome of thefe debts had been contracted 

ven during the reign of her father+· She repaid fome loans, which fhe had ex

,1Cted at the commencement of her reign; a practice in that age fomewhat unu

fual § : And ihe efl:ablifhed her credit on fuch a footina, that no fovereian in 
b b 

Europe could more readily command any fum which the public exigencies might 

t any time require**. During this peaceable and unifonn government, Eng
land 

• C~mden, P· 459· t \Valfi.ngham's Letter in Burnet, vol. II. 4.1 8. Cabbala, p. 406. 

· Strype's Life of Parker, P· 342. Ibid. Life of Grindal, p. 31 5· 11 Heylin, p. 165, 166. 
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land furnifhes few 111aterials for hiftory ; and except the fmall part which Eliza- C\ap. Il • 

'beth took in foreign tranfactions, there fcarce paired any occurrence which re- I57.9· 

quires a particular detail. 

THE moft n1emorable event in this period was a feffion of Parliament, fum . A Parliament. 

moned on the 8th of February, I 576, where debates were fl:arted, which may 
appear fomewhat curious and fingular. Peter V.l entworth, a puritan, who 
had fignalized himfelf former Parliaments, by his free and undaunted fpirit, 
opened this feffion wi~h a premeditated harangue, which drew on him the indig-
nation of the houfe, and gave great offence to the ~een and the courtiers. As 
it feems to contain the firft rude fketch of thofe principles of liberty which hap-
pily gained afterwards the afcendant in England, it may not be improper to give, 
in a few words, the fubftance of it. He premifed, that the very name of liberty 
is fweet; but the thing itfelf is precious beyond the moft ineftimable treafure : 
And that it behaved them to be careful, lefr, contenting themfelves with the 
fweetnefs of the name, they forego the fubfiance, and abandon what of all earth .. 
ly poffeffions was of the higheft value to the kingdom. He then proceeded to 
obferve, that freedom of fpeech in that houfe, a privilege fo ufeful both to fove
reign and fubjeB:, had been formerly infringed in many elfential articles, and was, 
at prefent, expofed to the moft imminent danger: That it was ufual, when any 
fubjeCl: of importance was handled, efpecially if it regarded religion, to furmize, 
that thefe topics were difagreeable to the ~een, and that the farther proceeding in 
them would draw down her indignation upon their temerity : That Solomon had 
jufi:ly affirmed, the King's difpleafore to be a meffenger of death ; and it was no 
wonder that men, even tho' urged by n1otives of confcience and duty, fhould be · 
inclined to fi:op fhort, when they found then1felves expofed to fo fevere a penalty: 
~rhat by employing this argument, the houfe was incapacit.lted from ferving their 
country, or even from ferving the Q8een herfelf; whofe ears, befieged by perni
cious flatterers, were thereby rendered inacceffible to the mofi falutary truths : 
That it was a mockery to call an affembly a Parliament, and yet deny them that 
privilege, which was fo effential to their being, and without which they muft de
generate into an abject fchool of fervitucle and diffimulation : That as the Parlia
D1ent was the great guardian of the laws, they ought to have libel ty to difcharge tht ir 
truft, and to maintain that authority whence even Kings themfelves derive their 
being : That a King was conftituted fuch by law, and tho' he was not dependant 
on man, yet was he fubordinate to God and the law, and was obliged to mal- e 
their prefcriptions, not his own will, the rule of his conduct: That even 1i · 
c rnrniffion, as God's vicegerent, enforced, infread of loofe ning, this oblig.1tion ; 
en e he was thereby invefted with authority to execute on earth the will <:>f Gl:d, 
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which is nothing but law and juftice : 'fhat tho' thefe furmizes of di(p1ealing the· 
~een by their proceedings, had impeached, in ~ very effential point, all free~ 
dom of fpeech, a privilege granted them by a fpeCiallaw; yet was there a more 
exprefs and more dangerous invafion made on· their liberties., by frequent meffages 

fron1 the throne: That it had become a practice, when the houfe were entering 

on any queftion, either ecclefiaftical or civil, to bring an order from the ~leen, 
prohibiting them abfoluteJy to treat of fuch matters, and barring them all farther 
difcuffion of the[(; momentuous articles: Th.at the prelates, emboldened by her 
royal protectior), had aff1.1med a deciflve power in all queftions of religion, and 

required that. evt:-ry one fhould implicitly fubmit .his faith to their arbitrary deter

minations: Th;1t the love whic.h he bore his fovereign, forbad him to be filent 
under fuch abufes, or to facrifice, on this important occafion, his duty to fervile 

flattery and complaifance: And that, as no earthly creature was exempt from 

fault, fo neither was the OEeen herfelf; but in impofing this fervitude on her 

faithful commons, had committed a great, and even dangerous, . fault ag.ainft 

herfelf and the whole realm*. 
IT is eafy to obferve, from this fpeech, _ that in thefe firft dawnings of liberty, 

the parliamentary ftile was frill crude and unformed ; and that the proper deco .. 
rum of attacking minifters and counfellors, without interefting the honour of the. 

crown, er mentioning the perfon of. the fovereign, was not . as yet entirely efta-. 
blifhed. The commons expreffed great difpleafure at this unufual licence: They 
fequeftered \Vent worth from the houfe, and committed him prifoner to the fer

jeant at arms. They even ordered him to be examined by a committee, confirt

ing of all thofe members who wer.e alfo men1bers of the privy-council, and a re

port to be made next day to the houfe. This committe-e met in the Star-cham
ber, and wearing the afpeet of that arbitrary court, fummoned Wentworth to 

appear before them, and anfwer for his behaviour. But tho' the commons had 
difcovered fo little delicacy or precaution, in thus confounding _ their own autho
rity with that of the Star-chamber;. Wentwortb underftood better the principles 
of liberty, and refufed to give thefe couofellors any account of his conduct in 
Parliament, till he was fatisfied that they acted not as members of the privy-coun

cil, but as-a committee of tbe houfe t. He juftified himfelf by pleading the rigour. 

and hardfhip of the ~een's meffages; and notwithftanding that the committee 
filewed him, by inftances in other reigns, that the practice of fending fuch meffages. 

was not .unprec~dented, he would not agree to·exprefs any forrow or repentance. The. 
·rrue of the affa1r was, that, after a month's confinement; the OEeen fent to the com-. 

mons, informing them, that, from her fpecial grace and favour, fue had reftored him. 

D' Ewes, p. 236, 2371 &c .. 
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m· his liberty and to his place in the houfe §. By this feeming lenity, !he indirectly 
retained the power which fhe had affumed, of imprifoning the members, and obliO':.. . ~ 

tng them to anfwer before her for their conduct in Parliament. And Sir W alter 
Mildmay endeavoured to make the houfe fenfible of her Majefty's goodnefs, in 
fo gently remitting the indignation which fhe might juft]y conceive at the teme
rity of their member: But he informed them, that they had not the liberty of 
fpeaking what and of whom they pleafed ; and that indifcreet freedoms ufed in 
that houfe, had, both in the prefent and foregoing ages, met with a proper pu 
nifi1ment. He warned them, therefore, not to abufe farther dte OEeen's ck_ 
mency ; left lhe be conftrained, contrary to her inclination, to turn an unflicce!f
fullenity into a neceffary feverity *. 

THE behaviour of the two houfes was, in other refpecrs, equal!y tame and 
ft1bmimve. Inftead of a bill, which was at firft introduced t, for the reforma
tion of the church, they were contented to prefent a petition··to her majefty for 
th'at purpofe: And when !he told them, that 1he would give orders to her bi
fhops, to amend all abufes, and if they were negligent, the would herfelf, by 
her fupreme power and authority over the church, give fuch redrefs as would en
tire! y fatisfy the nation ; . the Parlian1ent willingly acquiefced in this fovereign anr 
peremptory decifion :J: ... 

'rHo' the commons ihewed fo little fpirit in oppofing the· authority of thcr 
crown, they maintained, this feffion, their dignity againft an incroachment of 
the lords, and would not agree to a conference· which, they thought, was defired.
of thetn in an irregular · manner. They acknowleged, however, with all humble
nefs, (fuch was their expreflion) the fuperiority of the lords: They only· refufed· 
to give that houfe any reafon for their proceedings; and afferted, that where they 
altered a bill fent them br the peers, it belonged to them to defire a conference, 
not to the tlpper houfe to require it 11 .. 

THE commons granted an aid of one fubfidy and two fifteenths . Mildmay, .. 
1n order to fatisfy the houfe concerning the reafonablenefs of this grant, entered into · 
a detail of the ~een's paft expences in fupporting the government, and of the 
increafing charges of the crown, from the daily increafe in the price of all com. 
modities. He did not, however, forget to admonifh them, that they were to re
gard this detail as the pure effect of the Queen's condefcenfion, fince fhe was not : 
bound to yield them any account how 1he employed her treafure +· 

§,D'Ewes, p. Zf4• 
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C H A P. IV. 

Scotch affaz'rs.-Spazijh affairs.-Sir Francis Drake.-A Par
liament.-1'/egociations of marriage with the duke of Anjou.
Scotch affairs.-Letter of ~een Mary to Elizabeth.--Confpi
racies in England.-A Parliament.-7'he ecclejiajiical commi!fion. 
-Affairs if the Low Countries.-Hoflilities with Spain. 

HE greateft and moft abfolute fecurity which Elizabeth enjoyed during 
her whole reign, ne~Ter exempted her from vigilance and attention; but 

the fcene began now to be more overcaft, and danger gradually multipliecl on 

her from more than one quarter. 

Scotch affairf. THE earl of Morton bad hitherto retained Scotland in ftriB: alliance with the 
Ol1een, and had alfo rdhred domeftic tranquillity: But it was not likely, that 
the factitious and legal mthority of a regent would long maintain itfelf in a 
country unacquainted with law and order; where even the natural dominion of 
hereditary princes fo often 1net with oppofition and controul. The nobility be
gan anew to break into faCtions : The people were difgufted with fome infcances 
which appeared of Morto:1's avarice : And the clergy, who complained of far
ther innovations on their r,arrow revenue, joined and increafed the difcontent of 
the other orders. The regent was fenfible of his dangerous fituation ; and hav
ing dropt fome peevifl1 expreffions, as if he were willing or defirous to refign the 
governn1ent, the noblemen of the oppofite party, favourites of the young King, 
laid hold of this conceffi:m, and required that demiffion which he feemed fo 
frankly to offer them. Jamcs was at this time but eleven years of age; yet Mar
ton, having fecured himidf, as he imagined, by a general pardon, refigned his 
authority into the hands <if the King, who pretended to conduct, in his own 
name, the adminifrration of the kingdom. The regent retired from the govern
rnent, and feemed to employ himfelf entirely in the care of his domeftic affairs ; 
but either tired w;th thi~ tranquillity, which appe3red infipid after the agitations 
Df ambition, or thinkinQ it time to throw off diffimulation, he returned aaain to ~ 0 

c:uurt, acquired an ai(encant in the council ; and tho' he refumed not the title of 
regent, governed with 6e fame authority as before. 'The oppofite party, after 
holding feparate con 'ention , took to arms, under pretence of delivering their 

8 prince 
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prince fro captivity, and reftoring Him to the free exercife of h:s gove ·nment: 
~een Elizabeth interpofed by her ambaifador, Sir Rob~rt Bowes, and mediate 
an agreement between the factions : Morton kept poifeffion of the government ; 
but his enemies were numerous and v igi !ant, and his authority feemed to become 
every day more precarious. 

THE count d' Aubigney, of the houfe of Lenox, coufln-german to the King's 
father, had been born and educated in France; and being a young nobleman of 
a good addrefs, and a fweet difpofition, he appeared to the duke of Guife a very 
proper inftrument for detaching James from the Englifh interdl:, and connect~ 
ing him wich his mother and her relations. He no fooner appeared at .Stir
ling, where J ames refided, than he acquired the affections of the young monarch; 
and joining his interefts with J ames Stuart of the houfe of Ochil tree, a young 
n1an of profligate manners, who had acquired the King's favour, he employed 
himfelf, under the appearance of play and amufement, in inailling into the ten
der mind of the prince, new fentin1ents of politics and government. He repre
fented to him the injuftice which had been done Mary in her depofition, and made 
him entertain thoughts, either of reflgning the crown into her hands, or of affo
ciating her with him in the adminiftration *. Elizabeth, alarmed with the dan
ger which might enfue from the prevalence of this intereft in Scotland, fent ane v 
Sir Robert Bowes to Stirling; and accufing Aubigney, now created earl of Le
nox, of an attachment to the French ; warned J arnes againft entertaining fuc h 

. fufpicious and dangerous conneB:ions t. The King excufed himfelf, by Alexan-: 
der Hume his ambafiador; · and Lenox, finding that the ~een had openly de
clared againft him, was farther confirmed in his intention of overturning the 
Englifh intereft, and particularly of ruining Morton, who tras regarded as the 
head of it. That nobleman was arrefted in council, accufed as an accomplice in 
the late King's murder, committed to prifon, brought to trial, and condemned 
to fuffer as a traitor. He confeffed, that Bothwel had communicated to him the 
defign, had pleaded Mary)s a!fent, and had deGred his concurrence ; but he de
nied, that he had ever given his approbation to that cri ~ ; and in excufe for 
his concealment, alledged the danger of revealing it, either to Henry, who had 

o refolution nor conftancy, or to Mary, who appeared to be an accomplice in the 
n1urder t· Sir Thon1as Randolph was fent by the ~een to intercede in favour 
of Morton; and that ambafrador, not content with difcharging this duty of his 
funCtion, engaged, by his perfuafion, the earls of A rgyle, Montrofe, Angus, 

Mane, 
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Marre, -and Glencarne, to enter into confederacy for protecting, even y force of 
ttrms, the life of the prifoner. The more to overawe that nobleman,s enemies, 
.Elizabeth ordered forces to be a!fembled on the borders of England ; but this 
expedient ferved only to haften his fentence and execution U· Morton died with 
that conftancy and refolution which had attended him .thro' all the various events 
cf his life; and left a reputation, which was lefs difputed with regard to ability 
than probity and virtue~ But this conclufiGn of the fcene happened not till the 

fubfequent ~ear. 

ELIZABETH was at this time extremely anxious on account of every rev-olu
tion in Scotland; becaufe that country alone, not beiBg feparated from England 
by fea, and bordering on all the catholic and malecontent counties, afforded her 
enemies a fafe and eafy method of attacking her ; and becaufe !he was fenfible, 
that Mary, thinking herfelf abandoned by the French monarch, had been en .. 
gaged by the Guifes to have recourfe to the powerful proteCtion of Philip, who, 
tho' he had not yet come to an open rupture with the ~een, was every day, both 
by the inj ·.Lries which he committeJ and received, more exafperated againft her. 
That he might retaliate for the affiftance which fhe gave to his rebels in the Low 
Countries, he had fent under the name of the pope*, a body of feven hundred 
~paniards and Italians into Ireland; where the inhabitants, always turbu1ent, and 
difcontented with the Englifh government, were now more alienated by religious 
prejudices, and were ready to join every invader. The Spanifh general, San 
J ofepho, built a fort in Kerry ; and being there befieged by the earl of Ormond, 
prefident of Munfter, who was foon after joined by lord Gray, the deputy, he 
made a very weak and cowardly reGftance. After fome affaults, feebly fufiained, 
he furrendered at difcretion ; and Gray, who was attended with a very fmall force, 
finding himftlf embarraffed with fo many prifoners, put all the Spaniards and Itali
ans to the fword without mercy, and hanged about fifteen hundred lri!h: A 
cruelty which gave great difp]eafure to Elizabeth t. 

WHEN the Englifh ambaffador made complaints of this invafion, he was an
fwered by like complaints of the pyracies committed by Francis Drake, a bold 
feaman, who had affaulted the Spaniards in the place where they efteemed them
felves the moft fecure, in the new world. This man, fprung from mean parents 
in the county of Devon, having acquired confiderable riches by fome depreda
tions made on the Spaniards in the ifthmus of Panama, and having there got a 
fight of the Pacific ocean, was fo ftimulated by ambition and .avarice, that he fcru-

pled 
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le 1 t to npioy his whole fortune in a new adventure thro' thofe feas, fo much' 
un. nown at that time to all the European nations *. By means of Sir Chrifto
pher Hatton, then vice chamberlain, a great favourite of the ~een, he o tained 
her confent and approbation; and fet fail from Plymouth in 1577, with four 
fhips and a pinnace, on board of which were 1 6+ able failors t. He paffed into 
the Sot1th Sea by the Straits of Magellan, and falling on the Spaniards, ho ex
reB:cd no enemy in thefe quarters, he took many rich prizes, and prepared to 
return with the immenfe booty, which he had acquired. A pprehenfive of being 
· ntcrcepted by the enemy, if he took the fame way homewards, by which he 
had reached t .e Pacific Ocean, he attempted to find a pa!fage by the north of Cali
fornia; and failirg in that enterprize, he fet fail for the Eafl: Indies, and returned 
fafely this year by the Cape of Good Hope. He was the firft Eng'ifhman who 
compaffed the Globe; and the firft commander in chief: For Magellan, whofe 
1hip executed the fame adventure, died in his pa!fage. His name became very 
celebrated on account of fo bold and fortunate an attempt; but many, appre
)lending the refentment of the Spaniards~ endeavoured to perfuade the ~1een, 
that it would be more prudent to difown the enterprize, to puniili Drake, and to 
reftore the treafure. But Elizabeth, who adn1ired valour, and who was allured by 
the profpeB: of fharing in the riches, was determined to countenance that gallant 
failor : She conferred on him the honour of knighthood, and accepted of a 
banquet from him at Deptford, on board the fhip which had atchieved fo me
morable a voyage. When Philip's amba!fador, Mendoza, exclaimed againft 
Drake's pyracies, fhe told him, that the Spaniards, by arrogating a right to the 
whole new world, and excluding thence all other European nations, who iliould 
fail thither, even with a_ view of exercifing the moft lawful commerce, very na
turally tempted others to n1ake a violent irruption into thefe countries :f:. To 
pacify, however, the Spanifh monarch, !be caufed part of the booty to be re
ftored to Pedro Sebura, a Spaniard, who pretended to be agent for the merchants, 
whom Drake had fpoiled. Having learned afterwards, that hilip had feized 
the n1oney, and had employed part of it againft herfelf in Ireland, part of it in 
the pay of the prince of Parma's troops, fhe was determined to make no more 
reftitutions. 

THERE was another caufe, which induced the ~een to take this refolution: 
She was in fuch want of n1oney, that fhe was obliged to a!femble a Parliament; 
a meafure, which, as fhe herfelf openly declared, fhe never embraced, ex-
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Chap. IV. cept when obliged by the neceffity of hEr affairs. The Parliament, befides 

1581 • granting her a fupply of one fubfldy and two fifteens, en.::cted fome fratutes for 

1 6th January. the fecurity of the government, chiefly againft the attempts of the Catholics 

\Vh(;ever, in any way, reconciled any one to the church of Rome, or was him-
A Parliament 

felf reco ciled, was declared to be guilty of treafon: To fay mafs was fubjeCt:ed 

to the penalty of a year's imprifonment, and 1 fine of two hundred merks; the 

hearing it was punifbable by a year's imprifonment and a fine of an hundred 

tnerks : A fine of twenty pounds a month v.. as impofed on every one who con· 

tinued, during that time, abfent from church ~. To utter £1anderous or fe~itious 

words ag:linft the Queen was punifbable, for the firft offence, with the pillory 

and lofs of ears; the fecond offence was declared felony : The writing or printing 

fuch words was felony even on the firft offence t. The purit,t ns prevailed to 

have farther application made for reformation in religion :J:. Paul Wentworth, 

brother to the member of that name, who had diftinguifhed himfelf in the preced

ing feffion, moved, that the commons, from their own authority, fbould ap1-oint 

a general faft and prayers ; and the com1nons rafhly affented to his motion. For 

this prefumption, they were feverely reprimanded by a meffage from the ~eeth 

as encroaching on the royal prerogative and fupremacy; and they were obliged to 

fubmit, and afk forgivenefs 11· 

THE ~een and Parliament were engaged to pafs thefe fevere laws againft the 

Catholics, by fome late difcoveries, w hi eh had been made of the treafonable 

practices of the Romi!h priefts. When the worlhip of the catholics was fuppreffed, 

and the rlformation introdllced into the univerfities, the King of Spain reflected, 

that as fome fpecies of literature was requiflte for the fupport of thefe doctrine's and 

controverfies, the Romifh communion muft totally decay in England, if no means 

were found to give erudition to the ecclefiaftics; and for this reafon, he 

founded a feminary at Doiiay, where the Catholics fent their children, chiefly thofe 

intended for the priefthood, in order to receive the rudiments of their education. 

The cardinal of Lorraine imitated this example by erecting a like feminary 

in his diocefe of Rheims; and tho' Rome was fomewhat diitant, the pope 

would not neglect to adorn, with a foundation of the fame nature, that capital 

of orthodoxy. Thefe feminaries, founded with this hoftile intention, fent over 

every year a colony of priefts, who maintained the catholic fuperftition in the 

full height of its bigotry ; and being educated with a view to the crown of 

n1artyrdom, were not deterred, either by danger or fatigue, from maintaining and 

propagating their principles. They infufed into all their votaries an extreme 
hatred 
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hatred againft the OEeen; whom they treated as an ufurper, a fchifmatic, a he

reric, a perfecutor of the orthodox, and one folemnly and publickly anathema

tized by the holy father. Sedition, rebellion, and even fometimes affaffination, 

were the expedients, by which they propofed to effectuate their purpofes againft 

her; and the fevere reftraint, not to fay perfecution, under which the Catholics 

laboured, made them the more willingly receive, from their ghoftly fathers, fuch 

violent doctrines. 

THESE feminaries were all of them under the diretlion of the jefuits, a new 

order of regular priefts eretted in Europe ; when the court of Rome perceived, 

that the lazy monks and beggarly friars, who fufficed in times of ignorance, 

were no longer able to defend the ramparts of the church, affailed on every fide, 

and that the inquifitive fpirit of the age required a fociety more atlive and more 

learned, to oppofe its dangerous progrefs. Thefe men, as they ftood foremoft in 

the conteft againft the proteftants, drew on them the extreme animofity of 

that whole feet ; and by affuming a fuperiority over the other more nUinerous 

and more antient orders of their own communion, were even expofed to the 

envy of their brethren : So that it was no wonder, if the blame to which their 

principles and conduct might be expofcd, has, in rnany inftances, been much exag

gerated. This reproach, however, they muft bear from pofl:erity, that, by the very 

nature of their inftitution, they were engaged to pervert learning, the only effetl:u.tl 

remedy againft fL1perfl:ition, into a nourifhment of that infirmity ; and as their eru

dition was chiefly of the ecclefiaftical and fcholaftic kind ( tho' a few members ha 'le 

cultivated polite literature) they were only the more enabled, by that acquifition, 

to refine away the plaineft diCtates of morality, and to erect a regular fyftem of 

cafuiftry, by which prevarication, perjury, and every crime, where it ferved their 

ghofily purpofes, might be juftified and defended. 

THE jefuits, as devoted fervants to the court of Rome, exalted the preroga~ 

tive of the fovereign pontiff above all earthly power; and by maintaining his 

authority of depofing Kings, fet no bounds, either to his fpiritual or temporal 

jurifdittion. This doCtrine became fo prevalent among the zealous catholics in 

England, that the excommunication, fulminated again it Elizabeth, excited many 

fcruples of a fingular kind, to which it behaved the holy father to provide a 

remedy. The bull of Pius, in abfolving the fubjects from their oaths of allegi

ance, required them to refift the ~een's ufurpation ; and many Romanifts were 

apprehenfive, that, by this claufe, they were obliged in confci~nce, even tho' 

no favourable opportunity offered, to rebel againft her, and that no dangers nor 

difficulties could free them from this indifpenfible duty. But Parfons and Catn

pian, two jefllits, were fent over with a mitigation and explanation of the doe-

4 C 2 trine; 
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Chap. IV. trine ; and they taught their votaries, that, tho' the bull was for ever binding on 
15 81 • Elizabeth and her partizans, it did not oblige the catholics to obedience, except 

when the fovereign pontiff !hould think proper, by a new fummons, to require it*. 
Campian was afterwards deteCted in treafonable praCtices ; and being put to the 
rack, and confeffing his guilt, he was publicly executed. His execution was 
ordered at the very time, when the duke of Anjou was in England, and profe
cuted with the greateft appearance of fuccefs his marriage with the ~een; and 
this feverity was probably intended to appeafe her proteflant fubjects, and to fatisfy 
them, that, whatever meafures fi1e might purfue, fhe never would depart from 

the principles of the reforn1ation. 

WHILE hoftilities were daily multiplying between Spain and England, and 
while Elizabeth knew, that Philip, from refentment, from bigotry, and from 
intereft, was ftrongfy, tho' fecretly, induced to effeCt her ruin, .fhe faw the 
neceffity of fecuring herfelf againft the efforts of fo powerful and political a 
monarch. The obftinate refiftance of the ftates in the Netherlands gave her 
hopes, that his force and treafure would be wafted in fubduing thefe provinces ; 
but the admirable conduCt and rapid progrefs of the prince of Parma ftruck her 
with apprehenfions; and as the acquifition, which Phi!ip, about this time, made 
of Portugal, brought him a great acceffion of riches and naval power, the expe
diency of feeking the protection of fome powerful alliance became every day the 
more apparent. The animofity, which ftill encreafed between the French mo
narch and the duke of Guife, and the confederacy, which the latter prince had 
fecretly formed with Philip, opened the profpect of a clofe alliance between the 
fovereigns of France and England; and the general apprehenfions, entertained by 
all Europe of the SpanifP power, feemed to require fome general union for refift

ing its farther progrefs. 
Negotia~ions THE duke of Alen~on, now created duke of Anjou, had never entirely 
0~ hmahrnadgek dropped his pretenfions to efpoufe Elizabeth ; and that princefs, tho' her fui·or 
wn t e u e • ' 
of Anjou. was near twenty-five years younger than herfelf, and had no knowlege of her 

perfon but by piCtures or defcriptions, was fiill pleafed with the counterfeit image, 
which his addreifes afforded her of love and tendernefs. The duke, in order to 

forward his fuit, befides employing his brother's ambaffadors, fent over Simier, 
an agent of his own; an artful n1an, of an agreeable converfation, who, foon 
remarking the Queen's humour, amufed her with gay difcourfe, a:1d infl:ead of 
ferious political reafonings, which, he found, only awakened her ambition, and 
hurt his mafter's interefts, introduced every moment all the topics of paffion and 

· of 
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of gallantry. The pleafure, which ilie found in this man's fociety, foon pro
duced a great familiarity between them; and amidfi: the greatefr hurry of bur nefs, 
her wifeft minifi:ers had not fuch ready accefs to her perfon, as had Simier, who, 
under pretence of negoti:1tion, entertained her with accounts of the tender attach
nlent borne her by the duke of Anjou. The earl of Leicefter, who had never 
before been alarmed with any courtfhip made to her, and who always trufhd 
that her love of dominion would prevail over her inclination to marriage, began 
to apprehend, that fhe was at laft caught in her own fnare, and that the artful 
encouragement, which !he had given to this young fuitor, had unawares engaged 

her affeU:ions. To render Simier odious, he availed himfelf of the creculity of the 
times, and fpread reports, that that miniiler had gained an afcendant over the Queen, 
not by any natural principles of her conftitution, but by incantations and love I oti
ons. Simier, in revenge, endeavoured to difcredit Leicefter, and revealed to her a 
fecret, which none of her courtiers dared to difcover, that this nobleman was fecret
ly, without her confent, married to the widow of the earl of E!fex ; an action, 
which the ~1een interpreted either to proceed frorn want of refpetl: to her, or as a 
violation of their mutual attachment; and which fo provoked her, that fhe 
threatened to fend him prifoner to the Tower*. The quarrel went fo far between 
Leicefier and the French agent, that the former was fufpeCted of having em
ployed one Tudor, a bravo, to take away the life of his enemy ; and the ~1een 
thought it neceffary, by proclamation, to put Simier under her own proteCtion. 
It happened, that while the QEeen was rowed in her barge on the Thames, at
tended by Simier, and fome of her courtiers, a iliot was fired which wounded 

J one of her bargemen; but Elizabeth finding, upon enquiry, that the piece h.1 1 been 
difcharged by accident, gave the perfon his liberty, without farther punifhment. 
So far was fne from entertaining any fu'fpic!on againfl: her peo1Je, that f11e 
was many times heard to fay, " That fhe would lenJ credit to nothing againft 
" them, which parents wou'd not believe of their own children -f.'' 

THE duke of Anjou, encouraged by the accounts, v. hi eh he received of the 
~een's prepoffeffions in hjs favour, paid her fecretly a vifit at Greenwich; and 
after fame conference with her, the purport of which is not known, he de .. 
parted. It appeared, that, tho' his figure was not advantageous, he had loft no 
ground by beirg perfonally known to her; and foon after, fhe commanded Bur
leigh, now treafurer, Suffex, Leicefter, B~dford, Lincoln, I atton, and fecretary 
W alfingham, to concert with the French an~baffadors the terms of the intended 
contraCt. Henry had fent over on this occafion a very fplendid embaffy to Eng · 
land, confiiling of Francis de Bourbon, prince of Dauphiny, and many confide-

rable 
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Chap . IV. rable noblen1en ; aud as the QEeen had in a manner the power of prefcribing 
1581 • what terms fhe pleafed, the articles were foon fettled with the Englifh commif-

fioners. It was agreed, that the marriage fhould be celebrated within fix weeks 
after the ratification of the articles ; that the duke and his retinue fhould have the 
exercife of their religion ; that after the marriage he fhould bear the title of King, 
but the adminiftration fhould remain folely in the ~een; that their children, 
male or female, fhould fucceed to the crown of England ; that if there be two 
n1ales, the eldeft, in cafe of Henry's death without iffue, fhould be King of 
France, the younger of England ; that if there be but one male, and he fucceed 
to the crown of France, he .fhould be obliged to refide in England eight 
months every two years ; that the laws and cuftoms of England fhould be pre
ferved inviolate; and that no foreigner fhould be promoted by the duke to any 
office in England!· Thefe articles, providing for the fecurity of England, in 
cafe of its annexation to the crown of France, opened but a difmal profpect to 
the Englifh ; had not the age of the ~een, who was now in her forty-ninth 
year, contributed very much to allay their apprehenfions of this nature. The 
~een alfo

1 
as a proof of her frill remaining uncertainty, added a claufe, that _ 

fhe was not bound to compleat the marriage, till farther articles, which are 
not fpccified, fhall be agreed on between the parties, and till the King of France 
be certified of their agreement. Soon after the QEeen fent over W alfingham, 
as ambaffador to France, in order to form clofer connexions with I-lenry, and 
enter into a league offenfi ve and defenfive againfl: the encreafing power and dan
gerous ufurpations of Spain. The French King, who had been extremely dif .. 
turbed with the unquiet fpirit, the reftlefs ambition, the enterprizing, and yet timid 
and inconftant difpoGtion of Anjou, had already fought to free the kingdom frotn 
his intrigues, by opening a fcene for his aCl:ivity in Flanders; and having al
lowed him to embrace the proteCl:ion of the fl:ates, had fecretly fupp1ied h;m 
with men and money for that undertaking. The profpeCl: of fettling him in 
England was for a like reafon very agreeable to that monarch ; and he was de
firous to cultivate, by every expedient, the favourable fentiments, which Eliza
beth feemed to entertain towards them. But this princefs, tho' fhe had gone far. 
th~r i_n her amor?us dalliance* than could be juftified or accounted for by any 
pnnCiples of pohcy, was not yet determined to bring matters to a final con
clufion; and fhe confined V\Talfingham, in his inftruCtions, to the neo-otiatinO' con
ditione; of a mutual alliance between France and England t. Hen~ with breluc
tance fubmitted to hold confe~~nces on th.at fubjeCl: ; but no fooner had Walfing
ham begun to fettle the cond1t10ns of alliance, than he was informed, t!1at the 

Q9een·, 

t Camdcn, p. 484. • Digges, P• 387, 396, 408, 4:6. t Ibid. p. ss·· 



E L I Z A B E T H. 

~een, forefeeing hoftility with Spain to be the refult of this confederacy, ~ad Ch1~8 1I.V. 
declared, that ihe would prefer the marriage with the war, before the war With-
out the marriage t· The French court, pleafed with this change of refolution, 
broke off the conferences concerning the league, and opened a negotiation for the 
n1arriage 11 : But matters had not long proceeded in this train, before the Queen 
again dLclared for the league in preference to the nurriage, and ordered W al-
fingham to renew the conferences for that purpofe. Before he had leizure to 
bring this point to maturity, he was interrupted by a new change of refolution §; 
and not only the court of France, but Walfingham himfelf, Burleigh, and all 
the wifeft minifters of Elizabeth, were in amaze, doubtful where this conteft be-: 
tween inclination and reafon, love and ambition, would at laft terminate. 

IN the courfe of this affair, Elizabeth felt another variety of intentions, from a 
new contefl: between her reafon and her ruling paffions. The duke of Anjou ex
petted fome affiftance of money, by which he might be enabled to open the 
campaign in Flanders ; and the Q8een herfelf, tho' her frugality made her long 
reluctant, was fenfible that this fupply was neceffary ; and ihe was at laft induced, 
after much heG.tation, to comply with his requeft *. She fent him a prefent of 
an hundred thoufand crowns; by which, joined to his own demefns and the af
fiftance of his brother and the ~een dowager, he levied an army, and took 
the field againft the prince of Parma. He was fuccefsful in railing the fiege of 
Cambray; and being chofen by the ftates governor of the Netherlands, he put 
his army into winter quarters, and came over to England, in order to profecute 
his fuit to the ~een. The reception, which he met with, made him promife 
himfelf entire fuccefs, and gave him hopes, that Elizabeth had furmounted all 
her fcruples, and was finally determined to make choice of him for her hufband. 
In the midft of the pomp, which attended the anniverfary of her coronation, ihe 17th Novem
was feen, after long and intimate difcourfe with him, to take a ring from her ber. 
own finger, and to put it upon his; and all the fpeCtators concluded, that, in 
this ceremony, fhe had given him a promife of marriage, and was even defirous 
of fignifying her intention to all the world. St. Aldegonde, ambaffador fron1 the 
ftates, difpatched immtdiately a letter to his mafters, informing them of this 
great event; and the inhabitants of Antwerp, who, as well as the other Flemings, 
regarded the ~een as a kind of tutelar divinity, teftified their joy by bonefires 
and the difcharge of their great ordnance t. A puritan of Lincoln's Inn had 
:wrote a paffionate book, which he intituled, " The Gulph in which England will 

be 
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be [wallowed by the French M:uri 1ge." He was appreherd('d and profecuted by 
-order from the ~een, and was condemned to lofc his right hand as a libeller. 
Such was the conftancy and loyalty of the man, that, immediately after the fen
tence was executed, he took off his hat with his other hand, and waving it over 

his head, cried " God fave the 0Eeen.'' · 
BuT notwithilanding this attachment, which Elizaceth fo openly difcovered 

to the duke of Anjou, the contefr of her fcnt iments was not entirely over; and 

her ambition, as well as prudence, rouzing itfelf by intervals, fiill filled her breafi 

with doubt and hefitation. Almofi: all the courtiers, whom fhe trufted and fa

voured, Leicefter, Hatton, and \Valfingham, difcovered an extreme averfion to 

the marriage; and the ladies of her bed-chamber made no fcruple of oppofing 

her refolution with the- m of\: zealous remonfi:rances *. Among other enemies to 
the match, Sir Philip Sidney, fon to Sir Henry S idney, lord deputy of Ireland, 

~ and nephew to Leicefter ; a young man the moft accomplifhed of that age ; 

ufed the freedom to write her a letter, where he diffwaded her from her prefent 
refolution, with an unufual elegance of exprefiion, as well as force of reafoning. 
He told her, that the fecurity of her government depended entirely on the af

fections of her protefl:ant fubjetl:s ; and fhe could not, by any meafure, n1ore 

-effeCtually difguft them than by efpoufing a prince, who was fon to the perfidious 
Catherine, brother to the cruel and perfidious Charles, and who had himfelf embrued 

his hands in the blood of the innocent and defencelefs proteftants : That the 

catholics were her n1ortal enemies, and believed either that fhe had originally 

. ufurped the crown, or was now lawfully depofed by the pope's bull of excommu

nication; and nothing had ever fo much elevated their hopes as the profpetl: of 
her marriage with the duke of Anjou : That her chief fecurity at prefent againft 

the efforts of fo numerous, rich, and united a facrion was, that they poffeffed no 

head who could conduCt their dangerous enterprizes; and fhe herfelf was rail1ly 

fupplying that defeCt, by giving an interefi: in the kingdom to a prince, whofe 
education had zealouOy attached him to that communion : That tho' he was a 

fi:ranger to the royal blood, the difpofitions of n1en were now fuch, that they 
preferred the religious to the civil connexions; and were more influenced by the 

fympathy of religion than by the principles of legal and hereditary government: 
That the duke himfelf had difcovered a very refi:lefs and turbu1ent fpirit; and 

having often violated his loyalty to his elder brother and his fovereign, there re
nlained no hopes that he wo 1ld pafiively fubmit to a woman, whom he might 
think himfelf intitled, in quality of hufband, to command : T11at the French 
nation, fo populous, fo much abounding in foldiers, fo full of nobility, who were 

devoted 
• Camden, p. 486. 
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devoted to arm~, and, for fome time, accufiomed to fervc for plunder, would U ap l v~ 
fupply him with partizans, dar gerous to a people, unwarli.{e and defencelefs lil'"e 1581

' 

" the generality of her fubjeB:s : That the plain and honourable path, which fne 
had followed, of cultivating the affections of her people, had hitherto rendered 
her reign fecure and happy ; and however her enemies might feem to multiply 
upon her, the fame invincible rampart was frill able to protect and defend her ~ 
That fo long as the throne of F ranee was filled by Henry or his pofl:erity, it was 
vain to hope that the ties of blood would enfure the amity of that kingdom, 
pr-:-fer.tbly to the maxims of policy or the prejudices of religion ; and if ever the 
crown devol vcd to the duke of Anjou, the conjunction of France and Englan 
would prove a burthen, rather than a protection, to the latter kingdon1 : That 
the example of her fifter Mary was fufficient to inftruCl: her in the danger of fuch 
connections; and to prove, that the affeCtions and confidence of the Engli!h 
could never be maintained, where they had fuch reafon to apprehend that their 
interefts would every mon1ent be facrificed to thole of a foreign and hoftile na
tion: That notwithftanding thefe great inconveniencies, difcovered by paft expe· 
rience, the ~oufe of Burgundy, it muft be confeffed, was more popular in the 
nation than the family of France; and, what was of chief moment, Philip was 
of the fame communion with Mary, and was connected with her by this great 
band of interefr and affection : And that however the ~een might remain child
lefs, even tho' old age fhould grow upon her, the fingular felicity and glory of 
her reign would preferve her from contempt; the affections of her fubjects, and 
thofe of all the protcftants in Europe, would defend her from attacks; and her 
own prudence, without other aid or affiftance, would baffle all the efforts of her 
n1oft tnalignant enemies*. 

THESE refleCtions kept the ~een in great anxiety and irrefolution ; and Ihe 
was obferved to pafs feveral nights without any fieep or repofe. At laft her fet· 
tied habit~ of prudence and ambition prevailed over her temporary inclination; 
and having fent for the duke of Anjou, 1he had a long converfation with hitn in 
private, where ihe was fuppofed to have made him apologies for the breaking her 
former engagements. He exprdfed great difguft on his departure ; threw away 
the ring which ihe had given him ; and uttered many curfes on the mutability of 
women, and of ifianders t. Soon after, he went over to his government of the 
Netherlands; loft the confidence of the States, by a raih and violent attempt on 
their liberties ; was expelled that country; retired into France; and there died. 
The ~een, by her timely reflettion, faved herfclf from the numerous mifchiefs 
which muft have attended fo imprudent a marriage: And the prefent diftraB:cd 

4 D ft~e 
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Chap. IV. fiate of the French monarchy, prevented her feeling any effeB:s of that refent· 

•5 82· rnent which lhe had reafon to dread from the affront fo wantonly put upon that 

royal family. 

Scotch aJFairs. THE anxiety of the Qyeen, from the attempts of the Englifh Catholics, never 

ceafed during the whole courfe of her reign ; but the variety of revolutions which 

happened in all the neighbouring kingdoms, were the fource fometimes of her 

hopes, fometimes of her apprehenfions. This year the affairs of Scotland fl:rong-

y engaged her attention. The influence which the earl of Lenox, and James 

Stuart, who now affumed the title of earl of Arran, had acquired over the young 

King, was but a {lender foundation of authority ; while the generality of the 

nobles, and all the preachers, were fo much difcontented with their adminiftra

tion. The aifembly of the church appointed a folemn faft; of which one of the 

avowed reafons was the danger in which the King ftood from the company of 

wicked perfons *: And on that day the pulpits refounded with declamations 

againft Lenox, Arran, and the King's prefent counfellors. When the minds of 

the people were fufficiently prepared by thefe leCtures, a confpiracy of the nobi

lity was formed, probably with the concurrence of Elizabeth, for feizing the per

fan of J ames at R uthven, a feat of the earl of Go wry ; and the defign, being 

2 3 Auguft. kept very fecret, fucceeded without any oppofition. The leaders in this enter

prize were, the earl of Gowry himfelf, the earl of Marre, the lords Lindefey and 

Boyd, the m afters of Glamis and Oliphant, the abbots of Dunfermline, Paifley,. 

and Cambuikenneth. The King wept when he found himfelf detained a pri

foner; but the m after of Glamis faid, " No matter for his tears: Better that 

" boys !hould weep than beatded men :" An expreffion which J ames could never 

afterwards forget t. But notwithftanding his refentment, he found it neceifary to 

fubmit to the prefent neceffity. H~ pretended an entire acquiefcence in the con

duB: of the affociators ; acknowleged the detention of his perfon to be acceptable 

fervice; and agreed, to fummon both an aifembly of the church and a convention 

of eftates, in order to ratify that enterprize. The aifen1bly, tho' they had eftabliih

ed it as an inviolable rule, that the King, on no account, and on no occafion, 

fhould ever intermeddle in ecclefiaftical matters, made no fcruple of taking civil 

affairs under their cognizance, and of giving their verdiCt, that the attempt of 

the confpirators was acceptable to all that feared God, or tendered the preferva

tion of the King's perfon, and profperous ftate of the realm. They even enjoin

ed all the clergy to recommend thefe fentiments from the pulpit; and they threat

ened with ecclefiaftical cenfures every man who fhould oppofe the authority of the 

confederated lords. :I:· The convention, being compofed chiefly of thefe)ords them-

fel ves, 
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{elves, added their fanCtion to thefe proceedings. Arran was confined a prifoner 

to his own ~ houfe: Lenox, tho' he had power to refift, yet rather than excite a 

civil war, or be the caufe of bloodfhed 11, chofe to retire into France, where he 
foon after died. He perfevered to the laft in his converfion to the proteftant reli

gion; which the Scotch clergy would never be perfuaded that he had fincerely 

embraced. The King fent for his family, reflored his fon to his paternal honours 

and eil:ate, took care to eftablifh the fortunes of a11 his other children ; and to his 
laft moments never forgot the early friendlhip which he had borne their father: 

A ftrong proof of the good difpofitions of that prince+· 

No fooner was this revolution known in England, than the Q9een fent Sir 
Henry Cary, and Sir Robert Bowes to J ames, in order to congratulate him , on 

his deliverance from the pernicious counfels of Lenox and Arran ; to exhort 

him not to refent the feeming violence of the lords' enterprize ; and to procure 
from him permiffion for the return of the earl of Angus, who, ever flnce Morton's 

fall, had lived in England. They eafily prevailed in the laft application ; and 
as J ames fufpeB:ed, that Elizabeth had not been entirely unacquainted with the 
project of his detention, he thought proper, before the Englifi1 ambaffadors, to 
diffemble his refentment againft the confederated noblemen. Soon after La Mothe
Fenelon, and Menneville, appeared as ambaffadors from France: Their errand 
was to enquire concerning the fituation of the King, make profeffions of their 
mafter's friend!hip, confirm the ancient league with France, and procure an ac
commodation between him and the ~een of Scots. This laft propolal gave 
great umbrage to the clergy; and the affembly had already voted, the fettling of 

terms between the mother and fon, to be a moft wicked undertaking. The pul
pits refounded with declamations againft the French ambaffadors; particularly Fene• 
lon, whom they called the Meffenger of the bloody murderer, meaning the duke 

of Guife: And as that minifter, being knight of the Holy Ghoft, wore a white 
crofs on his fhoulder, they commonly denominated it in contempt, the badge of 
Antichrift. The King endeavoured, tho' in vain, to reprefs thefe infolencies; but 
in order to make the ambaffadors fome compenfation, he defired the magiftrates 
of Edinburgh to give them a fplendid dinner before their departure. To prevenl: 
this entertainment, the clergy appointed that very day for a public faft ; and 
finding that thetr orders were not regarded, they employed their whole fermons 
in thundering curfes on the magiftrates, who, by the King's direction, had put 
this n1ark of refpeB: on the ambatfadors. They even purfued them afterwards with 

the cenfures of the church ; and it was whh difficulty they were prevented from 
4 D 2 paffing 
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paffing the fentence of excommunication againft them, on account of their fub

miffion to royal, preferably to clerical, authority *. 
WHAT increafed the alarm with regard to an accommodation betwe._n James 

and l\1ary, was, that the Englil11 ambaffadors feemed to concur with the Fre .eh 
in this propofal; and the clergy were fo ignorant as to credit the fincerity of the 
profeffion) made by the former. The ~1een of Scots had often made overtures 
to Elizabeth, which had been entirely negleCted ; but hearing of J ames's deten
tion, fhe wrote a letter in a more pathetic and more fpirited ftrain than ufual ; 
craving the affiftance of that princefs, both for her (}Wn and her fan's ·liberty. 
She faicl, that the account of the prince's captivity had excited her moft tender 
concern; and the experience which fhe herfelf, during fo many years, had of the 
extreme infelicity attendjng that fituation, had made her the more apprehenfive, 
left a like fate ihould purfue her unhappy offspring : That the long train of in
juftice which ihe had fuffered; the calumnies to which ihe had been expofed ; 
were fo grievous, that, finding no place for right or truth among men, fhe was 
reduced to make her laft appeal to heaven, the only competent tribunal between 

princes of equal jurifdiEtion, degree, and dignity : That after her rebelliou(fub
jeets, fecretly inftigated by Elizabeth's rninifters, had expelled her from the throne. 
had confined her to prifon, had purfued her with arms, fhe had voluntarily 
thrown herfelf under the proteCtion of England, fatally allured by thofe reiter

ated profeffions of amity which had been made her, and by her confidence in the 
generofity of a friend, an ally, and a kinfwoman : That not contented with de-

. barring her from her prefence, with fupporting the ufurpers of her throne, with 
contributing to the deftruction of her faithful fubjeets, Elizabeth had reduced her 

to a worfe captivity than that from which !he had efcaped, and had made her this 

cruel return for the unlimited truft which Jhe had repofed in her: That tho' her 
refentment of fuch fevere ufage had never carried her farther than to ufe fome 
difappointed efforts for her deliverance, unhappy to herfelf, and fatal to others, 
Jhe found the rigours of c:enfinement daily multiplied upon her; and at length 
carried to fuch a height as furpaifed the bounds of all human patience any longer 
to endure them: That Ihe was cut off from all communication, not only with the 
reft of 1nankind, but alfo with her only fon; and her maternal fondnefs, which 
was now more enlivened by their unhappy fympathy in fituation, and was her 
foie remaining attachment to the world, deprived even of that melancholy folace, 
which letters or meffages could give : That the bitternefs of her farrows, ftill 
n1ore than her clofe confinement, had preyed upon her health, and had added the 
ii1fufferable weight of bodily infirmity to all thofe other calamities under which 

fue 
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fl1e laboured: That while the daily experience of her maladies opened to her the 
comfortable profpeB: of an approaching deliverance into a regi0n where pain and 
forrow are no more, her enemies envied her that laft confolation ; and having fe
cluded her from every joy on earth, had done what in then1 lay to debar her fron1 
all hop.,s in her future and eternal exifrence: That the exercife of her religion 
was refufed her ; the ufage of thofe facred rites in which !he had been educated; 
the commerce with thofe holy minifters, whom heaven had appointed to receive 
the acknow legement of our tranfgreffions, and to feal our penitence by a folemn 
re-admiffion into heavenly favour and forgivenefs: That 1t was in vain to com
plain of the rigours of perfecution exercifed in other kingdoms; when a ~een, 
and an innocent woman, was excluded from an indulgence which never yet, in 
the moil barbarous countries, had been denied to the meanefl: and moft crin1inal 
malefaCtor: That could fhe ever be induced to d~fcend from that royal dignity · 
in which Providence had placed her, or depart from her appeal to Heaven, there 
was only one other tribunal to which !he would appeal from all her enemies ; to 
the juftice and humanity of Elizabeth's own breaft, and to that lenity, which, 
uninfluenced by malignant counfel, fhe would naturally be induced to exercife to
wards her: And that !he finally intreated her, to refume her natural difpofition, 
and to reflect on the fupport, as well as comfort, which !he might receive from 
her fon and herfelf, if, joining the obligations of gratitude to the ties of blood, 
fhe would deign to raife them from their prefent melancholy fituation, and re
inftate them in that liberty and authority to which they were entitled*. 

ELIZABETH was chiefly induc-ed to obftruB: Mary's reftoration, becaufe fhe 
forefaw an unhappy alternative attending that event. If this princefs recovered 
any confiderable lhare of authority in Scotland, her refentment, ambition, zeal, 
and connections, both domeftic and foreign, might render her a dangerous neigh
baur to England, and enable her, after fuppreffing the Engli!h party among her 
fubjeCls, to revive thofe pretenfions which fhe had formerly advanced to the 
crown, and which her partizans in both kingdoms ftill fupported with great in
duftry and affurance. If fhe was reinftated in power, with fuch ftriB: limitations 

. as could not be broken, !he might be difgufted with her fituation ; and flying 
abroad, form more defperate attempts than any fovereign, who had a crown to 
hazard, would willingly undertake. Mary herfelf, fenfible of thefe difficultieil, 
and convinced by experience, that Elizabeth would for ever debar her the throne, 
was now become more humble in her wifhes; and as age and infirmities had 
repreffed thofe fentiments of ambition and indignation, by which Jhe was former
ly fo much agitated, fhe was willing to facrifice all her hopes of power and 

grandeur 
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grandeur, in ot;der to obtain a little more liberty; a bleffing to which ihe very 

naturally afpired with the fondefi: impatience. She propofed, therefore, that fl1e 

fhould be aff'ociated with her fon in the title to the crown of Scotland, but that the 

adminiftration fbould remain folely in him: And fhe was contented to live in 

England, in a private fl:ation, and even in a kind of reftraint ; but with fome 

more liberty, both for exercife and company, than fl1e had enjoyed unce the firfi: 

difcovery of her intrigues with the duke of Norfolk. But Elizabeth, who wa~ 

arraid left fuch a loofe method of guarding her, would facilitate her efcape into 

France or Spain, or, at leafr, would encourage and increafe her partizans, and 

enable her to conduct thofe intrigues to which !he had already difcovered fo ftrong 

a .propenfity, was fecretly determined to deny her requefts ; and tho' Ihe feigned 

to affent to them, fhe well knew how to difappoint the expeCtations of the unhap

PY princefs. While Lenox maintained his authority in Scotland, fue never gave 

any reply to all the applications made her by the Scottifi1 Ol1een t : At prefent,. 

when her own creatures had acquired po!feffion of the government, fue was re

folved to throw the odium of the refufal upon them; and pretending, that no

thing was required to a perfeCt accommodation, but the concurrence of the coun

cil of ftate of Scotland, fhe ordered her ambafrador, Bowes, to oren the nego

d~ltion for Mary's liberty, and her affociation v. ith her fon in the title to the 

crown. Tho' fhe feemed to make this conceffion to 1\Iary, fhe refufed her the 

liberty of fending any ambaifador of her own ; and that princefs could eafily 

conjetl:ure, from this circumfl:ance, what would be the iff'ue of the pretended ne

goctatlon. The Scotch council, inftigated by the clergy, rejected all treaty; 

and J ames, who was now a captive in their hands, affirmed, that he had never 

a!fented to .an affociation with his mother, and that the n1atter had never gone 

farther than fome loofe propofals for that purpofe :f:. 
THE affairs of Scotland remained not long on the prefent footing. J ames, 

impatient of refl:raint, made his efcape from his keepers; and flying to St. An

drews, fummoned his friends and partizans to attend him. The earls of Argyle, 

Mariha1, Montrofe, and Rothes, haftened to pay their duty to their fovereign; 

and the oppofite party found themfelves unable to refift fo powerful a combina

tion. They were offered a pardon, upon their fubmiffion, and an acknow1ege

n1ent of their fault, in feizing the King's perfon, and refl:raining him from his 

liberty. Some of them accepted of the terms: The greater number, particu

larly Angus, Hamilton, Marre, GJamis, left the country; and took fhelter in 

·t fcbb, vol. II. p. S40· 
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Ireland or England, where they were proteCted by Elizabeth. The earl of Arran Chap. IV. 
was recalled to court; and the malecontenu, who could not brook the authority 1

583 ' 
of Lenox, a man of virtue and moderation, found, that, by their refiftance, they 
had thrown all the power into the hands of a perfon whofe councils were as vio-
lent as his manners were profligate 11· 

ELIZABETH wrote a letter to J ames ; where ihe quoted a n1oral fentence from 
Ifocrates, and indireCtly reproached him with inconftancy, and a breach of his 
engagements. James, in his reply, juftified his meafures; .and turned two paf
fages of Ifocrates againft her, for one which ihe had directed againft him*· 
She next fent Walfingham in an embaify to him ; and her chief purpofe in employ
ing that aged minifter on an errand where fo little bufinefs was to be tranf
acted, was to learn, from a man of fo much penetration and difcernment, the 
real character and capacity of J ames. This young prince poifeifed very good 
_parts, tho' not accompanied with that vigour and indufl:ry which his ftation re .. 
qui red ; and as he excelled in general difcourfe and converfation, W alfingham 
entertained a higher idea of his talents than he was afterwards found, when real 
b-ufinefs was tranfaEted, to have fully n1erited t. '"fhe account which he gave 
his miftrefs, induced her to treat him thenceforth with fome n1ore regard than fhe 
bad hitherto been inclined to pay him. 

THE King of Scots, perfevering in his prefent views, fummoned a Parliament ; ts8:t-· 
where it was enacted, that no clergyman fhould prefume, in his fermons, to utter 
falfe, untrue, or fcandalous fayings againft the King, the council, or the public 
meafures, or to meddle, in an improper manner, with the affairs of his majefiy and 
the ftates t. The clergy, finding that the pulpit would be no longer a fanctuary 
for them, were extremely offended: They faid, that the King was become popifh 
in his heart; and they gave cheir adverfaries the epithets of grofs libertines, belly 
gods, and infamous ~erfons +· The violent conduct of Arran foon brought over 
the popularity to their fide. The earl of Gowry, tho' pardoned fo~ the late at-
tempt, was committed to prifon, was tried on fome new accufations, condemned, 
and executed. Many innocent perfons fuffered from the tyranny of chis favou-
rite; and the baniihed lords, being affifi:ed by Elizabeth, now found the time 
favourable for the recovery of their efiates and authority. After they had been 
foiled in one attempt upon Stirling, they prevailed in another ; and being ad.-
mitted to the King's prefence, were pardoned, and reftored to his favour. 

4 
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AR R~' vas degraded fron1 authority; deprived of that drate and titl 
which he had ufurped; and the whole country feemed to be compofed to tran
q 1' llity. Elizabeth, af~er oppofing, d~ring fome time, the credit of this fa-
1ourite, had found it more expedient, before his fall, to compofe all differences 
vilh him, by the means of Davifon, a minifter whom ilie fent to Scotland : But 

hlving more confidence in the lords, whom 01e had helpeJ to reftore, ihe was 

pleafed with this alteration of affairs ; and maintained a good correfpondence 

with the new court and miniftry of J ames. 
THESE revolutions in Scotland would have been regarded as of fmall import

ance to the repofe and fecurity of Elizabeth, had her own fubjetl:s been entirely 

united, and had not the zeal of the catholics, excited by confiraint, more pro

perly than perfecution, daily threatened her with fome dangerous infurretl:ion. 

1"'he vigilance of the minifters, particularly of Burleigh and W alfingham, was raifed 

in proportion to the aCtivity of the malecontents; and many arts, which had 

been blameable in a more peaceable govermnent, were employed to deteCl:: con

fpirades, and even difcover the fecret inclinations of men. Counterfeit letters · 

were wrote in the name of the ~een of Scots, or of the EnglifiJ exiles, and 

privately conveyed to the houfes of the catholics : Spies were hired to obferve 

the aCtions and difcourfe of fufpech:d perfons : Informers were countenanced : 

And tho, the fagacity of thefe two great minifters helped them to diftinguiih the 

true from the falfe intelligence, tnany calumnies were, no doubt, hearkened to, 
and all the fubjeCl:s, particularly the catholics, kept in the utmoft anxiety and in

quietude. Henry Piercy, earl of Northumberland, brother to the earl be

headed fome years before, and Philip Howard, earl of Arundel, fon eo the un

fortunate duke of r orfolk, fell under fufpicion; and the latter was, by order of 
the council, confined tQ his own houfe. Francis Throcmorton, a private gentle .. 
man, was c01nmitted to cufi:ody, on account of a letter which he had wrote to 
the ~een of Scots, and which was intercepted. Lord Pager, and Charles ArundeJ, 

who had been engaged with him in treafonable defigns, immediately withdrew 

beyond fea. Throcmorton confe!fed, that a plan for an invafion and infurreB:ion 

had been laid ; and tho', on his trial, he was defirous of retraCting this confeffion, 
and imputing it to the fear of torture, he was found guilty and executed. Men
doza, the Spaniih ambaffador, having promoted thi5 confpiracy, was ordered to 

depart the kingdom ; and Wade was fent into Spain, to excufe his difmiffion, and 

to defire the King to fend another ambaifador in his place: But Philip would not 
fo much as admit the Englifh ambaffador to his prefence. Creighton, a Scotch 

J efuit, coming over on board a ve:!fel which was feized, tore fome papers, with 
an 
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an intention of throwing them into the fea ; but the wind blowing them back Chap. I 7• 

upon the !hip, they were put together, and difcovered fame dangerous fecrets *. 1584· 

MANY of thefe confpiracies were, with great appearance of reafon, imputed 
to the contrivances of the Queen of Scots t ; and as her name was employed in 
all of them, the council thought, that they could not ufe too many pre~ 
cautions againfr the danger of her claims, and the refrlefs aCtivity of her temper. 
She was removed from under the care of the earl of Shrewfbury, who, tho' vi
gilant and faithful in that trufr, had alfo been indulgent to his prifoner, parti· 
cnLtrly with regard to air and exercife: And !he was committed to the cufiody 
of Sir Amias Paulet and Sir Drue Drury ; men of honour, but inflexible and rigid 
in their care and attention. An aO.ociation was alfo fet on foot by the earl of 
Leicefier and other courtiers ; ano as Elizabeth was extremely beloved by the 
whole nation, excert the more zealous catholics, men of all ranks willingly 
flocked to the fubfcription of it. T'he purport of this affociation was to defend 
the ~een, to revenge her death or any injury committed againft her, and to ex
clude from the throne any perfon, whatever title they poffeffed, by whofe fug
gefrion, or for whofe behoof, any violence i11ould be offered to her majefty :f:· 
The ~een of Scots was fenfible, that this affociation was levelled againft 
her ; at d to ren1ove all fufpicion from herfelf, ihe alfo defired leave to fub
fcribe it. 

ELIZABETH, that fhe might the more difcourage all malecontents, by !hewing 
h l f h · · h c r. d p 1. 23d Novem-t em t 1e concurrence o t e nat1on In er 1avour, 1ummone a new ar Iament; her. 

and fhe met with that dutiful attachment, which lhe expeCted. The affociation was A Parliament. 

confirmed by Parliamrnt; and a c]aufe was added, by which the ~1een was em-
powered to name commiffioners for the trial of any pretender to the crown, who 
ihould attempt or imagine any invafion, infurreCt:ion, or a!faffination againft the 
Q8een : Upon condemnation, pronounced by thefe commiffioners, the perfon 
was excluded from all claim to the fucceffion, and was farther punifhable, as her 
majefry ihould direCt. .A:nd for the greater fecurity, a council of regency, in 
cafe of the Queen's violent death, was appointed to govern the kingdom, to 
fettle the fuccdiion, and to take vengeance of that aft of treafon 11. 

A SEVERE Jaw was alfo enaCted againft jefuits and popifh pri~fts : T-hat they 
fhould depart the kingdom within forty days; that thofe who ihould remain be
yond that time, or ihould afterwards return, ~fhould be guilty of high treafon ; 
that thofe who harboured or relieved them fhould be guilty of felony; that 

* Camden, p. 499· 
ll z7 Eliz. cap. 1. 

4 E thofe 

t Strype, vol. III. p. z46. :t State Trials, vol. I. p. 12 z, 12 3· 
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thofe who were educated in feminaries, if they returned not in fix months after 

notice given, and fubmitted not themfelves to the ~1een, before a bifhop or 

two juftices, fl10uld be guilty of high treafon: And that if any, fo fubmitting 

themfelves, fuould, within ten years, approach the ~1een's court, or come within 

ten miles of it, their fubmiffion fhould be void t. By this law, the exercife of 

the catholic religion, which had formerly been prohibited under lighter penalties, 

and which was, in many inftances, connived at, was totally fuppreffed. ln the 

fubfequent part of the Queen's reign, the law was fometimes executed, by the 

capital punifhment of priefts ; and tho' the partizans of that princefs afferted, 

that they were punifhed for their treafon, not their religion, the apology muft 

only be fo underftood that this fevere law was enaB:ed on account of the treafon

able views and attempts of the feet, not that every individual, who fuffered the 

penalty of the law, was conviB:ed of treafon :f:. The Catholics, therefore, might 

now ju!l:ly complain of a very violent perfecution; which, we may fafely affirm, 

in fpite of the rigid and bigotted maxims of that age, not to be the beft method 

of converting them, or of reconciling them to the eftablifhed government and 

religion. 

THE Parliament, befides arming the ~een with thefe powers, granted her a 

fupply of one fubfidy and two fifteenths. The on]y circumftance, in which their 

proceedings were difagreeable to her, was an application, which the commons 

made for a farther reformation in ecclefiafl:ioal matters. Yet even in this attempt, 

which affected her, as well as them, in a very delicate point, they difcovered 

how n1uch they were overawed by her authority. The majority of the houfe 

were puritans, or inclined to that feet*; but the fevere reprimands, which they 

had already, in former feffions, met with from the throne, deterred then1 from 

introducing any bill concerning religion; a proceeding which would have been 

interpreted as an incroachment on the royal prerogative: They were contented 

to proceed by way of humble petition, and that not to her majefl:y, which would 

certainly have given fome offence, but to the houfe of lords, or rather to the 

biihops, who had a feat in that houfe, and from whom alone they were con-

tented 

t 27 Eliz. cap. z. t Some even of thofe who defend the ~een•s meafures, allow that 

in ten years fifty priefts were executed and fifty-five banifhed. Camden, p. 649. 

• Befides the petition after-mentioned, another proof of the prevale.ncy of the puritaas among the 

commons was their pa.ffing a bill for the reverend obfervance of Sunday, which they called the SaQ.. 

bath, and the depriving the people of thofe amufements, which they were accufiomed to take on that 

day. D'Ew~s, P· 335· It was a flrong fymptom of a contrary fpirit in the upper houfe, that they 

propofed to add W ednefday to the faft days, and to prohibit entirely the eatinz of fieih on that day. 

lY~wes, p. 373· 



E L I Z A B E T H, 579 

tented to receive all advances towards reformation *. A ftrange departure from Chap. IV. 

what we now apprehend to be the dignity of the commons! 1
584. 

THE comn1ons defired in their humble petition, that no bifhop fhould exercife 
his function of ordination but with the confent and concurrence of fix prefbyters: 
A demand, which as it would have introduced a change of ecclefiaftical government, 
was firmly rejected by the prelates. They defired, that no clergyman fhould be 
inftituted into any benefice, without previous warning being given to the parifh, 
that they might examine whether there lay any objeCtion to his life or doCtrine: 
But this attempt towards a popular model naturally met with the fame fate. In 
another arcicle of the petition, they prayed, that the biihops fhould not infifi: 
upon every ceremony, or deprive incumbents for omitting a part of the fcrvice: 
As if uniformity in public worihip had not been eftabliihed by law ; or as if the 
prelates had been endowed with a difpenfing power. They complained of abufes, 
which prevailed, in denouncing the fentence of excommunication, and entreated 
the reverend fathers to think of fome law for the remedy of thefe abufes: Im
plying, that thofe n1atters were too high for the commons cf themfelves to 
meddle with them. 

BuT the n1oft material article, which the commons touched upon in their pe
tition, was the ecclefiaftical commiffion, and the oath ex officio, as it was called~ 
exacted by that court. This is a fubjeCl: of fuch importance, as to merit fome 

explanation. 
THE firft primate after the ~een's acceffion, was Parker; a man rigid in ex ... Th 1 Ii . r 

a. c . h ft bl"IL d fh. d . . fh' b fi d . e ecc e tal• a mg con,ormity to t e e a 11ue wor tp, an 1n pum mg y nes or epn- tical court. 

vations, all the puritans, who attempted to innovate any thing in the habits, 
ceremonies, or liturgy of the church. He died in 1 57 5 ; and was fucceeded by 
Grind a I, who, as he himfelf inclined to the new feEt, was with great difficulty 
brought to execute the law againft them, or to punilli the nonconforming clergy, 
He declined obeying the ~een's orders for the fuppreffion of prophecyings, which,' 
fhe apprehended, had become fo many academies of fanaticifm; and for this-
offence, fue had, by an order of the Star Chamber, fequeftercd him from his 
archiepifcopal funCl:ion, and confined him to his own houfe. Upon his death, 
which happened in 158 3, Ihe was determined not to fall into the fame error in 
her ne.xt ,choice; and Ihe named Whitgift, a zealous churchman, who had al-
ready fignalized his pen tn controverfy, and who, having in vain attempted to 
convince the puritans by argument, was now determined to open their eyes by 
power, and by the execution of penal ftatutes. He informed the ~een, that all 
the fpiritual authority lodged in the prelates ~as !ain without the fantlion of the 

4 ~ ~ ~r~wn~ 

!'* D'Ewes, P• 357• 
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crown ; and as there was no ecclefiafl:ical commillion at that time in force, he 
enaaoed her to iffue a new one; more arbitrary than any of the former, and 

bb 
conveying more unlimited authority*. She appointed forty-four commiffioners, 
twelve of whom were ecclefiaftics ; three commiffioners could exercife the whole 
power of the court; their jurifdiction extended over the whole kingdom, and 
over all orders of n1en ; and every circumftance of their authority, and all their 
methods of proceeding, were contrary to the cleareft prindples of law and na

tural equity. They were empowered to vifit and reform all errors, herefies, 

fchifms, in a word, to regulate all opinions, as well as to punifh all breach of 

uniformity in the exercife of public worfhip. They were directed to make en

quiry, not only by the legal methods of juries and witne!fes, but by all other 

means and ways, which they could devife; that is, by tl:e rack, by torture, 

by inquifition, by imprifonment. Where they thought proper to fufpect any 
perfon, they might adminifter to him an oath, called ex officio, by which he 

was bound to anfwer all quefl:ions, and might thereby be obliged to accufe 

himfelf or his moft intimate friend. The fines, which they impofed, were 

merely difcretionary, and often occafioned the total ruin of the offenders, con

trary to the eftablifhed law of the kingdom. The imprifonn1ent, to which 
· they condemned any delinquent, was limited by no rule but their own plea

fure. They a £fumed a power of im pofing on the clergy what new articles of 

fubfcription, and confequently of faith, they thought proper. Tho' all other 

fpiritual courts were fubject, fince the reformation, to inhibitions from the fu

preme courts of law, the ecclefiafl:ical commifiioners exempted themfelves from 

that legal jurifdicrion, and were liable to no controul. And the n1ore to enlarge 
their authority, they were empowered to punifl1 all incefts, adulteries, fornica

tions; all outrages, mi1oehaviours, and diforders in marriage : And the punifq .. 
ments, which they might inflict, were according to their wifdon1, confcience, 
and difcretion. In a word, this court was a real inqui.fitio1t; attended with all the 
iniquities, as well as cruelties, infeparable from that horrid tribunal. And as the 

jurifdiction of the ecclefiaftical court was deftructive of all law, fo its erection was 

deetned by many a mere ufurpation of this imperious princefs, and had no other 

foundation than a claufe of a ftatute, reftoring the fupremacy to the crown, 

and empowering the fovereign to appoint commiffioners for exercifin6 that pre
rogative. But prerogative in general, and efpecially the fupremacy, were fup

pofed in that age to involve powers, which no law, precedent, or reafon could 
limit ana determine. 

BuT 

• Neal's Hiftory of the Puritans, vol. I. . 1;1 o. 
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BuT tho' the con1mons, in their humble petition to the prelates, had touched Chap. IV. 
fo gently and fubmiffively the ecdefiaftical grievances, the ~een, in a fpeech from 1 584· 

the throne at the end of the feffion, could not forbear taking notice of their 
prefumption, and reproving them for thofe murmurs, which> for fear of offend-
ing her, they had pronounced fo low as not directly to reach her royal ears· 
After giving them fome general thanks for their attachment to her, and making 
profeffions of affection to her fubjects, fhe told them, that whoever found fault 
with the church threw a fiander upon her, fince fhe was appointed by God fu· 

· preme ruler over it, and no herefies or fchifms could prevail in the kingdom but 
by her permiffion and negligence: That fome abufes muft neceffarily have place 
in every thing ; but fhe warned the prelates to be watchful ; for if fhe found 
then1 carelefs of their charge, fhe was fully determined to depofe them : That 
fue was commonly fuppofed to have employed herfelf in many ftudies, particu_ 
Jarly philofophical (by which, I fuppofe, lhe meant theological) and fhe would 
confefs, that few, whofe leizure had not allowed them to make profeffion of 
fcience, had read or reflected more : That as fhe could difcern the prefumption 
of many, in curioufly canvaffing the fcriptures, and ftarting innovations, fhe 
would no longer endure this licence; but meant to guide her people, by God's 
rule, in the juft mean between the corruptions of Rome and the errors of mo
dern fectaries : And that as the Romanifts were the inveterate enemies of her 
perfon, fo the other innovators were dangerous to a11 kingly government; and 
·under colour of preaching the word of God, prefumed to exercife their private 
judgment, and to cenfure the actions of the prince *. 

FRoM the whole of this tranfaction, we may obferve, that the commons, in 
their general application to the prelates, as well as fome particular articles of their 
petition, fhowed themfelves wbolly ignorant, no lefs than the OEeen, of the 
principles of liberty and a Jegal conftitution. ....J.\nd it may not be unworthy of 
remark, that Elizabeth, fo far from yielding to the difpleafure of the Parliament 
again£1: the ecclefiaftical commiffion, granted a new commiffion before the end of 
her reign; in which ihe enlarged, rather than reftrained, the powers of the com
miffioners t. 

DURING 

* D'Ewes, p. 328. This feet had indeed gone fo far, that a book of difcipline was fecretly fub
fcribed by above five hundred clergymen; and the prefbyterian government thereby eftablifhcd in the 
midft of the church, notwithftanding the rigour of the prelates and of the high comm!ffion. So im
poffible is it by penal ftatutes, however fevere, to fupprefs all religious innovation. See Neal's lf!l;. 
of the Puritans, Vol. I. p. 483. Strype's Life of Whitgifr, p . 291. 

t Rxmer, torn. XVI. p. :z9z, 386, 400. 
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DuRING thh feffion of Parliament, there was difcovered a confpiracy, which 

1nuch encreafed the natural animofity againft the Catholics, and ftill farther 

widened the breach between the religious parties. William Parry, a catholic 

gentleman, had received the ~ecn's pardon for a crime, by which he was ex

pofed to capital punifhment ; and having got permiffion to travel, he retired to 

Milan, and made open profe!Iion of his religion, which he had concealed while 

he remained in England. He was here perfuaded by Palmio, a jefuit, that he 

could not perform a more meritorious achon, than to take away the life of his 

fovereign and his benefaB:refs ; the nuncio, Campeggio, when confulted, approved 

extremely of this pious undertaking; and Parry, tho' ftill agitated with doubts, 

came to Paris, with an intention of palling over to England, and executing hrs 

bloody purpofe. He was here encouraged in the defign by Thomas Morgan, a 

gentleman of great credit in the party; and tho' Watts and fame other catholic 

priefis told him, that the enterprize was criminal and impious, he preferred the 

authority of Raggazzoni, the pope's nuncio at Paris, and was determined to 

Ferfift in his refolution. He here wrote a letter to the pope, which was conveyed 

to cardinal Como; communicated his intention to the holy father; and craved 

his abfolution and paternal benediction. He received an anfwer from the cardi

nal, by which he perceived that his purpofe was extremely applauded; and he 

came over to England with a .full defign of carrying it into execution. So deeply 

are the fentiments of morality engraved in mens breafts, that it is very difficult 

even for the prejudices of falfe religion totally to efface them ; and this bigotted 

affaffin refolved, before he came to extretnity, to try every other expedient for 

alleviating the perfecutions, under which the cathoJjcs at that time laboured. He 

found means of being introduced to the ~1een ; affurcd h"r that many confpira

cies were formed againft her; and exhorted her, as the only means of faving her 

life, to give the Romanifl:s fome more indulgence in the exercife of thc:ir religion: 

But 1ef1: he fl1ould be tempted by the opportunity to aifafiinate her, he always came 

to court unprovided of every offenfive weapon. He even procured himfelf to be 

elected member of Parliament ; and having made a vehement fpeech againft the 

fevere ~aws enaCted this laft feffion, was committed to cuftody for his freedom, 

and fequefi:red fron1 the houfe. His failure in thefe attempts confirmed him the 

more in his former refolution, and he communicated his intentions to Nevil, who 

entered zealoufiy into the defign, and was determined to have a lhare in the merits 

of its execution. A book, newly publifhed by Dr. Alien, afterwards created a 

cardinal, ferved farther to efface all their fcruples, with regard to the murder of 

a heretical prince ; and having agreed to fhoot the Qyeen as ihe was riding on 

borfeback, they refolved, if they could not make their efcape, t~ facrifice theif 

l Jive! 
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lives in fulfilling a duty, fo agreeableJ as they imagined, to the will of God, Chap. IV. 
and to true religion. But while they were watching an opportunity for the exe.. 1584· 
cution of their purpofe, th~ earl of Weftmoreland happened to die in exile ; and 
as Nevil was next heir to that family, he began to entertain hopes, that, by 
doing an acceptable fervice to the ~1een, he might recover the eftate and ho· 
noLus which had been forfeited by the rebellion of the laft earl. He betrayed the 

15 ~ whole confpiracy to the minifters ; and Parry, being thrown into prifon, con-
feffed the guilt, both to them, and to the jury who tried him. The letter from 
cardinal Como being produced in court, put Parry's narrative beyond all quef-
tion; and that criminal, having received fentence of death*, fuffered the punith-
ment, which the law appointed for his treafonable confpiracy t. 

THESE bloody defigns now appeared every where, as the refult of that bigotted 
fpirit by which the two religions, efpecially the catholic, were at this time aetu· 
ated. One Somerville, a gentleman of the county of Warwic, fomewhat dif .. 
ordered in his underftanding, had heard fo much of the merit attending the af
faffination of heretics and perfecutors, that he came to London with a view of 
murdering the OEeen; but having betrayed his defign by fome extravagances, 
he was thrown into prifon, and there peri!hed by a voluntary death :f:. About 
the fame time, Baltazar Gerard, a Burgundian, undertook, and executed the AfFairs of the 
fame defign againft the prince of Orange ; and that great man perifhed at Delft, ~fe~. Coun .. 
by the hands of a defperate affaffin, who, with a refolution worthy of a better 
caufe, facrificed his own lif~, in order to deilroy the famous refi:orer and pro· 
teCl.or of religious liberty. The Flemings, who regarded that prince as their fa-
ther, were filled with infinite regret, as well when they confidered the miferable 
end of fo brave a patriot, as their own forlorn condition, from the lofs of fo 

powerful 

"" State Trials, vo1. I. p. 103 & feq. Strype, vol. UI. p. 255 & feq. 
t This year, the earl of Northumberland, brother to the earl beheaded fome years before, had 

been engaged in a confpiracy with lord Paget for the delivery of the ~een of Scots. He was thrown 
into the Tower; and being confcious that his guilt could be proved upon him, at leaft, that fentence 
would infallibly be pronounced againft him~ he freed himfelf from farther profecution by a voluntary 
death. He fhot himfelf into the breaft with a piftol. About the fame time, the earl of Arundel, 
fon to the unfortunate duke of Norfolk, having entered into fome exceptionable meafures, and re· 
fleeting on the unhappy fate, which had attended his family, endeavoured to depart fecretly beyond 
{ea, but was difcovered and thrown into the Tower. In l5 87 this nobleman was brought to his 
trial for high treafon; chiefly bccaufe he had dropped fome expreffions of afFeCtion to the Spaniards, 
and had affirmed that he would have maff'es faid for the fuccefs of the armada. His peers found him 
guilty of treafon : This fevere fentence was not executed ; but Arundel never recovered his liberty. 
He died a prifoner in 1 595· e carried his religious aufterities fo far, that they were "believed tho 
immediate caufe of his death. 

t Cam den, p. 49 s. 
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powerful and prudent a leader, and from the rapid progrefs of the Spanifh arms. 

The prince of Parma had made every year great advances upon them, had re

duced feveral of the provinces to obedience, and had laid clofe fiege to Antwerp, 
ihe richdl: and moft populous city of the Netherlands, whofe fubjeCtion, it was 
forefeen, would give a mortal blow to the already declining afiairs of the revolted 

States. The only hopes which remained to them, arofe frotn the profpeCt of fo

reign fuccours. Being well acquainted with the cautious and frugal maxims of 

Elizabeth, they promifed themfelves better fuccefs in France; and in (he view 

of engaging Henry to embrace their defence, they tendered him the fove
reignty of their provinces. But the prefent condition of that monarchy ob. 

Jiged the King to rejeCt fo advantageous an offer. The duke of Anjou's 

death, which, he thought, would have delivered him frotn the intrigues of that 
fickle and turbulent prince, plunged him into the deepeft difl:refs; and the King 

of Navarre, a profeffed Hugonot, being next heir to the crown, the duke of 

Guife took thence occauon to revive the catholic league, and to urge Henry, by 

the moft violent expedients, to feek the excluuon and fuppreffion of that brave 
and virtuous prince. Henry himfelf, tho' a zealous catholic, yet, becaufe he 

declined complying with their precipitant meafures, became an objeCt of averfion 

to the le.1 gue; and as his zeal in practifing all the fuperftitious obfervances of the 

Romilli church, was accompanied with a very licentious conduCt in private life, 

the catholic faction, in contradiction to the n1oft vulgar · experience, embraced 

thence the pretext of reprefenting his devotion as mere hypocrify and deceit. 

Finding his authority to decline, he was obliged to declare war againft the 
Hugonots, and to put arms into the hands of the League, whom, both on ac. 

count of their dangerous p ·etenfions at home, and their clofe alliance with Philip, 

he fecretly regarded as his more dangerous enemies. Conftrained by the fame po
licy, he perc~ived the danger of affociating himfelf with the revolted proteil:ants 
in the Low Countries, and was obliged to renounce that inviting occafion of re. 
venging himfelf for all the hoil:ile intrigues ·and enterprizes of Philip. 

THE States, reduced to this extremity, fent over a folemn embafiy to London, 

and made offer to the ~een, of acknow leging her for their fovereign, on con
dition of obtaining her protection and affiftance. Elizabeth's wifeft counfellors 

were very n1uch divided in opinion, in regard to the conduct which !he fhould 

hold in thi critical and important emergence. Some advifed the reje<.'ting the 
offer of the SL tes, and reprefented the imminent danaers as well as in1uil:ice 

b ' J ' 

attending the acceptance of them. They faid, that the rebellion of fubjetl:s was 
the common caufe of all fovereigns, and the encouragement of a revolt in the 

Flemifh, might prove the example to ~like pernicious praCtice in the Englifu: 
Thac 
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That tho' princes were bound by the laws of the Supreme Being, not to opprefs 
their fubjeCl:s, the people never were entitled to forget all duty to their fovereign, 
or transfer, fron1 every fancy or difguft, or even from the jufteft ground of 
complaint, their obedience to any other mafter: That the ~een, in the fuccours 
hitherto afforded the Flemings, had confidered them as labouring under oppref
fion, not as entitled to freedom ; and had intended only to admonilh Philip not 
to perfevere in his tyranny, without any view of ravi!hing from him thefe pro
vinces, which he enjoyed by hereditary right from his anceftors: That her fitua..: 
tion in Ireland, and even in England, would afford that powerful monarch fuffi
cient opportunity of retaliating upon her; and ibe muft henceforth expect, that~ 
inftead of fecretly fomenting faction, he would openly employ his whole force in 
the protection and defence of the catholics. That the poFe would undoubtedly 
unite his fpiritual arms to the temporal ones of Spain ; and that the Ol1een would 
foon repent her making fo fmall and precarious an acqui!irion in foreign countries, 
by expo!ing her own dominions to fuch in1minent danger*. 

OTHER counfellors of Elizabeth maintained a contrary opinion. They af
ferted, that the ~een had not even from the beginning of her reign, but cer
tainly had not at prefent, the choice, whether ibe would embrace friendfhip or 
hoftility with Philip: That by the whole tenor of that prince's conduct it ap-. 
peared, that his foie aims were, the extenfion of his empire, and the utter ex
termination of the proteftants, under the fpecious pretence of maintaining theca
tholic faith : That the provocations which fhe had already given him, joined to 
this general fcheme of policy, would for ever render him her implacable enemy; 
and as foon as he had fubdued his revolted fubjeB:s, he would undoubtedly fal1, 
Nith the whole force of his united empire, on her defencelefs ftate: That the 

only queftion was, whether fue would maintain a war, abroad and fupported by 
allie~ , or wait till the fubjeCl:ion of all the confederates of England, fuould give 
her enemies leifure to begin their hoftilities in the bowels of that kingdom : That 
the revolted provinces, tho' in a declining condition, poffe.ifed frill confiderable 
force; and by the affiftance of England, by the advantages of their fituation, 
and by their inveterate antipathy to Philip, might frill be enabled to maintain the 
co.1teft againft the Spanifh monarchy : That their maritime power, united to the 
~een's, would give her entire fecurity on that fide from which alone ibe could 
be aiTaulted, and would even enable her to make inroads on Philip's dominions, 
both in Europe and the Indies: That a war which was neceffary, could never be 
unjuft; and felf-defence was concerned, as well in warding certain dangers at a 
diftance, as in repelling any immediate invafion : And that fince hofiility with 

4 F Spain 
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Spain was the unavoidable confequence of the prefent interefrs and lituations of 

the two monarch· es, it was better to com pen fate that danger and lofs by the ac

quifition of fuch important provinces to the Engliili empire*. 

AMIDST thefe oppofite councils, the ~1een, apprehenfive of the conftquences 
attendino- each extreme, was inclined to fieer a middle courfe; and tho' fuch con~ 

0 • 

duCt is feldom prudent, fhe was not, in this refolution, guided by any prejudice 
or afreEtion. She was dttermined not to fee, without oppofition, the total ruin 

of the revolted provinces, whofe interefts fhe efteemed fo clofely connected with 

her own : BL t forefeeing, that the acceptance of their fovereignty would engage 

her to employ her whole force in their defence, would give umbrage to her neigh

bours, and would expofe her to the reproach of ambition and ufurpation, impu· 

tations which fhe had hitherto carefully avoided, fhe immediately rej B:ed this 
offer. She concluded a league with the States on the following conditions: That 
.the fhould fend over an army to their affiil:ance, of five thoufand foot and a thou

fand horfe, and pay them dut:ing the war; that the genera], and two others, 

whom fbe fhould appoint, fhould be admitted into the council of the States; 

that neither party fbould make peace without the confent of the other; that he 

expences fhould be refunded after the conclufion of the war; and that the towns 

of Flufhing and the Brille, with the caftle of RammekinsJ !hould, in the mean 

time, be configned into her hands, by way of fecurity. 

THE ~een knew that this meafure would immediately engage her in open 
koftilities with Philip; yet was fi1e not terrified with the view of the prefent 

greatnefs of that ambitious, and enterprizing monarch. The continent of Spain was 
at that time rich and populous ; and the late addition of Portugal, befides fecuring 

internal tranquillity, had annexed an opulent)dngdom to Philip's dominions, had 
made him mafter of many fettlements in the Eaft-Indies, and of the whole 
commerce of thofe regions, and had n1ightily increafed his naval power, in 

which he was before chiefly deficient. All the princes of ItalY., even the pope 

and the court of Rome, were redt1ced to a kind of fubjetl:ion under him, and 

:teemed to poffefs their fovereignty on very precarious and uncert-1in terrt:Js. The 

AuH:rian branch in Germany, with all their dependant principalities, was clofely 

conneCted with him, and was ready to fupply him with troops for every enter
prize. The whole treafures of the W eil- In dies were in his poffeffion ; and the 

prefent fcarcity of the precious metals in every country of Europe, rendered the 
influence of his riches the more forcible and extenfive. The Netherlands feem-

d on the point of relapfing into fervitude ; and ftnall hopes were entertained of 
their 
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their withftanding thofe numerous and veteran armies which, under the command Chap. rv. 
of the m oft experienced generals, he en1ployed againft them. Even France, 1 585• 
which ufed to counterballance the Aufl:rian greatnefs, had loft all her force fron1 
inteftine con1motions; and as the catholics, the ruling party, were clofeiy con-
nected with hitn, he rather expected thence an augmentation, than a diminution, 
of his power. Upon the whole, fuch prepoifeffions were every where entertained 
concerning the force of the Spanifh monarchy, that the King of Sweden, when 
he heard that Elizabeth had openly embraced the defence of the revolted Flem-
ings, fcrupled not to fay, that fhe had now taken the diadem from her head, and 
had adventured it upon the doubtful chance of war*. Yet was this princefs ra-
ther cautious than enterprizing in her natural temper: She ever needed more to 
be impelled by the vigour, than reftrained by the prudence of her minifters: But 
when fhe faw an evident neceffity, fhe braved danger with magnanimous courage; 
and trufting to her own confummate wifdom, and to the affections, howeyer di-
vided, of her people, fhe prepared herfelf to refifr, and even to aifault, the who!e 
force of the catholic monarch. 

THE earl of Leicefter was fent over to Holland, at the nead of the Englifh 
auxiliary forces. 1-fe carried with him a fplendid retinue; being a~compa
nied with the young earl of Effex, his fon in-law, the lords Audley and North, 
Sir William Ruifel, Sir 'I'homas Shirley, Sir Arthur Ba!fet, Sir \V alter \Valler, 
Sir Gervafe Clifton, and a feleB: troop of five hundred gentlemen. He was re
ceived, on his arrival at Flulhing, by his nephew, Sir Philip Sidney, the go
vernor; and every town thro' which he paffed, expreffed their joy by acclama
tions, and triumphal arches, as if hi prefence, and the ~een's protetfion, had 
brought them the moft certain deliverance. The States, defirous of engaging 
Elizabeth frill farther in their defence, and knowing the interefl: which Lcicefter 
po!feifed with lier, conferred on him the title of governor ani captain -general of 
the Unit d Provinces, appointed a guard to attend him, and treated hitn, in 
fome refpecrs, as their fovereign. But this ftep had a contrary efiect to what they 
expected. Tlie ~een was difpleafed with the artifice of the States, ana the ambi
tion of Leicefrer. She reprimanded both of them very feverely by letters ; and 
1t was with fome difficulty, that, after many humble fubmiffions, they· were able 
to appeafe her. 

AMERICA was regarded as the chief fource of Philip's power, as well as the ~o!liJi(e~ 
moft defencelefs part of his dominions ; and Elizabeth finding that a 1 open breach With Sp;un. 

vith that monarch was unavoidable, refolved not to leave him unmolefled on that 
4 F 2 quarter,_ 

~ Camden, p. soS. 



Chap. IV. 
1)85. 

1 ;S6. 
(January. 

IJ I S T 0 R Y oF E !~ G L A N D. 

quarter. The great fucce{s of the Spaniards and Portugueze in both InlHes had 
excited a fpirit of emulation ~ n Ensland; and as the fuccefs of commerce, frill- more 
of planting colonies, is flow and gradual, it was happy, that a war, in this critical 
age, had OIJened a more flattering proft--ect to the avarice and ambition of the Eng• 
litb, and had tempted them, by the view of fudden and exorbitant profit, to en
gage in naval enterprizes. A fleet of twenty fail was equipped to attack the Spa
niard in the W ei:t-Indies: Two thoufand three hundred volunteers, beildes fea
men, engaged on board of it: Sir Francis Drake was appointed admiral; Chrif
topher Carlifie commander of the land forces. They took St. Jago, near Cape 
Verde, by furprize ; and found in it plenty of provifions, but no riches. They 
failed to Hifpaniola; and eafily making themfelves mafter of St. Domingo by af
fault, obliged the inhabitants to ranfom their houfes by a fum of money. Cartha
gena fell next into their hands, after fome more refiflance, and was treated in the 
fame manner. They burned St. Anthony and St. Helens, two towns on the coaft 
of Florida. Sailing along 1he coaft of Virginia, they found the fmall remains of a 
colony which had been planted there by Sir Waiter Raleigh, and which had gone 
extremely to decay. This was the firft attempt of the Englifh to form fuch fet
tlements ; and tho' they have fince furpaffed all European nations, both in the 
fituations of their colonies, and in the noble principles of liberty and induft-ry, 
on which they are founded; they had here been fo unfuccefsful, that the mife
rable planters abandoned their fettlements, and prevailed on Drake to carry them 
with him to England. He returned with fo much riches as encouraged the vo· 
lunteers, and with fuch accounts of the Spanifh weaknefs in thofe countries as 
ferved extremely to inflame the fpirits of the nation to future enterprizes. The 
great mortality which the climate had produced in his fleet, was, as is ufual, but 
a feeble reftraint on the avidity and fanguine hopes of young adventurers t. It 
is thought that Drake's fleet firft introduced the ufe of tobacco into England. 

THE enterprizes of Leicefrer were much lefs fuccefsful than thofe of Drake. 
This man poffeffed neither courage nor capacity, equal to the trufrs repofed in 
him by the ~een; and as he was the-only bad choice whom fl1e made for any 
confiderable advancement, men naturally believed, that fhe had hlre bee 1 influ
enced by an affection frill more partial than that of friendfhip. l le gained at firft 
fome advantage in an aClion againft the Spaniards; and threw fuccours into 
Grave, by which that place was enabled to make a vigorous drfence : But the 
cowardice of the governor, Van ~Iemert, rendered all thefe efforts ufele('i. He 
capitulated after a ~ery feeble refiftance; and being tried for his conduCt, fuffered 
a capital punifhment from the fentence of a court martial. The prince of Par .. 
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m a next undertook the fiege of Venlo, which was frrrendered to him, after fame 
refiftance. The fate of N uys was n1ore difmal ; being taken by affault, while 
the garrifon was treating of a capitulation. Rhimb(rg, which was garrifor.ed by 
twelve hundred Engliih, ~nder the command of cobnel Morgan, was afterwards 
befieged by the Spaniards ; and Leicefter, thinking himfelf too weak to attempt 
raifing the fiege, endeavoured to draw off the prince of Parma by forming fame 
other enterprize. He firft attacked Dodberg, and fLlcceeded: He then fat down 
before Zutphen, which the Spaniih general thought fo important a place, that he 
haftened to its relief. He n1ade the marquefs of Gnafto advance with a convoy, 
which he intended to throw into the place. They were favoured by a fog; but 
falling by chance on a body of Englifh cavalry, a fu :-ious atl:ion enfued, in which 
the Spaniards were worfted, and the marquefs of G:mzaga, an Italian nobleman 
of great reputation and family, was flain. The pur ·uit was ftopt by the advance 
of the prince of Parma with the main body of the Sp:mifh army; and the Englifh 
cavalry, on their return from the field, found their a:ivantage more than compen
fated by the lofs of Sir Philip Sidney, who, being nortally wounded in the ac
tion, was carried off by the foldiers, and foon after died. This perfon is de
fcribed by the writers of that age as the moft perfect model of an accompli!hed 
gentleman which was ever formed even by the wanton in1agination of poetry 
or fiCtion. Virtuous conduct, polite converfation, heroic valour, and elegant 
erudit!on, all concurred to render him the ornament and delight of the Engli!h 
court; and as the credit which he poffe!fed with the ~1een and the earl of Lei
cefter, was wholly employed in the encouragement of genius and literature, his 
praifes have been tranfmitted with advantage to pofterity. No perfon was fo low 
as not to hecome an object of his humanity. After this laft action, while he was 
lying on the field, mangled with wounds, a bottle o;' wa·er was brought him to 
relieve his thirft; but obferving a foldier near him ir1 a like miferab:e condition, 
he faid, Cfhis man's necejjity is ftill greater than mine: And reflgned to hin1 the 
bottle of water. The King of Scots, ftruck with admiration of Sidney's virtue, 
celebrated his memory by a copy of Latin verfes, wbich he compofed on occafion 
of the death of that young hero. 

THE Engli!b, tho' a long peace had deprived tl-.em of all experience, were 
ftrongly poffdfed of military genius; and the advantages gained by the prince of 
Parma were not attributed to the fuperior bravery anc difcipline of the Spaniards, 
but foleJy to the mifconduB. of Leicefter. The Stltfs were much difcontented 
with his management of the war; but frill more with his arbitrary and imperious 
conduct; and at the end of the campaign, they applied to him for a redrefs of 
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all their grievances. But Leicefter, without giving them any fatisfaetion, d ~ 
parted foon after for England *. 

THE ~een, while fhe pr~voked fo powerful an enemy as the King of Spain; 
was not forgetful to fecure he.rfelf on the fide of Scotland; and fhe endeavoured 
both to cultivate the friendihip and alliance of her kinfman, J ames, and to re
n10..,e all grounds of quarrel between them. An attempt which fue had made 
fame . time before, was not well calculated to gain the confidence of that prince. 
She difpatched Wotton as her ambaifador to Scotland; but tho' fue gave him pri
vate inftruetions with regard to her affairs, fhe informed J ames, that when fhe 
had any political bufinefs to difcufs with him, fue would employ another minifter; 
that this man was not fitted for ferious negociations ; and that her chief purpofe 
in fending him, was to entertain the King with witty and facetious converf:ttion, 
and to partake without referve of his pleafures and amufements. Wotton was 
rnafter of profound diffimulation, and knew how to cover, under the appearance 
of a carelels gaiety, the deepeft defigns, and m oft dangerous artifices. When 
but a youth of twenty, he had been employed by his uncle, Dr. W otton, ambaf· 
fader in France during the reign of Mary, to enfnare the conftable, Montmo
rency; and had not his purpofe been fruftrated by pure accident, his cunning 
had prevailed over all the caution and experience of that aged minifter. It is no 
wonder, that, after years had fo much improved him in all arts of deceit, he 
fhould gain an a!cendent over a young prince, of fo open and unguarded a temper 
as J ames, efpecially when the ~een's recommendation prepared the way for his 
artifices. He was admitted into all the pleafures of the King; made himfelf ma· 
fter of ail his fecrets ; and had fo much the more authority with him in political . 
tranfaB:ions, that he did not feem to pay the leaft attention or regard to thefe mat
ters. The Scotch minifters, who obferved the growing intereft of thi5 man, en
deavoured to acquire his friendfhip; and fcrupled not to facrifice to his intrigues 
the moft eifential interefl:s of their mafter. Elizabeth's "!fual jealoufies with re
gard to her heirs began now to be levelled againft J an1es ; and as that prince had 
a:tained the years proper for marriage, ihe was apprehenfive, left, by being 
itrengthened with children and alliances, he fhould acquire tl.e greater intereft 
and authority with her Englifh fubjeets. She direCted \Votton to fonn a fecret con
cert with fome Scotch nobletnen, and to procure their promife, that J ames, during 
three years, !hould not, on any account, be permitted to marry. In confequence of 
this view, they endeavoured to embroil him with the King of Denmark, who had 
fent ambaifadors to Scotland, under pretence of demanding the refl:itution of the 

Orkneys 
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Orkneys, but really with a view of OP,ening a propofal of marriage between James 
and his daughter. vVotton is faid to have employed his intrigues to purpofes frill 
n1ore dangerous. l-Ie formed a confpiracy with fome malecontents, to feize the per
fan of the King, and to dcli ver him into the hands of Elizabeth, who would pro
bably have denied all concurrence in tl1e deflgn, but who would have been care
ful to retain him in perpetual thraldom, if not captivity. The confpiracy was 
difcovered, and Wotton fled hafl:ily fron1 Scotland, without taking leave of the 
King*. 

J AMEs's fituation obliged him to diffemble his refentment of this traiterous 
attempt, and his natural temper inclined him foon to forgive and forget it. The 
~een found no difficulty to renew the negociations for a ftritt alliance between 
Scotland and England ; and the more effeCtually to gain the prince's affections, 
fhe granted him a penfion, equivalent to his claim on the inheritance of his 
grandmother the countefs of Lenox, lately deceafed t. A league was formed 
between Elizabeth and J ames, for mutual defence of their dominions, and of 

_ their religion, now menaced by the open combination of all the cathol ic powers 
of Europe. It was ftipulated, that if Elizabeth was invaded, J ames fhould aid 
her with a body of two thoufand horfe and five thoufand foot; that Elizabeth, 
in a iike cafe, fhould fend to his affiftance three thoufand horfe and fix thoufand 
foot; that the charge of thefe armies fhould be defrayed by the prince who 
demanded affiftance ; that if the invafion fhould be made upon England, 
within fixty miles of the frontiers of Scotland, this latter. kingdom ihould march 
its who!e forces to the affifta nee of the former; and that the prefent league fhouid 
fupercede all former ailiances of either ftate with any foreign kingdom, fo far as 
religion was concerned t. 

Bv this league J ames fecured himfelf againft all attempts from abroad, opened 
a W'!Y for acquiring the confidence and affection of the Englifh, and might en
tertain fame profpeEt of domeftic tranquillity, which, fo long as he lived on bad 
terms with Elizabeth, he could never expeCt long to enjoy. Befides the turbulent 
difpofition, and inveterate feuds of the nobility, ancLnt maladies of the Scotch 
government, the fpirit of fanaticifm had introduced a new diforder; fo much the 
more dangerous, that religion, when corrupted by falfe opinion, is not reftraincd 
by any rules of morality, and is even fcarcely to be accounted for in its operati
ons, by any princ~ples of ordinary conduCt and policy. Th~ info1ence of the 
Scotch preachers, who triumphed in their dominion over the populace, had, at 

this 
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Chap. IV. this time, reached an extreme height; and they carried their arrogance fo far~ 
1) 86. not only againfr the King, but againft the Parliament, and the whole civil power, 

that they dared to excommunicate the archbifhop of St. Andrews, becaufe he had 
been aCtive for promoting a law which reftrained their feditious fer mons * : Nor 

could that prelate fave himfelf any way fr01n this terrible fentence, but by re
nouncing all pretenfions to eccleGaftical authority. One Gibfon faid in the pulpit, 

that captain J ames Stuart (meaning the late earl of Arran) and his wife, Jeza

bel, had been efreemed the chief perfecutors of the church ; but it was now 

feen, that the King himfelf was the great offender : And for this crime the 

preacher denounced againft him, the curfe which fell on Jeroboam, that he fhould 

die childlefs, and be the laft of his race t. 
THE fecretary, perceiving the King fo much molefted with ecclefiaftical affairs, 

and with the refraCtory difpofition of the clergy, advifed him to leave them to their 
own courfes : For that in a ihort time they would become fo intolerable, that the 

people would rife againft them, and chace them out of the country. " True," 
replied the King: " If I purpofed to undo the church and religion, your counfel 
" were good : But my intention is to maintain both; therefore cannot I fuffer 

" the clergy to follow fuch a conduCt, as will in the end bring religion into con· 

~' tempt i·" 
C H A P.· V. 

Zeal of the Catbolics.-Babington's CQnfpiracy.-Mary ajjents to 
the confpiracy.-:r'he confpirators feized and executed.--Refolu
tion to try the ~een of Scots.-'The commi!Jioners preva£1 on her to 
fitbmit to the trial.-:fhe trial.-Sentence agai??ft Mar)'·
Interpojition of King James._;____Reafons for the execut£on of Mary. 
-:fhe execution.-Mary's charaCler.--:fhe f?(_ueen's ajjeeled 
Jorrow.--Drake deflroys the Spanijh fleet at Cadt'z.-Philip prqjeefs 
the invafion of England.-Cfhe Invincible Armada.--Preparations 
in England.-:fhe Armada arrives in the Channel.-Defeated. 
-A Parliament.- Expedition agai1!fl Portugal. ,_Scotch 

affairs. 

T HE dangers which arofe from the charaCter, principles, and pretenfions 
of the ~een of Scots, had engaged, very early, Elizabeth to confult, in 

her treatment of that unfortunate princefs, the diCtates of jealoufy and politics, 
rathe~ 
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rather than of friend !hip or generofity : The refentment of this ufage bad pufhed Mary into enterprizes, which had very nearly threatened the repofe and authority of Elizabeth: The rigour and refl:raint, which were thence redoubled upon the captive ~een t, frill imptlled her to attempt greater extremities ; and while her impatience of confinement, her revenge *, and her high fpirit concurred with religious 

zeal, 
t Digges, p . '39· Haynes, p. 6o7. 
• Mary's extreme animo:fity !.gainft Elizabeth may eafily be conceived, and broke out, about this time, in an incident, which may appear curious. While the former ~een was kept in cuftody by the earl of Shrewfbury, fhe lived during a long time in great intimacy with the countefs; but that lady, entertaining jealoufy of an amour between her and the earl, their friendfhip was converted into enmity; and Mary took a method of revenge, which at once gratified her fpite againft the countefs and that againft Elizabeth. She wrote to th~ Queen, informing her of all the malicious fcandalous ftories, which, fhe faid, the countefs of Shrewibury had reported of her : That Elizabeth had given a promife of marriage to a certain perfon, whom fhe afterwards often admitted to her bed : That fhe had been equally indulgent to Simier, the French agent, and to the duke of Anjou: That Hatton was alfo one of her paramours, who was even difguil:ed with her exceffive love and fondnefs : That tho' 1he was on other occafions avaritious to the !aft degree, as well as ungrateful, and kind to very few, fhe fpared no expence in gratifying her amorous pailions : That notwithftanding her licentious amours, fhe was not made like other women ; and all thofe who courted her marriage would in the end be difappointed : That !he was fo conceited of her beauty, as to [wallow the moft extravagant flattery from her courtiers, who could not, on thefe occa:fions, forbear even fneering at her for her folly: That it was ufual for them to tell her, that the luftre of her beauty dazled them like that of the fun, and they could not behold it with a fixed eye : She added, that the countefs had faid, that l\1ary's beft policy would be to engage her fon to make love to the ~een; nor was there any danger that fuch a propofal would be taken for mockery; fo ridiculous was the opinion which fhe had entertained of her own charms. 3he pretended, that the countefs had reprefented her as no lefs odious in her temper than profligate in her manners, and abfurd in her vanity : That fhe had fo beaten a young woman of the name of Scudamore as to break that lady's finger; and in order to cover over the matter, it was pretended, that the accident had proceeded from the fall of a candleftick : That fhe had cut another acrofs the hand with a knife, who had been fo unfortunate as to o.flend her. Mary added, that the countefs had informed her, that Elizabeth had fuborned Rolftone to pretend friendfhip to her, in order to debauch her, and thereby throw infamy on her rival. See Mm·den's .::itate Papers, p. 55 8. This imprudent and malicious letter was wrote a very little before the deteCtion of OEeen Mary's confpiracy ; and contributed, no doubt, to render the proceedings againft her more rigorous. How far all thefe imputations againft Elizabeth can be credited, may perhaps appear doubtful : But her extreme fondnefs for Leiceiler, Hatton, and Effex, not to mention Mountjoy and others, with the curious paffages between her and admiral Seymour, contained in Haynes, render her chaHity very fufpicious. Her felf-conccit wi th regard to beauty, .we know from other undoubted authority, to have been extravagant. Even when 1he was a very old woman, 1he allowed her courtiers to flatter her with regard to her excellent beauties. Birch, vol. ll. p. 442, 443· Her paffionate temper may alfo be pro·,:cd ti·om many lively inftanccs; and it \Vas not unufual with her to beat her maids of honour. See the Sydney Papers, vol. II. p. 38. The blow ilie gave to Eifex before the privy council is another inHance. Had this ~een been born in a private 
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zeal, and the fuggeftions of defperate bigots, fhe was at laft engaged in deGgns; 
which afforded her enemies, who waited for the opportunity, a pretext or reafon 

for effectuating her final ruin. 
THE Engli.fh feminary at Rheims had wrought themfelves up to a high 

pitch of rage and animofity againfl: tf1e ~1een. The recent perfecutions, from 
which they had fled : The new rigours, which, they knew, awaited them in the 

courfe of their miffions : The liberty which for the prefent they enjoyed of declaim
ing againft that princefs : And the contagion of religious f.1ry, which every where 

furrounded them in France: All thefe caufes had obliterated with them every 

- maxim of common fenfe, and every principle of morals or humanity. Intoxi

cated with admiration of the omnipotence and infallibility of the pope, they re

vered his bull by which he exc01nmunicated and depofed the QEeen; and foll!e 

of then1 had gone to that height of extravagance, as to affert, that that perfor. 

mance had been immediately dictated by the Holy Ghoft. The affaffination of 

heretical fovereigns, and of that princefs in particular, was reprefented as the 

moft meritorious of all enterprizes; and they taught, that whoever perifhed in 

fuch pious attempts enjoyed withm.1t difpute the glorious and never-fading crown 

of martyrdom. By fuch doCtrines, they inftigated John Savage, a man of def

perate courage, who had ferved fome years in the Low Countries under the 

prince of Par m a, to attempt the life of Elizabeth; and this alfaffin, having made 

a vow to perfevere in his defign, was fent over to England, and recommended 

to the confidence of the more zealous cathblics. 

AnouT the fame time, John Ballard, a prieft of that feminary, had returned 

to Paris from his miffion in England and Scotland ; and as he had difcovered a 
fpirit of mutiny and rebellion very prevalent among the catholic devotees in 
thefe countries, he had founded on that difpofition the project of dethroning Eli
zabeth, and of reftoring by force of arms the exercife of the antient religion in 
England *. The fituation of affairs abroad feemed favour-able to this enterprize: 

rfhe pope, the Spaniard, the duke of Guife, the prince, created by the pope duke, 
of Parma, concurring in interefts, had forn1ed a refolution to make fome at

tempt upon the ~een: And Mendoza, the Spanifh ambaffador at Paris, ftrongly 

encouraged Ballard to hope for fuccours from thefe princes. Charles Paget a1one, 

a zealous catholic and a devoted partizan of the ~een of Scots, being well ac .. 

quainted with the prudence, vigour, and general popularity of Elizabeth, al-
ways 

ftation, ilie would not have been very amiable : But her abfolute authority, at the fame time that it 
gave an uncontroled fwing to her violent paffions, enabled her to 'ompenfate for her infirmities by 
many great and fignal virtues. 

Murden's State Papers, p. 5 I 7• 
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ways maintained, that fo long as that princefs was allowed to live, i was in vain Chap. V. 

to expeCt any fuccefs from an enterprize upon England. Ballard, perfuaded 1
5

86
• 

of this truth, faw more clearly the neceffity of executing the dcfign, formed 
at Rheims : He came over to England in the difguife of a foldier, and alfomed 
the name of captain Fortefcue: And he bent his endeavours to effeB:uate at once 
the projeCt of an affaffination, an infurreB:ion and an invafion t. 

THE firft perfon, to whom he addreffed himfelf, was Anthony Babington ofn , . , a0mgton 
Dothic in the county of Derby. This young gentleman was of a good fa- confpiracy. 

rnily, poffeifed a plentiful fortune, had difcovered an excellent capacity, and was 
accomplifhed in literature beyond moft of his years or ftation. Being zealouny 
devoted to the catholic communion, he had fecretly made a journey to Paris 
fome time before; and had fallen into intimacy with Thomas l\1organ, a bigotted 
fugitive from England, and with the bifhop of Glafgow, Mary's ambaffador to 
the court of France. By continually extolling the amiable accomplilhments and 
heroical virtues of that princefs, they inflamed the unguarded n1ind of young 
Babington to make fome attempt for her fervice; and they employed every prin-
ciple of ambition, gallantry, and religious zeal to give him a contempt of thofe 
dangers, which attended any enterprize againft the vigilant government of Eli-
zabeth. Finding him well difpofed for their purpofe, they fent him back to 
England, and fecretly, unknown to himfelf, recommended him to the ~een of 
Scots as a perfon worth engaging in her fervice. She wrote him a letter, full of 
friendfhip and confidence; and Babington, fanguine in his temper and zealous 
in his principles, thought, that thefe advances now bound him in honour to de-
vote himfelf entirely to the fervice of that unfortunate princefs. During fome 
time, he had found means of conveying to her all her foreign correfpondence ; 
·but after fhe was put under the cuftody of Sir Amias Paulet, and reduced to a 
more rigorous confinen1ent, he experienced fo much difficulty and danger in 
rendering her this fervice, that he had defifted from every atten1 pt of that 
nature. 

WHEN Ballard began to open his intentions to Babington, he found his zeal 
fufpended, not extinguifhed : His former ardour revived on the mention of any 
enterprize, which feemed to promife fucce('; in the caufe of Mary or of the ca
tholic religion. He had entertained, however, fentiments conformable to thofe 
of Paget, and reprefented the folly of all attempts, which, during the life-time 
of Elizabeth, could be formed againft the eftablifhed religion and government 
of England. Ballard, encouraged by this hint, proceeded to difcover to him 
the defign undertaken by Savage *; and was pleafed to obferve, that, inftead of 

4 G 2 being 
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being !hocked with that projeCt, Babington only thought it not fecure enough, 
when entrufted to one fingle hand, and propofed to join four others with Savage 
in this defperate and bloody enterprize. 

IN profecution of thefe views, Babington employed himfelf in augmenting the 
number of his affociates; and he fecretly drew into the confpiracy many catholic 
gentlemen, difcontented with the prefent government. Barnwel, of a noble 
family in Ireland, Charnoc, a gentleman of Lancafhire, and Abington, whofe 
father had been cofferer to the hou!hold, readily undertook the affaffination of 
the ~1een. Charles Tilney the heir of a very antient family, and Titchborne 
of Southampton, when the defign was propofed to them, expreffed fome fcruples, 
which were at lafi: removed by the arguments of Babington and Ballard. Savage 
alone refufed for fome time to fuare the glory of the enterprize with any others t; 
he challenged the whole to himfelf; and it was with fotne difficulty he was in
duced to depart from this prepofi:erous ambition. 

THE delivery of the ~1een of Scots, at the very fame inftant, when Eliza
beth fhould be a!faffinated, was requifite for effeB:ing the purpofe of the confpi
rators; and Babington undertook, with a party of an hundred horfe, to attack 
her guards, while fhe fhould be taking the air on horfeback. In this enterprize, he 
engaged Edward Windfor, brother to the lord of that name, Thomas Salitbury, 
Robert Gage, John Travers, John Jones, and Henry Donne; moft of them 
men of family and intereft. 1'he confpirators much wanted, but could not find, 
any nobleman of name, whom they might place at the head of their enterprize; 
but they trufte~, that the great events, of the ~een's death and Mary's delivery, 
would rouze all the zealous catholics to arn1s ; and that foreign forces, taking ad· 
vantage of the general confufion, would eafily fix the ~een of Scots on the 
throne, and re-efrablilh the antient religion. 

THESE defperate projects had not efcaped the vigilance of Elizabeth's council, 
particularly of Walfingham, fecretary of ftate. That artful minifter had engaged 
Maud, a catholic prieft, w horn he retained in pay, to attend Ballard in his jour~ 
ney to France, and had thereby got a hint of the dcligns, entertained by the fu
gitives. Polly, another of his fpies, had found means to infinuate himfelf among 
the confpirators in England ; and tho" not entirell trufted, had obtained fome in
fight into their dangerous fecrets. But the bottom of the confpiracy was never fully 
known, till Gifford, a feminary prieft, came over, and n1ade a tender of his fervice 
o W alfingham. By his n1eans, the difcovery became of the ut m oft importance, 

and 
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and involved the fate of !VLlt.T, n 
princefs. 

·el as of thofe zealous partizans of that Chap. V. 
15s6. 

BADINGTO .• and I rs auociatt-:, having Jaicl fuch a fcheme, as, they thought, 
promifed infallible fuccefs, were impatient to communicate the ddign to the ~een 
of Scots, and to obtain !.er approbat.on and concurrence. For this fervice, they 
employed Giflord, who i1i1medi itely applied to vValfingham, that the intereft of 
that minificr might fon ·ard his fecret correfpondence with Mary. Walfinghan 

· propofed the matter to Paulet, and defired him to connive at Gifford's corrupt· 
ing one of his fervants: But Paulet was averfe to the introducing fuch a perni
cious precedent into his family, and defired, that they would rather think of 
fome other expedient. Gifford found a brewer, who fupplied the family with ale; 
and bribed him to convey letters to the captive ~1een. The letters, by Paulet's 
connivance, were thruft thro' a chink in the wall; and anfwers were returned by . 
the fame conveyance. 

BALLARD and Babington were at firft diffident of Gifford's fidelity; and to 
n1ake trial of him, they gave him only blank papers made up like letters: But find
ing by the anfivers, that thefe had been faithfully delivered, they laid afide all 
farther fcruple, and conveyed by his hands the tnoft criminal and dangerous 
parts of their confpiracy. Babington informed Mary of the defign laid for a fo
reign invafion, the plan of an infurrect:ion at home, the fcheme for her delivery, 
and the confpiracy for affaffinating the ufurper, by fix noble gentlemen, as he 
termed them, all of them his private friends, who, from the zeal, which they 
bore to the catho ic. caufe and her majefly's fervice, would undertake the tragical 
execution. Mary replied, that ihe approved highly of the defign, that the gentle·· Mary affents 

n1en might expetl: all the rewards, which it lhould ever be in her power to con- to the confpi 

fer, and that the death of Elizabeth was a requifite circumftance, before any at- racy. 

tempts were made either for her own delivery or an infurreetion *. Thefe letters, 
with others to 1\rlendoza, Charles Paget, the archbilhop of Giafgow, and Sir 
Francis Ingelfield~ were carried by Gifford to fecretary Walfingham; were de-
cyphered by the art of Philips, his clerk ; and copies taK.en of them. Wa1fing-
han1 employed a new artifice; in order to obtain full infight into the plot: He 
fubjoined to a letter of Mary's a poftfcript in the fame cypher; in which he made her 
clefire Babington to inform her of the names of the fix confpirators. The indifcre-
tion of Babington furnifhed W alfingham with ftill another means of detection as 
well as of defence. 'I'hat gentleman had n1ade a picture be drawn, where he himfelf 
was reptefented . ftanding amidft the fix affaffins; and a motto was (ubjoined, ex-
preffing, that their common perils were the band of their confederacy. A copy 

of 
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Chap. V. of this picture was brought to Elizabeth, that fhe might know the affaffins, and 
1 586· guard herfelf againft their approach to her perfon. _ 

MEANWHILE, Babington, anxious to enfure and haf1en the foreign fuccours, 
refolved to difpatch Ballard into France; and he procured for him, under a 
feianed name, a licence to travel. In order to remove from himfelf all fufpicion, 
he bap plied toW alfingham, pretended great zeal for the ~1een's fervice, offered to 
go abroad, and protnifed to employ that confidence, which he had gained among 
the catholics, to the deteCtion and difappointment of their confpiracies. Wal. 
fingham commended his loyal purpofes ; and promifing his own council and af ... 
fiftance in the execution of them, ftiH fed him with hopes, and maintained a 
clofe correfpondence with him. A warrant, meanwhile, was iffued for feizing 
Ballard; and this incident, joined to the conicioufnefs of guilt, begot in all the 
confpirators the utmoft anxiety and concern. Some advifed that they fhould 
immediately make their efcape: Others propofed, that Savage and Charnoc 
fhould without delay execute their purpofe againft Elizabeth; and Babington, ip 
profecution of this fcheme, furniihed Savage with money, that he might buy 
good cloaths, and have thereby the more eafy accefs to the Queen's perfon. Next 
day, they began to apprehend, that they had taken the alarm too haftily; and 
Babington, having renewed his correfpondence with V\7 alfingham, was perfuaded 
by that fubtle minifrer, that the feizure of Ballard had proceeded entirely fron1 
the ufual diligence of informers in the deteCtion of popiili and feminary priefts. 
He even confented to take fecretly lodgings in \Valfingham's houfe, that they 
n1ight have more frequent conferences together, before his intended departure 
for France : But obferving, that he was watched and guarded, he n1ade his 
efcape, and gave the alarn1 to the other confpirators. They all took to flight, 

The confpira- covered themfel~es with feveral difguif~s, and .lay concealed. i? wo?ds .or barns; 
orsfeize, and but were foon d1fcovered and thrown mto pnfon. In thetr exammatwns, they 

excct..ted. contradiCted each other ; and the leaders were obliged to make a full confeffion of 
the truth. Fourteen were condemned and executed : Of whom, feven acknow~ 

September, Ieged the crime on their trial; the reft were convicted by evidence. 

THE leffer confpirators being difpatched, mcafures were taken for the trial and 
conviCtiOn of the ~een of Scots; on whofe account, and by whofe concurrence, 
all thefe attempts had been made againfi: the life of tl e OEeen, and the tranquil
lity of the kingdon1. Some of Elizabet11's counfel ors were averfe to this proce
dure ; and thought, that the clof~ confine1nent of a woman, who was become 
very fickly, and who would probably put a fpeeJy end to their anxiety by her natural 
death, might give fufficient f':'curity to the government, without attempting a 
meafure of which there fcarcely remains any example _in hifrory. Leic fier ad-

4 yifed, 
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vifed, tHat Mary fhould be fecretly difpatched by poifon; and he fent a divine to 
convince Walfingham of the lawfulnefs of that aB: ion : But W alfinghan1 de· 
clared his abhorrence of it; and infifted ftill, in conjunEtion with the majo-
rity of the counfellors, for the open trial of the ~1een of Scots. The fituation 
of England, and of the Englilh minifters had, indeed, been hitherto not a little 
dangerous. No fuccdfor of the crown was declared; but the heir of blood, 
to whom the people in general were likely to adhere, was, by education, an ene-
my to the national religion; was, from multiplied injurie~, an enemy to the mi-
nifters and principal nobility : And their perfonal fafety, as well as the fecurity of 
the government, feemed to hang alone on the ~1een's life, who was now feme-
what advanced in years. No wonder, therefore, that Elizabeth's counfellors, 
knowing themfelves to be fo obnoxious to the ~1een of Scots, endeavoured to 
pulh every meafure to extremity againft her ; and were even more anxious than 
the ~een herfelf, to prevent her from ever mounting the throne of England. 

THo' all England was acquainted with the deteCtion of Babington's confpiracy, 
every avenue to the ~een of Scots was fo ftriB:ly guarded, that fhe remained in 
utter ignorance of the whole matter; and it was a great furprize to her, when 
Sir Thomas Gorges, by Elizabeth's orders, informed her, that all her partizans 
were difcovered and arrefted. He chafe the time for giving her this intelligence, 
when fhe was mounted on horfeback to go a hunting; and !he was not permitted 
to return to her former place of abode, but was conducred from one gentleman's 
houfe to another, till lhe was landed in Fotheringhay cafile in the county of 
Northampton, which it was determined to make the laft ftage of her trial and 
fufferings. Her two fecretaries, N au, a Frenchman, and Curie, a Scot, were 
immediately arrefted : All her papers were feized, and fent up to the council : 
Ab~ve fixty different keys to cyphers were difcovered: There were alfo found 
many letters from perfons beyond fea; and feveral too from Englifh noblemen, 
containing expreffions of refpeB: and attachment. The Q9een took no notice of 
this laft difcovery; but the perfon themfelves, knowing_!heir correfpondence to be 
detected, thought that they had no other n1ethod of making atonement for their 
imprudence, than declaring themfelves thenceforth the n1oft inveterate enemies to 
the QEeen of Scots*. 

Chap. V. 
1)86. 

IT was refolved to try Mary, not by the common ftatutes of tre.1fon, but by R;folution to 
the aB: which had paired the former year, with a view to this very event ; and the try the Qgee1 

. f h ..o. • d ·m r..ft· f r bl of Scots. QEeen, m terms o t at a~L, appomte a comm1 10n, con11 mg o 10rty no e-
men and privy·counfcllors, and empowered them to examine and pafs fentence on 
· Mar~ 
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Mary, whon1 {be denominated the late OEeen of Sco·s, and heir to James the 
fifth of Scotland. The commiffioners came to Fotheringhay cafi:le, and fent to 
her Sir Waiter Mildmay, Sir Amias Paulet, and Edward Barker, who delivered 
her a letter fron1 Elizabeth, informing her of the commiffion, and of the ap
proaching trial. Mary received the intelligence without any commotion or afto. 
nifhment. She faid, however, that it feemed ftrange to her, that the ~1een 
fhould command her, as a fubjeet, to fubrnit to a trial and examination before 
fubj PCls : That !he was an abfolute independant princefs, and would yield to no· 
thing which might derogate either from her royal majefty, from the ftate of fo
vereign princes, or from the dignity and rank of her fon : That, however op· 
preffed by misfortunes and calamities, her fpirits were not yet fo much broke, as 
her enemies flattered themfelves; nor would !he, on any account, be acceffary to 
her own degradation and difhonour: That ihe was ignorant of the laws and fta
tutes of England; was utterly deftitute of council; and could not conceive who 
were intitled to be called her peers, or could legally fit as judges on her trial: 
That tho' fhe had lived in England for many years, fhe had lived in captivity; 
and not having received the protection of the laws, fhe could not, merely ey her 
involuntary re!idence in the country, be fuppofed to have fubjeB:ed herfelf to their 
jurifdiB:ion and authority : That notwithftanding the fuperiority of her rank, fhe 
was willing to give an account of her conduCt before an Engli!h Parliament; but 
could not view thefe commiffioners in any other light, than as men appointed to 
juftify, by fome colour of legal proceeding, her condemnation and execution : 
And that fhe warned then1 to look to their confcience and their character, in 
trying an innocent perfon ; and to refleB:, that thefe tranfaCl:ions would fame
where be fubjeet to revifion, and that the theatre of the whole world was 
much wider than the kingdon1 of England. 

The commif- .IN return, the commiffioners fent a new deputation, informing her, that her 
fioners prevail plea, either from her royal dignity or from her imprifonment, could not be ad· 
~nith;~ ~~[ub- n1itted; and that they were empowered to proceed againft her, even tho' 1he 
trial. ihould refufe to appear before then1. Burleigh, the treafurer, and Bromley, the 

chancellor, employed much reafoning to make her fubmit to the trial; but the 
perfon whofe arguments had the chief influence, was Sir Chriftopher Hatton, 
vice-chamberlain. Hi3 fpeech was to this purpofe. " You are accufed, Ma
,, dam,'' faid he, " but not condemned, of having confpired the defiruB:ion of 
'' our Lady and ~een aPointed. You fay, you are a ~1een: But, in fuch a 
'' crime as this, and fuch a fituation as yours, the royal dignity itfelf, neither by 
'' the civil nor canon law, nor by the law f nature or of nations, is exempt 
"" from judgment. If you be innocent, you wrong your reputation in avoiding 

" a trial 
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(' a trial. We have been prefent at your proteil:ations of innocence; but Q8een Chap. V. 
'' Elizabeth thinks otherwife; and is heartily forry for the appearances which 1586• 
" lie againft you. To examine, therefore, your caufe, 1he has appointed corn-
,, miffioners, honourable perfons, prudent and upright men, who are ready to 
'' hear you with equity, and even with favour, and will rejoice if you can cle:1r 
'' yourfelf of the imputations which have been thrown upon you. Believe me, 
'' Madam, the ~een herfelf will rejoice, who affirmed to me at my departure, 
" that nothing which ever befel her, had given her fo much uneafinefs, as that 
" you !hould be fufpeCted of a concurrence in thefe criminal enterprizes. Lay -
" ing afide, therefore, the fruitlefs claim of privilege from your royal dignity, 
" which can now avail you nothing, truft to the better defence of your inno-
" cence, n1ake it appear in an open trial, and leave not upon your memory that 
" ftain of infamy which muft attend your obftinate filence on this occafion *. '' 

Bv this artful fpeech, Mary was perfuaded to appear before the court; and 
thereby gave an appearance of legal procedure to the trial, and prevented thofe 
difficulties, which the commiffioners muft have fallen into, had ilie perfevered in 
maintainiog fo fpecious a plea as that of her fovereign and independant character. 
Her conduct in this particular muit be regarded as the more imprudent, that for
merly, when Elizabeth's commiffioners pretended not to exercife any jurifdiCl:ion 
over her, and only entered into her caufe by her own confent and approbation, 
fhe declined juftifying herfelf, when her honour, which ought to have been clearer 
to her than life, feemed abfolutely to require it. 

ON her firft appearance b~fore the commimoners, Mary, either fenfible of The trial. 
her imprudence, or ftill unwilling to degrade herfelf by fubmitting to a trial, 
renewed her proteftation againft the authority of her judges : The chancellor 
anf we red her by pleading the fupreme authority of the Engl iili laws over. every 
one who refided in England : And the commiffioners accommodated matters, by 
ordering both her proteftation and his anfwer to be recorded. 

THE lawyers of the crown then opened the charge againft the ~een of Scots, 
They proved, by intercepted letters, that 1he had allowed cardinal Alien and 
others to treat her as Q.1een of England ; and that fhe had kept a correfpon
dence with lord Paget and Charles Paget, in a view of engaging the Spaniards 
to invade the kingdom. Mary feemed not a:1xious to clear herfelf from e-ither of 
thefe imputations. She only faid, that 1he could not hinder others from ufing 
what ftyle they pleafed in writing to her; and that it was lawful for her to em.
ploy every expedient for the recovery of her liberty. 

4 I-I AN 
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AN intercepted letter of her's to Mencoza was next produced ; in which f11e pro· 
mifed to transfer to Philip her right to the kingdom of England, if her fon fhoul·d 
refufe to be convtrted to the catholic faith ; an event, fhe faid, of which there 

was no expeCtation, while he remained in the hands of his Scotch fubjeCl::s *. Even 
this . part of the charge, fhe took no pains to deny, or rather fhe feemed to ac
knowlege it. She faid, that !be had no kingdoms to difpofe of; yet was ~t law
ful for her to give at her pleafure what was her own, and fhe was not accountable 
to any for her actions. She added, that fhe had formerly rejected that propofal 

fr01n Spain, but now, fince all her hopes in England were gone, !he was fully 

determined not to refufe foreign affiftance. There was alfo produced evidence 

to prove, that Allen and Parfons were at that very time negotiating by her or
ders in Rome the conditions of transferring her Englifh crown to the King of 

Spain, and of diflnheriting her heretical fon t. 
IT is remarkable, that Mary's prejudices againft her fon were, at this time, 

carried fo far, that fhe had even entered into a confpiracy again it him, had ap
pointed lord Claude Hamilton regent of Scotland, and had infiigated her adhe
rents to feize the King's perfon and deliver him into the hands of the pope or the 
King of Spain; whence he was never to be delivered but on the condition of his 

becoming catholic :1:· 
THE 

* State Trials, vol. 1. p. q8. 
t Carnden, p. c; 2 5: This evidence was that of Cur le, her fecretary, whom ilie allowed to be a 

very honeft man; and who, as well as Nau, had given proofs of his integrity, by keeping fo long 

fuch important fecrets, from whofe difcovery he could have reaped the greateft profit. Mary, after 

all, thought that fhe had fo little reafon to complain of Curie's evidence, that fhe took care to have 

him paid a confiderable fum by her teftament, which ihe wrote the day before her death. Goodah 

vol. I. p. 413. rreither did fhe forget Nau, tho' lefs fatisfied with his conduB:. Id. Ibid. 

:!: The detail of this confpiracy is to be found in a letter of the ~een of Scots to Charles Paget~ 

l1cr great confident. This letter is dated the zoth of May 15 ~6, and is contained in Dr. Forbes's ma

nufcript colleB:ions, at prefent in the poffeilion of lord Royfton. It is a copy attefted by Curie, Mary's 

fecretary, and indorfed by lord Burleigh. What proves its authenticity beyond quefiion is, that we 

find in Murden's ColleB:ion, p. 516, that Mary aB:ually wrote that very day a letter to Charle$ Paget: 

And farther, fhe mentions, in the manufcript letter, a letter of Charles Paget's of the 1oth of April: 

Now we find by Murden, p. so6, that Charles Paget did aCtually write her a letter of that date. 

This violence of fpirit is very confiftent with Mary's charaB:er. Her maternal affeCtion was too weak 

to oppof~ the gratification o!' her paffions, particularly her pride, her ambition, and her bigotry. Her. 

fon, havmg made fome frunlef:> attempts to affociate her with h;m in the title, and having found this 

fcheme impraCticable, on account of the prejudices of his proteftant fubjeCl:s, at ]aft delified from that 

defign, and entered into an alliance with England, without comprehending his mother. She was in 

fuch 
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THE only part of the charge, which Mary pofitively denied, was her concur

rence in the defign of affaffinating ~een Elizabeth: This article indeed was the 
n1ofl: heavy, and the only one, which could fully jufrify the ~een in proceeding 
to extrem"ties againft her. In order to prove the accufation, there were pro
duced the following evidence : Copies taken in fecretary \~h.l fingham's office of 
the intercepted letters between her and Babington, in which her approbation of 
the murder was clearly expreffed ; the evidence of her two fecretad s, N au and 
Curie, who had fworn, without being put to any torture, that !he both received 
thefe letters from Babington, and that they had wrote the anfwers by her order; 
the confeffion of Babington, that he had wrote the letters and received the ~n
fwers :f=; and the confeffion of Ballard and Savage, that Babi11gton had !bowed 
them thefe letters of Mary, wrote in the cypher, which had been fettled between 
them. 

IT is evident, that this feeming complication of evidence refolves itfelf finally 
into the teftimony of the two fecretaries, ;vho alone were acquainted with their 
mifl:refs's concurrence in Babington's confpiracy, and who knew themfelves ex
pofed to all the rigours of imprifonment, torture and death, if they refufed to 
give any evidence, which might be required of them. In the cafe of an ordi ... 

4 H 2 nary 

fuch a rage at this undutiful behaviour, as fhe imagined it, that fhe wrote to OEeen Eliz:tbet11, that 
fhe no longer cared what became of him or her in the world; the greateft fatisfaaion lhe could have 
before her death was to fee him and all his adherents become a fignal example of tyranny, ingratitude 
and impiety, and unde11go the vengeance of God for their wickednefs. She would find in ChrifteP
dom other heirs, and doubted not to put her inheritance in fuch hands as would retain the firmeft hold 
of it. She cared not, after taking this revenge, what became of her body: The quickcft death would 
then be the moft agreeable to her. And lhe aiTured her, that, if he perfevered, fue would difown 
him for her fon, would give him her malediction, would difinherit him, as well ,of his prefent p01Tef-
1ions as of all he could expect by her; abandoning him not only to her fubjects to treat him as they 
had done her, but to all fhangers to fubdue and conquer him. It was in vain to employ me .aces 
againft her: The fear of death or other misfortune would never induce her to make one ftep or pro
nounce one fyllable beyond \\hat fhe had determined : She would rather peri!h with honour, in main
taining the dignity, to which God had raifed her, than degrade herfelf by the leaft pufillanimity, or aa what was unworthy of her ftation and of her race. Murden, p. 566, 567. 

James [aid to Courcelles, the French ambaiTador, that he had feen a letter under her own hand, 
where il1e threatened to difinhetit him, and faid that he might betake him to the lordil1ip of Darnley; 
For that was all he had by his father. Courcelle/ Letter, a MS. of Dr. Camphel's. There is in ]ebb, 
vol. II. p. 573, a letter of her's, where ihe throws out the fame menace againfl: him. 

\Ve find this fcheme of feizing the King of Scots, and delivering him into the hands of the pope or 
the King of Spain, propofed byMorgan to Mary. See Murden, p. 525. 

t StateTrials, vol.!. p. IIJ. 
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nary criminal, this proof, with all its difadvantages, would be efteemed legal, 

and even fatisfactory, if not oppofed by fome other circumftances, which fhake 

the credit of the witndfes: But on the prefent trial, where the abfolute power 

of the profecutor concurred with fuch important interefts and fuch a {hong incli ... 

nation to have the princefs condemned ; the teftimony of two witneffes, even tho' 

men of character, ought to be fupported by very ftrong circumftances, in order 

to remove all fufpicion of tyranny and injuftice. The proof againft Mary, it 

n1uft be confeffed, is not deftitute of this ad vantage ; and it is very difficult, if 

not impoffible, to account for Babington's receiving an anfwer, wrote in her 

name, and in the cypher concerted between them, without allowing, that the matter 

had been communicated to that princefs. Such is the light in which this matter 

appears, even after time has difcovered every thing, which could guide our judg

ment with regard to it: No wonder, therefore, that the ~een of Scots, tmaffiftcd 

by council, and confounded by fo extraordinary a trial, found herfelf incapab:e of 

making a fatisfactory defence before the commiffioners. Her reply conGfted chiefly 

in her own denial : Whatever force may be in that denial was much weakened, 

by her po!ltively affirming, that fhe never had had any correfpondence of any 

kind with Babington; a fact, however, of which there remains not the leaft 

queflion *. She afferted, that as Nau and Ct1rle had taken an oath of fecrecy and 

fidelity to her, their evidtnce againft her ought not to be credited. She confeffed, 

however, that Nau had been in the fervice of her uncle, the cardinal of Lorraine, 

and had been recommended to her by the King of France, as a man in whom 

fhe might fafely confide. She alfo acknowleged Curie to be a very honeft man, 

but fimple, and eafily impofed on by N au. If thefe two men had received any 

letters, or had wrote any anfwers, without her knowlege; the imputation, !he 

faid, could never lie on her. And fhe was the more inclined, fhe added, to enter .. 

tain this fufpicion againft them, that Nau had, in other inftances, been guilty of a 
like 

* The volume of State Papers colleeted by Mr. Mut·den, prove beyond controverfy, that Mary 

was long in clofe correfpondence with Babington, p. 513, 516, s3z, 533· She entertained a like cor

refpondence with Ballard, Morgan, and Charles Paget, and laid a fcheme with them for an infur

rettion, and for the invafion of England by Spain, p. sz8, 531. The fame papers fhow, that there 

had been a difcontinuance of Babington's correfpondence, agreeable to Camden's narration. See State 

Papers. p 5 I 3• where Morgan recommends it to ~een Mary to renew the correfpondence with 

Babington. rl he former letters, which paired between that ~een and Babington, feem to have 

been defrroyed by forne accident. _ Thefe circumfrances prove, that no weight can be laid on Mary's 

denial of guilt, and that her correfpondence with Babington contained particulars, which could not 

lle vowed. 

2 
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like temerity, and had ventured to tranfaCl: bufinefs in her name, without corn• ' Chap. V. 
' 1586. 

n1unicating the matter to her*. 
THE foie circumftance of her defence, which to us may appear to have fome 

force, was her requiring that N au and Cur le Chould be confronteJ with her, and 
affirming 

• There are three fuppofitions, by which the letter to Babington may be accounted for, without 
allowing Mary's concurrence in the confpiracy for amdfinating Elizabeth. The firfi: is, that which fhe 
feems herfelf to have embraced, that her fecretaries had received Babington's letter, and had ventured 
of themfelves to anfwer it, without communicating the matter to her : But it is utterly improbable, 
that a princefs of that fenfe and fpirit would, in an affair of that importance, be fo treated by her fer· 
vants, who lived in the houfe with her, and who had every moment an opportunity of communicating 
the fecret to her. If the confpiracy failed, they mufi expect to fuffer the feverefl: punifhment from the 
court of England; if it fucceeded, the lighteft punifhment, which they could hope for from their 
own miftrefs, mufi be difgrace, on account of their temerity. Not to mention, that Mary's concur
rence was in fome degree requifite for effectuating the defign of her efcape : It was propofed to attack 
her guards, while fhe was employed in hunting: She mufi therefore concert the time and place with 
the confpirators. The fecond fuppofition is, that thefe two fecretaries were prcvioufly traitors; and 
being gained by Walfingham, had made fuch a reply in their miftrefs's cypher, as might involve her 
in the guilt of the confpiracy. But thefe two men had lived long with the ~een of Scots, had been 
entirely trufted by her, and had never fallen under fufpicion either with her or her partizans. Camden 
tells us, that Curle afterwards claimed a reward from Walfingham on pretence of fome promife; but 
W alfingham told him, that he owed him no reward, and that he had made no difcoveries on his exa
mination, which were not known with certainty fi·om other quarters. The third fuppofition is, that 
neither the ~een nor the two fecretaries, Nau and Curle, ever faw Babington's letter, or made any 
anfwer; but that Walfingham, having decyphered the former, forged a reply. But this fuppo:fition 
implies the faltbood of the whole Hory, told by Camden, of Gifford's accefs to the ~een of Scots's 
family, and Paulet's refufal to concur in allowing his fervants to be bribed. Not to mention, that as 
Nau's and Curie's evidence mufi, on this fuppofition, have been extorted by violence and terror, they 
would neceifarily have been engaged, for their own jufiification, to have told the truth afterwards; 
efpecially upon the accefiion of James. But Camden informs us, that Nau, even after that event> 
per:fified frill in his teftimony. 

We muft alfo confider, that the two laft fuppofitions imply fuch a monfirous criminal conduct in 
Walfingham, and confequently in Elizabeth (for the matter could be no fecret to her) as exceeds all 
credibility. If we confider the fituation of things and the prejudices of the times, Mary's confent to 
Babington's confpiracy appears much more natural and probable. She believed Elizabeth to be an 
ufurper and a heretic : She regarded her as a perfonal and a violent enemy : She knew that fchemes 
of aifafiinating heretics were very familiar in that age, and generally approved of by the zealous ea. 
tholics : Her own liberty and fovereignty were conneCted with the fuccefs of this enterprize: And 
it cannot <' ppear ftrange, that where men of fo much merit as Babington could be engaged, by 
bigotry alone, in fo criminal an enterprize, Mary, who was attuated by the fame motive, joined to fo 
many others, fhould have given her confent to a fcheme projeCted by her friends. We may be previ
oufly certain, that, if fuch a fcheme was ever communicated to her, with any probability of fuccefs, 
fue W0\1ld aJTent to it: And it ferved the purpofe of ¥lalfingham and the Englith miniihy to facilitate 

the 
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affirming that they never would to her face perfift in their evidence. But that de
mand, however equitable, was not fupported by law in trials of high treafon, and 
was often refufed even in other trials where the crown was profecutor. The claufe, 
contained in an act of the 13th of the ~een, was a novelty; that the fpecies of 
trearon there enumerated muft be proved by two witneffes, confronted with the 
criminal*. But Mary was not tried upon that aet; and the minifters and crown 
lawyers of this reign were always fure to refufe every indulgence beyond what the 
ftricr letter of the law and the fettled praCtice of the courts of juftice required 
of them. Not to mention, that thefe fecretaries were not probably at Fotherin
gay during the time of the trial, and could not, upon Mary's demand, be pro
duced by the commiffioners t. 

THERE 

the communication of thefe fchemes, as foon as they had got an expe:Iie:1t for intercepting her anfwer, 
and detecting the confpiracy. Now Waliingham's knowlcge of the matter is a fuppoiition neceifary 
to account for the letter delivered to Babington. 

As to the not puni!hing of N au and Curie by Elizabeth, it never is the practice to puniih le!I'er 
criminals, who had given evidence againft the principal. 

But what fhould induce us to reject thefe three fuppofitions, is, that they muft, all of them, be con
fidered as bare poffibilities : The partizans of Mary can give no reafon for preferring one to the other : 
Not the flighteft evidence ever appeared to fupport any one of them: Teither at that time, nor at any 
time after, was any reafon difcovered, by the numerous zealots at home and abroad who had embraced 
lVTary's defence, to lead us to the belief of any of thefe three fuppoiitions; and even her apologifts at 
prefent feem not to have fixed on any choice among thefe fuppofed poffibilities. The pofitive proof 
-of two credible witneifes, fupported by the other very firong circumftances, Hill remains unimpeached. 
Babington, who had an extreme intereft to have communication with the ~een of Scots, believed he 
had found a means of correfpondence with her, and had received an anfwer from her: He, as well as 
the other confpirators, died in that belief: There has not occurred, :i!nce that time, the leaft ai·gument 
to prove they were mifiaken : Can there be any reafon at prefent to doubt of the truth of their opinion? 
Camden, tho' a profeft apologift for l\1ary, is conftrained to tell the il:ory in fuch a manner as evident_ly 
fuppofes her guilt. Such was the impoffibility of finding any other coniiftent account, even by a man 
of parts, who was a cot.temporary ! 

In this light might the queftion haYe appeared eYen daring Mary's triaL But what now puts her 
guilt beyond all controverfy is the following paffage of her letter to Thomas Morgan, dated the 27th 
of July I sS6. " As to Bz. bington, he hath both kindly and honeftly offered himfelf and all his 
"' mear.s to be employed any way I would. Whereupon I hope to have fatisfied him by two of my 
'' fcverallctters, fir;.ce I had his ; and the rather, for that I opened him the way, whereby I received 
" his with your aforefaid.'' Murden, p. 5 33· Babington confeifed, that he had offered her to af
faffinate the QEeen : It appears by this, that !he had accepted the olfer : So that all the fuppoiitions of 
Y\' alfingham's forgery, or her fecrctary's temerity or treachery, fall to the ground. 

* The law of 5 & 6 of Edward V I. cap. 1 J. which required the confrontation of two witneifes for 
.a11 fpecies of treafon was repealed in the firfl: of Mary. 

t ~een Elizabeth was willing to have allowed Curie and Nau to be produced in the trial, and 
:ri"ites to that purpofe, to Burleigh and Waliingham, in her letter of the 7th of Oetober in Forbes's 

MS. col-
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THERE paff'ed two incident's in this trial, which may be worth obferving. A Cl a~,· Y. 
letter between Mary and_Babington was read, in which mention was made of the 1 

)b
6· 

earl of Arundel and his brothers : On hearing their names fhe broke into a 
figh, " Alas," faid fhe, " what has that noble houfe of the Howards fufft red 
" for my fake!" She affirmed, with regard to the fame letter, that it was eafy 
to forge the hand-writing and cypher of another; fhe was afraid, that this was 
toJJ familiar a practice with Walfingham, who, fhe alfo he rd, had frequently prac-

. tifed both againft her life and her fon's. W alfingham, \.Yho was one of the com
n1iffioners, rofe up when he heard this accufation. He protcfied, that in his private 
capacity, he had never aB:ed any thing againft the ~een of Scots: In his pub
lic capacity, he owned, that his concern for his fovereign's fafety had made 
him very diligent in fearching out, by every expedient, all defigns againft her 
facred perfon or her authority. For attaining that end, he would not only 
make ufe of the affiftance of Ballard or any other confpirator : l-Ie would alfo 
reward them for betraying their companions. But if he had tampered in ali1y 
manner, unworthy of his character and office, why did none of the late criminals 
either at their trial or execution, accufe him of fuch practices ? Mary endea
voured to pacify him by faying that fhe fpoke from information ; and ihe begged 
him, that he would thenceforth give no more credit to fuch as flandered her, 
than ihe would to fuch as accufed him. The great character indeed, which Sir 
Francis Walfingham bears for probity and honour, fhould remove from him all 
fufpicion of fuch bafe arts as forgery and fubornation; arts, which even the m oft 
corrupt minifters in the m oft corrupt times would fcruple to employ. 

HAVING finifhed the trial, the commiffioners adjourned from Fptheringay, 
25

th oaobe~. 
and met in the Star-Chamber at London; where, after taking the oaths of 
Mary's two fecretaries, who, voluntarily, without hope or reward, vouched the 
authenticity of thofe letters before produced, they pronounced fentence of death 
upon the nuL en of Scots, and confirmed it by their feals and fubfcriptions. The S t · . ~ 

en ence a-fame day, a declaration was publifhed by the commiffioners and the judges, gainfi Mary 
" that the fentence did no way derogate from the title and honour of J ames, 
" King of Scotland ; but that he was in the fame place, degree, and right, as if 
~' the fentence had never been pronounced*." 

THE ~een had now brought her affairs with Mary to that fituation, which 
fhe had long ardently defired; and had found a plaufible reafon for executing 
vengeance on a competitor, whom, from the beginning of her reign, lhe had 

ever 
MS. colleCtions. She only fays, that fhe thinks it needlefs, tho' 1he was willing to agree to it. The 
not confronting the witne!fes was not the refult of defign, but the praCtice of the age. 

• Camden1 _ p. sz6. 



oo8 HISTORY oF ENGLAND. 

Chap V. ~ever equally dreaded and hated. But fhe was reftrained from gratifying inftantly 

15.8
6• her refentment, by feveral important confiderations. She forefaw the invidious 

colours in which this example of uncommon jurifdiction would be reprefented by 

the numerous partizans of Mary, and the reproach, to which fhe herfelf might 

be expo fed with all foreign princes, perhaps with all pofterity. The rights of 

hofpitality, of kindred, and of royal majefty, feemed in one fignal in fi-ance to 

be all violated ; and this facrifice of generofity to intereft, of clemency to re

venge, might appear equally unbecoming a fovereign and a woman. Elizabeth, 

therefore, who was an excellent hypocrite, pretended the utmoft reluctance to 

proceed to the execution of the fentence, affeB:ed the moft tender fympathy with 

her prifoner, difplayed all her fcruples and objeCtions, rejected the follicitation of 

her courtiers and minift:ers, and affirmed, that, were 1he not moved by the deepeft 

concern for her people's fafety, fhe would not hefitate a moment in pardoning all 

the injuries, which fhe herfelf had received from the ~een of Scots. 

THAT the voice of her people n1ight be more audibly heard in the demand of 

z9th OC\:ober.juftice upon Mary, fhe fummoned a new Parliament; and 1he knew, both from 

the ufuai difpofitions of that affembly, and from the influence of her minifters 

over them, that fhe fhould not want the moft earneft follicitation to confent to 

that meafure, which was fo agreeable to her fecret inclinations. She opened not 

this affembly in perfon, but appointed for that purpofe three commiffioners, the 

chancellor Bromley, the treafurer Burleigh, and the earl of Derby. The reafon 

affigned for this meafure, was, that the ~1een, forefeeing that the affair of the~een 

of Scots would be tried in Parliamenr, found her tendernefs and delicacy fo much 

hurt by that melancholy incident, that fhe had not the courage to be preferrt while 

it was under deliberation, but withdrew her eyes from what lhe could not behold 

without the utmoft reluctance and uneafinefs. She was alfo willing, that, by this 

unufual caution, the people fhould fee the danger, to which her perfon was hourly 

expofed ; and fhould thence be more ftrongly incited to take vengeance on the 

criminal, whofe reftlefs intrigues and bloody confpiracies had fo long expofed 

her to the moft imminent perils*. 

THE Parliament anfwered the ~een's expectations : The fentence againft 

Mary was unanimouOy ratified by both houfes; and an application was agreed 

on to obta~n Elizabeth's confent to its publication and execution t. She gave 

thci11 an anfwer ambiguous, embarraffed ; full of real artifice, and feeming irre

folution. She mentioned the extreme danger to which her life was continually 

expofed ; !he declared her willingnefs to die, did fhe not forefee the great cala-

mities, 

• :6, Ew~, P· 375· t Ibid. p. 379· 
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tnities, which woutd thence fall upon the nation ; fhe made profeffions of the 
greateft tendernefs to her people; fhe difplayed the clemency of her temper, and 
expreffed her violent reluCtance to proceed to extremity againft her unhappy 
l·infwoman; flJe affirmed, that the late law, by which that princefs was tried, fo 
far from being made to enfnare her, was only intended to give her warning be
forehand, not to engage in fuch attempts, as might expofe her to the penalties, 
with which !he \Vas :hus openly menaced; and !he begged them to think once again:t 
whether it was poffible to find any other expedient befides the death of the QEeen 
of Scots for fecuring the public tranquillity*. The Parliament, in obedience to 
her commands, took the affair again under deliberation ; but could find no 
other poffible expecient. They reiterated their follicitations and entreaties and 
arguments : They even remonftrated, that mercy to the ~een of Scots was 
cruelty to them, her fubjeB:s and children: And they affirmed, that it were injuf
tice to deny execution of the law to any individual; much more, to the whole bo-. 
dy of the people, now unanimoufly and earneftly fuing for this pledge of her paren
tal care and tendernefs. This fecond addrefs fet the pretended doubts and fcruples 
of Elizabeth anew in agitation : She complained of her own unfortunate fitua
tion; expreifed her uneafinefs from their importunity; renewed the profeffions of 
affection to her people ; and difmiifed the committee of Parliament in an uncer-
tainty, what, after all this deliberation, might be her final refolution -f. ~ 

4! BuT 
* D'Ewe;, p. 402, 4-0 3. 

t This Parliament granted the Q!een a fupply of a fubfidy and two fifteenths. They ad
journed, and met again after the execution of the Queen of Scots; \\hen there p<dTed feme remark-
2~1e incidents, which it may be proper not to omit. We fhall give them in the words of Sir Simoa 
D'Ewcs, p. 410, 41 r, which are almofr wholly tranfcribed from Townfend's Journal. On Monday 
the 27th of February, M·. Cope, firfr ufing fame fpeeches touching the neceility of a l~arned minifhy 
and the a11endment of things amifs in the ecclefiaftical eftate, offered to the houfe a bill anJ a book 
'wr'ttcn; the ill ontai i1g a petition, that .it might be rnaB:ed, that all laws now in force tOt~~'h in?. 

eel fiaHic<tl government fhould be void : And that it might be enaCl.ed that that book of commoa 
rrayer now oftered, and none other, might be receive into the church to be ufed. The book con-
ained the form of prayer and adminifrration of the facl'aments, with di\'ers 1ites and ceremonies ~o h.! 

uicd in the church; and l~e defired that the bool,.. might be read. \Vhereupon Mr. Spe:::ker in £·ed ufed 
this fpeech: For that her majefty before this time had commanded the houfc not to meddle with thi> 
matter, and that her majclly had promifed to take order in thofe c~ufes, he doubted not but to t1 e 
good f.1.ti~faCl.ion of all :1n people, he dcfircd that it \Vould pleafc them tu fJJare t:1e reading of it. 

rotw~thftanding, the hocfe deiired the reading of it. \ hereupon Mr. Spea :er defiled the clerk ltJ 
reacl. And the court bcirg ready to read it, Mr. Dalton made a motion againfi: the reading of it; £.1y ... 
ing, tha it \Yas not meet to be read, and it did appoint a new form of a 1miniftration of the 1acra
n1ents and ceremonies of the church, to the difcredit of the cook of con.mon prayer and of the v.;IJ01e 
ftat~; and thought that this dealing would bring her ma.jei y's indignation againft the houie, thus to 
enterpri~e this dealing with thofe things which her majefry efpecially had taken into her own c:harge 

· and 



6to HISTORY oF ENGLAND. 

BuT tho' the QEeen affeB:ed reluctance to execute the fentence againft Mary, 

1he complied with the Parliament's requeft to publiih it; and the proclamation 

feemed 

and direClion. Whereupon Mr. Lewkenor fpake, !hewing the neceffity of preaching and of a learned 

minifl:ry, and thought it very fit that the petition and book ihould be read. To this purpofe fpake 

Mr. Hurlefton and Mr. Bainbrigg; and fo, the time being pa1Ted, the houfe broke up, and the petition 

nor book read. This done, her Majefty fent to Mr. Speaker, as well for this petition and book, as 

for that other petition and book for the like effeCl, that was delivered the laft feffion of Parliament, 

which Mr. Speaker fent to her majefi:y. On Tuefday the 28th of February, her Maje!J:y fent for Mr. 

Speaker, by occafion whereof the houfe did not fit. On Wednefday the firfi: day of March, Mr. Went· 

worth delivered to Mr. Speaker certain articles, which contained queftions touching the liberties of the 

houfe, and to fome of which he was to anfwer, and deiired they might be read. Mr. Speaker defired 

him to fpare his motion, until her Majefi:y's pleafure was farther known touching the petition and 

book lately delivered into the houfe; but Mr. Wentworth would not be fo fatis.fied, but required his 

articles might be read. Mr. Wentworth introduced his queries by lamenting, that he as well as many 

others were deterred fi·om fpeaking by their want of knowlege and experience in the liberties of the 

houfe; and the queries were as follows : Whether this counci~ were not a place for any member of the 

fame here affembled, freely and without controulment of any perfon or danger of laws, by bill or 

fpeech to utter any of the griefs of this commonwealth whatfoever touching the fervice of God, the 

fafety of the prince and this noble realm? Whether that great honour may be done unto God, and 

benefit and fervice unto the prince and ftate, withoet free fpeech in this council that may be done 

with it r Whether there be any council which can make, add, or diminifh from the laws of the reahn 

but only this council of Parliament ( Whether it be not againft the orders of this council to make any 

fecret or matter of weight, which is here in hand known to the prince or any other, concerning the 

high fervice of God, prince or ftate, without the confent of the houfe? Whether the fpeaker or 

any other may interrupt any member of this council in his fpeech ufed in this houfe tending to any of 

the forenamed fervices ? Whether the fpeaker may rife when he wiH, any matter being propounded, 

without confent of the houfe or not ? Whether the fpeaker may over-rule the houfe in any matter or 

caufe there in queftion, or whether he is to be ruled or over-ruled in any matter or not? Whether 

the prince and ftate can continue, and ftand, and be maintained without this council of Parliament, not 

altering the government of the fi:ate ? At the end of thefe queftions, fays Sir Simon D'Ewes, I found 

fet down this fh01t note or memorial enfuing : By which it may be perceived, both what fe1jeant Pnc· 

kering, the fpeaker, did with the faid queftions after he had received them, and what became alfo af 

this bufinefs, viz. " Thefc quefi:ions Mr. Puckering pocketed up and fhewed Sir Thomas Heneage, 

" who fo- handled the matte.r, that Mr. \Ventworth went to the Tower, and the quefi:ions not at all 

'" moved. Mr. Buckler of Efiex .lterein brake his faith in forfaking the matter, &c. and no more was 

" done." After fetting down, continues Sir Simon D'Ewes, the faid bufinefs of Mr. Wentworth in 

the original journal book, there follows only this fuort concluiion of the day itfelf, viz. " This day, 

., Mr. Speaker being fent for to the OEeen's majefty, the houfe departed." On Thurfday, the ftcond of 

March, Mr. Cope, Mr. Lewkenor, Mr. Hurlfton, and Mr. Bainbrigg were fent for to my lord chan· 

cellor and by divers of the privy cmmcil, and from thence were fent to the Tower. (!)ri Saturday, the. 

fourth day of March, Sir John Higham matie a motion to this houfe, for that divers good and neceilary 

members thereof were taken from them, that it would pleafe them to be humble petitioners to her

majefry for the refi:itution of them again to the houfe. To which fpeeches Mr. vice-chamberlain an

j;H:rcd. tha ... if •he gentlemen were committed for matter within the compafs of the privilege of this. 

boufe_. 
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feemed to be attended with the unanimous and hearty rejoicings of the people. 
The lord Buckhurft, and Beale, clerk to the council, were fent to the ~1een of 
Scots, and notified to her the fentence--pronounced againft her, its ratification by 
Parliament, and the earneft applications made for its execution by that affembly, 
who thought, that their religion could never, while fhe was alive, attain a full 
fettlement and fecurity. Mary was no way difmayed at this intelligence: On the 
contrary, fhe joyfully laid hold of the laft circumftance mentioned to her; and 
infifted, that fince her death was demanded by the proteftants for the eftablifu
ment of their faith, !he was really a martyr to her religion, and was intitled to 
all the merits, attending that glorious charaCter. She added, that the Engli!h 
had often imbrued their hands in the blood of their fovereigns: No wonder, 
they exercifed cruelty towards her, who derived her defcent from thefe monarchs*. 
Paulet, her keeper, received orders to take down her canopy, and to ferve her 
no longer with that refpeet, due to fovereign princes. He told her, that fhe 
was now to be confidered as a dead perfon; and incapable of any dignity t. 
This infult fhe received without any feeming emotion. She only replied, that 
fhe received her royal charaCter from the hands of the Almighty, and no earthly 
power was ever able to bereave her of it. 

THE Queen of Scots wrote her laft letter to Elizabeth; full of dignity, with
out departing from that fpirit of meeknefs and of charity, which appeared fuit· 
able to this concluding fcene of her unfortunate life. She preferred no petition 

4 I 2 for 

houfe, then there might i'Je a petition ; but if not, then we ihould give occafion to her majeil:y's farther 
difpleafure: And therefore advifed to fray until they heard more, which could not be long : And 
farther, he faid touching the book and the petition, her majefty had for diverfe good caufes, beft known 
to herfelf, thought fit to fupprefs the fame, without any farther examination thereof; and yet thought 
it very unfit for her majefty to give any account of her doings.- But whatfoever Mr. vice-chamber
lain pretended, it is moft probable tl1efe members were committed for intermeddling with matters touch
ing the church, which her majefty had often inhibited, and which had caufed fo much difputation and 
fo many meetings between the two houfes the laft Parliament." 

Chap. V, 
1586. 

This is all we find of the matter in Sir Simon D'Ewes and Townfend; and it appears that thofe mem
bers, who had been committed, were detained in cuftody till the ~een thought fit to releafe them. 
Thefe queftions of Mr. Wentworth are curious; becaufe they contain the firft faint dawnings of the 
prefent Jlngliih conftitution; tho' fuddenly eclipfed by the arbitrary government of Elizabeth. Went· 
worth was indeed, by his puritanifm, as well as his love of liberty (for thefe two charaB:ers-, of fuch " 
unequal merit, arofe and advanced together) the true forerunner of the Hambdens, the Pyms, and the 
Hollifes, who, in the next age, with lefs courage, becaufe with lefs danger, rendered their principles 
fo triumphant. I ihall only aik, whether it be not fufficientiy clear from all thefe tranfaetions, that in 
the two fucceeding reigns it was the people who encroached upon the fovcreign; not the fovereign 
who attempted, as is pretended, to ufurp upon the people ? 

• Camden, p. s 28. t Jebb, vol. H. p. 293· 
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for averting the fatal fentence: On the contrary, fhe expreiTed her gratitude to 
heaven for thus bringing to a ft eedy period her fad and lamentable pilgrimage. 
She requef1ed fome favours of Elizabeth, and entreated her, that ihe might be 

beholden for them to her own goodnefs alone, without making applications to 

thofe minifters, who had difcovered fuch an extreme antipathy to her perfon 
and her religion. She defired, that, after her enemies lhould be fatiatcd with 

her innocent b1ood, her body, which, it was determined, fhould never enjoy 

reft, while her foul was united to it, might be configned to her fervants, and be 

conveyed by them into France-, there to repofe in a catholic land, with the fa· 

cred relicts of her mother. In Scotland, fhe faid, the fepulchres of her anceftors 
were violated, and the churches either demolifhed or profaned ; and in England, 

where fhe might be interred among the antient kings, her own and Elizabeth's 

progenitors, !he could entertain no hopes of being accompanied to the grave with 

thofe rites and ceremonies, which her religion required. She defired that no 

cne might have the power of infliCting a private death upon her, without Eliza

beth's know lege; but that her execution iliould be public, and attended with 

her antient fervants, who might bear teftimony of her perfeverance in the faith, 
and of her fubmifiion to the will of heaven. She begged, that thefe fervants 

might afterwards be allowed to depart whither they -pleafed, and might enjoy 

thofe legacies which fhe fhould leave them. And fhe conjured her to grant thefe 

favours, by their near kindred, by the foul and memory of Henry the feventh, 
the common anceftor of both, and by the royal dignity of which they equally 

participated*. Elizabeth made no anfwer to this letter; being unwilling to give 

Mary a refufal in her prefent fituation, and forefeeing inconveniencies from grant· 

ing fome of her requefl:s. 

WHILE the ~1een of Scots thus prepared herfelf to meet her fate, great 
efforts were made by foreign powers with Elizabeth to prevent the execution of 
the fentence, pronounced againft her. Befides employing L' Aubefpine, the 
French refident at London, a man devoted to the houfe of Guife, Henry fent 

over Bellievre, with a profeffed intention of interceding for the life of Mary. 

'I'he duke of Guife and the league, at that time, threatened very nearly the 

King's authority; and Elizabeth knew, that, tho' that monarch might, from 
decency and policy, think himfelf obliged to interpofe publicly in behalf of the 

~1een of Scots, he could not fecretly be much difpleafed with the death of a 

pr!ncefs, on whofe fortune and elevation his mortal enemies had always founded 

fo many daring and ambitious projects t. It is even pretended, that Bellievre 
had 

* Camden, p. 529. Jcbl9, vol. II. p. 295. t Ibid. p. 49+. 
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liad orders, after making public and vehement remonfl:rances againft the exe
cution of Mary, to exhort privately the ~Ieen, in his mafter's name, not .to 
defer an act of jufrice, fo neceffary for their common int rdls *. But whether 
the French King's interceffion was fincere or not, it had no weight with the 
~1een; and fhe ftill perfiil:ed in her former refolution. 

Ch::p. ,,.. 
15s6. 

THE interpofition of the young King of Scots, tho' it was not able to chancre Interpoiition 

Elizabeth's determination-, feemed, on every account, to merit more atte~- ofKingJa:nes 

tion. So foon as James heard of the trial and condemnation cf his mother, 
he fent \Villiam Keith, gentleman of his bed chamber, to London; and wrote 
a letter to the ~een, in which he remonil:rated, in very fevere terms, againft the 
indignity of the procedure. He faid, that he was afl:oni:fhed to hear of the prc· 
fumption of Englifh noblemen and councellors, who had dared to fit in judg-
n1ent and pafs fentence upon a Queen of Scotland, defcenc1ed from the royal 
blood of England ; but was ftill more aftonifl1ed to hear, that thoughts were 
feriouny entertained of putting that fentence in execution: That he entreated 
Elizabeth to reflect on the difhonour, which fhe would draw on her name, by 
embruing her hands in the blood of her near kinfwoman, a perfon of the fame 
royal dignity and the fame fex with herfelf: That in this unparalelled attempt, 
1l1e offered an affront to all diadems, and even to her own ; and by reducing fo-
vereigns to a level with other men, taught the people to negleCt all duty towards 
thofe whom Providence had appointed to rule over them : That for his part, he 
muft efteem the injury and infult fo enormous, as to be incapable of aJI attone-
ment; nor was it pofllble for him thenceforth to remain on any terms of corre-
fpondence with a perfon, who, without any pretence of legal authority, had de-
liberately infliCted an ignominious death upon his parent: And that even if the 
fentiments of nature and duty did not infpire him with this purpofe of venge-
ance, his own honour required it of him; nor could he ever acquit himfelf it 
the eyes of the world, if he did not ufe every effort, and endure every hazard, 
to revenge fo great an indignity t. Soon after, J ames fent the ma!l:cr of Gray 
and ir 1 obert l\t1elvil to enforce tl-:e remonfirances of Keith ; and to employ 
with the ~een every expedient of argument and menaces. Elizabeth was at firft 
offended with the fr1arpnefs of thefe applications; and {he replied ir1 a like !train 
to the Scotch ambaff.1dors. When fhe afterwards refleCted, that this earneilnc!s 
was no more than what duty required of James, fhe was pacified; but retained 
fiill her refolution of proceeding to extremities againft l\1ary :f:. It is belie Ted, 
that the m after of Gray, gained by the enemies of that princefs, gave fecretly 
hi advice not to frare her, and undertook at all adventures to pacify his mafier. 

Th~· 

~ Du Maurier. t Spot!\vood, p. 351, t Ibid. p. 35 3• 
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The ~een alfo, from many circumftances, was induced to pay fmall aft.enttotl 
to the applications of J ames, and to difregard all the efforts, which he could ern
ploy in behalf of his 1nother. She was well acquainted with his charaCter and 
interefts, the faCtions which prev~iled among his people, and the inveterate 
hatred, which the zealous protefiants, particularly the preachers, bore to the 
Qyeen of Scots. The prefent incidents put thefe difpoGtions of the clergy in a 
full light. J ames, obferving the fixed purpofe of ElizabP-th, ordered prayers to be 
offered up for his mother in all the churche~ ; and knowing the captious humour of 
the ecclefiartics, he took care that the form of the pedtion fhould be mofr cau
tious, as well as humane and charitable : " That it might pleafe God to illumi
'' nate Mary with the light of his truth, and fave her from the apparent danger 
'' with which lhe was threatened." But excepting the King's own chaplains, and 
one clergyman more, all the preachers refufed to pollute their churches by pray. 
ers for a papift, and would not fo much as prefer a petition for her converfion. 
J ames, unwilling or unable to puni!h this difobedience, and defirous of giving 
the preachers an opportunity of amending their fault, appointed a new day when 
prayers fhould be faid for his mother; and that he might at leafr fecure himfelf 
from any infult in his own prefence, he defired the archbi!hop of St. Andrews to 

preach before him. In order to difappoint this purpofe, the clergy infiigated 
one Couper, a young man, who had not yet received holy orders, to take pof· 
feffion of the pulpit early in the morning, and to exclude the prelate. When 
the King came to church, and faw the pulpit occupied by Couper, he C[tL 

led to him from his feat, and told him, that the place was deftined for another; 
yet fince he was there, if he would obey the charge given, and remember the 
~een in his prayers, he might proceed to divine fervice. The preacher replied, 
that he would do as the fpirit of God fhould direct: him. This anfwer fuffi
ciently inftruB:ed J ames in his purpofe; and he commanded him to leave the 
pulpit: As Couper feemed not difpofed to obey, the captain of the guard went 
to pull him from his pLtce ; upor which the young man cried aloud, that this 
day would be a witnefs againfi: the King in the great day of the Lord ; and he 
denounced a woe upon the inhabitants of Edinburgh for permitting him to be 
treated in that manner*. The audience at firft appeared defirous to take part 
with him ; but the fermon of the prelate brought them over to a more dutiful 
and more humane difpofition. 

ELIZABETH, when follicited, either by James or by foreign princes, to pardon 
the Q.Eeen of Scots, feemed always determined to proceed to extremities againft 
her: But when her minifters urged her to interpofe no more delays in the execu. 

tion, 

"' Spotfwood, p. 3 54.' 
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tion, her fcruples and her hefitation returned ; her humanity could not allow her Chap. V. 

to embrace fuch violent and fanguinary meafures; and fhe was touched with corn- 15go• 
paffion for the misfortunes, and with refpetl: for the dignity of the unhappy pri-
1oner. The courtiers, fenfi ble that they could do nothing more acceptable to her, 
than to employ perfuafion on this head, faile-d not to enforce every motive for 
the punifhment of the ~een of Scots, and to combat all the objections urged 
againft that act of jufl:ice. They faid, that the treatment of that princefs in Reafons for 

England had been, on her firfl reception, fuch as found reafon and policy re- the execution 

quired ; and if fhe had been governed JY principles of equity, fhe would not of Mary 
have refufed willingly to acquiefce in it: That the obvious inconveniencies, either 
of allowing her to retire into France, or of reftoring her by force to her throne, 
in oppoGtion to the protefl:ants, and the Englifh party in Scotland, had obliged the 
Q_Jeen to detain her in England, till time :hould offer fome opportunity of ferving 
her, without danger to the kingdom, or to the protefiant religion : That her ufage 
had there been fuch as became her rank; her own fervants, in confiderable numbers, 
had been permitted to attend her; exercife had been allowed her for her health, 
and all accefs of company for amufement; and thefe indu1gencies would, in time, 
have been carried farther, if by her fubfequent conduct !he had appeared worthy 
of them: That after fhe had inftigated the rebellion of Northumberland, the 
confpiracy of Norfolk, the bull of excommunication of pope Pi us, an invafion 
from Flanders; after ihe had feduced the ~een's friends, and incited every ene-
my, foreign or domeftic, againfl: her; it became necelfary to treat her as a moft 
dangerous rival, and to render her confinement more ftrifr and rigorous: 1'hat 
the ~een, notwithfl:anding thefe repeated provocations, had, in her favour, re-
jetted the importunity of her Parliaments, and the advice of her fagefl: mini-
fters *; and was frill, in hopes of her amendment, determined to delay coming 
to the lafl: extremity ag 1infi: her : That Mary, even in this foriorn condition, 
retained fo high and unconquerable a fpirit, that fhe acted as con1peti tor to the 
crown, and allowed her partizans every ¥~here, and in their very letters, addreff-
ed to herfelf, to treat her as ~een of England : That !he had carried her animo-
fity fo far as to encourage the atl ocious defign of affaffinating the ~een ; and 
this crime was unquefl:ionably proved up)n her, by her own letters, by the evL 
dence of her fecretaries, and by the dying confeffion of her accomplices · That fl1e 
was but a titular ~een, and at prefent poffeffed no where any right of fove-
reignty ; much 1efs in England, where every one was fubjecr to the laws, and to 
Elizabeth, the o. ly true fovereign : That even allowing her to be frill the 
~een's equal in rank and dignity, felf-defence was permitted by a law of natute, 

which 

• Digges, p. 276. Strype, vo:. II. p. 48, I 3 ), I 36, I 3g; 
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which could never be abrogated ; and every one, frill more a Queen, had fuffi.

cient jurifdiEtion over an enemy, who by open violence, and frill more, who by 

fecret treachery, threatned the utmoft danger againft her life: That the general 

combination of the catholics to exterminate the proteft.1nts, was no longer a fe· 

cret ; and as the fole refource of the latter perfecuted feet lay in Elizabeth, fo 

the chief hope which the former entertained of final fuccefs, confifted in the per

fon, and in the title of the Queen of Scots: That this very circumftance brought 

matters to extremity between thefe princeffes, and rendering the life of the one 

the death of the other, pointed out to Elizabeth the path, which either regard to 

felf-prefervation, or to the happinefs of her people, fhould direct her to follow: 

And that neceffity, more powerful than policy, thus demanded of the ~Ieen, 

that refolution which equity would authorize, and which duty prefcribed *. 

WHEN Elizabeth thought that as many importunities had been ufed, and as 

much delay interpofed, as decency required, fhe was at laft determined to carry 

the fentence into execution : But even in this lafl: refolution !he could not proceed 

without difplaying a new fcene of duplicity and artifice. In order to alarm the 

vu'gar, rumours were previouOy difperfed, that the Spani!h fleet was arrived in 

1 ilford Haven ; that the Scots had made an irruption into England ; that the 

{iuke of Guife was landed in Suifex with a firong army; that the OEeen of Scots 

was efcaped from prifon, and had raifed an army; that the northern counties 

lud begun an infurreCl:ion ; that there was a new confpiracy on foot to a!Hiffinate 

the ~een, and fet the city of London on fire; nay, that the Q9een was aCtually 

affaffinated t. A criminal attempt of this nature was even imputed to L' Aubef

pine, the French ambaffador ; and that minifier was obliged to leave the king

dom. 'fhe ~een, affecting to be in great terror and perplexity, was obferved 

to fit n1uch alone, penfive and filent, and fometimes to mutter to herfelf half fen

tences, importing the difficulty and dif1:refs to w hi eh ilie was reduced :f:. She at 

l1fl: called Davifon, a man of p:1rts, but eafy to be impofed on, and who had 

lHely, for that very reafon, been n1ade fecretary; and !he ordered him, to draw 

out fecretly a warrant for the execution of the QEeen of Scots; which, fhe after

wards faid, fhe intended to keep by her, in cafe any attempt fhould be made for 

the delivery of that princefs. She figned the warrant; and then commanded Da

vifon to carry it to the chancellor, in order to have the feal affixed to it. Next day: 

ihe fent Killigrew to Davifon, enjoining him to forbear fame time executing her 

former orders; and when Davifon came and told her, that the warrant had already 

pafied the feals, fhe feemed to be fomewhat moved, and blamed him for his preci

pitation. Davifon, being in fome perplexity, acquainted the council with this 
whole 

~ Camden, p. 533· t Ibid. :1: Ibid. p. 5 34• 
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whole tranfaetion; and they endeavoured to perfuade hin1 to fend off Beale, clerk Cl.ap . ... 

of the council, with the warrant: If the Qgeen 1hould be difpleafed, they pro.. 158i· 
mifed to jufl:ify his conduct, and to take on themfelves the whole blame of this 
meafure 11· The fecretary, not perceiving their intention, complied with the ad-
vice; and the warrant was difpatched to the earls of Shrewfbury and Kent, and 
fome others, ordering them to fee the fentence executed upon the ~een of Scots. 

THE two earls came to Fotheringhay; and being introduced to Mary, inform- 7 th February 

ed her of their commiffion, and ~told her to prepare for death next morning at Th 
eight o'clock_. She was no-wife difmayed, tho' fomewhat furprized, with the in- tio;. execu

telligence. She faid, witli a chearful, and even a fmiling countenance, that Ihe 
did not think the ~1een, her fifter, would have confented to her death, or have 
executed th~ fentence againft a perfon who was not fubjeCl: to the laws and ju-
rifdiCl:ion of England. '' But as fuch is her will," faid Ihe, " death, which 
'' puts an end to all my miferies, Ihall be to me moft welcome; nor can I 
'' efteen1 that foul worthy the felicities of heaven, which cannot fupport the body 
" under the horrors of the laft paffage to thefe blifsful n1anfions t.'' She then 
requefted the two noblemen, that they would permit fome of her fervants, and 
particularly her confeffor, to attend her: But they told her, that compliance with 
this laft demand was contrary to their co~fcience *, and that Dr. Fletcher, dean 
of Peterborow, a n1an of great ]earning, Ihould be prefent, to inftruCl: her in the 
principles of true religion. Her refufal to have any conferel)ce with this divine 
inflamed the earl of Kent's zeal; and he bluntly told her, that her death would 
be the life of their religion; as, on the contrary, her life would have been the 
death of it. Mention being made of Babington, ihe conftantly denied his con-
fpiracy to have been at all known to her; and the revenge of her wrong, Ihe re-
figned into the hands of the Almighty. 

WHEN the earls had left her !he ordered fupper to be ha!lened, that fhe might 
have the more leizure to finifh the few affairs which remai ned to her in this world, 
and to prepare for her paffage to another. It was neceffary for her, !he faid, to 
take fome fuUenance, left a failure of her bodily ftrength fhould deprefs her fpi
ri.ts on the morrow, and left her behaviour fhould thereby betray a weaknefs un
worthy of herfelf:J:. She fupped f},aringly, . as her manner ufually was; and her 

4 K wonted 

11 Tt appears by fome letters publifhed by Strype, vol. IlL book ii. c . 1. that Elizabeth had not ex
pref~ly communicated her intention o any of her minifie rs , not even to Burleigh : They were fuch 
experienced courtiers, th;:t they knew they could not gr:uify her more than by fen~ing her without . 
waiting till !he deii red them. . 

t Camden, p. 534· Jcbb, vol. Tf. p. 301. l\'1S. in the Advocate's library, p. z. from the Cott. 
Lib. Cal. c. 9· • } :bb, vol. II . £' - 30z. t Ibid. p. 4 Q9· 
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wonted chearfulnefs did not even defert her on this occafion. She comforted her 

fervants under the affliCtion which overwhelmed them, and -which wns too pow

erful for them to conceal from her. Turning to Bourgoin, her phyfician, fhe 

aiked him, whether he did not remark the great anJ invincible force of truth. 

" They pretend," faid fhe, '' that I mufl: die, becaufe I confpired againft the 

" ~een's life : But the earl of Kent avowed, that there was no other caufe of 

" my death, but the a_i'prehenfions, which, if I fhould live, they entertain for 

" their religion. My conftancy in the faith is my real crime: '"fhe reft is only 

'' a colour, invented by interefred and defigning men." Towards the end of 

fupper, fhe called in all her fervants, and drank to them: They pledged her, in 

order, on their knees; and craved her pardon for any paff neglect of their duty: 

She deigned, in return, to afk their pardon for her offences towards them; and 

a plentiful effufion of tears attended this laft folemn farev/eJ, and exchange of 

n1utual forgiveneE 11· 

If ER care of her fervants was the foie remaining affair which employed her 

concern in this world. She perufed her will, in which ilie had provided for them 

by legacies: She ordered the inventory of her goods, cloaths, and jewels to be 

brought her; and 1he wrote down the names of thofe to whom fhe bequeathed 

each particular: To fome fhe diftributed money with her own hands; and 

ihe adapted the recompence to their different degrees of rank and merit. She 

wrote alto letters of recomtnendation for her fervants to the French King, and to 

her coufin the duke of Guife, whom 1he m'}de the chief executor of her tefta

ment. At her wonted time !he went to bed, flept fome hours; and then rifing, 

fpent the reft of the night in prayer. Having forefeen the difficulty of exercifing 

the rites of her religion, fhe had had the precat1tion to obtain a confecrated hoft 

from t 1e hands of pope Pius, and fhe had relen.red the ufe of it for this lafi pe

riod of her life. By this exp~dient fl1e fupplied, as much as lhe could, the want 

of a prieft and confeffor, who was refufed her t. 
TowARDS the morning !he dreffed herfelf in a rich habit of filk and velvet, 

the o·1!y one which fl1e had referved to herfelf. She told her maids, that fhe would 

willingly have left them this drefs rath?r than the plain garb which fhe wore the 

d~y before : But it was neceifary for her to appear at the enfuing folemnity in a de

cent habit. 

THoMAS Andrews, 1heriff of the county, entered the room, and informed 

her, that the hour was come, and that he muft attend her to the place of execu

ion. She re,?lied, that ihe was ready; and bidding adieu to her fervants, fhe leaned 
on 
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on two of Sir Amias P.aulet's guards, becaufe of an infirmity m her limbs ; and 
!he followed the fheriff with a ferene and compofed afpecr. ln paillng thro' a 
hall adjoining to her chamber, !he was met by the earls of Shrewfbury and Kent, 
Sir Amias Paulet, Sir Drue Drury, and many other gentlemen of diflinction. 
I-Iere fhe alfo found Andrew Melvil, her fteward, who flmg himfelf on his knees 
before her ; and, wringing his hands, cried aloud : " Ah ! n1adam ! unhappy 
" me ! What man was ever before the meffenger of fuch heavy tidinas as I muft 
'' carry, when I !hall return to my native country, and fhall report, that I faw 
" my gracious Qyeen and Miftrefs beheaded in England ?" His tears prevented 
further fpeech ; and Mary too felt herfelf moved, more from fympathy than af
fliCtion. " Ceafe, my good fervant," faid fue, " ceafe to lament: Thou haft 
'< caufe rather to rejoice than to mourn: For now !halt thou fee the troubles of 
" Mary Stuart receive their long expected period and determination." '' Know," 
continued !he, " good fervant, that all the world at beft is vanity, ar;d fubjetl: 
" fti!t' to more for row than a whole ocean of tears. is able to bewail. But I pray 
" thee, carry this meffage from me, that I die a true woman to my religion, and 
" tmalterable in my affections to Scotland and to France. Heaven forgive them, 
" that have long defired my end, and have thirfted for n1y blood as the hart 
" panteth after the water brooks." " 0 God," added fl1e, " thou that art the 
" author of truth and truth itfelf, thou knoweft the inmoft receffes of my heart: 
,, 'rhou knoweft, that I was ever defirous to preferve an entire union between 
" Scotland and England, and to obviate the fource of all thcfe fatal difcords. 
" But recommend me, Melvi], to my fon, and tell him, that notwithfranding 
" all my difrrdfes, I have done nothing prejudicial to the ftate and kingdom of 
'' Scotland." After thefe words, reclining herfelf, with weeping eyes, and face 
bedewed wi(h tears, fhe kiffed him. " And fo," faid !he, " good Melvil, fare
" wel: Once again, farewel, good Melvil; and grant the affiftance of thy 

" prayers to thy ~.1een and miftrefs *." 
SHE then turned about to the noblemen who attended her, and made a peti

tion in behalf of her fervants, that they might be well treated, that they might . 
be allowed to enjoy the prefents which fhe had made them, and be fent fafely into 
their own country. Having received a favourable anfwer, !he moved another re
queft, that they might be permitted to attend her at her death : In order, faid 
fhe, that their eyes n1ay behold, and their hearts bear witnefs, how patiently 
their Q8een and miftrefs can bear her execution, and how conftantly ihe perfe
veres in her attachments to her religion. The earl of Kent oppofed this defin~, 
and told her, that they would be apt, by their fpeeches and cries, both to difiurb 

4 K 2 herfelf 
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herfelf and the fpeB:ators : l-Ie was alfo apprehenflve, le!t: they ihould praetife 
fome fuped1ition, unmeet for him to fuffer; fuch as dipping their handkerchLfs 
in her blood: For that was the inftance which he made ufe of. " ~1y lor ',.'' 
faid the ~1een of Scots, " I will give my word (altho' it b~ but dead) that they 
" fhall not incur any blame in any of the actions which you have run1ed. Jut 
" alas! poor fouls! it would be a great confolation to them to bid their miflrefs 
" farewel. And I hope," added fhe, " that your miftrefs, being a maiden 
" ~een, would vouchfafe, in regard of womanhood, that I 01ou1d have fome 
" of my own people about tne at my death. I know, that her n1ajef1:y hath not 

" given you any fuch ftri5: ·COmmand, but that you might grant me a requeH: of 
'' far greater courtefy, even tho' I were a woman of tnuch inferior rank to that 
" which I bear." Finding that the earl of Kent perfifted fl:ill in his refufal, her 
n1ind, which had fortified itfelf againft the terrors of death, was affetted by this 
circumftance of indignity, for which {he WJS not prepared. " I am coutin to 
" your QEeen," cried !he, " and defcended from the blood-royal of Henry the 
" feventh, and a married ~1een of France, and an anointed ~een of Scotland.'' 
The commiffioners perceiving how invidious their ob!tinacy would appear, con
ferred a little together, and agreed, that fhe might carry a few of her fcrvants 
along with her. She made choice of four men, and two maid-fervants, for that 

purpofe. 
SHE then paffed into another hall, where was ereB:ed the fcaffold, covered 

with black; and fhe faw, with an undifmayed countenance, the two executioners, 
and all the preparations of death. The room was crowded with fpetl:ators, and 
no one was fo fteeled againft all fentiments of humanity, as not to be moved, 
when he refleCted on her royal dignity, confidered the furprizing train of her mif
fortunes, beheld her mild but inflexible con!tancy, recalled her amiable accom
pli{}unent~, or furveyed her beauties, which, tho' faded by years, and yet more 
by her affiiB:ions, frill di{(·overed themfelves in this fatal m01nent. I--Iere the war
rant for her execution was read to her; and during this ceremony fhe was filent, 
but {hewed, in her behaviour, an indifference and unconcern, as if the buflnefs 
had no way regard "d her. Before the executioners performed their office, the 
dean of Peterborow ftepped forth; and tho' the ~1een frequently told him, that 
he needed not concern himfelf about her, that fhe was fettled in the ancient catho
lic and Roman religion, and that !he meant to lay down her life in defence of that 
faith; he frill thought it his duty to perfifl: in his leCtures and exhortations, and 
to endeavour her converfion. He told her, that the ~een of Englan·d had in 
this moment fhewn a tender care of her; and notwithftanding the puni!hment 
j ftly to be infliCted on her, for her manifold trefpaffes, was determined to ufe 
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every expedient for faving her foul from that de(lruEl:ion with which it was fo 
nearly threatned: That fi1e was now ftanding upon the brink of eternity, and 
had no other n1e, ns of efcaping endl fs perdition, but by repenting her former 
wickednefs, by jufl:ifying the fentcnce pronounced againfl: her, by acknowleging 
the ~1een's favours, and by exerting a true and lively faith in Chrifl Jefus: That 
the fcriptures were the only rule of doctrine, the n1erits of Chrifi: the only means 
of falvation; and if ihe trufl:ed in the inventions or devices of men, !he muft 
expect in a moment to fall into utter darknefs, into a place where f11all be weep
ing, howling, and gnailiing of teeth: That the hand of death was tlpon her, 
the ax was laid to the root of the tree, the throne of the great judge of heaven 
was eretl:ed, the book of her life was fpread widt>) and the particular fentence and 
judgment was ready to be pronounced upon h~r: And that it was now, during 
this important infl:ant, in her choice, either to rife to the refurrecrion of life, and 
hear that joyful falutation, Come, ye blejfed of my Father, or to fuare the refur
reCl:ion of condemnation, replete with farrow and grief; and to fuffer that dread
ful denunciation, Go ye cur fed into everlafling fire*. 

Du .RING this difcourfe the ~een could not forbear fometimes betraying her in1-
patience, by interrupting the preacher ; and the dean, finding that he had profited 
nothing by his lctl:ure, at lafl: bid her change her opinion, repent her of her former 
wickednefs, and fettle her faith upon this ground, that only in Chrift Jefus could 
fhe hope to be faved. She anfwered, again and again, with great earnefinefs : 
,, Trouble not yourfelf any more about the matter: For I was born in this religion, 
" I have lived in this religion, and in this religion I am refolved to die." Even the 
two earls perceived, that it was fruitlefs to harrafs her any further with theological 
difputes; and they ordered the dean to defift from his unfeafonable exhortations, 
and to pray for her converfion. During the dean's prayer, !he employed herfelf in 
private devotion from the office of the Virgin; and after he had finifhed, 1he pro
nounced aloud fome petitions in Englifh, for the affiitted church, for an end of 
her own troubles, for her fon, and for QEeen Elizabeth ; and prayed God, that 
that princefs might long profper, and be employed in his fervice. The earl of 
Kent obferving, that in her devotions ilie made frequent ufe of the crucifix, could 
not forbear reproving her, for her attachment to that popifh trumpery, as he 
termed it; and he exhorted her to have Chrifl: in her heart, not in her hand t. 

he replied with prefence of mind, that it was difficult to hold fuch an object in 
her hand, without feeling her heart touched with fome compunction :1:· 
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SHE now began, with the aid of 1cr two women, to difrobe herfelf; and the 

executioner alfo lent his hand, to affi ft them. She fmiled, and faid, that !he 

was not accuftomed to undrefs herfe lf before fo large a company, nor to be ferv

ed by fuch valets. Her fer vants, feeing her in this condition, ready to Jay her 

head upon the block, bur fl: into te, rs and lamentations: She turned about to them; 

put her finger upon her lips, as a fign of irnpofing filence upon them* ; and hav

ing given them her bleffing, defired them to pray for her. One of her maids 

whom fhe had appointed for tha t purpo(e, covered her eyes with a handkerchief; 

ihe laiJ herfelf down, without any fign of fear or trepidation ; and her head was 

fevered from her body at two Hrokes by the executioner. 

THus died, in the forty-fixth year of her age, and the nineteenth of her cap

tivity in England, Mary OEeen of Scots ; a princefs of great accomplifhments 

both of body of n1ind, natural as well as acquired ; but unfortunate in her life, 

and during one period, very unhappy in her conduct. The beauties of her per

fon, and of her air, cotnbined to make her the moft amiable of women; and 

the charms of her addrefs and converfation aided the impreffion which her lovely 

figure made on the hearts of all beholders. Ambitious and active in her temper, 

yet inclined to chearfulnefs an"d fociety ; of a lofty fpirit, conftant and even vehe-

n1ent in her purpofe ; yet polite, and gentle, and affable in her demean or; !be 

feemed to partake only fo much of the male virtues as to render her eftimable, with· 

out relinquifhing thofe foft graces which compofe the proper ornaments of her fex. 

In order to forn1 a juft idea of her characler, we muft fet afide one part of her con

duct, while fhe abandoned herfelf to the guidance of a profligate man; and muft 

confider thefe ,faults, whether we admit them to be imprudences or crimes, as the 

refult of an inexplicab!e, tho' not uncommon, inconftancy in the human mind, of 

the frailty of our nature, of the violence of paffion, and of the infh ence which fitu

ations, and fometimes mon1entary incidents> have on perfons, whofe principles are 

not thoroughly confirmed by experience and reflection. E nraged by the ungrate_ 

ful conduct of her hufband, feduced by the treacherous counfels of one in whom 

!he repofed confidence, tranfported by the violence of her own temper, which 

never lay fuffi.ciently under the guidance of difcrt tion; ihe was betrayed into ac

tions, which may, with fome difficulty, be accounted for, but which admit of 

no apology, nor even of alleviation. An enumeration of her qualities might 

carry the appearance of a p~negyric ; an account of her conduct muft, in fame 

parts, wear t he afpect of a fevere fatire and invective. 

l-IE R numerous misfortunes, the folitude of her long and tedious captivity, 

and the perfecutions to which ihe had been expofed on account"' of her religion, 
J had 
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had wrou
0
o-ht her up to a degree of bigotry during her latter years; and fuch \vas Chap. V. 

I 5 '7 • e prevalent fpirit and principles of that age, that it is the lefs woncier, if her 
zeal, her refentment and her intereft uniting, induced her to give ~onfent to a , 
defign, which confpirators, actuated only by the firft of thefe n1otives, had 
formed againft the life of Elizabeth. 

WHEN the Qyeen heard of Mary's execution, fhe affected the utmoft furprize The Qgeen's 
and indibo-nation. Her countenance changed, her fpeech faltered and failed her, affetled for~ 

row. and for a long time, her farrow was fo deep that !he could not exprefs it, but 
Hood fixed, like a ftatue, in filence and n1ute afionifhment. After her grief 
was able to find vent, it burft out in loud wailings and lamentations ; fhe put . 
herfelf into deep mourning for this deplorable event; and fhe was feen perpetu
ally bathed in tears, and furrounded only by her maids and women. 1 one of 
her minifters or councellors dared to approach her; or if any affumed fuch te
merity, fhe chaced them from her, with the moft violent expreffions of rage a d 
re~ ntment: They had all of then1 been guilty of an unpardonable crime, in put" 
ting to death her dear fifter and kinfwoman, contrary to her fixed purpofe and 
intention*, of which they were fufficiently apprized and acquainted. . 

No fooner was her farrow fo much abated as to leave room for reflection, than (he 
wrote a letter of apology to the King of Scots, and fent it by Sir Robert Cary, 
fon to lord Hunfdon. She there told him, that ihe wifhed he knew, but not felt, the 
unutterable grief of mind, fhe experienced, on account of that lamentable accident, 
which, without her knowlege, much lefs concurrence, had happened in England: 
That as her pen trembled, when fhe attempted to write it, fhe found herfelf 
obliged to commit the relation of it to the meffenger, her kinfman; who wou d 
like wife inform his tnajefty of every circumftance, which attended this difn.al 
and unlocked for misfortune : That fhe appealed to de Supreme Judge of heaven 
and earth for her innocence; and wa~ alfo fo happy, amidft her other affiictions, 
as to find, that many perfons in her court could bear witnefs to her veracity in 
this proteflation : That £he abhorred hypocrify and diffimulation, tfte med no
thing more worthy of a prince than a fincere and open conduct, and could never 
furely be efteemed fo bafe and poor- fpirited, as that, if ihe had really given or
ders for this fatal execution, fhe could, on any confideration, be induced to deny 
it: That tho' 1he was fenfible of the jufi:ice of the fentence, fhe was de er m' ned 
from clemency never to carry it into execution ; and could not but refent th 
temerity of thofe, who on this occafion had difappointed her intentions : And 
that as no one loved him more dearly than herfelf, or bore a more anxious con-

cern 
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cern for his welfare; !he hoped, that he would confider every one as his enemy; 
who endeavoured, on account of the prefent incident, to excite any animofity 

between them t. , 
IN order the better to appeafe J ames, £he committed Davifon to prifon, and 

ordered him to be tried in the Star-Chamber for his mifdemeanour. The fecre
tary was confounded ; and being fenfible of the danger, which muft attend his 
entering into a conteft with the ~een, he expreifed penitence for his error, and 
fubmitted very patiently to be railed at by thofe;)very counfellors, whofe perfuafion 
had induced him to incur the guilt, and who had promifed to countenance and 
protect him. He was condemned to imprifonment during the ~een's pleafure, 
and to pay a fine of ten thoufand pounds. He remained a long time in 
prifon; and the fine, tho' it reduced hitn to want and beggary, was ftrictly 
levied upon him. All the favour, which he could obtain from the ~een, was 
the fending him fmall fupplies from time to time, to keep him from periihing in 
neceffity *. He privately wrote an apology to his friend Walfingham, which 
contains many curious particulars: The French and Scotch ambaffadors, he faid, 
had been remonftrating with the Queen in Mary's behalf; and immediately after 
their departure, fhe commanded him, of her own accord, to deliver her the 
warrant for the execution· of that princefs. She figned it readily and or
dered it to be fealed with the great feal of England. She appeared in 
fuch good humour on this occafion,. that £he faid to him in a jocular n1anner, 
" Go tell all this to W alfingham, who is now fick : Tho' I fear he will die for 
" forrow, when he hears it." She added, that, tho' fbe had fo long delayed the 
execution, lefi: !he fhould feen1 to be actuated by malice or cruelty, £he was all 
along fenfible of the neceffity of it. In the fame converfation, fhe blamed Drury 
and Paulet, that they had not before eafed her of this trouble; and !he expreffed 
her de fire that W alfingham would bring them to a corn pliance in that particular. 
She was fo bent on this purpofe, that, fome time after, fhe ail'ed Davifon, 
whether any letter had come from Paulet with regard to the fervice expected of 
him. Davifon fbowed her Paulet's letter; in which that gentleman flatly refufed 
to act any thing inconfifLent with the principles of honour and juftice. The 
~een feli into a paffion, and accufed Paulet, as· well as Drury, of perjury, that, 
having taken the oath of affociation, in which they had bound themfelves to 
avenge her wrongs, they had yet refufed to lend their hand on this occafion. 
" But others," ihe faid, " will be found lefs fcrupulous." Davifon adds that nothincr 

' b 

but the confent and exhortations of the whole council could have enaaaed him 
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to fend off the warrant. He wa:; well aware of his danger, and remembered, Chap V. 
that the Q!.1een, after having ordered the execution of the duke of Norfolk, had 1 58

7· 
endeavoured, in like manner, to throw the whole blame and odium of that ac-
tion upon lord Burleigh t. 

ELIZABETH's diffimulation was fo grofs, that it could deceive no body wha 
was not previouily refolved to be blinded ; but as James's concern for his mm her 
was certain~y more fincere and cordial, he difcovered the higheft refentment, and 
refufed to admit Cary into his prefence. He recalled his ambaffadors from Eng
land ; and feemed to breathe nothing but war and vengeance. The States of Scot
land, being affembled, entered into the quarrel, and profeffed, that they were 
ready to fpend their lives and fortunes in revenge of his mother's dea th, and in 
defence of his title to the crown of England. Many of his nobility inftigated 
him to take arms: Lord Sinclair, when the courtiers appeared in deep mourning, 
prefented himfelf to the King arrayed in compleat annour, and faid, that that 
was the proper mourning for the ~let'n. The catholics took the opportunity of 
exhorting J ames to ally himfelf with the King of Spain, to lay immediate claim 
to the crown of England, and to prevent the danger, which, from his mother's 
example, he might conclude, would certainly, if Elizabeth's power prevailed, 
overwhelm his perfon and his kingdom. The ~1een was ft nfib1e of the danger 
attending thefe councils ; and, after allowing J ames fome decent interval to vent 
his grief and anger, fhe employed her emiffiuies to pacify him, and to fet before 
him every motive of hope or fear, which might induce him to live in peace and 
friendiliip with her. 

W ALSINGHAM wrote to lord Thirlf.1:one, the Scotch fecretary of ftate, a very judi-
4

th March. 
cious letter to the fame purpofe. He faid, that he was much furprized to hear of the 
violent refolutions taken in Scotland, and of the paffion difcovered by a 'prince 
of fo much judgment and temper as James : That a war, founded merely on the 
1~ rinciple of revenge, and that too on account of an act of juftice, which neceffity 
had extorted, would for ever be expofed to blame, and could not be excufed by 
any principles of equity or reafon : 'l"'hat if thefe views were deemed lefs mo-
mentous among princes, policy and intereft ought certainly to be attended to ; 
and thefe motives did ftill more evidently oppofe all thoughts of a rupture with 
England, and all revival of exploded claims and pretenfions to the Englifh throne: 
That the inequality between the two kingdoms deprived James of any hopes of 
fuccefs, if he trufted merely to the force of his own fiate, and had no recourfe 
to foreign powers for affiftance : That the objeCtions, attending the introduction 
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of fuccours from a more pO\\·erful monarch, appeared fo evident from all the 

tranfactions of hiHory, that they could not efcape a perfon of the King's extenfive 

know lege; but there were in the prefent cafe, feveral peculiar circumftances, 

which ought for ever to prevent him from having recourfe to fo dangerous an expe

dient: That the French monarch, the antient ally of Scotland, might willingly ufe 

the affiftance of that kingdom againft England; but would be difpleafed to fee the 

union of thefe two crowns on the head of J ames; an union, which would ever after 

exclude him from all hofeS of praB:icing that policy, formerly fo ufeful to France 

and fo pernicious to the Scotch nation : That I-Ienry, befides, ir.fel1ed with fac

tion and domefi:ic war, was . not in a condition of fupporting difrant allies; much 

lefs, would he undergo any hazard or expence, in order to aggrandize a near kinf

man to the houfe of Guife, the mofr determined enemies of his repofe and authority: 

That the extenfive power and exorbitant ambirion of the Spanifh monarch ren

dered him a ftill more dangerous ally to J ames; and as he evidently afpired to 

an univerfal monarchy in the weft, and had in particular advanced fome claims 

on England, as if he were defcended from the houfe of Lancafter, he was at 

the fame time the common enemy of all princes, who de fired to maintain their li

berty and independance; and the immediate rival and competitor of the King of 

Scots: That the·~leen, by her own naval power, and her alliance with the Hol

landers, would probably intercept all fuccours which J ames might receive from 

abroad, and be enabled to decide the controverfy in this ifland with the fuperior 

forces of her own kingdom, oppofed to thofe of Scotland : That if the King 

revived his mother's pretenfions to the crown of England, he muft alfo embrace 

her religion, by which alone they could be jufiified; and muft thereby undergo 

the · ofamy of abandoning thofe principles, in which he had been ftritl:1y (ducated, 

and to which he had hitherto religioufiy adhered: That as he would, by fuch an 
apoftacy, totally alienate all the proteftants in Scotland and England, he could. 

never gain the confidence of the catholics, who would ftill entertain a very rea
fonable doubt of his honour and fincerity : That by advancing a prefent clain1 

to the crown, he forfeited the certain profpect of his fucceffion ; and revived that 

national animofity, which the late peace and alliance between the kingdoms had 

happily extinguifhed : That the whole gentry and nobility of England had 

optnly declared themfelves for the execution of the ~een of Scots; and if J ames 

fliowed fuch violent refentment againft that act of juftice, they would be obliged, 

for their own fecurity, to prevent for ever fo implacable and revengeful a prince 

from ruling over them : And that, however fo01e perfons might reprefent his 

f:onour as engaged to feek vengeance for the prefent affront and injury, the true 

'"'nour of a prince confifted in wifdom and moderation and jllftice, not in fol.
.lowing 
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Iowing the dictates of blind paffion, or in purfuing revenge at the expence of Chap. ,~. 
every motive and every intereft *. Thefe confiderations, joined to the peaceable, S

8
7· 

unambitious temper of the young prince, prevaile l over his refentment ; and he 
fell grad~ally into a good correfpondence with the court of England. 

WHILE Elizabeth enfured tranquillity from the attempts of her ncareH: neigh· 
hour, !he was not negligent of m' re diftant dangers. I-Iearing th<tt Piulip, 
while he feemed to diffemble the daily infults and injuries, which he r ceivcrl 

from the Engliili, was fecretly preparing a great navy to attack her; fhe fent Sir 
Erancis Drake With a fleet to intercept his fupplies, to pillage his coafl:, and to 
ddl:roy his fhipping. Drake carried out four capital Jhips of th~ ~1ren's, and Drake ~
twenty-fix, great and fmall, with which the London mc.rchants, in hopes of frrocrs .t.he £1 ' !'t ....., at lOIZ. 

1haring in the plunder, had fupplied him. Having learned from t \'O Dut h !hip ~ , 
whon1 he met in his paffage, that a Spani!h fleet, richly laden, was lying at Ca· 
diz, ready to fet fail for Lifbon, the rendezvous of the intended Armada; he 
bent his courfe to the former harbour, and boldly, as well as fortunately, made 
an attack on the enen1y. He obliged fix galJies, which made head againfr him, 
to take fuelter under the forts; he burned about an hundred vdfels, laden with 
ammunition and naval fro res ; and he deftroyed a great fhi p of the marquefs of 
Santa Croce. Thence, he fet fail for Cape St. Vincent, and took by a!fault the 
caftle fituated on that promontory, with three other ftrong holds. He next in· 
fulted Lifbon; and finding, that the merchants, who had engaged entirely in 
expeB:ation of profit, were difcontented with thefe military enterprizes, he fet 
fail for the Tercera Iilands, with an intention of lying in wait for a rich 
Carrack, which was expeB:ed in thefe quarters. He was fo fortunate as to meet 
with his prize; and in this fhort expedition, where the public bo1.= fo fmall a 
.ihare, the adventurers were encouraged to attempt farther enterprizes, the Eng
lifh feamen learned to defpife the great unwieldy !hips of the enemy, the naval 
preparations of Spain were defi:royed, the intended expedition againft England 
was retarded a twelvemonth, and the ~een had thereby leizure to take more fe
cure meafures againft that formidable invafion :f-. 

THIS year Thomas Cavendi!h, a gentleman of Devonfhire, who had diffipated 
his eftate by living at court, being refolved to repair his fortune at the expence 
of the Spaniards, fitted out three fhips at Plymouth, one of an hundred and 
twenty tons, another of fixty, and a third of forty; and with thefe fmall veffels 
he adventured into the South Seas, and committed great depredations on the Spa
niards. He toolp nineteen veffels, fome of which were richly laden ; and re-

4 L 2 turning 
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turning by the Cape of Good Hope, he came to England, and entered the river 
in a kind of triumph. I-Iis mariners and foldiers were cloathed in filk, his fails 
were of damafk, his top-m n: cloth of gold ; and his prize was eilecmed the 
richeft tr,at ever had been brought into England ,::·. 

THE land enterprizes of the Engli!h were not, during this campa;gn, fo ad
vantageous or honourable to the nation. The import;.~nt place of Deventer was 
intrufted by Leicefter to William Stanley, with a garrifon of twelve hundrtd Eng
li!h ; and this gentleman, being a catholic, wa<~ alarmed with the difcovery of 
Babington's confpiracy, and becc1me apprehenfive, left every one of his religion 
fl1ould thenceforth be treated with d1ftrui1 in England. · He entered into a corre
fpondence with the Spaniards, betrayed the city to them for a fum of money, 
and engaged the whole garrifon to defert with him to the Spanifh fen'ict. Ro
}and York, who commanded a fort near Zutphen, imitated his example; and 
the Hollanders, formerly difgufied with Leicefier, and fufpicious of the Englifh~ 
broke out into loud complaints againfl: the improvidence, if not the treachery of 
his adminifiration. Soon after, he arrived himfelf in the Low Countries; but 
his conc:uet was no-wife calculated to give them fatisfaction, or to remove the 
fufpicions, which they had entertained againft him. The prince of Parma havi"ng 
befieged Sluys, he attempted to relieve the place, firil: by fea, then by land ; but 
failed in both enterprizes, and as he afcribed his bad fuccefs to the ill behaviour of 
the Hollanders, they were equally free in refleCtions upon his conduct. The 
breach between them became wider every day : They flighted his authority, op
pofed his meafures, and negleCled his councils ; while he endeavoured, by an im_ 
perious behaviour, and by violence, to recover that infl~1ence, which he had loft 
by his impfudent and ill concerted meafures. He was even fufFe~led by the 
Dutch of a defign to ufurp upon their liberties ; and the jealoufy entertained 
againft him, began to extend towards the ~een herfelf. That princefs had 
made fome advances towards a peace \Vith Spain: A congrefs had been opened at 
Bourbourg, a village near Graveline : And tho' the two courts, efpecially that of 
Spain, had no other intention than to amufe each of them its enemy by negotiation, 
and mutua ~ ly relax the preparations for defence or aff1ult, the Dutch, who were 
determined, on no condition, to return under the Spanifh yoke, became appre
henfive.left their liberty fhould be facrificed to the political interefts of England t. 
But the QEeen, who knew the importance of her alliance wi~h the ftates in the 
pre Aent conjunCture, was refolved to give them entire fatisfaCl:ion by recalling 
LeiceO:er, 2nd commanding him to r fign his governn1ent. 1\'!aurice, fon to the 
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p'rlnce of Orange, a youth of twenty years of age, was elected by the frates go
vernor in his place; and Peregrine lord Willoughby, was appointed by the ~1een 
commander of the Engli!h forces. ' The meafures of thefe two generals were 
much difl:urbed by the malignity of Leicefter, who had left a faCtion behind him, 
and vho frill attempted, by means of his emiffaries, to ditl:urb all the operdtions 
of the ftates. So foon as Elizabeth got intelligence of thefe diforders, ihe took 
care to redrefs them, and !he obliged all the partizans of England to fall into unJ- ' 
nimity with prince Maurice *. But tho' her good fenfe fo far prevailed over her 
partiality to Leicefter, ilie never co.uld be made fully fenfiblc of his vices and impru-
dence: The fubmiffions, which he made her, reftored him.to her wonted favour; 
and the lord Buckhurfr, wh<? had accufed him of mifconduct in Holland, lofl 
for fome time her confidence, and was even committed to cufi:ody. 

SIR Chrifropher Hatton was another favourite, who, at this time, received 
fame marks of her partiality. Tho' he had never followed the profeffion of the law, 
he was made chancellor in the place of Brom1ey, deceafed; but notwith!l:anding 
all the expeCtations and willies of the lawyers, he behaved in a manner not un
worthy that high ftation : His good natural capacity fupplied the place of 
experience and ftudy; and his decifions were not found deficient either in point of 
eqL ity or judgment. His enemies had contributed to this promotion~ in hopes 
·th at his abfence from court, while he att"ended the bufinefs of chancery, would 
gradualJy eftrange him from the ~1een, and give them an opportunity of under
r .ining him in her favour. 

THESE little intrigues and cabals of the court were filenced by the account, 
1 5ss w hi eh came fron1 all quarters, of the vafl: preparations made by the Spaniards for 

.the invafion of England, and for the entire conqueft of that kingdom. Phi lip, Philip proje8s 

tho' he had not yet declared war, on account of the hofl:ilities, which Elizabeth the im·afion of 
. d 1 . 1 d 1 h b d r d . I d England. every where committe upon 11111, 1a ong ar oure a !ecret an VIO ent e-

fire of revenge againft her. His ambition alfo and the hopes of extending his 
empire ~ ere much encouraged by the prefent profperous fituation of his affairs ; 
by the conquefl: of Portugal, the acquifition of the Indian commerce and 
fettlements, and the yearly importation of vaft treafures from America. The 
point on which he refred his higheft glory, the perpetual object of his policy, 
was to fupport orthodoxy and exterminate herefy; and as the power and credit 
of Elizabeth was the chief bulwark of the proteftants, he hoped, if he could 
fubdue that princefs, to acquire the eternal renown, of being able to reunite the 
whole chrifiian \Vorld in the catho ic comn1union. Above all, his indignation 

againfr 
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againfr his revolted fubjetl:s in the Netherlands, infiigated him to attack the 
Engliih, who had encouraged that infurrea·on, and who, by their near neigh
bourhood, were fo well enabled to fupport the Hollanders, that he could never 
hope to reduce thefe rebels, while the power of that kingdom remained entire 
and unbroken. To fubduc England feen1ed a neceffary preparative to the re
efi.ablifhment of his authority in the Netherlands ; and notwithfranding all ap
pearances, the former was in itfelf, as a more important, fo a more eafy, under
taking tl:an the latter. 'That kingdom lay nearer Spain than the Low Countries, 
and was more expofed to invafions from that quarter; after an enemy had ob
tained entrance, it was neither fortified by art nor nature ; a long peace had de
prived it of all military difcipline and experience; and the catholics, in which it 
frill abounded, would be ready to join any invader, who Ihould free them from 
thofc grievous perfecutions, at prefent exercifed againfl: them, and revenge the 
death of the ~een of Scots, on whom they had fixed all their affections. The 
fate of England muft be decided in one battle at fea, and another at land ; and 
what comparifon between the Englifh and Spaniards, either in point of naval 
force, or in the numbers, reputation, and veteran bravery of their armies? Be
fides the acquifition of fo great a kingdom, fuccefs againft England enfured the 
itnmediate fubjection of the Hollanders, :who, attacked on every hand, and de
.prived of all fupport, rnuft yield their ftubborn necks to that yoke, which they 
had fo long refifted. I-Iappily, this conqueft, as it was of the utmoft impor
tance to the grandeur of Spain, would not at prefent be oppofed by the jealoufy 
0 f the ne!ghbouring powers, naturally fo much interefted to prevent the fuccefs 
of that enterprize. A truce was lately concluded with the Turks; the empire 
was in the hands of a friend and near ally ; and France, the perpetual rival of 
Spain, was fo torn with inteftine cornmotions, that !he had no leizure to pay at
tention to her foreign interefts. This favourable opportunity, therefore, which 
might never again prefent itfelf, muft be feized; and one bold effort made for 
acquiring that afcendant in Europe, to which the prefent greatnefs and profperity 
of the Spaniards feemed fo fully to in title them t. 

THESE hopes and motives engaged Philip, notwithfranding his cautious tem
per, to undutake this hazardous enterprize; and tho' the duke of Parma, when 
confulted, oppofed the attempt, at le aft reprefented the neceffity of previoufly getting 
poffdllon of fome fea-port town in. the Netherlands, which might afford a retreat to 
the Spanifh navy ·:t, it was determined by the catholic monarch, to proceed im
mediately to the execution of his ambitious projeCts. During fome time he had 
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been fecretly making preparations; but fo foon as the refolution w,1s fully tai~en, Chap. v. 
every part of his valt empire rd()lJnded with the noile of arn1aments, and all his 1588 · 

minifters, generals, and admirals, were employed in forward in()' the d s.10 n. The r~he Irwi.1-, 
_ o b nble Arma:r 

marquefs of San to Croce, a fea officer ot great reputation and exp~riente, was deftin- · ~ ' 
ed to commar.d he fleet; and by his counfel were the naval eqoipments c n · c ed. 
In all the ports of Sicily, of Naples, of Spain and Portugal, artizar.s were en.-
ployed in buildin~ veiTels of uncommon fize and force ; nr:l.val ftor s were bour.ht 
up at a prodigiotlS ex pence; provifions atnaffed ; armies levied and q uartercd .__in 
the maritime towns of Spain; and plans laid for fitting out fudi a fleet anCi em-
barl'ation as had never before hao its equal in Em ope, The military prepara ~ 
tions in Flanders were no lefs formidable. Forces from all quarters were every 
moment affembling, to reinforce the duke of Parma. Capizuchi an l Spinelli, 
conducted forces from Italy: The marquefs of Borgaut, a prince of the houfe of 
Auftria, levied troops in Germany : The Walloon and Burgundian regiments 
were compleated or augmented : The Spanifh infantry was fupplied with r ct u'i ts ; 
and an army of thirty four thoufand men were affembled in the Netherlands, and 
kept in a readinefs to be tranfported into England. The duke of P.uma em. 
ployed all the caq .. enters which he could procure, either i 1 Flanders or in Lower 
Germany, and the coafts of the Baltic; and he built at Dunkirk, and Newport,, 
but efpecially at Antwerp, a great number of boats and flat- bottomed vefiels, 
for the tranfport of his infantry and cavalry into England. The moft renowned 
nobility and princes of Italy and Spain were ambitious of fharing in the honour 
of this great enterprize. Don Amade::eus of Savoy, Don John of Medicis, 
Vefpafian Gonzaga, duke of .... abionetta, and the duke of Pafl:rana, haftened to 
join the army under the dt~ke of Parma. About two thoufand volunteers, many 
of them men of family, had inlifl:ed for the fervice in Spain. o doubt was en-
tertained, but fuch vafr preparations, onducted by offi ers of fuch confummate 
ikill, muft finally be fucc fsf 11. And the Spaniards, oftentatious of their power, 
and elevated with vain hopes, had alrea y deno1 inated th ir navy the h1vin ib? 
Armada. 

NEWS of thefe extraordina1 y prepara ions foon reached England ; !l d not
withfranding the fi crecy of the Spanifh council, and th--ir pt et 1 ding int ntions 
to employ this force in the IncHes, it was eafily concluded, that the meant to 
make fome effort againft England. The ~een h .d· foreieen the invafion ; and Prep1rations 

finding that !he n1uft now con ten for her crown with the , hole force of Spain, n E.1gL nd, 

ihe made preparations for refifl:ance; nor was fhe difmayed \\ith that danger, by 
which all Europe apprehended fhe m ft of necefilty be overwhelmed. Her force 
feemed very unequal to refift fo powerful an enemy. A l the feamen in England. 

amounte 
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amounfed at that time only to fourteen thoufand two hundred and ninety-five*: 
The fize of the Engli!h fhipping was, in general, fo fmall, that, except a few 
of the ~een's fhips of war, there were not four veffels belonging to the mer
chants which exceeded four hundred tuns t. The royal navy confifted only of 
twenty-eight veffels :1:, many of which were of very fmall fize; none of them 
exceeding the bulk of our largeft frigates, and moft of them deferving rather 
the name of pinnaces than of fhips. The only advantage of the Englifh fleet, 
confifted in the dexterity and courage of the feamen, who being accuftomed to 
fail in tempeftuous feas, and expofe themfelves to all dangers, as much exceeded 
in this particular the Spanifh marin,ers, as their veffels were inferior in fize and 
force to thofe of that nation 11· All the c01nmercial towns of England were re
quired to furni!h fhips for reinforcing this fmall navy; and they difcovered, on 
the prefent occafion, great alacrity in defending their liberty and religion againft 
thofe imminent perils with which they were menaced. The city of London, in 
order to fhew their vigour in the common caufe, inftcad of fifteen vcffels which 
they were commanded to equip, voluntarily fitted out double the number+· The 
gentry and nobility hired, and armed, and manned, forty-three lhips at their own 
charge§ ; and all the loans of money which the ~een demanded, were frankly 
granted by the perfons applied to. Lord I-Ioward of Effingham, a man of great 
courage and capacity, was lord admiral, and took on him the command of the 
navy: Drake, Hawkins, and Frobiiher, the moft renowned feamen in Europe, 
ferved under him. The main fleet was frationed at Plymouth. A fmaller fqua
dron, confifting of forty veffels, Engli!h and Flemifh, was commanded by the 
lord Seymour, fecond fon of protector Somerfet; and lay off Dunkirk, in or
der to intercept the duke of Parma. 

THE land forces of England, compared to thofe of Spain, poffe.lfed contrary 
qualities to its .naval power: They were more numerous than the enemy, but 
much inferior in difcipline, reputation, and experience. An army of twenty 
thoufand men was difpofed in different bodies along the fouth coafr; and o:ders 
were given them, if they could not hinder the Spaniards from landing, to retire 
backwards, to wafte the country around, and to wait for reinforcement from the 
neighbouring counties, before they approached the enemy. A body of twenty
two thoufand foot, and a thoufand horfe, under the command of the earl of Lei
cefter, was ftationed at Tilbury, in order to defend the capital. The main army, 
confifted of thirty-four thoufand foot, and two thoufand horfe, and was com-
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manded by lord Ihmfdon. 'fhefe fore s were referved for the guard of the 
Qyeen's perfon; and were appointed to march whitherfoever t ;' e enemy fhould 
appear. The fate of England, if the whole Spanifh armies !hould be able to land, 
feemed to depe nd on the iffue of a fingle battle; and men of reflection enter
t lined the moft difmal apprehenfions, when they confidered the force of fifty 
thoufand veteran Spaniards, commanded by experienced officers, under the duke 
of Parma, the moft confummate general of the age; and compared this formid
able armament with the military power which England, not enervated by peace, but long difured to war, could mufter up againft iL 

THE chief fupport of the kingdom feen1·ed to confift in the vigour and pru
dence of the ~een's conduct; who, undifmayed by the prefent dangers, ifiued 
all her orders with tranquillity, animated her pe )pie to a fteddy refifiance, 
and employed every refource, which either her domeftic fituation or her foreign 
alliances could afford her. She tent Sir Robert Sydney into Scotland; and ex
horted the King to remain attached to her, and to confider the danger which at 
prefent menaceu his fovereignty no lefs than her own, fron1 the ambition of the 
Spanifh tyrant* : The an1baffador found J ames fufficiently difpofed to cultivate 
an union with England, and he even kept himfelf prepared to march with the 
force of his whole kingdom to the affifl:ance of Elizabeth. Her authority with 
the King of Denmark, and the tye of their common religion, pngagcd this prince, 
upon her application, to feize a fquadron of !hips which Philip h1d bought or 
hired in the Danifh harbours t : The Hanfe Town(;, tho' not at that time on 
good terms with England, were induced by the fame motives, o r tard fo long 
the equipment of fome vefiels in their ports, that they becatl!,e ufelefs to the pur
pofe of invading England. All the proteftants throughout Europe, regarded 
this enterprize as the critical event which was to decide for ever the fate of their 
religion ; and tho' unable, by reafon of their diftance, to join their force to that 
of Elizabeth, they kept their eyes fixed on her conduct and fortune, and beheld 
with anxiety, n1ixed with admiration, the intrepid couQtenance with which fhe 
encountered that dreadful tempeft, which was every moment approaching to
wards her. 

THE ~1een alfo was fenfible, that, next to the general popularity which fhe 
enjoyed, and the confidence which her fubjects repofed in her prudent govern-

4 M menr, 
* She made him fame promifes which ihe never fulfi led, to give him a dukedom in Englat d, with 

(I itable lands and revenue, to fettle sooo 1. a year on him, and pay him a guard, for the f;i(ety of 
his perfon. From a M'. of lord Royilon. 
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n1ent, t 1e firmefl: fupport of her throne confi(ted in the general zeal of the people 

for the protdtant religion, and the fhong prejudices which they had imbibed 

againfr popery. She took care, on this occafion, to revive in the nation this at

tachment to their own feet, and this abhorrence of the oppofite. The Englifh 

were reminded of their former danger from the tyranny of Spain : All the bar

barities exercifcd by Mary ag.linft the protefrants, \Vere afcribed to 'the counfeJs 

of that bigotted and imperious nation : The bloody maffacres in the Indies, the 

unrelenting executions in the Low Countries, the horrid cruelties and iniquities 

of the inquifition, were fet before men's eyes : A lift and defcription was pub

lifhed, and pitl:urc:s difperfed, of the feveral infi:ruments of torture with which, 

it was pretended, the Spanifh Armada was loaded : And every artifice, as well 

as reafon, was employed, to animate the people to a vigorous defence of their 

religion, their laws, and their liberties. 

BuT while the ~een, in this critical emergenre, rouzed the animofity of the 

nation againfl: popery, f11e treated the partizans of that feet with moderation, 
and gave not way to an undifl:inguifi1ing fury againfi: them. Tho' ilie knew, 
that Sixtus QEintus, the prefent pope, famous for his capacity and his tyranny~ 
had fulminated a new bull of excommunication againft her, had depofed her from 

the throne, had abfolved her fubjeets from their oaths of allegiance, had publi!h

ed a croifade againfl: England, and had granted plenary indulgence to every one 

engaged in the pnfent invafion; fhe would not believe, that all her catholic fub

jeets could be fo blinded, as to facrifice to bigotry their duty to their fovereigr., 

·md the liberty and independency of their native country. She rejetl:ed all violent 

counfels, by which fl1e was prompted to feek pretexts for difpatching the leaders 

of that party : She would not even confine any confiderable numbe_r of them: 

And the catholics, fenfible of this good ufage, generally exprdfcd the higheft 
-zeal for the public defence. Some gentlemen of that feet, confcious that they 

could not jufily expeCt: any trufr or authority, entered themfelves as volunteers 

in the fleet or army * : Some equipped iliips at their own charge, and gave the 

command of them to proteftants: Others were active in animating their tenants 

and vaffals, and neighbours, to the defence of their country : And every rank 

bf men, burying for the prefent all party difi:inCl:ions, feemed to prepare them· 

felves, with order as well as vigour, to refift the violence of thcfe invaders. 

THE more to excite the martial fpirit of the nation, the ~een appeared on 
horfeback in the camp at Tilbury ;. and riding thro' the lines, difcovered a chear

fu 
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f ul ~nd a 1imated countenance, exhorted the folcliers to remember their d ty to 
th ir country and their religion, and profeffed her intention, tho' a won an "O 

lead then1 hcrfelf into the field againfl: the enemy, and rather to perifh in b tttle 
than furvive the ruin and !la very of her people t. By this fpirited beh 'iour fhe 
revived the tendernefs and admiration of the foldiery : An attachment t her 
perfon became a fpecies of enthufi.tfrn among them : And they afked one ano-
ther, whether it were poffible that Englin1men could abandon this glorious caufc, 
coul 1 difplay lefs courage than appeared in the female fex, or could ever, by any 
dangers, be induced to relinquifh the defence of their heroic princefs. 

THE Spanin1 An11ada was ready on the beginning of May; but the moment 
it was preparing to fail, the tn·arquefs of Santa Croce, the admiral, was feized 

ith a violent fever, of which he foon after died. The vice-admiral, the duke 
of Paliano, -by a ftrange concurrence of accident, at the very fame time, fuffered 
the fame fate; and the King appointed for admiral, the duke of l\1edina Sidonia, 
the nobleman of the greateft family in Spain, but uneXf-erienced in action, and 
tltterly unacqu::;.inted with fea affairs. Alcarede was appointed vice-admiral. 
rfhis misfortune, befides the lofs of fo great an officer as Santa Croce, retardee: 
the failing of the Armada, and gave the Englin1 more time for their preparations 
to oppofe them. At lafi, the fleet, full of hopes and alacrity, fet fail from Lif-

hap. V. 
I _;88. 

bon; but next day met with a violent tempefi, which fcattered the fl1ips, funk h 1\1 · 29t ay. 
fome of the fmallefl:, and forced the reft to take !helter in the Groyne, where 
they waited till they could be refitted. When news of this event was carried to 

4 M 2 England, 

t r-ht Q!jeen's .fpeab in the can;p at Tillt'')' <u:a; in tbefi ''VJ~ra'; : lVIy lo\·ing peop e, W ~ have been 
perfuadcd by fome, that are careful of our fafety, to take heed how we commit ourfelves to armed 
n1ultitude , for fear of treachery; but afll!re you, I do not ddire to live to diHruft my faithful and 
loving peop1e. Let tyrants fear: I have , lways f.> behaved myfelf, that, under God, 1 have placed 
mv chiefeH: ftrength and fafeguard in the lo:al h arts a. cl good-will of my fubjefts. And t.1ercfore I 
a~ come among£ you at this time, not as for my recreation or fpo: t, ht!t beinrr refo \'ed in the midft 
and heat of the battle to live or die amongH you • .Jl; to lay dow11, for my Go , and for my kingdom' 
and for my people, my honour and my blood, even in the d ft. I know I ha\ e but the bod , of a 
weak an l feeble woman, but 1 have the heart of a Y ing, and of a Ki 1g of England too; and thin • 
toul !corn, that Parma or Spain, or any prince of Europe, fhould dare to in-vade the bor ers of my 
rc<:~lms: 'fo whic 1, rather than any di!honour !hall grO\v by me, I myfclf will t ke up arm.; I my
felf will be your general, judge, and re .. vard r of every one of yo r virtues in the fie' d. I know al
rc<• y, 'by :our forwardnefs, that you have deferved rewards and crown«; and we do a!fure you, on 
the word of a prince, they fha I 11! duly paid } ou. In the mean time, my liet tenant general fhall be 
in my fie, d; than whom ne ·er prince commandc~ more noble an 1 worthy fubjetl; not doubting, by 

- your obedience to my general, by your concord in the camp, and } our ';!lo r in tl e field, \\ e £hall 
fhortly have a famous victory over thof enemies of my GoJ, of my kingdom, and of my people, 

8 
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5ss. 

H l TOR OF ENGLAND. 

England, the Q:een concluded, that the defign of an invafion was difappointed 
for this {ummer; and being always ready to lay hold of every pretence for faving 
money, lhe made \Valfingham write to the admiral, direEting him to lay up fome of 
the larger Ihips, and to difcharge the feamen : But lord Effingham, who was not 
fo fanguine in his hopes, ufed the freedom to difob'ey thefe orders ; and he beg
ed leave to retain the whole. !hips in fervice, tho' it fhould be at his own expence:J:. 
He took ad vantage of a north wind, and failed towards the coaft of Spain, with 
an intention of attacking the enemy in their harbours; but the wind changing to 

the fouth, he became apprehenfive, left they might have fet fail, and by palling 
him at fea, invade England, now expofed by the abfence of the fleet. He re
turned, therefore, ~ith the utmoft expedition to Plymouth, and lay at anchor ia 
that harbour. 

MEANWHILE, the Armada had repaired all her damages; and with frefh hopes 
fet out again to fea, in profecution of her enterprize. The fleet confifred of 

' a hundred and thirty veffels, of which near a hundred were galleons, and were 
of greater fil-e than any which had ever before been ufed in Europe. It carrie'd 
on board nineteen thoufand two hundred and ninety-five foldiers, eight thoufand 
four hundred and fifty-fix mariner~, two thoufand and eighty-eight galley flaves, 
and two thoufand fix hundred and thirty great pieces of brafs ordnance. It was 
victualled for fix months; and was attended with twenty 1eifer lhips, called cara
vals, and ten falves with fix oars apiece*. 

THE plan formed by the King of Spain) was, that the Armada lhould fail to the 
coaft oppofite to Dunkirk and Newport; and having chafed away all Engliil1 or 
Flemifh veifels which might obftruB: the paifage, (for it was never fuppofed they 
could make oppofition) fuould join themfelves with the duke of Parma, lhould 
thence make fail to the Thames, and having landed the whole Sp3nifh army, 
thus compleat at one blow the entire conquefi of England. In profecution of this 
plan, Philip gave orders to the duke of Medina, that, in patrlng along the chan
nel, he fhould fail as near the coaft of France as he could with fafety ; that he 
fhould by this policy avoid meeting w·ith the Englifh fleet ; and keeping in view 
the main enterprize, fhould neglect all fmaller fucceffes, which might prove an 
obftacle, or even interpofe a delay, to the acquifition of a kingdom t. After the 
Armada was under fail, they took a fifherman, who informed them, that the 
Engliih admiral had been lately at fea, had heard of the tempeft which fcattered 
the Armada, had retired back into Plymouth, and no longer expetling an inva .. 
fion this feafon, had laid up his !hips, and difcharged mofi of the feamen. From 

this 

.:t: Camden, p. 545· * Strype, vol. JII. A ppen. p. 22 I. t Monfon. p 1 57· 
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t1 is falfe intdligence the duke of Medina conceived the great faciiity of attack- Chap. V. 
ing and deflroying the Englifh fhips in harbour; and he was tempted, by the 1 583 · 

profpeEt of fo decifi ve an enterprize, to break his orders, and make Llil direCtly 
for Piymouth: A refolution which proved the fafety of England. The Lizard 1gth July. 
was the firft land made by the Armada, about funfet; and as the Spaniards took . 
· c l 1·~ } d Pl h I b r . h . . f The Armada 1t tOr t 1e '-am- 1ea near ymout , t 1ey ore out to 1ea, Wit an IntentiOn o arrives in the 

returning next day, and attacking the Engliih navy. T'hey we1 e defcried by Channel. 

Fleming, a Scotifh pyrate, who was roving in thefe feas, and who immediately 
fet fail, to inform the Engli!h admiral of their approach* : Another fortunate 
event, which contributed extremely to the fafety of the fleet. Effingham had 
juft time to get out of port, when he faw the Spaniih Armada coming full fail 
towards him, difpofed in the form of a half-moon, and ftretching the diil:ance 
of feven miles from the extremity of one divifion to that of the other. 

1'HE writers of that age raife their ftile by a pompous defcription of this fpec
tacle ; the m oft magnificent which h:1d ever appeared upon the ocean, infufi.ng 
equal terror and admiration into the minds of all beholders. The lofty marts, 
the [welling fails, and the towering prows of the Spanifh galleons, feem impof_ 
fible to be jufily painted, otherwife than by affuming the colours of poetry; and 
an eloquent hiil:orian of Italy, in imitation of Camden, has afferted, that the 
Armada, t.1o' the !hips bore every fail, yet advanced with a now motion ; as if 
the ocean groaned with fupporting, and the winds were tired with impelling, fo 
enormous a weight t. The truth, however, is, the largeft of the Spanifh vef
fels would fcarce pafs for third rates in the prefent navy of England ; yet were 
they fo ill framed, or fo ill governed, that they were quite unwieldy, and could 
not fail upon a wind, nor tack on occafi.on, nor be managed in fiormy weather 
by the feamen. Ieither the mechanics of !hip-building, nor the experience of 
mariners, had attained fo great perfeCtion as could ferve for the fecurity and go
vernment of fuch bulky veffels ; and the Engliih, who had already had expe
rience how unferviceable they co'mmonly were, were not difmayed with their 
remendous appearance. 

EFFINGHAM gave orders, not to come to a clofe fi
0

ht with the Spaniards, where 
the fize of the fhips, he fufpeB:ed, and the numbers of foldiers, would be a dif ... 
advantage to the Englifh; but to cannonade them at a diftance, and to wait the 
<>pport.tmity which winds, currents, or various chances muft afford them, of in
tercepting fome fcattered veffels of the enemy. Nor was it long before the event 
anfwcred expeEtation. A great !hip of Bifcay, on board of which was a confi-

derable 

• .Wtonfon, p. I 58. t Eent'\'Oglio, part ii. lib. 4• 



Cbp V. 
xsSf. 

II I S T 0 R Y oF E N G L A N D. 

derable part of the Spani!h money, was fet on fire by accident; and while all 
hands were employed in extinguifhing it, fne fell behind the refl: of the .Armada : 
The great galleon of Andaluzia was detained by the fpringing of her maft: And 
both thcfc veffe1s were taken, after fome reGf1ance, by Sir Francis Drake. As 
the Armada advanced up the channel, the Englilh hung upon their rear, and 
frill ir~fefled them wi(h fldrmi!11es. Each trial abated the confidence of the Spa
niards, and added courage to the. Fngiiih; and the latter foon found, that even 
in clufe fight the fizc of the Spaniil1 fl1ips was no advantage to them. Their bulk 
expofed them the more to the bullets of the enemy; while their cannon, placed 
tOO high, fhot over the heads of the Englifh. The alarm having now reached 
the coafi: of England, the nobility and gentry hafiened out with their veifeis from 
every harbour, and reinforced the admiral. The earls of Oxford, Norrhum
berland, and Cumberland, Sir Thomas Cecil, Sir Rob~Tt Cec.il, Sir \Valrer 
H .. aleigh, Sir Thomas Vavafor, Sir Thomas Gerrard, Sir Charles Blount; with 
many others, diil:inguii11ed themfelves by this generous and diGnterefted fervice 
'Gf their country. The Eng'i fh fl~et, after the conju~crion of thefe .!bips, a
mounted to an hundred and forty fail. 

THE Armada had now reached Calais, a .d cafi: anchor before that place, in 
expectation, that the duke of Parma, who had got intelligence of their ap
proach, would put to fea, and join his forces to them. The Engli{h admi
ral fracrifed here a very fuccefsful ftratagem upon the Spaniards. He tool~ 
eight of his fmaller .fhips, and filling them with all combufl:ible materials, fent 
them, one after another, into the midfi: of the enemy. The Spaniards fancied, 
that they were fire.fhips of the fame contrivance with a famous vem~l which had 
lately done fo much execution at Antwerp ; and they immediately cut their cables, 
and took to Hight with the greatefr diforder and precipitation. The Engliil1 fell 
upon them next morning, while in confufion ; and befldes doing great damage 
to other !hips, they took or defrroyed about twelve of the enemy. 

BY this time, it was become apparent, that the intention, for which thefe 
great preparations were made by the Spaniards> was entirely frufrrated. The 
vd1els, provided by the duke of Parma, were mar~e for tranfport, not for fight
ing; and that general, when urged to leave the harbour, utterly refufed to ex
pofe his flouri!hing army to fuch apparent hazard, as it muft incur; while the 
Eng1ifb, not only were able to keep the fea, but feemed even to triumph over 
their enemy. The Spani111 admiral found, in many rencounters, that while he 
loft fo conflderable a part of his own navy, he had deftroyed only one fn1all 
vd1el of rhe ~nglifh; and he forefaw, that, by continuing fo unequal a combat, 
he muft draw inevitable d:ftruCtion on all the remainder. He prepared therefore to 

return 
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return homewards; but rt"i the winds were contrary in his paffage thro' the chan- c:1 p. Y. 
ne 1

, he refolvcd to 1: il northw.trds, and n1aking the tour of the whole inand, 1581
• 

reach the Spaniih harbours by the ocean. 1'he Engli!h fleet followed him during 
fome time; and had not their ammunition fallen fhort, by the negligence of the 
offices in fupplying them, they had obliged the whole Armada to furrender ~t 
difcretion. T'he duke cf Medina had once taken that refolution; but was di-
verted from it by the advice of his confeffor. T t1is conclufion of the enterprize 
would have been more glorious to the Englifh; but the event proved eq 1all y 
fatal to the Spaniards. A violent tempeft overtook the Armada after it paffed 
the Orkneys : The fhips had already loft their anchors, and were obliged to keep Defea ec!. 
to fea : The mariners, unaccuftomed to fuch hardfhips, and not able to govern 
fuch unwieldy veilcls, yielded to the fury of the itorm, and allowed their f11ips 
to drive either on the weftern iDes of Scotland, or on the coaft of Ireland, \Vhere 
they were miferably fhipwred·ed. Not a half of the navy returned to Spain; 
and the feamen, as well as foldiers, who remained, were fo overcome with hard-
fhip and fatigue, fo difpirited by their difcomfiture, that they filled all Spain with 
accounts of the valour of the Eng!ifh, and of the tempeftuous violence of that 
ocean which furrounds them. 

SucH was the miferable and difhonourable conclufion of an enterprize, \vhich 
had been p•eparing for three years, which had exhaufted the revenue and force of 
Spain, and which had long filled all Europe with anxiety or expectation. Philip, 
who was a i1:1ve to his paffions, but] had an entire command over his coun
tenance, no fooner heard of the n1ortifying event, which blafted all his fchcmes 
of ambition, than he fell on his knees, and rendering thanks for that gracious 
difpenfation of providence, expr ifed his joy that the calamity was not greater. 
The Spanifh priefts, who had fo often bleft this holy croifade, and foretold its 
infallible fuccefs, were fomewhat at a lofs to account for the victory gained over 
the catholic monarch by excommunicated heretics and an execrable ufurpcr ; 
But they at !aft difcovered, that all the calamities of the Spaniards had proceede:d 
fron1 their allowing the infidel Moors to live among them*. 

Soo 

• Strype, vol lii. p. 52 5. On the fourtl1 of ~eptember, foon after the difperlion of the Spaniil1 
.i\rmada, died the earl of LciceH:er, the ~een's great, but unworthy, favourite. Her afieBion to 
him continued to the lafr. HG h. d difcovered no conduct in any of his military enterprizes; and was 
fufpeCl:ed of cowardice : Y t fhe entt'ufl:cd him with the command of her armies during the danger of 
the Spaniih inva{ion; a partial;ty, \ hich mig 1t ha\'e proved fatal to her, had the duke of P~rma b en 
able to land his troops in England. ~he had even ordered a commiffion to be drawn for hi n, confri
tuting him her lieutenant in the kingdoms of England and Ireland; but Burleigh and Hatton repr<>-

fent J 
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Chap. V. SooN after the· defeat and difperfion of the Spaniil1 Armada, the Queen fum-
ISH9· moned a new Parliament; and received frcm them a fupply of two fubfidies and 

4th February. 
four fifteenths payable in four years. This is the firft inflance that fubfidies 
were doubled in one fupply ; and fo unufual a conceffion was probably c'btained 
from the joy of the pref~. nt fuccefs, and from the general fenfe of the ~een's 
neceffities. Some members objeCted to this heavy charge, on account of the 
great burthen of loans, which had lately been impofed upon them ~. 

A Parliament. ELIZABETH forefaw, that this houfe of commons, like all the foregoing, would 
be governed by the puritans ; and therefore, to obviate their enterprizes, fhe 
renewed, at the beginning of the feffion, her ufual injunction, that they fhould 
not on any account, prefume to treat of n1atters ecclefia!l:ical. Notwithftanding 
this ftri& inhibition, the zeal of one Damport moved him to prefent a bill to 
the commons for remedying the grievances, and refi:raining the tyranny, of the 

eccld1allical 

fented to her the danger of cntrufl:ing fuch unlimited authority jn t11 e 1 ands of any fubjea, and pre
vented the execution of that dcfign. No \Vonder, that a conJutt, (o unlike . the ufual jealoufy of fili
zabeth, gave reafon to futi1ea, that her partiality was founded on fome other paffion than friendfhip. 
But Elizabeth feemed to carry her affeetion to Leicefl:er no farther than the grave : She ordered his 
goods to be difpofed of at a public falc, to reimburfe herfelf of {ome money which he owed her; and 
her ufual attention to money was obferved to prevail over her regard to the memory of the deceafed. 
This earl was a great hypocrite, a pretender to the firitleft religion, an encourager of the puritans, 
and a founder of hofpitals. 

* Strype, vol. III. p. 54 2. Id. arpcn. p. 2 39· There are fom~ :fin gular paffages in this lafl: fpeech, 
which may be worth taking notice of; cfpecially as they came from a member who WCJs no courtier: 
For he argues againft the fub:fidy. " And firfi," fays he, " for the uecejfity thereof, I cannot deny, 
'' but if it were a charge impofed upon us by her majefl.:y's commandment, or a demand proceeding 
'' from her majeily by way of requc t, that I think therl.! is not one among us all, either fo difobedient 
'' a fubject in regard of our duty, or [o unthankful a man in refpca of the ineftimable benefits which 
" by her or from her, we have received, which would not with frank confent, both of voice and 
" heart, moil willingly fubmit himfelf thereunto, withoat any unre\·erend enquiry into the caufe9 
" thereof. For it is continually in the mouth of us all, that our lands, goods, and lives are at our 
" prince's difpo:fing. And it agreeth very well with that pofiticn of the civil law, which fayeth, 
~' ~od omnia regis ju11t, But how? Ita !amen, ut omnium Jint. .Ad 1 egem enim potejla; omJZium fertinet; 
" ad fingulos proprieta.s. So that altho' it be mofi: true, that her majefiy bath over ourfdves and our 
" goods, patejlatem impera11di ; yet it is true, that until that power command (which, no doubt, will 
" not command without very juil caufe) every fubjeet hath his own proprietatem pojfidendi. Which 
" power and commandment from her majefty, which we have not yet received, I take it (fav
" ing reformation) that we are freed from the caufe of 11ecejjity. And the caufe of neceffity, is the 
~' da1igcrous efl:atc of the common wealth, &c." The tenor of the fpeech pleads rather for a general 
benevolence than a fub:fidy: For the law of Richard the third againfl: benevolence was never conceived 
to have any force. The member even proceeds to affert, with fome precaution, that it was in the power 
of a Parliament to refufe the King's demand of a fubfidy. And that there was an inftance of that 
liberty in Henry tbe third's time near four hundred years before. ~ub j11r. 
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cc1efiafi:ical commiffion, which were certainly enormous : But when l\1~·. fecre
tary \Volley reminded the houfe of her majefl:y's cotnm~nds, no one durft fecond 
the motion ; the bill was not fo much as reJd; and the fpeaker returned it back to 
l)amport, without taking the leaft notice of it*. Som~ members of the houfe, 
notwithfranding the general fubn1iffion, were even committed to cuilody on ac
count of this attempt t. 

THE imperious conduct of Elizabeth appe.1red ftill more clearly in anotLer 
parliamentary tranfaction. The right of purveyance was an antient prerogative 
by which the officers of the crown could at pleafure take provifions for the 
hou!hold from all the neighbouring counties, and the ufe of carts and carri ges ; 
and the price of thefe fervices was fixed and ftated. The payment of the mm ey 
was often diGant and uncertain ; and the rates were always much inferior to the 
matket price; fo that purveyance, befides the ilavery of it, was always regarded 
as a great burthen, and being arbitrary and cafual, was liable to great abufes. 
vVe may fairly prefume, that the hungry courtiers of Elizabeth, fupported by 
her unlimited power, would be fure to render this prerogative very oppreffive to 
the people ; and the commons had, laft feffion, found it neceffary to pafs a bill 
for regulating thefe exactions : But the bill was loft in the houfe of peers :f:. 
The continuance of the abufes begot a new attempt for redrefs ; and the fame 
bill was now revived, and fent up again to the houfe of peers, together with a bill 
for fome new regulations in the court of Exchequer. Soon after, the commons 
received a mdfage from the upper houfe, defiring them to appoint a committee 
for a conference. At this conference, the peers informed them, that the ~een, 
by a meffage, delivered by lord Burleigh, had expreffed her difpleafure, that the 
commons fhould prefume to touch on her prerogative. If there were any abufes, 
i11e faid, either in impofing purveyance, or in the practice of the court of Ex
chequer, her majefry was both able and willing to provide due reforn1ation; but 
would not permit the Parliament to intenneddle in thefe tnatters 11· The com
mons, alarmed at this intelligence, appointed a new committee to attend the 
Q.H~en, and endeavour to fatisfy her of their humble and dutiful intentions. 
Elizabeth gave a gracious reception to the committee : She exprdfed her great 
ineflimeble lovh g care towards her loving fubjects; which, fhe faid, was greater 
th;w of her own felf, or even than any of then1 could have of themfelves. She told 
them, that .fhc had already given orders for an enquiry into the abufes attendin., 
purveyance, but the dangers of the Spanifh invafion had retarded the progrefs Of 
that defign ; that !be had as much ikill, will, and power to rule her own houfe. 

4 N. hold 

* I)'Ewes, p. 438. t Strype's Life of \Vhitgift, p. 2~0. Ne. 1, ,·ol. I. p. soo. ! D'Ewes, 
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hold as any fubjetl:s whatroever to govern their~, and needed as little the affiftance 
of her neighbours; that the Exchequer was her chamber, confequently more 
near to her than even her houthold, and therefore the lef,~ proper for them to 
intermeddle with; and that fhe would of herfelf, with the advice of her council 
and the judges, redrefs all grievances in thefe matters, but would not permit 
them, by laws moved without her privity, to bereave her of the honour attend
in a thefe rcaulations *. The iffue of this matter was the fame that attended all 

b t:> 

contefi:s between Elizabeth and her Parliaments t. She feems even to have been 
more imperious, in this particular, than her predeceffors; at le aft, her more re· 
•11ote ones : For they often permitted the abufes of purveyance 11 to be redreffed by 
law :f:. Edward the third alloNed ten feveral ftatutes to be" enacted for that 

purp'Jfe. 

* D'Ewes, p. 444· t Si rixa fjl, ubi 111 pu!fcu, fgl) rz.•apulo tantum. Juven. t See the 
ftatutes under this head of purveyance. 

11 VIe may judge of the extent and importance of thefe abufes by a fpeech of Bacon's againft pur

veyors, delivered in the firft Parliament of the fubfequent reign. " Firft," fays he, " they take in 

" hand what they ought not to take; fecondly, they take in quantity a far greater proportion than 

u cometh to your majeity's ufe; thirdly, they take in an unlawful manner, in a manner, I fay. dir~ctly 

" and exprefsly prohibited by feverallaws. For the firft., I am a little to alter their name: For infiead 

" of takers, they become taxers : Inftead of taking provifions for your majeHy's fervice, they tax your 
" people ad redimendam <uexationem; impofing upon them and extorting from them divers fums of mo
,~ ney, fometimes in grofs, fometimes in the nature of Hipends annually paid, 1:e 1zoceant, to be freed 

" and eafed of their oppreilion. Again, they take trees, which by law they cannot do; timber trees 

~' which ate the beauty, countenance and fhelter of men's houfes; that men have long fpared from the i; 

.s ov;. n pm-fe and profit; that men efieem, for their u:e and delight, above ten times the value; that area 

' ' lofs which men cannot repair or recover. Thefe do they take, to the defacing and fpoiling of your 

" fubjects man:fions and dwellings, except they may be compounded with to their owo appetites. 

" And if a gentleman be too hard for them while he is at home, they will watch their time when 

u there is but a bailiff or a fervant remaining, and put the ax to the root of the tree, ere ever the 

cc mafier can flop it. Again, they u{e a ftrange and moft unjuft exaction in caufing the fu bjeas to pay 
•' poundage of their own debts, due from your majc:ty unto them ~ So as a poor man, when he has 

~ had his hay or his wood, or his poultry (which perchance he was full loath to part wi h, and had 

" for the provifion of his own family and not to put to fale) taken from him, and that not at a jufr 
" price, but under the value, and cometh to receive his money, he !hall have after the rate of twelve 

K pence in the pound abated for poundage Q[ his due payment upon fo hard conditions. Nay farther 

" they are grown to that extremity (as is affirmed, tho' it be fcarce credible, fave that in fuch pcrfon~ 
' all things are credible) that they will take double poundage, once when the debenture is made, 

" and again the fecond time, when the money is paid. For the fecond point, mofi gracious fovereign, 

" touching the quantity which they take far above that which is anfwered to your majefty's ufe; it is 
' affirmed unto me by divers gentlemen of good report, as a matter which I may fafely avouch unto 

,, your majefi.y, that there is no pound profit, which redoundeth unto your majefty in this courfe but 

'-' indut:P. th and begetteth three pound damage upon yom fubjects, befide the difcontentment. And 
" to 
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IN fo great awe did the commons ftand of every courtier, as well as of the Chap. 

crown, that they durft ufe no freedom of f~eech, which~ they thought, would 
1 5 8 9~ 

-give the ]eafl: offence to any of them. Sir Edw<:lrd I-lobby fhewed in the houfe 
his great grief, that by fomc great perfonage, not a member of the houfe, he had 
been fuarply rebuked for fpeeches delivered in Parliament: l-Ie craved the favou 
of the houfe, and defired that fome of the members might inform that great 
perfonage of his true meaning and intention in rbefe fpeeches *. The commons, 
to obviate thefe inconveniencies, p.:~flcd a vote, that no one fhould reveal th 
fecrets of the hot 1e -f~. 

/ . 

H to the end they m;~y make their fpoil more fecurely, what do they? \Vhereas divers fiatutes d& 
" ftricl:ly provide, that whatfoever they take !hall be rcgifiercd and attefied, to the end that by mak
" ing a collation of that which i~ taken from the country and that which is anfwered above, their de
'" ceits might appear, they, to the end to obfcure their deceits, utterly omit the obfervation of thi5, 
u which the law prefcribcth. And therefore to defcend, if it may pleafe your m;,jcfty, to the third 
" fort of abufc, which is of the unlawful manner of their taking, whereof this qucfiion is a branch; 
" it is fo manifold, as it rather aiketh an enumeration of fome of the particulars than a profecution of 
" all. For their price, by law they ought to take as they can agree with the fubjeCl:; by abufe theY 
" t.1ke at an impofed and enforccJ price: By law they ought to make but one apprizement by neigh
" hours in the country; by abufe, they make a fecond apprizement at the court gate, and \\hen the 
" fubjetts cattle come up many miles lean and out of plight by reafon of their travel, then they 
" prize them anew at an abated price: By law, they ought to take between fun and fun; by abufe, 
" they take by t\vilight and in the night-time, a time well chofen for malefactors: By law, they 
'' ought not to take in the high-ways (a place by her majefty's high prerogative protected, and by 
" ftatute by fpecial words excepted) by abufe, they take in the high-ways: By law, they ough 
" to fhew their commiffion, &c. A number of other particulars there are, &c." Bacon's \-Vorks .. 

vol. IV. p. 305, 305. 
Snch were the abufes, which_Elizabeth would neither permit her Parliaments to meddle with, nor re

rlrefs herfelf. I believe it will readily be allowed, that this flight prerogative alone, \vhich has pa!fed 
almoft unobferved amidil other branches of fo much greater importance, wa3 fullicient to extingui!h 
all regular liberty. For what eleetor, or member of Parliament, or even juryman, dvrft oppofe the 
will of the court, while he lay under the bfh of fuch an arbitrary prerogative ? for a farther ac
count of the grievous and incredible oppreffions of purveyors, fee t~e journals of the houfe of corn_ 
mons, vol. I. p. J go. There is a ftory of a carter, which may be worth mentioning on this occafion. 
<' A carter had three times been at vVindfor with his cart to carry away, upon fununons of a rcmov::, 
" fome part of the ftuff of her majefty's wardrobe ; and when he had repaired thither once, twice. 
" and the third time, and that they of the wardrobe had told him the third time that the remov 
' held not, the ca~;ter, clapping his hand on his thigh, {aid, Now I fie, thttt tbe ~1een i: a woma1. 
'' as ru:ell as my rwife. Which words being overheard by her majeJly, who then fl:ood at the window, 
,, fhe faid, What a <Villain is this? and fo fent him three angels to ftop his mouth. Birch's ~ 'lemoirs 

vol. I. P· I55· • D'Ewes, P· 43Z' 433· 
t An aa was paffed this feffion, enforcing the former flatute, '":hich impofed twenty pound a 

month on every one abient from public worihip ; But the penalty was refirieted to t '0 thirds of th 
income of the recufant. .29 Eli2:. tap. 6. 
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THE difcomfiture of the Armada had begot in the nation a kind of enthufhftic 
pafilon for enterprizes againft Spain ; and nothing feemed now impoffible to be 
atchieved by the valour and fortune of the Englifh. Don Antonio, prior of 
Crato, was a natural fon of the royal family of Portugal, who, truf1 ing to the 
averfion of his countrymen againfr the Caftilians, had advanced a claim to the 
crown, and flying firfl: to France, thence to England, had been encouraged both 
by Henry and Elizabeth in his pretenfions. .A. deflgn was formed by the people, 
not the court, of England to conquer the kingdom for Don Antonio: Sir Francis 
Drake and Sir John N orris were the leaders in this romantic enterprize : Near 
twenty thoufand voluntiers t inlifted themfelves in the fervice: And {hips were 
hired, as well as arms provided, at the foie charge of the adventurers. The 
~een's frugality kept her from contributing more than fixty thoufand pounds 
to the exrence; and ihe only allowed fix of her ihips of war to attend the expe
dition*. There was more fpirit and bravery, than foreflght or prudence, in 
the conduct of this cnterprize. The fmall frock of the adventurers would not 
permit them to buy either provifions or ammunition fufficient for fuch an under
taking: They even wanted veffels to frow the numerous voluntiers, who crowded 
to them ; and they were obliged to feize by force fome ihips of the hanfe towns, 
which they met with at fea : An expedient, which fet them fomewhat more at 
their_ eafe in point of room for their men, but remedied not the deficiency of 
their provifions t. Had they failed directly to Portugal, it is believed, that the 
good will of the people, joined to the defencelefs ftate of the kingdom, might 
have enfured them of fuccefs : But hearing, that great preparations were making 
at the Groine for the invafion of England, they were induced to go thither, and 
deftroy this new armament of Spair. They broke into the harbour; burned 
fome lhips of war, particularly one commanded by Recalc~e, vice admiral of 
Spain ; they defeated an army of four or five thoufand men, which was alfembled 
to oppofe them; they alfaulted the Groine, and took the lower town, which they 
pillaged ; and they would have taken the higher, tho' well fortified, had they 
not found their ammunition and provifions beginning to fall Ihort. The young 
earl of Effex, a nobleman of very promifing hopes, who, fired with the thirft 
of military honour, had fecretly, unknown to the ~1een, ftole from England, 
here joined the adventurers ; and it was then agreed by common confent to make 
fail for Portugal, the main object of their enterprize. 

t Birch's Memoirs of ~een Elizabeth, vol. I. p. 61. Monfon, p. 267, fays, that there were only 
fourteen thoufand foldiers and four thoufand feamen in the whole on this expedition: But the accoLmt 
('Ontained in Dr. Birch, is giren by one of the moft confiderable of the i.dventurers. 

· Monfon, p. 267. t Ibid. p. 1 59· 
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THE Eng i landed at Paniche, a fea-port town, twelve leagues from Li Lbon; 

and N orris lee! the army to that capital, while Drake undertook to fail up the 

river, and att. ck the city with hi united forces. By this titne, the court of 

Spain had got leizure to prepare againft the invafion of the Engli!h. Forces 

were thrown into Lifoon : The Portuguefe were difarmed: All fufpeeted per

fqns were tal'en into cuftody : And thus, tho' the inhabitants bore great affeCtion 

to Don Antonio, none of them dared to declare in favour of the invaders. The 

Englifh army, however, made themfelves mafiers of the fuburbs, which abounded 

with riches of all I~inds; but as they defired to conciliate the affections of the 

Portugueze, and were more intent on honour than pro6t, they obferved a ftri.:l: 

difcipline, and abn:ained from all plunder. Meanwhile they found their ammu

nition and provifions totally exhaufied ; they had not a fingle cannon to make a 

brtach in the walls ; the admiral had not been able to pafs fame fortreifes, which 
guarded the river ; there was no appearance of any infurreCtion in their favour ; 

ficknefs from fatigue, hunger, and intemperance in wine and fruits had feized the 
army : So that it \ as found requifite to make all ha He poffible to reimbarl--. 
'I'hey were not purfued by the enemy ; and finding, at the mouth of the river, 

fixty fhips laden with naval fiores, they feized them as lawful prize ; tho' they 

belonged to the Hanfe Towns, a neutral power. They failed thence to Vigo, 

which they took and burned ; and having ravaged the country round, they fet 

fail and arrived fafely in England. Above the half of thefe gallant adventurers 

periihed by ficl~nefs, famine, fatigue, and the fword * ; and England reaped 

. n1uch more honour than profit fr 111 this extraordinary expedition. It is com

puted, that eleven hundred gentlemen embarked on board this fleet, and that 

only thtee hundred and fifty furvived thefe multiplied difafiers t. 
WHEN thefe fl1ips were on their voyage homewards, they met with the earl of 

Cumberland, who was outward bound, with a fleet of feven fail, all equipped at 

his own charge, exc pt one fhip of war, which the Queen had lent him. That 
nobleman fup lied Sir Francis Drake with fome provifions ; a generofity, which 
faved the lives of many of Drake's men, but which the others fuffered feverely 

for aft ·rwards. Cumber! and failed towards the Terceras, and took feveral 
prizes from the enemy ; but the richeft, valued at an hundred thoufand pounds, 

perifhed in her return, \Vith all her cargo, near St. Michael's Mount in Cornw(!l. 

l\1any of thefe adventurers were killed in a ra!h attempt at the Terceras: A de

firucrive mortality feized the refi: And it was with difficulty that the few hands, 

which remained, were able to fieer the ihips home into harbour :f:. 

· Birch's 1\fcmoirs, vol. I. p. 61. t Birch, Hid. l Monfon, p. 161. 
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Chap. V. 'THe' the fignal advantages, gained over the Spaniards, and the fpirit, which 
1 

;Sg. they infufed into the Engli!h, gave ElizZ~beth great fecurity during the reft of 
Scotch afE~irs. her rei.;n, fhe could not forbear keeping an anxious eye towards Scotland, v:hofe 

fituaticn rendered the revolutions of that kingdom always of importance to her. 
It might have been expected, that this high-fpirited princefs, who knew fo well 
;to enccunter danger, would not have retained that fufpicious jealoufy towards 
Scotlard, with which, during the lifc-tin1e of Mary, fhe had been fo much agi
'tJted. J ames had indeed fucceedcd to all his mother's claims ; but he had not 
fucceeced to the favour of the Catholics, which coultl alone render tht fe claims 

dangeous * : .l\.nd as the ~een was now well advJnced in years, and enjoyed 
.the mcft uncontrouled authority over her fubjetb, it was not likely, that the 

,' King of Scots, who was of an indolent unambitious temper, wou~d ever gir-e 
her an; difturbance in the poffeffion of her throne. Yet all thefe circu n1fl:ances 
could not remove her timorous fufpicions: And fo far from fatisfying the nation 
by a f~ ttlement of the fucceffi · n, or a deciaration of J ames's title, l11e was as 
anxiou; to prevent every incident, which might raife his credit or procure him 
the regard of the Englilb, as if he bad been her immedi . .lte rival and competitor. 
Mofi: cf his miniflers and favourites were her penfioners; and as l11e was defirous 
.to hinc.er him from marrying and having children, fhe obliged them to throw 
obfracl~s in the way of every alliance, even the moft reafonable, which could 
be offe~ed him; and during fame years, fhe fucceeded in this malignant po
licy t. He had fixed on the elddl: daughter of the King of Denmark, who 
being 1 remote prince and not very powerful, could give her no umbrage; 
yet diG !he fo artfully crof.~ this negotiation, that the Danil11 monarch, impatient 
of delay, married his daughter to the duke of Brunfwic. J ames then renewed 
his fui: to lhe younger princefs ; and frill found obftacles from the intrigues of 
Elizabtth, • who, merely with a view of interpofing delay, propofed to him the 
.fift:er o:- the King of Navarre, a princefs much older than himfelf, and entirely 
deftitute of fortune. The young King, befides the defire of fecuring himfelf 
by offs?ring, from thofe traiterous attempts, too frequent among his fubjec1s, had 
been fi> watched by the rigid aufterities of the eccle.Gaftics, that he had another· 
inducement to marriage, which is not fo ufual with monarchs. His impatience, 
therefo:e, broke thro' all the politics of Elizabeth : The articles of marriage 
were fettled : The ceremony was performed by proxy : And the princefs em
barked for Scotland; but was drove by a fi:orrn into a port of Norway. This 
tempef, and fome others, which happened near the fame time, were univerfally 
.believed in Scotland and Denmark to have proceeded from a combination of the 

Scottifh 
• Win wood, vol. I. p. 5 I. t Melvil, p. 1661 '77· 
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Scottifh and Danilh witches; and the dying conFeffion of the criminals vas fup
pofed to place the acculation beyond all controverfy *. J ames, howevet, tho' a 
great believer in forcery, was not deterred by this incident from taking a voyage, 
in order to conduCl: his bride home: He arrived in Norway; carried the Queen 
thence to Copenhagen ; and having paffed the winter in that city, he brotght her 
next fpring to Scotland, where they were joyfully received by the peopk The 
clergy alone, who never let pafs an opportunity of vexing him, made oppdition to 
the ~een's coronation, on account of the ceremony of anointing her, whi(h, they 
alledged, was either a J ewifl1 or a popiili rite ; and therefore utterly antichriflian 
and unlawful. But J ames \-vas as much bent on the ceremony, as they were· 
averfe to it; and after much controverfy and many intrigues, his atthority,. 
:vhich had not often happened, at la!l: prevailed over their oppofition t. 

C H A P. VI. 

French affa£rs.-Murder ~f the duke of Guife.-Murder of Henry 
the third.-Progrefs oj .. Henry the fourth.-Nar-ual entaprizes 
againfl Spahz.--A Parliament.-Henry the fourth embrzces the 
catholic religion.-Scotch tif!airs.-Naval enterprizes.-A. 
Parliament .. --Peace of Vervins.-'The earl of Ejfex. 

AFT ER a· ftate of great anxiety and many difficulties, Elizabeth had at 
xsgc 

length reached a fituation, where, tho' her afE irs ftill required at1ention, 
and found employment for her active temper, fhe was removed from all danger 
of any immediate revolution, and might reganl the efforts of her enemi:s with 
[ome degree of confidence and fecurity. Her fuccefsful and prudent adrriniftra-
tion had gained her, together w'th the admiration of foreigners, the affetions of 
her own fubjects; and after the death of the Q8een of Scots, even the catholic!', 
however difcontented, pretended not to difpute her title, or adhere to an~ other 
perfon as her rival and competitor. J ames, curbed by his factious nobility and 
ecclefia!l:ics, poffeffed at home very little authority; and was follicitous torernain 
on good terms with Elizabeth and the Englifh nation, in hopes that time aided 
by his patient tranquillity, would fecure him that rich fucceffion, to wlich his 
birth entitled him. The Hollanders, tho' overmatched in their conte.l: with . 

Spa·,, 

• Melvil, P.• 180, t Spotfwcod, p. 38 t· 
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Sp.1in, frill made an obflinate refiftance ; and fuch was their unconquerable anti
pat'1y to their old mafters, and fuch the prudent conduCt of young Maurice, 
their governor, that the fubduing that fmall territory, if at all poilible, muft be 
the work of years, and the rcfulr of many and great fucceffes. Philip, who, in 
his powerful effort againft England, had been tranf1Jorted by refentment and am
bition beyond his ufual cautious maxims, was now difabled, and frill more dif
cournged, from adventuring again on fuch hazardous enterprizes. The fituation 
alfo of afE1irs in France, began chiefly to employ his attention ; but notwith
ftanding all his artifice, and force, and expence, the events in that kingdom 

proved every day more contrary to his pretenfions, and more favourable to the 

friends and confederates of England. 

THE violence of the League having conftrained Henry to declare war againft 
the 1-Iugonots, thefe religionifts feemed expofed to the utmoft danger; and Eli
zabeth, fenfible of the intimate conneCtion between her own interefts and thofe 
of that party, had f~1pported the King of Navarre by her negociations in Ger
many, and frill more by large fums of money, which fhe remitted for levying 
forces in that country. That heroic prince, not difcouraged by the great fupe · 
riority of his enemies, took the field ; and in the year 15 d 7 gained, at Coutras, 
a corn pleat victory over the army of the French King; but as his allies, the Ger
n1ans, were at the f:1me time difcomfited by the army of the League, under the 
duke of Guife, his fituation, notwithftanding his viCtory, ieerncd ftill as defpe· 
rate as ever. The chief advantage which he reaped from this diverfity of fuccefs, 
was the divifions which, by that means, took place among his enemies. The 
inhabitants of Paris, intoxicated with admiration of Guife, and fl:rongly preju
diced againft their King, whofe intentions had become fufpicious to them, took 
to arms, and obliged Henry to fly for his fafety. That prince, diffembling his 
refentmcnt, entered into negociation with the League; and having conferred 
n1any high offices on Guife and his partizans, fummoned an afft:mbly of the ftates 
at Blois, under pretence of fi 1ding means and expedients to fupport the intended 
war againft the llugonots. "fhe various fcenes of perfidy and cruelty which had 
been exhibited in France, had juftly begot a mutual diffidence among all parties; 
yet Guife, trufting more to the timidity than honour of the King, ratl.1ly put himfe.f 
into the hands of that monarch, and expected, by the afcendant of his own ge
nius, to make him fubmit to all his exorbitant pretenfions. I-Ienry, tho' of an 
eafy difpofition, not i1eddy to his refolutions, nor even to his promifes, wanted 
neither courage nor capacity; and finding all his fubtilties eluded by the vigour 
.of Gnife, and eYen his throne expofed to the mort imminent danger, he embraced 

n1ore 
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nore violent counfels th1n were natural to him, and ordered that duke and his Chap. VI. 
brother, the cardinal of Guife, to be aflaffinated in his palace. •S<J0

• 

·THis cruel execution, which the neceffity of it could alone excufe, had nearlv 
proved fatal to the author, and feemed at firfl: to plunge him into greater dange;s 
than thofe which he fought to avoid, by taking vengeance on his enemy. Tl, 
partizans of the league were en flamed with th.e utmoft rrtge agait Cl: him: TIe 
populace every where, particularly at Paris, renoun ed a·ll allegiance to him · 
The eccleGaftics and the preachers filled all places With execration againft h · 
name: And the moft powerful ci ties, and the moft opulent provinces, appeare 
to combine in a refolution of renouncing n1onarchy, or of changing their mo· 
narch. Henry, finding fiender refources among his catholic fuhjeB:s, was con
fl:rained to enter into a confederacy with the Ilugonots and the King of N avarre : 
He enlifted large bodies of Swifs infantry and German cavalry: And. being frill 
fupported by his chief nobility, he affembled, by all thefe means, an army of near 
!Vrty thoufand men, and advanced to the gates of Paris, ready to cru!h the 
League, and fubdue all his enemies. The defperate refolution of one man di-
verted the courfe of tht'fe great events. J aques Clement, a Dominican monk, 
inflamed by that bloody fpirit of bigotry which difiingui!hes this century, and a 
great part of the following one, beyond all other ages of the world, embraced the 
reiolution of facrificing his own life, in order to fave the church from the per
fecutions of an heretical tyrant; and being admitted, under fome pretext, to the Murder 0 

King's prefence, he gave that prince a mortal wound with a knife, and was im- H~nry the 

mediately put to death, by the courtiers, who hafrily revenged the murder of thud. 

their fovereign. 1'his ren1arkable incident happened on the firft of Auguft, 

1589. 
THE King of N avarre, next heir to the crown, affi.1med the government, un

der the title of Henry the fourth ; but fucceeded to much greater difficulties than 
thofe which furrounded his predeceffor. The prejudices entertained againft his re
ligion, made a great part of the nobility defert him ; and it was only by his pro
mife of hearkening to conferences and infi:ruB:ion, that he could engage any of 
the catholics to adhere to his undoubted title. The League, governed by the 
duke of Mayenne, brother to Guife, gathered new force; and the King of Spain 
entertained views, either of difmembering the monarchy, or of annexing the 
whole to his own dominions. In thefe diftrefsful circumfrances, Henry addreffed 

himfelf to Elizabeth, and found her well difpofed to contribute to his affiftance, 
and to oppofe the progrefs of the catholic League, and of the King of Spain, 
her inveterate and dangerous enemies. To prevent the defertion of his Swifs and 
German troops, fhe made him a prefent of twenty-two tl1<~ufand pounds; a larger 

40 fum 
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fum than, as he declared, he had ever feen before : And fhe f~nt him a reinforce
ment of four thoufand men, under lord Willoughby, an officer of reputation, 

who joined the French at Dieppe. Strengthened by thefe fupplies, Henry march
ed directly to Paris; and having taken the fuburbs, fword in hand, he abandon
ed them to be pillaged by his foldiers. He employed this body of Englifh troops in 

many other enterprizes; and found fl:ill great caufe to praife their courage and 
fidelity. 'I'he time of their fervice being elapfed, he difmiffed them with many 

l1igh commendations. Sir William Drury, Sir Thomas Baikerville, and Sir John 
Boroughs, acquired reputation this campaign, and revived in France the ancient 
fame of Englifh valour. 

1'HE army which Henry next campaign led into the field, was much inferior 
to that of the League; but as it was compofed of the chief nobility of France, 
he feared not to encounter his enemies in a pitched battle at Yvree, and he 
gained a compleat victory over them. This fuccefs enabled him to blockade 
Paris, and he reduced that capital to the lafi: extremity of famine: When the 
duke of Parma, in confequence of orders from Philip, n1arched to the relief 
of the League, and obliged Henry to raife the blockade. Having performed 
this important fervice, he retired back to the Low Countries; and by his con
fummate ikill in the art of war, performed thefe long znarches in the face of the 
enemy, without affording the French monarch that opportunity which he fought, 

of giving him battle, or fo much as putting his army once in diforder. The 
only lofs which he fuftained, was in the Low Countries ; where prince Maurice 

took advantage of his abfence, and recovered fome towns which Parma had for
med y conquered from the States *. 

TI~E fituation of Henry's affairs, tho' promifing, was not fo well advanced or 
eftabii01ed as to make the ~een difcontinue her fuccours; and ihe was fii11 more 
confirmed in the refolution of fupporting him, by fon1e advantages gained by the 
Kir.g of Spain. The duke of Mercreur, governor of Britanny, a prince of the 
houfe of Lorraine, had declared for the League; and finding himfelf hard pref· 
1ed by ! -lenry's forces, · he had been obliged, in order to his fecurity, to introduce 
f. me Spt!r ifh troops into the fea·port towns of that province. Elizabeth was 

· alarmed 

'if< This year the nation futfered a great 1ofs, by the death of Sir Francis \Valii.nghamJ fecretary of 

.!bte; a man equally celebrated for his ability and his integrity. He had paffed thro' many employmcnts, 

ha<!1 been very fi·ugal in his expences, yet died fo poor, that his family was obliged to give llim a pri
vate buri;1l. He left only one daughter, firft married to Sir P!•ilip Sidney, then to the ~arl of Eflex, 
favourite to Queen Eiizabeth, and lafily to the earl of Clanricar e of Ireland. The fame year died 
Thomas Randolph, who had been employed by the ~een in feveral embailies to Scotland; as did 
. ilo the earl of Wan~·ic, elder brother to Leicefter. 
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alarmed with the danger; and forefaw, that the Spaniards, befide~ i 1fefling the 
Englifh commerce by privateers, might employ thefe harbours as the feat of their 
naval preparations, and might more eafily, from that near neighbourhood, than 
from Spain or Portuga1, project an invafion of England. She concluded, there-

. fore, a new treaty with Henry, in which fl1e engaged to fend over three thoui:1nd 
men, to be employed in the reduction of Britanny, and flipulatc:d, that her charges 
fhould, in a twelve month, or fo foon as the enemy was expelled, be refunded 
her*. Thefe forces were corn manded by Sir John N orris ; and under him by his 
brother Henry, and by Anthony Shirley. Sir Roger Williams was at the 
head of a fmall body which garrifoned Dieppe: And a fquadron of fl1ips, under 
the command of Sir Henry Palmer, lay upon the coa!l: of France, and intercept
ed all the veffels belonging to the Spaniards or the Leaguers. 

THE events of war can very little be regulated before hand by any treaty or 
agreement; and Henry, who found it requifite to lay afide the projected enter
prize againft Britanny, perfuaded the Engli!h commanders to join his army~ 
and to oke a fhare in the war which he carried on in Picardy t. N otwithftand
ing the difgufl: which Elizabeth received from this difappointment, he laid before 
her a plan for expelling the Leaguers from Normandy, and perfuaded her to fend 
over a new body of four thoufand men, to affi!l: him in that cnterprize. The 
earl of Effex was appointed general of thefe forces ; a young nobleman, who, 
by many exterior accomplilhments, and frill more real merit, was daily advanc
ing in favour with Elizabeth, and feemed to occupy that place in her affeB:ions 
which Leicefter, who was now deceafed, had fo long enjoyed. Effex, impatient 
for military fame, was extremely uneafy to lie fome time at Dieppe unemployed; 
and had not the orders which he received from his tniftrefs been fo pofitive, he 
would gladly have accepted of Henry's invitation, and have ma~ched to join the 
French army now in Champagne. This plan of operations was alfo propofed to 
Elizabeth, by the French ambaifador; but !he rejected it with great difpleafure; 
and il1e threatned immediately to recall her troops, if Henry fhould perfevere 
any longer in his prefent praCtice, of bre~king all concert with her, and attending 
to nothing but his own intereUs t· Urged by thefe motives, th.e French King, 
at la!l:, led his army into Normandy, and laid fiege to Roiien, which he reduced 
to great difficulties. But the League, who were unable of themfelves to take the 
field againft him, had again recourfe to the duke of Parma, who received orders 
o march to their affifl:ance. IIe executed this enterprize with his ufual ability 
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and fuccefs; and, for the prefent, frurrrated all the projects of I-Ienry and Eliza~o 
beth. This princefs, who kept fiill in view the interefts of her own kingdoms.· 
in all her foreign tranfatl:ions, was impatient under thefe difappointffients, b!am
ed Henry for his negligence in the execution of treaties, and complained, that 
the Englifh forces were thrufl: forward in every hazardous enterprize :f:. It is 
probable, however, that their own ardent courage, and thc.ir defire ot diftin
guifhing themfelves in fo celebrated a theatre for war, were the caule why they 
fo often enjoyed this l?erilous honour. 

NoTWITHSTANDING the indifferent fuccefs of former entc- rprizes, the ~een 
was fenfible how neceffi1ry it was to fupport I-Ienry againft the League and the 
Spaniards; and fhe formed a new treaty with him, in which they agreed, never 
to make peace with Philip, but by common confent; jhe promifed to fend him _ 
a new fupply of four thoufand men ; and he ftipulated to repay her charges in a 
twelvemonth, to enlploy there forces, joined to a body of French troops, in .an 
expedition againfl Britanny, and to confign into her hands a fea- port town of that . 
province, for a retreat to the Englifh *. Henry knew the impoflibility of execut
ing fo:ne of thefe articles, and the imprudence of fulfilling others ; but finding 
them rigidly infi(1ed on by Elizabeth, he accepted of her fuccours, and trufted 
that he might eaGly, under fome pretence, be able to excufe his failure in the exe·· 
cution of his pare of the treaty. This campaign was the Jeaft fuccefsful to Henry 
of ~11 thofe which he had yet carried on againft the League: 

DuRING there military operations in France,. Elizabeth employed her naval 
power againH: Spain, and endeavoured to intercept the VVe!t-Indi:1n tr~arures, the 
fource of that greatnefs which rendered Philip fo formidable to a1l his neighbours. 
She fent a fquadron of feven fhips, under the command of lord Thomas How
ard, for this fervice; but the King of Spain, informed of her purpofe, fitted out 
a navy of fifty-five fail, and difpatched them to efcort the Indian fleet. They fell 
jn with the Engliih fquadron ; and by the . courageous obflinacy of Sir Richard 
Greenville, the vice·admira1, who refufed to make Hril with the refl: of the fqua
dron, they took one fhip, the firft Englifh man of war which had yet fallen into 
he hands. of the Spaniards t. The reft of the fquadron returned fafely into 

England, 

t Camden, P· s6z. ~ Rymer, vol. XVI. p. 151, t68, 171, IJ3. 
t· This action of Sir Richard Creenville is fo fingular, as to merit a more· particular relation. He

w~s engaged alone with the whole Spani!h fleet of fifty-three fail, which had ten thoufand men on 
board ; and from the time the fight begun, which was about three in tlie afternoon, to the break of 
day next morning, he repulfed the enemx fifteen times, tho' they continually fhifted their veffels, and 1 

· oarded with fiefh men. In the. beginning of the aaion he himfelf re,eived a wound; but he con-: 

'i tinued , 
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England, fruftrated of their expetlations, but pleafing themfelves with· the idea 
that their attempt had not been altogether fruitlefs in hurting the enemy. The· 
Indian fleet had been fo long detained in the I-lavanna, from the fear of the Eng~· 
li!h, that they were obliged at ]aft to fet fail in an improper feafon, and moft oF 
tht'm peri!hed by fhipwreck ere they reached the Sp.mifh harbours :f:. The earl of, 
Cumberland made a like unfuccefsful enterprizc againft the Spanifh trade. He· 
carried out one Ihip of the ~een's, and feven others, equipped at his own ex
pence; but the prizes which he made, did not compenfate him for the charge 11· 

THE fpirit of thefe expenfive and hazardous adventures was very prevalent in 
England. Sir W alter Raleigh, who had enjoyed great favour with the ~1een, 
finding his intereft to decline, refolvcd to recover her good graces by fome im
portant undertaking; and as his reputation was high in England, he perfuad
ed great numbers to engage with him as volunteers, in an attempt on the· \V eft~ 
Indies. The fleet· was detained fo long in the Channel~ by contrary winds, that 
the feafon was loft: Raleigh :vas recailed by the ~1een : Sir M art in Forb1Iher. 
fucceeded to the command, and made a privateering voyage againft the Spaniards. 
He took a rich Carrack near the ifland of Flores, and d,il:l:oyed another*. 
About the fame time, Thomas \Vhite, a Londoner, took two Spanifh 1hips, which, 
befides fourteen hundred chetts of quickfilver, contained above two millions of 
bulls for indulgences; a commodity ufelefs to the Eng!i!h, but which had coft · 
the King of Spain three hundred thoufand florins, and would have been fold by · 
him in the In dies for five millions •. 

Trns 

tinued doing· his duty above deck till eleven· at night, when receiving a frefh wound, he was catried 
down to be dreficd. During this operation he received a fhot in the head, and the furgeon was killed. 
by his fide. The Engliih began now to want powder ; all their fmall arms were broke or become ufe
lefs ; of their number, whkh were but a hundred and three at firft, forty were kWed, and a!moft all 
the reil: wounded; their mafts were beat overboard, their tackle cut in pieces, and nothing but a hulk 
left, unable to TI10ve one way or other. In th1s fituation Sir Richard propofe.:i tQ the fhip's compan.', 
to truft to the mercy of. God, not to that of the Spaniards, and to deilroy the !hip. with themfelves, 

1 ather than yield te the enemy. The mafl:er gunner, aud many of the fear.J.en, agreed to this defpe
rate refolution; but·others oppofcd it, and obliged Greenville to funender himfelf prifoner. He rlicd 
a few days after ; and his laft words· were : " Here die 1, Richard Greenvil!e, with a joyful and 
" quiet mind ; for that I have ended· my: life as a true foldier ought to do, fighting for his coun
" try, ~ecn, religion, and honour: My. foul willingly departing from this body, leaving behind 
" the lafl:mg fame of having behaved as every valiant foldier is in duty bound to do.'' The Spaniards . 
loft in this fharp tho' unequal action, four fhips, and about a thoufand men. And Greenville's v ifcl 
herfelf perifhed foon afte1·, with two hundred Spaniards in her. Hackluyt's Voyages7 vol. Il. p:lrt 2, 

p. 169. Camden, p. 565 • 
.t I\1onfonJ p. 16 3. Jl Ibid. p. 169~ ~ lbid. p. x6 5. Cam den, p. 56 • 
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THIS war did great damage to Spain ; but it was attended with confiderable 
expence to England, and Elizabeth's minifters computed, that, fince the com
mencement of it, The had expended in Flanders and France, and on her naval 
expeditions, above one million two hundred thoufand pounds* ; a charge which, 
notwithftanding her extreme frugality, was too burthenfome for her narrow reve-

19 February. nues to bear. She fummoned, therefore, a Parliament, in order to obtain fup
A Parliament ply : But {he either thought her authority fo e(l:ablifhed, that !he needed to make 

them no conceffions in return, or fhe rated her power and prerogative above mo
ney: For there was never any Parliament whom fl1e treated in fo haughty a man
ner, whom !he made tnore fenfible of their own weaknefs, or whofe privileges 
fhe more undervalued. \Vhen the fpeaker, Sir Edward Coke, made the three 
ufual demands, of freedom from arrefts, of accefs to her perfon, and of liberry 
of fpeech; fl1e replied to him, by the mouth of Puckering, lord-keeper, that 
liberty of fpeech was granted the commons, but they muft know what liberty 
they were entitled to; not a liberty for every one to fpeak what he 1ifieth, 
or what cometh in his brain to utter; their privilege extended no farth"r than a 
liberty of Aye or No: That .!he enjoined the fpeaker, if he perceived any 
idle heads fo negligent of their own fafety, as to attempt reforming the church, 
or innovating in the commonwealth, that he .lhould refufe any ·bills exhibited to 
that purpofe, till they were examined by fuch as were fitter to confider of thefe 
things, and could better judge of them : That ihe would not impeach the free
dom of their perfons; but they mufl: beware, left, under colour of this privilege, 
they imagined, that any negleCl: of their duty could· be covered or protected : 
And that fhe would not refufe them accefs to her perfon; provided it was upon 
urgent and weighty caufes, and at times convenient, and when fhe might have lei
fure from other important caufes of the realm t. 

NoTWITHSTANDING the menacing and contemptuous air of this fpeech, the 
i.1trepid and indefatigable Peter vVentworth, not difcouraged by his former ill 
fuccefs, ventured to tranfgrefs the imperial orders of Elizabeth. He prefented 
to the lord- keeper a petition, in which he deHred the upper houfe to join the lower 
in a fupplication to her majdly, for entailing the fucceffion of the crown; and 
declared, that he had a bill ready prepared for that purpofe. This method of 
proceeding was fufficiently refpetl:ful and cautious; but the fubjeCl: was always ex. 
tremely difagreeable to the ~1een, and what ibe had exprefsly prohibited any one to 
meddle with: She fent Wentworth immediately to the Tower; committed Sir 
'Thomas Bromley, who had ieconded him, to the Fleet prifon, together with Ste-

vens, 

"' Strype, \'Ol. Ill. 

\. 



ELIZABET 6ss 
vens, and Wein1, two members, to whom Sir Thomas had communicated his Clnp. V • 
intention :f:. About a fort.1ight after, a motion was made in the houfe, to peti- 1 )93· 
tion the ~een, for the releafe of thefe members; but it was anfwered by all the 
privy count( liors there prefent, that her majefty had committed them for caufes 
beCt known to herfelf, and that to prefs her on that head would only tend to the 
prejudice of tl - gentlemen whom they meant to ferve: She would rdeafe them 
whenever ihe thought proper, and would be better plcafed to do it of her own 
proper motion, tha. from their fuggdl:ion 11· The houfe willingly acquicfccd in 
this reafoning. 

So arbitrary an acr, at the commenceznent of the feffion, might well reprefs 
all farther attempts for fr edom : But the religious zeal of the puritans was not 
fo e. fily reftrained; and it infpired a courage which no human motive was able 
to furmount. 1\1orrice, attorney of the court of wards, rnade a morion for re~ 
dreffing the abufes in the bifhops' courts, but above all, in the high comrniffion; 
where fubfcriptions, he faid, were exat1:ed to articles at the pleafur of the pre 
1ates; where oaths were impofed, obliging perfons to anfwer to all quefi:ions with
out diftinction, even tho' they fhould tend to tht ir own condemnation; and 
where every one ' ho refufed entire fatisfatl:iou to the commiffioners, was impr'. 
foned, without relief or remedy*. 'I'his n1otion was feconded by fom ... mem
bers; but the minifters and privy counfellors oppofed it ; and foretold the con
fequences which enfued. The ~1een fent for the fpeaker; and after requiring 
him to deliver M orrice's bill to her, fhe told him, that it was in her power to call 
P. rliaments, in her power to diffolve them, in her power to give a11ent or diifent 
to any determination which they fhould form : That her purpofe in fummoning 
thi Parliament was twofold, to have laws enacted for the farther enforcement of 
unifo;mity in religion, and to prov]de for the defence of the nation, againfl: the 
exorbitant power of Spain: That thefe two points ought, therefore, to be the 
object of their deliberation: She had e joined them already, by th"' mouth of 
the lord l'"eeper, to meddle neither with matters of ftate nor of religion ; and 
fhe wondered how any one could be fo a r ning, as to tt"'mpt a fubjet1: fo ex
prefsly contrary to her prohibition: That fl1e was h'ghly offended with this pre
fumption; anc took th~ prefent opr ortunity to reiterate t 1c comman ]s given by 
the l'"eeper, and to require, that no bill, regarding either frate aff irs, or re
formation in cau[es ecc]efiafl:ical, be exhibited in the houle: And that in parti
cular .fhe charged the fpeake · upon his allegiance, t!l t · f any fuch bills were of
fered, ab!-olutcly to refufe them a reading, and not fo 11Llch a p"rmit them to e 

:t: D' Ewes, p. 470. Townfet! , p. ) · ~· 
Townfcnd, p. 6o. 

U D'Ewcs, p. L~97· 
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debated ·by the members*. ~fhis command from the Qgeen was fubmitted 
to, without farther guefl:ion. Morrice was feized in the ho 1fe _by a ferjeant at 
arms, difcharged from his office of chancellor of the dutchy, difabled from any 
praCtice .in his profeffion as a common lawyer, and kept for fome years prifoner 

in Tilbury cafrle t. 
TnE ~een having thus exprefsly pointed out, both what the houfe fhould and 

l110uld not do, the commons were as obfequious to the one as to the other of her 
.injunctions. They paired a very fevere law againft recufants; fuch a law as was 
fuitcd to the pcrfccuting fpirit of Elizabeth, and of that age. It was intitled, An 
aB: to retain her majeily's fubjeB:s in their due obedience; and was meant, as the 
preamble declares, to obviate fuch inconveniencies and perils as might grow from 
the wicked practices of feditious fectaries and difloyal perfons: For thefe two 

fpecies of criminals w.ere a1 ways, at that tin1e, confounded together, as equally 
dangerous to .the peace of fociety. It was enaCted, th!t any perfon, above fix
teen years of age, who o bfiinately refufed, during the fpace of a month, to at
tend the public worfhip, fhould be committed to prif0n ; that, if after being 
condemned for this offence, he perfift three months in his refufal, he mull: abjure 
the rcllm; and that if he either refule this cond:tion, or return after banifhment, 
he is to fuffer capitally as a fdon, without benefit of clergy t· This Jaw bore 
equally hard upon the puritans as upon the catholics ; and had it not been im· 
_pofed by the ~een's authority, was probably, in that refpeEt, Vfry much con
trary to the private fentiments and inclinations of the majority ir. the houfe of 
commons. Very little oppofition, however, appears there to have been openly 
made to it 11. · 

THE expences of the war with Spain having reduced the ~een to great ne· 
ceffity of a fupply, the grant of fubfidies feems to have been the moft important 
bufinefs of this Parliament; and it was a fingular mark of the high fpirit of Eli· 
beth, that, while confcious of a prefent dependance on the commons, fhe opened 
the feffion with the moft haughty treatment of them, and covered her weaknefs 

·under fuch a lofty appearance of fuperiority. The commons readily voted two 
fubfidies and four fifteenths; but this fum not appearing fuffident to the court, a 

:very unufual expedient was fallen upon to induce them to make an enlargement in 
their 

a D' Ewes, p. 474, 478. Townfend, p. 62. t Heylin's Hiftory of the Preibyterians, 

p. 3zo. :t: 35 Eliz. c. 1. 

1'1 After enacting this ftatute, the clergy, in order to remove the odium from themfelves, often took 

care that recufants !hou1d be tried by the civil judges at .the affizes~ rather than by the ecclefiaftical 

cohlmi11ioners. Strype's Ann. :vol. IV, p. 264-. 
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their conceffion. The peers informed the commons in a. conference, that they Chap. VI .. 
could nr)t give their affent to the fupply voted, thinking it too fmall for th~ 1 

593· 

QEeen's occaflons: They therefore propofed a grant of three fubfidies and fix: 
fifteenths, and defired a conference, in ord~r to perfuade the commons to agree 
o this meafure. The commons, who had acquired the privilege of beginning all 

bills of fubfidy, took offence at this procedure of the lords, and at firft abfo· 
lutely rejeB:ed the conference : But being afraid, on reflection, that they had., 
by this refufal, given offence to their fuperiors, they both agreed to the confe .. 
re nee, and afterwards voted the additional fubfidy *. 

THE ~een, notwithftanding this unufual conceffion of the commons, enaed 
the feffion with a fpeech, containing fome reprimands to them, and fu·l of the 
fame high pretenfions, which fhe had affumed at the opening of the Parliament. 
She took notice, by the mouth of the keeper, that fome members fpent more 
time than was requifite, by indulging themfelves in harangues and reafonings: 
And fhe exprcffed her difpleafure on account of their not paying the due reve
rence to privy counfellors, " who," fhe told them, " were not to be accoun e 
" as con1mon knights and burgeffes of the houfe, who are counfellors but during 
<' the Parliament: Whereas, the others are ftanding counfellors, and for their 
" wifdom and great fervice are called to the council of the ftate t.'' The Qyeen 
a1fo, in her own perfon, made the Parliament a fpirited harangue ; in which !he 
fpoke of the juftice and n1oderation of her government, expreffed the fmall am
bition fhe had ever entertained of making conquefts, difplayed the juft grounds 
of her quarrel with the King of Spain, and difcovered how little !he apprehended 
he power of that monarch, even tho' he fhould make a greater effort than that 

of his Invincible Armada. " But I am informed," added fhe, " that when he 
c; attempted this lafi: invafion, fome upon the fea-coafi:s forfook their towns, fled 
" up higher into the country, and left all naked and expofed to his entrance: 
'' But I fwear unto you, by Go , if I knew thofe perfons, or may know of any 
'' that ihall do fo hereafter, I will tnake them feel what it is to be {o fearful 
'' in fo urgent a caufe t." By this menace, f11e probably gave the people to un
derftand that fhe would exercife martial law upon fuch cowards : For there 
~as no fi:atute by which a man could be punifhcd for changing his habitation. 

TH.c King of France, tho' he had hitherto made war on the leagt.Je with great 
brav ry and reputation, tho' he had thi) campaign gained confiderable advan
tages over them, and tho' he was affifted by a confiderable body of Engliih un-

4 P der 
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~hGp. VI. der Norris, who carried hofiilities into the heart of Britanny; was become fenlible, 
l593· that he never could, by force of arms alone, render himfelf mafter of his kinO'-

b 
dom. The nearer his military fucce!fes Jeemed to approach him to a full pof-
feffion of the throne, the more difcontent and jealoufy arofe among thofe Ro
manifis who adhered to him; and a party was formed in his own court to elect 
fome catholic monarch of the royal blood~ if he refufed any longer to fatisfy 
them by declaring his converlion. This excellent prince was far from being a 
bigot to his feet; and as he efl:eemed thefe theological difputes to be entirely fub. 
ordinate to the public good, he had tacitly determined, from the beginning, to 
come, fome time or other, to the refolution required of him. He had found, on 
the death <>f his predeceffor, that the hugonots, who formed the braveft and moft 
faithful part of his army, were fuch determined zealots, that, if he had, at that 
time, abjured their faith, they would infrantly have abandoned him to the pre
tenfions and ufurpations of the catholics. The more bigoted catholics, he knew, 
particularly thofe of the League, had entertained fuch an unfurmountable preju
dice againft his perfon, and diffidence of his fincerity, that even his converfion 
would not reconcile them to his title; and he muft either expetl: to be entirely 
excluded the throne, or to be admitted to it on fuch terms as would leave him 
little more than the mere fhadow of royalty. In this delicate fituation he had re
folved to temporize; to retain the hugonots by continuing the profeffion of their 

· religion ; to gain the moderate catholics by giving them hopes of his converfion; 
to attach both to his perfon by conduct and fuccefs; and he hoped, either that 
the animofity of war againft the League would make them drop gradually the 
queftion of religion, or that he might, in time, after fome viCtories over his 
enemies and fome conferences with divines, make finally, with more decency and 
dignity, that abjuratio~ which muft have appeared, at firft, both mean and fuf
picious to both parties. 

WHEN the people are attached to any theological tenets, merely from a general 
Henry 1V. perfuafion or prepo!feffion, they are eafily induced, by any motive or authority, 
emhbra

1
_ces tl~e to change their faith in thefe my fterious fubjeCl:s; as appears from the example cat o 1cre 1-

gion. of the Englifh, who, during fome reigns, generally embraced, without fcrupl~ 
the frill varying religion of their fovereigns. But a nation, like the French, 
where principles had fo long been difplayed as the badges of faction, and where 
-each party had fortified its belief by an animofity againft the other, were not 
found io pliable or inconftant; and Henry was at laft convinced, that the ca
tholics of his party would entirely abandon him, if he gave them not immediate 
fatisfaCl:ion in this particular. The hugonots alfo, taught by experience, clearly 
t-_w, that his defertion of them was become ,ntirely neceffary for the public 

fettlement.; 
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ettlement ; and fo general was this perfuafion among them, that, the duke 
of Sully pretends, even the divines of that party purpofely allowed themfelves 
to be overcome in the difputes and conferences ; that the King might more 
readily be convinced of the weaknefs of their cauft, and might more cordially 
and fincerely, at leaft more decently, embrace the religion, which it was fo much 
his intereft to believe. If this felf.denial, in fo tender a point, fhould appear ~n-
credible and fupernatural in theologians, it will, at leaft, be thought very 
natural, that a prince, fo little inftruB:ed in thefe points as Henry, and fo defirous 
to preferve his fincerity, fhould infcnfibly bend hi opinion to the neceffity of his 
affairs, and fhould believe that party to have the beft arguments, who could alone 
put him in poffeffion of a kingdom. All circumfrances, therefore, being prepJred 
for this great event, that monarch renounced the proteftant religion, and was fo-
lemnly received by the French prelates of his party, into the bofom of the church. 

ELIZABETH, who was, herfelf, chiefly attached to the proteftants, by her in
terefts and the circumftances of her birth, and who feems to have entertained 
fome propenfity, during her whole life, to the catholic fuperftition, at le aft, to the 
antient ceremonies, yet pretended to be extremely difpleafed with this abjuration 
of Henry, and fhe wrote him a very angry letter, reproaching him with this 
interefted change of his religion. Sen.Gble, however, that the League and the 
King of Spain were frill their common enemies, !he hearkened to his apologies ; 
continued her fuccours both of men and money ; and formed a new league, in 
which they mutually ftipulated never to make peace but by common agree. 
n1ent. 

Chap. Vf. 
1593 · 

THE intrigues of Spain were not limited to France and England : The never s h rr.. 

f 1
. . . . d h . fl f . d cote arra rs. failing pretence o re :g10n, J me to t e m uence o money, excite new diL 

orders in Scotland, and gave frefh alarms to Elizabeth. George Ker~ brother 
to the lord Newbottle, had been taken, while he was making his paffage fecretly 
into Spain; and fome papers were found about him, by which a dangerous con· 
fpiracy of fame catholic noblemen with Philip was difcovered. The earls of 
Angus, Errol, and Huntley, the heads of three potent families, had entered into 
a confederacy with the Spani!h monarch; and had ftipulated to raife a1l their 
forces, to join with thirty thoufand Spanifh troops, which Philip engaged to fend 
into Scotland; and after re-eftabli!hing the catholic religion in that kingdom, to 
march with their united power, in order to effectuate the fame purpofe in ~ng-
land *. Graham of Fintry, who had alfo entered into this confpiracy, was taken 
and arraigned, and executed. Elizabeth fent lord Borough ambaifador into 
Scotland, and exhorted the King to exercife the fame feverity on the three earls, 

4 p .2 t 
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to forfeit their eflates, and by annexing them to the crown, both increafe hL 
own demefns, and fet an example to all his fubjeEts of the dangers attending 
treafon and rebellion. This advice was cert .inly very rational, but not eafy to 
be executed by the fmall revenue and limited authority of J ames. He defired, 
therefore, fotne fupply fron1 her of men and n1oney; but tho' fhe had reafon to 
·efreem the profecution of the three popifh earls a common caufe, he never cou.d 
obta:n the leafl amfl:ance from her. 1 he tenth part of the expence, which Ihe be
ftowed in fupporting the French King and the StJtes, would have fufficed to ·exe
cute this purpofe, more immediately eifential to her fecurity t : But fhe feems 
ever to have borne fome degree of malignity to James, whom !he hated, both 
as her heir, and as the fon of Mary, her hated rival and competitor. So fa1 

from giving him affiftance to profecute the catholic confpirators, 1he rather con
tributed to his inquietude, by countenancing the turbulent difpofition of the earl 
of Bothwel :f:; a noblen1an defcended from a n.1tur.d fon of James the fifth. 
Bothwel more than once attempted to render himfelf mafl:er of the King's per
fan ; and being expelled the kingdon1 for thefe traiterous Jefigns, he took fhelter 
in England, was fecretly proteCted by the ~een, aad lurked near the borders, 
where his power lay, with a view of frill enterprizing fome new viu:ence. He 
fucceeded at laft in an attempt on the King; and by the mediation of the Englilh 
ambaifador, im pofed very difhonourable terms upon that prince : But J ames, 
with the authority of the convention of fiates, annulled this agreement as im
pofed by violence ; again "expelled Both we! the country ; and obliged him to take 
fhelter in England.. Elizabeth, pretending ignorance of the place of his retreat, 
never executed the treaties, by which fhe was obliged to deliver up all rebels 
and fugitives to the King of Scotland. During thefe diforder~, encreafed by 
the refraCtory difpofition of the ecclcfiaftics, the profecution of the catholic earls 
remained in fufpence ; but at Jail: the Parliament paifed an act of atta~nder againft 
them, and the King prepared ·himfelf to execute it by force of arms. The 
noblemen, tho' they obtained a viCtory over the earl of Argy le, who acted by 
the King's commiffion, found themfelVes hard preifed by James himfelf, and 
;tgreed, on certain terms, to leave tue kingdom. Bothwe], being detected in a 
confederacy" with them, forfeited the favour of Elizabeth, and was obliged to 
take fhelter, firfi: in France, t ien in Italy, where he died, fome years after, jn 
great poverty. 

THE eftablifhed authority of the ~een fecured her from all fuch attempts as 
J ames was expo fed to from the mtitinoLtS difpofltion of his fuQjetts; and her ene-

mies 
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mies found no other means of giving her any domeftic diflurbance than by fuch 
traiterous and perfidious machinations, as ended in their own difgrace, and in 
the ruin of their criminal infiruments. Roderigo Lor,ez, a Jew, domcftic phy
fician to the ~een, being imprifoned on fufpicion, confe!fed, that he had received 
a bribe to poifon her from Fuente_s and lbarra, who had fuccecdcd Parma, lately 
deceafed, in the government of the Netherlands; bnt he maintained, that he 
lud no other intention than to cheat Philip of his money, and never meant to 
fulfil his promife. He was, however, executed for the confpiracy ; and the 
OEeen complained to Philip of thefe difhonourable attempts of his minifters, 
but could obtain no fatisfaction *. York and Williams, two Englifh traitors, 
were afterwards executed for a like confpiracy with Ibarra +. 

!NsT E AD of revenging herfelf, by retaliating in this fhamefu] manner, Eliza
beth fought a more honourable vengeance, by fupporting the King of France, 
and affitting him in finally breaking the force of the League, which, after the con
verfion of that monarch, went daily to decay, and was threatened with fpeedy 
ruin and diffolution. Norris commanded the Englifh forces in Britanny, and af
fifl:ed at the taking of Morlaix, ~impercorentin, and Breft, towns guarded 
by Spani!h forces in that province. In every action, the Englifh, tho' they L-a 
fo long enjoyed domeftic peace, difcovered a ftrong military difpofition; and the 
~een, tho' herfelf a heroine, found more frequent occauon to reprove her ge
nerals for encouraging their temerity, than for countenancing their fear or cau
tion t· Sir Martin Forbifher, her brave admiral, perifhed with many other::, be
fore Breft. Morlaix had been promifcd the Englifh for a place of retreat; but 
the duke d' Aumont, the French general, eluded this promif.: by making it be 
inferred in the capitulation, that none but catholics fuould be admitted into that 

city. 

N :EXT campaign, the French King, who had long carried on hoftilities with 
Philip, was at ]aft provoked, by the taking of Chatelet and Dourl ns, and the 
attack of Cambray, to declare war againft that monarch. Eliz-abeth, beinc; 
threatened with a new invafion in England, and with an infurretl:ion in Ireland, 
recalled moft of her forces, and fent 1 orris to command in this latter kir.gdom. 
Finding alfo, that.the French league was almofl: entirely diffolved, and that the 
rnoft confiderable leaders had made an accommodafon with their prince, fhe 
thought that he could well /upport himfdf by his own force and valour, and 

fue 
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fhe began to be more fparing in his caufe> of the blood and treafure of he'r' -· 
fubjeCls. 

SoME difgufu, which !he had received from the ftates, joined to the remon
flrances of her frugal minifter, Burkigh, made her alfo inclined to dimini!h her· 
charges on that fide; and !he even demanded, by her amba!fador, Sir Thomas 
Bodley, to be reimburfed of all the money, which .!he had expended in fupport
ing them. The ftates, befides alledging the conditions of the former treaty, by 
which they were not obliged to repay her, till the conclufion of a peace, pleaded 
their prefent poverty and difl:refs, the great fuperiority of the Spaniards, and the. 
difficulty of fupporting the war ; much more, of faving money to difcharge their 
incumbrances. After much negotiation, a new treaty was at lafl: formed; by which 
the fiates were bound to free the ~een immediately from the charge of the 
Engliih auxiliaries, computed at forty thoufand pounds a year to pay her annu
ally twenty thoufand pounds for fome years, to affift her with a certain number of 
fhips, and to conclude no peace nor treaty without her confent. They alfo 
bound themfelves, on the conclufion of the peace with Spain, to pay her annu ... 
ally the fum of an hundred thoufand pounds for four years ; but on this condi... , 
tion, that the payment fhould be in lieu of all debts, and that they fuould be 
fupplied, at their own charges, with a body of four thoufand auxiliaries from 
England*. 

THE Queen frill retained in her hands the cautionary towns, which were a 
great check on the rifing power of the il:ates ; and fhe committed the important 
charge of Flufhing to Sir Francis V ere, a brave officer, who had been mu•\ 
diftinguifhed by his valour in the Low Countries. She gave_ this gentleman the 
preference to Effex, who expected fo honourable a command ; and tho' that earl 
was daily rifing both in reputation with the people, and favour with herfelf, the 
~1een, who was commonly referved in the advancement of her courtiers, thought 
proper, on this occafion, to give him a refufal. Sir Thomas Bafkerville was fept 
over to France at the head of twenty thoufand Engli!h, with which Elizabeth, 
by a new treaty, concluded with Henry, bound herfelf to fupply that prince. 
Some fl:ipulations for mutual affiil:ance were formed by the treaty ; and all the 
former engagements were renewed. 

THIS body of Englifh troops were maintained at the expence of the French 
King; yet did Henry efteem this fupply of confiderable advantage, on account 
of the great reputation acquired by the Englifh, in fo many fortunate enter· 

prizes, 
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prizes, undertaken againft the common enemy. In the great battle of Turn
hoult, gained this campaign by prince Maurice, the Engli!h auxiliaries under Sir 
Francis V ere and Sir Robert Sidney had extremely diftingui!hed themfelves ; 
and the fortunate fuccefs of that day was univerfally afcribed to their difcipline 
and valour. 

Chap. VI. 
1597· 

THo' Elizabeth, at a great expence of blood and treafure, made war againft f\aval enterPhilip in France and the Low Countries, the moft fevere blows, which fhe gave prizes. 
the Spani!h greatnefs, were owing to thofe naval enterprizes, which either fhe or 
her fubjeCl:s fcarce ever intermitted during one feafon. In I 594, Richard Haw-
kins, fon to Sir John, the famous navigator, procured the Q9een's commiffion, 
and failed with three ·fhips to the South Sea by the ftraits of Magellan : But his 
voyage proved unfortunate, and he himfelf was taken prifoner on the coaft of 
Chili. J ames Lancafter was fitted out the fame year with three .!hips and a pin-
nace by the merchants of L.ondon; and was more fortunate in his adventures. 
He took thirty-nine !hips of the enemy ; and not contented with this fuccefs, he 
made an attempt .on Fernambouc in Brazil, where, he knew, great treafures were 
at that time lodged. As he approached the land, he faw it lined with great 
numbers of the enemy; but no-wife daunted with this appearance, he placed the 
ftouteft of his men in boats, and ordered them to :row with fuch violence againft 
the fhore as to fplit them in pieces. By this bold aB:ion, he both deprived his 
men of all hopes of returning but by viCtory, and terrified the enemy, who 
fled after a fhort refiftance. He returned home fafely with the treafure, which 
he had fo bravely acquired. In 1595, Sir Waiter Raldgh, who had anew for-
feited the Qleen's friendfhip by an intrigue with one of the maids of honour, 
and who had been confined in prifon for this mifdemeanor, no fooner recovered 
his liberty than he was pufhed by his aCtive and enterprizing genius to attempt 
feme great aCtion. The fuccefs of the .firft Spaoifi1 adventurers againft Mexico 
and Peru had begot an .extreme avidity in Europe; and a prepoffeffion univer-
fally took place, that in the inland parts of South America, called Guiana, a 
.country as yet undifcovered, there were mines and treafures and riches far 
beyond any thing which Cortes or Pizarro had yet met with. Raleigh, whofe 
turn of mind was fomewhat romantic and extravagant, undertook at his own 
charge the difcovery of this wonderful country. Having taken the fmall tower of 
St. Jofeph in the ifie of Trinidado, where he found no riches, he left his .!hip, 
and failed up the river Oroonoko in pinnaces, but without meeting with any 
thing to anfwer his expectations. On his return, he publifhed an account of 
this country, full of the greateft and moft palpable lies, that were ever attelnpted 
o be impofed on the credulity of mankind*. 

THE 
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TnE fame year, Sir Francis Drake and Sir John I-Iawkins undertook a n1cre 
important expedition againft the Spanifh fettlements in America; and they car
ried with them fix fhips of the Q.1een's and twenty more, which thr.y had either 
fitted out at their own charges, or which were furni!hed them by private adven
tLJrers. Sir Thomas Bafkerville was appointed commander of the land forcesJ 
which they carried on board with them. Their firft defign was to attempt 
Porta Rico, where, they knew, a rich carrack was at that time ftationed ; bur: 
2s they had not preferved the requifite fecrecy, a pinnace, having ftrayed fron1 

the fleet, was taken by the Spaniards, and betrayed the intentions of the Englifh. 

Preparations ;vere n1ade in that ifland to receive them ; and the Englifh fleet, 
notwithftanding the brave affault, which they mace on the enemy, was repulfe 

:with lofs. Hawkins foon after died; and Drake purfued his coUl·fe to Nombre 
di Dios, on the ifthmus of Darien; where, having landed his men, he attempted 
to pafs forward to Panama, with a view of plundering that place, or, if he found 

fuch a fcheme praCticable, of keeping and fortifying it. But he met ·not with 
the fame facility, which had attended his firft enterprizes on thefe parts. The 
Spaniards, taught by experience, had every where fortified the paffes, and had 
ftationed troops in the woods; which fo infefted the Englifh by continual a] arms 
and ikirmifues, that they were obliged to return, without being able to effeCtuate 

any thing. Drake himfelf, fron1 the intemperance of the climates, from the 
fatigues of his journey., and from the vexation of his difappointment, was 
feized with a difLemper, of which he foon after died. Sir Thomas Bafkerville 
took the command of the fleet, which was in a very weak condition; and after 
having fought a battle near Cuba with a Spanifu fleet, of which the event was not 
decifive, he returned to England. The Spaniards fuffered fome lofs from this 
enterprize ; but the Engliili reaped no profit*. 

'THE bad fuccefs of this enterprize in the Indies made the Engli!h rather at
tempt the Spanifh dominions in Europe, where, they heard, Philip was making 
great preparations for a new invafion of England. A powerful fleet was equipped 
at Plymouth confifl:ing of an hundred and feventy veffels, feventeen of which 

were capital fhips of war ; the reft tenders and fmall veffels: Twenty !hips were 
added by the Hollanders. In this fleet there were computed to be fix thoufand 
three hundred and fixty foldiers, a thoufand volunteers, and fix thoufand feven 
hundred and feventy-two feamen, befide the Dutch. The land forces were com
n1anded by the earl of Eifex. The navy by lord Effingham, high admtral. 
Both thefe commanders had expended great fums of their own in this armament: 

F'or fuch was the fpirit of Elizabeth's reign. The lord Thomas Howard, Sir 
' Yfalte~ 
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Waiter Raleigh, Sir Francis V ere, Sir George Carew, and Sir Coniers Clifford 
l1ad commands in this expedition, and were named as a council to the general 
and admiral*. 

THE fleet fet fail on the firft of June 1596; and meeting with a fair wind, bent 
their courfe to Cadiz, at which place, by fealed orders delivered to all the captains, 
the general rendefvous was appointed. They fent before them fome armed tenders, 
which intercepted every lhip, that could carry intelligence to the enemy; and 
they themfelves were fo fortunate when they came near Cadiz, as to take 
an Iri!h veffel, by which they learned, that that port was full of merchant !hip 
of great value, and that the Spaniards lived in perfect fecurity, without any ap
prehenfions of an enemy. This intelligence much encouraged the Engliili fleet, 
and gave them the profpeB: of a fortunate iffue to the enterprize. 

AFTER a fruitlefs attempt to land at St. Sebaftians on the wefiern fide of the 

if1and of Cadiz; it was, upon deliberation, refolved by the council of war to 
attack the !hips and gallies in the bay. This attempt was efteemed very rafh; 
and the lord admiral himfelf, who was cautious in his temper, had entertained 
great fcruples with regard to it: But Effex firenuouily urged the enterprize; and 
:vhen he found the refolution at laft taken, he threw his hat into the fea, and 
gave fymp~oms of the rnoft extravagant joy. He felt, however, a great morti

fication, when Effingham informed him, that the ~1een, who was anxious for 
his fafety, and who dreaded the effeCts of his youthful ardour, had fecretly given 
orders, that he fl1ould not be permitted to command the van in the attack t. 
That duty was performed by Sir ¥lalter Raleigh and the lord Thomas I--Ioward; 
but Effex no fooner came within reach of the enemy, than he forgot the pro-
11life which the admiral had exacted of him to keep in the midft of the fleet : 

l-Ie broke thro' and preffed forward into the thickeft of the fire. Emulation 
for glory, avidity of plunder, animafity againft the Spaniards, proved incentives 

to every one ; and the enemy were foon obliged to loofe anchor, and retreat 
farther into the bay, where they rar. many of their ihips aground. Eifex then 
]anded his men at the fort of Puntal ; and immediately marched to the attack 
of Cadiz, which the impetuous valour of the Englifh foon carried fword in 
hand. 1~he generofity of Elfex, which was not inferior to his valour, made him 

foon ftop the fiaughter, and treat his prifoners with the greateft humani y, 
and even affability and kindnefs. The Englifh made a rich plunder in the city ; 
but miffed of a much richer by the refolution, which the duke of Medina, the 
Spaniih admiral took, of {etting fire to the fhips, in order to prevent th~ir fall-

4 Q_ ing 
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Chap. VI. ing into the hands of the enemy.. It was computed, that the lofs, which the 
Spaniards fuffered in this enterprize, amounted to twenty millions of ducats*; 
bcfides the indignity, which that proud and ambitious people received, from the 
taking one of their chief cities, and deftroying in their harbour a fleet of fuch 
force and value. 

I )97• 

EssEx, all on fire for glory, regarded this great fuccefs only as a ftep to fu
ture atchievements : He infifted on the keeping poifeflion of Cadiz, and he under
took with four hundred men and three months provifions, to defend the place till 
fuccours fhould arrive from England. But all the other feamen and foldiers 
were fatisfied with the glory which they had acquired ; and were impatient to 
return home, in order to fecure their plunder. Every other propofal of Effex 
to annoy the enemy, met with a like reception; his fcheme for intercepting the 
carracks at the Azores, for affaulting the Groyne, for taking St. Andero, and 
St. Sebaftian : And the Englifh, finding fo great difficulty to drag this impatient 
warrior from the enemy, at laft left him on the Spanifh coaft, attended with ver1· 
few !hips. He complained much to the ~1een, of their want of fpirit in this en
terprize ; nor was ihe fatisfied, that they hacl returned without attempting to in
tercept the Indian fleet t; but the great fuccefs in the enterprize on Cadiz, had 
covered all their mifcarriages: And that princefs, tho' 1he admired the lofty ge
nius of Efl'ex, could not forbear expreffing an efteem for the other officers :f:. 
The admiral was created earl of Nottingham; and this promotion gave great 
difguft to Effex 11· In the preamble of the patent it was faid, that the new dig
nity was conferred: on him, on account of his good fervices in taking Cadiz, and 
deflroying the Spanifh fhips; a merit which Efl'ex pretended to belong folely to 
himfelf: And he offered to maintain this plea by fingle combat againft the earl of 
Nottingham, or his fons, or any of his kindred. 

THE atchievements in the fubfequent year proved not fo fortunate; but, as 
the Indian fleet very narrowly efcaped the Englifh, Philip had ftill reafon to fee the 
great hazard and difadvantage of that war in which he was engaged, and tha fu
periority which tl e Englifl1, by their naval power, and their fituation, had ac-

,quirt!d over him. The QEeen, having received intelligence, that the Spaniards, 
tho' their fleets were fo much 1hattered and deftroyed, by the expedition at Cadiz, 

_ were preparing a fquadron at F errol and the Groyne, and were marching troops 
thither, with a view of making an invafion on Ireland, was refolved to prevent 
their enterprize, and to deftroy the 1hipping in thefe harbours. She prepared a 

large 
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large fleet of a hundred and twenty fail, of which feventeen were her own £hips, 
forty-three were fmaller vdfels, and the reil: tenders and victuallers : She em
barked on board this fleet five thoufand new-levied foldiers, and added a thoufand 
veteran troops, whom Sir Francis V ere brought from the Netherlands. The 
earl of E.lfex, commander in chief, both of the land and fea forces, was at the 
head of one fquadron : Lord Thomas Howard was appointed vice-admiral of 
another; Sir Walter Raleigh of the th:rd : Lord Mountjoy commanded the land 
forces under Effex : V ere was appointed marfhal: Sir George Carew lieutenant 
of the ordnance, and Sir Chriftopher Blount firft colonel. The earls of Rut-
land and Southampton, the lords Grey, Cromwe1, and Rich, with feveral other 
perfons of diftinB:ion, attended as volunteers. Effex declared his refolution, ei-
ther to deftroy this new Armada, which threatned England, or to perifu in the 
attempt. 

C ap. · . 
1 59:· 

THIS powerful fleet fet fail from Plymouth ; but were no fooner out of the har- 9th July. 
bour than they met with a furious il:orm, which fhattered and difperfed them ; 
and before they could be refitted, Effex found, that their provifions were fo far 
fpent, that it would not be fafe to carry fo numerous an army along with him. 
He difmiffed, therefore, all the foldiers, except the thoufand veterans under V ere; 
and laying afide all thoughts of attacking Ferrol or the Groyne, he confined the 
object of his expedition eo the intercepting the Indian fleet ; which had at firft 
been confidered only as the fecond enterprize which he was to attempt. 

THE Indian fleet, at that time, by rcafon of the imperfection of navigation, 
had a ftated courfe, as well as feafon, botb in their going out and in their return ; 
and there were certain iilands, at which, as at fixed ftages, they always touched, 
and where they took in water and provifions. The Azores, being one of thefe 
places where, about this time, the fleet was expected, Efiex bent his courfe thi
ther; and he informed Raleigh, that he, on his arrival, intended to attack Fayal, 
one of thefe iilands. By fome accident the fquadrons were feparated ; and Ra
leigh arriving fir({ before Fayal, thought it more prudent, after waiting fome time 
for the general, to begin the attack alone, left the inhabitants fhould, by farther 
delay, have leizure to malpe greater preparations for their defence. He fucceeded 
in the enterprize; but Effex, jealous of Raleigh, expreffed great difpleafure at 
this conduct, and conftn1ed it as an intention of robbing the general of the glory 
which attended that aB:ion · He cafhiered, therefore, Sydney, Bret, Berry, and 
others, who had concurred in the attempt; and would have proceeded to the 
fame extremity againft Raleigh himlelf, had not lord Thomas Howard interpofed 
with his good offices, and perf11adcd Raleigh, tho' very high-fpirited, to make 

.a. Q.. 2 fubmiffions 
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Chap VI. fubmiffions to the general. Effex, who was placable, as well as hafiy and paffi· 
1 
5 9 ~· on ate, was foon appeafed, and both received R .dcigh into favour, and reftored 

the other officers to their command *. This incident, howtver, tho' the quarrel 
· was feemingly accommodated, laid the firfl: foundation of that violent animoflty 

which afterwards took place between thefe two galbnt commanders. 

EssEx made next a difpofition proper for intercepting the Indian galleons; and 
Sir vVilliam Monfon, whofe fiation was the moft remote of the fleet, having 
fallen in with them, made the fignals which had been agreed on. That able offi
cer here afcribes Effex's failure of fuccefs, when he was fo near attaining fo migh· 
tY an advantage, eo his want of experience in feamanlhip; and the account 
which he gives of the errors committed by that nobleman, appears very reafonabie 
as well as candirl t. The Spanifh fleet, finding that their enemy was upon them, 
made all the fail poffible to the Terceras, and got into the fafe and well fortified 
harbour of Angra, before the Englifh fleet could overtake them. Eifex inter
cepted only three !hips; which, however, were fo rich as to pay all the charges 
of the expedition. 

THE caufes of this mifcarriage of Eifex's enterprize, were much canvaffed in 
England, upon the return of the fleet ; and tho' the courtiers took party differ
ently, as they affected either Eifex or Raleigh, the people, in general, who bore 
an extreme affection to the gallantry, fpirit, and generofity of the former, were 
inclined to juftify every circumftance of his conduB:. The Q8een, who loved 
the one as much as fhe efteemed the other, maintained a kind of neutrality, and 
endeavoured to fhare her favours with an impartial hand between the parties: Sir 
Robert Cecil, fecond fon to lord Burleigh, was a courtier of very promifing 
hopes, much conneCted with Raleigh; and fhe made him fecretary of ftate, in
:ftead of Sir Thomas Bodley, whom Eifex recommended for that office. But not 
to difguft Effex by this preference, the promoted him to the dignity of earl mar
:fhal of England, an office which had been vacant ever fince the death of the 
earl of Shrewibury. Effex might perceive from this conduB:, that fbe never in
tended to give him the entire afcendant over his rivals, and might learn thence 
the neceffity of moderation and -caution. But his temper was too high for fub
miffion; his behaviour too open and candid to practice the arts of a court; and 
his free fallies, while they rendered him only more amiable in the eyes of good 
judges, gave his enemies many advantages againft him. 

THE war with Spain, tho' fuccefsful, having exhaufted the Q8een's treafure, 
· -tth oa(ber. !he was obliged to affemble a Parliament; where Yelverton, a lawyer, was chofen 
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fpeaker by the houfe of commons*. Elizabeth took care, by the mouth of Sir 
1'homas Egerton, lord keeper, to inform this affembly of the neceffity of a [up
ply. She faid, that the wars formerly waged in Europe, had commonly been con
duCted by the parties without farther view than to gain a few towns, or ·at moft a 

province, from each other ; but the objeCt: of the prefent hoft:ilities, on the part 
of Spain, was no other than utterly to bereave England of her religion, her li
berty, and her independance : That thefe bleffings, however, ihe had hitherto 
been enabled to preferve, in fpite of the devil, the pope, and the Spanifh tyrant, 
and all the 111ifchievous defigns of all her enemies: That in this conteft fhe had 
difburfed a fum treble to all the parliamentary fupplies granted her ; and befides 
ex~ending her ordinary revenues, had been obliged to fell many of the crown 
lands: And that fhe could not doubt, but her fubjeets, in a caufe where their own 
honour and intereft were fo deeply concerned, would willingly contribute to fuch 
n1oderate taxations as would be found requifite for their common defence t. The 
commons granted her three fubfidies and fix fifteenths ; the fame fupply which 
had been given four years before, but which had then appeared fo unufual, that 
they had voted it fhould never afterwards be regarded as a precedent. 

THE commons, this feffion, ventured to engage in two controverfies about 
forn1s with the houfe of peers ; a prelude to thofe encroachments which, as they 
a !fumed more courage, they afterwards made upon the prerogatives of the crown. 
They complained, that the lords failed in civility to them, by receiving their 

mdfages 

• It is ufual for the fpeaker to difqualify himfelf for the office; but the reafons employed by this 
fpeaker are fo fingular, that they may be worth tranfcribing. " My eftate," faid he, '' is nothing 
" correfpondent for the maintenance of this dignity: For my father dying left me a younger bro
'' ther; and nothing to me but my bare annuity. Then growing to man's eftate and fome fm, H prac
•• tice of the law, I took a wife, by whom I have had many children; the keeping of us all being 
" a great impoveri!hing to my eftate, and the daily living of us all nothing but my daily induH:ry. 
" Neither from my perfon nor my nature cloth this choice arife : For he that fuppl1cth this place 
'' ought to be a man bjg and comely, ftately, and well-fpoken, his voice great, his carriage maje ·
'' cal, his nature haughty, and his purfe plentiful and heavy : But contrarily, the :fbture of my bociy 
" is fmall, myfelf not fo well fpoken, my voice low, my carriage hwyer-like, and of the commo;1 
" falliion, my nature foft and ba!hful, my purfe, thin, light, and never yet plentiful.--· -If De
" mojlhenes, being fo learned and eloquent as he was, one whom none furpaffed, trembled to fpeak 
" before Phacion at Athem; how much more !hall I, being unlearned and un!kilful to fupply the place 
" of dignity, charge, and trouble, to fpeak before fo many Phacion.s as here be? Yea, which is the 
e~ greate!l:, before the unfpeakable majefty and facred perfonage of our dread and dear fovereign : 
" The terror of whofe countenance will appal and abafe even the ftouteft hearts; yea, who!"e very 
'' name will pull down the greateft courage. For how mightily do the eftate and name of a prince de
" jea the haughtiefi: fi:omach even of their greateft fubjects ?'~ D' Ewes, p. 549• 

t D' Ewes, p. 525, 527· Townfcnd, p. 79• · 
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meffages fitting with their hats on ; and that the keeper returned an anfwer in 
the fame negligent pofture: But the upper houfe proved, to their full fatisfaction, 
that they were not intitled by cuftom, and the ufage of Parliament, to any more 
refpett t. Some amendments had been made by the lords, on a bill fent up by 
the commons ; and thefe amendments were wrote on parchment, and returned 
\Vith the bill to the commons. The lower houfe took umbrage at the novelty : 
'l'hey pretended, that thefe amendments ought to have been wrote on paper, not 
on parchment ; and they complained of this innovation to the peers. The peers 
replied, that they expeCted not fuch a frivolous objection from the gravity of the 
houfe ; and that it was not material, whether the amendments were wrote on 
parchment or on paper, nor whether the paper was white, black, or brown, The 
commons were offended with this reply, which feemed to contain a mocquery of 
them; and they complained of it, tho' without obtaining any fatisfaCl:ion t. 

AN application was made, by way of petition, to the ~een, from the lower 
houfe, againft monopolies ; an abufe which had rifen to an enormous height; 
and they received a gracious, tho' a general anf wer; for which they returned their 
thankful acknowlegements 11· But not to give them too great encouragement in 
fuch applications, Ihe told them, in the fpeech which {he delivered at their diifo
lution, " That with regard to thefe patents, !he hoped, that her dutiful and 
'' loving fubjetts would not take away her prerogative, which is the chief flower 
" in her garden, and the principal and head pear] in her crown and diadem; but 
" that they would rather leave thefe matters to her difpofal f.." The commons 
alfo took notice this feffion, of fome tranfaftions in the court of high commiffion; 
but not till they had previouily received permiffion from her majefty to that 
!Jurpofe §. 

ELIZABETH had reafon to forefee, that parliamentary fupplies would now be· 
come more neceffary to her than ever; and that the chief burthen of the war with 
Spain would thenceforth lie on England. Henry had received an overture for 
a peace with Philip ; but before he would proceed to a negociation, he gave 
intelligence of it to his allies, the ~een and the States; that, if p')ffible, a pa· 
cification might be made by common confent and agreement. Thefe two powers 
fent ambaffadors to France, in order to remonftrate againft peace with Spain; the 
Q.leen, Sir Robcrt Ceci], and Henry Herbert; the States, Juftin Na.ffau, and 
John Barnevelt. Henry faid to thefe mi~if1ers, that his moft early education 

t D' .wes, p. 539, s4o, s8o, s8). Townfend, p. 93, 94, 95· 
571 . , H Ibid. p. 570, 57.3· + 1uid. p. 547 . 
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had been amidft war and danger, and he had paired the whole courfe of his life lhap vr. . 'I' 

'598. 
either in arms or 111 tnl 1tary preparations : That after the proofs which he had given of his alacrity in the field, no one could do1.1bt, but he would willingly, for his part, have continued in a courfe of life, to which he was now habi~ tuated, till the common enemy was reduced to fuch a condition as no lor.ger to give umbrage either to him or to his allies: That no private interefi: of his own, not even that of his people, nothing but the mofi: inevitable necelllty, could ever induce him to think of a feparate peace with Philip, or make him embrace meafures which were not entirely formed with the approbation of all his confede~ rates : That his kingdom, torne with the convulfions and civil wars of near half a century, required fome interval of repofe, ere it could reach a condition iPl which it might fuftain itfelf, much more fupport its allies : That after the minds of his fubjects were compofed to tranquillity and accuftomed to obedience, after . his finances were brought into order, and after agriculture and the arts were reftored, France, inftead of being a burthen, as at prefent, to her confederates, would be able to lend then1 effeCtual fuccours, and amply to repay them all the affiftance which fhe had received during her calamities: And that if the ambition of Spain would not at prefent grant them fuch terms as they iliould think reafonable, he hoped, that, in a little time, he fhould attain fuch a fituation as would enable him to mediate more effeCtually, and with more decifive authority, in their behalf. 

THE ambaffadors were fenfible, that thefe reafons were not feigned ; and they -therefore ren1onihated with the lefs vehemence againft the meafures which, they faw, Henry was determined to purfue. The States knew, that that monarch was interefied never to permit their final ruin; and having received private affurances, that he would frill, notwithftanding the peace, give them affiftance, both of 1nen and money, they were well pleafed to remain on terms of amity with him. His greateft concern was to give fatisfattion to Elizabeth for this breach of treaty. He had a cordial efteem for that princefs, a fympathy of manners, and a gratitude for the extraordinary favours which he had received from her, during his greateft difficulties : And he ufed every expedient to apologize and atone for that meafure, which neceffity extorted from him. But as Spain refufed to treat with the Dutch as a free ftate, and Elizabeth would not negociate without her ally, Henry found himfelf obliged to conclude, at V ervins, a feparate peace, by Peac: of which he recovered poff'effion of all the places feized by Spain during the courfe Vervms <>f the civil wars, and procured himfelf leizure to attend to the domeftic fettle-ment of his kingdom. His capacity for the arts of peace were not inferior to his military talents; and, in a little time, by his frugality, order, and wife go-
v.ernment: 
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Ch~ p. VL vernment, he raifed France, from the defolation and mifery in which ibe was at 
1 5.98• prefent involved, to a more flourHhing condition than !he had ever before en

joyed. 

The earl of 
E:flex. 

THE ~1een knew, that it would be alfo in her power, whenever fhe ple~fed, 
to conclude the war on equitable terms, and that Philip, having no pretenfions 
tlpon her, would be glad to free himfelf from an enemy who had foiled him in every 
contefl:, and who had it frill fo much in her power to make him feel the weight of 
her arms. Some of her wifeft counfellors, particularly the lord treafurer, advifed 
her to embrace pacific meafures; and fet before her the advantages of tranquil
lity, fecurity, and frugality, as more confid.erable than any fuccefs which could 
attend the greateft victories. But that high-fpirited princefs, tho' fhe was at firft 
averfe to the war, feemed now to have attained fuch an afcendant over the enemy, 
that fhe was unwilling to ftop the courfe of her profperous fortune. She confi
dered, that her fituation, and her paft victories, had given her entire fecurity 
againft any dangerous invafion; and the war muft henceforth be conducted by 
fudden enterprizes, and naval expeditions, in which !he poffeffed an undoubted 
fuperiority : That the weak condition of Philip in the Indies opened to her the 
view of the n1ofl: defirable advantages ; and the yearly return of his treafure by 
fea, afforded a continual profpect of important, tho' n1ore temporary, fuc
ceffes : That, after his peace with France, if fl1e alfo fhould confent to an ac
commodation, he would be able to turn all his force againft the revolted pro· 
vinces of the Netherlands, which, tho' they had furprizingly increafed their pow
e~ by commerce and good government, were frill unable, if not fupported by 
their confederates, to maintain the war againft fo mighty a monarchy: And that 
as her defence of that commonwealth was the original ground of the quarrel, it 
was unfafe, as well as difhonourable, to abandon their caufe, till fhe had placed 
them in a ftate of greater fecurity. 

THESE reafons were frequently inculcated on her by the earl of Effex, whofe 
paffion for glory, as well as his military talents, made him earneftly defire the 
continuance of that war from which he expected to reap fo much advantage and 
diftinB:ion. The rivalfhip between this nobleman and lord Bur!eigh, made each 
of them infifl: the mqre ftrenuouQy on his own councils ; and as Effex's perfon 
was agreeable to the ~e~n, as well as his advice conformable to her inclinations, 
the favourite feemed daily to acquire an afcendant over the minifter. Had he been 
endowed with caution and felf-command, equal to his fhining qualities, he would 
have fo riveted himfelf in the OEeen's confidence, that none of his enemies had 
ever been able to impeach his credit : But his lofty fpirit could ill fubmit to that 
implicit deference which h~r temper required, and which fhe had ever been ac· 
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~uftomed to receive from all her fubjects. Bdng once engaged in a difpute with 
her, about the choice of a governor for Ireland, he was fo heated in the argu
ment, that he entirely forgot the rules both of duty and civility ; and turned his 
back upon her in a contemptuous manner. Her anger, which was naturally 
prompt and violent, rofe at this provocation; and 1l1e infl:antly gave him a box 
in the ear; adding a paffionate expreffion, fuited to his impertinence. Inftead 
of recollecting himfelf, and making the fubmiffions due to her fex and fl:ation, 
he clapped his hand on his fword, and fwore he wouiJ not bear fuch ufage, were 
it from Henry the eighth himfelf; and, in a great paffion, he immediately with
drew from court. Egerton, the chancellor, who loved Eifex, exhorted him to 
repair his indifcretion by proper acknowlegements ; and entreated him not to give 
that triumph to his enemies, that affliction to his friends, as mufl: enfue by his 
fupporting a conteft with his fovereign, and deferting the fervice of his country: 
But Eifex was deeply ftung with the difhonour which he had received; and Lem.
ed to think, that an infult which might be pardoned a woman, was become a 
n1ortal affront when it came from his fovereign. " If the vilefl: of all indignities," 
faid he, " is done me, does religion enforce me to fue for pardon ? Doth God 
,, require it? Is it impiety not to do it? Why? Cannot princes err? Cannot 
'' fubjects receive wrong ? Is an earthly pow-er infinite? Pardon me,. my lord, 
" I can never fubfcribe to thefe principles. Let Solomon's fool laugh when 
" he is ftricken; let thofe that mean to make their profit of princes, lhew 
" no fenfe of princes' injuries: Let them acknowlege an infinite ablolutenefs on 
" earth, that do not believe an abfolute Tnfinitenefs in lw.:tven." (alluding, proba
bly, to the character and conduCt of S r Waiter Raleigh, who lay under the ge
neral reproach of impiety) " As for me," con inued he, " I have received 
,, wrong, I feel it: My eau fe is good, I know it; at d whatfoever happens, all 
" the powers on earth can never exert more ftrength and conf1ancy in oppreffing, 
,, than I can !hew in fuffering every thing that can or ihall be impofed upon me. 
,, Your lordfhip, in the beginning of your letter, makes me a phyer, and your
,, felf a looker on: And me a player of my own game, fo you may fee more 
" than I : But give me leave to tell ~ou, that fince you do but fee and 1 do fuf-
l" fer, I muft of neceffity feel more than you If., 

4 R Tr-ns 

• • Cabbala, p. 234· Birch's Memoirs, vol. If. p. 386. Speed, p. Sn. The vhole letter is 
fo curious and fo fpirited, that the reader may not be difpleafed to read it. " Iv1y very good lord; 
" Tho' there is not that man this day living, whom I would fooner make judge of any queftion that 
" might concern me than yourfelf, yet you muft give me leave to tell you, that in f?mc ca~es I tnuft 
" appeal from an earthly judges: And if in any, then furely in this, whet~ the higheft JUdg~ ~. 
" earth has impofed on me the heavieft puni!lu:nent without trill or h~::.ring. Smc;c then I mufi: ett 

" aniwcr 
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THIS fpirited letter was fhown by Effex to his friends; and they were fo im .. 
prudent as to difperfe copies of it: Yet notwithftanding this additional provoca-

tion, 
" anfwer your lordfhip's argument, or elfe f01fake mine own jull defence, I will force mine achin~ 
" bead to do me fervice for an hour. I mufl: firfl: deny my difcontent, which was forced, to be an hu
'' mourous difcontent; and that it was unfeafonable or is of fo long continuing, your lord!hip !hould ra
" ther condole with me than expofl:ulate : Natural feafons are expected here below ; but. -violent and 
cl unreafonable fl:orms come from above: There is no tempefl: equal 10 the paffionate indignation of a 
" prince; nor yet at any time fo unfeafonable as when it lighteth on thofe that might expect a harvefl: 
~' of their <:arefu1 and painful labours. He that is once wounded, mufl: needs feel fmart, till his hurt 
., is cured, or the part hurt become fenfelefs: But cure I expect none, her majefty's heart being ob- ' 
u durate againfl: me; and be without fenfe I cannot, being of flefh and blood. But, fay you, I may 
., aim at the end : I do more than aim ; for I fee an end of all my fortunes, I have fet an end to all 
" my defires. In this courfe do I any thing for my enemies? When I was at court, I found them 
" abfolute; and, therefore, I had rather they !hou1d triumph alone, than have me attendant upon their 
u chariots. @r do I leave my friends ? When I was a courtier, I could yield them no fruit of my 
" love unto them; and now, that I am a hermit, they fhall bear no envy for their love towards me. 
" Or do I forfake myfelf, becaufe I do enjoy myfelf? Or do I overthrow my fortunes, becaufe I build 
" not a fortune of paper walls, which every puff of wind bloweth down? Or do I ruinate mine ho-
" nour, becaufe I leave following the purfuit, or wearing the falfe badge' or mark of the !hadow of 
" honour? Do I give courage or comfort to the foreign foe, becaufe I referve myfeJf to encounter 
•• with him? Or becaufe I keep my heart from bufinefs, tho' I cannot keep my fortune from declin-
" ing? No, no, my good lord, I give every one of thefe confiderations its due weight; and the 
" more I weigh them, the more I find myfelf ju.ftified from offending in any of them. As for the two 
" laft objections, that I forfake my country, when it hath mofl: need of me, and fail in that indiifolu-
,, ble duty which I owe to my fovereign ; I anfwer, that if my country had at this time any need of 
" my public fervice, her majefty, that governeth it, would not have driven me to a private life. I am 
" tied to my country by two bonds ; one public, to difcharge carefully and induftriou.fly that trufl: 
'' which is committed to me; the other private, to facrifice for it my life and carcafs, which bath been 
H nouri!hed in it. Of the firfl: I am free, being difmified, difcharged, and difabled by her majd!:y : 
" Of the other, nothing can free me but death; and therefore no occafion of my performance .!hall 
" fooner ofrer itfelf but I .fhall meet it half way. The indiffoluble duty which I owe unto her majefty, 
" is only the duty of allegiance, which I never have, nor ever can fail in : The duty of attendance, 
4

' is no indiilolublc duty. I owe her majcfty the duty of an earl and of lord marfhal of England. I 
have been content to do her majefty the fervicc of a clerk; but I can never ferve her as a villain or 

u a flave. But yet yori fay I mull: give way unto the time. So I do; for now that I fee the ftorm 
'' come, I have put myfdf into the harbour. Smeca faieth, we muft give way to Fortune: I know 
4

' that Formne is both blind and ftrong, and therefore 1 go as far as 1 can out of her way. You fay, 
" the remedy is not to ihive : I neither ihive nor feek for remedy. But, you fay, I muft yield and 
.. fubmit: I ca·n neither yield myfelf to be guilty, nor allow the imputation laid upon me to be jufl:: 
' I owe fo much to the Author of all truth, as I can never yield truth to be falfehood, nor f..1lfehood t() 

u be truth. Have I given caufe, you afk; and yet take a fcandal when I have done? No: I gave 
•' no caufe, not fo much as Fimbria's corn plaint againft me; for I did tolum telum corpore rtdpere: Re-
44 ceive the whole fword into my body. I patiently bear all, and fenfibly feel all that I then received. 
•• when this fcandal was given me. Nay more, when the vileft of all .indignities are done unto me,'' 

·c. This noble letter, Bacon afterw:1rds, in pleading againfl: Eifex, called bold and prefumptuous, 
and derogatory to her majefty. Birch's M~moirs, vol. li. p. 388. 
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tion, the ~een's partiality was fo prevalent, that fhe reinil:ated hin1 in h' for- Chap. vr. 
mer favour ; and her kindnefs towards him, appeared rather to have acquired new 1 598• 

force fro1n that fhort interruption of anger and refentrr:ent. The death of lord 4 Auguft. 

Burleigh, his antagonift, which happened about this time, feemed to enfure him 
a conftant poifefiion of the ~een's confidence; and nothing indeed but his 
own indifcretion could thenceforth have fhaken his well eftabl1fr1ed credit. Lord 
Burleigh died in an advanced age ; and, by a rare fortune, was equally regretted 
by his fovereign and the people. J-Ie had rifen gradually, from fmall beginnings, 
by the mere force of merit; and tho' his authority was never entirely abfolute 
or uncontrouled with the OEeen, he was ftill, during a courfe of near forty 
years, regarded as her principal minifter. None of her other inclinations or af-
feCtions could ever overcome her confidence in fo ufeful a counfellor; and as he 
had had the generofity or good fenfe to pay affiduous court to her, during her 
fifter's reign, when it was dangerous to appear her friend, ihe thought herf€:lf 
bound in gratitude, when ihe mounted the throne, to perfevere in her attach-
ments to him. He feems not to have poffeffed any fhining talents of addrefs, 
eloquence, or imagination ; and was chiefly diftinguifhed by folidity of under-
ftanding, probity of manners, and indefatigable application in bufinefs : Virtues, 
which, if they do not always enable a man to rife to high ftations, do certainly 
qualify him befl: for filling them. Of all the ~een's minifiers he was the only 
one who left a confiderable fortune to his pofterity ; a fortune not acquired by ra-
pine or oppreffion, but gained by the regular profits of his offices, and preferved 

by frugality. 

THE I aft aB: of this able minifter was the concluding a new treaty with the Dutch; s Augu!: 

who, after being, in fome meafure, deferted by the King of France, were glad 
to preferve the ~een's alliance, by fubmitting to any terms which fhe pleafed to 
require of them. The debt which they owed the ~een, was now fixed at eight 
hundred thoufand pounds: Of this fum they agreed to pay, during the war, 
thirty thoufand pounds a year ; and thefe payments were to continue till four 
hundred thoufand pounds of the debt fhould be extinguifhed. They engaged 
alfo, during the time that England fhould continue the war with Spain, to pay 
the garrifon of the cautionary towns. They ftipulated, that, if Spain fhould 
invade England, or the iile of Wight, or Jerfey or _Scilly, they fhould affift her 
with a body of five thoufand foot, and five hundred horfe; and that in cafe fhe 
undertook any naval armament againft Spain, they fhould join an equal nL :11ber 
of fuips to hers*. By this treaty the Qyeen was eafed of an annual charge of 
an hundred and twenty thoufand pounds. 

4 R 2 ~oo 

• Rymer, vol. XVI. p. J40· 
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SooN after the death of Bllrleigh, the ~een, who regreted extremely the 
lofs of fo wife and faithful a minifter, was informed of the death of her capital 
enemy"' Phi1ip the fecond; who, after languifhing under many infirmities, ex
pired in an advanced age at Madrid. This haughty prince, dellrous of an ac
commodation with hi revolted fubjecrs in the Netherlands, but difdaining to 
make in his own name the conceffions requifite for that purpofe, had transferred 
to his daughter, married to the archduke Albert" the property of the Low Coun
try provinces ; but as it was not expeCted, that that princefs could have any pof
terity, and as the reverfion., in cafe of the failure of her iifue, was frill referved 
to the crown of pain, the States confiJered this deed on! y as the change of a 
nan1e, and pe1 !ifled with equal obftinacy in their refiftance to the Spania1 arms. 
T'he other ftates alio of Europe made no diftinClion between the courts of Bruf
fels and Madrid; and the fecret oppofition of Fr,mce, as well as the avowed force 
of England, continued to operate againft th.e progre!s of Albert, as it had don~ 
againft that of Philip. 

C H A P. ;vJI. 

State of Ireland.-:fyrone·s rebellion.-- Ejjex fent over to Ireland.-· 
His ill Juccefs.-Returns to England.--Is difgraced.-His· 
intrz"gues.- His infurretlion.--His trial and executimz.
French ajjairs;-Mountjoy's Juccefs in lreland.-D~feat of the 
Spaniards a.nJlrijh.-A Parliament.--'I)!rone's fitbmijjion.
~een's jicknefs.-And death.-And charaCler.-Government, 
manners,. commerce, a¥ts, and learning. 

T H 0' the d~mini?n of the Englifh over Ireland, had· b~n efiabl.ifhed above 
four centunes, It may fafely be affirmed, that their authonty had hi

therto been little more than nominal. The Irilh princes and nobles, di,. 
vided among themfelves, readiiy. paid the exterior marks of obeifance to a power 
which they were not able to refift; but, a.<l no durable force was ever kept on fobt to 
retain them to their duty, they r.elapfed frill into their former ftate of indepen
dance. Too weak to introduce order and obedience among the rude inhabitants, 
he Englifu authority was yet fufficient to check the growth of any enterprizing 
enius among the natives: And, tho~ it could beftow no true form of civil govern-
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ment, it was able to prevent the rife of any fuch form, from the internal cmn· Ch:~p. VI • 
bination or fubjection of the Irifh. 1599· 

MosT of the Englifu inO:itutions likewife, by which that iQand was governed, 
vere to the laft degree abfurd, and fuch as no ftate before had ever thought of, 

for the preferving dominion over its cor:quered provinces. 
ri'HE Englifh nation, all on fire for the project of fubduing France, a projeCt, 

whofe fuccefs was the mofl: improbable, and would to them have proved the moft 
pernicious; neglected all other enterprizes) to which their fituation fo ftrongly in. 
vited them, and which, in time, would have brought them an acceilion of riches1 

grandeur, and fecurity. The fmall army which they maintained in Ireland, they 
never fupplied regularly with pay; and as no money could be levied from th~ 
]fiand, which poffeifed none, they gave their foldi·ers the privilege of free quarter 
upon the natives. Rapine and infi)lence inflamed the hatred, which prevailed be
tween the conquerors and the conquered: vVant of fecurity among the Iri!11, in
troducing defpair, nourifued fti.ll farther the fioth~ fo natural to that uncultivated 
people. 

BuT the Eng1i!11 carried farther their ill-j·udged tyranny. Inftead of inviting 
the Iriih to adopt the more civilized cuftoms of their conquerors, they even re .. 
£ufed, tho' earneftly follicited, to communicate to then1 the privilege of their laws; 
and every where marked then1 out as aliens and as enemies. Thrown out of the 
protection of jufiice, the natives could find fecurity no where but in force; and 
flying the neighbour.hood of cities, which they could not approach with fafety~ 
they fueltered themfelves in their marChes and forefts fron1 the infolence of their 
inhuman mail:ers.. Being treated like wild beafts, they became fuch ; and join--
1ng the ardor of revenge to their yet untamed barbarity, they grew every day 
more intractable and dangerous . 

. As the Englifh princes efteemed the conqueft of the difperfed Iriih to be more 
the object of time and patience than the fot1rce of military glory, they willingly. 
delegated that office to .private adventurers.J who inlifiing foldiers at their own 
charge, conquered provinces of that ifiand, w hi eh they converted to their own 
profit. Separate jurifdietions and principalities were eftablifhed.by thefe lordly con
querors: The power of peace and war was alfumea : Military Jaw was exercifed · 
over the Irifh,. whom they fubdued, and, by degrees, over the Englifh,. by whofe 
affiftance they conquered : And, after their dominion had once taken root, deem-
ing the Englifh inftitutions lefs favourable to barbarous empire, they degenerated 
into mere Irifh, and ab~ndoned the garb, language, n1anners and law~ of their 
.Jaative c.ountry. 

y. 
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Bv all this imprudent conduct of England, the natives of its dependant fiate, 
remained ftill in that abjeB: condition, into which the northern and weflern parts 
of Europe were funk, before they received civility and flavery from the refined 
policy and irrefiftible bravery of Rome. Even at the end of the fixteenth cen .. 
rury, when every chrifban nation was cultivating with ardour every civil art of life, 
that ifland, lying in a temperate climJte, enjoying a fertile foil, acceffible in its 
fituation, poffeifed of innumerable harbours, was ftill, notwithftanding thefe ad
vantages, inhabited by a people, whofe cuftoms and manners approached nearer 
thde of favages than of barbarians. 

As the brutality and ignorance of the Irifh was extreme, they were funk below 
the reach of that curiofity and love of novelty, by which every other people in 
Europe had been feized at the b~ginning of that century, and which had engaged 
them in innovations and religious difputes, with which they were ftill fo violently 
agitated. The antient fupcrf!::ition, the practices and obfervances of their fathers, 
tninglcd and polluted with many wild opinions, f!::ill maintained an unfhaken em
pire over them ; and the example alone of the Englifh was fu fficient to render the · 
reformation odious to the prejudiced and difcontentcd Irilh. The old oppofition of 
n1anners, laws, and intereft, was now inflamed by re]i gious antipathy ; and the 
fubduing and civilizing that country feemed to become every day more difficult 
and n1ore impraCticable. 

THE animofity againfl:: the Engliih was carried fo far by the Irilh, that, in an 
infurreB:ion, raifed by two fons of the earl of Clanricard, they put to the fword 
the whole inhabitants of the town of Athenry, tho' Irifh; becaufe they began to 
confonn themfe1ves to Englifh cuftoms a_nd inftitutions, and had embraced a 
n10re cultivated and civilized form of life, ·than had been praCtifed by their bar
barous anceftors *. 

THE ufual revenue of Ireland amounted only to fix thoufand pounds a year t : 
The ~1een, tho' with much repining t, commonly .added twenty thoufand 
more, which fhe rtmitted from England : And with this fmall re ·enue, a body 
of one thoufand men was fupported, which, in extraordinary emergencies, was 
augmented to two thoufand 11· No wonder, that a force, fo difproporrioned to 
the occafion, in!tead of fubduing a mutinous kingdom, ferved rather to pro
voke the natives, and to excite thofe frequent infurrections and rebellions, Which 
ftill farther inflamed the animofity between the two nations, and encreafed the 
barbarity and diforders, to which the lrifh were naturally fubjecr. 
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IN rs6o, Shan O'Neaie, or the great O'Neale, as the Irith called him, be- Chap. VII. 
caufe head of that potent clan, raifed a rebellion in UJfter; and after fome fkir- 1 599· 

mifhes, was received into favour, upon his fubmiffion, and his prom1fe of a more 
dutiful behavipur for the future 11· This impunity tempte:l him to undertake a 
new infurreCtion in I s67 ; but being pu!hed by Sir Henry Sidney, lord deputy, 
he retreated into Clandeboy, and rather than fubmit to the Englifh, he put him-
felf into the hands of fome Scotch i!landers, who commonly infefted thofe parts 
by their incurfions. The Scotch, who retained a quarrel againft him on account 
of former injuries, violated the Jaws of hofpitality, and murdered him in a fefti-
val, to which they had invited him. He was a man equally noted for his pride, 
his vioJences, his debaucheries, and his hatred of the EngUh nation. He is faid 
to have put fome of his followers to death, becaufe they endeavoured to introduce 
the ufe of bread after the Englifu fafhion §. Tho' fo violent an enemy to luxury, 
he was extremely addicted to riot; and was accuftomed, after his intemperance had 
thrown him into a fever, to plunge his body into mire, that he might allay the 
flame, which he had raifed by former exce!fes +· Such w;.s the life led by this 
haughty barbarian, who fcorned the title o£ earl of Tyrone, which Elizabeth in-
tended to have reftored to him, and who alfumed the rank and appellation of 
King of Ulfter. He ufed alfo to fay, that tho' the OEeen ~vas his foverdgn lady, 
he never made peace with her but at her fee king~· 

Sx.R. Henry Sidney was one of the wifeft and moft aCtive governors whom Ire_ 
land had enjoyed for feveral reigns * ; and he po!fdfed his c.uthority eleven years; 
during whi h time, he ftruggled with many difficulties, and made fome progrefs 
in repreffing thofe diforders, which had become inveterate among that people. 
The earl of Defmond, in I s69, gave him di!l:urbance from the hereditary ani
mofity which prevailed between that nobleman and the earl of Ormond, who 
was defcended from the only family, eftablifhed in Ireland, that had ever fteddily 
maintained its loyalty to the Englifh crown t. The earl of Thomond, in I 570, 
attempted a rebellion in Connaught, but was obliged to fly into France, before 
his defigns were ripe for execution. Stukeley, another fugitive, found fuch credit 
with the pope, Gregory the 13th, that he flattered his hoEnefs with the profpeCt 
of making his nephew, Buon Compagno, King of Irelanc. ; and as if this pro· 
jeCl: had already taken effeCt, he accepted the title of marquefs of Leinfter from 
the new fov{reign :f:. He paffed next into Spain ; and after having received 
much encouragement and great rewards from Philip, who intended to make ufe 
of him as an infirument to dift~rb ~een Elizabeth, he was found to poff'efs 
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Chap. VII. too .little intere£1: for executing thofe high promifes, which he had made to that 
1 599· o1onarch. I-Ie retired into Portugal; and following the fortunes of Don Sebaftian, 

he peri!hed with that gallant prince in his bold but fatal expedition againfr the 
Moors. 

Tyrone's re
l;elliop.. 

LoRD Gray fucceeded Sydney in the government of Ireland ; and, in r 579, 
fuppreffed a new rebellion of the earl of Defmond, tho' fupported by a body of 
Spaniards and Italians. The rebellion of the Bourks followtd a few years after_ 
wards; occafioned by the ftritl: and equitable adminifrration of Sir Richard Bing
ham, governor of Connaught, who endeavoured to reprefs the tyranny of the 
chieftains over their va!fals *. '"fhe ~een, finding Ireland fo burthenfome to 
her, tri.ed feveral expedients for reducing it to a fiate of greater order and fub
n1iffion. She encouraged the earl of Effex, father to that nob'eman, who was 
afterwards her favourite, to attempt the fubduing and planting Clandeboy:, Ferny 
and other territories, part of fome late forfeitures : But that enterprize proved 
unfortunate; and Effex d:ed of a diftemper, occafioned, as is fuppofed, by the 
vexation, which he had conceived, from his difappointments. An univerfity was 
founded in DtJblin with a view of introducing arts and learning into that king· 
dom, and civilizing the uncultivated manners of the inh~bitants t. But the 
tnoft unhappy expedient, employed in the government of Ireland,. was that made 
ufe of in 1 58 5 by Sir John Perrot, at that time lord deputy : 1-Je put arms into 
the hands of the Iriih inhabitants of Ulfter, in order to enable them, without 
the affiftance of the government, to reprefs the incurfions of the Scotch 
iflanders, by which thefe parts were much infefted :j:. At the fame tin1e, the 
invitations of Philip, joined to their zeal for the catholic religion, engaged many 
of the gentry to ferve in the Low Country wars; and thus Ireland, being pro
vided both of officers and foldiers, of difcipline and arms, became formidable 
to the Englifh, and was able to maintain a more regular war againft her an
tient mafrers. 

HucH O'Neale, nephew to Shan O'Neale, had been raifed by the ~1een to 
the dignity of earl of Tyrone; but having murdered his coufin, fon to that rebel, 
and being acknowleged head of his clan, he preferred the pride of barb1rous li
cence and dominion, to the pleafures of opulence and tranquillity, and fomented 
all thofe diforders, by which he hoped to weaken or overturn the Engli!h govern
ment. He was noted for the vices of perfidy and cruelty, fo common among 
llncultivated nations; and was alfo eminent for courage, a virtue, which their 
,Uforderly courfe of life requires, and which, notwithfi:anding, being unfupported 
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y the principle of honour, is commonly more precariou! among them, than Chap. 'IL among a civilized people. Tyrone, actuated by this fpirit, fecretly fomented I ~99· the difcontents of the Maguire~, Odoonels, O'Rourks, Macmahons, and other 

rebels ; yet trufting to the influence of his deceitful oaths and profeffions, he put 
himfclf into the hands of Sir William Ruffel, who, in the year I 594, was fent over 
lord deputy into Ireland. Contrary to the advice and proteftation of Sir Henry 
Bagnal, mar.fhal of the army, he was difmiffed; and returning to his own coun-
try, he embraced the refolution of raifing an open rebellion, and of reJying no 
longer on the lenity or inexperience of the Engli!h government. He entered 
into a correfpondence with Spain : He procured thence a fupply of arms and 
ammunition: And having united all the Iri!h Chieftains in a dependance upon 
him, he began to be regarded as a formidable enemy. 

THE native Iri!h were fo miferably poor, that their country afforded few other 
commodities but cattle and oatmeal, which were eafily defl:royed or driven away 
on the approach of the enemy ; and as Elizabeth was averfe to the expence requi
fite for fupporting her armies, the Engli!h found much difficulty in pu!hing their 
advantages, and in purfuing the rebels into the bogs, woods, and other faftneffes, 
to which they retreated. Thefe motives made Sir John Norris, who commanded 
the Englifh army, the more ready to hearken te any propofa]s of accommodation 
made him by Tyrone; and after the war was fpun out by thefe artifices for 
fome years, that gallant Englifhman, finding that he had been deceived by 
treacherous promiies, and that he had performed nothing worthy of his antient 
reputation, was feized with a Jangui.lhing diftemper, and died of vexation and 
difcontent. Sir Henry Bagnal, who fucceeded him in the command, was fl:ill 
n1ore unfortunate. As he advanced to relieve the fort of Black-water, befieged 
by the rebels, he was furrounded in difadvantageous ground ; his foldiers, dif
couraged by their powder's accidentally taking fire, were put to flight ; and, 
tho' the purfuit was il:opt by Montacute, who commanded the Engli!h horfe, 
fifteen hundred men, together with the general himfelf, were left dead upon the 
fpot. This viCtory, fo unufual to the lrilli, mightily raifed their fpirits, fup
plied them with arms and ammunition, and exalted the reputation of Tyrone, 
who aifumed the character of the deliverer of his country, and patron of Irifh 
liberty*· 

THE Engliili council were now fenfiblc that the rebellion in Ireland w.as come 
to a dangerous head, and that the former temporizing arts, of granting truces and 
pacifications to the rebels, and of allowing them to pUl·chafe pardons by .refign
ing part of the plunder, acquired during their infurrections, ferved only to encou-

4 S rage 
• Cox, P· 41 5• 



HIS 0 ,. OP E L t\ N D. 

• . hap. VIT. rage the fpirit ~of mutiny and diforder among them. It was therefore refolved 
599· to pufh the war by more vigorous meafures ; and the ~een caft her eye on 

Charles Blount, lord Mountjoy, as a man, who, tho, hitherto lefs accuftomed 
to anus than to books and literature, was endowed, fl1e thought, with talents 
equal to that undertaking. But the young earl of Euex, ambitious of glory, and 

efirous of obtaining this government for himfelf, oppofed the choice of Mount
joy; and reprefented the neceffity of appointing, for that important employment, . 
fome perfon more experienced in war than this nobleman, more praB:ifed in bufi
nefs, and of higher quality and reputation. By this defcription, he was under
flood to mean himfelf t ; and no fooner was hts defire known, to be poifelfed of 
that government, than his enemies, even more zealouOy than his friends, con
fpired to render his wifbes effectual. Many of his friends thought, that he ne
:ver fuould confent, except for a very lhort time, to acctpt of employments 
which muft remove him from court, and pr.event him from cultivating that per .. 
fonal inclination, which the Queen fo vifib1y bore him :f:. His enemies hoped, 
that if, by his abfence, fhe had once leizure to forget the charms of his perfon 
and converfation, his impatient and lofty demeanor would foon difguft a princefs, 
who ufually exafted.fuch profound fubmi!lion and implicit obedience from all her 
fervants. But Effex was incapable of entering into fuch cautiOl:JS views; and evell 
Elizabeth, who was extremely defirous of fubduing the Irifh rebels, and who 
was much prepoffeffed in favour of Effex's genius, readily agreed to appoint 

EJTexfentover him governor of Ireland, under the title of lord lieutenant. The more to en
to Ireland. courage him in his undertaking, ibe granted him by his patent more extenfive 

authority than had ever before been conferred on any lieutenant; the power of 
carrying on or finifhing the war as he pleafed, of pardoning the rebels, and of 
filling all the moft confiderable employments of the kingdom*· And to enfure 
him of fuccefs, ihe levied a numerous army of fixteen thoufand foot and thir
teen hundred horfe, which fhe afterwards augmented to twenty thoufand foot 
and two thoufand ~1orfe : A force, which, it was apprehended, would be able, 
in one campaign, to overwhelm the rebels, and make an entire conqueft of Ire
land. Nor did Effex's enemies, the earl of Nottingham, lord admiral, Sir Ro
bert Cecil, fecretary, Sir "vValter Raleigh, and lord Cobham, throw any obftacles 
in the way of thefe preparations; but hoped, that the higher the Q8een's ex· 
petl:ations were rc1ifed of fuccefs, the more difficult it would be for the event to 
correfpond to them. In a like view, they rather feconded, than oppofed, thofe 
exalted encomiums, which Effex's numerous and fanguine friends difperfed, of 
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I is high genius, of his elegant ndowments, his heroic courage, his unbounded h p. VI • 
generofity, and his noble birth; nor were they difpleafed to . obferve that paf- 1599• 
{ionate fondnefs, which the people every where exprelfed for this nobleman . 
Thefe artful politicians had ftudied his character; and finding, that his open and 
undaunted fpirit, if taught temper and referve from oppofition, muft become in
vincible, they refolved rather to give full breath to thofe fails, which were al-
ready too muc!1 expanded, and to puili him upon dangers, of which he feemed 
to make fuch fmall account t. And the better to make advantage of his indif
cretions, fpies were fet upon all his actions and even expreffions ; and his vehe-
ment fpirit, which, while he was in the midft of the court and environed by his 
rivals, was unacquainted witli difguife, could not fail, 1 after he thought himfelf 
furrounded by none but fr iends, to give a pretence for malignant fufpicions and 
conftruetions. 

EssEx left London in the n1onth of March, attended by the acclamations of 
the populace, and what did him more honour, accompanied by a numerous train 
of nobility and gentry, who, from affection to his perfon, had attached them
felves to all his fortunes, and propofed to acquire fame and military experience 
unc}er fo renowned a comnunder. The firft act of authority, which he exercifed, 
after his arrival in Ireland, was an indifcretion, but· of. the generous kind ; and 
in both thefe refpeEts, fuitable to his charaCler. Fie appointed his intimate 
friend, the eJrl of Southampton, general of the horfe; a nobleman, who had 
difpleafed the ~1een by fecretly marrying without her confent, and whon1 ilie 
had therefore enjoined Effex not to employ in any command under him. She 
no fooner heard of this infiance of difobedience than f11e reprimanded him, and 
ordered him to recal his commiffion to Southampton. But Efiex, who had 
imagined, that fome reafons, w hi eh he oppofed to her firll: injunctions, had 
convinced her, had the imprudence to remonftrate againft thefe fecond orders · ; 
and it was not till !he reiterated her commands, that he could be prevailed on to 
difplace his friend. 

EssEx, on his landing at Dublin, had deliberated with the Iri£h council, con- H' 'llfi r. 
15 I UCCe1s. 

cerning the proper methods of carrying on war againft the rebels ; and here he 
was guilty of a capital error, which was the ruin of his enterprize. He had al-
ways, while in England, blamed the conduct of former comn1anders, who art-
fully protraCted the war, who harraffed their troops in fmall enterprizes, and 
who, by agreeing to truces and temporary pacifications with the rebels, had given 
them leizure t 'J recruit their broken forces :f:. In conformity to chefe views, he 
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had ever inDited upon leading his forces immediately into Ulfrer againft Tyrone, 
the capital enemy ; and his infl:ruttions had been drawn agreeable to thefe his de
clared intentions and refolutions. But the Irifh counfellors perfuaded him, that 
the feafon was too early for the enterprize, and that as the moraffes, in which the 
Iriih ufually Iheltered themfelves, would not, as yet, be penetrable to the Englifh 
forces, it would be better to employ the prefent time in an expedition into Mun
fter. Their fecret reafon for this advice was, that many of them poffeffed efl:ates 
in that province, and were defirous to have the enemy dif1odged from their neigh
bourhood*: But the fame felfiih fpirit, which had induced them to give this 
council, made them foon after difown it, when they found the bad confequences 
with which it was attended t. 

EssEx obliged all the rebels of Munfter either to fubmit or to fly into the 
neighbouring provinces: But as the Irifh, from the greatnefs of the ~1een's 
preparations, had concluded, that !he intended to reduce them to total fubjettion, 
or even utterly to exterminate them, they confidered their prefent defence as a 
common caufe; and the Englifh forces were no fooner withdrawn, than the in
habitants of Munfter relapfed into rebellion, and renewed their confederacy with 
their other countrymen. The army, n1eanwhile, by the fatigue of long and te
dious marches, and by the influence of the climate, was become extreme fickly; 
and on their return to Dublin, about the middle of July, were fuprizingiy di
rninifhed in nmnber. Their courage was even much abated : For tho' they had 
prevailed in fome leifer enterprizes, as againft the lord Cahir and others ; yet had 
they fometimes met with a more ftout refifrance than they expeCled from the 
Irifh, whom they were wont to defpife; and as they were raw troops and unex
perienced, a confiderable body of them had been put to flight at the Glins, by 
an inferior number of the enemy; Eifex was fo enraged at this mifoehaviour, 
that he cafhiered all the officers, and decin1ated the private men :f:. But this in
fiance of feverity, tho' neceffary, had intin1idated the foldiers, and had encreafed 
their averfion to the prefent fervice. 

THE Ol1een was extremely difgufred, when !he heard, that fo confiderabJe a 
part of the feafon was "confumed in thefe frivolous enterprizes; and was fiii'l 
more furprized, that Eifex perfevered in the fame prq.ttice, which he had fo 
much condemned in others, and which he knew to be fo much contrary to her 
purpofe and intention. That nobleman, in order to give his troops leizure to 
recruit from their ficknefs and fatigue, marched with a fmall body of fifteen 
hundred men into the county of Ophelie againft the O'Connors and O'Mores, 
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whom he forced to a fubmiffion : But on his return to Dublin, he found the army 
fo extremely diminifhed, that he wrote to the Englilh council an account of his 
condition, and informed them, that if he received not immediately a reinforcement 
of two thoufand men, it would be impoffible for him this feafon to attempt any 
thing againft Tyrone. That there might be no pretence for farther inactivity, 
the Queen immediately ..fent over the number demanded*; and E£fex began at 
Jail: to affen1ble his forces for the expedition into Ulfter. The army was fo ex
tremely averfe to this enterprize, and terrified with the reputation of 1"'yrone, 
that many of them counterfeited ficknefs, n1any of them deferted t ; and Effex 
found, that after leaving the neceifary garrifons, he could fcarce lead four thou
fand men againft the rebels. He marched, however, with this fmall army; 
but was foon fenfible, that, in fo advanced a feafon, it would be impoffible for 

. him to effectuate any thing againft an enemy, who, tho' fuperior in number, were 
determined to avoid every decifive action. He hearkened, therefore, to a n1ef
fage fent him by Tyrone, who defired a conference; and a place, near the two 
camps, was accordingly appointed. The generals met without any of their at
tendants, and a river ran between them, into which Tyrone entered to the depth 
of his faddle : But Effex ftood on the oppofite bank. After half an hour's con
ference, where Tyrone behaved with great fubmi.ffion and refpetl: to the lord 
1ieutenant, a ceifation of arms was concluded to the firft of May, renewable from 
fix weeks to fix weeks; but which might be broke off by either party upon a 
fortnight's warning :f:. Eifex alfo received from Tyrone propofals for a peace, 
in which that rebel had inferted many unreafonable and exorbitant conditions: 
And there appeared afterwards fome reafon to fufpeB:, that he had here com
menced a very unjuftifiable correfpondence with the enemy 11. 

So unexpected an iifue of an enterprize, the greateft and mo:ft expenfive which 
Elizabeth had ever undertaken, provoked her extremely again:ft Elfex; and this 
difguft was much augmented by other circumftances of that nobleman's con 
duB:. He wrote many letters to the Queen and council, full of peevifh and 
impatient expreffions; complaining of his enemies, lamenting that their calum
nies fhould be believed againft him, and difcovering fymptoms of a mind, 

·equally haughty and difcontenteci. She took care to inform him of her dif
fatisfaction ; but commanded him to remain in Ireland till farther orders. 

EssEX heard at once of Elizabeth's anger, and of the promotion of his ene-· 
my, Sir Robert Cecil, to the office of m after of the wards, an office which he 

himfelf 
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himfelf afpired to-: And cl reading, that, if. he remained any longer abfent, th 
~ec-n would be totally alienated from him, he haftily embraced a refolution, 
which, he knew, had once fuccccded with the earl of Leicefter, the former fa
vourite of Elizabeth. Leicefter being informed, while in the Low Countries, 
that his miftrefs was extremely difpleafed with his conduCt, difobeyed her orders 
by coming over into England; and having pacified/ her by his prefence, by his 
apologies, and by his Battery and infinuation, difappointed all the expeCl:a~ions 
of his enemies *. Effex, therefore, weighing more the fimilarity of circum
ftances than the difference of characters between himfelf and Leicefter, immedi· 
ately fet out for England ; and making fpeedy journeys, he arrived at court be
fore any one was in the leaft apprized of his intentions t. Tho' befmeared with 
dirt and fweat, he haftened up ftairs to the prefence chamber, thence to the 
privy chamber; nor flopped till he \vas in the OEeen's bed chamber, who was 
newly riien, and was fitting with her hair about her face. He threw himfelf on 
his knees, kiffed her hand) and had fome private conference with her; where he 
was fo graciouily received, that on his departure he was heard to exprefs great 
fatisfaetion, and to thank God, that, tho' he had fuffered much trouble and 
.many ftorms abroad, he found a fweet calm at home :J:. 

BuT this placability of Elizabeth was merely the refult of her ft1rprize, and 
of the momentary fatisfaEtion, which fhe felt on the fudden and unexpeeted ap
pearance of her favourite: .~.L\.fter fhe had found leizure for recollection, all his 
faults recurred to her memo'ry; and fhe thougnt it neceffary by fome fevere dif
cipline, to fubdue this haughty and imperious fpirit, who, prefur11ing on her 
partiality and indulgence, had pretended to domineer in her councils, to engrofs 
all her favour, and to aCt, in the moft important affairs, without regard to her 
orders and inftruetions. When Effex waited on her in the afternoon, he found 
her extremely altered in her carriage towards him : She· ordered him to be con
fined to his chamber; to be twice examined by the council ; and tho' liis anfwers 
were calm and fubmiffive, !he committed him to the cuG:ody of the lora keeper, 
Egerton, and held him fcqueftered from all company, even from that of hi~ 
countefs, nor was fo much as the intercourfe of letters permitted between them. 
Effex dropped many exprelllons of humiliation and forrow, none of refentment: 
He profeffed an entire fubmiffion to the ~een's will: Declared his intention of 
retiring into the country, and of leading thenceforth a private life, remote from 
courts and bufinefs : But tho' he affected to be fo entirely cured of his afpiring 
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itio , the vexation of thi ifappoin me'nt, and of die triumph ga1ned by his 
emies, preyed upon his haughty fpirit , and he fell into a diftemper, whic 

feemed to put his life in hazard. 

THE ~een had always declared to all the world, and even to tHe earl himfelR 
t at the purpofe of her feverity was to correCt, not to ruin him * ; ~nd 
heard of l:us condition, fhe was not a little alarmed with the aanger. She ordere 
eight phyficians of the befi: reputation and experience to confult of his cafe; an 
being informed, that the i!fue was much to be apprehended, fhe fent r. Jam 
to him with fome broth, and defired that phyfician to deliver him a meffage, wnich 
1he probably deemed of ftill greater virtue ; that, if fhe thought fuch a fi:ep con 
fiftent with her h ,nour, fhe would 'herfelf pay hin1 a vifit. The by-ftander& 
:who carefully obferved her countenance, remarked, that in pronouncing thefe 
words, her eyes were fuffufed with tears t. 

WHEN thefe fymptoms of the ~een's returning affeCtion towar is Effex ~ver 
known, they gave a fenfible alarm to the faCtion which had declared their opp 
fition to him. Sir W alter Raleigh, in particular, the m oft violent as \ ell as th 
n1oft ambitious of his enemies, was fo affeCted with the appearan_·e of that fud
den revolution, that he was feized with ficknefs in his turn, and the ~1een was 
obliged to apply the fame ... falve to his wound, and to fend hin1 a favourable 111e~ 

. fage, expreffing her defire of his reco~ery t. 

Chap. VI 
1599 

THE medicine which"the OEeen adminiftered to thefe afpiring rivals, was fuc - 16oo. 
cefsful with both; and Effex, being now allowed the company of his countefs 
and havmg entertained more promifing hopes of his future fortunes, was fo much 
rcftored in his nealth, as to be thought paft all danger. A belief was infufed into 
Elizabeth, that his diftemper had been entirely counterfeit, in order to move her 
compaffion 11 ; and 1he relapfed into her former rigour againft him. He wrote her 
a letter, _and fent her a rich prefent on New-Year~s day; as was ufual among the 
courtiers of that time : She read the letter, b~1t rejected the prefent +· After 
fome interval, however, of feverity; £he allowed him to retire to his own houfe. 
And rho' he remained fl:ill under cuftody, and was fequeftered from all company 
he was fo grateful for this mark of lenity, that he fent her a letter of thanks on the 
occafion. " This farther degree of goodnefs," faid he, " doth found in mine 
" ears, as if your majefty fpake thefe words, Die not, Effex ; for tho' I punifo 
'' thine offence, and humble thee for thy good, yet will I one day be ferved again /;y 

Birch's Memoirs, p. 444-,. 445. Sydney Papers, vol. II. p. 19S. 
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Chap. VII. " thee. My proftrate foul makes this anfwer. I hope for that bleffed day. And 
16oo. 

" in expeCtation of it, all my affiiClions of body or mind are humbly, patiently, 
" and chearfully borne by me*." The countefs of Effex, daughter of Sir Fran
cis y .. ; alfingham, pofTeifed, as well as her hufband, a very refined tafle in litera~ 
tu re ; and the chief confolation which Effex enjoyed, during this period of anx· ~ 
ety and expectation, confifted in her company, and in reading with her thofe in
fiructive and entertaining authors which, even during the time of his greateft 
profperity, he had never entirely neglected. 

THERE were feveral incidents which kept alive the ~1een's anger againft Effex. 
Every account which !he received from Ireland, convinced her more and more of 
his mifconduet in that government, and of the infignificant purpofes to which he 
had employed fo much force and treafure. Tyrone, fo far from being quelled, 
had thought proper, in lefs than three months, to break the truce, and joining 
with 0 Donel, and other rebels, had over-run almoft the whole kingdom. He 
boafi:ed, that he was certain of receiving a fupply of men, money, and arms 
from Spain : He pretended to be champion of the catholic religion : And he 
loudly exulted in the prefent of a phrenix plume, which the pope, Clement tRe 
eighth, in order to encourage him in the profecution of fo good a caufe, had con
fecrated, and had conferred upon him t. The ~een, that !he might check his 
progrefs, returned to her former intention, of appointing Mountjoy lord-deputy; 
and tho' that nobleman, who was an intimate friend of Effex, and defired his re
turn to the government of Ireland, did at firfi: very earneftly excufe himfelf, on 
account of his bad fiate of health, ihe obliged him to accept of that employment. 
Mountjoy found the iOand almofi: in a defperate fituation; but being a man of 
capacity and vigour, he was fo little difcouraged, that he immediately advanced 
againft Tyrone in Ulfi:er. He penetrated into the heart of that country, the chief 
feat of the rebels: He fortified Derry and Mount-Norris, in order to bridle the 
Irifh : He chaced them from the field, and obliged them to take ihelter in the 
woods and moraffes : He employed, with equal fuccefs, Sir George Carew in 
Munfrer: And by thefe promifing fucceffes, he gave new life to the ~een's au~ 
thority in that country. 

As the comparifon of Mountjoy's adminiflration with that of Elfex, contri
buted to alienate her from her. favourite, !he received additional difguft from the 
partiality of the people, who, prepoffeffed with an extravagant idea of Elfex's 
tnerit, complained of the injuftice which was done him, . by his removal from 
court, and by his confinement. Libels were fecretly difperfed againft Cecil and 
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aleigh, and all his enemies. And his popularity, which was always great, 
{eemed rather to be increafed than diminifhed by his misfortunes. Elizabeth, in 
Drder to jufiify to the public her conduct with regard to him, hal often taken 
the refolution of having him tried in the ftar chamber, for his offences.: But I er 
tendernefs for him prevailed at laft over her feverity ; and fhe was contented to 
Juve him only examined by the privy-council. 1~he ·attorney-general, Coke, 
<>pened the caufe againfl: him, and treated him with the cruelty and infolence 
which that great lawyer ufually exercifed againfl: the unfortunate. I-le difplayed, 
in the firongeft colours, all the faults committed by Effex in his adminiftration 
of Ireland : I-Iis making Southampton general of the horfe, contrary to the 
~een's injunctions; his deferting the enterprize againfr Tyrone, and marching 
to Leinfl:er and Munfler; his conferring knighthood on too many perfons; hiS 
fecret conference with Tyrone ; and his fudden return from Ireland, in contempt 
of her majefty's commands. l-Ie alfo exaggerated the indignity of the conditions 
which Tyrone had been allowed to propofe; odious and abominable conditions. 
faid he; a public toleration of an idolatrous religion, pardon for himfelf and 
every traitor in Ireland, and full reftitution of lands and poffeffions to all of 
them t. The follicitor-general, Fleming, infified upon the wretched fituation 
in which the earl had left that kingdom ; and Francis Bacon, fon to Sir Nicholas 
Bacon, who had been lord keeper in the beginning of the prefent reign, clofed 
the charge with difplaying the undutiful expreffions conta"ned in fome letters 
wrote by the earl. 

EssEx, when his turn came to plead in his own behalf, renounc-ed, with great 
fubmiffion and humility, all pretenfions to an apology :f:; and declared his refo
lution never, on this or any other occafion, to have any contefi with his fovereign. 
He faid, that having fevered himfelf from the world, and abjured all fentiments 
of ambition, he had no fcruple to confefs every failing or error into which his 
youth, folly, or manifold infirmities might have betrayed him; that his inward 
forrow for his offences againft her majefty was fo profound, that it exceeded alJ 
his outward croffes and afflictions, nor did he retain any fcruple of fub111itting to 
a public confeffion of whatever !he had been pleafed to impute to him; that in his 
acknowlegements he retain~J only one referve, which he never would relinquifh but 
with his life, the affertion of a loyal and unpolluted heart, of an unfeigned af
feCtion, of an earneft defire ever to perform to her majefty the bcft fervice which 
his poor abilities would permit ; and that if this fentiment was recognized 
by the council, he willingly acquiefced in any condemnation or fentence which 
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they could pronounce againfb him. This fubmiffion was uttered wi h fo 
much eloquence, and in fo pathetic a manner, that it drew i:ears ·f·om many ot the 
fpeCl:ators 11· All the privy-counfellors, in giving their judg1nent, made no fcru
ple of doi.~g the earl jufrice, with regard to the loyalty of his intentions. Even 
Cecil, whorn he Ld'evtd his capital enemy, treated him with regard and hu. 
n1anity. And the ftntence given by the lord keeper;" fto which the council af
fented) was in thefe words. " If this caufe," f.1icl he, " had teen heard in the 
'' Star-chamber, my fentence muft have been for as great a fine as ever was fet 
" upon any man's head in that courr, together with perp tual confinement in that 
'' prifon -vvhich belongeth to a man of his quality, the To\ver. But fince we 
" are now in another place, and in a courfe of favour, my cenfure is, that the 
" earl of Eifex is not to execute the office of a counfelJor, nor that of earl mar
" fhal of England, nor of mafter of the ordinance; and to return to his own 
" houfe, there to continue a prifoner, till it fhall pleafe her majefty to releafe 
" this and all the reft of his fentence ~." The earl of Cumberland made a !light 
oppofition to this fentence ; and faid, that if he thought it would ftand, he \Vould 
have required a little ionger time to deliberate, that he thought it fomewhat fe
vere, and that any comnunder in chief m'ght cafily incur a like penalty. But~ 

however, added he, in confidence of her majefty's n1ercy, I agree with the reft. 
1~he earl of Worcefter delivered his opinion in a couple of Latin verfes, imply· 
ing, that, where t e Gods are offended, even misfortunes ough.t to be imputed 
as crin1es, and that accident is' no excufe for tranfgreffions againft the Divinity. 

BAcON, fo uc 1 dift:ingui ed afterwards by his high offices, and frill more by 
his profound genius for tl1e fciences, was nearly allied to the Cecil family, being 
nephew to lord Burleigh, and coufin-german to the fecretary : But notwithftand
ing his extraordinary talents, he had met with fo little protection from his power .. 
ful relations, that he had not yet obtained any preferment in the law, which was 
his profeffion. But Effex, who could diil:inguifi1 merit, and who paffionately 
loved it, had ente ed into an intimate frienc !hip with Bacon; had zealoufly at
tempted, tho' without fuccefs, to procure him the office of CZt:1een's follicitor; 
and in order to comfort his friend under the difappointment, had conferred on 
him a prefent of land to the value of eighteen hundred pounds t. The public 
could ill excufe Baco:1's appearance before the council, againft: fo Inunificent a 
benefaftor; tho' he acred in obedience to the ~e n's orders : But fhe was fo 
well pleafed with his behaviour, that fhe impofed on him a new ofk, of drawing 
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a narrative of that day's proceecUngs, ih order to fatisfy tl e nation of the Chap vn. 
ju 'lice and len"ty of h r condJct. Bacon, ho \ nted firmnefs of charaCter, 1600

' 

n1ore than humanity, gave to the wh le tranfacrion he moll: favourable turn for 
'! .. ifex; and, in particular, painted out, in elaborat xpreffior , tl e d 1 tiful fub

tniffion which that noblen1an difcovered in the defence which J made for his con
dud:. When he read the paper to her, fhe fl niled at that pdfage, and obferved 
to Bacon, that old love, ihe faw, could not eaGly Le forgotten. l-Ie replied, 
that he hoped fhe meant that of herfelf t· 

ALL the world, indeed, expeCl:ed, that Eff'ex would foon be reinfrated in hi 
fonner credit 11: Perhaps, as is ufual in reconcilements founded on inclination, 
rvouid acquire an additional afcendant with the Q~een, and a=-ter all his difgraces, 
·ould again appear more a avourite than ever. r hey we.re con rmed in this 

hope, when they faw, that tho' he wa ftill prohibited to afpear at court*, h 
was continued in his ofiice of mail:er of horfe, and was refror~d to his liberty, and 
that all his friends had accefs to hi:m. Eifex himfelf feemed determined to per
fevere in that cond uB: which had hitlY"rto been fo fucce(sful, and which the Q£teen, 
by all this difcipline, had endeavoured to render habitual to :him: He wrote to 
her, tLat he kified her majefiy's hands, and the rod with which fhe had correct '" 
hirn ; but that he could never recover his ufual chearfulnefs, till fl1e deigned to 
admit him to that prefence wJ1ich had ever been the chief fomce of his happinefs 
and enjoyment: And that he had now refolved to make amends for his pafl: er
~ors, to retire into a country folitude, and to fay with Nebuchadnezzar, " L et 
" my dwelling be with the beafis of the field; let me eat grafs as an ox, and be 
" · wet with the dew of heaven ; till it fuall pleafe the QEeen to reftore me to my 
" underftanait.g." he ueen was m 1ch pleafe ith thefe fentiments, an et re
plied, that fhe heartily wifhed his actions n1ight conefpond to his expreffions; 
that he had tried her patience a long time , and it was but jJft fhe fhould now · 
make fome experiment of his fubmiffion-; that her father would never have par
doned fo much obflinacy ; but that, if t 1e furnace of affiiBion produced fuch 
~ood erfec s, ihe fl1ould ever after have the better opinion of l1er chemiftry t. 

THE earl of E.lfex poifeffed a monopoly of fweet wines; a1d as his patent was 
near expiring, he patient! y expected that the ~ een vo Id renew it, and confi· 
dered this event as the critical circumHance of his life, whi::h would determine 
vhether 1 could ever hope to be rein Ltate in credit and autrority£H~ . But Eli

zabeth, tho' gracious in her demeanor, was of a temper forr.ewhat 1 aughty and 
4 T 2 fevere; 
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fevere; and being continually furrounded with Effex's enemies, means were found: 
to perfuade her, that his lofty fpirit was not yet fufficiently humbled, and that 
he muft undergo this farther trial, before he could again be fafely received inta 
favour. She therefore refufed his demand ; and even added,.. in a contemptuous 
fiile, that an ungovernable beaft: muft be ftinted in his provender 11· 

"Ts intrigues. TH I S rigour, pufhed one ftep too far, proved the final ruin of this young no .. 
bleman, and was the fource of infinite farrow and ve~ation to the Queen herfelf. 
Effex, \'Yho had with great difficulty fo long· fubdued his proud fpirit, and 
vhofe patience was now exhaufted, imagining that the Q9een . was . entirely 

inexorable, burft at once all reftraints of fubmiffio!l and of prudence, and was
determined to feek relief, by proceeding to the utmoft extremities againft his 
enemies. Even during his greateft favour he had ever been accuftomed to carry 
m~tters wit h. a high hand againft his fovereign ; and as this praftice gratified his· 
own temper, and was fometimes fucce[sful, he had imprudently imagined, that it 
was the only proper method of managing her+: But being now. reduced to de ... 
fpair, he gave entire reins to his violent difpofition, and threw off· all appear.; 
ance of duty and refpetl. Intoxicated with the general favour which he al ... 
ready poffeffed, he practifed anew every art of popularity; : and endeavoured to 
increafe the general good-will by an hofpitable n1anner of life, little fuited to his 
fituation and his circumftanc.es. His former employmcnts had given him great ~ 
connections with gentlemen of the znilitary profeffion-.; . and he now. entertained, , 
by additional careffes and civilities,, a friendfhip with all defp.erate adventurers

1
, 

whofe attachment, he hoped, might, in his prefent views, prove ferviceable. to 
him. He fecretly courted the confidence of the catholics ; but his chief truft 
Jay · in the puritans, whom .he openly careffed; and whofe manners he. ~emed to 
have entirely· adopted. He engaged the m oft celebrated preachers ~ of that feet to 
refort to Effex-houfe; , he had daily. prayers and fermons in his family ; and h€l 
invited all the zealots in London to attend thofe pious . exercifes. Such was the 
difpofition now beginning to prevail among the Engliili, that, inftead of feafr
ing, and public fpectacles, . the methods anciently practifed in commonwealths tQ . 

gain the populace, nothing fo effectually ingratiated an ambitious leader. with the: 
public, as thefe fanaEi(al entertainments. And as the puritanical preachers fre~ 
quently inculcated in their fermons the doctrine of reGftance to the civil magi':' 
fhate, they prepared the minds of their. hearers for thofe purpofes .which Effex . 
was fecretly contriving* •. 

BtTT.· 

H Camdent p. 6z8. 
C m den, p. 6 JO. 

+ Cabbala, p .. ?~· ~ B.irch's Memoirs, , vol. II .. _ p, +?3~ . 

lit 

V 
g\ 
w 
tll 
fit 

11 . 



E L Z A B ~ I"!. 

B'irT the moft pernicious imprudence of this nobleman proceeded from the 
epennefs of his temper, by which he was ill -qualified to fuceeed in fuch difficult
and dangerous projeCts. He indulged himfelf in great liberties of fpeech, and 
was even heard to fay of the ~een, that fhe was now grown an old woman., 
and was become as crooked in her mind as in her body t. Some court ladies, 
whofe favours EfTex had formerly negleCted, carried her. rhefe fl:ories, and incenfed 
her to a high degree againfl: him. Elizabeth was ever remarkably jealous on this 
head; and tho' fhe was now approaching to her feventieth year, !he allowed her 
courtiers t, and even foreign ambafiadors I!, to compliment her upon her beauty.; 
nor had all her good fenfe been able to cure her of this prepofl:erous infirmity*. 

t Camden, p. 629. Ofborne, p. 397· 
t Birch's Memom, vol. II. p. 442, 443· 
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Sir ""alter Raleigh's Prerogative of Pariiaments, p. 43· 
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"" Mofr of ~een Elizabeth's courtiers feigned love and defire towards her, and addre!fed th'emfelvc~ 

to her in the frile of paffion and gallantry. Sir Waiter Raleigh, having fallen into difgrace, wrot~ 

the follov:ing letter to his friend Sir Robert Cecil, with a view, no doubt; of having it !hewn to the 

~een. '' My heart was never broke till. this day, that I hear the ~een .goes away fo far off~ whom 

" I have followed fo many years, •.vith fo great love and defire, in fo many journeys, and am now left 

" behind her in a dark prifon all alone. While fue was yet near at hand, that I Illight 'hear of her 

" once in two or three days, my farrows were the lefs; but even now my heart is caft into the depth 

'' of all mifery. I, that was wont to behold her riding like Alexander, hunting like Diana, walking lik<: 
" Yenus, the gentle wind blowing her fair hair about her pure cheeks, like a •nymph, fometimes fitting 

" in •he !hadelike aGoddefs, fometimes finging like an angel, fometimes playing like Orpheus; behold 

" the f6rrow of this world ! once amifs bath bereaved me of all. 0 glory that only lhineth in misfortune, 

u what is become of· thy afrurance? All wound::; have fears but that of fantafie : AH afFections their re .. 

4 ' lenting but that of womankind. W·ho is tbe judge of friend!hip but adverfity, or when is grace wit

" neffi d but in oifcnce.s? There were no divinity. but br. reafon of compaffion: For revenges are brm.iili 

" and mortal. All thole times pafr, the loves, the fighs, the farrows, the defires, cannot they weigh 

" down one fraii misfortune? Cannot one drop of gall be hid in fo great lieaps of fweetnefs. I may, 

u then conclude, Spes & fortuna rualete. She is gone in whom I ' truHed; 2nd of me bath not one 

" thought of mercy, nor anyrefpect of th:1t which· was. Do with me n<:>w therefore what ypu lift. I 
" am more weary of life than they are defirous I !hould periili ;. which, if it had been for her, as it is 

"by, her, Ihad beentoohappily born." l.Iurdit:, 657· It is to beremarkcd, that thisNymph, 

Venus, Goddefs, Angel, was now ahout fixty. Yet five or fix years after, !he allowed the fame lan

guage to be ufed to her. Si-r Henry U nton, her ambaffador in France, relates to her a converf.:1tion 

wh1ch he had with Henry the fourth. The monarch, after·having introduced Unton to his miflrc(s.; 
the fair Gabrielle, afked him how he liked her. " 1 anfwered fparingly in her praife," faid the mini

fter, " and told him, that if, without offence, I might fpeak it, I had the pieture of a far more excel. 

,, lent miilrefs, and yet did her piB:ore come far fhortof her · perfection of beauty_. As you. love me, 
,, faid he, !hew it me, if you have it about you. I made fome difficulties; y_et upon his importunity 

., offered it to his view very fecretly, holding it frill in my hand : He beheld it \\ ith paffion and ad- · 
" miration, faying, that I had reafon, Je me rmds, protefting, that he had ne,·er feen the like ; fo, 

"' · with g~eat reverence, he kiffed it twice or thrice, I detaining it ftill in my hand. In. the end, · witlt 
" ' fom • 
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THERE was another expedient of Effex, which, if poffible, was more pro\roking 
to the Queen than thofe f;u afms o 1 her age and deformity; and that wa , his fe
cret applications to the King of Scots, her heir and L --ce .10r. That f5rince had 

• this year very narrowly e cap~d a dangerous, tho' ili formed, confpiracy of the 
earl of Gowry; and even his delivery was :lttended with this difagre able cir 
cumfiance, that the obfi:inate ecclefi.aflics perfi ed, in fpite of the moft incon
tefl:ible evidence, to maintain to his face, that there had been no fuch eo. fpiracy. 
J ames, harraffcd with his turbulent and facti us fubjcB:s, cafl: a wifl:ful eye to the 
fucceffion of England; and in proportion as the ~een advanced in years, his de· 
fire ihcreafed of mounting that throne, on which, befides acquiring a great adc i
tion of power and fplendor, he hoped to govern a peop)e, fo much n ore tracbble 
and fubmiffive. He negociated with all the courts of Europe, in order to en
fure h imfelf friends and partizans : l-Ie even neglected not the court of Rome 
and that of Spain; and tho' he engaged himfelf in no pofitive promife, he flat~ 
tered the catholics with hopes, that, in cafe of. his fucceffion, they might expect 
fome more liberty than what was at prefent indulged them. Elizabeth was the only 
fovereign in Europe to whom he never dared to mention his right of fucceffion: 
He knew, that tho' her great age might now invite her to think of fixing an heir 
to the crown, ihe never could bear the profpeB: of her own death w:thout hor
ror, and was determined fiill to retain him, and all other corn petitors, in an en
tire dependance upon her. 

EssEX Was defcended by females from the royal family; and fome of his fanguinc 
partizans had been fo imprudent as to mention his name among thofe of other 
pretenders to the crown ; but the earl tool,. care, by means of 1:-Ienry Lee, whr:m 
he fecretly fent into Scotland, to affure J ames, that, fo far from entertaining 
fuch ambitious views, he was determined to ufe every expedient for extorting an 
immediate declaration in favour of this monarch's right of fucceffion. J amcs 
willingly hearkened to this propofa] ; but did not approve of the violent me· 
thods which E£fex intended to em Joy. Effex had communicated his fcheme to 
!\1ountjoy, lord deputy of Ireland; and as no man ever commanded more the 
cordial affection and attachment of his friends, he had even engaged a perfon of 
that virtue and prudence to entertain thoughts of bringing over part of his army 

into 

c' fome kind of contention, he took it fiom me, vowing, that I might take my leave of it: For he 
" would not forgo it for any treafure: And that to poffefs the favour of the lively picture, he would 
" forfake all the world, and hold himfelf mofi: happy; with many other mofi: paftionate fi)eeches. v 

ll1urdin, p. 71 S. For farther particula s on this head, fee the ingenious author of the Catalogue of 
royal and noble Authors, article Effix. 
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into England, and of forcing the ~een to declare the King of Scots her fuc
c ffor *. And fuch was Effex•s impatient ardour, that, tho' J ames declined this 
Jangorous expedient, he hill endeavoured to perfuade Mountjoy not to defift 

fron-i the proj~B: : But the deputy, who thought that fuch violence, tho' it might 
be prudent: and even juflifiable, when fupported by a fovereign prince next 
heir to the crown, would be rafh and criminal, if attempted by fu~jetl:s, entirely 
refufed his concurrence. The correfpondence, however, between Elfex and the 
court of Scotland was ftill conducted with great fecrecy and cordiality ; and 
that noblen1an, beudes conciliating the favour of J ames, reprefented all 1 is own 
adverfaries as enemies to that prince's fucceffion, and as men entirely devoted to 
the intereib of Spain, and partizans of the chimerical tit)e of the Infanta. 

THE Infanta and archduke, Albert, had made fome advances to the ueen for 
peace; an 1' Boulogne, as a neutral town, was chofen for the place of conference. 
Sir Henry Neville, the Englifh refident in France, Herbert, Edmondes, and 

Chap. VII. 
16oo. 

Beale, were fent thither as ambaffadors from England ; and negociated with Zu- 16 May. 

niga, Carillo, Rich rdot, and Verheiken, miniflers of Sp.ain and the archduke: 
BL t the conferences were foon broke off, on account of a difpute of ceremony. 
Among the European ftates England had ever been allowed the precedency above 
Cafl:ile, Arragon, Portugal, and the other kingdoms of which the Spanifh mo
narchy w s compofed; and Elizabeth inufl:ed, that this ancient right was not 
loft on account of the junB:ion of thefe ftates, and that Spain, in its prefent fitua. 
tion, tho' it furpaffed England in . extent, as well as in power, could not compare 
:\'ith it in point of antiquity, the only durable and regular foundation of pr ce
dency among kingdoms, as well as noble families. That ihe might 1hew, how
ever, a difpofition to peace, Jhe was contented to yield to an equality; but the 
Span1ih n1inifi:ers, as their country had always difputed precedency even \ ith 
France, to which England fubmirted, would proceed no farther in the confer
ences, till their fupenority of rank was aclynowleged t. During the prepara 
tions for this abortive negociation, the earl of Nottingham, the admiral, lo d 
Buckhurfr, the treafurer, and fecretary Cecil, had difcovered their inclination to 
peace; and as the Englifn nation, fiu01ed with fuccefs, and fanguine in their 
hopes of plunder aDd conqueft, were in general averfe to that meafure, it WJS 

eafy for a perfon fo popular as Efiex, to infufe into the multitude an opinion, 
that th e- fe minifters had facrificed the interefl:s of their country to Spain, an 
would even make no fcruple of receiving a fove1 eign from that hoftile nation. . . 

• Birch's IV!e:noirs, vol. IT. p. 4-7 I. t \Vinwood's Mc.norials, vol. I. p. x86---zz6. 
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BuT Effex, not contented with thefe arts for decrying his adverfaries, pm .. 
.ceeded to concert more violent methods of ruining them ; chief1y infi:igattd by 
Cuffe, his fecretary, a man of a bold and arrogant fpirit, who had acquired a 
great afcendant over his p1tron. A feleCt: council of mal-econtCTit1 was formed, 
who commonly met at Drury-houfe, and were compofed of Sir Charles Davers, to 
whom the houfe belonged, the earl of Southampton, Sir Ferdinando Gorges, 
Sir Chriftopher Blount:~ Sir John Davis, and John Little ton ; and Effex, who 
boafl:ed, that he had an hundred and twenty barons, knights, and gentlemen of 
note, at his devotion, and who trufted fiill more to his authority with the popu
lace, communicated to his aifociatLS thofe fecret defigns and refo1utio.ns, with 
which his confidence in fo powerful a party had infpired him. Among other 
r-riminal projeCts, the refult of blind rage and de(pair, he deliberated wjth them 
concerning the method of taking arms ; and afked their opinion., whether he had 
befl: begin with feiz ing the palace or the Tower, or fet out with making himfelf 
n1afier at once of both places. The firft enterprize being preferred, a method was 
concerted for executing it. It was agreed, that Sir Chriftopher Blount, with a 
choice detJchment, fhould poifefs himfelf of the palace gates, that Davis fl1ould 
feize the hall, Davers the guard-chamber and prefence-chamber; and that Effex 
fhould ru!h in from the Meufe, attended by a body of his partizans, lhould en· 
treat the ~een, with all demonftrations of humility, to remove his enemies, fhould 
oblige her to affemble a Parliament, and .fbould with common confent fettle a new 
plan of government*. 

WHILE thefe defperate projects were in agitation, many reafons of fufpicion 
were carried to the ~een; and fue fent Robert Sacville, the treafurer's fon, to 
Effex- houfe, under pretence of a vifit, but, in reality~ with a view of difcovering 
whether there was in that place any concourfe of -people, or any extraordinary pre
parations, which might threaten an infurrection. Soon after, Effex received a fum
nlons to attend the council, which met at the treafurer's houfe; and while he was 
n1ufing on this circum!lance, and comparing it with the late unexpeCted vifit from 
Sacville, a private note was conveyed to him, by which he was warned to pro
vide for his own fafety. He concluded, that all his confpiracy was difcovered, 
or at .leafl: fufpe,(ted, .and that the eafieft punifhment which he could {XpeCt, was 
a new and more fevere confinen1ent: He therefore e~cu fed himfelf to th_e council 
10f?. pretence of an indifpofition; and he imr:nediately difpatched meffages to his 
n1ore intimate confederates, requefi:ing their advice and .alliftance in the prefent cri-

tical 

• C.amden, p. 63e), Bir~h's Memoirs, vol. II. p. 464. State Trials,. Bacol), vol. IV, p. 542, 
H·3· 
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tical lituation of his affairs. They deliberated, whether they fhould abandon all Cha · ·n • 
1601. their proJeCts, and fly the kingdom; or infrantly feize the palace with the force 

which they could affemble; or rely upon the affeCl:ions of the citizens, who were 
generally known to bear a great affection to the earl. Effex declared againfr th • 
firft expedient, and profeffed himfelf determined to undergo any fate rather than 
fubmit to live the life of a fugitive. To feize the palace feemed impracticable 
without more preparation; efpeci.tlly as the ~een feemed now aware of their 
proje·et:s, and, as they heard, had ufed the precaution of doubling her ordinary 
guards. There remained, therefore, no other expedient but that of betaking 
themfel ves to the city ; and while the prudence and expediency of this' refolution 
was under debate, a perfon arrived, who, as if he had received a commiffion for 
that purpofe, gave them affurance of the good affection of the Londoners, and 
affi:med, that they might fecure!y reff any project on that foundation. The po
pularity of Effex had chiefly buoyed him up in all his vain undertakings ; and he 
fondly tmagined, that with no other affiftance than the good-will of the multi-
tude, he might be enabled to overturn Elizabeth's government, confirmed by 
time, revered for wifdom, fupported by vigour, and concurring with the gene-
rai ientiments of the nation. The wild project of railing the city w, s immedi-
ately refolved on; the execution of it was delayed till next day; and emiffaries 
vere difpatched to all Effex's friends, informing them that Cobham and Raleigh 

had laid fchemes againfr his 1ife, and entreating their prefence and affifbnce. 
TE4 T day, there appeared at Effex-houfe the earls of Southampton and Rut- Sth February. 

land, the lords Sandys and Monteagle, with about three hundred gentlemen of 
good quality and fortune ; and Efiex inforn1ed them of the danger, to which, 
he pretended, the machinations of his enemies expo fed him. To fome, he faid, 
that he would throw himfelf at t.1e ~een's feet, and crave her jufl:ice and pro-

. tecl:ion : To others, he boa fled of his intereft in the city, ~nd affi rmed, that, 
whatever might happen, this refource could never fail him. The ~1cen was in
formed of thcfe dc[lgns, by mean of inteiligence, conveyed, as is fuppofed, to 
Ralci

0
h by Sir Ferdinando Gorges ; and having ordered the magiftrates of L .on

aon to keep the citizens in readinefs, fhe fent Egerton, lord keef er, to Efiex
houfe, with the earl of \Vorcefter, Sir Villiam Knollys, controller, and Pop
ham, lord chief jufrice, in order to learn the caufe of thefe unufual commotions. 
They were with difficulty adm;tted thro' a wicket; but all their fcrvants were 
exclu .ed, except the purfe-bearer. After fome altercation, in which thly charged 
Effex's retainers, upon their allegiance, to lay down their arms, and w~re 
menaced in their turn by the angry multitude, who furrounded them, the 
:-.arJ, who found, that n1atters were pafr reca1, refolvcd to leave them prifoners 
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Chap. VH. in his houfe, and to proceed to the execution of his former project. He iilued 
1601. out with about two hundred attendants, armed only with fwords ; and in his 

paffage to the city was joined by the earl of Bedford and lord Cromwel. He 
c.r;ied aloud, For the ff<Jteen! for the fZ.1feen! a plot is laid for my life; and then pro 4 

creded to the houfe of Smith, the fheriff, on whofe aid he had great reliance. 
The citizens flocked about him in amazement; but tho' he told them, that Eng
land was fold to the infanta, and exhorted them to arm inftantly, otherwife they 
could not do him any fervi<;:e, no one fhowed a difpofition to join him. The 
fheriff, on the earl's approach to his houfe, ftole out at the back door, and 
made the befl of his way to the lord mayor. Effex, meanwhile, obferving the 
coldntfs of the citizens, and hearing, that he was proclaimed a traitor by the 
earl of Cumberland and lord Burleigh, began to defpair of fuccefs, and thought 
of retreating to his own houfe. He found the ftreets in his paffage barricadoed,. 
and guarded by the citizens, under the command of Sir John Levifon. In his; 
attempt to force his way, Tracy, a young gentleman, to whom he bore great 
friendfhip, was killed, with two or three of the Londoners; and the earl him
felf, attended by a few of his partizans (for the greateft part began fecret-1y to, 
withdraw themfelves) retired towards the river, and taking boat,. arrived at Effex
houfe. He there found, that Gorges, whom he had fent before to capitulate· 
with the lord keeper and the other counf~llors, had given them all their li
berty, and had gone to court with them. He was now reduced to defpair; and 
appeued determined, in profecution of lord Sandys's advice, to defend himfelf 
to the laft extremity, and rather to peri!h, like a brave man, with his fword in 
his hand, than bafely by the hands of the executioner: But after fome parley,. 
and after demanding in vain, firft hoftages, then conditions, from the befiegers, 
he furrendered at difcretion; requefting only civil treatment, and a fair and im
partial hearing *. 

THE ~een, who, during all this commotion, had behaved with as great tran
quillity and fecurity, as if there had only paffed a fray in the ftreets, in which. 
ihe was no way concerned t, foon gave orders for the trial of the moft confide-

19thEebruary. rable o~ the criminals. The earls of Effex and Southampton were arraigned be-
. :tttrial. fore a JUry of twenty-five peers,. where Buckhurft acted as lord fteward. The 

guilt of the prifoners was too apparent to admit of any doubt; and, befides the 
infurretl:ion known to every body,. the treafonable conferences at Drury-houfe were 
proved by undoubted evidence. Sir Ferdinando Gorges was produced in court: 
The confeffions of the earl of R utland, of the lords Cromwel~ Sandys, and 
Monteagle, of Davers, Blount, and Davies, were only read to the peers, ac-

cording 
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cording to the praCtice of that age. Effex's befl: friends were fcandalized at his 
affurance in inllfiing fo pofitivel y on his innocence, and the goodnefs of his in
tentions ; ~nd ftill more at his vindictive difpofition, in accufing, without any 
appe<1rance of reafon, fecretary Cecil as a partizan of the infanta's title. The fecre
tary, who had expeCted this charge, ftepped into the court, and challenged Effex: 
to produce his authority, which, on examination, was found extremely weak and 
frivolous :f:. When fentence was pronounced, Effex fpoke lii'"e a man who laid 
his account to die: But he added, that he lhould be forry, if he was reprefented 
to the ~een as a perfon that def pi fed her clemency ; tho' he fhould not, he 
belit ved, m;1ke any cringing fubmiffions to obtain it. Southampton's behaviour 
was more milJ and fubmiffive: He entreated the good offices of the peers in fo 
rnodeft and becoming a manner, as excited compaffion in every one. 

THE mofr remark:1ble circumfiance in E.ffex's trial wa11 Bacon's appearance 
againfl: him. I-Ie was none of the crown lawyers ; fo was not obliged by his 
ot1i ~e to affi ft at this trial : Yet did he not fcruple, in orde to obtain the ~1een's 
favour, to be aCl:i e in bere~ving of life his friend and patron, whofe generoflty 
he had often exp~rienced. I-Ie compared Effex's conduct, in pretending to fear 
the attempts of his ad verfaries, to th t of Pififiratus, the Athenian, who cut and 
wounded his own body ; and n1al' ing the people believe, that his enemies had 
con1mitted that violence, obtained a guard or his perfon, by whofe affiftance he 
afterwards fubdued the liberties of his country. 

AFTER Efi'ex had paifed fome days in the folitude and refleCtion of a prifon, 
his proud heart was at laft fubdued, not by the fear of death, but by the fenti
n1ents of religion ; a princ;p1e, which he had before attempted to ma ·e the in
firument of his ambition, but which now tool'" a·· more firm hold of his mind . , 
and prevailed over every other motive and confideration. His fpiritual direCtors 
perfuaded him, that he never could obtain the pardon of heaven, unlefs he made 

, a full confeffion of his dii1oyalty; and he gave in to the council an account of all 
his moft criminal defign , as well as of his correfpondence with the King o[ 
Scots. He fpared not even his moft ir imate friends, fuch as lord Mountjoy, 
whom he had engaged in thefe confpiracies; and he fought to pacify his prefent 
ren1orfe, by making fuch attonements as in any other period of his life, he would 
have deemed more blameable than thofe attempts themfelves, which were the 
objects of his penitence*. Sir Harry Neville, in particular, a man of merit, he 
accufed of a correfpondence with the confpirators; tho' it appears, that that 
gentleman had never afi'ented to the propofals made him, and was no farther 

4 U 2 criminal 
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criminal than in not revealing the earl's treafon ; an office, to which every ma1 

of honour naturally be?rs the ftrongefr reluctance t. Neville was thrown into 
prifon, and underwent a fevere perfecution : But as the ~een found Mountjoy 
a very able and fuccefsful commander, ilie continued him in his government, 
and facrificed her refentment to the public fervice. 

EL IZAB.ETH affected extremely the praife of clemency; and in every great 
example, which fhe had made during her reign, ilie had always appeared full of 
reluCtance and hefitation : But the prefent fituation of Effex called forth all her 
tender affeCtions, and kept her in the moft real agitation and irrefolution. She 
felt a perpetual combat bttween refentment and inclination, pride and compaffion~ 
the care of her own fafety and concern for her favourite ; and her fituation, dur
ing this interval, was perhaps more an object of pity, than that to which Effex 
himfelf was reduced. She figned the warrant for his execution ; fhe counter
manded it; fhe again refolved on his death; ihe felt a new return of tendernefs: 
Effex's enemies told her, that he himfelf defired to die, and had affured her, that 
fhe could never be in fafety while he Jived: It is likely, that this proof of penitence 
and of concern for her, would operate a contrary effett to what they intended~ 
and would revive all that fond affeCtion, which fhe had fo long indulged to the 
unhappy prifoner. But what chiefly hardened her heart againft him was his fup
pofed obftinacy, in never making, as fhe hourly expeCted, any application to 
her for mercy and forgivenefs ; and fhe finally gave her conf<~nt to his execution. 
He difcovered at his death fymptoms rather of penitence and piety than of fear ; 

25th February and willingly acknowleged the juflice of the fentence, by which he fuffered. The 

A d 
. execution was private in the Tower, agreeable to his own requefr. He was ap-

n execut,on , 
prehenfive, he faid, left the favour and compaffion of the people would too much 
raife his heart in thofe moments, when humiliation under the affiicting hand of 
Heaven was the only proper fentiment, which he could indulge :f:. And the 
~een, no doubt, thought, that prudence required the removal of fo melancholy 
a fpectacle from the public eye. Sir Waiter Raleigh, who came to the Tower 
on purpofe, and who beheld Effex's execution from a window, encreafed much 
by this action the general hatred, under which he already laboured : lt was 
thought, that he had no other purpofe than to feafl: his eyes with the death of 
his enemy; and no apology, which he could make for fo exceptionable a cir
cumftance of conduCt, could be accepted by the public. The cruelty and ani--: 

mofity, 

t V/inwood, vol. I. p. 302. :t Dr. Barlow's fermon on Eifex's execution. Bacon, vol. lV• 
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mofity, with which he urged on Effcx's fate, even when Cecil relented t, were Chap. vrr. 
flill regarded as the principles of this unmanly and ungenerous behaviour. 160 r 

THE earl of Effex was but thirty-four years of age, when his rafhncfs, impru
dence, and violence brought h ·m to this untimely end. \Ve muft here, as in 
n1any other inftances, lament the inconftancy of human nature, that a perfon en
dowed with fo many noble virtues, generofity, fincerity, friend.fhip, valour, elo
quence, and induftry, fr.ould in the latter period of his life have given fuch rein11 
to his ungovernable paffions, as involved, not only himfelt~ but many· of his 
friends, in utte1 ruin. The Q9ecn's tendernefs and pafiion, as it was the caufe 
of thofe premature honours, which he attained, feems, on the whole, the chief 
circumftance which brought on his deftruClion. Confident of her partiality to• 
wards him, as well as of his own merit, he treated her with a haughtinefs, which 
neither her love nor ber dignity could bear; and as her amorous inclinations in 
fo advanced an age, would naturally make her appear ridiculous, if not hateful 
in his eyes, he was engaged, by an imprudent opennefs, of which he made pro
feffion, to difcovcr too eafily thofe fentiments to her jealous pride. The many 
reconciliations and returns of affeB:ion, of which he had frill made advantage, 
n1ade him venture on new provocations, till he pufhed her beyond all bounds of 
patience; and he forgot, that, tho' the fentiments of the woman were ever 
firong in her, thofe of the fovcreign had ftill in the end appeared predomi
nant. 

SoME of Effex's affociatcs, Cuffe, Davers, Blount, Meric, and Davis were 
tried and condemned, and all of them, except Davis, were executed. The 
QEeen p sdoned the refl: ; being perfuaded that they were drawn in merely from 
their friend!hip to that nobleman, and their care of his fafety; and were igno
rant of the more criminal part of his intentions. Southampton's life was fpared 
with great difficulty; but he was kept in prifon during all the remainder of this 
reign. 

THE King of Scots, who was apprehenfive left his correfpondence \vith Eifex 
might have bee,n difcovered, and have given offence to Elizabeth, fent the 
earl of Mar and the lord Kinlofs as ambaffadors to England, in order to con
gratulate the ~een on her efcape from the late infurreCtion and confpiracy.. 
They were alfo ordered to enquire whether any meafures had been taken by her. 
to exclude him from the fucceffion, as well as to difcover the inclinations of the 
chief nobility and counfellors, in cafe of the Queen's demife *. They found the 
difpofitions of men as favourable as they could wifh; and they even entered into 

a corre~ 
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Chap. VII. a correfpondence with fecretary Cecil, whofe influence, 2fter the fall of E!fex, 
1601

' was now uncontrouled t, and who was refolved, by this policy, to acquire, in 
time, the confidence of the fucceffor. He knew how jealous Elizabeth ever was 
of her authority, and he therefore carefully concealed from her his attachment to 
J ames : But he afterwards aiferted, that nothing could be more advantageous 
to her, than this correfpondence; becaufe the King of Scots, fecure of mounting 
the throne by his undoubted title, aided by thofe connexions with the Engliih 
miniftry, was the le[s likely to give any difturbance to the prefent fovereign. He 
alfo perfuaded that prince to remain in quiet, and patiently to expect, that time 
fhould open to him the inheritance of the throne, without pu!hing his friends 
on defperate enterprizes, which would totally incapacitate them from ferving him. 
J ames's equity, as well as his natural want of enterprize, eJfiiy inclined him to 
embrace this refolution t; and thus the minds of the Engli!h were filentlv, but 
univerfally diii=ofed to admit, without oppofition, the fucceffion of the Scotti!h 
line: The death of Effex, by putting an end to faction, had been rather fa· 
vounble than prejudicial to that great event. 

THE King of France, who was little prepoffefied in favour of J ames, and 
who was averie to the union of England and Scotland*, made his ambaifador 
drop fome hints to Cecil of Henry's willingnefs to concur in any n1eafure for 
difappointing the hopes of the Scotch monarch ; but as Cecil fhowed an entire 
difapprobation of fuch fchemes, the court of France took no farther fteps in that 
matter: and thus the only foreign power, which could give much difturbance 

. to J ames's fucceffion, was induced to acquiefce in it ll· Henry made a journey 
french affairs. h r. C l · d h n. h · f h' · · D t IS 1Ummer to a a1s; an t e '<.Yeen, eanng o IS mtfnttons, went to over, 

in hopes of having a perfonal interview with a monarch, whom, of all others, 
fhe moft loved and moft refpeCled. The French King, who felt the fame fenti
ments towards her, would gladly have accepted of the propofal ; but as 1a1any 
difficulties occurred, it appeared nece.ffary to lay afide, by common confent, 
the project of an interview. Elizabeth, however, wrote fucceffively two let
ters to Henry, one by Edmondes, another by Sir Robert Sydney, in which fue 
expreffed a defire of conferring about a bufinefs of importance, with fome mi .. 
nifter in whom that prince repofed entire confidence. The marquefs of Rhoni, 
the King's favot1rite and prime minifter, came to Dover in difguife; and the 
memoirs of that able ftatefman contain a full account of his converfation with 
Elizabeth. That m'agnanimous princefs had formed a fcheme of eftablilhing, in 
conjunction with Henry, a new fyftem of policy in Europe, and of fixing a 

duragle 
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durable ballance of power, by the erection of new ftates on the ruins of the Chap. VII. 
oufe of Auftria. She fuad even the wifdom to forefee the perils, which might 1001

' 

enfue from the aggrandizement of her ally ; and lhe propofed to unite the whole 
ieventeen provinces of the Low Countries into one republic, in order to form a 
perpetual barrier againft the dangerous encreafe of the French, as well as of the 
Spani!h, Inonarchy. Henry had himfelf long meditated fuch a project againft the 
Auflrian family ; aL1d Rhoni could not forbear expreffing his aftoni!hment, when 
he found that Elizabeth and his mafter, tho' they had never communicated their 

, thoughts on this fubjecr, had not only entered into the fame general views, but had 
alfo formed the fame project for their execution. The affairs, however, of France 
wer~ not yet brought to a fituation, which might enable Henry to begin that 
great enterpriz.e; and Rhoni fatisfied the Q!.leen, that it would be neceifary to 
poftpone for fome years their united attack on the Auftrian family. He de .. 
parted, filled with juft adtniration of the folidity of Elizabeth's judgment, and 
the greatnefs of her mind; and he owns that !he was entirely worthy of tha 
high reputation, which fhe poffeifed in Europe. 

THE ~1een's magnanimity in forming fuch extenfive projects was the more re
n1arkable, that, beficles her having fallen fo far into the decli~e of life, the af. 
fairs of Ireland, tho' conduEted with ability and fuccefs, were frill in diforder, 
and made a great diverfion of her forces. The expence incurred by this war lay 
heavy upon her narrow revenues; and her minifl:ers, taking advantage of her 
great difpofition to frugality, propofed to her an expedient of faving, which, tho' 
the at firfl: difapproved of it, !he was at laft induced to embrace. It was reprefented 
to her, that the great fums of money remitted to Ireland for the pay of the Eng
lifh forces, came, by the neceifary courfe of circulation, into the hands of the re
bels, and enabled them to buy abroad all reguiute fupplies of arms and ammunition,. 
which, from the extreme poverty of that kingdon1 and its want of every ufeful 
commodity, they could not otherwife find means to purchafe. It was therefore 
propofed to her, that fhe fhould pay her forces in money of a bafe alloy ; and 
it was afierted, that, befides the great faving to the revenue, this fpecies of coin 
could never be exported with advantage, and would not pafs in any foreign 
market. Some of the wifer counfellors maintained, that, if the pay of the fol· 

, diers was raifed in proportion, the Irilh rebels would neceffarily reap the fame 
benefit from the bafe ·money, which would always be taken at a rate fuitable to 
its value; if the pay was not raifed, there was dang,r of a mutiny among the 
troops, who, whatever names might be affixed to the pieces of metal, would foo~ 
find from experience that they were defrauded in their income~. But Elizabeth,. 

.,. tho:. 



HISTORY OF E ~GLAND. 

Chap. VII. tho' fhe juftly valued herfelf on fixing the ftandard of the Engliih coin, much 
160 1

' debafed by her predeceffors, and had innovated very little in that delicate article, 
was feduced by the fpecious arguments employed by the lord treafu·er on this 
occafion ; and fhe coined a great quantity of bafe_ money, which fhe n1ade ufe of 
in the pay of her forces in Ireland *. 

1\fount]oy's MouNT JOY, the deputy, was a man of great ability; and forefeeing the dan
[~~~efs in Ire- ger of mutiny among the troops, he led them inftantly into the fidd, and re-

. folved, by means of ftrict difcipline, and by keeping them employed againft the 
enemy, to obviate thofe inconveniencies, which were juftly apprehmded. He 
made military roads) and built a fortrefs at rv1oghery ; he drove the l\lac-Genifes 
out of Lee ale; he harra!fed Tyro ne in Ulfter with inroads and leffer expeditions; 
and by deftroying, every where, and during all feafons, the provifons of the 
Irifh, he reduced them to perii'h wi th famine in the woods and mora1fe;, to which 
they were obliged to retreat. At the fame time, Sir I-Jenry Docwray, who com
tnanded another body of troops, took the cafile of Derry, and put garrifons into 
Newton and A inogh; and having feized the monaftery of Donnegal netr Bali!han ~ 
non, he threw troops into it, and defended it againft the affaults of O'Do~nel and 
the Irifh. Nor was Sir George Carew idle in the provi.nce of Munfier. f-Ie 
feized the titular earl of Defi11ond, and fent him over, with Florence Macarty-, 
another chieftain, prifoner to England. f-Ie arrefted many fufpected fCrfons, and 
took hoftages from others. And having got a reinforcement of two thoufand 

23c1 .Jeptem
b cr. 

~11en from England, he threw himfelf into Corke, which he fupplied with arms 
and provifions; and he put every thing in a condition for refifiing :he Spaniili 
invaGon, which was daily expected. The deputy, informed of the danger, to 
which the fouthern provinces were expofed, left the profecution of the ~var agaihft 
Tyrone, who was reduced to great extremity; and he ma~ched with hi~ army into 
Munfter. 

AT laft, the Spaniards, under Don John d' Aquila, arrived at Kiogfae ; and Si· 
Richard Piercy, who commanded in the town with a fmall garri(on of an hundred 
cand fifty men, found himfelf o~liged to abandon it on tHeir appearance. Thdfe in-

aders amounted to four thoufand men, and the Iri!h expre.Ged a great d~Gre to join 
-them, in order to free themfelves from the Engli!h government, with which they 
were extremely d:fcontented. One chief ground of their complaint vas the in
troduCtion of trials by jury t .; an inftitution, abhor eel by this barbanus nation, 
tho' nothing contributes more to the fupport of that equity and liberty, for 
·which the Englifh bws are fo jufi:ly celebrated. The Ir'l11 alfu bore 1 great fa-

vou 
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our to the Spaniards, having entertained the opinion, that they themfclves were Ch:1p. ' II. 
r f h t601 . de1cended rom t at nation; and their attachment to the catholic religion proved a 

new caufe of affection to the invaders. D,Aquila aifumed the title of general 
in the holy war for the prefervation of the faith in Ireland ; and he endeavoured 
to perfuade the people, that ~een E1izabeth was, by feveral bulls of the pope, 

' deprived of het· crown ; that her fubjeEts were abfolved from their oaths of alle
giance ; and that the Spaniards were come to deliver the Irifh from the power of 
the devil*. Mountjoy found it neceifary to aft with vigour, in order to prevent a 
total infurrection of the Irilh ; and having gathered together his forces, he formed J?efe~t dof th 

Spamar s an the liege of Kinfale by land; while Sir Richard Levifon, with a fmall fquadron, Iri!h. 
blockaded it by fea. He had no fooner begun his operations than he heard of · 
the arrival of another body of two thoufand Spaniards, under the command of 
Alphonfo Ocampo, who had taken polfeffion of Baltimore and Bere-haven; and 
he found himfelf obliged to detach Sir George Carew to oppofe their progrefs . 
'"ryrone, meanwhile, with Randal, Mac SurJey, Tire! baron of Killey, and other 
chieftains of the 1rifh, had joined Ocampo with all their forces, and were marching 
to the relief of Kinfale. The deputy, informed of their defign by intercepted 
letters, n1ade preparations to receive them ; and being joined by Levifon with 
fix hundred marines} he pofred his troops on an advantageous ground, which lay 
on their pa!fage, leaving fome cavalry to prevent a fally from D' Aquila and the 
Spanifh garrifon. vVhen Tyrone, with a body of lrii11 and Spaniards, approached, 
he was furprized to find the Engliih fo well pofted, and ranged in fuch good 
order; and he immediately founded a retreat: But the deputy gave orders to pur-
fue him ; and having thrown thefe advanced troops into diforder, he foiJowed 
them to the main body, whom he alfo attacked, and put to flight, with the 
Daughter of twelve hundred men t. Ocampo was taken prifoner; 1~yrone fled 
into Ulfter; Odonel made his efcape into Spain; and D'Aquila, finding himfel f 
reduced to the greatefl: difficulties, was obliged to capitulate upon fuch terms as 
the deputy prefcribed to him: He furrendered Kinfa1e and Baltimore, and agreed 
to evacuate the Kingdom. This great blow, j ~ined to other fuccefies, gained by 
vVilmot, governor of Kerry, and by Roger and Gavin 1-Iarvey, threw the rebels 
into difmay, and gave a profpet1: of the final reduction of that kingdom. 

THE Irifl1 war, tho' fuccefsfuJ, was extremely burthcnfome on the ueet ' 
revenue; and befides the fupplies granted by Parliament, which w re indeed 
very fmalJ, but which they ever regarded as mighty conccffions, fhe had been 
bJiged, notwithft.anding her great frugality, to em ploy other expedients, 

~-- 4 X fuch 
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Chap. VII. fuch as felling the royal demefnes and crown jewels*, and exaCting loans from the 
1601 

• people t, in order to fupport this caufe, fo eifential to the honour and interefis 
of England. The neceffity of her affairs obliged her again to fummon a Parlia.· 

z\:-;;1 0
1
.Aober n1ent; and it here appeared, that, tho' old age was advancing fail upon her, tho? 

i .1. a1 1~mcnt. . 
ihe had loft much of her populanty by the unfortunate execur:on -of Effex, in~ 

1omuch that, when fhe appeared in public, fhe was not attended with the ufual 

acclamations t, yet the powers of her prerogative; fupported by her · vigour, fiil! .. 
remained as high and uncontroulable as ever. 

THE active reign of Elizabeth had enabled many perfons to diftingui!h them.:. 

felves in civil and military employments ; and the ~1een, who was not able, 
from her revenue, to give them any rewards proportioned to their fervice, had 

made ufe of an exped-ient, which had been employed by her predeceffors, but 

which had never been carried to fuch an extreme as under her adminifiration: 
.She granted her fervants and courtiers patents for monopolies ; and thefe patents 

they iold to others, who were thereby enabled to raife comnrodities to·what price 

they pleaftd, ancl who put invincible reftraints upon all commerce, induftry, and 
emulation. It is afionifhing to confider the number and importance of thole 

commodities, which were thus alf.rgned over· to patentees. Currants, fair, iron, 

powder, cards, calf-£kins, fells, pouldavies, ox~fhin-bones, train oil, lifts of 

cloth, pot-afhes, annifeeds, vinegar, fea.-coal-s, fteel, aquavita:-, . brufhes, pots; 

bottles, falt-petre, lead, accidences, oil; calamint· ftone, oil of blubber, glaffes, 

paper, fiarch, tin, fulphur, new drapery, dried pilchers; tranfportation of iron . 

ordnance, of beer, of horn, of leather, importation of Spanilh wools, of iriili . 

yarn : Thefe are but a part of the cotnmodities, which had been configncd over 

to monopolifts 11· When this lift was read over in the houfe, a member cried 

out, Is not bread in the num'ber? Bread, faid every one with afl:onifhment ·: Yes, I 
llffure you, replied he, if affa:·rs go on at ·this rate, we Jhall have bread reduced to a 
monopoly before next PartimJJ.ent §·. Tbe[e monopolifts were fo exorbitant in their 

demands, that in fome places they raifed the price of fait; from fixteen pence a 
bufhel, to fourteen or fifteen fhillings +· Su{:h high profits naturally begot in• 

truders upon their commerce; and in order to fecure themfelves againft encroach

n1ents, the patentees were armed with high and arbitrary , powers from the 
council, by which they were enabled to opprefs the people at pleafure, and to 

exact money from fuch as they thought proper to accufe of interfering with their 

patent~. The patentees .of falt-petre, having the power of entering into every . 
hou!e; 

• · P,'.Ewes, p. 629. t Ibid. 
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l1oufe, and of committing what havock they pleafed in ftables, cellars, or where
ever they fufpeB:eJ falt-petre might be gathered ; commonly extorted money 
from thofe who defired to free thetnfelves of this damage or trouble*. And 
while all domeftic intercourfe was thus refhained, left any fcope fhould remain 
for induftry, almoft every fpecies of foreign commerce was confined to exclufiv~ 
-companies, who bought and fold at any price, that they themfelves 'thought pro
per to offer or exact. 

THESE grievances, the rnoft intolerable for the prefent, and the moft perni
cious in their confequences, that ever were known in any age or under 21ny go· 
vernment, had been mentioned in the Jaft Parliament, and a petition had even 
been prefented to the ~Jeen, complaining ot the patents ; but fl1e ftill perfifted 
in defending her monopoli!ts againft her people. A bill was now introduced in to 
the lower houfe, aboliiliing all thefe monopolies ; and as the former application had 
been unfuccefsful, a law was infi!ted on as the only c rtain expedient for correct
ing thefe abufes : The courtiers, on the other hand, tnaintained, that this mat
ter regarded the prerogative, and that they could never hope for fuccen~, i 
they c1id not make application, in the rnoft humble and refpectful manner, to 
the ~1een's goodnefs and beneficence. The topics, which were advanced in the 
houfc, and which came equally from the courtiers and the country gentlemen, 
and were admitted by both, will appear the moft extraordinary to fuch as are 
prepoffdred with an idea of the antient privileges of the people, and of the libertJ 
enjoyed under the adminiftration of Elizabeth. It was afierted, that the Qyeen 
poffeffed both an enlarging and a reftraining power; by her prerogative fhe might 
fet at liberty what was refrrained by ffatute or otherwife, and by her prerogative 
:fhe might re!hain what was otherwife at liberty t: ,.That the royal prerogative 
was not to be canvaifed nor difputed nor examined :f: ; and did not even ad m it of 
any limitation 11 : That abfolute princes, fuch as the fovereigns of England, were 
a fpecies of divinity§: That it was in vain to attempt tying the ~een,s hands 
by laws or ftatutes; fince, by means of her difpenfing power, fhe could Joofen 
herfelf at her pleafure + : That even i a claufe fhould be annexed to a fiatute, 
excluding her difpenfing power ; fhe could firft difpenfe with that claufe, and 
then with the ftatute ~. After all this difcourfe, more worthy of a Turkiili divan 
than of an Engli!h houfe of commons, according to our prefent .idea of this 
affembly, the QEeen, who perceived how odious tnonopolies had become, and 
what heats were likely .to rife, Jent for the fpeaker, and de.Gred him to inform 
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Chap. VII. the houfe, that fhe would immediately cancel the moft grievous and oppreffive-
1601" of thefe patents~. 

The 

* It may not be amifs to fubjoin fomc pa:ffages of thefe fpeechcs; which may fenr.e very much to 
give us a jufi: idea of the antient confi:itution, and of the political principles, which prevailed during 
the reign of Elizabeth. Mr. Laurence Hyde propofed a bill, entitled an act for the explanation of the 
common law in certain cafes of letters patent. Mr. Spicer f.<id, This bill may touch the prerogative
royal, which, as I learned the la!l: Parliament, is fo tranfcendant, that the ---of the fubjcct: may 
not afpire thereunto. Far be it therefore from me, that the ftate and prerogative-royal of the prince 
fuould be tied by me or by the act of any other fubjeB:. Mr. Francis Bacon faid, As to the preroga· 
tive-royal of the prince, for my own part, I ever allowed of it; and it is fuch as I hope will never be 
difcuifed.. The ~cen, as fhe is our fovereign, hath both an enlarging and reftraining power. For 
by her prerogative fhe may fet at liberty things reftrained by ftatute law or otherwife, and fecondly by 
her prerogative fhe may reftrain things which be at liberty. For the firft,. ihe may grant a non o/;jlante 
contrary to the penallaws.--With regard to monopolies and fuch like cafes, the cafe bath ever been 
to humble ourfdves unto her majefty, and by petition defire to have our grievances remedied, efpe
cially when the remedy toucheth her fo nigh in point of prerogative.--! fay, and I fay it again, that _, 
\\'e ought not' to deal, to judge or meddle with her majdl:y's prerogative. I wifh therefore every man 
!o be careful of this bufinefs. Dr. Bennet faid, He that goeth about to debate l1er majeily's prerogative . 
had need to walk warily. Mr. Laurcnce Hyde faid, For the bill itfelf, I made it, and I think I un
derftand it: And far be it from this heart of mine to think, this tongue to fpeak, or this hand to write 
any thing either in prejudice or derogation of her majdl:y's prerogative-royal and the ilate.-Mr. 
Speaker, quoth ferjeant Harris, for ought I fee, the houfe moveth to have this bill in the nature of a 
petition. It muft then begin with more humiliation. And truly, Sir, the billis good of itfelf, but 
the penning of it is f< mewhat out of courfe. Mr. Montague f.1.id, The matter is good and honeft, . 
and I like thi:; manner of proceeding by bill well enough in this matter. The grievances are great, 
and I would note only unto you thus much, that the laft Pdrliament we proceeded by way of petition, 
which had no fuccefsful effect. Mr. Francis More faid, I know the Queen's prerogative jg a thing 
curious to be dealt withal ; yet all grievances are not comparable. I cannot utter with my tongue or 
-conceive with my heart the great grievances that the town_ and country, for which I ferve, fuH'ereth by 
iome ofthcfe monopolies. It bringeth.the general profit into a private hand, and the end of all this is 
be~gary and bondage to the fubjects. \Ve have a law for the true and faithful currying ofleather: Thete · 
is a patent fets all at liberty, notwithH:anding that ilatute. And to what purpofe is it to do any thing 
by act of Parliament, when the ~een will undo the fc-une by her prerogative ? Out of the fpirit of hu
miliation, Mr. Speaker, I do fpeak it, there is no act of her's that hath been or is more derogatory to 
her own maje!l:y, more odious to the fubje&., more dangerous to the commonwealth than the grant
ing of thefe monopolies. Mr. Martin faid, I do [peak for a town that grieves and pines, for a country 
that groaneth and languifheth under the bur then of monfi:rou.s and unconfcionable f~bilitutes to the mo
l1opolitans of ftarch, tin, fifh, cloth, oil, vinegar, fait and I know not what;, nay, what not? The 
prmcipaleft commodities both of my town and country are engraft into the hands of thefe blood
fuckers of the commonwealth. If a body, 1\1r. Sp~aker, being let blood, be left frill languifhing 
:vithout any remedy, how can the good eftate of that body ilill remain ? Such is the ftate of my town 
and country; the traffic is taken away, the inward and private commodities are taken away, and dare 
not be ufed without the licence of thefe monopolitans. lf thefe blood-fuckers be ftjll let alone to fuck 

p the bell and principalleft commodities, which the earth there hath given ns, what will become of 

u,, 
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THE houfe was ftruck with aftonilhment, and admiration, and aratitude at Chap. YII. 

rhis extraordinary inftance of the Q.8een's goodnefs and condefcenfion~ A mem- 1601 • 

ber 

us, from whom the fi"uits of our- own foil and the commodities of our own Iabou.-, which with the 
fiveat of our brows, even up to the knees in mire and dirt, we have laboured for, ihall be t:1ken by 
warrant of fupreme authority, which the poor fubjeB: dare not gainfay? Mr. George Iv.oore faid, . 
We know the power of 1 er majefty cannot be refrrained by any act; why therefore fhould we thus . 
talk? Admit we ihould make this fratute with a nm o6flante; yet the ~een may grant a patent with a 
non ohJl..ante, to crofs this non ohflante. I think therefore it agreeth more with the gravity and ifdom 
of this houfe to proceed with all humblenefs by petition than bill. Mr. Downland faid, As I would 
be no let or over-vehement .in any thing, fo I am not fottilh Of fcnfelefs of the common grievance of 
the commonwealth. If we proceed by way of petition, we cah have no more gracious anfwer, than 
we had the laft Parliament to our petition. But fince that Parliament, we have no reformation. Sir 
Robert Wroth faid, J fpeak, and I fpeak it boldly, thefe patentees arc worfe than ever they were. 
Mr. Hayward Townfend propofeci, that they fhould make fuit to her majd1y, not only to repeal all 
monopolies grievous to the fubjccr, but alfo that it would pleafe her majefry to gi1•e the Parliament 
leave to make an aet, that they might be of no more force, validity, or effecr, than they are at the 
common law, without the ftrength of her prcrogati1·e. \Vhich tho' wc might now do, and the a::t being 
fo reafonable, we might aflure omfelve~ her majei1-y would not ~day the paffing thereof, yet we, her 
loving fubjeets, &c. would not offer without her privity and confcnt (the caute fo nearly touching he 
prerogative) or go about to do any fuch act. 

On a fubfcquent day, the bill againfl: monopolies was again introduced, and Mr. Spiccr [tid, It ·s 
tO DO purpofe to offer tO tie her majefty's hands by aa of parliament, when fhe may Joofen herfel f at 
her. plea.fure. Mr. Davies faid, God hath given that power to abfolutc princes, which he at tributes to 
himfelf. Dixi quod Dii ejlis. (N. B. This axiom he applies to the Kings of England.) Ar. fecre
tary Cecil faid, I am fe1 v:mt to the ~een, and before I would fi e. k and give confent t:> a cafe thar 
fhould debafe her prerogative, or abridge it, I would wifh that my tongue were cut out of my head. 
I am fure there were la'.Y-makers before there were laws : (Meaning, 1 fuppofe, that the forereign w~:; 
above the laws.) 0ne gentleman \vent about to polfefs us, with the execution of the law in an ancient 
record of 5 or 7 of Edward the third. Likely enough to be true in that time, when the King wa~ 
afraid of the fubject . If you ftand upon law, and di ljmte of the prcrogati \' e, heark ye what BraB.on 
£1.ys, Prt:Erogafi.vam nojlram r.emo audeat difJ.utare. And for my own part, I like not thcfc courfcs 
fuould be taken. And you, Mr. Speaker, fho Id pcrfo1 m the charge her majefl:y gave unto you, in. 
the beginning of this Parlian:ent, not to receive bills of this nature: For her majciiy's ears be open 
to all grievances, and her hands ftretched out to every man's petitions.-- --When the prince di f
penfes with a penal law, that is left to the alteration of fo\·ercignty, that is good and irrevocable. 
Mr. Montague faid, I am loth to fpeak what I know, left, perhaps, I fhould difpleafe. The prero
gative royal is that which .is now in qud1ion, and which the lnws of the land have ever allowed . and 
maintained. Let us therefore apply by petition to her majefly. 

After the fpeaker told the houfe, that the OEeen had annulled many of the patents, 1\Ir. Franci_, 
Moore faid, 1 mufr confefs, Mr. fpeaker, I moved the houfe both the lafr Parliament and this, touch_ 
jng this point; but I never meant (and l hope· the houfe thinketh fo) to fet limits and bounds to the 
prerogative royal. He proceeds to move, that thanks ihould be given to her :naje!1y ; and alfv, that 
whereas divers fpeeches have been moved extrav::tgantly in the houfe, which doubtlefs have been t~l~ 
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~ Chap. VII. ber faid, with tears in his eyes, that if a fentence of everlafting happinefs 'had 
'
1601

' been pronounced in his favour, he could not have felt more joy than that with 
which he was at prefent . overwhelmed*. Another obferved, that this meffjge 
from the facred perfon of the ~een, was a kind of gofpe) or glad-tidings, and 
ought to be received as fuch, and be written in the tablets of their hearts t. And 

· it was farther remarked, that in the fame manner as the Deity would not give his 
glory to anether, fo the ~een herfelf was the only agent in their prefent prof
,perity and happinefs t· The houfe voted, that the fpeaker, with a certain num
ber of membets, !hould aik permiffion to wait on her majefry, and return her 
thanks for her gracious conceffions to her people. 

WHEN 

her majefty, and perhaps ill conceived of by her, Mr. Speaker would apologize, and humbly crat·e 
pardon for the fame. N. B. Thefe extraCts were taken by Townfend, a member of the houfe, \-vho 
was no courtier; and the extravagance of the fpeeches feems rather to be on the other fi.d~ : It will 

.certainly appear odd to us, that this liberty fhould be thought extravagant However, the Q~een, 
notwithfianding her cajoling the houfe, was fo ill fatisfied with thefe proceedings, that fhe fr oke of 
them peevifhly in her concluding fpeech, and told them, that fhe perceived, that private refpects \\ ith 

•them were privately mafqued under public prefence. D' Ewes, p. 619. 

There were fome other topics, in favour of prerogative, ftill J1}0re extravagant, ad\'anced .in the 
houfe this Parliament When the qudl:ion of the fub:fidy was before tl~em, fi1r. ferjeant Heyle f<1id, 
·lv1r. Speaker, I marvel much, that the houfe ihould ftand upon granting of a fublidy or the time of 
payment, when all we have is her majefty's, and fhe may lawfully at her pleafure take it from us: Yea, 
fhe hath as much right to all our lands and goods as to any revenue of her crown. At which all the houfe 
hemmed, and laughed, and talked. Well, ql1oth ferjeant Hey le, all your hemming fhall not put me 
out of countenance. So, Mr. Speaker ftood up and f.1id, It is a great di.forder, that this fhould be ufed. 
---So the faid ferjeant proceeded, and when he had fpoken a little while, the houfe hemMed 
again; and fo he fat down. In his latter fp~ech, he faid, he could prove his former pofition by .pre# 
cedents in the time of Henry the third, King John, King Stephen, &c. which was the occafi.on of 
their hemming. D'Ewes, p. 633. It is obfervabie, that Heyle was an eminent lawyer, a man of 

,charaelcr. Winwood, vol. I. p. 290. And tho' the houfe in general fhewed their difa.rprolntion, 
no one cared to take him do·.vn, or oppofe thefe extravagant po!itions. It was alfo affqted this feffion, 
that in the fame manner as the Roman conful was poffeffed of the power of rejecting or admitting mo
tions in the ferrate, the Speaker might either admit or reject bills in the houfe. D' Ewes, p. 6

77 
.• 

The houfe declared themfclves againft this opinion; but the very propof~l of it is a proof at what ~ 
low ebb liberty was at that time in England. 

In the ye~r 1591, the judges made afolemn ~ecree, thatEngland wasanabfolute empire, ofwhich 
the King was the head. ln confequence of this opinion., they determined, that even if the act of the 
firil: ~f Elizabeth had never been made, the King was fupreme head of the church ; and might have 
~reeled, by his prerogative, fuch a court as the ecclefia~ical commi11ion: For that he was the l1e'!d of 
.nll his fubjeCls. Now that court was plainly arbitrary: The inference is, that his power was. equally 
abfolute ~~er the laity. See Coke's Reports, p. 5. Caudrey's cafe. 

• .D'.Ew~s, p. 65:4-· t Ibid. p. 656. J Ibid. p. 67. 

tl 
\ 
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WHEN the fpe .. tker, with the other members, was introduced to the OEeen, 
they all flung themfelves on their knees; and remained in that pofture a conf1der· 
able time, till fhe thought proper to exprefs her defire, that they fuould rife: 
The fpeaker difpbyed the gratitude of the commons, that her facred ears were 
ever open to hear them, and her blelTed hands ever ftretched out to relieve them. 
They acknowleged, he faid, in all duty and thankfulnefs acknowleged, that, be
fure they called, her preventing grace, and atl-dejt:rving goodneft watched ovc.r them 
for their good ; more ready to give than they could defire, much lefs deferve: 
He remarked, that the attribute which was moft proper to Gcd; to perform all 
he promifeth, appertained alfo to her ; and that fhe was all truth, all conftancy, 
and all goodnefs. And· he concluded with thtfe ex_preffions, " Neither do we
" prefent our thanks in words or any outward fign, which can be no fufficient 
" retribution for fo great goodne~; but in all duty· and thankfulnefs, proftrate 
" at your feet, we prefent our moft loyal and th~nkful hearts, even the 1aft drcp 
" of blood in our hearts, and the laft fpirit of breath in our noftrils, to be : 
" pouted out, to be breathed tlp, for your fafety 11." · The ~1een heard very pa
tiently this fpeech, where fhe was flattered in phrafes appropriated to the Su· 
preme Being; and fhe returned an anfwer, full of fuch expreflions of tendernefs 
towards her people, as ought to have appeared fulfome after the late inftances of 
rigour which !he had employed, and from which nothing but neceffity had 
made her depart; Thus was this critical affair happily terminated ; and Eliza~ 
beth, by prudently receding, in time, from her rights, maintained her dignitn . 
and preferved the affeCtions of her people. 

THE commons granted her a fupply very unprecedented, of four fubfidies and 
eight fifteenths; acd they were even [o dutiful as to vote this fupply before they 
received any fatisfaetion in the bufinefs of monopolies, which they jufl:ly confidered 
as of the utmoft confequence to the interefr and happinefs of the nation. Had 
they attempted to extort that conceffion by keeping the fupply in fufpence ; fa 
haughty was the 9-Yeen's difpofition, this appearance of conftraint and jealoufy 
had been fufficient to have produced a denial of all their requefts, and to have · 
forced her into fome acts of authority ftiH -mo~e violent and arbitrary. 

THE remaining events of this reign are neither very -numerous nor important. 
The ~een, finding that the Spaniards had involved her in. fo much . trouble, by 
fomenting and affifting the Iri!h rebellion, . refolved to give them employment at 
home; and fhe fitted out a fquadron of nine lhip3 under Sir Richard Levifon, 
admiral, and Sir Wllliam Monfon, vice-admiral, whom fhe fent on· an expedi-

tion 1 

D' Ewes, p. 658, 659, 

Chap. V!lJ 
·16o:: 

t6oz .... 
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h.1p. Vli. tion to the coaft of Spain. "fhe admiral, with part of the fquadron, n1et the 
1 0 02

• galleons loaded with tteafure; but was not firong enough to attack them: The vice
admiral alfo fell in with fome very rich fl1ips; but they efcaped for a like reafon-: 
And thefe two brave officers, that their expedition might not be entirely fruitlefs, 
rtfol \·cd to attack the harbour of Cerimbra in Portugal, where, they received 
intelligence, a very rich Can·ack had taken fhe1ter. The harbour was guarded 
by a caflle : There were eleven gallies !1:ationed in it: And the militia of the country, 
to the number, as was belie~ed, of twenty thoufand men, appeared in arms on 
the fhot e: Yet not IN ith Handing thefe obll:acles, and others derived from the 
winds and tides, the Engli!11 fquadron broke into the harbour, difmounted the 

_guns of the cafl:le, funk or burnt, or put to flight, the gallies, and obliged the 
c .. rrack to furrender t. They brought her home to England, and Ihe was va
lued at a million of ducat~ IJ. A fenfible lofs to the Spaniards; and a fupply ftill 
rnore confiderable to Elizabeth~-· 

TnE affairs of Ireland, after the defeat of 1'yrrnr- c. nd the expullion of the 
Spaniards, haflened to a fettlement. Lord Moun~'jo ( · ide2 his army into fmall 
parties, and harraffed the rebels on every fide: He bu :durlemount, and 
many other fmall foi~ ts, which were impregnable to th 1.. :.fh, and guarded all 
the important paffes of the country: The acriv1ty of .:>ir ~ Jenry Docwray and 
Sir Arthur Chichefier~ permitted no repofe or fecurity to the rebels: And many 
of the chieftains, after fkulking l1ke wild beafts, in woods and moraifes, fubmit-

160 • ·ted t·) merry, and received fuch conditions as the deputy was pleafed to impofe 
T ! r. b upon them. Tyrone himfelf made application by Arthur Mac-Baron, his bro-yronc s 1U - • 

million. ther, to be received upon terms ; but MountJOY would not admit him, except 

Queen's fick
nefs, 

he made an abfolute furrender of his life and fortune to the Queen's mercy. He 
app. ared before the deputy at Millefont, in a habit and pofture fuitable to his 
prefent fortune; and after acknowl<"ging his offence in the moft humble terms, 
·he was committed to cuil:ody by Mountjoy, who intended to bring him over cap· 
tive into England, to be difpofed of at the OEeen's pleafure. 

BuT Elizabeth was now incapable of receiving any fatisfaction from this for-
tunate event: She had fallen into a profound melancholy; which all the advan· 
t.ages of her high fortune, all the glories of her profperous reign, were unable, in 
Ltny degree, to alleviate or affuage. Some afcribed this depreffion of mind to her 
repentance of granting a pardon to Tyr-one, whom fhe had always refolved to 

bring 
t rvron ron, p. I 8 I. n Carnaen, p. 64 7 • 

.J.- This year the Spaniards begun the :liege of Oftend, .which was bravely defended for Jive months 
by Sir Francis V ere. The States then relieved him, by fending a new governor; and on the whole the 

.fcgc lailed three years, and ·is computed to have coft the lives of an hundred thowf.·md rne.n. 
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bring to condign punifhment for his treafons, but who had n1ade fuch intereft Cl1p. vrr. 
with the minifl:ers, as to extort a remiffion from her. Others, ' ith more iih:·li- 1603· 

hoed, accounted [; r her dejection, by a difcovery which fhe had made, of the 
correfpondence maintained in her court with her fucceifor the King of Sco;s, and 
by the negleCt, to \vhich, on account of her old age and infirmities, f11e imagin-
ed herfelf to be expofed. But there is another caufe affigned for her melancholy, 
which has long been rejeCted by biftorians as romantic, but which late difCoveries 
feem to have confirmed* : Some incidc:nts happened which revived her rcnder-
nefs for Effex, and filled her with the deepeil: farrow for the confent which ihe 
had unwarily givLn to his execution. 

THE earl of Effi·x, afrer his retm n from the fortunate expedition againft Cadiz, 
obferving the increale of the Queen's fon i attachment towards him, took occa
fion to reE,ret, that th;:: neceillty of her fervice required him often to be abfent 
from her perfon, and expofed him to all thofe ill offices which his enemies, more 
affiduous in their attendance, could praCl:ife againfl: him. She was moved with 
this tender jealoufy ; and making him the prefent of a ring, defired hin1 to keep 
that pledge of her affection, and aifured him, that in whatever difgrace he !houJd 
fall, whatever prejudices fhe might be induced to entertain againtl him, yet, if 
he fent her that ring, !he would immediately, upon the fight of it, recollect her 
former tendernefs, would afford him again a h aring, and would lend a favour
able ear to his apology. Effex, notwithftanding all his misfortunes, referved 
this precious gift to the laft extremity ; but after his trial and condemnation, he 
refolved to try the experiment, and he committed the ring to the countefs of 

rottingham, whom he defired to deliver it to the ~1een. The countefs was pre
vailed on by her hufband, who was Effex's capital enemy, not to execute the 
commiffion; and Elizabeth, who frill expected that her favourite would make 
this laft appeal to her tendernefs, and who afcribed the negleCt of it to his invin
cible obftinacy, ~vas, after much delay, and many internal combats, pufhed by 
refentment and policy to fign the warrant for his execution. The countefs of 
Nottingham, falling into fickncfs, and finding herfelf approach towards her end, 
was feized with remorfe for her conduct; and having obtained a viGt from the 
~een, !he craved her pardon, and r.:-vea ed to her the fatal fecret. The ~1een, 
aftonif11ed with this incident, burft i:-. to a furious p diion: S.1~ fbook the dying 
countefs in her bed; and crying to her Cfhat God might pardon her, but fhe never 
could, !he broke from her, and thenreforth refigned herldf over to the deepeft 

A.. Y and 

:r~ cc tLe proofs of thi.> r mm+ 1 1..., fi a collected in Bilch' .~. ~egoci, tions, p. 206. ~~nd l\Temo'r:; 
ol. IJ. p. 4-8 I, 505, 50!J, &c. • 
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and m oft incurable melancholy. She r\j:B:ed all· conrolation: She even refuff'd. 

food and fufienance : And throwmg herfelf on the floor, ihe l·ept herfc·lf fllent 

and immoveable, feeding her thoughts on her afHiB:ions, and declaring li e and 

exifrence an infufferable burthen to her. Few words fhe uttered ; and they were 
all expreffive of fame inward grief which fhe c·ared not to reveal: But fighs and 

groans were the chief vent which !he g.1ve to her defpondency, and which, tho!t 

they difcovered her farrows, were never able to eafe or abate them. Ten days 

and nights fhe lay upon the carpet, leaning on cufhions which her maids brought 

her ; and her phyficians could not perfuade her to allovv herfelf to be put to bed, 
much lefs to make trial of any remedies which they prefcribed to her*. Her anxi

ous mind at laft had fo long preyed on her frail body, that her end was vifibly 

approaching; and the council, being affembled, fent the lord keeper, the lord 

admiral, and the fecretary, to know her mind with regard to her fuccefior. She 

anfwered with a faint voice, that as ilie had held a regal fcepter, fhe defired no 

other than a royal fucceffor. Cecil requefting her to explain herfelf more parti .. 

cularly, {he fL1bjoined, that fhe would have a King to fucceed her; and who 

fhould that be but her nearefi: kinfman, the King of Scots. Being then advifed 

by the archbifhop of Canterbury, to fix her thoughts upon God, fhe replied:> 

that fhe did fo, nor did her mind in the leaft. wander from him. I-:Ier voice foon 

after left her, her fenfes failed, fhe fell into a lethargic fiumber, which continued 
fome hours, and !he expired gently, without farther ftruggle or convulfion, in 

the feventieth year of her age, and forty-fifth of her reign. 

SucH a dark cloud overcaft the evening of that day, which had fhone out with a 

migl ty luilre in the eyes of all Europe. There are few great p~rfonages in hifiory 

who have been more expofed to the calumny of enemies, and the adulation of friends, 

than ~een Elizabeth; and yet there fcarce is any, whofe reputation has been 
more certainly detern1ined , by the unanimous confent of pofcerity. The unufuai 
length of her adminiftration, and the fl:rong features of her character, were able 

to overcome all prejudices; and obliging her detractors to abate much of their 

i .. veEtivec:, and her admirers fomewhat of their panegyrics, have at laft, in fpite 
of political fadiors, and what is more, of religious animo!ities, produced an 

uniform judgment with regard to her conduct. Her vigour, ht>r conftancy, her 

magnanimicy, her penetration, vigilance, addrefs, are allowed to merit the high

e(l: praifes, and appear not to have been furpaifed by any perfon who ever filled a 
throne: A onduct lefs rigorous, lefs imperious, more fincere, more indulgent 

to her people, would have been requifite to form a perfect charaB:er. By the 

furce of her mind, fhe controuled all her more active and ftronger qualities, and 
5 prevent~d 

* Strypc, vol. IV. No. zi6• 
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prevented them from running into excefs: IItr he1~o'fm wa .. exem t from all te

Inerity, her frug lity from avarice, her friend ip from partiality, I er enterprize 
fron1 turbulency and 'a vain ambition: She guarded not herfelf t:th eaual care 

or equal fuccefs from leffer infirmities ; the rivaHhip of beauty, the defire of 
admiration, the jealoufy of love, and the fallies of apger. 

HER fingular talents for government were founded equa11y on her temper and 
on her capacity. Endowed with a great command over herfelf, !he foon obtain· 

eel an uncontrouled afcendant over her peop~e ; and while l.he merit d all the· r 

efteem by her real virtues, fue alfo engaged their affection by her pretended ones. 

Few fovereigns of England fucceeded to the throne in more difficult circum

ftances; and none ever conduB:ed the government with fuch t~niform fuccefs and 
felicity. Tho' unacquainted with the },ratlice of toleration, t e true fecret for 

1nanaging religious faCl:ions, fue preferved her people, by her fuperior prudence, 
from thofe confufions in which theological controverfy had involv d all the neigh

bouring nations: And tho' her enemies were the mofl: powerful princes of Eu
rope, the moft aCtive, the moft enterprizing, the lcaft fcrupuluus, !he was able 

by her vigour to mai~e deep impreffions on their ftate : Her own greatnefs mean

while remained untouched and unimpaired. 

THE wife miniflers, and brave warriors, who flourifhed during her reign, fhare 
the praife of her fuccefs; but inilead of leifening the applaufe due to her, they 

make great addition to it. They owed, all of them, their advancement to her 
c 1oice; they were fupported by her conftancy; and with all their ability, they 

were never able to acquire any undue afcendant over her. In her family, in her 
~ourt, in her kingdom, !he remained equally miftrefs: The force of the tender 

pa Iion was great over her, but the force of her mind was frill fLlperior; and the 

combat which her viB:ory vifibly coft her, ferves only to difplay the firmnefs of 
her refolution, and the loftinefs of her ambitious fentiments. 

THE fame o is rincefs, tho' it has furmounted the prejudices both of fac-

tion and of bigotry 1 yet lies fti ex ofed to another prejudice, which is more 

durable becaufe more natural, and which, according to the different views in 

whi~h we furvey her, is capable either of exalting beyond meafure, or dim!nifh

ina the luftre of her charaCter. This prejudice is founded on the confideration of 
b 

her fex. When we contemplate her as a woman, we are apt to be ftruck with the 

hiaheft admiration of her great qualities and extenfive capacity; but we are alfo 
0 

apt to require fome more foftnefs of difpofition, fome greater lenity of t~mper, 
fome of thofe amiable weakneffes by which her fex is difting1,1ilhed. But the true 

method of eftimating her merit, is to lay afide all thefe confiderations, and to 
4 Y 2 confider 

Ch .. 'I. 
16 3• 
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Chap. V li. confider her 1nerely as a rational being, place J in authority, and entrufied wi h 
'
60

3· the government of mankind. We 111ay find it difficult to recc,ncile our fancy 
to her as a wife or a miftrefs; but her qualitie~ as a fovcrcign, tho' with f()me 
confiderable exceptions, a· c the objec1 of unditputed ~ppbufe ~ nd approba
tion. 

Government, 
manners, 
comt ercc, 
arts, and 
lcarni11g. 

* * * 

THE party amongftus who have diftinguifhe i themfdves by their adherence 
to liberty and a po?ular government, have long indulged their prejudices againft 
the fucceeding race of princvs, by beftowing unbounded panegyrics on the virtue 
and wifdom of Elizab'cth. They have even been fo extremely ignorant of the 
tranfactions of this reign, as to e.aol her for a quality which, of all others) fhe 
was the leaft poffeft: of; a tender regard for the conftitution, and a concern for 
the liberties and privileges of her people. But as it is fcarce poffible for the pre
poffeffions of party to throw a veil much longer over facb fo palpable and unde-

. niable, there is danger left the public fhould run into the oppofite extreme, and 
fhould entertain an averfion to the memory of a princefs who exercifed the royal 
auth(Jrity in a manrer fo much contrary to all the ideas which we at prefent enter
tain of a legal' confritution. But Elizabeth only fupported the prerogatives which 
were tranfmitted to her by her immediate predeceffors : She believed that her fub
jeB:s were entitled to no more liberty than their anceftors enjoyed : She found 
that they entirely a:quiefced in her arbitrary adminifiration: And it was not na
tural for her to fine fault with a form of government, by which fhe herftlf was 
)nvefl:ed with fuch unlimited authority. In the particular exertions of power, 
the queil:ion ought never to be forgot, What is be.ft? But in the general diftri
bution of power among the fevera] members of a conftitution, there can feldom 
be admitted any other queftion, than What is ufua/.2 Few examples occur of 
princes, who have willingly reGgned the.r pr wer: Tone of thofe who h.1ve, 
without fhuggle, allowed it to be extorted from them. If any other rule than 
--.nc'ent }Jr,:B:ice be followed, factions and di!fentions mufr multiply w:thout end : 
And tho' many conflitutions, and none more tl~an the Britifh, have been im
prov e- d evpn by violent innovations, the praifc which we beftow on thofc patriots, 
to w.1om we are indebte l for our privileges, ought to be given with fome referve, 
and furely without the leaft rancour againft thofe who adhered to the anci'nt 
conftitution. 

IN 9rder to underfland the an ient confl:itution of England, there is not a pe_ 
riod which deferve~ more to be fh,died than tlie reign yf Elizabeth. The pre- . 

6 rogati \'es 
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rogatives of this princefs w re fc rce ever difputed, and fbe th~r for employ~J C'.ap. V! f. 

then1 v ithout fer 1p!e : I er impe ·ious temper, a circum! ance in which fhc Cl't 

Lr beyond hpr. fJ ·cefior., rend red her exertions of pO\\ er vio.b t an l fre uen .. , 
3 1d ifco 'ered the full xt nt of her auth r "Y-: 1'he great po1ubrity wl..ich ihe 
enjoyed, proves, that tbe did not infringe ar y eft t)lifhed lib Tti,.,s of the p ·ople: 
1,here remain mouuments numerous oough to ~!certain the moft note i aEts of 
her adminiflr~ tion : And tho' thefe monurr~ents mutt be foucrht 1 emote from the 

D 

ordinary hifrori.ms, they become only thp mo e authenti, on 11at account, and 
ferve as a frronger proof, that the pa ticu' a exertion;, o ~ her povcr 'ere conceiv
ed to be nothing but the on in.uy courfe < f a'1m' ni l 1 at •on, fince tney were not 
thought remarl:ab!e enout:,h to be r cort~ed "ven y contemporary writers. If there 
was any difference in this p::trtiC' !ar, the people, i orr er reig1s, fee m rather to 
have been more fubmiffive and fervile than during the ~gc of i.lnabeth *. It may 
not here be improper to reco nt fome of the ancient l-rerogatives of the crown, 
and Jay open the 1ources of th. t great power which the Engl ifh monarchs for
merly enjoy d. 

ONE of the moll: ancient and moft eftablifhecl infhuments of power wa" tLe 
court of Star-chamber, which pofi\::ifed an unlimited difcretionary authority 
of fining, imprifoning, and infliB:;ng corporal punifhment, and whofe jL,rif
diB:ion extended to all forts of offences, contempts, and di~)rders, tl at lay 
not within reach of the common law. The members of this court coH
fi!led of the privy council and the jt:dges ; men, who all of them enjoyed th'--ir 
offices during pleafure : And when he prince him~ lf was preCent, he was the 
foie judge, and all the others coull only interpofe with their advice. 'There 
needed but th' s one court in any government, to put an end to dl r-·gul r, legal, 
and exaCt plans of liberty. For who durft 1et himfdf in oppofition to the crown 
and minifrry, or afpire to the charaCter of being a patron of freedom, while ex
pofed to fo arbitrary a "urifdidion ? I much queftion, wl_1ether any of tht abf. -
lute monarchies in Europe contai , at r fent, fo '!legal anrl dt:.f1-ot'c a tribunal. 

THE court of High Commiffion was another jurifdiB:ion fllll more terrible, 
both becaufe the crime of herefy, of which it took cognizance, wa n ore unc c
finable than any civil offence, and becaufe its methods of inqu fition and of ad
minifi:ering oaths, were m re contrary to a 1 the moft fimp'e ideas of juflice 

az .. d 

* In a memorial of the !late of the realm, draw1 by fccretary Cecil, in Is' 9: there is this paRage 
" !Then followeth the decay of obedience in civil polic}, which bei[ g comp rel ' i~! the fearflllncfs 
" and reverence of all infPrior eft tcs to their fuper'ots j,1 t' cs pait, will aiio .. ih any wi."c and con~
" derate perfon to bchmd th def! en.tion of reform .. i n. I H aync£, p. sS6. Again, P· 5 88. 

~ ' 
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' h. !1, YH. an t eq 1ity. The fines and imprifonments infpofed y this court were frequent : 
The cc p1 ivations and fufpenfions of the clergy for non-conformity, were alfo very 
numerous, and comprehended at one time the third of all the ecclefiafiics of 
Lngland ~: 1'he G.!:~een, in a 1 tter to the archbifhop of Canterbury, faid cx-
H'tf.'lly, that fl1e was refolved, " That no man ihould be fuffered to decline ei
'~ ther on the left or on the right hand, from the drawn line limited by autho
" rity, and by her laws and i'"'junB:ions t. 

BvT l\1,utbl L;. w went far beyond even thefe two courts in a prompt and arbi
trary and vio~ent method of decif1on. Whenever there was any infurrec ion or 
public diforder, the crown employed nurtiallaw; and it was during that time 
exercifed not only over the foldiers, but over the whole people: Any one might 
be punifhed as a rebel, or an aider and abettor of rebellion, whom the provofr· 
marfha1 or lieutenant of counties, or their deputies, pleafed to fufpcC!:. Lord 
B<lCon fays, that the trial at common law granted the earl of Eifex, and his fel
lmv confpirators, was a favout: For that the cafe would ha\'e born and required 
the feverity of martial law 11· We have feen inftances of its being employed by 
~een Mary in defence of orthodoxy. There remains a letter of ~een Elizabeth's 
to the earl of Su£fex, ,after the fuppreffion of the northern rebellion, in which lhe 
reproves him !harply, becaufe fhe had not heard of his having done any execution 

by martial law+· But the King of England did not always limit the exercife of 
· martial law to the times of war and rebe!ron. In I 552, when there was no rebellion 

or infurrecrion, King Edward granted a comn1iffion of martial law; and empowered 
the commiffioners to execute it, as jhould be thought by their difcretioJJs moft nccef
fary §. ~1een Elizabeth too was not fparing in the ure of martial law. In 1573, · 
one Peter Burchet, a puritan, bdng perfuaded that it was lawful or meritorious . 

to kill fuch as oppofed the truth of the gofpel, ran into the ftreets, and wounde i 
Hawkins, the famous [ea-captain, whom he took for I-Iatton, the ~leen's fa
vourite. The ~een was fo incenfed, that fi1e ordered him to be punifhed in
ftantly by martial law ; but upon the remonftrance of fome prudent counfel1ors, 
who told her, that that law ought to be confined to turbulent times, fi1e recalled 
her order, and delivered over Burchet to the common law*. But !he continued 
not always fo referved in exerting this authority. There remains a proclamation 
of hers, where fhe orders martial law to be ufed againft all fuch as import bulls, 
or even forbidden books and pamphlets from abroad tt ; and prohibits the lieute· 

nants 

+ Nea1, vol. I. p. 479· t Murden, p. 183. 11 Vol. IV. p. 510. + MS. 
of lord Royfton's from the Paper Office. § Strype's Ecclef. Memoirs, vol. II. p. 3 7 3, 
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n 1ts or their deputies to be queftioned for their arbitrary punifhn ent of fuel of- Ch. p. -a .. 
fenders, any law or flatutJ to the contrar;' h any wife not'loithflmzdi ;g. We hjve 
another act of I ers fti ll more cxtracrdit ary. The iheets of London were very 
tnuch infeftc l with idle vagabonds and riotous perfons : The lord mayor had 
endeavoured to reprefs this diiorder: The Star-chanJber had exerted its authority, 
and inflicted pu 1ifl1ment on thefe rioters : But the ~een, finding thofe remedies 
ineffectual, revived nurtiallaw, and gave Sir Thomas Wilford a comm'ffion of 
provofl:-marilia1 : " Granting him authority, and commanding him, upon fig-
,, nification given by the juftices of peace in London or the neighbouring coun-
" ties, of fuch offenders, worthy to be fpeedily executed by martial bw, to at-
" tach and take the fame perfons, and in the prefence of the faid jufiices, ac-
" carding to jufi.ice of martial law, to execute them upon the gallows or gibbet 
H openly, or near to fuch place where the faid rebellious and incorrigible o!fen-
" den; !hall be found to have committed the {aid great offences 11·" I fuppofe it 
\vill be difficult to produce an infl:. nee of fuch an aCt of authority in any place 
nearer than Mufcovy. 

THE Star-chamber, and High Commiflion, and Court Martial, tho' arbitrary 
jurifdictions, yet had frill fome pretence of a trial, at leaft a fentence; but there 
was a grievous punifhment very familiarly inflicted in that age, without any other 
authority than the warrant of a fecretary of frate, or of the privy council t ; and 
that was, imprifonment, in any jail, and during any time, that thefe minifi:er:; 
fhould think proper. In fufpicious times, all the jails were full of prifon rs of 
ftate ; and thefe unhappy victims of public jealoury were· fometimes thro\vn into 
dungeons, and loaded with irons, and treated in the moil: cruel manner, without 

any remedy from law. 
THIs practice was an indirect way of em ploy ing torture: But the rac.k itfelf 

was frequently ufed, upon any fufpicion, wititout other authority th<tn a warrant 
from the fecretary or the privy council. Even the council in the marcht s of 
Wales were empowered, by their very c~mmiilion, to mal·e ufe of torture, 
whenever they thought proper*. There cannot ~be a frronger proof how lightly 
the raclr was employed, than the following fiory, told by lord Bacon. \Ve . 
.fhall give it in his own words. " 'fhe ~1een was mightily incenfecl againft 
" Haywarde, on account of a book he dedicated to lord Efil:x, b ing a ilory of 
" the firft year of~ing Henry the fourth, thinking it a feditious prelude to put into 

" the 

1 Rymer, tom. XVI. p 279· · t In 158 ", the lord m~yor committed fcreral citizens 
to prifon, bccaufe they refufed to pay the !oan den andedof them. Mmden, P· 63z. 
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Chap. VIL " the people's heads boldnefs and facrion : She faid, fhe had an opinion that 
" there was treafon in it, and afk.ed me, if I could not find any places in it, that 
'' might be drawn within the cafe of treafon: Whereto I anfwered, For treafon, 
" fure I found none; but for felony, very many : And when her majefty haftily 
,, afked me, wherein ? I told Her, the author had committed · very apparent 
'~ th ~fc: For he had taken mofl: of the fentences of Cornelius Tacitus, !nd 
" tranOated them into Engliih, and put them into his text. And another time, 
" when the Ol1een could not be perfuadec1, that it \Vlls his writing who~fe name 
" w,1s to it, but that it had -fome more mifchievous author, and faid with great 
'' indignation, tl'at fhe would have him racked, to produce his author; I replied, 
" nay, maa::m, he is a doctor, never rack his perfon, but rack his fl:ile: Let 
" him have pen, ink, and paper, and help of books, and be enjoined to con~ 
,, tinue the fiory where it breaketh off, and I will undertake, by collating the 
'' fry les, to judge whether he \V ere the authrJr or not." Thus, had it not been 
for B;lcon's humanity, or rather his wir, this author, a man of letters, had been 
put to the rack, for a moft innocent performance. I-lis real offence was, his de
dicating a book to that munificent patron of the learned, the earl of Effex, at a 
time when this nobletnan Jay under difgrace with her majeily. 

THE ~1een's menace of trying and punil11ing Haywarde for treafon, could 
eafily have been executed, let his book have been ever fo innocent. TWhile 
fo many terrors hung over the people's heads, no jury dur(l have acquitted a 
man whom the court was refolved to have condemned. The practice alCo of not 
confronting tl e witneffes with the prifoner, gave the crown lawyers all imagin
able ad vant8ges <lgainfl: him. .And, indeed, there occurs not one infl:ance, dur
ing all th._ re reigns, that the fovereign, or the m:ni!ters, were ever difappointed 
in the iffue of a profecution. Timid juries, a·nd judg ·s who held their offices 
d cri1 .g •'J~afm·c, never failed to fecond all the views of the court. 

THE power of preffing, and obliging any perfon to accept of any office, w:1s 
another prerogative totally incompariblc with freedom. Oiborne gives the fol
]owing acccu;1t of Elizabeth's method of employing this prerogative, '~ In cafe 
'' fhc four.d any Jikely to interrupt her occaGons,'' fays he, " !he did feafonabiy 
'' prevent hi'm by a chargeable emp!oyment abroad, or puttin.s him upon fome 
'' fervice at home, which fhe knew leafi grateful to the people: Contrary to a 
" falfe maxim, fince practifed with far worfe fuccefs, by fuch princes as thought 
'' it better hulbandry to buy off enemies than reward friends :J:." The practice 
wiEh which Oiborne reproaches the two immediate fuccdfors of Elizabeth, pro. 

ce d~d 
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ceeded partly from the extreme difficulty of their fituation, partly from the greater Chap. VII• 
lenity of their difpofition. The power of preffing, as may naturally be imagin-
ed, was often abufed ; and money was exacted by the officers for freeing perfons 
from the fervice ll· 

THE government of England in that age, bore fame refemblance to that of 
Turkey at prefent: The fovereign poffeifed every power, except that of impofing 
taxes: And in both countries this limitation, unfupported by other privileges, 
appears rather prejudicial to the people. In Turkey, it obliges the Sultan to per
mit the extortion of the bafhas and governors of provinces, from whom he af
terwards fqueezes .prefents, or takes forfeitures : In England, it engaged the 
~een to erect monopolies, and grant patents for exclufive trade : An invention 
fo pernicious, that had fhe gone on, during a tract of years, at her own rate, 
England, the feat of riches, and arts, and commerce, would have contained at 
prefent as little induftry as Morocco, or the coaft of Barbary. 

WE may further obferve, that this valuable privilege, valuable only becaufe it 
proved afterwards the means by which the Parliament extorted all their other pri
vileges, was very much encroached on, in an indirect manner, during the reign 
of ~lizabeth, as well as of her predecelfors. She often exacted loans from her 
people; an arbitrary and unequal kind of impofition, and which individuals felt 
feverely : For tho' the money had been regularly reftored, which was feldom 
the cafe*, it lay in the prince's hands without intereft, which was a fenfible 
lofs to the individuals from whom the n1oney was borrowed. 

THERE remains a propofal made by the lord Burleigh, for levying a general 
loan on the people, equivalent to a fubfidy t; a fcheme which would have laid 
the burthen more equally, but which was, in different words, nothing but a 
taxation, impofed without confent of Parliament. It is remarkable, that the 
fcheme, thus propofed, without any vifible neceffity, by that wife minifter, is the 
very fame which Henry the eighth attempted, and which Charles the firft, en
raged by ill ufage from his Parliament, and reduced to the greateft difficulties, 
put afterwards in praB:ice, to the great difcontent of the nation. 

THE demand of benevolence was another invention of that age for taxing the 
people. This practice was fo little conceived to be irregular, that the commons, 
in 15 8 5, offered the ~een a benevolence; which lhe very generouily refufed, 
as having no occafion, at that time, for money :J:. ~1een Mary aJfo, by an or
der of council, increafed the cuftoms in fome branches ; and her lifter imitated 

11 Murden, p . I 8 I. 
t D' Ewes, p. 494• 
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the example !J. There was a fpecies of fhip-money impofed at the time of the 
Spaniil1 invafion. The feveral ports were required to equip a certain number of 
fhips at their own charge ; and fuch was the alacrity of the people for the public 
d{'fence, that fome of the ports, particularly London, fent double the number 
demanded of thern *. "Vhen any levies were made for Ireland, France, or the 
Low Countries, the QEeen obliged the counties to raife the foldiers, to arm and 
clothe them, and carry them to the fca,ports at their own charge. New- Year's
Gifts were, at that time, expeCted from the nobility, and from the more confi
derable gentry t. 

PuRVEYANCE was another n1ethod of taxation, unequal, arbitrary, and op
preffive. The whole kingdom felt fenfibly the burthen of this impofition; and 
it was regarded as a great privilege which was conferred on Oxford and Cam
bridge, to prohibit the purveyors from taking any commodities within five miles 
of thefe univerfities. The ~1een viCtualled her navy by means of this preroga
tive, during the firft years of her government :j:. 

WARDSHIP was the moft regular and legal of all thefe impofitions by prero...: 
gative: Yet was it a great badge of fiavery, and oppreffive to the great families. 
When an eftate fell to a female, the fovereign obliged her to marry any one he 
pleafed; \i\'hether the heir was male or female, the crown enjoyed the whole 
profit of the rents during the minority. The giving a rich wardlhip was an ufual 
n1ethod of rewarding a courtier or favourite. 

THE inventions were endlefs, which arbitrary power might employ for extorting 
of money, while the people imagined that their property was fecured by dtbarring 
the crown from impofing taxes. Strype has preferved a fpeech of lord Burleigh 
to the ~1een and council, wherein are contained fame particulars not a little extra
ordinary§. Budeigh propofes that fhe fhould ereCt a court for the correction of 
all abufes, and fhould confer on the com1niffioners a general inquifitorial power 
over the whole kingdom. He fets before her eyes the example of her wife grand
father, Henry the feventh, who, by fuch methods, augmented extremely his 
revenue; and he recommends, that this new court fhould proceed, " as well by 
'' the direction and ordinary courfe of the laws, as by virtue of her majefty's fu
•: preme regiment and abfolute power, from whe;zce law proceeded." In a word~ 
he expeCts from this inftitution, greater acceffion to the royal treafure, than 
Henry the eighth derived from the abolition of the abbeys, and all the forfeitures 
of the ecclefiaftical revenues. This project of lord Burleigh needs not, I thinl"", 

U Bacon, vol. IV. p. 362. 
:t Camden, p. 3 8 8. 

• Monfon, p. 267. 
§ Annals, vol. IV. p. 2-34, & feq. 
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any comment. A form of government mufr be very arbitrary, where a wife Chap. V . 
and good minifter could make fuch a propofal to the fovereign. 

EMBARGOES on merchandize was another engine of royal power, by which 
the Englifh princes were able to extort money from the people. We have feen 
in fiances in the reign of Mary. Elizabeth, before her coronation, iffued an or
der to the cuftom-houfe, prohibiting the fale of all crimfon filks which fhouid 
be imported, till the court was firft provided*. She expected, no doubt, a good 
penny-worth from the merchants, while they lay under this reftraint. 

THE Parliament pretended to the right of enacting laws, as well as of grant .. 
ing fubfidies; but this privilege was, during that age~ frill more infignificant than 
the other. Q.Eeen Elizabeth exprefsly prohibited them from meddling with ftate 
matters or ecclefiaftical caufes ; and fhe openly fent the members to prifon, who 
dared to tranfgrefs her imperial edict in thefe particulars. There paired few Par
liaments, during her reign, where ~here occur not inftances of this arbitrary 

conduCt. 
BuT the legiflative power of the Parliament was a mere fallacy, while the fo

vereign was univerfally acknow leged to poffefs a difpenfing power, by which all 
the laws could be invalidated, and renderea 'of no effect. The ufe of this power 
was alfo. an indireCt: m~thod practifed for erecting monopolies. Where the ftatute:; 
laid any branch of ma!1~facture under reftritl:ion~, the fovereign, by exempting 
one perfon from the laws, gave hin1 in effeCt the monopoly of that commodity t. 
There was no grievance, at that time, more univerfally complained of, than die 
frequent difpenfing with the penal laws :f;. • 

BuT in reality, the crown poffelfed the full legi!lative power, by means of pro
clamations, which might affeCt any fubject of the greateft importance, and whicl 
the Star-chamber took care to fee more rigoroufly executed than the laws them
felves. The motives of thefe proclamations were fometimes very ridiculous. 
QEeen Elizabeth had taken offence ~t the fmell of woad ; . and !he iffued an edict 
prohibiting any one to cultivate 1 at ufef\.11 plant 11· She was alfo pleafed to ta1'e 
offence at the long fwords and high ruffs then in fa!hion : Sl e fent about her 
officers, to break every man's f~ord, and clip ev.ery man's ruff1 wl ich vas be
yond a certain length +· This praftice refemble~ fomewhat the method emplo -
ed by the great Czar Peter, to n1ake his fubjects cliange tlieir garo. 

4 z 2 THE 
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Cha~ VII. THE ~een's prohibition of the prophefyings was founded on a better reafon ; 
but fhews fiill the unlimited extent of her prerogative. Two or three people 
could not meet together, in order to read the fcriptures, and confer about reli
gion, tho' in ever fo orthodox a manner, without her permilfion. 

THERE were many other branches of prerogative incompatible with an exatl: 
or regular enjoyment of liberty. None of the nobility could marry without per
miffion from the fovereign. The Queen detained the earl of Southampton long 
in prifon, becaufe he privately married the earl of Effex's coufin *. No man 
could travel without the confent of the prince. Sir William Evers underwent a 
fevere perfecution, becaufe he had prefumed to pay a private vifit to the King of 
Scots t. 

THE Parliament in the thirteenth of the ~een praifed her for not imitating 
the practice, ufual among her predeceffors, of ftopping the courfe of jufi:ice by 
particular warrants :J:. There could not poffibly be a greater abufe, nor a ftronger 
mark of arbitrary power ; and the Queen, in refraining from it, was very laudable. 
But fhe was by no means conftant in this referve. There remain in the public 
records fome warrants of her's for exempting perfons from alllaw-fuits and pro-
fecutions 11 ; and thefe warrants, fhe fays, fhe grants from her royal prerogative,. 
which fhe will not allow to be difputed. 

IT is eafy to imagine, that, in fuch a government, no juftice could, by courfe 
of law, be obtained of the fovereign, unlefs he was willing to allow it. In the 
naval expedition, undertaken by Raleigh and Forbiiher againft the Spaniards, in 
I 592, a very rich carrack was taken worth two hundred thoufand pounds. The 
Ql1een's fhare in the adventure was only a tenth part; but as the prize was fo 
great, and exceeded fo much the expectations of all the adventurers, the was 
determined not to reft contented with her fhare. Raieigh, humbly and earneftly, 
begged her to accept of an hundred thoufand pounds, in lieu of all demands, or 
·rather exaCtions; and fays, that the prefent, which the proprietors were willing 
to make her of eighty thoufand pounds, was the greateft that ever a prince re
ceived from a fubjeet §~ 

BuT it is no wonder the ~een, in her adminiftration, fbould pay fo little re-· 
gard to liberty; while the parliament itfelf, in enacting laws, were fo entirely 
negligent of it. The perfecuting ftatutes, which they paffed againft papifts and 
puritans, are extremely contrary to the genius of freedom; and by expofing fuch 
multitudes to the tyranny of priefts and bigots,. accuftomed the people to the 

m oft 
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moll: difgraceful fubjeCl:ion. Their conferring an unlimited fupremacy on the Chap. vrr. 
~een, or what is worfe, acknowleging her inherent right to it, was another 
proof of their voluntary fervitude. 

THE law of the 2 3d of her reign, making feditious words againft the OEeen 
capital, is another very tyrannical ftatute; and an ufe, no lefs tyrannical, was 
fometimes made of it. The cafe of UdaJ, a puritannica1 clergyman, feems 
.fingular, even in thofe arbitrary times. This man had publi!hed a book called 
a demonftration of difcipline, in which he inveighed againft the government of 
bifhops ; and tho' he had carefully endeavoured to conceal his name, he was 
thrown into prifon upon fufpicion, and brought to his trial for this offence. It 
was pretended, that the bi!hops were part of the ~een's polit:cal body; and to 
fpeak againft them, was really to attack her, and was therefore felony by the 
ftatute. This was not the only iniquity, to which Udal was expofed. The 
judges would not allow the jury to determine any thing but the fact, whether 
Udal had wrote the book, or not, with out examining his intention, or the im
port of the words. In order to prove the fatt, the crown lawyers did not pro
duce a fingle witnefs to the court: They only read the teftimony of two perfons 
abfent, one of which faid that Udal had told him he was the author ; another, 
that a friend of Udal's had faid fo. They would not allow Udal to produce any 
exculpatory evidence; which, they faid, was never to be permitted againft the 
~een. And they tendered him an oath, by which he was required to fwear, 
that he was not author of the book ; and his refufal to give that teftimony was 
employed as the ftrongeft proof of his guilt. It is almoft needlefs to add, that, 
notwithftanding thefe multiplied iniquities, a verdict of death was given by the 
jury againft Udal: For as the Q8t:en was extremely bent upon his profecution:. 
it was impoffible he could efcape *. He died in prifon before the execution of 

the fentence. 
THE ea e of Penry was, if poffible, ftill harder. This man was a zealous pu

ritan, or rather a Brownift ; and he had wrote againft the hierarchy feveral 
tracts, fuch as Martin Mar-prelate, ~hefes Martiniante, and other compofitions 
full of low fcurrility and petulant fa tyre. After concealing himfelf for fome years, 
he was feized; and as the fiatute againft feditious words required that the crimi
nal lhould be tried within a year after committing the offence, he could not be 

inditl:ed for his printed books. He was therefore tried for fome papers found in 
his pocket, as if he.had thereby fcattered [edition t. It was alfo imputed to him, by 
the lord keeper, Puckering, that in f01ne of thefe papers, " he had only acknow-

" leged 

State Trials, vol. I. p; 144• Strype, vol. IV. p. 21. Id. Life of Whitgift, P· 343· 
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Chap. VII. " leg d her majefty~s royal power to eflablijh laws, . ecclefiaftical and civil ; but 
" had avoided the ufual terms of making, enafling, decreeing, and ordaining laws: 
'' Which imply,'' fays the lord keeper, " a m oH: abfolute authority.:J:." Penry . 
for thefe offences was condemned and executed. 

THus we have feen, that the moft abfolute authority of the fovereign, to make 
1fe of the lord keeper's phrafe, was eftablifhed on above twenty branches of pre

rogative, which are now abolifhed, and which were, every one of them, totally 
incompatible with the liberty of the fubjeB:. But what enfured n1ore effectually 
the flavery of the people, than even thefe branches of prerogative, was, the efta
bliilied principles of the times, which attributed to the prince fuch an abfolute 
and indefeizable authority, as was fuppofed to be the origin of all Jaw, and could 
be bound and circumfcribed by none. The homilies, publi!hed for the ufe of 
the clergy, and which they were enjoined to read every Sunday in all the churche5, 
inculcate every where a blind, and unlimited paffive-obedience to the princ~, 
which, on no account, and under no pretence, is it ever lawful for them, · in the 
fmalleft article, to depart from or infringe. Much noife has been made, becaufe 
fome court chaplains, during the fucceeding reigns, were permitted to preach fuch 
doctrines; but there is a great difference between thefe fermons, and difcourfes 
publifbed by authority, avowed by the prince and council, and promulgated to the 
whole nation *. So thoroughly were thefe principles imbibed by the people, 
during the reigns of Elizabeth and her predeceffors, that oppofition to them was 
regarded as the moft flagrant fedition, and was not even rewarded by that public · 
praife and approbation, which can alone fupport men under fuch dangers and 
difficulties, as attend the refiftance of tyrannical authority. It was only during 
the next generation that the noble principles of liberty took root, and fpreading 
themfe]ves, under the fhelter of puritannical abfurdities, became faihionable 
amo~g the people. 

IT is worth remarking, that the advantage, ufua1Iy afcri ed to abfolute mo· 
narchy, a greater regularity of police and a more ftriB: execution of the laws, 
did not attend the antient Englifh government, tho' in many refpecrs it fe11 under 
that denomination: A demonfhation of this truth is contained in a judicious 
pap~r, which is preferved by Strype t, and which was wrote by an eminent juf
tice of peace of Somerfetfhire, in the year I 596, near the end of the ~1een's 
reign, when the authority of that princefs may be fuppofed to be fully corrobo
rated by time, and her maxims of governmtnt improved by long practice. This 

paper 

t Strypc, vol. IV. p. 177· *' Gifford, a clergyman, was fufpended in I sS4, for preaching 
up a limited obedience to the civil magiftrate. Neal~ vol. I. p. 435. t Annals, vol. I V. p. 290. 
& feq. • 



E L I Z A B E T H. 

paper contains an account of the diforders which then prevailed in the county Ch p. VH. 
of Somerfet. The author fays, that forty perfons had been there executed in a 
year for robberies, thefts, and or her felonies ; thirty- five burnt in the hand, 
thirty-feven whipt, one hundred and eighty-three difcharged: That thofe who 
were difcharged were moft wicked and defperate perfons, who never could come 
to any good, becaufe they would not work, and none would take them into 
fervice : That notwithftanding this great number of indictments, the fifth part 
of the felonies committed in the county were not brought to a trial, the greater 
number efcaped cenfure, either from the fuperior cunning of the felons, the re· 
miffnefs of the magiftrates, or the foolifh lenity of the people : That the rapines 
committed by the infinite number of wicked, wandering, idle people were into-
lerable to the poor countrymen, and obliged them to a perpetual watch of their 
fneep-fclds, their paftures, their woods and their corn-fields: That the other 
counties of England were in no better condition than Somerfetfhire ; and many of 
them were even in a worfe : That there were at leaft three or four hundred able-
bodied vagabonds in every county, who lived by theft and rapine; and who 
fometimes met in troops to the number of fixty, and committed fpoi1 on the in
habitants: That if all the felons of this kind were affembled, they would be able, 
if reduced to good f~bjeB:ion, to give the greateil: enemy her majeily has a ftrong 
battle: And that the magiil:rates themfelves were intimidated from executing juf-
tice upon them; and there were examples of juftices of peace, who, after giving 
fentence againfr rogues, had interpofed to ftop the execution of their own fen-
tence, for fear of the danger, which hung over them from the confederates of 
thefe felons. 

IN the year 157 5, the ~een complained in Parliament of the bad execution 
of the laws ; and threatened, if the tnagiftrates were not, for the future, more 
vigilant, that fhe would entruft authority to indigent and needy r.erfons, who 
would fi d an intereft in the more exaCt: diftribution of jufiice *· It appears, that 
fhe was as good as her wor . For in 1 6o 1, there were great complaints made 
in Parl.ament of the rapine of juPLices of peace· and a member faid, that this 
n1agiftrate was an animal, who, for half a dozen of chickens, \ ould difpenfe 
with a dozen of penal ftatutes +. It is not eafy to account for this relaxation of 
government, and neglect of police during a J;eign of fo much vigour as th1t of 
Elizabeth. The fmall revenue of the crown is the moft likely caufe that can be 
affigned. The ~een had it not in her power to intereft a great number in affift-
ing her to execute the laws. 

t Ibid. p. 66x-664. 
I 
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Chap. VII. ON the whole, the Englifh have no reafon, from the example of their an~ 

ceftors, to be in love with the picture of abfolute monarchy; or to prefer the un. 
limited authority of the prince, and his unbounded prerogatives, to that noble 
liberty, that fweet equality, and that happy felurity, by which they are at pre· 
fent difiinguiilicd above all nations of the univerfe. The utmoil that can be 
faid in favour of the antient government (and perhaps it may be faid with truth) 
is, that the power of the prince, tho' really unlimited, was exercifed after the 

European manner, and entered not into every part of the adminiftration ; that 
the inftances of a high exerted prerogative were not fo frequent as to render pro
perty fenfibly infecure, or reduce the people to a totai fervitude; that the free
dom from faetion, the quicknefs of execution, and the promptitude of thofe 
n1eafures, which could be taken for offence or defence, made fome compenfation 
for the want of a legal and determined liberty ; that as the prince commanded 
no mercenary army, there was a tacit check on him, which maintained the go
vernment in that medium, to which the people had been accuftomed; and that 
this fituation of England was in reality more remote, tho' feemingly it approached 

nearer, a defpotic and eaftern monarchy, than the prefent government ·of that 
kingdom, where the people, tho' guarded by multiplied Jaws, are totally naked, 

defencelefs, and difarmed. 

WE fl1all clofe this volume with a brief account of the revenues, the mili

tary force, the commerce, the arts, and the learning of England during this 

period. 

OEEEN Elizabeth's oeconomy was very remarkable; and in fome inftances feemed 
to border on avarice. The fmalleft expence, if it could poffibly be faved, ap
peared confiderable in her eyes; and even the charge of an exprefs, during the 

moft delicate tranfactions, was not below her notice *. She was alfo attentive to 

every profit ; and embraced opportunities of gain, which may appear fomewhat 
extraordinary. She kept the fee of Ely vacant nineteen years, in order to pocket 
the revenue t; and it was ufual with her, when fhe promoted a bifhop, to take 
the opportunity of pillaging the fee of fome of its manors :f:. But that there was 
in reality little or no avarice in the OEeen's temper appears from this circum
ftance, that ilie never amaffed any treafure; and even refufed fubfidies from the 
Parliament, when fhe had no prefent occafion for them. Yet we muft not con
clude fron1 this circumftance, that her oeconomy proceeded from a tender concern 
for her people : She loaded them with monopolies and exclufive patents, which 
are infinitely more oppreffive than the moft heavy taxes, levied in a legal and re-

gular 

" Birch's Negot. p. 21. t Strype~ vol. IV. p. 351. t Ibid. P· Zl5· 
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0 ular manner. The real fource of her frugal conduct was derived from I er de.. Chap. Vll fire of independency, and her care to preferve her dignity, which would have been endangered, had fhe reduced herfe]f o the neceffity of having frequent recourfe to parliamentary fupplies. In confequence of this motive, the ~een, tho, en-gaged in fuccefsful and neceffary wars, thought it more prudent to make a con-tinual dilapidation of the royal demefnes *, than demand the m oft moderate fup· plies from the commons. As fhe lived unmarried and had no pofterity, fhe was contented to ferve her prefent turn, tho' at the expence of her fucceffors, who, by reafon of this policy, joined to other accidents, found themfelves, on a fudden, reduced to the moft extreme indigence. 
THE fplendor of a court was, during this age, a great part of the public charge ; and as Elizabeth was a fingle woman, and expenfive in no fpecies of magnificence, except cloaths, this circumftance enabled her to perform great things by her narrow revenue. She is faid to bave paid four millions of debt, left on the crown by her father~ brother and fifter; an incredible fum for that age t. The ftates at the time of her death owed her about eight hundred thoufand pounds : And the King of France four hundred and fifty thoufand +· Tho' that prince was extremely frugal, and after the peace of V ervins, was continually amaffing treafure, the Qyeen never could, by the m oft preffing remonftrances, prevail on him to make payment of thofe fums, which fhe had fo generoufiy advanced him, during his greateft diftreffes. One payment of twenty thoufand crowns, and another of fifty thoufand, were a11 fhe could obtain, by the ilrongeft reprefentations fhe could make of the difficulties to which the rebellion in Ireland had reduced her~. The Queen expended on the wars with Spain between 1589 and 1593, the fum of one million three hundred thoufand pounds, befide the double fubfidy, amounting to two hundred and eighty thoufand pounds, granted her by Parliament+· In the year I 599 !he fpent fix hundred thoufand poun s i onths in the fervice of Ireland **. Sir Robert Ceci1 affirmed, that in ten vears time, Ireland coft er three millions four hundred thoufand pounds 11· S.he gave the earl of Effex a prefent of thirty thoufand pounds upo11 his departure for the government of that kingdom §. Lord Burleigh computed 

5 A that 

• Ryrner, torn. XVI. p. 141. D'Ewes, p. I p, 457, 525, 6zg. Bacon, vol. IV. p. 363. t D 'Ewcs, p. 4-73· I think it impoffible to reconcile ·this account of the public debts with that gi n by Strype, Ecclef. Mem. vol. II. p. 34-1-· that in the year 15 53, the cro \'n owed but 30o,ooo CHlnds. I own, that this laiLfum appears a gre t deal more likely. The whole revenue of Qgecn Elizabeth would not in ten years have paid four millions. 
! \\ inwood, vol. I. p. 29, 54· ~ Jbid. p. 117, 395• + D'Ewcs, p. 483. •• Camden, P· 167. 11 Appendix to the earl of Effex's apology. § Birch's l\1emoirs, V<'l. II. 
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Chap. VII. that the value of the gifts conferred on that favourite an1ounted to three hundred 
thoufand pounds: A proof of her {hong affeCtion towards him ! It was a com

mon faying during this reign ; '1he fi2Jteen pa)'S bountiful!)', tho' foe rewards Jpar-

• J. 

inglyt. 
IT is difficult to compute exactly the Queen'. ordinary revenue, but it certainly 

fell much ihort of five hundred thoufand pounds a ye~r. In 1590, !he raifc.d the 

cuftoms from fourteen thoufand pounds a year to fifty thoufand pounds ; and 
obliged Sir Thomas Smith, who had farmed them, to refund fome of his former 

profits *. This improvement of the revenue was owing to the fuggeftions of 
one Caermarden ; and was extremely oppofed by Burleigh, Leicefter, and Vl al
fingham. But the ~een's perfeverance overcame all their oppofition. The 

great undertakings, which fhe executed with fo narrow a revenue, and with fuch 

[mall fupplies from her people, prove the mighty effeCts of wifdom and oecono

n1.y. She received from the Parliament, during the courfe of her whole reign, 
only twenty fubfidies and thirty-nine fifteenths. It is not eafy to compute ex
aCtly the amount of thefe fupplies ; becaufe the value of a fubfidy was continually 

falling; and in the end of her reign it amounted only to eighty thoufand pounds+, 
which in the beginning had been an hundred and twenty thouland. If we fup

pofe that the whole fupplies granted Elizabeth during a reign of forty-five years 

amounted to three millions, we !hall not probably be much wide of the truth. 
This fum makes only fixty-fix thoufand fix hundred and fixty-fix pounds a year; 
and it is furprizing, that while the ~een's demands were fo moderate, and her 
expences fo well regulated, fhe fhould ever have found any difficulty of getting 
a fupply fron1 the Parliament, or be reduced to make fale of the crown-lands. 

But fuch was the extreme, I had almoft faid, abfurd parfimony of the Parlia

ments during that period. They valued nothing in comparifon of their money: 
The members had no connexion with the court; and the very idea, which they 
conceived of the truft committed to them, was, to reduce the demands of the 
crown, and to grant as few fu pp lies as poffible. The crown, on the other hand, 

conceived the Parliament in no other light than a means of fupply. QEeen 

Elizabeth made a merit to her people of feldom affembling Parliaments t· No 
redrefs of grievances was expected from thefe affemblies: They were fuppofed 

to meet for no other purpofe than to impofe taxes. 
4 BEEORE 

t Nanton's Regalia, chap. I. * Camden, V· 558. This account of Camden is difficult or 
\mpoffible to be reconciled to the fl:ate of the cufl:oms in the beginning of the fubfequent reign, as 
they appear in the journals of the commons. See Hifr. of Great Britain, vol. I, chap. 1. 

+ D'Ewes, p. 63o. :t Sttype, vol. IV. p. 124 • 
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BE FORE ~een Elizabeth's teign, the Englifu princes had always recourfe to Cha . VII. 

the city of Antwerp for voluntary loans; and their credit was fo low, that, be-

fides the exorbitant intereft of ten or twelve per cent, they were obliged to make 

the city of London join in the fecurity. Sir Thomas Grefuam, that great and 

cnterprizing merchant, one of the chief ornaments of this reign, engaged the 

company of merchant'-adventurers to grant a loan to the ~een ; and as the 

money was regularly paid, her credit by degrees efl:ablifhed itfelf in the city, and 

1he fhook off this dependance on foreigners*. 
In 1559, the Queen employed Grefham to borrow for her two hundred thou

fand pounds at Antwerp, in order to enable her to reform the coinage, which 
was at that time extremely debafed i'· She was fo unpo1itic as to make herfelf 

an innovation in the coin; by dividing a pound of filver into fixty- two fhillings, 

infiead of fixty, the former ftandard. This is the I aft time, that the coin has 

been tampered with in England. 
QuEEN Elizabeth, fenfible how much the defence of her kingdom depended 

on its naval poY~ er, was defirous to enc m rage commerce and navigation: But as 

her monopolies tended to extinguifl1 all domcfiic indufiry, which is much more 

valuable than foreign trade, and is the foundation of it, the general train of her 
conduCt was very ill calculated to ferve the purpofe at which !he aimed, much 

]efs to promote the riches of her people. T'he exclufive companies alfo were an 

immediate check on foreign trade. Yet, notwithfranding thefe difcouragements, 

the fpirit of the age was firongly bent on naval enterprizes ; and befides the mi

litary expeditions againfr the Spaniards, many attempts '<\ere mad for new dif
coveries, and many new branches of foreign commerce were opened by the Eng
lifh. Sir Martin Forbi!her undertook three fruitlefs voyages to difcover the north

weft paifage: Davis, not difheartened by this ill fuccefs, made a new attempt, 

when he difcovcred the ftraits, which pafs by his name. In 1 6oo, the ~cen 
gra te ft atent to the Eaft India company: The ftock of that company 

was feventy-two thoufan ounds; and they fitted out four !hips, under tl e 

command of J ames Lancafier, for this new branch of trade. The adventure 

was fuccefsful; and the fhips returning with a rich cargo, encouraged the com-

,pany to continue that commerce. 
THE c01nmnnication with Mufcovy h·ad been opened in Queen l\1ary's time by 

.the difcovery of the paffage to Archangel : But the comm rce to that country 

began not to be carried to a great extent till about the year 1569. The ~een 
5 i\. 2 obtained 

.- Stowe's Surrey of London, book I. p. 286. 

office, p. 29). 

"f ·Ms. of lord Royfton' s from the pa er 
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Chap. VJI. obtained from the Czar an exclufive patent to the Eng1ifh for the whole trade to Mufcovy + ; and ihe entered into a perfonal, as well as national, alliance with him. This Czar was named John Bafilides, a moft furious tyrant, who fufpetl:~ ing continually the revolt of his fubjecrs, ftipulated a fafe retreat and protection in England. In order the better to enfure himfelf of .this refource, he propofed to marry an F nglifh woman, and the ~een intended to have fent him the lady Anne Haftings, daughter to the earl of Huntingdon: But when the lady was informed of the barbarous manners of the country, !he wifely declined pur. chafing an empire at tre expence of her eafe and fafety *. 

THE Englifh, encouraged by the privileges, which they had obtained from Bafilides, ventured farther into thefe countries, than any Europeans had formerly done. They tranfported their goods along the river Dwina in boats made of one entire tree, which they towed and rowed up the ftream as far as Walogda. Fron1 thence, they carried them feven days journey by land to Yerafiau, and then down the Volga to Aftracau. At Aftracari, they built £hips, croffed the Cafpian Sea, and diftributed their commodities into Perfia. But this bold attempt met with fuch difcouragements that it was never renewed t. 
AFTER the death of John Bafilides, his fon Theodore revoked the patent, which the Engliih enjoyed for a monopoly of the Ruffian trade ; and when the 

~1een remonftrated againft this innovation, he told her minifters, that princes muft carry an indifferent hand, as well between their fubjeB:s as between foreigners; and not convert trade, which by the laws of nations ought to be corn:. rnon to all, into a monopoly for the private gain of a few :J:. So much jufter notions of commerce were entertained by this barbarian, than were pract:ifed by the renowned ~een Elizabeth! Theodore, however, continued fome privi· leges to the Englilb, on account of their being the firft difcoverers of the communication between Europe and his -country. 
THE trade to Turkey was begun about I 58 3 ; and that commerce was immediately confined to a company by ~een Elizabeth. Before that time, the grand fignlor had always conceived England to be a dependant province of France 11 ; but having heard of the ~een's power and reputation, he gave a good recep .. tion to the Englifh, and even granted them larger privileges than he had given to the French. 

THE merchants of the Hanfe-towns complained loudly in the beginning of Eli· abeth's reign of the treatment, which they had received in the days of King 
Edward 

+ Camd~ p. 408. *Ibid. p. :.t-93· t Ibid. p •. .pS. t Ibid. P• 493• ft Birch's Memoirs, vol. I. p. ,36. 
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Edward and ~een Mary. She very prudently replied, that as fhe would not Chap. Y1L 

innovate any thing, fhe would protect them frill in the immunities and privileges, 
which 1he found them poffelfed of. This anfwer not conte:1ting them, their com-
merce was foon after fufpended for a time, to the great ad1antage of the Englifl1 
merchants, who tried what they could themfelves effectuate for the promotiot 
of their commerce. They took the whole trade into their own hands; and their 
returns proving fuccefsful, they divided themfelves into ftaplers and merchant
adventurers; the formet refiding confrantly at one place, the other trying their 
fortunes in other towns and frates abro.:td with cloth and o:her manufaCtures. 
'i.rhis fuccefs fo enraged the Hanfe-towns, that they tried all the methods, which 
a aifcontented people could devife, to draw ~pon the Englifu merchants the ill 
opinion of other nations and ftates. They prevailed fo fJ~ as to obtain an im-
perial edict, by which the Englifh merchants were prohibited all commerce in· 
the empire : The Queen, by way of retaliation, retained fixty of their fl1ips, 
which had been feized in the river of Liibon with contraband goods of the Spa-
niards. Thefe fhips the ~een intended to have refrorec, as defiring to have 
compromifed all differences with thofe trading cities; but ~hen fhe was informed 
that a general aifembly was held at Luber, in order to concert meafures for dif-
treffing the Englifh trade, fhe caufed the fhips and cargoes to be confifcated ; 
only two of them were releafed to carry home the news, and to inform thefe 
ftates, that fhe had the greateft contempt imaginable for all their proceedings*. 

H:eNR Y the eighth~ in order to fit out a navy, was obliged to hire !hips from 
Hamburg, Lubec, Dantzick, Genoa, and Venice: But E iizabeth, very early in 
her reign, put affairs upon a better footing ; both by building fome !hips of her 
own, and by encouraging the merchants to build large trading veifels, which, 
on occafion, were converceci into fhips of wart. In I 582, the feamen in Eng_ 
land were computed at fourteen thoufand two hundred and ninety-five men :f:; 
the number of veffels twe ve hundred and thirty-two; of which there were only 
tWO hundred ana feventeen above eighty tons. Monfon computes, that tho' the 
navigation decayed in the firft years of J ames the firft, b; the practice of the 
merchants, who carried on their trade in foreign bottoms IJ, yet before 1640 
this number of feamen was trebled in England §. 

THE navy which the ~een left at her deceafe appears confiderab1e, when we 
confider only the number of veiTels, which were forty-two: But when we re
flect that none of thefe 1hips carried above forty guns; that four only came up 

to 

• Lives of the Admirals, vol. I. p. 4-70. t Camden, p. 3 8 S! t l\1onfen_, p. z :fi-. 
u Ibid. P· JOO. § Ibid. p. z I o, z 56. 
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Gh3p. VII. to that number; that there were but two fhips of a thoufand ton ; and twenty. 
three below five hundred, fome of fifty, and fome even of twenty tons; that the 
whole number of the guns belonging to the fleet were feven hundred and feventy
four * ; we muft entertain a very contemptible idea of the Englifh navy, com
pared to the force which it has now att:1ined. In the year I 58 8, there were not 
above five veffels, equipped by the noblemen and fea-ports, which exceeded 

two hundred tons t. 
IN 1599, an alarm was given of an invafion from the Spaniards; and the Qyeen 

equipped a fleet and levied an army in a fortnight to oppofe them. Nothing 
gave foreigners a higher idea of the power of England than this fudden arma
ment. In I 57 5, all the militia in the kingdom were computed at an hundred 
and eighty-two thoufand nine hundred and twenty-nine :f:. A diftribution was 
made, in t 595, of an hundred and forty thoufand men, belides thofe which 
\Vales could fupply 11· Thefe armies were formidable by their numbers; but 
their difcipline and experience were not proportioned. Small bodies from Dun-
1 irk and Newport frequently ran over, and plundered the eaft coaft : So unfit 
was the militia, as it was then confiituted, for the defence of the kingdom. The 
lord lieutenants were firil: appointed to the counties in this reign. 

MR. MuRDEN '§ has publi!hed a paper, which contains the military force of 

the nation at the time ot the Spaniih Armada, and which is fomewhat different 
from the account given by our ordinary hifrorians. It makes the whole able
bodied men of the kingdom amount to an hundred and eleven thoufand five hun
dred and thir een; thofe armed, to eighty thoufand eight hundred and feventy
five; of whom forty four thoufand feven hundred and twenty-feven were trained. 
It muft be fuppofed that thefe able-bodied men confifted of fuch only as were 
n gi!l:ercd, otf envife the fmall number is not to be accounted for. 

THE frc1te· of the Englii11 manufactures was at this time very low; and foreign 
wares of almofr all kinds had the prcfe1 ence ~· Ab ut I 590, there were in 
London four pcrfons only rated in the fubGdy- books fo high as four hundred 
pounds-~· 1'his computation is not indeed to be efteemed an exact eftimate of 
their wealth. In 1567, there were found on enquiry to be four thoufand eight 
hundred and fifty-one ftrangers of all nations in London : Of whom three thou
fand eight hundred and thirty-eight were Flcmi!h, and only fifty-eight Scotch ·:*. 

The pcrfecut'ons in France and the Low Countries drove afrerwards a greater 
.number of foreigners into England ; and the commerce, as well as manufactures, 

* Monfon, p. r 9G. The Englifh navy at prc!"cnt can ies about r 4000 guns. 
t Lh·"'s of the Ad 1ir:~I, vol. I. p. 432. 11 S·rype, vol. lV. p. 221. 

I D'Ew f, P· so;. + Ibid. P· 497· •* Ha:nes, p. f6I, f62· 

of 

t JbiJ. p. 3oo. 
§p.6o'. 
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of that kingdom was very much improved by them t:f:· It was then that Sir Chap. VII. 

Thomas Grefi1am built, at his own charge, the magnificent fabric of the Ex-
change for the reception of the merchants : The ~een vifited it, and gave it 

the aptellation of the Royal Exchange. 

THERE were two attempts made in this reign to fettle colonies in America; 

one by Sir Humphry Gilbert inN ewfoundland, another by Sir W alter Raleigh in 

Virginia: But neither of thefe projetl:s proved fuccefsful. All thefe noble fet
tlements were made in the following reigns. 1 he current money of the king

dom, in the end of this reign, is computed at four millions Ull· 
THE nobility in this age fupported a great deal of the ancient magnificence in 

their hofpitality, and in the numbers of their retainers; and the ~een found it 
prudent to retrench, by proclamation, their expences in this la£1: particular*. 

The expence of hofpitality, fhe fomewhat encouraged, by the frequent vifits fhe paid 
her nobility, and the magnificent feafts which fhe received from them. The earl 
of Leicefter gave her an entertainment in Kenibworth caftle, which was extraor
dinary for expence and magni6cence. Among other particulars, we are told, 

that three hundred and fixty-five hoglheads of beer were drank at it t. The 

earl had fortified this caftle at great expence ; and it contJined arm for ten thou
fand n1en t. The earl of Derby had a fan1ily confifting of two hundred and 

forty fervants 11. Stowe remarks it as a fingular proof of beneficence in this no
bleman, that he was contented with his rent from his tenants, and exacred not 

any extraordinary fervices from them: A proof that the abfolute power of the 
fovereign, what was unavoidable, had very generally countenanced the nobility 
in tyrannizing over the people. Burleigh, tho' he was frugal, and had no pater

nal eftate, kept a family confifting of an hundred fervants §. He had a ftanding 
table for gentlemen, and two other tables for perfons of meaner condition, which 

were always ferved alike, whether he were in town or in the country. About his 
perfon he a of great dif\:inB:ion, infomuch that he could reckon up 

twenty gentlemen retainers w o a each a thoufand pounds,.a year; and as many 
among his ordinary fervants, who were worth from a thoufand pounds to three, 
five, ten, and twenty thoufand pounds+· It is to be remarked, that, tho' 
the revenue of the crown was at that time very fmall, the minifrers and 
courtiers found means, by employing the exorbitant prerogative, to acquire 
much greater fortunes than it is poffible for them at prefent to gain, from their 

larger falaries, and more limited authority. BuT 

tt Stowe, p. 668. 

Appen. p. 54-· 
' Stowe, P• 67 4~ 

1111 Lives of the Admirals, vol. I. p. 4-i 5. • Strype, vol. III. 
t Biogr. Brit. vol. Ill. p. 1791. t Strype. vol. Ill. p. 39.1-. 

§ Strype, vol. Ill. p. 129. Appen, } Biogr. Brit. p. 1 z67. 
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Chap. VII. BuT tho' there were preferved great remains of the ancient cuftoms, the nobi~ 
lity were, by degrees, acquiring a taft~ of elegant luxury; and many edifices, 
in particular, were built by them, neat, large, and fumptuous, to the great or
nament of the kingdom, fays Camden *; but to the no lefs decay of the glori. 
ous hofpitality of the nation. It is, however, more reafonable to think, that this 
new turn of expence promoted arts and induftry ; whjle the ancient hofpitality 
was the fource of vice, diforder, fedition, and idlenefs. 

AMONG the other fpecies of luxury, that of apparel began much to increafe 
·during this age; and the ~een thought proper to reftrain it by proclamationt. 
Her example was very little conformable to her edicls. As no woman was ever 
more conceited of her beauty, nor more defirous of making impreffion on the 
hearts of beholders, no one ever went to a greater extravagance in apparel, 01· 

ftudied more the variety and richnefs of her drefs. She Olppearea almoft every 
day in a different habit; and tried all the feveral modes, by which fbe hoped to 
render herfelf agreeable. She was alfo fo fond of her cloaths, that ihe never 
could part with any of them ; and at her death fhe had in her wardrobe all the 
different habits, to the number of three thoufand, which fhe had ever worn in 
·her life- time :J:. 

THE retrenchment of the ancient hofpitality, and the diminution of retainers, 
were favourable to the pren1gative of the fovereign ; and by difabling the great 
noblemen fron1 refiftance, promoted the execution of the Jaws, and extended the 
authority of the courts of jufl:ice. There were many particular caufes in the fitua
tion and character of Henry the feventh, which augmented the authority of the 
crown: Moft of thefe caufes concurred in fucceeding princes; together with the 
fattions of religion, and the acquifition of the fupremacy, a moft important ar· 
ticle of prerogative : But the manners of the age were a general caufe, which 
cperated during this whole period, and which continually tended to diminilh the 
riches, and {till more the influence of the ... 1.rifrocracy, anciently fo formidable to 
the crown. The habits of luxury diffipated the immenfe fortunes of the anci
ent barons ; and as the new methods of expence gave fubfiftance to mechanics 
and merchants, who lived in an independant manner on the fruits of their own 
indufl:ry, a nobleman, infi:ead of that unlimited afcendant which he was wont to 
aifume over thofe who were maintained at his board, or fubfifted by falaries con
ferred on them, retained only that moderate influence which cuftomers have over 
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tradefmen, and which can never be dangerous to civil government. The land- Chap. ·u. 
proprietors alfo, having a greater demand for money than for men, endeavoured 
to turn their lands to the beft account with regard to prDfit, and either inclofing 
their fields, or joining many fmall farms into a few large ones, difcharged tho!e 
ufelefs hands which formerly were always at their eaU, in every attempt to fubvert 
the government, or oppofe a neighbouring baron. By all thefe means the cities 
increafed ; the middle rank of men began to be rich and powerful ; the prince, 
who, in effect, was the fame with the law, was implicitly obeyed; and tho' the 
farther progrefs of the fame caufes begot a new plan of liberty, founded on the 
privileges of the commons, yet in the interval between the fall of the nobles and 
the rife of this order, the fovereign took advantage of the prefent fituation, and 
aifumed an authority almoft abfolute. 

W HATE VE R may be con1monl y imagined, from the authority of lord Bacon, 
and from that of Harrington, and later authors, the laws of Henry the feventh 
contributed very little towards the great revolutions which happened about this 
period in the Englifh conftitution. The practice of breal·ing entails by a fine and 
recovery, had been introduced in the preceding reigns; and this prince only gave 
indirectly a legal fanction to the practice, by reforming fame abufes which attend
ed it. But the fettled authority which he acquired to the crown, enabled the fo
vereign to encroach on the feparate jurifdi~ions of the barons, and produced a 
more general and regular execution of the laws. The counties palatine under
went the fame fate as the feudal j urifdittions; and by a ftatute of Henry the 
eighth t, the jurifdietion of tbefe counties was annexed to the crown, and all 
writs were ordained to run in the King's name. But the e.hange of manners was 
the chief caufe of the fecret revolution Df the government, and fubverted the 
power of the barons. 

l~EARNING, on its firft revival, was held in great efiitnation by the Englifh 
princes and no ; a d as it was not yet proftituted by being too common, even 
the Great deemed it an objettof am i · o attain a charaCter for literature. The 
four fucceffive fovereigns, Henry, Edward, Mary, and Elizabeth, may, on one 
account or other, be admitted into the clafs of authors. ~een Catherine Parr 
tranfiated a book : Lady J ane Gray, confidering her age, and her fex, and her 
fiation, may be regarded as a prodigy of literature. Sir Thoma~ Smith was raifed 
from being profeffor in Cambridge, firft to be ambaffador to France, and then 
fecretary of ftate. The difpatches of thofe times, and among others thofe of 
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Chap. VJJ. Burleigh himfdf, are very frequently interlarded with quotations from the Greet" 
and Latin clafiics. Even the ladies of the court valued themfclves on knowlege : 
Lady Burleigh, lady Bacon, and their two fiflers, were miG:refTes of the ancient, 
as well as modern languages; and valued themfelves more on their erudition than 
on their rank and quality. 

~EEN Elizabeth wrote and tranfiated feveral books; and !he was familiarly 
acquainted with the Greek as well as Latin tongue. It is pretended, that fhe made 
an ex.temporary reply in Greek to the univerfity of Cambridge, who had addreffed 
her in that language. It is certain,. that ihe anfwered in Latin, without prepa. 
ration, and in a very fpirited manner, to the Po]ifh ambaffador, who had been 
wanting in refpeB: to her. When ihe had finifhed, ihe turned about to her 
couniers, and faid, " God's death, my lords," (for fbe was much addiCted to 
fwearing) " I have been forced this day to fcour up my old Latin, that hatb long 
" lain rufting :f:." Elizabeth, even after fhe was ~een, did not entirely drop 
the ambition of appearing as an author; and next to her de.Gre of admiration 
for beauty, this feems to have been the chief objeCt of her vanity. She tran
~ated Boethius of the Confolation of Philofophy ; in order, as fhe pretended, 
to allay her grief for Henry the fourth's change of religion. As far as we can 
judge from Elizabeth's compofitions, we may pronounce, that notwithftanding 
her application, and her excellent parts, her tafte in 1iteratt1Fe was very indiffer
ent: She was much inferior to her fucceffor in this particular, who was himfelf 
far from being ,a juft model of eloquence. 

UNHAPPILY for literature, at 1eafl for the learned of this age, the ~een's va
nity lay more in fhining by her o~n learning, than in encouraging men of genius 
by her liberality. Spencer himfelf, the fineft Englilb writer of his age, was long 
neglecred; and after the death of Sir PhJip Sydney, his patron, was allowed to 
die almoft for want. This poet contains great beauties, a fweet and harmonious 
verfification, eafy elocution, a fine imagination: Yet oes the perufal of his 
work become fo tedious, that one never finifhes it from the mere pleafure which 
it affords: It foon becomes a kind of tafk-reading; and it requires fome effort 
~nd refolution to carry us on to the end of his long performance. This effect, 
of which every one is confcious, is ufually afcribed to th~ change of manners: 
But manners have more changed fince Homer's age; and yet that poet remains 
frill the favourite of every reader of tafie and judgment. Homer .copied true 
natural manners, which, how ver rough or uncultivated, will always form an 
agreeable and interefiing picture: But the pencil of the Englifb poet \Vas employed 
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in drawing the affectations, and conceits, a·nd fopperies of chivalry, which appear Chap. VU. 
ridiculous as foon as they lofe the recommendation of the mode. The tedioufnefs 
of continuPd allegory, and that too feldom fl:riking or ingenious, has alfo contri-
buted to render the Fairy I?<!,teen peculiarly tirefome; not to mention the too great 
frequency of its defcriptions, and the langour of its ftanza. Upon the whole, 
Spencer maintains his place in the {helves .among our Englifh claffics : But he 
is feldom feen on the table ; and fcarce any one, if he dares to be ingenuous, but 
will confefs, that, notwithftanding all the merit of the poet, he affords an enter_ 
tainment with which the palate is foon fatiated. Several writers of late have 
amu~ d themfelves with copying the ftile of Spencer; and no imitation has been 
fo indifferent as not to bear a great refemblance of the original : His manner is 
fo peculiar, that it is almt>ft impoffible not to transfer fomc of it into the copy. · 
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