


University Library 

Special Collections 











THE 

HIS T 0 RY 
0 F 

GREAT BRITAIN, 
UNDER THE 

H 0 U S E of S T U A R T. 







0 T E N T s. 

ME S I. 

CH A P. I. 

lJJtroduetion.-'James's firfl tranfallions.-State of Europe.--Rofni's nego
tiations.-Raleigh's confpiracy.-Hampton-court conference.-A pm·lia
ment.-Peace with Spain. Page I 

CHAP. II. 
Gttnpo'lvtler co1tjpiracy.-/1 parliament. -cr'ruce between Spain and the zm:ted 

provinces.-A parliament.-Death of the French King.--Arminia11ifin~ 
-State of Ireland. 19 

C H A P. Ill. 
Death of Prince Henry.-Marriage of the Pri11cejs Erzabeth with tlre Palatine. 

-Rife of Somerfet.-His marriage.--OverbU1y poifoned.--Fall of So
merfet.-Rife of Buckingham.-Cautionary towns delive.red.--A.ffairs of 
Scotland. 40 

C H A P. IV. 
Sir Waiter Raleigh's expedition.--His execution.--Infurrections i11, Bohemia.

Lofs of the Palatinate.--Negotiations with Spain.--A parliament. -
Parties.--Fall of BMIJn.-Rupture between J(jng and parliament. --Pro
te.ftations of the commons. 59 

CHAP. V. 
Negotiations with regard to the marriage and the Palatinate.--Charafter of Buck· 

ingham.-Prince' s journey to Spain.- Marriage-treaty broken.-- A parlia
ment.--Return of Brijlol.--Rupture with Spain.--'l'reaty with France. 
-Manifeldt's expcdition.-Death of the King-.-His charafler. 8 3 

CHAP. 



C 0 N T E N T ~.~ 

A p p E N D I X. 
Clvil government of England during this period.-Ecclejia.ftical government.-

Manners.--Finances.- N avy.-Commerce. -~ Manufatiures.-Colo
nies.-Learning and arts. 106 

C H A R L E S I. 
C HA P. I. 

A parliament at We.flminfler.-At Oxford.--Naval expedition againfi Spain.
Second parliament.-Impeacbment of Buckingham.-Violent meafures of the 
court.-War with France.-Expedition to the ifle of Rhe. 133 

C H A P. 11. 

<J'hird parliament. ---- Petition of right.---Prorogation. Death of 
Buckingham. New fe./Jion of parliament. 'I'onnage and poundage. 
---Arminianifm. Dijfolution of the parliament. I 57 

C H A P. Ill. 

Peace with France.--P eace with Spain. State of the court and minijlry. 
---Ckarafter of the ~ueen. Strafford.- Laud. InnovatioJZs 
in the church. Irregular levies of money. Severities in the }Jar-chamber 
and high commijfion. Ship-money. Trial of Hambden. I 8 5 

C H A P. IV. 

Difcontents in Scotland. lntrodullion of the canons and liturgy. A tumult 
at Edinburgh. '!'he covenant. A general af!embly. Epifcopacy 
abolijhed. rVar.--A pacijicatio11.--Renewal of the war.---
Fourth Englijh parliament.-Di!Jalution --Dijcontents in England.-Rout 
at .LVewbunt.--'Ireaty at Rippon.-Great council of the peers. 

210 

CHAP. 



C 0 N T E N T S, 

CHAP. V. 

Meeting of the long parliament.-Strafford mtd Laud impeached.-Finch and Wind
bankjly.--Great authority of the commons.--'J:he bijhops attacked.-'Ion
nage and poundage.-Triennial bill.-Stra.fjord's trial.-Bill of attainder ... 
Executio1z of Strafford.-Htgh commi.ffion and fiar-chamber abolijhcd.- King's 
journey to Scotland. 2 39 

CHAP. VI, 

Settlement of Scotland.-Confpiracy in Ireland.- Infurreftion and maffacre.
Meeting of the Englijh parlia'ment.- The remonjtrance.--Reafons on both fides. 
-Impeachment of the bijhops.--Ac"·ufation of the five members.--'J'umults. 
-King leaves London.--Arrives in York.--Preparations for civil war. 279. 

CHAP. VII. 

Commencement of the civil war.-State of parties.--Battle of Edgehill. - 
Negotiation at Oxford.-Piftories of the royalifls in the wefl.--Battle of 
Stratton. --Of Lanfdown.-Of Roundway-down.--Death of Hambden. 
-Briflol taken.-Siege of Glocefler.-Battle of Newbury.-.Ac?ious i1: 
the north of England.-Solemn league and covenant.--Arming of the Scotch. 
-State of Ireland. 3 2 5 

C H A P. VIII. 

lwvajion of the Scotch.--Battle of Marflon-moor.--Battle of Cropredy-bridge. 
E.f!ex' s forces difarmed.- Second battle of New bury. --Rzfe and charafler of · 
the independents.- enying ordinance.--Fairfax, Cromwel.-'J'reaty of 
Uxbridge.-Execution of Laud. 359 

C H A P. IX . 

. i'ldontrofe's viflories.--'Ihe new model of the army.-Battle of J.Vafeby.-Sur
render of Briflol.-<J"'he wejJ conquered by Fairfax.--Defeat of M ontrofe.
Ecclejiaflical affairs.-King goes to the Scotch at Newark.--End of the war. 
-King delivered up by the Scotch. 386 

CHAP. 



C 0 N T E N 'I: 

CHAP. X. 

Mutiny of the army.-tfhe King ftized by Joyce.-tih~ army march againft the 
parliament. fJ'he army fubdue the parliament. CJ"'he King flies to the iRe 
of Wight. Second civil war.- Invaji~n from Scotland.- 'I'he treaty 
fJj Newport.-The civil war and invajion repreffid.-:the King feized again 
by the army.-The houfl purged.-'l'he King's trial.-And execution.-.And 
charafler. 41j 

THE 



T H E 

H I s T 0 R y 

0 F 

GREAT BRITAI • 

J A M E S I. 

C H A P. I. 

lntroduelion.-- -1ames's firfl tranfactions.-State of Europe.____,;. 
Rofni' s negotiations .--Raleigh' s confpiracy .-Hampton-court con
ftrence.-A par!t'ament.-Peace with Spain. 

HE crown of England was never tranfrnitted from father to fon with x6o3• 

greater tranquillity, than it paffed fron1 the family of Tudor to that of 
Stuart. During the whole reign of Elizabeth, the eyes of men had 
been employed in fearch of her fucceffor; and when old age made the 

profpect of her cleat ~ immediate, there appeared none but the King of Scot
land, who could advance any juft claim or pretenfion to the throne. He was the 
great-grandfon of Margaret, eldeft daughter of Henry VII. and, upon the failure 
of all the male-line, his hereditary right remained unqueftionable. If the re
}jgion of Mary ~1een of Scots, and the other prejudices contracted againft her, 
ha i formed any confiderable obftacle to her fucceffion ; thefe objections, being 
entirely perfonal, had no place with regard to her fon. Men alfo confidered, 
that, tho' the title, derived from blood, had been frequently violated fince the 

ToL. I. B Norman 
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Norman conqueft, fuch licences had proceeded more from force or intrigue, than 
from any deliberate maxims of government. The lineal heir had ftill in the end 
prevailed; and both his exclufion and reftoration had been commonly .attended 
with fuch convulfions, as were fufficient to warn all prudent men not l1ghtly to 
give way to fuch irregularities. If the will of Henry Vlii. authorifed by act of 
parliament, had tacitely excluded the Scotti!h line ; the tyranny and caprices of 
that monarch had rendered his memory fo odious, that a fettlement of this na· 
ture, unfupported by any juft reafon, had no authority with the people. OEeen 
Elizabeth too, with her dying breath, had recognized the undoubted title of her 
kinfinan James ; and the whole nation feemed to difpofe themfelves with joy and 
pleafure for his reception. Tho' born and educated amidft a foreign and hoftile 
people, men hoped, from his character of moderation and wifdom, that he would 
embrace the maxims of an Engl·ilh monarch; and the prudent forefaw greater ad
vantages, refulting from an union with Scotland, than difadvantages from fub· 
mitting to a prince of that nation. The alacrity, with which the Engli!h looked 
towards the fucceffor, had appeared fo evident to Elizabeth, that, concurring 
with other caufes, it affected her with the deepeft melancholy ; and that wife Prin
cefs, whofe penetration and experience had given her the greateft infight into hu
man affairs, had not yet fufficientJy weighed the ingratitude of courtiers, and le-

. v ity of the people. 

As victory abroad~ and tranquillity at home, had ever attended this. OEeen, fhe 
left the nation in fuch flourifhing circumftances, that her fucce:ffor poffeifed every 
advantage, except that of comparifon with her illuftrious name, when he mount
ed the throne of England. The King's journey from Edinburgh to London im
mediately afforded to the inguifitive fome circumftances of comparifon, which 
even the natural partiality in favour of their new fovereign, could not interpret to 
his advantage. As he paired along, all ranks of men flocked about him, from 
every quarter ; allured by intereft or curiality. Great were the rejoicings, and 
loud and hearty the acclamations which refounded from all fides; and every one 
could remember how the affability and popularity of their OEeen difplayed them. 
felves, amidft fuch concourfe and exultation of her fubjeL9:s. But J ames, tho' fo .. 
ciable and familiar with his friends and courtiers, hated the buftle of a mixt mul
titude ; and tho' far from difliking flattery, yet was he frill fonder of tranquillity 
and eafe, He theref~re ilfued ~ proclama:ion, forbidding t_his great re fort of peo
ple, under pretence of the fcarcity of provtfions, and other mconveniencies, which 
would neceffari1y attend it. 

HE ~as ?ot, howe~er, infenfib!~ to ~he great overflow of affection, which ap
eared m h1s new f~lbJeCts; and bemg hunfelf of an affeCtionate temper, he feems 

to 
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to have been in hafle to make them fotne return of kindneis and good offices. To 
this motive, probably, we are to afcribe that great profufion of titles, which was 
obferved in the beginning of his reign ; when in fix weeks time, after his entrance 
into the kingdom, he is computed to have beftowed knighthood on no lefs than 
237 perfons. If ~een Elizabeth's frugality of honours, as well as of money, 
had been formerly repined at, it began now to be valued and efleemed: And 
every one was fenfible, that the King, by his lavifh and premature conferring of 
favours, had failed of obliging the perfons, on whom he beftowed them. Titles 
of all kinds became fo common, that they were no longer n1arks of diftinCtion ; 
and being diftributed, without choice or deliberation, to perfons, unknown to the 
Prince, were regarded more as the proofs of facility and good-nature, than of any 
determined friendfhip or efteem. 

A pafquinade was affixed to St. Paul's, in which an art was promifed to be 
taught·, very neceffary to affift frail memories, in retaining the names of the new 

Nobility . 
. \V E may prefume, that the Englifh would have thrown lefs blame on the King's 

facility in beftowing favours, had thefe been confined entirely to their own na
tion, and had not been fhared out, in too unequal proportions, to his old fubjeCl:s. 
James, who, thro' his whole reign, was more guided by temper and inclination 
than by the rules of political prudence, had brought with him great num .. 
bers of his Scotch courtiers; whofe impatience and importynity were apt, in many 
particulars, to impofe on the eafy nature of their mafter, and extort favours, of 
which, it is natural to imagine, his Englifh fubjeB:s would very loudly complain. 
The Duke of Lenox, the Earl of Mar, the Lord Hume, Lord Kinlofs, Sir George 
Hume, Secretary Elphinftone, were immediately added to the Englilh privy coun
cil. Sir George Hume, whom he created Earl of Dunbar, was his declared fa .. 
vourite as long as that Nobleman lived ; and was the wifeft and m oft virtuous, 
tho' the leaft powerful, of all thofe whom the King ever honoured with that di
ftintl:ion. Hay, fome time after, was created Vifcount Doncafrer, and then Earl 
of Carlifle, and got an immenfe fortune from the crown ; all which he fpent in 
a fplendid and courtly manner. Ram fay obtained the title of Earl of Holdernefs ; 
and many others, being raifed, on a fudden, to the higheft elevation, encreafed, 
by thtir infolence, that envy, which naturally attended them, as enemies and 
ftrangers. 

Ir muft, however, be owned, in juftice to James, that he left almoft all the 
the chief oflices in the hands of Elizabeth's minifters, and trufted the conduCt of . 
political concerns, both foreign and domeftic, to his Englifh fubjetl:s. Among 
thefe, Secretary Cecil, created fucceffively Lord Effindon, Vifcount Cranborne, 
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and Earl of Sali!bury, was always regarded as his prime minifter and chief coun
fdlor. Tho' the capacity and penetration of this minifter were fufficiently known, 
his favour with the King created great furprize on the acceffion of that monarch.· 
Cecil was fon of the famous Burleigh, whofe merits towards his fovereign and his 
country were great, but whofe name was naturally odious to J ames; as the declar
ed enemy of his mother, and the chief caufe of her tragical death, by fome efleem
ed the great ftain in the bright annals of Elizabeth. He himfelf, as well as his 
father, had flood at the head of the court-faction, which oppofed the greatnefs 
of the Earl of Effex, and which, affiiled by the imprudence or rather frenzy of 
that favourite, at laft brought him to the fcaffold. The people, by whom the 
Earl was infinitely beloved, refented t.he conduCt of his enemies ; but J ames flill 
more, who had n1ai ntained a fecret correfpondence with Effex, and regarded him 
as a zealous partizan for the fucceffion in the houfe of Stuart. Sir W alter Ra
leigh, Lord Grey, Lord Cobham, Cecil's affociates, felt immediately the effects 
of thefe prejudices of their mafter, and were difmiffed from their employments: 
But Cecil, who poffeffed all the art and cunning of a courtier, as well as many 
of the talents of a great ftatefman, had found the means of making his peace with J ames; and, unknown both to Elizabeth and all the other minifters, had entered 
into a fecret commerce with the fucceffor, during the latter years of the Qyeen's adminiftration. 

THE capacity of J ames and his miniilers in negotiation was immediately put to 
trial, on the appearance of ambaffadors from almoft a11 the princes and ftates of 
Europe, in order to congratulate the King on his acceffion to the throne, and to 
form with him new treaties and alliances. Befide minifiers from Venice, Den
mark, the Palatinate ; Henry Frederic of Naffau, afEfted by Barnevelt the Penfi
onary of Holland, reprefented the ftates of the United Provinces. Aremberg was 
fent by Archduke Albert; and Taxis was expected in a little time from Spain. 
But he who excited moft the attention of the public, both on account of his own 
merit and that of his mafter, was the Marquefs of Rofni, afterwards Duke of Sully, prime minifter and favourite of Henry IV. of ranee. 

WHEN the dominions of the houfe of Aufl:ria devolved on Philip II. all Eu
rope was fl:ruck with terror ; left the power of a family, which had been raifed by 
fortune, iliould now be carried to an immeafurable height, by the wifdom and con
duet of this monarch. But never were apprehenGons found in the event to be more groundlefs. Slow without prudence, ambitious without enterprize, falfe without deceiving any body, and refined without any true judO'ment; fuch was, 
the character of Philip, and fuch the character, which, during hi~ life-time and af-
er his death, he impreffed on the Spanilh councils. Revolted or depopulated 

provinces 
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provinces, d~fcontented or indolent inhabitants, were the fpeB:acles, which thofe Chap,. I. 

b r 1603. dominions, lying in every climate of the glo e, pre1ented to Philip III. a weak 
prince, and to the Duke of Lerma, a minifter, weak and odious. But tho' mili~ 
tary difcipline, which ftill remained, was what alone gave fome appearance of life 
and v1gour to t 1lat languiihing body; yet fuch was the terror, produced by former 
power and ambition, that the reduCtion of the houfe of Auftria was the object of 
men's vows, throughout all the ftates of chriftendom. It was not perceived, 
that the French empire, now united in domeftic peace, and governed by the moft 
heroic and m oft amiable prince, that adorns modern ftory, was becotne, of itfe1f, . 
a fufficient cotmterpoife to the Spaniih greatnefs. Perhaps, that prince himfelfRofni's nego 4 

did not perceive it, when he propofed, by his minifter, a league with J ames, in tiations. 
conjunction vJith Venice, the United Provinces, and the northern crowns; in or-
der to attack the Auftrian dominions on every fide, and deprcfs the exorbitant 
power of that ambitious family. But the genius of the Engliih monarch was not 
equal to fuch vaft enterprizes. The love of peace was his ruling pailion; and 
it was his peculiar felicity, that the conjunctures of the times rendered the fame 
objeB:, which was agreeable to him, in the higheft degree advantageous to his 
people. 

THE French ambaffador, therefore, was obliged to depart from thefe extenfive 
aims, and to concert with J ames the means of providing for the fafety of the United 
Provinces : Nor was this objeCt altogether without its difficulties. The King, 
before h·s acceilion to the throne of England, had entertained very ftrong fcruple3 
with regard to the revolt of the Low Countries; and being always open and fin· 
cere*, except when deliberately refolved to diifemble, he had, on many occafions, 
gone fo far as to give to the Dutch the denomination of rebels. But having con
verfed more fully with his Englifh minifters and courtiers, he found their attach
ment to that republic fo fi:rong, and their opinion of common intereft fo efta
blifiled, that he was obliged to facrifice to politics his fenfe of juftice ; a quality, 
which, even when rroneous, is refpectable and rare in a monarch. He therefore 
agreed with Rofni to fupport fecretly the ftates-general, in concert with the King 
of France ; left their weaknefs and defpair fhould oblige them to fubmit to their 
old mafter. The articles of the treaty were few and fimple. It was agreed, that 
the two Kings fhould allow the Dutch to levy forces both in France and Britain; 
and fhould underhand remit to the Dutch the fum of 1 40o,ooo livres a year for 
the pay of thefe forces : That the whole fun1 fhould be advanced by the King of 
France; but that the third of it fhould b"e deducted from a debt due by him to 

QEeen 

* Mon:fieur de la Boderie, the French leaguer, ambaffador at that time in England, afcribcs the virtue 
of opennefs and :fincerity to the King. Le nature/ du Roi efl affe;<;, owvcrt, vol. i. p. 120. 
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Chap. I. ~een Elizabeth.· And if the Spaniard attacked either of the Princes, they agreed 
160

3· to affift each other; Henry with a force of ten thoufand, James with that of fix 
thoufand men. This treaty, one of the wifeft and mofr equitable concluded by 
J ames, during the whole courfe of his reign, was more the work of the Prince 
himfelf, than any of his minifters. 

Raleigh'scon- AMIDST the great tranquillity, both foreign and domeftic, with which the na
fpiracy. tion was bleft, nothing could be more furprifing than the difcovery of a confpiracy 

to fubvert the government, and to fix on the throne of England Arabella Stuart, 
a near relation of the King, and defcended equally from Henry VII. Every thing 
remains frill myfterous in this confpiracy; and hifrory can give us no clue to un
ravel it. Vvatfon and Clarke, two catholic priefis, were accufed of the plot : 
Lord Grey, a puritan: Lord Cob ham, a thoughtlefs man, of no fixt principle : 
And Sir Waiter Raleigh, fufpeCl:ed to be of that philofophical feet, who were then 
extremely rare in England, and who have fince received the appellation of free
thinkers. Together with thefe, Mr. Broke, brother to Lord Cobham, Sir Griffin 
Markham, Mr. Copley, Sir Edward Parham. What cement could unite men of 
fuch difcordant principles in fo dangerous a combination ; what end they pro
pofed, or what means proportioned to an undertaking of this nature, has never yet 
been explained, and cannot eafily be imagined. As Raleigh, Grey, and Cobham 
were commonly believed, after the ~1een's death, to have oppofed proclaiming 
the King, till conditions .fhould be made with him ; they were, upon that, as well 
as other accounts, extremely obnoxious to the court and miniftry ; and people 
were apt, at firfi, to fufpeB:, that the plot was merely a contrivance of Secretary 
Cecil, to get rid of his old confederates, now become his moft inveterate enemies. 
But the confeffion, as well as trial of the criminals, put the m:1tter beyond all 
doubt. And tho' no one could find any marks of a concerted enterprize, it ap
peared, that men of furious and ambitious fpirits, meeting frequently together, 
and believing all the world difcontented like themfelves, had entenained • 1 f cri
minal projects, and had even entered, fome of them at leaft, into a correfpondence 
with Aremberg, the French ambaffadqr, in order to give difturbance to the new 
fettlement. 

THE two priefts * and Broket were executed : Cobham, Grey, and l\1arkham 
were pardoned t, after they had laid their heads upon the block. R aleigh too was 
reprieved, not pardoned; and he remained in confinement many years afterwards. 

IT appears from Sully's Memoirs, that Rateigh fecretly offered his fervices to 
the French ambaffador; and we may thence prefume, that, meeting with a re
pulfe from that quarter, he had recourfe, for the fame unwarrantable purpofe:, 

November 29. t December 5. 
to 

t December 9· 
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to the Flemilh n1inifter. Such a conjecture we ara now enabled to form ; but it 
muft be confelfed, that, on his trial, there appeared no proof of this tranfatl:ion, 
nor indeed any circumftance which could juftify his condemnation. He was 
accufed by Cobham alone, in a fudden fit of paffion, upon hearing, that Raleigh, 
when examined, had pointed out fome circmnftances, by which Cobham's guilt 
might be known and afcertained. This accufation Cobham afterwards retracted ; 
and foon after, retracted his retraB:ation. Yet, upon the written evidence of this 
fingle witnefs, a m~m of no honour nor underfranding, and fo contradictory in his 
tefrimony ; not confronted with Raleigh; not fupported by any concurring cir
cumftance; was that great man, contrary to all law and equity, found guilty by 
the jury. His name was at that time extremely odious in England ; and every 
man was plea fed to give fentence againfi the capital enemy of Effex, the favourite 
of the people. 

SrR Edward Coke, the famous lawyer, then attorney-general, managed the caufe 
for the crown, and threw out on Raleigh fuch grofs abufe, as n1ay be deemed a 
great reflection, not only on his own memory, but even, in fome degree, on the 
manners of that age. Traitor, monfrer, viper, and fpider of hell, are the tenus> 
which he employs againfl: one of the moft illuftrious men of the kingdom, who 
was under trial for life and fortune, and who defended himfelf with furprifing 
temper, eloquence, and courage. 

Chap. I. 
l l 0 3· 

THE next occupation of the King was entirely according to his heart's content. 16o4• He was now employed in dictating magiil:erially to an alfembly of divines con-
cerning points of faith and difcipline, and in receiving the applaufes of thefe holy 
men for his fuperior zeal and learning. The religious difputes between the church 
and the puritans had induced him to call a conference at Hampton-court, under 
pretence of finding expedients, which might reconcile both parties. 

THo' the feverities of Elizabeth towards the Catholics had much weakened that party, whofe genius was averfe to the prevailing fpirit of the nation; like feverities had had fo li~tle · nfluence on the puritans, who were encouraged by that fpi
rit, that no lefs than feven hundred and fifty clergymen of that party figned a petition to the King on his acceffion ; and many more feemed willing to adhere 
to it. They all hoped, that J ames, having received his education in Scotland, 
and having ever profeffed an attachment to the church eftablifhed there, would 
at leaft abate the rigour of the laws enacted againft puritans; if he did not !how 
then1 more particular grace and encouragement. But the King's difpofition had 
taken frrongly a contrary byafs. The more he knew the puritanical clergy, the 
lefs favour he bore them. He had remarked in their Scotch brethren a violent 

urn 
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turn towarjs republicanifm, and a zealous attachment to civil liberty; principles 
nearly allied to that religious enthufiafm, with which they were aCtuated. He 
had found, that being moftly perfons of low birth and mean education, the fame 
lofty pretenfions, which attended them in their familiar addreffes to their Maker, 
of whom they believed themfelves the peculiar favourites, induced them to ufe 
the utmoft freedoms with their earthly fovereign. In both capacities, of monarch 
and of theologian, be had experienced the little complaifance, which they were 
difpofed to fhow him ; whilft they controuled his commands, difputed his te
nets, and to his face, before the whole people, cenfured his conduct and beha
viour. If he had fubmitted to the indignity of courting their favour, he trea
fured up the ftron.;er refentment againft them, and was determined to make them 
feel, in their turn, the weight of his authority. Tho' he had often met with re
fiftance and faction and obftinacy in the Scotch nobility, he retained no ill-will to 

that order ; or rather fhowed them favour and kindnefs in England, beyond 
what reafon and found policy could well juftify : But the afcendant, which the 
prefuyterian clergy had afiumed over him, was what ~is monarchical pride could 
never thoroughly digeft. 

l-IE dreaded likewife the popularity, which attended this order of men in both 
kingdoms. As ufelefs auilerities and felf-denial are imagined, in many religions, 
to render us acceptable to a benevolent Being, who created us folely for happinefs, 
.J ames remarke~.l, tlut the ruftic feverity of thefe clergymen and of their whole feet 
had given them, in the eyes of the multitude, the appearance of fanB:ity and vir
tue. Strongly inclined himfelf to n1irth and wine and fports of all kinds, heap"':! 
prehendcd their cenfure for his manner of life, free and difengaged. And, being 
thus ave1 fe) from temper as well as policy, to the feet of puritans, he was refolved, 
if poffible, to prevent its further growth in England. · 

BuT it was the charaCter of James's. councils, throuohout his whole reio-n 
b b , 

that they were more wife and equitable, in their end, than prudent and political, 
in the means. Tho' juftly fenfible, that no part of civil adminiftration required 
greater care or a nicer judgment than the conduCt of religious parties, who!e va
rious geniufe~, affections and antipathies, have fo mighty an influence on public af
fairs; he had not perceived, that in the fame proportion as this practical know lege 
of theology is requifite, the fpeculative refinements in it are mean, and even dan
gerous in a monarch. By entering zealouOy into frivolous difputes, J ames o-ave 
them an air of importance and dignity, which they could not otherwife hav: ac
quire~i ; and being himfelf inlifted in the quarrel, he could no lonoer have recourfe 
to contempt and ridicule, the only proper method of appeafing it. b The church of 
England had not yet abandoned the rigid doCtrines of grace and predeflination : 

The 
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The puritans had not yet totally feparated themfelves from the church, nor open- Chap I. 

ICOf· 
ly renounced epifcopacy. Tho' the fpirit of the parties was confiderably diffe-rent, the only apparent fubjetl:s of difpute were concerning the crofs in baptifm, the ring in marriage, the ufe of the furplice, and the bowing at the name of Je-fus. Thefe were the n1ighty queftions, which were folemnly agitated in the con- S.~:1ference at fer~ce at Hampton-court between fome bifhops and dignified clergymen on the ~~~~~:torone hand, and fomc leaders of the puritan party on the other; the king and his minifl:ers being prefent. 

THE puritans were here fo unreafonable as to complain of a partial and unfair 4th of J:.mU: .. management of the difpute; as if the fearch after truth were in any degree the ob- ary. ject of fuch conferences, and a candid indifference, fo rare even among private in-qt irers, in philofophical queftions, could ever be expected among princes and pre-lates, in a theological controverfy. The King, it muft be confeffed, from the be-ginning of the Conference, fhowed the ftrongeft propenfity to the eftablifhed church, and frequently inculcated a maxim, which, tho' it has fome foundation, is to be received with great limitations, No BISHOP, No KrNG. The bilhops, in their turn, were very liberal of their praifes towards the royal difputant; and the Archbifhop of Canterbury faid, that undoubtedly his Majefly jpoke by the JPe-.cial a./fzjlance of God's JPirit. A few alterations in the liturgy were agreed to, and both parties feparated with mutual diffatisfatl:ion. 
IT had frequently been the practice of puritanical clergymen to form together certain affemblies, which they called prophefyings; where alternately, as moved by the fpirit, they difplayed their pious zeal in prayers and exhortations, and raifed their own enthufiafm, as well as that of their audience, to the higheft pitch, from that focial contagion, which has fo mighty an influence on holy fervours, and from the mutual emulation, which arofe in thofe trials of religious eloquence. Such dangerous focieties had been fuppreffed by Elizabeth; and the miniflers in this conference n1oved the King for their revival. But J ames fharply replied. If you aim at a Scottifh prejb)1tery, it agrets as well with monarchy as God and the devil. fl'here Jack and Tom and Will and Dick jhall meet and cenjitre me and my council. Therefore I rei'erate my former fpeech. Le Roi s'avifera. Stay, I pray, for one feven years before you demand; and then, if you find me gro:v pt!rjie and fat , I may percbance hearken unto you. For that got·ernment will keep me in breath, cmd give me work enough. Such were the political confiderations, which determined the King in his choice among religious parties. 

THE next aifembly, in which J ames difplayed his learning and eloquence, was A 
1
. d r fi · . f · . 'fh d par 1ament. 

{)ne, that !howe 10me more p1nt o liberty than appeared among h1s b1 ops an theologians. The parliament was now ready to affcmble; being fo Long delayed on . arch ICJ. VoL. I. C account 
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account of the plague, which had broke out in Lon~on, an~ ~aged to fuch ~ de· 
gree, that 3o,ooo perfons are computed to hav~ d~e? of It 1n a year; tho the 
City contained at that time only about I so,ooo Inhabitants. 

THE fpeech, which the King made on opening the parliament, difpb.ys fully 
his character, and proves him to have poffeffed mure knowlege and greater parts 
than prudence or ;;my juft fenfe of decorum and propriety. Tho' few writings of 
that age furpafs this fpeech either in ftyle or n1atter; it wants th:1t majefl:ic bre ... 
vity and referve, which becomes a king in his addreffes to the great council of 
the nation. It contains, however, a very remarkable fl:roke of candor, where he 

confeffes his too great facility in yielding to the follicitations of fuitors : A faul~, 
which he promifes to correct, but which adhered to hin1, and difl:refied him, dur-

ing the whole courfe of his reign. 
THE fidl: bufinefs, in which the commons were engaged, was of the utmo!l: 

importance to the prefervation of their privileges ; and neither temper .nor refo

lution were wanting in their conduCt of it. 

IN former periods of the Englifh government, the houfe of commons were of 
fo fmall weight in the balance of the conftitution, that little attention h:1d been gi
ven, either by the crown, the people, or the houfe itfelf, to the choice and con
tinuance of the members. It had been ufual, after parliaments were prolonged 
beyond one feffion, for the chancellor to exert a difcretionary authority, of iffu
ing new writs to fupply the place of any members, whom he judged incapable 
of attending, either on account of their employment, their ficknefs, or other im
pediment. 1'his praCtice gave that minifl:er, and confequently the prince, an un
limited power of garbling at pleafure the reprefentatives of the nation ; yet fo 
little jealoufy had it created, that the con--mons, of themfelves, without any court
influence or intrigue, and contrary to fome former votes of their own, confirmed 
it in the twenty third of Elizabeth*. At that time, tho' fome members, whof~ 
place had been fupplied on account of ficknefs, having now recovered their health, 
ap eared in the houfe, and claimed their feat ; fuch vas the authority of t e chan
cellor, that merely out of refpeB: to him, his fentence was adhered to, and the new 
members were continu .d in th ir places. Here a moft dangerous prerogative was 
conferred on the crown : But to fi10w the genius of that age, or rather the channels 
in which power then ran, the crown put very little value on this authority; info
rnuch, that two days afterwards, the chancellor, of himfelf, refigned it back to the 
commons, and gave them power to judge of a particular vacJncy in their houfe .. 
And when the qudtion, concerning the chancellor's new writs, was again brought 
on tr.e carpet towards the end of the feffion, the eo m mons were fo little terrified at 

the 
* Journ. January 19, 1580. 
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the precedent, that, tho' they re-admitted fome old members, whofe feats had been 
vacated, on account of flight indifpofitions, yet they confirmed the chancellor's fen

tence, in inftances where the diftemper appeared dangerous and incurable*. Nor 
did they proceed any farther, in vindication of their privileges, than to vote, that 
during the fitting of parliament, there do not, at any time, any writ go out for the 

choofing or returning any member, without the warrant of the houft. In Elizabeth's 
reign, we may remark, and the reigns preceding, feffions of parliament ufually 
continued not above the twelfth part fo long as the vacations : and during the lat
ter, the chancellor's power, if he pleafed to exert it, was ftillleft, by this vote, 
as unli1nited and unreftrained as ever. 

IN a fubfequent parliament, the abfolute authority of the QEeen was exerted 
in a manner frill more open; and began for the firft time to give alarm to the 
commons; New writs having been iffued by the chancellor, when there was 
no va~ancy, and a controverfy arifing upon that incident; the ~een fent a mef
fage to the lioufe, informing them, that it was impertinent for them to deal in 
fuch n1atters. Thefe queftions, fhe faid, belonged only to the chancellor; and 
fhe had appointed him to confer with the judges, in order to fettle all difputes 
with regard to eleCtions. The commons had the courage, a few days after, to 

vote, " That it was a moft perilous pre edent, where two knights of a county 
'' were duly elected, if any new writ !hould iffue out for a fecond election, with
" out order of the houfe itfelf; that the difcuffing and ad judging of this and 
'' fuch ltke differences belonged only to the houfe ; and that there fhould be no 
«' meffage fent to the Lord chancellor, not fo much as to enquire what he had 

" done in the matter, becaufe it was conceived to be a matter derogatory to the 
'' power and privilege of the houfe t." This is the moft confiderable, and al
moft only inftance of parliamentary liberty, which occurs, during the reign of 

that Princefs. 
OuTLAws, whether on account of debts or crimes, had been declared by the 

judges :t:, incapa le of a feat in the houfe, where they muft themfelves be law
givers: But this opinion of the judges had been frequently over-ruled. I find, 
however, in the cafe of Vaughan I!, who was q\leftioned for an outlawry, that, 
having proved all his debts to have been contraCted for furetifhip, and to have 
been,- n1ofl: of them, honeftly compounded, he was allowed, on account of thefe 

favourable circumftances, frill to keep his fea~: Which plainly fuppofes, that, 
otherwife, it would have been vacated, on accovnt of the outlawry.§ 

WHEN 

. " Journ. March t8, I s8o. See farther D'Ewes, P· 430· t Ibid. P· 397. 
t 39 H. vi. 11 Journ. Feb. 8, I s8o. 

§ In a fubfequent Parliament that of the 3, th of the <l!!een, the Commons, after great debate, 
(:xprefl.y voted, that a perfon out-lawed might be eleaed. D'Ewes, p. 5 18. But as the matter had been 

C3 ~~ 
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WHEN James fummoned this parliament, he iffued a proclamation*; where 
among many general advices, which, like a kind tutor, he beftowed on his peo
ple·, he ftrictly charges them not to chufe any outlaw for their reprefentati ve. 
And he adds ; 1f any perfon take upo;z him the place of knight, citizen, or burgefs, 
not being duly eletled, according to the laws and jlatutes in that behalf provided, and 
according to the purport, eJfeft, and true meaning of this our proclamation, then every 
petfon fo offending, to be fined or imprifoned for the fame. A proclamation here was 
plainly put on the fame footing with a law, and that in fo delicate a point as the 
right of elections: ' Mofl: alarming circumftances,' had there not been reafon to be
lieve, that this n1eafure, being entered into fo early in the King's reign, pro
ceeded more from precipitation and miftake, than from any ferious defign of in
vading the privileges of his parliament t. 

SIR Francis Goodwin was chofen member for the county of Bucks; and his 
return, as ufuaJ, was made into chancery. The chancellor, pronouncing hin1 
an outlaw, vacated his feat, an3 iffued writs for a new election. Sir John For
tifcue was chofen in his place by the county : But the firft act of the houfe was 
to reverfe the chancellor's fentence, and reftore Sir Francis to his feat. At the 
King's inftigation, the lords defired a conference on this fubject ; but were abfo-

. lutely refufed by the commons, as the queftion regarded entirely their own pri .. 
vi1eges. They agreed, however, to make a remonftrance to the King by the mouth 
of their fpeaker; where they maintained, that, tho' the returns were by form 
made into chancery, yet the foie right of judging with regard to elections belong
ed to the houfe itfelf, not to the chancellor. J ames was not fatisfied, and ordered 
a conference between the houfe and the judges, whofe opinion in this cafe was op
pofite to that of the commons. This conference, he faid, he corn manded as an 
abfolute king j:; an epithet we are apt to imagine, not very grateful to Englifu 

ears, 
much contefled, the King might think the vote of the Houfe no law, and might efteem his own deci
:fion of more weight than theirs. We may alfo fuppofe, that he was not acquainted with this vote. 
OEeen Elizabeth in her fpeech to her laft Parliament complained of their adm "tting out aws, and re
prefents that conduct of the Houfe as a great abufe. 

• Jan. I 1, 1604. 
t The duke of Sully tells us, that it was a maxim of James, that no Prince in the firft year of his 

reign fhould begin any confiderablc undertaking. A maxim very reafonable in itfelf, anJ very fuitable 
t 'l his cautious, if not timid character. The facility, with which he departed from thi& pretenfion is 
another proof, that his meaning was innocent. But had the privileges of Parliament been at that time 
exacUy afcertained, or royal power fully limited, could fuch an imagination ever have been entertain
ed by him, as to think, tJ1at his proclamations could regulate parliamentary elections. 

+ Sir Charles Cornwallis the King's ambaffador at Madrid, when preffed by the Duke of Lerma to 
inter into a league with Spain, faid to that minifrer; Tho' his Maje/ly 'WaJ an abfolute king, and there

jure mt bomzd to gi'Ve a?J ac,ount to mry, of his atliom ; yet that /o gracious ani regardful a prince he rwar 

o/ 
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ears, but one to which they had already been fomewhat accufl:omed from the 
mouth of Elizabeth*. I-Ie added, 'That all their privileges were deri·vcd from IJiJ 
grant, and ho "ed they would not turn them again.fl him; a fentiment, \\ hich, from 
her conduct, it is certain, that Princefs had alfo entertai.ned, and which was the 
reigning principle of her courtiers and minifters, and the fpring of all her admi
niftration. 

THE commons were in fome perplexity. Their eyes were now opened, and 
they faw the confequences of that power, which had been affumed by the chan
cellor, and to which their predeceffors had, in fome inftan~es, blindly fubmitted. 
By this courfe, i1id a member, the free eletlion of the counties is tal.en away, and 
none Jhall be chofen but Juch as fhall pleafe the IGng and council. L~t us, therefore, 
with fortitude, zmderjfanding, andjincerity, feek to maintain our privilege. This can
not be ccnflrued any contempt in us, but merely a maintenance of our common rights, 
which our anceflors have left us, and which it is jufl and fit for us to tranfinit to our 
poflerity. Another fa id, 'I'his may be called a quo warranto to feize all our liberties. 
A chancellor, added a third, by this courfe may call a parliament, confifling of what per/ons 
he pleafes. · Any fugge.ftion, by any perfon, may be the caufe of fending a new writ. It is 
come to this plain que.ftion, whether the chancery or parliam~nt ought to have authorityr. 

NoTWITHSTANDING this watchful fpirit of liberty, which now appeared in 
the commons, their deference for maje!l:y was fo great, that they a.?pr)L1ted a 
committee to confer with the judges before the King and counci~ .. ; There the 
queftion of law began to appear, in J ames's eyes, a little more doubtful than he 
had hitherto imagined it; and in order to bring himfelf off with fome honour, he 

propofed, 
if the lorve and co1ztmt1n;nt of his own.fubjells, as I a;ffured n')/e/f he would not think it fit t r; do auy tbil:g 
if .fo great con/equence without acquainting them :u.:ith hiJ intentions. Winwood, Vol. 2. p . 222. Sir \V al
ter Raleigh has this paffage in the preface to his hiftory of the world. Philip II. by jit·otJg h 111d and maitz 
fwce, attemjted to m ke him'e!f, mt onfy an abfolute monarch over the Netherlat:ds, like unto tl~e kin~s 
and monarchs if Englawl an·f France, hut Turk-lzkt to tread under his ft tall their 1zatural a•:d fun c!a
mmtalla<v.'s, prirvi/eges and a11rient r/gl,ts. We may infer from thefe paffages, ei t..er that the word 
ahfolute bore a different fenfe fi·om what it doe3 at prefent, or that men's ideas of the Englilh govern
ment were then different. This latter inference feems jufter. The word being derived from the Ffench, 
bore always the fame fenfc as in that language. An abfolute monarchy in Charles I's a. fwer tot .e 
nineteen propofitions is oppofed to a limited : and the King of Engbnd is acknowleged not to be ab
folate. So much had matters changed e\·en before the civil war. In Sir John Fortefcue's treatife of 
abfolute and .limited monarchy, a book wrote in the reign of Edward the IVth, the word ahfilute is 
taken in the fame fenfe as at prefcnt; and the government of Et~ gland is fai not to be abfolute. They 
were the princes of the houfe of Tudor chiefly, who introduced h.at adminiftration, which had the ap
pearance of abfolute government. The princes before them \Vere re:lrained by the barons; as thofc 
after them by the Houfe of Commons. The people had, proper;y fp eaking, little liberty in either 
government, but the lcaft, in the more antient go\'emment. 

* Cam den in Kennet, P· 3 7 5. 
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propofed, that both Goodwin and Fortefcue fhould be fet aflde, and awrit b~ iffued, 
by warrant of the houfe, for a new eleCtion. The commons en1braced tl11s expe
dient ; but in fuch a manner, that, while they fhowed their regard for the King, 
they fecun~d, for the future, the free poffeffion of their feats, and the right, which 
they claimed, of judging folely in th ir own eleftions and returns. 

A PowER like this, fo effential to the exercife of all their other powers, themfelves 
fo e!fcntial to public liberty, cannot fairly be deemed an encroachment in the com
tnons ; but muft be regarded as an inher~nr privilege, happily refcued from that 
ambiguity, which the negligence of fame forn1er parliaments had thrown upon it. 

AT the fame time, the commons, in the cafe of Sir Thomas Shirley, efta
blifhed their power of punifhing, as well the perfons at whofe fuit any n1ember is 
arrefrrtl, as the officers, who tither arreft or detain him. Their afferting of this 
privilege admits of the f:1me reflection. 

Anou T this period, the minds of n1en, throughout all Europe, bu~ efpecially 
in England, feem to have undergone a general, but infenfible revolution. Tho" 
letters had been revived in the preceding age, they had been little cultivated be
yond the limits of the college; nor had they, till now, begun to fpread them
felves, in any degree, among men of the world. Arts, both n1echanical and libe
ral, were every day receiving great improvements. Navigation had extended itfe1f 
over the whole globe. Travelling was fecure and agreeable. And the general 
fyftem of politics, in Europe, was become more enlarged and comprehenfive. 

IN confequence of this univerfal fermentation, the ideas of men enlarged them
felves en all fides; and the feveral conftituent parts of the gothic governments, 
which feem to have lain afleep for fo many ages, began, every where, to operate 
and encroach on each other. On the continent, where the neceffity of difcipline 
had begot mercenary armies, the prince commonly eftablifhed an unlimited au
thority, and overpowered, by force or intrigue, the liberties of the people. In 
England, the love of freedom, which, unlefs checked, flourifhes extremely in all 
liberal natures, acquired new force, and was regulated by more enlarged views, 
fuitable to that cultivated underfbnding, which became, every day, rnore common 
among men of birth and education. A familiar ~cquaintance with the preciou; 
remains of antiquity excited in every generous breafl: a paffion for a limited conftitu
tion, and begot an emulation of thofe manly virtues, which the Greek and Roman 
authors, by fuch animating examples, as well as pathetic expreffions, recommend 
to us. The f( ere tho' popular government of Elizabeth had confined this rifino-

o fpirit within ve1 y narrow bounds : But when a new and a foreign family fucceeded 
to the throne, and a prince lefs dreaded and lefs beloved; fymptoms immediately 
appeared of a more free and independent genius in the nation. ' 

HAP• 
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liAPPILY this Prince poffeffed neither fufficient capacity to perceive the altera
tion, nor fuffic ient art and vigour to check it in its early advances. Jealous of regal, 
becaufe confcious of little perfimal authority, he had eftablin1ed within his own 
mind a rpenlative fyftcm of abfolute government, which few of his fubjccts, he 
believed, and none but traitars and rebels, would make any fcruple to admit. On 
which.-ever fide he cafl: his tyes, every thing concurred to encourage his prejurlices. 
\Nhen ·he compared himfelf with the other hereditary fovcreigns of Europe, he ima
gined, that, as he bore the f<une rank, he was in titled to equal prerogatives ; not 
conudering the innovations lately introdGced by them, and the military force, 
by which th ir at.thority was fupporred. In England, that power, almoft un
limited, which had been exercifed for above a century, efpecially during the late 
reign, he afcri ed folely to royal birth and title; not to the prudence and fpirit of 
the monarchs, nor to the conjunCtures of the times. Even the oppofition, which 
he had fl:ruggl d \\ ith in Scotland, encouraged him fiill farther in his favourite no
tions; while he there faw, that the fame refif1ance, which op poied regal authority, 
violated all 1. w and order, and made way, either for the ravages of a barbarous no
bility, or for t11e more it. tolerable infolence of feditious preachers. In his own 
perfon, therefore, he thought all legal power to be centered, by an hereditary 
and a divine right: And this opinion might have proved dangerous, if not fatal, 
to liberty ; had not the firmnefs of the perfuafion, and its feeming evidence, 
induced him to truft folely to his right, without making the fmalleil: provifion 
either of force or politics, in order to fupport it. 

S u eH were the oppofite difpofitions of par1iaf!1ent and prince, at the commence
ment of the Scottifh line; difpofitions juft beginning to exifl: and to appear in the 
parliament, but thoroughly eftablifhed and openly avowed on the part of the prince. 

THE fpirit and judgment of the houfe of cq_mmons appeared, not only in de
fence of their own privileges, but alfo in their endeavour, tho', at this tin1e, in 
vain, to free trade from thofe fuackles, which the high exertell prerogative, and 
even, in this r.efpecr, the ill~judged tyranny of Elizabeth, had impofed upon it. 

J AM:ES had alrea , of his own accord, called in all the numerous patents for 
monopolies, which had been granted by his predeceffor, and which fettered ex· 
tremely every fpecies of domeft ic indufiry : But the exdufive companies ftill re
mained; another fpecies of monopoly, by which almoC[ all foreign trade, except 
that to France, was brought into the h~nds of a few rapacious engroffers, alld all 
profpeB: of future improvement in con.merce was for ever facrificed to a little tem
porary advantage of the fovereign. Thefe companies, tho' arbitrarily ereCted, had 
carried their privileges fo far, that the whole commerce of England was centered 
in London; and it appears, that the cuitoms of th t port amounted to 1 'o,ooo l. 
a. year, w bile thofe of all the kingdom be fide yielded on! y feven teen tho ufand. 

Nay, 
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Nay, the whole trade of London was confined to about zoo citi~en~, who were 
eaGiy enabled, by combining among themfelves, to fix what~ver pnce t.hey pleafed 
both to the exports and imports of the nation. The commmee, ,"PP~Inted to ~X· 
amine this enormous grievance, the greatdl. vhich we read of m Engiifl1 ftory, tn· 
.fifi on it as a fact well known and avowed, however contrary to the pr-.fent received 
opinion, that thipping and feamen had fen.fi bly decayed during all the preceding 
r;ign *. And tho' nothing be more common, than complaints of the decay of com
merce, even during the mofl: Bourithing periods; yet is this a confequence which 
might naturally refui t from fuch arbitrary eft:ablithments, at a time when the trade of 
all the other nations of Europe, except that of Scotland, enjoyed full liberty and 
indulgence. 

WHILE the commons were thus attempting to give liberty to the trading part 
of the nation, they alto endeavoured to free the landed intereft from the burthen 
of wardfhips, and to remove thofe remains of the feudal tenures, under which the 
nation ft:illlaboured. A juft regard was fhown to the crown in the whole conduct 
of this affair; nor was the remedy, fought for, con!idered as a matter of right, 
but merely of grace and favour. The profit, which the King reaped both from 
wards and from refpite of homage, was eftimated; and it was propofed to com
pound for thefe prerogatives by a fecure and independent revenue. But after feme 
debates in the houfe, and feme conferences with the lords, the affair was found 
to contain more difficulties than could eafily, at that tirne, be furmounted; and 
it was not then brought to any conclufion. 

THE fame fate attended an attempt of a like nature, to free the nation from 
the burthen of purveyance; an old prerogative in the crown, by which the offi
cers of the houfhold were empowered to take, without confent of the owner's 
provi!ions for the King's family, and carts and horfes for the removal of his bao--

o gage, upon paying a certain ftated price for them. This prerogative had been 
much abufed by the purveyors; and the commons fhewed feme intention to offer• 
the King fifty thoufand pounds a-year for the abolition of it. 

ANOTHER affair of the utmoft confequence was brought befOre this parliament, 
where the commons !hewed a greater fpirit of independence than any true judg
ment of national intereft. The union of the two kingdoms was very zealoully, 
and even impatiently urged by the King. He juftly regarded it as the peculiar 
felicity of his reign, that he had terminated the bloody animofities of thefe hoftile 
nations, and had reduced the whole illand under one empire; enjoying tranquillity 
within itfelf, and fecurity from all foreign invafion. He hoped, that, while his 

fubjects • A remonllrance from the Trinity-houfe, in 16oz, fays, that in a liulc above twelve years after ·88 
the fhipping and number of feamen in England decayed about a third part. Anglefey's happy~~ . ' 
ftate of England, p. 128. from Sir Julius C~far's collections. u me 
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fubjeCl:s of both kingdoms reflected on paft difafiers, befides regarding his perfon C1Bp. J. as infinitely precious, they would entertain the ftrongefi: defire of fecuring them- ' 60+~ 
fel ves againft the return of like calamities, by a thorough union of la\ s, parli -
ments and privileges. He confidered not, that this very refleCtion operated, as 
yet, in a contrary manner, on men's prejudices, and ke )t alive that mutual hatred 
between the nations, which had been carried to the bigheft extremity, and r.,quir-
ed time to allay it. The more urgent the King appeared in promoting fo ulefu 
a meafure, the more backward was the Englifh parliament in conct rr'n f w'id 
him ; while they afcribed his exceffive zeal to that partiali-ty, in f. vot .. r of his an-
tient fubjeB:s, of which, they thought, that, on other occafions, they had reafon to 
complain. Their complaif:1nce for the King, therefore, carried them no farther 
than to appoint forty-four Engliili to meet with thirty-one Scotc commiflioners, 
in order to deliberate concerning the te~ms of an union ; but without any p ·wer 
of making advances towards the eftahlifhment of it. 

THE fame fpirit of independence, and perhaps not better judgment, appeared 
in the houfe of commons, when the quefiion of fupply was brought before them, 
by fome members, who were attached to the court. In vain was it urged, that, 
tho' the King received a fupply, which had been voted to Elizabeth, and which 
had not been collected before her death; yet he found it burthened with a debt 
contracted by the ~1een, equal to the full amount of it: That peace was not yet 
thoroughly concluded with Spain, and that Ireland was fiill expenGve to him: 
That on his journey from Scotland, amidft fuch an imm~nfe concourfe of people, 
and on that of the ~een and royal family, he had expended confid~rable fums: 
And that, as the courtiers had looked for greater liberalities from the Prince on 
his acceffion, and had impofed on his generou~ nature; fo the Prince, in his turn, 
would exp a, at the beginning, fome n1ark of duty and attachment from his peo
ple, and fome confideration of his neceffities. No impreffion was made on the 
houfe of commons by thefe topics; and the majority appeared fully determined 
to refufe all fupply. The burthen of the government, at that time, lay furpri
fing1y light upon the peop e: And that very reafon, which to us, at this difrance, 
may feem a motive for generofity, was the real caufe why the parliament was, on 
all occafions, fo remarkably frugal and referved. They were not, as yet, accuf
tomed to open their purfes in fo liberal a manner as their fucceifors, in order to 
fupply the wants of their fovereign; and the fmalleft demand, however requifite, 
appe4red in their eyes unreafonable and exorbitant. 

IN order to cover a difappointment, which might bear a bad conftruct:ion both at 
home and abroad, J ames fent a meffage to the houfe, where he told them, that lie 
defired no fupply ; and he was very forward fn refufing what was never offered him. 
Soon after, he prorogued the parlian1ent, not without difcovering, in his fpeech, 7th of July. VoL. I. D . vifible 
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vifible marks of diffi1tisfaB:ion. Even fo early in his reign, he faw reafon to make 
public complaints of the reftlefs and encroaching fpiri t ?f ~he puritanical party, 
and of the malevolence, with which they endeavoured to mfp1re the commons. 

THrs fummer, the peace with Spain was finally concluded, and was Dgned by the 
Spanifh minifters at London. In the conferences, preparatory to this treaty, the 
nations were found to have fo few claims on each other, that, except on account of 
the fupport given by England to the low country provi~ces, the war might. ~ppear 
to have been continued more on account of perfonal ammofity between Ph1hp and 
Elizabeth, than any contrariety of political interefts between their fubjeCl:s. Some 
articles in the treaty, which feem prejudicial to the Dutch commonwealth, were never 
executed by the King ; and as the Spaniards made no complaints on that head, it 
appeared, that, by fecret agreement, thtfe articles were underftood in a different fenfe 
from what they feem naturally to bear. The Conftable of Caftile came into Eng
land to ratify the peace ; and on the part of England, the Earl of Hartford was fent 
into the Low Countries for the fame purpofe, and the Earl of Nottingham, Lord 
high admiral, into Spain. The train of the latter was numerous and fplendid ; and· 
the Spaniards, it is faid, were extremely furprifed, when they beheld the blooming 
countenances and graceful appearance of the Engli!h, whom their bigotry, inflamed 
by the priefts, had reprefented as fo many monfters and infernal demons. 

THo' England, by n1eans of her naval force, was perfectly fecure, during the 
latter years of the Spanifh war, J ames !hewed an extreme impatience to put an 
end to hoftilities ; and foon after his acceffion, before any terms of peace were 
concerted, or even propofed by Spain, he recalled all the letters of marque* which 
had been granted by ~1een Elizabeth. The Archduke Albert had made fmne 
advances of a like nature t, w hi eh invited the King to take this friendly ftep. But 
what is remarkable; in J ames's proclamation for that purpofe, he plainly fuppofes, 
that, as he had himfelf, while king of Scotland, always lived in amity with Spain, 
peace was attached to his perfon, and that merely by his acceffion to the crown 
of England, without any articles of treaty or agreement, he had ended the war 
between the kingdoms. This ignorance of the law of nations may appear furpri
fing in a Prince, who was thirty-fix years of age, and who had reigned from his 
infancy, did we not confider, that a king of Scotland, who lives in clofe ffiend!hip 
with England, has few tranfacl:ions to manage with foreign princes, and has little 
opportunity of acquiring experience. Unhappily for James, his timidity, his pre
judices, his indolence, his love of amufem nt, particularly of hunting, to which 
he was extremely addicted, ever prevented hitn from making any progrefs in the 
knowledge or praCtice of foreign politics, and in a little time dimini!hed that re .. 
gard, which a.ll the neighbouring nations had paid to ~ngland, during the reign 
of his predeceffor. C H A P~ 

t Grotii Annal. Lib. 12 .. 
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C H A P. II. 

Gun-powder conj}iracy.-A parliament.-7'ruce betwixt Spain and 
the United Provinces.-A parliament.-Death if the French 
King.-Arminianifin.-State of Ireland. 

E come now to relate an event, one of the moft memorable, which hiftory 
has conveyed to pofterity, and containing at once a fingular proof both of 

the ftrength and weaknefs of the human mind; its w1deft departure from morals, 
and its moft fieady attachment to religious prejudices. 'Tis the Gun-powder-trea-Jon of which I fpeak; a fact as certain as it appears incredible. 

Chap.II. 
160-t• 

THE Roman cat holies had expeCted great favour and indulgence on the accef- G un-powder lion of James, both as he was defcended fi-om Mary, who had facrificed her life confptracy. 
to their caufe, and as he himfelf, in his early youth, was believed to ~ave 1hown 
fome partiality towards them ; which nothing, they thought, but intereft and ne-
ceffity had fince reftrained. 'Tis pretended, that he had even entered into pofi-
tive engagements to tolerate their religion, fo foon as he fhould mount the throne 
of England; whether their credulity had interpreted in this fenfe fome obliging 
expreffions..of the King, or that he had employed fuch an artifice, in order to ren-
der them favourable to his title. Very foon they difcovered their miftake ; and 
were at once furprifed and enraged to find J ames, on all occafions, exprefs his in-
tention of executing ftriCl:ly the laws enacted againft them, and of perfevering in 
all the rigorous meafures of Elizabeth. Catefby, a gentleman of good parts and 
of an antient family, firfi: thought of a moft extraordinary method of revenge; 
and he opened his intention to Piercy, a defcendant of the illuftrious houfe 
of Northumberland. In one of their converfations with regard to the diftrefi: con-
dition of the catholics, Piercy having broke into a fally of paffion, and men-
tioned the affaffinating the King ; Catefby took the opportunity of revealing to 
him a nobler and more extenfive plan of treafon, which not only included a fllre 
execution of vengeance, but afforded fome hopes of reftoring the catholic religion 
in England. In vain, faid he, would you put an end to the King's life: He 
has children, who would fucceed both to his crown and to hi:s maxims of govern-
ment. In vain would you extinguifh the whole royal family: The nobility, the 
gentry, the parliament are all infetled with the fame herefy, and could raife to . 
the throne another prince and another family, who, befides their hatred to our .· 
religion. would be animated with revenge for the tragical death of their prede-

D 2 ceifors 
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ce!fors. To ferve any good purpofe, we muft deftroy, at one blow, the King, 
the royal family, the lords, the commons; and bury all our enemies in one com
mon ruin. Happily, they are all aifembled on the firfi: meeting of the Par1ia
n1ent ; and afford us the opportunity of glorious and uftful vengeance. Great 
preparations will not be requifite. A few of us, combining, may run a mine 
below the hall", in which they meet, and choofing the very moment when the 
Kina harangues both houfes, coniJgn o;ver to defn: ttion thefe dttermin d foes 0 ~ 

to all piety and religion. l\1ean while, we ourfelves ftanding aloof, fafe an un-
fufpected, fhall triumrh in being the inftruments of divine wr~t 1, an ! :fh.J! be
hold with pleafure thoie facrilegious walls, in which were paft the e. iiCts for pro
fcribing our church and butchering her children, toft into a thoufand fragmen s ; 

·while their impious inhabitants meditating perhaps frill new profecutions againft 
us, pafs from flames above to flames h .. low, there for ever to endure· the torments 
due to their offences * . 

. PIERCY was charn1ed with this project of C"tdhy; and they agreed to com
n1tmicate the matter to a few more, nd among the r l1: to Thom:1s \Vinter, 
whom they fent over to Flanders, in queft of Fawkes, an officer in the Spanifh 
fervice, with whofe zeal and courage they were all thoroughly acquainted. When 
they inlifted a new confpirator, if.l order to bind him to fecrecy, they always, 
together with an oath, employed the facrament, the mofi: facred rite of their re
ligion : And 'tis remarkaoJe, t.1at no one of thefe pious devotees ever entertain
ed the leaft compunction with regard to the cruel maffacre, which they projeB:
ed, of whatever was great and eminent in the nation. Some of them only were 
ftartled by the reflection, that of neceffity many catholics muft be prefent

1
; as 

fpetl:ators or attendants on the King, or as having feats in the houfe of peers : 
, But Tefmond, a jefuit, and Garnet, fuperior of that order in England, removed 

thefe fcrDp1es, and fhowed them how the interefts of religion required, that the 
inn cent lhould here be facrificed with the guilty. 

ALL this pailed in the fpring and fmnmer of the year 1 6o4 ; when the con
fpirators alfo hired a houfe in Piercy~s name, adjoining to that in which the par
liament ViaS to am~m le. Towards the end of that year they began their opera ... 
tions. That they 1night be lef" inte·rr 1pted, and give le[s fufpicion to the neigh
bourhood, they carried in ftute of provifions with them, and never defifted from 
their labour. Obftinate to their purpofe, and confirmed by paffion, by princi
ple, a. d by mutual exhortation, they little feared death in comparifon of a dif-. 
appointment; and having prcvided arms, together with the inftruments of their 
work, they refolved there to perifh in cafe of a difcovery. Their perfeverance ad-

* State Trials, vol. i. vanceq 
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vancea tLe ~orl·; and they ioon pierced the wall, tho' three y::trds in thicknefs; 
bt t on approaching the other fide, t 1ey were fomewhat fla:·tled with h ring{! 
~toift~ which they knew not how to accou t for. Upon inquiry, they found, 
that it came from the vault below th"' houfe of lords; that a m~g:::3ine of coa!s 
had been kept there; and tlut, as the coals were felling off~ the rault \'ould be 
Jet to the higheft bidder. The o 1portunity was immediately fl'ized; the place. 
hired by Piercy; tbirty~fix bt rrels of powder lodged in i[; the whole cove ed 
up with f3ggots and billets; the d< rs f the cell r bold! y f u1 g op"'n; 2nd ev'-ry 
body admitted, as if it contained nothing dar gerous. 

CoNFIDENT of fuccefs, they now b gm to look forw rd, and to plan th 
.remaining part of their project. T'he King, the ~een, I rincc Henry, wete all 
expected to be prefent at the opening · he parliament. he Duke, by r\. afon 
of his tender age, would be abff'nt; and it \ as refol ved, tl ~ Pi rcy fhould feize 
him, or afi~lflinate him. The fdnce(c; Elizabeth, a child Jike ife, was kept at 
Lord Harrington's houfe in \Varw'ck!11ire; and !r Ever~ r L igby, ~ ookv~·ood, 
Grant, b"'ing let into the confi-'iracy, ngaged to aifen1ble their fri nds, undfr 
pret nee of a hunting-m ttch, and ft:izing that Princef.c;~ immediately to proclain1 
her L1een. So tr~mfpo1 te. v ~re they wi .. h ra6e ag::tinfl: their adverfaries, and fo 
charmed ith the profp Ct of r~v nge, t at they forgot all c..: e oft eir own fafety ; 
and trufti 1g to the g nera conf tfion~ ~hi eh muft .refult from fo unexpecb:::d a 
blow, they 1orefaw uor, that ne fury of th 11eop t, no''J unreftrilii td by any aL • 

thority, n1uu: have turn 'ag inft t 1em, and v·ould p obab 1 1 ve fatia~ c itfelf, 
by an univerfal maffi ere f th C.lthohcs. 

THE day, fo lc)!l wifhed for, . ow approached, on wh'ch the parliament vas 
appointet~ o aill 1 1 . The dreadful ~ cret, t 10' cummunicat d to above t\ ·enty 
perfons, had been reiigioul1y kept, d 1ring the fpace of near a year ~nd ~ .. t: 
No remorfe, no pity, 1 o fear ot punifument, no hope of reward, had, as yet, in
duced any ne confpirator, either o ab· ndon the enterptize, or make a difcovery 
of it. The., oly fury ad ex ingui:fhcd in their breaft every other motive ; and 
it was an inc · .c ·etion at laf(, pro eed; ,g chiefly from thefe very bigotted preju
dice an cl parri· lities, w 1ch fa ved tl 1ation . 

.1 EN <'ays b ore then ~eting of the parliament, Lord Monteag1e1 a catholic, 
fon to Lord Morley, received the foHo\\ing letter, w hi eh had been de1ivered to his 
fervant by an ut nown 1and. l\~· Lord, Out of the love I bear to flme of ;•our 
friends, I bave a care of )'OUr prefervation. 'Lherefore I would advife you, as you ten-
der )'Our life, to devife feme excufe to jbift cif your attendance at this parliament. For 
God and mmz ha•vc concttrred to punijb the U'ickednefl of this time. And think not 
Jl;$htly of this advertifement ; but retire )OUrfelf into your country, wbere )Ott may 

6 exp. 
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Cha . I I. cxpec? tht event in fafety. For, tho' there be no appearance of any jlir, yet I fay, they 1605· will recei-ve a terrible blow, this parliament, and )'et they jhall not fee who hurts 

them. CJ:his council is not to be contemned, becaufe it may do you good, and can do you 
110 harm: For the danger is paft, as foon as you have burned the letter. And I hope 
God will give you the grace to make good ufe of it, to whtfe holy protection I com
mend you. 

MoNT EAGLE knew not what to make of this letter; and tho' inclined to think 
it a foolifh attempt to frighten and ridicule him, he judged it fafeft to carry it to 
Lord Saliibury, fecretary of ftate. Tho' Saliibury too was incli ned to give little 
attention to it, he thought proper to lay it before the King, who came to town a 
few days after. To the King, it appeared not fo light a matter ; and from the 
ferious earneft fiyle of the letter, he conjeB:ured, that it implied fomething 
very dangerous and important. A terrible blow and yet the authors concealed, a 
danger fo fudden and yet fo great, thefe circumftances feemed all to denote fon1e 
contrivance by gun-gowde:r; and it was thought advifable to infpect all the vaults 
below the houfes of parliament. 'This care belonged to the earl of Suffolk, Lord 
chamberlain; who purpofely delayed the fearch, till the day before the meeting of 
the parliament. He remarked thofe great piles of wood and faggots, which lay in 
the vault under the upper houfe ; and he caft his eye upon Fawkes, who fl:ood in a 
dark corner, and paffed himfelf for Piercy's fervant. That daring and determined 
courage, which fo much difiinguiihed this confpirator, even among thofe heroes 
in villany, was fully painted in his countenance, and was not paired unnoticed by 
the Lord chamberlain. Such a quantity alfo of fuel, for the ufe of one who lived 
fo little in town as Piercy, appeared a little extraordinary; and upon comparing 
all circumftances, it was refolved that a more thorow infpeB:ion fhould be made. 
About midnight, Sir Thomas Knevet, a juftice of peace, was fent with proper 
attendants; and before the door of the vault, finding Fawkes, ·who had j ufi finifhed 
all his preparations, he immediately feized him, and turning over the faggots, 
rlifcovered the powder. The matches and every thing pro er for fetting fire to 
the train were taken in Fawkes's pocket; who finding his guilt now app«rent, and 
feeing no refuge but in boldnefs and defpair, expre!fed the utmoft regret, that he 
had loft the opportunity of firing the powder at once, and of fweetening his own 
death by th~t of his en_emies. Befor~ th: council, he difplayed the fame intrepid 
firmnefs,. m1xt even w1th fcorn and dtfd~m; refuGng to difcover his accomplices, 
and ihewmg no concern but for the fatlure of the enterprize. This obfti nacy 
lafted for two or three days: But being confined to the Tower, left to refleCt: on 
his guilt and danger, and the rack being jufl: fhown to him; his courag~, fatigued 
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with fo long an effort, and unfupported by hope or foc=ety, at laft failed him; and Chap. II. 
he made a full difcovcry of all the confpirators. 160

5· 

CATESBY, Piercy, and the other criminals, who were in London; tho' they had 
heard of the alarm taken at the letter fe1 t ·to Monteagle, tho' they had heard of 
the lord chamberlain's fearch; yet were relolved to perfifl: to the utmoft, and never 
abandon their hopes of fuccefs *. But at laft, hearing that Fawkes was arrefted, 
they hurried away to Warwicldhire.; where Sir Everard Digby, making account 
that fuccefs had attended his cor. federates, was already in arms, in order to feize the 
princefs Elizabeth. She had efcnped into Coventry; and they were obliged to put 
themfelves on their defence againft the country, who were raifed from all quar
ters, and armed, by the .fheriffs. The confpirators, with all their attendants, 
never exceeded the number of eighty perfons; and being fi.1rrounded on every 
fide, could no longer entertain hopes, either of efcaping or prevailing. Having 
therefore confeffed themfelves, and received abfolution, they boldly prepared for 
death, and refolved to ftll their lives as dear as poffible to the affailants. But 
even this miferable confolation was ,~enied them. Some of their powder took fire~ 
and difabled them for defence. The people ruihed in upon them. Piercy and 
Catefby were killed w1th one ihot. Dig by, Rook wood, Winter, and others, being 
taken prifoners, were tried, confeffed their guilt, and died, as well as Garnet, by the 
hands of the executioner. 

NEITHER had the defperate fortune of the confpirators urged them to this en
terprize, nor had the former profligacy of their lives prepared them for fo great a 
crime. Before that audacious attempt, their conduCt feems, in genera], to be liable 
to no reproach. Catefby's character had entitled him to fuch regard, that Rook· 
wood and Digby were feduced by their implicite truft in his judgment ; and they 
declared, that, from the motive alone of friendfhip to him, they were ready, on any 
occafion, to have facrificed their lives. Digby himfelf was as highly efieemed and 
beloved as any man in England; and he had been particularly honoured with the 
good opinion of ~een Elizabeth. 'Twas bigotted zeal alone, the m oft abt urd of 
prejudices mafqued with reafon, the moft criminal of paffions covered with the 

appearance 

* Some hiftorians have imagined, that the King had fecret intelligence of the confpiracy, and that 
tbe letter to Monteagle was wrote by his direCtion, in order to obtain the fame of penetration in dif
covering the plot. But the known facts refute this fuppofition. That letter, being commonly talked 
of, might naturally have given an alarm to the confpirators, and made them contrive their efcape. 
The vifit of the Lord chamberlain ought to have had the fame effect. In fhort, it appears, that no 
body was arrefted or enquired after, for fome days, till Fawkes difcovered·their nam~s. We may 
infer, however, from a letter in vVinwood's l'v1emorials, vol. ii. that Salifuury's fagacity led the King 
iu his conjectures, and that the minifi:er, like an artful courtier, gave his mailer the praife of tl1e whole 
difcovery. 
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app"'arance of dut'y, which feduced them into n1eafures, that were fatal to themfelves, and had fo nearly proved fatal to their country. 

THE Lords Mordaunt and Sturton, two catholics, were fued, the former Io,ooo pounds, the latter 4-ooo, by the ftar-chamber; becaufe th~ir abfence from p~rlia .. 
ment had b~got a fufpicion of their being made acquainttd with the confpiracy .. The Earl or Northumberland was fined 30,ooo pounds, an.1. detained feveral years prifoner in the Tower; becaufe, among other grounds of fufp. cion, he had admitted Piercy into the number of gentle~en penfioners, without his taking tbe requi
fite oaths. Thefe fentences may be thought fomewhat a1bitrar1; : But fuch was the nature of all proceedings in the ftar-chamber. 

THE King, in his fpeech to the parliament, obferved, that, tho' religion had en
gaged the confpirators in fo criminal an attempt, yet ough we not to involve all the Roman catholics in the fame guilt, or fuppofe them eqmlly difpofed to commit fuch enormous barbaritiec;. Many holy men, he faid, and o.1r anceftors among the reH, had been feduced to concur with that church in her fchf>laftic doctrines ; who yet had never admitted her feditious principles, concernin~ the Pope's power of dethroning kings, or fanB:ifying affaffination. The wnth of heaven is denounced againft crimes, but innocent error n1ay obtain its favour; and nothing 

<;an be mo·re hateful than the uncharitablenefs of puritans, who condemn alike to eternal torments, even the moft inoffenfive profelytes to poptry. For his part, he added, that confpiracy, however atrocious, fhould never alter, in the Ieaft, his plan of government: While with one hand he punilhed guilt; wi:h the other, he would frill fupport and protect innocence. After this fpeech, he prorogued the parliament, till the 2 2d of January. 

THE moderation, and, I may fay, magnanimity, of the King, immediately after fo narrow an efcape from a moft deteftable confpiracy, was no way agreeable to his fubjeCts. Their animofity againft popery, even before this £rovocation, had rifen to a great pitch ; and it had perhaps been more prudent in J arr.es, by a little diffimulation, to have conformed himfelf to it. His theological learning, confirmed by difputation, had happily fixed his judgment in the proteftant fath; yet was his heart a little byailed by the allurements of Rome, and he had been extremely pleafed, if the making fame advances could have effected an union with thatartient mother-church. 
He fl:rove to abate the acrlmony of his own fubjeB:s againft the religion of their fathers: He became himfelf the objeCt of their diffidence ard averfion. What
ever rneafures he embraced; in Scotland to introduce prelacy, in England to inforce the authority of the prefent church, and fupport its rites and cremonies; were in
terpreted as fo many fteps towards popery, and were reprefented by the fanatical 

puritans 
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puritans as fymptoms of idolatry and fuperftition. Ignorant of the confequences, C a 1. II. 

or unwilling to facrifice to politics his inclination, which he called his confcience, 1605
· 

he perfevered in the fame meafures, and gave trufl: and preferment, almoft indif
ferently, to his catholic and proteftant fubjects. And finding his perfon, as well 
as his title, lefs obnoxious to the church of Rome, than thofe of Elizabeth, he gra-
dually abated the rigour of thofe laws, which had been enacted againft that church, 
and which were fo acceptable to his bigotted fubjects. ·But the effects of thefe 
difpofitions on both fides became not very fenfible, till towards the conclufion of 
his re'gn. 

AT this time, J ames feems to have poffeffed, in fome degree, the affections 
even of his Eng1iil1 fubjects, and in a pretty high degree, their efteem and regard. 
f itherto their complaints were chiefly levelled againft his too great conftancy in 
his early friendfhips; a quality, which, had it been attc ded with n1ore oeconomy, 
the wife would have excufed, and the candid would even, perhaps, have ap· laud
ed. His parts, which were not defpicable, and his learning, which was great, 
being highly extolled by his courtiers and gownmen, and not yet tried in the ma
nagement of any delicate affairs, for which he was unfit, raifed a very high idea 
of him in the world ; nor was it always thro' flattery or infincerity, that he re
ceived the title of the fecond Solomon. A report, which was fuddenly fpread about 
this time, of his being aifaffinated, vifibly firuck a great confternation into all or-
ders of men. The commons alfo abated, this feffion, fomewhat of their exceffive A parliament. 

frugality; and granted him ~n aid of three fubfidies and fix fifteenths, which, Sir 
Franc is Bacon fa id in the houfe *, might amount to about four hundred thoufand 
pounds: And for once the King and parliament parted in friend!hip and good 
humour. The hatred, which the catholics feemed to bear him, gave him, at 
this titne, an additional value in the eyes of his people. 

THIS aid was payable in four years; and the King's profuuon, joined to the 
neceffary charges of t'1e government, had already very znuch anticipated it, 
and difpofed him to diffipate, in a very little time, an ong his friends and 
courtiers, the refidue of it. To engage him farther into expence, his brother
in-law, the King of Den mar(, p11yed him a vifit this fummer; and the whole 
court was employed in feafi:ing and revelry, in mafques and interludes. Great 
erudition and profound morality, with little tafre or pleafantry, prevail in ·all 
thefe entertainments: Myrtcry, allegory, and allufion reign thro 1gho t. Italy 
was then the model for wit and ingenuity a 11ong tl e Eu ·opean nations. France 
herf..,lf, ~ho aft rwards fet fo much better patterns of elegance and pleafurc, wJs 

* Journ. zo L1.1y, 16..:6. 
VoL. I. E at 
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Chap. JI. at that time contented to copy ferviioJy the laboured and ron1antic inventions of 
1 
Go.;. her fouthern neighbour. 

THE chief affair which was tranfatted next feffion, was the intended union of the 
N b 8 t\vo kinadoms Nothina could exceed the King's paffion and zeal for this noble ovem er 1 • o · b 

enterprize~ but the parliament's prejudice and reluctance againft it. There remain 
two excellent fpeeches in favour of the union, which deferve to be compared toge. 
theJ·; that of the King, and that of Sir Francis Bacon. Thofe, who affect in every 
thing fuch an extrerne contempt for J ames, will be furprifed to find, that his dif
cow·fe, both for good reafoning and eloquent compofition, approaches very near that 
of a man, who was undoubtedly, at that time, one of the greateft geniufes of 
Europe. A few trivial indifcretions and indecorums may b~ faid to characterize 
the harangue of the monarch, and mark it for his own. And in general, fo 
011en and avowed a declaration in favour of a rneafure, where he had taken no J. 

care, by any precaution or intrigue, to enfure filccefs, may fafely be pronoun
ced a very great indifcretion. But the art of managing parliaments, by pri
vate intereft or cabal, being found hitherto of little ufe or necefiity, was not, 
as yet, become a part of Engl" lh politi s. In the common courfe of affairs, 
government could be conducted without their affiftance; and when their con
currence became requifite to the meafures of the crown, it was, generally fpeak
ing, except in times of great faction and difcontent, obtained without much 
difficulty. 

THE King's influence feems to have rendered the Scotch parliament very cor-
dial in a I the fteps, which they took towards the union. Tho' the advan
tages, which Scotland might hope from that meafure, were more confiderable ; 
yet were the objections too, with regard to that kingdom, more il:riking and 
obvious. The benefit, which muft have rcfulted to England, both by acceffion 
of ftrength and fecurity, was not defpicab!e; and as the Englilh were, by far, 
the greater nation, and poJTeJTed the feat of government, the objections, either 
from honour or jealoufy, could not reafonably have any place among t1 em. The 
Englilh parliament ind.eed feem to have been fwayed mer y by the vulgar mo
tive of national antipathy. And they perfifted fo obftin_ately in their prejudices, 
that all the efforts for a thorow union and incorporation, ended on] y in the abo
lition of the hoftile laws, formerly enacted between the kingdoms. 

SoME precipitant fteps, which the King, a little afte · his acceffion, had ta• 
ken, in order to promote his favourite projeB:, had been here obferved to do 
more injury than fervice. From his own authority, he had alfumed the title of 
King of Great Britain; and had quartered the arms of Scotland, with thofe of 
England, in all coins, flags, and enfigns. And he had engaged the judges to 

8 m~ 
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nuke a declaration, that all thofe, who, after the union of the crowns, fuould 
be born in either king lom, were, for that reafon alone, naturalized in both. 
This was a nice queftion, and, according to the ideas of thofe times, fufceptible 
of fubtile reafoning on both fides. The King was the fame : The parliaments 
were different. To render the people therefore the fame, we muit fuppofe, that 
the fovereign aut 1ority refides chiefly in the prince, and that thefe popular af· 
femblies are rather ordained to affift with money and advice, than indued with 
any controuling or active powers in the government. It is evident, fays Bacon 
in his pleadings on this fubjett, that all other common-wealths, monarchies· omy e>:
cepted, do fubjift by a law precedent. For where authority is divided amongft many 
c!ficers, and they not perpetual, but annual or temporary, and not to rect]ive their 
cuthority but by election, and certain perfons to have voices only in that elctlio;;, and 
the like; thefe are bufy and curious frames, ·which of necejjity do prefuppofe a law 
precedent, written or unwritten, to guide and direct them: But in monarchies, ejpe
cially bereditmy, that is, whe;z feveral families or lineages of people do fubmit tbem
felves to one line, imperial or roye,l; the fubmi.flion is more natural and jimple ; which 

·afterwards, by law fubfequent, is perfected and made more formal; but that i 
grounded upon nature. It would feen1 from this reafoning, that the idea of an 
hereditary, limited monarchy, tho' implicitely fuppofed in many public tranf
aCtions, had never, as yet, been exprefsly formed, by any Englilh lawyer or 
politician. 

ExcEPT the obfl:inacy of the parliament with regard to the union, and an 
attempt on the King's eccleuaftical j urifdietion, n1ofl: of their meafures, during 
this fellion, were fufficiently refpectful and obliging; tho' they frill difcover a 
v1gilant fpirit, and a careful attention towar s public good and national liberty. 
The votes alfo of the cotnmons fhow, that that houfe contained a mixture of · 
puritans, who had acquired great authority among th m, and who, together 
with religious prejudices, were continually fuggeft'ng ideas, more fuitable to a 
popular than a monar ical form of government. The natural appetite for 
rule, made the commons lend a willing ear to every doClrir.e, which tended to 
augment their power and influence. 

Chap. 1 • • 
16.).:>. 

A PETITION was moved in the houfe for a more rigorous execution of the laws 
againft popifi1 recufants, and an · batement towards proteftant nonconform 'fts. , 6tl:~~~·un~. 

oth thefe t ro points were equally unacceptable to t e King ; and he fent orders 
to the houfe to proceed no farther in that matter. The houfc wer .. inclio d, at 
firft, to confider thefe orders as a breach of privilege : But they foon acquicfced, 
Nhen t 1d, that this meafure of the King, was fupported b many precedents, 

E 2 parti-
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particu arly during the reign of Elizabeth. Had the h?ufe been always difpof. 
ed to make the precedents of that reign the rule of their conduct, they needed 
never have had any difference with any of their rnonarchs. 

sth 0 '" June. THE complaints of Spani!h depredat:ons were very loud among the Englin1 
merchants. The lower houfe fent a meffage to the lords, defiring a conference 
with them, in order to their prefent' ng a joint petition to the King on that fu b
jeB:. The lords took fome time to deliberate on this meffilge ; becaufe, they 
faid, the matter was weighty and rare. It probably occurred to them at firft, 
that the parliament's interpofing in affairs of frate would appear un ufual and 
extraordinary. And to fhow, that in this fentiment they were not guided by 
court influence; after they had deliberated, they agreed to the conference. Vvhea 

4th of July. 

aa bufinefs was finifhed, the King prorogued the parliament. 

ABOUT this time, there was an infurrettion of the country people in Nor-
thamptonfhire, headed by one Reynolds, a man of low condition. They went 
about deftroying inclofLlres; but carefully avoided the committing any other out
rage. This infurreB:ion was eafily fupprelTed, and, tho' great lenity was ufeci to
wards the infurgents, yet were fome of the ringleaders punifl1ed. T'he chief 
caufe of that trivial commotion feems to have been, of itfelf, far fron1 trivial. 
It was become the common practice in England to difufe tillage, and throw the 
land into inclofures for the fake of pafture. By this means, the kingdom was 
depopulated, or at leaft, prevented fro1n increafing fo much in people, as might 
have been expected from the daily increnfe of induftry and commerce. 

16:)8. NEXT year prefents us nothing n1emorable : But in the fpring of the fubfe-
quent, after a long negotiation, was concluded, by a truce of twelve years, that 1609. 

war, which, for near half a century, had been carried on with fuch fury, be
Trucebetwixttween Spain and the ftates of the United Provinces. Never conteft feemcd, at 
Spain and thefi ft 1 N ft fi 'fh d . h I h Unitd Pro- r , more unequa : ever conte was nt e wit more 1onour to t e weaker 
vinces. party. On the fide of Spain were numbers, riches, authority, difcipline: On 

the fide of the revolted provinces were found the attachment to liberty and the 
enthuGafm of religion. By her naval enter-prizes tl~ republic maintained her 
armies ; and joining peaceful induflry to military valour, fhe was enabled, by 
her own force, to fupport herfelf, and gradually rely lefs on thofe neighbouring 
princes, who, from jealoufy to Spain, were at firfl: prompted to encourage her 
revolt. Long had the pride of that monarchy prevailed over her intereft, and 
prevented her fron1 hearkening to any terms of accommodation with her rebel
lious fubjeCl:s. But finding all intercourfe cut off , between her provinces by 
the maritime force o_f the ftates, lhe at laft agreed to treat with them as a 

free 
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free people, and folemn1y to renounce all clain1 and pretenGon to their fove- Chap. If. 

reignty. 
1 60

9· 

THIS chief point being once gained, the treaty was eafily brought to a conclufion, Match 30 

under the joint mediation an 1 guarantee of France and England. All exterior 
appearances of honour and regard were paid equally to both crowns : But very 
different were the fentiments, which the ftates, as wc:l as all Europe, entertained 
of the princes, who wore them. Frugality and vigour, the chief circumftances, 
which procure regard among foreign nations, fhone as confpicuouily in Henry as 
they were defeCtive in J ames. To a contempt of the Englifh monarch, Henry 
:{(ems to have ad led a confiderable degr e of jea oufy and averfion, which were 
fentiments altogether without foundation. James was per[~ c1:ly juft and fair in 
all tranfaB:ions with his allies; but it appears fron1 the memoirs of thote times, 
that each fide deemed hin1 partial toward their adverfary, and fancied, that he 
had e11tered into fecret meafures a~ainft them. So little equity have n1en in their 
judgments of their own affJirs ; and fo dangerous is that entire neutrality a eCt-
ed by the King of England ! 

THE little concern, which J ames took in foreign affairs, renders the domeftic 
occurrences, particularly thofe of parliament, the moft interefting of his r ·ign. 16ro: 

A new feffion was held this fpring; the King full of hopes of receiving fupply ; the Februa.ry 9· 

commons, of circumfcribing his exorbitant prerogative. The Earl ofSalifbury, now A parhamen • 

created treafurer on the death of the Earl of Dor!et, laid open the King's necefiities, 
firft to the Peers, then to a committee of the lower houfe. He infii ed on the un-
avoidable expences, ~n fupporting the navy, anLl in fupprcffing a late infurrec-
tion in Ireland : He mentioned three numerous courts, which the IGng was ob-
liged to maintain, for himfelf, for the ~een, and for the Prince of \Vales : 
He obferved, that ~1een E.lizabcth, tho' a finglc woman, Lad received very 
large fupplies, in the years preceding her death, which alone were expenfive to 
her: And he affi rt d that, during her reign, fue had very much diffipate the 
crown-lands ; an expedient, which, tho' it fupplied her prefent neceffiti ·s, with
out laying burthcns on her peop e, multiplied extremely the neceffities of her fuc
ceff'or. From all thefe caufes he thought it no-ways fl:range, that the King's income 
fhould fall i11ort fo great a fun1 as eighty one thoufand pounds of his fl:ated and re
gular expence; without mentioning contingencies, which ought always to be 
efteemed a fourth of the yearly charges. An i as the crown was now neceffarily 
burthened with a great and urgent debt, he thence inferred"the abfolute ncceffity 
of an immediate and large fu pply from the Feople. To all the e reafons, w ich J ames M h 

likewife t.1rged ii:l a fpeech ad reffed to both houfes, the commons remained inexor- arc 
2 

able. 



Ch<~p. If. 
1610. 

H I S T 0 R Y oF G R E A T B R I T A I N. 

abl "'. ·But not to fl1ock the King with an abfolute refufal, they granted him one 
fub!idy and one fifteenth ; which would fcarce an1ount to a hundred thoufand 
pounds. And James received the mortification of difcovering, in vain, all his 
wants, and of b. gging aid of fubjetl:s, who had no reafonable indulgence nor 
confideration for him. 

AMONG the manv caufes of dif.o:uft and quarrel, which now, daily and una-• 0 

voidably, multiplied between Prince and parliament, this article of money is to be 
regarded as none of the leaft confiderable. After the difcovery and conqueft of 
the \tVeft-Indies, gold and Giver became every day more plentiful in England, as 
well as in the reft of Europe ; and the price of all commodities and provifions 
rofe to a pitch beyond what had ever been known, fince the declenfion of the H.o
man empire. As the revenue of the crown rofe not in proportion*, the Prince 
was infenfibly reduced to poverty amidft the general riches of his fubjects, and 
required additional funds, in order to fupport the fame magnificence and force, 

" which had been maintained by former monarchs. But while money thus flowed 
into England, we may obferve, that, at the fame time, and probably from that 
very caufe, art and induftry of all kinds received a mighty increafe ; and elegance 
in every enjoyment of life became better known, and more cultivated among all 
ranks of people. 1"'he King's fervants, both civil and military, his courtiers, his 
minifters, demanded n1ore ample fupplies from the impoverifhed Prince, and were 
not contented with the fame fimplicity of living, which had fatisfied their an
ceftors. The Prince himfelf began to regard an increafe of pomp and fplendor 
as requifite to fuppcrt the dignity of his character, and to preferve the fame fupe
riority above his fubjeCl:s, which his predecelfor& had enjoyed. Some equality too, 
and proportion to the other fovereigns of Europe, it was natural for him to de
fire ; and as they had univerfally enlarged their revenue and multiplied thtir taxes, 
the King of England deemed it reafonable, that his fubjeCl:s, who were gener, lly 
richer than th irs, fhould bear with patience fome additional b rth ns and im
pofitions. 

UNHAPPILY for the King, thofe very riches, with the increafing knowlege 
of the age, bred oppofite fentiments in his fubjeB:s; and begetting a fiJirit 
of freedom and independence, difpofed them to pay little regard, either to the · 
entreaties or menaces of their fovereign. \;\Thile the barons poffeffed their for
mer immenfe p1·operty and extenfive jurifdiCl:ions, tl ey were apt, on every dif
guft, to end, nger the monarch, and throw the \'hole government into confu
fion : But this very co . .Jufion often, in its turn, proved favourable to the mo-

na eh, ~ Befides the great dLtpation of the crown-lands, the fee fc1rm-rents never incrcdfcd, and the other 
lands were let on long leafcs an .. d at a great undcrv:1luc, little or nothing above the old rent. 
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narch, and made the n. tion again fubmit to him, in or ~er to re-eftabliih j u .. ice and tranquillity. After tl at both the power of alienations, and the increafe of commerce had thrown the ballance of property into the hands of the comn ons, the fituation of aft:1irs and the difpofitions of men became fufceptible of a more regular plan of liberty; and the laws were not fupported fingly by the authority of the fovcreign. And tho' in that interval, after the decline of the peers, and before the people had yet experienced their force, the princes affumed an cxorbi· tant power, and ha l almoft annihilated the conftitution under the weight of their prerogative; fo foon as the commons recovered from their lethargy, they fee m to have been aftonifhed at the danger, and were refolved to fecure liberty by firn er barriers, than their anceftors had hitherto provided for :t. 

HAD J ames poffeffed a very rigid frugality, he might have warded off thi crifis fomewhat longer; and waiting patiently for a favourable opportunity to increa!e and fix his revenue, might have fecured the extenfive authority, v. hich was tranf~ n1itted to him. On the other hand, had the commons been inclined to act with more g(nerofity and kindnefs towards their Prince, they might probably have turned his neceffities to good account, and have bribed him to depart peaceably fron1 the moft dangerous articles of his prerogative. But he was a foreigner, and ignorant of the arts of popularity; they were foured by religious prejndices, and tenacious of their money : And, in this fituation, it is no wonder, that, during this whole reign, we fcarce find an interval of mutual confidence and friendfhip between prince and parliament. 
THE King, by his prerogative alone, had, fome years before, altered all the cuftoms, and efrabli!hed new impofitions on almoft every kind of merchandize. The precedents for fo dangerous an exercife of power were neither very recent nor very numerous. One in the reign of Mary, another in the beginning of Elizabeth, were the lateft that could be found. But, as the impofitions of thefe two ~eens had been all along fubmitted to, and ftill continued to be levied ; they feemed to throw a i of doubt and ambiguity on this queftion, which was of fo great mo.nent to the conftitution. 'Tis obfervable likewife, that the kings of England had, in n1any inftances, affumed as their prerog 1tive the fole direction of foreign commerce; and that commerce being antiently managed altogether by {hangers, thefe \vere the more readily abandoned to the royal will and authority. And, tho' the duties of tonnage and poundage had been ufually levied by authority of parliament, yet as they had beln regularly continued for feveral reigns, the Prince began to look on them as part of his hereditary Revenue, and was even accuftomed to exatt them in the beginning of his reign, before any parliament had granted him power to that purpofe. On this occauon the Commons remonftrated to the K.ing againft a meafure, which, tl o' embraced on rea. 

fons, 

Cha II. 
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fans, not altogether unplaufib!e, was certainly the mort exceptionable of any, In 
which he was engaged during h;s whole reign. They obferved, That the re/)foils 
of that traZlice might be extended mucb fartber, e·ven to the utter n:i11 of the anti
en! liberty of the kingdom, and the fubjefts' right of property i;z th~ir laruls and 
goods. Tho' expreOy fot bid by the King to tou'"'h his prerogative, they paffed a 
bill abolifhing thefe impofitions; which was rejeB:ed by the houfe of lords. 

IN another acldrefs to the King, they objeB:ed to the practice of borrowing upon 
privy feats, and defired, that the fubjects 1hould not be forced · to lend money to 
his Maiefry nor oive a reafon for their refufal. Some murmurs li (ewife were thrown 

:J ' b 

out in the houfe againft a new monopoly of the licence of wines. It muft be con-
feffed, that forced loans and monopolies were eftablifhed on m ny and recent prece
dents; tho' diametrically oppofite to all the principles of a free government*. 

THE houfe lik "Wife difcovered fomc difcontent againft the King's proclamations. 
J amcs told them, 'I'hat tbo' he well kne·w, by the conjfitution and policy of the kingdr;m, 
that proclamations were not of equal force <ce:ith laws; )'et he thought it a duty incum
b(;nt oJt hint, and a power infeparably annexed to the crown, to rejfrain mzd pre7.:eizt 
fitch mifchiefs and inconveniences as be Jaw growing on the ftate, againft which ;;o cer
tain law was extaut, and which might tend to the great detriment of the fubject, if 
there jlould be 110 remedy provided till the meeting of a parliament. And this prero
gative, he adds, our progenitors ha·ve, as well in mztient as later times, ufed arzd enjoyed. 
The intervals between feffions, we may obferve, were frequently fo long as to ren
der it requifite for a prince to interpofe by his prerogative; and it was an efi:ablifh
ed maxim among the lawyers, that all the proclamations of a king were a roga
ted by his death. But what the authority could be, which bound the [ubjeets, and 
yet was inferior to the authority of laws, feems inexplicable by any maxims of rea
fon or politics : And in this inftance, as in many others, it is eafy to fee, ·how unin-

telligible 
"'' \V E find the King's anfwer in \Vinwood's Memorials. "To the third and fourth (n;-Lmely that it 

" might be lawful to arreft the King's fervants v,ithout leave, and that no man ihould be inf r ed to 
" lend money, nor to give a reafon why he would not) his Maje y fent us an anf\ver, that becau1i.! 
" we brought precedents of antiquity to firengthen thofe demands, he a11owed not cf any pre~edents 
'~ drawn f om the time of nfL1rping or decaying P' inccs, or people too bold and wanton ; that he de
" fired not to govern in that commonwealth, where fttbjetl:s fhould be affured of all things and hope 
" for nothing. It was one thing, jt~bmittere pril1ripatum lrgibw ; and anotl.er thing, ./ubmittere prir.
" cij,a'um fubditir. That he would not leave to poH:erity fuch a mark of weaknefs upon his reign, 
'' and ~hcrcfore his conclufion was, 11011 tlaat petitio, ?JM fl;cet o:emflum: Yet with this mitigation, 
" that m matters of loans he \\ ould refufc no rcafona )le excnfe, nor fhou!d my Lord chamb rbin 
'' deny the an:eHing of any ?f his Majefty's fen•ants, if jut!: caufc: was fhown.'' \Vin vood, \Ol. 3· 
p. I 93· zd edrt .. The parliament, however, acknowle~ged at this time with thankfu nefs to the King, 
that he allo\\ed. dtfputes and inquiries about his prerogative, much beyond whnt had been indulge by 
any of his predeccffors. This very fe11ion, he cxprc(sly gave i.hem leave to produce all their v-tie~ 
vacces, wid1out exception. o 
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teJiigible the Englifh confi:itution was, before the parliament was able, by conti
nued acquifitions or encroachments, to eftablilh it on fixt principles of liberty. 

UPON the fettlen1ent of the reformation, that ex ten five branch of power, which 
regards ecclefiafrical matters, being then without an owner, feemed to belong to 
the firft occupier; and Henry failed not immediately to feize it, and to exert it 
even to the utmoft degree of tyranny. The poffe_!lion of it was continued with 
Edward; and recovered by Elizabeth; and that ambitious Princefs was fo re
markably jealous of this flower of her crown, that !he feverely reprimanded the 
parliament, if they ever prefumed to intermeddle in thefe matters; and they were 
fo over-awed by her authority, as to fubmit, and to afk pardon on thefe occafions. 
But J ames's parliaments were n1uch lefs obfequious. They ventured to lift up 
their eyes, and to confider this prerogative. They there faw a very large province 
of government, poifeffed by the King alone, and never communicated with the 
parliament. They were fenfible, that this province admitted not of any exact 
boundary or circumfcription. They had ftlt, that the Roman pontiff, in former 
ages, under pretence of religion, was gradually making advances to ufurp the whole 
civil power. They dreaded fl:ill more dangerous confequences from the claims 
of their own fovereign, who refided among them, and who, in many other 
refpeB:s, poffeffed fuch unlimited authority. They therefore deemed it abfolurely 
requifite to circumfcribe this branch of prerogative; and accordingly, in the pre .. 
ceding feffion, they paired a bill againft the eftablifhment of any eccleliaftical ca
nons without confent of parliament. But the houfe of lords, as is ufuaJ, defended 
the barriers of the throne, and rejeCted the bill. 

IN this feffion, t.he commons contented themfelves with remonfrrating againft: 
the proceedings of the high commiflion court. It required no great penetration to 
Jee the extreme danger to liberty, arifing from large difcretionary powers in a re
gal government. But J ames, as was natural, rejeCted the application of the corn• 
mons. He was probably fenfible, that, befides the great diminution of his au
thority, many inconveniencies muft neceifarily refult fron1 the abolifhing all 
power of this nature in every magifl:rate ; and that the Jaws, were they ever fo 
carefully framed and digefi:ed, could not poffibly provide againft all contingen
cies; much lefs, where they had not, as yet, attained a fufficient degree of accu-. 
racy and refinement. 

BuT the bufinefs, which chiefly occupied the commons, during this feffion, 
was the abolition of ward!hips and purveyance; prerogatives, which had been 
more or lefs touched on, every feffion, during the whole reign of J ames. In 
this affair, the commons employed the proper means, which might intitle them 
to fuccefs: They offered the King a fettled revenue as an equivalent for the pow
ers, which he 1hould part with ; and the King was willing to hearken to terms. 

VoL. I. .F After 
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Chap. 11. After m11ch difpute, he offered to give up thefe prerogatives for 2oo,ooo pounds 
I6to. ' a .. year, which they agreed to confer on him : And no:hing remained, towa:ds 

clofino- the bargain, but that the commons ihould determme the funds, from which 
this f~m 1hould be levied. This feffion was too far advanced to bring fo difficult 
a matter to a full conclufion ; and tho' the parliament met again, towards the end 
of the year, and refumed the queftion, they were never able to terminat:e an affair, , 
which they fecmed fo intent upon. The journals of that feffion are loft; and as 
the hiftorians of that age are very negligent in relating parliamentary affairs, of 
whofe importance they were not fufficiently apprifed, we know not exaCtly the 
reafon of this failure. It only appears, that the King was extremely diffatisfied 
with rhe conduct of the parliament, and foon afterwards diffolved it. This was his 
firft parliament, and it fat near feven years. 

IN the midfr of all thefe attacks, fome more, fome lefs violent, on royal prero· 
gative, the King difplayed, as openly as ever, all his exalted notions of monarchy. 
and the authority of princes. Even in a fpeech to the parliament, where he begged 
for fupply, and where he fhould n~turally have ufed every art to ingratiate himfelf 
with that affembly, he exprcffed himfelf in thefe terms; " I conclude, then, the 
" point, touching the power of kings, with this axiom of divinity, that, as to dif
" pute, what God may d9, is blafphen1y, but, what God wills, that divines may 
'' lawfully and do ordinarly difpute and difcufs; fo is it [edition in fubjeCl:s to 
" difr-ute, what a king may do in the he!ght of his power. B~t juft kings will 
' ever be willing to declare what they will do, if they will not incur the curfe of 

" God. I will not be content, that my power be difputed upon ; but I lhall ever 
" be willing to make the reafon appear of my doings, and rule my actions accord
" ing to my laws." Notwithfianding the great extent of prerogative in that age, 
hefe expreffions would probably give fome offence. But we may obferve, that, 

as the King's defpotifm was more fpeculative than practical, fo the independency 
of the commons was, at this time, the contrary; and, tho' ftrongly fupported by 
their prefent fituation as well as difpofition, was too new and recent to be as yet 
founded on fyfrematical Erinciples and opinions*. 

THIS 

* IT may not oe unworthy obfcrvation, that James, in a Book called Tle true larvJ of frre monarchie.r
1 which he publifhcd a little before his acceilion to the crown of England, affirmed, " That a good kino-

o' " altho' he be above the law, will fubjeCl and frame his acFons thereto, for example's fake to his fub-
" jeCls, and of his own free-will, but not as fubjea or bound thereto." In another paifage, " Accord
" ing to the fundamental law already alleged, W\! daily fee, that in the parliament (which is nothin!!' 
" elfe but the head-court of the king and his vafial ) the laws are but caned by his fubjeas, and on1; 
., made by him at their rogation, and without their advice. For albeit the king make dai!J" fl:atutes and 
~' ordinances, enjoining fuch pains thertto as he thinks meet, without any advice of parliament or 
H. eftates ; yet it lie~ in the power of no parliament to make any kind of law or ftatute, without his fcep-

" te.r 
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1 

THIS year was difl:inguillied by a tnemorabie event, which gave great alarm Cl:rr. If 
and concern in England ; the murder of the French monarch by the ponia ·d of 

3
d 0~~l~y. 

the fanatical RavaiJlac. That experience, that reputation, which this heroic Death ofc.he 
· h d b - · · fi r h r fi I · 1 h h d r French Kmo·. pnnce a een acqUinng or 10 many years; t 01e trea ures, w uc 1 e a ama1- ~ 

. fed; thofe armies, which he had inlifi:ed and difciplined ; were on the point of 
being employed in fome great enterprize, which would probably have changed 
the face of Europe; when a period was put to his glory by an enthufiafi:ic mad
tnan, who facrificed at once his own life and that of the prince to his deteftable 
prejudices. Were the defigns, afcribed to Henry by the compilers of Sully's lVJe
moirs, lefs chimerical, they might be admitted, on account of the teftimony, by 
which that narration is fupportcd : But fuch vaft projects, had they been rea], he 
n1uft have revolved and digefted in his mind for many years ; and 'tis obfervable, 
that about a twelve-month before, he had been very inftrumental in making peace 
between Spain and the United Provinces; a meafure, by which he deprived him- · 
felf of the affiftance of his firmeft ally, and the bell able to fecond his enter
prizes. 'Tis more probable, that the war, which, at the time of his death, he 
intended to commence again!l: Spain, was the refult of an1bition, revenge, 
or love, in a powerful and military prince, who had long wifhed for an oppor
tunity of attacking his enemy, and who was at ]aft roufed by a fudden n1otive 
or provocation. With his death, the glory of the French monarchy fuffered an 
eclipfe for fome years; and ·that kingdom falling under an adminifi:ration weak 
and bigotted, factious and difonterly, the Auftrian greatnefs began anew to ap
pear formidable to Europe. 

IN England, the antipathy to the catholics revived a little upon. this tragical 
event; and fome of the laws, which had been formerly enatled tor no other pur-

F 2 po~ 

" ter be to it, for giving it the force of a Jaw." It is not to be fuppofcd, that, at fuch a critical junc
ture, James had fo little fenfe as, directly, in fo material a point, to have openly ihocked what were 
the univerfally cftabli.fhed principles of that age : On the contrary, we are told by hiftorians, that no
thing tended more to facilitate his acceffion, than the good opinion entertained of him by the Engliih, 
on account of his learned and judicious writings. The queftion, however, with regard to the royal 
power was, at this time, become a very dangerous point; and without employing ambiguous, infigni
ficant terms, which determined nothing, it was impoffible to pleafe both King and parliament. Dr. 
Cowell, who had magnified the prerogative in words too intelligible, fell, this feffion, under the in
dignation of the commons. The King himfelf, after all his magnificent boafl:s, was obliged to make 
his efcape thro' a diftinCl:ion, which he framed betwixt a king in abjlraClo , nd a king in concreto: An 
~bfiraa king, he faid, had all power; but a concrete king was bound to obferve the laws of the 
country, which he governed. But, how bound? By confcience only ? Or might his fubjeCl:s refiit him · 
and defend their privileges? This he thought not fit to explain. And fo difficult is it to explain that 
point, that, to this day, whatever liberties may be ufed by private inquirers, the laws have thought pro
per to maintain a total filence with regard to it. 
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Chap. II. pofe than to keep thefe religionifts in awe, began now to be executed with greater" 1610

• rigour and feverity. 

16n. Tho' James's timidity and indolence fixed him, during mo~ of his reign, in. a very prudent inattention to foreign affairs, there happened, this year, an event In Arminianifm. Europe of fuch mighty confequence as to rouze him from his lethargy, and fum
rnon up all his zeal and enterprize. A profeffor of divinity, named Vorftius, the difciple of Arminius, was called from a German to a Dutch univerfity; and as he differed from his Britannic Majefl:y in fome nice queftions concerning the intimate· effence and fecret decrees of God, he was confidered as a dangerous rival in fcho ... laftic fame, and was, at laft, obliged to yield to the legions of that royal doCl:or,. whofe fyllogifms he might have refuted or eluded. If vigour was wanting in other incidents of J ames's reign, here he behaved even with haughtinefs and infolence; and the ftates were obliged, after feveral remonftrances, to deprive Vorftius of his chair, and to banifh him their dominions. 'rhe King carried no farther his pertecutions againft that profeffor ; tho' he had very charitably. hinted t.o the ftates, Cfhat, as to the burni1zg Vorflius for his blafphemies and atheifin, he left them to their own chrijlian wifdom ; but furely never heretic better deferved the· flames. It is to be remarked, that, at this period, all over Europe, except in Hol-land alone, the practice of burning heretics ftill prevailed, even in proteftant countries; alild inftances were not wanting in England, during the reign of J ames: The Dutch themfelves were, at laft, by ftate-intrigue, and the tyranny of Prince Maurice, forced from their rational and hmnane maxims ; and the perfecuting bigots, a little after this tin1e, fignalized their power by the death of the virtuous Barnevelt, and the imprifonment of the virtuous and learned Grotius. The fcholaftic controverfies about free-will, and grace, and predeftination, begot thefe vi~ lent convulfions. 

IN tracing the coherence among the fyftems of modern theology, we may obferve, that the dotl:rine of abfolute decrees has ever been intimately conneCl:ed with the· enthufiaftic fpirit;. as that doctrine affords the higheft fubjeB: of joy, triumph, and fecurity, to· the fuppofed eleCl:, and exalts them, by infinite degrees, above the reftof mankind. All the firft reformers adopted thefe principles; and the J anfenift~ too, a fanatical feet in Fr.ance, not to mention the Mahometans in Afia, have eve~ e~b~a~ed then:. As the ~uthe.ran eftablilhments were fubjetted to epifcopal JUnfdicbon, the1r enthufia{bc gem us gradually decayed, and men had leifure to perceive the abfurdity of fuppofing God to puni!h, by infinite torme~ts, what he himfelf, from all eternity, had unchangeabJy decreed. The KinO', tho' at this time, his Calviniftic education had rivetted him in the doctrine of abfolute de-

crees,. 
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crees, yet, being a zealous partizan of epifcopacy, was infenfibly ingaged, towards 
the end of his reign, to favour the milder theology of Arminius. Even in fo 
great a doctor, the genius of the religion prevailed over its fpeculative tenets; 
and w~th him, the whole clergy gradually dropped the more rigid principles of 
abfolute reprobation and unconditional decrees. Some noife was, at firft, made 
about thefe innovations ; but being drowned in the fury of factions and civil 
wars, which fucceeded, the fcholaftic arguments made an infignificant figure amidft 
thofe violent difputes about civil and ecclefiaftical power, with which the nation 
was agitated. And upon the reftoration, the church, tho' !he ftill retained her o!d 
fubfcriptions and articles of faith, was found to have totally changed her fpecula
tive doctrines, and to have embraced tenets more fuitable to the genius of her dif
cipline and worfhip, without its being poffible to ailign the precife period, in which 
the alteration was produced. 

IT n1ay be worth obferving, that, about this time, J ames, from his great defire 
to promote controverfial divinity, erected a college at Chelfea for the entertain
ment of twenty perfons, who !hould be entirely employed in refuting the papifts 
and puritans. All the efforts of the great Bacon could not procure an eftablifh
ment for the cultivation of natural philofophy: Even to. this day, no fociety has 
been inftituted for the polifhing and fixing our language. The only encourage
n1ent, which the fovereign in England has ever given to any thing, that has the 
appearance of fcience, was this ihort-lived eftablifhment of J ames; an inftitution. 
quite fuperfluous, confidering the unhappy propenfion, which,. at that time, fo. 
univerfally poifeifed the nation for polemical divinity .. 

Chap. II. 
1611. 

To confider James in a more advantageous light, we muft take a view of him 161z. 

as the legifiator of Ireland; and moft of the inftitutions, which he had framed for 
the civilizing that kingdom, being fini!hed about this period, it may not here be 
improper to give fame account of them. He frequently boafts of the manage- State of 

ment of Ireland as his mafterpiece; and it will appear, upon inquiry, that his va- Ireland. 

nity, in this particular,. was not altogether without foundation. 

AFTER the fubjection of Ireland by Elizabeth, the more difficult ta:fk fti11 re
mained; to civilize the barbarou·s inhabitants, to reconcile them to laws and in
duftry, and to render their fubjeetion durable and ufeful to the crown of England. 
James proceeded in this work by a fteddy, regular, and well concerted plan ; and, 
in the fpace of nine years, according to Sir John Davis, he tnade greater advances 
towards the reformation of that kingdom, than had been made in the 440 years, 
which had elapfed fince the conqueft was firft attempted. 



Chap. U. 
161 z. 
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IT was previouOy requHite to abolifh the Irifh cuilor 1s, which fupplied the place 

of laws, and which were calculated to keep that people for ever in a fiate of barba
rifm and difotder. 

BY the Brehon l~w or cufiom, no crime, however enormous, was punifhed with 
death, but by a fine or pecuniary mulB:, which was levied upon tl e criminal. 
Murder itfelf was attoned for in this manner; and each man, according to his 
rank, had a different rate or value, affixed to him, which, if any one\ 'as willing to 
pay, he needed not fear the affaffinating his enemy. This rate was cailed his eric. When Sir 'illiam Fitzwilliams, being Lord deputy, told Maquire, that he was to 
fend a fheriff into Fermannah, which, a bttle before, had been made a county, and 
fubjeCl:ed to the Englifh law ; Your Jheri./f, faid Maquire, foal! be welcome to me: But, let me know, before-hand, his eric, or the price of his 'head; that, if my people 
cut it ojJ, I may lc:vy the money upon the county. As for oppreffion, extortion, and 
other trefpaffes, fo little were they regarded, that no penalty was affixed to them, 
and no redrefs for fuch offences could ever be obtained. 

THE . cuftoms of Gavelkinde and 'I' aniflry were attended with the fame abfurdity 
in the difiribution of property. Upon the death of any perfon, his land, by the 
cufl:om of Gavelkinde, was divided among all the males of the fept or family, 
both baftard and legitimate : And, ;fter partition made, if any of the fept died, 
his portion was not fhared out among his fons ; but the chieftain, at his difcre
tion, made a new partition of all the lands, belonging to that fept, and gave every 
one his !hare. As no man, by reafon of this cufl:om, enjoyed the fixed property 
of any land; to build, to plant, to inclofe, to cultivate, to improve, would have 
been fo much loft labour. 

· THE chieftains and the Tanifls, tho' drawn fron1 the principal families, were 
not hereditary, but were eftablifhed by eleCtion, or more properly fpeaking, by 
force and violence. Their authority was abfolute; and, notwithfianding that 
certain lands were affigned to the office, its chief profit refulted from exaCtions, 
dues, affeffments, for which there was no fixed law, and which were levied at piea
fure. Hence arof'e that common bye-word among the I ifh, 'Ihat they dwelt we.ft
ward of the law, which dwelt beyond the river of the Bartow: Meaning the coun
try, whet e the Eng ifh inhabited, and which extended not beyond the compafs of 
twenty miles, lying in the neighbourhood of Dublin. · 

AFTER abcllfhing thefe lrifh cufioms, and fubfiituting Englifh law in their 
place; J ames, having taken all the n 1tives under his protect: ion, and declared 
them free citizens, proceeded to govern them by a regular adn1iniftration, military as well as civil. 

3 A fufficient 
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A fufficient army was maintained, its difcipline infpeC!ed, and its pay tranfmit

ted from England, in order to keep the foldiers from preying upon the country, 
as had been ufual in former reigns. When Odoghartie raifed an infurreB:ion, a 
reinforcement was fent over, and the flames of that rebellion were immediately ex
tinguifhed. 

ALL minds being firft quieted by an univerfal indemnity, circuits were effabliffi
ed, jufrice adminiftred, oppreffion baniihed, and crimes and diforders of every 
kind fevere1y puniihed. As the Irifh had been univerfaliy ingaged in the rebellion 
againfl Elizabeth, a refignation of all the rights, which had been formerly gramed 
them to feparate jurifdiB:ions, was ri 0 oroufly exacted; and no authority, but that 
of the King and the law, was permitt~.-d throughout the kingdom. 

A refignation of all private efiates was even required; and, when they were re
ftored, the proprietors receiv'ed them under fuch conditions as might prevent, for 
the future, all tyranny and oppreffion over the common people. The value of the 
dues, which the nobles ufually claimed from their vaffals, was efl imated at a fixed 
fum, and all further arbitrary exactions prohibited under fevere penalties. 

THE v hole province of Ulfter having fallen to the crown .by the attainder of 
rebels, a company was eflablif.hed in London, for planting new colonies in that f"'r-
ile country : The property was divided into moderate ihares, the largeft not ex
ce~ding 2000 acres : Tenants were brought over from England and Scotland : 
The lrifb were removed from the hills and fafrnelfes, and fettled in the open cotlntry: 
[Jufbandry and the arts were taught them : A fixed habitation fecured: Plunder 
and robbery punifhed: And, by thefe means, Ulfter, from being (he mofi: wild 
and diforderly province of all Ireland, foon became the beft cultivated and mof · 
civilized. 

SucH were the arts, by which J ames introduced humanity and jufrice among a 
~eople, who had ever been buried in the n1off profound barbarifm.. Noble cares! 
rouGh fuperior to the vain and criminal glory of conquefi:s ; but requiring ages of 
perfeverance and attention to perfect what had been fo happily begun. 

A laudable atl: of juftice was, about this time, executed in England upon Lord 
Sanquhir, a Scotch nobleman, who had been guilty of a bafe affaffination upon 
Turner, a fencing- m alter. The Engli!h nation, who were generally diffatisfied 
:vith the Scotch, were enraged at this crime, equally mean and atrocious ; but 
ames appeafed them, by preferring the feverity of law to the interceffion of the 

friends and family of the criminal. 

C A 

( hap. TI. 
1612. 
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C H A P. Ill. 

Death of Prince Henry.-Marriage of the Princefs EHzabeth with tht 
Palatine.--Rije of Somerfet.-His nzarriage.-Overbury poifon
ed.--Fa/1 of Somerfet.--Rzfe of Buckingham.-Cautionary towns 
deHvered.-Affairs of Scotland. 

6 T HIS year the fudden death of Henry, Prince of Wales, diffufcd an univerfal I t z. 
"!\T b 

6 
grief thro' the nation. Tho' youth and royal birth, both of them fl:rong u~:~r:/r · allurements, prepoifefs men mightily in favour of the early age of all princes ; :prince Henry. 'tis with peculiar fondnefs, that hifl:orians mention Henry : And, in every refpecr, 

his merit feems to have been extraordinary. He had not reached his eighteenth 
year, and he poifeifed already more dignity in his behaviour, and commanded 
more refpeCt, than his father with all his age, learning, and experience. N either his high fortune, nor his youth, had feduced him into any irregular pleafures : 
Bufinefs and ambition feen1 to have been his fole paffion. His inclination, as well 
as exercifes, were intirely martial. The French ambaifador, coming to take leave of him, and aik his commands for France, found him employed in the exercife of the 
pike; '!'ell }OUr King, faid he, in what occupation you left me ingaged*. He had con
ceived great affection andefl:eem for the brave Sir Waiter Raleigh. It was his faying, 
Sure no king but my father would keep fuch a bird in a cage. He feems, indeed, to 
have nourifhed too violent a contempt for the King, on account of his pedantry 
and pufi.llanimity ; and by that means, ftruck in with the reftlefs and martial fpirit 
of the Englifh nation. Had he lived, he had probably promoted the glory, per
haps not the felicity, of his people. The unhappy prepoifeillon, which men com
monly entertain in favour of ambition, courage, enterprize, and other warlike 
virtues, ingages generous natures, who always love fame, into fuch purfuits, as 
rleftroy their own peace, and that of the reft of mankind. 

VIOLENT reports were propagated, as if Henry had been carried off by poifon; but the phyficians, on opening his body, found no fymptorns to confirm fuch an 

opinion. 
* The French monarch had given particular 01 !lers to his minifrers to cultivate the Prince's friendfuip; who muft foon, faid he, have chief authority in England, where the king and queen are held in fo ittle eftimation. See Dep. de la Boderie. 
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opnuon. The bold and criminal malignity of men's tongues and pens fpared not even the King on that occauon. But that princo's charatl:er feems to have failed rather in the extreme of facility and humanity, than in that of cruelty and violence. His indulgence to Henry was great, and perhaps imprudent, by giving him a very large and independent fettlement, eve_n in fo early youth. 

Chap. Ut 
1612· 

THE marriage of the Princefs, Elizabeth, with Frederic, the Elector Palatine, was finifhed fome time after the death of the Prince, and ferved to diffipate 161 3· the grief, which arofe on that melancholy event. But this marriage, tho' cele- February 14• brated with great joy anJ feilivity, proved, itfelF, a very unhappy event to the King, as we:I as to his fon-in-law, and had ill confequences on the reputation Marriage of and fortunes of both. The EleCtor, trufling to fo great an alliance, engaged in Eth1~ Pbrinchcfs 
tza et enterprizes beyond his fl:rength : And the King, not fupporting him in his dif- wirh the Pala-trefs , loft entirely, in the end of his life, what remained of the affetl:ions and tine. efteem of his own fubjeCl:s. 

ExcEPT during feffions of parliament, the hifl:ory of this reign may more pro-perly be called the hiftory of the court than that of the nation. A mofl: inter- Rife of Sodl:ing objetl: had, for feme years, ingaged the attention of the court : It was a merfet. favourite, and one beloved by J ames with fo profufe and unlimited an affection, as left no room for anv rival or competitor. About the end of the year 1609, Robert Carre, a youtlf~f twenty years of age, and of a good family in Scotland, arrived in London, after having paffed fome time in his travels. All his natural accomplilhments confifted in good looks : All his acquired abilities, in an eafy air and graceful demeanour. He had letters of recommendation to his countryman lord Hay; and that Nobleman no fooner caft his eye upon him, than he difcovered talents, fufficient to entitle him immediately to make a great figure in the govern-ment. Apprized of the King's paffion for youth, and beauty, and exterior appear-ance, he fiudied how matters might be fo adjufted, that this new objeCt lhould make the ftrongefi: impreffion upon him. Without mentioning him at court, he affign-ed him the office; at a match of tilting, of prefenting to the King his buckler and device; and hoped that he would attraft the attention of that monarch. For· tune proved favourable to his defign, by an incident, which bore, at firft, a contrary afpeCl:. When Carre was advancing to execute his office, his unruly horfe flung him, and broke his leg in the King's prefence. J ames approached him with pity and concern : Love and affection arofe on the fight of his beauty and tender years ; and the Prince ordered him immediately to be lodged in the pa-lace, and to be carefully attended. 1-Je himfelf, after the tilting, paid him a vi.Gt in his chamber, and returned frequently during his confinement. The ignorance VoL. I. G and 
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and fimplicity of the boy finiihed the conqueft, begun by his exterior graces a ,d 
accompliil1ments. Other princes have been fond of chufing their favourites from 
among the lower ranks of their fubjects, and have repofed themfelves on them with 
the more unreferved confidence and affection, that the object has been beholden 
to their bounty for every honour and acquifition : J ames was defirous, that his 
favourite fhould alfo derive from him all his fenf.~, experience, and knowlege. 
Highly conceited of his own wifdom, he pleafed himfelf with the fancy, that this 
raw youth, by his le!fons and inftruClio~1s, would, in a little time, be equal to his 
fageft minifters, and be initiated into all the profound myfteries of government, on 
whi~..h he fet fo high a value. And as rhis kind of creation was more perfeCtly I is 
own work than any other, he feems to have indulged an unlimited fondnefs for 
his minion, beyond even that which he bore to his own children. He ~.~on knight
ed him, created him Vifcount Rochefter, gave him the garter, brought him into 
the privy council, and, tho' at firft without alligning hirn any particular office, 
befi:owed on him the fupreme direction of all his bufinefs and political concerns. 
Suitable to this rapid advancement in confidence and honour, were the riches 
heaped upon the needy favourite; and while Salifbury and all tne wifefl: minif
ters could fcarce find expedients fufficient to keep in motion the o'erburthened 
machine of government, J ames, with unfparing hand, loaded with treafures this 
in.Ggnificant and ufelefs pageant. 

IT is faid, that the King found his pupil fo ill educated, ~Qs to be ignorant even 
of the loweft rudiments of the Latin tongue ; and that the monarch, laying afide 
the fceptre, took the birch into his royal hand, and infl:ructed him in the prin· 
ciples of grammar. Duting the intervals of this noble occupation, affairs of fbte 
would be introduced; and the ftripling, by the afcendant which he had acquired, 
was now enabled to repay in political, what he had received in grammatical in
ftruB:ion. Such fcenec:, and fuch incidents, are the more ridiculous, tho' the 
]efs odious, that the pain on of J ames feems not to have contained in it any thing 
criminal or Bagitious. Hifi:ory charges herfelf willingly with a relation of the 
great crimes, or the great virtues of mankind ; but fhe appears to fall from her 
dignity, when neceffitated to dwell on fuch frivolous events and io-noble per-

. b fonages. 

1'HE favourite was not, at firft, fo intoxicated )Vith advancement, as not to be 
fenGble of his own ignorance and inexperience. He had recourfe to the affiftancc 
and advice of a friend; and he was more fortunate in his cho:ce, than is uft1al 
with fuch pampered minions. ln Sir Thomas Overbury he met with a jud1cious 
and fincere counfellor, who, build.ng all hopes of his own preferment on that of 
the young favourite, ende. voured to inftil into him the principles of prudence and 

d1fcretion. 
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difcretion. By zealoufiy ferving every body, Carre was taught to abate the envy, Chap. Ill. which might attend his fudden elevation : By fhowing a preference for the Eng-

161 3' lifh, he learned to efcape the prejudices, which prevailed againft his country. And fo long as he was contented to be ruled by Overbury's friendly counfels, he enjoy-ed, what is rare, the higheft favour of the Prince, without being hated by the 
people. 

To compleat the meafure of courtly happinefs, nought was wanting but a kind 
n1ifirefs ; and, where high fortune concurred with all the graces of youth and 
beauty, this circumflance could not be difficult to attain. But it was here that 
the favourite met with that rock, on which all his fortunes were wrecked; and which plunged him for ever into an abyfs of infamy, guilt, and mifery. 

No fooner had J ames mounted the throne of England, than he remembered his friendlhip for the unfortunate families of Howard and Devereux, who had 
fuffered for their attachment to the caufe of Mary and to his own. Having re
ftored young Eifex to his blood and dignity, and conferred the titles of Suffolk and Northampton on two brothers of the houfe of Norfo!k, he fought the farther pleafure of uniting thefe families by the marriage of Effex with Lady Frances 
Howard, daughter to the Earl of Suffolk. She was only thirteen, he fourteen 
years of age; and it wa5 thought proper, till both fhould attain the age of puber
ty, that he !hould go abroad, and pafs fome time in his travels. He returned 
into England after four years abfence, and was pleafed to find his Countefs in the fullluftre of beauty, and poifeifed of the love and admiration of the whole court. 
But, when the Earl approached, and claimed the privileges of a hufband, he met 
with nothing but fymptoms of averGon and difguft, and a flat refufal of any far
ther familiarities. He applied to her parents, who conftrained her to attend him into the country, and to partake of his bed : But nothing could overco'ne her rigid fullennefs and obfrinacy; and fhe frill rofe from his fide, without h'l 'i g fi1ared 
the nuptial pleafures. Difg 1fted with re-iterate· denials, he at laft gave over the purfuit, and feparating himfelf from her, thenceforth abandoned her conduct to 
her own will and difcretion. 

SucH coldnefs and averfion in Lady Eifex arofe not without an attachment to 
another object:. The favourite had opened his addreffes, and had been too fuccefs
ful in making impreffion on the tender heart of the young Countefs. She ima
gined, that fo long as !he refufed the embraces of Enex, fhe never could be deemed his wife, and that a feparation and divorce might Hill open th way for a new marriage with her beloved Rocheiter. Tho' their paffion was fo violent., and their 
opportunities of entercourfe fo frequent, that they had already .indulg d themfelves 
in all the gratifications of love, they fl:illlamented their unhapp~ fate, while the 

G 2 union 



HISTORY oF GREAT BRITAIN. 
Chap. Ill. union between them was not intire and indiffoluble. And the lover, as well as 161

3· his miftrefs, was impatient, till their mutual ardour !hould be crowned with marriage. 
So momentous an affair could not be concluded without confulting Over bury, with whom Rochefter was accuflomed to !hare all his fec rets. While that fa ithful friend had confidered his patron's attachment to the Countefs of Eifex merely as an affair of gallantry, he had favoured its progrefs ; and it was partly owing to the ingenious and paffionate letters, which he diB:ated, that Rochefter had met with fuch fuccefs in his addreffes. Like an experienced courtier, he thought, that a conqueft of this 1uture would throw a luftre on the youthful favourite, and would tend frill further to endear him to J ames, who was charmed to hear of the amours of his court, and liil:ened with attention to every tale of gallantry. But great was Overbury's alarm, when Rochefl:er mentioned his defign of marrying the Countefs; and he ufed every method to di£fuade his friend from fo fooli{h an at.tempt. He reprefented, how invidious, how difficult an enterprize it was to procure her a divorce from her hufband: How dangerous, how lhamefuJ, to take into his own bed a profligate woman, who, being married to a young nobleman of the firft rank, had not fcrupled to proftitute her charaB:er, and to beftow favours on the objeB: of a capricious and momentary paffion. And, in the zeal of friendlhip, he went fo far as to threaten Rocheil:er, that he would feparate himfelf for ever from him, if he could fo far forget his honour and his intereft as to profecute the intended marriage. 

RocHESTER had the weaknefs to reveal this converfation to the Countefs of Effex; and when her rage and fury broke out againft Overbury, he had alfo the weaknefs to enter into her vindictive projects, and to f wear vengeance againft his friend, for the utmoft inftance, which he could receive, of his faithful friend!hip. Some contrivance was requifite for the execution of their purpofe. Rocheil:er addre£fed himfelf to the King; and after complaining, that his own indulgence to. Overbury had begot in him a degree of arrogance, which was extremely difagree .. able, he procured a commiffion for his emba£fy to Ruffia ; which he reprefented as a retreat for his friend, both profitable and honourable~ ·when confulted by Overbury, he earnefl:ly diffuaded him from accepting this offer, and took on himfelf the taik of fatisfying the King, if he fhould be any way difpleafed with the refufal. To the King again, he aggravated the infoJence of Overbury's conduct, f April. and obtained a warrant for committing him to the Tower, which James intended as a flight punithment for his difobedience. The lieutenant of the Tower was a creature of Rochefter's, and ~ad lately been put into the office for this very purpofe: He confined Over bury fo ftnetly, that the unhappy prifoner was debarred from the 

fight 
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light ven of his neareft relations; and no communication of any kind was allow
ed with him, during near fix months, which he lived in prifon. 

TH rs obfl:acle being removed, the lovers purfued their purpofe; and the King 
himfcl f, forgetting the digmty of his character, and his friendfhip for the family 
of E.ffex, entered zealoufiy into the project of procuring the Countefs a divorce 
from her hufband. Effex alfo embraced the opportunity of feparating himfelf from 
a bad woman, by whom he was hated ; and he was willing to favour their fuccefs by 
any honourable expedient. The pretence for a divorce was his incapacity to fulfil 
the conjugal duties; and he confeifed, that, with regard to the Countefs, he was 
confcious of fuch an infirmity, tho' he was not fenfible of it with regard to any 
other woman. In her place too, it is faid, a young virgin was fubftituted under 
a mafk, to undergo the legal infpeClion by a jury of matrons. After fuch a trial, 
feconded by court-influence, and fupported by the ridiculous opinion of fafcination 
or witchcraft, the fentence of divorce was i.ffued between the Earl of Eifex and his 
Countefs. And, to crown the fcandalous fcene, the King, felicitous left the ladY 
fhould lofe any rank by her new marriage,. beftowed on his minion the title of 
Earl of Somerfet. · 

NoTWITHSTANDING this fuccefs, the Countefs of Somerfet was not fatisfied, 
till fhe fuould fiJrther fatiate her revenge on Overbury ; and ihe engaged her huf-
band, as well as her uncle, the Earl of Northampton, in the atrocious defign of 

Chap. III. 
1613. 

taking him off fecretly by poifon. Fruitlefs attempts were re-iterated by weak 
poifons ; but, at I aft, they gave him one fo fudden and violent, that the fymptoms O~erbury 

1 h d I . H. . h . po1foned ... were apparent to every one,. w 10 approac e urn. IS mterment was urr1ed 
on with the greateft precipitation ; and, tho' a ftrong fufpicion immediately pre
vailed in the public,, the full proof of the crime was not brought to light, tiJl 
fome years after. 

THE fatal cataftrophe of Overbury increafed or begot the fufpicion, that tlie 
Prince of Wales had been carried off by poifon, given him by Somerfet. Men con
fidered not, that the contrary inference was much jufter. lf Somerfet was fo great 
a novice in this deteftable art, that, during the courfe of five months, a man, 
who was his prifoner, and attended by none but his- emiifaries, could not be dif
patched but in fo bungling a manner; how could it be imagined, that a young 
prince,. living in his own court, furrounded by his own friends and domeftics, 
could be expofed to Somerfet's attempts, and be taken off by fo fubtile a poi
fon, if fuch a one exift, as ihould elude the fkill of the moft experienced phyfi-. ~ CWlS . 
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THE ableft minifter whom J ames ever poffeffed, the Earl of Sali!bury, was 
dead*: Suffolk, a man of flender capacity, had fucceeded him in his o.ffice : And 
it was now his tafk to fupply, from an exhaufl:ed treafury, the profufion of James 
and his young favourite. The title of baronet, invented by Saliiliury, was fold; 
and two hundred patents of that fpecies of knighthood, were difpofed of for fo 
1nany thoufand pounds : Each rank of nobility had alfo its price aflb:ed to it: 
Privy feals were circulated to the value of 2oo,ooo pounds : Benevolellces were 
exacted to the amount of . 52,ooo pounds : And fome monopolie~, of no 
great value, were erected. But all thefe expedients proved infufficient to fup
ply the King's neceffities. I-lowever fmall the hopes of fuccefs, a new parlia
ment muft be fummoned, and this dangerous expedient, for fuch it wa~ now be
come, once more be put to trial. 

16 q. WHEN the commons were alfetnbled, they difcovered an extraordinary alarm, 
sth of Apdl. on account of the rumour, which was fpread abroad concerning underta'-cers. It 

l
. t was reported, that feveral perfons, attached to the King, had entered in·o a con-par.zamen . ~ · 

federacy ; and having laid a regular plan for the new elections, had dilributed 
their intereft all over England, and had undertaken to fecure a majorit; for the 
court. So ignorant were the commons, that they knew not this incide~~t to be 
the firfi: infallible fymptom of any regular or efiabJi!hed liberty. Had dey been 
contented to follow the maxims of their predeceifors, who, as the Earl of Salif
bury faid to the 1aft parliament, never, but thrice in fix hundred years, refufed 
a fupply ; they needed not dread, that the crown lhould ever intereft itfeli in their 
eleCtions. Formerly, the Kings even infifted, that none of their houfhold fhould 
ever be eletted members ; and, tho' the charter was afterwards declared void 

' Henry VI. from ~is great favour to the city of York, conferred a peculitr privi-
lege on its citizens, that they fhould be exempted from this trouble t. 'fis welj 
known, that, in antient times, a feat in the houfe being confidered as a [urtheP., 
attended neither with honour nor profit, it was requifite for the counties and bur
roughs to pay fees to their reprefentati ves. About this time, a feat begm to be 
regarded as an honour, and the country-gentlemen contended for it; :he)' the 
practice of levying wages for the parliament-men was not altogether difcortinued. 
It was not till long afterwards, when liberty was 'thorowly efiab!ilhed, and popu
lar affemblies entered into every branch of public bufinefs, that the n1em~ers be
gan to join profit to honour, and the crown found it neceifary to diftributeamonO' 

b them al~ the confiderable offices of the kingdom. 

So 

t Coke's inftitutes, part 4· chap. 1. of chlrters of exempton, 
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So little fkill or fo fi.mall means had the courtiers, in Tames's rei an for mana- Chap. IlL 

• 0 ' 6 
ging elecbons, that this houfe of commons .fhowed rather a ftronger fpirit 1 

l4· 

of liberty than the foregoing; and inftead of entering upon the bufinefs of fuppl y, 
as urged by the King and the minifl:ers, they immediately refumed the fubjeet 
which had been broached lafi: parliament, and difputed his Majefl:y's power of· 
levying new cuiloms and impofitions, by the mere authority of his prerogative. 
'Tis remarkable, that, in their debates on this fubjeet, the courtiers fre uently 
pleaded, as a precedent, the example of all the other hereditary monarchs in 
Europe, and mentioned particularly the kings of France and Spain: nor was this 
reafoning received by the houre, either with furprize or indignation. The mem-
bers of the oppofite party, either contented themfe1ves with den ·ing the jufl nefs 
of the inference, or they difputed the truth of the obfervation. And a pat1 iot
n1ember in particular, Sir Roger Owen, even in arguing againft the impofitions~ 
very frankly allowed, that the king of England was endued with as ample power 
and prerogative as any prince in Chriften lom *. The nations on the continent, 
we may obferve, enjoyed ftill, in that age, fome fmall remains of liberty ; and· 
the Engli!h were poffdfed of little more. 

THE commons applied to the lords for a conference with regard to the new im_ 
pofitions. A fpeech of the billiop of Lincoln, refleaing on the lower houfe, begot 
fome altercation ; and the King feized the opportunity of diffolving immediJte-
ly, with great indignation, a parliament, which had lhown fo firm a refolution6tl of Tune 
of retrenching his prerogative, without communicating, in return, the fmallefl: -
fupply to his neceffities. He carried his refentment fo far as even to throw into 
prifon fome of the members, who had been the moft forward in their oppofition 

· to his meafures. In vain, did he plead, in excufe for this violence, the example 
of Elizabeth and other princes of the line of Tudqr. ' T'he people 4nd the par
liament, without abandoning for ever all their liberties and privileges, could ac
quiefce in none of thefe precedents, however frequent. And were the authority 
of fuch preced n s admitted, the utmofl:, that coul 1 be inferred, is, that the 
conftitution of EngLmd was, at that tirn , an inconfiPcent fabric, whofe j lr
ring and dircordant parts muft foon deftroy each other, and from the diffolu
tion of the old, beget fome new form of civil government, more uniform an 
confiftent. 

IN the public and avowed conduct of the King and the houfe of common , 
throughout this whole reign, there appears fufficient caufe of quarrel and difg•1fi:; 
yet we are not to imagine, that this was the foie foundation of that j ~aJoufy, 
wh:ch prevailed between them. During debates in the houfe, it often l1app ·ned, 
that a particular member, more ardent and zealous than the reft, wou d d1fpby 

rh. 
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the higheft fentiments of liberty, which the commons contented themfelves to hear with filence and feeming approbation ; and the King, informed of thefe harancrues, concluded the whole houfe to be infected with the fame principles, and 

b 
. to be engaged in a combination againft his prerogative. The King, on the other hand, tho' he valued himfelf extremely on his king-craft, and was not alwgether incapable of diffimulat:on, feems to have been very little endued with the gift of fecrecy ; but openly, at his table, in all companies, inculcated thofe tnonarchical tenets, which he had fo ftrongly imbibed. Before a numerous audience, he had expreffed himfelf with great difparagement of the con1mon law of England, and had given the preference, in the ftrongeit terms, to the civil law: And for this indifcretion he found himfelf obliged to apologizt>, in a fpeech to the former parliament. As a fpecimen of his ufualliberty of talk, we may mention a ftory, tho' it paifed fome time afterwards, which we meet with in the life of W aller, and which that poet ufed frequently to repeat. When Wailer was young, he had the curiofity to go to court ; and he ftood in the circle, and faw J ames dine ; where, among other company, there fat at table two bifhops, N eile and Andrews. The King propofed aloud this queftion, Whether he might not take his fubjects money, when he needed it, without all this formality of parliament? Neile replied, God forbid you Jhould not: For you are the breath of our noflrils. Andrews declined anfwering, and faid, he was not fkilled in parliamentary cafes : But upon the King's urging him, and faying he would admit of no evafion, the bifhop replied very pleafantly : Why then, I think your Majefly may very lawfully take my brother Neile's money: For be offers it. 

THE favourite had hitherto efcaped the inquiry of juftice; but he had not efcaped that frill voice, which can make itfelf be heard amidft all the hurry and flattery of a court, and aftonifhes the criminal with a juft reprefentation of his moft fecret enormities. Confcious of the murder of his friend, Somerfet received fmall confolation from the enjoyments of love, or the utmoft kindnefs and indulgence of his fovereign. The graces of hii youth gradually difappeared, the gaiety of his manners was obfcured, his politenefs and obliging behaviour were changed into fullennefs and filence. And the King, whofe affections had been engaged by thefe fuperficial accompli!hments, began to efi:range himfelf fron1 a n1an, who no longer contributed to his amufement. 
THE fagacious courtiers obferved the firft fymptoms of this alienation: Somerfet's enemies feized the opportunity, and offered a new minion to the King. George Villiers, a youth of one and twenty, younger brother of a good family, returned at this time from his travels, and was remarked for the advantages of a 

handfome 
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handfome perfon, genteel air, and fafhionable apparel. At a comedy, he was pur
pofely placed full in J ames's eye, and immediately engaged the attention, and, in the 
fame inftant, the affections of that monarch. · Afhamed of his fudden attachment, 
the King endeavoured, but in vain, to conceal the partiality which he felt for the 
handfome £hanger; and he employed all his profound politics to fix him in his fer
vice, without feeming to dd1:-e it. He declared his refolution not to confer an y 
office on him, unlefs entreated by the ~1een; and he pretended, that it !hould on ly 
be in complaifance to her choice, he would agree to admit him near h1s perfon. 
The ~1een was immediately applied to; but fhe, well knowing the extreme to 
which the King carried thefe attachments, refufed, at firft, to lend her countenance 
to this new paffion. It was not till entreated by Abbot, Archbifhop of Canter
bury, a decent prelate, and one much prejudiced againft Somerfe~, that fhe would 
condefcend to oblige her hufband, by afking this favour of him. And the King, 
thinking now that all appearances were fully faved, no longer conftrained his af-
feL ion, but immediately beftowed the office of cup bearer on young Villiers. · 

THE whole court were thrown into parties between the t\\'O minions; whi~e 
fome endeavoured to advance the rifing fortunes of Villiers, and others deemed it 
fafer to adhere to the efiablifhed credit of Somerfet. The King himfelf, divided 
between inclination and decorum, increafed the doubt and ambiguity of the 
courtiers; and the ftern jealoufy of the old favourite, who refufed every advance 
of friendfhip from his rival, begot perpetual quarrels between their feveral par
tizans. But the difcovery of Somerfet's guilt in the n1urder of Overbury, at 
laft decided the controverfy, and expofed him to the ruin and infamy which he 
fo well merited. 

AN apothecary's prentice, who had been employed in making up the poifons, 
having retired to Flufhing, began to talk very freely of the w~ole fecret; and 
the affair at laft came to the ears of Trumba1, the KinJ's envoy in the Low Coun
tries. By his means, Sir Ralph Winwood, fecretary of ftate, was informed; and 
he carried the intelligence immediately to James. The King, alarmed and aflo
nifhed to find fuch enormous guilt in a man whom he had adrr.itted into his bo
fom, fent for Sir Edward Coke, Lord chief juftice, and earneftly recommencle to 
him the moft rigorous and unbyaffed fcrutiny. This injunction was executed with 
great induftry and feverity : . The whole labyrinth of guilt was carefully unravelled: 
The leffer criminals, Si1 Jervis Elvis, lieutenant of the Tower, Franklin, Wefton, 
Mrs. Turner, were firft tried and condemned : Somerfet and his Countefs were 
afterwards found guilty: Northampton's death, a little before, had faved hitn 
from a like fate. 

VoL. II. H IT 

6 

Chap. II L 
I V IJ. 



Chap. III. 
J615· 

H I S T 0 R Y o F G R E AT B R I TA I N .. 
IT n1ay not be unworthy of remark, that Coke, in the trial of M-rs. Turner, told her, that fhe was guilty of the feven deadly fins : She was a whore, a bawd, a forcerer, a witch, a papift, a felon, and a murderer. And what may more furprize us, Bacon, then attorney-general, too~ ~are to ~bferve, t~at p~ifoni.ng was a popin1 trick. Such were the bigotted preJUdtces whtch prevailed Jn this age: Poifoning was not, of itfelf, fufficiently odious, if it was noE reprefented as a branch of popery. Stowe tells us, that, when the King came to Newcaftle, on his firfl: entry into England, he gave liberty to all the prifoners, except thofe confined for treafon, murder, and papiftry. When one confiders thefe circumft,mces, that furious bigotry of the catholics, which broke out into the gunpowder confpiracy, ap

pears the lefs furprizing. 
ALL the accomplices in Overbury's murder received the punifhment due to their crime : But the King beftowed a pardon on the principals, Somerfet and the Countefs. It muft be confeffed, that James's fortitude had been highly laudable, "'aJ .. -:: erfifted in his firfi: intention of configning over to fevere juftice all the riminals : But let us frill beware of blaming him too harfhly, if, on the approach of the fatal hour, he fcrupled to deliver into the hands of the executioner, perfons 

Vv horn he had once favoured with his m oft tender affections. To foften the rigour of tl,eir fate, after fome years imprifonment, he reftored them their liberty, and conferred on them a penfion, with which they retired, and 1anguifhed out old age in infamy and obfcurity. Their guilty loves were turned into the m oft deadly hatred ; and they paired many years together in the fame houfe, without any entercou rfe or correfpondence. 
SEVERAL hifl:orians, in relating thefe events, have infifi:ed much on the diffi-. mulation of J nme&'s behaviour, when he delivered Somerfet into the hands of the chief jufiice; on the infolent menaces of that criminal; on his peremptory refufal to ftand a trial; and on the extreme anxiety of the King during the whole progrefs of this affair. Al lowing all thefe circvmftances to be true, of which fome are fufpicious, if not palpably falfe, the great remains of tendernefs, which James ftill felt for Somerfet, may, perhaps, be fufEcient to account for them, That favourite was high fpirited ; and refolute rather to perifh than live under the infamy to which he was expofed. J ames was fen fib le that the pardoning fo great a criminai, which was of itfelf invidious, would become ftill more unpopular, if his obftinate and fiubborn behaviour on his trial fhould augment the public hatred againfi: him. At leafl, the un :eferved confidence, in which the King had indulged his favourite for feveral years, might render Somerfet mafter of fo many fecrets, that it is impoflible, without farther light, to afiign the particular caufe of that fuperiority, which, 'tis faid, he appeared fo much to affume. 

THE 
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THE fall of Somerfet, and his bani!hment from court, opened the way for Chap. liT. 

Villiers to mount up at once to the full height of favour, of honours, and of riches. Rife1~; ~·uck
Had J ames's paffion been governed by common rules of prudence, the office of ingham. 

cup-bearer would have attached ViHiers to his perfon, and might well have content-
ed one of his age and family; nor would any one, who was not cynically aufiere, 
have much cenfured the fingularity of the King's tafte in amufement. But fuch 
advancement was far inferior tD the fortune which he intended for his favourite. 
ln the courfe of a few years, he created him Vifcount Vi1liers, Ead, Marquefs, and 
Duke of Buckingham, knight of the garter, mafter of the horfe, chief juftice in 
Eyre, warden of the cinque ports, mafl:er of the king's bench office, fteward o 
Weftminfter, conftable of Windfor, and Lord high admiral of England. His mo-
ther obtained the title of Countefs of Buckingham : His brother waa created Vif· 
count Pm·beck; and a numerous train of needy relations were all pufl1ed up intc 
credit and authority. And thus the fond Prince, while he meant to play the tu-
tor to his favourite, and to train him up in the rules of prudence and polttrc..,, 
took an infallible method, by loading him with premature and exorbitant honours, 
to render him, for ever, ra!h, precipitant, and infolent. 

A young minion to gratify with pleafure, a neceffitous family to fupply with J616. 

riches, were enterprizes too great for the empty exchequer of J ames. la order to 
obtain a little money, the cautionary towns muft be delivered up to the Dutch; 
a meafure which has been feverely blamed by almoft all hiftorians ; and I may 
venture to affirm, that, tho' it muft be owned fomewhat impolitic, it has been cen-
fured much beyond its real weight and importance. 

WHEN OEeen Elizabeth advanced money for the fupport of the infant repub
lic ; befides the view of fecuring herfelf againfl: the exorbitant power and ambi
tion ofSpain, !he ftill referved the profpect of re-imburfement; and fhe got conGgn-
ed into her hands the three important fortreffes of Flu!hing, the BrilJe, and Ramme- Cautionary 

kins, as pledges for the 1noney which was due to her. Indulgent to the ne-
1
t?wnsdde-
tvere • 

ceffitous condition of the ftates, !he agreed that the debt fhould bear no intereft, 
and fhe ftipulated, that, if ever England made peace with Spain, fl1e fl1ould pay 
the troops which garrifoned thofe fortreffes *. It appears from Jeanin's letters, 
that the ftates had expeCted a very confiderable abatement of the debt, even at 
a time when James's excheqner was in tolerable order, from the only confiderable 
fupply which his parliament had ever granted him : Much more were they en
couraged in this hope by his prefent neceffitous condition. In this negotiation 
they employed Caron, their minifter, who offered the King a little above the third_ 

H 2 of 
~~= Rymer, tom. xvi. p. 341. The taking intereft for money was at that time regarded as afury, 
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Chap. III. of the money, which ·was due to him, and which amounted in the whole to about 1616· 7oo,ooo pounds. It occurred to J ames, that the pay of the garrifons was fo burthenfome on his fiender revenue, that very large arrears were owing them, and they were ready to mutiny for want of fubfifrence ; that, fince the King's accef:fion, above 3oo,oco pounds had been expended for their fupporr, and there appeared no end of thefe charges; that by the ftritteft computation the third of the fum, paid him prefently, was much preferable to the whole payable ten years after; that the fiates, trufiing to his pacific maxims, as well as the clofe union of 

intereft and affeCtion with his people, were no ways anxious for the recovery of thefe places, and might a1Iow them to lye long in his hands, if full payment was infifted C'n ; that this union was really fo intimate, that no rcafonable meafures for mutual fupport would be wanting from the Dutch, even tho' freed from the dependance of thefe garrifons; and that the exchequer of the republic was at pre-_fent very low, infomuch that they found difficulty, now that the aids of France were withdrawn, to maintain themfelves in that pofrure of defence, which was requifite during the truce with Spain. Thefe reafons, together with his urgent wants, induced the King to accept of Caron's offer; and he evacuated the caution-6th of June. ' ary towns, whiCh held the fl:ates in total fubjeB:ion, and which an ambitious and enterprizing prince would have regarded as his moft valuable poifellions. This. is the date of the full liberty of the Dutch commonwealth~ 

Affairs of 
Scotland. 

WHEN the crown of England devolved on James, it might have been forefeen by the Scotch nation, that the independance of their kingdom, the object, for which their anceftors had fbed fuch an ocean of blood, would now be utterly lofr; and that, if both ftates perfevered in maintaining feparate laws and parliaments, the weaker would fe,el more fenfibly the fubjeCtion, than if it had been totally fubdued by force of arms. But thefe views did not generally occur. The glory of having given a fovereign to their powerful enelny, the advantages of prefent peace and tranquillity, the riches acquired from the munificence of the-ir mafl:er ; thefe confiderations fecured their dutiful obedience to a Prince, who daily gave fuch fenflble proofs of his friendfhip and partiality towards them. N·ever had the authority of any king, who refided among them, been (o firmly efi:ab1ifhed as was that of James, even when abfent; and as the adminifl:ration had been hitherto conducted with gr at order and tranquillity, there had happened no occurrence to d:aw thir.her ~ur attention .. But this fummer, the King was refolved to pay a. v1flt to h1s native country, 111 order to renew his antient fri t ndfhips and connexions, and to introduce that changt: of eccleflafrical difcipiine and government, on 
. which his mind was extremely bent. 1"'he three chief points, which the Kiog 

propofed 
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propofed to accomplifh by his journey to Scotland, were the enlarging epifcopal 
authoricy, the eftablifhing a few c remonies in public worihip, and the fixing a 
fuperiority of the civil above the e( cldiaftical jurifdiftion . 

. BuT 'tis an obfervation, fuggefted by all hiftory, and by none more than by 
that of James, and his fuccefior, that the religious fpirit, when it mingles with 
faction, contains in it fomethi ng fupernatural and unaccountaole ; and that, in its 
opuations upon focie ty, effeEts correfpond lefs to their kno~·n caules than is found 
in any other circumfl:ance of government. A reflection, which may, at once, af
ford a fource of blame againft fuch fovereigns as lightly innovate in fo danger
ous an article, and of apo ogy for fuch, as being engaged in an enterprize of that 
nature, are difappointed of the expeCted event, and fail in their unJertakings. 

WHEN the 'catch natio1 were firfl: feized with that zeal for reformation, which, 
tho' it caufed fuch difturba ncP during the tin1e, has fince proved fo falutary in the 
confequences ; the preachers, affi1ming to themfelves a character, little inferior 
to the prophetic or apoftolical, difdained all fubjeB:ion to the fpiritual rulers of the 
church, by whom their innovations ~ere punifhed and oppofed. Tl~e revenues 
of the dignified clergy, no longer confidered as facred, were either appro1 ri:tted 
by the prefent poffefiors, or feized by the more powerful barons; and what re
Inained, after mighty dilapidations, was, by act of parlian1ent, annexed to the 
crown. 1'he prelates, however,. and abbots maintained their temporal jurifciic
tions and thtir feats in parliament ; and, tho' laymen were fornetimes endowed 
with ecclefiafl:ical title~, the church, notwithftanding its frequent proteftations to 
the contrary, was frill fuppofed to be reprefented by thofe fpiritual lords, in the 
ftates of the kingdom. After many ftruggles, the King, even before his accefiion 
to the throne of England, had acquired fufEC'ent influence over the Scotch clergy,. 
to extort from them an acknowlegement of the parliamentary jurifdittion of 
bif110ps ; tho, attended with many precautions, in order to fecure rhemfelves 
againft the fpiritual encroachments of that order*. When king of England, he 
engaged them, tho' fiill with great reluctance on their part, to advance a flep far
ther, and to receive the bilhops as perpetual prefidents or moderators in their ec
clefiafiical fynods; re-iterat ing their prot,., ftations againfi: all fpiritual jurifdicrion 
of the prelates, and all controuling power over the prefbytr.rs t. And by 
fuch gradual innovations, the King flattered himfeJF, that he would quietly intro
duce epifcopal authority: But as his final fcope was fully feen from the beginning, 

· every new advance gave frefh occafion of difcontent, and aigravate l, inftead of 
foftening, the abhorrence, entertained againft the prelacy. 

·H r 
t Jto6. 
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W HA"T rendered the King's aim more appearent, were the endeavours, which, 
at the fame time, he ufed to introduce into Scotland fome of the ceremonies of the 
church of England: The reft,it was eaflly forefeen, would foon follow. The 
fire of devotion, excited by novelty, and inflamed by oppofition, had fo poffeifed 
the minds of the Scotch reformers, that all rites and ornaments, and even order 
of wodhip, were difdainfully rejected as ufelefs burthens; retarding the imagina .. 
cion in its rapturous extafies, and cramping the operations of that divine fpirit, by 
which they fuppofed themfelves to be animated. A mode of worihip was efta
blifhed, the moft naked and moft fimple imaginable ; one that borrowed nothing 
from the fenfes; but repofed itfelf intirely on the contemplation of that divine 
effence, which difcovers itfelf to the underfl:anding only. This fpecies of devo
tion, fo worthy of the fupreme Being, but fo little fuitable to human frailty, was 
obferved to occafion great difturbances in the breafl:, and in many refpeCts to con
found all rational principles of conduB: and behaviour. The mind, ftraining for 
thefe extraordinary raptures, reaching them by fhort glances, finking again under 
its own weaknefs, rejecting aH exterior aid of pomp and ceremony, was fo occu· 
pied in this inward life, that it fled from every intercourfe of fociety, and fron1 
every fweet or chearful amufement, which could foften or humanize the charac
ter. It was obvious to all difcerning eyes, and had not efcaped the King's, that 
by the prevalence of fanaticifm, a gloomy and fullen difpofition eftablilbed itfe]f 
~mong the people ; a fpirit, ob!linate and dangerous; independent and diforder
ly; animated equally with a contempt of aut~1ority, and a hatred to every other 
1node of religion, particularly to the catholic. In order to mellow thefe humours, 
J ames endeavoured to infufe a fmall tincture of ceremony into the national wor-· 
fhip, and to introduce fuch rites as might, in fame degree, occupy the 1nind, and 
pleafe the fenfes, without departing too far from that fimplicity, by which the re
formation was diftinguifhed. The finer arts too, tho' frill rude in thefe northern 
kingdoms, were employed to adorn the churches ; and the King's chappeJ, in 
which an organ was ereEted, and fome pictures and ftatues difp1ayed, was pro
pofed as a model to the refl of the nation. But mufic was grating to the preju
diced ears of the Scotch clergy ; fcu!pture and painting appeared inftruments of 
idolatry; the furplice was a rag of popery; and each motion or gefture, prefcribed 
by the liturgy, was a flep towards that fpiritual Babylon, fo much the object of 
their horror and averfion.. Every thing was deemed impious, but their own myf
tical comments on the fcnptures, which they idolized, and whofe eafiern prophe
tic ftyle they employed in every common occurrence of life. 

IT will not be nece!fary to gtve a particular account of the ceremonies, which 
the King was fo intent to eftablifh. Such infl:itutions, fqr a time, are efteemed, 

either 
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erther too divine to have proceeded fr m any other being than the fupreme Crea
tor of the univerfe, or too diaboli,·al to have been derived frorn other than an in
fernal demon. But no fooner is the mo~Je or the controve fy pafl:, than they are uni
verfally difcovered to be of fo little importance as fcarce to be mentioned with dig
nity amidft the ordinary courle o · human tranfacl:ions. It is here fufficient to re
D1ark, that the rites introduced by Jarr:es regarded the kneeling at the facrament, 
private CO !Tt munion, private baptifm, confirmation of children, and the obrervance 
of Chrifrmas and other feftivals. Thefe ceremonie~ were afterwards I nown by 
the name of the articles of Perth, from the place where they were ratified by the 
affembly. 

A conformity of difcipline and wor1hip between the churches of England and 
Scotland, which w:1s J.lmes's aim, he never could hope to efl:ablilh, but by firfr 
procuring an acknowlegement of his own authority in all eccldiafl:ical caufes; and 
nothing could be m e contrary to the practice as well as principles of the pref
byterian clergy. The occlefiafl:ical courts poffelfed the power of denouncing ex
communication; and that fentence, befides the fpiritual confequences fuppofed to 
follow from it, was attende. d with immediate effects of the mofl: important na
ture. The perfon excommunicated was 1hunned by every one as profane and im
pious; and his whole eftate, during his ]ife-time, and all liis moveab ~es , for ever, 
were forfeited to the crown Nor were the preparatory fteps, requifite before in
fliCting this fentence, formal or regular, in proportion to the weight of it. \tVith
out accufer, without fummon<~, without trial, any ecclefiafrical court, however in~ 
ferior, fometimes pretended, in a fUtnmary manner, to pronounce a fentence of 
excommunication, for any caufe, and againft any perfon, even tho' he lived not 
within the bounds of their jurifdiction. And, by this means, the whole tyranny of 
the inquifition, tho' without its order, was introduced into the kingdom. 

BuT the clergy contented not themfelves with the unlimited jurifditl:ion, which 
they exercifed in ecclefiaftical matters : They affumed a cenforial power over every 
part of adminifl:ration ; and, in all their fermons, and even prayers, mingling po
litics with rdigion, they inculcated the moil: feditious and mofl: turbulent prin
ciples. Black, minifter of St. Andrews, went fo far*, in a fermon, as to pro
nounce all kings the devil's children; he gave the ~1een ofEngland the appella
tion of atheift; he faid, that the treachery of the King's heart was now fully 
difcovered; and in his prayers for the ~1cen he ufed thefc w~.. rds ; We mufl pray for 
her for the fafhion' s fala, but we have no caufe: She rw.ll never do us any good. When 
fummoned before the privy council, he refufed to anfwer to a civil court for any 
thing delivered from the pulpit, even tho' the crime, of which he was accufed, was of 

a civil 

Chap. nr. 
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a civil nature. The church adopted his caufe. They railed a fedition in Edin
burgh*. The King, during fome time, wa~ in the hands of the enrag~d popu
Lce; and it was not without courage, as well as dexterity, that he was able to 
extricate himfelf. A few days afterwards, a miniil:t" r, preaching m the principal 
church of that capital, faid, that the King was polfdfed with a devil ; and, that 
one devil being expelled, feven worfe had entered in his place. To which he 
added, that the fubjeCts might lawfully rife, and take the fword out of his hand. 
Scarce, even during the darkeft n :gh t of papal fuperfl:i rion, are there found fuch 
in tl:anccs of priefl:ly encroachments, as the annals of Scotland prefent to u~ during 
that period. · 

Bv the le extravagant fl:retches of power, and by the patient conduct of J ames, 
the church began to lore ground, even before the King's acceffion to the throne of 
England: But no fooner had that event taken place, than he made th~ Scotch clergy 
fenfi.ble, that he was become the fovereign of a great kingdom, which he governed 

-with great authority. Tho' formerly he would have thought himfelf happy to 
have made a fair partition with them of the civil and ecclefi. .tftical authority, he 
was now refolved to exert a fupreme j urifdifrion in church as well as fl:ate, and to 
put an end to their feditious practices: An alfembly had been fummoned at Aber
deen t ; bur, on account of his journey to London, he prorogu d it to the year 
following. Some of the clergy, difavowing his ecclefiafl:ical fu premacy, rnet at 
the time firft appointed, notwithil:anding his prohibition. He threw them into 
prilon. Such of them as fubmitted, and acknowleged their error, he pardoned. 
The reft he brought to their trial. rfhey were condemned for high tre fon. 
l-Ie gave tl~em their lives; but banifhed them the kingdom. Six of them fuffered 
this penalty. 

THE general alfembly was afterwards induced :f: to acknowlege the King's au
thority in fummoning ecclefiaftical courts, and to fubmit to the jur11diCl:ion and vi
fitation of the bif11ops. Even their favourite fentence of excommunication was 
declared invalid, unlers confirmed by the or:i inary. The King reromrnended to 
the prefb) teri~s the members, whom they fhould elect to this alfL mbly ; and every 
thing was conduCted in it with little aprear .. nce of choice and liberty. 

Bv his own prerogative likewife, which he feems to have ftretched on this oc
cafi.on, the King erected a court of high commiffion §, in imitation of that efta
bliihed in England. The bifhops and a few of the clergy, who had been fum
moned together, willingly acknowleged this court; and it procteded immediately 
~1pon bufi.nefs, as if its authority had been grounded on the full confent of the 
whole legiilature. 

• 17thDec.xs96. t July, 1604. t 6th of June, 161o. § 15th of Feb. 161o. 
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BuT James referved the final blow for the tin1e when he fhould himfelf pay a Chap nr. 
vifit to Scotland. He propofed to the Parliament, which was then affembled, 1 3 th1 ~}~une• 
that they fhould enact, that, " whatever his Majefty fhould determine in the ex-
'" ternal government of the church, with the confent of the archbifhops, bifhops, 
" and a competent number of the n1iniftry, fhould have the force of a Jaw." 
What number fhould be deemed competent was not determined : And tlieir 
nomination was left intirely to the King: So that his eccleliaflical authority, had 
this bill palfed, would have been efi:ablifhed in its full extent. Some of the 
clergy protefted. They apprehended, they faid, that the purity of their church, 
would, by means of this new authority, be polluted with the whole rites and li -
turgy of the church of England. J ames, dreading clamour and oppofition, 
dropped the aCt, which had already paired the lords of articles; and afferted, that 
the inherent prerogative of the crown contained more power than was recognized 
by this bill. Some time after, he called, at St. Andrews, a meeting of the bilhops 
and thirty fix of the rnoft eminent clergy. He there declared his refolution of 1oth of July. 
exerting his prerogative, and of efi:abli!hing, by his own authority, the few cere-
monies which he had recommended to them. They entreated him rather to fum -
mon·a general alfembly, and to procure their confent. The King afking, What a.f!ur .. 
ance he might have of the affembly's confent; they anfwered, 'That they faw no rea-
fun to the contrary, and knew that the alfembly would yield to any reafonable de-
mand of his Majefty. But if it fall out otherwife, fa id the King, and my demand 
/;e rifufed; my di.fficulty jhall be the greater : And when I jhall ufe my aut-hority in 
ejlablifhing the ceremonies, they will call me l)'rant and perfecutor. All crying out~ 
that none could be fo mad; Yet experience, faid the King, tells me, that it may 
readily happen. q'berefore, tmlefs I be made Jure, I will not give way to an a.ffembly .. 
Galloway~ one of the minifters~ faying, that the Archbifhop of .. St. Andrews 
would anfwer for them, the Archbifhop refufed: For that he had been deceived 
by them, and had fufficiently experienced their breach of promife. Then faid 
Galloway, If your Majefly will trufl me, I will anf!.Ver for them. The King con-
fented; and an a.ffe1nbJy was fummoned on the 25th of November enfuing. 

YET this affembJy, which met after the King's departure from Scotland, e}u ... 
ded all his applications ; and it was not till the fubfequent year, that he was able 
to procure a vote for receiving his ceremonies. And thro' every ftep of this af
fair, in the parliament as well as in all the general affemblies, the nation betrayed 
the utmoft reluCtance to all thefe innovations; and nothing but James's importu
nity and authority had extorted a feeming confent, which was belied by the inward 
fentiments of all ranks of people. Even the few, over whom religious preju-

VoL. J.. I dices 
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dices were not prevalent, thought the national honour facrificed by a ferviie 
imitation of the tnodes of wor!hip, praetifed in England. And every prudent 
n1an agreed in condemning the meafures of the King, who·, by an ill-timed zeal 
for infignificant ceremonies, had betrayed, tho' in an oppofite manner, equal 
narrownefs of mind, with the perfons, whom he treated with fuch contempt. 
It was judged, that, had not thefe dangerous humo~rs been irritated by oppofi
tion ; had they been allowed peaceably to evaporate; they would at lafr have 
fubfided within the limits of law and civil authority. And as all f~natical reli
gions naturally circumfcribe, to very narrow bounds, the numbers and riches of 
the ecclefiaftics ; no fooner is their firft fire fpent, than they lofe the moil: dan
gerous part of their credit over the people, and leave them under the natural 
and beneficent influence of their civil and moral obligations. 

A:r the fame time, that James £hocked, in fo ·violent a manner, the religious 
principles of his Scotch fubjects, he aCted in oppofition to thofe of his Eng1ifh. 
l-Ie had obferved, in his progrefs thro' England, that a judaical obfervance of 
the Sunday, chiefly by means of the puritans, was, every day, gaining ground 
throughout the kingdom, and that the people, under pretence of religion, were, 
contrary to former praCtice, debarred from fuch fports and recreations, as con
tributed both to their health and their amufement. Feftivals, which in other 
nations and ages, are partly dedicated to public woriliip, partly to mirth and fo
ciety, were here totally appropriated to the offices of religion, and ferved to 
nourifh thofe fullen and gloomy contemplations, to which the people were, of 
themfelves, fo unfortunately fubjeCl:. The King falfely concluded, that it would 
be eafy to infufe chearfulnefs into this dark fpirit of devotion. He iffued a 
proclamation to allow and encourage, after divine fervice, all kinds of lawful 
games and exer..cifes; and by his authority, he endeavoured to give fanction to 
a prattice, which his fubjects regarded as the utmoft profanenefs and impiety. 

CHAP. 
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Sir Waiter Raleigh's expedition.-His execution.-h?fitrrefiions in 
Bohemt'a.-Lrfs of the Palatinate.-Negotiations with Spain.-
A parliament.-Parties.-Fa/1 of Bacon.-Rupture between · 
King and parliament.-Proteflation o.;.r the commons. 

AT the time when Sir Waiter Raleigh was firft confined to the Tower, his . x6r8. 

violent and haughty temper had rendered him the moft unpopular man in Sir \Valter 

England, and his condemnation was chiefly owing to that public odium, under Ralei~h's ex

which he laboured. During the thirteen years imprifonment, which he fuffered~ peJition. 

the fentiments of the nation were much changed with regard to him. Men had 
leifure to refleCt on the hardfhip, not to fay, injuftice of his fentence ; they pitied 
his aCtive and enterprizing fpirit, which languiihed in the rigovrs of confinement; 
they were ftruck with the extenfive genius of the man, who, being educated . 
amidft naval and military enterprizes, had furpaffed in the purfuits of literature~ 
even thofe of the moft reclufe and fedentary lives ; and they admired his unbro-
ken magnanimity, which, at his age and under his circumftances, could engage 
him to undertake and execute fo great a work as his hiftory of the world. To 
increafe thefe favourable difpofitions, on which he built the hopes of his liberty, 
he fpread the report of a golden mine, which he had difcovered in Guiana, and 
which was fufficient, according to his reprefentation, not only to inrich all the 
adventurers, but to afford immenfe treafures t<? the nation. The King gave lit-
tle credit to thefe .mighty promifes ; both becaufe he believed, that no fuch mine, 
as that defcribed, was any where in nature, and becaufe he confidered Raleigh 
as a man of defperate fortunes, whofe bufinefs it was, by any mear.s, to procure 
his freedom, and to re-infrate himfelf in credit and authority. Thinking, how-
ever, that he had already undergone fufficient punifhment, he releafed him from 
the Tower ; and when his vaunts of the golden mine had engaged n1ultitudes to 
affociate with him, the King gave them permiffion to try the adventure, and, 
at .their defire, conferred on Raleigh authority over his fellow -adventurers. Tho' 
ftrongly follicited, he ftill refufed to grant him a pardon, which feemed a natu· 
ral confequence, when he was intrufted with power and command. But J ames 

I 2 declared 
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Chap. IV. declared himfelf frill diffident of Raleigh's defigns; and he intended, he faid, to · 1618· referve the former fentence,. as a check upon his future behaviour. 

RALEIGH well knew, that it was far from the King''s purpofe to invade any of. ~ the Spanifh fettlements: He therefore firmly denied, that Spain had planted any colonies on. that part of the coaft, where his mine lay. When the ambaffador of that nation, the famous Gondomar, alarmed· at his preparations, carried complaints t 11 the King;. H.aleigh frill protefted the innocence of his intentions: . And. James affured Gondomar, that he durft not form any hoflile attempt, and that: he fbould pay with his head for fo audacious an enterprize. But the minifterwifely concluding, that twelve am1ed veffels were not fitted out without fome purpofe of invafion, conveyed the intelligence to the court of Madrid, who im .. mediately gave orders for arming and fortifying all their fettlements,- particularly 
thofe along the coaft: of Guiana. 

WHEN the courage and avarice of the Spaniards and Portuguefe had difcovered fo many new worlds, they were refolved to fhew themfelves fuperior to the barbarous heathens, whom they invaded, not only in arts and arms, but alfo in the juftice of the quarrel : They applied to Alexander VI. who then filled the pa· pal chair ; and he generoufiy beftowed on the Spaniards the whole weftern, and 
on the Portuguefe the whole eaftern part of the globe. The more fcrupulous proteftants, who acknowledged not the authority of the Roman pontiff, eftablifhed the firft difcovery as the foundation of their title ; and if a pyrate or {ea-adventurer of their nation had but erected a ftick or ffone on the coaft, as a memorial of his taking poifeffion, they concluded the whole continent to belong to them, and thought themfel ves in titled to expel or exterminate, as ufurpers, the antient poffeifors and inhabitants. It was in this manner,, that Sir Waiter Raleigh, about twenty-three years before, had acquired to the crown of England a claim to the continent of G uiana, a region as large as the half of Europe ; and tho' he had, immediately after, left the coaft, he yet pretended, that the Englifh title 
remained certain and indefeazable. But it had happened in the mean time, that the Spaniards, not knowing or not acknowledging this imaginary claim, had ta_ ken poifeffion of a part of Guiana, had formed a fettlement on the river Oronooko, had built a little town called St. Thomas, and were there working fome mines of fmall value. 

To this place, Raleigh directly bent his courfe ; and remaining, himfelf, at the mouth of the river with five of the largeft !hips, he fent up the reft to St. ~homas, under th: command of .his fon , and of capt~in Keymis, a perfon in· t1rely devoted to htm. The Spamards, who had expeCted this invafion, fired o 
the Englifh at their landin,g, were repulfed, and purfued into the town. Youn~ 

t:) 4 Raleigh, 
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Raleigh, to encourage his men, called out, '!'hat this was the true mine, and none 
but fools looked for any other; and advancing upon the Spaniards, received a fhot, 
of which .he immediately expired. This difmayed not Keymis and the others. 
They carried on the attack, got poffeffion of the town, . which they afterwards 
fet on fire ; and found not in it any thing of value. 

RALEIGH did not pretend, that he had himfelf feen the mine, which he had en
gaged fo many people. to go in queft of: It was Keymis, he faid, who had for
merly difcovered it, and had brought him that lump of ore, which promifed fuch 
immenfe treafures. Yet Keymis, who owned, that he was with in two hou rs 
march of the place, refufed, under the n1oft abfurd pretences, to take any effec
tual ftep towards the finding it; and he returned immediately to Raleigh, with 
the melancholy news of his fon's death, and the ill fuccefs of the enterprize. 
Senfible to reproach, and dreading punifhment for his behaviour, Keymis, in de-· 
fpair, retired into his cabbin, and put an end to his own life. 

THE other adventurers -now· concluded that they were deceived by Raleigh ; 
that he never had known of any fuch mine as he pretended to go in fearch of; 
that his intention had ever been to plunder St. Thomas ; and having encouraged 
his company by the fpoils of that place, to have thence proceeded to the invafion 
of the other Spanifh fettlements ; that he expected to repair his ruined fortunes by 
fuch daring enterprizes ; and that he trufled to the money he fhould acquire, for · 
n1aking his peace with England; or if that view failed him, that he propofed to . 
retire into fome other country, where his riches would fecure his retreat . . 

THE fmall acquifitions, gained by the fpoil of St. Thomas, difcouraged Ra
l~igh's companions from entering into thefe views ; tho' there were many cir- · 
cum fiances. in the treaty between the two nations, which invited them to engage 
in fuch a pyratical war againfr the Spaniards. 

WHEN England made peace with Spain, the example of Henry .IV. was imi .. 
tated, who, at the treaty of Vervins, finding a difficulty in adjufting all que
ftions with regard to the Indian trade; had agreed to pafs over that article in total : 
filence. T·he Spaniards, having, all along, publifhed fevere edicts againfr the 
intercourfe of any European nation with their colonies, interpreted this filence in 
their own favour, and confidered it as a tacit acquiefcence of.England in the efta- · 
bli!hed laws of Spain. he Englifh, on the contrary, pretended, that, as they 1 

had never been excluded by any treaty from commerce with any part of the King 
of Spain's dominions, it was ftill as lawful for them to trade with his fettlements : 
in either Indies, as with his European territories. In confequence of this ambi
guity, many adventurers from England failed to the Spanifh Indies, and met : 
"'ith fevere puniihment, . when caught; as they, on .the other hand, often ftole, , 

and, . . 
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and, when fuperior in power, forced a trade with the inhabitants, and refifted, nay fometimes plundered, the Spanifh governors. Violences of this nature, · which had been carried to a great height on both fides, it was agreed to bury in total oblivion ; becaufe of the difficulty, which was found, of remedying them, upon any fixed principles. 

BuT as there appeared a great difference between private adventurers in fingle .fuips, and a fleet aCting under a royal commiffion ; Raleigh's companions thought it fafeft to return immediately to England, and carry him along with them to anfwer for his conduct. ''fis pretended, that he employed many artifices, firfl: to engage them to attack the Spanifh fettlements, and failing of that, to make his efcape into France : But all thefe proving unfuccefsful, he was delivered into the King's hands, and ftriBly examined, as well as his fellow-adventurers, before the privy council. The council found no difficulty in pronouncing, that the former fufpicions, with regard to Raleigh's intentions, had been well grounded; that he had abufed the King in the reprefentations which he had made of his projected adventure ; that he had aCted in an offenfive and hoftile manner againft his l\1ajefl:y's allies; and that he had wilfully burned and deftroyed a town belonging to the King of Spain. He might have been tried either by common law for this via· lcnce and pyracy, or by martial law for breach of orders : But it was an eftablilhed principle among thofe of the long robe, that, as he lay under an actual attainder for high treafon, he could not be brought to a new trial for any other crime. To fatisfy, therefore, the court of Spain, who raifed the loudeft complaints againft him, the King made ufe of that power which he had purpofely referved in his own hand, and figned the warrant for his execution upon the former fentence *. 
SrR 

* SoME of the faCls, in this narration, which feem to condemn Raleigh, are taken from the King's declaration, which being publifh.ed by authority, when the facts were recent, being extracted fi·om examinations before the privy council, and fubfcribed by fix counfellors, among whom was Abbot Archbiihop of Canterbury, a prelate no way complaifant to the court, muft be allowed to have great weight, or rather to be of undoubted credit. Yet the moft material facts are confirmed either by the nature and reafon of the thing, or by Sir Waiter's own apology and his letters. The King's vin- , dication is in the Harleyan rnifccllany, Vol. 3. No. 2. 

1. THE RE feerns to be an improbability, that the Spaniards, who knew nothing of Raleigh's pre .. tended mine, fuould have built a town, in fo wide a coaft within three miles of it. The chances are extremely againft fuch a fuppofition: And it is more natural to think, that the view of plundering the town led him thither, than that of working a mine. z. No fuch mine is there found to this day. 3. Raleigh in fact found no mine, and in fact he plundered and burned a Spanilh town. Is it not ' more probable, therefore, that the latter was his intention ? How can the fecrets of his breaft be rendered fo vifip!e as to counterpoife certain fact~ ? +· He confeifes, in his letter to Lord Carew, that 
tho' 
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SIR Walter Ralei5h, finding his fate inevitable, collected all his courage: And Ch:tp. IV. 

I6! 8. tho' he had formerly made ufe of many mean artifices fuch as feigning madnefs, 
ficknefs, and a variety of difeafes, in order to protract his examination, and pro-
cure his efcape; he now refolved to aCt his part with bravery and refolution. 
'r:r'is a fharp remedy, he faid, but a Jure one for all ills; when he felt the edge of the 
ax, by which he was to be beheaded. His harangue to the people was calm and 

eloquent; 

tho' he knew it, yet .he concealed from the King the fettlement of the Spaniards, on that coaft 
Does not this faEl: alone render him fufficiently criminal? 5. His commiffion impowers him only to fettle on a coaft poifc1led by favage and barbarous inhabitants. Was it not the moft evident breach of orders to difembark on a coaft pofle!fed by Spaniards? 6. His orders to Keymis, when he fcnt him up the river, are contained in his own apology, and from them it appears, that he knew (what was unavoidable) that the Spaniards would refift, and would oppofe the Englifh landing and poifeffion. His intentions, therefore, were hoftile from the beginning. 7· Without provocation, and even when at a difrance, he gave Keyp1is orders to diflodge the Spaniards from their own town. Could any 
enterprize be more hoftile ? And, confidering the Spaniards as allies to the nation, could any 
enterprize be more criminal r Was he not the aggreifor, even tho' it fhould be true that the Spani
ards fired upon his men at landing ? 'Tis faid, he killed three or four hundred of them. Is that fo 
light a matter ? 8. In his letter to the King, and in his apology, he grounds his defence on former hoftilities exercifed by the Spaniards againft other companies of Englifhmen. Thefe are accounted for by 
the ambiguity of the treaty between the nations . . And 'tis plain, that tho' thefe might poffibly be reafans for the King's declaring war againft that nation, they could never entitle Raleigh to declare war, and, without any commiffion, or contrary to his commiffion, to invade the Spanilh fettlerr:.ents. He pretends indeed that peace was never made with Spain in the Indies : A moit abfurd notion ! The chief hurt, which the Spaniards could receive from England was in the Indics; and they never would have made peace ~t all, if hoftilities had been frill to be continued on thefe fetdements. By fecret agreement, the Engli£h were frill allowed to fupport the Dutch even after the treaty of peace. If they had alfo been allowed to invade the Spanifh fettlements, the treaty had been a full peace to England,. 

while the Spaniards were frill expofed to the full effeB:s of war. 9· If the claim to the property of 
that country as firft difcoverer, was good, in oppofition to prefent fettlement, as Raleigh pretends ; why was it not laid before the King with all its circumftances, and fubmitted to his judgment! I o .. Raleigh's force is acknowleged by himfelf to have been infufficient to fupport him in poifefTion againfr the power of which Spain was mafrer on that co;dl; yet it was fufficient, as he owns, to take by furprize and plunder twenty towns. It was not therefore his defign to fettle, but to plunder. By thefe confeffions, which I have here brought together he plainly betrays himfelf. I J. \Vhy did he 
not fray and work his mine, as at firfr he proje~1ed ? He apprehended that the Spaniards would be upon him with a greater force. But before he left England, he knew, that this mufr be the cafe, if 
he invaded any part of the Spaniih colonies . His inten tion therefore never was to fettle, o lt onl~ to plunder. I 2. He acknowledges, that he knew neither the depth nor quantity of the m:ne, but only that there was fome ore there. \Vould he have ventured all his fortune and credit on fo precarious a foundation ? I 3· Would the other adventurers, if made acquainted with this, have 
rifqued every thing to attend him? Ought a fleet to have been equipped for an experiment? \Vas 
there not plainly an impo!l:ure in the management of this affair? I 4· He fays to Keymis, in his or
ders, Bring but a ba!ket er two of ore1 and it will fu.tisfy the King, that my proje.:t was not iml-

ginar r ... 
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Ch;tp. IV. eloquent; and he endeavoured to revenge himfelf, ana to load his enemies with 1618

' the public hatred, by ihong affeveradons of faCt: , which, to fay the leaft, may oaober 29 . be efteemed very doubtful. With the utmofl: indifference, he laid his head up 
Raleigh's ex- on the block, and received the fatal .blow. .And in. his ~eat~, there a~)peare-d. ecution. the fame great, but ill-regulated 1nmd, wh1ch, dunng hts hfe, had d1fplayed 

itfelf in all his conduB: and behaviour. 

-No 
ginary. This was eafily done 'from the Spani{h mines; and he feems to have been chiefly difpleafed at Keymis for not attempting it. Such a view was a premeditated apology to cover his cheat. 1 5• The King in his declaration imputes it to Raleigh, that as foon as he was at fea, he immediately fell into fuch uncertain and doubtful talk of his mine, and faid, that it would be fufficient if he brought home a ba!ketful of -ore. } rom the circumftance laft mentioned, it appears, that this imputation was not without reafon. 16. There are many other circumftances of great weight in the King's declaration, that Raleigh, when he fell down to Plymouth, took no pioneers along with him, which he always declared to be his intention ; that he was no-way provided of inftruments for working a mine, but had a fufficient flock of warlike ftores ; that young l<.aleigh, in attacking the Spaniards, employed the words, which, in the narration, I have put into his mouth; that the mine was moveable, and fhifted as he faw convenient: Not to mention many other public facts which prove him to be highly criminal againft his companions as well as his country. Rowel in his letters fays, that there lived in London, in I 6+5, an officer, a man of honour, who alferted, that he heard young Raleigh fpeak thefe words. Vol. 2. Letter 63. That was a time, when there was no intereft in maintaining fuch a fa a. 1 7. Raleigh's account of his firfl: voyage to Guiana proves him to have been a man capable of the moft extravagant credulity or moft impudent impofture. So ridicu1ous are the ftories which ·he tells of the Inca's chimerical empire in ·the midft of Guiana ; the rich city of el Dorado, or Manao, two day's journey in length, and fhining with gold and filver; the old Peruvian prophecies in favour of the Engli!h, who, he fays, were exprefly named as the deliverers of. that country, long befor .any European had ever touched there; the Amazons or republic of women; and in general, the vaH: and incredible riches, which he faw on that continent, where no body has yet found any treafures. This whole narration is a proof, that )le was extremely defective either in folid underftanding, or morals, or both. No man's charaCter indeed feems ever to have been carried to fuch extremes as Raleigh'.s, by the oppofite paffions of envy and pity. In the former part of his life, when he was achv~ and lived in the world, and was .probably beft known, he was the objeCt of uni.verfal hatred and .deteftation throughout England ; in the latter par~, when lhut u.p in p.rifon, he be ... came, much more- unrcaJonably, the object of great love and admiration. 

A s to the circumftances of the narration, that Raleigh's pardon was refufed him, that his former lentence was purpofely kept in force againft him, and that he went out under thefe exprefs conditions, they may be fupported by the following authorities. I. The King's word and that of fix pri\'y couniellors, who aflirm it for fact. z. The nature of the thing. If no fufpicion had been entertained of :his intentions, a pardon would never have been refufed to a man to whom authority was entrufted. 3. rl he words of the co_mmiffion itfeif, where he is fimply ftiled Sir Waiter Raleigh, and not fait .bful u1:d ·;.:.:cll-belo'"i-·cd, accordmg to the ufual and nevei" failing ftilc on fHch occaiions. 
4 . In al(the ler-

tc.rs,, 
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No me fure of J ames' s reign was attended with n1ore public diffatisfaftion than 

the punifhment of Sir Wait r Raleigh. To execute a fentence, wh"ch was ori
ginally fo hard, which had been fo long fufpended, and which feemed to have 
been tacitely pardoned by conferring on him a new truft and commiffion, was 
efteemed an inftance of cruelty and injuftice. To facrifice, to a concealed enemy 
of England, the life of the only man in the nation, who had a high reputa:ion 
for valour and military experience, was deemed meannefs and indifcretion. And 
the intimate connections, which the King 'as now entering into wit 1 Spain, being 
univerfally diftafteful, rendered this proof of his complaifance frill more odious 
and unpopular. 

J AMES had entertained an opinion, which was peculiar to himfelf, and which 
had been adopted by none of his predeccffors, that any alliance, below that of 
a king, was unworthy a prince of Wales ; and he never would allow other than 
a dauJ,hter of France or Spain, to be mentioned as a match for his fon. This 
inftance of pri le, which really implied meannefs, as if he could receive honour 
from any alliance, was fo well known, that Spain had founded on it the hopes 

VoL. I. K of 

ters, which he wrote home to Sir Ralph \Vinwood and to his own wife, he always confiders himfe!f as a 
pcrfon unpardoned, and liable to the law. He feems indeeJ, immediately upon the failure of his en
tcrpriz , to have become defperate, and to have expected the fate which he met \Vith. 

'Tis pretended, that the King gave intelli~ence to the Spaniards of Raleigh's projetl:; as if he had 
needed to lay a plot for the dtHroying a man,~ whofe life had been fourteen years, and ilill w~s, in his 
power. The Spaniards wanted no otlter intelligence to be on their guard but the known and public 
faCt: of Raleigh's armament. And there was no reafon \vhy the King fhould conceal from them the 
projeCt of a fettlement, which Raleigh pretended, and the King believed to be entirely innocent. 

THE King's chiefblame feems to have lain in his negligence, in allowing Raleigh to depart with
out a more exaCt fcrutiny: But for this he apologizes, by fi1ying, that furcties we:e required for the 
good behaviour of P aleigh and all his a!fociates in the enterpri~c ; but that they g:n:e in bonds for 
one another : A cheat which was not perceived till they had fi ilcd) and whi h increafcd tl e fu~ icion 
of bad intentions. 

PERHAPS the King ought alfo to have grante Raleigh a pardon for his old trcafon, and to have 
trie l him anew for his new oftences. His punifhme1 t in that cafe \vould not only h:n ".;! '·een j uP., bu 
conduc:ted in a juil: and unexceptionable manner. But we are tol th~t a ridiculous c pinion at t , t 
ti 1e prevailed in the nation, (and it is plainly fuppofed by Sir \Valter in his apolo~y) that, b:· the 
treaty, war was ailowed with the Spaniards i11 the Indies, tho' pe~cc w~ s ma e in Europe: And 
\\hile that notion took place, no jury would have found Rah..igh guilty. So that had not tLe King 

uni ned him upo:1 the old fentcn~c, the Spaniar s would hav had a moH jull- caufe of complaint 
n _:;ainft the King fufEcient to have produced a war, at lea!1: to bvc deftroy d all cord',1liry, betwixt 
the n::rions. 

THIS explication It 10u5ht necefr'lry, in onle: to clear up h c fl:ory ofRa·c=n·h; \\hich, tho' \cry 
obviou·, is gc 1erally rnift<1 1·ea in fo grofa a manner, that 1 k1.o.v not its p rallel in the \ hole Eng· 
liili hifiory. 
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of governing, in the m oft important tranfaetions, this monarch, fo little celebrat
ed for politics or prudence. During the life of Henry, the King of Spain had 
dropped fome hints of befrowing on that Prince his eldeft daughter, whom he 
afttrwards difpofed of to the young King of France, Lewis XIII. At that time, 
the view of the Spaniards was to engage J ames into a neutrality with regard to 
the fucceffion of Cleves, which was difputed between the proteftant and popifh 
line: But the bait did not then take ; and J ames, in confequence .of his alliance 
with the Dutch, and Henry IV. of France, marched* 4000 men, under the 
command of Sir Ed ward. CC{:il, who joined thefe two powers, and put the Mar-
quefs of Brandenburgh and the Palatine of Newbourg, in poffeffion of that dutchy. 

GoNDOM·AR was, at this time, the Spanifh ambaffador. in England; a man 
whofe flattery was the n1ore artful, becaufe covered with the appearance of frank
ne!s and fincerity; whofe politics were the more dangerous, becaufe difguifed 
tmder the mafque of mirth and pleafantry. He now made offer of the feconcl 
daughter of Spain to Prince Charles ; and, that he might render tlie temptation 
irrefiftible to the neceffitous monarch, he gave hopes of an immenfe fortune, which 
ihould attend the Princefs. The court of Spain, tho' determined to contract no· 
alliance with a heretic, entered into negotiations with J ames, which they artfully 
protraCted, and, amidft every difappointment, frill redoubled his hopes of fuccefs. 
The tranfc1ctions in Germany, fo important to the Auftrian grcatnefs, . became, 
every day, a new motive for this duplicity- of conduft .. 

IN that great revolution of tnanners, .which happened during the lixteenth and 
the feventeenth centuries, . the only nations, who had the honourable, tho' often 
melancholy advantage, of making an effort for their expiring privileges, were fuch 
as, together with the principles of civil liberty, were animated with a zeal for reli
gious parties and opinions. Befides the irrefiftible force of mercenary armies, the 
European princes poffdJed this advantage, that they were ·defctnded from the an
tient royal families ; that they continued the fame ·appellations of magitl:rates, the 
fame appearance of civil government; and re!haining themfelves by all the forms of 
legal adminiftration, could infenfibly impofe the yoke on their unguarded fubjeB:s. 
Even the German nations, who formerly broke the Roman chains, and reftored 
liberty to mankind, now loft their own liberty, and faw with grief the abtolute 
author· ty of their princes firmly eftabli!hed amongfi: them. In their circumftan
ces, nothing bu t a pious zeal, which difregards all motives of human prudence, 
cou.ld hav~ made them entertain hopes of.preferving any longer thofe privileges, 
wh1ch their anceftors, thro' fo many ages, had tranfmitted to them .. 

As * 16ro. 
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As the houfe of Auftria, throughout all her extenlive dominions, had ever 

made religion the pretence of their ufurpations, they now mtt with refiftance from 
a Jike principle; and the catholic religion, as ufual, had ranged itfelf on the fide 
of monarchy ; the proteftant, on that of liberty. The fta tes of Bohen1ia, having 
taken arms againft the Emperor Mathias, continued their revolt againft his fuc
celfor Ferdinand, and claimed the obfervance of all the edicts enafted in favour of 
the new religion, together with the reftoration of their antient laws and confl:i·· 
tution. TI:e neighbouring principalities, Silefia, Mora via, Lufatia, Aufhia, even 
the kingdom of Hungary, took part in the quarrel; and throughout all thefe 
populous and martial provinces, the fpirit of difcord and civil war had univerfally 
diffufed itfelf. 

FERDINAND II. who polfelfed more vigour and ability, tho' not more lenity 
and moderation, than are ufual with the Aufhian princes, ftrongly armed him
felf for the recovery of his authority; and befides employing the affiftance of his 
fubjeB:s, who profelfed the antient religion, he engaged on his fide a powerful al
liance of the neighbouring potentates. All the catholic princes of the empire had 
embraced his defence; even Saxony, the moft powerful of the proteftant: Po
land had declared itfelf in his favour ; and, above alJ, the Spani!h monarch, 
deeming his own intereft clofely connected with that of the younger branch of 
his family, prepared powerful fuccours from Italy, and from the Low Countries; 
and he alfo advanced large fums for the fupport of Ferdinand and of the catholic 
religion. 

THE ftates of Bohemia, alarmed with thefe mighty preparations, began alfo to 
follicit foreign affifiance; and, together with that fupporr, which they obtained 
from the evangelical union in Germany, they endeavoured to eftabli1h connexions 
with greater princes. They caft their eyes on Frederic, EleCtor of Palatine. 
They confidered, that, befides the power of his own ftate, w hi eh was confiderable, 
he was fon-in-law to the King of England, and nephew to Prince Maurice, whofe 
authority was become almoft abfolute in the United Provinces. They hoped, 
that thefe princes, moved by t~1e conneCtions of blood, as well as by the tie of 
their common religion, would in'tereft themfelves in all the fortunes of Frederic, 
and would promote his greatnefs. They therefore made him a tender of their 
crown, which they confidered as eleCtive; and the young Palatine, fiimulated by 
ambition, without confulting either J aines or Maurice, whofe oppofition he fore
faw, immediately accepted the offer, and marched all his forces into Bohemia, in 
fupport of his new fubjeets. 
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THE news of thefe events no fooner reached England, than the whole kingdom 

was on fire to engage in the quarrel. Scarce was the ardour greater, with which 
all the ilates ofEurope, in former age , flew to refcue the holy land from the do
n1inion of infidels. The nation, at that time, were fincerely attached to the blood 
of their monarch, and thty confidered their conneCtion with the Palatine, who had 
1narried a daughter of England, as very clofe and intimate. And, when they 
heard of catholics carrying on wars and perfecutions aga· nft protef.lants, they 
thought their own intereft moft deeply concerned, and regarded their neutrality 
as a safe defertion of the caufe of God, and of his holy religion. In fuch a quar
rel, they would gladly have marched to the oppofite extremity of Europe, have 
plunged themfelves into a chaos of German politics, and have expended all the
blood and treafure of the nation , by maintaining a conterr with the whole houfe 
of Aufiria, at the very time, and in the very place, where it was the moft potent, 
and almoft irrefiftible. 

BuT James, befides that he had too little enterprize for fuch vaft undertakings, 
was reftrained by another motive, which had a mighty influence over him. e 
refufed to patronize the revolt of fubjeB:s againft their fovereign. From the very 
firft he denied to his fon-in-Iaw, the title of the King of Bohemia: He forbad him 
to be prayed for in the churches under that appellation : And tho' he owned, that 
he had no-wife examined the pretenfions, privileges, and conftitution of the re
vo1ted ftates ; fo exalted was his idea of the rights of kings, that he concluded 
fubjetls muft ever be in the wrong, when they Hood in oppofition to thofe, who 
had acquired or affumed that majeftic title. Thus, even in meafures, found-.d on 
true politics, J ames intermixed fo many narrow prejudices, as 1oft him all his au
thority, and expo fed him to the imputation of weaknefs and of error. 

16zo. MEAN while, affairs every where hafrened to a crifis. Ferdinand levied a mighty 
force under the command of the Duke of Bavaria and the Count ofBucquoy; and 
advanced upon his enemy in Bohemia. In the Low Countries, Spinola collected a 
veteran army of thirty thoufand men. vYhen Edmonds, the King's refident a 
Brufi'els, made remonihances to the Archduke Albert, he was anfwered, that the 
orders for this armament had been tranfmitted to SpinoJa. from Madrid, and that he 
alone knew the fecret intentions of it. Spinola again told the minifter, that his 
orders we:-e fiill fealed; and that, if Edmonds would accompany him in his 
march to Coblentz, he would there open them, and give hin1 full fatisfatlion. It 
was more eafy to fee his intention, than to prevent its fuccefs. Almofi: at one 
time, it was known in England, that Frederic, being defeated in the great and de
cifive battle of Prague, had fled with his family into Holland, and that Spino1a 

had 
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nad fallen upon the P~ latinate, and, meeting with no refifbmce, except from fome Chap. IV. 
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by the brave Sir Horace \r ere, had, in a little time, made himfelf mafi;er of the Palatinate. , 

greateft part of that principality. 
HIGH were now the murmurs and complaints againfl: the King's neutrality and 

t.maClive difpofition. The happinefs and tranquillity of their own country became 
diftafteful to the Englilh, when they reC.ecred on the oppreffions and diftrefies of 
their proteftant brethren in Germany. They confidcred not, that their interpofal 
in the wars of the continent, tho' agreeable to religious zeal, could not, at that 

time, be juftifred by any found ma~ims of politics; that, however exorbitant the 
Auftrian greatnefs, the dangu was flill too dlftant to give any jL ft alarms to Eng
land; that mighty r _fi!lance would yet be made by fo many potent and warlike 
princes and ftates in Germany, 'ere they \ rou ld yirld their neck to the yoke ; that 
France, now engaged to contr. B: a double alliance with the Auftrian family, muft 
neceffiuily be foon rouzed from her lethargy, and oppofe the progrefs of fo ha
ted a rival ; that in the farther advance of conquefl:s, even the interefr of the two 
branch s of that ambitiot.s family muft interfere, and beget mutual jcaloufy and 

oppofition; that a land- var ~ carried on at fuch a diftance, would wane the blood 
and treafure of the Englifh nation, without any hopes of fuccefs ; that a fea-war, 
indeed, might be both fafe and fuccefsful againft Spain, but would not affect 
the enemy in fuch vital parts as to make them ftop their career of fuccefs in Ger
tnany, and abandon all thtir acquifitions; and that the profpeB: of recovering the 
l)alatinate being at prefent defptrate, the affair was reduced to this fimple queftion, 
whether peace and .commerce with Spain, or the u: certain hopes of plunder and 

f conquefts in the Indies, were preferable? A quefl:ion, which, at the beginning. 
of the King's reign, had already been decided, and perlLlps v.i[ 11 reafon, in favour 
of the former advantages. 

J AMES might have defended hi pacific meafures by fuch p.aufible arguments: . ·egotiations 

But thefe feem not to luve been altogether the motives which fw·aytd him. He with Spain. 

had en ertained the Utopian notion, that, as his own juftice and moderation had 

fl1one out fo confpicuoufly thro' a1l thefc tranf:1B:ions, the whole houfc of Auftria, 
tho' not awed by the power of England, would willingly, from mere refpccr to 
his virtue, fubmit themfelves to fo equitable an arbitration. Ile flattered him-
felf with hopes, that, after he had formed an intim "'c c ~mnetl:ion with the Spa-
nifh monarch, by means of Lis fon's marriage, t 1e reftitution of the Palat'nate 
n1ight be procured, from the mo ive alone of f1 iend£1 ip a d perfonal regard. He · 
perceived not, that his unaEtive virtue, the more it was extolled, the greater con-
tempt was it expofed to. He was not fen!ible, that the Spaniih match was itfelf 

attended 
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attendtd with fuch difficulties, that all his art of negotiation would fcarce be able to furmount them ; much lefs, that that match could in good politics be depend
ed on, as the means of procuring fuch extraordinary advantages. His unwarlike difpofition, increafed by age, rivetted him frill fafter in his errors, and determined him to feek the refroration of his fon in law, by remonftrances and entreaties, by 
arguments and embaffi~ s, rather than by blood and violence. And the fame defect 
of courage, which held him in awe of foreign nations~ made him likewife afraid of !hocking the prejudices of his own fubjeCts, and kept him from openly avowing 
the meafures, which he was determined to purfue. Or perhaps, he hoped to turn 
thefe prejudices to account; and, by their means, engage his people to furnifu 
him with fupplies, of which their exceffive frugality had hitherto n1ade them fo 
fparing and referved. 

HE firft tried the expedient of a benevolence or free-gift from individuals, pre
tending the urgency of the cafe, which would not allow leifure for any other meafure : But the jealoufy of liberty was now rouzed, and the nation regarded thefe pretended benevolences as real violences, contrary to law and pernicious to free
dOtn, however authorized by antient preced~nt. A parliament was found to be 
the only refource, which could furnilh any "large fupplies ; and writs were accord
in_gly i.Uued for fummoning that great council of the nation. 

THIS parliament is remarkable for being the epoch, in which were firfr regu
larly formed, tho' without acquiring thefe denominations, the parties of CouRT 
and CouNTRY; parties, which have ever fince continued, and which, while 
they often threaten the total di!folution of the government, are the real caufes of 
jrs permanent life and vigour. In the antient Gothic conftitution, of which the 
Engli{h partook with other European nations, there was a mixture, not of autho
rity and liberty, which we have fince enjoyed in this i!land, and which now fub
fifl: uniformly together; but of autho~ity and anarchy, which perpetually !hocked 
with each other, and which t 'Ok place alternately, according as circumfl:ances were more or lefs favourable to either of them. A parliament, compofed of barbarians, fummoned from their fields and forrefts, uninfl:ructed by fiudy, converfation, or travel; ignorant of their own laws and hiftory, and unacquainted with 
the Gtuation of all foreign nations ; a parliament called precariou!ly by the King, and diffolved at his pleafure ; fitting a few days, debating a few points prepared for them, and whofe members were impatient to return to their own caftles, where alone they were grear, and to the chace, which was their favourite amufement: 
Such a par iament was very little fitted to enter into a d1fcuffion of all the quef
tions of government, and to {hare, in a regular n1anner, the legal adminiftration. 

4 The 



JA' MES I. 
The name, the authority of the king alone appeared, in the common courfe of Ch<p. TV 

1621. government; in extraordinary emergencies, he a£fu::1ed, with frill better reafon, 
the foie direction ; the imperfeCl: and unformed la\\ s left, in every thing, a lati• 
tude of interpretation; and when the ends, purfued by the monarch, were, in 
general, agreeable to his fubjeCl:s, little fcruple or jealoufy was entertained, with. 
regard to the regularity of the means. During the reign of an able, fortunate,. 
or popular prince, no member of either houfe, much lefs of the lower, durft think-
of entering into a formed party, in oppo!ition to the court; fince the diffolution. 
of the parliament muft, in a few days, leave him unproteCted, to the vengeance of 
his fovereign, and to thofe firetches of prerogative, which were then fo eafily. 
made, in order to puniih an obnoxious objeCl:. During an unpopu lar and weak 
reign, the current commonly ran fo firong againft the monarch, t'1at none durft 
inlift themfelves in the court-party; or if the prince was able to ingage any con
fiderable barons on his fide, the q uefl:ion was decided with arms in the field, not 
by debates or arguments in a fen ate or affembly. And upon the whole, the chief 
circumftance, which, during ancient times, retained the prince in any legal form of 
adminiftration, was, that the fword, by the nature of the feudal tenures, remained . 
ftill in the hands of his fubjeCls; and this irregular and d<lng.erous check had much 
more influence than the regular and methodical limits of the laws and conftitution .. . 
As the nation could not be compelled, it was requifite, that every public meafure· 
o£ confequence, particularly that of levying new taxes, fhould feem to be adopted 
by common confent ·and approbation • . 

THE princes of the houfe of Tudor; partly by the vigour of their adminil1r~"" 
tion, partly by the concurrence of favourable ci cumftances, had been able to efta
blifh a more regular fyftem of government; but they drew the conflitution fO" . 
near to defpotifm, as diminifhed extremely the authority of the patliament. That 
f~nate became, in a great degree, the organ of royal w~ll and pleafL:re: Oppofi
tion would have been regarded as a fpecies of rebellion : And even religion, the. 
mof1 dangerous article, in which innovations could be be introduced, had admitted, 
in the courfe of a few years, four fc:veral a!:era:ions , from the authority alone of 
the fovereign. The parliament was not then the road to honour a~1d pref rment: . 
The tal nt of popular intrigue and eloquence were uncultivated and unknown : 
And tho' that afJembly frill preferved authority, and retained the privilege of : 
maki. g laws and beftowing public mOJ~ey, the members ·acqu:red not, up0n that· 
account, eitl:er :\ 'th pri11ce or people, ml eh more weight and conflderat!on. V{hat" 
p ;wers were requifite for conducting the macLin of govern'11tnt, the King was, 
accuftomed, of himfelf, to affume. !-lis own revenues fupplied him with money 
fufficient for his. ordinary _exp~nces. And when extr,lQrdinary emerg~ncies occur- -

ed:> ~ 
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Chap. IV. red, the prince needed not to folicit votes in parliament, either for the mal·illg 
102 1· laws or im 1 ofing taxes, both of \vhich were now become requifite for public in

terefi: and prtfervatio,l. 

THE fecurity of individuals, fo neceffary to the liberty of popular councils, wa:; 
totally unknown in tha age. And as no defpotic princes, fcarce even the eaften, 
tyrants, rule intirely without the concurrence of fome affemblies, which fuj'ply 
both ad vice and authority; little, but a mercenary force, fcems then to have beet 
wanting towards the eflabliibment of a fimple monarchy in England. The 
militia, tho' more favourable to regal authority, than the feudal inftitutions, was 
much inferior, in this refpett, to difciplined armies; and if it did not preferve 
liberty to the peop1e, it prcferved, at leafi:, the power, if ever the inclinat:on fi1ould 
arifc, of recovering it. , 

BuT fo low, at that time, ran the inclination towards liberty, that Elizabet11, 
the ]aft of that arbitrary line, herfelf no lefs arbitrary, was yet the n1oft renown- · 
eJ and moft popular of all the fovereigns, who had filled the throne of Eng
land. It was natural for J ames to take the government as he found it, and to 
purfue her mea Cures, \' hich he heard fo much applauded ; nor did his penetra
tion extend fo far as to difcover, that neither his circumfhnces nor his character 
could fupport fo extenfive an authority. His narrow revenues and little frugality 
began now to render him dependent on his people, even in the ordinary courie 
of adminifhation: Their increafing knowlege difcovered to them that advantage, 
v. hich they had obtained ; and made them fenfible of the ineftimable value of 
civil liberty. And as he poifeffed too little dignity to command refpecr, and too 
much good-nature to imprefs fear, a new fpirit difcovered itfelf every day in the 
parliament ; and a party, jealous of a free conftitution, were regularly formed in 
the houfe of commons. 

BuT notwithftanding the~e advantages, acquired to liberty; fo extenfive was 
royal authority, and fo firml; efrablifhLd in all its parts, that 'tis prob~bJe the pa
triots of that age would have defpaircd of ever refi 'ing it, had they not been 
ftin~ulated by religious mcti ves, which infpire a courage, unfurmountable by any 
human obft acle. 

THE fame alliance, which has ever prevailed betwixt kingly power and ecc1e
fi..tft:ical authority, was now fully efl:abli!hed in England; and while the prince 
affifte~ the clergy in fupp.reffin~ fchifmatics and innovator~, the clergy, in re
turn, mculcated the dotlnne ot an unreftrved fubmiffion and obedienc: to t1 e 
civil magiftrate. l'he genius of the church of Fngbnd, fo kindly to monarchy, 
forwarded the confcdtracy; irs fubmiffion to epifcopal jurifdiction; its attach
n.ent to ceremonies, to order, and to a decent pomp and i})lendor of worfhip; 

and 
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and in a word, its affinity to the tame fuper!.tition of the catholics, rather than Chap. IV. 
r x6z 1. to the wild fanaticifm of the puritans. 

ON the other hand, oppofi! ion to the church, and the perfecutions under which 
they laboured, were fufficient to throw the pur;tans into the country party, and 
to beget political principles little favourable to the high pretenfions of the fove
reign. 1'he fpirit too of enthufiafm ; bold, daring, and uncontrouled; ftrongly 
difpofed their minds to adopt republican tenets ; and inclined them to arrogate, 
in their actions and conduct, the fame liberty, which they affumed, in their rap
turous flights and extafies. Ever fince the fir(l: origin of that feet, thro' the 
whole reign of Elizabeth as well as of J ames, puritannical principles had been 
underftood in a double fcnfe, and expreffed the opinions favourable both to po
litical and to ecclefiaftical liberty. And as the court, in order to difcredit all par
liamentary oppofition, affixed the denomination of puritans to its antagonifts ; the 
religious puritans wil lingly adopted this idea, which was fo advantageous to them, 
and vo. hich confounded their caufe with that of the patriot5 or country party. Thus 
were the civil and ecclefiaftical faCtions rezularly formed ; and the hmnour of the 
nation, during that age, running frrongly towards fanatical extravagancies, the 
fpirit of civil liberty gradually rc:vived from its lethargy, and by means of its re
ligious affociate, from which it reaped more advantage than honour, it fecretly 
enlarged its dominion over the greatefl: part of the kingdom. 

IN this parliament, however, it muft be owned, there appeared, at firft, nothing 
but duty and fubmiffion on the part of the commons; and they feemed determined 
to facrifice every thing, in order to maintain a good correfpondence with their 
prince. They would allow no mention to be n1ade of the new cuftoms or impo
fitions, which had been fo eagerly difputed in the former parliament: The im
prifonment of the members of that p:1rliament was here, by fome, complained of; 
but, by the authority of the graver and more prudent part of the houfe, that 
grievance was buried in oblivion : And being informed, that the King had re
mitted very confiderable fums to the Palatine, they voted him two fubfidies; and 
that too, at the very beginning of the feffi Jn, contrary to the m.1xims frequently 
adopted by their predeceffors. 

AFTERwARDs, they proceeded, but in a very temperate manner, to the ex
amination of grievances. They found, that patents had been granted to Sir Giles 
Mompeffon and Sir Francis Michel, for the licencing inns and ale-houfes; that 
gr~at fums of money had been levied, under pretext of thefe licences ; and that 
fuch innkeepers as prefumed to continue their bufinefs, wiLhout fatisfying the 
rapaci ty of the patentees, had been feverely punif11ed by fints, imprifonments, 
and other vexations. 

VoL. I. L THE 



Chap. IV. 
1621. 

Baton's fall. 

74 H I S T 0 R Y oF G RE AT B R I T A I N. 

THE fame perfons had alfo procured a patent, which they fl1ared with Sir 
Edward Villiers, brother to Buckingham, for the fole making of gold and fiJver 
thread and lace, and had obtained very extraordinary powers for preventing any 
rivalfi1ip in thefe manufactures: They were anned with authority to~ fearcli 
for all goods, which might interfere with their patent ; and even to punifb, at 
their own will and difcretion, the makers, importers, and venders of fuch com
modities. Many had grievoufly fuffered by this exorbitant jurifdiB:ion ; and 
the lace, which had been manufactured by the patentees, was found univerfally 
to be adulterated, and to be compofed more of copper than of the precious me
tals. 

THESE grievances the commons reprefented to the King; and they tnet with 
a very gracious and very cordial reception. He feemed even thankful for the 
information given him ; and declared himfelf afhamed, that fuch abufes, un
knowingly to him, had crept into his adminiftration. " I aifure you,'' faid he, 
" had I before heard thefe things con1plained of, I \\ ould have done the office 
H of a juft king, and out of parliament have punifbed them, as feverely, and 
" peradventure more, than you now intend to do." A fentence was paft for the 
punifhment of Michel, and Mompeifon. It was executed on the former. The latter 
broke prifon and efcaped. Villirrs was, at that time, fent purpofely on a foreign 
employment; and his guilt being lefs enormous or lefs apparent than that of the 
others, he was eafily protected by the credit of his brother, Buckingham. 

ENCOURAGED by this fuccefs, the commons carried their fcrutiny, and ftill 
with a refpeB:ful hand, into other abufes of g;-eat importance. The feals were, 
at that time, in the keeping of the celebrated Bacon, created Vifcount St. At
bans ; a man univerfally admired for the greatnefs of his genius, and beloved 
for the courteoufnefs and humanity of his behaviour. He, was the great orna
ment of his age and nation; and nought was wanting to render him the orna
nlent of hun1an nature itfelf, but that ftrength of mind, which might check 
his intemperate defire of preferment, that could add nothing to his dignity, 
and reftrain his profufe inclination to expence, that could be requifite neither for 
his honour nor entertainment. His want of oeconomy and his indulgence to fer
vants had involved him in neceffities; and, in order to fupply his prodigality, 
he had been tempted to take bribes, and that in a very open manner, from fui
tors in chancery. 'Tis pretended, that, notwithflanding this enormous abufe, 
he had ftill, in the feat of juftice, preferved the integrity of a judge, and had 
given juft decrees againft thofe very perfons, from whom he hJd received the 
wages of iniquity. Complaints rofe the louder on that account, and at ]aft reach
ed the houfe of commons, who fent up an impeachment againft hin1 to the peers. 

The 
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The chancellor, confcious of guilt, dl·precated the vengeance of his judges, and 
endeavoured, by a general avowal, to efcape the confufion of a ftriCl:er inquiry. 
The lords infifred on a particular confeffion of all his corruptions. He acknow
leged twenty-eight_ articles*; and was fentenced to pay a fine of 4o,ooo 
pounds, to be imprifoned in the Tower during the King's pleafure, to be for ever 
incapable of any office, place, or employment ; and never again to fit in parlia
n1ent, or come within the verge of the court. 

THIS dreadful fentence, dreadful to a man of nice fenfibiiity to honour, he fur- · 
vived five years; and being releafed, in a little time, from the Tower, his ge
nius, yet unbroken, fupported itfelf amidft involved circumftances and a depreffed 
fpirit, and ihone out in literary productions, which have made his guilt or weak
neiTes be forgotten or overlooked by pofterity. In confideration of his great 
merit, the King remitted his fine, as well as all the other parts of his fentence, 
conferred on him a large penfion of I 8oo pounds a year, and employed every 
expedient to alleviate the weight of his age and misfortunes. And that great 
philofopher, at hft, acknowleged with regret, that he had too long neglected the 
true ambition of a fine genius; and by plunging into bufinefs and affairs, which 
require much lefs capacity, but greater firmnefs of tnind, than the purfuits of 
learning, had expofed himfelf to fuch grievous calamities. 
·· THE commons had entertained the idea, that they were the great patrons of 
the pe_ople, and that the redrefs of all grievances muft proceed from them; and 
to this principle they were chiefly beholden for the regard and confideration of 
the public. In the execution of this office, they now kept their ears open to 
complaints of every kind ; and they carried their refearches into many grievances, 
which, tho' of no great importance, could not be touched, without fenfibly af
fecting the King and his minifters. The prerogative feemed, each moment, to 
be invaded ; the King's authority, in every article, was difputed ; and :J ames~ 
who was willing to correct the abufes of his power, could not fubmit to have 
his power itfelf queftioned and denied. After the houfe, therefore, had fat 
near fix months, and had, as yet, brought no confiderable bufinefs to a full con
clnfi~n, the King refolved, under pret nee of the advanced feafon, to interrupt 

L 2 their 

* One of them is to this purpofe. The vintners in London refufed to gi\·c above a certain price 
for wine:;. The merchants cdmplained to the council. The I ing made a reference to the chancellcr. 
He ordered the vintners to give the priced manded by t 1e merc..hants, and imprifoncd two or three 
of the mofi: obllina:e, till they complied. For his pai;1s, he receive 1 a prefent of 1000 pounds rom 
1he merchants. It may fcem to us remarkable, that 1 w v ... ·as not accafed for arbitrnrr proc ... edino--, but 
1or coiTuntion. State trial ; ,·ol. v. p. 4+ firfr edit. 
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·Chap. IV. their proceedings_; and he fe~t them \~ord, th:t he was determined, in -~ v~ry J6.21 • little titne, to adJourn them ttll next wmter. fhe commons n1ade appb .... JtiOn to the lords, and defired them to join in a petition for delaying the adjournment ; which was refufed by the upper houfe. The King regarded this project of a joint petition as an attempt to force him from his meafures : l-Ie thanked the peers for their refutal to concur in it, and told them, that, if it was their defire, he would delay the adjournment, but would not fo far comply with the rcqueft of the lower houfe. And thus, in thefe great national affairs, the fame peevifhnefs, which, in private altercations, often raifes a quarrel from the fmalleft beginnings, produced a mutual coldnefs and difguft betw~.:en the King and the commons. 

DuRIN c the recefs of parliament, the King ufed every meafure to render him· felf popular with the nation, and to appeafe the riling ill humor of their repre. fentatives. He had voluntarily offered to the parliament to circumfcribe his own prerogative, and to abrogate his power of granting all monopolies for the future. He now recalled all the patents of that kind, and redr~ffed every article of grievance, to the number of thiny-feven, which had ever been complained of in the houfe of commons. But he gained not the end, which he propofed. The dif· guft, which had appeared at pJrting, could not fo fuddenly be difpelJed. He had likewife been fo imprudent as to commit to prifon Sir Edwin Sandys, and Mr: Selden, without any known caufe, befides their activity and vigour, in difcharging their duty as members of parliament. And above all, the tranfactions in Germany were fufficienr, when joined to the King's cautions, negotiations, an::i delays, to inflame that jealoufy of honour and religion, which prevailed through· out the. nation. This fummer, the ban of the empire was publifhed againft the Elector Palatine ; and the execution of it was committed to the Duke of Bava. ria. The upper Palatinate was, in a little time, conquered by that prince, and meafures were taking in the empire for beftowing on him the electoral dignity, of which the Palatine was defpoiled. Frederic now lived with his numerous fami ... ly, in poverty and diftrefs, either in Holland, or at Sedan with his uncle the Duke of Bouillon. And throughout all the new conquefts, in both the Palatinates as well as in Bohemia, Auftria, Lufatia; the progre[:, of the Auftrian arms was difringuifhed by rigours and feverities, exercifed againft the profeffors of the refonned religion. 
THE zeal of the commons immediately moved them, upon their affemblinO', q.th of Nov. to take all thefe tranfactions into confideration. They framed a remonfl:ranc~,. which they intended to carry to the King. They reprefented, that the enor

mous 
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n1ous growth of the AuH:rian power threatened the liberties of all Europe ; 
that the progrefs of the catholic religion in England bred the moft melanchbly 
apprehenfions, left it fhould again acquire an afcendJnt in the kingdom ; that the 
indulgence of his Majefty towards the profeffors of that religion had encouraged 
their infolence and temerity; that the uncontroult d conqucfis, made by the Auflrian 
family in Germany, raired mighty ex~ectations in the Englifh papifts; but above 
all, that the profpect of the ~panifh n1atch elevated them fo far as to hope for 
an in tire toleration, if not a final re-e!lablifhment of their religion. The com-
mons, therefore, entreated his Majefty, that he would immediately undertake 
the defence of the Palatine, anJ maintain it by force of arms ; that he would 
turn his fword againft Spain, whofe armies and treafures were the chief [up-
port of the catholic interefl: in Europe; that he would enter into no negotiation 
for the marriage of his fon but with a proteflant princcfs ; that the children of 
popifh recufants lhould be taken from their parents, and committed to the care 
of proteftant teachers and fchoolmafters ; and that the fines and confifcations, 
tO which the Catholics were by law liable, fhould be levied with the utmoft fe· 
verity. 

Chap. IV. 
1621. 

BY this bold ilep, unprecedented in England for many years, and unheard of Rupture be

in peaceable times, the commons attacked at once all the King's favourite ma- tween)Ki.ng 
· - h · · d · fi r 1 · 1 · d I and I arha-Xll11S of government; IS cautiOus an pao c mealUres, 11s emty towar s t 1e 

~ ment. 
Romin1 religion, and his attachment to the Spanin1 alliance, from which he 
promifed himfelf fuch mighty advantages. But what moft difgufl:ed him was, 
their feeming invafion of his prerogative, and their pretending, under colour of 

advice, to direct his conduct in fuch tranfactions, as had ever been acknowleged 
to belong folely to the management and direction of the fovereign. He was, 
at that time, abfent at Newmarket ; but fo foon as he heard of the in
tended remonftrance of the commons, he wrote a letter to the fpeaker, where 
he fharply reproved the houfe for debating openly of matters far above their 
reach and capacity, and he firictly forb1d then1 to meddle with any thing, that 
regarded his government or deep matters of ftate, and efpecially not to touch 
his fon's marriage with the daughter of Spain, nor to attack the honour of that 
King or any other of his ti·iends and confederates. In order the more to terrify 
them, he mentiontd the imprifonment of Sir Ed win Sandys ; and tho' he denied, 
that the confinement ef that member had been owing to any offence committed 
in the houfe, he yet plainly told them, that he thought himfelf fully intitled to 
puni(h every mirdemeanour i !1 parliament, as well during its fitting as after its 
diffolution ; and that he intende i thenceforward to chafiize any man, whofc in

folent behaviour there fhould minifter occafion of offence. 
THIS 
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T H rs violent letter, in which the King, tho' he here imitated former precedents of Elizabeth, may be thought not to have a5ted altogether on the de· fenfive, had the effect, which might naturally have been expected from it: The commons were ('nflamed, not terrified. Confcious of their own popularity, and of the bent of the nation towards a war with the catholics abroad, and the perfecution of popery at home, they little dreaded the menaces of a prince, who was unfupported by military force, and whofe gentle temper would, of itfelf, fo foon difann his feverity. In a new remonftrance, therefore, they il:ill infifted on their former remonfl:rance and ad vice ; and they maintained, tho' in refpeCl:ful terms, that they were intitled to interpofe with their council in all matters of government ; that it was their antient and undoubted right, and an inheritance tranfmitted to thetn from their anceftors, to poffefs intire freedom of fpeech in their debates of publ.ic bufinef.'i; and that, if any member abufed this liberty, it belonged to the houfe alone, who were witneffes of his offence, to infliCt a proper cenfure upon him. 

. S o vigorous an anfwer was no way calculated to appeafe the King. 'Tis faid, when the approach of the committee, who were to prefent it, was notified to him, he ordered twelve chairs to be brought: For that there were fo many kings ~ coming. His anfwer was prompt and fharp. He told the houfe, that their remonftrance was more like a denunciation of war than an addrefs of dutiful fubjcEts; that their pretenfion to inquire into all ftate-affairs, without exception, was fuch a plenipotence as none of their anceftors, even during the reign of the weakeft princes, had ever pretended. to ; that public tranfaB:ions depended on a complication of views and intelligence, \v ith which they were intirely unacquainted ; that they could not better fhow their wifdom, as well as duty, than by keep. ing within their proper·'* fphere; and that in any bufinefs, which depended on his prcrogati ve, they had no title to interpofe with their ad vice, except when he was pleafed t? defire it. And he concluded with thefe memorable words; And tho' we cannot allow of your jiile, in mentioning your antient and undoubted right and inhe'ritmzce, but w~uld rather have wifhed, that ye had [aid, that )'Our privileges 7.':Jere deri·ved from the grace rz12d permij}ion of our ance.flor s and us (for the mo.ft of them grew from preced~n s, wl~ich jhcws ra:·her a toleration than inberitance ;) )'et we are plt'afed to gi·ve )'Ctt cur royal ajfurance, that as long as )'Ott contain your felves within the limits oj )'Our dut)', u·e wi!l be as careful to mainttLin and prefcrve )'OUr lawful liberties a11d pr:'uileges as ever .Gll)' of our predece.!Jors were, 11ay, as to prefer..·ve o.ur ow;z royal pre-1'ogative. 

THIS "" A't:_;"i;t r ultra rre;ic'a'!! . 1 his exr:-rcfli~n is im~gincd to be infolci~t an.l clilob1i_sing: But i was a Latm pro·>'crb fat~1iliarly un d on a!l o:c~:.J.ons. 
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THIS open pretenfion of the King defervedly gave great alarm to the houfe Clnp. IV. 
1621. of commons. They faw thei~ title to every privilege, if not plainly der.ied, yet 

confidered, at leaf!:, as very precarious. It might be forfeited by abufe , a-nd they 
had already abufed it. They thought proper, therefore, immediately to oppofe xSth of Dec. 

pretenfion to pretenfion. They framed a protefl:ation, where they repeated all Proteil:ation of 

their former claims for freedom of fpeech, and an unbounded authority to inter- the commons. 

pofe with th~ir ad vice and council. And they afferted, '!'hat the liberties, fran- · 
chifes, prh•ileges, and jttrifdiftions of parliament are the antient and undoubted birth-
right and inheritance of the fubjefts of England ~. 

THE King, informed of thcfe increafing heats and jealoufies in the houfe, hur
ried to town. He fent immediately for the journal-book of the commons; 
and, with his own hand, before the council, he tore out this proteftation ; an~ 
ordered his reafons to be inferred in the council· book. He was doubly difplea
fed, he faid, with the proteftation of the lower houfe ; on account of the Inan
ner of framing it, as well as of the matte r, which it contained. It was tumultu
oufly voted, at a late hour, and in a thin boufe ; and it was expreffed in fuch ge
neral and ambiguous terms, as might ferve for a foundation to the mofl: enormous 
claims, and to the mort unwarrantable ufurpations upon his prerogative. 

THE meeting of the houfe might have proved dangerous after fo violent a breach. 
It was no longer po!Iible, while men were in fuch a temper, to finifh any bufinefs. 
The King, therefore, prorogued the parliament, and foon after diffolved it by pro
clamation ; where he alfo made an apology to the public for his whole conduct. 

THE 

• This protefbtion is (o remarkable, that it may not be improper to give it in its own words. 
" The commons now afiembled in parliament, being juftly occafioned thereunto, concerning fundry 
" liberties, franchifcs anc.l pri\ iieges of parliament, amongfr others here mentioned, do make this 
" proteflation following; That the liberties, franchifes andjurifaitlions of parliament are the antient 
" and undoubted birth-right and inbcrituncc of the fubjetls of England ; anc.l that the urgent and 
" arduous affairs concerning t: e king, ibte, and defence of the realm and of the church of England, 
" and the maintenance and making of laws and redrefs of mifchiefs and grievance~, which daily hap
" pen wi thin this realm, are proper fubje~ s and matter of council and debate in parl iament, and that 
" in the handling and proceeding of thofe bufineftes, every member of the houfe of parliament hath, 
" and, of right, ought t.J have, fi-eedom of fpeech to propound, treat, reafon, and bring to con
" clufion the fame ; and that the commons in parliament have like liberty and freedom to t reat of 
" thefe matters, in fuch order as in thtir judg ments ihall feem fi ttell:, and that every member of the 
" faid houfe h;;th like freedom from all impeachment, imprifonment and molefiation (other than by 
" cenfure of th~ houtc itCclf) for, or concerning any fpeaking, reafoning or decla ring of any matter 
" or matters touching the parliament or parliamcnt-bufineis. And that if any ~f the faid members 
~' be complained of and quellioned for any thing done or faid in parliament, the fame is to be ihown 
" to the king by t 1e ac.lvice and a!fent of all the cotnmon.s a!fembled in parliament, before .the king 
4

' give credence to any p rivate information." 
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Chap. IV. The leading members of the houfe, Sir Edward Coke and Sir Robert Philip5, 1621 • were committed to the Tower: Selden, Pytn, and Mallory to other prifons. As a lighter puni!hment, Sir Dudley Digges, Sir Thoma'l Crew, Sir Nathaniel 

Rich, Sir J ames Perrot, joined in commifiion with others, were fent to Ireland, in 
order to execute fome bufinefs. The King, at that time, enjoyed, at leaft exer
cifed, the prerogative o.f employing any man, even without his confent, in any 
branch of public fervice. 

SIR John Saville, a powerful man in the houfe of commons, and a zealous 
opponent of the court, was made comptroller of the houfhold, a privy counfellor, 
and foon after, a baron. This event is memorable; as being the fidl: inftance, 
perhap~, in the whole hiflory of England, of any king's advancing a man, on account of parliamentary intereft, and of oppofition to his meafures. However 
irregular this praftice, it will be regarded by political reafoners, as one of the mofl: 
early and ,moft infallible fymptoms of a regular eltablifhed ltberty. 

"THE King having thus, with fo rafh and indifcreet a hand, torn off that fa
cred veil, which hitherto covered the Englilh confl:itution, and which threw an 
obfcurity upon it, fo advantageous to royal prerogative; every man began to in
dulge himfelf in political reafonings and inquiries ; and the fame factionc, which 
commenced in parliament, were propagated throughout the nation. In vain, did 
J ames, by re-iterated proclamations, forbid the difcourfing of ftate affairs. 
Such proclamations, if they had any efreet, ferved rather to inflame the curiofity of the public. And in every circle or fociety, the late tranfJetions became the 
fubjcCl: of argument and debate. 

ALL hiftory, laid the partizans of the court, as well as the hifl:ory of England, 
juitify the Ying's pofition with regard to the or;gin of popular privileges; and 
every reafonable man muft allow, that, as monarchy is the n1oft fimple form of go
vernment, it muft firft have occurred to rude and uninfi:ruCt:ed mankind. The 
other complicattd and artificial additions were the fucceffive invention of fovereigns, 
and legiilators; or, if they were obtruded on the prince by feditious fubjects, their origin muft appear, on that account, ftill rnore precarious and unfavour.1ble. In 
England, the authority of the King, in all the exterior forms of government and 
in the common fl:yle of law, appears totally abfolute and fovereign ; nor does the real fpirit of the confl:itution, as it has ever difLovereJ itfelf in pra ''tice, fall much 
fl1ort of thefe appearances. The parliament is created by his will; by his ,,j]l it 
is diffolved. 'fis his will alone, tho' at the defi1e of both houfes, which gives 
authority to laws. 1"o all foreign nations, the majefty of the monarch feems to 
merit fole attention and regard. And no fubjeCl:, who has expofed himfelf to 

royal 
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royal indignation, can propofe to Jive with fafety in the kingdom; nor can he Chap. rv. 
16zt . even leave it, according to law, without the confent of his mafter. If a magi-

fl:rate, invironed with fuch power and fplendor, ihould confider his authority as 
facred, and regard himfelf as the anointed of heaven, his pretenfions may bear a 
very favourable conftruction. Or, allowing them to be merely pious frauds, we 
need not be furprized, that the fame ftratagem, which was practifed by Minos, 
Numa, and the moft celebrated legiOators of antiquity, lhould now, in thef~ refl:-
lefs and inquifitive times, be employed by the King of England. Subjects are not 
raifed above that quality, tho' affembled in parliament. The fame humble re-
fpect and deference is ftill due to their prince. Tho' he indulges them in the privi-
lege of laying before him their domeftic grievances, with which they are fuppofed 
to be beft acquainted, this warrants not their bold intrufion into each province of 
government. And, to every judicious examiner, it muft appear, H That the 
" lines of duty are as much tranfgreffed by a more independent and Iefs refpetl:-
" ful exercife of acknowledged powers, as by the ufurpation of fuch as are new 
" and unufual." 

THE lovers of liberty, throughout the nation, reafoned after a very different man
ner. 'Tis in vain, faid they, that the King traces up the Englilh government to its 
firft origin, in order to reprefent the privileges of parliament as dependent and pre
carious : The prefcription and practice of fo many ages, muft, long ere this time, 
have given a fanCl:ion to thefe affemblies, even tho' they had been derived from 
an origin not more dignified, than that which he affigns them. If the written re
cords of the Englilh nation, as afferted, reprefent parliaments to have arifen from 
the confent of monarchs ; the principles of human nature, when we trace govern
ment a ftep higher, mufl: !how us, that monarchs themfdves owe all their autho~ 
rity to the voluntary fubmiffion of the people. But, in fatt, no age can be fhown, 
when the Englifh government was altogether an unmixed monarchy: And if the 
privileges of the nation have, at any !?articular period, been overpowered by vio
lent irruptions of foreign force or domeftic ufurpation ; the generous fpirit of the 
people has ever feized the firft opportunity of re efrablilhing the antient govern
ment and confiitution. rrho' in the fty1e of the laws, and in the ufual forms of ad
miniftration, the royal authority may be reprefented as facred and fupreme; what
ever is effential to the exercife of fovereign and legiflative power, muft fti11 be re
garded as equally divine and inviolable. Or, if any diftinction be made in this re
fpeCl:, the preference is rather due to thofe national councils, by whofe interpofal 
the exorbitancies of tyrannical power are reftrained, and that facred liberty is pre
ferved, which heroic fpirits, in all ages, have deemed more precious than life itfdf. 
Nor is it fufficient to !ay, that the mild and equitable adminiftration of James, af-

VoL. I. M fords 
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Chap. IV. fords little occafion, or no occaGon, of complaint. However moderate the exer-

1621' cife of his prerogative, however exaCt his obfervance of the laws and conftitution; 
" If he founds his authority on arbitrary and dangerous principles, 'tis requifite 
" to watch hin1 with equal care, and to oppofe him with equal vigour, as if he had 
" indulged himfelf in all the excelfes of cruelty and tyranny.'' 

AMIDST all thefe difputes, the wife and moderate in the nation endeavoured to 
preferve, as much as poffible, an equitable neutrality between the oppofite parties; 
and the more they refleCted on the courfe of public affairs, the greater difficulty they 
found of fixing juft fentiments with regard to thern. On the one hand, they re· 
garded the very rife of oppofite parties as a happy prognoftic of the eftablilhment 
of liberty ; nor could they ever expetl: to enjoy, in a mixed government, fo inva
luable a bltffing, without fuffering that inconvenience, which, in fuch governments, has ever attended it. But, when they confidered, on the other hand, the 
nece1fary aims and purfuits of both parties, they were ftruck with apprehenfion of 
the confequences, and could difcover no feafible plan of accommodation between 
them. From long pratl:ice, the crown was now po.lfe!fed of fo exorbitant a pre· rogative, that it was not fufficient for liberty to remain on the defenfive, or endea· 
vour to fecure the little ground, which was left her: It was become requifite to carry on an offenfive war, and to circumfcribe, within more narrow, as well as more 
exact bounds, the authority of the fovereign. Upon fuch provocation, it could 
not but happen, that the prince, however juft and moderate, would endeavour to 
reprefs his opponents; and, as he ftood upon the very brink of arbitrary power, 
it was to be feared, that he would, haftily and unknowingly, pafs thofe limits, which were not precifely marked by the conftitution. The turbulent government 
of England, ever fluCtuating between privilege and prerogative, would afford a va• 
riety of precedents, which might be pleaded on both fides. In fuch delicate quef-
tions, the people muft be divided : The arms of the ftate were frill in their hands: 
A civil war muft enfue; a civil war, where no party or both parties would juftly 
bear the blame, and where the good and virtuous would fcarce know what vows to 
form, were it n~t that liberty, ~o n:cef!ary to the perfetl:ion of human fociety, 
would be fi1ffic1ent to byafs the1r affetl:10ns towards the fide of its defenders. 

CHAP~ 
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C H A P. V. 

Negotiations with regard to the marriage and the Palatinate.-CharaCier 
of Buck£ngham.-Prince's journey to Spain.-Marriage treaty 
broken.-A parliament .-Return of Brijlol.--Rupture with 
Spain.-'Ireaty with France.-Manifeldt's expedition.-Death 
'![the King.-His character. 

T 0 wreft the Palatinate from the hands of the Emperor and the Duke of Ba- 1622. 
varia, muft always have been regarded as a very difficult taik for the power of 

England, conduCl:ed by fuch an unwarlike prince as J ames: It was plainly impoffi-
ble, while the breach continued between him and the commons. The King's ne- Negotiations 
gotiations, therefore, had they been managed with ever fo great dexterity, muft now whith reg~rd to 

t e marnage carry lefs weight with them ; and it was eafy to elude all his applications. When and the Pala .. 
Lord Digby, his ambaffador to the Emperor, had defired a ceffation of hoftili- tinate. 
ties, he was remitted to the Duke of Bavaria, who commanded the Auftrian ar-
mies. The Duke of Bavaria told him, that it was entirely fuperfluous to forn1 
any treaty for that purpofe. Hoflilities are already ceafed, faid he ; and I doubt not 
but 1 jhall be able to prevent their revival, by keeping firm poffejjion of the Palatinate, 
till a final agreement jhall be concluded between the contending parties. Notwithftand-
ing this infult, J ames endeavoured to refume with the Emperor a treaty of accom-
modatiotl ; and he opened the negotiations at Bruffels, under the mediation of the 
Archduke Albert, and, after his death, which happened about this time, under 
that of the Infanta : When the conferences were entered upon, it was found, 
that the powers of thefe princes to determine in the controverfy, were not fuffi-
cient nor fatisfaCl:ory. Schwartzenbourg, the imperial minifter, was expected at 
London; and it was hoped, that he would bring more ample authority : His com-
miffion referred entireiy to the negotiation at Bruffels. It was not difficult for 
the King to perceive, that his applications \•ere purpofely eluded by the Empe· 
ror ; but as he had no choice of any other expedient, and it feemed the intereft 
of his fon· in-law to keep alive his pretenfions, he was ftill contented to follow 
Ferdinand thro' all his fhifts and evafions. Nor was he entirely difcouraged, 
even when the impe1 ial diet at Ratifbon, by the influence, or rather authority of 
the Emperor, tho' contrary to the protefiation of Saxony and all the reformed, 

· M 2 had 
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Chap. V. had transferred the electoral dignity from the Palatine to the Duke of Bat6zz. varia. 
MEAN while, the efforts made by Frederic for the recovery of his dominions 

were vigorous. Three armies were levied in Germany by his authority, under 
three commanders, Duke Chriftian of Brunfwick, the Prince of Baden-Dourlach, 
and Count Mansfeldt. 1"'he two former generals were defeated by Count Tilly and 
the Imperialifis: The third, tho' much inferior in force to his enemies, frill 
maintained the war; but with no great fupplies of money either from the Palatine 
or the King of England. It was chiefly by pillage and free quarters in the Pa
latinate, that he fubfifted his army. As the Auftrians were regularly paid, they 
were kept in more exaCt difcipline; and J ames became juftly apprehenfive, left 
fo unequal a conteft, befides ravaging the Palatine's hereditary dominions, would' 
end in the total alienation of the people from their antient fovereign, by whom 
they were plundered, and in an attachment to their new mafrers, by whom they 
were protected. He therefore wifely perfuaded his fon-in-law to difarm, under 
colour of duty and fubmiffion to the Emperor: And accordingly, Mansfeldt was 
difmiffed from the Palatine's fervice; and that famous general withdrew his army 
into the Low Countries, and there received a commiffion from the ftates of the 
United Provinces. 

To fhew how little account was made of James's negotiations abroad, there is a 
pleafantry which is mentioned by all hiftorians, and which, for that reafon, £hall 
have place here. In a farce, aCted at Bruffels, a courier was introduced carrying 
the doleful news, that the Palatinate would foon be wrefted from the houfe of Au
ftria; fo powerful were the fuccours, which, from all quarters, were haftening to 
the relief of the defpoiltd EleCtor: The King of Denmark had agreed to contribute. 
to his affifiance a hundred thoufand pickled herrings, the Dutch a hundred thou
fand butter- boxes, and the King of England a hundred thoufand ambaffadors. On 
other occafions, he was painted with a fcabbard, but without a f word; or with a 
fword, which no bo iy could draw, tho' feveral were pulling at it. 

IT was not from his negotiations wit the Emperor or the Duke of Bavaria, that J ames expeeted any fuccefs in his project of reftoring the Palatine : His eyes 
were entirely turned towards Spain ; and if he could effectuate his fon's marriage 
with the Infanta, he doubted not, after fo intimate a conjunction, but that this 
other point could eafily be obtained. The negotiations of that court being natu
rally dilatory, it was not eafy for a prince of fo Jittle penetration in bufinefs, to 
di(ti.nguifh whether the difficulties, which occurred, were real or affected; and 
he was furprized, after negotiating five years on fo fimple a demand, that he 
was not more advanced than at the beginning. The d .fpenfation of Rome was 

requiflte 
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requifite for the marriage of the Infanta with a proteftant prince ; and the King of 
Spain, having undertaken to procure that difpenfation, had thereby acquired the 
means of retarding at pleafure, or of forwarding the marriage, and at the fame time 
of concealing entirely his artifices from the court of England. 

IN order to remove all obfi:acles, James difpatch€d Digby, foon afterwards cre
ated Earl of Briftol, as his ambaffador to Philip IV. who had lately fucceeded his 
father in the crown of Spain. He fecretly employed Gage as his agent at Rome; and 
finding that the difference of religion was the principal, if not foie difficulty which 
retarded the marriage, he refolved to foften that objection as much as poffible. 
He iifued public orders for difcharging all popJh recufants, who were imprifoned; 
and it was daily apprehended, that he ihould forb:d, for the future, the execution of 
the penal laws enacted againft them. For this ftep, fo oppofite to the rigid fpirit 
of his fubjeB:s, he took care to apologize ; and he even endeavoured to afcribe it· 
to his great zeal for the reformed religion. He had been making applications, 
he faid, to all foreign princes for fome indulgence to the difl:reffed proteilants ; 
and he was frill anfwered by objeCtions derived from the feverity of the Englifh 
laws againft catholics. And indeed, it might probably occur to him, that, if the 
extremity of religious zeal was ever to abate a_mong the chriflian feet~, one of them 
mufi: begin ; and nothing would be more honourable for England, than to have 
led the way in fentiments fo wife and moderate. 

NOT only the religious puritans murmured at this tolerating meafure of the King: 
The lovers of civil liberty were alarmed at fo important an exertion of his pre· 
rogative. But among other dangerous articles of authority, the kings of England 
\Vere, at that time, poffelfed of the difpenfing power; at leaft, were in the con
ftant practice of exercifing it. Befides, tho' the royal prerogative in civil matters 
was then exorbitant, the princes, during fome late reigns, had been accufi:omed 
to affume frill higher in ecclefia{tical. And the King failed not to reprefent the 
toleration of catholics as a meafure entirely of that nature. 

BY J ames's concellion in favour of the Catholics, he obtained his end. The 
fame religious motives, which had hitherto rendered the court of Madrid infincere in 
all the fteps t 1 en with rega:-d to the marriage, were now the chief caufe of promo
ting it. By its means, it was there hoped, the Engli!h Catholics would, for the 
future, enjoy eafe and indulgence; and the Infanta would be the happy infl:rument 
of procuring to the church fame tranquillity, after the many fevere pedecu· 
tions which it had hitherto undergone. The Earl of Briflol, a minifter of vi
gilance and penetration, and who lud formerly oppofed all alJi~nce with Catho
lics, was now f 1lly convinced of the finctrity of Spain ; and he was ready to con-
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gratulate the King on the entire completion of all his views and projeCl:s. A daughter of Spain, whorn he reprefents as extremely accompli!hed, would foon, he faid, arrive in England, and bring with her an immenfe fortune of two millions*, a fum four times greater than Spain had ever before given with any princefs. But what was of more importance to the King's honour and happinefs, Briftol confi .. dered this match as an infallible prognofric of the Palatine's refl:oration; nor would Philip, he thought, ever have bdlowed his fifrer and• fo large a fortune, under the profpect of entering, next day, into a war with England. So exact was his intelligence, that the mofi: fecret councils of the Spaniards, he boafts, had never efcaped him ; and he found ~hat they had, all along, confidered the marriage of the Infanta and the reftitut~on of the Palatinate as meafures clofely conneCted, or altoge· ther infeparable. However li_ttle calculated J ames's charaCter to extort fo vaft a conceffion; however improper the meafures which he had purfued for obtaining that end ; the ambaffador could not withftand the plain eyidence of facts, by which Philip now demonftrated his fincerity. Perhaps too, like a wife man, he confidered, that reafons of ftate, which are fuppofed folely to influence the councils of n1onarchs, are not always the motives which there predominate; that the milder views of gratitude, honour, friendlhip, generofity, are frequently able, among princes as well .iS private perfons, to counterballance thefe felfi!h con!iderations ; that the juH:ice and moderation of J ames had been fo confpicuous in all thefe tranfatl:ions, his reliance on Spain, his confidence in her friend!hip, that he had, at laft, obtained the cordial alliance of that nation, fo celebrated for honour and fidelity. Or if politics muft fhll be fuppofed the ruling motive of all public meafures, the maritime power of England was fo great, the Spani!h dominions fo divided, as might well induce the council of Philip to think, that a fincere friend!hip with the ma- · fiers of the fea could not be purchafed by too many conceffions. And as J ames, during fo many years, had been allured and feduced by hopes and proteftations, his people enraged by delays and difappointments; it would probably occur, that there ~as now no medium left between the moft inveterate hatred and the moft intin1ate alliance betwixt the nations. Not to mention, that, as a new fpirit began about this time to animate the councils of France, the friendlhip of England became every day more neceffary to the greatnefs and fecurity of the Spani!h monarchy. 

ALL meafures being, therefore, agreed between the parties, nought was wanting but the difpenfation fron1 Rome, which might be confidered as a mere formality. The King, juil:ified by fuccefs, now exulted in his pacific councils, and boafred of 
his 

"' It ~ppears by Buc~ingham's narrative, that thefe two millions were of pieces of eight, and made 6oo,oo0 pounds Sterling: A very great fum, and almoft equal to all the fums which the parliament, during tht whole coude of this reign, had h;the1 to befiowed on the King. 
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his fuperior fagacity and penetration; when all thefe flattering profpects were blafted Chap. V. 
b h 16zz. y t e temerity of a man, whom he had fondly exalted from a private condition 
to be the bane of himfelf, of his family, and of his people. 

EvER fince the fall of Somerfet, Buckingham had governed, wifh an uncon- r623 .. 
troled fway, both the court and nation ; and could James's eyes have been CBhakr~aehar of 
opened, he had now full opportunity of obferving how unfit his favourite was 
for the high ftation to which he was raifed. Some accompli!hments of a courtier 
he poffeffed : Of every talent of a minifter he was utterly devoid. Headlong 
in his paffions, and incapable equally of prudence and of diffimulation: Sincere 
from violence rather than candor; expenfive from profufion more than generofity-: 
A warm friend, a furious enemy ; but without any choice or difcernment in ei
ther : With thefe qualities he had early and quickly mounted to the highefr rank ; 
and partook at once of the infolence which attends a fortune newly acquired, and 
the impetuofity which belongs to perfons born in high ftations, and unacquainted 
.wjth oppofltion. 

AMONG thofe, who had experienced the arrogance of this overgrown favourite:. 
the Prince of Wales himfelf had not been entirely fpared ; and a great coldnefs, if 
not an enmity, had, for that reafon, taken place between them. · Buckingham, de
firous of an opportunity, which might connect him with the Prince and overcome 
his averfion, and at the fame time envious of tpe great credit acquired by Brifiol in 
the Spanilh negotiation, bethought himfelf of an expedient, by which he might, at 
once, gratify both thefe inclinations. He reprefented to Charles, That perfons of his 
exalted ftation were peculiarly unfortunate in their marriage, the chief circum
ftance in life; and commonly received into their arms a bride, unknown to them, 
to whom they were unknown; not endeared by fympathy, not obliged by fervices; 
wooed by treaties alone, by negotiations, by political interefl:s : That how
ever accompli!hed the Infanta, fhe muft frill confider herfelf as a melancholy 
victim of ftate, and could not but think with averfion of that day when fhe was to 
enter the bed of a .£hanger ; and palling into a foreign country and a new family, 
bid adieu for ever to her father's houfe and to her native land: That it was in the 
Prince's power to foften all thefe rigours, and lay fuch an obligation on her, as would 
attach the moll: indifferent temper, as would warm the coldeft affections : That his 
journey to Madrid would be an unexpected gallant ry, which would equal all the 
fictions of Spanifh romance, and fuiting the amorous and enterprizing character of 
that nation, muft immediately introduce him to the Princefs under the agreeable cha
raCter of a devoted lover and daring adventurer: That the negotiations with regard 
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to the Palatinate, which had hitherto languifhed in the hands of minifi:ers, would 
quickly be terminated by fo illufhious an agent, feconded by the mediation and 
intreaties of the grateful Infanta: 1'hat the Spanifh generofity, moved by that 
unexampled truft and confidence, would make conceffions beyond what could be 
expeCted from political views and confiderations: And that he would quickly 
return to the King with the glory of Laving re-ena~ lifhed the unhappy Palatine, 
by the fame enterprize, which procured him the affeCtions and the perfon of the 
Spanifh Princefs. , 

THE rpind of the young Prince, replete with candor, was inflamed by thefe 
generous and romantic ideas. He agreed to m.Jke application to the King for his 
approbation. T11ey chafe the moment of his kindeft and moft jvvial humour; 
and more by the earneftnefs which they exprelfed, than by the force of their rea
fons, they obtained a hafty and unguarded confent to their undertaking. And 
having engaged his promife to keep their purpofe fecret, they left him, in order 
to make preparations for their journey. 

No fooner was the King alone, than his temper, more timorous than fanguine, 
fuggefted very different views of the matter, and reprefented every difficulty and 
danger which could occur. He reflected, that, however the world might pardon 
this fally of youth in the Prince, they would never forgive himfelf, who, at his 
years, and after his experience, could entruft his only fon, the heir of his crown, 
the prop of his age, to the difcretion of foreigners, without fo much as providing 
the frail fecurity of a fafe conduct in his favour: That, if the Spanifh monarch was 
fincere in his profeffions, a few months mufl: finifh the treaty of marriage, and 
bri. g the Infanta into England ; if he was not fincere, the folly was frill more 
egregious of committing the Prince into his hands: That Philip, when po!feffed of 
fo invaluable a pledge, might well rife in his demands, and impofe harder condi
tions of treaty : And that the temerity of this enterprize was fo apparent, that the 
event, howe\ er profperous, could never juH:ify it; and if difafrrous, it would ren .. 
der himfelf infamous to. his people, and ridiculous to all poflerity. 

ToRMENTED with thefe reflections, fo foon as the Prince and Buckingham 
returned for their difpatches, he informed them of all the reafons which had de
termined hi1n to change his refolution; and he begged them to defift from fo foolifh 
.an adventure. The Prince received the difappointment with forrowful fubmiffion 
·and filent tears : Buckingham preft1med to fpeak in an imperious tone, which he 
had ever experienced to be prevalent over his too eafy mafier. He told him, that 
no body, for the future, would believe any thing he faid, when he retracted fo 
foon the promife, fo folemn1y given ; that he plainly difcerned this change of re
folution to proceed from another breach of his word, in communicatina tl
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rer to fome rafcal, who had furni!hed him with thofe pi tiful reafons, which he had 
alleged, and he doubted not but he fhould hereafter know who his counfellor had 

been; and that if he receded from what he had promifed, it would be fuch a difob

ligation to the Prince, who had now fet his heart upon the journey, after his Ma

jefty's approbation, that he could never forget it, nor forgive any man who had 
been the caufe of it. 

THE King with great earneftnefs, fortified by many oaths, made his apology, 
by denying, that he had communicated the matter to any man ; and finding him
felf affailed, as well by the boillerous imporfunities of Buckingham, as by the wann 
entreaties of his fon, whofe applications had hitherto, on other occafions, been 
always dutiful, never earneft; he had again the weaknefs to affent to their purpofed 
journey. It was agreed, that Sir Francis Cottington alone, the Prince's fecretary, 
and Endymion Porter, gentleman of his bed-chamber, fhould accompany them; 
and the fanner being at that time in the anti-chamber, he was immediately called 

in by the King's order. 

J AMES told Cottington, that he had always been an honeft man, and therefore 
he was now to trufl: him in an affa;r of the higheft importance, which he was not~ 

upon his life, to difclofe to any man whatever. " Cottington, added he, here 

" is baby Charles and Stenny" (thefe ridiculous appellations he ufually gave to the 

Prince and Buckingham) " who have a great mind to go poft into Spain, and ft tch 
" home the Infanta: They will have but two more in their company, and have 

" chofen you for one. What think you of the journey ?" Sir Francis, who 

was a prudent man, and had refided fome years in Spain as the King's agent, was 

ftruck with all the obvious objeCtions to fuch an enterprize, and fcrupled not to 
declare them. The King threw himfelf upon his bed, and cryed, I told you this 

before; and fell into new paffion and l.tmentation, complaining that he was undone, 
and fhould lofe baby Charles. 

THE Prince fhowed by his countenance, that he was extremely diffatisfied with 
Cottington's difcourfe; but Buckingham broke into an open paffion againft 
him. The King, he told him, afked him only of the journey and of the manner 

of travel!i r1 g; particulars, of which he might be a competent judge, having gone the 

road fo often by poft ; but that he, without being called to it, had the prefuinp
tion to give his advice upon matters of ftate and againft his m after, which he !hould 
repent fo long as he lived. A thoufand other reproaches he added, which put the 
poor King into a new agony on behalf of a fervant, who, he forefaw, would fi ffer 
for anfwering him honefrly. Upon which he faid with fome c r motion: Nay, 
by God, Stenny, you are much to blame for ujing him fo : He mifwered me direflly to the 
queflion which I ajked him, and 'Very honeftly and wifely; and yet, yott knew, he faid 110 

VoL. I. N more, 
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Chap. V. more, than I told you bef~re JJe was (a/led in. However, after all this paffion on 162 3· both fides, James renewed his confent; and proper directions were given for the journey. Nor was he now at any lofs to difcover, that the whole intrigue was originally contrived by Buckingham, as well as purfued violelltly by his fpirit and im petuofity. 

THESE circumftances, which fo well characterize the perfons, feem to have been related by Cottington to Lord Clarendon, fr01n w horn they are here tranfcribed ; and tho' minute, are not undeferving of a place in hiftory. 
THE Prince and Buckingham, with their two attendants, and Sir Richard Graham, mafler of horfe to Buckingham, paired difguifed and undifcovered thro' France; and they even ventured into a court-ball at Paris, where Charles faw the Princefs Henrietta, whom he afterwards efpoufed, and who was, at that time, in the bloom of youth and beauty. In eleven days after their departure frorn London, 7ti1 ofMarch. h , d M d 'd d r · d b d b 11. r · t ey arnve at a n ; an .urpnze every o y y a nep 10 little ufual among great princes. The Spaniih monarch immediately paid Charles a vifit, expreifed the utmoft gratitude for the confidence repofed in him, and made warrn proteftations of a correfpondent confidence and friend!hip. By the moft ftudied civi-. , 1ities, he fi1owed the refpeCl:, which he bore his royal gueft. He gave him a gol-The Pnnce s d k 1 . h d }I h. h h p . . h . h 

journey to en ey, w 11c opene a 1 IS apartments, t at t e nnce m1g t, Wlt out any Spain. introduction, have accefs to him at all hours: He took the left hand of him on every occafion, except in the apartments affigned to Charles; for there, he faid, the Prince was at home : Charles was introduced into the palace with the fame pomp and ceremony which attend the kings of Spain on their coronation: The council received public orders to obey hin1 as the King himfelf: All the prifons of pain were thrown open, and all the prifoners received their freedcm, as if the event, the mofl: honourable and 1nofi: fortunate, had happened to the monarchy : And every fumptuary law with regard to apparel was fufpended during his refidence in Spain. The Infanta, however, was only !hown to her lover in public ; the Spanifh ideas of decency being fo firict, as not to allow of any more intercourfe, till the arrival of the difpenfation. 

, 
THE point of honour 'was carried fo far by that generous people, that no at ... tempt was made, on account of the advantage, which they had acquired, of impofing any harder conditions of treaty: Their pious zeal only prompted them, on one occafion, to defire more conceffions in the religious articles ; but, on the oppofition of Briftol, acc?mpanied with fome reproaches, ·they immediately defifi:ed. ~'he Pope, however, hearing of the Prince's arrival in Madrid, tacked fome new claufes to the difpenfation ; and it became requifite to tranfmit the articles to London, that the King might there ratify them.. This treaty, which was made 

public,. 
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public, conlifted of feveral articles, chiefly regarding the exerciie of the catholic 
religion by the Infanta and her family. Nothing could reafonably ce found fault 
with, except one article, where the King promifed, that the children fhould be 
educated by the Princef:'l, till ten years of age. This condition could not be in- . 
fifted on, but with a view of feafoning their minds with catholic prejudices; and 
tho' fo tender an age feemed little fufceptible of theologiLal tenet~, yet the f:1me 
reafon, which made the Pope infert that article, lhould have induced the King 
to reject it. 

BEsiDES the public treaty, there were feparate articles, privately fworn to by 
the King; where he promifed to fufpend the penal laws enaCted againft catholics, 
to procure a repeal of them in parliament, and to grant a toleration for the exer
cife of the catholic religion in private hou fes. Great m urmur8, we may believe, 
would have arifen againft thefe articles, had they been made known to the public ; 
fince we find it to have been imputed as an enormous crime to the Prince, that, 
having received, about this time, a very civil letter from the Pope, he was in
duced to return a very civil anf wer *. 

MEAN while Gregory XV. who granted the difpenfation, died; and Urban VIII. 
was chofen in his place. Upon this event, the nuncio refuied to deliver the dif
penfation, till it !hould be renewed by U1 ban; and that crafty pontiff delayed the 
fending a new difpenfation, in hopes, that, during the Prince's refidence in Spain, 
fome expedient might be fallen upon to operate his converfion. The King of 
England, as well as the Prince, became impatient. On the firft hint, Charles 
obtained permiffion to return; and Philip graced his departure with all the cir
cumftances of elaborate civility and refped, which had attended his arrival. He , 
even erected a pillar, on the fpot where they feparated, as a monument of n1utual 
friendfhip: and the Prince, having fworn to the obfervance of all the articles, en
tered on his joUI·ney, and embarked on board the Englilh fleet at St. Andero. 

THE charaB:er of Charles, compofed of decency, referve, modefty, fobriety; 
virtues fo fuitable to the manners of the Spaniards; the unparalleled confidence, 
which he had repofed in their nation; the romantic g~Ilantry, which he had pra
ttifed towards their princefs ; all thefe circumftances, joined to his youth and a
greeable figure, had endeared him to the whole court of Madrid, and had impreffed 
the moft favourable ideas of him. But, in the fame proportion, that the' Prince 
was beloved and efteemed, was Buckingham defpifed and hated. His behaviour, 
compofed of .l:.nglifh familiarity and French vivacity; his fal1ies of paffion, his.in
decent freedoms with tne Prince, his diffolute pleafures, his arrogant, impetuous 
temper, which he neither could, nor cared to difguife ; qualities like thefe, could, 
moft of them, be efteemed no where, but to the Spaniards were the objects of pe-

N 2 culiar 
• Rufuworth, Vol. 1. p. Sz. 
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Chap. V. culiar averfion. They could not conceal their furprize, that fLlch a youth 162

3· could intrude into a negotiation, now conducted to a period, by fo accomplifhed 
a minifter as Briftol, and could affume to hin1felf all the merit of it. They la
n1ented the Infanta's fate, who. muft be approached by a man, whofe temerity 
feemed to refpeCl: no laws, divine or human. And when they obferved, that he 
had the imprudence to infult the Conde Duke of Olivarez, their prime minifl:er; 
every one, who was ambitious of paying court to the Spanifh, becatne defirous of 
fhowing a contempt for the Engli!h favourite. 

TH.E Duke of Buckingham told Olivarez, that his own attachment to the Spa
niili nation and to the King of Spain was extreme ; that he would contribute to 
every meafure, which would cement the friendfhip between England and them; 
and that his peculiar an1bition would be to facilitate the Prince's marriage with the 
Infanta. But, he added, with a fincerity, equally infolent and indifcreet, With 
regard to you, Sir, ilt particular, you mufl not confider me as your friend, but mujl 
ever expect from me all po!Jible enmity and oppofition. The Conde Duke replied, 
with a becoming dignity, that he very willingly accepted of what was proferrea 
him : And on thefe terms the favourites parted. 

BucKINGHAM, fenfible how odious he was beco·me to the Spaniards, a11d 
dreading the influence, which that nation would naturally acquire after the arrival 
of the Infanta, refol ved to employ all his credit, in order to prevent the m.arriage. 
By what arguments he could engage the Prince to offer fuch an infult. to the Spa.
ni!h nation, from whom he had met wi[h fuch generous treatment ; by what co
lours he could difguife the ingratitude, and imprudence of fuch a meafure; 
thefe are totally unknown to us. It only appears, that his impetuous and domi ... 
IIeering character had acquired, what it ever after maintained, a total afcendant 
over the gentle and modeft temper of Charles; and, when the Prince left rv1a
drid, he was firmly determined, notwithftanding all his profefiions, to break off 
the treaty with Spain. 

IT is not likely, that Buckingham p:-evailed fo eafily with Jarnes to abandon a 
project, which, during fo many years, had been the objeCt: of all his willies, and 

- which he had now unexpeCtedly conduCted to a happy period. A rupture with 
Spain, the 1ofs of two milliDns, were prof peCl:s little agreeable to this pacific and 
indigent monarch : But finding his only fon bent againfl: a matGh, which had al
ways been oppofed by his people and his parliament, he yielded to difficulties, 
which he had not courage nor ftrength of mind fufficient to refiH-. The Prince, 
therefore, and Buckingham, on their arrival at London, a.ffumed intirely the di
retl: ion of the negotiation ; and it was their bufinefs to feek for pretences by 
Nhich they could give a colour to their intended violation of treaty. 
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· T Ho' the reftitution of the Palatinate had ever been confidered by J ames as a 
natural or neceffary confequence of the Spanilh alliance, he had always forbid his 
minifl:ers to infifl: on it as a preliminary article to the conclufion of the marriage-
treaty. l-le confidered, that that principality was now intirely in the hands of the 
Emperor and the Duke of Bavaria ; and that it was no longer in the King of Spain's 
power, by a fingle fi:roke of his pen, to refl:ore it to the antient proprietor. The 
ftriCl: alliance of Spah1 with thefe princes would engage Philip, he thought, to 
foften fo difagreeable a demand by every art of negotiation ; and many articles, muft, 
of ncceffity, be adjuft.d, before fuch an important point could be effectuated. It 
Was fufficient, in James's opinion, if the Spaniards' fincerity could, for the prefent, 
be afcertained; and, dreading farther delays of the marriage, fo long wifhed for, 
be was refolved to trufl the Palatine's full reftoration to the event of future co\ln-
<::ils and deliberations. 

THIS whole fyftem of politics, Buckingham now reverfed; and he overturn
ed every fuppofition, upon which the treaty had hitherto been conducted. Br i
ftol received orders not to deliver the proxy, which had been left in his hands, nor 
to finiih the marriage, till the full refi:itution of the Palatinate. Philip underfi:ood 
this language. He had been acquainted with the difguft-received by Buckingham; 
and deeming him a man, capable of h1crificing, to his own ungovernable paffions, 
the greateft interefts of his mafl:er and of his country, he had expected that the un ... 
bounded credit of that favourite would be employed to embroil the two nations. 
Determined, however, to throw the blame of the rupture intirely on the Englifh, 

C.hap. V. 
I62j . 

he delivered into Brifi:ol's hanJ a written promife, by which he bound himfelf to Marriage
procure the refi:oration of the Palatine, either by perfuafion, or by every other pof-· treaty broken. 

fible means; and, when he found that that conceffion gave no fatisfaetion, he or-
rlered the Infanta to lay afide the title of Princefs of Wales, and to drop her ftudy 
of the Englifh langu:1ge. An 1 thinking that fuch rafh counci-ls as now govern-
ed the court of England would not ftop at the breach of treaty, he ordered pre-
parations for war immediately to be made throughout all his dominions. 

THus J ames, having, by means, inexplicable from all the rules of politics, con
ducted, fo near an honourable end, the marriage of his fon and the reiteration of 
his fon-in-law, failed at lafi: of his purpofe, by means equally unaccountable. 

BuT, tho' the expedient", already ufed by Buckingham, were fufficiently in
glorious, both for himfelf and for the nation ; it was requi!ite, ere he could fully 
effeCt his purpofe, to employ artifices ftill more fhameful and difhonourable. 

THE King, having broke with Spain, was obliged to concert new meafures ; and, 
without the affiftance of parliament, no effectual ftep of any kind could be taken. 

The 
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Chap. V. The b~nevolenc~, which, during the interval, had been rigoroufly exaCted for the 16 2 +· recovery of the Palatinate, tho' Jevied for fo popular an end, had procured the 
l\ parl i::tm:-M. Ki l ~ g lefs money than ill-will from his fubjeB:s -r.~. vY hatever difcouragements, 

' therdore, he might receive from his bad agreement with former parliaments, there 
was a neceffity of fummoning once more this aff mbly; and, it might be· hoped, 
that the Spanifh alliance, which gave fuch umbrage, being abandoned, the corn-

19th of Feb. mons would now be better fatisfied with the King's aciminiftration. In his fpeech 
to the houfes, J ames dropped fome hints of the ca11 fes of complaint which he had 
againft Spain; and h~ graciou!ly condefcended to afk the parliament's advice, which 
he had ever before rejeCted, with regard to the conduB: of fo important an affair 
as his fon's marriage. Buckingham delivered, to a committee of lords and com
n1ons, a long narrative, which he pretended to be true and compleat, of every ftep 
taken in the negotiations with Philip: But partly by the fupprefl1on of fome faCts, 
part! y by the falfe colouring laid on others, this narrative was calculated intirel y to 
n1iflead the p~rliament, and to throw on the court of Spain the reproach of arti
fice and infincerity. He faid, that, after many years negotiation, the King found 
not himfelf any nearer his purpo1e ; and that Briftol had never brought t he treaty 

_beyond general profeffions and declarations : That the Prince, doubting the good 
intentions of Spain, refolved at laft to take a journey to Madriq, and put the mat· 
ter to the utmoft trial : That he there found fuch artificial de .. ling as made him 
conclude all the fteps taken towards the marriage to be falfe and deceitful : That 
the refritution of the Palatinate, which had ever been regarded by the King as an 
effe~tial preliminary, was not ferioufiy intended by Spain : And that, after endur
ing much ill-ufage, the Prince was obliged to return to England, without any 
ho.pes, either of obtaining the Infanta, or of reftoring the EleCtor Palatine. 

THI-; narrative, which, confidering the importance of the occafion, and the 
folemn ity of that affembly, to which it was delivered, deferves great blame, was 
yet vouched for truth by the Prince of Wales, who was prefent ; and the King 
himfelf lent it, indirectly, his authority, by telling the parliament, that it 
was by his order Buckingham laid the whole affair before them. The conduCt 
of thefe princes it is difficult fully to excufe. 'Tis in vain to plead the youth 
and inexperience of Charles; unlefs his inexperience and youth, as is proba-

ble, 

*' To !how by what violent meafures this benevolence was raifed, Johnfl:one tells us, in his Rerum 
Britannicarum hijLria, that Barnes, a citizen of London, was the firft who refufed to contribute any 
hing; upon which, the treafurer fent him word, that he muft immediately prepare himfelf to carry 

by poft a difpatch into Ireland. The citizen was glad to make his peace by paying a hundred pounds; 
.and no one durft afterwards refufe the benevolence required. 

3 
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ble *, if not certain, really led him into error, and made him fwallow all the falfities of Buckingham. And, tho' the King was here hurried from his own meafures by the impetuofity of others; nothing fhould have induced him to profritute his character, and vouch the impofrures, at leaft, falfe colourings, of his favourite, of which he had fo good reafon to entertain a fufpicion. 
BucKINGHAM's narrative, however artificially difguifed, contained yet fo many contradictory circumftances as were fufficient to open the eyes of all reafonable men ; but it concurred fo well with the paffions and prejudices of the parliament, that no fcruple was made of immediately adopting it. Charmed with having obtained at laft the opportunity, fo long wifhed for, of going to war with papifts, they little thought of future confequences; but immediately advifed the King to break off both treaties with Spain, as well that which regarded the 1narriage, as that for the reftitution of the Palatinate. The people, ever greedy of war, till they fuffer by it, difplayed their triumph at thefe violent meafures by public bonefires and rejoicings, and by infults on the Spanifh minifters. Buckingham was now the favourite of the public and of the parliament. Sir Edward Coke, in the houfe of commons, called him the Saviour of the nation.· Every place refounded with his praifes. And he himfelf, intoxicated by a popularity, which he enjoyed fo little time, and which he fo little deferved, violated all duty to his indulgent mafier, and entered into cabals with the puritan members, who had ever oppofed the royal authority. He even encouraged fchemes for abolifhing the order of bifhops, and felling the dean and chapter lands, in order to defray the expences of a Spanifh war. And the King, tho' he frill entertained projects for tentporizing, and for forming an accommodation with Spain, was fo borne down by the torrent of popular prejudices, conducted and increafed by Buckingham, that he was at laft obliged, in a fpeech to parliament, to declare in favour of hoftile meafures, if they would engage to fupport him. Doubts of their fincerity in this refpect ; doubts which the event fhowed not to be ill grounded ; had probably been one caufe of his former pacific and dilatory meafures. 

• The moment the Prince embarked at St. Andero's, he faid, to thofe about him, that it was folly in the Spaniard:> to ufe him fo ill, and allow him to depart: A proof that the Duke had made him believe they were infincere in the affair of the marriage and the Palatinate: For, as to his reception, in other refpeB:s, it had been altogether unexceptionable: Befides, had not the Prince believed the Spaniards to be infincere, he had no reafon to quarrel with them; tho' Buckingham had. It appears, therefore, that Charles himfelf muft have been deceived. The multiplied delays of the difpenfation,. tho' they arofe from accident, affording Buckingham a plaufible pretext for charging the Spaniards witl infincerity. 
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IN his fpeech on this occafion, the King began with lamenting his misfortune, 
that, having fo long valued himfelf on the epithet of the pacific monarch, he 
fhould now, in his old age, be obliged to exchange the bleffings of peace for the 
inevitable calamities of war. He reprefented to them the immenfe and continued 
expence, requifite for military armaments ; and befides fupplies, from time to 
time, as they fhould become neceffary, he demanded a vote of fix fubfidies and 
twelve fifteenths, as a proper ftock before the commencement of hoftilities. He 
told them of his intolerable debts and burthens, chiefly contraCted by the fums re
mitted to the Palatine•; but he added, that he did not infift on any fupply for his 
own relief, and that it was fufficient for him, if the honour and fecurity of the 
public were provided for . To remove all fufpicion, he, who had ever ftrenu
ouily n1ai ntained his prerogative, and even extended it into fome doubtful points, 
now made a moft imprudent conceffion, of which the confequences might have 
proved fatal to royal authority: He voluntarily offered, that the money voted fhould 
be paid into a committee of parliament, and fhould be iffued by them, without 
being intrufted to his management. The commons willingly accepted of this 
conceffion, fo unprecedented in an Engli!h monarch ; they voted him only three 
fubfidies and three fifteenths t; and they took no notice of the complaints, which 
he made of his own wants and neceffities. 

A nv ANT AGE was alfo taken of the prefent good agreement between the King 
and parliament, in order to pafs the bill againft monopolies, which had formerly 
been encouraged by the King, but which had failed by the rupture be :ween him 
and the laft houfe of commons. This bill was conceived in fuch terms as to ren
der it merely declarative; and all monopolies were condemned, as contrary to 
law and to the known liberties of the people. It was there fuppofed, that every 
fubjeet of England had intire power to difpofe of his own aftions, provided he 
did no injury to any of his fellow fubjeB:s; and th.n no prerogative of the King, 
no power of any magiftrate, nothing but the authority alone of laws, could re
ftrain that unlimited freedom. The full profecution of this noble principle inro 

all 

• Among other particulars, he mentions a fum of So,ooo pounds borrowed fi·om the King of 
Denmark. But what is more extraordinary, the treJ.furer, in order to fhow his own g od fer
vices, boafts to the parliament, that, by his contrivance, 6o,ooo pounds had been faved on the head 
of exchange in the fums remitted to the Paiatinate. This feems very extraordinary, nor is it con
ceivable whence the King could procure fuch vaft fums as would require a furn [. great to be paid 
in exelrar;ge. From the whole, however, it appears, that the King had been far from neglecting the 
intereas of his daughter and fon in law. 

t Lefs than 3oo,ooo pounds. 
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.all its neceifary confequences, has, at lafl:, thro' many contefts, produced that fin-. Chap. V; 
gular and happy government, which at prefent we enjoy*. 162

4· 
THE houfe of commons alfo corroborated, by a new precedent, the important 

power of impeachment, which, two years before, they had exercifed, in the cafe 
of Chancellor Bacon, and which had lain dormant for more than a century before, 
except when they fervcd as inftruments of royal vengeance. The Earl of Mid
dlefex had been raifed by Buckingham's intereft, from the rank of a London mer
chant, to be Lord high treafurer of England; and, by his activity and addrefs, 
feemed not unworthy of that preferment. But, having incurred the difpleafure of 
his patron, by fcrupling or refufing fame demands of money, during the Prince's 
refidence in Spain, that favourite vowed revenge, and employed all his credit 
among the commons to procure an impeachment of the treafurer. The King was 
extremely diffatisfied with this meafure, and prophefied to the Prince and Duke, 
that they would live to have their fill of parliamentary profecutions. In a fpeech 
to the parliament, he endeavoured to apologize for Middlefex, and to foften the 
accufation againft him. The charge, however, was fl:ill maintained by the com· 
mons ; and the treafurer was found guilty by the peers, tho' the mifdemeanors prov
ed againft him, were neither numerous nor important. The accepting two pre
fents, of five hundred pounds a-piece, for the paffing two patents, was the article of 
greateft weight. His fentence was, to be fined so,ooo pounds for the King's ufe, 
and to fuffer all the other penalties formerly inflicted upon Bacon. The fine was 
afterwards remitted by the Prince, when he mounted the throne. 

THIS feffion, an addrefs was alfo made, very difagreeable to the King, craving 
the fevere execution of the Jaws againft catholics. His anfwer was gracious and 
condefcending ; tho' he declared againft perfecution ; as being an improper mea .. 

VoL. I. 0 fure 

• How little this principle had prevailed, daring any former period of the Englifh government, par
ticularly during the lall: reign, which was cettainly not fo perfeB: a model of liberty as fome writers 
would reprefent it, will eafily appear from many pa!fages in the hiHory of that reign. But the ideas of 
men were much changed, during about twenty years of a gentle and peaceful adminifrration. The 
commons, tho' James, of himfelf, had recalled all patents of monopolies, were not contented without 
a law againfr them, and a declarative law too ; which was gaini11g a great point, and efrablifuing prin
ciples very favourable to liberty; But they were extremely grateful,. when Elizabeth, upon petition, 
(after having once refufed their requefrs) recalled a few of the mo.ft oppreffive patents; and employed 
fome foothing expreffions towards them. 

THE parliament had furely reafon, when they confeifed, in the fev;nth of James, that he allowed 
them more freedom of debate, than ever was indulged by any of his predeceifors. His indulgence in 
this particular, joined to his eafy temper, was probably one caufe of the great power aifumed by the 
commons. Monfieur de la Bodcrie in his di{patches, VoL i. p. 449, mentions the liberty of fpeech iJl 
~e houfe of commons as a new praCtice. 
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Cl~ap. V. fure for the fuppreffion of any religion ; according to the received maxim, '!'hat 
162

4· the blood of the mari)'YS was the feed of the church. He alfo condemned an intire 
indulgence of the Catholics ; and feemed to reprefent a middle courfe, as the moft 
humane and moft politic. He went fo far as even to affirm, with an oath, that 
he never had entertained any thought of granting a toleration to thefe religionit:l:s. 
Perhaps, the liberty of exercifing their religion in private houfes, which he had 
fecretly agreed to in the Spanifh treaty, he did not efteem deferving that name; 
and it. was probably by n1eans of this evafion, he imagined, tho' falfely, that he 

~9th ofMay. had faveci his honour. After all thefe tranfactions, the parliament was prorogued 
by the King, who let fall fome hints, tho' in gentle terms, of the fenfe, which he 
entertained, of their unkindnefs, in not fupplying his neceffities. 

Return of 
Bri!tol. 

J AMES, unable to refift fo firong a combination as that of his people, his par
liament, his fon, and his favourite, had been compelled to embrace meafures, for 
~hich, from temper as well as judgment, he had ever entertained a moft fettled -
averfion. Tho' he diffembled his refentment, he began to efirange himfelf from 
Buckingham, to whom he afcribed all thofe violent councils, and whom he confi
dered as the author, both of the Prince 2

S journey into Spain, and of the breach 
of the marriage-treaty. The arrival of Brifi:ol, he impatiently longed for; and 
it was by the affiftance of that minifter, whofe wifdom he refpected, and whofe 
views he approved, that he hoped, in time, to extricate himfelf from his prefent 
diffi.cul ties. 

DuRING the Prince's abode in Spain, that able negotiator had ever oppofed, 
tho' unfuccefsfully, to the impetuous meafures, fuggefted by Buckingham, his own 
wife and well·temperedcouncil~ After Charles's departure, upon the firft appear
ance of a change of refolution, he ftill interpofed his advice, and ftrenuoufly in· 
fifi:ed on the fincerity of the Spanilrds in the conduCt: of the treaty, as well as the 
advantages, which England muft reap fron1 the completion of it. Enraged to 
find, that his fuccefsful and fkilful labours fhould be rendered abortive by the le
:vities and caprices of an infolent minion, he would underftand no hints ; and no
thing but expre('i orders from his mafter could engage him to make that demand, 
which, he was fenfible, would put a final period to the treaty. He was not, there
fore, furprized to hear, that Buckingham had declared himfelf his open enemy, 
and both before the council and parliament, had thrown out many fcandalous re-

- fteClions againft him. Upon the firft order, he prepared for leaving Madrid ; 
and he was conduCted to the King of Spain and the Conde Duke, in order to ful
fil the ceremonial of his departure. 

PHILIJ?, by the mouth of his minifter, expreifed much regret, that Briftol's. 
fe.rvices fhould meet with fo unworthy a reward, and that his enemies lhould fo 

far 
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far nave prevailed as to infufe prejudices into his mafter and his country againft a 
minifter, who had fo f1ithfully done his duty to both. He entreated him to fix 
his abode in Spain, rather than expofe himfelf to the inveterate malice of his rival 
and the ungovernable fury of the people. He offered him every advantage of 
rank and fortune, to foften the rigors of banifhment; and, left his honour fhould 
fuffer by the defertion of his native country, the monarch promifed to confer all 
thefe advantages, with a public declaration, that they were beftowed merely for 
his fidelity to the truft committed to him. And he added, that he efteemed fuch 
a conduct of importance to his own fervice ; that all his minifters, obferving his 
regard to virtue even in a £hanger, might be the more animated to exert their fide
lity towards fo generous a rnafter. 

THE Earl of Briftol, while he exprefied the utmoft gratitude for this princely 
offer, thought himfelf obliged to decline the acceptance of it. He faid, that no
thing would more confirm all the calumnies of his enemies than his remaining at 
Madrid, and his receiving honour and preferment from his catholic Majefty; that 
the higheft dignity of the Spanifh monarchy, however valued, would be but an 
unequal compenfation for the lofs of his honour, which he muft facrifice to the 
obtaining it ; that he trufied to his own innocence for proteCtion againft all the 
fury of popular prejudice ; and that his mafter was fo juft and gracious, that, how
ever he might, for a time, be feduced by calumny, he would furely afford him 
an opportunity of defending hin1felf, and would in the end reftore him to his fa-
vour and good opinion. · 

So magnanimous an anfwer increafed the efteem which Philip had conceived o 
the ambaffador. That prince begged him, at leaft, to accept of a prefent of IO,ooo 
ducats, which might be requifite for his fupport, ti11 he could diffipate the preju
dices contraCted againft him ; and he promifed, that this compliance 1hould for 
ever remain a fecret to all the world, and fhould never come to the knowlege of 
his mafter. :there is one perfon, replied the generous Engliihrnan, who muft ne
ceffarily know it : He is the Earl of Bri.ftol, who will certainly reveal it to the King of 
England. 

NoTHING could be of greater confequence to Buckingham, than to keep 
Briftol at a diftance both from the King and the parliament; left the power of 
truth, enforced by fo powerful a fpeaker, fhould open fcenes, which were but fuf
petted by the former, and of which the latter had as yet entertained no manner 
of jealoufy. He applied therefore to James, whofe weaknefs, difguifed to himfelf 
under the appearance of fineffe and diffimulation, was now become abfolutely in
curable. A warrant for fending Briftol to the T'ower was iifued immediately 

0 2 upo~ 
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upon his arrival in England ; and tho' he was foon releafed from that confine 
n1ent, yet orders were carried him from the King, to retire to his country feat, 
and to abftain fro1n all attendance on parliament. He obeyed ; but loudly de
manded an opportunity of juftifying himfelf, and of laying his whole conduCt be
fore his mafter. On all occafions, he protefted his innocence, and threw on his 
enemy the blan1e of every mifcarriage. Buckingham, and, at his infiigation, the 
Prince, declared, that they would be reconciled to Briftol, if he would but ac
knowlege his errors and ill conduct: But the fpirited Nobleman, jealous of his 
honour, refufed to buy favour at fo high a price. J ames had the equity to fay, 
that the infifting on that condition was a ftrain of unexampled tyranny : But 
Buckingham fcrupled not to affert, with the utmoft prefumption, that neither the 
.King, the Prince, nor himfelf were, as yet, fatisfied of Briftol's innocence. 

WHILE the attachment of the Prince to Buckingham, while the timidity of J ames, or the fhame of changing his favourite, kept the whole 'ourt in awe ; 
the Spanifh ambaffador, Inoiofa, endeavoured to open the King's eyes, and to 
cure his fears by inftilling greater fears into him. f-Ie privately flipt into his 
hand a paper, and gave him a fignal to read it alone. He there told him, that he was
as much a prifoner at London as ever Francis I. was at Madrid ; that the Prince· 
and Buckingham had c::onfpired together, and had the whole court at their devo
tion; that cabals among the popular leaders in parliament were carrying on to the 
extreme prejudice of his authority; that the project was to confine him to fome 
of his hunting feats, and to commit the whole adminiftration of affairs to the 
management of Charles ; and that it was requifite for him, by one vigorous effort, 
to vindicate his liberty,_ and to puniih thofe who had fo long and fo much abufed, 
his goodnefs and facility. 

WHAT credit J ames gave to this reprefentation does not appear. He only dif..: 
covered forne faint fymptoms, which he inftantly retracted, of diffatisfaCl:ion with· Rs u~ture with Buckingham. All his public meafures, and all the alliances, into which he en-prun. J: 
tered, were 10unded on the fyftem of enmity to the Auftrian family, and of war· 
to be carried on for the recovery of the Palatinate. 

THE ftates of the United Provinces, at this time, were governed by Maurice; 
and that afpiring prince, fenfible that his credit would languifh during peace, had, 
on the expiration of the twelve years truce, renewed the war with the Spanilh mo
narchy. Bis great capacity in the military art would have compenfated for the' 
inferiority of his forces, had not the Spaniih armies been commanded by Spinola,. 
a general equally renowned for conduCt, and more celebrated for enterprize and ac
tivity. In fuch a fituation., nothing could be n1ore welcome to the republic than, 

th~ 
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the profpeB: of a rupture between J ames and the catholic King; and they flattered Chap. V. 
themfel ves, as well from the natural union of interefts between them and England, 1624· 

as from the influ~nce of the pretent conjuncture, that powerful fuccours would 
foon march to their relief. Accordingly, an army of fix thoufand men was levied 
in England, and fent over into Holland, commanded by four young Noblemen, 
Effex, Oxford, Southampton, and Willoughby, who were ambitious of diftin
guifhing themfelves in fo popular a caufe, and of acquiring military experience 
under fo renowned a captain as 1 . aurice. 

IT might reafonably have been expected, that, as religious zeal had made the Treaty with· 
recovery of the Palatinate appear a point of fuch vafl: importance in England; the France •. 

fame effect muft have been produced in France, by the force merely of poli• 
tical views and confiderations. While that principality remained in the hands 
of the houfe of Auftria, the French dominions were furrounded on all Gdes 
by the poffefiions of one or the other branch of that ambitious family, and 
might be invaded by fuperior force5 from every quarter. It concerned the King 
of France therefore to prevent the peaceable eftablifhment of the Emperor in· 
his new conquefts ; and both by the fituation and greater power of his ftate, he 
was better enabled than J ames to give fuccour to the dillreffed Palatine. But tho' 
thele views efcaped not Louis, nor Cardinal Richelieu, who now began to acquire 
an afcendant in the French court ; that minifter was determined to pave the way for 
his enterprizes by firft fubduing the Hugonots, and thence to proceed, bY, n1ature 
councils, to humble the houfe of Auftria. The profpett, however, of a conjunc-
tion with England was prefently embraced, and all imaginable encouragement was 
given to every propofal for conciliating a marriage between Charles and the Prin-
cefs Henrietta. 

NoTWITHSTANDING the fenfible experience, which James m1ght have ac
quired, of the unfurmountable antipathy entertained by his fubjects againfl: all 
alliance with catholics, he ftill perfevered in the opinion, that his fon would be 
degraded, by receiving into his bed a princefs of lefs than royal extraCtion. After 
the rupture, therefore, with Spain, nothing remained but an alliance with France; 
and to that court he immediately applied himfelf. The fame allurements had 
not here place, which had fo long entangled him in the Spani!h negotiation : 
The portion promifed was much inferior ; and the peaceable reftoration of the Pa
latine could not thence be expeB:ed. But J ames was afraid, lefl his fon iliould be 
altogether difappointed of a bride ; and therefore, as foon as the chriftian King 
demanded, for the honour of his crown, the fame terms which had been· granted to 
the catholic, he was prevailed with to comply. And as the Prince, during his 
abode in Spain, had given a verbal promife to allow the Infanta the education of 

her 
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her children till the age of thirteen, this article was here inferted in the treaty ; 
and to that imprudence is generally imputed the prefent diftreffed condition of his 
pofterity. The court of England, however, it mufr be confeffed, always pretend
ed, even in their memorials to the French court, that all the .favourable conditions, 
granted to the Catholics, were inferred in the marriage treaty n1erely to pleafe the 
Pope, and that their ftriCt execution-, by an agreement with France, was fecretly 
difpenfed with*. 

As much as the coifclufion of the marriage treaty was acceptable to the King, 
as much were all the military enterprizes difagreeable, botb from the extreme dif
ficulty of the undertaking, in which he was engaged, and fron1 his own incapacity 
f1 r fuch a fcene of action. 

DuRING the Spanifh negotiation, Heidelberg and Manheim had been taken 
by the imperial forces; and Frankendale, tho' the garrifon was entirely Englifh, 
was clofely befi.eged by them. Upon re-iterated remonftrances from James, Spain 
interpofed, and procured a fufpenfion of arms during eighteen months. But as 
Frankendale was the only place of Frederic's antient dominions, which conti
nued in his hands, Ferdinand, being defirous of withdrawing his forces from the 
Palatinate, and of leaving that ftate in fecurity, was unwilling, that fo important 
a fortrefs lhould remain in the poffeffion of the enemy. To compound all diffe
rences, it was agreed to fequeftrate it in the Infanta's hands as a neutral perfon ; 
tlpon condition, that, after the expiration of the truce, it fhould be delivered to 
Frederic; tho' peace lhould not, at that time, be concluded between him and 
Ferc:inand. After the unexpected rupture with Spain, the Infanta, when J ames 
demanded the execution of the treaty, offered him peaceable poffeffion of Fran
kendale, and even promifed a fafe conduct for the garrifon thro' the Spanifh 
Netherlands: But there was iome territory of the empire interpofed between her 
ftate and the Palatinate; and for paffage over that territory, no terms were ftipu
lated. By this chicane, which certainly had not been employed, if amity with 
Spain had been preferved, the Palatine was totally difpoffdfed of aJl his patrimo
nial dominions. 

* Rymer, tom. xviii. p. 224. 'Tis certain, that the young Prince of,Va1es, afterwards Charles IT. 
had protefl:ant governors from his early infancy; firft the Earl of Newcafl:le, then the Marquis of 
Hertford. The King, in his memorial to foreign churches after the commencement of the civil war., 
;nfifl:s on his care in educating his children in the proteftant religion, as a proof that he was no way 
inclined to the catholic. Rufuworth, vol. v. p. 7 5 z. It can fcarce, therefore, be queil:ioned, but this 
article, which has fo odd an appearance, was inferted only to amufe the Pope, and was never intended 
~y either party to be executed. 
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THE Englifh nation, however, and James's warlike council, were not dif- Chap. V. 

couraged. It was ftill determined to re-conquer the Palatinate; a ftate lying in the Man1S~~~'s 
n1i lft of Germany, poffeffed intirely by the Emp~ror and Bavaria, furrounded expedition, 
by potent enemies, and cut off from all communication with England. Count 
Mansfeldt was taken into pay ; and an Engli!h army of 12,ooo foot and 200 
horfe was levied by a general prefs throughout the kingdom. During the nego-
tiation with Fr.1nce, vaft promifes had been made, tho' in general terms, by the 
French minifrry; not only, that a free paffage fhould be granted the Englifh 
troops, but alfo that powerful fuccours fhould join them in their march towards 
the Palatinate. In England, all thefe profeffions were haftily interpreted to be 
pofitive engagements. The troops, under Mansfeldt's command, were embark-
ed at Dover; but upon failing over to Calais, found no orders yet arri\7 Cd for December. 
their admiffion. After waiting in vain for fome time, they were obliged to fail 
towards Zealand ; where no proper meafures were yet concerted for their difem
barkation ; and fome fcruplcs arofe among the fiates on account of the fcarcity of 
provifions. Mean while, a p~ftilential diftemper crept in among the Englifh 1625. 
forces, fo long cooped up in narrow veffels. Half the army died while on board; 
and the other half, weakened by ficknefs, appeared too fmall a body to march in-
to the Palatinate. And thus ended this ill-concerted and fruitlefs expedition ; the 
only difafter, which happened to England, during the profperous and pacific reign 
of James. 

THAT reign was now drawing towards a conclufion. With peace, fo fuc
cefsfully cultivated, and fo paffionately loved by this monarch, his life alfo 
terminated. This fpring, he was feized with a tertian ague; and, when en
couraged by his courtiers with the common proverb, that this diftemper, during 
that feafon, was health for a king, he replied, that the proverb was meant of 
a young king. After fome fits, he found himfelf extremely weakened, and fcnt 
for the Prince, whom he exhorted to bear a tender affection for his wife, but to 
preferve a conftancy in religion ; to protect the church of England ; and to ex
tend his care towards the unhappy family of the Palatine. With decency and 
courage, he p repared himfelf for his end; and he expired on the 27th of March, Death ofthe 
after a reign over England of twenty two years and a few days ; and in the fifty King. 
ninth year of h1s age. His reign over Scctland was almoft of equal duration with 
his life. 

No prince, fo little enterprizing and fo inoffenfive, was ever fo much expofed His charaCler. 
to the oppofite extremes of calumny and flattery, of fatyre and panegyric. .And 
the faetions, which began in his time, being ftill continued, have made his cha-
raCter be as much difputed to this day, as is commonly that of princes who are our 
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contemporaries. Many virtues, however, it muft be owned, he was poffeffed of; 
but no one of them pure, or free from the contagion of the neighbouring vices. 
His generoGty bordered on profufion, his learning on pedantry, his pacific difpofition 
on pufillanimity, his wifdom on cunning, his friend Chip on light fancy and boyi!h 
fondnefs. While he imagined, that he was only maintaining his own authority, 
he may rerhaps be fufpected, in fome of his actions, and fl:ill more of his preten
fions, to have encroached on the liberties of his people : While he endeavoured, 
by an exact neutrality, to acquire the good will of all his neighbours, he was able 
to preferve fully the efteem and regard of none. His capacity was confiderable; 
but fitter to difcourfe on general maxims than to conduct any intricate bufinefs : 
His intentions were juft; but more adapted to the conduCt of private life, than 
to the government of kingdoms. Aukward in his perfon, and ungainly in his 
n1anners, he was ill qualified to command refpeCl: ; partial and und1fcerning in his 
affections, he was little fitted to acquire general love. Of a feeble temper more 
than of a frail judgment: Expofed to our ridicule fron1 his vanity; but exempt 
from our hatred by his freedom from pride and arrogance. And upon the whole, 
it may be pronounced of his character, that all his qualities were fullied with weak
nefs, and embellilhed by humanity. Political courage he certainly was devoid 
of; and from thence chiefly is derived the fl:rong prejudice which prevails againft 
his perfonal bravery: An inference, however11 which mu(t be owned, from gene
ral experience, to be extremely fallacious. 

HE was only ,once married, to Anne of Denmark, who died on the 3d of 
]\1arc.h, 1 6 L 9, in the forty fifth year of her age ; a woman eminent neither for 
her vices nor her virtues. She loved ex. enfive amufements and iliows ; but 
poffeffed no tafie in her pleafures. A great comet appeared about the time of her 
death ; and the vulgar efreemed it the forerunner of that event. So confiderable 
in their eyes are even the moft infignificant princes. 

HE left only one fon, Charles~ then in the twenty fifth year of his age; and 
one daughter, Elizabeth, married to the Elector Palatine. She was aged twenty 
nine years. Thofe alone remained of fix legitimate children born to him. He 
never had any illegitimate ; and he never difcov~ red any tendency, even the 
fmalleft, towards .a paffion for any miftrefs .. 

THE Archbifhops of Canterbury during this reign were, Whytgift, who died 
in 1604; Bancroft, in 161 o ; Abbot, who furvived the King. The chancel
lors, Lord Ellefmore, who refigned in 1617 ; Bacon was firfl: Lord keeper till 
J 61 g, then was created chancellor, and was difplaced in I 62 I ; Williams, 
bifhop of Lincoln was created Lord keeper in his place. The high treafurers were 

·~he E~rl of Dorfet, who 9ied in 1609; the Ea.rl of Salifbury, in .161 2 ; the Earl 

of 
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of Suffolk fined and difplaced for bribery in 1618 ; Lord Mandeville, refigned 
in 1621; Earl of Mtddlefex, difplaced in 1624; the Earl ofMarlborough fuc
ceeoed. Th Lord admirals were, the Earl of Nottingham, who refigned in 
161 8 ; the Ear], afterw.ards Duke of Buckingham. The fecretaries of ftate 
were the Ea 1 of Salirbury, Sir Ralph Win wood, Nanton, Calvert, Lord Con
way, Sir Albertus Moreton. 

THE numbers of the houfe of lords, in the firft parliament of this reign, be.. 
fide the bifhops, were feventy eight temporal peers. The numbers in the firfl: 
parliament of Charles were ninety feven. Confequently J ames, during that pe
riod, created nineteen new p~erages above thofe that expired. 

THE houfe of commons, in the firfl: parliament of this reign, confifted of four 
hundred and fixty fev~n members. It appears, that four burroughs revived thei 
charters, which they had formerly neglected. And as the firft parliament of 
Charles confifl:ed of four hundred and ninety four 1nembers, we may infer that 
J ames erected ten new burroughs. · 

VoL. I. p APPE.~.rDIX 

I • 

Chap. V. 
1625· 



o6 I-I IS T 0 R Y oF GREAT BR I .T A I N. 

A p p E D I X 
T 0 THE 

RE I GN of JAM E S I.*. 

C£'Vil government of England during this period.-Ecclifiaflical goverJi• ment.-Manners.-Finances.--Navy.-Commerce.-Manu
faC!ures.-Colonies.-Learning and arts. 

I T may not be improper, at this period, to make a paufe ; and, departing a little from the hiftorical ftyle, take a furvey of the ftate of the kingdom, with regard to government, manners, finances, arms, trade, learning. Where a juft notion is not formed of thefe particulars, hiftory can be very little inftructive, 
and often will not be intelligible. 

. . WE may fafely pronounce, that the Englifh government, at the acceffion of the C1vxl govern-S 'fh 1. h b' h · · r h · ment of Eng- cottl me, was muc more ar 1trary, t an 1t 1s at pre1ent, t e prerogative more land. unlimited, the liberties of the fubjeet lefs accurately defined ahd fecured. With-out mentioning other particulars, the courts alone of high commiffion and fiarchamber were fufficient to lay the whole kingd01n at the mercy of the prince. 
THE court of high commiffion had been ere8.:ed by Elizabeth, in confequence of 

an aCt of parliament, pam~d at the beginning of her reign: By this acr, it was 
thought proper, during the great revolution of religion, to arm the fovereign with full powers, in order to difcourage and fupprefs oppofition. All appeals from the inferior ecclefiaftical courts were carried before the high commiffion; and, of confequence, the whole life and doctrine of the clergy lay directly under its infpeCl:ion. Every breach of the aCt of uniformity, every refufal of the ceremonies, was 
cognizable in this court; and, during the reign of Elizabeth, had been pu· nifhed by deprivation, by fines, confifcations, and imprifonment. J atnes contented 

him· * This hiilory of the houfe of Stuart was written and pnblifhed by the author before the hifl:ory of the houfe of Tudor. Hence it happens that fome paffages, particularly in the prefent Appendix, may feem to be repetitions of what was formerly delivered in the reign of Elizabeth. The author, in order to obviiite this objeCtion, has cancelled fome few paffage in the foregoing chapters. 
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himfelf with the gentler penalty of deprivation; rior was that puni!hment inflict- Appendix. 

ed with rigour on every offender*. All the Catholics too were liable to be pu • 
nifhed by this court, if they exercifed any aCt of their religion, or were any way 
active in fending abroad their children or other relations, to receive that educa-
tion, which they could not procure them in their own country. Popifh priefts 
were thrown into prifon, and might be delivered over to the law, which punifhed 
them with death ; tho' that feverity had been fparingly exercifed by Elizabeth, 
and never alrnoft by J ames. In fhort, that liberty of confcience, which we fo 
highly and fo juftly value at prefent, was totally fuppre£fed ; and no exercife of 
any religion, but the eftablifhed, was permitted throughout the kingdom. Any 
word or writing, which tended towards herefy or fchifm or fedition, was punifh-
able by the high commiffioners or any three of them : They alone were judges 
what expreffions had that tendency : They proceeded not by information, but upon 
rumour, fufpicion, or according to their own fancy : They adminifrereJ an oath, 
by which the party cited before them, was bound to anfwer any queftion, which 
fuould be propounded to him : Whoever refufed this oath, tho' under pretence that 
he might thereby be brought t accufe himfelf or his aeareft friend, was puniih-
able by imprifonment: And in fhort, an inquifitorial tribunal, with all its terrors 
and iniquities, was ereB:ed in the kingdom. Full ~difcretionary powers were be-
ftowed with regard to the inquiry, trial, fentence, and penalty inflicted ; except-
·ng only that corporal puni!hments were reftrained by that patent of the prince, 
which erected that court, not by the aa of parliament, which empowered him. 
By reafon of the uncertain limits, which feparate ecclefiaftical from civil caufes, 
all accnfations of adultery and inceft were tried by the court of high commiffion; 
and every complaint of wives againft their hufbands was there examined and dif-
cuffed t. Under like pretences, every caufe, which regarded confcience, that is) 

very caufe, could have been brought under their jurifdiction. 

BuT there was a fufficient reafon, why the Icing would not be felicitous to 
• flretch the jurifdk1ion of this court: The ftar-chamber po£fe£fed the fame au .. 

thority in civil matters ; and its methods of proceeding were equally arbi~rary 
and unlimited. The origin of this court was derived from the tnoft remote an 
tiquiry; tho', 'tis pretended, that its power had been firft carried to the utmoft 
height by 'Henry VII. In all times, however, 'tis confe£fed, it enjoyed autho
rity; and at no time was its authority circumfcribed, or method of proceeding 
direCted, by any precife law or ftatute. 

p 2 

• Archbifhop Spotf..vood tells us, that he was informed by Bancroft, feveral years after the King'~ 
acceffion, that not above 45 clergymen had been 'deprived. 

t Rymer, tom. xvii. p. 200. 
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WE have had already, or !hall have fufficient occafion, during the courfe of this 
hifl:ory, to- rnention the difpenfing power, the power of impriionment, of exact:. 
ing forced loans* and benevolence, of preffing and quartering foldiers, of altet-. 
ing the cufl:oms, of erecting monopolies. Thefe branches of power, if not di
rectly oppofite to the principles of all free government, muft, ~t lcafl:, be acknow
leged deihuB:i ve to frc?don1 in a monarchial conftitution ; where an eternal jea
loufy muft be preferved againil: the fovereign, and no difcretionary powers muft 
ever be entrufl:ed to him, by which any fubjoEt can be afftCled. 'The kings of 
Engbnd, however, had almoft confl:antly exercifed -thefe powers; and if, on any 
occafion, the prince had been obliged to fubm it to laws enacted againfr them, he 
had ever, in praCtice, eluded theie laws, and returned to the fame arbitrary ad
miniftra(on. Duri ng a whole centu ry before the accellion of J ames, the regal 
authority, in almo~ all thefe particulars, had never once been called in queftion. 

WE may alfo obferv~, that the principles in general, which prevailed during 
that age, were fo favourable to monarchy, that they befl:owed on it an authority 
aln1oft abfolute and un.imited, facred and indefeizable. 

THE meetings of parl ament were fo precarious; their feffions fo iliort, compared 
to the vacations; that, when 1nen's eyes were turned upwards in fearch of fove
reign power, the prince alone was apt to {hike them as the only permanent magi
grate, inveO:ed with the who1e majefty and authority of the ftate. The great 
complaifance too of parliaments, during fo long a period, had extremely degraded 
and obfcured thofe aifernblies; and as all inftances of oppofition to prerogative muft 
have been drawn from aremote age, they were unknown to a great many, and had 
the lefs authority even with thofe, who were acquainted with them. Thefe exam
ples, befiJes, of liberty, had commonly been accompanied with fuch circumfl:ances 
of violence, convulfion, civil war, and diforder, that they prefented but a difa
greeable idea to the inqJifitive part of the people, and afforded fmall induc ment 
to renew fuch difinal fcenes. By a great many, therefore, monarchy, fimple and 
unmixed, was conceived to be the government of England ; and thofe popular 
aifemblies were fuppofed to form only the ornament of the fabric, without being, 
in any degree, e.ffential to its being and exifi:ence t. The prerogative of the crown 

was 
* During tbe t\vo 1aa centuics, no reign had paffed without fome forced Joa...'1s fi·om the fubje3:. i' '' Monarchies," according to Sir Vv'alter Raleigh, " are of two forts, touching thci:- ro.\·er or 

'' authority, cviz. I. Entire, where the whole power of 'Ordering all ftate-matters, both in pc,.ce and 
" war, doth, by law :mJ cufrom appertain .to the prince, as in the Eng lifh kingdom; whc1c the 
" prince hath the power to make law s, league :1nd war; to c1eate m:J.gifl :-at '" ; to pardon li.e; of 
H ~ppeJl, f.::fc. Tho', to give a contentment to the other degrees, they ha,'e :1. fufii·age in making Ja\ ·s, 
/' yet ever fubjett to the p ri•w:.':i ple:tfure ar.d ne6ative will.-z Limited or reilrained, that ]~at no. 

-'' full 
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was reprefented by lawyers as fomething real and durabe; like thofe eternal ef~ Ar?~nd:x .. · 
f~nces of the fchools, which no time nor force could akr. The fanCtion of reli-

gion, 

" fu11 power in all the points and matters of ibtc, as the milit;-:.ry kirg, that hath not the foverei~nt; 
" in time of peace, as the making of laws, tic. Eu-t: in war only, a; the Polonian kiag. 1Maxtlt'H 
" if State." 

Anrl a little after, " In every juft ftate, fome part of the governmmt is, or ought to be, imp~ttd 
H to the p~ople, as in a kingdom, a voice and fu:lfrage in making lavs; and fnmetimes alfo of le
" vying of arms (if the c.1arge be great, and the prince forced to lnrro·.v hcl of his f:.:bjetL) the 
" matter rightly may be propounded to a parliament, that the tax m<r ft:,m to have proceeded fro1n 
" thcmielves. So confllltations and fomc proceedings in judicial m<tters may, in pa:·t, be rcferrc·. 
" to them. The reafon, left, feeing th.cmfelves to be in no number nor of reckoning, th~y mifl.ik · 
" the ftate or government." This way of reafoning difFers littie fron that of the King, wl o ccnfi
dcrcd the privileges of the p,arliament as matters of grace and indulge 1c , more than of inheritanLe. 
'Tis remarkable, that Ra1eigh was thought to lean tow.:rds the pu:-it; nical party, notwithlla .cling 
thcfe pofitiom. But ideas of government change much in ditrerent tines. 

Raleigh~ fentiruents on this head are ftill more openly expreffcd, in his Prerogath;e of parliamottl, 
n work not publifhed ti!l after his death, 'T.is a di:::logue between a cmrtier or counfellor and a couH
try juftice of peace, who reprefents the patriot party, and defends the 1igheH: notions of liberty, which 
tl.e principles of that age would bear. Here is a paflage of it : " Cam/ellor. That which is done by 
"' the king, with the advice of his private or privy council, is done by the king's abfolute power. 
,, Ju.fli,e. And by whofe power is it done in parliament but by ne king's abfolute po·.\ er ? rvw: 
" take it not, my Lord: The three eilates do but advife as the privy council cloth; which ad
" vife, if the king embrace, it becomes the king's own aCt in the me, and the king's law in the 
·~ other, &c." 

The Earl of Clare, in a private letter to his fon-in-law Sir Thonas W entworth, afterwa··ds Earl 
of Strafford, thus exprcffes himfelf, '' We live under a prerogativ!-government, where book-law 
" fubmits to le:~ loquem." He fpoke from his own, and all his ~nceH<rs, experience. There was no 
fingle inftance of power, which a king of England might not, at that time, exert, uncle· pretence of 
neceftty or expediency: The continuance alone or frequent rcpetiton of arbitrary adminiilration 
P.light prove dangerous, for want of force to fupport it. 'Tis remark1ble that this le:t.:r of the E. rl 
of Clare \Vas wrote in the firft year of Charles's reign; and confequcnty muil be meant of the general 
genius of the government, not the fpirit or temper of the monarch. Set..: Straflord's lette1s, vol. r. 
p. 32. from another letter in the fame colletl.ion, vol. 1. p. 10. it <!?Pears, that the council fome-. 
times affumed the power of forbidding perfons, dilagreeablc to the court, to i1and in the -c'ecrions. 
This authority they could exert in iome inflanccs ; but we are not tbe1ce to infi r, that they could fhut 
the door of that houfe to every one \ ho was not ac eptable to then. The genius of the antie.1t 
government repofed more truil: in the king, than to entertain any fuch iufpi ion, a•1d it allowed 
i~attered infi:ances, of fuch. a kind as would have been totally deilncrivc of the coufl:itution, h:H.l 
they been continued without interruption. 

I have not met with any Englifu writer of that age, wlw fpe~ks oflnghmd as a limit i monarchy, 
but as an abfolute one. where the people have many privileges. Th~t is no contradiCtion. In all 
European monarchies, the people have privileges ; but, whether dcperunnt or i.H.l"'p 'ndant on the will 
nf the monarch. is a queaion, that, in mofi: governments, it is bcft to forbe. r. Surely t -at qucil:ion 
was not determined, before the age of J ames. The riling fpi1 it uf :he parliament, ogethcr with 
th, t ring's love of gcnc1al, fpcculativc pr!nci les, bron,;ht it from its d;fcurity, and made it be com-

monly 
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Appeodix. gion, was, by divines, called in aid ; and the Monarch of heaven was fuppofeG to be interefted in fupporting the authority of his earthly vicegerent. And tho, thefe doCtrines were perhaps n1ore openly inculcated and more ftrenuouOy infified on during the reign of the Su1arts, they were not then invented ; and- were only found n1ore neceifary at that period, by reafon of the oppJftte doctrines, which. began to be promulgated by the puritanical party*. 

IN confequence of thefe exalted ideas of kingly authority, the prerogative, befide the inftances of jurifdiCl:ion:t founded on precedent, was, by many, fuppofed to poifefs an inexhauftible fund of latent powers, which might be exerted on any. emergence. In every government, neceffity, when real, fuperfedes all laws, and. levels all limitations : But, in the Englifh government, convenience alone was conceived to authorize any extraordinary aCt of regal power, and to render it obligatory on the people. Hence the ftriCl: obedience required to proclamations, during all periods of the Englifh hiftory ; and, if Jamts has incurred blame on account of his edicts, 'tis only becaufe he multiplied them at a time, when they began to be lefs regarded, not becaufe he firft aifumed that exercife of authority. Of his n1axims in a parallel cafe, the following is a pretty remarkable inftance. 
QpEEN 

manly canva!red. The ftrongeft tefrimony, which I remember from a writer of James's age, in favour of Englifh liperty, is in Cardinal Bentivoglio, a foreigner, who mentions the Englifh government as fimilar to that of the low-country provinces under their princes, rather than to that of France er Spain. Englilhmen were not fo fenfible tha,t their prince was limited, becaufe they were feniible, that no individual had any full fecurity againft a ftretch of prerogative : But foreigners, by comparifon, could perceive, that thefe ftretches, from cuftom or other caufes, were, at that time, lefs frequent in England than in other monarchies. Philip de Comines too remarked the Englifh conilitution, to be more popular, in his time, than that of France. 
* Paffive obedience is exprefsly and zealoufly inculcated in the homilies, compofed and publi!hed by authority,. in the reign of ~een Elizabeth. The convocation, which met in the very firft year of the King's reign, voted as high monarchical principles as are contained in th.e decrees of the univerfity of Oxford, voted during the rule of the tories. Thefe principles, fo far from being efteemed a novelty, introduced by King James's influence, paffed fo fmoothly, that no hiftorian has taken no .. tice of them: They were never the fubjett of controverfy, or difpute, or difcourfe; and it is only: by means of bifhop Overall's Convocation-book, printed near 70 years after, that we are acquainted vith them. Would James, who was fo cautious, and even timid, have ventured to begin his reign. with a bold ftroke, which would have given juft ground of jealoufy to his fubjetts? It appears, from that monarch's Baiilicon Doron, written while he was in Scotland, that the republican ideas of the origin of power from the people were, at that time, efieemed puritanical novelties. The patriarchal fcheme,. 'tis remarkable, is inculcated in thofe votes of the convocation preferved by Overall; nor was Filmer the firft inventer of thofe abfurd notions. Into how many fhapes have political reafonings been turned, in order to avoid an obvious, but, it feems, too homely a truth? The patriarchal fcheme is non-1cnfe. The original contraCt is oppofed by experience. Men, are unwilling to confefs, that all government is originally derived from violence, ufurpation or injuftice,. fanClified by time, and fome-imes by feeming imperfect confent. 
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QEEEN Elizabeth had appointed commiffioners for the infpecHon of prifons, App~nd'x, 
and had beftowed on them full difcretionary powers to adjufl: all differences between 
prifoners and their creditors, to compound debts, and to give liberty to fuch 
debtors as they found honeft, and incapable of makipg full payment. From the 
uncertain and undefined nature of the Englifh conftitution, doubts fprang up in 
many, that this commiffion was contrary to law ; and it was reprefented in that 
light to James. He forbore therefore to renew the commiffion, till the fifteenth 
()f his reign ; when complaints rofe fo high, with regard to the abufes praCl:ifed 
in prifons, that he thought himfelf obliged to overcome his fcruples, and to ap-
point new commiffioners, invefted with the fame difcretionary powers, which 
Elizabeth had formerly conferred*. 

UPON the whole-, we muft conceive that n1onarchy, on the acceffion of the 
houfe of Stuart, was poffeffed of a very extenfive authority : An authority, in the 
judgment of all, not exactly limited ; in the judgment of fome, not limitable. 
But, at the fame time, this authority was founded merely on the opinion of the 
people, influenced by antient precedent and example. It was not fupported either 
by money or by force of arms. And, for that reafon, we need not wonder, that 
the princes of that line were fo extremely jealous of their prerogative ; being 
fenfible, that, when thofe claims were raviihed from them, they po.ffeffed no influ· 
ence, by which they could maintain their dignity. By the changes, which have 
fince been introduced, the liberty and independence of individuals has been ren ... 
dered much more full, intire, and fecure ; that of the public more uncertain 
and precarious. 

WE have had occafion to remark, in fo many inftances, the bigotry, which Ecclefiarlical 
prevailed in that age, that we can look for no toleration among the different fects. governmen;. 
Two arians, under the title of heretics, were punifhed with fire during this pe· 
riod ; and no one reign, fince the reformation, had been free from like barbari-
ties. Stowe fays, that thefe arians were offered thtir · pardon at the ftake, if they 
would merit it by a recantation. A n1adman, who ca'led himfelf the Holy 
Ghoft, was, without any indulgence for his frenzy, condemned by the bilhop of 
Litchfieid to the fame punilhment. Twenty pounds a month, by law, could be 
levied from every one, who frequented not the eftabliihed worfhip~ This rigorowt 
law, however, had one indulgent cla 1fe, that the fines exaCted lhould not exceed 
two thirds of the yearly income of the pcrfon. It had been ufual for Elizabeth 
to allow thofe penalties to run on for feveral years ; and to levy them all at once., 
to the utter ruin of fuch catholics, ~s had incurred her difpleafure. J ames was 

more 
"· Rymcr, tom. X\'iii. p. r I;-, 59 . 



•r -
~12 HISTORY OF G!REAT ~ BRITAIN. 

Appendix. more humane in this, as in every other refpeB:. The puritans formed a fro, 
which fecretly lurked in the church, but pretended not to any feparate wodhip: 
or difcipline. An attempt of that kind would have been regarded as the ·moft 
unpardonable enormi'ty. .... 

THE liberty of the prefs was incompatible with fuch maxims and fuch principles 
of government, and was therefore quite unknown· in that agP. Befides employ
ing the two terrible courts of ftar-chamber and hi;6h-commmiffion, whofe power 
was unlimited ; ~een Elizabeth exerted her authority by reftraints upon the 
prefs. She paired a decree in her court of ftar-chamber, that is, by her own 
will and pleafure, forbidding any book to be printed in any place but in Lon· . 
don, Oxford, and Cambridge*: And another, in which fhe prohibited, under 
fevere penalties, the publifhing any book or pamphlet againfl the form or mean
ing of any rejlraint or ordinance, cof1.tained or to be contained, in any .ftatute or laws 
of this realm, or in any injunflion made or Jet forth by her Maje.Jly or her privy cowz
cil, or again.ft the true fe;ife or meaning of any letters patent, commi.ffions or probi~ 
bitions under the great feal of England t. J ames extended the fame penalties to. 
the importing fuch books from abroad t· And to render thofe edicts more 
effectual, he afterwards prohibited the printing any book without a permiffiof11 
from the Archbifhop of Canterbury, the Archbifhop of York, the bifhop of 
London, or the vice chancellor of one of the univerfities, or of fome perfon ap-: 
pointed by them§. 

THE manners of the nation were agreeable to the monarchical government, 
Manners. which prevailed ; and contained not that ftrange mixture, which, at prefent, di:. 

ftinguifbes England frorn all other countries. Such violent extremes were then 
unknown, of induftry and debauchery, frugality and profufion, civility and ruf:. 
ticity, fanaticifm and fcepticifm. Candour, fincerity, modefty are the only qua~ 
lities, which the Englifh of that age poffeffed in common with the prefen.t. 

HIGH pride of family then prevailed ; and it was by a dignity and ftatelinefs
of b haviour, that the gentry and nobility diftinguilhed themfelves from the corn. 
mon people. Great riches, acquired by comrrferce, were more rare, and had not, 
as yet, been able to confound all ranks of men, and render money the chief foun
dation of difiintl:ion. Much ceremony took place in the common intercourfe of 
life, and little familiarity was indulged by the great. The advantages·, which 
refult from opulence, are fo folid and real, that thofe po!feffed of them need not 
dread the near -approaches of their inferiors. The dirrinctions of birth and title, 

being 

* zt3th of Eliz. See fiate-trials : Sir Bob. Knightley, vol. 7. edit. I. 
P· szz. t Id. ibid. § U. p. 616. 

t Rymer, tom. ,·vii. 
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being more empty and imaginary, foon vanith upon familiar accefs and ac- Appendi ·• 
quaintance. 

THE expences of the great confifred in pomp and f11ow and fl numerous retinue, 
rather than in convenience and true pleafure. The Earl of Nottingham, in his 
embaffy to Spain, was attended with 500 perfons: The Earl of Hertford, in that 
to Bruffels, carried 300 gentlemen along with him_ 

CIVIL honours, which now hold the firft place, were, at that lime, fubordi
nate to the military. The young gentry and nobility were fond of diftinguifhing 
themfelves by arms. The fury of duels too prevailed more than at any time be
fore or fince. This was the turn, that the romantic chivalry, for which the na-
tion was formerly fo renowned, had lately taken. 

LtBER TY of commerce between the fexes was indulged; but without any licen ... 
tioufnefs of manners. The court was very little an exception to this obfervation. "' 
J ames had rather entertained an averfion and contempt for the females; nor were 
thofe young courtiers, of whom he was fo fond, able to break thro' the eftabli!hed 
manners of the nation. 

THE country life prevails at prefent in England beyond any nation of Europe, 
except Poland ; but it was then much more generally embraced by all the gentry. 
The increafe of arts, pleafures, and focial commerce, was juft beginning to pro· 
duce an inclination for the fofter and more civilized life of the city. J ames dif
couraged, as much as poffible, this alteration of manners. " He was wont to be 
" very earn eft," as Lord Bacon tells us, " with the country- gentlemen to go from 
" London to their country-feats. And fometimes he would fay thus to them : 
" Gentlemen, at London, you are like jhips in a fea, which Jhow like nothing; but, in 
"your country-villages, you are like jhips in a river, which look like great things*." 

HE was not contented with reproof and exhortation. As OEeen Elizabeth 
had perceived, with regret, the increafe of London, and had reftrained all new 
buildings by proclamation; James, who found that thefe edicts' ere not exactly 
obeyed, frequently renewed them ; tho' a ftrict execution feems it'll to have been 
wanting. Re-iterated proclamations he alfo iffued, in imitation of his predeceffor; 
containing fevere menaces againft the gentry, who lived in town t. This 
policy is contrary to that, which has ever been praB:ifed by all princes, who ftudied 
the increafe of their authority. To allure the nobility to court; to engage them 
in expenfive pleafures or employments, which diffipate their fortune; to increafe 
their fubjection to minifters by attendance; to weaken their authority in the pro· 
vinces by abfence : Thefe have been the common arts of arbitrary government. 

VoL. I. Q_ But 

• Apophthegms. t Rymer, tom~ xvii. p. 632 
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But J ames had no money to fupport a fplendid court, or beftow on a numerous 
retinue of gentry and nobility. He thought too, that, by their living together, 
they became 1nore fenfible of their own ftrength, and were apt to indulge too cu
rious refearches into matters of government. To remedy the prefent evi], he was 
defirous of difperfing them into their country · feats; where, he hoped,. they would 
bear a more fubmiffive reverence to his authority, and receive lefs fupport from 
each other. But the contrary effect foon followed. The riches, amaffed, during 
their refidence at home, rendered them independant. The influence, acquired by 
hofpitality, made them formidable. They would not be led by the court: They 
could not be driven : And thus the fyftem of the Englilh government received a 
total and a fudden alteration in the courfe of lefs than forty years. 

THE firft rife of commerce and the arts had contributed, in preceding reigns, 
to fcatter thofe immenfe fortunes of the barons, which rendered them fo formidable 
both to king and people. The farther progrefs of thefe advantages began, during 
this reign, to ruin the fmall proprietors of land*; and, by both events, the gentry, 
or that rank which compofed the houfe of commons, enlarged their power and 
authority. The early improvements in luxury were feized by the greater nobles,. 
whofe fortunes, placing then1 above frugality, or even calculation, were foon dif
fipated in expenfive pleafures. Thefe improvements reached at 1aft all men of 
property ; and thofe of fiender fortunes, who,_ at that time, were often men of fa
mily, imitating thofe of a rank immediately above them, reduced themfelves to 
poverty. Their lands, coming to fale, fwelled the eftate of thofe, who poffeffed 
riches fufficient for the fafhionable expences; but who were not exempted from· 
fome care and attention to their domeftic oeconomy. 

THE gentry alfo of that age were engaged in no expence, except that of coun
try hofpitality. No taxes were levied, no wars waged, no attendance at court 
expected, no bribery or profufion requir-ed at eletl:io.os t. Could human nature 
ever reach happinefs, the condition of the Englilh gentry, under fo mild and be
nign a prince, might merit that appellation. 

THE condition of the King's revenue, as it ftood in 1617, is thus ftated :f:. 
Of crown lands, 8o,ooo pounds a year; by cuftoms and new impofitions, near 
19o,ooo; by wards and other various branches of revenue, befide purveyance, 

" Cabbala, p. 224. firi1: edit. 
18o,ooo 

t Men feem then to have been ambitious of reprefenting the <;aunties, but carelefs 9f the burroughs. 
A feat, in the houfe was, in itfelf, of fmall importance: But the former became a point of honour 
among the gentlemen. Journ. ro. Feb. 162o. Towns, which had formerly negle ed their right of 
fending members, now began to claim it. Journ. 26. Feb. 1623. 

t See abfiraa, or brief declaration of his Majefty's revenue, with the affignations and defalcations 
upon the fame. 

7 
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8o,ooo. The whole amounting to 45o,ooo. The King's ordinary di!burfe- Appendix, 
rnents, by the fame account, is faid to exceed this fum thirty-fix thoufand pounds •. 
All the extraordinary fums, which he had raifed by fubfidies, loans, fale of lands, 
fale of the title of baronet, money paid by the fl:ates and by the King of France, 
benevolences, &c. were, in the whole, about two millions, two hundred thoufand 
pounds. Of which the fale of lands afforded feven hundred and feventy·five thou-
fand pounds. The extraordinary dilburfements of the King amounted to two mil-
lions; be fide above four hundred thoufand pounds given in prefents. Upon the 
whole, a fufficient reafon appears, partly from neceffary expences, partly from 
want of oeconomy, why the King, even early in his reign, was very deeply in-. 
volved in debt, and found great difficulty to fupport the government. 

· FARMERS, not commiffioners, levied the cuftoms. It feems, indeed, requifite, 
that the former method fhould always be tried before the latter; tho' a preferable 
one. When men's own intereft is concerned, they fall upon an hundred expedi
ents to prevent fraud in the merchants; and thefe the public may afterwards imi
tate, in eftablifhing proper rules for its officers. 

THE cuftoms were fuppofed to amount to five per cent. of the value, and were 
levied upon exports, as well as imports. Nay, the impofition upon exports, by 
J ames's arbitrary additions, is faid to amount to twenty five per cent. This prac
tice, fo hurtful to induftry, prevails fl:ill in France, Spain, and m oft countries of 
Europe. The cuftoms in 1604, yielded 127,ooo pounds a,yeart: They rofe to 
1 6o,ooo pounds towards the end of the reign :f:. 

INTEREST during this reign, was never below eight per cent: An indication of 
the great profits and fmall progrefs of commerce. 

ALL the extraordinary fupplies granted by the parliament, during this whole 
reign, an1otmted not to more than 63o,ooo pounds; which, divided among twenty 
one years, makes 3o,ooo pounds a-year. I do not include thofe fupplies, amount
ing to 3oo,ooo pounds, which were given the King by his laft parliament. Thefe 
were paid in to their commiffioners ; and the expences of the Spanifh war would 
be much more than fufficient to exhauft them. The difrre.ffed family of the Pa
latine was a great burthen on J ames, during part of his reign. The King, it muft 
be owned, po.ffe.ffed not frugality, proportioned to the extreme narrownefs of his 
revenue. Splendid equipages, however, he did not affect, nor coftly furniture, 
nor a luxurious tablt>, nor prodigal mifl:reffes. His buildings too were not fump
tuous ; tho' the banquetting-houfe muft not be forgot, as a monument, which 
does honour to his reign. Hunting was his chief amufement, the cheapeft plea-

Q_ 2 fure 
~ The excefs was formerly greater, as appears by Salifbury's account, See chap. 2. 

t Journ.zx ofMay, 1604. t Id. 31 May, 1621. 
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Appendix. fure in which a king can indulge himfelf. His expences were the effeCl:s of libe

rality, rather than of 1 uxury. 
ONE day, 'tis faid, while he was ftanding amidft fome of his courtiers, a por

ter paifed by, loaded with money, which he was carrying to the treafury. The 
King obferved, that Rich, afterwards Earl4 of Holland, one of his handfome agree
able favourites, whifpered fomewhat to one ftanding near him. Upon enquiry, 
h~ found, that Rich had fa id, How happy would that money make me! Without 
hefitation, J ames beftowed it all upon him, tho' it amounted to 3000 pounds. 
He added, You think yourfelf very ha-fJpy h~ obtaining fo large a fum ; but I am more 
happy, in having an opportunity of obliging a worthy man, whom I love. The gene
rofity of James was more the refult of a benign humour or light fancy than of re~
fon or judgment. The objeCl:s of it were fuch as could render themfelves agree
able to him in his loofe ho rs; not fuch as were endowed with great merit, or 
who poffeifed talents or popularity, which could ftrengthen his intereft with the 
people. 

SuBSIDIES and fifteenths are frequently mentioned by hiftorians; but nei
ther the amount of thefe taxes, nor the method of impofing them, have been well 
explained. It appears, that the fifteenths formerly correfponded to the name, and 
were that proportionable part of the moveables*. But a valuation being made, 
during the reign of Edward III. that valuation was always adhered to, and each 
town paid unalterably a particular fum, which they themfelves aifeifed upon the 

0! inhabitants. The fan1e tax in corporate towns was called a tenth ; probably, be
caufe there it was, at firft, a tenth of the moveablesr The whole amount of a 
tenth and fifteenth thro' the kingdom, or a fifteenth, as it is often more concifely 
called, was about 29,ooo pounds t. The an1ount of a fubfidy was not invari
able, like that of a fifteenth. In the eighth of Elizabeth, a fubfidy amounted to 
12o,ooo pounds: In the fortieth, it was not above 78,ooo :f:. It afterwards fell 
to 7o,coo; and was continually decreafing 11· The reafon is eafily collected fro~ 
the method of levying it. We may learn from the fubfidy bills**, that one fub
fidy was given for four lhillings in the pound on land, and two lhillings and eight 
pence on moveables throughout the counties; a confiderable tax, had it been ftrictly 
levied. But this was only the antient ftate of a fubfidy. During the reign of 
J ames, there was not paid the fiftieth part of that fum. The tax was fo far per
fonal, that a man paid only in the county where he lived, tho' he fhould poifefs 
eft:ates in other counties ; and the affeifors formed a loofe eftimation of his pro-

* Coke Inft. book iv. cap. 1. Of fifteens, quinzins. t Id. fubfidies temporary. 
t Journ. II July 161o. 11 Coke's Inft. book iv. chap. 1. Subfidies temporary. •• See fiatutes at large. 

perty, 



J A M E S I. 
perty, and rated him accordingly. To preferve, however, fome 'rule. in the efti.:. Appendix. 
mation, it feems to have been the practice to keep an eye to former affeifments, and 
to rate every man according as his anceftors, or men of fuch an eftimated pro-
perty, were accuftomed to pay. This was a fufficient reafon, why fubfidies could 
not increafe, notwithftanding the great increafe of money and rife of rents. But 
there was an evident reafon, why they continually decreafed. The favour, as 
is natural to fuppofe, ran always againft the crown ;. efpecially during the latter 
end of Elizabeth, when fubfidies becarne numerous and frequent, and the fums 
levied were confiderable. The affeifors, tho' accuftomed to have an eye to former 
eftimations, were not bound to obferve any fuch rule ; but might rate anew 
any perfon, according to his prefent income. When rents fell, or parts of an 
eftate were fold off, the proprietor was fure to reprefent thefe loifes, and obtain a 
diminution of his fubfidy; but where rents rofe, or new lands were purchafed, he 
kept his own fecret, and paid no more than formerly. The advantage, therefore, 
of every change was taken againft the crown; and the crown could obtain the 
advantage of none. And to make the matter worfe, the alterations, which hap-
pened in property during this age were, in general, unfavourable to the crown. 
The fmall proprietors, or twenty pound men, went continually to decay; and 
when their eftates were [wallowed up by a greater, the new purchafer increafed 
not his fubfidy. So loofe indeed is the whole method of rating fubfidies, that the 
wonder was not how the tax fhould continually diminifh; but how it yielded any 
revenue at all. le became at I aft fo unequal anJ uncertain, that the parliament was 
obliged to change it for a land tax. 

THE price of corn, during this reign, and by confequence, that of the other 
necelfaries of life, was no lower, or was rather higher, than at prefent. By a 
proclamation of J ames, eftablifhing public magazines, whenever wheat fell below 
thirty two ihillings a quarter, rye below eighteen, barley below fixteen, the com
miffioners were empowered to purchafe corn for the magazines*. Thefe prices 
then are to be regarded as low; tho' they would pafs for high by our pre
fent eftimation. The beft wool, during the greateft part of James's reign, was 
at thirty three fhillings a tod : At prefent, it is not above two thirds of that va
lue; tho' it is to be prefumed, that our exports in woolen goods are confiderably 
increafed. The finer manufaCl:ures too, by the progrefs of art and induftr,r, have 
been kept pretty near at the fame value, if they have not rather diminifhe , not
withftanding the great increafe of money. In Shakefpear, the hoftefs tells Falftaff, 
that the fhirts fhe bought him were holland at eight fhillings a yard ; a very high 
price at this day, even fuppofing, what is not probable, .that the beft holland at that 

time 
Rymer, tom. xvii. p. p6. 
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time was equal in goodnefs to the beft which can now he purchafed. In like man
ner, a yard of velvet, about the middle of Elizabeth's reign, was valued at two 
and twenty ihillings *. I have not been able by any inquiry to learn the common 
price of butcher meat during the reign of J ames: But as bread is the chief article of 
food, and its price regulates that of every thing elfe, we may prefume, that cattle 
bore a high value as well as corn. Befides, we muft confider, that the general 
turn of that age, which no laws could prevent, was the converting arable land into 
pafture : A certain proof that the latter was found more profitable, jlnd confe
quently that all butcher meat, as well as bread, was confiderably higher than at 
prefent. We have a regulation of the market with regard to poultry and fome 
other articles, very early in Charles I' s reign t ; and the prices are high. A tur
key cock four ihillings and fixpence, a turkey hen three ihillings, a pheafant cock 
fix !billings, a pheafant hen five !billings, a partridge one fhilling, a goofe two 
fhillings, a capon two and fixpence, a pullet one and fixpence, a rabbit eight 
pence, a dozen of pigeons fix fhillings. We mufr confider, that London at pre
fent is n1ore than three times the bulk it was at that time. A circumftance, 
which much increafes the price of poultry and of every thing that cannot conve. 
niently be brought from a difl:ance. The chief difference in expence between that 
age and the prefent confifl:s in the imaginary wants of men, which have fince ex
tremely n1ultiplied. Thefe are the principal reafons, why J ames's revenue would 
go farther than the fame money in our time ; tho' the difference is not fo great as 
is ufually imagined. 

THE public was entirely free from the great danger and expence of a franding 
army. While J ames was vaunting his divine vicegerency, and boafl:ing of an al
moft unlimited prerogative, he poffeffed not fo much as a fingle regiment of guards 
to maintain his extenfive claims: A fufficient proof, that he fincerely believed his 
pretenfions to be well grounded, and a ftrong prefumption, that they were at leafl: 
built on what were then deemed plaufible arguments. The n1ilitia of England, 
amounting to 1 6o,ooo xnen:l:, were the fole defence of the kingdom. 'Tis pretended, 
that they were kept in very good order during this reign§. The city of London pro
cured officers, who had ferved abroad, and who taught the trained bands their exer
cifes in artillery garden ; a praCtice, which had been difcontinued fince 15 8 8. All 
the counties of England, in emulation of the capital, were fond of iliowing a well 
ordered and well appointed militia. The natural propenfity of men towards mili
tary ihows and exercifes will always be fufficient, with a little attention of the fove-

reign, 

'*' See a compendium or dialogue inferted in the Memoirs of Wool. chap. 23. t Rymer tom. 
xix. p. 511 .. t Journ. 1. March 1623. § Stowe. See alfo Sir Waiter Raleigh of the prero-
gatives 0f parliament, and Johnftoni hift, lib. 18. 
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reign, to excite and fupport this fpirit in any nation. The very boys, at this time, Appendix. 

in min1ickry of their elders, inlifted themfelves voluntarily into companies, eleCted 
officers, and pratlifed the difcipline, of which the n1odels were every day expo-
fed to their view •. Sir Ed ward Harwood, in a memorial compofed at the 
beginning of the fubfequent reign, fays, that England was fo unprovided of 
horfes fit for war, that 2000 men could not poffibly be mounted throughout the 
whole kingdom t. At prefent, the breed of horfes is fo much improved, thar: 
almoft all thofe employed, either for the plough, waggon, or coach, would be fit 
for that purpofe. 

THE diforders of Irehnd obliged J ames to keep up fome forces there, and put 
him to a great expence. The con1mon pay of a private man in the infantry was 
eight pence a day, a lieutenant two fhilhngs, an enfign eighteen pence t· The 
armies in Europe were not near fo numerous, during that age ; and the private 
men, we may obferve, were drawn from a better rank than at prefent, and ap
proaching nearer to that of the officers H. 

IN the year 158 3, there was a general review made of all the men in Eng
land capable of bearing arms ; and thefe were found to amount to 1,172000 

men, according to Raleigh ~· It is impoffible to warrant the exactnefs of this 
computation; or rather, we may fairly prefume it to be fomewhat inaccurate. 
But if it approached near the truth, England has probably, fince that time, in
creafed much in populoufnefs.. The growth of London, in riches and beauty, as 
well as numbers of inhabitants, has been prodigious. From 16oo, it doubled 
every forty years** ; and confequently in I 68o, it contained four times as many 
inhabitants, as at the beginning of the century. It has ever been the center of 
all the trade in the kingdom; and almoft the only town which affords fociety and 
amufement. The affection, which the Engli!h bear to a country life, makes the 
provincial towns be little frequented by 'the gentry.. Nothing but the allurements 
of the capital, which is favoured by the refidence of the king, by being the feat 
of government, and of all the courts of juftice, can prevail over their pafiion for 
their rural villas .. 

LoNDON, at this time, was almoft intirely built of wood, and in every re
fpett, was certainly a very ugly city. The Earl of Arundel firft introduced' 
the practice of brick buildings t t. 

* Stowe. t In the Harleyan mifcellany, vol. iv. p. 2 55. t Rymer, tom. :xvi. p. 7 1 7. 
11 In older times, foldiers were ftill of a higher rank. The Duke of Clarcnce, fon toEd rd III. 

when ord lieutenant of Ireland, had for the pay of his army thefe appointments. For himfelf thir
teen !h"llings and four pence a-day, for his knigh~s two fhillings a piece, for his archers fix pence. 
This laft would now be equal to a crown a-day. Sir John Davics~ p. 35· edit. 1745· . 

§ Of the invention of fhipping. u Sir William Petty. tt Sir Edward \-Valker's poh-
tical difcourfes, p. z7o .. 
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TaE navy of England was efleen1ed very formidable in Elizabeth•s time, yet 
k confifted only of thirty three fhips befides pinnaces * : And the largeft of thefe 
would not equal our fourth rates at prefent. Raleigh advifes never to build a ihip 
of war above 6oo tuns t. J ames was not negligent of the navy. In five years, 
preceding 1623, he built ten new !hips, and expended fifty thoufand pounds a 
year on the fleet, befide the value of thirty fix thoufand pounds in timper, which 
he annually gave from the royal forefts :J:. The largeft fhip that ever had come 
from the Engli!h docks, was built during this reign. She was only 1400 tuns, 
and carried fixty four guns 11· The merchant fhips, in cafes of neceffity, were 
converted inftantly into fhips of war. 

EvERy feffion of parliament, during this whole reign, we meet with grievous 
lamentations of the decay of trade and the growth of popery: Such violent pro
penfity have men to complain of the prefent times, and to entertain difcontents 
againft their fortune and condition. The King himfelf was deceived by thefe po· 
pular complaints, and was at a lofs to account for the total want of money, which 
he heard fo much exaggerated §. It may however be affirmed, that, during no 
preceding period of Englifh hiftory, was there a more fenfible increafe, than 
during the reign of this monarch, of all the advaf.ltages, which diftinguilh a 
flourifhing people. Not only the peace which he maintained, was favourable to 
induftry and commerce: His turn of mind inclined him to promote the peaceful 
arts: And trade being as yet in its infancy, all additions to it n1uft have been the 
more evident to every eye, which was not blinded by melancholy prejudices**. 

• Coke's inft book iv. chap. I. Confultation in parliament for tl~e navy. 
t By Raleigh's account, in his difcourfe of the firft invention of iliipping, the fleet in the twenty 

fourth of the ~een, confifted only of thirteen fhips, and were augmented aftetwards eleven. He 
probably reckoned fome pinnaces, which Coke called ihips. 

! Journ. I Ith of March 1623. Sir William Monfon makes the number amount only to nine new 
fuips. p. 253. 11 Stowe. § Rymer, tom. xvii. p. 413. 

•• That of the honefi: hifi:orian Stowe feems not to have been of this number. " The great blef
" fings of God, fays he, thro' increafe of wealth in the common fubjetls of this land, efpecialty upon 
" the citizens of London; fuch within men'$ m~mory, and chiefly within thefe few years of peace, 
" that, except there were now due mention of fome fort made thereof, it would in time to come 
" be held incredible, &c." In another place, '' Amongft the manifold tokens and figns of the infr
" nite bleffings of Almighty God befi:owed upon this kingdom, by the wondrous and merciful efta
" bliihing of peace within ourfelves, ai}d the full benefit of concord with all chriftian nations and 
" others: Of all which graces let no man dare to prefume he can fpeak too much; whereof in truth 
' ' there can never be enough faid, neither was there ever any people lefs confiderate and Je(s thank-
14 ful than at this time, being not willing to endu;e the memory of their prefent happinefs, 

"~ 
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B? an account*, which feems judicious and accurate, it appears, t 1at all the Appendix. 
ttamen, employed in the merchant fervice, amounted to 1 oooo men, which Br 
bably exceeds not the fixth part of their prefent number. Sir: Thomas Ov:erb.ur:,y 
fays, that the Dutch poffeffed three times n1ore ihipping than the Engli!h, but 
that their fuips were of inferior burden to thofe of the latter t. Sir Willian1 
Monfon computed the Englifh naval power to be little or nothing inferior to the 
Dutch :J:. 
~ A catalogue of the manufactures, for which the Englifh were then eminent, Manufactures. 

would appear very contemptible, in comparifon of thofe, which fiourifh among 
them at prefent. Almoft all the more elaborate and curious arts were only culti-
vated abroad, particularly in Italy. Ship-building and founding of iron-cannon 
were the foie, in which the Englifh excelled. They feem, indeed, to have poffef-
fed alone the fecret of the latter ; and great complaints were made every parlia-
ment againft the exportation of Englifh ordnance. 

NrNE tenths of the commerce of the kingdom confifted in woolen goods n. 
Wool, however, was allowed to be exported, till the 19th of the King. Its ex
portation was then forbid by proclamation; tho' that ediEt was never ftritl:ly ex
ecuted. Moft of the cloth was exported raw, and was dyed and·dreffed by the 
Dutch ; who gained, 'tis pretended, 7oo,ooo pounds a-year by this manufacture§· 
A prohibition, iffued by the King, to export cloth in that condition, had fucceeded 
fo ilJ, during one year, by the refufal of the Dutch to buy the dreffed cloth, 
that great murmurs arofe againft it; and this meafure was retracted by the King, 
and complained of by the nation, as if it had been the moft impolitic in the world. 
It feems indeed to have been premature. 

IN fo little credit was the fine Englifh cloth even at home, that the King was 
obliged to feek expedients, by which he might engage the people of fafhion to wear 
it**. The manufacture of fine linnen was totally unknown in the kingdom tt. 

VoL. I. R THE 

H as well in the uni\·erfal ir.creafe of commerce and traffic fhto'out the kingdom, great building of 
" royal 1bips and by private merchants, the re-peopling of cities, towns, and villages, befide the 

, " indifcernib!e and fi.dden inc1 cafe of fair and co!l:ly buildings, as well \Vi thin the 'ity of London 
" as the fuburbs th<:reof, efpccially within thefe twelve years, E.:fc. 

* The trade's increafe in the Harleyan mifc. vol. iii. 
t Remarks on his tt-avels, H1rl. mifc. vol. ii. p. 349· 
t Naval Trafts, p. 329, 3 50. 
11 Journ. 2S l\1ay r62 r. 

§ Journ. Z"' th 1\Iay 1614-· Raleigh, in his obfervations, computes the lofs a'l Jf.OO,ooo pounds to 
the nation. There are about 8'J,oco undrdfed cloths, fays he, exported yearly. He computes, be
fides that about Ioo,oco pounds a-year had been loft by kerfies; not to mention other articles. 

*'* Rymcr, tom. X\'ii . p . • p 5. t ~ Id. ib;d. 
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Appendix. THE company of merchant· adventurers, by their p:1tent, poffeffed the foie. 
commerce of woolen goods~ tho' the ftaple commodity of the nation. An at
tem pt, made during the reign of Elizabeth, to lay open this important trade, had 
been attended with bad confequences for a time, by a confpiracy of the merchant
adventurers, not to make any purchafes of cloth ; and the ~1een immediately 
reflored them their patent. 

THEY were groundlefs fears of a like acci~ent, that enflaved the 11ation to. 
thofe exclufive companies, which confined fo much every branch of commerce 
and induftry. The parliament, however, annulled, in the· third of the King, 
the patent of the Spanifh company; and the trade to Spain, which was, at firit, 
very infignificant, foon became the moft confiderable in the kingdom. 'Tis 
ftrange, that they were not thence encouraged to abo]ifh all the other companies, 
and that they went no farther than obligir1g them to enlarge their bottom, and to• 
facilitate the entrance of new adventurers. 

A board of trade was ereCted by the Kir:g in 1 62 2 *. One of the reafons; 
affigned in the comm~ffion,. is to remedy the low price of wools, which begot. 
complaints of the decay of the woolen manufaCl:ory. 'Tis n1ore probable, however, 
that this fall of prices proceeded from the increafe of wool. The King like
ways re.commends it to the commiffioners to inquire and examine, whether a 
greater freedom of trad~ and an exemption from the reftraint of exclufive compa
nies, would not be beneficial. Men were then fettered by their own preju:
dices; and the King was juftly afraid of embracing a bold meafure, the confeguences. 
of which might be uncertain. The digefting of a navigation-act, of a like nature 
with the famous one executed afterwards by the republican parliament, is likeways 
recommended to the commiffioners. The arbitrary powers, then commonly affumed 
by the privy council, appear evidently thro' the whole tenor of the commiffion. 

THE filk manufacture had no footing in England : But, by J ames's direction, 
mulberry-trees were planted, and filk-worms introduced t. The climate feems 
averfe to the execution of this project. 

GREEN LAND is thought to have been difcovered during this reign; and the 
whale-fifhery was carried on with great fuccefs: But the induftry of the Dutch, in 
fpite of all oppofition, foon deprived the Englifh of this fource of riches. A com
pany was erecred for the difcovery of the north-weft paffage ; and many fruitlefs 
attempts 'vere made for chat purpofe. In fuch noble projects, defpair ought never 1 

to be admitted, till the abfolute impoffibility of fuccefs be fully afcertained. 

Tn.e paffage to the Eaft-Indies had been opened to the Englifh during the reign 
of Elizabeth ; but the trade to thofe parts of the world was not entire] y eftabliihed, 
till this reign, when the Eaft lndia-company received a new patent, enlJrged their 

' 4 flock 
'~ Id. p. 410. t Stowe. 
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frock to I 50o,ooo pounds ~, and fitted out feveral fhips on thefe adventures. In Appendix. 

1609, they built a veifel of 1200 tun, the largeft merchant· !hip, which England 
had ever known. She was unfortunate, and peri!hed by fhip-wreck. In 16 I 1, 

a large ibip of the company, affified by a pinnace, maintained five feveral en
gagements with a fquadron of Purtuguefe, and gained a compleat victory over 
forces much fuperior. During the following years, the Dutch company were 
guilty of great injuries towards the Englifi1, in expelling many of their faCtors, 
and deftroying their fettlernents : But thefe violences were refented with a proper 
fpirit by the court of England. A naval force was equipped under the Earl of 
Oxford t, and lay in wait for the return of the Dutch Eaft India- fleet. By rea-
fan of crofs winds, Oxford failed of his purpofe, and the Dutch efcaped. Some 
time after, one fuip, full of riches, was taken by Vice-admiral Merwin ; and it 
was ftipulated by the Dutch to pay 7o,ooo pounds to the Englifh company, in con
fideration of the injuries, which that company had fuffered t· But neither this 
ftipulation, nor the fear of reprizals, nor the fenfe of that friend.!hip, which fub-
fifted between England and the ftates, could reftrain the avidity of the Dutch 
company, or render them equitable in their proceedings towards their allies. ln1· 
patient to have fole poifeffion of the fpice-trade, which the Englifh then 1hared 
with them, they affumed a jurifdietion over a faCtory of the latter in the if1and of 
Amboyna; and under very in"~ probable, and even abfurd pretences, ieized all the 
faCtors with their families, and put them to death with the moil inhuman tortures. 
This difmal news arrived in England at the time, when J ames, by the prejudices 
of his fubjeEts and the intrigues of his favorite, was forced into a breach with 
Spain ; and he was ob! iged, after fon1e remonftrances, to acquiefcc in this in dig_ 
nity from a ftate, whofe alliance was now become neceffary to him. 'Tis remari~-
able, that the nation, almoft without a murmur, fubmitted to this injury from 
their proteftant confederates; an injury, which, bcfides the horrid enormi-
ty of the action, was of much deeper im p01·tance to national in tereft, than ail · 
thofe which they were fo impatient to refent from the houfe of Auftria. 

Vv HAT chiefly renders the reign of J ames memorable, is the commencement 
of the Engliih colonies in America ; colonies eftablifhed on the nob] eft footing, Colonies. 
that has been known in any age or nation. 1~he Spaniards, being the firft dif
coverers of the new world, immediately took poffeffion of the precious mines, 
which they found there; and, by the alluremcnt of great riches, they were 
tempted to depopulate their-own country as well as that which they conquered; 
and added the vice of f1oth to thofe of avidity and barbarity, which had attended 
their ad venturers in thofe renowned enterprizes. That fine coaft was intirely ne-
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Appendix. glected, which reaches from St. Augufi:ine to Cape Breton, and which lies in all 

the temperate climates, is watered by noble rivers, and offers a fertile foil, but nothing more, to the induftrious planter. Peopled gradually fr01n England by the 
neceffitous and indigent, who, at home, increafed neither wealth nor populoufnefs, 
the colonies, which were planted along that tract, have promoted the naviga
tion, encouraged the indufiry, and even multiplied the inhabitants of their mo
ther-country. The f pirit of independency, which '-"as reviving in England, here 
fhone forth in its full luftre, and received new acceffion of force from the afpi
ring character of thofe, who, being difcontented with the eftabliihed church and 
monarchy, had fought for freedom amidft thole favage defarts. 

QE"EEN Elizabeth had done little more than given a name to the continent ef Virginia; a.nd after planting one feeble colony, which quickly decayed, 
that country was intirely abandoned. But when peace put an end to the war_ 
like enterprizes againft Spain, and left ambitious fpirits no hopes of making 
any longer fuch quick advances towards honour and fortune, the nation began t~ fecond the pacific intentions of its monarch, and to feek a furer, tho' flower 
expedient, for acquiring riches and glory. In 16o6, Newport carried over a 
colony and began a fettlement; which the company, erected by patent for that 
purpofe in London and Briftol, took care to fupply with yearly recruits of provifions, utenfils, and new inhabitants. About 16091 Argal difcovered a more 
direct and fhorter paffage to Virginia, and left the tract of the ancient naviga
tors, who had firft direCl:ed their courfe fouthwards to the tropic, failed weft
ward by means of the trade-winds, and then turned northward, till they reach
ed the Englifh fettlements. The fame year, five hundred perfons under Sir 
Thomas Gates and Sir George Somers were embarked for Virginia. Somers's fl1ip, meeting with a tempeft, was driven into Bermudas, and laid the founda
tion of .a fettlement in thofc ifiands. Lord Delawar afrerwards undertook the 
government of the Englifh colonies : But notwithftanding all his care, fecond
ed by fupplies from James, and by money raifed from the firft lottery ever known in the kingdom, fuch difficulties attended the fettlement of thefe countries, that, in 1614, there were not alive more than 400 men, of all that had been fent thither. After fupplying themfelves with provifions more immediately requifite 
for the fupport of life, the new planters began the cultivating tobacco; and J ames, notwithftanding his antipathy to that drug, gave them permiffion to enter 
it il'\ England ; and he prohibited all importation from Spain*. By degrees, new 
colonies were efl:ablifhed in that continent, and gave new names to the places 
where they fettled, leaving that of Virginia to the province firft planted. The 
iiland of Barbadoes was alfo planted in this reign. 

~ Rymer, tom. xviii . p. 621, 633· 
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SPECULATIVE reafoners, during that age, raifed many objeCtions to the Ap2~nd:~ 

planting thofe remote colonies ; and foretold, that, after draining their mother-
country of inhabitants, they would foon iliake off her yoke, and erect an in
dependent government in America: But time has iliown, that the views, en-
tertained by thofe who encouraged f uch generous undertakings, were more juG: 
and folid. A mild government and great naval force have preferved, and may 
long preferve the dominion of England over her colonies. And fuch advantage 
have commerce anti navigation reaped from thefe eftablifhments, that more than 
a fourth of the Englifh fhipping is at prefent computed to be employed in carrying 
on the traffic with the American fettlements. 

AGRICULTURE was antiently very imperfect in England. The fudd~n 
tranfitions, fo often mentioned by hiftorians, from the loweft to the higheft 
prices of grain, and the prodigious inequality of its value in different years, are 
fufficient proofs, that the produce depended intirely on the feafon, and that art 
had, as yet, done nothing to fence againft the injuries of the heavens. During 
this reign, confiderable improvements were n1ade, as in moft arts, fo in this, 
the m oft beneficial of any. A numerous catalogue might be formed of books 
and pamphlets, treating of hulbandry, which were wrote about this time. 
The nation, however, was ftill dependant on foreigners for daily bread; and 
tho' its exportation of grain now forms a confiderable branch of its commerce,. 
notwithftanding its increafe of people, there was, at that time, a regular import 
from the Baltic as well as from France; and if ever it flopped, the bad confe
quences were very fenfibly felt by the nation. Sir Waiter Raleigh in his obfer
vations computes, that two millions went out at one dme for corn. It was not 
till the fifth of Elizabeth, that the exportation of corn had ever been allowed in 
England ; and Camden obferves, that agriculture, fr01n that moment, received 
new life and vigour. 

THE endeavours of J ames, or more properly fpeaking, thofe of the nation, 
for the promotion of trade, were attended with greater fuccefs than thofe for the 
encouragement of learning. Tho' the age was by no means deftitute of emi
nent writers, a very bad tafl:e in general prevailed during that period; and the 
monarch himfelf was not a little infected with it. 

ON the origin of letters among the Greeks, the genius of poets and ora·L . _,. . 
earrnng an~.:.· tors, as m1ght naturnlly be expeB:ed, was difl:inguifhed by an amiable fimplicity ,arts. 

which, whatever rudenefs may fornetimes attend it, is fo fitted to exprefs the 
genuine movements of nature and paffion, that the compofitions, poffdfed of it, 
muft for ever appear valuable to the difcerning part of mankind. The glaring 

figuns 
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figures of difcourfe, the pointed antitbefis, the unnatural conceit, the j:ngle of 
words ; fuch falfe ornaments are not employed by early writers ;~ not becaufe they 
were rejected, but becaufe they fcarce ever occurred to them. An eafy, unfor
ced ftrain of fentiment runs thro' the_ir compoGtions; tho' at the fame time we 
111ay obferve, that, amidft the m oft elegant fimplicity of thought and expreffion, 
one is fometimes furprifed to meet with a poor conceit, which had prefented it
felf unfought for, and which the author had not acquired critical obfervation 
enough to condemn*. A bad tafte feizes with avidity thefe frivolous beauties; 
and even perhaps· a good tafte, 'ere furfeited by them : They multiply every 
day more and more, in the fa!hionable compofitions: Nature and ,good fenfe 
are negletled : Laboured ornaments, ftudied and admired : And a total degene
racy of ftyle and language prepares the way for barbarifm and ignorance. Hence 
the Afiatic manner was found to depart fo much from the fimple purity of Athens: 
l-Ience that tinfel eloquence, which is obfervable in many of the Roman wri
ters, from which Cicero himfelf is not wholly exempted, and which fo much 
prevails in Ovid, Seneca, Lucan, Martial~ and the Plinys. 

ON the revival of letters, when the judgment of the public is, as yet, raw 
and unformed, this falfe glifter catches the eye, and leaves no room, either in 
eloquence or poetry, for the durable beauties of folid fenfe and lively paffion. 
The reigning genius is then diametric.ally oppofite to that which prevails on the 
firft origin of arts. The Italian writers, 'tis evident~ even the moft celebrated, 
have not reached the proper flmplici ty of thought and compofition ; and in Pe· 
trJrch, Taffo, Guarini., frivolous witticifms and forced conceits are but too pre
dominant. The period, during which letters were cultivated in Italy, was fo 
flwrt as fcarce to allow leifure for correCting this adulterated relilh. 

THE more ear]y French ·writers are liable to the fame reproach. Voiture, 
Balzac, even Corneille, have too mllch affected thofe ambitious ornaments, of 
which the Italians in general, and the Ieaft pure of the antients, fupplied them 
with fo tnany mode Is. And it was not till late, that obfervation and reflection 
gave rife to a more natural turn of thought and compofition among that elegant 
people. 

A 

* The name of Polynices, one of 0edipus's fons, mcan5 in the original much quarrel/i
11
g. In 

·the altercations betwixt the two brothers, in 1Efchylus, Sophocies, and Euripides, this conceit is 
-employed; and 'tis remarkable, that fo poor a conundrum could not be rejected by any of thefe 
three poets ; fo juftly celebrated for their tafl:e and fimplicity. What could Shakefpear. have done 
'WOrfe ? Terence has his inceptio eft amentium, non ama'lltium. Many fimiiar inftances will occur to 
the learned. 'T" s well lmown, that Ariftntle treats very fe1 ioufly of puns, dhrides them into feveral 
da1Tcs, and recommends the ufe of them to orators. 



J A M E S I. 

A like character may be extended to the firfi: E nglifh writers ; fuch as flou- Appendix. 
rifhed during the reign of Elizabeth and James, and even till long afterwards • 
.lliearning, on its revival, in this ifland, was atti red in the fame unnatural garb, . 
which it wore at the time of its decay among the Greeks an.d Romans. And, 
what may be regarded as a misfortune, the Engli!h writers were poffeffed of 
great genius before they were endued with any degree of tafte, and by that 
n1eans gave a kind of fanEtion to thofe forced turns and fentiments, which they 
fo much aff~B:ed. Their difrorred conceptions are attended with fuch vigour · 
of mind, that we admire the imagination, which produced them ; as much as . 
we blame the want of judgment, which gave them admittance. To enter into 
an exact crittcifm of the writers of that age would exceed our prefent purpofe. 
A fhort character of the mofl eminent, delivered with the fame freedom, which 
hiftory exercifes over kings and minifi:ers, may not be improper. The nati-
onal prepoffeillons, which prevail, may perhaps render the former liberty not the · 
leaft perilous for an author. 

IF Shakefpeare be confidered as a MAN, born in a rude age, and educated · 
in the loweft manner, without any inftruction, either from the world or from 
books, he may be regarded as a prodigy: If reprefented as a PoET, capable of 
furnilhing a proper entertainment to a refined or intelligent audience, we muft· 
abate fomewhat of this eulogy. In his compofitions, we regret, that great · 
irregularities, and even fometimes abfurdities fhould fo frequent! y disfigure the 
animated and paillonate fcenes· intermixt with them; and at the fame time, we· 
perhaps admire the more thofe beauties, on account of their being furrountied 
with fuch deformities. A fl:riking peculiarity of fentiment, adapted to a fin
gular character, he frequently hits, as it were by infpiratian ; but a reafonable · 
propriety of thought he cannot, for any time, uphold. Nervous and pichi
refque expreffions as well as defcriptions, abound in him ; but 'tis in vain we 
look either for continued purity or fimplicity of diction. His total ignorance · 
of all theatrical art and conduct, however material a defect; yet, as it affeCts . 
the fpectator rather than the reader, we can more readily cxcufe, than that . 
want of tafte, which often prevails in hie; product:ons, and which gives way . 
only by intervals,. to the irradiations of genius. A great and fertile genius he 
certainly po!felfed, and one <mriched equally with a tragic and "omic vein; . 
bu , he ought to be cited as a proof, how dangerous it is to rely on thefe 
advantages alone for the attaining an excellence in the finer arts :!:. And there 
may even remain a fufpicion, that we over-rate, if po!lible, the greatnefs 
of his genius; in the fame manner as budies oft-:n appear more gigantic, on ac
count of their beingtiifproportioned and m ilia pen. He died in 161;, aged 53 years . 

• ln1:t11ire etiam harharifilent, di})o11ere et ornare non mji eruditus, PLI N. 
Jou . . 
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A~'pendix. JoHNSC>N poffeffed all the learning, which was wanting to Shakefpeare~ 

and wanted all the genius, of which the other was poffdfed. Both of them 
were equally deficient in t:1fte and elegance, in harmony and correB:nefs. A 
fervile copift of the antients, Johnf.on tranfiated into bad Englifh, the beautiful _ 
paffages -of the Greek and Roman authors, \"¥ ithout accommodating them to the 
nunners of his age and country. His merit has been totally eclipfed by that of 
ShakefFearc, whofe rude genius prevailed over the rude art of his cotempo
rary. The Englifh theatre has ever fince taken a ftrong tinCture of Shakefpeare's 
fpirit and charaCter ; and thence it has proceeded, that the nation have unGer
gone, from all their neighbours, the reproach of barbarifm, fron1 which their 
many valuable produCtions in other parts of learning, would otherwife have 
exempted them. J ohnfon had a penfion of a hundred n1erks from the King, 
which Charles afterwards augmented to a hundred pounds. He died in 1637, 
aged 63. 

F AIRFAX has tranOated Taffo with an elegance and eafe, and, at the fame 
time, with an exaB:nefs, which, for that age, are furprifing. Each line in the 
original is faithfully rendered by a correfpondent line in the tranfiation. Harring· 
ton's tranilation of Ariofi.o is not likewife without its merit. 'Tis to be re
gretted, that thefe poets fhould have imitated the Italians in their flanza, which 
has a prolixity and uniformity in it, that difpleafes in long performances. They 
had otherways, as well as Spencer, who went before them, contributed much 
to the polifhing and refining the Englilh verfification. 

IN Donne's fatyres, when carefully infpeB:ed~ there appear fome flailies of 
wit and ingenuity ; but thefe totally fuffocated and bL1ried by the har1hef1 and 
mofi: uncouth expreffion, which is any where to be met with. 

lF the poetry of the Englifh was fo rude and imperfect during that age, we 
may reafonably expeCt-, that their profe would be liable to frill greater objetti
ons. Tho' the latter appears the more eafy, as it is the more natural method of 
compofition ; it has ever in practice been found the more rare and difficult ; and 
there fcarce is an inftance, in any language, that it has reached a degree of per
feCtion, before the refinement of po~tical numbers and expreffion. Engli!h profe, 
during the reign of J ames, was wrote with little regard to the rules of gram· 
mar, and with a total difregard of the elegance and harmony of the period. 
Stuffed with Latin fentences and citations, it likewife imitated thofe inverfions, 
which, however forcible and graceful in the antient languages, are intirely con
trary to the idiom of the Englilh. I fuall indeed venture to affirm, that, what· 
ever uncouth phrafes and expreffions occur in old books, they were owing 

chiefly 
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d1iefly to the unformed tafle of the author; a·nd that the languag , fpoke in 
the courts of Elizabeth and J ames, was very little different from that \Vhich we 
tneet with at prefent in good company. Of this opinion, the little [craps of 
fpeeches, which are found in the parliamentary journaL, and which carry an air 
fo oppofite to the laboured orations, feem to be a fufficient proof; and there want 
not productions of that age, which, being wrote by men, who were not authors 
by profeffion, retain a very natural manner, and may give us fome idea of the 
language, which prevailed among men of the world. I · fball particularly men
tion Sir John Davi5's difcovery, Throgmo-rton's and N evile's letters. 

THE great glory of literature in this ifland, during the reign of J ames, was 
my Lord Bacon. Moft of his performances were compofed in Latin; tho' he 
poifeifed neither the elegance of that, nor of his native tongu~. If we confider 
the variety of talents difplayed by this man; as a public fpeaker, a man of bu
finefs, a wit, a courtier, a companion, an author, a philofopher; he is jufily 
the objeCt of great admi2·ation. If we confider him merely as an author and 
philofopher, the light, in which we view him at prefent, tho' very efiimabl .,, 
he was yet inferior to his cotemporary Galilaeo, 'perhaps even to Kepler. Ba
con pointed out at a difl:ance the road to true philofophy : Galilaeo both pointed 
it out to others, and made, himfelf, confiderable advances in it. The Eng
lifhman was ignorant of geometry: The Florentine revived that fcience, ex
celled in it, and was the firfr, who applied it, together with experiment, to na
tural philofophy. 1"'he former rejeCted, with the moft pofitive difdain, the fyftem 
of Copernicus: The latter forti~ed it with new proofs, cerived both from rea
fon and the fenfes. Bacon's fry le is ftiff and rigid : His wit, tho' often brilliant, 
is fometimes unnatural and far-fetcht ; and he feems to be the original of thofe 
pointed fimilies and long-fpun al legories, which fo much diftinguifh the E ng
lifh authors: Galilaeo is a lively and agreeable, th;)' f01newhat a prolix writer. 
But Italy, not united in any fingle government, and perhaps fatiated with that 
literary glory, which it has po£feffed both in antient and modern times, has , too 
much negleCted the renown, which it has acquired by giving birth to fo great a 
m an. That national fpirit, which prevails among the Englilh, and which forms 
their great happinefs, is the caufe, why they beftow on all their eminent wri
ters, and ~aeon among the reft, fuch praifes and acclamations, as may often ap
pear partial and exceffive. He died in I 62 6, in the 66th year of his age. 

IF the reader of Raleigh's hiftory can have the patience to wade thro' the 
Jewifh and Rabinicallearning, which compofe the half of the volume, he will 
End, when he comes to the Greek and Roman ftory, that his pains are not un-

VoL. I. S - rewardetl 

Ao~x·nlix. 
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Appendix. rewarded. Raleigh is the beft model of that antient ftyle, which fome writerS
would affect to revive at prefent. He was beheaded in 1618, aged 66 years. 

CAMDEN's hiftory of ~een Elizabeth may be efteemed good compofition, 
both for the ftyle and the matter. It is wrote with fimplicity of expreffion, 
very rare in that age, and with a regard to truth. It would not perhaps be too 
much to affirm, that it is among the befi: hiflorical prod uB:ions, which have
yet been compofed by any Engli!hman. 'Tis well known, that the Engl1lh have 
not much excelled in that kind of literature. He died in 1 6 r 8, aged 72 
years. 

WE lhall mention the King himfelf at the end of thefe Englifh writers ; be
caufe that is his place, when confidered as an author. It may faftly be affirm
ed, that the mediocricy of J ames's talent in literature, joined to the great change 
in national tafi:e, is the chief caufe of that contempt, under which his memory 
labours, and which is often carried, by party-writers, to a great extreme. 'Tis 
remarkable, how different from ours were the fentiments of the antients with 
regard to learning. Of the firit twenty Roman emperors, counting from Caefar 
to Severus, above the half were authors; and tho' few of them feem to have 
been eminent in that profeffion, it is always remarked to their praife, that, by 
their example, they encouraged literature. Not to mention Germanicus, and 
his daughter, Agrippina, perfons fo nearly allied to the throne, the greater part 
of the claffic writers, whofe works remain, were men of the highefl: quality. 
As every human advantage is attended with inconveniences, the change of men's 
ideas in this particular may probably he afcribed to the invention of printing;. 
which has rendered books fo common, that men even of fiender fortunes can 
have accefs to them. 

THAT J ames was but a mid ling writer may be allowed : That he was a con
temptible one can by no means be admitted. Whoever will read his Bafilicon 
Doron, particularly the two lafi: books, the true law of free monarchies, his an
fwer to Cardinal Perron, and almoft all his fpeeches and n1effages to parlia
ment, will confefs him to have poffeffed no mean genius. If he wrote concern
ing witches and apparitions ; who, in that age, did not admit the reality of 
thefe fictitious beings? If he has compofed a commentary on the Revelations, 
and proved the Pope to be Antichrift; may not a fimilar reproach be extended 
to the famous Napier; and even to Newton, at a time when learning was. 
n1uch more advanced than during the reign of James? From the groffnefs of 
its fuperftitions, we may infer the ignorance of an age ; but never fhould pro-

nounce 
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ounce concerning the folly of an individual, from his adn1itting popular errors, Appendix. 
confecrated with the appearance of religion. 

SucH a fuperiority do the purfuits of literature poffefs above every other oc
cupation, that even he, who attains but a mediocrity in them, merits the 
pre-eminence above thofe who excel the moft in the common and vulgar pro
feffions. The fpeaker of the houfe is commonly an eminent man; yet the ha
rangue of his Majefi:y we fuall always find fuperior to that of the fpeaker, in 
every parliament during this reign. 

_ EvERy fcience, as well as polite literature, mufi: be confidered as being yet in 
its in(ancy. Scholaftic learning and polemical divinity retarded the growth of 
all true knowlege. Sir Henry Saville, in the preatnble of that deed, by which 
he annexed a falary to the mathematical and aftronomical profefi'ors in Oxford, 
fays, that geometry was almoft totally abandoned and unknown in England ·• 
The beft learning of that age was the ftudy of the antients. Cafaubon, eminent 
for this know lege, was invited over from France by J ames, and encouraged by 
a penfion of 300 a-year, as well as by church preferments t. The famous An
tonio di Dominis, Archbifhop of Spalato, no defpicable philofopher, came like
wife into England, and afforded great triumph to the nation, by their gaining 
fo confiderable a profelyte from the papifi:s. But the mortification followed 
foon after. For the Archbifhop, tho' advanced to fome ecclefiaftical preferments If. 
received not encouragement, fufficient to fatisfy his ambition, and made his ef
cape into taly, where, foon after, he died in confinement. 

· . R yrn.er tom. xvi'. p. 217. 
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C HA P. I. 

· !1 parliament at Weflmin.fter .--.At Oxford.-Naval expedition. againfl 
Spain.-Second parliament.-Impeachment of Buckingham.
Violent meafitres of the court .-War with France .-Expedition to 
the ijle of Rhe. 

0 fooner had Charles taken into his hands the reins of government, 1625 . 
than he fhowed an impatience to affemble the great council of the na- March 27• 
tion ; and he would glad 1 y, for the fake of dif patch, have called to get her 

the fame parliament, which had fat under his father, and which lay, at that time, 
under prorogation. But being told, that this meafure would appear unufual, he 1 sth of June. 

i!fued writs for the fummoning a new parliament on the 7th of May ; and it was . 
not without regret, that the arrival of the Princets I-Ienrietta, whom he had ~t W~~a::~~~t 
efpoufed by proxy, obliged hin1 to clelay, by repeated prorogations, their meeting ilcr. 

till the eighteenth of June, when they affembled at \Veitminffer for the di[patch 
of buflnefs. The young Prince, unexpc:rienced and impolitic, regarded as fincere 
all the praifes and careffes, with which he had been loaded, wl ile aCtive in pro-

curi.~g 
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curing the rupture with the houfe of Auftria. And be !ides that he laboured under 
e;reat neceffities, he hafrened with alacrity to a period, when he might receive the 
rnoft undoubted teftimonies of the dutiful attachment of his fubjetl:s. His dif
courfe to the parliament was full of fimplicity and cordiality. He lightly men
tioned the occafion, which he had for fupply. He employed no intrigue to influ
ence the fuffi·ages of the members. He would not even allow .the officers of the 
-crown, who had feats in the houfe, to mention any particular fum, which might 
be expected by him. Secure of the affections of the commons, he was refolved, 
that their bounty lhould be intirely their own deed ; una1ked, unfoUicited; the 
genuine fruit of fincere confidence and regard. 

THE houfe of commons accordingly took into confideration the bufinefs of 
fupply. They knew, that all the money, granted by the 1aft parliament, had 
been expended on naval and military armaments ; and that great anticipations were 
likewife made on the revenues of the crown. They were not ignorant, that Charles 
was loaded with a large debt, contraCted by his father, who had borrowed money, 
both from his own fubjetl:s and from foreign princes. They had learned by expe
rience, that the public revenues could with difficulty maintain the dignity of the 
crown, even under the ordinary charges of govermnent. They were fenfible, 
that the prefent war was, very lately, the refult of their own importunate appli
cations and entreaties, and that they had folemnly engaged to fupport their fove
reign in the management of it. They were acquainted with the difficulty of mi .. 
litary enterprizes, diretl:cd againft the whole houfe of Auftria; againft the King 
of Spain, poifelfed of the greateft riches and moft extenfive ·dominions of any 
prince in Europe ; againft the Emperor Ferdinand, hitherto the moft fortunate 
monarch of his age, who had fubdued and aftoni1hed Germany by the rapidity of 
his victories. Deep impreffions, they faw, muft be made by the Englifh fword, 
and a vigorous offenfive war be wJged againft thefe mighty potentates, 'ere they 
would refign a principality, which they had now fully fubdued, and which they 
held in fecure poifeffion, by its being furrounded with all their other territories. 

To aflfwer, therefore, all thefe great and important ends; to fatisfy their 
young King in the firfl: requeft, which he made them ; to prove their fenfe of 
the many royal virtues, particularly oeconomy, with which Charles was endued; 
the houfe of commons, conducted by the wifeft and ablefl: fenators, that had ever 
flourifhed in England; thought proper to confer on the King a fupp1y of two 
fubfidies, amounting to 1 12,ooo pounds *. 

THIS meafure, which difcovers rather a cruel mockery of Charles, than any fe
rious defign of fupporting him, appears fo extraordinary, when confidered in all 

* A fubiidy was now fallen to about 56,ooo pounds. Cabbala, p. zz.4. fuft edit. 
its 
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ics circumftances, that it naturally fummons up our attention, and raifes an m
quiry concerning the caufes of a conduct, unprecedented in an Englilh parlia
ment. So numerous an aifembly, compofed of perfons of various difpofitions.
were not, 'tis probable, all influenced by the fame motives ; and few declar
ed openly their true reafon. We fhall, therefore, approach nearer the truth, 
if we mention all the views, which the prefent conjuncture could fuggeft to 
them. 

IT is not to be doubted, but fpleen and ill-will againft the Duke of Bucking
ham had a great influence with many. So vaft and rapid a fortune, fo little me
rited, could not fail to excite public envy ; and, however men's hatred might 
have been fufpended for a moment, while the Duke's conduct feemed to gratify. 
their paffions and their prejudices, it was impoffible for him long to preferve the af
fections of the people. His iniluence over the n1odefty of Charles exceeded even 
that which he had acquired over the weaknefs of J ames; nor was any pt.lblic 
meafure conducted but by his counfel and direCtion. His impetuous temper 
prompted him to raife fuddenly, to the higheft elevation, his flatterers and de
pendents : And, upon the leaft occafion of difpleafure, he threw them down 
with equal fury and violence. Implacable in his hatred ; fickle in his friendfhips: 
All men were either regarded as his enemies, or dreaded foon to become fuch. 
The whole power of the kingdom was grafped by his infatiable hand ; while he 
both engroffed the intire confidence of his mafter, and held~ invefted in' his fin_ 
gle perfon, the moft confiderable offices of the crown. 

HowEVER the ill humour of the commons might have been increafed by thefe 
confiderations, we are not to fuppofe them the foie motives. The laft parlia
ment of J ames, amidft all their joy and feftivity, had given him a fupp ly very 
difproportioned to his demand and to the occafion. And, as every houfe of com
mon", which was elected during forty years, fucceeded to all the paffions and 
principles of their predeceffors; we ought rather to account for this obftinacy from 
the general fituation of the kingdom during that whole period, than from any 
circumftances, which attended this immediate conjuncture. 

THE nation were very little acctlftomed, at that time, to the burthen of taxes, 
and had never opened their purfes, in any degree, for the fupplying their fove
reign. Habits, more than reafon, we find, in every thing, to be the governing 
principle of mankind. In this view like wife the fink' ng of the value of fubfidies 
muft be confidered as a lofs to the King. The parliament, fway.ed by cuftotn, 
;vould not augment their number in the fame proportion. 

• I 
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I TORY oi R E AT B It I TA I N; 

1"HE puritanicJl party, tho' difgnifed, had a very great authority over the 
kingdom ; and many of the leaders among the conunons h~d fecretly embraced 
the rigid tenets of that feet. All thefe were difgufted with the court, both by 
the prevalence of the principles of civil liberty, effential to their party, and on 
account of the rtftraint, under which they were held by the eftablifhed hierarchy. 
In order to fortify himfelf againft the refentment of J ames, Buckingham had af
fected popularity, and entered into the cabals of the puritans: But, being fecure 
of the confidence of Charles, he had fince abandoned that party ; and, on that 
account, was the more exp~fed to their hatred and refentment. Tho' the reli· 
gious fchemes of many of the puritans, when explained, appear pretty fri
volous, we are not thence to imagine, that they were purfued by none but per
fans of weak underftanding. Some men of the greateft parts and moft exten
five knowledgr, whom th ~ nation, at that time, produced, could not enjoy any 
peace of tnind; becaufe obliged to hear prayers offered up to the Divinity, by a 
prieft, covered wi ;h a white linnen veftment. 

THE match with France, and the articles in favour of catholics, which \Vere 
fuft: eB:ed to be in the treaty, were likewife caufes of difgl1ft to this whole par. 
ty : Tho' it mu£1: be remarked, that the alliance with that crown was infinitely 
ltfs obnoxious to the proteftants, and lefs favourable to the catholics, than that 
formerly projected with Spain, and was therefore received rather with pleafure 

than diffatisfaB:ion. 
To all thefe caufes we muft yet add another of confiderable moment. The 

houfe of commons, we may obferve, were almoft intirely governed by a fet of 
n1en of the moft uncommon capacity and the largeft views : Men, who were 
now _formed into a regular party, and united, as well by fixed ainlS and projeCts, 
as by the hardrnips, which fome of them had undergone in profecution 
of them. Among thefe we 1~uy mention the names of Sir Edward Coke, Sir 
Edwin Sandy~, Sir Robert Philips, Sir Francis Scymour, Sir Dudley Digges, Sir 
John Elliot, Sir Thomas \V"entworth, ~r. Selden, Mr. Pym. Animated with a 
warm regard to liberty, thefe men faw, with regret, an unbounded power exer· 
cifed by the crown, and were refol ved to feize the opportunity, which the King's 
neceffities offered them, of reducing the prerogative within more reafonable com· 
pafs. Tho' their ancefi:ors had blindly given way to practices and precedents favour .. 
able to kingly power, and had been able, notwithftanding, to preferve fome fmall 
remains of liberty ; it would be impoffib!e, they thought, when all thefe pretenfi
ons were methodized and profecuted by the increaflng knowledge of the age, to 
maintain any fhadow of popular government, in oppofltion to fuch unlimited 
a,uthority in the fovereign. It was neceffary to fix a choice: Either to abandon in-

tirely 
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tirely the privileges of the people, or to fecure them by firmer and more precife Chap. r. 
barriers than the conftitution had hitherto provided for them. In this dilemma, 1 )z5. 

men of fuch afpiring genius and fuch independent fortune could not long delibe-
rate: They boldly embraced the fide of freedom, and refolved to grant no [up-
plies to their neceffitous Prince, without extorting conceffions in favour of civil 

hberty. The end, they efteemed beneficent and noble : The means, regular and 
confi:itutional. To grant or refufe fupplies was the undoubted privilege of the 

commons. And as all human governments, particularly thofe of a mixed frame, 
are in continual flucruation ; it was as natural, in their opinion, and allowable. 

for popular affemblies to take advantage of favourable incidents, in order to fe-

cure the fubjecrs; as for monarchs, in order to extend their own authority. 'Vith 
pleafure, they beheld the King involved in a foreign war, which rendered him, every 
day, more dependent on the parliament; "':bile, at the fame time, the fituation 
of the kingdom, even without any military preparations, gave it fufficient fecu-
rity againft all invafion from forejgners. And perhaps, it had partly proceeded 
from expeCtations of this nature, that popular leaders had been fo urgent for a 
rupture with Spain; nor is it credible, that religious zeal could fo far have blind-
ed all of them as to make them difcover, in fuch a meafure, any appearance of ne-

ceffity, or any hopes of fuccefs. 

BuT, however natural all thefe fentiments might appear to the country-party,· 

it is not to be imagined, that Charles would entertain the fame ideas. Strongly 
prejudized in favour of the Duke, whom he had heard fo highly extolled in parlia
ment, he could not conjeCture the caufe of fo fudden an alteration in their opi

nions. And when the war, which they themfelves had fo earneftly folicited, was, 

at lafr, commenced, the immediate defertion of their fovereign could not but 

feem very ftrange and unaccountable. Even tho' no farther motive had been fu

fpecred, the refufal of fupply, in fuch circumfrances, would naturally to him ap
pear cruel and deceitful : But when he perceived that this meafure proceeded 
from an intention of encroaching on his authority, he failed not to regard thefe 

aims as highly criminal and traiterous. Thofe lofty ideas of monarchical power, 

. which were very commonly adopted during that age, and to which the ambigu

ous nature of the Englifh conftitution gave fo plaufible an appearance, were firmly 
t'ivetted in Charles; and however moderate his temper, the natural and unavoid

able prepoffeffions of felf-love, joined to the late uniform precedents in favour of 
prerogative, had made him conceive his political tenets as certain and uncontro

verted. Taught to regard even the antient laws and confti~ution more as lines 

to direCt: his conduCt: than barriers to withftand his power ; a confpiracy to erect 
ne rv ramparts, in order to firaiten his authority, appeared but one deg-ee removed 

f=t·om open violence and rebellion. So atrocious in his eyes was fuch a defign, 

VoL. I. T · that 



138 HIS T 0 R Y oF GREAT BRIT A I N. 
Chap. I. that he feems even unwilling to impute it to the commons : And, tho' he was 

1 
It~ 6:/ July. obliged to adjourn the parliament by reafon of the plague, which, at that time, 
ft f A 

raged in London ; he immediately re-affembled them at Oxford, and made a new I o ug. 
attempt to gain from them fome fupplies in fuch an urgent neceffity. 

~arNa~ent at CHARLES now found himfelf obliged to d part from that delicacy, which he x or • had formerly maintained. By himfelf or his minifl:ers, he entered into a particular detail, both of the alliances, which he had formed, and of the military ope
rations, which he had projeCted. He told the parliament, That, by a promife of fubfidies, he had engaged the King of Denmark to take part in the war; that that monarch intended to enter Germany by the north, and to animate thofe princes, who impatiently longed for an opportunity of afferting the liberty of the empire ; that' M-ansfeldt had undertaken to penetrate with an Eng ifh army into the Palatinate, and by that quarter to rouze the metnbers of the evangelical union ; that the ftates muft be fupported in the unequal warfare, which they maintained with Spain ; that no lefs a fum than 7oo,ooo pounds a-year had been found, by computation, requiGte for all thefe purpofes ; that the maintenance of the fleet and the defence of Ireland demanded an annual expence of 4oo,ooo pounds; that he Himfelf had already exhaufted and anticipated, in the public fervicc, his whole revenue, and had fcarce left fufficient for the daily fubfiftence 
of himfelf and of his family ; that, on his acceffion to the crown, he found a debt of above 30o,ooo pounds, contraCted by his father, in fupport of the Palatine; and that, while Prince of Wales, he had himfelf, contraCted debts notwithftanding his great frugality, to the amount of 1oo,ooo pounds, which he had expended intirely on naval and military:armaments. After mentioning all.thefe facts, the King even condefcended to ufe entreaties. He faid, that this requeft was the firft, which he had ever made them : that he was young and in the commencenlent of his reign ; and, if he now met with kind and dutiful ufage, it would en
dear to hin1 the ufe of parliaments, and would, for ever, preferve an intire harmony b\.tween hin1 and his people. 

To thefe reafons the commons remained inexorable. Notwithftanding that the King's 1neafures, on the fuppofition of a foreign war, which they had conftantly demanded, were altogether unexceptionable, they obftinately refufed any farther affiftance.. Some members, favourable to the court, having infifted on an addi .. 
tion of two fifteenths to the former fupply, even this pittance was denied ; tho' it was known, that a fleet and army were lying at Portfmouth, in great want of pay and provifions. Befides all their other motives, the houfe of commons had 
made a new difcovery, which enflamed the_ m.· extremely againft the court and 
againft the Duke of Buckingham~ 
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WHEN J ames deferted the Spanilh alliance, and courted that of France, he · Ch p. I. 
had promifed to furnifh Louis, who was intire1y dcftitute of naval force, with • 6 z~. 
one 1hip of war, and feven armed vdiels, hired from the merchants. Thefe the 
French court had pretended they would employ again~ the Genoefe, who, being 
firm and ufeful allies to the Sr.anilh monarchy, were naturally regarded with an 
evil eye, both by the King ·of ranee and of England. \V hen thefe vefiels, by 
Charles's orders, arrived at Diepe, there arofe a ftrong fufpicion, that tLey were 
to ferve againft Rochelle. The failors were enflamed. That race 6f men, who 
are at prefent both carelefs and ignorant in all matters of religion, were, at that 
time, only ignorant. They drew up a remonftrancc to Penr ington, their com-
tnander ; and, figning all their names in a circle, left he fhould difcover the ring-
leaders, they laid it under his prayer-book. Pennington dedared, that he would 
rather be hanged in England for difobedience, than fight againfl: his brother-pro-
teftants. in France. The whole fquadron failed immediately to the Downs. There, 
they received new orders from Buckingham, Lord admiral, to return to Diepe. 
1\s the Duke knew, that authority alone would not fuffice, he employed much 
art and many fubtilities, to engage them to obedience ; and a rumour, which 
was fpread, that peace had been concluded between the French King and the hu-
gonots, affifted him in his purpofe. When they arrived at Diepe, they found that 
they had been deceived. Sir Ferdinando Gorges, who commanded one of the 
veffels, broke thro' and returned to England. All the officers and failors- of all 
the other !hips, notwithfl:anding great offers made them by the French, imme-
diately deferted. One gunner alone preferred duty towards his King to the caufe 
of religion ; and he was afterwards killed in charging a cannon before Rochelle_. 
The care, which hi(lorians have taken to record this frivolous event, 1hows with 
what pleafure the news was received by the whole nation. 

'THE houfe of commons, when informed of thefe tranfaB:ions; !bowed the 
fame attachment with the failors for the protefrant religion ; nor was their zeal 
much better guided by reafon and found policy. It was not confidered, that, 
if the force of Spain was really fo exorbitant as they imagi ned, the French mo
narch was the only prince, who could oppofe its progrefs, and preferve the ba
lance of Europe.; that his p:>wer :was at pn:fent fettered by the hugonots, who, 
being pofieffed of many privileges and even of fortified towns, formed an em· 
pire within his empire, and kept him in perpetualjealoufy and inquietude; that 
an infurrection had been, at that time, wantonly and voluntarily, formea by their 
leaders, who being difgufl:ed in fome court-intrigue, took adv-antage of the ne-
·er-failing pretence of religion, in order to cover their rebellion ; that the Dutch, 

-influenced by thefe views, had ordered a fquadron of twenty . fhips to join the 

T 2 French 
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Chan. T. French fleet, employed againft the "inhabitants of Rochelle ; that the Spani!h 
xuz_). monarch, fenfible of the fame confequences, fecretly fupported the proteftants in 

France; and that all princes had ever facrificed, to reafons of fl:ate, the- interefl: 
Of their relio-ion in foreio-n countries. All thefe obvious confiderations had no \:) 0 

inSuence. Great murmurs and difcontents ftill prevailed in parliament. The 
hugonots, tho' they had no ground of complaint againft the French Court,. 
were thought to be as much intitled to affiftance from England, as if they had 
taken arms in defence of their liberties and religion againft the perfecuting rage 
of the catholics. And it plainly appears, from this incident, as we11 as from 
many others, that, of all European nations, the Britifh were, at that time, and 
till long after, the mofl: under the influence of that religious fpirit, which tend's 
rather to inflame bigotry than encreafe peace and mutual charity. 

ON this occafion, the commons renewed their eternal complaints _ againfl: the 
growth of popery, which was ever the chief of their grievances, and now their 
only one. They demanded a ftriCl: execution of the penal laws againfl: the c.a· 
tholics, and remonftrated againft fome late pardons which had been granted to 
priefl:s. Trey attacked Montague, one of the King's chaplains, on account of a 
n1oderate book, which he had lately compofed, and wh .ch, to their great dif
guft, faved virtuous catholics, as well as other chriftians, from eternal tonnents. 
Charles gave them a gracious and a compliant anfwer to all their remonftrances. 
He was, however, in his heart, extremely averfe to thefe furious meafures. Tho' 
a determined proteftant, by principle as well as inclination, he had entertained 
no violent h:>rror againft popery; and a little humanity, he thought, was due 
by the nation to the religion of their ancefi:ors. That dregree of liberty, which 
is now indulged to catholics, tho' a party much more obnoxious than during the 
reign of the Stuarts; it fuited neither with Charles's fentiments, nor the humour 
of the age, to allow them. An abatement of the more rigorous laws was all he 
intended ; and his engagements with France, notwithfranding that their regular exe-
cution had never been propofed nor expected, required of him fome indulgence. 
But fo unformnate was this Prince, that no meafure, embraced during his whole 
reign, was ever attended with more unhappy and Inore fatal confequences. 

THE extreme rage againft popery was a fure charaCl:eriftic of puritanifm. This 
.. houfe of commons difcovered oth~r infallible fymptoms of the prevalence of that 

party. They petitioned the King for replacing fuch able clergy as had been filenced 
tor want of conformity to the ceremonies. They alfo enacted laws for the ftrift 
obfervance of Sunday, which the puritans affected to call the Sabbath, afld which 
they fanttified by the moft melancholy indolence. 'Tis to be remarked, that the 

diff~rent 
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different appellations of this feftival were, at that titne, known fymbols of the Chap. I. 

d"ffi . 162)· 
1 eren t parties. 

THE King finding, that the parlia~ent were refolved to grant him no fupply, 
and would furniih him with nothing but empty protefi:ations oi duty, or dif
agreeable complaints of grievances; took advantage of the plague, which be
gan to appear at Oxford, and, under that pretence, immediately diffolved them. 
By fini!hing the fdTion with a diffolution, inftead of a prorogatior, he fuffi.ciently 
expreffed his difpleafure at their conduCt. 

To fupply the want of parliamentary aids, Charles iffued privr feals for bor- Auguft 1 z. 
rowing money from his fuhjetts. The ad vantage reaped by this levy was a fmall 
compenfation for the difguft which it occafioned. By means, howeter, of that [up-
ply, and by other expedients, he was, tho' with difficulty, enabled to equip his 
fleet. It confined of eighty veffels, great and fmall ; and carrie-d en board an October r. 
army of 1 o,ooo men. Sir Edward Cecil, lately created Vifcount Wimbleton, 
was entrufted with the command. l-Ie failed immediately for Cadiz, and found 

· · f · Naval cxpe--the bay full of Spamfh fhtps o great value. He etther negleB:ec to attack thefe dit:on againft 

Ships or attempted it prepofrerouOy. The army was landed, ard a fort taken :Spain. 

But the undifciplined foldiers, finding ftore of wine, could not be reftrained from 
the utmoft exceffes. Farther flay appearing fruitlefs, they were re-imbarked ; 
and the fleet put to fea with an intention of waiting for the Spanih galleons. But 
the plague having feized the feamen and foldiers, they were. obliged to abandon 
all hopes of this prize, and return to England. Loud complai1ts were n1ade 11..r b 1\0\'em er. 
againft the court for entrufting fo important a command to a man like Cecil, 
whom, tho' he poifeffed great experience, the people, judging by the event, 
efteemed of very fiender capacity. 

CHARLES, having failed of fo rich a prize, was obliged again to have re-
courfe to a parliament. Tho' the ill fuccefs of his enterprizes 9iminifhed his autho- I6z6 

rity, and £bowed, every day, more plainly the imprudence of th( Spanilh war; 
tho' the increafe of his neceffities rendered him more dependant, arrl mo·e expofed 
o the encroachments of the commons ; he \Vas refol ved to try one~ more that re- Second par

gular and confiitutional expedient for fupply. Perhaps too, a little political art, which liament 

at that time he praB:ifed, was much trufted to. He had named four popular lead-
ers fheriffs of Counties ; Sir Edward Coke, Sir Robert Philip::, Sir Thomas Went:.. 
worth, Sir Francis Stymour; and tho' this queftion had been forn:erly much con-
efl:ed *, he thought, that he had, by that means, incapacitated them for being 

elected 

• It is always an exprefs claufe in the writ of fummons, that no !heri!f ihall le chofen; but the 
contrary praCtice had often prevailed. D'£wes1 p. 38. 
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Chap. T. eleCled members. But this intention, being fo evident, rather put the com-
1626· mons more upon their guard. Enow of patriots fiill remained to keep up 

the ill humour of the houfe ; and men needed but little inftruction or rheto
ric to recommend to them practices, which increafed their own importance and . 
confideration. The \Veaknefs of the court alfo could not more evidently appear, 
than by its being reduced to fo inefle.:lual an exp"dient, in order to obtain an 
influence over the commons. 

THE views, therefore, of the Jaft parliament were immediately adopted ; as if 
February 6. the fame men had been every where elected, and no time had intervened fince their 

laft meeting. \Vhen the King laid before the houfe his neceffities, and afked for 
fupply, they immediately voted him three fubfidies and three fift.eenths; and tho' 
they afterwards added one fubfidy more, the fum was little proportioned to the 
greatnefs of the occafion, and ill fitted to promote thofe views of fuccefs and glory, 
for which the young Prince, in his firft enterprize, fo ardently longed. But this 
circumftance was not the moft difc1greeable one. The fupply was only voted by 
the commons. 'fhe palling that vote into a law was referved till the end of the 
fefllon. A condition was thereby made, in a very undifguifed manner, with their 
fovereign. Under pretence of redreffing grievances, which, during this fhort 
reign, could not be very numerous; they were to proceed in regulating and con
trouling every part of government, which difp1eafed them: And, if the King either 
cut them ihort in this undertaking, or refufed corn pliance with their demands, he 
muft Jay his account with the want of all fupply. Great diffatisfaction was 
expreffed by Charles with a method of treatment, which he deemed fo harfb and 
undutiful: But his urgent neceffities obliged him to fubmit ; and he waited with 
patience, obferving to what fide they would turn themfelves. 

Impeachment THE Duke of Buckingham, formerly obnoxious to the public, became every 
of Buckino-- ..l d' b h r.. h' h l b h f h' f ham. l:> -uay more o 1ous, y t e qmptoms, w 1c appeareu, ot o 1s want o temper 

, and prudence, and of the uncontrouled afcendant, which he had acquired over his 
mafter *. Two violent attacks he wa~ obliged this feffion to fufiain; one from 
the Earl of Briftol, another from the houfe of commons. 

As long as J ames lived, BrHl:ol, fecure of the concealed favour of that mo
narch, had expreffed all duty and obedience; in expeCtation, that an opportunity 
would offer of re-inftating himfelf in his former credit and authority. Even after 

Charles's 

* His credit with the king had given him fu~h influence, that he had no lefs than twenty proxies 
granted him this parliament by fo many peers; which occafioned a vote, that no peer ihould hav~ abo\'C 
two proxies. The earl of Leiceil:cr in 15 8 5 had once ten proxies. D' £ wes, p. 3 4· 

8 
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Charles's acceffion, he defpaired not. He fubmitted to the King's order of remain
ing in his country-feat, and of abfenting himftlf from parliament. Many trials 
he made to regain the good opinion of his m after; but fin j ing them all fruitlefs, 
and obferving Charl ·s to be intirely governed by Buckingham, his implacable 
enemy, he refolved no longer to keep any meafures with the court. A new fp i
rit, he faw, and a new power, arifing in the nation ; and to thefe he was refol
ved, for the future, to truft for his fecurity and protetl:ion. 

WHEN the parliament was fummoned, Charles, by a ftretch of prerogative, 
had given orders, that no writ, as is cuftomary, fl1ould be fent to Briftol. That 
Nob le man applied to the houfe of lords by petition ; and craved their good ofii
ces with the King for obtaining what was his due as a peer of the realm. 1-Iis 
writ was fent him ; but accompanied with a letter from the Lord keeper, Coven
try, commanding him, ·in the King's name, to abfent himfelf from parliament, 
This letter Briftol conveyed to the lords, and ar..:ed advice how to proceed in fo 
delicate a fituation. The King's prohibition was withdrawn, and Briftol took 
his feat. Provoked at thefe repeated inftances of vigour, which the court deno
minate_d contumacy, Charles ordered his attorney general to enter an accufation 
of high treafon againft him. By way of recrimination, Brifiol impeached Buck
ingham of high treafon. The Earl's defence of himfelf and accufation of the Duke 
both remain ; and together with fome original letters ftill extant, contain the fulldt 
and moft authentic account of all the negotiations with the houfe of Auftri<J. Frorn 
the whole, the great imprudence of the Duke evidently appears, and the fway of 
his ungove.rnable paffions ; but it would be difficult to colleCt: thence any action, 
which in the eye of the law, could be deemed a crime ; much lefs could fubject 
him to the penalty of high treafon. 

THE impeachment of the commons was fiill lefs dangerou3 to the Duke, were 
it eftimated by the ftandard of law and equity. They accu!ed him, of having 
united many offices in his perfon ; of having bought two of them ; of neglect
ing to guard the feas, infomuch that many merchant-f11ips h~d fallen into the 
hands of the enemy; of delivering fl1ips to the French K:ing, in order to ferve 
againft the hugonots ; of bei~ employed in 'the fale of honours and offices ; of 
accepting extenfive grants fron1 the crown ; of procuring many titles of honour 
for his kindred; of adminifhing phyfic to the late King without acquainting his 
phyficians. All thefe articles appear, from comparing the accuf~Hion and reply, 
to be eithe"'r frivolous or falfe, or both. The only charge, which could be regard
ed as important, was, that he had extorted a fum of ten thoufand pounds from the 
Eaft-India company, and that he had confifcated fome goods belonging to French 
merchants, under pretence of being the property of Spanifh. The impeachment 

never 
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never came to a full determination ; fo that it is difficult for us to give a deci!ive 

opinion v. ith regard to thefe articles : But it muft be confeifed, that the Duke's 
anfwer, in thefe particulars, as in all the reft, is fo clear and fatisfaCtory, that it 

is impoffible to refu[e our affent to it. His faults and blemifhes were, in many 

refpetl:s, very great; but rapacity and avarice were vices, with which he was in· 

tirely unacquainted. 
'Trs remarkable, that the commons, tho' fo much at a Iofs to find articles of 

charge againft Buckingham, never adopted Briftol's accufation, or impeached the 

Duke for his con duEt in the Spaniil1 treaty, the mofl: blameable circumfrance cf 

his whole life. He had reafon to believe the Spaniards fincere in their profef· 

fions; yet, in order to gratify his private paffions, he had .. hurried his mail:er 
and his country into a war p ~ rnicious to the interefis of both. But fo rivetted 

throughout the nation were the prejudices with regard to Spani!h deceit and 

fal!hood, that very few of the commons feem, as yet, to have been convinced, 

that they had been feduced by Buckingham's narrative: A certain proof, that a 

difcovery of this nature was not, as is imagined by feveral hiftorians, th~ caufe 

of fo fudden and furprizing a variation in the meafures of the parliament*. 

WHILE the commons were thus warmly engaged againfr Buckingham, the 

King feemed defirous of embracing every opportunity, by which he could exprefs 

a contempt and difregard for them. No one was, at that time, fufficiently fenfible 

of the great weight, which the commons bore in the balance of the conftitution. 
The 

* By a fpeech of Sir Simon D'Ewes, in the firfr year of the long parliament, it clearly appears, 

that the nation never had, even to that time, been rightly infhutled in the tranfaClions of the Spanilh 

negotiation, and fiill believed the court of Madrid to have been altogether infincere in all their pro~ 

feffions. What rcafon, upon that fuppofition, had they to blame either the Prince or Buckingham 

for their conduct, or foc the narrative delivered to the parliament ? This is a capital faet, and ought 

to be well attend-:d to. D'Ewes's fpeech is in Nalfon, Vol. ii. p. 368~ No author or hi orian of 

that age mentions the difcovery of Buckingham's impoflures as a caufe of difgufl: in the parliament. 
Whitelocke, p. 1. only f:1.ys, that the commons began to fufpetl, that it h:<d hcen./plem in Buckingham, 
not zeal for public good, q_vb!ch had i12duced hi ·n to break the Spanjh match : A clear proof that his 
falfhood was not fufpeEted. 1 .lhall farther add, tbt even if they had difcovered the deceit, this 
ought not to ha\'e altered their politicalmeafurcs, or made them refufe fupply to the King. They 
had fuppofed jt praCticable to wrefl: the palatinate from the houfe of A ufida ; they had reprefented it 
as prudent to expend the blood and treafure of the nation on fuch an en.terprize; they had believed 
that the King of Spain never had any fincere intention of reftoring that principality. 'Tis certain 

that he had not now any fuch intention: And tho' there was reafon to fi1fpecr, that this alteration of 
his views ha l proceeded from the jJI conduct of Buckingham, yet pafi errors could not be retrieved; 

and the natiot:l was undoubtedly in the fc1me fituation, \vhich the parliam~ut had ever fuppofcd, when 

they fo much l1arraffed their fovereign, by their impatient, importunate, and e\"tn undutiful folicita~ 

cions. To which we may add, that Charles himfelf was certainly deceived by Buckingham, when 
J;.,e corroborated his favourite's narrative by his teftimony. · 



CHARLES I. 

The hiftory of England had never hitherto afforded an inftance, where any great 
movement or revolution had proceeded from the lower noufe. And as their rank 
both confidered in a body and as individuals, was but the fecond in the kingdom ; 
nothing lefs than fatal experience could engage the Englifi1 princes to pay a due 
regard to the inclinations of that formidable affembly. 

THE Earl of Suffolk, chancellor of the univerfity of Cambridge, dying about 
this time, Buckingham, tho' lying under impeachment, was yet, by m-eans of 
court-intereft, chofen in his place. The commons refented and loudly complain
ed of this affront ; and the more to enrage them, the King himfelf wrote a let
ter to the univerfity, extolling the Duke, and giving them thanks for his elec

tion. 
THE Lord keeper, in the King's name, commanded the houfe exprefiy not to 

n1eddle with his minift:er and fervant, Buckingham ; and ordered them to finifh 
in a few days, the bill, which they had begun for the fubfidies, and to make fome 
addition to them ; otherwife they muft expeCt to fit no longer. And tho' thefe 
harfh commands were endeavoured to be explained and mollified, a few days af
terwards, by a fpeech of Buckingham, they failed not to leave a very difagree
able impreffion behind them. 

BEsiDES a more ftately ftyle, which Charles, in general, affeCted to this par-
lialnent, than to the Jaft, he went fo far, in a me!fage, as to threaten the commons, 
that if they did not furnifh him with fupplieg, he would be obliged to try new 
councils. T'his language was fufficiently clear: Yet, left any ambiguity fhould 
rematn, Sir Dudley Carleton, vice chamberlain, took care to explain it. " I 
" .pray you confider," faid he, " what thefe new councils are or may be. I fear 
" to declare thofe that I conceive. In all chriftian kingdoms, you know, that 
" parliaments were in ufe antiently, by which thofe kingdoms were governed in 
'' a mofl: flouri!hing manner ; until the monarchs began to know their own 
" ftrength, and feeing the turbulent fpirit of their parliaments, at length they, 
" by little and little, began to ftand on their prerogatives, and at laft 9verthrew 
" the parliaments, throughout Chriftendom, except here only with us.--
" Let us be careful then to preferve the King's good opinion of patliaments, 
" which bringeth fuch happinefs to this nation, and makes us envied of all others, 
" while there is this fweetnefs between his Majefty and the commons; left we 
" lofe the repute of a free people by our turbulency in parliament." Thefe im .. 
prudent fuggeftions rather gave warning than ftruck terror. A precarious li
berty, the commons thought, which was to be preferved by unlimited com
plaifance, was no liberty at all. And it was neceffary, while yet in their power, 
to fecure the conftitution by fuch invincible barriers, that no King or minifter 
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:lhould ever, for the future, d<lre ru fpeak fuch a language to any parliament, or 
even to entertain fuch a projeEt again fl: them. 

Two' memb:rs of the houfe, Sir Dudley Digges and Sir John Elliot, who had 
been employed as managers of the im~eachment againft the f>uke, were thrown 
into prifon. The commons imn1ediately declared, that they would proceed no 
f rther upon bufinefs till they had fatisfadion in their privileges. Charles alleged, 
as the reafon of this violent meafure, certain feditious expreffions, which, he faid, 
had, in their accufation of the Duke, dropped from thefe members. hl pon in
quiry, it appe.,reJ, that no fuch expreffions h:1d been ufecl. The members were 
releafed ; and the King re:-tped no farther benefit from this attempt than to e~
afperate the houfe ftill farther:> a11d to fhow fome degree of precipitancy and in
difcrc tion. 

MovED by this examp~e, the houfe of peers were roufed from their inactivity; 
and claimed liberty for the Earl of Arundel, who had been lately confined in the 
·Tovver. After many fruitlefs evafions, the King, tho' fomewh&t ungracefully, 
was at laft obliged to comply. And in this incident, it fufficiently appeared, 
that the lords, lwwever little inclined to popular courfes, were not wanting in a 
juft fenfe of their own dignity. 

THE ill humour of the commons, thus wantonly irritated by the court, and find .. 
ing no gratification in the legal itnpeachment of Buckingham, fought other ma
terials, on which it tnight exert itfelf. The never failing cry of popery here ferved 
them in fiead. They again claimed the execution of the penal laws againft ea· 
tholics ; and they prefented to the King a lift of perfons, entrufted with offices, 
moft of them infignificant, who were either convicted or fufpetl:ed recufants. In 
this particular, they had, perhaps, fome reafon to blame the King's conduct. 
He had promifed to the lafi: houfe of commons a redrefs of this ' religious grie
vance: But he was apt, in imitation of his father, to imagine, that the parliament, 
when they failed of fupplying his neceffities, had, on their part, freed him from 
the obligation of a fl:rict performance. A new odium, likewife, by thefe repre
fe 1tations, was attempted to be thrown upon Buckingham. His moth r, who 
had great influence over him, was a profe :Ted catholic; his wife was not free 
from fufpicion : And the indulgence given to catholics, was of courfe fuppofed 
to proceed intirely from his credit and authority. .. 

'T1s remarkable, that perfecution was here chiefly- pufhed on by laymen; and 
that the church was willing to have granted more liberty than would be allowed 
by tl1e commons. The reconciling doctrines l'kevvife of Montague failed not anew 
to meet with fevere cenfures from that zealou af m' 1Y.. 

5 
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TPIE next attack, n1ade by the commons, had it prevailed, would h_ve prov~ Chap .• 
16zci. ed decifive. They were preparing a remonftrance againfr the levying of ton-

nage and poundage without confent of parliament. 'I'his article, together with 
the new impofitions laid on merchandize by J ames, conftituted near a half of the 
crown-revenues; and by depriving the King of thefe refources, they would have 
reduced him to total fubjeCl:ion and dependance. While they retained fuch a 
pledge, befides the fupply already promifed, they were fure that nothing 
could be refufed them. Tho' they could fix no legal crime upon the Duke, 
they juftly regarded him as a very unable and even dangeroJs minifter ; and 
they intended to prefent a petition, which would then have been equivalent to a 
.command, for his removal from his Majefiy's perfon and councils. 

THE King was alarmed at the yoke, which he faw prepared for him. Bucking
ham's great guilt, he thought, was the being his friend and favourite. All che 
other complaints againft him were mere pretences. A little before, he was the 
idol of the people. No new crime had fince been difcovered. After the mofl: 
diligent inquiry, prompted by the greateft malice, the fmalleft appearance of 
guilt could not be fixed upon him. What idea, he afked, muil: all mankind 
entertain of his honour, fhould he facrifice his innocent friend to pecuniary con
i1derations ? What farther authority would he retain in the nation, were he ca
pable, in the beginning of his reign, to give, in fo fignal an infi:ance, fuch mat
ter of triumph to his enemies, and difcouragement to his adherents? To-day, · 
the commons pretended to wreft his minW:er from him. To-morrow, they 
would attack fome branch of his prerogative. By their remonftrances and pro .. 
mifes and protefi:ations, they had engaged the crown in a war. So foon as they 
finv a retreat impoflible, without waiting for new incidents, without covering 
themfelves with new pretences, they immediately deferred him, and refufed hint 
all reafonably fuppl y. It was evident, that they de fired nothing fo much as to 
fee him plunged in inextricable difficulties, of which they intended to tal~e ad
vantage. To fuch deep perfidy, to fuch unbounded ufurpations, it was necef
fary to oppofe a proper firmnefs and refollJtion. And any extremity was prefer
able to the contempt of fubjeCl:s, to the infults of mean adverfaries. 

PROMPTED by thefe motives, Charles was determined immediately to diffolv~ 
the parliament. \Vhen this refoiution was known, the houfe of peers, whofe 
compliant behaviour intitled them to fome authority with him, endeavoured to 
intcrpofe; and they petitioned him, that he would allow the parliament to fit 
fome time longer. Not a moment lo11ger, cried the King hafi:ily; and he foon af
ter ended this ieffion by a di1folution. 
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As this meafure was forefeen, the commons took care to fini!h and difperfe 
their remonftrance, which they intended as a juftification of their conduct: to the 

15 of June. people. The King likewife, on his part, publifhed a declaration, where he gave 
the reafons of his d1fagreement with the parliament, and of their fudden diffo
Jution, before they had time to conclude ;Jny one act. Thefe papers furnill1ed 
the partizans on both .Mdes with ample matter of apology or of recrimination. 
But all impartial men judged, " '.that the commons, tho' they had not violated 
" any law, yet, by their unpliablenefs and independence, were in.fenfibly chang
" ing, perhaps improving, the fpirit and genius, while they preferved the forms, 
'' of the conftitution : And that the King was afting altogether without any 
" plan ; running on in a road, furrounded, on all fides, with the moft danger· 
" ous precipices, and concerting no proper meafures, either for fubmitting to 
" the obftinacy of the commons, or for fubduing it.'' 

AFTER a breach with the parliament, which feemed fo difficult to repair, the 
only rational council, which Charles could purfue, was immediately to conclude 
a peace with Spain, and to render himfelf, as far as poffible, independent of his 
people, who difcovered fo little inclination to fupport him, or rather who feem 
to have formed a determined refolution to abridge his authority. Nothing could 
be n10re eafy in the execution than this meafure, nor more agreeable to his own 
and to national intereil:: But befides the treaties and engagements, which he had 
entered into with Holland and with Denmark, the King's thoughts were, at this 
time, intirely averfe to pacific councils. There are two circumftances in Charles's 
character, feemingly incompatible, which attended him during the whole courfe 
of his reign, and were in part the caufe of a11 his misfortunes: He was very 
fteddy and even obftinate in his purpofe; and he was eafily governed, by reafon 
of his facility, and of his deference to men, much inferior to himfelf both in 
morals and t nderftanding. His great ends he inflexibly maintained : But, the 
1neans of attaining them, he readily received from his minifters and favourites; 
tho' not always fortunate in his choice. The furious, impetuous Buckingham, 
inflamed with a defire of revenge for injuries, which he himfelf had committed, 
and . nimated with a love for glory, which he had not talents to merit, had, at 
this time, notwithftanding his profufe, licentious life, acquired an invincible af-. 
cendant over the virtuous and gentle temper of the King. 

Violent mea- THE new councils" which Charles had mentioned to the parliament, were now 
fures of the to be tried, in order to fupply his neceffities. Had he poffeffed any n1ilitary court. 

force, on which he could depend, 'tis not improbable, that he had, at once, ta .. 
ken off the mafk, and g )Verned without any regard to parliamentary privileges: 
So high aa idea. had he received of kingly prerogative, and fo contemptible a 

notion. 
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notion of the rights of thofe popular aifemblies, from which, he very naturally 
thought, he had met with fuch ill u'fage. But his army was new levied, ill paid, 
and worfe difcipline .... ; no wi:C"" fup\.rior to the militia, who were much more nu-
In~ rous, and who were, in a great meafure, under the influence of the country .. 
gentlemen. It behov'-d him, ~.I erefore, to proceed cautioufiy, and to cover his 
enterprizes under the pretence of antient precedents, which, confidering the great 
authority commonly enjoyed by his predeceffors, could not be wanting to him. 

A commiffion was openly granted to compound with the Catholics, and agree 
for a difpenfation with the penal laws, enacted againfi: them. By this expedient, 
the King both filled his coffers, and gratified his inclination of giving indulgence 
to thefe religionifrs : But he could not readily have employed any branch of 
prerogative, which would have been more difagreeable, or would have appeared 
more exceptionable to his protefrant fubjeB:s. 

FRoM the nobility, he defired affifrance : From the city, he required a loan of 
1 oo,ooo pounds. The former contributed fiowly: But the · 1atter, covering 
themfelves under many pretences and excufes, gave him at laft a flat denial. 

IN order to equip a fleet,_ a difhibution, by order of the council, was made 
to all the maritime towns; and each of them was required, with the affiftance of 
the adjacent counties, to arn1 fo many veffels, as were appointed them. The 
city of London was rated at twenty ihips. This is the firft appearance, in Charles's 
reign, of !hip-money ; a taxation, which had once been impo(ed by Elizabeth, 
but which afterwards, when carried fome fteps farther, by Charles, created fuch 
violent difcontents. 

OF fome, loans were required : To others,. the way of benevolence was pro .. 
pofed : Methods, fupported by precedents, but always invidious even in times 
n1ore fubmiffive and complian... In the moft abfolute governments, fuch expe
dients would be regarded as irregular and diforderly. 

THESE councils for fupply were conducted with fome moderation ; ti11 news 

Chap. I. 
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arrived, that a great battle was fought, between the King of Denmark and Count zsth of A\lg~ 

Tilly, the imperial general; where the former was totally nefeated. Money 
now, more than ever, became requifite, in order to repair fo great a breach in 
the alliance, and to fupport a prince, who was fo nearly related to Charles, 
and who had been engaged in the war, chiefly by. the intrigues, follicitations, and 
promifes of the Engli!h monarch. After fome deliberation, an aB: of council was 
paffed, importing, that, as the urgency of affairs admitted not the way of par-
liament, the moft fpeedy, equal, and convenient method of fupply was by a 
GENERAL LoAN from the fubject, according as every n1an was afitifed in the 
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rolls of the Iaft fubfidy. That precife fun1 was required, which each would have 
paid had the vote of four fubfidies been paired into a Jaw: But care was taken 
to inform the people, that the fums exaCted were not to be called fubfidies but 
loans. Had any doubt remained, that forced loans were a violation of liberty, ~ 
~nd muft, by necelfary confequence, render all parliaments fuperfluous; this was 
the proper expedient for opening the eyes of the whole nation. 

THE commiffioners, appointed to levy thefe loans, among other articles of fe. cret inftruB:ion, were enjoined, " If any fhall refufe to lend, and 1hall make 
" delays or excufes, and perfift in his obftinacy, that they examine him upon 
~' oath, whether he has been dealt with to deny or refufe to lend, or make an 
" excufe for not lending? Who has dealt with him, and what fpeeches or per
" fuafions were ufed to that purpofe ? And that they fhall alfo charge every fuch 
"' perfon, in his Majefty's name, upon his allegiance, not to difclofe to any one, " what his anf wer was." So violent an inquifitorial power, fo impracticable an attempt at fecrecy, were the objects of indignation, and even in fome degree ot: 
ridicule. 

THAT religious prejudices might fupport civil authority, fer mons were preached by Sibthorpe and Manwaring, in favour of the general loan ; and the court very induftrioufly fpread them over the kingdom. Paffive obedience was there 
recommended in its full extent, the whole authority of the ftate was reprcfented 
as belonging to the king alone, and all limitations of laws and conftitutions were 

. rejected as feditious and impious. So openly was this dotlrine efpoufed by the King, that Archbi£hop Abbot, a popular and virtuous prelate, becaufe he would not licence Sibthorpe's fermon, was banifhed from London, and confined to one of his country-feats. Abbot's principles of liberty, and his oppofition to Buck
ingham, had always rendered him very tmgracious at court, and had acquired him the charatler of a puritan. For '.tis remrlrkable, that that party made the. 
privileges of the nation as much a part of their religion, as the church-party 
did the prerogatives of the crown ; and nothing tended farther to recommend 
among the people, who always take opinions in the Jump, the whole fyftem and principles of the forn1er feet The King foon found, by fatal experience, that this engine of religion, which, with fo little neceffity, was introduced into 
politics, falling under more fortunate management, was played with the moft ter· rible fuccefs againfl: him. 

WHILE the King, inftigated by anger and neceffity, thus employed the whole 
extent of his prerogative, the fpirit of the people was far from being fubdued. Throughout all England, many refufed thefe !oans, and fome were even active 
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in encouraging their neighbours to inlifl: upon their common rights and pn '!
leges. By w:1rrant of the council, theft were thrown into prilon. Moft of them 
with patience fubmitted to confinement, or applied by petition to the King 
who commonly releafcd them. Five gentlemen alone, Sir Thomas Darnel, Sir 

o 1n Corbet, Sir \'-l alter Earl, Sir John Heveningham, and Sir Edmond Hamb
'en, had fpirit enough, at their own hazard and expence, to defend the p:.1blic 

Jiberties, and to demand releafement, not as a favour from the court, but as their 
due, by the laws of their country. No particular caufe was affigned of the· r 

c nfinement. 'rhe fpecial command alone of the King and council was pleaded. 
And by la\v, it was aiferted, this was not fufficient reafon for refuling bail or 
re eafemcnt to the prifoners. 

C .:1p. I , 
r6z'5. 

THIS queftion was brought to a folemn trial, before the king's bench ; and November. 
the whole kingdom was attentive to the iifue of a caufe, which was of much 
greater confequence than the event of many battles. 

Bv the debates on this fubject, it ·appeared, beyond controverfy, to the 
nation, that their anceftors had been fo jealous of perfonal liberty, as to f.cure 
it againft arbitrary power in the crown, by fix* feveral fiatutes, and by an ar
ticle t of the GREAT CHARTER itfelf, the moft facred foundation of the Jaws 
and confritution. But the king5 of England, who had not been able to prevent 
the enacting thefe laws, had fufficient authority, when the tide of liberty was 
fpent, to hinder their regular execution ; and they deemed it fuperfluous to attempt 
the formal repeal of ftatutes, which they found fo many; expedients and pretences 
to elude. Turbulent and feditious times frequently occurred, when ·the fa ety 
of the people abfolutely required the confinement of factious leaders ; and by 
the genius of the old conftitution, the prince, of himfelf, was accuflomed to 
affume every branch of prerogative, which was found neceffary for the preflrva
tion of pu~lic peace and of his own authority.. Expediency, at other time , 
would cover icfdf under the appearance of neceffity ; and, in proportion as pre
cedents tnultiplied, the will alone of the fovereign was fufficient to fupply t.1e 

place of expediency, of which he confti uted himfelf th foie judge. Tho' re
bellious fubjects had frequently, in the o en field, refifl- -:d the King's author-ity; 
no perfon had been fom d fo hardy, whil.e con6 r td an l at n1 c: rc ', as t' fet hirn
felf in oppofition to regal power:. and to claim t 1 e pt otetl:ion o, the laws and con
ftitution, a~ainft the will of the fo\7ereign. It was no till this .1ge, \'Vhen the fpirit , 
of liberty was univerfally diffufed, \ rhen the )f. nci l f ao v'ernn en \ ere near y 
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reduced to a fy!1:en1, that thefe five gentlemen above- mentioned, by a noble ef
fort, ventured, in this national caufe, to bring the queftion to a final determination. 
And the King was aftonifhed to obferve, that a power, exercifed by his predecef
fors almoft without interruption, was found, upon trial, to be direCt I y oppofite 
to the cleareft laws, and fupported by few or no undoubted precedents in courts 
of judicature. Thefe had fcarcely, in any inftance, refufed bail upon the com
mitments by fpecial command of the king ; becaufe the perfons committed had 
feldom or never dared to demand it. 

SIR Randolf Crew, Lord chief juftice, had been difplaced, as unfit for the pur

pofes of the court : Sir Nicholas H ycle, efteemed more obfequious, had obtain
ed that high office : Yet the judges, by his direCtion, went no farther than to re· 
mand the gentlemen to their prifons, and refufe the bail, which was offered. 
Heathe, the attorney-general, infifted, that the court fhould enter a general judg
ment, that no bail could be granted, upon a con1mitment by the King or coun
cil: But the judges wifely declined complying. The nation, they faw, were al
ready, to the I aft degree, exafperated. In the prefent difpofition of men's minds, 
univerfal complaints prevailed, as if the kingdom were reduced to Oavery. And 
the moft invidious prerogative of the crown, it was faid, that of imprifoning the 
fubjetl:, is here, openly, and folemnly, and in numerous inftances, exercifed for 
the moft invidious purpofe ; in order to extort loans, or rather fubfidies, with
out confent of parliament. 

Bur this was not the only hardfhip, of which the nation then found reafon 
to complain. The army, which had made the fruitlefs expedition to Cadiz, 
were difperfed throughout the kingdom ; and 1noney was levied upon the coun
ties, for the payment of their quarters. 

THE foldiers were billetted upon private houfes, contrary to cuftom, which 
required, that, in all ordinary cafes, they fhould be quartered in inns and public 
houfes. 

THosE, who had refufed or delayed the loan, were fure to be loaded with a 
greater number of thefe dangerous and diforderly guefts. 

MANY too, of low condition, who had fhown a refractory difpofition, were 
preffed into the fervice, and in lifted in the fleet or army. Sir Peter Hay man, for 
the fame rcafon, was difpatched into the Palatinate : Glanville, an eminent law
yer, had been obliged, during the former interval of parliament, to accept of 
an office in the navy. 

THE foldiers, il '- paid and undifciplined, committed many crimes and outrages ; 
and increafed extremely the public difcontents. To prevent thefe diforders, mar
tial law, fo requifite to the fupport of ~ifcipline, was exercifed upon the foldiers. 

By 
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By a contradiCtion, which is very natural, when the people are exafperated, the Chap. I. 
outrages of the army were complained of; the remedy was thought frill more 1627· 
intolerable. Tho' the expediency, if we are not rather to fay, the neceffity, of 
martial law, had formerly been deemed, of itfelf, a fufficient ground for efta
bliiliing it ; men, now become more jealous of liberty, and more refined rea-
foners in queftions of government, regarded, as illegal and arbitrary, every ex-
ercife of authority, which was not fupported by exprefs ftatute, or uninterrupted 
precedent. 

IT may fafely be affirmed, that, except a few courtiers or ecclefiaftics, all 
men were difpleafed with this high exertion of prerogative, and this new fpirit of 
adminiftration. Tho' antient precedents were pleaded, in favour of the King'$ 
n1eafures; a great difference, upon comparifon:. was obferved between the cafes . 
Acts of power, however irregular, might carually and at intervals, be exercifed 
by a prince, for the fake of difpatch or expediency ; and yet Jiberty frill fubfift, 
in fome tolerable degree, under his adminiftration. But where all thefe were 
reduced into a fyftem, were exerted without interruption, were ftudioufiy fought 
for, in order" to fupply the place of laws, and fubdue the refractory fpirit of the 
nation; it was neceifary to find fome fpeedy remedy, or finally to abandon all 
hopes of preferving the freedom of the conftitution. Nor could moderate men 
efteem the provocation, which the King had received, tho' great, fufficient to 
warrant all thefe violent meafures. The commons, as yet, had no way invaded 
his authority : They had only exercifed, as beft p1eafed them, their own privi
leges. Was he excufable, becaufe, from one houfe of parliament, he had met 
with harfh and unkind treatment, to make, in revenge, an invafion on the 
rights and liberties of the whole nation ? 

BuT great was at this time the furprize of all men, when Charles, baffied in 
every attempt againft the Auftrian dominions, embroiled with his own fubjetls, 
unfupplied with any treafure but what he extorted by the moft invidious and 
moft dangerous meafures; as if the half of Europe, now his enemy; was not 
fufficient for the exercife of military prowefs ; wantonly attacked France, the War with 
other great kingdom in his neighbourhood, and engaged at once in war againftFrance. 
thofe two powers, whofe intereft was hitherto efteemed fo incompatible, that 
they could never, it was thought, agree either in the fame friendiliips or enmi-
ties. All authentic memoirs, both foreign and domeftic, afcribe to Bucking-
ham's councils this war with France, and reprefent him, as actuated by motives, 
which would appear incredible, were we not fufficiently acquainted with the ex-
treme violence and temerity of his charaCter. 

VoL. I. X TH 
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THE three great monarchies of Europe were at this time ruled by young 
princes, Philip, Louis, and Charles, who were nearly of the fame age, and who 
had refigned the government of themfel ves and of their kingdoms to their crea
tures and minifters, Olivarez, Richelieu, and Buckingham. The people, whom 
the moderate temper or narrow genius of their princes, would have allowed to 
remain for ever in tranquillity, were ftrongly agitated by the emulation and jea
loufy of the minifters. Above alJ, the towering fpirit of Richelieu, incapable 
of reft, promifed an aCtive age, and gave indications of great revolutions through
out all Europe. 

THis man had no fooner, by fupplenefs and intrigue, got poffeffion of the 
reins of government, than he formed, at once, three mighty projects ; to fub
due the turbulent fpirits of the great, to reduce the rebellious hugonots, anJ t() 
curb the encroaching power of the houfe of Auftria. Undaunted and impla
cab:e, prudent and aClive ; no oppofition of the French princes or nobles could 
witlifl:and his vengeance, no cabals could efcape his penetration. His fovereign 
himfelf, he held in fubjeCl:ion, while he exalted the throne. The people, while 
they loft their liberties, acquired, by means of his adminiftration, learning, or
der, difcipline, and renown. That confufed and inaccurate genius of govern
Jnent, which France partook in common with other European kingdoms, he 
changed into· a fimple monarchy; at the very time, when the incapacity of Buck
ingham encouraged the free fpirit of the commons to eftablilh in England a re
gular fyftem of liberty. 

How:EVER ur~equal the comparifon between thefe minifters, Buckingham had 
entertained a mighty jealoufy againfl: Richelieu ; a jealoufy not founded on rival
fhip of power and politics, but of love and gallantry ; where the Duke was a!. 
much fuperior to the Cardinal, as he was inferior in every other particular. 

AT the time, when Charles married by proxy the Princefs Henrietta, the Duke 
of Buckingham was difpatched into France, in order to grace the nuptials; and 
conduCt the new ~een into EngLmd. The eyes of the whole French court were 
direCted by curiofity towards that man, who had enjoyed the unlimited favour of 
two fucceffive monarchs, and who,. from a private ftation, had mounted, in the 
earlieft yotlth, to the abfolute government of three kingdon1s. The extreme 
beauty of his perfon, the gracefulnefs- of his air, the fplendor of his equipage, his 
fine tafte in drefs, feftivals, and carroufels, correfponded to the prepoffeffions, en-
ertained in his favour: The affability of Fiis behaviour, the gaiety of his manners, 

the magni 7: cence of his ex pence, increafed ftill farther the general admiration,. 
which was paid him. All bufinefs being already concerted1 the time was intirely

fpentt 
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fpent in n1irth and entertainments; and, during thofe fplendid rcenes, among 
that gay people, the Duke found himfelf in a fituation, where he was perfectly 
qualified to excel. But his great fuccefs at Paris proved as fatal as his form~
failure at Madrid. Encouraged by the fmiles of the court, he dared to carry his 
ambitious addreffes to the Queen herfelf; and he failed not to make impreffion 
on a heart not undifpofed to the tender paffions. That attachment, at leafr, of the 
mind, which appears fo delicious, and is fo dangerous, feems to have been encou
raged by the Princcfs; and the Duke prefumed fo far on her good graces, that, 
after his departure, he fecretly returned upon fome pretence, and, paying a vifit 
to the OEeen, was difmiifed with a reproof, which favoured more of kindnefs than 
of anger. 

INFORMATION of this correfpondence was foon carried to Richelieu. The . 
vigilance of that minifl:er was here farther rouzed by jealoufy. lfe too, either 
from vanity or politics, had ventured to pay his addreffes to the ~een. But a 
priefr, paft middle age, of a fevere character, and occupied in the moft extenfive 
plans of ambition or vengeance, was but an unequal match in that conteft, for 
a young courtier, intirely difpofed to gaiety and gallantry. The Cardinal's dif
appointment ftrongly inclined him to counter-work the amorous projects of his 
rival. When the Duke was making preparations for a new embalfy to Paris, a 
melfage was fent him from Louis, that he muft not think of fuch a journey. In 
a romantic paffion, he fwore, That he would fee the f0/een, in JPite of all the power 
~1 France; and, from that moment, he was determined to engage England in a 
war with that kingdom. 

HE firft took advantage of fome quarrels, excited by the ~1een of Eng
land's attendants; and he perfuaded Charles to difmifs, at once, all her French. 
fervants, contrar-y to the articles of the marriage-treaty. He encouraged the 
Englifh !hips of war and privateers to feize veffels, belonging to French mer
chants; and thefe he forthwith condemned as prizes by a fentence of the court of 
itdmiralty. But finding, that all thefe injuries produced only remonftrances and 
embaffies, or at moft repdzals, on the part of France; he refolved to fecond the 
intrigues of the Duke of Soubjze, and to undertake at once a military expedition 
againft that nation. 

SouBIZE, who, with his brother, the Duke of Rohan, was the leader of the 
hugonot faCtion, was at that time in London, and ftrongly follicited Charles to 
embrace the proteCtion of thefe difrreifed religionifts. He reprefented, That, 
after the inhabitants of Rochelle .had been repreffed by the combined fquadrons of 

ngland and Holland, after peace was concluded with the French King under 
X 2 Charles~s 

Chap. f .. 
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Chap. ·r. Charles's mediation, the ambitious Cardinal was flill meditating the deO:ruCl:ion of 
162

7· the hugonots; that preparations were filently making in every province of France 
for the fuppreflion of their religion ; that forts were ereCted in order to bridle Ro
chelle, the m oft confiderable bulwark of the proteftants ; that the reformed in 
France caft their eyes on Charles as the head of their faith, and confidered him as 
a prince engaged by intereft, as well as inclination, to fupport them; that, as long 
as their party fubfifted, Charles might rely on their obedience, as much as on 
that of his own fubjeCl:s; but, if their liberties were once ravifhed from them, the 
power of France, freed from this impediment, would foon become formidable to 
England, and to all the neighbouring nations. 

THo' Charles probably bore but fmall favour to the hugonots, who fo much re
fembled the puritans, in difcipline and worfhip, in religion and politics; he yet 
allowed himfelf to be gained by thefe arguments, inforced by the follicitations of 
Buckingham. A fleet of an hundred fail, and an army of 7000 men, were fitted 
out for the invafion of France, and both of them entrufted to the command of 
the Duke, who was altogether unacquainted both with land and fea-fervice. The 

9th of July. fleet appeared before Rochelle : But fo ill-concerted were the Duke's meafures, 
Expedition to that the inhabitants of the city fhut their gates, and refufed to admit allies, of 
~e }fie of whofe coming they were not previoufly informed. All his tnilitary operations 

he. 1howed equal incapacity and inexperience. Inftead of attacking Oleron, a fertile 
iOand and defenceJefs, he bent his courfe to the ifie of Rhe, which was well garri
foned and fortified: Having landed his men, tho' with fome Iofs, he followed not 
the blow, but allowed Toiras, the French governor, five days refpite; during 

.which St. Martin was vitl:ualed and provided for a fiege : He left behind him the· 
fmall fort of Prie, which could at firft have made no manner of refiflance: Tho' 
refolved to ftarve St. Martin, he guarded the fea negligently, and allowed provi
Iions and ammunition to be thrown into it: Defpairing to reduce it by famine, 
he attacked it without having made any breach, and rafhly threw away the lives 
of the foldiers: Having found, that a French army had ftolen over in fmall di
vifions, and had landed at Prie, the fort, which he had, at firft overlooked, he 

.z8th of Oao- began to think of a retreat; but made it fo unfkiJfuJly, that it was equivalent to 
ber. a total rout : He was the Iaft, of the whole army, that embarked ; and he re

turned to England, having loft two thirds of his land~forces; totally difcredited 
both as an adtniral and a general ; and bringing no praife with him, but that vul
gar one of courage and perfonal bravery. 

THE Duke of Rohan, who had taken arms as foon as Buckingham appeared 
llpon the coaft, difcovered the dangerous fpirit of the feet, without being abJe to 

do 
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do any mifchief: The inhabitants of Rochelle, who had, at laft, been induced to 
join themfelves to the Englifu, haftened the vengeance of their m after, exhaufted 
their provifions in fupplying their allies, and were threatened with an im1nediate 
fiege. Such were the fruits of Buckingham's expedition againft France. 

C H A P. II. 

cthird parliament.-Petition of right.-Prorogation.-Death of 
Buckingham.-New fe!Jlon of parliament.-'I'onnage and poundage. 
-Arminianifm.-Dijfolution of the parliament. 

Chap. I. 
16Z7• 

T HE R E was reafon to apprehend fome diforder or infurreClion from the t6zS. 

difcontents, which prevailed among the people. Their liberties, they 
believed, were raviihed from them ; illegal taxes extorted ; their commerce, 
which had met with a fevere check from the Spanifh, was totally annihilated by 
the French war; thofe military honour~, tranfmitted to them from their ancef-
tors, had received a grievous ftain, by two unfuccefsful and ill-conducted expe-
ditions ; fcarce an illuftrious family but mourned, from the laft of them, the 
lofs of a fon or brother; greater calamities were dreaded from the war with thefe 
powerful monarchies, concurring with the internal diforders, under which the 
nation laboured. And thefe ill were afcribed, not to the refractory difpofition 
of the two former parliaments, to which they were partly owing; but folely to 
Charles's obftinacy, in adhering to the counfels of Buckingham; a man no wife 
intit1ed, by his birth, age, fervices, or merit, to that unlimited confidence, re-
pofed in him. To be facrificed to the intereft, policy, and ambition of the great, 

is fo much the common lot of the feople, that they may appear unreafonable, 
who would pretend to complain of it: But to be the victim of the frivolous 

gallantry of a favourite, and of his boyiih caprices, feemed the fubjeCt of pecu-

liar indignation. 

IN this .fituation, it may be imagined, the King and the Duke dreaded, above 
all things, the affembling a parliament: But, fo little forefight had they poffelfed 
in their enterprizing fchemes, that they found themfel ves under an abfolute ne
ceffity of embracing that expedient. The money levied, or rather extorted, un-

er pretence of prerogative, had come in very fiowly, and had left fuch ill-hu .. 
2 m our 
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mour in the nation, that it appeared dangerous to renew the experiment. 
The abfolute neceffity of fupply, it was hoped, would engage the commons to 
forget all paft injuries; and, having experienced the ill effects of former obfii. 
nacy, they would probably aifemble with a refolution of n1aking fome reafon· 
able compliances. The more to foften them, it was concerted, by Sir Robert 
Cotton's advice, that Buckinghan1 fhould be the firft perfon, who propofed in 
council the calling a new parliament. Having ]aid in this frock of merit, 
he expected, that all his former mifdemeanors would be overlooked and for
given, and that, inftead of a tyrant and oppre.ffor, he ihould be regarded as the 
firft patriot in the nation. . 

THE views of the popular leaders were much more judicious and profound. 
When the commons a!fembled, they appeared to be men of the fame independent 
fpirit with their predeceffors, and poifdfed of fuch riches, that their property 
was computed to furpafs three times that of the houfe of peers ; they were de~ 
puted by burroughs and counties, inflamed, all of them, by the late violations of. liberty ; many of the members themfelves had been cafi: into prifon, and 
had fuffered by the meafures of the court; yet, notwithftanding all thefe circum
ftances, which tnight prompt then1 to embrace violent refolutions, they entered 
upon bufinefs with p:rfect temper and decorum. They confidered, that the 
King, d1fgufted at thefe popular aifemblies, and little prepoife.ffed in favour of 
their privileges, wanted but a fair pretence of breaking with them, and would 
feize the firft opportunity offered by any incident or undutiful behaviour of the 
members. He fairly told them, in his firft fpeech, that, '' If they !hould not 
" do their duties, in contributing to the neceffities of the ftate, he muft, in dif
" charge of his confcience, ufe thofe other means, which God had put into his 
" hands, in order to fave that which the follies of fome particular men may 
" otherwife put in danger. Take not this for a threatening," added the King, 
" for I fcorn to threaten any but my equals ~ but as an admonition from him, 
"'" who, by nature and duty, has moft care of your prefervation and profperity." 
The Lord keeper, by the King's direction, fubjoined, '' This way of parlia
. ' mentary fupplies, as his Majefty told you, he hath chofen, not as the only 
" way, but as the fitteft ; not becaufe he is defl:itute of others, but becaufe it 
" is moft agreeable to the goodnefs of his own moft gracious dirpofition, and to 
" the defire and weal of his people. If this be deferred, neceffity and the fword 
" of the enemy make way to the others. Remember his Majefl:y's admonition ~ 
'' I fay, remember it." From thefe avowed maxims, the commons forefaw, 
that, if the leaft handle was afforded, the King would immediately di.ffolve them, 
and thenceforward deem himfelf jufiified for violating, in a manner Jlill more 

5 open, 
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open, all the antient fonns of the conftitution. No remedy could then b_e looked 
for, but from infurreCtions and civil war, of which the iffue would be extremely 
uncertain, and which muft, in all events, prove infinitely calamitous to the whole 
nation. To correct ·the late diforders in the adminiftration required fome new 
laws, which would, no doubt, appear har!h to a pr.ince, fo enamoured of his 
prerogative; and it was requifite to temper, by the decency and moderation of 
their debates, the rigour, which muft neceffarily attend their determinations .. 
1-T othing can give us a higher idea of the capacity of thofe men, who now guided 
the commons, and of the great authority, which they had acquired, than the 
forming and executing fo judicious and fo difficult ~ plan of operations. 

THE decency, however, which the popular leaders had prefcribed to them
felves, and recommended to others, hindered them not from n1aking the loudeft 
and moft vigorous complaints againfl: the grievances, under which the nation had 
lately laboured. Sir Francis Seymour faid, " This is the great council of the 
'' kingdom, anJ here with certainty, if not here only, his. Majefty may fee, as 
" in a true glafs, the fbte of the kingdom. We are all cal1ed hither by his 
" writs, in order to give him faithful counfel ; fuch as may ftand with his ho
" nour : And this we mufl: do without flattery. We are all fent hither by the 
" people, in order to deliver their juft grievances: And this we muft do without
" fear. _ Let us not aft like Cambyfes~s judges, who, when their approbation was 
" demanded by the prince to fome illegal meafure, faid, that, q-ho' ther,e was a 
'' written law, the Perjian kings might follow their own will and pleafure. This was 
" bafe fl..lttery, fitter for our reproof than our imitation ; and a'i fear, fo flattery, 
'' taketh away the judgment. For my part, I fhall Ihun both; and fpeak my 
" mind with as much. duty~ as any man, to his majefty, without neglecting the 
" public.. . 

" Bui how can we exprefs our affeCtions, while we retain our fears ; or fpeak 
" of giving, till we know whether we have any thing to give. For, if his Ma
" jefty may be perfuaded to take what he will, what need we give? 

" THAT this hath been done, appeareth by the billetting of foldiers, a thing 
u nowife advantageous to the King's fervice, and a burthen to the commonwealth: 
''- By the imprifonment of ged lemen for refufing the loan, w.ho, if they had don 
'' the contrary for fear, had been as blameable as the projectors of that oppreffive 
" meafure. To countenance thefc proceedings, hath it not been preached in the 
·" pulpit, or rather prated, that All we have is the King's b)' dir.;ine right. But 
' when preachers forfake their own calling, and turn ignorant ftatefmen ; we fe 
' how willing they are to exchange a good confcience for a bi1hopric. 

'" H.E 
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" HE, I 1n uft confefs, is no good fubject, who would not, willingly and cheer~ 
" fully, lay down his life, when that facrifice may promote the interefts of his 
" fovereign and the good of the commonwealth. But he is not a good fubject, 
" he is a flave, who will allow his goods to be taken from hin1 againft his will, 
·" and his liberty againft the laws of the kingdom. By oppofing thefe practices, 
" we lhall but tread in the fteps of our forefathers, who frill preferred the public 
" before their private intereft, nay, before their very lives. It will in us be a wrong _ 
" done to ourfel ves, to our pofterities, to our confciences, if we forego this claim 
'' and pretenfion." 

'' 1 read of a cuftom," faid Sir Robert Philips, " among the old Romans, that, 
" once every year, they held a folemn feftival, at which their fiaves had liberty, 
'' without exception, to fpeak what they pleafed, in order to eafe their affiitted 
" minds ; and, on the conclufion of the feftival, the fiaves feverally returned to 
" their former fervitudes. 

" THIS inftitution may, with fome diftind:ion, weii fet forth our prefent ftate 
" and condition. After the revolution of fome time, and the grievous fufferance 
" of many violent oppreffions, we have now, at laft, as thofe fiaves, obtained, 
" for a day, fome liberty of fpeech : But fhall not, I truft, be hereafter fiaves: 
~' For we are born free. Yet, what new illegal burthens our eftates and per· 
" fons have groaned under, my heart yearns to think of, my tongue falters to 
~' utter.---.. ---

'' THE grievances, by which we are opprdfed, I draw under two heads; aCts 
'' of power againft law, and the judgments of lawyers againft our liberty." 

HAVING mentioned three illegal judgments, paffed within his memory ; that 
by which the Scotch, born after J ames's acceffion; were admitted to all the pri
vileges of Englifh fubjeets ; that by which the new impofitions had been warrant
ed'; and the laft~ by which arbitrary imprifonments were authorized; he thus 
proceeded. 

" I CAN live, tho' another, who has no right, be put to live along with me ; , 
'' nay, I can live, tho' burthened with impofitions, beyond what at prefent I la
" hour under : But to have my liberty, which is the foul of my life, ravilhed 
4

' from me; to have my perfon pent up in a jail, without relief by law, and to 
" be fo adjudged, 0 ! improvident anceftors! 0! unwife forefathers! to 
" be fo curious in providing for the quiet poffeffion of our lands and the liberties 
~' of parliament ; and, at the fame time, to negleCt our perfonal liberty, and Jet 
"' \lS lie in prifon, and that during pleafure, without redrefs or remedy! lf this 
'' be law, why do we talk of liberties? Why trouble ourfelves with difputes a-

" bout 
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<' bout a conftitution, franchifes, property of goods, and the like? What may Chap. If. 
'' any man call his own, if not the liberty of his perfon ? I6z8. 

'' I am weary of treading thefe ways ; anJ therefore conclude to have a feleCl: 
" committee, in order to frame a petition to his l\1ajefty for redrefs of thefe op
" preffions. And this petition being read, examined, and approved, may be de
" livered to the King; of whofe gracious anf wer we have no caufe to doubt, our 
" defires being fo reafonable, our intentions fo loyal, and the n1anner fo dutifuL 
" Neither need we fear, that this is the critical parliament, as has been infinu
,, ated ; or that this is a way to difrracrion : But aifure ourfelves of a happy iffue. 
" Then :lhall the King, as he calls us his gre-at council, find us his true council, 
" and own us his good council." 

THE fame topics were inforced by Sir Thomas vVentworth. After mention
ing projectors and ill minifrers of ftate. H There," faid he, " have introduced 
" a privy council, raviihing, at once, the fpheres of alJ ancient government; 
" defiroying all liberty; imprifoning us without bail or bond. They have taken 
" from us--What fhall I fay? Indeed, what have they left us ? By tearing up 
" the roots of all property, they have taken from us every means of fupplying 
" the King, and of ingratiating ourfelves by volur:tary proofs of our duty and 
'' attachment towards him. · 

To the making whole all thefe breaches, I fhall apply myfelf; and, to all 
" thefc difeafes, f11all propound a remedy. By one and the fame thing, have the 
'' King and the people been hurt, and by the fame muft they be cured. We muft 
" vindicate: \V hat? New things? No: Our antient, legal, and vital liberties; 
"· by re-inforcing the laws, enacted by our an cefrors ; by letting f11ch a !tamp 
4;' upon them, that no licentious fpirit lhall dare henceforth to invacle them. And 
" lhall we think this a way to break a parliament ? No : Our defires are modeft 
"' and juft. I fpcak both for the interefi: <?f King and people. If we et~oy not 
4;, thefe rights, it will be impoflible for us to relieve him. Let us never, there
" fore, doubt of a favourable reception from his goodnefs." 

THESE fentiments were unanimouf1y en1braced. by the whole houfe. Even the 
.court- party pretended not to plead, in defence of the late meafures, any th ing·buc 
the nccdlity, to which the K ing had been reduced, by the obainacy of the two for
mer parliaments. A vote, therefore, \ T as pat1~d without oppofition, againfr ar
bitrary imprifonmet ts alld forced loans. And the fpirir of liberty having obtain
ed fome fatisfadion by this exertion of itfelf, tlw King's re -iterated meifages, who 
pre!led for fupply, were attended to with better t~mper. Five fubfidies were 
voted him.; \vit 1 which, tho' much in .-erior to his wants, he declared himfelf well 
fatisfied ; and even tear· of affection fi:arted in his eye, when he was informeu of 
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this conceffion. The Duke's approbation too was mentioned by Secretary Coke~ 
but the conjunCtion of a fubjett with the fovereign was ill received by the houfe. 
Tho' difgufted with the King, the jea~oufy, which they felt for his honour, was 
more fenfib]e than that, which his unbounded confidence in the Duke would 
allow even himfelf to entertain. 

THE fupply, tho' voted, was not, as yet, palfed into a law ; and the commons 
refolved to employ the interval, in providing fome barriers to their rights and ]i. 

berties, fo lately violated. They knew, that their own vote, declaring the ille· 
gality of the former meafures, had not, of itfelf, fufficient authority to fecure the 
conftitution againft all future invafion. Some aCt to that purpofe muft receive 
the fanction of the whole legiOature; and they appointed a committee to prepare 
the model of fo important a law. By colleCting into one effort all the dangerous 
and oppreffive claims of his prerogative, Charles had expofed them to the hazard 
of one alfault; and had f-arther, by prefenting a nearer view of the confequences 
attending them, rouzed the independent genius of the commons. Forced loans, 
benevolences, taxes without confent of parliament, arbitrary imprifonments, bi1-
letting foldiers, 1nartiallaw ; thefe were the grievances complained of, and againft 
thefe an eternal remedy was to be provided. The commons pretended not, as 
they affirmed, to any unufual powers or privileges : They aimed only at fecuring 
thofe tranfmitted them from their anceftors: And their law they refolved to call 
a PETITION oF RIGHT; as implying that it contained a corroboration or expla· 
nation of the antient conftitLltion, not any infringement of royal prerogative, or 
acqui fition of new liberties. 

WHILE the committee was employed in framing the petition of right, the fa
vourers of each party, both in parliament and throughout the nation, were en
gaged in difputes about this bil1, which, in all likelihood, was to form a memo· 
rable aera in the Englifh government. 

THAT the ftatutes, faid the partizans of the commons, which fecure Engli!h 
liberty, are not become obfolete, appears hence, that the Englilh have ever been 
free, and have ever been governed by law and a limited confi:itution. Privileges 
in particular, which are founded on the GREAT CHARTER, muft always remain 
in force, becaufe derived from a fource of never failing authority; regarded in all 
ages, as the moft facred contract between king and people. Such attention was 
paid to this charter by our generous anceftors, that they got the confirmation of 
it re iterated thirty feveral times; and even fecured it by a law, which feems in 
lhe execution impraCticable. They enaCted, '/hat noflatute, which Jhould be after
wards enatied in contradiflion to any article of that charter, fhould ever have any force 
er 11alidil)•. But with regard to that important article, which fccures perfonal 
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CHARLES I. . 

liberty; fo far from attempting, at any time, any illegal infringement of it; they 
have corroborated it by fix ftatutes, and put it out of all doubt and controverfy. 
If in praCtice it has often been violated, abufes can never come in place of rules ; 
nor can any rights or legal powers be derived from injury and injuftice. But the 
fubjects title to perfonalliberty is not founded only on ancient, and therefore, the 
more facred laws : It is confirmed by the whole ANALOGY of the government and 
conftitution. A free monarchy, in which every individual is a flave, is a glaring 
contradietion; and 'tis requifite, where the laws affign privileges to the different 
orders of the ftate, that it likewife fecure the independance of all the members. 
If any difference could be made in this particular, it were better to abandon even 
life or property to the arbitrary will of the prince ; nor would fuch immediate 
danger enfue, from that conceffion, to the laws and to the privileges of the people. 
To bereave of his life a man not condemned on any legal trial, is fo egregious an 
exercife of tyranny, as muft at once !hock the natural humanity of princes, and 
convey an alarm through the whole commonwealth. To confifcate a man's for
tune, befides its being a moft atrocious violence, expofes the monarch fo much to 
the imputation of avarice and rapacity, that it will fddom be attempted in any 
civilized government. But confinement, tho' a lefs ftriking, is no lefs fevere a 
punifhment; nor is there any fpirit, fo erect and independent, as not to be broke 
by the long continuance of the filent and inglorious fufferings of a jail. The 
power of imprifonment, therefore, being the moil: natural and potent engine of 
arbitrary government, it is abfolutely necdfary to remove it from a government, 
which is free and legal. 

THE partizans of the court reafoned after a different manner. The true rule 
of government, faid they, during any period, is that to which the people, from 
time immemorial, have been accuftomed, and to which they naturally pay a 
prompt obedience. A practice, which has ever ftruck their fenfes, and of whicl1 
they have feen and heard innumerable precedents, has an authority with them 
much fuperior to that which attends maxims derived from antiquated ftatutes and 
n1ouldy records. In vain do the lawyers eftablifh it as a principle, that a ftatute 
can never be abrogated by oppofite cuftom ; but requires to be exprefsly repealed 
by a contrary ftatute : While they pretend to inculcate an axiom, peculiar to Eng
:li!h jurifprudence, they violate the moft eftabli!hed principles of human nature; 
and even, by neceifary confequence, reafon in contradicrion to law itfelf, which 
they would reprefent as fo facred and inviolable. A law, to have any authority, 
muft be derived from a legiOature, which has right. And whence do all legi
flatures derive their right but from long' cuftom and efiablifhed practice ? If a fia. 
tute, contrary to public good, has~ at any time, been rafhly voted anu aifented to, 
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either from the violence of fatl:ion, or the inexperience of fenates and princes; it 
CJnnot be more effectuaJly abrogated, than by a train of contrary 1 rec(dents, 
which prove, that, from common confent, it has tacit y been fet afide, as incon
venient and impracticable. Such Ius been the car~ with all thofe fiatutes enatled 
during turbulent times, in order to confirm royal prerogative, and cramp the fo
vereign in his protection of the public, and his execution of the laws. But above 
all the branches of prerogative, that which is mofr neceffary to be preferved, i·s 
the power of imprifonment. Fatl:ion and difcontent, like difeafes, frequently arife 
in every political body ; and, during thefe diforders, 'tis by the falutary exercife 
alone of this difcretionary power, that rebellions and civil wars can be prevented. 
To circumfcr;be this power, is to deftroy its nature: Entirely to abrogate it, is 
impracticable ; and the attempt itfelf muft prove dangerous, if not pernicious to 
the public. 1 ' he fupreme magiftrate, in critical and turbulent times, will never, 
conformable either to prudence or duty, allow the fiate to perifh, w!1ile there 
remains a remedy, which, however irregular, it is fiill in his power to apply. 
And if, moved by a regard to public good, he employs any exercife of power, 
condemned by recent and exprefs ftatute; how greedily, in fi1ch dangerous times, 
will factious leaders feize fuch a pretence of throwing on his government the im
putation of tyranny and defpotifm ? vVere the alternative quite neceltuy, it were 
fure]y much better for human fociety tO be deftitLlte of liberty than tO be deprived 
of government. , 

IMP AR TI A L reafoners will confefs, that this fubjeEt is not, on both fides, with
out its difficulties. Where a general and rigid Jaw is enacted againft arbitrary 
imprifonments, it would appear, that government cannot, in times of fedition and 
faction, be conducted but by temporary fufpenfions of the law; and fuch an ex
pedient, during the age of Charles, was never thought of. The meetings of parR 
liament were too precarious, and their determinations might be too dilatory, to 
ferve in cafes of urgent neceffity. Nor was it then conceived, that the authority 
of thefe aifemb1ies was ever to become fo abfolute, that the prince muft always 
conform himfelf to it, and could never have any occafion to guard againft their 
practices, as well as againft thofe of his other fubjetts. 

THo' the houfe of lords were not infenfible to the reafons urged in favour of the 
prerenfions of the commons, they deemed the arguments, pleaded in favour of 
the crown, ftill more cogent and convincing. That afTembly feems, during this 
whole period, to have acted, in the main, a rtafonabJe and a moderate part; and 
if their byafs inclined a little too much, as is natural, to the fide of n1onarchy, 
they were far from entertaining any defign of facrificing to arbitrary will the 
liberties and privileges of the nation. Alhley, the King's ferjeanr, having af-

ferted, 
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fertcd, in a pleading before the peers, that the King muft fometimes govern by 
acrs of fiate as well as by Jaw ; this pofition gave fuch offence, that he was im
mediately committed to pr:fon, and was not releafed but upon his recantation and 

· fubmiffion. Being, however, afraid, that the commons would go too far in their 
projeB:ed p .: tition, the peers rropofed a plan of one more moderate, which 
they recommended to the conflderation of the oth :-r houfe. It confi{red meerly 
in a general declaration; That the great-charter, and the fix ftatutes, conceive'd 
to be explanations of it, ftand ftill in force, to all intents and purpofes ; that, in 
confeqt~ ence of the charter and the ftatutes, and by the tenor of the antient cuf
toms and laws of the land, every fubjeet has a fundamental property in his goods, 
and a fundamental liberty of his perfon ; that his property and liberty are as en
tire at prefent as during any forn er period of the Engli!h government; that in 
all common cafes, the common law ought to be the ftandard of proceedings : 
" And in cafe, thar, for the fecurity of his Majefty's perfof.l, the general fafety of 
" his people, or the peaceable government of the kingdom, the King 1hall finCI 
" juf1: caufe, for reafons of ftate, to imprifon or reftrain any man's perfon; he 
" was petitioned gracioufly to declare, that within a convenient time, he 1hall and 
" will exprefs the caufe of the commitment or reftraint, either general or fpeciaT, 
" and upon a caufe fo expreffed, will leave the prifoner immediately to be tried 
." according to tlie common Jaw of the land."' 

ARCHBISHOP Abbot was employed by the lords to recommend, in a confe
rence, this plan of a petition to the houfe of commons. The prelat~, as was, no 
doubt, forefeen from his known principles, was not extremely urgent in his appli
cations ; and the lower houfe were fully convinced, that the general declarations 
fignified nothing, and that the la-tter claufe left their liberties rather in a wode 
condition than before. They proceeacd, therefore, with great zeal, in framing 
the model of a petition., which fhould contain expreffions, more precife, and more 
favourable to public freedom. 

THE King could eafily fee the confequences of thefe proceedings. Tho' he had 
offered, at the beginning of the feffion, to give his confent to any law for the fecu
rity of the rights and liberties of the people; he had not expeB:ed, that fuch in
roads fhould be made on his prerogative. In order, therefore, to divert the com
mons from their int~ntion, he fent a meffage, where he defired the houfes, " Clear .. 
" ly to let him know, whether they will reft upon his royal prot}1ife in favour of 
" their liberties: Which promife he had given at feveral times, and chiefly by 
'' the Lord keeper's fpeech n1ade in his own prefence. If they rely on it, he af
'' fured them, it 1hould be really and royally performed ':. 
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SECRETAR v Coke, who delivered this meffage, after fame preamble, and fame 
apology for paft grievances, proceeded in this manner. " When means were de
" nied his Majefty, being a young king and newly con1e to the crown, which he 
" found engaged in a war; what could we expeCl: in fuch neceffities? His Ma
" jefty has called this parliament to make up the breach : His Majefty affures 
" us, that we fh.all not have like caufe to complain : He alfures us, that the 
'' laws fhall be efl:abliihed. What can we de fire tnore? The important point 
'' is, that we provide for pofl:erity, and prevent the like praCl:ices for the future. 
'' Were not the fame means provided by them before us? Can we do more~ 
" We ftand at prefent on the confines between the liberty of the fubjeet and the 
" prerogatives of the King. I hope, that we fhall not pretend to add any thing 
" for ourfelves, in order to deprefs him. I will not divine : Yet I think, that, 
" in fuch pretenfions, we fhall find difficulty with the King; nay, perhaps, with 
" the lords. For my part, I fhall not, as councellor to his Majefty, deliver any 
" opinion, which I will not openly declare and juftify, here, or at the council· 
" board. Will we, in this neceffity, fl:rive to bring ourfelves into a better con
'"' clition and greater liberty than our fathers enjoyed, and reduce the crown to a 
" worfe than ever? I dare not advife his Majefty to give way to fuch meafures. 
'' What we now defire, if it be no innovation, is all contained in thofe acts and 
·" ftatutes; and whatever more we .fhall add is a diminution to the King's power, 
'' and an acceffion to our own. We deal with a wife and valiant prince, who 
" bath a fword in his hand for our good ; and this good cannot be attained with
~' out power. Do not think, that, by parliamentary debates, or even by claufes 
" of ftatntes, we can make that to be unlawful, which, by experience, we have 
'' found to be derived from neceffity, and from a neceffity fo urgent, that it ad
" mits not of remedy from any law. And I befeech you to confider, whe
" ther thofe, who have been in the fame place, which I now occupy, have not 
" freely given warrants for commitment; and yet, no doubt, been entertained. 
·" nor any complaint made by the fubjett.'' 

UPoN this fpeech there arofe a great debate in the houfe. Many reafons were 
a-new urged on both fides: But, Sir Thomas Wentworth clofed the debate, by 
faying, '' That never houfe of parliament, fo far as regarded themfelves, trufted 
~' more than the prefent to the goodnefs of their king : But we are ambitious," 
faid he, '' that his Majefty's goodnefs may remain to pofterity, and we are ac
" countable for a public truft. There hath been a public violation of the laws by 
" the King's minifters ; and nothing can fatisfy the nation but a public re para
" tion. Our defire to vindicate the fubject's right by bill, will carry us no far
"' ther that what is contained in former laws, with fame modeft provifion for in-
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cc ftruClion, performance, and execution." This contained fo much the fenti- Chap. II. 
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ments of the houfe, that it was univerfally acquiefced in. 

THE King, however, was not difcouraged. By another mcffage, he attempted 
to divert the commons from their purpofe. He there acknowleged paft errors, 
and promifed, that, hereafter, there fhould be no juft caufe of complaint. And 
he added, " That the affairs of the kingdom pref him fo, that he could not 
" continue the feffion above a week or two longer: And if the houfe be not 
" ready, by that time, to do what is fit for themfelves, it fhall b.; their own 
" fault.,, On a fubfequent occafion, he a!ked them, " Why demand explana
" tions, if you doubt not the performance of the ftatutes, according to their 
" true 1neaning. Explanations will hazard an encroachment upon the preroga
" tive. And it may well be faid, What need a nt.'N law to confirm an old, if 
'' you repofe confidence in the declarations, '.<vhich his l\1 ajefty made to both 
" houfes." The truth is, the great charter and rhe old ftatutes were fufficient1y 
clear in favour of liberty: But as all king~ of Engla1 d, had ever, in cafes of ne
cefilty or expediency, been accuftomed, at intervals, to elude them ; and as Charles, 
in a compltcation of inftances, had lcrely violated them ; the commons judged it 
requifite to enaCt a new law, which might not be eluded or violated, by any in
terpretation, conftruttion, or contrary precedent. Nor was it fufficient, they 
thought, that the King promifed to return into the way of his predecdfors. His 
predeceffors, in all times, had enjoyed, at leaft, exercifed, too much difcretionary 
power; and by his recent abufe of it, the whole world had reafon to fee the ne· 

ceffity of intirely retrenching it. 
SIR Edward Coke urbe l on this occafion, with the approbation of the whole 

houfe, " \V as it (ver known, that general words were a fufficient fatisfaction for 
" particular grievtinccs ? vVas ever a verbal declaration of the king the word of the 
" fovereign? \'\ h "n grievances are complaine 1 of, the parliament is to redrefs them. 
" Did ever th-- parliament rely on mcffages? They have ever put up petitions of 
" .their grievances, and the king has ever anf~ered them. The King's meffage is 
'' very gracious ; bi.lt, what is the law of the realm, that is the qud1:ion. I have 
" no di ffide th'C of hi tvbjefly; but the king muft fpeak by record, and in parti
" culars. DiJ you ever kno·.v the k ing's me!Tage come into a bill of fubfidies? 
" All fuccccding kings will f~ y, 1"e mujl truft mJ as you did my predecef!or, a11d ;·e 
" muft i.Jar;;'e tbe f ame co;:fidence in my meffages. But meffages of love never come 
'' into a par'iam"nt. Let us put up a petition of right: Not that I diftruft the 
" King; but that I cannot give truft except in a parliamentary way." 

THE King fiili p~t fevered in his endeavours to elude the petition. He fent a let
ter to the houfe of lords, where he went fo far as to make a particular declaration, 

" That 
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" That neither he nor his privy council ihall or will, at any time hereafter, corn" mit or command to prifon, a otherways reftrain, any man for not lending " n1oney, or for any other eau{~, which, in his confcience, he tnought not to " concern the public good, and ·he fafety of king and people." And he farther declared, '' 1-.hat he never would be guilty of fo bafe an action as to pretend any '' caufe, of whofe truth he was not fully fatisfied." But this promife, tho' inforced to the commons by the remmmendation of the upper houfe, made no more impreffion than all the former mdfages. 

AMoNG the other evafions of the King, we may reckon the propofal of the houfe of peers, to fubjoin, to the intended petition of right, the following claufe, " We humbly prefent :his petition to your Majefty, not only with a " care of preferving our own liberties, but with due regard to 1eav;e intirc " that fovereign Jower, with wh eh your Majefty is trufted for the protection, " fafety, and happinefs of your ?eople.'' Lefs penetration, than what was poffeffed by the leaders of the houfe 1)f commons, could eafily difcover how captious this claufe was, and how much it was calculated to elude the whole force of the petition. 
THESE obftacles, therefore, b(ing furmounted, the retition of right paffed the commons, and was fent to tke upper houfe *. The peers, who were pro

bably 
. • This petition is of fi great importa11c, that ru.•e }hall here gi·ve it at lenz.th. Humbly ihew unto our Sovereign Lord the King, the lords piritual and temporal, and commons in patliament <liTembled, That, whereas it is declared and e1acted, by a fiatute made in the time of t:1c rcigD of Ying Edward I. commonly called Statutum de ttl!agio 11on concedendo, that no tallage or aid fl1all be laid or levied by the King or his heirs in this rcaln, without the good-will and affent of the archbifhops, biihops, earls, barons, knights, burgeffes, a1d other the freemen of the commonalty of this rea1m ; And, by authority of parliament holden in ~he five and twenti~th year of the reign of King Ed,v:1rd llF. it is declared and enacted, That, from t'tenceforth, no perion fhould be compelled to make any loans to the king againft his will, becaufefuch loans were againft reafon, and the franchife of the land : And, by other laws of this realm, it is provided, that none fhould be charged by any charge or impofition called a benevolence, or by f1ch like charge: By which the ftatutes before ment:oned, and other the good laws and ftatutes of ttis realm, your fubjctts have inhcritt d this freeJom, that they fhould not be compelled to contributt to any tax, tallage, aid, or other like clurgc not fet by common confent in parliament. 

IT. Yet neverthelefs, of late divers comnifiions direa.~d to fundry commiffioners in fevtral counti"s, with infiruB:ions, have iffued ; by means \~hereof your people have been in divers places affemb!e.:!, and required to lend certain fums of money unto your Majefty, and many of them, upon their re· fufal fo to do, have had an oath adminiH(fed unto them not warrantable by the Jaws er ilatutes of thi3 realm, and have been conflrained to be:ome bound to make appearance and give attcn:ance b:fore your privy council, and, in other pla:es, and others of them, have been thcre'"ore imprifone3, ,;onfined, and fundry other ways molefted md difquieted : And divers other charges ha\'c been laid 
and 
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bably well pleafed in fccret, that all their follicitations had been eluded by the 
commons, quickly paffed the petition without any material alteration ; and nothing 
but the royal affent was wanting to give it the force of a law. The King accord
ingly came to the houfe of peers ; fent for the commons ; and, being feated in his 

chair 

and levied upon your people, in fcveral counties, by lord-lieutenants, deputy-lieutenants, commiffion· 
crs for mufters, juHices of peace, and others, by command or dir~Etion from your majeH:y, or your 
privy council, againft the laws and free cuftoms of this realm. 

III. And whereas alfo, by the fiatute called 1 he f,1?at charter if the libcrt:'es cf En:;lm.d, it is de~ 
dared r.nd enaCted, That no freeman may be taken or imprifone i, or be di1Teized of i is freehold or 
liberties, or his free cuftoms, or be outlawed or exiled, or in manner deftroyed, but by the lawful 
juagment of his peers, or by the law of the land. 

IV. And, in the eight and twentieth year of the reion of King Ed\vard III. it was dcc a ·e, and en
a ~ed, by authority of parliament, That no man, of what eftate or condition that he be, fl10uld be 
put out of his land or tenements, nor taken, nor imprifoned, nor difherited, nor put to death, w thout 
being brought to anfwer by due procef., of law: 

V. Ncverthelefs, again11 the tenor of the Lid fbtntcs, and other the good laws and ilatutes of 
yo• r realm to that end provided, divers of your fubjec.'ts have of late been imprifoncd without any 
cau:c fhewcd : And whcri, for their deliverance, they were brought before juftice, Ly yo:..;r Ma
jefty's writs of Habeas c~rpus, there to undergo and r~c ive as the court fl10uld order, and the!r keep
ers commanded to certify the caufes of their detainer, no caufe was certified, but that they were de
tained by your Majefl:y's fpccial command, fignificd. by the lords of your privy council, and yet were 
returned back to feveral prifons, without being charged with any thing to \Vhich they might make an
fwer according to the law: 

VI. And whereas of late great companies of foldiers and mariners hare been difperfed into divers 
counties of the realm, and the inhabitant:;, againft their wills, have been compelled to receive them into 
their houfl.!s, and there to fuffer them to fojourn, ag~infi tl:e laws and cufioms of this realm, and to 
the ereat grievance and VCX<'.tion of the peo J ; 

VII. An~ ~·hcreas alfo, by authority of pa.li<:.mcnt, in the five and t\VCnticth year of the reign of 
King Edward JII. it is dccbred and enac.'tcd, That no man fhould be fore~ 1dged of life or limb 
againft the form of the Great cl•arter and law of the hnd : And, by the fai l Great cJ.•arter, and other 
the law~ and fiatntc of this your realm, no man ought to be judged to death but by the laws eil:n.
l>lifucd in this your realm, either by the cufcom::; of the fame r a m, or by a._ s of par!iament: And 
wl crcas no oft{nder, of what kind foever, is exempted fron t e proceeding~ to be uicd, and puni!h
ments to be infiiB.e 1 by the laws and fiatut:!S of this yom r~alm: Never·'1elcfs, of late divers com
miilions, under your ~v1ajefty's great feal, have ifiucd f01 th, by \\ hich certain perlons ha\·c been af: 
fi~ncd an 1 appointed commiilioners, \Vith power and authOJity to proceed v1ithin th, land, a-:cord-i g 
to the juftice of martial law, againft fuch foldicrs and mariners~ or other di.lfolute perfor.s joining with 
them, as fl1o:1ld commit any murther, robbery, felor y, mutiny, or other outrage or mifdemeanor 
\\ hatf<>evcr, and by fuch fummary courfe and order as is agreeable to martial hw, .and as is ufeJ in :u
mie. in time of wa ·, to proceed to the t1 ial and condcmne~.tion of fuch offenders, ~.n: them to caufe 
to be cxecutcJ 'lnd put to death according to the iaw m .. rtial. 

!IlJ. By pretext \\ 1ereof fome of yow t :1.jefiy 's fubj<:ds ha\'c been, b:: iome of the f.1i·l r-ommif
ii ners, pu~ to death, when and where, if, \' th..: laws and ihtute of the land, thev had d"fln•ed 
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Chap. II. chair of ftate, the petition was read to him. Great was now the aftonithment of 
1628

· all men, when, inftead of the ufual concife, and clear form, by which a bill is 
either confirmed or rejeCted, Charles faid, in anfwer to the petition, " The King 
" willeth, that right be done according to the laws and cufroms of the realm, and 
" that the ftatutes be put in due execution ; that his fubjetts may have no caufe 
" to complain of any wrong or oppreffion, contrary to their j,uft rights and li
" berties, to the prefervation whereof he holds himfelf in confcience as much 
" obliged as of his own prerogative.'' 

IT is furprizing, that Charles, who had feen fo many inftances of the jealoufy 
of the commons, who had himfelf fo much rouzed that jealoufy by his frequent 
evafive meffages during this feffion, could imagine, that they would remain fatisfied 
with an anfwer fo vague and undetermined. It was evident, that the unufuai 
form alone of the anfwer muft excite their attention; that the difappointment mufc 

· inflame 

death, by the fame laws and ftatutes alfo they might, and by no other ought, to have been judged 
and executed: 

IX. And alfo fundry grievous offenders, by colour thereof claiming an exemption, have efcaped 
the puni!hments due to them by the laws and ftatutes of this your realm, by reafon that divers 
of your officers and minifrers of jufrice have unjuftly refufed or forborn to proceed againfr fuch of
fenders, according to the fame laws and ftatutes, upon pretence that the faid offenders were puniibable 
only by martial law, and by authority of fuch commHlions as aforefaid: Which commiffions, and 
all other of like nature, are wholly and direetly contrary to the faid laws and ftatutes of this your 
realm: 

X. They do therefore numbly pray your moll: e)4Cellent Majefiy, TI1at no man hereafter be com
pelled to make or yield any gift, loan, benevolence, tax, or fuch like charge, without common 
confent, by aB: of arliament:. And that none be called to make anfiver, or take fuch oath, or to 
give attendance, or be confined, or otherways molefted or difquieted concerning the fame, or for re
fufal thereof: And that no freeman, in any fuch manner as is before-mentioned, be imprifoned or 
detained : And that your Majefiy would be pleafed to remove the faid foldiers and mariners, and 
that your people may not be fo burthened in time to come : And that the aforefaid commiffions, 
for proceeding by martial law, may be revoked and annulled : And that hereafter no commiffions 
of like nature may iifue forth, to any perfon or perfons whatfoever, to be executed as aforefaid, 
left, by colour of them, any of your Majefty's fubjeas be deltroyed,. or put to death, contrary to the 
laws and franchife of the land. 

XI. All which they mofl: humbly pray of your moft excellent Majefty, as their rights and liberties, 
according to the laws and ftatutes of this realm : And that your Majefty would alfo vouchfafe to de
cla~ That the awards, doings and proceedings to the prejudice of your people, in any of the pre
miffes, fhall not be drawn hereafter into confequence or example: And that your Majefiy would be\ 
alfo gracioufly pleafed, for the further comfort and fafety of your people, to declare your royal will 
and pleafure, That, in the things aforefaid, all your officers and minifters fhall ferve you according 
to the laws and ftatutes of this realm, 'as they tender the honour of your Majefty, and the proiperity 
of this kingdom. Stat. 17 Car. cap. I 4· 
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· inflame their anger; and that therefore it was necelThry, as the petition feemed to 
bear hard on royal prerogative, to come early to fome fixed refolution, either 
gra<:efully to comply with it, or courageoufly to reject it. 

IT happened, as might have been forefeen. The commons returned in very 
ill-humour. Ufually, when in that difpofition, their zeal and jealoufy for religion, 
and their enmity againft the unfortunate catholics, ran extre nely high. But they 
had already, in the beginning of the feffion, prefented to the King their petition 
of religion, and had received a fatisfactory anfwer ; tho they expected, that the 
execution of the laws againft papifts would, for the future, be no more exact and 
rigid, than they had hitherto found it. To give vent to their .prefent indignation, 
they fell, with their utmoft force, on Dr. Manwaring. 

THERE is nothing, which tends 1nore to excufe, if not to juftify, the ex
treme rigour of the commons towards Charles, than his open encouragement and 
avowal of fuch general principles, as were altogether incompatible with a limited 
government. Manwaring had preached a fermon, which the commons found, 
upon inquiry, to be printed by fpecial command from the King ; and, when this 
fer m on was looked into, it contained doctrines fubverfive of all civil liberty. It 
taught, That, tho' property was commonly lodged in the fubjetl, ye~, whenever 
any exigency required fupply, all property was transferred to the king -; that 
the confent of parliament was not requifite for the impofition of taxes ; and that 
the divine laws required compliance with every demand, however irregular, which 
the prince fhould make upon his fubjeCts. For thefe doCtrines, the commons im
peached Manwaring before the peers. The fentence, pronounced upon him, 
was, That he fhould be imprifoned during the pleafure of the houfe, be fined a thou
fand pounds to the King, make fubmiffion and acknowlegement for his offence, be 
fufpended during three years, be incapable of holding any ecclefiafl:ical dignity or 
fecular office, and that his book be called in and burnt. 

IT may be worth notice, that, no fooner was the feflion ended, than this man, 
fo juftly difagreeable to both houfes, received a pardon, and was promoted to a 
living of confiderable value. Some years after, he was raifed to the fee of 
St. Afaph. If the republican fpirit of the commons increafed, beyond aH reafon
able bounds, the monarchical fpirit of the court; this latter, carried to fo high a 
pitch, tended ftill farther to augment the former. And thus extremes \VCre every 
where affected, and the juft medium was gradually deferted by all men. 

FRoM Manwaring, t~e houfe of commons proceeded to cenfure the conduct 
'Of Buckingham, whofe name, hitherto, they had cautioufly forborne to mention. 
[n vain, did the King fend them a meffi1ge, in which he told them., that the fr~f
fion was drawing near a conclufion ; and deGred, that they \Vould not enter L1p-
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on new bufinefs, nor caft any afperfions on his government and minih-ry. :fho' 
the court endeavoured to explain and foften the meifage by a fubftquent nwf
fage ; as Charles was apt hafrily to correct any h::tfty ftep, which he had ta(zen ; 
it ferved rather to inflame than appeafe the commons : As if the method of 
their proceeding had here been prefcribed to them. It was forefeen, that a great 
tempeft was ready to burft on the Duke; and in order to d1vert it, the King 
thought proper, upon a joint application of the lords and commons, to endea
vour the giving them fatisfaction, with regard to the petition of right. He came, 
therefore, to the houfe of peers, and pronouncing the ufual form of words, Le~ 
it be law as is de}ired, gave full fanction and authority to the petition. The ac
clamations, with which the houfe refounded, and the univerf:al joy diffufed over , 
the nation, .11vn\~ed how much this petition had been the object of all men's vows 
and expectation_s. 

IT may be affirmed, without any· exaggeration, that the King's alfent to th~· 
petition of right produced fuch a change in the government, as was almoft equi
valent to a revolution; and by circumfcribing, in fo many articles, the royal 
prerogative, gave additional fecurity to the liberties of the fubject. Yet were 
the commons far from being fatisfied with this important concefilon. Their ill 
humour had been fo much irritated by the King's frequent evafions and delays,. 
that it could not be prefently appeafed by an aifent, which he allowed to be fo 
ungracefully extorted from him. Perhaps too, the popular leaders, implacable 
and artful, faw the opportunity favourable; and turning againft the King thofe 
very weapons, with which he had furnilhed then1, refolved to purfue the victory. 
The bill, however,, for five fubfidies, which had been formerly voted, immedi~ 
ately paifed the houfe; becaufe the granting that fupply was, in a manner, ta
cite1y contracted for, upon the royal aifent to the petition ; and had faith been here 
violated, no farther confidence could have fubfifted between King and parliament. 
Having made this conceffion, the commons continued to carry their fcrutiny in
to every part of government. In fome particulars, their induftry was laudable ; 
in fame, it was liable to cenfure. 

A little after writs were iifued for fummoning this parliament, a commiilion. 
had been granted to Sir Thomas Coventry, Lord keeper, the Earl of Marlbo-. 
rough, high treafurer, the Earl of Manchefter, Lord prefident of the council, 
the Earl of Worcefter, privy feal, the Duke of Buckingham, high admiral, and 
all the confiderable officers of the crown, in the whole thirty three. By this 
commiffion, which, from the number of perfons named in it, could be nq fecret, 
the commiilioners were empowered to meet, and to concert among themfelves the 
methods of levying money by impofitions, or otherwife; Where form and cir-

tu11Yfanc~, 
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oumftance, as expreffed in the commiffion, mu.ft be difpenfed with, rather than the Chap. r-. 
fubjfance be lojl er hazarded. In other words, this was a fcheme for fin ing ex-
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pedients, which mighc raife the prerogative to the greateft height, and render 
parliaments intirely ufelefs. The commons applied for cancelling the comL 1if-
fion ; and were, no doubt, defirous, that all the world ihould conclude the Y inb's 
principles to be extremely arbitrary, and fhould obferve what little regard he 
was difpofed to pay to the liberties and privileges of his people. 

A commi!lion had Jikewife been granted, <ne. fome money remitted, in or
der to raiie a thoufand German horfe, ano tranfport them into England. 1~hefe 
were fuppofc<. to be levied, in ordLr to fuppon the projected impofitions or ex
cifes ; tho' the number feems very infufficient for fuch a purpofe. The houfe 
took notice of this deflgn in very fevere terms : And no meafure, furely) could 
be projecred more generally odious to the whole nation. It muft, however, be 
confeffed, that the King was fo far right, that he had, now at laft, fallen on the 
only effectual method of fupporting his prerogative. But at the fame time~ he 
fhould have been fenfible, that, till provided of a fufficient military force, all hi~ 
attempts, in oppofition to the riling fpirit of the nation, mufr, in the end, prove 
intirely fruitlefs; and that the higher he fcrewed up the fprings of government, 
while he had fo little real power to retain them in that forced fituation, with 
more fatal violence mufl: they fly out, when any accident occurred to refl:orc 
them to their natural action. 

THE commons next refumed their cenfure of Buckingham's conduCt: and 
behaviour, againft whom they were im lacable. They agreed to prefent a re
monfl:rance to the King, in which they recapitulated all national grievances and 
misfortunes, and omitted no circumfrance, which could render the whole admi
niftration delpicable and odious. The compoGtions with cathollcs, they faid, 
a 11otmted to no lefs than a toleration, hateful to 'God, full of dilhonour and 
difprofit to his Majefl:y, and of extreme fcandal and grief to his good peo
ple: They took notice of the violations of li erty above-mentioned, againft \i hich 
the petition of right feems to have provid--d a fuffident remedy: They men
tioned the decay of trade, the unfuccefsful expeditions to Cadiz and the ifle of 
Rhe, the encouragement given to Arminians, the comminion for tranfporting 
German horfe, that for levying new impofitions; and all thefe grievanc"'s they 
afcribed folely to the ill conduct of the Duke of Buckingham. This remon
ftrance was, perhaps, not the lefs provoking to Charles, that, joined to the ex
treme acrimony of the fubjeB:; there were preferved in it, as in moft of the pro
teftations and remonfl:rances of that age, an affected civility and fubmiffion in 
the language. 
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Chap. TT. IT was not without good grounds, that the commons was fo fierce and affum-PJ·oro~~~i~·n . ing. Tho' they had already granted the King the fupply of five fubfidies, they ftill retained a pledge in their hands, which, they thought, enfured them fuccefs . in all their applications. Tonnage and poundage had not yet been granted by parliament; and the commons had artfully, this feffion, concealed their intention of invading that branch of revenue, till the royal affent had been obtained to the petition of right, which they jufl:ly efteemed of fuch importance. They then openly a.fferted, that the levying tonnage and poundage without confent of parliament, was a palpable violation of all the antient liberties of the people, and an open infringment of the petition of right, fo lately granted. The King~ in order to prevent the finifhing and prelenting this remonftrance, came fuddenly to the 

z6th of June parliament, and ended this feffion by a prorogation. 
BEING freed, for fome time, from the embarraffment of this affembly, Charles began to look towards foreign wars, where all his efforts were equa1ly unfuccefsful, as in his domeftic government. 1'he Earl of Denbigh, brother-in-law to Buckingham, was difpatched to the relief of Rochelle, now clofely befieged by ,. land, and threatened with a blockade by fea : But he returned without effeCl:ing any thing; and having declined to attack the enemy's fleet, .he brought on the Englifh arms the imputation, either of cowardice or ill conduct. In order to repair this diilionour, the Duke Wf'nt to Portfmouth, where he had prepared a confiderable fleet and army, on which all the fubfidies, given by parliament, had been expended. This fupply had very much difappointed the King's expectations. The fame mutinous fpirit, which prevailed in the houfe of commons, had diffufed itfelf over the nation ; and the commiffioners, appointed for making the affeffments, had connived at all frauds, which might diminifh the fupply, and reduce the crown to ftill greater neceffities. This national difcontent, communi

c~ted to a defperate enthufiafl:, foon broke out in an event, which may be confidered as very remarkable. 
THERE was one Felton, of a good family, but of an ardent, melancholic temper, "vho had ferved under the Duke, in the ftation of lieutenant. His captain being killed in the retreat at the ifle of Rhe, Felton had follidted for the company ; and vvherf difappointed, he threw up his comm!ffion, and retired in difcon· tent fron1 the army. While private refentment was boiling in his full en, unfociable mind, he heard the nation refound with complaints ag::tinfl: the Duke; and he n1ct w'th the r monil:rance of the commons, in which his enemy was reprefentcd as the caufe of every national grievance, and as the great enemy of the public. Rtligipus fa, aticifm farther inflamed thefe vindiCtive reflections ; and he fancie<f, that he would do heaven acceptable fervice, if, at one blow, he di(patched 

this 
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this dangerous foe to religion and to his cou)ltry. Full of tLefe dark views, he Chap. TT. 
x6zS. fecretly arrived at Portfmouth, at the fame time with the Duke, and watched for 

an opportunity of effecting his bloody purpofe. -
BucKINGHAM had been engaged in converfation with Soubize and other French z3dofAuguft. 

gentlemen; and a difference of fentiments having arifen, the difpute, tho' con-
ducted with temper and decency, had produced fome of thofe vehement gefti-
culations and lively exertions of voice, in which that nation, more than the 
Englifh, are apt to indulge themfelves. The converfation being finifhed, the 
Duke drew towards the door ; and in that paliage, turning himfelf to fpeJk to 
Sir Thomas Fryar, a colonel in the army, he was, on the fudden, over Sir Tho-
n1as's fhoulder, firuck upon the breafl: with a knife. \Vithout utterir g other Death of 

words than 'I'he rvillain has killed me; in the fame moment, pulling out the knife, Bucbngham. 

he breathed his laft. 

No man had feen the blow, nor the perfon, who gave it; but in the confufion, 
every one made his own conjefture; and all agreed, that the murder had been 
committed by the French gentlemen,. whofe angry tone of voice had been heard, 
while their words had not been underftood, by the byeflanders. In the hurry of 
revenge, they had inflantly been put to death, had they not been faved by fome 
cf more temper and judgment, who, tho' they had the fame opinion of their 
guilt, thought proper to referve them for a judicial trial and examination. 

NEAR the door, there was found a hat, in the infide of which was fowed a 
paper, containing four or five lines of that retnonftrance of the commons, which 
declared Buckingham an enemy to the kingdom ; and under thefe lines was a 
ihort ejaculation or attempt towards a prayer. It was eafily concluded, that 
this hat belonged to the affaffin: But the difficulty frill remained ; lFho that 
perjo11 jhould be ? For the writing difcovcred not the name; and whoever he was, 
it was natural to believe, t 1at he had already fled far. enough, not to be found 
¥ithout a hat. 

IN this hurry, a man without a hat was feen \Valking very compofedJy before 
the door. One crying out, Here is the fellow, who killed t.be Duke; every body 
ran to afk, Which is he? The man very fedately anfwercd, ,I am he. The more 
furious immediately rufhed upon him with drawn fwords: Others, more delibe- · 
rate, defended and protected him: He himfelf, with open arms, very calmly and 
chearfully expofed his breaft to the fwords of the moft enraged; being willing to 
fall a fudden facrifice to their anger, rather than b~ referved for- that public juf
tice, which he knew muft be executed upon him. 

HE was now known to be that Felton, who had ferved in the army. Being 
carried into a private room, it was thought proper fo far to diffemble as to tell 

him, 
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him, that ·Bucl·ingham was only grievoufiy wounded, but not without hopes of 
recovery. Felton fmiled, and told them, that the Duke, he knew full well, had 
received a blow, which had terminated all ~heir hopes. When afked, at whofe 
·inftigHion he had performed that horrid deed? He anfwered, that they needed 
110t to trouble themfelves in that inquiry; that no man living had credit enough 
with him to have difpofed him to fuch an aCtion ; that he had not even entrurt-

.ed his purpofc to any one ; that the refolution proceeded only from himfelf and 
the impulfe of his own confcience; and that his motives would appear, if his hat 
was found : For that, believing he would periih in tl1e attempt, he had there taken 
care to explain them. 

\V HEN the King was informed of this affidlination, he received the news in 
public -vvith an unn1oved and undifturbed countenJnce; and the courtiers, who 
fiuditd his look~, concluded, th~t fecret!y he was not difpieafed to be rid of a 
miniiler, fo generally odious to the nation. But Charles's command of himftlf 
proceeded intircly from the gravity and compofure of his temper. He was frill, 
as much a ever, ~ttached to his favourite; and, during his whole life, he re
tained an afrect:ion for Buckingham's friends, and a prejudice againil: his enemies. 
Efe ut gcd too, that Felton ihould be put to the queftion, in order to extort from 
him a di!Covery of his accomplices: But the judges declared, that, tho' that 
praCtice had been formerly very ufual, it was altogether illegal. So much more 
exJct reafoners, \Vith regard to law, had they become, from the jealous fcruples 
of the houfe of commons. 

r 1EAN v;] jJe the difi:refs of Rochelle had rifen to the utmoil: extremity. 
T'hat vafl genius of I' ichelieu, which made him form the greatcft enterprizes, 
hd him to ~lttcmpt their execution, by mca11s equally great and extraordinary. 
In order to dep1ive Rochelle of all fuccour, he had dared to projeCt the throwing 
crofs the harbour a mole of a mile's extent in that boifle;ous ocean ; and having 
excc 1ted his projlcr, he row held the town clo!ely blockaded on all fides. The 
inhabitants, tho' preffi·d with the greatefl rigou:·s ot famine~ flill refufe i to nau
n1 it ; being L. pporttcl, partly by the lectures of their zea lo:.1s pr,_acl;ers, partly by 
t:.e d.1ily ho-c~ of ::!fnf1:ance fi'om England. After uckingham's death, the eo n
n~and of t!.e Ct:et and army was confe;-red on the E~rl of Lindcfey; who, arri
ving Lefore Pochcllt, matie fome attempts to break thro' the mole, and fore' his 
\LIY it1t) d1e tovrn : But by the delays of the Eng iili, that work was now fully 
fi:1r.1H:d and forti fled.; and the P ochellers, finding their ]aft hop~s to fail them, 
\v"crc redurc i to lLJl :-cncer at t~iic:retio·1, even in fight of tht Eng!ifh admiral. 
C f 1 ., ooo }.erfon'l, who had been fhut up in the to·vl , +OOO aloce furvi n'd th4 
f~tigp sand !'a1;~inc, \i hicb they haJ Lll1dergone. 

T'n1s 
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THts was the firfl: neceffary ftep towards the profperity of France. Foreign 
nemies, as well as domeftic factions, being deprived of this refource, that king

dom began now to fhine forth in its full fplendor . By a fteddy profecution of 
wife plans, both of war and poLcy, it gradually gained an afcendaut over the ri
val power of Spain ; and every 01 der of the ftate, and every fecr, were reduced 
to pay fubmiffion to the lawful authority of the fovereign. The victory, how 
ever, over the hugonots was, at firft, puilied by the French King with great mode
ration. A toleration was ftill continued to them; the only avowed and open to
leration, which, at that time, was granted in any European kingdom. 

Cliap. T 
t6z8. 

THE failure of an enterprize, in which the Engli!h nation, from religious fyn1- 16~ • 
pathy, fo much interefted themfelves, could not but din inifh the King's authority 
in the parliament during the approaching feffion: But the commons, when af ... zo January: 

fembled, found many other caufes of complaint. Buckingham's conduct: and cha- New fcffion of 
raCl:er, with fome had afforded a reafon, with others a pretence, for difcontent againft parliament. 

public meafures : But after his aeath, there wanted not new reafons and new pre-
tences for general difiatisfaction. Manwaring's pardon and promotion were 
taken notice of: Sibthorpe and Cofins, two clergymen, who, for like reafons, 
were equally difagreeable to the commons, had met with equal favour from the 
King: Montague, who had been cenfured for moderation to the catholics, the 
greateft of crimes, had been created bifhop of Chichefter. They found, likewife, 
upon inquiry, that all the copies of the petition of right, which were difperfed, 
had, by the King's orders, annexed to them the firft anfwer, which had given fo 
little fatisfaetion to the commons: An expedient of Charles, by which he endea-
voured to perfuade the people, that he had nowife receded from his former 
claims and pretenfions, and that his prerogative was yet entire. Selden alfo com-
plained in the houfe, that one Savage, contrary to the petition of right, had been 
punifhed with the lofs of his ears, by a difcretionary or arbitrary fentence of the 
ftar-chamber. So apt were they, on their part, to ftretch the petition into fuch 
confequences as might d prive the crown of powers, which, from immemorial 
cuftom, were fuppofed inherent in it. 

BuT the great article, on which the houfe of commons broke with the King, Tonnage and 
and which finally creatr-d in Charles a difguft to all parliaments, was their claim poundage. 

with regard to tonnage and poundJge. On this occafion, therefore, it is necef-
fary to give an account of the controverfy. 

THE duty of tonnage and poundage, in more antient times, had been <;Onl

monly a temporary grant of the parliament; but it had been conferred on 
}-Ienry VL and all the fucceeding princes, during life, in order to enable them 
, VoL. I. A a to 
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to maintain a naval force for the proteEtion of the kingdom. The neceffity of levying this duty had been fo apparent, that each king had ever claimed it from 
the n1oment of his acceffion ; and the {irft parliament of each reign had ever by 
vote, conferred on the prince what they found him already in poffeffion of. Agree
able to the inaccurate genius of the old conftitution, this abufe, however con
fiderable, had prver been perceived nor remedied ; tho' nothing could have been 
eafier than for the parliament to have prevented it. By granting this duty to 
each prince, during his own life, and, for a year after his deceafe, to the fuc
ceffor, all inconveniences had been obviated; and yet the duty had never, for a 
1noment, been levied without proper authority. But contrivances of that nature 
¥ere not thought of during thofe rude ages: And as fo complicated and jealous 

a government as the Englilh cannot fubfi£1: without many fuch refinements ; it is 
eafy to fee, how favourable every inaccuracy n1uft formerly have proved to royal 
authority, which, on all emergencies, was obliged to fupply, by difcretionary 
power, the great defidency of the Jaws. 

DuRING that fhort interval, which elapfed, between Charles's acceffion and 
his firft parliament, he had followed the example of his predeceifors ; and no fault was found with his conduct in this particular. But what was moft remarkable 
·n the proceedings of that houfe of commons, and what proved beyond contro· 
verfy, that they had feriouOy formed a plan for reducing their prince to depen
dance, was, that, inftead of granting this fupply during the King's life, as it had 
been enjoyed by all his immediate predeceffors, they voted it only for a year; 
and, after that fhould be elapfed, referved to themfelves the power of renewing or 
refufing the fame conceffion. But the houfe of peers, who faw that this duty 
was now become more neceflary than ever to fupply the growing neceffities of the 
crown, and who did not approve of this encroaching fpirit of the commons, rejected 
the bill; and the diffolution of that parliament followed fo foon after, that no at
tempt feems to have been made for the obtaining tonnage and poundage in any. 
other form *. 

CHARLES, mean while, continued frill to levy thefe duties by his own autho
rity; and the nation was fo accuftomed to this exertion of royal power~· that no 

fcruple· 

:l(o The reafon, affigned by Sir Philip Warwick, for this unufual' rneafure of the commons, is, that they mtended to deprive the crown of the prerogative, which it had airumed, of laying on impofitions, and, at the fame time, were refolved to cut off the new impofitions laid on by J ames. Thefe were confiderable diminutions both of revenue and prerogative; and whether they would have there ftopt, confi.dering their prefent difpofition, may appear fomewhat uncertain. The King, it feem , and the lords were refolved not to trufr them; nor to render a revenue once precarious, which perhaps they 1ight nev.er afterwards be able to get r.e-efiabliihed on the old footing. 
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cruple was, at firft, entertained of fubmitting to it. But 'the fucceeding pa li - Ch:tp. II. 
16:z9. n1ent excited doubts in every one. The commons made there fo,ne fteps towards 

declaring it illegal to levy tonnage and poundage without confent of parliament, 
and they openly !bowed their intention of employing this engine, in order to 
extort from the cro\vn concellions of the moft important nature. But C..ha lcs 
;vas not yet fufficiently tamed to compliance; and the abrupt diffolution of 
that parliament, as above related, put an end, for the time, to their farthe 
preten!ions. 

THE following inten·al, between the fecond and third parliament, was dif
tinguifhed by fo many extraordinary exertions of prerogative, that men had lit
tle leizure to attend to this affair of tonnage and poundage, where the abufe of 
power in the crown might feem to be of a more difputable nature. But after 
the commons, during the precedent feffion, had remedied all thefe grievances by 
n1eans of their petition of right, which was become fo neceffary ; they afterwards 
proceeded to take this matttr into confideration, and they fhowed the fame in· 
t:ention, as formerly, of exaCl:ing, in return for the grant of this revenue, very large 
compliances on the part of the crown. 1'heir fudden prorogation prevented then1 
from bringing their pretenfions to a full conclufion. 

WHEN Charles opened this feffion,, he had forefeen, that the fame controverfy 
would arife; and he therefore to.Jk care, very early, among many mild and re
conciling expreffions, to inform the commons, '' That he had not taken thefe 
" duties as appertaining to his hereditary prerogative; but that it ever was, and 
'' fiill is, his meaning to enjoy them as a gift of his people : And that, if he 
'' had hitherto levied tonnage and poundage, he pretended to juftify himfelf only 
" by the neceffity of fo doing, not by any right, which he affumed." This 
conceffion, which probably proceeded from the King's moderate temper, now 
freed from the impulfe of Buckingham's violent councils, might have fatisfied 
the commons, had they entertained no other view, than that of afcertaining their 
own rights and privileges. But they carried their pretenfions much higher. They 
infifted, as a rieceffary preliminary, that the King fhould once entirely defift from 
levying thefe duties ; after which they were to take into confideration, how far 
they would reftore him to the poffeffion of a revenue, of which he had clearly di .. 
ve~ed himfelf. But befides that this extreme rigour had never been exercifed to
wards any of his predeceffors, and many obvious prejudices muft follow the inter
million of the cuftoms ; there were other reafons, which deterred ~harles from 
complying with fo hard a condition. It was probable, that the commons might 
renew their former project of making this revenue only temporary, and thereby 
reducing their prince to perpetual fervitude ; they certainly would cut off all the 
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new impo~1t1vns, which Mary and Elizabeth, but efpecially James, had levied, 
and which Iormed no defpicable part of the public revenue ; and they openly 
declared, that they had, at prefent, many im1- ort<4nt pretenfions, chiefly with re
gard to religion; and if compliance was refufed, no fupply muft be expected 
from the commons. 

IT is eafy to fee in what an inextricable labyrinth rharles was now involved'. 
By his own conceffions, by the principles of the Englifl government, and by the 
form of every bill, which h1d granted this duty, tonnage and poundage was de
rived entirely from the ·free gift of the people; and, by confequence, might be 
withdrawn at their pleafure. If unrcafcd1able in their refufal, they ftill refufecl 
nothing but what was their own. If public neceffity required this fupply, it alfo 
required the King's compliance with thofe conditivns, which were the price of ac
quiring it. Tho' the motive of granting it had been the enabling the King to 
guard the feas ; it did not follow, that, becaufe he guarded the feas, he was there~ _ 
fore entitled to this revenue, without any farther formality; fince the people had 
frill referved to themfelves the right of judging how far that fervice mented fuca 
a fupply. But Charles, notwithftanding his public declaration, was far from 
affenting to this conclufion, in its full extent. The plain confequence, he faw, of 
all thefe rigours, and refinements, and inferences, was, that he, without any 
public neceffity, and without any default of his own, muft, of a fudden, even 
from his acceffion, become a magiftrate of a very different nature from any of 
his prtdeceffors, and n1uft fall into a total dependance on fubjeB:s,. over whom 
former kings, efpecially thofe immediately preceding, had exercifed an autho~ 
rity almoft unlimited. Entangled in a chain of confequences, which he could not 
eafily break, he was inclined to go higher, and rather deny the firft principle, 
than admit of conclufions, which to him appeared fo abfurd and unreafonable.. 
Agreeable to the ideas hitherto entertained both by natives and foreigners, the mo
narch he efteemed the effence and foul of the Engli!h government; and whatever 
other power pretended to annihilate or even abridge the royal authority, muft ne-

effarily, he thought, either in its nature or exercife, be deemed no better than 
an ufurpation. WiUing to preferve the antient harmony of the confi:itution, he 
had ever intended to comply, as far as he eajily could, with the antient forms of 
adminiftration : But when thefe forn1s appeared to him,. by the inveterate obfli
Dacy of the commons, to have no other tendency than to difturb that harmony, 
and to introduce a.new conftitution ; he concluded, that, in this violent fituation,_ 
what was fubordinate muft neceffarily yield to what was principal, and the pri
vileges of the people, for a time, give place to royal prerogative. From the 
rank of a· monarch to be degraded into a fiave of his infolent fubjetts, feemed, 

o£ 
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ot all indignities, the greateft ; and nothing, in his judgment, could exceed the Chap. II. 
16z9. 

humiliation attending fuch a ftate, but the meannefs of tamely fubmitting to 

it, ithour making fome efforts to preftrve the authority tranfmitted to him by 

his predeceffors. 
THo' thefe were his refleCtions and refolutions before the parliament alfem ... 

bled, he did not immediately break with them, upon their delay of voting hitn 

this fupply. He thought, that he could better jufi:ify any !l:rong meafure, 
which he might afterwards be obTig(~d to take, if he allowed them to carry, to 

the utmofl: extremity, their attacks upon his government and prerogative. He 
contented himfelt, for the prefent, with folliciting the houfe by meffages and 
fpeeches. But the commons, inftead of hearkening to his follicitatio ~ s, pro-

ceeded to carry their cenforial fcrutiny into his management of religion, w 1ich was 

the only grievance, to which they had not, as yet, by their petition of right, ap

plied a fufficient remedy. 

1 T was not poffible, that this century, fo fertile in religious fects and difputes, Arminianifm. 

could efcape the controverfy concerning fatalifm and free will, which, being 

deeply intermingled, both wirh philofophy and theology, had, in all ages, thrown 

every fchool and every church into fuch inextricable doubt and perplexity. The 

firft reformers in England, as in other European countries, had embraced the moft 

rigid tenets of predeftination and abfolute decrees, and had compofed, upon that 

fyfrem, all the articles of their religious creed. But thefe principles having met 

with oppofition from Arminius and his feCl:aries, the controverfy was foon brought 
into this itland, and began here to diffufe itfelf. ]"'be Arminians, finding rnore 

encouragement from the fuperfritious fpirit of the church than from the fanaticifrn 

of the puritans, gradually incorporated themfelves with the former; and fome of 
that feet, by the indulgence of James and Charles, had attained the higheft offi-
ces and preferments in the hierarchy. But their fuccefs with the public had not 

been altogether anfwerable to that which they met with in the church and the 
court. Throughout the nation, they frill lay under the reproach of innovation 
and herefy. The commons now levelled againft them their formidable cenfures, 
and made them the objeEts of daily inveCtive and declamation. Their protec-

tors were ftigmatized ; their tenets canvaffed; their views reprefented as danger-

ous and pernicious. To impartial fpectators furely, if any fuch had been, at that 

time, in England, it muft have given great entertainment, to fee a popular 
affembly, enflamed with faCtion and enthufiafm, pretend to handle quet1ions, for 

which the greatefi: philofophers, in the tranquillity of retreat, had never hitherto 

been able to find any fatisfaetory folution. 
.A MIDi'I' 
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AMIDST that complication of difputes, in which men were involved, we may obferve, that the appellation, puritan, flood for three parties, which, tho' commonly united together, were yet actuated by very different views and motives. There were the political puritans, who mai~tained the highel.l: principles of civil liberty ; the puritans in difcipline, who were averfe to the ceremonies and epifco-• pal government of the church ; and the doCtrinal puritans, who rigidly defended the fpeculative fyl.l:em of the firft reformers. In oppofition to all thefe, itood, the court-party, the hierarchy, and the arminians; only with this difr.intl:ion, that the latter feet, being introduced a few years before, did not, as yet, comprehend ~ll thofe who were favourable to the church and to monarchy. But as the contra· verlies, on every fubjeB:, grew daily warmer, men united themfelves more intin1ately with their friends, and feparated themfelves wider from their antagonifrs; a~d the diftinB:ion gradually became quite uniform and regular. 

rTHIS houfe of commons, which, like all the preceding ones, during the reigns of J ames and Charles, and even of Elizabeth, had been much governed by the puritanical party, thought, that they could not better ferve their caufe, than by ftigmatizing and puni01ing the arminian fecr, which, introducing an innovation in the church, were the leaft favoured and leaft powerful of all their antagonifts. From this meafure, it was eafily forefeen, that, befides gratifying the animofity of the dofrrinal puritans, both the puritans in difcipline and thofe in politics would reap conGderable advantages. Laud, Neile, Montague, and other bifhops, who were the chief fupporters of epifcopal government, and the moft zealous partiZ(\ns of the difcipline and ceremonies of the church, were all fuppofed to be tainted with arminianifm·. The fame men and their difciples were the ftrenuous preachers of paffive obedience and of entire fubmiffion to princes ; and if thefe could once be cenfured, and be expelled the church and court, it was concluded, that the ecclefiaftical hierarchy would receive a mortal blow~ the ceremonies be lefs rigidly infirled on, and the King, deprived of his moft faithful friends, be obliged to abate thofe high claims of prerogative, on which at prefent he infifted. 
BuT Charles, befides a view of the political confequences, which mull: refult fron1 a compliance with fuch preten!ions, was ftrongly determined, from principles <;>f piety and confcience, to oppofe them. Neither the diffipation incident to youth, nor the pleafures attending a high fortune, had been able to prevent this virtuous Prince from embracing the n1oft fincere fentiments of religion; and that character, which, in that religiou!i age, ought to have been of infinite ad vantage to him, proved, in the end, the chief caufe of his ruin: Merely, becaufe the religion, adopted by him, was not of that precife mode and feet:, which began to prevail among his fubjetts. His piety, tho' remote fro1n popery, had a tintl:ure of fu-

perftition 
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perftition in it ; and, being averfe to the gloomy fpirit of the puritans, was repre
fentcd by them as tending towards the abominations of antichrifr. Laud alfo had 
unfo t m~te ly acq 1ired a great afcendant over him: And as all thofe prelates, 
ft ' Ick at by the con1 mons, were regarded as his chief friends and mofl: favoured 
courti rs ; he " .L refolved not to difarm and difhonour himfelf, by abandoning 
them to the refentment of his enemies. Being totally unprovided of military 
fo e, and findin 0 a refractory, independant fpirit to prevail among the people; 
he oft folid bafis of his authority, he thought, conilfted in the fupport, which 

he ·eceived from the hierarchy. 

I~ the debates of the commons, which are tranfmitted to us, 'tis eafy to dif
cern fo early fome fparks of that enthufiaftic fire, which afterwards fet the whole 
nation in combuftion. One Roufe made ufe of an illufion, which, tho' very fa
miliar, feems to have been borrowed from the writings of Lord Bacon. " If a 
" man meet a dog alone," faid he, " the dog is fearful, tho' never fo fierce by 
" nature : But, if the dog have his mafter with him, he will fet upon that man, 
" from whom he fled before. This fhows, that lower natures, being backed by 
" higher, encreafe in courage and ftrength; and certainly m 1n, being backed 
'' with omnipotcncy, is a kind of omnipotent creature. All things are P.Offib1e to 
" him that believes; and where all things are pofiible, there is a kind of omni
" potency. vVherefore, let it be the unanimous confent and refolution of us all 
,, to make a vow and covenant from henceforth to hold fafr our God and our 
'' religion ; and then Ihall we henceforth expeCt ·with certainty happinefs in this
" world .'' 

0LIVER CROMWEL, at that time, a young man, of no account in the nation, 
is mentioned in thefe debates, as complaining of one, who, 1 e was told, preached 
flat popery. "Tis amufing to obferve the firft words of this fanatical hypocrite 
correfpond fo exactly to his characrer. · 

Ta E enquiries and debates concerning tonnage and poundage went hand in 
hand with thefe theological or metaphyfical controverfies. 'I he officers of the 
cuftomhoufe were fummoned before the commons to give an account by what 
authority they had fcized the goods of merchants, who paid not thefe duties : 
The barons of the exchequer were quefl:ioned concerning their decrees on that 
head : The fheriff of London was committed to the Tower for his acrivity in fup
porting the officers of the cufiom-hot fr : The goods of Rolle , a merchant, and 
member of de houfc, being feized for his reiufal to pay the duties, complaints 

ere made of this violence, as if it were a bre"ch of rivilege: Charles fu ported 
his officers in all thefe meafures; and tl.e quarrel grew every day higher between 

him 

Chap. II. 
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<Chap. II. him and the commons. Mention was made in the hou[e f impeaching Sir 162
9· Richard Wefton, Lord treaturer ; and the King began to entertain thoughts of 

fini!hing the tellion by a di.ffolution. 
SrR John Elliot framed a remonfl:rance againfr levying tonnage and poun

dage without content of parliament, and offered it to the c1erk to read. It was 
refuted. He read it himtelf. 1'he queftion being then called for, the tpeaker, 
Sir John Finch, faid, 'I' hat he had a command from the Ki11g to adjourn, a?td to put 
no que.ftion. Upon which he rofe and left the chair. The whole houfe was in an 
tlproar. The fpeaker was pu!hed back into the chair, and forcibly held in it by 
Hollis and Valentine, till a fhort remonftrance was framed, and was paffed by ac
dJmation rather than by vote. Papifts and arminians were there declared capital 
enemies to the commonwealth. Thofe, who levied tonnage and poundage, were 
branded with the fame epithet. And even the merchants, who !hou1d voluntarily 
pay thefe duties, were denominated betrayers of Englifh liberty, and public ene
mies. The doors being locked, the gentlenun ·ufher of the houfe of lords, who 
was fent by the King, could get no admittance, till this remonftrance was; finifl1ed. 
By the King's order, he took the mace from the tab'e, which ended their pro-

DilToluiion of ceedings. And a few days afterwards, the parliament was dilfolved. 
theparlia- d'~" f h . l h' h f I' . 1 ment. THE ucontents o t e nation ran extreme y 1g , on account o t 11s v10 ent 
March Io. rupture between the King and parliament. Thefe difcontents Charles inflamed by 

his afteB:ation of a feverity, which he had not power, nor, probably, inclination, 
to carry to extremity. Sir Miles Hobart, Sir Peter Heyman, Selden, Coriton, 
Long, Strode, were committed to prifon, on account of the laft tumult, which 
was called fedition. Vvith great difficulty, and after feve·ral delays, they were 
releafed; and the Jaw was generally fuppofed to be wrefteu, in order to prolong 
their imprifonmen t. Sir John Elliot, Hollis, and Valentine, were fummoned 
to their t1 ial in the king's bench, for fedit ious fpeeches and behaviour in parlia
n1ent; but refuung to anfwer before an inferior court for their conduct, as mem
bers of a fuperior, they were condemned to imprifonment during the King's 
pleafure, to find fureties for their good behaviour, and to be fineu, the two former 
a thoufand pounds a- piece, the latter five hundred. This fcntence, procured by 
the influence of the crown, ferved only to f11ow the King's d1fregard to the pri
vileges of pat liament, and to acquire an immenfe H:ock of popularity to the fuf4 

ferers, who had fo bravely, in oppofition to arbitrary power, defende..l the liber
ties of their native eo mtry. The commons of England, tho' an immente body, 
and poffeffed of the greateft part of the national property, were naturally fomewhat 
defenceltfs ; becaufe of their perfonal equ lity and their want of le~dcrs; But the 
King's feve.riry, if thefe illt gal profecutions deferve the name, here pointed out 

leaders 
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leaders to ·tLem, whofe refentment was en flamed, and whof~ courage wa no way Chap. n. 
• t 16zg. daunted, by the hardlhips which they had undergone m fo honourab1e a caufe. 

So n1uch did thefe prifoners glory in . their fufferings, that they would not 
condefcend even to prefent a petition to the King, expreffing their furrow fot· 
having offended him. 'I'hey unanimouily refufed to find fureties for their good 
behaviour; and difdained to accept of deliverance on fuch eafy terms. Nay, 
I-Iollis was fo indufhious to continue his meritorious difl:refs, that when one offered 
to . bail him, he would not yield to the rule of court, and be hi1nfelf bound 
-with his friend. Even Long, who had actually found fureties in the chief juflj .. 
ces chamber, declared in court, that his fureties !hould no longer continue. Yet 

_ becaufe Sir John Elliot happened to die, while in cuftody, a great clamour was 
raifcd againft the adminiftration ; and he was uni verfally regarded as a martyr t 
the liberties of England. 

C H A P. Ill. 

Peace with France.-Peace with Spain.-State of the court and mi
niflry.--Charaeler of the ~een.-Strafford.-Laud.-In-
710't'ations in the church.--Irregular levies of money.-Severities 
in the fiar-chamber and high commijjion.-Ship-money.-:(rial 
of Hambden. 

T HE R E now opens to us a new fcene. Charles, naturally difgufted with 16zg. 
parliaments, was refolved not to call any more, till he !hould fee greater 

indications of a compliant difpofition in the nation. Having loft his great favou-
rite, Buckingham, he became his own minifl:er; and never afterwards repofed 
in any one fuch unlimited confidence. As he chiefly follows his own genius and 
difpofition, his meafures are henceforth lefs ra£h and hafl:y; tho' the general te-
nor of his adminifl:ration frill wants fomewhat of being entirely legal, and more 
of being entirely prudent. 

\VE £hall endeavour to exhibit a juft idea of tHe events, which followed for 
fome years ; fo far as they regard foreign affairs, the ftate of the court, and the 
government of the nation. T.he incidents are neither numerous nor illuftrious; but 

VoL. I. B b th 
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Chap. III. the knowlege of them is neceifary for underftanding the fubfequent tranfaB:ions; 1629· which are fo memorable. 

Peace with 
France and 
Spain. 
April 14· 

CHARLEs, deftitute of all fupply, was obliged from neceffity to embrace a mea
f~rt, which ought to have been the refult of reafon and found policy: He made 
peace with the two crowns, againft whom he had hitherto waged a war, fo unne
cehary and fo inglorious. N otwithftanding the difrraCted and helplefs condition 
of England, no attempt was made, either by France or Spain, to invade their 
enemy; nor did they entertain any farther projetl: than to defend themfelves 
againft the feeble and ill concerted expeditions of that kingdom. Pleafed that 
the jealoufies and quarrels between King and parliament had difarmed fo formi
dable a power, they carefully avoided any enterprize, which might rouze ei
ther the terror or anger of the Englifh, and difpofe them to domeftic union and 
fubmiffion. The endeavours to regain the good will of the nation was carried 
fo far by the king of Spain, that he generoufly re1eafed and fent home all the 
Engli!h prifoners, taken in the expedition againft Cadiz. The example was 
imitated by France, after the retreat of the Engli!h from the iOe of Rhe. When 
princes were in fuch difpofitions, and had fo few pretenfions on each other, it 
could not be difficult to conclude a peace. The treaty was firft figned with 
France. The fituation of the King's affairs did not entitle him to demand any 
conditions for the hugonots, and they were abandoned to the will of their 

t63o. fovereign. Peace was afterwards concluded with Spain ; where no conditions 
November 5. were made in favour of the Palatine, except that Spain promifed in general to 

ufe her good offices for his reftoration. The influence of thefe two wars on do
meftic affairs, and on the difpofitions of King and people, was of the utmoft 
confequence: But no alteration was made by them on the foreign interefts of the 
kingdom. 

NoTHING more happy can be imagined th1n the fituation, in which England 
then ftood with regard to foreign affairs. Europe was divided between the rival 
families of Bourbon and Aufrri~, whofe oppofite interefts, and frill more, their 
n1utual jealoufies, fecured the tranquillity of this ifland. Their forces were fo 
nearly counterpoized, that no apprehenfions were entertained of any event, which 
could fuddenly difturb the ballance of power between them. The Spanifh mo
narch, deemed tlie moft powerful, lay at greateft diftance; and the Englifh, by that 
means, po!feff'ed the advantage of being engaged by political motives, into a more 
intimate union and confederacy with the neighbouring potentate. The difperft fitu
ation of the Spanifh dominions rendered the naval power of England very formidable 
to them, and kept that empire in continual dependance. France, more vigorous and 
n1Qre compact, was, every day) rifiog in policy and difcipline; and reached at 1aft an 

equality 
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equality of power with the houfe of Auftria: But her progrefs, flow and gradual, · Chag· ITI. 

left it ftill in the power of England, by a timely interpofal, to check her fuperi- 1 30• 

ority. And thus Charles, could he have avoided all diffentions with his O\Vn 
fubjeCl:s, was in a fituation to make himfelf be courted and refpeCl:ed by every 
power in Europe ; and, what has fcarce ever fince been attained by the princes 
of this iGand, he could either be aCtive with dignity, or neutral with fecurity. 

A neutrality W3S embraced by the King; and during the reft of his reign, 
he feems to have little regarded foreign affairs, except fo far as he was engaged, 
by honour and by frien (~fhip for his fitter and the Palatine, to endeavour the pro
curing fome relief for that unhappy family. He joined his good offices to thofe 
of France, and mediated a peace between the Kings of Sweden and Poland, in 
hopes of engaging the former to embrace the protection of the oppreffed prote
ftants in the empire. This was the famed Guftavus, whofe heroic genius, fe
conded by the wifeft policy, made him, in a little time, the moft diftinguifhed 
monarch of the age, and rendered his country, formerly unknown and neglect
ed, of great weight in the ballance of Europe. To encourage and affift him in 
his projected invafion of Germany, Charles agreed to furnifh him with fix thou
fand men ; but that he might preferve the appearance of neutrality, he made ufe 
of the Marguefs of Hamilton's name, a nobleman allied to the crown. Hamil
ton entered into an engagement with Guftavus ; and inlifi:ing thefe troops in Eng-' 
land and Scotland at Charles's ex pence, he landed them in the Elbe. The decifive 
battle of Leipfic was fought foon after ; where the conduct of Tilly and the va
lour of the imperialifts, were overcome by the fuperior conduct of Guftavus and 
the fuperior valour of the Swedes. What remained of this hero's life was one con
tinued feries of victory, for which he was lefs beholden to fortune, than to thofe 
perfonal endowments, which he derived from nature and from induftry. That 
rapid progrefs of conqueft, which we fo much admire in antient hift:ory, was 
here renewed in modern annals; and without that caufe, to which, in former 
ages, it had ever been owing. Military nations were not now engaged againft 
an undifciplined and unwarlike people; nor heroes fet in oppofition to cowards. 
The veteran troops of Ferdinand, conducted by the moft celebrated generals of 
the age, were foiled in every encounter, and all Germany wa~ over-=run in an in
ftant, by the victorious Swede. But by this extraordinary and unexpected fuc
cefs of his ally, Charles failed of the purpofe, for which he framed the alliance. 
Guftavus, elated by profperity, began to form more extenfive plans of ambi
tion ; and in freeing Germany from the yoke of Ferdinand, he intended to re
duce it to fubjeB:ion under his own. He refufed to refrore the Palatine to his 
principality except on conditions, which would have kept him in total dependance. 

B b 2 And 
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And thus the negotiation was protracted ; till the battle of Lutzen, where the Swedi!h monarch peri!hed in the midft of a compleat victory, which he obtained over his enemies. 

WE have carried on thefe tranfactions a few years beyond the prefent period, that we might not be obliged to return to them ; nor be henceforth interrupted in our account of Charles's court aud kingdoms. 
WHEN we confider Charles, as prefiding in his court, as affociated with his fa· rnily, it is difficult to imagine a charaCter, at once more refp "Cl:able and more amible. A kind hufband, an indulgent father, a gentle mafrer, a fredfaft friend; to all thefe eulogies, his conduCt in private life fully intitled him. As a monarch too, in the exterior qualities he excelled ; in the effential, he was not defetlive. His addrefs and manner, tho' perhaps inclining a little towards ftatelinefs and formality, in the main correfponded to his high rank, and gave grace to that referve and gravity, which were natural to him. The moderation and equity, 

which £hone forth in his temper, feemed to fecure him againft raih and dangerous enterprizes : The good fenfe, which he difplayed in his difcourfe and converfation, fumed to warrant his fuccefs in every reafonable undertaking. Other endowments likewife he enjoyed, which, in a priva.te gentleman, would have been highly ornamental, and which, in a great monarch, might have proved extremely ufeful to his people. He was polfeffed of an excellent tafte in all the fine arts ; and the love of painting was, in fome degree, his favourite paffion. Learned beyond what is common in princes, he was a good judge of writing in others, and polfeffed, himfelf, no mean talent in compofition. In any other age,. or nation, this monarch had been fecure of a profperous and a happy reign. But the high idea of his own authority, with which he had been imbued, made , him incapable of giving way to the fpirit of liberty, which began to prevail among his fubjecrs. His politics were not fupported with fuch vigour and forefight as might enable him to fubdue their privileges, and maintain his prerogative at the high pitch, to which it had been raifed. .And above alJ, the fpirit of enthufiafm, being univerfally diffufed over the nation, difappointed all the 
views of human prudence, and difrurbed the operation of every motive, which ufually influence fociety. 

BvT the misfortunes, produced by thefe caufes, were yet remote. Charks now enjoyed himfelf in the full exercife of his authority, in a focial intercourfe with his friends and courtiers, and in a moderate ufe of thofe pleafures, which he - mofi: affected. 
<.:haraaer of AFTER the death of Buckingham, who had fomewhat alienated Charles from the 02cen. the ~een, fi1e is to be confidered as his chief friend and favourite. That ru(tic 

co~tempt 
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contempt of the fair fex, which J ames affected, and which, banifhing them from 
his court, made it refemble more a fair or an exchange, than the feat of a great 
prince, was very wide of the difpofition of this monarch. But tho' full of com

plaifance to the whole fex, Charles referved all his pallion for the ~een, to 

whon1 he attached himfelf with unfhaken fidelity and confidence. By her fenfe 

and fpirit, as well as by her beauty, fhe juftified the fondnefs of her hufband; 
tho' it is allowed, that, being fomewhar of a pallionate temper, fi1e precipitated 

him in~o hafty and imprudent councils. Her religion likewife, to which fhe 

was much addiCted, muft be regarded as a great misfortune; fince it augmented 
the jealoufy, which prevailed agamft the court, and engaged her to procure, for 

the catho\ics, fome indulgences, which were generally diftafteful to the nation. 

Chap. III. 
16)0• 

IN the former fituation of the Englifh government, when the fovercign was, . 

in a great meafure, independent of his fubjeCl:s, the king chofe his minifters, 
either from perfonal favour, or from an opinion of their ability; without any re
gard ro their parliamentary intereft or talents. It has fince been the maxim of 

princes, where-ever popular leaders encroach too much on royal authority, to con
fer offices on them ; in expeCtation, that they will afterwards become more care .. 
ful not to dimini1h that power, which has become their own. Thefe politics 

were now embraced by Charles; a fure proof, that a fecret revolution had 
happened in the conftitution, and had neceffitated the prince to adopt new 

n1axims of government. But the views of the King were, at this tin1e, fo re

mote from thofe of the puritans, that the leaders, whom he gained, loft, from 

that moment, all intereft with their party, and were even purfued as traitors, 

with implacable hatred and refentment. This was the cafe with S ir Thomas StrafFord. 

vVentworth, whom the King created, fir£1: a baron, then a vifcount, and after-

wards Earl of Strafford ; made him prefident of the council of York, and Lord 
deputy of Ireland; and regarded him as his chief minifter and counfellor. 
By h ;s eminent talents and abilities, Strafford merited all the confidence, which 
the Kmg repofed in him: His charaCter was ftately and auftere; more fitted 

. to procure efl:eem than love: His fidelity to his mafter was unil1aken; but 

as he now employed all his councils to fupport the prerogative, which he had 
forn1crly bent all his endeavours to diminifh, his virtue feems not to have been 

intirely pure, but to have been fufceptible of ftrong impreffions from private in-

terdl: and ambition. Sir Dudley Digges was, about the fame time, createJ ma-

fter of the rolls: N oy, attorney-general: Littleton, follicitor-general. All thefe 

had been likewife parliamentary leaders; and were men very eminent in their 

profeffion. 
I 
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Chap. III. 

1630· 
Laud. 

Innovations in 
the church. 

IN all ecclefiaftical affairs, and even in many civil, Laud, bifhop of London, had great influence on the King. This man was virtuous ; if feverity of man· ners alone and abftinence from pleafure could deferve that name. He was learned, if polemical knowlege could intitle him to that praife. He was difinterefted; but with unceafing induftry he ftudied to exalt the prieftly and prelatical character, which was his own. His zeal was unrelenting iR the caufe of religion; that is, in impofing, by the moft rigorous meafures, his own tenets and pious ceremonies on the obftinate puritans, who had profanely dared to oppofe him. In profecution of his holy purpofes, he overlooked every human confideration; or, in other words, the heat and indifcretion of his temper made him neglect the views of prudence and rules of good manners. He was, in this refpett, happy~ that all his enemies were alfo imagined by him the declared enemies to loyalty and true piety, and that every exercile of his revenge, by that means, became in his eyes a merit and a virtue. This was the man, who acquired fo great an afcendant over Charles, and who led him, by the facility of his temper, ihto a conduel:, which proved fo fatal to himfelf and to his kingdoms. THE humour of the nation ran, at that time, into the extreme oppofite to fuperftition ; and it was with difficulty, that the antient ceremonies, to which n1en had been accuil:omed, and which had been fantl:ified by the pr~Etice of the firft reformers, could be retained in divine fervice : Yet was this the time, which Laud chafe for the introduB:ion of new ceremonies and obfervances. Befides that thefe were fure to dif pleafe as innovations, there lay, in the opinion of the public, another very forcible objeB:ion againft them. Laud and the other prelates, who embraced his meafures, were generally \Veil infirutl:ed in facred antiquity, and had adopted all thofe religious fentiments, which prevailed during the fourth and fifth centuries ; when the chriftian church, as is well known, was already funk into thofe fuperftitions, which were afterwards continued and augmented by the policy of Rome. The revival, therefore, of the ideas and praB:ices of that age could not fail of giving the Englifh faith and 1icurgy fome refemblance to the catholic fuperftition, which the kingdom in general, and the puritans in particular, held in the greateft horror and deteftation. Men alfo were apt to think, that, without fome fecret purpofe, fuch infignificant obfervances would not be impofed with fuch unrelenting zeal on the refractory fpirit of the nation ; and tha~ Laud's fcheme was to lead the Englifh, by gradual fteps, back to the religion of their anceftors. They confidered not, that the very infignificancy of thefe ceremonies recommended them to the fuperftitious prelate, and made them appear the more peculiarly facred and religious, that they could ferve no other purpofe. Nor was the refen1blance to the Romifh 
ritual 
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ritual any objection, but rather a merit, with Laud and his brethren ; who bore Chap. III. 

a much greater kindnefs to the mother-church, as they called her, than to the 
1630

· 

feB:ar_ies and prefbyterians, and frequently recommended her as a true chriftian 
church ; an appellation, which they refufed, or at leaft fcrupled, to the others. 
So openly were thefe tenets efpoufed, that not only the difcontented puritans be-
lieved the church of England to be relapfing faft into Romifh fuperftition : The 
court of Rome itfelf entertained hopes of regaining its authority in this ifland ; 
and, in order to forward Laud's good intentions, an offer was twice made him, 
in private, of a Cardinal's hat, which he declined accepting. His anfwer wa~, 
as he fays hitnfelf, '!'hat fomtthing dwelt within him, which would not fuffer his 
compliance, till Rome was other than it is. 

A court lady, daughter of the Earl of Devonfhire, having turned catholic, 
was afked by Laud the reafons of her converfion. ''I'is chiefly, faid fhe, becauft 
I hate to travel in a crow}. The meaning of this expreffion being demanded, fhe 
replied, I perceive your Grace and many others are making hafle to Rome; and there-
fore, in order to prevent my being crowded, I have gone before )'OU. It muft be con
feffed, that, tho' Laud deferved not the appellation of papift, the genius of his 
religion was, tho' in a lefs degree, yet the fame with that of the Romifh : The 
fame profound refpeB: was exacted to the facerdotal character, the fame fub
n1iffion required to the creeds and decrees of fynods and councils, the fame pomp 
and ceremony was affected in worfhip, and the fame fuperftitious regard to days, 
poftures, meats, and vefrments. No wonder, therefore, that this prelate was, 
every where, among the puritans, regarded wi h horror, as the forerunner of 
antichrift. 

As a fpecimen of the new ceremonies, to which Laud facrificed his own quiet 
and that of the nation, it may not be amifs to relate thofe, which he was accufed 
of employing in the confecration of St. Catherine's church, and which were the 
object of fuch general fcandal and offence. 

ON the bi!hop's approach to the weft door of the church, a loud voice cried, 
Open, open, ye everlajling doors, that the king of glory may euter in I Immediately 
the doors of the church flew open, and the bi!hop entered. Falling upon his 
knees, with eyes elevated and arms expanded, he uttered thefe words : '!'his 
place is holy; the ground is holy: In the name of the father, fon, and holy ghoft, 1 
pronounce it holy. 

Go1 NG towards the chancel, he, fever a I times, took up from the floor fome of 
the duft, and threw it into the air. When he approached, with his attendants, 
near to the communion-table, he bowed frequently towards it: And on their re
turn, they went round the rhurch, repeating as they marched along, fome of the 

pfalms: 
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pfalms: And then faid a form of prayer, which concluded wi th thefe v:ords : 
Jt~"e t:onfecrotc t.bis ch!!rch, and Jeparate it unto thee as holy grc- tmd, not to be prof.med 
t!il)' more to ammon ufis. 

AFTER this, the biihnp, ftand :ng near the communion-table, folemnly pro. 
nounced many imprecations upon fuch as ihould afterwards pollute that holy 
place by mufters of foldiers, or keeping in it profane law-courts, or carrying 
bunhens thro' it. On the conclu!ion of every curfe, he bowed towards the eaft, 
and cried, Let all the people fay, ame1J. 

THE imprecations being all fo piouily finifhed, there were poured out anum
ber of bleffings upon fuch as had any hand in framing and building that facred 
and beautiful edifice, and on fuch as had given, or fhould hereafter give to ir, any 
chalices, plate, ornaments, or utenfils. At every benediction, he, in like man .. 
ner, bowed towards the eaft, and cried, Let all the people fay, amen. 

'ruE fermon fucceeded ; after which, the bi1hop confecrated and adminifl:red 
the facrament in the following manner : 

As he approached the communion-table, he made many lowly reverences: 
And coming up to that part of the table, where the bread and wine lay, he bow
ed feven times. After the reading of many prayers, he approached the facra
mental element~: , and gently lifted up the corner of the napkin, in which the bread 
was laid. V\7 hen he beheld the bread, he fuddenly let fall the napkin, flew back 
a ftep or two, bowed three feveral times towards the bread; then he drew near 
again, and openeJ the napkin, and bowed as before. 

NEXT, he laid his hand on the cup, which had a cover upon it, and was full 
of wine. He let go the cup, fell back, and bowed thrice toward.; it. l-Ie ap-
. preached again ; and lifting up the cover, peeped into the cup. Seeing the 
wine, he let fall the cover, fl:arted back, and bowed as before. Then he received 
the facrament, and gave it to others. And many prayers being faid, the folem
nity of the confecration ended. The walls and floor and roof of the fabric were 
then fuppofed to be fufficiently holy. 

0RDE Rs were given, and rigorouf1y infifted on, that the communion-table 
1hould be removed from the middle of the area, where it hitherto flood in all 
churches, except in cathedrals. It was placed in the eafl: end, railed in, and de
nominated an ALTAR ; as the clergyman, who officiated, received commonly the 
appellation of PR JEST. 'Tis not eafy to imagine the difcontents, excited by this 
innovation, and the fufpicions, which it gave rife to. 

THE kneeling at the altar, and the ufing of copes, a fpecies of embroidered 
veftment, in adminiftering the facrament, was alfo known to be a great object of 

fcandal, 

~ 
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frandaJ, as being popi!h practices : But the oppofition rather increafed, than Chap. Ill. 
abated the zeal of the prelate, for the introduction of thefe ceremonies. 163°· 

ALL kinds of ornament, particularly pictures, were neceffary for fupporting 
t:hat mechanical devotion, which was propofed to be railed in this model of reli • 
gion : But as thefe had been fo much employed by the church of Rome, and had 
given rife to fo much fuperftition, or what the puritans called idolatry ; it was 
impofiible to introduce them into Englifh churches, without exciting the mofl: 
general murmurs and complaints. But Laud, poffeifed of prefent authority, per
fifled in h·s purpofe, and made feveral attempts towards acquiring thefe orna
n1ents. Some of the pictures, introduced by him, were alfo found, upon inquiry, 
to be the very fame, which might be met with in the mafs- book. The crucifix 
too, that eternal confolation of all pious catholics, and terror to all found pro
teftants, was not forgot on this occafion. 

IT was much remarked, that Sherfield, the recorder of Saliibury, was tried in 
the fiar-chamber, for having carelefsly broke, with his cane, fome cracked panes 
of painted glafs, while he gave orders for repairing the. windows of St. Edmond's 
church in that city. He was fined soo pounds, removed fron1 his office, con
demned to make a public acknowlegement, and be bound to his good behaviour. 

NOT only fuch of the clergy, as neglected to obferve every ceremony, were 
fufpended and deprived by the high commiffion-court : Oaths were, by many of 
the bifhops, impofed on the church-wardens ; and they were fworn to delate any 
one, who acted contrary to the ecclefiafiical canons. Such a meafure, tho' prac
tifed during the reign of Elizabeth, gave much offence ; as refembling too nearly 
the practice of the Romifh inquifition. 

To fhow the greater alienation from the churches, reformed after the preiby
terian model, Laud advifed, that the difcipline and worfhip of the church ihould 
be impofed on the Engliih regiments and trading companies abroad. All foreigners 
of the Dutch and W alloon. congregations were commanded to attend the eftablilhed 
church; and indulgence was granted to none after the children of the firft deni
zons. Scudamore too, the King's ambaffador at Paris, had orders to withdraw 
himfetf from the communion of the hugonots. Even men of fenfe were apt to 
blame this conduct, not only becaufe it gave offence in England, but becaule, in 
foreign countries, it loft the crown the advantage of being efte~med the hea 1 and 
fupport of the reformation. 

UNDER pretext of pacifying difputes, orders were iifued from the council, for
bidding, on both fides, all preaching and printing with regard to the controverted 
points of preddtination and free·will. B.1t it was complained of, and probJb!y 
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with reafon, that the impartiality was altoetther confined to the orders, and that 
the executio of them was only meant againft the calvinifi:s. 

IN return for Charles's indulgence towards the church, Laud and his followers 
took care to magnify, on every occafion, the regal authority, and to treat, 
with the utmofl: difciain or deteftation, all puritanical pretenGons to a free and 
independent confl:itutions But while thefe prelates were fo liberal in raifbg the 
crown at the expence of public liberty, they made no fcruple of incroaching, 
themfelves, on the royal rights the mofi: incontefrable ; in order to exalt the 
hierarchy, and procure to their own order dominion and independance. All 
the doCtrines, which the Romifh church had borrowed from fome of the fa
thers, and which freed the fpiritual from fubordination to the civil power, were 
now adopted by the church of England, and interwoven with her political and 
religious tenets. A divine and apofl:olical charter was infifi:ed on, preferably 
to a legal and parliamentary one : The facerdotal charac-ter was magnified as fa· 
cred and indefeizahle : All right to fpiritual authority, or even to private judg
ment in fpiritual fubjeEts, was refufed to profane laymen : Ecclefiafi:ical COLlrts 
were held by the bifhops in their own name, without any notice taken of the 
King's authority : And Charles, tho' extremely jealous of every claim in popu
lar affemblies, feemed rather to encourage, than reprefs, thofe encroachments in 
his clergy. Having felt fome fenfible inconveniences from the independent fpi-. 
rit of parliaments, he attached himfelf intirely to thofe, who profdfed a devoted 
obedience to his crown and perfon ; nor did he forefee, that the ecclefiaftical pow
er, which he exalted, not admitting of any precife boundary, might in time be
come more dangerous to public peace, and no lefs fatal to royal prerogative, than. 
the other. 

So early as the coronation, Laud was the perfon, according to general opi
nion, who introduced a novelty, which, tho' overlooked by Charles, made a 
deep impreffion on many of the byeftanders. After the ufual ceremonies, thefe 
words were recited to the King : " Stand and hold fait, fron1 henceforth, the 
'' place, to which you have b en heir by the fucceffion of your forefathers, be
" ing now delivered to you by the authority of Almighty God, and by the 
'' hands of us and all the bifhops and fervants of God. And, as you fee the 
" clergy to come nearer the altar than others, fo remember, that, in all places . 
" convenient, you give them greater honour; that the Mediator of God and man 
" may efi:ablifh you on the kingly throne, to be a mediator betwixt the clergy 
" and the laity; and that you may reign for ever with Jefus Chrift, the King of 
" kings> and Lord of lords." 

4 T!1E 
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THE principles, which exalted preroga .. ive, were not entertained by the King, Ch:~;~:I. 
merely as foft and agreeable to his royal ears : They were alfo put in practice 
during all the time, that he ruled without parliaments. Tho' frugal and regu-
lar in his expences, he wanted money for the fu?port of government ; and he le-
vied it, either by the revival of obfolete laws, or by violations, fome more open, 
fome more difguifed, of the privileges of the nation. Tho' humane and gentle 
in his temper, he gave way to feverities in the fiar-chamber and high con1mifiion, 
which feemed requifite, in order to fupport the prefent model of adminiftration, 
and reprefs the rifing fpirit of liberty throughout the kingdom. Under thefe two 
heads, may be reduced all the remarkable tranfaCl:ions of this reign, during fome 
years: For, in peaceab1e and profperous times, where a neutrality in foreign af-
fairs is obferved, fcarce any thing is remarkable, but what is, in fome degree, 
blamed or blameable. And, left the hope of relief or protection from parlia- · 
ment might encourage oppofition, Charles iffued a proclamation, in which he de-
clared, " 1'hat, whereas, for feveral ill ends, the calling again of a parliament 
" is divulged ; tho' his Majdly has f11own, by frequent meeting with his peo-
" ple, his love to the ufe of parliaments : Yet the late abufe having for the pre~ 
" fent, driven him unwillingly out of that courfe ; he will account it prefump. 
~' tion for any one to prefcribe to him any time for the calling that aifem bly." 
This was generally conftrued as a declaration, that, during this reign, no more 
parliaments were intended to be fummoned. And every meafure of the King 
confirmed a fufpicion, fo difagreeable to the generality of the people. 

ToNNAGE and poundage were continued to be levied by the royal authority Irregular le
alone. The former arbitrary impofitions were frill exacted. Even new impo- vies of money. 

fitions were laid on feveral kinds of merchandice. 

'I'HE cuftom-houfe officers received orders from the council to enter into any 
houfe, warehoufe, or cellar; to fearch any trunk or cheft; and to break any bulk 
whatever; in default of the payment of cuftoms. 

IN order to exercife the militia, and keep them in good order, each county, 
by an edict of the counczil, W J S affeffed in a certain fum, for the entertainment of 
a mufter-mafter, appointed for that fervice. 

CoMPOSITIONs were openly made with recufants, and the popifh religion be
,came a regular part of the revenue. This was all the perfecution, which it under· 
went during the reign of Clnrles. 

A commiffion was g• anted for compounding w1th fuch as w re polteffecl of 
crown-lands upon defective titles; and, und r this pret"nce, fome money was 
ex.aEted from the p~ople. 
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THERE was a law of Edward II. *, That whoever was poffeffed of twenty 
pounds a-year in land, 1hould be obliged, when fummoned, to appear and to re
ce~ve the order of knighthood.. Twenty pounds, at that time, partly by the 
change of denomination, partly by that in the value of tnoney, were equivalent 
to zoo in the fixteenth and feventeenth century; and it feemed jufi, that the 
King fhould not infift ftrictly on the letter of the law, and oblige people of 
fo fmall revenue to accept of that expenfive honour. Edward VI. t, and ~1een 
Elizabeth t, who had both of them made ufe of this expedient for raifing money, 
had fummoned only thofe poifelfed of forty pounds a-year and upwards to receive 
knighthood, or compound for their neglect; and Charles imitated their example, 
in granting the fame indulgence. Commifiioners were appointed for fixing the 
rates of compofition ; and inftructions were given to thefe commiffioners, not to 
accept of a lefs fum than would have been due by the perfon, upon a tax of three 
fubfidies and a half. Nothing proves more plainly, how ill difpofed the people 
were to the meafures of the crown, than to obferve that they loudly complained 
of an expedient founded on pofitive ftatute, and warranted by fuch recent prece~ 
dents. The law was pretended to be obfolete; tho' only one reign had inter
vened fince the ]aft execution of it. 

Severities of BARNARD, leCturer of St. Sepulchres, London, had this expreffion in his 
the ftar-c~am- prayer before fermon; Lord, open the e)'CS of the ~ueen's Majejly, that jhe may fee ~~;:~~~~;~ Jefus Chri.J1, whom Jhe bas pierced with her infidelity, fuperflition, and idolatry. He 

was queftioned in the high commiffion court; but, upon his fubmiffion, difmilfed. 
Leighton, who had wrote libels againft the King, the OEeen, the bilhops, and the 
whole adminiftration, was condemned by a very fevere, if not a cruel, fentence·; 
but the execution of it was fufpended- for fome time, in expectation of his fub
n1iffion §. All the feverities, indeed, of this reign, were exercifed againft thofe, 
who triumphed in their fufferings, who courted perfecution, and braved autho
rity : And, upon that account, their punifhment may be deemed the more juft, 
but the lefs prudent. To have neglected them intirely, had it been confifi:ent 
with order and public fafety, had been the wifef1 meafure, which could have been 
embraced ; as perhaps, it had been the moft fevere punilhment, which could have 
been inflicted on thefe zealots. 

1631· IN order to gratify the clergy with a magnificent fabric, fubfcriptions we fet 
on foot, for the repairing and rebuilding St. Paul's ; and the King, by his coun
tenance and example, encouraged this laudable undertaking. By order of the 

privy 

* Stafutum de militihus. t R ymer, tom. xv. p. I 24. 
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rivy council, St. Gregory's church was removed, as an impediment to the projeCt 

of extending and beautifying the cathedral. Some houfes and fhops likewife 

were pulled down ; and compenfation was made to the profrietors. As there was 
no immediate profpetl: of aifembling a parliament, fuch atl:s of power in the King 
became nece!fary ; and in no former age would the people have entertained any 
fcruple with regard to then1. It mufl: be remarked, that the puritans were ex

tremely averfe to the raifing this ornament to the capital. It favoured, as the 1 

pretended, of popifh fuperfiition. 

AN office was ertCl:ed for the fealing of cards: A new tax, which, of itfelf, wa 
liable to no objection; but was of the mofl dangerous confequence, when con

fidered as arbitrary and illegal. 

MoNOPOLIES were revived; an oppreffive method of levying taxes, being un
limited as well as ckfl:ructive of induitry. The lafl: parliament of James, which 
abolifhed monopolies, had left a very equitable exception in favour of new inven
tions ; and under pretext of thefe, and of ereCl:ing new companies and corpora

tions, was this grievance now renewed. The manufaB:ure of foap was given to 

a company, who paid a fum for their patent. Leather, fait, and many other com· 
modities, even down to linnen rags, were likewife put under refirictions. 

'T1s affirmed by Clarendon, that fo little benefit was reaped from thefe pro

jects, that of zoo,ooo pounds levied from the people, fcarce J soo came into the 

King's coffers. Tho' we ought not to fufpeB: the noble hiftorian of exaggerations 

to the difadvantage of Charles's meafures; this fatl:, it muft be owned, appears 

incredible. The fame author adds, that the King's intention was to teach his 

fubjects how unthrifcy a thing it was to refufe reafonable fupplies to the crown. 

An imprudent project! to offend a whole nation, under the view of puni!hment ; 

and to hope, by aCts of violence, to break their refractory fpirits, without being 

poffeffed of any forces to prevent refiil:ance. 

Chap. III. 
163 I. 

THE council of Yorl,. had been fir it erected, after a rebellion, by a patent from 163 ... 

Henry VIII. without any authority of parliament ; and this exercife of power, 

like ma9y others, waS/ indulged to that arbitrary monarch. That council had 
long acted chiefly as a criminal court; but, befides fome innovations, introduced 

by J ames, Charles thought proper, fome time after Wentworth was made prefi
dent, to extend its powers, and to give it a large civil jurifdiction, and that, in 

fome refpects, difcretionary. 'Tis not improbable, that the King's intention was 
only to prevent inconveniencies, which arofe from the bringing every caufe, from 

the moft diftant parts of the kingdom, into Wefiminfier-hall : But the confe
quence, in the n1ean time, of this meafure, was the putting all the northern cou_n-

nes 
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Ch:tp. HI. ties out of the proteCtion of ordinary law, and the fubjeB:ing them to an autho· 1632

• rity fomewhat arbitrary. Some irregular aCts .of that council were, this year, ,corn plaintd of. 

t"6 33 . THE court ,of ftar chamber extended very far its authority; and it was matter of complaint, that it encroached upon the jurifdiB:ion of the other courts; im· pofing heavy fines and infliCting fevere puni!hment, beyond the ufual courfe of ·juftice. Sir David Foulis was fined sooo pounds, chiefly becaufe he had dif· fuaded a friend from compounding with the commiffioners ; knighthood. 
PR YNNE, a barrifter of Lincoln's-Inn, had wrote an enormous quarto of a thoufand pages, which he called lliflrio-Maft)'X. Its profeffed purpofe was to decry ftage-plays, comedies, interludes, muGc, dancing; but the author likewife took occaGon to dechtim againft hunting, public feftivals, Chriftmas-keeping, bonefires, and lVIay- poles. His zeal againfl: all thefe levities, he fays, \Vas firft n1oved, by obfer_ving, that plays foJd better than the chcicell: fermons, and that they were frequently printed on finer paper than the Bible itfelf. Befides, that the players were often papifls, and defperately wicked; the play-houfes, he affirms, are Satan's chapels, the play- haunters little better than incarnate devils, and .fo many fi.eps in a dance, fo many paces to hell. ~rhe chief crime of Nero he reprefents to have been, his frequenting and acting of plays; and thofe, who no· ·bly confpited his death, were principally moved to it, as he affirms, by their indignation at that enormity. The .reft of his thoufand pages were of a like f1rain. I-Ie had obtained a lice·nre from A rchbifhop' s Abbot's chaplain ; yet was he indiCted in the ftar-chamber as a libeller. 1 t was thought fomewhat hard, that general invectives againft plays fhould be interpreted into fatyres againft the King and ~1een, merely becanfe they frequented thefe amufements, and becaufe the ·Q1een fometimes aCted a part in paftorals and interludes 1 which were reprefented at court. The author, it muft be owned, had, i;~ plainer terms, blamed the hier.archy, the innovations in religious worfhip, and the new fuperftitions, introduced by Laud ; and this probably, together with the obftinacy of his behaviour before the ftar-chamber, was the reafon why his fentence was fo fevere. He was -condemned to be put from the bar; to fl:and on the pillory in two places, Weft:minfter and Chrapfide ; to 1ofe both his ears, one in each place; to pay sooo ·pounds fine to the King ; and to be imprifoned during life. 
THIS fame Prynne was a great hero among the puritans; and it was chiefly with a view to mortify that feet, that, tho' of an honourablt" proftffiun, he was condemned by the fiar-chamber to fo ignominious a punifhment. The thorough-paced 

~uritans were diftinguifhable by the fournefs and aufterity of their manners, and 
by 
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by their .verfi'on to all pleafure and fodety. To infpire them with b~tter hu- Chap. IIt . 
1633~ 

mour was certainly, both for their own fake and that of the public, a very lauda-
ble intentio~ in the court ; but, whether pi llories, fines, and prifvns, were proper 
expedients for that purpofe, may admit of fome queftion. 

ANOTHER expedient, which the King tried, in order to infufe cheerfulnefs into 
the national devotion, was not mLch more fuccefsful. He renewed his father's 
edict Lr allowing fpo rts and recreations on Sunday to fuch as aaended public 
worlhip; and he ordereJ his proclamation for that purpofe to be publicly read 
by the clergy after divine fervice. Thofe, who were puritanically affected, re- · 
fufed obedience, and were puniGJed by fufpenfion or deprivation. The differences 
between the fects were before fufficiently great; nor was it neceffary to widen 
them farther by thefe inventions. 

SoME encouragement and protection, which the King and the bifhops gave to 
wakes, church-ales, briue-ales,. and other. cheerful feflivals of the common people, 
were the objects of like fcanda1 to the puritans. 

THIS year, Charles made a journey into Scotlan \ attended by his court, in 
order to hold a parliament there, and to pais thro' the ceremony of his coronation. 
The nobility and gentry of bvth kingdoms rivaled each other, in exprcffing all 
duty and refpeCt to th King, and in fbowing mutual friendfhip and regard to 
each other. No one could have fufpected, from exterior appearances, that fuch .~. 

dreadful fc .nes were approaching. 

ONE cb;ef ilrticle of bufinefs (for it deferves the name/ which the King tranf
aB:ed in thi parliJment, was, befides the obtaining fome fupply, to procure au
thority for or ' ~> ring the habits of clergymen. The act paffed not without oppo· 
fition and di. Jculty.. ,The dreadful furplice was before men's eyes; and they ap
prehended, \" i dl tome reafon, that, under fanB:ion of this law, it would foon be 
introduced among them. Tho' the King bdieved, that his prerogative intitlecl 
him to a· gen ral power of direCting whatever belonged to the external govern· 
n1ent of the church ; this was efteemtd a matter of too great importance to be · 
ordered without the fanction of a particular ftatute. 

lMMEDIAT ELy after the I~:ing's return to Er.gland, he heard of Archbi fhop 
Abbot's death: And, wichout delay, he conferred that dignity on his favourite, 
Laud ; who, by this accdlion of authority, was now enabled to mai ntain ecclt
fiaftical difcipline with greater rigour, and.to aggravate the general diCcontent of 
the nation. , 

LAuD obtained the bifi1opric of London f r his friend, Juxon; and, about a 
year after Portland s death, had intereft enough to engage the King to make that 
prelate Lord high treafurer. Juxon was a perfon of great integrity, mildnefs 

a d 
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Ship-money. 
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and humanity, and endued with a good underftanding: Yet did this lafr promo. 
tion give general difcontent. His birth and charaCter were too obfcure for a man 
ra· fed to one of the highefr offices of the crown. And the clergy, it was thought, 
were already too much elated by former infrances of the King's attachment to 
them, and needed not this farther encouragement to affume dominion over the 
laity. The puritans, likewife, were much diifatisfied with J uxon, notwithftand
ing all his eminent virtues ; becaufe he was a lover of profane field-fports and 
hunting. 

SHIP-MONEY was now introduced. The firfr writs of this kind had been only 
direEted to feaport-towns: But !hip-money was at this time levied on the whole 
kingdom ; and each county was rated at a particular fum, which was afterwards 
affeffed upon individuals. · The amount of the whole t:tx was _ very moderate, lit
tle exceeding 2oo,ooo pounds ; it was levycd upon the people with juftice 
and equality ; and this money was intirely expended upon the navy, to the great 
honour and advantage of the kingdom : Yet all thefe circumftances could not re
concile the people to the impofition. It was intirely arbitrary : By the fame right, 
any other tax might be impofed: And men efteernei a powerful fleet, tho' very 
defireable, both for the credit and fecurity of the kingdom, but an unequal recom
pence for their liberties, which were thus facrificed to the ob~ainirg it. 

ENGLAND, it mufl: be owned, was, in this reCpect, very unhappy in its prefent 
fi:uation, that the King had entertained a very different idea of the confl:itution, 
from that which began, in general, to prevail among his fubjects. He did not 
regard the privileges of the people as fo facred and inviolable, that nothing but 
the mofl: extreme neceffity could juftify an infringement of them. He confider
ed himlelf as the fupreme magiftrate, to whofe care heaven, by his birth-right, 
had committed his people, whofe duty it was to provide for their fecurity and 
happin , fs, and who was vefted with very ample difcretionary powers for that fa· 
lurary purpofe. If the obfervance of the antient laws and cuftoms was confif
tent with the prefent convenience of government, he thought himfelf obliged to 
comply with that rule; as the eafieft, the fafefl:, and what procured the moll: 
prompt and willing obedience. But when a change of circumftances, efpecially 
if derived from the obfl:inacy of the peo~1 le, required a new plan of adminiflra
tion; national privileges, he thought, mufr yield to fupreme power; nor coL.ld 
any order of the ftate oppofe any right to the will of the fovereign, directed to the 
good of the public. That thefe princi pies of government were deri vcd from the 
uni form tenor of the Englifh laws, it \vould be rafh to affirm. ] h~ fluctuating 
nature of the conftitution, the impatient humour of the people, and tbe variety 

8 of 
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of events, had, no doubt, in different ages, produced many exceptions and con
tradiCtions. Thefe obfervations alone may be eftablifhed on both fides, that the 
apptarances were fufficiently fhong in favour of the King to apologize for his fol
lowing fuch maxims, and that public liberty muft be fo precarious under this ex
orbitant prerogative, as to render an oppofition, not_only excufable, but laudable, 
in the people. . 

SoME laws had been enaCted, during the reign of Henry VII. againfr depopu
lation, or the converting arable lands into pafture. By a decree of the !tar
chamber, Sir Anthony Roper was fined 4000 pounds for an offence of this na
ture. This fevere fentence was intended to terrify others into compofition ; and 
above go,ooo pounds were levied by that expedient. Like compofitions, or in 
default of them, heavy fines, were required for encroachments on the King's for
refl:s; whofe bounds, by decrees, efteemed arbitrary, were extended ·much be
yond what was ufual. The bounds of one forreft, that of Rockingham, were in
creafed from fix miles to fixty *. The fame humour, which made the people re
fufe to the King voluntary fupplies, difpofed them, with much better reafon, to 
murmur againft thefe irregular methods of taxation. 

MoRLEY was fined IO,ooo pounds, for reviling, challenging, and fl:riking, in 
the court of Whitehall, Sir George Theobald, one of the King's fervants. This 
fine was thought exorbitant; but whelher it was compounded, as was ufual in 
fines impofed by the fiar-chamber, we are not informed. 

ALLISON had reported, that the Archbiihop of York had incurred the King's 
difiJltafiue, by afking a limited toleration to the Catholics, and an allowance to 
builJ fame churches for the exercife of their religion. For this fiander againft the 
Archbifhop, he was condemned in the frar-chamber to be fined I ooo pounds, to be 
committed to prifon, to be bound to his good behaviour during life, to be whip
ped, and to be fet on the pillory at Weftminfter, and in three other towns in Eng
land. Robins, who had been an accomplice in the guilt, was condemned by a 
fentence equally fevere. Such events are rather to be confidered as rare and de
tached inftances, collected by the fevere fcrutiny of hiftorians, than as proofs of 
the prevailing genius of the King's adminiftration. And it is alfo certain, that 
fcandal againft the great, tho' feldom profe.cuted at prefent, is, however, in the eye 
~f the law, a great crime, and fubjecrs the offender to very heavy penalties. 

CHARLES had imitated the example of Elizabeth and James, and had iffued 
proclamations forbidding the landed gentlemen and the nobility to live idly in 
London, and ordering them to retire to their country-feats. For difobedience to 

VoL. I. D d this 
Strafford's letters and difpatches, vol. ii. p 1 17. 
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Ch1P· IIT. this ediCt, many were indicted by the attorney-general, and were fined in the ftar-
1635' chamber. This occafioned difcontents, and the fentences were complained of, as 

illegal. But if proclamations had authority, of which no body pretended tO
doubt; muft they not be put in execution ? In no inftance, I muft confefs, does 
it more evidently appear, what confufed and uncertain ideas were~ during that 
age, entertained concerning the Englifh conftitution. 

1t --. 

RAy, having exported fuller's earth, contrary to the King's proclamation, 
was, befides the pillory, condemned in the ftar-chamber to a fine of zooo pounds. 
Like fiues were levied on Terry, Em an, and others, for difobeying a proclama
tion, which forbad the exportation of gold. In order to account for the fubfe
quent convulfions, even thefe incidents are not to be overlooked, as frivolous or 
contemptible. Such feverities as thefe were afterwards magnified into the greateft 
er.ormities. 

THERE remains a proclamation of this year, prohibiting hackney coaches to 
ftand in the ftreet. We are told, that there were not above twenty coaches of 
that kind in London. T'here are, at prefent, near a thoufand. 

THE effects of ihip-money began now to appear. A formidable fleet of fixty 
fail, the greateft, which England had ever known, was equipped under the Earl 
of Northumberland, who had orders to attack the herring-buifes of the Dutch., 
which fifhed in what were called the Briti!h feas. The Dutch were content to 
pay 3o,ooo pounds for a licence during this year. They openly denied, however, 
tbis claim of dominion in the feas, beyond the friths, bays, and fl1ores ; and it 
may be queftioncd whether the laws of nations warrant any farther pretenfions. 

THIS year the King fent a fquadron againft Sallee; and with the affiftance of 
tbe Emperor of Morocco, deftroyed that receptacle of pyrates, by whom the 
Engli(h comrnerce and even the Englifi1 coafts had been long infefted. This 
fmall exploit was of confequence, and the utmoil: that could be expected from a 
prince, who had no army nor revenue; and who had not been able, without em
ploying the mofl: difficult and even dangerous expedients, to equip a Beet, and 
thert)by provide, in fome degree, for the reputation and fafety of his kingdoms. 

BuRTON a divine, and Baftwick a phyfician, were tried in the ftar-chamber 
fer feditious and fchifmatical libels, and were condemned to the fame puni!hment; 
which had been inflicted on Prynne. Prynne himfelf was tried for a new offence ; 
attd, tog::- ther with another fine of sooo pounds, was condemned to lofe what 
remained of his ears. Be fides, that thefe writers had attacked, with great feve
riry, and even an intemperate zeal, the ceremonies, rites, and government of the 

· church; 
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d1urch; the very anfwers, which they gave in to the court, were fo full of·c)ntu· 
macy and of invectives againft the prelates, that no l~wyer could be prerailed 
with to fign them. The rigors however, which they underwent, being fo unwor
thy n1en of their profeili.on, gave general offence ; and the patience, or Jather 
alacrity, with which they fuffered, increafed frill farther the indignation of the p.1 blic. 
The feverity of the ftar-chamber, which was generally afcribed to Laud's paffJOnate 
difpofition, was, perhaps, in it felt: fomew hat blameaqJe ; but will natural y, to 
us, appear enormous, who enjoy, in the ut m oft latitude, that liberty of the ?refs, 
which is fo necelfary in every monarchy, confined by legal limitations. Eut as 
thefe limitations were not regularly fixed durjng the age of Charles, nor at any 
time before; fo was the freedom of fpeech totally unknown, and was generally 
deemed, as well as religious toleration, incompatible with all good govern111ent. 
No age nor nation, among the tnoderns, had ever fet an example of fuch i.1dul
gence : And it feems unreafonable to judge of the meafures, embraced d1ring 
one period, by the maxims which prevail in another. 

BuR TON in his book, where he complained of innovations, mentioned among 
others, that a certain Wednefday had been appointed for a fail, and that the faf: was 
ordered to be celebrated without any fermons. The intention, as he pretend(d, of 
that novelty was, by the example of a fail: without fern1ons, to fupp refs al the 
Wednefday's leClures in London. 'Tis obfervable, that the church of Romt and 
that of England, being, both of them, lovers of form and ceremony and order, 
are more friends to prayer than preaching ; while the puritanical fetl-aries, who 
find, that the latter method of addrefs, being directed to a numerous aud.encc 
prefent and vifible, is more inflaming and animating, have always regarded it as 
the chief. part of divine fervice. Such circumftances, tho' minute, it may not be 
improper to tranfmit to poilerity ; that thofe, who are curious of tracing the 
hiftory of the human mind, may remark, how far its feveral fingularities win
cide in different ages. 

CERTAIN zealots had erected themfelves into a fociety for buying in of im
propriations, and transferring them to the church ; and great fu ms of mor.ey had 
been bequeathed to the fociety for thefe purpofes. But it was foon obfcrved, that 
the on1y ufe which they made of their funds, was to ef1ablifh lecturers in all the :on
fiderable churches; men, who, without being fubjected to epifcopal authority,em). 
ployed themfelves entirely in preaching and in fpreading the fire of puritarifm. 
Laud took care, by a decree, which was pafr in the court of exchequer, and which 
was much complained of, to abolifh this fociety, and to ftop their progrefs. It 
was, however, frill obferved, that, throughout England, the lecturers were, all of 
them, puritanically affected; and from them the clergymen, who contented dem-
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felves with reading prayers and homilies to the people, commoply received the 
reproachful appellation of dumb dogs. 

THE puritans, reftrained in England, !hipped themfelves off for America, and 
laid there the foundations of a government, which poffeffed all the liberty, both 
civ-il and religious, of which they found themfelves deprived in their native 
country. But their enen1ies, unwilling that they fhould any where enjoy eafe 
and contentment, and dreading, perhaps, the dangerous confequences of fo dif
affetl:ed a colony, prevailed with the King to iffue a proclamation, debarring 
thefe devotees accefs even into thofe inhofpitable defarts. Eight fhips, lying in 
the Thames, and ready to fail, were ftayed by order of council ; and in thefe 
were embarked Sir Arthur Hazelrig, John Hambden, and Oliver Cromwel *, who 
had refolved for ever to abandon their native country, and fly to the other extre
mity of the globe ; where they n1ight enjoy lectures and difcourfes of any length 
or form which pleafed them. The King had afterwards full leizure to repent 
this exercife of his allthority. 

THE bifhop of Norwich, by rigoroufly infiO:ing on uniformity, had banilhed 
many induftrious tradefmen from that city, and chaced thetn into Holland. The 
Dutch began to be more intent on commerce than on orthodoxy; and thought 
that ufeful arts and obedience to the laws formed a good citizen; tho' attended 
with errors in fubjects, where it is not allowable for human nature to expeCt any po
fitive truth or certainty. 

CoMPLAINTS abo.ut this time were made, that the petition of right was, in 
fome inftances, violated, and that, upon a commitment by the King and council, 
bail or releafement had been refufed to Jennings, Pargiter, and Danvers. 

'V·ILLIAMS, bifhop of Lincoln, a man of great fpirit and learning, a very po
pular prelate, and who had been Lord keeper, was fined · 1 o,ooo pounds, con1-
n1itted to the Tower during the King's pleafure, and fufpended from his office. 
This fevere fentence was founded on very frivolous pretences, and was more af
cribed to Laud's vengeance, than to any guilt of the bifhop. Laud, however, . 
had owed his firft promotion entirely to the good offices of that prelate wirh King J ames. But fo implacable was the haughty primate, that he raifed up a new pro
fecution againft Williams, on the ftrangcft pretence imaginable. In order to levy 
the fine-, fome officers has] been fent to feize all the furniture and books of his 
epifcopal palace of Lincoln ; and in rummaging the houfe, they found in a cor
ner fome neglected letters, \vhich had been thrown by, as ufelefs. Thefe letters 
were wrote by one Ofbaldiftone, a fchoolmafter, and were directed to Williams. 
Mention was there made of a little great man ; and in another paffage, the fame 

perfon 
* Matl1er's Hiftory of New .England 1 hook I. Dugdale, Bates. 
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perfon was denominated a little urchin. By inferences and conftrutl:ions, thefe Chap. III: 

epithets were applied to Laud; and on no better foundation was Williams tried 
16

37· 

anew, as having received fcandalous letters, and not difcovering that private 
correfpondence. For this offence, another fine of ~ooo pounds was levied on 
him by a fentence of the ftar-chamber : OfbaldiUone was likewife brought to 
trial, and condemned to a fine .of 5000 pounds, and to have his ears nailed to the 
pillory before his own fchool. He faved himfelf by flight; and left a note in his 
ftudy, where he faid, '' That he was gone beyond Canterbury." 

THESE iniquitous profecutions of Williams feem to be the moft violent mea
fure, purfued by the court during the time that the ufe of parliaments was fuf
pended. \\lilliams was a man who had been indebted for all his fortune to the 
favour of J ames ; but having quarreled, firft with Buckingham, then with Laud, 
he threw himfelf into the country party; and with great firmnefs and vigour op· 
pofed all the meafures of the King. A creature of the court to become its ob. 
ftinate enemy, a bifhop to countenance puritans ; thefe circumftances excited in
dignat~on, and engaged the minifters in thefe fevere meafures. Not to mention, 
what fome writers relate, that, before the fentence was pronounced againft him, 
Williams was offered a pardon upon his fubmiffion, which he refufed to make. 
The court was apt to think, that fo refractory a fpirit muft by any expedient be 

- broken and fubdued. ' 
IN a former trial, which Williams underwent, (for thefe were not the firft) 

there was mentioned, in court, a ftory, which, as it difcovers the genius of par
ties, may be worth reciting. Sir John Lam be, urging him to profecute the 
puritans, the prelate afked, what fort of people thefe fame puritans were? Sir 
John replied, " That to the world they feemed to be fuch as would not fwear, 
" whore, nor be drunk; but they would lye, cozen, and deceive: That they 
" would frequently hear two fermons a-day, and repeat them too, and that fome
" times they would faft all day long.'' This character muft be conceived to be 
fatyrical; but yet, it may be allowed, that that feet was more averfe to fuch 
irregularities as proceed from the excefs of gaiety and pleafure, than to thofe 
enormities, which are the moft deftrutl:ive of fociety. The former were oppo
fite to the very genius and fpirit of their religion; the latter were only a tranf
greffion of its precepts : And it was not difficult for a gloomy enthufiaft to con
vince himfelf, that a ftrict obfervance of the one would attone for any violation 

of the other. 
IN 1632, Lord treafurerPortland had infifted with the vintners, that theyfhould 

fubmit to a tax of a penny a-quart, upon all the wine which they retailed. But this 
propofal they utterly refufed. In order to punifh them, a decree fuddenly, with-

3 out 



~:J6 HISTORY oF GREAT· BRITAIN. 
Chap. III. out enquiry or examination, paffed in the ftar-chamber, pr,)hibiting them to fell 16

.37· or drefs viCtuals in their houfes. Two years after, they were queftioned for breach of this decree ; and in order to avoid puniihment, they agreed to lend the King fix thoufand pounds. Being threatened, during ~he fubftquent years, with fines and profecutions, they at !aft compounded the rr.atter, and fubmitted to pay half the duty, which was at firft demanded of then. It required little forefight to perceive, that the King's right of iffuing proclanations muft, if profecuted, draw on a power of taxation. 
LILBURNE was accufed before the fiar-chamber, of pubHhing and difperfing feditious pamphlets. He was ordered to be examined ; but refufed to take the oath, ufual in that court, that he would anfwer interrogatories, by which he n1ight be led to accufe himfelf. For this contempt, as it wa; interpreted, he was condemned to be whipped, pilloried, and imprifoned. Whie he was whipped at the cart, and ftood on the pillory, he harangued the populace, and declaimed viole.ntly againft the tyranny of bilhops. From his pockets alf~ he fcattered pamphlets, faid to be feditious; becaufe, I fuppofe, they atta:ked the hierarchy. The frar-chamber, who were fitting at that very time, ordend him immediately to be gagged. He ceafed not however, tho' both gagged an:l pilloried, to ftamp with his foot and gefliculate, in order to !how the people, that, if he had it in his power, he would frill harangue them. 1'his behaviour gave frefl1 provoca· tion to the ftar-chamber; and they condemned him to be b1prifoned in a dun-- geon, nnd to be loaded with irons. It was found very difficult to break the fpirits of men, who placed both their honour and their confcience in fuffering. 

THE jealoufy of the church appeared in another inftance h{s tragical. Archy, the King's fool, who, by his office, had the privilege of jeting on his mafter, and the whole court, happened unluckily to try his wit UfOn Laud, who was too facred a perfon to be played with. News having arrivd from Scotland of the firil: commotions excited by the liturgy, Archy, feeing tle primate pafs by, called to him, Who's fool, now, my Lord? For this offence, .\rch y was ordered, by fentence of the council, to have his coat pulled over his head, and to be difmiffed the King's fervice. 
HERE is another infl:ance of that rigorous fu~jeB:ion, in vhich all men were held by Laud. Some young gentlemen of Lincoln's-inn, hetted by their cups, having drank confufion to the Archbifhop, were, at his infl:igation, cited before the fiar-chamber. They applied to the Earl of Dorfet fo; proteCtion. Who bears witnefs againft you? faid Dorfet. One of the drawers, th7 replied. lFhere did he ftand, when you were fuppofed to drink this health.~ fubjoned the Earl. He was at the door, they replied, going out of the room. CJ"'ujh I cried he; the drawer 

4 
w~ 
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•was mi.ftaken: Tat drank to the confufion of the Archbijhop of Canterbury's enemies; Chap. nr. 
1637· 

and the fellow 'lJas gone before you pronounced the !aft word. This hint fupplied 

the young gentlemen with a new method of defence : And being advifed by Dorfet 

to behave with treat humility and fubmiffion to the primate ; the modefty of 
their carriage, the ingenuity of their apology, with the patronage of that noble 

Lord, faved then from any feverer punifhment than a reproof and admonition~ 

with which they Nere difmiffed. 

THIS year, J oln Hambden defervedly acquired, by his fpirit and courage, uni .. Trial of 

verfal popularity :hroughout the nation, and has merited great renown with pofte. Hambden. 

rity for the bold ftand, which he made, in defence of the laws and liberties of 
his country. After the laying on of fhip·money, Charles, in order to difcourage 
all oppofition, lnd propofed the queftion to the judges ; " Whether, in a cafe 

" of neceffity, hr the defence of the kingdom, he might not impofe this taxa-

" tion; and whether he was not foie judge of the neceffity ?" Thefe guardians 

of law and liberty' replied, with great complaifance, " That in a cafe of necef-

" fity he might impofe that taxation, and that he was foie judge of the neceffity." 

Mr. Hambden lad been rated at twenty .fhillings for an eftate, which he held in 
the county of Buckingham : Yet notwithftanding this declared opinion of the 

judges, notwithfanding the great power, and fometimes rigorous maxims of the 

crown, notwithfhnding the little profpeB: of relief from parliament; he refolved, 

rather than tame~ fubmit to fo illegal an impofition, to ftand a legal profecu-

tion, and expofe himfelf to all the indignation of the court. The cafe was ar-
gued during twelve days, in the exchequer-chamber, before all the judges of 

England; and de nltion regarded, with the utmoft anxiety, every circumftance 

of this celebratec trial. The event was eafily forefeen : But the principles, and 

reafonings, and behaviour of all the parties, engaged in the trial, were much 

canvaffed and enquired into; and nothing could equal the favour paid to the one 
fide, except the 1atrecl, which attended the other. 

IT was urged by Hambden's council, that the plea of neceffity was in vain in

troduced into a trial of law; fince it was the nature of neceffity to aboliih a!l 

law, and, by irrdiftible violence, to d iffolve all the weaker and more artificial 
ties of human fo:iety. Not only the prince, in cafes of extreme difl:refs, is ex
empted from th~ ordinary rules of adminiftration : All orders of men are then 

levelled; and anr individual may confult the public fafety by any expedient, 

which his fituation enables him to employ. But to produce fo violent an.effeet,. 

and fo hazardou! to every community, an ordinary danger or difficulty is not 

fufficient; much lefs, a neceffity, which is merely faftitious and pretended. 
Where: 
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Chap. Ill. Where the peril is urgent and extreme, it will be palpable to every n1ember of 
1
•
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• the fociety ; and tho' all antient rules of government are in that cafe abrogated, 
n1en will readily, of themfelves, fubmit to that irregular authority, which is 
exerted for their prefervation. But what is there in common between fuch fup· 
pofitions, and the prefent condition of the nation ? England enjoys a profound 
peace with all her neighbours : And what is more, all her neighbours are engaged 
in furious and bloody wars among themfelves, and by their mutual enmities far
ther enfure her tranquillity. The very writs themfelves, which are iifued for the 
levying of !hip-money, contradict the fuppofition of neceffity, and pretend only, 
that the feas are infefted with pyrates ; a flight and temporary. inconvenience, 
which may well wait a legal fupply from parliament. The writs 1ikewife allow 
feveral months for equipping the 1hips; which proves a very calm and delibe
rate fpecies of neceffity, and one that admits of delay much beyond the forty 
days requifite for fummoning that affembly. "Tis ftrange too, that an extreme 
neceffity, which is always apparent, and ufually comes to a fudden crifis, Ihould 
now have continued, without interruption, for near four years, and ihould have 
remained, during fo long a time, invifib]e to the whole kingdom. And as to the 
pretenfion, that the King is foie judge of the neceffity; what is this, but to fub
ject all the privileges of the nation to his arbitrary will and pleafure ? To expect 
that the public will be convinced by fuch reafoning, muft aggravate the general 
indignation ; by adding, to violence again!l: men's perfons and their property, fo 
cruel a mockery of their underftanding. _ 

IN moft national debates, tho' the reafons may not be equally ballanced, yet are 
there commonly fome plaufible topics, which may be pleaded even in favour of 
the weaker fide ; fo complicated are all human affairs, a;.d fo uncertain the views, 
which give rife to every public meafure: But it muft be confdfed, that, in che prefent 
cafe, no legal topics of any weight can be thrown into the oppofite fca:e. Tlie 
impofition of ihip-money, is apparently one of the mof.l: dangerous invafions of 
national privileges, not only which Charles was ever guilty of, but which the 
n1oft arbitrary princes in England, fince any liberty had been afcertained to the 
1 eople, had ever ventured upon*. In vain were precedents of antient writs pro
duced: Thefe writs, when examined, were only found to require the fea-ports, 
1ometimes at their own charge, fometimes at the charge of the counties, to fend 
their fhips for the defence of the nation. Even the prerogative, which empow
ered the crown· t~ iffi1e fuch writs, was abolifhed, and its exercife almoft entirely 
difcontinued, fi·om the time of Edward liT. and all the authority, which remained 

or 
* It muft, however, be allowed, that Qgeen Elizabeth ordered the fea-ports to fit out Jhips at their 

own expence during the time of the Spaniih invafion. Monfon'.s Na<Val Tralh. 
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or was afterwards exercifed, was to prefs !hips into the public fervice, to be payed 
for by the public*. How wide were thefe precedents from a power of arbitra
rily obliging the people, at their own charge, to build new fhips, to victual and 
pay them, for the public ; nay, to furnifh money to the crown for that purpofe? 
vVhat fecurity either againft the farther extenfion of this claim, or againft em
ploying to other purpofes the public money, fo levied ? The plea of neceffity 
would warrant any other taxation as well as that of lhip money ; and it was 
difficult to conceive the kingdom in a fituation, where that plea could be urged 
with lefs plaufibility than at prefent. And if fuch maxims and fuch practices 
prevaii ; what has become of national liberty ? What authority is left to 
the great charter, to the fi:atutes, and to that very petition of right, which in the 
prefent reign, had been fo folemnly enacted, by the concurrence of the whole 
legiflature ? 

NoTWITHSTANDING all thefe reafons, the prejudiced or proftituted judges, 
four t excepted, gave fentence in favour of the crown. Hambden, however, 
obtained by the trial the end, for which he had fo generoufly facrificed his fafety 
and his quiet: The people were rouzed from their lethargy, and became fenfible 
of the danger, to which their liberty was expo~ d. Thefe national queftions 
were canvaffed in every company; and the more they were examined, the more 
evidently did it appear to many, that liberty was totally fubverted, and 
an unufual and arbitrary authority exercifed over the kingdom. Slavifh princi
ples, they faid, concurred with illegal practices; ecclefiaftical tyranny gave aid 
to civil ufurpation ; iniquitous taxes were fu ~ parted by arbitrary punilhments ; 
and the whole rights of the nation, tranfmitted through fo many ages, fecurcd 
by fo many laws, and pm·chafed by the blood of fo many heroes and patriots, 
now lay proftrate at the feet of the monarch. What tho' public peace and na
tional induflry encreafed the commerce and opulence of the kingdom ? This ad-

VoL. I. E e vantage 

·* The power Qftaxing themfelves is an undoubted and moft important privilege of the people of 

England. The only apology, which could be made for the King in impofing !hip-money, is derived 

from a topic, which could not juilly be admitted by any court of judicature; that all the privileges 

of the peop1e were fo far fubordinate to royal prerogative, that in cafes of neceffity they might law
fully be difpenfed with. Such a doCtrine may be tolerable, where the neccffity is fuppofcd evident, 

extreme, and inevitable. But the King thought, that a lefs neccffity, if it proceeded horn the obfii

nacy of the people, might warrant this extraordinary exertion of prerogative : A principle, it muJl 

Le owned, very dangerous to national liberty, and ft1ch as no lawyer ought to be allowed to plead. 

Whate,_·er t:1ercfore "may be adnnced in excufe for the King, nothi.1g reafonable can bi! C1id in fa-
·onr of the judges. 

t See State Trials: Article, fhip-money, which contains the fJ""~ceches of four juJ~cs in f~r:our 

of H.a.J11bden. 
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vantage was temporary, and due alone, not to any encouragement given by the 
crown, but to the fpirit of the Englifh, the remains of their antient freedom. 
\Vhat tho' the perfonal character of the King, amidft all his mifguided councils, 
might rnerit indulgence, or even praife ? He was but one man ; and the 1 ·rivi
leges of the nation, the inheritance of n1illions, were too valuable to be facrificed· 
to his prejudices and miftakes. Such, or more fevere, were the fentiments pro
n1oted by a great party in the nation: No excufe on the King's part, or allevia
tion, however rea~onable, could be hearkened to or admitted: And to redr(Js 
thefe grievances, a parliament was impatiently longed for; or any other incident, 
however calamitous, which might fecure the people againft thofe oppreffions, 
which they felt, or the greater ills, which they apprehended, from the combined 
encroachments. of church and ftate. 

C H A P. IV. 

Dijcontents hz Scotland.-Introduction of the canons and liturgy.-A. 
tumult at Edinbttrgh.-'the covenant.-/1 general qffembly.
Epifcopacy cbolijhed.-JVar.-A pacijicatioJJ.-Renetzval of the 
war.-Fourth Englijh parliament:-D:Ifolution.-Difcontents 
in England.-Rout at Newburn.-Treaty at Rippon.-Great 
council of tb? peers; 

t6g 7• HE grievances, under which the Engli:lh laboured, when confidered in 
themfelves, without regard to the confiitution, fcarce dderve the name; 

110r were they either burthenfome on the people's properties, or any way !hocking 
to the natural hum1nity of mankind. Even the taxation of 1hip-money, inde .. 
pendent of the cor.fequences, was rather an advantage to the public; by the ju
dicious ufe, which :he King made of the money, levied by that expedient. And 
tho' it was juftly apprehended, that fuch precedents, if patiently fubmitted to, 
' ould end in a tot~l difufe of parliaments, and in the eftablifhment of arbitrary 
authority ; Charles dreaded no oppofition from the people, who are not com
monly much affe&d with confequences, and require fome ftriking motive, to .. 
engage them into a refiftance of eftablilhed government. All ecclefiafl:ical af
fairs were fettled by law and uninterrupted precedent ; and the church was be
come a confiderable barrier to the power, both legal and illegal, of the crown. 
Peace too, induftry. commerce, opulence; nay, even juftice and lenity of ad-

Jniniftration, 
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rniniftration, notwithftanding fome few exceptions : All tllefe were enjoyed oy Ch ,: V. 
1637· 

the people; and every other bleffing of government, exce{t liberty, or rather the 
prefent exercife of liberty and its proper fecurity. It feemcd probable, therefore, 
that affairs might long have continued on the fame footing in England, had it 
not been for the neighbourhood of Scotland ; a country more turbu'Ient, and 
lefs difpofed to fubmiffion and obedience. It was from thence the commotions 
firft arofe; and 'tis theref?re t_ime for tls to return thith~r, md to give an account 
of the fituation of that country. 

THo' the pacific, and not unikilful government of J arnes, and the great au- D ifcolttent .. 

thority, which he had acquired, had much allayed the fmds among the great in ::>cot and. 

families, and had , efrablifhed law and order throughout the kingdom; the no-
bility were ftill poffeffed of the chief power and influence orer the people. Their 
property was very extenfive ; their hereditary jurifdiB:ions and their feudal te-
nures increafed their authority ; and the attachment of the gentry to the heads 
of families eftablifhed a kind of voluntary fervitude under the cheiftains. Befid s 
that long abfence had much Ioofened the King's connexion with the nobility, who 
refided chiefly at their country feats ; they were, in gene1al, at this time, tho' 
from flight caufes, very n1uch difgufted with the court. Charles, from the na-
tural piety or fuperftition of his temper, was extremely attached to the eccleli-
aftics : And as it is natural for men to perfuade themfehes, that their interefl.: 
coincides with their inclination; he had eftabli!hed it c:s a fixed maxim of 
policy, to increafe the power and authority of that orcer. The prelates, he 
thought, eftabli!heq regularity and difripline among the clergy; the clergy in-
culcated obedience and loyalty among the people: And as that rank of men had 
no feparate authority, and no dependance but on the crow.1 ; the royal power, it 

would feem, tnight, with the greateft fafety, be entrufred·in their hands. Many 
of the prelates, therefore, he raifed to the chief dignities of the ftate : Spotf-
'vood, Archbifhop of St. Andrews, was created chancellor: rine of the bithops 
were privy counfellors: The bilhop of ofs afpired to th office of treafurer : 
Some of the prelates poffeffed places in the exchequer : And it was even endea
voured to revive the firft inftitution of the college of jufi:ic~, and to fhare equally 
between the clergy and laity the whole j udicative authorit). Thefe advantages, 
which were poffeffed by the church, and which the bifhop~ did not always enjoy 

1 

with fuitable modefty, difguO:ed the haughty nobility, who, deeming themfelves 
fo much fuperior in rank and qual:ty to this new a der of men, were difpleafed 
to find themfclves inferior in power and influence. lnterefr joined itfe to am· 
bition ; and begot a jealoufy, lefr th epifcopal fees, whiC1, at the refor athn, 

had been pillaged by the nobles> ould again be enriched at the· r ex pet ce. By 
E. e 2 a moft 
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a moft ufeful and beneficent Jaw, the impropriations had already been ravifhed from the great men : Power had been given to affign, to the impoveriilied clergy, competent livings from the tythes of each parifh: And what remained, the proprietor of the land was impowered to purchafe at a low valuation. The King likewife, warranted by antient law and practice, had declared for a general refumption of all crown-lands, alienated by his predeceifors; and tho' he took no ftep towards the execution of this projeCl:, the very pretenfion to fuch power had excited jealoufy and difcontent. -

NOTWITHSTANDING the tender regard, which Charles bore to the whole church, he had oeen able in Scotland, to acquire only the affection of the fupe· rior rank among the clergy. The tninif.ters, in general, equalled, if not txceeded the nobility, in their prejudices again£1: the court, againft the prelates, and againft epifcopal authority. Tho' the eftabliiliment of the hierarchy might feem advantageous to the inferior clergy, b9th as it ereCted dignities, to which all of them might afpire, and as it beftowed a Juftre on the whole body, and allured men of family into it; thefe views had no influence on the Scotch ecclefiaftics. In the prefent difpofition of men's minds, there was another circumftance, which drew confideration, and counter-ballanced power and riches, the ufual foundations of dtfl:ind:ion among men ; and that was, the fervour of piety, and the rhetoric, however barbarous, of religious leCtures and difcourfes. Check· ed by the prelates in the licence of preaching, the clergy regarded epifcopal ju· rifdiCtion both as a tyranny and an ufu pation, and maintained a parity among ecclefiaftics to be a divine privilege, which no human law could alter or infringe. While fuch ideas prevailed, the moft moderate exercife of authority would have given difguft; much more, that extenfive power, which the King's indulgence encouraged the prelates to aifume. The jurifdiCtion of prefbyteries, fynods, and other democratical courts was, in a manner, abolifhed by the biihops ; and the general aifembly itfelf had not been fummoned for feveral years. A new oath was arbitrarily exaCted of intrants, by which they fwore to obferve the articles of Perth, and fubmit to the liturgy and canons. And in a word, the whole fyftem of church government, during a courfe of thirty years, had been changed by means of the innovations introduced by J ames and Charles. 
THE people, under the influence of the nobility and clergy, could not fail to partake of the difcontents, which prevailed among thefe two orders ; and where real grounds of complaint were wanting, they greedily laid hold of imaginary. The fame horror againft popery, with which the Engliih puritans were poifdfed, was obfervable among the populace in Scotland; and among thefe, who were more uncultivated and uncivilized, feemed rather to be inflamed into a higher 

degree 
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degree of ferocity. The genius of religion, which prevailed with the court and 
prelacy, was of an oppofite nature ; and having fome affinity with the Romifh 
worfhip, led them to mollify, as much as poffible, thefe fevere prejudices, and 
to fpeak of the catholics in more charitable language, and with more reconcil
ing expreffions. From this foundation, a panic fear of popery was eailly raifed ; 
and every new ceremony or ornament, introduced into divine fervice, was part 
of that great my!l:ery of iniquity, which, from the encouragement of the King 
and the bifhops, was to overfpread the nation. The few innovations, which 
J ames had made, were confidered as preparatives to this grand dd1gn ; and the 
farther alterations, attempted by Charles, were reprefented as a plain declaration 
of his intentions. Thro' the whole courfe of this reign, nothing had more fatal 
influence, in both kingdoms, than this groundlefs apprehenfion, which, with fo 
much indu!l:ry, was propagated, and with fo much credulity, was embraced by 
all ranks of men. 

AMIDST thefe dangerous complaints and terrors of religious grievances, the 
civil and ecclefiaflical privileges of the nation were imagined, and with fome rea
fan, not to be altogeth~r free from invafion. 

THE eftablifhment of the high-commiffion by J ames, without any authority 
of law, teemed a confiderable encroachment of the crown ; and ereCted the mofl: 
dangerous and arbitrary of all courts, by a method equally dangerous and arbi
trary. All the fteps towards the fettlement of epifcopacy had indeed been taken 
with confent of parliament : The articles of Perth were confirmed in 162 I : In 
16 3 3, the King had obtained a general ratification of every ecclefiaftical efl:a
blifhment: But all thefe laws had lefs authority with the nation, that they were 
known to have pa!fed contrary to the fentiments even of thofe who voted for 
them, and were in reality extorted by the authority and importunity of the fo· 
vereign. The means, however, which both J ame~ and Charles had employed, 
in order to influence the parliament, were intirely regular; and no reafonable 
pretence had been afforded for reprefenting thefe laws as null or invalid. 

BuT there prevailed among the greate!l: part. of the nation another principle, 
of the moft important and m oft dangerous confequence, and which, if admitted, 
deftroyed intirely the validity of all fuch ftatutes. The ecclefiaftical authority 
was fuppofed to be totally independent of the civil ; and no aCt of parliament, 
nothing but the confcnt of the church itfelf, was reprefented as fufficient ground 
for the introduCtion of any change in relig10us worfhip or difcipline. And tho' 
James had obtained the vote of affemblies for receiving epifcopacy and his new 
rites; it muft be confeffed, that fuch irregularities had prev«iled in confiituting 
thefe ecclefiaftical courts, and fuch violences in conduCting them, that there were 

· feme 
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fome grounds for denying the authority of all their acts. Charles, fenfible, that 
an extorted confent, attended with fuch invidious circumftances, would rather be 
prejudical to his meafures, had intirely Jaid afide the ufe of ~1femblies, and was 
refolved, in conjunction with the bifhops, to govern the church by an authority, 
to which he thought himfelf fully intitled, and which he believed abfolutely un
controulable. 

THE King's great aim was to compleat the work, fo happily begun by his fa
ther; to eftablifh di!cipline upon a regular fyftem of canons, to introduce a litur
gy into public worlhip, and to render the ecclefiaftical government of a!J his 
kingdoms intirely regular and unifonn. Some views of policy might move him 
to this undertaking : But the chief motives were derived from miil:aken princi
ples of zeal and confcience. 

Introdu~ion THE canons for eftablil11ing ecclefiaftical jurifdiction were promulgated in 
of the canons 6 d · d b 1 · h ' · h I · r.. and liturgy. I 35; an were receive y. t 1e natiOn, t o wit out muc 1 appeanng oppon-

tion, yet with great inward apprehenfion and difcontent. Men felt difpleafure, 
at feeing the royal authority fo highly exalted by them, and reprefented as abfo. 
lute and uncontroulable. They faw tnefe fpeculative principles reduced to prac
tice, and a whole body of ecclefiaftical laws eftablifhed, without any previous 
confent either of church or ilate : They dreaded., that, by a parity of reafon, like 
arbitrary authority, from like pretences and principles, would be aifumed in civil 
n1atters: 1'hey remarked, that the de.licate boundaries, which feparate church 
and ftate, were already palied, and many civil ordinances eilabliilied by the ca
nons, under pretext of ecclefiaflical inllitutions : And they were apt to deride 
the negligence, with whi"h thefe important editts had been compiled ; when they 
found, that the new liturgy or fervice-book was every where, unrier fevere pe
nalties, enjoyned by them, tho' it had not yet been compofed or publifhed. It 
was, however, foon expet1ed ; and in the reception of ir, as the peoFle are al
ways n1ofl: affected by what is external and expoied to the fenfes, it was appre
hended, that the chief difficulty would confifl:. 

THE liturgy, which the King, from his own authority, impofed on Scotland, 
was copied from that of England : But left a fervile imitation n1ight fnock the 
pride of his antient 1-ingdom, a very few alterations, in order to fave appearan· 
ces, were made in it; and in that ihape it was tranfmitted to the biihops at 
Edinburgh. But the Scotch had uoiverfally entertained a notion, that, tho' 
riches and worldly glory had been fl1ared out to them with a fparing hand, they 
could boaft of fpiritual treafures more abundant and more genuine, than were 
enjoyed by any nation under heaven. Even their fouthern neighbours, th y 
thought, tho' feparated from Rome, fl:ill retained a great tincture of the primi-

tive 
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tive pollution; and their liturgy wns reprefente-1 as a fpecies of mafs, tho, with Chap. IV. 

fome lefs fhow and embroidery. Gre~t prejudices, t 1erefore, were entertained 1637• 

ag inft it, even cor fide red in itfelf; much more, ~hen regarc~ed as a pn~t .. ara-
tive, which was foon to introduce into Scotland all the abominations of popery. 
And as the very few alterations, which diftinguifhed the new liturgy frot1 the 
Englifh, feemed to approach nearer the ' doCtrine of the re~d prefence; this cir
cumfl:ance was deemed an undoubted confirmation of every fufpicion, with which 
the people were pofieifed. 

EAsTER· DAY \Vas, by proclamation, appointed for the firfl: reading of the fer
vice in Edinburgh: But in order to judge more furcly of men's difpofitions, the 
council d ,layed the matter, till the 2 3d of July ; and they even gave not: cc, 
the Sunday befor , of their intention to commence the ufe of the new liturgy. 
As no confiderable fymptoms of di[(:ontent appeared, they thought, that they 
tnight fafe1y proceed in their purpofe; and accordingly, in the cathedral church 
of St. Gyles, the dean or Edinburgh, arrayed in his furplice, began the fervice ; 
the bi!hop hin1felf, and many of the p;ivy council being prefent. But no fooner ETdn.mbu!( a

1
t 

, f m urg 1. had the dean opened the book, ·than a mulntude o the meaneft fort, mofr of 
them women, clapping their hands, curfing, and crying out, .A pope ! a pope J 

antichri.ft! ftone him! raifed fuch a tumult, that it was impoffible to proceed with 
the fervice. The bifhop, mounttng the pulpit, in order to appeafe the popu-
lace, had a frool thrown at Lim : The council were infulted : And it was with 
difficulty, that the m a gift ates w .... re able, partly by authority, pare! y by force, 
to expel the rabble, and to fh ut the doors againft them. The tumult, howe\-;er, 
ibll continued without : Stones vere th own at the doors and windows : And 
whel) the fervice was ended, the biil1op, going home, was attacked, and narrow-
ly efcaptd the hands of the enragt>d multitude. In the afternoon, tht: Lord 
privy feal, becaufe he carried the bifhop in his coach, w. s o pelted with ftones, 
and hooted at Pith execrat'ons, and preffed upon by the eager populace, that, if 
his fervants, with drawn fwords, had not k pt them off, the bifhop bad run the 
utmoft hazard of hi li fe. 

THo' it was violently fufp-:Cte , that the low rabble, who a1one appeared, 
had been infl:igated by fomc of higher conditiOn, yet no proof of it could ever 
be produced ; and every one fpake w· th di(approbat}on of the ]icenti( ufnefs of 
the giddy m ltitude. It was not thought fafe, however, to hazard a new infult 
by any new attempt to re< d the liturgy ; and the populace feemed, for the time, 
to be appeafed and f.1tisfied. But it being known, that the King ftill p~rfevered 
in his intentions of impofing that mode of worfhip, men fortified themfclves fiiU 
farther in their prejudices againft it; an l great multitudes reforted to Edin-

burah3 
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Chap. IV. burgh, in order to oppofe the introduction of fo hated a novelty. It was not 

1 st~~f~a. long before they broke out into the moft violent diforder. The bifhop of Gal
loway was attacked in the fi:reets, and chaced into the chamber, where the privy 
council was fitting. The council itfelf was beGeged and violently attacked: 

163 8. 
~9th of Feb. 

The town-council met with the fame fate : And nothing could have faved the 
lives of all of them, but their application to fome popular lords, who pro~ 
teB:ed them, and difperfed the multitude. In this fedition, the actors were of 
fome better condition than in the former; tho' no body of rank feemed, as yet, 
to countenance them. 

ALL men, however, began to unite and to encourag~ each other, in oppofitiori 
to the religious innovations, introduced into the kingdom. Petitions to the 
council were figned and prefented by perfons of the higheft quaiity: The women 
took party, and, as is ufual, with great violence: The clergy, every where, 
loudly declaimed againft popery and the liturgy, which they reprefented as the 
fame : The pulpits refounded with vehement invectives againft antichri!t : And 
the populace, who firft oppofed the fer vice, was often compared to Balaam's afs, an 
animal, in itfelf, ftupid and fenfelefs, but whofe mouth had been opened by the 
Lord, to the admiration of the whole world. In fhort, fanaticifm mingling with 
faction, private interetl with the fpirit of liberty, fymptoms appeared, on all 
hands, of the moft dangerous infurrection and diforder. 

THE primate, a man of wifdom and n1oderation, who was all along averfe to 
the introduCtion of the liturgy, reprefented to the King the ftate of the nation: 
The Earl of Traquaire, Lord treafurer, fet out for London, in order to lay the 
matter more fully before him : Every circumftance, whether the condition of Eng
land or of Scotland was confidered, fhould have engaged him to defifi: from fo 
hazardous an attempt : Yet was Charles inflexible. In his w hp le conduCt of this 
affair, there appeared no marks of the good fenfe, wi ch which he was undoubtedly 
.endowed : A lively inftance of that fpecies of character, fo frequently to be met 
with; where there are found parts and judgment in every dikourfe and opinion; 
in many aCt:ions, ind ifcretion and imprudence. Men's views of things are the 
refu]t of their underftanding alone: Their conduCt is regulated by their under· 
ftanding, their temper, and their paffions. 

/ 

'To fo violent a combination of a whole kingdom, Charles had nothing to 
oppofe but a proclamation ; in which he pardoned all paft offences, and exhorted 
the people to be more obedient for the future, and to fubmit peaceably to the ufe 
of the litu : gy. This proc!Jmation was inftantly encountered with a public pro
tdbtion, preitnted by the Earl of Ii.ume and -'ord Lindefey: And this was 

the 
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11e firft time, that men of quality had appeared in any violent aCl: of oppofition. 
But this proved a crifis. The infurrection, which had been advancing by a gra· 
dual and flow progrefs, now blazed out at once. No diforder, however, attend-
·cd it. On the contrary, a new order immediately took place. Four tab!es, as 
they were called, were formed in Edinburgh. One confifred of nobility, ano
ther of gentry, a third of minifters, a fourth of burgeffes. The table of 
gentry was divided into many fubordinate tables, according to their different 
counties. In the hands of the four tables, the whole authority of the kingdom 
was placed. Orders were iifued by them, and every where obeyed, with the ut
n1ofr regularity. And among the firil aCls of their government was the produc
tion of the CovENANT. 

Chap. rv. 
I6J3. 

THIS famous covenant confifred firft of a renunciation of popery, formerly Thecoven, 

figned by J ames in his youth, and compofed of many invectives, fitted to in-
flame the minds of men againfl: their fellow creatures, whom heaven has enjoined 
.them to cherifh and to love. There followed a bond of union, by which the 
fubfcribers obliged themfelves to refifr religious innovations, and to defend each 
other againfl: a 1 oppofition whatever: And all this, for the greater glory of God, 
and the greater honour and advantage of their king and country. All ranks 
and conditions, all a_ges and fexcs, flocked to the fubfcription of this covenant : 
Few, in their judgment, difapproved of it; and fl:ill fewer dared openly to con
demn it. The .King's minifl:ers and counfellors themfelves were, moll: of them, 
feized by the general contagion. And none but rebels to God, and traitors to 
their country, it was thought, would withdraw themfelves from fo falutary and 

fo pious .a combination. 
THE treacherous, the cruel, the unrelenting Philip, accompanied with all th 

,terrors of a Spani fh inquifi.tion, was fcarctl y, during the preceding century, op 4 

.pofed in the Low Countries with more determined fury, than wa~ now, by tl 
Scotch, the mild, the humane Charles, attended with his inoffenfive l1turgy. 

THE King began to apprehend the confequences. l-Ie fent the IVTarquefs of Jun . 
I-Iamilton, as commifiioner, with authori-ty to treat with the covenanters. He 
required the covenant to be renounced and recalled : And he thought, that on 
.his part he had made very fatisfaB:ory conceffions, when he offered to fufpend 
the canons and the liturgy, till, in a fair and legal way, they could be received· 
and fo to model the high commiffion, that it fhould no longer give offence to 
his fubjrcts. Such general declarations could not well give content to any, 
much lefs to thofe who carried fo much higher their pretenfions. The covenan· 
ters found thernfelves feconded by the zeal of the whole nation. Above fixty 
.thoufand people were affembled in a tumultuous manner about Edinburgh. 

V or... I. F f Charle 
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17th of Sep. 
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Charles poffeffea no regular forces in either of his kingdoms. And the difcontents in. England, tho' fecret, were believed fo violent, that the King, it was thought, would find it very difficult to employ in fuch a caufe the power of that nation. The more, therefore, the popular le,1ders in Scotland confidered their fituation, the lefs apprehen!ions did they entertain of royal power, and the more rigoroufiy did they infift on intire fat isfaB:ion. In anfwer to Hamilton's demand of renouncing the covenant, they plainly told him, that they would fooner renounce their baptifm : And th~ minifters invited the commiffioner himfelf to fubfcribe it; by informing him, " With what peace and comfort it had filled the " hearts of all God's people; what refolutions and beginnings of reformation of " manners were fen!ibly perceived in all parts of the nation, above any meafure " they had ever before foun::l or could have e}fpeCted ; how great glory the " Lord had received thereby, and what confidence they had, that God would " make Scotlaud a bleffed kingdom.'' 

HAMILTON returned to London: Made another fruitlefs journey, with new conceffions, to Edinburgh : Returned again to London ; and was immediately fent back with frill more fatisfactory conceffions. The King was now willing intirely to abolifh the canons, the liturgy, and the high commiffion-court. He was even refolved to limit extremely the power of the bifhops, and was content, if, on any terms, he could retain that order in the church of Scotland. And to enfure all thefe gracious offers, he gave Hamilton authority to fummon firfl: an affembly, then a parliament, where every national grievance might be redreffed and remedied. Thefe fucceffive conceffions of the King, which yet came fiill fhort of the rifing demands of the malecontents, difcovered his own weaknefs, encouraged their infolence, and gave no fatisfaB:ion. The offer, however, of an ~ffembly and a parliament, in which they expected to be intirely mail:ers, was very willingly embraced by all the covenanters. 
CHARLES, perceiving what advantage his enemies had reaped from their covenant, refolved to have a covenant on his fide ; and he ordered one to be drawn tlp for that purpofe. It confifl:ed of the fame violent renunciation of popery above-mentioned; which, tho' the King did not approve of it, he thought it fafeft to adopt, in order to remove all the fufpicions, entertained againft him. As the covenanters, in their bond of mutual defence againft all oppofition, had been careful not to except the King ; Charles had formed a bond, which was annexed to thi~ renunciation, and which expreffed the fubfcribers duty and loyalty to his Majefty. But the covenanters, perceiving, that this new covenant was only meant to weaken and c}ivide them, re:eived it with the utmoft fcorn and detefiation. 

And 
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And without delay, they proceeded to the modelling the future affembly from Chap. IV. 

which fuch great atchievements were expected. 1638• 

THE genius of that religion, which prevail~d in Scotland, and which, every A genera 

day, was fecretly gaining ground in England, was far from inculcating deference affembly. 

and fubmiffion to the ecclefiaftics, merely as [iJCh : Or rather, by nourifhing in 
every individual, the highe(l: rapture~ and exta!ies of devoti9n, it confecrated, in 
a manner, ever.y individual, and, in his own eyes, beftowed a character on him:. 
much fuperior to what forms and ceremonious infritutions could alone confer. 
The clergy of Scotland, tho' fuch tumult was excited about religious woriliip 
and difcipline, were both poor, and in fmall numbers; nor are they, in gene-
ral, to be confidered, at leaft in the beginn:ng, as the ringleaders of the fedi ... 
tion, which was raifed on their account. On the contrary, the laity, appre
hending, from feveral inftances, which occur.ed, a fpirit of moderation in that 
order, refolved to domineer intirely in the afembly, which was fummoned, and 
to hurry on the ecclefiaftics by the fame furious zeal, with which they were them-
felves tranfported. 

IT had been ufual, before the eftabli!hment of prelacy, for each prefbytery 
to fend to the affembly, be!ides two or three mini!l:ers, one lay-commiffioner; 
and, as all the burroughs and univerfities fent likewife commifiioners, the lay
members, in that eccle!ia!l:ical court, very nearly equCl_lled the ecclefia!l:ics. Not 
only this infl:itution, which James, apprehenfive of zeal in the laity, had abolifhed, 
was now revived by the covenanters : They alro introduced an innovation, which 
ferved frill farther to reduce the clergy to fubj~Cl:ion. By an edict of the tables, 
whofe authority was fupreme, an elder, from each pariili, was ordered to at
tend the prefbytery, and to give his vote in the choice both of the commiffioners 
and mini!l:ers, who lhould be deputed to the aJfembly. As it is not ufual for the 
rninifters, who are put in the lift of candidat~s, to claim a vote, the whole elec
tions, by that means, fell into the hands of t1e laity : The moft furious of all 
ranks :were chofen : And the more to overave the clergy, a new device was 
fallen upon, of chu!ing, to every commiffion~r, four or five lay-affeffors, who, 
tho' they could have no vote, yet might interpofe with their counfel and autho
rity in the a£fembly. 

THE affembly met at Ghfgow: And, be fides an infinite concourfe of people, zxft of Nov. 

all the nobility and gentry of any family or intereft were prefent, either as mem-
bers, affeffors, or fpectators; and it was apparent, that the refolutions, taken by 
the covenanters, could here meet \Vith no manner of oppo!ition. A firm deter .. 
mination had been entered into, of utterly ab)litl1ing epifcopacy ; and as a pre-
parative to it, t1 ere was la· d before the prefi,ytery of Edinburgh, and folemnly 

F f 2 read 
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·Chap. IV. read in all tlie chur~h€s of the kingdom, an accufation againfl:: the bifhops, as 1638• guilty, all ot them, of herefy, fimony, bribery, perjury, cheating, inceft, adul-· tery, fornication, common [wearing, drunkennefs, gaming, breach of the fab

bath, and every other crime, which had occurred to the accufers. The biil10pJ 
fent a protefl:, dec::lming the authority of the affembly ;. the commiffioner too 
protefted againit that court, as il1egally conftituted and elected; and, in his l\1a· 
jefty's name, diffolved it. This meafure was forefeen, and little regarded. The 
court ftill continued to fit, and to finiih their bufinefs. 'I' he whole aCts of a!Tembly, 
fince the acceffion of J ames to the crown of England, were, upon pretty reafon
able grounds, declared null and invaEd. The acts of parliament, which affeCted 
ecclefiaftical affairs, were fuppofed, .on that very account, to ·have no manner of 

f :pitcopacy authority. i\nd thus cpifcopacy, the high-commiffion, the articles of Perth, aboliihed. the canons, and the liturgy, were aboldhed and declared unlawful: And the 
whole fabric, which James and Charles, in a long courfe of years, had been 
rearing with fo much care and policy, fell at once to the ground. The cove.: 
nant likewife· was ordered to be. figned by every one, under pain of excon1mu-· 
nication . . 

THE independence of the ecclefiaftical upon the civil" power was the old pref..;~ byterian principle, which had been zealouily adopted at the reformation, an 1 which, tho' J ames and Charles had obliged the church publicly to difclaim it; . had fecretly been adhered to by all ranks of peop!e. It was commonly a:lked, . 
whether Chrift or the King was fuperior : . And as the anfwer feemed obvious, 
it was inferred, that the affembly, being Chrift' s council, was fuperior, in 
all fpiritual matters, to the parliarnent, which was only the· King's. But as . 
the covenanters were fenfible, that this confequence, tho' it feemed to them 
irrefragable, wouid not be affented to by the King; it became requifite to main• .s639· tain their religious tenets by military force, and not to trufr intirely to fuper-· 
natural affiftance~ of which, however, they held themfelves well affured. They 
cafr their eyes on all . fides, abroad and at home, whence'"ever~ they could :expect · 
any aid or fupport. 

AF-TER France and Holland had e'ntered into a league againft Spain, and framed a treaty of partition~ by which they were to conquer and to divide be
tween them the lowrcountry-provinces, England was invited to· preferve a neutrality between the contending parties, while the French and Dutch fhould at.;. tack the maritime towns of Flanders. But the King replied to d'Eftrades, the· 
French ·ambaffador, who opened the propofal, that he had a fquadron ready, 
and would crofs the feas, if neceffary, with an army of 1 s,ooo men, in or
der to prevent thefe projected conquefts. T.his anfwer, which proves, that:' 

Charles, ~ 
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Earles, tho' he expreifed his mind with an imprudent candor, had, at lafr,. Chap. IV · 

h 1639• 
acquired a jufi: idea of national intereft, irritated extremely Cardinal Ric elieu ;· 
and in revenge, that politic and enterprizing minifter carefully fomented the 
firft commotions in Scotland, and fecretly fupplied the covenanters with: 
n1oney and arm~, in or'"1er to fortify them in their oppofition-againft their
fovercign, 

BuT the chief refource of the Scotch· malecontents, was in themfelves; and in· 
their own vigour and ability. No regu~ar eftablifhcd commonwealth could take 
jufter meafures, or execute them with greater promptitude, than did this tumul
tuous combination, inflamed with bigotry for religious trifles, and faCtion with
out a reafonable object. The ''hole kingdom was, in a manner, 'engaged ; and• 
the men of greateft ability, foon acquired the afccndant, which their fan,ily-in
tereft enabled them to maintain. The Earl of Argy,le, tho' he long feemed to 
temporize, had; at ]aft, embraced the covenant; and he became the chief leader 
of that party: A man equally fupple and inflexible, cautious and determined>. 
and entirely qualified to make a figure during a faCtious and turbulent period. 
The Earls of Rothes, Caffils, Montrofe, Lothian, the Lords Lindefey, Loud on, . 
Yefter, Balmerino, difringui1hed themfelves in tnat party. Many Scotch officers -
had acquired reputation in rhe German wars, partioularly under Guftavus ; and \Var: 

theie were invited over to allift' their countr.y in her prefent neceffity. .The com
mand was entrufted to Leily, a foldier of experience and ability. Forces were 
regularly inlifred and difciplined. Arms were commiffioned and imported from 
foreign countries. .li few caftles, wnich belonged to the King, being unprovided 
of victuals, ammunition, and garrifons, were foon feized. And the whole 
country, except a fmall part,. where the Marquefs of Huntley !till adhered to 
the King, being in the covenanters hands, was, in a very little time, put into a 

tolerable pofture of defence. 

THE fort~fications of Leith were begun and carried ' on with great rapidity, 
Be fides the inferior fort, and thofe who laboured for pay, incredible numbers of 
volunteers, even noblemen and gentlemen, put their hand to the work, and 
deemed the moft abjeCl: employment to be dignified by the fanCl:ity of the caufe. 
Women too, of rank and condition, forgetting the delicacy of their fex, and the · 
decorum of their character, were intermingled with the loweft rabble ; 'and car
ried, on their fhoulders, the rubbilb, requifite for corn pleating. the ~onifications *. 

WE muft not omit another auxiliary of the covenanters, and no inconfidera-
ble one ; a prophetefs, who was much followed and admired by all tanks of peo- · 
nle. Her name was Michelfon, a woman full of whimfies, P.artly hyfterical, 

p ftl 1
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partly religious; and inflamed with a zealous concern for the ecclefiaftical difci
pline of the prcfbyterians. She fpoke on]y at certain times, and had often inter
ruptions of days and weeks : But when fhe began to renew her ecftafies, warn
ing of the happy event was conveyed over the whole country, thoufands crowd
ed about her houfe, and every word, which !he uttered, was received with vene
ration, as the moft facred oracles. The covenant was her P.erpetual theme. 
,.rhe true, genuine covenant, fhe faid, was ratified in heaven : The King's cove
nant was an invention of Satan : When lhe fpoke of Chrift, !he commonly 
called him by the name of the covenanting Jefus. Rollo, a popuhr preacher, 
and zealous covenanter, was her great favourite; and payed her, on his part, no 
Je(s veneration. Being defired by the fpetl:ators to pray with her, and fpeak to 
her, he anfwered ; " That he durft not, and that it would be ill manners in him 
'' to fpeak, while his mafter Chrift was fpeaking in her*." 

CHARLES had agreed to reduce epifcopal authority fo much, that it would no 
longer have been of any fervice to fupport the crown ; and this facrifice of his 
own intereft he was willing to make, in order to obtain public peace and tran
quillity. But he could not confent entirely to aboli!h an order, which he efteem
ed as effential to the being of a chrifl:ian church, as his fcotch fubjeB:s thought 
it incompatible with that facred inftitution. The narrownefs of mind, if we· 
would be impartial, we muft either blJme or ·excufe equally on both fides ; and 
thereby anticipate, by a little refleCtion, that judgment, which time, by intro
ducing new fubjeets of controverfy, will undoubtedly render quite familiar tu 
pofterity. , 

So great was Charles's averfion to violent and fanguinary meafures, and fo 
ftrong hi5 affeCtion to his native kingdom, that, it is probable, the conteft in 
his breaft would be nearly equal between thefe laudable paffions, and his attach
ment to the hierarchy. The latter affeB:ion, however, prevailed for the time, 
and made him haften thofe n1ilitary preparations, which he had projeB:ed for 
fubduing the refractory fpirit of the Scotch nation. By regular oeconomy, he 
Had not only payed all the debts contraCted during the Spani1h and French wars; 
but had amaffed a fum of 2oo,ooo pounds, which he referved for any fudden 
exigency. The ~1een had great intereft with the catholics, both from the fym
pathy of religion, and from the favours and indulgences, which lhe had been able 
to procure them. She now employed her credit, and perfuaded them, that it was 
reafonable to give large contributions, as a mark of their duty to the King, 
during this urgent neceffity. 'A confiderable fupply was gained by this means; to 
the great fcandal of the puritans, who were mightily offended at feeing the King 

on 
* King's dedaration at large ; Burn et's Memoirs of Hamilton. 
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on fuch good terms with the papifts, and repined, that others fhoulcl give what Chap IV. 
1039· they themfelves were difpofed to ref re him. 

CHARLEs's fleet was formidab:e and well fupplied. Having put 5000 land
forces on board, he entrufl:~d it to the Marquefs of I-Iamilton, who had orders to 
fail to the frith of Forth, and to caufe a diverfion in the forces of the malecon
tents. An army was levied of near 2o,ooo foot, and above 3000 horfe, and 
was put under the command of the Earl of Arundel, a Nobleman of great fa
mily, but celebrated neither for military nor political abilities. The Earl of 
Effex, a man of ftrict honour, and extremely popular, efpecially among the fol
diery, was appointed lieutenant-general : The Earl of Holland was general of 
the horfe. The King himfelf joined the army, and he fummoned all the peers 
of England to attend him. The whole had the appearance of a fplendid court, 29th ofMayl 
rather that of a military armament; and ifi this fituation, carrying more fhow 
than real force with it, the camp arrived at Berwick. 

THE Scotch army was as numerous as that of the King, but inferior in caval
ry : The officers had more reputation and experience ; and the foldiers, tho' un
difciplined and ill armed, were animated, as well by the national averfion to Eng
land and the dread of becoming a province to their old enemy, as by an unfm
mountable fervour of religion. The pulpits had extremely affifi:ed the officers in 
levying recruits, and had thundered out anathem:s upon all thofe who went not 
out to a.f!zfl the Lord againft the mighty. :Yet fo prudent were the leaders of the 
malecontents, that they immediately fent very fubmiffive meffages to the King~ 
and craved leave to be admitted to a treaty. 

CHA!tLES knew, that the force of the covenanters was confiderable, their fpi
rits high, their zeal furious ; and as they were not yet daunted by any ill fuccefs, 
no reafonable terms could be expeCted from them. With regard therefore to a 
treaty, great difficulties occurred on both fides. Should he fubmit to the preten
fions of the malecontents ; befides that the prelacy mufi: be facrificed to their re
ligious prejudices; fuch a check would be given to regal authority, which had, 
very lately, and with much difficulty, been thoroughly eftablifhed in Scotland,. 
that he mufi: expect, for ever after, to retain, in that kingdom, no more than the 
appearance of majefi:y. The great men, having proved, by fo fenfible a trial, 
the impotence of law and prerogative, would return to their former licentiouf
nefs: ):'he preachers would retain their innate arrogance : And the people, unpro
tected by juftice, would recognize no other authority, than that which they 
found ·to domineer over them. England alfo, it was much to be feared, would 
imitate fo bad an example ; and having already a ftrong propenfity towards re
publican and puritanical factions, would expeCt, by the fame feditious praClices,._ 

t() 
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ito attain the fame indulgence. To advance fo far, without bringing the rebels ttt 

.a total fubmiffion, at leaft to reafonable conceffions, was to promife them, in all 
:futtire time, an impunity for rebellion. 

ON the other hand, Charles confidered, that Scotland was never before, under 
any of his anceftors, fo united, and fo animated in its own defence; and yet 
had often been able to foil or eluJe the force of 'England, combined heartily in 
one caufe, and enured by long practice to the ufe of arms. How much greater 
difficulty woula he find, at prefent, to fubdue by viol~nce a people, enflamed 

· with religious pi·ejudices ; while he could only oppofe to them a nation, ener
vated by long peace, and lukewarm in his fervice; or what was more to be 
feared, many of them engaged in the fame party with the enen1y. Should the 
·War be only protracted beyond a fummer ; (and who could expect to finifh it in 
that period ? ) his treafure would fail him, and, for fupply, he mu([ have recourfe 
to an Engliih parliament, whom, by fatal experience, he had ever found more 
ready to encroach on the prerogatives, than to aid the neceffities, of the crown. 
And what .if he receive a defeat from the rebel army? This misfortune was far 
from im.poffible. They were engaged in a national caufe, and ftrongly aCtuated 
by n1~ft~ken .principles. His army was retained entirely by pay, and looked 
!on the quarrel with the fame indifference, which naturally belqngs to mercenary 
troops, without poffeffing the difcipline, by which fuch troops are commonly di
.fl:ingui!hed. And the confequences of a defear, while Scotland was enraged 
and England difcontentedJ were fo dreadful, that no motive fl1ould pcrfuade him 
to venture .it. 

IT is ev,ident, that Charles, by mifrak.es and overGghts, had brought himfelf 
.to fuch a Gtuation, that, whatever fide he embraced, his errors mufr be danger
ous: No wonder, therefore, he was in great perplexity. But he did infinitely 
worfe, than embrace the worft party: For, properly fpeakio g, he embraced no 
party at all. l-Ie concluded a fudden pacifiquio11, in w hi eh it was !l:ipulated, That: 
he fhould withdraw his fleet and army ; thar, within eight and forty hours, tbe 
Scotch fhould difmifs their forces ; that the King's forts ihould be rcfrored to 

· him ; his authority acknowleged; and a general affembly and a parliament be 
immediately fummoned, in order to compofe all differences. What were the 
reafons, which engaged the King to adm:t fuch ftrange articles of peace, it !sin 

vain to enquire: For there coul.d be _none.. J .he caufes of t.hat event may ad m it 
of a more eafy explication. 

THE malecontents had been very induftrious, .in reprefendng -to the Englilh, 
the grievance~, under which Scotland laboured, and the ill councils, which had 
.been fuggefted to their fovereign. Their _liberties, they fa.id, wer.e invaded : 

. Th~ 
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The prerogatives of the crown e~tended beyond all former precedent: Illegal Chap. nr. 
·courts erected : The hierarchy exalted at the expence of national privileges : 16 

And fo many new fuperftitions introduced by the haughty tyrannical prelates, as 
begot a jufl: fufpicion, that a projett was ferioui1y formed for the reftoration of 
popery. The King's conduct, furely, in Scotland, had been, in every thing, ex· 
cept in eftablirhing the ecclefiaftical canons, more legal and juftifiable, than in 
England; yet was there fuch a general refemblance in the complaints of both 
kingdoms, that the Engliih readily affented to all the reprefentations of the 

Scotch malecontents, and believed that nation to have been driven, by oppref-
fion, into the violent councils, which they had embr~ced. So far, therefore~ 

from being willing to fecond the King in fubduing the free fpirits of the Scotch; 
they rather pitied that unhappy people, who had been reduced to thofe extremi .. 
ties: And they thought, that the example ·of fuch neighbours, as well as their 
affifrance, might, fome time, be advantageous to England, and encourage her t() 

recover, by a vigorous effort, her violated laws and 1 berties. The gentry and 
nobility, who, without attachment to the court, without command in the army, 

attended in great numbers the Englifh ·camp, greedily feized, and propagated, 

and gave authority to thefe fentiments : A retreat, very little honourable, which 
the Earl of Holland, with a confiderable detachment of the Engliih forces, had 

made before a detachment of the Scotch, caufed all thefe humours to blaze up 

at once: And the King, whofe character was not fufficiently vigorous nor deci~ 

five, and who was apt, from facility, to embrace hafty councils, fuddenly 
.a.m~nted to a meafure, which was recommended by all about him, and whiclt 

fc.tvoured his natural propenfion towards the milguided fi1bjeCl:s of his native . 

kingdom. I 

CHARLEs, having fo far advanced in pacific mcafures, ought, with a fteddy 
refo.lution, to have profecuted them, and have fubmitted to every tolerable con .. 
~ition, demanded by the afTembi y and parliament ; nor ihould he have recom
menced hoflilities, but on account of fuch enormous and unexpeCted pretenfions, 

as would have j uftified his caufe, if poffible, to the whole Engli!h nation. So 
far, indeed, he adopted this plan, that he agreed, not only to confirm his former 

· conceffions~ of abrogating the canons, the liturgy, the high commiffion, and the 
articles of Perth ; but alfo to aboli!h the order itfelf of bifhops, for which he had 
fo zealouily contended. But this conceffion was gained by the utmoft violence, 

which he could impofe on his difpofition and prejudices : He even fecretly re
tained an intention of feizing favourable opportunities, in order to recover the 

round, which h ... had 1oft: And one ftep farther he could not prevail with him-
VoL. I. G g felf 
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Chap. IV. felf to advance. The affembly, when it met, payed not due deference to tL~ · 

Aug~~~i; th. King's prepoffeffions, bu: gave full indulgence to their own. ~h.ey voted epif~ 
copacy to be unlawful In the church of Scotland: He was w1lhng to allow it 
contrary to the conftitutions of that church. They ftigmatifed the liturgy and _ 
canons, as popi!h: l-Ie agreed fimply to abolifh them. They denominated the 
J1igh commiffion, tyranny: He was content to fet it afide. The parliament, 
which fat aftfr the affembly, advanced pretenfions, which tended to diminifh the 
civil power of the monarch ; and what probably affected Charles much more, 
they were proceeding to ratify the atts of affembly, when, by the King's in Cl ruc
tions, Traquaire, the commiffioner, prorogued them. And on account of thefe · 

·~arrenewed •. cJaims, which mrght eafily have been forefeen, was the war renewed; with great 
advantages on the fide of the co.venanters,, and difadvantages on that of the 
•King. 

164-o. 

April i3th. 

-+th Engli!h 
p;.~.rliament. 

No fooncr had Charles concluded the pacification without conditions, than the · 
neceffity of his affairs, and his want of money, obliged him to difband his army ; 
and, as' they had been held together fole1y by mercenary views, it was not 
poffible, without great trouble, and expence, and lofs of time, again to affem
ble them. The more prudent covenanters had concluded, that their pretenfions 
being fo contrary to the interefl:, and frill more to the inclinations, of the King, 
it was likely, that they would again be obliged to fupport their caufe by arms; 
and they were therefore careful, in difmiffing their troops, to preferve nothing 
but the appearance of a pacific di(pofition. The officers had orders to be ready 
on the fir fr. fummon.s : The foldiers, were warned not to think the nation fecur.e 
from an Englifh _invafion : And the religious zeal, which animated all ranks 
of men, made them immediately fly to their ftandards, fo foon as the trumpet 
was founded by their fpiritual and temporal leaders. The credit, which, in 
their laft expedition, they had acquired, by obliging their fovereign to depart 
from all his pretenfions,. gave courage to every one, in undertaking this new, 
enterprize. 

THE King, with great difficulty, made iliift·to draw together an army: But 
foon found, that, all favings being gone, and great debts contracted, his reve
nues would be infufficient to fupport them. .An Englifh parliament, therefore, 
formerly. fo .unkind and intractable, muft now, after above eleven years intermif
fion, after trying many irregular methods of taxation, after multiplied difgufts , 
given to the puritanical party, be fummoned to affemble, amidft the moft p,ref-: 
fing necdiities of the crown. 
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THE Earl of Traquaire, had intercepted a letter, wrote to the King of France 
y the Scotch malecontents ; and had conveyed this letter to the King. Charles, 

partly repenting of the large conceffions which he had made to the Scotch, part
ly difgufted at their frefh infolences and pretenfions, feized this opportunity of 
breaking with them. He had thrown ir.to the Tower, the Lord Loudon, com
rniffioner from the covenanters ; one of the perfons who had figned the treafon
able letter : And he now laid the matter before the parliament, whom he hoped 
to inflame by the refentment, and alarm by the danger, of this application to a 
foreign power. By the mouth of the Lord keeper, Finch, he difcovered his 
:wants, and informed them, that he had been able to affemble his army, and to 
fubfift them, not by any revenue which he poffeffed, but by means of a large 
debt of above 3oo,ooo pounds, which he had contraCl:ed, and for which he 
had given fecurity upon the crown-lands. He reprefented, That it was necef
fary to grant fupplies for the immediate and urgent demands of his military ar
maments: That the feafon was far advanced, the time precious, and none of it 
n1uft be loft in deliberation: That tho' his coffers were empty, they had not 
been exhaufted by unneceffary pomp, or fumptuous buildings, or any other kind 
of magnificence : That whatever fupplies had been levied from his fubjects, had 
been employed for their advantage and prefervation~ and like vapors riling out 
of the earth, and gathered into a cloud, had fallen in fweet and refrefhing ihow
ers on the fame fields from which they had, at firft, been exhaled : That tho' 
he defired fuch immediate affiftance as might prevent, for the time, a total dif· 
order in the government, he was far from any intention of precluding them of 
heir right to inquire into th~ ftate of the kingdom, and to offer him petitions 

for the redrefs of their grievances : Thlt as much as was poffibJe of this feafon 
fhould be afterwards allowed them for that purpofe : That as he expeCted only 
fuch ft~pply at prefent as the current fervice neceifari:y required, it would be .re
quifite to affemble then1 again next winter, when they fhould have full leifure to 
conclude whatever bnfinefs had, this feafon, been left imperfect and unfinifhed : 
·That the parliament of Ireland had twice put fuch truft in his good intentions 
as to grant him, in the beginning of the feffion, a very large fupply, and had 
ever experienced good effects from the confidence repofed in him : And that, in 
.every circumftance_, his people ihould find his conduct fuirable to a ju!t, pious, 
flnd gracious King, and fuch as was calculated to promote an in tire harmony be· 
.twecn prince and parliament. 

HowEVER plaufible thefe topics, they made fmall impreffion on the houfe of 
f.Ommons. By fome illegal, and feveral fufpicious and imprudent meafures of 
.the crown, and by the courageous oppofition, which particular perfons, ~midft 

G g 2 <!angers 
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dangers n.nd hard!hips, had m~Ale to them; the minds of men, throughout' tHe· 
nation, had taken fuch a turn as to afcribe every honour to the refractory oppo
fers of the King and the minifters. Thefe were the only patriots, the only lovers 
of their country, the only heroes, and, pe;-haps too, the only true. chrifi:ians. 
A reafonable compliance with the court, was ftavi!h dependance ;. a regard to the 
King, fervile. flattery; a confidence in his promifes, iliameful proftitution. This 
general cafi: of thought, which has, more or lefs, prevailed in England, during 
nea.r a century and a half~ and which has been the caufe of much good and 
much iil in public affairs, never predominated more than during the reign of 
Charles. The prefent houfe of commons, being compofed intirely of country ... 
gentlemen, who came into parlian1ent with all their native prejudices about them~ 
(Ould not fail to contain a majority of thefe fiubborn patriots. 

AFF AlRS likewife, by xneans of the Scotch infurreC1:ion, and the general dif~ 
contents in England, were drawing fo near a crifis, that the leaders of the houfe, 
fagacious and penetrating, cegan to forefee the confequences, and to hope, thac: 
the time, fo long wi!hed for,. was- now come, when royal authority mull: fall into a\ 

total fubordination to popular a!femblies, and when public liberty muft acquire 
a full afcendant. By reducing the crown to neceflities, they had hitherto found,, 
that tne Ki-ng had been puil1ed into violent councils, which had ferved extremely: 
the purpofes of his adver{aries: And by multiplying thefe neceffities, it was fore~ 
feen, that his prerogative, undern1ined on all fides, muf't, at laft, be overthrown,t 
and be no longer dangerous to the privileges of the people. Whatever, therefore, 
tended to compofe the differences between King and parliament, and to preferve 
the government uniformly in its prefent channel, was zealoufly oppofed by thefe 
popular leaders ; and their paft conduct and fufferings gave them credit fufficient 
to effect all their purpofes. 

,T1s the fituation which decides chiefly of the fortunes and characters of men.~ 

The King, it muft be owned, tho' praifeworthy in many refpeC1:s, was not endowed 
with that mafterly genius, which might enable hiln to obferve, in their infancy, 
the <:hanges that arofe in national manners, and know how to accommodate his 
conduct to them. He had not perceived, that his befi policy was not, by oppo
btion, much lefs by invafions' and encroachments, to enrage the republican fpirit 

of the people ; but that he ought,. by gently departing from fome branches of 
his hereditary authority, to endeavour, as far as poffible, to preferve the reft 
from the inroads of his jealous fubjeEts. Still tenacious of his prerogative, he 
found, that he could not preferve the oH:l claims of the crown without alfuming 
new ones: A principle fimilar to that which many of his fubjeCl:s feen1 to hav~ 
formed with regard to the liberties of the people~ 
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I-J! houfe of commons, therefore, moved by thefe and many other obvious 
reafons, inftead of taking notke of the King's complaints againft his Scotch fub
jetls, or Lis applications for fu.pply, entered i-mmediately upon grievances; and 
a fpeech, which Py .n made them on that fubjecr, was much more hearkened to, 
than that which the Lord keeper had delivered them in the name of their f~:>Vereign. 
The fubjeCl: of Prynn's harangue has been fufficiently explained above; where we 

gave an account of aB the brievances, imaginary in the church, more 1 eal in the 
fiate, of which the nation, at that time, fo loudly complaineJ. The houfe be
gan with exa-mining the behaviour of the fpeaker the laft day of t~e former par
liament; vhen he rcfufcd, on account of the K.ing's command, to put the quef:· 
tion : And they declared it a breach of privilege. They proceeded next to en ... 
quire into the imprifonment and prof~cution of Sir John Elliot, Hollis, and Va

lentine : The afiair of fl1ip-money was canvaffed : And plentiful fubjeB: of in
quiry was fuggefl:ed on all hands. Grievances were regularly claffed under three 
heads ; thofe with regard to the privileges of parliament, the property of the 
fuhjeB:, and religion. The King, feeing a large and inexhaufl:ible field opened, 
preffed then1 again for fupply ; and finding his meffage ineffectual, he came tO' 
the houfe of peers, and del1red their good offices with the commons. The peers 
were very (enfible of the King's urgent neceffities ; and thought, that fupplies, on 
this occafion, ought, both in reafon and in decency, to go before grievances. They 
ventured to reprefent their fenfe of the matter to the commons ; but their inter
t:effion did harm. The commons had ahyays claimed, as their peculiar province~ 
he granting fupp1ies ; and, tho' the peers had gone no farther than offering ad

vice, they immediately thought proper to vote fo unufual and ·unprecedented an 
· nterpofition to be a breach of privilege. Charles, in order to bring the matter of 
fupply to fome iffue, follicited the houfe with new meffages : And finding, that · 
the bufinefs of iliip-money gave great alarm and difgufl: ; befides informing them~ 
that he never intended to make a conftant revenue of it, that all the money le
vied had been regularly, with other great fun1s, expended on equipping the navy; 
he now went fo far as to offer them Intirely to aboli!h that impofition, by any law 
which the commons !hould think proper to prefent to him. In return, he afked. 
only for his urgent neceffities, a fupply of twelve fubfid!es, about 6oo,ooo pounds, 
and that payable in three years; but, at the fame time, he let them know, that, 
confidering the fituation of his affairs, a delay would be equivalent to a denial. 
The King, tho' the majonty was againft him, never had more friends in any 
houfe of commons; and the debate was carried on for two days, with great zeal 
nd warmth on both fides. - - - -

l:r 
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IT was urged by the partizans of the court, That the happieft occafion, whid1 
the fondeft willies could fuggeft, was now prefented, of compofing all difgufh 
and jealoufies between King and people, and of reconciling their fovereign, for 
.ever, to the ufe of parliaments. That if they, on their part, laid a fide all enor
mous claims and pretenfions, and provided, in a reafonable manner, for the pub-
lic neceffities; they needed entertain no fufpicion of any infatiable ambition or 
illegal ufurpation in the crown. That tho' due regard had not always been paid, 

~during this reign, to the rights of the people, yet no invafion of them had been 
.altogether delioerate and voluntary; much lefs, the refult of wanton tyranny and 
injuftice; and ftill lefs, of a formed defign to fubvert the conftitution. That to 
·repofe a reaionable confidence in the King, and generoufly fupply his prefent 
wants, which proceeded neither from prodigality nor mifconduct, would be the 
-true way to gain on his generous nature, and to extort, by a gentle violence, 
fuch conceffions as were requifite for the eftablilhment of public liberty. That 
·he had promifed, not only on the word of. a prince, but alfo on that of a gen
tlem3n (the expreffion which he had been pleafed to ufe) that, after the fupply 
was granted, the parliament fhould ftill have liberty to continue their delibera
.tions : Could it be fufpected~ that any man, any prince, much lefs fuch a one, 
whofe word was, as yet, facred and inviolate, would, for fo fmall a motive, forfeit 
his honour, and, with it, all future truft and confidence, by breaking a promife, 
fo public and fo folemn ? That even if the parliament fhould be deceived in re· 
pofing this confidence in him, they neither loft any thing, nor incurred any 
danger; fince it was evidently neceffary, for the fecurity of public peace, to 
fupply him with money, in order to fupprels the Scotch rebellion. That he had 
fo far fuited his firft demands to their prejudices, that he only afked a fupply for 
a few months, and was willing, after fo fhort a truft, to fail again into depen
dance, and to truft them for his farther fupport and fubuftence. That ·if he 
now feerned to defire fomething farther, he alfo made them, in return, a con
fiderable offer, and was willing, for the future, to depend on them for a revenue, 
which was quite requifite for public honour ·and fecurity. T)1at the nature of 
the Englifh conftitution fuppofed a mutual confidence between king and parlia
ment : And if they fhould refufe it on their part, efpecially with circumftances 
of fuch outrage and indignity; what could be expected but a total di!folution of 
government, and violent factions, followed by the moft dangerous conv~1lfions 
.and inteftine diforders ? 

IN oppofition to thefe arguments, it was urged by the malecontent party, That 
.the court had difcovered, on their fide, but few fymptoms of tha_t mutual trllft 
~r~ ~onfiden_ce, to which they now fo kindly invited _the commons. That eleven 

_years 
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years intermifiion of parliaments, the longeft which was to be found in the whole 
Englifi1 annals, was a fufficient indication of the jealoufy entertained againft the 

people ; or rather of de.flgns formed for the fuppreffion of all their liberties and· 
privileges. That the minifters might well plead neceffity; nor could any thing, 
indeed, be a ftronger proof of fome invincible neceffity, than their embracing a 
meafurt", for which they had conceived fo violent an averfion, as the affembling 

of an Englilli parliament. That this neceffity, however, was purely minifteria1, 

not national : And if the fame grievances, ecclefiaftical and civil, under which 

this nation i~felf laboured, had pullied the Scotch to extremities; was it requi
fite, that the Englifi1 i11ould forge their own chains, by impofing chains on their 

unhappy neighbours ? That the antient practice of parliaments was to g·ve 
grievances the precedency of fupply; and that this order, fo carefully obferved 
by their ancefl:ors, wa5 founded on a jealoufy inherent in the conflitution, and 

was never interpreted as any particular diffidence of the prefent fovereign. That 
a practice, which had been upheld, during times the moft favourable to liberty, 
could not, in common prudence, be departed from, where fuch undeniable rea
fans for fufpicion had been afforded. That it was ridiculous to plead the aJvanced 

feJfon, and the urgent occafion for fupply; when it plainly appeared, that, in 

order to afford a pretence for this topic, and to feduce the commons, great poli
tical contrivance had been employed. That the writs for eJections were iffued 
early in the winter ; and if the meeting of the parliament had not purpofely been 

delayed, till fo near the commencement of military operations, there had been 
]eifure fufficient to have redreffed ail national grievances, and to have proceeded 

afterwards to an examination of the King's occafion for fupply. That the inten
tion of fo grofs an artifice was to engage the commons, under pretence of necef
fity, to violate the regular order of parliament; and a precedent of that kind be

ing once efl:ablifhed, no inquiry into public meafures would afterwards be per
n1itted. That no argument, more unfavourable, could be pleaded for fupply, 
than an offer to abolifh ihip- money ; a taxation, the m oft illegal and the m oft 

dangerous, which had ever, in any reign, been impofed upon the nation. And 

that, by bargaining for the remiffion of that duty, the commons would, in a man
ner, ratify the authority, by which it had been levied; or, at leaft, give encourage-

. ment for advancing new pretenfions of a like nature, in hopes Gf refigning them on 
· like advantageous conditions. 

THESE reafons, joined to fo many occafions of ill humour, feemed to fway 

with the greater nun1ber: But to make the matter worfe, Sir Harry Vane, the 
fecretary, told the commons, without any authority from the King, that nothing 

lefs than twelve fubfidies would be accepted as a recompence for the abolition 
of. 
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of fhip-money. This alfertion, proceeding from the indifcretion, if we are 
not rather to call it, the treachery of Vane, difpleafed the houfe, by fhowing 
a ftiffnefs and rigidity in the ICing, which, in a .claim fo ill grounded, was deem
ed inexcufable~ We are informed likewife, that fome men, who were thought 
to underftand the fi:ate of the nation .. affirmed in the houfe, that the amount 
of twelve fubfidies was a greater fum than could be found in all Engla.nd. Such 
wer.e the happy ignorance and inexperience of thofe times, with regard to 
taxes ! ' 

THE King was in great doubt and perplexity. He faw, that his friends in 
the houfe, were out-numbered by his enemies, and that the fame councils were 
ftill prevalent, which had ever bred fuch oppofition and difturbance. Inftead 
of hoping, that any fupply would be given him, to carry on war againft the 
Scotch, whom the majority of the houfe regarded as their beft friends and firmeft 
allies; he expeB:ed every day, that they would prefent him an addrefs for mak
ing peace with thofe rebels. And if the houfe met again~ a vote, he was in
formed, would certainly pars, to blaft his revenue of lhip-money; and thereby 
renew all the oppofition, which, with fo n1uch difficulty, he had furmounted, in 
Jevying that taxation. Where great evils lie on all fides, it is very difficult to 
follow the beft councils; nor is it any wonder, that the King, whofe capa
city was not equal to fituations of fuch extreme delicacy, ihould haftily have 
formed and executed a refolution of diifolving this parliament: A meafure, how
ever of whic!1 he foon after~ repented, and which the fubfequent events, more 
than any convincing reafon, inclined every one to condemn. The lafl: parlia
rn t nt, which had ended with fuch rigour and violence, had yet, at firft, covered 
their intentions with a greater appearance of moderation than this parliament had 
hitherto affumed. 

AN abrupt and violent cliffolution mu{{ neceffarily excite great difcontents 
among the peop1e, who ufually put intire confidence in their reprefentatives, and 
expect fron1 them the redrefs of all grievances. As if there were not already 
fufficient grounds of complaint, the King perfevered frill in thofe councils, which, 
from experience, he might have been fenfible, were fo dangerous and unpopu
lar. Bellafis and Sir John Hotham were fummoned before the council; and re .. 
fufing to give any account of their conduCt in parliament, were committed to 
prifon. All the petitions and complaints, which had been fent to the committee 
of religion, were demanded ftom Crew, chairman to that committee; and on 
his refufal to deliver them, he was fent to the Tower. The ftudies and even the 
pockets of the Earl of Warwick and Lord Broke, before the expiration of pri
vilege, were fearched, in expeCtation of finding treafonable papers. Thefe acts 

7 ~ 
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of authority were interpreted, with: fome appearance of reafon, to be invafions Chap. IV. 

on the rights of national affemblies. But the King, after the firft provocation, 104')· 
which he met with, never refpected fufficiently the privileges of the parliament; 
and, by his example, he farther confirmed their refolution, when they fuould ac-
quire power, to pay like difregard to the prerogatives of the crown. 

THo' the parliament was diffolved, the convocation was frill allowed to fit; 

a praCtice, of which, fince the reformation, there were but few infi:ances , and 
which was, for that reafon, fuppofed by many to be irregular. Befides granti g 
to the King a fupply from the fpirituality, and framing many canons, the con
vocation, jealoL s of like innovations with thofe, which had taken place in Scot
land, impofed an oath on the clergy, and the graduates in the univerfit.es, by 
which every one fwore to maintain the d~ablifhed government of the church by 
archbifhops, bifhops, deans, chapters, &c. Thefe fteps, in the prefent difcon
tented humour of the nation, were commonly deemed illegal; becaufe not ra
tified by confent of parliament, in w horn , all authority was fuppofed to be cen
tered. And nothing, b .. fides, could afford greater matter of ridicule, than an 
oath, which contained an et etetera in che midft of it. 

THE people, who generally abhorred the convocation as much as they adored Difcoatents in 

the parliament, could fcarce be kept from infulting and abufin~ this affembly ; England. 

and the King was obliged to fet guards, in order to protect them. An attack 
too was made during the night upon Laud, in his palace of Lambeth, by above 
500 perfons; and he found it neceffary to fortify himfelf for his defence. A 
n1ultitude of two thoufand fectaries entered St. Paul's, where the high commiffion 
then fat; tore down all the benches; and cried out, No bifhops, no high commiJ!ion. 
All thefe inftances of difcontent were prefages of fome great revolution ; had 
the court poffeffed fufficient fkill to difcern the danger, or fufficient power to pro-
vide againfr it. 

IN this difpofition of men's minds, it was in vain, that the King iffued a 
declaration, in order to convince his people of the neceffity, which be lay under, 
of dilfolving the Iaft. parliament. The chief topic, on which he infifted, was, 
that the commons imitated the bad example of all their predeceffors of late 
years, in making continual encroachments on his authority, in cenfuring his 
whole adminiftration and conduct, in difcuffing every circumftance of public go

vernment, and in their indirect bargaining and contracting with their. king for 
VoL. I. H h fupply; 

• There was one in 1586, See hiilory of Ar hbiiliop Laud, p. 8o. The authority of the convo
cation was indeed quite independant of the p rliamcnt, and the1e was no rcaion, which required the 
one to be diffolved upon the diffolution of the other. 
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fupply ; as if nothing ought to be given him but what he fhould purchafe, either 
by quitting fomewhat of his royal prerogative, or by climinifhing and leifening 
his ftanding revenue. Thefe practices, he faid, were contrary to the maxims 
of their anceftors ; and thefe practices were totally incompatible with mo
narchy *. 

* IT mufr be confeffed, that the King here touched upon that circumftance in the Engliih confiitu

tion, which it is mofi difficult, or rather altogether imp~ffible, to regulate by laws, and which muft 

be governed by certain delicate ideas of propriety and decency, rather than by any exact rule or pre

fcription. To deny the parliament all right of remonilrating againft what they efteem grievances, 

were to reduce that afiembly to a total infignificancy, and to deprive the people of every advantage, 

which they could reap from popular councils. To complain of the parliament's employing the power 

of taxation, as the means of extorting conceffions from their fovereign, were to expeCt:, that they 

would intirely difarm themfe]ves, and renounce the foie expedient, provided by the conftitution, for 

enfuring to the kingdom a jufi and legal adminifl:ration. In all periods ofEnglifh ftory, there oc
cur infl:ances of their remonftrating with their princes in the ~reeft manner, and of their refufing [up

ply, when difgufred with any circumftance of public conduCt. 'Tis, however, certain, that this power, 

tho' effential to parliaments, may eafily be abufed, as well by the frequency and minutenefs of their 

remonil:rances, as by their intrufion into every part of the kir:g's councils and determinations. Under 

colour of advice, they may give difguffed orders; and in ccmplaining of grievances, they may draw 

to themfelves eve1 y power of governmt.nt. Whatever mcafure is embraced, without coiifulting them, 
may be pronounced an oppreif:on of the people ; and till corrected, they may rcfufe the moft necef-

1ary fupplies to their indigent fovereign. From the very nature of this parliamentary liberty, 'tis evi

dent, that it muft be left unbounded by law: For who can foretell, how frequently grievances may oc-
nr, or what part of adminifrration may be affeB:ed by them? From the nature too of the human 

frame, it may be expeCted, that this liberty would be exert~d in its full extent, and no branch of au

holity be allowed to remain unmolefted in the hands of the f•rince : For, will the weak limitations of 

rcfpeft and dFcorum be fufficient to reflrain human ambitioh, which fo frequently breaks thro' all the 
prefcriptions of law aud ju!l:ice? 

BuT here it is obfervable, that the wifdom of the Englifu confi:itution, or rather, the concurrence 

of accidents, has provided, in difrerent periods, certain irrc:gnlar checks to this privilege of parlia
ment, and thereby maintained, in fome tolerable meafure, the dignity and authority of the crown. 

IN the antient conftitution, before the beginning of the feventeenth century, the meetings of par. 

1iament were precarious, and were not frequent. The feffions were very fhort; and the members had 

no leifure, either to get acquainted with each other, or win public bufinefs. The ignorance of the 

age .made men more fubmiffive to that authority, which gcverned them. And above all, the large 
demefns of the crown, with tlfe fmall expence of government during that period, rendered the 

prince almoft independent, and ta\lght the parliament to prcferve a great fubmiffion and duty to

wards him. 

IN our prcft:nt conftitution, many accidents, which have rendered governments, every where, as 

well as in Britain, much more burthenfome than formerly, h1ve thrown into the hands of the crown 

the difpoi'al of a very large revenue, and have enabled the king, by the private intereft and ambition 

of the members, to reftrain the public intereft and ambition of the body. While the oppofition, (for 

we 
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THE King difappointed of parliamentary fubfidies, was obliged to have recourfe Chap IV. 

to other expedients, in order to fupply his urgent neceffities. The ecclefiafi:ical ' 640
• 

fubfidies ferved him in fame: fiead; and it feemed but juft, that the clergy fhould 
contribute to a war, which was, in a great meafure, of their own raifing. l-Ie 
borrowed money from his minifters and courtiers; and fo much was he beloved 
among them, that above 3oo,ooo pounds were fubfcribed in a few days: Tho' 
nothing furely could be more difagreeable to a prince, full of dignity, than · to 
lie a burthen on his friends 1 inftead of being a fupport to them. Some attempts 
were made towards forcing a loan from the citizens ; but frill repelled by the 
fpirit of liberty, which Wls now become unconquerable. A loan of 40,ooo 
pounds was extorted from the Spanifh merchants, who had bullion in the Tower, 
expo fed to the attempts of the King. Coat and conduCt-money for the foldiery 
was levied on the counties; an antient practice, but fuppofed to be abolilhed by 
the petition of right. All the pepper was bought from the Eaft-India·company 
upon trufl:, and fold, at great difcount, for ready money. A fcheftle was pro-

pofed 

we mufl: ftill have an oppofition, o1en or difguifed) endeavours to draw every branch of adminii1ration 
under the cognizance of parliame11t, the courtiers referve a part to the difpofal of the crown; and the 
royal prerogative, tho: diminifhed :>f its antient powers, ftill maintains a due weight in the ballance 
of the conftitution. 

IT was the fate of the houfe ofStuart to govern England at a period, when the former fource of 
authority was already much diminifhed, and before the latter began to flow in any tolerable abundance. 
Without a regular and fixed found<~.tion, the throne continually tottered; and the prince fat upon it 
anxioufly and precarioufly. Every expedient, ufed by James and Charles, in order to fupport their 
dignity, we have feen attended \vith fen:lible inconveniences. The majeHy of the crown, derived 
from antient powers and prerogatves, procured refpetl: ; and checked the approaches of infolent in
truders : But it begot in the king :o high an idea of his own rank and fiation, as made him incapable 
of ftooping to popular courfes, or fubmitting, in any degree, to the controul of parliament. The 
alliance with the hierarchy ftrengt:bened law by the fantl:ion of religion : But it enraged the puritani
cal party, and expofed the prince to the attacks of enemies, numerous, violent, and implacable. The 
memory too of thefe two kings, fJom like caufes, has been attended, in fome degree, with the fame 
infelicity, which purfued them dt:ring the whole courfe of their lives. Tho' it muft be confelfed, 
that their fkill in government was not proportioned to the extreme delicacy of their fituation ; a fuffi
cient indulgence has not been give1 them, and all the blame, by fcveral hiftorians, has been unjuftly 
thrown on tl·eir fide. Their viohtions of law, particularly thofe of Charles, are fometimes tranf
greffions of a plain limit, which \vas marked out to royal authority. But the encroachments of the 
commons, tho' lefs pofitive and de1erminate, are no Icfs difcernible by go·Jd judges, and were cqu:11ly 
capable of deftroying the juft ballance of the conftitution. While they exercifed the powers, tranf
mitted to them, in a manner mor< independent, and lefs compliant, than had ever before been prac
tifed; the kings were, perhaps imprudently, but, as they imagined, from ncceHity, tempted to af
fume powers. which had fcarce e'er been exercifeJ, or had be~n exercifed in a different manner, by 
the crown. And from the fhock cf thefe oppofite pretenfions, tog ther with religious controverfy, 
arofc all the faCtions, convu11ions, and diforders, which attended that period. 

H h 2 
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Chap. IV. pofed for coining '2 or 3oJ,ooo pounds of bafe money. Such were the extremi· 16
4°· ties to which Charles was reduced. The fre!h difficulties, which, amidft the pre

fent diftreifes, were, every day, raifed, with regard to the payment of fhip-mm;ey, 
obliged hitn to exert con:inual acts of authority, augmented extremely the dif
<ontents of the people, ar.d increafed his indigence and neceffities. 

'TB E prefent expedients, however, enabled the King, tho' with great difficulty, 
to march his army, confiil:ing of r 9,oco foot and 2000 horfe. The Earl of Nor
thumberland was appointed general : The Earl of Strafford, who was called over 
fron1 Ir land, lieutenant-general: Lord Conway, general of the horfe. A very 
fmall fleet was thought fufficient to ferve the purpofes of this expedition. 

So great are the effecb of zeal and unanimity, that the Scotch army, tho' fome· 
what fuperior, were fooner ready than the King's; and advanced to the borders of 
England. To engage th~m to proceed, befides their general knowlege of the fe
cn.t difcontents of that kingdom, Lord Saville had forged a letter, in the name of 
fix noblemen, the m oft confiderable of England, in which the Scotch were in
vited to afiift their neightours, in procuring a rcdrefs of their grievances. Not
withftanding thefe warlik~ preparations and hofrile attempts, the covenanters frill 

zoth of Aug. preferved the mofl pacific and moft fubmiffive language; and entered England, 
as they faid, with no other view, than to obtain accefs to the King's prefence, 
and lay their humble petition at his royal feet. At Newburn upon Tyne, they 
were oppofed by a detachment of 4 500 men under Con way, who feemed refo
lute to difpute with them the paffage of the river. The Scotch firft entreated 
them, with great civility, not to flop them in their march to their gracious fove-

z8th of Aug. reign ; and then attacked them with great bravery, killed feveral, and chaced the 
Rbuout at New- reil: from their ground. Such a panic feized the whole Englifh army, that the rn. 

forces at Newcaftle fled immediately to Durham ; and not yet thinking then1-
felves fafe, they deferted that town, and retreated into Yorkfhire. 

THE Scotch took poileffion of N ewcafl:le; and tho' fufficiently elated with 
their victory, they preferved exaCt difcipline, and perfevered in their refolution 
of paying for every thing, in order to maintain frill the appearance of an amicable 
correfpondence with England. They alfo difpatched meffengers to the King, 

_ who was arrived at York; and they took care, after the advantage, which they 
had obtained, to redouble their expreffions of loyalty, duty, and fubmiffion 
to his perfon, and even made apologies, full of farrow and contrition, for their 
late viCtory. 

CHARLES was in a vety difireffed fituation. The nation was univerfally and 
highly difcontented. The army was difcot1raged, and began likewife to be dif

con· 
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contented, both from the contagion of general dfgufi, and as an excufe for Chap. IV. 

their mifbehaviour, which they were defirous of re)refenting rather as want of 
16

·P· 

will than of courage to fight. The treafury too ''as quite exhaufted, and every 

expedient for a fupply had been tried to the uttermoft. No event had happened, 

but what might have been forefeen as neceffary, or at leaft, very probable; yet 

fuch was the King's fituation, that no provifion could be made, nor was even 

any refolution taken, againft fuch an exigency. 

IN orde~ to prevent the advance of the Scotch upon him, the King agreed to a T.reaty at 

treaty, and named fixteen Englifh noblemen, who met with eleven Scotch corn- Rtppon. 

miffioners at Rippon. The Earls of I-lertford, ~edford, Salifbury, v\Tarwick, 

Effex, Holbnd, Bdfcol, and Berkfi1ire, the Lords Kimbolton, \Vharton, Dunf-
more, Paget, Broke, Saville, Patllet, and Howard ~f Efcric, were chofen by the 
King ; all of them popular men, and confequently ·uppofed no-wife averfe to the 

Scotch invafion, nor unacceptable to that nation. 

AN addrefs ar.rived from the city of London, pettioning for a parliament; the 

great point, to which all men's projects at this tim~ tended. Twelve Noblemen 

prefented a petition to the fame purpofe. But the King contented himfelf with 
fummoning a great council of the peers to York; a meafure, which had formerly 
been taken in cafes of fudden emergency, but Vlhich, at prefent, could ferve 

no manner of purpofe. Perhaps, the King, who dreaded, above all things, the 

houfe of commons, and who expected no fupp1y from them on any reafonable 

terms, thought, that, in his prefent urgent diftrdfes, he might be enabled to 
levy fubfidies by the authority of the peers alone. But the employing, fo long, 
a plea of neceffity, which was very diftant and doubtful, rendered it impoffible 
for him to avail himfelf of a neceffity, which was n~w at laft become real, urgent, 

and inevitable. 
Bv Northumberland's ficknefs, the command )f the army had devolved on 

Stratford. That Nobleman poffeff~d more vigour of mind than the King or any 

of the council. He advifed Charles rather to put all to hazard, than fubmit to 

fuch unworthy terms as were likely to be impofed t;pon him. The lofs, fufrained 

at Newburn, he faid, was inconfiderable; and thd a panic had, for the time, 

feized the army, that was nothing ftrange among new levied troops; and the 
Scotch, being in the fame condition, would, no coubt, be liable, in their turn, 

to a like accident. His opinion, therefore, was, that the King fhould pu!h for

ward, and attack the Scotch, and bring the affait to a quick decifion ; and, if 
ever fo unfuccefsfu], nothing worfe could befal bin, than what, from his inacti
vity, he would certainly be expo fed to. To fhow how eafy it would be to exe

cute this projeet, he ordered an affault to be made on fome quarters of the Scotch, 
2 and 
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ehap. IV. and he gained an advantage over them. No ceffation of arms had, as yet, been 
16

4°· d h 1 l d agreed to, uring t e treaty at Rippon ; yet great c atnour prevai e , on account 
of this aB: of hoftility. And when it was known, that the officer, who con
ducted the attack, was a papift, a violent outcry was raifed againft the King, for 
employing that hated feet, in the murder of his proteftant fubjeCls. 

IT tnay be worthy of remark, that feveral mutinies had arifen among the 
Englifh ttoops, when marching to join the army ; ana fome officers had been 
murdered, merely on the fufpicion of their being papifts. The petition of right 
had abolilhed all courts- martial ; and by an inconvenience, which naturally at
tended the plan, as yet, new and unformed, of regular and rigid liberty, it was 
found abfolutely impoffible for the generals to govern the army, by all the au
thority, which the King could legally confer upon them. The lawyers had de
clared, that martial law could not be exercifed, , except in the very prefence of · 
an enemy ; and becaufe it had been found requilite to execute a mutineer, the . 
generals thought it advifeable, for their fafety, to apply for a pardon from the 
crown. This weaknefs, however, was carefully concealed from the army ; and 
Lord Conway faid, that, if any lawyer was fo imprudent as to difcover the fecret 
to the foldiers, it would be neceflary inftantly to refute him, and to hang the lawyer 
himfelf, by fentence of a court-martial. 

AN army new levied, undifciplined, frightened, feditious, ill-paid, and go
verned by no proper authority, was very unfit for withftanding a viCtorious 
and high-fpirited enemy, and retaining in fubjection a difcontented and zealoui 
nltion. 

24th of Sep. CHARLES, in defpair of being able to fie m the torrent, at laft refol ved to yiel_9. 
to it: And as he forefaw, that the great council of the peers would advife him 

Great council to call a parliament, he told them, in his firft fpeech, that he had already taken 
of the peers. that refolution. I-le informed them likewife, that the ~een, in a letter, which 

fhe had wroce to him, had very earneftly recommended that meafure. This 
good Prince, who was extremely attached to his confort, and who paffionately 
wifhed to render her· popular in the nation, forgot not, amidft all his diftrefs, the 
interefl: of his domefl:ic tendernefs. 

In order to fubfi.ft both armies (for the King was obliged, in order to fave the 
northern counties, to pay his enemies) Charles wrote to the city, defiring a loan 
of 2oo,ooo pounds. Ana die lords commiffioners for the treaty, whofe autho
rity was now much greater than that of their fovereign, joined in the fame requeft. 
So low was this Prince already fallen, in the eyes of his own fubjects! 

As many difficulties occurred in the negotiation with the Scotch, it was pro
pofed to transfer the treaty fron1 Rippon to London : A propofal willingly em

braced 
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braced by the Scotch, who were now fure of treating with advantage, in a place, Chap. lV. 164o. 
where the King, they forefaw, would be, in a manner, a prifoner, in the midft of 

his implacable enemies and their determined friends. 

C H A P. V. 

;Meethzg of the long par!t'ament.-Strafford and Laud impeached.
Finch and WinJbank jly.--Great authority of the commons.
'Ihe bijhops attacked.--'Tonnage and poundage.--'l'riennial bill. 
-Strafford's trial.--Bill of attainder.--Execution cj Straf
jord.-High-commiffion and fiar-chamber abolijhed.--King's jour-
ney to Scotland. 

HE caufes of difguft, which, for above thirty years, had, every day, been 164o. 

multiplying in England, were now come to full maturity, and threatened 

the kingdom with fome great revolution or convulfion. The uncertain and un
defined limits of prerogative and privilege had been eagerly difputed during that 

whole period; and in every controverfy between prince and people, the quefi.ion, 
however doubtful, had always been decided by each party, in favour of its own 
pretenfions. Too lightly moved by the appearance of neceffity, the King had 
even affumed powers, incompatible with the principles of limited government, 
and had rendered it impoffible for his mofl: zealous partizans entirely to juftify 

his conduct, except by topics fo odious, that they were more fitted, in the pre
fent difpofition of men's minds, to inflame, than appeafe, the general difcontent. 

Thofe great fupports of public authority, law and religion, had likewife, by the 
tlnbounded compliance of judges and prelates, loft much of their influence over 
the people ; or rather, had, in a great meafure, gone over to the fide of faCl:ion, 
and authorized the fpirit of oppofition and rebellion. The nobility, likewife, whom 
the King had no means of retaining by offices and preferments fuitable to their 

rank, had been feized with the general difcontent, and unwarily threw them

fdves into the fcale, which began already too much to preEonderate. Senfib]e 
of fome encroachments, which had been made by royal authority, men enter
tained no jealoufy of the commons, whofe enterprifes for the acquifition of 
power, had ever been covered with the appearance of public good, and had hi
therto gone no farther than fame difappointed efforts and endeavours. The pro
grefs of the Scotch malecontems reduced the crown to an entire dependance for 

fLlpply : 
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fupply: Their union with the popular party in England brought great acceffion 
of authority to the latter : The near profpeB: of fucce fs rouzed all the latent mur
n1urs and pretenfions of the nation, which had hitherto been held in fuch violent 
conftraint: And the torrent of general inclination and opinion ran fo ftrong 
againft the court, that the King was in no fituation to refufe any reafonable pre
tenfions of the popular leaders, either for defining or limiting the powers of his 
prerogative. Even many exorbitant claims, in the prefent fituation, would pro
bably be n1ade, and muft neceffarily be complied with. 

THE triumph of,the malecontents over the church was not yet fo immediate or 
certain. Tho' the political and religious puritans mutually lent affiftance to each 
other, there were many who joined the former, and yet declined all manner of 
connexion with the latter. The hierarchy haa been eftablifhed in England ever 
fince the reformation : The Romifh church, in all ages, had carefully maintained 
that form of ecclefiaitical government : -The antient fathers too bore teftimony to 
epifcopal jurifdiction : And tho' parity may feem at firft to have had place among 
chriftian paftors, the period, auring which it prevailed, was fo fhort, that few 
undifputed traces of it remained in hiftory. The bifhops a_nd their more zealous 
partizans inferred thence the divine indefeizable right of prelacy : Others regard
ed that inftitution as venerable and ufefu] : Ana, if the love of novelty led fome 
to adopt the new rites and difCipline of the puritans ; the reverence to antiquity 
retained many in their attachment to the liturgy and government of the church.: 
It behaved, therefore, the zealous innovators in parliament, to proceed with 
fome caution and referve. By promoting all meafures, which reduced the exor
bitant powers of the crown, they hoped to difarm the King, whom they juftly 
regarded, from principle, inclination, and policy, to be the determined patron 
of the hierarchy. By declaiming againft the fuppofed encroachments and tynm
ny of . the prelates, they endeavoured to carry the nation, from a hatred of their 
perfons, to an oppofition againft their office and character. And when men 
were inlifted in party, it would not be difficult, they thought, to lead them by 
degrees into many meafures, for which they formerly entertained the greateft 
averfion. Tho' the new fectaries compofed not, at firft, the majority of the na
tion, they were inflamed, as is ufual among innovators, with extreme zeal for 
their opinions. Their unfurmountable paffion, difguifed to themfelves, as well 
as to others, under the appearance of holy fervours, was well qualified to make 
profelites, and to feize the minds of the ignorant multitude. And one furious 
enthufiaft was able, by his active induftry, to furmount the indolent efforts of 
many fober and reafonable antagonifts. 

\VHEN 
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\V HEN the nation, therefore, was fo genera11 y difcontented, and little fufpi
cion was entertained of any defign to fubvert the church and monarchy ; no 
wonder, that almo£1: all elections ran in favour of thofe, who, by their high pre-
tenfions to piety and patriotifm, had encouraged the national prejudices. 'Tis 
an ufual complement to regard the king's inclination in the choice of a fpeakcr; 
and Charles had intended to advance Gardiner, recorder of London, to that im-
portant trufr: But fo little interelt did the crown, at that time, poifefs in the na-
tion, that Gardiner was difappointed of his election, not only in London, but in 
every other place, where it was attempted : And the King was obliged to n1ake 
the choice of fpeaker fall on Lenthal, a lawyer of fome character, but not fuf-
ficiently qualified for fa high and difficult an office. 

THE eager expeB:ations of men with regard to a parliament, fummoned at fo ~,. . f 
. . . . . . mcetmg o 

cnucal a J unB:ure, and dunng fuch general d1fcontents ; a parliament, which, t!Je long par-

from the fituation of public affairs, could not be abruptly c iffolved, and which 11
;ment. 

l . 1 f fi . fh d b r 1" h r. . November 3. was to execute every t ung e t un m e y 10rmer par taments; t e1e VIews, fo 
important and interefting, engaged the attendance of all the members ; and the 
houfe of commons was never obferved to be, from the beginning, fo numerous 
and frequent. Without any interval, therefore, they entered upon bufinefs, and 
by unanimous confent they immediately ftruck a blow, which may, m a manner, 

be regarded as decifi ve. 
THE Earl of Strafford was conGdered as chief minifter of fi:ate, both on ac

count of the credit, which he poffeffed with his mafl:er, and of his own great 
and uncommon vigour and capacity. By a concurrence of accidents, this man 
laboured under the fevere hatred of all the three nations, which compofed the 
Britifh monarchy. The Scotch, whofe authority now ran extremely high, looked 
on him as the capital enemy of their country, and one whofe councils and in
fluence they had moft reafon to apprehend. li:e had engaged the parliament of 
Ireland to advance large fubfidies, in order to fupport a war againfl them : He 
had levied an army of 9000 men, with which he had menaced all their wefrern 
coaft: He h d obliged the Scotch, who lived under his government, to renounce 
the covenant, their national idol : l-Ie had in Ireland proclaimed the ~ Scotch co
venanters rebels and traytors, even before the King had iffued any fuch decla
ration againfl: them in England : And he had ever diffuaded his mafter againft 
the late treaty and fufpenfion of arms, which he regarded as dangerous and dif
honourable. So avowed and violent were the Scotch in their refentment of 
all thefe meafure~, that they had refufed to fend commiffioners to treat at 1: ... orK:, 
~s was firft propofe l; becaufe, they faid, the lieutenant of Ireland, their capital 

r oL. I. I i enemy,. 
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Chip. V. enemy, being general of the king's forces, had there the chief command antl 
164°· authority. 

~ , STRAFFORD, firfi: as deputy, then as Lord lieutenant, had governed Ireland 
auring eight years with great vigilance, attivity' and prudence, but with very ' 

. little popularity. In a nation fo averfe to the Engli!h government and religion, 
thcfe very virtues were fufficient to draw on him the public hatred. The man
ners too and charaCter of this great man, tho' to all full of courtefy,. and to 
his friends full of affettion, were, at bottom, haughty, rigid, and fevere. His 
authority and influence, during the time of his government, had been unlimit
ed ; hut no fooner did adverfity feize him, than the concealed averfion of the 
nation blaz~·d up at once:. and the Iri!h parliament ufed every expedient to ag
gravate the charge againft him. 

THE univerfal diicontent, which prevailed in England againfi: the court, was 
all pointed towards the earl of Strafford ; tho" without any particular reafon, but 
becaufe he was the minifter of fiate, whom the King moft favoured and moft 

trufled. His extrac1ioo was honourable, his paternal fortune conGderable: J:et 
envy attended his fudden and great elevation. And his former a!Iociates in po
p~llar councils, finding, that ~e owed his advancement to the defertwn of their 
caufe, reprefented him as the great apofi:ate of the commonwealth,_ whom it be
haved them to facrifice, as a victim to public j uftice. 

STRAFFORD, fenfible of the load of popular prejudices, under which he Ia.
boured, would gladly have declined attendance on the parliament; and he begged 
the King's permit11on to withdraw himfelf to his government of Ireland, or at 

leafl: to remain at the head of the army in Yorkfhire; where many opportunities, 
he hoped, \\~Ould offer, by reafon of his diftance, to elude the attacks of his 
enemies. But Charles, who had intire confidence in the E.arl's capacity, thought, 
that his councils would be extremely ufeful, during the critical fdfion, which ap
proached. And when Strafford fiilt in.Gfted on the danger of apFearing amidft 
:(o many enraged enemies, the King, little apprehenfive, that his own authority was 

fo fuddenly to expire, promifed him protetl:ion, and a!Tured him, that not a hair 
of his head fhould be touched by the parliament~ 

uth of Nov. No fooner was Stratford's arrival known, than a concerted attacf{ was made 
upon him in the houfe of commons. Pym, in a long, ffudied difcourfe, divi
ded i·nto many heads after his manner, enumerated all the grievances, under 
which the nation laboured ; and, from a complication of fuch oppreffions, in
ferred, that a deliberate plan had been formed of changing intirely the frame of 
government, and fubverting the antient laws and liberties of the kingdom. 

Could 

2 
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Could any thing, he faid, increafe our indignation againft fo enormous and cri- Cl1ap. y. 
minal a projeet, i·t would be to find, that, during the reign of the beft of princes, 

16'~6 • · 

tae ronftitution had been endangered by the wori1: of minifters, and that the vir- Strafford im. 

tues of the King had been feduceJ by wicked and pernicious councils. We muft peached. 

inquire, added he, from what fountain thefe waters of bitternefs flow ; and tho, 
doubt:efs many evil counfellors wi;I be found to have contributed their endea-
vours, yet is there one, who challenges the infamous pre:-eminence, and who, 
by his courage, enterprize, and capacity, i'l intitled to the firft place among 
thefe betrayers of their country. HE is the Earl of Stratford, lieutenant of Ire-
land, and prcfldent of the council of York, who, in both places, and in all 
Qther provinces, where he has been entrufted with authority, has raifed ample 
monuments of tyranny, and will appear, from a furvey of his actions, to be the 
chief promoter of e\·ery arbitrary council. Some infbnces of imperious expref-
fions, as well as actions, were given by Pym ; who afterwards entered into a 
n1ore perfonal ~ rtack of that minifter, and endeavoured to expofe his whole cha·-
raB::er and manners. The auftere genius of Strafford, occupied in the purfuits 
of ambition, had not rendered his brea!1 altogether inaccefiib~e to the tender paf-
fions, or fecured him from the dominion of the fair; and in that fullen age, 
when the irregularities of pleafure were more reproachful than the mofl: odious 
crimes, thefe weakneffes were thought worthy of being mentioned, togather 
with his treafons, before f0 great an affembly. And upon the whole, the ora-
tor concluded, that it belonged to the houfe to provide a remedy proportionable 
to the difeJfe, and to prevent the farther mifchiefs, jufi:ly to be apprehended from 
the influence, which this man had acquired over the meafures and councils of 
their fovereign. 

SIR John Clotworthy an Irifh gentleman, Sir John I-Iotham of Yorldhire; 
and many others, entered into the fame topics: And after feveral hours, fpent in 
bitter invective, when the doors were locked, in order to prevent all difcovery 
of their purpofe ; it was moved, in confequence of the refolution fecretly taken, 
that Strafford ihould immediately be impeached of high treafon. This motion 
was received with unive1 fal approbation; nor was there, in all the debate, or:e 
perfon, who offered to ftop the torrent by any teftimony in favour of the Earl's 
conduct. Lord Falkland alone, tho' known to be his enemy, modeftl y defired 
the houfe to confider, whether it would not better fuit the gravity of their pro
ceedings, firft to dige!l:, by a committee, many of thofe particulars, which had 
been mentioned, before they fent up an accufation againft him. It was ingenu
oufly anfwered by Pym, That fuch a delay might probably blaft all their hopes, 
and pLlt it out of their power to proceed any farther in the ·profecution: That 

1 i 2 when 
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Chlp. V. when Strafford fhould learn, that fo many of his enormities were difcovered, his 
164°· confcience would diCtate his condemnation ; and fo great was his power and cre

dit, he would immediately procure the diffolution of the parliament, or attempt 

fome other defperate meafure for his own prefervation: That the commons 

were only accufers, not judges ; and it was the province of the peers to deter

mine, whether fuch a complication of enormous crimes, in one perfon, did not 

amount to the higheft crime known by the law. Without farther debate, the 

accufation was voted: Pym was chofen to carry up the impeachment: Moft of 

the houfe accompanied him on fo agreeable an errand: And Strafford, who had 

juft entered the houfe of peers, and who little expeCted fo hafty a profecution, 

was immediately, upon this general charge, ordered into cuftody with feveral 

fymptoms of violent prejudice in his judges, as well as in his profecutors. 

Laud im- ' IN the inquiry concerning grievances and the cenfure of pafl: meafures, Laud 

peached. . could not long efcape the fevere fcrutiny of the commons ; who were led too, in 

their accufation of that prelate, as well by their prejudices againft his whole or

der, as by the extreme antipathy, which his intern perate zeal had drawn upon 

him. After a deliberation, which fcarce lafted half an hour, an impeachment for 

high treafon was refolved on ag;tinil: this fubjed:, the firil:, both in rank and in 

favour, throughout the kingdom. Tho' this incident, .confidering the example· 

of Stra.fford's impeachment and the prefent difpofirion of the nation and parlia

ment, needed be no furprize to him ; yet was he betrayed into fome paffion, 

when the accufation was prefented. 'I' he commons themfelves, he fa id, tho' his ac
cufers, did not believe him guilty of the crime, with which they charged him : An 
indifcretion, which, next day, upon more mature deliberation, he defired leave 

to retract; but fo little favourable were the peers, that they refufed him this ad

vantage or indulge11Ce. Laud was immediately, upon this general charge, fe· 

quefiered from parliament, and committed to cuftcdy. 

THE capital article, inGfted on againfl: thefe two great men, was the defign, 

whi-:h the commons fuppofed to have been formed for fubverting the laws and 

conH:itution of England, and introducing arbitrary and unlimited authority into 
the kingdom. Of all the king's minifters, no one was fo obnoxions in this re

fpett as the Lord keeper, Finch. l-Ie it was, who, being f peaker in the King's 

third parliament, had left the chair, and refufed to put the quetHon, when or

dered by the houfe. The extrajudicial opinion of the judges in the cafe of fnip

money had been procured by his intrigues, perfuafions, and even menaces. In 

all unpopular and illegal melfures, he was ever moft aCl:ive; and he was even 

believed to have declared publicl·ly, that while he was keeper, an o qer of the 

colmcil !hould always with him be equivalent to a law. To appeafe the rifing 
,, dif-

8 
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difpleafure of the commons, he defired to be heard at their bar. l-Ie pro!lrated Chap. V. 
himfelf with all humility before them; but this fubmiffion availed him nothing. 

16
4.0· 

An impeachtnent was refolved on ; and in order to efcape their fury, he thought 
proper fecretly to withdraw, and to retire into Holland. As he was n ·. t efteemed 
equal to Strafford or even to Laud, either in capacity or in fidelity to his mafter; L?rd ke.epcr 

it was generally believed, that his ekape had been connived at by the · popularFmch files. 

leaders. His impeachment, however, in his abfence, was carried up to the houfe 

of peers. 

SIR Francis Windebank, the fecretary, was a creature of Laud ; and that was 
fufficient reafon, for his being extremely obnoxious to the commons. He was 
fecretly fufpeB:ed too of the crime of popery ; and it was known, that, from 
complaifance to the queen, ~nd indeed in compliance with the King's maxims of 
government, he had granted many indulgences to catholics, and had ligned 
warrants for the pardon of pri~fts, and their delivery from confinement. Grim
ftone, a popular member, called him in the houfe, the very pander and broker 

to the whore of Babylon. Finding, that the fcrutiny of the commons was point- Secretary 

ing towards him, and being fenfible, that England was no longer a place of\~indebank 

fafety for men of his charafrer, he fuddenly made his efcape into France. fhes. 

THus, in a few weeks, this houfe of commons, not oppofed or rather fecond

ed by the peers, had produced fuch a revolution in the government, that the two 
mofi: powerful and mofl:: favoured minifters of the King were thrown into the 
tower, and daily expetled to be tried for their life : Two other minifiers had, 
by flight alone, faved themfelves from a like fate: All the King's fervants faw 

evidently, that no protection could be given them by their mafl::er: A new jll
rifdiction was erected, in the nation ;. and before that tribunal all thofe trembled, 
who had before exulted m oft in their credit and authority. 

vVHAT rendered the power of the commons the more formidable, was the 
extreme prudence, with whic.h it was conduCted: Not contente.d with. the au
thority, which they had acquired by attacking thefe great minift:ers ; they were 
refolved to render the mofi confiderable bodies of the nation obnoxious to them. 
'fho' the idcl of the peo;_)le, they were determined to fortify themfelves Iiko- (;reat autho ... 

wife with terrors, and to overawe thofe, who might Hill be inclined to fupporc rity of the 

I f 1
. · f h commons. 

t 1c al mg rums o monarc y. 
DuRING the late military operations, feveral powers had been exerted by the 

lieutenants and deputy~Jieutenants of the counties: Ar.d there powers, tl o' re
quifite for the defence of the nation, and even warranted hy all former pre
cedents, yet not being authorized by fiatute, were now vot d o be illegal; ar,d 

· ·· the 
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the perfons who had affumed them, declared delinquents. This term was newlf 
come into vogue, and expreifed a degree and fpecies of guilt, not exacrly known nor 
afcertained. In confequence of that determination, many of the nobility and prime 
gentry of the nation, whHe only exerting, as they jufrly thought, the lawful rights:
of magiilracy, unexpectedly found themfelves involved in the crime of delinquency. 
And the commons reaped this multiplied advantage by their vote: They difarm-
,ed the crown ; they ei1:abliibed the maxims of rigid law and liberty ; and they 
!})read the terror of their own authority. 

'PHE wr1ts for ihip money had been directed to the fheriffs, who were requi
l"ed, and even obliged under fevere penalties, to affefs the fums upon individuals, 
and to levy them by their authority : Yet were all the iheriffs, and all thofe em
ployed in that iilegal fervice, voted by a very rigorous fentence, to be delin· 
quents. The King, by the maxims of Jaw, could do no wrong: His miniflers 

· nnd fervants, of whatever degree, in cafe of any violation of rhe conflitution, 
were alone culpable. 

ALL the farmers and officers of the cua:oms, who had been employed, during_ 
fo many years, in levying tonnage and poundage and the new impofitions, were 
likewife declared criminal, and were afterwards gL1d to compound for a pardon 
.by p:.1ying a fine of I so,ooo pounds. 

EvERY difcretionary or arbitrary fentence of the fiar chamber and high com~ 
miffion ; courts, which, from their very confritution, ~A ere arbitrary; urderwen~ 
a fevere fcrutiny : And all thofe, who had any hand in fuch fentences, were voted 
to be liable to the penalties of law. No minifter of the King, no member of 
the council, but what found himfelf expofed by this determination. · 

THE judges, who had given their votes againfr I-Iambden in the trial of ibip
money, were accufed before the peers, and obli;ed to find fecurity for their ap
pearance. Berkeley, one of the judges of the king's bench, was feized by order of 
the houfe, even when fitting in his tribunal ; and all men faw with aftonilhment 
the irrefii1:ible authority of their jurifdiCl:ion. 

THE fanttion of the lords and commons, as well as that of the King, was 
declared neceif.·uy for the confirmation of all ecclefiaftical canons : And this judg
ment, it muft be confeifed, however reafonable, at leaft ufeful, it would hav.e 
been difficult to juftify by any precedent*. But the preient was no time for 

,quefiion 
• An aa of parliament, 25 Hen. VIr 1. cap. 1 9· allowed the convocation with the Kin{!''s confent 

to make canons. By the famous act of fubmiffion to that Prince, the clergy bound thc~fe1ve_s to 
enact no canons without the King's confent. The parli:J.ment was never mentioned nor thought of. 
Such pretenfions :-ts the commons ~dvfln<:ed at pre.fent, would, in any former age., have been deemed 
fir~nge ufurpati9ns. 
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t)ueftion or difpute. That decifion, which aboliihed alllegifiative power except 
that of parliament, WC!S requifite for compleating the new plan of liberty, and 
renderirg it quite uniform and fyftematical. Almoft all the bench of bifhops, 
and the moft confiderable of the inferior clergy, who had voted in the late con .. 
vocation, found themfel ves expo fed, by thefe new principles, to the imputation 
of delinquency. 

THE moft unpopular of all Charles~s meafures, the moft impolitic, the mofr 
oppreffive, and even, excepting fhip -money, the moft illegal, was the revival of' 

monopolies, fo folemnly abolilheJ, after re -iterated endeavours, by a recent ace 
of parliament. Seniible of this unhappy meafure, the King had, of himfelf' 
recalled, during the time of his fir(l: expedition againft Scotland, many of thefe 
deflruCtive patents, and the rell: were now annihilated by authority of parlia· 
menr, and every one concerned in them declared delinquents. The commons 
carried fo far their deteffation of this odious meafure, that they aiTumed a power 
which had formerly been feldom pra~ifed *, and expelled all their members, who 
were monopolifts or projetl:ors : An artifice, by which, befides increafing the~r 

own privileges, they weakened ftill farther the very fmall party, which the King 
fecretly retained in the houre. Mildmay, a notorious rnonopolift, yet having af
f>ciated himfelf with the ruling party, was ftill allowed to keep his feat. la 
all queftions indeed of elections, no fteddy rule of decifion was oblerved ; and 
nothing farther w~s regarded than. the affections and attachment of the partie5 .. 
Men's paffions were too much heated to be {hocked with any infiance of in.
jufiice, which ferved ends fo popular as tbofe purfued by this houfe of com

mons. 
THE whole fovereign power being thus, in a manner, transferred to the con1· 

mons, and the government,. without any feeming violerce or diforder, changed, 
in a moment, from a monarchy, aim oft abfolute, to a pure democracy ; the 
popular leaders feemed willing, for fome time, to fufpend their aClive vigour, 
and to confolidate their authority, 'ere they proceeded to any violent exercife of 
it. Every day produced fome new harangue on pafi grievances. The detefta
tion of former ufurpations, was farther enlivened ~ The jealoufy of liberty rou· 
zrd: And fuitable to the true fpirit of free government, an equal indigna~ion was 
'txcited, by the view of a violated conftitution,. as by the ravages of the. moft 
..enormous tyranny. 

Now was the time, when genius and capacity of all kinds, free'd from the 
reftraint of authority, and nouriilied by unbounded hopes and projects, began to 

exe .. t 

• Clarendon fays it was entirely new ; bu.t there are fome in{\ances of it in the reign. of i.lizabe~ 
D'Ewes, p. z96, 3.5 ~. · 



248 H I S T 0. R Y oF G RE AT B R I~ A I :t.J. 

exert themfdves, and be difi:inguifhed by the public. Then was celebrated· the 
fagacity of Pym, more fitted for ufe than ornament ; matured, not chilled, by 
his advanced age and long experience : Then was difplayed the n1ighty ambition 
of Hambden, taught difguife, not moderation, from former conftraint ; fupport ... 
ed by courage, conducted by prudence, embellifhed by modefty; but whether 
founded in a love of power or zeal for liberty, is frill, from his untimely end, 
left cioubtful and uncertain : Then too were known the dark, ardent, and dan
gerous charaCl:er of St. John; the impetuous fpirit of Hollis, violent and fin cere, 
ppen and intire in his enmities and in his friendfhips; the enthufiafric genius of 
young Vane, extravagant in the ends, which he purfued, fagacious and pro
found in the means, which he employed; incited by the appearances of religion, 
negligent of the duties of tnora1ity. 

So little apology would be received for part meafures, fo contagious the gene
ral fpirit of difcontent, that even men of the moft moderate tempers, and the 
moft attaciv~d to the church and monarchy, exerted themfelves \Vith the utmoft 
vigour in the redrefs of grievances, and in profecuting the authors of them. The 
·lively and animated Digby difp!ayed his eloquence on this occafion, the firm and 
undaunted Capel, the modeft and candid Palmer. In this lift tOO of patriot-roy
alifts are found the virtuous names of Hyde and Falkland. Tho' in their ulti-
111ate v-iews and intentions, thefe men differed wiaely from the former ; in their 
prefent actions and difcourfes, an intire concurrence and unanimity was ob

·.ferved. 
Bv the daily harangues and invectives againft illegal ufurpations, not only the 

houfe of commons inflamed themfelves with the higheft animofity towards the 

court : The nation caught new fire from the popular leaders, and feemed now 
to have made the firft difcovery of the many diforders of the governme r. t. While 
tlie law, in many infl:ances, feemed to be .violated, they went no farther than 
fome fecret and calm ·murmurs ; but mounted up into rage ·and fury, as foon as 

·the confl:itution was refl:ored to its former int~grity and vig ur. . The capiral ef
pecially, being the feat of parlian1enr, was highly animated with the fpirit of 
mutiny and di!fafFection. Tumults were daily raifed; feditious a!femblies en-

·couraged; and every man, neglecting his own bufinef.'i, was wholly intent on 
the defence of liberty and religion. By fl:ronger contagion, the popular affec
tions were communicated from breail: to breaft, in this place of general rendez .. 

vous and fociety. 
TH.e harangues of members, now fin1: publitl1ed and difperfcd, kept alive 

the difcontents againft the King's adminiftration. The pulpit~, delivered over 
to 
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to puritanical preachers and lecturers, whom the commons arbitrarily fettled in all Chap. V. 

the confiderable churches, refounded with faCtion and fanaticifm. Vengeance was 16 4°· 

fully taken for that long filence and conftraint, in which, by the authority of 
Laud and the high commiffion, thefe preachers had been retained. The pret!, 
freed from all fear or referve, fwarmed with productions, dangerous by their fe· . 
ditious zeal and calumny, more than by any art or eloquence of compofitiotJ. 
Noife and fury, cant and hypocrify, formed the foie rhetoric, which, during thi: 
tumult of various prejudices and paffions, could be heard or attended to. 

THE fevere fentence, which had been executed againft Prynne, Baftwic, a_ 
Burton, now fuffered a revifal fron1 parliament. Thefe libellers, far from being 
tamed by the rigorous punifhments, which they had undergon~, fhowed frill a 
difpofition of repeating their offence; and the minifters were afraid, left 
new fatyres fhould iffue from their P' ifons, and inflame fiill farther the 
prevailing difcontents. By an order, therefore, of the council, they bad been 
removed to remote prifons ; Bafl:wic to Scilly, Prynne to J er fey, Burton to 
Guernfey ; all accefs to them was denied ; and the ufc of books, and of pen, 
ink and paper, was refufed them. 'fbe fentence for thefe additional punilhments 
was immediately reverfed by the commons : Even the firft fentence, upon exa
n1ination, was declared illegal; and the judges, who paffed it, were ordered to 
make reparation to the fufferers. When the prifoners landed in England, they 
were received and entertained with the higheft demon(hations of affedion, were 
attended with a mighty confluence of company, their charges were borne with 
great magnificence, and liberal prefents beftowed on them. On their approach 
to any town, the whole inhabitants crowded to receive them, and welcomed their 
reception with fhouts and acclamations. Their train frill increafed, as they drew 
near to London. Several miles from the ·city, the zealots of their party met thcn1 
in great multitudes, and attended their triumphal entrance : Boughs were car
ried in this tumultuous procefiion ; the road fhowed with Bowers; and amidfl: 
the higheft exultations of joy, were intermingled loud and virulent invectives 
againft the prelates, who ha i fo cruelly perfecuted fuch godly perfonages. The 
more ignoble thefe men were, the n1ore fenfible was the infult upon royal autho. 
ri y, and the more dangerous was the fpirit of diffilffettion and mutiny, which 
it di.covend among the people. 

LILBURNE, Leighton, and eveiy one, who had been punifhed for feditious 
libels d-uring the pr cedent adminiil:ration, now recovered their liberty, and were 
decr~ed damages on the judges and minifl:crs of jufi:ice. 

OT only the prefent di(pofition Qf the nation enfured impunity to a!l lib 1-
lers : A new method of framing and difper Ilng libels was invented by the leaders 

VoL.l. K k of 
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Ch:1p. V. of popular difcontent. Petitions to parliament were drawn, craving redrefs 
16+0

· againft particular grievances; and when a fufficient numbfr of fubfcriptions were 
·procured, the petitions were prefented to the commons, and immediately pub
li!hed. Thefe petitions tecame fecret bonds of aifociation among the fubfcribers, 
and feemcd to give undoubted fanCtion and authority to the complaints, which 
they contained. 

'T1s pretended by hiftorians favourable to the royal caufe *, and even afferted 
by the King himfelf in a declaration t, that a moft difingenuous or rather crimi
nal practice prevailed, in conduCting many of thefe addreifes. A petition was 
firft framed ; moderate, reafonable, fuch as men of charaCter willingly fubfcribed. 
The names were afterwards torn off, and affixed to another petition, which 
ferved better the purpofes of the popular faCtion. We may judge of the wild 
fury, which prevailed throughout the nation, when fo fcandalous an impofture, 
which affected fuch numbers of people, could be openly practifed, without draw
ing infamy und rui-n upon the managers. 

So many grievances were offered, both by the members, and by petitions 
without doors, that the houfe was divided into above forty committees, charg· 
ed, each of them, with the examination of fon1e particular violation of law and 
liberty, which had been complained of. Befides the general committees of reli
gion, trade, privileges, laws ; many fubdivifions of thefe were framed, and a 
ihiB: fcrutiny was every where carried on. 'Tis to be remarked, that, before the 
beginning of this century, when the parliament affumed lefs influence and autho· 
rity, complaints of grievances were ufually prefented to the houfe, by any mem
bers, who had had particular opportunity of obferving them. Thefe general 
cOinmittees, which were a kind of inguifitorial courts, had not then been efi:ablilh
ed ; and we find, that the King, in a former declaration t, complains loudly of 
this innovation, fo little favourable to royal authority. But never was fo much 
multiplied, as at prefent, the ufe of thefe committees; and the commons, tho' 
they themfelves were the greatefi: innovators, employed the ufual artifice of com
plaining againft innovations, and pretending to recover the antient and eftablifhed 
government. 

FRoM the reports of their committees, the houfe daily paffed votes, which 
mortified and aflonifhed the court, and enflamed and animated the nation. Ship-. 
money was declared illegal and arbitrary ; the fentence againft Hambden cancel
led; the court of York aboli!hed ; compofitions of knighthood ftigmatized; the 
enlargement of the forefts condemned ; patents for monopolies annulled; and 
e ery I. te meafure of the adminHl:ration treated with reproach and obloquy. To 

Dugdale, Clarendon. 
parliament. 

t Hufb. Coli. p. 5 36. 
day, 

l Publifhed on diifolving the third 
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day, a fentence of the fiar-chamber was exclaimed againfi:: To morrow, a de- Chap V. 

cree of the high commiffion. Every difcretionary act of council was reprefented 
16

'1-
0

• 

.as arbitrary and tyrannical: And the general inference was frill inculcated, that 
a formed defign had been laid to fubvert the whole laws and conftitution of the 

kingdom. 
FRoM neceffity, the King remained entirely paffive during all thefe violent 

operations. The few fervants, who continued faithful to him, were feized with 
ail:onifhment at the rapid progrefs made by the commons in power ~nd popula
rity, and were glad, by their inactive and inoffenfive behaviour, to compound fo r 
impunity. The torrent rifing to fo dreadful and unexpected a height, defpair 
feized all thofe, who, from intereft or habits, were moft attached to monarchy. 
And as for thofe, who maintained their duty to the King, merely from their re
gard to the conflitution, they feemed, by their concurrence, to fwell that inun
dation, which began -already to deluge every thing. " You have taken the whole 
" machine of government in pieces," faid Charles in a difcourfe to the parlia .. 
n1ent; " a practice frequent with fkilful artifts, when they defire to clear the 
" wheels from any ruft, which may have grown upon them. The engine," con
tinued he, " may again be reftored to its former ufe and motions, provided it be 
" put up entire ; fo as not a pin of it be wanting.'' But this was far from the 
intention of the commons. The machine, they thought with fome reafon, was 
encumbered with many wheels and fprings, which retarded and croffed its opera
tions, and deftroyed its utility. Happy ! had they proceeded with modera
tion, and been contented, in their prefent plenitude of power, to remove fuch 
parts only as might juftly be deemed fuperfluous and incongruous. 

' IN order to maintain that high authority which they had acquired, the com
mons, befides confounding and overawing their opponents, judged it requifite to 
infpire courage into their friends and adherents ; particularly into the Scotch, and 
the religious puritans, to whofe affifrance and good offices they were already fo 

much beholden. 
No fooner were the Scotch mafters of the northern counties, than they lai(l 

afide their firfi: profeffions, which they had not indeed rreans to fupporr, of pay
ing for every thing; and in order to prevent the defiructive expedient of plunder 
and free quarters, the country confented to give them a regular contribution of 
8 50 pounds a-day, in full oft heir fubfiflence. The ~"'arliament, that they might 
relieve the northern counties from fo grievous an oppreffion, agreed to remit pay 
to the Scotch, as well as to the Englifh army ; and bcraufe fubfidies would be 
levied too fiowly for fo urgent an occafion, money was borrowed from the citi-

K k 2 zens 
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zens upon the fecurity of particular m ml1ers. Two fubfidies., a very fma\1 
·fum -::<, were at fid.l: voted; and as the intention of this lu;)ply vvas to indemnify 
the memb· rs, who, by their private, had fupporrcd publ:c credit, this pr tencc 
was immediately laid hold of~ and the money was ordered to be paid, not into 
the treaf'ury, but into commiffioners appointed by parliament: A practice, which, 
as it diminit11cd the authority of the rown, was ~~ery w~llingly embraced·, and 
was aftenvards continued by the eo m mer s, with 1 egard to every branch of reve
nue which they granted the Yir.g. The invafion of the Scotch had evidently 
been the caufe of afiembling the parliah ent; The pref nee of th ·ir army re .. 
duced the King to that total fubje~ ion in which he was now held: The com
n1ons, for this reafon, very openly profeffed their intention of retainin

0 
thefe 

invaders till all their enemies fhould be fuppreffed, and all their purpofes effected. 
1/Ve cannot yet .fpare the Scotch, ~lid Strode plainly in the houfc; the fons of Zerviah 
are flill too flrong for us: An allufion to a paffnge of the lcripture, according to 
the mode of that age. Eighty thoufand pounds a-month was requifite for the 
fubfiftence of the two armies ; a fum much greater than the kingdom had ever 
been accuflomed, in any former period, to pay to the public. And tho' feveral 
fubfidies, together with a poll-tax, were, from time to time, voted to anfwer the 
charge; the commons took care ftill to be in debt, in order to render the con· 
tinuance of the feffion the more neceffary. 

'fHE Scotch being fuch ufeful allies to the ma1econtent party in England, no 
\Vonder they w~re courted with the moft unlimited complaifance and the moft im
portant fervices. '"fhe Kin_?, in his firfi: fpeech, having called them rebels, ob
fcrved, that he had given great offence to the parliament; and he was imme
diately obliged to foften, and even retract that expreffion. The Scotch com
miffloners, of whom the moft confiderable were the Earl of Rothes and Lord 
Loudon, found every advantage in conducting their tre1ty ; and yet made no 
h:1fl:e in bringing it to an iffue. 'They were lodged in the city, and kept an inti
mate correfpondence, as well with the magi fl:rates, who were extremely dif~lffeet
ed, as with the popular leaders in both houfes. St. Antholine's church was af
fJgned tl em for their devotions ; and their chaplains, here, began openly to prac
.tile tbe prdbyterian form of wodhip, which, except in foreign languages, had 
never hitherto been allowed any indulgence or toleration. So violent was the 
general propenfity towards this new religion, that multitud~s of all ranks crowd
ed into the church. Thofe, who were fo happy as to fhd accefs early in the 
morning, kept their places the whole day : Thofe, who were excluded, clung 
to the doors or windows, in hopes of catching, at leafr, fome diftant murmurs or 

broken 
.... ,. It appears, that a fubfidy was no\v fallen to 5o,oco pounds • .. 
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br f~en phrafes of the holy rhetoric. All the eloquence of parliament, now well Chap. V. 

refir ed from pedantry, animated \ 1ith the fpirit of liberty, and e 1ployerl in 16
4°· 

fuch important i '"enfts, w, s not attended tu \Vith fuch infatiable avidity, as 
were thefe leB:urec:, delivered with ridiculous cant) and a provincial accent, full 
of barbarifm and of ignorance. 

'fHE mo(LeffeCl:ual expedient for paying court to the zealous Scotch was to 

promote the preibyterian difcipline and v;,•orfhip throughout England; and to 
this innovation, the p)pular leaders among the commons, as well as their moil 
devoted partizans, w re, of themfelves, fufficiently inclined. The puritanical 
party, whofe progrefs, tho' fecret, had hitherto been gradual in the kingdom, 
tal·ing ~dvantage of the prefent diforders, began openly to profefs their tenets, 
and to make furious attacks on the eftablifhed religion. The prevalence of that 
feB: in the parliament difcovered itfelf, from the beginning, by infenfible, but de
cifive fymptoms. Madhall and Burgefs, t '0 puritanical clergymen, were chofLn 
to preach before therr., and entertained them with difcourfes feven hours in length. 
It being the cuftom of the houfe always to'take the facrament befure they entered 
upon bu(]nefs, they odered, as a neceffary preliminary, that the communion table 
fhoulrl be removed fro:11 the ea11 end of St. Margaret's into the middle of the area. 
The name of the fpirituallords was commonly left out in acts of parliament; and 
the laws ran in name of the king, lords, and commons. The clerk of the upper 
houfe, in reading bills, turned his back on the bench of bifhops; nor was his 
infolence ever talren n:)tice of. On a day appointed for a folemn fail: and humi
liation, the whole orllers of temporal peers, contrary to f()rmer practice, in going 
to cl urch, took. place of the fpiritual ; and the Lord Spencer remarked, that th~ 
humiliation, that day, r emed confined alone to the prelates. 

EvERY meeting of the commons produced fome vehement harangue aga:nfr The biihops 

the ufurpations of the bifhops, againft the high commiffion, againft the late con- attacked. 

vocation, againft the new canons. So difgufted were all lovers of civil liberty 
at the doorines promoted by the clergy, that thefe invectives were received with-
out controul; and na diftinCl:ion, at firft, appeared between fuch as defired only 
to reprefs the exorbinnces of the hierarchy, and fuch as pretended totally to 
annihilate epifcopal jLrifdiB:ion. Encouraged by thefe favourable appearances, 
petitions againfl: the church were framed in different parts of the kingdom. The 
pithet of the ignoran1 and vicious priefthood was commonly applied to all church

n1en, addicted to the ~itablifhed difcipline and worfhip ; tho' the epifcopal clergy 
in England! during that age, fee m to have been, as they are at prefent, fuffici
ently learned and examplary. An aJdrefs againft cpif'copacy was prefented by 
twelve clergymen to the committee of religion, and pretended to be figned by 

many 

• 
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Chap. V. 111any hundreds of the puritanical perfuafion. But what made moft 'noife wa~ 
1 6+0

• • the city petition for a total alt_eration of church government ; a petition, to 
which 1 s,ooo fubfcriptions were annexed, and which was prefented by Alder
nlan Pennington, the city-member. 'Tis remarkable, that, among the many 
ecclefiafiical abufes, there co-mplained of, an allowance, given by the licencers 
of books, to publiili a tranfiation of Ovid's Art of Love, is not forgot by thefe 
ruftic cenfors. 

NoTWITHSTANDING the favourable difpofition of the people, the leaders in 
the houfe refolved to proceed with caution. They introduced a bill for prohi
biting all clergymen the exercife of any civil office. As a confequence, the 
bifhops were to be deprived of their feats in the houfe of peers; a meafure not unac
ceptable to the zealous friends of liberty, who obferved, with regret, the devoted 
attachment of that order to the will of the monarch. But when this bill was · 
prefented to the peers, it was rejected by a great majority : The firft check which · 
the commons had received in their popular career, and a prognofl:ic of what they 
might afcerwards expect from the upper houfe, whofe inclinations and intereft 
could never be totally feparated from the throne. But to fhow how little they 
were difcouraged, the puritans immediately brought in another bill for the total 
abolition of epifcopacy ; rho' they thought proper to let that bill fleep at prefent, 
in expectation of a more favourable opportunity for reviving it. 

AMONG other acts of regal, executive power, which the commons were every 
day alfuming, they iffi1ed orders for the demoli!hing all images, altars, crucifixes. 
The zealous Sir Robert Harley, to whom the execution of thefe orders was com
mitted, removed all croffes even out of ftreets and markets ; and from his 
abhorrence to that fuperftitious figure, would not any where allow two pieces of 
wood or ftone to lie over each other at right angles. 

THE Bi!hop of Ely and other clergymen were attacked on account of innova
tions. Cozens, who had long been obnoxious, was expofed to new cenfures. 
This p~rfon, who wa5 dean of Peterborough, was extremely zealous for ecclefi
afl:ical ceremonies : And fo far from permitting the communicants to break the 
facramental bread with their fingers ; a privilege on which the puritans very 
itrenuoufly infified ; he would not fo much as allow it to be cut ·with an ordinary 
houfhold infl:rument. A confecrated knife muft perform that facred office, and 
mufl: never afte ·wards be profaned by any vulgar fervice. 

CozENS likewife was accufed of having faid, The King has no more authority in 
cu!eji(ljlical matters, than the boy who rubs my h01/e's heels. The expreffion was 
violent : But 'tis certain, that all thofe high churchmen, who were fo induftrious 

in 
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in reducing the laity to fubmiffion, were extremely fond of their own pr~vil ges 

and independency, and were defirous of exempting the mitre from all fubjeB:ion 

to the crown. 

A committee was erecred by the commons as a court of inquifition upon the 

clergy, and was cornmonly denominated the committee of fcandalous mini.fters• 
The politicians among the commons were apprized of the great importance of the 
pulpit for guiding the people; the bigots were enraged againfi: the prelatical 

clergy; and both of them knew, that no eftablifhed government could be over

thrown by obferving ftrictly the principles of juftice, equity, or clemency. The 

proceedings, therefore, of this famous committee, which continued for feveral 

years, were, to the laft degree, cruel and arbitrary, and made dreadful havoc 
both on the church and the univerfities. They began with haraffing, imprifon

ing, and molefting the clergy ; and ended with fequeftring and ejeCting them. 
In order to join contumely to cruelty, they gave the fufferers the epithet of fcan
dalous, and endeavoured to render them as odious as they were miferable. The 

utmoft vice, however, which they could reproach to a great part of them, were, 

bowing at the name of Jefus, placing the communion-table in the eaft, reading 

the King's orders for fports on Sunday, and other praCtices, which the eftablifhed 

government, both in church and ftate, had firictly enjoined them. 

IT may be worth obferving, that all the hifi:orians, who lived near that ag , 
or what perhaps is more decifive, all authors, who have cafually made mention of 

thofe public tranfactions, ftill reprefent the civil diforders and convulfions as pro
ceeding from religious controverfy, and confider the political difputes about power 

and liberty as intirely fubord inate to the other. 'Tis true, had the King been 

able to abftain from all invafion of national privileges, it is not probable, th•lt 

the puritans ever could have acquired fuch authority as to overturn the who.e 
conftitution : Yet fo entire was the fubjection into which Charles was now fallen, 

that, if the wound had not been poifoned by the infufion of theological hatred, 
it muft have ad1nitted of a very eafy remedy. Difufe of parliaments, imprifon .. 

ment and profecution of members, fhip-money, an arbitrary and illegal admini

ftration ; thefe were loudly complained of: But the grievances, which tended 

chiefly to enflame the parliament and nation, efpecially the latter, were, the fu ·• 

plice, the rails placed about the altar, the bows exaCted on approaching it, the 

liturgy, the breach of the fabbath, embroidered copes, Iawn-fleeves, the ufe of 
the ring in marriage, and of the crofs in baptifm. On account of thefe, were 

both parties contented to throw the government into fuch violent convulfions ; 

and to the difgrace of that age and of this iiland, it muft be acknowleged, that 

2 h 
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the diforders in Scotland intirely, and thofe in England moftly, proceeded from 
fo mean and contemptible an organ*. 

SoME perfors, partial to the leaders, who now defended public liberty, have 
ventured to put them in ballance with the m oft illufrrious characters of antiquity; 
and mention the names of Pym, Hambden, Vane, as a ju!t para1lel to thofe of 
Cato, Brutus, Caffius. Profound capacity, indeed, undaunted courage, extenfive 
enterprize ; in :hefe particulars, perhaps the Ron1an do not much furpafs the 
E nglifh p:nriou : But what a difference, when the difcourfe, conduCt, conver .. 
fation, and prirate as well as public behaviour, of both are infpeCted? Compare 
only one circum!tance, and confider its confequences. The leizure of thofe no
ble antients were totally employed in the ftudy of Grecian eloquence and philofo· 
phy; in the cultivation of polite letters and civilized fociety: The whole dif
courfe and language of the moderns were polluted with myfrerious jargon, and 
full of the loweft and m oft vulgar hypocrify. 

THE laws, cS they frood at prefent, protected the church ; but they expofed 
the catholics to the utmoft rage of the puritans ; and thefe unhappy religionifis, 
{o obnoxious t(j the prevailing feet, could not hope to remain long unmolefted. 
The voluntary contribution, which they had made, in order to affift the King 
in his war agairtil: the Scotch covenanters, was inquired into, and reprefented as 
the greateft enormity. By an addrefs from the commons, all officers of that re
ligion were ren\oved from the army, and application was made to the King for 
feizing two thirds of recufants' lands ; a proportion to which, bx law, he was 
in titled, but which he had always allowed them to poffefs upon very ealy compo
fitions. The fevere and bloody laws againft prieft~ were infifted on: And one 
Goodman, a jefuit, who was found in prifon, was condemned to a capital punifh
ment. Ch.1rles however, agreeable to his ufual principles, fcrupled to fign the 
warrant for hi: execution ; and the commons exprelfed great refentment on 
that occafion. There remains a very fingular petition of Goodman, beg
ging to be hanged, rather than prove a fource of contention between 
the King and 1is pt:ople. lie efcaped with his liCe; but it feems more pro
bable, that he was overlooked, amidft affairs of greater confequence, than that 
fuch unrelenting hatred would be foftened by any confideration of his courage and 
generofity. 

FoR 

* Lord Claren ~n fitys, that the parliamentary p:1.rty were not agreed about the entire abolition of 
epifcopacy : They were only the root a?Zd brm:ch mfJZ, as they w re called, who infiil:cd on that meafure. 
But thofe who wcr{ willing to retain bifhops, infi11cd on reducing their author1ty to a low ebb; as well 
as on abolifhing th~ ceremonies of worfhip and veihnents of the clergy. T he controver.!)', therefore, 
between the parties was almofl: \V holly theologica!, and that of the mofi frivolous anJ ridi~ulous kind. 
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FoR fome years, Con, a Scotchman, afterwards, Rofetti, an [talian, had open:. 
Iy refided at London, and frequented the court, as vefted with ' commiffion from 
the Pope. The ~een ~s zeal, and her authority with her hufl:and, had been the 
caufe of thi~ imprudence, fo of[·nfive to the nation. But the fpirit of bigotry 
now rofe too high to permit any longer fuch indulgences. · 

HA vw AR o, a juftice of peace, having been wounded, whel employed in the 
exercife of his office, by one J ames, a catholic madman, this eJormity was afcri
bed to the popery, not to the frenzy of the alfaffin ; and great alarms feized the 

nation and parliament. An univerfal confpiracy of the papif1s was fuppofed to 
have taken place; and every man, for fome days, imagined, dat he had a fword 
at his throat. Tho' fome perfons of family and diftinB:ion wete ftill attached to 
the catholic fuperftition ; 'tis certain, that the numbers of that feet did not com
pofe the fortieth part of the nation : And the frequent panic, to which men,.. 
during this period, were fo fubject:, on account of the Catholics, were lefs the ef
fects of fear, than of extreme rage and averfion, entertained a5ainfi: them. 

THE ~een Mother of France, having been forced into bar.ifhment by fome 
court-intrigues, had retired into England; and expected !helte·, amidft her pre
fcnt diftreffes, in the dominions of her daughter and fon in-lav. But, tho' ihe 
tchaved in the mofl: inoffenfive manner, ihe was infulted by tre populace on ac
count of her religion ; and was even threatened with worfe trea1ment. The Earl 
of Holland, Lord lieutenant of Middlefex, had ordered a hurrlred mufqueteerc 
to guard her; but finding, that they had imbibed the fame prejudices wich the 
rdl.: of their country-men, and were very unwillingly employee in fuch a fervice, 
he l· id the cafe before the houfe of peers: For the King's authority was now intirely 
annihilated. He reprefented the indignity of the action, that fo great a Prin
cefs, mother to the King of France, and to the ~eens of Spain and England; 
fuould be affronted by the bafe multitude. He obferved the .ndelible reproach, 
which would fall upon the nation, if that unfortunate ~een fuould fuffer any 
violence from the mifguided zeal of the people. He urged tre facred rights of 
hofpitality, due to every one, much more to a perfon in dift1efs, of fo high a 

rank, with whom the nation was fo nearly connected. The p~ers thought pro-· 
per to communicate the matter to the commons, whofe author~ ty over the peo- . 
ple was abfolute. The commons agreed to the neceffity of pro:ect:ing the ~teen 
Mother; but at the fame time defired, that ihe might be defi·ed to depart the 
kingoom; H For the quieting thofe jealoufies in the hearts of lis Majefty's well
" affected fubjeCl:s, occafioned by fome ill-infi:ruments about 1hat ~'"en's per-, 
. ' fon, by the flowing of priefls and papifts to her houfe, and by the ufe and 
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Jl~-p. V. '"' pradice of the idolatry of the mafs and exercife of other fuperiHtious fervices 
16+o. ,, of the Romi1h church 2 to the great fcandal of true religion." 

CHARLES, in the former part of his reign, had endeavoured to overcome the 
intratl:able and encro.; ching fpiri.t of the common.~:, by a perfevc-rance in his OWll 

meafures, by a ftately dignity of behaviour, and by maintaining,. at their utmofl: 
height, and even firetching beyond former precedent, the rights of his preroga
tive. Finding by experience how unfuccef!>ful thofe meafures had proved, and 
obferving the low condition, to which he was now reduced, he refolved to alter 
his whole conduCt, and to regain the confidence of his people, by pliablenefs, by 
conceffions, and by a total conformity to their inclinations and prejudices. He 

confidered not, that the true rule of government, in fo difficult a fituation, 
as that, in which, fron1. the beginning of his reign, he was placed, confifred,. 
neither in freddinefs nor in facility, but in fuch a judicious mixture of both, as 
vould exactly fui t: the prefent circumfrances of the nation, and the particular 

pretenGons of his opponents. And, it may fafely be averred, that this new 
extreme, mto which the King, for want of proper council or fup~'ort, was 
fallen, became eqpally dangerous to the conftitution,. and pernicious to public 
peace, as the other, in which he had, fo long and fo unfortunately, perfevered. 

Tonnage and TH.E pretenfions with regard to tonnage and poundage were revived, and with 
poundage. certain aifurance of fuccefs, by the commons. The levying thefe duties, as 

formerly, without confent of parliament, and. even increafing them at pleafure, 
was fuch an incongruity in a free conftitution~ here the people, by their funda
mental privileges,. cannot be taxed but by their own confent, as could no longer 
be endured by thefe jealous patrons of liberty. In the preamble, therefore, to 
the bill, where the commons granted thefe duties to the King, they took care, 
in the ftrongeft and moft. pofitive terms, to aifert their own right of befrowing 
this gift, and to diveft the crown of all independent title of aifuming it. And 
that they might increafe, or rather finally fix, the intire dependance and fubje
ftion of the King, they voted thefe duties only for two monrhs; and afterwards,. 
from time to time, renewed their grant for very fhorc periods*. Charles, in 
order to. !how, that he entertained no intention ever again to feparate himfelf 
f.rom his parliament,. paired this important bill,, without any fcruple or hefi-
tation •. 

WITH1 

• It was an inftroB:ion given by the houfe to the committee, wliich framed one of thefe bills, to 
take care, · that the rates upon the home-commodities may be as light as poffible ; and upon foreign • 

commodities as heavy as trade will bear: A proof, , that the nature of commerce began now to be un
derfro<ld, Journ. 1. June 1641. 
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WlTH regard to the bill for triennial parliaments, he made a little difficulty. Ch~p. V'~ 

By an old fl:atute, paffed during the reign of Edward lii. it had been enacted Ib+o· 

that parliaments fhould be held once every year, or more frequently, if neceifary :Triennial bill. 

But as no provifion had been made in cafe of failure, and no precife method 

pointed out for execution ; this .ftatute had been confidered merely as a general 

declaration, and was difpenfed with at pleafure. The defect was tupplied by thofe 

vigilant patriots, who now affumed the re-ins of government. It was enafred, 

that if tbe chancellor, who was firft bound under fevere penalties, failed to iffue 

writs by the thi rd of September in every third year, any twelve or more of the 

peers fho 1ld be empowered to exert this authority : In default of the peers, the 

iberifis, mayors, bayliffs, &c. fhould fummon the voters: And in their default, 

the vottrs themfel ' es fl1ould meet and proceed to the election of members, in the 

fame manner as if writs had been regularly iffued from the crown. Nor could 

the parlian c·1 t, after it was afiemble-.l, be arUourned, prorogued,' or diifolved, 

without their o ~n confent, during the fpace of fifty days. By this bill, fame of 

the nobleft and mu£1: v, luablc prerogatives of the crown were retrenched; but 

at the fame time, nothing could be more requifite than fuch a fratute, for corn-

pleating a regular plan of law and liberty. A great relucitmce to affemble parlia-

ments muft be expe.Ct:ed in the King ; where thefe affemblies, as of late, efrablifh 

it as a maxim to carry their fcrutiny into every part of government. During 

long intermiffions of p.1rliament, &rievances and abufes, agreeable to recent expe-

rience, would naturally creep in; and it would even become neceffary for the 

King and counca to exert a great difcretionary authority, and, by acts of ftate~ 

-fupply, in every emergence, the legiilative power, whofe meeting was fo uncer-

tain and precarious. Charles, finding, that nothing lefs would fatisfy his par-

'liament and people, at Iaft gave his affent to this bill, wh:ch produced fo great 

an innovation in the confl:itution. Solemn thanl·s were preh nted him by both 

houfes. Great rejoicing;; were expreffed both in the city and throughout the na-

·tion. And mighty profeffions were, every where, made of gratitude and mutual 

returns of fupply and confidence. This conceffion of the King, it muft be own-

ed, was not intirely voluntary: It was of a nature too important to be voluntary. 

The fole inference, which his partizans were intitled to draw from the fubmif-

·fions, fo frankly made to prefent neceffity, was, that he had certainly adopted a 

new plan of government, and, for the future, was refolved, by every indulgence, 

to acquire the confidence and affeCtions of his people. 

CHARLES thought, that what conceffions were made to the public were of 

little confequence, if no gratifications were beftowed on the individuals, who 

had acquired the direCtion of public councils and determinations. A change of 

L 1 2 mini!ters, 
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minifters, as well as of meafures, was, therefore, refol ved on. In one day feverat 
new privy counfellors were fworn; the Earls of Hertford, Bedford, Effex, Briftol; 
the Lords Say, Saville, Kimbolton : Within a fe\V days after, was admitted the 
Earl of Warwic. i\ll thefe Noblemen were of the popular party; and fome of 
t'1rm afterwards, when matters were pufhed . to extremity by the commons, pro
vtd the greatefl: fupport of monarchy. 

J uxo~ , biihop of London, who had never defired the treafurer's ftaff, now 
earneftly follicited for leave to re!ign it, and retire to the care of that turbulent 
diocefe, which was committed to him. The king gave his affent; and it is re
markable, that, during all the fevere inquiries, carried on againft the conduct of 
minifl:ers and prelates, the mild and prudent virtues of this man, who bore both 
thefe invidious charaCters, remained unmolefted. It was intended, that Bedford, 
a popular man, of great authority, as well as wifdom and moderation, lhould 
fucceed Juxon; But that Nobleman, very unfortunately both for King and peo
ple, died about this very time. By fome promotions, place was made for St. 
John, who was created follicitor-general. Hollis was to be made fecretary of 
_ftate, in place of Windebank, who had fled: Pym, chancellor of the exchequer, 
in place of Lord Cottington, who had refigned : Lord Say, mafter cf the wards, 
in place of the fame Nobleman: The Earl of E!fex, governor;. and Hambden, 
ttltor to the Prince. 

WHAT retarded the execution of thefe projeB:eJ changes, was the difficulty of 
ftti -fying all thofe, who, from their activity and au ~ hority in parliament, had 
preten!ions for offices, -and who had it frill in their power to embarrafs and diftrefs 
the public meafures. Their affociates too in popularity, whom the King intend
ed to di!l:inguifn by his favours, were unwilling to undergo the reproach of hav
ing driven a feparate bargain, and of facrificing, to their own ambitious views , 
the caufe of the nation. And as they were fenfible, that they muft owe their 
preferment entirely to their weight and confideration in parliament, they were, moft. 
of them, refolved frill to adhere to that affembly, and both to promote its autho
rity, and to preferve their own credit in it. On all occafions, they had no other 
advice to give the King, than to allow himfelf to be directed by his great coun
cil; or in other words, to refign himfelf paffively to their guidance and govern
ment. And Charles found, that, inftead of acquiring friends, by the honours 
and offices which he 1bou1d befrow, he would only arm his enemies with more· 
power to hurt him. 

THE end, on which the King was moft intent in changing minifters, was to, 
£we the life_ ~f ~he earl of Stratford, and to n1ollify, by thefe indulgences, th~ 

rag_~ · 



CHARLES 

rage of his mort furious profecutors. But fo high was that Nobleman's reputation Chap. V. 

d 11. l64o, fur experience and capacity, that all the new counfellors and intende miniuers 
plainly faw that if he efcaped their vengeance, he muft retllrn into favour and au-
thority; and they regarded his death as the only fecurity, which they could have, 
both for the efl:ablifhment of their prefent power, and for fuccefs in their farther 
enterprizes. His impeachment, therefore, was pufhed on with the utmoft vigour; S~ralaffor.d's 

tn • 
and after long and folemn preparations, was brought to a fin,11 iffue. 

IMMEDIATELY after Strafford was fequefhed from parliament, and confined in 
the Tm.ver, a committee of thirteen were chofen by the lower houfe, and entruft
ed with the office of preparing a charge againfr him . . Thefe, joined to a fmall 
(:Ommittee of lords, were vefred with authority to examine all witndfes, call for 
every paper, and ufe any means of fcrutiny, with regard to any part of the Earl's 
behaviour and conduct. After fo general and unbounded an inquifition, exer
cifed by f1:1ch powerful and implacable enemies; a man mufl: have been very cau· 
tious or very innocent, not to afford, during the whole courfe of his life, fome 
matter of accufJtion againll: him. 

THIS committee, by direCtion from both houfes, took an oath of fecrecy ; a. 
practice very unnfual, and which gave 4 them the appearance of confpirators, more 
than minifters of juftice. But the intention of this ftrictnefs, was to render it 
more difficult for the Earl to elude their fearch, or prepare for his j uftification. 

Application was made to the king, that he wou !d allow this committee to exa
mine privy counfellors with regard to opinions delivered at the board. A con·-

.ceffion, which Charles unwarily made, and which thenceforth bani!hed all mu
tual confidence, from the deliberations of council ; where every man is fup
pofed to have entire freedom, without fear of future punifhment and inquiry,. 
of propofing any expedient, queftioning any opinion, or fupporting any arg~· 
ment. 

SIR George Ratcliffe, the Earl's intimate friend and confident, was accufed os 
high treafon, fcnt for from Ireland, and committed to clofe cuftody. As no. charge 
ever appeared or was profecuted againft him, it is impoffible to give a more chari:. 
table interpretation to this meafure, than that the commons thereby in.tended to de
prive Strafford, in hi prefent di!hefs, of the affirtance of his beft friend, who 
was moft enabled, by his teftimony, to juftify the innocence of his patron's 
conduct and behaviour. 

WHEN intelligence arrived in Ireland of the plans laid for Strafford's ruin, th 
lrifh houfe of commons, tho' they had very lately beftowed moft ample praifes on 
.his adminiftration, entered into all the violent councils againft him, and prepared 

a repre .. 
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a repreientation of the miferable fiate, into which, by his mifcondu.ct, they fup· 

pofed the kingdom to be fallen. They fent over a committee into England te> 
.ailift in the profecution of their unfortunate governor; and by intimations from 

;this committee, who entered into clofe confederacy with the popular leaders in 
England, was every meafure of the Irifu parliament governed and directed. Im

peachments, which were never pro!ecuteo, were carried up againft Sir Richard 

Bolton, the chancellor, Sir Gerard Louther, chief jufi:ice, and Bramhall, bifhop 

.of Derry. This fi:ep, which was an exact counter- part to the proceedings in 

England, ferved alfo the fame purpofes : It deprived the King of the minifters, 

whom he moft trufi:cd ; it difcouraged and terrified all the other minifrers; and 

it prevented thofe perfons, who were beft acquainted with Strafford's councils, 

from giving evidence in his favour before the E11glifh parliament. 

THE bilhops, being forbid by the ar.tient canons to ailift in any trial for life, 

and being unwilling, by any oppofition, to irritate the commons, who were al
ready much prejudiced againft them, thought proper, of themfelves, to with
draw. The eo m mons alfo voted, that the new created peers ought to have no 

voice in this trial; b:caufe the accufation being agreed to, while they were com

n1oners, their confent to it was implied with that of all the commons of England. 

Notwithfranding this decifion, which was meant only to deprive Strafford of fo 

many friends, the Lord Seymour, and fome others, ftill continued to keep their 

feat; nor was their right to it any farther queftioned. 

To beftow a greater folemnity on this important trial, fcaffolds were eretl:ed 

in Wefrminfter-hall ; where both houfes fat, the one as accufers, the other as. 

judges. Befides the chair of ftate, a clofe gallery was prepared for the King and 

~1een, who attended during the whole trial. 

AN accufation, carried on by the united effort of three kingdoms, againft 

()ne man, unproteCted by power, unaffifted by council, difcountenanced by au
-thority, was Lkely to prove a very UI,.equal contefi: : Yet fuch was the capacity, 
genius, prefence of mind, difpJayed by this magnanimous ftatefman, that, while 

2rgument and reafon and Jaw had any place, he obtai!1ed an undifputed victory .. 

And he perifhed at laft, overwhelr11ed and fiill unfubdued, by the undifguifed 
violence of his · fierce and unrelenting antagonifts. 

THE articles of impeachment againft Strafford are twenty eight in number; 

and regard his conduCt, as prefident of the council of York, as deputy or lieu

tenant of Ireland, as counfellor or commander in England. But tho' four 

n10nths were employed by the managers in framing the a'cufation, and all Straf-
. ford'• 
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ford's anfwers were extemporary; it appears from comparifon, not only that he 
v;as free from the crime of treafon, of which there is not the Ieafl: appear, nee, but 
that his conduCt, making allowance for human infirmities, expofed to fuch fevert! 
fcrutiny, was innocent, and even laudable. 

THE powers of the northern council, while he was pre!ident, had been ex
tended, by the King's inflrlletionr,, beyond what formerly had been praetif,·d : 
But that court bting, at firft, infi: .tuted by a ftrctch of royal prerogative, it had· 
been ufual for the prince to vary his inftruClions; and the largefl: authority, com
n1it ed to it, was altogether as legal as the mofl: moderate and moft limited. Nor. 
\Vas it realonable to conclude, that Strafford had ufed any art to procure thofe ex
tenfive powers; fince he never once fat as prefident, nor exercifed cne atl: of ju ... 
rifdic1ion, after he was invefkd with the authority, fo much complained of. 

IN the government of Ireland, his admin:fhation had been equally promotive 
of his mafter's intereH:, and that of the fubjech, committed to his care. A large 
debt he had payed ofr: I-Ie had left a confJderable fum in the exchequer : The re
venues, which before never anfwered the cnarges of government, were now 
railed to be equal to them: A fmall ftanding army, formerly kept in no order, 
was augmented and was goverEed by the m oft exaCt: difcipline : And a great 
force was there raifed and paid, for th~ fupport of the King's authority againfu 
the Scotch covenanters. 

IN ousTR Y, and all the arts of peace, were introduced· among that favage· 
people: The iliipping of the kingdom augmented a hundred-fold : The cuftoms
tripled uptm the fa me rates: The exports double in value to the imports : Ma
nufaCtures, particularly that of Jinnen, introduced and promoted : Agriculture, 
by means of the Englifh and Scotch plantations, gradually advancing : The pro
teft:ant religion encotlraged, without the perfecution or difcontent of the catholics. 

THE fprings of authority he hard enforced without ovedl:raining them. Dif .. 
cretionary aCts of jurifdiB:ion, indeed, he had often exerted, by holding courts
nlartia1, billeting foldiers, deciding caufes upon paper-petitions before the council,_. 
Hfuing proclamatit>ns, and punifhing their infraCtion. But difcretionary authority, 
<luring that age, was ufually exercifed even in England. In Ireland, it was ftill 

ore requifite, among a wild people, not yet thoroughly fubdued,. averfe to the 
religion and manners of their conquerors, ready, on all occaflons, to relapfe int() 
rebellion and diforder. While the managers of the commons demandc:d, every 
moment, that the deputy's conduct fuould' be examined by the line of .. igid law 
and fevere principles ; he appealed frill to the practice of all former deputies, and 
·O the uncontroulable neceffity of his fituation. 

7 

So great was his art of managing eleCtions, and bal ancing partie~, that he
ad engaged the Iri!h parlian1ent to vote whatever was nC\:effary_, both for th 
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payment of former debts, and for fupport of the new levied army ; nor had he 
ever been reduced to the illegal expedients, praB:ifed in England, for the fupply 
'Of public neceffities. No imputation of rapacity could jufrly lie againft his ad
minifrration. Some inftances of imperious expreffions and even aCtions may be 
met with. The cafe of Lord Mountnorris, of all thofe colleCted with fo much 
induftry, is the m9ft fiagrant and the leaft excufable. 

IT had been reported at the table of the Lord chancellor Loftus, that one of 
the deputy's attendants, a relation of Mounrnorris, in moving a ftool, had fore
ly hurt his mafter's foot, who was at that time affiiB:ed with the gout. Perhaps, 
faid Mountnorris, who was prefent at table, it spas done in revmg-e of that public 
affront, which my Lord deputy formerly put upon me: BuT I HAVE A BROTHER, 
WHO WOULD NOT HAVE TAKEN SUCH A REVENGE. This cafua}, and ieemingJy 
innocent, at leaft very ambiguous, expreffion was reported to Strafford ; who, on 
pretence that Mountnorris was an officer, ordered him to be tried by a court. 
-1nartial for mutiny and fedition ~gainft his general. The court, which confifled 
of the chief officers of the army, found the crime to be capital, and condemned 
that Nobleman to lofe his head. 

IN vain did Stratford plead in his own defence again!t this article of impeach. 
ment, That the fentence againft Mountnorris was the deed, and that too unani
Inous, of the court, not the aCt of the deputy ; that he fpoke not to a member 
.of the court, nor voted in the caufe, but fat uncovered as a party ; and then im
mediately withdrew, to leave them to their freedom ; that fenfible of the iniquity 
of the fentence, he procured his Majefty's free pardon to Mountnorris; that he 
did not even keep that Nobleman a moment in fufpence with regard to his fate, hut 
inftantly told him, that he himfelf would fooner lofe his right hand than execute 
fuch a fentence, nor was his Iordfhip's life in any manner of danger; and that 
upon the whole, the only hardfhip, which Mountnorris fuffered, was imprifonment 
during two days, after which his liberty was reftored him. In vain did Strafford's 
friends add, as a further apology, that Mountnorris was a man of an infamous 
charaCter, who p tyed court, by the loweft aduiation, to all deputies, while pre-' 
fent ; and blackened their character, by the vilefl: calumnies, when recalled : And 
that Stratford, expeCting like treatment, had ufed this expedient for no other pur-. 
pofe than to fubdue the petulant fpirit of the man. Thefe excufes alleviate the guilt; 
but there ftill remains enough to prove, that the mind of the deputy, tho' great 
and firm, had been not a little debauched by the riot of abfolute power, and un

controuled authority. 
WHEN Stratford was called over into England, he found every tl)ing failing 

into fuch confufion, by the open rebellion of the Scotch, and the fecret difcontents 
.of fhe Engli!h, that, if he had counfelled or executed any violent meafure, he 

might 
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might perhaps have been able to apologize for his conduCt, frotn the great I w of 
neceffity, which admits not, while the neceffity is extreme, of any fcru le, ce

remony, or delay. But in fact, no illegal advice or aCtion was proved againft 

him; and the whole amount of his guilt, during this period, was fome peevifh, 

or at moft imperious expreffions, which, amidft fuch defperate extremities, 

and during a bad ftate of health, had unhappily fallen from him. 

Iv Strafford's apology was, in the main, fo fatisfaclory, when he pleaded to 

each particular arttcle of the charge, his victory was frill more decifive, when he 

brought the whole together, and repelled the imputa~ion of high treafon; the 

crime which the commons would infer from the full view of his conduct and be
haviour. Of all fpecies of guilt,. the law of England had, with the moft fcrupulous 
exaCl:nefs, defined that of treafon; becaufe on that fide it was found mofl: requi
fite to protect the fubjcct againft the violence of the king and of his miniftcrs. 
By the famous ftatute of Edward Ill. all the kinds of treafon are enumerated, 

and every other crime, befides fuch as are there exprefsly mentioned, is care· 
fully excluded from that denomination. But with regard to this guilt, An en

deavour to fubvert the fundamental laws, the ftatute of treafon is totally filent : 

And arbitrarily to introduce it into the fatal catalogue, is itfelf a fubverfion of 

all law ; and under pretence of defending liberty, reverfes a ftatute the beft: 

calculated for the fecurity of liberty, which had ever been enaCled by an Englith 

parliament. 
As this fpecies of treafon, difcovered by the commons, is intirely new and 

unknown to the laws ; fo is the fpecies of proof, by which they pretend to fix 
that guilt upon the prifoner. They have ·invented a kind of accumulative or 

.conftrutlive evidence, by which many aB:ions, either totally innocent in them .. 
Jelves, or criminal in a much inferior degree, fhall, when united, amount to 

treafon, and fubjeEt the perfon to the highdl: penalties infliB:ed by the law. A 
hafty and unguarded word, a rafu and paffionate aCtion, affifl:ed by the malevo

lent fancy of the accufer, and tortured by doubtful conll:ruB:ions, is tranfmuted 

into the deepeft guilt; and the lives and fortunes of the whole nation, no longer 

protected by jufrice, are fubjetled to arbitrary will and pleafure. 

'' \V HERE has this fpecics of guilt lain fo long concealed," fa id Stratford in 

conclufion: " \Vhere has this fire been fo long buried, during fo many centuries, 

'' that no fmoke fhould appear, till it burfl out at once, to confume me and my 
" chilclren? Better it were to live under no law at all, and, by the maxims of 

" cautious prudence, to conform ourfdves, the beft we can, to the arbitrary ill 

" of a maft~r; than fancy we have a law on which we can rely, and find, at 

" lail:, that this law !hall inflict a puniihment precedent to the promulgation~ 
VoL. I. M n1 " and 
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" and try us by maxims unheard of, till the very moment of the profecution. 

" If I fail on the Thames, and fplit my veifel on an anchor; in cafe there be no 

" buoy to give warning, the party fhall pay me damages : But, if the anchor 

" be marked out, then is the fhiking on it at my own pelil. Where is the 

'' n1ark fet upon this crime? Where is the token by which I fhould difcover 

" it ? It has lain concealed under water; and no human prudence, no human 

" innocence could fave me from the deftruB:ion, with which I am at prefent 

" threatened. 

" IT is now full two hundred and forty years fince treafons were defined ; 

" and fo long has it been, fince any man was touched to this extent, upon 

" this crime, before n1yfelf. We have lived, my lords, happily to ourfelvcs at 

" home; we have lived gloriouily abroad, to the world : Let us be content with 

" what our fathers have left us : Let not our ambition carry us to be more 

" learned than they were, in thefe killing and deftructive arts. Great wifdom 

" it will be in your Iordfhips, and juft providence, for yourfelves, for your pof

'' terities, for the whoJe kingdom, to cafi: from you, into the fin~, thefe bloody 

" ar:1d myfterious volumes of arbitrary and conftruCt.ive treafons, as the primitive 

" chriftians did their books of curious arts, and betake yourfelves to the plain 

" letter of the ftatute, which tells you where the crime is, and points out to you 

" the path, by which you may avoid it! 

" LET us not, to our own defiruction, awake thofe fieeping lion", by rattling 

'' up a company of old records, which have lain, for fo many ages, by the wall, 

" forgotten and negleCted. To all my affliCtions, add not this, my lords, the 

" moft fevere of any; that I, for my other fins, not for my treafons, be the 

" means of introdu_cing a precedent, fo pernicious to the laws and liberties of my 

" native country. 

" HowEVER thefe gentlemen at the bar fay, they fpeak for the common

,, wealth ; and they believe fo : Yet, under favour, it is I who in this particular, 

" fpeak for the commonwealth. Precedents, like thofe endeavoured to be efta

,, blifhed againfi: tne, mufi: draw along fuch inconveniences and miferies, that, 

" in a few years, the kingdom will be in the con-lition, expreffed in a ftatute 

" of Henry IV ; and no man fhall know by that rule to govern his words and 

" actions. 
'' IMPOSE not, my lords, difficulties infurmountable upon minifters of ftate, 

" nor difable them from ferving with cheerfulnefs their king and country. If 

" you examine them, and under fuch fevere penalties, by every grain, by every 

" little weight ; the fcrutiny will be intolerable. The public affairs of the 

" kingdom muft be left wafte; and no wife man, who has any honour or for-
" tune 
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'' tune to lofe, will ever engage himfelf in fuch dreadful, fuch unknown Chap. V. 

" perils. 
1 6+
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" Mv lords, I have now troubled your lordfhips a great deal longer than I 

" fuould have done. Were it not for the intereft of thefe pledges, which a faint 

" in heaven left me, I fhould be loth. "--Here he pointed to his children, and 

hi~ weeping ftopped him.-'' What I forfeit for myfelf, it is nothing: But, I 

" confefs, that my indifcretion Ihould forfeit for them, it wounds me very deep

" ly. You will be pleafed to pardon my infirmity: Something I fhould have 

" faid ; but I fee I fhall not be able, and therefore I !hall leave it. 

" AN o now, my lords, I thank God, I have been, by his bleffing, fufficiently 

" inftructed in the extreme vanity of all temporary cnjoyments, compared to the 

" importance of our eternal duration. And fo, my lords, even fo, with alii u

" mility, and with all tranquillity of mind, I fubmit, clearly and freely, to your 

'' judgments : And whether that righteous doom !hall be to life or death, I 1hall 

~' repofe myfelf, full of gratitude and confidence, in the arms of the great Author 

" of my exiftence." _ 

C ER er A IN L Y, fays vVhitlocke with his ufual candor, never any ma11 afled 

fuch a part, on fuch a theatre, with more wifdom, conflancy, and eloquence, with 

greater reafon, judgment and temper, and with a better grace in all his words and 

a.ftions, than did this great and excellent perfon; and he moved the hea.rts of all his 

auditors, fome fiw excepted, to remorfe and pity. It is remarkable, that the hifto

rian, who expreffes himfelf in thefe terms, was himfelf chairman of that com

mittee, which conducted the impeachment againft this unfortunate ftatefman. 

The accufation and defence lafted eighteen days. The managers divided the fe

veral articles among them, and attacked the prifoner with all the weight of au

thority, with all the vehemence of rhetoric, with all the accuracy of long prepa

ration. Strafford was obliged to fpeak with deference and referve towards his 

moft inveterate enemies, the commons, the Scotch nation, the Irilh parliament. 

He took only a very 1hort time, on each article, to recollect himfelf : Yet he 

alone, without affiftance, n1ixing modefty and humility with firmnefs and vigour, 

made fuch a defence, that the commons faw it impoffible, by a legal profecution, 

ever to obtain a fentence againft him. 

BuT the death of Strafford was too important a ftroke of party to be left un

attempted by any expedient, however extraordinary. Befides the great genius 

and authority of that minifter, he had threatened fome of the popular leaders with 

an impeachment; and, had he not been fuddenly prevented by an accufation of 

the commons, he had, that very day, it was thought, charged Pym, Hambden, 

an ·~ others, with treafon, for having invited the Scotch to invade England. A 

M m 2 bill 
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bill of attainder was therefore brought into the lower houfe immediately after 
finifhing thefe pleadings; and preparatory to it, a new proof of the Earl's guilt 
was produced, in order to remove fuch fcruples as might be entertained with re· 
gard to a method of proceeding, fo unufual and irregular. 

SIR Henry Vane, fecretary, had taken down fome notes of a debate in council, 
:&fter the diffolution of the laft parliament ; and being at a diftance, he had fent 
the keys of his cabinet, as was pretended, to his fan, Sir Henry, in order to fearch 
for fame papers, which were neceffary for compleating a marriage-fetrlement. 
Young Vane, falling upon this paper of notes, deemed the matter of the utmoft 
confequence; and immediately communicated it to Pym, who now produced the 
paper before the houfe of commons. The queftion before the council was; Of
fen)ive or defenjive 'war with the Scotch. The King propof~s this difficulty, " But 
'' how can I undertake offenfive war if I have no n1ore n1oney ?'' The anfwer 
afcribed to Strafford was in thefe words. " Borrow of the city a hundred thou
" f.md pounds : Go on vigoroufly to levy fhip~money. Your Majefty having 
" tried the affeCtions of your people, you are abfolved and loofe from all rules 
c' of government, and may do what power will admit. Your Majefl:y, having 
" tried all ways, fl1all be acquitted before God and man. And you have an army 
" in Ireland, which you may employ to reduce THIS kingdom to obedience: 
" For I am confident the Scotch cannot hold out five months." There follow
ed fome councils of Laud and Cottington, equally violent, with regard to the 
King's being abfolved from all rules of government. 

THIS paper, with all the circun1ftances of its difcovery and communication, 
was pretended to be equivalent to two witneifes, and to be an unanfwerable proof 
of thofe pernicious councils of Strafford, which tended to the fubverfion of the 
laws and confl:itution. But it was replied by Strafford and his friends, That old 
Vane was his m oil: inveterate and declared enemy ; and if the fecretary himfelf, 
as was by far moft probable, had willingly delivered to his fon this paper of 11otes, 
to be communicated to Pym, this implied fuch a breach of oaths and of truft as 
rendered him totally unworthy of all credit. 'fhat the fecretary's depofition was 
at firft exceedingly dubious: Upon two examinations, he could not ren1ember any 
fuch words: Even the third time, his teitimony was not pofitive, but imported 
only, that qtrafrord had fpol~e fuch or fuch-Jike words: And words may be very 
like in found, and differ much in fenfe; nor ought the li.ves of men to depend 
upon grammatical criticifi11s of any expreffions, much lefs, of thofe delivered by 
the fpeaker without pr\.meditation, and committed by the hearer, for any time, 
however fhort, to the uncertain record of memory. That, in the prefent cafe, 
changing 'Ipis _kingdom into '!'hat kingdom, a very flight alteration! the Earl's 

difcourfe 
.i 
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difcourfe could regard nothing but Scotland, and implies no advice unworthy of Ch:lp. V. 

an Engliih counfellor. That even retaining the expreffion, "Il1is kingdom, the 16fi. 
words may fairly be underftood of Scotland, which alone was the kingdom that 
the debate regarded, and which alone had thrown off allegiance, and could be 
reduced to obedience. That it could be proved, as \Vell by the evidence of all 
the King's minifi:ers, as by the known difpofition of the forces, that the in-
tention never was to land the Iriih army in England, but in Scotland. That 
of fix other counfellors prefent, Laud and Windebank could give no evidence; 
Northumberland, Hamilton, Cottington, and J uxton, could recollect no fuch 
expreffion; and the advice vvas too remarkable to be cafily forgot. That it was 
no wife probable fuch a defperate council wonld be openly delivered at the 
board, and before Northumberland, a perfon of that high rank, ;nd w hofe at
tachments to the court were fo n1uch weaker than his attachments to the country. 
That tho' Northumberland, and he alone, had recollected fome fuch expreffion, 
as that Of being abfoh:ed from rules of government; yet, in fuch defperate extre-
mities as thofe, into which the King and kingdom were then fallen, a maxim of 
that nature, allowing it to be deiivered by Strafford, may be . defended, up?n 
principles the mofi: favourable to law and liberty. P. nd that nothing could be 
more iniquitous, than to extract an accufation of treafon from an opin on , fimply 
propofed at the council-table; where all freedom of debate ought to be permit-
ted, and where it was not unufual for the members, in order to draw forth the 
fentiments of others, to propofe councils very remote from their own fccret ad. 

_ vice and judgment. 
THE evidence of Secretary Vane, tho' expofed to fuch unfurmountable objec- Bill of at

tions, was the real caufe of Strafford's unhappy fate; and made the bill of at- taincier. 

tainder pafs the commons with no greater oppofltion than that of fifty-nine dif. 
fenting votes. But there remained two other branches of the Jegi!lature, the 
King and the lords, \Vhofe affent was requifite; and thefe, if left to their free 
judgment, it \'as eafily foreLen, woul i rejeCt the bill, without fcruple or deli
beration. To overcome this diffiCLlty, the popular leaders emp oyed expedients, 
for which they were beholden partly to their o ;vn indufl:ry, partly to the impru-

dence of their ad verfa t ies. 
NEXT Sun'1ay after the bill paffed the commons, the puritanical pulpits re found

ed with declamations concerning the neceillty of executing jufiice upon great de
linquents*. The populace took the alarm. About fix thoufand men, armed 
with fwords and cudgels, flocked from the city, and {urrounded the hollfes of 
parliament. The names of the fifty-nine commoners, who had voted ag inil: the 

, ill 
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bill of attainder, were pafted up under the title of Stra.ffordians and betrayers of 
their country. Thefe were expofed to all the infults of the ungovernable multi
tude. Vv hen any of the lords paffed, the loud cry of 'Juflice againft Strafford 
refounded in their ears : And fuch as were fufpeCted of friendfhip to that obnoxi
ous minifter, were fure to meet with menaces, not unaccompanied with fymp .. 
toms of the motl: defperate refolutions in the furious populace. 

CoMPLAINTS in the houfe of commons being made againft thefe violences as 
the mofl: flagrant breach of privilege, the ~uling members, by their affected cool
nefs and indifference, !bowed plainly, that the popular tumults were not difa
greeable to them. But a new difcovery, made about this time, ferved to throw 

every thing into ftill greater flame and combuftion. 
SoME principal officers, Piercy, Jermyn, Oneale, Goring, \Vilmot, Pol

lard, Afhburnham, partly attached to the court, partly difgufted with the par
liament, had formed a plan of engaging into the King's fervice the Englifh ar
my, ~horn they obferved to be difpleafed at fome marks of preference given by 
the comn1ons to the Scotch. For this purpofe, they entered into an affocia
tion, took an oath of fecrecy, and kept a clofe correfpondence with fome of the 
King's fervants. The form of a petition to the King and parliament was con
certed ; and it was propofed to get this petition fubfcribed by the army. The 
petitioners there reprefent the great and unexampled conceffions made by the 
King for the fecurity of public peace and liberty ; the endlefs demands of cer
tain infatiable and turbulent fpirits, whom nothing lefs will content than a total 
fubverfion of the antient conftitution ; the frequent tumults, which chefe fac
tious malecontents had excited, and which endangered the liberty of parliament. 
To prevent thefe mifchiefs, the army offered to come up and guard that af
fembly. " So fhall the nation," as they exprefs themfelves in the conclufion, 
" not only be vindicated from precedent innovations, but be fecured from the 
" future, which are threatened, and which are likely to produce more danger
" ous effects than the former." The draught of this petition being conveyed 
to the King, he was prevailed on, fomewhat imprudently, to counterfign it 
himfelf, as a mark of his approbation. But as feveral difficulties occurred, 
the project was laid afide two months before any public difcovery was made 

of it. 
IT was Goring, who betrayed the fecret to the popular leaders. The alarm may 

eaGly be imagined, which this intelligence conveyed. Petitions from the mili
tary to the civil power are always looked on as difguifed, or rather undifguifed 
commands ; and are of a nature widely different from petitions, prefented by 
any other rank of men. Pym opened the matter in the houfe. On the firft 

intimation 
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intimation of a difcovery, Piercy concealed himfelf, and Jc>rmyn withdrew be- Chap. v. 
yond {(a. This farther confirmed the fufpicion of a dangerous confpiracy. I641· 

Goring delivered his evidence before the houfe. Piercy wrote a letter to his 
brother, Northumberland, confeiling moft of the particulars. Both their tefti-

1110nies agree with regard to the oath of fecrecy; and as this circumftance had 

been denied by Pollard, Afhburnham, and \Vilmot, in all their examinations, 

it was regardtd as a new proof of fome defperate refolutions, which had been 

taken. 
To convey more quickly the terror and indign~tion at this plot, the commons 

voted, that a proteftation fhould be figned by all the members. It was fent up 

to the lords, and ugned by all of them, except Southampton and Robarts. 

Orders were given by the commons alone, without other authority, that it 
fuould be fubfcribed by the whole nation. The proteftation was in jtfelf very 

inoffenfive and even infignificant, and contained nothing but general decla
rations, that the fubfcribers would defend their religion and liberties. But it 
tended to increafe the popular panic, and intimated, what was more exprefsly 

declared in the preamble, that thefe bleffings were now expofed to the utmoft 

peril. 
ALAR MS were every day given of new confpiracies : In Lancafhire, great 

multitudes of papifts were gathering together : Secret meeting5 were held by 

them in caves and under ground in Surrey : They had entered into a plot to blow 
up the river with gunpowder, in order to drown the city * : Provifions of arms 

were making beyond fea : Sometimes France, fometimes Denmark, was forming 

defigns againft the kingdom : And the populace, who are always terrified with 

prefent, and enraged with diftant dangers, were ftill farther animated in their de

mands of juftice againft the unfortunate Strafford. 

THE King came to the houfe of lords: And tho' he expreffed his refolution, 

for which he offered them any fecurity, never again to employ Strafford in any 

branch of public bufinefs; he profeffed himfelf totally diffatisfied with regard to 
the circumfiances of treafon, and on that account declared his difficulty, in giving 

his affent to the bill of attainder. The commons took fire, and voted it a breach 
of privilege for the King to take notice of any bill, depending before the houfi . 
Charles did not perceive, that his attachment to Strafford was the chief motive 

of the bill ; and that, the greater proofs he gave of anxious concern for this mi

nifrer, the more inevitable did he render his deftruCtion. 

AnouT eighty peers had confrantly attended Strafford's trial; but fuch ap

prehenfions were entertained on account of the popular tumults, that only forty
five 

* Sir Edw. Walker, P· 349· 
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Chap. v. five were prefent when the bill of attainder was brought. into the houfe. Yet 
1 64- r • of thefe, nineteen had the courage to vote againft it : A certain proof, that, 

if intire freedom had been allowed, the bill had been rejecred by a great ma ... 

jority. 
IN carrying up the bill to the lords, St. John, the folicitor-general, advanced 

two topics, well fuited to the fury of the times; that, tho' the teftimony againft 
Stratford were not clear, yet, in this way of bill, private fatisfacrion to each man's 
confcience was fufficient, even fhould no evidence at all be produced ; and that 
the Earl had no title to plead law, becaufe he had broke the law. It is true, 
added he, we give law to hares and deer; for they are beafts of chace: But it 
was never accounted either cruel or unfair, to deftroy foxes or wolves, where

ever they can be found ; for they are beafts of prey. 

AFTER popular violence had prevailed over the lords, the fame batteries were 
next applied to force the King's aifent. The populace flocked about Whitehall, 
and accompanied their demand of juftice with the loudeft clamours and moft 
open menaces. Rumors of confpiracies againft the parliament were anew fpread 
abroad : lnvafions and infurrecbons talked of: And the whole nation was raifed 
into fuch a ferment, as threatened fome great and imminent convulfion. On 
whichever fide the King caft his eyes, he faw no refource nor fecurity. All his 
fervants, confulting their own fafety, rather than their m after's honour, declined 
interpofing with their advice between him and his parliament. The ~een, ter
rified with the appearance of fo mighty a danger, and bearing formerly no good
will to Stratford, was in tears, and preifed hin1 to fatisfy his people, in this de
mand, which, it was hoped, would finally content them. J uxon alone, whofe 
courage was not inferior to his other virtues, ventured to aqvife him, if, in his 

confcience, he did not approve of the bill, by no means to a!fent to it. 

STRAFFORD, hearing of the King's ir.refolution and anxiety, took a very ex

traordinary flep: He wrote a letter, in which he intreated the King~ for the 
fake of public .peace, to put an end to his unfortunate, however innocent life, and 
to quiet the tumultuous people by granting them that requefl·, for which they 
were fo im, ortunate. " In this," added he, " my confent \\ill more acquit 
'' you to God than all the world can do befides. To a willii1g man there is no 
" 111Jllry. And as, by God's grace, I forgive all the world with a calmnefs and 
'' mec+nefs., of infinite contentment to my diflodgiog foul: So, Sir, to you, I 
" can refign the life of this world with all imaginable cheer.-ulnefs, in the juft ac
" knowlcgement of your e:ycceding favours." Perhaps, Strafford hoped, that 

this unufual inftance of generoSty would engr.ge the King fiill more il:rcnuoully 
to proteEt him : Perhaps, he g~ve his life for loft ; and finding himfelf in the 

hands 
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hands of his enemies, and obferving, that Balfour, the lieutenant of the tower, 
was intirely devoted to the popular party ; he abfolutely defpaired of ever efcap
ing the multiplied dangers, with which he was every where invironed. We 
might afcribe this ftep to a noble effort of difintereftednefs, not unworthy the 
great mind of Strafford; if the meafure, which he advifed, had not been, in the 
event, as pernicious to his m after, as it was immediately fatal to himfelf *. 

AFTER the moft violent anxiety and doubt, Charles, at !aft, granted a com
miffion to four noblemen to give the royal affent, in his name, to the bill : Flat
tering himfelf, probably, in this extremity of diftrefs, that, as neither his will 
confented to the deed, nor was his hand immediately engaged in it, he was the 
more free from all the guilt, which attended it. Thefe commiffioners he em
powered, at the fame time, to give affent to the bill, which rendered the par-. 
liament perpetual. 

THE commons, from policy, more than from neceffity, had embraced the ex-· 
pedient of paying the two armies by borrowing money from the city ; and this 
loan they had repayed afterwards by taxes, levied upon the people. The citizens; 
either of themfelves or by fuggeftion, began to ftart difficulties with regard to 
a farther loan, which was demanded. We make no fcruple of trufting the par-· 
liament, faid they, were we certain, that the parliament was to continue till our 
repayment: But, in the prefent precarious fituation of affairs, what fecurity cart 
be given us for our money? In order to obviate this objection, a bill was fud
denly brought into the houfe, and paffed with great unanimity and rapidity, that 
the parliament ihould not be diffolved, prorogued, nor adjourned, without their 
own confent. It was hurried in like manner thro' the houfe of peers; and was 
inftantly carried to the King for his affent. Charles, in the agony of grief~ 
ihame, and remorfe, for Strafford's doom_, perceived not, that this other bill was 
of frill mote fatal confequence to his authority; and rendered the power of his 

* Mr. Carte, in his life of the Duke of Ormond, has given us fome evidence to prove
1 

that this 
]l tter was intirely a forgery of the popular leaders, in order to induce the King to facrifice Stratford. 
He tells us, that Strafford faid fo to his fon, the night before his execution. But there are fame rea
fans, why I adhere to the common way of telling this ftory. 1. The account of the forgery came 
thro' feveral hands, and from men of charaB:ers not fully known to the public : A circumfiance whidt 
weakens every evidence. 'Tis a hearfay of a hearfay. z. ft feems impo.ffible, but young Lord Straf
ford muft inform the King, who would not fail to trace the forgery, and expofe his enemies to their 
merited infamy. 3· 'Tis not to be conceived but Clarendon and Whitlocke, not to mention othc1s~ 
muft have heard of the matter. 4· Sir George Ratcliffe in his life of Straft<>rd, tells the ftory in the 
fame way that Clarendon and Whitlock do. \Vould he alfo, who was Straftord's intimate friend, ne
ver have heard of the forgery ? 'Tis remarkable, that this life is dedicated or addreffcd to young Straf
ford. Would not he have put Sir George right in fo material and intercfting a faet r 
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enemies perpetual, as it was already uncontroulable. In compari fo n of the bill 
of attainder, by which he deemed himfelf an accomplice in his friend's murder, 
this conceffion made no figure in his eyes * : A circumftance, which, if it lef
fcn s our idea of his refolution or penetration, fe rves to prove the integrity of his 
heart and the goodnefs of his difpo!ition. It is indeed certain, that ftrong com
punction for his confent to Strafford's execution attended this unfortunate Prince 
du ring all the ren1ainder of his life; and even at his own fatal end, the memo
ry of this guilt, with great forrow and remorfe, recurred upon him. All men 
were fo fenfible of the extreme violence, which was done him, that he fuffered 
the ]efs, both in character and intereil:, from this unhappy meafure ; and, tho, 
he abandoned his beft fr iend, yet was he ftill able to preferve, in fome degree, 
the attachment of all his adherents. -

SEcRET ARY Carleton was fent by the King t~ inform Strafford of the final re
folution, which neceffity had extorted from him. The Earl feemed furprifed, 
and ftarting up, exclaimed in the words of the fcripture, Put not your trufl in 
princes 1tor in the fons of men :. For in them there is no fa!vation. He was foon 
able, however, to collect his courage; and he prepared for fuffering the fatal fen ... 
tence. Only three days interval was allowed him. The King, who made a new 
effort in his behalf, and fent, by the hands of the young Prince, a letter ad
dreffed to the peers, in which he entreated then1 to confer with the commons 
about a mitigation of Strafford's fentence, and begged at leaft for fome delay~ 
was refufed in both requefts. 

Execution of STRAFFORD, in palling from his apartment to Towerhi11, where the fcaffold 
~trafford. was ereCted, ftopped under Laud's windows, with whom he had long lived in 

intimate friendihip; and entreated the affiftance of his prayers, in thofe awful 
<moments, which were approaching: The aged primate di.ffolved in tears; and 
having pronounced, with a broken voice, a tender bleffing on his departing 
friend, funk into the arms of his attendants. Strafford, frill fuperior to his 
fate, marched on with an elated countenance, and with an air even of greater 
clignity, than what ufually attended him. He wanted that confolation, which 
commonly fupports thofe,. who perifh by the ftroke of injuftice and oppreffion : 

He 

=- What made this bill appear of Iefs confequence was, that the parliament vo.e · tonnage and 

poundage for no longer a period than two :nonths ~An~ as th~t br~nch was ~o~e than half of the re-

e and the o-ovcrnment could not po.fi1bly fubJtft without 1t ; It feemed mdirectly in the power of 
venu, l;) •• 

· the parliament to continue themfelves as long as they pleafed. Th1s mdeed was true in the ordinary 
adminiftration of government: But on the approaches towards a civil war, which was not then fore

feen it had been of great confequence to the King to have referved the right of diffolution, and to 
hav: fuffered any other extremity, rather than allow the continuance of the parliament. 
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He was not buoyed up by glory, nor by the affectionate companion of the fpe
B:ators : Yet his mind, erect and undaunted, found refources within itfelf, and 
maintained its unbroken refolution, amidft the terrors of death, ancl the tri
umphant exultations of his mifguided enemies. His difcourfe on the fcaffold 
was full of decency and courage. " He feared," he fa id, " that the omen was 
" bad for the intended reformation of the ftate, that it commenced with the 
" lhedding of innocent blood." Having bid a I aft adieu to his brother and 
friends, who attended him, and having fent a bleffing to his nearer relations:~ 
who were abfent; "And now," faid he, '' I have nigh done! One !l:roke will make 
" my wife a widow, my dear children fatherlefs, deprive my poor fervants of their 
" indulgent mafter, and feparate me from my affectionate brother and all my 
" friends! But let God be to you and them all in all t" Going to difrobe and 
prepare himfelf for the block, " I thank God," faid he, " that I am no way 
" afraid of death, nor am daunted with any terrors; but do as chearfully lay 
" down my head at this time, as ever I did when going to repofe !'' With one 
blow was a period put to his life by the executioner. 

THus perifhed, in the 49th year of his age, the famous Earl of Strafford, 
one of the moll: eminent perfonages, who has appeared in England. Tho' his 
death was loudly demanded as a fatisfaction to juftice, and an atonement for the 
many violations of the conftitution ; it may fafely be affirmed, that the fen_ 
tence, by which he fell, was an enormity greater than the worft of thofe, which 
his implacable enemies profecuted with fo much cruel induftry. The people, 
in their rage, had totally miftaken the proper object of their refentment.· 
.All the neceffities, or, more properly fpeaking, the difficulties, by which the 
King had been induced to ufe violent expedients for raifing money, were the re· 
fult of meafures, precedent to Strafford's favour; and if they arofe from ill 
condt,1C't, he, at leaft, was intirely innocent. Even thofe violent expedients them
felves, which occafioned the complaint, that the conftitution was fubverted, had 
been, all of them, conducted, fo far as appeared, without his counfel or afllft
ance. And whatever his private ad vice might be*, this falutary maxim he failed 
not, often and publickly, to inculcate in the King's prefence, that, if any in
evitable neceffity ever obliged the fovereign to violate the Jaws, this licence ought 
to be practifed with extreme referve, and, as foon as poffible, a juft atonement: 
be made to the conftitution, for any injury, which it might fuftain from fuch 
dangerous precedents. The firft parlian,ent after the reftoration reverfed the 
bill of attainder; and even a few weeks after Strafford's execution, this very 

N n 2 p:tr-. 

· That Strafford was fecretly no enemy to arbitrary councils, appears from fome of his letter: and 
clifpatches, particularly vol. ii. p. 6o. where he fcerr.• to wifh that a ftanding ~nny we.re eflabli!hed. 
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parliament remitted to his children the more fevere confequences of his fentence: 
1\s if confcious of the violence, with which the profecution had been conducted. 

IN vain did Charles expect, as a return for fo many inftances of unbounded 
compliance, that the parliament would at lafl: fhow him fome indulgence, and would 
cordially fall into that unanimity, to which, at the expence of his own power, 
and of his friend's life, he fo earnefl:ly courted them. All his conceffions were 
poifoned by their fufpicion of his infincerity ; and the fuppofed attempt to engage 
the army againft them, ferved with rt1any as a confirmation of this jealoufy. It 
was natural for the King to feek fome refource, while all the world feemed to de
fert him, or combine againft him ; and this probably was the utmofl: of that em
bryo-fcheme, which was formed with regard to the army. But the popular lead
ers ftill infifted, that a defperate plot was laid to bring up the forces immediately, 
and offer violence to the parliament : A defign of which Piercy's evidence ac
quits the King, and which the near neighbourhood of the Scotch army feems to 
render abfolutely impracticable*. By means, however, of thefe fufpicions, was 
the fame implacable fpirit frill kept alive ; and the commons, without giving the 
ICing any fatisfatl:ion in the fettlement of his revenue, proceeded to carry their 
inroads, with great vigour, into his now defencelefs prerogative. 

THE two ruling paffions of this parliament, were zeal for liberty, and an a
verfion to the church of England; and to both of thefe, nothing could appear 
n1ore exceptionable, than the court of high-commiffion, whofe inftitution render
ed it intire1y arbitrary, and affigned to it the defence of the ecclefiaftical efta
blifhment. The fiar-chamber alfo was a court, which exerted very high difcre
tionary powers; and had no precife rule or limit, either with regard to the cau
fes, which came under its jurifdiction, or the decifions, which it formed. A bill 
unanimoufly paffed the houfes, to abolifh thefe two courts; and in them, to an. 
nihilate tT1e principal and moft dangerous articles of the King~s prerogative. By 
the fame bill, the jurifdiction of the council was regulated, and its authority 
abridged. Charles hefitated before he gave his affent. But finding, that he had 
gone too far to retreat, and that he poifeffed no refource in cafe of a rupture, he 
at laft affixed the royal fanction to thefe excellent bilJs. But to fhow the parlia
ment, that he was fufficiently apprifed of the importance of his grant, he ob-

ferved 

,. The projea of bringing up the army to London, according to Piercy, was propofed to the King; 
but he rejected it as foolifh : Becaufe the Scotch, who were in arms, and lying in their neighbourhood, 
muft be at London as foon as the Englifh army. This reafon is fo folid and convincing, that it leaves · 
no room to doubt of the veracity of Piercy's evidence; and confequently acquits the King of this ter
rible plot of bringing up the army, which made fuch a noife at that time, and was a pretence for fo 
many violences. 
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fl rved to them, that thefe new ftatutes, altered, in a great meafure, the fun- Chap. v.· 
I6fl• damentallaws, ecclefiaftical and civil, · which many of his predeceffors had efia-

blifhed. 

BY removing the frar-chamber, the King's power of binding the people by 
his proclamations, was indirectly abolifhed; and that important branch of prero
gative, the ftrong fymbol of arbitrary power, and unintelligible in a limited con
ftitution, being at ]aft removed, left the fyftem of government more confiftent 
and uniform. The ftar-chamber alone WaS accuftomed to punifh infractions of 
the king's edicts: But as no courts of judicature now remained, except thofe in 
Weftminfter-hall, which take cognizance only of common and ftatute law, the 
king may thenceforth iffue proclamations, but no man is bound to obey them. 
It mufl:, however, be confeffed, that the experiment here made by the parliament, 
was not a little rafh and adventurous. No government, at that time, appeared 
in the world, nor is perhaps to be found in the records of any hiftory, which fub
fifted without the mixture of fome arbitrary authority, committed to fome ma
gifl:rate ; and it might reafonably, beforehand, appear doubtful, whether human 
fociety could ever arrive at that ftate of perfection, as to fupport itfelf with no 
other controu], than the general and rigid maxims of law and equity. But the 
parliament juftly thought, that the king was too eminent a magiftrate to be truft
ed with difcretionary power, which he might fo eafily turn to the deftruction of 
liberty. And in the event it has been found, that, tho' fome inconveniencies 
arife from the maxim of adhering ftrictly to law, yet the advantages fo much over
ballance them, as ihould render the Englifh for ever grateful to the memory of 
their ancefi:ors, who, after repeated contefts, at laft eftablifhed that noble prin
ciple. 

AT the requeft of the parliament, Charles, inftead of the patents du~ing plea-· 
fure, gave all the judges patents during their good behaviour: A circumfcance 
of the greateft moment towards fecuring their independancy, and barring the 
entrance of arbitrary power into the ordinary courts of judicature. 

THE n1arfhal's court, which took cognizance of offenfive words, and was not 
thought fufficiently limited by law, was alfo, for that reafon, aboli!hed. The 
ftannary courts, which exercifed jurifdiction over the miners, being liable to a 
like objection, underwent a like fate. The abolition of the council of the 
north and the council of Wales followed from the fame principles. The autho· 
rity of the clerk of the market, who had a general infpeCtion over the weights 
and meafures throughout the kingdom, was transferred to the mayors, fheriffs~ 
and ordinary magiftrates. 

I 
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IN fhort, if we take a furvey of the tranfaB:ions of this memorable parliament. 
during the firft period of their operations; we fhall find, that, excepting Straf
ford's attainder, which was a complication of cruel iniquity, their merits, in 
other refpeCts, fo much overballance their miftakes, as to in title them to very am
ple praifes from all lovers of liberty. Not only former complaints were remedi
ed and grievances redreffed : Great provifion, for the future, was made by excellent 
Jaws againft the return of like complaints. And if the 'n1eans, by which they. 
obtained fuch mighty advantages, favour often of artifice, fometimes of vio"lence; 
it is to be confidered, that revolutions of government cannot be effi Cted by the 
mere force of argument and reafoning : And that faCtions being once excited, men 
can neither fo firmly regulate the tempers of others, nor their own, as to enfure 
themfelves againfl all ,exorbitancies. · 

THE parliament now came to a paufe. The King had promifed his Scotch ' 
fubjeCl:s, that he would this fummer pay them a vifit in order to fettle their go- " 
vernment; and tho' the Englilh parliament was very importunate with him, that he 
fhould lay afide that journey, they could not prevail with him fo much as to delay it. 
As he muft neceffarily in his journey have paffed thro' the troops of both nations, the 
commons feem to have entertained great jealoufy on that account, and to have now 
hurried on, as much as they formerly delayed, the diibanding the armies. The 
arrears therefore of the Scotch, were intirely paid them ; and thofe of the Engli!h, 
in part. The Scotch returned home, and the Englilh were feparated into their 
feveral counties, and difmiffed. 

AFTER this, the parliament adjourned to the 20th of oaober; and a com
mittee of both houfes, a thing altogether unprecedented, was appointed to fit during 
the recefs, with very ample powers. Pym was appointed chairman of the com
mittee of the lower houfe. Farther attempts were made by the parliament, 
while it fat, and even by the commons alone, for affuming fovereign executive 
powers, and publifhing their ordinances, as they called them, inftead of laws. 
The committee too, on their parts, were ready to imitate this example. 

A finall committee of both houfes were appointed to attend the King into 
Scotland, in order, as it was pretended, to fee that the articles of pacification 
were executed ; but really to be fpies upon him, and extend !till farther the idea3 
of parliamentary authority, as well as eclipfe the majefty of the King. The 
Earl of Bedford, Lord Howard, Sir Philip Stapleton, Sir William Armyne, 
Fiennes, and Hambden, were the perfons chofen. 

ENDEAVOURS were ufed, before Charles's departure, to have a protector of 
the kingdom appointed, with a power to pafs laws without ha_ving recourfe to 

! ~h~ 
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the King. So little regard was now paid to royal authority, or to the eftablifhed Chap. ' 
1641· conititution of the king om. 

AMIDST the great variety of affairs, which occurred during this bufy period, 
we have almoft overlooked the marriage of the Princefs Mary with vVilliam 
Prince of Orange. The King concluded not this alliance without communicating 
his intentions to the parliament, who received the propofal with fatisfaction . 
• This was the commencement of the connections with the family of Orange : 
Connections, which were afterwards attended with the moft important confe
quences, both to the kingdom and the houfe of Stuart. 

C H A P. VI. 

Settlement of Scotland.-Confpiracy z"n Ireland.-InfurreElion and 
maJfacre.--Meeting of the Englijh parliament.--'I'he remonftrance. 
-Reafons on both )ides.--Impeachment of' the bijhops.-Accufrz
tion of the jive members.--7innu/ts.-King leaves London.
Arrives in York.-Preparations for civil war. 

HE Scotch, who firfl: began thefe fatal commotions, thought, that they 164 r.j 

had finifhed a very perillous undertaking, n1uch to their profit and repu
tation. Befides the ample pay voted them for lying in good quarters during a 
twelvemodth, the Engli!h parliament had conferred on them a prefent of 
3oo,ooo pounds for their brotherl¥ ailiftance: In the articles of pacification, 
they were declared to have ever been good fubjeB:s ; and their military expedi
tions were approved of, as enterprizes calculated and intended for his Majefty's 
honour and advantage : To carry farther the triumph over their fovereign, thefe 
terms, fo ignominious to him, were ordered, by a vote of parliament, to be read 
in all churches, upon a day of thanl,.fgiving, appointed for the national pacifica
tion : All their claims, for the reil:ritl:ion of prerogative, were agreed to be ra
tified: And what they more valued than all thefe advantages; they had a near 
profpeCl: of fpreading the pre!byterian difcipline in EngLmd and Ireland, from 
the feeds, which they had fcattered, of their religious principles. Never did refin
ed Athens fo exult in diffufing the fciences and liberal arts over a favage world : 
Never did generous Rome fo pleafe herfelf in the vie v of law and order efta
blifhed by her victorious arms : As the Scotch now rejoiced, in communicating 
their barbarous zeal, and theological fervour, to the neighbouring..nations. 

C~ARLES, 
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Ch:1r. VI. CHARLES , defpoiled in England of a confiderable part of his authority, and 
I6fi. 

dreading fri ll farther encrojchments upon him, arrived in Scotland, with an in-
A ugufr 14· · f bd · 1 11. 1 f ten tion o a icatmg a mou entirely the fmal fhare o power, which tbere 
. remained to him, and of giving full fatisfaction, if poffible, to his re!l:lefs 
~ettlement of fub1ects in that kino·dom. 
Sco:land. J o 

THE lords of articles were an antient infl:itution in the Scotch parliament. 
T hey were conftituted after this manner. The lords chole eight bi!hops : The 
bifhops elected eight lords : Thefe fixteen named eight commil1ioners of coun
t1es, and eight burgeffes : And without the previous confent of the thirty two, 
who were denominated lords of articles, no motion could be made in the par
liament. As the bii11ops were intirel y devoted to the court, it is evident, that 
all the lords of articles, by neceffary confequence, depended on the king's 
nomination ; and the prince, befides one negative after palling the bills thro' 
the parl iament, poffeffed indirectly another before their introduction ; a prero
g ative of tnuch greater confequence than the former. The bench of bifhops 
being now abolifhed, the pariiament wifely laid hold of the opportunity, and 
totally fet afide the lords of articles : And till this important point was ob
tained, the nation, properly fpeaking, could not be faid to enjoy any regular 
freedom. 

'Trs remarkable, that, notwithftanding this inftitution, which had no pa· 
ra1lel in England, t he royal authority was always efl:eemed much lower in Scot
hnd than in the former kingdom. Bacon reprefents it as one advantage to be 
expeCted from the union, that the too extenfive prerogative of England would 
be abridged by the example of Scotland, and the too narrow prerogative of Scot
land be enlarged from imitation of England. 1'he Englifh were, at that time, 
a civilized people, and obedient to the Jaws: But among the Scotch, it was of 
little confequence, how the laws were framed, or by whom voted; while the 
exorbitant arifl:ocracy had it fo much in their power to prevent their regular exe~ 
cution. 

THE peers and commons formed only one houfe in the Scotch parliament: 
And as it had been the practice of J ames, continued by Charles, to grace Englifh 
gentlemen with Scotch titles ; the whole determinations of parliament, it was to 
be feared, would in time depend upon the prince, by means of thefe votes of 
foreigners, who had no intereft nor concern in the nation. It was therefore a 
Jaw, deferving great approbation, that no man fhould be capable of being creat
ed a Scotch peer, who poffelfed not Io,ooo merks (above 500 pounds) of an: 
nual rent in the kingdom. 
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A law for triennial parliaments was likewife pa£red ; and it was ordained, that Chap. VI. 
the laft aB: of every parliament 1hould be to appoint the time and place for hold- 1641

• 

ing the parliament next enfuing. 

THE King was deprived of that power, formerly exercifed, of iffuing procla· 
mations, which enjoined obedience, under the penalty of treafon : A prerogative, 
which invefted him with the whole legifiati ve authority, even in matters of the 
higheft confequence. 

So far was laudable: But the moft fatal blow given to royal authority, and 
what, in a manner, dethroned the Prince, was the article, that no member of the 
privy council, in whofe hands, during the King's abfence, the w~ole adminiftra
tion lay, no officer of ftate, none of the judges, ihould be appointed but by ad
vice and approbation of parliament. Charles even agreed to deprive, of their 
feats, four judges who had adhered to his interefts; and their place was fupplied 
by others more agreeable to the ruling party. Several of the covenanters were alfo 
fworn of the privy counciL And all the minifters of ftate, counfellors, and 
judges, were, by law, to hold their places during life or good behaviour. 

THE King, while in Scotland, conformed himfelf entirely to the eftablifhed 
church; and affifteJ at the long prayers and longer fcrmons, with which the 
pre!byterians endeavoured to regale him. I-le beftowed penfions and preferments 
on I-Ienderfon, Gillefpy, and other popular preachers ; <ind pratl:ifed every art to 
[often, if not to gain, his greatefl: enemies. The Earl of Argyle was created a 
marquefs, Lord Loudon an earl, Leiley was aignified with the title of Earl of 
Leven. His friends, he was obliged, for the prefent, to neglect: and overlook : 
Some of them were difgufied : And his enemies were not reconciled; but afcrib
ed. all his careffes and favours to artifice and necellity. 

AROYL E and I-Iamilton, being feized with an apprehenfion, real or counterfeit, 
that the Earl of Crawford and others intended to affaffinatc them, left the parlia .. 
111cnt fuddenly, and retired into the country : But upcn invitation and affurances, 
returned ip a few days. 'fhis event, which had neither caufe nor effect that was 
riflble, nor purpofe, nor confequence, was commonly der.ominated the incide12t. 

But tho' this event had no effeB: in Scotland; what was not expected, it was at-
tended with confcquences in England. The Englifh parliament, which was now oaober 20• 

affembled, being willing to awaken the people's tendernefs by exciting their fears, 
immediately took the alarm ; as if the malignants, fo they called the King's party, 
had laid a plot at once to murder them and all the godly in both kingdoms. 
T 1ey applied, therefore, to Efiex, whom the King had left general in the fouth of 
England ; and he or ~cred a guard to attend them. 

VoL. I. 0 o B T 
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Ghap. VI B~T wnile the King was employed in pacifying the commotions in Scotland; 
ll i • • 

and vas prep~ri ng to return to England, in order to apply himfelf to the fame fa .. 
Jutar:r work in that k ingdom ; he received news of a dangerous rebellion broke 
out ir Ireland, with circumfl:ances of the u mofr horror, blood!hed, and devafta
tion . On every ll'le, this unfortunate Prince \Vas purfued with murmurs, difcon .. 
tent, faction, and civil wars ; and the fi re, from all quarters, even by the moft 
independent accidents, at once blazed up about him. 

'J1I1E great P.lan ~f James, in the adminiftration of Ireland, continued by 
Charl~s, was, by juftice and peace, to r&oncile that turbulent people to the au
thoritr of laws, and, introducing art and induflry an1ong them, to cure that floth 
and brbarifm to which they had ever been fubjecr. In order to ferve both 
thefe pu rpofes, and, at the fame time, fecure the dominion of Ireland to the Eng
liih c-own, great colonies of Bdtifl1 had been carried over, and, being inter
mixed with the Irilh, had every where introduced a new face of things into that 
countJy. During a peace of near forty years, the inveterate quarrels between 
the mtions feemed, in a great meafure, to be obliterated ; and tho' much of the 
landec property, forfeited by rebellion, had been conferred on the new planters, a 
more :han equal return had been made, by their inftructing the natives in tillage, 
building, manufactures, and all the civilized arts of life. This had been the 
courfeof things during the fucceffive adminiftrations of Chichefter, Grandifon, 
Falkla1d, and, above all, of Strafford. Under the government of this laft no
blema•, the pacific plans, now come to greater maturity., and forwarded by his 
vigour and induftry, feemed to have operated with full fuccefs, and to have be- , 
ftowed, at laft, on that favage country, the face of an EuroJ>ean fettlement. 

AF1ER Strafford fell a victim to popular rage, the humours, excited in Ireland 
by th~ great event, could not fuddenJy be compofed, but continued to produce 
the gr(ateft innovations in the government. 

THl Britiih proteftants tranfplanted into Ireland, having, every moment, be
fore th!ir eyes all the horrors of popery, had naturally been carried into the op
pofite extreme, and had univerfally adopted the higheft principles and practices 
of the puritans. Monarchy, as well as the hierarchy, was become odious to. 
them ; and every method of limiting the authority of the crown, and detaching
themfe.ves from the king of England, was greedily adopted and purfued. They 
confidcred not, that, as they fcarce compofed the fixth part of the people, and 
were fC!:retly obnoxious to the ancient inhabitants; their only method of fup
portin~ themfelves was by maintaining royal authority, and preferving a great 
dependance on their mother-country. The Engli!h con1mons likewife, in their 
furious profecution of Stratford, had overlooked the moft obvious confequences; 

and, 
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and, while they imputed to him, as a crime, every difcretionary aB: of a.uthority, 
they defpoiled all fucceeding governors of that power, by which alone the Irifh 
could be retained in fubjetlion. And fo fhong was the current for popular go
vernment in all the three kingdoms, that the moft eftablifhed maxims of policy 
were every where abandoned, in order to gratify this ruling paffion. 

CHARLES, unable to rcfift, had been obliged to yield to the Irifh, as to tl 
Scotch and Englifh parliaments; and found too, that their encroachments frill 
rofe in proportion to his conceffions. Thofe fubfidies, which themfelves had 
voted, they reduced, by a fubfequent vote, to a fourth part: The court of high 
commiffion was determined to be a grievance : Martial law abolifhed: . The ju .. 
rifdiB:ion of the council annihilated : Proclamations and acts of ftate declared o · 
no authority : Every order or inftitution, which depended on monarchy, was in ... 
vaded ; and the Prince was defpoiled of all his prerogative, without the leaft 
pretext of any violence or illegality in his adminiftration. 

THE ftanding army of Ireland was ufually about 3000 men ; but in order to 
affift the King in fuppreffing the Scotch covenanters, Strafford had raifed 8ooo 
more, and had incorporated with them a thoufand men, drawn· from the old 
army ; a neceffary expedient for beftowing order and difcipline on the new-levied 
foldiers. The private men in this army were wholly catholic; but the officers!' 
both commiffion and non-commiffion, were proteftants, and could entirely be de
pended on by Charles. The Englifh commons' entertained the greateft apprehen-
wns on account of this anny ; and never ceafed folliciting the King, till he 

agreed to break it: Nor would they confent to any propofals for augmenting the 
ftanding army to sooo n1en; a number which the King judged requifite for re· 
taining Ireland in obedience. 

CHARLEs, thinking it dangerous, that 8ooo men, accuftomed to idlenefs, and 
trained to the ufe of arms, lhould be difperfed among a nation fo turbulent and 
unfettled, agreed with the Spanifh ambaffador to have them tranfported into 
F!anders, and lifted in his mafler's fervice. The Englilh commons, apprehenfive, 
that regular bodies of troops, difciplined in the Low Countries, would prove 
frill more dangerous, fhowed fome averfion to this expedient' ; and the King re
duced his allowance to 4000 men. But when the Spaniards had hired fhips for 
tranfporting thefe troops, and the men were ready for embarkation; the corn· 
mons, willing to fhow their power, and not difpleafed with an opportunity of curb-

. ing and affronting the King, prohibited every one from furnifhing veffels for that 
fervice. And thus the project, formed by Charle , of freeing the country from 
thefe men, was unfortunately difappointed. 

0 0 ~ ~ .. HE 
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THE old Irifh catholics remarked all there falfe fteps of the Englif11, and re~ 

folved to take advantage of them. Tho' their animofity againfi: that nation, for 

want of an occa!ion to exert itfelf, feemed to be extinguifhed, it was only com

po~ed into a temporary and deceitful tranquillity. Their interefis, both with re· 

gard to property and to religion, fecretly ftimulatcd them to a revolt. :rTo indi

vidual of any fept, according to the antient cuftorns, had the property of any 

particular efiate ; but as the whole fept had a title to a whole territory, they ig

norantly preferred this barbarous community before the more fecure and narrower 

poffeffions affigned them by the Englifh. An indulgence, amounting aimo!l to a 

toleration, had been given the catholic religion: But fo long as the churches and 
the ecclefiaftical revenues were kept from the prieil:s, and they were obliged to 
endure the neighbourhood of profane heretics; being themfelves difcontented, 

they endeavoured continually to retard any cordial reconcilement between the 

Eng!i!h and the Irifh nations. 

THERE was a gentleman, called Roger More, who, tho' of a narrow fortune, 

was defcended from a very antient Irifh family, and was much celebrated among 

his countrymen for valour and capacity. This man firft formed the projeft of 
expelling the Englifh, and aiferting the independency of his native country. He 

fecretly went from cheiftain to cheiftain, and rouzed up every latent principle of 
difcontent. He maintained a clofe correfpondence with Lord Maguire and Sir 

Phelin1 Oneale, the moft powerful of the old Irifh. By converfation, by letters, 

by his emiifaries, he reprefented to his countrymen the motives of a revolt. He 

obferved to them, That, by the rebellion of the Scotch and factions of the Eng
lifh, the King's authority in Britain was reduced to fo low a condition, that he 
never could exert himfelf with any vigour, in maintaining the Engli!h dvminion 
over Ireland ; that the catholics, in the Irifh houfe of commons, affifl:ed by the 

proteftants, had fo diminifhed the royal prerogative and the power of the lieu
tenant, as would much facilitate the conduCting, to its de fired effect, any confpi

racy or combination, which could be formed ; that the Scotch, having fo fuc

cefsfully thrown off dependance on the crown of England, and affumed the go-

;vernment into their own hands, had fet an example to the Irilh, who had fo 

much greater oppreffions to complain of; that the Englifh planters, who had ex
pelled them their poifeffions, fuppreffed their religion, and bereaved them of their 

liberties, \\ere but a handful in compar~fon of the natives ; that they lived in the 
moft fupine fecurity, interfperfed with their numerous enemies, truft:ng to the 

ptoteftion of a fmall army, which was itfelf fcattered in inconGderable divilions 

throughout the whole k.ingdom ; that a great body of men, difciplined by the go-
vernment, 
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vernment, were now thrown loofe, and were ready for any daring or defperate en

terprize ; that tho' the catholics had hitherto enjoyed, in fome tolerable meafure, 

the exercife of their religion, frotn the moderation of their indulgent prince, 

they muft henceforth expeCt, that the government will be conducted by other 

max ims and other principles; that the puritanical parliament, having at Iafl fub~ 

clued their fovereign, would, no doubt, fo foon as they had confolidated their au· 

thority, extend their ambitious enterprizes to Ireland, and make the catholics in 

that kingdom feel the fame furious perfecution, to which their brethren in Eng

land were at prefent expofed ; and that a revolt in the lrifh, tending only to vin

dicate their native liberty againft the violence of foreign invaders, could never, at

any time, be deemed ~ebellion; much lefs, during the prefent confufions, when 

their prince was, in a manner, a prifoner, and obedience muft be paid, not ·ro 

·him, but to thofe, who had traiteroufiy ufurped his lawful authority. 

Bv thefe confiderations, More engaged all the heads of the native Iri.fh into 

the confpiracy. The Englifh of the pale, as they were called, or the old Englifh 

planters, being all Catholics, it was hoped, would afterwards join the party, which 

refiored their religion to its antient fplendor and authority. The intention was, 

that, by Sir Phelim Oneale and the other confpirators, an infurreCtion fhould be 

begun on one day, throughout the provinces, and all the Englifh fettlements be 

attacked; and that, on the very fame day, Lord Maguire and H.oger More 

fhould furprize the caftle of Dublin. The commencement of this revolt they 

fixed on the approach of winter; that there might be more difficulty in tran 

fporting forces from England. Succours to themfelves and fupplies of arms they 

expectec.l from France, in con:equence of a p romife made them by Cardinal 

Richelieu. And many lri.fh officers, who ferved in the Spanifh troops, had given 

affurances of their concurrence, fo foon as they faw an infurreClion entered upon by 

their catholic brethren. News, which, every day, arrived from England, of the 

fury, expreifed by the commons againft all papifts, ftruck frefh terror into the Irifh 

nation, and both ftimulated the confpirators to execute their fatal purpofr, and 

gave them affured hopes of the concurrence of their countrymen. 

SucH propenfity to a revolt was difcovered in all the Irifh, that it was deemed 

tmneceffary, as it was dangerous, to entruft the fecret to many hands ; and the 

appointed day drew nigh, nor had any difcovery been yet made to the govern

n1ent. The King, indeed, had rece ived information from his amba!TJdors, that 

fomething was in agitation among the Irifh in foreign parts; but tho' he gave 

warning to the adminiftration in Ireland, the intelligence was intirely negleCted. 

Secret rumours, likewife, were heard of fome approaching confpiracy ; but no 

attention was paid to them. The Earl of Leicefter, whom the King had ap-
pointed 

Chap. VI. 
164'· 
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Chap. VI. pointed lieutenant, remained in London. The two juftices, Sir William Parfons 16

4
1

• and Sir John Borlace, were men of fmall ability, and, by an inconvenience com
mon to all faCtious times, owed their advancement to nothing but their zeal 
for that party, by whom every thing was now governed. Tranquil from their 
ignorance and inexperience, thefe men indulged themfelves in the moft profound 
repofe, on the very brink of deftruetion. 

BuT they were aw~kened from their fecurity, the very day before that ap
pointed for the commencement of hoftilities. The caftle of Dublin, by which 
the capital was commanded, contained arms for IO,ooo n1en, with thirty-five pieces of cannon, and a proportional quantity of ammunition : Yet was this im~ 
portant place guarded, and that too without any care, by no greater force than 
fifty men. Maguire and More were already in town with a numerous band of 
their retainers : Others were expeCted that night : And, next morning, they were 
to enter upon, what they e11eemed the eafieft of all enterprizes, the furprizal of 
the caftle. Oconolly, an Irifhman, but a protefl:ant, betrayed the fecret to 
Parfons. The juflices and , council, for fafety, fled immediately into the cafrie. 
and re-inforced the guards. rrhe alarm was conveyed to the city, and all the 
proteftants prepared for defence. More efcaped: Maguire was taken ; and Ma
hone, one of the confpirators, being likewife feized, firft difcovered, to the juf
tices, the projecr of a general infurrection, and redoubled the apprehenfions,. which were already univerfally diffufed throughout Dublin. 

Irifh infurrec- BuT tho' Oconolly's difcovery faved the caftle from a furprize, the confeffion, 
tijon and maf- extorted from Mahone, came too late to prevent the intended infurretlion. o .. acre. 

. neale and his confederates had already taken arms in UHl:er. The Infh, every 
where intermingled with the Englifh, needed but a hint from their leaders and priefts to begin hoftilities againft a people, whom they hated on account of their 
religion, and envied for their riches and profperity. The houfes, cattle, goods, of the unwary Englifh were firft feized. Thofe, who heard of the commotions 
in their neighbourhood, inftead of deferting their habitations, and flocking together for mutual protection, remained at home, in hopes of defending their pro· perty ; and fell thus feparately into the hands of their enemies. After rapacity had fully exerted itfelf, cruelty, and the moft barbarous, that ever, in any nation, was known or heard of, began its operations. An univerfal maffacre commenced of the Englilh, now defencelefs and paffively refigned to their inhuman foes. No age, no fex, no condition, was fpared. The wife, weeping for her butchered hufband, and embracing her helplefs children, was pierced with them, and 
perillied by the fame ftroke. The old, the young, the vigorous, the infirm, underwent a like fate, and were confounded in one common ruin. In vain did 

I flight 
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flight fave from the fidl: aifault : DefrruB:ion was, every where, let loofe, and 
met the hunted victims at every turn. In vain was recourfe had to relations, to 
companions, to friends : All connexions were diffolved, and death was dealt by 
that hand, from which protection was implored and expected. \Vithout provo
<::ation, without oppofition, the aftoniffied Englifh, living in profound peace and 
full fecurity, were maffacred by their neareft neighbours, with whom they had long 
upheld a continued intercourfe of kindnefs and good offices. 

BuT death was the lighteft punilhment, inflicted by thofe more than barbarous 
favages : All the tortures, which wanton cruelty could devife, all the lingering 
pains of body, the anguifh of mind, the agonies of defpair, could not fatiate re
venge excited without injury, and cruelty derived from no caufe. To enter 
into particulars would fhock the leaft delicate humanity. Such enormities, tho!t 
attefted by undoubted evidence, appear almoft incredible. Depraved nature, 
even perverted religion, tho' encouraged by the utmoft licence, reach not fuch a 
pitch of ferocity; unlefs the pity, inherent in human breafts, be deftroyed by that 
contagion of example, which tranfports men beyond all the ufual mot"ves of con
duct and behaviour: 

THE weaker fex themfelves, naturally tender to their own fufferings, and com
paffionate to thofe of others, here emulated their more robuft. companions, in the 
practice of every cruelty. Even children, taught by the example, and encourag
e(} by the exhortation, of their parents, effayed their feeble blows on the dead 
carcaffes or defencelefs children of the Engli!h. The very avarice of the lrifh 
was not a fufficient reftraint to their cruelty. Such was their frenzy, that the 
cattle, which they had feized, and by rapine had made their own, yet, becaufe 
they bore the name of Englifh, were wantonly fiaughtered, or, covered wjth 
wounds, turned loofe into the woods and defarts. 

THE ftately buildings or commodious habitations of the planters, as if up
braiding the fioth and ignorance of the natives, were confumed with fire, or laid 
level with the ground. And where the miferable owners, fhut up in their houfes, 
and preparing for defence, peri!hed in the flames, together with their wives and 

· children, a double triumph was afforded to thefe infulting butchers. 
lr any where a number aifembled together, and, affuming courage from de

fpair, were refolved to fweeten death by a revenge on their affaffins; they were 
difarmed by capitulations, and promifes of fafety, confirmed by the moft folemn 
oaths. But no fooner had they furrendered, than the rebels, with perfidy equal 
to their cruelty, made them !hare the fate of their unhappy countrymen. 

OTHERS, more ingenious frill in their barbarity, tempted their prifoners, by the 
fond love of life, to embrue their hlnds in the blood of friends, brothers, parents; and 

having 
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luving thus rendered them accomplices in guilt, gave them that death, which 
they fought to fhun by deferving it. 

AMID5T all thefe enormities, the facred name of REL I CION refounded on every 
frle; not to ftop the hands of thefe favages, but to enforce their blows, and to 
fteel their hearts againft every movement of human or facial fympathy. The 
I.ngliih, as heretics, abhorred of God, and deteftable to all holy men, were mark
ed out by the priefts for fiaughter ; and, of all aCtions, to rid the world of the le 
ceclared enemies to catholic faith and piety, was reprefented as the moft meri
orious. Nature, which, in that rude people, was fufficiently inclined to atro
cious deeds, was farther ftimulated by precepts ; and national prejudices empoi-
6ned by thofe averfions, more deadly and incurable, which arofe from an en
raged fuperftition. While death finifhed the fufferings of each victim, the bigot
~d affaffins, with joy and exultation, frill echoed in his expiring ears, that thefe 
4=gonies were but the commencement of torments, infinite and eternal. 

SucH were the barbarities, by which Sir Phelim Oneale and the Iriih in Ulfter 
Jignalized their rebellion : An event, memorable in the . annals of human kind, 
::nd worthy to be held in perpetual deteftation and abhorrence. The generous 
Dature of More was !hocked at the recital of fuch enormous cruelties. He flew 
to Oneale's camp; but found, that his authority, which was fufficient to excite 
1he Iriih to an infurrection, was too feeble to reftrain their inhumanity. S JOn 
~fter, he abandoned a caufe, polluted with fo many crimes; and retired into 
?landers. Sir Phelim, recommended by the greatnefs of his family, and perhaps 
wo, by the unre{hained brutality of his nature ; tho' without apy courage or ca
?acity, acquired the intire afcendant over the northern rebels. The Engliih co
:onies were totally annihilated in the open country of Ulfter : The Scotch, at firft, 
~1et with more favourable treatment. In order to engage them to a paffive neu
~ ra1ity, the lrifh pretended to diftingui!h between the Britifh nations; and claim
lilg friendihip and confanguinity with the Scotch, extended not over them the 
fury of their maif&cres. Many of them found an opportunity to fly the coun
try: Others retired into places of fecurity, and prepared themfelves for de
fence : And by this means, the Scotch planters, mo£1: of them at leaft, efcaped 

wjth their lives. 
FRoM UHler, the flames of rebellion diffufed themfelves, in an inftant, over 

the other three provinces of Ireland. In all places, death and !laughter were not 
uncommon; tho' the Irifh, in thefe other provinces, pretended to act with more 
moderation and humanity. But cruel and barbarous was their humanity! Not 
contented with expelling the Engliih their houfes, with defpoilirig them of their 
goodly manors, with wafting their cultivated fields: They ftripped them of their 

very 
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very cloaths; and turned them out n::tk~d and defence1efs, to all the feveritics of 
the feafon. 1"'he heavens themfelves, as if confpiring again!l: that unhappy peo
ple, were armed with cold and tempeft, unulual to the climate, and executed 
what the mercilefs fword of the barbarians had left unfiniilied. ,.fhe roads were 
covered with crowds of naked Englifh, hafl:ening towards Dublin and the other 
cities, which yet remained in the hands of their countrymen. The feeble age of 
children, the tender fex of women, foon funk under the mulLiplied rigours of 
c )Id and hunger. Her~, the hu!band, bidding a final adieu to his expiring fa. 
mily, envied them that fate, which he himfelf expected fo foon to !liare; T1ere, 
the (on, having long fupported his aged parent, with,reluB:ance obeyed hi~ laft 
commands, and abandoning him in this uttermofl: diftrefs, referved himfelf to the 
hopes of avenging that death, which all his efforts could not prevent nor delay. 
The aftonifhing greatnefs of the calamity deprived the fufferers of any relief ~r om 

the view of companions in affiicrion. With filent tears, or lamentable cries, they 
hurried on thro' the hoftilc territories ; and found every heart, which was not 
freel'd by native barbarity, guarded by the more implacable furies of mifl:ak.en 

piety and religion. 
THE faving of Dublin preferved in Ireland the remains of the Engliili mme. 

The gates of that city, tho' timoroufiy opened, received the wretched fupplicmts, 
and difcovered to the view a fcene of human mifery, beyond what any eye had ever 
before beheld. Compaffion f~ized the amazed inhabitants, aggravated with the fear 
of like calamities ; while they obferved the numerous foes, without and wi:hin, 
which every where invironed them, and reflected on the weak refources, by 
which they were themfelves fupported. The more vigorous of the unh1ppy 
fugitives, to the number of three thoufand, were inlifted into three regiments, the 
reft were di(hibuted into the houfes ; and all care was taken, by diet and warnth, 
to recruit their feeble and torpid limbs. Difeafes of unknown name and fp(cies~ 
derived from thefe multiplied diftreffes, feized many of them, and put a f~edy 
period to their Jives : Others, having now leizure to refletl: on their mignty lofs 
of friends and fortune, curfed that being, which they had faved. Abandooing 
themfelves to defpair, refufing all fuccour, they expired; without other conrola
tion, than that of receiving, among their countrymen, the honowrs of a grave, 
which, to their fiaughtered companions, had been denied by the inhuman bar
barians. 

BY fome computations, thofe, who perifhed by all thofe cruelties, are nade 
to amount to an hundred and fifty or two hundred thoufand: By the moft mo
derate, and probab!J the moft reafonable account, they muft have been nea:r 
forty thoufand. 

VoL. 1. .P ·p THE 

Chap. VI .. 
rt;~q_I. 
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THE juftices ordered to Dublin all the bodies of the army, which were not 
furrounded by the rebels _; and they affembled a force of 1500 veterans. They 

foon inlifted, and armed from the magazines above 4000 men more. They dif. 
patched a body of 6oo n1en to throw relief into Tredagh, befieged by the lrifh. 

But thefe troops, attacked by the enemy, were feized with a panic, and were 
'm oft of them put to the fword. Their arms, falling into the hands of the Irifh, 

fupplied them with that, which they moft wanted. The juftices afterwards 
thought of nothing n1ore than of providing for their own fecurity and that ~f 
the capilal. The Earl of Ormond, their general, remonftrated againft fuch 
timid councils ; but was obliged to fubmit to authority. 

THE Englifh of the pale, who probably were not, at firft, in the ftcret, pre
tended to blame the infurreCl:ion, and to deteft the b~rbarity, with which it was 
accompanied. ~y their proteftations and declarations, they engaged the jufHces 
to fupply them with arms, which they promifed to employ in defence of the go
vernment. But in a little tirrJe, the interefts of religion were found more preva-

lent over them than regard and duty to their native country. They chofe Lord 
Gormanftone their leader; and, joining the old Irifh, rivaled them in every act 

of cruelty towards the Englifh proteftants. Befides many fmaller bodies, difper

fed over the whole kingdom, the principal army of the rebels amounted to 2o,ooo· 
men, and threatened Dublin with an immediate fiege. 

BoTH the Englifh and Irifh rebels confpired in one impofture, with which 
they feduced many of thdr deluded countryn1en : They pretended authority from 

the King and ~een, but chiefly from the latter, for their infurrection ; and they 
affirmed, that the caufe of their taking arms, was to vindicate royal prerogative, 
now invaded by the puritanical parliament. Sir Phelim Oneale, having found 
a royal patent in Lord Caufield's houfe, whom he had murdered, tore off the 

feal, and affixed to it a commiffion, which he had forged for himfelf. 

THE King received an account of this infurreB:ion by a meffenger, difpatched 

from the north of Ireland. He immediately communicated his intelligence to 
the Scotch parliament. He expected, that the mighty zeal, expreffed by the 
Scotch, for the proteftant religion, would immediately engage them to fly to its 
rlefence, where it was fo violently invaded : He hoped, that their horror againft 
popery, a religion, which now appeared in its m oft horrible afpeCt, would fecond 
all his exhortations: He had obferved with what alacrity they had twice run 
to arms) and affembled troops in oppofition to the rights of their fovereign: He 
faw with how much greater facility they could now collect forces, which had been 
very lately difbanded, and which had been fo long enured to military difcip1ine. 

T,he cries of their affrighted and diftrdfed brethren in Ireland, he promifed himfelf, 
would 
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would powerfully incite them in fend over fuccours, which could arrive fo quickly, Chap. Vt. 

and aid them with fuch promptitude in this uttermofl: diftrefs. But the zeal of 16·ti· 

the Scotch, as is ufual among religious fects, was very feeble, when not ftimu-

lated either by faction or by intereft. They now confidered themfelves intirely; as 

a republic, and made no account of the authority of their prince, which they had 

utterly annihilated. Conceiving hopes from the prefent diftreffes of Ireland, they 

efolved to make an advantageous bargain for the fuccours, with which they 1hould 

fupply their neighbouring nation. And they cafl: their eye on the Engliih par. 

liamentr, with whom they were already fo clofely connected, and who could alone 

fulfil any articles, which might be agreed on. Except difpatching a fmall body 

to fupport the Scotch colonies in UHl:er, they would, therefore, go no farther, 

at prefent, than to fend commiffioners to London, in order to treat with that 

power, to whom the fovereign authority was now, in reality, transferred. 

THE King too, fenfible of his utter inability to fubdue the Irifh rebels, found 

liimfelf obliged, in this exigency, to have reco\lrfe to the Engli!h parliament, and 

depend on their affiftance for fupply. After communicating the intelligence, 

which he had received, he informed them, that the infurrection was not, in his 

opinion, the refult of any raili enterprize, but of a formed confpiracy againft 

the crown of England. To their care and wifdom, therefore, he faid, he corn ... 

mitted the conduCl:: and profecution of the war, which, in a caufe fo important 

to national and religious interefts, muft, of neceffity, be immediately entered 

upon, and vigoroufiy purfued. 

THE Englifh parliament was now affembled ; and difcovered, in every vote, Meetirtg or 
the fame difpofitions, in which they had feparated. The exalting their own au- t~~l~~;~~ 

thority, the diminifhing the King's, were frill the objects purfued by the majo- P 

rity. Every attempt, which had been made to gain the popular leaders, and 

by offices to attach them to the crown, had failed of fuccefs, either for want of 

fkill in condutl:ing it, or by reafon of the fiender prefern1ents, which it was then 

in the King's power to confer. The ambitious and enterprizing patriots difdained 

to accept, in detail~ of a precarious power; while they efteemed it fo eafy, by 

one bold and vigorous affault, to poffefs themfelv;es for ever of the intire fove-

reignty of the ftate. Senfible, that the meafures, which they had hitherto pur~ 

fued, rendered them extremely obnoxious to the King; were many of them in 

themfelves exceptionable ; fome of them, ftrictly fpeaking, illegal ; they refol· 

ved to feek their own fecurity, as well as greatnefs, by enlarging popular autho. 

rity in England. The great neceffities, to which the King was reduced; the vio-

lent prejudices, which generally, throughout the nation, prevailed againfi: him; 

his facility in making the moft important concefUons; the exall?ple of the Scotch, 
P p 2 whofe 
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·Chap. VI. whofe encroac~ments had totally fubverted monarchy: All thefe circumfrances 
~'6 'J.l· ·farther infi:igated the commons in their invafion of royal prerogative. And the 

-danger, to which the confi:itution feemed to have been fo lately expofed, perfuaded 
many, that it never couU be fufficiently f-ectued, but by the in tire abolition of that 
-authority, which had invaded it. 

BuT this projeCt, it had not been in the power, fcarce in the intention, of the 
.popular leaders to execute, had it not been for the paffion, which feized the nati
on, for prefb~terian difcipline, and for the wild enthufiafm, which, at that time, 
accompanied it. The lictnce, which the parliament had beftowed pn this 
1pirit, by checking ecdefiaftical authority ; the countenance and encouragement, 
with which they had honoured it; had already diffufed its influence to a wonderful 
degree : And all orders of men had drunk. deep of the intoxicating poifon. 
In each difcourfe or converfation, this mode of religion entered ; in all bufinefs, 
it had a fhare ; every elegant pleafure or amufen1ent, it utterJy annihilated; ma
ny vices or corruptions of mind, it promoted ; even difeafes and bodily diftempers 
were not totally exempted from it; and it _became requifite, we are told, for all 
phyficians to be expert in the fpiritual profeffion, and, by theological confidera
tions, to allay thofe religious terrors, with which their patients were fo generally 
haunted. Learning itfelf, which tends fo n1uch to enlarge the mind, and huma
nize the temper, rather ferved, on this occafion, to exalt that epidemical frenzy, 
which prevailed. Rude as yet, and imperfect, it fupplied the difmal fanaticifm 
with a variety of views, founded it on fome coherency of fy ftem, enriched it 
with different figures of elocution ; advantages, with which a people, total1y 
ignorant and barbarous, had ~een happily unacquainted. 

FROM policy, at firft, and inclination, now from neceffity, the King attach
ed himfelf extremely to the hierarchy : For like reafons, his enemies made ac .. 
-count, by one and the fame effort, to overpower the church and monJrchy. 

W BILE the con1mons were in this difpofition~ the Iriih rebellion was the event, 
which _tended mo(t to promote the views, in which all their meafures terminated. 
1\. horror againft the papifts, however innocent, they had conftantly encouraged; 
.a terro-r againft the confpiracies of that feel:, however improbable, they had, ac 
a11 times, endeavoured to excite. Here was broke out a rebellion, dreadful and 
unexpected ; accompanied with circumftances the moft detefrable, of which there 
'CVer was any record: And what was the peculiar guilt of the Iri!h Catholics, it 
'Was no oifficult matter, in the prefent difpofition of men's minds, to attribute to 
that whole feet, who already were fo much the objet1: of general abhorrence. 
Accuflomed, in all invectives, to join the prelatical party with the papifh, the 
f>eople im.mediately {uppofed this infurrettion to be the refult of their united 

council.L 
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councils. And when they heard, that the Irifh rebels pleaded the King's com
miffion for all their violences; bigotry, ever credulous and malignant, aifented 
without fcruple to that grofs impofture, and loaded the unhappy prince with the 
·hole enormity of a contrivance, fo barbarous and inhuman*. 

BY the difficulties and diftreffes of the crown, the commons, who poiTelfed 
.alone the power of fupply, had aggrandized themfelves; and it feemed a pecu
liar happinefs, that the Irifh rebellion had fucceeded, at fo critical a juncture, to 
the pacification of Scotland. That expreffion of the King, by which he commit
ted to them the care of Ireland, they immediately laid hold of, and interpretecl 
in the mofl: unlimited fenfe. They had, on other occafions1 been gradually en
croaching on the executive power of the crown, which forms its principal and moft 
natural branch of at1thority, but with regard to Ireland they at once aff'umed ir_, 

fully 

· It 1!' now fo univerfally allowed, notwithftanding fome mnttering to tne contrary, that the King 
·,tad no hand in the Trilh rebellion, that it will be fuperfluous to infifi. on a point, which feems fo clear. 

1ball only fuggeft a very few arguments, among an infinite number, which occur. ( 1) Ought he 

.affirmation of perfidious, infamous rebels ever to have paffed for any authority ? { ~) No body can 
tell us what the words of the pretended commiffion were. That commiffion which we find in Rufh:· 
worth's, and in Milton's works, Toland's edition, is plainly an impofiure; becaufe it pretends to be 
dated in OCtober I 641, yet mentions faCts, which happened not till fome months after. It appears 

.that the Irilh rebels, obferving fome inconfiftence in their firfi forgery, were obliged to forge this 
com.mifiion a-ne\v, yet could not render it coherent nor probable. (3) Nothing could more obvioufiy 

be pernicious to the King's caufe than the Irilh rebellion ; becaufe it increafed his neceffities, and ren

dered him ftill more dependent on the parliament, who had before fufficiently fi own on what term$ 

they would allift him. (4) The infi.ant t11e King heard of the rebellion, which was a very few days 

after its commencement, he wrote to the parliament, and gave over to them the management of 
the war. Had he built any projetls on that rebellion, would he not have waited fome little time, 

to fee how they would fucceed? \Vould he prefent]y hare adopted a meafure, which was obvioufly 

fo hurtful to his authority? (5) What can be imagined to be the King's projetl:s? To raife the 

Irilh to arms, I fuppofe, and bring them over to England for his affiihnce. But is 'it not plain, 

hat the King never intended to raife war in England? Had that been his intention, would he 

have rendered the parliament perpetual ? Does it not appear by the whole train of even s, that the 

l)arliament forced him into the war ? (6) The King conveyed to the juftices intelligence, which 

<>ught to have prevented the rebellion. (7) The Irilh catholics, in all their future trar.faaions with 

the King, where they endeavour to excufe their infurretl:ion, never had the affurance to plead hi 

. eommillion. Even amongft themfelves .they dropped that pretext. It appears that Sir Phelim 

Oneale, chiefly, and he only at firft, promoted that impofture. See Carte's Ormond, vol. ii_i. 

N° Ioo, III, .112~ 114, 115, IZI, 132, 137· (8) Onealehimfelfconfeffed theimpofture on his 

trial and at his executiQn. See Nalfon, vol. ii. p. 528. (9) It is ridiculous to mention, the juftJfi

cation which Charles II. gave to the Marquis of Antrim, as if he had aB:ed by his fa her's corn

million. Antrim had no hand in the firft rebellion and the m:tffacre. He joined not the rebels ti~ 
~10 years after, and he performed in1portant fen· ices to the King, in fending over a body of men 

.Montrofe. 
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fully and intire1y, as if delivered ovet· to them by a regular gift or affignment. 
And to this ufurpation the King was obliged paffively to fubmit ; both becaufe 
of his utter inability to refift, and left he fhould expofe himfelf frill more to the 
reproach of favouring the progrefs of that odious rebellion. 

THE project of introducing farcher innovations in England being. once formed 
'by the leaders among the commons, it became a neceffary confequence, that 
their operations with regard to Ireland would, all of them, be confidered as fub· 
ordinate to the former, on whofe fuccefs, when once undertaken, their own 
grandeur, fecurity, and even being, muft intire ly depend. While they pretended 
the utmoft ze'll againft the Irifh infurreClion, they took no fteps towards its fup
preffion, but fuch as likewife tended to give them the fuperiority in thofe com· 
motions, which, they forefaw, n1uft fo foon be excited in England. The ex
treme contempt, entertained towards the natives in Ireland, made the popular 
leaders believe, that it would be eafy, at any time, to fupprefs their rebellion, and 
recover that kingdom : Nor were they willing to lofe, by too ha fry fuccefs, the 
advantage, which that rebellion would afford them in their projected encroach .. 
ments on the prerogative. By affuming the total management of the war, they 
acquired the courtfhip and dependence of every one, who had any connexion 
with Ireland, or who was defirous of inlifting in thefe military enterprizes: They 
levied money under pretence of the Iri!h expedition ; but referved it for purpo. 
fes, which concerned then1 more nearly: They took arms from the King's ma· 
gazines ; but ftill kept them, with a fecret intention of employing them againft 
himfelf: Whatever law they deemed neceffary for aggrandizing themfelves, was 
voted, under colour of enabling them to recover Irdand ; and if Charles with
held the royal affent, his refufal was imputed to thole pernicious councils, which 
had at firft excited the popi!h rebellion, and which frill threatened total deftruCl:ion 
.to the proteftant intereft, throughout all his dominions. And, tho' no forces 
were for a long time fent over to Ireland, and very little money remitted, during 
.the extreme d.iftrefs of that kingdom ; fa ftrong was the people ·s attachment to 
the commons, that the fault was never imputed to thofe pious zealots~ whofe 
votes breathed nothing but fire and deftruCtion to the Irifh rebels. 

To make the attack on royal authority by regular approaches, it was thought 
proper to form a general remonftrance of the ftate of the kingdom; and accord· 
ingly, the committee, which, at the firft meeting of the parliament, had been 
.chofen for that purpofe, and which had hitherto made no advance in their work, 
J"eccived fre.fh i~junctions to finiih that undertaking.. . 

THI 



CHARLES r. 
THE committee brought into the houfe that remonftrance, which has become Ch~p. VI. 

fo memorable, and which was foon afterwards attended with fuch important con~ The
1 

r~~n· 
fequences. It was not addreffed to the King ; but was openly declared to be llrancc, . J 

an appeal to the people. The harlhnefs of the matter was equaUed by the feve-
rity of the language. It confifts of many grofs fallhoods, intermingled with 
fi>me evident truths : Malignant infinuat:ons are joined to open inveCl:ives : Loud 
complaints of the pafl:, accompanied with jealous prognoll:ications of the future. 
\Vhatever unfortunate, whatever invidious, whatever fufpicious meafurc, had 
been embraced by the King from the commencement of his reign, is infifted on 
and aggravated with mercilefs rhetoric : The unfllccefsful expedition to Cadiz 
6lnd the ifle of Rhe are mentioned : The fending !hips to France for fuppreffion 
of the hugonots : The forced loans: The illegal confinement of men for not 
obeying illegal commands : The violent diffolution of four parliaments : The ar .. 
bitrary government, which always fucceeded : The ql1eftioning, fining, and im-
prifoning members for their conduB: in the houfe : The levying taxes without 
confent of the commons : The introdl:lcing fuperftitious innovations into th~ 
church, without authority of law: In fhort, every thing, which, either with 
or without reafon, had given offence, during the courfe of fifteen years~ from 
the acceffion of the King to the calling of the prefent parliament. And, tho' all 
thefe grievances had been already redreifed, and even laws enaB:ed for future fe-
curity againft their return, the praife of all thefe advantages was afcribed, not to 
the King, but to the parliament, who had extorted his confent to fuch falutary 
fiatutes. Their own merits too, they afferted, towards the King, were equally 
great, as towards the people. Tho' they had feized his whole revenue, rendered 
it totally precarious, and made even their temporary fupplies be paid into their 
own commiffioners, who were independent of him; they pretended, that thev 
had very liberally fupported him in his neceffities. By an infult ftill more egre~ 
gious, the very giving money to the Scotch for levying war againft their fo ... 
vereign, they reprefented as an inftance of their duty towards him. And all 
their grievances, they faid, which amounted to no lefs than a total fubverfion 
of the conftitution, proceeded intirely from the formed combination of a po-
pilh faction, who had ever fwayed the King's councils, who had endeavoured, 
by an uninterrupted effort, to introduce their fuperftition into England and 
Scotland, and who had now, at Jaft, excited an open and bloody rebellion in 

' Irebnd. 
THIS remonftrance, (o full of acrimony and violence, was a plain fignal for 

!ome farther attacks intended on royal prerogative, and a declaration, that the 
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C ap. VI. conceffions, already made, however important, were not to be regarded as fati .. 
I04'· faCl:ory. What pretenfions would b~ advanced, how unprecedented, how unlimitni, 

were eaG!y imagined ; and nothing lefs was forefeen, whatever ancient nan;es 
might be preferved, than an abolition, almofr total, of the monarchical go
vernment of England. The oppofition, therefore, which the remonftrance 
n1et with in the houfe of commons, was very great. For above fourteen hours, 
the debate was warmly managed ; and from the wearinefs of the King's party, 
which probably confifred chiefly of the elderly people, and men of cool fpirits, 

~ o embe:zz. the vote was, at Iaft, carried by a fmall majority of eleven. Some time after, 
the remonfrrance was ordered to be printed and publifhed, without being car
ried up, as is ufual in fuch cafes, to the houfe of peers, fur their affent and ap
probation. 

Reafoas on WHEN this remonfhance was difperfed, it excited, every where, the fame vio
both tides. lent contloverfy, which had attended it, when introduced into the houfe of com

mJns. This parliament, faid the partizans of that alfembly, have at Iall: pro
fited by the fatal example of their predeceffors ; and are refolved, that the fa
bric, which they have generoufly undertaken to rear for the protection of liber
ty, iliall not be ]eft to future age3, infecure and imperfeCl:. At the time, when 
the petition of right, that requillte vindication of a violated conftitution, was 
extorted from the unwilling prince; who but imagined, that liberty was at lail: 
fecured, and that the laws would thenceforth maintain then1felves in oppofition 
to arbitrary authority ? But what was the event ? A right was indeed acquired to 
the people, or rather their ancient right was more exactly defined: But as the 
power of invading it ftill remained in the prince, no fooner did an opportunity 
offer, than he totally difregarded all laws and preceding engagements, and made 
his will and pleafure the fole rule of government. Thofe lofty ideas of monar
chical government, which he had derived from his early education, which are 
united in his mind with the irrefHtible illufions of felf-love, which are corrobo
rated by his mifl:aken principles of religion, it is vainly hoped, in his more ad. 
vanced age, that he will fincerely renounce, from any fubfequent reflection or ex
perience. Such converfions, if ever they happen, are extremely rare ; but to 
expeCt, that they will be derived from neceffity, from the jealoufy and refentment 
of antagonifts, from blame, from reproach, from oppofition, muft be the re .. 
fult of the fondeft and moft blind credulity. Thefe violences, however requi. 
fite, are fure to irritate a prince againft limitations, fo cruelly impofed upon him; 
and each conceffion, which he is inforced to make, is regarded as a temporary 
tribute paid to faction and fedition, anq is fecretly attended with a refolution of 

feizing 
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{eizing every favourable opportunity to retract it. Nor fhould we imagine, that Chap. " 

opportunities of that kind will not offer in the courfe of human afEiirs. Go- 1671 

vernments, efpecially thofe of a mixed kind, are in continual fluctuation : 1'he 
humours of the people change perpetually fron1 one extreme to another : And no 
refolution can be more wife, as well as more juft, than that of employing the 
prefent advantages againft the king, who had formerly pufhed much lefs tempt-
ing ones to the utmoft extremity againfl: his people and his parliament. It is to be 
feared, that, if the religious rage, which has feized the multitude, be allowed to eva
porate, they will quickly return to the ancient ecclefiafl:ical eflablifhm~.nt; and 
embrace, with it, thofe principles of fiavery, which it inculcates with fuch zeal 
on its fubmiffive profelytes. Thofe patriots, who are now the public idols, may 
then become the objects of general deteflation ; and equal fi10uts of joy attend 
their ignominious execution, with thpfe which fecond their prefent advantages and 
triumphs. Nor ought the appreheniion of fuch an event to be regarded in 
them as a felfifh con!ideration : In their fafety is involved the fecurity of the 
laws : The patrons of the conftitution cannot fuffer without a fatal blow to the 
confiitution: And it is but juftice in the public to proteCt, at any hazard, thofe, 
who have fo gcnerouny expofed thetnfelvcs to the utmofl hazard for the public 
intereft. What tho' monarchy, the antient government of England, be impair-
ed, during thefe contefl:s, in many of its former prerogatives? The laws will 
flourifh the more by its decay ; and 'tis happy' allowing, that matters are really 
carried bevond the bounds of moderation, that the current, at leaft, runs towards 
liberty, a~d that the error is on that fide, which is fafeft for the general interefls 
of mankind and fociety. 

THE beil: arguments of the royalifts againft a farther invafion of the preroga
tive, were founded more on oppofite ideas, which they had formed of the paft 
events of this reign, than on oppofite principles of government. Some invafions, 
they faid, and thofe too, of no fmall confequence, had undoubtedly been made on 
national privileges : But were we to look for the caufe of thefe vioiences, we 
Jhould never find it to confift in the wanton tyranny and injuf1ic e of the prince, 
not even in his ambition or immoderate appetite for authority. The hoftilities 
~vith Spain, in which the King, on his acceffion, found himfelf engaged, how
ever imprudent and unneceffary, had proceeded from the advice, and even im
portunity of the parliament; who deferred him immediately after they had em
barked him in thofe warlike meafures. A young prince, jealous of honour, was 
naturally afraid of being foiled in his firft enterprize, and had not, as yet, at-
ained fuch maturity of council, as to perceive, that his greatcft honour lay in 
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preferving the laws inviolate, and gaining the intire confidence of his people. 
The rigor of the fubfequent parliaments had been ex treme with regard to many 
articles, particularly tonnage and poundage; and had reduced the King to an 
abfolute neceffity, if he would preferve entirely the royal prerogative, of levying 
thofe duties by. his own authority, and of breaking tluo' the forms, in order to 
maintain the fpirit of the conftitution. Having once made fo perilous a ftep, he 
was naturally induced to continue, and to confult the public intereft, by levying 
fhip- money, and other moderate, tho' irregular, impofitions and taxations. It 
is now full time to free hi1n from all thefe nece!Iities, and to apply cordials and 
lenitivcs, after thofe feverities, which have already had their full courfe againft 
him. Never fovereign was bleffed with more moderation of temper, with more 
jufrice, more human1ty, '1nore honour, or a more magnanimous difpofition. vVhat 
pity, that fuch a prince fhould fo long have been harraffed with rigors, fufpici
ons, calumnies, complaints, encroachments; and been forced from that path, in 
which the rectitude of his difpofition would have inclined him to have confrantly 
trod ! If fom'e few infrances are found of .-iolations made on the petition of 
right, which he himfelf had granted; there is an eafier and more natural v.:ay for 
preventing the return of like inconveniences than by a total abolition of royal 
authority. Let the revenue be fettled, fuitable to the antient dignity and fplen
dor of the crown; let the public neceffities be fuJly fupplied ; let the remaining 
articles of prerogative be left untouched : And the King, as he has already loft: 
the power, will lay afide the will, of invading the confritution. From what quar
ter can j"aloufies now arife? What farther fecurity can be defired or expected? 
'The King's precedent conceffions, fo far from being infufficient for public fecu
rity, have rather erred on the other extreme; and, by depriving him of all pow
er of felf-defence, are the real caufe, why the commons are emboldened to raife 
preten fions hitherto unheard of in the kingdom, and to fubvert the whole fyftem 
of tl e conftitution. But, would they be contented with moderate advantages, 
· s it not e ident, that, be fides other important conceffions, the prefent parliament 
may be continued till the government is accuftomed to the new track, and every 
part is re ft orcd to full harmony and concord ? By the triennial act, a perpetual 
fucceffion of parliaments is el1ablifhed, as everJafting guardians to the laws ; 
while the. king poifeffes no independent power or military force, by which he 
am be fu pported in his invafion of them. No danger remains, but what is in
feparab]e from all free conftitutions, and what forms the very effence of their li
berty : The cl nger of a change in the people's difpofition, and of genera] dif· 
nun, contraeted againfl: popular privileges. To prevent fuch an evil, no expe-
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dient is more proper, than to contain ourfelves within the bounds of moderation, 
and to confider, that all extremes, naturally and infallibly, beget each other. 
In the fame manner as the paft ufurpations of the crown, however excufable on 
account of the neceffity or provocations from whence they arofe, have excited 
an immeafurable appetite for liberty ; let us beware, left our encroachments, by 
introducing anarchy, make the people feek fhelter under the peaceable and def-
potic rule of a monarch. Authority, as well as 1 iberty, is requifite to govern-
n1ent; and is even requifite to the fupport of liberty itfelf, by maintaining the 
laws, which can alone regulate and proteCt it. What madnefs, while every 
thing is fo happily fettled under antient forms and inftitutions, now more exaCtly 
poifed and adjufted, to try the hazardous experiment of a new confiitution, and 
renounce the mature wifdom of our anceftors for the crude whimfies of turbulent 
innovators ? Bcfides the certain and inconceivable mifchiefs· of civil war; are not 
the perils apparent, which the delicate frame of liberty muft inevitably run 
amidft the furious fhock of arms ? hichever fide prevails, jle can fcarce hope to 
remain inviolate, and may fuffer no lefs or rather greater inj.uries from the boundlefs 
pretenfions of forces engaged in her caufe, than from the invafion of inraged 
troops, inl;fted on the fide of monarchy. 

THE King, upon his return fron1 Scotland, was received in London with the 

Chap.\ I. 
l r:41 · 

:fhouts and acclamations of the people, and with every demonftration of regard Novembc1 2-. 

and affecrion. Sir Richard Gournay, Lord Mayor, a man of merit and autho-
rity, had promoted thefe favourable difpofitions, and had engaged the populace, 
who fo lately infu1ted the King, and who fo foon afterwards made furious war · 
upon him, to give him thefe marks of the moft dutiful attachment. But all the 
pleafnre, w hi eh .he reaped from this joyful reception, was foon damped by the 
remonftrance of the commons, which was prefented him, together with a petition 
of a like ftrain. 1'he bad councils, which he followed, are there complained of; 
his concurrence in the Irifu rebellion openly infinuated; the fcheme, laid for the 
introduCtion of popery and fuperflition, inveighed againfi: ; and, for a remedy to 

all thefe evils, he is defired to entruft every office and command to perfons, in 
whom his parliament fl1ould have caufe to confide. By this phrafe, which is fo 
often repeated in all the memorials and addreffes of that time, the commons meant 
themfelves and their adherents. 

As foon as the remonftrance of the commons was publifhed, the King difperf
ed an anfwer to it. In this conteil:, he lay under mighty difadvantagcs. Not 
only the ·ears of the people were extremely prejudiced againft him ; the befi: to
pics upon which he could juftify, or at leafi: apologize for his former conducr, 
were fuch as it was not fafe nor prudent for him, at this tin1e, to employ. So 
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high was the national idolatry towards parliaments, that to blame the pa!l con
duct of thefe a!remblies, had been very ill received by the generality of the peo
ple. So loud were the complaints againft regal ufurpations, that had the King 
afferted the prerogative of fupplying, by his own authority, the deficiencies in go
vernment, arifing from the obll:inacy of parliaments, he would have increafed the 
clarrwrs, with which the whole nation already refounded. Charles, therefore, con
tented himfelf with obferving, in gene~al, that, even during that period, fo much 
complained of, the people enjoyed a great n1eafure of happinefs; not only com
paratively, in refpeEt of their neighbcurs, but even in refpeet of thofe times, 
which were juftly accounted the moft fortunate. I-Ie made warm proteftations 
of fincerity in the reformed religion ; he promifed indulgence to tender confcien
ces wi1:h regard to the ceremonies of the church ; he mentioned his great concef
fions to national liberty; he blamed the infamous libels every where difperfed 
againft his perfon ~md the national religion ; he complained of the general re
proaches, thrown out in the remonft~ance, with regard to ill councils, tho' he had 
.Protecred no minifter from parliamentary jufiice, retained no unpopular fervant, 
and ~onferred offices on no one, who erjoyed not a high charaCter and eftimation 
in the public. " 1 f notwithftanding this," he adds, '' any mal1gnant party !hall 
'' take heart, and be willing to facrifice the peace and happinefs of their country, 
" to their own finifter ends and ambition, under whatever pretence of religion 
" and confcience; if they fhall endeavour to leffen my reputation and intereft, 
" and to weaken my lawful power anc authority ; if they fhall attempt, by dif
" countenancing the prefent laws, to loofen the bands of government, that all 
" diforder and confufion may break ir1 upon us ; I doubt not but God, in his 
" good time, will difcover them to me, and that the wifdom and courage of my 
" high court of parliament will join with me in their fuppreffion and punifhment." 
Nothing ihows more evidently the hard fituation in which Charles was placed, 
than to obferve, that he was obliged to confine himfelf within the limits of civi
lity towards fubjects, who had tranfgreffed all bounds of regard, and even of good 
1nanners, in their treatment of their fovereign. 

THE firft infrance of thofe parliamentary encroachments, which Charles was 
now to look for, was the bill for preffing foldiers to the fervice of Ireland. This 
bill quickly plffed the lower houfe. Ir1 the preamble, the King's power of pref
iing, a power exercifed during all fanner times, was declared illegal, and contrary 
to the liberty of the fubject. By a neceffary confequence, the prerogative, which 
the crown had ever affumed, of obliging men to accept of any branch of public 
fervice, was abolifhed and annihilated : A prerogative, it 1nuft be owned, not 
very compatible with a limited tnonarc~y. In order to elude this law, the King 
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offered to raife Io,ooo voluntiers for the Iriili fervice: But the commons \verc Cl>ap. YI. 

afraid, left fuch an army would be too 111uch at his difpofal. ChJrles, ttill unwil- IG .. p · 

ling to fubmit to fo confiderable a diminution of power, came to tt1e houfe of 
peers, and offered to pafs the law without the preamble; by which means, he f:1i ,, 
that ill-timed queftion with regard to the prerogative would for the pr fe nt be 
avoided, and the pretenfions of each party be left intire. Both houfes t o fi r 
at this precipitant meafure, which, from a fimilar inftance, while the bill of at-
tainder againfl: Strafford was in dependance, Charles might for fee, would be 1 e-
ceived with refentment. By the lords, a, well as commons, a vote p 1fed, declar-
ing it to be a high breach of privilege for the king to take noti~e of any bil1 1 

which was in agitation in either of the houfes, or to exprefs his fentiments with 
regard to it, before it be prefentecl to him for his affent in a parliamentary man-
ner. The King was obliged to compofe all matters by an a1 ology. 

THE general quefl:ion, we may obferve, with regard to privileges of parlia
n1ent, has always been, and fl:ill continues, one of the greatdl: myfl:cries of the 
Engltfh conftitution; and, in fome refpetls, notwithfl:anding the accurate genius 
of that government, thefe privileges are, at prefent, as undetermined, as were 
formerly the prerogatives of the crown. Such privileges as are founcied on long 
precedent cannot be controverted : But tho' it were certain, that former kings 
had not, in any inftance, taken notice of bills lying before the houfes (which yet 
appears to have been very ufual) ; it follows not, merely from the;r never exert
ing fuch a power, that they had renounced it, or never were poffe.ffed of it. Such 
privileges alfo as are elfential to ~11 free affemblies, which deliberate, they m y be 
allowed to affume, whatever precedents may prevail: But tho' the King' .:: inter
pofition, by an offer or advice, does, in fome degree, overawe or rdlrain liberty; it 
n1ay be dotlbted, whether it impofes fuch eviclent violence as to entitle the par
liament, without any other authority o~ conceffion, to claim the privilege of x · 
eluding it. But this was the favourable time for extending privileges ; and had 
none more exorbitant or unreafonable been challenged, few ba confequences had 
followed. The efl:ablifhment-of this rule, 'tis certain, contributes to the order 
and regularity, as well as freedom, of parliamentary proceedings. 

THE interpofition of peers in the election of commoners was likewife, about this 
time, declared a breach of privilege ; and continues ever fince to be conden ne·t 
by votes of the commons, and univerfally practifed throughout the na .. ion. 

EvERY meafure purfued by the commons, and fl:ill m or~, every attempt n adc 
by their partizans, was full of the mofi inveterate hatred againil: the hierarchy, 
and fhowed a determined refolution of rubverting the whole ecclefiaftical eftablitb
ment. Befides numberlefs vexations and perfecutions which the clcP y umier-

went 



HIS T 0 R Y oF GREAT BRITAIN~ 

went from the arbitrary power of the lower houfe; the peers, while the King was 
in Scotland, having paired an order for the obfcrvance of the laws with regard to 
public worf11ip, the commons affumed fuch authority, that, by a vote alone of 
their houfe, they fufpended thofe laws, tho' enaCted by the whole legiilati1re: 
And they particularly forbade bowing at the name of JEsus ; a praCtice, which 

. gave them the higheft fcandal, and which was one of their capital objections 
againft the efl:abliil1ed religion. They complained of the King's filling five va
cant fees, and confidered it as an infult upon them, that he Ihould compleiit and 
ftrengthen an order, which they intended foon entirely _to abolifh *. They had 
accufed thirteen bifhops of high treafon for enaCting canons without confent of 
pJ.rliament; tho', from the foundation of the monarchy, no other method had 
ever been praB:ifed : And they now infifted, that the peers,' upon this general ac
cufation, ihould fequeftcr thofe bifhops from their feats in parliament, and com-
n1it them to prifon. Their bill for taking away the bilbop's votes had, laft win
ter, been rejected by the peers : But they again introduced the fame bill, tho' no 
prorogation had intervened ; and they endeavoured~ by fome minute alterations, 
to elude that rule of parliament which oppofed them. And when they fent up 
this bill to tl~e lords, they made a demand, the moil: abfurd in the world, that 
the bifhops, being all of them panies, !hould be refufed a vote with regard to that 
queftion. After the refolution was once formed by the commons, of invading 
the efrablifhed government of church and ftate, it could not be expeCted, that 
their proceedings, in fuch a violent attempt, would thenceforth be altogether re
gular and equitable: But it n1uft be confeffed, that, in their attacJ{s on the 
l1ierarchy, they ftill more openly tranfgreffed all bounds of moderation ; as fup
pofing, no doubt, that the facrednefs of the caufe would fufficiently atone for em
ploying means, the moft irregular and unprecedented. The principle, which 
prevails fo much among zealots, never difplayed itfelf fo openly, as during the 
tranfaetions of this whole period. 

~ 

BuT, notwithfianding all thefe efforts of the commons, they could not expect: 
the concurrence of the upper houfe, either to this law, or to any other, which 
they Ihould introduce for the farther limitation of roy·ai authority. The majority 
of the peers adhered to the King, and plainly forefaw the depreffion of nobility, as 
a neceffiiry coniequence of popular ufurpations on the crown. 1'he infolence in
deed, of the commons, and their haughty treatment of the lords, had already 
ri !en to a high pitch, and gave fufficient warning of their future attempts upon that 
orJer. They muttered fomewhat of their regret, that they !hould be .enforced to 
fave the kingdom alone, and that the houfe of peers would have no part in the 
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honour. Nay, they went fo far as openly to tell the lords, "That they them
" felves were the reprefentative body of the whole kin'gdom, and that the eers 
" were nothing but individuals, who held their feats in a particular capacity: 
" And, therefore, if their lordfhips will not confent to the palling aCls nccefl:uy 
" for the prefervntion of the people, the corn mons, together with fuc .1 of the 
" lords as arc more fenflble of the danger, mufi: join together, and reprefent the 
" matter to his Majefi:y." So violent was the democratical, cnthufiafl:ic fpirit 
diffufed throughout the nation, that a total confufion of all ranks and rders was 
juftly to be apprehended ; and the wonder was not, that the majority of the no~ 
bles fhould feek fbelter under the throne, but that any of them fnould venture 
to defert it. But the tide of popularity feized many, and carried them wide of 
all the moft eil:ablifhed maxims of civil policy. Among the op;.-onents of the 
King are ranked the Earl of Northumberland, Lord Admiral, a man of the firft 
family and fortune, and endowed with that dignified pride, which fo well came 
his rank and fi:ation : The Earl of Eifex, who inherited all his father's pop ilari
ty, and having, from his early youth, fought reno\vn in arms, uni ted to a mid
ling capacity that rigid inflexibility of honour, which forms the- proper ornament 
of a nobleman and a foldier: rrhe Lord Kimbolton, foon after E arl of fvlaL chef
ter, a perfon diftinguifhed by humanity, generofity, affability, and every an1iable 
virtue. Thefe men, finding that their credit ran very high with the nation, ven
tured to encourage thofe popular diforders, which, they vainly imagined, they 
poifeifed authority fufficient to regulate and controul. 

IN order to obtain a majority in the upper houfe, the commons had recourfe to 
the populace, who, on other occafions, had done them fuch important 1ervices. 
Amidll the greateft fecurity, they affc:Cted continual fears of deftruB:i6n to U1em
felves and the nation, and feemed to quake at every breath or rumor of danger. 
'They again excited the people by never-ceafing enquiries after confpiracies, by 
reports of infurreClions, by feigned intelligence of invafions from abroad, by dif
coveries of dangerous combinations at home among papiil:s and their adherents. 
When Charles difmi.lfed the guard, which they had ordered durbg his abfence, 
they complained ; and upon his promifing them a new guard, under the com
n1and of the Earl of Lindefey, they abfo1Lltely refufed the offer, and were well 
plea fed to infinuate, by this in fiance of j ealoufy, that their danger chiefly arofe 
from the King himfelf *. They ordere l halberts to be brought into the half, 
where they affembled, and thus armed hemfelves ar:r~inft thofe confpiracies with 
which, they pretended, they were ho 1rly threat( ned. To ftories of plots, how
ever ridiculous, but were w:lling y attended to, an• \·ere difperf~d among rl e 

mLltitude,. 
ourn. 3oth Nov. 1641. 

Ch:<p. VI. 
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multitude, to whofe capacity they were well adapted. J?eale, a taylor, informed 
the commons, that, walking in the fields, he had hearkened to the difcourfe of 
certain perfons, unknown to him, and had heard them talk of a moft danger
ous confpiracy. A hundred and eight ruffians, as he learned, had been ap
pointed to murder a hundred and eight lords and commoners, and were pro
n1ifed rewards for thefe affaffinations, ten pounds for each lord, forty fhillings 
for each commoner. Upon this notable intelligence, orders were iffued for feiz
ing priefts and jefuits, a conference was defired with the lords, and an ordinance 
of both houfes was framed for putting the kingdom immediately in a poft:ure 
of defence *. · 

THE pulpits likewife were called in aid, and refounded with the dangers which 
threatened religion, from the defperate attempts of papifts and n1alignants. Mul
titudes of people flocked towards vVeftminfter, and infulted the prelates and fuch 
of the lords as adhered to the crown. The peers voted a d.eclaration againfr 
thefe tumults, and fent it to the other houfe ; but thefe refufed their concur
rence t. Some feditious apprentices, being feized and committed to prifon, im
mediately received their liberty, by an order of the commons. The fueriffs and 
juftices having appointed conftables with Lrong watches to guard the parliament; 
the commons fent for the conftables, and required them to difcharge the watches, 
convened the juftices, voted their orders a breach of privilege, and fent one of 
them to the Tower t· Encouraged by thefe indications of their pleafure, the po
pulace crowded about Whitehall, and threw out infolent menaces againft the 
King hi~felf. Several reformed officers and young gentlemen of the inns of 
court, during this time of diforder and danger, offered their fervices to his Ma
je!l.y. Between them and the populace, there paffed frequent fkirmifhes, which 
ended not without bloodfhed. By way of reproach, thefe gentlemen gave the 
rabble the appel1ation of RouND HE ADS ; on account of the fl1ort cropt hair, 
which they wore : Thefe called the others CAvALIERS. And thus the nation, 
which was before fufficiently provided of religious as well as civil caufes of quar
rel, were allo fupplied with patty-names, under which the factions might rendez
vous and fignalize their mutual hatred. 

MEAN while, the tumults (till continued, and even increafed, abont vVeft
minfier and Whitehall. The cry continually refounded againft bijhops and 
'rotten hearted lords. The former efpecially, being eafily diftinguifhable by their 
habit, and being the objeCt of violent hatred to all the fectaries, were expofed to 

- ilie 

* N~lfon, Vol. II p. 646. Journ. 16th Nov. 1641. 
t R ufh worth, Part II f. Vol. I. p. 7 1 o. 
t Nalfon, Vol. II. p. 792. Journ. 27, 28, and 29th of December 1641· 
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the moll: dangerous infults. vVilliams, now created archbifhop of Yorl', having Ch:1p. IV. 1 ft 16+1• been abufed by the popu ace, ha ily called a meeting of his brethren. By his ndvice, a proteftation was drawn and addreffed to the King and the houfe of December 27~ lords. The bifhops there fet forth, that, tho' they had an undoubted right to fit and vote in parliament, yet, in coming thither, they had been menaced, affault-ed, affronted, by the unruly multitude, and could no longer with fafety atteni · their duty in the houfe. For this reafon they protefi:ed againft all laws. votes, and refolutions, as null and invalid, which ihould pafs during the time of their forced and violent abfence. This proteftation, which, tho' juft and legal, was certainly very ill-timed, was figned by twelve bifhops, and communicated to the King, who haftily approved of it. As foon as it was prefented to the lords, that houfe defired a conference with the commons, whom they informed of this unexpected proteftation. The opportunity was feized with joy and triutnpl • An impeachment of high treafon was i1nmedi~tely fent tlp againil: the bifhops, as endeavouring to fubvert the fundamental laws, and to invalidate the authority of the legifiature. They were, on the firfi: detnand, fequefi:red from parliament and committed to cuftody. No man, in either houfe, ventured to fpeak a word ir their vindication ; fo much difpleafed was every one at the egregious imprudence of which they had been guilty. One perfon alone faid, that he did not beli~veimpcachment them guilty of high treafon ; but that they were frark mad, and therefore defired of the bifhops. they might be fent to bedlam. 

A few days afterwards, the King was guilty of another indifcretion, much 1 6-rz~ n1ore fatal : An indifcretion, to which all the enfuing diforders and civil wars ()ught, immediately and directly, to be afcribed. This was the impeachment of I .. ord Kimbolton and the five members. 
WHEN the commons employed, in their remonftrance, lariguage fo fevere and indecent, they had not been actuated intirely by infolence and paffion: Their views were much more fo1id and profound. They confidered, That, in a violent attempt, fuch as an invafion of the antient conftitution, the more leifure was aftorded the people to reflecr, the lefs would they be inclined to fecond th3t rafh and dangerous enterprize ; that the peers would certainly refufe their concurrence, nor were there any hopes of prevailing on them but by exciting the populace to tun1ult and diforder ; that the employing fuch odious means for fo invidious an end would, at long-run, lofe them all their popularity, and turn the tide of favour to the contrary party; and that, if the King only remained in tranquillity, and <:autiOufiy eluded the firfl: violence of the tempeft, he would, in the end, certainly prevail, and be able at leaft to prererve intire the antient laws and con-VoL. I. R r ftitution. 
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h:-~ . I ' · ftit ut;;n. They weie therefore refolved, if poffible, to excite him to fome vio!en. 

1 4~· pafiion; in hopes, tlut he wol!ld commit indifcretioos, of v~ h:ch they might 

make ad\7 al tag·~. 

IT was not long before they fL cceeded beyond their fondeft wifhes. Charle~, 

enr aed to find, that all his conceffions but iocreafed their demands; that the 
0 

people, who were returning to a fenfe of duty towards him, were again roufed 

to [edition and tumults; that the blackeft calumnies were propagated againfl: 

hin , and even the Irifh maifacre afrribed to his councils and machinaticns ; that 

a method of addrefs was adopted, not only unfit towards fo great a prince, but 

:vhich no private gentleman could bear without rcfen~ment: \Vhen he confidered 

all thefe increafing infolences in the commons, he was apt to afcribe them, in a 

great meafure, to his own indolence anrl facility. The ~1een and .. he ladies of 

the court farther ftimulated his paffion, and reprefent~d, that, if he exer .. ed tha 

vigour, and difpla:yed the majefry of a monarch, the daring ufu;-pations of his fub .. 

jects would fnrink before him. Lord Digby, a man of fine parts, but full of le-

vity, and hurried on by precipitant paffions, fuggefted like councils ; and 

Charles, who, tho' commonly moderate in his temper, was ever difpofed 

to hafl:y refolutions, gave way to the fataL importunity of. his friends and 

fervants. 

Accufation of H ERBERT, attorney-general, appeared· in tne houfe of peers, and, in his 

tbhe five mem- Majefty' s name, entered an accufation of high treafon againft Lord Kimbolton 

ers. 
and five commoners, Hollis, Sir Arthur Hazlerig, Hambden, Pyrn, and Strode. 

The articles were, That they had traiterouOy endeavoure,d to fubvert the fundamen

tal laws and government of the kingdom, to deprive the King of his regal power; 

and to impofe on his fubje6ts an arbitnuy and tyrannical authority; that they 

had endeavoured, by many foul afperfions·on his l\1ajefty and his government, to 

alienate the affections of his people, and make him odious to them ; that they. had 

attemp~ed to draw his late army to difobedience of .his royal commands, and to 

fide with then1 in their traiterous defigns; that they had invited and encouraged 

a foreign power to invade the hngdom; that they had aimed at fubverting the 

rights and very being of parliaments; that, in order to compleat their traiterous 

defigns, they had endeavoured, as far as in them lay, by force and terror, to com

pel the parliament to join witl. them, and to that end, had aftua1ly raifed and 

countenanc d tumults againft the King and parliament; and that they had traite

rouOy confpired to levy and actually had levied w~r againft the King. 

THE whole world ftood amazed at this important accufation, fo fuddenly en

tered upon, without concert, deliberation, or reflection. Some of thefe arti

cles of accufation, men faid, to judge by appearance, feem to be common be-

8 
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tween the impeached members and the parliament; nor did thele perfons appear 

any farther active in the enterprizes, of which they were accufed, than fo far 

as they concurred with the majority in their votes and fpeeches. Tho' proofs 

n1ight, perhaps, be produced of their privately inviting the Scotch to invar e 

England ; how could fuch an attempt be interpreted treafon, after the act of 
oblivion, which had paffed, and after that both houfes, with the King's concur

rence> had voted that nation three hundred thoufand pounds for their brotherly af. 
fifrance? \Vhile the houfe of peers are fcarce able to maintain their independency, 
or refufe the bills fent them by the commons; will they ever be permitted by the 

populace, fuppofing them inclined, to pafs a fentence, which mufr totally fubdue 

the lower houle, and put an end to their ambitious undertakings? Thefe five 

members, at leaft Pym, Hambden and Hollis, are the very heads of the popular 
party ; and if thefe be taken off, what fate muft be expected by their followers, 
vho are all· accomplices in the fame treafon? The punifhment of leaders is ever 

the laft triumph over a broken and routed party ; but furely was never before at

tempted, in oppofition to a faCtion, during the full tide of its power and fuc

ccfs. 

BuT men had not leifure to wonder at the extreme indilcretion of this mea

{ure: Their afronifhment was excited by new attempts, flill more precipitant 

and imprudent. A ferjeant at arms, in the king's name, demanded of the houfe 
the five members; and was fent back without any pofitive anfwer. Meffengers 

were employed to fearch for them, and arreft them. Their trunks, chambers, 

and .f1udies were fealed and locked. The houfe voted all thefe violences to be a 

breach of privilege, and commanded every one to defend the liberty of the mem

bers. The King, irritated by all this oppofition, refolved next day to come in 
perfon to the houfe, with an intention to demand, perhaps feize in their prefence, 

the perfons, whom he had accufed. 

1"'Hrs ftrange refolution was difcovered to the Countefs of Carlifle, fifl:er 

to Northumberland, a Jady of great fpirit, wit, and intrigue. She 1Jrivately 
ftnt inteJligence to the five members, and they had time to withdra\v, a 
moment before the King entered. I-Ie was accompanied with his ordinary 
retinue to tLe number of above two hundred, armed as ufual, fome with 

halberts, fome with walking fwords. The King left them at the door, and 

he himfclf advanced alone thro' the hall ; while all the members ftood up to re

ceive him. The fpei:lker withdrew from his chair, and the King took poifeffion 

of it. The fpeech, which he made was as follows; " Gentlemen, I am ferry 

" for this occaflon of coming to you. Yefterday, I fent a ie1jeant at arms to de

,, mand fome, who, by my order, were accufed of high trealon. Inftead of 

1 r 2 " obedience~ 

Chap. 'T. 
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Chrp. VI. " obedience, I received a meffage. I mufl: here declare to you, that, tho' no 
164 2 • " king, that ever was in England, could be more careful of your privileg(s 

" than I fhall be, yet in cafes of treafon, no perfon has privilege. Therefore, 
H a m I come to tell you, that I muft have thefe n1en wherefoever I can find 
" them. \\'ell , fince I fee all the birds are flown, I do expeCt, that you will 
" fend them to me as foon as they return. But I aifure you, on the word of a 
" king, I never did intend any force, but fhall proceed againft them in a fair 
'' and legal way : For I never meant any other. And now fince I fee I cannot 
'' do what I came for, I think this no tmfit occafion to repeat what I have faid 
" formerly, that whatever I have done in favour and to the good of my fubjects, 
.'' I do intend to maintain it.,, 

WHEN the King was looking about for the accufed members, he aiked the 
fpeaker, who fl:ood below, whether any of thefe perfons were in the houfe? The 
fpeaker, falling on his knee, very prudently replied : " I have, Sir, neither 
'' eyes to fee, nor tongue to fpeak in this place, but as the houfe is pleafed to di
" rect me, whofe fervant I am. And I humbly afk pardon, that I cannot give 
" any other anfwer to what your Majefty is plelfed to demand of me." 

THE comtnons were in the utmoft diforder, and when the King was departing 
fome members cried aloud, fo as he might hear them, Privilege! privilrge! And 
the houfe immediately adjourned till next day. 

THAT evening, the accufed members, in order to fhow the greater apprehen.: 
fion, removed into the city, which was their fortrefs. The citizens were, the 
whole night, in arms. Some people, who were appointed for that purpofe, or 
perhaps aCtuated by their own terrors, ran from gate to gate, crying out, that 
the cavaliers were con1ing to fire the city, and that the King himfelf was.at their 
head. 

NEXT n1orning, Charles fent to the mayor, and ordered him to C·lll a corn.: 
m on council imtnediately. About ten o'clock, he himfelf, attended only by 
three or four lords, went to Guild-hall. He told the council, That he was forry 
to hear of the apprehenfions entertained of him ; that he was come to thern with
out any guard, in order to fhew how much he reliecl on their affections; that 
he had accufed certain men of high treafon, againft whom he would proceed in a 
legal way, and therefore prefumed, that they would meet with protetlion in the 
city. After many other gracious expreffions, he told one of the fheriffs, who of 
the two was efteemed the leaft inclined to his fervice, that he would dine with him. 
He departed the hall without receiving the applaufe which he expected. In paffing 
thro' the ftreets, he heard the cry, Prirvilege of parliament ! privilege of parliament! 
J"efounding from all quarters . One of the populace, more infolent than the reft, 

- drew 
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drew nigh to his coach, and called out with a loud voice, 'l'o your tents, 0 lfrael.t Chap. VI. 
r 1642 the wo ds employed by the mutinous lHaelites, when they abandoned {eho oam, 

tLeir rarl and ill-counfelled fovereign. 

\VH:tN the houfe of commons met, they affeCted the grcateft difmay and ter
ror; and adjourning themfelves for fome days, ordered a committee to fit in 
mercha:1t- taylor's hall in the city. The committee made an exaCt inquiry into 
each circumftance attending the King's entry into the houfe: Eve1 y pafiionate 
fpeech, every menacing gefture of any, even the meanefl, of his attendants, was 
recorded and aggravated. An intention of offering violence to the parliament, 
of feizing the accufed members in the very houfe, and of murdering all who !hould 
n1ake rd1ftance, was inferred. .And that unparalleled breach of privilege, for fo 
it was called, was ftill afcribed to the councils of papifts and their adherents. 
This expreffion, which recurs e\·ery moment in fpeeches and memorials, and 
which, at prefent, is fo apt to excite laughter in the reader, begot, at that time, 
the deepeft confternat10n throughout the kingdom. 

A letter was pretended to be intercepted, and was commtmicated to the com-· 
mittee, who pretended to lay great weight upon it. One catholic there con
gratulates another on the accufation of the members ; and .reprefents that event 
as a branch of the fame pious contrivance, which had excited the Irifh infur
recrion, and by which the profane heretics would foon be extirpatea in 
England *. 

THE houfe met; and after confirming the votes of their committee, infbntly 
adjourned, as if expofed to the moft imminent perils from the violence of their 
enemies. This practice they continued for fome time. When the people, by 
thefe affected panics, were wrought up to a fufficient degree of rage and terror, 
it was thought proper, that the accufeci members fhould, with a triumphant and 
military proceffion, take their feats in the houfe. The Thames was covered \Vith 
boats and other veffels, laden with fmall pieces of ordnance, and prepared for 
fight. Skippon, whom the parliament had appointed, by their own authority, 
major-general of the city-militia, condutled the members, at the head of this tu
multuary arn1y, to VVeftminfter-hall. And when the populace, by land and byTumuits: 
water, paired Whitehall, they fiill a:lked, with infulting !houts; ff/hat has INcome · 
of the King and his cavaliers .2 And whither are they fled? 

THE King, apprehenfive of danger from the enraged multitude, had retired to ,... 
1 H d r. d b 11 ' Id d h 1 . . 1\.mg .eaves ampton court, e1erte y a tne wor , an overw e med With gnef, fhame,London. 

and rernorfe, for the fatal meafures, into which he had be.,n hurried. I-Iis de~ 

~ Nalfon, Vol. II. p. 856, 
plorabl~ 
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.Chn . \ • p1orable fitt1ation he could no longer afcribe to the rigors of deftiny, ot· the 1:na.: 
1642

• 4ignity of enemies: His own precipitancy and indifcretion muft bear the blame 
of whatever difafters fhould henceforth befal him. The moft faithful of his ad:.. 
herents, between forrow and indignation, were confounded with refleB:ions on 
what had happened, and what was likely to follow. Seeing every profpeet 
blafted, faCtion triumphant, the difcontented populace enflamed to a degree of 
fury, they utt rly defpaired of fuccefs, in a caufe, to whofe ruin~ friends and 

enemies feemed equally to confpire. 

THE prudence of the King's conduct, in fuch a junClure, no body pretended to 
juftify. The legality of it met with many and juft apologies; tho' generally offer
ed to unwilling ears. .:. ro maxim of law, it was faid, is more eftabliihed, or more 
tmiverfall y allowed, tban that privileges of parliament extend not to treafon, felo
ny, or breac.1 of peace; nor has either houfe., during former ages, ever pretended, 
.in any of thofe cafes, tE> interpofe in beha f of its members. Tho' fame incon
veniences i11ould refult from the obfervance of this maxim ; that would not be 
fufficient, without other authority, to abolifh a principle, eftablifhed by uninter
rupted precedent, and founded on the tacit confent of the whole legi£1ature. 
But what are the inconveniences fo much dreaded ? 1'he King, under pretence of 
treafon, may feize any members of the oppofite faCtion, and, for a time, gain to 
l1is partizans the majority of voi ·es. But if he feize only a few ; will he not lofe 
tnore frien L, by fuch a grofs artifice, tiun he confines enemies ? If he feize a 
gr at 1 umber; js not this expedient force, open and bare-faced ? And what re
nle 1., in a l tim :, ag .in fuch fore , bt t to oppofe to it a force, which is fu-

ri r? E' n alh. ing, that the l ing intended to employ violence; not autho
r f izin. · th r m ers; tho', at th~t time, and ever afterwards, he pofi

ti ly ·' b t 1 th • c nt1. rr · yet '\! 1 his conduCt admit of excufe. That the 
111l , ·h r th rli 1m nt 1 · mb,e,, is an inviolable fanB:uary, was never yet 
1 t 1 1 l. 1 · tl c mpl. i o- the affront offered them, by an 

r enc ; they ought only to com
i·mce ' ith the King's meifage, 

f vereign is the great execu
n pioy d, both in order to pre

th fc infults which their difobe-

CHARLES 

the ~een fent 
.r. 11orrice, and corn-

in •• e :e. Thereuron 
~'Mr. 
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CHARLEs knew to how little purpofe he fhould urge thefe rea foBs againft the 
prefent fury of the commons. He proP.ofed, therefore, by a meffilge, that they 
would agree upon a legal method, by which he might carry on his profccution 
againft the memb~rs, ldl: farther mifunderftandings happen with regard to privi
leges. They defired him to lay the grounds of accufation before the houfe; and 
pretended, that they muft firft judge, whether it were proper to abandon their 
n1embers to a legal trial. The King then informed them, that he would wave, 
for the prefent, all profecuri0n : By fucceffive meffages, he afterwards offered a 
pardon to the members; offered ro concur in any law, that would acquit or 
fecure them ; offered any reparation to the houfe for the breach of privilege, 
of which, he acknowledged, they had reafon to complain. They were refolved 
to accept of no fatisfadion, unlefs he would di!Cover his advifers in that illegal 
meafure: A condition, to which, that they knew, without rendering himfelf fer 
ever vile and contemptible, he could not poffibly fubmit. l\1ean while, they 
continued to thunder againft the violation of parliamentary privileges, and, by 
their violent outcries, to inflame the whole nation. The fecret reafon of their dif!.. 
pleafure, however obvious, they carefully concealed. In the King's accufation 
of the members, they plainly faw his judgment of late parliamentary pro
ceedings; and every member of the ruling faction dreaded the fame fate, fhould 
royal authority be re-eftabliilied in its antient luftre. By the moft unhappy con
duct, Charles, while he extremely augmented, in his opponents, the will, had. 
alfo encreafed the ability, of hurting him. 

IN order farther to excite the people, whofe difpofitions were already very fedi'
tious, the expedient of petitioning was renewed. A petition from the county of 
Buckingham was prefented by fix thoufand men ; who promifed to Jive and die 
in defence of the privileges of parliament. The city of London, the county of 
Effex, that of Hertford, Surrey, Bcrl'·s, imitated this example. A petition fr01n 
the apprentices was graciouil"y received. Nay one was encouraged from the 
porters; whofe numbers amounted, as they faid, to fifteen thoufand. The 
addrefs of that great body contained the fame articles with all the others ; the 
privileges of parliament, the danger of religion, the rebellion of Ireland, the de
cay of trade. The porters further defired, that juftice might be done upun 

offenders, 
'' Mr, vVroth moycd the houfc, that they would be humble fuitors to lier Majefty, that !lie would be 
" pleafed to enlarge thofe members of the houfe that were refirained~ which was done accordingly. 
" And anfwer was fent by her privy council, That her Majefty had committed them for caufes beft 
'' known to herfelf; and to prefs her Highnefs with this fuit, would but hinder the whole good they 
" fought: That the houfe mufr not call the ~een to an account for what fhe doth of her royal autho
" rity: That the caufes tor which they are reftrained, may be high and dangerous: That her Majefiy 
'~ ti.keth no fuch q ueftions, neither cloth it become the houfe to fearch into matters of that nature.'' Sec 
HowE L L's lnjpeaio11 into the carriage of the late lollg parliammt, p. 61. 

Chap. VL 
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offen ers, as the atrocioufnefs oft 1eir crimes had defervec. And they added, '!'bet 
if fi4ch ·remediej czvere a~' louger fufpended, t!Jey would be forced to extremities 110t 

fit to be uawed, and make good the faJing, '' That neceffity has no law." 

A ·oTHER petition was prcfented by feveral poor people, in the name of many 
thoufands more; in vv hich the petitioners propofed as a remedy for the public m i
f( ries, '!'bat tbofe 11oble u·orthies of the houfo of peers, who concur -w·ith the happy votes 
of tbe commons, may fepm·ate themft ves from the refl, and fit and Voje, as Gne intire 
bodJ'. 1'he commons gave thanks for t.1is petition. 

THE very women were feized with the fame rage. A brewer's wife, fol
lowed by many t.1oufands of her fex, brought a petition to the houfe; in which 
the petitioners exprdfed their terror of the papifts and prelates, and their dread 

f like maffacres, rapes, and ou .. rages, with thofe ~hich had been exercifed upon 
their fex in Ireland. They had been neceffitated, they faid, to imitate the exam
ple of the women of Tekoah : nd they claimed equal right with the men, of 
declaring, by petition, the·r fen e of the public caufe; becaufe Chrift had pur
e 1afi d then1 at as dear a rate, and in the free enjoyment of Chrifi: confift equally 
t e happinefs of bot 1 fexes. I ym came to the door of the houfe; and having 
toll the f male z alots, that their petition was thankfully accepted, and was pre
f nted in a feaf nable time, he begged, that their prayers for the fuccefs of the 
· u~m ns might fo lo\' their etiticn. Su h low arts of popularity were affected! 

n :l by ft eh iLi' ral cat t \ ere t e un.1appy peop e incited to civil difcord and 
n\ ul11 n~ . 

LL tttl ns, in the tne n t" me, vhich fa ot re • the church or monarchy; 
r m "l t · r h n they c me, w r not only difcouraged ; but the petitioners 

r f nt f; r, im rift n , and prof cuted as delinquents : And this unequal 
u jufii ~ d. \Yhoever defire a change, it was 

n ; for ho\ ·, otherwife, fhall it be known ? 
g 'ernment in church or ftate, fhould not 

t t "'} · 1 for . 

r · in t ~e lo' er houfe, as appeared in 
d every new caufe of difguft 

t 1e n1ajority ; from the odium 
J r leaders. A great nujo

tPr the bifhops were con-
' e been overcome, but by 

e nd ruin on thofe who 
··~·"uc:u.ion, were all 

thefe 
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thefe obftacles fvept "''Ray, and every rampart of royal authority laid level with Cl ,ap. 

the g ·ound. The victory was purfued with im petuofity by the fagacious corn- 10 
• z. 

mons) who knew the importance of a favourJble moment in all popu ar commo. 
tions. The terror of t 1eir authority they extended over the whole nation ; and 
all oppofition, and even all blame vented in familiar difcourfc, were treated as 

the mo£1: atrocious c i;.1~s, by thefe fever=- inquifitors. Scarcely was it permitte 
to find fault with the conducr of any particular member, if he made a figure in 
the houfe; and reflections, thrown out on Pym, were, at this time, treated as 
breaches of privi lege. The popu!Jce without doors were ready to execute, fron1 
the leafl: hin .. , the will of their leaders; nor was it fdfe for any member to ap-
proach either houfe, who pretended to contro~ll or oppofe the general torrent· 
After fo undifguifed a manner was this violence conducted, tha~ HoJii·, in a 
fpeech to the peers, defired to know the r.ames of fuch members as fhould vote 
contrary to the fentin1ents of the commons .:· : And Pym faid in the lower 
houfe, that the people muft not be reflrained in the ex ;reffions of their juft de-

fires t. 
Bv the flight, or terror, or defpondency of the King's party, an undifjmted 

n1ajority remained every where to their opponents; and the bills fent up by th 
commons, which had hitherto flopped with the peers, and would ce ·tainly h:1ve 
been rejected, now paff'ed, and were prefented for the royal affent. Thefe were, 
The preffing bill with its pream le, and the bill againil: the bifhops' votes. The 
King's authority was at that time r~duced to the lowcft ebb. The ~een too, 
being fecretly t1ueatned with an impeachment, and finding no refcurce in her 
hulband's pro~ection, was preparing to retire into Holland. The rage of the 
people, on account of her religion, as well as her fpirit and activity, was uni
verfally levelled againft her. UfagP., the moll: ignominious, fhe h:td hitherto 
borne with a filent indignation. The commons, in their fury againfl priefts, had 
1eized her very confeifor ; nor would th~y releafe him u on her repea'"ed applica
tions. Even a vifit of the Prince to his mother had been openly compbi: ed of, · 
and remonftrances againft it had been prefented to her. A pprehenfive of attacks 
fiill more violent, !he was defirous of facilitating her efcape ; and fhe prev ~iled 
with the King to pafs thefe bills, in hopes of appearing, for a time, the rage of February 12. 

the multitude. 
THESE new conceffions, ho\vever importJnt, the King immediately found to 

have no other effect, than had all the preceding ones : They w·ere made the foun
d,uion of demands ~ill more exorbitant. From the facility of his difpofition, fro111 

* Kin6's Dcc!ar. of Jzth of Augufr, 1 G.p. t Ibid. 

VoL. I. S f the 
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Ch::p. VI. the impotence of his fituation, the commons believed, that he cou1d now refufe 
'() P· them nothing. A nd they regarded the leaft moment of relaxation, in their in. 

vafio 11 of roya~ authority, as highly impolitic, d uring the uninterrupted torrent 
of their fuccefres. The very moment they \Vere informed of thefe laft acquifi
tions, they affronted the ~1een, by opening fome intercepted letters wrote to her 
by L ord Digby : They carried up an impeachment agl1inft I--Ierbert, attorney
general , for obeying his matter's com mands in accuflng their members: And 
they profecu ted with frefh vigour their plan of the militia, on which they refted 

all future hopes of an uncontroul ed authority. 

THE commons were fenfible, that monarchical government, which, during fo 
111any ages, had been dlablifhed in E ngland, would foon regain fome degree of 
its former dignity, a her the prefent tempeft was overblown ; nor would all their 
new invented limitations be able totalJ y to fupprefs an authority, to which the 
nation had eve· been a:::cufl:omed. The fword alone, to which all human ordi
nances muft fubmit, could gua1d their acquired power, and fully enfure to them 
perfonal fafety againft the riGng i11dignation of their fovereign. This point, 
therefore, became the chief object of their aims. A large magazine of arms 
was placed in the town of I-Iull, and they difpatched thither Sir John Hotham, 
a gentleman of confiderable fortune in the neighbourhood, and of a very ancient 
family ; and gave him the authority of governor. They fent orders to Goring, 
governor of Portfntouth, to obey no commands but fuch as he ihould receive 
fron1 the parliament. Not contented with having obliged the King to difplace 
Lunsford, w horn he had made governor of the tower ; they never ceafed folli
citing him till he had alfo difplaced Sir John Biron, a man of unexceptionable 
character; and had befi:owed that command on Sir John Conyers, in whom alone, 
they faid, they could repofe confidence. By a bold and deci!ive ftroke, they 
now refolved at once to feize the whole power of the fword, and to confer it in

ttrely on their own creatures and adherents. 

THE fevere votes, paired in the beginning of this parliament, againft lieute
nants and their deputies, for exercifing powers affumed by all their predeceffors, 
had totally difarmed the crown, and had not left in any magiftrate military au
thority fufficient for the defence and fecurity of the nation. To remedy this in. 
convenience now appeared neceffary. An ordinance was introduced and pa~ed 
the nvo houfes, which reftored to lieutenants and deputies the fame powers, of 
which the votes of the commons had bereaved them; but at the fame time, the 
names of all the lieutenants were inferted in the ordinance; and thefe confifted 
intirely of men, in whcm the parliament co1.1ld confide. And for their conducr, 

they 



CHARLES I. 

they wet·c accountable, by the exprefs terms of the ordinance, not to the King, Chap. VI. 

but to the parliament. 1
64z. 

THE policy, purfued by the c mmons, and which had hitherto fucceeded to 
admiration, was to aftonii11 the King by the boldnefs of their enterp1:izes, to in
termingle no fweetnefs with their feverity, to employ expreffions no lefs violent 
than their pretenfions, and to make the King f~nfible what little efl:imation they 
made either of his perfon or his dignity. To a bill, fo defiructive of royal au
thority, they prefixed with an infolence feemingly wanton, a preamb!e, equally 
dilhonourable to the perfonal charaCter of the King. Thefe are the words : 
'' \Vhereas there has been of late a moft dangerous and defperate defign upon the 
" houfe of commons, which we have jl1l1: caufe to believe an effc:Cl: of the bloody 
" councils of papilts and other ill-affeB:ed perfons, who have already raifed a re
" bellion in the kingdom of Ireland. And whereas, by reafon of many difco
" vet ies, we cann' t but fear they will proceed, not only to ftir up the lil.-e re~ 
" bell ions and in fun eEtions in this kingdom of England ; but alCo to back them 
H with forces from abroad, &c.*" 

11 ERE Cltarles firfr ventured to put a flop to his conceffions ; and that not 
by a refufal, but a delay. 1 7hen this demand was made; a demand, which, if 
granted, the commons juftly regarded as the laft they fhould ever have occ~fion 

to nuke; he was at Dover, attending the ~een and the Princefs of Orange in 
their embar1 ation. I-le replied, that he had not now leifure to confider a nlat
ter of fo great importance, and n1uft therefore refpite his anfwer, till his return. 
1'he parl:ament initantly difpatched anot.her meiTJge to him, with follicit tions zzd of Feb. 

fl:ill more importunate. They expreffed their great grief on account of his ma 4 

jefty' s anfwer to their juft and neceffary petition. They reprefented, that a~q ·de. 
lay, during dangers and diftractions fo great and prciiing, was not teis unfatif-
factory and deftructive than an abfolute denial. They infified, that it was their duty 
to it:e put in execution, a meafure fo neceifary foi pub~ic f..1fe y. And they at-
firmed, that the people, in many counties, had applied to them for that purpofe, 
and, in fon1e places, were, of themfcl ves and by their own authority, pro vie ing 
againfi thofe urgent dangers, with which they were threatened t. 

EvEN after this infolence, the King durft not venture upon a flat denial. Be
fides excepting to the preamble, which threw fuch difhonour upon him, and pro-
tefiing the innocence of his intentions, when he entered the houfe of commons ; z8th ofF b. 

he only defired, that the military authority, if it was defective, ihouJd firH: b.:! 
conferred upon the crown ; and he promi ed to befi:ow commiffions, but fuch as 
ihould be revokeable at pleafure, on the very fame perCons, whom the parliament 

;jf. Ruihworth, part 3• vol. i. chap. 4· t Id. ibid. 
,.., f 2 had 
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Ch:- . VI. hl'l named in the ordinance. By a forme'r meiTage, he had expreffed his \Vitbes 1 
1f54z. that they would lay before him, in one view, all the demands, which they deem

eJ reguiute for the fettlement of the nation. They pretended, that they were 
expofed to perils, fo dreadful and imminent, that they had not leifure for fuch 
a worl·. 1'hc expedient, propofed by the King, feemed a fufficient remedy dur
ing this emergence ; and yet preferved the prerogative of the crown, intire and 
unbroken. 

dl of Marc 1. BuT the intent:ons of the commons were very wide of this purpofe, and thei~ 
panics could be cured by one remedy alone. They inftantly replied, that the 
dangers and diftempers of the nation were fuch as could endure no longer de
lay ; and unlefs the King fpeedi ly complied with their demands, they fhould be 
inforced, for the fafety of the King and kingdom, to difpofe of the mi1itia by 
the authority of both houfes, and were refolved to do it accorJingly. They af
ferted, that thole parts of the kingdom, which have, fr01n their own authority, 
put then1felves in a pofture of defence during thefe prevailing jealoufies and fears, 
have aBed fuitable to the declarations and direCtions of both houfes, and con
formable to the laws of the kingdom. And while they thus menaced the King 
with their power, they invited him to fix his refidence at London, where, they 
knew, he would be intirely at mercy*. 

" I am fo much amazed at this mefr1ge," faid the King in his prompt reply, 
" that I 1 now not what to anfwer. You fpeak of jealoufies and fears ! Lay 
' your hands on your hearts and afk yourfelves, whether I may not likeways be 
,, difl:urbed with fears and jealoufies: And if fo, I affure you, that this meifage 

' b s nothing le1fened them. 

" 1 s to he n1ilicia, I thou~ht fo n1uch of it before I gave that anfwer, and 
" ·.tn fo much alti.1red, that th anfwer is agreeable to what in juftice or reafon 
" yo 1 an • !k, or I in honour gr. nt, that I !ball not alter it in any point. 

n1y 1 fi '1Ce near } ou, I wii11 it mi0 ht be fafe and honourable, and 
tl 1t I 1 no - u e o • .e t my~ lf fron1 \ 'hitehall: A1k yourfelves whether 

Ye I vio]· ted your laws ? Have I denied to pafs 
l rit} of my fubjeB:s ? I do not afk, what you 

ith £ "rs and apprehenfions ? I 
devi e. All this confider~ 

" ed ~- ) 
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" ed, there is a judgment of heaven upon this nation, if thefe cl.firaCl:ions con- Chap. \ ' r. 
16-jZ. 

'' tinue. 
" Goo fo deal with me and mine as all my thoughts and intentions arc up

" right for the maintenance of the true protdrant p ofeffion, and for the obf~r· 
'' vance and prefervation of the laws ; and I hope God \Vill blefs and affift thofe 
" laws for my prefervation," 

No fooner did the commons defpair of o Jtaining the King's conf~nt to their 
ordinance, than they infl:antly voted ; that thofe who advifcd his majefiy's an
fwer were enemies to the fl:ate, and mifchievous projectors againfl: the defence of 
the nation ; that t11is denial is of fuch dangerous conftquence, that, if Lis ma
jefl:y perfifl: in it, it will hazard the· peace and fafety of all his kingdom~, m.
lefs fome fpeedy remedy be applied by the wifdom and authority of both h ufes ; 
and that fuch of the fubjects as have put themfe-lves in a pofiure of defence 
againfi th(! common danger, have done nothing but what is juftifiable, and ap
proved by the houfe *. 

L.EsT the people, who, in no infl:ance, had ever feen any authority of par
liament exerted without the concurrence of the king, might be averfe to the fe
conding all thefe ufurpati'ons, they were plied with rumours of danger, with the 
terrors of invafion, with the dread of the Englifh and Irifh papifts ; and the mofl: 
unaccountable panics were fpread throughout the nation. Lord Dig by, having 
entered Kingfton in a coach and fix, attended with a few livcry.fervants, the 
intelligence was conveyed to London ; and it was immediately voted, that he 
had appeared in a hoftile manner to the terror and affright of his maje£1:y's fub
jects, and had levied war againft the King and kingdom t. Petitions from all 
quarters loudly demanded of the parliament to put the nation in a pofture of de 
fence; and the county of Stafford in particular expreffed f1..1ch dread of an infur
ret1ion among the papiH:s, th:H every man, they faid, was conftrained to ftand 
upon his guard, not even daring to go to church unarmed t· 

THAT the fame violence, by which he had fo long been oppreffed, might not 
ftill reach him, and extort his confent to the difhonourable and pernicious ordi· 
nance of the militia, Charles had refol ved to remove farther from London : 
And accordingly, taking the Prince of Wales and the Duke of York along with 
him, he arrived, by flow journeys, at York, which he was determined, for fome King mrives 

time, to make the place of his refidence. The difl:ant parts of the kingdom, at York. 

being removed fron1 that furious vortex of new principles and opinions, which 

Rufh .vorth, part 3· vol. i. chap. 4· 
t Clarendon, Rufhworth, part 3· vol. i. chap. z. p. 495'• 
l Dugdale, p. Sg. 

had 
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had tranfported the capital, ftill retained a Gnc·ere reg;1rd for tLe church and mo
narchy ; and the king he1 e found m:uks of att1chment beyond what he had be
fore expeCted: From all quarters of England, the prime nobility and gentry, 
either perfonally or by mefiuges and Jette:·s, expreffed their duty towards him ; 
and exhorted him to fave himfelf and them frorn that :gnominious £1avery, with 
which they were threatened. The fmall interval of time, which had p1ffed 
fince the fat~d accufation of the members, had been fufficier.t to open de eyes of 
n1any, and to recover them from the afl:onifhment, with which, at firfl:, they had 
been feized. One raih and paflionate attempt of the King feemed bLt a fmaJl 
countcr-ballance to fo many acts of deltberate violence, which had been offered 
to him and every other bn.nch of the Iegiflatu::e. And however fweet the found 
of liberty, many rcfolved to adhere to that moderate freedom, tranfmi•:ed them 
from their ancefiors, and now better fecured by fuch important conceffons; ra
ther than, by engaging in a giddy fearch after greater independence, nn a mani
fe:ft rifquc>, either of incurring a cruel fubjection, or abandoning .11l law and 
-order. 

CHARLES, finding himfelf fupported by a confidcrable party in the l{ingdom, 
began to fpcak in a firmer tone, and to retort the accufations of the commons 
with a vigour, which he had never bef~re exerted. Notwithftanding all their 
remonihances, and menaces, and infults, he fiill perfifted in refufing the militia
or finance; and they proceeded to frame a new ordin~nce, in which, by the au
thority of the two houfes, wichout the King's confent, they named lieutenants for 
all the counties, and conferred on them the command of the \vhole milit;;ry force, 
the \V hoie guard , garrifons, and forts of the kingdom. I Ie ifrued proclunations 
againft this manifeit ufurpation; the moft precipitant and moft enormous, of 
which there is any inftance in the Englifh hifiory : And, as he profeffec1 a refolu
tion ftriB:ly to oblcrve th~ law himfelf, fo was he detern1ined, he faid, to oblige 
every other perfon to pay it a like obedience. The name of the king was fo ef
Jential to a.l laws, and fo f:1miiiar in all afts of executive authority, that the 
parliament were afraid, had they tGtall¥ omitted it, that the innovation would 
be too fenfible to the people. In all commands, therefore~ which they conferred, 
they bound the perfons to ob y the orders of his Majefty, fignified by both houfr:s 
of parliament. And, inventing a diftinB:ion, hitherto unheard of, bet'tVeen the 
·office and the perfon of the king; thofe very forces, which they employed 
againft hi m, they levied in his name and by his authority. 

'T1s remarkable how much the topics of argument were now reverfcdbetween 
the parties. The King~ while he acknowledged his former error, of employing 
a plea of neceffity, in order to infringe the laws and confritution, wa·ned the 

8 parlia-
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parliarnent not to imitate an example, on which they threw fuch vio!ent blame ; 
and ti-e parliat ent, while they cloathed their perfonal fears or ambition under 
the afpearance of J)ational and imminent danger, made unknowing,y an apology 
for de mofl: exceptionable part of the King's condutl:. That the liberties of 
the people were no longer expofed to any peril from royal authority, fo narrowly 
circunfcribed, fo exaCtly defined, fo unfupported by revenue and by military 
pO\Vei, might be maintained upon very plauflble topics : But that the danger, al
lowing it to have any exillence, was not of that kind ; great, urgent, inevitable ; 
which diffolves all law and levels all limitations, feems apparent from the fim
pleft 'iew of thefe tranfactions. So obvious indeed was the King's prefent ina
bility to invade the confi:itution, that the fears and jealoufies, which operatcc.~ on 
the people, and pu01ed them fo furiouf1y to arms, were undoubtedly, not of a 
civil, but of a religious nature. The diftfmpered imaginations of men were agi
tated Nith a continual dread of popery, with a horror for prelacy, with an an
tipathr to ceremonies and the liturgy, and with a violent affeCt: ion for wh Itever 
was ruotl oppofite to thefe objects of averfion. The fanatical fpirit, Jet loofe, 
confounded all regards to eafe, fafety, intereft; and diifolved every moral and 
civil oUigation ·::<. 

EACH party was now willing to throw on its antagonift the odium of com
mencing a civil war; but both of them prepared for an event, which they deem
ed inevitable. To gain the people s favour and good opinion was the chief point 
on bo:h fides. Never was there a people lefs corrupted by vice, and more actuated 
by principle, than the Englifh during that period : Ne\·er were they individual who 
poffefed more capacity, more courage,. more pub 1c fpirit, more difinterefred zeal. 
1'he infufion of one ingr~.dient in too large a proportion had corrupted all thefl! 

oble principles, and converted them into the moft virulent poifon. To det r
mme 

· Tn E great courage and condua, difplayed by many of the popular leaders, have commonly in
l" ned 11en to do them, in one refpetl:, more honour than they delcrve, and to fuppofe, that, like 
ble pditicians, they employed pretences which they fecretly defpifed, in order to ferve their fel itb 

purpofis. 'ris however prob~ble, if not certain, that they were, generally fpeaking, the dupes of 
their O\'n zeal. Hypocrify, quite pure and free from fanaticifm, is- perhaps as rare, as fanaticifm in~ 
tirc1y p1rged from all mixture of hypocrify. So congenial to the human mind are religious fent:
rnents, that it is impoffible to counterfeit long thefe holy fervors, without feeling fame fhare of the 
affumel w<~rmth : And on the other hand, fo precarious :md temporary, from the frailty of human na
ture, i the operation of thefc fpiritual views, that the religious extafics, if confl:antly employed, muft 

0 ten re counterfeit, and mufr be warped by thofe more [uniliar motives of intereft and ambition, 
which nfenfibly gain upon the mind. This indeed feems the key to moft of the celebrated charaetets 
of tha1 age. Equally full of fraud and of ardour, thefe pious patriots talked perpetually of fteking 
the Lo·d, yet fl:ill purfued their own purpofes; and have left a memorable lc1fon to poiletity, how. 
delufi\e, how dcftructire that principle is, by which they were animated. ' 

Chap. VI. 
1 042· 
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mine his chr)ice in the appro. chi·'g conteih, every man hearkened with aviditv 
to the reafons, propofed 0.1 both fldts. The war of the pea preceded that of 
the fword, and daily !harpen d the humours of th~ oppof1:e parties. Befides 
private adventurers without number, the King and parliar:1ent themfelves carried 
on the controver(y, by mefTages, r ~ monfhances, and declarations, where the 
nation was really the party, to v.hom ail arguments w re addreffed. Charles 
had here a double advantage. .Not only his caufe was more favourable, as fup
porting the antient government of church and ftate, againft the moft illegal pre- . 
tenfions : It was alfo defended with more art and eloquence. Lord Falkland had 
accepted the oS1ce of fecretary ; a man who adorned the pureft virtue, with 
the richefl gifts of nature, with the moft vaiuable acquifirions of learning. By 
him, affifted by the ICing him{elf, VI/ere the memorials of the royal party chiefly 
ccmpofcd. So fenfiblc wa.") Charles of his fup:;riority in this particular, that he 
took care to difperfe every where the papers of the parliament together with his 
own, that the people n1ight be the more enabled, by comparifon, to form a 
judgment between them: The parliament, while they diftributed copies of their 
own, were anxious to fupprefs all the King's compofitions. 

T o clfar up the principles of the conftitution, to nurk the boundaries of the 
powers entruftcd by law to the feveral members, to fhow what great improvements 
the whole political fyfi:em had received from the King's late conceffions, to clemon
fl:rate his intire confidence in his people and his reliance on their affeCtions, to 
point out the ungrateful relurns which had been m. de him, and the enormous 
encroachments, infults, and indignities, to which he had been expofed ; thefe 
were the topics, which, with fo much jufrnefs of reafoning and propriety of ex-
prdllon, were infifi:ed on in the King's declarations. and remonftrances *. 

* In fame of thefe dedarations, fuppofcd to be penned by LorJ Falkland, is found the firfl: regu
lar definition of the conititution, according to our prefent ideas of it, that occurs in any Englifh 
compofition; at leafl: any, publifhed by authority. The three 1pccies of government, monarch:cal, 
~rifiocratical, and democrat!cal, are there plainly difringuifhed, and the Englifh gon:rnment is ex
pre1sly faid to be none of them pure, but all of them mi'{ed and tempered together. This fiile, 
tho' the fenre of it was implied in many infiitutions, no former king of England would have uf~d, 
and no fubject wollld have been permitted to u1e. Banks and the crown-lawyers againfr Hambden, 
in the c~fe of fl1ip-moncy, infift plainly and openly on the king's abfolute and fovereign power; And 
t:1e oppofitc lawyers do not deny it : They only aftert, that the fuhjcB:s have alfo a fundamental 
property in their goo s, and that no part of them can b~ taken but by their own confen t in parlia
mcn~. But that the parli.~ment was inftituted to check and controul the l~ing, and !hare the fuprcme 
power, would, in all former times, have been efl:ecmed very blunt and indifcreet, if not illegal, 
1 nguage. \Ve need not be fu•prized, that government fhoulJ long continue, tho' the bounduies 

or 
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T 1 o' th ~ fe writings were of confr~quence, and tended much to reconcile the Chap. VI. 

nation to Charles, it was evident, that they would not be decifive, and that 
16

'P· 

keener weapons muft determine the controverfy. To the ordinance of the par
liament concerning the militia, the King oppofed his commiffions of array. The 
counties obeyed the one or the other, according as they ftood affected. And 
in many counties, where the people were divided, mobbi!h combats and fkir-
mifhes enfued. The parliament on this occafion, went fo far as to vote, "That, 
" when the lords and commons in parliament, which is the fupreme court of ju-
,, dicature, iliall declare what the law of the land is, to have this not only quefti. 

" oned, but contradiCted, is a high breach of their privileges.'s This was a plain 
affuming the whole legiOative authority, and exerting it in the n1oft material at-
tide, the government of the militia. Upon the fame principles they pretended, 

by a verbal criticifm on the tenfe of a Latin verb, to ravifh from the King his 

negative voice in the legiOature *. 
The magazine of Hull contained the arms of all the forces levied againft the 

Scotch ; and Sir John Hotham, the governor, tho' he had accepted of a commif
fion from the parliament, was not thought to be much difaffetl:ed to the church 

and monarchy. Charle~, therefore, entertained hopes, that, if he prefented himfelf at 
Hull before the commencement of hoftilities, Hotham, overawed by his preience, 
would admit him with his retinue; after which he might eafily render himfelf 
mafrer of the place. But the governor was on his guard. He fhut the gates, and 
refufed to receive the King, who defired leave to enter with twenty perfons only. 
Charles immediately proclaimed him traitor, and complained to the parliament 

of his difobedience. The parliament avowed, andjuftified the action. 

of authority, in their feveral branches, be implicite, confufed, and undetermined. This is the cafe 
all over the world . Who can draw an exaa line, between the fpiritual and temporal powers in catho
lic fiates? What code afcertained the precife authority of the Roman fenate, in every o:currence r 
Perhaps, the Engli!h is the firft mixt government, where the authority of every part has been very 
accurately defined: And yet there frill remain many very important queftions, between the two houfes, 
that, by common confent, are buried in a difcreet filence. The king's pt>wer is, indeed, more ex
actly limited ; but this period, of which we now treat, is the time, at which that accuracy com
menced. And it appears from Warwic and Hobbs, that many royalifts blamed this philofophical 
precifion in the King's penman, and thought that the veil was very imprudently taken off" the myfie
ries of government. 'Tis certain, that liberty reaped mighty advantages from thefe controverfies 
and inquiries; and the royal authority itfelf became more fecure, within thole provinces, which were 

affigned to it. 
• The King, by his coronation oath, promifes, that he would maintain the laws and cuftoms which 

the people had chofen, quaJ <vulgus elegerit: The parliament pretended that elegerit meantjhall choofi; 
and confequently, that the King had no right to refufe any bills wh~ch fuould Le prefented him. 

VoL. I. I T t TnE 
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hap. vr. TaE county of York levied a guard for the King of .6oo men: For the 
•64z. kings of England had hitherto lived among their fubje6ts like fathers among their 

Preparations children, and had derived all their fecurity from the dignity of their charaB:er and 
for civil war. from the proteCtion of the laws. The two houfes, tho' they had al-ready levie<l a 

guard for themfelves; had attempted to feize all the military power, all the navy~ 
and all the forts of the kingdom; had openly employed their authority in every 
fpecies of warlike preparation: Yet immediately voted, "' That the King, fedu
u ced by wicked council, intended to make war againfi: his parliament, who, in 
'' all their confultations and aCtions, had propofed no other end, but the care of 
•' his kingdoms, and the performance of all duty and loyalty to his perfon ; that 
" this attempt was a breach of the truft repofed in hin1 by his people., contrary 
" to his oath, and tending to a diffolution of the government; and that who
" ever lhould affift him in fuch a war, were traito s by the fundamental laws of 
" the kino-do-m." 0 

T'HE armies, which had been every where raifed under pretence of the fervice 
of Ireland, were henceforth more openly in lifted by the parliament for their own 

.purpofes, and the command of them was given to the Earl ofE.ffex. In l.ondon 
no lefs t..l-}an four thoufand 1nen inlifted in one day *. And the parliament voted 
a declaration, which they required every member to fubfcribe, that they would 
live and die witli their generaL 

th _-r J THEY iffued orde. rs for bringing in loans of money and plate, in order to main-.Io w une. 
tain forces, which Ihould defend the King and both houfes of parliament : For 
this ftyle they fiill preferved. Within ten days, vaft quantities of plate were 
brought to their treafurers. Hardly were there men enough to receive it, or 
room fu fficient to ftow it. And many with regret were obliged to carry back 
tl1eir offerings, aud wa~t till the trea.furers could find leifure t-0 receive them. Such 
zeal animated the pious partizans of the parliament, efpecially in the city ! The 
women gave up all the plate and ornament,s of their houfes, and even their 
filver thimbles and bodkins~ in order to fupport the Good cauft againft the 
n1alignants. 

MEANWHILE the fplendor of the Kobil.ity, with which the King was envi
·roned, much eclipfed the appearance at Weftminfter. The Lord keeper, Little
ton, after fending the great feal before him, had fled to York. Above forty peers 
tJf the firfl: rank attended the King; whilft the houfe of lords feldom confifted of 
~nore than fixteen members. Near the moiety too of the Jower houfe abfented 
themfelves from councils, which they efteemed fo full of danger. The commons· 
· ·nt up an impeachment againfi: nine peers, for deferting their duty in parliament. 

The;., 
• Vic.v·s God in the mount. 



C II A L j2 

Tl eir own members alfo, who flwul return to them, they voted not to admit, Chap. 7 
, 

till fatisfied concen ing the reafon of th ir abfen:e. 16 P· 

CHARLEs made a declaration to the peers who attended him, tHat he expecred 
from them no obedience to_ any commands, which were not warranted by the 
laws of the land. 'The peers anfwcted this declaration by a proteft, in which they 
declared their refolution to obey no commands, but fuch as were warranted by 
that authority. By thefe deliberate engagements, fo worthy of an Engliili prince 
and Englilh nobility, they meant to confound the furious and tun1ultuary refolu .. 
tions taken by the parliament. 

THE ~een, difpofing of the crown-jewels in Holland, had been enabled to 
purchafe a large cargoe of arms and ammunition. Part of thefe, after efcaping . 
many'perils, arrived fafely to the King. His preparations were not near fo for
ward as thofe of the parliament. In order to remove all jealoufy, he had refolved, 
that their ufurpations and illegal pretenfions .fhould be apparent to the whole 
world, and thought, that, to recover the confidence of the people, was a point 
much more material to his intereft, than the collecting any magazines, ftores, or 
armies, which might breed apprehenfions of violent or illegal councils. But the 
urgent neceffity of his fituation no longer admitted of delay. He now prepared 
himfelf for defence. With a fpirit, activity, and addrefs, which neither the one 
party apprehended, nor the other expected, he employed all the advantages, 
which remained to him, and roufed up his adherents to arms. The refources 
of this Prince's genius increafed in proportion to his difficulties; and he never 
appeared greater than when plunged into the deepeft perils and diftrelfes. From 
the mixt character, indeed, of Charles arofe, in part, the misfortunes, in which 
England was, at this time, involved. His political errors, or rather weakne1fes, 
had raifed him inveterate enemies: His eminent moral virtues had procured him 
zealous partizans : And between the hatred of the one and the affections of the 
other was the nation agitated with the moft violent convulfions. 

THAT the King might defpair of all compofition, the parliament fent him the 
conditions, on which they were willing to come to agreement. Their demands, 
contained in nineteen propofitions, amounted to a total abolition of monarchical 
authority. They required, That no man fhould remain in the council, who was 
not agreeable to parliament; that no deed of the King's 1hould have validity, un
lefs it paffed the council, and was attefted under their hand; that all the officers 
of ftate .fhould be chofen with confent of parliament; that none of the royal fa. 
mily 1hould marry without confent of parliament or council; that the laws fhould 
be executed againft catholics ; that the votes of popilh lords fhould be excluded ; 
that the reformation of the liturgy and church-government fhould have place, 

T t z according 
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according to advice of parliament; that the ordinance, with regard to the mi
litia, be fubmitted to ; that the juftice of parliament may pafs upon all delin
quents; that a general pardon be granted with fuch exceptions as fhould be advifed 
by paJiament; that the forts and caftles be difpofed of by confent of parlia .. 
ment; that no peers be made but with confent of both houfes. 

<' SHOUL o I grant thefe demands," fa id the King in reply, " 1 may be waited 
"' on bare-headed; I may have my hand kiffed ; the title of majefty be continued 
" to me; and r:I'he King's authority, Jignified by both houfes_, may be ftill the ftyle 
" of your commands ; I may have f words and maces carried before me, and 
<' pleafe myfelf with the fight of a crown and fceptre (tho' even thefe twigs 
" would not long flouri!h, when the frock, upon which they grew, was dead): 
" But as to true and real power, I fhould remain but the outfide, but the picture, 
<' but the fign of a King." War on any terms was efteemed, by the King and 
all his counfellors, preferable to fo ignominious a peace. Charles accordingly 
tnade account of fupporting his authority by arms. " His towns," he faid_, 
"' were taken from him, his fhips, his arms, his money; but there ftill remained 
·" to him a good caufe, and the hearts of his loyal fubjects, which, with God's 
'' bleffing, he doubted not, would recover all the reft/' Collecting therefore 
fome forces, he advanced fouthwards; and at Nottingham, he erected his 
royal ftandard, the open fignal of difcord .and civil war throughout the 
nation. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. VII. 

Commenctment of the civil 'war .-State if parties.-Battle if Edge
hi/I.-Negotiation at Oxford.-Vitlories of the royalifts in the weft. 
-Battle of Stratton.--Of Lanfdown.-Oj Roundway-do7.e'n.
Death of Hambden.-Briftol taken.-Siege of Glocefler.--Battl~ 
if Newbury.-AC!ions in the north of England.-Solemn league and 
covenant.-Arming of the Scotch.-State of Ireland. 

W HEN two names, fo facred in the Englifh conftitution, as thofe of 16+2 • 

KING and PARL lAMENT, were placed in oppofition to each other; no Commence. 

:wonder the people were divided in their choice, and were agitated with the moft ment of the 
violent animofities and factions. war 

THE nobility and more confiderable gentry, dreading a total confufion of 
rank from the fury of the populace, ranged themfelves in defence of the 
·monarch, ftom whom they received, and to whon1 they communicated, their 
Juftre. Animated with the fpirit of loyalty, derived from their anceftors, they ~tate ofpa.r~ 
adhered to the antient principles of the conftitution, and valued themfelves on ti.es. 

exerting the maxims, as well as inheriting the polfeffions, of the old Englifh fa-
n1ilies. And while they palfed their time moftly in their country-feats, they 
were furprized to hear of opinions prevailing, with which they had ever been un
acquainted, and which implied not a limitation, but an abolition almoft total, of 
monarchical authority *. 

THE city of London, on the other hand, and moft of the great corporations. 
took part with the parliament, and adopted with zeal thofe democratical principles, 
on which the pretenfions of that alfembly were founded. The government of 
cities, which, even under abfolute monarchies, is commonly republican~ inclined 
them to this party : The fmall hereditary influence, which can be retained over 
the induftrious inhabitants of towns ; the natural independence of citizens; and 
the force of popular currents over thofe more numerous affociations of mankind ; 
all thefe caufes gave, there, authority to the new principles propagated through .. 
. out the nation. Many families too, which had lately been enriched by commerce. 

· faw 
• Among the other nobility, the Earl of BrifiolJ tho' long in the oppofition, when matters camt: 

to extremity, adhered to the court, and was profecuted with impl.cable hatred by the patliamcnt. 
He died .in France in 165 z. 
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Chan. VII. faw wi th indignatio,, , that, notwithftanding thei r opulence, they could not xr:.l- z· raife them fel ves to a level with the antient gentry: T hey there fore adhered to a power, by whofe fuccefs they hoped to acquire rank and confideration. And the new fplendor and glory of the Dutch commonwealth, where liberty fo happity fup ported induftry, made all the commercial part of the nation ardently defire to fee a like form of government eftabli!hed in England. 
1 "'H E genius of the two religions, fo clofely, at this time, interwoven with poli tics, correfponded exactly to thefe divifions. The prefbyterian religion was new, republican, and fuited to the genius of the populace: The other had an air of greater fuow and ornament, was efiablifhed on antient authority, and bore an affinity to the kingly and ariflocratical parts of the conftitution. The de.votees of preibytery became of courfe zealous partizans of the parliament : The friends of the epifcopal church valued themfelves on defending the rights of monarchy. 
SoME men alfo there were of iiberal education, who, being either carelefs or ignorant of thofe difputes, bandied about by the clergy of both fides, afpired to nothing but an eafy enjoyment of life, amidfi: the jovial entertainment and focial intercourfe of their companions. All thefe flocked to the King's ftanftard, where they breathed a freer air, and were exempted from that rigid precifenefs and melancholy aufterity, which reigned among the parliamentary 

party. 
NEVER was a quarrel more unequal than feemed at firfi: that between the con· tending patttcs: Almofi: every advantage lay againfi: the royal caufe. The King's revenue had been feized, from the beginning, by the parliament, who iffued out to him, from time to time, fmaJI fums for his prefent fubfiftence; and as foon as he withdrew to York, they totally ftopped all payments. London and all the fea-ports, except N ewcafile, being in their hands, the cuftoms yielded them a certain and confiderable fupply of money; and all contributions, loans, and impofitions were more eafily raifed from the cities, which poffeffed the ready money, and where men lived under their infpeCl:ion, than they could be levied by the King in th<?fe open countries, which, after fome time, declared for hitn. 

THE feamen naturally followed the difpofition of the fea-ports, to which they belonged. And the Earl of Northumberland, Lord admiral, having embraced the party of the parliament, had named, at their defire, the Earl of Warwic for his lieutenant; who at once efi:ablilhed ·his authority in the fleet, and kept the intire dominion of the fea in the hands of that affep1bly. 

ALL 
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ALL the magazines of arms and ammunition were at firft feized by the parlia

ment; and their fleet intercepted the greateft part of thofe, which were fent by 
the Queen from Holland. The King was obliged, in order to arm his followers, 
to borrow the weapons of the train-bands, under prmnife of reftoring the1n, as 
foon as peace fuould be fettled in the kingdom. 

THE veneration for parliaments was, at that time, extreme throughout the na .. 
tion. The cuftom of reviling thofe affemblies for corruption, as it had no pre
tence, fo was it unknown, during all former ages. Few or no inftances of their 
·encroaching ambition or felfifu claims had hitherto been obferved. Men confider
·ed the houfe of commons in no other light, than as the reprefentatives of the na
tion, whofe intereft was the fame with that of the public, who were the eternal 
guardians of law and liberty, and whom no motive, but the neceffary defence of 
the people, could ever engage in an oppofition to the crown. The torrent, 
therefore, of general affet1:ion ran to the parliament. What is the great advan
tage of popularity ; the privilege of affixing epithets fell of courfe to that party. 
The King's adherents were the Wicked and the Malignant: Their adverfaries were 
the Godly and the Well-ajfefted. And as the force of the cities was more united 
1:han that of the eountry, and at once gave 1helter and proteCtion to the parlia
mentary party, who could eafily fupprefs the royalifts in their neighbourhood; 
almoft the whole kingdom, at the commencement of the war, feemed to be in the 
hands of the parliament. 

WHAT alone gave the King fome compenfation for all the advantages, poffef
fed by his adverfaries, was the nature and qualities of his aGherents. Greater 
bravery and at1:ivity were hoped for, from the generous fpirit of the nobles and 
gentry, than from the bafe difpofition of the multitude. And as the men of ef
tates, at their own expence, levied and anned their tenants; befides an attach
n1ent to their mafters, greater for<;;e and courage were expet1:ed in thefe ruftic 
troops, than in the vitious and enervated populace of cities. 

THE neighbouring ftates Qf Europe, being engaged in violent wars, little in
teref\:ed themfelves in thefe civil commotions ; and this ifiand enjoyed the fingular 
advantage (for fuch it furely was) of fighting out its own quarrels without the in
terpofition of foreigners. France from policy had fomented the firft diforders in 
Scotland; had fent over arms to the Irilh rebels; and continued to give counte
nance to the Engliib parliament: Spain, from bigotry, furnifhed the Irifu with 
.fome fupplies of money and arms. The Prince of Orange, clofely allied to the 
:crown, encouraged Englifu officers, who ferved in the low-countries, to inlift in 
the King's army : The Scotch officers, who had been formed in Germany, and in 

elate commotions, chiefly took part with the parliament .• 

'J):T 

Chap. Vll. 
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T HE contempt, entertained of the King's party, wat fo great, that it was the 
chief caufe of pufhing matters to fuch extren1iry againft him ; and many believed, 
that he never would attempt refiftance, but mL~ft at laft yield to the preten
fions, however enormous, of the two houfes. Even after his ftandard was 
ereCted, men could not be brought to apprehend a civil war; nor was it 
imagined that he would have the imprudence to enrage his implacable enemies, 

and render his own condition more defperate, by oppofing a force which was fo 
n1uch fuperior. The low condition, in which he appeared at Nottingham, con
firn1ed all thefe hopes. His artillery, though far from numerous, he had been 
obliged to leave at York; for want of horfes t0 tranfport it. Befides the trained 
bands of the county, raifed by Sir John Digby, the fueriff, he had not got toge-

. ther above three hundred infantry. His cavalry, in which confified his chief 
il:rength, exceeded not eight h ur.dred, and were very ill provided of arms. The 
forces of the parliament lay at Northampton, within a few days march of him; 
and confifted of above fix thoufand men, well armed and well appointed. Had 
thefe troops advanced upon the King, they muft foon have diffipated the fmall force 
which he had affembled. By purfuing him in his retreat, they would have fo dif
credited his caufe and difcouraged his adherents, as to have for ever prevented his 
gathering an army able to make head again11: them. But the Earl of Effex, the 
parliamentary general, had not yet received any orders from his mafters. What 

rendered them fo backward, after fuch precipitant fteps as they had formerly 
taken, is not eafily explained. 'Tis probable, that in the extreme diftrefs of his 
party confifted the prefent fafety of the King. The parliament hoped, that the 
royaliil:s, fenfible of their feeble condition, and convinced of their fiender re
fources, would difperfe of themfelves, and leave their adverfaries a victory, fo 

much the more compleat and fecure, that it would be gained without the ap· 

pearance of force, and without blood!hed. Perhaps too, when it became neceffa
ry to make the conduCive fiep, and offer bare-faced violence to their fovereign, 

their fcruples and apprebenfions, tho' not fufficient to overcome their refo1utions, 

were able to retard the execution of them. 

SIR Jacob Aftley, whom the King had appointed major general of his in
tended army, told him, that he could not give him affurance but he might be 
taken out of his bed, if the rebels fhould make a brifk attempt to that purpore. 
All the King's attendants were full of well grounded apprehenfions. Some of the 
lords having defired, that a me.ffage might be fent to the parliament with over
tures to a treaty; Charles, who well knew that an accommodation, in his prefent 

condition, meant nothing but a total fubmiffion, haftily broke up the council, 
left this propofal fuould be farther infifted on. But next day, the Earl of 

3 Southampton, 
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Southampton, whom no one could fufpeCl: of bafe or timid tounfels, having Chap. VII. offer~d the fame advice, it was hearkened to with more coolr.efs and deliberation. 1642

• He urged, That, tho' fuch a ftep would probably encreafe the infolence of the 
parliament; this was fo far from being an objeB:ion, that fuch difpofitio:1s muft 
neceffarily turn to the advantage of the royal caufe : That if t}y--y refufecl to treat, 
which was mofl: probable, the very found of peace was fo pop 1lar, that nothing 
could more difguft the nation than fuch haughty feverity : That if th y admitted 
of a treaty, their propofals, confidering their prefcnt condition, would be fo 
exorbitant, as to open the eyes of their n1of1: partial adherents, and gl in the ge. 
neral favour to the King's party : And that, at worfr, time might beg-tined by 
this expedient, and a delay of the imminent dang r, wich wh'ch he mg was at prefent threatened. 

CHARLEs, on affembling the council, had declared againft all advances to
wards an accommodation; and had faid, that, having now nothing left him hut 
his honour, that laft poffet11on he was refolved fleddily to preferve, and rather 
to perifh than yield any farther to the pretenf1ons of his enemies. But by the 
concurrent defire of the counfellors, he was prevailed with to embrace Southamp
ton's advice. That Nobleman, therefore, with Sir John Colepeper and Sir 
William Uvedale, was difpatched to London with offers of a treaty. The n1an
ner of their reception gave little hopes of fuccefs. Southampton was not allowed 
by the peers to take his feat; but was ordered to deliver his meffage to the ufher, 
and to depart the city immediately : The commons fhowed little better difpofition 
to Colepeper and U vedale. Both houfes replied, that they could ad m it no treaty " ith 
tl e King, till he took down his ftandard, and recalled hi3 proclamations, in 
whic 11 the parliament fuppofed themfelves to be declared traitors. The King, by 
a fecond meffagc, denied any fuch intention againil: the two houfes ; but offered 
to recall thefe proclamation~, provided the parliament agreed to recall theirs, in 
which his adherents were declared traitors. They def1red him in return to dif
mifs his forces, to rdide with his parliament, and give up delinquents to their 
jurtice; that is, abandon himfelf and his friends to the n1ercy of his enemies. 
Both parties flattered themfelves, that, by thefe meffages and replies, they had 
gained the ends which they propofed. The King believed, that the people were 
fufficiently fatisfied of the parliament's infolence and averfion to peace: The 
parliament intendeJ, by this vigour in their refolutions, to fupport the vigour of 
their military operations. 

THE courage of the parliament was fupported, befides their great fuperiority 
o force, by two recent events, which had happened in their favour. Goring 
:\'as governor of Portfmouth, the befr fortified town in the kingdom, and, l y 

VoL. • U. u its 
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Chap. VII. its fituation, of great in1rortancel 1~his man feemed to have rendered himfelf 
164-2 • an implacable enemy to the King, by betraying, probably magnifying, the fe

cret cabals of the army ; and the parliament thought, that his fidelity to them 
might, on that account, be entirely depended on. But the fame lev.ity of mind 
frill attended him, and the fame difregard to engagements and profeffions. lie 
took underhand his n1eafurts with the court, and declared againft the parliament. 
Bur, tho' he had been fufficiently fupplied with money, and long before knew 
his danger; fo fmall was his forefight, that he had left the place entirely defiitute 

of provifions, and, in a few days, was obliged to furrender to the forces of the 

parliament. 
THE Marquefs of Hertford was a nobleman of the greateft quaHty and cha

raCter in the kingdom, and, equally with the King, defcended, by a female, from , 
Henry VII. During the reign of J ames, he had attempted, without having ob
tained the confent of that monarch, to marry ArabeiJa Stuart, a Lady nearly re
lated to the crown; and, upon difcovery of his intention, had been obliged, for 

fome time, to fly the kingdom. Ever after, he was looked on with an evil eye 
at court, from which, in a great meafure, he withdrew; and living in an i!:lde
pendent tnanner, he addicted himfclf intirely to literary occupations and amufe
ments. In proportion as the King declined in popularity, Hertford's charafter 
flouriihed with the people ; and when this parliament affembled, no nobleman 
in the kingdom poffeffed more general favour and authority. By his fagacity, he 

foon perceived, that the commons, not content with correcting the abufes of 
government, were carried, by the natural current of power and popularity, into 
the oppolite extreme, and were committing violations, no lefs dangerous than 
the former, upon the Engli!h conftitution. Immediately he devoted himfelf to 

·the fupport of the King's falling authority, and was prevailed with to be gover
nor to the young Prince, and rdide in the court, to which, in the eyes of all 
men, he gave, by his prefence, a new luftre and authority. So high was his eh a_ 

raB:er for mildnefs and humanity, that he frill preferved, by means of thefe popu
lar virtues, the public favour ; and every one was fenfibJe of the true motive of 
his change. Notwithftanding his habits of eafe and ftudy, he now beftirred him· 
felf in raifing an army for the King; and being named general of the weftern coun
ties, where his intereft chiefly lay, he began to affcmble forces in Somerfet!hire. 
By the aillftance of Lord Seymour, Lord Paulet, John Digby, fon to the Earl 
of Brifi:ol, Sir Francis Hawley, and others, he had drawn together fome appear
ance of an army ; when the parliament, apprehenfive of the danger, fent the Earl 
of Bedford with a confiderable force againft him. On his appearance, Hertford 

v cii obliged to retire into Sherborne caiHe ; and finding that placse incapable of 
defence, 
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defence, he himfelf p1£fed over into Wales, leaving Sir Ral ph I--Iopton, Sir John 
Berkeley, Dig by, and other officers, with their horfe, conG.fting of about a hun
dred and twenty, to march into Cornwall, in hopes of finding that county bet
ter prepared for their reception. 

ALL the difperfed bodies of the parliament's army were now ordered to march 
to Northampton; and the Earl of E£fex, who had joined them, found the whole 
amount to I sooo men. The King, tho' his camp had been gradually reinforced 
from all quarters, was fenfible, that he had no army which could cope with fo for
midable a force ; and he thought it prudent, by ilow marches, to retire to Derby 
antf thence to Shrewibury, in order to countenance the levies, which his friends 
were making in thofe quarters. At Wellington, a day's march from Shrewibury, 
he made a rendezvous of all his forces, and caufed his military orders to be read 
at the head of each regiment. That he might bind himfelf by reciprocal ties, 
he folemnly took the following proteftation before his whole army. 

" I do promife, in the prefence of Almighty God, and as I hope for his bleL 
" fing and protection, that I will to the utmoft of my power, defend and main_ 
'' tain the true reformed proteftant religion, eftabliihed in the church of Eng.: 
" land, and, by the grace of God, in the fame will live and die. 

" I defire, that the laws may ever be the meafure of my government, and 
'' that the liberty and property of the fubject may by them be preferved with 
" the fame care as my own juft rights. And if .it plea re God, by his bleffing on 
" this army, raifed for my neceffary defence, to preferve me from the prefent 
'' rebellion; I do folemnly and faithfully promife, in the fight of God, to main
" tain the jufl: privileges and freedom of parliament, and to govern to the ut
" moft of my power, by the known !l:atutes and cuftoms of the kingdom, and 
" particularly, to obferve inviolably the Jaws to which I have given my confent this 
" parliament. Mean while, if this emergence, and the great neceffity to which 
" I am driven, beget any violation of law, I hope it !hall be imputed by God 
" and man to the authors of this war; not to me, who have fo earneftly la
" boured to preferve the peace of the kingdom. 

u WHEN I willingly fail in thefe particulars, I ihall expect no aid or relief 
" from man, nor any protection from above: But in this refolution, I hope for 
" the chearful afi1ftance of all good men, and am confident of the bleffing of 
'' heaven." 

THo' the concurrence of the church undoubtedly increafed the King's adherents, 
it may fafely be affirmed, that the high monarchical doctrines, fo much incul
cated by the clergy, had never done him any real fervice. Of all that generous 
train of nobility and gentry, who now attended the ~ing in his diftrdlcs, there 
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were none who breathed not the fpirit of liberty, as well as of loyalty: And in 
the hopes alone of his fubmitting to a legal and limited government, were they 
willing in his defence to facrifice their lives and fortld1es. 

WHILE the King's army lay at Shrewfbury, and he was employing himfelf in 
collecting money, which he received, tho' in no great quantities, by voluntary 
contrihutions, and by the plate of the miverfities, which was fent him ; the news 
arrived of an action, the firft which had happened in thefe wars, and where he 
was fuccefsful. 

ON the appearance of commotions in England, the Princes, Rupert and Mau
rice, fons of the unfortunate Palatine, had offered their fervice to the King; and 
the forn1er, at that time, commanded a body of horfe, which had been fent to
Worcefter, in order to watch the motions of EiTex, who was marching _towards 
that city. No fooner had the Prince arrived, than 'he faw fome cavalry of the 
enemy approaching the gates. Without delay, he brifkly attacked them, as they 
were defiling from a lane and forming themfelves. Colonel Sandys, who led 
them and who fought with valour, being mortally wounded, fell from his horfe. 
The whole party was routed, and was purfued above a mi,e. The Prince hear
ing of Eifex's approach, retired to the king. This rencounter, tho' in itfelf of 
fmall importance, raifed mightily the reputation of the royalifts, and acquired 
univerfally to Prince Rupert the charaCter of promptitude and courage; qualities, 
which he eminently difplayed, during the whole courfe of the war. 

THE King, on muftering his army, found it about Io,ooo men. The Earl 
of Lindefey, who 1n his youth had fought experience of military fervice in the 
low-countries*, was general: Prince Rupert commanded the horfe: Sir J acob 
.i\ftley, the foot: Sir Arthur Afton, the dragoons: Sir John Heydon, the ar
tillery. The Lord Bernard Stuart was at the head of a troop of guards. The 
eftate and revenue of this 1ngle troop, according to Lord Clarendon's computa
tion, was at 1eafl: equal to that of all the members, who, at the commencemenf 
of the war, voted in both houfes. Their fervants, under the command of 
Sir William Killigrew, made another troop, and always marched with their 
m afters. 

WITH this army the King left Shrewfbury, refolving to give battle as foon as 
poffible, to the army of the parliament, which he heard was continually aug ... 
menting by fupplies fron1 London. In order to bring on an aCtion, he directed 
his courfe tO\\ arcls the capital, which, he knew, the enemy would not abandon' 
to him. Effex had now received his inftruB:ions. The import of them was, 
to prefent a mofi humble petit' on to the King aRd to refcue him, and the royal 

• He was then Lord Willoughby. 
family, 
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family, from thofe defpcrate malignants, wl.o h feized their perfons. T,~·o Chap. VII. 

days after the departure of the royalifts from Shre ibury,- he left Vorcefte,·. 1642
• 

Tho' it be eafy in civil wars to get intelligence, the two armi"s '•e::c within fix 
miles of each other, 'ere either of the generals was <l quainted with the approa·'h 
of his enemy. Shrewibury and \V rcefter, the p.aces from which they fet our, 
are not ab ve twenty miles difl: nt; yet ha l he t\ '0 armies marched ten days in 
this mutual ignoran e. ..:o much ha ! military fl{ill, during a long peace, de-
cayed in England. 

THE royal army lay near Ban bury : That of the parliament, at Keinton, in B.mJe of 

the county of \Var vie. Prince Ru rt .;nt intelrgence of the enemy. Tho'EJgc-hili. 
the day was far advanced, the ing re Col ved upon the attack : F ffex drew up 23d of oa 
his men to receive him. Sir Faithful Forteicue, who had levied a troop for the 

Irifh wars, had been o lie>ed t ferve in the parliamentary army, and w~s now 
pofted on the left wing, com11anded by Ramfay, a Scotchman. No fooner did 
the King's army approach, than Fortefcue, ordering his tro p to difchargc tht. 

piflols in the ground, put himfelf under the command of Prince Rupcrt. Parr_ 
Jy from this accident, partly from the furious !hock made upon thc1 1 by the 
Prince ; that whole wing of cavalry imme .iately fled, and were purfued for two 
miles. The right wing of the parliament's army h d no better fuccefs. Chaced 
from their ground by Vv ilmot and Sir rthur Aflon, they alfo took to flight. 
'"The King's body of referve, commanded b, Sir John Biron, judging, like raw 
foldiers, that all was over, and impatient to have tome fhc re in the ac-ion, :vith 
fpurs and lo1fe reins followeJ the chace, which their ldt ing had precipicate]y 
lld them. Sir vVilliarn Balfour, who com mande E!fr.:x's referve, perceived the 
• ~..'vantage: He wheeled abcut upon the K in ' inf. ntry, now quite unfurni!hed 

of horfe, and made great havock among then . indefuy, the general, was mor_ 
tally wounL ed, and taken prifoner. His fo n ~a 70l.Iring his rcfcue, fell like_ 
wife into the enemy's hands. Sir Edmund r r11cy, who carried the King's 
ftandard, was killed, and t e 11andard talren ; but it was afterwards recovered. 
In this fituation, Prince Rupert, on his return, foJn l affi irs. Every thing bore 
the appearance of a defeat, inftead of a victory, 'ith wh!ch he had hafl:il y flat. 
tered himfelf. Some advifed the King to leave t ~e field : But that Prince, 
whofe perfonal valour was unqueftion d, rejecte i fu h pt 1 an·. 1ous council. The 
two armies faced each other for fome time, and neither of them retained courage 

fufficient for a new attack. All night th y lay u ,der arms ; "nd next morning 
found themfel ves in fight of each o'" 1er. -,eneral, as v. ll as loldier, on bet 1 

fides, feemed averfe to renew tl.e battle. Elfex fidt drew off and retired to 
7 arwic. The King returned to his ormer , rtas. ive th ,find men are 

6 fa· i 
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Cbp. VII. faid to have been found dead on the field of battle, and the lofs of the two armies, 
164z. a5 far as we can judge by the oppofite accounts, was nearly equal. Such was the 

event of this firft battle, fought at Keinton or Edge -hill. 

SoME of Effex's horfe, who had been drove off the field in the beginning of 
the aCtion, flying to a great diftance, carried news of a total defeat, and frruck 

. a mighty terror into the city and parliament. After a few days, a more juft ac
count arrived; and then the parliament pretended to a compleat ·viCtory. The 
King allo, on his part, was not wanting to difplay his advantages; tho', except 
the taking of Ban bury, a few days after, he had few marks of vic'tory to boaft 
of. He continued his march, and took poffeffion of Oxford, the only town in 
his dominions, which was altogether at his devotion. 

AFTER the royal army was recruited and refre!hed ; as the weather frill con
tinued favourable, it was again put in motion. A party of horfe having 
been fent from Abingdon, where were fixed the head quarters of the cavalry, 
they approached to Reading, of which Martin was appointed governor by the 
parliament. Both governor and g arriio1 were feized with a panic, and fled with 
precipitation to London. Charles, hoping that every thing would yieid before 
him, advanced with his whole army to Reading. The parliament; who, infiead 
of their fond expecrations, that. Charles would never be ab!e to collect an army, 
had now the profpeEt: of a civil war, bloody, and of uncertain event; were far
ther alarn1ed at the near approach of the royal army, while their own forces lay 
at a difrance. ·They voted an addrefs for a treaty. The King's nearer ap
proach to Colebroke quickened th,cir advancrs. Northumberland and Pembroke 
with three commoners prefented the addrefs of both houfes ; in which they be
fought his Majcfly to appoint fome convenient place, where he might refide, till 
committees could attend him with propofals. The King named Windfor, and 
defired, that the garrifon might be removed, and his own troops admitted into 
that caftle. 

MEAN while Effex, advancing by hafty marches, had arrived at London. 
But neither the prefence of hi;; army, nor the precarious hopes of a treaty, rctard-

h f N ed the King's approaches. At Brentford, Charles attacked two regimt nts quar-~ct o ov. 
tered there, and, after a fharp aCtion, beat them from that villagf', and toJk about 
500 priloners. The parliament had fent orders to forbear all hofrilities, and bad 
expected the fame compliance from the King; tho' no ftipulations to that purpofe 
had been mentioned by their commiffioners. Loud complaints were raifed againft: 
this attack, as if it h2d been the moft apparent perfidy, and breach of treaty. 
Enflamed with refentment, as well as anxious for its own defence, the city march-
~d its trained bands in txcellent order, and joined the army under E1Tex. The 

force 
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force of the parliamentary army now amounted to above 24000 men, and was Chap. VIE. 

f 1 f 
1(, •• 

much fuperior to that o t 1e King's. A ter both armies h:1d faced each other for 
fome time, the King drew off and retired to Reading, and from thence to Oxford. 

WHILE the principal armies on both fides were l"ept in inaCtion by the 
winter feafon, the King and parliament were em ployed in real preparaticms for 
war, and in feeming advancts towards peace. By means of contributions c: af. 
fdfments, levied by the h01 fe, Charles m~intained his cavalry : By loans anc o 

luntary prefents, fent him from all parts of the kingdom~ he fu pported his infa ,_ 
try: But the fupplies were fiill very unequal to the neceffities under \Vhich he 
laboured. The parliament had much greater refources for money; anJ had, by 
confequence, every milita_ry preparation in much greater order and abundance 
Beudes an impofition, levied in London, amounting to the five and t\ventieth 
part of every one's fubfl:ance, they dlablifhed on that city a weekly aifeHlnent of 
1 o,ooo pounds, and another of 24,ooo, on the refr of the l·ingdom. And as 
their authority was at prefent efl:abli!hed in mo!t. counties, they levied thefe t 1xes 
with great regularity; tho' they amounted to fums, much beyond what the na
tion had formerly paid to the public exigencies. 

THE King and parliament fent reciprocally their demands; and a treaty corn- 1643 • 

1nenced, but without any ceffation of hofl:ilities, as had at firfl: been propofed. 
The Earl of Torthumberland and four members of the lower houfe came to Ox- N· g t' . e o 1at10n 

ford as commiffioners. In this treaty, tLe King perpetually infifted on the re- at Oxford. 

efl:ablifhment of the crown in it$ legal powus, and on the reftoration of his con
fiitutional prerogative : The parliament frill required new conceffions, and .a far-
ther abridgement of regal authority, as a more effectual remedy to their fears 
and jealoufies. Finding the King fupported by n1ore forces and a greater party, 
than they had ever looked for, they {( emingly abated fomewhat of thofe exorbi-
tant conditions, which they had formerly claimed ; but their demands were fl:ill 
too great for an equal treaty. Befides other articles, to which a compleat vietory 
could alone intitle them ; they required the King, in exprefs terms, utterly to 

abolifh epifcoplcy ; a demand, which, before, they only infinuated : And they 
required, that all other ecclefiafiical controverfies fhould be dttermined by their 
aifembly of divines ; that is, in the manner the moll: repugnant to the inclinations 
of the King and all his partizans. They likewife defired him to acquiefce in their 
fettlement of the militia, and to confer on their adherents the intire authority of , 
the fword. And in anfwer to the King's propofal, that his magazines, towns, 
forts, and fhips, fhould be reftored to him, the parliament required, that they 
fhould be put into fuch hands as they could confide in. The nineteen propofitions, 

which 



Chap. VI. 
- I6f3. 

336 HIS T 0 R Y oF GREAT BRITAIN, 

which they forn1erly fent the King, !hewed their inclination to abolifh monarchy: 
They only afked, at prefent, the power of doing it. And having now, in the 
eye of the law, been guilty of treafon, by levying war againft their fovereign ; 
it is evident, that their fears and jealoufies muft, on that account, have multi
plied extremely, and have rendered their perfonal fafety, which they interwove with 
that of the nation, ftill more incompatible with the authority of the monarch .. Tho' 
the gentlencfs and lenity of the King's temper might have enfured them againft 
a11 fchemes of future vengeance; they preferred, as is, no doubt, but too natural, 
an independent fecurity, accompanied too with fovereign power,. before the ftation 
of fubjeB:s, and that not intirely guarded from all apprehenfions of danger *. 

THE conferences went no farther than the firft demand on each fide. The 
parliament, finding, that there was no likelihood of coming to any agreement, 
fuddenly rcca!Jed their commifiioners. 

A military eriterprize, which they had concerted early in the fpring, was im
mediately undertaken. Reading, the garrifon of the King, which lay neareft 
London~ was efteemed a place of confiderable ftrength, in that age, when the 
art of attacking towns was not well underfi:ood in Europe, and was totally un-

s:srh pril. known in England. The Earl of Effex fat down before this place with an army 
of 1 8ooo men; and carried on his attack by regular approaches. Sir Arthur 
1\.fton, the governor, being wounded, Colonel Fielding fucceeded to the corn-

man d. 

* \X/hitlod:c, who was one of the commifiioners, fays, " In this tre ty, the King manifefted his 
" gre::tt parts and ab"lities, fl:rength of reafon and quicknefs of apprchen~on, with much patience 
" in hearing what was objected againil: him; wherein he allowed all fi-cedorn, and \Vould himfelf 
" fum up the argum~nts and give a mofl: clear judgmeat upon them. His unhapp"nc{s was, that he 
" h~d a bdter opinion of other's judgmer.ts than of his O\Vn, tho' they \Vere weaker than his own; 
" and of this the p.1rl:amcnt-commiilioners had experience to their great tr;)ublc. They were often 
" waiting on the King, and debating fame points of the treaty with him, until midnight, before 
" they could come to a conclufion. Upon one of the moll: material points, they prefied his Maje!ly 
" with their rc:~fon:; and bell: arguments they could ufe to grant \.\~hat they defired. The King f:1id, 
" he was fully fatisEed, and promifed to give them his anfwer in writing according to their deiire ; 
" hut, becaufe it was then pair midnight, and too late to put it into writing, he woul have it drawn 
" up m7t morning (when he comm~~nd d them to wait on him again) a.nd then he would give them 
" his anfwer in writing, as it was now agreed upon. But next morning the King told them, that 
" he had a~tcrecl his mi.1cl : And U)me of his friends, of whom the commiilioner;; inquired, told 
,, them, that after tht:y were gone, ancl even hi~ council retired, fome of his bed-chamber never 
" left reiling and rcrfuaJing hi;n till they pre\'ailed on him to change his fonncr reiolutions.'' 
It is d:Hicult, l.owcvcr, to couceivc, tbat any treaty could have fucceeded betwixt the King and 
p<!rliament, while the latter ini!Hed, as they , 11 along did, on a total fubmiffion to all their demand~, 

<md challenged the whole powc:r, which they "ntended to emplny to the puniflm1ent of all the King's 
friends. 
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a: d. In a little time, the town was found to be 110 longet· in a co1uition of de- Cha~. VJI. 

fence; and, tho' the King approached, with an intention of obliging Effex to 
10 

t "· · 

raife the liege, the difpo!ition of the parliamentary army was fo firong, as ren-
dered that defign impraCticable. Fielding, therefore, was COiltent to yield the 
town, on condition, that he fhould bring off all the garrifon with the honours of z 7 t~l Ap: ; . 
war, and deliver up deferrers. This laft condition was thought fo ignominious 
and fo prejudicial to the King's interefr, that the governor was tried by a coun-
cil of war, and condemned to Io:e his life for confenting to it. H!s fentence wa 
afterwards remitted by the King. 

EssEx's army had been fully fupplied with all neceffaries from London : 
Even many fuperfluities and luxuries were fent them by the care of the zealous 
citizens: Yet the hardfhips, which they fuffered from the fiege, during fo early 
a feafon, had weakened them to fuch a degree, that they were no longer fit for 
any new enterprize. And the two armies, for fomt: time, encamped in the 
neighbourhood of each other, without attempting, on either fide, any action of 
moment. 

BEsiDES the military operations bc·tween the principal armies, which lay in the 
centre of England ; each county, each town, each family almoft, was divided 
within itfelf; and the moft violent convulfions !hook the whole kingdom. Thro'
out the winter, continual efforts had every where been made by each party to 
furmount its antagonifl:; and the Englifh, rouzed from the lethargy of peace, 
with eager, tho' unfkilful hands, employed againft their fellow. citizens their 
long neglected weapons. The furious zeal for liberty and preibyterian difci
pline, which had hitherto run uncontrouled thro' the nation, now at laft excited 
an equal ardour for monarchy and epifcopacy ; when the intenrion of abolifhing 
thefe antient modes of government was openly avowed by the parliament.· Con
ventions for neutrality, tho', in feveral counties, they had been entered into, 
and confirmed by the moft folemn oaths., yet being voted illegal by the two 
houfes, were immediately broke ; and the fire of difcord was fpread into every 
corner. The altercation of difcourfe, the controverfies of the pen, but above 
all, the declamations of the pulpit, indifpofed the minds of men towards each 
other, and propagated the blind rage of party. Fierce, however, and enflamed 
as were the difpofitions of the Engliib, by a war, both civil and reHgious, that 
great deftroyer of humanity; all the events of this period are lefs difti_nguifhed 
by atrocious deeds, either of treachery or cruelty, than were ever any intefrine 
difcords, which had fo long a continuance. A circumftance, which will be found 
to imply great praife ~f the national charaCter of that pe_ople, now fo unhappily 
.rouzed .to arms. 

VoL. I .X ~ IN 
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Chap. VII~ IN the north, the Lord Fairfax commanded for the parliament, the Earl of 
16

43· Newcafl:le for the King. This laft Nobleman began thofe affociations, which 
were afterwards fo much practifed in other parts of the kingdom. He united in 
a league for the King the counties of Northumberland, Cumberland, Wefimore
land, and the Bifhopric, and engaged, fume time after, other counties in the 
fame affociation. Finding that Fairfax, affifted by Hotham and the garrifon of 
Hull, was making progrefs in the fouthern parts of Yorldhire ; he advanc~d 
whh a body of four thoufand men and took poffeffion of York. At Tadcafter, 
he attacked the forces of the parliament and difiodged them: But his victory 
was not decifive. In other rencounters he obtained fome inconfiderable advan
tages. But the chief benefit, which refulted from his enterprizes, was the efta
blifhing the King's authority in all the northern provin(;es. 

Viaories of 
th~ royaliil:s 
·11 the weft. 

IN another part of the kingdom, the Lord Broke was killed by a fhot, while 
he was taking polfeffion of Litchfield for the parliament. After a lharp combat,.. 
near Stafford, between the Earl of Northampton and Sir John Gell, the former, 
who commanded the King's forces, was killed while he fought with extreme 
valour; and his forces, difcouraged by his death, tho' they had obtained the ad
vantage in the action, retreated into the town of Stafford. 

SrR William Wailer began to diftinguifh himfelf among the generals of the 
parliament. Active and indefatigable in his operations, rapid and enterprizing; 
he was fitted by his geniws to the nature of the war ; which being managed by raw 
troops, conducted by unexperienced commanders, afforded fuccefs to every bold 
and fudden undertaking. After taking Winchefter and Chichefter, he advan
ced towards Glocefter, which was in a n1anner blockaded by Lord Herbert, who· 
had levied confuterable forces in Wales for the royal party. While he attacked 
the Welch on one fide, a fally from Glocefter made impreffion on the other. 
Herbert was defeated ; five hlmdred of his men killed on the fpot; a thoufand. 
taken prifoners ; and he himfelf efcaped with fome difficulty to Oxford. Here
ford, efteemed a ftrong town, defended by a confiderable garrifon, was furren
dered to Wailer, from the cowardice of Colonel Price the governor. Teukef
bury underwent the fame fate. Worcefter refufed hin1 admittance ; and W a1ler,, 
without placing any garrifons in his new conquefts, retired to Glocefter, and from 
hence to Effex's army. 

BuT the moft memorable actions of valour, during this winter-feafon, were per
forn1ed in the weft. When Sir Ralph Hopton, with his fmaH troop, retired in· 
to Cornwall before the Earl of Bedford, that Nobleman, defpifing fo inconfider
able a force, abandoned the purfuit, and committed the fuppreffion of the royal 
p.uty to the Iheriffs of the county. But the affeCtions of Cornwall were 1nuch in

clined 
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dined to the King's fervice. While Sir Richard Buller and Sir Alexander Carew 

lay at Launcefton, and employed themfelves in executing the parliament's ordi

nance for the militia, a meeting of the county was affembled at Truro ; and af
ter Hopton produced his commiffion from the Earl of Hertford, the King's gene
ral, it was agreed to execute the _laws and to expel thefe invaders of the county. 
The trained bands were accordingly levied, Launcefton taken~ and all Cornwal 
reduced to peace and to obedience under the King. 

IT had been ufual for the royal party, on the commencement of thefe diforders 

to claim, on all occafions, the ftriEt execution of the laws, which, they knew, 
were favourable to them ; and the parliament, rather than have recourfe to th~ 
plea of neceffity, and avow the tranfgreffion of any ftatute, had alfo been ac
cuftomed to warp the laws, and by forced confrruBions to interpret them in their 
own favour. But tho' the King was naturally the gainer by fuch a method of 
conducting war, and it was by favour of law, that the trained bands were raifed 

in Cornwall; it appeared thut thefe maxims were now prejudicial to the royal 
party. Thefe troops could not legally, without their own confent, be carried out 
of the county; and confequently, it was impoffible to pufh into Devonfhire th 
advantage, which they had obtained. The Cornifh royalifts, therefore, be
thought themfelves of levying a force, which a1ight be more ferviceable. Be. 
fides Sir Ralph Hopton ; Sir Bevil Granville, the moft beloved man of that 

· country, Sir Nicholas Slanning, Arundel, and Trevannion, undertook, at their 

own charges, to raife an army for the King ; and their great interefl: in Cornwall 

foon enabled them to effect their purpofe. The parliament, alarmed at this ap

pearance of the royalifts, gave a commiffion to Ruthven, a Scotchman, governor 
of Plymouth, to march with the whole forces of Dorfet, Somerfet, and Devon 
and make an intire conqueft of Cornwall. The Earl of Stamford followed him~ 
at fome diftance, ~ith a confiderable fupply. Ruthven, having entered Cornwall 
by bridges thrown over the Tamar, haftened eo an aB:ion ; left Stamford 1hould 
join him and obtain the honour of that victory, which he looked for with a1fur .. 
ance. The royalifts, in like manner, were impatient to bring the affair to a de

cifion, before Ruthven's army 1hould receive fo confiderable a reinforcement. 
The battle was fought at Bradoc-down ; and the King's forces, tho' infc:rior in 

number, gave a total defeat to their enemies. Ruthven with a few broken troops 
fled "', Ita ; and when that town was taken, he efcaped, with fome difficul-
t .. , a:- '- • oft alone, into Plyn1outh. Stamford retired, and diftributed his forces 

o 1 mouth and Exeter. 

OTWITHSTANDING thefe advantages, the extreme want both of mo
d ammunition, under which the royalifts laboured., obliged them to enter 

X x z into 
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~·VI. into a convention of neutrality with the parliamentary party in Devonihire; and 
1 ~43· this neutrality held all the winter-feafon. In the fpring it was broken by the au

thority of the two houfes; aud war re-commenced with great appearance of dif
advantage to the King's party. Stamford, having affembled a fl:rong body o· 
near feven thoufand men, well fupplied with n1oney, provifions, and ammuni . 
tion, advanced upon the royaHfts, who were not half his number, and were op-

1 Thlttle of preffed by every fpecies of neceffity. Defpair, joined to the natural gallantry 
Stratton. of thefe troops, commanded by the prime gentry of the county, made them 
a 6th of May.refolve, by one vigorous effort, to overcome all thefe difadvantages. Stamford 

being encamped on the top of a high hill near Stratton, they attacked him in 
four divifions, at five in the morning, having lain all night under arms. One 
divifion was commanded by Lord Mohun and Sir Ralph Hopton, another by 
Sir Bevil Granville and Sir John Berkeley, a third by S1anning and Trevannion, 
a fourth by Baffet and Godolphin. In this manner the aB:ion begun; the King's 
forces preffing with the utmoft vigour thofe four ways up the hill, and their ene
mies as obftinately defending themfel ves. The fight continued with very doubt
ful fuccefs, till word was brought to the c~ief officers of the Corni£h, that their am
munition was fpent to lefs than four barrels of powder. This defeet, which they 
'Concealed from the foldiers, they refol ved to fupply by their valour. They 
agreed to advance without firing till they fhould reach the top of the hill, and 
could be on equal ground with the enemy. The courage of the officers was fo 
well feconded by the foldiers, that the royalifts began, on all fides, to gain 
ground. Major-general Chidley, who commanded the parliament-army, (for 
Stamford kept at a diftanee) failed not in his duty; and when he faw his men 
recoil, himfe1f advanced with a good ftand of pikes, and piercing into the thick
eft of the enemy, was at laft overpowered with numbers and taken prifoner. His 
army, upon this difafter, gave ground apace; infomuch that the four parties of 
the royalifts, growing nearer and nearer as they afcended, at laft all met together 
upon the plain at the top ; where they embraced with great joy, and fignalized 
their victory with loud 1houts and mutual congratulations. 

AFTER this fuccefs, the attention of both King and parliament was turned to
wards the weft, as to a very important fcene of action. The King fent the Mar
quefs of Hertford and Prince Maurice, with a reinforcement of cavalry; who having 
j-oined the Corni£h army, foon over-ran the county of Devon; and advancing into 
that of Somerfet, began to reduce it to obedience. On the other hand, the par-

Battle ·of liament having fupplied Sir Wtlliam W aller, in whom they much trufted, with 
Lan,{down. -a compleat army, difpatched him weftwards, in order to check the progrefs of the 
rth .Of July. rQyali.fts. After fo.me ikirn1ilhes, the two armies met at Lanfdown, near Bath, 

a,nd 
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and fought a pitched battle, with great lofs on both fides, but without any deci- Chap. V1 • 

five event. The gallant Granvi1le was there killed ; and Hopton~ by the blow- 16.43· 

ing up of fome powder, was dangerou!ly hurt. The royalifrs next attempted to 
tnarch eaftwards and to join their forces to the King's at Oxford : But VValler 
hung on their rear, and infefted their march till they reached the Devizes. Re
inforced by additional troops, which flocked to him from all quarters ; he fo 
n1uch furpaifed the royalifts in number, that they durft no longer profecute thei 
march or expofe themfelves to the hazard of an action. It was refolved rhat 

Hertford and Prince Maurice fhould proceed with the cavalry; and having procu-

red a reinforcement from the King, fhould hafien back to the relief of their 
friends in the Devizes. Wailer was fo confident of taking this body of infantry, 
now abandoned by their friends, that he wrote to the parliament, that their 
work was done, and that, by the next poft, he would inform them of the num· 
her and quality of the prifoners. But the King, even before Hertford's arri-

val, hearing of the great difficulties to which his weftern army was reduced, 
had prepared a {:Onfiderable body of horfe, which he immediately difpatched 
under the command of Lord Wilmot. Wailer drew up on Round way-down, B1 ttle or 
about two miles from the Devizes ; and advancing with his horfe to fight Wil- P oundway .. 

mot and prevent his conjunction with the Cornifh infantry. was received with down. 

equal valour by the royalifts. After a !harp aCtion he was totally routed, and 
flying with a few horfe, efcaped to Briftol. Wilmot feizing the enemies cannon~ 13th of July, 

and having joined his friends, whom he came to relieve, attacked Waller's in-
fantry with redoubled courage, drove them off the field, and routed and difper-

fed the whole army. 

THIS important victory, following fo quick after many other fucceffes, flruck 
great difmay into the parliament, and gave an alarm to their principal army, 
commanded by Effex. W aller exclaimed loudly againft that general, for allow
ing Wilmot to pafs him, and proceed without any interruption to the fuccour 
of the diftreifed infantry at the Devizes. But Effex, finding that his army fell 
continually to de{:ay after the .liege of Reading, was refolved to remain upon the 
defenfive; and the weaknefs of the King, and the want of all military ftores, 
had alfo reftrained the activity of the royal army. No action had happened in 
that part of England, except one fkirmi!h, which, of itfelf, was of no great 
confequence, and was rendered memorable by the death alone of the f~mous 

Hambden. 

CoLONEL Urrey, a Scotchman, who ferved in the parliament's army, bav ... 
f'ng received fome difguft, came to Oxford, and offered his fervice to the King. 

n -Order to prove the fincerity of his converfion, he informed rince Rupert of 
he 
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the Ioofe difpofition of the enemies quarters, and exhorted him to form fome at
tempt upon them. The Prince, who was intirely fitted for that kind of fervicc, 
falling fuddenly upon the difperfed bodies of E!fex's army, routed two regiments of 
cavalry and one of infantry, and carried his ravages within two miles of the ge. 
neral's quarters. The alarm being given, every one mounted on horfeback, in 
order to purfue the Prince, to recover the prifoners, and to repair the difgrace, 
which the army hL1d fuffered. Among the reft, Hambden, who had a regiment 
of infantry, that lay at a diftance, joined the horfe as a volunteer ; and over
taking the royalifts on Chalgrave field, entered into the thickeft of the battle. 
By the bravery and activity of Rupert, the King's troops were brought off, and 
a great booty, together with two hundred prifoners, was conveyed to Oxford. BL t 

what moft pleafed the royalifts was t~e expeCtation, that fome difafter had hap
pened to I--:Iambden, their capital and much dreaded ene1ny. One of the pri~ 
foners taken in the action, faid, that he was confident Mr. Hambden was hurt : 
For he faw him, contrary to his ufual cuftom, ride off the field, before the aCl:i·· 
on was finifhed ; his head hanging down, and his hands leaning upon his horfe's 
neck. Next day, the news arrived, that he was fhot in the fhoulder with a 
brace of bullets, and the bone broke. Some days after, he died, in exquifite 
pain, of his wound ; nor could his whole party, had their army met with a total 
overthrow, have been caft into greater confternation. The King himfelf fo highly 
valued him, that, either from generality or policy, he offered to fend his own fur
geon to afilft at his cure*. 

MANY were the virtues and talents of this eminent perfonage; and his valour, 
during the war, had fhone out with a luftre, equal to that of all the other ac· 
complifhments, by which he had ever been fo much diflinguifhed. Affability in 
converfation ; temper, art, and eloquence in debate; penetration and difcern
ment in council; induftry, vigilance, and enterprize in action; all thefe praifes, 
are unanimoufiy afcribed to him by hiftorians of the moft oppofite parties. His 
virtue too and integrity, in all the duties of private life, are allowed to have been 
beyond exception : We muft only be cautious, notwithftanding his generous zeal 
for liberty, not hafl:ily to afcribe to him the praifes of a good citizen. Thro' all 
the horrors of civil war, he fought the abolition of monarchy and fubverfion of 
the conftitution; an end, which, had it been attainable by peaceful meafures, 
ought carefully to have been avoided, by every lover of his country. But whe
ther, in the purfuit of this violent enterprize, he was actuated by private ambi
tion, or by honeft prejudices, derived from former abufes of royal authority, it be-

longs 

• Warwic's Memoirs. 
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longs not to an hiftorian of this age, fcarce even to an intimate friend, pofi- Chap VII. 

tively to determine*. 1643· 

EssEx, difcouraged by this event, difmayed by the total rout of \Valler, was 

farther informed, that the ~~en, who had landed in Burlington bay, was ad
vanced to Oxford, and had brought from the north a reinforcement of three 
thoufand foot and fifteen hundred horfe. From Thame and Aylefbury, where he 
had hitherto lain, he thought proper to retreat nearer London, and he 1howed to. his 
friends his broken and difheartened forces, which a few months before, he had 

led to the field in fo flouri1hing a condition. The King, free'd from this 
ene.my, fent his army weftward under Prince Rupert; and by conjunCtion with 

, the Cornifh troops, a very formidable force, for numbers, as well as reputation 
and valour, was compofed. That an enterprize, correfpondent to men's expeCta

tions, might be undertaken, the Prince refolved to lay fiege to Briftol, the fecond 
town for riches and greatnefs in the kingdom. N athaniel Fiennes, fon to Lord 

Say, himfelf, as well as his father, a great parliamentary leader, was governor, 
and 

• The author is fenfible, that much blame may be thrown upon him, on acc.ount of this la!l: 
daufe in Mr. Hambden's charaCter; a if he was willing to entertain a fufpicion of bad intentions, 
where the att:ions were praife-worthy. But the author's meaning is direCl:ly contrary : He e!l:eems the 

la!l: aetions of Mr. Hambden's life to have been very blameable; tho', as they were derived from good 

motives, only pufhed to an extreme, there is room left to believe, that the intentions of that patriot, as. 
well as of many of his Party, were extremely laudable. Had the preceding adminiftration of the King, 

which we are apt to call arbitrary, proceeded from ambition, and an unju!l: deft.gn of encroaching on 

the ancient liberties of the people, there would have been lefs reafon for giving him any truft, or leaving 

in his hands a confiderable fhare of that power, which he had fo much abufed. But if his meafures 
were derived, in a great meafure, from neceffity, and from a natural defire of defending that prero

gative, which was traniinitted to him from his anceftors, and which the parliament was vifibly en

croaching on.; there is no reaion, why he may not be cfteemed a very virtuous prince, and entirely wor

thy of truil fl·om his people. The attempt, therefore, of totally annihilating monarchical power \"as 

a very blameable extreme; efpecially, as it was attended with the danger, to fay the leaft, of a civiL 
war, which, befid<ts the numberlefs ills attending it, expofed liberty to much greater perils, than it 
could have incurred under the now limited authority of the King. But as thefe points could not be 

fuppofed fo clear during the time as they are, or may be, at prefent ; there are great reafons of alle

viation for men, who were heated by the controverfy, and engaged in the aCtion. And it is remark

able, that even at prefent (fuch is the force of party prejudices) there are few people, who have cool

nefs enough to fee thefe matters in a proper light, or are convinced that the parliament could pru

dently have ftopped in their pretenfions. They frill plead the violations of liberty ~ttempted by the 

King after granting the petition of right; without confidering the extreme harfh treatment, which he 

met with, after making that great conceffion, and the impoffibility of fupporting the government by 

the revenue then fettled on the crown. The wor!l: of it is, that there was a great tang of enthufiafm 
in the conduCt: of the parliamentary leaders, which, tho' it might render their conJua fincere, will 

not much enhance their charatter with pofterity. And tho' Hambden was, perhaps, lefs infette~ 
w.ith this fpirit, than many of his aifociates, he appears not to have been altogethet free from it •. 
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c! ·r· V L and commanded a garrifon of two thoufand five hundred foot, and two regiment , 
H><t-3· o:1e of horfe, another of dragoons. The fortifications not being compleat or re· 

g ular, it was refolved by Rupert to ftorm the city ; and next morning, with lit tle 
<)ther provifions, fuitab le to fuch a work, befides the courage of the troops, the 
alfau lt began. The Cornifh, in three divifions, attacked the weft fide, with a re
fulution, which nothing but death could controul: But tho, the middle divifion 
had already mounted the wall, fo great was the difadvantage of the ground, and 
fo brave the defence of the garrifon, that in the end the aifailants were repulfed, 
vith a confiderable lofs both of officers and fo 'diers. On the Prince's fide, the 

affault was conduCted with equal courage, and almoft with equal lofs, but with 
better fuccefs. One party, led by lord Grandifon, w.as bear off, and the com
mander himfelf mortally wounded : Another, conducted by Colonel Bellafis, met 
with a li ke fate: But W aihington with a lefs party, finding a place in the cur. 
tain weaker than the reft, broke in, and quickly made room for the horfe 
to follow. By this irruption however, nothing but the fuburbs was yet gained : 
'fhe entrance into the town was ftill more difficult: And by the lofs already 
fuftained, as well as by the profpect of farther danger, every one was extremely 

Brifiol taken. difcouraged : When to the great joy of the whole arn1y, the city beat a parley, 

J 
The garrifon were allowed to march out with their arms and baggage, leaving 

zs th of uly. . . . d 1 F h" . fl: f d. the1r cannon, ammumtwn, an co ours. or t 1s 10 ance o cowar 1ce, Fiennes 
was afterwards tried by a court-martial, and condtmned to lofe his head ; but 
the fentence was remitted by the general. 

GREAT complaints were made of violences, exercifed on the garrifon, con· 
trary to the capitulation. An apology was made, by the royalifts, as if thefe 
were a retaliation for fome violences, committed on their friends at the furrender 
of Reading. And under pretence of like retaliations, but really from the extreme 
animofity of the parties, were fuch irregularities continued during the whole 
courfe of the war. 

THE lofs, fuftained by the royalifts in the alfault of Briftol, was confiderable. 
Five hundred exc-ellent fo1diers perifhed. Among thofe of condition were Gran
difon, Slanning, Trevannion, and Moyle: Bellafis, Afhley, and Sir John Owen, 
were wounded: Yet was the fuccefs, upon the whole, fo confiderable as mightily 
dated the courage of the one party, and depre1fed that of the other. The King, to 
:fbow that he was not intoxicated with good fortune, nor afpired to a total victory 
over the par1iament, publilhed a manifefto, in which he renewed the proteftation for
merly taken, with great folemniry, at the head of his army, and expreffed his firm 
.intention of making peace upon the re-eftablilhment of the confl:itution. Hav .. 
ingjoined the camp at Brift?J, and fent Prince Maurice with a detachment in-

to 
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to Devonfhire, he deliberated how to · employ the remaining forces, i at enterprize of importance. Some propofed, and feemingly with great reaion, to march direCtly to London ; where every thing was in great confufioo, where the army was baffled, weakened and difmayed, and where, it was I oped, either by an infurrection, by victory, or by treaty, a fpeedy end might be put to the civil diforders : But this undertaking, by reafon of the grelt number and force of the London militia, was thought by many to be attended with con!iclerab]e dif-ficulties. Glocdl:er, lying within twenty n1iles, prefented an eafi~r, and yet a very important conque!l:. It was the only remaining garrifon poffefied by the parliam'ent in thofe parts. Could that city ·be reduced, the King held the whole courfe of the Se\'ern under his command ; the rich and male-content counties of the weft, having lofr all protection from their friends, n1ight be enforced to pay high contributions, as an atonement for their difaffection ; an open communica-tion could be prei~rved between Wales and thefe new conq1:1e!l:s ; and half of the kingdom, being intirely freed from the enemy, and thus united into one firm body, might be employed in re-eftabliibing the King's authority throughout the remainder. Thefe were the reafons for embracing that refolution; fataJ, as it was ever e!l:eemed, to the royal part}'. 

Chap. V r. 
1643· 

THE governor of Glocefter was one Maffey, a foldier of fortune, who, before he s· f GI engaged with 'the parliament, had offered his fervice to the King; and as he was c~~~~. 0 
o~ free from the fumes of enthufiafin, by which moft of the officers on that fide were intoxicated, he would lend an ear, it was prefumed, to propofals for accommodation. But Maffey was refolute to preferve an intire fidelity to his ma-fters ; and tho' no enthufiaft himfelf, he well knew how to employ to advantage that enthufiafric fpirit, fo prevalent in his city and garrifon. The fummons to furrender allowed two hours for an anfwer : But before that time expired, there toth of Aug. appeared before the King two citizens, with lean, pale, fharp, and difmal vifages : Faces, fo ftrange and uncouth, according to Lord Clarendon; figures, fo habited and accoutered ; as at once moved the moft fevere countenances t.P mirth, and the moft cheerful hearts to fadnefs : It feemed impoffible, that fuch ambaffadors could bring lefs than a defiance. The men, without any circumftance of duty or good manners, in a pert, fhrilJ, undifmayed accent, faid, that they brought an anfwer from the godly city of GJocefter : And extremely ready were they, according to the hifi:orian, to give infolent and feditious replies to any queftions; as if their bufinefs were chiefly, by provoking the King, to make him violate his own fafe conduCt. The anfwer from the city was in thefe words. " We the in"' habitants, magifl:rates, officers and foldiers, within the garrifon of Glocefter, " unto his Majefty's gracious meffage, return this humble anfwer: That we do VoL. I. Y y " keep 
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Chap. VII. " keep this city, according to our oaths and allegiance, to and for the ufe of his 
1643· " Majefty and his royal pofterity: And do accordingly conceive ourfelves whoLy 

" bound to o'Jcy the commands of his M.1j Jl:j fignified by both houfes of par. 

" liament: And are refolved by God's help to keep this city accordingly." Af

ter thefe preliminaries, the fiege was refolutely undertaken by the army, and as 

refolutely fuftained by the garrifon. 

WHEN intellige-nce of the fiege of Gloce:'~er arrived in London, the confier· 

nation, among the inhabitants, was as great, as if the enemy \\ere already at 

their gates. The rapid progrefs of the royalifts thr(atened the parliament with a 

fudden conqueft: The factions and difcontents, among themfelves, in ti'e city, 

and throughout the neighbouring counties, prognofticated fome dangerous divifion 

or infurreB:ion. Thofe parliamentary leader', it muft be owned, who had intro

duced fuch mighty innovations into the Engli!h conftitution, and who had project

ed fo much greater, had not engaged in an enterprize, which exceeded their cou~ 

rage and capacity. Great vigour, from the brginning, as well as wifdom, they 

had difplayed in all their councils; and a furious, head-ftrong body, broke loofe 

from the reflraint of law, had hitherto been retained in fubjeB:ion .under their au

thority, and firmly united by zeal and paffion, as by the m oft legal and eftabliih

ed government. A fmall committee, on whom the two houfes devolved their 

power, had directed all their councils, and had preferved a fecrecy in deliberation, 

and a promptitude in execution, beyond what the King, notwithftanding the ad

vantages poffeffed by a fingle leader, had ever been able to attain. Senfible that 

no jealoufy was by their partizans entertained againft them, they had, on all oc

cafions, exerted an authority much more defpotic, than the royalifts, even during 

the preffing exigencies of war, could with patience endure in their fovereign. 

Whoever incurred their difpleafure, or was expofed to their fufpicion, was com

mitted to prifon, and profecuted under the notion of delinquency : After all the 

old jails were full, many news ones were erected ; and even the fhips were crowd

ed with the royalitts, both gentry and clergy, who languilhed below decks, and 

periihed in thofe unhealthy confinements: They impofed taxes, the heavieft, and 

of the m oft unufual nature, by an ordinance of the two houfes : They voted a 

commiffion for fequefl:ration ; and they feized, where-ever they had power, the 

revenues of all the King's party * : And knowing, that themfelves and all their 

minifters, were, by refifting the prince, expofed to the penalties of law, they 

refolved, with a fevere adminifl:ration, to overcome thefe terrors, and retain the 

- people in obedience, by penalties of a more immediate execution. In the be
ginning 

ff The K:ng afterwards copied from this example; but as the far greatefr part of the nobility and 

J01ndeJ V entry we1 e his friends, he reaped much lefs profit from this meafm:e. 
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ginning of this fummer, a combination, formed againil: them m London, had Chap. V f. 

obliged them to exert the plenitude of their authoriry. I b43· 

EoMOND W ALLER, the firft refiner of Englifh verfification, was a member 
of the lower houfe ; a man of confiderable fortune, and not more di!l:i;1guifi1 d 
by his poetical genius, than by his parliamentary talents, and by the politenefs 
and elegance of his manners. As full of keen fatyr and inveCtive in his elo
quence, as of tendernefs and panegyric in his poetry, he caught the attention of 
his hearers, and exerted the utmofl: boldnefs in blaming thofe violent councils, 
by which the commons were governed. Finding all oppofition within doors to 
be fruitlefs, he endeavoured to form a party without, which might oblige the 
parliament to accept of reafonable conditions, and reftore peace to the nation. 
rfhe charms of his converfation, joined to his cbaraCl:er of courage and integrity, 
had procured him the intire confidence of Northumberland, Conway, and every 
~minent perfon of either fex who refided in London. They opened their breaft 
to him without referve, and expreffed their deteftation of the furious meafures, 
purfuerl by the commons, and their wifhes, that fome expedient could be found 
for ftopping fo impetuous a career. Tomkins, W aller's brother-in-law, and 
Chaloner, the intimate friend of Tomkins, had entertained like fentiments; and 
as the connexions of thefe two gentlemen lay chiefly in the city, they informed 
W aller, that the fame abhorrence of war prevailed there, among all men of rea ... 
fon and moderation. Upon refleCl:ion, it feemed not impraCticable, that a com
bination might be framed between the lords and citizens ; and, by mutual con
cert, the illegal taxes be refufed, which the parliament, without the royal affent, 
impofed on the people. While this affair was in agitation, and lifts were forming 
of fuch as they conceived to be well affeCted to their defign; a fervant of Tom
kins, who had overheard their difcourfe, immediately carried the intelligence to 
Pym. Waller, Tomkins, and Chaloner were feized, and tried by a court-martial. 
They were all three condemned, and the two latter executed on gibbets, erected 
before their own doors. A covenant, as a teft, was taken* by the lords and 
commons, and impofed on their army, and on all who lived within their quarters. 
Befides refolving to amend and reform their lives, the covenanters vow, that they 
never will lay down their arms, fo long as the papifts, now in open war againft the 
parliament, Ihall, by force of arms, be proteCl:ed againft ju!tice; they exprefs 
their abhorrence of the late confpiracy ; and they promife to affift to the utmoft 
the forces, raifed by both houfes, againft the forces, levied by the King. 

WALL ER, fo foon as imprifoned, fenfible of the great danger, into which he 
was fallen, was fo feized with the dread of death, that all his former fpirit de-. 

Y y 2 ferted 
• 6th of June. 
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ferted him; and he confeffcd whatevu he knew, without fparing his mofl: inti
mate friends, without regard to the confidence repofed m him, without difl:in
guifhing between the negligence of familiar convcrfation and the fchemes of a 
regular confpiracy. With the moft profound diffirnul1tion, he counterfeited fuch 
remorfe of confcience, that his execution was put orT, out of mere chriftian-com
paffion, till he n1ight recover the ufe of his underftanding. He invited vifits from 
the ruling clergy of all feEts ; and while he exprefTed his own penitence, he re
ceived thtir devout exhortations with humility and reverence, as conveying clearer 
conviction and information, than in his life he had ever before attained. Pre
fents too, of which, as well as of flattery, thefe holy men were not infenfible, 
were diftributed among them ; as a fmall retribution for their prayers and ghoftly 
council. And by all thefe artifices, more than from any regard to the beauty of 
his genius, of which, during that time of furious cant and faCtion, fmall ac
count would be made, he prevailed fo far as to have his life fpared, and a fine of 
ten thoufand pounds accepted in lieu of it. 

THE feverity, exercifed againft the confpiracy or rather project of Wall er, 
increafed the authority of the parliament, and feemed to enfure them againft 
like attempts for the future. But, by the progref.c; of the King's arms, the de
feat of Sir vVilliam Wailer, the taking of Briftol, the fiege of Glocefter, a cry 
for peace was renewed, and with more violence than ever. Crowds of women, 
with a petition for that purpofe, flocked about the houfe, and were fo clamorous 
and importunate, that orders were given for difperfing them ; and fome of the 
females were killed in the fray. Bedford, Holland, and Conway, had deferred 
the parliament, and had gone to Oxford; Clare and Love1ace had followed them : 
Northumberland had retired to his country-feat: Effex himfelf !bowed extreme 
rliffatisfatlion, and exhorted the parliament to make peace. The upper houfe 
fent down terms of accommodation more moderate than had hitherto been in
fHl:ed on. It even palfed by a majority among the commons, that thefe propo
fals fhould be tranfmitted to the King. The violent zealots took the alarm. A 
petition againft peace was framed in the city and prefented by Pennington, the 
factious mayor. Multitudes attended him, and renewed all the former menaces 
a~ainft the moderate party*. The pulpits thundered, and rumours were fpread 
of twenty ihoufand Irifh, who had landed, and were to cut the throats of every 
protefiant. Tl:ie majority was again turned to the other fide; and all thoughts of 
pacification being difmiffed, every preparation was made for refiftance, and for the 
immediate relief of Glocefter, on which, the parliament were fenfible, all their 
hopes of fuccefs in the war did fo 01UCh aepend. 

MASSEY, 
* Clarendon, Hollis, &c. 
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MA SEY, refolute to ri1ake a vigorous defence, anc, having under his corn- Clnp. VJif. 

mand a city and gar~ifon, ambitious of the cro•vvn of martyrdom, had hitherto 1643 · 

maintained the fiege with courage and capacity, and had much retarded all the 
advances of the King's army. By continual fal!ies, he infefted them in th ir 
trenches, and gained fudden advantages over them; By dilputing every inch of 
ground, he repreffed the vigour and alacrity of their courage, elated by former 
fi.1ccclfes. His garrifon, however, was reduced to the laft extremity ; and he 
failed not, from time to time, to inform the parliament, that, unlefs fpeedily re-
lieved, he would be neceffitated, from the extreme want of provifions and ammu-
nition, to open his gates to the enemy. 

TnE parliament, in order to repair their broken conClition, and put themfelves 
in a poihue of defence, now exerted to the utmof.l: their power and authority. 
T'hey voted that an army fhould be levied under Sir William Wailer, whom, 
notwithfi:anding his misfortunes, they loaded with extraordinary careffcs. I Iav
ing affoeiared in their caufc, the counties of Hertford, Eifex, Cambridge, Nor
folk, Suffolk, Lincoln, Huntington, they gave the Earl of .l'v1anchefter a eo 1-

miffion to be general vf the affociation, and appointed an army to be levied un
der his command. BL!t above all, they were intent that Effex's army, on 
which their whole fortune depended, ihould be put in a condition of marching 
againfi: the King. They afrefh excited their preachers to furious declamations 
againH: the royal callfe : They even employed the expedient of preffing, tho' abo
lilhed by a late law, for which they had ftrenuoufly contended: And they en
gaged the city to fend four regiments of its militia to the relief of Glocef
ter. All fhops, in the mean while, they ordered to be fhut; and every man ex
pected, with che utmofi: anxiety, the event of that important enterprize. 

EssEX, carrying with him a well appointed army of r 4000 men, took the ro~d 
of B~dford and Leicefl.er; and, tho' inferior i11. cavalry, yet, by the mere force 
of condt.Et ' and d• fci line, he pafr.d over thofe open chal.1paigne countries, and 
defended himfelf from the enemies' horfe, who had advanced to meet him, and 
who infefted him during his whole march. As he approached to Glocefi:er, the sth of Sep~. 
King was obliged to raife the fiege, and open the way for Effex's entranc:e into 
that city. The neceffities of the garrifon were <rxtreme. One barrel of po .vd"r 
was thei; whole frocl· of ammunition remaining; and their other provifions "V'ere 
in the fame prvportion. Elfex had brought with him military ftore ; and the 
neigh ourit~g counrry abundantly fupplied hi 11 with v.itl:uals of ev ry I ~ ind. The 
iniubitants had ea efully concealed all provifions from the King's army, and pre-
tending to be quite exhaufb:d, had ref~rved their fi:ores for that ~Caufe wl ich they 
fo ~1u- h favoured. 

THE 
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THE chief difficulty fiill re mained. Effex dreaded a battle with the Kng's 
arn1y, on account of their great fuperiority of horfe; and he refolved to return, 
if poffibl ~ , without: running that hazard. He lay five days at Teukeflury, 
which was his firH: !lage, and feigned by fome preparations, to point tm~ards 
\Vorcefter. By a forced march, during the night, he reached Cirencefi:er, and 
obtained the double advantage, of palling unmolefl:ed an open country, arrl of 
furprizing a convoy of proviGons, which lay in that town. Without dela), he 
proceeded towards London; but, when he re..ached N ewbury, he WJs furp·ized 
to find, that the King, by hafl:y marches, had arrived before him, and wm al

ready poifdfed of that place. 

zoth Sept . 

Battle of 
.1. • cwbury. 

I-

AN aCtion was now unavoidable ; and Effex prepared for it with prefen:e of 
. mind, and not without n1ilitary conduct. On both fides the battle was frught 

with defperate valour and a fl:eddy bravery. Effex's horfe were feveral 1imes 
broke by the King's, but his infantry maintained themfe1ves in firn1 array ; and, 
befides giving a continued fire, they prefented an invincible rampart of pikes a~ainft 
the furious impulfe of Prince Rupert and thofe gallant troops of gentry, of \~hich 
the royal cavalry was 'chiefly compofed. The London militia efpecially, tho' ut
terly unacquainted with action, tho' drawn but a few days before from their ordi
nary occupations, yet, having exactly learned all military exercifes, and being 
animated with unconquerable zeal for the caufe, in which they were engtged, 
equalled, on this occafion, what could be expected from the moO: veteran fHces. 
While the armies were engaged with the utmofl: ardour, night put an end o the 
action, and left the event undecided. Next morning, Eifex proceeded 01 his 
march ; and tho' his rear was once put into fome diforder by an incurfion o~ the 
King's horfe, he reached London in fafety, and received deferved applauf:! for 
his conduct and fuccefs in the whole enterprize. The King followed him m his 
march, and having taken poffeffion of Reading, after the Earl left it, he there 
eftabli!hed a garrifon ; and ftraitened, by that means, London and the quarters of 

the enemy. 
IN the battle of N ewbury, on the part of the King, be fides the Ear Is of Sun

derland and Carnarvon, two Noblemen of promifing hopes; was unfortunately 
fiain, to the great regret of every lover of ingenuity and virtue throughou: the 
kingdom, Lucius Cary, Lord Vifcount Falkland, fecretary of ftate. :&fore 
affen1bling the prefent parliament, this man, devoted to the purfuits of learn
ing, and to the fociety of all the polite and elegant, had enjoyed himfelf in tvery 
pleafure, which a fine genius, a generous difpofition, and an opulent fotune 
could afford. Called into public life, he ftood foren1oft in all attacks or. the 
exorbitant prerogative of the crown ; and difplayed that n1afcL1line eloqu~nce, 
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and tindaunted love of liberty, which? from his intimate acquaintance with the Chap. VII. 
I6f 3· 

fublime fpirits of antiquity, he had greedily imbibed. When civil convulfions 
proceeded to extremity, and it became req uiGte for him to choofe his fide ; he 
tempered the ardour of his zeal, and embraced the defence of thofe limited 
powers, which remained to monarchy, and which he efteemed neceffary for the 
fupport of the Engliih conftitution. Still anxious, however, for his country, 
he feems to luve dreaded the too profperous fuccefs of Lis own party as much 
as of the enemy ; and, among his intimate friends, often, after a deep filence, 
and frequent fighs, he would, with a fad accent, re · iterate the word, Peace. 
In excufc for the too free expoGng of his perfon, which f~emed unfuitable in a 
fecretary, he alleged, that it became him to be more aEt:ive than other men in 
all hazardous enterprizes, lefl his impatience for peace might bear the imputa-
tion of cowardice or pufillanimity. From the commencement of the war his 
natur:1l chearfulnefs and vivacity became clouded ; and even his ufual attention 
to drefs, required by his birth and ftation, gave way to a negligence, which 
was eafily obfervable. On the morning of the battle, in which he fell, he had 
fhown fome care for the auorning his perfon; and gave for a reafon, that the 
enemy fl1ould not find his body in any £1ovenly, indecent fituation. " I am 
'' weary," fubjoined he, " of the times, and forefee much mifery to my coun~ 
" try ; but believe, that I fhall be out of it 'ere night." This excellent perfon 
was but thirty four years of age, when a period was put to his life. 

THE lofs fuftained on both fides, in the battle of Newbury, and the advanced 

feafon, obliged the armies to retire into winter-quarters. 
IN the north, during this fummer, the great intereft and popularity of the Actions in the 

Earl, now created Marquefs of Newcafl:lc, had raifed a very conficierable force north. 

for the King; and great hopes of fuccefs were entertained from that quarter. 
There appeared, however, in oppofition to him, two men, on whom the event 
of the war finally depended, and who began, about this time, to be remarked 
for their valour and military conduEt:. Thefe were Sir Thomas Fairfax, fon to 
the lord of that name, and Oliver Cromwel. The former gained a conGderable 
advantage at Wakefield * over a detachment of royalifts, and took General Gor-
ing prifoner: The latter obtained a viCtory at Gainfborow t over a party command-
ed by the gallant Cavendifh, who perifhed in the aEt:ion. But both thefe defeats of 
the royalifls were more than fufficiently compenfated by the total rout of Lord 
Fairfax at Atherton moor t, and the difperfion of his whole army. After this 
viB:ory, Newcaftle, with an army of 1 ;ooo men, fat down before Hull. I-IoA 
tham was no longer governor of this place. That gentleman an l his fon, 

partly 
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Chap. va. partly from a jealoufy of Lord Fairfax, partly from a repentance of their en· 
1613

· gagements againft the King, had entered into a correfpondence with Newcaftle, 
and had expre.ffed an intention of delivering Hull into his hands. But their con· 
fpi racy being difcovered, they were arrefted and fent prifoners to London ; where, 
without any regard to their former fervices, they fell, both of them, viEtims to 
the feve rity of the parliament. 

NEWCAST LE, having carried on the attack of Hull for fome time, was beat 
ofF by a fall y of the garrifon *, and fuffered fo much, that he thou)1t proper to 
raife the fiege. About the f.1me time, Manchefter, who advanced ·from the 
eJfl:ern affociated counties, having joined Cromwel and young Fairfax, obtained 
a confiderable viCtory over the royalifts at Horn·Caftle; where the two officers 
bft mentioned gained great renown for their conduct and gallantry. And tho' 
for tune had thus ballanced her favours, the King's party ftill remained much 
fuperior in thofe parts of England ; and had it not been for the garrifon of Hull, 
which kept Y orldhire in awe, a conjunCtion of the northern forces, with the army 
in the fouth, had probably enabled the King, infi:ead of entering on the unfortu
nate, perhaps imprudent, enterprize of Glocefi:er, to march direCtly to London, 

. and put an end to the war. 

\V HILE the military enterprizes were carried on with vigoi in England, and 
the event became every day n1ore doubtful, both parties cafi: their eyes towards 
the neighbouring kingdoms, and fought affiftance for the finifhing that enterprize, 
in which their own forces experienced fuch furious oppofition. The parliament 
had recourfe to Scotland ; the King, to Ireland. 

WHEN the Scotch covenanters obtained that end for which they fo earneftly 
longed, the eftablifhment of prefbyterian difcipline in their own country, they 
were not fatisfied, but indulged frill an ardent paffion for propagating, by all 
n1ethods, that mode of religion in the neighbouring kingdoms. Having flattered 
themfelves, in the fervor of their zeal, that, by fupernatural affiftances, they 
would be enabled to carry their triumphant covenant to the gates of Rome itfelf, 
it behoved them firft to render it prevalent in England, which already 1howed 
fo great a difpofition to receive it. Even in the articles of pacification, they 
exprdfed a defire of uniformity in worfhip with England; and the King, em· 
playing general expreffions, had approved of this inclination, as pious and lauda
ble. No fooner was there any appearance of a rupture, than the Englifh parlia
ment, in order to allure that nation into a clofe confederacy, openly declared 
thei r wifl1es of ecclefiaHical reformation, and of imitating the example of their 

northern 

* 12th of OCtober. 



CHARLES I. 53 
northern brethren. When war was actually commenced, the fame artifices were Chap. Vf • 
ufed ; and the Scotch beheld, with the utmoft impatience, a fcene of action 164J· 
of which they could not deem themfelves indifferent fpeCl:ators. Should the King, 
they faid, be able, by force of arms, to prevail over the parliament of England, 
and re-eftablifi1 his authority in that powerful kingdom, he will undoubtedly 
retraCl: all thofe conceffions, wh:ch, with fo many circum!tances of violence and 
indignity, the Scotch have extorted from him. Befides a fenfe of his own in-
tereft and a regard to royal power, which has been entirely annihilated in this 
country ; his very paffion for prelacy and for religious ceremonies rnuft lead him 
to invade a church, which he has ever been taught to regard as antichriftian and 
unlawful. Let us but confider who the perfons are that compofe the factions 
now fo furiouily engaged in arms. Does not the parliament confiil of thofe very 
men, who have ever oppofed all war . with Scotland, who have ·puniihed the au-
thors of our oppreffions, who have obtained us the redrefs of every grievance, 
and who, with many honourable expreffions, have conferred on us an ample re-
ward for our brotherly affiftance? And is not the court full of papifts, prelates, 
malignants; all of them zealous enemies to our religious model, and refolute 
to facrifice their lives for their idolatrous eftabliiliments ? Not to mention our 
own neceffary fecurity; can we better exprefs our gratitude to heaven for that 
pure light, with which we are, above all nations, fo eminently difiinguiihed, 
than by conveying the fame divine knowledge to our unhappy neighbours, who 
are wading thro' a fea of blood in order to attain it ? Thefe were in Scotland 
the topics of every converfation : With thefe doCtrines the pulpits ecchoed : And 
the famous curfe of Meroz, that curfe fo folemnly denounced and re-iterated, 
againil: neutrality and moderation, refounded from all quarters*. 

THE parliament of England had ever invited the Scotch, from the commence-· 
ment of the civil diffentions, to interpofe their mediation, which, they knew, 
would be fo little favorable to the King: And the King, for that very reafon, 
had ever endeavoured, with the leail: offenfive expreffions, to decline it. Early 
this fpring, Loudon, Lord chancellor, with other commiffioners, and attended 
by Henderfon, a popular and intriguing preacher, was fent to the King at Ox
ford, and renewed the offer of mediation; but with the fame fuccefs as before. 
The commiffioners were alfo empowered to prefs the King on the article of re
ligion, and -to recommend to him the Scotch model of ecclefiaftical worihip and 
difcipline. This was touching Charles in a very tender point : 1-Iis honour, his 

VoL. I. Z z con-

• Curfe ye Meroz, faid the angel of the Lord ; curfe ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof: becaufe 
hey came not to the help of the Lord, to the hel,p of the LQrd againit the might.y. Judges, ch<ip, 
V. ver. 23. 
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confcience, as well as his interefi, he believed to be intimately concerned in fup. 
parting prelacy and the liturgy. He begged the commiffioners, therefore, to re
main fatisfied with the conceffions wh;ch he had made to Scotland ; and having 
mode led their own church according to their own principles, to leave their neign
bours in the like liberty, and not to intermeddle with aff.1irs, of which they could 
not be fuppo:ed competent judges. 

THE divines of Oxford, fecure, as they imagined, of a victory, by means of 
their authorities from church hiftory, their citations from the fathers, and their 
fpiritual arguments, defired a conference with Henderfon, and undertook, by dint 
of reafoning, to convert that great apoftle of the north : But Henderfon, who 
had ever regarded as impious the leaft doubt with regard to his own principles, 
and who knew of a much better way to reduce opponents than the employing 
any theological topics, abfolutely refufed all difputation or controverfy. Tht 
Englifh divines went away, full of admiration at the blind aifurance and bigotted 
prejudices of the man : He, on his part, was moved with equal wonder at their 
obftinate attachment to fuch grofs errors and delufions. 

BY the conceffions which the King hau granted to Scotland, it became neceffa· 
ry for him to fummon a parliament once in three years; and in June of the fub
fequent year, was fixed the period for the meeting of that affembly. Before that 
time elapfed, Charles flattered himfelf, that, by fome decifive advantage, he 
ihould be able to reduce the Englifh parliament to a reafonable fubmiffion, and 
might then expeCt with fecurity the meeting of a Scotch parliament. Tho' 
earne1l1y follicited by Loudon to fummon prefently that great council of the 
nation, he abfolutely refufed to give authority to men, who had already excited 
fuch dangerous commotions, and who fhow.ed Hill the fame difpofition to refift 
and invade his authority. The commiffioners, therefore, not being able to pre
vail in any of their demands, defired the King's paffport for London, where they 
propofed to confer with the Englifh parliament ; and being likewife denied this 
requeft, they returned with extreme diffatisfaction to Edinburgh. 

TH:E office of confervators of the peace was newly erected in Scotland, in or
der to maintain the confederacy between the two kingdoms; and thefe, infti
gated by the clergy, were refolved, fince they could not obtain the King's con
fent, to fummon, in his name, but by their own authority, a convention of 
efiates ; and to bereave their fovereign of this article, the only one which re
mained of his prerogative. U ncler colour of providing for national peace, en
dangered l y the neighbourhood of Englifh _flrmies, was a convention called*; an 
afftmbly, which, tho' it meets with lefs folemnity, has tl~e fame authority as a 
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parliament, in railing money and levying forces, I Jan~ilton, and his brother CbD. YII. 
the Earl of Laneric, who had been fent into Scotland, in order to oppofe thefe x(j+J · 
n1eafures, wanted either authority or fincerity ; and paffively yielded to the tor-
rent. The general affembly of the church met together with the convention, 
and exercifing an authority almoft abfolute over the whole civil power, made 
every political confideration yield to their theological zeal and prejudices. 

THE Engli!h parliament were, at that time, fallen into great djftrefs, by 
the progrefs of the King's arms ; and they gladly fent to Edinburgh commif .. 
fioners, with ample powers, to treat of a nearer un:on and confederacy with 
the Scotch nation. The perfons employed were the Earl of Rutland, Sir Wil-
liam Armyne, Sir Henry Vane the younger, Thomas I-Iatcher and Henry Darley, 
attenaed with Marfhal and N ye, two clergymen of fignal authority. In this 
nt>gotiation, the man chiefly trufl:ed to was Vane, who, in eloquence, addrefs, ca-
pacity, as well as in art and diffimulation, was not furpa!fed by any one, even 
during that age, fo famous for aEtive talents. By his perfuafion was formed at 
Edinburgh that SOLEMN LEAGUE AND COVE~ ANT ; which effaced all the former 
proteil:ations and vows, taken in both kingdoms ; and long maintained its credit Solemn 
and authority. This covenant, be fide engaging to mutual defence againft all op- league an · 

. . covenanL 
ponents, bound the fubfcnbers to endeavour, Without refpect of perfons, the ex-
tirpation of popery -and prelacy, fuperftition, herefy, fchifm, and profanenefs ; 
to maintain the rights and privileges of parliaments, together with the king's autho-
rity ; and to difcover and bring to juftice all incendiaries and malignants. 

THE fubfcribers to the covenant vowed alfo to preferve the reformed religion 
eftablifhed in the church of Scotland ; but by the artifice of Vane no declara
tion more explicite was made with regard to England and Ireland, than that there 
kingdoms fhould be reformed, according to the word of God and the example 
of the pureft churches. The Scotch zealots, vvhen prelacy was abjured, deemed 
this expreffion quite free from ambiguity, and regarded their own model as the 
only one which correfponded, in any degree, to fuch a defcription : But that 
able politician had other views ~ and while he employed his great talents in 
over-reaching the prefbyterians, and fecretly laughed at their fimplicity, he had 
blindly devoted hin1felf to the maintenance of fyftems, ftill more abfurd and 
n1ore dangerous. 

IN the Engli!h parliament there remained fome members, who, tho' they had 
been induced, either by private ambition or by zeal for civil liberty, to concur 
with the majority, fti\l retained an attachment to the hierarchy and to the antient 
n1odes of woriliip. But in the prefent danger, which threatened their caufe, all 
fcruples were removed ; and the covenant, by whofe means alone, they could 
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expeCt: to obtain fo confiderable a re-inforcement, as the acceffion of the whole 
Scotch nation, was received without oppofition. The parliament, therefore) 
having fir it fubfcribed it themfel ves, ordered it to be received by all who lived 
under their authority. 

GREAT were the rejoicings among the Scotch, tnat they fhould be the happy 
inftruments of extending their mode of religion, and difilpating that profound 
darknefs in which their neighbouring nations were involved. The general am~m
bly applauded this glorious imitation of the piety difplayed by their anceftors, 
who, they faid, by three different applications, during the reign of Elizabeth, 
had endeavoured to engage the Englifh, by perfuafion, to lay afide the ufe of the 
furplice, tippet, and corner cap. The convention too, in the height of their 
zeal, ordered every one to fwear to this covenanr!' under the penalty of confifca
tion, befide what farther punifhment it fhould pleafe the enfuing parliament to 
infliCt: on the refufers, as enemies to God, to the king, and to the kingdom. And 
being determined that the fword fhould carry conviction to all refractory minds, 
they prepared themfelves, with great vigilance and activity, for their military en
terprizes. By means (Jf a hundred thoufand pounds, which they received from 
England; by the hope~ of good pay and warm quarters; not to mention men's 
favourable difpofition t(}wards the caufe ; they foon compleated their levies. And 
having added the troop) which they had recalled from Ireland, they were ready,_ 
about the end of the year, to enter England, under the command of their old 
general, the Earl of Leven, with an army of above twenty thoufand men. 

Tal! King, forefeeing this tempeft which was gathering tlpon him, endeavoured 
o fecure himfelf by every expedient ; and he caft his eyes towards Ireland, in. 

hopes, that that kingdom, from which his cau[e had already receiyed fo mud 
prejudice, might, at laft, contribute fomewhat towards his protecbon and fe
curity. 

AFTER the commencement of the Irilh infurreB:ion, the Eng1ifh parliament, 
tho' they undertook the fuppreffion of it, had ever been too much engaged, ei rher 
in military projects or expeditions at home, to take any effectual ftep towards 
the finifhing that enterprize. They had entered indeed into a contraEt with the 
Scotch, for fending over an army of ten thoufand men into Ireland ; and in order 
to engage that nation into fuch an undertaking, befide the promife of pay, they 
agreed to put Caric-Fergus into their hands, and to inveft their general with an 
authority quite independent of the Englifh government. Thefe troops, fo long 
its they were allowed to remain, were ufefuJ, by diverting the force of the Iriih 
ebels, and protecting [n the north the fmall remnants of the Britifh planters. 
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But except this contraCt: \ ith the Scotch nation, all tlle other meafures of the Ch:1 •• ' I 

parli ment were hitherto either abfolutely inGgnifiC'ant, or tended rather to the 1 '-'43 .. 

prejudice of the proteftant caufe in Ireland. By continuing their furious p rie. 
cution, and frill ore furious menaces againit prieils and papifrs, they rendered 
the lril11 Catholics obilinate in their rebel.ion, and cut off all hopes of indu lgence 
and to1eration. By difpofing before-h nd of all the lri!h forfeitures to fubfcribers 
or adventurers, they rendered all men of property defperate, and feemed to 
threaten a total extirpation of the natives. And while they thus infufed fpirit 
and animofiry into the enemy, no meafure was purfued, which could tend t 

fupport or encourage the proteftants, now reduced to the laft extremity. 

So great is the afcendant, which, from a long courte of fucceffes, the Engl i!h 
has acquired over the Iril11 nation, that tho' the latter, when they receive mili-
tary difcipline among foreigners, are not furpaffed by any troops, they ha 7 e 
never, in their own country, been able to make any vigorous effort for the i -
fence or recovery of their liberties. In many renc_ount~rs, the Englill1, under 
Lord More, Sir \Villiam St. Leger, Sir Frederic I-Iami1L01, and others, had, tho' 
with great difadvantage of fituation and numbers, put the l:ifh to rout, and return
ed ~n triumph to Dublin. The rebels raifed the fiege of Tredah, after an ob!li
nate defence made by the garrifon. Ormond had obtain~d t\VO compleat viC1:0_ 
ries, at Kilrufh and H.ofs ; and had brought relief to all the forts, which \Vere 
befieged or blockaded in different parts of the kingdom. But notwithftanding 
all thefe fucceffes, even the moft common neceffaries of life were wanting to the 
victorious armies. The Iri(h, in their wild rage againft t)e Britiili planters, had 
laid wafte the whole kingdom, ana were themfeives totally unfit, from their bar 
barous fioth and ignorance, to raife any convenience of human life. During the 
courfe of fix months, no fupplies had come from ~ngland ; except the fourth part 
of one fmall veffel's lading. Dublin, to fave itfi If from ftarving, had been. 
obliged to fend the greateft part of its inhabitants to England. The army ha 
little ammunition, fcarce exceeding 40 barrels of powder ; not tven fhoes or 
cloaths ; and for want of food, the cavalry had been obliged to eat their own 
horfes. And tho' the difireffts of the lri!h were not muca inferior; befides that 
they were more hardened againfi fuch e/tremi ·ies, it was but a meltancholy pro
fpeEt, that the two nations, while they continued their furious animofities, Jhoul 
make defolate that fertile if1and, which might ferve to the fubfiftence and hap
pinefs of both. 

THE juft:ices a d counc'l of Ireland had been engaged, chiefly by the interefr 
and authority of Ormond, to fall into an entire defendance on the King. Par_ 
fons, Temple, Loft us, aud Meredith, who fetmed to incline tqwards the oppc • 

fi'" 
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fite party, had been removed ; and Charles had fupplied their place by others 
better affeCted to his fervice. A committee of the Engli!h houfe of commons, 
which had been fent over to Ireland, in order to conduct the affairs of that king
dom, had been excluded the council, in obedience to orders tranfmitted from the 
King. And thefe were reafons fufficient, befides the great difficulties under 
which they themfelves laboured, why the parliament were unwilling to fend fup· 
plies to an army, which, tho' engaged in a caufe they much favoured, was en
tirely governed by their declared enemies. 

THE King, as he had neither money, arms, ammunition, nor provifions to 
- fpare from his own urgent wants, refolved to embrace an expedient, which 

n1ight, at once, relieve the neceffities of the Irifh proteftants-, and contribute to 
the advancement of his affairs in England. A ceffation with the rebels, he 
thought, would enable his fubjeB:s in Ireland to provide for their own fupport, 
and procure hi1n the affiftance of the army againft the Englifh parliament. But 
as a treaty with a people, fo odious for their religion and their barbarities, might 
be reprefented in very invidious colours, and renew all thofe calumnies with 
which he had been loaded ; it was nt ceffary to proceed with great caution in conducling that meafure. A remonflrartce from the army was made to the Iri!h 
council, reprefenting their intolerable neceffities, and craving permiffion to leave 
the kingdom : And if that was refufed, rVe mufl have recourfe, they faid, to that 
firft and primary law, with 'which God has endowed all men ; we mean the law of na
ture, which teaches every creature to preferve itfelf. Memorials both to the KinO' 

0 and parliament were tranfmitted by the juftices and council, in which their wants 
and dangers are il:rongly fet forth; and tho' the general expreffions in thefe memo
rials might perhaps be fufpeB:ed of exaggeration, yet, from the particular faCts 
Inentioned, from the confeffion of the Englifh p~rliament, and from the very nature 
of things, it is apparent, that the Irifl1 protefiants were reduced to great extre
mities*; and it became prudent 10 the King, if not abfolutely necefiary, to em
brace fome expedient, which might fecure them, for a time, from the ruin and 
mifery with which they were threatened. 

AccoRDINGLY, the King gave orders t to Ormond and the juftices to con
clude, for a year, a ceffation with the council of Kilkenny, by whom the Irifh \A ere 
governed, and to leave both fides in poffeffion of their prefent advantages. The 

parliament, 

'"'SeefartherCarte'sOrrnond, Vol.iii. No.113, 127, 128, 129, 134, 136, 141,144• 149,158. 
1 59• All thefe papers put it paft doubt, that the neceffities of the Engliih army in Ireland were 
extreme. 

t :zd of September. 
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parliament, whofe buflnefs it was to find fault with every meafure adopted by the Chap. VII. 
oppofite party, and who would not lofe fo fair an opportunity of reproaching the 1643· 

King with his favour to the Iriih papifts, exclaimed loudly againft this ceffation. 
Among other reafons, they infifled upon the divine vengeance, which England 
might juftly dread for tolerating antichriftian idolatry, under pretence of civil con-
tracts and political agreements. Religion, tho' every day employed as the engine 
of their ambitious purpofes, was fuppofed too facred to be yielded up to the tem .. 
poral interefts or fafety of kingdoms. 

A FT .eR ~he celfation, there was little neceffity, as we11 as no means, of fub
fifting the army in Ireland. The King ordered Ormond, ~ ho was entirely de
voted to him, to fend over confiderable bodies of it to England. Mofl: of them 
continued in his fervice: But a fmall part of them, having imbibed in Ireland a 
high animofity againft the catholics, and hearing the King's party univerfally re ... 
preached with popery, foon after deferred to the' parliament. 

SoME Irifh catholics came over with thefe troops, and joined the King's army, 
where they continued the fame cruelties and diforders, to which they had been 
accuftomed. The parliament v0ted, that no quarter, in any action, 1hould ever 
be granted them : But Prince Rupert, by ufing fome reprizals, foon reprelfed 
this inhumanity. 

C H A P. VIII. 

In'Vajion of the Scotch.-Battle of Matjlon-moor-Battle of Cropredy
bridge.-E.f!ex's forces difarmed.-Second battle if Newbury.
Rije and charaCler of the independents.-Se!f-den;'ing ordinance.
Fairfax, Crom':.lel.--'Ireaty oj Uxbridge.--Execution if Laud.-

HE King had hitherto, during the courfe of the war, obtained many ad-
vantages over the parliament, and had raifcd himfelf from that low con

dition, into which he had at firfr fallen, to be nearly upon an equal footing with 
his adverfaries. Yorkfhire, and all the northern cour1ties, were fubjected by the 
Marquefs of N ewcaftle ; and, excepting Hull, the parliament was m after of no 
garrifon in thefe quarters. In the weft; Plymouth alone, having been in vain 
befieged by Prince Maurice, refifl:ed the King's authority : And had it not: betn 
for the difappointment in the enterprize of Glocefter, the royal garrifons had 

5 reached, 

r6.; "• 
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Chap. VIII. reache,~, without interruption, from one end of the kingdom to the other-; and 16+4· had occupied a greater extent of ground, than th le of the parliament. Many , of the royalifi:s flattered themfelves, that the fame vigorous fpirit, which had 

elevated them to the prefent height of power, would ftill favour their progref<;, and obtain them a final viCtory over their antagonifts: But thofe who judged more foundly, obfen·ed, that, befides the acceffion of the whole Scotch nation to the fide of the parliament ; the very principle, on which the royal fucceifes . were founded, was every day acquired, n1ore and more, by the oppofite party. The King's troops, full of gentry and nobility, had exerted a valour fuperior to their enemies, and had hitherto been fuccefsful in almoft every rencounter : But in proportion as the whole nation became warlike, by the continuance of civil difcords, this advantage was more equally fhared, and fuperior numbers, it was expeCted, muil: at lail: obtain the viCtory. The King's troops alfo, ill paid, and deftitute of every neceffary, could not poffibly be retained in equal difcipline with th~ parliamentary forces, to whom all fupplies were furnilhed from unexhaufted fiores and treafures. The fc. verity of manners, fo much affected by thefe zealous religionifl:s, affifted their n1ilitary inftitutions ; and the rigid inflexibility of charaCter, by which the auftere reformers of church and fiate were diftinguifhed, enabled the parliamentary chiefs to reftrain their foldiers within ftriB:er rules and more exaCt order. And while the King's officers indulged themfelves even in greater licences, than thofe to which, during times of peace, they had been accuftomed, they were apt, both to neglect their duty. and to fet a pernicious example of diforder, to the foldiers under their cOinmand. 

AT the commencement of the.civil wars, all Englifhmen, who ferved abroad, were invited over, and treated with extraordinary refpeCt: And n1oft of them, being defcended of good families, and by reafon of their abfence, unacquainted with the new principles, which deprdfed the dignity of the crown, had inlified tmder the royal ftandard. But it is obfervable, that tho' the military profeffion requires great genius, and long experience, in the principal commanders, all its fubordinate duties may be difcharged by very ordinary talents, and from fuperficial pracrice. Citizens and country-gentlemen foon became excellent officers; and the generals of greatefl fame and capacity happened, all of them, to fpring up on the fide of the parliament. The courtiers and great nobility in the other party, checked the growth of any extraordinary genius among the fubordinate officers ; and every man there, as in a regular eftablifhed government, was confined to the fi:ation, in which his birth had placed him. 



H A L E S 
'fHE King, that he might nuke preparations, during the winter, for the en~ lha~. VU!. 

fuing campaign, fummoned to Oxford all the members of either houfe, who ad- 104 ~· 
hered to his interefts ; and endeavoured to avail himfelf of the name of parliament, 
fo paffionately cherifh.d by the Englilh nation. The houfe of peers was pretty 
full; and befides the nobility, employed in different parts of the kingdom, it con~ 
tained twice as many members as voted at W eftminfter. The houfe of commons 
confified of about 140-; which amounted not to above half of the other houfe 
of commons. 

So extremely light had government hitherto lain t:pon the people, that the very_ 
name of excife was unknown to them ; and among the other evils ariung frotn 
thefe domeftic wars, was the introduCtion of that impoft into England. Tl1e 
parliament at Weftminfter having voted an excife on beer, wine, and other com
tnodities; thofe at Oxford im.itated the example, and conferred that revenue on 
the King~ And in order to enable him the better to recruit his army, they 
granted him the fum of Ioo,ooo pounds, to be levied by way of loan upon the 
fubjeet. The King circulated privy feals, counterfigned by the fpeakers of both 
houfes, requiring the loan of particular fums, from fuch perfons as lived within 
his quarters. Neither party had as yet got above the pedantry of reproaching 
their antagonifts with thefe illegal meafures. 

1"'HE V\1 efl:minfter parliament paffed a whilnfical ordinance, con1manding all 
the inhabitants of London and the neighbourhood, to retrench a meal a-week, 
and to pay the value of it for the fupport of the public caufe. 'Tis eafily ima
gined, that, provided the money was paid, they troubled themfel ves very little 
about the execution of their ordinance. 

SucH was the King's fituation, that, in order to reftore peace to the nation,. 
he had no occafion to demand any other terms, than to reftore the laws and con
ftitution, to replace him in the fame rights which had ever been enjoyed by his 
predeceifors, and to re-efi:abli!h, on its antient baGs, the whole frame of govern
ment, civil as well as ecclefiaftical. And that he might facilitate an end, feem
ingly fo defirable, he offered to employ mean~ equally popular, an univerfal act 
of oblivion, and a toleration or indulgence to tender confciences. Nothing 
therefore could contribute more to his intereft, than every difcourfe of peace, 
and every difcuffion of the condit"ons, upon which that bleffing could be obtain
ed. And for this reafon, on all occafions, he fol1icited a treaty,_ and defired a 
conference and mutual examination of pretenfions, even when he entertained no 
hopes, that any conclufion could poffibly refult from it. 

FoR like reafons, the parliament wifely avoided, as much as they could, air 
advances towards negotiation, and were cautious not to expofe too eafily to cen-

VoL. I. A a a fure 
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Chnp. VIII. fure thofe high terms> which their apprehenfions or their ambition made them 
1644· previoufiy demand of the King. Tho' their partizans were blinded with the 

thickeft veil of religious prejudices, they dreaded to bring their pretenfions to 
the teft, or lay them open before the whole nation. In oppofition to the hKred 
authority of the laws, to the venerable precedents of many ages, they were a
fhamed to plead nothing but fears and jealoufies, which were not avowed by the 
conftitution, and to which, neither the perfonal character of Charles, fo full of 
virtue, nor his condition, fo deprived <.,f all independent authority, feemed to 
afford any reafonable foundation. Grievances which had been fully redreffed ; 
powers, either legal or illegal, which had beer. entirely abandoned ; it feemed 
unpopular, and invidious, and ungrateful, any farther to infift on. 

THE King, that he might abate the univerfal veneration, paid to the name 
of parliament, had iifued a declaration, where he ·fet forth all the tumults, by 
which himfelf and his partizans in both houfes, had been driven from London ; 
and he thence inferred, that the a!fembly at Weftn1infier was no longer a free par
liament, and, till its liberty was reftored, was intitled to no authority. As this 
declaration was an obftacle to all treaty, fome contrivance feemed requifite, in 

order to elude it. 

A letter was wrote to the Earl of Effex, and fubfcribed by the Prince, the 
Duke of York, and forty-three noblemen. They there exhort him to be an 
inftrument for reftoring peace, and to promote that happy end with thofe, by 
whom he was employed. Effex, tho' much difgufted with the parliament, tho,. 
apprehenfive of the extremities to which they were driving, tho' defirous of any 
reafonable peace; yet was frill more refolute to preferve an honourable fidelity 
to the truft repofed in him. l-Ie replied, that as the paper fent him, neither con
tained any addrefs to the two houfes of parliament, nor any acknowledgment of 

their authodty, he could not communicate it to them. Like propofals were re
iterated by the King, during the enfuing campaign, and met frill with a like an

fwer from Effex. 
IN order to make another trial for a treaty, the King, this fpring, fent a letter di

rected to the lords and commons of parliament affembled at Weftminfter: But as he 
alfo mentioned, in the letter, the lords and commons of parliament affembled at Ox
ford, and declared that his fcope and intention was to make provifion that all the 
members of both houfes might fecurely meet in a full and free convention ; the· 

parliament, clearly perceiving the conclufion which was implied, refufed all treaty 
upon fuch terms. And the King, who knew what fmall hopes there were of ac-

commodation, 
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commodation, would not abandon the pretenfions, which he had aifumed, nor Chap. VIII. 

acknowledge the two houfes, n1ore openly, for a free parliament. 16+4· 
T H 1 s winter the famous Pym died ; a man as much hated by the one party, 

as refpetl:ed by the other. At London, he was confidered as the viClim to na
tional liberty, who had abridged his life by inceffant labours for the interefl:: of 
his country : At Oxford, he was believed to have been ftruck with an unconimon 
difeafe, and to have been confumed with vermine; as a ·mark of divine vengeance, 
for his multiplied crimes and treafons. l-Ie had b en fo little fl:udious of im
proving his private fortune in thofe civil wars, of \Vhich he had been one prin
cipal inftrument, that the parliament thought themfelves obliged, out of gra
titude, to pay the debts which he had contracted~. \Vc now return to the mi
litary operations, which, during the winter, were carried on with vigor in feveral 
places, notwithfi:anding the feverity of the feafon. 

THE forces, brought from Ireland, \V ere landed at Moftyne in North-Wales; 
and being put under the command of Lord Biron, they took the caftles of Ha
warden, Beefton, Acton, and Dedington houfe. No place in Che!hire or the 
neighbourhood, now adhered to the parliament, except N antwich : i\nd to this 
town Biron laid fiege during the depth of winte·r. Sir Thomas Fairfax, a
larmed at fo confiderable a progrefs, aifembled an army of 4oco men in York
ihire, and having joined Sir William Brereton, was approaching to the camp of 
the royalifts. Biron and his foldiers, elated with fucceffes obtained in Ireland, 
had entertained the moft profound contempt for the parliamentary forces ; a dif
pofition, which, if confined to the army, may be regarded as a good prefage of 
;viB:ory ; but if it extend to the general, is the moft probable forerunner of a 
defeat. Fairfax fuddenly attacked the camp of the royalifts. The [welling of zsth of ;an. 
the river by a thaw divided one part of the army from the other. That part ex-
po~ d to Fairfax, being beat from their pofr, r~. tired into the church of AB:on, 
and were all taken prifoners: The other retreated with precipitation. And thus 
was diffipated or rendered ufelefs that body of forces, which had been drawn 
fron1 Ireland ; and the parliamentary party revived in thofe north-weft counties 
of England. 

THE invafion from Scotland was attended with confequences of much greaterrnvafion from 
importance. The Scotch, having fummoned in vain the town of Newcaftle,Scotland. 
which was fortified by the vigilance of Sir Thomas Glenham, paffed the Tyne ;

2
z.d of Feb. 

and faced the Marquefs of riewcaftle, who lay at Durham with an army of 14000 

men. After fome military operations, in which that general reduced the enemy 
A a a 2 to 

Journ. 13th of February x6+3· 
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Chap. VIII. to difficulties for forrage and provifions, he received intelligence of a great dif .. 
16

44· after, which had befallen his forces in Yorldhire. Colonel Bellafis, whom he had 
left with a confiderable body ·of troops, was totally routed at Selby, by Sir Tho-

I Ith of April. m as Fairfax, who had returned from Cheihire, with his viCtorious forces. Afraid 
of being enclofed between two armies, Newcafi:le retreated ; and Leven having 
joined Lord Fairfax, they fat down before York, in which the army of the royal
ifis had fhut themfelve-s up. But as the Scotch and parliamentary forces were 
not numerous enough to inveft fo large a town, divided by a river, they con
tented themfelves to incommode it by a loofe blockade; and affairs remained, 
for fome time, in fufpenfe between thefe oppofite armies. 

DuRING this winter and fpring, other parts of the kingdom had alfo been bar
railed with war. Hopton, having aifembled an army of 14000 men, endea· 
voured to break into Suffex, Kent, and the fouthern a.ifociation, which feemed 
well difpofed to receive him. Waller fell upon him at Cherington, and gave him 
a defeat* of confiderable importance. In another part, fiege being laid to New
ark by the parliamentary forces, R upert prepared himfelf for relieving a town of 
fuch confequence, which alone preferved the communication open between the 
King's fouthern and northern quarters. With a fmall force, but that animated 
by his active courage, he broke thro' the enemy, relieved the town, and totally 
diffipated that army of the parliament t. 

BuT tho' fortune feemed to have divided her favours between the parties, the 
King found himfelf, in the main, a confiderable lofer by this winter-campaign; 
and he prognoflicated a frill worfe event fron1 the enfuing fummer. The prepa-
rations of the parliament were great, and much exceeded the flender refources, of 
which he was po.ife.ifed. In the eafl:ern affociation, they levied 14000 men, unc-: er 
the Earl of Manchefl:er, feconded by Cromwel. An army of ten thoufand men 

, .under Effex ; another of nearly the fame force undct Waller, were affembled in 
the neighbourhood of London. The former was deftined to oppofe the King: 
'The latter was appointed to march into the weft, where Prince Maurice, with a 
fmall army which we-nt continually to decay, was fpending his time in vain before 
Lyme, an inconfiderable town upon the fea~coaft. The utmoft efforts of rhe 
King could not raife above ten thoufand men at Oxford; and on their fword 
chiefly, during the campaign, were thefe to depend for fubfifl:ance. 

Tr-I.E ~een, terrified with the dangers, which every way environed her, and 
afraid of being enclofed in Oxforj, in the middle of the kingdom, fled to Exeter, 
vhere Ihe hoped to be dervered unmolefred of the child, of which ihe was now preg-

nant 
• 29th ()f Marc.h. t nft of March. 
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nant, and fron1 whence fi1e had the means of an eafy efcape into France, if prefied by Chap. 'III. 

the fo ces of the enemy. She knew the implacable hatred, which the parliament, 164+ 
on account of her religion and her credit with the King', had all along borne her. 
Laft fummer, the commons had fent up to the peers an impeachr ent of high trea .. 
fon again ft her; becaufe, in his utmoft dif'treffes, !he had affifted her hufband with 
arms and ammunition, which £he had bought in Holland. And had fhe fallen in-
to their hands, neither her fex, fhe knew, nor high ftation, could proteCt her 
againft infults at 1eat1, if not danger, from thofe haughty republicans, who ftJ 
little affected to conduct themfelves by the maxims of galla .try and politenefs. 

FROM the beginning of thefe diffenfions, tbe parliament, 'cis remarkable, had, 
in all things, affumed an extreme afcendant over their fovereign, and had difplay
ed a violence and arrogated an authority, which, on his fide, could not have been 
compatible, either with his temper or fituation. \Vhile he fi)oke perpetually of 
pardoning all Rebels; they talked of nothing but the punil11ment of Dell 1qlitnt. 

and Malignants: While he offered a toleration and an indulgence to ten< er con
fciences ; they threatened the utter extirL~ation of prelacy : ]'o hi· pt ofeffions of 
lenity, they oppofed declaratioJJS of 1gor : And the more the- antic:nt tenour of 
the laws inculcated a refpectful fubordit1cttion to the crown, the more er r~ful were 
they, by their lofty pretenfions, to cover that defect, under which they laboured. 

THEIR great advantages in the north feemed to fecond their am bit;on, and fi n31-
ly to promife th m fuccefs in their unwarrantable enterprizes. Ma:JChdler, hav
ing taken Lincoln, had united his army to thofe of Leven and Fairfax ; anc York 
was now clofely befieged by their combmed forces. That town, tho' vigoro•Jf
ly defended by Newcaftle, was reduced to extremity; and the parliamentary 
generals, after enduring great ]offi:s and fatigue, flattered themfelves that ~}I 
their labours would at laft be crowned by that im~ortant conqtldt. On a fuc
den, they were alarmed with the approach of Rupert. That gailant Pri:-Ke, ha\. 
ing vigoroufiy exerted himfelf in Lanca!hire and Chefhire, had collected a con
fiderable army; and joining Sir Charles Lucas, who commanded Ne~,:;caft le'. 
horfe, haftened to the relief of York with an army of zo,ooo· men. The 
Scotch and parliamentary generals ra· 'ed the fiege, and drawing up on rvL rflon
moor, propofed to give battle to the royaliils. Rupert approacheJ the tO\-\'n by 
another quarter, and interpofing the river Oufe Letween him and the enemy, 
fafely joined his forces to thofe of Newcaftle. The Marquefs endeavoured to 
perfuade him, that, having fo fuccefsfully efftch.J his purpofe, he ought to be con
tented with the prefent advantage, and leave the ew·my, nov; mucl diminiL1ed 
by their loffes, and difcouraged hy their ill fuccefs, to difi0lve by thofe rnuru • .! 

-6 di!lenrlons) 
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Chap. Vlli. cliff li on~, .. hi ·~ h ha..:t t al~ en p ace a. 1ong them. The Prince, whofe martial dif-
1644· pofition was not fuffiri~r. tly tempered with }lrudence, nor foftened py complai-

fa r.ce, pretending a pofitive order from the King, without deigning to confult "ith 
Newcaftle, whofe great merit and fervices deferved better treatment, immediate· 

zd of July. ly gave order for battle, and drew out the whole army to Marfton-moor. This 
action was obftinately difputed between the moft numerous armies, which were 

Rattlc ofMar- engaged during the whole courfe of thefe wars; nor were the forces on each 
fton moor. fide much different in their number. Fifty thoufand Britiih troops were led to 

mutual flaughter; and the victory feemed ·long undecided between them. Ru. 
pert, who commanded the right wing of the royalifts, was oppofed to Crom
wel *, who conducted the choice troops of the parliament, enured to danger un

der that determined leader, animated by zeal, and confirmed by the mofr rigid 
difcipline. After a iharp combat, . the cavalry of the royalifls gave way; and 
the infantry, who ftood next them, were likewife borne down, and put to flight. 
Newcafile's regiment alone, refolute to conquer or to perilh, obfiinately kept 
their ground, and maintained, by their dead bodies, the fame order, in which 
they had at firft been ranged. In the other wing, Sir Thomas Fairfax and Co. 
)onel Lambert, with fome troops, broke thro' the royalifls ; and, tranfported 
by the fury of purfuit, foon reached their victorious friends, engaged alfo in 
purfuit of the enemy. But after that tempeft was paft, Lucas, who commanded 
the royalifi:s in this wing, reftoring order to his broken forces, made a furious 
attack on the parliamentary cavalry, threw them into diforder, puil1ed them 
upon their own infantry, and put that whole wing to rout. When ready to feize 
on their carriages and baggage, he perceived CromweJ, who was now returned 
from purfuit of the other wing. Both fides were not a little furprifed to find 
that they muft again renew the combat for that viB:ory, which each of them 
thought they had already obtained. The front of the battle was now exactly 
counterchanged, and each army occupied the ground, which had been poifeffed 
by the enemy at the beginning of the day. This fecond battle was equally fu
rious and defperate at the firfl. : But after the utmoft efforts of courage by both 
parties, victory wholly inclined to the fide of the parliament. The Prince's 
train of artillery was taken ; and his whole army pulhed off the field of battle. 

T H Is event was, in itfelf, a m:ghty blow to the King ; but proved much 
more fatal in its confequences. The Marquefs of Newcaftle was intirely loft to 
the royal caufe. That Nobleman, the ornament of the court and of his order, 
had been engaged, contrary to the natural bent of his difpoficion, into thefe 

miiit~ ry 
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military operations, n1erely by a high fenfe of honour and a perfonaT regard to his Chap. VIIT. 

mafter. The dangers of war were difregarded by his valour; but its fatigues 
16

1-4· 

were oppreffive to his natural indolence. l\1unificent and generous in his ex-
p nee ; polite and elegant in his tafte ; courteous and humane in his behaviour ; 
he brought a great acceffion of friends ard of credit to the party, which he em-
braced. But amidft all the hurry of action, his inclinations were fecretly drawn 
to the foft arts of peace, in which he took delight ; and the charms of poetry~ 
mufic, and converfation ftole him often from his rougher occupations. He chofe 
Sir William Davenant, an ingeniotis poet, his lieutenant-general : The other 
perfons, in whom he placed confidence, were more the inftruments of his re-
fined pleafures, than qualified for the bufinefs which they undertook : And the 
feverity and application, requifite to the fupport of difcipline, were qualities in 
which he was intirely wanting. 

WHEN Prince R upert, contrary to his advice, refolved on this battle, and 
i.lfued all orders without communicating his intentions to him ; he took the field, 
but, he faid, intirely as a volunteer ; and, except by his perfonal courage, which 
fuone out with luftre, he had no !hare in the action. Enraged to find, that all 
his fuccefsful labours were rendered abortive by one act of fatal temerity, terri
fied with the profpett of renewing all his pains and fatigue, he refolved no longer 
to maintain the few refources which remained to a defperate caufe, and thought, 
that the famQ regard to honour, which had at firft called him to arms, now re
quired him to abandon a party, where he met with fuch unworthy treatment. 
Next morning early, he fent word to the Prince, that he was inflantly to leave 
the kingdom; and without delay, he went to Scarborough, where he found a vef
fe1, which carried him beyond fea. During the enfuing years, till the refl:ora
tion, he hved abroad in great neceffity, and faw with indifference his opulent 
fortune fequeftered by thofe who affumed the government of England. He dif~ 
dained, by fubmiffion or compofition, to ihow obeifimce to their ufurped au
thority ; and the leaft favourable cenfors of his merit allowed, that the fidelity 
and fervices of a whole life, had fufficiently atoned for one raih action, into which 
his paffion had betrayed him. 

PRINCE Rupert with equal precipitation drew off the remains of his army, 
and retired into Lancafhire. Glenham, in a few days, was obliged to furrender 16th of July. 
York; and he marched out his garrifon with all the honours of war. Lord 
Fairfax, remaining in the town, eftabJillied his government in that whole county, 
and fent a thoufand horfe into Lancafhire, to join with the parliamentary forces 
in that quarter, and attend the motions of Prince Rupert: The Scotch army 
marched northwards, in order to join the Earl of Calender, who was advan-

cmg 
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Ch:lp. Vfii. cin<Y with ten t-houfand additional forces ; and to reduce the town of NeW· 
16++· caftle, which they took by ftorm : The Earl of Manchefter, with Cromwd, tO 

whom the fame of this great viCtory was chiefly afcribed, and who was wound· 
ed in the action, returned to the e:1ftern affociation, in order to recruit his 
army. 

\V HILE thefe events paired in the north, the King's affairs in the fouth were 
conduCted with more fuccefs and more ability. Ruthven, a Scotchman, who: 
had been created Earl of Brcntford, aCted, unc~er the King, as generaL 

THE p:n!iament foon compleated their two armies commanded by Elfex and. 
Waller. The great zeal of the city facilitated this undertaking. Many fpeeches. 
were 111ade to the citizens, by the parliamentary leaders, in order to excite their 
ardour. I-1ollis, in particular, exhorted the1n not to fpare., on this important 
occafion, either their purfcs, their perfons, or their prayers ; and they were fuf .. 
ficiently liberal, it muft be confeffed, in all thefe contributions. The two gene
rals had orders to march with their combined armies towards Oxford; and, if 
the King !hut himfelf up in that city, to lay fiege to it, and by one enterprize 
put a period to the war. The King, leaving a numerous garrifon in Oxford, paffed 
with dexterity between the two armies, which had taken Abingdon and had en
clofed him on both fides *. He marched towards W orcefter; and Wall er recei .. 
ved orders from Eifex to follow him and watch his motions; while he himfelf march
ed into the weft, in queft of Prince Maurice. Wall er had approached within 
two miles of the royal camp, and was only feparated from it by the Severn, 
when he received intelligence, that the King was advanced to Beudly, and di ... 
reCted his courfe towards Shrewfbury. In order to prevent him, \V all er prefent· 
ly difiodged, and haftened by quick marches to that city : When the King, fud_ 
denly returning upon his own foot-fteps, reached Oxford; and having reinforced his.. 
army from that garrifon, now in his turn marched out in fearch of Wailer. 

Batt1e cfCro-The two armies faced each other at Cropredy-bridge near Ban bury; but the 
predy-l:ridge. Charwell ran betwixt them. Next day, the King difiodged and marched to

wards Daventry. Wailer ordered a confiderable detachment to pafs the bridge, 
with an intention of falling on the rear of the royalifrs. He was repulfed, routed, 
and purfued with confiderable 1ofs. Stunned and difheartened with this blow, his 
army decayed and melted away by defertion; and the King thought he might fafe ... 
ly leave it, and march wefl:ward againft Eifex. That general, having obliged 
Prince Maurice to raife the fiege of Lyme, having taken Weymouth and Taun
ton, advanced ftill in his conquefts, and met with no equal oppofition. The 
King followed him, and having re-inforced his army from all quarters, ap-

peared 
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ptared in the field with an army fuperior to the enemy. Effex, retreating into Chap. ,~ur. -
Cornwall, informed the parliament of his danger, and de fired them to fend an 10 t-+· 
army, which might fall on the King's rear. General Middleton received a com· 
million to execute that fervice ; but came too lat~ . Eifex's army, cooped up in 
a narrow corner at Leftithiel, deprived of all forage and provilions, and feeing 
no profi)eet of fuccour, was reduced to the lafi: extremity. The King preffecl 
them on one fide ; Prince Maurice on another ; Sir Richard Gran vi! le on a third. 
Effex, Robarts, and fome of the principal officers, efcaped m a boat to Plymouth: 
Balfour with his horfe pafYed the King's guards, in a thick mift, and got fafely 
to the garrifons of his own party. The foot under Skippon were obliged to fur- rt f S 
render their arms, artillery, baggage and ammunition ; and being conduCted to 1 

• 
0 

ept. 
· ' 1·r ·rr. d B h' d l · h hEffex's forces the parhament s quarters, were c t1m1ue • y t 1s a vantage, w 11c was muc difann~d . 

hoafled of, the King, belides the honour of the enterprize, obtained what he 
flood extremely in need of: The parliament, having prefaved the men, lo(l: 
what th"' y could eaflly repair. 

No fooner did this news arrive in London, that the co:nmittee of the two 
k ing ioms voted thanks to Effex for his fidelity, courage, and conduct; and this 
n1ethod of proceeding, no lefs politic than magnanimous, the parliament pre
ferved ~hro' the who'e courfe of the war. Equally indulgent to their friends and 
rigorous to their enemits, they employed, with fuccefs, thefe two powerful en
gines of reward and puni!hment, in confirn1ation of their authority. 

THAT the King might have lefs reafon to exult in the advantages, which he 
l1ad obtained in the weft, the parliament oppofed to hin1 very numerous forces. 
Having anned anew Effex's fubdued, but not dilheartned troops, they ordered 
Mancheil:er and Cromwel to march with their recruited forces from the eaftern 
affociation ; and joining their armies to thofe of Wall er and Middleton, as well as 
of EfYcx, offer battle to the King. At Newbury, where Charles chafe his poft,second battle 

they attacked him with great vigour ; and that town was a fecond time the0 f Newbury. 

fcene of the bloody animofities of the Engli!h. EfYex's foldiers, exhorting one 27 th of oa. 
ancther to repair their broken honour, and revenge the difgrace of Leftithiel, 
made an impetuous affault on the royalifts ; and having recovered fome of their 
cannon, loft in Cornwall, could not forbear embracing them with tears of joy. 
Tho' the K.ing's troops defended themfelves with great valour, they were over-
power'd by ·numbers; and the night came very feafonably to their re·ief, and 
prevented a total overthrow. Charles, having left. his baggage and cannon in 
Dennington caftle, near Newbury, forthwith retreated to Wallingford, and from 
thence to Oxford. There, Prince Rupert and the Earl of Northampton joined 
l1im, with confiderable bodies of cavalry. Strengthened with this re-inforce- · 

VoL. I. B b b ment, 
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ChaF'· VIII. ment, he ventured to advance towards the enemy, now employed before Den-
It'44' ningtC)n-cafl:Ie. Effex,. detained by ficknefs, had not joined the army, fince his-

. n1isfortune in Cornwall. l\1anchefter, who commanded, tho' h's forces were 
1nuch fuperior to thofe of the King, declined a-n e1-1gagement, and rejected Cro-~m
wel's advice, who earneft!y preffed him not to neglect fo favourable an opportu-

£2th of No • nity of finifhing the war. The King's army, by bringing off their cannon from · 
Denniogton-ca1Ue, in the face of the enemy, feemed f~fficiently tG have repaired the 

honour, which they had Joft at New bury; and Charles having the fati!lfaction to 
excite, between M.anchef1er and Cr,omwel, equal animofities wich thofe which: 

d f N formerly took place between Eifex and Wailer, diflributed his· arm~ into win .. 23 0 .. ov. 
ter-quarters. 

THoSE contefl:s among the parliamentary generals, which had· difturbed their. 
military op~rations,. wer~ renewed in London during the winter ; and each being 
fupported by his own fatlion, their mutual reproaches and accufations agitated 
the whole city and parliament. There had long prevailed, in that party, a fe
cret diftintlion, which, tho' the dread of the King's power had hitherto fup
preffed it, yet, in proportion as the hopes of fuccefs became nearer and more 
1n1mediate, began to difcover itfelf,. with high conteft and animollty. The.
lNDEPENDEN'l's, who had, at firft, taken 1helter and concealed themfelves un
der the wings of the PRESBYTERIANS, now evidently. appeared a diftincr party, 
and betrayed very. different views and pretenfions.. We muft here endeavour to
explain the genius of this party, and of its -leaders, who henceforth occupy the 
fcene of action . 

... ifc <'.nd · cha- DuRING thofe times, when the enthufiallic fpirit met with fuch honour and 
~after o the encouragement, and was the immediate n1eans of diftinetion and preferment; . 
1ndependents. · · ffibl fc b d h r. h } ~: fi · 1 · lt was 1mpo 1 e to et oun s to t ere o y 1ervours, or· con ne w1t 1111 any na-

tural limits, what was directed towards an infinite and a fupernatural object. Every 
n1an, as prompted by rhe warmth of his temper, excited by emulation, or fup- · 
parted by his habits of hypocrify, endeavoured to difting.uifh himfelf beyond his 
fellows, and to arrive at a higher pitch of faintfhip. and perfection. In propor· 
tion to its degrees of fanaticifm, each. feet became dangerous and deftructive; and
as the independent& went a note higher than the prdbyterians,. they could lefs be 
reftrained within any bounds. of temper and moderation. From this diHinction, 
as fro1n a firft princip]e, were derived, by a neceffary confequence, all the other 

ifferences of thefe two fetls. 
THE independents rejected all ecclefiafiical eftablilhments, and would admit 

~f no church · courts, no government among paftors, no interpofition of the mag·
rate -in f.I?iritual concerns,, no fixed. encouragement annexed to any fyftem of 

Z doCtrine 



CHARLES I. 37 

oCt:rines or opinions. According to their principles, each congregation, united Chctp. l .. I{. 

voluntarily and by fpiritual ties, compofed, within itfelf, a feparate church, and 
16+-t-· 

exercifed a jurifdiction, but one devoid of temporal fantl:ions, over its own 
paftor and !ts own members. The eleCtion alone of the congregation was fuffi. 
cient to befi:ow the facerdotal charaCter ; and as all eifential d~ftintl:ion was de-
nied between the laity and the clergy, no ceremony, no inRitution, no vocation; 
no impoGtion of hands, was fuppofed, as in all other churches, to be requiGtc 
to convey a right to the holy order. The enthufiafn1 of the pre!byterian 
led them to rnake off the authority of prelates, to reject the refi"raint of litur-
gies, to retrench ceremonies, to limit the riches and authority of the prieftl ~ 

office : The fanaticifm of the independents, exalted to a higher pitch, abolifh -
ed all eccle!iafrical government, difdained all creeds and fyften1s, rejeCted every 
ceremony, and confounded each rank and order. The foklier, the merchan , 
the mechanic, indulging the fervors of zeal, and· guided by the illapfes of th 
fpirit, gave himfe!f up to an inward and fuperior direCtion, and was confecrated 
in a manner, by an immediate intercourfe and communication with H'"'aven. 

THE catholics, pretending to an infallible guide, had juftified, upan that prin· 
ciple, their doctrine and praCtice of perfecution : The pre:fbyterians, in1a2,ining 
that fuch clear and certain tenets, as they themfelves adopted, could be rejeete 
only from a criminal and pertinacious obftinacy, had hitherto gratified, to th 
full, their bigotted zeal in a like doctrine and praCtice : The independents. 
from the extremity of the fame zeal, were led into the milder principles of to~ 
eration. Their n1ind, fet afloat in the wide fea of infpiration, could confine 

itfelf within no certain limits ; and the fame variations, in which an .enthufiaft 
indulged himfelf, he was apt, by a natural train of thinking, to permit in others. 
Of all chrifi:ian feB:s, this was the firft, which, during its profperity, as well as 
its adverfity, always adopted the principle of toleration ; and, 'tis remarkable, 
that fo reafonable a dotl.:rine owed its origin, not to reafoning, but to the height 
of extravagance and fanaticifm. 

PoPERy and prelacy alone, whofe genius, they thought, tended towards fu
perftition, the independents were inclined to treat with rigour.. The doelrines 
too of fate or deftiny, they were apt to deem effential to all religion. In thefe 
rigid opinions, the whole feCtarie~, amidft all their other differences, unani
moufly concurred. 

THE political fyftem of the independents kept pace with their religious. 
Not contented with confining, to very narrow l-imits, the power of their fove
reign, and reducing the king to .the rank of firft magiftrate; which was tHe 

1~rojeCl: ..of the preibyterians .; this feet, more ardent in the p rfuit of liberty., 
B b b .2 afpire~ 
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Chap. VIIL afpired to a total abolition of the monarchy, and even of the arifrocracy; and'· 
16

f1· projeCled an intire equality of rJnk and order, in a republic, quite free and in
dependent. In confequence of this fcheme, they were declartd enemies to all 
propofals for peace, except on fuch terms as, they knew, it was impoffible to ob
tain; and they adhered to that maxim, which is, in the main,. prudent and po
litical, that whoever draws the fword agai-n£1: his fovercign, fhould throw away, 
the fcabbard. By terrifying others with the fear of vengeance from the injured 
prince, they had engaged greater numbers into the oppofition aga.infl: peace, than. 
.had adopted their other principJ~s wi.th regard to government and religion. And 
the fuccefs, which had alrc:dy attended the a~ms of the parliament, and the 
grear.er, which was foon expected, confirmed them ftill further in this obfbnacy .. 

SrR Harry Vane, Ol.ver Cromwel, Nathaniel Fiennes-, and Oliver St. John~ 
the follicitor ~ general, were regarded as the leaders of the independents. Tn<J 
Earl of Effex, difgu(led with a war, of which he began. to forefee the pernicious 
confequences, adhered to the preiliyterians, and promoted every reafonable plan 
of accommodation. The Earl of Northumberland, fond· of his rank and digni,. ~ 
ty, regarded wiEh horror a fcheme, which, if it took place, would confound· 
himfelf and his family with the loweft in the kingdom. The Earls of Wanvic, 
and Denbigh, Sir Philip Stapleton, Sir \Villiam Waller, Hollis, M.a!fey, White
locke, Mainardt Glyo, had. embraced the fame fentiments. In the parliament, 
.a confiderable mtYority, and a much greater in the nation, were attached tO· 
the prdby terian party ; and it was only by cunning and deceit at firft., 
·and afterwards by violence,. that the independents .could t·ntertain any hopes of 
fuccef~. 

THE Earl of Manchefter, provoked at the violent impeachment, which the 
King had lodged againfr him, had long forwarded the war with great alacrity; 
but, being a man of humanity and good principles, the view of public calamities, 
and the profpeCl of a total fubverfion of government, began to moderate his ali
dor, and inclined him to promote peace on any fafe or honourable terms. He 
was even fufpected, in the field, not. to have pufhed to the utmoft againlt the King 
the advantages, .obtained by the arms 0f the parliament ; and Croruwel, in the pu.
blic debates, revived the accufation, that he had wilfully neglected at Denning
ton-caftle a favourable opportunity of finifuing the war by a total defeat of the 
royalifts. " I fhowed him evidently," faid Cromwel, " how this fuccefs might; 
" be obtained ; and only defircd leave, with my own brigade of horfe, to 
" charge the King's army in their retreat ; leaving it in the Earl's choice, if he 
" thought proper., to remain neuter with the reft of his forces : But, notwith
" ftanding all importunity, he pofitively and obftinately refufed his con lent;,, 

' an 
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'' and gave no other reafon but that, if we met with a defeat, there was an end Ch:tp. V rr,. 
" of our prettnflons : We ihould all be rebels and traitors, and be executed a1 d 16 4· 

" forfeited by the law." 

MANCHESTER, by way of recrimination, informed the parliament, that at 

another time, Cromwel having propofed fome fcheme, which it feemed im. 
probable the parliament would agree to, he infiil:ed and faid, My Lcrd, if ) 'Ott 

will ;tick fi m to hone.ft men, you jl. all find )'Oz:rfelf at the head of an army, <i.uhich will 
gh•e law both to king and parliammt. " This difcourfe," continued I\1anchef1:er, 

" made the greater imprefllon on me~ becaufe I knew the lieutenant-general to· 
'' be a man of very deep dd1gns ; and he has even ventured to tell me, that it 

" never would be well with England till I was Mr. Montague, and there was 

" ne'er a lord or peer in the kingdom.'' So full was Cromwel of thefe repub

lican projeCts, that notwithil:anding his habits of profound hypocriCy, he could 

not fo carefully guard his expreflions) but that fometimes his favourite notions 

would tfcape himr 

THESE violent diffentions brought matters to extremity, and puihed the inde

pendents to the execution of their defigns. The prefent generals, they thought, 

were more deGrous of protracting than finiihing the war ; and having entertained 

a fcheme for preferving frill fome ballance in the confiitution, they were afraid 

of intire1y fubduing the King, and reducing him to a condition, where he fl1ould 
be intitled to afk no conceilions. A new model alone of the army would bring 
compleat viCtory to the parliament, and free the nation from thofe calamities, 

under which it laboured. B'ut how t0 effect: this project: was the difficulty. The· 

authority, as well as merits of Effex, was very great with the pa:·liamenr. Not 
only he had ferved them all along with the moft exact: and fcrupulous h-onour: It 

was, in fome meafure, to be afcribed to his popularity, that they had ever been· 

enabled to levy an army or make head againft the royal cauft>. Mancheil:er, 
W arwic, and the other commanders had· likewife great credit with the public ;· 

nor were there any hopes of prevailing over them, but by laying the plan of· an 

oblique and artificial attack, which would conceal the real purpofe of their an

tagonifts. The Scotch nation and Scotch commiffioners, jealous of the progrefs of 
he independents, were a new obfl:ade; which, without the utmoft art and fub

tJety, it would be difficult to furmount. The methods by which this intrigue 
was conduCted, are fo fingular, and mark fo well the genius of the age, that we 

1hall give a detail of them, as they are de livered by Lord Clarend0n .. 

A FAST, on the laft Wednefday of every month, had been ordered by the 
parliament at the beginning of thefe commotions ; and their preachers, on that 

da.y, kept alive, by their vehement declamations, the popular prejudices enter ... 
t.ain~d: 



374- ·H I S T 0 R Y o F G R E A T B R I T A I N. 

Chap_- Vlii. tained againfl: the ICing, again£1: prelacy, and again£1: popery. ·The King, that 
164+· he might combat the parliament with their own weapons, appointed likewife a 

n1onth~y fafl:, where ·the people fhould be inftructed in the duties of loyalty and 
of fubmiflion to the higher po ~ers; and he chofe the fecond Friday of every 
month for the devotion of the royahfts. It was now propofed and carried in 
parliament, by the independents, that a more fo!emn faft ihould be voted ; when 
they fhould implore the divine affifrance for extricating them from thofe perplexi
ties, in which they were at prefent involved. On that day, the preachers, after 
n1any political prsyers, took care to treat of the reigning di vifi ~ms· in the parlia
·ment, and afcribed them intirely to the felfifl1 ends, purfued by the members. 
In the hands of thofe members, they faid, are lodged all the confiderable com
mands of the army, all the profitable offices in the civil adminifi:ration: And 
while the nation is faaing every day into poverty, and groans under an infup
portable load of taxes; there men multiply poffeffions on poifdlions, and will, in 
a little time, be mafrers of all the riches in the kingdom. That fuch perfons, 
who fatten in the calamities of their country, will ever embrace any eftetl:ual 
.meafure for bringing them to a period, or enfuring a final fuccefs to the war, 
.cannot reafonably be expeEted. Lingering expedients alone will be purfued : Ancl 
operations in the field <:oncurring, in the fame pernicious end, with deliberations 
of the cabinet; civil commotions will, for ever, be perpetuated in the nation. 

"After exaggerating thefe -diforders, the rninifters fell again to .their prayers; and 
befought the Lord that he would take his own work into his own hand; and if 
the inftruments, whon1 he had hithe-rto employed, were not worthy to bring to · 
a conclufion fo glorious a defign, that he would infpire others more fit, who 
might perfect what was begun, and by efrablifhing true religion, put a fpeedy 
period to the public miferies, · 

ON the day fubfequent to thefe devout animadverlions, when the parliament 
met, a new fpirit appeared in the looks of many. Sir Benry Vane told the com
mons, That, if ever God appeared to them, it was in the holy ordinances of yef
terday : That, as he was cred-ibly informed by many, who had been auditors in dif
ferent congregations, the fame lamentations and .. difcourfes, which the godly preach
ers had made before them, had been heard in other churches: That fo remark
able a concurrence co1,1ld proceed only frow the immediate operation of the Holy 

pirit : That he therefore befought them, in vindication of their owo honour, in 
confideration of their duty to God and their country, to lay afide all private ends, 
and renounce every office, attended with profit or advantage: That the abfence 

.. of fo many tnembers, occupied in different employments, had rendered the houfe 
~treme1y thin, and diminHhe.d the .authority of th~ir dete.rmin_atio.ns : And that 

he 
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he could not forbear, for his part, the accu!ing himfelf as one who enjoy.ed a Ch?.p; VTifr. 

gainful office,. that of treafurer of the navy ; and tho' he was poTeff~d of it be· 1 '"' 41-· 

fore the civil commotions, and O\\-'ed it not to the favour of the parliament, yet-
was he ready to refign it, and to facrifice, to the welfare of his country, every 

• conGderation of private intereft and advantage. 

CROMW.EL acted next his part, and' commended the preachers for having: 
dealt with them. plainly and i~npartially, and told them of their errors, of which 
they were fo unwilling to be inftrutted. Tho' they dwelt on many things, he · 
faid, on which he had never before refleCted ; yet, upon revolving them, he· 
could not but confcfs, that, ti 11 there was a perfect reformation in thefe parti .. · 
culars, nothing which they undertook could poffibly profper. The parliament, 
no doubt, continued he, had done wifely in the commencement of the war, to~ 

engage feveral of their members in the moft dangerous parts of it ; and thereby 
ro. fatisfy the nation, that they intended to fhare all hazards with the meanefi: of 
the people. Bur affairs are now changed. During the progrefs of military ope
rations, there have arifen, in the parliamentary arn1ies, many eJ.."'Cellent officers,. . 
who are qualified for higher commands than the-y are now po!fe!fed of. And· 
tho'· it becomes not men, engaged in fuch a caufe, to put tru.ft in the arm of jlejh, 
yet he could a!fure them, that their troops contained generals, fit to command in 
any enterprize in Chriftendom. The army indeed, he was forry. to fay, did not 
correfpcnd, by its diicipline, to the merit of the officers ; nor were there any 
hopes, till the prefent vices and diforders, which prevail among the foldiers, were 
repreifed by a new model, that their forces , would ever be attended with fignai. 
fuccefs in any undertak jng. 

IN oppofition to this reafoning of the independents, many of the prefb.yterians 
fhowed the inconvenience and dangers of the projeCted~ alteration. . Whitelocke, 
in particular, a man of honour, who loved his country, tho', in every changeot 
government, he always adhered. to the ruling power, faid,., That, befides the in_. 
gratitude of difcarding, and that by. fraud and fubtilty, fo many noble perfons; 
to whom the parliament had hitherto ·owed its chief iupport ;. they would find it 

extremely difficult to fupply the place of men, now formed by experience to com
mand and authority : That- the rank alone, poffe!fed by fuch as were members of 
either houfe, prevented envy, retained the army in obedience, and gave weighc 
to . military orders: That greater confidence might fafely be repofed in men of fa:
n1ily and fortune, than in mere adventurers, who would be apt to entertain fepa-.. 
rate views from thofe embraced by the perfons, who employed them : That no 
maxim of policy was more undifputed, th~n the neceffity of preferving an infe
p,arab1e conuexion be we~n the h·il and rnT tary po~Y s, and of r taining the.lat-

t ,. 
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011p. vnr. ter in n ritt fubordination to tbe forrr.er: That the Greeks and Rotnans, the \\ifdl: 
16 :+· and mofl: pallionate lovers of lib.:-rty, had ever entruftcd to their fenators the 

command of armits, and had maintained an unconquerable jealoufy of all merce
nary forces: And that thof.e alone whole interefl: was involved in that of the pu
blic, and who poffeffed a vote in the civil deliberations, would fufficiently refpetl; 
the authority of parliament, and never could be tempted to turn the fword againfr 
thofe, by whom it was ~ommitted to them. 

Self-denyino NoTWITHSTANDING thefe reafonings, a committee was chofen to frame w~at 
o . .dnancc. a they called the Self-denying ordinance, by which the members of both houfes 

were exdude.d fro_m all civil and military employments, except a few offices which 
were fpecified. This ordinance was the fubjetl: of great debate, and, for a long 
time, rent the whole parliament and city into faetions. But, at laft, by the pre. 
Yalence of envy w:th fo:11e; with others, of falfe modefi:y; with a great many, 
of the republican and independent views; it paired the houfe of commons, and 
was fent to the upper houfe. The peer;, tho' the fcheme was, in part, levelled 
againfr their order ; tho' all of them were, at bottom, extremely a verfe to it; 
poffeffed fo little authority, that they durft not oppofc the rtfolution of the com. 
mons; and they thought it better policy, by an unlimited compliance, to ward 
Qff that ruin, which they faw approaching. The ordinance, therefore, having 
paffed both houfes, Effex, Warwic, Manchefi:er, Denbigh, vValler, Brereton, 
and 1nany others, refigned their commands, and received the thanks of parlia· 
n1ent for their good fervices. A penfion of ten thoufand pounds a year was fer .. 
ded on Effex. 

IT was agreed to recruit the army to 2 z,ooo men ; and Sir Thomas Fairfax 
was appointed general. 'Tis remarkable, that his commiffion did not run, like 
that of Effex, in the name of the king and parliament, but in that of the par· 
liament .alone: And the article of the fafety of the king's pe;fon was omitted. 
So much had the ammofities increafed between the parties. Cromwel, being a 
n1ember of the lower houfe, fhould have been difcarded with the others; but 
this impar_tiality would have difappointed all the views ,Gf .thofr, who had in
_troduced the felf.denying ordinance. He was faved by a fubtilty, and by that 
political craft, in which he was fo eminent. At the time, when the other offi
cers refigned their commiffions, care was taken, that he ihould be fent with a 
body of horfe, in order to relieve Taunton, befieged by the royalijls. His ab
fence being remarked, orders were difpatched for his immediate attendance in par
liament ; and the new general was directed to employ fome other officer in that 
fervice. A ready compliance was feigned ; and the very day was named, on 
which, it was averred, he would take his place in the bo~1fe. l3ut Fairfax, ha-

ving 
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v!ng appointed a rendezvous of the army, wrote to the parliament, and defired Chap. VIII. 
leave to retain, for fome days, Lieutenant-general CromweJ, whofe . advice, he 16#· 
faid, would be ufeful, in fupplying the place of thqfe officers, who hag refigned. 
Shortly after, he begged, with tnuch earneftnefs, that they would allow Crom-
wel to ferve that campaign. And thus the independents, tho' the minority, pre-
vailed by art and cunning over the preibyterians, and befl:owed the whole military 
authority, in appearance, upon Fairfax ; in reality, upon Cromwel. 

FA 1 R FAx was a perfon equally eminent for courage and for humanity, andFairfuc. 
not more guided by that honour, which regards the opinion of the public, than by 
that nobler principle of virtue, which feeks the inward fatisfaction of [elf-appro
bation and applaufc. Sincere in his profeilions ; difinterefted in his views; open 
in his conduct ; he had formed one of the moft !hining characters of that ag~ ; 
had not the extreme narrownef.43 of his genius, in every thing but in war, and 
}~is embarraffed and confufed elocution, on every occafion but when he gave or-
ders, diminifhed the luftre of his merit, and · rendered the part, which he atl:ec, 
even when invcfted with the fupreme command, but fecondary and fubordi-
nare. 

CROMWEL, by whofe fagacity and infinuation Fairfax was intirely governed,Cromwd. 
-is one of the moft eminent and moft fingular perfonages, which occurs in hif-
tory : The ftrokes of his character are as open and ftrong1y marked, as the 
fchemes of his conduct were, during the time, dark and impenetrable. His ex-
tenfive capacity enabled him to form the moft enlarged projects : His e'1terprizing 
genius was not difmayed with the boldeft and moft dangerous. Carried, by his 
natural temper, to magnanimity, to grandeur, and to an imperious and domi
neering policy; he knew, when neceffary, to employ the moft profound diffi
n1ulation, the mofr oblique and re6ncd artifice, the fr.:mblance of the greateft mo
deration and fimplicity. A friend to jufiice, tho' his public condutl: was one 
continued violation of it; devote i to religion, tho' he perpetually employed it 
as the infhument of his ambition; he was engaged in crimes from the profpect of 
fovereign power, a temptation, which is, in general, irrcfi!lible to human na-
ture. And by ufing well that autho;·ity, which he attained by fraud and violence, 
he has leffened, if not overpo\vered, our detefiat.on of his enormities, by our 
admiration of his fuccefs and of his genius. 

DuR I ·c this important tranf2cbon of the felf-denying ordinance, the neaotia- Treaty <f , 
tions for peace were likewife car:-ieci on, tho' with fmall hopes of fuccefs. 

0 

J'h~ U.·b:-idgt. 

"ing having fent two meifages, one from Evefham *, another from 1'aviHol .. e t, 
VoL. I. C c c U"'firing 
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Cl1a~. VUI. defiring· a tre ty, the parliament dilpatched commiffioners to Oxford, with pro-
1 fS· pofals, as high as if they had obtained a compleat viCtory. The advantages 

gained during th~ campaign, and the great diftreifes of the royalifts, had much ele
vated their hopes ; and they were refolved to repofe no truft in men, enflamed with 
the higheft animofity againft them, and who, were they pofieffed of power, were 
fully authorized by law to puniil1 all their opponents as rebels and as traitors. 

THE King, \'v·hen he confidered the propofals and the difpofition of the par
liament, could not expect any accommodation, and had no profpect but of war, 

,. or of total fubmi.ffion and fubjeB:ion : Yet, in order to fatisfy his own parry, 
who were extremely impatient for peace, he agreed to fend the Duke of Rich
mond and Earl of Southampton, with an anfwer to the parliament's propofals, 
and at the fame time to defire a treaty upon their mutual demands and pretenfions •. 
It r.ow became neceffary for him to retract his former declaration, that the two 
hvldes ut Vvefiminf1er were not a free parliament; and accordingly, he was in
duced, tho' with great reluctance, to give them, in his anfwer, the appellation 
of the parliament of Engbnd. But it appeared afterwards, by a letter, which 
he wrote to the ~een, and of which a copy was taken at the battle of Nafeby, 
that he fecretly entered a proteftation in his council-book ; and he pretended, tho' 
he had cal!ea them the parliament, that he had not thereby acknowledged them for 
fuch *. This fubtlety, which has been frequently objeB:ed to Charles, is the 
tnoft noted of thofe very few inftances, froJn w hi eh the enemies of this Prince 
have endeavoured to load him with the imputation of infincerity ; and l1ave in
ferred that the parliament could repofe no confidence in his profeffions and de
clarations, not even in his laws and ftatutes. T'here is, however, it muft be 
confeifed, a difference univerfally avowed between fimply giving to men the ap
pellation, which they affume, and the folemn aci~nowledgment of their title to it; 
tho' it had perhaps been better, had the King, in fuch delicate tranfaEtions be
tween him and his people, kept at the wideft diftance from fuch fufpicious di(: 
tinClions. 

3oth of Jan. THE time and place of treaty were agreed on, and accordingly fixtcen com-
miffioners from the King met at Uxbridge with twelve authorized by the parlia
ment, attended with the Scotch commiffioners~ It was agreed that the Scotch 

and 

* His words are, " As for my calling thofe at London a parliament, I fhall refer thee to Dighy 
'' for particular fatisfatl:ion ; this in general : If there had been but two befides myfelf, of my opi .. 
" · nion, I had not done it; and the argument, that prevaned with me was, that the calling did no 
" ways acknowledge them to be a parliament; upon which condition and conflruction I did it, and 
" no otherwife; and accordingly it is regifter'd in the council books, with the council's unanimous 
u approbation.'' The Ki"g's Cabinet fJpened. 
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and parliamentary comm:ffioners fhould give in their demands with regard to three Chap. VH ·• 
import ant articles, Religion, the Militia, and Ireland; and that theie i11ould b"' 6+' · 
fucccffively examined anci difcuffed in conferences with the King's commiffioners. 
It was foon found totally impraCticable to come to any agreement with regard to 
any of thefe articles. 

IN the fummer 1643, while the negotiations were carried on with Scotland, 
the parliament had fummoned an affembly at Weftminfl:er, compofed of r 2 I di
vines and 30 laymen, celebrated in their party for piety and learning. By their 
advice, alterations were made in the thirty-nine articles, or in the metaphyficnl 
doclrines of the church; and. what was of greater importance, the liturgy was 
intir ly abolifhed, and, in its place, a new directory for worfbip was eftablifl1ed ; 

y \Vhich, fuitable to the fpirit of the puritans, th utmofl: liberty, both in pray
ing and preaching, was indulged to the public teachtrs. By the folemn league 

nd covenant, epifcopacy was abjured, as dcftructive of all true piety ; and a 
n·:tional engagement, attended with every circumftance, which cou'd render a 
)fomife facred and obligatory, was entered into with the Scotch, never to fuffer 

its re-admiffion. All the(e meafures lhowed little fpirit of accommodation in the 
parliament ; and the King's commiffioners were not furprized to find the eilablifil
ment of prefbytery and the dire ory pofitively demanded, together with the 
fubfcription to the. cov nant, both by the King and kingdom*. 

c c c 2 HAD 

Such love of contradift1on prevailed in the parliament, th:1t they had converted Ch:-ii1mas, which, 
\\ith t!1c churchmen, was a great feftivd, into a folcmn faft and humiliation; c' In order,'' as they 
faid, " that it might eaU to r~m ... mbrance our fins and the fins of our forefathers, \\ho, pretending 
" to cc!cb·.lte the memory cf Chrifr, have turned this feaft into an extreme forgetfl: lncis of him, by 
" giv~ng lib rty to carnal and fcnfual delights." 'Tis remarkable, that . as the parliament aboliilied 
aH holy days, at.d feverely prohibited all · mufi·ment on the Sabbath ; ~nd even burned, by the hands 
f the hangman, the king's book of [ports; the natinti found, tl1at there was no time left for re

laxation or diver lion. Upon application, therefore, of the fer;ants and ap )rentice-, the parli'lment;" 
. appointed the fecond Tuefc ay of every morith for play anJ recreation. Bu~ the.!"e inH:itutions, they 

found great diffiat1ty to execute ; and the pcop,lc were refolved to be merry when they pleafed, not\\ hen 
the parllament fhould prefcribe to them. The keer ing of Chri!hnas holy-days was long a great mark 
of mdignanc;, and \cry fevcrely :enfured by tl e commons. Even minced pyes, wl ich cuH:om had 
m:!de a Chriftmas difh among the churchmen, was regard.ed, during that fcafon, as a profane and 
fuper!Etious viand by the fccbries; tho' at other times it agreed very well \Vith their flomachs. Jn 
the parliamentary ordinance too, for the obfen•ance of the Sabh::th, they inferted a cbufe for the 
taking down of l\1 ay-poJrs, which they called a hcathenifh \'anity fincc \Ye are uron this fubject, 
it may not be amifs to mention, t:~at, b,fidc fetting apart ~unday for the ord'nance:s, as they called 
UH~m, _the godly had rcgul r meetings on Thurfday for refoh ing ea~ 5 of confc:ence, and conferring 
about t ·t>ir progrefs in grace. \\'hat they were eh; • y a 1:xious about, was the fixing t11e precife mo. 
1ent of their convcrfion or n \ buth; and who~' ·er could not af< e1tain fo difficult a po"nt of cal

cu!nt.on, . 
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HAD Charles teen of :1 diff>ofition to neg1eCl: all theological controverfy; he 
yet had been @bliged, in good policy, to adhere to epifcopal j urifdiftion, not 
only becaufe it was favourable to monarchy, but becaufe all his adherents were 
paffionately devoted to it; and to abandon them, in what they regarded as fo 
imp')rtant an article, was for ever to relinquifl1 their friendfhip and affiflance. 
But Charles had never attaiced fuch enlarged prjnciples. He efieemed biihops 
effential to the very being of a chrifiian church; and he thought himfe]f bound, 
by more facred ties, than thofe of po:icy, or even of honour, to the fupport of 
that order. His concefiions therefore, on this head, he judged fufficient, when 
he agreed, That an indulgence f11otlld be given to tender confciences with re 
gard to ceremonies; that the bifhops !hould exercife no act of jurifdiC'tion or or
dination, -without the confent and council of fuch prefbyters as ihould be chofen 
by the clergy of each diocefe ; that they refide confrantly in their diocefe, and 
be bound to preach every Sunday; that pluralities be abolifhed ; that abufes in 
ecclefiafrical courts be redreffed ; and that a hundred thoufand pounds be levied 
from the biihop's eftates and the chapter lands, for payment of debts contracted 
by the parliament. Thefe conceffions, tho' confiderable, gave no fatisfaB:ion to 
the parliamentary commiffions; and, without abating any thing of their rigor 
on this head, they proceeded to their demands with regard to the militia. 

THE King's partizans had all along maintained, that the fears and jealoufies of 
the parliament, after the fecurities fo early and eafily given to public liberty, 
\:yere either feigned or groundlefs; and that no human infticution could be better 
poized and adjuftcd, than was now the government of England. By the abo
lition of the fi-ar-chamber and court of high commiffion, the prerogative, they 
faid, has loft all that coercive power, by which it had formerly fup~reifed or 
endangered liberty : By the eftablilhment of triennial parliaments, it can have 
no leifure to acquire new rowers, or guard itfelf, during any time, from the 
1nfpeB:ion of tha~ watchful affembly: By the ilender revenue of the crown, no 
king can ever attain fuch influence as to procure a repeal of thefe f.-:lutary fta-
utes : .And while the prince commands no mercenary forces, he will in vain, 

by violence, attempt an infringement of laws, fo clearly defined by means of 
late difputes, and fo paffionateJy cherifhed by all his fubjecrs. In this fi.tuation 
furely, the nation, governed by fo virtuous a monarch, may, for the prefent, 

remain 

culation, could not pretend any title to f.Lint!hip. The profane fchoJars at Oxford, afcer the par
liament became mafters of that town, gave to the houfe, in which the zealots alfembled, the deno
mination of Scruple-Shop: The zealots, in their turn, infulted the fcholars and profelfors; and, in
truding into t11e r,Jaces of IeCl:ures, declaimed againft human learning, anJ challenged the rnoft know
ing of the.1 to pwre that their caliing was from Chrift. See Wood's Fafli Oxonienfes, p. 740. 
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rem~!n in tranqui 'Iity, an·d try,"' hether it he not po!lible, by r,e'ceful arts, to Ch~p. YIII. 
elude thi:H danger, wit1~ " hi\.h, it is pretended , its liberties are ftill threatened. 1645· 

BuT· tho' the royalifl:s infifted on thefe pLmfi ble topics, before t he commence· 
ment of the war, they were ob ~ged to own, th .: t the progrefs of civil commo
tions had fomewhat abated the force and evidence of this reafoning. If the power 
of the militia, faid the oppofite party, be e1:truf1:ed to the King, it were not now 
altogether impofiible for him to abufe that autl1ority. By the rage of interline 
d iiCord, his partizans are enflamed into an extreme hatred againft their antago
r1 ifis ; and have contracted, no doubt, fome prejudices again ft popular privileges, 
which, in their apprehen.Gon, have been the fource ot fo much mifchief. \ 'Vere 
the arms of the ftate, therefore, put entirely into fuch hands; wh t pt blic fe 
curicy, it may be demanded, can be given to liberty, or what private fecurity to 
thofe, who, in oppofition to the letter of the law, have fo generoufly ventur d 
their lives in its defence ? In compliance with this apprehenfion, Charl s offered, 
that the arms of the fl:ate fhould be entrufl:ed, during three years, to twenty 
commiilioners, who · fhould be named, either by common agreement betw en 
him and the parliament, or the one half by him, the other by the parliament. 
And, after the expiration of that term, he infifred, that his conftitutional autho
rity over the militia !hould again return to him. 

THE parliamentary eo m mifiioners at firft demanded, that the power of the fword 
fhould for ever be entruftecl to fuch perfons, as the parliament alone 01ould appoint : 
But afterwards, they relaxed fo far, as to require that authority only for [even 
years; after which, it was not to return to the king, but to be fettled by bilJ, 
or by common agreement between him and his parliament. The King's commif· 
.fioners a:fked, whether jealoufies and fears were all on one fide, and whether the 
prince, from fuch violent attempts and pretenfions as he had experienced, had nor, 
at leaft, equal reafon to apprehend for his authority, as they for their liberty? 
\Vhether there was any equity, in fecuring only one party, and leaving the other, 
during the courfe of feven years, entirely at the mercy of their enemies ? YVhe· 
ther, if unlimited power was entruftt;d to the parliament during fo long a period, 
it would not be eafy for them to frame the fubfequent bill in the manner molt 
agreeable to then1felves, and keep for ev·er poifeffion of the fword, as well as of 
every article of civil power and jurifdiction ? 

THr: truth is, after the commencement of the war, it was very difficult, if not 
impoffible, to find {; curity for both parties, efpecially for that of the parliament. 
Amidft fuch violent animofities, power alone could enfure fafety; and the power 
of one fide was neceffarily attended with the danger of the other. Few or no 
inft nces occur in hiftory of an equaJ, peaceflll, and durable accommodation, 

tha" 
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CLap V IIL that has been concluded between two factions, which have been inflamed into 
I6+)· civil war. 

~ ITH re.:;ard to Ireland, there were no greater hopes of agreement between 
the parties. The parliament demanded, That the cefiation with the rebels Ihould 
be declared void; that the management of the war fhould be given over entirely 
to the parliament; and that after the cor.queft of Ireland, the nomination of the 
Lord lieutenant and of the judges, or in other words, the fovereignty of that 
kingdom, fhould lil:.e\vifr remain in their hands. 

\V HAT rendered a peaccfl•l accommodation fiill more defperate: The demands 
n thefe three h ads, however exorbitant, were acknowledged, by the parlia

Hlrntary commiffion r V' to be nothing but preliminaries. vVere all thefe granted, 
tLey ftill referved the power of reviving thofe other demands, {till m01 e exorbi
tant, which, a little before, had been tranfmitted to the King at Oxford. Such 
ignominious terms were there inii!ted on, as worfe could fcarcely be demanded, 
were Charles totally vanquifhed, a prifoner, and in chains. The King was re
quired to attaint and exempt from a general pardon, forty 9f the m oft confider
able of. his Englil1.1 fuhjeB:s, and nineteen of his Scotch, together with all popifh 
recufants in both kingdoms, who had borne arms for him. It was infifled, th, t 
forty-eight more, with all members ~ha had fat in either houfe at Oxford, all 
lawyers and divines who had embraced the King's party, fhould be rendered in
capable of any office, be forbid the exerc ife of their profeflion, be prohibited from 
coming wichin the verge of the court, and forfeit the third of their eflat ·s to the 
parliament. It was required, that whoever had borne arms for the King, fhould 
forfeit the tenth part of their eftate, or if that did not fuilice, the fixth, for the 
payment of public debts. As if the royal authority \Vas not fufficiently annihi
lated by fuch terms, it was demanded, that the court of wards fhould be abo-

' lifhcd; that all the confiderable officers of the crown, and all the judges, .fhould 
be appointed by parliament; and that the right of pL"ltce and war fhould not be 
exercifed without the confent of that affembly. The prefbyterians, it muft 
be confefTecl, after infifl:ing on fuch conditions, differed only in words, from 
the independents, who required the eft,:blifhment of a pure republic. vVhen the 
debates had been carried on to no purpofe, during twenty days, among the com
miilioncrs, they feparated, and ret 1rned; thofe of the King, to~ Oxford, thofe 
of the parlia nent, to London. 

Execution of A little before r .e commencement of this fruitlefs treaty, a deed was executed by 
L:.J.Jd. 

t 1c parliame 1t, which proved their determined refolution to yield nothing, but 
tt.o proceed in the fame violent and im"nious manner, with which thry had, at 

· firft, 
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firf1, entered on .. thefe dang rous enterpt izes. A rchbifhop Laud, the mofl fa- Chap. vru. 

cured miniHer of the King, was brought to the fcafFold ; and in this infrance, 16·!-'·· 

he public might fee, that popular afiemblies, as, by their very nun1bcr, they arr, 
in a great meafure, exempt from the refl:raint of fhame, fo, when they a~fo over-
leap the bounds of law, nawrally break out into acts of the greatefl: tyranny and 
injufiice. 

FROM the time, that Laud had been committed, the houfe of commons, en
gaged in enterprizes of greater moment, had found no ltifure to finifh his in1-
P achment ; and he had patiently endured fo long an im~rifomnent, without be
ing brought to any trial. After the union with Scotland, the bigotted rage of 
that nation revived the like fpirit in England; and the fetl:arie refolvcd to gra
tify their vengeance in the puniihment of this prelate, who had fo long, by his 
authority, and by the execution of penal laws, kept their zealous fpirit under the 
n1ofl: violent confinement. He was accufed of high treafon, in endeavouring to 
fubvert the fundamental Jaws, and of other high crim s and mifdemeanors. The 
fame illegality of an accumulative crime and a conftruCljve evidence, which ap
peared in the cafe of .Strafford ; the fame violence and iniquity in conducting the 
trial, are confpicuous thro' tl e whole courfe of this profecution. The groundlefs 
charge of popery, which was belied by his whole life and conduct, was continu
ally llrged againft the prifonc:r; and every error rendered unpardonable by this 
imputation, which was fL ppofed to imply the height of all enormities. '' This 
" tnan, my lords," faid ferjeant Wilde, concluding his long fpeech againft him, 
" is like Naaman the Syrian; a great man, but a leper." 

WE fhall not enter into a detail of this matter, which, at prefcnt, feems to ad
mit of fo little controverfy. It fuffices to fay, that after a long trial, and the ex
amination of above a hundred and fifty witneffes, the commons found fo little 
Jjkelihood of obtaining a judicial fentence againfl: Laud, that they were obliged to 
have recourfe to their leg1flati ve authority, and to pafs an ordinance for taking 
away the life of this aged prelate. Notwithftandiog the low condition, into which 
the houfe of peers were fallen, there appeared fome intention of rejecting this or
dinance;. and the popular leaders were again obliged to apply to the multitude, 
and to extinguifh, by threats of new tumults, the fmall remains of liberty, pof
feifed by the upper houfe. Seven peers alone voted in this ·important queHion. 
The refl:, either from fhame or fear, took care to abfent themfelves. 

LAuD, who had behaved during his trial with great fpirit and vigor of genius, 
funk not under the horrors of his execution ; but' tho' he ufually profefied hin1-
felf apprehenfive of a violent death, he found all his fears to diffipate btfore that 
fuperior courage, by which he was. animated. "·No one," faid he, " can be 

" more 
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Cha~ VIII." more willing to fend me out of life, than I am defirous to go." Even upon 
10+5· the fcaifold, and during the int rvals of his prayers, he was harraffed and mo· 

lefted by Sir John Clotworthy, a zealot of the reigning feet, and a great leader in 
the lower houfe : 1~his was the time he chafe for examining the principles of the 
dying p·imate, and trepaning him into a confeffion, that he trufted, for his fal
vation, to the merits of good works, not to the death of the Redeemer. Hav
ing extricated hitnfelf from thcfe theological toils, the Archbifl1op laid his head 
on the block; and it was fevered from the body by one blow*. Thofe theo!o~ 
gical opinions, for which he fuff red, contributed, no doubt, to the courage and 
confl:ancy of his end. Sincere, he undoubtedly was, and, however mifguided, 
aCtuated by religious motives in all his purfuits; and it is to be regreted that a 
man of fuch fririt, v. ho conduCted his enterprizes with fo much warmth and in
duftry, had not entertained more enlarged views, and embraced principles more 
favourab~e to the general happinefs of fociety. 

THE great and important advantage, which the party gained by Str"'frord's 
death, may, in fome degree-, palliate the iniquity of the fentence pronounced a ~ 
gainft him: But the execution of this old in6rm prelate, who had fo long re
mained an inoffrnfive prifoner, can be afcribed to nothing but vengeance and bi
gotry in thofe fevere religionifts, by whom the parliament was intirely governed. 
rrhat he deferved a be~ter fate was not queftioned by any reafonable man : The 
degree of his merit was, in other refpeCts, much difputed. Some accufed him 
of recommending flavi!h doCtrines, of promoting perfccution, and of encourag
ing fuperftition ; while others thought, that his conduCt, in thefe three particu
lars would admit of apology and extenuation. 

THAT the letter of the law, as much as the mofl flaming court~fermon, incuL 
cates paffive obedience, is very apparent : And tho' the fp/rit of a limited go
vernment feems to require, in very extraordinary cafes, fome mitig:ltion of fori
gorous a doCtrine; it muft be confeffed, that the preceding genius of the Fnglifl1 
confi:itution had rendered a miftake in this particular very natural and excufable. 
To infliCt death at leaft on thofe, who depart from the exact line of truth in 
thefe nice queftions; fo far from being favourable to national liberty ; favours 
ftrongly of the fp:rit of tyranny and profcription. 

ToL.ERATION had hitherto been fo little the principle of any chriftian fecr, 
that even the c1tholics, the remnant of the relic-ion profeffi:d by their anceftors, 

0 • 

{;Ould not obtain from the Englifb the Jeaft indulgence. This very houfe of com-
mons, in their famous rcmonfhance, took care to jufl:ify tbemfelves, as from 

the 
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the highert imputation; of any intention to relax the golden reins of difcipline, ChiiP; VH1. 

as they called them, or grant any toleration : And the enemies of the church 16+: · 
were fo fair from the beginning, as not to lay claim to liberty of confcience, whid 
they called a toleration for foul murder. They openly challenged the fupcrioritf 
and even menaced the efl:ablifhed church with that perfecution, which they after-
wards, exercifed againft: it with fuch feverity. And if the queftion be confider-
ed in the view of policy; tho' a feet, already formed and advanced, may, with 
good reafon, demand a toleration ; what title had the puritans to this indulgence, 
who were juft: on the point of (eparation from the church, and whom, it: might 
be hoped, fome wholf.Jme and legal feverities would ftill retain in their obedience 

to it * ? 
\V HA TEVE R ricHcule, to a philofophical mind, may be thrown on pious cere

monies, it muft be confeifed, that, during a very religious age, no infi:itution 
.an be more advantageous to the rude multitude, and tend more to mollify that 
fi .cce and gloomy fpirit of devotion, to which they are fubjetl:. Even the Eng
liL1 church, tho' it had retained a fhare of popi!h ceremonies, may jufi:ly be 
thought too naked and unadorned, and ftill to approach too near the abfrraCl: and 
fpiritual religion of the puritans. Laud and his afiociates, by reviving a few 
primitive infbtutions of this nature, corretted the error of the firft reformers, 
and prefented, to the affrightened and aftonifhed mind, fome fenfib!e, exterior 
obfervances, which n1ight occupy it during its religious exercifes, and abate the 
violence of its difappr)inted efforts. The thought, no longer bent on that divine 
and my!terious Effence, fo fuperior to the narrow capacities of mankind, was 
able, by means of the new model of devotion, to relax itfelf in the contempJa_ 
tion of pictures, pofl:ures, vefrments, buildings; and all the fine arts, which 
minift:n:d to religion, thereby received additiona-l encour1gement. The primate, 
'ds true, conduCted this fcheme, not with the enlarged fentiments and cool dif
pofition of a legiflator, but with the intemperate zeal of a fectary; and by over-

oti< Tlut Laud's feverity was not extreme, ar)pears from 6is fa..:t, that he caufcd th-- a5b or r:!cords 

of the high commiffion-court to be fearchcd, and found that then~ had been fewer fuf cn!ions, cle

pri\ ations, and other punif11ments, by three, during the feven years of his time, than in any fcven 

years of his prcdecelfor Abbot; who was notwithftanding in great {'fteem \Vith the houfe of commons. 

7roubles and trials of Laul, p. 164. But Abbot wa. little attached to the cou t, and W;lS alto a pu

ritan in dochin~, and bore a mortal hatred to the papifl:s. Not to mention, tb~ the mutinous fpi

rit was rifin~~ h;gher in the time of Laud, and v..roul 1 lefs bear controul. T:1e m:r,irm, howe ·er, of 

his a·Jmin~~lration were the fame which had ever prc\':iilcd in E1Jgland, and w:1i-.h had place in everY 

Hl er Eur ,l)eJn narion, except Holland, which ilmlied cl id1y the intcrcft of commc.·ce, anJ Frar ·, 

\·hich was fetter'd by e-iitl:s ~n-1 tr;::atics. To have changed them [or the moJ.crn nnxims of t0lcr -

•ic.n, ho vevcr rea f. nd)le, wculd ha\·c ,)ccn deemed a v~ry Lo:d; n <.langcrou3 cntt...r~· i ··e . 

\' L. J. DJ d 
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Chap. VIII. looking the circumftances of the times, ferved rather to inflame that rellgious 
1645· fury, which he meant to reprefs. But this blemi{h is more to be regarded as a 

general imputation on the whole age, than any particular failing of Laud; and 
'tis fufficient for his vindication to obferve, that his errors were the moft excu
fable of all thofe which prevailed during that zealous period. 

C HA P. IX. 

lvlontrofe's viCiories.-7'he new model of the army.-Battle of Nafeby; 
Surrender of Briflol.-----The ~'ilJift conquered by Fairfax.-

, Defeat of Monfroje.-Ecclifiaftical affairs.--King goes to the 
Scotch at Newark~-End of the war.-King delivered up by the 
Scotch. 

W HILE the King's affairs declined in England, fome events happened in 
Scotland, which feemed to promife him a more profperous iffue of the 

quarrel. 

Montrofe's BEFORE the commencement of thefe civil diforders, the Earl of Montrofe, 
viCtories. a young Nob le man of a diftinguiilied family, returning from his travels, had 

been introduced to the King, and had made an offer of his fervices; but by the 
infinuations of the Marquefs, afterwards Duke of HJmilton, who poffeffed much 
of Charles's confidence, he had not been received with that diftinction, to which 
he thought himfelf juftly in titled. Difgufted with this treatment, he had for
warded all the violence of the covenanters-; and agreeable to the natural ardour 
of hi~ genius, he had applied hin1felf, during the firft infurretl:ion, with great zeal 
as well as fu<:cefs, in levying and condutling their armies. Being commiffioned by 
the 1able.s to wait upon the King, while the royal army lay at Berwick, he was fo 
won upon by the civilities and careffes of that monarch, that he thenceforth de
voted himfelf intireJy, tho' fecretly, to his fervice, and entred into a clofe cor
refpondence with him. In the fecond Scottiih infurrection, a great military com
n1and was entn.1fted to him by the covenanters; and he was the firft who paffed 
the Tweed, at the head of their troops, in the invafion of England. He found 
_means, however, foon after to convey a letter to the King : And by the infide-
lity of fome about that Prince ; Hamilton, as was by fome fufpected; a copy of 

this 
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this letter was fent to Leven the Scotch g{ neral. Being accu[ed of tre chery Ch1p. ' ·, 

and a correfpondence with the enemy, Montrofe openly avowed the letter ; and 1 '-'4} 

afked the genera1s, if they dared to call their fovereign an enemy : And by his 
bold and magnanimous behaviour, he efcaped the danger of an immediate profe-
cution. As he was now fully known to be of the royal party, he no longer col -
cealed his intentions ; and he endeavoured to draw thofe, who had entertained like 
fentiments, into a bond of affociation for his mafter's fervice. Tho' thrown into 
prifon for this enter prize*, and detained fome time, he was not difcouraged ; 
but fiill continued, by his countenance and protection, to infufe fpirit into the 
diftreffed royalifts. Among other perfons of diftinction, who united themfelves 
to him, was the Lord N a pier of Merchi!l:on, fon to the famous invento r of the 
loganthn1s, the perfon to whom the title of a GREAT MAN is more juftly d ue, 
than to any other, whom his country ever produced. 

TH ER E was in Scotland another party, who profefiing equal attachment to the 
~ing's fervice, pretended only to differ with Montrofe about the means of at· 

taining the fame end ; and of this party, Hamilton was the leader. 1 'hat No 
1 n an had caufe to be extren1ely devoted to the King, not only by reafon of the 

connexion of blood, which united him to the royal family ; but on account of 
the great confidence and favour, with which he had ever been honoured by 
his mafter. Being accufed by Lord Rae, not without fome appearance or pro
bability, of a conlpiracy againft the King; Charles was fo far fron1 harbouring 
fufpicion againft him, that, the very firf1: time Hamilton came to court, he re
ct ived him into his bed-chamber, and paifed alone the night with him. But 
fuch was the Duke's unhappy fate or conduct, that he efcaped not the imputa
tion of treachery to his friend and fovereign; and tho' he at laft facrificed his 

li!e in the King's fervice, his integrity and fincerity have not been thought by hif
torians int~rely free from blemiih. Perhaps, (and this is the moft probable opi
nion) the fubtilties and refinements of his conduct and his temporizing maxims, 
tho' accompanied with good intentions, have been the chief caufe of a fufpicion, 
which has never yet been either fully proved or refuted . A s much as th e bold 
and vivid fpirit of Montrofe prompted him to enterprizing meafures, as muc.1 was 
the cautious temper of Hamilton inclined to fuch as were moderate and dil atory. 
While the former foretold, that the Scotch covenan ters were fccretl y form ing an 
·union with the Englii11 parliament, and i1 culcated the neceffity of preventing 
them by fome vigorous unde1 taking; the latte r frill infifl:ed, that every fu ch at-

D d d 2 tempt 

• It is no t impror er to take notice of a mifbke committc-.1 by C1 ar"'ndon, Dl 'i C t t!!e d i (adv~n~ 
' lG'C of this gallant Noblem:m; that he offered the ring, \\hen h i~ .v!aj<! :y was in ~~cot! and, to ~fl d 

.fit:·tt . Arzy e. All the time the Ki r.g \Vas in Sco:Lnd, M ontroie wa~ 01 1.1cJ to pri{c'J. 
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tempt wo~ld precipitate them into meafures, to which, otherwife, they W('re r.ot, 
perhaps, inclined. After the Scotch parliament was fummoned with( ut the 
King's authority, the former exclaimed, that their intentions were now vifible, 
and that if fome unexpeCted blow was not ftruck, to diffipate them, they would 
arm the v.. hole nation againft the King ; the latter maintained the poffibility of 
outvoting the difaffeCted party, and fecuriog, by peaceful means, the allegiance 
of the 'ketch nation. Unhappily for the royal caufe, Hamilton's reprefentations 
n1et \\ tth more credit from the King and ~een, than thofe of Montrofe ; and 
the covenanters were allowed, without interruption, to proceed in all their ho
fble meafures. Montrofe haftened to Oxford ; where his invectives againfl: Ha
irlilton 's treachery, concurring with the general prepoffeffion, and fupported by 
the unfortunate event of his councils, were entertained with univerfal approba
tion. Influenced by the clamour of his party, more than his own fufpicions~ 
Charles, fo ioon as Hamilton appeared, fent him prifoner to Pendennis ca(Ue ia 
Cornwall. His brother, Laneric, who was alfo put under confinemenr, found
means to make his efcape, and fly into Scotland. 

THE King's ears were now open to Montrofe's councils, who propofed none 
but the bolde '1 and moll: daring, agreeable to the defperate ftate of the royal caufe 
in Scotland. Tho' the whole nation was occupied by the covenanters, tho' great 
arm1es were kept on foot by them, and every place guarded by a vigilant admi
nifiration ; he undertook; by his c·vvn credit, and that of the few friends, wh(} 
remained to the King, to rai!e fuch eo m motions, as would fo~'h.oblige the male-con
t~nts to recal thofe forces, which had fo fenfibly thrown the balance in favour of 
the parliament. Not difcouraged with the defeat at Marfton moor, which ren
dered it impoilib1e for him to draw any fuccour from England ; he was contented 
to ftipulate with the Earl of Antrim, a Nobleman of Ireland, for fome fupply 
of men from that country. And he himfelf, changing his difguifts and palling 
thro' many dangers, arrived in ScotLmd ; where he lay concealed in the borders. 
of the Highlands, and fecretly prepared the minds of his partizans for the at· 
ten1pting fome great enterprize. 

No fooner were the Irifh landed, tho' not exceeding eleven hundred foot,. 
very ill armed, than Montrofe declared himfelf, and entered upon that fcene of 
action, which has rendered his name fo celebrated. About eight hundred of the 
men of A thole flocked to his frandard. Five hundred men more, who had been. 
levied by the covenanters, were perfuaded to embrace the royal caufe: And 
with this combined force, he hal1ened to attack Lord Elcho, who lay at Perth 
with an army of 6ooo men, affembled upon the firft news of the Irifh invafion. 
Moutrofe, inferior in number, totally unprovided of horfe, ill fupplied with arms 

and 
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ar.d an munition, had nothing to depend on, but the courage, which he himfelf, 

by his own example and the rapidity of his enterprizes, fhould infpire into his 

raw foldiers. Ha;,.·ing received the fire of the enemy, which was anf\vered chief

ly wi h a volley of ftones, he ru01ed amidft them with his fword drawn, threw 

them into confufion, pufhed his advantage, and obtained a complete viCtory, 
\Vith the Oaughter of two thoufand of the covenanters *. 

'Fins vietory, tho' it augmented the renown of Montrofe, increafed not his 

power nor numbers. The far greater part of the kingdom were extremtly at

tached to the covenant ; and fuch as bore an affection to the royal caufe, were ter

rified by the eftablifhed authority of the oppofite pavty. Dreading the fuperior· 

power of Argyle, who, having.joined his vafials to a force levied by the public~ 
\Vas approachiug with a confiderable army; Montrofe haftened northwards, in or

der to rouze again the lVIarquefs of Huntley and the Gordons, who, having haf. 

tily taken arms, had been infl:antly fuppreffed by the covenanters. He was joined 

on his march by the gallant Earl of Airly, with his two younger fons, Sir Tho 4 

mas and Sir David Ogilvy: The eldeft was, at that time~ a prifoner with the 

enemy. f-Ie attacked at Aberdeen the Lord Burley, who commanded a force of 

2500 men. After a fuarp combat, by his undaunted cour2ge, which, in his fitu

ation, was true policy, and was alfo not tmaccompanied with military fl~ill, he 

put the enemy to flight, and in the purfuit did great execution upon them t. 
BuT by this fecond advantage, he obtained not the end, which he propofed. 

The envious nature of I·Iuntley, jealous of Montrofe's glory, rendered him a

verfe to join an army, where he himfelf muft be fo much eclipfed by the fupe: 
rior tnerit of the geneFal. J\.rgyle, re-inforced by the Earl of Lothian, was be

hind him with a great army ~ The militia of the northern counties, Murray, Rofs, 

Caithnefs, to the number of sooo, oppofed him in front, and guarded the banks 

of the Spey, a deep and rapid river. In order to elude thefe numerous armies, 

he turned afide into the hills, and f.1ved his weak, but activ~ troops, in Ba.dcnoch. 

After fome marches and counter-marches., .t\rgyle came up with him at Faivy
caftie. Thi-s Noblen1an's character, tho' celebrated for · political courage and 

conduct, was very low for military prowefs-; and after fome ikirn1ifhes, in which 
he was worfted, he here allowed Montrofe to efcape him. By quick marches, 

thro' thefe inacceffible mountains, that general freed himfelf from the fuperior. 

forces of the covenanters. 

SucH was the fituation of Montrofe, that very good or very ill fortune was 

equally defi:ruB:ive to him, and diminifhed his army. After every victory, his 

foldiers, greedy of fpoil, but deeming the fmalleft acquifition to be unexhaufi:. 
· ed 
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ed riches, deferred in great numbers, and went home to fecure the treafures, 
which they had acquired. Tired too, and fpent with hafiy and long marches, 
in the depth of winter, thro' fnowy mountains, unprovided of every neceffary 
they fell ofr~ and left th"'ir general almofi: alone with the l1~fh, who, having n; 
place to which they could retire, ftill adhered to him in every fortune. 

WITH thefe, and fome reinforcement of the _!\thole-men, and Macdona!ds 
whom he had recalled, ~vfontrofe fell fuddenly upon Argyle's country, and let 
loofe upon it the whole r.1ge of war; driving the cattle, burning the houfes, 
and putting the inhabitJnts to the fword. This feverity, by which Montrofe 
fullied his victories, was the re!'ult of private animofity againfi the chieftain, a 
111uch as of zeal for the public eau !~. Argyle, colleCting three thoufand men 

' marched in quefi: of the enemy, \Vho had retired with their plunder ; and he 
lay at Innerlochy, fuppofing himfelf fiill at a confiderable diftance from them. 
rrhe Earl of Seaforth, at the head of the garrifon of Invernefs, who were vete
ran foldiers, joined to soco new levied troops of the northern counties, preffed 
the royalifts on the other fide, and threJtened them with inevitable defiruction. 
By a quick and unexpeCted rnarch, ~ontrofe haftened to Innerlochy, and pre
fented himfelf in order of battle, before the furprifed, but not affrighted, cove
nanters. Argy le alone, feized with a panic, deferted his army, who ftill main
tained their ground, and gave battle to the royalifrs. After a vigorous·refifLnce, 
they were defeated, and purfued with great flaughter : And the power of the 
Campbels (that is Argyle's name) being thus broke; the highlanders, who were in 
general well-affeCled to the royal caufe, began to join Montrofe's camp, in great 
numbers. Seaforth's army diffi pated of itfelf, at the very terror of his name. 
And the Lord Gordon, eldeft fon to I-I untley, having efcaped from his uncleAr
gyle, who h.1d hithei to detained him, now joined Montrofe, with no contempti
ble number of his followers, attended by his brother the Earl of Aboine. 

THE council at Edinburgh, alarmed at Montrofe's progrefs, began to think of 
a more regular plan of defence, againfi: an enemy, whofe repeated victories had 
rendered him extremely formidable. They fent for Baillie-, an officer of reputa- . 
tion; a•1d joining hin1 in command with U rrey, who had again inJifred himfelf 
among the King's enemies, they fent them to the field, with a confiderable ar
my., againft the royalifts. Montrofe, with a detachment of 8oo men, had at
tacked Dundee, a to"'.vn extremely zealous for the covenant: And having carried it 
by afiault, had delivered it up to be plundered by his foldicrs; when Baillie and 
Urrey, with their whole force, were unexpeCtedly upon him. I-Iis conduCt and 
prefence of mind, in this emergence, appeared confpicuous. Inil:antly he called 
off his foldiers from plunder, put them in order, fecurcd his retreat by the moft 

fkilful 
8 
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!kilful tneafures; and having marched fixty miles in the face of an enemy much Chap. IX. 
fuperior, without fropping, or allowing his foldiers the leafl: fleep or refrefhmenr, 16.V· 
he at laft fecured himfelf in the mountains. 

BAJLLIE and. Urrey now divided their t;oops, in order the better to conduct 
the war againft an enemy, who furprifed them, as n1uch by the rapidity of his 
n1arches, as by the boldnefs of his entcrprizes. U rrey, at the head of 4000 men, 
n1et him at Alderne, near Invernefs ; and, encouraged by the fuperiority of 
number (for the covenanters were double the royalifts, attacked him in the poft 
which he had chofen. Montrofe, having placed his right wing in very fhong 
ground, drew the befl: of his forces to the other, and left no main body between 
them ; a defect which he artfully concealed, by fhowing a few men thro' the 
trees and bullies, with which that ground was covered. That Urrey might have 
no leifure to perceive the frratag\:m, he inftantly led his left wing to the attack ; 
and, making a furious impreffion upon the covenanters, drove them off the field, 
and obtained a corn pleat viCtory. In this b~ttle, the valour of young N a pier,. 
fon to the lord of th::tt name, fhone out with fignal luftre .. 

BA ILL 1 E now advanced, in order to revenge U rrey's difcomfiture ; but, at 
Alford, he met himfelf with a like fate*'. Montrofe, weak in cavalry, lined 
hjs troops of horfc with infantry; and after putting the enemies horfe to the 
rout, fell with united force upon their infantry, which were entirely cut in pie .. 
ces, tho' with the lofs of the gallant Lord Gordon on the part of the royalifts. 
And having thus prevailed in fo many battles, which his vigour ever rendered as 
decifive as they were fuccefsful ; he fummoned together all his friends and confe
derates, and prepared himfelf for marching into the fouthern provinces, in order 
to put a total period to the power of the covenanters, and diffipate the parliament, 
which, with great pomp and folemnity, they had a.ffemblcd at St. Johnfton. 

W HT LE the fire was thus kindled in the north of the ifland, it blazed out 
:with no lefs fury in the fouth ; and the parliamentary and royal armies, as foon as 
the feafon would permit, prepared to take the field, in hopes of bringing their 
important quarrel to a quick decifion. The palling the [elf-denying ordinapce 
had been protracted by fo n1any debates and intrigues, that the fpring was far 
advanced before it received the fanction of both houfes; and it was thought dan
gerous by many to introduce fo near the tin1e of action, fuch great innovations 
into the army. Had not the punctilious principles of Effex engaged him, amidft 
all the difgufts which he received, to pay implicit obedience to the parliament; 
this alteration had not been effected Without fome fatal a cident : ~incc, not
withftanding the prompt re!ignation of his command, a mutiny was g~ nerally. 

appre-
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apprehended. Fairfax, or, more properly fpeaking, Cromwel under his name. 
introduced, at la a, the new model into the army, and threw the whole troops in

to a different Dupe. ~rom the fame men, new regitncnts and new companies 
w~re formed, different oH1cers appointed, and the whole military force put into 
fuch hands, as the independents could entirely rely on. Befides members of par
liament who were excluded, many officers unwilling to ferve under the new ge
:rals, threw up their commimons ; and unwarily facilitated the projeCt of putting 
the army entir ly into the hands of that faCtion. 

~Ho' the difcipline of the former parliamentary army was not contemptible, 
a more exacr plan was introduced, and rigorollfly executed, by thefe new com
manders. Valour indeed was very generally diffufed over the one party as well as 
the other, during this period : Di1cipline alfo was attained by the forces of the 
parliament : But the perfection of the military art, in concerting the general plans 
of action, and the operations of the field, 1eems il:ill, on both fides, to have been, 
in a great meafure, wanting. HiH:orians at leafr, perhaps from their own igno- · 
ranee and inexperience, have not remarked any thing but a headlong impetuous 
conduCt; ca<:h party hurrying to a battle, where valour and fortune chiefly de
termined the fuccefs. 1'he great ornament of hiitory, during thefe reigns, are 

the civil, not the n1ilitary tr.mfadions. 

~ew moddcf Nr:vER furely was a more fingular army affembled, than that which was no v 
tht.: <irmy. {et on foot by the parliament. To the greateft number of the regiments, chap~ 

lains were not appointed: The officers affumed the fpiritual duty, and united it 
with their military funCtions. During all the interv.ds of action, they occupied 
thernfelves in fermons, prayers, exhortations; and the f<1me emulation, there, at
tended them, which, in the field, is fo neceffiiry to fupport the honour of that pro
fefiion. Rapturous ecftafies fupplied the place of fludy and reflection; and while 
the zealous devotees poured oL t their thoughts in unprem~dit1ted LMangues, they 
n1iflook that eloquence, which, to their own furprize, as well as tlut of others, 
"flowed in upon them, for divine illuminations, and for illapft~s of the Boly Spi
rit. \Vherever they were quartered, they excluded the minifler from his pulpit; 
<.tnd, mounting th<It tribunal, conveyed their fentiments to the audience, with 
all the authority, which followed their power, their valour, their military ex
ploits, united to their appearing zeal and fervour. The private foldiers, feized 
with the fame fpirit, employed rheir vacant hours in pr .yer, in peruGng the 
Fioly Scri ptuFes, in -g·hofr.Jy c-onferences ; where t ::ey comp:1red. the progrefs of 
their fouls ill grace, and mutually Himulated each other to farther advailcts in 

'1e great work of their fa.lvation. \:Yhcn marching to battle, the wLole field 
refounded, as well with pfalms a1vl fpiritual frJngs adap-ed to the occ.tiion, as 

with 
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\\lhh the inftrumen~ of military mufic ; an{1 each man endeavoured to drown 
the fenfe of prefent' danger, in the profpect of that crown of glory which was 
fet before hin1. In fo holy a caufe, wounds were efteemed meritorious; death, 
martyrdom ; and the hurry and dangers of action, inftead of banifhing their 
pious vifions, ferved rather tt> imprefs their minds more ftrongly with them. 

THE royalifts endeavoured to throw a ridicule on this fanaticifm of the parlia. 
n1entary armies, without being fenfible how much reafon they had to apprehend 
its dangerous confequences. The forces, a!fembled by the King at Oxford, in 
the wefi:, and in other places, were equal, if not fuperior, in number, to their 
adverfaries ; but actuated by a very different fpirit. That licence, which had 
been introduced by the want of pay, had rifen to a prodigious he;ght among 
them, and rendered them more formidable to their friends than to their enemies. 
:Prince Rupert, negligent of the people, fond of the foldiery, had indulged the 
troops in very unwarrantable liberties: Wilmot, a man of profligate manners, 
had promoted the fame fpirit of diforder: And the licentious Goring, Gerrard, 
Sir Richard Granville, now carried it to the greateft pitch of enormity. In the 
weft efpecially, where Goring commanded, univerfal fpoil and havock were con1-
n1itted ; and the whole country was laid wafte by the unbounded rapine of the 
army. All di!linction of parties being in a manner dropped; the moll: drvotecl 
friends of the church and monarchy wilhed there for fuch fuccefs to the parlia
nlentary forces, as might put an end to thefe opprefiions. The country people, 
defpoiled of their whole fubftance, flocked together in feveral places armed with 
clubs a:1d fiaves ; and tho' they profelfed an enmity to the foldiers of both 
parties, their hatred was in moft places levelled chiefly againft the royalifts, fron1 
whom they had met with the worft treatment. l\1any thoufands of thefe tu

tnultuous peafants were affembled in different parts of England; who deftroyed 
all fuch ftraggling foldiers as they met with, and much infefted the armies. 

THE difpofition of the forces on both fides, was as follows: Part of the 
Scotch army was employed in taking Pomfret, and other towns in Yorkfhire: 
Part of -it befieged Carlifie, valiantly defended by Sir Thomas G;lenham. Che
,f\:er, where Biron commanded, had long been blockaded by Sir vVilliam Brereton 
and was reduced to great difficulties. The King, being joined by tl e Princes, 
Rupert and Maurice, lay at Oxford, with a confiderable army, about 15000 

men. Fairfax and Cromwel were pofted at Windfor, with the new modelled 
army, about 22,ooo men. Taunton, in the county of Somerfet, defended 
by Blake, fuffered a long fiege from Sir Richard Granville, who commanded an 
~rmy of about 8ooo men; and tho' the defence haq been very obftinate, the 

VoL. I. ~ e e gar·i.,. 
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garrifon was reduced to the Iaft extremity. Goring commanded, in the weft, an 
army of nearly the fame number. 

ON opening the campaign, the King form~d the project of relieving Chefter ; 
Fairfax, that of relieving Taunton. The King was firft in motion. When he 
advanced to Draiton in Shroplbire, Biron met him, and brought intelligence, that 
his approach had raifed the fiege, and that the parliamentary army was drawn off. 
Fairfax, having r-eached Salifbury in his road weftward, received orders from 
tht committee of both kingdoms, appointed for the management of the war, to 
return and lay fiege to Oxford, now expofed by the King's abfence. He obey. 
ed, after fending Colonel W eldon to the weft, with a detacl1ment of 4000 men. 
On Weldon9s approach,. Granville, who imagined that Fairfax with his whole 
army was upon him, raifed the fiege, and allowed this pertinacious town, now 
half taken and half burned, to receive relief: But the royalifts, being reinforced 
with 3000 horfe under Goring,. again advanced to Taunton, and fhut up "\Vel .. 
don, with his fmall army, in that ruinous place. 

T'HE King having effected his purpofe with regard to Chefter, returned fouth· 
wards; and, in his wa:y, fat down before Leicefter, a garrifon of the parliament. 
Having made a breach in the wall, he ftormed the town on all fides; and, after 
a furious affault, the foldiers entered fword in hand, and committed all thofe difor
ders, to which their r~atural violence, efpecially when enflamed by refiftance, i~ f0 
much addicted. A great booty was taken and diftributed among them : Fifteen 
hundred prifoners fell into the King's hands. This fuccefs, w hi eh ftruck a great 
terror into the parliamentary party, determined Fairfax to leave Oxford, which he 
was beginning to approach ; and march towards the King, with an intention of 
offering him battle. The King was advancing towards Oxford, in order to raife 
the fiege, which he apprehended was now begun; and both armies, 'ere they 
were aware, had advanced within fix miles of each other. A council of war was 
called by the King, in order to deliberate concerning the meafures which he 
ihould purfue. On the one hand, it feemed more prudent to delay the combat; 
becaufe Gerard, who lay in Wales with 3000 men, might be enabled, in a 
little time, to join the army; and Goring, it was hoped, would foon be mafter 
of Taunton, and having put the weft in full fecurity, would then unite his 
forces to thofe of the King; and give him-an inconteftahle fuperiority over the 
enemy. On the other hand, Prince Rupert, whofe, boiling ardour ftill puihed 
him on to battle, excited the imp1tient humour of the nobility and gentry, of 
which the army was full; and urged the many difficulties under which the roy
ali(h laboured,. and from which nothing but a victory could relieve . them: The 

refolution 



CI-IARLES 

refolution was formea to give battle to Fairfax; and the royal army immediately Chap. IX. 

advanced upon him~ t645· 

AT N afeby was fought, with forces nearly equal, this decifive and well-cl· f-
. . . Battle of 

puted field, between the Kmg and parhament. The mam body of the royaliftsNafeby. 
was commanded by the King : The right wing, by Prince Rupert : The left, by 
Sir Marmaduke Langdale. Fairfax, feconded by Skippon, placed himfelf in the 
main body of the oppofite army : Crotnwel, in the right \.ying : Ireton, Crom-
wd's fon-in -law, in the left. The charge w~s begun, with his ufual celerit 
and ufual fuccefs, by Prince Rupert. Tho' Ireton made ft.out refifrance, and 
even after he was run through the thigh with a pike, ihll maintained the comb t, 

till he was taken prifoner; yet was that whole wing broke, and purfued with 
precipitate fury by Rupert: He was even fo inconfiderate as to lofe time in fum
moning and attackmg the artillery of the parliament, which had been left with 
a good guard of infantry. The King led on his main body, and difp1ayed, in 
this acrion, all the conduct of a prudent general, and all the valour of a ftout 
foldier. Fairfax and Skippon encountered him, and well fupported that repu-
tation, which they had acquired. Skippon, being dangerou!ly wounded, was 
defired by Fairfax to leave the field; but declared that he would remain there as long 
as one n1an maintained his ground. The infantry of the parlian1ent was broke, 
and preffed upon by the King; till Fairfax, with great prefence of mind, brought 
up the referve and renewed the combat. Mean while, CromweJ, having led on 
his troops to the attack of Langdale, overbore the force of the royalifts, and 
by his prudence improved that advantage, which he had gained by his valour. 
Having purfued the enemy about a quarter of a mile, and detached fome troops 
to prevent their rallying; he turned back upon the King's infantry, and threw 
them into the utmoft confufion. One regiment alone preferved its order unbro-
ken, tho' twice defperately affailed by Fairfax : And that general, excited by fo 
fteddy a refiftance, ordered Doyley, the captain of his life-guard, to give them a 

third charge in front, while he himfelf attacked them in rear. The regiment was 
broke. Fairfax, with his own hands, killed an enfign, and, having feized the 
co!ours, gave them to a foldier to keep for him. The foldier afterwards boafting 
that he had won this fpoil, .was reproved by Doyley, who had feen the action. 
~et him retain that honour, faid Fairfax, I have to day acquired enough bejidc. 

PRINCE RuPER T, fenGble too late of his error, left the fruitlefs attack on 
the enemy's artillery, and joined the King, whofe infantry was now totally dif
comfited. Charles exhorted this body of cavalry not to oefpair, and cried aloud 
to them, One charge more, and we recover the dRy. But the difadvantages, under 
which they laboured, were too evident; and they could by no means be induced 

Eee~ ro 



ng6 HIS T 0 R Y ·o"F GREAT BRIT A I N. 

Cha · IX. to renew the combat. Charles was obliged to quit the fiela, and leave the vk-
16-t5· f 1 d r tory to the enemy. The fiain, on the fide o the par iament, exceede tho!e 

on the fide of the King : They loft a thoufand men ; ae not above eight hun· 
dred. But Fairfax made 500 officers prifoners and 4000 private men : l'ook aU 
the King's artillery and ammunition, and totally diffipated his infantry : So that 
fcarce any victory could be more compleat, than that which he obtained. 

i\.MONG tl e other fpoils-, was feized the King's cabinet, with the copies of his 
letters to the ~een, which the parliameqt afterwards ordered to be publifhecl. 
''"'hey chofe, no doubt,. fuch of them as they thought would reflect mofi: dif11o.· 
uour upon him: Yet upon the whole, the letters are wrote with delicacy and 
tendernef), and give an advantageous idea both of the King's genius and moral&. 
A mighty fondnefs, 'tis true, and attachment, he expreffes to his confort, and 
often profeifes that he never would embrace meafures, difagreeable to her: But 
fuch declarations of civility and confidence are not always to be taken in a literal 
fenfe. And fo legitimate an affetlion, avowed by the Jaws of God and man, 
may, perhaps, be excufable towards a woman of beauty and fl)irit:.t even tho' 
ihe was a papift. 

THE Athenians, having intercepted a letter wrote by their enemy, Philip of 
Macedon, to his wife Olympia; fo far from being moved by a curiofity of pry
ing into the fecrets of that rdation, immediately fent the letter to the ~1een un
opened. I_-;hilip wc..s not their fovereign; nor were.. they enflamed wirh that violent 
animofity againft him, which attends all civil commotions. 

AFTER the battle, the King retreated with that body of horfe, which re
znained intire, fi.rft to Hereford, then to Abergavenny; and remained fome time 
in Wales, from the vain hope of raifing a body of infantry in thofe harr~tlfed and 

-a th of June. exhanfted quarters. Fairfax, having firfl: retaken Leicefrer, w hi eh was furren-
1 dered upon articles, began to deliberate concerni·ng his future enterprizes. A 

Jetter was brought him, wrote by G-oring to the King, and unfortunately entruft
ed to a fpy of Fairfax. Goring informed the King, that:t in three weeks tim~,. 
he hoped to be mafler of Taunton; after which he would jpin his Majefty with 
all the forces of the weft; and entreated him, in the mean while, to avoid com
ing to any action with the enemy. This letter, which, had it been f.1fely deli
vered, had probably prevented the battle of N afeby, ferved now. to direct the 
councils of Fairfax. After leaving a body of 3000 men to Pointz and Roffeter, 
with orders to attend the King's motions, he marched immediately to the weft, 
with a view of faving Taunton, and fuppreffing the only confiderable force 

hich now remained .to the royalifts~ 
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lN the beginning of the campaign, Charles, apprehenfive of the event, had Chap. IX. 

fent the Prince of Wales, now fifteen years of age, to the weft, with the title 16 
• 5· 

of general, and had given orders, if he was prdfed by the enemy, that he fhould 
n1ake his efcape into a foreign country, and fave one part of the royal family 
from the violence of the parliament. Prince Rupert had thrown himielf into 
Briftol, with an intention of defending that important··city. Gori~g command-
ed the arn1y before Taunton. 

ON Fairfax's approach, the fiege of Taunton was raifed; and the royalifts retir- toth of July. 

ed to Lan1port, an open town in the county of Somerfet. Fairfax attacked them 
in that poft, beat them from it, killed about 300 men, and took 11-00 prifoners. 
After this advantage, he fat down before Bridgewater, a town efieemed !hong 
and of great confequence in that country. Having entered the outer town by 
ftorm, Windham the governor, who had retired into the inner, immediately ea .. 

pitulated, and delivered the place to Fairfax. The garrifon, to the number ofz3d of July. 

26oo men, \Vere made prifoners of war. 

F AIRF AX having taken Bath and Sherborne, refolved to fit down before Bri

ftol ; and made great preparations for an enterprize, which, from the ftrength of the 
garrifon, and the reputation of Prince Rupert, the governor, was deemed of 
the laft importance, But, fo precarious in mofl: men is this quality of military 
courage l a poorer defence ".vas not made by any town, during this whole war: 

And the general expectations were here extremely difappointed. No fooner had 
the parliamentary forces entered the lines by fi:orm, than the Prince capitulated, 

and delivered up the city to Fairfax. A few days befoTe, he had wrote· a letter h f S 
to the King, in which he undertook to detend the place for four months, if no 

1 
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mutiny obliged him to furrender it. Charles, who was forming fchemes, and Surrender of.... 

colleCting forces, for the relief of Briftol, was aftoni!hed at fo unexpeCted an event, Briflol. 

w hi eh was little lefs fatal to his party than the defeat at N a.feby. Full of indig-

nation,. he inihntly recaUed ·all Pr:nce Rupert's commiffions, and fent him a pat! 

to go beyond fea. 

THE King's affairs now went faft to ruin in all quarters. Carlifie, after an· 

obftinate fiege, being furrendered * to the Scotch, they marched fouthwards, and· 
laid fiege to Hereford ; but were obliged to raife it on the King's approach : • 

And this was the laft gli1npfe of fuccefs~. which attended his arms. Having 
marched to the relief of Chdler, which was a-new befieged by the parliamentary 
forces under Colonel J ones; Pointz attacked his rear, and forced him to give 
battle. While the fight was eo tinued with great obil:inacy, and viCtory feemed z4th ofse1.t 

to incline to the royaliil:s; J ones fell upon them from the other fide, and put then1 
. t 

* z.8th of June.. 
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to rout, with the 1ofs of 6oo Gain and xooo prifoners. The King, with the re .. 
·mains of his broken army, fled to Newark, and from thence efcaped to Oxford 
where he fhut up bimfelf during the winter feafon. 

THE news, which he received from all fides, were no lefs fatal than thofe 
,events, which paifed, where he himfelf was prefent. Fairfax and Cromwel, aL 
ter the furrender of Brifl:ol, having divided their forces, the fJrmer marched 
-w~frwards, in order to compleat the conqueil: of Devonfi1ire and Cornwal; the 
latter attacked the King's garrifons which lay to the eafl: of Briftol. The De
·vizes \Vas furrendered to Cramwel ; Berkeley caftle was taken by ftorm ; \Vin
.chefter capitulated; Bafing-houfe was entered fword in hand: And all thefe mid
dle counties of England were, in a little time, reduced to obedience under the 
parliament. 

:1646. THE fame rapid and uninterrupted fuccefs attended Fairfax. The parliamen. 
'The weft con- r 1 d b n · .o. · d b h ft · ·d d·r· · ,. quered b tary 10rces, e eva~e y paa Vll .. LOrtes, governe y t e mo ng1 1 ctp:me, met 
'l:<airfax. Y with no equal oppofition from troops, difmayed by repe~ted defeats, and corrupt-

ed by licentious manners. Having beaten up the quarters of the royalifls at 
8th of .Jan. Bovey-Tracy, . Fairfax fat down before Dartmouth, and in a few days entered it 

by ftoim. Poudran1 caftle being taken, and Exeter blockaded on all fides ; 
Hopton, a man of merit, who now commanded the royalifts, having advanced 

J9th ~e}J. to its relief with an army of 8ooo men, met with the parliamentary army at 
Torrington; where he was defeated, and all his foot fcattered, and he himfelf 
with his horfe obliged to retire into Cornwall. Fairfax followed him, and vigo-
roufiy purfued the viCtory. Having inclofed the royalifts at Truro, he forced the 
whole army, confifting of 5000 men, chiefly cavalry, to fun·ender upon terms. 
The foldiers, delivering up their horfes and arms, were allowed to diiband, and 
received twenty fhillings a-piece, to carry them to their own houfes. Such of the 
officers, as defired it, had paffes to retire beyond fea : The others, havi~ pro. 
rnifed never more to bear arms, payed compofitionc; to the parliament*, and 
procured their pardon. And thus Fairfax, after taking Exeter, which corn .. 
pleated the conqueft of the weft, marched, with his vitl:orious army, to the 
centre of the kingdom, and fixed his camp at Newbury. The Prince of 
Wales, in purfuance of the King's orders, retired to Scilly, then to J erfey ; 
from when<:e he went to Paris; where he joined the OEeen, who had fled thi
ther from Exeter, at the time the Earl of Effex condllcted the parliamentary 
army to the weft. 

* Thefe compofitions were different, according to the dem'erits of the perfon: But by· a vote 
of the houfe they 'ould not be under two year's rent of the delinquent's eftate. Journ. 11th of An· 
g\lft 1648. 
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IN the other parts of England, Hereford was taken by furprize : Chefter fur- Chap. JX., 

renaered : Lord Digby, who had attempted, with I 200 horfe, to break into 1646. 
Scotland and join Mootrofe,. was defeated at Sherburn, in Yorkfhire, by Colo-
nel Copley; his whole forces fcattered ; and he himfelf obliged to fly, firft to 
the ifle of Man, and thence into Ireland. News too arrived that Montrofe him-
felf, after fome more fucceifes, was at laft routed; and this only remaining hope 
of the royal party finally extinguiihed. 

WHEN Montrofe defcended into the fouthern counties, the covenanters, af
fernbJing their whole forces, n1et him with a numerous army, and gave him battle, 
but without fuccefs, at Kilfyth *· This was the moft compleat viB:ory which 
Montrofe ever obtained. The royalifl:s put to fword fix thoufand of their ene
n1ies, and left the covenanters no remains of any army in Scotland. The whole 
kingdom was ihook with thefe repeated fucceffes ; and many noblemen, who 
fecretly favoured the royal caufe, now declared openly for it, when they faw a 
force able to fupport them. The Marquefs of Douglafs, the Earls of Annan-· 
~ale and I-Iartfield, the Lords, Fleming, Seton, Maderty, Carnegy, with many 
others, flocked to the royal ftandard. Edinburgh opened its gates, and gave li
berty to all the prifoners~ which were there detained by the covenanters. A
mong the reil:, was the Lord Ogilvy, fon to Airly, whofe family had contributed 
extremely to the vit1ory, obtained at Kilfyth. 

DAVID LESLY wa5 detached from the army in England, and marched to the 
relief of his diftreffed party in Scotland. Montrofe advanced fiill farther to the· 
fouth, allured by vain hopes, both of rouzing to arms the Earls of I-Iurne, T'ra ... 
quaire, and Roxborough~ who had promifed to join him ; and of obtaining from 
England fon1e fupply of cavalry, of which he ood in gre t need. By the ne
gligence of his fcouts, Lefly, at Philip-haugh in t c Forreft, furprized his army, 
much diminifhed in numbers, from the defertion of the Highlanders, who bad 
retired to the hills, according to cuil:om:~ in order to fecure their plunder •. 
After a fharp conflict, where Montrofe exerted the moft heroic v .lour, his forces 
were routed by Lefly's cavalry t. And he hi n{( If was obliged to fly wither~~:.~. his broken forces into the mountains ;. where he again prepar d himfelf for. new 
battles and new enterprizes. 

THE eovenanters ufed the victory with great rigour. Their prifoners, Sir 
Robert Spotifwood, fecretary of ftate, and fon to the late primate, Sir Philip 

ifbet, Sir William Rollo, Colonel N athaniel Gordon, Andrew Guthry ,. fon. 
to the bifhop of Murray, William Murray, fon to the Earl of Tullibardine, 
were ~ondemned and executed. The fole crime, in1puted to the fecretary, w . 

th 
5th of Auguft J 645· 
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tb d"'Jivaing .to Montrofe the King,s commiffion to be captain-general of Scot.; 
land: Lord Ogilvy, who was again taken prifoner, would have uncergone the 
fame fate, had not his fifrer found means to procure his efcape, br changing 
cloarhs with him. For this inftance of courage and dexterity, fhe met with very 
har!h ufage. The clergy follicitt:d the parliament that 1nore royalifh might be 
executed; but could not obtain their requefi: *. 

AFTER all thefe repeated d ifaH:crs, which, every where, befel the royal party, 
there remaine::l only one body of troops, on which fortune could exercife her 

:!.Zd of~1arch. rigour. Lord Afi:ley with a fmall army of 3000 men, chiefly cavalry, march
ing to Oxford, in order to join the Kwg, was met at Stowe by Cclonel Mor· 
gan, and utterly defeated ; him[elf being taken prifoner. " You have done your 
" work," faid Aitley to the parliamentary officers; '' and n1ay now go to play, 
'' unlefs you choofe to fall out among yourfelves." 

THE condition of the King, during this \vhole winter, was, to. the 1aft de
gree, difafi:rous and melancholy. As the dread of ills is commonly more op

preffi ve than their real prefence, perhaps in no period of his life wc.s he more 
juftly rhe objeCt of compaffion. His vigor of mind, which, tho' it fometimes 
failed him in atl:ing, never deferred him in his fufferings, was what alone fupport
ed him; and he was determined, as he wrote to Lord Dig by, if he could not 
live as a ~ing to die like a gentleman; nor I11ould any of his friends, he faid, 
ever have reafon to blufh for the prince, whom they had fo unfortunately fer
ved t. The murmurs of difcontented officers, on the one hand, ha·raffed their 
unhappy fovereign; while they over-rated thcfe fervices and fL1fferings, which, 
they now faw, muft, for ever, be unrewarded : The attectionate d.1ty, on the 

other hand, of his more generous friends, who refpeEI:ed his misfortunes and his 
virtues, as much as his dignity, mufl: have wrung his heart with new forrow;. 
when he refleCl:7d, that fuch diGnterefted attachment would fo foon be expofed to 
the rigour of l-lis implacable enemies. Repeated attempts, which h~ made for 
a peaceful and equitable accommodation with the parliament, ferved to no pur
pofe, but to convince them that the viCtory was intirely in their hands. They 
deigned not to make the leaft reply to feveral of his meffages, in which he de
fired a paffport for commiffioners. At lafi:, after reproaching him with the 
blood that was ilied during the war, they told him, that they were preparing 
bills for him, and his paling them would be the beft pledge of his inclina-
tion towards peace : In other words, he muft yield at difcretion . . He defired 
a perfonal treaty, and offered to come to London, upon receiving a fafe conduct 
for himfelf and his attendants: They abfolutely refufed him accefsl and iffi1ed 

order~ 
• P .uthry's MeJnQirs. t Carte's Or~oJld, vol. iii. No. 433· 



CI=-IARLES r. 
orders for the guarding, that is, feizing, his perfon, in cafe he .fhould attempt 
to vi ut th~m. A ne~, accident, which happened in Ireland, ierved to inflame the 
n1inds of n1en, and to increafe thofe calumnies, with which his enemies hac fo 
much loaced him, and which he ever regarded as the mofl: grievous part of hi::, 
n1isfortunrs. 

AFTER the ceffation with the lrifh rebels, the King was defirous of concluc.
ing a final peace with them, and obtaining their affifi:ance in England: And he 
gave autlurity to Ormond, Lord lieutenant, to promife them an abrogation of 
all the pmal laws, enaCted again{l: catholics ; together with the fufpenfion of 
Paining's n:atute, with regard to fome particular bills, which !hould be agreed on. 
Lord Hetbert, created Earl of Glamorgan, (tho' his patent had not yet paffed 
the feals) having occafion for his private affairs to go to Ireland, the King con
fidered thtt this Nobleman, being a catholic and allied to the beft lrith families, 
might be of fervice: He alfo forefaw, that farther conceffions with regard 
to religioli n1ight probably be demanded by the bigotted lrifh; and that as thcfe 
conceffiom, however neceffary, would give great fcandal to the protefrant zea
lots in his three kingdoms, it would be requifite both to conceal t'1em during 
fome time, and to preferve Ormond's character by giving p• ivately authority to 
Glamorgan to conclude and fign thefe articles. But as he had a better opinion 
of Glamagan's zeal and affectio,n for his fervice, than of his capacity, he in
joined him to communicate all his meafures to Ormond ; and tho' the final con
clufion of the treaty muft be performed only in Glamorgan's own name, he wa 
required :o be direCl:ed, in the fteps towards it, by the opinion of the Lord 
lieutenant Glamorgan, bigoted to his religion, and paffionate for the King's 
fervice, b1t guided in thefe purfuits by no manner of judgment or difcretion, 
fecretly, of himfelf, without any communication with Ormond, concluded a 
peace with the council of Kilkenny, and agreed in the King's name, that the 
Irifh !hould enjoy all the churches, which they had ever been in poffeffion of, 
fince the commencement of th ir infurreCl:ion ; on condition that they !hould 
afiift the K.ing in England with a body of ten thoufand men. This tranfacrion 
was divulged by accident. The titular archbifhop of Tuam being killed by a 
fally of tle garrifon of Sligo, the articles of the treaty were found among his 
baggage, and were immediately publi!hed every where, and copies of them fent 
over to tle Englifh parliamtnt. The Lord lieutenant and Lord Digby, fore
feeing tht clamour which would be raifed againft the King, committed Gla
:n1organ :o prifon, charged him with high treafon for his temerity, and main
tained th:t he had acted altogether without any authority from his Majelly. The 

VoL. ]. F f f Englilh 
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Englilh parliament likewife negleCted not fo favourable an opportunity of re
viving the old clamour with regard to the King's favour of popery, and accufed 
him of delivering over, in a manner, the whole kingdom of Ireland to th~t 
hated feet. The King told them, " That the Earl of Glamorgan having made 
" an offer unto him to raife forces in the kingdom of Ireland, and to conduct 
" them into England for his Majefty's fervice, had a commiffion to that pur
" pofe, and to that purpofe only, and that he had no commiffion at all to t'rea.t 
" of any thing elfe, without the privity and direction of the Lord lieutenant, 
" much lefs to capitulate any thing concerning religion, or any property be
" longing either to church or laity." * Tho' this declaration feems to be agree
able to the ftricteft truth, it gave no fatisfaction to the parliament; and fome 
hiil:orians, even at prefent, when the antient bigotry is univerfally ab.1ted, are. 
defirous of reprefenting this very innocent tranfaction, in which the King was 
engaged by the m oft violent neceffity, as a ftain on the memory of that unfor
tUnate prince i-. 

HAVING 

* Birch, p. 1 1 9· 
"f- Dr. Birch has wrote a treatife on this fubjett, with all that care and accuracy, by which he has 

been enabled to throw light on many paffages of the Englifh hiftory. It is noc my bufinefs to op, 
pofe any faB:s contained in that gentleman's performance. I fhall only preduce arguments, . which 
prove that Glamorgan, when he received his private commiffion, had injunCtions from the King to 
act altogether in concert with Ormond. 1. It feems to be imply'd in the very words of the commif
fion. Glamorgan is empowered and authorifed to treat and conclude \Vith the confederate Roman 
catholics in Ireland, " If upon neccffity any (articles) be condefcended un'to, wherein the King's 
" lieutenant cannot fo well be feen in, as not fit for us at prefent publickly to own." Here no ar
ticles are mentioned, which are not fit to be communicated to Ormond, but only not fit for h1m and 
the King publickly to be !een in, and to avow. z. The King's proteftation to Ormond, ought, 
both on account of that prince's charaCl:er, and the reafons he affigns, to have the greateft weig~t. The 
words are thefe, " Ormond, I cannot but add to my long letter, that, upon the word of a chriitian, 
" I never intended Glamorgan fhould treat any thing without your approbatioP, much lefs without 
' your knov.dedge. For befides the injury to you, 1 was always diffident of his judgment (tho' I 

" cquld net think him fo e;mcmeJy weak ·as now to my coil: 1 have found;) which you may eafiJy 
" percei\ e i:1 a poftfcript of a letter of mine to you." Carte, vol. ij. A pp. xxiii. T t is impoffible, 
ti.at any man, \\ho h::s the kalt pretenfions to honour, however he might diffemble with his enemies, 
v.ould a!Tert a falLhood in fo folenm a manner to his befl: friend ancl fubjeft; efpecial1y where that 
pcrfon muft have had opportunities of kno;.ving the truth. The letter, whofe po!lfcript is mentioned 
by the Cng, is to be found in Carte, vol. ii. App. xiii. 3~ Mr. Carte has publil11ed a whole feries 
of the King's correfpondence with Ormond, from the time that Glamorgan came 1nto Ireland; ar:d 
it is evident that Charles all along conflders the lord Ii~uten:mt as the only perfon who was conduct
in~ th negot1aticns with the Irifh. The 31ft of July 1645• after the battle of Nafehy, being re
du.ccd to great ilraits, l1e writes earneftly to Ormond to conclude a peace upon certain conditions 
1lCntiu e , much inferior to thofe granted by Glamorgan; and to ~ome over himfelf with all the 

Iri.lh; 
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I -I AVING loil: all hope of prevailing over the rigour of the parl iament, ti ther 
by arms or by tre:!ty, the only refource, which remained to the King, confi fte cl 
in the intefrine diffentions, which ran very high among the parties. Prefbyte
ri ans and independents, even before their victory was fully compleated, fell into 
high conteH:s about the divifion of the fpoil, and their religious as well as civil 
difputes, agitated the whole nation. 

THE parliament, tho' they had very early abolifhed epifcopal authority, had 
not, during fo long a time, fubfi:ituted any other in its place; and their com-

F f f 2 mittee 

Irifh he could engage in his fervice. Carte, vol. iii. No. 400. This would have been a great abfurdi ty, 

if he had already fixed a different canal, by which, on very different conditions, he propofed to cfi:ablifh 

a peace. On the zzd of OCtober, as his difi:reffes multiply, he fomcwhat enlarges the conditions, tho' 

they frill fall fhort of Glamorgan's : A new abfurdity! See Carti!, vol. iii. p. 411. 4· But what is equi

valent to a demonfi:ration, that Glamorgan was confcious that he had no powers to conclud!i! a treaty on 

thcfe terms, or without confulting the lord lieutenant, and did not even expect, that the King would ra

t ify the a1 tides, is the defeazance, which he gave to the Irifh council at the time of figning the treat) . 

" The Earl of Glamorgan does no way intend hereby to oblige his JVlajefi:y other than he him fcJ f 

'' £hall pleafe, after he has received thefe 1 o,ooo men, as a pledge and teiiimony of the faid Roman 

" catho ics' loyalty and fidelity to his Majefi:y; yet he promifes fai thfully, upon his word and honcu1, 

" not to acquaint his Majefi:y with this defea1.ance, till he had endeavoured, as far as in him lay, to 

" induce his l\1ajefty to the granting of the particulars in the faid articles : But that done, the faid 

" commifiloners difcharge the faid Earl of Glamorgan, both in honour and confcience, of any far

" ther engagement to them therein; tho' his Majcfi:y fhould not be plcafed to grant the faid par

" ticub s in the articles mentioned; the faid Earl having given them affurance, upon his word, ho

" nour, and voluntary oath, that he would never, to any perfon whatfoever, difcover this defeazance 

" in tile interim without their confent~." Dr. Birch, p. 96. All Glamorgan's view was to get 

troops for the King's fervicc, without hurting his own honour or his mafi:er's. The wonder only is, 
\vhy the lrifu accepted a treaty, which bound no body, and which the very perfon, who concludes 
it, feems to cc,nfefs he does not expeCt to be ratified. They probably hoped, that the King would 

from their fervices, be more eafily induced to ratify a treaty which was concluded, than to c.onfent t() 

its conc.ufion. 

This note is fomewhat different from that publifhed in the firft edition. On a review, I do not 

find that the King ever pofitively affirmed that Glamorgan's powers were forgeries. He fays not 

fo in his declaration to the parliament above-cited. In his Letter to Ormond and the Iri£h council, 

he feems even to acknowledge their reality; at leafi: f.:'lys that he might poffibly have given him fome 

powers to treat; tho' he always enjoined him to att in fubordinati0n to the lord lieutenant. Carte, 

vol. iii. p~ 42 5. 
Dr. B'irch, in page 360, has publi!hcd a letter of the Ki ng's to Glamorgan, where he fays, 

H Howbeit [ know you cannot be but conficlent of my making good all infiruttions and promifes t<J 

" you and the nuncio." But it is to be remarked, that this letter is dated in April 5, 1646; after 

there had been a new negotiation entered into by Glamorgan and the Irifh, and after a provifional 

treaty had even been concluded between the~. See Dr. Birch, p. I 79· The King's affurances, there~ 
ore, can plainly relate only to this recent tranfattion , The old tr.eaty hadJong been difa,•owed uy 

the King, and fuppofed by all parties to be an:wled. 

Cha>'. I". 
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mittees of religion had hitherto aifumed the whole ecclefiaftical jurifdietion : But 
they now eftablifhed, by an ordinance, the prefbyterian government in all its 
forms of congregational, cla.ffzcal, prcvincial, and national affemblies. The whole 
inhabitants of each parifh were ordered to meet and chufe elders, on whom, to
gether with the n1inifl:er, was beftowed the in tire direction of all fpiritual con
cerns within the congregation. A number of neighbouring parifhes, commonly 
between twelve and twenty, formed a claffis; and the court, which governed 
this di vifion, was compofed of all the minifters, together with two, three, or 
four elders chofen from each pari!h. The provincial aifembly retained an in
fpection over feveral neighbouring claffes, and was compofed intirely of clergy
men : The national affembly was conftituted in the fame manner ; and its au
thority extended over the whole kingdom. 'Tis probable, that the tyranny exer
cifed by the Scotch clergy, had given warning not to allow laymen a place in 
the provincial or national aifemblies ; left the nobility and more confiderable 
gentry, folliciting a feat in thefe great ecclefiaftical courts, fhould beftow a con
fideration upon them, and renc~er them, in the eyes of the multitude, a rival to 
the parliament. In the inferior courts, the mixture of the laity might ferve ra
ther to temper the zeal of the clergy. 

BuT tho' the prelbyterians, by the eftablifi1ment of parity among the ecc1e
fiaftics, were fo far gratified, they were denied fatisfaB:ion in feveral other points, 
on which they were extremely intent. The affembly of divines had voted pref
bytery to be of divine right : The parliament refufed their affent to that deciflon. 
Selden, Whitelocke, and· other political reafoners, affifted by the independents, 
had prevailed in this important deliberation. They t_hought, that had the bi· 
goted religionifi:s been able to get their heavenly charter reco6nized, the pref
byters would foon become more dangerous to the magiihate than had ever been 
the prelatical clergy. Thefe latter, while they claimed to tl;emfdves a divine 
right, admitted of a like origin to civil authority : The former, challenging to 
their own order a celeftial pedigree, derived the legiflative power from no more 
dignified a fource than the voluntary aifociation of the people. 

UNDER colour of keeping the facraments from profanation, the clergy of a1t 
chriftian feCt:s had affumed, what they call the power of the keys, or the right 
of fulminating excommunication. The example of Scotland was fufficient warn
ing for the parliament to make provifion againft fo fevere a tyranny. They 
determined, by an ordinance, all the cafes in which excommunication could be 
ufed. They allowed of appeals to the parliament from all ecclefiaftical courts. 
And they appointed commiffioners in each province to JLH1ge of fuch cafes as 

6 . tell 
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fell not within their ordinance. So much civil aut.10rity, intermixed wi h the Chap. JX. 
1646. ecclefiaftical, gave difguft to all the zealots. 

BuT nothing was attended with more univerfal fcandal than the propenfity of 
n1any in the parliament towards a toleration of the prote!tant fectarics. The 
prefbyterians exclaimed, that this indulgence made the church of Chrift refemble 
N oah's ark, and rendered it a receptacle for all unclean beafis. • They infifi:ed, 
that the le"ft of Chr'fl:'s truths was fuperior to all political confiderations. They 
maintained the eternal obligation of their covenant to extiq .. ate herefy and fchift 1. 

And they menaced all their opponents with the fame rigid perfecution, of \ hich 
they had, themfelves, fo loudly complained, when htld in fubjecrion by the hie
rarchy. 

So great prudence and referve, in fuch material points, does great honour to 
the parliament ; and proves, that, notwithftanding the prevalence of bigotry 
and fanaticifm, there were many members, who had more enlarged views, and 
paid re0 aJ d to ne civil interefts of fociety. Thefe men, uniting them!elves to 
the enthufi·.fts, whofe genius is naturally averfe to clerical ufurpations, retained 
fo jealous an authority over che affe mbly of divines, that they allowed them no
thing but the liberty of tenderit,g a'1vice, a~1d would not cntruft them even with 
the power of el di g th,ir own chairman or 1 is fubftitut(;', or of fupplying the 
vacancies of theit own 11ernb"' rs. 

'\V HILE the difputes were c<nvaffed by theologians, who engaged in their fpi. 
ritual contefts every ordrr of the fi:ate ; the King, tho' he entertained hopes of 
reaping advantage frOtn thefe divifior.s, was much at a lofs what fide it \~·ould be 

·moft for his intereft to comply with. The pre:fbyterians were, by their princi
pl s, the leaft averfe to regal authority ; but were rigidly bent on the extirpation 
of prelacy : The independents were refolute to lay the foundations of a re
publican government ; but as they pretended not to ereEt themfelves into a nati
onal church, it might be hoped, that, if gratified with a toleration, they \ •ould 
admit the re-eftabli!hment of the hierarchy. So great attachment had the King 
to epifcopal jurifdichon, that he was ever inclined top t it in ballance even with 
his own power and kingly office. 

BuT whatever advantage he might propofe to reap from the divifions of the par
liamentary party, he w. s apprehenfive, that it wo 1ld come too late, to fave hin1 
from that deftruction with which he was inftantl j threatened. Fairfax was approach
ing 11ith a powerful and victorious army, and was taking the proper meafures 
for laying fiege to Oxford, \Vhich mufi: infallibly fall into his hands. To be taken 
captive and led in triumph by his infolcnt enemies, w:1s what Charles ju!lly . b
horred ; and every inflllt, if not violence, was to be dre,Hied, from that enthu~ 

Il.ifl::c 
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Cl1ap. IX. fiailic foldiery, who hated his perfo n, and defpifed his dignity. In this defperate 
16+6. extremity, he embraced a meafure, which, in any other fituation, might juftly 

lie under the imputation of imprudence and indifcretion. 

MoNT REV r L L c, the F rench minifi:er, interefted for the King more by the 
'natural fentiments of humanity, than any infi ruEtions from his court, which 
feemed rather to favour the parliament, had follicited the Scotch generals anci com .. 
miffioners, to give protection to their di Greffed fovereign; and having received 
many geneial profeffions and prom ifes, he had always tranfmitted thefe, perhaps 
with fo me exaggeration, to t~ e King. From his fuggeftions, Charles began to 
entertain thoughts of lea\' ing Oxford, and flying to the Scotch army, which at 
that time lay belore ~ ewark. He confidered that the Scotch nation had been 
fully gratified in all their demands ; and having already, in their own country, 
annj!-lilated both epifcopacy and regal authority, had no farther conceffions to 
exaCt of him. In all difputes, wh rch had paffed about fettling the terms of 
peace, the Scotch, he heard, had fiill adhered to the milder fide, and had en
deavoured to fo ften the rigour of the Englifh parliament. Great difguft alfo, on 
other accounts, had taken place between the nations ; and the Scotch found, 
that, in proportion as their affiftance became lefs neceffary, lefs value was. put 
upon them. The progrefs of the independents gave them great alarm; and they 
were fcandalized to hear their beloved covenant fpoken of, every day, with Jefs 
reaard and reverence. The refufal of a divine right to prefby tery, and the in-o . 

s th of May. 

fringing ecclefiailical difcipline from political confiderations, were, to them, the 
fubjttl of much offence; and the King hoped, that, in their prelent difpofition, 
the fight of their native prince, flying to them in this extremity of diftrefs, would 
rouze every fpark of generofity in their bofom, and procure him their favour and 
proteEtion. 

IN order to conceal his intention, orders were given at every gate in Oxford, 
for allowing three perfons to pafs ; and in the night, the King, accompanied only 
with Dr. Hudfon and Mr. Afhburnham, went out at that gate, which leads to 
London. He rode before a portmanteau, and called himfelf A!hburnham's fer
vant. He paifed thro' St. Albans, Henley, and came fo near London as Harrow 
on the Hill. He once entertained fome thoughts of entering into that city, and 
of throwing himfelf on the mercy of the parliament. But at laft, after paf
fing thro' many crofs roads, he arrived at the Scotch camp before Newark. The 
parliament, hearing of his efcape from Oxford, iffued rigorous orders, and 
threatened with inftant death, whoever fhould harbour or conceal him. 
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THE Scotch generals and commifiloners affected great furprize at the appear~ Chap. IX. 

ance of the King: And tho' they payed him all the exterior refpcCl: due to his Kin~6;!, '" 
dignity, they inftantly put a guard upon him, under colour of protecrion ; and the Scat('~ 
made him in reality a prifoner. They informed the Englifh p3diament of this ~~,1~P at :t''ew

unexpetled incident, and atfured them, that they had entered into no private 

treaty with the King. 1'hey applied to him for orders to BeJlafis, governor o.{: 

Newark, to furrender his town, now reduced to extremity ; and the or-iers 

were infl:antly obeyed. And hearing that the parliament laid claim to the et -

tire difpofal of the King's perfon, and that the Englifh army were making fome 

motions towards them ; they thought proper to retire northwards, and fixed their 
camp at Newcaftle. 

T H 1 s meafure was very agreeable to the King ; and he began to entert~i:1 
hopes of protection from the Scotch. He was particularly attentive to the b~
haviour of their preachers, on whom all depended. It was the mode of that age 

to make the pulpit the fcene of news; and on e\'ery great event, the \\hole 

Scripture was ranfacked by the c1ergy, for palfages applicable to the prefent occa
fion. The firit rninifter who preached before the King, chafe tbefe wo1 ds for 

his text. " And behold all the men of Ifrael came to the king, and faid unto 

u him, Why have our brethren, the men of Judah, ftolen thee away, and have 

" brought the king and his hou!hold, and all David's men with him, over 
'' Jordan. And all the men of J udah anfwered the men of IfraeJ, B~caufe the 
" king is near of kin to us ; wherefore then be ye angry for this matter ? I--Iave 
" we eaten at all of the king's coft? or hath he given us any gift? And the men 

" of Ifrael anfwered the men of Judah, and faid, we have ten parts in the king, 

" and we have alfo more right in Dav:d than ye: \Vhy then dia ye defpife us, 
" that our advice fhould not be firfi: had in bringing back our king? And the 

" words of the men of J udah were fiercer than the \vords of tl1e men of Ifi·ael ~-. 
But the King foon found, that the happinefs of the allufion chiefly had ten pted 
the preacher to employ this text, and that the covenanting zealots were no wif~ 
pacified towards him. Another preacher, ~fter infolently reproaching him t~ 
his face, with his mifgovernm nt, ordered this pfalm to be fLmg; 

Why doJI thou, tyrant, boajl thyfelf 

Thy wicked deeds to praifl: 

• n. Sam. chap. xix. 4 ' 4Z, and 43 vcxfes. See Clar. vol. iii. p. J ~t 
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Chap. IX. The King ftood up, and call~d for that pfalm which begins with thefe word , 
1646. 

Have mercy, Lord, on me, l pra._r'; 
For men would me devour : 

The good natured audience, in pity to fallen majefly, fhowed, for once, greater 
deference to the King than to the minifter, and fung the pfalm which the former 

had called for *. 
CHARLES had very little reafon to be pleafed with his fituation. Not only he 

found himfelf a prifoner, very narrowly guarded: All his friends were keeped at 

a diftance ; and no interrourfe, either by letters or conver!ation, was allowed 
him with any one, on whom he could depend, or who was fufpeeted of any ~t· 
tachment to him. The Scotch generals would enter into no confidt:nce with 
him; and ftill treated him with difl:ant cerem ny and feigned refpeet. And 
every propofal, which they made him. tended farther to his abafement and his 

ruin. 
THEY required him to iffue orders to Oxford, and all his other garrifons, com

manding their fun·en ~er to the parliament : And the King, fenfible that their 
refiflance was to very little purpofe, willingly complied. The terms \\ hich were 
given to m oft of them, were honourable ; and Fairfax, as far as lay in his power, 
was very exaEt in obferving them. Far from allowing violence ; he would not · 
even permit infults or triumph over the unfortunate royahfts ; and by his gene
rous humanity, fo cruel a civil war ended, in appearance, very calmly, between 

the parties. 
0RM ,~ND having received like orders, delivered Dublin, and other forts, into 

the hands of the parliamentary officers. Montrofe alfo, after havi g experienced 
frill more variety of good and bad fortune, threw down his arms, and retired 

out of the kingdom. 
THE Marquefs of Worcefter, a man paft eighty-rour, was the Jaft who 

fubrnitted to the authority of the parliament. lie defended R:..glan cafl:le to 
extretnity ; and opened not its gates till the mic1dle of Auguft. Four years, 
a few days excepted, were now e!apfed, fince the King firft ereCted his ftandard 
at Nottingham. So long had th~ Bri ifh nations, by civil and religious quar
rels, been occupied in £bedding their own blood, and laying wafte their mother~ 
country. 

THE 

* Wh!tclock, page 2-3). 
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THJ:. parliament and the Scotch laid their propofais before tbe King. They 
were fuch as a captive, entirely at n1ercy, could expect from the moft inexorable 

7 iCtor: Yet were they little worfe than what were infifl:ed on before the battle 
of N afeby. The po\\·er of the f word, inftead of ten, which the King now of
fered, was demanded for twenty years, together with a right to levy whatever 
money the parliament fuould think proper for the fupport of their armies. The 
other conditions were, in the main, the fame with thofe which were f-ormerly of .. 
fered to the King. 

CHARLES faid, that propofals, which introduced fuch important innovations 
in the confl:ittJtion, demanded time for deliberation: The commiffioncrs replied, 
that he muft give his anfwer in ten days. He defired to reafon about the mean 
ing and import of the terms: They informed him, that they had no power of 
debate; and required per<:"mptorily his confent or refufal. He requefted a per
fonal treaty wich the parliament : They threatened, that, if he delayed complL 
an , e, the parliament would, by their own authority, fettle the nation. 

VV HAT the parliament was m oft intent upon, was not the treaty with the 
King, to whom they paid little regard ; but that with the Scotch nation. 1'wo 
important points remained to be fettled with them ; their delivery of the King, 

_ and the eilimation of their arrears. 

THE Scotch pretended, that, as Charles was King of Scotland as well as of 
England, they were intit1ed to an equal vote in the difpofal of his perfon : And 
that, in fuch a cafe, where the titles are equal, and the fubj (Cl: indivifib1e, the · 
preference was due to the prefent polfeffor. The Englifh maintained, that, the 
King, being in England, was ~omprehended within the jurifdittion of that king
dom, and could not be difpofed of by any fweign nation. A delicate quefi:ion 
this, and what furely could not be decided by precedent; fince fuch a fituation 
is not, any where, to be found in hiflory. 

As the Scotch concurred with the Englilh, in impofing fuch rigorous condi
tions on the King, that, notwithftanding his unfortunate fituation, he fti_ll refur 
fed to accept of them ; it is certain, that they did not defire his freedom ; nor 
could they ever intend to join lenity and tyranny together, in fo inconfiftent: a 
manner. Before the fettlement of terms, the adminifl:ration mufl: be poffeife · 
intirely by the parliam-ents of both kingdoms; aud how iacompatible that fc'hemc 
, 'ith the liberty of the King, is eafiJy imagined. To carry him a prifoner into 
... cotland, where few forces could be fupport~d in order to guard him, was a 
meafure fo full of inconvenience and danger, that, even if the Englifh had con 
fcnred to it, it mufl: have appeared to the Scotch nation altogether ineligible : 
And how could fuch a plln be fupported in oppofition to England, poifdfed of 

·roL. I. G g g fuel 
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fuch numerous, and viCtorious armies, which were, at that time, or at leaft, 
feen1ed to be, in intire union with the parliament ? The only expedient, it is ob
vious, which the Scotch could embrace, if they fcrupled intirely to abandon 
t e King, was immediately to return, fully and cordially, to their allegiance ; 
and, uniting themfelves with the roya1ifts. of both kingdoms, endeavour, by force 
of arm~, to reduce the Englifh parliament to. more moderate conditions : But be
i1des that this meail. re was full of extreme hazar-d; what was it but inilantly 
to combine with t 1eir old enemies againft their old friends, and in a fit of 
romantic generofity, overturn what, with fo much expence of blood and trea. 
fure, they had, durin.g the courfe of fo many years, been fo carefully erect-

ing? 
BuT, tho' a11 thefe refleCtions occurred to the Scotch commifiioners, they re

~lved to prolong the difpute, and to keep the King as a pledge for thofe arrears, 
which they claimed from England, and which they were not likely, in the pre. 
fent difpofition of that nation, to obtain by any other expedient. The fum, by 
their account, amounted to two millions: For they had received very little re
gular pay, fince their entrance into England. And rho~ the contributions which 
they had levied, as well as the price of their living on free quarters, muft be de
ducted ; yet ftill the fum, wh:ch they infifted on, was very confiderable. After 
many difcut11ons, it was, at laft, agreed, that, in lieu of all demands, they lhould 
accept of 40o,ooo pounds, one half to be paid inftantl y, another within a twelve

ffi{)nth. 

GREAT pains were taken by the Scotch, (and the Englifh complied wjth their
P-retended delicacy) to make this efiimation and payment of arrears appear a 
quite different tranfaB:ion from that for the de1i very of the King's perfon : But 

ommon fenfe requires, that they fuould be regarded as one and the fame. The 
Englifh, it is evident, had they not been previoufiy aift1red of receiving the J(ing, 
would never have parted with fo confiderable a fum, and, while they weakened 
themfelves, by the fame expedient have ftrengthened a people, with whon1 they 
iliou1d afterwards have fo n1aterial an intereft to difcurs. 

THus the Scotch nation underwent, and frill undergo (for fuch grievous fbins 
are not eafily wiped off) the reproach of felling their King, and bargaining their 
prince for money. In vain, did they maintain, That this money was, on a c-

ount of former fervices, intirely their due ; that, in their prefent fituation, no 

other meafure, without the utmoft indifcretion, or even apparent ruin, could be 
embraced ; that tho' they delivered their King into the hands of his open ene
mies, they were themfelves as much his open enemies as thofe to whom they 
furrendered him, and their common hatred againft him had long united th~ 

two 
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t ' , parties in firitl: alliance with each other. They were Ct:ill anfwered, that 
tl "Y ma,.e ufe of this fc..~ndalous expedient to obtain theil· ages ; and that, 
afc e:- taking arms, without any provocation, againft their fovereign, who had 
ever loved and cheri!hed them, they had defervedly fallen into a fituation, fron1 
w ·1ich they could not extricate themfcl ves,. without either i11famy or impru-
dence. · 

THE infamy of this bargain had ft..:h influence on the Scotch parliament, that 
th~y once voted, that the King fl1ould be proteCted and his liberty infifted on. 
But the general a!1embly interpofed, and pronounced, that, as he had refufed 
the covenant, which was preffcd on hi:11, it became not the godly to concern 
themfelves about his fortunes. After this declaration, it behoved the parliamen 
to retraCt their vote. 

I 'TELLIGENCE of the final refolution of the Scotch nation to deliver him up~ 
Vv as brought to the King; and he happened, at that. very time, to be playi j' 

at chefs'*. Such command of temper did he enjoy, that he continued his game 
without interruption ; and none of the bye-ftanders could perceive, that the 
letter, which he perufed, had b1ought him news of any confequence. The Eng
lifh commiffioners, who, fome days after, came to take him under their cuftody, 
were admitted to kifs his hands ; and he received them with the fame grace and 
chearfulnefs, as if they had travelled on no other errand, but to pay court to 
him. The old Earl of Pembroke in particular, who was one of them, he con
gratulated on his fhength and vigour, that he was fiill able, during fuch a fea
fon, to perrorm fo long a journey, in company with fo many young people. 
This felf-command of Charles was united to perfect candour and fincerity : 
Otherways, it had merited but fmall praife. 

Chap. TX. 
16~. 

THE King, being delivered over by the Scotch to the Englifh commiffioners 1547• 

was conduCted, under a guard, to Holmby, in the county of Northamp-
ton. On his journey, the whole country flocked to behold him, moved partly~ing deliver 

1 d tr n.· If 11.'11 . d ll1g up by the by curiofity, party by compaffion an aue~..-Lion. any lll retatne rancourscotch. 
againft him, in his prefent condition, they paired in filence; while his well
wifhers, more generous than prudent, accompanied his march with tears, with 
acclamations, and with prayers for his fafety t. That antient fuperftition like-
wife, of defiring the king's touch in fcrophulous difiempers, feemed to acquire 
frefh credit among the people, from the general tendernefs, which. began to pre-
vail for this virtuous and unhappy monarch. 
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TnE commiffioners rendered his confinement at Holm by very rigorous; dif
miffing all his antient fervants, debarring him from all vifits, and cutting off all 
communication with his friends or fam;ly. The parliament, tho' earnefily ap
plied to by the K.ing, refufed to allow his chaplains to attend him ; becaufe they 
had not tai<.en the covenant. The King refufed to. affift at the fervice, exercifed 
a carding to the DireB:ory; becaufe he had not, as yet, given his confent to that 
r:'lode of wor01ip. Such religious zeal prevailed on both fides! And fuch was 
r.1e divided and diftraC1ed condition, to which it had reduced the King and peo-
1 ! 

D uR IN G the time, that the King remained in the Scotch army at Newcaftie, 
died the earl of Effex, the difcarded, but H-ill powerful and popular general of 
the parliament. l1is death, in this conjuncture, was a public misfortune. Fully 
fenfible of the mifchievous extremities, to which affairs had been carried, and of 
t worfe confequences, which were ftill to be apprehended; he had refolved to 
conciliate a peace, and to correct, as far as poffible~ all thofe ills, to which, from 
tniftake, rather than any bad intentions, he had himfelf fo much contributed. 
The preibyterian or the moderate party among the commons, found themfelves 
confiderably weakened by his death : And the fmall remains of authority, which 
fill ~dhered to the houfe of peers, were, in a n1anner, wholly extinguiilied. 

CH. A P. 
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CHAP. 

Mutiny if the army.-'Ihe J{ing feized by Joyce.-'r'he onuy march 
ogainfl the parliament.--'Ihe army Jitbdue the parliament.--'The 
Ki:zg flies to the ijle qj' !Yight.--Second ci ... uil war .--hrvajion from. 
Scotland.--'The treaty oj. Ne~cp(jrt.--The civil war and inva)ion 
repre.ffed--'The King fiized again by the army.--The houje purged. 
--'The King's triul.--And cxccution.-And charaeler. 

HE dominion of the parliament was of very fhort duratiorr. No fooner 
had they fubdued tneir fovereign, than their own fervants rofe up againft 

them, and tumbled them from their flippery throne. The facred boundaries of 
the laws being one violated, nothing remained to confine the wild projeCts of 
zeal and ambition. And every fuccdlive revolution became a precedent for that 
which followed it. 

IN proportion as the te:-ror of the King's power decayed, the diviGons between 
independent and preibyterian became every day more apparent; and the neuters 
found it, at laft, requifite to feek fhelter in one or the other faction. Many 
new writs were ilfued for elections, in room of men1bers, who had died, or 
were difqualified for adhe~ing to the King; yet frill the preibyterians retained the 
faptriority among the commons: And aH the peers, except Lord Say, \vere 
efteemed of that party. The independents, to whom all the inferior fectaries ad
hered, predominated in the army : And the troops of the new model were uni
verfally affeCted with that enthufiaftic fpirit. To their affiftance did the indepen
dent party, among the commons, chiefly truft, in their projects for acquiring the 

aftendant over therr antagonifts. 
No f.ooner were the Scotch retired, than the preibyterians, feeing every thing 

reduced to obedience, began to talk of difmifiing a confiderable part of the ar
my : And, under pretence of eafing the public burthen~, levelled a deadly blow. 
at the oppoftte faction. They propofed to embark a ftrong detachn.ent, under 
Skippon and MalTey, for the fervice of Ireland: They openly declared their in
tention o.f making a great reduClion of the remainder*· It was even ima0 in"d, 

hat 

• Fourteen thoufun<! men were only propofed to be kep~ up ; 6ooo horfe, 6ooo foot, and 2000 

·tagoons. Bates, 
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Chap. IX. that another new model of the army was projeCted, in order to regai-n to th 
16

47· pre!byterians, that fuperiority, w.hich they had fo imprudently loft by the for
nler. 

THE army had fmall inclination to the fervicc of Ireland ; a country barba
rous, uncultivated, and laid wafte by maffacres, and civil commotions: They 
had lefs inclination to difband, and to renounce that pay, which, having earned 
it thro' fatigues and dangers, they now propofed to enjoy in eafe and tranquilli
ty. And moft of the officers, being raifed from the dregs of the people, had 
no other profpeCl:, if dcpri ved of their commiffion, than that of returning to 
languifh in their native poverty and obfcurity. 

THESE motives of intereft acquired additional influence, and became more 
dangerous to the parliament, from the religious fpirit, by which the army was 

• univerfally animated. Among the generality of men, educated in regular, civi
lized focietie~, the fentiments of flume, duty, honour, have confiderable autho
riry, and ferve to counterballance and direct the motives, derived from private 
advantage: But, by the predominancy of enthufiafm among the parliamentary 
forces, all thefe falutary principles loft their credit, and were regarded as mere 
hutnan inventLms, yea moral infl:irutions, fitter for heathens than for chriftians. 
The faint, refigned over to a fuperior guidance, was at full liberty to gratify 
aU his appetites, difguifed under the appearance of pious zeal. And, befides 
the ftrange corruptions engendered by this fpirit, it eluded and loofened all the 
ties of morality, and gave intire fcope, and even fanCl:ion to the felfifhnefs and 
an1bition, which fo commonly adhere to the human mind. 

THE military confeffors were farther encouraged in difobedience to fuperiors, 
by that fpiritual pride, to which a miftaken piety is fo fubjecr. They were not, 
they faid, mere janizaries ; mercenaay troops inlifted for hire, and. to be difpofed 
of at the will of their paymafters. Religion and liberty w~re the motives, 
which had excited them to arms ; and they had a fuperior right to fee thole 
bleffings, which they had pufchafed with their blood, enfured ..eo future genera
tions. By the fame title, that the prelbyterians, in contradiftincrion to the roy-
alifts, had appropriated to themfel ves the epithet of the godly, or the well-a.Jfefled: 
The independents did now, in contradiftintlion to the pre!byterians, affume this 
magnifi~ent appellation, and arrogate all the afcendant, whi(:h naturally belongs 
to it. 

HEARING of parties in the houfe of commons, and being informed, that the 
minority were friends to the army, the majority enemies; the troops naturally 
.interefted themfelves in that dang~:rous diftinction, and were eager to give the 

Superiority 
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fuperiority to their partizans; Whatever hardfhips they underwent, tho' perhaps Chap. X. 

derived from inevitable neceffity, were afcribed to a fettled defign of opprefiing tb+i> 

them, and refented as an effect of the animofity and malice of their 8.ntagonifts. 

NOTWITHSTANDING- the great revenue, which accrued from taxes, afiefii11ents, 
fequcftrations, and compofitions, confiderable arrears were due to the army; and 
n1any of the private men, as well as officers, had near a twelvemonth's pay Hill 
owing them. The army fufpetled, that this deficiency was purpofely contrived, 
in order to oblige them to live on free quarter; and, by rendering them odious 
to the country, ferve as a pretence for difbanding them. '\V hen they faw fuch 
members, as were employed in committees and civil offices, accumulate great 
fortunes, they accufed them of rapine and public plunder. And, as no plan was 
pointed out qy the commons for the payment of arrear~, the foldiers dreaded, 
that, after they were difbanded or embarked for Ireland, their enemies, who pre
dominated in the houfeti, would intirely· defraud them of their right, and opprefs 

them with impunity. 
ON this ground or pretence did the firft cotnmotions begin in the army. AMutiny 0 

petition, addrefftd to F airfax the general, was handed about ; defiring an inden1- the armi'•· · 

nity, and that ratified by the King, for any illegal actions, of which, during the 
courfe of the war, the foldiers might have been guilty; together with fatisfaction 
in ,arrears, freedom from preffing, relief of widows, and maimed foldiers, and 

. pay till diibanded. The commons, aware of what combuftible materials the 
army was compofed, \~ere alarmed at this intelligence. Such a combination, 
they knew, if not checked in its firft appearance) mull: be attended with the 
moft dangerous confequences, and mufl: foon exalt the military aboye the civi. 
authority. Be fides fummonmg fame officers to anfwer for this attempt, they im- Mard}; o, 

n1ediately voted, that the petition tended to introduce mutiny, to put conditions 
3 

upon the parliament, and to obftruCl: the relief of Ireland; and they threatened 
to proceed againfi: the promoters of it, as enemies to the ftate, and difrurbers of 
public peace. This declaration, which may be efl:eemed violent, efpecially as 
the army had fome ground for complaint, produced very fatal effects. The fol-
diers lamented, That they were deprived of the privileges of Engli!hmen; that they 
were not allowed fo much as to reprefent, their grievances; that, while petitions 
from Effex and other places were openly encouraged againft the army, their 
mouths were ftopped ; and that they, who were the authors of liberty to the na-
tion, were reduced, by a faction in parliament, to the moft grievous fervitude. 

IN this difpofition was the army found by Warwic, Dacres, Maffey and other 
t:ommiffioners; who were fent to make them propofals for entering into the fer
vice of Ireland. Inil:ead of inlifting, the generality objetted to the terms; dtmand

d 
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ed an indemnity ; were clamorous for their arrears : And, tho' they expreff~d 
no diffatisfaB:!on againfl: Skippon, who was appointed commander, they difco
vered much fironger inclination to ferve under Fairfax and Cromwel. Some of
ficers, whD were of the prefbyterian party, having entered into engagements for 
this fervice, could p-revail on very few of the foldiers to inlift under them. And, 
as they all lay under the grievous reproach of deferting the army, and betraying 
the interefts of their companions ; the reil: were farther confirmed in that confe
deracy, which they had formed. 

To petition and remonftrate be-ing the mofr cautious way of conducting a con
federacy, an application to parliament wa5 drawn by near 200 officers; in \vhich 
they 1nadc their apology, with a very imperious air, afferted their right of peti
tioning, and complained of that imputation thrown upon them by the former 
declaration of the lower houfe. The private men likewife of feme regiments fent 
a letter to Skippon ; in which, together with infiil:ing on the fame topics, they 
bment, that defigns were formed againfl: them and many of the godly party in 
the kingdom ; and declare, that they coulcl not engage for Ireland) till they were 
fatisfied in their expectations, and had their juil: defires granted. The army, in 
a word, felt their power, and refolved to be maflers. 

THE parliament too refolved, if poffible, to preferve their dominion ; but_, 
being defritute of power, and not retaining much authority, it was not eafy for 
them to employ any expedient, which could contribute to their purpofe. The 

. expedient, which they now made ufe of, was the worfi im:lginable. They fent 
Skippon, Cromwel, Ireton, and Fleetwood, to the head-quarters at Saffron
'-IVeidon in Efiex; and empowered them to make offers to the army, and inquire 

7th of l\1ay. into the caufe of its d~1empers. Thefe very generals, at lcai1: the three bft, were 
. fecretly the authors of all the difcontents ; and failed not to f,Jment thofe di4or

ders, which they pretended to appeafe. By their fuggefr:ion, a meafure was em
braced, which, at once, reduced matters to extremity, and rendered the mutiny 
incurable. 

IN oppofition to the parlbment at \Vefrminfter, a military parliament was 
formed. Together with a council of the principal officers, which was appointed 
after the model of the houfe of peers ; a more free reprefentati ve of the army 
was compofed, by th~ election of two private men or inferior officers, under the 
title of agitators, from each troop or corn pany. By this means, both the ge· 
ral humour of that time was gratified, intent on plans of imaginary republics ; 
and an eafy method contrived for conducting underhand, and propagating the 
fedition of the army. 

THIS 
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Tnrs terrible court, \vhcn affembled ; having firfl: declared, that they ~ m 
no tl~flempers in the army, but many grie·vances, under which it l1boured ; imme-
diately vot d the off"'rs of the parliament unfatisfaCl:ory. Eight wee s ray alon , 
they faid, was promifed ; a fmall portion of fifty-fix wec:ks, which they preten .ed 
to be their due : No vifible fecurity was given for the remainder : L\nJ having 
been declared public enemies by the commons, they might hereafter be pro-
fecuted as fuc.1, unlefs the declaration was recalled. Before t1:ltters came to tLis 
height, Cromwel had pofled up to London, under pretence of laying before 
the parliament the r:fing difcontents of the army. 

THE parliament made one vigorous effort more, to try the force of their ~n~
thority : 'They voted, that all the troops, which did not engage for Ireland, 
fhould inftantl y be difbanded in their quarters. At the fame time, the council 
of the army ordered a general rendezvous of all the regiments, in order to pro
vide for their common interefts. And while they thus prepared themfelves fo 
oppofition to the parliament, they fl:ruck a blow, which at once decided t 1e 

victory in their favour. 

c· -·"· -. 

A party of five hundred horfc ap ared at I olmby, conducred by one Joyce, ?d of June. rh_ Ymg 
who had once been a taylor by profeffion; but was now advanced to the rankreized by' 

of cornet, and was an active agitator in the army. vVithout being op oled by Joyce. 

the guard, whofe affections were a1l on the fame fide ; J oyce came into the King's 
prefence, armed with pifl:ols, and told him, that he mufl: immediately go along with 
him. FPb.ither? faid the King. rto the army; replied J oyce. By'wbt!t 'i: arrant? afked 
the King. J oyce pointed to the foldiers, whom he brought along; tall, hand-
feme, and well accoutered. Totw 'le;arrant, faid Charles fmiling, is wrote in fair 
cha~acters, legible without fptlling! 1"'he parliamentary cc mmiifioners came into 
the room : They af1<cd Joyce, whether he l1ad any orders from the parliament? 
l-Ie faid, No: From the general? No: By what authority he came ? He made 
the fame rep1y as to the King : 'I'hey would write, they faid, to the parliament to 
know their pleafure. You may do fo, replied J oyce; but in the mean time the Ki:!g 
muft immediately go with me. Refiftance was vain. 1 he King, after Frotrafting 
the tin1c as long as he could, went into his coach ; and was iafely conducted to 
t 1e army, who were hafl:ening to their rendezvous at Tri lo Heath near Cam-
bridge. The parliament, informed of this event by their commiffioners, were 
thrown into the utmoft confternation. 

1~ A 1 R FAx himfelf was no lefs furprize l at the l(ing's arrival. That bo d 
n1 afure, executed by Joyce, had never been communicated to the general. The 
orders were intirely verbal ; and no body avo ~ed them. And, whi1e every 

VoL. I. H h h one 
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one affected aftonifhment at the enterprize, Cromwel, by whofe council it had 
been dire 'ted, arrived from London, and put an end to their deliberations. 

T Hr s artful and audacious confpirator had conduCted himfelf in the parlia .. 
ment with fuch profound diffimulation, with fuch refined hypocrify, that he had 
long deceived thofe, who, being themfelves very dextrou• practitioners in th~ 
:ftune arts, naturally entertained the more fufpicion againft others. At every in
telligence of diforders in the ~rmy, he was moved to the higheft pitch of grief 
and of anger. He wept bitterly : I-Ie lamented the misfortunes of his country: 
He advifed every violent meafure for fuppreffing the n1utiny ; and by thefe 
precipitant councils, at once evinced his own fincerity, and inflamed thofe 
difcontents, of which he intended to make advantage. He obtefted heaven and 
earth, that his devoted attachment to the parliament had rendered him fo odi
ous in the army, that his life, while among them, was in the ut m oft danger; 
~ nd he had very narrowly efcaped a confpiracy, formed to affa.llinate him. But 
information being brought, that the moft active officers and agitators were in

tirely his creatures, the parliamentary leaders fecretly refolved, that, next day, 
when he came to the houfe, an accufation 1hould be entered againft him, 
and he .fhould be fent to the Tower. Cromwel, who, in the conduct of his de~ ' 
fperate enterprizes, frequently approached to the very brink of deftruct:ion, 
knew how to make the requifite turn with proper dexterity and boldnefs. Being 
inforn1ed of this defign, he hafiened to the camp; where he was received with 
acclamations of joy, and was inftantiy invefied with the fupreme command both 
of general and army. 

FAIRFAX, having neither talents himfelf for cabals, nor penetration to difco
ver the cabals of others, had given his confidence intirely to Cromwel ; who, 
by the befi coloured pretences, and by the appearance of an open fincerity and a 
fcrupulous confcience, impofed on the eafy nature of this brave and virtuous 
man. The council of officers and the agitators were moved aitogether by Crom
wel's direCtion, and conveyed his will to the whole army. By his profound and 
artful conduCt, he had now attained a fituation, where he could cover his enter
prizes from public view; and feeming either to obey the com.mands of his fupe
·ior officer, or yield to the movements of the foldiers, could fecretly pave the 
way for his future greatnefs. While the diforders of the army were yet in their 
infancy, he kept at a diftance; left his counterfeit averfion might throw a damp 
upon them, or his fecret encouragement beget fufpicion in the parliament. As 
foon as L ey came to 1naturity, he openly joined the army ; and in the critical 
moment, ftruck that important blow of fcizing the Ki~g's perfon, and depri
vin9 the parliament of any refource by an accommodation with hin1. Tho' one 

vizor 
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vizor fell off, another ftill remained, to cover his natural countenance.' VVhere Chap. X. 

delay was requifite, he could employ the mofr indefatigable patience: Where 
16+7· 

celerity was neceffary, he flew to a decifion. And by thus uniting in his perfon 

the moft oppofite talents, he was enabled to combine the n1ofi: contrary interefts 

in a fubferviency to his fecret purpofes. 

'J'H E parliament, tho' at prefent defencelefs, were poffeffcd of many refources ; The army 

and time might eafily enable them to refift that violence, with which they were 11}l:lrch l~gainft 
. t 1e par la-

threatened. Wtthout farther deliberation, therefore, Cromwel advanced thement. 

army upon them, and arrived in a few days at St. Albans. 

NoTHING could be n1ore popular, than this hofrility, which the army corn· 

menced againft the parliament. As much as that affembly was once the idol 

of the nation, as much was it now become the object of general hatred and 

averfion. 
THE felf-denying ordinance had no longer been put in execution, than till 

Effex, Manchefter, Wailer, and the other officers of that party, had refigned 

their commiffion : Immediately after, it was laid afide by tacit confertt ; and the 
me1nbers, !baring a\1 offices of po\ver and profit among them, proceeded with 

impunity in exerciGng aCts of oppreffion on the helplefs nation. Tho' the ne· 
ceffity of their fituation might ferve as an apology for many of their meafures, 

the people, not accuftomed to fuch a fpecies of government, were not difpofed 

to n1ake the requifite allowances. 

A fmall fupply of 10o,ooo pounds a year could fcarce be obtained by the for·· 

mer kings from the jealous humour of the p2.rliaments ; and the Englifh, of all 
nations in Europe, were the leafi: accuftomed to taxes : But this parliament, 
from the commencement of the war, according to fome computations, had Jevi-

d, in five years, above forty millions*; and yet were loaded with debts and 
• l cun1brances, which, during that age, were regarded as prodigious. If thcfe 
comf utations fhould be thought much exaggerated, as they probably are, t1 e 

xes and impofitions were certainly far higher than in any former frate of £he 
Englifh government ; and fuch popular exaggerations are, at leaft, a proof of 

I opular difcontents. 
II h h 2 

· Clement \Yalker's hiftory of the two J untos, prefixed to his hiftory of independency. T' is is 

en ~utl.or of {i irit and ingenuity ; at d being a ze, 1ous parliamentarian, his authority is very con
' cra~le, notv:ithilt.nding the air of fat:re, which prevails in his writings. This computation, how

e\ er, fecn1s much too large; efpecial1y as the fequefl:rations, <kring the time cf \·iar, could not be f< 

oecafiderable as aftenvards. 
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B u T the difpofd of this money was no lefs the object of general complain .. 
againil the par li:lmtr.t than the levying it. The fu of 3oo,ooo pounds they 
c pen1y took, 'tis affirmed*, and divided among their own members. The c01n
n1ittees, to whom the management of the different branches of revenue was en
trufted, never brought in their accounts, and had unlimited povr'er of fecreting 
whatever fums they pleaft.d from the public treafure t. Thefe branches were 
needlefsl y mul tiplicd, in order to render the revenue n1ore perplexed, to fhare 
the advantages among greater numbers, and to conceal the frauds, of which they 
were univerfally fufpected +. 

T H E method of keeping accounts, practifed in the exchequer, was confef
fedly the exaB:eft, the moft antient, the beft known, and the leaft liable to fraud~. 
The exchequer was, for that reafon, abo1iihC'd, and the revenue put under the. 
n1anagpment of a committee, who were fubjeB: to no controul11. 

THE excife was an odious tax, formerly unknown to the nation; at d was now 
extended over provifions, and the common neceifaries of life. Near one half of.. 
the goods and chattels, and at leaft one half of the lands, rents, and revenues. 
of the kingdom, had been fequefhed . To great numbers of roya1ifl:s, all redrefs. 
for thefc fequeftrations was refufed : To the reO:, the remedy could be obtained 
only by payi1 g large con1pofitions and fubfcribing the covenant; which they ab
horred. Befides the ruin and defolation of fo many antient and honourable fa
n1i!ies ; indifferent fFeB:ators could not but blame the hardfhip of punifhing~ 
with fuch feverity, aB:ions, which the hw, in its ufual and.mofl: undifputed in
terpretation, ftriB:Iy required of every fubjeEt. 

THE feverities too, exercifed againft the epifcopal clergy, naturally affected 
the royalifts, and even all men of candor, in a fenfible rnanner. By the moft 
n1oderate computation**, it appears,. that above one half of the eftabli1hed 
clergy had been turned out to beggary and want, for no other crime than thei~ 
adherence to the civil and religious principles, in which they were educaced ;. 
and for their attachment to thofe hnvs, under whofe countenance they had at 
firft embraced that profeffion. To renounce epifcopacy and the liturgy, and to 
fubfcribe the covenant, were the only terms, which could fave them from fo ri
gorous a fate ; and if the leaft mark of malignancy, as it was called, or affec-

tion 

* Clement \Valkcr's hiflory of independency. + Id. iLid. t Id. ibid. 1/ Id. ibid. 

** See John \Valker's attempt towards recovering an account of the numbers and fufferings of 
tlie clergy. The p:.:rliament pretended to leave the fequcHered clergy a fifth of their revenue; but. 
this author makes it fufficiently appear, that this provifion, finall as it is, was never regularly paid 
the ejetlcd clergy. 
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tion to the King, who fo intirely loved t11em, had ever efcapcd t1 eir lips, even 

t
11is hard choice was not permitted. The f1cred character, which gives the 

priefthood fuch authority over mankind, becoming more vene1 able from the fuf

ferings, endured for the fake of principle, by thefe diftreffed royalifts, aggra

vated the general inc'ignation again£1: their perfecutors, who had robbed them of 

poffeffions, fecured to them by every law, human and divine, with which the 

nation had hitherto been acquainted. 

BuT what excited the motl: univerfal complaint was, t 1e unlimited tyranny 

and d .fpotic rule of the country-comtnittecs. During the war, the difcretionary 

power of thefe courts was excufed, from the plea of neceffity : But the nation 

¥as reduced to defpair, when it faw neither end put to their duration, nor bounds 

to their authority. Thefe could fequefl:er~ fine, imprifon, and corporally pu

nifh, without aw or remedy. They interpofed in queil:ions of private property. 

Under colour of malignancy, they exercifed vengeance againft their priva e ene

mies. To the obnoxious, and fometimes to the innocent, they folJ their p!O-· 

tection. And inftead of one flar-chamber, w hi eh had been abolifhed, a hun

dred were anew erected, forti ed with better pretences, and armed with more 

unlimited authority *. 
· C o u L n any thing have increafed the indignation againfl: that flavery, into 

which the nation, from the too eager purfL it of liberty, had fallen ; it muft have 

been the reflection on the pretences, by which the people had fo long been de

luded. The fancrified hypocrites, who called their oppreffions the fpoiling. 

the Egyptians, and their rigid feverity the dominion of the Elect, inter

larded all their iniquities with long and fervent prayers, faved themfelves from 

blufhing by their pious grimaces, and exercifed, in the name of the Lord, all 

their cruelty on n1en. An undifguifed violence could be forgiven : But fuch a 

mockery of the underftanding, fuch an abufe of religion, were, with men of 

penetration, objeCts of peculiar refentment. 

TH £ parliament, confcious of their decay in popularity, feeing a formi bble 

armed force advance upon them, were reduced to defpair, and found all their 

refources much inferior to the prefent neceffity. London ftill retained a fl:rong 

attachment to prefbyterianifm; and its militia, which was numerous, and h. l 
acquired 

* Clement Walker's hiitory cf independency. HolJis gives the fame rcp•cfentation, as 'Valke,.., 

of the plundering, oppreffions, and tyranny of the p<!rliament: Only, infl:ead of l.lying the fault 

on both parties, as \Valker does, he af;ri es it folely to the independent faCtion. I he prcfbyte

rians inJced, being commonly denominated the tmderate party, would probably be more inof. 

"enfiv , 

Chap. X. 
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hap. X. acquired reputation in the wars, had, by a late ordinance, been put into hands, 
16+7· in whon1 the parliament could intircly confide. This militia were now called 

out, and ordered to guard the line, which had been drawn about the city, in 
order to fecure it againft the King. A body of horfe was ordered to be in
fiantly levied. · Many officers, who had been cafhiered by the new model of the 
army, offered their fervice to the parliament. An army of 5000 men lay in 
the north under the command of General Pointz, who was of the prefbyterian 
faCtion; but' thefe were too diftant to be employed in fo urgent a neceffity. 
·'I'he fo~ces, defl:ined for Ireland, were quartered in the weft; and, tho' deemed 
faithful to the parliament, they alfo lay at a diftance. Many inland garri
fons were commanded by officers of the fame party ; but their troops, being fo 
n1uch difperfed, could, at prefent, be of no manner of fervice. The Scotch were 
faithful friends and zealous for prefbytery and the covenant ; but a very long time 
was required, 'ere they could colletl: their forces, and march to the affi(t::mce of the 
parliament. 

IN this fituation it was thought more prudent to fubmit, and y compliance 
Sth of June. to ftop the fury of the enraged army. The declaration, by which the military 

petitioners had been voted public enemies, was recalled, and erazed from the 
journal-book. Thi's was the firft fymptom which t.he parliament gave of fub-
111iffion ; and the army., hoping, by the terror of their name, to · cffecr all their 
purpofes, ftopped at St. Albans, and entered into negotia .. ion with their ma
ftcrs. 

HERE commenced the encroachments of the military upon the civil authority. 
The army,· in their ufurpations on the parliament, copied exaClly the mo
del, which the parliament had fet them, in their recent ufurpations on the 
crown. 

EvE R Y day, they rofe in their demands. If one clain1 was granted, they 
had another ready, ftill more enormous and exorbitant; and were determined 
never to be fatisfied. At firft, they pretended only to petition for what con
cerne :l then1felvcs as foldiers : Next, they mufl: have a vindication of their 
character : Then, it was neceffary, that their enemies be punil11ed : At laft, 
they claimed a right of modeling the whole government, and fettling the 
natton. 

1"' H E Y preferved, in words, a.l deference and refpeB: to the par1iam~nt; 
but in reality, inrulted them and tyrannized over them. Ttia~ ailembly 
they pretend -·d not to acct1fe : It was only evil COllnfellors, who fedL!C(. d and 
betrayed it. 

1HEY 
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THEY proceeded fo far as to name eleven members, whon1, in general terms, Chap. X. 

they charged with high treafon, as enemies to the army and ev'l counfellors to 1 6t1~~{7junc. 
the parliament. Their names were Hollis, Sir Philip Stapleton, Sir Williatn 
Lewis, Sir John Clotworthy, Sir William \Valler, Sir John Maynard, l\1affey, 
Glyn, Long, Harley, and Nichols. Thefe were the very leaders of the pref-

byterian party. 
1"' HEy infifl:ed, that thefe members fhould immediately be ftqueftred from 

parliament, and be thrown into prifon. The commons replied, that they could 

not, upon a general charge, proceed fo far. The army obferved to them, 
that the cafes of Straiford and Laud were direCt precedents for that purpofe. At 
]aft, the eleven n1embers themfelves, not to give occafion to difcord, begged leave 
to retire from the houfe ; and the army, for the prefent, feemed fatisfied with 

this proof of fubmiffion. 
PRETEND 1 N c, that the parliament defigned to levy ":ar upon them, and 

to involve the nation again in blood and confufion, they required, that 
all new levies ihould be ftopped. The parliament complied with this de .. 

n1and. 
THERE being no figns of refifl:ance, the army, in order to fave appearances, 

removed, at the defire of the parliament, to a greater diftance from London, · 
and fixed their head quarters at Reading.. They carried the King along with 

them in all their removes. 
THAT Prince now found h:mfelf in a better fituation than at Holmby, and 

had attained fome greater degree of freedom, as well as of confideration with; 

both parties. 
ALL his friends had accefs to him : His correfpondence with the ~een was 

not interrupted : His chaplains were reftored, and he was allowed the ufe of 

the liturgy : I-Iis children were once allowed to vifit him, ahd palfed a few days 

at Caverfham, where he then refided. He had not feen the Duke of Glocefter? 
his youngeil fon, and the Princefs Elizabeth, fince he left London, at the com
mencement of the civil diforders ; nor the Duke of York, fince he went to the 

catch army before Newark. No private man, unacquai-nted with the pleafures 

of a court, and the tumult of a camp, more paffionately loved his family, than 

did this good Prince; and fuch an infrance of indulgence in the arn1y was ex· 
tremely grateful to him. Cromwe1, who was witnefs to the meeting of the 
royal family, confeffed, that he never had been prefent at fo tender a fcene; and 
he extremely applauded the benignity, which difp.layed itfelf in the whole dif-

pofition and behaviour of Charles. 
8 rHA 
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THAT artful politi ian, as \Ve11 as the leaders of all parties, payed court to ti1e 
King; and fortune, notwithftand!ng aa his calamities, feemed again to fmil"' 
upon him. 1"'he parliament, afraid of his forming fomc accommodation with 
the army, fpoke to him in a more refpccH~tl fl:yle than formerly ; and invited 
him to rdide at R icl mond, and contribute his afLifrance to the fettlement of the 
nation. h. 11 the chief oflicers treate9 him with great regard, and talked every 
where of refloring him to his juft powers and prerogatives. In the public de
clarations of the army, the fettlement of his revenue and authority was in
fifl:ed on. The roya ifts, every where, entertained hopes of the refloration 
of monarchy; and th~ favour, which they univerfally bore the army, con
tributed very much to difcour--ge the parliament, and to forward their fub
n1iflion. 

THE King began to feel of what confequence he was. The more the national 
confufions increated, the more was he confident, that all pe~rties would, at lafr, 
have recourfe to his lawful authority, as the only remedy for the public difor
ders. You cmmot be without me, faid he, on feveral ccafions : 1rou tailnot com
pofe the nation but by my oJ!iflcmce. A people witho t vernm nt·an it OLlt 

liberty, a parliament without authority, an army without a legal m fcer: D 1f
tractions every where, terrorv, opprefilons, convulfions : From this fcene of 
confu!ion, which could not long continue, all men, he hoped, would be brouo·ht 

b 

to reflect on that <mtient government, under which they and their ancefiors had 
[o long enjoyed happincfs and tranquillity. 

T Ho' Charles I·ept his ears open to all propofals, and expected to hold the 
balhnce b~tween the oppofite parties, he entertained more hopes of accommoda
tion with the army. He had experienced the extreme rigour of the parliamcr t. 
They pretended totally to annihilate his authority: They had confined his per
fon. In both thefe particulars, the army !bowed n1ore indulgence. N or1e of 
his friends were debarred his prefence. And in the propofals, w hi eh the coun~ 
cil of officers fent for the fettlement of the nation, they infified neither on the 
abolition of epifcopacy, nor on the punifhment of the royali(l:s; the two points 
to which the Ying had the mofi extreme reluCtance : And they dem~ndtd that 
a period i11ouli be J:-Ut to the prefent parliament, the event for which he moil: 
ardently longed. 

l-I 1 s conjunClion too feemcd more natural with the generals, than with r. 1at 
ufurping affembly, who had fo long affumed the entire authority of the fl:ate, and 
who had declared their refolution ftill to continue mafters. By gratifying a f'.:.w 

rerfons with titles and preferments, he might draw over, he hoped, the whole 
lnilitary power, and, in an infiant, reinftate himfelf in his civil authority. T'o 

Irrton 
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reton he offered the lieutenancy of Ireland : To Cromwe1, the garter, the title 
of Ear1 of Eifex, and the corn m and of the army. Negotiations to this puz·pofe 
were fecretly conducted. Cromwel pretended to hearken to them; and was 
pleafed to keep the door open for an accommodation, if the courfe of events 
1hould, at any time, render it necdfary. And the King, who had no fufpicion, 
that one, born a private gentleman, could entertain the daring ambition of feiz -
ing a fceptre, tranfmitted thro' a long 1ine of monarchs ; indulged hopes, that he 
would, at laft, embrace a meafure, which, by all the motives of duty, intercit, 
and fafety, feemed to be recommended to him. 

\VHILE Cromwel allured the King by thefe expeCtations, he frill continued his 
fcheme of reducing the parliament to fubjeClion, and depriving them of all means 
of refi{tance. To gratify the army, the parliament invefted Fairfax with the 
title of general in chief of all the forces in England and Ireland ; and cntrufted 
the whole military authority to a perfon, who, tho' well inclined to their fervi~e, 
was no longer at his own difpofal. 

THEY voted, that the troops, which, in obedience to them, had inlified for 
Ireland, and deferted the rebellious army, fhould be diibanded, or, in other words, 
be punifi1ed for their fidelity. The forces in the north, under Pointz, had already 
mutinied againft their general, and had entered into an affociation with that army, 
which was fo fuccefsfully employed in exalting the military above the civil au ~ 

thority. 
THAT no refource might remain to the parliament, it was demanded, that 

the militia of London fhould be changed, the prefbyterian commiffioners difp1a
ced, and the command reftored to thofe, who, during the courfe of the war, had 
conftantly exercifed it. The parliament even complied with fo violent a demand, 
and paired a vote in obedience to the army. 

BY this unlimited patience, they propofed to temporize under their prefent 
difficulties, and they hoped to find a more favourable opportunity for recovering 
their authority and influence: But the impatience of the city lofr them all the zoth of Jul • 

advantage of their cautious meafures. A petition againfr the alteration of the 
militia was carried to Weftminfter, attended by the apprentices and feditious mul-
titude, who befieged the door of the commons; and by their clamour, noife, 
and violence, obliged them to reverfe that vote, which they had paffed fo lately. 
When gratified in this pretenfion, they immediately difperfed, and left the par-

liament at liberty. 
No fooner was inte1ligencc of thi~ tumult conveyed to Reading, than the army 

were put in motion. The t\vo houfes being under reftraint, they were refolved, they 
faid, to vindicate, ag 1inft the fedicious citizens, the invaded priYileges of parlia-

V oL. I. I i i tnent, 
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ment, and reilore that aifembly to its juft freedon1 of debate and council. In 

their way to London, they were drawn up on Hounfiow-Heath; a formidable 

army, twenty thoufand ftrong, and determined, without regard to law~ or li· 
berty, to purfue whatever meafures their genertlls fhould dictate to them. I--Iere 
the moft favourable event happened, to quicken and encourage their advance. 

The fpeakers of the two houfes, Manchefter and Lenthal, attended with eight 

peers, and about fixty commoners, having fecretly retired from the city, pre

fented themfelves wich their maces and all the enflgns of their dignity; and com

plaining of the violence put upon them, applied to the army for defence and 

protection. They were receivtd with ihouts and acclamations: RefpeCl: was 
paid them as to the parliament of England: And the army being provided of 

fo plaufible a pretence, which, in all public tranfactions, is of great confequence, 

advanced to chafi:ife the rebellious city, a~d re- inftate the violated parliament. 

NEITHER Lenthal nor Manchefter were efreemed independents; and fuch a 
ftep in them was intirely unexpected. But they probably forefaw, that the army 
muft, in the end, prevail, and they were willing to pay court in time to that 

authority, which began to predominate in the nation. 

THE parliament, forced from their temporizing meafures, and obliged to re

lJgn, at once, or combat for their liberty and power, prepared themfelves with 
vigour for defence, and were determined to refill: the violence of the army. 

The two houfes immediately chofe new fpeakers, Lord Hunfdon, and Henry 

Pelhan1: They renewed their former orders for inlill:ing troops : They appoint· 
ed Maffey to be commander: They ordered the trained bands to mann the 

lines : And the whole city was in a ferment, and refounded with military 

preparations. 

WHEN any intelligence arrived, that the army ftopped or retreated, the !bout 
of One and all, nn with alacrity, from ftreet to Hreet, among the citizens : 

\Vhen news came of their advancing, the cry of 'l'reat and capitulllte was no lefs 
loud and vehement. The terror of an uni verfal pillage, and even maffacre, had · 

feized the timid inhabitants. 

As the army approached, Rainfborow, being fent by the general over the ri
ver, prefented himfelf before Southwark, and was gladly received by fome fol- · 

diers, who were quartered there for its defence, and who were refolved not to 
feparate- their interdl:s from thofe of the army. It behoved then the parliament 

to fubmit. The army marched in triumph thro' the city ; but preferved the 
greateft order, decency, and appearance of humility. They conduCted to Weft
minfter the two fpeakers, who took their feats as if nothing had happened. The 
eleven impeached men1bers, being accufed as caufes of the tumult, were expel-

S led i 
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·. led ; and mofr of them retired beyond fea : Seven peers were impeached : The Cl x 1ap. . 

mayor, one fherriff, and three aldermen, fent to the Tower: Several citizens x647· 

and officers of the militia, committed to prifon : Every deed of the parliament 

annulled, from the day of the tumult till the return of the fpeakers: The lines 

about the city levelled : The militia reftored to the independents : Regiments 

quartered in Whitehall and the Meufe: And the parliament being reduced to aTh 
e army 

regular formed fervitude, a day was appointed of folemn thankfgiving to God forfubdue the 

the reftoration of its liberty. parliament. 

THE independent party exulted in their victory. The whole authority of 

the nation, they imagined, was lodged in their hands; and they had a near 

profpeEt of moul ling the government into that imaginary republic, which had 

long been the object of their willies. They had fecretly concurred in all encroach

tnents of the military power; and they expected, by the terror of the fword, to 

impofe a more perfect fyftem of liberty on the reluctant nation. All parties, the 

king, the church, the parliament, the prefbyterians, had been guilty of errors, 

fince the commencement of thefe diforders : But it muft be confeifed, that this 

deluuon of the independents and republicans was, of all others, the moft con. 

trary .; to common fenfe and the eftablifhed maxims of policy. Yet were the 

leaders of that party, Vane, Fiennes, St. John, Martin, the n1en in England 

the moft celebrated for profound thought and deep contrivance; and by their 

well-coloured pretences and profeffions, they had over·reached the whole na

tion. To deceive fuch men would argue a fuperlative capacity in CromweJ ; 

were it not, that,. befides the great difference there is between dark, crooked 

councils and true wifdom, an exorbitant paffion for rule and authority will make 

the moft prudent overlook the dangerous confequences of fuch meafures as feem 

to tend, in any degree, to their own advancement. 

THE leaders of the army, having eftablifhed their dominion over the parlia-

, ment and city, ventured to bring the King to Hampton-Court; and he lived, 

for fome time, in that palace, with an appearance of dignity and freedom. 

Such admirabl€ equability of temper did he poifefs, that, durifig all the variety 

of fortune-, which he underwent, no difference was perceived in his countenance 

or behaviour ; and tho' a prifoner, in the hands of his moft inveterate enemies, 

he fupported, towards all who approached him, the majefty of a monarch; and 

that, neither with lefs nor greater ftate, than what he had been accufi:omed to 

maintain, His manner, which was not in itfelf popular or gracious, now ap

peared amiable, from its great meeknefs and equality. 

I i i 2 
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THE parliament renewed their applications to him, and prefented him with the 
ance; conditions, which they had offered at Newcaftle. The King declined accept
farne and defired them to take the propofals of the army into confideration, and make 
them the foundation of the public fettlement. He ftill entertained hopes, that 
his negotiations with the generals would be crowned with fuccefs ; tho' every 
thing, in that particular, bore daily a worfe afpeB:. Moft hiftorians have thought,. 
that Cromwel never was fincere in his profeffions ; and that, having, by force, 
rendtred himfelf mafter of the King's perfon, aRd, by fair pretences, acquired 
the countenance of the royalifts, he had employed thefe advantages to the en 
fiaving the parliament: And afterwards.. thought of nothing but the efiabliih
ment of his own unlimited authority, with which he efleemed the refloration, 
and even Jife of the King~ altogether incompatible. This opinion, fo much war
ranted by the exorbitant ambition and profound diffimulation of his character, 
meets with ready belief; tho' 'tis more agreeable to the narrow ne('> of human 
views, and the darknefs of futurity, to fuppofe, that this daring ufurper was 
guided by events, and did not, as yet, forefee, with any affurance, that tmpa
ralleled greatnefs, which he afterwards attained. Many writers of that age 
have afferted *, that he really intended to make a private bargain with the King;. 

a 

• Salmonet, Lud1ow, Hollis, &c. all thefe, efpecially the lafr, being the declared inveterate ene
mies of Cromwel, are the more to be credited, when they advance any faB:, which may ferve to apo-
10gize for his violent and criminal conduB:. ~here prevails a fiory, that Cromwel intercepted a fet
ter, wrote to the ~een, where the King faid, that he would firft raife and then deftroy Cromwel.. 
But, befides that this conduct feems to contraditt the charaCter of the King, it is, on other accounts, 
totally unworthy of credit. It is firft told by Roger Coke, a very paffionate hifrorian, who wrote. 
fo late as the revolution, and who mentions it .only as a rumour. In the Memoirs of Lord Broghill, 
we meet with another fiory of ar. intercepted letter, which deferves fome more attention, and agrees 
very well with the narration here given. It is thus related by Mr. Ivlaurice, chaplain to Roger Earl 
of Orrery. " Lord Orrery, in the time of his greatnefs with Cromwcl, jufr after he had fo feafon
u ably relieved him in his great dHl:refs at Clonmell, riding out of Youghall one day with him and 
H 1reton, they fell into ditcourfe about the King's death. Cromwel thereupon faid more than once, 
" that if the King had follo\ved his own judgment, and had been attended by none but tru!ly fer
., vantsi he had fooled t"l:lem all ; and that once they had a mind to have clofed with J1im, but, upon 
" famcthing that happened, fell off from that defign. Orrery finding them in good humour, and 
'' being done with them, afked, if he might prefumc to defire to know, why they would once have 
'' dofea with l1is Majelly, and why they did not. Crom~~el very freely told him, he would fatisfy 
H him in both his queries. The 1eafon (fays he) why we would have cJofed with the King was this:. 
·• We found that the Scotch and prclhyterians began to be more powerful than we, and were likely 
" to agree with him, and leave us in the lurch. For this reafon we thought it beft to prevent them 
" by offering irft to come in upon reafi>nable conditions : But whilft our thoughts were taken up 
" w~h this !ubj~.:a, there came a letter ~o u~ from one of our fpies, who was of the King's 

l;lcd-
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a meafure, which carried the moft plaufible appearance both for his (a~ ty ~nd ad- Ch· . X. 

vancement: But that he found infuperable difficulties in reconciling to it the wi ld 1647· 

humours of the army. The horror and antipathy of thefe enraged fanatics ha , 

for many years, been artfully fomented ag .infr Char! s ; and tho' their princi-

ples were, on all occafions, eafily warped and eluded by private intereft, yet was 

fome colouring requifite, and a flat contradiction to all former profeffions ~ nd te-

nets could not fafely be propofed to them. 'ris certain, at Ieall·, that Cromwtl 

nude ufe of this reafon, why he admitted rarely of vifits from the King's friends, 

and fhowed Iefs favour than formerly to the royal caufe. The agitators, he faid, 

had rendered him odious to the army, and had reprefented h"m as a traitor, ~vho1 

for the fake of private intereft, was ready to betray the caufe of God to the great 

enemy of piety and religion. Defperate projects too, he affcrt d to be fecretly 

formed, for the murder of the King; and he pretended much to dread left all 

his authority, and that of the commanding officers, would not be able to reftrain 

thefe enthufiafts from their bloody purpofes. 
INTELLIGENCE 

" bed-chamber, acquainting us, that our final doom was decreed that very day ; that he could not 

" poffibly learn what it was, but we might ditcover it, if we could but intercept a letter fent ti-om 

" the King to the Qyecn, wherein he informed her of his ref<)lution ; that this letter was {(mren up 

c, in the fkirt of a fttddle, and the bearer of it would come with the faddle upon hi3 he:1d, c.b Jut ten 

u of the clock that night, to the Blue Boar in Holbourn, where he was to t:J.ke horfe for Dover. 

H The meifenger knew nothing of the letter in the faddle, tho' fome in Dover did. • e were at 

" Windfor (faid Cromwel) when we received this letter, and immediately upon the receipt of it, Ire

c' ton and I refolved to take one trufty fellow with us, and to go in troopers habits to that inn. 

'' We did fo; and leaving our man at the gate of the inn, (which had a wicket only open to let 

" perfons in and out) to watch and give us notice when any man came in with a fa~dlc, we went 

" into a drinking-frail. We there continued, drinking cans of beer, till about ten of the c1ocl~, 

" when our centinel at the gate gave us notice, that the man with the fadclle \Vas come. \Ve rofe 

" up prefently, and juft as the man was leading out his horfe faddled, we came up to him with drawn 

" fwords, and told him, we were to fearch all that went in and out there ; but as he looked like <i.n 

u honeft man, we would only fearch his faddle and fo difmifs him T he 6ddle was unrrir t, v;e car. 

" ried it into the ftall, where we had been drinking, and rippi n_:r open or. e of t1 e n~i; t , we there 

" found the letter we wanted Having thus got it into our ha .ds, we deli>cred the man (whom we 

u had left with our centinel) his faddle, told him he ' as' an ho!1eft fell w, and bid him go about his 

" bufinefs ; which he did, purfuiog his jour ey withou m re ado, and jgnorant of the h~'!rm he 

,, had fuffered. We found in the letter, that his Maj efty :_:~ cquainted the ~een, that he wa£ courted 

" by both faCtions, the Scotch prelbyterians and he army; and that thofe which bade the faireft for 

-'' him fhould have him : but yet he tho ght he fh ouid clofe with the Scotch foo ner than with the 

" other. Upon this we returned to Windfor; and finding we \\ere not Ii ~ e to ha\'C good terms from 

" the King, we from that time vowed his ciefiruttion." • This relation fuiting well enough wi·h 

' other paffages and circumilances at this tine} I have inferted to gratify the re<\der's curiofity. 

Carte's Ormond, vol. ii. p. u. 
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Chap. x. INTELLIGENCE being daily brought to die King of 1nenaces thrown out by 
1647· the agitators; he began to think of retiring from Hampton-Court, and of put

ting himfelf in fome place of fafety. The guards were doubled upon him : The 
promifct:wus concourfe of people reftrained : A more jealous care exerted in at· 
tending his perfon : All, under colour of protecting him from danger; but really 
with a view of making him uneafy in his prefent fituation; Thefe artifices foon 
operated the intended effeCt. Charles, who was naturally apt to be fwayed by 
council, and who had not then accefs to any good council, took fuddenly a refo
lution of withdrawing himfelf, tho' without any concerted, at leaft, any rational 

T fcheme, for the future difpofal of his perfon. Attended only by Sir John 
1 1th of N ov. Berkeley, Afhburnham, and Leg, he privately left Hampton-Court; and his 

King flies to 
the ifle of 
Wight. 

efcape was not difcovered, till near an hour after ; when thofe, who entered his 
chamber, found on the table fome letters directed to the parliament, to the ge
neral, and to the officer, who had attended him. All night, he travelled thro' 
the foreft, and arrived next day at Tichfield, a feat of the Earl of Southamp
ton, where the Countefs dowager refided, a wonun of great honour, to whom, 
the King knew, he might fafely entruft his perfon. Before he arrived at this 
place, he had gone to the fea-coafl; and expreffed great anxiety, that a !hip, 
which he feemed to look for, had not arrived ; and from thence, Berk.eley and 
Leg, who were not in the fecret, conjectured, that his intention was to tranfport 
himfelf beyond fea. 

THE King could not hope to remain long concealed at Tichfield : What mea
fure fhould be next embraced, was the queft ion. In the neighbourhood lay the 
ifle of Wight, of which Hammond was governor. This man was intirely de
pendent on Cromwel. At his recommendation he had married a daughter of the 
famous I-Iamoden, who, during his l1fe-time, had been an intimate friend of Crom
wel, and whofe memory was ever religioufly refpected by him. Thefe circum
ftances were very unfavourable : Yet, becaufe the governor was nephew to Dr. 
Hammond, the King's favourite chaplain, and had acquired a good charaCter in 
the army, it was thought proper to have recourfe to him, in the prefent exigence, 
when no other rational expedient could be thought of. Afhburnham and Berke
ley were difpatched to the ifland. They had orders not to inform Hammond 
of the place, where the King lay concealed, till they had firfi: obtained a promife 
of him not to deliver up his Majefty, tho' the parliament and army fhould re
quire him; but to reftore him to his liberty, if he could not defend him. This 
promif"e, it is evident, would have been a very flender fecurity : Yet even with
out exaCting it, Afhburnham, imprudently, if not treacheroufly, brought Ha1n· 
1nond to Tichfield ; and th~ King was obliged to put himfelf into his hands, and 

to 
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to attend him to Carifbrol,.e-caftle in the ifle of \Vight, !V here, tho' received with 

great demonftrations of refpetl: and duty, he was in reali ty a prifoner. 

LoRD CLARENDON is pofitive, that the King, when he fled. from Hampton

Court, had no intention of going to this ifland ; and indeed, all the circum

ftances of that hiftorian's narrative, which I have here followed, ftrongly favour 

this opinion. But there remains a letter of Charles to the Earl of L::meric, fe

cretary of Scotland ; in which he plainly intimates, that that meafure was volunta

rily embraced, and even inflnuates, that, if he had thought proper, he might 

have been in J eriey or any other place of fafety *. Perhaps, he fl:ill confided 

in the promifes of the generals ; and flattered himfelf, that, if he were removed 

from the fury of the agitators, by which his life was immediately threatened, 

they would execute what they had fo often promifed in his favour. 

WHATEVER may be the truth in this matter; for it is impoffible fully to afcer

tain the truth ; Charles was never guilty of a weaker ftep, nor one more agree

able to Cromwel and all his enemies. He was now lodged in a place, removed 

from his partizans, at the difpofal of the army, whence it would be very diffi

cult to deliver him, either by force or artifice. And tho' it was always in the 

power of Cromwel, whenever he pleafed, to have fent him thither; yet fuch a 

meafure would have been very invidious, if not accompanied with fome dan

ger. That the King fhould voluntarily throw himfelf into the fnare, and at 

once forfeit his own reputation of prudence, and gratify his implacable perfecu .. 

tors, was to them an incident peculiarly fortunate, and proved in the ilfue very 

fatal to him •. 

CROMWELL, being now intirely mafter of the parliament, and free from all 

anxiety, with regard to the King's perfon, applied himfelf ferioufly to quell 

thofe diforders in the army which he himfelf had fo artful! y raifed, and fo fucceff

fully employed, againft both King and parliament. In order to engage the troops 
into 

Thefe are the words: '' Laneric; I wonder to hear (if that be true) that fome of my fri ends 

" fay, that my going to Jerfex would much more have furthered my per onal treaty, than my coming 

" hither, for which, as I fee no colour of reafon, fo I had not been here, if I had thought that fan_ 

" cy true, or had not been fecured of a perfonal treaty ; of which [ neither do, nor I hope \vill re

" pent : For I am daily more and more fa tis fied with the governor, and find thefc iflanders very good, 

' peaceable, and quiet people. T his encouragemen t I have thought not unfit for you to 1 cceiv , 

" hoping at leai1: it may do good u on others, tho' needlcfs to you." Dnrn t' Mcmoi! s of Hamil

ton, p. 3 z6. See alfo Ruf.hworth, part 4· YOl. ii. p. 94 1. All the wt iters of that ag , except Cla

rendon, rcpreicnt the King's going to the if1e of \Vight as ' 'oluntary and intended. I cthaps t 1c 

King thought it little for his credit, to be trepanned into this meafure, and was more Willing to 

take it on himfelf as intircly voluntary. Perhaps, he thought it \\'ould cncourao-e his frien s, if th ' 

thought him in a fituation, which was not dif. grceablc to him. 

Chap. X. 
1647· 
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into a rebellion againft their mnfrers, he had encouraged a very arrogant fpirit 
among the inferior officers and private men ; and the camp, in many refpects, 
carried more the apf-earance of civil liberty than of military obedience. The 
troops themfelves were formed into a fpecies of republic; and the plans of ima
ginary republics for the fettlement of the fl:ate, were, every day, the topics of con
verfation at11ong thefe armed legiflators. Royalty it was agreed to aboli!h : No
bility murt be fet afide: Even all ranks of men be levelled; and an univerfal 
equality of property, as well as power, be introduced among the citizens. The 
f-lints, they faid, were the fait of the earth :-. An intire parity had place among 
the elect : And, by the fame rule, that the apoftles were exalted from the moft 
ignoble profefilons, the tneaneft centinel, if enlightened by the fpirit, was inti
tled to equal regard with the greateft commander. In order to wean the foldiers 
from thefe licentious maxims, Cram wel had iffued orders for difcontinuing the 
n1eetings of the agitators ; and he pretended to pay intire obedience to the par
liament, whom, being now reduced fully to fubjttl:ion, he propofed to make, for 
the future, the inilruments of his authority. But the Levellers, for fo that party 
in the army was called, having experienced the fweecs of dominion, would not 
fo eafily be deprived of it. '"rhey fecretly continued their n1eetings: They alfert
ed, that their officer', as much as any part of the church or frate, ftood in need 
of reformation : Several regiments joined in feditious remonftrances and petitions : 
s~parate rendevoufes were concerted : And every thing tended to total anarchy 
and confufion. But this dUemper was foon cured by the rough, but dexterous 
hand of Cromvvel. He chofe the occafion of a review, that he might difplay 
the greater boldnefs, and fprrad the terror the wider. I-Ie feized the ringleaders 
b:::fore their companions : Held in the field a council of war : Shot one mutineer 
infraJtly; and flruck fuch dread into the reft, that they prefently threw down 
the fymbols of feditio.11, which they had difplayed, and thenceforth returned to 
their wonted difcipline and obedience. 

CROMWEL had great deference for the council of Ireton; a n1::n, who, hav
ing grafted the foldier on the lawyer, the ftatefman on the faint, had adopted 
fuch principlrs as were fitted to introduce the fevereft tyranny, while they feem
ed to encoura_:)e the moft unbounded licence, in human fociety. Fierce in his 
na:ure, tho' probably fincere in his intentions ; he propofed by arbitrary power to 
eflablif111icerty, and, in profecution of his imagineJ religious purpofes, he though-t 
hirnfelf difpenled from all the ordinary rules of moraltty, by which inferior mortals 
n1ufl: allow tbemfel ves to be governed. From his fuggeition, Cromwel fccretly 
called at V indfor a council of the chief officers, in order to deliberate concern
ing the fettlement of the nation, and the future di fpofal of the King's perfon. 

In 
- 6 
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,n this ccmfer~ce, which commenced with devout prayers, poured forth by 
Cromwel himfelf and other infpired perfons (for the officers of this army received 
ir.fpiration with their commifiion,) was firft opened the daring and unheard of 
council, of bringing the King to juftice, and of punifhing, by a judicial fentence, 
their fovereign for his pretended tyranny and rnal-adminiftration. Wh "le Ch.nles 
lived, even tho' reftrained to the clofefl prifon-, confpiracies, they l'new, and in
furreEtions would never be wanting, in f,tvour of a prince, who was fo extreme

ly revered and beloved by his O\Vn party, and w horn the nation in general begarl 
to regard with great affeCtion and compaffion. To murder him privately was ex
po:ed to the imputation of injuftice and cruelty, aggravated by the bafenefs of 
fuch a crime; and every odious epithet of 'I1·flitor and A.ffo..ffin would, by the ge
neral voice of mankind, be undifputably afcribed to the aCtors of fuch a villany. 
Some unexpected procedure muft be attempted, which would aftoni!h the world 
by its novelty, woulJ bear the femblance of juftice, and cover its barbarity by 
the audacioufnefs of the enterprize. Striking in with the fanatical notions of the 
in tire equality of mankind, it would enfure the devoted obedience of the army, 
and f:::rve as a general engagement againft the royal famil}', whom, by their open 
and united deed, they would fo heinoufiy affront and injure*. 

THIS meafure, therefore, being fecretly refolved on, it was requifite, by de
grees, to make the parliament adopt it, and to conduct them from violence to 

violence ; till this laft aft of atrocious iniquity fhould feem, in a manner, wholly 
inevitable. The K\ng, in order to remove thofe fears and jealoufies, which were 
perpetual! y pleaded as reafons for every invafion of the conftitution, had of_ 
fered, by a meffage, fent from Carifbroke caftle, to refign, during his own life., 
the power of the n1ilitia and the nomination to all the great offices ; provided, 
that, after his death, thefe prerogatives fhould again return to the crown : But 
the parliament afted intirely as viCtors and enemies ; ana, in all their tranfatti .. 
ons with him, payed no longer any regard to equity or reafon. At the inftiga
tion of the independents and army, they neglected this offer, and framed four 
propofitions, which they fent him as preliminaries; and, before they would 
deio-n to treat, they demanded his pofitive affent to all of them. By one, he was re
qui~ed to inveft the parliament with the military power for twenty years, together 

VoL. I. K k k with 

·~ ... The following was a very favourite text among the enthufia£h of that age. " Let the high 
" praifes of God be in the mouths of his faints, and a twofold fword in their hands, to execute ven
'' geance upon the heathen and punifhment upon the people;. to bind the~r kings w.ith chains and 
, their nobles with fetters of iron; to execute upon them the judgments wntten: Thts honour ha\'e 
4' all his faints." P:falm cxlix. ver. 6, 7, 8, 9· Hugh Peters, the mad ,chaplain of Cromwel, preach .. 

d frequently upon this text. 
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Chap. x. with an authority to levy whatever money Ihould be requifite for exercifing it: 
~ 047· And even after the twenty years fhould be elapfed, the.y referved a right of reaf

fuming the fame authority, whenever they fhould declare the fafety of the king
dom to require it. By the fecond he muft recall all his proclamations and decla
rations againft the parliament, and acknowlege that affembly to have t.tken arms 
for their juft and neceffary defence. By the third, he was to annuli all the acts~ 
and void all the patents of peerage, which had palfed the great feal, fince it had 
been carried from London by Lord-Keeper Littleton. By the fourth, he gave 
the two houfes power to adjourn as they thought fit : A demand feemingly of 
no great confequence; but contrived by the independents, that they might be 
able to remove the parliament to places, where it fhould remain in perpetua 
fubjection to the army. 

t64s. THE King regarded the pretenfion as moft unufual and exorbitant, that he 
1hould mal·e fuch conceffions, while infecure of any fettlement; and blindly 
truft his enemies for the conditions, whi-ch they were afterwards to grant him. 
He required, therefore, a perfonal treaty with the parliament, and defired that 
all the terms, on both fides, ihould be adjufred, before any conceffions, on ei
ther fide, fhould be infifl:ed on. The republican party in the houfe pretend.d 
to take fire at this anfwer; and openly inveighed, in the mofr virulent term?, 
againft the perfon and government of the King; whofe name, hitherto, had 
commonly, in all debates, been mentioned with fome degree of reverence. Ire
ton, feeming to fpeak the fenfe of the army, under the appellation of many 
thoufand godly men, who had ventured their lives in defence of the parliament, 
faid, That the King, by denying the four bills, had refufed fafety and proteCtion 
to his people; th3t their obedience to him was but a reciprocal duty for his pro
tection of them ; and that, as he had failed on his part, they were freed fron1 

f. 

all obligations to allegiance, and mufr fettle the nation, without confulting any 
longer fo mifguided a; prince. Cromwel, after giving an ample character of the 
valour, good affetlions, and godlinefs of the army, fubjoined, That it was ex
pected the parliament fhould govern and defend the kingdom by their own powet· 
and nfolutions, and not accuftom the people any longer to exFect fafety and go
vernment from an obfiinate 1nan, whofe heart God had hardened ; that thofe, 
who, at the expence of their blood, had hitherto defended the parliament from 
o many dangers, would ftill continue, with fidelity and courage, to protetl: then 
~ainft all oppofition, in this vigorous meafure. " Teach them not," added he, 

)y your negletl.ing your own fafety and that of the kingdom (in which theirs too 
.\· L involved) to imagine themfelv:es betrayed, and their interefts abandoned to 

'' the 
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' tl e rage and n lice of an irreconcilable enemy, whom for your fake, they Chap. • 

H have dared to provoke. Beware, (and at tlJefo words he laid his hand on his 16 48• 

~' fword) be vare, lefr defpair caufe then1 to feek fafety by fome other n1eans, 

'' than by adhering to you, who know not how to confult your own fafety." 

Such arguments prevailed ; tho' ninety one members had ftill the courage to op- 1 sth of aRs 

pofe. It was voted, that no more addreffes be made to he King, nor any let-

ters or meffages be received from him ; and that it be treafon for any one, with-

• out leave of the two houfes, to have any intercourfe with him. The Lords con

curred in the fame ordinance. 

Bv this vote of non-addre.ffi s for fo it was ea led, the King was, in . reality 

dethroned, and the whole confritution fonnally overthrown. So violent a 1nea .. 

fure was fupported by a declaration no lefs violent. The blackeft calun nies were 

there thrown upon the King; fuch as, even in their famous r monfirance, the 

commons thought proper to om1t, as incredible and extrava6ant : The poifon

ing his father, the betraying nochel e, the contriving the Irith maffacre. By 

blafl:ing his fame, had that injury b,en in their power, they formed a very pro

per prelude to the n1urther~tlg of his perfon. 

No fooner had the King refufed his affent to the four bi s, than Hammond, 

by orders from the army, removed all his fervants, cut off all correfpondence 

with his friends, and fhut him up in clofe confinement. The King afterwards 

fhowed to Sir Philip Warwick an old decrepid man, who, he faid, was employed 

to kindle his fire, and was the beil: company he enjoyed, during feveral months 

that this rigorous confinement lafred. No amufement was allowed him, or foci ... 

ety, which might relieve his anxious thoughts: To be fpeedily poifoned or af

faffinated was the only profpect, which he had, every moment, before his eyes: 

For he entertained no apprehenfion of a judicial fentence and execution, an 

event, of which no hiftory hitherto furni!hed an example. Meanwhile the par

Ii(ttnent were very indu ftrious in publifhing, fron1 time to time, the intelli

gence, which they received from Hammond; how chearful the King_ was, how 

pleafed with every one who approached him, how fatisfied in his prefent con

dition : As if the view of fuch benignity and conftancy had not been n1ore 

proper to inflame, than allay, the general comp:1.ffion of the people. The great 

fource, whence the King derived confo]ation amidft all his calamities, was un 

doubtedly religion; a principle, which, in him, feems to have contained n -

thing fierce nor gloomy, nothing which enraged him againft his adverfaries, or 

terrified him with the difmal profpe& of futurity. While every thing around 

him bore a hoftile afpeet ; while friends, family, relations, whom he paffionate· 

ly loved, were p ace-d at a diftance, and unable to ferve him; e repofed him-

K k k 2 felf 
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felf with confidence in the arms of that Being, who penetrates and f uftains all 
nature, and whofe feverities, . if received with piety and reflgnation, he regarded 
as the fureH pledge of unexhaufted favour . 

. THE parliament and army, meanwhile, enjoyed not, in tranquillity, that 
power, which they had obtained with fo much violence and injuftice. Combina· 
tions and confpiracies, they were fenfible, were every where forming· around 
them ; and Scotland, whence the King~s caufe had received the firft ..fatal blow 
feemed now to promife it fupport and affifi:ance. 

BEFORE the delivery of the King's perfon at Newcaftle, and much more-, 
fince that event, the fubjeB:s of difcontent had beeo daily multiplying between . 
the two kingdoms. The independents, who began to prevail, took all occa
fions of mottifying the Scotch, whom the prefbyterians looked on with the great
eft affetl:ion and veneration. When the Scotch commiffioners; who, joined to a 
committee of Englith loRis and commons, had nunaged the war, were ready 
to depart, it was propoied in parliament to give them thanks for their civilities 
and good offices. The independents prevailed, that the words-, Good offices, fhould 
be ftruck out; and thus the whole brotherly friendihip and intimate alliance 
with the Sc:>tch refolved . itfelf into an acknowlegement of their being well-bred 
gentlemen. 

1""'HE advance of the army to London, the fubjeB:ion of the parliament, the 
feizing of t :1e King at Holm by, his confinement in Cariibroke caftle, were fo 
n1any blows, fenfibly felt by the Scotch; as threatening the final overthrow of 
prefbytery, to which they were fo paffionately devoted. The covenant was pro,.. 
fanely called, in the houfe of commons, an almanack out of date; and that im ... 
piety, tho' complained of, had paired un{:enfured.. Inftead of being.able to de-
termine and eftablifh orthodoxy by the fword and by penal. ftatutes, they faw 
the fetl:arian army, who were abfolute mafters, claim an unbounded liberty of 
confcience, which the prefbyterians regarded with the utmoft horror. . All the 
violences, put on the King, they loudly blamed, as repugnant to the covenant, 
by which they flood engaged to defend his royal perfon. And thofe very aai,.. 
ons, of which they themfelves had been guilty, they denominated treafon and 
rebellion, ~hen executed by an oppofite party. 

THE Eatls of Loudon, Lauderdale, and Lanerick, who were fent to London, 
protefted againft the four propofitions ; as containing too great a diminution of the 
King's civil power, and providing no fecurity for religion. They complained, . 
that, notwithfi:anding this proteftation, the propofitions were ftill infifted on ; 
contrary to the folemn league and the treaty between the two nations. And 
when they accompanied the Englifh commiffioners to the ifle of \"'1 ight, the¥ 

fe-: 
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fecretiy formed a treaty with the King, for arming Scotland in his fa- Chap. X. 

vour. 
1648. 

THREE parties, at that timr, prevailed in Scotland. The Royalijls, who in

fifted upon the reftoration of the King's authority, without any regard to reli-

gious ftB:s or tenets. Of thefe Montrofe, tho' abfent, was regarded as thfl ~nvafion from · 

head. The Rigid preflyterians, who hated the King, even more than they ab- Scotland. 

horred toleration; and who were refol ved to give him no affiftance, till he fhould 

fign the covenant : Thefe were governed by ArgyJe. The Moderate prejbyte-

rians, who endeavoured to reconcile the interefts of religion and of th~ crownf 

and hoped, by fupporting the prefbyterian party in England, to fufprefs the 

fectarian army, and re- infl:ate the parliament, as well as King, in their juft free-

dom and authority : The two brothers, 1-Iamilton and Lanerick, were eaders of 

this party. 

WHEN Pendennis caftle was furrendered to the parliamentary army, Hami1 .. 

ton, who then obtained his liberty, returned into Scotland ; and being gene; 

rouny determined to remember antient favours, more than recent injurifs, he im.: 

n1ediately embraced, with zeal and fucc~fs, the protection of the royal caufe. 

l-Ie obtained a vote from the parliament to arm 40,oco men, in fuppcrt of the 

King's aulhority, and to call over a confiderable body under Monro, vho com

manded the Scotch forces in Ulfrer. .And tl~o' he openly protefl:ed, that the 

covenant was the foundation of all his meafures, he fecretly formed an alliance· 

with the Engli!h royalias, Sir Marmaduke Langdale and Sir Philip r1lufgrave, 

who furprized Berwick and Carlifie, and levied con!iderable :orces·in the north of 

England. 

THE general a!fembly, who fat at the fame time, and were guided by Argyie; 

dreaded the confequence of thefe meafures, and forefaw, that the oppcfiie party, 

if fuccefsful, would effect the reftoration of monarchy,. vithout the eflablifu

ment of prefbytery in England. To join the King before he had rubfcribed 

the covenant, was, in their eyes,. to reftore him to his honour before Chrift: was 

reftored to his ; and they thundered out anathemas againfl: every one, who payed 

obedience to the parliament. Tv o fu preme independent judicatories were erect

ed in the kingdom ; . one threatenif.lg the people with damnation and eternal tor

ments, the other with imprifonment, banifhment, and military execut:on. The 

people were diftracted in their choice; and the arm.1ment of Hamilt(in's party, 

tho' feconded by all the civil power, went on but flowly. The royalifis he would 

not, as yet, allow to join him, le.ft he might gjve offence to the ecclefiaftical 

party ; tho' he fecretly promifed them truft .and preferment, fo foo.n al his army 

fuould advance into England. 
WHlt -
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WHILE the Scotch were making preparations for the invafion of Englar.d, 
every part of that kingdom was agitated with tumults, infurreB:ions, confpira
cies, difcontents. 'Tis feldom, that the people gain any thing by revolutions 
in government; becaufe the new fettlement, jealous and infecure, muft com
nlonly be fupported with more expence and feverity than the old : But on no oc~ 
cafion was the truth of this maxim more fenfibly felt, than in the prefent fitua
tion of England. Complaints againft the oppreffion of fhip-money, againft .the 
tyranny of the ftar-chamber, had rouzed the people to arms : And having 
gained a corn pleat victory over the crown, they found themfel ves loaded with a 
Inultiplicity of taxes, formerly unknown; and fcarce an appearance of law and 
liberty remaineci in the adminiftration. The prefbyterians, who had chiefly fup
ported the war, were enraged to find the prize, juft when it feemed within their 
reach, fnatched by violence from them. The royalifts, Jifappointed in their 
expeCtations, by the cruel treatment, which the King received from the army, 
were firongly animated to rcftore him to liberty, and recover the advantages, 
which they had unfortunately loft. All orders of men were inflamed with in
dignation at feeing the military prevail over the civil power, and king and par
liament at once reduced to fubjecrion by a mercenary army. Many perfons of 
family and diftinction, from the beginning of the war, had adhered to the par
liament: : But all thofe were, by the new party, deprived of authority ; and 
every office was e·ntrufted to the mofl: ignoble part of the nation. A bafe po· 
pulace exalted above their fuperiors: Hypocrites exercifing iniquity under the 
vizor of religion : Thefe two circum!l:ances promife not much liberty or lenity 
to the people ; and thefe were now found united, in the fame ufurped and illegal 
.adminiftration. 

THo' the whole nation feemed to combine in their hatred of military tyranny, 
the ends, which the feveral parties propofed, were fo different, that little con
cert was obferved in their infurreClions. Langhorne, Poyer, and Powel, pref
byterian officers, who commanded bodies of troops in Wales, were the firft who 
declared themfelves, and drew together a confiderable army in thofe parts, which 
were extremely devoted to the royal caufe. An infurrection was raifed in Kent 
by young Hales and the Earl of Norwich. Lord Cape], Sir Charlts Lucas, Sir 
George Lifie, excited corn motions in Elfex. The Earl of Holland, who had re
veral times changed party, fince the commencement of the civil wars, endea
voured to collect forces in Surrey. Pomfret caftle in Y orklliire was furprized 
by Morrice. Langdale and Mufgrave were in arms, and mafiers of Berwick and 
Carlifie in the north. 7 

WHAT 
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WHAT feemed the moft dangerous circumftance, the general fp1rit of difcon
tent had feized the fleet. Seventeen fuips, lying in the mouth of the river, de
dared for the King; and putting Rainfborow, their admiral, a!hore, f.1.iled over 
to Holland, where the Prince of Wales took the command of them. 

THE Englifh royalifts exclaimed loudly againft Hamilton's delays, which they 
~ttributed to a refined policy in the Scotch; as if their intentions were, that aU 
the King's party fhould firft be fuppreffed, and the victory remain intire to the 
pre.fbyterians. Hamilton, with better reafon, complained of the precipitant hu
mour of the Englifh royalifts, who, by their ill-timed infurreCl:ions, forced hin1 
to march his army, before his levies were compleated, or his preparations in any 

forwardnefs. 
No commotions, beyond a tumult of the apprentices, which was foon fup~ 

preifed, were raifed in London: The terror of the army kept the citizens in fub
jection. The parliament was fo overawed, that they declared the Scotch to be 
enemies, and all who jorned them, traitors. Ninety men1berc:, however, of the 
lower houfe had the courage to diffent from this vote. 

CROMWEL and the military council prepared themfdves with vigour an,d con
duEt for defence. The eftablifi1ment of the army was, at this time, z6,ooo 
men; but by inlifting fupernumeraries, the regiments were conuderably aug
mented. Colonel I-Iorton firft attacked the revolted troops in \Vales, and gave 
them a co:~fiderable defeat. The broken remnants threw themfdves into Pem
broke, and were the-e clofely befieged, and foon after taken, by Cromwel. 
Lambert was oppofed to Langdale and f\1ufgrave in the north, and gained ad
vantages over them. Sir Michael Live:ey defeated the Earl of Holland at King
fton, and purfuing his victory, took him prifoner at St. Neots. Fairfax, hav
ing routed the Kentifh royalifts at Ma!dftone, followed the broken army: And 
when they joined the Effex infurgents, and threw themfelves into Colchef
ter; he laid fiege to that place, which defended itfelf to the hft extremity. 
A new fleet was manned, and fent out undtr the command of Warwick, to oppofe 
the tevolted fhips, of which the Prince had taken the command. 

WHILE the forces were employed in all quarters, the parliament regained its 
liberty, and began to aCt with its wonted courage and fpirit. The members, 
who had withdrawn from the terror of the army, retL rned; and infufing bold
nefs into their companions, refrored .to the prefbyterian party the afcendant' 
which it had formerly loft. T eleven impeached members were recalled, and 
the vote, by which they were expel~ed, was reverfed. The vote too of non-ad
dreffes was repealed; and commifiioners, five peers and ten commoners, were fent 
to Newport in the ifie of Wight, in order to treat w·th the T ing. He was allowed 

t 

Chap. X. 
1618 .. 
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Chap. X. to fummon feveral of his friends and old counfellors, that he might have their 
16

&1
8
• ad vice in this important tranfaction. ';fhe theologians on both fides, armed with 
• tijeir fy llogifms and citations, attended as auxiliaries. By them, the flame had 

fidl been railed; anq their appearance was -but a bad prognofiic of its extinction. 
:Any other infhuments feenred better adapted for a treaty of pacification . 

. I 8th of Scrt. V\7 HEN the King prefented himfelf to this company, a great and fenfib]e alte· 
·Treaty of ration was remarked in his afpect from what it appc:-ared the year before, when he 
i'\lc.,~port. -refided at I-Iampton Court. The moment his fervants had been removed, he had 

laid a fide all care of his perfon, and had a1lowed his beard and hair to grow, 
and to ·hang difl1evelled and negleEtecl. His hair was become almoft intirely gray; 
either from the decline of years, or from that load of forra~vs, under which he 
laboured, and which, tho' borne with conftancy, preyed inwardly on his fen· 
fible and tender mind. His fri(>nds beheld with compaffion, and perhaps even 
his ene-mies, that Grey and difcrowned head; as he himfelf terms it, in a copy 
of ver[e$, which the truth of the fentitnent, rather than any elegance of expref
fion, renders very pathetic. Fiaving in vain eGdeavoured by courage to defend 
his throne from his armed adverfaries, it now behaved him, by reafDn and per
fuafion, to fave fon1e fragments of it, from thefe peacefu 1, and no lefs impbcable 
negotiators. 

THE vigour of the King's mind, notwithfranding the feeming decline of his 
body, here appeared unbrvken and undecayed. The parliamentary commifiioners 
would allow none of his council to be prefent, and refufed to enter into reafoning 
with any but himfelf. He alone, during the tranfaCtions of two months, was 
obliged to fufiain the argument againfl: fifteen men of the greateft parts and 
capacity in both houfes; and no advantage was ever obtained over him. This 
was the fcene, above all others, in which he was qualified to excel. A quick 
conception, a cultivated underftanding, a chafte elocution, a dignified manner ; 
by thefe accomplifhments he triumphed in all difcuffions of cool and temperate 
reafoning. The King is much cha11gf'd, faid the Earl of Sali!bury to Sir Philip 
Warwick : He is extremely improved of late. No, replied Sir Phi lip ; he was always 
fo: But you are now at !aft fenfible of it. Sir Henry Vane, to his fellow-coin
miffioners, drew an argument from the King,s uncommon abilities, why the terms 
of pacification muft be rendered more ftrict and rigid *. But Charles's capacity 
fbone not equally in aftion as in reafoning. 

THE fir~ point infifted on by the parliamentary commiffioners, was the King's re
falling all h1s proclamations and declarations againft the parli~rnent, and the acknow
. leging~ 

• Clarendon, Sir Edward Walker. 
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I~now]edging, that they had taken arms in their own defence. He frankly of- Chap. x. 
fered the former conceffion ; but long fcrupled the latter. The fallhood, as wdl 1 f S· 

as indignity of that acknowledgment, begot in his breaft an extreme rel uClance 
againft it. The King had, no doubt, in fome particulars of moment, invaded, 
from a feeming neceffity, the privileges of his people : But having renounced all 

claim to thefe ufurped powers, having confeffed his errors, and having repaired 

every breach in the conftitutton, and even erecred new ramparts, in order to 

fecure it; he could no longer, at the commencement of the war, be reprefented 
as the aggreffor. However it might be pretended, that the former difplay of his 
arbitrary inclinations, or rather his monarchical principles, rendered an offenfive 
or preventive war in the parliament prudent and reafonable; it could never, in 
any propriety of fpeech, make it be denominated a defenG.ve one. But the par~ 
liament, fenfLble, that the letter of the law condemned them as rebels and traitors ; 

deemed this ?oint abfolutely neceffary for thtir future fecurity: :And the King, 
finding, that peace could be obtained on no other terms, at laft yielded to it. 
He only entered a proteft, which was admitted ; that no conceffion, made by 
him, fhould be valid, unlefs the whole treaty of pacification was concluded. 

HE agree~, that the parliament fhould retain, during the tern1 of twenty years; 
the whole power of the militia and army, and of levying what money they 

pleafed for their fupport. He even yielded to them the right of refuming, at 
any time afterwards, this authority, whenever they fhould declare fuch a refump
tion requiG.te for public fafety. In effett, the important power of the fword was 

for ever ravi!hed from him and his fucceffors. 

· HE agree:l, that all the great offices, during twenty years, fhould be filled by 

both houfes of parliament. He relinquifhed to them the entire government of 
Ireland, anci the conduCt of the war there. He renounced the power of the 
wards, and accepted of Ioo,ooo pounds a year in lieu of it. He acknowledged 

the validity of their great feal, and gave up his own. He abandoned the power 
of creating peers without confent of parliament. And he agreed, that all the 

debts, contracted in order to fupport the war againft him, fhould be paid by the 

people. 
So great were the alterations, made on the Engli!h conftitution by this treaty, 

that 'the King faid, not without reafon, that he had been more an enemy to his 

people by thefe conceffions, could he have prevented them, than by any other 

aCtion of his life. 
0 F all the demands of the _parliament, Charles refufed only two. Tho' he 

relinqui!hed almoft ev!!ry power of the crown, he would neither give up his 
friends to punifhment, nor defert what he efteemed his religious duty. The 

"Jot. I. L 1 1 fevere 
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fevere repentance, which he had undergone, for abandoning Strafford, had, no 
doubt, confirmed him in the refolution never again to be guilty of a like error. 
His long folitude and fevere affiicrions had contributed extremely to rivet him the 
more in thofe religious principles, which had ever a confiderable influence over 

him. 
TuE eftates of the royalifts being, at that time, altnoft intirely under fequefira

tion, Charles, who could give them no proteCtion, confented, that they fhou ld 
pay fuch compofitions, as they and the parliament could agree on ; and only 
begged, that they might be made as moderate as poffible. He had not the dif
pofal of offices ; and it feemed but a fmall facrifice to conient, that a certain 
number of his friends fhould be rendered incapable of public employments. But 
when the parliament demanded a bill of attainder and bani!hment againft feven 
perfons, the Marquefs of Newcafile, Lord Digby, Lord Biron, Sir Marmaduke 
Langdale, Sir Richard Granville, Sir Francis Doddington, and judge J enkins, 
the King utterly refufed compliance : Their banifhment for a limited time he was 

willing to agree to. 
R E L 1 G 1 oN was the fatal point about which the cliffi rences had firft arifen ;· 

and of all others, was the leaft fulceptible of compofition or moderation between the 
contending parties. The parliament infifted on the eftabli!hment of preibytery, 
the fale of the chapter lands, the abolition of all forms of prayer, and ftrict Jaws 
againft the catholics. The King offered to retrench every thing, which he did 
not efteem of apoftolical inftitution: He was willing to abolifh archbifhops, 
deans, prebends, canons : He offered, that the chapter lands fhould be let at low 
leafes during ninety-nine years : He confented, that the prefent church-govern·
ment fhould continue during three years : After that time, he required not, that 
any thing fhould be reftored to bifhops but the power of ordination, and even 
that power to be exercifed by advice of the preibyters. If the parliament, upon 
the exFiration of that period, was not willing, all other branches of epifcopal· 
jurifdittion were abolifhed, and a new form of church government muft, by 

common confent, be eftablifhed. The book of common prayer he was wil 1ing 
to- renounce, but required the liberty of ufing fome other liturgy in his own 
chapel : A demand, which, tho' feemingly very reafonable, was pofitively re-

fufed by the parliament. 
IN the difpute on thefe articles, one is not furprifed, that two of the parlia

mentary the:ologians fhould tell the King, '!'hat if he did not confent to the utter. 
abolij/Jing epijcopacy, he would be damned. But it is not without fome indignation, 
that we read the following vote of the lords and commons. " The houf~s, out 
" f their dctefiation to that abominable idolatry ufed in the mafs, do aeciare, 

" that 
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" that they cannot admit of or confent unto any fuch indulgence in any law, as 

" is defired by his Majefty for exempting the Queen and her family from the 

" penalties to be enacted againft the exercife of the mafs." The treaty of mar

riage, the regard to the ~een's fex and high ftation, even common humanity ; 

all confiderations were undervalued, in comparifon of their bigoted prejudices*. 

IT was evidently the intereft, both of King and parliament, to finifh their 

treaty with all expedition ; and endeavour, by their combined forces, to refift, 

if poffible, the ufurping fury of the army. It feemed even the intereft of the 

parliament, to leave, in the king's hand, a confiderable fhare of authority, by 

which he might be enabled to protect them and himfelf, from fo dangerous an 

enemy. But the terms, on which they infifted, were fo rigorous, that the King, 

L 1 1 2 fearing 

"' The King compofed a letter to the Prince, in which he related the whole courfe of this tranf

action, and accompanied his narrative, with feveral wife, as well as pathetical reflections and advi

ces. The words with which he concluded the letter, are remarkable. " By what bath been faid, 

" you fee how long I have laboured in the fearch of peace: Do not you be di!heartened to tread in 

" the fame fteps. Ufe all worthy means to reil:ore yourfelf to your rights, but prefer the way of 

" peace: Show the greatnefs of your mind, rather to conquer your enemies by pardoning, than by 

" punifhing. If you faw how unmanly and unchrifl:ian the implacable difpo:fition is in our ill-wifhers, 

" you would avoid that fpirit. Cenfure me not for having parted with fo much of our right: The 

" price was great; but the commodity was, fecurity to us, peace to my people. And I am con

" fident, that another parliament would remember, how ufeful a king's power is to a people's li

" berty; of how much power I divefted myfelf, that I and they might meet once again in a par

" liamentary way, in order to agree the bounds of prince and people. Give belief to my expe

" rience, never to affect more greatnefs or prerogative, than what is really and intrin:fically for the 

" good of the fubjects, not the fatisfaction of favourites. Jf you thus ufe it, you will never want 

" means to be a father to all, and a bountiful prince to any, whom you incline to be extraordinarily 

" gracious to. You may perceive, that all men entruft their treafure, where it returns them intereft; 

" and if a prince, like the fea, receive and repay all the frefh ftreams, which the rivers entruft with 

" him, they will not grudge, but pride themfelves, to make him up an ocean. Thefe coniidera

" tions, may make you as great a prince as your father is a low one; and your ftate may be fo 

" much the more eftablifhed, 1ts mine hath been fhaken. For our fubjects have learned, I dare fay, 

,, that victories over their princes, are but triumphs over themfelves, and fo, will more unwillingly 

" hearken to changes hereafter. The Englifh nation are a fober people, however, at prefent, in

,, fatuated. I know not but this may be the laft time, I may fpeak to you or the world publickly. 

" I am fen:fible into what hands I am fallen; and yet, I blefs God, I have thofe inward refre!h

,, mcnts, wh1ch the malice of my enemies cannot perturb. I have learned to bufy myfelf, by re

" tiring into myfelf; and therefore can the better digeft whatever befals me; not doubting;) but 

'' God's providence will refirain our enemies power, and turn their fiercenefs into his praife. To 

,, conclude, if God give you fuccefs, ufe it humbly, and be ever far from revenge. If he reftore 

'' you to your right on hard conditions, whatever you promife, keep. Thefe men, who have vio-

'' lated laws, which they were bound to preferve, will find their triumphs full of trouble. But do 

" not yo 1 think any thing in the world worth attaining, by foul and unjuft means." 
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Chap . X. fearing no worfe from the n1oft implacable enemies, was in no hafte to con1e to a 
16

4
8

• conclufion. And fo great was the bigotry on both fides, that they were willing 
to facrifice the greateft civil interefts, rather than relinquifh the n1ofl: minute of 
their theological contentions. From thefe caufes, affifted by the artifice of. the 
independents, the treaty was fpun out to fuch a length, that the invafions and 
infurreCl:ions were every where fubdued ; and the army had leizure to execute their 
violent and fanguinary projects. 

Civil war and HAMILTON, having entered England with a numerous tho' undifciplinrd ar
imafion re- my, durft not unite his forces with thofe of Langdale; becaufe the Englifh roypreffed. 

alifts had refufed to take the covenant ; and the Scotch prefbyterians, tho' en-
gaged for the King, refufed to join them on any other terms. The two armies 
marched together, tho' at fome diftance; nor could even the approach of the 
parliamentary army under Cromwel, oblige the covenanters to confult their own 
fafety, by a clofe union with the royalifts. When principles are fo abfurd and 
fo deftrutl:ive of human fociety, it may fafely be affirmed, that, the more fin
cere and the more difinterefted they are, they only becom.e the more ridiculous 
and odious. 

CRoMWEL feared not to oppofe 8ooo n1en, to the numerous armies of zo,ooo, 
commanded by Hamilton and Langdale. He attacked the latter by furprize, 
near Prefron in Lancafhire; * and, tho' the royalifts made a ftout refiftance, yet, 
not being fuccoured in time by their confederates, they were alrnoft entirely cut 
in pieces. Hamilton was next attacked, put to rout, and purfued to Utoxeter, 
where he furrendered himfelf prifoner. Cromwel followed his advantage; and 
n1arching into Scotland with a confiderable body, joined Argy le, who was alfo 
in arms; and having fuppreifed Laneric, l\1onro, and other moderate prefbyte
rians, he placed the power en ti rely in the hands of the violent party. The eccle
fiafiical authority, exalted above the civil, exercifed the fevereft vengeance on 
all thofe who had any !hare in Hamilton's engagement; nor could any of that 
party recover truft, or even Ji\e in fafety, but by doing folemn and public pe
nance for taking arms, by authority of parliament, in defence of their lawful 
fovereign. 

THE chancellor, Loudon, who had, at firfr, countenanced Hamilton's enter
prize, being terrified with the menaces of the clergy, had, fometime before, gone 
over to the other party; and he now, openly in the church, tho' invefted with 
the higheft civil character in the kingdom, did penance for his obedience to the 
parliament, which he termed a carnal felf-feeking. l-I e accompanied his pe
.nance with fo many tears, and fuch pathetical addreffes to the people for their 

prayers, 
• 1_7th of Auguft, 
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prayers, in this his uttermofl: farrow and dif1refs, that an univerfal weeping and Chap. X. 

lamentation took plaCe among the deluded audience. •
6

4

8

• 

THE loan of great fums of money, often to the ruin of families, was exaB:ed 

of all fuch as lay under any fufpicion of favouring the King's party, tho' their 

conduCt: had been ever fo inoffenfive. This was a device, fallen upon by the ru
ling party, in order, as they faid, to reach Heart-Malignants. Never in this 
Il1and, was known a more fevere and arbitrary government, than was generally 

exercifed, by the patrons of liberty in both kingdoms. 

THE fiege of Colchefter terminated in a manner no lefs unfortunate than Ha
milton's engagement, for the royal caufe. After fuffering the utmoft extremity 

of famine, after feeding on the vileft aliments ; the garrifon defired, at laft, to 
capitulate. Fairfax required then1 to furrender at mercy ; and he gave fuch an 
explanation of thefe terms, as to referve to himfelf power, if he pleafed, to put 
them all inftantly to the fword. The officers endeavoured, tho' in vain, to per

fuade the foldiers, by making a furious affault, to break thro', or at Ieafr, to 

fell their lives as dear as poffible. They were obliged * to accept of the con
ditions offered ; and Fairfax, inftigated by Ireton, to whom Cromwel, in his 
abfence, had configned over the government of the paffive general, feized Sir 
Charles Lucas and Sir George LiOe, and refolved to make them inftant facrifi
ces to military juftice. This unufual piece of feverity was loudly exclaimed a
gainil: by all the prifoners. Lord Capel, fearlefs of danger, reproached Ireton 
with it ; and challenged him, as they were all engaged in the fame honourable caufe, 
to exercife the fame impartial vengeance on all of them. Lucas was firft !hot, 
and he gave, himfelf, orders to fire, with the fame alacrity, as if he had com
manded a platoon of his own foldiers. Lii1e inftantly ran and kiffed tpe dead 

body, and then chearfully prefented himfelf to a like fate. Thinking that the 
fuldiers, deftined for his execution, ftood at too great a diftance, he called to 
them to come nearer : One of them replied, r ll warrant you, Sir, we'll hit )'OU: 

. He anfwered fmiling, Friends, I have been nearer )'OU when you have mi.f{ed me, 
Thus peri!hed this generous fpirit, not lefs beloved for his modefty and humanity, 

than e'fteemed for his courage and military conduct. 
SooN after, a gentleman, appearing in the King's prefence, clothed in mourn-

iooo fo~ Sir Charles Lucas ; that humane Prince, fuddenly recolleCl:ing the hard 
fa~e of his friends, paid them a tribute, which none of his own unparalleled 

n1isfortunes ever extorted from him: He diffolved into a flood of tears t. 

18th of Auguft. 

5 

t Whitelock. 

Bv 
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C.hap. X. Bv thefe n1ultiplied fucceffes of the army, they had fubdued all their enemies; 
16 

fR. at1d none remained but the helplefs King and parliament, to oppofe their violent 
meafures. From Cromwel's fuggeftion, a remonftrance was drawn by the ge
neral council of officers, and fent to the parliament. They there complain of 
the treaty with the King; demand his punifhment for the blood fpdt during the 
war ; require a diffolution of the prefent parliament, and a more t qual repre
fentative.for the future; and affert, that, tho' fervants, they are intitled to re
prefent thefe important points to their mafl:ers, who are themfelves no better than 

11 K . r . fervants and truftees of the people. At the fame time, they advance with the 1e mg 1e1- • • • , 

2ed again by army to Wmdfor, and fend Colonel Eure to fe1ze the Kmg s perfon at Newport, 
the army. and convey him to Hurft cafl:le in the neighbourhood, where he was reduced to 

very ftrict confinement. 

T H I s mea lure being forefeen fame time before, the King was exhorted to 
make his efcape, which was conceived to be very eafy: But having r;ven his 
word to the parliament not to attempt the recovery of his liberty dunng the 
treaty, and three weeks afterwards; he would not, by any perfuafion, be in
duced to hazard the reproach of violating hi pr m· . n vain was it urged, 
that a promife, given to the parliame1 t~ could no longer be binding ; fince they 
could no longer afford him protection from violence, threatened him by other 
perfons, to whom he was bound by no tye or engagement. The King would 
indulge no refinements of cafuiftry, however plaufible, in fuch delicate fubjects ; 
and was refolved, that whatever depredations fortune ihould commit upon him, 
fhe never !hould bereave hin1 of his honour. 

THE parliament loft not courage, notwithftanding tho danger, with which 
they were fo nearly menaced. Tho' without any plan for refifting n ilitary ufur
pations, they generoufly refolved to withftand them to the ulmoft ; and rather to 
bring on a violent and vifible fubverfion of government, than lend their autho
rity to thofe illegal and fanguinary meafures, which were projected. They fet 
afide the remonftrance of the· army, without deigning to anfwer it; they voted 
the feizing the King's perfon, to be without their confenr, and fent a melfage to 
the general, to know by what authority that enterprize had been executed ; and 
they iffued orders, that the anny !hould advance no nearer London. 

Ho L LIs, the prefent leader of the pre!byterians, was a man of the m oft un
conquerable intrepidity ; and many others of that party feconded his magnani
mous fpirit. It was propofed by them, that the generals and principal officers, 
fhould, for their difobedience and ufurpations, be proclaimed traitors by the 
p~rliament. 

BuT 
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BuT the parliament were dealing with men, who would not be frightened by 

word , nor retarded by any fcrupulous delicacy. The generals, under the name 

of Fairfax, (for he ftill allowed them to employ his name) marched the army to 

London, and placing guards in vVh;tehall, the Meufe, St. James's, Durham-

houfe, Covent-garden, and Palace-yard, f1.1rrounded the parliament with their 

hofiile armaments. 

Chap. X. 
1648. 

THE parliament, deftitute of all hopes of prevailing, retained, however, cou- December 6. 

rage to refift. They attempted, in the face of the army, to clofe their treatYThe houfe 

with the King ; and, tho' they had formerly voted his conceffions with regard purged. 

to the church and delinquents to be unf.·ltisfaCl:ory, they now tovk inro conilde-

ration the final refolution with regard to the whole. After a violent debate of 

three days, it was carried, by a majority of 129 againft 83, in the ho 1e of 

commons, that the King's concefilons were a foundation for the houfes to pro-

ceed upon in the fettlement of the kingdorn. 

NExT day, when the commons were to meet, Colonel Pride, forme ly a 

drayman, had blockaded the houfe, at the head of two regiments ; and, direct

ed by the Lord rey of Groby, he feized in the paffage, forty-one members of 

the prefuyterian party, and fent them to a low room, which paffed by the deno

mination of Hell; whence they were afterwards carried to feveral inns. Above 

1 6o members more were excluded ; and none were allowed to enter but the moft 

furious and moft determined of the independents; and thefe exceeded not the num

ber of fifty or fixty. This atrocious invafion of the p.trliament, commonly paffed 

under the name of Colonel Pride's purge; fo much difpofed were the nation to make 

merry with the dethroning of thofe members, who had violently arrogated the 

who!e authority of government, and deprived the King of his legal preroga

tives. 

THE fubfequent acts of the parliament, if this diminutive alfembly defc:rves 

that honourable name, retain not the leaft appearance of law, equity, or free

dom. They inftantly reverf( d the former vote, a d declared the King's concef

.fions unfatisfactory. They d termined, that no members, abfent at this lafi: vote, 

lhould be received, till they fubfcribed it, as agreeable to their judgment. They 

renev:ed their form ~ r vote of non-addreffcs. And they committed to prifon, 

Sir William Wailer, Sir John Clotworthy, the generals, Maffey, Brown, and 

Copley, and other leaders o"f the pre.fbyterians. Thefe Men, by their cred'c 

and authority, which was then very high, had, at the commencement of the 

war, fupported the parliament ; and thereby prepared the way for the greatnefs 

of the prefent leaders, who, at that time, ven: f v ·ry fmall account in d·..e 

nation. 
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THE fecJuded n1embers having publiilied a paper, containing a narrative of the 
violence, which had been exercifed upon them, and a proteftation, that all acts 
were void, which, from that time, had been tranfacted in the houfe of commons ; 
the remaining members encountered it with a declaration, in which they pro
nounced it falfe, fcandalous, feditious, and tending to the defi:ruEt:ion of the vifible 
and fundamental government of the kingdom. 

T H E sE fudden and violent revolutions held the whole nation in terror and 
aftonifhment. Every man dreaded to be trampled under foot, in the contention 
between ~hofe mighty powers, which difputed for the fovereignty of the fiate. 
Many began to withdraw their effects beyond feas : .. Foreigners fcrupled to give 
any credit to a people, fo torn by domefi:ic factions, and oppreffed by military 
ufurpation : Even the internal commerce of the kingdom began to fragnate: 
And in order to remedy thefe growing evils, the generals, in the army's name, 
publi!hed a declaration, in which they expreffed their refolution of fupporting law 
and j u fiice. 

THE more to quiet th~ minds of men, the council of officers took into con
!ideration, a fcheme called The agreement of the.. p ()ple; being the plan of a re
public, to be fubfiituted in the place of that government which they had fo vio
lently pu11ed in pieces. Many parts of this fcheme, for correcting the inequa
lities of the reprefentative, are very plaufible ; had the nation been willing t~ 
receive it, or had the army intended to impofe it. Other parts are too perfect 
for human nature, and favour ftrong1y of that enthufiafric fpirit, fo prevalent 
thro'out the kingdom. 

THE height of all iniquity and fanatical extravagance yet remained ; the pub_ 
lie trial and execution of their fovereign. To this period was every meafure 
precipitated by the furious independents. The parliamentary leaders of that par
ty had intended, that the army fhould, themfelves, execute that daring enter
prize; and they deemed fo irregular and lawlefs a deed, befi: fitted to fuch irre
gular and lawlefs inftruments. But the generals were too wife, to load them
felves fingly with the infamy, which, they knew, muft attend an action, fo 
fhocking to the general fentiments of mankind. The parliament, they were re
folved, fhould fhare with them the reproach of a meafure, which was thought 
requifite for the advancement of their common ends of fafety and ambition. In 
the houfe of commons, therefore, a committee was appointed to bring in a charge 
againft the King. On their report a vote palfed, declaring it treafon in a king, 
to levy war againft his parliament, and appointing a HIGH couRT oF JUSTICE 

to try his Majefty for this new invented treafon. This vote was fent up to the 
houfe of peers. 
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THE houfe of peers, during the civil wars, had, all along, been of fmaH ac- lh1p. , ·. 

d 
r. 16 8. 

count; but it ha lately, nnce the King's fall, become totally contemptible ; 
and very few members would fubmit to the n1ortification of attending it. It 

happened, that day, to be fuller than ufual, and they were a!fembled to the 
number of fixteen. Without one diffenting voice, and almoft without delibera-
tion, they inftantly rejeaed the vote of the lower houfe, and adjourned them-
felves for ten days; hoping, that this delay would be able to retard the furious 

career of the commons. 

THE commons were not to be ftopped ~y fo fmall an obfracle. -Iaving firft 1649. 

eftablifhed a principle, which is noble in itfelf, and feems fpecious, b t is belied 
by all hiftory and experience, 'I hat the people are the origin of all jujl power; they 
likewife declared, that the commons of England, aifen1bled in parliament, be-
ing chofen by the people, and reprefenting them, have the fupreme authority of 
the nation, and that whatever is enaCted and declared law by the commons, hath]arua1ry 4• 

the force of law, without the confent of king or houfe of peers. The ordinance 
for the trial of Charles Stuart, king of Eng\and, fo they called him, was again 

read and unanin1oufiy affented to. 
IN proportion to the enormity of the violences and ufur tions, were aug· 

mented the pretences of fanB:ity, among thofe regicides. " Should any one 
" have voluntarily propofed," faid Cromwel in the houfe, " to bring the 
" King to punifhment, I fhould have regarded him as the greateft traytor; but, 

" fince providence and neceffity have caft us upon it, I will pray to God for a 
" bleffing on your councils ; tho' I am not prepared to give you a·ny advice on this 
" important occafion. Even I myfelf," fubjoined he, " when I was lately offering 

'' up petitions for his Majefty's reftoration, felt my tongue cleave to the roof of 
" my n1outh, and confidered this fupernatural movement as the anfwer, which 
" Heaven, having rejeCted the King, had fent to my fupp1ications." 

A woman of Hertfordfhire, illuminated by prophetical vifions, defired admit

tance into the council of war, and communicated to them a revelation, which 
a{fured them, that their tneafures were confecrated from above, and ratified by a 
heavenly fanB:ion. This intelligence gave them great comfort, and much con-

finned them in their prefent relolutions. 
CoLoN E L Harrifon, the fon of a butcher, and the m oft furious enthufiaft of 

the army, was fent with a ftrong party to conduct the ing to London. At 
Windfor, Hamilton, who was there detained a prifoner, was admitted into t 1e 

King's prefcnce ; and falling on his knees, paffionately exclaimed, ~ dear ma-
V oL. I. M m m jler ! 
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fler J I have indeed been fo to you, replied Charles, embracing him. No farther 
intercourfe was allowed between them. The King was inftantly hurried away. 
Hamilton long followed him with his eyes, all fuffufed in tears, and progno
ilicated, that, in this fhort falutation, he had given the lafi: adieu to his fove-

reign and his friend. 
CHARLEs himfelf was affured, that the period of his life was now approach

ing; but notwithfi:anding all the preparations, which were making, and the in
telligence, which he received, he could not, even yet, believe, that his enemies 
really meant to conclude their violences by a public trial and execution. A pri
vate affi1ffination he every moment looked for; and tho' Harrifon affured him, 
that his apprehenfions were intirely groundlefs, it was by that cataftrophe, fo 
frequent with dethroned princes, that he expeCted to terminate his life. In ap
pearance, as well as reality, the King was now dethroned. All the exterior fym
bols of fovereignty were withdrawn, and his attendants had orders to ferve him 
without ceremony. At firfi:, he was !hocked with inftances of rudenefs and fa
miliarity, to which he had been fo little accufi:omed. Nothing fo contemptible as 
a defpifed prince! was the refleCtion, which they fuggefted to him. But he foon 
reconciled his mind to this, as he had done to his other calamities. 

ALL the circumftances of the trial were now adjufi:ed ; and the high court of 
jufi:ice fully conftituted. It confifl:ed of 13 3 perfons, as named by the commons; 
but there never n1et above 70 : So difficult was it found, notwithflanding the 
blindnefs of prejudice, and the allurements of intereft, to engage men of any 
name or character in that criminal meafure. Cromwel, Ire ton, Han ifon, and 
the chief officers of the army, m oft of them of very mean birth, were members, 
together with fome of the lower houfe and fame citizens of London. The twelve 
jucges were at firfi: appointed in the number: But having affirmed, thac it was 
contrary to all the ideas of Engli!h law to try the King for treafon, by whofe 
authority all accufations for treafon muft neceffarily be conducted ; their names, 
as well as thofe of fome peers, were afterwards ftruck out. Bradfhaw, a law .. 
yer, was chofen prefident. Coke was appointed follicitor for the people of Eng
land. Dori!laus, Steele, and Aike, were named affiftants. The court fat in 
¥1 efiminfier- hall. 

1 T is obfervable, that, in calling over the court, when the crier pronounced 
the name of Fairfax, which had been inferred in the number, a voice came from 
one of the fpetl:ators, and cried, He has more wit than to be here. When the charge 
was read againft the King, In the name of the people of England; the fame voice 
exclaimed, Not a tenth part of them. Axtel the officer, who guarded the court, 
giving orders to fire into the box, whence thefe infolent fpeeches came; it was 

difcovered, 
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difcovered, that Lady Fairfax was there, and that it was fhe who had had the 

courage to utter them. She was a perfon of very noble extraCtion, the daughter 

of Horace Lord V ere of Tilbury; but being feduced by the violence of the times 

fhe had long feconded her hu!band's zeal againft the royal caufe, an-d was now, as 

well as he, ftruck with abhorrence at the fatal and unexpected confl quence of all 

his boafl:ed viCtories. 

Ci1~p. L o 

1619· 

THE pomp, the dignity, the ceremony of this tranf.18:ion correfponded to .. . 

the greateft conception, that is fuggefted in the whole ann~ls of human kind ; ~[;1~. Ku
1
g · 

the delegates of a great people fitting in judgment upon their fuprcme magifl:rate 

and trying hi1n for his mifgovernment and breach of truft. Tbc follicitor, in 

name of the commons, reprefented, that Charles Stuart, being ad mirted king 

of England, and entrufled with a limited power ; yet nevcrthelefs, out of a 

wicked defign to erect an unlimited and tyrannical government, had traiteroufiy 

and malicioufly levied war againfl: the prefent parliament, and the people, whom 

they reprefented, and was therefore impeached as a tyrant, traitor, murderer, 

and a public and implacable enemy to the commonwealth. After the cha~ge was 

finifhed, the pr fident direCted his difcourfe to the King, and told him, that the 

court expeCted his anfwer. 

THE King, tho' long detained a prifoner, and now produced as a criminal, 

fuftained, by his magnanimous courage, the majefty of a monarch. With great 

temper and dignity, he declined the authority of the court, and refufed to fub

mit himfelf to their jurifdietion. I-Ie reprefented, That, having been engaged 

in treaty with his two houfes of parliament, and having finifhed almoft every ar

ticle, he had expeCted to be brought to his capital in another manner, and 'ere 

this time, to have been reftored to his power, dignity, revenue, as well as to his 

perfonalliberty : That he could not now perceive any appearance of the upper 

houfe, fo effential a member of the conftitution ; and had learned, that even the 

commons, whofe authority was pretended, were fubdued by lawlefs force, and 

were bereaved of their liberty: That he himfelf was their NATIVE HEREDI

T A R y K 1 N G ; nor was the whole authority of the ftate, tho' free and united, 

intitled to try him, who derived his dignity from the Supreme Majefty of Hea

ven : That, admitting thofe extravagant principles, which levelled all orders of 

n1en, the court could plead no power, delegated by the people; unlefs the con

fent of every individual, down to the meaneft and moft ignorant peafant, had 

been previoufiy afked and obtained : That he acknowleged, without fcrup1e, 

that he had a trufl, committed to him, and one moft facred and inviolable; he 

was entrufted with the liberties of his people, and would not now betray them, 

by recognizing a power, founded on the m oft atrocious violence and ufurpation: 

M m m 2 That 
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Chap. X. That having taken arms, and frequently expofed his life, in defence of public 
16

+9· liberty, of the conftitution, of the fundamental laws of the kingdom, he was 
willing, in this laft and moft folemn fcene, to feal with his blood thofe precious 
rights, for which, tho' in vain, he had fo long contended : That thofe, who 
arrogated a title to fit as his judges, were born his fubjeCts, and born fubjetl:s to 
thofe laws, which determine.! , 'That the kinK can do no wrong : That he was not 
reduced to the neceility of fheltering himfelf under that general maxim, which 
guards every Engliih monarch, even the leaft deferving; but was able, by the 
n1oft fatisfaCtory reafons, to juftify thofe meafures, in which he had been en
gaged: That, to the ·vh,ole world, and even to them, his pretended judges, he 
was defirous, if called upon in another manner, to prove the integrity of his 
conduCt, and affert the jufrice of thofe defenfive arms, to which, unwillingly 
and unfortunately, he had had recourfe: But that, in order to preferve an uni
formity of conduct, he mufr, at prefent, forego the apology of his innocence; 
left, by ratifying an authority, no better founded than that of robbers and pi
rates, he be juilly branded as the betrayer, inftead of being applauded as the 
n1artyr, of the conH:itution. 

THE prefident, in order to fupport the de y of the pe0ple, and maintain the 
fuperiority of his court above the prifoner, frill inculcated, That he muft not decline 
the authority of his judges; that they over-ruled his objections; that they were 
delegated by the people, the only fource of every lawful power ; and that kings 
themfelve:; acted but in truft from that community, which had invefted this high 
court of juftice with its jurifdiction. Even according to thofc principles, which, 
in his prefent fituation, he was perhaps obliged to adopt, his behaviour, in general, 
will appear not a little hadh and barbarous; but when we confider him as a fub
·ecl:, and one too of no high character, addreiling himfelf to his uBfortunate fo
vcreign, his ftyle will be efteemed, to the laft degree, audacious and infolent. 

THREE times was Charles produced before the court, and as often declined 
their jurifdicri·,n. On the fourth, the judges having examined fome witnelfes, 
by whom it was proved, that the King had appeared in arms againft the forces, 

:!; th of Jan. commiilioned by the parliament, they pronounced fentence againft him. He 
feemed very anxious, at this time, to be admitted to a conference with the two 
houfes; and it was fuppofcd, that he intended to refign the crown to his fon: 

ut the court refufed compliance, and confidered that requeft as noth!ng but a 
delay of juftice. 

IT is confeffed, that the King's behaviour, during this laft period of his life, 
<loes great honour to his memory; and that, in all appearances before his judges, he 

ver forgot his part, either as a prince or as a man. Firm and intrepid, h 

maintained, 

2 
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maintained, in each reply, the ut m oft perfpicuity and juftnefs both of thought 
and exprefi1on : Mild and equable, he rofe into no paflion at that unufual autho
rity, which was affumed over him. His foul, without effort or affeCtation, 
feemed only to remain in the fituation familiar to it, and to look down with 
contempt on all the efforts of human malice and iniquity. The foldiers, infti
gated by their fuperiors, were brought, tho' with difficulty, to cry aloud for juf
tice : Poor fouls ! faid die King to one of his attendants ; for a little money they 
would do as much againft their commanders. Some of them were permitted to go 
the utmoft length of brutal infolence, and to fpit in his face, as he was conveyed 
along the paffage to the court. To excite a fentiment of piety, was the only 
effect which this inhuman infult was able to operate upon him. 

THE people, tho' under the rod of lawlefs, unlimited power, could not for
bear, with the moft ardent prayers, to pour forth their willies for his preferva
tion ; and, in his prefent diftrefs, they avowed him, by their generous tears, for 
their monarch, whom, in their mifguided fury, they had before fo violently re
jeCted. The King was foftened at this moving fcene, and expreffed his gratitude 
for their dutiful a eeti n. One foldier too, feized by contagious fympathy, de· 
manded from heaven a blefiing on oppreill d and fallen majefty: His officer, over
hearing his prayer, beat him to the ground in the King's prefence. '!'he punifh
nzent, methinks, exceeds the offence: This was the reflection, which Charles form-

ed on that oc~afion. · 
As foon as the intention of trying the King was known in foreign nations, fo enor-

1nous an aCtion \Vas exciai med againft by the general voice of rea;-on and humanity; 
and all men, under whatever form of go .·e:-nment they were born, rejected this 
example, as the utmoft effort of unddguifed ufurpation, and the mofi: heinous 
infult on law and juftice. The French ambaffador, by orders from his court, in
terpofed on the King's behalf: The Dutch employed their good offices: The 
Scotch exclaimed and protefted 'againft this violence : The Q.yeen, the Prince, 
wrote pathetic letters to the parliament. All follicitations were found fruidefs 

with men whofe rcfolutions were fixed and irrevocable. 
I 

Chap. X. 
1649· 

F 
0 

u R of Charles's friends, perfons of the greateft virtue and dignity, Rich-
mond, 1-Iertford, Southampton, Lindefey, applied to the commons. They re
prefented, That they were the King's counfellors, and had concurred, by: their 
advice, with all thofe meafures which were now imputed as crimes to their royal 
n1afler: That, i 1 the eye of the 1aw, and according to the dictates of common 
reafon, hey alor.e were guilty, and were alone expo fed to cenfure for every 
bla1neable aCtion of the prince : And that they now prefented themfelves, in or
der to rave, by their own punifl1ment, that precious life, which it became the 

common 
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commons themfelves, and every fubjecr, with the utmoft hazard, to protect and 
defend. Such a generous effort contributed to their honour ; but operated no
thing towards the King's fafety. 

THE people remained in that filence and aftonifhment, which a1! great paffions, 
when not furni!hed with an opportunity of exerting themfelve~, naturally pro
duce in the human mind. The foldiers, being inceffantly plied with prayers, fer
mons, and exhortations, were wrought up to a degree of fury, and imagined, 
that, in the acts of the moft extreme difloyalty towards their prince, confiil:ed 
their higheft merit in the eyes of Heaven. 

T HR E E days were allowed the King between his fentence and his execution. 
This interval he paffed with great tranquillity chiefly in reading and devotion. 
All his family, that remained in England, were allowed accefs to him. It con .. 
fiil:ed only of the Princefs Elizabeth and the Duke of Glocefter; ,for the Duke , 
of York had made his efcape. Glocet1er was little more than an infant: The 
Princefs, notwithftanding her tender years, fhewed a very advanced judgment; 
and the calamities of her family had made a deep impreffion upon her. After 
many pious confolations and advices, th · bave er in charge to tell the 
~1een, That, during the who ourfe of his life, he had never once, even in 
thought, failed in his fidelity towards her; and that his conjugal tendernefs and 
his life fhould have an equal duration. 

To the young Duke too, he could not forbear giving fome advice, in order 
to feafon his mind with early principles of loyalty and obedience towards his bro
ther, who was fo foon to be his. fovereign. f-Iolding him on his knee, he faid, 
" Now they will cut off thy father's head." At thefe words, the child looked 
very fl:edfaftly upon him. " Mark 1 child, what I fay : They will cut off my 
'·' head ! and perhaps make thee a king : But mark what I fay : Thou muft 
" not be a king, as long as thy brothers, Charles and J ames, are alive. They 
,, will cut off thy brothers' heads, when they can catch them ! And thy head too 
" they will cut off at laft! And therefore I charge thee do not be made a king by 
" them!" The Duke, fighing, replied, " I will be torn in pieces firft!" So 
determined an anfwer, from one of fuch tender years, filled the King's eyes with 
tears of joy and admiration. 

EVER v night, during this interval, the King flept found as ufua]; tho' the 
noife of workmen, employed in framing the fcaffold, and other preparations for 
his execution, continually refounded in his ears*. The morning of the fatal day, 
he rofe early ; and calling Herbert, one of his attendants, he bade him employ 

more 
• Walker's hiftory of independency. 
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more than ufual care in dreffing him, and preparing him for fo great and joyful a Chap. X. 

folemnity. Bifhop J uxon, a man endowed with the fame mild and fteddy virtues, ~ 6}9j 

by which the King himfelf was fo much diftinguifhed, affifted him in his devo-
30
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tions, and paid the laft melancholy duties to his friend and fovereign. 

THE ftreet before Whitehall was the place deftined for the execution : For it And Excm· 

was intended, ·by choofing that very place, in fight of his own palace, to difplay tion. 

more evidently the triumph of popular juftice over royal majefty. 'Vhen the King 

came upon the fcaffold, he found it fo furrounded with foldiers, that he could 

not expeCt: to be heard by any of the people : He addreffed, therefore, his dif-

courfe to the few perfons who were about him ; particularly Colonel Tomlin .. 

f.on, to whofe care he had lately been committed, and upon whom, as upon many 

others, his amiable deportment had operated an intire converfion. He jufl:ified 

his own innocence in the late fatal wars, and obferved, that he had not taken 

arms, till after the parliament had inliil:ed forces ; nor had he any other objetl: in 

his warlike operations, than to preferve that authority intire, which by his an-

ceftors was tranfrnitted to him. He threw not, however, the blame upon tl e 

parliament; but was m re inclined to think, that ill inftruments had interpofed, 

and excited in them fears and jealoufies with regard to his intentions. Tho' inno-

cent towards his people, he acknowledged the equity of his execution in the eyes 

of his Maker; and obferved, that an unjuft: fentence, which he had fuffered to 

take effect, was now punifhed by an unjuft fentence upon himfelf. He forgave all 

his enemies, even the chief inftruments of his death ; but exhorted them and the 

whole nation to return to the way of peace, by paying obedience to their law-

ful fovereign, his fon and fucceffor. When ne was preparing himfelf for the 

block, Bifhop J uxon called to him : " There is, Sir, but one ftage more, which, 

'' tho' turbulent and troublefome, yet is a very fhort one. Confider, it will foon 

" carry you a great way ; it will carry you from earth to heaven ; and there you 

" iliall find, to your great joy, the prize, to which you haften, a crown of glory. ' 

'' I go,'' replied the King, " from a corruptible to an incorruptible crown; where 

" no difturbance can have place.'' At one blow was his head fevered from hi 

body. A man in a vizor performed the office of executioner : Another, in a like 

difguife, held up, to the fpeCl:ators, the head, ftreaming with blood, and cried 

aloud, c:J'his is the head of a traitor! 

IT is impoffible to defcribe the grief, indignation, and aftoniihment, which 

took place, not only among the fpeCl:ators, who were overwhelmed with a flood 

of forrow, but thro'out the whole nation, fo foon as the report of this fatal exe

cution was conveyed to them. Never monarch, in the full triumph of fuccefs 

and viCtory, was more dear to his people than his misfortunes and magnanimity 
hi 
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his patience and piety, had rendered this unhappy Prince. In proportion to their 
former del ufions, which had animated them againfl him, was the violence of their 
return to duty and affection ; while each reproached himfelf, either with aBive 
difioyalty towards him, or with too indolent defence of his opprefTed caufe. On 
weaker minds, the effeCts of thefe complicated paffions were prodigious . Wo
men are faid to have caft forth the untimely fruit of their womb: Others fell 
into convulfions, or funk into fuch a meJancholy as attended them to their grave: 
N ay f01ne, unmindful of themfelves, as tho' they could not, or would not furvive 
their beloved prince, it is reported, fuddenly fell down dead. The very pulpits 
were bedewed witl. unfuborned tears ; thofe pulpits, which had formerly thun
dered out the moft violent imprecations and anathemas againft him. And a!J men 
united in their deteftation of thofe hypocritical parricides, who, by fanctified 
pretences, had fo long difguifed their treafons, and in this 1aft act of iniquity, 
had thrown an indelible ftain upon the nation. 

A frefh inftance of hypocrify was difplayed the very day of the King's death. 
The generous Fairfax, not contented with being abfent from the trial, had ufed 
all the intereft, wh[ch he yet retained, to prevent the exe · o the fatal fen
tence; and had even employed perfuafion ·m is own regiment, tho' none e1fe 
1hould follow him, to refcue he King from his diiloyal murderers. Cromwel 
and Ireton, informed of this intention, endeavoured to convince him, that the 
Lord had rejected the King ; and they exhorted hin1 to feek by prayer fome di
retl:ion from Heaven on this important occafion : But they concealed from him, 
that they had already figned the warrant for the execution. Harrifon was the 
perfon appointed to join in prayer with the unwary general. By agreement, he 
prolonged his doleful cant, till intelligence arrived, that the fatal blow was 
ftruck. He then rofe from his knees, and infifted with Fairfax, that this event 
was a miraculous and providential anfwer, which Heaven had fent to their de
vout fupplications. 

IT being remarked, that the King, the moment before he ftretched out his 
neck to the executioner, had faid to Juxon, with a very earneft accent, the fin
gle word, R E ME MBE R ; great myfteries were fuppofed to be concealed under 
that expreffion, and the generals vehemently infifted with the prelate, that he 
1hould inform them of the King's meaning. J uxon told them, that the King, 
having frequently charged him to inculcate on his fon the forgivenefs of his mur
derers, had taken this opportunity, in the ]aft moment of his life, when his com
mands, he fuppofed, would be regarded as facred and inviolable, to re-iterate 
that defire ; and that his mild fpirit thus terminated its prefent courfe, by an atl: 
of benevolence towards his greateft enemies. 



·CHARLES I. 457 

THE .character of this Prince, as that of moft men, if not of all n1en, was 

mixed; but his virtues predominated extremely above his vices, or, more pro· 

perly fpeaking, his imperfections : For fcarce any of his faults rofe to that pitch 

as to merit the appellation of vices. To confider him in the mofl: favourable 

light, it may be affirmed, that his dignity was exempted from pride, his huma

nity from weaknefs, his bravery from rafhnefs, his temperance from aufterity, 

his frugality frotn avarice : All thefe virtues, in him, maintained their proper 

bounds, and merited unreferved praife. To fpeak tl e moil: harili1y of him, we 

may a~rm, that many of his good qualities were attended with fome latent frail

ty, which, tho' feeming1y inconfiderable, was able, when feconded by the ex

treme malevolence of his fortune, to difappoint them of all their influence: His 

beneficent dif pofition was clouded by a manner not very gracious ; hi~ virtue 

was tinctured with fuperil:ition ; hi-s good fenfe was disfigured by a deference to 

perfons of a capacity 1nuch inferior to his own ; and his moderate temper ex

empted him not fron1 hafty and precipitant refolutions. He deferves the epithet 

of a good, rather than of a great man ; and was more fitted to rule in a regular 

eil:ablifhed government, than either to give way to the encroachments of a po

pular affembly, or finally to fubdue their pretenfions. He wanted fupplenefs and 

dexterity fufficient for the firil: meafure : He was not endowed with the vigour re

quifite for the fecond. Had he been born an abfoJute prince, his humanity and 

good fenfe had rendered his reign happy and his memory precious : Had the limi

tations on prerogative been, in his time, quite fixed and certJin, his integrity 

had made him regard, as facred, the boundaries of the conftitut!on. Unhappily, 

his fate threw him into a period, when the precedents of many former reigns favoured 

ftrongly of arbitrary power, and the genius of the people ran violently towards 

liberty. And if his political prudence was not fufficient to extricate him from 

fo perilous a fituation, he may be excufed; fince, even after th.e event, when it 

is commonly eafy to correct all errors, one is at a Iofs to determine what con

duB:, in his circumfi:ances, could have maintained the authorky of the crown, 

and preferved the peace of the nation. Expofed, without revenue, without arms, 

to the affault of furious, implacable and bigoted factions, it was never permitted 

him, but with the moft fatal confequences, to commit the frnalleft miil:ake ; a 

condirion too rigorous to be impofed on the greateil: human capacity. 

SoME hiftorians have rafhly quefl:ioned the good faith of this Prince : But, 

for this reproach, the moft malignant fcrutiny of his conduct~ which, in every 

r.:ircumftance, is now thorowly known, affords not any reafanable foundation. 

On the contrary, if we confider the extreme difficulties, to which he was fo fre

"iuently reduced, and compare the fincerity of his profeilions and declar;ltions ; 

VoL. I. N n n we 
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we !hall avow, that probity and honour ought juftly to be placed among his 
m oft ihining qualities. In every treaty, thofe conceffions, which, he thought, 
in confc:ence, he could not maintain, he never could, by any motive or perfua· 
fion, be induced to grant. And tho' fome violations of the petition of rigHt 
n1ay be imputed to him ; thefe are n1ore to be afcribed to the lofty ideas of royal 
prerogative, which he had imbibed, than to any failure in the integrity of his 
principles *. 

THIS 

* The imputation of iniincerity on Charles I. like many party-clamours, is very difficult to re

move; and it may not here be improper to fay fomewhat with regard to it. I fhall firi1: remark, that 

this imputation. feems to be of a later growth than his own age ; and that even his enemies, tho' 

they loadeJ him with many calumnies, did not infift on this accu£:1tion. Ludlow, I think, is al

rnoft the only Parliamentarian, who imputes that vice to him; and how paffionate a writer he 
is, muft be obvious to every one. Neither Clarendon nor any other of the royalifts ever juftify. him 

fi'om infincerity ; as not fuppofing that he had ever been accufed of it. In the fecond place, his de. 

portment and charaCter in common life was free from that vice : He was referved, diftant, ftately; 

cold in his addrefs, plain in his difcourfe, inflexible in his principles ; wide of the careffing, infinu

ating manners of his fon; or the profeffing, talkative humour of his father~ T :impu ation of in .. 
:fincerity muft be grounded on fome of his public aEti · we are therefore in the third place 

to examine. The following are the on1y 'filfances, which I find cited to confirm that accu£:1tion. 
( 1.) His vouching Buckingham's narrative of the tranfaEtions in Spain. But it is evident that Charles 

himfelf was deceived: why otherwife did he quarrel with Spain? The following is a pa!fage of a let. 

ter from lord Kenfington, ambaifador in France, to the duke of Buckingham, Cabbala, p. 3 18. 
u But his highnefs (the Prince) had obfcrved as great a weaknefs and folly as that, in that after they 

" (the Spaniards) had ufed him fo ill, they would fuffer him to depart, which was one of the firfr 
" fpeeches he uttered after he came into the .fhip: But did he fay fo ? faid the ~een (of France.) 

" Yes, madam, [ will a!fure you, quoth I, from the witnefs of mine own ears. She fmiled and re

'' plied, Indeed I heard he was ufed ill. So he was, anfwered I, but not in his entertainment ; for 

·~ that was as fplendid as that country could afford it; but in their frivolous delays and in th.e unrea

" fonab1e conditions which they propounded and preffed, upon the advantage they had of his prince
" ly perfon." (2.) Bifhop Burnet, in his Hiftory of the Houfe of Hamilton, p. I 54· has prefcrved 
a letter of the King's to the Scotch bifhops, in which he defires them not to be prefent at the Par

liament, where they would be forced to ratify the abolition of their own order: " For," adds the 

King, " we do hereby affure you, that it fhall be frill one of our chiefeft ftudie5 how to rectify and 

., eftablifh the government of that church aright, and to repair your loffes, which we defired you to 

~' be moft confident of." And in another place, " You may reft fecure, that tho' perhaps we may 

" give way for the prefent to that which will be prejudicial both to the church and our own govern-
• .c ment; yet we fhall not leave thinking in time how to remedy both." But does the King fay, that 

he will arbitrarily revoke his conceffions ? Does not candor require us rather to fuppofe, that he hop.ed 

his authority would fo far recover as to enable him to obtain the national confent to re-efi:ablifh epifco

pacy, which he believed fo material a part of religion as well as government? It is not eafy indeed 

to think how he could expeCt to effeCtuate this purpofe in any other way than his father had taken, that 

is, by confent of Parliament. (3.) There is a paffage in lord Clarendon; where it is faid, that the 

.Xing alfented the more eafily to the bill, which excluded the biihops from the Houfe of Peers; be-

caufe 

~ 
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_TIHs Prince was of a comely prefence; of a fweet, but melancholy afpeCl:. Chap. x, 
1-hs face ~as regular, handfome, and well complexioned; his body ftrong, heal- •

6
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. thy, and JUfl:ly proportioned ; and being of a middle ftature, he was capable of 
enduring the greateft fatigues. He excelled in horfemanfhip and other exercifes; 
and he polfe!fed all the exterior, as well as many of the eilential qualities which 

form an accomplifhed prince. ' 
N n n 2 

crrufe he thought, that that law, being enaCled by force, could not be valid. But the King certainly 
reafoned right in that conclufion. Three fourths of the Houfe of Peers were at that time baniilied by 
the violence of the populace: Twelve biiliops were unjuftly thrown into the Tower by the Commons: 
Great numbers of the Commons themfelves were kept away by fear or violence : The King himfelf 

was forced to leave London. If all this be not force, there is no fuch thing. But this fcruple of the 
King's affeC\s only the bi!hops' bill and that againft preffing. The other conftitutional mvs had pafi<d 
without the leafr appearance of violence, as did indeed all the bills paffed during the firft year, except 
Strafford's attainder, which could not be recalled. The Parliament, therefore, even if they had known 
the King's fentiments in this particular, could have no juft foundation of jealoufy. (+·) The King's 
letter intercepted at Nafeby, has been the fource of much clamour. We have fpoke of it already, 
chap. ix. Perhaps, it ha n better had the King avoided that refinement; yet nothing is more 
ufual in all public tranfaaions. After the d th of Charles 11. of Spain, King \Villi am's ambaffadors 
gave the duke of Anjou the title of King of Spain : Yet at hat very time, King \Villi am was fecretl y 
fOrming alliances to dethrone him : and foon after he refufed him that ti le, and infifted (as he had 
reafon) that he had not acknowledged his right. Yet King William jufrly paflCs for a very fincere 
Prince; and this tranfaftion is not regarded as any objeC\ion to his charaC\er. In all the negotiationo 
at the peace of Ryfwic, the French ambaffitdors always addreffed King William as King of England; 
} et it was made an exprefs article of the treaty, that the French King !hould acknow lege him as fu eh. 
Such a palpable difference is there between giving a title to a Prince, and pofitively recognizing his 
right to it. I may add, that Charles when he inferteG his proteftation in the council-books before 

his council, furely thought he had reafon to juftify his conduC\. There were too many men of honour 
in that company to avow a palpable cheat: To which we t!'ay fubjoin, that, if men were as much 
difpofed to judge of this Prince's aC\ions with candor as feverity, this precaution of entering a protell 
in his council-books might rather pafs for a proof of fcrupulous honour; left he !hould afterwards be 
reproached with breach of his word, when he !hould think proper again to declare the al!Cmbly at 
W eftmi n!ler no Parliament. (5.) The denying his commiffion to G 1 amorg an is another in!lance w hi eh 
has been cited: This matter has been already treated chap. ix. That tranfaC\ion was entirely innocent. 
Even if L'>e King had given a commi!lion to Glamorgan to conclude that treaty, and had ratified it, 
wi 1 any reafonable man, in our age, think it 1\range that, in order to f.we hi3 own life, his crcwn, 
his familv, his friends, and his party, he {hould make a treaty with papitls, and grant them very 
large co~ceffrons for their religion. (6.) There is another of the King's intercepted letters to the 
Q!!een commonly mentioned; where, it is pretended, he talked of raifing and then de!lroying Crom-
wel: But that ftory ftands on no manner of foundation, as we have obferved in chap. x. In a word, 
the Parliament, after the commencement of their violences, and ftill more, after beginning the civil 
war, had reafon for their fcruples and jealoufics, f, nded on the very nature of their fituation, and 

0 1 

the general propenfity of the human mind; not on any fat•lt of the King's char. &er; \ l o MS 

-candid, fincerc, upright; as much almofr as any man, w1 o 1 we meet with i11 hi. ory. 
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THE tragical death of Charles begot a quefl:ion, whether t..e peopie, in any 
cafe, were in titled to judge and to puni!h their fovereign ; and m oft men, re
garding chiefly the atrocious ufurpation of the pretended judges, and the merit of 
the virtuous prince who fuffered, were inclined flrongly to condemn the repub
lican principles, as highly feditious and extravagant : ,But there frill were a few~ 
who, abfi:racting from the particular circumfiances of this cafe, were able to 
confider the queftion in general, and were inclined to moderate, not contradict, 
the prevailing fentiment. Such might have been their reafoning. If ever, on 
any occafion, it were laudable to conceal truth from the populace ; it n1ufi: be 
confeffed, that the doctrine of refifiance affords fuch an example; and that all 
fpeculative reafoners ought to obferve, with regard to this principle, the fame 
cautious filence, which the laws, in every fpecies of government, have ever 
prefcribed to them(elves. Government is inftituted, in order to reftrain the 
fury and injuftice of the people; and being always founded on opinion, not on 
force, it is dangerous, by thefe fpecuhtions, to weaken the reverence, which 
the multitude-owe to authority, and to infi:ruct them beforehand, t at the cafe 
can ever happen, when they may be freed fro · {Of allegiance. Or 
ihould it be found impoffible t r lhcrtTI t e licence of human difquifitions, it 
muft be acknowleged, that the doctrine of obedience ought alone to be incut
'ated, and that the exceptions, which are very. rare, ought feldom or never to 
be mentioned in popular reafonings and dircourfes. Nor is there any danger) 
that mankind, by this prudent referve, .fhould univerfally degenerate into a 
ftate of abject fervitude. When the exception really occurs, even tho' it be 
not previoufly expecred and defcanted on, it mufr, from its very nature, be 
fo obvious and undifputed, as to remove all doubt, and overpower the reftraint. 
however great,. impofed by teaching the general doCtrine of obedience. But 
bet\.veen refifting a prince and dethroning him, there is a very wide interval ; and 
the abufes of power, which can warrant the latter violence, are much greater 
and more enormous, than thofe which will jufi:ify the former. Hifi:ory, how
ever, fupplies us with examples even of this kind; and the reality of the fuppo
fition, tho', for the future, it ought ever to be little looked for, muft, by all can
did inquirers, be acknowledged in the pafr. But between dethroning a pr·nce and 
punifhing him, there is another very wide interval ; and it were not ftrange, if 
even men of the moft enlarged tho 1g' t fhould queftion, whether human nature 
could ever, in any monarch, reach that height of depravity, as to warr(1nt, in 
rev,,l ted fubjetls, this !aft aCt of extraordinary jurifdiftion. That illufion, if it 
be an illufion, which teaches us to pay a f<tcred regard to the perfons of princes, is 
fo falutary, that to diffipatc it by the formal trial and punifhment of a fovereign, 

will 
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will have n1ore pernido "S effects upon the people, than the example of juftice Chp. X. 

can be fuppofed to have a beneficial influence upon princes, by checking their 
16
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career of tyranny. 'Tis d:mgerous alfo, by thefe examples, to reduce princes to 

defpair, or bring matters to fuch extremities againft perfons endowed with great 

power, as to leave them no refou rce, but in the m oil: violent and m oft fanguinary 

councils. This general pofition being eftabliilied, it mufr, however, be obferved, 
that no reader, almoft of any party or principle, was ever ihocked, when he read, 

in antient hiftory, that the Roman fen ate voted N ero, their abfolute fovereign, to 
be a public enemy, and, even without trial, condemned him to the fevereH: and 

moft ignominious punifhment; fuch a puniiliment, as the meaneft Roman citizen 
was, by the laws, exempted from. The crimes of that bloody tyrant are fo enor-
n1ous, that they break thro' all rules ; and extort a confeffion, that fuch a de

throned prince is no longer fuperior to his people, and can no longer plead, in his 

own defence, laws, which were efl:ablifhed for conduB:ing the ordinary courfe of 
adminiftration. But when we pafs fron1 the cafe of N ero to that of Charles, 

the great diii roportion, or rather total contrariety of charaCters, immediately 

£hike5 us ; and we fiand aftoniihed, that, among a civilized people, fo much 
virtue could ever meet with fo fatal a cataftrophe. I-lifrory, the great mif-
trefs of wifdom, fllrnifhes examples of all kinds; and very prudential, as 

well as moral precept, may be authorized by thofe events, which her enlarged 

mirror is able to prefent to us. From the memorable revolutions, which paffed in 

England during this period, we tnay naturally deduce the fame ufefullefion, which 

Charles him felf, in his latter years, inferred ; that it is very dangerous for princes 

to affume more authority, than the laws have allowed them. But, it mufr be 

confdfed, that thefe events furnifh us with another inftruCtion, no lefs natural 

and no lefs ufeful, concerning the madnefs of the people, the furies of fanati-

cifm, and the danger of n1ercenary armies. 
IN order to clofe this part of Britifh hifrory, it is alfo neceffary to relate the 

diffolution of the monarchy in England : That event foon followed upon the 
6

th of Feh. 

death of the monarch. When the peers met on the day, appointed in their ad
journment, they entered upon buGnefs, and fent down fome votes to the com-
nlons, of which the latter deigned not to take the leaft notice. In a few days, 
the lo wer houfe paffed a vote, that they fhould make no more addreffes to the 

houfe of peers, nor receive any 1nore from them; and that that houfe was ufe1efs 

and dangerous, and was therefore to be aboli01ed. A like vote paffed with re-
gard to the monarchy ; and 'tis remarhlble, that Martin, a zealous republican, 

in the debate on this queftion, confeffed, that, if they deflre 1 a king, the la 
7 ... 
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was as proper as any gentleman in England *. The commons formed a new 
great feal, on which that affembly was reprefented with this legend, ON THE 
FIRST YEAR OF FREEDOM, BY Gon's BLESSING, RESTORED, 1648. The forms 
of all public bufinefs were changed, from the king's name, to that of the keep ... 
ers of the liberties of England. And it was declared high treafon to pro
claim or any otherwife acknowledge Charles Stuart, commonly called Prince of 
Wales. 

THE commons intended to bind the Princefs Elizabeth apprentice to a button
maker : The Duke of Glocefl:er was to be taught fame other mechanical employ
n1ent. But the former foon died ; of grief, as is fuppofed, for her father's tragical 
end : The latter was, by Cromwel, fent beyond fea. 

THE King's ftatue, in the Exchange, was thrown down ; and on the pedeftal 
thefe words were infcribed: ExiT TYRANNus, REouM ULTIMus; The tyrant is 
gone, the !aft of the kings. 

DuKE HAMILTON was tried by a new high court of juftice, as Earl of Cam· 
bridge in England ; and condemned for high treafon. · ence, which 
was certainly very hard, but which ouo- e 1s memory from all imputa
tions of treachery to his , was executed on a fcaffold, erected before Wef1:
minfter-ha1l. Lord Cape I underwent the fame fate. Both thefe Noblemen had 
efl aped from prifon, but were afterwards difcovered and taken. To all the fol
licitations of their friends for pardon, the generals and parliamentary leaders ftill 
replied, that it was certainly the intention of Providence they fhould fuffer; fince 
it had permitted them to fall into their enemies hands, after they had once reco
vered their liberty. 

THE Earl of HoJland loft his life by a like .fentence. Tho' of a polite and 
courtly behaviour, he died lamented by no party. His ingratitude to the King, 
and his frequent changing fides, were regarded as great ftains on his memory. 
The Earl of Norwich and Sir John Owen, being condemned by the fame court, 
were pardoned by the commons. 

THE King left fix children ; three males, Charles born in I 6 30, J ames Duke 
of York, born in 1633, Henry Duke of Gloceftcr, born in r64I; and three 
f-emales, Mary Princefs of Orange, born I 6 3 r, Elizabeth, born I 6 3 5, and 
Henrietta, afterwards Duchefs of Orleans, born at Exeter I 644. 

THE Archbifhops of Canterbury in this reign were Abbot and Laud : The 
Lord keepers, Williams, Bifhop of Lincoln, Lord Coventry, Lord Finch, Lord 

Lit-
*' Walk er':> hiftory of independency, ptrt z. 



CHARLES I. 

Littleton, Sir Richard Lane; the Lord admirals, the Duke of Buckingham and Chap. X. 

the Earl of Northun1berland ; the Lord hi
0
oh treafurers, the earl of Marlborouah 

16
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the Earl of Portland, J uxon bifhop of London, Lord Cottington ; the fecreta
ries of ftate, Lord Conway, Sir Albertus Moreton, Coke, Sir Harry Vane, 

Lord Falkland, Lord Digby, Sir Edward Nicholas. 
IT n1ay be expeB:ed that we {hould here make mention of the Icon Bqfilike, a 

work publi!hed in the King's name a few days after his execution. It fcems al
moft impoilible, in the controverted parts of hiftory, to fay any thing which 
will fatisfy the zealots of both parties : But with regard to this quefiion, it is 
not eafy for an hitlorian to fix any· opinion, which will be intirely to his own fa
tisfaelion. The proofs brought to evince that this work is or is not the King's, 

are fo convincing, that, if an impartial reader perufcs any one fide apart*, he 
will think it impoffible, that arguments could be produced, fufficient to counter
ballance fo ftrong an evidence: And when he compares both fides, he will be 
fame time at a lofs to fix any determination. Should an abfolute fufpence of 
judgment be found difficult or difagreeable in fo interetling a quetlion, I mutl 
confefs, tha I much incline to give the preference to the arguments of the roy
a1ifts. The teftimonies, whic prove that performance to be the King's, are more 
numerous, certain, and direct, than thofe on 1 c other fide. This is the cafe, 
even if we confider the external evidence: But when we weigh the internal, de
rived from the tlyle and compofition, there is no manner of comparifon. Thefe 
meditations refemble in elegance, purity, neatnefs, and fi m plicity, the genius 
of thofe performances, which we know with certainty to have flowed from the 
royal pen : But are fo unlike the bombat1, perplexed, rhetorical, and corrupt 
ftyle of Dr. Gauden, to whom they are afcribed, that no human tetlimony feems 
fufficien t to con vi nee us, that he was the author. Yet a 11 the evidences, which 
would rob the King of that honour, tend to prove, that Dr. Gauden had the 
merit of writing fo fine a performance,. and the infamy of impaling it on the 

world for the King's. 
h is not eafy to conceive the general compaffion excited towards the King, 

by the publi!hing, in fo critical a juncture, a worl· fo full of piety, meeknefs, 
and 

* Sec on the one hand Toland's Amyntor, and on the other \Vagi affe's Vindication of. the royal 

roartyr, 
3
d edition with Young's addition. We may remark, that Lord Clarcndon's total filence 

with regard to this fi bjeE\, in fo full a hiftory, compofed in vindication of the King's meafurcs and 

charafle~ forms a i rong prcfumption on Toland's fide, and a pn.:fumption of which that author was 

ignorant; the works of the noble hinorian not being then publifl.ed. Bifn p Burnet's teftimony too 

1
nufr be allowed of weight again1t the Icon. 
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and humanity. M.n y 1 •ve not fcrupled to afcribe to that book the fubfequent 
refioration of the ·oy-1 family. Milton compares its elfeCl:s to thofe which were 
wrought on the tumultuous Romans by Anthony's reading to them the will of 
Caefar. The Icon palfed thro' fifty editions in a twelvemonth; and independent 
of the great intereft taken in it by the nation, as the fuppofed produCl:ion of their 
murdered fovereign, it mull: be acknowleged the bell profe compofition, which, 
at the time of its publication, was to be found in the Englilh language. 

'.!'he End of the Fir.ft Volume. 
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