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. MAJOR _ GENERAL PHILLIPS, 

AND THE 

'OTHER OFFICERS 

WHO SERVED IN THE ARMY COMMANDED BY 

.LIEU TEN ANT G· EN E R A L B U R G 0 Y NE, 

UPON AN 

EXPEDITION FROM CANADA. 

GENTLE:MEN, 

PR.OPR 1E·ry and aifeaion alike incline me to infcribe to you the follo\V• 

ing undertaking. We are mutua] and pect1liar fufferers by the event of the 

i:ampaign in '1777· You \Vere witne!fes and judges of my aCtions; but I 

b\ved you an account of the principles which direCted the1n. 

· Another motive for lhis Addrefs is to avail myfelf of a proper public op

portunity to repeat to yot1, \vhat I have omitted no occafion of expreffing in 

'Parlian1ent, iu correfpondence, and in con verfc1tion-the fulleft approbation 

iof your fervices. My errors may have been numberlefs; your conduCt has 

been unifonn-faithful, gallant and indefatigable. Debarred of the power 

of doing yon jnfiice before the King, thefe teftimonies .are the only means to 

which n1y efieem and gratitude can rdort. 

After vindicating m yfelf as a -commanding officer frotn any inattention to 

.your interefr or fatne, I next throw 1nyfelf upon. your judgn1ent for n1y con

duB: as a friend. 
Y on \vill find by this .publication, and fon1e others, which though not 

addrefied to you \vill probably engage your curiofit ) that I have been accufed 

·of !hrinking fron1 the common cC~ptivity. 
A. 2 I hav 



[ lV ] 

I have been 'fupported under thnt afperfion by the confcioufnefs I did not 
(1eferve it,' arid the confidence that you (to \vhotn chiefly upon that charge 
1 \va5 refponfible) \Vcndd not adopt it. After the fortunes \Ve have run to
o-ether, it is not furely un ;vorthy of b.Jief, that I fhould rather have defired, 
ti1an a voided to partake the clofing fee ne ~ uniting with a due fenfe of per-
fonal attachments, the prefervation of n1y military fortune, and a retreat 
from the diftratlions of rny conntry. The defence of your honour and my 
own, at one tin1e, and refifiance to an affi-ont ;'* \V hich my nature could. not . . 
bear, at another, alone detained me here. 

In re.o-ard to n1y political trnnfaCl:ions, I have fiated thetn, and I 'vviihJ 
then1 to

0 

be confidered by my friends~ ap:1rt fron1 n1y miltary conduc:t. I 
bear very high refpeEt to. fotne e1ninent and ill-treated charaEters in our pro ... 
feHion, who in deference to the tranquilitj of government, have filently re
figned the fi<ttions which they could no longer hold \vith fecurity to theili· 
honour, or bei:tefit to the fiate. But the option is not left to thofe, who ha ... 
ving a voi'Ce in Parliatnent are-obliged to atl: as citizens as 'vvell as foldiers. 
The nu1nber of officers altogether of the anny and navy, who \V.Ith knovvn 
love to their country and profeffional fpirit equally confpicuous, have vo
luntarily \vithdrawn then1felv.es from· en1ployntent within thefe two years,: 
exceeds all precedent. I do- not place my name in the lift \Vith the fame 
pretenfions; but it i-s not arrogant to em·ulate vvhere we cannot cotnpare ; · 

and I atn defirous of follo\ving the hig-h exa1nples before- me in no point' 
n1ore than in that of avoiding to difturb the zeal of thofe \vho are no\V em. 

ployed. The offin:rs vvho have held it their duty to take part in oppofitiont 
have acted openly and directly in their place in Parliament; but they may 

* The part of my treatment which 1 call an a:ffrent upon this and other occaiions, is the re• 
fu(al of my fervice in this country, even at the head of my own regiment, or as a volunteer, 
w the time of exigency, and when otlter officers preciflly in my ownjituatian .were employed. 
My complaint of this partiality has never been officially anfwered; it has only been evaded by. 
anonymous writers, who have laid it down as a pofit_ion, that I meant to allude to the example 
of Lord Harrington (with which it certainly has nothing to do) and then have taken a merit in 
refuting me. The parricular example to which. r appeal is that of Lieutenant Colonel King
fton, of the 86th regiment, appoir:ted t~ th~t regimen~, er?Pl?yed in it for the defence of Ply-
mouth, and a&ually now embarkmg wnh 1t for fore1gn ierv1ce, under the fame terms . of the. 
c_onvention, and the fame terms of parole t? the Congrefs verbatim with myfelf. Other objec .. 
pons, and of a nature that could not he afterwards fupported, were tried acrainft the Duke of 
Rutland's recomn:endation of this. excellent ?fficer : but the objection of p~role, though fully 
known· to be prec1fely .the fame w1th that wh1ch was LO per~mptorily urged againft my preten
fions, was never mentlOned. 

3 defy 
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defy tnaiice to !he\v an inftance vvherein they h:1ve not encouraged ardour in 
their profeffion. They contemplate with one and the fatne fentiment the. 
great fupply of honourable men to occupy thtir pbces. 

You, Gentlemen, fiand high in that defcription; your trials have tnade 
ybu of fierl.ing value; and perhaps it vvill be better difcerned by men in 
po\ver, \vhen no longer vie\ved through the unfavourable n1ediurn of my 
friendilii p. If my exhortations retain their fanner \Veight,.. let me be permit
ted earneft1y to apply them upon this occafion.. The examples of generals or. 
adtnirals \vho decline employment, refpeB: only. fin1ilar cafes; your: honour is 
fecnre: look not at pr.ofeffional difappointments ;· but point all your vie\\1 S· 

to the true glory of your K.ing and country, and truft for the re\vard •. 
0 focii" ( neque enim ignari fumus ante· Malo rum) 
0 paj}i gravi(}ra : dabit De us his quoque finenze . 

This paffige vvill bring to the reme.1nbrance of fome among you a hard hour 
when \Ve before quoted it together, and not without fon1e cheer ofmind.- 
May the end of your enduring be near!· And with every other wifh aod . 
fentiment that can denote efieetn, I have the. honour to be., 

Gent1etnen,. 

Your mofi faithful and moft obedient; 

hutnble fervant, 
Hertford-Street,. 

Jan. r ,. 1 7_8o. J . .. B.URGOYNE~ 

I:N T R Q .. 
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WHEN it becomes necefiilry for men who have atl:ed critical parts in 

public ftations to n1ake an appeal to the world in their own jufiification, there 

are many prudential confiderations \vhich might lead them to commit the 

care of it · to friends, or, which is in many refpeB:s the fame thing, to defend 

thetnfelves 1.1nder an nfiiuned charaB:er. The charge of vanity ufllally tnade 

on egotifm is thus eluded: a fuller fcope may
6
be ·gi_ven to felf:love · ~nd parti .. 

cular refentment : even the lo\ver vexations vvhich attend an author are to (11 

great drgree avoided :. · tr.£ ill-nature of criticifm is - feldom awakened by 

anonytnous, writings, and the venal pens of~ party lofe halftheir -gall vvhen the

objeB: of it is not perfonally and direB:ly in queftion. 

But· there are fituations, in vvhic-b, _ not only general a!fent feems to juftify

a man in fpeaking of himfelf, but in vvhich alfo no little confideration· ought 

to be adn1itted to the mind. Such will be the cafe, if I am - not deceived, 

when the interefts of tHe pnbljc are.blended vvith thofe of the individual; 

and when his very errors may ferve·. as infirnB:ion ·- to others. Misfortunes 

\vhich a-vvaken f~nfibility \Vill be a further, and a perfuafive call, upon the 

attention, of the public; -. and it \viH amo1.1nt to a claim upon their jlfllice, if 

he can fhe\v. that he has - been inj uriouil y treate.d. 

Upon n1aturdy '\veighing thefe,-and feveral --other circumHances, after I had 

heen denied a p~·ofeffional examination of my conduCt, and difappointed . of* 

a parliamentary' one, . I detennined to Jay before the publ-ic a fiate of the expe

dition fro1n Canada, in 1777, in: tny own nan1e. And my firft defign \Vas 

to do it 11nder the title,_ and \Vith the latitude of · Memoirs ; : as a mode by 

\vhich 1 could beft open the principles of 1ny a&ions, aqd introduce, with 

moH: propriety,. collateral cliaraB:ers, incidents,~. and difcuffions, as they might · 

occafionaJly ttnd , to illuftrate the n1ain fnbjetl. _ 

1-Iovvever, in, the lafi: feffion., of Parliament, the enquiry-which had not1 

been ngreed to the year before, took- place. 1 had preifed it, and I entered · 

into it under~ all the difadvantag~s which attend a ftruggle \Vith po,ver, and 

th 
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the prejudice that power can raife againft the perfons it 1neans to deftroy. 

,.The utlnofl that power could do \vas done ; the Palicunent \Vas prorogued 

pending the proceedings. But though by this ,contri v-nnce, a final and for

n1al adjudication by that auguft afien1bly \vas a\roided, their minutes fiand a 

facrcd record of truth and jufiice, and the m oft fatisfattory reliance to \-vhich 

n1y wiihes could af pi re, in offering n1y atl:ions to the j udgtnent of n1y country 

at large. 
Frotn that time, fherefore, 1 refol ved to pubfifh, infiead of Memoirs, the 

Proceedings precifely as they ~paired in Par:liament, and to continue my de .. 

fence by fuch Obfervations and Comn1etHs upon the Evidence, as I f!lould ha\·e 

had a right, and \v,as prepared to make, had -the proceedings in the houfe 

continued.* 
Poffibly in this latter part fome colour of my original defign may remain. 

The fcenes I have been engaged in are uncomtnon, and it is a natural defire 

to place them in -a full light. 'fbe interefis concerned make that defire more 

urgent; and I dare believe they will be befi guarded by being n1oft ex .. 

plained. 

'* The order in which ti1e committee in the Houfe of Commons proceeded was, to hear Sir 

· William Howe's Narrative, refpc8:ing his condu8: whilft in command in America, and fuch 

evidence as he thought proper to bring in fupport of it. They next heard my Narrative and 

Evidence, refpe8ing the -condull: of the expedition from Canada. Lord George Germain then 

opened a defence on his part, and fummoned witneffes to fupport it. Accordin ,, to the arrano·e

ment made by the cmnmittee, Sir William Howe and myfelf were aftenvard~ to be heard~in 
reply; but the proceedings were ended by the prorogation of Parliament before the examina

tion of Lord George's fecond witnefs, Mr. Galloway, was clofed, and there were fix teen or ei o-h

teen more upon his lift. The order in which the following papers are placed is-1ft. The p~~

fatory Speech. zd. The Narrative. 3d. Minutes of the verba.l evidence. 4th. Review of the 

evidence, with Remarks and ExplanatiOns, &c. 5th. An Appendix, containing the written evi ... 

d~nce. 
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The SPEECH of Lieutenant General BuRGOYNE, prefatory 
to his N A R RAT I v E • 

MR. MoNTAcu, 
BEFORE I enter upon the narrative, which the precedent of your Jatc proceeding.; 

authorifes me to lay before you, I think it a duty to the con11nittee, to promife 
that I fuall trouble them with little other matter than fuch as n1ay be neceffary to 
elucidate the tranfaetions of the can1paign 1777, in that quarter where I con;manded. 

I !hall keep in mind, that to explain the caufes of the difafter at Saratoga is the 
principal point to which all my evidence ought to lead : but at the fame time; I 1baH 
take confidence in the juftice and benevolence of my hearers, .that where argmnents 
in exculpation of the commander can aptly be combined with a faithful rep-refenta
tion of faEts, they will not be deemed foreign to the rnain objeCt under their confi
deration. 

Upon thefe ideas, though fome introductory explanations are requifite, I ihall 
fupprefs the inclination I at firft conceived, of ftating my conduct frotn the time, 
when, conjojntly with my honourable friend who took the lead in this enquiry,* I 
was called to the unfolicited and unwelcome fervice in America: nor will I enurne. 
rate the complicated circumfrances of private misfortune and ill health under which 
I purfued it. Prudence, as well as other propriety, isJ I confers, confulted in thi~ 
fuppreffion ; for were it feen, that an officer had blended with the refpett due to 
authority, warm, though difinterefted perfonal attachments ; that under a perfuafion 
of the honour and integrity of the king's fervants, he had united to his zeal for the 
public caufe an intereft in their private credit and a1nbition; would it not be con .. 
ceived, that his guilt muft have been atrocious, beyond all excufe or palliation, to 
induce the very men to wh01n his endeavours, and his faculties, fuch as they were, 
had been thus devoted, not only completely to defert him, but to preclude him, as 
far as in them lay, fr01n every means of defence, and if poffible, to ruin him in the 
opinion of the king, the army, and the country? 

An earnefr defire to fave, as much as poffible, the time of the committee, would 
alfo diffuade me from recurring to any points previous to my inftruEtions which have 
been difcuffcd upon fonner occafions; but I find that great ftrefs is fi:illlaid to my 
prejudice upon a paper which found its way to the houfe during 1ny abfence: I mean 
the private letter to the noble lord, fecretary for the American department, dated 
1ft January, 1777.* . 

The noble Lord has frequently ftated that letter· to have fl1pped inadvertently into 
the parcel deftined for the houfe, and I give credit in that particular to his afTertion ; 

B becaufe, 
¥- SiT \Villiam Howe 

~ 

SceAppendh: 
No. I. 
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· · ·· · 1 · 1 h r cl · t 1 is intereft to make re--
becaufe, whltever other 11npreffions 1e 1n1g 1t ave roun 1 l . 

1ipeCting me, he certainly would not have thought that the imputation on ~e which 
· · r d · · t o s fact 

that ktter tended to fix, a pro-per one for him to put rorwar : 1t 1s a no on u , 

er I would not mention it, that it has been held a refleCtion upon my character (by 

nhe part of the public with whom the noble lord is unpopular) that I addreffed h1n1 

as a patron and friend. . 

This, is. an imputation to which I muft plead guilty; for at the tune I wrote ~hat 

letter, I certainly did hold that noble lord as my friend, and I had acted to deferve 

he- fuould be fo. The next ill tendency of that paper was, as the noble lord 

weU knows, to imprefs the public with an opinion, that I was endeavouring to 

fupplant Sir. Guy Carleton in the command of the northern army-an aCtion 

abhorrent to the honour of an officer and the liberality of a gentleman ; and of· 

which, . thank God, I can prove the falfehood, by irrefragable evidence upon your 

table,. a-nd in a very fmall compafs. I need only refer to the difpatches to Sir Guy 

* Carlet-on by his aid de-camp, dated :zd Auguft, 1776,* four n1onths before I came 

SeeAppeindix home, to ihew that it was at that titne determined, that Sir Guy Carleton ihould 
No. I. 

r,emain in Canada; and that determination was made, as I have been informed, not 

only upon the political reafoning which appears in that difpatch, but alfo, upon 

great law opinion~, that he could not, under the commiffion he then held under the 

great- feal, pafs the frontiers of his province. Sir, this confutation was urged by 

me -laft year.; and were collateral proof nece.ffary to my juftification upon this fub· 

-jett, 1 could bring to your bar a tribe of gentlemen, who had imbibed· impreffions 

not ve-ry favol:lrable to the military proceedings of Sir Guy Carleton in the can1paign 

of 17 76 .: I could fhew that I feized numberlefs, indeed I feized every poffible oc

cafion .to vindicate the judgtnent, the affiduity, the activity of that highly refpeB:able 

officer, carelefs-how ill I" paid my court, earn eft to n1eet every attack againft his fame• 

1 beg leave alfo to eaU the attention of the comn1ittee very particularly to one 

other paper; t-he date of which is previous to my departure fron1 England : it is en

titled, " ·Thoughts for conduCting the War from the Side of Canada, by Lieutenan.t 

~ No., UI. " General Burgoyne."* Sir, it will be in the recollection of the committee, whe

ther, when the conduft of the war was under confideration taft year in my abfence, 

it was not underftood, that the plan of the northern expedition was formed upon that 

paper as· produced upon your table ? If fo, I muft afk the noble lord, why he fuffer

ed that error to prevail ?· The noble lord knew, (and it was peculiarly his duty to 

declare it) that the two· propofals, the firft of turning the -expedition eventually to

wards Connecticut; and the fecond, of embarking the anny in the river St. Law

rence, in order to effect a junction with Sir Williarr1 Howe by fea, in cafe 'the attempt 

,: by land appeared cc impratticable, or too hazardous," were. erafed while the. paper 

-w:M .in .his lord£hip~i .hands .• 
f'rOHl . 
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From that paper, as it appeared without erafures, naturally arofe the conclufion, that 

the plan I had to execute was completely my own; upon that paper were founded, as 

naturally, the doubts which have been entertained upon the peremptory tenor of rny 

inftruClions. I muft again afk the noble lord, upon what principle of juftice he fuf

fered thofe impreffions to exift in this houfe? Why, in a debate in which he took a 

part, did he conceal, that the circmnftances in reality were totally different from 

thofe upon which gentlen1en reafoned; that the difcretion referved in the paper be

fore the houfe was raken away, and confequently, that my orders were rendered ab

folute in the ftriB:eft fenfe by his own alterations? 

Let any gentleman who has fuppofed I had an implied latitude for my conduCt, 

1,10w compare this circumftance with the wording of the letter to Sir Guy Carleton, 

dated March 26, 17 77, with a copy of which I was furniihed, and extraCt-s from 

which were afterwards the only orders I had to act upon.*' 

I .tball take no particular notice of what is called the faving claufe, in the latter 

part of the orders, except to give the flatteft contradiction to the fuppofition that I 

diCt-ated it-a fuppofition that I know is not yet abandoned by the n1en who firft fug

gefted it. I have fpoke to it very fully upon a former occafion ;t and I do not wiih, 

when it can be avoided, to enforce or reiterate the charges of duplicity and treachery 

which muft enfue, if that claufe could be fuppofed to have reference to any conduct 

previous to my arrival at Albany. The circumfrance of forbidding me the latitude 

in the two particulars I had propofed in n1y plan, and many other circumfrances, 

clearly indicating the decided intentions and expeCtations of the minifters, rendered 

the fenfe of the whole order taken together clear and diftinct, and .tbewed that the 

claufe which is pretended to have left me a difcretion as to my main objecr, had no 

fort of relation to that object. That claufe evidently related not to my forcing n1y 

way, or not forcing it, to Albany, the place of 1ny deftination, but to fuch collateral 

and eventual operations as might be advifeable in the courfe of n1y march. It related 

to the making impreffion upon the rebels, and bringing thetn to obedience, in fuch 

1nanner as exigencies might require, and in my judgment might feetn moft proper, 

previous to receiving orders from Sir William Howe, cc of my junB:ion with whom I 

was never to lofe view." 

N otwithftanding there has been fo much difcuffion in debate and print upon the 

interpretation of abfolute orders, the committee, I am confident, will abfolve me, 

though, at the expence of a few moments more, I fhould continue a fubjeB: u.pon 

which the merit or blame of the future proceedings in great tneafure refrs. 

I do not ad1nit the pofition, that there can be no cafe in which an· officer acting at a 

diftance is bound at every hazard to purfue orders, that appear abfdlute a11d dccijive. 

B 2 I . J.t 
t Tl1e debate upon 1\tir. Vyner's motion, May zS, I i 78; the f~ech was publifi1ed, 

3 

* 
SeeAppendi~ 

No. IV .. 
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It is eafv to conceive circumflances, which might jufl:ify a ftate in hazarding an 
army, f~r the fake of facilitating great and decifive objeCts. Gentlemen, converfant 
in military hiftory, wiil recolleCt tnany examples of this principle: upon a former 
occafion, I flated a fuppofed cafe;-~ and I now entreat leave to add a real example of 
peremptory orders, which happened in the courfe of my own fervice. I have ever .re
tained the imprefl1on, that the circurnfrance I mn going to relate, made upon my mmd 
at the time; and to thofe few who may frill think, that iG. any part of my conduct, I 
raihly riiked my peace, my inter.eft or my fame, to forward the wifhes of others, this 
prepoffeffion tnay in fon1e tneafure account for, and excufe my i1nprudence. 

In the campaign of 176 2, in Portugal, the Count La Lippe, a nan1e, which, if it 
finds a due hiftorian, will ftand among the firft in n1ilitary fatne, was placed at the 
head of abGut 6ooo Britiih troops, and a Portuguefe army, the greater part of which 
was little better than nomina], to defend an extenfive frontier againfl the whole force 
of Spain, and a large body of the veteran troops of France. ~'he falvation of Por
tugal depended folely on the capacity of that great man, which united the deepeft 
political reafoning with exquifite 1nilitary addrefs. 

I had the honour to be entrufted with the defence of the moft important pafs 
upon the Tag us, and my orders were peremptory to maintain it againft any numbers, 

and to the ]aft man. 
A feleet corps of the enemy, greatly fuperior to mine, were encampea within fight 

on the other' fide the river, and our advanced pofts were within half mufquet ihot. 
In this fituation> I received intelligence from Count La Lippe, of a defign of the 

enemy to pafs the Tagus in force, about fix 1niles above me, and to take poifeffion of 
th~ open country in my rear, with a large corps of cavalry, by which means all corn
munication, fupply, or fafe retreat, wo4ld be cut off . 

. 'together with this intelligence, the Count's letter expreffed, " That every delay 
((. to the enemy- in· getting poffeflion of the pafs I guarded, was fo 1naterial to his 
d other plans and operations, that it juftified a deviation from fyfrematic rules; that, 
'' therefore, after taking timely precautions to fecure the retreat of my cavalry, I 
'' mufl: abide the confequence with the infantry; that at the laft extremity, I muft 
" abandon my c~npon, camp, &c. and with fuch proyifion as the men could carry 

': Th~ cafe alluded t? was put in a fon~er debate, as follows: fuppofe the Britith army that invaded 
Bntany 10 I 7 sS, had gatned a complete VIctory over the Duke D' Aiguillon; to have marched rapidly 
towa~ds Paris, abando-?ing th~ co~.rnunication with the fleet,. expofing the army poffibly to great want of 
provtfion, and. to _the tmp~·aa:cabthty of .r~treat, would certamly have been a meafure confummately def
pe;ate and UnJufhfiable, tf tned upon 1mhtary fyfiem: yet, will any man ·ay, that if that meafure mufl: 
t:vldently have produced fuch alarm and confufion in the heart of France, as to have corn pelled the recall 
of ?er whole fore~ from Germany, or fuch part of it, as would have given uncontrouled fcope to the 
~t'~t~s under the Ktng of Pruffia an? Prince Ferdinand, that the minifier of England would not have bee 11 
JUdlcJous,. though at the palpable n1k of the army, as far a so capture was concerned in ordering the ge-
l'leral to p,roceed by the moft rvigorous u.-ertiom, and to force his way to Paris? ' ' 

~' tlpon 
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cc upon their backs, throw myfelf into the mountains upon my left~ and endea
cc vour, by finall and difperfed parties, to gain a rendezvoue; at the northern part 
cc of the province.'' I muft obferve, that when thefe peretnptory orders were 
given, the c01nmander was at a diftance that made all ti1nely communication of cir
cumftances as impoffible, as if the Atlantic had been between us; and I cannot clofe 
the example without mentioning the concluding part of Count La Lippe's letter. 
'' He participated," he iaid, " in the feelings with which an officer would be frruck 
" for his reputation, in fuffering himfelf to be cut, and reduced to facrifice his camp, 
' ·' his baggage, and twenty pieces of cannon. But be at eafe," continued that great 
and generous man, cc I will take the meajure entirely upon myfelf, perftvere as I have 
cc direfled, and be confident of my defence and proteflion." This was a faving claufe of a 
nature very different from thofe it is the practice in the prefent day to pen; and if 
any man doubts the quotation, I can bring pofitive evidence to the truth of it ver- · 
batin1. 

Thus much, Sir, I thought it incumbent upon me to ftate in argument againft . 
the pofition that has been infifted upon, that no orders can be worded fo perempto
rily at a diftance, as not to admit of an implied latitude, in cafe of unforefeen and 
infi1rmountable difficuhie.5: but to prevent all future cavil, upon this fubjeB::, I re .. 
queft the committee to recolleCt, what I have again and again repeated; that I by no , 
means put my defence,. in pafiing the Hudfon's River, folely upon this reafoning. 
On the contrary, fuppofing for the argument's fake, I fhould concede (which I never· 
have done, nor mean to do) to the noble Lord, and to every other gentleman, all they 
can defire to affume upon implied latitude in given cafes, I fhould equally prove thar• 
no fuch cafe did exifr, as would have jufrified me upon their own principle, in de- 
parting fr01n the letter of the orders under which I aCted. 

Having thus cleared rny way to the time of my leaving England, to take upon 
tne the command of the Northern expedition; I fhall now lay before the com1nittee · 
a narrative of its progrefs, in as concife and fimple terms, as the nature of the 
fubjeB:: will allow, endeavouring to imitate the perfpicuity of the honourable gentle
tnan who took the lead in this buGnefs, and not without hope of my endeavours pro
ducing the fame effefr; and that, in the opinion of the houfe, my language, as .has . 
been exprdfed of his, will be deemed the languag~ of truth. 

) 
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IT is my intention, for the n1ore ready comprehenfi?n of the whole fubjefr, to divide 

it into three periods. The firfr, from tny appo1nttnent to the cotnmand, to the 

end of 1ny purfuit of the enemy from Ticonderoga; the fecond, from that time to 

the paffage of the Hudfon's River; and the third to the figning the convention. 

I left London on the 27th of March, and upon my departure from Plymouth, 

findina the Albion tnan of war ready to fail for New-York, I vnote to Sir V.l. Howe 
.b 

by that conveyance, upon the fubjeB: of tny expedition, and the nature of n1y orders. 

I arrived at ~ebec the 6th of M;1y. Sir Guy Carleton immediately put und.er n1y 

cmnmand the troops deftined for the expedition, and cotntnitted to my-managetnent 

the preparatory arrangernents. From thence I wrote a fecond letter to Sir Williatn 

Howe, wherein I repeated that I was entrufted with the comrnand of the army 

aeftined to march fr01n Canada, and that my orders were to force a junCtion with 

~ his excellency. 

* 
See Appendix 
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1 expreffed alfo my wi{hes, cc that a latitude had been left me for a diverfion to .. 

" wards Connecticut, but that fuch an idea being out of queftion, by my o-rders 

cc being precife to force the junction, it was only mentioned to introduce the idea 

'' frill refting upon my mind; viz. to give the change to the enemy if I could, and 

" by every feint in my power to eftablifh a fufpicion, that I frill pointed towards 

"' ConneCticut." 

" But," I repeated, cc that under the prefent precifion of tny orders, I fhould really 

'" have no view but that of joining him, nor think myfelf juftified by any temp

"' tation to delay the moft expeditious means I could find to effeCt that purpofe." 

I proceeded to Montreal on the I zth, and as my letters, lately laid before the houfe 

from that place,* ana from ~ebec, will fhew the frate of things, I fhould not reft a 

moment upon this :perioq, were it not to add one more public teftimony., to thofe I atn 

nut confcious of having .omitted upon any occafion, of the affiduous and cordial 

·manner in which the differentTervices were forwarded by Sir Guy Carleton. I fhould 

;think it as difhonourable .to feek, as I know it would be im_poffible to find excufe 

:for any fault of mine in any failure on the part of Sir Guy Carleton, or of any per

'fons who aCted under him., in any 1natter refpeB:ing the expedition. Had that 

officer been acting for himfelf, or for his brother, he could not have fhewn more 

indefatigable zeal than he did, to -com,ply with and expedite my-- r.equifitions and 

de fires. 
Certain 
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Certain parts of the expeCted force, neverthelefs, fell !hort. The Canadian 
troops, ftated in the plan at 2ooo, confifted only of three companies, intended to be 
of 100 tnen each, but in reality not atnounting to more than 150 upon the whole; nor 
could they be augmented. The corvees , which are detaclunents of provincials 
without arms, to repair roads, convey provifions, or any other temporary employ
ments for the king's fervice, could not be obtained in fufficient number, nor kept to 
their employments, although Sir Guy Carleton ufed every poffible exertion and en
couragement for the purpofe. Drivers for the provifion carts, and other carriages, 
eould not be fully fupplied by the contraB::or, though no expence was fpared; a 
€ircumftance which occafioned much inconvenience after:wards. 

To thefe unavoidable difappointments were added the difficulties occafioned by bad 
weather, which rendered the roads almoft impracticable at the carrying places, and 
€onfequently the paffage of the batteaux, artillery, and baggage exceedingly dilatory: 
we had befides a great deal of contrary wind. N otwithftanding all i1npediments the 
army affembled between the 17th and 2oth of June, at Ctnnberland Point, upon Lake 
Champlain. 

On the 21ft I held a conference with the Iroquois, Algonchins, . Abenekies, and 
Outawas, Indians, in all about four hundred. 

This conference appears in your papers*. I· thought at the time that the cordiality 
of the Indians over the whole continent might be depended upon, . and their firft 
operations tended to perfuade tne into a belief of their utility. T -he prieft to whom 
they feemed devoted, and the Britifh officers employed to conduct them, and to whofa. 
controul they engaged to fubtnit; gained advantages, and fpread terror without bar
barity. The firft party fent out made feveral of the enemy prifoners . in the heat of 
action, and treated them with European humanity. 

During the n1ovement of the .different corps to this general rendezvous, I wrote a . 
third letter to Sir William Howe. The chief purport of it was to give him cc intelli
cc gence of my fituation at the time, and of n1y expectation of being beforeTiconderoga 
" between the zoth and 25th inftant; that l did not ~pprehend the effeCtive frrength , 
" of the army would arnount to agove-- 6 500 men; that I n1eant to apply to Sir · 
" Guy Carleton to fend a garrifon to T ·iconderoga when it fl1ould be reduced, but 
" ·that I w·as appr:ehenfive he would not think himfelf authorifed by the King's ·011ders 
" to comply; that whenever, therefore, I might be able to effeCt ; tha jnnftion;. S~r 
" William would not expea me to bring nttar the original ntnnber. I .repeated 'my 
(( perfeverance in the idea of giving jealoufy on the fide of ConneCticut, . and ac the 
" fame time my affurances, that I ih0ul:d make no tnatlreuvre .. that could procrafrinate 
" the great object of a junction.'' 

I ftate thefe. different letters to Sir .William I-I owe merely to .fhew . that my conGep.o 
tiou of the p_reci!ion of. my_ orders was not uppn after-thought) and taken up as an 

excufe .. 

7 
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excufe whe.n I found the expedition had failed; but a fixed decided fcntiment coeval 

with my knowledge of my comrnand. 

For a further proof of the fame fact, I beg leave to fiate an extraCt fr01n tny orders 

to the army at Crown Point, June 3oth. The words were thefe. 

cc The army embarks to-rnorrow to approach the enemy. 'I' he fervices required 

" of this particular expedition are critical and confpicuous. During our progrefs oc

cc cations 111ay occur, in which, nor difficulty, nor labour, nor life are to be regarded. 

' " This army mu it not retreat." "\i\T ere it neceffary, I could bring abundant collateral 

proof to the fame effect, and !hew that the idea of forcing a way to Albany by vi

gorous exertions againfr any oppofition we might 1neet, was general and fixt through 

the whole army. 

My proceedings from the time of affembling the arn1y as before defcribed, to the 

date of my public difpatch fr01n Skenefborough, comprehending the tnanceuvres 

which forced the enemy from Ticonderoga, and the aClions at Skenefborough, Hu

berton, and Fort Anne, are related at full in that difpatch.* 

It is the lef.s nece!fary to give the Committee further trouble upon this fubjecr, be

caufe I believe no enemy can be found to arraign rny condutt in thofe days of fuc

cefs; or if there were one, he could not deprive me of the confolation, that I had his 

Majefry's full approbation and applaufe, of which it is known to many, I had a very 

honourable and diftinguifhed proof. 

All therefore that is neceffary before I quit this firft period of the campaign, is to 

give a precife irate of the effective frren.gth of the army, at the tirne it affembled. 

On the r f1: July_, the day we encamped before Ticonderoga, the troops confifted of 

Britifh rank and file J724 

.German ditto 30 r 6 

6 7 4o reg~lars, exclufive of artillery-n1en. 

Canadians and Provincials, about 2 so 

Indians about 400 

6so 

In regard to the artillery, I think this the proper place to reB:ify the mifreprefenta

.tions that have prevailed refpecting the quantity employed. It has been flated as far 

~beyond the nece!fary proportion for the nurnber of troops, an incumbrance to their 

.movements., and one caufe of what has been called the flow progrefs of the expedition. 

In order to juftify this charge, a view of the ·whole rnafs has been prefented to the 

.public without any explanation of its difrinct allotn1ents ; and many have been led 

.to believe, that the whole was attached to the army throughout the campaign, and 

1 
fell 
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fell into the enemy's hands at iaft-The intention of this reprefentation is obvious : 

the allegation is falfe. 

T'he faCts, as I fhall prove them to the cmnmittee, are as fo low. The whole origi

nal train furnifhed by Sir Guy Carleton confifted of fix~een heavy twenty-four poun

ders; ten heavy twelve-pounders; eight medimn twelve-pounders; two light twenty

four pounders; one light twelve-pounder; twenty-fix light fix pounders; feventeen 

light three-pounders; fix eight-inch howitzers; fix five and a half inch howitzers; 

two thirteen-i_nch mortars; two ten-inch mortars; fix eight-inch mortars; twelve five 

and a half-inch 1nortars; and twenty-four four and two fifth-inch mortars. Of thefe 

two heavy twenty-four pounders were ient on board a fhip for the defence of Lake 

Champlain, and the other fourteen were fent back to St. John's. Of the heavy twelve

pounders, fix were left at Ticonderoga, four ditto in the Royal George; four medium 

twelve-pounders at Fort George; one light twelve-pounder at Ticonderoga; two 

light fix-pounders at Fort George; four light fix-pounders at St. John's; four light 

three-pounders at Ticonderoga; five light three-pounders at St. John's; two eight

inch howitzers at Fort George; two ditto at St. John's; two five and a half inch ho

witzers at Fort George; two thirteen-inch mortars in the Royal George; two ten-inch 

mortars in ditto; four eight-inch mortars in ditto; four five and a half inch 1nortars 

at Ticonderoga; four royaltnortars in the Royal George; twelve cohorns at Ticon

deroga; and eight cohorns in the Royal George. 

The field-train therefore that proceeded with the army confifted of four medium 

twelve-pounders; two light twenty-four pounders; eighteen light fix-pounders; fix 

light three-pounders; two eight-inch howitzers; four five and a half-inch howitzers• 

two eight-inch mortars, and four royals. 

The carrying the twenty-four pounders (though they were but two) has been fpoken 

of as an error, and it is nece!fary therefore to inforn1 the committee that they were of 

a conftruttion lighter by 8oo weight than 1nediu1n twelves, and to all intents and 

purpofes field artillery. 

This artillery was diftributed as follows. 

Frafer's corps, eftimated at three battalions. 

Ten pieces, viz. 

Four light fix-pounders. 

Four light three-pounders, conftruCl:ed for being occafionally carried on horfeback. 

Two royal howitzers. 

German referve, under Colonel Breyman, efiimated at two battalions. 

Two light fix-pounders. . 

Two light thr~e-pounders, and ferved by the Heffe Hanau artillery men. 

The ~ine of Britifh, four battalion~ 

C Germans, 
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Germans, five battalions. 

rfotal, nine battalions. 

~hree brigades of artillery, of four fix-pounders each ; viz. one brigade for· each. 

wing, , and one for the center. 

F~mn hence it appe.ars that to fourteen battalions there were aHotted· t:Venty-fi x 

pieces of Eght artillery. The cuftomary allotment is two pieces pe~ battalion, con

fequ~ntly the proportio-n of artil'lery was lds than upon comtnon ferv1ces. 

The forming -artillery into brjgades, in preference to-detaching two .guns to each _bat

talion, has been conftantly praB:ifcd in moft fervices during laft war under the ableft 

men,_ and it is pr.odu4ive of n1any advantages, as the brigades. by that 1neans, _eitht;r 

fingly or united, fall under the- command of a proportionable number of officers,. 

The fervice is carried on with greater regularity, a-nd the effeEt of the fire becomes 

rnuch tnore formidable than when fcattered along the fron~ of the line. 

This mode off~rviGe was recommended by -Major-general Phillips, and adopted _. 

without hefitation by me, my own judgment being confirrncd . by an . officer of his 

great fkill and experience. 

The park .artillery con_fifted .. of ten pieces, viz • . 

z_light twenty-four pounders. _ 

4 medi'um twelve-poundere •.. 

2_eight-inch howitzers~ -

2, royai how.i-tz·e-rs.;· 

I underftood . this Eropprtion of field· artillery to be the -farYle· as that · propofecl 

by Sir Guy Carleton had he c01ntnanded; it was the proportion recommended by 

GenF,;ral :Phillips, and I formed _n1y opinion conformably to the fentiments of thofe 

refpeCtable officers upon the following reafons, viz~ that artillery was extremely for·· 

midable to raw troops; that .in a country of pofts it was effentially neceffary againft 

the beft troops; that it was yet more· applicable. to the· enemy we were to con1bat, . 

becaufe the rno.de of defence they invariably adopted, and at which they were be

yond all other nations exp~rt, was. that of entrenchment covered with ftrong abbatis, . 

againft which the cannon, of the nature oCthe heavieft above -defcribed, and howit

zers might often be effeEtual, when to diflodge. thetn by any othe.r means might be 

attended with continued and important loffes. 

In thefe general ideas. oft:he ufe of ·artillery againft the rebel :. forces, I have the 

happinefs to obferve, from the papers before you, the concurrence·of Sir William 

Howe, who ftates fimilar ideas very fully in one of his requifitions to the fecretary 

of _frate: but further reafons for not diminiihing the proportion of guns of fuperior

cahbre to fix-pounders in this train, were, firft, their ufe againft block-houfes (a 

fpecies of fortification peculiar to America); fecondly, a-probability that gun-boats 

might be requifite for the ,fecurity of th~ water tranfport, on f01ne parts of the 

3 Hudfon's 
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Hudfon's "River; but principally the "intention of fortifying a camp at Albany, in 

.cafe I fhould reach that place, fhould meet with a fufficiency of provifion there, (as 

I was led to expect) and fhould find it expedient to pafs the winter there, without 

comrnunication with New-York. 

With refpect to the quantity of ammunition attached to this artillery;) it is to be 

obferved, that the number of rounds accompanyjng the light pieces, and which 

were carried in finall carts, were not more than fufficient for a day's action. 

Light fix-pounders 124 rounds each. 

Light three-pounders 300 rounds. 

Royal howitzers 90 rounds. 

The different referves of ammunition were chiefly conveyed by water in fcows -

anc.l batteaux; it certainly would not have been advifable, after a communica

tion with Canada was at an end, to .depend upon precarious fupplies from the fouth

ward, and therefore it became neceffary (as far as the fervice would allow) to carry 

forward fuch ftores, as there was every appearance of an abfolute want of, during 

the courfe of an active campaign. 

Had the enemy.eftablifhed themfe]ve-s in force upon the iflands at the mouth of 

the Mohawk river, or on other ground equally advantageous, to have difputed the 

paffage of that, or of the Hudfon's River, or had they even waited an aifault in their 

works at Still-Water, it is probable, that recourfe tnuft hav.e been had to artillery 

of the hea:vier nature; in th.e latter cafe efpecially they muft have been ufed in order 

to derive any advantage from our feizing a poft upon their left flank : I have fince 

known, d1at they had iron twelve and nine-pounders 1nounted upon tho.fe worksJ 

which were in other refpects very formidable. 

The Britifh artillery-men, rank and file, were 245 

Recruits, under command of Lieutenant N utt, of the 33d regiment, at-

tached to the fervice of the artillery r 50 

Heffian artillery-men, rank and file 7 8 

473 

Add thefe numbers to the former ftate of the army, and it will be found, that the 

regular ftrength when at the greateft confifted of 7 '2 I 3· 

I corne now to the fecond period of the campaign, comprehending the tranfaB:ions 

fr01n the time the purfuit of the enemy frotn Ticonderoga ceafed, and the corps of 

Brigadier-general Frafer, and the 9th regiment, rejoined the army, after the refpec

tive aB:ions of Huberton and Fort .Anne, to the time when the army paffed the Hud

fon's river to attack the enemy near Still-Water. 

It had proved impollib]e immediately to follow the quick retreat of the enemy 

farther, fi·om the nature of the country, and the neceffi~y of waiting a fre!h fupply 

of 
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of provifions. But it appeared evident to me, that could a rapid prog~efs towards 

Albany be effeB:ed, during their difj?erfion and panic, it would be dect!ive on the 

fuccefs of the expedition. 
~eftion has been made by thofe who began at this period to arraign my military 

conduCt, whether it would not have been rnore expedient for the purpofe of rapidity, 

to have fallen back to Ticonderoga, . in order to take the convenient route by 

Lake George, than to have perfevered in the laborious and difficult courfe by land 

to Fort Edward r My motives for preferring the latter were thefe: I confidered 

not only the general irnpreffions which a retrograde motion is apt to make upon the 

minds both of enemies and friends, but alfo, that the natural con duB: of the enemy in 

that cafe would be to rernain at Fort George, a~ their retreat could not then be cut 

off, in order to oblige me to open trer.ches, and confequently to delay me, and in 

the mean time they would have deftroyed the road frorn Fort George to Fort Ed· 

ward. On the other hand, by perfifting to penetrate by the fi1ort cut from Fort 

Anne, of which I was then mafter, to Fort Edward, though it was attended with 

great labour, and many alert fituations, the troops were improved in the very effen

tial point of wood fervice; I effeB:ually diflodged the enemy from Fort George 

without a blow ; and feeing me 1nafter of one COF11tnunication, they did not think 

it worth while to deftroy the other. 

The great number of boats alfo, which muft neceffarily have been employed for 

the tranfport of the troops over t.ake George, were by this courfe fpared for the 

tranfport of the provifion, artillery, and ammunition. 

The fuccefs ar;fwered this reafoning in every point; for by the vigilance of Gene

neral Phillips, to whom I had committed the important part of forwarding all the ne

ceffaries fron1 Ticonderoga, a great en1barkation arrived at Fort George on July 29th .. 

I took poffeffion of the country near Fort Edward on the fame day, and independently 

of other advantages, I found myfelf much more forward in point of time than I 

could poffibly have been by the other route. 

Another material motive, which could not be known by ftrangers who have rea

foned upon this movement, was, that during the ti1ne that my army was employed 

in clearing Wood-Creek and cutting roads, and the corps under Major-general 

Phillips working to pafs the tr.anfpor~s over Lake George, I was enabled to detach 

a large corps to tny left, under Major-general ReidefeJ, and thereby affift my pur

pofe of giving jealoufy to Connetl:icut, and keeping in check the whole country 

called the Hampibire Grants. 

It was at this tir:ne Major-general Reidefel conceived the purpofe of mounting his 

regiment of dragoons. In the country he traverfed during his detached cmnn1and, 

he found the people frightened and fubmiffive. He was induftrious and expert in 

procurmg 
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procuring intelligence in parts of the country more remote than Bennington, and 

entertained no doubt of fuccefs, were an expedition fanned under the command of 

Lieutenant-colonel Baum. 

On the arrival of the army at Fort Edward, the great objeCt of attention was the 

tranfports frmn Fort George. The diftance was about fixteen miles, the roadi 

wanting great repair, the weather unfavourable, the cattle and carriages fcarce ; 

part of the latter inconvenience was occafioned by the nmnber of both that were 

neceifarily detained at 1'iconderoga, for the purpofe of dragging the boats and the 

provifions over the carrying places, between Lake Champlain and Lake George ; 

another part of the inconvenience was caufed by the unavoidable delays, in bringing 

the different divifions of horfes as they were colletl:ed in Canada through the defart, 

for fuch n1oft of the country is between St. John's and Ticonderoga. 

It was ioon found, that in the fituation of the tranfport fervice at that time, the 

army could barely be vit1ualled from day to day, and that there was no pro!peCt of 

eftablifhing a magazine in due time for purfuing prefcnt advantages. The idea of 

the expedition to Bennington originated upon this difficulty, combined with the in

telligence reported by General Reidefel, and with all I had otherwife received. 

I knev1 that Bennington was the great depofit of corn, flour, and ftote cattle; 

that it was guarded only by militia; and ~very day's account tended to confinn the 

perfuafion of the loyalty of one defcription of the inhabitants and the panic of 

the other. Thofe who knew the country be!l: were the rnoft fanguine in this per

fuafion. 
Had my intelligence been worfe founded, I fhould not have hefitated to try this ex

pedition with fuch troops,. and under fuch inftruB:ions as I gave to the commanding 

officer, for fo great a purpofe as that of a fupply fufficient to enable the army to follow 

at the heels of a broken and difconcerted enemy. The Gennan troops employed were 

of the beft I had of that nation. The number of Britifh was finall; but it was the 

feleet light corps of the army, compofed of chofen men fron1 all the regiments, and 

commanded by Gaptain Frafer, one of the moft diftinguifhed officers in his line of fer

vice that ever I 1net with. The inftruetions recon1mended the utmoft caution refpect

ing pofts and fecurity of retreat, attention againft expofing the folid part of the detach

ment to affront, or committing it in any inftance, without a moral certainty of fuccefs. 

I touch with tendernefs and with great reluctance point~ that relate to the dead. My 

defence compels me to fay., my cautions were not obferved, nor the reinforcement ad

vanced with the alacrity I had a right to expeCt. The men who commanded in both 

inftances were brave and experienced officers. I have ever imputed their failure partly 

to delufion in refpeet to the enemy, and partly to furprife and confequent confufion 

in the troops. 

For further explanation of my motives, and the circun1ftances attending the con-

I d~ 
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duB: of the expedition I beo- leave to refer the committee to the letter laid before the 

' b 

houfe laft year, and more particularly to the private letter laid before the houfe lately.* 

The fame letter will fhew the only refource that remained for proceeding towards 

Albany, after the difappointment ofthis-expedirion, viz. to prefs forward a neceifary 

fupply of.provifion, and other indifpenfible artides, fr01n Fort·George. I Ihall bring 

proof to your bar to this point, and 1 truft I fhall ihew beyond a doubt, that no pof

fible exertion was omitted. It i-s not uncomrnon for gentlemen, unacquainted with 

the peculiarities of the country to which I arn alluding, to calcuhte the tranfport of 

tnagazines, by tneafurif!g-the difrance upon a map, and then applying the refources of 

carriage, as praB:ifed.in other countries. I requeft permiffion to £hew their miitake. 

The firft ftage frmn Fort George to Fort Edward .is by land. The diftance and 'the 

roads were defcribed before. At Fort Edward the -Hudfon's River becomes navigable 

for a .certain extent, and it is th.e conftant pra<.frice in. all tranfports to refume the water 

can·jage. ¥/ere it . not, new itnpediments would arife frmn hills, worfe roads, and 

fuch an increafed diftance, as would prevent the cattle returning to Fort George the 

fan1e day. About fix miles below Fort Edward lie the falls of Fort Miller, where 

there is another carrying-place, which, tho11gh of.no confiderable length, makes 

it neceifary tG unload the boats, to place the contents in carts, and to replace them 

in frefh boats~ at the place the river again admits of navigation. The boats unloaded., 

return .to FortEdward againft a rapid ftream. 

Upon this fhort ftate of faCts, gentlemen will judge of our embarraifments. In 

the firft place, it was neceifary to bring forward to Fort Edward fourfcore or a hun

dred boats, as mere carriage-velfels for the provifions, each boat rnade a hard day's 

work for fix or more horfes, including the return of the horfes. At the next carry

ing-place, as above cefcribed, it was neceffary to place a .confiderable relay of horfes 

to draw over, firft, a portion of carriage boats, and afterwards the provi~on, as it 

arrived. I have not mentioned the great ·number of other boats neceifary to he 

brought forward, to form bridges, to carry baggage and ammunition, and the nu1n

ber of carriages framed to tranfport the boats themfelves at the enfuing carrying

places, as w.e !hould ,proceed to Albany. This will be 1hewn in detail at the b~r, if 

the c01nmittee .chufe to hear it; and I pledge myfelf, it wil1 appear, that the dili

gence in this fervice was extreme; that it was perfonned in the moft expeditious 

manner poffible, regard being had to our refources, and that no delay was occalioned 

by the artillery., becaufe the horfes appropriated to it were fupernumerary to thofe for 

which we had carts, and the artillery, not already with. the army, at laft was .all 

brought .up by its own horfes in two days. 

O.n the. 1 jth of Se~tember, the ftore ·of provifion, amounting to about thirty day's 

confilmpuon, ~as complet~d. ~ have ftated, in my letter to the fecretary of ftate, 

my reafons agamft proceed1ng With lefs quantity. And it is now time to enter upon 

the 
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the conrrderation of that objeB:, which is held by fame to be conclufive upon the 

executive part of the campaign, the paifage of the Hudfon,s River. 

1~wo errors, refpefting .this pafiage, though of oppofire and incompatible natures, 

are fuppofed to have contributed to the ill fuccefs that enfued; the one, the error of 

delay, the other, that of precipitation. In defence againft the firil, I refer to n1y 

effort at Bennington to procure fupplies, and to the impediments, I have jufl: now 

ftated, after that effort failed. Againft the latter, I refer to· the reafons laid down in 

my private letter to the fecretary of fi:ate, dated zoth of Auguft. * The ftate of 

things at this important crifis, and my reafoning upon it, are expreffed ftill rnore 

at large in my difpatch frorn Albany ; I will now only touch them {hortly. On the 

one hand, my com1nunications wer~ c:t an end ;. my retreat was .infecnre; the enemy 

was colleB:ed in force; they were ftrongly pofte.d ; Colonel St. Leger was retiring 

from Fort Stanwix..· Thefe were difficulties, but none of them· infurmountable. 

On the other hand, ~ I had diilodged the enemy rep_eatedly, when before in force, 

and more ftrongly pofted ;, my army was confcious of having the fuperiority, 

and eager to advance; . I expected co-oReration; no letters from Sir Williarn 

Howe removed that expectation.; that to Sir Guy Carleton had never weighed 

upon my mind,. becaufe it was dated early in April, and confequently long before 

the.Jecretary· of ftate's inftruB:ions, which I 1nuft have fuppofed to relate to co-ope

ration, could be received. The letter of 17th Juiy,* mentioned that General's re

turn to my affifl:ance, ihould W afhington turn his force towards me; indicated, as 

I thought, an expectation of my arrival at Albany; and ·informed me, that Sir Henry 

Clioton was left .at New-Y.ork, and would ad: as occurrences, might direEt. I did 

not know Sir Henry Clinton's force. I did knowl that con6derable reinforcement 

1night be then expeCted at New-York from England~ After ·all, !hould co-opera

tion from below fail, the whole force of Colonel St. Leger, .and Sir William John

fon,. was to be expeB:ed from above, in time to facilitate a retreat, though not in 

tin1e to affift my advance. Under thefe.different fuggeftions, and thofe that are more 

copiouUy ftated.in the difpatch,. to which I have referred, Lread again my orders .(I 

believe for an hundredth time) and I was decided. 

And I a1n ftill convinced, that no· proof that C{)tdd have been brought from ap

pearances, intelligence or reafoning, could · have jufl:ified me to my country, have 

faved me fr01n the condemnation 'Of my profeffion, or produced pardon within my 

o.wn breaft, had I not advanced, and tried a battle with the enemy. 

I will conclude this fubjecr, ·with again afferting upon my honour, what 1 hope 

to. fupport by evidence, though it is impoffible to bring · pofitive proof to a nega

tive, that neither General Frafer, nor General Phillips, ever offered, as has been re

ported, nor can be fuppofed to have .conceived any objeCtion againft the paffage of 

th.e Hudfon's Rjver. 
· 

This 
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This refolution being taken, I trufr, the manner of approaching the enetny, when 

explained by witneffes, will not be difgraceful to n1e as a foldier. The aCtion, wh:ch 

enfued on the 19th of September, verified 111y opinion of the valour of my army; 

and I mufr, in truth, acknowledge, a very refpeCl:able ihare of that quality in the 

army of the enemy. To the general defcription given in 1ny difpatch, it will be 

fit to add, . by evidence, the peculiar merits of the troops in that aCtion. The ho

nour of three Britifh regiments, in continual and clofe fire for four hours, all of them 

fuffering conGderable lofs, and one retnaining with lefs than fixty men, and four or 

five officers, ought not to lofe its due applaufe, becaufe it is faid, their opponents 

were irregulars and tnilitia. 
A viCtory was at laft obtained, but the clofe of day unavoidably prevented any 

immediate advantages. On the day following, it was known from prifoners and de

ferrers, that the enetny were in a poft ftrongly fortified; but from the thicknefs of 

the wood, it was impoffible to catch a view of any part of their pofition. All that 

could be done, therefore, was to take up ground as near them, as the nature of the 

country would adtnit with regard to mil;tary arrangement. It appears from the dif

patch already alluded to, that the army retnained in this pofition till the 9th of Octo

ber, when the fecond aCtion enfued, employed in fortifying their camp, and watch

ing the enen1y, whofe numbers it was now known, had been greatly fuperior to ours 

in the aCtion. 
It 1nay here be afked, why, as foon as it became palpable that no ufe could be 

made of the vitlory, I did not retreat ? 

It will be iliewn, that on the fecond day after the aCtion, I received intelligence 

from Sir Henry Clinton, of his intention to attack the highlands about that time, 

and I was hourly in expettation, I thought a juftly founded one, of that meafure 

operating to diilodge Mr. Gates entirely, or to oblige him to detach a large portion 

of his force. Either of thefe cafes would probably have opened my way to Albany. 

In thefe circumftances, could the preference upon thefe alternatives admit of a mo~ 

ment's refleCtion? To wait fo fair a profpect of effeCting at laft the great purpofe 

ef the campaign, or to put a viCtorious army, under all the difadvantages of a beat

en one, by a difficult and difgraceful retreat; relinquifhing the long expeCted co

operation, in the very hour of its promife, and leaving Sir I-Ienry Clinton's anny, 

and probably Sir William Howe's, expofed, with fo much of the feafon of the cain

paign to run, to the whole force of Mr. Gates, after he ihould have feen 1ne on the 

other fide of Hudfon's River. 

Smne of the fame confiderations, and other concomitant circumftances, wi11, in 

part, ferve to account for my not att2lcking the enemy during this interval ; for in this 

fituation, as in former ones, my conduCt has been arraigned upon oppofite principles. 
The 
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The committee will obferve, that after receiving intelligence of Sir Henry Clinton's 

ddign, different rneffengers were difpatched by different routes, to inforn1 that officer 

of my fituationJ and of the time I thought I could continue in it. To have hazarded 

a repulfe, under fo reafonable an expeCtation of a powerful diverfion, would, in my 

opinion, have been very unjufl:ifiable; but when I add, that from the backwardnefs, 

or defeCtion, of the few Indians that remained1 the nurnbers of rifle-men, and other 

irregulars employed on the enemy's out-pofts, and the fi:rength and darknefs of the 

furrounding woods, it had not yet been praCticable to gain any competent know ledge 

of their pofition, I truft every man will go with me in the fentiment, that all theftt 

circumftances confidered, an attack would have been confummate rafhnefs. 

Another very powerful reafon, that operated on the fide of delay, was the ftate of · 

my fick and wounded. Numbers of the latter were recovering fafi:; many excellent. 

officers in particular; and the more 1 delayed the fi:ronger I grew. The time alfo en

titled me to expeCt Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger's corps would be arrived at Ticon-: ·· 

deroga, and fecret means had been long concerted to enable him to make an effort ta 

join me, with probability of fuccefs . . 

Upon mature confideration of thefe and other circum{Fances attending this period,. . 

come to my knowledge fince, I am clear1y of opinion, that had the reinforcements from 

England arritred in time, . to have enabled Sir Henry Clinton to have effeCted the ftroke · 

he afterwards fo gallantly made. in the highlands, .. any time . between the two aCtions, I . 

1hould have made my way. 

The difpatch alluded to, proceeds· to ftate the reafon that induced me to make the 

movement on the 7th OCtober. I ihall only add, to obviate a fuppof~d error, in not · 

advancing my whole line, that the part remaining in my camp, operated as effectually 

to keep the enemy's right w-ing in check, . from fupporting their left, as if it had 

moved, with this additional advantage, that it prevented the danger of their ad

vancing by the plain, near the river, and falling. upon my rear. 

I have reafon to believe my difappointment on that day proceeded from an uncotn

mon circumfrance in the conduCt of the enemy. Mr. Gates, as I have been informed, 

had determined to receive the attack in his lines ; Mr. Arnold, who commanded on the 

left, forfeeing the danger of being turned, advanced without confultation with his ge

neral, and gave, infl:ead of receiving battle. The ftroke might have been fatal on his. 

part had he failed. But confident I am, upon n1inute exan1ination of the ground 

fince, that had the other idea been purfued, I fhould in a few hours have gained a po- 

fition, that in fpite of the enemy's numbers, would have put them in my power. 

Difagreeable as is the neceffity, I mufi: here again, in jufiice to my own army, recur to 

the vigour and obfi:inacy with which they were fought by the enemy. A more deter

n1ined perfeverance than they fhewed in the· attack upon the l-ines, though they were 

· D fin ally 
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'iinaily repulfed by the corps under Lord Balcarras, I believe, is not in any othcer', 
experience. It will be the bufinefs of evidence to pro\re, that in the part, where Co
lonel Breyman was ki1led, and the enemy penetrated, the mifchief could not be re

paired, nor under it the camp be longer tenable. 
The tranfactions of the enfuing night, the day of the eighth, and the whole progrefs 

'Of the retreat to S.tratoga, will be laid before the committee minutely in the courfe of 
tny evidence, as well as every circumftance, from the time the arn1y arrived there to the 
figning the convention. I have only to prernife, that, I trufr, I £hall be able to prove, 
to the fatisfaetion of the committee, that even in this fituation, I had the chance of a 
favourable event. The enemy had intended to attack by the plain of Saratoga. On 
the morning of the I rth, a confidcrable column had aCtually paffed _the Fiih Kill for 
that purpofe during the fog, which at that feafon \vas regular till fometime after fun 
rife. The intention was prevented taking place, by intelligence one of their generab 
•received from a deferrer, that I had a line formed behind the brufh .. wood, to fupport 
the poft of artillery, which was their immediate objeCt of attack. The general in
ftantly retreated his column, and prevented a general action, Vi'hich my pofition, cam
flared with the propofed one of the enemy, gave me reaion to hope would have been to 

n1y advantage. 
1 have likewife a fatisfactory confidence, that I ihall dcrnrmftrate that the intelligence 

I H:ated to the councils of war, refpetl:ing the ftrength of the enemy, did not fall fhort 
1n any part, and in fome parts much exceeded my own belief, particularly on the only 
poffible routes of my retreat; and that thofe pofts were not taken up during my ftay 
at Saratoga, as has been reported, but fome of them previous to the aEtion of the 
7th, and the reil immediately after it. 

I !hall clofe the whole of this by delivering at your table, from the hands of my fecre
tary, an authenticated return of the force of General Gates, figned by himfelf, and the 
truth of it will be fupported from ocular teftimony, by every officer of the Britifh 
army. Many of them are now in England; and after what has been infinuated, not to fav 
charged in this Houfe, it becomes the duty of the accufers, not only to examine clofe1y 
the officers I have called, but to produce any other "\Vitne:tfes; that in their thoughts 
may be qualified to fpeak to the good or bad order of the rebel troops, when they 

. marched by in their prefence, and to their behaviour, when oppofed to our troops in 
2Ction. 

I cannot clofe this long trefpafs upon the patience of the committee, without ex .. 
preffing one humble hope, that in forming a judgm·ent upon the whole, or any diftinCl: 
part of thefe tranfaB:ions, they will be confidered as they muft have appeared at the 
time~ for, I believe, where war is concerned, few men in command would ftand ac-

quitted, 
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quitted, if any after.knowledge of facts and circumftances were brought in argument 
againft decifions of the n1omenr, and apparent exigencies of the occafion. 

I fubmit all I have faid, fome of it, I fear, not fufficiently prepared or arranged, 
with true refpeet to the committee. I fball not n1ention all the difadvantages, under 
which I have preffed this bufinefs upon their attention. I have caufe to regret the ab-
fence of a moft confidential friend in Major General Phillips; zeal-ous advocates, I 
truft, in Major General Reideiel and Brigadier Hamilton. Much of my vindication 
is in the grave with General Frafer; much with Colonel Ackland your late tnember. 
I truft 1ny zeal, in promoting this enquiry, as I have done, will be one mark of the 
fenfe I bear of the general charaCter of this houfe; that however n1en may be biaffed 
by political attachments upon common occafions~ when the honour of an individual is
committed to their hands, they will alone be guided by truth and juftice._ And the next· 
inference I ihould wifh to be drawn, from my earneftnefs for a public appeal, is this;, 
that however others !nay impute errors to my conducr, I am myfelf co.nfcious of the:: 
reCtitude of my intentions. 

DJ E V I-
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Jovis 20° die Ma.fj, I779· 

Committee to confider of the feveral Papers which were prefented to the 

Houfe by ¥r. De Grey, upon the I 9th Day of l\1arch lafi, purfuant to 

their Addrefs to his Majefty. 

Mr. F. Montagu in the Chair. 

StR Guy CARLETON was called in and examined by General Burgoyne as follows: 

1. '~ no you recolleEt having received a1~tter fron1 the fecret~ry. of ftate, m_ention

ing the reafons that made it expedtent for you to rema1n 1n the provmce of 

~. 

4· 

QEebec? 
A. Yes, very well. 
Q.. What was the date of it ? 
A. I think the 12th of Auguft, I 776-I am fure it was in Auguft. 

Q_ Was ·not the date of that letter long before the return of General Burgoyne from 

Canada to Great Britain ! 
A. Yes. 
0.:., During the winter, preceding the campaign of I 77 7, was not the artillery pre

pared at Montreal for field fervice, upon the fuppofition that you was to command 

the army beyond the frontiers of the province ? 
A. It was. 
Q.. Was the proportion allotted to General Burgoyne for field fervice more than 

was intended, had you fo commanded ? 
A. I don't ,precifely recolleCt that-It does not ftrike me there was any great dif .. 

ference: 
~ Was ihe 'quantity of artillery decided on in concert with-Major-General Phillip~, 

and on.his recommendation? , 

A. The artillery I had prepared for the campaign, on ~ fuppofition I was to go my

felf, was in concert with General Phillips. 'rhat deparfment, as well as others, was 

put under the command of General Burgoyne on his arrival ; and, I fuppofe, he fol

lowed the fame method fo far as regarded the artillery. 

,7• Q. Did General Burgoyne apply to you for troops from Canada to garrifon Ticon-

deroga when he advanced? 
A. He did . 

. 8. ·~ What was the purport of your anfwer ? 
A. That I did !lot think myfelf juftified to grant it by my orders-My anfwer will 

a,ppear more .precxfely by a co_py of my anfwer to General Burgoyne. 
·~Do 
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Q Do you recollect that General Burgoyne informed you of the motives on which '' 

he proceeded from Skenefborough to Fort Edward by land in preference to the route by 

Ticonderoga and Lake George ? 

A. I do. 
Q. Did you concur in his fentiments ? 10, 

A. I remember my anfwer was an anfwer of approbation. 

~Do you know of any circumftance of General Burgoyne's military conduct, 1 1 , 

while under your command, that you difapproved? 

A. I had no reafon to difapprove of any part of his conduCl: while under my com-

mand. 
[Withdrew. 

Again called in, and examined by other Members of the Committee. 

Q_ Whether, when you propofed to take that train of artillery with you that you I 2. 

have mentioned, it was with a view to the reduCtion of the forts at Ticonderoga; or 

whether you propofed to have taken with you the fame train of artillery in cafe you had 

1narched forward in the country toward Albany ? 

A. It was with an intention to reduce the forts and lines at Ticonderoga; the train 

of artillery was calculated for that fervice. 

Q, Whether you know what proportion of artillery was carried forward by the ar.. I 3• By Gen, 

n1y under General Burgoyne's command after the red utl:ion of Ticonderoga ? BQrgoyne. 

A. I don't recolletl:. _ 

Q_ Would you not, in cafe you had reduced Ticonderoga and marched forwards 14. 

towards Albany, have carried with you a train of field artillery ? 

A. I probably fhould have taken artillery ·with me. 

Q Had you forefeen a neceffity of fortifying a camp at Albany, would you not 15. 

have carried fome guns of the calibre of twelve pounders and light twenty-fours? 

A. It is really a very difficult matter off hand to run into all the minute operations 

of a campaign; every meafure of that fort mu a have been a matter of confideration 

and deliberation, and there are a thoufand circumfrances that might have determined 

rue l.lpon the fpot-I don't wifh to conceal from this Houfe any thing that I would 

have done-but I hope they will confider, that every gentleman may have different 

ideas of the ftate and fituation of the army, as expreffed by the queftion afked, and the 

leaft inaccuracy of expreffion on my part may convey ideas very different fr01n -what. 

I could wifh-In general, fo confiuerable a corps as that was, very feldom moves 

without artillery, but the precife number muft depend on a variety of circumfi:ances, 

which the difcretion and judgment of the officer whe> co1nmands mu(t determine. 

0: vVere not the orders you received from government pofitive, for General Bur- 16, 

goyne to march to Albany ? 

A. The orders have been publi.fhed I underftand-Every gentleman in this Houft: 

n1uft -be a judge of thofe orders whether they were pofitive or not. 

Q Did you not receive a letter, dated the sth of April, fi-om Sir \Villiam Ho we, I 7. 

informing you that he could not fend any force to affift the operations of General 

Burgoynt's army? 
A. I received a letter .from Sir William Howe relative to his operation~, a copy of 

which was fent to General Burgoyne-1 think it was not jull: in thofe terms, but a 

:eopy of the letter is on the table. 
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Q__ Whether on that information, you co?fidered .that you had any difcretionary 
power to detain General Burgoyne after that Information ? . 

A. Certainly not. . . . 
Q, vVhether in cafe of any difficulty that General Burgoyne mtght meet With on h1s 

march, there ·was any latitude given to him (General Burgoyne) to retreat ? 
A. I faid before, that the orders were before the Houfe, who are competent to 

judge on that point. , . 
Q:... Did you yourfelf underftand thofe oraers to General Burgoyne to b~ po?ttve ? 
A. T hat is giving an opinion upon what perhaps may be a qucft:on tn the 

Houfe; whereas I have already faid, the Houfe are as competent to Juege as I 
a1n. 

0.:.., Is the Committee to underftand from that anfwer, that you have any objeCtion 
of giving your opinion on that queftion ? 

A. I have an objetl:ion to give an opinion on altnoft all points. . 
Q_ Did you give it in ord.ers to General Burgoyne, in cafe he met with any diffi

culties during his march in Canada, under your command, not to proceed ? 
A. I 1hould have taken care that General Burgoyne met with no difficulties in 

his march in Canada ; nor do I well fee how he could. 
Q. Where do the boundaries of the province of Canada end ? 
A. Between the Illinois and Point au Fer. 
Q. Is the fortrefs of Ticonderoga in Canada ? 
A. No. 
~ Did your commiffion, as commander in chief of the troops in the northern 

divifion, extend beyond the boundaries of Canada (o Ticonderoga? 
A. '!'hat commiffion as commander in chief, I underftood, did extend fo far; 

but by the orders already alluded to, or by thofe which General Burgoyne brought out 
in the fpring 1777, I underftood that my command was reftrained to the limits of t4e 
province, and that General Burgoyne \Vas entirely from under my command, as 
foon as he paffed the limits of the province. 

0.:., Did you apply to the fecretary of ftate for a reinforcement of 4000 men,. 
as neceifary for the campaign of 17 7 7 ? 

A. I recolleCt when General Burgoyne was c01ning home in the fall of 1776, as· 
I :vas l?erfe~ly fatisfied with his condutl: in the preceding campaign, I talked over 
\Vlth h1m, l·n c~nfidence, vvha: I thou&ht necef.fary for the following campaign; 
~n1ong other thmgs I defired h1n1 to make a memorandum to demand 4000 men, as 
a reinforcement for the enfuing campaign, or at leaft for four battalions. I think 
I have feen. tho.fe memorandums were accurate! y ftated and laid before the 
Houfe. 

0.:: What part of that 4000 men which you thought neceifary for the campaign of 
1 7.7 7, \vas aetuall y fen t out to Canada in that year ? 

A. I do not accurately remember how many-! think a very fmall part-You may 
have a very precife account from the returns. 

Q__ Of that fmall part fent in 1 72 7, did not a. certain proportion ar.ri ve very late in 
the year? 

A. Yes, a part arrive.d late •. 
4 . Q~ After." 
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Q. After you had received your orders from the fectetary of itate, did yot1 appre.. 29• 
hend that General Burgoyne, as long as he was within the province of Canada, was 
pofitively under your command ? 

A. Yes, I did: as long as he was in the province of Canada, t looked 0n him to be 
pofiti~·ely under my command ; but the load of the expedition being on his :lhoul-
ders, I thought it proper that he, in all things fhould direCt ; and therefore I gave out 
immediate orders, that not only the troops he v1as to command out of ti1e pro
vince, but all the departments neceH~try for the affifting his expedition, ihould compl y 
immediately, and without delay, with every requifition and order he fhould give. 
The reafon of my doing fo vvas, that no time might be loft. I only required that 
they lhould report to me vvhat orders they had received from General Burgoyne. I 
believe thofe orders are alfo on the table. 

Q_ Will you explain to the Committee what you mean by the words, load of tbe 30. 
eJ..pedition lying on General BurgiVyne's Jboulders ? 

A. I had no particular n1eaning ; they are words I iliould have ufed on any expedi
tion of importance. 

Q, If General Burgoyne had met with very confide'rable di:fficu1ties to impede his 3 r.. 
progrefs within the province of Canada, ·would you hava thought yourfelf juil:ifi-
able in giving any orders to General ~urgoyne, different from thofe tranf1nitted to 
General Burgoyne, through you, from the fecretary of flate ? 

A. I-Iad there been any difficulties in Canada, I would not have given him up 
the command. 

Q_ Having given up the comn1and to General Burgoyne, and having ordered all j 2 • 

the troops to obey hirn, only reporting their proceedings to you, would you after 
that, have thought yourfelf jufrifiable to change the order to General Burgoyne, 
upon his meeting with great difficulties on the frontiers of the neighbouring pro;;. 
vinces ? 

A. I really did not mean to evade the quefiion in the lt~aft. It did not appear to me 
poffible that there could be any difficulties. I don't mean to fay there could not, from 
the nature of the country, be difficulties in the march that might occafion delay, but 
by the nature of the queftion I undedl:ood difficulties from the enemy. In that cafe 
I !hould not have thought n1yfelf juftifiable in giving up the command. 
~If you had heard, that on the frontiers, and within the province of Canada, 33• 

there was the greateft reafon to think, that the refifiance of General Burgoyne's army 
was fo great as to make it, in your opinion, exceedingly difficult for that General to 
force his way to Albany, would you think yourfelf jufiifiable in giving different or-
ders to General Burgoyne, from thofe given by the fecretary of ft~te ; oi' would you 
have thought the fecretary of ftate's orders for General Burgoyne's army fo peremp-
tory that it would not be proper for you to interfere? 

A. If I tmderftood the queftion as it no\v ftands, it is what I would have done, had 
the province _been invaded, or clofe on the point of being invaded, and the enemy 
entering the province. 
~The queftion does not mean an invading army, but a refiftance from the enemy 34• 

to the progrefs of General Burgoyne's army, in the cafe ftated in the laft quef
tion? 

A. In 
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A. In that cafe, that an enemy ihould be found (within the limits of my ~om

lnand) I lhould have ordered all the troops defiined for the defence of the provmce;. 

to have immediately joined thofe defiined for General Burgoyne, and have . re~ffum. 

ed the command of all, until thofe obfiructions had been removed, \V1th1n the 

limits of n1y authority. 
. 

Q_ Suppofe no enemy within the province of Canada, but .poHed tn. fuch. a manner 

upon the line of communication with Albany, ~s to make 1t exc~edmg d1fficu~t f~r 

General Burgoyne to obey the orders given to h1m, vvou1d you t?m~ yourfelf JUih

fiable in giving different orders to General Burgoyne, fron1 thoie g1v~n by the fe

cretary of fiate ; or vv-ou1d you have thought the fecretary of ftate's orders for 

?eneral Burgoyne's army fo peremptory that it would not be proper for you to 

Interfere? 
A. I could not change General Burgoyne's orders one tittle, that ':'as my opinion;, he 

received his orders frmn the fame power that gave me my authonty ; when once he 

palfed the limits of my command, I neither could give him orders, nor would he

be jufiified in obeying them. 

Q.._ Do you mean the latter part of that anfvver as an anfwen to a quefiion which, 

fuppofes General Burgoyne within the limits of the province of Canada ? 

A. No : while he \Vas within the limits of the pr0vince of Canada, I would 

have given General Burgoyne orders in all cafes of difficulty and danger. There 

being no fuch cafe when General Burgoyne arrived in Canada, in 1777, nor a pof

fibility of an event of that fort, I put the troops and all things under his corn ... 

mand, which concerned his expedition, that he might arrange and combine their 

motions according to his own plan of operation for the campaign, that no ti1ne might 

be loft by any unneceffary applications. to me, which the. ftric:t forms of my command 

might otherwife require. 
[Withdrew, .. 

Again called in. 

Q. Should you, if you had been in General Burgoyne's fituation, and aCting un.

der the orders which you know be received, have thouaht yo:1rfelf bound to 

ymrfue them implicitly, or at liberty to deviate from them ? 
0 

A. lihould certainly have thought my.felf bound to have obeyed them to the ut

mail: of my power; but, to fay as a military man, that in all cafes po.ffible, I 

muft have gone on, is a very nice thing to fay indeed; it muft ha:ve thro\vn me, and 

I fuppofe every officer, into a mofl: unpleafant and anxious fituation, to have de

bated_ within hit:1felf, \vhether he was or was not to go on. Every man muft decide 

for h1mfelf. What I would have done, I really do1.1't know; the particular fituation, 

and a man's O\vn particular feelings, muft determine the point. If I n1ight be indut

ged, I would beg leave to fay, that I did not mean to evade any queflion; I meant to 

anfwer directly; yet queilions may b~ put to me, of fo delicate a nature, and perhaps. 

no rn~n in the world is in a n1ore delicate fituation, with refpeet to the prefent cafe in 

quefhon, and the bufi.nefs of this Committee, than I am; when fuch quefiions are 

put to me, I fhall pray the indulgence of the Committee, to be excufe-d anfwering 

3 ~em 
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them, hut I will not evade then1. As I now underfiand the meaning of the right 
honourable member in the former quefiions to be, Whether I fhould have taken 
upon 1ne to fuperfede the King's orders, fuppofing I knew of any unfurmountable 
difficulties in the way, as that I had information of zo,ooo men at Ticonderoga, 
before General Burgoyne left the province of Canada, I fhould have told General 
Burgoyne my information ? But it was General Burgoyne who was to carry the 
orders into execution, and not 1ne, and therefore it was upon his o·wn judgment he 
was to determine ; I fhould have given him my opinion, but I think I had no right 
to give him orders under thofe circumfiances. 
~Who was it that made the arrangement and diftribution of the troops that 38. 

'''ere to be left for the defence of Canada, independent of thofe under the command 
of General Burgoyne? 

A. The orders that are before the Houfe are very full, and I thought very clear. 
The Committee will fee in thofe orders the troops that were deftined for General 
Bur~oyne's expedition, and the troops that \Vere to remain for the defence of the 
provmce. 
~Who made that diihibution ? 39· 
A. It came to me from the fecretary of ftate. 
~ Did not the orders from the fccretary of ftate go to the detail of the fmalleft 40. 

pofts within the province? 
A. The letter is before the Cmnmittee. 
~efiion repeated. 
A. I fuonld beg for the letter to be read; I don't wiih to avoid any quefiion, but 41. 

I wiih to be accurate. 
Q, Was the diftribution of the troops prefcribed to you by the fecretary of fiate, or 42. 

left to your difcretion ? 
A. In mentioning the number of troops which were to remain in that province, it 

1.vas there faid that thofe troops would be fufficient for garrifoning fuch and fuch 
places, particularizing the1n. 

Q. Did you ever know an inftance, in your military life, of a minifter making a 43• 
rlifiribution of troops for the defence of a province, without taking the opinion or 
leaving a great deal to the difcretion of the governor of that province, that governor 
being an acting military officer of very high rank? 

A. I never had the honour to correfpond with a fecretary of fiate till I vvas ap
poin-.ed to the cmnmand of that p,rovince. 

0.:_ Whether you . \Vas confulted upon the practicability of penetrating from the 44· 
frontiers of Canada to Albany by force, with the firength allotted to General Bur
goyne for that purpofe ? 

A. No; I was not. 
0.:_ Are you acquainted with the paifage from Nevv York to Canada by the H ud- 45· 

fon's River. 
A. I ha-ve gone that \\'ay. 
Q. Have you obferved it with a vie\V to tnilitary operations ? 4.6. 
A. No; I never made the tour having any military operations in V1Cvv. 

E . Are 
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Q. Are you acq_u<;.inred \Vith the forces which Sir \i\"'tlllam £-lowe had t..lnder h1s 

i~mmediate- command at and about Ne\V York, on the I)th of July, 1777? 

A. I am n0t. 
~ SulJpofing Sir \"Villiam Ho\\·e 

1 

had 12,oo_o effeCtive m-en, b_efid~.:s a fuffic!.en; 

force lodoecl in New York, Sr-atcn li1~111d, and Long I-iland, to defend them CJgatni~ 

Generc.l \v~l{hi'ngton~s army, fnppof1ng General \V'afhington''s army in the Jerfies, near 

Quibble '1 ·own,and tbat Sir \Villiam 1-lo\n~ had received accounts of Genera~ Bu rgoyne's 

fuccefs at Ticonderoo-a and was acquainted ·with the orders under whtch General 

Burgoync acted;.. is it' your opinion that the bet1 move-ment Si-r William I-IowC' 

c·Juld have made for th.e purpofes of forwarding the execution of the orde-rs, under 

v;rhich General Burgoyne'acred, \vould have been to h-a\·e failed ·with his army from 

New York to Cbefapeak Bay? 
A. Had I had the honour to have commanded on that fiae, I do not know \vhat 1 

Jhould-ha.ve done myJelf. 
~After you received the letter f-rom Sir \Villiam Ho\ve, informing you of his

intended ex.pedition to , the fouth \Vard, v;,.rbether you did expetl: that Sir Willian1.. 

Howe's army cuu,ld co7operate on tbe HudJon's R.iver \vith- the. northern· a-rmy_ that 

kafun~ · · 
A. I don't kno\V. 
~Whether you thought, after the receipt of that letter, that ir- was probable: 

there '\vould be a co-operation from the fonrhern army? 
A. I took it for granted, that Sir \Villiam I-Iowe knew what he \vas about, and 

·wou1d do \Vhat he thought · beft for the public fervice. I really vvas fo little in

forn1ed CJf a11 the particular circumftance_s of his fituation and of the provinces under. 

his- command, that t could form no judgmen-t of the propriety or impropriety of his 

eo ndufr, or of the effeB:s of bis n1eafures. 
Q... Did your information lead you to believe, that the inhabitants beHveen Sara

toga and Albany, vvere fo \\'ell affeCted to his tv1a_le!l:y and G-reat Britain, as that 

there would be much advantage derived from their affiil:ance .to the King's army in: 

the profecution of General B.urgoyne's expedition ? 
A. t had frequent accounts fron1 that part of the country, that there \Vere numbers

ready to take arms anJ join the K.ing's troops if they fhould penetrate fo far. 

~Do you n1e.an, by penetrating jo jar, to Albatiy, or to · the length the army 

got? 
A. Tbe whole extent of the. inhabited country, . according to the information., 

brought to nw. 
- ~ H ad you no information that a formidable militia mia-ht be raifed in tha~ 

country to oppcfe his Majefty's arms? o . 

A. Yes ; I had fuch information. 
-· o.:_ ~;d you think that the force ·whic-h (i.eneral Burgoyne carried w·ith him from 

11conoeroga to\vards Albany was fuffi:::ient to oppofe fuch force? 

A. I really mu!l: beg leave to be exc_ufed anfwering that· queftion. 

0.:.. If you had been confuited refpecting General Burgoyne's expedition, knowing 

the nature ~f ~hat country, an? the fotce - General Burgoyne had, \V0uld you. or 

not have adv1feo fuch an e_nterpnze ? 
A.lf 
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A. If I had had the honour to comm:tnd in that campa1gn as l h.ad in the former, 

I don't precifely know what I fhould have done mr fcl f. 

~Did you give any advice for etnploying tht 1~1 \'ages? 

A. 1 don't re('ollect that 1 faid any thing about then1 . 

Jovis 27° die Maii, I779· 

'EARL of BALCARRAs called in and examined by General Burgoyne .. 

Q. IN what'fiation did your Lordibip ferve in the campaigns in America, in I 776, r. 

and 1777 ? 
A. I commanded the Britifh light infantry. 
0.:., Was the -Britifu l~gbt infantry continually attached to the corps under the 2~ 

·command of Brigadie-r General Frafer ·? 
A. Yes. 
0.:., Had you occafion to obferve that General Bm:goyne and General Frafet lived 3· 

together in friendihip and confidence? 
A. Yes, 1 had. 
~Had you reafon to believe that 'General Frafer ·was confulted by Genaral Bur- 4· 

·goyne in all material operations ·? 
A. I had reafon to believe that General Frafer was confulted in many material 

'-operations. 
Q__ Does yout Lordfhi p knovv or believe that the proportion of artillery, at- 5. 

tached to General Frafer's corps through the whole can1paign, was according to his 

·-requifitions and defires ? 
A. I underftood from General Frafer, that the prbportion of ·artillery allotted to 

l1im was agreeable to his own requifitions. 
'Q:.. Do you recolleCt the number of 'killed and ·wounded in General Frafer's corps, 6~ 

;at the affair of Huberton ~ 
A. I don't recolleCt exatlly; I think it was about I 50. 
Q._ What was your opinion of the behaviour of the enemy on that day? 7; 
A. Circumftanced as the enemy was, as an army very hard preffed in their retreat, 

they certainl y behaved with great gallantry. 
~ vVas it praCticable, the nature of the country, the fatigue of.the King's tro(')ps, B. 

the care of the '\Vounded, and other circumftances confidered~ to have purftied the 

'enemy farther after that aCtion ? 
.A. It was not 

E-2 ~Do 
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Q.: Do you recolleCt on what day General Frafer's corps re'joined the army at 

Skenelborough ? 
A. On the 9th of July; I think that it was on that day. 

Q. On what day was the aCtion at Huberton? 

A. Qn the ;th of July. 
Q. D.o you recoiled: the difficulties of re1noving the wounded from Huberton to 

the hoCpit~l at Ti~onderoga? . 
1 

• • 

A. From the dd1ance arrc.l badnefs of the roads, the dtfficu1t1es attendmg, the re-

n1oving of the hofpital mutt have been very great. 

~Was it practicable, unlefs the wounded had been left expofed to the enemy~-

to have rejoined the arn1 y fooner ? 
A. It \vas not. 
Q_ Does your Lordlhip recollect how the army was employed between that time 

and the 1narch to Fort Edv.rard? 
. A. The Britiih \vere employed in opening the country and making roads to Fort 

Anne ; the Gern1ans under General Reidefel were detached about fourteen n1iles to 

the left. 
Q. Do you recolleCt the poft the enen1y abandoned upon the afcent from the 

Low Country to the Pitch Pine Plains, in the march from Fort Anne to Fort Ed

·ward? 
A. I do recolleCt fuch. a place. 
Q_ Had the enemy maintained their ground on that poft, do you apprehend 

that a confiderable portion of artillery would have been neceflary to diilodge 

·them? 
A. Artillery would certainly have been of gre~t ufe to di:flodge the enemy. 

Q. Did you ever fee an inHance, during your fervice in _Ainerica, that the rebels. 

continued twenty-four hours on the fame place without entrenching; and was it not 

alfo their general praCtice to add abbaties to their entrenchments ? 

A. The rebels were always indefatigable in fecuriug themfel ves by entrench'!'" 

ments, and in general they added an abbatis to thofe entrenchments. 

o..:._ Do you reme1nber the pofition the enemy abandoned at Schuyler's· Hland? 

A. I do remember to have paffed fuch an po11: once .. 

Q., Does you Lordfhip think that pofition could have been forced without a 

numerous artillery or heavy lofs? 

A. I do not think it could'. 

~From the nature of that country, do you think that poft could have been 

turned? 
A. Not without greatly rifquing the boats and portable magazines .. 

Q. I: it po~ble at a.ny time i~ that country, and with a fmall army, to quit 

the navi.gablt; n~e~·s, \Vtthout leavmg the boats and portable n1agazines ex-pofed ? 

A. I tmagme 1t IS not .. 

Q_ Did you live in habits of intimacy and communication with General Frafer? 

A. I did. . 

0:_ "Yas General_ F~afer of .a war.mth and opennefs of temper that generally 

made htm commumcattve , of hts fentlments, when they differed from the fentiments 

of thofe with whon1 he aCted? 
A. General 
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A. General Frafer's te1nper \Vas \Varm, open, and c01nmunicative, but referved in 

matters of confidence. 
Q. Did you ever hear General Frafer exprefs difapprobation of the meafure of paf- 2 3• 

fing Hudfon's River? 
A. I never did. 
Q. Was not a bridge · conftrufted of rafts, and fon1e boats thro\vn over that 24. 

river, a little before the time of the attack on Bennington? 

A. There was. 
Q Did not General Fra[er's corps pafs the river by that bridge, and take poft on 25. 

the heights of Saratoga ? 
A. It did. 
Q._ Do you remember that bridge being carried away by the torrents and bad 26. 

weather, \vhereby the communication was cut off between that corps and the main 

body of the army ? 
A. I do. 
Q. \\T as General Frafer's corps recalled after that aCtion, and obliged to repafs 17 .. 

the river in boats and fco·wls? 

i'l. It \Vas. 
Q.. Do you remember General Frafer expreffing his farrow for being obliged to re- 2s .. 

turn back over the Hudfon's River ? 

A. I remember General Frafer tnentioning it with regret. 

Q. Had the rear guard of General Frafer's corps been attacked during that paf- 29• 

fage over the river, \vould not a po\verful fire of artillery from the oppofite ibore 

have been of great ufe, if not the only means of protecting them? 

A. If the enemy had attacked General Frafer, they \Vould have found him in a 

very bad pofiure ; it \vas im poffible to take a better, and, as-they could not be fup

ported by the line, the only means of fafcty mufi have - been to get under cover of 

the fire of our artillery. 
~Was there not an expeCtation and impatience of the troops in general to pafs 30· 

Hudfon's River, and advance on the enemy? 

A. There was. 
Q Was there not a general confidence and alacrity on the occafion ? 

A. There was. 

I . . 

Q. From thefe circumO:ances, and your other knowledge of the army, do you not 32. 

believe that to have tnade no further attempt on the et emy \\·ou1d h2ve caufed tlif

appointment and dejection in the troops, and refleCtions on the general ? 

A. The troops were in the higheft fpirits, and '':iil1ed to he led on. 

Q Does your Lordthip recolleCt the march up to the cnen1y on the 1norning of 33• 

the 19th of September ? 
A. I do. 
~ Was the combination of the march fuch, as, that not\Yithll:anding the paf- 3.P 

fage of the ravines and the thicknefs of the ,,-oods, the column of Gener.al Frafer's 

march, and that of the Britifh line, led by General Burgoyne, ''ere in a fituation to 

fupport each other, and fpeedily to forn1 in line of bat tle , at the time the enemy be-

gan the attack ? . After 
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.A. After the columns had paifed the ravines, they arrived .at their refped:ive 

pofts with great precifion in point of time, and every fortunate .cucumfrance attend-

ed the forming of the line. 
Q_ f-Jovv long did that action laft? . 

A. The Britilh \'VCre attacked partially about one o'clock. T~e acbon was gene-

ral at three, and ended at ·{even o'clock. 
~ From the nature of the c;:mntry, was it poffible to d~[cern the enemy's pofi

tion or movements, to form any JUdgment vd1at att acks \Yere m force, and what were 

feints? 
A. I think not. 
Q... Did \VC remain m afters of the field gf battle ·~? 

A. ·V.fe did. 
'~-Had the field of battle been V\·ell difputed by the enemy ? 
A. The enemy behaved with great obftinacy and courage. 

Q_ \N as it too dark to purfue with effeCt at the time the action ended ? 

A. ~<It \vas. 
Q_ Did the King~s troops ta'ke up ground nearer to ·the enemy, the morning after 

the acrion? 
A. It was rather nearer to the enemy. 
Q. How near were the out-pofts of General Frafer's corps to the out-pofts of tl1e 

enemy from that time to the action of the 7th of_ Ocrober? 

A. I ihould imagine within half a mile. 
Q_ From the nature of the country, and the fituation of the enemy's out-pofu, 

'vas it poffible to reconnoitre their pofition ·? 
A. Frmn the nature of the country, the difficulties attending reconnoitering muft 

have been very great. 
,Q__ Were not the riflemen, and other irregulars, employed by the enemy at out-pofrs 

and on fcouts, an overmatch for the Indian or provincial troops that were with the 

army at that time? 
A. They were. 
Q_ Was not General Frafer's- corps continually at '~rork during the interval above· 

mentioned, in fecuring their own pofis, and opening the front to oppofe the 

enemy? 
A. They 'vere . 

. Q__ After General Frafer received his wound, on the ,7th .of OB:ober, on whom 

d1d the command of his corps devolve! 
A. On n1e. 
Q W.as you in a fituation on that day., to ob.ferve .-t-he genera-l difpofition of the 

army, made by General Burgoyne, previous to the aCtion ·? 

A. I ren1em~er two redoubts having been ereCted on the left, to cover the 

b?ats and prov1fions to enable General Burgoyne to make .a detachinent from 

h1s army. 

Q \.Vas you in a fituation to obferve the dif_pofition made immediately btfoJ.e 

the attack by the enemy ? 

A. I only recollect the fituation of .the two battalions of the advanced 
~corps.. · 

Q.. After 
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Q After the retreat to the lines, were the lines attacked, and with what de- -1- • 

gree of vigour ? 
A. The lines were attacked, and \Vith as much fury as the fire of fma:.l arms can 

admit. 
Q l)oes your Lord !hip retnem ber that part of the lines where you commanded, 49· 

being vifited by General Burgoyne during the attack? 

A. I don't recolleB to have feen General Burgoyne. 

Q_ Was the cannon of great ufe in the repulfe of the enemy in your pofr ? 5o·. 

A. Of very great ufe. 
~Do you think that pofi: would have been tenable next morning, the enemy sr.-

having poffeffion of Colonel Brien1en's poft ? . 

A. I do not think it \Vould. 
Q Would the pofleffion of the poi1 by the enemy, together with the pofft=f- 52 • 

fion of Colonel Briemen's pofis;, have laid open the flank and rear of the camp of 

the line ? 
A. It would. 
Q__ \V,. as the retreat in the night, and the new di(pofition of thew hole army made 5 S· 

in good order and without lofs ? 

A. It v;as. 
~Did the army remain under arn1s, and in momentary expectation of battle, 54· 

the whole of the day of the 8th? 

A. It did. 
Q Do you remember the COLfufion and difficulties attending the line of baggage ss)>-. 

in the retreat, in the night of the 8th ? 

A. I do. 
et \Vas not the retreat neverthelefs made in g.0od order by the. troops, and 56. 

without lols ? 
A. It was. 
~ Does yonr Lordfnip remember the weather, the ftate of the roads, the ftate 57· 

of the cattle, and the difficulty of palling the Fifh Kiln, in the retreat to Saratoga, 

in the day and night of the 9th ? 

A. It rained inceffantly, confequently the roads were bad; the cattle were nearly 

H~n;ed for -vvant of torage, and the bridge over the Fifh 1\:.ill had been deitroyed by 

the enemy; tbe troops were obliged to ford the river. 

~ Had there been no enemy to oppole us, or no bridges or roads to repair, would 5~. 

jt have been poi11ble, fr01n the ftate of the fatjgue of the troops, to have continued 

the march farther immediately after the arrival at Saratoga ? 

A. The troops were greatly fatigued, and the artillery had been left on the other flde 

of. the Fifh Kill. 
(t., Why were they left on the ether fide of the Filh Kill? 59· 

A. The bridge had been dd1:royed by the enemy ; it was exceeding dark, and I do 

not know whether the ford was paifable for the artillery without being firft exa

n1ined. 
Q, Do you remember the enemy opening a battery on the oppofite fide of Hudfon's 6o .. 

:River, and the circumftances attending the o.pening.th.at battery ? 
A. The 
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A. 'The corps I cotnmanded was <Jt that . time pofted, and they f3. red on us at that 

time, but I do not know from what direction . . 
~ D oes yo~r Lordlhip remember t~e i11ot from that battery gomg over the table 

whe n you and ieveral officers were at dmner? . 
A . I did not dine with G ene ral Burgoyne that day-1 recolletl: heanng a cannon 

fl1ot had difco_mpofcd the company at the g~neral's cable. , 
~ Confequently muit not that battery have commanded the ford over the Hudfon s 

Hiver? 
.A. I believe I f:tid , I did not recolleCt frorn what direction the f11ot came, but they 

ball a battery \\.hi eh commanded that ford. . 
Cl_ Do you :-ecolleet on \\hat day you was calkd , With other commanders of corps, 

to the flrH: council of war? 
A. On the 13 th of October. . . . 
Q_, Was there a fpot in the ·whole pofinon to be found for holdmg that counctl, 

rhich was not expoied to cannon or rifle-fho t ? 
A. \Ve were not fo fortuna te as to find one. 
Q_, Do you recolleCt thut General Burgoyne, after ftating to the council the difficul

ties of the fituation, declare, that nothing fuould induce him to propofe terms to the 
enemy without the general concurrence of the generals and field officers of the army, 
and that he was ready to take the lead i~ any meafure that they fuould think for the 
honour of the Britifh arms, or words to that effeCt ? 

A. I remember words to that effeCt. 
Q. \V as the concurrence unanimous for treating on honourable terms ? 
A. I hope I ihall ftand juftified with the members of that council, when I have the 

honour to declare to this Houfe, that our fituation appeared to them fo decided as not 
to admit of one diifenting voice. 
~When Colonel Kingfton brought back the firft propofition, wherein ·jt was fpe

cified by Major G eneral Gates, that the army iliould lay down their arms in their 
entrenchments and furrender prifoners of war, does your Lordihip remember, that 
General Burguyne, when he read them to the council, declared, he would not fet his 
hand to thofe conditions, or words to that effett ? 

A. I think the words of the propofal from General Gates were, That the Britifh 
army fhould be ordered, by \vord of command from their adjutant general, to lay 
down their arms in the entrenchments. It was rejeB:ed with difdain by General Bur
gone, and the council concurred in his indignation. 

0.:_ Were the counter propofals, penned by General Burgoyne, unanimou!l.y ap
proved? 

A. They were. 
~When thofe propofals had been agreed to by General Gates, but copies not 

~gne? by either party, do you remember General Burgoyne informing the council of 
1~telhgence he had received from a fpy in the night, and fubmitting to their confidera
tlon, ~hether it was confiftent with public faith, and if fo, expedient to fufpend the 
execution of the treaty and truft to events ? 

A. I do remember it. 
Q. Does your Lordfhip recollefr what was the refult of that confideration ? 

3 A, The 
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A. The determination of the council, on the queftion being put, was, that the pu
blic faith \Vas bona fide plighted. 

o..:__ Though that was the opinion of the majority, was there not a difference of opi- 7 r., 
nion in the council ? 

A. There was. 
~Were the opinions of the feveral commanding officers afked refpetl:ing the eo~- 7z.. 

dition of their refpetl:ive corps, and what might be expected from them feverally ill' 
defperate cafes? 

A. It was. 
Q_ Was there not on that queftion alfo difference of opinion ? 7 3• 
A. There was. 
Q: After the Convention took place, did your Lordfl1ip fee the army of General 7 4~ 

Gates pafs in review before General Burgoyne and General Phillips ? 
A. I did. 
Q. From the manner and {ilence of their march, the order obferved in keeping 7 5• 

their divifion5, and an apparent attention to their offioers, did that army appear 
difciplined ? 

A. They marched in good order and were filent, and feemed to pay attention to 
their officers. Thefe are e1fential points of difcipline, but I faw nothing farther 
of it. 

Q From the general behaviour of the rebel troops in the different acrions in which 7 6~ 
you was prefent in the courfe of the campaign, did you think them difciplined and 
refpe8able troops ? 

A. When I anfwered the laft queftion, I fpoke to the manreuvre I faw upon the fpot. 
At all times when I was oppofed to the rebels, they fought with great courage and 
obftinacy. 

Q,: Judging by your eye, and the time the rebel army was marching in review, 77. 
did you form any judgment of their number ? 

A. It requires great experience to make a computatiot1 of numbers by feeing t.hen1 
pais : as far as I could judge on the occafion, they feemed to me to amount to thir
teen or fourteen thoufand rank and file under arms. 

Q_, Has your Lordfhip reaf.on to know or believe, that the troops that pa£fed in re- 7~. 
view were exclufive of thofe corps that had been pofted on the other fide of the Hud
fon's River? 

.A. They \Vere exclufive of thofe c-orps. 

Examined by other Members of the Co;nmittee and 'by General Burgoyne ·occafionalh'· 

Q What was the general opinion of the army of G~neral Burgoyne's behaviour 79· 
in aClion and in difficulty ? 

A. It appeared to me, that General Burgoyne always po:lfdfed himfelf in every 
£tuation of danger and difficulty, and, I may venture to fay, it appeared fo tQ the 
army. 
• <t_ Had General Burgoyne the confidence of the anny? So .. 

A. He had. 
Q After the arrival of the troops at Cambridge, ·were the officers and foldiers of 8r. 

F the 
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the army fati~GeJ with the general's efforts to contribute to their con1fort, and redrefs 

their gri.~vances ? 
.A. They v. (;re. 
Q_ \Vas the army fatisficcl with t~e general's behaviour at the court. martial held an 

Culonel Henle} ? 
A. He carried on that profecution in perfon, and as fuch they were fatisfied with 

him. 
Q_ Did yot1r Lordfhip ever hear any officer or foldier of that army exprefs al}y diffa. 

tisfad:ion at the general's returning to England ? 
A. I did not. 
~Does your Lord!hip think that the officers of that army wifh to have their re. 

fpechve merits fbted to their Sov-ereign, by the general in perfon who ·had the honour 

of commanding them ? 
A. It was the wifh of that army that Geneml Burgoyne fhould go to Europe, to 

jt1ftify not on]y his own conduCt, but the condud of the army he c<,mtJ.1anded. 

Q Does your LorcHhip apprehend, that the return of General Burgoyne to that 

army, undc-r perfonal difgra~e, and without any diihibution of prefern"ent among the 

diftingmfhed officers of that army, would be any fort of confolation to the troops 

under captivity ? 
A. General Burgoyne, at all times,_ fhared the dangers and afflictions of that army 

in common ''Tith every foldier; as fuch they looked on him as their friend, and cer

tainly would have received hirn in perfon, or any accounts of him, with every mark 

of affeCtion. 
~Your Lordfhip having faid that if the rebels had maintained their poft, at the 

afcent from the Low Countries to the Pitch Pine Plains, in the march from Fort Anne 

to Fort Edward, artillery would have been of grc-at ufe to dif1odge them ; will your 

Lord:fhip fay what kind of artillery, of what calibre, would ' have been neceifary for 

that purpofe? 
A. Any of the artillery officers now under the order of the l-Iotlfe can give a much 

more fatisfaB:ory anfwer to that queftion than I poffibly can. 

~ Did you fee that poft ? 
A. I think I faid I did fee ir. 
Q.. vVith what kind of work was that poft fortified ? 
A. I fpoke of it merely ti·om its Gtuation. 
~ Were there then any works or none ?-

A .. I don't recolleCt there were any works . 

. C( If the arn1y, after taking Ticonderoga, had been embarked, and proceeded 

directly to South Bay, would there have been any occafion to have attacked the poft at 

Pitch Pine Plains at all ? 
. A. The a~my did proceed by South Bay, excepting a qetachment of General Frafer's 

corps, and fome Germans to fupport him; and the army affembled at Skenefborouah 

on the 9th or Ioth of July. b 

Q \V:as it neceffary to go to the poft at Pitch Pine Plains, in order to go to South 

Bay? 
A. They had no fort of connection with each other. 

<Z._ Might not the army have proceeded to Fort Edward and omitted the attack of 

that pafs, fuppofing it had been meant to be defended? ' 
A. There 
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A. There were t\VO routes to Fort Edward. General Burgoyne might frill go the 
fame route without any neceffity of attacking that poH:, as there might have been 
many different ways of diflodging the enemy fro.n that pofr without attacking it. 
~In how m·any inftances do you remember the rebels defending their entrench- 93. 

ments after they had made them? 
A. 'vVe never got a v~e\v of any of their entrenchments but fuch as they had 

voluntarily abandoned. 
Q. Is it then to be underftood that they never defended any entrenchments ? 94· 
A. Thev never did. 
Q... Did you ever hear General Frafer exprefs his approbation of the palling of the 9 5· 

·Hudfon's River ? 
A. I neverdid. 
Q_ Did you ever hear General Frafer exprefs his approbation of the Bennington 96. 

expedition ? 
A. That detachment \Vas made, and the bufinefs concluded, before I ever heard of 

the projeCt or execution. 
Q Have you occauon to know, when the firft detachment was fent out under Co- 97· 

lonel Baume, where tbey were ordered to rejoin General Burgoyne, after they had per
.formed the fervice they were fent on? 

A. I don't know. 
Q... Whether, in your Lordfhip's . opinion, after the lofs the rebels had fu!tained over 

9
s. 

night, in the aCtion of the r 9th of September, if they had been attacked bri:lkly at 
break of day, the next day, there was a probability that they could have ftood their 

ground? 
A. I have not hditated to give an opinion upon fuppofed ·matters, which muft have 

been attended with evident and demonfirable confequences; but I beg the indulgence 
of the Houfe in declining to give any opinion upon any queftion relative to [peculation 
or judgment. Had any general officer of that army under General Burgoyne been 
prefent in this country, I fhould have confined myfelf merely to the manreuvres of the 
..corps I commanded. As there is no general officer here, I wifh to give this Houfe 
every information confiftent with my rank in the army. 

Q__ Had you any information that might indicate to you that the rebels \Vere pre- 99• 

pared to decamp after the acr.ion of the I 9th of September? 
A. I was ignorant of any fuch intelligence being received. 
Q. Had you any information of their baggage being packed up ? 100, 

A. I have already anfwered, that I had no information at all about it. 
Q. In the action of the 7th of OCtober, on which fide did the rebels force our lines 101~ 

and nuke a lodgement? 
.l\.. The lines to the ·right were ftormed and carried. 
\~ Were the lines attacked to the left? I o2. 

A. 'To the left of that poft they were, but not to the left of the army. 
Q:.., Did not the poffeffion of Fort Ed \Yard, and the country thereabouts, cut off I o 3· 

the retreat of any garrifon that might have been in Fort George? 
A. It undoubtedly did. 
~Had the army proceeded to For~ George by Ticonderoga and Lake George, IO.f. 

might not the enemy have remained at Fort George till the trenches \vere opened, 
..and have {till had their retreat fecure ? 

Fz A. That 

3i 
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A. That is a matter of opinion upon fpcculatio~. . . . . 
105. ~Do you not think ~hat the Briti~b army, bemg well provided With artillery, was 

a probable reafon for their not defendmg entrenchments ? 
A. 1"'he reafon they did not defend their entrenchments was, that they always 

marched out of them and attacked us. 
Io6. Q. Does your Lordfhip think it would have been advifeable, in point of prudence, 

or juft to brave troops, who had fuffered fevere lofs, to attack an enemy the morning 
after that lofs, po!led within entrenchn1ents, which it was impoffible to recon

. ~ noJtre. . 
A .. That atter_11pt was tried on the 7th of OCtober, and did not fucceed. 

107.. Q Were not the enen1y reinforced between the ~9th of September and the 7th of 

October? 
A. I think it is likely they were. 

1 o8. Q_, Were they likely to be in better fpirits to repel an attack the day after they had 
been r.epulfed with great lofs, or when they had been reinforced, and feen an army lie 

three weeks inaEti ve in their camp ? 
A. I do not judge of the fpirit of the enemy but when I was oppofed to them 

myfelf. 
109... Q On the fi.rft day of t:he action, when the enemy was repulfed on the 19th of 

September, had not our army fuffered very confiderably ? 
A .. They fuffered very confiderable lofs. 

1 10,_ ~ vVas not the army recreited, and in better order,. on the 7th of October, than. 
they were on the 20th of September? 

A •. Numbers of the men who had been wounded and difabled in the action of the 
1'9th, joined their corps on the 7th of OCtober. 

1 ll,.. Q Was the behaviour of the enemy, oppofed to your Lordihip, in the aCl::ions you 
have teen~ fuch as to. make them contemptible in the eye of a foldier? 

A. 1 have already mentioned, that: they fought at all times with courage and ob. 

ftinacy. 
11.2.. ~Whether the behaviour of the enetny was fuch as to make advantao-es obtained 

by them over his Majdl:y's troops more humiliating and difgraceful to the Britifh arms 
than the fame adv:antages obtained by an equal number of any other troops?. 

A. I myfelf felt more humiliation until I confidered that thofe advantages proceeded
from the nature of the countty, and not from. the ·want, of zeal. or qravery in the Bri
tifh troops. 

1 1 3· Q. W'hether the-enemy's troops were fuch bad troops as to n1ake it more di(o-raceful 
to have an advantage obtained by, them over the King's troops than by the like ~umber 
of any other enemy over a like number of his Majeftv's , troops in the fame circum• 
ftances of country? ·· · 

J:· The adva?tages gained . by the rebels over the Britifh troops proceeded from 
thetr local fituatlon, and not from the want of courao-e in the Britifh troops. We 

were taught by experience that neither their attacks nor refiftance was to be de

f:pifed. 
1 I-4~ 0.:.,. Did you ever ferve againft any other troops ? 

A. I con1n1enced my fervice in America~. 
Q. Whether 

.'i 
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Q_ \Vhether the army-under General Burgoyne, in general, expected co-operation 

in their efforts to go to Albany, from the army under the command of Sir \Villiam 

I-Iowe? 
A. General Burgoyne gave it OlJt in general orders, that he had every re.afon to 

believe that powerful arn1ies \l\'ere acting in co.operation with the army he had the 

honour to con1mand. 
Q.. Do you know at what tin1e that order was given out? 

A. The adjutant general's books will ihew it: I think it was about the 3d of 

OB:ober. 
~Does your Lordihip believe that if the army under General Howe had co

operated up the North River with the army under General Burgoyne, that the 

army under General Burgoyne would have been obliged to have made the convention 

it did? 
A. That is a matter of judgment. The army looked forward to that co-operation, 

which they were led to underftand,. by the orders General Burgoyne had given out, 

with pleafure. 
o.:_ What was the general opinion of the officers of the army in which you ferved, 

on that fubjeet of co-operation ? 
A. I do not think my rank in the army entitles me to give my opinion on that fub. 

jett ; I ihall frill lefs prefume to give that of others. 
[Withdrew": 

Then he was called in again, and feveral parts of the examination, particularly that 

which immediately follows the place where it is faid that his Lordfuip was exarnined 

by other members of the Committee,. were read,. and then the }aft queftion which was 

put to his Lord!hip immediately before he withdrew, was repeated, with this addition,. 

"' To the beft of your recollection and information." 
A. I have already declined anfwering that queftion •. 
~ Whea did you firfl: know that there was to be no co.operation from General 

Howe's army, and that Sir William Howe had carried his army to Cbefapeak 

Bav? 
A. I did not kno\v that we were to- expetl: no co.operation, until after the con

vention was figned. 
0.:. \Vhen did you firft hear that Sir William Howe was gone to the fouth

ward? 
A. It was reported fo in the army about the beginning of the campaign, before 

·we croffed the river. 
~ When \Vas that report firfl confinned fo as to n1ake it a matter of belief ? 
A. I never kne'\V it ·was confirmed at all .. 
Q Whether you yourfelf \Vas not furprifed or difappointed, or both, wl\en you 

£rll underftood that there was not to be any co-operation from Sir \Villiatn Howe, 

but that Sir \Villiam Howe's army was gone to Chefapeak Bay ? 
[Withdrew. 
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.Ag-ain called zn. 
~ \"Vhether you yourfelf was furprifed or difappointed, or both, vvhen you 

·firfi beard that Sir \"Vjlliam Htnve's army \vas gone to Chefapeak Bay ? 
A. I neither kne\v the objeCt of the campaign nor its expeCtations, and there-

fore cannot fpeak to any manccuvre of which I could not knowr the tendency.. . 
Q Did the army in general exp.refs themfelves pleafcd at the nevvs of S1r Wil

liam Howe's beino- gone to Che{apeak Bay? 
A. The anfy~;er

0 

to the laft qutfiion, as it relates to me in particular, relates to 

then1 in general. . . . . 
Q Whether your Lordfh1p, as a matter of fafr, m the confideratwn you had m 

the army, on the news of Sir William Howe's being gone to Chefapeak Ra;> 
heard thofe you converfed \\-ith exprefs thcmfelves pleaf.:d, or talk of that expedi
tion to Chefapeak, as a powerful co-operation with General Burgoyne ? 

A. I think that queftion is fully anfwered in the t\VO preceding ones. 
Q Whether yo.u did .not think General Ho\ve's fighting G·eneral Wafhington's 

grand army, at the battle of Brandywine, was a very capital co-operation \Vith the 

army under ·Gener:1l .B,urgoyne-! 
A. I was not at Brandywine. 
Q_ Whether you \vas not furprifed when you returned home to this country, to 

learn that the fecretary of Hate for the A1nerican department, had information 
from General Howe, of his intentions of going to the fouthward, before General 
Burgoyne departed from this country, and never communicated -that information 
to General Burgoyne before his departure for Canada? 

A. I hawe the honour to fiand before this Houfe as a n1ilitary man, and 

not as a politician, and cannot anfwer any quefl:ion but thofe relativ.e to my own 

profeffion. 
Q_ W ·hat was your LonHhip's opinion of the fpirit of your own corps ? 
A. The opinion I gave in the council of war, relative to the f pirit of the corps I 

cotnmanded was, that they were vvilling and zealous to undertake any enterprife 
that General Burgoyne would pleafe to em ploy them upon. 

<2..:._ vVhen advice \Vas received that Sir Henry Clinton was con1ing up the North 
River, did you apprehend the treaty of convention had gone fo far that it could 
not be broken ? 

A. My opinion was, ·with refpeEt: to that queftion, that all military negotiations 
were fair and jufiifiable, to make delays and to gain time ; I therefore thought and 
declared my fentiments, that General Borgoyne ·was at full liberty to break off 
that treaty in the ftage it then was; and I could not conceive that the public 
faith was engaged, until the treaty was aCtually figned and exchanged. 
~Whether the opinion of General Burgoyne, of General Phillips, of Brigadier 

Hamllton, and feveral other officers, did not coincide with your opinion in all the 
!natters ~omprifed in the lafl: queftion ? 

A. P:s Ge~eral Burgoyne feems defi~ous that I ihould anfvver that quefiion, I de
,.c}are h1s fentlments ·were the fame with thofe J have no\v delivered. I hope that 

) ilie 
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the other members of that council, will foon be in a fituation to ftand forward and to 

declare the opinion they gave on that and every other queftion. 

39 

I J'2. Q__ When the queftion relative to the point of public faith was decided, by the 

majority of the council, ·was not the concurrence for figning the convention una

nimous? 

By General 
Burgoyne. 

A. It was. 
Q_ What day V\~as it :firft known that Sir Henry Clinton had taken the highlands, 

nnd was coming up the North River? 
A. In the night of the r6th of OCtober. [Withdrew. 

CAPTAIN MoNEY called 1n and examined by General Burgoyne. 

Q WAS not you deputy quarter ma:fl:er general of the anny under General Bur- 1. 

goyne, in i777? 
A. I vvas. 
Q._ After Lieutenant Colonel Carleton returned to Canada, was you the fuperior 2. 

officer in that department ? 
A. I W(F • . 

<L As fuch, did you make it your bufinefs from the beginning of the campaign 3· 
to get a knowledge of the country ? 

A. Whenever there was any occafion to obtain the knowledge of any particular 

part of the country, a party was always fent with me for that purpofe, but the 

woods were fo thick that it was im poffible to go \vithout a party. 
Q.. Was you well acquainted with the country between SkeiJefborough and Fort 4• 

Edward? 
A. I was. 
<2.:_ How long was the army employed in making the roads practicable bet'Neen 5• 

Skenefborough and Fort Ed~ard? 
- A. About fix or feven days io making the road between Skenefborough and Fort 

Anne, and between Fort Anne and Fort Edvvard. I do not believe the army \Vas 

delayed an hour on that account ; there \vas a very good road made by the rebels 

the year before, between Fort Anne and Fort Edward, in 'vhich road the rebels 

bad cut down fome fe\V trees which took the provincials in our army fome few . 

hours to clear. 
Q_, Does not the pofieffion of the country in the neighbourhood of Fort Ed- 6. 

'\\·a rei, neceffarily prevent the. retreat of a garrifon that 1night be in Fort 

George? 
A. It 
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A~ It pt·evet'ltS the getting off any artillery or fior.es ; bu~ a garrifon !lligbt 

get through the woods, in cafe \\re ·were in the pofleffion of the ground 111 the 

neio-hbourhood of Fort Edward . 
. ~ Did not the garrifon of Fort George evacuate the fort upon the approach of 

7' the K\na's troops to\\Tard Fort Edward? 
b . 

A .. I heard they dtd; I was not near enough to fee. 

8. Q._ Had the army taken their route by South Bay, T-iconderoga, and Lake 

George, how many bateaux do you imag!ne it would bave taken to carry the 

troops folely over Lake George, exclufive of provifions and fiores ? 
A. I think between three and four hundred, which bateaux n1uil: have been car

tied up out of Lake Champlajn to Lake George. 

9· Q. What time would it have taken, as you imagine, to have drawn thofe ba-

teaux over the land, between Lake Champlain and Lake George, with the horfes then 

at Ticonderoga? 
A. I fuppofe a fortnight-Four hundred bateaux. 

10. ~ Though there were no troops paired over Lake George, bow long did it take 

before the fidl. tranfport of provifions arrived at Fort George? 

A. I can~t recollect precifely. 
1 r. Q.:., Confidering the length of time it took to tranfport the provifions, \vithout 

the troops, over Lake George, ·was not the army forwarder in their way to Alba-

11y, in point of time, by the route they took, than they could have been by the 

route of Ticonderoga and Lake George ? 
A. I have already faid, that it would take a fortnight to tranfport th~ 400 ba

teaux from Lake Cham11lain to Lake George; it therefore would have delayed the 

army a fortnight longer than they were delayed to have returned from Skeneiborough 

by Ticonderoga, and gone acrofs Lake George. 

I 2. 0.:... Was you cmnmiifary of horfe, as well as deputy quarter m after general ? 
A. It was. 

13. ~What is the nature of that department? 
A. It vvas to take charge of all the horfes furnifhed by contract for General 

Burgoyne's army, Ly any letter of inftrpCtions fron1 General Burgoyne. I am di

reCted to give proper orders and direCtions to the drivers, furnifhed by that con

tratr, for the p.urpofe of tranfporting provifions and ftores brought to Fort George, 

for the ufe of the army. 
14. Q.. Did you report from time to time to Major General Phillips, and take orders 

from him, as \Vell as from General Burgoyne? . 

A. 1Ces. · 

I 5. <l:... \V ere not the O~(~ers fro:n both th.e generals invariab1e, precife, and preffing, 

for uhng all poffible d1hgence 111 forwardmg the tranfport of provifions ? 
A. They vvere. There was one order which I will read, as it will fullv anf\ver 

that quefl:ion ~ it _ is dated Augufr the 18th, Duer-Camp, and is in thefe words; 

" !- t having ~een a practice. for office~s to order to be taken from the provi11on train, 

" 1n the ferv1ce of the Kmg for tlus arn1y, the carts and horfes, for the carryinO' 

" baggage and other purpofes, to avoid for the future the danger and inconve~ 
" niencies to the fervice, it is in the n1oft pofitive manner ordered that no cart or 

~-' horfe are to be ufed but.for the public tranfport_of the arn1y; n;r is any officer, 

2 " accidentally 
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" accidentally coming to any particular poft, to i11terfere vdth tbe provifion train, 
" in any other manner than to give it every aid and affiftance, \vhich he is on all 
" occafions to do." 

Q... Was not the tranfport of merchandize, and even futler's ftores, as ·well t6. 
as of officers' baggage, pofitively forbid till the tranfport of provifion fhould be 
over? 

A. There ·was fuch an order, and a feizure made of t\Vo barrels o-f Madeira, 
and t\VO barrels of rum, '.vhich were ordered to the hofpital. 

Q Do you recolleCt General Burgoyne's expreffing, at feveral times, particular 1 7· 
anxiety on the fubjetl: of expediting the tranfport of provifions ? 

A. I do remember once to have heard General Burgoyne exprefs his concern at 
our not being able to bring forward a greater quantity of provifion to enlblc him 
to proceed with the army.-I do recolleCt to have heard hi1n fay ~rith very great 
earneftnefs to General Phillips and Colonel Carleton, that one. month's provifion 
at that particular time (it was about the latter end of Auguft) ·would be ·worth 
1 oo,oool. to Great Britain. 

Q_ Do you think that the con1miffary of the waggons, and other carriages, 1 a. 
\\ras authorifed to buy or hire ox-teams wherever they could be had, and that all 
draught cattle taken, were appropriated to the tranfport? 

A. He received fuch direCtions. 
Q.. How many carts and ox-teams could be muftered at any one time ? 19. 
A. I think only 1 So carts could at any one time be muftered; the number of 

ox- carts I really forget, but I believe between ~o and 30. 
~ About how many days provifion for the troops, and all other perfons fed 2-o. 

from the King's ftores, could that number of carriages convey? 
A. There never was any trial made, but if I may prefume to judge from the 

proportion brought forward, over and above the daily confumption of the army, 
fhould fuppofe all thofe carriages would not carry more than four days provifions at 
moft. I am [peaking at random, as no trial was 1nade. 

<l.:_ Did it not fometimes happen, from accidents of weather, and road!~, ~nd the 21 • 
tired ftate of the cattle, that not more than one day's 1)rovifion could be brought 
forward in a day? 

A. It did. 
Q. How many hours did it take, one hour ·with another, to draw a bateau 22• 

from Fort George to Fort Ed ward ? 
A. In general about fix. 
0.:.. Was not the unloading the carts at Fort Edward, and embarking the contents ?..

3
• 

in bateaux, unloading the bateaux at the upper falls of Fort Miller, and a fecond 
time unloading them at the lower falls, dilatory as it was, a more expeditious method 
than it would have been to have carried the provifions the whole way in carts? 

A. I do apprehend it was not poilible, in the feeble ftate I found the horfes fur
nilhed by contraCt, to have brought forward the daily confumption of provifions for 
that army down to Fort Miller. In the month of Auguft, in the latter end of that 
month, at which time I was appointed a commiifary general of horfe, I made, on 

G - t~ 
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the firft of September, a general mufter, and found 30 horfes unferviceable, from 

fatigue and hard labour. . . 

24. Q_ Was the tranfport of provifions at any time impeded by the brmgmg forward 

the artillery from Fort George? . . 

A. Tl~e artillery had a feparate contraCt for horfes, With whtch. they b~ought for-

\\'ard their own fl:ores. I don't recolleCt that any part of the provtfion tram were ever 

employed in bringing forward artillery or artillery ftores. . 

zs. ~ Was it poffible, with the means we had, to colleCt a month's ftore of prov1fions 

fooner than it was colleCted ? 
A. I believe not, without the utter ruin of the horfes furni!hed by contract for the 

purpofe of tranfporting fl:ores. 
26. 0.:_ Was you prefent in the action of the I 9th of September? 

A. I was. 

27, Q. Did the enemy difpute the field that day with obftinacy? 

A. They did, and the fire was much heavier than ever I faw it any where, unlefs at 

the affair of Fort Anne. 
z8. ~Do you know how long the regiments of the Briti!h line were under that 

fire? 
A. The three Britiih regiments (the 2oth, 21ft, and 6zd) were engaged from three 

o'clock in the. afternoon till feven in the evening ; and whilft I was a prifoner I heard 

the rebel quarter-mafter genera1 fay, they had nine different regiments in the field, op ... 

pofed to the three Britifh I have named. 

2~. Q Do you know the lofs the three Briti!h regimehts fuftained 2 

A. I can't fay . 
. 30. Q, Do you remember the ftrength of the 6zd regitnent when they came out of the 

aCtion? 
A. I can't fpeak to the particular frrength of the regiment when they came out of 

aCtion; but I heard that they were not 1 oo rank and file. . 

31 • 0..:... How many officers were left in that regiment at the end of the aCl:ion ? 

A. I can't anfwer that queftion. 

32. Q_ From the gene~al itate of the three Britiih regiments, do you think that they 

·would have been in a .proper condition to have attacked the enemy the next morning l 

A. Certainly not; nor to go on any fervice whatever. 

33. · Q_ About what time of the day did the enemy finally give way? 

A. They gave way very often ; finally a bout feven in the eveninO'. 

34. 0.:._ Was it practicable, at that time of the evening, and in tha~kind of countiy, to 

have purfued ? 
A. I ibould think not. 

35· Q_ Was you not often employed, between the day of that aCtion and the aCl:ion of 

the 7th of OCtober, to reconnoitre? 
A. I was. . 

36. Q... V.l as -rou able _to obtain a vie"Y of the enemy's pofition? 

A. I obtamed a v1ew of the pofitwn of the right of the rebel entrenchments. 

37. ~ What was the nature of their pofition to the rio-ht, with reo-ard to entrend:-

n1ents? 
0 ~::a 

A. They 

..• 
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A. They were pofted on a hill that came very near the river. On the top of the 

hill was a flrong breaft-work, at the foot an abbatis. 
Q. Did it appear to you that that wing of the enemy was attackable ? 3·8. · 
A. It is a queftion that is fcarcely in my line of fervice to anfwer; but as there are 

no general officers, nor older officers than myfelf, who feryed under General Bur

goyne, I hope no military man will think me preruming to give tny opinion on that 

fubjetl:. I do think that we could not have attacked the right wing of the rebel 

entrenchments. without rifl<ing the lofs of the whole army, and with little probability 

l of fLlccefs. 
0.:... Could you obtain a view of the left wing of the enemy ? 39· 
A. I never iaw the left wing of the enemy's entrenchments till I \Vas taken prifoner 

and conduCted through their works. 
Q_ On the 7th of October was you in a fituation to fee the enemy advancing to the 40. 

attack of your left ? 
A. Yes. 
C2.:__ Did they advance under a ,:-;Tell fcrved fire of grClpe-ibot from our artillei-yT? 41 . 
A. I was in a fituation that gave me an opportunity of fceing the directions of the 

re~ els' columns; and I was very 1nuch aftonifhed to htar the fhot from the enerj,y 

fly fo thick, after our cannonade had lafted a quarter of an hour. 
Q, vVhen the Briri!h grenadiers \Vere forced laft from their poft, what enfued? 42· 

A. I did not fee the Britifh grenadiers forced back. I faw them on their march, as 

I apprehended, taking a different pofition; at that time feveral of them broke their 

ranks, but on fome aid du camps calling to them for fhame, to continue their rank, 

they marched avvay to their ftation in good order. A battalion of Brunfwickers that 

were on the left of the artillery quitted their ground as foon as the firing began, and, 

to the beft of my recoil eel ion, I did not fee they left a man behind them on the 

ground. I would add, that after fome difficulty that battalion was brought to make a 

ftand in the rear of the artillery, but in no order. 
Q._ Was not t'1at battaLon brought to that ftand by the activity and exhortation of 43~ 

Major General Reidefel ? 
A. I did not fee General Reidefel endeavour to ftop the battalion ; but I faw 

an aid du camp of his and a brigade major, with their drawn fwords, keeping them 

tlp. I did fee General Reidefel immediately afterwards, on the right of the artillery, 

with the battalion perfeCtly formed, and in good order. 
Q. Do you imagine that the giving way of the battalion you firft defcribed w~s 44-

the caure that the artillery on that fpot was taken, and yourfelf and Major Williams 

being made prifoners ? 
A. 1 belitve it contributed, in fome meafure, towards the lofs of the aEtion on 

that day; but before Sir Francis Clarke died of his wounds, he told me that he 

received his wound m bringing orders for the artillery and the whole of the detach

ment to return to camp; and to the cir.cumfiance of ~ir Francis Clarke's being 

wounded, l do attribute the lofs of the artillery, if not the Jofs of the whole army ? 
Q. Had you an opportunity, after you was prifoner, to fte the l<:ft of the e.nemy,s 4 5· 

.entrenchments ? 
A. I had. 
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Q_ \V as the ground within cannon !hot of the left open and commanding it? 
A. · All the around 1 faw was cleared and entrenched. 
Q \Vas the~e not ground within cannon !hot that would have commanded that 

entrenchment on the left? 
A. There was. 
Q_ Had we gained poffeffion of that ground, and been able to ereCt batteries of 

our heavieft guns, would not the whole line of the enemy have been enfiladed ? 
A. The around alluded to was entrenched, and commanded the whole of the 

rebel canrp · ~nd lines. If the army had got poffeffion of that ground, I do not believe 

the rebels ·would have ftaid one hour in their camp. . 
Q Did you ever hear, in converlation with the rebel officers, that General Ar .. 

nold, forefeeing that inconvenience, had marched out of his lines, and attacked, 

without orders from General Gates ? 
A. I did hear that General Arnold had marched out on · the 7th of OB:ober, without 

orders from General Gates. I did alfo hear that he advifed the going out to meet Gene

ral Burgoyne on his 'march, and engaging him before he approached their lines; and the 

reafon he gave was this: If General Burgoyne {hould ever ~ome near enough their 

lines to be able to make ufe of his artillery, that he would certainly poffefs himfelf of 

their camp ; that their troops in that cafe would never ftand any where; but if, on 
the other hand, the rebels fhould be defeated in. the woods, the troops would, after 

that, have confidence in their works, for which reafon Arnold advifed riiking an 

action in the woods before General Burgoyne came near enough to fee their works. 

Examined by other Members of the Committee, and-bJ-Gene.ral Burgoyne oecaj'wnally .. 

Q. Did not your fituation,.. as deputy quarter m after general". lead you to mix very 
much with the different officers of the army ?. • 

A. It did. 
Q What do you apprehend to have been the general opinion, of the officers of 

General Burgoyne's conduCt,_ as well in, aCtion as. in the many trying occafions which 

have been ftated by you at the bar ?. 
A. They entertained a very high opinion ~f General Burgoyne's conduCt. 

~Had General Burgoyne the full confidence of the army under his command tO· 

the laft moment 2 
A. He certainly had. 
~ What was the army's opinion of the rebels after their retreat fron1 Ticon-de

roga? 
A. The army in general did not think, after they had evacuated Ticonderoga,. that 

they vvould make a ll:and any where. 
Q_ Wh~t was the reaion given in your ~rmy for the expedition to Bennington-? 

A. I believe I cannot anfwer that queibon better than by read in~ an abftract of the 
General's orders the day after that action. 

~' Auguft 
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" Augufl I 7, Dttcr Camp. 
" It was endeavoured,. among other objecrs, by the expedition which marched ro 

'' the left, to provide fuch a fupply of cattle as would have enabled the army to proceed 
,~. without waiting the arrival of the magazines. That attempt having failed of fuccefs, 
'' through the chances of war, the troops muft nece.ffarily halt fome days for bringing 
" forward the tranfports." 

Q_ Why did the army remain from the I 6th of Auguft to the I 3th of September~ 5 S. 
before they cro.ffed the Hudfon's River to engage the rebels as Stillwater? 

Q. To bring forward a fufficient quantity of proviGons and artillery, to enable 
the general to give up his communication. 

Q._ What was the opinion of the army on their croffing the I-Iudfon's River? s6. 
A. They did think it was their indifpenfible duty to proceed forward and fight the 

rebels, which we heard were then at Stillwater. 
Q..Did you ever forage to the right of General Frafer's camp before the 7th of 57· 

Auguft? 
A. \Ve never foraged to the right of the camp at Freeman's Farm, at any 

one time; on the 7th of October, while the troops \Vere in the field, General 
Frafer ordered all the batmen and drivers, belonging to his brigade, to come and 
forage in the rear of the troops. 

et_ Do you know ·what was General Frafer's opinion on your foraging to the 5:$. 
right? 

A. I do kno·w that General Frafer 1nentioned to me, on the 5th of OB:ober, 
that there was forage on the right of his camp; but at that tim-e the ground on 
which that forage was to be met with was in pofieffion of the rebels' advanced 
poft. 
~Do you think your army would have been loft, if even the expedition from . 59· 

New York had taken place a few days fooner? 
A. If the troops had arrived at New York foon enough to have enabled Sir 

Henry Clinton to have made his expedition up the North River a week fooner, I 
do conceive that our army would not have been loft. 

Q__ What was the opinion of the rebels on Sir William Howe's going to the 6o. 
fouthward. 

A. I was not acquainted enough with the rebel leaders, . to hear their opinion 
on that queftion. I do not think that the peafants of the country were judges of 
the propriety of Sir "'Nilliam Howe's conduCt .. 
~What was the opinion of the officers of General Burgoyne's army, after it 61• 

was loft, relative to the croffing Hudfon's River. 
A. They did think that the alternative of retreating with their army to Ca

nada, or proceeding to Stillwater, under the neceffity of giving· up his commu
nication, to be an unfortunate fituation ; but I never heard any officers fay that 
they thought General Burgoyne had done wrong; many faid, that if they had re- · 
treated without rifking an aCtion:, at the ti1ne Sir Henry Clinton was coming up the 
North River, the army would never have forgiven him, nor \vould he ever have 
.forgiven hi mfelf. 
~Was you at New York after the lofs of General Burgoyne's army?- 62~ 

A. Yes • 

.3· 
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A. Yes. 
~What was the opinion or the language of the military at that place, relative to 

Sir William Howe's expedition to Penfylvania? 
A. Whatever opinion was formed of Sir William Ho\.ve's expedition to Penfyl~ 

vania ·or is fanned nrevious to this enquiry, fuch an opinion muft have been ill

founded, as Sir William Howe's reafons were not known, nor his inftruttions corn. 

municated to the public. 
~From your laft anfwer, is the committee to underftand that the opinions that 

were formed refpecring Sir William Howe's expedition to Philadelphia, before this 

enquiry, were not in favour of that expedition ? 
~eftion objeCt:ed to. [IFitl.~drne • 

.Again called in. 

Q:. You have faid that the army thought it th€ir indifpenfible duty to pafs over 

Hucilon's River-vVhy did they think that that meafure was particularly the1r in

difpenfible duty ? 
A. If the Hudfon's River had not been there, the army \vould have thought 

it their indifpenfible duty to have gone and riiked an a·Ct:ion before thev returned to 

Canada. If I recolleCt right, I faid, that if the army had returned to Canada, 

\.vithout fighting, that the army would never have forgiven the general, nor the 

general have forgiven himfelf. 
Q_ Do you know the nature of.the country, between the place \\-here \Ve paffed 

the Hudfon's River and Albany, on the eaft fide of the river? · 

A. Yes, I do. 
o.:.._ Could the army have taken that route, in order to pafs the river oppofite or 

near to Albany? 
A. The army could not have taken that route, as part of the way was a fwamp, 

and on the right of the rebel entrenchments was a mountain very rugged, and not 

paffable nearer than two miles from the river. 

~ Was it not a ceceifary confequence then, that the boats muft have been aban4 

cloned, if the army had taken that route ? 
A. I think I have faid the army could not take t·hat route; if the army had 

marched on the eaft of the Hudfon's River, they could not have marched near 

enough to have covered th~ir provifion bateaux from the rebel force, on the weft 

fide of the river. 
Q.. Did the army under General Burgoyne, on their approach to Albany, ex

peCt a co-operation of the anny under Sir William Howe, upon the North 

River? 
A. They did ; and this ·is the order of General Burgoyne, given October the 

J(l at Freeman's Farm-: 
" Th~re is :eafon to be affured, tbat other povverful arn1ies are actually in eo

:; ?P.erat.lOn With thefetroo:ps ; and although tbe prefent fupply of provifion is am pie, 

It 1s htghly defirable., rto prepare for any continuance in the field that the Kino-'s 

·•" .fer.vice may require, without the .delay of bringing fonvard further fiores for 
" thofe 
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" thofe purpofes; the ration of bread or flour is, for the prefent, fixed at one 

" pound." 
Q__ Are you acquainted with the North River, from New York to AI- 7o. 

bany? 
A. I am not. 
Q. How many days n1arch from Fort Edward to Albany, if no interruption from 7 I • . 

an enemy? 
A. I cannot anf~rer that queftion, unlefs I am to fuppofe that a bridge '\Vas 

ready fanned for the troops to pafs over, on fame part of Hudfon's River, 

between Batten Kill and Fort Edward, or that there were veffels ready to tranfport· 

the troops over Hudfon's River. 
Q.. Is the cliftance fo great between Fort Edward and Albany, that the army 72 •. 

could not carry provifions with them to fupport them during the march ? 

A. Certainly Albany is not at fo great a difiance fron1 Fort Edward, but 

that a corps of troops might certainly carry pr()vifions fufficient for the march 

to Albany. 
Q_ Was it not underfiood, that if you had arrived at Albany, that die army 7 3• 

would find plenty of provifions there ? 
A. It was generally believed, and I believe it myfe1f firmly, that if the army 

had got to Albany, we fhould have found a number of loyal fubjeC.l:s, that \vould 

have joined and done every thing in their power to have eftablifhed the army 

at that place. 
Q_ Mufr not the army, to march from Fort Edward to Albany, have neceifa- 14~ 

rily carried a number of boats to form a bridge to pafs the river ? 

A. There was no paffing the river well without a bridge of boats, and there 

\vere not fcouls enough on that river, to make a bridge. 

Q_ Would not the neceffary delay, arifing from carrying forward thofe boats, 7 S; 
and throwing a bridge, . fit to pafs an army, have confun1ed more time than it 

\Vas poffible for that army to fubfift with fuch provifion as they could carry with 

them? 
A. I :fhould think it \Vould. 
Q_, You will give the committee what information you .can, refpeCting a road 76. 

from Fort Edward to Albany, on the left fide of the river. 

A. I have anfwered that fully. 

Q_ Whether by taking a pretty large circuit, the army '\Vould have reached AI- .77 ~ . 

bany, and avoided the f\vam ps you mentioned? 

A .. Certainly not o~ tbe_ eaft .fide of the river, becaufe the enemy being on the op

pofite flwre, would certainly have oppofed General Burgoyne's army croffing th.e 

Hudfon's River at .i\.lbany_, the river being three times the \vidth it is at Sara

toga-• . 
[lflithdreu:. 
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Martis 1° die Junii, 1 779· 

Mr. F. Montagu in the Chair. 

EARL oF HARRINGTON called in and examined by General Burgoyne. 

~ IN what capacity did your Lordfhip ferve in America in the campaign 

I 7 7 7 ? • • h h . f r d h d" . ' h A. I was captam m t e 'l9t regtment 0 100t, an \Vent on t e expe · 1t10n ·wtt 

General Burgoyne,- with the command of the grenadier company; I \\ras after· 
wards appointed fupernumerary aid du camp to the general. 
~While aCting as captain of the grenadier company, was you at the aEtion 

of Hu berton ? 
A. I was. 
~What was the behaviour of the enemy on that day? . 
A. They behaved in the beginning of the action, with a great deal of fpirit; but 

on the Briti:!h troops rufhing on them with their bayonets, they gave way in great 
confufion. 
~From the nature of the country, was it praCticable to purfue the enemy fur.

ther than they were purfued on that occafion ? 
A. Certainly not.-1 think we ran fome rifque even in purfuing them fo 

far .. 
5· Q_ At what time of the campaign was it that General Burgoyne requefred your 

Lordfhip to aCt ·as his aid du camp r 

6. 

. 8. 

A. I think about the I 2th of July. 
·Q._ Was you prefent a few days after that tin1e, at a council held with the Indi. 

ans of the retnote nations, then juft arrived, under the conduCt of Major Catnp .. 
bell and Mr. St. Luc ? . 

A. Yes. 
<t._ Was you prefent at a f@rmer council of the Indians held at Lake 

Champlain? 
A. Yes • 
Q. What \Vas the tenor of ·General Burgoyne's fpeeches and injunctions at both 

thofe councils refpecting the ret1raint of barbarities _? ' 
.. A. He abf~lutely forbid their fcalping, except their dead prifoners, which they 
tn~~ed on domg, and he held out rewards to them for .bringing in prifoners, and 
~nJom.ed :tlmn .to treat them well ~ 

Q._Do 
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Q. Do you remember being with General Burgoyne, foon after the lafl: council, 9· 
upon a vifit to an out poft near Fort Anne? 

A. I perfectly recolleCt it. 
0.:.., Had General Burgoyne a confiderable efcort of Indians with him ? I o. 
A. He had. 
Q. Did part of that efcort, on a fcout from that poft, fall in with and' take 1 I. 

a part of the enemy, who \Vere laid in a1nbufh for the purpofe of killing or taking 
the general, and thofe who were with him? 

A. They did. 
~What ·were the fentiments of the captain taken on that occafion refpet1:ing 12. 

his treat1nent frotn the Indians ? 
A. He faid he was treated with much humanity, and I perfeClly remember that 

prifoners brought in on many other occafions by the Indians, declared that they had 
been ufed with the fame degree of humanity. 

Q. Does your Lordlhip remember General Burgoyne's receiving at Fort Anne, the 13. 
news of the murder of Mifs M'Rea ? 

A. I do. 
~Did General Burgoyne repair immediately to the Indian camp, and call them to 14 .. 

<:ouncil, affifted by Brigadier General Frafer? 
A. He did. 
0.::,. What paired at that council ? 1 5· 
A. General Burgoyne th,reatened the culprit \Vith death, infiil:ed that he fhould 

be delivered up; and there were many gentletnen of the army, and I own I \Vas 
one of the number, who feared that he would put that threat in execution. Mo
tives of policy, I believe alone, prevented him fron1 it; and if he had not parcioned 
the man, which he did, I believe the total defection of the Indians would have en
fued, aHd the confequences, on their return through Canada, might have been 
dreadful ; not to fpeak of the weight they would have thrown into the op
pofite fcale, had they gone over to the ene1ny, which I rather imagine would 
have been the cak. 
~Do you remember General Burgoyne's refiraining the Indian parties from 16. 

going out without a Britifh officer or proper condutl:or, ·who were to be refpon
fib1e for their behaviour ? 

A. I do. 
~Do you remember 1\fr. St. Luc's reporting .difcontents amongft the Indians, 1 7• 

foon after our arrival at Fort Edward ? 
A. I do. 
Q Ho\v long ·was that after enforcing the refiraints above mentioned? 18. 
A. I can't exaEt:ly fay; I ihould imagine about three weeks .or a month. 
Q. Does your Lordfhip recollect General Burgoyne's telling Mr. St. Lu~, thlt I 9 

he had rather ]ofe every Indian, than connive at their enormities, or ufil} g lan:
guage to that effect ? 

A. I do. 
~Does your Lord.l11ip ren1en1ber what paffed in council vvith the Indians at zo. Fort Edward? 
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A. To the bei1: of my recolleCtion, much the fame exhortation. to aa: with huma. 

nity, and much the fame rewards \vere offere~ for f~ving thei.r pnfoners. 

Q. Do you recollect the circumfrance of the Ind~ans definng to return home at 

that time? 
A. I do, perfectly \Vell. . . 

Cl, Do you remember that many q~1tted the army wttho?t leave? 

A. I do, immediately after the councll, and the next mornmg. 

Q Was it not the general opinion that the defection of the Indians, then and 

3fterwards, was caufed by the reil:raint upon their cruelties and habits of plun

der? 
A. It ·was. 
Q_ Had you reafun to believe that the expedition to Bennington was much 

defired by General Reidefel, and that it was his wi1h to have it conducted by Lieu

tenant Colonel Baume ? 
A. It was ahvays imagined in the army, that it '-''as his wifu, and that 

Colonel Baume was appointed to the cmnmand of it in compliment to 

him. 
~Did you knov1 the corps of Britifh, commanded by Captain Frafer, which 

made part of that expedition? 
A. They ·were volunteers from the Britiih regiments, and alfo flood 

very high in the opinion of the army, · fro~ their gallant behaviour on all 

occafions. "' 
Q__ Do you re1nember General Burgoyne's vifiting the detach1nent after it was 

aifembled, and conferring vvith Colonel Bautne ? 

A .. I do. 
Q,: Did Colonel Baume ,appear fatisfied with the firength of his corps? 

A. 1 converfed with Colonei Baume, and with feveral office s under his 

command, and they appeared perfeCtly fatisfied, at leaft I heard no c ,,nplaint 

from them ; the only anxiety they expreffed was, left the d il:ination of that 

corps fhould become known to the enemy. 

Q. Does your Lordfuip remember General Burgoyne's receiving, in the night, a 

letter from Lieutenant Colonel Baume, expreffing he found the enemy in greater 

force than he expeCl:ed ? 
A. I do. 
Q Do you remember Sir Francis Clarke, General Burgoyne's aid du 

camp, being fent with orders to Colonel Breyman to march immediately to 

fupport him ? 
A. I do. 
~ Did you commtlnicate the fame order to General Reid€fel at the fame 

time? 
A. I did. 
~ Was Colonel Breyman the neareft corps for the purpofe of that fupport? 

A. It was. 
~Did Brigadier General Frafer. at all times treat your Lordihip with great 

confidence 2 4. 
A.lwas. 
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A. I '-''as often \Vith General Frafer, and he frequently talked ·without referve upon 
matters which he wa) not particularly bound to conceal. There were certain matters of 

intelligence vvhich it would have been improper for him to n1ention to any body. In 
this cafe I cannot boaft fo much of his confidence, as to fuppofe that he would have 

opened his mind to me on 1natters \vhich he would have concealed from the refl of 

his friends. 
Q_ Have you not frequently been prefent when General Burgoyne and General 33• 

Frafer difcuifed the objett of the campaign, and converfed freely on the circumfiances 

of the time? 
A. I have. 
Q_ Did your Lordfhip ever, in prefence or abfence of General Burgoyne, hear Ge- 34. 

neral Frafer expreis a difapprobation of paffing the Hudfon's River ? 
A. l never did ? 
~Do you know or believe that the idea of forcing our way to Albany was pre- 35· 

valent throughout the anny ? 
A. In every converfation I had with different officers of the army, I never remem

ber once to have heard it doubted, but that \Ve were to force our \vay. 

Q. Did the army pafs the Hurlfon's River with alacrity? 36. 
A. It is impoffible for any army to have been in higher fpirits than they \Vere 

at that time, or more defirous of coming to an engagement ·with the enemy. 

Q_ Do you not conceive, that to have remained pofted behind the Hudfon's 37 • 
River, at the time the army paffed it and advanced_, would have caft a damp on the 

fpirits of that army and a refleCtion on their General? 
A. From the eagernefs of the army to advance and the great uneafinefs that 

was difcernible through it on every delay, I apprehended that it could not have been 

otherwife; and I think that General Burgoyne's charatl:er would not have flood 

very high either with the army, this country, or the enemy, had he halted at Fort 

Ed•ward. 
Q. Do you recolleCl the march up to the enemy on the 19th of Septem- 38. 

ber? 
A. I do. 
Q Will you pleafe to defcribe it? 39· 

A. The army marched in three divifions ; the German line flanking, the artillery 

and baggage purfued the courfe of the river through the meadows, and formed 

the left hand divifion; the Britiih line marched parallel to it at fome diftance through 

the woods, and formed the centre di vifion; General Frafer's corps, with the grena

diers and light infantry of the Germans, were obliged to make a large detour through 

the woods, and formed the right hand divifion or column. Beyond this, on the 

right, there were, as I underftand, flanking parties of light in fan try and Provin

cials ? 
Q. Was the country, over \vhich the anny paired, interfeCl:ed ·with a deep 40. 

ravine? 
A. It was one of the deepeft I ever faw. 
Q. Which column was firft attacked? 4 I. 

A. The advanced party, confifting of the picquets of the centre column, being fent 
H 2 fon\~ard ~, 
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forwards, under the command ·of Major Forb~s, to explore the way by which that: 
column was to flafs, feU in with a confiderable body of the rebels, pofted in a hGufe 
and behind fences, which they attacked, and after a great deal of fire, the detach .. 
n1ent nearly drove in the body of rebels; but on finding that the woods quite 
round then1 were filled vvith the enemy, they were obliged to retire to the main 
body. 

Q. Was the tnarch fo performed that when General Burgoyne formed the line of 
the Briti:fh infantry, General Frafer's corps were ready upon their right to fupport 
them? 

A. General Frafer, on hearing the fire of Major Forbes's party, detached two com-
panies to f'Jpport thetn, 'vhich came up jufr after that engagement was over; and 
on their appearance the enemy finding that our troops "\Vere in ftrength, quitted the 
poH: they had before occupied, and, itnmediately after this, the whole line was formed 

· with the utmoft regularity. I wou1d explain, that when I fpeak of the line, I do not 
include the left hand column which was compofed of Germans, and which did not 
come into the line or into aCtion till late in the day. 

0.:.. How long did the aCtion laft? 
A. From three o'clock, I think, till very near eight. 
Q, How long were the 2oth, 21ft, and 62d regiments engaged? 
A. During the greateft part of that time. 
~Was the aCtion well difputed by the enemy ? 
A. It -vv•s, very obftinately. 
~Was your Lordfhip near the perfon of General Burgoyne during that aCtion, 

except when you w·ere en1ployed to carry orders ? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Were not different attempts made by the General's orders to charge the enemy 

with bayonets, and did not thofe attempts fail by the heavinefs of the enemy's fire 
and thicknefs of the woods ? 

A. There were many attempts n1ade for that purpofe, and they all failed except 
the lafi, when the Britifh troops finally drove them out of the field. 
~ When part of the German troops did get into aCtion that day under General 

Reidefel, how did they behave ? 
A. I heard their behaviour fpoke of in the higheft terms ; they marched up to 

the enemy with great coolnefs and fteadinefs, and gave them, as I was told, three 
vollies by word of command from their officers. 
. ~Can your Lordihip fpeak to the lofs fuftained by the three Britith regiments., 
the 6 zd in particular? 

A. The lofs was very confiderable; but I don't recolleCt the numbers. 
~Were thofe three Britifu regiments in a condition to have attaclted the enemy 

the next morning? 
A. Their numbers were fo reduced, that l apprehend they were not. 
Q. From the lofs of killed and wounded, particularly of officers, would it have 

been defirable to have brought thofe three regiments into aCtion for the next ten 
days? 

A· In lefs than ten days the :ftate of thofe regiments certainly W0\.1ld not have 
been 
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been much mended; I therefore apprehend, that if they were not in a condition to 
be brought into aCl:ion the next morning, their inability would have ftill' continued 

for the re ten days. 
0.:., Had the army made a movement to gain the left of the enemy's entrench- sz. 

n1ents before the redoubts were conftruCted that commanded the plain near :he river, 

would not all the bateaux, ftores, and hofpitals have been expofed to attack? 
A. It certainly would have been fo. 
<2..:_ Do you recollect the fcarciry of forage on the weft-fide of the ri ver? 5l· 
A. I do perfeetly. 
~ \Vould not the bridge of boats, confiruEted for the purpofe of foraging to 5+· 

the eafl: fide, have alfo been expofed before the redoubts, above n1entioned, were 

raifed? 
A. They certainly would, had it not been for thofe redoubts and a work called 

the ~ete du pont, which was raifed for the protection of the bridge. 
Q.. Do you recolletl: how long it took .to raiie thofe redoubts, to throw the bridge, 55• 

and raife the 'fete du pont? 
A. If I recollect right, the bridge itfelf was finifhed in one night; the making and 

compleating the other works took fome [' ays. 
~Does your Lordfhip remember General Burgoyne mentioning to you in 56"~ 

confidence, the receipt of a letter from Sir Henry Clinton_, and his hourly ex

peCtation ,of his attacking the Highlan ·1s, and his opinion that his fuccefs there 

n1uft diilo,:ige the enemy without attacking their entrenchments ? 
A. I p~rfecHy recolleCt the General's tnentioning all this to me. 
Q_ Wa$ you near General Burgoyne in the atl:ion of the 7th of OCtober? 57 
A. I ·was. 
Q_ Do you recolletl: what orders you carried ? si. 
A. I do. 
~What were they ? 59 .. 
A. The firft orders I recolleCt to have carried, were to poft fifty men under the 

command of a captain of the 2oth regiment, to the left of the detachment of the 

army, in order, in fome meafure, to join them to the advanced works of General 

Frafer's camp, and, in cafe of any accident, to protect the detachment, :lhould they 

find it neceffary, to retire thithe1. 
The next orders I carrird were to Major G eneral Phillips, at the end of the aCtion, 

acquainting him, that as that detachment feemed much difordered from the enemy 

having turned both their flanks, that it was neceifary to draw it as foon as poffible 

back to the camp, which feemed menaced with an attack; the care of this General 

Burgoyne committed to General Phillips, while he himfelf returned to the camp, in 

order to take proper meafures for its defence. On our return thither the works of 

the camp were aCtually attacked as General Burgoyne had forefeen, and I was then em

ployed to collect what troops I ihould n1eet, and to order them to thofe parts where 

they ·were moft wanted. Soon after this, the enemy having got round the right of 

our camp, we expeCted an attack upon our rear, and I then was difpatched with 

orders from General Burgoyne to Brigadier General Hamilton, for all the \vorks in 
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the rear of the camp, which had been previoufly confirucred, to be manned with 
fuch foldiers as he could fpare from the defence of the ~ront~ . 

Q._ Does your Lordfhip know w hat orders Sir Franc1s Cmrke was charged With, 
at t he time he rece·ived his wound.? 

A. I met Sir Francis Clarke as I \-Vas fearching for General Phillips, and ac-
quainted him with my orders, telling him at the fam.e. tim~, that as th~ thick
nefs of the wood might prevent my finding Genera.l Ph1!llp~ dnectly, I \vdhed he 
·would affi£1: n1e, in order that no time might be loft 1n dehvenng thofe orders ; that 
\vas the laft time I faw Sir Francis Clarke, and I believe that foon afterwards he re
ceived the wound of which he died? 

Q Vl.as it dark before General Burgoyne had a certainty that Col. Breyman was 
kill ed~ and his pofr carried by the enemy~ 

A. It ~vas fo dark that the officer, who I believe firft brought the intelligence of 
i t, feeing a number of men round the fires of that camp, took them for Germans, 
and was not convinced of his error till he \Vas fired upon by them, as they proved 
to be a party of the enemy who had forced the works. 

Q__ Did .General Burgoyne ufe any efforts to rally the Germans who were 
returning from the aCtion, and to perfuade them to recover Colonel Breyman's 
poft? . 

A. l--Ie certainly did his utmofi: -endeavours for that purpofe, which however were 
ineffeCtual fro~ the darknefs of the nightJ and the entire confufion in which they 
were. 

Q. Were any other troops at hand that could have been fpared for that pur· 
pofe? 

A. There certainly \vere not; every regiment \v-as occupied in defence of its own 
lines ·which were not certainly overmanned • 
. Q.._ In the heat of the action do you recolleCt feeing General Reidefel about the 

tlme that the Germans, on the left of the Britiih artillery, were giving way ? 
A. I d.o. 
Q \Vas not General Reidefel exerting himfelf to refi:ore order in his troops? 
A. General Reidefel appeared to me to have behaved, on that occafion, in every 

way as became a brave and intelligent officer. 
~Was .the retreat of the .armr in the night of the 7th made in good order, and 

a nevv pofition taken by the ttme 1t was day-light? 
~. It certainly \Vas. 
Q, Was the army under arms the whole day of the Sth, and in continual expeeta. 

tion of aCtion ? 
A. 1~hey were, and indeed were cannonaded during the greatefi: part of that day, 

and th.e advanced corps in particular, who were pofi:ed on a hill, were under almoft 
a contmual fire from the riflemen of the enemy. 
~Do you recolleCt the circumfi:ance of General Frafer's funeral on the afternoon 

of that day? 
A. I do, perf~B:ly \Veil ; the redoubt in which he was buried was very heavily 

.cannonaded durmg the ceremony, and even previous to this they fired at thofe who 
attended 
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attended the corpfe on its way thither, which I fuppofe was accidental, and pro
ceeded from the enemy's feeing a n·umber of people together. 

Q. Who were the chief pe, fons who attended that funeral ? 6 9 .. 
A. All the generals of the army, their aid du camps, and I believe all thofe who 

were not attached to any particular poft, which at that time were very fe\V. 
Q. Was the retreat of the army on the night of the 8th,. and on the day and part 7o .. 

of the night of the 9th, made in good order ?' 
A. t was made in perft'tl: good order. 
Q. \V bat was the weather on the day of the 9th?' 1 r. 
A4 Ex"eeding wet. 7 2 .. 

~ What was the ftate of the troops, in point of fatigue; 'When they arriv:ed at 
Saratoga? 

A. They certainly muft "have been much fatigued, from the length of time they 
had been under arms, and more particularly fo from the badnefs of the roads, ocl:a-= 
fioned by the rains. 
~ When it was day-light the next morning, did you fee any part of the enemy 7 J ... 

upon the plain at Saratoga, on the ground where our artillery was afterwards 
pofted? 

A. I don't recollect. 
~ Does your Lord !hip recolleCt feeing a corps of the enemy on· the other fide the 7 4 .. 

Hudfon's River oppofite to Sa-ratoga ?· 
A. Perfectly well ; and they feemed in force. 
Cl,. Do you remember the circumftance of a battery opening from that corps?·' 7 5 .. 
A. I do perfeCtly well. The general, General Phillips, and feveral other gentle-

men were at din11er. We were all obliged to· remove, from finding- ourfelves in 
the range of that battery. 

Q. We being in the range of that battery, muft it not neceifarily have corn .. 76 ... 
manded the tor on the H udfon's River ? 

A. It certainly dirl command that ford. 
Q:,. Do you recollect Lieut. Col. Sudierfand bei.ng fent with a detadiment of 77· 

regulars and provincials from Saratoga, to cover a party of workmen employed to 

repair bridges, and render the road practicable~ 
A. I perfeEtly recolleEt it. 
Q.. Do you reco1lect fof what reafon Colonel Sutherland· and the regulars were re- J:8 .. 

called? 
A. I undedlood it was on the apprehenfion of an· aCtion. 
Q.. Does your Lordfh' p recollect different fcm.lts bringing reports of the enemy's 79 .. 

being in poffeffion of the €ountry between Sa-ratoga and Fort Edward, on both fides 
ef the river ? 

.A. · do. 
Q. Do· you remember General Burgoyne"s mention-ing, in confidence to you, dif- So ... 

ferent ideas of forcing the ford over Hudfon's River; of cutting away by the ene-
my's right, and attempting a rapid march to·Albany; or by a night march to gain. 
the fords above Fort Edward? 

A .. I do perfeCtly remember. that he mentioned to me all thofe ideas .. 
Q. Did. 

55 



81. 

'86. 

87. 

88. 

EVIDENCE. [Earl of Harrington. 

Q_, Did you ever hear of an offer made by General Phillips to make his way to 
Ticonderoga with a body of troops? 

A. No. 
Q. In the intimacy in which you lived with Major General Phillips, myfelf, and 

the officers in General Phillips's family, do you not think you !hould have heard of 
fuch an offer had it been made? 

A. I apprehend that I fhould have heard of it. 
Q_ Did your Lordfhip hear of General Phillips offering to attempt an efcape 

through the woods, with Ofte or two guides, for the purpofe of putting himielf at 
the head of the troops at Ticonderoga, for the future defence of that place? 

A. I heard it mentioned fince I came to England, in fame common converfa .. 
tion ; but I never heard it hinted at while I was in America. 
~ The day before the council of the generals and field officers was called, can 

your Lordihip fpeak of the ftate of things in general at Saratoga? 
A. The ftate of our army was certainly as bad as poffible. Their numbers were 

few, their provifions fhort, and their pofition not a good one, owing to the nature 
of the €Ount.ry, which rofe to the diftance of fome miles, one hill overtoppina that 
which was next to it. b 

Q._ Do you know any officer of that army who, in that fituation, thought we had 
a right to more than honourable terms? 

A. Our fituation, in the apprehenfion of every one there with whom I converfed, 
did not entitle us to more. 

Q_ Did the army in general look on the terms obtained, namely, the power of 
ferving their country in other places, to be advantageous ·as well as honourable, and 
more than they had a right to expect? . 

A. I believe they certainly did ; and that few perfons in the army expected fo good 
terms as thofe which were granted. 

Examined by other Members of the Committee, and by General Burgoyne occa}ionally. 

Q Did the Indians leave the army till after the battle of Bennington ? 
A. Great numbers did, and at tnany different times. 
Q_ Were not fotne Indians on the expedition to Bennington? 
A. There were. 
Q_ Was the expedition originally fent out to Bennington ? 
A. My fituation in the army not entitling me to be in the council of war, and not 

being employed on that expedition, I was of courfe not entrufted with the orders that 
were given to Col. Baume. · 

Q__ Have you reafon to fuppofe that General Reidefel or Colonel Baume had a par
ticular knowledge of that part of the country, fo as to make it particularly proper 
to give Colonel Baume the command of that expedition ? ' 

A. I believe there was no officer in that army of fufficient rank to have com
manded fuch an expedition, who ever had been in that particular part of the 
country. 

Q: The 
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Q. The intention of the expedition being, as appears by the papers on the table, 

to found the difpofition of the people of that country, was that part of the coun

try peopled with Germans, as tnany other parts of the country are? 
A. I can't exactly fpeak to the defcription of the people of that country, as I 

was never there myfelf; but there were employed on that expedition numbers of 

provincials, many of whmn were of that very country; and I apprehend that the 

common foldiers of a regular army are not the immediate people who are expected 

to found the minds of any country to which they are fent .. 
~ As your Lordfhip mentioned the alacrity with which the army paired the 

Hudfon's River, _did the army in general think themfelves at that rime inadequate to 

the purpofe of forcing their way to Albany ? 
A. The opinions of an army, who cannot be acquainted with the intelligence that 

has been received, are often erroneous. The army was in high fpirits, and did not, 

I believe, doubt of reaching Albany. 
Q. Did the General then doubt of reaching Albany? 
A. I really don't know. 
o.:__ Were the rebels' entrenchments completed on the 19th of September? 
A. I never faw the entrench1nents at all. 
Q_ How was our army employed between the r 9th of September and the 7th of 

OCtober? 
A. The army itfelf was employed in ftrangthening -its pofition. 
Q._ Did it take the army eighteen days to ftrengthen its pofition before it made any 

movement? 
A. I can't exaCtly fay. They were working all the time. 
~ \Vhat works ·were executed in that ti1ne? 
A. There were numbers of redoubts ereCted ; the tcte-du-pont; lines before the 

ca~1p; outworks to tbe lines, in which guards and picquets were placed; and bac

tenes. 
Q. How many redoubts were ereCted? 
A. I think in all there mufr have been five or fix. 
Q Was the ereCting thofe works fulLemployment for eighteen days ? 
A. I am not an engineer, or I certainly fhould endeavour to anfwer that queftion. 

Q, vVere all thofe works neceffary, in your opinion, for an army that meant to 

march forward and attack the enemy! 
A. They \vere neceffary in our particular Gtuation:t being within half a mile of the 

enemy, to whom we were oppofed, and being inferior in numbers. 
Q__ Does your Lordfhip know whether the enemy thought it neceffary to fortify 

themielves with r.edoubts? 
A. I don't know what the fpecies of their fortification was ; but l have been 

always told that great labour had been employed on their works ; and what fmall part 
I faw of them convinced me of it. 

Q_ Had you no t inforn1ation from deferters or friends what the enemy was 
doing? 

A. My fituation in that army did not entitle me to recei ve that intelligence. When 

.any perfon came to n1e to inform me that he had been employed in gainina fuch in-. 
t elligence, IDf duty wa.s to bring him to the General. t:> 
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~Was it not a matter of notoriety in the army, that the enemy received reinforce-
n1ent between the 19th of Septe1nber and the 7th of October? . 

A. The manner of receiving intelligence in an army feldom tranfpu·es ; the army 
might guefs, but I believe they knew nothi?g. · 

et_ Was jt not underftood that the reoels had fuffered a n1uch greater lofs than 
the king's troops on the 19th of September ? 

_l\. It was. 
Q_ Wa'3 not the whole, or nearly the whole, of the rebel army engaged?, 
A. I don't know; I apprehend the whole was not engaged. 
~Was our army in general, in your apprehenfion, in as good a condition on 

the 2oth of September as the rebel army, who had fuffered much more? 
A. The rebel army was fo numerous that their lofs was not equally felt with 

ours. 
Q__ What number had you reafon to fuppofe the rebel arn1y confifted of on the 19th 

of September ? 
A. I always underfl:ood they were very numerous. I never heard their numbers 

exactly. . 
Q, Was not the fcarcity of forage forefeen by every body? 
A. Thofe with whom I converfed did not forefee it to the extent in whic.h we expe

rienced it. 
Q.._ W a~ it prudent, in your Lord !hip's opinion, to bring, or attempt to bring, up

wards of fourteen hundred horfes to attend the army, in a country fo deftitute of forage? 
A. I never heard that the horfes in our army vvere thought too numerous~ On all 

occafions a fcarcity of them was complained of. 
Q. Do you know how many horfes were allowed for the baggage of each 

regiment? 
A. I don't know. 
Q Does your Lordfuip know how many horfes were employed about the train 

of artillery ? 
A. I don't recollect; but the returns are on the table. 
Q, Was the heavy artillery brought back fr01n Still water, on the retreat of the 

army to Saratoga ? 
A. We had loft fome fmall part of it, and the reft was brought_ to Saratoga. 
Q Did the bringing back of that artillery delay that retreat or not? 
A. An army with cannon. certainly cannot march fo rapidly as one without 

cannon; but cannon always creates a delay which armies have been content to put 
up with. ' 

Q. Was it neceffary, in your opinion, in the fituation in which the army retreated, 
to make their retreat as expeditious as poffible? 

A. The army appeared to me that it did make its retreat as expeditious as pof
fible. 
~ Would the leaving of heavy artillery behind, in your opinion, have made a 

difference of four miles in the march ? 
A. I can't conceive that it would. The enemy were in force behind us; not 

having numbers to contend with them, it would have been a very defperate circum· 
fiance to have abandoned our cannon, in cafe of an attack. 

4 ~Was 
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~ Were the heavy artillery, in effeCt, of any ufe in that retreat? 1 r6 . 
A. I don't recollect as it happened, that they were of any other ufe than that of 

their not being turned againft us. 
Q.. Might not thole cannon have been fpiked, and their trunnions have been I I 7· 

knocked off, to have rendered them ufelefs? 
A. I underfiand that the fpikes in cannon are eafil y removed, an d that it is not 

an eafy 1natter, I believe almoft an impoffibility, with any tools that arc carried in 
an army, to knock off the trunnions of brafs cannon. 

<2.:_ Might not the retreat have been accelerated by leaving behind a great part of 1 1 S. 
the baggage ? 

A. I don't think it would- I do not remember that ·we were ftopt on account 
of any particular impediment. 

Q Does your Lordfhip know at what time intelligence was received in General 1 19. 
Burgoyne's army of the failure of Colonel St. Leger's expedition? 

A. I think it muft have been in the month of Augull:. 
~ Was not that before the palling of I-Iudfon's River ? 
A. I don't .recolleCt the exaCt date of receiving that intelligence-. 
Q_ Was jr in the month of Augufi? · 
A. I cannot tell. I heard of it fam e time after by accident. 
Q. Was there any heavy artillery ·with the army, proper! y- fo called ? 
A There was none of the heavy fort.; we had medium twelve.pounders, and 

two twenty-four pounders, which we took fro1n the enemy at ~ebec, which were 
very much lighter than thofe twelve· pounders. 

1.20. 
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Q_ From the ftate of the fatigue of the troops) when they anived at Saratoga, 1~3. 
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do you apprehend they could have continued their march though there had been ByGen.Bur-
no artillery ? goyne. 

A .. The army was certainly very much fatigued~ I believe they could have got 
but very little further. They certainly were not in a ftate for a long 1narch. 

f h h :C .24· Q., I the battle expected at Saratoga ad been on the plain, would not t e 
heavieft artillery we had have been one of our beft dependenci-es? By General 

A. It certainly ·would; it \Vould have given us a manifeft fuperiority in that Burgoyne. 
particular. 

Q. If the army had not been provided \Vith the number of horfes they had, by 12 5. 
what means \vould their provifions or bateaux have been tranfported in places where By General 
the river \Vas not navigable ? Burgoyne. 

A. The tranfportation of the bateaux and provifions could not certainly have 
been carried on. 
~Were there not fuch places on the Hudfon's River between Fort Edward 126. 

and Albany? 
A. There were. 
~ Is it not at any rate a pr"incipal objeCt with every army; and of a retreating one 

·-in particular, to preferve their artillery if it be poffible, even at the expence of 
fome labour and delay ; and for the ufe they might be- of to them afterwards, as 
well as on the retreat ? 

A. I 

By General 
Burgoyne. 

127· 
By other 
members. 
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A. I apprehend the cannon are feldom abandoned, but through abfolute ne

ceility. 

128. Q_ \Vhether in general you can inform the committee, whether the army had 

a confidence in the general ? 
A. They certainly had a confidence in the general, and I do not believe that 

they hawe altered their opinion. 

1 29 .. Q_ })id th~ army then in general, and the offic.ers in particular, entertain a 

favourable opinion of the general's conduct, capactt)', and attachment to them 

in the various fcenes in which he \vas engaged, and tnore particularly on very 

trying occafions ? 
A. I don't recollect that any officer, with whom I have had converfation, has 

ever exprelied bimfelf in differet1t terms, and I believe there never was an army 

more defervedly pleafed with the conduEt of their generaL 

130• Q_ Whether the army expreffed any dii~atisfaction at the general:s return home; 

that is, whether they thought he came \Vlth any purpofes not fnendly to them, 

or looked on themfel ves as deferted by hin1 ? 
A. I \Vas not with the army \Vhen General Burgoyne came a\vay; but I have 

converfed with many officers ·who have come from it, and they exprefs no dif

fatisfaetion on that head, much lefs looked on or confidercd General Burgoyne's 

intentions as inimical to them. 
~ 3 I.. Q._ \Vhat \vas the ftate of the American artillery, and ho\V \Vas it ferved ? 

A. Except on a few occc.uons, I do not remember their having made much 

ufe of their cannon ; I thought on thofe occafions that they ferved them flowly, 

but not ilt. 
132.. Q__ Whether all circumflances confidered at the time of the affair of Saratoga, 

the retreat of the army \Vas practicable, either with or without artillery ? 
· A. I thought it was impraCticable. 

1.33• ~Whether after the convention at Saratoga you \Vent to Albany ?· 
A. Yes. 

134.. . ~Whether you had any opP'ortunity of ob:ferving the nature. of the country, 
1f 1t was ftrong or woody, clear or open?·· 

A. Very ftrong and woody, and a great number of hills. 

13 5· Q. What was the diftance ? 
A. I don't exa.Cl:ly recollect ; (l)bout thirty-two miles. 

136. Q Was the fituation of Albany a ftrono- fituation er was it commanded by 
hill's round it ? 

0 
' 

A. The fituation of Albany_ was in a botton1 very much commanded. 

137· ~_If the- army had penetrated· to Albany, from when-ce n1ight thQy have rlrawn 
the1r iubfiftence, tf the country had been againft then1? 

A. I don't know enough of the country to anf wer that quefl:ion. 

138. Q. Mufr they not have drawn their fubfill:ence from New York? 

A. I apprehend fo, if they '\vere- not tnafiers of the Mohawk country. 

139· ~Had you any opportunity of obferving the extent of clear ~.1r cultivated coun· 
try round Albany ? 

A: I can't very juflly defcribe it, not havino- gone out of the to·wn of Albany, from. 

the t1me I came iuto it,1· till 1 embarked for N~w York.. 
Q:_ Do 
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Q Do you think that, circumfianced as the army was after the engagement of 140. 

the 1 9th of September, it would have been more advantageous to have returned than 

to have il:ayed and fortified the camp? 

A. As ma'tters have turned out, it certainly might; but I believe no one thought 

fo at that time. [UJ",thdrew. 

MAJOR FoRBES called in and examined by General Burgoyne •. 

Q \VAS you IDC\jor or the 9th regiment, and prefent with that regiment m I •. 

the ad:ion near Fort Anne?. 
A. I was. 
Q. vVbat was the behaviour of the enemy on that occafion? 2 .• 

A. At half pafl: ten in the morning, they attacked us in front \vith a heavy and 

'"ell-direCted fire; a large body of then1 paffed the creek on the left, fired from a 

thick \Voop acrofs the ~reek on the left flank of the regi1nent ; they then began to 

re-crofs the creek, and attack us in the rear: \\'e then found it neceffary to chaLge 

our ground, to prevent the regiments Being furrounded ; \Ve took poft on the top 

of a, high hill to our right. As foon as \Ve had taken poft, the enemy m2de a 

very vigorous attack, \Vhich continued for u 1nvards of t\VO hours ; and they cer

tainly would have forced us, had. it not been for fome Indians that arrived and 

gave the Indian whoop, which vve anfwered' with three cheers; the rebels foon af

ter that gave way. 
Q. What c01nmand had you on the I 9th of September ? r-
A. I commanded the p,icquets of the Britiih. 

Q. Was you attacked on the n1arch, and with w-hat degree of vigour t 4· . 

A. I was attacked with great vigour. fr01n behind railed fenc.es, and a houfe, by 

a body of riflemen and light infantry. 

0.:. \Vas you wounded in that affair ?' 5.· 

A. Very early in the day. 
0.:., Do you remember General. Burgoyne bringing up the Britiili line to fup- 6; 

port you, and fonning at the fiJfl: opening of the wood ? 

A. rdo. 
Q. Did General Frafcr's corps arri:v.e precifely in time to occupy the heights on 7. 

the right of the Britifh line \Vhen the attion began ? · 

A. It did, and t\VO companies of light infantry came to my fupport. 

Q:., \Vhere did General Burgoyne poft the 9th regiment? S. •• 

3 A. ru 

6r 
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A. As · foon as they can1e out of the \vood, they filed off t? ,the right, a.nd 
were drawn off at a fmall diftance frmn the left of General Frafer s corps, \ 'lth 
orders to occupy two houfes, one con1pany in each, and defend them to the laft 
e.xtremitv. 

9
. ~ f.lad you an opportunity in that fituation to obferve the ftrefs of the 

action ? 

Io. 

1.1. 

12. 

A. I bad whi1e we remained in that pofition .• 
Q. What was the progrefs of it? 
A. The twenty-firft and fixty-fecond regiments ·were dra·wn up on ou.r left, 

and \Vere attacked about three o'clock on the fame ground \Vhere the p1cquets 
had been attacked. About that time I heard a great deal of firing to my right 
vvith the advanced corps ; an officer came up to General Burgoyne, and acquainted 
him that the enemy vvere endeavouring 'to turn the left of the fixty-fecond regi
ment, on which he difpatched an aid-de-camp with orders to the t\.ventieth regi
ment to fontl on the left of the fixty-fecond; immediately after, fome compa
nies of the light infantry came to occupy the ground the ninth \Vere drawn up 
on -; the n-i-nth \vere then ordered behind a deep ravine, to form a corps-de 4 

referve I fa\V nothing of the action after that. 
Q What \Vas the ftrength of the ninth regiment on that day before they fuftain

ed any lofs ? 
A. On the r ;th of the mo11th· the \Veekly return was given in, and, to the 

beil of my recollection, they ·were two hundred and fifty and odd rank and file 
fit for duty. 

et._ What was the firength of the other regiments in the Briti{h line ? 
A. I cannot fpeak \Vith any certainty, as I did not fee the return'S ; but on 

talking with different commanding officers :: the four Britifu regiments were about 
one thoufand one hundred, and the advanced corps about one thoufand two hun
dred. 

-·Q. \V'here vvas the twenty-fourth regiment? 
A\ With tbe advanced corps. 
'Q. Where vvas the forty-feventh regiment ? 
A. Six companies of the forty-feventh regiment tln1.t ,~.rere with that army, were 

--employed as a guard to the bateaux and provifions, and two vvith the advanced 
corps. 

o.:_ Where were the other two companies ·of that regiment left? 
A. One at Fort George, and another on an ifland in Lake Geor<Ye. 
Q:., Of the eleven hundred which compofed the line on that day, do you know 

how many were loft and difabled ·in the action ? 
A. I have heard the furgeon of the hofpital fay. that there were more than 

five ~undred of the vvhole in the hofpital, but I can't fpeak to how many of 
the lme.. 

Q. Can you fay h0w many were killed? 
A. I can't. 
Q Can you fay how many officers were killed and wot1nded? 
A. I can't immediate] y .. 

<l.:., Were 
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~Were the Britiih troops i11 a condition to have attacked an enemy in in- I 9· 
trenchments after the aCtion ? 

A. After the aCtion of the I 9th, I \\1ent to the hofpital to get my '~rounds 
dreifed, and did not join the regiment till the 8th of October; I can't there
fore give an opinion of my own : but I have heard feveral officers fay, they 
did not think it would have been prudent or right from the lofs they had f-tlftai nc,f 
the da v before. 

Q_ Did the regiments begin to be encreafed in their ftrength from the reco\·ered 20. 

men to any confiderable degree in lefs than eight or ten days ? 
A. Not that I know of. I \Vas at the hofpital at the time. 
Q. Being in the hofpital, had you occafion to know that the regiments were 21 • 

fl:ronger from the receipt of their recovered men on the 7th of OCtober, than 
they were at any tim <:> between the I 9-th of September and that day ? 

A. I know that feveral men ·were difcharged from the hofpitals fo far recover-
ed as to enable them to do their duty. 

<2.:_, At \vhat time did the troops arrive at Saratoga ~ 22 .. 

A. About eight o'clock at night on the 9th. 
et_ l)o you know how long the troo.ps had then been under arms, and without 23 . 

repoie or regular refreihment ? 
A. From the 7th in the morning ... 
~Had they been in aCtion, or in continual expeCtation of aCtion, during that 24 .. 

whole time ? 
A. I was in the front of the army, and I heard a great deal of firing in the rear, 

and we confiantly expeCted and looked for an attack. 
Q_ Did the battery of the enemy on the other fide of the river at Saratoga corn- zs .. 

mand the fort on that river ? 
A. It did. 
et_ Was the ground fuch on our fide as would have enabled our artillery to have 2 6 .. 

fileuced that battery ? , 
A. It did not appear to me that it could. 
Q Had the patfage of the ford been effeCted,.. and the army have proceeded to- 2 7 • . 

wards Fort Edward, on the eaft fule of the river, muft they not neceifarily have 

paifed Batten Hill ?-
A. Undoubtedly. 
Q Do you remember the ford at Batten-Hill ?· 28. 
A. Yes. 
Q. Would it have been. poffible for the army to have paired that ford ·without 2~ .. 

artillery to cover them1 and the enemy pofted on the other fide? 
A. Certainly not. I had an opportunity of feeing the twentieth regiment pafs 

that ford without an enemy to oppofe trhem,. and they took a confiderable tit?e, 
owing to the depth of the water~ the rapidity of the current, and the ftones bemg 
remarkable :!lippery, fo that feveral of them fell into the river. 

Q_ \\7 as you prefent at all the councils of war to which the field officers of the 3o. 
army were called at Saratoga ?-

A. I was .. 
Q..Do 
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Q. Do you remember whether General-Burgoyne ftated the di.fficultie~ o~ the time, 
and ~hat he mentioned his readinefs to undertake any meafure they ihould thmk for the 
honour of the Britifh arms ? 

A. I do remember it. 
Q. \V as the council unanimous to treat with the enemy on honourable terms? 
A. They were. 
0.:., \Vhen the firft terms propofed by General Gates were read to them, were tbey 

unanimous to rejeCt: thetn ? 
A. They were. . . . 
Q After it was decided by a maJonty of .the cou~1l that the .treaty could not 

be fufpended without breach of faith, were not the council then unammous to fign it 
on that day ? . . . . . . . . 

A. As the majority of the council had g1ven 1t as _their op1mon that the p_ubllc faith 
was pledged, the council thought that there was no tlme to be loft, and that lt ought to 
be figned immediately. 

E.i:amined by otber Members oft he Committee and by General Burgoyne occafionally. 

35
. Q__ Do you know or appre.1end that the rebel camp was completely entrenched on 

the 1 gth of September? 
~A. I 8on't knov~r. 

- 36. ~Had you any reafon to believe from information that they completed their en. 
trenchments afterwards ? 

A. I underftood they had-I don't fpeak from authority. 

3 7. Q. Had you reafon to think that the rebels received confiderable reinforcements 
between the 19th of September and the 7th of October? 

A. I did not hear that they had. 
j8. Q. Suppofing the rebels to ha\·e received reinforcements, tould any acceffion of 

ftrength .to our army from the recovery of any number you can fuppoie of the sco 
that were in the hofpital, be equal to a reinforcement of even 500 men received by the 
enemy? 

A. I cannot take upon me to fay. 
~9 . . . ~ From being in the hofpital yourfelf, how many of the soo do you judge 

JOliled the army ? · 
A. I .can't pretend to fay. 

4o_. Q. Do you judge in your own opinion, putting all t e circumftances you can toge
ther, whether the enemy were more likely to be forced on the zoth of September or a 
day or t\VO after, than on the 7th .of October? 

A. It is itnpoffible for n1e to judge-I did not know their ftreno-th on tbe 
Igth of September, or what reinforcements they received before tl~ 7th of 
October~ 

41. Q. Did you apprehend tbe army might ha,·e made their retreat good to Canada 
immediately after the action of the I 9th of September ? 

A. That 
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A. That depended entirely on circumftances. 0.:... Judging fr01n the circumftances you then knew, what is your opinion ? 42. A. I was not more acquainted with the circumftances of the 19th of September than with thofe of the 7th of October. · 0.:.., If the army had had three weeks more provifions when they began their retreat, 43• would not that have been a n1aterial circurnftance to them towards making good their retreat? 
... '\. The army could have defended themfelves longer in their entrenchments at Saratoga if they had had more provifions. 
~ Had you known, immediately after the action of the I 9th of September, that 44· a letter had been received frotn Sir Henry Clinton, mentioning his intention to attack By Genera1 the highlands about that time, would you have thought either a retreat or an immediate Burgoync. attack on theenemy-actvifeable? 
A. Certainly nor. o;_, Do you know whether a council of war was called on the 2oth of September, 45. or immediately after the engagement of the 19th of September ? By other A. I don't know that there was. MemberE ~ ~Did the anny in which you ferved, in its approach to Albany, expect a eo-ope- 46. ration from Sir William Howe on the N·orth River ? 
A. Wedid. 
Q, Do you believe if the army tmder Sjr William Howe, inftead of going 47· by fea up the Chefapeak to Philadelphia, had operated upon the North River to effeCt a junction with General Burgoyne's army, confidering alfo the panic that prevailed after the taking of Ticonderoga, that the army under General Burgoyne would have been made prifoners ? 
A. I fhould think not. 
~ Did you expeCt any great oppofition from the rebel army after the taking 48. Ticonderoga ? 
A. I did not. 
~Upon what grounds did you fo pofitively expecr a co-operation with Sir \Vi!- 49 4 liam Howe's army ? 
A. From General Burgoyne's orders. 
Q. Did you ever fee General Burgoyne's orders ? 5o. A. Every day during the campaign. 
Q By what orders of General Burgoyne did you expeCt a co-oP.eration ? 5 r. A. Early in October General Burgoyne gave it out in orders that there \Vere po-werful armies of the King's then co.:operating with ours. 
Q Did not thofe orders give fpirits to General Burgoyne's army ? . 52. A. · S1tuated as our army was, every profpect of reinforcement muft certainly g1.ve us fpirits . . 
~Did you ever hear of any co-operation before thofe orders of General B\ugoyne's 53· in October? 

• . A. It was generally talked of in the army, but not by authority. · ~Whether, if the operations of Sir Henry Clinton on the North River had taken . 54· place in time, it would not have been looked on as a very advantageous co~operation Viith General ~urgoyne's anny ? · 
K A. I t 
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A. It might have been attended with very good confequences. . 

S.5· Q_ \Vhat fituation in gerrera1, and particularly with regard ~o prov1fions, was General 

Burgoyne's army in, at the time you mentioned thofe encouragmg hopes of co-operation 

in his orders? 
A. The army was put on fhort allowance at t~1at time.. . 

s6. ~ \Vhether in military affai~s a powerful dtvedion, 1.f well executed, 1s not known 

often to anfwer very effeCtually tne purpofes of co-operation ? . 

A. Certainly very good effects have accrued from powerful d1verfions. 

57• 0.:.., If there had been a council of '\var on the zoth of Septe:nber, or immediately 

after the engagement of the 19th, fi:ould you have known of it? 

A. I think I muft have heard of It. 

~S. ~ \¥hether, confidering the circumftances of Sir Wi1liam Howe's having car-

"" ried his army to Chefapeak Bay, you fuppofed, or ever heard it fuppofed, 

that Sir He.:try Clinton would have attempted his operations up the North 

Ri,:er fooner than he did, or previous to the arrival of his reinforcement from 

Europe ? 
A. Not knowing Sir Henry Clinton's ftrength, or his orders, nor the force 

the enemy. had to oppofe him, it is impoffible for me to anfwer that quef

tion. 

69. ~ What effeCt had it on th~ fpirits of General Buro-oyne's army when they found 

there was to be no co-operatiOn between that army and the army of Sir William 

Howe? 
A. \Ye never knew but that there was to be a co-operation. 

[Withdrew. 

CAPTAIN BLoOMFIELD, of the Artillery, called in, and examined by 

General Burgoyne. 

• Q._ IN what capacity dld you ferve in the campaign in America in 1776 and 

1 777? 

2. 
A. I was major of brigade of the royal artillery. 

Q_ Was. you employed by ~~neral Philiips, on your return to England, after 

the campa1gn of 1_776, to folictt a further fupply of artillery for the fervice of 

the enfumg campa1gn ? 

~· On my leaving G~neral Phillips a~ St. John's, in the month of November, 

7 '6, I was charged \Vlth a letter to S1r Guy Carleton wherein he recommended 

4 
~ a 
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it to n1ake a demand of a further fupply of artillery and ftores for the com
plete equipment of an additional number of gun-boats for the ferv-ice of Lake 
Champlain in the enfuing campaign, and likewife for the boats themfelves to 
be fent out in frame-\vorl~. Sir Guy Carleton, on perufing the letter, difap
proved of the boats being fent out1 but approved of the demand of the Hores 
and artillery agreeable to General Phillips's requefr, and they were accordingly 
fent out in the beginning of the year 17 77. 

Q.. At what time did you join the army in the campaign of I 777 ? 3· 
A. I joined the army at Ticonderoga on the 23d of July. 
~Did you live in the family of General Phillips, and had you occaf10n to 4· 

know his fentiments refpecbng the artillery department ? 
A. I did chiefly live with the general, and had frequent occafion to know his 

fen~iments on the fubjecl: of the artillery in the courfe of my duty as brig4de
maJor. 

Q Did you know, or had you reafon to believe, that the proportion of ar- 5· 
tillery employed that campaign was according to the opinion and recommenda
tion of General Phillips ? 

A. I can have no doubt but that an officer of General Phillips's rank and 
extenfive experience muft have determined that point. 

Q, What was the diftribution of the artillery after the enemy evacuated Ti- 6. 
conderoga? 

A. The light brigade of artillery proceeded with the army by the way of 
Skenefborough ; the park brigade and ftores were conveyed acrofs Lake George 
in bateaux. 

Q. Was not a confiderable portion of artillery of the heavieft kind either left 7· 
at St. John's, fent back from Ticonderoga, or difpofed of in veffels ? 

A. It was : there were left at Ticonderoga fix heavy twelve-pounders, one light 
twelve-pounder, four light three-pounders, four royal mortars and twelve eo
horns. Left on board the Roy1:1l George, two heavy twenty-four-pounderf, two 
thirteen-inch mortars, two ten-inch mortars, four eight-inch mortars, four royal 
n1ortars and eight cohorns. Sent back to St. John's in the Radau, fourteen 
heavy twenty-four-pounders, two eight-inch howitzers. Left at Fort George, 
four medium twelve-pounders, two light fix-pounders, two eight-inch howitzers, 
two royal howitzers. With Colonel St. Leger's expedition to Fort Stanwix were 
fent two light fix-pounders, two light three-pounders, four cohorns. Left at St. 
John's, four light fix~pounders, five light three-pounders, four cohorn mortars : 
that was the diftribution of artillery that remained after the army had quitted 
Fort George. The quantity of artillery brought forward with the army were 
four medium twelve-pounders, two light twenty-four- pounders, eighteen light 
fix-pounders, fix light three-pounders, two eighteen-inch howitzers, four royal 
howitzers, two eight-inch n1ortars, four royal mortars. 
~ Was not that park artillery, tho' confifting of fome twenty- four-pou nders 3. 

and fome twelve pounders, properly field artillery ? 
A. They certainly were, and have ever been coniidered as fuch on all field 

fervices. Heavy artillery is of a diflincft nature, and confiderably heav:er than 
guns of the fame calibre which we had in the army. 

K 2 Q: I-Jave 
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9· Q_ flave you ever known a lr(s proportion than the brigaded artillery, which 
was attached to the line and to the advanced corps, allotted to the fame num. 

ber of troops ? . • . 
A~ 'l'he proporti.on of field artillery certamly fhould vary. both m qua~ttty 

and _ nature according to the variety of circumf1:ances under wh1ch the a:my Is to 
ad: ; the t1fual allotment of light field pieces are two to each b~ttahon ;. ar.ct 
from a calculation of the number and ftrength of General Burg?yne s army, I do 
not conceive that our liahe field artillery exceeded that proportion._ 

1 o. Q What do you aprrehend · \Yas the propoitd ufe of artillery in the country, 

in which we were to act ? 
A. To diQodge the enemy from fuch poHs ~s every wh.ere prefent thef!lfelves 

jn that part of the country, and from which 1t may be 1~1poffible to d1ilodge 
them without artillery of a n1ore confiderable calibre than l1ght fix:-pounders. 

1 I. ~Do you remen1ber the pofition whid1 the enemy evacuated at Schuyler's 

Hland ? 
A. I do perfeCtly .. 

12. ~ Had that pofition been maintainec1, would not artillery of the heavieft 
nature \Ve had have been particularly ferviceable ? 

.l\ .• Provided the poft could not have been turned, and the enemy had made 
ufe of every advantage which the ground gave them,. I have no doubt but the 
park artillery would have been abfolutely necdfary. 

13. Q._ Had the paffage of the Hudfon's River, or- of Batten Kill been difputed, 
would artillery of that nature have been ferviceable ? 

A. Doubtlefs it would. 
14~ Q_ Had the enemy taken a pofition at the Forks of the Mohawk River, 

would artillery of that nature have been ferviceable ? 
A·. From the imperfeC1: manner in which I faw thar- ground, it appeared ea• 

pable of being made extremely defenfible,, and,. of courfe, that fort of artHlery 
would have been ferviceable. 

1 5· Q_, Had the army reached Albany, and it had been found expedient to for-
tify a camp there for the winter, would art.illery of that nature have been 
neceffary ? 

A. There can be no doubt of it. 

1 6. Q__ What do you apprehend to be the chief ufe of howitzers and fmall 
mortars in the field. 

A. 1 apprehend they are of infinite fervice ao-ainft. all ' kinds· of loa work ab-
~ . . 0 0 ' 

bat~es, and agamft entrenchments.~ The fmall mortars are particularly ufeful 
agamft redoubts. and other works _where the enemy are confined .. within a fmall 
fpace. 

7· ~Are not log works. a, fpecies of f.ortification peculiar to that country ? 
A. I never faw any e]fewhere. 

I 8. · ~Was the carr.ying forward the artillery from Lake George to the place· where· 
t~e army crofied the Hudfon's River any impediment to the tranfport of pro~. 
vtfions ? ·. 

A. The tranfpott of our artillery. and , ftores were c.onftantly made by horfes 
attached 
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attached to our departmenr, and therefore I do not conceive it did in any man~ 
ner inttrfere with the tranfport of proviGons-I me-an to confine myfelf in this 
anf\Yer to the tranfport from Fort George to the Hudfon's River; for after crof· 
fing the river we had fome oxen and horfes attached to the fervice of the ar
tillt:ry, which I believe were before employed in bringing forward provifions and 
bateaux. 

Q_, 'v\'hat time did it take to bring forward the park artillery from Fort George 19. 
to the bridge of boats over the Hudfon's River ? 

A. The light brigade and the artillery of the park, with their proper propor~ 
tion of fl:ore::. and ammunition, had the ir horfes, carriages, and drivers conftant1y 
attached to them ; it therefore required no more time to carry thofe ftores than 
vvc:s neceffary for the carriages themfelves to pafs from Fort George to t he 
H udfon's Hiver ; but with refpect to the referve which \Vas afterwards tranf
ported by water in bateaux, I believe two days with all our carriages would eafily 
have conveyed them to the l--Iudfon's River. 

Q Do you remember the pofition of the King's troops from the time of the 20e 

attack on rhe 19th of ~epterr1ber · to the attack on the 7th of October ?· 
A. Yts. 
Q__ I-! ad the army made a movement to gain the left- of the enemy's en· 2 I •· 

trench men ts w ithout previouily conft ruCling redou b ts on the heights that com
manded· the pl'ain, would not the bateaux, provificns and hofpital have been 
left op ~n to. an attack from. the enem y's right ? 

A. T!iey woulO have been left expofed undoubtedly. 
Q Were not the largefr guns we had the propereft pieces of arti11ery for thofe 2 2 . 

redoubts ? 
A. I think it was a fervice that was exactaly adapted to them. 
Q. Do you remember the difpo.fition made by General Burgoyne on the 7th 23. 

of OCtober? 
A. I do. 
Q:., At what. time was you \vounded in tnat attack?' 2-f:. 
A. I believe in about twenty minutes after it commencedo. 
Cl \V hat circumftance of the action did you ob_ferve before you was wound- 2 5• 

ed, particularly refpecring the artillery and the enemy's advancing under the fire 
Gf the artillery, and what happened. to the trQops pofted immediately on the left 
of the artillery r 

A. The groLmd on which the artillery was, poiled was a clear fpot, in a great 
rheafure iurrounded bv woods, the fkirts of w hi eh on our left wa5 diitant 
about two hundred yards where the attack firil began. The two medium twelve-
pounders were pofred on a finall eminence, nearly in the center of this cleared. 
fj·>ot between the Ge.rman picquers and a detachment of the 1-Idie Hanau regi
ment. On the enemy's column approaching, the fire of the tweh-e-pounders andj 
the four fixes was immediately directed towards the enemy's column, notwirh
ftanding which, they drew up along the fkirts of the wood behind trees, and 
after driving in the Germans, kept a pretty warm fire of mu{ketry on the guns' 
and the troops pofted: about them ; foon after this I heard a firing on the right 

towardS:, 

3 

6g 
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towards a c1eared fpot~ feparated from us by a wo~d on v.:hich the light infan. 
try were pofted on very 'COmU)anding gr~und. On thetr retrea~mg, as, alfo the twenty. 
fourth regiment who was ?rawn up tn th.e wood on our nght, tne enemy made 
their appearance ofl .an emmen~e on our nght, and cut off the rerr:at of the ar .. 
tillery-At this mon1ent I received n1y wound? and therefore can giVe no farther 
.account of the circ1unftances of .that day's aB:wn. 

Examined by other l'v1embcrs of the Committee. 

Q. What was t11e number of horfes in general employed for the artillery af-

ter the march from Ticonderoga ? . . . . 
A. The whole number of horfes detached wtth the Bntlih artillery, prevtous 

to the paffing the I-Iudfon's River, was about four hundred. 
Q. How many would have been neceffary for the field pieces attached to the 

battalions only ? -
A. Eighteen fix-pounders at four horfes each ; fix three-pounders at three 

horfes each, and two royal howitzers at three horfes each : the remainder were for 
park artillery, ammunition, and ftores of all kinds to accommodate the army on 

Its march. 
Q. \¥as the' forage for thefe horfes procured in the country on their march, 

or brought from a diftance? 
A. A quantity of oats was brought forward from Canada, but with refpett to 

other forage they were under the neceffity of colleCt ing it in the neighbourhood 

of the encampment. 
~ How many waggons might the bringing on that quantity 'of oats employ? 
A. I believe the quantity of oats after paffing Fort Edward was fo triflincr 

that I don't believe it loaded one waggon. 
0 

Q_ After the army arrived at Fort Edward, did any delay or not arife to its 
forward progrefs from bringina on the park artillery, waiting for horfes and dri 4 

vers fo.r that purpofe, or to provide forage? 
A. The park artillery remained at Fort Edward no lonaer than was neceffary' 

during the time the army remained in that neighbourhood~ I d not know of 
any delay whatever from the want of horfes and drivers. I-Iad the park artillery 
n1oved forwards fooner, no end could have been anfwered by it, before the bridge 
was thrown over the Hudfon's River. 
~\V ere there any gun-boa s fent out to Quebec for the campaign 1776? 
A. There were. 
et_ Were there a fufficient number fent out, in your opinion? 
A. It appeared that the naval force v.:as fuperior to that of the rebels, from the 

ev~nt of that engagement; and therefore I conclude, that for the ufeg of that cam
paign there were a fufficient nun1ber. 

Q Did yo~ apprehend, before the event of the aClion on the lakes, that the num· 
her was fuffictent, and went out in time! A. Y.le 
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A. We had received very exaggerated accounts of the rebel force· on the lakes, 
and therefore uncommon exertions were ufed to render our force as formidable as 
poffible ;. and proba?ly fome time was loft, and the campaign in fome degree 
retarded, from that ctrcurnftance .. 

Q_, Would the campaign h:1ve been retarded fo long if a greater number of gun- 34· 
boats had been fent out? 

A. Certainly not. 
Q_ vVhat number of artificers were fent to Canada for the campaign in· 1776? 35·· 
A. I don''t immediately recollect the exaCt number; but I think Colonel Chrifiie 

engaO'ed about two hundred. l kno'v of no others being fent out. 
Q Do you know of more being a:lked for by the artillery or engineers, as neceffary 3 6. 

for the campaign ? 
A. I did hear of fome fuch intention ; but at this diftance of dme I cannot parti

cularly anfwer that queftion. 
Q Whether the number of artificers fent out for that campaign, were) in any 3T· 

rleg1 ee, fufficient for the purpofe of carrying it on ? 
A Certainly not. We were under the nel:effiry: of colleCting all the artificers that 

could be met with in Canada for the armament of St. John's only,. moft of the 
bateaux being built by private c mtratt. 

Q Were not the operations of th::tt campaign confiderably retarded, for -vvant of 38. 
the number of artificers-that were afke~ l t0r and not grantrd ? 

A. Had the number of artificers been greater, there can be no doubt but the 
,vork would have gone on much fafter. With refpefr to the artificers being de
manded, l have already fJid I do not recolleCt the number. 
~ Were there not horfes neceifary for conveying the ftores and ammunition 3 9· 

neceffary fc r the field train ; and how many t 
A. The beft anf\ver to that queftion will,. I apprehend, be, a frate of the number of 

horfes aCtually attached to the feveral brigades of artillery, fince the aUotment of 
ftores and ammunition were exactly proportioned to the number o£ pieces which . 
thev accompanied.-- Anfwer m-

'r • d h d d f 1.. h '1 terrupted , r fhe bngade attache . to t e a vance corps 0 1g . t artl lery. confifted of going into 
eighty-five--] the detail. 

Q__ How many horfes might have been fpared, if the heavy park of artillery had 40. 
not attended the army? 

A. It wc,ul.:l have made· a difference of two hundred and thirty-feven horfes. 
Q.. Was the army furni!hed with carts to have employed thofe two hundred and 4 r . 

thirty-feven horfes? 
A. I really cannot anfwer that q.ueftion of my own knowledge ... 

[Withdrew .. 

Jovis 
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Jovis 3o die Junii, I 7 7 9 · 

LIEUTENANT CoLONEL KINGSTON called in, and examined by General Burgoyne. 

l. Q_ IN what capacity did you act ,in the campaign of I 7 77 ? . 
A. As deputy adjutant general of the province of ~ebec; I acted as adjutant 

general of the army under General Burgoyne, and alfo as fecretary to General Bur-

goyne. . . . 

2 • Q. Did not that double capacity, and the confidenc~ w1t~ whtch General B~1rgoyne 
treated you, lead you to the knowledge of the matenal circumftances attendmg that 

campaign? 
A. I looked on myfelf to be in the entire confidence of the general. 

3· ~Did General Burgoyne give any orders for the augmentation of artiliery de-

ftined for this expedition, after his arrival in Canada? 
A .. There was no fuch order went through me; nor did I hear of any fuch order 

being given. 
4· Q Have you reafon to believe that the proportion of artillery employed was ac

cording to the opinion and recommendation of Major General Phillips? 
A. I believe General Burgoyne had the greatefl: confidence in General Phillips's 

·knowledge and abilities; and I believe the proportion of artillery to have been 

arranged between General Phillips and Sir Guy Carleton, becaufe I don't know of 
any directions given by General Burgoyne upon that head. 

S· . Q. What were the orders given, at the opening of the campaign, refpecring the 
1ncun1brances of baggage ? 

['T'he witnejs refers to the orderly book, which he had with him. 

Read the orders. 

They are the original orders, written by myfelf at the time. 

{Reads.] "' Extracrs from orders ilfued by Lieutenant General Burgoyne at Montreal, 
dated 30th May, 1777. 

" The regiments deftined for the expedition under General Burgoyne are to 

'' leave in their refpective fiores their blanket coats, legaino-, and 21l baagae:e 
"h b r. . bb b'-' 

t at can e 1pared dunng the fumn1er months; the offit:ers are depended on 
" not to encumber the fervice w1th moPe bagaao·e than fhall be abfolutely ne-
~' ffi .c • h 1 b b ce ary 10r a campa1gn \Y ere t 1e movements may be expecred to be fudden 
" ann alert ; the portion of bateaux to each regiment ·will be reaulated on thofe 
"' principle~ .. ,, 

0 

6. Q Were thofe orders afterwards enforced ? 
A. Orders 
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A. Orders were i:ffued again to the fa1ne purport, dated Skenefborough Houfe, 

July I 2. 
[Reads. J " It is obferved that the injun&ion given, before the army took the field, 

H relative to the baggage of officers, has not been complied with; and that the regi

" ments in general are encumbered with 1nuch more baggage than they can poffibly be 

" fupplied \vith n1eans of convey'ing, when they quit the lake and rivers; warning is 

" therefore again given to the officers, to convey by the bateaux, which will foon 

" return to Ticonderoga, the baggage that is not indifpenfibly neceifary to them ; 

" or upon the fir!l fudden movement, it muft inevitably be left upon the ground. 

'' Such gentlemen as ferved in America th~ laft war may remember that the officers 

" took up with foldiers' tents, and often confined their baggage to a knapfack for 

" 1n0nths together." 

Q. Have you a letter from General Burgoyne to General Reidefel, on the fubjet! 8. 

of the incumbrance of baggage? 
A. I have an extraCt of it, taken from the original letter in the letter- book. It is 

as follo\vs : 

ExtraB of a Letter from Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne to Major Ge;zeral Reidejel, lated Head 

f0jarters at SkenejboJough, the t'dth ]uly, 1777. 

" Je vous fupplie de faire en forte, que l'efprit de l'ordre par rapport 

" a le renvoye des baggages des officiers a Ticonderoga aye lieu. 

" Les baggages des officiers Britanniques font deja renvoyes, et il n'en 

" refie a plufieurs qu'une petite tente, et un valife. C'eft reelement pour 

,, l'intereft de l'officier a la fin, que je fuis fi porte a cet article." 

T R A N S L AT I 0 N. 

" I requeft you to take meafures that the fpirit of the order refpeCting 

" the fending back officers' baggage to Ticonderoga n1ay have due force. 

" The baggage of the Briti!h officers is already gone, and many of them 

"' have only retained a fmall tent and one cloak bag. It is really for the in

" tereft of the ..,officers, in the end, that I am fo preffing upon this fubje8." 

Q \Vhen the contract was made for horfes and carts at Montreal, \vas it the 9· 
general opinion of the perfons of beft intelligence confulted, that the number was 

more or lefs than nece:ffary for the fervice on which we were going? 

73 

A. In general converfation on that fu bjeCt I remem her to have heard it faid, that 

though they were infufficient, we might expeCt to find additional fu pp lies in the 

country. I have extracts of letters here that paifed between Gener'll Burgoyne and 

General Phillips on that fubjetl:. They are extracted from the original letter copy-
See Appen
dix. 

book. · 

~ Have you the returns, or extracts of the returns, of the ftrength of the army 

at all the different periods of the campaign ? 
L 

10. 

A. I 
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I I. 

12. 

16. 

18. 

20. 
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A. I have extraCts from the rettrtns. 
Q_ What was the ftrength of the regular troops, at the higheft, at the opening of 

the carnpaign, rank and file, fit for duty? 
A. The firft returns I received on the firft of July, 

The Briti!h were 3576 fit for duty. 
Germans 2 9 I 9 do. 

6489 
I fpeak folely of the army under Lieut. General Burgoyne. 

Q_ \rVhat were the numbers of the artillery, and the corps under Lieutenant 
N utt, attached to the fervice of the artillery ? 

Briti!h artillery 257 
Gennans Ioo 
Recruits under Lieut. N utt ·154 

Q._ Were there any other troops in the army that could be called regulars ? 
A. There were Canadians, Provincials, and Indians; but I never confidered them 

as regulars, becaufe they were not difciplined. 
~ Can you ftate about what was the number of the Canadians ? 
A. The Canadians were I 48 the higheft number •. 
. Q. The Provincials ? 
A. I would be underftood to fpeak to the opening of the campaign the firft of July. 

They were low then, and encreafed afterwards. ·They were then 83. 
~ The Indians ? 
A. Between three and four hundred. It was very difficult to collect what their 

number ·v\'as exactly. 
Q Was the army ever fo high in numbers, Provincials and Indiaas excepted" as 

at that period ? 
A. I believe it never was. On the 3d of September additional companies joined 

the Britifh, to the amount of abo.ut 300 men ; but from killed and wounded, and the 
garrifon left at Ticonderoga~ the army was at no time equal to its firft number. 
· Q._ What was the force left at Ticonderoga? 

A. The firft garrifon confifted of 462 Briti!h, rank and file, 448 Germans, rank 
and file; n1aking 91 o in the whole. 

Q. Do you remember the difficulties which attended moving th(!' wounded to 
Ticonderoga, after the action at Huberton ? 

A. I remember to have heard they were very great.. Different propofitions were 
made for the removing them, fuch as biers and hand-barrows, which were fo very 
incommodious, that I remember to have been told that the wounded would rather 
be left where they were than move in the then ftate of their wounds by fuch con
veyances. 

CL Do you know what \\·'ere General Burgoyne's motives for detaching General 
Reide.fel with a large corps of troops to the country in the neighbourhood of Caf
tkton? 

A. I don't remember to have been prefent when General Reidefel received his 
orders or inftructions ; but I underftood it was to create an alarm towards the Con
neCticut, to give encouragement to the loyal inhabitants, if any fuch there were,.. 
and to proteCt thofe that were wounded at Ht4herton. or thereabouts .. 

Q__ \Vas 
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Q_ Was the removal of thofe -vvounded effeCted long before General Reidefel was 2 r. 
recalled from Caftleton ? 

A. I believe n_ot; for I am not quite certain that the whole were moved when Ge
neral Reidefel returned to the army at Skenefborough, a day or two before the firft 
divifion of the army moved towards Fort Anne. 

Q Have you any papers written by General Burgoyne between the time he was 2 2 • 

at Montreal and the time he left Skenefborough, explanatory of the motives on 

75 

which he aB:ed ? See Appcn-
A. I have. They are extracts from the original letter-book. dix. 

Q_ Are you acquainted with any facts that will afcertain whether, on the army's 2 3. 
arriving at Fort Edward, it was forwarder in its progrefs tO\\·ards Albany, in point 
of time, than it would have been had it taken the route by Ticonderoga and Lake 
George r 

A. In anfwer to that queftion I have to fay, the army, by taking that route, was 
a-head of the tranfport of provifions, which, for the greater part, went from Ticon
deroga by the route of Lake George. 
~ At our firft arrival at Fort Edward, and previous to the roads being mended, 24. 

in what proportion did provifions arrive at our camp ? 
A. Very little more than for the immediate confumption. 
Q. Have you the n1emorandum-books of Sir Francis Clarke? ?..S. 
A. Yes. 
Q Do you know then1 to be his hand-writing? 26. 
A. I am fully convinced of it, having feen hitn enter many of the articles in thefe 

books. 
Q.:., Has there been any alteration or addition fince you had them ? 2 7. 
A. None. 
Q What was the character of Sir Francis Clarke refpe8::ing his accuracy? 28. 
A. I never faw an officer more attentive to the duties of his ftation than Sir Francis 

Clarke, and always found him exceedingly accurate in the remarks he made. 
Q. Are there any memorandums refpecting the arrival of provifions at that 29. 

time? 
A. There are feveral. 
<t, You will read two or three ? 3 o. 
A. [Reads.]-" Fifth Auguft. ViCtualling of the army out this day. and from 

" difficulties of the roads and tranfports, no provifion came in this night." 
" Sixth Auguft.-At ten o'clock this morning, not quite enough provifions arrived 

"for the confumption of two days." 
~Was it in general underftood, from the combined intelligence received by 3 r. 

General Reidefel, while he was detached to Caftletown, and that received by Ge
neral Burgoyne from the Provincials in his camp, that there were n1any well affected 
inhabitants towards Bennington, who would ihew themfelves on the approach of 
troops; and that there was dejeCtion and fubmiffion among the party attached to the 
congrefs in that country ? · 

A. I did hear feveral reports to that purpofe. 
L 2 QHave 
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~Have you the original rough draft of the ~xpedition to Bennin~ton,. as ~refented 
to General Burgoyne from General Reidefel; w1th General Burgoyne s alterations and 

additions ? •• 
A. I have the original rough draft of the propofals for the expeditiOn to Benning-

ton; but not being prefent at the time, I can't fay wheth:r thofe pr.opofals were deli

vered by General Reidefel or not ; but I know of alterations made 1n thofe propofals 

by G.eneral Burgoyne, fron1 a knowledge of his hand-writing. 

Note The witnefs delivered in to the Committee the original rough draft of the 

' InftruCtions, with a fair copy. 

~Whether you have rearm~ tO· know that all the erafures and alterations in that 

plan were made before the expedition too~ plac~ ? 
A. I believe they were, from the readmg of lt. 
Q_ Do you remember taking this plan to General Phillips the day Gentral Bur-

goyne went to Fort George to infpect the tranfport of prov.ifions ~ 

A. I do remember it very well ; it was the rough draft I took. 

Q.... What were General Phillips's fentiments upon it? 
A. I remember General Phillips and I had a long converfation on the ilownefs of 

the arrival of the tranfport of provifions; and he faid he looked on this as a very good 

idea; that he faw no objeCtion, and aiked me if I knew of any. 

Q Do you remember 1hewing the plan to General Frafer? 

A. I do. very welL. 
Q What did he exprefs oii the fubjeCl:? 
A. He defired me to leave it with him till the afternoon for his confideration. He 

came hi1nfelf to my tent the next morning early; he expreifed himfelf to me in a 

n1anner that conveyed a djfapprobation of the Germans being employed in It. I 

think l.obfer.ved to him that fince the honour gained by the advanced corps at Hu

berton, I believed General Reidefel was defirous of having the Germans employed. 

l mentioned to General Frafer m)~ ideas of provifions being obtained by that expedi

tion, and the army thereby enabled to get quicker on to Albany than waiting for the 

flow tranfport from Fort George. General Frafer faid fotnething about Germans, which 

I don't recolleCt ; which brought this remark from me. I defired General Frafer, 

from the fri~ndihip he had for General Burgoyne, if he faw any real objection 

to this plan, to exprefs himfelf fully and freely to General Burgoyne himfelf; that 

the fcouts of the army and the guides were attached to his the advanced corps, and 

he might, through them, perhaps know more of the nature of the country than 

I. did ; and therefore I preffcd him to mention his objeCtions, if he had any, to 

Deneral Bu.rgoyne. I think he faid, but am not quite certain, " the Germans are 

'' not a very activ~ people; bu_t it may do." I preffed him at parting to go to 

General Burgoyne~ . If he thought It would not do. He faid No, and went off. 

Q Were not many of the Provincials in the army of the country about Benning~ 

ton, and towards the Connecticut ? . 
A. I can't pretend to fay they were from that country; but 1 underftood many of 

them. w~re well acq~1ainted with that coimtry. 
Q_,Do.· 
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~Do you remember Captain Sherwood in particular ? 39• 

A. I do very well. 
Q Was he of that country ? 

40. 

A. I underftood he \Vas of that neighbourhood. 

Q. Did you ever hear Colonel Skeene, or any other Provincial,. confulted on an 41 . 

expedition into that country, exprefs any apprehenfion of its fucce!s? 

A. I never did. Sir Francis Clarke told me he had received favourable accounts 

from Colonel Skeene ; and I believe after part of the expedition had taken 

place. 
Q. Are there any n1emorandums of Sir Francis Clarke's, refpeeting the expedi- 4 '2. 

tion to Bennington ? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Is there any that marks the difcance between Batten Kill and Bennington ? 4 3· 

A. Yes; it is his hand- vriting. 

[Reads. J '' From the mouth of Batten Kill, Eafi, for two miles; then fl:rike off 

" South Eaft for about fifteen miles to Cambridge; and fo on about twelve n1iles 

" to Bennington.'' 
44· 

Q. Have you the original letters, written from Colonel Baume to General Bur-
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goyne, while he was on the expedition? 
See the Ap-

A. They are here. [He delivered them in to the Committee. pendix. 

Q_ Is there any memorandum 0f Sir Francis C larke's marking the time when 45· 

Colonel Breyman was ordered to march to fupport Colonel Baume ? 

A. [Reads.] " 15th Auguft. Exprefs arrived from Sancoick ;. at fiye in the morn .. 

" ing ; corps de referve ordered to march. 

'' 16th Auguft. During the night, exprefs arrived from Sancoick with an account 

" of the repulfe this evening of a detachtnent of ours on an expedition. 

" Sunday, I 7th Auguft. The general \Vent up to the nventieth regiment, ad

'' vanced on the road to Sancoick, and met the corps de referve, the men of that 

'~ expedition returning all day." 

~ Do you recollect what time of the day it was General Burgoyne met Cola.- 46. 

nel Breyman on his return on the I 7th ? 

A. I think it was fometime between one and three o'clock. 

~ Have you the infiruttions given by General Burgoyne to Colonel· Skeene on 47~ 

that expedition r 
A. Here is a copy of them. 

See the N.---
pendix. ~ 

~ Is there any memorandum of Sir Francis Clarke's, of any intelligence receiverl 

from Colonel St. Le.ger about this time ? 

A. There is of the 12th of Auguft. 

[Reads.] " This morning received intelligence of an action near Fort Stanwix." 

Q_ After the failure of the expedition to Bennington, can you fpeak to the ef- -4-9· 

forts made for forwarding provifions? 

A. I know that very great efforts were made both bef0re and after. I under

flood that General Burgoyne and General Phillips had been both at different times 

at Fort George to fonvard the provifions, and I believe fubfcquent to the ill ne\VS 

from Bennington. The quarter-mafter-general (.I mer.n Captain Money)., 'vas fent. 
by 
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by General Burgoyne to Fort Enward, and I believe t? Fort G~orge, to colleCt all horfes and teams pof:fible, and to make every exertton to bnng forward the provifions. . . . 0:__ H_ave you the calc.ulatlOn, ~ade by th.e. comn1rifary-gen~ral, of the c;arr1ages and horles neceffary for d1fferent given quantitles of provliions . A. It is here. I believe it is the original. . Q_,. Did the march of the artillery frorn Fort Geor~e to the bndge of boats over Hudi1m's River, interfere ·with the tranfport of provdions? A. I have bad many converfations \\·ith General Phillips and the quarter-mafiergeneral about the tranfport of provifions, and never. ren1e~ber to ha.ve heard from them, or any other perfon, that the 1narch of the arttllery tnterfered 1n any manner with the tranfport of provifions. 

Q_ About v:.rhat time did the additional companies arrive? .A. Tbe 3d of September. , . Q What was the 11ate of the army \vhen ·we paffed the Hudfon s River? A. My return goes to the dl: of September. 
Britiib, fit for duty under arms, 26 3 5 rank and file. 
·Gerrna1~s I 7 11 'The 300 additional did not join the army till the 3d of September, fo that thi~ return 1s exclufive of them. 

Q, What was the .frrength of the artillery and Lieutenant N utt's corps at that time? 
A. I believe there was very little variation in either of them from the former return. 
<t, Have you General Burgoyne's application to Sir Guy Carleton for a gar· rifon from Canada for Ticonderoga, before he paffed the Hudfon's River? A. 1 have extracts from letters of Genera1 Burgoyne ta Sir Guy Carleton, the 11th of July, 1777, and the 29th of July, 1777· 0.:.. Was there any confiderable alteration in the ftrength of the army between .the return of the I ft of September, and the action on the 19th ? · A. There V\'as a :lk.irmifh or two, but the lofs \vas not material in that in· terval. 
<z_ In the courfe. of the fervice, did you ever know any inftance of a day of aCtion, \vhere there was not fome deductions from the effeCtive ftrength upon pa· per, for baggage guard~, bat-men, care of the fick, and other indifpenfible regimental contingencies ? 
A. I .apprehend there muft always be deduetions of that fcrt. ,Q, In the fervice of our campaign, was there not a confiderable additional .. dedufri0n for the care and defence of the bateaux and movable magazines? A. It muft of courfe make an additional drain from the army • . 0.:. Was. not all 've had ·of the forty-feventh regiment appropriated to that par· ttcular fervtce ? 
A. It generally was ; I believe always fo. 

. ~ Thefe dedufrions confidered, about 'fhat number do you compute the Brittfh hne to have confifted of on the· day of the action of the 19th. 
4 

A. I 
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A. I believe the four regiments of the line engaged that day an1otmted to lit
tle more than one thoufand one hundred tnen on the fpot under arms in the ac
tion. 

Q:._ What lofs did the Britifh fuftain in that aCt:ion ? 6 r. 
A. Killed, wounded, and prifoners, rather more than lefs than five hundred. 
Q.. Can you fpeak particularly to the lofs of the line? 6z .. 
A. I believe about feventy-fix killed rank and file, and between two hundred 

and forty and two hundred and fifty wounded, and about twenty·eight or thirty 
miffing and prifoners. 
~ Do you recollect the ftrength of the 2oth regimegt when they made their 6 3· 

laft charge on the enemy ? 
A. I do very well. I was by General Phillips when the orders were given for 

that charge; he was then in the front of the line: the ranks appeared to be_ 
very thin, the regiment were much fatigued with the length of the action, but 
moved on to the charge with fpirit. 

<l.:._ Do you remember General Burgoyne going up to the fixty-fecond regiment 64; 
immediately after the firing ceafed, and the report that was made to him by the 
commanding officer of the fiate of that regiment ? 

A. I retnember it, and the 0.fficer reponing the great lofs they had fufiain
ed in the aCl:ion; I faw them, and they appeared to be very confiderably reduced 
in number. 

Q. Do you remember the officer mentioning that they had not above fifty or fixty 65<>
men in the regiment ?· 

A. I can't fpeak pofitively to that; but in my own judgment they did- not ex,.. 
ceed that number. 
~Were not both the fidd-officers wounded ? - 66. 
A. Colonel Anfiruther and Major Harnage were both \vounded:, and a great many 

other officers ·were killed and wounded, and the regiment fuffered greatly. · 
Q., To what degree did the men of the artillery fuffer in that aCtion? 67 ... 
A. I think, but am not quite certain, that the number that were \vith four guns 

amounted to forty-eight. I faw Captain Jones, who was a very gallant man, . and 
commanded thofe four guns, killed, and fon1e other officers wounded, and I be
lieve about thirty ·fix of the men were killed and wounded. I fh.ould in juftice 
to the artillery fay, that I think it is not in the power of men to keep a bet-
ter fire, hoth of round and grape-ihot, than was fucceffive1y 1naintained for feveral 
hours that day. 
~ From your experience in the fervice, do you conceive it would have oc- 6 ~ 

curred to any officer, to engage troops, if he could poilibly avoid it, in the fitua.-
tion in w hi eh the Britiih line \vas the day after that action ? 

A .. 'I'he experience of an officer of my inferior rank does not lead to much; · 
but I ihould have been for.ry to have given orders to thofe regiments, after the 
gallant fufferings of that day, to have attacked an army reported,_ both from our 
fpies and our prifoners, to be very near if not more than four times the num
ber of our whole force :. add to this, the country was a very thicl,( wood, and 
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the fituation of the rebel camp, I believe, could not by any means be recon. 
noitred within that fpace of time. . . . 

Q__ Do you remember General Bu:goy~e rec~IVmg. a l~tter fr~m S1r Henry 
Clinton the day but one after that achon, 1nformmg l11m, that he mtended about 
that time an attack on Fort Montgomery ? 

A. I do remetnber his receiving a ktter from Sir Henry Clinton about that time; 
it was the 2. 2d of September. 

Q. Do you imagine that any officer knowing of that letter would have enter
tained thoughts of immediately rene\ving an attac~ up~n the enemy ? 

A. As far as an opinion of an officer of my mfenor rank goes, I fhould not 
have thought of itJ nor did I hear any officer of any rank exprefs fuch an idea 
at that tim·e. 

CZ:_. From \vhat you kne·w of the country, did you not believe that a fuc
.cefsful attack from Sir Henry Clinton during the time we lay at that camp, 
'vould either have difiodged General Gates entirely, or have obliged him to de· 
tach .confiderably from his army? 

A. I remember our fcouts giving information, that a bridge \Vas .laid over 
the Hudfon's River, very near the enemy's camp ; and it was the opinion of 
fome very confidential men that were e1nployed in that army in that capacity, 
and were much under the direaion of General FraferJ that on the approach of 
Sir Henry Clinton's army, the army of Mr. Gates could not fiand us, but would 
crofs the river, and go tovYards N evv England. Whether the idea was right or 
wrong, I can't tell. 
,~Did you ever hear fuch perfons, or any others, exprefs an idea, that the 

enemy would have taken the fame meafure on our advancing to attack them 
without that co-operation ? 

A. i don't remember to have heard any fuch thing. 
Q. Do you imagine that any officer knowing of Sir Henrj' Clinton's letters, 

would have thought it proper to retreat after the action of the I 9th of Sep
tember? 

A. I never heard any 0fficer exprefs an idea of that fort. I don'ti. know what 
officers might be within the knowledge of fuch a letter; but I lived intimate· 
ly with ·General Phillips, General Frafer, and with Mr. Twifs, the engineer; 
Yvhether the letter was in their knowledge or not, I don't know : but I never 
heard them exprefs fuch :;m idea. 
Q~ Did you ever hear any officer of that army, though una~quainted with 

the letter, before or fince the .time, fXprefs a difapprobation of the meafure of 
remaining in that camp without either attacking or retreating ? 

A. Neither then or at any time ·while I remained in America, and of courfe 
not fince. 
~ From your converfation with the chief ·engineer, and from other circum· 

ftances, have you reafon to know, that every poffible means \Vere ufed after 
the aCl:ion of .the I 9th, to obrain a knowledge of the ground on the enemy's 
left ? 

A .I 
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A. I had frequent con-verfations with. the chief engineer on that fubjetl. I be
lieve his attention was given to that point almofi: every day, and ~ knowledge of 
that ground I underfiood to be very difficult to be obtained. . · 

Q. Was not the right of the enemy deemed i1npracticable. . 76. 
A. I had no opportunity myfelf of feeing the right of the enemy_; but I un

derfiood. from others, that the pofition was too ftrong toJ be attacked with any pro
fpect of fuccefs. 

0.:.. Were there not frequent confultations held between G.eneral Burgoyne, Ge. 77. 
neral Phillips and General Frafer,_ previous to the 1novement up to the enemy on 
the 7th of O(tober? 

A. I underfiood there was 1carce a day paffed vrithout fuch. confultation; 1 be
lieve no day after the action of the I 9th. 

Q Did you conceive that the chief purpofe of that movement '\vas to attain 7 8 •. 
a knowledge of the left of the enemy's I?Ofition, and if expedient to. attack thetn 
there?. 

A. I undt;;dlood it was. 
Q:.. Did it appear to you,. that the force left in camp, under General I-Iamil- 79· 

ton, was more than fufiicient to keep the enemy in check?. 
A. I don't think it '\-\ras. 
~ From the intimacy and. confidence in ·which you lived \Vith General Bur- So •. 

goyne and General Fr.afer, .. do you i1nagine any difagreement of O.Rinion could have 
fubfifted between them '\Vithout your kno\v.ledge ?. 

A. I think 1 muft have heard of it ... 
~Do you know any infiance, but more efpecially refpecting tne periods of 8 1• . 

paffing the Hudfon's River,, the action. of the I 9th of September, and that of 
the 7th of October, \vherein General Frafer exp,reifed a difaP.probation of Gene-
ral Burgoyne's meafures.? 

A. I do not : but I \vould· beg leave to obferve; that upon the plan to 
Bennington, General Frafer had expre!fed a different opinion, with refpeCt to em
ploying· the Germans. At the time of palling the Hudfon's River, and after it 
was croffed, l had. a great deal of converfation. with General Frafer: he feemed . 
to exprefs fatisfaction in the manner in ·which the troops had paffed. 

Q In the aCtion of the 7th o£ October, after the. German troops on the left 82 •. 
of the artillery had given \vay, did . you obferve G.enerar Phillips and General 
Reidefel. in perfon? 

A. I was with. General Phi11ips at different tiines, and I fa\v General Reide
fel more than once;. they, were. both very active, and exerted themfel ves very 
much to form the broken troops, and to make the retreat as regular as the cir~ 
c:umfiances. would permit. 

Q. What was the laft time you· fa-vv Sir Fl·ancis Clarke ih that aCtion, and do you 8 3; 
know \Vhat orders he \vas carrying ? 

A. It ·was. after the retreat 'vas. become very generaL Sir Francis Clarke 
a/ked me, if 1 had given any orders to the artillery to retreat? I told him, that 
as there was a major-general of the artiller-y in the field, who \Vas confeHed , 
by the anny to be a very. excellent officer, I would. not take on myfelf, as ad.:.. 
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jut::mt-general, to give orders to any part of the artillery. Sir Francis Clarke told 

111e, that a difpofition had been made for a g;eneral retreat, . and that he was 

going with orders fr?m General Burgoyne to . bnng off the artillery. A bout the 

infl:-mt ~re were partmg, a very heavy fir~ came ~pon us from. the en.emy, and 

I have fince had reafon to beiieve, that S1r Franc1s Clarke received hts wound 

at that titne. 
Q_ On the day of the 8th, do ~ou remembe: the e~emy forming a line in the 

meadows, and making a demonftratwn of attackmg us . 
A. I do remetnber it very well, and that there \vas a great deal of cannonading 

from the enemy. 
o.:_ Do you remember alfo a cannonading in the afternoon, about the time of 

General Frafer's funeral ? 
A. I think I fuall never forget that circumftance. General Frafer, I under

flood had defired to be buried privately, in one of the redoubts that ·had been 

raifed for the proteCtion of our tnagazines and ftores; as the corpfe was palling 

by, General Burgoyne, General Phillips, and I believe General Re~defel, and 

{everal other officers, out of refpect to General Frafer's memory, and to do him 

honour in the eyes of the army, notwirhftanding his requeft, attended his fune

ral into the redoubt.. The enemy vvere in this inftance, I thought, very defec

tive in poiut of humanity ; they pointed a gun or two at that very redoubt, 

.and kept up a brifk. cannonade during the whole of the funeral fervice, which 

'vas performed with great folemnity and very .deliberately by Mr. Brudenel, the 

chaplain. I never faw fo affeCting a fight. 
Q, Do you re me m her on the march to Saratoga feeing a corps of the enemy at 

work on the plain of Saratoga? 
A. I do very well ; a ·working party, and what appeared to be a battalion or 

more dravvn up as a covering party. 
~ Was that the corps that afterwards took pofi on the oppofite fide of the 

river ? 
A. I believe it 'vas the fame corps, I favv afterwards pai1ing the ford. 

Q_ After the arrival of the army at Saratoga, vVa5 Lieutenant Colonel Suther-

1and detached with a command to cover a party of workmen to repair bridges 

and roads, in order to contim.1e the retreat Orl the weft fi.de of the river ? 
A. He \-Vas ordered with a party to repair bridges and roads on the ·weft 

fide .. 
<-2: Do you remember on what account Colonel Sutherland and the party ·were 

recalled? 
A. I be'lieve it was on information given by our fcouts, that the enemy were 

preparing to attack us in great force. 
~ Have you further reafon to know that a geaeaal attack on that day was 

reaHy intended 'by the enemy-? 
A. There was particular caution fent round to all the troops to be prepared 

for tha~ attack, ·as it wa.s . .. expeC1ed it would be attempted under cover of a 

-very thtck . fog then prevall;ng. A.ft~r the convention had taken place, a gcne

•ral officer J.U the r.ebel fervtce acquainted me, that fuch an attack ·was intended, 

J ~d 
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and from information, I believe from deferters, or from their O\Vn fcouts, that onr 
army was exceedingly vvell prepared to receive them, that they \Vonld be very
much expofed when they came on the plain to our artillery, he not only re· 
treated with his command, but fent word to another general officer tu retreat 
alfo. The other general oflicer was his fenior ; but he had taken that upon him, 
from the fear of the confequences of fuch an attack, of \Vhich he fent word 
to General Gates, vvho approved and confirmed his order. 

Q Previous to the council of \var to which the field officers vvere called, do 91. 
• you remember it being determined in the council of the· generals, to try a night 

march, abandoning the carriages and baggage, and orders being given for the 
delivery of as much provifions as t:he men could carry? 

A. I do remember fuch a determination very welL 
Q. What prevented the execution of it ? 92. 
A. I underfiood there ·were fuch difficulties in getting out the provifions, that 

the delivery of the necdfary provifions could not be accompiifhed. 
Q. Had vve intelligence the next day fron1 different fcouts, that the e11emy vvas 93· 

in poifeffion of the country in force, on both fides the Hudfon's River, between 
us and Fort Ed ward ? 

A. I underfiood, from fame of the fcouts thlt vYe nad been accuftomed moft to 
depend on, that the enemy ~·ere fo pofl:ed. 

Q. Have you reafon to know that the intelligence General Burgoyne fiated to the 94~ 
council of war on this fubjeet vvas true? 

A. I was aifured by one of the general officers ·who conduCted l:ls tovvards Bofton 
that troops of theirs ·were in the pofition that our fcouts had given us information 
vf. 

Q Did you learn at the fame time at \Vhat period thofe pofts ·were taken up by 9:;. , 
the enemy, \Vhether before or after our arrival at Saratoga ? • 

A. I have extraCts of minutes made at that time, from the mouth of the ge
neral officer I mentioned. 
_ [Reads . .]-" V""'hen the king's army '\Vas returning to Saratoga, a br igade of 
1' fifteen hundred men were pofted on the eaft fide of the Hudfon's River, to dilj )u e 
"the ford, and two thoufand men more were pofied between us and Fort Edwardll 
" on the fame fide of the river."'-Fourteen hundred more a Ho \V ere pofted oppofitt: 
to Saratoga, a little above the other party I mentioned before, to prevent our paf
:fing the Hudfon's River. Fifteen hundred of thofe I have mentioned \Vere pofted 
()D or before the 5th of OCtober. The others, I remember very \\Tell now to have 
heard, were pofted previous to the 7th of OCtober. 
~Have you an extraCt of the laft council of war at which the field officers 96 

affifted? 
A. The extra& is true, excepting the names of the officers, and the votes they 

gave. I have the original paper, with the names of the officers that corn pofed the s~e Appee · , 
-council ; and I believe their opinions.. [q'he extra8 produced. dix. 

Q:... Did you ever hear of a propofal made by General Philli1 s, to make a \Vay 97• 
from Saratoga to Ticonderoga \Vith a body of troops? 

M~ ~~ 
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A. Never vvith a body of troops ; but I reme;1nber to h~ye h:ar~ G~neJai Phillips 
·m~ke an offer, \vhich I thought a very fpirited one, to n:lk ?1s hfe m attemptin~, 
with one or t\VO of our beft guides, to find a .paifage ·ro Ttconderoga, and do h1s 
utmofl: for the defence of that garrifon, as an artillery officer, ibould the enemy 
attack that fortrefs after the convention ihould take place. 

Q. Have you the return of General Gates's army, figned by himfelf? 
A. I have ; 'but I have forgot to brii1g the original. I have the extratt. 

camp at Saratoga; ror the ori- [Reads. J " C~py ·from Genera] Gate.s's return, from his 
giwil return, 16th Ottober, 1777· 

· 1~e the Ap
pen dix, . IJ• 

XVI. 
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1 be1ieve"that the men ·On command \Vere explained to me by General Gates to 
bave been detached from his army, in the rear and upon the flanks of the king's 
troops, previous to the convention. 

Q_ Do you apprehend that that return includes the corps that were on the other 
fide of the H udfon's River, im1nediately oppofite to Saratoga ·? 

A. I do recollett the name of one of the general officers who was on the other 
fide of the Hudfon's River, included in Mr. Gates's return, and therefore I imagine 
the men under his command are included alfo. When I fay one, I do not me_an to 
.have underftood that the other two general officers, the one who was ftauoned 
·with a party oppofite to .Saratoga, and the one \vho was 'fiationed on the fame fide 
of the water, bet.Tneen U·S and .Fort Ed~ar~, are ·not alfo included in General 
Gates's return. 

Q_Do 
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~ Do the returns to which you referred of our army fiate the effeCtive firength, 100. 
at the time of figning the convention ? 

A. They do ftate the rough number, collected at that tin1e, of men prefent and 
\mder arms. 

State the numbers. 1 0 1. 
The Britifh appeared to have been 1905 
Germans I 594-

I can't be anfwerable for the correetnefs of thofe numbers, as they were taken in 
a great hurry. 

Q Can there poffibly be a mifiake of many hundreds? io2 . 
A. I can fl:ate from a monthly return of the firfi of November, fit for duty, 

Britifh - - zo86} R k d fil · an an e. Gennans - 163~ 
There 1night be people recovered fron1 their wounds W'ho were difcharged fron1 

the hofpital, and had joined the corps ; or there might have been a miftake in th e 
return, juft before the convention, in the confufion of the army at that time. 0.:... Do you remember what paffed refpeCting the military cheft, while the treaty 103. 

- of Saratoga was depending ? 
A. I do remember that it was ftrongly reconTmended to the commanding officers 

of corps to take fums of money from the paymafter general, on account of fubfiftence 
then due to their regiments ; and I believe a gretl't {}eal ·of money was fo diftribnted, 
and regularly accounted for to the paymafrer general on the fubfequent .fertlement of 
the pay of the army. 

Q What became of the refl: 'Of the money in the military chefr? 104. 
A. It was taken by the pay1nafier general to Albany. 
Q. Did any part of it fall into the hands of the enemy 1 10.5 . 
A. Not a !billing that I ever heard of. 
0.:.., Was any proportion of it loft, embezzled, or fecretecl :? r o6. 
A. If any fuch thing had happened, I think the paymafter general would have 

ap~lied to me immediately.. Never having heard, then or at any time after, of 
any lofs having been fuHained, I do not believe there was any lofs fuffered in the 
retreat or after it. 
~Was the fecret fervice account, during the campaign, kept by you? 107. 
A. It was. 
Q. Could you produce the feveral articles of that account, if called ·on for 1 oS. 

it? 
A. I have either a copy ·of it at home of my own, or .from the paymafler 

general. 
~Did General Burgoyne ever .appropriate .any part of .that expenditure to the 109. 

extraord!naries of his own expences, or to any other purpofe for his own ufe? 
A. Never that I know of. 
0:_. Muft not you have known it if it had been fo ·? I I o. 
A. Certainl_y. 
Q:., Were there not occafions w-here General Bnrgoyne paid, from his own purfe, 1 I r. 

expences that, in the opinion of others, he might have been juftified in placiqg to 
the public account ? 

A. I 
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A. I remen1ber to have been told by other gentlemen, that expences of that fort 
General Burgoyne had been at, ought to have been. charged in that manner. 
~ What was the nature of thofe expences ? 
A. They vvere prefents to people '~ho had difiinguHhed .themfelves, a~1d i.n atls 

of charity to wmnen who had loft the1r hufuands, and other occafions whtch tt was 
very proper for a general officer to give, and very proper to put into a public 

account. 
~ Had not General Burgoyne, from his fituation, all the 'expences attending 

a Con1mander in Chief? 
A. He certainly had, from being obliged to keep a public· table for the entertain-

ment and refrefhment of officers and others coming to head quarters, on duty or 
bufinefs; and I know thofe expences to have been very great, from the exceeding 
high price of aB the articles of life in that part of the world. 

Q Did General Burgoyne ever receive more than the appointment of a lieutenant 

general? 
A. Never. 
0.:.. Was there not a board of general officers appointed at Cambridge, to infpecr 

all the accounts of the campaign ; and did not General Burgoyne regulate the pay-
men\t of the battalions by the report of that board ? · · 

A. There was fuch a board, and the pay1nents ·were regulated according to the 
report of that board. 

Q... Upon the whole of what you know of General Burgoyne,s receipts and 
expences, do you believe he was, in his own purfe, a gainer or a fufferer in the 

campaign 1777? 
A. I really believe his appointme.nts were not equal to his expences in that 

campaign. 

Examined by other Members of the Committee ond by General Burgoyne occafi'onally • 

. 0.:.. What :were tf1e ·numbers of the· effecrive Britiili, at the opening of the cam-
patgn 1777, 1ncludmg officers and non-commiffioned officers ? 

A- I have not thofe returns.; but they were fent to the Commander in C.hief, 
and my extratl:s are for the rank and file. 
~Can you anfwer that quefiion with refpeet to the· Germans ? 
A. My extrad:s are the fame both for the Briti:fh and the Germans. 
Q.. ~hat was the greateft number of Provincials in the army at any time in the 

·Campatgn? 
. A: -I believe the only queftion that has b~en a!ked refpecting thent was at the be

gmnmg of the campaign; they were then eighty-three.. On the firft of September 
they amounted to about flX hundred and eighty, which was. the greateft number 
they ever amounted to. 
~ Wha~ do you mean by Pro;vincials ~ 

A~ I 
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A. I underftand them to be inhabitants of that country, affembled under officers 
vho were tO· have had different commiffions, provided they had ever amounted to 

certain numbers. 
Q:., Do you include Canadians under the name of Provincials? I z x. 
A. I believe, in the former part ·of my evidence, the Canadians were ftated to be 

one hundred ·and forty-eight, and difiinguifhed from the Provincials. 
~\Vas General Burgoyne's fecond order of the twelfth of July, relating to the 1 z. 2• 

baggage, firicl:ly complied with r 
A. I conceive it was the duty of the commanding officers of regiments to enforce 

an obfervance and obedience to the general orders. 
Q_ Was it aCtually enforced in fuch a mann6r to the degree you thought it fuould I 2 3 

have been? 
A. I am not quite pofitive whether there was not another order iifued after

\vards. 
[ ftueflio1t repeated. J I 24~ A. I never had any report made to me by a comn1anding officer of any corps, of 

that order not being complied \Vith. 
Q. What was your own ocular obfervation of the quantity of baggage carried 12 S. 

with the army ; and did it appear to you that that order could have been fairly com-
plied with? 

A. I own I don't recolleCt, not hearing any complaint nor attending to it. The 
quarter n1after general of the army muft naturally know more of the baggage than 
the adjutant general. · 

Q Do.you know 'vhat allowance of waggons was made to a regiment? 
A. I don't recolleCt any waggons that we had to allow. 
Q_ Was none of the baggage broug-ht down in wheeled carriages ? 
A. Several officers, I believe, bought waggons and carts of the -country people 

for their own ufe; but I do not remember any of the king's carts or waggons being 
appropriated to the carriage of officers' baggage. It might be, but I don't recollect it. -

Q_ Can you fay, in a general w·ay, how many horfes might be employed in car- 128. 
rying the baggage of the army' including officers' horfes r 

A. I never had any information upon that fu bjea: ; it did not belon~ to my de· I 29. 
partment, and I had much bufinefs on my hands. 

<2.:_. Ho\v vvas the regimental baggage carried ? 
A. I believe chiefly in bateaux. 
0.:.. I-Iow was it carried when there was no ·water-carriage? I 30. 
A. I can't fpeak to that point, having had no information on that fubjeB:; and 

when I fpeak of bateaux, I fpeak generally, having had no information on the 
fubject. 

Q. Can you fay, in a general way, how many women attended the army? 
A. I had really fo much to do that I had not much leifure to pay much attention to 

the ladies ; and I k!1ow very little of their beauty or their numbers. 
~Would not the feeding of two thoufand women be a confiderable object with 13 z. 

ref pea to the provifions of the army t 
A. I 
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A. I fuould have been very forry to have had tw9 thoufand women to have 

experienced that. 
133• ~ How many ·women were there, if not two th~ufa~d ? 

A .. I ·would wifh to give the boufe every inforn1at10n 111 n1y power, W henca.n 

fpeak with any degree of accuracy or tolerable guefs. I have feen the ~ommtf

fary of provifions return, and I think the number of women returned, as VIctualled 

from the ftores, \Vere very very few. 
134.. ~Do you think that a corps of dragoons mounted would have been of great 

ufe to the army ? 
A. I o\vn, I very much wifhed thofe fe,v dragoons '\\~e had cquld ha\·e been 

mounted, becaufe, thouah in that part of America that I fa\V they might not have 

be.en neceffary or ufeful ;; have made a charge, I think thofe light dragoons might 

be always applied to very ufeful fervices. 

t35· ~ How many had you of thofe dragoons ? 
A. They are included in the ftrength of the Germans, and I really do not re

member their particular number. 
1.36.. Q:. If none or lefs of the park of artillery had been brought fonvard, would there 

not have been horfes to have mounted thofe dragoons ? 

A. I believe there might have been horfes enough taken from the artillery, or 

f1~om the provifion train, to have mounted 'thofe dragoons, if it had been thou~ht 

more expedient to have employed the horfes in that tnanner ; but they were hired 

or contraCted for, for the fpecial purpofes of carrying provifions, and bringing on 

the artillery, and never meant by the perfons. who furni!hed the contraCt fo'r the dra

goon fervice. 
137•· o.:._ If a fmaller quantity of baggage had been carried, mi'ght not the officers have 

fpared fome of their baggage h0rfes for mounting the dragoons ? 

A. I never 1net with an officer who had horfes to fpare. I know Sir Francis 

Clarke and myfe]f wifhed to buy horfes to carry our own fervants.; cared. very 

little \vhat expence we were at, and yet I could not obtain aBy. 

I 3-8. . ~ Do you know of any corps- or party finding_ their -vvay back to Ca-

nada· ? · 

A. I never heard of any corps. fin.ding its way there ;: and I underftood from 

~he gu-ides who were with us, previous to- the- convention's. taking place, that 

1f that \vas- atte1npted, we muft break into. fmall parties, and go by ·what is 

called Indian paths. -

1 39· ~ Suppofing there was a fmall party that found its ·way to Canada by In-

dian- paths, du you think it would have been poffible for. an army to have done 

the fame? 
A. My idea of tha~ n1uft be founded upon the report of thofe guides who 

bad ferved us very faithfully as {couts upon former oc.cafions, and who inform

~cl me that we muft break into very f1nall parties, to have any chance of mak

Ing our way through- the woods to Canada ; and I reme1nber that \vhen General 

P hillips offered, to attempt to find. his way to Ticonderoga, _ it was talked of and 

looked on to be as- defperate as gallant. · 

140. OJ If any party did. make its way to CanaGa,, do you· not fuppofe it mub~ 
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be that panty of provincials that ran ·away while they were employed to repair 
roads. and that were never heard of afterwards ? 

A I remember fome were r parted to have run away \vho were making roads, 
and it is likely to have been that party. 

Q. When you mentioned the higheft number of provincials, did you n1ean 14r .. . 
that they were all armed ? 

A. I know that they were not all anned. We had not arms for them. 
Q. Of thofe that were armed, fame refpectable perfons excepted, were they 1,42 • 

much to be deper dcd upon? 
'A. A very great part of them were fuch as I fhould have placed very little de

pendence upon •. 
~Before the army left Canada, was there not a frriCl: order, tliat not more than 143$ 

three \Vomen a company fhould be fuffered to embark? 
A. I do know the1e was fuch an order iffued, and I never heard any · com

plaint of its having be.en broke through. I don't recolleCt the date of that or .. 
der, or I would have turned to my book, and ftated to the houfe, upon the 
firft qudl:ion relatiYe to the nu1nber of women that were employed on our ex~ 
pedition. 
~Is it not the cufl:om in all armies victualled from· the king's ftores, to pro- 144~ 

hibit the delivery of provifions to any ·women over and above the number allowed 
by order? 

A. It was cuftomary in all places \vhere I ferved in the laft war, and very 
ftrong and peremptory orders· vvere given on that fubje& to the c01nmiffaries in 
our army. 

Q_ Do you not then . believe, that all women ·who follawed your army were I4S~ 

fed from the ration of the men they followed, or found their. prov-ifion in the 
country? . 

A. I remember, upon a1king the commiffaries how there came to be fo fe\V 
women in the provincial returns, I was told, it was the cufiom for them to be 
fupplied out of the men's rations. 

Q;,_ Were the women conveyed on baggage carts· or horfes,. or did they \Valk 146. 
a-foot? 

A. I never heard of the women's being conveyed on baggage carts or the king's 
horfes. 
~ If the women neither employed the - king's horfes,. nor con fumed his pro- t4-z;:.. 

vifions, do you think they ·were more of impediment, or of comfort to the king's 
troops? 

A. I never underfiood from · my converfation vvith the commanding officers, or 
others, that the \Vomen ·were any impediment. 

Q__ If after the taking of Ticonderoga there was any doubt in the army in which 14S. 
you ferveci, of their being able to reach Al bany r 

A. I don't reme1nber to have he~rd any- doubts expreifed upon that fubjeCt, mean
ing foon after the taking Ticonderoga. 

Q: Was it generally underftood ·in the army> that it was \Vas well fupplied with 149• 
all the neceifaries, appointments· for war, and articles proper for for·warding the 
expedition to Albany? 

A. I 
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A. I always l.lnderfiood that the .army had been very well fup.plied '\Vith every 
thing. 

15~. Q. Do you believe, .. if the. fecretary of ftate _had ordered the an y under Ge. 
meral Ho\ve to co-operate 'With the army ":nder. General Burgoyne f?r the North 
River, ~with a view to have formed the JUnEhon of the two arm1es, that the 
.difafter which befel General Burgoyne's army could have happened? 

A. If a junction could have ·been formed, I ihould apprehend that Mr. Gates's 
army might have been diilodged, and that th~ 1nisfortune .at Saratoga would not 
have .happened. This is only m.atter of opinton. . . . 

1' 5 I. Q;_, Do ,YQU apprehend., that .1f the. army .u~der SI~· w.~lhatn Ho we had. ope-
rated on the t\orth River, vvith a ~qew .to effeCt a JUnCbon, that fuch a Jnnc
.tion would have ,taken ,place ? 

A. I had an opinion \vhile in America, that if the· expedition which came up 
-:the Hudfon's R.i.ver .under General Vaughan., could have have been there about 
_the time of our action of the 19th of September, that Mr. Gates would have 
found it difficult .to have kept his army together, if he had not croffed over 
th~ ,~udfon's River ._towards _New En.gland. But .this is mere n1atter of private 
optniOn. 

1.52.. ·Q:...lf !fOU .are of opinion, -tb:lt the -troops ,under Gene-ral Vaugl1an would have 
,had fo r>owerful .an effect, even fo ]ate as Septemher, "\vhat effect do you think 
.'Sir \Villiam Ho\\·e's army, affifl:ed by all the fleet and craft, ·would have had 
.as eady .as the ·beginning of July, immediately .after the im reffion which took 
;pla~e amoqg the enemy .after the defeat at "T.iconderoga? 

A. I did not know what force there \Vas under the command of General Vaughan, 
.nor _do .I.even now kno-vv; .but I 1l1ould think moll: certainly, that a great army 
.u.pon the .Hudfon's ,River n_ear Alba.ny~ -v~rould have contributed very much to our 
making our way to Albany. 

~1 53. Q_ Have you ever ,confidered what were the caufes of the failure of the ex-
pedition under General .Burgoyne, and to vvhat do yoti impute it ? 

A. I looked upon our force not to be equal to the forcing our way to AI .. 
bany .\vithout fo.me co-operation • 

.154· Q.. Where 'then did you expect that co-operation ? 
A. :I _had ~no where to expect it frqm, · but up the Hudfon's River from New 

York ; and the fuccefs of Colonel St. Leger's expedition \vould have been of 
ufe c,ertainly. 

'55· . ~ lf G~neral \\'ai11ington~s .army had not been diverted, would it not have 
tmpeded., or ftoJJped the progrefs of any army up the Hudfon'~ River. 

A,. 1 clon't know the frrength of General ~N afuington's army_, nor the nature of 
~be country benveen Albany and New York .; and therefore l .cannot form any 
judgment of what \\:ould have happened. 

1. s6. . 'Q. ,;).re you not of opinion that there are very !trong pa.ffes or pofl:s .on that 
nver _! 

A. I fou?? then1 ·very fi:ong between Ticonderoga and Albany, and from. re
ports of military men of _h1gh ,reputation in the fervice, I have \mderftood there 
were many very ftron~ pofts between New York and Albany. 

J:57· ~ From whence 1s the account of the ftrength of Mr. G.ates's .army taken! 
4 A. From 
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A. From a return voluntarily given by General Gates to me for my own iatis· 
f2Ction when at Albany, and that return 'vas figned by General Gartes. 

0.:.. Have you that return ? 158. 
A. I gave it to General Burgoyne ; I fa\v it to-day ; he has it. 
Q. Was it by confent of General Gates that the foldiers after the convention re- 159• 

tained their cartouch-boxes ? 
A. They retained their belts, and I really don't recolleCt whether their car

touch boxes were in general retained or not : but talking with Mr. Gates \vhen 
the king's troops marched by with the accoutrements on, Mr Gates alked n1e 
(we had been old acquaintance formerly) whether it was not cuftomary on field 
eays for anus and accoutrements to go together? I told him, there was nothing 
faid in the convention that I had agreed to with him relating to the accou
trements, and that he could have no right to any thing but what \vas fl:ipulated 
in that treaty. He replied, " You are perfeCtly right;" and turned to fame of 
the officers in their fer vice by, and faid, " If we meant to have had them, we ought 
" to have inferted them in the convention.''. [Withdrew. 

REMARK~ 

t 





Review of tbe Evidence; its fevera! Parts co1npafed with t'be 

prefatory Speech and Narrati~'e; and additional Remarks and 

Explanations. 

THE noble Lord who is at iffue with n1e upon this occa~on has, in a great mea-

fure, deprived me of the benefit of a reply, properly fo called, becaufe he has 

produced no defence. His Lordiliip certainly has been accufed by me in many 

inftances of a very ferious nature. If he is really willing that his political, and my 

military conduct ihould be tried by facts alone, I certainly have not .!hewn lefs incli

nation than his Lordihip for that teft; but, taxed as I avow he has been by me, with 

proceedings derogatory to the obligations which ought to fubfift between man and 

man, I really expected, as I believe did the Houfe of Commons and the public, to 

have heard from him fome juftification in thofe refpeCl:s. Inftead of that, the noble 

Lord, in opening the fubjects to which he propofed to call evidence, touched fo 

flightly upon the branch of the enquiry in which we are parties, that a ftranger would 

hcrrdly have thought there fubfifted a difpute between us. His Lordfhip contradicted 

nothing that I have alledged refpecting his conduCt or my own; he ftated no ci-rcum

ftance of blame againft me, except he meant as fuch the enterprize of Bennington, 

which he qualified with the epithet '"fatal," and pronounced to be the caufe of all 

the fubfequent misfortunes. He paffed entirely over the tranfactions at Saratoga. 

Of forty officers or more, belonging to the Convention troops, then in England, one 

only was propofed to be called on his Lordihip's part, viz. Lieutenant Colonel 

Sutherland, of the 47th regiment, upon parole from the Congrefs, and aeting \Vith a 

corps of the Fencible Men in North Britain; but, upon further reflection, his Lord

fhif> thought proper to difpenfe with the attendance of this officer; and the only 

vvitnefs under order of the Houfe was Mr. Skene. No man was better qualified to 

give an account of the proceedings at Bennington; and I heartily lament that the 

public is deprived of his teftimony. 

But although I am thus left in poffeffion of the evidence, uncontroverted by the 

noble Lord, I avail myfelf of my right of clofing the caufe, for the fol

following purpofes : firft, to colleCt from the mim.ltes (which, in an enquiry of this 

nature, are unavoidably prolix and difarranged) the fcattered parts, and apply them 

to faCts, under difrinet and feparate heads. Next, to examine whether the fatl:s (which, 

from the filence of the noble Lord, I am to affume as admitted by him) are in any 

refpeC!: invalidated by the crofs examination of the witne!fes by other gentlemen. And 
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lafl:ly, to -explain fuch circumftances, and anfwer fuch new and collateral objecrions, as 
have been pointed at in the fame crois examination, and were omitted, or only flightly 
noticed in my opening, becaufe they did not exift, or were not deerned poffible objects 
of blame or cavil. In purfuing thefe purpofes, I !hall confider the proofs precifely 
in the order of the faces to which they are produced. 

Though the firft circurnftance I took notice of in my openmg, viz. my conduct 
refpecting Sir Guy CarJetoo, was rather an infinuation than an allegation againft me, 
I thought it right that it fhould be the firft overthrown by evidence; for while it 
remained in any degree of force, it gave a general tinge, as it was meant to do, to 
my whole caufe. · I could not but expeCt even the virtuous prejudices of the human 
heart to be againft me, whilf?c it was poffibl~ to be conceived that in abfence of the 
commander in chief, to whom I had afted fecond; vvhofe attention I had conftantly 
experienced; and with wh fe confidence I was then honoured; [ had practifed un
manly and adulatory intrigue to fuperfede hin1 in a favourite objeft of command.
There are few worfe modes of betraying a fuperior officer to be found upon the records 
of di{honour; and whoever reflects upon the degree of odium with which the moft 
palliated afts of that fpecies have been received by mankind, will not wonder at or 
condemn my impatience, in applying my firft queftion~ to Sir Guy Carleton to that 
particular object Clear as my juftification ftood by the letter formerly referred to, 
(No. II.) I .£hall be forgiven for obtaining, though with fame redundancy, a full and 
fatisfaftory confirmation of my innocence, from the verbal tefiimony of the party 
whom I was fuppofed to have injured. 

It may be proper here to obferve, that the abovementioned afperlion, to which I 
have fo often adverted, and at which I have ftrove in vain for due terms to exprefs my 
indignation, was not the only one caft upon me refpetl:ing Sir Guy Carleton. When 
impartial and candid men revolted at the infinuation of my treachery, my prefumption 
and infolence (a Ieffer but ftill a calumnious charge) was pointed out in that part of the 
paper (No. Ill.) that treats of the force to be left in Canada, and the difpofition of it. 
I am plea fed with the quefiions in the crofs examination of Sir Guy Carleton, marking 
the prefcribed diftribution of the troops, &c. (38, 39, 40, 41, 4~, 43.) becaufe that 
enquiry affords me an opportunity of juftifying myfelf in a point which I have not 
taken notice of before. The pofts, and the troops which I imagined would be ne
ceffary to occupy them, were fpecified merely to fue\v that the number of 3ooo was 
indifpenfibly requifite for the defence of the province. The whole of that detail con
curred with General Carleton's requifitions for reinforcement, and with my reafoning 
upon thofe requifitions; and when I affert, as I now do, that I never prefumed to 
fllggefr the neceffity or propriety of forming a detail of pofts., (thus given for informa-

tion) 
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information) into precife orders for the general upon the fpot, I am fure the fecretary 

of fiate will no more -contradiCt that affertion than he has done any other I have 

made. 
When in the fame paper I confidentially communicated my reafons for preferring 

certain corps to others, I \Vas aCtuated by the fame principle of offering every opi

nion that could conduce to n1ake the intended fervice effectual. I thought it a jufi 

claim in an arduous undertakir:g, to have my own choice of the troops; and I am 

perfuaded Sir Guy Carleton never took ill of me, either that claim, or a fubfequent 

one in the fame paper, of being held free from any imputation of delay, till I ihould 

be clear of the province of OEebec. With an unfeigned confidence in Sir Guy Carle .. 

ton, I thought it a precaution fully jufiifiable, to fecure myfelf againfi: others, in the 

numerous and complicated departments under hin1, who n1ight be found lefs equi

table than he is. 

I know I have before complained of the produCtion of thefe fecret communica

tions; but after fo n1any precedents as the lafi Seffion furniihed, of withholding 

parts of correfpondences from Parliament, upon the plea that they might affeCt in

dividuals, the noble Lord's filence upon thofe complaints, gives me a right frill 

to comn1ent upon the finifier purpofes that are to be afcribed to the produCtion of 

that paper at length, rather than by extraCt. Thofe purpofes \Vere various ; but it 

mufi: be confeffed one, and only one, good effeCt may refult from a review of them, 

viz. It may ferve as a falutary caution to any officer, \vho fhall for the future be ad

mitted into confultation ·with the fa1ne minifier, ho·w he commits himfelf by an opi

nion of men and things. 

The next point that I entered upon previoufly to my narrative, ·was the tenor of 

my orders, and I believe it was generally expeCted that the noble Lord.would have 

taken fame notice of the faCt I alledged, that every difcretionmy latitude which I had 

propofed was erafed, while the plan was in his hand. As his Lordihip had fo much com-

mented upon the nature of peremptory orders, as a general queftion, in my ab>fence, it 

would have been fair in him to have reafoned upon them after that important and 

decifive circumfiance \vas laid open. 

The general idea of forcing a way to Albany, which the army at its outfet con

ceived, by reafoning upon the apparent principles of the campaign, ·without partici

pation of the letter of the orders is clear, from the general tenor of the evidence. 

I wifhed, it is true, to have heard more copioufly the fentiments of Sir Guy Carleton, 

becaufe he had full participation of the orders. From the temper and judgment that 

always direct his conduct, he declined giving an opinion at the bar upon \V hat might 

become a quefiion in the Houfe. But I have fince (upon requefi) received his per

miffion to publiih a letter from him to me, dated foon after the Convention of Sara-
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toga, which is in the Appendix No. X. and '\Vith this reference I clofe my re. 

view of the prefatory matter vvhich I laid before the Committee. 

Review of the fir.ft Period. 

M oil: of the circun1flances fiated in my Narrative refpetl:ing the firft period of the 
campaign, were, from their nature, to be efiablifued by written teftimony; and the 

papers, No. VII. and VIII. in the Appendix, were added to thofe before produ. 

ced for that purpofe ; but the returns of the troops, No. XI, are moreover au. 
thenticated by the proper official authority, the adjutant genera], and the detail of 
the artillery, by the Major of brigade in that departtnent. 

From the evidence of the latter, is alfo confirmed all that I advanced refpeaing the 

opinion and recommendation of Major General Philips, for the proportion of artille

ry employed; for the moderate quantity of it, comparatively with the principles and 
praCtice of other fervices, and for the great expeCted ufe of artillery in the country 

vvhere we ·were to acr. 

Had thefe opinions been merely fpeculative, the intelligence of the perfons from 
whom they came would have given them fufficient authority. But fortunately they 

are verified by faCts ; for it appears from a multitude of evidence, that the enemy 

made the true ufe of local advantages : they fortified every pafs or proper poft : the 

nature of the country, and the neceffity of keeping the banks of rivers, made it 

impoffible to turn thofe pofts: had I wanted therefore artillery, I could not have 

proceeded any given ten miles, hut at a heavy expence of my befi troops. When it 
was found that I \vas provided with that forcible arm, the enemy invariably quit

ted their entrenchments, either to retreat, or fight upon ground where they fuppofed 

artillery could be leaft effeCtually employed. I am to thank the honourable member, 

whatever his intentions might have been, who by his crofs examination placed the 
expediency of carryir.g the train I did, in fo clear a vie~r .. 

The only remaining faCt of the firft period to which verbal evidence is appli

cable, viz. - The impoffibility of following the enemy further than they were follow· 

ed in their precipitate retreat from Ticonderoga, is eftablifhed by Lord Balcarrasl and 
by Lcrd Harrington .. 

Review of the fecond Period'. 

March from In entering upon tbe evidence which refpeB:s the firfr traniaB:ion of the fe-

Skeneibo- cond period, viz. the match from Skeneiborough to Fort Edward, I cannot help 
rough to Fort 4 ()bferving 
Edward. 
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obferving how much of the blame imputed to me has been occafioned by tnifrepre

fentation from perfons whofe bufinefs it was to decry n1y attions ; and by uncom

mon miilakes in the geography of the country by thofe to whom n1y aEt:ions were 

mifreprefented. By the crvfs examination of Lord Balcarras it rnuft be fuppofed, 

that the perfons who fufpected I erred in not taking the route by Sout}; Bay after the 

fuccc:[s at Ticonderoga, did not kno\\r where South Bay \vas. They feem equally ig

norant of the 1ituation of Pitch-pine Plains, by the queftion immediately following 

the fonner one ; and it muft: have been a furprife to the enquirers to find that the 

route which they were inclined to approve~ was precifely that which the main body 

of the army took under me in perfon, and with fuch effeCt, as to come up with the 

rear of the enemy and drive them from their fortified poft at Skeneiborough, with the 

lofs on their part of five armed veffels and all the refi of their water-craft. 

But it may be faid, this part of the crofs-examination, though incomprehenfible in 

point of geography, frill applied to he queftion taken notice of in my narrative, viz. 

'' Whether it would not have been more expedient to return to Ticonderago, and 

•' take the route by Lake George, than to proceed, as I did, by the Pitch Pine Plains 

~' to Fort Edward ?'' 
I ihall not recapitulate the various motives I have before Hated in fupport of that 

preference, having publickly in my favour the opinion of an officer fo enlightened in 

military fcience, and fo \vell acquainted with the country as Sir Guy Carleton ;* and 

never having heard a difference of opinion in any other officer of a like defcription, 

to reft n1uch more upon a fubjeCl: fo fupported by reafoning and by fuccefs,. might be 

confirued an attempt to divert the attention of my examiners frmn points lefs de

ferifible. I therefore :fhall only add two ihort remarks ; the one, that the faCt of 

gaining confiderable time by allotting the whole fervice of the ·water- craft to the 

tranfport of provifion and ftores over Lake George, inftead of employing great part 

of it for the tranfport of the troops is inconteftably proved by the evidence of Cap

tain !v1oney and Lieutenant Colonel Kingfion : the other, that to have reached Fort 

Edward ·with the troops fooner than the 29th of July (the day that the fir:H: em

barkation of provifions arrived at Fort George) would not only have been ufelefs, 

but alfo highly impolitic ; becaufe the fubfiil:ence of the troops at Fort Edward, be

fore the arrival of that e1nbarkation, muft have been brought by land carriage 

through much difficult road all the way from Fort Anne, when, on the contrary, 

by remaining in the neigh hour hood of Skeneiborou_gh till the paifage of Lake George 

was effeCted, exclufively of the confiderations of covering the removal of the ho

fpital of Huberton, and alarming the ConneCticut by the pofition of General Reide

fel's corps, the army \VaS commodioufly fupplied by \Vater- carriage. 

* See alfo the map of country. 
The 
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The next circumftance for examination, according to the order of the Narrative, 

is the tranfport of the magazines of provifions, &c. from Fort George; and it is 
highly incumbent upon tne to fhew the difficulties of that operation, becaufe, if they 
were avoidable, it muft be acknowledged one of the principal grounds upon which 

I vindicate the plan of the expedition to Bennington will fail me. 
But I am perfuaded, every candid exan1iner will firft indulge me in a Ihort paufe, 

It will be recollected, that this is the only part of the campaign upon ·which the no

ble Lord has laid his finger, as judging it produCtive of the fubfequent events. The 
crofs-examination had already been preffed upon the fame ideas. Such want of know

ledge of the nature of tranfport in that country has been betrayed ; fo much prepof

fdiion of unnece.ifary delays has appeared ; fuch em phafis of queftion has attended 

every circumftance of 1ny conduCt at this l.?eriod, that I .!hall ftand acquitted of pro

lixity, if I preface the application of the fubfequent evidence by a more comprehen

five and complete furvey of the difficulties and anxieties o(Iny fituation than I thought 

was neceffary before. 

The combination of arrangement for feeding the army might, in fatl:, be frated to 

have extended even to Ireland; for fome part of the fupply depended upon the vic

tualling fleet which \vas prepared in that country, according to my requifition before 

I left London, and had not reached ~ebec when the army took the field. The te

dioufnefs of the navigation from Quebec to the mouth of the Sorel need not be again 

defcribed. The next embarraffment was to 1nanage the conveyance for that part of 

the fupply which came from Montreal, and which ·was much the greatefi:, without 

interfering with the tranfport which with equal neceffity was to be expedited up the 

Saint Lawrence to Lake Ontario, for the fervice of Colonel St. Leger's expedition, 

and the immenfe ftores (then neceffarily upon the move alfo) for the \\'inter main

tenance Df the upper country. To thefe might be added a lift of chances and incon

veniences, incident to the carrying places bet-ween Chamblee and Saint John's; the 

uncertaintainty afterwards of the paffage over Lake Champla1n, and Lake George; 

the laborious and flow operations of drawing the boats over the ifth m us which di

vides the two Lakes. Thefe together make a fyftem of em barraffments and difap• 

pointments hardly to be conceived by thofe who have not experienced them. 

But although the whole of this arrangement (the furnifhing the upper cvuntry ex

cepted) was made under my direction, I have been content to date my difficulties 

fr01n the lodgement of the fupplies at Fort George; and I have touched the other 

parts only to ihew more perfpicuoufly the unfairnefs of judging of an American cam

paign upon European ideas. How zealoufly foever a general, in fuch an undertak

ing as mine, may be ferv.ed by the chiefs of departn1ents (and much praife is due 

from 
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from me upon that fcore) for one hour he can find to contetnplate how l~e Jball fight his 
army, he mufl allot twenty to contri·ve bow to feed it. 

The behaviour of the Indians is a circumftance too material to be pa!fed over in a 
revie\v of the anxieties in this part of the campaign. I had difcerned the caprice, 
the fuperftition, the felf.intereftednefs of the Indian charaCter from my firft inrercourfe, 
even with thofe nations \V hich are fu ppofed to have made the greateft progrefs towards 
civilization: I mean with thofe called the domiciliated nations near MontreaL I h ~d 
been taught to look upon the remote tribes who joined me at Skenefboroug, as more 
warlike ; but a very little time proved that, with equal depravity in general prin€iple, 
their only pre-eminence confifted in ferocity. The hopes I had placed in their wild 
honour, and in the controul of their conductors, \vhich, as I ftated before, at firfi had 
been pro1 ifing, were foon' at an end; and their ill-humour and mutinous difpofition 
were m2nifr ft foon after my arrival at Fort Edward. The apparent caufes of their 
change of temper were the refentment I had !hewn upon the murder of Mifs Macrea, 
and the reftrain ts I had laid on their difpoGrion to commit other enormities ; but I 
never doubted that their evil paffions were fomented, and their defection completed by 
the cabals of the Canadian interpreters. Rapacity, felf-intercrr, and prefumption are 
the charaCteriftics of thefe men, with fome few exceptions. The acquifition of the 
Indian language has ufually been a certain fortune to a n1an with an artful head and a 
convenient confcience. 

To check the old praCtices of peculation in thefe men, Sir Guy Carleton, with great 
judgment, had given the fuperintendency of the Indian department to Major Campbell 
and Captain Frazer, gentlemen of the higheft integrity. The Britiih officers employed 
folely in the military condutt of that department, were alfo [elected with equal pro
priety. The interpreters had from the firft regarded with a jealous eye a fyfte1n 
which took out of their hands the diftribution of Indian neceffaries and prefents ; 
but when they found the plunder of the country, as well as that of the government, 
was controuled, the profligate policy of many was employed to promote diffention,. 
revolt, and defertion. 

I take this occafion to acquit Monfieur St. Luc of any fufpicion of his being con
cerned in thefe faCtions; but I believe he difcerned them. He certainly knew that 
the Indians pined after a renewal of their accuftomed horrors ; and that they were be
come as impatient of his controul as of all other, though the pride and intereft of 
authority, and the affetl:ion he bore to his old affociates, induced him to cover the real 
caufes under various frivolous pretences of difcontent, with which I was daily tor
mented, but to which I conftantly attended : and though I differed totally with Saint 
Luc in opinion upon the efficacy of thefe allies, .I invariably took his advice in the 

management 
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nunagement of them, even to an indulgence of their. moft capricio:1s fancies, when 
they did not involve the difhonour of the King's ferv1ce and the dtfgrace of huma
nity. The council of the 4th of Auguft was held at his preffing inftance; and in 
that council to my areat aftoniihment (for he had given me no intimation of the de .. 

' . b 

fign) the tribes with which he was moft particularly conneCted, and for whom he in~ 
terpreted, declared their intention of returning home, and demanded my concurrence 
and affiftance. The embarraffment of this event was extreme. By acquiefcing, I 
voluntary relinquifhed part of my force that had been obtained with immenfe charge 
to government, that had created high expeCtation at home and abroad, and that in
deed my o\vn army was by no means in condition to difpenfe with ; becaufe, depend
ing upon the fuppofed affiftance of this n1uch over-valued race for fcouts and out
polls, and all the leffer, but nece!fary fervices, for giving due repofe to the camp, 
the Britifh light-infantry had been trained to higher purpofes : they \Vere deftined to 
lead in the general and decifive combats I expeCted in the woods, and could not be 
fpared, or rifk.ed, or harraffed, without palpable confequences of the moft difagree
able kind. 

On the contrary, I was convinced a cordial reconciliation with the Indians was only 
to be effected by a renunciation of all n1y former prohibitions and an indulgence in 
blood and rapine: I had not a friend in the department in whom I could confide except: 
Major Campbell, Captain Frazer, and the other Britiih officers : their ignorance of the 
languages, and the very probity of their charaCters, tendered them of no weight in 
Indian councils. An anfwer, neverthelefs, was to be made upon the moment; and 
the part I took was to give a fi~m refufal to their propofition, and to adhere to the 
controuls I had before eftabliihed ; but, with a temperate reprefentation of the ties of 
faith, of generofity, and honour, to join every other argument confifient with thofe 
principles which I could devife, to perfuade and encourage them to continue their 
fervices. 

This fiJeech appeared to have the defired effect. The tribes neareft home affected 
to feparate from the others, and only p effed for permiffion to return in parties to 

gather in their harveft, propofing to relieve each other ; which was granted. Some 
of the remote tribes alfo feemed to retraCt their propofitions, and profeffed a zeal for 
the fervice ; but the defertion took place the next day by fcores, loaded with fuch 
plunder as they had colleCted; and it continued from day to day, till fcarce a man 
that had joined at Skenefborough remained. This whole tranfatl:ion, I aver, was 
before the plan of Bennington was fonned. It appears fo from the evidence produced 
upon the crofs exan1ination by the gentlemen to whom I am obliged upon fo many 
occafions, for elucidating different fubjeets; and the precife date could have been 

·further 



It E V I E \V 0 F T H E E V I D E ~J C E~ 

further fupported by a memorandum of Sir Francis Clerke; but I thought that refe ... 

rence fuperfluous in a matter fo notorious. 

That Monfieur St. Luc, anxious for the credit of his favourite troops, and invited 

by the propenfity he found in the minifi:er to lillcn to any 'Whifpered intelligence, in 

contradiCtion to that he received from the General himfelf; that, under thefe tempta~ 

tions, that wily partizan ihould mifplace dates, and confound caufes, neither furprifes 

nor oftenus me. With this expofition of faCt, I leave him in full poffeffion of his 

petulancy refpeCl:ing my military talents ; and am concerned at no effect of his com

n1ents or communisations, in the minifl:er's clofet or in the news-papers;* except as 

they may have tended to fupport the general fyfl:en1 of deception ·which has fo long 

and fo fatally influenced his Majefl:y's advifers. The Indian principle of war is at 

once odious and unavailing; and if encouraged, I will venture to pronounce, its con

fequences w:ill be feverely repented by the prefent age, and univerfally abhorred by 

pofl:erity. 

to 

But to proceed to the furvey of other difficulties of the time. Great attention \'\·as German 

due to the managernent of the Gennan troops. troops, 

The mode of war in which they were engaged was entirely new to them ; tempta .. 

tions to defert were in themfelves great, and had been enhanced and circulated among 

them by emiffaries of the enemy with much art and indufl:ry. Jealoufy of predileCtion 

in the allotment of pofi:s and feparate commands ever fubfifts among troops of diffaent 

ftates; and a folid preference of judgment in the commander in chief often appears a. 

narrow national partiality. 
I confefs I was tnuch affifted in maintaining cordiality in an army thus compofe~, 

by the frank, fpirited, and honourable character I had to deal with in Major General Charaa~r of 

Reidefel ;-a charaCter which was very early impreffed upon my mind, and which 1\f.G. Reid ~ 
fd. 

no trials of intricacy, danger, and difhefs, has fince effaced; but addrefs was frill 

requifite to fecond his zeal, and to diffufe it through the German ranks; and I 

ftudied to throw them into fituations that n1ight give them confidence in them

felves, credit with their prince, and alacrity in the purfuit of an enterprife, which, 

when its difficulties were confiderecl, in fact required enthufiafin. 

Other parts of the alliance, though not liable to fufpicion of treachery, like the 

Indians, nor of coniequence to be fo 1nuch attended to as the Germans, neverthe-

lefs had their perplexities. The Canadians, were officered by gentlemen of great The Cana· 

* One of thofe comments Lord Gcorge Germain thought proper to !late, in a fpeech in the Haufe 
of Commons. His Lordfhip gaye me a character in the \vords ufed by Mr. St. Luc, in a converfation 
bet}\'Cen them.~" 11 efl: br:wc, mais lourd comme un Allemand." 

The letter c.ll1ded to was addrelfed to me from Canada, after Ir. St. Luc's voyage from Fng!and~ 
I do not know to vd10m the cl :plicate \vas addrclfed, but he certaio ly was a p~rfon of diligence; for it 
appear din the nev s-pnpers the fame day I received the original. 

p C./i-
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condition in their country, b11t were not to be depended upon. Inftead of the enter .. 

Prifina and darina fipirit which diftincrui.fhed the charaCter of that people under the 
tJ b b 

French government, was fubftitntecl a longing after home, the effeCt of difufe of 

anns and long habits of don1eftic enjoyments 1 and this difeafe (mal de payz) is 

carried in them· to a greater proverbial extreme than in ~ny other people to whom 

the tern1 is more commonly applied. 

It was neither eafy to keep thefe people together, nor to· fupport the ideas of re .. 

fpeet which the enetny entertained of them frmn the remembrance of the former war. 

The only manner of effecting the latter purpofe was to fhew them occafionally at a 

diftance, but rarely to commit them upon . parties where they were likely to fall in 

with the bell: claffes of the Rangers oppofed to us: perhaps there are few better in 

the world than the corps of Virginia Riflemen, which acred under Colonel Morgan. 

The Provincial Corps, of which I had two in embryo, and feveral detached par

ties, were yet a heavier tax upon time and patience. They were compofed of pro. 

feffed Loyalifi:s, many of vrhom had taken refuge in Canada the preceding winter, 

and others had joined as we advanced. The various interefts which influenced 

their acti"ons rendered all arrangement of them impraCticable. One man's views went 

t:o the profit which he was to enjoy when his corps fhould be complete; another's, 

to the proteCtion of the diftrict jn which he refided; a third was wholly intent upon 

revenge againft his perfonal enemies ; and all of thetn .were repugnant even to an idea 

offubordination. I-Ience the fettletnent who fhould act as a private man, and who 

as an officer, or in whofe corps either fhould be, was feldom fatisfaCtorily made 

among themfelves; and as furely as it failed, fucceeded a reference to the Corn· 

mander in Chief,. which could not be put by, or delegated to another hand, with

out diffatisfaEtion, encreafe of confufion, and generally a lofs of fuch fervices as they 

were really fit for, viz. fearching for cattle, afcertaining the practicability of routes, 

dearing roads, and guiding detachments or columns upon the march.* 

Such. were the etnbarraffments of my mind, added to the tnany neceifary avoca· 

tions of command purely military. It will likewife be remembered that Lieutenant 

Colonel St. Leger was,. at this time, before Fort Stanwix : every hour was pregnant 

with critica[ events. The candid and unprejudiced, refleCting upon fuch a fitua· 

tion,, will check the readinefs of their cenfure: far be it from me to contend that I 

did not commit man.y errors : I only hope to have proved, that they are not thofe 

*' I would not be uaderftood to ~nfer, th:1t none of the Provincials vvith me were :fin cere in their. 

loyalt~; p~rhap~ many w~re fo. A few were of difiinguifhed bravery,. among which it would be unjufr 

not to par.ttculanze Mr. F1fiar, who fell at Be.nnington, and Capt. Sherwood, who was forward in 

every fervice of dang~r to the end of ~he campa1gn. I only maintain that the interefis and the pailions 

()f the rey~lte~ Amen~ans concenter m the cauie of the Congrefs; and thofe of the Loyalil1s break 

and fubd1v1de mto various ,EUrfuits, with. which. the caufe of the King has little or nothing to do. 
which 
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which have yet been fpecifically pointed at, and whatever blame may be imputable to 

me in other infl:ances, my late exa1niners are not jufl:ly intitled to triumph on any of 

their difcoveries. 

And now for the expedition to Bennington as it ftands upon evidence. Exredirion 

1'he queil:ions upon the crofs examination are fo explanatory of the hints which ~~~ · nning

fell fr01n the noble Lord afterwards, that one would aln1oft itnagine the hints were 

originally defigned to precede. It will be regular for me, therefore, to conGder 

the1n in that manner, and, from the whole I am to colleCt, that the faults meant Faults fup• 

to be eftablifhed are, that I employed Germans to found the difpofition of a coun- pofc:d. 

try in which no Germans refided: that the mounting dragoons was unneceffary: 

that the range given to the expedition was too great : that it was not originally 

defigned for Bennington : that the force was inadequate. 

In regard to the firfi: of thcfe charges, relative to the employment of Germans>. Fault of em

it would be wafl:e of titne to add to the full anfwer given by Lord Harrin
0
oton. Co- playing GL errJ-

111 3 t' s, o 

lonel Kingfton has anfwered the quefi.ion refpeEting the mounting the dragoons; Harrington, 

and moreover it will be remernbered, that the colleCting horfes was by no means r~~~;.9~~~· 

confined to that fervice. They were requifite for carrying the baggage <>f the army, Kingfton. q. 

as expreffed in the inftrnEtions to Colonel Baume, to the amount of I soo. This 134 
to 

137· 

circumftance may have ftruck fmne gentletnen, as confirming the idea. that the bag-

gage attending the an11y was of enormous bulk. I requeft a fufpence of judgment 

upon this article, till I come to the proper place of explanation; and I revert to the 

part of the charge which feems of tnoft importance, viz. the extent of the march, See th e In
il:ruftions 

as defcribed in the InftruEtions, compared with the ftrength of the detachment, &c. aad all other 

It can hardly efcape obfervation, what ftrength to tny defence upon this point papers re-
fpet\:ing Ben

may be derived fr01n advocates who were not expected to appear in my behalf. For nington. 

I take fupport from the noble Lord himfelf, and all who have believed in his late No. IV. 

affertions, or adhered to his favourite doCtrinesJ by pleading that I undertook the 

expedition to Bennington upon report, ftrengtbened by the fuggeftion of .perjons of 

long experience and rejidence in America ; who load been prifent on the ]pot when the rebel-

lion br;;ke out; and whofe information had been much refpetted by the adminiftration 

in England; that the friends to the Britijh cauje were as five to one, and that they 

wanted only the appearance of a protefti11g force to Jhew themfelves. Some criticifers 

upon the adequacy of the force I employed, may defert the caufe of the noble 

Lord ; but will He maintain, that a recru.it of force fron1 the enemy~s country was 

a wild expeCtation, when the recruiters., provincial co1onels, governors, ·land pro ... 

prietorsJ and popular leaders of the party who glory in the defignation of Tory, 

were upon the fpot, and perfonally interefted in the levies ? He mufi: fure]y ftand 

forth my advocate in this point) or entirely forget the reafoning he held to Sir \Vil-

p 2 liam 
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liam Howe, when without the advantages of fuch recruiters; againfl the belief 

of the General himfelf; unprepared to repair the difappointment, if difappoint· 

tnent enfued, in a meafure of fo n1uch more n1agnitude, and fo 1nuch lefs real en .. 

courage1nent, He referred to that expedient of recruiting from the enemy, what he 

had not ftrength to fupply fron1 the national troops.* 

This I muft infiil is an unanfvv·erable defence, with refpcEt to the noble Lord, and 

thofe who think with him; for it is fhitt and pofi tivc coincidence with their opi

nions, paft and prefent-ancl if I faid it will be fo v: ich thofe to come, my prophecy 

\Vou1d be authorized by the conviCtion and tritimph wh ich 2.\llr. Galway's evidence, 

refpeEting the loyalty of the Americans, feen1ed to produce in the parties to whmn 

I allude. 
But in due refpeB: to other judge3, it is incun1bent upon me to ftate a n1ore fe

rious defence. 
As Lieutenant Colonel Kingfton cannot prove juridically that the rough draft 

of the deGgn which ended the affair of Bennington was the fame which was deliver

ed by General Reidefel, and I am unwilling upon memory to incur a poffibility of 
1nifl:ake, even in an immaterial circumfrance that refpeCts an abfent friend, I a1n 

content it ihould be confidered as an uncertaintainty, and I drop all ufe that could 

be drawn fron1 the original compofition. It will fully anfwer my purpofe to adhere 

to the bare affertion which I atn fure will never be contradiet~d, that Major Gene

ral Reidefel originally conceived an expedition for the purpofe of mounting his 

dragoons, and fupplying the troops in general with baggage-horfes; that I thought 

his idea might be extended to 1nuch greater ufe, and that the plan was conGdered, 

an1ended, and enlarged, in concert with hi1n. Therefore upon the abftract 

ground and reafon of the 1neafure, I tnight urge, that it was fupported by naked 

n1ilitary principle, according ro the fenti1nents of a general of great natural talents, 

and long fervice under the firft 1nafl:ers of the age. It is proved, that the fame fen

timents were ratified by the full approbation of Major General Phillips, an officer 

of fi1nilar defcription, to whotn the plan was con1municated; and if a fingle part of 

the fan1e plan, mentioned to be at firfl: difapproved by Brigadier General Frazer, 

continued to be fo after explanation, that difapprobation did not appear. In

deed the utn1oft that can be drawn from the evidence of Lieutenant Colonel 

* In a lftter from Lord George Germain to Sir \Villiam Howe, dated May 28, 1777, after acknow· 
!edging that the force for the campBign would be ihort of the General's requifitions, is the following 
paragraph. 

" If we may credit the accounts which arrive fl·om all quarters, relative to the good inclinations of 
" the inhabitants, there is every reafon to expec1: that your fuccefs in Penfylvania \vill enable you to 

" raifc from among them fuch a force as rnny le fnfficient for the interior defence of the province, 
" and leave the army at liber ty to proceed to offenfiye operations." 

The 'whole of the letter, from y, hich the aboye is an extraCt, is curio·us, and may be fecn in the 
Parliamentary Regii1er) No. 68. 

King-
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Kingfton, or any other witnefs, amounts to no more than an implied wi:lh in the 

Brigadier to have conduCted the expedition at the head of his diftintt corps. It was 

the faCt. Devoted to glory and prodigal of life ; earneft for the general fuccefs of 

t l e campaign, and particularly anxious for every plan adopted by the man he loved, 

he grudged a danger or care in other hands than his own. It was not envy or dif

paragement of the Gennan troops, but zeal and impatience for employn1ent, that 

influenced his predilection for the Britifh. I honoured the principle, while I re

ftrained it; and I rcferved his ardour and judgment for a fecond 1nove1nent, 

which required thofe qualities much more than the expedition t:o Bennington did, 

accord ing to any intelligence or appearance of things at the time. It will be ob

ferved from the evidence, that the whole of Brigadier Frafer's corps was thrown 

over the river, and aB:ually pofted at the opening of the plain near Saratoga, when 

Col. Baume marched ; and the defign was, upon the firft news of Baume's fuccefs> 

to have pufhed that corps to take poffeffion of the heights near Still \Vater, and to 

have intrenched there, till the army and the provifion could have joined, by which 

1neans the whole country on the weft fide the river, to the banks of _the Mohawk, 

would have been our own. 

But n1oreover it is to be obferved, that Major General Reidefel was far frmn being 

ignorant, as has been fuggefted, of the nature of the country, or the profeffions of 

the inhabitants. He was juft returned fi·om commanding a detached · corps at a; 

confiderable diftance from the tnain anny, in the very heart of the country from 

which the enemy's force at Bennington was afterwards fupplied. He fpoke the 

Engli!h language well ; he was affifled by many natives of the beft information. 

It is evident, that the brave but deceived officer who commanded the detach

n1ent, was induced to deviate from the cautions prefcribed in the inftruB:ions. A 
plan drawn by an engineer upon the fpot is added to the evidence produced to the 

cmnmittee, to !hew more clearly where that deviation happened. It appears alfo 

in proof, that the meafures taken to relieve Colonel Baume, upon the news of 

his difficulty, were the moft fpeedy that could be ufed, and would have been time

ly, had not Colonel Brie1nan's 1narch been n1ore tardy than could have been fuppofed 

poffible. I take the faCt as ftated in his own account, without impeaching his cre

dit with regard to the obftacles he defcribes. But as a farther vindication of the 

intelligence and principle upon which the original ftrength of the · detachment was 

framed, ~nd the mere accident which made even error poffible, I requeft admif

fion for the proof of a new fact which I did not know it was in my power to bring, 

till after Captain Money had left the bar of the Houfe of Cmnmons ; and as I was 

precluded from calling him a fecond time, by the abrupt clofe of the proceedings~ 

I had no other way of klying it before the public, than by ftating the queftion in 
writing, 

Lord Har
rington's q. 
28 to 3r. 
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'\Vntmg, and requiring his authority to publi!h the anfwer, which I obtained, and 

they are as follows : 

Q Do you know any circumftance refpeCl:ing an unexpeCted reinforcement re

ceived by the rebels at Bennington near the time of the action ? 

A. '' A few days after I was prifoner in the rebel camp, fome of their officers 

"t told me, that it was a providential c1rcurnftance, that General ~tarks was coming 

·tc through Bennington with 12oo militia of the New-IIampfhire Grants, to join 

.cc their tnain arrny near Albany, for the guard on the provifion at Bennington did 

cc not atnount to more than 400 men ; and that on hi s hearing of a detachment of 

cc our army being only four or five miles fron1 him, he with the guard, and what 

" tnilitia could be colleCted in the neighbourhood, attacked and defeated the de

"' tachment, as well as the reinforce1nent that were on their 1narch to join them. 

" The rebel officers alfo informed tne, and I have feen accounts that agree with 

"' what I then heard, that during the aCtion General Sturks was 'luckily' joined 

'~ by Colonel Warner with a confiderable body of tnen. I have frequently heard 

" our officers fay that were in this action, that had Colonel Baume retreated four 

" n1ilcs, and recroffed the river he paffed the day before, and taken poft there, 

·H when he found by information he could not proceed, and had wrote for a rein

" forcetnent, he would have met Colonel Breiman coming to his affiftance, and 

" would not have rifqued the lofs or his corps, which by his inftrutl:ions were fo 

" ftrongly recommended, as not ev .n to rifqr1e a confidcrable lofs. This, Sir, is 

'' as nearly as poffible the anfwer I fhoul ci have given had the queftion been afked 

~' 1ne in the Houfe of Con1mons.-J. lVIoney." 

This p iec~ of evidence will ferve to i11ew that it vvas not the fuccefs of the rebels 

at Bennington that animated the militia to aifemble, and march in the caufe of the 

Congrefs; and he muD: be of fteady faith indeed in American loyalty who can fuppofe 

1nuch of it really exifted in the country of the I-Iampfhire Grants (howfoever it had 

·been affected and profeffed) when he refled:s, not only that General Starks and Colonel 

1 \Varner were not oppofed in collecting their men, though my army, then in a tide of 

fuccefs, were near at hand; but alfo that not a loyalift was found earneft enough to 

convey me intelligence. 

It willlikewife appear, from this piece of evidence, when compared with the map 

of the country and the difpofition of the troops, that had not the accidental paffage of 

the detachments under Starks and \Varner been exceedingly critical, it could not 

have availed.-Forty-eight hours fooner, they wou1d have joined General GJtes; and 

he ~ould hardly have detached them, or any other part ·of his force, back to Benning

ton, even though he had heard of a movement to my left; becaufe he muft have 

known that the whole of Fraier's corps lay ready to march rapidly upon him from my 
right. 
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right.-Forty-eight hours later, the blow would have been ftruck; and the ftores, 

confifi:ing of live cattle, and flower, with abundant carriages to convey it, would have 

been out of reach. 

Another reflection will be apt to arife in fpeculative minds upon this fubjefc, 

viz. on what nice chances depends the reputation of an officer who afts under fel

fifh and ungenerous employers! Such men not only with -hold the fair protection that 

would arife from an explanation of hi~ motives, but are the firft to join the cry of 

the uninformed multitude, who always judge by events. Thus every plan receives 

a colouring in the extreme ; and is denominated (often w-ith eq_ual inj uftice) a fatal 

error or a brilliant enterpnze. 

But it frill may be faid, the expedition was not originally defigned againft Ben

nington. I really do not fee to what it could tend againfr n1e, if that fuppofition 

were in a great degree admitted. That fome part of the force was defigned to aB: 

there, will not be difputed by any who read Colonel· Baume's inftruB:ions} and con

fult the map. The blame or merit of the defign altogether, n1uft reft upon the mo

tives of expediency ; and it is of little confequence whether the firft and principal di

reCtion was againft Bennington, or Arlington~ or any other difiriet, as my intelligence 

might have varied refpecting the depofits of corn and cattle of the enemy. At the 

fame time I muft obferve it is begging the queftion, to argue that Bennington was not 

the teal, original object~ bec.aufe Bennington was not mentioned in the draft of in

ftruCtions. A man mufr indeed be void of military and political. addrefs, to put 

upon paper a critical defrgn,. where furprize was in quefrion, and every thi ng 

depended upon fecrefy. Though it were true, that I meant only Bennington,, 

and thought of nothing lefs than the progrefs of the expedition, in the extent of 

the order, I certainly would not now affirm it, becaufe l could not prove it; and. 

becaufe it ·would feem, that I fearched for remote and obfcure jufrification, not re

lying upon that which was manifeft; but furely there is nothing new or improbable in . 

. the idea, that a general fuould difguife his real intentions at the outfet of an expedi

tion, even from the officer w·hom he appointed to execute them, provided a commu-

nication ·with that officer was certain and not remote. 

This revie\v of the affair of Bennington, tho' long, I truft will not be deemed mif

placed; and· from the different parts of it, I think, will clearly be eftablifhed the fevv 

fol-lowing affertions. 

lit. That the de.Ggn upon Bennington was juftified by the circumftances of the 

time. 

2d. That-there was no reafon to fuppofe the force of the enemy there greater than , 

what the detachment was adequate to defeat. 

Jd. That when the force was difcovered to be greater, the ill confequences. ·would: 

hav.e been, avoided had not Colonel Baume deviated .from his infhuetions, by commit-

4. 
ting · 

Crof•·exa
mination of · 
Lord Har
rington, q. 
Sg. 
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ting his regular force in the woods inftead of fortifying a poft in the open country, 

and exploring the woods only with the Indians, Canadians, and Provincials, fupported 

by Captain Frafer's corps, \vho were complete mafters of fuch bufinefs. 

4th. That after Colonel Baume had committed that error, it would have been re

trieved had Colonel Brien1an's reinforcement accomplifhed their n1arch in the time 

they ought to have done. 

5th. That the ftrength of the enemy was tnerely accidental. 

And, as a final obfervation, I will add, that when a minifter fiates a common acci

dent of war, independent of any general aftion, unattended with any lofs that could 

affect the main ftrength of the army, and little more than the mifcarriaae of a forao-. 
0 b 

ing party, to have been fatal to a whole Clmpaign, of which he had directed the pro-

grefs and apportioned the force, he makes but an ill c01npliment to his own judgment. 

Difficulty of The next clafs of proofs in regular progreffion, applies to the difficulty of bringing 

forming a 
magazine af- forward a magazine of proviGon, after the difappointment of obtaining live frock and 

ter the difap- flower at Bennington. It has been !hewn, by the evidence of Captain Money, Lieu ... 

pointment at 
Bennington. tenant Colonel Kingfton, and the authentic n1emorandums of Sir Francis Clarke, that 

Lieut. Col. early in the month of Au
0
aufl: it was no eafy tafk to fupply the daily confumption of 

Kingfion, q 
24 to 3t. · the arn1y. Our powers were afterwards, in fome degree, encreafed by the arrival of 

more contract hodes, acquifitions of more ox-teams from the country, and the great 

vigilance exerted in the departments of the quarter-mafter-general and infpecror, 

whofe aff1frants had been augmented. 

· A minute inveftigation of this operation I am fenfible ·will be thought dry, and 

perhaps unneceifary, by general readers-they ·will pafs it over-but there are thofe 

who have laid 1nuch ftrefs upon a \Vafie of time, and who take delight in tracing the. 

fmall parts of a fubjeet \Vith fcrupulous exaCtnefs. vVith fuch it is my duty, as a per

fen on my defence, to enter into detail, and I will lay my ground in the quefi:ion put to 

Captain Money in his crofs-examination and his anf\ver. 

Q_ \-Vhy did the Army remain from the 16th of Augufi to the I 3th of September 

" before they croffed the Hudfon's-River to engage the Rebels at Still water ?" 

A. " To bring forward a fufficient quantity of provifions and artillery, to enable the 

"' General to give up his communication.'' 

~7 ith all the powers of conveyance poffible to be n1uftered, Captain Money computes, 

Capt. Mo- (and his cmnputation tallies nearly with the table formed by the Commiffary-General) 

uey, q. 20; 

and for the that five days provifion, viz. four for forming the magazine and one for daily confump-

general ac- tion, \vas the moft that could be conveyed at once. 
count of the 

efForts ufed To bring this to an average I will affume only t\VO days for accidents of \Veather, 

fee the fame 
. 

f!videncefrom roads, fatigue of cattle, breaking of carriages, and other common difappomtments : 

.q. 12 to 25. this is much ]efs time than according to the evidence might be allowed, and upon 

This computation it would take ten days to convey the magazine to Fort Edward Qnlr. 

2 
The 
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The fiage frotn thence to the encampment and intended depofitary mufi not be computed -
by di11ance but by impediments. The rapids of the river and the different carrying
places have been defcribed by the witneffes, and it refults that this fiage ·was much 
longer in point of time than the former one. It was not poffible to keep the tranfports 
going at both fl:ages together for the ten days mentioned, becaufe there \Vere not boats 
in the river fufficient for more than the daily fupply; nor could they have been conveyec,l 
there in that time by any poffible means, for thefe reafons ; the boat carriages, which 
\vere of a confiruction fimilar to timber carriages ufed in England, were only twelve 
in number, and each carriage employed fix horfes or four oxen to draw it; and could 
any other means of~ draft for boats over land have been contrived, or cattle have been 
fu pp lied from the artillery, or any other department, all \Vould have been ufelefs ; be
caufe the boats themfelves, to a greater amount than thofe above fpecified, \Yere 
\\'anting till after the \Vhole of the provifion tranfport between Ticonderoga and 
Fort George, upon which they \vere employed, \\'aS finifhed, and it had barely kept 
pace fo as to fupply the land tranfport bet\veen Fort George and Fort Edward. 

I defire only an allowance of fifteen days for the carriage over the fecond fiage, 
and it \Vill thus take, in the whole, t \venty-five days to form the magazine alone. 

I claim no additional allo\vance of time for conveying one hundred boats, at leafi , 
through the difficulties of land and v:;ater, in the two fiages, but com prife that labour 
a;nong the reft of the lafi fifteen days~ It mufr be neverthelefs obferved, that even 
this nmnber '"vas ihort of what was \vanting, and, to fave time, all the artificers 
\vere employed in building fcouls (fourteen of which were finifhed during the tranf
port) to make water craft, in.the whole fufficient to carry the magazine forward, after 
the communication fuould be at an end. The new caulking the boats, though indifpen
fibly neceifary to great .part of them, after paffing the lakes loaded, and afterwards 
being ihaken and damaged by land carriage, is another work ''rhich I thro·w into the 
laft fifteen days of the tranlport, or into the fubfequent four days, which mufi at the 
leafr be allotted for loading the magazine., and arranging the order of its proceeding 
both in refpefr to navigation and defence. This \\'as committed to very expert naval 
officers, and w.as matter of no trivial concern, or eafy executinn. 

The vv-hole bufinefs, according to the above reprefentat1on and calculation, both 
\vhich are founded upon evidence, \vould have taken tvventy-nine days: twenty
fevcn only were employed, viz. from A-ugufi the 16th to September the I 3th. The 
exertions in faCt, outwent the calculation; and I challenge the mofr minute fpecula
tifrs, to try the ti1ne and the po\vers \Ve poffeifed, by every poffible difiribution of 
carriages and cattle, differ.ent from that \vhich was pratl:ifed, and I \Vill venture to 
fay none \V ill be found lefs dilatory. 

It appear• clearly in proof, that no impediment to this tranfport was occafioned by 
the interference of the artlllerJ ; bttt it has 'been implied by fome queftions in the crofs 

Q_ examina-
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examinations, that if the artillery did not interfere ':vith the tr11nfport, the tranfport 

ought to have interfered \Vith the artillery, and that by appropriating their horfes t().. 

the prorifio11.- train, n1uch time 1night have been faved. 

It n1ig)1t be a fuflicient anfwer, that the artillery, for the reafons I have before affigned 

\vas not tn be difpenfed with, and confequently the horfes \Vere to be preferved: but 

I befides have fhewt1, that they could not have been of ufe to the tranfport of the 

boats ·; and to fatisfy every fcruple, and to il1e\V ho\v n1ifl:aken they are wbo fuppofe

an advantage was to be obtained by the employment of artillery horfes to convey pro

vifions, I no\V offer to their refleCtion the additional faCt, that they could have 

been of no avail, becaufe \Ve had neither carts nor pack-faddles, more than \Vere in 

ufe already. 

That the baggage of the army \\'as an impediment to the tranfport, is another ac

cufation clearly confuted by the united evidence of Lieutenant Colonel Kingfton and 

Captain Money.* 

Having thus ihe~rn that the tranfport of prfilvifion and other ftores, for about thirty 

days, was effeCted in the 1horteft time poffible, it 110\V becomes neceffary to examine 

the 

* In jufrice to the officers \\'ha are fuppofed to have rlifobeyed orders, in refpeB: to the bulk of it, it 

hJay be neceiEu·y to take fame notice (and this is tbe proper place) of the err-or of making that 

fnppofition upon the dire:l:ions given to Colonel Baume for procuring I 300 hodes for that fpecific ufc. 

( believe the lowei1 allowance of bat horfes eYer made to an army was as follows : 

To a field officer 
3 per battalion 6 

A captain 
2 do. I 2 

A fubaltern 
I do. I 6 

A furgeon and mate 
2 do. 2 

A chaplain 
I do. 1 

A quartermai1er - - - - r do. I 

For carrying the company's tents, two horfes to each 

company 
do. 16 

Total per battalion 54 

• B. This calculation \Vas made upon eight companies to a battalion, in which two field officers 

ompanies are included. 

The horfes for the five Britifh battalions of the line, upon calculation, amount to 

General Frafer's corps, reckoned to be equal to four battalions - -

}'ive German battalions at 70 horfes per battalion, that being the difference in pro

portion to their firength 

J3rtyman's corps 
Total for the regiments of the regulars 

S T A F F. 

Two major generals 

Four brigadiers - -

Briti{h quarter rna1ter genera], and his afl11bnts 

(.;erman ditto 

270 

216 

!Z 
r6 
12 

12 

30 

The ho{pi tal 
otal' cf 1h.ff 

Sz 
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the quefiion, which has been very much canvaffed in print, and by the crofs exami

nation, appears to have 1nade impreffion upon fame gentlemen ; \Vhether this prepar~

tion might not have been difpcnfed with, and the army have reached Albany by a ra

pid \Uarch, the foldiers carrying tlpon their backs a fufficiency of provifion to fupport 

the1n during the time. 

It is very natural for 1nen of all defcriptions, to apply the idea of a rapid march ~o 

a difiance of fifty miles, for it is not n1ore meafuring in a !height line from Fort Ed

\Yard to Albany, and it will be proper to confider the principle and prattibility of fuel}. 

march, \Yith refpeCt to two diftinet periods, the one before, the other after the at .. 

tempt tlpon Bennington. 

With refpeB: to the firft, it will be remembered, that in the ftate the roads then 

were, and with the refources then to be employed, no provifion before-hand was 

attainable. Therefore, to have brought the plan of a rapid advance within the 

compafs of a poffibility, the operation muft have begun by n1arching the whole 

rapidly backward, in order to load the men with their packs of provifions. How 

the troops, zealous as they were, would have relifhed a ftep fo uncommon in it 

nature, and produt1:ive of fo much unexpected fatigue, particularly how the Ger

mans would have been fo perfuaded of the neceffity as to have undertaken it with 

good will, cannot be afcertained. 

But thefe doubts apart, it remains to be confidered, how the troops were to pafr. 

two very large rivers, the Hudfon and the Mohawk, without previous provifion for 

a bridge, or water-craft for conveying large bodies at once. Every conceffion a 

fanguine projector can defire !hall be made upon this point alfo ; the contrivance of 

rafts, bound together by twigs and ftrips of bark, as in fact was praB:ifed at this 

very period for the paffage of Frafer's corps over Hudfon's River, !hall be admitted 

equally practicable for the whole army; and in argmnent be it trul1:ed to chance to 

pafs the Mohawk in the fame way; or fuould it fail, let recourfe be had to the 

ford, which is known to be praCticable, except after beavy rains, near Schened:ady, 

about fifteen miles frmn the mouth of the river. 

Thefe conceffions granted, we will fuppofe the army on the bank of the I-Iudfon's 

River, where they afterwards paffed it. 

The id·ea of a rapid march will of courfe be exempt from all thought of perfonal 

inc-umbrances (proviflon exempted) and the foldier will ftand reprefented in the 

imagination, trirn and nimble as he is feen at an exercife in an Englifh encamp-· 

I .R R E G U L A .R S. 

C :m:1dians Indians, :.mcl Provincials 

Arti~ccrs 

200 

0 

Total of irregulars -- 2:'0 
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men t-In deed it is nece.ffary he fhould be confidered in that form; for nothing can 

be more repugnant ro a project of rapidity, than the foldier's load, were he to carry 

all the article~ bel"onging to him in a carnpaign.* 

But it rnay be faid, and with truth, that troops are ufually relieved· from a con

fiderable part of this burthen, and many exan1ples of this relief may be brought 

frorn the general cuftom of fervice, and frorn 1nany movements of General Howe's 

army in particular-nay rnore, it was a frequent practice of the very army in quef

tion, to march· free from knapfacks and camp equipage. The Wigwam, or hut 

confi:ruB:ed of bot1ghs, may be made a very wholfome fubftitute for a tent; and 

when viCtual can be cooked before-hand, even the camp kettle for an expeditious 

n1arch n1ay be laid afide. All thefe examples are admitted: but they all imply 

conven·rencies for the feveral articles to follow, and to be brought up in due time. 

In our cafe they muft have been loft irrecoverably. 

Will it be argued, that fon1e medium rnight have been devifed? And although 

it were irnpoffible, confiftently with the idea of rapidity, to carry forward more 

provifion than for bare fuftenance during the 1narch~ yet carts Jnight have been 

found fufficient to carry the rnen's knapfacks, and camp kettles~ and other indifpen

fible articles? This fuppofition would betray a great ignorance of the country. 

f ron1 Saratoga to Albany there is only one road practicable for wheel carriage .. 

There are many places where by defhoying the bridges over deep gullies which dif

charge themfelv:es into the n1ain river, a paffage would be rendered impoffible, not 

only for a wheel carriage, but a horfe. There are others where the road is bounded 

by the river on one fide, and by ahnoil: perpendicular afcents covered with wood -on 

the other. Here the very fhort work of felling a few trees would ftop all paffage. 

rfhe expcnce of tin1e to remove thefe obftructions, or to make new roads, would have 

brought fan1ine. All notion, therefore, of conveying any articles 1nore than could 

be carried upon n1en's. fhoulders muft ceafe. The notion of artillery, even the final

left pieces., n1uft alfo ceafe of courfe, not even a little amtnunition-tun1bril could 

have found its way.-An eafy facrifice to the theoriil:s, who have maintained the 

inutility of artillery: : but any officer who has feen the ground of this fuppofed 

n1arch, \Vould point out a dozen paifes, not to fpeak of the paffage of the Mohawk, 

where, fi:rength~ned with abattis and· fuch other works as the rebels are expert in 

rnaking in a very few hours, five hundred militia would. fi:op for a titne, ten times 

their nutnber of the beft. troops in. the world who had not artillery to affiil: them. 

'* They confii1: of a knapfack, containing his bodily neceffaries, a blanket, a haverfack with .r.rovifions, 

a cnrteen, a hatchet, and a fifth fhat~e of the general camp equipage belbnging to his tent.. Thefe arti'

des (recko 1ing the provifion to be for four d::tys) adcfed to his accoutrements, arms, and fixty rounds 

Qf a::nmuniti~n, 4nake a bulk totally incompatible with comb3t, and a weight of about fixty pounds •. 

Having 
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Having ftated thefe objections to the principle of a rapid march, let us now> 
from the knowledge that has been fince obtained of circutnftances, confider what 
would have been. the certain confequences of the attempt. 

Thofe who are acquainted with the capricious workings of the ten1pers of 1nen, 
will not wonder at the difficulty of prevailing upon a c01nmon foldier in any exi;_ 
gency to hufband his provifions. In a fettled catnp, the young foldier has very 
fhort fare on the fourth day after delivery : but upon a march in bad weather and 
bad roads, when the weary foot flips back at every fi:ep, and a general curfe is 
provoked at the weight that caufes the retardment, he muft be a patient veteran-, 
and of muc;:h experience in fca·rcity, who· is not tempted to throw the whole con ... 
tents of the haverfack into the mire. He feels the prefent incmnbrance grievous
Want is a day remote.-cc Let the General find a fupply: it is the King's caufe 
and the General's interefi:-he will never let the foldier be ftarved .. " 

This is com1non reafoning in the ranks. I ftate it for thofe who have not feen
fatiguing fervice, and may have a judgment to form upon it. It need not be ap• 
plied to the prefent confideration; for had the march taken place at the time it 
ought to have done, upon the principle of the defenders of that fcheme, the time · 
that Frafer's corps firft paft the river upon the bridge of rafts, wafi:e would only have 
eonfpired to accomplifh in three days a ruin that with the befi: hufbandry would have 
been inevitable in fix: for the fan1e fall of rain which it has been fhewn in evidence 
acrually carried away the bridge a· very few days after it was confrruB:ed, necelfarily 

made the ford of the Mohawk for an advance, and every ford of the I-Iudfon's River 
for a return, impaiTable. It hardly need be noticed, that a flood 1nufi: have made 
any ufe of rafts, could they have been timely obtained, equally impracticable. The 
army, therefore, would have bec01ne vicrims to famine, without a blow, or a fingle 
effort of the enemy. Saratoga mufl: have been the anticipated fcene of furrender, 
without other conditions than the tnercy of fufi:enance ; the whole force of Mr~ 
Gates would have been loofe to co-operate with Mr. Wafhington, with the fineft 
feafon of the campaign before them ; and the General of the northern army, with
out a fhadow of pr')feffional defence, and precluded fron1 the plea ufually fo per
fuafive, that he fought hard' before he failed, muft have 1net the cenfure of his So· 
vereign and a j ufi:ly offended country, with none to fu ppm t him but the prefcnt 
advocates of a rapid ma.ch. Could his dependence have been fure even upon thetn r 
Would they not rather have adhered to their oppofite and- original fyften1 (for· 
ftrange as it is, the [·une tnen have fupported both) and· have aflerted, that it was 
t"Xtreme raihnefs to crofs the Hndfon's River at all? 

If what I hav.e faid in objeCl:io!l to the principle and praCticabili ty of a rapid march 
to Albany, previous to the attempt upon Bennington, has weight> very little 
need be added on the fubje tt afterwards) bccaufe every objeet io~1 \v.ill multiply up·· 

4 OP 

• 

1'1'3 



JI4 R E V I E \V 0 F T I-! E E V I D E N C E. 

on the mind of the moft curfory obferver. I !hall only call the attention to a very 

few eifential circumftances. The enemy was in force ; a proof of his being fo 

is, that Mr. Gates quitted his pofition behind the l\1ohawk, which was his 

firongefr, and advanced to Stillwater. The force found at Bennington upon the 

march from the I-Iarnpfhire Grants to the n1ain army, proved the vigour and ala ... 

crity of the enen1y in that country. The circumftances of the action at Benning

ton eftablifhed a yet rrwre melancholy conviction of the fallacy of any dependence 

upon fuppofed friends. The noble Lord has faid, that cc I never defpaired of the 

campaign before the affair of Bennington; tha .. I had no doubt of gaining Albany 

jn as fhort a tin1e as the army (in due condition of fupply) could accomplifh the 

tnarch." I acknowledge the truth of the afTertions in their fulleft extent ; all my 

letters at the time !hew it. I will go further, and in one fenfe apply with the noble 

Lord the epithet cc fatal" to the affair of Bennington. The knowledge I acquired 

of the profeffors of loyalty was " fatal," and put an end to every expectation 

fi·om enterprize unfufiained by dint of force. It would have been excefs of fren

zy to have trufted for fufienance to the plentiful region of Albany. Had the march 

thither been praCticable in all refpeCts, and even unoppofed, (which nobody will 

think would have been the cafe) the enemy finding the Britilh anny unfupplied, 

would only have had to compel the Tories to drive the cattle and defiroy the corn 

Dr the corn tnills, and the convention of Albany inftead of Saratoga 1nuft have fol

lowed. \Vould the Tories have rifen ? Why did they not rife round Alban y and 

below it, at the time they found Mr. Gates's army increaGng by feparate and di

frincr parties frotn remote difiances? They were better qualified by their fituation 

to catch the favourable Inotnent than I was to advife it. Why did they not rife in 

that populous and as fuppofed well affecl:ed difiricr, the German Flats, at the time 

St. Leger was before Fort Stanwix? A critical infurreftion from any one point of 

the con1pafs within diftance to create diverfion, would probably have fecured the 

fuccefs of the can1paign. 

But to revert to the encreafe of reafons againf1 a rapid march· after the affair of 

Col. St. Le· Bennington. It was then alfo known, that by the falfe intelligence refpeCting the 

ger's letter .. 
T v ftren 0o-th of Fort Stanwix, the infamous behaviour of the Indians, and the want of 

J. o. • 
the pron1ifed co-operation of the loyal inhabitants, Lieut. Col. St. Leger had been 

, <>bliged to retreat. The firft plaufible n1otive in favour of hazardous hafte, the fa

cilitating his defcent of the Mohawk, was thus at an encl. The profpeCt of finding 

the enemy difperfed it has before been fhewn was over. 

The itnpoffibility of preferving a cmnmunication was alfo evident. Was the ar .. 

tny to h::tve proceeded to aCtion without hofpital ftor~s, as well as without viCtual? 

The general who carries troops into fire without precautions to allevi::tte the certain 

,confequences, takes a fure ftep to alienate the affections, and deftroy the ardour of 

~ 
the 

:> 



R E V I E W 0 F T H E E V I D E N. C E. 

the foldier-he exacts 1nore than human fpirit can furnifh. Men need not be ha

bituated to fields of battle to be convinced of this truth. Let the mind reft for a 

1noment on the objeCts which will rife within it after the Inention of aCtion, and then 

refleCt, there is not a n1attrafs for broken bones, nor a cordial for agony and faint

nefs. They who talk of tbefe rapid marches, fuppofe no oppoGtion, or no fuffering 

in confeq~ence of oppoGtion. The hundreds of wounded men to be cruelly aban

doned (if the refl: could be prevailed upon to abandon thofe \vhofe cafe might tile 

next day be their own) make no part of the conGcleration of thefe gentleruen of 

preopttate imaginations. But officers who are refponfible to God and their' coun

try for the armies they conduCt, cannot fo eaGly overlook fuch objet1s ; and mufl: be 

patient at leafr till a few hundred beds, and a proper proportion of medicine and 

chirurgical materials, can be brought up for troops that are to fight as well as to 

1narch. 

The confide ·ation of rapid movetnent has run into 1nuch length : the ftreE laid 

upon it in the crofs-exam ination, wa~ the caufe. I beg leave very fhortly to reca

pitubte the principal P' nts, and Iha11 then difmifs- it to the public judgtnent, with

out great apprehenfion of havmg it renewed even in [peculation. 

Had a proper ftore of 1 ive catt e been obtained by the expedition to Bennington, 

( aud by the bye it will be remc 'Tibered, that had the loyalifl:s of the country been 

re:'llly of the nu1nber and duc ription reprefented, that acquifition might have been 

n1ade without an aD:ion) all t he carri ages rnight have been appropriated folely 

to the conveyance of flou r, hofpital accornmodations, entrenching tools, and other · 

abfolute neceffaries; and a raprd n1arch to Albany n1ight have been hazarded. 

After the expe~..1it.ion to Benmngton had failed of that great purpofe, had a gar..o · 

r.iion for Ticonderoga been attainable from Canada, and the force then at Ticon"' · 

deroga been brought forward, to eftab1ifh a poft of c01nmunication, and fecure a~ 

palfag e of the river by a fortified bridge, and redoubts ·upon the heights · which 

every where command the river;, on one ihore or the other, a forced 1narch 1night 

frill have been jufrifiable, becaufe a retreat was fecure: but, divefl:ed. of both thefe. 

refources, a rapid 1novement n1uft inevitably have led to rapid ruin. 

Having gone through all the material points previous to the I Jth . of September; 

and !hewn, I truft, by diftinct evidence, as well as reafoning, the expediency of 

the 1narch from Skenefborough to Fort Edward; the principle of the expedition to 

Bennington; the caufe of its failure; the efforts ufed to bring forwards the provi~ 

fion and neceffary ftores, and the in1praCticability of proceeding without thofe 

ftores; the attention of the reader will now be carried to a review of the meafure 

of paffing the Hudfon's Riv.er on that day. 

I entered pretty fully, in 1ny Narrative, 

me ; and I fhall not enlare;e upon them. 

into the principles which then aB:uated 

I have only to requeft every man who 

has 

Review oft he 
rneafure of 
patEng the 
Hudfon'a 
River. 
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l1as been led to doubt whether I was r~quired by duty, fituation, the voice of the 

army, and the voice of reafon., to advance and fight, to follow the confideration of 

thofe principles, with a revifal of the applicable part of the verbal evidence, and 

I will then venture further to appeal to their judgtnent, whether, inftead of being 

required, I was not compelled, by the ftate of things, to aB.- as I did; even inde

pendently of the peremptory tenor of n1y orders, which, confident in the ftrength 

of my cafe~ I have purpofdy omitted, upon this occafion, to reconfider. 

In regard to -the point fo tnuch agitated in this country, thot1gh with no founda

tion whatever frmn any thing that happened in America, Brigadier Frafer's_fenti

tuents upon this tneafure of paffing the Hudfon's River, it would be trifling with 

·the patience of the reader to recapitulate and point the evidence to a matter which 

I do not believe there is a man fo prejudiced as now to difpute, viz. that that officer 

joined in opinion and itnpatience with the reft of the army. But though the f~lfe

hoods .fo gro.fsly and fo long impofed upan the public, refpecting this matter, are 

no more.) it n1ay not be unworthy curiofity to explore their origin and trace their 

progrefs .. 
It is not difficult to difcern that the fufpicion of d~fference of opinion in the army, 

upon the meafure of pafiing the Hudfon's River, arofe fro1n the paragraph in n1y 

public letter frotn Albany to the Secretary of State, wherein I fay that I had called 

no council upon ,that fubjeB.-, but had aCted upon my own judgment of the peremp

tory tenor of my orders. 

That a man, chief in authority, fhould take entirely upon himfelf a meafure of 

doubtful confequence, and upon mere principle .preclude himfelf from any future 

means of .{hifting or dividing the blame that might enfue, appeared incredible at 

Whitehall: the greater part of that political fchool concluded the profeffion of fuch 

_candour muft be a fine!fe, and that, in faft, the General had not communicated 

w.ich his officers, becaufe he knew opinions would have been againft him. 

When little minds thiok they have got a clue of littlenefs it is wonderful with what 

zeal and dexterity they purfue and improve it~ Correfpondence and intelligence 

were not wanting; difappointed jobbers, difcarded fervants, dilfatisfied fugitives of 

every fort, fpies, tale-bearers, and fycophants, wh01n it is to the honour of a Gene

raJ to have his enetnies_, and a difgrace to Office to encourage, abounded in town; 

and the primary idea once given, it was carried forward by very ready affiftance, and 

.ever. logical deduft.ion.--As thus : 

The General de.clares in his difpatch, he called no n1an into _council upon the 

meafure of paffing the Hudfon's River; Therefore, his officers differed in opinion 

:upon the expediency of advancing. 

To differ in opinion upon that expediency, they muft con !true his orders not to be 

peremptory : 111frejore, he ftands _fingle in the interpretation he put upon his orders .. 
If 
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lf his oficers faw that he was unadvifedly and defparately leading his army to 
death, they would certainly remonftrate: 'I'herefore, they retnonftrated. 

The retnonftrance would naturally be 1nade to hitn by fuperior officers: ~berefore, 
the conclufion follows; Major General Phillips and Brigadier General Frafer aCtu
ally made a remonftrance againft paffing the Hudfon's River. 

General Reidefel, who was next in rank to General Phillips, feems to have been 
forgotten. He was probably overlooked in the eagernefs to get at General Frafer, 
on whof6 natne the important ftrefs was laid, and for two palpable reafons; the one, 
that his name ftood high in the public eftimation, and greatly as it deferved fo to 
ftand, perhaps it acquired, upon this intended ufe, more juftice from fome quarters 
than it would otherwife have received. 

The fecond and more prevalent reafon was, that Brigadier General Frafer was 
dead. 

Thus then ftood the a!fertion when I arrived in England : cc Major General Phillips 
and Brigadier General Fraflr remonflrated againfl pa.![zng the Hudjon's River, which 
movement was the cauje of all the jubjequent misfortunes." And having traced this 

' falfehood to its 1naturity, it now may be equally curious to follow its decline .. 
After my arrival in England, the friendlhip, and general conformity of fentiment 

between General Phillips and me becarne more known. He was alive, and might 
poffibly foon return. His name was therefore withdrawn from the remonftrance, 
and referved, in cafe he did not return, to give colour to a fecond falfehood, * 
then kept back, but fince produced as one of the laft efforts of malignity in the 
courfe of the late enquiry. 

The firft public occafion that offered was feized by me to pledge my honour 
upon the whole ftory of difagreement of opinion being falfe; and I dared any man 
to produce a letter or ·a fentence, from Brigadier Frafer or any other officer, to 
authorife a fufpicion of its being true. Lieutenant General Frafer, upon the fame 
occafion in the Houfe of Commons, voluntarily and generouily entered into 1ny 
juftification, upon the authority of his correfpondence with his late relation, and 
the knowledge of his general fentiments. ' 

The falfehood was immediately fo far weakened, that the word RemoJJ.ftrance was 
changed into Opinion. " Brigadier Frajer's opinion was againjf pajJiug the Hudjon'r 
River;" and thus· it remained, now and then affifted and cherifhed, when it was 
very languid, by a whifper, "that there were jiill letters to be produced," till the . 
late enquiry took place; and the evidence of Lord Balcarras, Lord Harrington, 

~That General Phillips offered to conduCt a .p~rt of the army from Saratoga to Ticonderoga. See 
th1s falfehood refuted, in the evideRce of Lcrd Balcarras, Col. Kirgfron, &c. 

· R .. Colonel 



I-tS 

~rhe com
ments of an 
inferior offi
cer no pro
per tefi of 
a fuperior's 
co.nduct.. 

Comparative 
view of the 
campaigns in 
17;9 and 
1 777· 

REVIEW OF THE EVIDENCE. 

Colonel Kingfton, &c. gave the death blow to the laft ftruggling efforts of that 

calumny. The ra{hnefs of palling the Hudfon's River was obliterated; every com

tnent upon that fatal ftep was fuddenly dropt, as if the river had funk under ground; 

the charge, with the full accompaniment of General Frafer's difapprobation, re ... 

monftrance, &c. &c. was fhifted ; the minifter was as nimble as his confederates, 

and exclaimed upon the fatality of the expedition to Bennington . 

.And here I fhall finally reft the fupport I have been fo anxious to derive frotn 

that grave which has been ranfacked by n1y adverfaries for evidence againft me .. 

As a foldier I -;.vow a pride in having poffeffed Brigadier Frafer's efteem. As a de

fendant I am fenfible I have dwelt upon it to a fault. The precedent of a Chief 

in Command fuffering the comments of an inferior to be a teft of his atl:ions, 

requires an apology to my profeffion. It lies in the eminence of my friend's cha

racter. His approbation gave a grace to my defence, and I was impatient to confute 

the calumny that would have robbed tne of it ; but to admit that it was nece!fary 

for my acquittal would be to countenance and forward the moft pernicious and pre

pofterous doCtrine that ever was practifed to n1iflead the public, and to betray the 

fervice. 

When a minifter or his confederates lean upon private report~ table talk, and 

half fentences, to depreciate an officer they dare not themfelves accufe, it is a 

feeblenefs of vengeance that, in its firft afpect, is contemptible in the extreme; 

but it calls for our indignation when we extend our view to its principle and effects. 

They operate to the very inverfion of due patronage> and the abfolute extinction of 

every idea upon which command ought to be beftowed, or can efficacioufiy be exer

cifed ; they tend to encourage officers to be fpies and informers; to render camps 

and fleets, properly the refidence of harmony and honour, the feats of fufpicion, 

difcord, faction, treachery, and mutiny. 

The diverfity and importance of the matter brought to review in the period of 

the campaign I am now clofing> has led to greater length than I was aware of; but 

I cannot difinifs it without one reference, addreffed to fuch of the examiners of my 

conduct as have infifted upon the tardinefs of the northern army. 

The reference I would plead is to a campaign in the fame country,. memorable for 

having been condutted by an officer whofe example muft be acknowledged, at this 

juncture, to be of fplendid and peculiar authority; I mean the campaign of Lord 

Amherft, in the year I 7 59·· 

The great points of the war in America that yea.r were to divide the enemy's force~ 

and at the fatne time to direct the feveral operations with fuch concurrence, that, 

though feparate and remote, they fhould affift each other. The firft objeCts of the 

4 
4rnny 
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army to which I allude were to reduce Ticonderoga and Crown Point, and the ulti 

mate and 1noft important one was to effeEt a junCtion with Mr. W olfe before ~ebec. 

Thus far there is great fimilarity between the plans of the two catnpaigns, except 

that the points fr01n which the arn1ies tnarched, and to which they were deftined, 

were exacrly reverfed. 

In the Spring, 17 59, the army, then aifembled at Albany, took the field as early 

as the feafon would admit : but fuch were the natural impediments of the country, 

that though fupported by the unanimous zeal of the inhabitants, and furnifhed with 

abundant fupplies of draft cattle, carriages, water-craft, and every other neceffary; 

the feveral departments well directed, and na enemy to oppofe the march, the Ge

neral (Lord Amherft) was not able to commence the attack ofTiconderoga till the 

7th of July, when the enemy abandoned that poft, and retreated to Crown Point. 

The diftance from Al~any to Fort George is between fixty and feventy miles, the 

paiTage over Lake George to Ticonderoga about forty n1iles. 

The General had reafon to believe that Crown Point would be given up at his 

approach as precipitately as Ticonderoga had been. He did not, however, reach it, 

a difl:ance of thirteen miles, and water-carriage at will, till the 14th of Auguft. 

Was it at thj.t time afked by the minifl:er or his adherents, what was the army 

doing not to purfue a flying enemy ?--Not to purfue when the whole country 

behind was their own, and magazines, baggage, hofpitals, and every other neceifaryi 

might follow at leifure, and in fecurity ! When it was forefeen an encreafe of fleet 

was to be conftruEted at Crown Point, to obtain the fuperiority over the enemy upon 

Lake Champlain, and confequently that every d<1y's delay, in becoming mafter of 

that poft, rifked the campaign ! 

Although thefe enquiries were not then fuggefted to the public, an anfwer to 

them has been given, greatly to the honour of the General, in a very impartial hi

ftory of that time. <C The army was employed in repairing the fortifications at 

<' Ticonderoga; and the General took his meafures with the fan1e care as if he ex .. 

" petted an obflinate defence, and attempt to furprife him on his march.'' 

The enetny acrually did abandon Crown Point on the approach of the General, 

the I 4th of AugHil ; and, as foon as in poffeffion of that poft, he fet about fortify

ing it as he had done Ticonderoga. The titne confumed in that operation, and in 

building new veffels, brought it to the middle of OB:ober before the General could 

en1bark upon the Lake. A fufpence, undoubtedly, of great anxiety; for the 

great end of the campaign, the junCtion of the two armies, upon which the reduc

tion of all Canada was thought to depend, was unattained. 

But did the minifter or his adherents then cavil at the tardinefs of that army?

Enterprifing, fanguine and impetuous, as was the charaCter of that minifter's 

R z coun-
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councils1 there was not lefs energy in his proteCtion. The nation, not a party, were 

his adherents ; and his word was a fiat of fame. l-Ie beftowed emphatic praifes on 

his General; and a failing campaign becarne part of that bafis, from which he has 

afcended to the high honours he now defervedly poffeffes. 

It would be great prefumption1 and it is far fi·om being intended, to draw any 

parallels or inferences fr01n t·he carnpaigns of I 7 59 and 17 7 7, except fuch as merely 

apply to confumption of titne under ' fimilar circumftances. In other points the 

pretenfions of the refpecrive Generals may be as different as their fortunes; or, to 

n1ake a much clearer diftinB:ion, and a yet ftronger contraft, as wide afunder as the 

aufpices under which they ferved 1 thofe of Mr. Pitt and of Lord George Germain. 

Obfervations, &c. rejpefting the third Period. 

cc A feries of hard toil, inceffant effort, ftubborn aetion, till difabled in the col

cc lateral branches of the army, by the total defeB:ion of the Indians, and the defer

cc tit>n or titnidity of the Canadians and ·Provincials, fome individuals excepted; 

'' difappointed in the laft hope of any tirnely co-operation from other annies; the 

cc regular troops reduced, by loffes from the befr parts, to 3500 fighting men, not 

cc zooo of which were Briti:fh; only three days provifions, upon fhort allowance, 

cc in ftore; invefted by an army of 16,ooo men, and no apparent means of retreat 

cc remaining, I called into council all the generals, field officers, and captains corn

cc manding corps, and by their unanirnous concurrence and advice, I was induced 

" to open a treaty with Major Generfal Gates, &c." 

Such was· the fum1nary of affairs given in my letter from Albany to the fecretary 

of ftate. At the time it was written, I little expeB:ed to have occafion for any 

other teftimony of my aB:ions; and it has therefore been fuppofed, that I gave them 

a colouring more fpecious than exact. 'l"'his is the ftage of my defence in which I 

am defirous to bring that matter to judgment; and I have quoted the above paf

fage, exprefsly to lead the attention of every examiner to the whole of that letter. 

Let it now be confidered, unitedly with my late narrative, and both be compared 

in detail with the evidence-! am bold to flake my caufe upon the iffue-And reft

ing upon thefe references, 1ny comments upon this period, though it is the moft im

portant, will be fhorter than upon either of the fonner: the proofs alfo are n1ore 

colleB:ed1 and the 1natters controverted or ftarted in crofs-exan1ination are fewer. 

The firft remark I have to n1ake is, that while the tnanagers of the minifter'~ 

caufe have never admitted a doubt of the reality of thofe movements in the cam

paign, with the propriety of which their ingenuity promifed thern even a coloura

ble caufe of cavil, they have had the addrefs, when any little fkill and conduB: were 

generally acknowledged, to call the exiftence of fuch tnovements into queftion. I 

cannot make this remark more pertinently than :lt prefent, vhen the n1arch of the 

army, 



REVIEW OF THE EVIDENCE. 

army, preceding the action of the I 9th of September, is in its due place the objetl: 
of notice-" A pretty combination of columns and deployrnents compofed at AI
" bany, and very fit for a Gazette." This fort of language I believe 1nofi: perfons 
have heard, who have converfed with the dependents or runners of office, and it 
will be my excufe for fubmitting to the judgment of my profeffion a plan of the 
movement. It will fhew in fome degree the difficulties that the nature of the coun
try oppofed to a combined tnarch of columns; and at the fame time the d ifadvan
tage (l n~ight fay the certain defeat) that muft have been fuftained, had the army 
been only in one column npon the ground where it was attacked, or had the com
bination of the other columns, thofe of General Frafer in particular, been lefs exact 
to the point of time in which it was expedient they fhould arrive and form. 

To prove that this tnarch was not compojed at Albany, I refer to feveral witne!fes, 
but particularly to the Earl of Harrington. His Iituation, as tny aid- de-camp, 
gave him a general knowledge of a movement, that an officer employed in the execu
tion of a Iingle part of it could not have acquired. It will be confidered by all who 
know the qualities of my noble friend, as very honourable to the difpofitions of that 
day, that they are fa circumfrantially retained in fo difringui.fhing a mind; and for 
my own part, I cannot commit them to military judgment under a better truft than 
the accuracy of his defcri ption. 

I fhall not therefore detain the reader an inflant longer from a fubject fo worthy 
his attention, as the evidence refpetting the behaviour of the troops in the enfuing 
events of that day. 

Few aCtions have been characterized by tnore obitinacy in attack or defence. The 
Britifh bayonet was repeatedly tried ineffectually. Eleven hundred Britifh foldiers, 
foiled in thefe trials, bore inceff.1.nt fire fr01n a fucceffion of fre!h troops in fuperior 
numbers, for above four hours ; and after a lofs of above a third of their numbers 
(and in one of the- regiments above two third~) forced the enemy at ]aft. Of a de
tachment of a captain and forty-eight artillery men, the captain and thirty-fix were 
killed or wounded. Thefe facts are marked by a concurrence of evidence that no 
man will difpute. The tribute of praife due to fuch troops will not be want· 
ing in this generous nation; and it will as certainly be accompanied with a juft por
tion of !hame to tho[e who have dared to depreciate or fully valour fo confpicuous
who have their ears open only to the prejudice of American cowardice; and having 
been always loud upon that courtly topic, ftifle the glory of their countrpnen to 
maintain a bafe confiflency. 

It will be obfervable from the accounts of the kille~l and wounded , that the lofs 
of officers in all the actions of the campaign was proportionably rnuch greater than 
that of the private men: and as this obitn'"ation appiies particularly to the action . 
we are confidering, it 1nay not be improper to account for it in thi~ p!ace. 

The 
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The enemy had with their army great numbers of markfmen, armed with rifle

barrel pieces~ thefe, during an engagement, hovered upon the flanks in frnall de

tachments, and were very expert in fecuring then1felves, and in fbifting tl1eir ground. 

In this act:ion, tnany placed themfelves in high trees in the rear of their own line, 

and there was feldom a n1inutes interval of fmoke in any part of our line without 

;Qfficers being taken off by fingle fhot. * 

It wiil naruraUy be fuppofed, that the Indians would be of great ufe againft this 

n1ode of fighting. 'rhe example of thofe that remained after the great defer

tion proved the contrary, for not a tnan of them was to be brought within the found 

of a rifle i11ot. The Canadians were fonnerly very expert in fervice of this nature; 

but befides the change in their tnilitary charaCter, which I noticed before, their beft 

officer was J ... illed early in the aCtion, which event caft a general damp upon the 

corps. A few of the Provincial.s were ferviceable ~ but the beft 1nen I had to oppofe 

as markfinen, were the German chaffeurs_, though their number was fo U.nall, as not 

to be one to twenty of the enemy. 

The crofs-exatnination upon the proceedings of the army after this action will 

fl1ew the folly there would be in bringing a n1ilitary caufe to a parliamentary enqui

ry, upon the prefumption that any parts of it would be left unexamined. The very 

want of praCtical knowledge in the enquirers renders them more inquifitive, and 

n1uch tnore tenacious of doubts and furmifes, than they would otherwife be : for in

fiance; I do not believe that with an army exhaufted by a long and fevere action, 

and deprived of an uncomrnon po.rt.ion of officers, the queftion of attacking the 

en.emy next tnorning would have occurred to any man of profeffional judgment : 

that enemy too in a pofition of which no further knowledge could be obtained than 

that it was covered by an intrenchment and abattis, and the approach to be made 

through a thick wood, without any avenue cut, or a fingle poft fortified to fecure a 

retreat, or · to cover the magazine, which afforded the only poffible means of fub

fiflence. 

Equally remote would be the thoughts of rnilitary men from attacking a few days 

after, when it appeared I had received a letter from Sir Henry Clinton, informing 

1ne of a diverfion fo powerful as an attack upon Fort Montgomery to be undertaken 

as at that very time. 

The queftions relating to the enemy having their baggage pacl(ed, if that circum

:fcance was n1eant as an indication that they n1eant to retreat, is another proof how 

*Capt. Green, aid de camp to l\1:1jor General Phillips, was fhot through_ the ~rm by one of thefe 

m:ukfmen as he was deliverina me a meifage. I learned, after the conventiOn, trom the command

ing officer of the rift .1en, th~t the ihot was meant for me; and as the captain was feen to fall from 

his horfe, . .it was fr · iome hours belie,~e d in the enemy's army that I was killed. My efcape was 

0wing to the cC~ptain happening to haYe a laced furniture to his faddle, which made him mifiaken 

for the general. 
little 

..J 



R E V I E W 0 F T H E E V I D E N C E. 

little the queftioners knew of fervice. It does not appear in evidence how the fact 

was : but no officer will difpute, that if the enemy had not only packed their bag

gage, but aCtually conveyed it to the other fide the river, they would have atted 

conformably to the general praCtice of fervice when action is expeCted; and to no 

circumfi:ance of fervice more than to that when it is refolved to difpute· a poft to 

the laft extremity. 
Upon the whole of my fituation at that tirne, I atn fo confident that it was the 

part of an officer to fortify and wait events, that I atn only further intent to prove 

that I fortified properly, the nature of the ground and my feveral purpofes, confi-

. dered. Upon this principle I fubmit the plan annexed. It will alfo fhew the na 

ture of the ground between the two annies, and ferve to explain the difficulties the 

witneffes exprefs of taking a view of the enetny~s left : but it wi1l be confidered~. 

that befides thefe apparent obftacles. to a near approach, the enemy abounded in 

militia, which fupplied out-pofi:s and fcouts, that could by no means be driven 

in without making the army liable to a general action. 

As for any other intelligence than what could be obtained by eye-fight it was 

generally contradiCtory, always imperfeCt; the deferrers- were often fufpicious, the 

prifoners very few. I never faw any inH:ance of fervice. where it was fo difficult to. 

obtain information. Among people fpeaking the fame language with ourfelves, and 

many of them profeffing the moH: favourable difpofitions, fcarcely any could be pre .. 

vailed upon, by rewards or principle, to rifk his perfon for the purpofe of intelligence-., 

In regard to the crofs-examination, refpeeting the time neceffary for the con

ftruc~ion of the redoubts and other works, I neither thought it worth while to con

teft it at the titne, nor !hall I conteft it now,. though nothing would be more

eafy than to fhew that there was a great deal of necelfary labour which the que!l:ions 

did not lead to, and confequently the witneffes c0uld not with propriety enter into

the explanation of then1. But what makes the confumption of time to tne imma

terial is, that I place my juftification upon the expediency of waiting the co-opera

tion frmn Sir Henry Clinton. It is in proof, that I received a letter from hirn the

day after the action of the I 9th, * informing me that he meditated an attack upon 

Fort Montgomery as at that very time .. And as I have alreadyfaid, that I iliould have 

thought it the part of n1adnefs to have riiked an attack upon the enemy, in the weak 

ftate of my army, for fame tin1e after the ]ate action, and under the expectation of 

fo powerful a diverfion; fo fhould I have deferred it longer, even after being recruit

ed .frorn the hofpital, on account of the fame expeCtation·, and the further chance 

of the reinforcemen of Colonel St. Leger's corp5, and perhaps a convoy of provi-

* The original letter is in my poffeffion, but could not be produced without difcovering a fecret 
mode of conveying intelligence that it might be i~proper to make public. 

fions. 

I2J. 

Plan.No. V.,. 
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1ons fron1 Ticonderoga : fo far am I frmn conceiving the paft del~y blameable, that 

I acknowledge the 1neafure of the 7th of October was precipitated by fome days, by 

the forage being becon1e fo fcarce, tha:: a fupply could only be obtained by a tnove

lnent of the army. 

If any perfons have fuppofcd, that what hA·S been called the inaCtive ftate of the 

anny at this period was a ftate of reft, they are as 1nuch tniftaken as they would 

be if they fuppofed it in any other circumftance comfortable. From the 2oth of 

Septetnber to the 7th of OCtober, the annies were fo near, that not a night paffed 

without firing, and fometimes concerted attacks upon our advanced picquets ; 

no foraging party could be m:1de without great detachtnents to cover it; it was the 

plan of the enemy to harrafs the army by conftant alarms, and their fuperiority of 

numbers enabled them to attempt it without fatigue to themfelves. 

By being habituated to fire, our foldiers became indifferent to it, and were capable 

of eating or fleeping when it was very near them : but I do not believe either officer 

or foldier ever fiept during that interval without his cloaths, or that any general 

officer, or comrnander of a regiment, paffed a fingle nig~1t without being upon his 

legs occafionally at different hours, and conftantly an hour before day-light. 

The circmnftances in general of the aCtion of the 7th of OB:ober ftand in that ar

ragement in the evidence of the Earl of Balcarras, Earl of Harrington, Lieut. Col. 

Kingfi:on, and Captain Money, and have been fo little controverted by crofs ... 

examination, that any length of comment upon them is unneceffary. I will only 

obferve, that the tnovement of the enemy under General Arnold, mentioned in my 

Narrative, is confirn1ed as far as circumilantial teftimony can confirm it, by Captain 

Money. And if there can be any perfons, who, after confidering that circumftance, 

and the pofitive proof of the fubfequent obftinacy, in the attack upon the poft of 

Lord Balcarras, and various other aCtions of that day, continue to doubt, that the 

Atnericans poffefs the quality and faculty of fighting (call it by whatever term they 

pleafe) they are of a prejudice that it would be very abfurd longer to contend with. 

But though comments upon this part of the evidence may be fpared, the remem

brance of what I perfonally underwent cannot fo eafily be fuppreifed; and I am fure 

I fuall not out~o the indulgence of the candid, if in delineating fituations fo affect

ing, I add feelings to juftification. The defence of 1nilitary conduct is an interefting 

point of profeffional honour; but to vindicate the heart, is a duty to God and to 

fociety at large. -

Few conjunCtures in the campaign I nave been defcribing, few, perhaps, upon 

n1ilitary record, can be found fo diftinguifued by exigencies, or productive of fuch 

critical and anxious calls upon public character, and private affection, as that which 

now took place. A 
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In the firft place, the pofition of the armyJ was untenable, and yet an immediate 

,retreat was impoffible; not only from the fatigue of the troops, but from the neceffity 

of delivering frefh am1nunition and provifions. 

The lolfes in the acbon w~re uncornmonly fevere. Sir Francis Clarke, my aid-de

camp, had originally recommended himfelf to my attention by his talents and dili

gence : as fervice and intirnacy opened his character 1nore, he became endeared to 

me by every quality that can create efteem,. I loft in him an ufeful affiftant, an ainia

ble companion, an attached friend : the ftate wa~ deprived by his dead1, ·of one of 
the faireft promifes of an able general. 

The fate of Colonel Ackland, taken prifoner, and then fuppofed to be mortally 

wounded, was a fecond fource of anxiety-General Frafer was expiring. 

In the courfe of the action, a fhot had palfed through my hat, a_nd another had t0rn 

my waiftcoat. I :!hould be forry to be thought at any time infenfible lo the protect

ing hand of Providence ; but I ever more particularly confidered (and I hope not 

fuperftitioufly) a foldier's hair-breadth cfcapes as incentives to duty, ,a marked renewal 

of the truft of Being, for the due purpofes of a public ftation ; and under that reflec[:on 

to lofe our fortitude, by giving way to our affeCtions; to be diverted by any poH1b e 

felf-emotion from meeting a prefent exigency with our heft faculties, were at once 

di£honour and impiety. 

Having therefore put afide for a time my private fenfations, it has been ihewn that 

1 effected an entire change in the pofition of the army before day-light. The plan will 

fhew the new ground taken up. Early in the morning of the Sth, General Frafcr 

breathed his ,]aft--and_ vith the kindeft expreffions of his affeCtion, his laft reque£1: was 

brought me, that he might be carried without parade by the foldiers of his corps to 
the great redoubt, and buried there. The whole day of the 8th of OCtober was cor

refpondent to this inaufpicious beginning. The hours were meafured by a fucceffion 

of immediate cares, encreafing doubts, and melancholy objects. The enemy were 

formed in two lines. Every part of their difpofition, as well as the repeated attacks 

upon Lord Balcarras"s corps, and the cannonade from the plain, kept the troops in 
momentary expeCtation of a general aCtion. During this fufpenfe, wounded officers, 

fon1e upon crutches, and others even carried upon hand-barrows by their fervants., were 

occafionally afcending the hill from the hofpital tents, to take their fhare in the action, 

or follow the march of the army. The generals were .employed in exhorting the 

troops. 

About fun-fet the ·corpfe of.General Frafer was brought up the hill, attended only 

by the officers '>vho had lived in his family. To arrive at the redoubt, it paifed with

in view of the greateft part of both armies. Genera~ Phillips, General Reidefel, and 

myfelf, who were ftanding together, were firuck with the humility of the proceffion: 
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They who were jgnorant that privacy had been requd1ed, might conftrue it neglect. 

V\' e couU neither endure that refleEtion, nor indeed reftr::1in our natural propenfity to 

pay our laft attention to his remains, The circumilances that enfued cannot be better 

defcribed than they have been by difierent witncffes. * The incdfant cannonade 

during the folemnity; the ftendy attitude and unaltered voice with which the ch:1p· 

lain officia~ed, though frequently covered \Vith dufi, which the 01ot threw up on all 

fides of him; the mute but expreffive mixture of fenfibility and indignation upon every 

countenance : thefe objects will remain to the laft of life upon the minds of every 

man who was prefent. The growing dufkinefs added to the fcenery, and the whole 

marked a character of that juncture that would make one of the fineft fu~jetrs for 

the p~ncil of a mafter that the field ever exhibited-To the canvas and to the 

faithful page of a more in1portant hiftorian, gallant fi·iend! I confign thy memory. 

There may thy talents, thy manly virtues, their progrefs and their period, find due 

diftinction ; and long may they furvive ;--long after the frail record of my pen 

fhall be forgotten. 

The refleCtions arifi:1g from thefe fcenes gave place to the perplexities of the 

night. A defeated army was to retreat from an enemy flufhed with fuccefs, much 

fuperior in front, and occupying ftrong pofis in the country behind. We were 

equally liable upon that march to be attacked in front, in flank, or rear. The dif

pofition of march had been concerted as much as circumftances would admit ; and 

it was executed by the officers and the troops in general with a precifion that expe

rience in critical fituations can only teach. The baggage, which could only move in 

one column, and in a narrow road, fell into the confufion which it is impoffible for 

caution to guard againft in the dark, becaufe a fing1e accident of an overturn or a 

broken wheel, or even the ftupidity or drunkennefs of a driver, may ftop and often 

confufe the motion of the whole line. Care was taken that no fuch accident fhould 

break the order of the troops, and orders were fent to Major General Phillips, who 

commanded the rear guard, in cafe he was attacked, to pay 6lttention only to the main 

objeCt of covering the troops ; or, if occafion were, of taking a pofition to give them 

time to form. 

At day-break the next tnorning the army had reached very advantageous ground, 

and took a pofition in which it would have been very defirable to receive the enemy. 

A halt v;,'as neceffary to rcfrefh the troops, and to give time to the bateaux, loaded 

with provifions, which had not been able to keep pace with the troops, to come 

a-breaft. A portion of provifions was delivered alfo from the bateaux, not without 

apprehenfwn that that delivery might be the laft : for there were parts of the river in 

which the boats might be attacked from the other fide to great advantage, notwith;

ftanding the correfpondent movement of the army. 

* Particularly Lieuten'lnt Colonel Kingfion, 8 S• 
The 
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· The above purpofes being effeB:ed, the army proceeded in very ievere weather, 

and through exceeding bad roads. 

Befides the continuation of difficulties and general fatigue, this day was remark

able for a circumftance of private difl.refs too peculiar and affecting to be omitted. 

The circumftance to which I allude is Lady Harriet Ackland's pafiage through the 

enemy's army, to attend her \vounded huiband, then their prifoner. 

The progrefs of this lady with the army could hardly be thought abruptly or fu

perfluoufly introduced, ·were it only fo for the purpofc of authenticating a ·wonderful 

ftory.-It '\\-·ould exhibit, if well delineated, an interefl:ing piCture of the fpirit, the 

enterprize, and the diil:refs of ron1ance, realized and. regulated upon the chafi:e and 

fober p1 inciples of rational love and connubial duty. 

But I beg leave to obferve befides, that it has direel- reference to my fubjeet, to 

fhew what the ~uxuries were with which (as the \vorld has been taught to believe) 

the army \Vas encumbered ; what were the accommodations prepared for the two 

thouja11d women that are gravely fuppofed, in the crofs examination, to have fol

lowed with the baggage. An idea fo prepofterous, as well as falfe, would have 

been a fitter fubjeCl: for derifion than refutation, but that it was malicioufly intended; 

not, I am confident, by the member who aiked the queftions, but by the perions 

·who impofed upon him, to effetl: by prejudice \Vhat they defpaired of effeCting by 

faB:.-Not content with cavilling at our pretenfions of having fought hard, they 

\vould not allow the army even the claim upon the good-nature of the nation, of 

having fared hard for its fervice. 

I iball however confider part of this fiory as fo far unconneCted with the immediate 

·bufinefs I was upon (purfuing the line of evidence upon the retreat to Saratoga) as to 

give it in the margin. It may well ftand by itfelf; and I venture to think that this 

one example of patience, fuffering, and fortitude, \Vill be permitted to pafs without 

cenfure or obloquy. * When 

*Lady Harriet Ackland had accompanied her hu!band to Canada in the beginning of the year 1776. 

In the conrfe of that c:~mpaigo fhe had traverfed a vatr fpace cf country, in different extremities of 

1eafon, and with difficulties that an European traveller will not eafily conceive, to attend, in a poor 

hut at Chambl~e, upon his fick bed. 

I n the opening of the campaign of 1777 fhe was refirained from offering herfelf to a fl1are of the 

fatigue and hazard expeCted before Ticonderoga, by the pofitive inj unCtions of her hufband. The 

d ay after the conquei1 of that place, he was badly wounded, and fhe crofied the Lake Champlain 

to join him. 
As foon as he recovered, Lady Harriet proceeded to follow his fortunes through the campaign,. 

and at Fort Edward, or at the next camp, fhe acquired a two-wheel tumbril, ·which had been con· 

frructed by the artificers of the artillery, fomething fimilar to the carriage ufed for the mail upon the 

great roads of l'.ngland. Major Ackland commanded the Bri tifh grenadiers, which were attached to 

~eneral Frafer's corps; and confeqnently were always the m'){t advanced p ofl: of the army. Their 

1ituations 1.vere often fo alert, that no p edon flept out of their ckaths. In one of th t:fc i1tuations a 
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When the army was upon the point of moving after the halt defcribed, I re

ceived a 1neifage from. Lady Harrier, fub1n-itting to my decifion a propofal (and 

expreffing an earneft folicitude to execute it, if not interfering with my defigns) 

of pafling to the camp of the ene1ny, and requefi:ing General Gates's permifTion t<> 

attend her hufband. 

1."hough I was ready to believe (for I had experienced) that patience and for

titude, in a fupreme degree, were to be found, as well as every other virtt1e, 

tmder the rnoft tender forms} I was afronifhed at this propofal. After fo long an 

agitation of the fpirits, exhaufi:ed not only for want of reft, but abfolutely want of 

food, drenched in rains for twelve hours together, that a woman fhould be capable 

of fuch an undertaking as delivering herfelf to the enemy, probably in the night.t 

and uncertain of what hands ihe might firft fall into, appeared an effort above 

hun1an nature. The affiftance I was enabled to give was finall indeed; I had not 

even a cup of wine to offer her; but I was told lhe had found, from fome kind and 

fortunate hand, a little rUJn and dirty water. All I could furnifh to her was an 

open boat and a few lines, written upon dirty and wet paper, to General Gates, 

recommending her to his proteB:ion. 

tent, in which the major and Lady Harriet were ~fieep, fuddenly took fire. An orderly ferjeant 
of grenadiers, v:ith great hazard of fuffocation, dragged out the fidl perfoa he caught hold of. It 
proved to be the major. It bappened, that in the ialfle inilant fhe had, unknowing wnat :fhe did, 
and perhaps not perfeetly av\'ake, ptovidentially made her efcape, by creeping under the walls of 
the back part of the tent. The firil object {he faw, upon the recovery of her fenfes, was the major 
on the other fide, and in the fame infi:ant again in the fire, in fearch of her. fhe fery·,mt !'{ain 
faved him, but not without the major being very feYerely burned in his ace and differen t 'rts of L1e 
body. Every thing they had vvith them in the tent was confumed 

This accident happened a little time before the army paifed the Hudfon's River. It neither altered 
the refolution nor the chearfulnefs of Lady Harriet; and fi1e continued her progrefs, a partaker of 
the fatigues of the advanced corps. The next call upon her forritude was of a ditYerent natJre, and 
more diHrefsful, as of longer fufpenfe. On the march of the rgth, the grenadiers bemg hable to 
nttion at every fi:ep, {he had been diretted by the major to follow the ro he of the artillery and bdg· 
gage, which was not expofed. At the time the aB:ion began {he found he ·telf near a fmall minha· 
bited hut, where 'fi1e alighted. \Vhen it was found the aCtion was becoming g..:neral and bl ood:, the 
furgeons of the hofpital took po!feffion of the fame place, as the mofr conve11ient for the firfr care of 
the wounded. Thus was this lady in hearing of one continued fire of cannon and mufketry, for 
four hours together, with the prefumption, from the pofr of her hufband at the head of the grena .. 
rliers, that he was in the moil: expofed part of the aB:ion. She had three female compJnions, t e· 
Baronefs of Reidefel and the wives of two Britifh otlirers, Major Harnage and Lieutenant Reynell; 
but in the event their prefence ferved but little for comfort. M:1jor Harnage was foon brought to 
the furgeons, very badly wounded; and a little tim lfter r1me intelligence that Lieutenant Reynell 
was fhot dead. Imagination will want no helps to figure the fi:ate of the whole groupe. 

From the date of that aEl:ion to the 7th of OB:ober, Lady Hnrrie , u:ith her ufual ferenity, flood 
pr-~pared for new trials! and it vvas her lot that their fcverity e'!creofed with their numbers. She · 
w~s ag:Jin expofed to the hearing of the whole at1ion, and at lafi: received the fhock of her individual 
misfortune, mixed with the int~lligence of the general calamity, the troops were defeated, and Major 
Ackland, defperatcly wounded, was a prifoner. 

The day of the 8th was pain:d by Lady Harrict and her companions in common anxiety, not a tent, 
r: r a fhed being franrling, except what belonged to the HofP.ital, their refuge. was among the 

\'1 mded and'tlle dying. 
4- Mr. 
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Mr. Brudenell, the chaplain to the artillery· (the fame gentleman who had offi
ciated fo figna11y at General Frafer's funeral) readily undertook to accompany her, 
and with one fe1nale fervant, and. the major's valet -de-chambre (who had a ball which 
he had received in the late action then in his fhoulder) fhe rowed down the river to 
meet the enemy. But her diftreffes were not yet to end. 1'he night was advanced 

·before the boat reached the enemy's out-pofl:s, and· the centinel would not let it 
pa~, nor even come on !bore. In vain Mr .. Brudenell offered the flag of truce, 
and reprdented the ftate of the extraordinary paffenger. The guard, apprehenfive 
of treachery, and punctilious to their orders, threatened to fire into the boat if it 
ftirred before day light. Her anxiety and fuffering were thus protraCted through fe
ven or eight dark and cold hours ; and her reflections upon that firft reception could 
not give her very encouraging ideas of the treatment fhe was afterwards to expect. 
But it is due to juftice at the clofe of this adventure to [ay, that fhe was received 
and accommodated. by General Gates with all the hmnanity and refpeEt that her rank,_ 
her merits and her fortunes deferved~ 

Let: fuch as are affected by thefe circumfl:ances of alarm, hardfhip and danger, 
recollect, that the fubjecr of them was a woman; of the moft tender and delicate 
frame; of th.e gentleft manners ; habituated to all the foft elegancies, and refined 
enjoyments, that attend high birth and fortune ; and far advanced in a fiate in 
which the tender cares, always due to the fex,, become indifpenfibly. neceffary. Her 
nJind alone was formed for fi.1ch trials. 

I now return to the ann.y, which arrived in the night at Saratoga, in fuch a fl:ate 
of fatigue, that the men for the m oft part had not firength or inclination to cut 
wood and make fires, but rather fought flt'ep in their wet cloaths upon the wet 
ground under the continuing rain, and it was not till after· day-light that the artil
lery and the lafi of the troops pail: the Fifh Kill, and took. a pofition upon the heights 
and in the redoubts forn1erly conftrutred. 

The interval between taking that pofition, and the conclufion of the treaty, is 
the folemn crifis in which I confider myfelf as peculiarly accountable to my coun
try. And if all rhe circumftances 111entioned by me, in 1ny own vindication, in 

[ my Letters, or 1ny Narrative, are not eftablifhed, and many of them H::rengthened 
by pofitive proof; if every furmife of a fun·ender on my part, while there was a 
poffibility of avoiding it by fight, by tnanceuvre, or by retreat, is not done away; 
if even in the laft extremity, it does not appear I was ready and forward to prefer 
death to difhonour; if the evidence I have adduced is not clear, diftintt, and direCt. 
to thefe points, the public odium, piercingly :as it affeCts a fenfible br.eaft, would 
be far fuort. of the punifhment I deferve. 

I cannot but confider it as one encouragement under this appeal, and it is no ftnall 
one, that though very few parts of my preceding conduct have efcaped the fcrutiny of 
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crofs-exatnination, not a tnaterial tranfaetion of this crifis has been controverted or 

glanced at. I beg leave to recapitulate the tranfaetions upon which I rely. 

It is proved by the evidence of the Earl of Ilarrington and Colonel Kingfton, 

that the enemy was pofted on the eaG: fide the river to guard the ford. 

It is further proved by the evidence of Lieut. Col. Kingfton, that in concert with 

the general officers, it was determined to try a n ight march on the eaD: fide the river, 

ab:wdoning the baggage; and that the attempt was prevented by the impoffibility 

attending the delivery of neceffary provifion. The iame witnefs goes on to !hew, 

that the next day it was evident, that had the delivery been poffible, the attempt 

would ftill have failed, for we then received intellig nee of the enemy being pre

vioun y in poffeffion, in force, of the country on both fides the river between us and 

Fort Edward.* 

vVhile the army was lying day and night upon their arms, cc in anxious hope of 

cc fuccour from our friends, or as the next defirable expeCtation, an attack from 

" the enemy,"t I cannot omit obferving fr01n the fctme evidence (th:u of Colonel 

Kingflon) how near the ]aft expectation was being accomplifhed. It would be im

propt!r to pronounce pofitively what would have been the iffue: but I requeft the 

attention of 1ny military readers to the plan of the ground, as an argument of the 

probability of fuccefs. The difpofition of the enemy being to pafs the Fifh-Kill 

in different columns, and to make their great effort upon the plain, they muft have 

formed under the fire of all our park artillery, within reach of grape-ihot, a crofs 

fire frotn the artillery and mufketry of the intrenched corps upon the hill, and the 

mufketry of the 2oth regiment, which was at eafy diG:ance to be fupported by the 

Germans, in front; added to this would have been the advantage, which though 

always wifhed for we never had attained, of a charge upon an open plain. I an1 

perfuaded the general judgment will go with tne when I lament the accident that 

prevented the enen1y's defign (when fo far advanced in it, as aCtually to have paffed 

the river with one column) as one of the moft adverfe ftrokes of fortune in the 

whole ca1npaign. 

The ftate of things after this difappointtnent is given by the Earl of Harrington : 

" It was as bad as poffible; the numbers of the army were few, their provifions 

cc fhort, their pofition not a g?od one, owing to the nature of the country." This 

ftate is corroborated by the evidence of the Earl of Balcarras and Major Forbes, 

with the additional circumftance, that there was not a fpot to be found in the whole 

pofition which was not expofed to cannon or rifle fbot. 

~ 1 t was alfo in conteT?Pl.ation to force a way back to Albnny, had the enemy in the di~ribut~on ~f 

their pofts weakened the .r nght, fo as to have made the effort poilible. See Lord Harrmgton s evJ

ccnce. 
Letter from Albany to the fccrctary of !late. The 
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1'he minutes of the firll council of war prove the unani ·n\ty of opinion for open

ing the treaty; and it is proved by the evidence of Colonel Kingllon, that the force 

of the enemy was aCtually greater, and their poGtion fl:ronger, than the intelligence 

I had received and laid before the council of war reprefented them~ 

It is proved by the fullell evidence, that the terms firft propoied by the enemy 

were inftantly and unanimoufly rejeCted by the council of war as difhonourable. 

The fame unanimity in approving the terms I propofed and obtained, is equally 

inconteftably eftablifhed. 
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And laftly, two papers are produced, and authenticated beyond a poffibility of Apprndix, 

cavil, the one General Gates's return figned by himfelf, fhewing the effeCtive fhength AN · XVd!· 
ppen IX, 

prefent of the rebel army; the other, the tninutes of the laft council of war, !hew- No. XVII. 

ing, that even fupported as I was by che unanimity of the former councils, in open-

ing and conducting the treaty, I was repugnant to the figning of it, upon a Digh t See alfo Lord. 

hope entertained of a retnote relief-( a hope arifing frorn fome intellibcrence received Balcarras, 
1.30, I 31, 

in the night of Sir Henry Clinton's tnoving up the North River) and gave my voice 13.2. 

againft a majority accordingly; that I at lafl: thought myfelf compelled to yield 

to the tnajority upon " the uncertainty of the intelligence, and the improbability 

" of General Clinton's m:Hions being effeCtual if true; upon the doubts entertained 

cc of fome part of the troops, if the negotiation of the treaty ceafed, and of a greater 

" part for want of bodily ftrength, if defperate enterprizes were to be afterwards 

cc undertaken ; and laftly, upon the reflection that a mifcarriage of fuch enterprifes 

<e muft be fatal to the whole army, and that even a viCtory could not fave it." 

To this mafs of evidence, appofite and direct to every faCt eifential to 1ny juftin-

cation, I beg leave to add the opinion of the army, that the terms obtained were Lord Balcar· 

better than the fituation of things gave us a right to expeCt. For a proof that fuch ~~~d Har

was their opinion, I refer: to the tefrirnony of Lord Balcarras. rington .. 

A fair judgn1ent upon recent events is hardly to be expected, efpecially while Reflections 

many prejudices are alive. It will be allowed tne to aifume, what no one has ever upon the 
convention. 

ventured to deny, that there may be a combination of circumftances under which an 

army may be juftified in treating with an enemy. That the army under my c01n-

n1and was under fuch circumftances at Saratoga is alfo generally acknowledged : 

but what is not denied to me from my own fituation, is attempted to be withhe1d, 

by fome, on account of the quality of the enemy. They fuggeft that there 1hould 

be no treaty with rebels. It is unneceffary in anfwer to have recourfe to hiftory. 

I will not take defence frotn treaties between Spain, the haughtieft power of the 

world, and the arch-rebel the great Prince of Orange; nor between Charles the· 

Firft and the arch-rebels the Englifu Parliament (for fuch in both inftances they 

were called) I need only refer to the examples. exifting at that time in America, 

2 and 



132 
R E V I E W 0 F T I-I E E V I D E N C E. 

and fince tnuch improved on at hon1e. My fuperior officer in Arnerica, with the 

approbation of governn1ent, had treated upon different occafions with General 

W afh ington. The Britiili. governtnent in its high eft collective authority, the King 

in Parliament, has fince co1nn1iffioned five tnetnbers of that Parliament, the one a 

·peer, the others of eminent ftation in military and civil capacities, to treat with 

rebels, I had alwoft faid to fue to rebels for peace, by the furrendcr of almoft every 

,principle for the maintenance of hich they had profecutcd the war. 

Thus highly jutlifieu in treating with rebels, I am at a lofs to difcover by what 

poflible n1ode of defence I .could have acc:uitted tnyfelf to God or 1ny country, 

wben the brave and intelligent officers of my a:-my un:1nimouf1y refolved, upon 

n1ilitary principle, precedent and reafon, that the treaty was xpedient, and the 

terms honourable, if I had delivered theLn up to certain deftruction, or even to be 

_prifoners at d\fcretion. 

If the infonned and difpaffionate part of mankind fhould agree in fentiment with 

-the unanimous voice of the army, upon the convention of Saratoga, furely to 

itnpute to it the final lofs of the army IS too palpable an inj uftice long to remain 

upon the tnincls of the moft prejudiced. The convention exprefsly preferved the army 

for the fervice of the ftate. According to that convention a truce was 1nade during 

·the war, between that army and the enemy, in .America, and it now might have 

been acting againft the Houfe of Bourbon in any other part of the world. The 

army was loft by the non-compliance with the treaty on the part of the Congrefs,; 

and that violation of faith no man will ever be found to jufttfy. 

I will not decide how far it was encouraged in America, by the perfuafion that 

the 1niniltry of Britain had neither power nor fpirit to redrefs the wrong; an that 

.they had funk the nation fo ow, in point of refpeB:, that the world would over

look, where ihe was concerned, an aCtion that wou d have exCited, in any other 

cafe, uni verfal cenfure and indignation. But whatever motives the Congrefs may 

have had, the tarnenefs and filence with .which the Britifh minifters have borne 

.this outrage, is aftonifhing. That men fo conftant and fo prodigal in their anger 

.againft the Congrefs, as never before to have failed in expreffing it, -even in cafes 

:where jt bordered upon being ridiculous, fl1ould on a fudden become cold and 

n1ute, and dead to feeling, in a cafe where refentment was juftly founded, can 

.hardly be accounted for, except upon the principle that it was better to fupprefs 

the jufleft cenfure upon a power they detefted, than that even a particle of unme

..rited odium ihould be wanting to .load the man whom they were refolved to deprefs. 

A P PEN-
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J AM not aware that in the preceding Review of Evidence I have negleCted · any 
part eifential to my defence. I do not reckon as fuch, that part which applies to 
the management of the public purfe. The calmnny defigned to wound tne upon 

that head was too grofs to fucceed : it periihed in its birth, and fcorn is the only 
fentitnent excited by the remembrance of its momentary exifi:ence. -In regard to 
the more plaufible objeCtions pointed againfi: my conduCt, I have not only endea
voured to meet them in the crofs-exatnination, but have fearched for thetn in every 

place where I could fuppofe thetn to originate or be entertained. If fome have 

efcaped, I ihall ftand excufed, when it is recolleCted how they have grown and 
changed from one iliape to another, and that it has never been tny fortune to be 

confronted with an avowed and regular accufer-I defpair of ever being fo : but I 
defire it to be underfi:ood, that although I atn earneft in this mode of defence, I 
am fo far from declining another, that I fuall think it one very happy circurnftance 
of the pail: enquiry, if any thing contained in it !hould have effect hereafter to pro
du-ce an enquiry by court-martial. 

It would not be an ungrateful tafk to follow the defence of the campaign with a 
detail of the occurrences which happened between the ti1ne of figning the conven
tion and .my leaving America. Many of thern would be found curious ; and the 
cares and perplexities in which I bore a principal and mo!l: painful part, would 
create a new intereft in the tninds of my friends: but I do not think myfelf at 
liberty, upon. the plan I laid down at tny outfer, to enter into tnatter where no blame 

is impnted or implied. If tny proceedings during that interval deferve any credit, 
I atn content with that teftitnony of it, which I tnay affume frmn the filence of n1y 

enemtes. 
I have not the fame reafons for paffing over the tr9-nfaB:ions in which I have been 

engaged fince my return to England, becaufe 1Jlame, and of a very atrocious na
ture, has been imputed to n1e. , But as the principal of thde tranfatl:ions are already 

before the public, I iliall tnenti-on them very briefly; and merely to introduce con

nectedly fuch further thoughts upon thetn as could not with propriety be ftated upon 
any former occafion. · 

Itnmediately after my arrival, a board of general officers was appointed to en
quire into the caufes of the failure of. -the expedition from Canada. This enquiry 
was tnade the foundation of an order againfi: n1y appearing at court. 

The board reported, that 'they could not take cognizance of me being under 

parole--the prohibition fro1n the King's prefence neverthelefs frill re1nained in force. 
~ S I had 
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I had recourie to parliarnent for enquiry; and openly, and repeatedly, and ftrenu .. 

ouny called upon the minifrers to join i.ffue with tne before that tribunal. Objec

t ion was taken againfl: i1nmediate enquiry, becaufe Generals Sir Guy Carleton and 

Sir vVilliarn Howe who rnight be parties were abfent; but it was evidently the dif~ 

pofition of the houfe, that an enquiry fhould be infrituted the enfuing feffion. 

I pledged tnyfelf zealou{]y to profecute that meafure; I accufed rninifters of inju

rious treatment towards myfelf; and it beca1ne tny duty, upon occafions with which 

rny own affairs had no conneCtion, to exprefs deeper refentrnents of their conduct 

towards the public. 

In this il:ate of things parliament was prorogued on d1e 3d of June. On the 5th 

~f 'June, I received the firft order to repair to Bofl:on as foon as I had tried the Bath 

waters. The order and my anfwer, reprefenting the hardfhip of being fent back 

unheard, and the fecond conditional order, with entire flight of rny reprefentations, 

are too well known to require repetition : but there are two circumftances attending 

the dates of thefe orders with which I was not acquainted till long after, and which 

have never yet been taken notice of. · 

The one is, that at the very tirne I was told that my prefence was material, and 

(as the fecond letter from the fecretary at war expreffed) ofjo much importance to the 

troops detained prijoners in New England, that it muft not be difpenfed with-at that 

very titne, it was detennined to ratify the convention, according to the requifition 

of the Congrefs; and to tranfmit the ratification through other hands, and without 

any participation with 1ne, or employment of me, in carrying it to a conclufion. 

It was very poffible, the troops n-.ight have been failed for England before I had 

reached America, had I even con1plied as early as the condition of either order 

could poffibly be conftrued to prefcribe. But at all events, the circumftance could 

not but ferve to tnark to me the true intent and tneaning of the order beyond a poffi

bility of miftake-that it was an order of vindiftive punifhment; and n1y prefence 

with the troops, if I reached America in time, was material and important to mark 

to them the degree of difgrace to which I was reduced. The terms are a mockery, 

and an infult upon common fenfe, if applied, in the fituation in which I was placed, 

to the fervice of the King, or the confolation of the troops. Such a difplay of ven

geance might indeed be intended to apply to their prudence, and to aCt as a eau .. 

tion and warning how at their return they ihould fupport a General under the extre

mity of the King's difpleafure.* 

The other circumftance attending thefe dates is not lefs remarkable, viz. 

* In times when the maintenance of the confl:itution in its purity is the ruling principle of an admi

niHration, the King's name is introduced by office only to denote an aB: of the executive part of the 

1hte. In times ·when an adminifrration mean to rule by the influence of monarchy, the language of 

ofl-ice is to conneCt the royal perfon ·with the acl:, and to giYe him attributes of pafilon and difpleafure, 

from which in his political charaCter he i . held exempt. I difclaim language and ideas fo unconfiitu

tional and difrefpectful, and neve1· mean to allude to my Sovereign perfonally, but in aCts of jufrice and 

n1ercy. The 
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The determination of changing the nature of the war, as afterwards declared by 

the commiffioners in America, muft have been taken at this time. 

I am very much difinclined to believe, that the confideration of my perfon as a 

proper viCtim upon that occafion was ever regularly and formally debated in the 

cabinet: but I cannot think it uncharitable to the individual advifer of the Crown, 

whoever he was, who could projeCt fuch an order, to fi1ppofe, that if upon the firfr 

exercife of the extremes of war on the one fide, and in the ardour of retaliation on 

the other, it had fo happened, that an objeCt fo well to be fpared as an obnoxious · 

and difgraced Lieutenant General, had opportunely prefented itfelf to the enemy's 

rigour, and had been detaint::d in their prifons, the order for the voyage would not 

have been thought, by that individual, quite thrown away. Detention, with or 

without the troops, of a troublefome and bold complainant, could not be itnmate ... 

rial or unimportant to fuch a perfon, and the order was of an import 

" -To make aifurance double fure

" And take a bond of fate-
" That he tnight tell pale-hearted Fear it lied." 

The living prefence of an injured man is, perhaps, more offenfive and infup

portable to the fight of a mean injurer, that the fpeCl:re of him would be after 

d~ath. 

But to return to the faCl:s I was recapitulating. 

I remained under the conditional order in England. 

The enfuing feffi0!1, the parliamentary enquiry now laid before the public took 

place. It ended, as has been ftated, in July, 1779. 
In September, I received a fevere repritnand, a denial of a court-martial, and a 

prohibition of ferving my country in its exigence, though other office-rs precifely in 

my fituation were employed-! refigned. 

The blatne laid upon 1ne for the part I took in thefe tranfaftions is, that intem

perately and fadiouOy I engaged in oppofition; that I was guilty of difobedience 

to the King's orders; and it has been added in a late publication, that even my de

fence of tny conduCt is a libel upon the King's government. 

I think I have perceived, that the firil: part of thefe charges, a rafl1 engagement 

in oppofition, is not combated by fome who wi!h me well fo ftrenuouf1y as other 

imputations have been. It may poffibly have appeared to fi·iendly and prudential 

obfervers, as a palliating plea for a refl:itution to favour upon fome future occafion, 

to have to fay, that I had aCted upon the fudden i1npulfe of paffion ; and the fequel 

might be, that I had repented, and would offend no more. 

Without doubting the kindnefs which fuggefts thefe excufes, I have been im
pelled by principles too forcible, and have taken tny part too decidedly, to look 

for a refource in thofe or any other fubterfuges. It would be inconfifrent and dif

honourable in me to withhold a public declaration upon this occafion1 in addition 

* S 2 to 



C 0 N C L U S I 0 N. 

to thofe I have made upon others, that I engaged in refiftance to the meafures of 

the court upon mature reflection; that after colleCting in tny mind all the lights 

upon men and things which my experience and obfervation could furnifh, I be. 

lieved that the conftitution of England wa~ betrayed : and neither blaming or: 

fufpecting any men who conceived different opinions, and aCted · upon them, I 

thought it a poi~t of ti1ne in wh~ch a n1an believing as I did was called upon to· 

facrifice to his country. The teft of this motive, it i£ true,, 1nuft reil: between. Goci 

and tny confcience: but let it not be fuppofed that l aCted blindly-the path of 

intereft,, a broad and beaten track, lay clearly befor~ me from the time I arr.ived. 

in England. Supple jo:i.nts, and an attentive eye, always giving. way to power, on 

one fide,_ and f01netimes pufl1ing 1ny friends into the dirt on the other, would have 

carried 1ne fafely through. I even b~lieve:,. that the advifer of the letters I lately· 

alluded· to would rather have feen me in that track,, than. in the other. which. he pre

fcribed for me acrofs the Atlanti~. 

As little would I be fuppofed to· want difcernment of the path I took: for 
the barefaced preferences, rewards and puniiliments held forth fo.r parliamentary· 

t:onduCt~ were a.Jnong the moft glaring parts· of the fyften1 I had contemplated. 
And it was impoffible to doubt, that as a delinquent there", I ibould be preffed both 
by art and vengeance tO· the end the enemies I had provoked forefaw-the lofs of 

my profefiion and the impoverifhrnent of my fortune.. I truft it will be . an inno

cent revenge on tny part, to fl1ew d\em I can bear my condition firmly; and that 

I a.m, incapable of redeeming what I have loft,. were it ever in my option,, by the 

difavowal of a fingle principle I have profeifed. 
I come now to the fecond charge, difobedience- of oFder&; and in a point that 

fo nearly touches the very effence of military charaCter, I truft I fhall not tref

pafs upon the patience of the reader, if J treat it a little more at large than l have 

done in my correfpondence with the fecretary at war. 

I ad1nit that fubordination and implicit obedience, as. applied' to· the operation 

of anns, are primary principles in the mili.taFy fyftetn. An army is a mere name 

without them. The officer who hefitates to meet certain d.eath upon command, 

deferves to receive it frorn the hand of the executioner. 

But there are poffible exceptions to thefe general prineiples, cfpecially out of the 

field, in the rnoft abfolut~ fenr.ices ;. and in the Britifl1 fervice they are known and 
n1arked, and co-exiftent with the milita-ry efl:abliihment itfelf,. in the mutiny aCt, 
'Which confines obedience to leg,al COintnands. An arrny muft again be garbied 

like the army of Crornwell (which God avert!) before an order cot:;1d be executed, 

like that of Cromwel1,. for garbling the parliament. 
A high fpirit will contract the ·limits of obedience ftill more; with illegal, he 

will rejeCt diilionourable comrnands ~ and he- will fo-llow the reafoning I have al

r~ady premifrd> and frate it as a maxi1n thus: b~ "'vbo obe)'s at the expence of for
tunt, 
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tu1u,· comfort, health and· life,.. is a Joldier i he who obeys at the e:r:pe11u of honour is a 

jlave. 
But I may be afked' by fome difciplinaria:ns, who· is. to be the judge in thefe nice 

definitions of obedience? lt is uncomtnon military doCtrine, I may be told, to rea

fon upon the King's orders--I confefs it is fo. Since the reign of J ames the Second, 

in the Britifh fervice it never has been neceffary. We have been ufed in this age, 

to fee the King·?s narne give wings and infpiration to duty. Difcipline, in this 

~ountry, has- been. ra:ifed upon perfonal honour-a firmer bafis than fear or fervility 

€ver furni1hed :· and: the minifi:er who firft fhakes that happy confidence ; who turns 

military comman<i to poli-tical. craft; who dares to: ufe his gracious Sovereign's 

name as an engine of ftate, to glut his· own anger, or to, remove his own fears, . he is 

amongft: the worft enernies to, that Sovereign. But Ihould his purpofes go further 

(a confideration of far greater magnitude to the public} and fhould it be feen that 

the royal mune was brought forth for the dijcipline of parliament, the minifi:er fo· 

ufing it would be not only an. enemy to h.is Sov.ere.ign, but a traitor to the conftitu

tion of the ftate~ 

I will clofe the defence of my pr·rnciples refpeEting military- fubordinatiou by re

ference to an anecdote well authenticated ancl not very remote .. 

An officer in. a. neighbouring nation, for fome error he had corumitted: in a day 

of battle, received a blow from his prince who comnlanded in perfon.. The officer. 

drew a. piftol, and. hi~- ~rft n1ovement was to point it at his mafter; but the next 

(and it was infl:antaneous). was to· turn· the muzzle, and difcharge the ball into his 

own hear:t. Though. my cafe differs both in the provocation and the confequence,. 

in n1any circmnftances- my conduCt may juftly be fupported upon the fame princi

ple. I receive an affront- that a liberal fpirit cannot· endure; and in a name, againfu 

which. no perfonal refentment can be purfued,.. nor indeed entertained : but a fuicide· 

of 1ny profeffionaL exiftence (if I may be allowed the phrafe) is preferable to the 

ftate in which th~ affront placed me. ln·one inftance only I renounce the parallel-· 

God forbid I fhould be thought, even in a burft of paffion, to ha¥c pointed at 

n1y Sovereign·! It was not from his-hand 1 received' the blow. 

I £hall folicit the reader's attention very little further : but I feel the neceffity of' 

repeating my application to, the candour of the public". both as a writer and an. 

appellant. Defence,, and imputation of blame to, others, are naturally interwoven. 

in rny caufe: it required a more diftin& Gonception,. and an abler hand than mine,, 

to keep them always apart,. and· open to feparate view. ln fome parts . my defence· 

may be weakened· b.~ this deficiency of fkill: but I have no right to offer the fame 

excufe for fufFering any blame to reft upon others beyond what I thought 1nyfelf 

juftified to fupport .. 

Upon this principle, I think it juft, at taking leave of the fecretary· of ftate for 

the American department, briefly to enumerate the only facts and propofitions re-

3· fpeeting 
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fpeCting the plan of the expedition from Canada, that I think clearly maintainable 

againft h itn. 

Firft fact. It is clear that the plan of a junB:ion of the greater part of the forces in 

Canada with the army of Sir William Howe, was formed in the year r 776, when Sir 

WilliatTl Howe was in full fuccefs; when his whole force was in the neighbourhood 

of New York, or in the Jerfies, and Mr. vVafhington was beaten, and at theweakeft. 

Second fact. This plan of a junCtion was continued (and upon juft reafoning) in 

the clofe of the year 1776, when Sir WilliQ.n1 IIowe's firft propofal of operations for 

the enfuing can1paign arrived. Thofe propof:1ls were n1ade upon the datum of a 

number of troops, fufficient to furnifh, bcfides the main army, an offinji·ve army of 

Io,ooo tnen, rank and file, to aB: on the fide of Hhode Iiland, by taking poffeffion 

of Providence, and penetrating from thence into the country towards Bofton ; and 

another offi~Jzfi<t'e army, not lefs than Io,ooo, to n1ove up the North River to Alba

ny, exclufive of sooo for the defence of New '"York. 

In either of the above cafes, the plan of junCtion could hardly have failed of fuccefs. 

Third fact. On the 23d of February, Sir Y~ r illia1n Howe's alteration of the firfl: 

plan wa~ received, and he then propofed to aB: with the greater part of his force on 

the fide of Philadelphia, at the opening of the campaign, and to enable him fo to 

do, to defer the o.ffenjive plan from Rhode Jjland till tbe reinforcements jhould arri-ve, 

and to defrine only 3000 men to atl: defenjivdy upon the lower part of the Hudfon's 

River. 

Fourth fact. On the 3d of March, the fecretary of ftate fignified his Majefty's 

entire approbation of this deviation from the plan firft fuggefted. 

From thefe facts arifes tny fir£1: propofition, that at the time the change of plan 

for Sir William Howe's operations was adopted, by which no offenfive force was to 

ren1ain upon the Hudfon's River, nor a diverfion probably to take place frOln 

Rhode Iiland, the plan of my operations, the fuccefs of which would probably de

pend in a great degree upon co-operation and diverfion, ought to have been changed 

likewife: inftead of that, it was enforced and tnade po!itive by the refufal of the 

latitude I had propofed of acting upon the Connec1icut, or, in cafe of exigency, 

ctnbarking the troops and effecting the junction by fea. 

Fifth fact. On the I 9th of March, a letter from Sir William Howe, by the fecre

tary of ftat~, acquainting him, that a brigade of Britifh and fome companies of bri

gadiers and light infantry had been withdrawn fron1 Rhode Iiland, which n1ade the 

force left there merely defenfive. The fame letter tnentions the profpeds the ene

n1y had of bringing fo,ooo tnen into the field. 

Sixth facr. I did not leave England till the beginning of April, by which time 

the fecretary of ftate rnuft have known, or ought to have known, that no depen

dance could be placed upon reinforcements fr01n England arriving at New York in 

time for Sir Williatn Howe to refun1e the intention he had deferred, viz. a diverfion 

4 
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frotn Rhode H1and, or of 1naking the force upon the Hudfon's River adequate to 

offenftve operation. 
Hence arifes my fecond propofition, that the latitude I had propofed, or other 

expedients of precaution, ought then at leaft to have been adopted : infread of 

which, I was fuffered to fail, ignorant of Sir William Howe's plans, and ignorant 

of the defalca[ion or the delays in the reinforcements deftined for him. The con

fequence was, that neither his letter to Sir Guy Carleton, put into my hands after 

my arrival in Canada, nor his letter to rne of the r 7th of June, informing me of 

his deftination for Penfylvania) retnoved tny expectation of co-operation, becaufe I 

was to fuppofe, that fubfequent to the dates of either of thofe letters, he would re

ceive orders frmn the fecretary of ftate refpecting the junction, and alfo a timely 

reinforcetnent. 
Seventh faCt. The fecretary of ftate makes no mention of the northern expedi

tion in any of liis difpatches to Sir Williatn Howe at the end of March, when my 

orders were fixed, nor in the month of April. And it is a further fact, that I am 

perfuaded will not be contefted, that he did not mention any orders or recmntnenda

tions relative to co-operation verbally to Sir Williarn Howe's aid-de-camp, or any 

other confidential perfon who failed about that time. 

· The firft mention made of the neceffity of co-operation was in the fecretary of 

ftate's letter of the r8th of May, wherein his Lordfhip " 'I'rufls that whatever be 

[Sir William Howe] may meditate, it will be executed in time to co-operate with the 

army ordered to proceed from Canada." 

The propofition clearly juftified by thefe facts is, that if the fecretary of ftate had 

thought proper to fignify the King's expectation of a co-operation to be made in 

tny favour in the month of March or beginning of April, as in confiftency he ought 

to have done, it would have arrived before Sir Williatn Howe embarked his army, 

and in time for him to have made a new difpofition: but inftead of that, this very 

material injuncrion was not difpatched till it was almoft phyfica1ly impoffible it 

fbould have any effect. And fo indeed it happened, for Sir Williarn Howe received 

it on the 16th of Auguft, at a diftance from Hudfon's River too great for any de-

tachtnent from his own army to be made in time, could it even have been fpared; 

and the reinforcetnent from England, upon which Sir William Howe depended to 

ftrengthen Sir Henry Clinton, was n1uch later ftill-too late (as it has been lhewn) 

to enable that general with all his activity and zeal to give any effectual fupport. 

Indeed the conduct of the fecretary of ftate.7 in inferting this paragraph, in his 

letter of the I 8th of May, when it could not avail, after omitting it when certainly 

it would have been ti1nely, feems fo prepofterous, that it can only be explained by 

one fact. It tranfpired ~bout that ti1ne, that Sir Willian1 Howe's army was deftined 

for Pehfylvania, and people who had confidered the force of the enemy to be collect

ed from the northern provinces began to be alarn1ed for my army. It is well known 

(though 
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(though I cannot afcerta1n the date) that an officer of very great ability, and a per .. 

(ea knowledge in the country through which I was to pafs, as foon as he heard no 

ddpofition was tnade for a fupport from New York, foretold to the fecrerary of ftate, 

or his near friends, the fall of my army. Under this apprehenfion it n1ight appear 

to the fecretary of ftate a proper caution, that an expeCtation of co-operation fhould 

exift under his hand. 

If plans fo inconfiftently formed, and tnanaged by the fecretary of ftate with fo 

much feerning confidence, as to miflead his generals, and fo much real referve as t<l 

defl:roy the1n, fhould be defended by that infatuated belief then entertained of 

the inability of the enetny to refift, I ihould beg leave to ftate, as one propofition 

1nore, that after the experience of their actiGns at Trenton, and many other places, 

-and the intelligence of their new levies received fr01n Sir William Howe, fuch con

fidence was an additional fault, and perhaps a 1nore pernicious one than any I have 

ftated. 

Thus n1uch for the noble Lord in his public capacity. What ihare of the perfe .. 

.cution I have fuil:ained (more than I have direCtly expreffed in different parts of my 

defence) are imputable to his private councils, is not within my knowledge: but 

if in fpeaking of my perfecutors in genera], I may be thought fmnetimes to have 

ufed ftrong tenns, I have only to fay, that having advanced no fact which I an1 not 

able and refolv€d to maintain, I have not fe1t myfelf called upon, in applying 

thofe facts for any further attention, than to preferve the language of a gentleman, 

which is an attention due to myfelf as well as to the public. It is open and manly 

enmity alone that unites refpect with refentment. 

I wifh I could as eafily apologife for all the other faults with which this under

taking abounds as a c01npofition. At a tin1e when fo many pens are employed, 

I muft not expeCl: to be fpared. I fhall treat with filent refpect any comments that 

are fairly founded and delivered with liberality; and with contempt, equally filenr, 

the comn1on inveCtives of the political prefs. This appeal is not to reil: upon li

terary criticifm, or party di(putation, but upon the broad equity of tny country. 

I know that prejudice and malice will vanifl1 before the man who dares to fubmit 

his aCtions to that teft-If acquitted there, I feel I atn not degraded; and I have 

not a fenfation within my breaft which does not at the fame time aifure me, I can

not be unhappy. 

J. B U R G 0 Y NE. 

APPEN-
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Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant GenerA} Burgoyne to Lord George Germain, dated N~. I;!· 

Hertford-Street, 1ft January, 1777· 

MY LoRD, 

MY phyfician has preifed me to go to Bath for a {hort time, and I find it requi .. 
fite to my health and fpirits to follow hi~ advice: but I think it a previous duty to 
affure your Lordfhip, that fhould my attendance in town becmne neceifary, rela
tively to information upon the affairs of Canada, I ihall be ready to obey your 
fumn1ons upon one day's notice. 

Your Lordfhip being out of town, I fubmitted the above intentions a few day~ 
ago perfonally to his Majefi:y in his clofet ; and I added, " That as the arrange
ments for the next campaign might poffibly come under his royal contemplation 
before my return, I humbly laid 1nyfelf at his Majefty's feet for fuch aCtive e1n ... 
ployment jllS he might think me worthy of." 

This was the fubftance of my audience, on my part. 1 undertook it, and I now 
report it to your Lordfhip in the hope of your patronage in this purfuit; a hope, 
my Lord, founded not only upon a jufi: fenfe of the honour your Lordfhip's friend
fhip muft reflect upon 1ne, but alfo upon a feeling that I deferve it, in as much 
as a folid refpetl: and fincere perfonal attachment can conftitute fuch a claim. 

I leave in the hands of Mr. D'Oyley fuch of the metnorandums confided to me 
by General Carleton as require difpatch, .fhould your Lordfhip think proper to 
carry them into execution. 

I alfo leave in that gentleman's hands the copy of an application relative to boats 
for the artillery, and which I take the liberty to fub1nit to your Lordfhip as well 
worthy of confideration, upon the fuppofition that the enemy .fhould arm upon 
Lake George, and that any operation fhould be advifeable by that route. 

I likewife leave the difpofition of winter quarters, which I received by the laft 
thip fr01n Canada. I find no difpatch is come to your Lordfhip by that occafion, 
and I conceived thofe papers might be of ufe. 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, &c. 

J. BuRGOYNE. 

Extraft of a Letterfrom Lord George Germain to Sir Guy Carleton, dated White" . No. U, 
hall, 22d Auguft, 1776. 

T I-I E rapid fuccefs of his M~jefl:y's anns, in driving the rebels out of Canada, 
does great honour to your conduCt, and 1 hope foon to hear that you have been 
able to purfue them acrofs the lakes, and to pofiefs thofe pofts upon the frontiers 
which may efi"tEtu all~, fe ' ure your province- from any future infult. 

T !-lis 
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His M~jefty, in ·appointing you comrnander in chief of his forces in Canada, 

was pleafed to extend your comrniilion to the frontiers of his provinces borderino

thereupon, wifely forefeeing, that it might be necdfary for the compleating you~ 

plan of operations, that you ihould march your army beyond the limits of your 

own government. I truft, before this letter reaches you, that you wil1, by your 

fpirit and aCtivity, have cleared the frontiers of Canada of all the rebel forces~ 

and will have taken the proper tneafures for keeping poffeffion of the lakes. That 

fervice being perfonned, his Majefty comrnands Lne to acquaint you, that there 

frill remains another part of your duty to be undertaken, which will require 

all your abilities and the ftricreft application, the reftoring peace, and the eftablifh

ing good order and legal government in Canada. It is an objeCt of the greateil: 

importance to this country, the difficulties attending it are immenfe; but his 

Majefty depends upon your zeal, and upon your experience, for carrying it into 

execution. His M~efty, ever anxious for the happinefs of his fubjeEts, com

mands me to inform you, that no time fhould be loft in beginning fo important 

a work, and that you do therefore return to ~ebec, detaching Lieutenant-General 

Burgoyne, or fuch other officer as you fhall think moft proper, with that part of 

your forces which can be fpared from the immediate defence of your province, to 

carry on fuch operations as !hall be moft conducive to the fuccefs of the army aCting 

on the fide of New-York; and that vou direCt the officer fo detached to commu ... 

nicate with and put hitnfelf, as foo~ as poffible, under the command of General 

Howe, you will order fuch artillery as you fhall judge neceffary to proceed with 

this detachment; and as a great quantity of heavy cannon and military ftores were 

fent, upon the fuppofition that ~ebec might have been in the hands of the 

rebels, you will, upon requifition from General Howe, fupply hirn with fuch 

cannon and ftores as may not be wanted for the proteCtion of Can ad at 

<I'houghts for con dulling the War from the Side of Canada. 

By Lieutenant-General Burgoyne. 

WHEN the laft fhips came from ~~bee, a report prevailed in Canada, faid to 

have been founded upon pofitive evidence, that the rebels had laid the keels of 

feverallarge veffels at Skenefborough and Ticonderoga, and were refolved to exert 

their utmoft powers, to conftruCt a new and formidable fleet during the winter. 

I will not, however, give credit to their exertions, in fuch a degree as to 

imagine the King's troops will be prevented paffing Lake Champlain early in the 

fummer, but will fuppofe the operations of the army to begin from Crown Point. 

But as the prefent means to fonn effeCtual plans is to lay down every poffible 

difficulty, I will fuppofe the enemy in great force at Ticonderoga; the different 

works .there are capable of admitting twelve thoufand men. 

I will fuppofe him alfo to occupy Lake George with a confiderable naval 

ftrength, in order to fecure his retreat, and afterwards to retard the campaign ; 

and it is natural to expett that he will take 1neafures to block up the roads from 

Ticonderoga. to Albany by the way of Skenefborough, by fortifying the ftrong 

round at d1fferent places, and thereby oblig· ng the King's army to carry a 
wetght 
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weight of artillery with it, and by felling trees, breaking bridges, and other obvious 

impediments, to delay, though he !hould not have power or fpirit finally to refift, 

its progrefs. 
1'he enemy thus difpofed upon the fide of Canada, it is to be confidered what 

troops will be neceffary, and what d-ifpofition of thern will be n1oft proper to pro-

fecure the ca1npaign with vigour and effeCt. . 

I humbly conceive the operating army (I rnean exclufively of the troops left for 

the fecurity of Canada) ought not to confift oflefs than eight thoufand regulars, rank 

and file. The artillery required in the tnemorandums of General Carleton, a corps 

of watennen, two thoufand Canadians, including hatchet-tnen and other workmen, 

and one thoufand or more favages. 

It is to be hoped that the reinforcement and the victualllng fhips may all be 

ready to fail frorn the Channel and from Corke on the laft clay of March. I am per

fuaded that to fail with a fleet of tranfports earlier, is to fubjed government to 

lofs and difappointment. It may reafonably be expected that they will reach 

~ebec before the 2oth of M ay, a period in full time for opening the campaign. 

The roads, and the rivers and lakes, by the Lnelting and running off of the fnows, 

are in common years impracticable fooner. 

But as the weather long before that time will probably have admitted of labour 

· n the docks, I will take for granted that the fleet of }aft year, as well bateaux as 

anned veifels, will be found repaired, augmented, and fit for immediate fervice. 

The magazines that retnain of provifion, I believe them not to be abundant, will 

probably be formed at Montreal, Sorel and Chamblee. 

I conceive the firft bufinefs for thofe entrufred with the chief powers, fhould be 

to feleB: and poft the troops defl:ined to remain in Canada; to throw up the military 

ftores and provifion with all poffible difpatch, in which fervice the abovementioned 

troops, if properly polled, will greatly affift; and to draw the army deftined for ope

ration to cantonments, within as few days tnarch of St. John's as conveniently ma:y 

be. I fhould prefer cantonments at that feafon of the year to encatnpment, as 

the ground is very damp, and confequently very pernicious to the men, and 

tnore efpecially as they will have been for many tnonths before ufed to lodgings, 

heated with ftoves, or between decks in Ihips; all t~fe operations may be put 

in 1notion together, but they feverally require fome obfervation. · · 

I fhould wifh that the troops left in Canada, fuppofing the number mentioned 

in Lny former 1nen1orandmn to be approved, 1night be made as follows. 
· Rank and File. 

The 3 I ft regiment, Britifh, exclufive of their light company of 

grenadiers 
Maclean's corps 
The 29th regiment 
The ten additional co1npanies fr01n Great Britain 

Brunfwic and Heffe Hanau to be taken by detachments or com

plete cprps, as Major General Reidefel fhall recommend, 

. leaving the grenadiers, light infantry and dragoons c01npleat 

J?etachments from the other Britiib brigades, leaving the grena-

diers and light infantry complete and fquaring the battalions 

. ~9ually 

T2 My 
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My reafon for felecting the 3 I fi: regiment for this duty is, that when I faw it 

laft it was not equally in order wi th the other regi1nents for fervices of aCtivity. 

I propofe the 2~th regi1nent as it is not at prefent brigaded. 

I propofe Maclean's corps, becaufe I very tnuch apprehend defertion from fuch 

parts of it as are compofed of Americans, fhould they corne near the enemy. 

In Canada, whatfoever 1nay be their difpofition, it is not fo eafy to effeB: it. 

And I propofe making up the refidue by detachn1ent, becaufe by felectina the 

men leaft calculated for fatigue or leaft accufton1ed to it, which tnay be eq~ally 

good foldiers in 1nore confined movements and better provided fituations, the 

effective ftrength for operation is much greater and the defenfive ftrength not 

impaired. 
I muft beg leave to fl:ate the expeditious conveyance of provifion and ftores 

from Quebec, and the feveral other depofitaries, in order to fonn ample magazines 

at Crown Point, as one of the moft important operations of the campaign, becaufe 

it is upon that which tnoft of the reft will depend. If failing veffels up the St. 

Lawrence are alone to be e1nployed, the accident of contrary winds may delay 

them two tnonths before they pafs the rapids of Richelieu, and afterwards St. Peter's 

Lake; delays to that extent are not uncomtnon, and they are only to be obviated 

by having a quantity of fmall craft in readinefs to work with oars. From the 

mouth of the Sorrel to Chamblee, rowing and tacking is a fure conveyance if 

fufficient hands are found. From Charnbl ee to St. Therefe (which is jufl: above 

the Rapids) land-carriage muft be ufed, and great authority will be requifite to 

fupply the quantity neceffary. 
A bufinefs thus complicated in arrangement, in fome parts unufua] in praCtice, 

and in others perhaps difficult, can only be carried to the defired effeCt by the 

peremptory powers, warm zeal, and confonant opinion of the governor; and 

though the former are not to be doubteci, a failure in the latter, vindicated, or 

feeming to be vindicated, by the plaufible obftruttions that will not fail to be 

fuggefted by othersJ will be fufficient to crufh fuch exertions as an officer of a 

fanguine temper, entrufted with the future conduB: of the campaign, and whofe 

perfonal intereft and fame therefore confequentially depend upon a timely out-fer, 

would be led to make. 
The alfembly of the favages and the Canadians will alfo entirely depend upon 

the governor. · 
Under thefe confiderations, it is prefmned, that the general officer employ-ed 

to proceed with the army will be held to be out of the reach of any poffible blame 

till he is clear of the province of Canada, and furnifued with the propofed 

(upplies. 
The navigation of Lake Champlain, fecured by the fuperiority of our naval 

force, and the arrangements for forming proper tnagazines fo eftablifhecl as to 

make the execution certain, I would not lofe a day to take poifeffion of Crown 

Point with Brigadier Frafer's corps, a large body of favages, a body of Canadians, 

both for fcouts and works, and the beft of our engineers and artificers well fupplied

with intrenching tools. 

The. brigade would be fufficient to prevent infult during the- time neceffary .for 

oolle8'1ng the fto~es, forming m1gazines, and fortifying the pofts; all whtch 

fhould be done to a certain degree, previous to proceeding in force to Ticonde
roga; 
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roga ; to fuch a degree 1 mean as may be fuppofed to be effected in time of tranf· 
parting artillery, preparing fafcines, and other necdfaries for artillery operations; 
and by keeping the reil: of the army back during that period, the tranfport of 
provifions wil be leffened, and the foldiers 1nade of ufe in forwarding the convoys. 

But though there would be only one brigade at Crown Point at that time, it 
does not follow that the ene1ny ihould remain in a ftate of tranqnility. Corps of 
favages, fupport~d by detachtnents of light regulars, fhould be continually on foot 
to keep them in alarm, and within their works to cover the reconnoitering of 
general officers and engineers, and to obtain the beft intelligence of their ftrength, 
pofition, and defi g n. 

If due exertion is n1ade in the preparations frated above, it may be hoped that 
Ticonderoga will be reduced early in the fummer, . and it will then become a 
more proper place for arms than Crown Point. _ 

The next tneafure muft depend upon tho.fe taken by the enemy, and upon the 
general plan of the campaign as concerted at home. If it be determined that 
General How·e's whole forces 1hould act upon Hudfon's River, and to the fouth
ward of it, and that the only object of the Canada army be to effeCt a junction 
with that force, the irnmediate poffeffion of Lake George would be of great con
fequence, as the mofr expeditious and moft commodious route to Albany; and 
1hould the enetny be in force upon that lake, which is very probable, every effort 
ihould be tried, by throwjng favages and light troops round it, to oblige them to 
quit it without waiting for naval preparations. Should thofe efforts fail, the 
route by South Bay and Skenefborough might be attempted, but confiderable diffi
culties n1ay be expected, as the narrow parts of the river may be eafily choaked 
up and rendered icnpaffable, and at beft there will be necelTity for a great deal of 
ofland carriage for the artillery, provifion, &c. which can only be fupplied from 
Canada. In r cafe of fuccefs alfo by that route, and the enemy not retnoved from 
Lake Gttorge, it will be neceffary to leave a chain of pofts, as the army proceeds, . 
for the fecurities of your comtnunication, wh ich n1ay too n1uch weaken fo fmall an~ 
arn1y. 

Left all thefe atte1npts fhould unavoidably fail, and it become indifpenfibly 
neceffary to attack the enemy by water upon Lake George, the army at the outfet 
fhould be provided with carriages, implements, and artificer~, for conveying 
anned veffels from Ticonderoga to the lake. 

Thefe ideas are formed upon the fuppofition, _that it be the foie .purpofe of the · 
Canada army to effect a junction with General Howe, or after co-operating .fo fat 
as to get poffeffion of _Albany and open the communication to New-York, to ' 
re1nain upon the Hudfon's River, and thereby enable that general to act with his, 
whole force to the fouthward. 

But fhould the ftreng~h of: the main American army be fuch as to admit of the 
corps of troops. now at Rhode, Ifland remaining there during the winter, and aCting 
feparately in the fpring, _it may be highly worthy confideration, whether · the moft 
important purpofe to which the Canada anny could be employed, fuppofing it in 
poffeffion ofTiconderog~;, would not be to gain the Connecticut River. 

The extent of country from Ticonderoga to the inhabited country upon that 
river, oppofite to Charles Town, is about fixty miles, and though to convey artil- · 
lery and pro·vifion. fo far by.land would be attended .. with difficulties, perhaps more 

than 
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than thofc above fubgefted, upon a progrefs to Skenefuorough, fhould the objeC\: 

appear worthy, it is to be hoped refources rnight be found; in that cafe it would 

be advifeable to fortify with one or t ~o fhong redoubts the heights oppofite to 

Charles Town, and dlablifh pofi:s of favages upon the pafiage from Ticonderoga 

to thofe heights, to preferve the COlnmunication, and at the fame time prevent 

any atten1pt fr01n the country above Charles rfown, which is very populous, from 

tnolefting the rear or interrupting the convoys of fupply, wh ile the army proceeded 

down the Connecticut. Sould the junCtion between the Canada and Rhode Iiland 

armies be effeeted upon the Connetticut, it is not too fanguine an expeCtation that 

all the New England provinces will be reduced by their operations. 

To avoid breaking in upon other matter, I omitted in the beginning of thefe 

papers to ftate the idea of an expedition at the outfet of the campaign by the Lake 

Ontario and Ofwego to the Mohawk River, whichJ as a diverfion to facilitate every 

propofed operation, would be highly defirable, provided the army ihould be rein

forced fufficiently to afford it. 

It may at firft appear, from a view of the prefent ftrength of the army, that it 

n1ay bear the fort of detachment propofed by myfelf I aft year for this purpofe ; but 

i t is to be confidered that at that time the utmoft objeet of the campaign, from the 

advanced fcafon and unavoidable delay of preparation for the lakes, being the 

reduction of Crown Point and Ticonderoga, unlefs the fuccefs of n1y expedition 

had opened the road to Albany, no greater nnn1bers were neceffary than for thofe 

firlt operations. The cafe in the prefent year differs ; fuecaufe the feafon of the 

year affording a profpeB: of very exterifive operation, and confequently the efta

blifhment of many pofts, patroles, &c. will become neceffary. The army ought 

to be in a ftate of numbers to bear thofe drains, and frill remain fufficient to attack 

any thing that probably can be oppofed to it. 

Nor, to argue frotn probability, is fo much force neceffary for this diverfion 

this year, as was required for the laft; becaufe we then knew that General Schuyler 

with a thoufand 1nen, was fortified upon the Mohawk. When the different fitu

ations of things are confideted, viz. the progrefs of General Howe, the early 

invafion from Canada, the threatening of the ConneCticut from Rhode Ifland, &c. 

it is not to be irnagined that any detachment of fuch force as that of Schulyer can be 

fupplied by the ene1ny for the Mohawk. I would not therefore propofe it of more 

(and I have great diffidence whether fo much can be prudently afforded) than Sir 

John Johnfon's corps, an hundred Britifh from the fecond brigade, and an hundred 

more from the 8th regiment, with four pieces of the lighteft artillery, and a body 

of favages ; Sir John J ohnfon .to be with a detachment in perfon, and an able field 

officer to command it. I ihould wifh Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger for that em

ployment. 
1 particularize the fecond brigade, becaufe the firft is propofed to be diminifhed 

by the 31ft regiment remaining in Canada, and the reft of the regiment drafted 

for the expedition being made alfo part of the Canada force, the two brigades will 

be exactly fquared. 
Should it appear, upon examination of the really effective numbers of the Canada 

army, that the force is FlOt fufficient for proceeding upon the above ideas with a 

fair profpefr of fuccefs, the alternative remains of embarking the army at ~ebec, 

i order to effeCt a junction with General HQwe by fea, or to be employed fepa-
rately 
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rately to co-operate with the main defigns, by fuch means as fhould be within their 

ftrength upon other parts of the continent. And though the army, upon examina

tion of the nmnbers from the returns here, and the reinforcements defigned, 1hould 

appear adequate, it is humbly fubmitted, as a fecurity againft the poffibility of its 

remaining inactive, whether it might not be expedient to entruft the latitude of 

embarking the army by fea to the c01nmander in chief, provided any accidents du

ring the winter, and unknown here, 1hould have diminifhed the nun1bers confider

ably, or that the enen1y, frorrt any winter fuccefs to the fouthward, fhould have been 

able to draw fuch forces towards the frontiers of Canada, and take up their ground 

with fuch precaution, as to render the intended meafure impracticable or too ha

zardous. But in that cafe it muft be confidered that more force would be required 

to be left behind for the fecurity of Canada, than is fuppofed to be neceffary when 

an army is beyond the lakes; and I do not conceive any expedition fr01n the fea can 

be fo formidable to the enetny, or fo effectual to clofe the war, as an invafion from 

Canada by Ticonderoga. This laft mtafure ought not to be thought of, but upon 

pofitive conviCtion of its neceffity. 

Hcrtford-Street, F'eb. 28th, 1777. J. BuRGOYNE. 

Extrafl of a Letter from Lord George Gennain to General Carleton, dated 

Whitehall, 26th March, 17 77. 

~{Y letter of the 22d Augufr, 1776, was intrufted to the care of Captain Le 

~1aitre, one of your aid-de-camps; after having been three tilnes in the Gulph of 

St. Lawrence he had the tnorrification to find it impoffible to make his paffage to 

~ebec, and therefore returned to England with 1ny difpatch; which, though it 

was prevented by that accident from reaching your hands in due time, I neverthelefs 

think prop.er to tranfmit to you by this earlieft opportunity. 

You wtll be informed, by the conten·rs thereof, that as foon as you fhould haYe 

driven the rebel forces from the frontiers of Canada, it was his Majefry's pleafure 

that you fhould return to ~ebec, and take with you fuch part of your army as in 

your judgment and difcretion appeared fufficient for the defence of the province ; 

that you fhould detach Lieutenant General Burgoyne, or fuch other officer as you 

iliould tflink moft proper, with the remainder of the troops, and direct the officer 

io detached to proceed with all poffible expedition to jDin General Howe, a11d to 

put himfdf under his command. 
With a view of quelling the rebellion as foon as poffible, it is become highly ne

cdfary that the n1oft fpeedy junction of the two armies lhould be effetted; and 

therefore, as the fecurity and good government of Canada abfo]utely require your 

prefence there, it is the King's determination to leave about 3G00 men under your 

comn1{tnd, for the defence and duties of that province, and to employ the retnainder 

of your army upon two expeditions, the one under the command of Lieutenant Ge

neral Burgoyne, who is to force his way to Albany, and the other under the com

mand of Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger, who is to 1nake a diverfion on the Mohawk 

River. 
As this plan cannot be advantageou:Oy executed without the affiftance of Cana

dians and Indians, his Majefty ftrongly recommends it to your care, to furnifh both 
expe .. 
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expeditions with good and fufficient bodies of thofe men ; and I am happy in know

ing that your influence among them is fo great, that there can be no room to ap

prehend you will find it difficult to fulfil his Majefty's expeCtations. 

In order that no time may be loft in entering upon thefe important undertakings, 

General Burgoyne has received orders to fail forthwith for ~ebec; and that the in

tended operations may be maturely confidered, and afterwards carried on in fudt a 

manner as is tnoit likely to be followed by fuccefs, he is directed to confult with you 

upon the fubjeet, and to form and adjuft the plan as you both !hall think moft con .. 

ducive to his Majefty's fervice. 
I arn alfo to acquaint you, that as foon as you {hall have fully regulated every 

thing relative to thefe expeditions (and the King relies upon your zeal, that you will 

be as expeditious as the nature of the bufinefs will admit) it is his Majefry's plea'( 

fure that you detain for the Canada fervice 

·rhe 8th r~gin1ent, deducting 1 oo for the expedition to the Mohawk · 460 

Battalion cmnpanies of the 19th and 3 r ft regiment•.J 8 96 

Battalion c01npanies of the 34th, dedutting Ioo for the expedition to the 

Mohawk 348 

Eleven additional cotnpanies from Great Britain 616 

Detachments from the two brigades 300 

Detachments frmn the German troops 6 so 
Royal Highland emigrants soo 

3770 
You will naturally conclude that this allotment for Canada has not been made 

without properly weighing the feveral duties which are likely to be required. His 

Majefty has not only confidered the feveral garrifons and pofts which probably it may 

be neceifary for you to take, viz. ~ebec, Chaudi ere, the difaffeB:ed parifhes of 

Point Levi, Montreal, and pofts between that town and Ofwegatche, Trois Rivieres, 

Sit. John's, Sele aux N oix, La Prairie, Verge re, and fome other towns upon the 

fouth fhore of St. Lawrence, oppofite the iile of Montreal, with pofts of communi

cation to St. John's, but he hath alfo refleCted that the feveral operations which will 

be carrying on in different parts of America muft neceifarily confine the attention 

of the rebels to the refpeCl:ive fcenes of aCtion, and fecure Canada from external at- · 

tacks, and that the internal quiet which at prefent prevails is not likely to be in

terrupted, or if interrupted, will foon be reftored by your influence over the inha

bitants; he therefore trufts that JOE>o men will be quite fufficient to anfwer every 

poffible demand. 
It is likewife his Majefl:y's pleafure that you put under the command of Lieute

nant General Burgoyne 
The grenadiers and light infantry of the ar1ny (except of the ~th regiment and 

the 24th regiment) as the advanced corps under the command of Brigadier 

General Frafer - - I s68 

Firft brigade, battalion companies of the 9th, 21ft, and 47th regiments, de-

ducting a detachment of 50 from each corps, to remain in Canada t 1 ~4 

S~cond brigade, battalion c01npanies of the loth, 53d, and 62d regimentSJ de-

clueting so fron1 each corps to remain as above - 1194- ·· 

Carried over 3956 
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Brought over 39 56 

All the German troops, except the Hanau cha!feurs, and a detachment of 6 so, 3 217 

The artillery, except fuch parts as fhall be neceffary for the defence of Canada. 

Together with as tnany Canadian~ and Indians as 1nay be thought neceffary fo/ ~~i{ 
fervice; and after having furni!bed hitn in the fulleft and compleateft manner witb. 

artillery, ftores, provifions) and every other article neceffary for his expedition, 

and fecured to hin1 every affiftance which it is in your power to afford and procure, 

you are to give hin1 orders to pafs Lake Champlain, and from thence, by the mofl 

vigorous exertion of the force under his command, to proceed with all expedition 

to Albany, and put himfelf under the c01nmand of Sir Williatn Howe. 

Frotn the King's knowledge of the great preparations made by you laft year tcj · 

fecure the command of the lakes, and your attention to this part of the fervice du

ring the winter, his Majefty is 1ed to expeB: that every thing will be ready for Ge-

neral Burgoyne's paffing the lakes by the tirne you and he Lhall have adjufted the 

plan of the expedition. . 

It is the King's further pleafure that you put under the command of Lieutenant 

·Colonel St. Leger, 
Detachment fi·01n the 8th regiment 

Detach1nent fron1 the 34th regiment 

Sir John Johnfon's regiment of New York 

Hanau cha!feurs 

TOO 
JOO 

1 33 
34'-

Together with a fuflicient number of Canadians and Indians ; and after having 1Jr~ 
niihed him with proper artillery, ftores, provifions, and every other neceffary arti

cle for his expedition., and fecured to him every affiftance in your power to afford 

and procure, you are to give hiln orders to proceed forthwith to and down the Mo· 

hawk River to Albany, and put himfelf under the command of Sir Wiliiam Howe. 

I f11all write to Sir WiHiam f-Iowe from hence by the firft packet ; but rou wilt 

neverthelefs endeavour to give him the earlieft intelligence of this meafure, and alf() 

direct Lieutenant General Burgoyne, and Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger, to neglect 

no opportunity of doing the fame, that they may receive inftructions from Sir 

vVilliam I-I owe.. You will at the fan1e time inform them, that, until they 1ha11 have 

received orders from Sir William Howe, it is his Majefty's pleafure that they aCt as 

exigencies may require, and in fuch manner as they 1hall judge moft proper for mak

ino- -an ir.npreffion on the rebels, and bringing them to obedience ; but that in fo 

doing, they muft never lofe view of their intended junctions with Sir William 

Howe as their principal obje&s. 
In cafe Lieutenant General Burgoyne or Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger .fhould hap

pen to die, or be rendered, through illnefs, incapable of executing thofe great trufts~ 

you are to nominate to their ·refpeB:ive cmnmands, .fuch officer or officers as you 

fhall think beft qualified to fupply the place of thofe whom his Majefty has in his 

wifdotn at prefent appointed to conduCt thefe expeditions. 

u Copy 
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Cop)' of a Lettc1 from Lieuteilant Genertzl Burgoyne to Lord George Gennain.t tlatea' 

~ebec, ~ay 14, I777· 

· MY LoRD, 
[Private. J 

I TAKE the opportunity of a veifel difpatched by Sir Guy Carleton to England, 

to inform your Lordfhip of my arrival here the 6th inftant. And though my prefenc 

fituation, as aCting under a fuperior upon the fpot, may make an official correfpon

dence unneceffary, I cannot perfuade n1yftlf I !hall not appear guilty of impropriet)' 

in affuming the honour of a private and confidential one, relatively to the objetts of 

my deftination. 
From my prefent information, I have reafon to expeEt the preparations for open

ing the campaign to be very forward on our part. J)ue exertions were ufed in the 

courfe of the winter, and the uncommon mildnefs of the weather greatly favoured 

them, to convey provi.Gons to Chamble and St. J 6-)hn's. One large viCtualler ar

rived after I left the St. Lawrence lafi: November;. all refidues of other viCtuallers 

have been collecl-ed ; I am in hopes of finding a fufficiency of provi.Gon to enable 

me to crofs the Lake Chatnplain at leaft, without the arrival of the Corke fleet. I 

hope alfo to find artillery fi:ores enough to feel the pulfe of the enemy at Ticondero

ga. Should their fituation and refolution be fuch as to make great artillery prepa

rations requifite, I 1ha11 certainly be under the neceffity of waiting at Crown Point 

the arrival of the ordnance 1hips from England. A good body of the Indians I am 

affured are ready to tnove upon the firfi: call, and meafures are taking for bringing 

tbem forthwith to proper redezvous. 
I cannot fpeak with fo much confidence of the military affiftance I am to look for 

from the Canadians. The oniy corps yet inftitured, or that I an1 informed can at· 

prefent be inftituted, are three independent companies of 100 men each, officered 

by Seigneurs of the country, who are well chofen ; but they have not been able to 

engage many volunteers. The rnen are chiefly drafted from the militia, according 

to a late regulation of the legiOative council. Thofe I have yet feen afford no pro

mife of uie .of arms-aukwark, ignorant, difinclined to the fervice, and fpiritlefs. 

Various reafons are affigned for this change in the natives fince the ·time of the 

French government. It tnay partly be owing to a difufe of arms, but I believe 

principally to the unpopularity of their Seigneurs, and to the poifon which the 

emiffaries of the rebels have thrown into their minds. Should I find the new com

panies up the country better compofed, or that the well affeCted parties can be pre

vailed upon to turn out volunteers, though but for a fhort occafion, as they did laft 

year, I !hall rnove Sir Guy to exert further 1neafures to augment my numbers. 

The army will fall !hort of the ftrength computed in England ; the want of the 

camp equipage, cloathing, and many other nece!fary articles, will caufe inconve

nience; I an neverthelefs determined to put the troops deftined for my command 

imtnediately in motion ; and, affifted by the fpirit and health in which they 

abound, I am confident in the profpett of overcon1ing difficulties and difappoint

ments. 
Having fettled all meafures with Sir Guy Carleton, both for this purpofe and for 

the expeditious tranfport of the ftores as they may arrive, and having already dif

patched inftructions to Captain Lutwidge, who commands the fleet upon Lake 
. Cham-



.A P P E N D I X. 

Champlain, to fecure the navigation, in which I clearly fee he will find no trouble, 

I !hall proceed in perfo~ this afte:noon for Montreal, and from thence make tny final 

arrangements for purfumg the Kmg's orders. · 

I iliould think myfelf deficient in juftice and in honour, were I clofe my letter 

without mentioning the fenfe I entertain of General Carleton's conduc1; that he 

was anxiouOy defirous of leading the military operations out of the province, is eafi

ly to be difcerned ; but his deference to his Majefty's decifion, and his zeal to o-ive 

effect to his 1neafures in my hands, are equally tnanifeft, exemplary, and fatisfacr~ry. 
I fhall take every poflible means to traniinit to your Lordfhip an account of tny pro

ceedings from tiLne to time, and have the honour to be, with perfect refpett, 

Your Lordfhip's tnoft obedient and tnoft humble fervant, 
J. BuRGOYNE. 

P. S. I have mentioned nothing of intelligence concerning the enemy, con"' 

eluding that Sir Guy Carleton will tranfmit the n1aterial part of it, and in a tnanner 

more full than in my power to do. I underftand they have laboured hard to 

ftrengthen Ticonderoga, and threaten a vigorous refiftance there, and that they 

have built fome ve!Iels on Lake George, as your Lord!hip may re1ne1nber I had 

forefeen. 

Copy of a Letter from Lieute11ant General Burgoyne to Lord George Germain, dated Second 

Montreal, May 19, 1777. No. V. 

MY LoRD, 
I HAD the honour to write to your Lordfhip the day I left ~ebec, having rea

fan to imagine this letter may reach that place in time to be difpatched with tny 

former one, I cannot omit the occafion to inform your Lord!hip, that the hopes I 

expreffed of being able to put the troops in 1notion without waiting the arrival of 

the fleets from England and Ireland, are confirmed. 

The only delay is occafioned by the impraB:icability of the roads, owing to late 

extraordinary heavy rains, and this difficulty will be fpeedily removed, by exerting 

the fervices of the parifhes as foon as the weather clears. In the tnean time, I an1 

employing every means that water carriage will admit for drawing the troops and 

ftores towards their point. I truft, I .fhall have veffels fufficient to move the arn1y 

and ftores together, and in that cafe, will take poft at once, within fight of Ticon

deroga, and only make ufe of Crown Point for my hofpital and magazine. 

A continuation of intelligence from different fpies and deferrers, confirms the de

fio-n of the enemy to difpute Ticonderoga vigoroufly. They are alfo building bow

g~llies at Fort George, for the defence of that Lake, &c. fortifying on the road to 

Skene1borough. 
It is configned to the New England colonies, to furnilh fupplies of men and pro

vifion to oppofe the progrefs of my army, and they have undertaken the tafk, upon 

condition of being exempt frotn fupplying Mr. Wafhington's main arn1y. 

It is my defign, while advancing to Ticonderago, and during the fiege of that 

poft, for a Liege I apprehend it muft be, to give all poffible jealoufy on the fide of 

ConneB:icut. If I can by tnanreuvre lead the enemy to fufpeB:, that after the reduc

tion of Ticonderago, my views are pointed that way, the Connecticut forces will · be 

U 2 ver y 
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very cautious of leaving their own frontier, and I may gain a 1l:art that may much 

expedite and facilitate my progrefs to Albany. 

Your Lordfhip may reil affured, that, whatever demonil:ration I n1ay endeavour to 

impofe on the enemy, I fl1all really make no moven1ent that can procraftinate the great 

objetl: of my orders. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

J. BuRGeYNE 

Subflanct ~f the Speech of Lieutenant-General Burgoyne to the Indians in Congrefs, at 

· tbe Camp upon the River Bouquet, June 21, 1777, and tbeir Anjwer~ tranjlated. 

[In Lieutenant-General Burgoyne's, June 22, 1777.] 

CnlEFS and WARRIORs, 

THE great King, our common father, and the patron of all who feek and deferve 

his proteCtion, has confidered with fatisfaEtion the general conduCt of the Indian tribes 

from the beginning of the troubles in America. Too fagacious and too faithful to b~ 

deluded or corrupted, they have obferved the violated rights of the parental power 

they love, and burned to vindicate them. A fe\V individuals alone, the refufe of a 

fma11 tribe, at the firfi: were led ail: ray, and the mifreprefentations, the fpecious al

lurements, the infidious promifes and di verfified plots, in which the rebels are exer

cifed, and all of which they employed for that effeCt, have ferved only in the end 

to enhance the honour of the tribes in general, by demonftrating to the world, ho\v 

few and how contemptible are the apofiates. It is a truth kno·wn to you all, that 

thefe pitiful examples excepted, and they probably have before this day hid their faces 

in fhame, the colleCtive voices and hands of the Indian tribes over this vafi: con-

inent, are on the fide of jufiice, of lavv, and of the King. 

The reftraint you have put upon your refentment in waiting the King your father's 

call to arms, the hardefl: proof, I am perfuaded, to which your afi:ed:ion could have 

been put, is another manifefi and affeeted mark of your adherence to that principle 

of conneCtion to which you \Vere always fond to allude, and which it is mutually the 

joy and the duty of the parent to cheriih. . 

The clemency of your father has been abufed, the offers of h1s mercy have been 

defpifed, and his farther patience would, in his eyes, become culpable, in as much as it 

·would vvithold redrcfs from the m oft grievous oppreffions in the provinces that ever dif

graced the hifiory of mankind. It therefore remains for me, the General of one of 

1is Majefty's armies, and in this council his reprefentative, to releafe you from thofe 

bonds which your obedience impofed.-W arriors, you are free-Go forth in might of 

your valour and your caufe; :fl:rike at the comn1qn enemies of Great-Britain and 

America-difturbers of public order, peace, and happinefs-defiroyers of commerce, 

parricides of the fiate. 
The circle round you, the chiefs of his Majefty's European forces, 3nd of the 

Princes his allies, efte.em you as brothers in the war; emulous in glory and in friend

ihip, we will endeavour reciprocally to give and to receive examples ; we kno\V 

how to value, and we willfl:rive to imitate your perfeverance in enterprize, and your 

onftancy to refift hunger, wearinefs, and pain Be it our tar.t{, from the diCtates of 
our 
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our religion, the laws of our warefare, and the pr1nciples and 1nterdl of our po1ic~', 

to regulate your paffi~ns. \~hen they overb~ar,. to point cut \\·ere it is nobler to fpare 

than to revenge, to dtfcnmmate degrees of gllllt, to fufpend the up-lifted ilroke, to 

chafiife, and not to deil:roy. 

This war to you, 1ny friends, is ne\v ; upon all former occafions in taking the field 

you held yourfelves authorized to deil:roy wherever you came, becaufe every when; 

you found an enemy. The cafe is now very different. 

The King has many faithful fubjeCts difperfed in the provinces, confequently you 

bave many brothers there ; and thefe people are the more to be pitied, that they arc 

perfecuted, or im prifoned, wherever they are difcovered, or fuil)eCted, and to di. 

fc1nble, is, to a generous n1ind, a yet more grievous puniiliment. 

Perfuaded that your magnanimity of eh a ratter, joined to your principles of affec

tion to the King, will give me fuller controul over your minds, than th.e military rank 

'vith \vhich I am invefted, I enjoin your 1noft ferious attention to the rules ·which I 

hereby proclaim for your invariable obfervation during the campaign. 

I pofitively forbid bloodihed, \vhen you are not oppofed in arms. 

Aged meo, women, children, and prifoners, n1ufi be held facred from the knife 

or hatchet, e\'en in the time of attual con:llifr. 

You fhall rccei ve compen(ation for the prifoners you take, but you ihall be called to 

account for fcal ps. 
In conformity and indulgence to your cufioms, "vhich have affixed an idea of h?

nour to fuch badges of vidory, you iliall be allowed trJ take the fcalps of the dead, 

when killed by your fire, and in fair oppofition ; but on no accolmt, or pretence, 

or fubtlety, 'or prevarication, are they to be taken from the wounded, or even dying; 

and ftill lefs pardonable, if poffi.ble, \.Vill it be held, to ktll men in that condition, 

on purpofe, and upon a fuppofition, that this protection to the ·wounded, would be 

thereby evaded. 

Bafe lurking affaffins, incendiaries, ravagers, and plunderers of the country, to 

whatever army th~y may beloqg, fhall be treated with lefs referve ; but the latitude 

Q')Uft be given you by order, and I muft be the judge of the occafion. 

Should the enen1y, on their part, dare to countenance aCts of barbarity towards. 

thofe who may fall into their hands, it ihall be yours alfo to retaliate ; but till feverity 

ihall be thus compelled, bear immoveable in your hearts this folid maxim, it cannot' 

be too deeply impre(fed, that the great effential reward, worthy fervice of your alli

ance, the fincerity of your zeal to the King your father, and never-failing protector, 

will be examined, and judged upon the teft only of your fieady and uniform adhe

rence to the orders and counfels of thofe tow bom his Majefty has intrufted· the direc

t-ion and the honour of his arms • 

.Anfwer frtm: an old Chief of the Iroquois. 

I ftand up in the name of all the ni.tions prefent, to a!fure our father, that we have 

attentively lifl:ened to his difcourfe, We receive you as our father, becaufe when you 

fpeak, \ve hear the voice of our great father beyond the great lake. 

We rejoice in the approbation you have expreffed of our behaviour .. 

\.Ye have been tried and tempted by the Boftonians ; but ·we have loved our father, 

and our hatchets have been fhar1Jened upon o\lr atfettions. In 

i:it 
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In proof of the fincerity of our profeffions, our whole villages able to go to war, 
are come forth. The old and infirm, our infants and wives, alone remain at 
home. 

With one common affent ·we promife a conilant obedience to all you have ordered, 
and all you ihall order; and may the Father of Days give you many and fuccefs. 

Copy of a Letter from General Burgoyne to Lord George Germain, dated Skeneiborough, 
July I Itb, I 777• 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordihip, that the enemy, difloged from Ti
conderoga and Mount I ndependant, on the 6th infiant, and ·were driven, on the fame 
day, beyond Skendborough on the right, and to Humerton on the left, '-Vith the 
lofs of 1 z.8 pieces of cannon, all their armed veffels and bateaux, the greatefi part 
of their baggage and ammunition, provifion, and military ftores, to a very large 
an1ount. 

This fuccefs has been followed by events equally fortunate and rapid. I fubjoin 
fuch a detail of circumftances as the time will permit; and for his MajeHy's further 
information, I beg leave to refer your Lordfhip to Captain Gardner,- my aid de camp, 
'vhom I thought it neceffary to difpatch with ne\VS fo important to the King's fervice 
and fo honourable to the troops under my command. 

Journal of the late pri11cipal Proceedings of the Army. 

Having remained at Cro·wn-Point three days to bring up the rear of the army, to 
eftabliih the magazin~s and the hofpital, and to obtain intelligence of the enemy, 
on the 

I ordered the advanced corps, confifting of the Britifh light infantry and grenadiers, 
the 24th regiment, frJrne Canadians and Savages, and ten pieces of light artillery, 
under the command of Brigadier General Frafer, to n1ove frmn Putnam Creek, 
where they had been encamped fome days, up the \veil: ihore of the lake to Four
Mile-Point, fo called from being \Vithin that difiance off the fort of Ticoderoga. 
The German referve, confifiing of the Brunfwick chafieurs, light infantry and gre· 
nadiers under Lieutenant Colonel Breyman \vere moved at the fame time to Richard
fon's farm, on the eafi fhore, oppofite to Putnam Creek. 

The \Vhole army made a movement forward. Briaadier Frafer's corps occupied 
the firong pofi called Three-Mile-Point, on the w·eft fuore ; the German referve the 
eaft-fhore oppofite : the army encamped in two lines, t.he right wing at the Four
Mile-Point, the left wing nearly oppofite, on the eaft ihore. 

The Royal George, and Inflexible frigates, with the gun-boats, \Vere anchored at 
this time jufl: without the reach of the enemy's batteries, and covered the lake from 
the wefr to the eaft ihores. The refl: of the fleet had been fome time w·ithout guns, 
in order to affift in carrying provifions over Lake Champlain. 

The enemy appeared to be poiled as follo\vs. A brigade occupied the old French 
lines on the height to the north of the fort of Ticonderoga. Thefe lines were in good 
repair, and had feveral intrenchrnents behind them, chiefly calculated to guard the 
north-weft flank., and were further fuftained by a block-houfe. They had, farther to 

2 th~r 
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their left, a pofr at the fa\\'-mills, ·which are. at the foot of the carrying-place to 

Lake George, and a block-houfe upon an emmence above the mills, and a block· 

houfe and hc.,fl)ital at the entrance of the lake. 

Upon the right of tbe lines, and between them "and the old fort, there ·w~re two 

new block-houies and a confiderable battery clofe to the '' ater edge. 

1t feemed that the enemy had em played their chief indufiry, and were in the grea

tefr force upon Mount Independence, which is high and circular, and upon the fum$ 

, mir, ·which is Table Land, \Vas a fiar fort, made of pickets, and well fu pplied 

~ith artillery, and a large fquare of barracks within it. The foot of the hill, on the 

fide '\vhich projeCts into the lake, \vas intrenched and had a ftrong abbattis clofe to the 

\Vater. This intrenchment was lined \Vith heavy artillery, pointed down the lake 

flanking the -,.vater battery, above defcribed, and fuftained by another battery about 

half way up the hill. On the \Vefi fide the hill runs the main river, and in its paffage 

is joined by the \Vater which comes do\vn frmn Lake George. 'fhe enemy had here 

a bridge of communication, which could not at this time be reomnoitred. On the 

eafi fide of the hill the water forms a fmall bay, into \Vhich falls a rivulet after having 

encirculed in its courfe part of the hill to the fouth eaft. 1'he fide to the fouth could 

not be feen, but was defcribed as inacceffible. 

About nine in the morning a fmoke was obferved towards Lake George, and the July 2. 

Savages brought in a report that the enemy had fet fire to the further block-boufe . and 

l1ad abandoned the faw-mills, and that a confiderable body v;·ere advancing from the 

lines to,vards a bridge upon the road vvhich led from the faw-mills towards the right 

of the Britifh camp. A detachment of the advanced corps was immediately put in 

march, under the command of Brigadier Frafer, fupported by the fecond b~jgade and 

fome light artillery, under the command of Major General Phillips, ·with." orders to 

proceed to Mount Hope, which is to the north of the lines, to reconnoitre the enemy's 

pofition, and to take advantage of any poft they might abandon or be driven from. 

The Indians under Captain Frafer, fupported by his company of markfmen, '\vere· 

directed to make a circuit to the left of Brigadier Frafer's line of march, and endea

vour to cut off the retreat of the enemy to their lines ; but this defign mifcarried 

through the impetuofity of the Indians, vvho attacked too foon, and in front; and 

the enemy were thereby able to retire with the lofs of one officer and a fe\V men killed, 

and one officer wounded. Major General Phillips took potfeffion of the very advanta

geous poft of Mount Hope this night, and the enemy were thereby entirely cut off -

from all communication with Lake George. 

Mount Hope was occupied in force by General Frafer's ·whole corps. The firft July 3• 

Britiih brigade, and t\vo entire brigades of artillery. The fecond brigade, Briti1h, 

encamped upon the left of the firft, and the brjgade of Gall, having been 'drawn from 

the eaft ihore to occupy the ground where Frafer's corps had originally been ; the 

line became corn pleat, extending from Three-Mile-Point to the weftermoft part of 

Mount Hope ; on the fame day, Major General Reidefel encamped on the eaft fhore 

in a parallel line with Three-Mile-Point, having pufhed the referve forward near the 

rivulet which encircles Mount Independence. The enemy cannonaded the camps of 

Mount Hope and of the German referve during m oft part of this day, but \Vithout 

effeCt. 
The army ·worked hard at their communications and got up the artilJery, tents, July+ 

baggage and provifions; the enemy at intervals continued the cannonade upon the 

camps, which was not in any inftance returned. 
The 
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tfhe Thunderer Radeau, carrying the battering trai n an . il:ores, having been 

arped up frotn Crown Point, arrived th is day, and immediately began to land 

the artille ry. 
Lieutenant Twifs, th com:nanding engineer, was ordered to reconnoitre Surrar 

I-! ill, on the fouth fide of the con1munion fro111 Lal~e George into Lake Champlain, 

which had been poffeffed in the night by a party of light infantry. It appeared at 

fir fl: to be a very advantageous poft, and it is now known that the enemy had a coun~ 

ctl fome t itne ago upon the expediency of po r1effing it; but the idea was rejetl:eJ, 

upon the fuppofition that it was impoffible for a corps to be eftablifhed there in 

force. Lieutenant T _wif.-; reported this hill to have the entire command of 

the works and buildings both of Ticonderoga and M ount Independence, at the 

( .ftance of about I 400 yards from the fonner, and I soo fron1 the latter; that the 

ground might be levelled fo as to receive cannon, and that the road to convey 

t hetu, though difficult, might be made practicable in twenty-four hours. This 

hill alfo comn~anded, in reverfe, the bridge of communication ; faw the exaB: fitu .. 

at ion of their veffels; not .. could the enemy, during the day, make any material 

rnovement or preparation, without being difcovered, and even having their num-

bers counted, 
It was determined th1t a battery fhould be raifed on Sugar Hill for light twenty

four pounders, 1nedium twelves, ancl eight-inch howitzers. This very arduou 

work was carried on fo rapidly that the battery ·would have been ready the next 

oay. 
It is a duty in this plrtce to do fcnne juftice to the zeal and aCtivity of Major 

General Phillips, who had the direction of the operation, and having mentioned 

that tnofr valuable officer, I truft it cannot be thought a digrefiion to add, that it 

is to his judicious arrangements and indefatigable pains., during the general fuper

-intendency of preparation which Sir Guy Carleton entrufred to him in the winter 

and fp ring, that the fervice is indebted for its prei\:nt forwardnefs. The preva

lence of contrary winds and other accidents having rendered it impoffible for any 

neceffaries ,prepared in England for the opening of the campaign, yet to reach the 

camp. 
Soon after day-light an officer arrived exprefs_, on board the Royal George, 

where "tn the night l took up my quarters, as the moft centrical fituation, with 

.information from Brigadier Frafer that the enemy were retiring, and that he was 

advancing with his picquers, leaving orders for the brigade to follow as foon as 

they could accoutre,, with intention to purfue by land. This movernent was very 

difcernible., as were the Briri!h colours, which the Brigadier had fixed upon the 

fort of Ticonderoga. Knowing how fafely I could trufl: to that officer's conduct_, 

I turned my chief attention to the purfuit by water, by which route I underftood 

.one colutnn .were retiring in two hundred and twenty bateaux, cover-ed by five 

.anned gallies. 
'l'he great bridge of communication, through which a way was to be opene~, 

· as fupported by twenty-two funken piers of large timber, at nearly equal di

ftances; the fpace between were tnade of feparate floats, each about fifty feet 

long, and twelve feet wide, frrongly faftened together by chains and rivets, and 

alfo fafrened to the f\1nken piers. Before this bridge w~s a boom, made of very 

3 large 
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large pi-eces of timber, fail:cned together by rivetted bolts and double chains, made 
of iron an inch and an half fquare. 

The gun-boats were inftantly tnove-d forward, and the boom and one of the 
intermediate floats were cut with great dexterity and difpatch, and Commodore 
L~twi~ge, with the officers and feamen in his department, partaking the g<:nt-ral 
annnat10n, a paffage was formed in half an hour for the frigates alfo, through irn
peditnents which the enemy had been labouring to confi:rutl: fince laft auturnn. 

During this operation Major General Reidefel had p::tlfed to Mount Indepen 
dence, with the corps, Breyman, and part of the left wing. He was direCted to 
proceed by land, to fuil:ain Brigadier Frafer, or to aB: 1nore to the left, if he faw i r 
expedient fo to do. 

'fhe 6 zd regiment Britiib, and the Brunfwick regiment of Prince Frederick, 
were ftationed at Ticonderoga and ~lount Independence, in the place of the partie3 
of .Frafer's brigade, which had been left 1n po1feffion of the artillery and ftores, 
and the refi: of the anny was ordered to follow up the river as they could be col
leCted, without regard to the place in the line. 

About three in the afternoon I arrived with the Hoyal George and Inflexible; 
and the beft failing gun-boats at South Bay, within three miles of Skendborough, 
at which latter place the euemy were pofted in a ftockaded fort, and their armed 
gallies in the falJs below. 

The foren1oft regiments, viz. the 9th, 2oth, and 21 fi:, were immediately dif
embarked, and afcended the mountains with the intention of getting behind the 
fort, and cutting off the retreat of the enemy; but their precipitate flight rendered 
this manreuvre ineffeCtual. The gun-boats and frigates continued their courfe to 
Skene1borough Falls, ~here the armed veffels were pofted. Captain Carter,, 
with part of his brigade of gun-boats, immediately attacked, and with fo much 
fpirit, that two of the veffels very foon ftruck; the other three were blown up, 
and the enemy having previoully prepared combuil:ible tnaterials, fet fire to. the 
fort, mills, ftorehoufes, bateaux, &c. and retired with the detachment left for 
that purpofe, the main body having gone off when the troops were afcending the 
111ountain. A great q<.Jantity of provifions and fome arms were here confumed, 
and moft of their oficers' baggage was burnt, funk, or taken. Their lofs is not 
known; about 30 prifoners were made, among which were two wounded olficers . 

During thefe operations upon the right, Brigadier General Frafer continued his 
purfuit to Cafi:letown till one o'clock, having marched in a very hot day from four 
o'clock in the n1orning till that titne. Some ftragglers of the enemy were picked 
up, from whom the Brigadier learned that their rear guard was compofed of chofen 
n1eJ1, and commanded by Colonel Francis, one of their beft officers. During the 
tirne that the men were refrelhing, Major General Reidefel came up, and arrange
ments for continuing the purfuit having been concerted, Brigadier Frafer moved 
forward again, and during the night lay upon his arms, in an advantageous firu
ation, three miles nearer the enemy. 

~Vfl 

At three in the morning he renewed his march, and about five his advanced 7th July. 
fcouts difcovered the enemy's centries, who fired their pieces and joined the main 
body. The Brigadier obferving a cmn1nanding ground to the left of his light 
infantry, in1mediately ordered it to be poffe£fed by that corps; and a confiderable 
body of the enemy attemptin~ the fame, they met. Tpe enemy were driven back 
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to their original pofi:; the advanced guan.l under Major Grant was by this time 

engaged, and the grenadiers were advanced to fuftain them, and to prevent the 

right ilank from being turned. The Brigadier retnained on the left, where the 

cn(.~n1y long defended themfelves by the aid of logs and trees, and after being 

repulfed, and prevented getting to the Caftletown road by the grenadiers, they 

rallied, and renewed the aCtion; and upon a fecond repulfe, attempted their 

retreat by Pitsford Mountain. The grenadiers fcratnbled up a part of that afcenr, 

appearing almoft inacceffible, and gained the fummit before them, which threw 

then1 into confufion; they were frill greatly fupcrior in nmnbers, and confequently 

in extent, and the brigadier, in momentary expeCtation of the Brunfwickers, had 

latterally drawn frmn his left to fupport his right. At this critical moment General 

Reidefel, who had preffed on, upon hearing the firing, arrived with the foremoft 

of his colmnns, viz. the chaifeurs company and eighty grenadiers and light infantry. 

I-Iis judgment imtnediately pointed to him the courfe to take; he extended upon 

Brigadier Frafer's left flank. The chaifeurs got into action with great gallantry, 

1:mder Major Earner. They fled on all fides, leaving dead upon the field Colonel 

Francis and many other officers, with upwards of 2oo men ; above 6oo were 

wounded, moft of whom perifhed in the woods, attempting to get off, and one 

colonel, feven captains, ten fubalterns, and 210 1nen were made prifoners; above 

200 ftand of arms were alfo taken. 

The number of the enemy before the engagement amounted to 2ooo men. The 

Britifh detachtnent under Brigadier General Frafer (the parties left the day before 

at Ticonderoga not having been able to join) confifted only of 8 50 fighting men. 

The bare relation of fo fignal an aCtion is fufficient for its praife. Should the 

attack againft fuch inequality of numbers, before the German brigade came up, 

feem to require explanation, it is to be confidered that the enemy might have 

efcaped by delay; that the advanced guard on a fudden found themfelves too 

near the enemy to avoid aCtion without retreating; and that Brigadier Frafer had 

fuppofed the German troops to be very near. The difference ·of time in their 

arrival was merely accidental. The Germans pufhed for a !hare in the glory, and 

they arrived in time to obtain it. l have only to add, that the exertions of Briga

dier Frafer on this day were but a continuance of that uniform intelligence, aCtivity 

and bravery, which diftinguifh his charaCter upon all occafions, and entitle him 

to be recommended, in the mofi: particular manner, to hir Majefty's favour. 

The officers and foldiers of this brigade have prevented any diftinCtions of indi

viduals by a general and equal difplay of fpirit. 

The cduntry people about Skenefborough having reported thut part of the enemy 

were ftill retreating, the 9th regiment was detached, with orders to take poft near 

Fort Anne, and obferve the enemy's motions. This was effeCted, but with great 

difficulty, as the roads were almoft impraCticable, and the bridges broken. The 

other troops were employed all that day and night in dragging fifty bateaux over 

the carrying place at Wood Creek, to f:1cilitate the movement of the reft of the 

firft brigade to Fort .i\.nne, to diilodge the enemy . 

.i\. report was received from Lieutenant Colonel Hill (9th regiment) that the· 

enemy had been reinforced in the night by a confiderable body of frefh men; that 

he could not retire with his regitnent before them, but he ~ould maintain his 

ground. The two remaining regin1ents of the firft brigade were ordered to quicken 
their 
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their 111arch, and upon fecond intelligence of the enemy, and firing bcit1g heard, 

the 2oth regiment was ordered forward with two pieces of artillery, and r~ajor 

General Phillips was fent to take the corrunand. A violent ftorn1 of rain, which 

lat1e? the whole day, prevented the troops fron1 getting to Fort Anne ft) foon as 

y;as Intended; but the delay gave the 9th regiment an opportunity of dittinguifh

wg then1felves, by fianding and repulGng ah attack of fix tirnes their number. 

The enemy finding the pofition not to be forced in front, endeavoured to turn it; 

and from the fuperiority of their numbers that inconvenience was to be appre-

hended; and Lieutenant Colonel Hill found it necefiary to change his poution in 

the height of action : fo critical an order was executed by th f: regiment with the 

utmoft freadinefs and bravery. The enemy, after an attack of three hours, \vere 

totally repulfed, and fled towards Fort Edward, fetting fire to Fort Anne, but 

leaving a faw-tnill and a block- houfe in good repair, which \'Vere afterwards pof

felfed by the king's troops. 
The 9th regiment acquired, during their expedition, about thirty prifoners, 

fome ftores and baggage, and colours of the 2.d Han1pfhire regiment. 

One unlucky accident happened, to counterbalance, in fome degree, this fuc

cefs. Captain Montgon1ery, an officer of great merit, was wounded early in the 

action, and was in the att of being dreffed by the iurgeon when the regiment 

changed grounal ; being unable to help himfelf, he and the furgeon were taken 

prifoners. I fince hear he has been well treated, and is in a fair way of recovery 

at Albany. 

.xix 

The arn1y very much fatigued (many parts of it having wanted their provifions 9th and 

for two days, almoft the whole their tents and baggage) alTembled jn their prefent 1oth July. 

pofition. The right wing occupies the heights of Skendborough in two lines, 

the right flank to the mountains, covered by the regi1nent of Reidefel's dragoons> . 

en potence; the left to the Wood Creek. 
The Brunfwick troops under Major General Rei<Jefel upon Cafl:letown River, 

with Breyman's corps upon the communication of roads leading to Putney and 

Rutland; the regiment of Heife Hanau are po!led at the head of Eaft Creek~ to 

preferve the communication with the camp at Cafi.letown River, and fecure the 

bateaux. 
Brigadier Frafer's corps is in the centre, ready to n1ove on either wing of the 

army. 
The fcattered remains of the enemy are at Fort Edward, on the Hudfon's 

River, where they have been joined, as 1 arn informed, by General Putnam, with 

a confiderable corps of frefh troops. 
Roads are opening for the army to tnarch to them by Fort Anne, and the '.Vood 

Creek is clearing of fallen trees, funken ftones, and other ohftacles> to give palTage 

to bateaux for carrying artillery, ftores, provifions and camp equipClge. ~h.efe are 

laborious works; but the fpirit and zeal of the troops are fufficient to iurmount 

them. Some little time n1uft alfo be allowed for the fupplies of provifions to 

overtake us. In the mean ti1ne all poffible diligence is ufing at Ticonccieroga to 

get the gun-boats) provifion veifels, and a proper quantity of bateaux into L~ke 

George. A corps of the army will be ordered to penetrate by that route, which 

will afterwards be the route for the magazines; and a junction of the whole is in

tended at Fort Edward. 
Xz I tranf-
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T tranfinit to your Lordfbip herewith returns of the killed and wounded and Jifh 

of fuch parts of provifions anc.l fr0re:s, taken fron1 the enemy, as could be' colleCted 

in fo fhort a time. 
I have the honour to be, with the. greateft refpect, 

Your Lordfh1ps, &c. 

Copy of a Lett~r from Lieutenmzt General Burgoyne to Lord George Germain, dated 

Skeneiborough, July 1 I, 177 7. 

Mv LoRD, 

[Private~] 

HAVING given your Lordihip a detail, in my public letter of this date, of the 

late tranfaCtions, I no-.v do myfelf th~ honour to ftate to your l .. ordfhip, fuch circum

ftances as appear to me more proper for a private communication. 

Mr. Peters and Mr. Jefitlp, who came over to Canada laft autumn, and propofed 

to raife battalions, one from the neighbvurhood of Albany, the other from Charlotte 

county, are confident of fuccefs as the arn1y advances. Their battal'ions are now in 

embryo, but very promifing; they have fought, and with fpirit. ~ir Guy Carleton 

has given me blank commiffions for the officers, to fill up o~cafiona11y, and the agree

ment with them is, that the commiffions are not to be fo effeCtive, till two thirds of 

the battalions are raifed. Some hundreds of men, a third part of them with arms, 

have joined me fince I have penerated this place, profeffing themfelves loyalifrs, and 

\vifhing to ferve, fome to the end of the \Var, fome for the campaign. Though I 

am \Vithout infrruetions upon this fubjett, I have not hefitated to receive them, and 

as faft as companies can be formed, I {hall poft the officers till a decifion can be made 

upon the meafure by my fuperiors. I n1ean to etnploy them particularly upon detach

ments, for keeping the country in a\ve, and procuring cattle ; their real ufe I expetl: 

will be great in the prefervation of the national troops : but the impreffion which will 

be caufed upon public opinion, 1hould provincials be feen aCting vigoroufly in the 

caufe of the King, will be yet more advantageous, and, I trufr, fully juftify the ex .. 

pence. 
The manifefto, of which I enclofed your Lord:!hip a copy iH my lafr difpatches, a:nd 

herewith fend a duplicate, has great effeCt where the country is not in the power of 

the rebels ; ·where it is, the committees turn all their efforts to counteraCt it. They 

\Vatch or imprifon all fnfpected perfons, compel the people in general to take arms, 

and to drive the cattle, and to burn the corn, under penalty of immedtate death. 

Great numbers have been hanged. Should thefe \Vretches fucceed to make a defert of 

the country, by fire and maffacre, it v:ill at leaft be a pleafing refleCtion, that while 

advantages are reaped from the clement part of the manifeil:o, they, and not the 

King's troops, are the executioners of its threats. 

Your Lordiliip \vill have obferved, I have made no mention of the Indians, in the 

purfuit from Ticonderoga. It is not poffible to draw them in many refpeCts from the 

pluncler of that place, and J confidentially acknowledge this is not the only inftance 

in \vhich I have found littfe more than a name. If, under the management of their 

conductors, they are indulged, for interefted reafons, in all the caprices and humours 

of fpoiled children, like them they grow n1ore unrcafonable and importunate upon 

z 
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every ne\V favour; \Vere they left to tbemfeives, enorm1t1es too horrid to think of 
'\vould enfue, guilty and innocent, ·women and infants, would be a common prey. 

This is the charafter· of the L.1wer Canadian Indians, who alone have been \\ ith 
the army hitherto. I am informed the Outawas, and other remote nations, ·who are 
·within two days 1narch of joining 1ne, are more brave and more traB::able ; that they 
profeis ·war, not pillage. They are under the direCtions of a M. St. Luc, a Canadian 
gentleman of honour and parts, and one of the befl: partizans the French had lafi \var, 
and of one L-anglade, the very man who projected and executed with thefe very na ... 
tions the defeat of General Braddock. My firft intention was to turn this whol e 
corps to the ConneCticut immediately, to force a fupply of provifions, to intercept 
reinforcements, and to confirm the jealoufy I have in many ways endeavoured to ex
cite in the Ne\V England provinces; but finding that the ene1ny are labouring to re
move their magazines from Forts George and Edward, and every where defi:roying 
-the roads, and preparing to drive and burn the country towards Albany, I have de
termined to employ them, to prevent~ if poffible, by their terror, the continkl::mce of 
thofe operations. And after arriving at Albany_, they may be employed to renew the 
alann-· ta\vards Connecticut and Bofion. 

Your Lordihip vvill pardon me if I a little lament that my orders do not give me 
the latitude I ventured to propofe in my original projecr for the campaign, to make a 
real effort inftead of a feint upon New England. As things have turned out, were l 
·at liberty to march in force immediately by my left, inftead of my right, l fhoul'd 
have little doubt of fubduing before winter the provinces where the rebeHion origi._ 
ginated. 

If my late letters reach Mr. Howe, I ftill hope this pl'an may be adopted from Al
bany; in the mean while my utmoft exertions- fhall continue, according to· my in
ftrudions, to force a junCtion. 

I have fent fame Indians through the woods,. in the hope of their reaehing St .. 
Leger, with the account of tny progrefs; now is the critical time for his puth upon 
the Mohawk. I have certain intelligence that all the couAtry round Fort St-anwix is 
in alarm : but I imagine it proceeds from the appearance of fome S-avages detached 
by Colonel Butler~ not ?-Pprehending St. Leger can be got quite fo fm~ward. 

Camp near Saratoga, .Augu.ft 20, I 77 7. 

'I a Lord George Germaine. 
Mv LaRD, 

IN my I aft difpatch (a duplicate of which will be inclofed herewith) I had the 
· honour to inform your Lordfhip of the proceedings of the army under my commaad 
to the 3oth of July. 

From· that period to the I 5th of Augufl: every poffible meafure was em-ployed to 
bring forward bateaux, provifions, and ammunition frmn Fort George to the firft 
navigable? part of Hudfon's River, a difi:ance of eighteen mile5, the roads in fame 
parts fteep, and in others wanting great repair·. Of the bodes furnifhed by contra :t 
in Canada not more than a third part was y<et arrived. The delay was.IJot imputable 

tO' 

Secon<f 
No. VIII. .. 

XXl 



A P P E N D I X. 

·to neglect, but to the natural accidents attending fo long and intricate a combination 

of land and water carriage. Fifty tea1n of oxen, which had beL:n collefted in the 

country through \'vhich 1 had marched, were added to affift . the tranfport; but thefe 

rtfources together were found far inadequat2 to the purpofes of feeding the army, 

a:1d forming a magazine at the fame time. Exceeding heavy rains augmented the 

impediments. It was often necdfary to employ ten or twelve oxen upon a fingle 

bateau; and after the utmoft exertions for the fifteen days above ftated, there were 

not above four days provtfion before hand, nor above ten bateaux in the river. 

Intelligence had reached me that Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger was before Fort 

Stanwix, . which was defC'nded. The main army of the enemy oppokd to me was at 

Still water, a place between Saratoga and the mouth of the Mohaw k. 

A ra·-id movement forward appeared to be of the utmorc confequence at this 

period. The enemy could not have proceeded up the Mohawk without putting 

themfdves between two fires, in cafe Colonel St. Leger Ihould have fucceeded; and 

at beft being cut off by my army from Albany. rrhey muft either therefore have 

ftood an aCtion, have fallen back to\vards Albany, or have paffed the Hudfon's 

River, in order to fecure a retreat to New Enghnd, higher up. Which ever of thefe 

meafures they had takcn'j fo that the King's army had been enabled to advance, Colo

nel St. Leger's operations would have been affifted, a junCtion with him probably 

fecured, and the whole country of the J\tlohawk opened. To mainram the comtnu

nication with Fort George during fuch a movement, fo as to be 1upplied by daily 

degrees at a diftance, continually increafing, was an obviot,s impoifibility. The 

army was much too weak to have afforded a chain of pofts. Efcorts for every fepa

rate tranfport would have b~en a frill greater dram ; nor could any have been made 

fo ftrong as to force their way through fuch pofitions as the enemy might take in one 

.night's marc.h from the White Creek, where they had a numernus militia. Had the 

-enemy remained fupine, tl;rough fear or want of comprehending fo palpable an ad

Nantage, the phy.Gcal impoffibility of being fupplied by degrees from Fort George 

'\vas frill in force, becaufe a new neceffity of land carriage for nine miles arifes at Still ... 

·water; and in the proportion that carriages had been brought forward to that place, 

the tranfport muft have ceafed behind, 

The alternative therefore vvas ihort; either to relinquifh the favourable opportuni

ty of advancing upon the enemy, or to attempt other refources of fupply. 

It was \\·ell known that the enemy's fupplies in live cattle, from a large tratl: of 

-country, paifed by the route of Manchefter, Arlington, and other parts of the 

Hampihirc Grants, to Bennington, in order to be occafionally conveyed from thence 

to the main army. A large depofit of corn and of wheel carriages \Vas alfo formed at 

the fame place, and the ufual guard ·as n1ilitia, though it ·varied in numbers from 

day to day. A fcheme vvas formed to furprife Bennington. The poffeffion of the 

cattle and carriages vvould certainly have enabled the army to leave their difiant ma

gazines, and to have aCted with energy and difpatch: fuccefs would alfo have anfwer

ed many fecondary purpofes. 

Lieut. Col. Baum~, an officer \\'"ell qualified for the undertaking, ·was fixed upon 

to command. He had tmder him 2.00 difmounted dragoons of the regiment of Riede

fel, Captain Frafer's n1arkfmen, which vvere the only Britifh, all the Canadian volun

teers, a party of the Provincials \Vho perfeL9:1y knew the country, 1 oo Indians, and 

nvo light pieces of cannon:; tL,., whole detachment amounted to abo ut5oo men. The 

· nftruetions \Vere pofitive to keep the regular corps pofted while thel ight troops fe~t 
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tiheir ~'a)r, and not to incur the danger of being furrounded, or having a retreat 

<::ut off. 
In order to facilitate this operation, and to be ready to take ad vantage of its fuc

cefs, the army moved up the eaft fhore of Hudfon's River. On the 14th, a bridge 

\Vas formed of rafts, over \Vhich the advanced corps paiftd and encamped at Saratog·t. 

Lieutenant Colonel Breyman's corps v;,rere pofred near Batten Kill, and upon intelli

gence from Colonel Baume, that the enemy were ftronger at Bennington than ex

pected, and were aware of his attack,. that corps, coniifiing of the Brunfwick gre

nadiers, light infantry and chaffeurs, vvere fent forward to fufrain him. 

It fince appears that Lieutenant Colonel Baume, not having been able to complete 

his 1narch undifcovered, was joined at a place called Sancoix Mills, about four miles 

fbon of Bennington, by many people profeiiing themfelves to be Loyalifis. A pro

vincial gentleman of confidence who had been fent with the detachment, as knowing 

the country and the charaCter of the inhabitants, ·was fo incautious as to leave at liber

ty fuch as took the oath of allegiance. 

His credulity and their profligacy caufed the firfi misfortune. Colonel Baume was 

induced to proceed without fufficient knowledge of the ground. His defign was be

trayed ; the men who had taken the oaths v.rere the firfr to fire upon him;. he \'i' as 

attacked on all fides.. He fhewed great perfonal courage, but was overpowered by 

numbers. 
During this time Lieutenant Colonel Breyman was upon the march through a hea

vy rain ; and fuch were the other impediments fiated in that officer's· report, of bad 

roads, tired horfes, difficulties in pafiing artillery, carriages,, &c .. that he was fro1n. 

eight in the morning of the I 5th to four in the afternoon of the following day making 

about twenty-four miles. 
He engaged, fought gallantly, and droye the enemy from three feveral heights ; . 

but was too late to fuccour Colonel Baume, who was made prifoner, and a confidera. 

ble part of his dragoons were killed or taken. The failure of ammunitton, from the 

accidental breaking to pieces of a tumbril, unfortunately obliged Lieutenant Colonel 

Breyman to retire conquering troops, and to leave behind two pieces of cannon, be-· 

fides t\VO which had been loft by Lieutenant Colonel Baume. The Indians n1ade 

good their retreat from the firft affair, as did Captain Frafer, ':vith part of his con1pa

ny, and many of the Provincials and. Canadians. 

The lofs,. as at prefent appears, amounts to about 400 1nen, killed and taken in both 

aCt:ions, and twenty-fix officers, moftly prifoners ;. but men who were difperied in 

the woods drop in daily. A corrett return ihall be tranfntitted to your Lordfbip the 

firil: opportunity. 
This, my Lord, is a. true fiate of the event. I have not dwelt upon errors, be

caufe in ~any inftances. they were counterbalanced by fpirit. The enemy vvill of 

courfe find matter of parade in the acquifition of four pieces of cannon : but that · 

apart, they h~ve fmall caufe of exultation ; their lofs in killed and wounded being . 

more than double to ours, by the confeffion of their prifoners and deferrers, and of 

n1any inhabitants 'vho were witneffes to the burial of their dead. 

The chief {ubjett of regret on our fide, after that which any lofs of gallant men· 

naturally occafions, is the difappointment of not obtaining live cattle, and the lofs of 

time in bringing forward the magazines. 
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This heavy work is now nearly completed, and a new bridge of boats is thrown 

over the Hudfnn's River, oppofite to Saratoga, the former one of rafts having been 

carried away by the fwell of ·water after the late continual rains. "'Then enabled to 

move, nothing within my fcale of talent :!hall be left unattelnpted to fulfil his Maje~ 

fiy'3 orders, and I hope circun1ftances will be fuch, that my endeavours may be in fomc 

degree affifted by a co-operation of the army under Sir vVilliam Howe. 

I have Lhe honour to be, "''ith great refpecr, 
Your LorcHhip's 

rnoft obedient and mofi humble fervant, 

(Signed.) J. BuRGo ¥NE.* 

Cop)' of a Letter f rom Lieutozant General Burgoyne to Lord George Germain, dated 

Camp, near Saratoga, Auguft 20, 1777. 

MY LoRD, 

[Private.] 

I NE.ED not enlarge upon the concern I ha\·e in communicating any finiiler events. 

I am perfuaded your Lordfhip \vill give me credit for partaking every fentiment that 

your Lord!hip, or any other rJ1an warmed with principle and zeal in this conteft, can 

feeL 
In regard to the affair of Saintcoick, I have only to add to the public account, that 

if ever there \Vas a fituation to juftify enterprize and exertion, out of the beaten track 

of n1ilitary fervice, it was that in which I found myfelf. Had I fucceeded, I fhould 

, have effeCted a junCtion \Vith St. Leger, and been now· before Albany. And I flatter 

myfelf, I need only mention thofe views, to fhew that in haz.arding this expedition I 

had the foundefl: principles of military reafoning on my fide, viz. that the advantages 

to be expeCted from fuccefs "\vere in a great degree fuperior to the evils that could at

tend mifcarriage. The fecondary purpofes, to which I alluded in the public letter, 

'\vere to try the affeCtions of the country; to complete the Provincial corps, many re

cruits for ·which \Vere unable to efcape fr0m their villages without a force to encou

rage and protetl them ; and to diftrad the councils of the enemy, by continuing their 

jealoufy to,vards New England. 

Major General Reidefel has preffed upon me repeatedly the mounting his dragoons, 

the men ·were animated with the fame defire, and I conceived it a rnofl: favourable oc

cafion to give into their ideas and felicitations, becaufe in exerting their zeal to fulfil 

their favotJrite purpofe, they neceffarily '\Vould effeCt the greater purpofe of my 0\Vn. 

The reft of the troops were feletl:ed from fuch as would leaft weaken the iolid ftreng(h 

of the army, in cafe of ill fuccefs ; and I thought it expedient to take a little trial of 

the Provincials and Canadians before I might have occafion for then1 in more impor

tant aB:ions. 
The original detachment could not have been made larger without opening roads, 

and other preparations of time, nor fhould I have thought it jufiifiable to expofe the 

beft troops to lofs upon a collateral aCtion. Had my inftrutl:ions been followed, or 

could Mr. Breyman have marked at the rate of two miles an hour any given twelve 

hours out of the two and thirty, fuccefs \\'ould probably have enfued, misfortune 

\vould certainly have been avoided. I did not think it prudent, in the prefent crifis, 

to mark thefe circu1nfiances to the public fo ftrongly as I do in confidence to your 
L(),(d-

* The letter that follows, No. 9, is alfo materially referrable to No. 8. 
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Lord~~ip; but I rely, and I will venture t.. fay I expeCt, becaufe t think jufiice will 
·warrant the expectation, that while, for tbi.: fake of pubJ ic harn1ony, that nece:ffarv prin
ciple for conducring nice and laborious fervice, I colour the faults of the exec"ution. 
your Lordfhip will, in your goodnefs, be my advocate to the King, and to the \vorld, 
in vindication of the plan. 

The confequences of this affair, my Lord, have little effeCt upon the firengu or 
fpirits of the army; but the profpett of the campaign in other refpeCts, is far l~fs 
profperous than \vhen I wrote lafl:. In fpi(e of St. Leger's viCtory, Fort Stanwix holds 
out obftinately. I am afraid the expeCtations of Sir J. Johnfon greatly fa· in th-:: 
rifing of the country. On this fide I find daily reafon to doubt the fincerity c£ the re..: 
folution of the profeiling loyalifrs. I have about 4oo, but not half of tht· m armed, 
\Vho may be depended upon ; the refr are trimmers, merely actuated by interefi. The 
gre~t bulk of the country is undoubtedly with the Congrefs, in principle .::nd in zeal; 
and their meafures are executed with a fecrecy and difpatch that are not to be equalled. 
Wherever the King's forces point, militia, to the amount of three or fourthoufand affemble 
in tvventy-four hours; they bring with them their fubfiil:ence, &c. and, the alarm over, 
they return to their farms. The Hampfhire Grants in particular, a country unpeopled 
and almofl: unkno\'\'n in the lafi war, now abounds in the tnoft active and tnoft .re
bellious race of the continent, and hangs like a gathering fiorm upon my teft. In all 
parts the indufrry and managment in driving cattle, and removing corn, o.re indefati
gable and certain; and it becomes impracticable to move without portable maga
zines. Another moft embarraffing circumftance, is tbe ·want of communication 
\Yith Sir William Howe; of the meffengers I have fent, I kno\V of t\VO being 
hanged, and an1 ignorant whether any of the reft arrived. The fame fate has pro
bably attended thofe difpatched by Sir vVilliam Howe; for only one letter is come to 

hand, informing me that his intention is for Penfylvania; that \Vafhington has de
tached Sullivan, -vvith z 500 men to Albany; that Putnan1 is in the Highlands, with 
4000 tnen. That after my arriYa1 at Albany, the movements of the enemy muft 
guide mine ; but that he \vifued the enemy might be driven 0nt of the province be
fore any operation took place againil: the ConneCticut; that Sir Henry Clinton rernain
ed in the command in the neighbourhood of N <.=:w-York, and would aa: as occurrences 
might dirett. 

!~ o operation, tny Lord, hai yet been undertaken in 1ny fa Your : the h;ghlands 
have not even been threatened. 'rhe confequence is, that Putnam has detzcl:ed two 
brigades to Mr. G::~tes, -vvho is now ftrongly pofted near the mouth of the l\1ohav.:k-. 
River, \Yith an army fuperior to mine in troops of the Congrels, and as many militia 
as he pleafes. He is like wife far from being deficient in artillery, having received all 
the pieces that \Vere lanc~cd fron1 the French {hips \Vhich g0t into Boflon. . 

Hqd I a latitude in my orders, I fhould think it my duty to wait in this pofition, 
or perhaps as far back as Fort Edward, \'-'here my communication with Lake George 
'vould be perfec1ly fecure, till fome event happened to affift my movement fonvard ; 
but my orders being pofitive to" force a junCtion :\Yith Sir Willimn I-!ovYe," I appre
hend I am not at liberty to rema· n inattive longer than {hall be neccffary to collect 
twenty-five days provifion, and to receive the reinforcement of the additiona} com
panies, the German drafts and recruits now (and unfortun8-tely only now) on Lake 
Champlain. Tbe waiting the arrival of this re~nforcement is or· indifpenfible neceffi.ty, 
·becaufe from the hour I pafs the Hudfon's RlVer and .proceed towards Albany, all 

Y f•fety 
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fafety of commui1ication ceafes. I mufl: expeCt a large ' body of tEe enemy froin my 

left will take poH behind me. I have put out of tbe queftion the waiting longer than 

the time necefiary for the foregoing purpofes, becaufe the attempt, then critical, de

pending on adventure and the fortune that often accornpanie~ it, and hardly juftifiable 

but by orders fron1 the ftate, would afterwards be confun1mately defperate. I mean 

my Lord, that by moving foon, thougl1 I ihould meet \\'ith infurmountable difficul

ties to n1y progrefs, I :fhall at leafl: have the chance of fighting n1y \vay back to Ticon

deroga, but the feafon a little further advanced, the difl:ance encreafed, and the march 

unavoidably tardy, becaufe furrounded by enemies, a retreat might be ihut by im

penetrable bars or the elements, and at the fame time no pofiible means of exiitence 

remain ln the country. 

When I ·wrote more confidently, I little forefa\v that I \Vas to be left to purfue my 

·way through fuch a traCt of country, and hofis of foes, without any co-operation 

from N e\v-York ; nor did I then think the garrifon of Ticonderoga would fall to my 

fhare alone, a dangerous experiment \Vould it be to leave that pofi in \veaknefs, and 

too heavy a drain it is upon the life-blood of my force to give it due firength. 

I yet do not defpond.-Should I fucceed in forcing my \Yay to Albany~ and find 

that country in a fiate to fubfifi my army, I tball think no n1ore of a retreat, but at 

the worfi fortify there and await Sir W. Ho·we's operations. 

Whatever may be my fate, my Lord, I fubmit my aCtions to the breaft of the King~ 

and to the candid judgment of my profeffion, v'.'hen all the motives become public;. 

and I reil in the confidence, that whatever decifion n1ay be paired 1.1pon my conduCt,. 

1ny good intent ·will not be quefl:ioned. 

I cannot clofe fo ferious a letter \Vithout expreffing my fulleft fatisfatl:ion in the be

haviour and countenance of the troops, and my compleat confidence that in all 

trials they \Vill do \vhatever can be expetled from men devoted to their King and 

country .. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

J. BuRGOYNE. 

P. S. Upon re-perufing this letter, I am apprehenfive that the manner in which ! 

have expreifed myfelf, refpeCting the reinforcetnent being only upon Lake Cham

plain, may feem ambiguous.-! do not mean to impute the delay to any thing but 

accidents, nor do I mean to contefi Sir Guy Carleton's reafoning upon not complying: 

with my requifitions to garrifon Ticonderoga, I only lament it. 

Copy of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lieutena1zt Gentral Burgoyne, dated New-. 

York, July the 17th, 1777· 

DEAR SIR, 

I have received yours of the fecond inftant on the 15th, have fince heard from the

rebel army of your being in poffeffion of Ticonderoga, wbich is a great event, carried 

without iofs. I have received your nvo letters, viz. frotn Plymouth and ~ebec,. 

your laft of the 14th May, and fhall obferve the contents. There is a report of a. 

meifenger of yours to me having been taken, and the letter difcovered in a double 

wooden canteen, you will kno\v if it \vas of any confequence; nothing of it has tran

fpired to us. I will obferve the fame rules in vvriting to you, as you propofe, in your: 
letters 
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letters to me. Wathington is \vaiting our motions here, and has detached Sulli van 

with about 2500 men, as I learn, to Albany. My intention is for Penfylvania, 

·where I expect to meet Wafhington, but if he goes to the northward contrary to my 

expectations, and you can keep him at bay, qe afiured I ihall foon be after him to 

relieve you. 
After your arrival at Alb:my, the movements of the enemy will guide yours ; but 

n1y willies are; that the enemy be drove out of this province before any operation takes 

place in ConneCticut. Sir Henry Clinton remains in the command here, and will 

act as occurences 1n y direCt. Putnam is in the highlands \\·ith about 4000 men. 

Succefs oe ever \Vith you. . 
Yours, &c. 

'\tVII.LIAM How E. 

Sir Guy Carleton's Letter.* 

S I R, §btebeck, November· I 2, 1777. 

I received your letter of the zoth of October, with your public difpatches by 

Captain Craig, the 5th inflant, and heartily condole· with you upon the very difa

greeable accouFlts they contain, all which I fincerely latp.en_ted, both on the public 

account and your own. 
This unfortunate event, it is to be hoped, will in future prevent minifters from 

pretending to direct operations of war, in a country at three thoufand miles di

france, of which they have fo little knowledge as not to be able to diftinguiih between 

good, bad, or interefted advices, or to give pofitive orders in n1atters, which from 

their nature, are ever upon the change; fo that the expedience or propriety of a mea

fure at one moment, may be totally inexpedient or improper in the next. 

Having gi\'en over all hopes of being relieved this fall. I determined upon fending 

home Captain Foy, to furnifh his Majefty's confidential fervants, and my fucceffor, 

. v:ith the beft information in my power, of the Hare of affairs in this province, that 

they may form the better judgment of what they have to do. 

Britiili. 
9th regiment 
20th 
2 Ift 
24th 
47th 

I a1n, &c. 

Army from Canada under Lieutenant Ge11eral Burgoyne. 

tj'otal Rank and File, Ijl of July, 1777. [Sick included.] 

.54'2 
5'28 
53R 
528 
524-

Carried over 266o 

Britifh. 
53d 
62d 

. Brought over 266o 
537 
54 1 

Gren~diers and 1ight infantry com
panies from 29th_, 3 dl:,and 34th 
regituents 

Carried over 4067 

This letter, which was never printed before, only regards the view of the evidence, page 96. 
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Brought over 406 7 
Left in· Cartada out of the above _j43 

Britifh. Total 

Germans, Iil July 
Left in Canada 

J,724 

For the campaign, Germans 30,16 

Regular troops, total 

Garrifon left out of the 

'Ticonderoga. 
Britifh rank and file 
German rank and file 

6,740 
above at 

910 

To force a paifage to Albany 5,8 .;o 

lfi:July, Britifh artillery 257 

Gern1an artillery I oo 

Bat 1nen, fervants, &c. in the above. 

Recruits underLieut.Nutt 154 

Canadians 148. 

Indians never more than 500 

Before Septemb. fell off to 90 
Provincials at moll: - 682 

1ft OC!ober, no more than 456 

In September the additional com-

panies joined near Fort Miller, 

in all - - JOO 

Regulars killed, wounded, and prifoners 

in the campaign, 1777· 

~ "' 
'"0 

.. 
u 

~ 
c: c: 
::l ~ 

Britifh. 
0 Total ~ ~ 0.. 

Officers - -- -2.6 47 19 
Serjeants I5 33 I4 
Drun mers 3 5 6 
R. & File '207 549 449 I28S 

Germans. 

r x6 Officers 10 29 
~erjeants 12 lR 59 
Drummers I I 8 I x8 
R. & File 141 225 .57 5 94. 

Firft .Application from lvlajor General Phillips relativ~ to Horfes. Dated , Montreal, 

June 4' 1777· 

S I R, 
IT AKE the liberty of informing your Excellency, that there- has yet been no arrange· 

n1ent m·.:tde for marching the field artillery by land, ihould the corps of troops upon 

an expedition under your command in the courfe of the campaign quit the lakes 

Champlain and George, and the rivers. 

I have, upon the firieteft information which could be procured, rea(on to believe, 

that neither carriages nor horfes will be to be had nearer than Albany, fhould the route 

of your army be that way,. and even in that country, it \vill nece:{f.qrily require a con

fiderable time before any can be got; all which muft neceffarily delay the oRerations 

of the campaign, after the reduction of Ticonderoga. I therefore fubmit to your 

Excellency's confideration \Vhether horfes and fuch a:11munition-carriages as may be. 

\vanted fhould not be procured for the fervice of the campaign~ for the field artillery 

attached to the corps of troops your Excellency is to con1mand this campaign ? 

1 have the honour to be Sir, " 

With the greateft refpecr, 
Your Excellency's moft obedient and moft humble fervant, 

:NI. PHILLIPs, Major General, 

His Excellency 

Lieutenant General Burgoyne~ 

C<ln1manding the royal artillery in Canada. 

4 Copy 
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Copy vf a Letter to Major General Phillips, t·ejpelling Horfes. Dated Montreal, 
June 4, 1777· 

S I R, 
I have the honour of you: letter of this d~y's date, informing me that no arrangement 

has yet been m ·1de for movmg the field artdlery by land ; and that upon the beft infor· 
mation you can obtain, neither can iarres nor horfes can be procured on the other fide 
Lake Cl 1mplain neater than Albany. b 

In confequence of this reprefeutation, I have to requeft you, to give in your opinion· 
upon the mode of procuring horfes and carriages from this country, com Jining the 
confiderations of difpatch, fufficiency, ceconomy to\vards government, and I wifu tO· 

know the opinion as foon as f>Oilible. 
I am with trueft regard, Sir, 

Your obedient humble fervant, 
J.. B u It eo Y NE, Lieu tenant-General .. 

Major-General Phillips •. 

Extrafts of Letters from MaJor General Phillips, &c~ 

Extraft of a Letter fi·om Major General Phillips to Lieutenant General Burgoyne. 

Montreal> June 5, 1777 .. 
I HAVE the honour of your Excellency's letter to me of yeiteHLy, in aniwa to 

one I wrote on the fo bjcct: of the field-artillery being fupplied \Vith horfes, &c. &c. 
YoL are plcafed, Sir, to order me to give ar opinion upon the 1node of procuring 

hor~ and ea r' ·t~es frmn this country~ comb1ning the confideration of difpatch,. 
:fu.fficie ocy, and ceconnm y t(n vards government. 

T here are ~ u t two 1nodr-s o :Jrocuring horfcs for the fervice ,. [1 ... 1 ppofing the country 
is not to fu rn ifh them upon Co~·,r ees, the one is by I'urcl1ctlL1g of hories upon the 
a.ccount of government, the other by contract. 

'I'he firft of thcfe rn odes 1-:as ahvays a pp :: 1 to me d" tEe 1lt, uncerta1n, and full 
of opent n

0
S for ev ery f--.c.cie.· of impofi t 'on, an 1 the t'X(f .1' UI!CCrtain .-Government 

mt:lit truit raricu p ople to 1 n ~ j horfe , an<. in this c iL 1 17 · t · 11l not be pollible to 
procur~ a . 1 pcrfons vl o wdl not inl! echr.t ~ ~ purfue the v · ~ws of g aining money to 
themielve~ \vitl a co:1fide1 <Hton for t ~ Kings if:rr.'ice. .~..del to this, that it will be-

.. come fuch · , harg<", that nanv CO'i. miffa.ric.;:l muft be ~r )oir:tt.d , .md various other 
officers of t'· 1 fort, &c, w\ich bt~:ng a rr ixwre of irrf't_.eftor;:. into the p urchafes of 
horfes, and r c ·{ artly alfo at times the bemg p ~·c · .ders~ it vill e o ifficult ever to 
afcerta.in the n e, and iddorn that h roodnP ;, c1- ~·m{ s c.m be depended on. 

I have fr"' · n my fer ;ice this 1no te at~ter f ted. but it h.:s to my 1 no\'\ ledge failed. 
I muft all ow, hat eo 1l· it le carr ed into · cut·,1n com[ ~--te, 1t '· ould bt. the cheapeft 
for governdl 1 · but taKing inro ~ nfide a io he 'an .us impofirions which vvill a1·ile,_ 
and that the · tun gout on a pL1. f h, s natu c w .~1 req_u ire a. very large f u1n of rr . .,_ 

ner• 
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ney, perhaps from 2o,oool. to 3 o,oool. to be i ntrufted into various hancis, J freely 

p_ive it as my opi nion that it is not a perfeCt plan. The contracting for a certain nun1-

ber of horfes at a fixed pr ice for the hire by day reduces the whole to a very fimple, 

and therefore gener,dly a certain pl · n. It depends in the fetting out, by makin.v as 

cheap, as fair, and jun a bargain on the part of government as can be. And bei tl~ fo 

made, that the n1ilitary and civil officers do the11· duty, by attending to the recei~no

ofhorfes only as they are fitting for fervice~ The .contraE.tor has his interdl: fo d~ 

retl:ly conneCted \Yith fulfi lling his contract, as upon fai lure it ceafes, that he will 

exert all means to do it, and the care of govermnent will be that it be done honeftly 

and compleatly. 
I have thus obeyed your Excellency's orders, .and given an opinion which I fub:nit 

entirely .to your confidu ation. 

E x.trafl of a Letter to N~lthaniel Day, Efq. Commijfary General, &c. dated Montreal, 

June 4th, 1777• 

I BEG the favour of you to calculate \Vhat number of horfes and carriages (fuppo

fing them fuch as are in common ufe in Canada) will be fufficient for conveying by 

land thirty days provifion for Io,ooo men, together with about rooo gallons of rum, 

and you will pleafe to make 1ne your report as foon ~s poffible. 

Extrafl of a Letter to Sir Guy Carleton. 

Montreal, June 7, I 7 7 7. 

HAVING had the honor to reprefent to your Excellency the necellity of being 

provided with a certain number of horfes and carriages for the artillery, viEt:ual, and 

.other indifpenfible purpofes of the army, when it fhall be obliged to quit the borders 

of the lakes and rivers; and having underftood from your Excellency that fuch prc

vifion could not be made by the ordinary methods of corvee, and that if propofed 

:without compulfion upon the country the effeEt would be precarious, dilatory, and 

expenfive; I have the honour now to lay before your Excellency propofals for con

traCts for an expeditious fupply of horfes for the artillery, and 500 carts, with two 

horfes each, for the other purpofes. 

I am too ignorant of the prices of the country to offer any judgment upon tne 

reafonablenefs of thefe propofals; nor have I any long acquaintance with Mr. Jordan, 

or other motive for wifhing him the preference, if other perfons can be found equally 

.capable, refponfible, and expeditious. I have only thus far interfered, upon a con

viction, after confidering the route the King's orders direCt, and taking all poffible 

rnethods of information upon the fupply to be expeCted as we proceed, that to de· 

pend upon the country altogether would be to hazard the expedition. 

Your Excellency will obferve, that in order to fave the public expence as much as 

poffibk, I have reduced this requifition -much below what would be adequate to the 

fervice, and I mean to truft to the refources of the expedition for the reft ; 500 carts 

.will barely carry fourteen days provifions at a time, and Major General Phillips means 

2 
to 
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to demand as few horfes as pbffiOle, fubjeB: to whatever future augmentations future 
fervices may require; the prefent number wanted will be about 400 ; there will then 
remain unprovided for (for expeditious movement) the tranfport of bateaux from 
Lake Geo_rge to .1-:1 udfon's River, and the carriage of the tents of the army, and many 
other contmgenc;:1es that I need not trouble your Excellency to point out to you. 

ExtraEJ of a Letter to General Harvey. 

Montreal, l'vfay r 9, 1 7 77. 
YOU have permitted me, as formerly, to write to you confidentially. I take the 

firft conveyance to renew a correfpondence fo pleafing and honourable to myfelf, and 
that may, in fome cafes, become beneficial to the public fervice. It fhall never be 
employed but to convey truths, to do jufl:ice to facts and perfons, and to fecure 
myfelf in the continuance of an efteem fo valuable to me as yours againft appearances 
and n1ifreprefentations. 

I have reafon to be exceedingly fatisfied with all that has been done, and with moft 
things that are doing: exertions have been made during the \Vinter, which was remark .. 
ably favourable, in all the departments, and preparations are very forward; thofe 
that have been committed to the directions of General Phillips have been executed 
with a diligence, precifion, and forefight, that entitle· him to the fulleft praife. The 
troops are in a ftate of health almoft unprecedented, and their fpirits and general 
improvement are equally obj~B:s of great pleafure and promife. To this agreeable 
reprefentation I have the happinefs to add, that Sir Guy Carleton has received me and · 
the orders I brought in a manner that, in my opinion, does infinite honour to his 
pubEc and private character. 

That he fhould have wifhed for the lead in aCtive and important military operations, 
is very natural. That he thinks he has fame caufe of refentment for the general tenor 
of treatment he has received from fome of the n1inif.l:ers is difcernible; but neither his 
difappointment nor his perfonal feelings operate againft his duty; and I am convinced 
he means to forward the King's meah.1res, entrufted to my hands, with all the zeal 
he could have employed had they refted in his own. 

:tvly intention is, duriog my advance to Ticonderoga, and fiege of that poft, for 
a fiege I apprehend it muft be, to give all poffible jealoufy on the fide of Connecticut. 
If I can by manreuvre make them fufpeet that after the reduction ofTiconderoga my 
Yiews are pointed that way, it may make the Connecticut forces very cautious of 
leaving their own frontiers, and much facilitate my progrefs to Albany. I mention 
this intention only to Lord George and yourfelf, and I do it left from any intelligence 
of my motions that may reach England inJiretl:ly, it fhould be fuppofed I have fuffer
ed myfelf to be diverted from the main object of my orders. The King and his 
Majefty's minifters may reft afJured that whatever demonftrations I may end~avour to 
impofe upon the enemy, I .ihall really make no movement that 'an procraftmate my 
progrefs to Albany. . . . 

One thing more occurs. I had the furpnfe and mortification to find a paper 
handed about at Montreal, publifhing the whole defign of the campaign, almoi1: as. ' 
:accllrately as if it had been copied fron1 the Secretary of State's letter. My own c~u

tton. 
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·tion has been fuch that not a r an in my own family has been let into the fecret. Si 

Guv Carleron's, I am confi ent, has been equal; I am therefore led to doubt whether 

inr)r ldence has not t e"'n com 1itte l from private letters from England, and wifh you 

wdulJ aik t JY friend D'Oyley, to whom my very affectionate compliments, whether 

t:1c:-::: is any pericm '· irh· n the r~~~ of minifterial communication that he can fufpect to 

be fo un.:;uardeJ ? It is not of trreat confequ..,nce here, except as far as reO'ards St. 

Leser's e:{pedirion ; but fuch a tr ·Cl( may be of n1oft prejudicial coniequenc~ in other 

caks, and ihould be gu~ f dei aga· nft. 

E~;tta" · if Jetter to General 1-Iarvey. 

Camp 011 tbe River ruq"iet, 1/ear Lake Chtmzplain, Ju:ze 22, I 777· 

I HAVE had to cont nd :JgaiLft c \Veather that rendered the roads almoft im .. 

practicable at the carryint_: l,tv:es, a . i cunfequcntly the pa'ffage of the bateaux am 

exc<:edingly dih.tot y, be.G.Jcs a great ea1 of contrary wind. Indeed the combination 

of land and water mcve1nen , bad roadst in ,-:civity and fometimes difobedience in the 

country, and a thoufand other diffic ltie) . nd accidents, unknown in other fervices, 

difconcert all arrangements. I d not rner1t.ion this upon my own account, as I do 

not hold myicli refponfible for deLy3 withLt the 11 ovince of Canada; but I mention 

it to do jufl:ice t others, whor I re..;.Uy tbjn ,, hav~ infinite merit in overcoming the 

obfl:ruCtions we have met with, and witr• ought to be juil:ified againft fome acquain

tances of ym.tt·s and mine, who travel acrois a map Trery fail:, and are very free in their 

comments, \VLen o~hcrs, who have ten times thtir knowledge and refources, do not 

anfwer their pr ·diClions and expectations. 

I have been e Tceeding.ly diitrdfed in regard to the brigadiers of this army. Sir 

Guy Carlet :.n, the day I took leave of him, put into my hands <ln extract of a letter 

from the Secretary at V ar, '-pproving the appointment of thofe gentl ~men, but 

ob1Crving, that' l cnever any of them ihould lead their brigades out of the pro'vinre of 

Canada, in order to join the troops undtr General 1-lowe, there would be a n~ctTity for 

-:their command ceafing as brigadiers, &c. 

\V ere this to be put in ex~cution, according to the letter of the order, and the geo

graphical limits of C nada, and fuppofing Major General Phillips at the fame time 

to be employed folely in the artillery, I fhould find myfelf at the head of an army to 

undcrt ke a fiege, and afterwards purfue objects of import<lnce, and poffibly of time, 

without a fingle intermediate Britirn officer between the Lieutenant General, com

manding pro tempore in chief, and a Lieutenant Colonel. It \\7ould be prepofterous 

and impertinent in me to fay one word mure to you as an officer, upon the impoffibi· 

ity of tncthodizing or conduCting fuch an army with fuch a total deficiency of ftaff. 

l-Iad Lord Barrington condefcended to have communicated his intentiom to me in 

London, I think I could have convinced hiin of the impropriety. As it is, I muft 

-c?nclude that the fpirit of the order goes only to prevent thofe gentle.rlen bearing a 

~tgher rank and pay than fenior lieutenant colonels ferving in the fame army ; and 

tl1at t 11erefore there can be no fault in keeping it dormant till the iuncti8n tal·es place. 

in other words, I look upon mine to be the Canada army till f'uch ti:ne as I am in 

:communication with General Howe, fo as to mal~e part of his force and confequently 
without 
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without meafuring degrees north and fouth, that the arrangements made in Canada, 

and approved of by thl King, remoin in force till that time. 

I am perfuaded, my OtJar General, you will fupport me in this liberty, if fuch it is 

to be called, nr' t o 1l · ac; the abiolute order and method of the fervice depends upon it, 

but alfo to avoic to thf !c gentlemen, V\-ho have really great merit, the vexation and 

the ridicule of be1ng de2rived of their rank and pay in the hour of that very fervice, 

with a view to which their appointment was originally made. I think I can anfwer, 

that the junction made, and the reafons for reverting to their former ranks, become 

obvious, they 'vill fubmit to his Majefty's pleafure without a murmur. 

Extraft rf a Letter fi·om Lieutenant General Burgoync to General Harvey. 

Head 0.!:'arters, Skenefoorough, July I I, I 777. 

THE mere compli1nent of fervice I h;tve given to the troops in orders, and in the 

relation defigne 1 for th .:: Gazette, is not doing them fufficient 1 uftice. It is ~ duty 

in me further, through you, and I know I ihall impofe a pleafmg tafk on you, to 

a-Ifure the King th ~ t th e ~ r behaviour is as uniformly good in the camp as in action. 

After what have publicly mentioned of Fr~fer I am fure I need not prefs you in 

his favour. I cannot but feel confident in the hope that his !vfajdty's grace will find 

its way through all obilacles to prevent fo difcour2gmg a circwT1ftance as the return 

of this gallant officer EO the mere duty of lieutenant colonel, at the head of one batta

lion, after having giyen afcenclancy to the King's troops, and done honour to his 

pr?fefllon, by the moft fpirited ac.9:ions in critical periods of two fucceii1ve cam-

pmgns. _ 

You will obferve, Sir, both in the public letter and in the order of battle, which 

Capta:n Gardner will put into your hands~ that M3jor General Phillips is occafionally 

employed feparately from the ftricr line of his department. This does not proceed 

from inattention to the explanation of hi!:> Majtil:y's plealllre two years ago; but fro tn 

abf()lute neceffity. 1'he itaff being compoied without any Britifh major general, Bri

gadier Frafer being pofted \Vhere he is of infinite ufe, at the head of the advanced 

corps, the fervice would fuiler in the moft material degree if the talents of General 

Pb1llips were not fuffered to extend beyond the limits of the artillery, and I hold 

myldt fully j ufl i6cd in continuing the great ufe of his affiftancc under this extcnG.on, 

by what lunderfrand to be the fignificauon of the King'5 pleafurc to ~ ir Guy Carkton, 

viz. '!'hat this mer!fure muft not be made a precedntt, but not forbidding it during the 

prefent exigency. 
I flatter myielf the King will be fatisfied with the diligence ufed in taking the fltld, 

as well as with the fubfequent operations ; if not, my difappointment can only procerd 

fron1 1ny own deficiency in H-ating the embarraffinents I found, notwithftanding pre

vious preparations and cordial afliUances. n_en1ote fituations of the troops, currents, 

winds, roads, want of materials for caulking the veffels, inactivity and defertion of 

the Canadian cm·vees, \\'ere all againfi tne. A great difficulty lay in providing horfes 

and carriao-es for the bare rranfport of proviGons and tents, \vhen we i11ould arrive at 
b 

~ . 

Fort Gem-ne, or any other place where the arm)' ihould have no reiource of water 

carriage. 
0

1 found an aCtive, and I think a reafonable contraCtor, who fupplicd 

this neceility at a m11ch cheaper rate thnn it could have been done any other ;av. 

Z , 1 in-
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I 1nclofe a copy of the contraCt: to the treafury, to which I refer you. You will ob

ferve that I have limited the number to the n1ere indifpenfible purpofes of provifions 

and tents, trufting to the country for the further affiftance of officers bago-age and the 

other attirail of an army. Experience already fhews me that I judged 
0

rioht in not 

truiting to the country for more; for had this precaution been omitted, Ib Ihould be 

bound fafl: to the fpot where I am, or obliged to return by water to Ticonderoo-a. 

I avow alia to you my advice to General Carleton to grant commiffions to t~\'O pro

vincial battalions, to-be raiie~ _from Albany and ~harlotte County, by a Mr. Je!fup 

and a Mr. Peters, upon conditiOn that the comm1ffions ihould not take place till two 

thirds of the corps fhould be effective, provincial corps, acting zealoufly in the King's 

caufe, mufl have great impreffion upon public opinion, and will, befides, in fact be 

of fingnlar ufe to the eafe and prefervation of the regular troops. 

Upon this principle, therefore, I have not hefitated further to receive and to pav 

fuclil 1oyalifis as have come in \\ ith their arms fince the fuccefs of Ticonderoga, and 

\vifh to be employed. Though I have not power to grant con1mifilons, I pofl: the 

officers, and form them into companies till the meafure can be decided by thofe who 

have more authority. 

1 hope all thefe articles of expence will meet with the fupport of your opinion; and 

have only to add, that as no job fhall be done myfelf, fo will I ufe all efforts to pre. 

'ent fuch being done by others. 

I am indifpenfibly obliged to wait fome time on this pofition, to clear roads and 

rr1ake bridges, which is great labour in this country, and to bring up a frock of 

provifion, and alfo to give time to the gun-boats, bateaux, and proviGon vefiels to 

be put into Lake George to fcour that lake, and fecure the future route of the maga

zines. I propofe to poifefs Fort Edward at the fame time that the force is ready to 

n1ove dovvn the lake, by which means, if the enemy do not evacuate Fort George, 

the garrifon muft inevitably be caught. In the mean whil€ I have ordered Reidefel 

to make roads, reconnoitre the country, and make all other pofiible feints of a march 

to the ConneCticut, and by fame other meafures I hope to give alarms that way. 

INsTRuCTIONs for Lieutenant Colonel Amendtnents 1nade by Gen. Burgoyne. 

Baume, on a fecret expedition to the Con

neflicut River. 

['l'he erajureswere made by Ge11. Burgoyne.*] 

THE object of your expedition is to 

try the affeCtions of the country, to 

difconcert the co'mcils of the enemy, to 

t:nount the Reidefel's dragoons, to cam

pleat Peters's corps, and to obtain large 

i\.1pplies of cattle, horfes, and carriages. 

The feveral corps, of which the in

clofed is a lift, are to be under your 

command. 
The 

~· The erafures are printed in Italics, and the amendments in the ·oppofite column .. 
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The troops 1nuft take no tents, and 

what little baggage is carried by officers 

muft be on their own bat horfes. 

You are to proceed by the route fro1n 

Batten Kill to Arlington, and take poft 

there, Jo as to Jecure the pajs from Man

c~efler. You are to remain at .dr!ington 

t11l the detachment of the Provincials, 

under the command of Captain Sher

wood, fhall join you fron1 the fouth

ward. 
You are then to proceed to Manche

fter, where you will take poft fo as to 

fecure the pafs of the 1nountains on the 

road from Manchefter to Rockingham ; 

from hence you will detach the Indians 

and light troops to the northward, to

ward Otter Creek. On their return, and 

alfo receiving intelligence that no enemy 

is in force in the neighbourhood of Rocking

ham ( 1) you will proceed by the road over 

the rnountains to Rockingham, where you 

will take poft. This will be the moft 

diftant part on the expedition. ( 2) 
You are to remain there as long as ne

cejfary to fulfil the intention of the expediti

on from thence ( 3) and you are afterwards 

to defcend by the Connecticut River to 

Brattlebury, and from that place, by the 

quickeft march, you are to return by 

the great road to Albany. 
During your whole progrefs your de~ 

tachtnents are to have orders to bring in 

to you all horfes fit to rnount the dra

goons under your command, or to ferve 

as bat horfes to the troops, they are like

'wife to bring in (4) [addles and bridles as 

can be fou nd . (5) 
Your parties are likewife to bring in 

waggons and other convenient carriages, 

with as many draft oxen as will be necef

fary to draw them and all cattle fit for 

Daughter (milch cows excepted) which 

arc to be left for the ufe of the inhabi-
an ts. 

Amendn1ents by General Burgoyne. 

( 1) upo;z the Conncfticut River, 

( 2) And mufl be proceeded upo11 w ith 

caution, as yo-u will bave the defile of the 

mountains behind you, whicb might make 

a retreat dijficult; )'OU mufl therefore en

deavour to be well informed of the force of 

the enemy's militia in the neighbouring coun

try. 
Should you find it may with prudence bt 

eff'etled. 
(3) while the Indians a11d light troops are 

detached up the river. 

(4) together 'with as many. 

( 5) 'I he number of horjes requijite, be

fides tboJe necejTary for mounting the regi

ment of dragoons, ()ttght to be I 300. If 
you can bring tnore for the uje of tbe army 

it uril/ be jo much the better. 

z 2 
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tants. Regular recei1.~ts, in the fonn 

hereto fubjoined, are to be given in all 

places where any of the abovetnentioned 

articles are taken, to fuch perfons as have 

remained in their habitations, and oth r

wife complied with the terms of General 

Burgoyne's manifefto; but no receipts 

to be given to fuch as are known to be 

acting in the fervicc of the rebeh. ( 6 ). 

Amendments by General Burgoyne .. 

(6.) As you will ha·ve w/th )'OU pe1jons 

peJfeEJZ)• acquainted with tbe abilities of the 

country, it may perbeps be advifeab!e to 

tax the fe'veral diflri{fs ·::.;itb the portions of 

the je7-•erczl a 'tides, and limit the bou;·s for· 

their deli7. 1er)' ; and jhould )Ott find it uece(

ajfm} to move before Jucb de!h:ery can -be 

made, bojfages of tbe mojl -rejpcflabte people 

foou!d be taJ:e;1, to jecu:re tbeir follocz.;._·ing 

;ou the enfuii!g day. All po.flib!e means are 

to be tifed to prevent plzmdering . 

./Js it is probable that Captain Sher

•wood, <cJ.:ho is already detacbed to tbe Jouth

ward, and will joi;z )'OU at .Arlington, will 

dri·ve in a co;:jiderable quantity of cattle 

and ho1jes to you, )'OU will tberefore Jmd 

in this cattle to tbe anny, with a proper 

detacbti2ent from Peters's cotps, to co·ver 

them, in order to dijencwmber )'Ozajelf; but 

you mufl always keep the regiments of dra

goons compafl. 
The dragocns themjeh'es mufl ride, and 

take care of the horjes of the regiment. 

'I'hoje horjes wbich are dejlined for the uJ~ 

of the arnry muft be tied togetber by flrings 

of ten each, in order that one man ma)' lead 

ten horjes. You will gi-ve the unarmed me1z 

of Peters's corps to conduft them, and inha

bitants whom, )'OU can trujl. You 1ttujl al

ways take your camps in good pojitio,1; but 

at the fame time wbere there is paflure, and 

you mufl ha·ve a chain of centinels round 

)'Our cattle and horjes when gral:ing. 

Colonel Skeene will be 'With you as much 

as pojJible, in order to aJ!ijl )'OU with his 

advice, to help you to diflirgt-tijh t.be good 

Jubjefts from the bad, to procure )'OU the beft 

intelligence of the enemy, and to chuje thqje 

people who are to bring me the accounts of 

your progrejs and juccejs. 

When you find it necejfary to halt for a 

day or two, you muft ahva)'S entrench tl1e 

camp of the regiment of dragoons, in order 

never to rijk an attack or affront from the 

tJumy. As 
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You will ufe all poffible means to 

n1ake the country believe that the troops 

tmder your cotnmand are the advanced 

corps of the anny, and that it is intend

ed to pafs the Connecticut on the road 

to Bofton. You will likewiie ha7N it 

injimwted ( 7) that the n1ain army fron1 

Albany is to be joined at Springfield by 

a corps of troops from Rhode Ifland. 

1'"ou 1.oill fend off" occ:(l.jionally cattle or 

carriages, to pre-vent being too much incum

bered; and will give me as frequent intelli

gence of your jituation as poj}ible. 

It is highly probable that the corps. 

tmder Mr. Warnei\ now fuppo~cd to be 

at Manchefier.) will retreat before you; 

but fl1ould they, contrary to expecta

tion, be able to collect in great force_, 

and poft themfelves advantageouf1y, it 

is left to your difcretion to attack thern 

or not, always bearing in 111ind that your 

corps is too valuable to let any confide

rable lofs be hazarded on this occafion. 

Should any corps be n1oved from Mr .. 

Arnold's n1ain army, in order to inter

cept your retreat, you are to take as. 

ftrong a poft as the c.ount~y will afford,. 

and fend the quickeft Intclllgence to n1e, 

and you may depend on my making fuch 

a movement as ihall put the enemy be

tween two fires, or otherwife effectually 

fuftain you. 
It is imagined the progrefs of the 

who1e of this expedition may be efFected 

in about a fortnight, but every n1ove

ment of it muft depend upon your fuccefs 

in obtaining fuch fupply of provifions as 

will enable you to fubfift for your return 

to the army, in cafe you can get n.o 

more. (8) 

All perfons aB:ing in committees, or 

any officers acring under the directions 

of Congref.<;, either civil or military, are 

to be made prifoners-. 

Amendments by General Burgoyne. 

As )'OU 'Will return with tbe regiment of 

dr·a~·ocns mounted, _·vou mujl ah.Vrt)'S hrz·ve a 

detacbment of Captain Frf'jer's or PeteJS>s 

corps i;z front ~( tbe column, and tbe !(!me in 

tbe rear, in or;1er to pre1.:eat ,..,rour jt?llii:g into 

an ambujcade rz.;.:bei! }'CU 1iwi·cb through tbe 

wood.r. 
(7) injiJJttr?te 

(8) And Jhould not the arm)' be able to 

reach Albany before )'OUr expedition jhDuld 

be compleated, I will find meaus to fend you 

1zotice of it,,and gi·ve your route a11other di

rcflioJJ. 
2 



·x.x 111 'A P P E N D I X. 

SrR, Batten ](ill, 12th .Augu.ft, 1777. 

I IIA D the honour of acquainting your Excellency, by a man fent yefterday 

evening by Colonel Skeene to h ::-ad-quarters, of the feveral corps under tny com

mand being encamped at SaratoP.:a, as well as of my intention to proceed the next 

nwrning at five o'clock; the corps tnoved at that time, and marched a mile, when 

I received a letter fron1 Brigadier General Frafer, fignifying your Excellency's 

ordtr to pofl the corps advantagec , y on Batten Kill, till I ihould receive frefh 

inftructions fron1 your Excellency; 11 e corps is now encamped at that place, and 

wait your Excellency's orders. I ~ri ll not trouble you, Sir, with the various re

ports which fpread, as they feem ra ther to be founded on the different interefl:s and 

feelings of the people who occafion them. 
I have tl1e honour to be, mofi: refpeEtfully, 

Your Exc ~llency's moft obedient and humble fervant, 
F. BAUME. 

The reinforcernent of fifty chaffeurs, v1 ich 

your Excellency was pleafed to ~rd cr, 

joined n1e lafi: night at eleven o'cloc~ .. 

Ge11eral Burgoyne. 

S1R, Camb1idge, IJ~h Auguj!, 1777. 

IN confequence of your Excellency's orders I n1oved this morning at four 

o'clock, with the corps under my command; and after a n1arch of fixteen miles 

arrived at Cambridge at four in the evening. 0'1 the road I received intelligence of 

forty or fifty of the rebels being left to guard fome cattle. 1 immediately ordered 

thirty of the provincials and fifty favages to quicl -en their march, in hopes to fur

prize them. 1"'hey took five prifoners in anns, who declared tbemfelves to be in 

the fervice of the Congrefs; yet the e 1emy received advice of our approach, and 

abandoned the houfe they were pofted in. The 1--rovincials and favages continued 

their march about a mile, when they fell in with a party of fifteen 1nen, who fired 

tlpon our people, and imtnediately rook to the woods with the greateft precipita

tion. 1'he fire was quick on our fide, but I cannot learn if the enemy fuf.tained 

-any lofs. A private of Captain Sherwood's company wa~ the only one who was 

flightly wounded in the thigh. From the n1any people who came from Benning

ton they agree that the nmnber of the enen1y ~llnounted to 1 8oo. 1 will be particu-

larly careful, on my approach at that place, to be fully informed of their ihength 

and fituation, and tal·e the precautions neceffary to fulfil both the orders and 

· nil:ructions of your Excellency. 

I cannot afcertain the number of cattle, carts, and waggons taken here, as they 

have not been as yet collected. A few horfes have been alfo brought in, but a1n 

0rry to acquaint your Excellency that the favages either deftroy or drive a\vay 

what is not paid for with ready n1oney. If your Excellency would allow me to 

purchafe the horfes from the f<1vages, ftipulating the price, I think they migbt be 

procured cheap, otherwife they ruin all they meet with, their officers and interp:-e

.rers not having it in their power to controul the1n. Your Excellency may drpend 

3 
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on hearing how I proceed at Bennington, and of ~y fuccefs there : praying my re

fpectful compliments to General Reidefel, 
I am, rnoft refpeB:fully, Sir, 

Your moft obedient and humble fervant, 
F. BAUME. 

P. S. The names of the men taken in arms are as follows. 

George Duncan, John Bell, 

David Slarrow, Matt. Bell. 

Samuel Bell, 

Hugh More, a noted rebel furrendered himfelf yefrerday evening. 

The e.xprefs left Cambridge at 4 o'clock on the morning of the I 4-th of Auguft. 

SIR, Sancoick, 14th Augujl, 1777, 9 o'clock. 

I have the honour to inform your excellency, that I arrived here at eight in the 

morning, having had intelligence of a party of the enemy being in pofieffion of a 

mill, \Vhich they abandoned at our approach, but in their ufual way fired from the 

bullies, and took their road to Bennington ; a favage \Vas fiightly wounded ; they· 

broke do \ 7 11 the bridge which has retarded our march abo\'e an hour, they left in 

the mill about feventy·eight barrels of very fine flour, rooo buihels of wheat, 20 

barrels of falt, and about I oool. worth pearl and pot aib. I have ordered thirty pro

vincials and an officer to guard the provifion and the pafs of the bridge. By five pri

foners taken here, they agree that I 500 to 1 8oo men are in Bennington, but are fup

pufed to leave it on our · approach ; I will proceed fo far to-day as to fall on the 

tbe enemy to-morrow early, and make fuch difpofition as I think neceifary from the· 

intelligence I may receive. People are flocking in hourly, but want to be armed; 

the favages cannot be controuled, they ruin and take every thing they pleafe. 

I am, 
Your excellency's xnoil: obedient, 

hu1nble fervant,. 

Beg your excellency to pardon the hurry of this letter,. 

it is wrote on the head of a barrel. 

Gtneral BurgO)•ne •. 

Jnjlruftions to Colonel Skeene, upon the expedition to Benningtono 

SIR, 
I requefi the favour of you to proceed with Lieutenant Colonel Baume, upon an 

expedition of wh~ch he has the command,. and which will n1arch this evening, or 

to-morrow mornmg •. 
The objeCts of his orders are to try the affections of the country; to difconcert the 

councils of the enemy; to mount the regiment of Reidefel dragoons;. to corn pleat 

L1eutenant Colonel Peters's corps, and to procure a large fupply of horfes for. the ufe 

. ef the troops,. together with cattle and carriages, The. 

xxxxix 
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The route marked for this expedition is to Arlington and 1v1ancheflcr, and in cafe 

it fho uld be found that the et1emy is not in too great force tlpon the Connetl:icut river, 

it is intended to pafs the n1ountains to Rockingham, _and defcend the river from thence 

to B. attlebury. Some hours before the corps marches for Arlington, Colonel Peters 

\Vith all his men are to fet fon\·ard for Bcnnington, and after\\'ards are to join at 

Arlington. 
Receipts are ordered to be giYen for all horfes and cattle taken from rhe c01mtry. 

Lieutenant Colonel Baurne is directed to communicate to you the refr of his in

fiructions, and to co.nfult with you upon all matters of intelligence, negotiariun with 

the in.!1abitants, -roads, and other means depending upon a knowledge of the country 

for carrying his inftruCtions into execution. 

I rely upon your zeal and aCtivity for the fullefr affiitance, particularly in having 

it underfrood in all the country through which you pafs, that the corps 0f Lieutenant 

Colonel Baume is the firfr detaclunent of the advanced guard, and that the 'iYhole army 

is proceeding to Bofron, expeCting to be joined upon the route by the atmy from 

Rhode Iiland. 
I need not recommend to you to continue the requifites of the fervice with every 

principle of humanity in the n1ode of obtaining the1n ; and it may be proper to in

form the country that the means to prevent their cattle and hories being taken for 

the future, will be to refift the enemy \vhen they :!hall prefume to force them, and 

driYe them voluntarily to my camp. 
I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

J. BuRGOYNE. 

CALCULATION 



CALCULATIONS of the Number of Carts that will carry Proviiions for the following Number of Men. 

Number of 1\!en for 

Io,coo !vlcn Cart~ 

-1-,~~·,--:--·,~;-5-rl~i-7- -8- -9--:- -I-I ~ I 3 : ~i-:-1-:--:- ~ -:T:-( 6o r:-
Day, Day.. ,Days. Days. ,Days. DaY'· ,Days. ,Days. Da ys.,Da ys., Days.,Da y s. Da ys,:Da ys. ,Days. t•ys.,Days. Days. Days. Days.,Da ys.

1 

Days. DaY'· 

38 I 7 5 II I31 ISO lr88l226l263; 300; 338; 37 5; 413; 45~;::;~~;~~~6oo; 638:678:716 :~o ~~25[50!3375 
_._,_,_,_,_!_,_,_,_1-'-'--1-1--'-'-'-'-l--'-'--·-

~coo 11en Carts 

~coo !\1cn Carts 

> 
p 

3000 lVT en Carts 

'9 I 38 I Si I 75 I 94 11131 1321 15° I I69l rl~S 12o7! ~26 h45I263I2S2I3°0 13'9,339l3s8/37 si $63,1I2)r688 

-~·--·---~-·-·-. _,_,_:_,_,_1--1--1-----·---'--'-- __ I __ 

~~_:_~~~_:_~~~-=-~'o51 uol 135~~50 1'65~~8oi~9512!01~~~240 255 _27G 285: 450~oo:= 

_:_·~~~~~:~~_:_~_:_~_:_~~_:~ 1241~35:~:~_::~69lrso; '92 203/2I4 =~~sj~j~o~ 
2000 Men Carts 8 I 15 I 23 1 30 I 38 I 45 I 53 I 6r I 68 I 7 5 I 83 I 9~ I 98 lwsl 11 3 I 120 1128! I 55! 143/ 150 /225!450 /67 s 

I 

1000 Men Carts 1--:-l-8 1-:-;~;-:-;-:-;-:-;-:-;--:-1-:-1~~~~;;~;~ 53 i~~~-:-~-:-;-:-,-:-~~;~~ 31226 I 33~ 

$CO ~1en Carts -21-=-1-6-;-8 1-:-;-:-;-:-;~;-:-,-:-,-:-,~~ ,~;~~~~~9130 132 -:- 36 ~~~;;~13;~~ 
--j-.-~-J-1-1-J--1-;-1-:-J--1-1--:-.-1----I-,-~--

The above Table made, allowing 3 pounds w;.:-ig1r to the Ration anJ Soo pounch to t 11e Cart I..r)a L 

N ATH A 'N 1 EL D."'. Y; Con;rn . .ff..;ry General. 
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Extrafl of a Letter from Lieutenmtt General Burgoyne, to Sir Guy Carleton, dated 

flead-fGuarttrs, at Skenejborough Houje, I Itb 'july, 1777. 

I REQYEST your Excellency to take into confideration the expediency of fupply .. 

ing from Canada, a garrifon for Ticonderoga. 

My communication \vill \Viden fo much as I proceed, the drain upon the army for 

pofts \Vill be fo confiderable, not to fpeak of detac l1 ments and fafe-guards to protect 

and to a\ve the country, that if that firft diminution is not replaced, my effective 

ftrength may become inadequate to the fervices intended. My prefent intelligence is. 

that Putnam is colleCting an army to oppofe me at Saratoga. Fort Ed·ward is alfo 

tal ked of to fuftain a fiege. 

Your excellency will, I am fure, agree \Vith n1e that Ticonderoga, or fome other 

fortified poft on the South part of Lake Champlain, ought to be confidered on the 

frontiers of the province of Canada. I am aware of the difficulties that arife from 

the manner in \vhich the Secretary of State's orders are penned ; but I fubmit to 

your Excellency, \vhether, under the principle laid down in the beginning of the 

order, and afterwards repeated, that 3000 men were held Juificient for tbe defence o.f 

that province, you would not be ju11ified in fparing for the purpofe of this garrifon,. 

the overplus of the 3000 that may remain after compleating .ny army. 

And notwithfianding the corps for the Canada fervice are precifely named by 

the Secretary of State, I would further fubmit whether, upon my preffing requifition7 

the garrifon might not jufiifiably be furniihed by detachment, even though there was 

no overplus, under the following v.rords of the order; after haviugjecured to him, 

(Lieutenant General Burgoyne) every a.Jjiflance which it is in your power to afford and 

procure. Your Excellen~y's zeal for the fervice and favour towards me, will be better 

interpreters for the latitude I propofe, than any thing I can further fuggefr ; my 

11refent purpofe, Sir, is to g~t a fufficient number of gun-boats upon the Lake 

George to fcour that lake as exped.itioufly as poffible, to- fupport them with a proper 

force to attack Fort George on that fide, while with the main of the army as foon as re .. 

freilied and fupplied, I attack Fort Edward from hence, and therebycut off the corn· 

munication from Albany to, Fon George, and con(equently prevent the fuccour or 

retreat of that garriiOn .. 

E~·traft of a Letter from Lieutenant General Burgoyne1 to Sir Guy Carleton, Head· 

~uarter;, near Fort Anne, July 29th 1777. 

THE conftruction your excellency puts. upon the orders of the Secretary of State, 

is too full and decifive for me to prefume to trouble you further upon the fubjeet of 

a garrifon for Ticonderoga frmn Canada, I muO: do as \\'ell as I can, but I am fure 

your Excellency, as a foldier, 'vill think my fituation a little difficult. A breach into 

my communication muft either ruin my army entirely, or oblige me to return in 

fo:ce to refiore, which might be the lofs of the campaign. 1"\l l)revent a breach, 

T1conderoga and Fort George muft be in very refpettable ftrength, and I muft 

befides have .pofrs at Fort Edv;,'ard and other carrying-places. Thefe drains added to 

~ommon acc1dents and loifes of fer vice, \:trill necefiarily render me very inferior. in 
pomt 
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point of numbers to the enemy, whoin I mu!t expect always to find ftrongly pofied. 
I afk pardon for dwelling fo much upon this fubjett, and have only to add rny re

quefl: to your Excellency to forward the additional companies as expeditiotlfly as 
may be. 

Copy of Lieutt11ant-Ge11eral Burgoyne's Letttr to Colonel Baume. 

S I R, 
Near Saratoga~ Augufl: 14, 1777· Seven at Night. 

TI-JE accounts you have fent me are very fatisfactory, and I have no doubt of every 

part of your proceeding continuing to be the fame. 
I beg the favour of you to report whether the road you have paffed is practicable-, 

and if fo., if it is convenient for a confiderable corps with cannon. 
Should you find the enemy too ftrongly pofted at Bennington, and mainta·ining 

fuch a countenance as n1ay make an attack imprudent, I wifh you to take a poft where 

you can maintain yourfelf till you receive an anfwer from me-, and I will either fupport 

you in force, or withdraw you. 
You will pleafe to fend off to my ·camp, as foon as you can, waggons, and draft 

cattle, and likewife f u.ch other cattle as are not neceffary for your fu bfiftence. 

Let the waggons ~nd carts bring off all the flour and wheat they can that you do 

not retain for the f-ame ,purpofc. This tranfport muft be under the charge of a .corn .. 

million officer. 
I will write _you at full to-morrow in regard to getting horfes out of the hands of the 

favages. 
In the mean time any you can collect from them, fit to mount the regiments, at a low 

price, ihall be allowed. 
1 am with great efteem, Sir, 

Y mar rnoft obedient humble fervant .. 
J. BuRGOYNE. 

Colontl St. Leger''s Account of Occurrences at Fort Stanwix. .. 

A MINUTE detail of every operation £nee my leaving La Chine, with the de .. 

'tachrnent entrufted to my care, your Excellency will permit me to referve to a 

time of lefs hurry and mortification than the prefent, ·while I enter into the inter~fting 

fcene before Fort Stanw1x, which 1 invefted the Jd of Auguft, having prevwuily 

pufhed forward Lieutenant Bird of the King's reigment, with thirty of the King.'s 

troops and two hundred Indians, under the direction of Captains Hare and Wilfon, 

and the chiefs Jofeph and Bull, to feize fafi hold of the lower landing-place, and there

by cut off the enemy's communication with the lower country.-This was done with 

great addrefs by the lieutenant, though not attended \Yith the effect I had promifed 

myfelf, occafioned by the ilacknefs of the Meffafagoes. The b:·igade of provifion an~ 

ammunition boats I had intelligence of, being; arrived and d1fembarked before th1a 

party had taken pofi. 
A a . The 

xliii 
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The fourth and fifth \\"ere employed in making arrangements for opening Vv~ ood 

Creek (which the enemy, '\Vith the indefatigable labour of one hundred and fifty 

rnen, for fourteen d::tys, had mofl: effectually choa1<ed up) and the making a tempo

rary road from Pine Ridges upon FiD1 Creek, fixteen miles from the fort, for a 

prefent fupply of provifion and the tr:.tnfport of our artillery: the firft \\ras effeeted 

by the diligence and zeal of Captain Bouville, affiCted by Cc:~ptain Harkimer of the 

Indian department, with one hundred and ten n1en, in nine days ; while Lieutenant 

Lnndy, acting as affiitant quarter-mafier general, had rendered the road in the \'i'orft. 

of weather, fufficicntl y practicable to pafs the '\V hole artillery and fiores, ·with feven 

days provifion, in t\vo days. 

On the 5th, in the evening, intelligence arrived by my difcovering· parties on the 

MtJha\vk River, that a reinforcement of eight hundred militia, conduCl:ed by General· 

lferkimer, \Vere on their march to relieve the garrifon, and were actually at that in. 

flant at Orifka, an Indian fettlement, t\\·elve miles from the fort. The garrifon be"' 

ing apprifed of their march hy four men, who \vere feen enter the fort in th~ mor

ning, thrcugh \Vhat \\'as thought an impenetrable fwamp, 1 did not think it pru .. 

dent to wait for them, and thereby {ubjeB: myfdf to be atrackcd by, a fally from the 

garrifon in the rear, ·while the reinforcement employed me in front. I therefore dc

tern1ined to attack them on the march, either openly or covertly, as circumftances 

fhou1d offer. At this time, I had not tvvo hundred and fifty of the King's troops in

camp; the various and extenfive operations I ·was under an abfolute neceffity of 

entering into, having employed the rcft; and therefore, could not fend above eighty

white men, rangers and troops included, with the whole corps of Indiaus. Sir Jolnt 

Johnfon put himfelf at the head of this party, and began his march that evening at 

five o'clock, and met the rebel corps at the fame hour the next morning. The im

petuofity of the Indians is not to be defcribed on the fight of the enemy (forgetting the 

judicious difpofition formed by Sir John, and agreed to by themfelves, which was, to 

fuffer the attack to begin with the troops in front, while they {bould be on both flanks 

and rear) they rufued in, hatchet in hand, and thereby g.ave the enemy's rear an op

portunity to efcape. In relation to the victory, it \vas equally complete, as if the 

whole had fallen ; nay more fo, as the two hundred ·who efcaf)ed-only fervcd to fpread 

the panic wider; but it \Vas not fo \Vith the Indians ; their lofs was great (I muft be 

underftood Ind.jan computation, being only about thirty killed, and the like number 

'vounded, and in that number fome of their favourite chiefs and confidential warriors 

were :llain.) On the enemy's fide, a1mofi all their principal leaders were fla1n. Ge

neral Herkimer has fince died of his wounds. It is proper to mention, that the four 

tnen detached with intelligence of the march of the reinforcement, fet out the evening 

before the aCtion, and confequently the enen1y could have no account of the defeat, 

and were in pofTeHion only, of the time appointed for their arrival; at which, as. I 

fufpected~ they made a fally with two hundred and fifty men towards Lieutenant Bird's 

poft, to facilitate the entrance of the relieving corps, or bring on a general en· 

gagement, ~v ith every advantage they could wifh. 

Captain Hoyes was irnmediately detached to cut in upon their rear, while t~cy 

engaged the lieutenant. Immediately upon the departure of Captain I--I oyes, hav.Ing 

learned that Lieutenant Bird, Inined by the information of a cowardly Indian, 

tlut Sir John was preiled) had qu itted his pofr to n1arch to his affiH:.ance, I marched 

· 
the 
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t-he detacbtnent·of the King's regiment, in fupport of Captain Hoyes,. by a roa-d in 

fight of the ~arrifon, which, .wi.th executive fire fr01n his party, immediately drove 

the enemy I~to .. the fort, without 8ny f~rther ~dvantage than frightening fame 

fq~1aws and .pilfenng the packs of the warnors wh1ch they left behind them. After 

this affair was over,. orders were immediately .given. to compleat a two-gun battery, 

and mortar beds, w1th three fhong redoubts In thetr rear, to enable me, in cafe of 

another attempt, to relieve the garrifon by their regitnented troops, to n1arch out a 

larger body -of the King's troops. 

Cai:Jtain L~rnoult ~as fent wi~h I 10 men to the lower landing place, where he 

eftablJ!hed .hunfelf. wtth great JUdgment and ftrength, . having an enclofed battery 

of a three-gounder oppofed to any fally from the fort, and another to the fide of 

the country, where a relief muft approach; and the body of hi.s camp deeply en

trenched and abhatifed. 
When by the unabating labour of officers and 1nen (the frnallnefs of our num

bers never admitting of a relief, or above three hours ceifation for fleep or cooking) 

the batteries and redoubts were finifhed, and new cheeks and axle-trees made for 

the fix-pounders, thofe that were fent being reported rotten and unferviceable. 

It w as found that our cannon had not the leafl: effect upon the fod-work of the. 

fort, and that our royals . had only. the power of teizing, as a fix-inch plank was a . 

fufficient fecurity for . their powder 1nagazine, as we learnt from the deferrers. 

At this time Lieutenant Glenie of the artillery, whon1 I had appointed to act as 

affiftant engineer.) propofed a converfion of the royals (if I ma'y ufe the exprefiion) 

into howitzers. The ingenuity and feafability of this tneaiure ftriking me very 

ftrongly, the bufinefs- was fet about immediately, and · foon executed, when it was 

found that nothing prevented their operating with the defired effeB: but the difl:ance, . 

their chambers being too frnall to hold a fufficiency of powder.. There . was nothing. 

now to be done but to approach the town by_ fap to fuch a diftance that the ram

part might be bronght within their portice, . at the fame time all materials were , 

preparing to run a mine under their mofl: formidable baftion. . 

In the midft of thefe . operations intellig~nce was brought in by our fcouts, of a 

fecond corps of Iooo.men being on their march . . The fame zeal no longer animated 

the Indians; they complained of ·our· thinnefs · of troops and their former loffes • . 

I immediately called a .council of the chiefs; encouraged thetn as much as I could; . 

promifed to lead thern on 1nyfelf, and bring into the field 300 of the beft troops. 

They lifi.ened to this, and promifed to follow 1ne, and agreed that I ihould recon

noitre the ground prop~reft for the field of battle the next morning, accon1panied 

by f01ne of thei.r chief warriors, to fettle the plan of operations. When upon the ' 

around appointed for the fie.ld of battle, fcouts came in with the account of the firft 

~umber i\velled to 2000; immediately after a third, that General Burgoyne's army 

was cue to pieces, and that :Arnold was advancing, by rapid and forced tnarches, 

with 3000 men. It: was at this moment I began to fufpe.B: cowardice in ~ome, and 

treafon .in others; however I returned to camp? not Without hopes, w1th the af

fiftance of my gallant coadjutor, Sir John J ohnfon, and the influence of the fuper

iptending colonels, Claus and Butler, of inducing them to meet the enemy. A _ 

council, according to their cuftom, was called, to know their refolutions, before the. 

breaking up of v.: hich· I learned that 2oo were already decamped. lri about an hou r 
they , 
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t11ey in!ifted that I fl1ould retreat, or they would be obliged to abandon me. 1 had 

no other party to take, and a hard party it was to troops who could do nothing 

without them, to yield to their refolves; and therefore propofed to retire at night, 

fending on before my fick, wounded, artillery, &c. down the Wood Creek, co

vering them by our line of march. 

This did not fall in with their views, which were no lefs than treachero fly com

mitting ravage upon their friends, as they had loft the opportunity of doing it 

'l1pon their enemies. To effect this they artfully caufed meifengers to come in, 

one after the other, vith accounts of the nearer approaches of the rebels; one and 

the laft affirmed that they were within two n1iles of Captain Lernoult's poft. Not 

giving entire credit to this; and keeping to tny tefolution of retiring by night, they 

grew furious and abandoned; feized upon the officers' liquor and cloaths, in fpite 

of the efforts of their fervants; and becatne 1nore fon11i lable than the enemy we 

had to expect. I now thought it time to call in Captlin Lernoult's poft, retiring 

with the troops in camp to the ruined fort called Willia1n, in the front of the 

garrifon, not only to wait the enemy, if they thought proper to fa1ly, but to pro

teCt the boats frmn the fury of the favages, having fent forward Captain I--Ioyes, 

with his detachtnent, with one piece of cannon, to the place 'vhere Bull Fort 

ftood, to receive the troops who waited the arrival of Captain Lernoult. M oft of 

the boats were efcorted that night beyond Canada Creek, where no danger was to 

be apprehended from the enemy. The creek at this place bending fi·om the road~ 

has a deep cedar fwamp between. Every attention \Vas now turned to the mouth 

of the creek, which the enemy might have pofleifed themfelves of by a rapid 

march by the Oneyda Cattle. At this place the whole of the little anny arrived by 

twelve o,clock at night, and took poft in fuch a manner as to have no fears of any 

thing the enen1y could do. Here we remained till three o'clock next morning, 

when the boats which could come up the Creek arrived, or rather that the rafcally 

pan of all nacions of the Indians would fuffer to come up; and proceeded acrofs 

Lake Oneyda to the ruined fort of Brereton, where I learnt that fome boats were 

Hill labouring down the creek, after being lightened of the beft part of their freight 

by the Meffafagoes. Captain Lernoult propofed, with a boat full of armed menj 

tb repafs the lake that night, to relieve them from their labour; and fupply them 

with provifion. This tranfaction does as much honour to the humanity as to the 

gallantry of this valuable officer. 

On tny arri\·al at the Onondago Falls I received an anfwer to my letter from 

your Excellency, which fhewed, in the cleareft light, the fcenes of treachery that 

had been pt·actifed upon me. The me!fenger had heard indeed on his way that they 

were collecting the fame kind of rabble as before, but that there was not an enerny 

within forty miles of Fort Stanwix. 

Soon after my arrival here I was joined by Captain Lernoult, with the tnen and 

boats he had been in fearch of. I mean immediately to fend offj for the ufe of the 

:upper garrifon, all the overplus provifion I Dull have, after keeping a fufficiency to 

.carry n1y detad1n1ent down, which I n1ean to do with every expedition in my power 

the moment this bufinefs is effeCted, for which purpofe I have ordered here the 

(now. 1,he !loop is already gone fron1 this 'vith her full lading. 
Officer 
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Officer.s from each corps are fent to Montreal to procure neceffaries for the men, 
'vho are /m a mofr deplorable fituation from the plunder of the favages, that no, time 
may be loft to join your army. 

I have the honour to be, with the greateft refpett~ 
Sir, your Excellency's moft obedient, 

Ojwego, Aug. 17) 1777· and moft faithful fervant, 
BARRY ST. LEGE.R.. 

His Excellency General Burgoyne. 

Copy of a Letter fro-m Lieutenant-General Burgoyne to Lord George Germain, dated 

MY LORD, 
at Albany, 2oth Ottober, 1 777· 

~0. poffibility of communication with your Lordfhip having exifled Iince the 
begmnmg of September, at which time my laft difpatch was fent away, I have to re
por~ to your Lordfhip the proceedings of the army tmder my command from that 
penod: a ferie" of hard toil, incelfant effort, ftubborn aCtion ; till difabled in the 
c.oll~t~ral branches of the anny by the total defeCtion of the Indians ; the defertion or· 
timidity of the Canadians and Provincials, fome individuals excepted ; difappointed in 
the laft hope of any timely co-operation from other armies ; the regular troops re
du~~d by loffes from the beft parf to 3500 fighting men, not 2ooo of which were 
Bntrfh; only three days provifions upon fhort allowance in ftore ; invefted by an army 
of 16,ooo men, and no apparent means of retreat remaining, I called into council all 
the generals, field officers, and captains commanding corps, and by their unanimous. 
concurrence and advice~ I was induced to open a treaty with Major General Gates. 

Your Lordfhip '~rill fee, by the papers tranfmitted herewith, the difagreeable pro
fpeCt which attended the firft overtures; and when the terms concluded are compared~ 
I truft that the fpirit of the councils I have mentioned, ·which under fuch circum
ftances dittated inftead of fubmitting, will not be refufed a ihare of credit. 

Before I enter upon the detail of thefe events, I think it a duty of juftice, my Lord, 
to take upon myfelf the meafure of having paffed the I-Iudfon's River, in orde! to 
force a paliage to Albany ~ I did not think myfelf authorifed to call any men m to 
council, when the peremptory tenor of my orders and the feafon of the year admitted 
no alternative .. 

Provifions for about thirty days having been brought forward, the other neceffary 
ftores prepared~ and the bridge of boats completed, the army paffed the f-Iudfon"~ 
River on the 13th and 14th of September, and incamped on the heights, and in the 
plain of Saratoga, the enemy being then in the neighbourhood ?f Stillwater. . . 

The whole army n1ade a movement forward, and in camped In a good pofiuon m a 
place called Dovacote. 

It being found that there were feveral bridges to repair, that work was begun under 
cover of ftron~ detachments, and the fame opportunity was taken to reconnoitre the 
country~ 

The army renewed their march, repaired other bridges, and encamped upon ad-
vantageous ground about four miles from the enemy. . . 

The enemy appeared in confiderable force to obftruB: the further .repair of bndges, 
and with a view, as it was conceived,_ to draw on an action where artillery could not 

4 be 
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be em ployed. A fmalllofs \Vas fuftained in ikirm!ihing, but the work of the bridges 

\vas effeEt:ed. 
T he pafl:1ges of a great ravine, and other roads towards the enemy, having been 

reconnoitred, the army advanced in the fo11owing Ofder. 

Brigadier General Frafer's corps, fuflained by Lieutenant Colonel Breyman's corps, 

made a circuit, in order to pafs the ravine commodioufly, without quitting the height~ 

and afterwards to cover the march of the line to the right. Thefc corps moved in 

three columns, and had the Indians, Canadians, and Provincials upon their fron ta 

and fla nks. T he Briuih line led by me in perfon paffecl the raYine in a direct !i n~.": 

fouth, and formed in order of battle as faft as they gained the fummit, \Yhere they 

waited to give time to Frafer's corps to make the circuit, and to enable the left v:i,1::; 

and artillery, ·which, under the commands of Major General Phillips, and lY!&ior 

General Reidefel, kept the great road and meadows near the river in two columns, and 

had bridges to repair, to be equally ready to proceed. The 47th regiment guarded 

the bateaux. 
The fignal guns, which had been previouny fettled to give notice of all the columns 

being ready ·to advance, having been fired between one and two o'clock, the march 

continued. The fcouts and fianken; of the column of the Britifh line were foon fired 

upon from fmall parties but with no effect. After about an hour's march, the picquets, 

which made the advanced guard of that column, \\rere attacked in force, and obliged. 

to give ground, but they foon rallied and were fufiained. 

On the firft opening of the wood I formed the troops. A few cannon-fhot dif

lodged the enemy at a houfe from whence the picquets had been attacked, nnd Brigadier 

General Frafer's corps had arrived with fuch precifion in point of time, as to be found 

tlpon a very advantageous height on the right of the Britifh. 

In the mean time the enemy, not acquainted with the combination of the nurch, 

had moved in great force out of their intrenchments, with a view of turning the line upon 

the right, and being checked by the difpofition of Brigadier General Frafer, counter

marched, in order to d1re:cr their great effort to the left of the Britifh. 

From the nature of the country, movements of this fort, however near, may be 

effected without a poffibility of their being difcovered. 

About three o'clock the aCtion began by a very vigorous attack on the Britifb line, 

and continued with great obfrina<:y till after funfet. The enemy being continually 

fupplied with frefh troops, the ftrefs lay upon the 20th, 2 rft, and 62d regiments, moft 

parts of which were engaged near four hours without intermiffion; the 9th had been 

ordered early in the day to form in referve. _ 

Tht> grenadiers and 24th regiment were fome part. of the time brought into aCtion, 

as were part of the light infantry, and all thefe corps charged \Vith their ufual fpirit. 

The riflemen, and Dther parts of Breyman's corps, were alfo of fervice; but it w ;ls 

not thought advifable to evacuate the heights where Brigadier General Frafer \Vas 

pofted otherwife than _partially and occafionally. 

Major General Phillips upon firft hearing the firing found his way through a cljffi. 

cult part of the wt>od to the fcene of aCtion, and brought up with him Major Williams 

and f0ur pie<::es of artillery, and from that moment I ftood indebted to that gallant and 

judicious fecond, for inceffant and moft material fervices, particularly for rell:oring the 

.aCtion in a point which was critically preffed by a great fuperiority of fire, and to 

\vhich he led up the zoth regiment at the utmoft perfonal hazard. 

3 
Major 
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~aJor-Gen~ral Riedefel exerted himfelf to bring up a part o( the left wing, arid 

arnved in time to charge the enemy with reaularity and bravery. 

Juft as the light clofed, the enemy gav~ ground on all fides, and left us corn- 

pletely mafters of the field of battle,, with the Jofs of about five hundred tuen on 

their fide, and, as fuppofed, thrice that nun1ber wounded. 

The darknefs preventing a purfuit, the prifoners were few. 

The behaviour of the officers and men in general was exetnplary. Briaadicr

Gem;ral Frafer t?ok h~s pofition in the beginning of the day with great judgme~t, and 

fuftawed the acbon Wlth conftan t prefence of mind and viaour. Brio-adier-General 

Hamilton was the whole time engaged and acquitted himf~lf with gre~t honour, ac

tivity and,good conduCt. 

The artillery in general was difringui!hed., and the. brigade under .Captain J ones,_ 

who was killed in the aCtion, was confpicuoufly fo. 

The army lay upon their arms the night of the r9th, and the next day took a -~ 

pofition nearly within cannon fhot of the enemy, fortifying their rio-ht, and exten~ 

ding their left to the brow of the heights, fo as to cover the m~adows through. 

which the great river runs, and where their bateaux and hofpitals were placed. 

The L!-7th regiment, . the regirnent of Heffe Hanau, and a corps of Provincials in~ 

camped in the meadows as a further fecurity. . , 

It was foon found that no fruits, honour excepted, were attained by the preceding 

viCtory, the enemy working with redoubled ardor to ftrengthen their left: their 

right was already unattackable •. 

li.t 

On our fide it became expedient, to .ereCt ihong redoubts for the proteCtion of the 

magazines and hofpital, not only againft a fudden attack, but alfo for their fecuriry .

in cafe of a n1arch to turn _the enetny's flank. 

A meif~nger arrived from Sir Harry Clinton with a letter in cypher, informing_ Septembe 

me of his intention to attack Fort Montgomery in about ten days from the date 2 z. 

of his letter,. which was the 1 '2th inftant. This was the only meffenger of 1nany_ 

that I apprehend were difp.atched by Sir Willia1n Howe, and him that had -reached 

my camp fince. the beginning of Auguft. He wa.s fent back the fame night to in-

form Sir Harry of my fituation, and of the neceffity of a diverfion to oblige General . 

Gates to detach from his army, and my intention to wait favourable events in that 

pofition, if poilible, to the 1 zth of OCtober. 

In the courfe of the two following days, two officers in difguife, . and Other confi

dential perfons, were difpatched by different routes with verbal meffages to the 

fame effect,_ and I continued fortifying my camp and .watching the enemy, whofe 

numbers increafed every day. 

I thouaht it advifable on the 3d of OCtober to diminilli the fo1diers"' ration in. 

order to kngthen out the provifions_, . to which meafure the army fubmitted .with the 

utmoft chearfulnefs. The. difficulties of a , retreat to Canada were clearly forefeen, .... 

as was the dilemma, 1hould the retreat be effeCted, of leaving at liberty fuch an. 

army. as General Gates's to operate againft Sir William Howe. 

This confideration operated forcibly . to determine 1ne.to abide events . as long ai 

poilible, and I reafoned thus. The exp~dition I .co~manded was evidently ~~ nt 

at firft to be- hazarded. Circumftances mtght requtre 1t fhould be devot&d. A cnttcal 

junction of Mr. Gates's - force with Mr. Wailiington. mig~t poffibly decide the fate 

Bb ~ 
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of the war; the failure of my junction with Sir Harry Clinton, or the lofs of 1ny 
.retreat to Canada could only be a partial misfortune. 

In this fituation things continued till the feventh, when no intelligence having 

been received of the expeCted co-operation, and four or five days for our limited 

ftay in the camp only remained, it was judged advifable to make a movement to 

the enemy's left, not only to difcover whether there were a.ny poil1ble tneans of 

forcing a paffage fhould it be neceffary to advance, or of dif1odging him for the 

convenience of a retreat, but alfo to cover a forage of the arn1y which was in the 

greateft difrrefs on Hccouut of the fcarcity. 
A det 1chment of fifteen hundred regular troops with two twelve pounders, t\70 

howitzers, and fix fix-pounders, were ordered to n1ove, and were commanded by 

myfelf, havmg with me 1\1ajor-General Phillips, M<~ or-General F eidefel, ;;nd 

Brigadier-General Frafer. 
r1 'he guard of the camp upon the heights was left to Brigadier-General Ilamilton 

:and Specht, the redoubts and the plain to Brigadier General Gall; and as the force 

of the enemy imtnediately in their front confiftcd of rr ore than double their num

bers, it was not polTible to augment the corps that 1narched, beyond the numbers 

above ftated. 
I fonned the troops within three-quarters of a n1ile of the enemy's left, and 

Captain Frafer's rangers, with Indians and Provincia]s, had orders to go by fecret 

paths in the woods to gain the enen1y's rear, and by {hewing themfdves there to 

keep them in a check. 
1 he further operations intended, were prevented by a very fudden and rapid attack 

·Of the enemy on our left, where the Britifh grenadiers were pofted to fupport the 

left wing of the line. Major Acland at the head of them fufl:a.!ned the attack with 

great reio]ution; but the enemy's great numbers enabling them in a few minutes to 

extend the attack along the front of the Germans, which were itnmediately on the 

right of the grenadiers, no part of that body could be removed to 1nake a fecond 

line to the flank, where the ftrefs of the fire lay. The right was at this time en

gaged, but it was fo~n obferved that the enemy were marching a large corps round 

their flank to endeavour cutting off their retreat. 1 he light inf ntry and part of the 

24th regitnent which were at that poft were therefore ordered to form a fecond line, 

and to fecure the return of the troops into can1p. vVhile this n1ovement was pro

ceeding the enetny puilied a fre!h and ftrong remforcement to renew the action upon 

the left, which, overpowered by a great fuperiority, gave way, and the light in

fantry and 24th regiment were obliged to tnake a quick n1ovement to fave that point 

fron1 being entirely carried, in doing which, Brigadier-General Frafer was 1nortally 

wounded. 
The danger to which the lines were expofed becoming at th:s tnoment of the 

rnoft ferious nature, orders were given to Major- General PhiJltps and Reidefel to 

cover the retreat, while fuch troops as were moft ready for tht purpofe, returned 

for the defence of them. The troops retreated hard pretTed, but in good order; 

t 1ey were obliged to leave fix pieces of cannon, all the horfes having been killed, 

and tnoft of the artillery-n1en, who had behaved as ufual with the utt oft bravery 

under the cotnmand of Major Williatns, being either killed or wounded. 

The troops had fcarcely entered the catnp when it was fiorme i with great fury, 

he enemy rufhmg to the lines under a fevere fire of grape-fhot and fma11 arms. 

4 The 
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Th.e poft of the light infantry under Lord Ba1carras affifled by fome of the line, 

which threw themfelves by order into the intrenchtnents, was defended with great 

ipirit, and the enemy l~d on b~ General Arnold was finally repulfed, and the General 

wounded; but unhappily the mtrenchments of the German referve commanded bv

Lieutenant-Colonel Breymann, who was killed, were carried', and although 

or?ered to be :ecovered, t?ey never were fo, and the enemy by that n1isfortune 

gamed an opemng on our nght and rear. The night put an end to the aCtion. 
Under the difadvantages thus apparent in our fituation, the army was ordered to 

quit the prefent pofition during the night and take poft upon the heights above the 
hofpital. 

Thus by an entire change of front, to reduce the enen1y to form a new difpofition. 

This movement was effected in great order and without lofs, though all the artillery 

and camp were retnoved at the fame titne. The arrny continued offering battle to 
the ene tny in their new pofition the whole day of the 8th. 

Intelligence was now received that the enen1y were marching to turn the rio-hr, 

and no means could prevent that rneafure but retiring towards Saratoga .. The a~11y 
began to move at nine o,clock at night, Major-General Reidefel commanding the 

van-guard, and Major-General Phillips the rear. 
This retreat, though within mufquet-fhot of the enemy, and encumbered with 

all the baggage of the anny, was tnade without lofs, but a very heavy rain and the 

difficulties of guarding the bateaux which contained all the provifions, occafioned 

delays which prevented the army reaching Saratoga till the night of the 9th, and 

the artillery could not pafs the fords of the Fifh-kill till the morning of the I oth. 

At our arrival near Saratoga, a corps of the enetny, between five and fix hundred,. 

\vere difcovered throwing up intrenchments on the heights, but retired over a ford of 

the Hudfon's River at our approach, and joined a body poil:ed to oppofe our paffage , 

there. 
It was judged proper to fend a detachment of artificers under a fl:rong efcort to re

pair the bridges and open. a road to Fort-Edward on the weft fide of the river. The 

47th regiment, Captain Frafer's markfi11en, and Mackoy's Provincials, were ordered 

for that fervice, but the enemy appearing on the heights of the Fifh-kill in great 

force, and tnaking a difpofition to pafs and give us battle: the 47th regiment and 

Frafer's markfmen were recalled, ; the Provincials left to cover the workmen ac the 

firfl: brid()'e run away upon a very flight attack of a fmall party of the enetny, and 

left the a~tificers to efcape as they- could, wi[hout a poffibili ty of their perforn1ing 

any work. . . 
During thefe different movements the bateaux with prov1fions were frequently 

fired upon from the oppofite fide of .the river, ~nd fome. of them were loft, and 

feveral men were killed and wounded m thofe whxch rematneLL 
The attacks upon the bateaux were continu~d, . feveral were taken and retake~, 

but their fituation beino- much nearer to the matn force of the enemy than to ours, It 

was found itnpoffible t~ fecure .the pro.vifions any otherwife th~n by landi.ng thern 
and carrying them upon the hill : th1s was effected under fire, and with. great 

difficulty. 
The poffible means of further retreat were now. confi.dered in co~nc~ls of war, 

compofed of the generaL officers, minutes of which w1ll be tranfmlttect to your 

Lordihi_p. 
B b 2. T he 
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"l' he only one that feemed at all practicable was, by a night march to gain Fort .. 

Edward with the troops carrying their proviuon upon their backs; the impoffibility 

of repairing briuges·, putting a .conveyance of artillery and carriages out of the 

quefi:ion, it was propofed to force the ford at Fort-Edward, or the ford above it. 

Before this attempt could be made, fcout~ returned with intelligence that the enemy 

were intrenched oppofite thefe fords, and poffdfed a camp in force on the high 

ground between Fort-Edward and Fort-George with cannon. They had alfo parties 

down the whole ihore to watch our motions, and pofi:s fo near to us, upon our own 

fide of the water as mufi: prevent the anny moving a fingle n1il~ undifcovered. 

The bulk of the enemy's army was hourly joined by new corps of militia and vo· 

lunteers., and -their numbers together amounted to upwards of I 6,ooo men. Their 

pofition, which extended three parts in four of a circle round us, was from the nature 

of the ground unattackable in all parts. 

In this fituation -the army took the beft pofition poffib1e and fortified, waiting till the 

13th at night, in the anxious hope of fuccours from our friends, or the next defirable 

expectation, an attack from our enemy. 

Duril!g this time the men lay contin 1ally upon their arms, and were cannonaded in 

every ·part, even nfle-fhot and grape-!hot came into all parts of the line, though with· 

out any confiderable effect. 

At this period an exact account of the provifions was taken, and the circumfrances 

ftated in the opening of this letter became compleat. 

The council of ar \Vas extended to all t ~ field officers and captains commanding 

corps of the army, and the event enfued w 1 iC1~ I am fure was inevitable, and which, I 

truft, in that fituation was honourable, but \ hich it would be fuperfluous and melan

choly to repeat. 
After the execution of the treaty, General Gates drew together the force that had 

furrounded my pofition, and I had the confolation to have as many witneffes as I have 

men under my command, of its amounting to the numbers mentioned above. 

During the events fi:ated above, an attempt was made againft Ticonderoga by an 

army affembled under Major General Lincoln, who found means to tnarch with a con

fiderable corps from Huberton undifcovered, while another column of his force 

paired the mountains between Skenefborough and Lake George, and on the morning 

of the 18th of September a fudden and general attack was made upon the carrying 

})lace at Lake George, Sugar Hill, Ticonderoga, and Mount Independence. The 

fea officers commanding the armed floop ftationed to defend the carrying place, as 

alfo fome of the officers commanding at the pofi:s of Sugar Hill and at the Portage 

were furprifed, and a confiderable part of four companies of the 5 3d regiment \Vere 

made prifoners; a block-houfe, commanded by Lieutenant Lord of the 53d, was the 

only poft on that fide that had time to make ufe of their arms, and they made a brave 

defence till cannon taken from the furprifed veffel was brought againft them. . 

After ftating and lamenting fo fatal a want of vigilance, I have to inform your 

-Lordfhip of the fatisfacrory events which followed. 

The enemy having t\vice fmnmoned Brigadier General Powell, and recei~ed fL~ch 

anfwer as became a gallant officer entrufi:ed with fo important a poft, and havmg tned 

during the courfe of four days feveral attacks, and being repulfed in all, retreated 

'\Vithout having done any COD flderable damage. 

Brigadier General Powell, from whofe report to me I extract this relation, gives 

great commendations to the regiment of Prince Frederick, and the other troop~ fi:a
tlOned 
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tloned. at Mount In~ependence. The Briga~ier alfo mentions \vith great applaufe the 

-behaviOur of Captam Taylor of t~1e 21ft regn:nenr, who was accidentally there on his 

route to the army from the hofp1tal, and Lieutenant Beecroft of the 24th reo·iment1 

who with the artificers in arms defended an important battery. b 

On the 24th inftant, the enemy, enabled by the capture of the gun-boats and ba .. 

teaux which they had made after the furprife of the fioop, to embark upon l~ake 

George, attacked Diamond IGand in two divifions. 

Captain Aubrey and two companies of the 47th regiment, had been pofted at that 

iiland from the time the army paffed the Hudfon's River, as a better fituation for the 

fecurity of the ftores at the fouth end of Lake George than Fort George, which is on 

the continent, and not tenable againft artillery and nun1bers, The enemy were re

pulled by Captain Aubrey with great lofs, and purfued by the gun-boats under his 

command to the eaft fuore, where two of their principal veifels were retaken, together 

with all the cannon. They had juft time to fet fire to the other bateaux, and retreated 

over the mountains. 
. I beg leave to refer your Lordibip for further particulars to my aid-de-camp, Lord 

Peterfham~ and I humbly take occafion to recommend to his Majefty's notice that no

bleman, as one endued with qualities to do important fervices to his country in every 

ftation to which his birth may lead. In this late campaign in particular, his beha

viour has been fuch as to entitle him to the fullefr applaufe, and I am confident his 

merit will be thought a fufficient ground for preferment, though deprived of the eclat 

and fort of claim which generally attends the delivery of fortunate difpatches. 

I have only to add, my Lord, a general report of the killed and wounded ; I do 

not give it correct, the hurry of the time and the feparation of the corps having ren

dered it impo!flble to make it fo. The Briti!h officers have bled profufely and mofr 

honourably; thofe who remain unwounded have been equally forward, and the gene

ral officers from the mode of fighting have been more expofed than in other fervices. 

Among the reil: of this ftation, I have had my efcapes. It depends upon the fentence 

his Majefly ihall pafs upon my conduct; upon the judgment of my profeffion, and of 

the impartial and refpectable parts of my country, whether I am to efteem then1 blef .. 

fings or misfortunes. 
I have the honour to be, 

(Signed.) J. BuRGOYl~E. 

Co-flv of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Burgoyne to Lord George Germain, dated Second V 

r./ lb h o.n. b No. XI • 
A any, 20! ~LO er, I777· 

[Private, by Lord Peterfham.] 

Mv LoRD, 
I I-IA VE little to add to my public letter r:fpeetin~ ti:e courfe of ~mfuccefsf~1l 

eYents, therein detailed. I reft my confidence tn the JUfbce of the Kmg and hts 

councils, to f up port the General they thought proper to appoint. to as arduous an un

dertaking, and under as pofitive a direCtion, as perhaps a cabtnet e.ver framed. It 

will, I am fure, be remembered, my Lord, that a preference of exert1ons was the only 

latitude aiven me, and that to force a i unction with Sir Will iam I-I owe, or at leaft a 

paffage t~ Albany, was the principle, ·the letter, and the fpirit of my orders. 

3 Indeed 

liii 
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Indeed the appearances at the time I palfed the Hudfon's-River, though fubjetl: to 

doubt in fome im1:ances, as I then wrote your Lordihip, \vere upon a general view, 

fuch as I r..m perfuaded would have rendered inaCtion cenfurable, had my orders, inftead 

of being peremptory, been difcretionary. Promifes of the profeffing loyalifts were not 

then brought to the teft ; the fpirit of the enemy, in con1bat againft regular Britifh 

troops, had only been tried at Ticonderago, at Huberton, at Skeneiborough, and 

Fort Anne ; in all which places it had failed ; the total difappointrnent of effectual co

operation, could not be forefeen or fuppofed ; and fure I am, had I then made fuppo .. 

fition that any thing like what has happened, might have happened, and remained 

cautiouily poitc:d, no exertion attetnpted, my conduCt would have been held indefen

.fible by every clafs and diftinttion of n1en in government, in the army, and in the 

public. 
The expediency of advancing being admitted, the confequences have been honou .. 

rable Inisfortunes. The Britifh have perfevered in a ftrenuous and bloody pro

grefs. Had the force been all Britifh, perhaps the perfeverance had been longer; but 

as it was, will it be faid, my Lord, that in the exhaufted fituation defcribed, and in 

the jaws of famine, and inveH:ed by quadruple numbers, a treaty which 1aves the army 

to the ftate, for the next campaign, was not more than could have been expected? I 

I call it faving the army, becaufe if fent home, the ftate is thereby enabled to fend forth 

the troops now deftined for her internal defence; if exchanged, they become a force to 

Sir William Howe, as effectually, as if any other junction had been made. 

I fhould now hold myfelf unjuftifiable if I did not confide to your Lord{hip, my 
opinion, l.lpon a near infpettion, of the rebel troops. The ftanding corps which I 
have feen, are difciplined. I do not hazard the term, but apply it to the great funda

n1ental points of military inftitution, fobriety, fubordination, regularity and courage. 

The militia are inferior in method and movement, but not a jot lefs ferviceable in 

woods. My conjeCtures were very different after the affair of Ticonderago, but I aru 

convinced they were delufive ; and it is a duty to the ftate to confefs it. 
The panic of the rebel troops is confined, and of ihort duration; the enthufiafim is 

extenfive and permanent. 
It is a juftice to Major General Phillips, to inform your Lordihip, that when the crifis 

of our fituation at Saratoga arrived, he very handfomely offered to hazard his perfon 

by m:4king a circuit through the woods, and attempt to throw himfelf into Ticondera

go, to defend that place, ihould it be the objeCt of the enemy to endeavour the re

raking it. 
In regard to myfelf, I am funk in mind and body; but while I have a faculty of 

either, it ihall be exerted for the King's fervice. I ihall wait in the neighbourhood of 

Bofton, the orders of Sir William Howe. 

I have the honour to be,, &c .. 
J. BuRGOYNE ... 

Minute 
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lvii11utes of a Council of War, held on the Heights of Saratoga, Oct. 1 z. 

PRESENT. 

Lieutenant General BuRGOYNE, Me1jor General PHILIPs, 

Major General REIDESEL, Brigadier General HAMILTON. 

THE Lieutenant General ftates to the council the prefent fituation of affairs. 
The enemy in force, according to the beft intelllgence he can obtain, to the an1ount 

of upwards of 14,ooo men, and a confiderable quantity of artillery, are on this fide 
the Fi!h-kill, and threaten an attack. On the other fide the I-Iudion's River, between 
this army and Fort Edward, is another army of the enemy, the numbers unknown; 
but one corps, which there has been an opportunitymf obferving, is reported to be about 
I 500 men. They have likewife cannon on the other fide the Hudfon's River, and 
they have a bridge below Saratoga church, by which the two armies can communi· 
cate. 

The bateaux of the army have been deftroyed, and no means appear of making a 
bridge over the Hudfon's River, 'vere it even practicable from the pofition of the 
enemy. 

The only means of retreat, therefore, are by the ford at Fort Edward, or taking the 
mountains in order to pafs the river higher up by rafts, or by any other ford which is 
reported to be praB:icable with difficulty, or by keeping the mountains; to pafs the 
head of Hudfon's River, and continue to the weftward of Lake George all the way to 
Ticonderoga; it is true, this laft paffage was never made but by Indians, or very 
fmall bodies of n1en. 

In order to pafs cannon or any wheel carriages fron1 hence to Fort Edward, fome 
bridges muft be repaired under fire of the enemy from the oppofite fide of the river, 
and the principal bridge will be a work of fourteen or fifteen hours ; there is no good 
pofition for the army to take to fuftain that work, and if there were; the time ftated 
as neceffary, would give the enem~r on the other fide the I-Iudfon's River an opportunity 
to take poft on the firong ground above Fort Edward, or to difpute the ford while 
General Gates's arn1y followed in the rear. 

The intelligence from the lower part of Hudfon,s River is founded upon the con
current reports of prifoners and deferters, who fay it was the news in the enemy's camp, 
that Fort Montgomery was taken; and one man, a friend to government, who ar
rived yefterday, mentions fome particulars of the manner in which it ~'as taken. 

The provifions of the army may hold out to the 2oth; there is neither rum nor 
fpruce beer. 

Having committed this ftate of facts to the confideration of the council, the Gene~ 
ral requefts their fentiments on the following propofitions. 

rft. To wait in the prefent pofition an attack from the enemy, or the chance of fa• 
vourable events .. 

2d. ro attack the enemy. 
3d. 1'o retreat repairing the bridges as the army moves for the artillery, in order to 

force the paffage of the ford. . 
4th. To retreat by nio-ht, leaving the artillery and the baggage; and fhoulci It be 

found impraB:icable to force the paffage with mufquetry, to attempt the upper ford, 
or the paffage round Lake George. 

5th. In 

lv 
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In cafe the enemy, by extending to their left, leave their rear open, to march 

rapidly for Albany. 
Upon the firft propofition refolved, that the fituation would grow worfe by de

lay, that the provifion now in ftore not 1nore than fufficient for the retreat, fhould 

impediments ilitervene, or a circuit of c0untry become neceifary; and as the enemy 

did not attack when the ground was unfortified, it is not probable they will do it 

uow, as they have a better game to play. 

The fecond unadviGtble and defperate, there being no poffibility of reconnoi

tering the enemy's pofition, and his great fupcriority of nun1bers known. 

The third impracticable. 
The fifth thought worthy of confideration by the Lieutenant-General, Major

General Phillips, and Brigadier-General Hamilton; but the pofition of the enemy 

yet gives no opening for it. 
Refolved, that the fourth propofition is the only refource, and that to effeB: it, 

the utmoft fecrecy and filence is to be obferved ; and the troops are to be put in 

motion from the right in the frill part of the night, without any change in the 

difpofition. 
N. B. It depended upon the delivery of fix days provifion in due time.,_ and upon 

the return of fcouts, who had been fent forward to examine by what route the army 

could probably move the firft four n1iles undifcovered, whether the plan ihould take 

place on that day, or on the morrow. 
The fcouts on their return reported, that the enemy's pofition on the right was 

fuch, and they had fo many frnall parties out, that it would be impoffible to 1nove 

without our march being in1mediately difcovered. 

Minutn and Proceedings of a Council of War, c1njijling of all the general Officers anJ 

Field Officers, and Captains commanding Corps, on the Heights.. of Saratoga, 

OB:ober 13. 

THE Lieutenant-General having explained the fituation of affairs, as in the pre .. 

ceding council, with the additional intelligence, that the ene1ny was intrenched at 

the fords of Fort Edward, and likewife occupied the ftrong pofition on the Pine

plains between Fort George and Fort Edward, expreifed his readinefs to undertak~ 

at their head any enterprife of difficulty or hazard that fhould appear to them within 

the compafs of their ftrength or fpirit. l-Je added, that he had reafon to believe a 

capitulation had been in the contemplation of fame, perhaps of all, who knew the 

real fituation of things ; that upon a circumftance of fuch confequence to nationa'l 

and perfonal honour, he thought it a duty to his country, and to himfelf, to extend 

his council beyond the ufual limits ; that the aifembly prefent might juftly be 

efteemed a full reprefentation of the anny; and that he fhould think himfelf unjufti~ 

fiable in taking any ftep in fo ferious a matter, without fuch a concurrence of fenti

ments as !hould make a treaty the aB: of the army, as well as that of the general. 

The firft queftion therefore he defired them to dec-ide was, Whether an army of 

3500 fio-hting men, and well provided with artillery, were juftifiable, upon the 

principl~s of national dignity and military honour, in capitulating in any poffible 

Jituation? 
Refolved, 
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Refolved, nem. con. in the affirmative. 

~eftion 2. Is the prefent fituation of that nature ? 

Refolved, nem. con. That the prefent fituation jJJftifies a capitulation upon: ho-. 

nourable tenus. 

The Lieutena~t .. General then ~rew up the meffage, . marked · No. 2, and laid it-· 

before the counctl. It was unammoufly approv.ed, and upon that foundation the 

treaty opened. 

OCtober 14. Major Kingfton having delivered the meff'age marked No. 2.. return

ed wit_h the propofals mark~d No. 3> and the ~ouncil of war being affe1nbled again, 

the Lieutenant-General laid the propofals·before them, when it was refolved unani

mouOy to reject the 6th article, and not to admit of it in any extremity whatever. 

The Lieutenant-General then laid before the counGil the anfwers to Major-General. 

Gates's propofals_,.. as marked. in the fame paper, together with his own preliminary

propofals, which were unanimouOy approved of •. 

Oll:ober 15_. The council being aifembled again, Major-General Gates's anfwers. 

to Lieutenant-General Burgoyne's propofals were laid before them, whereupon it· 

was re~o!ved, that they were fatisfaCtory, and a fufficient ground for proceeding tO· 

a definttlve treaty. 

No. z. Major Kingflon delivered· th~ follbwFng · Mejfage to. Major-General Gates.!Y> 

OCtober 14 .. 

AFTER having' fought you twice,. Lieutenant-General Burgoyne has waited~ 

fome days) in his prefent pofition,, determined to try a third. conflict againft any 

force you could bring to attack him. 

He is apprifed of the fuperiority. of your nutnbers, . and the difpofition of your

troops to impede his fuppliesy and render his retreat a fcene of carnage on both, 

fides. In this· fituation he is impelled by humanity> and thinks himfelf juftifiable

by eftabliilied principles and precedents of ftate, and of war,. to fpare· the lives of· 

brave men- Bpon~ honourable terms. Should Major-General Gates be inclined to.. 

treat upon that idea> General Burgoyne would propofe a ceffation of arms during· 

the time neceff'ary to communicate the preliminary terms by which,, in any extre

mity,. he and. his army mean to abide .. 

No. 3:;. Major-General Gates's Propoja!s; ttJgethtr wiib LieuteJJant-Genera/.'Burgoyne'S> 

Anjwers..-

T. General Burgoyne's army· being exceedingly reduced by repeated. defeatS'; by· 

defertion, ficknefs, .. &c. their· provifions exhaufted,. their military horfes" tenrs, , 

and: baggage,. taken-or deftroyed, their retreat cut off,,and their camp invefted, . they 

can only be allowed to furrender prifoners of war. . 

Anfwer. Lieutenant- General "Rurgoyne's army, however reduced; wtll never· 

admit that their retreat is cut off.,. while they· have arms in their hands. 

IL The officers and foldiers may keep the baggage belonging- to them. The 

generalS of the United States never permit individuals to be pillaged;. 

c c. nr"" 
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III. The troops under his Excellency General Burgoyne will be conducted by 
the 1noft convenient route to New England, marching by eafy marches, and fuf .. 
fkiently provided for by the way. 

Anfwer. This article is anfwered by General Burgoyne's firft propofal, which 
is here annexed. 

IV. The officers will be admitted on parole; may wear their fide-arms, and 
will be treated with the liberality cuftomary in Europe, fo long as they, by proper 
behaviour, continue to deferve it; but thofe who are apprehended having broke 
their parole, as fome Britiih officers have done, muft expect to be clofe confined. 

Anfwer. There b~ing no officer in this army under, or capable of be1ng under 
the defcription of breaking parole, this article needs no anfwer. 

V. All public ftores, artillery, arms, ammunition, carriages, horfes, &c. &c. 
muft be delivered to com1niffaries appointed to receive them. 

Anfwer. All public ftores may be delivered, arms excepted. 
VI. Thefe terms being agreed to and figned, the troops under his Excellency 

General Burgoyne's com1nand may be drawn up in their encampments, where they 
will be ordered to ground their arms, and 1nay thereupon be marched to the river 
1ide, to be paffed over in their way towards Bennington. 

Anfwer. This article inadmiffib1e in any extren1ity. Sooner than this army will 
<:onfent to ground their arms in their encamp1nent, they will ruih on the enemy, 
determined to take no quarter. 

VII. A ce!fation of anns to continue till fun-fet, to receive Gene.ral Burgoyne's 
.anfwet:o 

(Signed) 
HoRATIO GATEs .. 

Camp at Saratoga, Oct. 14. 

Major Kingfton met the Adjutant-Generai of Major-General Gates's army, O&o ... 
.ber 14th, at fun-fet, and delivered the following meffage : 

If General Gates does not mean to recede from tile 6th article, the treaty ends 
at once. 

The army w.ill .to a .tnan proceed to .any act of defperation., rather than fubmit 
.to that article. 

'Jhe ceif~_tion of arms ends t.his eveningp 
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No. XVI. 

R~TURN of the ..Army of the t}nited States, commanded by Major General Gates, Camp at Saratoga. 

- · 9tlober ~~, I777· 
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N. B. Exclufiye of the numbers in the above Return, there are, the upper fiaff of the army, the batea,u-rnen, the artificers, and 
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rollowers ot the camp. . . 

Colop.~! Morgan's corps of rifle-men, an4 the light-iqfantry~ are ~eluded in the brigades. . :;1 

' (Signed.) . H 9 R ~ T I 0 G ATE s~ l\1ajor General. X 
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No. XVIl. Extraas from the Minutes of the lafl Council of War, e:aeptiug the names of the officer I, 
and the nvtes they gave. 

Q_yESTION. 
'General Gates having, 'in anfwer to General Enrgoyne's meffage, given a folemn 

a.ffirmation on his honour, that no detachment has been made frvm his army during 
~he negociation of the treaty, is the treaty, in its prefent fituation, binding on this 
·army, ·or is the general'6 honour engaged for the flgning it? 

[Here follow the names of the ?fficers as they voted. J 
'The 'lieutenant general's opinion beiBg clear, that he is not bound by what has 

paired, he would not execute the treaty upon the .fole confideration of the point of 
honour, notwithfl:anding the refpeCtable maj~.)rity againfl: him. . 

He is likewife far from being convinced that this army, by great exertions and 
by great enduring in point of provifions, might not yet be reli_ved; but he is com
pellt>d to yield on the follo\ving confiderations. 

The·treaty was .g~nerally thought a rnofi advantageous one before the int lligence 
arrived. That intelEgencc is refuted, and ocular demonfiration of its falfity pledged 

:as far as relates to General Gates's force; the other parts are only founded on hearfay, 
and not to be depended upon. 

Should General Clinton be ·where reported, yet the diftance is fuch as to render 
·any relief from him improbable during the time our provifions could be made to laft. 

- - - - - .- - declares his poft untenable, and fays, if ,this c;onvention is not 
·ligned, he apprehends there \vill be confiderable defertion. 

- - - - - - - fays he thinks the 47th regiment not to be depended on. 
- - - - - - - is of the fame opinion. 
- - - - - - - thinks the 62d regiment is.difheartened by the fituation of their poft, 

:and not equal to their former exertions. 
Several officers think the men in general feem to ha¥e got the ·convention in their 

·heads as defirable. 
Many of the befl: officers are abfent by iicknefs and wounds from all the corps. 
Though the other officers at the head of the Britiili corps think they can anfwer 

for the fpirit of their men, if attacked on their prefent ground, it is evident the moft 
fanguine do not think any part of the army in that elevation and alacrity of fpirit ne
·<:dfary for tmdertaking defperate enterprizes. 

To break off the treaty now renders a future renc:\val of it hopelefs, as our condi-
.tion mnft every hour grow \\'orfe. . 

A defeat is fatal to the army. A .victory doe·s not {ave it, as they have neither 
provifions to advance nor .retreat againft an enemy who by experience we know are 
capable of rallying at every advantageous poft. 

And that the life and property of every provin~ial and de,pendant of this army 
de..Pends upon the execution of .this treaty~ 

POSTSCRIPT 
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POSTSCRIPT to the APPENDIX. 

[Thou.gh the following Letters are not referred to 1n any Part ·0f the Defence, 

it is hoped they will .not be deemed fuperfluous. J . 

Extract of a Letter from Major General Phillips, to Lieutenant General Burgoyne, 
dated Cambridge, Septen1ber 29, 1.7 78. 

My Dear Sir, 
THE Bofton news papers, have g.iven extracts from Engli!h and New York 

,papers, ~herein you are mentioned; your arrival, your fpeeches in parliament; 

and a vanety of other matters concerning you. I do not always give credi·t to 

news papers, and therefore, the puhliiliers at Bofton will excufe me, if in the in

ftance of news I do not give them, in my opinion, 1nore veracity than I allow the 

news compilers at London. 
I will not plague you about our fituation, as you will know it, -by 1ny atruring 

-you it is altnoft exactly as you left us; fo no more about it. The troops here de

pend upon you their chief, in whatever may relate to them; their intereft; their 

honour. It is not doub-ted but you will exert yourfelf, that the officers may gain 

preferment in common, with other parts of the anny. That you will have the 

goodnefs to exert yourfelf in behalf of their fituation, refpeB:ing the very great 

expence of living, and endeavour to procure the allowance of forage money. And 

in fhort, that you will .ufe all your powers of perfuafion and intereft for thefe 

troops, which have ferved under you with zeal, and with honour; and endeavour~ 

by ferving their fituation and promoting their honour, to al1eviate misfortune-s 

which nor fortitude nor valour could .prevent, and which they fuffer, however, with 

refignation aud ,patience. I am moft perfectly convinced of your affectionate, I 

will fay your .grateful regard for us all ; and I leave myfelf arid the troops to your 

'friendly ,care; to your humanity; to your honour. · 
You cannot expeCt a letter of entertainment; I have not ·even a power.of maki1~g 

·it one of intelligence. It fhall be however, a letter of perfeCt fincenty, and In 

lthe folleft fenfe of it I profefs to be, 
.'My dear Sir, 

Your very .fincere Friend, and faithful Servant, 
·(Signed) · W. PHILLIPS-

P. S. I enclofe ·,you the Copy of a Me1norial to the Secretary at War, I am fure 

-you will affift it. 

Copy 

lxi 
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Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant General Burgoyne to Lord Amherft, inclofing the 

M moria! referred to in the aborr..'e, dated Novetnber 6, 1778. 

MY LoRD, 
THE heavy misfortune I fuftain in being precluded the King's prefence, touches 

me in no point more nearly, than in the prevention of doing juftice to the various 

and extenfive rnerits of the army I had the honour to command. That the con

fequences of my fuppofed, or real errors, ihould involve pretenfions and interefts 

of fo many gallant officers is a painful refleCtion; and it can only be alleviated by 

the trueft fenfe of the truft to be repofed in your Lordlhip, for the general protec

tion of the fervice. The inclofed_ memorial was accompanied with expreilions 

of reliance, in the name of the whole army, upon my efforts to fupport it. The 

officers in New England little conceive my prefent fituation-: I take the firft oppor

tunity to tranfmit their caufe to your Lordfbip's happier aufpices, with this fole.mn

declaration> which I have mentioned upon different public occafions, and which· 

I can omit no occafion to repeat, that there is not a Briti!h officer who. ferved 

~nder n1e during the campaign of 1.777, to whom I can impute blame; that the 

1nftances are very numerous wherein particular difiinc1ion is due; and as a body, 

they have a claim to my fincereft refpetl: for their zeal in the Xing's fervice, and 

to my utmoft gratitude for their attention to me perfonally,. . 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

J. BURGOYN& .... 

I N l S. 



A D V E R T I S E M E N T. 

In Plan IV. the third and fourth politions of the army in the engagement of 
X 9th of September may appear upon a curfory view to want precifion. Theine
qualities of the ground could not be diftinctly marked upon fo fmall a fcale ; and 
the continual fhift of the pofitions of feparate corps, as they were attacked by corps 
of the enemy, which frequently, fr01n the thicknefs of the wood, they did not 
fee, made it equally difficult to mark regularly the pofition of the whole at any 
one time. 

The pofition of the armies on the 8th of September in Plate V. requires alfo 
fame explanation. From the fmallnefs of the foale, the pofition of the enemy 
.could only be ihewn upon the plain near the river; but it is to be obferved, it 
extended over the ground of General Burgoyne's fonner encamp1nent, and in front 
of the redoubts upon the hill. 

N. B. The papers refpeB:ing the expedition to Bennington, referred to by miftake, 
under No. IV. page IoJ, will be found in the Appendix under No. XII. after 
Lieutenant Colonel Baun1e's inftruB:ions. 

The account of the expedition of Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger, referred to 
alfo, by miftake, under No. V. will be found in the Appendix under No. XIII • 

• 
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