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THE 

AMERICAN GAZETTEER. 

NAN 

ANTUCKET, an ifland S. E. of 
the main-land of New England, 8o 
miles S. of Bofion. Near it is one of 

the mofr confiderable fifheries in this province~ 
particularly for whales; to the catching of 
which on the coaft the inhabitants chieRy apply 
themfelves : and of late years they have fifhed 
for them in Greenland, being as dexterous at it: 
as the Dutch; and if properly encouraged b)t 
the mother country, we fhould not be obliged 
tc purchafe fuch vaft quantities of whalebone 
from Holland as is commonly done. 

The town on N antucket ifle Rourifhes in 
proportion to this traffic the inhabitants carry 
on, there being, we are told, 6o or 8o fhips and 
veffels belonging to its port. Lat. 41. 12. N. 
long. 70. 10. W. 

NARAGAUSET, the ancient name of a coun
try in New England, E. of Connecticut river, 
and now called New London county. See 
LoNDoN, NEw. 

VoL. III. B NAssA 



NAV 
NAsSAU BAY, or SPIRITO SAKCTO, a large 

bay in Florida, N. America. It is about a de
oree in length, from N. to S. containing four 
iflands, fituated in a line from S. W. to l . E. 
for 50 miles, with openings between them a 
mile or two over. The moH northerly is called 
Myrtle ifland ; between which and the co11ti-
11ent is the entrance of the bay. Here arc many 
fprings of excellent water. The bay is 15 

· miles broad, from :J\Ilyrtle ifiand to a row of 
iflands running parallel with the :J\Ihin~land~ and 
another bay between them fhetching 50 or 
6o miles to the S. as far as one of the fmaller 
mouths of the Mifli.ippi. 

N AT A, a town in the ifihmus of Darien, a 
prov'ncc of Terra Firma, inS. America, with 
a harbour in Panama bay. Here, as in the 
neighbouring part~, they breed ho~s, fowls, 
cattle ; they alfo plant maife purpofely for [up
plying Panama with provifiDns : it 1ies 67 miles 
S. W. of that city. Lat. 9· IZ. N. long. 82. 
JO. W. 

N A v ASIA, a [mall ifiand in the wind :vard 
paff.1ge, or {height, between Cuba and Hifpa
nioia, in theW. Indies. Thither the inhabi
tants of Jamaica come in boats, to kill guanas, 
an amphibious creature that breeds plentifully at 
the roots of old trees. They are in the iliape of 
a lizzard, with fcales, but firm, white fle!h, ' 
which, failors f:1y, makes good broth. Some 
of tl cm are three feet in length. 

N AVID AD, a town of Mcchoacan, a pro
vince of t/lec 1 oacan, a province of Mexico, in 
N. A t erica, with a harbour on the Pacific 
o~ealt : I s6 miles vV. of Mexico city, and fub
jctl to Spa~n. L, t. 18. 51. N.long. I 1 I. 10. W. 

NEGADA, 
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l-EGADA, or ANEGADA, one of the C rib

bee iflands in America. It is low and defert, be
·nb encom -affed with lhoals and fand-banks; and 
lies 50 miJ s N.vV. of Anguil1a. It is called Ne
gad. from its being mofily overflown by high 
tides. It abounds with a remarkable bird called 
the collibry, or humming bird. Here are alfo 

ainted crabs that creep down the hills in May, 
and eat all the her bagc: and after going feveral 
times to wafh themfelves, return again. But at 
a certain feafon the female take to the fea, and 
there lay their eggs, which, being caft: afhore 
and warmed by the fun, produce young ones, 
that creep to the woods, and as they grow big
ger get up the rocks. 'rhey come out of their 
lhclls through an opening at the tail, almofi: 
imperceptible, being only covered with a thin 
1kin, which at laft becomes as firm as the ihel!s 

rhich they have cafi. Lat. 18. 6. N. long. 
63. 5· \V. 

NF.GRIL PoiNT, the moll: wefteriy cape of 
Jamaica. Lat. 18. 45· N. long. 78o o. W. 

NEr.so."s FORT, a fettlement on the vV. 
fide of Hudfon's bay, in c;anada, in N LAme
rica, at the mouth of a river of the fame name. 
It lies 250 miles S. E. of Churchill fort, and 
6oo I\[, W. of Rupert fort, belonging to Great 

rita·n, and in the poifelFon of the Hudfon' 
bay company. Lat. 57· 12. N. long. 9r. 12. W. 

· E ULTRA, or SIR THo 1 s RoE's \VEr~
COME, a narrow {height etween 1at. 62. and 
63. N. in New North Wales, and the Arctic 
re!!ions of America. 

~ ~EW ALBANY, caJled alfo Orange fort, in 
he province of 1 T ew York, North America. 
ere is a frrong fione fort. See ALBANY. 

B 2 NEW 
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NEW ALBION, the name given by Sir Francis 

Drake to Ca1ifornia, in New Mexico, N. Ame
rica when he took poffeffion of it, anno rsJ8, 
in Qyeen Elizabeth's name, the King of the 
country aaually invefiing him with its fove
reignty. See CALIFORNIA, and MExico, 
NEW. 

NEW ANDALUSIA, a large province of Ter-
ra Firma, in S. America. Its boundaries are 
not difiinetly laid down. The befl: account is, 
that it has part of Guiana and New Granada on 
the S. part alfo of New Granada and V enezu
ela on theW. the North fea on the S. and the 
river Oronoko on the E. 

NEW ARK, a town of Effex county in New 
Jerfey, N. America; it is the mofi compact 
place in both the Jerfeys; confifting of about 
I oo families, with so,ooo acres laid out for cul
tivation. About fix or feven miles N. of Eli
zabeth. 

NEW BrscA Y, a province of Guadalajara 
audience, in Old Mexico, or New Spain, N. 
America. It is bounded by New 1.\tlexico, on 
the N. by part of Florida and Panuco on the 
E. by Zacatecas on the S. and by Caliacan on 
theW. It is about reo leagues from E. toW: 
and 120 from N. to S. From its being well wa· 
tered, it is fruitful; and being fituated a little 
above the tropic of Cancer, its climate is tem
perate. Tho~ part of it is a mountainous, bar
ren fpot, mofi of the country abounds with all 
all forts of provifions ; and though this pro
vince is ~nland, the inhabitants are very rich, 
not only 1n corn, cattle, &c. but alfo in filver
mines, and fome of lead. The natives are not 
yet totally reduced: fo ~at betw.een the mines 

of 
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. NEW 
of Zacatecas, and thofe of this country, they 
have four large towns fituated in moraffes. 

NEw BRITAIN, an i!land in the fouthern 
countries of America. It~ fituated 40 miles to 
the eafiward of the eafiermofi: part of New 
Guiney. The body of the i!land has two de
grees of latitude; the northermofr part in lat. 
2. 30. and the fouthermofi: in 6. 30. S. and 
long. 5· I8. from E. to vV. The moit wefierly 
part of the i!land, at the mouth of Dam pier' J 

iheight, terminates in two remarkab1~ head
lands, about fix or (even leagues apart ; the 
north-wefr cape, called Cape Glouccfier, and 

~ 
the fouth-wefi: one, Cape Anne. \Vithin each 
promontory are two mountains afcending gra
dually from the fea. This country is generally 

!. high and mountainous, intermixed with large 
valleys, which feem very fertile, and the trees 
large and tall. 

1 NEWBURY, a fmall town of Effex, the nor-
1 thern county of lVlaffachufct's b. y, pleafantly 

l I fituatcd at the mouth of the river fvlerrimack, 
where abundance of fiurgeons are caugLt and 
pickled. The fociety for propagating the Gof.
pel have a miffionary here. It lies 34 miles N. 
of Bofion. · 

NEWCASTLE, a town on the river DeJa-

\ 

ware, in Pennfylvania, 30 miles S. E. of Phila
delphia. It contains between five and fix hun

~r. dred houfes, well built, and fil!ed with inhabi
f.' d tant~, being the fecond place for trade in the 
I!! province. 
0 NEw ENGLAND. See ENGLAl'D, NEw. 

~~ NEWFOUNDLAKn, a large ifland on the 
a& 1northern coafr of America, d1fcovered by Jc..hn 

JJJ!: B 3 Cabot, 
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..-.a bot, in the year I 494, and Rill in the poifef-

.fion of the Englifn. , 
It is of a triangular form, about the bigncfs 

of Ireland, and 9 30 miles in circuit. On the 
1 . it is JC>parated from 'Terra de Labrador, or 
~ Tew Bri ain, by the ftreights of Belle 1!le; on 
tl1e VI. it is wafhed by the Gulph of St. Law
rence; and on the S. and E. by tl c Atlantic 

•:ean. Cape Raze, the mofi fouthcrly point 
vi the ifland, lies in the lat. ~,6. 45· N. the 
m oH: northe~n poht in 5 I. 30. N. and Cape 
Raye, i~ weflermoft point, in 4 7. 35· 

The ilL nd is full of hills and moun
tains covered wi·h pines, fo that the country 
c.~n be traverfed only in t ofe part!; woere the 
inhabitants have cut roads through the woods. 
1'h J trees cf this fp~cies of pine feldom exceed 
1t; or 20 f..et in hei

0
ht, except thofe growing in 

the valleys, here they are fheltered from the 
piercing winds, which often are 40 feet high: 
'fhe cdd during the winter is c;~ceffi·,·e here; 
and tte frofi~, whic arc remarkably fevere, ire 
hl about t 1e midJ'e of November, anL1 foon 
c! "r the har Jour and bays are entircl \' fro:z""'n. 

,. 'he \\ ho!e circuit of the ifbnd ·is full of 
fpacious ba) s and harbours, well fheltercd by 
t H!, mountain$, excer t their entrance; {o that 
'Lfi. 1, lie in perfeB: fecuritv. Some of thefe. 

h ubours are a league a~.J a ha] for two leagues 
in l"n6th, at1J neu half a league in breadth~ 
l,tvi!l ~ fever,ll rivers and brooks of excellent 
> ... tcr ft~l ing into them from the adjacent moun· 

uins. ' ' ty are alfo very near each other, 
being only feparated by a point of land, feldom 
~ ove t·.vo leagues in brec.dth ; fo that thf! 

whole 
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whole coafl: of the ifl nd is a fu ceffion of ha. 
bours. But it muft not be imag·n d th ... t there 
• re towns or vilL.iges at every harbour ; thefc 
arc only to be found on the Ja1ger and more 
commc,dious bays, where the nature and difpo·· 
fition of the country arc mofi convenient for a 
fettlement, the inhabitants being L w in num
ber, confidering the great extent of the coafr. 
Cod-fi!hing is the only buftnds fol owed here; 
and the inhabitants, etidc their d ve11ings

1 
have 

large ftore-houfes for preparing at d laying up 
th ·1r fifh ti 1 ·,e tim ... atrive for Ii nding · t ml" 
l:.. op4! on the.r own accour t, r bat rin ·c 
for Europ an good , witn the .,.j·1s t fr ~· 

ent t.1c ifland for that purp. ·. o e f 
tht:fc vill:Jz-es are wit ou" a fc rt or ba tery ~ f 
their fee arii.y in time of war; ic b 'r g eo 1mon. 
for final pri ateers to vi .. t them. 

rcwfoundland '\;'as formerly pro ed 
race of favJge lndi ns, w. a ·e 1 _e re ir • 
to the contine:H; but fomctim s I y a vifit to 
their anrient abo. Cv. 'I'h fe I ~di .ns gc l-f"'l y 
live by fi:hing ar d hunting, an ot,. 
found!, nd nd Cape Bre on i.b')und ,., ... h t· f 
tards and wi-ld gedc. He1e ;.re a!fo foxe , 
bears, beavers, and o'thcr qu· .Iruped foun i . 
Canada, though not in ~.n y grc; t p.cnty; the 
continual fe.1rch after them, for he 1.' c f 
their furrs, 1c1 ing _gicady ldfen d the'r num
ber. 

Notwithlbnding t'1e fever ity of the climate, 
the inhabitants are not deftitute of horned 
cattle, though they t1nd it Jr. cult to pro
cure food for them during the cverity uf tbe 
winter. The inhabitants have ;.Jfo their fma 1l 
1 itch en ardens for fummer herbs; but ~ H tt c 

B 4 oth ·r 



:t~ E Vv 
other fpecics of provifions, as Rour, falt, meat, 
&c. are brought from Bo:fion, Penfyl.vania, 
and other colonies to the fouthward. W 1th re
gard to the goods of other kinds, they are 
brought from England. 

'I'hough all the coafls of N cv;foundhmd may 
be faid to abound with cod, yet in fome parts 
it is found in greater plenty than in others. 
This is owing to the quality of the b. tto n; 
for w~ere it is fandy the fi!b are far more r.u
merous than where it is rooky; but if 1 h · bot
tom be muddy, fifh are very fCarcr. The de;-t'1 
of water ihould be al fo confidered; for th'1u.J1 
cod be found at all depths, yet tb.:y are 11ot 
taken in fuch plenty as between 30 and 40 fa
thom. 

When a 1hip has tJken her !lati m, fhe is im· 
mediate1y unrigged ; and at the i~me t:me a 
proper place chofen for fecuring the fi.fh, as it is 
prepared; huts are like\.vife run up for the 
men who work afhore, fo as to form a kind of 
village; and at the water's edge a large .fiage 
or fcaffold is eretted. Here the number of 
fha1lops defiined for the fifhery is got ready, 

· and when the feafon is over ]eft there till the 
next year; when he who firfr enters the bay 
has the privilege of applying them to his own 
ufe. Every thi11g being ready, the whole !hip's 
company, officers included wi~hout any excep
tion, are divided into as many cla!E:s as there 
are different occupations : fome fii11, fome cut 
off the heads, fome gut the fi£h, and others 
have the care of falting and laying them up. 
The fi{hers go out early in their boats, that 
they may be at their :fhtion by bre<:k of day, 
and do not return 'till the evening, unlefs they 

happen 
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happen to have loaded their boat before. TJ~is 
fifhery is wholly carried on with a hook; and 
every boat is provided with a fufficient quan~ity 
of fifhing-tackle, in care of any accident in 
breaking their lines, or lofing their hooks. On 
their return the filh is delivered to thofe who 
open them ; and that this may be done with 
the greater difpatch, a boy fiands by to hand 
the fi{h to them, and take them away when 
fini!hcd. This work is done in a very metho
dic.ll manner; for he that beheads them does 
nothing elle. They are opened with one cut 
lengthways, the back-bone, and all their en
trail~ taken out, and the offals thrown into the 
water. While fome open the filh, others are 
employed in falting, and others in laying them 
in heaps. The next day, or when the fait ap
pears fufficiently to have penetrated the filh, 
they wafh them, to take off the feu m extracted 
by the fait; afterwards, that the water may 
drain off, they are piled up on little boards ; 
then they are firetched out, one by one, with 
the !kin upwards, for drying; and turned three 
or four times. When thoroughly dry they are 
piled up in fmall parcels, that they may not en
tirely lofe the heat communicated to them hv 
the firfi fait; and now, being falted a fccond 
time, they are piled up in regular heaps on the 
ftage, where they remain till the time of iliip-

.. ing them. As the boats go confiantly every 
day, the work of the feveral cla!fcs may be 
imagined pretty hard and f:ttiguing. On the 
return of the boats they immediately begia 
with opening and falting the fi(h, which takr 
up the greater part of the night; and the luc:-

B 5 cccding 
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cerdi. g part· of the c tting above?1cnti ne 1 nc
cetbrily cmplo) s them the follm.vmg day, when 
r} e return of the Hwllops calls upon them to re
ne\'/ their tafk ; fo that they have very few 
}Jours left for Oeep and refreihmc 11-. 

,Vhat is called the gre,1t bank of .1. Tcwfound. 
bnd i-·, properly f1)e~.king-, a v fl: mountain un
der water, about 530 miles in length, atd 2'70 
in brea th. The depth of t~1e \ 'ater is 'er· 
untqual, frcm 15 to 6o fathoms. The bot·
tom is covered with a vaft quantity of :lhells, 
and frequented by v:.dt fl.oa!s of fmall fi[h, moil~ 
of wl ich ferve as food to the cod, which are 
here in am:1zing plenty; for though 2 or 300 

veflels h1vc been annu<1llv loaded with them, 
during the laft and prefezic centuries, yet the 
prodigious confum!Jtion has not yet lefl(med 
their l1 lenty. And we cannot help obferving, 
that "-'iis fifhery ic: s mine of greater va1ue than 
any of thnl"e in l\1e.·ico or Peru. 

NEw GnANADA. See GRANADA, NE\V. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE, a diftinct government of 

~1aflachu(ct's bay, immediately depending nn 
th' Crown, whi<-h appoints the Governor, De
puty-,., v rnor, Co wil, and Magilhates. ft 
extends from I\1;~tTachufc 's to the river St. 
Lawrence. 

trE\V-HAVEN, a town in the urovince of 
Cont cCl:icut, fituated at the bottom' of a bay in 
the fheight that fcparates Long-ifiand from the 
Cflntinent. It was formerly the captal of a co
lony of the fame name, but joined with Con
n~:B kut bv a ch2rtcr gra:-lted in the ye?.r 1664, 
by ,. ing Ch:ules If. It is fl:ill thecaL ital of a 
' unty of th f.Hnc. name, and in a very £ou-

iili' ng 
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ri!hing ~ondition, with a well-furni{hed eo 1 
for a ea emicallearning, called Yare- hall. Lat. 
4-1. r8. N. long. 72. 42. W. 

NEw }ERSEY. See jERSEY, NEvr. 
NEw NoRTH WALEs. See \VALEs. 
NEw 0RLEA.'s. See ORLEANs, NEw. 
NEWPORT, the chief town of Rhode ifland, 

fttuated on the S. W. part of it, h::wing a fafc, 
con modious harbour, ·d fended by a regular 
fort at the entrance, on ·which are plante ~eo 
pieces ot cannon. .., 

It h<~s a very good trade, and fome few years 
aoo had above 70 fail of lhips and vcffels be
.onging to it: it has alfo in time of war a Court 
of admiralty. It lies 6o miles S. of Bcfron. 
Lat. 41. 29. :N. long. 72. 22. \V. 

NEw ScoTLAND. See IovA ScoTrA. 
N!'W SEVERN. See SEVERN, NEvil. 
NEw SouTH WALEs. See -ALEs. 

NEl, -ToN, a fmall town of Che.fier county, 
in Penlylvania. It confifis of between 30 and· 
"'rO houfes, and lies 22 mi es S. of Ph!ladelphia• 

:rEw ... ORK. See YoRK, NEw. 
Nr GARA, a fort built by he French on a 

ri 'Cr of the fame name, at its inRux into the 
l· ke Ontario. This important fortrefs was 

ken by Sir William Johnfon on the 25th of 
Ju:y 1759· 

N IAGARA, FALL OF' a famous cat;:r a in 
the river of the fame n 1me, about miJ-way be
t- een the lakes Eric and Ontario. This i, 
fi · ppofe<l to be t c grcatcft cataract i 11 tl e 
'"nown v:orJd, the water tumbling dowil a pre
cipice near 140 feet high . 'l'he 1 ivcr at th .... 
L ll is near half a league in breadth, and the 

' c.r nms wi h fuch rapidity a q~~arter of a 
le.agt!e 
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league above it, that all beafrs attempting to 
crofs it, are fwept away by the fiream, tumble 
down the precipice, and perifu. Above the 
fall, in the middle of the river, is an ifl~nd, 
which divides the water into two firearrs, :1nu 
in that manner it tumbles down the fall. \ yhen 
the water has reached the bottom of the Lll, it 
jumps back to a great h~ight in t e :lir, and in 
other plac~s is as whi:e as fno·w, a .. d all in mo
tion like a boiiing cauldron. Abund nee of ra
pours likewife arife, reprefenting a thi(:k fmoke, 
and on thefe when the fun fhincs bright is 
painted a beautiful rainbow. 

NICARAGUA, a province of New Spain, 
bounded on theW. by Guatimala Proper and 
the South fea ; on the N. and E. by Hondu
ras and the N" orth fea ; and on the S. by Cofia 
Rica and the South fea. The winter in this 
province is rainy and tempefiuous; the fum
mer exceffive hot, but healthy. It is reckoned 
the m oft woody part of New Spain. It pro
duces good flax and hemp, together with the 
'vood ufed by the dyers in Europe, called Nica
rCJgua wood; but little wheat. It abounds with 
bbck cattle and hogs, but fh:::ep are fcarce. 
Ba-!m, cotton, fugar, American pepper, liquid 
amber, and turpentine, are here produced in 
very great plenty ; with which, and the pro
~luc~ of their fi!vcr mines, the inhabitJnts cz.r:y 
on a coniidcrable trade with Panama and 1 rom
bre de D ios. t abounds in turkey<:, and par~ 
:ots are fo num 'rous th1t they became a nu-
1ance; a·!d the country itfelf is io pleafant, as 
well as fruitful, that it i:s confidc::ed as the gar
den of America ; the hills and fands of th-:! ri
vers abounJ with gold, and t~e fi lds and :voods 

are 
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ate perfumed; fo that when the Spaniards fid} 
viflteJ it, they called it .l\1ahomct's paradife. 

NICARAGuA LAKE, a large collection of 
water in the province of the fame name, I I 7 
leagues in circumference. The 'vater in it 
flows and ebbs like the fea, is interfperfed with 
fcvcral ifiands, and full of fiih, but infefted 
with crocodiles. The wcfi end of it is only a 
few lea;zues from the South fea, and it falls into 
the N o'"'rt h fea at the port of St. Juan, by a 
p etty broad channel, called alfo Nicaragua. 

N rcoY A, a pretty large town on the ri\'Cr 
Cipanfc), near its influx into the South fea, en 
the frontiers of Nicaragua. The inhabitants 
fend from hence to Panama falt, honey, maize, 
wheat, fowls, and the purple juice of a {llell
fiib found in the ba.y of Sal inas, about 30 miles 
E. of the town. The Spaniards have alfo a 
pearl-fifhery here. Lat. 9· 50. N. long. 85. 
30. \V. 

No lBR E DE Dros, a large populous to vn, 
a 1i.tlc to the N. of the tropic of Cancer, 6o 
miles N. of Guadalajara. The Spanifh Ge
neral \ ·ho fubdued it, having granted the p!'O
ptrty of iome of the filver mines to the natives, 
1t d1ew fo many people hither, that it foon be
< ame the mofr populous town in the pro\'ince. 
Lat. 23. 38. N. !ono-. 104. \V. 

T '"1 e \ as forme1l y anoth:::r place called 
I \rnbre de Dios, ilt :atcd 0:1 the if!:hmus of 
D.u;cn, but dcihoycd in its infancy by the In
di,.ns of D.tricn. Some years after ho·wever it 
.., :-; n:bui!t, t~nd the it~h abitants m .. intaincd 

their grotin 'ti:l the year I 58+, w:1en orders 
:uri ·.:d frotn Philip ll. for their removin to 

Po1to 
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_ ortc Bello, as much better fituated for the 
commerce of that country. 

NoMBRE DE D1os BAY, a bay in the ifl:h
mus of Darien, at the bottom of which the 

- town of Nombrc de Dios flood, and in which 
are the iflands c.lled the BaHimentos. See 
BASTIME TTOS. 

NoRONA, FERh'A,'Do DE, an ifland on the 
coafl: of Br fll, belonging tc1 the Portugue:e. 
It has two harbour.> capable of rec ·iving ihips 
of the greatefi burden ; one on the N. and the 
other on the N. W. fide. The former is, in 
every refpecr, the principal, both for fuclter, ea 
pacity, and the goodnefs of its bottom. But 
both are entirely expofed to the N. and \V. 
winds; though both thefe, particularly the N. 
are periodical, and of no long continuance. 
'I'he i1 and is well defended with fvrtifica ions; 
for b fides three CJfi1es which command the N. 
harbour, it has two others for the defence of 
the N. W. befides two in the eafl:ern part of 
tLe i!Lmd in a fmall bay, where fmall barks on
ly can anchor. Th·e French Eafi: India com
pany ad formerly made a fettlemet t on this 
i11and ; Lut the Portuguefe, un :vilLing that any 
nation fl ould have a fet lemei.t fo near the 
coaft cf Brafi , ob1igecl them to evacuate it; 
and to prevent any attempt cf that kind for the 
future, ereCted thefe fortif1cations, and fett1ed a 
colony on the ifland ... 

The principal fort fiands on a high !leep rock, 
wafued bv the fca, at tl1c foot of which is a ca
vern, where vaft quantities of water are cont1-
nua~1f pourin~ in, without any. vifible outlet. 
In tms place 1s heard, at !hort mtervaJs, ver • 

frightfu~ 
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frightful eructations of the wind, which 'b ing 
compreffed, ftruggles for a vent againft the tor ... 
rent of the wa.er, and by filling the whole 
mouth of the cave in its afcent, lc=tves a large 
vacuity for its difcharge, which is done with 

· noife refembling that of a voJ.:ano. 
This ifland i~ barren, 'not from any defect in 

the foil, which is well adapted to produce grain 
anJ fruits common in hot climates; but fr m 
t e \V,lllt of rnoifture, fo.that the plants wither 
and die away in their growth; the ii'land h" :r! 1g 
b"'en often without rain for two years top;e~her. 
'I'hc Portuguefe in leed fay, that there are 
brooks of cleat and wholfomc water in t~l in
land parts of the ifland, and that the lands ad
jacent to thefe fireams are very fi-uitful. Fi 
and turtles are very pier ty on the coafr; and ~he 
inhabitants have found means to propagate a 
l reed of b!ack cattle, which fnd fubfill:ence 
about the middle of the ifland, probably in the 
neighbourhood of the brooks abovementioned. 
Norona lies in the lat. of 3· 53· S. long. 30. 
35· w. 

N QJ{ TH RrvER, a river of OJd Mexico, 
which after running a long courfe throt g the 
kingdom of the fame name, falls into LH.~ G lph
of Mexico. 

NovA ScoTrA, a province of N. America,, 
called by the French Acadie. It :s bound"d on 
the S. and. S. W. by New England and the 

tlantic ocean; and on the N. and N. E. by 
the River and Gulph of St. Lawrence. It lies 

- between the 44th and soth deg~ees of N. 1at. 
ar:td t~ough in a very favourable part of the tem
perate zone, has a winter of an almoft iufup
P. rtablc length and coldnefs, continuing at 

le>\ .:· 
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leall: feven months in the year; to this immedi
ately fucceeds, without the int~rvention of any 
thing that may be called fpnng, a fummer; 
when the heat is as violent as the cold was 
in the winter months; the heat indeed is of 
no long continuance, the country being wrapt 
in the gloom of a perpetual fog, long after 
the fummer-feafon has commenced. The foil 
in moft parts is thin and barren, the corn it 
produces of a furivelled kind like rye, and the 
grals intermixed with a cold fpongy mofs. It 
is not, indeed, uniformly bad, there being 
traB:s in Nova Scotia not inferior to the befi: 
land in New England. 

But however unpromifing this country may 
be, feme of the fidt Europeans, negleCting all 
the delightful traB:s to the fouthward, here form
ed their fettlements. The French feated them
felves here before they made any efiablifhment 
in Canada, and increafed Jargely with very little 
affiftance from Europe; whereas the colony we 
have lately IJlanted there, notwithfianding the 
immenfe fums expended in its efiabli£hment, 
would in all probability fink into nothing, if the 
fupport of the Royal hand was withdrawn but 
.for a moment. 

The country indeed round Hallifax begins 
now to have a flourifhing appearance, and will 
doubtlcfs foon reward the labours of the fettlers. 
'l'he ground is indeed very hard to he cleared, 
and labour extravagant! y dear. But thefe diffi
culties, however difheartcning, were not the 
grea_tcil: the inhabitants had to ihuggle with; 
tbe mcudions of the favages intimidated them 
fo greatly, that aJ i:npro~ements fcemed for 
for.1e years to b!.! at a fiand. For thelc in-
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cudions were fo frequent, and at the fame time 
attended with fuch cruelties, that the peopie 
fcarce dared to venture beyoud the cannon of 
the fortrefs ; nor even attend their works of 
agriculture there, without the utmofi danger. 
1~he confcquence of this was, that they did not 
raife the fifth part of what was fufficient to 
maint.tin them; fo that moft of their provifions 
of every fort came from N cw England ; and 
they mufi have been fiarved had it not been for 
their fitberies, which are far from being con
tcnJptible, fome naval fiorc3, and the pay of the 
garrifon, the fpending of which was the prin
cipal ufe of the troops; for they were of little 
fervice againfi an Indian enemy. But the French 
being now driven out of Canada, and the In
dians having fubmitted to the Engli{h govern
ment, that difireffing difficulty is removed ; 
the inhabitants are now at liberty to clear and 
cultivate their lands in peace; fo that we have 
realon to expect the colony will foon make a 
very different appearance, and fully anfwer tht 
expectations of the government. 

0 HI 

0 HI 0, or HoHro, a famous river of ·N. 
America, rifing in the mountains on the 

back of New York, Maryland, and Virginia, 
and after a long courfe falling into the Miffifippi. 
The name is formed from an Indian word, fig
nifying fair or pleafant, and hence it is often 

called 
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called the Fair Rfvrr. It runs through the moff 
beautiful and fertile countries in the world; 
and receives I o or I 2 rivers, befides a innu
merable number of rivulets, and is na·.rigable 
above 6oo miles. 

0LINDA, a city of the captainfhip of Per 
nambuco, in Brafil, fituated near the fe,l-coaH, 
and was a much finer place till the Dutch dif~ 
mantled it, 1630. It !hmds upor. four fm2l1 
hilJs, wh fe declivities ytdd a very delightful 
pro!pcCt:; and there are frill fome noble ruins 
remaining, that fhew the grand fi rure it ont"e 
made. T'he college of jefuits, whi..:h is Hill 
ftanding on one of the fides of thofe hills, c.oft 
above 1 ,2oo,ooo livres. t is indeed one of the 
fin eft and beft fituated ftruam ts in the whole 
p:ace, nor was any thing {pared to rend~r it 
complete. There are alfo fome other convents 
fiill ftanding, particularly th fe of the Benedic
tines, Carmelites, Francifcans, Capuchins, &c. 
l3efides which there are fevcral churches~ mo· 
nafieries, and hcfpitals ; b"t upon the v~hole,. 
its preicnt condition falls v fr1y Owrt of w at· 
was formerly. The port of Olinda is called 
Arraciffe. See ARRACIFFE. Lat. 8. 2+ S. 
ong. 36. 14. W. 

0MAGU AS, a tribe of Indians inhabiting the 
banks of the river Amazon; and converted to 
Chrifiianity in the year 1686 by Father Fritz, 
a Spani!h miffionary. There was fomc {hew of 
decency and police· among this tribe of Indians 
before they were conve~ted to Chrifrianity. 
'"rhey lived in fociety, and covered their nudi
ties, which in other tribes were totally negleCt· 
ed. Thefe approaches, hov;ever fmall towards 
"ivil cuitoms and a rational life, co~triouted 

greatly 
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greatly tot 1e fpeedy pro6rcfs of their conver
iwn: They were more eafily convinceJ, from the 
light of nature, of the truth and propriety oft. c 
doctrines preached by the miffionaries: and were 
perfuaded that happinefs, both public and pri
v te, was intimately conneCl:ed with an uniform 
obfervance of fuch precepts, infiead of the in
numerable evils refultir g from the manner of 
living hitherto praCtifc.d by them. 

T lC Omagues, among a great variety <;>f 
ftrange cufi:oms, have one remarkably fmgular. 
They are very defirous of rendering their chil
dren -what they call beautiful ; and in order to 
this, flat the fore and hind parts of the head, 
which gives them a monfl:rous appearance ; f, r 
the forehead grows upward in proportion as it 1s 
flatted, fo that the difl:ance from the rifing of 
the nofc to the beginning of the hair, exceeds 
that from the lower part of the nofe to the 
bottom of the chin : the fame is obfervable in 
the back part of the head. The fides alfo are 
very narrow, from the natural confequence of 
the preffure; the parts infl:ead of fpreading, con
formable to the common courfe of nature, 
grow upwards. This praetice is of great anti
quity among them, and kept up fo firiClly, that 
they make a jefl: of other nations, calling them 
calabafh heads. . In order to give their children 
this beautiful flatnefs, the upper part of the 
head is preffed, foon after the birth, betwixt 
two pieces of board ; and repeated from time 
to time, till they have brought the head to the 
fafhionable form. 

0MAsuos, a jurifdiction in the diocefe of 
La Paz, in S. America. It begins almo{t at 
the gates of La Puz, and extends about twenty 

leagues,. 
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leagues, being bounded on the W. by the fa
mous lake of rriti Ca.ca. The air of this ju
rifditlion is fomtwhat cold, fo tLat it produces 
little grain; but that deficier1cy is abundantly 
compenfated by the great numbers of cattle fed 
in its paf!:ures ; befides a very advantageous 
trade carried on in another juri!dicrion by the 
Indians living on the borders of the lake, w:1o 
are remarkably indu.flrious in improving that a -
vantage. 

ONTARio, LAKE, a large collettion of wa
ters in N. America, above 270 miles in length 
from E. toW. and 65 in breadth from N. to S. 
The fortrefs of Ofwego ftands on the fouthern 
fhore of this lake. 

0RCHILLA, an ifland on the coafi of Vene
zuela, in the North fea, lying between the 
iflands of Tortuga and Roca. It is divided 
into feveral fmall iflands, the greate.fi of which: 
being almofi all low land, is in the form of a 
crefcent, or half moon. They are all feparated 
from each other by very ihallow canals. On 
the E. ar.d W. Capes are fome hills, and on 
thefe the goats chiefly feed. On the S. W. fide 
of the ifland the water is very deep, and the 
lhore perpendicular like a wall, for which rea
fen !hips may come very near it. The N. \V. 
:fide has hardly any trees or grafs; but on the 
E. and N. fides plenty of both. The foil, 
.:rom its Batnefs, is falt, and confequently pro
duces few plants. There is very little frefh 
water on the ifland, and the only animals found 
there are goats and lizzards. Lat. I I. 40. N. 
long. 66. 42. W. 

ORLEANs, an iflandin the river St. Laurence, 
at a fmall difiance below Qyebec. 

ORLEANS, 
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ORLEANs, NEw, a town of Louifiana, fi .. 

tuated between the eailern ihore of the Miffi
fippi and the Filh river, r8leagues from the fea. 
The foil about it is rich and fertile, and the cli
mate excellent. It was originally defigned to 
be the metropolis of this country, and the refi
dence of the Governor, Grand Council, and 
Courts of J ufiice, as well as the grand empori
um of Louiliana; but this defign proved abor
tive, the place confifring only of about roo ill
built wooden barracks round a large timber ma
gazine, never finilhed; three or four merchants 
houfes, and a large wooden building which 
fcrves for a church. Lat. 30. 5· N. long. 90. 
7.W. 

0RONOKO, or 0RONOQ.._UE, a large river of 
S. America, formed of two large ftreams, the 
moft confiderable of which has its fource in the 
mountains of Popayan, a~d at the foot of there 
mountains waters a town, called by the Spani
niards San Juan de 1as Lanos. ~fterwards it 
continues its courfe a great way eaftward, with 
many windings, and then directs its courfe to 
the north-ealt till joined by the river San Pc
dro, which has its fource much farther to the 
northward. At their junction they form a con
fiderable ifland, called Acamacori, and to the 
eaftward of the northern put of it a large bke 
called Cafipi. From thence they continue their 
courfe in one _large ftream, to the North fea. 
Its whole courfe, confidering its turnings and 
windings, is about 1380 miles, rifing within 
I 6o miles of the South fea. 

0RoPEsA, a town in the jurifdiC:l:ion of La 
Plata, 6o miles N. W. of that city. It Hands 
in a valley called Cochabamba, on a fmall rivu-
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let which falls into the river Guapay. It was 
built by Don Francifco de Toledo, who gave it 
that name in honour of the Count of Oropefa 
in New Cafiile in Spain, who belonged to his 
family. The inhabitants carry on a confider
able trade with their corn and fruits, great 
quantities of both being produced in the valley 
of Cochabamba, where the town is fituated. 

OR uRo, a jurifdiction in the archbiiliopric of 
La Plata. Its capi al is called San Phelipe de Au
firiadeOruro,andftands 30 leagues diftant from 
the city of La Plata. The greatefl part of this 

jurifditlion is fo cold, that no efculent vegetables 
will flourilh there; but it abounds with nume
rous flocks and herds, befides the cattle pecu
liar to the country. Here are alfo many gold 
and fi!ver mines.; the former, though known 
even in the time of the yncas, have been very 
little worked; but the latter have greatly en
riched the inhabitants of the province. At pre
fent however they feem to be inevitably loft, 
being overflowed, and all the attempts hitherto 
made to drain them having proved abortive; fo 
that thofe at prefent of any value are in the 
mountains of Popo, about 12 leagues from the 
town, whkh is large and populous from the 
trade carried on there. It has a revenue· 
office for collecting the fifths belonging to the 
Crown. 

OsoRNO, an inland town, fituated on the 
north bank of the river Buena, in the kingdom 
of Chili, 45 miles S. E. of Baldivia, and 42 E. 
of the fea coaft. The adjacent country is far 
from being fruitful, but very rich in gold mines, 
which renders the place very populous. Lat 40· 
30. S. long. 71. 50. W. 

OswEGO, 
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Os VEGo, a fortrefs ereB:cd on the fouthern 

ban.' of the lake 0 ntario, at the mouth of the 
Onondaga river. Here the Indians carry on a 
confidcrable trade with the Eng;ifh, exchang
ing their furs for the commodities they are in 
want of. 'I~his trade begins in May, and con
tinues till the latter end of ] uly. Lat. 4 3· 18. 
N. long. 76. 30. W. 

OT ABALo, a jurifditl:ion in the province of 
O..,yito,joined on the S. to that of San Miguel de 
Ibarra. The lands are laid out in plantations, 
and produce great quantities of fugar. Here 
are alfo very confiderable manufactures, a con
fcquence refulting from the multitude of Indi
ans refiding in its viiiages, who fecm to have 
an innate inclination to weaving; for befides 
the fluffs made at the common manufactures, 
fuch Indians as are indq.endent make on their 
own account a variety of goods, as cottons, 
ca·rpets, pavilions for beds, quilts in damafk 
work, \vholly of cotton, either white, blue, or 
variegated with different colours; all which 
are highly valued, both in the province of 
~ito, and Peru, where they are difpofed of to 
great advantage. The method of (owing wheat 
and barley in this jurifui&ion is different from 
that ufed in otl er parts; for inftead of fcatter
ing the feeds, as is commonly praetifed, they 
divide the ground after it is plowed, into feveral 
parts, by furrows, and make little holes at the 
1ides of them, a foot difrant from one another, 
putting five or fix corns into each. However te
dious this method may appear, it is abundantly 
repaid by the increafe, which is generally above 
a hundred-fold. This jurifdiCt:ion abounds with 
horfes and black cattle; and from the milk of 
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the latter large quantities of cheefe are made. 
This country is happily fituated for pafture, 
having an infinite number of rivulets, whofe 
water renders the plains remarkably fertile. It 
has alfo large flocks of lheep, though thefe feem 
to be neglected by the inhabitants. 

OT ABALo, the principal village in the jurif
diB.ion of the fame name, and fo large and po
pulous, that it is faid to contain 18 or 20,000 
fouls, and among them a confiderable number 
of Spaniards. 

PAB 

P AB L 0, ST. a lake in the jurifdiction of 
Otabalo, in the province of Quito, a league 

jn length, and about half a league in breadth. 
This lake is every where furrounded with a 
fpecies of ruChes called Totora1, among which 
are vaft numbers of wild geefe and galarettes. 
This lake receives its waters from the moun
tain of Mojanda, "and from it iffues one of the 
branches of the Rio Bianco. 

P ABLo, ST . .a village on the bank of the 
lake abovementioned, inhabited principally by 
Indians. 

P ACHuco, a town of Mexico, 6o miles 
from the city of Mexico. It is famous for fil
ver mines : Gemelli fays, that in the r (pace of 
fix leagues there are not lefs than a thoufand. 
One of them, called Trinity, is fuppofcd as rich 
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as any in 1vle:\:ico, there having been taken 
from it in ten years time only above forty mil
lions of fih,cr. 

PACIFic OcEAN, a n:-tme given eo the S uth 
fe::t, but with what jufiicc, ~thofe \vho have 
crof1eJ it beft. kno\'; for whatever epithet th ~ t 
p. rt of it between the tropics may defervt', the 
other parts of it are improperly dignified wiL, 
the epithet of Pacific; tem pefruous weather 
being equ, lly common in the latitudes of 20 
and 23 degrees, as in the oceans of Europe : 
and in higher latitudes ftorms are both more 
frequent and more violent. Perhaps the firfr 
Spaniards gave it the name of the Pacific fea, 
from their being great1y pleafed with its fmooth
nefs, and the gcntlenefs of the winds in their 
firH: voyages; concluding it was the fame in 
every part : but the fury of the winter .fiorms, 
and the remarkable roughnefs of the fea, abun
dantly demonfhate that-they formed their judg
ment too hafl:ily. 

PAITA, a town on the coafl: of the South fe~ 
in the province of ~!ito. It is but fmall, not 
containing above 200 families. The houfes are 
only ground-floors, the walls of fplit canes and 
mud, and covered \\'ith leaves. ThCre edifiers, 
though extremely flight, are abundantly fuffi
cient for a climate where rain is confidered as a 
prodigy, and is not feen in many years; fo that 
a fmall quantity falling here in the year I 728, 
great pm t of the buildings were ruined ; the 
walls, as it were, melting away before it. The 
only houfe built of fione in the whole place is 
that of the Governor. It has a parilh-church 
and chapel dedicated to our Lady of mercy, 
and ferved by a Religious of that order. The 
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inhabitants of Paita are princip11ly lndians and 
black ilaves, or at leafl: Mefhzocs, there being 
but few whites. The port of Paita, though in 
reality little more than a bay, is efteemed the 
beft on the coafr, and is indeed a very fecure 
anchoring-place. It is greatly frequented by 
all veficls coming from the North, this being 
the only place where fhips from Acapulco, Son
fonorate, Panama, &c. can touch and take in 
refrdhmcnts, in their paffage to Callao; and 
the length of thefe voyages, the wind being 
moft part of the year againft them, renders it 
impoffible to p-erform them, without calling on 
the coafi for a fupply of freih water. Paita in
deed is fituated on fo parched a fpot, that it 
tloes not itfelf furni.lh a fingle drop of frefh wa
ter, or any kind of greens or provifions, except 
fi:(h and a few goats. But water, maize, greens, 
fowls, &c. are brought from Colan to Paita, on 
balzas or floats, for the conveniency of the £hips 
that touch here ; and cattle are often brought 
from Piura. The water brought from Col an is 
whitifh, and of a difagreeable appearance, but 
faid to be very wholfome; for the inhabitants 
pretend that it runs through large woods of 
farfapari11a, and is fenfibly impregnated with the 
virtues of that plant. Paita is alfo the place 
where pafiengers from Acapulco or Panama, 
bound to LitJ?a, difembark; for it being 200 
leagues from Paita to Callao, the port of Lima, 
and the wind generally contrary, the paffage is 
very tedious and fatiguing; but by land there 
is a tolerable good road, parallel to the coaft, 
with many towns and villages for the accom
modations of travellers. The whole defence of 
the town coniifts in a fmall fort furrounded with 
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a brick wall, and mounted .with about eight 
piec~s of cannon, but neither ditch nor out
work. Paita has been often taken by the En
giiO~, parti u]arly by Commodo:·e, uow Lord 
Anfim, in Novcrr.ber 174r. Paita lies in the 
ht. of 5· 12. S. long. 79· 50. W. 

PAJIB.AMACCA, a lofty mountain in the pro
vince of Quito, being one of the {Jics of the 
E fiern Cordi lera. 

PA AMA, a large city built on t 1c i .hmus 
of the f<'mc name, and on the coaft of the 
South fea. The firH: d:fcovery of Panama the 
Spaniards O'lte to 'Tello de Guzman, wholand-
d here in I 5 r 5, but found only fome fifncr· 

mens hurs, being a very proper place for their 
bufinefs, and thence called by the Indians Pa~ 
11ama, ·which fignifies a place abounding with 
fi{h. This difcovery was, in the year 15 I 8, 
·allowed by the fettlement of a colony, under 
Pedrarias Davila, Governor of Terra Firma. 

nrl in I 521 Panama was conftituted a city, 
with the ufual privileges. In the year 1670 it 
was taken, fack.ed, and burned by John Mor
o-an, an Engli!h adventurer. This misfortune 
rendering it abfo}utely neceffary to rebuild the 
city, it was removed to its prefent fituation, 
which is about a league and a half from the 
former, and much more convenient. It is fur
ruunded with a wall of free-from·, and dcfe ld
ed with a large garrifon of regulars. The 
houfes were at firft in general of wood, having 
but one ftory, and a tiled roof. \Vithout the 
walls is an open fuburb, larger than the city it 
felf, and the houfes of the· fame materials and 
conftrucrion. The ftreets both of the city and 
fuburb are ftraight, broad, and for the moft part 
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pavea. Though the houfes were in general of 
wood, fires were rarely known in Panama, the 
nature of the timber being fuch, that if any 
.fire is laid on the floor, or placed againfr the 
wall, it is produCtive of no other confequence 
than that of making a hole, without kindling 
into a flame; and the fire itfelf is extingutfhed 
by the afhes. But notwithfranding this excel
lent quality in the wood, the city was almofl: 
entirely burned down in the year 1737, the 
goodnefs of the timber being unable to fecure 
it from the ravages of the flames. The fire be
gan in a cellar, where, among other goods, 
were great quantities of pitch, tar, naphtha and 
brandy; fo that the fire being, as it we1 e, fatu
rated with thefe fubfiances, foon reached the 
walls, and this fingular kind of wood became 
a more eafy prey to the devouring flames. In 
this conflagration the fuburb owed its fafety to 
its difl:ance from the city, which is above a 
mile and a quarter. Since this misfortune, it 
has been again rebuilt, and the greateft part of 
the houfes of :ftone, all kinds of materials for 
buildings of that kind being here in the greateft 
plenty. 

In this city is a tribunal, or Royal audience, 
in which the Governor of Panama prefides; 
and to this employment the captainfuip of Ter
ra Firma is generally annexed. Panama has al
fo a cathedral and a chapter, confifiing of the 
Biiliop, and a number of Prebendarie·s ; a cor
poration compofed of AlcalLles and Regidores; 
three officers of the revenue, under an Accomp
tant, Treafurer, and Agent; and a court of in
quifition, appointed by the tribunal at Cartha
gena, The cathedral, and all the convents, are 
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of !tone ; indeed before the conflagration feve
ral of the latter were of wood; but that terrible 
misfortune ihewed them the eceffity of ufing 
more folid materials. 'rhe convents are thofe 
of the Dominican , Francifcan ~ , Augu!rnes, 
and Fathers of mercy; beftdes which there is a 
college of jefuits, a nunnery of the order of 
St. Clara, and an hofpital of Don] uan de Dios. 
rrhe ilender revenues will not admit of their 
being very numerous ; n or are the ornaments 
of the churches remarkably rich, though far 
from contemptible. The decorations of private 
houfes are elegant, but not cofi!y; and though 
there are here no perfons of fuch overgrown 
fortunes as in fame cities of America, yet it is 
not deftitute of wealthy inhabitants ; and all 
have a fufficiency : fo that if it cannot be clafled 
among opulent cities, it is certainly above po
verty. 

The harbour of Panama is formed in its road 
by the !heltcr < ~ fevenll i!1ands, where fhips lie 
very fafc, at about two and an half or three 
leagues difrance from the city. The tides are 
regular, and is high water at t.le full and 
change, at three o'clock. The water rifes and 
falls confiderabl.r; fo that the fhore lying on a 
gentle flope, is at low water left dry to a great 
difiance. The trade of Panama is very confi
derable ; it is the port where the fhips from 
Lima, Guayaquil, &c. unload the treafure fcnt 
to Old Spain, anJ the fiaple for the goods 
brought up the river Chagre. This commerce 
is of the greatefi advantage to the inhabitants, 
both with regard to letting their houfes, the 
freight of ve:flels, the hire of mules anJ negroes, 
who, forming thcmfelves into feparate bodies, 
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draw from Cruces large .bales, or any brittle or 
delicate wares; the roads here, th0 1Jgh the di. 
fiance is but fhort, by croffing the chain of 
mountains called the Cordillera, are in fome 
parts fo narrow, that a beafi: of burden can 
hardly pafs along, and confequently the em
ploying mules in this fervice would be attended 
with imminen~ danger. 

But this is not the whole of its commerce; 
Panama, even during the ab fence of the armada, 
is r ever without fir<>ngers, it being the thoroughM 
fa1 c for all going to the parts of Peru by the 
South fea, as alfo for the coming from thence 
ior Spain ; to which m ufi be added the contiM 
nual trade car~ied on by the Peruvian fhips, 
whicn bring variety of goods; as, meal of 
diffe-rent forts, wine, brandy, fugar, tallo·.v, 
leather, olives, oil, and the like. The 1bips 
from Guayaquil bring cacao, and quinq...1ina, er 
jefuits bark, which always meets with a quick 
exportation here, efpecially in t":nes of peace, 
The coafting barks, which make frequent trips 
from the adjacent ports, fupply the city with 
hogs, poultry, hung beef, hog's lard, plantancs, 
roots, and different kinds of vegetables, with 
which this city is plentifully fupplied by the in-
dufl:ry of others. . 

The dearnefs of provifions in this city and its 
difirict, occafioned by the large quantities con
fumed, and the great difiance from whence they 
are brought, is amply compenfated by the mul
titude and value of the pearls found in the 
oyficrs growing in its gulph. The firfl: to whom 
the Indians made this valuable difcovery was 
Bafco N unez de Balboa, when in his voyage 
through Panama, to make further difcoveries in 
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the South fea, he was prefented with fome, by 
Tumaco, an Indian prince. At prefent they 
are found in fuch plenty, that there are few 
perfons of fubfiance near Panama, who do not 
employ all, or at leafi part of their flavcs in this 
filhery) which is carried on in the following 
manner. 

The negroes who fifh for pearls mufi be both 
expert fwimmers, and capable of holding their 
breath a long time, the work beino- performer! at 
the bottom of the fea. The!e flaves thev fe r d 
to the i.!bncls in the gulph of Panama, \v'1ere 
they have huts built for their la~h;ings, and 
bo<tts which hold eight, ten, or twenty negroes, 
l.mdcr the command of an officer. In thefe 
boats they go to fLich parts of the gu1ph as are 
known to produce pearls, and where the dep~ 
uf the water is nc.t above ten, twelve, or fifteen 
f:·Hhoms. Here they come to an anchor, ~nd 
the negrocs having one end of a rope faHencd 
about their bodies, and the other end to the fide 
of the boat, take with them a frnall weight to 
accelerate their finking, and plunge into the 
water. On reaching the bottom they take up 
an oyfter, which they put under their left arm; 
the fecond they hold in their left hand ; and the 
third in their right; with thefe three oyfrers, 
and fometimes another in their mouth, they 
rife to breathe, and put them in a bag. vVhen 
they have refred themfelves awhile, and reco
vered their breath, they dive a fecond time, and 
thus continue till they have either completed 
their tafk, or their ftrength fails them. Every 
one of thofe divers is obliged to deliver his ma ... 
fter a certain number of pearls daily; fo that 
when they have got the requifite number of 
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oyfiers in their b<tg, they begin to open them, 
and deliver the number of pearls to the officer, 
till they have maJe up the number due to their 
mafier; and if the pearl be but formed it is fuf
:ficient, without any regard to its being fmall 
or faulty. The remainder, however large and 
beautiful, are the negroe's own property; nor 
has the mafier the leafi claim to them, the flaves 
being allowed to fell them to whom they pleate, 
though the mafier generally purchafes them at a 
very fmall price. Sometimes the negroes can
not make up their number, as in many of the 
oyfter~ the pearl is not at all, or but imperfetlly 
formed; or the oyficr is dead, whereby the pearl is fo Jamagcd 2.s to be of no value; and as no 
allowance is made for fuch pearls, they mufr 
make up their number with others. Panama, 
from fevera1 accutate obfervations, lies in the 
lat. of 8. 57· 48. N. long. 82. 5· 14. vV. 

PANAMA, PROVINCE oF, is not only the 
capital of '"ferra Firma, but alfo gives its name 
to a particular province in that kingdom. J\1ofl: 
of the towns and villages of the province of Pa
nama are fituatcd in {mall plains along the 
fhore, the refl: of the country being covered 
with enormous and craggy mountains, uninha· 
'bited on account of their ficrility. This pro-
·ince contains three cities, twelve villages, and 

a grea! number of rancherias, or affembJar.es of 
Indian huts. It has alfo feveral gold mines, 
but they are greatly neglected, the Spaniards 
chuling rather to apply themfelves to the pearl
fifhery, than the mines, as it afrords a more 
certain profit, and at the fame time is acquired with much greater eafe. 
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PANECILLo, an eminence on a tratl ofiaz 

at a fmall diftance from ~tito. It is not abo\'c 
100 fathoms in height, and between it and the 
mountains covering the city, is a new, narrow 
road. From the fouth and weft fides of the Pa
necillo iflue feveral frreams of excellent water, 
part of wh1ch is conveyed by pipes into the city 
of Quito, while the remainder joining fome 
other frreams from the adjacent mountai~s, 
forms a river which wallies the fouthern parts 
of the city. 

PANuco, a province of Mexico, in N. Ame
rica, bounded on the N. by New Leon and 
part of the audience of Guadalajara; on the E. 
by the gulph of Mexico; on the S. by the pro
vince of Flafcala and Mexico Proper; and on 
theW. by the province of Mechoacan. The 
tropic of Cancer croffes this province, which is 
fituated pa1 tly in the temperate, and partly in the 
torrid zone; it is about 55 leagues in length, 
and the fame in breadth. The part neareft to 
Mexico is much the befr and richefr, abounding 
with provifions, and having fome veins of gold, 
and mines of falt. The part adjacent to Flo
rida is wretchedly poor and barren. The coun
try was one of the firft difcoveries of the famous 
Cortez, who took a great deal of pains to con
quer and plant it; though it is a country rather 
fruitful and pleafant than rich ; nor has it ever 
had any great number of inhabitants. 

P ANuco, the capital of the province of .the 
fame name ; it is the fee of a Bilhop, and ftands 
upon a river of its own name, about 17 leagues 
from the fea, and 6o N. W. of Mexico. It 
was built in the year t520, by order of Cortez, 
and called St. Ifievan del Puerto. It contains 
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.-a ,out 500 families, and the hou[cs arc fhong 
and clean, being built of fionc, and neatly 
thatched with palmetto leaves. T'he river on 
wh1ch it :ftand~ is navigable for large fhips a 
great way above the city ; but the harbour has 
fo large a bar before it, that no {hips of burden 
can enter it; which has proved of bad confc
~uence to the commerce of the phce. It .ics 
in bt. 23. 5· N. long. 100. 2. vV. 

PAPA-UReA, a mountain of a middling 
11eight in the eaftern Cordil!era of the Andes, in 
the province of Q1ito. 
• PARA, a captainlhip, or government, of 
Br afil, bounded on the vV. by a capdcicus bay 
formed by t~1e Atlantic at the mouth of the river 
of Amazons ; on the E. by the captainfhip of 
lVIaranhao, from which it is divided by the r:-, 
ver l\1aracu ; on the S. by the unconquered na
tions of the Pacaxos and Paranaybas; and on 
the N. by the Atlantic ocean. lt has its river 
Para, which runs through it, and falls into the 
bay above mentioned : at the mouth of the river 
is a fortrefs of a fquare form, fituated on a high: 
rock, commanding all the adjacent country. 
The fide towards the river is fortified only with 
a number of gabions and large cannon. The 
other fides are defended by a froRe wall about 
two fathoms in height, and a dry ditch. The 
place is inhabited by about 300 Portuguefe, 
whofe chiefbufinefs is the cultivating of tobacco, 
and fugar-canes, znd gathering cotton, which 
grows wild here. To the fouth of this fort, 
near the bottom of the bay, is another fmall 
fortification~ called Commota, intended to keep 
the favag~ nations in awe, and proteCt the Por
tuguefe plantations. 

PARA 
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PARA, a large river of Brafil, running thro" 

the captainfi1ip of the fame name. It ri!cs a 
the foot of a lofty chain of mountains, in lat. 6. 
10. S. and after a courfc of 200 miles falls into 
the bottom of a b;ty formed by the Atlantic 
ocean at the mouth of the river of Amazons. 
It is about fix miles broad at its mouth, and has 
fifteen fathom water in the middle. 

PARAGUAY, a vaft tract of land in South 
America, comprehending feveral provinces. It 
is bounded on the N. by part of Brafil, the land 
of the Amazons, and part of Pene; on the E .. 
by the ocean; on the S. by Chili, and the Ter
ra Magellanica; and on theW. byTurcuman~ 
and part of Peru. In this prodigious extent of 
country are a va11 variety of climates, foils, pro
ducts, and inhabitants. The great river Para
guay, from whence the country has its name, 
runs through the middle of this extenfive tract 
of land. Paraguay was firfl: difcovered by Se
bafi:ian Gaboto, who coming to the river Plata,. 
in the year 1526, failed up the Perana in fome 
fmall barks, and thence entered that of Para
guay. He was fucceeded in 1536, by Juan de 
Ayalas, to whom Don Pedro de Mendoza, the 
firft Governor of Buenos Ayrcs, had given a 
commiffion, together with a body of troops, 
military fiores, and other neceffaries ; and af
ten;l:ards by his orders, Juan de Salinas founded 
the city of N ue:!ha Senora de la Afumption, the 
capital of the province ; but the di!covery of the 
whole, and confequently the conquefi: of the 
people who inhabited it, being frill imperfect, i 
was profecuted by Alvarez N unez, whofe emi
ne.nt fervices, on the death of Don Pedro de 
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11endoza, procured him the government of 
Buenos A yres. 

PARAGUAY, MISSIONS OF, a number of 
towns in the provi-nce of Para6uay, conf!fiing 
of converted Indians, and entirely under the 
government of the jefuits. The country in 
which thefe towns are fituated, is as pleafant 
and fruitful as can be defircd, watered with a 
variety of ri\'ers and pleafant fireams, abound
ing with timber and fruit-trees, produci1 g 
abundance of cotton, indig-o, fugar, pimento, 
ip~cacuana, and other things of great value. 
'The plains arc full of ho1-fes, mules, b1<~ck 
cattle, and herds of ilieep ; the mountains con
tain vafi: treafures of gold and filver; though no 
mines have been opened or wrought fine . .! the 
jefuits have been in poffeffion of the country. 
'The cotton tree Rourifhes here in fo remarkable 
a manner, that every little village gathers above 
2000 arobas of cotton annually, and the Indi
ans are very ingenious in weaving it into fruffs 
for exportation. A great deal of tobacco is alfo 
planted here. But thefe articles are far Jefs ad
vantageous than the herb called Paraguay,. 
which is alone fuflicient to form a :Gourilhing 
commerce in this province, it ·-being the only 
one that produces it, and from whence it is 
fent all over Peru and Chili, where its ufe is 
univerfal. 

The origin of thefe miffions was as follows. 
Forty or fifty families of Indians having iliewn 
a defire of being inftrutl:ed in the Chrifiian re
ligion, fome jefuits were fent among them, ac
compliilied the defirable work, and the peace 
and happinefs in which thefe people li \'ed aft err 
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their convcrfion, had fuch effea on their neigh
bours, that the millions foon fpread furprifing
ly, fo that at ]aft they were fuppofed to contain 
300,000 families, entirely fubjetl- to the Fa
thers, and who revere them as much as it is 
poffible to reverence mortals. 

Thefe Indians are divided into 42 parilhe~, 
and re fide on the banks of the river Paraguay. 
In each pari:lh is a jefuit, who is fupreme in all 
cafe,;, as well civil as ecciefiailic, and from 
'v'10fe dccifion there Jies no appeaL By him 
their caciques, or chief officers, as well as their 
inferior, are nominated; and even their military 
commanders receive their orders from him. 
1 rothing can be better contri\'cd than the regu
lations under which they live; every family has 
its propo1tion of land, of labour, of plenty, 
and of reft Indufiry is common to all, but 
wealth attained by none; the produce of their 
harvefis is carried to the magazines of the fo
ciety, whence the Fathers difpenfe whatever 
they think necelfary to every family, according 
to its number. The furpl us, which muft be 
very confiderable, is lent either to Cordova, or 
Santa Fe, there being at each a Procurator-Ge
neral, who takes care of what belongs to the 
fociety, and, as occafion offers, tranfports their 
wealth to Europe. 

It is impoffible to imagine any thing more 
regular or more magnificent in the Indies, than 
their parilh-churches. They are capacious, 
well-built, and moft magnificently furnilhed; 
gildings and paintings fhike the eye on every 
fide, ·and all the facred utenfils are of gold and 
fllver, and many of them finely adorned with 
'f:tneralds and other precious ftones ; fo that di-
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vine fervice is celebrated with the utmofl: fpJen
dor. On one fide of the high altar are tribunes 
{o;: the civil magi1hate~, and on the other the 
like conveniencies for t 11e military officers. As / 
to the Father himfe!f, his bufinefs is to officiate, 
which he does twice a day with the utmofi gra
vity. Their mufic, both vocal and infirumen
tal, is far from being contemptible; the Indian5 
of this country hwe a natura! genius for that 
fcience, and the Fathers l1avc taken care to cul-
tivate it. . 

The houfe, or rather palace, of this fpiritual 
Prince, is, like the church, extremely grand 
for the country in which we find it. It confifts 
of various apartments, fuited to the various 
funtl:ions performed by its m:1fier. In the morn
ing, after finiihing his private devotions, he 
gives audience to fuch as have any public bufi. 
nefs with him. At noon he hears confeffions, 
in which he is very exatl:, it being the principal 
pillar on which his fovercignty refi:s. ln the 
afternoon he waiks abroad, gives diretl:ions, in
fpe6s the pu biic and p1 ivatc affairs of his pa
rifh : in the evenini! r.e catechifes, explains the 
p. incijples of the Chriftian religion, and dif
courfes on mora] fubju:ls to fuch as come to 
him by rotation. 

The Fathers have an annual meeting, when 
they confer on the methods neceffary to be 
t2ken for promoting the common concerns of 
the miffion, making new laws, or aboliihing 
f)}d ones, as the ncceffity of affairs may require. 
This is the fupreme council, over which neither 
his Catholic Majefiy, nor even the Pope himfelf, 
has any power. To tliis council, or congre
£ation, the Caciques are accountable, and from 
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them they receive fuch orders as concern the 
million in general : but in matters relating to 
particular parifues, they are entirely directed by 
the refiding Father. One great point under 
confideration at each of thefe afiemblies, is, the 
preventing !hangers from having any intelli
gence of the true fiate of the million :. another,. 
the refiraining the Indians from learning the 
Spaniih tongue, or applying themfelves to any 
ftudies but fuch as have a tendency to rendfr 
them fcrviceable to the fociety; among which 
they rqckon architecture, painting, and mufic, 
and accordingly thefe are taught in every pa
rilh. 

The military eftablifhment is very confider
able ; each pari!h has a large body of horfe and 
foot, exercifed duly ~s the Swifs are, every Sun
day evening. Thefe troops arc divided into re
e·imcnts, each confifiing of fix companies, and 

very company of fifty men. The regiments 
of cavalry confift of the fame number of troops,. 
but every trool'> contains only 40 men. Thefe are 
regularly officered, and the whole efiabliiliment 
's faid to confifi: of abou fixty thoufand men, 
under the command of feveral general officers ; 
but whenever any body of thefe forces take the 
field, one of the Fathers always comm~nds in 
chief; for it is a maxim from which they will 
not depart, never to permit their Indians either in 
peace or war, to acknowledge any authority but 
their own. This Indian army is furprifingly 
well difciplined, and know how to handle their 
rnufkets aud bayonets as well as any European 
troops ; befides which they well know how to 
1fe their flings, out of which they throw frones 
f between four and five pounds weight, with 
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prodigious force and wonderful dexterity. Rvery town has a particular armory, in which the fire-arms, fwords, and weapons of the troops are depofited, when they are not on duty, or called out to exercife. Every private houfe has a convenience of making gun-powder, fo that a proper quantity can never be wanting on any emergency. Thefe forces, the Fathers pretend, are kept up to fecure their fubjects againfi: the Portuguefe, who ull!d formerly to make inroads into this countr_l', and carry off the inhabitants to work in their mines. But there is another ufe the Fathers make of thefe troops, and perhaps of as much concern to them, we mean the fcowering of the country, to prevent either Spaniards, or fi:rangers, from coming privately into the territories of the million. 

But if, notwithfbnding all thefe precautions, a firanger infinuates himfelf into their territotories, the Father, in whofe pariih he happens to be found, fends for him immediately, takes him into his own houfe, affigns him a handfome apartment, ufes him with all imaginable refpetl:, but affords him no fort of liberty. If the Father, at his requelt, permits him to fee the town, it is wholly in his company ; and the Indians, having previous notice, fl ut up their gates and windows, and keep themfelves. as clofe as if they were afraid the fight of a {hanger would give th.em the plague. And as foon as an opportunity offers of embarking at Buenos Ayres, he is rent thither, guarded by a detachment of Indians, not one of whom can fpeak a fyllable of any- European language; fo that it is next to impoffible for him to carry away any more than a fuperficial account of the ftate of the 
million~ 
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miflion. For however frank and open the Fa
ther may be with regard to things which have 
no regard to their policy here, he is filent as the 
grave in every thing relating to the mi:llion. 
The Indians alfo, though of themfelves gentle 
and courteous, yet, in confequence of the Fa
ther's inftruttions, will not fo ·much as look :m 
European j n the face, though they do not un
der.ftand a fyllable of his language. 

PARA YBA, a captainfhip of Brafil, lying on 
a river of the fame name; bounded by the Rio 
Grande on the N. by the Tamarac on the S. 
by the Atlantic ocean on the E. and by the Fi
guares Indians on theW. The country is wa~ 
tered by two confiderable rivers, the Parayba, and 
the San Domingo a] Monagapa. The French 
were former! y in pofieffion of this territory, but 
were difpoffeffed of it in the year 1584 by the 
Portuguefe, who built in it fcveral places, made 
many plantations of fugar-canes, and erected 
proper fugar-mills on the rivers abovemention
ed. The whole territory is fertile in fugar ... 
canes, and abounds in Brafil wood, cattle, to
bacco, cotton, &c. 

PARA YBA, the metropolis of the captain-
1hip of the fame name in Brafil, fituated on the 
fouth bank of a river of its own name, three 
leagues from the fea, the river being navigable 
confiderably above the city for £hips loaded wit~ 
6 or 700 hoglheads of fugar. The place was 
formerly open; but the Portuguefe, after driving 
out the Dutch, who took it in 1635, furround
ed it with ramparts. It has many ftately houfes 
decorated with marble pillars, together with 
large warehoufes and magazines belonging to 
the merchants. The mouth of the river is de-
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fended by three forts ; the :firfl: ftands on the 
fouth point, called St. Catherine's, and confifis 
of five bafiions and a horn-work; the fecond is 
on a fma11 ifland lying off the north point, call
ed St. Anthony, and is furrounded with a itout 
wall and a wet ditch ; the third is on another 
ifland higher up the river, anJ called Refiinga. 

P ARAMAZIBo, a village fituated on the ri
ver Surinam, in S. America, belonging to the 
Dutch. It Rands in an unwholfome country, 
but confiils of near 400 houfes. 

PARIA, a jurifdiC!ion in the archbifl•opric of 
La Plata, in S. America, beginning 70 leagues 
N. W. of that city, and extending about 40 
leagues. The air is cold, fo that the country 
produces little grain, which is, in fome meafure, 
compenfated by the great plenty of all kinds of 
cattle; and the cheefc made here, both from the 
milk of f...1ccp and cows, is fo highly efi:cemed 
that it is fent into every part of Peru. It has 
alfo fome fi1ver mines. 

PARIA, GuLPH oF, a {height lying between 
the N. W. part of New Andalufia, and the
fouthern lhore of the ifland Trinidada. Lat. 
9· 12. N. long. 62. I. W. 

P ARILLA, a town of Peru, generally called 
Santa. See SANTA. 

P ARIN A-COCA~, a jurifdiction in the diocefe 
of Guamanga, in the audience of Lima, in 
Peru, beginning about 20 leagues fouth of the 
city of Guamanga, and extending above 25 
leagues. It lies principally in fo temperate an 
air, that the foil, befides excellent pafi:ures, 
abounds in grain and fruits. It has alfo feveral 
mines both of filver and gold, which now pro-

, duce much greater quantities of metals than 
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formerly ; and thefe make the chief branch of 
its commerce. 

P ASPA Y A, a jurifdittion in the archbiihopric 
of La Plata, about 40 leagues to the fouth of 
the city of that name. The greateft part of 
this diftritt lying among the mountains, is the 
better adapted to produce all kinds of grain, 
pulfe, and fruits; which, with the great quan
tity of wines made here, enable the inhabitants 
to carry on a very lucrative commerce with the 
other provinces, not fo happily fituated. 

PASS AGE-fORT, a fmall town in Jamaica, 
fituated in the road between Port-Royal and 
Sp:mi!h-Town, feven miles S. E. of the latter, 
and at the mouth of the river Cobre, where it 
has a fort with 10 or 12 guns. It has a bri!k 
ti a de, and contains about 400 houfes, the 
greatefr part of them houfes of entertainment. 

PATAVIRCA, a town in the jurifdiB:ionof 
Santa, or Guanney, in the kingdom of Peru, 
confifiing of between 50 and 6o houfes, and a 
proportional number of inhabitants ; among 
whom are fome Spaniards, but very few Indians. 
It lies in the road leading from Paita to Lima, 
67 miles north of that city. About three quar
ters of a league from this town, and near the 
fea-coaft, are frill remaining fome huge walls 
of unburnt bricks, being the ruins of an anci
ent Indian frrueture; and its magnitude con
firms the tradition of the natives, that it was 
one of the palaces of their ancient princes ; and 
doubtlefs its fituation is excellent} y adapted to 
that purpofe, having on one fide a moft fertile 
and delightful country, and on th~ other the re
frefhing profpeCl: of the fea. 

PATAZ, 
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PAT AZ, a jurifd iB:ion in the diocefe of 

Truxillo, in S. America. It is fituated among 
the mountains, and thence has a variety of pro
ducts; but is principally remarkable for its gold 
mines; its chief comn1erce confifts in exchang
ing bullion for current coin, efpec:ally fi!ver, 
which is fcarce h ere. 

PoT AMACK, a brge river in N. America, 
feparating Virginia from Maryland. It rifes in 
the Apa1achian mountains, and after a courfc 
of above 200 miles, falls into Chefapeak bay, in 
the lat. of 37· 56. N. 

PA UCAR-COLLA, a jurifdiEtion in the bi
flwpric of La Paz, in South America, border
ing on Chucuito. Ir is fituated among the 
mountains, which renders the air very cold, fo 
that it produces little grain and efculem vege
tables, but abounds in cattle both of the Euro
pean and American kind. It has feveral filvcr 
mines, and particularly one called Laycacota, 
which was formerly fo rich, that the metal 
was often cut out with a chifTeJ, but the 
waters broke in and overflowed the works; 
nor has any labour and expence been want
ing to drain it: but it is now entirely aban
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doned. 

P A UCAR T AMBo, a jurifditl:ion of t~e dio
cefe of Cufco, in South America. 1 t lies eight 
1eagues to the eafi:ward of the city of Cufco, 
and is remarkably fruitful. 

PAUL, ST. an ifland in the {height be
tween Newfoundland and Cape Breton. It 
lies about fifteen miles north-eafr of North 
Cape, a promontory in the iiland of Cape 
Breton. 

PAYJAN, 
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PAY J At~, a fmall town in the jurifJiB:ion of 

T ruxillo, in Peru, eight leagues fouth of St. 
Pedro. 

P Az, LA, a finall j urifdiction of the audience 
of Charc. s, in South America, fituatcd among 
the mountains, one of which, called Illimani, 
contains, in all human p.obabil.ty, immenfe 
riches; for a crag of it b,_ing fome years fince 
broken off by a B.afh of lightning, fuch a quan
tity of gold was found among the fragments, 
that it was fold for fome time at La Paz for 
ei rht pieces of eight the ounce. But the fum
mit of this mountain being perpetually. covered 
with ice and fnow, no attempt has been made 
to open a mine. 

P Az, LA, the capital of the above jurifdic
tron, fituated among the breaches of the moun
tains, on the fide of a valley, through which a 
pretty large river flows, and about I 2 leagues 
diftant from the Cordillera. The ground on 
which it frands is not only unequal, but fur
rounded by mountains. When the river is 
fwe11ed by rains, or melted fnow from the Cor
dillera, its current forces along huge maffes of 
rocks, with fome grains of gold, which are 
found after the water has fubfided. In the year 
1730, an Indian happening to walh his feet in 
the river, found a lump of gold of fo large a 
fize, that the Marquis de Caftel Fuerte gave 
12,000 pieces of eight for it, and fent it to 
Spain, as a prefent worthy the curiofity of his 
fovcreign. The city of La Paz is of a midd
l"ng fize, and the houfes well built. Befides 
the cathedral, and the parifu-church del Segra
rio, where two priefts officiate, there are alfo 
thofe of St. Barbada, St. Sebaftian, and St.· 
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Peter. Here are alfo religious fraternities of 
Francifcans , Dominicans, Augufiines, and the 
Fathers of mercy; a co ,lege ~f jefuits, and a 
convent, and hofpital of St. Juan de Dios; 
bcfides a r.mnnery of the order of the Concepti
on, and another of Santa Terefa. Here is alfo 
a college of St. Jerom, for the education of 
youth, whether defigned for ecclefiafiical or ci
vil employments. Lat. 16. 10. S. long. 68. 
15· w. 

PEDRo, ST. a town in the jurifdi8ion of 
Lambeyeque, in the kingdom of Peru, confifi
ing of about I 30 houfes, inhabited by 120 In
d. an families, 30 of whites and meftizoes, and 
12 of Mulattoes. Here is a convent of Au
gufiines, though it feldom confifts of above 
three perfons, the friar, the priefr of the town, 
and his curate. It is wathed by the river Pa
cafmayo, which renders the country round it 
very fertile. It is fituated near the coaft of the 
South fea, 20 leagues from Lambayeque. Lat. 
7· 25. 49· S. long. 78. 20. 15. W. 

PENGUIN IsLAND, an ifland in the Atlantic 
ocean, about 10 miles to the north-eaft of the 
coafr of Newfoundland. It has its name from 
the multitude of birds called penguins which 
frequent it. Lat. 50. 5· N. long. 50. 30. W. 

There is alfo an ifland of the fame name near 
the eafrern coafr of the Terra Magellanica, 
in South America. Lat. 4 7. 59· S. long. 62. 
·57· w. 

PENOBSCOT BAY, a large bay in the govern-
ment of Sagadahock, in the colony of New 
England. The mouth of this bay, which is 21 
miles in breadth, and interfperfed with feveral 
itlands, lies in lat. 44-· 9· N. long. 68. 15 W. 

PEN OB• 
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PENOBSCOT RIVER, a l~rp-c river in the go· 

vcrnment of Sagadahock, in th:: colony of New 
England. It is formed by three fireams ifluing 
from three lakes in the fame government; and, 
after a courfc of I 30 miles, falls into Pcnobfcot 
bay. 

PENSACOLA, an excel1ent harbour on the 
bay of 1\tlexico, in Florida, I I leagues eaft of 
Port Lewis, and Mobile, and I s8 weft of the 
iflands of 'r ortuga. It is a large harbour, fafe 
from all winds, and has four fathom water at its 
entrance, deeping gradually to feven or eight. 
On the weft fide of the harbour fiands a poor 
town, of about 40 palmetto houfes, defended by 
a fmall fiockaded fort of 12 or 14- guns, ca11ed · 
St. Mary de Galve, from its being eretled in the 
time of the Count de Galve; but of very little 
ufe, the inhabitants confifiing wholly of male
factors tranfported hither from 1\!Iexico. A 
very fine river falls into the bay of Mexico on 
the eafr fide of this harbour, after running 
above roo miles through the country. 'rhe 
Jand here produces plenty of trees, fit for mafi:s 
of fhips, and accordingly many of them are 
cut down and carried to Vera Cruz for that pur
pofc. 

PENSBURY, a fma 11 town in the county of 
Buckingham, in Penfylvania, fituated on a 
fmall creek of the river Delaware. It was a. 
manor l\1r. Pen referved for h ;mfelf, and here 
he built a houfe, and planted gardens and or
chards. 'I'he houfe is fin cl y fituated, and the 
fituation greatly improved by the plantations 
and buildings. 

PENSYL v ANIA, a ilourifhing province in N • 
. America, fituated between New York, New 
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Jerfey, and Maryland, having no other com
munication with the fca, than by the mottth of 
the river Delaware. It is about 345 miles in 
length, and 200 in breadth ; iying between the 
38th and 43d degrees of Nonh lat. 

This province was granted to the famous 
William Pen, fon to Sir William Pen, Admiral 
of the Engliih fleet in the time of Oliver Cram
well, and King Charles II. Sir William, as 
fome reward for his fervices, and in confi<.lera
tion of fundry debts due to him from the 
Crown, was promifed a grant of this country 
from King Charles II. but died before he ob
tained it. His fon did not for fome time apply 
himfelf frrenuoufly to follicit the grant promifed 
to his father; but at length finding his friends 
the ~akers were harraffed in every part of 
England by fpiril:ual courts, he renewed .his 
application to the Court, and having obtained 
his grant, went into America, and purchafed 
the foil at a very low rate, of the Indians, its 
original poffeffors. By this cheap act of jufiice 
at the beginning, he rendered all his future 
dealings the more eafy, the Indians having con
ceived very favourable opinions both of him 
and his defigos. Having thus fucceeded in the 

· firfr part of his plan, he proceeded to the other, 
namely, to people the country he had thus ob
tained. And this was greatly facilitated by the 
uneafinefs of the Englilh Qyakers; who, from 
their high opinion of the man, determined to 
follow him over the vaft Atlantic ocean to a 
country uncultivated, and a climate frrange and 
unknown. Nor was he himfelf wanting in any 
thing that had a tendency to encourage his fol
lowers; he expended large fums in tranfporting 

and 
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and fupplyin6 them with all neccfla:ies; ~ 
11ot aiming at a fudJen fortune, by te.l ng h s 
lands at a \'cry eafy purchafe . .By this mean., 
and the noble charter of pri ileges .c gave the 
fettlers, the country was foon changed from a 
wi!dernefs to a gat deo, and is now one of :he 
m oH flouri!h. ng colonies b longir1g to the Eu
cr i.ih in the New \Votld ; and Hill called aft r 
his own name. 

Th ... climate of P niylvania is very agreeable, 
and the air fweet and clear. The fall, er au
tumn, begins about the 20th of October, and 
laH:s till the beginning of December, when the 
winter fets in, which continues till I\1arch. 
Frofiy weather, and extreme cold feafons, are 
f1equemly known here; fo that the river Dela
w.:~.re, tho' \'ery broJd, is oftentimes froze over; 
but at the fame time the weather is dry and 
healthy. The fpring lafts from I\1arch to June, 
but t~1e weather is then more inconfiant than in 
the other feafons. The heats are very great in 
the months of July, Augufi, and September, 
l-:1t mitigated fo much by cool breezes that they 
are verv to! rable. The wint.l is at fouth-wdl: 
cl ut ing" great part of the fummer; but g nerally 
at nor h and norch-wefi, in the fpring, fall, and 
wi1 ter; \."!"Jich blowing over t e frozen lakes 
an fnowy mountains of Canada, is the true 
c~ufc of the coldnefs of the weather in the win
t r-fcafon. 

'J'he fo·!l of this province is in fome places a 
yellow or blacl fand ; in fome a loamy grarcl; 
and in others a fat mould, like the vales in 
England, efpecially near the inland brooks and 
rivers. The earth is fruitful, fat, and cafy to be 
cleared, the roots of the trees being but a fmall 
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dilbnce below the furface of the ground. It is 
well watered with rivers, and produces every 
thing which can render life agreeable, in the 
utmoft plenty. In lhort, there is no part of 
Britifh America in a more flourilhing condition 
than Penfylvania : nay, in fome years, more 
people have tranfported themfelves into this 
province, than into all the others. In the· year 
1729, 6208 perfons came to fettle there as paf. 
fengers or fervants, four-fifths of whom at lca{l: 
were frcm Ireland ; fo that it is no wonder that 
land has greatly rifen in its value fince the time 
of William Pen, it now felling round Phila
delphia at 20 years purchafe. See PHILA-
DELPHIA. . 

PERNAMBuco, a' captainfhip in nrafil, ex. 
tending ne:tr 278 miles along the eaftern roafr, 
.fr m the ht. 7. 24. to I r. 26. S. and a con
.!dcrable diftance into the inland parts of Ame
rica. It is bounded on the N. by the captain ... 
Jbip of Itamarica; on the S. by that of Sere
gipe, from which it is parted by the river St. 
Francis; en the E. by the At·Jantic ocean ; and 
by the unconquered nation of the Maraquites 
on the 'V. It has feveral confiderable rivers, 
and aboun9s with a great variety of fruits, paf
ture-grounds and cattle. The 1ar.ds near the 
rivers are in general planted with fugar-canes, 
and produce very large crops. The Dutch were 
formerly in pofie.ffion of this province, which 
they called Fernambuc; but the Portuguefe 
have changed the name into Pernambuco. 

PERNAMBuco, is now the name of theca
pital of the province, fituated about a league 
and an half fouth of Olinda. It w·as built by 
the Dutch, who called it Maurice-town; but 

was 
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r as never a!ly thing comp:tr<'.bie to 0 inda, the 

ancient capital of this pro ·ince. See _OLI -
DA. 

Pr:jt TII-AMBOY, the capit:~l of !v1iddlefex 
county, in New-Jerl'ey, fo called from James 
Dr.r .. n nd, Earl of Perth, one of its ancient 
proprietaries, and Point-Amb y, on which it 
fbnds. It is finely :fituated at the mouth of 

1 
aritan river, which here falls into Sandy

hook bay, and is capacious enough to hold 500 
fail of !hips. But th0ugh it is fo comr;-;~:)(Iioufly 
:fitu:ted for trade, and vcfiels might a!w be built 
very cheap, it is not in a flourifhing condition, 
confilting only of about 40 fcattered l10uf.'!s, be
fides tbat belonging to t~e Governor. Yet the 
original plan, as la:J out by the Scotch proprie
tors, contains 1070 ar:res, divideJ into 150 equa 
1'\:::rcs for purchafer to build upon ; four acre;;) 
•~re re(erved fo a market-pbce, and th:·ee f r a 
1 ..1blic wharf. And had it b.:et built according 
to the defign, it would have b~en one of the 
fincH: tO\Yns in rorth America. 

PERU, a prodigious empire in S. America, 
bounded on theN. bv Terra Firma; on the E. 
by the country of the Amazons; on the . by 
the kingdom of Chili ; and oa the VI: by the 
Pacific ocean. It ext nds fr m the i;ver of 
En1e. aids, in the lat. of r. 30 . .1.-. to the bay o 4 

Notre Dame in 24. 4.0. S. The limate, a , 
foil, produce, &c. are fo different in fuch a pr -
digious extent of c untry, that they could not 
we!! b ... d, . .fcribed u ndcr one article, and there
fore t':1e accounts arc given un~1 er the names of 
the fever.:! provinces, · urifJittions, &c. into 
w. ich it is divided. 
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PET AP A, a town of the province of Guati

mala, inN ew Spain, fituatcd near the coafi, on 
the river Guatimala, and 25 miles fouth-eafi of 
the town of that name. It Hands at the wefrern 
extremity of the valley of l'v1exico,_ and is 
reckoned one of the plcafantdl: towns in the 
province. The river whic.h wallies it has a 
mi:I ereeted on it, which fcrves rnofr part of the 
valley; and within half a mile of the town is a 
rich plantation of fugar, ' the foil being very pro
per for producing that commodity. 

PHILADELPHIA, the cc.pital of the province 
of Penfylvania, in· North America, fituated on 
a neck of land at the conflutnce of the two fine 
rivers Delaware and Schulkil. It is laid out in 
the form of a parallellogram, or long fquare, 
<md dcfist:ed, when fini .ed, to extend two 
miles fr,om river to river, and to compofe eight 
long fireets, which are to be inter!eCied at right 

' angles, hy fixteen others, each a mile in length, 
broad, fpacious, and even; with proper fjlaces 
left for the public buildings, churches, and 
market-places. In the cen .. e1 is a fquare of ten 
acres, round which the public ~uildings are dif
po:-ed. 'rhe two principal itr\:''"ts, called High
fhcet, and Broad-fir et, are each one hundred 
feet in breadth, ~md moft of the houfcs have a 
fmall garden and orchard; from the Jivers are 
cut fimdl cnnal~, equally agreeable and bene
ficial. The wharfs are fine and fpacious; the 
principal t\\o hundred feet wide, and the water 
fo de:-p, tlnt a vcflel of sco tuns burden may 
lay her broaJ-fidc to it. T'he warehoufes are 
brg:e, numerc!ts, and commodious ; and the 
clc-cks for /hip-building are fo well adapted to 
thc;r purpofes, that t venty £hips have l. een fecn 

on 
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on the frocks at the fame time. The city at pre
fent, exclufive of warehouies and out houfes, con
fifts of about 2500 hou[es, mofl: of tbem of brick, 
well- bui~t, and very (pacious ; and the number 
of inhabitants amounts to near 14,000. The 
original plan is yet indeed far from being comple
te ; but fo far as it is built, the :fhuB:ures are 
ereCted conformable to it; and the buildings 
are claily increafing, bo~h in number and beauty: 
io that there is great reafon to believe that it 
will in a few years be one of the fine£! places 
in all America. 

A great n•1mber of very wcahhy merchants 
arc already inh:.1bitants of Pi1ilade!phia; nor 
will this appear at all furprizing, when we con
fider the prodigious tn!de they have long car
ried on with the Englilh, .French, Spani , 
and Dutch colonies in America; wi'"h the A
zores, the Canaries, and the M::deira i!lands; 
with Great Britain ar.d Irehnd, \Vith Spain, 
Portugal, and Holland, and the prodigious !'re
fits gained by many branches of th:s commerce. 
Dcfides the quantities of all kinds of provifi.ons 
produced in this province, which is hrought 
down the rivers Delaware and Schulkil, the 
Dutch employ between 8 and 9000 wa.Q:gons, 
each drawn by four horfes, in brin~ing the l ro
duB: of their farms to the market of Phihd, 1-
phia. In the year 1749, 303 vdi~ls entered 
jnwards at this port, and 291 cleare<l oul\varcis. 
1~hcre are cu!lom-houfe officers at other p 1 ts 
of this province, but the foreign trade in thefe 
places is not worth notice. Lat. 40. 50 • .1. • 

long. 74· oo. \V. 
PHILADELPHIA-COUNTY, one of the di:i

fions of Penfylvania, io called from the ca-
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p:tal of the whole province round which 1t 
lies. 

PHILLIPINA, a fmaJl town of the province 
of Guatimala, in New Spain, fituated on a bay 
of the South Sea, in lat. 12. so. N. long. 9i. 
30· w. 

PILA Y A, a jurifdiction of La Plata, other
wife called Pafpaya, which fee. 

PI SCAT AQ_y A, a river of the province of 
Maine, in the colony 'of New England, which 
after a courfe of forty miles falls i11to Cdco 
bay. 

PISCATAWAY, a village of the county of 
MiddJefex, in New Jerfey, coniifiing of 8o fa
mnies, and 40,000 acres of land, fituated on 
the Raritan river, fix miles from its mouth. 

Prsco, a town in the province of I ... os Reyes, 
in the kir.gdom of Peru, formerly fituated on 
the coait oft le South fea; but now a qu~rter 
of a Ieag~le t!om it. The removal happened 
on 0{t. 19, 1682, OCCafioned by fo Vio!Cilt an 
earthq..1ake, that the fea retired half a Jc1g~e, 
and then returned with fuch violence, that it 
overflowed aimoft as much ' land beyonJ its 
bounds, deftroying the whole town of Pifco, 
the ruins of which are frill vifible, extending 
from the fhore to the New town. It lies about 
123 miles fouth of Lima, and is divided into 
regular quarters. One of thefe quarters form 
a fquare, in the center of which :fiands the pa
ri1h~church, dedicated to St. Clement. Be

-hind this church is that belonging to the ]e-
fuits ; and to the eafiward one belonging to 
the Francifcans. On the north fide is the hof
pita1 of St. Juan de Dios, and on the foutb the 
Magdalen, a chapel belonging to the Indians. 

The 
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The whole town confifi:s of 300 families, moll 
of them .rv1efi:izoes, Mulattoes, and Blacks ; 
the Whites being much the fmallefi: number. 
The ro~d of Pifco is capacious enough to hold 
a royal navy ; but open towards the north, 
though that is of very little confequence, the 
wind bc:.ing rarely in that quarter, and nev r 
dangero•Js; whereas the road is fheltered from 
he ufual winds, namely, thofe between the 

fouth-wefi and fouth-eait. Lat. 14. 2. S. long. 

76. 3o. -vv. 
PJURA, the capital of a jnrifdiction of the 

fame name, in the king·lom of I eru, and was 
the firfl: Span'ih fettlement in that country. It 
was founded in the year 1531, by Don t'ran
cifco Pirrano, who al(o built the firfr church in 
it. It was originally called St. l\1igue1 de Pi
ura, and frood in the valley ofT dgafala, from 
whence it was removed, on account of the bad
nefs of the air, to it::. pt efc 1t fituation, w~1icn 
is on a fandy plain. ri'he houfes are built 
either of a kind of bricks dried in the fun, or a 
kind of cane called quincas, and few of them 
have any florey. The CorregiJor, and an offi
cer for the royal revenue, refije here and at 
Paita fix months alternately. The city of Pi
ura contains about I 500 ~nhabitants, among 
which are fome families of rank. The climate 
is hot and very dry, rains b~ing feldom known 
here, notwithftanding which it is very healthy. 
It h;ls a river of great advantage to t e inhabi
tant~, as well as the adjacent country, the foil 
of which is fan y, and th re!'ore penetrated 
with greater eafe :,y- the water; and the coun
try being level, the wa::er is cafd y conveyed 
to 'iifcr .t parts by canals. But in fumme: 
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the river is dry, the little water that then de~ 
icends from the mountains being :1bfo1 bed by 
the foi l before it reaches the city; when the in~ 
habitants have no other method of procurin5 
water, than by digging wells m the bed of the 
river, the depth of which mufi be propcr,ioned 
to the length of time the drought has conti
nued. Piura has an hofpiral under the care of 
the Bethlehemjtes; and is remarkable for the 
great number of patients cured of the venereal 
difeafc. Lat. 5· I I. L S. long. 8o. 5· \V. 

PI.ACENTIA, a famou<> bay and h:1rbour in 
N ewfoundrand, greatly frequented by i11ips 
employed in the cod-fifuery. TI.e entranc~ 
of it is a narrow channel, through wh.ch but 
0/11:! fl1ip can pafs at a time; but the water is 
d-.ep enough for the largelt, and the harbour 
capacious enough to hold I 50 fail of thips, 
which are there fecure againft all windf, and 
can filh as quietly as in a river. Before the nar
row channel is a road of a league and a half in 
extent; but expofed to the weflerly winds, 
which here often blow with great violence. 
1-Vhat rend.:rs the channel [o narrow, is a ridge 
of dangerous rocks, which mull: be ltft upon 
the 11arbo:ud fide in going into the bay, anJ on 
this ridge the .F1 ench had formerly a fort, cal
led St. Lewis. The currents are very ftrong 
here; fo thlt fl1ips mufr be towed through the 
channel. The great ftrand, or drying place 
for .fifh, w.hich is about a league in extent, lies 
between two very fteep hills, one of which, on 
the fouth fouth-wcfr, is feparated from the 
ihancl by a Jina11 rivulet, which runs out of 
the channel, and forms a kind of lake, called 
the Little Bay, in which plenty of falmon is 
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ca,J,::;ht. The great !hand is capacious enough 
to dry fi{h fufficient to Joad threefcore fhips. 
B::fidcs this there is another cal!ed The Little 

, Strand, uf~d by the inhabitants in drying their 
.fiih, which they catch all along the coafi. On 
both thefe places fi{h may be Jaid to dry with
out any danger. Along the above-mentioned 
rivulet the French built little huts with bran
ches of pine trees for drying their fifh in rainy 
weather. Near this are the houfes of the in
habitants, which form a village ca!Jed Placen
tia. Lat. 47· 10. N. long. 52. 20. \V. 

PLATA, LA, a city of South America, in 
the province of Charcas, built in the year 1539, 
by Captain Pedro Anzures, by order of Gen .. 
z a1o Pozarro. It fiands in a fmall plain, en-

- vironed bv cminences, which defend it from all 
winds. The temperature of the air in fummer 
is very mild ; nor is there any co-nfiderable dif
ference throughout the year, except in the 
winter, when tcmpefts of thunder and lighten
ing arc common, and the rains of pretty long 
continuance; but all the other parts of the year 
the air is bright and ferene. 1~he houfes both 
in t e great fquare, and thofe adjoining to it,. 
hTve one frorey befides the ground-floor. They 
a ~e covered with tiles, and are very roomy 
and convenient, with delightful gardens plan
ted with European fruit-trees ; but water is {( 
fcarce, that they have hardly enougl1 to fup
ply the necefE1ry purpofes of life; and the little 
they have fetched' from the feveral public fo n
t ai ns difperfed in different parts of the city. 
T he inhabitants confifi: of Indians and Spa
niards, and amount to about 14,000. The 
ity has the name of La Plata, fr0m its beiu 
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built near the filver-mines in the mountain of 
Porco. 1~he cathedral is large, and divide 
into three aifles, of good a:chitec1urc, and 
£nc1y adorned with paintings and gildings. 
1,he parifh. is ferved by two pric ts ; the one 
for the Spaniards, and the other for the InJians. 
Here is alfo another parifl1 called St Sc"afiiJn, 
iituated at one end of the city, and 1S appropri
ated to the Indians Jiving within its precinct, 
who are thought to be abou 3000. The con
vents are thQfe of the Francifcans, Domini
cans, Augu.fiines, ana the Fathers of IVIercy, 
together with a college of'Jefuits; all f}ncious 
buildings, and the churches remar:~ably fplen
did. Here is a!fo a conventu;::l hoJ!->itd of St. 
John de Dios, the expences of w 11ich are de
frayed by the King. It has alfiJ two nunne
ries, one of the order of St. Clare, and the 
other of St. IVI onica. 

The city of La Plata has a1fo an univerfity, 
deJicated to St. Francis Xavier, the chairs or· 
which are filled indifFerently with fecular clergy, 
or laymen; but the rector is always a ]efuit. 
Here are alfo t\VO other colleges, called St. 
John's and St. Chrifropher's, in which 1eBures 
on a 1 the fciences are read ; the former is un
der the direction of the ]efuits; but the latter, 
which is a feminary, is governed by the ArLh
bifhop. 

The chief tribunal in Plata is that of the 
audience, erected in the year 1559, and whofe 
Prefidents have the tides of Governor and Cap
tain-General of the province, exclufive of th;: 
government of Santa Cruz de la Sicra, Turu
man, Paraguay, and Buenos Ayres; which are 
independent, and, in fome cafes, abfolute. It 

has 
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has alfo a fifcfl1, a protetlor fifcal of the Indi
ans, and two fupernumerary auditors. 

The magifrracy, or corporation, as in all 
other cities of this country, confifis of Regi
dores, who are perfons of the firft diHintlion, 
with the Corregidor at their head; and from 
them are annually chofen two ordinary Alcaldes, 
for maintaining order in the city. 

Plata was erected into a bilhopric in the year 
I 55 I, the place having then the title of city; 
and in the year 16o8, was raifed to an Arch
bi{hopric. Its chapter confifis of a dean, arch
deacon, chanter, treafurer, and reCtor; five 
canons, four prebendaries, and four minor pra
bendaries. The Archbilhop and his chancellor 
confiitute the ecclefiafiical tribunaL 

Here is alfo a tribunal of Croifade, with a 
commilfary, fubdelegate, and other officers; 
likewife a court of inquifition fubordinate to 
that cf Lima; and an office for taking care of 
the effects of perfons dying intefiate. Plata lies 
in the latitude of 19. 55· S. long. 65. 22. 
Vf. 

PLA TA, jurifdiCtion of; a large country in 
South An1erica, lying on the banks of the river 

e la Plata, extending itfelf on each ftde of 
that famous fiream, about 200 leagues in 
length from north to fouth, and a.bout IOO in 
breadth from eafr to wefl:; it is b unded on 
the north by the provinces of Chaco, Para
guay Proper, and Parana; on the ea.A: by that 
of U rvaig; on the fouth by the territory of 
na .pas; and on the weft by Tucuman. 'Tile 
boundaries however of thefe countries mufi not 
be confidered as abfolutdy fixed, becauJe large 

parts 
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parts of the country are uninhabited, and fume 
(){ them hardly known. 

'I he climate is very moderate and healthy, 
l ying ehieRy in the fouthern temperate zone. 
'Fhe v.·inter months are thofe of 1\!Iay, June, 
and July; when the n:ghts are indeed very cold, 
but th~ days moderately warm ; the lro{t i.1 
neither violent nor Jafl:ing, and the liwws very. 
inconfider<>hle: but the country is f:rcady in
fefted by ferp.ent..~, e~~e::ial!y near the- bank:> of 
the river De Ia Plata. 

PLA TA, R iver de b, the capini river of the 
province lafr defcribed, and to which it gave 
tf:c 11:1me. It \.vas firlt difcovercd by Juan Dias 
de Sali<J, in the year I515, \vho 1ai 1ed up it as 
far a~ :111 iflaucl, which li:-s in 34· 40. of four:1. 
latitude. The mo.urh of it lies in 35 fi:Juth, 
and is nc;~...r fixty leagues in brcadrh. lr is fup
pofcd to have been called The River of Plate,. 
from the great quantity of filver found by thofe 
who firfl: vifited the countries lying on its 
hanks; for it w~s otiginally called The River 
SaT is, fr,' tn · its firfi difcoverer; who, feeing 
fome Indian huts on the Lhore, as he failed up 
the ri\•er, imprudently went on flwre with ten 
men, wh.o were al1 U1Urderrd by the favages. 
About five years after, Sebdl-ian Cabot being 
gone ever to the Spaniards from the Englilh, 
We'' {ent by the former to difcovcr the Streights 
of 1\1age11an; but being prevented by his mu
tinous crew, was obliged to put into this river, 
and failed up it tdl he came to the ifland above
mentioned, which he called St. Gabriel. Se
ven leagues hjgher he met with a river whidL 
he c;:Jled St. Salvador; and thirty farther a fe-
~ ~d, called by the natives ~arcana, where he 

QU~t 
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built a fort, calling it Cabot's cafilc. He cor 
tinued his courfe, and foon after came to the 
confl•1encc of the Parana and Paraguay, and 
leaving the former on the weft, continued his 
courf~ up the latter, where he had a hot fkir:. 
rnifh with the Indians, in which he lofr twenty
five of his men; but dcfeatfd the {~wages, and 
erected Fort St. Ann. 

The river De la Piata receives feveral con
fiderable fireams in its courfc, fo that it fame
times fwells to fuch a prodi5tous degree, that 
the lands on each fide for fever<ll le<Jgues :ue 
o ;rerflowed, and, like thofe of Egypt, rendered 
remarkably fertile by the inundation. At thefc 
feafons the Indians take their whole families, 
together with their tSocds, into their canoes,. 
where they live till the waters am gone, and 
then return to the old habitation . The cur
rent 'of this river, where it falls into the fea, i 
fo firong and rapid, that the water is frelh tome 
leagues difiant from its mouth. The water is 
alfo very clear, fweet, and wholc(ome. The 
river abounds with furprifing plenty and variety 
of fifh, and the banks frequented by a great 
number of very beautiful bird . The diHance 
from the confluence of the Paraguay and Pa
rana, to the mouth of the river, is near 200 
leagues, and all the way interfperfed with <1e
lightful iflands, and navigable by the largeH: 
fuips. 

The country on both fides this river is very 
plain and extenfive; but very tew fprino-s, 
ponds, or rivulets, which render tra rell~1o· 
very troublefome and fatiguing. 1'hcfe plair1~ 
produce all kinds of European and American 

uits, both forts of wheat, cotton, fut;a.r, ho-
3 lley, 
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ney, &c. but the mofl: wonderful increafe is that of cattle. For the plains here extc1 diJ!g themfelvcs above 200 leagues, and abounding with the mofl: excellent paflure, it ·s no wonder that the cattle brought hither from Spain ihou1d have multiplied to fuch a degree, that it is impoffible for any perfon to claim any particular as his own. Accordingly, they arc all in common, every man taking whatever he has occati0n for. The number of black cattle in particular is here fo prodigious, that they kill many thoufands of them merely for their hides, every time the !hips are loading for Spain, leaving their carca!fes to be devoured by beafis and birds of prey, which alfo are here very numerous. Thofe who make ufe of their m·lk either in food or drink, may go into the paftures and milk as many cows as they pl afe,. pr carry off as many of their ea ves as they think proper. Horfes are equally numerous, and in common like the other cattle; fo that they alfo may be had for fetching. Game is alfo here in prodigious plenty; and the partridges, which are as large and tame as our hens, are fo numerous, that they are eafily killed with a fiick. In lhort, nothing is wanting here, but fait and fuel: the former is brought by the ihips; and the natives have in fome meafurc provided for the latter, by planting vafl: groves of peach and almond trees, which grow at a pro igious rate in this luxuri · nt foil. 

F L Y.Jit10UTH, N E\V, colony of, a fubdivilion of t'r.e 1.1aif.1cbufet's province, in New Eng~and. 1t ex Pnds about I oo miles dcng the coafi from Cape Cod to the northward,~ nd near 50 broad. It was called P~ ymouth c<.•Iot. y from its fidt 
tOW 51! 
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town being built by the council of PlymDut 
in Devonihire, the firH: adventur"rs to this A
merican continent. It is fubdivided into three 
counti .. s, namely, Briflol, Plymouth, and Barn~ 
fbplc. 

PLYMOUTH, county of, a fubdivifion of the 
colqny of the fame name, in New England,. 
fituatcd in the fouthern part of the colony, and 
watered b·l two or three fmall rivers ; the { il 
in p:eneral is rich, and confequcndy fertile. 

Pr.Yl'.lOUTH, NEw, the capital of a coun~y 
of the fame name, fttuated near a bay formed. 
called the gulph of ~atuxet. It contains about 
500 families, or 3000 fouls; but the lands 2 L 

j:;.cent are not very fr1.1itful. Lat. 48. 12. N. 
Ian~Y. 70. 30. vV. 

PocoMOAK, a river of Nlarylan , on th€ 
eaft fide of Chefapeak bay. It ri!~s n~ar the 
borders of Penf;lvania, and after a courfe of 
about forty-five miles, falls i. to Chcfapeak bay, 
in the I. t. of .) 7. 5 5. N · . 

Po.MALACT A, a vi11Jge in the jurifi iB:ion of 
the town of Guafuntos, in the province · 
<~1ito, famous for the ruins of a for rd~ buil 
h 1 the Y nca's, or ancient Emperors of Pc:·u. 

· PoPAYAN, a government c · LJ':: province of 
Qyito, in South America, bout:dcd on the fouth 
by the jurifdiB:ion of the town of San Migu I 
d~ Ib:ura; on th~ nonh-c~fr by the provir:.ce of 
S1nt:1 Fe, <mJ or.1 the north oy ~ ~ go 'ern met: t 
of Carthagena. Its ancicr.t limit on the wdl: 
wa<~ the South [ea, but it ha'> fince be"'n con
tra ~1cd by the new go·;ernmcnt of Chaco; fo 
that nn w only a fmall part of it exten .. · to tt.e 
fca. On the eaft it is bounc d by the fo:.1rces 
oft.\! riv~L Oroonoko and 1 ~ egro. Its extent 

cannot 
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not be precifeJy determined; though it is 

little lefs than eit,hty leag11es from eafi to weft, 
and about fev~nty-fire from north to fouth. 
This jurifd.tlion beit1g fo very large, 'anJ con. 
taining IT> any towns and viliagcs, it is divided 
into feveral departments, over each of which 
the principal governor nominates a deputy for 
the aJminiihation of juftice, and introduces 
them to the audience to which they belong, 
where his nomination is confirmed; a circum
fiance neccifary to procure them all the weight 
and fecurity in the fevera1 departments confer-
1·ed upon them. 

The temperature of this government varies 
greatly, according as the places are fituated in 
the pbii?s, or on the fides of the mountains; 
fome being rather cold than hot, others the re· 
verfe, while others enjoy throughout the year 
a perpetual fpring, particularly Popayan, theca
pital. The fame may be faid of the toil, which 
produces in great exuberance the grains and 
fruits proper to its fituation ; the farmers breed 
gr.eat numbers of cattle and iheep, fome of 
which they fell in the towns, and drive 
othc:rs to Qt_Iito, where they are fure of a good 
m.1rket. ·rhe juri{JiBion of PoJJayan is more 
fubjeC1: to tcmpefis of thunder and lightening 
than any of the known parts of America; fre
quent dam~ges are done by thefe fiorms; nor 
are earthquakes unfrequent, and fuppofcd to 
proceed from the great number of mines, in 
which it exceeds all the others in the province 
of Q..uito. 

In fevera1 of the valleys of this jurifditlion is 
a remarkable infect, particularly famous for the 
power of the fma11 quantity of venom it con:.. 

tains;: 
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tain ; it rcfembles a fpider, but is lefs than a 
bt!g, and by fame called Coya, by others Cayba. 
1t is of a fiery red colour, and, like fpidcrs, is 
frequently found in the corners of walls, and 
among the herbage. 'rhe venom of this fmall 
creature is of fuch a malignity, that on fqueez
in 1' the infccc, if any h:1ppcn to fall on the fkin 
either of m:1n or beafr, it immediately pene
t atcs into the flefu, caufi~1 g large tumours, 
which are foon fucceeded by death. The only 
remedy hitherto known, is, on the firft appear
ance of a tumour, to finge the party all over 
the body with the flame of fhaw or long grafs 
gro·.ving in thefe plains. In order to this the 
Indians of the country lay hold of the patient, 
fome by the feet, and others by the hands, and 
with great dexterity perform the operation, af
ter which the perfon is reckoned to be out of 
danger. J3ut what is very wonderful, is, that 
though this infeCt: is fo very noxious, yet fqueez
ing it between the palms of the hands is at
tended with no bad confequence; accordingly 
·the Indian Muliteers, to fatisfy the curiofity of 
their pafit~ngers, fqueeze them between the 
palms of their hands. Whence it is plain, 
that the callus on the hands of thefe people pre· 
vents the venom from reaching the blood : hut 
fhould a perfon vvith a delicate hand make the 
fame experiment, the efFect would in all proba
bility be the fame as if the venom had touched 
any other part of the body. Nature is equally 
admirable in her works, and in the prefervation 
of them. M<1n is endowed with difcernment, 
knowledg~, and ohfervation, that he may a
void whatever is hurtful to his being; and the 
irrational fpecies receive the fame intimations 

from 
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fmm infiina, and are not lefs careful than man. The people who travel through thefe v•lleys, are cautioned by the Indians to be very careful, if they feel any thing Hinging or cra·-.'1-ing on their neck or face, not to icratch the part, or even fo much as touch it with t 1eir hand, the coya being of fuch a delicate texture, that it would immediately budl: on the leafl: preffure. And as there is no danger while the venom they contain is not forced out by preffure, the perfon acquaints another of the comp;:my \Vith what he reels, and points to the place; 'fit be a coy<:, the other blows it a\'ay, and by that means prevents the d2nger. Tne be a l:s, which are not capable of giving fuch notice, are by inftinet taught a precaution againfr the danger th"!t may refult from thefe inf,.,Cl:s in the paf!ures ; for before they touch t e herbage, they blow on it with all their force, in order to difperfe thefe pernicious vermin; and, when they find by the fmell, that they are near a neft of coya's, t1- ey immediately leap back, and turn to fome other part. Thus they fecure themfelves againft the poifon of the c;oya, though fome mules, notwithfranding all their care in c!owing, have been known to take up coya's with the pafiurc, when tne beafis immediately fwe 1 o a frightful degree, and expire on the fpot. 

Among t 1e feveral plants of thi · jurifdicrion, is that caileJ bv the natives Cue·, or Coct; an het b r. cfteem~J ' y the Indians, that they will part wich ~n · kwd of provi ions, the moft va-1 :able m"tals, gems, or any_ thi eife~ rather t .an \vant it. It has a weak Hem, ~ncl, likl! h , vine, t\vi!ts itfelf round a ilrongl:f pl:::!1t 
~or 
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for {i pport. Its leaf is about an inch and a 
h• lf or two in~hes in length, and extremely 
fmuoth; thefc leaves they mix with a kind o ·· 
d1alk, or whitifh ear·h called l\1am i, and 
d1~w it, as the inhacitan·s of the Eaa Indies 
do the b ~tc!. It is fo nutritive and invigora.
tin~. that the Ind;ans \ ill labour who:e days 
Wit out c:ny other pr,...vi!io.>~S. Great qu::..!1tities 
of it are ca:-ried to th~ mine-towns, and uCed 
b)' the L c ians, who otherwife would not be 
aUe to perform their work. 

P pay n is one of the befi trading countri~ 
in t' c province of ~i~o, large qu::tntitiss cf 
Span·lh goods being f.:!nt hither from Cartha
gena when tl:e galleons arrive there. But, be
fides this tranfitory commerce, as it may be 
called, it has alfo another recit rocal between it 
~nd ~ito, to which it fends horned cattle and 
mules, and receives in return cioths and bays. 
lis aCtive commerce confifis in dried beef, f:1lted 
pork, roll-tobacco, hogs-lard, rum, cotton, 
ribbons, and other fma!l wares. Sugar and 
fnuff are fetched from Santa Fe, and fent to 
~tito; and the returns to Santa Fe are cloth~ 
aHJ bays. Here is ai[o another traffic, which 
confifis in bartering filver for gold, th _,re be
ing ~!h mdance of tl:ie lat•er, and very little of 
t he forn r. 

PoPAYAN, the capital of the jurifdiBion of 
the fam~" name, and one of the mofl: ancie~1t 
cities in t .efe parts. It francs in a large phir'~ 
having on the north fHlc an uninterru ted P• o
fpeCt -of the country ; on the eafi fi e is a 
mount·ain -~a miJdiing height, called~ , from 
its r L mb!ing that letter. 'I'hi mou 1uin be
ir.g co•tered wi h a g1 at variety of trees,_ af-

{ords 
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fords an entertaining profpeCl:. The weft-fide 
is allo diverf:fied with fmall eminences. The 
city is of a middling fize, with broad, firaight, 
and level fireets; and, though they are not 
every where paved, are equally convenient, the 
foot-path near the houfes being paved in every 
part of the city: the middle of the fireet is com
po:ed of a hard gravel 1 fo that they are neither 
dirty in rainy weather, nor dufty jn the great 
droughts of this climate; and hence the mid~ 
dlc of the fireets are more convenient for walk
ing than even the pavement itfdt: 

The houfes are all built of unburnt bricks, 
having fpacious and well-contrived apartments; 
and many of them a balcony towards the 
fheet, but the doors and windows very low and 
narrow; aJI the houfes of note have one fiorey, 
but the others only a ground-floor. An idea 
of the 1argenef~ and convenience of the offices 
and apartments, may be formed by their out
ward appearance, ~s well as the magnifi
cence of their furniture, which being a~I 
brought from Europe, mufi come enormouily 
d"'ar; as befides the long voyage, there is a 
neceffity for bringing the go'lds a prodigious 
difi.ance by land-carriage, and fubjett to a 
multiplicity of dangers in thefe wild countries, 

'rhe church was erected into a cathedral in 
the year 154 7, and is the onJ y parochial church 
in the city. Not that its extent is tco fmall for 
maintaining others ; but having originally been 
the only church, the Prebends could never 
be ~rought to admit of its being fubdivided, 
aud part of its revenues applied to thofe of 
other parifnes. Here are alfo convents c.f 
Francifcans, Dominicans, and Augufiines, with 

a college 
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a college of J efuits ; all of them having chur
ches. In the latter is a grammar-fcbool. 'I'he 
plan of an univerfity under the direCtion of the 
fame fathers was lately · founded, and bids fair 
for being a flourifhing feminary. 'The number 
of religious belonging to each of the above con
vents is but fmall, fome of th~m amounting to 
no more than fix or eight. It is, however, very 
different with regard to one of the nunneries, 
namelv, that of the Incarnation, the profeifcd 
nuns ~mounting to between forty and fifty; and 
the whole number, nuns, fecu!ars, and fer
vants included, exceeds 400. rrhe other nun
nery is of the order of S:mta Terefa. All the 
convents and their churches are pretty Iar~e; 
and if the latter do not dazzle the fight with 
the fplendor of their ornaments, they do not 
want any that decency requires. Here was 
formerly a convent of bare-footed Carmdite~, 
built on a fpacious plain near the top of the 
mountain called M, whence the fathers, on ac
count of the {harpnefs of the winds, fome time 
after removeJ to the valley. But they were 
alio foon difgufl:ed with their new fituati on, and 
they a6ain retired to their original Hructure. 
'J'his was the cafe of another convent oft~ e 
fame order, founded at Latacunga. 

From the mountain of 1\tl iffues a river, 
which by running through the city, befidcs 
other conveniencies, ·carries away all its foil. 
Two brid!:!es are erected over this fiream, one 
of fro ne, ~nd the other of wood. !'be waters 
of this river have a particular medicinal virtue, 
which they are thought to derive from the 
many briers through which they flow. On the 
declivity of this mountain is another fpring of 

very 
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very charming water ; but not being fui'licicnt 
to fupply the whole city, it is conveyed in 
pipe:, to the nunneries and ho fes of men of 
rank. A Ji le above a league to the northward 
of Popayan runs the river Cauca. lt is very 
large and deep, its current rapid, and fubjdt to 
dangerous fwelling,s in the momhs of June, 
July, and Augufl: ; fo that the paflag~ of it is 
extremely dangerous, as many travellers have 
fatally experienced. 

The inhabitar:ts of Popayan confifl: of Spa
niards, Cafts rcfulting from the marriages of 
the Whites and Negroes, Indians and Mu· 
lattoes : but the greateft part arc of the ncgroe 
Cafl:s, owing to the multitude of negro flaves , 
kept as labourers in the mines, and the planta
tions in the country, ~md to do the m oH (ervile 
·works in the city; while the number of Indians 
is very fmalJ. There are, however, many lan:e 
villages of them in the jurifcliCl.ion; and it is 
only in the capital, and in a few other towm, 
that they are fo greatly outnumbered by the 
ncQ:rocs. 

~the inhabitants of Popayan are computed 
at 2bout 25,ooo, among whom are many Spa
ni!h families; particularly fixty, known to h«ve 
been dcfcended fr, m very noble families in 
Spain. It is worth obferving, that while many 
of the towns in America fee the number of 
their inhabitants daily decreaiing, Popayan en
joys the plcafure of viewing zt c nfiant aug-
mentation. This has indeed nothing myfre
rious in it; the many gold mines y,rorked all 
over its jurifi:JiClion, afford employment to the 
indigent, and confequentiy occaiion a conti
ntt,d rcfort of people. 

2 Popayan 
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Popayan is the conft:ant rcfidence of the Go
rnor, whofe office being purely civil, there is 

no necdlity for his being acquainted with mi
litary affairs. vVithin the limits of his govern
ments all mat•ers, civil, political, and military, 
are under his direcbou : he is a Ho the eh ief maglf
trate of the city; the others are the two o dinary 
Alcaldes, chofcn annually, and a proper num
ber of Regidores ; the confl:itution be!ng the 
fame as in the cities. Here is a chamber of 
finances, into which are paiu the fcveral bran
ches of the royal reven c; as th;;: trib 1 e of the 
Indians, the duties on goods, the fifth of the 
metal ,, and the like. The ecclefiafl:ical chap
ter i" compofed of the Biihop, whofe revenue 
is fcttled at 6ooo dollars per annum; the Dean, 
wl has 500; the Arch-deacon, Chanter, 
I "'ctor, and TreaL1rer, \Vho have each 400. 
'rhis fre is a fufFr<1gan of the archbiihopric of 
Santa Fe de Bagota. Po1)ayan lies in the lat. 
of 2. 18. 1 T.. long. 7+· 35· \V. 

I oRco, a j~tifdietion jn the province of 
Cbarcas, in South AmcricJ, bcgim ing at the 
wefi: end of the town of Potofl, about twenty
five leagues from the city of La Piata, ami ex
tending about twenty leagues. In this jut if
ditlion is the mountain of Porco, whenre it 
has its name, and from whofe mine the yncas 
extracted all the filver for their exp~nces and 
o naments ; and accordingly was the firfi: work
ed by the Spaniards after the conquefL T'hc 
coldnefs of the fituation of this diftrict occafi
ons a fcarcity of grain and fruits; but, on the 
other han , it abounds in fin~ cattle of all 
forts. 

FoR T-ANGEI., · 
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PoRT-ANGEL, a harbour on the coafi of the 

South fea, in the kingdom of .M.exico, in the 
middle between St. Pedro and Compelita. lt 
is a broad open bay, with good anchorage, 
but bad landing. The Spaniards reckon it as 
good a harbour as Guatuko. Lat. 13. 32. N. 
long. 97· 4· vV. 

PoRT-JuLIAN, a harbour on the 11agella
nic coa:ft, but very little frequented. Lat. 48. 
s6. s. long. 63. 5· w. 

PoR T-MARQ.pis, a harbour on the coafi of 
the South fea, in the kingdom of Mexico, a 
league to the eaftward of Acapulco, which 
fhips from Peru generaHy frequent to land their 
contraband goods. Lat. 17. 27. N. long. 102. 
26. w. 

PoR To BELLo, a fea-port town, on the ifth
mus of Darien, in the kingdom of Terra Fir
ma. It ftands near the fea, on the declivity of 
a mountain, which furrounds the whole har
bour. Moft of the houfes are built with wood. 
In fome the firft ftorey is of ftone, and the re
mainder of wood. They are about 130 in 
11umber, but moft of them remarkably fpacious. 
'I'he town is under the jurifditl:ion of a Gover
nor, with the title of Lieutenant-General, 
as being fuch under the prefident of Panama. 

The town confifis of one principal fireet, 
extending along the Strand, having feveral 
others croffing it, and running from the de
clivity of the mountain to the fhore; together 
with fome lanes parallel to the principal fireet, 
where the ground will admit of it. It has 
two fquares, one oppofite to the cufl:om-houfe, 
which is a fione firutl:ure 'built on the quay; 
the other faces the great church, which is 

alfo 
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aifo nf fione, large and d 
and fervcd by a Vicar a.nd fome otl er prid s, 
who are 1 at:ves of t1 e country. _,eftd s 
the great church, there alfo t ·o othen, one 
belonging to the Fathers of iv1ercy, who!'e 
conv nt is contiguous to it · tl e other dedi
cated to St. Juan de Dios, ~nd was intend
ed for an hofpital. The church belonging to 
the_ F thers of Mercy is of ftone, but very 
mean, and in a ruinous condition; and the 
convent fo greatly decayed, that the religious 
are obliged to live in the town, difperfed m 
private houCes. That of St. Juan de Dios is 
a fmall building refembling an oratory, and like 
the other in a very ruinous condition. Its 
whole community confifi: of a prior, chaplain, 
and another religious, fo that, properly [peak
ing, it has no community ; and the apartment 
intended for the reception of patients, confifts 
of one chamber open to the roof, without beds 
or other necdfaries: nor are any admitted but 
fuch as are able to pay for their treatment and 
diet. It is therefore of no other ufe than to 
lodge the fick men belonging to the fhips of 
war which come hither., and who are provid.ed 
with nece{faries from the fhips, and attended 
by their refpeB:ive furgeons, lo ging being the 
only thing afforded them in this nominal hof
pital. 

At the eaft end of the town., in the road to Pa 
nama, is a quarter called Guinea, being the place 
where all the negroes of both fexes, whether 
flaves or free, have their habitations. This 
quartet is greatly crowded when the galleons 
are at Porto Bello, mofi: of the inhabitants of 
the town retiring hither for the fake of letting 
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their houfes. At the fame time great numbers of mechanics, who then flock hither from Panama, lodge in this quarter for cheapnefs. 

Porto Bello, which is but very thinly in* habited, becomes at the time when the galleons are there, one of the mofr populous places in the world. Its fituation on the ifrhmus between the South and North fea, the goodnefs of its harbour, and its fmall diftance from Panama, have given it the preference to all other places for the rendezvous of the joint commerce of Spain and Peru at its fair. 
As foon as advice arrives at Panaman that the fleet from Peru have unloaded their merchandife at Panama, the galleons make the bell: of their way to Porto Bello, in order to avoid the many difiempers which affeCt the feamen, and derive their fource from idlenefs. The concourfe of people on this occafion is fuch, th lt the rent of lodgings is raifed to an exceffive height, the price of a middling chamber and a fmall clofet, during th~ fair, being often 1 ooo crowns; and that of fome large houfes 4, 5, or 6ooo. The fhips are no fooner moored in the harbour, than the feamen ereCt in the fquare a large tent with the fails, where they depoftt the cargo, that the refpeCl:ive proprietors may find their goods by the marks which difi:inguifh them. 'I'hefe bales are drawn on fledges by the crews of the feveral lhips, and the money paid for their labour equally divided among them all. \Vhile the feamen and European traders are thus employed, the land is covered with droves of mules from Panama, each drove confUting of above 100, loaded with chefis of gold and filver, on account of the merchants at Peru. 

Some 



POR 
Some of thefe are u1 c d at the exchange, 
and others in the fqt.~<n:; but notwit',ft njmg 
all the hurry anu COilfi!li.m p.ttending fuch pro
digiou:~ crouds, no lo1'i or ddturb .nee is ever 
known. He who has feen Porto Bello at other 
times, fulitary, poor, and a perpetual filence 
reigning every where, the harbour without 
£hips, and every place wearing a melancholy 
afpeCt, muLl: be filled with ai onifhment at 
this fuddcn chan5e, to fee the bufl:ling mul
titudes, every houfe crouded, the fquares and 
firects full of bales and chefts of gold and 
filver ; the harbour full of {hips and vefiels. 
fome bringing by the way of the river Chagre 
the goods of Peru, as cacao, jefuits bark, vi
cuna wool, and bezoar fiones; others coming 
from Carthagena, loaded with provifions: in 
{hort, a fpot at other times detet1ed for its dele
terious qualities, becomes the fl:aple of riches 
of the old and new world, and the fcene of one 
of the moft confiderable branches of commerce 
in the whole earth. 

The fhips being unloaded, and the mer
chants of Peru, together with the Prdident of 
Panama, arrived, the fair comes under delibera
tion : and for this purpofe the deputies of the 
feveral parties repair on board the lbip belonging 
to the commodore of the galleons, where, in 
the prefence ~f that commander, and the Prefi
dent of Panama, the former as patron of the 
Europeans, and the latter of che Peruvians, the 
prices of the {everal kinds of merchandife are 
fettled, and the contraCl:s are figned and made 
public, that every one may by them regulate 
the fale of his effeCl:s ; and by this me2ns all 
fraud is precluded. The purchafes and fales, 
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tt~ well as the exchanges of money, are tranf ... 
acted by brokers from Spain and Peru. After 
this every merchant begins to difpofe of his own 
goods, the Spanifh brokers embark their cheHs 
of money, and thofe of Peru fenc.I away the 
goods they have J3Urchafed, by veffels up the 
river Cnagre; and thus the fair of Porta Bello 
ends. 

'I'he harbour of Porta Bello was difcovered 
on the 2d of November rso2, by Columbus, 
who was fo charmed with its extent, depth, 
:tnd fecurity, that he calied it Porta Bello, or 
the fair harbour. Its mouth, though three 
quarters of a mile broad, is well-defended by 
Fort St. Philip C1e Lodo Hierro, or Iron-cafile, 
fituated on the north point of the entrance i 
for the fouth-fide being full of rocks, !hips are 
obliged to keep in the middle, and confequently 
within 66o yards of the cafile, where there is 
from nine to fifteen fathoms water, and a bot
tom of clayey mud, mixed with chalk and 
fan d. 

On the fouth-fide of the harbour, and about 
200 yards from the town, is a large cafl:~e, caJl .. 
ed St. Jago de la Gloria, having before it a 
{mall point of land projeCting into the harbour, 
and on it is a fmall fort called St. J era m, with
in twenty yards of the houfes. All thele were 
demolilhcd by Admiral Vernon in the year 
1739, with tix £hips only. The anchoring 
place for large ihips, is to the north-weft of 
Gloria caftle, near the ccnter of the harbour; 
but fmall vefiels come farther up, taking care 
to avoid a bank of fand fhetching off 300 yards 
from St. Jerom's point, there being only a fa .. 
thom and a half, or two fathoms water on it. 

North• 
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orth-we!l: of tnc town is a little· bay t::alled 

La Caldera, or the Kettle, having fo(lr fathoms 
nnd a half water, and is :1 very proper place for 
care "'ning of £hips, being perfectly defendec 
from all winds. 

Among the mountains which furround th . 
h:ubour ofPorto Bello, beginning from the Iron
cafile, and extending to the oppofite point, is o ,e 
particularly remarkable for its fuperior ~.ci rr i , 
and its being confidered as the barometer of .h 
country, by foretelrng every change of weaJ:cr~ 
1'his moun:zin, di linguifaed by the na , f f 

apiro, flands at the ttom of the ha ' 1 il 
the road to P ..;nama. Its top is ttlwa: s -cover ·· 
Wilh vap urs of a denfit_ and dark!1efs fe cl.~ n: 
feen in the clouds of the a ·mofpherc; an on 
thefe, vhich are cal!ed tl.e Capil!o or Cap, t.he 
changes of the weather are indicated; for ; ."J 

the e clouds th:cken, increafe in heir black :..~ · , 
an fink b"'low their uf, al fiation, · t is a fu · · 
.fign of a tempefi:: whi;e, on t e o b.~r ' ,n • 
their clearnefs and afcent :1s ceitaioly in.J :c.11e 
the approach of fair weather. It muH: howev r 

e obfervcd, that thefe changes are b0th very 
frequent, and very fubitaneous. or is th • 
fummit hardly ever free from clouds, an I whe) 
this does hat)pen, it is only as it were for an 
infrant. 

The inc1emency of the climate of PortoBello 
is well known. The heat is exceffive, being 
greatly augmented by the fituation of the t ~" ~1, 
-which is furrounded with hign mountaim, 
without any interval for the current of the 
winds, which woul other v·re refrefh·it. The 
trees on the mountains fiand fo thick, that 
they intercept the ray~ of the fun, and confe-
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quently prevent he earth under their branches 
fret. being dried ; hence copious exh dations, 
which form large heavy cloud~, and precipitate 
in violent torrents of rain ; but thefe are no 
1ooner over than the fun breaks out a- r fh, 
and ihines with his former fplendcr; though, 
before the aCtivity of his rays ha :fried th · fur· 
face of the ground not covered by the trees, 
the atmofphere is again crouded with another 
colleCtion of thiC'k vapours, t~e fun is again 
concealed, and another torrent of rJin fucccrds: 
in this manner it continues night and d.1y, 
vithout any fenfible diminution of the heat. 

Thefe torrents of rain, which by their fudden
nefs and impetuofity feem to threaten a fecond 
deluge, are often accompanied with fuch tern· 
pdls of thunder and lightening, as mufi terrify 
the mofr intrepid ; efpecially as this dreadful 
noife is prolonged by repercuffions from theca
verns in the mountains, and augmented by the 
howlings and !hrieks of the multitudes of mon
keys of all kinds inhabiting the adjacent fo
refls. 

This continual inclemency of the feafon, 
added to the fatigue of the feamcn in unload
ing the fhips, carrying the goods on lhore in 
barges, and afterwards drawing them along on 
fledges, caufe-a- very profufe tranfpiration, and 
confequently render them weak and faint; 
while they, in order to recruit their fpirits., have 
recourfe to brandy, of which there is, on thcfe 
occafions, an incredible confumption. The ex
ceffive labour, immoderate drinking, and the 
inclemency and unhealthfulnefs of the climate, 
mufr jointly injure the bell: confritutions, and 
produce thde deleterious difcafes fo common in 

this 
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this country. · But i is not the feamen alone 
who are fubjeet to thefe difeafes; others, who 
are !hangers to e , .. feas, and not concerned in 
the fatigues, are alfo attacked by them, which 
abundantly demonfirates, t'' at the caufes of thefe 
difeafes have their rife in the unhealthinefs of 
the climate, though the labour, fatigue, and 
drinking to excefs, tend to fpread and inflame 
them. 

The number of the inhabitants of PortoBello 
is therefore very inconfiderable, and the great
eft part of thefe negroes and mulattoes ; the 
whites continuing no longer here than they can 
acquire a moderate f~>rtune, when they retire 
to Panama to enjoy it ; a fufficient proof of 
the unhealthinefs of PortoBello, fince it is for
faken by thofe to whom it gave birth. 

Provifions are fcarce at PortoBello, and con
fequently dear, particularly during the time of 
the faii, when large fupplies are fent from Pa
nama and Carthagena. The only thing in 
plenty here is fifh, of which there is a great 
variety, and extremely good. It alfo abounds 
in fugar-canes, fo that the miferable cottages 
in the country are built with them. Frefh wa
ter pours down in ftreams from the mountains, 
fome running without the town, and others 
croffing it. Thefe \Vaters are light and digef- ,. 
tive; qualities which in any other part of the 
world would be very valuable, but are here 
pernicious. The country feems to he curled 
by nature, fo that what is in itfelf good, is here 
deflruB:ive; for this water, being too fine 
and aCtive for the ftomachs of the inhabitants, 
pr duces d yfenteries, the lafi: fiage of other 
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clifiempers, and which the patient fddom or 
never recovers. 

As the fordt borders almofi on the houfes of 
the town, the ti_Q;ers often make incurfions into 
the fireets, during the night, carrying oft' 
fc1wls, dogs, and domefiic animals ; even chil
dren have often fallen a prey to thef~ ravenous 
creatures. Serpents are alfo very numerous, 
and remark:ably ·defiruttive. But the number 
of toads exceeds any thing of that kind hitherto 
known. \Vhen it has rained more than com
mon in the night, the fireets and fquares in the 
morning are paved with thefe reptiles; fo that 
you cannot :fiep without treading on them, 
which is fometimes produttive of troublefome 
bites; for, befides their poifon, they are ] r ge 
enough for their teeth to be fevere1y felt. They 
are generally about fix inches in Jength, and 
their number is fo great that nothing can be 
imagined more difmal than their croakings 
during the night in ail parts of the town, woods, 
and caverns of the mountains. 

Porto BeJlo was peopled from N ombre de 
Dio<>, a city built by Diego de Niqucfa, at the 
Bafiimentos; but that place being often ruined 
by the unconquered Indians of Darien, the in
h.tbitants, by order of Philip II. rem oved hither 
in the year I 584-, as a pJace of more lecurity, 
and at the fame time much better fituated for 
the comrnercc of that country. Lat. 9· 34· 
35· N. lnng. 79· 4-5· W. 

PoRTo-CAVA.LO, See CAVALO. 
PoR To-R1co, one of the Antilles il1ands, 

be1oHging to the Spaniards, fituated 40 miles to 
the vteltward of Hifpaniola. It is about 150 

miles 
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tnit~s in length from eafi to weft, anc1 50 i1"' 
breadth from n-1rth to fouth. The middle of 
the ii1and lies in !at. 18. 14. N. It was dif
covercd by Columbus in the year 1493, but it 
coH: the Sp.tni:uds a good deal of trouble to re
due·? it, the inhabitants being a brave and gal
lant people, and extremely [I nd of liberty. 
They, however, fucccedeu at lafi, and not only 
cot.quered, but cxtir p1ted, the natives; who, 
at tl1e firfl: arrival of the Spaniards, arc f.tid to 
hue amounted to 6oo,ooo. The natural con
fequet~ce of fuch inhuman c nduct was to? 
foon v.ftble; the deftrutl:ion of the people pron:d 
the ruin of the ifland;. and there is now no 
longer any quantity of gold found in Porto 
Rico, where 1t formerly abounded, and for the 
fake of which the poor innocent natives weiC 
flaughtcrcd. 

l'he rains, which generally render the feafon 
1mhealthful, fall in June, July, and Augufr, 
when the weather would otherwife be extreme·· 
ly hot. About midfumr1er, or the beginnit g 
of harveft, violent hurricanes are frequent; 
when tHe plants fuffer gr atly by a no r~h-eaH: 
wind. From eight in the morning till four in 
the afternoon, the fea-breeze continues ; but 
from fix till eight in the morning, and from four 
•o fix in the afternoon, it is extremely hot. 

The foil, which is beautifully diverfified with 
woods, hills, valleys, and plai~s, is extremely 
fertile, abounding with fine meadows, \Veil 
flocked with wild cattle, which were brougr1t 
originally from Sp:1.in. A ridge of mount;:ins 
runs throu •· the ifland from eaH: to we!l:, from 
whence great numbers of brooks and rivers 
i.ffi.lc, which water the plains, and clothe them 
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with the finefi: pafiures. The fides of the hills 
are covered with trees of various kinds proper 
for building fhips and other ufeful purpofes. 
But irs principal commodities for commerce are 
fugar, ginger, hi 1es, cotton, thread, caffia, maf
tick, &c. Great quantities of falt are alfo 
made on the ifland ; which, with the great va
riety of fine fruits it produces, adds greatly to 
the value of its exports. The number of inha
bitants at prefent on the ifland amount to about 
IO,COO. 

PoR TO Rico, the capital of the ifland of the 
fame name, is Gtuated in a fmall ifland joined to 
that of P·)rto Rico by a cJufcy, running acrofs 
the harbour, which 1s very capaciou , and where 
the largefr fhips may lie with the utmofi t:1fety. 
It is the fee of a Bifhop, large, well built, and 
better inhabited than mofi: Spani{h cities, being 
the center of the contraband tr,ldc carried on 
by the Englilh and French with the fubjeCis of 
Spain, notwithftanding the fevprity of the laws, 
and ext ·ao1 din~ry precautions taken to prevent 
it. On the fouth-wefi fide f the city is a very 
fhonz citadel, which at once commands and de
fends ... it; while the mouth of the h,trbour is 
protected by a large, well -fortifi d <.aflle. In 
the year I 59 5 Sir Francis Drake burned ~·1 the 
£.1.;1s in the harbour; but fJndtng .t impoffible to 
keep the place wichout abzndoning all ~1is otl,er 
deGgm, he di·l not atte11:1pt to make himfdf 
maHer of it. Three }C:lrs after, the Earl of 
Cumber1and reduced the ifland, and had fome 
t:~oughts of kef ping it; but h{j ng 4c.0 men in 
t .e fpace of a month by a contar if•US di{eafe, 
he was glad to de nc:rt, Cctrl yin~ a ''"Y with him 
70 p;ec<.:J of cannon, ·.md an immen!e booty ia 
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plate. In 1615 the Dutch fent a {l:rong Beet 
againll Porto Rico, but with no great fuccefs; 
for they only to~k and plundered the city, not 
being able to reduce the cafile. The city of 
Porto Rico lies in lat. 18. 20. N. long. 6 5• 
35· \V. 

PoRTO SEGURO, the name of a captain{hip 
in Brafi , bounded on the N. by the river 
Grande; on the S. by the river Dolce; on the 
E. by the Atlantic ocean ; and on the W. by a 
nation o ·· unconquered Indians, called Ti.ques. 
It extends along the coafi: from north to fouth 
about 56 leagues; is well-WJ.tered with rivers, 
and the foil exceeding fertile, producing corn 
and fruits in abundance. 

PoR TO SEGURO, the capital of the captain
{hip of lhe fame name, fituated at the mouth of 
a fmall river, on the top of a white rock. The 
town couufis of about soo Portuguefe families, 
bu ha3 very little trade. Lat. 16. 55· S. long. 

39· 40· w. 
PoR TO DEL PRINCIPE, a fea-port town on 

the northern coaft of Cuba, 300 miles S. E. of 
the Havanna, ana I 86 N. w. of Baracoa. It 
was formerly a large and rich town, but being 
taken by Caotain Morgan with h1s Buccaneers, 
after a ftouL refifiance, it never recovered itfelf. 
N ar it are feveral fountains of bitumen. Lat. 
20. 55· T. long. 75· 27. W. 

PuR T-RoY AL, a fmall ifiand at the mouth 
of a 1 iver of the fume name, in S. Carolina, 
confi.!hu[2; oi· about 1000 acres of excellent 
JanJ. rl '11e town of Beaufort ftands in this 
ifi .md. See BEAUFORT. Lat. 32, 23. N. 
long. 79· 13. \V. 
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Po~t T-RoY AL, a fine river in South Caroli

na, about I 5 miles to the no1 thward of the ri
ver May. It has a bold entrance~ and r7 fret 
on the bar at low water. T'his harbour is 
large, commodious, and fafe for .!hipping, and 
the ri ·>er runs thrcugh a fine fruitful country, 
preferable to moft others in this co!or.y. T · e 
illar.d of Port-Royal, mention"d :in the !preced
-ing .article, lies at the mou h f it. 

Pon.. T-Roy AL, ~nciently th.e capital of the 
lfland of Jc.maica, fituated n the very pain~ of 
a narrow lleck of land, which, tow.ards the fe<:, 
formed part of the border of a very noWe har
hE>ur of its own name. In th · s harbour above 
a thoufand fail of fhips could anchor with tLe 
greateR convenience and iafety; and the vater
'Was· fo deep at the key of Port-Royal, that 
"Veffels of the greatelt burden could lay their 
broadlides to the wharfs, and Joad or unload 
with little trouble and at a fina!l expence. 
This convenience had fuch weight with he in~ 
hahitants, that they made choice of this fpot 
for their capital, though the place was a hot 
dry fand, which diJ not produce one of the 
necelfaries of life, nor even a drop of freih 
water. However, its advantageous fituatiol'J, 

· and the refert of the pirates; !Oon rendered it a 
"ery confiderable :place. It contained 2000 
houfes, very handfomely built, and a3 high
rented as thofe of Imndon. 1n lhort, few places 
in the world could be compared to this town 
for trade, wealth, and an entire corruption of 
manners. In this fiouriihing ftate it continued 
till the 9th of June 1692, when a dreadful 
earthquake, which feemed to ihake the very 
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foundations of the illand, oven helmed Pm t
Royal, and buried nine tenths of it 2 fathom 
u t tier water. They, however, re uilt the to\'.:n 
after tRts d H:ruet vc {hock; but about ten \ears 
aft :, it was bid in allies by a terrihle' fire. 
l' ~o t ;vith(Ltndiog this fccond catafiroph ""', the 
c. traordinary eo wenience of the h ubour 
tempt d them to rtbuilJ it again. But in tLc 
year 1722, one of the moO: dreadful hunicmes 
e •er cnown reduced it a third time to a heap of 

ob•. l. \¥ :lr ed by thefc extraordinary cat-
1.1ities, which feemed to mark out this place a& 
a fpot devoteri to defhuC!ion, the cuftom-houfe 
6lnd public offices were removed, by an aCt of 
the AITemb:y, and no market fufrered to b~ 
ht.ld there for the future. Lat. 17. 40. • 
on~ . 7 5· 52. vV. 

P R TSM UTH, one of the princ-i )al towns 
f .the: govemment of New H · rnplhire, a pro

vince cJt he colony of 1 rew EngLmd, fituated 
i11 the h rbour of PiGataqua, 6o miles nor of 
Ho1hm. Lat. 46. 52. . long. 70. 32. vV. 

PoR"l' S-r. JoHN, a fmall town in the pw
vince of Nicaragua in Nev Spain, f:tu ated at 
the mouth of a river on the coafl: of the S0uth 
fea, 30 miles N. W. from Leon, to w: ich city 
" t is t. e port- town. The harbour is f:..fe and 

apacious, and formerly the Spanifh !hips in
tended Cu· the South fea were built here. Lat. 
12. 10. N. lolt<b. 87. 38. ,V. 

PoTOSI, a town in the archbi£hopric of 
Plata, and province of Charcas, 7 5 miles fouth
t!aft of the city of La Plata, and rcnderrd fa
mous by the rich mines in its neighbourhood. 
It frands at the foot of what is called the Silver 

ountains,. is near two leagues in circuit, and 
contain.s 
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contains above 6o,ooo Indian3 and Io,ooo Spa
niards, among whom are feveral perfons of 
rank, and the greateft part poffeifed of immenfe 
fortunes. The air of the mountains being ex
tremely cold and dry, the adjacent country is 
remarkably barren, producing neither grain, 
fruits, or herbs. The town, however, is plen
tifully fupplicd with the bcft provifions; lome 
provinces fending the choiceft of their grains 
and fruits; fomc, their cattle; and others, their 
manufactures; whde thofe who trade in Eu
ropean goods refort to Potofi, as to a market 
where there is a great demand, and no want of 
filver to give in exchange. 

The famous mountain of Potofi, at the foot 
of which the town is fituated, appears above the 
top of the nejg

1 b:)Uring mountains, in the form 
of a fu gar-loaf. The colour of its foil is of a 
reddifh brown, and the difiance from its foot, 
which is three mi ies in compafs, to the fummit 
is nearly a mile. 'rhe difco\'ery of the im
m enfe mines in this mountai n happened in the 
ye~r 1545, by an accident feemingly fortuitous. 
An Indian, by fome called Gualca, and by 
others Hualpa, purfuing fome wild goats up 
this mountain, and coming to a part very fieep, 
he laid ho1d of a fmall fnrub, in order to cl imb 
it w :th the greater celerity; but t '1 e {hru ,, be
ing unable to fupport his wei.._ ht, c_"lme up by 
the roots, and difcovered a mafs of fine filver; 
and at the fame time he found fevera1 lumps of 
the fame metal among the clods of earth ad
hering to its roots. The Indian, who li 'ed at 
Porco, hafiened home with thefe firfi: fruits of 
1\is difcovery, w afhed the filvcr, and made ufe 
of it, repairing, when his fiock was nearly ex-

hauih:d, 
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haufied, to his perpetual fund. At len 0 th one 
of his intim.lte ttiend~:, called Guc.1nca, obierv
ing fuch a happy change in his c rcumfrances, 
was d firous of knowing the caufe, and urged 
his quefiions with fo rnu~h warmth, that G~al
ca was unable to deny. For fame time hey 
repaired together to the mountain for frefh fup
p1ies of filver, till Gualca refufing to difcover 
h :s met 1o<l of purifying the metal, Guanca re
vealed the fecret to his mafier Villaroel, a Spa
niard living at Porco. On receiving this infor
mation, he fet out on the 21ft of April 1545, 
to view this fortunate fpot, and cauied a mine 
to be opened without dday, which was work
ed with prodigious advantage. The firft mine 
was called the Difcoverer, as lnving been the 
occafion of difcovering the fources of other 
ric. es inclofed in the bowels of the mountain : 
in a few days another was opened, called the 
Tin-mine ; another was afterwards opened, 
ca1led Rico, as furpaffing all the reft; and laftly, 
the Mendich. Thefe are the pnncipal mines 
uf Potofi, but there are feve a1 fmaller croffing 
the mountain on all fides. And from the public 
acco,mts it appears, that filver, to the value of 
9, 28 2,382 l. Herlin?:, has been annually taken 
f rom rhefe mines. P otofi lic:s in the lat. of 20. 

21. S. long. 66. 25. W. 
PRoVIDENCE, a fnull plantation belonging 

to the gevernment of Rhode-lfland, firfi: found
ed by !\~1r. Roger Will iams, pafior of a church 
of Brownifis in Maflachufet's bay ; but being 
baniilied by t..e magiftratcs for his preaching 
and princ ples, he was followed by a confider
ab\~ number of people, and fcttled at a place 
wit. out the government; and to this fettlement 

he 
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he gave the name of Providence, where he liv d 
above 40 years) and bd1 ;11cd fo well that J1e 
regained e1c good opinion of his couJJtrymen, 
was recommended to tile fav{Jur of the fvlafh
chufets government by fome of the Englifu no~ 
bility, wrote again{t the prit;ciples and practices 
of the (~rakers, was dilrg,ent in the converfion 
of the Indians, and very ferviceable in OJtaining 
a charter for the government of Rhode-Ir.and. 
This plantation is a Jifiritl: of about 20 miles 
fquare, feparated from ConncEI:icut on the \;~,·eft 
by an imaginary line drawn from north to fouth, 
and from .J\1 ::aTachufet's by another imaginary 
line drawn from eail to weit. . 

PROVIDE, CE, tbe cap:tal of the pLmtation 
of its own name, fituated near the mouth of 
he river Patuxit. It is tolerably large, full of 

inhaoit.:mts, and in a very flourifhing cor1di
tion. Lat. 41. 52. N. long. 72. 29. W. 

PROVIDE.I\'CE, the fecond, with .regard to 
magnitude, of the Babama ifland.s. 1t is about 
36 miles in length, and 18 in breadth, and i9 
now the refidcnce of the Governo:·. It Jies i-n 
he centcr of fome hundreJs. of other i!lands, 

fome of t~,cm very brge, an 1 o.hers no bigger 
than rocks or kr.ol!s riling- above the furidce of 
the wat· r. The ancient name of this iiland 
was Abacoa; but .J\lr. Sayle, who was twice 
£at1 away t:pon it, called it the fid1: time by his
own name, and the fccond by that of Provi
dence, which it fl:iJJ continues. Its chief com
rnerce .. arifcs from the misfortune of thofe ihips 
that are driven on its coaft, or in making a win· 
ter~s voyage to the continent of America, are 
orced to put in for provifions, for want of 
h'cb. they are frequently in great diR:refs. 

The: 
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The provifions they purrhafe here are fent fro 
Carolina, and laid qp in ftorehoufrs or that 
purpofe · the iiland produ~ing iittle elfe than 
falt and Brafllette wood, which they carry ever 
to Carolina. They fow peafe and Indian wheat; 
the former are fit to gather in fix wee

1

~ , an 
the latter in welve. l1'i(h of various ki ,( s arc 
found in the utmoft pleqty on the coafl:; and it 
fome par s of the illc nd are vaH: numbers of 
trees 4nd plants. The principal harbollr in this 
ifland is rendered dangerous by a bar, on which 
there is not above 16 feet water. Indeed the 
whole coaH: is fo dangerous, not on1y on ac
col.mt of the ftrength and various dircB:ions of 
its currents, which confound the experteil na
"igators, but alfo by the boifteroufnefs of the 
fea, the frequent and dreadful, though iliort, 
ftorms of- thunder, and lightning, and rain, 
which feem to threaten the diffolution of the 
world ; to fay nothing of the vafr rocks that 
lie every where fcattered, fome above, fome 
level with, and others below the furface of the 
water. Thefe are fuch obfracles to the adven
turers of all nations, that they never approa~h 
the Bahama iflands, but when driven on them 
by {hcis of weather, or to procure a fupply of 
provifions and water. Providence lies in the 
lat. of24. 51. N. long. 77· J, W. 

PROVIDENCE, a fmall illand in the North 
fca, near the coafi of Honduras, in New Spain. 
It is about 16 1iles in length, and four i11 

breadth, but not inhabited. Lat. I 3· 26·. N. 
long. 8'J. 42. \V. 

P-u EBLA LA V EGA, once a famous place in 
the pr vince of Guatimala, in New Spain, 
three leagues above Realejo; but having been 

ieveral 



PQN 
· feveral times taken, the Bifhop publilhed an ex
communication againfi: it, in conformity to 
which it was totally deferted, and has never 
iince been rebuilt. 

PUEBLA DE LOS "ANGELOS, the prefent ca
pital of the province of Tlafca]a, or Los An
geles, in Mexico, fituated in the road from 
Vera Cruz to Mexico, I 30 leagues from the 
former, and 6o from the latter. The buildings 
are in general of Hone, lofty and elegant, and 
the frreets, which are broad, dean, and regular, 
crofs each other at right-angles. Jn the center 
of the city is a large fquare, faid to be equal, if 
not fuperior, to that of Mexico. It is adorned 
on three fides with unjform porticos, where are 
fhops iilltd with all kinds of rich commodities: 
and on the other is its grand cathedral, which 
has a very beautiful front, and two lofty towers, 
all built of ftone, and in the modern tafie. It 
is now the fee of a Bilhop, which was tranflated 
hither from Tlafca. B "ftc.les the cather1ra1 there 
are feveral other churches and convents, well 
built, and finely adorned; the beft felts in the 
country are mace in this city, which has alfo a 
rr int and a glafs-houfe. The houfes are com
puted at about 16 or 1700, and the families at 
about rooo. A fmall river runs through the 
town, and the adjacent valley produces vines 
and all forts of European fruits. Several forts 
of mineral waters are alfo found in its nei~h
bourhoo~. Lat. 19. 55· N. long. 1 IO. 3· \V. 

PUNA, an ifland in the mouth of the river of 
Guayaquil. It is of a quadilateral figure, and 
about fix or feven leagues in length from north
eaft to fouth-wdt. It is very flat, low bnd, 
and the tide runs very :thong on every fide of it, 

but 
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but in fo many different direCtions, by reafon or 
the many rivers running into the fea near it, 
that here are a great many dangerous (and
banks round it. It is a lieutenancy, to which 
has lately been annexed the towns of Machala, 

and N arangal. 
Pu~.A, the capital, and indeed the only place 

on the i1bnd of the fame name, in the mouth of 
Guay quil river, fituated at the head of the 
harbour, in the north-ea£\: part of the ifland. 
1 t c nfdl:s of about 50 houfes, and a fmall 
ch!Jrch. 'I he houfts are all built upon pofh, 
tt;Il or twelve feet high, with ladders on t~e 
outftde to go up to them, bec1ufe of the inun
dations to which the river of Guayaquil is very 
fubjeB:. They are thatched with palmeto leaves, 
and their chambers well-boarded. According 
to an ancient tradition, the inhabitants of this 
ifland amounted to between 12 and 14,000 ; 

whereas at prefent they do not exceed 300, and 
confift chiefly of Cafts and Spaniards, the In
dians being very few. Both the Lieutenant and 
Prieft refide here, and the large {hips which 
cannot lie at Guayaquil, by reaton of the [and
banks, load and unload here; there being very 
good anchoring againfr the middle of the 
town, and five fathom water within a cable's 
length of the iliore. Lat. 3 .. 2. S. long. 79· 
14.w. 

Pu NO, the capital of the jurifdiB:ion of Pau-
car-Cola. It is but a fmall place, and chiefly 
inhabited by Indians, who weave great quanti
tics o f coadc cloth, which they fell in the 
neighbouring countries. It :frands near the fa
mous lake Titicarc.,, 73 miles weft of La Plat,. 

at. 16. 51. S. long. 69. 20. W. 
PuRRYSBURG, 
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PutL sn u G, a fcttlemcnt on the north fide 

of the; .riv.er Savannah, in Granville cou ty, in 
South a·rolina, 8g miles !ot th-wefi of Charles 

own. It has its name from Monfieur Purry, 
• .g ndcmau of NeufchateJ who being encou
ragt;J by tl e government, both in 1.ngLwd and 
Caro!;na, undertook to fettle a colony of l:h ·it* 
·:z rs her • See- GRAN'VlLL£ Cou 'fY. Pu
rryfourg Hcs in the Jat. of 32, 19. N. long. 8o. 
15. W. 

Q.UE 

U E BE C, the capital .of Canada, fituatcd 
at the confluence of the rivers of St. 

Laurence, and St. Charles, on the north fide of 
the former, and about I 12 leagues from the fea. 
The bafon is very fpacious, being fufficient to 
«:ontain 100 fail of men of war of the line. 
The river St. Laurence, which is about four 
leagues wide above the town, here lhrinks itfelf 
at once to the breadth of a fingle mile, and on 
t

1 

is account the city :was called Qyebec, which, 
in the language of the Indians of that country, 
fignifies a lhrinking or growing narrower. 

The fir£1: object that falutes the eye, in failing 
up to the town, is a fine cafcade, called by tbe 
French the Leap of Montmorency, fituated at 
the entrance of the 1i:t1e channel cf the iiJand 
of Orleans, which is about 40 feet high, and 
30 broad, though caufed only by the fall of an 

in con-
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~ncot1fider ble rook. A little , h ' 13 this c~ .. 
cade the city of ~1ebcc is fitu'<l cd, on the nar
roweft part of the river · but between it ar: tha 
Iile of Orleans is a fpaci') s balrll1, c.·ten 'ing a 
league every way, and into thi:3 Gafon the ri11cr 
St. Cha · les difcharges its waters, fo that ~1e~ 
bee is fituated b.:tween that river and Cape 
Diamond, a lofty promontory. The harbour, 
which faces the town, is fafe and commod'om,, 
and the water about twenty-five fathom deep. 
At the time when the city was founded, name
ly, in the year 16o8, the tide reached the foot of 
the rock ; but i!nce that time the river has fun~ 
fo far, that a large fpot of ground is Ieft dry, 
and on this a larr:e fuburb is ouilr, called the 
Lower Town, wl1ich ftands at t e tGot of a 
rocky precipice, about 48 feet h '0 h. The 
houfes in the Lower Town ar of ftor.e, frrong, 
well-built, and chiefly inhabited y mer ~h_ants 
for the conveniency of the!r trade, which i 
very confiderable. The fortifications arc far 
from being regular; though the place, from its 
fituation) is capable of making a ftout defence, 
if attacked by £hips from the river, as their guns 
cannot injure the works of the Upper Town, 
while they thcmfelves muft fuffer greatly from 
the cannon ana bombs from thefe lofty ram
parts. The lover town is defended by a plat
form, flanked with two ball:ions, which at high 
water and fpring-tides are almofr level with the 
furface of the wat€r. A little above the bafi:ion, 
to the right, is a half-bafiion, cut out of the 
rock; a lit le higher a large battery; and higher 
:frill a fquare fort, the mofi: regular of all the 
fortifications, and in which the Governor re
fides. T.he pafiages whicl form a communi-

cation 
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cation between thefe -w 1 ks, are extremely 
rugged. The rock which l'eparates the Upper 
from the Lower Town, extends itfelf, and 
continues, with a bold and ficep front, a confi
derable way to the wefrward, along the river 
St. Laurence. 

The Upper Town is alfo well-built, and 
abounds with noble edifices, as chur~hes, pa
laces, efpecially that of the Bifl!op ; the courts 
of jufrice, the houfe of the Hofpitallers, which 
is a noble building of fquare fione, faid to have 
cofl: 40,000 livres ; feveral monafl:eries, nunne
ries, chapels, &c. which would take up too 
much room to defcribe. But the noblefi ihuc
ture of the whole is the palace, where the Go
vernor refides, where the Grand Council of the 
Colony, while ~ebec was in the hands of the 
French, and where all the Royal frores are de
pofited. The cathedral is rather a clumfey 
building1 and its architecture, choir, painting, 
and carving, are all in a mean tafl:e. The only 
thing beautiful is its tower, which is very large 
and well-built, and fo advantageoufly fituated 
as to be feen at a great difrance. The feminary 
and cloifrers are defigned in a better tafie, but 
were never finilhed, having been twice con
fumed by fire, namely, in J 703, and 1705. 
The chapter-houfe, once a famous edifice, was 
alfo confumed, fo that the community had 
hardly room for lodgings. 
. Befides the Lower Town above-mentioned, 
there is another beyond the Upper Town, 
!ituated on the banks of the river St. Charles, 
which are decorated with country feats, and 
l10ufes of pleafure, gardens and orchards, that 
river flowing in beautiful meanders through a 

fpadous 
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fpacious plain. The cafi:le fiands on the brow 
of a rugged hill, about 40 fathoms above the 
town; but is an irregular fortification, having 
only two baftions, and no ditch towards the 
citv. There is alfo another fort, called Dia
m;nt, or Fort of Cape Diamant, intended to 
have been a very confiderable plac"' both for 
firength and beauty, but was never finifhed; 
fome few works, together with a redoubt which 
commands br1th the Point and the town, being 
all that has been erecred. Befides thefe there 
are alfo feveral other fmall fortifications, fcat
tered here and there, not wo1 th d fcribing, as 
they add little to the firength of the place. 
Cape Diamant, which is a fol id rock, 4co fa
thoms high, owes its name to a vafi number of 
fine ftoncs foutad on it, fome of which want on
ly the haru llefs of the diamond to make them 
pafs for fuc:1. The Jefuits here, as in moil: 
places, were bdl: accommo,Jated; their church 
fine and large, though the convent is fmall, but 
both are well-built, and advantaz,eoufly fituated 
in the Upper Town ; their garden is large and 
well-planted, and at the end of it a pleafant 
little copfe. Though the principal firuetures 
are in th~ Upper Town; from its being origin
ally the only place, yet the Lower Town has 
greatly the advantage, the former ftanding fo 
very bleak, that the cold is double to what it is 
in the latter. Befides this the Lower Town 
has plenty of water, which is fometimes fcarce 
in the Upper Town. This city, the capital of 
Can2Ja, was taken in September I 7 59, by the 
arm y under the command of Lieutenant-Gene
r, I Wolfe, who perilhed in the glorious con
£itt .; and with the reft is now poifeifed by the 

2 En~ifu. 
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~ngti{b.. ~ebec lies in the lat. of ~r6. 55· l • 

long. 6g. 48. W~ 
Q}J EM ADO, the port to the town of Yea 

from which it is fix leagues diftant. The road 
between this port and the town lies through 
be utiful meadows, where there is water for the 
bcail:s of burden employed in carrying the dif
ferent forts of merchandize; but what is very 
remarkable is, that when the river which runs 
through the valley begins to fwell, the water in 
the meadows dries up; and, on the contrary, 
when the river is low, there is abundance of 
water in the meadows. Lat. 14. 22. S. long. 
,6. 2. w. 

Q_uEsNE, FoRT nu, a fortification erected 
by the Marquis du Qyefne, on the banks of the 
river Ohio, in the territories of Penfylvania, 
232 miles wefi of Philadelphia. About nine 
mih:s from this fort, General Braddock's army 
was defeated, and himfelf {lain, on the gth of 
July I 7 55· It was however afterwards taken 
in the year 1760, fince which the fortifications 
have been greatly augmented, and its name 
changed into Pitt1burg. Lat. 4-6. I I. N. long. 
79· 57· w. 

QuJBo, an ifland in the South fea, lying off 
Cape Santa Maria, the wefiern cape of the bay 
of Panama. It is uninhabited, but an excellent 
place for 1hi ps to take in wood and water, for 
the trees grow clofe to the highwater-mark, 
and a large rapid ftream of frelh water runs 
over the fandy beach into the fea, at the bottom 
of the harbour. The whole ifland is of a very 
moderate height, excepting one part. It con
fifis of a continued wood fpread over the furface 

·of the country, which preferves its verdure all 
3 the 
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the year round. And among the other kinds of 
trees are great numbers of Caffia, and a few 
limes. The principal birds found here are par
rot5,_ parraquets, and . mackaws, of the latter 
there are prodigious flights. It abounds with 
deer, tigers, monkeys, and guanos. And in 
the woods is found a moft mifchievous ferpent, 
called a flying fnake, which darts itfelf from 
the boughs of the trees upon either man or beaft 
that comes wit in its reach; and its fling is in
evitable death, there having been no antidote 
hitherto difcovered for preventing the fatal effeCl:s 
of its aBwe poifon. The fea is infefted with 
great numbers of alligators, and a prodigious 
large flat~ filh, called by the Spaniards Manta, 
which frequently defiroys the pearl-divers, by 
wrapping its fins round them, and fqueezing 
them to death. It refembles a thornback in 
1hape, but is prodigioufly larger. The diver, 
to defend himfelf aga' nfi thefe mifchievous fi1b, 
carries with him a fuarp knife, with which, if 
the fifh offers to affault him, he endeavours to 
ftrike ir- in a part where it has no power to hurt 
him, on which the fiih immediately flies. The 
harbour in this ifland is called Canal Bueno, or 
Good Channel, and is at leaft fix miles in 
breadth, with near 30 fathom· water. The foil 
of the ifland is very nch, and might be cultivated 
to advantnge, being full of rills and ftreams of 
pure water. 

Near the north~eafl: part of the ifland is a na
tural cafcade, far furpafiing every thing of that 
kind, which human art or indu{hy bath hither
to produced. lt is a river of tranfparent water, 
about forty yards in breadth, running down a 
declivity of near 150 yards in length. The 
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channel in which the water flows is very irre
g 1lar, being intirely formed of rocks, both 
fides and bottom being made up of detached 
blocks; and by thefe the courfe of the current 
is frequently interrupted ; for in fome places it 
runs floping with a rapid, but uniform, motion, 
while in other parts it tumbles over the ledges 
of rocks with a perpendicular defcent. All the 
neighbourhood of this fl:ream is a fine wood; 
and even the huge maffes of rock which over
hang the water, and which by their various 
projections form the inequality of the channel, 
are covered with lofty forefl: trees. The differ
ent blendings of the water, the rocks, and the 
wood, form a very agreeable fcene, which is 
often heightened by large flights of Mackaws, 
hovering and playing over the cafcade, and re
flecting the various colours of the rainbow from 
their variegated plumage. The harbnur of 
Q.uibo lies in the lat. of 7• 20. N. long. 81. 

i·~· r 11' ·r_J·n· fCh'l' · '<...UILLOT A, a HTia JUrllUIGtiOn 0 l 1, In 

South America, about 40 mi :es in length and 
20 in breadth. It has a town of the fame name, 
containing about 100 families, but thofe fcat
tered over the country exceed 1000. 

Q.uiNOALOMA, a lofty mountain in the 
eafl:ern cordillera of the Andes, in the province 
of Qyito. 

Q.uiSPICHANCHI, a jurifJiCtion in the dio
cefe of Cufco, and kingdom of Peru, beginning 
at the fouth-gates of ~tito, an<l frretching from 
eaft to weft about 20 leagues. The latuds of 
this jurifdiction belong in general to the gentry 
of Cufco, and produce plenty of wh · at, maize, 
and fruits. Here are alfo manufactures of bays 

and 
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:.1 .. 1 •aoBen fiuffi. Part of th" jurif-

. c H n bordc.t s on the forefts inhabited by wild 
I dians, and produces great quantities of coca, 
an herb "teatl(ufed oy the Indians working ia 
the tnine:. · 

Qurro, PRoVINCE oF, a large province t 
South America, and, at the time the Spaniards 
fidr Cettled it, was annexed to the kingdom of 
Peru, and continued fo till the year 1718~ 
when a new vice-royalty being ereCted at Santa 
F c de Bagota, the capital of the new kingdom 
of Granada, it was difmemoered from Peru, 
and annexed to Gran:Hla. At tHe fame time 
the audience of Qyito was fuppreffcJ, together 
'•ith that of Panama in tlie krngdom of Terra 
Firma, though the latter continued dependent 
on the Vice-roy of Lima. The intention of 
thi!' fr u al fcheme was, that the falarics of the 
great number of officers in both, which ceafecl 
on this abolition, ihould be applied to the fup
port of the new vice-royalty, in order to pre
vent an additional burden on the royal revenue~ 
a confcquencc otnerwife unavoidable. But ex
p~ricnce has fuewn the impropriety and infuffi
ciency of this meai\ue, and that the tribunals 
aboli!hed were of indifpenfible neceffity in their 
refpetl:ive cities ; an iniuppon, ble detriment re
fulting to the inhabitants from the vaff difiance 
of the audiences affignecJ th m, which were 
Lima, for the kingdom of Terra Firma; and 
the inhabitants of the province of Qilito were 
to app1y for jufi:ice to tl e aud.ienct' of Santa Fe. 
And as the amount of an the falaries fupprelfed 
was not fufficient to fupport the dignity of a 
Vice-roy, the vice-royalty was fuppre!fed, and 
things placed again on their ancient footing in 

F 2 the 
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the year 1722. The officers were refiored to 
their former pofis, and the audiences have fince 
continued the fame as before. But the motives 
for erecting a new vice-royalty at Santa Fe be
ing confefiedly of the greateft importance~ its 
reftitution was again brought on the carpet; 
and the great difficulty of fupporting it without 
detriment to the public or the audiences, a 
vice-royalty was again ereCted in the year 
I 7 39, Don Sebafiian de Eflaba, Lieutenant
General, being appointed the firfl: Vice-roy, and 
arrived in the beginning of the year 1740, to 
take pofieffion of his government, which in" 
eludes the whole kingdom of Terra Firma, and 
the province of Quito. 

This large province extends 200 leagues 
from north to fouth, and 6oo from eaft to weft 
But a large part of thefe vaH: dominions is either 
inhabited by nations of unconquered Indians, or 
not fufficiently peopled by Spaniards, if indeed 
they are thoroughly known. All the parts that 
can properly be faid to be peopled, and aCtually 
fubjetl: to the Spani£h government, are thofe 
contained between the two cordilleras of the 
Andes, which when comparod to the whole 
extent may be termed a firect or lane, together 
with thofe traCts contained between the wefiern 
cordillera and the South fea. The diflance be· 
tween the two cordilleras is fomething above 15 
leagues. 

'The chief riches of Spani£h America being 
the mines, which fpread their ramifications 
through the whole extent" of thefe countries, 
that province is accounted the mofl valuable, 
where the mines are mofr numerous, oi, at 
leJft where the grcateft quantity of metal is 

produced. 
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produced. The fertility of the foil, the exube-
rant harvefts with which the labourer's toil is 
rewarded, wou 1 lofe much of their advantages, 
had not the metals in the bowels of the earth 
exercited the ingenuity of tbe miner. ~rhc 
fertile pafi:ures which fo richly cover the coun
try are here difregarded, if the ftones upon trial 
are not found to anfwer the avidity of the ar
tifrs : and the plentiful produCtions of the earth, 
which are in reality the mofi: excellent gifts of 
nature for the ·rupport and comfort of human 
life, are undervalued and flighted, unlefs the 
mountains contain rich veins of fine filver. 
'rhus, contrary to the nature of things, the 
name of rich is befiowed on that province where 
mofr mines are worked, though entirely defii
tute of the other more neceffary produCts, that 
the great number of people employed in the 
mines are under a nece:ffity of being fupplied 
from other parts: and thofe provinces whofe 
paftures are covered with flocks and herds, 
whofe fields yield plentiful harvefrs, and their 
trees bend beneath the loads of excellent fruits, 
under the fertilifing influence of a benign cli
mate, but defi:itute of mines, or forgotten thro' 
negleCt, are looked upon as poor. This is the 
cafe here : and the reafon of it is evident: 
thofe countries are the fiaple for filver and 
gold, which are taken from the bowels of the 
earth only to be fent into difiant nations with 
all poffible diligence, their own country being 
of all others the place where they make the 
{horteft fray : for as the inhabitants cannot do 
without European goods, the gold and filver of 
America muft be paid in exchange for them. 
In a Spani{h province therefore, where no mines 

F 3 are 
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-re worked, the fertility of the foiT, and the
goodnefs of its products, are neglected, the 
fcarcity of money n ·ducmg them to fo low a 
price, that the huiliand::nan, for w : nt of an in
centive to his induftry~ inH:ead of fowing and 
plantino- as much as poffible, confines himfel( to 
the quamity he can fell, after making proper 
proviJion for his fa~ily. And as the wltole re
tuw of :what he receives for fruits and grains is 
given in exchange for Europe<m goods, the 
fcarcity of money frill continues, and he is fo 
poor as fometimes to want the conveniencies of 
life. It is otherwife in provinces abounding 
with mines; for thefe being the objects of the 
attention and labours of the inhabitants, there 
·r a continual circulation of money: what is. 

· ··t is replac uy that drawn from the 
s. .1 <- "re the:' in want of European 

o-oods, or the productions of more fertile coun
tries, plenty of traders from all parts reforting to 
J>laces near the mines, as the original feats of 
o-o d and fuver. But that province where the 
richnefs of the mines and the fertility of the foil 
conc~nter, are doubtlefs preferable to thofe where
nature has given 9nly one of thefe advantages. 
Qyito may be jufily claffed among the former,. 
being the fir.fi: in all Peru for its fertility in grain 
~nd fruits; its populoufnefs, efpecially in Spa
niards; its ,,bounding in cattle ; its excelling 
in manufatlures; and in the number of its. 
.mines, which arc at leafl: as rich as any of 
thofe in other provinces. But it feems as if 
;Jature, unwilling to diftinguilh this by an abfo
lute happinefs, has denied it a fuitable concourfe· 
of people, that it might not at once have a full 
n·oyment of all the benefits lavi!hed upon it,. 

there-
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.tnere being no other reafon why the mines here 
are neglected. For altho' the number of them 
already difcovcred be very great, and afford ':l 

ftrong conjeCture that the cordilleras mufr con
tain many more, yet few are worked. Thus 
the riches of the country lie buried, nor can the 
fertility of the foil fupply their wants; fo as to 
fpread through the province an opulency like 
that obfervable in the other provinces of Peru ; 
where, by the circulation of fil ver, there is an 
univerfal appearance of affiuence, gaiety, and 

fplendor. 
Among the great number of mines within 

the provmce of ~ito, fome were formerly 
worked, which are at prefent abandoned. 'ifhe 
country then was fenfible of its advantages ; 
and the remembrance of the general opulency 
of thofe times, refu1ting from the riches taken 
()Ut of the mines, fiill fubfifts. Not only the 
capital, but even the towns and village , were 
then very populous ; and many of its inhabi
tants were famous over all Peru, for their pro
digious wealth. The rich mines within the 
· urifditlion of Mac as were irrecoverably loll by 
a revolt of the Indi,ms ; and in procefs of time 
t e very remembrance of their f1tuation was 
o literated. ,...fhe mines of Zaruma have be 

andoned, the art of working the ore being 
loft ; the fame decline is now feen all over tl e 

rovince. The fertility, as natural to the cli
mate, fliH continues in all its plenty : bu 
lcarce the !hadow of the former luftrc an 
magnificence of this province remains, and. 
that prodigious wealth in which it once glo
ried, is now no more. The only part in the 
province of ~ito, which under this unhapp 
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<'hange preferves its ancient opulence, is the de
partment within the government of Pcpayan 
which aboun_ds in gold mines, and great num~ 
hers of them are frill worked. 

Q.uiTo, CITY OF, the capital of the pro. 
vince cf the fame name, fituated in the inland 
parts of the continent of South America, and 
on the eafi:ern fkirts of the wefiern cordillera of 
the Andes, about 35 1eaf!ues eaft of the ccail: 
of the South fea. Contiguous to it, on the 
llorth-wefi, is the mountain and defert of Pi
chincha, not lefs famous among {hangers for 
its great height, than among the natives for the 
prodigious riches it has been fuppofed to con
tain ever fince the times of theY ncas, founded 
on a vague and uncertain tradition. The city 
is built on the acclivity of that mountain, fur. 
rounded by others of a middling height, among 
the breaches of Pichincha. Some of th€fe 
breaches are of a confiderab!e depth, and extend 
quite through the city, fo that many parts of 
the buildings frand upon arches. This renders 
the :fireets irregular, and extremely uneven, 
fome parts of the city being built on the afcents, 
defcents, and fummits of the breaches. This 
city, with regard to magnitude, may be com
pared to one of the fecond order in Europe; 
but the unevennefs of its fituation is a great 
wfadvantage to its appearance. 

Near it are two fpacious plains ; one on the 
fouth, called Turu-bamba, three leagues in 
length; and the other on the north, termed 
lnna-Qyito, two leagues in extent. Both are 
interfperfed with feats and cultivated lands, 
which greatly add to the profpect from the city, 
being continually covered with a lively verdure, 

and 
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and the neighbouring plains and hills alwayg 
enamelled with flower~, there being here a per
petual fpring. This fcene is beautifully diver
fified with large numbers of cattle feeding on 
the eminences, though the luxuriancy of the 
foil is fuch, that they cannot confume all the 
herbage. 

Thefe two plains contraCt as they approach 
the ctty, and at their junetion form a neck of 
land, covered with thofe eminences on which 
part of ~ito fiands. It may perhaps appear 
firange, that notwithftanding two fuch beauti
ful and extenfive plains are fo near the city, a 
fituation fo very inconvenient fhould be prefer
red to either. But the original founders feem to 
have had lefs regard to convenience and beauty, 
than to a defire of preferving the remembrance 
of their conqueft, by building on the fite of~ the 
ancient capital of the Indians, who made choice 
of fuch places for ereeting their towns ; proba
bly from their being better adapted to defence. 
Befides, the Spaniards, during the infancy of 
their conqudts, little imagined this place would 
ever increafe to its prefent magnitude. Quito 
was however in a much more flcurilhing con
d~tion formerly than it is at pre tent; the num
b~r of its inhabitants being confiderably de
creafed, particular] y the Indians, whole ftreets 
of whofe huts are now forfakea, and in ruins. 

South-weft from Qyito, on the neck of land 
belongiug to the plain of Turu-bamba, is an 
eminence called Panecillo, or the little loaf, 
from its figure refembling a fugar-loaf. Its 
height is not above 100 fathoms, and between 
it and the mountains covering the eaficrn part 
of the city, is a very narrow road. From the; 
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fuuth and weft fides of the Panecillo ifTue feve
ral ftreams of e<ecellent water; and from the 
eminences of Pichincha feveral brooks flow 
down the breaches~ and, by means of conduits 
:and pipes, plentifully fupply the whole city with 
:water; while the remainder, joining in one 
fl:rearn, forms a river called Machangara, which 
:wallies the fouthern parts of the ~ity, and is 

roffed over a fione-bridg~". 
Pichincha, in the time of theY ncas, was a: 

·olcano, and even fome fiery irruptions have 
been known fince the conq ucft. The mouth,. 
or Carter, was one of the pies, and the top of 
it is frill covered with fand and calcined matter . 
.At prefent no fire is ejeCted, nor does there any 
fmc;ke iffue from it. But fometimcs the inha
bitants are alarmed by dreadful noifes caufed 
y winds confined in its bowels, which cannot 

fail of recalling to their minds the dreadful de
vaf tions formerly caufed by its eructations, 
.• en the whole city, and the neighbouring 

{;Ountry, were often, as it were, buried under a 
~h:.ge fa _es,. and the light of the fun tota11y 

: . -.- ept d for three or four days fucceffively, 
:b • i . e .euable clouds ( f dull. In the center 

t tLe pla!n of Inn a· ~ito, is a place called 
umibamba, or Stony-plain,. being full of 

~rge fragments of rocks thrown thither by the 
e"ec ions of the mountain. The top of Pi
e i:t 2 like thofe of all the other 1ofty moun
,: s of t! e Andes, is covered with iCe and 

fno· J , c nfiJer-4b:e quantities of which are 
rou2,:: t down to the city,. and mixed with the 

liqu rs dran! .. by tl.e people of falhion. 
nr"ncio:J ii·uare Ln Q.uito has four fides, 

e ~£ v1hi h !tan~ the. cathedral, and ia 
th~: 
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the oppofite the epifcopal palace ; the t ir&Gcfe 
is taken up with the town-houfe, and tlie 
fourth by the palace of the audience. It is 
very fpacious, and has in the center an el gant 
fountain. It is indeed rather disfigured than 
adorned by the palace of the audience, which,. 
inftcad of being kept in repair anfwerable to 
the dignity of the government, the greatcft part 
()f it has been futl' r d to tumble into ruins~ 
and only a few halls and offices taken any care 
of; fo that even the front walls threaten conti
nually to demolifh the parts now Handing. 'I'he 
f.our frrcets, terminating at the angles of the 
fquare, are firaight, broad, and handfome; but 
at the difiance of three or four quadraa, or 
:fracks of buildings, each confifring of about 

oo yards, begin the troublefome declivitie,.,. 
'Fhefe inequalities deprive the inhabitants of the 

fe of coaches, or any other wheel-carriage .. 
erfons of rank however, to difi:inguilh them

fdves, are attended by fupporting a large um
brella, and ladies of quality are carried in fedan 
chairs. All the fireets, except the four above
mt>ntioned, are crooked, and deftitute both of 
fymm try and order. Some of them are croffed 

y breaches, and the houfes ftand on the fide 
of their winding courfe and irregular projeCti
ons. Thus fome parts of the city are fituated 
in t'1c bottom of thofe breaches., and others on 
thei · fummits. The principal fireets are paved, 

1 : ttle others not, by which means they are 
1 nofi: impaifable after rain,. which is here very 
o 1 mon. 

efides the principal fqua , there are two 
<t hers in ~ito.,. and both very fpacious ; toge

~ w· fevr.f.al other that ate fmaller. In 
efe 
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thefe the greateR: part of the convents are fi
tuated, and make a very handfome appearance ; 
the fronts and portals of thofe edifices, dedi
cated to religion, being adorned with all the 
embelJifhments of architecture, particularly the 
convent of the order of Francifcans, a ftructure 
wholly of free-ftone, which, with the juftnefs 
of the proportions, the difpofition of the parts, 
and the elegant tafte and execution of the 
whole work, render it equal to moft of the ad
mired ftruCl:ures in Europe. 

The principal houfes are very large, and fome 
ef them have fpacious and well-contrived apart
ments, though none are above one fiory in 
height, though feldom without a balcony to
wards the fireet. Their windows however, 
particularly thofe in the back front, are very 
low and narrow, following id that refpect the 
ancient cuftom of the Indians. 

The materials made ufe of in building at 
Qlito, are adobes, or unburnt bricks, and clay; 
and to the making the former, the earth is fo 
well adapted, that they hft a long time, provid
ed they are defended from the rarn. Tney are 
cemented or joined together by a certain adhe
fivc compofition, called fangagua, a fpecies of 
mortar of uncommon hardnefs, and was ufed by 
the ancient Indians in bui ldin g their houfes, 
feveral remains of wh ich are frill feen near the 
city, and in many other parts of the kingdom, 
notwithfianding the remarkable inclemency of 
the weath er ; a fufficient proof of 'its fhength 
and du rativn . 
1 T he ci(y is divided into feven parilhes ; the 
Segrarin, St. Sebafiian, St. Barbaria, St. R oque, 

t. Mark, St. Pri!ca, and St. Blaize. Tne ca
thedral, 
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thedral, befides the richnefs of its furniture, is 
fplen .iidly adorned with tapefiry hangings, and 
other coflly decorations ; but in this refpeCt 
the other parifu-churches are fo mean as to have 
fcarce neceffaries for performing divine worlhip. 
Some of them have no other pavement than 
the earth, and every other particular is of a 
piece with that mark of poverty. The chapel 
of the Segrario is very largt>, built wholly of 
Hone, and its architeCture executed in an elegant 
tafte ; nor is the d!fpofition of its internal parts 
inferior to the beauty of its external appear
ance. 

The convents of monks in ~1ito are thofe of 
the orders of St. Augufl:ine, and Dominic, and 
the Fathers of Mercy, which are the heads of 
provinces ; but befides thefe there 1s another of 
Francifcan RecolleCts, another of Dominicans, 
and another of the Fathers of Mercy. In this 
city is alfo a college of Jefuits, with two col
leges for Seculars ; one called St. Lewis, of 
which the Jcfuits have the direCtion; and the 
other St. Ferdinand, under the care of the Do
mlmcans. In the former are twelve royal ex
hibitions, for the fons of Auditors, and other 
officers of the crown. It is alfo an univedity, 
under the patronage of St. Gregory. One of 
the colleges is a royal foundation, and dedicated 
to St. Thomas : the falaries of the Profeffors are 
paid by the Crown. Some of the chairs in this 
college may be filled by graduates, as thofe ap· 
propriated to the canon and civil law, and phy
Jic ; but the latter has been long vacant for 
want of a Profeffor, though the degrees would 
be difpenfed with. The Francifcan convent 
bas a college, called San Buena V entura, for 

thg 
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the religious of its order; which, though under 
the fame roof with the convent, has a different 
government and reconomy. · 

Qyito has alfo feveral nunnedes; as, that of 
the C(,nception, St. Clare, St. Catherine, and 
two of bare-footed Therefi ns. One of the 
latter was originally founded ·n the town of 
Latacunga; but the convent, tog ther wi h the 
place itfelf, having been de:lhoyed by an earth
quake, the nuns removed to Q.1ito, where they 
have ever fince continued. 

'T'he college of J efuits, as well as all the con~ 
vents of monks, are very large~ well-built, and' 
remarkably fpler did. Their churches alfo, tho,. 
the architeCture is not modern, are large, aqd 
ma nificently decorated; efpecially on folemn 
feftivals, when it is amazin'r to b hold the vaft 
quantities of wrought plate,-rich hangings, and 
c::ofily ornaments, which greatly increafe the 
reputation of thefe churches for magnificence .. 
J thofe of the nunneries do not, on thefe occa

fions, exhibit thefe amazing quantities of riches, 
they exceed them in the elegance and delicacy 
rvf their decorations. It is quite otherwife in 
the. parilli-churches, where poverty is confpi .. 
€uous, even on the mofr folemn occaGons. 

Here is alfo an hofpital, with ii pa ate wards 
for men and women ; and thoug.1 its rever!ues 
are not large,. yet by a proper a:conomy they 
are made to anfwer all the eceffi ry cxpences. 
It was formerly uncle~ the dire i n-of particular 
J>Crfons of the city, who, to the grc~t detrim nt 
of he poor~ neglected their dut~, and fome even, 
<rmbe~zled part oft e money received; ut it h 
no I under the direCtion of t1.e Order of ou 

y. of • t.b.l ' em, and ~ u e · f thef~ 
~ t!' 



at ers every thing has put on a different afpetl:.,. 
the whole convent and infirmary having beea 
rebuilt, and a church ere ed, which, though 
£mall, is yery beautiful, and finely decorated .. 
This order was founded in Gu.atimala, in 
America,. in the year I 626, and the fathers 
have fome years had the direction of many 
hofpitals, and among the reil: this of Quito. 
!'hey go bare-footed, and wear· a habit of a 
dark-brown colour, t~early refembling that of 
the Capuchins, which order they alfo imitate 
in (having their beards. On one fide of their 
cloak is the image of our Lady of Bethlehem. 
'l'hcy meet every f1xth year to chufe a Gover
r or, and verform the ceremony alternately at 
:!Ylcxico a-nd Lima. 

Among the courts whofe fe.ffions are held at 
~rito, the principal is that of the Royal Au
dience, efl:abli£hed here in the year I 563, and 
confifis of a Prefident (who is alfo Governor of 
the province with re ard to matters of law) 
four Auditors, who are at the fame time bot 1 

~ivil and criminal judges, and a Royal Fifcal,. 
ti called, as, befides the caufes brought before 
he audience, he alfo takes notice of every thing 

relating to the revenues of the Crown. There 
is ikewife another Fifcal, called the Protector 

f the Indians, becaufe he folicits for the.ru ; 
-nd, when injured, pleads in their defence 
The jurifdiB:ion of this court extends to the ut
moft limits of the province, with no other a -
peal than to the Council of the lndies; and to
that only in cafe of the rejeetion of a petitio ~ 

' 0r flagrant injuftice 
Next to the audience is the exchequer, o"" 

ham er o£ finances ; the chief officers of which 
3 are 
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are, an Accomptant, a Treafurer, and a Royal 
Fifcal. The revenues paid into this court, are 
the tnbutes of the Indians of this jurifdiB:ion, 
thoft! of Otaballo, San Mi6uel de lbarra, Lata
cunga, Cr.iml:-o, and Riobamba; and alfo the 
taxes levied in thofe IJarts, with the produce of 
the cufto•ns at Baoa wvo, Yaguache, and Cara
col; '1\'hich fums are annually (liftributed, partly 
to Carthagena, and partly to Santa Martha, for 
paying the falaries of the Preiidents, F1fcals, 
Corregidors, the officers of the commandaries, 
and the Caciques of the villages, togetl-:.er with 
the falaries of the Priefis and Governors of 
Maynas and Qyixos. 

The tribunal of Cruzada, or Croifade, as a 
Commiffary, who is generally fome dignitary of 
the church; and a Treafurer, who ts alfo the 
Accort!ptant, and through whole hands every 
thing pa!fes relating to the Croifade. 

Here is alfo a treafury, for the effe8s ofper
fons deceafed; an infi:itution long finLe eila
bli!hed in various parts of Americ?, for receiving 
the effe8s of thole whofe lawful heirs were in 
Spain, that they may be fccured from thofe ac
cidents to which they would, from di!honefiy 
or negligence, be liable in private hands, and 
fafely kept for the perfons to whom they properly 
belong: an inftitution originally very excellent, 

· but now great1y abufed; great defalcations be
ing often made in the eftates, before they are re
fiored to their proper owners. 

Befides the above tribunals, here is ~lfo a 
Commi!fary of the Inquifition, with an Alguazil 
Maj?r, and Familiars, appointed by that office 
:at Lima. 

The 
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The corporation confifls of a C rregidor, 

two ordinary Alcaldes, chofen annually, and an 
uncertain number of Rcgidores. Thefe fuper
intend the eleB:ion of Alcaldes in this city, 
which is attended wifu no fma1l diflurbance, 
perfons of all ranks being divided into two par
ties, Creoles, and Europeans, to the great detri
ment of private repofe, and the harmony of fo
ciety. This affembly alfo nominates the Al
calde M ajor of the Indians, who muft be a Go
vernor of one of the Indian towns within five 
leaE;ues of the city. When chofen, he prefides 
over all the Indian Alcaldes; but is little more 
than an Alguazil, or officer of the Corregidor or 
ordinary Alcaldes of the city, though originally 
invefted with much greater power. There are 
befides, other officers, called Alcaldes de Har .. 
rieros, whofe bufinefs it is to provide mules, 
&c. for travellers. Thefe are, or fhould be, all 
fubordinate to the Alcalde Major, but he has 
now very little authority over them. 

The chapter of the cathedral confi!ls of the 
Biihop, Dean, Archdeacon, Chanter, Trea
furer, a DoB:oral, a Penitentiary, a Magiflral, 
three Canons by prefentation, two Prebends, 
and two Demi-Prebends; with the following an
nual revenues : the Bifhop, 24,000 dollars ; the 
Dean, 2500; the four fucceeding Dignitaries, 
2000 each ; the Canons, 1500 each ; the Pre
bends, 6oo each; and the Demi-Prebends, 420. 

This church was ereB:ed into a cathedral in 
the year 1545; and, among other fefiivals cele
brated in it with amazing magnificence, thofe 
of Corpus Chrifti, and the Conception of our 
Lady, are remarkable; all perfons of eminence 
affifiing at them. But the fingular pomp of 

the 
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the proceffion of the Hofr, and dances of the 
Indians at the fefiivals, mufl: not he omitted. 
Every houfe of the fireets through which the 
proceffion palfes, is adorned with rich hangings; 
and fuperb triumphal ar~hes and altars are erect
ed at proper diftances, and higher than the 
houfes; on which, as on the ancient triumphal 
arches, the fpec1ator beholds, with admiration, 
immenfe quantities of wrought plate and jewels, 
difpofed in fo elegant a manner as to render the 
:whole more pleating t_han the afl:onilhing quan
tity of riches. This fplendor, together with the 
magnificent drefies of the perfons who affifi: at 
the proceffion, render the whole extremely 
magnificent, and the pomp and decorum are 
both continued to the end of the ceremony. 

With regard to the d:ances, it is a cuftom, both 
among the parilhes of Qyito, and all thofe of the 

· mountains, for the Priefi to feleet, a month be
foi;e the celebration of the feafis, anum ber of In
dians who are to be the dancers. Thefe immedi
ately begin to practife the dances they ufed before 
their converfion to Chrifiianity: the mu fie is a 
pipe and tabor, and the dances the mofl: extra· 
ordinary motions, with fome aukward capers; in 
fhorr, the whole not at all adapted to pleafe an 
European. Within a few days of the folemnity, 
they drefs themfelves in a doublet, a :lhirt, and 
a woman's petticoat, adorned in the fineft man
ner poffible. Over their frockings they wear a 

ind of pin ked bu1kins, in which are fat1ened a 
great number of little bells. Their head and 
face they cover with a kind of maik, formed of 
ribbons of feveral colours. Drelfed in this fan
tafiic garb, they proudly eaU themfelves angels, 
un'te in companies of eight or ten, and fpend the 

whole 
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ho1e day in roving about the fireets, hi hfy 

delighted with the gingling of their bells, and 
frequently fiop and dance, to gain the .applaufcs 
of an ignorant multitude, who are {\rangers to 
elegant Jancing. But what is really furprifing in 
theJe poor people, is, that without pay, or any 
view of interefi, unlefs they look upoA it as a 
religious duty, they continue this exercife a 
w·hole fortnight before the grand fe£hva1, and 
near it a month after, without minding ei
ther their labour or families ; rambling about, 
and dancing the whole day, without being either 
tired or difgufied, though the number of their 
admirers daily decreafes; and the applaufe they 
firfi received is changed into ridicule. 

The fame drefs is worn by them in other pro
ceffions, and at the bull-feafis, wh€n they are 
excufed from labour, and therefore highly pleaf
ed with them. 

~1ito is very populous, and has among its. 
inhabitants fome familtes of high rank and dif
tinClion, though their number is but fmall, con
fidering its extent, the poarer clafs bearing here 
too great a proportion. The former are the 
defcendants either Qf the original conquerors,. 
or of Prefidents, Auditors, or other perfons of 
charaCter, who at different times came over 
from Spain, invefied with fome lucrative pofr, 
and have frill preferved their lufrre both of 
wealth and defcent by intermarriages, without 
intermixing with meaner families, tho' famous 
for their riches. 

The commonalty may be divided into four 
claffes, Spaniards or Whites, l\1efiizoes, Indians. 
or Natives, and Negroes ; the lafi are nol fo 
numerous, in proportion, as in other parts of 
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America ; occafioned by the inconvenience of 
bringing them to Qyito, and the different 
branches of agriculture being performed by In
dians. The Whites make up one fixth part of 
the inhabitants; the Mefiizoes a third part; 
the Indians oue iixth ; and Cafl:s of different 
kinds one third. Thefe four claffes, accordino
to t he moft a~thentic accounts taken from th~ 
parifh-regi!l:ers, amount to between fifty and 
fixty thouta 1d perfons, of all ages, fexes, and 
ranks. Among.thefe the Spaniards, wl o might 
be efteemed the mofi eminent for riches, rank, 
and power, are , in reality, the mofi: poor, mifer· 
able, and difireffed ; they refufe to apply them
felves to any mechanic buf.nefs, confidering it 
a5 a difgrace to that quality on which they fo 
highly value themfelves, which confifi:s in their 
not being black, brown, or of a copper colour. 
The Mefi:izoes, whofe pride is regulated by 
prudence, apply themfelves to arts and trades; 
but chufe thofe of the greatefr repute, as paint
ing, fculpture, and the like, leaving the meaner 
fort to the Indians. They are obferved to ex
cel in all, particularly in painting and fculpture; 
in the fQJ"mer, a Meftizo, called Migucl de San
tiago, acquired great reputation, fome of his 
works being fl:ill preferved, and highly valued; 
while others were carried even to Rome, where 
they were honoured with the univerfal applaufes 
of the connoiffeurs. They are remarkably ready 

_and excellent at imitation, copying being indeed 
befr adapted to their phlegmatic genius. And 
what renders their exquifite performances the 
more admirable, is, that they are deititute of 
many of the inftruments and tools requifite to 
perform them with any degree of accuracy. B.ut 
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with tbefe talents they are fo excdlively indo
lent and fiothful, that infiead of working, they 
linger about the fireets during the whole day. 
The Indians, who are generally fhoemakers, 
bricklayers, weavers, and the like, are not more 
indufirious. Among thefe the barbers and 
phlcbotomifl:s are the mofi atlive and traB:able, 
being, in their refpeB:ive callings, equal to the 
mofl: expert hands in Europe. The ilioemakers, 
on the other hand~ difl:inguiili themfelves by 
fuch fupinenefs and floth, that you have often 
no other way left to procure the fuoes you have 
befpoke, than to procure materials, feize on the 
Indian, and lock him up till they are finiihed. 
This is indeed partly owing to a wrong cufiom 
of paying for the work before it is done ; for as 
fo on as the Indian has got the money, he fpends 
it all in chica, a very intoxicating kind of beer, 
made of maize, fo that whiJe the money lafis 
he is never fober; and it is natural to think that 
he will not afterwards be ea!ily perfuaded to • 
work for what he has fpent. 

The men, whether Creoles, Spaniards, or 
I\1eitizoes, are well-made, of a p1oper frature, 
and of a Jively, agreeable countenance. The 
Indians, both men and women, are generally 
low, but well-proportioned, and very frrong; 
but often defective in the limbs or fenfes. 

The youths of family arc here in{h Cl.ed in 
philofophy and divinity, and fame proceed to 
the frucly of the civil law, but follow that pro
feflion with reluctance. In thefe fciences they 
fhew a great deal of judgment and vi:;acity, 
but are very deficient in hifl:orical and political 
knowledge, as well as other fciences, which 
improve the human underftanding, and carry it 
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to a certain degree of perfection not otherwife 
attainable. This is however their misfortune 
not their fault ; arifing from the want of prope; 
perfons to infi:ruB: them : for with regard to 
thofe who vifit this country on commercial af
fairs, their minds have generally another turn, 
and their whole time is devoted to the acquifi
tion of riches. Thus after feven or eight years 
of fcholaftic infiruction, their knowledge is very 
limited, though endued with geniufes capable of 
making the greateft progrefs in the fciences. 

The only employment of perfons of rank, 
not ecclefiafiics, is to vifit from time to time 
their farms or chacaras, where they refide 
<luring the time of harveft; but very few of 
them ever apply themfelves to commerce, indo
lently permitting that lucrative branch to be 
poffeffed entirely by the Emopeans, who travel 
about the country, and purfue their interefi: 
with remarkable affiduity. Some few Creoles 
and Mefiizoes have however fo far overcome 
their indolent difpofitions as to keep iliops in 
the city. 

The want of proper employments, together 
with the lloth fo natural to the inhabitants of 
this country, and the great negleB: of education 
in the common people, are the natural parents 
of that fondnefs, fo remarkable in thefe parts, 
for balls and entertainments ; and thefe at 
Qui to are not only very frrquent, but carried to 
fuch a degree of liccntioufnefs and audacity as 
cannot be thought of v.:itho~t detefi:ation; not 
to rnent:on the many tumults and quarrels 
which thence derive their origin. But fuch 
brutal actions• may be conficlered as the natural 
conf~quences of the enormous quantities of 
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rum and chicha dran on t cfe occafions. It 
mufl: h wever be obferv d that no perfon of any 
rank or charaCter is ever fecn at thefe meet
ings, their afiemblies being conducted with the 
ftrietefl: decency and decorum. 

One of the common liquors drank in this 
country is mate, which anfwers to the tea of 
C 1ina, but prepared and drank in a difFerent 
manner. It is made from an erb called para
guay, from its growing in t 1at country. Some 
of it is put into a calabafu tipped with filver, 
with a fufficient quantity of fugar, and fome 
cold wa er to macerate it. After it has conti
nued fome time in this manner, the caiabafh is 
filled with water, and t e herb being reduced to 
a powder, they drink the liquor through a pipe 
fixed in the calaba!h, and having a fl:rainer be
fore the end of it. In this manner the calabafh 
is filled fevcral times with \\later and frefh [up
plies of fugar, till the herb finks to the o·tom, 
a fufficient indication that a frdh quantity is 
wanting. It is alfo ufual to fqueeze into the 
liquor a few drops of the juice of lemon or Se
ville orange, mixed with fome perfumes from 
odoriferous flowers. This is their ufual drink 
in a mornin , and many drink it alfo in the af
ternoon. No doubt but the liq 10r is agreeable; 
but the manner of drinking it is certainly very 
i tl icatc, the whole company drinking fuc
cefilvely through the fame pipe, and thus the 
mate i:) carried feveral times round the company, 
till all are fatisficd. 

There is no vice to \ ·hich idlenefs is not a 
preliminary; nor is floth ever unaccompa11i d 
with fome vice or other. What then mufl: be 
the fiate of morality in a country, where the 
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greateft part of the people have no work, em
ployment, or calling, to take up their thc)ughts, 
nor any idea of intelletl:ual et. ertainmcnt. And 
hence the defrruB:ive vices cf ga ,;ng and 
drunkennefs derive their origi1 . Both are 
equally common here; for witl regatd to the 
former, people of rank and upulence have led 
the way, and their example has been univerfally 
followed, to the deftruB:ion of numberlefs fa
milies. 

Tho' ~ito cannot be compared to the other 
cities in South America, for riches, yet it is far 
removed from poverty. It appears, from many 
particulars, to have been in a much more floti
rifning fl:ate ; but at prefent, though it has many· 
iubftantial inhabitants, yet few of them are of 
diftinguifhed wealth, which, in general, con
fifts of landed efl:ates, though the value of their 
produce is not at all equal to their extent. But 
the commerce it produces, though fmall, is con
tinual; and therefore it may with juftice be 
fa id, that if the city be not famous for its riches, 
it is not remarkable for its poverty. 

To form a right judgment of the air at Qyito, 
experience mufi: be made ufe of to correct the 
errors that would arife from mere fpeculation ; 
as without that unerring guide, or the informa
tion of hifrory, who would imagine that in the 
centcr of the torrid zone, or rather under the 
equinoctial, not only the heat is very tolerable, 
but that even, in fom~ parts, the cold is painful ; 
while others enjoy all the delights and advan
tages of a perpetual fpring, their field:; being al
ways covered with verdure, and enarntllc.d with 
flowers of the mofi: lively colour5. The mild
nefs of the climate, free from the extremes of 
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old and heat, and the confi:ant equality of the 

days and ni~hts, which uninformed reafon 
wou~d, from its fituation, conclude to be unin
habitable, r>leafant and fertile: nature has here 
fc~lttered her bleffings with · fo liberal a hand, 
that this country furpaffes thofe of the temperate 
zones, where the viciffitudes of winter and 
fummer, and the change from heat to cold, 
caufe the extremes of both to be more fenfibly 
felt. 

The method taken by nature to render this 
country a delightful habitation, confifi:s in an 
aflemblage of circumfbnces, of which, if any 
were wanting, it would be either utterly unin
habitable, or fubjett to the greatefi: inconve
niencies. But by this extraordinary affemblage, 
the effect of the rage of the fun is averted, and 
the heat of that glorious planet moderated. 
The princit'al circumfrance in this affemblage, 
is its elevation above the furface of the fea, or 
rather of the whole earth; and thus not only 
the reRecbon of the heat is diminiilied, but by 
the elevation of this country the winds are more 
fubtile, congelation more natural, and the Beat 
abated. Thefe are fuch natUJ al effeCts as muft 
doubtlefs be attributed to its fituation ; and is 
the only circumfiance, from which fuch prodj,. 
gies of nature, as are obferved here, can pro
ceed. In one part are mountains of a fiupen
dous height and magnitude, having their fum
mits covered with fnow; in another, volcanos 
flaming within, while their tops are involved in 
ice. The plains are temperate, the breaches 
and valleys hot, and the fides of the mountains 
cold. Thus, according to the fituation of the 
country, all the variety of temperatures poffible 
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to be conceived betw~en the tV'.ro extremes of 
heat and coiJ, are experi '"' nced. 

Q.1ito is fo happily fituated, that neither the 
heat nor cold are troublefomc, though the ex
tremes of both may be felt in the neighbour
hood. But what renders this equality frill more 
delightful, is, that it is confiant throughout the 
whole year, the difference between the feafons 
being fcarce perceivable. The mornings are 
cool, the remainder of the days warm, and 
the nights of an agreeable temperature. Hence 
the reafon is plain, why the inhabitants of 
Qyito make no difference in their drefs dur
ing the whole year; fome wearing filks, or 
light fluffs, at the .fame time others are dJe[ed 
in garments of fubftantial cloth ; and the former 
as little incommoded by the cold, as the la~ter 
by the heat. 

The winds are healthy, and blow continu
ally, but never with any violence. Their ufual 
fituations are north and fouth ; though they 
fometimcs lhift to other quarters without any 
regard to the feafon of the year. Their incef
fant blowing, notwithfianding their frequent 
variations, preferves the country from any vio
lent or even difagreeable impreffions o£ the rays 
of the fun. So that, were it not for fome dif
agreeable circumfi:ances, this country might be 
confidered as the moll happy fpot on the whole 
earth. But when thefe arc known, all its beau
ties feem concealed under the cloud of di(ap
pointment: for here are dreadful tempefts of 
thunder and lightning, and frill more dreadful 
earthquakes, which often furprize the inhabi
tants in the midt1 of fecur.ity. The whole • 
morning, and generally till two in the after-: 
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noon, the weather is extreme1y delightful , a 
bright fun, v:. ith a ferene and clear iky, are 
commonly feen ; but afterwards the vapours be
gin to thicken, the whole atmofphere is filled 
with thick clouds, which bring on fuch fhock
ing tempefis of thunder and lightning, that all 
the neighbouring mountains tremble, and the 
city too often feels their dreadful effec1s. Lafl:
ly, the clouds difchargc 'J1emfelves in fuch im
petuous torrents of rain, that in a very thort 
time the ftreets appear like rivers, and the 
fquares, though fituated on a flope, like lakes. 
This dreadful fcene generally continues till 
near fun-fet, when the weather clears up, and 
nature again appears as beautiful as in the 
morning. Somet imes indeed the rains conti
nue all night, and they have been known to laft 
three or four days fucceffively; and, on the con
trary, three or four days of fine weather fome· 
tim s fucceed one another. 

'I'he difiind:ion between winter and fummer 
coniifts in a very minute diffu enc~. The inter
val between September and April is called the 
wintcr-feafon, and the other months compofe 
the fummer. In the former, the rains generallr 
prevail ; and in the latter, pretty- long intervals 
of very fine weather are common : but when
ever the rains are difcontinued for above a fort
night, the in 1abitan~s are in the utmofi: con
fl:ernation, and public prayers are offered up for 
their return. On the contrary, when they con
tinue any confiderable time without intermiffi
on, the like fears return, and the churches are 
again crouded wi h fupplicants for obtaining 
fine weather. For a long drought there is pro
ductive of dangerous difiempers; and a conti-
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, nual rain, without any intervals of fun-thine, 

defrroys the fruits of the earth: thus the inha
bitants are under a continual anxiety. 

Earthquakes cannot be confidered as lefs ter
rible than any of the former, and if not fo com
mon as in other cities of America, yet they are 
too frequent, and very often violent, hardly a 
year paffing without one or two being felt, many 
houfes thrown down, and their inhabitants bu
ried under their ruins. 

The perennial beauty and pleafantnefs of the 
country round the city of Qyito, can hardly be 
equalled in any other part of the known world : 
the equal temperature of the air exempts it from 
thofe fenfible changes, whereby the plants and 
trees are ilripped of their ornaments and ver
dure, their vegetative power checked, and them
felves reduced to a torpid inaCtivity. The fer
tility of this country, if fully defcribed, would 
appear to many incredible, if the confideration 
of the equality and benignity of the climat~ did 
not inforce its probability . .For both the degrees 
of cold and heat are here fo happily determined, 
that the moifiure continues, and the earth fel
dom fails of being cherilhed by the fertilifing 
beams of the fun fome part of every day; and 
therefore it is no wonder that this country 
fhould enjoy a greater degree of fertility, than 
thofe where the fame caufes do not concur; 
efpecially if we confider that there is no fenfible 
difference throughout the year; fo that the 
fruits and beauties of the feveral feafons are here 
feen at the fame time. The curious European 
obferves, with a pleafing admiration, that while 
fome herbs of the field are fading, others of the 
fame kind ar(; fpringing up; and whi le fome 
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flowers are 1ofing their be~, others are blow
ing, to continue the enamelled profpect. When 
the fruits of the earth have obtained their ma
turity, and the leaves begin to change their co
lour, freih leaves, bloffoms, and fruits, are feen 
in their proper gradations, in fize and ripenefs, 
on the fame tree. 

The fame inceffant fertil'ity is confpicuous in 
the corn, both reaping and fowing being carried 
on at the fame time. The corn recently fown is 
coming up; that which has been longer in the 
earth is in its blade; and the more advanced 
begins to bloffom. So that the declivities of 
the neighbouring hills exhibit, at one fingle 
view, all the beauties of the four feafons. 

Though all this is generally feen, yet there 
is a particular time for the grand harvefr. But 
fomerimes the mofr favourable feafon for fowing 
in one place, is a month or two after that of an
other, though their di.fl:ance does not exceed 
three or four leagues ; anti the time for fowing 
another fpot at the fame difiance, not then ar
rived. Thus in different fpots, fometimes In 
one and the fame diftriet, fowing and reaping 
are performed throughout the whole year; the 
forwardnefs or latenefs of the feafon naturally 
arifing from the different fituations, as moun
tains, riling-grounds, plains, valleys, and 
breaches; for the temperature being different 
in each, the times for performing the feveral 
operations of huibandry, muft be different 
alfo. 

The remarkable fertility of the foil is naturat-
1 y produCtive of a great plenty of fruits and 
corn of various kinds, and at the fame time 
renders them pc:rfecHy good ; and this is evident 
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from the delicacy of tlie beet,~ veal, mutton, 
pork, and poultry of Qyito. Here is alfo wheat 
bread in fufficient plenty ; but the Indian wo
men, who generally make it, being ignorant of 
the befi methods, it is not equal to that of Eu
rope. This hQwever is not owing to the wheat 
which is excellent, and the bread made in pri~ 
vate houfes equal to any in the known world. 
The beef, which is remarkably fine, is fold in 
the market for 2 s. 3d. fierlins th~ quarter of a 
hundred, and the buyer has the liberty of chuf
ing what part he pleafes. Mutton is fold by the 
half or quarter of the 1hecp1 and when fat, and 
in its prime, the whole carcafe is worth about 
3 s. Other fpecies of provifions are fold by the 
lump, without weight or meafure, and the price 
regulated by cuftom. 

T hef'-! various prod11Clions, together with its 
man ufaClu1 es, arc t he fo u rccs of the commerce 
of ~ito, which is princ ipally carried on by 
Europeans, fome of whom are fe t t1ed here, and 
others come occafionally. T he latter purchafe 
the country goods, and fell thole of' Europe. 
The manufactures of this province are cottons, 
bays, and cloths, all which find a good market 
at Lima, for fupplying all the inland provinces 
of Peru. The returns are made partly in filver, 
and partly in wine, brandy, oil, copper, tin, 
lead, and quickfilver. The mafiezs of the 
manufactures either fell their goods to the tra
ders, or employ them as factors to difpofe of 
them. 

On the arrival of the galleons at Carthagena, 
thefe traJers refort thither, to purchafe Europe

-. an goods, which, at the ir r turn, they confign 
to their correfpondents all over the province. 

The 
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· The products of the earth are chiefly con .. 

fumed within the province, except t 1e whea~1 
part of !v'hich is fent to Guayaquil. This trade 
would admit of being gr(at1y enlaiged, Nerc 
not tl e freights fo excefiivcly hig , •hi h 
raifes the pt ice fo prodigioufiy, that t11c factors 
at Gua aquil cannot fell it to any aduu.tage in 
countries where it is fcarce. 

'Fhe coafr of .1. Jew Spain fi pp,i s his pro-
vince with indigo, of which there is a very con
fidcrable confumption at the manuf ctories, 
blue being the general colour thefe people af
feCt in th ir apparel. They alfo impor , by way 
of Guayaqt~il, iron and Heel from Europe 1d 
the coafr of Guatimala; and o gh it fete Jes 
fo l ig' a price, hat a quintal of iron fJl for 
aoove IOO dollars, and the fame quantity of 
ft el for above I so, there is a continual demand 
for it, in order to fupply the pcafants ,., ith the 
necefTary infrruments of agriculture. But is it 
not really afioni!hing, that the inhabitants of 
Q ito {houlu give fuch a prodigious price fo · 
irun, wh •n they m'ght le furnillied vith it in 
their own province, :c~t a very fmall expence; 
there being va.fl: quantities of the ore at Cuenca, 
the veins· fhewin!! themfelves in fome of the 
breaches of the rn;untai ns, though the mine has 
nev r been opened, nor any expenments made 
to alcertain the richnefs of the ore ? 

T 1e in la d, or reciprocal commerce, confifts 
in t1 e c nfumption of the produB:ions of one 
jurifdiECion. in another ; and is a confl:ant in
centive to induG ry among the inhabitants of the 

illages, and lower clafs of people. 'I'hofe of 
the jurifdietion of Chimbo purchafe cotton, 
cloth, and bays, whicl they feU again at G ay-
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aquiJ, and bring thence falt-fifh and cottcn. 
the latter, after being wove in the looms of 
~ito , is again fent to Guayaqui]. 

This trade in the manufactories of the coun
try, 1s attended with very confiderable profit to 
the traders, and advantage to the country ; as 
aiJ the poor people, who are remarkably nu
merous, and many perfons of fubfiance, wear 
the goods manufactured jn the country; thofe 
of Europe being fo prodigiouily dear, that 
only Spaniards of large fortunes, and perfons of 
the greateR: difiintl:ion, can afford to purchafe 
them. And to this trade is principally owing 
the happy fiate of the province : the mafl:ers 
and traders foon acquiring fortunes, and the 
fervants and dependants are contented with the 
fruits of their indultry. 

~tito lies in the lat. of o. I 3· 33· S. long. 
77· 49· s6. w. 

QyivA, a province in California, in North 
America, very thin of inh abitants, and thofe 
very barbarous. It is l.ttle known, but lies 
between 30. and 35· degrees of northern lati
tude. 

Qu1xos, a government in the province of 
Qy.ito, in Peru, bounded on the north by Po
payan ; on the fouth and weft by the govern
ment of O..,yito ; and on the eafi: by the river 
Aquarico. It was difcovered by Gonzalo Dias 
de Pined a, in the year 1536, who was appoint
ed by Sebafi:ian de Bclalcazar, to go on difco
veries in thofe parts, which he performed with 
the greateft care and difpatch ; and finding it to 
abound in gold, and caffia trees, he returned 
with a particular account to his commander. 
7'he conqueft was however deferred till the 
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year r549, when the Marquis de Canete, Vice
roy of Peru, gave a commiffion to Gil Ramirez 
d' Avalos, a man of undaunted courage in re
ducing the Indians, and fettling countries, 
when his own intereft was confulted. Accord
ingly he undertook, and accompli£hed the talk. 
founding Baeza, the capital of the government, 
in the year 1559, and foon after feveral other 
towns and villages, moft M which are ftill ex
ifiing, bu.t very little improved from their origin
al ftatc. 

The inhabitants of this government are 
obliged to be continually on their guard againil: 
the wild Indians, who frequently commit de
predations in their villages and plantations. 
Thefe Indians are very numerous, confifting of 
many nations, and are fo difperfed all over the 
country, that every village is under continual 
apprehenfions : and when an action happens 
between the inhabitants and the Indians to the 
advantage of the former, all they gain by it is a 
few prifoners, no b0oty being to be had from a 
people, who live without any fettlement, and 
make no account of thofe things in wbich the -
bulk of mankind place their happinefs. Their 
method in thefe incurfions, is to fieal up to the 
Spani!h fettlements, after an interval of appa
rent quiet and fubmiffion, and when they have 
reafon to think the Spaniards are off their guard; 
and, if their ftratagem fucceeds, fall immeaiately 
to plundering, and retire with the greateft pre
cipitation. This perpetual danger may alfo be 
reckoned among the cau{es which have hitherto 
k ept the country in fuch low circumftances. , 

T he temperature of this government is very 
hot and moift, the rains being almofi continual. 
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The country is covered with thick woods, and 
in fome parts are trees of a prodigious magni
tude. In the fouthern parts of the jurifdichon is 
the canella, or cinnamon-tree, and great quan-

_tities of the bark are every year fent into the 
neighbouring provinces. It is not equal in fla
vour to that of Ceylon, in the Eafi Indir:s, 
perhaps for want of knowing the true method 
of preparing it; but refembles it in every parti
cular ; the fmell, co1our, and appearance, b11th 
externally ar cl intern lly, being the l.m~e. The 
leaf is alfo the fame, and has all the delicate 
fmell of the bark ; but the flowers and feed 
furpafs even thofe of CeyJon. The plains pro
duce great quantities of grain, fruits, an~ 
roots. 

R~D 

R A D N 0 R, a fma11 town of Philadel
phia county, in Penfylvania; it is well

built? very pleafant1y fituatcd, and contains 
about 8o families. Here is a congregation of 
the cqurch of England. It was originally 
called Amfiel, by the Dutch, who began build
ing here. 

RANCAGUA, a jurifdi8ion in the kingdom 
of Chili, in South .A.merica. It owes its name 
to the inhabitants living in fingle houfes, with

. out the appearance of a village, every family in 
their lonely cott~ge, four, fix, or more leagues 

from 



REA 
from each other. It is not however without.a 
kind of capital, confiftlng of about 50 houfes, 
and between 50 and 6o families, moft of them 
Meilizoes, though their cait is not at all per
ceivable by their complexion. The whole ju
rifdiB:ion is fuppofc:d to contain about 1000 fa
milies, Spaniard·, MeA:izoe.::, and Indians. 

RA P.P AHA ·ocK RIVER, a large river of 
Virgit.ia, in Nortn America, ri!ing in a low, 
madhy ground, at h~ foot of the blue ridge of 
the Apa\a<::hian mountains ; and after a courfe 
of about 130 miles falls into Chefapeak-bay, in 
ht. 37. 35. N. It is very broad, deep, and na
vigable, above 40 miles from its mouth. 

J APPAHANOCK, CouNTY OF, a divifion of 
Virginia, fometimes calleu Effex-county. I 
lies on the banks of the river of the fame name, 
and contains 140,920 acres, and three pari!hes. 
Part of the great fwamp or bog, called Dragon
fwamp, lies in this county. It is 6o miles long, 
and covered with briars· and thorns, which af
ford a feettre retreat for wild beafis, the place 
being almofi inacceffiblc to the inhabitants. 
The fouth fide of this county is watered by a 
navigable nver, called ... attapayne, the wefiern 
branch of York river. 

RARJT AN RIVER, a fine, navig~ c river of 
New Jerfey, fa:ling into Sa y-hook b,1y. The 
town of Perth-Amboy fiands at it m out 1. See 
PER TH-AMBOY. 

RATTAN IsLAND. See RuATAN TsL!:.ND. 
READ's BAY, a road for {hips in the iiland 

of Bar badoes, about mid-way between Hole
town and Speighc's-wwn. It is about half a 
mile over, but more in de •th. Ships may an
chor here very fafely, there being from fix to , 

twe!vn: 
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twelve fathom water, the ground a [oft ouze, 
and be defended from all winds, except the 
weft, which blows right into the bay. Lat. 
13. 7· long. 59· 47· W. 

READING, a pretty, populous, well-built 
town in the county of Middlefex, in New
EngJand, commodioufly fituated on the banks 
vf a large Jake, and has two mills, one for 
grinding corn, and the other for fawing deal
!,oards, large quantities of which are ient to the 
Weft India iflands. Lat. 42. 12. N. long. 71. 
23. w. 

REALEGO, a town in the province of Nica
ragua, in New Spain, fituated in a plain, on the 
eafi:ern bank of a river of the fame name, near 
its influx into the South-fea, 30 miJes north
weft of Leon, to which it ferves as an harbour. 
The river at this town is deep aml capacious, 
capable of receiving 200 fail of fhips ; and the 
fhips intended for the South teas were fome 
years c.go built here. There are large en
trenchments for defending the town, and very 
lne docks for building and repairing 1hips; bu.t 
th;! place has fuftered confiJerahJ y from the 
l!uccaneers. It is a pretty largr town, has three 
churches, and an hofpitaJ, furrounded by a very 
.fine garden; but the place is fi~kly, from the 
creeks and fi:ir king fwamps in its neighbour. 
hood. Its chief trade is m pitch, tar, and cord
age, for \;Vhich it is the mo{~ noted place in all 
Spanilh America. The a 'jacent country js 
well watered witf'r. rivers:- whereof th.1t which 
runs into tile harbour has di1r hJ al.' hes, 
when:Ly gocds are carrie~ to a~1d f··oz'l. th. ~il
Jages, tarn , and .ugar-p. ant atwns, be.o. g r1g 
to the inhabitants of Leon, and othet L ·">Vu.". 

D~mfier 
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Dam pier {ays, the land here is the mofi remar -
t.ble of any on all the coafr, there being a high 
burning mountain, called the Old Volcano, fe
ven leagues up the country, and may be feen 
twenty leagues at fea. The creek which leads 
to Leon is on the fouth-eaft fide of the harbour; 
but the lands on both fides of it are fo low, that 
they are overflowed every tide, and fo thick with 
mangrove trees, as to be almoft impaffable. The 
port however is the moft frequented by fuip
ping of any between Acapulco and Panama, 
fhips coming to it from all parts of the South
feas. At the mouth of the harbour is an ifland 
which breaks off the fea, and renders it fafe and 
commodious. This ifian<J, by lying in the 
mouth of the harbour, forms two channds; but 
that on the north-weft fide is much the beft. 
Lat. 12. 17. N. long. 87. 36. W. 

REHOBOTH, a town in Briftol-county, in 
New England, fettled about 120 years ago, by 
a number of Engli!h families, who being 
!heightened for room at Weymouth remoyed hi
ther, and called the place Rehoboth, but is fre
quently known by that of Saconet, its Indian 
name. It is a large, populous town, of a circular 

·form, £landing in the middle of a plain, and about 
a mile and a half in diameter, having the church, 
the minifter's houfe, and the fchool, in the cen
ter. It is a very thriving place, and the town 
of Attleborough, to the north of it, has grown 
out of the increafe of its inhabitants. 

REPULSE BAY. See WALES, NoRTH. 
REYES, ANGRA DE Los, a town in the 

ca_Ptainfuip of Rio. de Jar:eiro, in ~rafil, 37 
m1les weft of the ctty of R10 de Janeuo. It is 
fituate:l on the coaft, at the bottom of a fmall 

b;~y, 
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. bay, in the mouth of which are two iflands, 

one called Grande, and the other U paya. It~~ 
but a fm;1l1 place, ccnfifiing of about I oo houfes 
built of day, and covered witt1 palmetto leaves; 
together with two churches, and a Francifcan 
monafiery. 

REY, CAPIT ANIA DEL, a captainfhip vf 
BrafiJ, or, accord:ng to others, a province of 
Paraguay. It extends itfelf along the eaftern 
coa!ts of the latter, from the captainfhip of St. 
Vin<:ent, to the mouth of the Rio de la Plata, 

.or from 26 to 35 degrees of fouth latitude, and 
about four dt>grees in br :adth. 1t has no place 
of any note; and the country itfelf is but poorly 
inhab1ted, either by the natives or the Portu
guefe. Indeed the latter made fuch dreadful ha
,vock of the former, that they almofr d€populated 
the whole country, and the few that remained 
retired farther into Paraguay, to avoid their in-
.uman cruelty. 

RHODE IsLAND, a fmall iflancl in the river 
Delaw .... re, in Newcafrle-county, in Penfylvania, 
opp'){i e a petty village, called St. George. 

RHODE IsLAND, the third, and fma11efi of 
the provinces vvhi h compofe New England, 
lying off I\1ount Hope. It confifis of a fmall 
il1anJ of that name, and the < ld plantation of 
Providence. It is a r{ifimB: government, by 
'irtuc of a charter granted by King Charles 11. 

The ifbr.d, w!1ence he province has its name, 
lies in Narrh2 0 anfet bay, and is about 15 or 16 
miles in length, and 4 or 5 in breadth. lts fidt 
inhabitants were thofe that were banifhed from 
Bofion, in the year 1639; and was for fome 
years the general afylum for fuch as fuffered 
from the fpirit of perfecution. 'I'hofe whom 

Mr. 
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Mr. Neale calls the feetaries, were fudi as 
efpoufed the covenant of grace, and on that ac
count were perfecuted by thofe who held the 
covenant of works; and there were for many 
years great contentions b~tween them and their 
neighbour8, the Maffachufets. But fince there 
have been two churches in the illand, the one 
frefbyterian, aml the other according to the 
Church of England, they are tolerably good 
.neighbours. 

Rhode lfland is, with jufiice, catled the Pa-
_radife of New England, for the fruitfulnefs of 
the fo 1, and the temperatenefs of the climate; 
which, though not above 6o miles fouth of 
Bofion, is much warmer in the winter, and, be
ing furrounded by the ocean, is not fo much 
affct!ed by the land-breezes as the towns on 
the continent are. There is a very conflder
able trade carried on from hence to the fugar
colonies, with butter and cheefe, horfes, fueep, 
beef, pork, tallow, timber, frames for houfes, 
&c. The pleafantnefs of the ifiand invited fo 
many planters hither, that it was in a few years 
overfiocked, and fome of them were obliged to 
return to the continent, where they purchafed 
a tract of land, now covered with the towns of 
Providence and \Varwick. It is indeed no 
wonder that this province fhould be fo well 
peopled, if we confider its happy fituation for 
trad e, the goodnefs of its climate, and that 
th re has been for fome years an unlimited free
dom of religion. 

RrcHLIEU IsLANDS, a clufier of iflands in 
the river St. Laurence, about 12. leagues above 
the town of the Three Rivers, and where tlte 
government of Montreal begins. There are 

near 
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near an hundred of them, forming a kind of 
Archipelago, ferving as a retreat to the wild In
dians. They abound with a variety of game, 
particularly the mu!k-rat, which they hunt in 
the month of April. Lat. 46. 22. N. long. 
71. 7· W. 

RrCHLIEu, FoRT, afmall fortification built 
by the French, on the north bank of the river 
Sorrel, at its influx into the river St. Lau
rence, oppofite the i!lands of Richlieu above
defcribed. 

RICHMOND CouNTY, a difhitl of the pro-
vince of New-York, confifiing of Staten 
Ifland. See ST AT EN IsLAND. 

RIOBAMBA, a jurifditlion in the province of 
Qui to, joining on theN. to the Affiento ofLa
ta.cunga; its capital is a town of the fame name. 
1he productions and manufaCtures of this pro
vince excel all the refi of the provinces of Peru. 
Several parts of it alfo are full of mines of gold 
and filver, fome of them remarkably rich; the 
ore of it being found by effay to contain So 
marks of filver per chefi; a very afloniihing 
circumfrante, the ufual produce in thofe called 
rich mines being only 8 or ro marks per cheft, 
each chefi containing 50 quintals of ore. This 
is really the cafe with the mines of Potofi and 
Lipes, though after the expence of carrying the 
ore to other places, in order to its being refined, 
and other incidental charges, the profits are con
£derably large. Indeed the whole country is 
full of mines, fo that the inhabitants, with an 
indufirious turn of thought, might extract as . 
large quantities of~old and filver from them, as 
th( fe which have rendered the fouthern pro
vir.ces fo opulent. But they feem to be intimidated 

by 
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lly an apprchenfion of the difficulties tbat muft 
~ttend an attempt to open thefe mines; which 
are thought fo great, that when a perfon ex• 
preffes his inclination of working fome mine, 
his neighbours do a~l in their power to divert 
him from his purpofe ; and if they cannot fuc
ceed in this, they fly from him as if they were 
afraid of catching the infeB:ion. It is therefore 
no wonder that thefe mtnes, though in all ap· 
pearance remarkably rich, 1hould be neglected, 
and no perfon found defirous of reaping the vail: 
advantages that would doubtlefs refult from 
working them. 

Rxo GRAND.£, a captainlliip in Brafil, 
bounded on the north by that of Siara; on the 
fouth by that of Parayba ; on the eafi by the 
Atlantic ocean ; and on the well by feveral na
tions of wild Indians. The natives call this 
country Porigi, or Polingi ; but the Portuguefe 
Rio Grande, from one of the largeft rivers run
ning through it, difcharging its waters into the 
ocean between Punta Negro, and the fortrefs of 
T'res Reys. The government is divided into 
three parts, and take their name from three 
different rivers running through the captainili.ip, 
viz. Cunhao, Goyana, Mumphobu, and Polig
ni. It is but poorly peopled, either by Portu
guefe or natives ; and, except about 100 fo\diers 
in the fortrefs of Tres Reys, or the Three 
Kings, there ~re very few of the former, and 
thefe live in a neighbouring village, keeping 
two or three fugar-mills at work, and cultivate a 
few plantations and farms, where they breed a 
confiderable number of fueep. The natives 
are hardly more numerous, the Portuguefe hav-

in' 
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ing made fuch havock of them in tlteir 
former wars, that the refi diofe rather to 
abandon their country, than live under fuch 
cruel and tyrannical mafiers. The fort of 
Tres Reyes lies in the 1at. of S· 32. S. long. 
35· so. w. 

Rro GRANDE, a large river in Brafil, from 
whence the above captainfhip has its name. It 
has however no claim to the pompous title, 
though it has water enough near its mouth to 
bear (}lips of confiderable bulk; but its entrance, 
if we may believe the Portuguefe, is difficult 
and dangerous, though wide and deep enough 
farther in. The French, after they abantloned 
Rio de Janeiro, ufed to frequent Rio Grande, 
being in friendfhip with the natives, whom they 
called Petiguazes, and who lived on its banks. 
But the Portuguefe, then in poffeffion of Pa. 
rayba, being jealous of having fuch neighbours, 
ordered the Governor to drive them out, which 
was accordingly done, about the year 16oi, 
and foon after they built the fort of Tres Reys) 
at the mouth of the river, to p1 event their re
turning for the future. The territory was af. 
terwards erected into a cap ain1hip, under a pe
culiar Governor, and now holds the tenth rank 
among thofe of Brafil; though it has only the 
above fort for its defence, and near it a fmall 
village called Natal. The other fcur rivers have 
nothing remarkable, except that the Cunaho is 
navigable by boat5 and barges. The country, 
though far lefs remarkable for its riches than 
what the Portuguefe reprefent it, has plenty 
of fiih and wild fowl, particular.Jy the for-
mer. 

Rru 
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Rio DE JANEIRo, a famous river of Bra:fil, 

running from the north, and falling into the 
ocean a lit to the weft of Cape Frio, in the 

lat. of 22. 30. S. . 
Rio DE JANEIRO,. a captainlhip of Brafil, 

fo called from ·he river above-mentioned, which 
runs through the middle of it. It is bounded 
on the north by the government of Efpiritu 
San to, an 1 by that of St. Vincent on the fouth ; 
the Atlantic ocean terminates it . on the eaft, 
and fcveral nations of unconquered Indians on 
the weil:. The natives called this country and 
r iver by the name of Ganabara, an4 the 
Fre~ch, who attempted to make a fetclement 
here, continued the appeliation ; but the Portu
guefe, on their becoming maflers of the eoun
try, called it Rio de Janeiro, which is the only 
name i~ is now known by. At the mouth of 
the river, on the eaft fide, is the fort of Santa 
C ruz ; and on the weft that of St. J ago, toge
ther with the city of St. Sebafl.ian, its capital. 

The rivers in this captain{hip are but few, 
and not remarkable for their largenef<:, except 
that from \vhich it has its name ; though this 
is rather a gulph or bay than a river, as he wa
ter in it is falt. Two pretty large rivers indeed 
difcharge themfelves into it, but their waters 
are not at all fufficient for the capacious bay 
which is called Rio t1e Janeiro. The banks of 
the two rivers above mentioned hove many vil
lages of the natives. At the mout~ of the Rio 
de Janeiro are feveral fmall ifiands, which ren
der the entrance both difficult and dangerous, 
and it is furrounded with hills of a mr derate 

,height. At fome diftance from the entrance is 
a £height, having on the weft fide of it, a py

ramidical 
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ramydical rock; to which the French gave the name of ButterrPot; and a little higher up, another rock, abQut 120 yards in compafs, called the Rake. Above this rock is an ifland, about half a league in compafs, furrounded with I:unken rocks to fuch a diftance, that a lhip cannot come within cannon-thot of i , and confequently is very firQllg by nature. Nor can even fmall barges land on any part of it, except a fmall haven facing the continent. The ifland has two mountains ; one at each extremity, and in the middle of it a rock about 6o feet high. 

Rro REAL, a river of Brafil, running almoft parallel with that of St. Francis, dividing the captainfhip of Seregipe from that of Todos Ios Santos, and falling into the ocean 41 leagues to the northward of the bay of that nam~. RoANOKE, a nver in North Carolina, riling in the Apalach1an mountains in Virginia, and falling into the ocean, in the lat. of 33· 44· N. where it forms a kind of long and narrow bay, called Albemar1e Sound. 
RoBER T-BA Y, a gulph or bay in the ifland of Martinico, near two leagues in depth. It is formed by two points, that on the eafi called Point a la Rofe, and that on the wefi called Point of the Galleons. At the mouth of it are two little iflands, one behind the other, which by breaking the waves of the fea, render this bay the more quiet and fecure for fhipping; and indeed it is one of the fineft natural harbours that can be imagined, being capable of admitting the largeft fleet with fuch convenien· cy, that the fhips may ride fo near the 1hore as to reach it by a plank. 

Roe A 
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RocA IsLANDs, a clufter of uninhabited 

Hlands, lying off the coaft of the province of 
Venezuela, in the kingdom of Terra Firma, 
about o ne hundred and twenty miles north-weft
by-weft of Tortuga. Thefe iflands ftretch 
themfelves eaft and weft about five leagues, and 
about three leagues from north to fouth. The 
northern ifland in this little Archipelago is the 
mofi: remarkable, by reafon of a high, white, 
rocky hill at the weft end of it, which may be 
feen at a great diftance. This rocky precipice 
is greatly frequented by Tropic birds, men of 
war birds, boobies, and noddies. The Tropic 
bird is about the fize of a pigeon, but round 
and plump like a partridge ; they are wholly 
white, except two or three feathers in each 
wing of a light-grey colour. Tneir b 11s are of 
a pale yellow, thick and fuort. They have one 
long feather, or rather quill, about feven inches 
in length, growing out of their rump, which is 
all the tail they have. They are never feen but 
between the Tropics, for whieh reafon they are 
called Tropic birds. They are very good food, 
and are fometimes met with a long way from 
the land. The man of war bird is about the 
bignefs of a kite, and nearly of the fame fhape, 
but the body black, and the neck of a fine red 
colour. T hey l1ve on fi{b, but never fettle on 
the w, ter, keeping on the wing, like a kite, 
near · e furface of the fea, and when they 
fee th ei r prey plunge down with their head fore
moft, take up the prey in their bill, and imme .. 
diately mount into the air. !'heir wings are 
very long, and their feet like thofe of a land .. 
fowl ; t hey bu ild on t rees, or, if thofe are want 
ing, among the rocks. The booby is a water-

fowl, 
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fowl, fomewhat lefs than a hen, of a light-grey
iih colour. It has a very ftrong bill, and very 
broal at the end. Its feet are webbed like thole 
of a duck. It is fo very fimple that it will 
hardly go out of a perfon's way, from whence 
it has its name. Tney build their nefl:s on the 
ground, or in the craggs of the rocks. The 
noddy is a fmall black-bird, nearlv refcmblin()' 
the Englifu black-bird. It build~ among th~ 
rocks, and is never feen far from the ihore. 

On the fouth-fide of the northern ifland is a 
frefu-water fiream, flowing from the fide of the 
above-mentioned hill, but of an aluminous 
tafl:e, which renders it very unpleafant. The 
middle of the ifland is low, and overgrown with 
long grafs, among which are mult'tudes of 
fmall, grey fowls, not higger than a black-bird, 
but lay eggs as large as a magpye. The ea:!l end 
of the ifland is overgrown with black ma grove 
trees. The foil there is a light fand, and over
flown by the fea at fpring-tides. The road is 
on the fouth fide, near the micfdle of the ifland. 
The reil: of the Roca iflands are low ; the next 
to the northernmoft is fmall, flat, and even, 
without trees, bearing only graf-;. About a 
league from this are two other iflands, not 200 
yards difl:ant from each other, yet the channel 
between them has water fufficient for large fhips 
to pafs. 'They are bo•h co 'ered with red man
grove trees, which flourilh prodigioufly in low, 
drowned land. The other iflands are ailo low, 
and covered with red mangrove trees. There 
is good riding in many places between the 
iflands, but not without, except to the weft
ward or fouth-wefl:. For on the eafi and north
eaft of thefe iflands, the trade-wind blows, and 
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ma ·es a great fea; and to the fouthward of 
them there is no ground under 70, 8o, or ICO 

fathom clofe under the 1~ nd, As the mangrove 
trees in thefe iflands are different from the com
mon forL, a defcription of them will be necelfa
ry. There are three pecies of mangrove trees, 
black, red, and white. 'I'he black is much the 
largeft, about the tize of our oaks, and near 20 

feet high. The timber is very fcrviceable, but 
remat kably heavy, and on th.1t account little 
ufed in building. The red mangrove grows 
generally by the fea-fidc, or along the margin 
of rivers and creeks. The body is· not fo large 
as that of the black mangrove, but always grows 
from many roots, and at about fix, eight, or ten 
feet above the furface rf the ground, join into 
one trunk or body, wLich feems to be fupported 
by fo many artificial ftakes.. Where thefe trees 
grow it is impoffible to march, by reafon of 
thefe ftakes, which are fo intangled with one 
another, that you are obliged to tlep from root 
to root, without touching the ground. The 
timber of thefe trees i hard, and ufeful in many 
purpofes. The infide of the bark is red, and 
ufed in many parts of the Weft Indtes for tan
ning leather. The white mangrove never grows 
to the fize of the other forts, nor is its wood of 
01ny great ufe. The Rocca inands lye in the 
lat. of 1 I. 40. N. long. 67. 30. W. 

RosE, ST. a bay in Louifiana, ilieltered by a 
very long ifland of the fame name, extending to 
the bay of Penfaco1a. The channel between 
the ifland and the continent is fufficiently wide 
for {hips to pafs from one of thofe bays to the 
other. The ifland is well-watered, and abounds 
with a variety of game. 'rhc tides here are 

more 
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more regular than in other parts of the gulph of 
Mexico, and the tide flows regularlf every 
twelve hours. Latitude 30. 32. N. long. 86. 
42.W. 

RocaE, STREIGHT DE LA, a {height near 
the fouthern extremity of America, 120 leagues 
eaft of that of La Maire, in the lat. of 55· oo. 
S. It is formed by an ifland called by the fame 
name, on the weft ; and by a traCl: of land, 
whether ifland 01" continent is unknown, on the 
eaft. It was difcovered by De la Roche, and 
from him has its n~ me . 

RosALIA, a fort built by the French on the 
Miffifippi, in the country of the Nauchees, an 
Indian tribe inhabiting that country. It frands 
about 105 miles north of New Orleans, in a 
very pleafant and fertile country, but thinly in
habited. Lat. 31. 9· N. long. 90. 25. W. 

ROJfBOROUGH, a town of Suffolk- county in 
the colony of Malfachufets, fituated at the bot
tom of a !hallow bay, without any harbour, but 
is weB-watered. The river Smelt runs through 
it, and the river Stony a few miles to the north 
of it. It has a good free-fchool, and i~ in a 
flourilhing condition. Lat. 4-2. 36. N. Jong. 70. 
Jo.W. 

RoYAL IsLE, an ifland in the river St, Lau
rence, about 6o miles below lake Ontario. The 
foil is very fertile, and produces great quantities 
of grain. It had a fhong fort on it built by the 
French, which was taken by General Amhcrfr, 
on the 23d of Auguft I 760, two days after the 
firft firing of his batteries. 

RUATAN, or RATTAN, an ifland in the bay 
of Honduras, eight leagues from the Mofquito 
thore, and about 200 weft-and-by-fouth from 
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Jamaica. It is about thirty miles long, and 
thirteen broad, naturally fortified with rocks and 
1hoals, except the entrance into the harbour, 
which is fo narrow that only one !hip can pafs 
it at a time ; but the harbour is one of the fineft 
in the world, being fufficiently capacious for 
500 fail of fhips to ride in the utmoft fafety. 
'rhe ifland is overgrown with wood, hut re
markably healthy, and not near fo hot as Ja
maica, there being continually a !hong breeze 
at eafr, which keeps the atmofphere cool. It 
has plenty of excellent water, a great number 
of wild hogs and deer, ducks, teal, pigeons, and 
parrots ; and the fea abounds with filh of all 
kinds, particularly crab-fi{h and fine turtle. 
Here are great quantities of cocoa nuts, wild 
figs, and excellent grapes. But there are 
alfo ferpents, called owlers, as big as a man's 
waifr, and twelve or fourteen feet long, with a 
very wide mouth ; when they lie firetched out 
at length, they appear like old fallen trunks of 
trees, covered {vith a !hort mofs. This ifland 
was totally inhabited till the year 1742, when 
the Englifu, under the command of 1\tiajor 
Crawford, began a fettlement, in order to pro
teCt the logwood-cutters, and fecure a trade with 
the Spaniards of Guatimala, for cochineal, in
digo, &c. But it was foon after abandoned. 
Ruatan lies in the lat. of 17. 6. N. long. 88. 
12. w. 

RuMI-BAMBA, a plain near ~ito, in South 
America, full of large fragments of rocks thrown 
thither from a volcano, formerq in the famous 
mountain of Pichincha. See ~UITO. 

V.oL. Ill. H RuPER T's 
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RuP ER T 's RIVER, a river in Hudfon's Bay, 

where tlut Company have a fettlement. Lat. 
57· 20. 1~. long. 78. 2. vV. 

SAB 

S A BA, one of the Caribbec iflands, fmall, 
but very pleafant, 13 miles N. \V. of Eu

flatia, and 30 S. W. of St. Bartholomew. It is 
between four and five leagues in compafs, and 
faid to have belonged formerly to the Danes. It 
appears at fidl fight to be only a rock ; but a 
Ducch colony fent to manure it from St. Eufl:a
tia, found a valley in it large enough to employ 
and fubfift many familL s ; but tbe misfortune is 
that this delightful place has no port. The 
filhing about it, efpecially for the bonetta, is 
very advantageous; nor is there any want of 
other neceffary refrethments. The fea is fo 
fhallow near its coafts that the frones may be 
feen at the bottom, fo that only !loops can come 
near it, nor even they any where but at a fmall 
fandy creek on the fouth fide of the ifland, where 
the inhabitants lay up their canoes. There is a 
road cut out of the rock to the top of it, fo fieep, 
that it feems to be a fortification rendered im
pregnable by nature, it admitting only one per
fon to pafs at a time. The inhabitants have in 
many places, for their greater fccuricy, piled up 
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large heaps of fiones on fcaffolds, fo difpofcd, 
that by only pulliug a rope, the fcaffold · f, 11, 
aml difcharge fuch a {h Vi er of ftones into the 
road, as would crufh a whole army to pieces. 
Labat tells us, that the ifland is divided into two 
p:uts, contai ing about fifty families, who (le
quire a genteel livelihood by making !hoes, in 
which their principal trade conflits. They 
have alfo a little indigo and cotton; they live in 
h:umony with eac1 other, and their houf'es are 
convenient, and we 1-furnifhed. Lat. I 7. 37. 
N. lon6· 62. 50. '\V. 

SABLE, an iila: d in the Atlantic ocean, 35 
leagues S. E. of Cape Br wton. Here rh Baron. 
de Lery inte1 ded to have fettled a French co
lony in the year 1598; but Father Chadevoix 
fays, t 1at t .ere never was a pla e more unfit for 
fu h an undertaking, it being fmall, and with
out ~ port, or prod a, e.:ccpt briars. It·~ 
very narrow, and has the {hap~ of a bow. In 
the middle of it is a lake five leagues in coth
p. Is, and the iiland itfelf not more than ten. It 
has a f~md-bank at each end, one of wh;ch runs 
north-eafi, and fouth-weft. It has lofty {and
hill , which may be feen in clear weather 
feven or c:ght 1 agues off. Lat. 44· 15. N. 
long. 59· 2. vV. 

SAco I IVER, a river in New England, ri
fing in N cw Hamp!hire, and after a courfe of 
about So miles, falls into the Atlantic ocean be
tween Cape Porpus and Cape Elizabelh, in the 
province of Ivlain ~. 

SACONET. See REHOBOTH. 

SACJ. AMENT, LAKE ST. now called Lake 
George, a large collection of waters in North 
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America, conneeted by a !height with Lake 
Champlain, about 120 miks eaft of Ofweoo. 
At the fouth end of this lake, Sir Willi~m 
Johnfon gained a victory over the Baron Di
efkau, commander of the French forces in the 
year 1755. 

SACRIFICES IsLAND, a fmall ifland in the 
gulph of Mexico, about half a mile from the 
land. Grifolva, who difcovered it in the year 
1518, gave It this name, from his finding on it 
a bloody altar and feveral dead bodies, which he 
fuppofed the Indians had facrificed the night be
fore. It is very fmall and uninhabited. Lat. 
19. 10. N. long. g6. 52. W. 

SAGADAHoc, a jurifdiCtion of Maffachufcts
bay, in New England, granted by King Charles 
II. in the year 1634, to his brother the Duke of 
York, and thence formerly called the Duke of 
York'sProperty. This territory, or tract of land, 
was then defcribed in the following manner. 
" All that part of the main land of New En
" gland, beginning at a certain place called St. 
" Croix, adjoining to New Scotland, inAme
" rica; and from thence extending along the 
" fea-coafr, to a certain place called Pimaquin, 
" or Pemaquid, and fo up the river thereof to 
" its furtheft head as it tends to the northward, 
'' and extending from thence to the river Qye
" nebec, and fo up by the ihortefi: courfe to the 
" rivet of Canada northward." This territory 
was then annexed to the government of New
York. But the Duke, on the demife of his 
brother Charles II. afcending the throne of 
England, thefe lands, on his abdication, revert
ed to the Crown. 

At 
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At prefent the territory of Sagadahoc is fup

pofcd to extend from the 1 i'v er St. Croix cafl
ward, to the river ot ~tenebcc wefiward, and 
from each of thefe two rivers due north to the 
river St. Laurence, which is its northern, and 
to the Atlantic ocean its fouthern boundary: 
vVhen Nova Scotia was in pofTeffion of the 
f'rench, the territory of Sag.1dahoc was included 
in the commiffion of the f'rench Governor of 
Acadia; and therefore to keep up a claim to 
th · s territory as well as to Nova Scotia, the 
jurifditl:ion of both was included in that char
ter. 

At the peace of Utrecht, in the year 1713, the 
French renounced all claim to Nova Scotia am1 
Sagadahoc ; and the court of London roofT"umed 
the jurifdiction of Nova Scotia; and a few years 
after the Crown purchafed the property of the 
foil of all the French claimants, and it is now a 
feparate Royal government, with the property 
vdhd in the Crown; but the territory of Saga
dahoc remains in the jurifditl:ion of Maffachu
fct's-bay, and fends one member to the Coun
cil, but none to the Houfe of Reprefentatives of 
MafT"achufet's-bay : nor can the General Affem
bly difpofe of lands there, without the confent 
of the King in Council. The property of pe
culiar grants there remain good to the feveral 
claimants, till the Crown purchafes the fame, 
as was the cafe in Nova Scotia. 

Colonel Dunbar attempted to get Sagadahoc 
territory to be fet off as a feparate government 
for himfelf. In order to this he obtained a royal 
infhument, or infi:ruction, to fet off 30o,ooo 
acres of good mafr and fhip-timber land, for the 
ufe of the Royal navy ; and this was inforced 
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by a Royal infiruCl:ion, dated April 27, 1730, to 
Col. Phillips, then Governor of Nova Scotia, to 
take pofie.ffion of the lands between the rivers 
St. Croix and ~.1enebec: accordin6,ly a detach ... 
ment of thirty men, under the command of an 
officer, .was fent to take poffeffion of that coun
try, and keep garrifon at Frederick's Fort, on 
Pemaquid river; this was immediately executed, 
and the detachment continued there for fome 

• time. But the l\1ufcangus Company, as p;o
prietors of part of Sagadahoc, applying to the 
Crown for relief, the infirument was revoked 
tln the lOth of Augufi: 1732, and Col. Phill1ps's 
detachment recalled. At prefent the province 
of 1\tldfachufet's-bay_, to obviate any complaint 
of their relin(1uilhing this tcrritorv, ketp two 
garritons, one at .::corge's tn.ck-houfe, and the 
other at Fort .Fredcrick. 

In the y ar 1744. the fencible men in this 
· large territory of Sagad<thoc amounted to no 

more than 370, and tl1ey 11ovv fall far fhon of 
that number, the inhabitants having been much 
expo fed to the incurfions of the French and their 
Indians. 

In the beginning of the Jail: century, England 
;md France traded indifferently to Sagadahoc. 
The foil is very fertile, and would be well 
worth the trouble of dealing it. At prefcnt it 
i$ almofl:onecontinued foreft, but produces very 
little timber fit for fhip -buil<~ing; tho' a great 
number of white pines_Jor mafts. 

SAGUENAY, a province of Canada, bour.ded 
on the weft and fouth-weft by the river of the 
fame name; .on the nonh-eai1 by a nation of 
Indians, called Kilefhinoas; on the north-wcfi·, 
by that of the Erquimaux j and on the fouth-eaft 
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by the river St. Laurence. The terri ory :md 
bnds on each fide of the 1 iver were fou d fo 
inditFerent, and the fir£1 colony that fe I d at 
'radouffac fuffercd fo much there, th t the 
French '.vere for a lonr- time difcou aQcd fro n 
fettiing in Canada ; hL~ at length fai1;ng up as 
high as ~1ebec, they found frefh encou .lge
ment, and h ve fince that time flout i .ed re 
markably, till the who1e country, togctha t ll 

~tebec, its c.1pital~ fell into our h 1. s in the 
year 17 59· It yields th.; greateft p!en y of 
marble of feveral kinds, fo that even the houf~s 
of private perfons are general I y b1:il t with it. 

SAGUENAY RIVER, a river of Canctda, hav
ing its four-<:e in the river of St. John, and, after 
a confiderable courfe failing into that of St. 
Laurence, at the town of TAdoufrac. It is not 
above three quarters of a miie wide· tits mouth, 
and about eighty or ninety fathoms deep; but 
higher up it is much wider, and this letTening 
of its hreadtn at its mouth, gives it m01e than 

· a common rapidity ; though Charlevoix tells us, 
that it is navigable for the largefr veffels above 
25 leagues from its mouth. '!'he harbour is 
fufficient to contain 25 fail of men of war, has 
good anchorage, and is well fheltered from 
Horms, being of a circular figure, deep, and 
furrounoed at a difiance with very high rocks. 

SALAMA ·eA, a fm 11l, but thriving town of 
1\tlexico, tolerably well built, and fituated on 
the eaH: fide of the iithmus which joins th pe
n infu1a of J ucatan to the continent. Lat. I 7. 2. 

r·r. l,mg. 90. 30. W. 
s LEM, a town of vVefi-Jerfey, in North 

A met ica, fituat d a Lout half-way up the ri\'Cr 
!:ialham, from which it has its name. It con-
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tains about 120 families, and is confidered as 
one of the befl: towns in Wefl:-Jerfey, with re
gard to its fituation, buildings, and trade; it 
once gave name to a country. It lies 35 miles 
to the fouthward of Philadelphia, and about 
two miles weft of the Delaware. Lat. 39· 35· 
N. long. 75· sr. W. 

SALEM, the chief town of Eifex-county, in 
the province of Maffachufet's-bav, in New 
England, eighteen miles north of Boff:on, hav
ing one of the finefl:-built churches in the whole 
county. It fiands on a plain between two ri
vers, and has two harbours, cal ed Winter 
Harbour, and Summer Harbour. It was here 
that the planters of Maffachufet's colony made 
their firfl: fettlement, and was the ufua1 place 
for the trial and execution of Witches, of whom 
more fell a facrifice to ignorant zeal ht>re, than 
in all New England befide. The inferior 
Court is kept here the Jafi T'uefdays in June 
and December; and the fupeiior on the fecond 
Tuefday in November. This town is very fa
mous for bui'ding ihips and fiiliing-ketches. A 
good trade is carried on from hence to the Sugar 
Iflands. I .. at. 40. 35· N. long. 70. 36. W. 

SALISBURY, a town in .Efiex-county, in 
the province of Maifachufet's-bay, in New 
England, fituated on the north fide of 11erri
mach river, which is there about half a mile 
broad, and over which there is a ferry. It 
.fiands near the fea-coafr, 40 miles north of 
Bofron. Lat. 42. 59· N. long. 70. 34· W. 

SALISBURY PLAIN, a level tract of land in 
I .. ong-Ifland, in the province of New-York, 
refemb1ing that of the fame name in \Viltihire, 
in England. 

SAL TA, 
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SALT A, a town in the province of Tucuman, 

in South America, fituated on a fmall river, 
which foon after falls into a neighbouring lake, 
58 mlles fouth of St. Salvador. It has a bridge 
over the river, is inhabited chiefly by Spaniards, 
and has about 400 houfes, two churches, and 
four monafteries. It has neither walls, ditches, 
nor any other defence than the fioutnefs of its 
inhabitants, who, by the frequent wars they 
h ave wi th the Indians, are all expert foldiers. 
'rhey have about 500 men that bear arms, be
fides their naves, which may amount to thrice 
th .. t number. Salta is a place of great refort, 
0 :1 account of the large quantities of corn, meal, 
w ine, catth·, falt, meat, fat, hides, and other 
commodities, which are fcnt from this place 
to mo!l: parts of Peru. Lat. 25. 20. S. long. 
66. 30· w. 

SALVADOR, ST. a town in the province of 
1"'ucuman, in South America, fituated near the 
borders of Peru, at the foot of a hiBh moun
tain which forms part of the Eaftern Cordillera 
of the Andes. A little above the town runs a 
confiderable river, which afterwards falls into 
the Leo 1. It has about 300 houfes, and is 
th e moft northerly town in the province, 63 
lea

0
ues north of St. J ago del Eilero. Lat. 24. 

22. S. long. 66. 27. \V. 
SALVATOR, ST. the capital of all Brafil, 

th e refidence bott& of the Governor and Arch
bilhop of that country, anJ fituated in the Bay 
of All Sa.nts. ft is large, rich, and well-built, 
but fianJs on fuch difad vantageous and uneven 
ground, namely, on an eminence of about 100 

fa thoms in height, formed by the eaft fide of 
the bay, as renders the accefs to it very difficult, 
. Hs ~ 
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by reafon of its great fieepne(s, which makes 
it necdfary to have recourfe to cranes and other 
machines for conveying the goods up and down 
from the city to the port. The plail of the 
Upper Town is as regular as the une\ em.efs of 
the ground would permit; but thoug 1 the flreets 
are fhaight, and of a good brt·adth, moH of 
them have fo fiecp an afcent, that they a e im
practicable to wheel-carri.1ges; the perfons of 
wealth therefore, to difiinguifh themfdves from 
the vulgar, are carried about in pabnkins, or 
beds of fine cotton, fafiened to a long pole, 
which two negroes fupport, either on their 
ihoulder s or heads. 'rhc bed is covered with a 
canopy, hung with curt<tins, by which the per
fen is fecured from either rain r fun, anc' if he 
pleafes, from fight. 

The 1rregular and inconvenient fituation of 
the city does not, however~ h;nJer it from car
rying on the greateft trade, and heing one of the 
richeft c1ti s in the whole country; and we rnay 
add, that it fo greatly contributes to the firength 
ef ir, that it might, with a fmall tx ;CJJce, be 
rendered impregnable; nature hav:ng formed 
ditches and outworks .Rankin}!. one another in 
fuch a manner, tliat every inc1;' of ground might 
be difputed. The eafr 1idc is almcfl: impreg
n:lb e, and the reft we,1 fortified both by art 
and nature, and the avenues guarded br feveral 
forts, particularly tho!e of St. Peter, '"hi eh is a 
regular tetrag r n of earth faced with fionc, and 
furrounded with a ditch; St. D1ego, nearly of 
the fame fo1m and materials, buc \ ith<!Ut a 
ditch; tr.e powder-magazine, another thong 
tetragon, con~aining eight feparate magazines, 
•aulted and co':ercd in a pyramidical form; the 
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fort of St. Anthony, of the fame form, but 
larger, fttuatc<.l on the nor h fi ie, exaClly over 
the vaterina-place, an<.l comm~nding the ro ad 
on the othe~; the cafile of N uefha Segnora da 
Vi toria, fituated about half a can non-fhut fro m 
th,tt of St. Ar thor.y ; the fort of St. Bartho1o
mcw defending a friull harbour where £hips may 
carcen, am\ rha*" of !J:ontferate, with fevcral 
others, c mmanding the entrance of the bay. 
So th t, upon the whole, there feems very little 
wantirHr to render it in . ceffib!e to an enemy, 
cxcep kee

1
) ng thefc for ifications in proper re

pair, f •t n iihiilg th m vith good cannon, and 
fiout gar d-; ns. But this is not the cafe : th e 
fortil1catt )llS are in a v ry bad condition, many 
of the cannon u.1iit for u!e, and t i1c whole for e, 
both in the city anJ ea{ lcs, am unt on y to fix 
companie of re6_ul '.r f r es, and thefe debilitated 
by U1e he-t of t 1c climJ.tc, and their idle w y of 

livi ng. 
rr'he co 1merce of St. Salvador is very confi -

derable, conii tng in linen and woollen cloths 
of all forts, hats, Hockings bo h or fdk and 
thread, wheat, barley, mt al bilcuit:>, Port wine, 
houfhold and kitchen furniture, neg,ro naves, 
oil, checfe, beef and pork falted; in lieu of 
whi '" h they xp rt t?; ' Id, fug r, tobacco, fnuff, 
Bra 1 ; ;.ies, tallow, tH':lm of capi\·i , 

l, alld a rreat vari cf other drugs. 
a • eo v~· ed up an' down from the 

L ~ e to the l . "'r ci ~ ,· , nn fledges drawn up 
by era' ~ 0 :ad ')y fla / U. The afcent being 
very fteep, a r. 1 ab >Ut I 4 fathoms in length, is 
boar l ed . ll alo .g, that the fie gcs may meet 
with no obftnt-Slion. There arc three of thofe 
machines, and thofc who m;oke ufe of them p·ty 

.a certain 
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a certain price. The inhabitants above the 
common rank are very civil and couneou~, but 
the vulgar intolerably proud and infolent. The 
women are kept here even more firict than in 
Portugal, not having the liberty of flir ring 
abroad except on Sundays and holidays to ma(c;, 
and to which they are obliged to repair at break 
of day. The people here are in general very 
rich, and apply themfelves greatly to trade, the 
true fource of wealth. 

We have already mentioned the unevennefs 
of the fireets, which is both inconvenient, and 
defiroys their beauty; but the houfes themfelves 
are handfomely built, mofily of brick or fione, 
capacious and lofty, and richly furnifhed. The 
city is fuppofed to contain about 2000 houfes, 
but the ftn.....:ts are crouded with naves of both 
fexes almofi naked, fweating under their bur
dens, and labouring under the mofi cruel and 
infupportable flavery. But what is -fiill mo1 e 
ihocking to perfons of common hum:mity, is, 
to fee feveral open fhops and other places filled 
.with thefe miferabJe creatures, and expofed fiark 
naked to fale, like common cattle, and over 
whom the owners have the fame power, and 
too often ufe them with the fame or greater in
humanity. 

The Upper Town is adorned with feveral 
{plendid firuCl:ures, particularly the cathedral, 
which being dedicated to St. Salvador, hath gi
'Ven its name to the city. It is a fumptuous 
edifice, and not only adorned with fine carvings, 
gildings, &c. within and without, but enriched 
with golden cro£fes, lambs, candlefl:icks, and 
other church utenfils of prodigious value, and 
fo very large <1I'1J heavy, that fome of them are 

more 
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more fhan two men can well carry. Before it 
is a fmall open platform, whence there is a fine 
view of the whole bay, ifiands, &c. forming a 
delightful 1andfcape. Adjoining to the cathe
dral is the hofpital dedicated to our Lady of 
l\1crcy ; it is a fine building, and well endowed. 
Several pari!h churches, among which are thofe 
of St. Anthony, St. Peter, and St. Barbara, de
pend upon the cathedral. North of it Hands 
the College of Jefuits, the church of which is 
built of marble brought from Europe. The 
facrifly is alfo very rich and curious, both with 
regard to its utenfils, fine carving, and ecclefiafti
cal habits; the pa'nting however on the cieling is 
very indifferent. B cfiues thefe fhuClures dedi
cated fo religion, there are feveral others of the 
fame kind in the Upper Town, particularly 
convents of Carmelites, Benedictines, Francif
cans, Auguftines, and Capuchines, together 
with a nunnery of the order of the Incarna
tion, befides feveral chapels a11d oratories. 

The palace of the Governor is a very fplendid 
building; that of the Archbilhop little inferior 
to it, and the courts of jufi:ice, hofpitals, and 
other public edifices are anfwerable to the rich
ncfs of the place, whofe extenfive commerce is 
greatly inhanced by its correfpondence with Rio 
de Janeiro, near which are feveral gold mines 
rem arkably rich. 

The King of Portugal, contrary to the policy 
of moll: 1 ther Princes, will not permit {hangers 
to refort hither, in order to purchafe the produc
tions of the country, though they would buy 
them with fpecie, much lefs will he fuffer them 
to carry th eir goods to St. Sa .vador, to fell or 
barter. This prohibition is founded on two 
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reafons; the fidr, to oblige and encourage hig 
fubjeCl:s to roufe themfelvcs from their natural 
pride and indolence, and by that means to pro
cure them all the profits arifing from this lucra
tive commerce: the fecon , and indeed the prin
cipal, to prevent the duties pay;.tb!c upon all 
commodities, from being funk by the Gover
nors ; for all fhips being oblig"a to unload their 
targoes at Lifbon jufi before the palace, it is 
fuppofed that nothing can be landed without 
paying tbe duty. But notwithftanding all thefe 
precautions, and the fevcral pe nalties laid on 
thofc who !hall prefume to elude t em, it is wtll 
known that ·t has been frequently done; and 
done wit~-. great eafe if they take care to culti
vate a good t:nderfianding wit 1 the monks, 
who are n ltura ly covetous and intrigu :ng, and 
at the fame time in great eH~ m and authonty 
in all pat ts of the Ponuguefe and .Spaniih do
minions. 

The inhabitants of St. Salv::t.d or are fo addict
ed to l'lantiTJg fugar-canes c.tnd tobacco, that 
tome matlers have above 500 Haves employed in 
thefe W·H ks, whofe labour is fo hard and fufl:e
Jlance fo little, that they are reckoned to live 
long if thev l old it out feven years. So great 
is the Ponugucfe applicatio!'l to this trade, tnat 
they t ake no care to fow or plant, wh"ch renders 
all foes (Jf provifions exceffively dear. They 
will nr.t be at tt1e pains to catch the fiih with-

• which the bay ab .und , nor to f<tt cattle for 
their fubfiftance. St. Salvador lies in the lat. 
cfr3. 6. S. l nr;. 38.24. VI. 

SALVADOR, ST. a fmall city in the province 
of Gua ituala, in Mexico, fiwated at the head 
f)[ a river, which at about 12 miles dil1ance 

falls 
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fa\ls into the South fea. It has a Spanilh Go
vernor, but very little trade, an a fm.~ll number 
of houfes. On .h .. north fid e of it are lofty 
mount.1ins, c lied the Chan 'l1es, inhabited by ' 
p ,or Indians. n the bottr m, whet c the town 
fbnds, are phntations < f fugar-car.es and Inui
go, with a few farm~ r breeding ~attle. Lat. 
13. 5· J. long. 90. 3· W. 

SALVATEOt-: DE YcuEY, a fmall town in 
the ifland of Hifpaniola, 28 league~ eafi from St. 
D~>min•ro, It is famous fnr its fugar··w orks 
and luxuriant pafiures, in wnich vaft numbers 
of cattle feed. Lat. 18. 6. N. long. 67. 58 .. 
w. 

SAMBALLAS, PoiNT, a rocky point, rematk
ahly long and low, on the north fide of the iith
mus of Darien, and fo guarded with rock for 
a miL ofF at fca, that it is very dangerous com
in~T ne<Jr it. Lat. 9· 40. N. long. 78. 43· W. 

SA MBALLAS ISLANDS, a multitude of finall 
i!la1l ::> tc, ttned at very unequal difi:an es, fome 
only o• e, fame t w, fome three, and fame four 
mi1es from the fhore and from one an ther, ex
tending a very conliderable diil:ance along the 
nnrtnew !bore of the ifihmus of Darien, and 
with the ~H.ljacent count. y, its hill and forefis 
of perp-·t al verdure, form a lovely profpectfrom 
the fca Thefe i£1. nds leem to lre as it were 
parcel.ed out in cluH:ers; and between moll: of 
them are naviga.ble channels, by which iliips 
may par t rough, and range along the coafi of 
t he iftnmu , the fea between them and the fhore 
being n,w Qaole from nne end to the other, and 
affor·J~ t:ie~y wh ~.e good anchoring in firn 
fandy gr und, wir good landing either on the 
illands or the main. In this lonJ channel, a 

number 



SAN 
number of ihip'> may always find ilielter, be the 
wind wh ich way it will; io that it was the ge
neral rendezvous for the p1 ivateers on this coafi. 
Mofi <.J t_hefe ifla_nds are low, Rat, and fandy, 
covered \\ Hh a vanety of trees, and abound with 
ihell-fifh of feveral kinds : fome of them alfo 
afford fprings of frefh water, and convenient 
places for careening 1hips. The long channel 
between the Sa1r ball as and the ifihm us is from 
two to four m 1es in br(:adth, extending from 
Point Samballas to the gu1ph of Darien, and 
the coaft of the ifl:hmus, full of iimdy bays, 
with many brooks of frelh water. 

SANDY PoiNT, a c.1pe, or point of land, in 
Plymouth colony, in New England, forming 
the nonhern cape of the !height between the 
main land, and Nantucket ifland. A pretty 
large fand ftretches off from the Point to the 
eaHward~ and thence it had its name. Lat. 41. 
24. N. long. 6g. 38. W. • 

SANGUAY, a famous mountain in the eafl:crn 
C01 dill era, in the jurifdiclion of 1\1acas, in the 
province of ~ito. It i~ of a prodigious height, 
and the greateft part of the whole furface cover
ed witn fnow. From its fummit iffues a conti
nual fire, with afioni:fbing explofiuns, which 
are fometimes heard at ~iro, though orty
five leagues diftant. The cot.Jntry adjacenL to 
this volcano is totally barren, occaiioned by 
the enormous quartity of ftones and cinders 
continua]] y (jetted from the mount. in. 

SAN ~AIGUEL DE IBARRA, ajurifditl:ion jn 
the provin e of (.Qlito, in Souih America, con
taining eight panihes; it formerly contained 
that of Otabalo, but on account of its prodi.,; 
gious extent the latter was feparated from i~. , 

The 
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The temperature of the air is different in all the 
villages of this jurifdiB:ion, but in moft warm, 
on account of their low fituations. M oft of the 
farms have plantations of fugar-canes, and mills 
for extraCting the juice, from whence they make 
large quantities of very white fugar. Some of 
the farms arc planted with fruits common in a 
hot climate, and in others cotton only ts culti
vated, which here arrives at the greateH perfec
tion. 'fhe fugar-canes do not indeed ripen fo 
well here as in the province of ~~ito; but they 
may be committed at any time to the mill, there 
bc .ng no neceffity for cutting them at any preci£e 
time, retaini g all their goodnefs even when 
fuffered to fiand two or three months after they 
are ripe; they are however cut every quarter at 
Jeafi, and the mills by that means kept confrantly 
at work during the whole year. 

The farms fituated in a lefs hot part of the 
iulifdietion are fown with maize, wheat, and 
·barley, in the f:1me manner as thofe in the ju
rifdittion of Otabalo, which we have already 
defcribed under that article. Here are alfo large 
numbers of goats, but not many ilieep. The 
Indians weave here a confiJerable quantity of 
cloth and cotton. 

This jurifdicl:ion has alfo feveral mines of fait, 
which, befides the home confurnption, fupplies 
the countries to the north ward of it. This fait 
has fo.me mixture of nitre, which renders it not 
fo proper far falting meat,. and accord ingly that 
made at Guayaquil is preferred to it, but much 
clearer on account of the long carriage by 
land. , 

In one part of thi! jurifdietion, near a village 
called Mira, are great numbers of wild alfes, 

which 
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which cncreafe very fafi, and are not eafify 
cau2ht. The owners of the difi1 iCl where they 
are bred, fuffer all pcrfons to take as manv as 
they can, on paying a fmall acknowledgm~nt, 
in pr ,portion to the number of d.1ys their f,>Ort 
ha~ laflcd. The m~mner of catching them is as 
fo lows: a numb~:r of per!ons go on horfeback, 
and are attended by !everal ndians on foot. 
\Vhen anivc.d at the proper places, they form a 
circle, in order to dnve tne atfes in-~o fome 
VJJ:ey, where, at full fJJecd, they throw a thong 
of leather, having a flip knot in it, which they 
call a noofe, and halter them ; for lhefe crea
tures, on finding themfelves inclofed, make very 
furious efforts to efcape, and if only one forces 
his way, the refi follow with

1
an irre.fifiibJe im

petuofity. But when the hunters have noofed 
them, they throw them down, fc;tter them, and 
leave them till the hunting is. over; when, in 
order to bring them away with the greater faci
lity, they pair them with tame bcafis, but this is 

· not eafily performed; for thefe afies are fo re
markably fierce, that they often hurt the perfon 
who undertakes to manage them. They have 
all the fwiftnefs of horfes, and neither accliri
ties or precipices retard them in their Right; 
and when atcacked defend themfelves in fuch a 
manner, with their heels and mouths, without 
flackening their pace, that they often lame their 
purfuers. But the mofi remarkable pro:erty in 
thefe creatures, is, that after carrying the fide 

. load their celerity leaves them, their dangerous 
fer city is loft, and they foon contract the :fiupid 
look and dulnefs peculiar to all the alinine fpc
cies. It is alfo remarkable, that thefe creatures, 
when wild, will not fuffer any horfe to live 

among 
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among them; and if one of thofc creatures hap• 
pens to {hay into the pafiures where they feed, 
they all fall upon him in fo furious a manner, 
that they [oon lay him dead on t e !pot. 

SAN !vhouEL DE l:BARRA, tt1e capita of the 
above jurifdittion oft 1e ( rn' na.1e, fituat~d on 
the extremity of a very 1 ~ ge plain, and bet ,cen 
two river , whofc water keep the whole plain 
in a per , ·ual ver re. ,..,~he {; il is f fl ;u.d 
moiil, '" hich not only rend r the hoLtft>s damp, 
b t often caufes the fnu d 1 ions of the builJjnE:Ss 
to [wk. It is of a mi cllmg fize, with Hratght 
broad fireets, and the greate part of the hou es 
of Hone, an 1 all of t em tiled. The town is 
furrounded by fuburbs inhabited by Indians, 
whofe cottages make a very mean appearance; 
but the houfes ir the to vn arc n~;at and uni
form, thotigh they are but lo v, havmg t r. y a 
ground-floor, except th fe in the rquare, which 
have one 11.ory. The 1 ari 1t church is a large 
and legant il:rutlure, and '. ell ornat cnted. 
H re arc alfo convents of Frcmcif ans, Domini
cans, and the Fathers of l1ercy, a College of 
J efuits, and aN unnery of the o: der of the Con
ception. Its inhabitants of all acres, fexes, and 
clafies, are computed at 10 or 12,oco fouls. 
Lat. o. '25· N. long. 76. 20. \v. 

SANTA, a rapid r· r, fl vino- through a val
ley of the fame 1 arr1 .... 111 ) • u, ab t 230 mdes 
north of Lima. It is n a qo rt r of a !ea uc 
in breadth at the pla e w 1ere it 1s ufually foro d, 
which is near ti.e town of the t".3me 1 :.1me, f r -
jn;;ftve principal (heams, -\hicl ru11 t.llill'~ 1e 
w .. olc year with gr.,at r. pidity. t 1s • l ays 
furdeJ, and for this p rpofe perfon make 1 their 
bufinefs to attenu wi h very high horfcs, traint: 

U{) 
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up to 11:em the current, which is always very 
ftrong. Thefe perfons are called Chimbadores, 
and mufi have an exaCl: knowledge of the fords, 
in order to guide the loaded mules in their paf
fage, as orherwife the fording this river would 
be hardly practicable, the Roods often fhifting 
the beds of this river ; fo that even the Cnim
badores then-;felves are not always fafe; for the 
fords beil!g: fuddenly changed, they are feme
times carried out of their depth, and inevitably 
loft. During the winter-feafon in the moun
tains, the riter often fwells to . fuch a height, as 
not to be forded for feveral days; and paflengers, 
it they have any goods with them, are obliged to 
wait the fall of the waters; but thofe who tra
vel without baggage may, by going fix or eight 
leagues above the town, pa{s over it on balzas 
or rafts made of calabaihes, though even there 
not without danger; for the balzas are fame
times fwept away by the rapidity of the current, 
and carried into the fea. The velocity of the 
current, even when the waters are low, has been 
found to be a league and an half in an hour. 

SANTA, a town iituated on the banks of the 
river of the fame name, m the road from Paita to 
Lima, and about 230 mil s north of that city. 
It was originally built on the fea-coafr, from 
which it is now fomething above half a league 
difiant ; and was then large and populous, and 
the refidence of a Corregidor, and has feveral 
cpnvents: but being, in the year 1685, pilla~ed 
by the Engliih, the inhabitants abandoned Jt; 
and fuch as were not able to remove to a place 
of greater fecurity, fettled here. But the whole 
number of houfes at prefent does not exceed 30, 
and of thefe the beft are only built of cane, and 

the 
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the reft of {l:raw. Thefe houfes are inhabited 
by about 50 poor fami iies, confifiing of Indians, 
Mulattoes, anJ Meftizoes. Lat. 8. 57· 36. S. 
long. 79· 30. W . 

.SANTA CLARA, a fmall ifhnd near the bot
tom of the bay of Guayaq uil. It lies eafr and 
wefr, is of an indifferent length, and appears like 
a dead man firecched out in a iliroua, and ac
cordingly the Spaniards generally call it Amor
t ajado, or Muerto. Lat. 3· 30. S. long. 8o. 
36. w. 

SANTA CRuz DE LA SIERRA, ajurifdietion 
]n the kingdom of Peru, of large extent, but 
thinly inhabited by Spaniards. The miffions of 
Paraguay, already defcribed, are in th is jurif
diction. See PARAGUAY. 

SANTA Ca uz DE LA SrERRA, the capital of 
the above jurifditl:ion, fttuated at the foot of a 
mountain, on the banks of a fmall river called 
Guapay, about 56 miles north-eafr of La Plata:, 
and near the borders of Paraguay. It was erect
ed into a biiliopric in the year 1605 ; but the 
Chapter confifrs only of the Biiliop, Dean, and 
Archdeacon, without Canons or Pr bendaries : 
nor does the Bdhop refide here, but at a town 
called Mifque, eight leagues from Santa Cruz de 
la Sierra. The houfes are of ftone, thatched 
with palm leaves; the church is large, but has 
nothmg remarkable. It is but thinly inhabited, 
and the trade it carries on very fmall. The 
valley in which the c tty !lands, produces all 
kinds of gr.1in and fruits, and the woods and 
uncultivated mountains afford great quantities 
of honey and wax, which confritute the princi
pal parts of its commerce. Lat. 19. 25. 
long. 62. 30. W. ' 
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SANTA C'Ruz, a fm.J l town on the ifland of 

Cuba, 63 m 1P!-J t:.tH of the Hav,mna. It has a 
good harbour at Li bottom of the bay of Ma
tanzas. Lat. 23. I 1. N. lo11 8 r ·5· \V. 

SAl\ TA CR uz, one qf t i. c Car ibbc.e iflands, 
eight leagues eaH from PortL Rtco. It is about 
eight or nine 1eagUt s in length, and three jn 
bre dth. It enj<'}· a gcod air, but its water is 
not reckoned wholfimH tili it h {I ttl ed a'v11ile 
in earthen jars: t h ·,_.,j • bl.-ck, eafy to Le cul
tivated, anu very fert d -, pw .L cin6 fug;;t-canes, 
oranges, citrons, and o~ , t fr ;· ~ corr rnon to 
that climate. The iD an · ... <lircoverrd by Co
lumbus ; but th.e Spar11a d · .~vin dcfi-royed 
the na.ives, who ll'l<~de a · out re fii1an<.e, the 
iflJnd lay many years Jefoh~te : it had after
wards feveral mafiers, in a vc. y fnort fpace of 
t:mc, particularly t .e Er g. fu ili,J L t.Ltch, who 
after difputing for fome time the Io le pofteiiion 
of it, agreed at lafi to di1 idc it, and the later 
built a church here: but in 1649 the Englifh, 
growing too powerful fo1 the Dutch, obli.; ed 
t .em to quit the ifland, and were foon after dri
ven out them'elves hy the Spaniards f10m Porto 
Rico, who burned the h(Ju,es, put all the men 
they found in aJlr,~ to the fword, and fent off 
the refi, with their \\'ive~ ; fa milies, and goods, 
to the illand of Barbud, . The Dutch inhabi
tants of St. EuHatia and Se. l\1artin, on hearing 
the Englilh wue driven <,ut of the iDand, and 
believing that the Spar i~ .. ds were returned to 
Porto Rico, fcnt a coon to repoffefs it; but 
the Spaniards, wl ~>were f: ill there, and above 
ten times their nurr ber, ?tt eked them fuddeniy, 
and took them ali pr ifimer . I- aving t 1us, as 
they thought, fecured the ifland, they prepared 

to 
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to return with their pri!oners and booty to Po"r
to Rico: but before they embarked, the French 
General Peiney, wirh a fuperior force, landed 
on the ifland, upon which the Spaniar 1s were 
glad to quit every thing they h.td taken, and 
leave the i!1aod in poff !lion of the Fr nch, who 
carried the Dutch pri '"oners back to St. Euilatia; 
and having in 1651 reimburfcd the D utc mer
chants at Flufhing, the expences th y had been 
at in fettling the colony, he pure fed not only 
this ifland, but alto thofl! of St. CnriH:opher, 
St. Martin, aad St. Bctrt 1l0lomew, in tne name, 
and for the ufe, of hi ~ Q;.Jer of :rvLtlta, where-
of he was -rand l'vLt:l r. In 1664 th ts ifland 

from t ;1 c Knights of .~.\llalta by the 
Fr~nch \V c I ne · Co npany; but in 1696 

~d i. ; and it has continu~d ever 

ncr's ho if.:: 
64. 13. '\V . 

any "" tled i.nhabitants. Tne port 
.h Hh:, v. here there is a large b, y, 
e t iddlc of it a little ifland ; and 
tde )f this bay the French Gover

rected. Lat. 18. 9· N. long. 

SANTA Fi. See F:E. 
S;' TA ARIA, a river in the ifihmus of 

D .ri n, f~, 'D imo t~e gulph of St. l\1ichae1, 
in the Sou h r !!. The tide Rows up it eight or 

nd fo far it is navigable. But 
river divides into two branches, 

a1h 1 · on . ~. t r cat1oes. 
S:. NT A ~J!AR1A, a town on the river of tne 

~m:.e nam , <- ,ut 6 leagues from its mouth. It 
i3 a confi rl' ..! ,· e rown, occafioned by the gold
mines in its neighbourhood, which are worked 
to great a lvantage. But the country about it is 

low, 
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low, woody, and very unhealthy. Lat. 7· 30. 
N. long. 82. 20. W. 

SANTA MAR THA, a province of Terra Fir
rna, in South America, bounded on the E. by 
Rio de la Hacha ; on the S. by New Granada; 
on the W. by Carthagena; and on the N. by 
the North fea. Its extent from eaft to wefi is 
about I 40 miles, and above 200 from north to 
fouth. The climate is fultry and hot, efpecially 
near the fea coaft; but the tops of the high 
mountains are covered with fn ow, which render 
the inland parts much colder. 

SANTA MAR THA, the capital of the above 
province, fituated near the fea, at the foot of a 
prodigiuus mountain, whofe fummit is general ly 
hid in the clouds, but in clear weather, when 
the top appears, it is covered with fnow. The 
city was formerly very populous, but is now 
much decayed, occafi --- ned by the Spanilh fleets 
not touching there, as they anciently ufed to do. 
The houfes in general are built with canes, aud 
covered with palmetto leaves ; fome are covered 
with pantiles. Tht Governor of the province, 
together with the other officers, refides here. 
lt is the fee of a Bi1hop, fuffragan to the Metro
politan of New Granada. The inhab itants trade 
with the Indians in the neighbourhood, who 
bring hither earthen-ware and cotton-fl-uffs. 
The country round the city proJ ces but few 
cattle, being extremely moun 1inous, and the 
Spaniards who inhabit it are out few. At a 
league and a half difi-ance from Santa Martha 
are Jarge falt-ponds, from w hence they extract 
very good falt, and carry it iJ1to the neighbour
ing provinces. Between the city and the moun-

tains 
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tains of the Andes, which are rocky and bar ... 
ren, the land is level, and produces abundance of 
oranges, lemons, pine-apples, and grapes . In 
fome places there are gold-mines, and in others 
precious fiones of great value. Lat. I I. 37. N. 
long. 74· 15. W. 

SANTO EsPIRITU, a captainLhip of Brafii, 
bounded on the north by the captainiliip of 
Seguro; on the fouth by that of Rio de Janeiro; 
on the weft by feveral ferocious nations of un
conquered Indians; and on the eaft by the At
lantic ocean. This government is reckoned the 
mofi: fertile, and bcit furnifhed with all forts of 
provifions of any in Brafil, it having an incre
dible plenty and variety of fi{h and game; and 
its low lands, being interfeCl:ed by a great num
ber of rivers, are very fruitful, and the high 
lands are covered with forefl:s of high trees. 
The principal river in this province is that of 
Parayba, which divides it from the captain!hip 
of Rio de Janeiro, and after a long courfe from 
weft to eafi: falls into the ocean in the lat. of 
2 I. 30. S. It may not be am ifs to obferve here, 
that there are three rivers of this name in Brafil; 
the firft, which gives its name to a captainlhip, 
has been already rnenrioned under that article .; 
the fecond is that above-defcribed ; and the 
third falls into the ocean between Cape St. Vin
cent and Rio de la Plata. 

SAN TO EsPJRITU, the capital of the above 
captain{hip, and indeed the only town in it, is 
fituated on the fouth fide of a large bay on the 
eaftern coaft of Braftl, about three leagues from 
the ocean, but has neither walls nor fortifica
tions, except a fmall ruinated caftle, fo that its 
defence confifis in the bravery of its inhabitants, 

VoL. Ill. I who 
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who amount to about 900. On the eafl: fide 
of it is the monaftery of St. llenediet, near the 
middle of ,t~e town that of St. Francis, and on 
the wefi: a College of }efuits. The rort is a 
fmall bay, opening to the cafi, and interfetl:ed 
with many fmall iflands. On the top of a 
mountain, at fome difiance from the town, is a 
large white tower, which the Portuguefe call 
Nofira Senhora de Pena, and near it a fmall 
church, furrounded with a wall. At the foot 
of the mountain are fiill to be feen a few old 
houfes, the melancholy remains of a place once 
called Villa Veja, or the Old City. Lat. 20. 
36. S. long. 39· 56. \V. 

SANTos, a town in the captainfuip of St. 
Vincent in BrafiJ, fituated about three leagues 
from the !ea, defended by a rampart on the fide 
next the river, on which it Hands. The river 
is, at the tovvn, about half a league in breadth, 
and five fathoms deep. It is alfo .guarJed by 
two cafiles, one on the fouth.fide, and the other 
jn the middle of the town, which contains 
·bout 250 !naabitants. It has one parifh-church, 
one monafrery of Monks, and a college of Je
fuits. Lat. 24. 26. S. long. 42. 30. W. 

SAON A, a ('Tiall ifland I.ear the fouth-ea!t 
point of the ifland of St. Domingo, abounding 
with pleafant \(Oods and pafiures, but is at pre
fent uninhabited, and frequented only by Hher
men, at the time when the turtles come on ihore 
to lay their eggs. It lies but five miles from the 
nearefr part of St. Domingo ifland, and three 
eafr of St. Cataline. The north and fouth fides 
of the ifland are foul and rocky; nor is the eafi: 
fi · e~ where iliips may ride in feven or eight fa
thom water, well-fheltered from the winds. It 

is 
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is between fevcn and eight leagues in length, 
and about four in breadth. 

SAPA, ST. M.ICHAEL DE, a village in the 
yalley of Arica, in the province of des Charcas, 
in Peru. It is a fmall place, but 'famous for 
the prodigious quantity of Guinea-pepper pro
duceLl in its neighbourhood, the inhabitants ap
plying themfelves principally to c;ultivate it; for 
the Spaniards of Peru are io fond of that kind 
of fpice, that they will eat no meat without it; 
and as it wiil not grow· in the mountainous parts, 
it is cultivated in the valleys ; and the inhabi
tants of t ,is village arc faid to felt no lefs thar1 
8o,ooo crowns worth of it yearly. Lat. 17. 
30. S. long. 68. 10. \V. 

SAVAGE IsLAND. See WALEs, NoRTH. 

SA v Al.N AH, a river in Caroiina, rifing in the 
Apa ao:hian mountains, and after a fouth-ea!l: 
courfe of 200 miles, falls into the ocean about 
32 miles to the fouthward of Port-Royal ; the 
lovver part of it feparates the colonies of Caro
lina and Georgi:1. 

SAv A 'N AH, the capital of Georgia, finely 
fituated for traJe, on t 1e river of the fame name; 
the navigation being very fafe, and !hips of 300 

tuns burden may lay cloie to the town, and, if 
requifite, go a great many miles above it. It 
has ,befi.des a church, a court-l!oufe, a fiore
houfc, a goal, a wh, rf, a g:ua:·d-houfe, where 
are fcveral cannon mounted, and a .- confiant 
w:1tch; bcfides, fome other public buildings, 
and above 250 houfes, which arc regularly 
built 22 feet by 16, at fomc diH:ance from eacn 
other, for the fake of being more airy, and form 
fevcral fpacious fquares and ftreets. There is a 
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regular magiftracy fettled in it, confifiing of 
three Bailiffs, and a Recorder, two Confiables, 
and two Tything-men, with a Prefident, and 
four Affiftants of the Council, whofe board-days 
are commonly once a fortnight, and the court
days four or five, and fometimes fix in the year. 
The firft houfe in thi~ town was begun on the 
9th of February 1733· The river here forms a 
half-moon, with banks on the fouth-fide 40 feet 
high, having on the top a flat, which failors 
call a bluff, at Jeafi: fixty feet high from the 
river, and extending five or fix m1les into the 
country. In the center of this half-moon the 
town is fituated, and over-againfi: it is an illand 
confifi:ing of very rich flafrure-land. Lat. 32. 
5· N. long. 8o. 7· W. 

SA YBH ooK, the o1defi: town in the county of 
New-London, in the colony of Connecticut, 
in New England, fituated on the weft fide of 
the mouth of Connecticut river. It owes its 
name to the Lord Vifcount Say and Seal, and 
the Lord Brook, by whofe agent the town was 
built. Its fort was the fecurity againfi: the 
Pequet Indians, who attacked them in the 
year 1637· The fort has alfo been of great ufe 

. fince, in defenJing the entrance of eonnecticut 
river, againfi enemies more formidable than the 
Indians. Lat. 4r. 45· N. long. 7 r. 50. W. 

SeAT ARI, a fmall ill and on the ea !tern coa-ft 
of Cap Breton. It is about tix miles in length, 
and two in breadth, but uninhabited. Lat. 46. 
5· N. long. 59· 15. W. 

SCHENECT ADY, a fmall town in the county 
of Albany, in the province of Pew York, fitu
atcd on the banks of the Mohawks river, 18 

miles 
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miles north-weft of Albany. It is compact and 
regular, built principally of brick on a ri h fl t 
of low land, furrounded with hills. It has a large 
Dutch church, with a fieeple and town-clock 
near the centcr. The windings of the river 
through the town and fields, which are often 
overfl'(;wed in the fpring, form, about han·eir, a 
mofi beautiful profpeet. The lands in the vale 
of Schenetl:ady are fo fertile, that they are com
monly fold at 45 I. per acre. Though the far
mers ufe no manure, they till tl~e iields every 
year, and they always produce full crops of 
wheat or peafe. Their church was incorporated 
by General Coiliy, and the town has the privi
lege to fend a rvlember to the Affcmbly. From 
this town our Iudian tra lers iet out for Ofwego. 
Lat. 43· 25. N. long. 74· 22. Vv. 

ScHUCADERO, a fmall village, fituated on 
the eafr fide of the mouth of the river Santa 
Maria, in the ifthmus of Darien. It ftands 
upon a ri!ing ground, open to tne gulfJh of St. 
Michael, fo that it is fanned with fre!h breezes 
from the fea, which renders it very healt y. It 
has a fine rivulet of frefh water, and fcrves as a 
place of refre£hment for the miners. Lat. 7. 50. 
N. long. 82. 5· V/. 

ScoTLAND, NEw. 'See NovA ScoTIA. 
ScRIV AN, a good harbour on the eafi fide of 

the iflhmus of Daricn, but fo full of rocks at 
the entrance, that none can pafs with fafety but 
fuch as are acquainted there. Lat. 9· 12. N. 
long. 78. 40. W. 

SHEBA IsLAND. See SABA. 
SEBASTIAN, ST. the capital of the captain

fhip of Rio de Janeiro, in Bra!il. See Rio DE 
JANEIRO. 

I 3 SEBASTIAN 
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SEBASTIAN DE LA PLATA, a fmal! place in 

the juri f.liCtio n of Popayan, in the province of 
Q!_Iito, fixty miles north-caft of Popayan. It 
fianrls in a large plain on the banks of the river 
Galli. It has many filvcr mines in its neigh
bourhood, but is very fubjetl: to earthquakes. 
Lat. 3· 44. N. long. 74· I. W. · 

SEcHuRA, a town in Peru, ten leagues fouth 
of Piura, fituated on the banks of a river of its 
O\Vn name, about a league fwm the eo aft of the 
South fea. This river is fu ject to great varia
tions, .flowing in the month of February till 
September very rapidly, and the water fo deep 
that it can be paifed only by rafts ; whereas it 
has very little water during the other months, 
and for fome time is entirely dry. When this 
happens, the inhabitants are obliged to dig wells, 
where they indeed find water, but very thick 
and brackilh. Sechura contains about 200 
houfes, built of cane, and a large handfome 
brick church ; the inhabitants are all Indians, . 
and confift of near 400 families, who are prin
cipally employed either in fifi1ing or driving of 
mules. The hcufes in this and in the neigh
bouring towns are quite fimple; the walls con
iifbng only of common canes and reeds, fixed a 
little way in the ground, with .flc1t roofs of the 
fame materials, rain being ha1d!y ever known 
here; fo that they have light and air fufficient, 
both the r ys of the fun and wind findir g a free 
pailage : the Indian inhabitants of this place ufe 
a diffcrcut language from thofe in the other 
to 'lls both of Qyito and Peru. They are na
turally haughty, of very good underfranding, 
and generally fucceed in \vhatevcr they apply 
t l1 cmf lns to. They are neither fo fuperftitious 

nor 
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nor fo given to vice as others; fo that, except in 
their colour, they may be faid t differ greatly 
from them ; and even in their propcnfity to in
temperance, and other popular cufl:oms of the 
lndtans, a certain moderation and love of order 
is confpicuous among them. The defert of Se
chura is a frightfui wafie of fand, extending, 
30 league , to the town of Morope. The ex
tent and uniform afpeB: of this plain, together 
with the continual moti .n of the fand, '·hich 
foon effaces a11 traB.s, often bewilders t e moil: 
experienced guides, \ ho hm r~ver {he thei 
ikill in ioon recovering t 1e right rvay; for w ic 1 

they make ufe of two expedients : the firft i to 
keep t 1e wind direB:ly in their faces, and the re
verfe on thei( return; for he wind being l er 
always at fouth, they cannot be deceive : t .e 
fecond is, to take up a han ful of fa 1d at differ
ent difiances, and fmell to it ; for as the exc· e
ments of the mules impregnate the fand more 
or lefs, they determine which is the tru road 
by he [cent of it. Thofe \ ho are not well ac
quainted with this defert, cxpofe themfelves to 
great danger whenever they {1 op to reft or fke·1 ; 
for when they ~gain {i t forward, t'1ey often find 
it impoffible to d ... termine the ri 6ht wad; and 
wh n they ha e once lofl the true direCtion, it 
is a remarkable infiance of providence if they do 
not pf'ri!h either with fatigue or thidt, of which 
there are many melancholy infranc; .. s. For in 
this extenfive defert nothing is to be feen but 
fand and hills of it formed by the wind, and 
here and there maflcs of fait, but neither fprig, 
herb, flower, nor any other verdure. So that 
there is a neceffity for carrying provifion , a d 
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water, and provender, as neither can be pro
cured in this arid wafte. The river Po!:uelos, 
which is 32 leagues from Sechura, is the firft 
water you meet with in this tedious joumey : 
and the inftinct of the beafrs ufe:d to this road 
is really furprifing; for they fmell its waters at 
the diftance of four leagues, and become fo im
patient, that it would be difficult to flop them; 
and accordingly they purfue themfelves the fhort
efl: road, and perform the remainder of the 
journey with remarkable chearfulnefs and dif
p:ltch. 

Sechura lies in the latitude of 5· 32. 33· S. 
long. 79· 42. W. 

SEGOVIA, NEw, a finall city in the jurifdic
tion of Guatimala, in New Spain, 30miles north 
of New Granada. It has fevera1 gold-mines in 
its neighbourhood, though the city is fmall and 
thinly peopled. Lat. 12. 42. N. long. 87. 
3I· W. 

SEGURA DE LA FRONT ERA, a large town in 
the province of Tlafcala, and kingdom of 
Mexicb, 70 miles weft of Xalappa, and in the 
road from V era Cruz to Mexico. It fiands in a 
temperate climate, and a country remarkably 
fertile, producing large quantities of corn and 
fruits, particularly grapes; but the Spaniards 
will not fuffcr any wine to be made from them, 
that they may be the better able to keep the In .. 
dians in fubjection. Lat. 19. 28. N. long. roo. 
10. W. 

SENECAs, a tribe of Indians, inhabiting near 
the eaftern banks of Lake Erie in N. America. 

SEREGIPE, a captain1hip of BrafiJ, fo called 
from a river of the fame name, running through 

the 



SI A 
the middle of it, and falling into the Atlantic 
ocean in the lat. of 1 I. 12. S. It is bounded on 
the north by the river St. Francis; and on the 
fouth by that of Todos los Santos; the Atlan
tic ocean terminates it on the eaft; and the na
tion of Tapuyes on the weft. It is divided in
to feveral inferior difiriB:s, and produces great 
quantities of fugar and tobacco. 

SEREGIPE, the capital of the captainfhip of 
the fame name, finely fituated on a rifing
ground, on the nort fide of the river V azabaris, 
eleven leagues from the fea. It was formerly 
well-fortified by the Dutch, but is now very in
confiderable, and remarkable only for being the 
capital of this government, and having fom~ fil
ver-mines in its neighbourhood. Lat. I I. 2.0. 

S. long. 31. 2. N. 
SaREWSBU R Y, the principal town of the 

county of Monmouth, in New Jerfey, fitu.ued 
on the fouthern bank of a river of its own name, 
and near the fea. It is a confiderable place, 
confifting of near 2.00 families, with out-plan
tations of 30,000 acres. Lat 40. 18. N. long. 
74· 38. w. 

SrARA, a captainfhip of Brafil, fo called 
from a river of the fame name, which rifes in the 
mountains a great diftance up the country, and 
difcharges itfelf into the ocean in 3· 30. fouth 
lat. It is but a fmall government, not being 
above 18 leagues in compafs, in which are t\VO 

fortrefles, one on the north, joining to the little 
city of Siara, and buUt on a fmall hill on the 
right fide of the haven, which is only proper for 
fmall ve!fels: the other, called Fort St. Luke, is 
fituated on the coafr, at the mouth of a fmall 
river, navigable only for barks. 

I 5 SrARA, 
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S1 AR A, the capital of tl~e above captainlhip, 

and fi uated near the mouth of a fmall river of 
its own name. It is but fmall, and its trade, 
yvhich confifls chiefly in fugar a~1d tobacco, very 
wcon!lderable. Lat. 3· 31. S. long. 39· 36. w. 

SILL ER Y, a colony on the north fide of the 
river St. Laurence, about a mile aoove ~rbec, 
fo called from a gentleman of that name, who 
d1abi; 1cd it. It has nothing confiderable but 
a fort bdonging to the ]cfuits, before it was 
taken by the Englifh. 

SIMON, ST. an ifland near the north mouth 
of the Alatamaha river, in tlle colony of Geor
gia. It is about 45 miles in length, and from 
two to four in brtadth. It h:1s a ftrong battery 
crrcl:cd on it in 17}2, for the defence of Jekyl 
fvund, in which ten or twelve forty-gun ihips 

ay ride in fafety. T11is iflnnd hJs a rich 
fruitful foil, full of Odk and hickery trees, in
termixed with meadows and old I11di:m fields. 
In the middle of tbis ifland the town of Frcde
rica is fituated. 

SccoNusco, :1 pro\ I nee of New Spain, run
nijw 70 le:t~ucs along the co.:llt of the South 
fea ~ bounded ou the nor h by the province of 
Chia1 a; on tbe cail by thofe of V era Paz, ~nd 
buJtimai<l; and on the weft by the Pactfic 
ccean, and p.1rt of the province of TJarcala. 
The c imatc is very hot; the r.ainy f~:afon long, 
namely from April to ~t:>ptcmber ; and fi-orms 
are vtry frequent ; fo that the C()Untry is very 
far from being either healthy or ple::1f:mt. Nor 
does the foil produce much corn, but great 
Quantities of indigo and cocoa r,urs, which are 
f~nt by fea to all the other parts of New Spain. 

There 
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There a e few Spaniards in this part of th 
country, but very rich; which is afcribed to he 
quarrelfome nature of the natives, who are more 
numerous here than elfewhere: but perhaps the 
pride and tyrannical behaviour of the Spaniards 
may have induced the Indians to exert their 
fhength in oppofing the invaders of their coun-

tr\r, 
·SoLID AD, LA, or the DESERT, a c oyfier of 

bar-..-footcd Carme1ites, fituated on a hill three 
le-agues nort.1-weft: of Mexico, inclofcd with an 
high fione-wall, feven leagues in compafs. The 
hill, on which the monaftery frands, is fur
rounded with rocks, in which they have dug 
caves for oratories. Here the provincial Ch3p
ter of the 01der is held, and here are gardens 
and orchards t\VO miles in compafs, filled with 
the choiceP.: European fruit-trees. 

SoLOMON, IsLANDS oF, a number of fmall 
Wands in the South fea, extending from the 
7th degree of fouth latitude to the tropic of Ca
pricorn, and in 224 degrees of weft longitude. 
'rhefe ifiands are very little known, but thofe 
that have vifitcd them fay, that the air is very 
temperate, th foil remarkably fertile, and that 
they abound with vafr numbers of cattle, and 
are furnifhed with many rivers and fireams of 
excellent w;1ter. ' 

SoMBIERO, a fmall defert ifland among the 
Caribbecs, 30 miles north-weft of Anguilla. 
See ANGUILLA. 

SoMILDYK, a fort belonging to the Dutch, 
and fituated at the conflux of the rivers Commc
wine and C9tica, in the colony of Surinam, in 
South America. See SuR IN AM. 

SoMERSET 
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SoMERSET CouNTY, the moll: fouthern dif

trict: in Maryland; containing one parifu only. 
SoRREL RIVER, a river of North America, 

in the province of New York. It rifes in Lake 
Champlain, and after a courfe of about 69 miles 
falls into the river St. Laurence, in the lat. of 
46. 10. N. long. 72. 25. W. 

SoRREL, FORT, a fma1l fort built by the 
French on the weftern point of the mouth of 
Sorrel river. 

SPANIARn•s BAY, an excellent harbour on 
the ealtern coalt of the ifland of Cape Breton. 

. Its mouth is only a thoufand paces wide, but 
grows broader within, and, at a league's difhnce 
from its mouth, divides itielf into two arms, 
which are navigable three leagues up, and both 
_very fafe harbours. Lat. 46. 20. N. long. 58. 
29. W. . 

SPANISH TowN, formerly the capital of the 
ifland of Jamaic-a, being the refidence of the 
Governor, and the place where the Alfembly 
and Grand Courts of J ufiice are kept. It was 
founded by Chrifiopher Columbus, who receiv
ed the title of Duke de la Vega, from this 
town, which he called St. J ago de la Vega. 
This, being an inland town, has much le{s 
trade than Kingfion, but more gaiety. Many 
perfons of large fortunes refide here, and make 
a figure proportionable; the number of coaches 
kept here is very great. See J AGo DE LA V E
GA, ST. 

SPEIGHT~s TowN, a place in the ifland of 
Barhadces, formerly much frequented by the 
Brifrol-traders, and thence called Little Bri!tol. 
It is a very pretty town, cQntainin

0 
about 350 
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well-built houfes, difpofed into four regular and 
fpacious ftreets, of which the longeft is called 
J ew's-ftreet, and, with the other three, leads 
down to the water-fide. The planters in that 
part of Barbadoes called Scotland, ufed to fuip 
off their goods here for England, which occa
fioned the building of fiore-houfes, and a con
courfe of people, to the great advantage of the 
town ; but moft of the trade is now removed to 
Bridgetown. It has a fp.1cious church, dedi
cated to St. Peter, which gave name to its pre
cinct, and is the place where the monthly feffi
ons are held. The town is defended by two 
forts, befidcs another in Heathcote's Bay, fome 
ddlance fouth of the town. One of the above 
forts fiands in the middle of the town. and is 
mounted with 14 guns; the other, whi~h bath 
32, frands at the north end of it. But there 
a re, befides thefc, feveral plat-forms on the fea
fhore, erected fince the commencement of the 
prefent war. Lat. 10. 9· N. long. 59• 21. 

\V. 
ST ATEN IsLAND, an ifland near Cape Horn, 

forming the eafiern fide of the {height of Le 
Maire. It is about fix leagues in length, and 
five or fix in breadth, but totally barren. Lat. 
54· 17. S. long. 6o. 40. W. 

STATEN IsLAND, an ifland forming the 
county of Richmond, in the province of New 

"'ork, about nine miles north-weft of New 
Y 01 k city. It is about I 8 miles long, and, at 
a medium, fix or feven in breadth. On the 
fouth fide is a confiderable trael: of good level 
L nd ; but the ifland is, in general, rough, and 
the hills high. The inhabitants are principally 
Dutch and French. The former have a church, 

but 
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but the latter having been long without a lVIi
nifier, refort to an epifcopal church in Rich
mond town, a poor mean place, and the only 
one in the ifland. ~rhe Minificr receives 40l. 
per annum, r~ifed by a tax upon the county. 
Lat. 40. 34· N. long. 74· 22. W. 

STEPHEN's FoRT, a fquare fort in the pro
vince of New Hampfhire, fituated on the eaf
tern bank of Connet1icut river, 30 miles north 
of the ill age of N orthfield, and 59 fouth-we!l: 
of Crown-Point. 

SuFFOLK CouNTY, a divifion of the pm· 
vince of New York, including all the eaftern 
part of Long-ifland, Shelter-ifland, Fifher's
ifland, Plum-iflaRd, and the lfle of 1:Vight. 
This large county has been bng fettled, and, 
except a fmall epifcopal congregation, con11fis 
entirely of Englifh Prdbyterians. The farmers 
arc, for the mo11 part, graziers, and, Jiving 2t a 
great difiancc from New York, the principal 
part of their produce is fent to the markets of 
B ofl:on and Rhotle-Ifland. The Indi ans, who 
were formerly numerous here, are now very in
confiderable ; and thofe that remain generally 
bind themfelves fervants to the Eno)ifh. 

SuLPHUR MouNTAIN, a remarkable moun
tain in the ifland of Guadaloupe, famous for 
the exhalations of fulphur, and eruptions of 
afhes. The fummit is very high, and, confifis 
of a vafr ruQ"ged platform covered with burned 
fioncs of all fizes, and from feveral clifts and 
chinks iifues a fulphureous fmoke. On the eaft 
fide of the mountain are two mouths of an 
enormous fulphur-pit; one of thefe mouths is 
about an hundred feet in diameter, but the 
depth unknown. About two hundred paces be-

low 
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low thefe apertures, which are generally filled 
with a thick fulphureous fmoke, are three little 
fprings of very hot water, one of which, called 
the \Vhite River, from the colour of its waters, 
falls into the river St. Louis. The middle and 
bottom of this burning mountain are very difFer
ent from the top of it, being covered with a 
verdure of tall trees and herbage, watered with 

. abundance of rivulets, and cultivated with the 
greateft care and induftry. 

SuP AY-U Reo; a remarkable eminence in the 
province of Q.1ito, in South America, between 
the vallies of Chugui-pata, and thofe of Paute. 
It is faid to have had its name from the follow
ing fabulous relation. An inhabitant of the 
province of Efl:remadura in Spain, through an 
extremity of difhefs, abandoned himfelf to de
fpair; and in the frenzy of his wild imagination, 
often implored the aHiftance of Satan, fame
times cut-fed the moment that gave birth to 
his wretched being, and was for laying violent 
hands upon hirnfelf. The devil, taking advan
tage of his condition, appeared to him, but in a 
flre(., which fufficiently concealed his nature, 
and courteoufly afked the caufe of his exceffi.ve 
melancholy; and being informed that it was 
owing to an U11happy change of circumfiances, 
from a plentiful fortune to the mofi: extreme po
verty, the devil, with a chearful air, told him 
th .tt he would fhew him a fpot from whence he 
might have what quantity of gold he pleafed, 
the mine being abfolutcly inexhauflible. The 
Spaniard embraced the ofter with the greateft 
tranfport of joy; and concluding that it would 
at leafl: prove a journey of fome days, purchafed, 
wi h the fmall remains of his fubftance, a few 

~ loave~ 
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loaves', which he packed up in his wallet. And 
his mind being fometbing eafier from thefe Bat
tering promifes, laid himfelf down to refr till the 
time appointed, when he was to call upon his 
guide. But when he awaked he found himfelf 
in a country abfolutely unknown, the plain of 
Chugui-pata lying before him, and himfelf re
clined on the eminence of Sup:1y-Urco. His 
afionilhment at viewing fuch multitudes of 
firange objects can be much better conceived 
than exprdfed. For fome time he doubted 
\'rhether they were real or illufive, till tired with 
uncertainties, and determined to know in what 
country he was, be diretl:ed his way to a houfe 
of fome figure, which he faw at a diftance. This 
happen~d fortunately to belong to a Spaniard, 
who was a native of the fame province of Efire
madura; and being informed by his fervants, 
that a firanger of the fame country was at the 
gate, the maficr, hoping to hear news from his 
native land, ordered him to be brought in, re
ceived him with marks-of friendfhip, and, be
ing at breakfafi, made him fit down with him, 
and began to enter on the pleafing enquiry after 
his friends and relations ; but his guefi: taking 
out one of the loaves, which the gentleman 
knew was baked in Spain, and finding it quite 
new, was fo loft in aftonilhment, that he forgot 
both his breakfaft and relations, infifiing, tho' 
afraid to hear, that his apparent countryman 
fhould inform him how it was poffible to make 
fo long a voyage in fo fuort a time. The other 
readily fatisfying his dcfire, they both agreed 
that this mufl have been the action of the de
vil, who had brought the poor Spaniard thither 
to enrich himfelf from the treafure concealed in 

the 
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the bowels of the hill on which he had laid 
him, and ever fince it has been called Supay
Urco, or Devil's-Hill. This fiory is currently 
told in the province of ~ito ; and from this 
fiory, though defiitute . of the le aft: foundation, 
the inhabitants are perfuaded, that Supay-U r
eo contains inexhaufi:ible mines of gold, tho' 
none will venture to op ... n them. Indeed, from 
the appearance of the hill, and the pieces of ore 
fcattered in different parts of the acclivity, there 
is fufficient reafon to think that the hill contains 
rich mines; but like thofe in the refi: of the 
province, they are totally neglected. 

SuPERIOR, LAKE, a large collet\:ion of wa
ters, or rather a freih-water fea, being near an 
hundred leagues in length, and feventy in 
breadth, and interfperfed with feveral very con
fiderable iflands. The middle of it lies in the 
latitude of 47· 10. N. long. 85. 10. W. 'rhe 
country round it is very little known, being fre
quented only by the lndi.ans in their huntings. 

SuR IN AM, a river in South America, rifing 
in a ridge of mountains, in the kingdom of Terra 
Firm a, and after a winding courfe of about I 50 
miles, from fouth to north, falls into the Atlan
tic ocean in the lat. of 6. 25. N. long 55· 40. 
W. It has fand-banks at its mouth, over which 
there is about three fathoms water, in high 
tides. But above thefe banks the water is 
much deeper, and the river navigable for large 
veffels above thirty leagues up the country. 

SuRINAM, the capital of a Dutch colony, fi
tuated on the weflern bank of the river of the 
fame name, about fifteen miles from its mouth. 

' Two leagues above the mouth of the river Su
rinam, the Dutch have a fort, called Zelandia, 

built 
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built \vith bricks. In the year-1640 the French 
feized upon this poft, but finding the country 
too unwholfome, they foon after abandoned it, 
and the Englifh took poileBion of it. The 
country however turned to Jitt~e account, and 
the Eugliih ceded it to the Dutch, in exchange 
for New York, in the year 1674-· 

The whole country was at that time very un. 
wholfome, being over-run with woo s, which 
hindered the fun and wind ti·om drying the 
earth, and puri(ying the air from noxious cxha
lations. This did not however hinder the people 
of Zealand from making fettlements here, un
der the proteCl:ion of the States of that province; 
and finding that the country would produce 
large quantities of fugar, they cut down {o many 
of the trees that the fun and wind, by drying 
the foil, rendered the climate far more health
fuJ. 

The States of Zealand, to whom this country 
belonged, fold it to the Dutch W efl:-Ind!a com
pany; who not finding themfelves in a condi
tion to fend over the neceifary fupplies, made 
over a third part of i.t to the magifhates of Am
fierdam, and another third part to Mynheer 
Van Aarfens, Lord of Someldyk. Hence this 
colony has been called t:1e Society of Surinam, 
becaufe it is fubject to three partners ; but the 
fovereignty of it belopgs to the States General. 
Since this divifion was made, feveral families 
have fettled in the colony, where they have 
raifed plantations of fugar-canes, which bring 
them very confidcrabJe, profits. As the colony 
became populous, the air became more health
ful, by cutting down whole foreffs, and culti
vating the country, which drew thither a great 

number 
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number of inhabitants, fo that in the year 1682, 
they reckoned near 6oo families w·ere fettled 

there. 
This happy beginning determined the States 

to favour and proteCt the colony; and accord
ingly, in the year 1683, they granted a p:1.tent, 
contai 1ing thirty-two articles, bo h i1. favour of 
the \V dt-India company, and for the fecurity 
and advantage of thofe who were already fettled, 
or fho 1ld fettle there for the future. Among 
other advantc ges, the Company were impowcr
ed to lay a duty of three gilders on every hun..: 
dred tuns of fhipping coming in or going out 
of the port of Surinam ; as alfo to raife a capi
tation-tax of fifty pounds of fugar annually, on 
every inhabitant of Surinam, whether white or 
black; and two and a half per cent. of the value 
of all the merchandizes fent to Holl<~.nd, or fold 
at Surinam. They alfo obtained another very 
confiderable advantage, namely, an exclufive 
right of carrying negroes to Surinam ; but then 
they are obliged to fell them publickly, two by 
two, in order to accommodate all the inhabi.: 
tants alike, without the leafl: difl:inB:ion. 

All the inhabitants of the United Provinces 
are at liberty to fettle or trade here, paying the 
tonnage above-mentioned, and giving fecurity 
that their fuips fhall not faii to the coaft of A
frica, or to any other part where the Company 
hath an exclufive trade, but that they will re
turn directly to the ports of the United Provinces. 

The Company are obliged to keep the forts 
of ~ealand and Someldyk in repair, as alfo to 
furnifh the fettlements with artillery and war
like fiorcs, to pay the troops, and, in fbort, to 
take care of every thing relating to the fecurity 

and 
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and defence of the colony. They are a1fo 
obliged to fend minifl:ers t~ither, hut thefe are 
paid by the colony. 

The vafr number of Dutch people, who have 
acquired plantations here, have raifed the colony 
to a very .flourilhing condition, fo that it has ex .. 
tended itfelf 30 leagues above the mouth of the 
river Surinam; but there is little probability of 
their fettling higher, becaufe the falls thereabout 
render the navigation of the river impo.ffible. 
There is alfo a kind of natural wall of prodigi
ous rocks, which at once bound the ·colony, 
and fcrve as a fortification to prevent the i11-
roads of the favages, who inhabit the mountains, 
and cannot be civilized. ·The plantations jn 
this colony are faia to amount to above five 
hundred, and yield the proprietors immenfe profit. 

All the plantations are fituated on the banks 
of the rivers. Fort Somelfdyk ftands at the 
conflux of the rivers Commewine and Cottica; 
the latter is an arm of the river Surinam. The 

- rivers are well flocked with feveral kinds of ex
cellent filh; and the woods abound with an 
amazing variety of beautiful birds. 

From the end of November to the beginning 
of July, the weather is pretty temperate, on ac
count of the clouds, which intercept, during the 
greatefl: part of the time, the fun's rays; a 
north .. eaft wind alfo blows continually, and gre~t 
quantities of rain falL The reft of the year IS 

ve.ry hot and fultry, efpecially when it does not 
ram. 

The chief trade of this colony con fills in the 
produtl of the country, namely, fugar, cotton, 
gum, tobacco, wood for dying, &c. The 
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Dutch have alfo planted coffee here, and find it 
fuccccd fo well, that they are able to export 
large quantities to Holland, and it is reckoned 
equal to that which comes from the Levant. 

The lands are cultivated by negroes, whom 
the planters purchafe from theW eit-India com
pany. But no beafi:s of burden lead fo uncom
fortable a life as thofe unhappy mortals. They 
are obliged to work inccfL·mtly, and are ufed in 
t.he moft cruel manner, by thofe apeoimed to 
overlook them, whenever they tranfgrefs the 
leaft againft the orders of their imperious maf
ters. They have only five or fix hours allowed 
them every Saturday to cultivate their gardens, 
on the produce of which they mufi live; except 
a fmall quantity of fait meat given them feme
times by their mafiers. They lie on the bare 
boards without any covering. This inhuman 
ufage renders them fometimes defperate, and 
puts them upon trying every poffible method of 
recovering their liberty; and when they are 
afraid of being taken, and have no reafon to ex
peel: pardon, they defiroy themfelves ; others 
bear the mofi cruel torments with amazing con
ftancy, and heroic fortitude. 

There is a college at Amfierdam for the go .. 
vernment of this colony, confifting of ten di
reB:ors, five of whom are chofen by the magif
trates of that city, four by the Wefi-lndia 
company, and one by the Lord of Somelfdyk. 
Though this college be fubordinate to theW efi:
lndia company, yet it fends orders to the re
gency at Surinam, for the adminiil:ration of ci
vil affairs, and to all that relates to the fupport 
of the colony. Thcfe direClors alfo appoint the 
governor, but he muft be approved by the States 
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General, and take an oath to them as well as to 
the directors. , 

The governor, who has under him a com
mandant, exerts a fovereign authority over the 
whole cok>ny, in the name of the States Gene
ral and of the Society, both in civil and military 
affairs; but in matters of moment he is obliged 
to call together, and confult with, the Political 
Council, of which, as well as of the Court of 
juHice, he is chairman. He has however but 
one vote in either, and is obliged to determine 
according to the majority of voices. The Poli
tical Council is compofed, befides the prefident, 
of the commandant, who is the firfl: counfellcr, 
and nine other members; it has- alfo a counfel-
1or-fifcal, and a fecretary. The council, er 
court of jufi:ice, confifi§ only of five counfellors, 
a fccretary, and a bailiff, befides the governor. 
The goven!or has the difpofal of a11 vacant em
ployments both civil and military) but no longer 
than till he can receive orders from the court of 
directors. He gives fuch orders, and makes 
fuch regulations as he thinks moft conducive for 
the fecurity of the colony, againfi the infults 
and attacks of an enemy, and calls together a 
council of war, compoied of the commandant, 
all the captains, and as many members of the 
Political Council as there are military officers. 
'To this Council he propofcs all that feems to 
him mofi proper for the ftxurity of the colony. 
There is a fubaltern council of wa1, compofed 
of the commandant, captains, lieutenants, and 
enfigns, who take cognizance of the faults 
committed by the foldiers, and punilh them. 

The Chamber of Orphans is governed by 
four commiifaries, who have a fecrctary. There 
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ate fcveral other petty officers, which it is need
lcfs to mention here. 

The troops kept in pay for the defence of the 
colony, confift vf four companies of foot, each 
comn-ianded by a captain, a lieutenant, an en
fign, and two ferjealhS. The governor is co
lonel of thofe four companies, and cautain of 
the firft. There is alfo a furgeon, a major, and 
a provoft. 

The whole colony is divideu into eight parts, 
each of which forms a company of burghers, or 
citizens, commanded by a captain, a lieutenant, 
and an enfign. 

'rhere are only three churches in the whole 
colony; and to each of thefc churches belong a 
pa or, two elders, two deacons, and a reader, 
who is alfo the fchoolmafier. The churches 
are kept in repair, and the mini!l:ers and readers 
p:1id by the colony. 

SuRR Y, one of the counties of Virginia, ly
ing to the north of that called llle of "\Night 
county. It contains I I I ,050 acres of land, and 
has n;,•o parifhes, namely, So...:thward, and Ly
on's Creek. 

SussEx, one of the counties in Penfylvania, 
and had its name from 1\tlr. Pen's feat in the 
county of SuHcx, in EnglanJ. It lies along De
laware Bay, and is inhabited by planters, whofe 
plantations lie fcattered at a difrance from one 
another, according as the fettlers made choice 
of different fpots of ground. 

SwANSEY, a town of New England, in 
New Plymouth colony, fituated at the mouth 
of Providence river. It is a large fcattering 
town, but carries on a tolerable trade. Lat. 4-2. 
5· N. long. 71. 10. W. 

TABAGO, 



T. 

T AB A G 0, a fmall ifland in the South 
fea, fix leagues to the fouthward of Pa

nama. It is very "mountainous, and about three 
miles long, and two broad. On the north fide 
the high land declines with a gentle defcent to 
the fea. Near the !hand the foil is a black mould 
and deep; but towards the top of the mountain 
ftrong and dry. The north fide of the ifland 
makes a very pleafent appearance, and feems to 
be a garden of fruit-trees, inclofed within others 
of the foreft kind. The principal products are 
plantains and bananas, w hi eh thrive very well 
from the foot to the middle of the mountain; 
but thofe near the top are fmall, as wanting 
moifture. Clofe by the ihore are many cocoa-nut 
trees, which exhibit a pleafant appearance ; and 
among them many Mammee trees. The fouth 
fide of the ifland has never been cleared, and is 
accordingly covered with trees of various kinds. 
A very fine brook of excellent water rifes from 
the declivity of the mountain, and after gliding 
through a grove of fruit trees, falls into the fea 
on the .north fide. There was formerly a fmall 
town near the fea, on the north fide of the ifland; 
but was ruined by the privateers that then fre
quented thofe feas. Before it is a good road, 
about a mile from the 1hore, where lhips may 
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riJe very fafely in fixtecn or eighteen fathom 
water. Lat. 8. 40. N. long. 82. 9· W. 

TAB AGO, or ToBAGO, one of the Caribbee 
iflands. See ToBAGO. 

TABASCO, a province of l'viexico in N~w 
Spain, bounded on the W efl: by that of Guafa
ca ; on the Eafi: by that of J ucatan ; on the 
North by the gulph of Mexico, along which it 
extends about forty leagues from eaft to weft. It 
is a narrow flip running along the fea-lhore; 
but neither very healthy, nor the foil remarkably 
fruitful. The inhabitants however hwe good 
farms well-ftocked with cattle, which fell to 
good advantage. They have alfo great plenty 
of Indian corn, and cocoa-nuts, which they 
fend to Vera Cru~. 1\tlo!l: of the country is flat 
an:.l moifl:, has m~ny madhes and lakes, well
:fiocked with fiili. It rains nine months out of 
the twelve, fo that the air is exceffively damp ; 
and in February, March, and April, remarkably 
hot, when infinite fl:orms of gnats and other in
feCts are produced. The coafl:, from the begin
ning of September to the end of March, is fub
jeE:I: to tempefl:uous northerly winds, which ren
der failing dangerous during that feafon. The 
Spaniards brought hither vines, lemon, orange~ 
and fig-trees, which all thrive here very well. 
Here are large thickets of mangroves and barn
hoes, and great woods of cedar, Brai{l, &c. fre
quented by lions, tigers, wild bears, and deer. 
They have great numbers of rabbits, apes, and 
fquirrels, with the common fruits of America, 
and three or four harvefts of maize in a year, 
befides rice, barley, and all forts of garden-herbs, 
different fpecies of European fowls, and others 
to us unknown. On the banks of a river, called 
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alfo Tabago, are great numbers of cabbage
trees, an hundred feet high, and the 1araefr 
cotton-trees ever feen in any part of the 
world. 

TABAsco, the capital of the :iliove province, 
called alfo by the Spaniards, N ue.fira Sennora de 
la Vittoria, from a great victory obtained here 
by Cortez, on his firfi: arrival. It ltands on an 
ifland, at the mouth of the river Grijalva, ninety 
miles eaft of ·Efpirito San to, and an hundred
and-fixty fouth-eafi of Mexico. The river Gri
jalva divides itfelf, near the fea, into two 

• branches, of which the wefiern fa11s into the ri
ver Tabafco, which rifes in the mountains of 
Chiapa; and the other continues its courfe till 
within four leagues of the fea, where it fubdi
vides, and feparates the il1and above-mentioned 
from the continent. Near it are pfains, which 
abound with cattle and other animals, particu
larly the mountain-cow, fo called from its re
fembling that creature, and feeding on a fort of 
rnofs found on the trees near great rivers. The 
ifland of Tabafco, on which the town of that 
name is built, i3 about twelve leagues long, and 
two and a half broad. The town is not very 
large, but . well-built, and confiderably enriched 
by a confiant refort of merchants and tradefmen 
at Chrillmas. Lat. 17. 40. N. long. 93· 39· w. 

TACUNGA. See LATACUNGA. 
T'AnousAc, a fmall place on the banks of 

the river St. Laurence, at the mouth of the ri
ver Saguenay. It is a place of great traffic and 
refort for the wild natives, who bring hither 
large quantities of furs to ~change for woollen 
cloths, linen, iron and brafs utenfils, ribbands, 
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and other trinkets. The mouth of the river on 
which it frands is defended by a fort eretl:ed on 
a rock, almofr inacceffible. Lat. 46. 50. N. 
long. 68. 3· \V. rr AGAPIPE, a caflle ereCted on a point of 
land in the bay of All-Saints, in Brafil. It is 
pretty confiderable, and adds greatly to the 
fhength of St. Salvador. See SALVADOR. 

T ALBOT CouNTY~ a difhitt of Maryland, 
lying on the weft of Kent, from which i is di
vided by a double row of trees, and is bounded 
on the fouth by Cecil county. In this county 
the capital, formerly called Oxford, but now 
Williamftadt, is fituated. See WILLIAM-
sTADT. 

T ALCAGUANA, a fmall bay, or rather cl .. 
bow, in the bay of Conception, ·Il the kingdom 
of Chili, and by far the moR: freguented, .luips 
in general anchoring here, having not only 
better ground than in any other part of the bay, 
but are alfo in fome meafure !heltered from the 
north winds · whereas at Cerillo-Verde they lie 
expofed both to the nol th and fo \'t v:in , 
the hnd that !hould intercept the~ JJeing ver.y 
low. 

'I'AMAT AMQYE, by the Spaniards called 
V ill a de la~ Pulmas, a town of Santa Martha, 
in Terra Firma, South America. It fiands on 
the eafiern bank of Santa l\1artha river, about 
28 miles above Tcnetit-Fe. The country is very 
hot, the foutherly wind blowing the moit part of 
the year. Though the land is fiony and high, 
yet it is level, abounding with pafl:urc-grounds, 
feeding abundance of cattle. ~arge forefts co
ver a great part of the country, efpecially along 
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the river, the inundations of which form feveral 
lakes and marfhes in the lower lands. 

rr AMARAC, T AMAIUCA, or HUl\iARICA, 
a captainfhip of Brafil, in South America. It 
has its name from an ifland on the coafi-, near 
the mouth of the river Tamarac, which confii
tutes the principal part of its difiricr, though 
the territory thereof extends inland between 3o 
and 40 leagues, having Parayba on the North; 
Pernambuco on the South; the ocean on the 
Eafl:; and the unfubdued Tapuye.:; on the Weft. 
lt is reckoned one of .the mofr ancient and flou
rifhing captainfhips in Brafi] ; but Parayba and 
Pernambuco have fince exceeded it in · the 
latter. . 

The ifland is parted from the main-land by a 
very narrow channel, into which the river dif
charges itfelf, lying in the latitude of 7· 54· S. 
and long. 35· 5· W. lt is fertile and pleaf~mt 
enough, producing large quantities of Braftl- · 
wood, cotton, cocoa-nuts, fugar, melons, ci
trons, &c. befides a good deal of timber for 
fuel and other purpofes. It is about three 
leagues i ngth, and one in breadth, and about 
feven or c1ght in circuit. It has a commodious 
haven on the fouth fide, with fome good fprings 
and rivulets of frelh water. . The entrance in
to the po.rt is by a channel of between I 5 and 
16 feet water, commanded by a cafile built 
on an eminence, and formerly taken by the 
Dutch, who alfo built Fort-Orange at the 
mouth of the channel, which was inacceffible, 
by reafon of the marfhes furrounding it: fo that 
the veffels that failed down from the ifland were 
expofed to it, and they had in fome meafure 
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fl:opped a11 the avenues from the Portugue(e. 
The other mouth of the channel, ca11 J Cat
wama, is much frullower, having hardly t•:n 
feet water, and fit only for flat-Gottomed vdfel:;. 
1 ' his ifland, and the territory on the continent 
belonging to it, pay about 3000 ducats to the 
Governor of the captainfhip, and in it are rcd:
oncd to be about 22 fugar-mills. The Ftcn l : 
had formerly a canton or fettlement on this 
C()afi:, !till called from them Porta dos Francefe; 
but the Portuguefe cbligcd them tu evacuate 

it. 
The capital, called Nofha Segnora de Con-

ceizao, or da Tamarica, fiands at the c,:ntpn.ce 
into the 1 iver of the latter name; and ne, r 1t is 
t he fmall callle jufi:-mentioneJ, wtth a re oubt 
f.:ommandi ng the avenues. AnJ abuut a league 
and half north of the mouth of the river is the 
famous point, denominated Panto Pedro. A 
league farther north from that head-l anC1, is the 
ittl river Goyana, in lat. 7. 46. S. three leagues 

from the mouth of which river fiands a town of 
the fame name, where the juridical courts of the 
capta1n£hip are held. It Hands in a good terr i
tory, producing plenty of Brafll-wood, cotton, 
ginger, Indian nuts, &c. The inland part, and 
indeed mofi: of the captainfhip, is inhabited by 
the Pettiguares and Maraquites, the forn1er 
of which have a finall number of villages; 
the latter are a migratory people, who re
move from place to place : thefe nations reach 
almofi: to Cape Blanco. They are obferved to 
be more populous the further they are removed 
from the Portugude, being but then in their 
neighbourhood : whence it appears tliat they 
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are not 'ery fond of it. Thefe lafi people have, 
befides Gcyana, another fettlement called Ca
pibai ibi, v1ith feveral fugar-plantations and mills, 
and a good number of their own nation to look 
after them. 

'I'AMAROAs, or T AMARos, a large illand of 
~1orida, in North America. It lies about 25 
leagues above the Ohio, with an Indian nation
oppofite to it, on the continent of the fame 
name; alfo another denominated Cahokia, who 
dwell on the banks of Chepulfo. See Fto
.R !D.~. , 

· 'f APANATEPEQ__UE, a town of Guaxaca, and 
audlelice of Mexico, in the province of this 
narrie• 'in North America. It Hands at the foot 
oft ~fmo ntains ~eienos, at t"he bottom of a 
bay in tie South fea; and is, according to Gage, 
one of the pleafanteft places in this country, 
a'nd tHe beft-furnifhed with Relh, fowl, and filh, 
being cbntiguous both to the fea and a river, 
amidfl rich farms ftocked each with between 
J.cob and 4000 head of cattle. Here, adds he, 
?.re dglightful. walks of orange, lemon, citron, 
fig, and other fruit-trees. 

'F-APARICA, a Iong ifland, on the weft fide 
of the entrance into the bay of All-Saints, in 
Brafil, Sooth America ; as the continent of 
Brafil is on the eaft, the ifland fecures its mouth, 
whicH is upwards of three leagues wide, be
tweeh it and the main land ; and on the point 
6'f it fiarlds fort St. Antonio, and the little place 
r alfbti Veya7 or Old City. See BAHIA. 

T APOYl:s, the mofr confiderable nations of 
all the native Hrafilians, in South America, that 
llave not yet beeh conquered by the Portuguefe; 

they 
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they fpread themfelves a great way inland to the 
weft, and are divide 1 into a vaft number of 
tribes, or cJntun~, anti governments, all of them 
living under their own Kings. They are taller 
and ftouter than the other natives of Brafil, and 
in fome refpeds more rude and barbarous : they 
arc of a brown, fwarthy complexion, with long 
black hair hJnging dovn'l their backs and over 
their {boulders, only the forehead fhaved .as far 
as their ears, and all the reil: of their bodies, 
even to their eye-brows. Their Ki.qgs are dii
tinguifued b. having their heads fhaved in the 
fon of a crown, and having long nails on th ir 
fingers and thumbs. Both the men and the wo
men go naked, except a fmall covering round 
their waift. The men commonly fafien feathers 
about their heads, and flick, by means of wild 
honey, the combs of fine birds on their fore
heads. They likewife weave for themfelves 
cloaks of cotton-thread, in the form of a net, 
ftuck fo clofe with feathers as to keep out a 
good fuower of rain. They bore holes in their 
ears, noftrils, and under-lips, painting their bo
dies brown, on which they ftick abundance of 
feathers, with wild honey. 1'heir fl10es are 
made from the rind of the fruit aguay. When 
their fathers or mothers die, they exprefs their 
grief by tearing every hair off their heads. They 
cat human flefh when they can get it, and an 
abortive child they immediately devour. Their 
chief weapons are bows and arrows, with which 
they are fo expert as to ki 11 a bird flying; 
Others ufe no bows, but will throw their darts 
from their hands with furprizing dexterity, 
whilft others, who have neither of tho~e wea
pons, content themfelves with wooden clubs 
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made of hard wood, and 1harp at one end, 
which they wield with equal agility. Their 
martial inftrument is a kind of trumpet, made 
either of human bones, or fome of the horns of 
cattle. But though they are much firono-er, 
they are nothing near fo good foldicrs as ~he 
other Bra1ilians. They commonly lead ami
gratory life, ranging from place to place, but 
mofiJy in the woods: yet they con.fine them
felves to certain limits, beyond which they dare 
not pafs for fear of meeting with an enemy. 
They neither plant, fow, nor reap, but live on 
t!l.e fpontaneous productions of the ground, and 
the beafis they kill. lVirh regard to religion, 
they have flill lets, if poil]bJe, than the other 
Braiilians, and are much ~fonder of their un
bounded and brutal liberty, and confequently 
n1Qre at . enmity with the Europeans than the 
reft of their neighbours. The Dutch had for
merly ilretched their conquefts a good way into 
their territories : but fince their expulfion, they 
avoid all commerce with. the people of Europe, 

· whether Portuguefe, or any fubjetl: to their go
vernment. 

T ARIJ A, or CHICHAs, one of the fourteen 
jurifdiCl:ions belonging to the archbilhopric of 

· Plata, in Peru, South America. It lies about 
30 leagues fouth of Plata, its greatelt extent 
being about 35· The temperature of its air is 
various : in fome parts hot, and in others cold: 
fo that it has the advantage of corn, fruits, and 
cattle. This country abounds e\'ery where in 
mines of gold and filver; but e(pecially that part 
ca!Jed Chocayas. Between this province and 
the country inhabited by the wild Indians, runs 

the 
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the large river Tipuanys, the fands of wb ich 
being mixed with gold, are wailied, in order to 
feparate the grains of that met:1l. , 

TA uMACO, an ifland, in the land of the 
Holy Ghoft, and fouthern countries of America, 
about 1250 leagues from Mexico. Here de 
Quiros fiayed ten days : and a Lora of the 
Wand having come on boan.l, cpnverfed by figns 
with him : he was tall, and full-bqdied, of a 
fallow complexion, grey-eyed, high- nofed, his 
beard and hair curled, and of a grave·afpeCt. H 
was very ferviceable to his people, by help ng 
them to water. De Ql,1iros enquired of him, 
whether there were other if1and<> round them, 
and if inhabited : he named above 6o of them, 
and a large country called rvlanicola. ~rhe 
iHands lay from S. S. E. to N. E. and informed 
them by figns, that it would be ten wee s fail
ing to the great country, \vhere were people of 
all colours, friends, enemies, and canr.ib >ls, 
which he f1gnified by biting his arm. The ac
counts which de Q.1iros had from many of the 
people in the bay were really the fame, with this 
addition, that they had cows, buffaloes, fowls, 
and fwine, with great plenty of pearls. V. hen 
he failed from Taum eo, he tc k o r of tl e 
natives with him, three of whom \ver ii.ro ;vned 
in fwimming; and the other, called Pedro,.c~me 
to Mexico, and after learning l'panill1, 1t was 
obferved, that upon afking him queltions in 
different companies, at different times, he never 
varied in his accounts, or contracfieted himfelf. 
He was a native of the ifian of Chicayallo, 
larger than Taumaco, and about 300 miles from 
it. He faid it was more level, and abounded 
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more \vltb fruit, &c. · The natives had, in ge
neral; 1 lank hair; fome were white, with red 
paJr,; fqme 1\1~lattoes, with curled hair; and 
fo~e wboJly, ·l1ke Negrqes. He added, that in 
"this ifland were feveral forts of pearl-oyfl:ers, 
'and in 1ha:llow water. Befides feveral other 
iflands which he mentioned, as Guatopo, 150 
miles from Taum eo; Tucopia, at reo, where 
the country' Manicola, &c. Jay. In Taumaco, 
as th~ fame Indian afferted, was a pilot, who 
hitd been in nh ny more iflands, particularly a 
large one, called Pauro, whence he brought 
fome filh- gigs, and arrows with coloured 
points. 

De Qyiros obferves, that in the hay of Philip 
anti J ames were many black ftones, very heavy: 
fome of which he ca-rried to Mexico, and upon 
~1faving thetn, thef found fi1ver: Pedro faid, 
that Taum:.to ab<1unded with them, as did alfo 
Manicola. He talked much of the populolJf
nefs of the feveral iOands, and of other great 
countries, S. E. and W. of them, which agrees 
with the conjeCtures of the bell judges, and the 
~~et~te of difcoverers fince. 

TECOANTEPEQ...UE, a town of Guaxaco and 
·Mexic!o, tn North America. It J1es at the foot 
of\i moontair, on the top of which· is a vol':" 
tan'o. Captain Cook advifes, that 1hips, in 
croffiag this bav fhould keep as clofe under the 

1 
lattd as poffibfe ; and not contend with the 
ndtth ·wind~, b}" which many have been loft. 
Froin hence to Eftepaque, Gage travelled thro~ 
ii t?lain aefert of two days journey, abounding 

~ with cattle of a1l forts, tame and wild; he 
· favi aifo wolves and tigers. Tecoarttepeque, 

according_ 
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according to Senex, lies above roo miles from 
Guatulco. 

TENERIFFE, a town of Santa Martha and 
Terra Firma, in South America. It ftands on 
the eafiern bank of the great river Santa 1\'lartha, 
below its junCtion with that of Madalena, 
about I 35 miles from the city of Santa Martha, 
towards the fouth, the road from which capital 
to Teneriffe is very difficult by land : but one 
may go eafily enough from one to the other, 
partly by fea, and partly by the above -mention-
ed river. 

TEQ . ...U AJO, or TIQY As, a province of Mexi-
co, in North America ; according to the ac
counts of fume Spaniih travellers being about 
]at. 37. N. where they found fixteen vill~ges. 

T'ENECUM, a place of Penfylvania, North 
America, where the Swedes have a meeting
houfe, but whether lying on the borders of the 
county of Buckingham, or thofe of Philadel-
phia, does not appear. · 

TERRA DEL Foco. See Foco, in South 
America. 

TERRA DE LATRATON, i.e. The Plough-
.eman or Labourer's Land, as the Spaniards na .... m

ed it, from its cultivation, though probably the 
greateft part lies untilled; one of the northern 
countries ·of America, which the Engliih call 
New Britain. It lies S. W. of Greenland, with 
Hudfon's Streights and part of the Atlantic 
ocean on the N. E. and the latter alfo on the 
E. on the S. E. it is divided from Newfound
land by the {heights of Belleifie; on the S. it 
has the gulph and river of St. Laurence, with 

· part of Canada; a1;.d on the W. Hudfon's bay. 
It 
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It extends from lat. 50. to 63. N. -and fr.,._ 
Ion~. 5 r. to 79· W. It is nearly of a triangu
lar torm. We have no knowledge at all of its 
inland parts, and but an imperfect one of its 
coafl:s. The extreme poverty and brutal nerce
nefs of the people dwel:ing near the fea-fhore, 
with the very pinching coJdnefs of the climate, 
have deterred the Europeans from making any 
fettlements there. This country is inhabited 
by a fierce and favage people, called EsKr
MA ux, which fee, 

Not Jong ago a new fea or fireight was 
difcovered on the wefiern fide of this land from 
Hudfon's bay. But whether it be only a gulph, · 
or communicates with Hudfon's bay, or the 
North fea, is a pojnt not yet afcertaiced. All 
that we find from the; bel! map•, is, that the en
trance into that [ea lies between lat. s8. and 
59· N. But Charlevoix's map of Hudfon's bay 
has not this new fea. 

TERRA FIRMA, a kingdom of South Ame
rica. It begins northwards at the rive-r of Da
rien, and fhetching itfe!f along by Nombre de 
Dios, Bocas de Toro, Bal}ia del Almirante, is 
terminated wcfiward by the river de los Dorados 
in the North fea. Towards the South lea, be .. 
ginning on the weftern part, it extends from 
Punta GonJa in Cofia Rica, by Punta de 1\!Iari
atos, Morro de Puercos, to the gulph of Darien. 
whence it continues filuthward ·along the coa!l, 
by Puerto de Pinas and Morro -Q.uemado, to the 
bay of St. Bonaventura. Its length from E. to. 
\V. is 180 leagues; but if meafured along the 
coaft, it exceeds 230; nnd its breadth from N. 
to S. is the fame with that of the ifihmus, in-

clMding 
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eluding the whole province of Panama, and 
part of that of Daricn. It contains the three 
provinces of Panama, Darien, and V eraguas : 
which others fubdivide from W. to E. into Po
payan, New Granada, or Santa Fe, or Caftello 
del Oro, and New Andalufia, on the S. Thr:n 
going from E. to '\V. Venezuela, I io de la Ha
cha, Santa Martha, Carthagena, and Terra 
Firma Proper, which is the iH:hmus of D.uien 
on the N. 

Terra Firma has part of Peru, the AmaY.ons 
Country, and part of GuiaP.a, on the S. the ri
ver Oroonoko, which parts it from Guiana, on 
the S. E. the Atlantic ocean on the E. and that 
part of it, cal led the North fea, on theN. and 
the South fea on the \V. where the ifthmus of 
Darien alfo puts it from Mexico, or New 
Sp<>.in. 

rrhe narroweft part of the ifihmus is from the 
rivers Daricn and Chagre, on th.:! North fea, to 
thofc of Pito a d Caymito on the South fea: 
and here the difiance from_[ ea to fea is about I 4 
leagues : afterwards it increafes in breadth to
wards Choco ar.d Sitara ; and the fame weft
ward, in the province of V eraguas, forming an 
interval of 40 leagues from fea to fea. 

A!ong this ifihmus run thofe famous chains of 
lofty mount ins called the Andes: which, be· 
ginning at fu h a prodigious difl:ance as the 
Terra 1\llag"'llanica, traverfes the kingdom of 
Chili, the province of Buenos Ayres, through 
Peru and ~uto ; and from the latter province 
they contracJ themfelves, as it were, for a paf
fagc through this nan ow ifrhmus. Afterwards 
again widening, they continue their courfe 

through 
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through Nicaragua, Guatima1a, Co!ta Ricfl, St. 
Miguei, Mexico, Guajaca, la Puebla, aad 

.others, with feveral arms and ramifications for 
fi rengthening, as it were, the fouthern with the 
northern parts of America. 

The capital of the whole kingdom of Terra 
Firma, as well as of its particular province of 
tl:e fame name, is Panama ; befides which are 
the two cities of PortoBello, al}d Santiago de 
Nata de los Cava1Jeros, with one town, fome 
few forts, feveral villages, and country-feats, 
&c. The other places in the two remaining 
diftritl:s are not very confiderable. 

TERRA FIRMA PROPER. See DARIEN, . 
T'EsTrGoEs, iflanas near the coafr of New 

Andalufia, in Terra Firma, in South Ame
rica. 

THAMEs, a river of New England, in North 
America, which riling in a lake, north of the 
Maflachufets country, runs direcHy foutb,. and 
falls into the fea, below New London, and E • 

. of ConneB:icut river. This is a confiderable 
ftream, with feveral fmall branches, the princi

. pal of which are called GJafs-River, Ru.ifel's
Delight, and the Indian-River. 

THOMAs, ST. or the DANEs IsLAND, the 
Jargeft, .... and mail: northerly ifle to theE. of Por
to Rico, one of the Antilles in the Weft Indies. 
It is the neareft of all to Anegada, according to 
Moll; but Labat makes it the weftermoft. It 
abounds with potatoes, millet, mandroca, and 
moft forts of fruits and herbage, efpecially fu-

- gar and tobacco; but is extremely infefted with 
muikettoes and other troub1efome vermin. The 
Engiilh had formerly a fpacious fettlement on 

it, 
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it, where fome French exiles found a gt eat 
number of perfons of both fexes, who had 
been killed, but not firippcd, by the Spani
ards. Mr. Percy fays, this ifland produces 
oranges, citrons, lemons, guavas, bananas, ~nd 
fig-trees; but, according to Labat, they have 
few horfes or black cattle, yet are furniihed 
with flefh-meat enough from Porto Rico. Here 
are excellent kids, and all forts of wild fowl, 
but from the numbers of people, and great 
plenty of money here, provifions are, as is moft 
commonly the cafe, dear. Dampier calls it a 
free port, and a receptacle~ or fanctuary, for 
privateers : and indeed the Danilh monarch's 
ports, from his being gencrall y a neutral Prince, 
are open to the fhipping of all nations. Here is 
a fafe and commodious harbour, with two na
tural mounds on it, calculated, as it were, for 
placing two batteries for the defence of its en
trance. Though the illand is only fix or feven 
leagues in circuit, it has two mafiers ; namely, 
th~ Danes and Brandenburghers, the latter of 
which are under the proteCtion of the former ;. 
though all the trade here, fays Labat, is carried 
on by the Dutch, under the name of the Danes. 
N ea 1 y in the center of the harbour is a fmall 
fort without ditch or out-works; and the town, 
which begins about 50 or 6o. paces weft of it, 
confifis chiefly of one long fireet, at the end of 
which is the Dani1h faaory, a large building, 
with convenient ware-houfes, for the :fiowage of 
the goods, as well as the reception of negroes, 
in which article they trade with the Spaniards. 
On the right fide of this factory is the Bran
denburg quarter, confifiing of two little fireets, 

full 
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fu1l of French refugees from Europe and the 
Iflands. 1\tioll: of the houfes are of brick, being 
built and tiled in the Dutch fafhion ; yet but of 
one fiory, on account of the foundation, where, 
before they dig to. the depth of three feet, they 
meet with water and qttickfands. The trade of 
this ft11all ifland, particularly in time of peace, 
is very confiderable : this being the ftaple for 
fuch traffic as the French, Englilh, Dutch, and 
Spaniards dare not carry on pub1ickly in their 
own iilands: and in war-time privateers bring 
their prizes hither for fale. A great number of 
veffels trade from hence 4Iong the coaft of Ter
ra Firma, and return with a great deal of fpecie, 
or bars, and valuable merchandife ; · fo that the 
place is weal6y, and always well -flocked with 
all forts of goods. · In 1688 the Danifh factory 
here was attacked and plundered by the French 
buccaneers. A large bat tcry has fince been 
ereCl:ed at the bottom of the firlt, which in 
1701, when Labat was here, was mounted with 
20 pieces of cannon. 

THO.MAs, ST. a town of Guiana; in South 
America. - It Hands QI1 the banks of the river 
Oroonoko. It was attacked by Sir \.V alter Ra
Jeig~l, as he went in quell of a gold-mine, by or
der of King James I. Lat. 75· N. long. 62. 
36. \N. 

THREE Rrv'ERs. See TRIBLE RIVERs. 
T'IBERON, CAPE, a round black rock, which 

is the mo.fi wefiern point of the vvhole ifland of 
Hifpaniola, i.n the Weft Indies. See HISPANI
OLA and ST. DoMINGo. 

T'ICKLE - .1\IE-Q_piCKLY HARBOUR, fo called 
by the Engliih, a fine little fandy bay of Terra 

2 Firma 
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Firma Proper, on the ifthmus of Darien, in 
South America, at the north-wefi end of a riff 
of rocks, with good anchorage and fafe land
ing, the extremity of the rocks on one fide, and 
the Samballas iflands on the other, (the range 
of which begins from hence) on the other fide, 
guard it from the fea, and fo form a very good 
harbour. It is much frequented by privateers. 

'rrcoNDERAGO, a fort, built by the F[ench 
in the year I J 56, on the narrow paffage, Of 

communication, between the lakes George and 
Champlin, in North Americ:1. It had all the 
advantages that art or nature could give it, be-
1ng defended on three fides by vhter furrounded 
by rocks; and by half of the fourth by a fwamp, 
and where that fails, the French eretled a breafl.:
work nine feet high. The troops under Ge·
ncral A bercrombie were defeated here in the 
year I J 58; but it was taken the year following 
by General Amherft. 

TrcsAN, a village of Ouenca, and depart-
ment of Alanf1s, in ~tito, in South America, 
which was entirely deHroycd by an e:uthquake, 
but the inhabitants efcaped, and removed to a 
fafer fituation. The marks of this dreadful 
convulfion of nature are frill vifible in feveral 
chafms among the mountains, many of which 
are two or three feet in breadth ; this evidently 
evincing the violent concuffior.s in the bowels of 
the earth at that time. The temperature of the 
air here is fomething colder than at Cuenca, 
though not in a degree fufficient to leffen the 
exuberant fertility of the foil. 

TIMBUES, Indian natives of South America; 
fomc of which dwell along the banks Qf the 

Rio 
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Rio de la Plata, and others about a large lake 
formed by that river. They were firfi difcover
ed by Pedro de Mendoza, who being courte
oufly treated by them, built a town in their ter
ritory, which he called Buena Efperanica, i.e. 
Good Hope. They live in \'dlages mofily, 
feeding on fifh ; and are more affable and do
cile than any of the other tribes in that neigh
bourhood. 

TITICACA, or CHucurTo, a lake of Char
cas and Peru, in South America. It lies be
tween the provinces comprehended under the 
general name of Callao; and of all the known · 
Jakes ofS. America, this is the Jargefr. It is of a· 
figure fomething ovaJ, with an inclination from 
north-weft to fouth-eaft, and about Bo leagues 
in circuit. The water in fame parts is 70 or Bo 
fathoms deep. Ten or twelve large, befides a 
gr4tater number of fmaller ilreams, difcharge 
themfelves into it. The water of this lake, tho' 
neither fait nor brackiih, is muddy, and has 
fomething fo naufeous in its tafie as not to be 
drank. It abounds with fiih of two oppofite 
kinds and qualities ; the one large and palate
able, by the Indians caJJed fuchis ; the other 
fmall, infipid, and bony, which the Indians long 
ilnce denominated boyas. On it are alfo great 
numbers of geefe and other wild fowl, its ihores 
are covered with Rags and rulbes, the materials 
of which the bridges of the country are made. 

As the wefiern limits of this lake are ca!Ied 
Chucuito; fo thofe on the eafi fide ar~ difiin
guifhed by the name of Omafcuyo. In it are 
feveral illands, among which is one very large, 
and anciently was one mountain, but fince le-

velled 
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veiled by order of theY ne as. It however gave 
to the lake its own name of Titicaca, which, 
in t e Indian language, fig,nifies a mountain of 
lead, and about two mufket-!hots from the fuore. 
In this ifiand the firfr Y nca, M~ncho-capac, the 
illuftrious founder of the empire of Peru, in
vented his political fable, That the Sun, his ft
ther, bad placed him there, together with his fif
ter and confort l\1ama Oello Huaco; enjoining 
them to draw the neighbouring people from the 
ignorance, rudenefs, and barbarity in which they 
lived, and to humanize them bv cufroms, laws, 
and religious rites, dictated by himfelf. So that 
in return for the benecyts refulting from this art
ful firatagem, the ifiand has been looked upon 
as facred by all the Indians. And the Y ne as 
determining to ereCt on it a tempie to the Sun, 
caufed it to be levelled, that its fite might by that 
means be rendered the more delightful and com-

modious. 
This was one of the moft fplendid temples in 

the empire. For, befides the plaits of gold and 
filver with which its walls were magnificently 
adorned, it contained an immenfe quantity of 
riches; all the inhabitants of the province,s 
which depended on the empire, being indifpen
fably obliged to vifit it once a year, and make 
fomc offering to it. This prodigious colle.:lion 
of riche~, the Indians, upon ieeino- the violent 
rapacity of the Spaniards, are tho;g,ht to have 
thrown into this lake ; as it is certainly known 
they did with regard to a great part of thofe at 
Cufco, among which was the famous golden 
chain, made by order of the Y nca Huayna-ca
pac, for folemnizing the feftival of giving name 

to 
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to his cl deft fon. But thefe valuable effecb 
were thrown into anoth('r lake, ,in the va11ey of 
Orcos, fix leagues S. of Cufco : and though 
numbers of Spaniards, animated with the flat
tering hopes of fuch immenfe treafure, made 
frequent attempts for recoverir1g it, yet from the 
great depth of water, and the bottom being eo- . 

' vered with llime and mud, all their endeavours 
- were rendered fru itlefs. For though its circuit 

is not a hove half a league, yet the depth of wa
ter in m oil places i's not lefs than 2 3 or 24 fatho'ms. 

Towards the fouth part of Titica'ca lake, the 
hanks approach one another, fo as to for:.m a 
kind of bay terminating in a river, called El De
faguadero, or the drain ; and afterwards form! 
the lake of Paria, which has no vifibie outlet: 
but its many whirlpools fufficiently indicate that 
the water iifues by· a fubterraneous paifage. 
Ovt-r the river El Defaguadero fiiJI remain! the 
bridge of rufhes invented by Cap:lc-Yupanqui, 
the fifth Y nca, for tranfporting his army to the 
other fide, in order to conquer the provinces of 
Collafuyo. The Defaguadero is here between 
8o and 100 yards in breadth, flowing with a 
very impetuous current under a fmooth, and as 
it were, 11ceping fur face. The Y nca-, to over
come this difficulty, ordered four very large 
cables to be made of a kind of grafs, which co
vers the lofty heaths and mountains of that 
country, and by the Indians called ichu: fo 
that thefe cables were the foundation of the 
whole firucture. Two of thefe being laid acrofs 
the water, fafcines of dry juneira, and totora, 
two fpecies of ru1hes, were fafiened together, 

and 
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and laid acrofs the cables. On this again the 
two other cables were laiJ, and covered with the 
like fafcines f~curely faHened on, but of a [mall
er fizc than the firfr, anJ arranged fo as to form 
a level furf ce. And by thi's means the Ynca 
procured a fafe paffage for his army. This 
bridge of rufhes, which js about five yards 
broad, and one yard and an half above the fur
face of the water, is carefully repaired, or re
built, every fix mcnths by the neighbouring 
provinces, in purfuancc of a law made by that 
Y nca ; and fince often confirmed by the Kings 
of Spain, on account of its vaft ufe, it being the 
channel of intercourfe between thofe provinces 
on each fide the Defaguadero. 

TLASCALA, or LOS ANGELOS~ a province of 
!'Iew Spain, in North America. It has the ad
vantage of 1 ying on the North and South feas, 
having that part of the former which is the 
gulph of Mexico on the E. the province of 
Guaxaca on the S. E. the Pacific ocean on 
the S. the flrovince of 1\!Iexico Proper on the 
W. and that of Panuco on the N. W. It is 
~bovc 100 leagues from the one fea to the 
other ; about 8o here broadefr, which is along 
the gulph of Mexico; and 25 upon the fea
coaft. Its climate, foil, and produce, are much 
the fame with thofe of Mexico Proper. On the 
weft fide there is a chain of mountains for the 
fpace of 18 leagues, very well cultivated; and 
on the north is alfo a great ridge of mountains, 
the neighbourhood of which expofes it to horrid 
tempefts, hurricanes, and frequent inundations 
of the river ?ahual, whereby houfes, even on 
the tops of eminences, are fometimes endan
dangered. Yet this is allowed to be the mofl: 

populous 
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populous country in all America. And this is 
partly afcribed to its having been originally an 
ally to Cortez, in the conqueft of Mexico, who 
obtained a grant of it from the Emperor Charles 
VI. alfo Kmg of Spain, by which it is frill ex
empt from any fervice or duty whatfoever to 
that Crown, only paying the King of Spain a 
handful of maize for each head, as an acknow
ledgment; which inconfiderable parcels were 
faid, upwards of 50 years ago, to make up 
13,000 bu1he1s; for it produces fo much of that 
Indian corn, that hence it has had the name of 
Tlafcala, i. e. the land of bread. By this means 
the towns and villages fwarm with Indians, 
quite a _different people from their neighbours, 
who have become entirely fiupid, through the 
Jong continuance of the navery and oppre.ffion 
to which they have been fubje8ed. Whereas 
thefe have all the fire and fpint natural to a free 
people; fpeak the Spanifh tongue, and hardly 
any other ; being perfectly reconciled to the 
Spanilh cuftoms, and grateful for the . counte
nance lbewn them. 

This province was anciently a monarchy, till 
civil wars arifing among the inhabitants, they 
formed themfelves into an ariHocracy of many 
Princes, in orqer to get rid of one. They di
vided their towns into different difhias, each of 
which nominated one of their chiefs to refide in 
the court of Tlafcala, where they formed a fe
nat'e, whofe refolutions were a law to the whole. 
Under this form of government, they maintain
ed themfelves a long while againft the Kings of 
Mexico, ' and continue<.I in it till the reception 
of the Spaniards under Cortez. 

Of 
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Of the fame name is its ancient capital, once 

the fee of a Biiliop, about 45 1niles E. of Mexi
co, and 6o N, of Los Ar~gclos, its modern ca
pital. lt has a pleafant fite on the banks of a 
river which runs into the South fea; but is 
mofrly inhabited by Indians, who in general are 
very rich, being free from all taxes and 9uties, 
as we obferved above: and having been entirely 
converted to chri.llianity, they have feveral good 
churches and monafieries. In Gage's time there 
w ere no lefs than 28 towns and villages under 
the jurifdiCiion of this city, containing 150,000 
families, fays that writer; and that it was worth 
aU the towns and villages between La V era 
Cmz and Mexico, the former being 140 miles 
S. E. of it. When the Spaniards firll: arrived 
here, fays Hey1in, it contained 3oo,ooo inhabi
tants; and Acofl:a affirms, that it had a market
place lat ge enough to hold 30,000 buyers and 
fellers ; that in · the {hambles were fcldom lefs 
than I 5,ooo :lheep, 4000 oxen, and 2000 hogs. 
But matters were fo much altered, that Gemelti, 
who was here in I 6g8, fays, it was then become 
an ordinary village, with a pariili church, in 
which hangs up a picture of the fhip which 
brought Cortez to La Vera Cruz. 'I'his city, 
according to Captain Cook, Hands in the valley 

· of Atlifco, which is a league and an half over, 
producing above roo,ooo bulhels of wheat in a 
year. Lat. 19. 5 I. N. long. 102. 5· W. 

To A, one of the two rivers (Bajamond being 
the other) which empties itfelf into the harbour 
of Porto Rico, in the Antilles ifland of the fame 
name. It rifes from Mount Guiame, on the 
fouth fide of the ifland, about fixteen leagues 

from 
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from the town, and running N. in a large 
frream to l\1ount Curvas, divides itfelf into two 
branches, betwixt which the other river Baja. 
mond has its fource. 

ToBAGo, or T ABAGo, one of the Caribbce 
iflands in the American ocean, 20 miles north 
of Trinidad, and 120 fouth of Barbadoes. It is 
about 52 miles long, and 12 broad. It was 
formerly planted by the Englilh, but being of
ten ravaged by the Indians, who dwell on the 
main-land, near the mouth of the river Oroo
noko, they deferted the ifland, which is fiill un
inhabited, though remarkably fruitful. Lat. I I. 
36. N. long 59· 10. W. 

To L u, a town of Terra Firma, South A
merica, with a harbour on a bay of the north 
fea. The famous baJfam of the fame name 
comes from this place; 1 14 mtles S. W. of 
Carthagena. Lat. 9· 36. N. long. 77· 5· W. 

ToMAco, a large river of Popayan, and 
Terra Firma, South America, about three 
leagues to the N. E. of Galla-ifle. And about 
a league and an half within the river, is an In
dian town of the fame name, and but fmaU, the 
inhabitants of which commonly fupply little 
veifels with provifions, when they put in here 
for refrelhment. At this river begins a great 
wood, extending ten or twelve leagues to the 
fouthward. All along this coafr are feveral ri
vers, at'\vhofe head both the Spaniards and In
dians wait for gold which wathes down from 
the mountains. This i-s a very rainy place, 
efpecially from April to Otlober, which is the 
winter-feafon here : at which time from hence 
all northward along the coaft of Mexico is 

continual 
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continual thunder and lightening, with rain, 
and feveral violent tornadoes or whirlwinus. 
Tne land-marks here are, that th~ land is high-· 
er than the coafts of Gorgona, and \'ery full of 
hills and trees, particularly on<! very hi~h 
mount. 

ToMJN A, a jurifditlion in the archbitbopric 
of Plata, and province of Peru. It begin
about 18 leagues S. E. from the city of Plata'; 
on its eafiern confines dwell a n.1tion of wild 
Indians, called Chiriguanos. The climate here 
is hot, and confequently its productions are fuch 
as are common to hot countries. Some parts 
have vineyards, and in othen arc made confi
derablc quantiti.:?s of fugar. It alto abounds in 
cattle and fheep. Its extent in feme part i& 
near 40 leagues. The vicinity of the Chirigu
anos is a conti:nual uneafinefs to the towns in 
this jurifdicrion, and even to the city of Plat.! 
it [elf, as they have more than once attempted to 
furprife it. 
• 'I'oMEBAMBA, a town of Q.1ito, one of th~ 
provinces of Peru. Here are the ru ins of a 
temple, ded icated to the Sun, ( !ce Titicaca) tl ~ 
walls of which were Lned with gold- late., 
when the Spaniards !l.rft arrived in this country. 
It lies ab ut r6o miles fouth of Q:.1ito. Lat. 2. 

IO. S. long. 7'7· 10. \V. 
'ToPIA, a mountainous barren part of N ... w 

Bifcay province in Mexico, North AmeriLa; 
yet moll of the neig! bo tin e; p·uts are pleafam, 
abounding with all manner of provifions. 

'foRTorsEs, THE RIVER oF, li ~ s tt n 
miles above a lake, twenty miles Ion£ , and 
eight or ten broad, which is fcrmed by the. 

VoL. Ill. L 1 IifEfipi;i 
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l'A:ffifippi in Louifiana or Carol ana, and Florida 
in North America. It is a large fine river: 
which runs into the country a good way to the 
nonh~·ea:lt, and is navigable 40 miles by the 
largeft boats. 

TORTUGA, SALT, or SAL ToRTUGA, an 

ifland on the weft of New Andalufia, and Terra 
Firma, South America, fo called, fays Dampicr, 
in contradifiinClion to the ilioals of Dry Tor
tugas near Cape Florida, and to the ifle of 
Tortuga, near that of Hifpaniola. It is pretty 
large, uninhabited, and abounds with fair. It 
lies in lat. I r. 36. N. and long. 64. W. being 
fomething northerly *from Margarita, about 14 
leagues, and 17 or 18 from Cape Blanco on the 
main. The eaft end of Tortuga is full of 
rugged, bare, and broken rocks, which firetch 
themfelves a little way out to fea. At the 
fouth-eafi part is an indifferent good road for 
fhipping, and much frequented in peaceable 
times by merchantmen, which come hither to 
lade falt, from May to Augufr. For at the eaft 
end is a Jarge fait-pond within 200 paces of the 
fea. Near. the weft extremity of the .ifland, on 
the fouth-fide, there is a finall harbour acid fome 
frelh water. That end of the ill and is full of 
fluubby trees; but the . eaff: end is rocky, and 
bare of trees, producing only coarfe grafs. Up
on it are fome goats, but not many. The 
turtles, or tortoifes, come into the fandy bays to 
lay their eggs, and from hence the ifland has its 
name. There is no ancoring any where but in 
the road where the falt-ponds are, or in the 
harbour. 

3 ToRTUGAs, 
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'roR TUG AS, or ToR TUDAS, one of the 

Antilles ifies, in the Weft-Indies, near theN. 
coafl of Hifpaniola. It was formerly the great 
rdidcnce of the buccaneers, and lies off cape St. 
Nicholas, 86 miles north of Petit Guaves, and 
..,5 Spaniih leagues eaf1 from Cuba. It is fur
rounded with rocks on the north and wef1 fides; 
and the road on the eafi: fide is very hard to 
find, and very difficult and dangerous when 
found, by 1 eafon of rocl«> and fands ; and the 
difficu ' ty of accels probably made this the retreat 
of the buccaneers. The Spaniards however de
frroycd their {ettlements here in 1638, witli ex
treme cruelty ; notwithftanding which the buc
caneers retullled, and fettled here again, under 
the command of Captain \Villes, an Engliih
man: but ;10t long after he was obliged t() 
abandon it to the French, who were harraffed 
many years by the Sp:miards, and driven off the 
ifiand more roan once. The French however 
having conftant fupplies from their i!lanus, and 
being joined from time to time by adventurers of 
all nations, they fiill kept up their claim, and 
at lafi: n0t only fixed themf~lvcs in this little 
ifland, but began to make fettlements on the 
weft end of St. Domingo, where they buiit 
fame villages and ieveral forts. 

1v1oll and the Sanfons place this ifiand 20 

miles north from the north-wefl end of Hifp2.
niola : but, accor.ding to Labat, it is only two 
fma11 leagues from it, being fix in length from 
eaft to wcfr, and three where broadeft from 
north to fouth. The Hiflorv of the Buccaneers 
makes it 6o lea3ues in ci{cuit. It is rocky, 

L 2. efpecially 
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efpecially on the north fide; yet full of t:iii 
palms and other trees, producing not only to
bacco, but yeJlow fanders, guiacum, gum-ele
mi, china-root, aloes, fugar, indigo, cotton, 
ginger, oranges, citrons, apricots, bananas, 
maize, aromatic laurels, and m oft of the fruits 
which grow on the other iflands, together with 
peafe, and the ufua] roots for food. But from 
want of fprings, the people are forced to fave 
rain-water in cifterns. Here are great numbers 
of wild boars, which they are for Lid to hunt, as 
fcrving for provifions, whenever an invafion 
obliges the inhabitants to retire into the woods. 
Befides parrots, thrulhes, ·and other birds, here 
are wild, or wood-pigeons, which are very good 
at a certain feafon ; but at other times are lean 
and bitter. Here is ftore of land and fea-crabs, 
which, if eaten frequently, occafion giddinefs, 
and dimnefs of fight. The north part of the 
illand is de::fo!ate, from the air b:::ing unhealthy, 
as weN as the coafi rugged ; but the fouth part 
is pretty populous, with good anchorage, and 
abounds with filh. lt has but one convenient 
harbour, the entrance into which is by two chan
nels, and it is capable of receiving Ltrge lhips. It 
lies at the bottom of a deep bay in that part of 

· the couJJtry called the qw-lands. And the 
town of Cayona is defended by fort Dageron, 
fo called from a French Governor, the founder 
of this now-Bourilhing colony. Lat. 20. 10. N. 
long. 73· 15. W. 

'rou LOUSE, PoRT, formerly called Port St. 
Peter, on the coafr of Cape Breton, in North 
America, jufl at the entrance of the Streight of 

Fronfac. 
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r ronfa:-. It lies between a fort of gulph, c, lied 
Little St. Peter, and the ifles of St. Peter, op
pofite to thofe of Madame, or I laurcpas. 

'fREBLE RIVER, fo called from three rive 
whi':h center their fireams about a quarter of a 

. mile below the town, and fall into th':! great one 
of St. Laurence. It fl:ands in Canada Proper, and 
\V as formerly the capital of theF rench government 
in . ew France, and much reforted to by feveral 
n ·1tions which eo ne down thoie rivers to it, 
<tn 1 trade in vatious forts of furs. The to\'\'n 
lns pallifadcs round it, being commodioufly fitu
a•crl in the center of the country, and conte
quently free from the irruptions of the lroquois. 
lt was the refidence of the Governor, w~1o kept 
a Major under him, with a mon ,dte ry of Rt·
colleB:s, who are the curates o f' the pl tcc. It 
was likewife the common emporium or mart t > 

which the natives ufed to bring their furs and 
other commodities to fdl, b~fore the Engii 1 

firfl: feized it and t' .e fettlement at .!Vlontr c.l. 
'l'he colony was a;~nin rdl:ored anno 1635, anJ 
the monks, wlF> had fettled a miffion there, re
turned t0 it in 1673· But in the year 176 , 
and in the courfe of the prefent w 1r wi .h the 
''rench, under \Volfe, l\1urray, and mbc.n., 
~tebec and l\.tlontreal have fall~n, v1th the rd~ 
or Can da, into the polf~ffion oft .e Crov .. ·n of 
Great B ilalll, in d-10fe ban s it fiiil is. Tne 
town itfelf is Ltid to be but thinl: p~oplcd, r:1o' 
the inhabitants arc wc.1lthy, and the hou~cs \er./ / 
large, and richly furni{hed. The cou .1try round 
it is plcafant, and fertile in corn, fr i~s, &c. an 
has a good number of lord{hips a d ha dfome 
feats belonging to i~: on cac, fide of the river 
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,c1re or eat nu mbers of genteel houfes, hardly a 
gun~ihot from one another, and the riv·er is co
vered with ' pl ('afure aiid fiflling-boats, which 
catch va.lt quantities of filh, efpecially eels of a 
prodigious fize. ,..I'hcfe commonly come in witb 
1he tide, and are caught in balkets laid fo: the 
purpofe; and being f dted and barrelled will keep 
good a who!e twelvrmonth. 'The town is about 
50 miles fouth from ~:ebec, and the failing up 
and down from one to the other extremely 
pleafant, and even rs Ieagues further up. Lat. 
46. sr. N. long. 75· IS· vv. 

TRIESTE, an ifland of J ucatan, in Mexiro, 
North America. It lies on the weft fide of 
Port-Royal ifle, and is about three leagues from 
well to eaft. 

TRINIDAD, SANTA, one of the two moft 
northerly i.lles (Santa Cruz being the other) 
among 8o others which are namelefs, near Pc:Q .. 
guin, and in Terra Magellanica, South Ameri .. 
ea. On this coaft the fea is very rough, and the 
winds extremely cold and tempefiu ous ; but the 
oppolite, or eaftern, fea is more calm and mo
derate: in the latter is faid to be found a fort of 
filh in great quantities, which is half-fowl and 
half-filh, the head and neck being mofily ~tbove 
and the re!l under water. Thefe are commonly 
feen beyond lat. 50. S. 
TRIN~DAD, or TRINITY, a town of New 

Granada, and T'erra Firm a, in South. America; 
about 23 miles north-eafl: of St. Fe. De Laet 
[ays # frands on the ealtern banlc. of the river 
Magdalena; tho', according to the beft maps, 

. it lies above 30 miles to the eafiward of it. The 
fite is very: convenient, but the inhabitants have 

had 
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had frequent wars with the neighbouring Indi
ans, who ar of a martial and turbulent difpofl-

tion. 
TRLaD .. n, TRINIDADA, or TRINITY, an 

ifland of Ne v Andalufia, in Terra F irma, South 
America. It partly forms the fireight of Paria, 
or Bocca de Drago, and is much larger than any 
of thofe on this coafi. l ts eaftermofi point lies 
in lat. IO. 38. N. long. 6o. 27. W. Hcrrcra 
fays, that this ifland is 50 let!gues long, and 
about 30 or 35 broad-. But Ovicdo feems 
to come nearer the truth, who makes it only 
25 leagues in length, and 18 or 20 in breadth. 
Its climate is faid to be infalubrious, the ifland 
being very often coTered with thick fogs. The 
q ~nlttV of its foil i.:l varirJtdly reported: however 
Sir Walter Raleigh, who was there fome time 
in the year 1593, and examined the ifland, gives 
an account, th ,tt the northern part of it is high 
land; but that its foil is good, proper for plant
ing of fugar-canes, tobacco, &c. Here are fe
veral forts of animals, plenty of wild hogs, fi!h, 
fowl, and fruit. It alfo produces maize, caiTava, 
and other roots, and in general all that is com
monly found in America. The Spaniards owned 
to Sir \V alter that they found gold in the rivers 
of this ifland, but nothing in comparifon of 
what the main-land produces. The natives 
called this ifland Cairi : but they themfelve~ 
had different names, according to the different 
parts of the iiland where they dwelt. lt belongs 

to Spain 
TRL.lDAD, LA, an open town of Veragua, 

and Audience of ~1exico, North America. lt 
{bnds on the b~nks of the river Belen, three 

L 4 leagues 
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Jc~gucs from the fea, but the inland way to it is 
<tlrnofi: ir:1pdfable: it lies eight leagues eafl: from 
I .. a Concep~ion, and I 24- miles fouth-eafi ofGua
timala, ~nd bcl\.:ngs to Spain. Lat. 13 .. 12. N. 
Jon£:. 94· IS. \V. 

'r 1NIDAn, or LA SoNsoNAT E, a port
to·wn cf Gu4tima.a Proper, in1\1cxico; or New 
Spain, i'orth America. It fiands on a bay of 
th; Sout;1 fea, about four leagues from Acax
atla, 65 miles fouth-eaft of Pctapa, and 162 
from Guatim2la. It contains 4 or 500 Spanilh 
hnni:ic~, beftdes 1-1ulattocs and Indians, with 
i · ·c churches and a monaHery. To this place 
<tl c tran(j.orted all the goods which are brought 
t ') Ac ... xatla. from Peru and Mexico. It is three 
1'"<!~ues fi-o111 the town. to the harbour, which is 
' f great re fort, as being the chief place of trade, 
as has een juil: mentioned, between New 
:;r.:in :.IJG Peru, and the neareft landing harbour 
to Gu1t1mala, for fl1ips which come from Pana
ma, Peru, and Mexico. But it is a place of no 
defence. In the neighbourhood are three volca
noes. 'The coafi is low, but with good anchor
~ge. 

1'RINIDAn, LA, one of the principal places 
l'fl the fouth part of the iiland of Cuha, in the 
\Vefi-Indics, which are under the jurifdiction of 
the citv of Havannah. 

'TRINITY, PoRT, a large bay of Martinico, 
cne of the Caribbee illands, in the American 
ocean. It is formed on the fi)uth: eall fide by 
the point Caravelle, which is two leagues in 
Jengtk ; and on the other fide by a very high 
hi11, about 350 or 400 paces in length, whirh 
011ly j 1ins to the main-land by an ifihmus not 

<>b:...ve 
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above 200 feet broad. The eafl: fide, op;nfite 
to the bottom of this b:w, is flopped up hv a 
chain of rocks which appear level with the \;:a-
ter, when the ebb-tide is fpvnt. 

The town here is a very thriving place, being 
the refi.dencc of feveral merchants, as well as of 
the Lieutenant-Governor of the C.1bes-terre, 
and much frequented by {hipping, efpecially 
from Nantz, the cargoes of which arc fure here 
to meet with a quick fale ; the people, who are 
very numerous in the adjacent parts, chufing 
rather to buy what they want near at hand, 
than to fend for it frorn the Ba{Te-terre. Be
fi·les, during the hurrican feafon, fhi?s have a 
f:tfc fiation in this port. Another advantage 
th(:y have he{(·, is, that wh~n they fet out for 
1<.-urope, they arc to the windward of all the 
i!hnds, and fave above :po leagues in their paf
f t6e, which they wou1d find by the w~y of St. 
Domingo, or Porto Rico. Though thi::> parifh 
takes in all the refi of the Cabes-terre, the 
church is only a wooden fhu 'ture. Great quan
titi s of cocoa, fugar, cotton, &c. are made hPte 
and in the neighbourhood. 

TRois RrvrER Es, the fame with TREBLE 

RrvER (which fee). 
T'R uXILLO, the firft dioccfc in the audience 

of Lima. J t li-:s north of t,le archiepifropal 
diocefe of Lima, and with it terminates, on tnc:.t 
fide, both the jurifdiB:ion of that audience, ar d 
the vice-royalty of Peru : but the whole cxt nt 
of this dioccfe is not under the juri!ditl:ion < f 
this audience, nor of that of the Viceroy: for 
it alfo includes the government of] 'lcn de Br;
camoros, bclon2,ing to the province and audience 

c n. · 01 ~nto. L 5 r:t:'R u.·1LLO 



TR UXILLo, one of the principal cities in the 
· la:fl:-mentioned province of the fame ·name, li 

leagues from Chocope, and 250 north-)Nefr of 
Lima, and according to UJloa's obfervations, 
in Jat. 8. 6. 3· S. long. 77· 30. W. It was 
built in the year I 535, by Don Francifco Pi
zarro, in the valley of Chimo. Its fite is plea
fant, notwithfranding the fandinefs of the (oil, 
the general inconvenience of all the towns 
in V aJle~. It is furrounded with a brick-wall, 
and from its circuit may be ciaffed among cities 
of the third order. It :fiands on a fmall river, 
about half a le01gue from the fea ; two leagues to 
the north ward is the po1 t of Guanchaco, the 
channel of its maritime commerce. The boufes 
make a creditable appearance. The generality 
are of bricks, with ftately balconies a11d fuperb 
porticos ; but the others are of baxarcques. 
Both however are low, on account of the fre
Guent earthquakes, and few of tbcm have fo 
much as one fiory. The Corregidor of th.e 
whole dep:~nment tcfides in this city, and alfo a 
Bilhop, whole diocefe begim; at Tumbez; with a 
Chapter confifiing of three Dignitaries; name
ly, the Dean, Archdeacon, and Chanter, with 
four Canon$, and two Prebends. Here is an 
Office of Revenue, affified by an Accompt
ant, and Treafurc>r, one of which refides at 
Lambayeque. Convents of feveral Orders are 
alfo efiabJilhed in this place; a College of Je
fuits, an Hofpital of our Lady of Bethlehem, 
and two Nunneries, one of the order of St. 
Clare, and the other of St. Terefa. 

'I'he inhabitants confifi of Spaniards, Indi
ans, and all the other Caits. Among the fidl: 
are fcvera1 very rich and d1ftjnguifhed families. 

All 
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All in general are very civil, and friendly, and 
regular in their conduct. The women, in their 
drefs and cuftorns, follow nearly thofe of Lima, 
(See LIMA). Great numbers of chairs are fcen 
in this city, there not being a family of any cre
dit without one, as the fandy foil is very trouble-
fe me in walking. 

In this climate there is a fenfible difference 
between w inter and fummer, the former being 
atte nded with cold, and the latterwith exceffive 
beat. The country of this whole va1ley is ex
tremely fruitful, abounding with fugar-canes, 
maize, fruits, and garden-vegetab les, as ,alfo 
w ith vine and olive-yards. The parts nearcft 
the mountains produce wheat, barley, and other 
grain; fo that the inhabitants enjoy not on~y a 
plenty of all kinds of provifions, but likewi fe 
make confiderable exports to Panama, efpeci ,11ly 
of wheat 3nd fugars. This remarkable fertility 
has been improved to the great embelli!hment 
of the country : fo that the city is furrounded 
by fcveral groves and delightful walks of trees. 
The gardens alfo are well-cultivated, and make 
a very beautiful appearance: whic:1, with a 
continual ferene fky, prove not lefs agreeab!e to 
travellers, than to the inhabitants. 

About a league from the city is a river, the 
waters of which are conveyed by various cana's 
through this delightful country. 

TRUXILLO, or NosTRA StNIORA DE LA 

PAz, a town of New Granada (Venezuela), 
and Terra Firma, in South America, 125 miles 
fouth of M1racaibo-lake, and fubjeB: to Spain. 
On the fouthermofi bank of the !aft-mentioned 
lake is a village, called Truxillo, depending on 

this 
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this city, and \Vhither its inhabitants ufed to 
carry meal, bifcuit, bacon, and other provifions, 
wLich they embark on that river, where they 
are trar:fported into other provinces of South 
America, by which means they drive a very 
profitable trade. 'l'his they do twice a year, in 
May and November. The city is in lat. 9· 21. 
N. long. 6g. 15. W. 

TRUXILLo, a town of Honduras and Gua
timaJa audience, in North America. It fiands 
high, about a league from the North fea, and 
between two ri\•ers, the mouths of which, whh 
fome iflands befnre them, form the harbour at the 
bottom of St. Gi!es's bay, above two leagues 
!Jroad, being d~rp an.oi fecu e, and ddended by a 
cafile, but its tr.~de is inconfiderab·e. The 
country i excecdiJ g fruitful in corn and grape~', 
and, notwithfianding the heat of the climate; 
''cry populous. The city is def nded by a thick 
wall towards the fea, and is inacce.flible but by 
a narrow fteep ::&·ent. The caftle joins to the 
wall, and fiands on a hill. Bl:hind the city are 
very hie,h mountains. It lies. 300 miles north
cafi of Amapalla. Lat. 15. 36. N. long. 88. 
36. Vv. 

TucuMAN, fo caJJed from a tribe of Indians, 
a province of South America, and the fouth
wefi divifion of Paraguay, belonging to Spain. 
It ir, bounded on the N. partly by Los Chicas, 
in Peru, and partly by Chaco; on the S. by 
Cayo and Pampas; on tile E. by Paraguay Pro
per, and Rio de la Plata; and on theW. by St. 
J ago, in Chili, and the fouth end of Chi cas; 
extending itfelf from Rio Vermejo to Rio Quar
to, almoit from lat. 24. to 34· S. and from E. 

to 
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to W. where broaddt, from tl1e river SaLdo to 
the ridge of the Cordillera, which feparates it 
from C 1ili, almo!t from long. 62. to 69. 30. 'V. 
So that it lies, for the moft part, in a very tem
perate :;1nd healthy climate. Its territory is rich 
and w ··ll-cultivated, cfpecially towards Chili, 
with fome defert cantons towards the Magellanic 
fide. The foil is fandy, and almoft without 
fivnes, but very well-watered, producing plenty 
of cotton, wax, honey, paftel for dying, and a 
variety of fruits, with roots, Indian wheat, &c. 
'rhcy likewife breed here vafi: numbers of cattle, 
~nd have plenty of deer, and other game, with 
lions and tygers in their woods. The fhecp here 
are very large and ftrong, bLtt their wool is fine, 
and the inhabitants ufe them alfo for carriage. 
'rhc natives were formerly naked, but finc~e 
fu:11ething civilized by the Spaniards, and cover
ed with their woollen and cotton manufactures; 
t hey live in fmall villages very clofe to one an
other. Ita two principal rivers are the Dolce 
and Salado, i. e. the fwect and falt ones, bcfide.s 
innumerable fmallcr fiream . 
. 'fucuYo, a town of New Granada and 
1'crra F irm:1, in North America. It ftands in a , 
v.dley of the fame name, every where furrounded 
by mountains, and not above half a league in 
length and breadth. A rh·er divides the place in 
two. The air is very healthy, and the foil fruit
ful, producing p1enty of provifions, wheat, fruit, 
fugar-cancs, &c. The woods abound with game: 
It lies 200 miles S. of Macaybo city. Lat. 7· 10. 

N. long. 68. 36. W. 
rfUMBEZ, a town in the road to Lima and 

Peru, in South America, feven leagues from. 
Salto3 



TUN 
Salto, a place for landing of goods confiened to 
this place, and in lat. 3· I 3· 16. S. Near 
Tumbez is a river of the fame name, which 
difcharges itfdf into the bay of Guayaquil. It 
ftands in a very fandy plain, interfperfed with 
fome fmall eminences. It confifr.s of 70 cane .. 
houfcs, fcattered up and down, with about 150 
families of Mefrizoes, Indians, Mulattoes, aLd 
a few Spaniards ; befides others along the river's 
banks, continually employed in agriculture. The 
heat is exceffive, without rain for feveral years 
fucceffively, but when it falls it continues aU the 
winter. Here Pizarro and the Spaniards .firft 
landed in the(e fouth parts of America, where 
they faw prodigious ric11es, with large palaces, 
cafrles, and temples, of all which there is not 
a fing1e vefrige now remaining. The whole 
country, through which the road hither lies, is 
entirely wafie, partly overflowed bY, the tide, 
and partly dead fands, which reliect the fun
beams very intenfely. 

TuNGURAGUA, a conical mountain of the 
Cordillera of the Andes, in the province of 
Qyito, South America, about feven leagues N. 
of Riobamba town ; it is equally fieep on all 
lides. . 

TUNJA, a town of New Granada and Terra 
Firm a, in South America; the principal trading 
place in all the country. It abounds with mines 
of gold and emeralds; the air is temperate, and 
.hardly any difference perceived between winter 
and fummer. The foil produces plenty of corn, 
and mofi other neceffaries. It lies about thirty 
miles S. W. of Truxillo. Lat. 4· 5 r. N. long. 
72. 10. W. 

Tupz .. 
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TuPINAMBOES, the mofr confiderable among 

all the wild nations inhabiting the northern 
part of St. Vincent captain!hip and the Brafils, 
in South America. They are mofily fpread 
through the whole country, and are inveterate 
enemies to the Portuguefe. 

TuRA-BAMBA, a fpacious plain of Peru, in 
South America, at the other extremity of which 
fiands the city of Qyito. 1~o this plain, a road, 
croffing feveral breaches and beaten traCl:s, 
brings the traveller from Guayaquil. 

Tu scARORAS, a nation of Indians, fituated 
near the Mohawks river, in the province of New 
Y ork. 

TYBE Y, an ifiand, at the mouth of the river 
Savannah, in Georgia, North America, to the 
fouthward of the bar. lt is very pleafant, with 
a beautiful creek to the weft of it, where a fuip 
of any burthen may lie fafe at anchor. Here is 
great plenty of deer,. and a light-houfe, 8o feet 
hit;h. See SAvANNAH. 

VAC 

V ACHE, or Cow's IsLAND, about three 
leagues from the ifiand of St. Domingo, 

one of the Antilles, in America. The foil is 
very good, with two or three toierable ports. It 
l ies very convenient for a trade with the Spanilh 
colonies, on the continent, and with Cayenne. 
Only black cattle and hogs are kept on it. 

V ALDIVIA. 
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V ALDIVIA. See BALDIVIA. 

V ALLADOLID, a town of ] ucatan, and au~~ 
dience of Mexico, in N 'ew Spain. It is little 
known to !hangers, but lies 30 miles well of 
the gulph of Honduras, 170 fouth- well of 
Truxi!lo, and 65 fouth-eafi: of Merida. · Lat. 
14. IO. N. long. SI. 21. vV. 

V ALP ARAiso, a Jarge and populous town of 
Chili, in South America ; with a harbour, 
forming the port of St. J ago. It fiands in Jar. 
33· 2. 36. S. and 1ong. 304 I I. 45· from the 
meridian of Teneriff, or 77· 29. W. of London. 
It has an inconvenient fituation near the fo:)t of a 
mountain, and th :lt part of it along the coa11 is 
expofed to the north-winds. Befides the parilb
church, here are fome con~ents, but very few 
religious. It is inhabited by Spaniards and 
cafis of Mulartoes and 1\1e-11izoes. All the C.!l lao 
fhips come hither, and take in back again 
wheat, tallow, Cordouan leather, cordage, and 
dricc! fruits. The commerce is carried on but 
in fu mmcr, th e place becoming remarkably de
folate in winter, by the remov a.l of the traders 
to Santiago ; from which latter city, and its . own 
neighbourhood, Valparaifo is abundantly fupplied 
with provifions. The fruics cannot be viewed 
without admiration. Partridges abound here in 
the fea fo n, fo as to be knocked down with fiicks. 
The Ct a{i: forms a bay, north- ealt and fouth
weft, about three leagues in length, having two 
capes, Concon and Valparaifo . In the fouth
Weft part is the harbour, every where free from 
rocks and ihoals, except to the north-eafi of the 
breach de Ios Angelos, where is a blind rock . . 
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V EGA, ST. J AGO DE LA. Sec SPANISH 

TowN, in the ifbnd of Jamaica. 
V ENEZt ELA, a province of Terra Firma, in 

South Ame1 ica, including Carraccas. 1t i5 
l ounded on the eafr by New AnJalufia; on the 
fouth by 1 T ew Granada ; on the wefl: by Rio de 
la Hacha; and on the north by the North ft:a. 
It abounds \llith wilJ beafis and game, produ
cing plenty of corn twice a year, with ftuiK, 
fu~ar, and tobacco, and the befl: cocoa-planta
tions in America. Here are very good mea~o·.vs 
for c .ttle. They manufaCture aHo fe\'eral 
coaon-fiuffs. And in this province are gold 
fa!1cl , with many populous towns. 

Its capital of the fame name, or CoRO (which 
fome diflinguifn as two) fiands near the fea
coafi, about fifty miles fouth - eafl: of Cape 
St. Roman. Lat. 10. 30. N. long. 70. 15. 
w. 

VENEZUELA, a fpacious gu1ph in the fame 
province, communicating by a narrow fireight 
with Nlaracaybo lake. 

VENT A DE C&uz, a town on the ifihmus of 
Darien, and Terra Firm a, in South America. 
Here the Spanifh merchandifc from Panama to· 
Porto Bdlo is embarked on the river Chagre, 40 
miles fouth of the latter, and 20 north of the 
forn er. Lat. 9· 26. N. long. 8 I. 36. \V. 

VERA CRuz, the grand port of Mexico or 
r ew Spain, inN orth America, in the provi nee 
of Tlafcala or los Angelos, with a fecure har
bour, defended by a fort upon a rock of a neigh
b tHing iflaRd, o.lled St. John d' Alva, in the 
gul ph of ~~1exico. This is a place of very great 
extent, and perhaps one of the mofi conuderable 
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in the wotlu for trade, it being the natura) cen .. 
ter of the Amerkan treafure, and the magazine 
of all the merchandife fent from New Spain, or 
of that tranfported hither from Europe. It re
ceives a prodigious quantity of Eafi-India goods 
over land from Acapuko, being brought hither 
from the Philippine-iflcs. Upon the annual ar
rival of the Flota here from Old Spain, a fair is 
opened, which Jafis many weeks, when this place 
may be faid to be immenfely rich. Its iituation 
is unhealthy, from the nmk bogs around it, and 
the barrennefs of the fuil. V era Cruz having 
been taken and plundered feveral times by the 
Buccaneers, the Spaniards have built forts, and 
p1aced ceminels along the coafr, their ordinary 
garrifon confifiing only of 6o horfe and two 
companies of foot. At the oJd town, 15 or 16 
miles further wet!, Cortez Janded on Good 
Friday rs 18, when being determined to coo .. 
quer Mexico or die, he funk the fhips that 
tranfported his handful of men hither. La Vera 
Cruz fiands 215 miles fouth-cafi: of the city of 
Mexico. Lat. 18. 41. N. long. 102. 15. W. 

VERAGUA, by Ulloa made a province of 
Terra Firma., in South America, but others 
have it as a province of Guatimala and New 
Spain, in North America; joining on the wefr 
to Cofia Rica; on the eafi: to Panama; with the 
North fea on the north ; and the South fea on 
the (outh. The coaft was firll: difcovered by 
Chriitopher Columbus in 1303, to whom it was 
granted, with the title of Duke, and his pofie
rty ftill enjoy it. This province is very moun
tainous, woody, and barren; but has inexhauft
ible mines of 1i1ver, and fome of gold, the duft 
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of the latter being found among the fands of the 
rivers. Santiago de Veraguas, or Santa Fe, is the 
capital, but a poor place; and in this province 
is t e river V erao-ua, on which that town 
il:ands. 

0 

• 

VERA PAz, a province of Guatimala audi-
ence, and New Spain, m North America. lt 
h~s the bay of Honduras and Chiapa on the N. 
Guatimala on the S. Honduras on the E. and 
Soconufco, with part of Chiapa, on theW. is 48 
leagues long a1~d 28 broad. One half of it is 
healthy, and the other not. The country is 
fubjcEt to earthquakes, thunder, and nine months 
rain. The foil is mountainous, yielding, little 
corn, but abounding in cedar, &c. Here are 
wild bc·afls. The princi?al commodities are 
drug,s, cocoa, cotton, wool, hor;ey, ~\.c. 

Its capital of the fame name, or CoBAN, 
ftands on the wefi: fide of a river, which runs in .. 
to Golfo Dolce, 184 miles ea{t of Guatimala. 
Lat. 15. 10. N. long. 93· 15. W. 

VERE, oneofthepari!hes of Jamaica, having 
Manury-bay in it, a very fecure road for £hip· 

ping. 
V ERIN A, a fmall vil1age, and Spanifh planta-

tion of New Andalufia, and Terra Firm a, South 
America. Its tobacco is reputed the befi: in the 
world. It lies 6o miles eafi of Cumana. 

VERMILLION, PuRPLE, or RED SEA, the 
name given by fome to the gulph of California, 
in No :-tl1 America. 

U J IBO, one of the principal towns of Baba-
hoyo and Guayaquil, in South America. There 
is a river of the fame name which, with 
two others, overflows this jurifdiction to a 
prodigious diitance, though at different depths. 

VILLA 
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VILLA RicA, or AI..IviERIA, a town of 

'TJafcala and New Spain, in Nonh America. 
It fiand:, on the coafl-, and on a finaiJ river, with 
~n indifferent port, but in a better air than Vera 
Cruz, 20 leagues r.orth of the latter. A clan. 

· defiine trade 1s carried on here between tome 
Spanifh merchants on fhore, and the French of 
Sr. Domingo and l\1artinico. 

VrLLIA, LA, a town ~nd river of Veragua 
~nd Guatimala audience, in New Spain, Nonh 
America. . It appears from th;; f-Iiffory of the 
Buccaneers, who plundered it in I 686, to be 
feven leagues from N a a, bordering on Panama. 
Its fite is gooj, the fireets regular, .and heufes 
pretty, with feveral farms, and fine fav2nnahs in 
the neighbourhood. The river is \'ery large, 
and at low water breaks at the mouth as on a 
llat lhore; fo that great thips anchor within 
cannon-fb.ot, but barks of about 40 tons may ge 
up a-league and a half. The harbour is higher 
about a quarter of a league from the town. 
And about a league to windward is a lar5e rock 
always covered with vall: numbers of fea
fowl. 

VINCENT, s-r. one of the 14· captainlhips of 
Bra-lil in South America, and its mofi foutherly 
one. It begins near the tropic of Capricorn, 
and extenJs itfelf fouthward thence as far as 
lat. 27. S. It hath Rio Janeiro on the E. the re
public of St. Pa.ul, with fome wild natives, on 
the N. the ocean on the S. and S. E. and part 
of Paraguay on the W. 1'he ri\'-er Garatuba 
divides it on the S. from the King's captainfl1ip. 

Tne capital town of the f.1.me name ftands on 
the weft coaft of the ifle of Santos, about three 
or four leagues from the to~vn of th~ latter 
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name. It is an inconfiJerable place, with only 
bo houfes, and not much above 100 inhabitants. 
'I"he harbour will not receive 1arge vefiels. It 
hac; five or fix fugar-mills, &c. and lies about 76 
leagues S. vV. of Rio de Janeiro. Lat. 23. 40. 

S. and long. 45· 10. VI. 
V INCE TT, DE LAP AZES, ST. or 0NDA, a 

town of Popayan and Terra Firma, in South 
Ametica; about 25 miles eaftward of San Se
baaian, with a port where canoes from Cartha
gena and Santa Martha unload their merchan-
dife. 

VINCENT, ST. one of the Caribbee ifiands in 
the American ocean. It is included in the 
commiffion of the Governor of Barbadoes, from 
which i!land it lies about 7 5 miles W. The 
Caribbeans and Negroes are numerous here, 
and live well in large villages. It is about eight 
leagues long and fix broad. On it there are fe
veral mountains. But the attempts of the late 
Duke of Montague, under Captain U ring, to 
plant this ifiand and St. Lucia, proved unfuc
cef!Jul, after that publick-fpirited nobleman had 
expended about 40,0001. out of his own 
pocket. 

VIRGIN IsLANDS, a groupe of twelve or 
more little i!lands of the Antilles, in Ametica, 
rnofily barren, craggy, and uninhabited. They 
lie E. of Porto Rico, and 'V. of Anegada. 
Though the paffage through them is pretty diffi
cult, and formerly reckoned very hazardous, Sir 
Francis Drake went through them with fafety, 
when he maJe his ~ttempt on St. Domingo. 
One of the ifies is called Bird-Hland, where the 
booby birds are fo tame, that a man may catch 
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enough with his hand in a ihort time to ferve a 
fleet. They belong to Spain, and formerly in
cluded the feveral countries from New England 
to Carolina; but is now within much narrower 
limits. 

VIRGINIA, one of the Britilh colonies, in 
North America. In I s86, and under the reign 
of Qyeen Elizabeth, Sir W alttr Raleigh pro
cured feveral merchants and gentlemen to ad
vance large fums of money towards carrying on 
the defign he had formed of making further dif
coveries in the Wefi-Indies : and in the year 
following he obtained letters patent from the 
Queen, " To poffefS, plant, and enjoy for him
" fdf and fuch perfons as he thould nominate, 
'' themfelves, and their fucceffors, all ·fuch 
" lands, territories, &c. as they lhouJd dilcoveq 
" not in the poffe.ffion of any Chrifiian nation." 
In April following, the merchants and gentle
men, by Sir W alter's directions, fitted out two 
fmall veffels, under the command of Captain 
Philip AmidaP and Captain Arthur Barlow, 
two of Sir Waiter's fervants, who knowing no 
better courfe, failed away to the Canaries ; 
from thence to the Caribbee iflands, and croffing 
the gulph of Mexico, made the coaft of Flo
rida. 1~hey were fo ignorant of navigation, 
that by the computation of able feamen, they 
went above rooo leagues out of their way. 
rrhcir voyage however was profperous, and they 
anchored in an inlet by Roanoke, at preient 
under the government of North Carolina. 
They landed upon certain ilhnds on the coaft 
between Cape Fear and the bay of Chefa
peake ; and concluded, that the place of their 
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landing was on the m,\in continent of America; 
but going up to the top of a fmall eminence at 
a little diftance from the {hore, they perceived it 
to be a little ifland, of about twenty, or as 1\llr. 
Hariot judged, of fifteen miles in length, and fix: 
in breadth. This ii1and was called W ococon, 
and lay between Cape Hatteras and Cape Fear; 
and muft therefore be the ii1and of Ocacock, or 
at leaft fome of the other fmall iflands along that 
coafr. It was covered with tall and Hately 
trees, ced.us, pines, cyprefs, faflafras, and many 
others of excellent finell .and quality; and 
abounded in deer, rabbits, and wild-fowl, in in
credible numbers. 

They faw none of the n:1tives, till the third 
day after their landing, when they fpieJ three in 
a canoe. One of them went a{horc, and waited 
w ithout any figns of fear tiil the Engli{h rowed 
to him. He fpoke much to them in his own 
language, and then went boldl.y aboard their 
veflels. They gave him a fhirt, a hat, wine, 
and meat, with which he was much pleated. 
Having attentively vieweJ every thing, he went 
away; and within half an hour he had loaded 
his canoe with fifh, which he brought and di
vided between the {hip and the bark. 

rfhe next day feveral canoes came, and in 
one of them the King's brother. His name was 
Granganameo; the King was called V~ingina, 
and the country Wingandacoa. The King 
himfclf at that time lay, at his chief town, ill of 
the wounds which he had lately received in a 
battle. Granganameo, leaving his canoes at 
fome diitance, went to the point of land where 
the Engliih had gone to the Indian the day be-

fore. 
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fore. Having fpread a mat, he fat down upon 
it; and when the Englilh came to him well 
armed, he 1hewed no fear; but made figns to 
.them to fit down, firoaking his own head and 
b~eaft, and then theirs, to exprefs his love. The 
natives were a proper, well-proportior1ed people, 
very civil in their behaviour, and highly re
fpectful to Granganameo. For none o;: them 
fat down, or fpoke a word in his prelcnce, ex
cept four ; on whom the Englifh alfo beftowed 
prefents. But Granganamco took them all from 
them, and made figns, that every thing belong
ed to him. After fome finall traffic, he went 
<lV'i ay; but returning in two days, he ~at <i;nd 
drank very meaily with them. Not long after, 
he brought his wife and children on board. 
They were of mean ftature, but well-f2voured, 
and very balhful and modcfr. His wife had a 
band of white coral about her forehead, and 
bracelets of pearl in her ears, h~nging down to 
her middle, of the bignefs of large pea!e. As to 
the reft, they were decked with red copper, and 
fuch ornaments as are at prefent in fa!hion ant! 
efl:eem among our Inuians. 

After this, there came down, from all parts, 
great numbers of people, with leather, coral, 
and divers kinds of dyes. But when G~·anga
nameo was prefcnt, none durfl: traJe lJ,tt himftJf, 
and thofe who wore red copper on th ir heads, 
as he did. He would have given a . bag of 
pearls for a fuit of armour; but the Englifh rc
fufed, as not regarding them, that they might 
thereby the better learn where they grew. He was 
'Jel y j uft to his promife ; for they often trufied 
him, and he never failed to come within his 
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day to where they found his word. He commonly 
fent the Englilh every day a brace of bucks, co
nies, hares, and fi{h ; and fometimes melons 1 

walnuts, cucumbers, peafe, and divers kinds of 
roots. And the Englifh, to try the firength and 
goodnefs of the foil, put fome of their peafe into 
the ground, which grew wonderfully, and were 
found in ten days time fourteen inches high. 

An acquaintance being thus contraCl:ed by 
mutual returns ofkindnefs and beneficence, Cap-

~ tain Amidas, with feven more, ventured up the 
river Occam, as they call it, which mufi be 
Pamptico found. The next evening they came 
to the i{Ic of Raonoke, at the mouth of Albe
marle found, about feven leagues, as the fay, 
from the harbour, where they firft entered. But 
this is a grofs miftake, and mufi: be an error in 
the copy ; for by the fcale in \Vith's map, it 
cannot be lefs than thirty leagues, from W ococon 
to Roanoke. On this ifland tliey found a fmall 
town, confifiing of nine houfes; in one of which 
Granganameo lived. He was ab(ent; but his 
wife entertained them with wonderful courtefy 
and kindnef~. She made fomc of her people 
draw their boat up, to prevent its being in
jured by the beating of the furge; fome fhe or
dered to bring them afhore on their backs; and 
others, to carry their oars to the houfe, for fear 
of being fiole. \iVhen they came into the houfe, 
·fhe took off their cloaths and fiockine:s, and 
wafhed them, as likcwife their feet in<J warm 
water. When the dinner was ready, tney ,were 
conduCted into an inner room, boiled venifon, 
and roafied fifh ; and as a defert, melons, boil
ed roots, and fruit:~ of various forts. While 
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they were at meat, two or three of her men 
came in .. with their bows and arrows, which 
made the Engliih take to their arms. But file, 

" perceiving their di"ihufi, ordered their bows and 
arrows to be broken, and themfelves to be beaten 
out of the gate. In the evening the Englifh re
turned to their boat; and putting a little off from 
fhore, lay at anchor. At which lhe was much 
concerned, and brought their (upper, half boil
ed, pots and all to the fhore fide ; and feeing 
their jealoufy, lhe ordered feveral men, and 
thirty women, to fit a1J night upon the lhore, as a 

· guard ; and fent five mats to cover them from the 
weather. In 1hort, lhe omitted nothing, that 
the moll generous hofpitality and hearty defire of 
pleafing could do, to ·entertain them. 

And this was the farthefi difcovery made up
on this 6rft voyage, except fome confufed and 
uncertain accounts of the country, which they 
gathered from the Indians. They returned to 
.England about the middle of September, carry
ing with them two of the natives, Manteo and 
W anchefe; and their difcovery was fo welcome 
there, that the ~een herfelf was pleafed to 
name the country VIRGINIA, in memory of its 
having been firft found out in the reign of a vir
gin Qyeen. Or as fome have been pleafed to 
glofs and interpret _it, becaufe it fiill feemed to 
retairi the virgin purity and plenty of the firlt 
creation, and the people their innocency of life 
and manners. And foon after their return, Mr. 
Raleigh was eletl:ed, together with Sir William 
Courtena}', knight of the lhire for the county of 
Devon. On the 14th of December, he caufed 
a bill to be brought into tbc houfe, to confirm his 
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pateht for difcovering foreign countries ; which 
being (:Ommitted to Mr. Vice-Chamberlain 
Hatton, Secretary W alfingham, Sir Philip Sid
ney, Sir Fr.ancis Drake, Sir Richard Greenvit, 
Sir William Courtenay, and others, it was in 
a few days paffed, after many arguments, and a 
provifo added. And not long after the Qyeen 
was pleafed to knight him, upon occafion, it is 
faid, of this grateful dilcovery. But Mr. Of
borne, an ingenious obferver on her reign, fays 
with refpeCl: to Sir Francis V ere, a man nobly 
defcended, and Sir W alter Ralcigh, exaCtly 
qualified, that they, with fuch others, were 
fet apart in her judgment for military fervices. 
Neither did the ever raife them above knight
hood ; faying, when follicited to make V ere a 
Baron, that in his proper fphere, and her efl:i
mation, he was above it already. 

The advantageous accounts, which thefe :firft 
adve!lturcrs gave of the fertility, pleafantnefs, 
and wholefomenefs of the country, induced Sir 
Richard Greenvil himfelf to make a voyage thi
ther the next year. And he accordingly fet 
out from Plymouth the 9th of April, with 
feven £hips. Having made the ufual circuit of 
the Canaries and Weft-Indies, where they took 
two rich Spanifh prizes, and forced a profitable 
trade, they fell in with the continent of America 
near Cape Fear, and were in great danger of 
being loft upon it. But having happily efcaped, 
they came to an anchor off the ifland of W oco
con the 26th of May. They immediately fent 
to the ifle of Roanoke, to Wingina the King; 
and Mr. Arundel went to the main, with Man
teo, who proved throughout their whole fiay 
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very fai thful and ufeful 'to them. Soon afte'i be 
General, Sir Richard GreenviJ, wenthimfeJf to 
the main, with a feleCl: body of men; aJJ<I rang .. 
ing about, difcovered feveral Indian t6wns. At 
one of them the Indians fiole a filver cup ; for 
which they burnt their town, and dellroyed their 
corn, and fo returned to their lhips at Wococ-on. 
At Hatter as, whither they went foon after, Gran
ganameo, the King's brother, came abeard N!e 
Admiral with Manteo. This is the Jafi: vifithe 
made to the Engli1h ; for fome time this year he 
died, and in him they loft a fincere and hearty 
friend. 

Sir Richard Greenvii, having only made 
that fmaJI excurfion on the continent, re
turned to England this fummer. In his way 
.home, he took another Spanilh prize, of three 
hundred tons, richly laden, and with her ar
rived at Plymouth the 18th of September. But 
he left behind him an hundred anJ eight perfons, 
as a colony, to keep poffeffion of, and inhabit 

' the country. Of thefe he confiituted Mr. Ra1ph 
Lane governor, a ,military man of note, who 
was afterwards knighted, and applying himfelf 
to the fea-fervice, was of eminent command in 
the Englilh navy. With him remained Captain 
Philip Amidas, a.s Admiral, one of the com
manders in chief in the firft adventure, Mr. 
'Thomas Harriot, Captain Stafford, 1.\tir. Ken
dal; with feveral others of name in the ex-
pedition. . 

This colony chofe Roanoke, an ifland at the 
mouth of Alberrnarle found, for the place of 
their habitation ; and their chief employment 
w~s to reconnoitre and view the country, Their 
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farthe!l: dif~overy to the fouthward was Secotatlj 
an Indian town, by their reckoning, eighty 
leagues from Roanoke, lying up between the 
rivers P<~mpticoe and Neus, in North Carolina. 
To the northward they went an hundred and 
th' rty miles to the Chefapeakes, a nation of 
Indians, feated on a fmall rh·er, to the fouth 
of our bay, now ca11cd Elifabeth river, from 
whom, as thefe fidl: difcoverers tell us, the bay 
it~ If took its name. To the north weft, thefe dif
coverers went up Albemarle found and Chowan 
river, an hundred and thirty miles, to a nation of 
Indians called the Chawonocks, inhabiting above 
the fork of that river, where one branch takes the 
name ofMeherrin, and the other of Nottoway. 

The King of the Chawonocks, who(e name 
' was 1\tlenatonon, was lame, but the mo:fl: fenfi

ble undedl:anding Indian they had met witb. 
He amufed l\:1r. Lane and his company with 
a fiory of a copper-mine, and of a pearl fifhery, 
which by the t.lefcription was fomewhere upol<l 
the coafi, and with a ftrange relation of the head 
of the river Moratuc, now called Roanoke. 

_ Th:s river was defcribed, as fpringing out of a 
rock, fo nigh the fea, that in high winds the furge 
beat over into the fpring. And the Englilh very 
fanguinely concluded this fea to be either the 
bay of Mexico, or the South fea, or at lea:fl: fome 
arm that opened into it. Having their heads 
fill ed with thefe chimerical fancies, they formed 
many fchemes, and undertook a very fatiguing 
and hazardous voy~ge up that river. And fo 
eager were they, and refolutel¥ bent upon this 
golden difcovery, that they could not be perfuad
ed to return, as long as they had one pint of 
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corn a man left, and two mafiif dogs, wl1ich 
being boiled with faffafras leaves, might alford 
them fome fufrenance in their way back. But 
after fome days fpent in vain, and having un. 
dergone much mifery and danger, they at 1afi 
returned, and joyfuJJy arrived at their old habi
tation on Roanoke ifland. 

The death of Granganameo had caufed a 
great alteration in the a_rrairs of the colony. For 
whi1fl: he lived, his credit with the King, joined 
to the interefi of Enfenore, their father, had re
firained his perfidy and malice, and kept him 
within bounds. But upon the death of Granga· 
nameo, he changed his name from Wingina to 
Pemiffapan, and became a fecret but bitter ene
my to the Englifh. To his machinations chiefly 
were owing the many hardlhip~ and dangers, 
they had encountered in their lafijourney up the 
river Chowan. For he had given fecret intelli
gence to thofe Indiam of the coming of the Eng-

. Jifh ; and had craftily infinuated jealoufies into the 
Indians of the Englifh, and into the Englifh of 
the Indians. But a rumour being fpread, that 
Mr. Lane and his company were all either flain 
()f ll:arved in this journey, he began to act more 
openly. He blafphemed the God of the Englifh, 
and endeavoured, by all the devices he could, to 
hurt and annoy them. And Enfenore, his aged 
father, the beft friend the Englilh had left after 
the death of Granganameo, loft all his credit to 
affift or ferve them. But their return foon after, 
and their bringing the fon of Menatonon, their 
greateR King, prifoner, joined to the teftimonies 
of Manteo, and three other Indians, that went 
with them, how little they valued any people 
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hey met, or feared hunger, death, or :my thing 

elfc, reftrained his devices for the prefent, and 
brought Enfenore again into credit and efteem. 

Soon after, Menatonon, King of the Chawo
nocks, fent a prefent of pearl to Ivlr. Lane : 
and Okifco, King of Weopomeoke (another 
powerful nation, poffeffing all that country from 
Albemarle found and Chowan river, quite to 
the Chefapeakes and our bay) came himfelf, 
with twenty four of his principal men, to own 
fubjecbon to the ~1een of England. All which 
fo wrought on the heart of Wingina, that 
by Enfenore's perfuafions, they came and 
made weirs for the Eng,lifh, when they were 
ready to fami!h, and p1ar~ted their fields of corn, 
which they intended to abandon. But this good 
intelligence was foon broke off by the death of 
Enfenore, wh~ch happened on the 20th of Apri1. • 
For Wingina, under pretence of folemnizing 
his father's funeral, had laid a fcheme of draw
ing together ftxteen or eighteen hundred Indians, 
and of cutting off a\1 the Englifu at once. But 
his defign took wind, and was at lafi: fully dif
covered to Mr. Lane by his prifoner Skico, King 
Menatonon's fon. Then the Eng1i£h, in their 
turn, endeavoured to feize all the canoes upon 
Roanoke, and thereby to have aU the Indians in 
the ifland at their mercy· But they took the 
alarm,- and after a fmall fkirmifu, in which five 
or fix Indians were £lain, the reft efcaped and 
fled into the woods. After this, neither fide 
cared much for trufiing the other ; and at laft, 
after much tricking and diffimulation on both 
parts, \Vingina was entrapped by the Englifh, 
and flain, with eight of his chief men. This is 
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the account of that action, as it is delivered by 
the perfons concerned in it. But Mr. Harriot, 
who was likewife upon the fpot, blames the vio
lence ancJ. forwardnefs of the Engli(h ; and thinks, 
that the caufes of fufpicion and refentment had 
been better di1Tembled and palfed over. 

I n the time of thefe confufions and broils with 
the Indians, 1\tlr. L ane had been obliges, tljrouah 
wan t of provifions, to fend Captain Stafford, with 

• t wenty more, to Croatan, on the fouth part of 
Cape Look-out, to lhift for themfelves, and to 
fee if they could fpy any fail pafs by the coafi. 
In like manner he detached l\1r. Prideaux, with 
ten, to H atteras, upon the fame defign; and 
() t f er fmai1 parties he fent to the main, to live 
upon roots and oyfi:ers. Seven days after the 
death of lVingina, Ca.ptain Stafrord (who 
through the whole voyage was very vigilant and 
indu{hious, and (pared no labour or danger, to 
perform any fcrious and important fervice, com
mitted to him) fent Mr. Lane word, that he 
defcried twenty three fail of fhips ; and the 
next day, he came himfelf with a letter from Sir 
Ji'rancis Drake. Sir Francis was then returning 
from an expedition againfi the Spaniares in the 
Wefi:-Indies, where he had taken Carthagena, 
and the capital city of Hifpaniola; and had 
burnt St. Anthony, and St. Helena, on the 
caafi: of Florida, and done much other damage 
to the enemy. He had orders from the Qyeen 
to vifit the colony of Virginia in his return, and 
to afford them fuch affiftance and encourage
m ent as was proper. He therefore offered to 
fupply their wants, and to do any thing elfe, in 
h is powsr, towards their relief and the further-

ance 
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ance of the undertaking; and after mature de 
liberation, he appointed them a !hip of feventy 
tons, with an hundred men, and four months 
proviiions, beiides two barks and four fmall 
boats, with able mafters and fufficient gangs. 
But juft as all was ready, there arofe fuch a 
frorm, as had like to have driven the whole fleet 
afhore. Many £hips were forced out to fea, 
among which was that lately given to the colony, 
with all their provifions and company aboard. 

This accident did not difcourage the Admiral, 
but he allotted them another !hip of an hundred 
and feventy tons, with all provifions as before, 
to carry them to England the next Augufi:, or 
when they £hould have made fuch difcoveries as · 
they thought fufficient. But their harbour, which 
was very indifferent, would not receive a lhip of 
her b then ; and to lie in the open road, ex
pofed to the winds and fea, was very dangerous: 
and therefore, after confultation, it was unani
moufly agreed, to defire the Admiral to take 
them home with him in bis fleet; for they had 
already undergone much mifery and danger, and 
there appeared but Ettle hopes of Sir Richatd 
Greenvil's return. And fo this firft attempt to
wards . a fett1ement became abortive, and they 
all arrived fafe at Portfmouth the latter end of 
July I s86. But in his way home, Sir Francis 
Drake touched on the coaft of New-England; 
where he landed, and fpent two or three days 
in trading with the natives, and one of the In-

, dian King~ came and fubmitted himfelfto ~teen 
Elizabeth. 

Upon this voyaae, Sir W alter Ralcigh, by the 
Q.teen's advice and direttions, fent, at _r~o fmall 
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expence, Mr. John With, a 1kilfu1 and inge 
nious painter, to take the fituation of the 
and to paint, from the life, the figures and 
bits of the natives, their way of living, and 
feveral fafhions, modes, and fuperfii · 
which he did with great beauty and ex<ICtrlels~ 
And befides this painter, Sir W alter fent 
en this voyage a domefiick of his, one 
Thomas Hariot, a mathematician, and h · 
in his patron's intimacy and friend1hip. He 
a man of learning, and a very obferving and 
derfianding perfon; and went chiefly to m 
obfervations on the fituation of the country, and 
o affifr Mr. With in the plan. 

But whi]ft Mr. Lane and the colony were i 
the above-mentioned firaits and difficulties · 
America, Sir W alter Raleigh was not idle 
home. He provided a fhip of an hundred 
and lo~ded her with plenty of alJ things neceffa 
for the fettlement; but it being Eafter before fh 
departed, Mr. Lane and his company had lhip 
ped themfelves for England i~ Sir Francis Drake's 
:fleet, a few days before her arrival. Having 
therefore fpent fome time in feeking them up the 
country without effect, they returned that fum
mer to England, wi~h :~11 their provifion. 

About a fortnight after the departure of this 
fhip, Sir Richard Greenvil arrived with three 
thips more, well provided ; but he neither found 
that lhip, according to his expeClation, nor could 
hear any news of the colony, which he him
felf had left there the year before. Therefore, 
after travelling in vain up and down to feek them, 
:finding their habitation abandoned, and being 
unwilling to 1ofe tht poifeffion of the country, he 
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landed fifty men on the ifland of Roanoke, 
plentifully furnifhed with all provifions for two 
years, and fo returned to England. 

The next year, three £hips were fent, under 
the command of Mr. John vVhite, who was ap
point~d Governor of the colony, with twelve 
affifiants, as a council. To thefe Sir Waiter 
Raleigh gave a charter, and incorporated them 
by the name of the Governor and affifiants of 
the city of Raleigh in Virginia, with exprefs di
rections to feat at Chefapeake ; which, how
ver ufcful and important, they neverthelefs dif
obeyed and neglected. Having taking the old 
route by the W eft-Indies, they had like to have 
been caft away upon Cape-Fear, through the 
error or defign of Simon Ferdinando. He · had 
been with Captain Amid as in the firft expedition; 
and being made pilot in this, was fufpeaed of a 
deftgn to ruin the whole voyage. But being 
prevented by the vigilance of Captain Stafford, 
thev arrived all fafe at Hatteras the 22d of July. 

'rhey went immediately to Roanoke, to look 
for the fifty men, left there by Sir Richard 
Greenvil, but they found nothing but the bones 
of a man ; and where the plantation had been, 
the houfes were undefiroyed, but overgrown 
with weeds, and the fort defaced. They refitted 
the houfes ; and Mr. George How, one of the 
council, firaggling abroad, was flain by the In
dians. Soon after, Captain Stafford, with twenty 
men, and Manteo, who, I believe, had been again 
in England this voyage, went to Croatan, to en
quire if they could hear any news of the colony. 
There they underil:ood, that Mr. How had been 
fiain by fome of Wingina's rnen of Da!famon-
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peake : · that the fifty, left the year before, Had 
been fudden1y fet upon by three hundred Ind_ians, 
of Secotan, Aquafcogoc, and Daffamonpeake; 
that after -a fmallfkirmilh, in which one EnQ'
Iilhman was flain, they retired to the water-fid~, 
and having got their boat, and taken up four of 
their fellows gathering crabs and oyfiers, they 
went to a fmall ifland by Hatteras; that they 
fiaid there fome time, but after departed they 
knew not whither; and with this account Captain 
Stafford returned to the fleet at Hatteras. 

However, Mr. White endeavoured to re-
. new and keep up a good underfl:anding with 
the feveral nations of Indians on the fea-coaft. 
But finding his offers of friendlhip not much 
regarded, he refolved no longer to defer his 
revenge on thofe of Daifamonpeake. This 
nation was feated right oppofite to Roanoke 
ifland, on the main, in the neck of land, be
tween the river now called Allegator, and 
the Narrows. About midnight, Mr. White 

, fet forward, with Captain Stafford, and twenty 
· four men, whereof Manteo was one, who 

Was their guide, and behaved himfelf as a mofl: 
faithful Englilhman. They landed by break of 
day, and having got beyond the town, they~[
faulted lome Indians that were fitting by a fire. 
One was lhot through, and they hoped to ha\ e 
been fully revenged, but were foon undeceived, 
and found that they were their friends of Croatan, 
come to gather their corn, becaufe they under. 
flood, that the Daffamonpeake lndia~s had Red 
after the death of Mr. How. Manteo, their 
~ountryman, was grieved at the miftake; but 
l10wever imputed it 'lll to their own folly. And 
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(0 having gathered what was ripe, and left t, 
reft unfpoilcd, they returned to Roanoke. 

On the 13th of Augufi:, Manteo, accordin 0 

to command from Sir Walter Raleigh, was bap
tized, and friled lord of Roanoke and DaH~mwn
peake, in reward of his fidelity. And on the18th, 
the Governor's daughter, wife to Ananias Dare, 
one of the council, was delivered of a daughter, 
which, being the firft child born there, was 
called Virginia. And foon after there arofc a 
difpute between the Governor and his anifl:ants 
or council, concerning a perfon to be fent to 
England to folicit fupplies. All refufed, except 
one, who was thought very unequal to the bufi
nefs. At lafl: they unanimoufly pitched upon 
the Governor, as the fittefr perfon; and having 
figned a paper, tefiifying his unwillingnefs to 
leave the colony, they at length prevailed upon 
him, with much importunity, to undertake it. 
Leaving therefore above an hundred perfons on 
one of the i£lands ofHatteras, to form a planta
tion, he departed, and after many croffes and 
(]ifficulties got firH: to Ireland, and from thence 
went to England. 

At this time the nation was in great commotion 
and apprehenfion of the Spanifh invafion and in
vincible Armada, as it was vainly called, anJ the 
~1~en caufed frequent councils to be held, by 
the o1Jeft and m ft experienced commanders at 
fea; <Jnd alfo appointed a council of war, of fulh 
perfons as were in highefr repulc for military !kill 
and knowledge, in order to put the land-forces 
of the kingdom in the bcfi pofiure of defence 
For this purpofe were chofen the Lord Grey, 
Sir Francis Knollcs, Sir Thomas L iahton, Sir 
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Waiter Raleigh, Sir John Norris, Sir Richard 
Greenvil, Sir Richard Bingham, Sir Roger Wil
]iains, and Ralph Lane, Efq; late Governor of 
Virginia, who were therefore all entirely taken 
up with thofe important confultations. 

However, having laid a plan of operations, 
and made proper difpofitions for the defence of 
the nation, Sir W alter found leifure to fit out a 
fmall fleet for the relief of the colony, at Bidde
ford, early the next year, which was put under 
the command of Sir Richard Greenvi1, and only 
waited for a fair wind. But the alarm of the 
vafi: and formidale armament, made by the King 
of Spain, encreafing, all lhips of force, then in 
any readinefs, received orders from the ftate to 
fiay in their harbours, for the defence of their 
own country ; and Sir Richard Greenvil was 
perfonally commanded not to depart out of Corn
wall, where Sir W alter Raleigh then was hior 
felf muftering and training the forces, and per
forming other duties of his office, as Lieutenant 
of that county.. However, Governor White 
laboured fo firenuoufly with them, that he ob
tained two fmall barks, and put to fea from 
Biddeford, the 22d of April I 5~8. But thefe 
veifels, tho' of little force, being more intent on 
a gainful voyage, than the relief of the colony, 
ran in chace of prizes ; till at !aft, one of them, 
meeting with two lhips of war, was, after a 
bloody fight, overc01ne, boaooed, and rifled. 
In this maimed, ranfacked, and ragged con
dition, lhe returned to England in a month's 
time; and in about three weeks after, the other 
alfo returned, having perhaps tafied of the fame 
fare, at leaft without performing her intended 
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voyage, to the difircfs, and, as it proved, the 
utter deftruEtion of the colony in Virginia, and 
to the great difpleafurc of their patron at home. 

Thefe difappointments gave much vexation to 
Sir Waiter Raleigh, who had by this time ex
pended, as we are authentickly affured, not lefs 
thrm forty thoufand pounds upon the enterprife. 
He had alfo, not lono- before, received, as a re
ward for his great fervices in the Irilh wars, a 
very large grant, out of the Earl of Defmond's 
Jands there ; the terms of which he fairly and 
honefily endeavoured to fulfil, by planting thofe 
lands with Engli!h, and made ufe of none of the 
arts and frauds, which others of thofe grantees 
were charged withal. So that this great bounty 
of the Queen was at prefcnt rather a burthen and 
charge to him, than any real profit or advantage. 
Befides which, he was among the for cm oft of 
the military geniufes of that time, who were 
fired with the Spani!h Invafion, and profecuted 
t c war againft them with great coft and indufiry, 
and with an incredible courage and fuccefs. For 
all thefe reafons, Sir Waiter Raleigh !71ade an 
affignment, by indenture, bearing date the 7th 
of l\tlarch I s88-9, to Thomas Smith, with 
other merchants and adv~nturers, of London, 
and to Governor 'Vhite, and other gentlemen, 
fc)r continuing the plantation of Virginia. By 
this indenture, he grants to the faid Thomas 
Smith, John White, and the refr, according 
to a charter, formerly granted for the city of 
Raleigh, free liberty to carry to Virginia, and 
there inhabit, fuch of her Majefiy's fubjetls, as 
would willingly accompany them: as alfo to 
them, their heirs, or affign , free trade and traffic 
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to and from Virgirria, or any other part of Ame
rica, where the faid Sir Waiter, his heirs, or 
affigns, did, or might claim any interefi, title, 
or privilege. And he did farther, for their en
couragement, and for the common utility, freely 
2nd liberally give them one hundred pounds, to 
be employed for planting the Chrifiian religion 
thofe barbarous and heathen countries. 

But the new affignees were not fo diligent and 
careful of the bufinefs, as they ought to have 
been; for it was a year after, March 1589 ~s, 
before any thing was undertaken by them for 
the relief of the colony.. Then Mr. White, 
with three fhips, fet fail from Plymouth; and 
patling by theW efi-Indies, they fiaid fome time 
there, to perform fome exploits, as they called 
them, whkh was to attack and plunder the 
Spaniards, among whom they got a confider
able booty. On the 3d of Augufi, they fell in 
with fome low fandy ifla Jl ds, to the we.fiward 
of \Vacocon. From thence they went to .Cro
atan, and fo to Hatteras. There they defcried 
a fmoke, a.t the place where the colony had 
been left three years before. The next morn
jng, they difcharged fome cannon, to give notice 
of their atrival ; and having fitted out two boats, 
Captain Cooke and Captain Spicer went afhore, 
but found no man, nor the fign of any, that 
had beenJately. The next day, they prepared 
to go to Roanoke; but the wind being hard 
at north-eaft, one of the boats, in pafilng a bar, 
was half filled with water, and the other overfet. 
Captain Spicer, with fix more, were drowned; 
but four who could fwim a little, and did not 
ru.fi themfelvcs to their legs "On the fuoals, but 
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'ept in deep water, were f•wed by the care and 
dexterity of Captain Cooke in the other boat. 
This accident fo difcomfited the failors, that they 
could hardly be prevailed upon to make any far
ther fearch for the colony. But indeed, COt:t

fidering the fhoals and dangers, with their igno
rance and experience of the coaft, which they 
unfortunately happened upon in this their firfi zt
tempt towards a fettlement, it is rather to be won
dered they met not with more accidents anJ 
misfortunes than they really did. 

The failors being at length encouraged by the 
forwardnefs and readinefs of their Captains, two 
boats more were fitted out for Hatteras, with 
nineteen men. v {hen rv1r. White left the eo-· 
lony three years beforr, they talked of going fifty 
miles up into the main; and it had been agreed 
between them, that if they left the place, where 
they then were, they fhould write the name of 
the place, to which they went, on fome tree, 
door, or pofi; and if they had been in any difirefs,_ 
they {hould fignify it, by makiug a crofs 0\'er it. 
When they landed therefore, they founded a 
trumpet, but received no anfwer ; and going up 
to the fire, they found it was nothing but the 
grafs and tome rotten trees burning. Then fearch
ing up and down the ifhnd, they at lafi: found 
three fair Roman letters can·ed, C. R. 0. but 
without any fign of difirefs ; and looking farther~ 
they faw CROATAN, . carved in fair capital 
letters on one of the chief pofis, but fiill without 
the crofs, as a ftgn of diihefs. Their houfes 
were taken down, and an high palifado built 
after the manner of a fort. '"rhey likewife found 
where the goods ~!:id been buried; but many o'o 
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tl1em had been dug up, and fcattered abou , and 
a11 were fpoi1ec! : yet Mr. White knew and difl:in
guilhe feveral of his own among them. With 
this joyful difcovery, as they hoped, of where 
they were, they returned to their fhips; but had 
1ike to have been caft away by a violent .fiorm, 
that continued all that night. 

The next morning, weighing anchor for Cro
atan, which was an lnd1an town on the Iouth 
part of Cape Look-out, one of their cables broke, 
and carried off another anchor with ·it. But let
ting go their third, the fhip went fo faft adrift, 
that lhe was near firanding. Difcouraged with 
thefe misfortunes, and having but one anchor 
left, and their provilions near fpent, they gave 
over all thoughts of farther {earch for the prefent, 
and determined to go to the Wefr.Jndies, to 
winter and refrelh themfe1ves, chie.Ry perhaps 
with more Spanifh plunder, and to return in the 
fpring, to feek their countrymen. But the Vice
Admiral was obt1inately bent upon going direct
ly for England; and the wind being contrary, the 
reil: were ob]iO"ed, within two days, to make the 
Wefiern-Ifla1~ds, where they arrived the 23d of 
September rsgo, and met with many of the 
Qyeen's £hips, their own confort, and divers 
others. 

The following year,r591, Sir Richard Green-
~ vil was fent, by the Queen, Vice-Admiral to 

the Lord Thomas Howard, with feven fhips of 
war, and a few other fmall veJfels, to intercept 
the Spain plate-fleet. At the Azores, this fmall 
fquadron was furprifed by fifty three capital 
fhips, purpofely fent from Spain: and Sir 
Richard Greenvil, who was unwilling to leave 
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.-t great part of his men, then on lhore for water 
and other neceffaries, to the infolence and bar
barity of the iflanders, fiaid fo long in getting 
them off, that he was hemmed, in between the 
enemy's fleet and the ifland of Flares. In this 
clangerous fituation, he {corned to fhew any 
figns of fear, or to owe his fafety to flight; but 
he bravely bore down upon the enemy, and en· 
deavoured to break through them in which at· 
tempt he maintained a gallant and obfrinate fight, 
with the befi of the Spaniih fhi~, for fifteen 
hours together. He was at once laid aboard by 
the St. Pliilip, a {hip of fifteen hundred tons and 
feventy eight large pieces of ordinance, and four 
other of the fiouteft fhips, in the Spanifh fleet, 
full of men, in fome twc;, hundred, in fome five 
hundred, and · in others eight hundred foldiers, 
befides mariners; and he never had lefs than two 
large galleons by his fide, which, from time to 
time, were relieved by frefh fhips, men, and am
munition. Yet he behaved himfelf with fuch 
uncommon bravery and conduCt, that he difabled 
fome, funk others, and obliged them all to re
tire. Neither did he ever leave the deck, tho' 
wounded in the beginning of the clofe fight, till 
be received a dangerous wound in the body by a 
mufket- bullet. When he went down to have it 
dreffed, he received another lhort in the head, 
and his furgeon was killed by his fide. By this 
time alfo moft of his bravert men were flain, his 
ihip much difabled, his deck covered with dead 
and wounded, and fcattered limbs, and his pow
der fpent to the very I aft barrel. Yet in this 
condition he ordered the veffel to be funk, but it 
was prevented by the reft of the officers; tho' 
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many of the crew joined with him, antf the 
rnafter-gunner, if he had not been refl:rained, 
would have killed himfelf, fo0ner than faH into 
the hands of the Spaniards. When the fhip, or 
rather wreck, was furrendered, Sir Richard was 

· carried on board the Spaniili Admiral, where be 
died within two days, highly admired by the rery 

. enemy, for his extraordinary courage and refo)u. 
tion. And when he found the pangs of death 
approach, he faid to the officers, that fio.,d round 
him, in the Spanilh tongue, Here die I, Richard 
Greenvil, with a joyful and quiet,.mil)d, having 
ended my life like a true foldier, ~" that fought for 
his country, ~teen, religion) ~nd honour: thus 
fumming up, in fhort, all the generous motives, 
that fire the brealls of the truly brave and great, 
to exert themfelves beyond the common pitch of 
humanity. 

And fuch was the galiant end of this noble 
gentleman, w!-lo, next to Sir W alter Rale~gh, 
was the principal perfon concerned in this firft 
adv'!ilture of Virginia. He was a man eminent
ly fitted to ferve his country in peace or war, by 
land or fea, and was fo deeply rooted in the af
fection and efieem of his illuftrions kinfman, Sir 
VI alter Raleigh, that he honoured his ·death with 
a particular relation of tbe aClion b.y his own ex
cellent pen, 'hhich he caufed to be immediately 
printed the latter end of the fame year 1591, to 
obviate fome afperfions cafl: upon him by fome 
of the Spaniards. The refl: of the Englilh lhips 
l1aving fea-room, fought bravely, and did every 
thing that could be expected from valiant men, 
whilft they had the advantage of the wind. The 
LQrd Ho ward was for even .hazarding the whole 
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Beet in the refcue of Sir Richard Greenvil, and 
for charging up to the place where he was en
gaged. But he was over-ruled by the officers, 
whofe prudence is commended even by SirWalter 
Raleigh ; altho' no perfon can certainly fay, I 
think, what might have been the event, had fix 
fuips of war more beftdes the privateers fallen 
upon an enemy, whom one fhip alone had for fo 
long a time kept in fuch warm atl:.ion. When 
the nio-ht parted them from the enemy, they all 
went o::;:>ff fafe, and in their way home took feveral 
rich prizes. Sir Richard's !hip too, the Revenge, 
of 500 tons burthen, and about 20 iron guns, 
made good her name ; for a few days after !he 
foundered at fea, and drowned two hundred 
Spaniards, who bad been put aboard to carry her 
to Spain. 

But Sir Waiter Raleigh being, by the above-
mentioned affignment, eafed in fome mea
fure of the undertaking of Virginia, was foon en
gaged by his active and enterprifing genius in 
other adventures and difcoveries. He contri
buted generoufiy towards the difcovery of the 
North-"\Veil: paffage, and other things of the like 
nature. But having loft his Royal Miftref!>'s 
favour, by debauching one of her maids of ho
nour, whom he afterwards married, he under
took in perfon, in the year 1595, the voyage 
and difcovery of Guiana, a rich country up the 
river Oronoque, in South America. After" his 
return, he wrote a moft excellent difcourfe up· 
on his expedition, in which his chief aim was 
to engage the ~ecn and nation in the profecu
tion of the enterprife, and fettlement of the 
country. But all his reafons were overpowered 
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by the envy of fome great men to his perfon and 
merit ; and altho' he was refiored to the ~een's 
favour, yet he could never get any thing done 
to effeCt this important and judicious defign. 
However he never quitted it himfelf, but fent 
twice immediately after, to make farther difco
veries, and to keep up the good difpofitions of 
the natives towards the Englilh. Even after his 
fal1, and when he was in the Tower, he found 
means to continue this defign ; and his lafi voy
age thither, after his releafe, with the fatal con
fequences of it, is too well known, to need a 
particular relation here. Neither was he, not
withfranding the affignment, negligent or forget
ful of the colony, which had been feated in Vir
ginia upon his account. For he fent five feveral 
times, to fearch after, and relieve them ; and 
laft he difpatched Samuel Mace of Weymouth, 
in March I 6oz. But he, Jike all the refi, per
formed nothing, returned with idle and frivolous 
allegations. 

However, thefe efforts of Sir W alter were only 
intended to bring off thofe ·poor p~ople, and no 
ways in profecution of his firfi: defign of fettling a 
colony. So that all thoughts of Virginia were 
abandoned, and the projea lay dead for near 
twelve years, when it was revived by Captain 
Bartholomew Gofnold, who undertook a voyage 
thither, and fet fail from Dartmouth, on 
the twenty fixth of March 1602, in a fmall 
bark, with thirty two men. He kept as far north 
as the winds would permit, and was the firftthat 
came in a direct courfe to America. 

On the I Ith of May, being about the latitude 
cf forty three, they made land on the coaft of 
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New England, as it hath been fince called. But 
as all this continent bore the name of Florida, 
till the difcovery of the Engli{h in I 584, fo af
terwards all that traCt of country, from 34 to 45 
degrees of northern latitude, was called Virginia, 
till from different fettlements it got different 
names. The land was low; the lhore white 
fand, and rocky, yet over-grown with fair and 
fiately trees. Coming to an anchor, eight In
dians, in a lhallop, with m aft and fail, came boldly 
on board them. By their figns, and by the lhal
lop and other things, which they had, they 
judged that fame Bifcayneers had been filhing 
there. But finding no good harbour, they weigh
ed, and fiood to the fouthward into the fea. The 
next morning, they found themfelves embayed 
with a mighty head-land ; and going to the 
neighbouring hills they perceived it to be part of 
the continent, almofi: environed with iflands. 
Here, in a few hours, they caught more cod 
than they knew what to do with ; from whence 
the place obtained the name of Cape Cod. And 
they thence alfo concluded, that a good fi£hery 
might be found there in the months of March, 
April, and May. 

Soon after they went to the iflands, and an
chored near one of them. They found .it four 
miles in compafs, without houre or inhabitant. 
In it was a lake, near a mile in circuit; and the 
reft fo overgrown with vi!Jes, which covered 
all the trees and bullies, that they could fcarce 
pafs through them. They likewife found plenty 
of !l:rawberries, rafberries, goo!berries, and di
vers other fruits in bloom, and therefore called 
the ifiand Martha's Vineyard. They then vifited 
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t!:te rell: of the Hies, and found them replenilhed 
with the like produCts. One they named Eli
zabeth's Illand, in honour to their ancient fove~ 
reign, in which they planted wheat, barley, oats, 
and peafe, which fprung up nine inches in four
teen days. From hence they went to the main, 
where they flood for fome time, ravithed at the 
beauty and delicacy of the country. But (oon 
after returning to Elizabeth's Ifland, they fpent 
three weeks in building a houfe, in a fmall ifland 
of about an acre of ground, which Hood in the 
rnidfi of a lar~e lake of frefh water, about three 
miles in circumference. 

They faw feveral of the natives, with whom 
they made mutual prefents, and had fame fmall 
traffick. They were of an excellent confl:itution 
of body, active, !hong, hea!thful, and very in
genious, as divers of their toys tefiified. The 
bafer fort would 11ea1, but thofe of better rank 
were very civil and jufr. Not one of the Eng
li!h was affected with any ficknefs; but they 
rather grew more healthy and firong, notwith
fianding their bad diet and lodging. Twelve had 
refolved to flay ; but, confidering how meanly 
they were provided, they were at Iafi all obliged 
to leave this ifland, net without much forrow and 
reluctancy, and arrived at Exmouth the 23d of 
July. 

ln the beginning of next year died ~een 
Elizabeth, who was fucceeded by King J ames VI. 
of Scotk:lnd. He was fcarce warm in his throne, 
before, as a prefage of hif.: future weak and in
glorious reign, he confined Sir \V alter Ralcigh 
m the Tower, for a mofi myfterious and inex
tricable plot. This great man, as he was the 
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firft undertaker and mover of thefe difcoveries, 
ts ufually looked upon as the founder and father 
of our country. And indeed we are proud to 
own for fuch, a perfon of hii difiingui!hed merit 
and parts, who was one of the brighteft orna
ments of his age and country, highly in the fa
vour and efieem of Qyeen Elizabeth, and after
wards the facrifice of her mean and pufillanimous 
fucceffor. Hut yet it muft be confe.lfed, that 
his adventurers touched but once, and then £light
ly, on tiut country; but ftill kept on in the fame 
unfortunate tract, on the fuoaly and impor .. 
tuous coaft of North-Carolina. Altho' his judg
ment foon difiingui_fhed from the accounts, he 
received, the advantages of Cherapeake foe 
(eating his capital city of Raleigh ; and had his 
orders beeq foll wed, it might perhaps have 
given a quite different turn to the affairs of the 
colony. For it would not only have freed them 
from the hazards and difficulties they en
countered on that dangerous coafl:, and every 
where have fupplied them with fafe and conve
nient harbours, but would have naturally led them 
to the fearch and difcovery of one of the moft: 
commodious countries perhaps in th~ world, for 
1bipping and veffels. 

'The lame year r6o3, by the perfuafions of 
Mr. Richard Hackluyt, a curious and inquifi
tive gentleman, and foon after a prebend of 
Weftminficr, who publilhed the noted colleCti
on of voyages and travels, the mayor and alder
men, with moft of the merchants of Brifiol,. 
raifed a flock of a thoufand pounds, and fitted 

, out two veffels. But firft they obtained the 
leave and permiffion of Sir Waiter Raleigh, as 
proprietor of the country, to make difcoveries 
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in Virginia. l\1artin Pring was made Captain, 
an underfranding gentleman and able mariner; 
arid Robert Saltern, who had been with Captain 
Gofnold the year before, was appointed his af
fifl:ant and pilot. But as, for the mofi: par:~, 
they followed Captain Gofnold's courfe, the'r 
difcoveries were nothing extraordinary or diffe
rent from his. 

But another bark was this year fent from 
London, under the command ·of Captain Bartho
lomew Gilbert, who had l~kewile been with 
Captain Gofnold. After fome fmall trade in the 
Weft-Indies, they fell in with the coafr of Ame
rica in about 37 de~rees of northern lati
tude; and lome authors fay, they run up into 
Chefapeake bay, where the Captain, going a~ 
fhore, was killed with four of his men. This 
itruck fuch a damp and difcouragement into the 
reft, that they immediately weighed anchor, and 
returned to England, without any further at· 
tempt or difcovery. 

Two years after, Captain George Weymouth 
was fent by the Earl of Southampton and the 
I;;otd Arundel of Warder, to make difcoveries 
on the coafr of Virginia. He intended to the 
fouthward of 39 ; but was forced by the winos 
farther northward, and fell among fame fhoals 
in 41 dcg. 20 min. But having happily difen
gaged themfelves, on the r8th of May they 
n1ade land. It appea:ed to be a main high land, 
but they found it an illand of fix miles in com
pafs. From thence they could difcern the con
tinent and very high mountains; and coafting 
umong the Hlands, adjoining to the main, they 
found an excellent harbour. T':hey dug a gar
.d.cn the twenty-fecond of IVlay; and amon.g 
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their feeds, they fowed 'barley and peafe, which 
grew up eight inches in fixteen days; ahbo" 
they judged the mould much inferior to what 
they found afterwards on the main. On the 3oth 
of May, the Captain, with thirteen more, went t() 
view and difcover the continent ; and having 
found a fair river, running up into the country .. 
they returned back to bring in the lhip. What 
river this was,and what part of the American coa£1: 
they fell upon, is difficult to determine exaaly • . 
For their negle8ing to tell us what courfe they 
fieered, after they were difengaged from the 
lhoals, renders it doubtful, whether they fell in 
with fome part of the Maffachufet's bay; or rather 
farther fouthward, on the coaft of Rhode-Ifland, 
Naraganfet, or ConneB:icut; altho' I am moft 
in lined to believe this river was either that of 
N araganfet or Connecticut; and the ifiand, what 
is now called Block-Ifiand. However it is cer
tain, that Oldmixion (the author of the book 
entitled The Britifh Empire in America) ac
cmding to his ufual cufl:om, is here moft egre
gioufly bevVildered and loft ; for after having, 
injudtcioufly enough, determined the fmall ifiaml 
they firH: made, of fix miles in compa!s, to · be 
Long-1fiand, on the coafi of New-York, he im
mediately after, with fiill greater abfurdity and 
groffnefs, calls this the river of Powhatan, now 
J ames river, to the fouthward, as he fays, of the 
bay of Chefapeake. 

When Captain Weymouth returned aboard, 
he found that the Indians had contraCted an ac-

. quaintance with his crew ; that l-hey had had 
fome fmall trade together; and that there was 
much outward lhew of kindnefs and civility be
tween them. For as the Englilli intended to in-
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habit their country, and as it was the chief 
fign of the noble adventurers, who had 
them, to propagate Chrifi:ianity among thofe 
barous people, they ufed them very kindly; 
exchanging hofi:ages, would fometimes lie a 
with them, and they fometimes aboard with 
Englifh. At ]aft they were very preffing 
the Captain, to go to the main, to trade 
their Bafhabes, or chief Lord. He accordin 
manned his boat with fourteen hands, and 
tended them. But having plainly difcovered t 
treachery, and that it was only a firatagem 
cut them off, he feized five, and ever after 
treated them with great civility, but never 
trufi:ed them. 

Having fpent fome time in founding all t 
ifles, channels, and inlets, and found four li 
ways of bringing a fhip into the bay, they 
ran theirs twenty-fix miles up the river. 
found it flowed eighteen feet, was a mile wide 
forty miles from the mouth, had a bold channe 
from fix to ten fathom deep, and every half mil 
beautiful coves and harbours, fome of them t 
contain an hundred fail of vefiels. The land wa 
very rich, trending all along in an equal plain 
neither mountainous nor rocky, but verged wit 
a green border of grafs ; and the woods wer 
large and tall, and delightfully watered witti 
many frelh fprings and rivulets. Leaving theii 
lhip, they went teven miles higher than the fah 
water flowed, and then marched towards the 
mountains. But the weather was fo hot, and 
the fatigue fo great, that, having eretl:ed a crofs1 
they willingly returned to their ihip. Soon aftert 
they failed for England, and arrived at Dartmoutti 
&he 18th of July.; carrying with them the five 
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Indians, taken by the Captain, whereof one was a 
fagamo, or commander, and three others, perfons 
of figure and difrinEtion in their own country. 

Captain Bartholomew Gofnold had made a 
voyage to the northern parts of Virginia, in the 
ye, r 1602, as hath been before related. He was 
io wonderfully pleafed with the pleafantnefs and 
fertility of the places he faw, that, after his re
turn to Er.glar d, be made it his bufinefs to fo!i
cit all his friends and acquaintance, to join with 
him in an attempt to fettle fo delightful a coun
try. After fome years fpent in vam, he at laft 
prevailed with Captain John Smith, Mr. Edward
Ivlaria Wingfield, the Rev. l\!lr. Robert Hunt, 
~md divers others, to join in the undertaking. 
But fettling colonies is an enterprife of too great 
burthcn and expence for a few private perfons ; 
and therefore, after many vain projeC1s, they ap
plied them{c1ves to feveral of the nobility, gentry, 
and merchants, and, by their great charge and in
dufl:ry, recommended their fcheme fo effeCt:ually 
to them, that they came into it very heartily. 

From this time the colony of Virginia con
tinued to improve, till it arrived to iti prefent 
'flourifhing condition. 

Virginia is remarkably pleafant and commo
dious ; having the river Patowmack on the N. E. 
which feparates it from l\lfaryland ; the Atlan
tic ocean on the E. Carolina on the S. and the 
Apalachian mountains on the vV. ~hich divide 
it from a vafi traa of land in Canada, and then 
Louifiana. The extent of Virginia, is from 
)at. 36. 30. to 39· 30. N. on theW. fide of 
Chef<.~ pea ke bay, but on the E. fide only from 
Cape Charles, in I at. 37. I 3· to 38. N. 
'The bleadth, as far as planted, is about IO() 
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iles, but to the wefhvard it has no 

·;vhich by our late conqueft of Canada are pr 
{ecure now from the invafion of the French, 
their Indian allies. 

. The air of Virginia depending very much v 
thP winds, is of various temperaments. F 
thofe from the N. or N. W. are extremely {ha 
and piercing, or tempefiuous, while the S. a 
S. E. are hazy or fultry. The winter in thi 
country, is dry and clear ; fnow falls in grea 
quantities, but feldom lies above a day or two 
and the frafr, tho' keen. is feldom of any lo 
duration. The fpring is fomething earlier t 
in England ; lVlay and ] une are pleafant, J 
and Augufr fultry, while September is nofed 
prodigious lhowers of rain. rrowards the c 
the land is low, and for an hundred miles inland 
with hardly a hill or fione to be feen all th 
way. Here are trees of various fpecies, and 
an incredible fize, with abundance of paftu 
grounds. The foil produces rice, hemp, In 
dian corn, flax, f1lk, cotton, and wild grapes 
But tobacco, the fiaple commod1ty of Virginia 
is fo much cultivated, that the inhabitants hard 
Jy mind any thing elfe, fo this plant may b 
brought to a tolerable market. And this trad 
is brought to fuch perfetl:ion, that the fweet 
fcented tobacco which grows on J ames and 
York rivers is ~ckoned the beft in the world 
and generally vencled in Great Britain for home 
confumption, in various forts of fnuffs and 
fmoaking. The other fort called Aranoacke 
turns to as good an account, being exported to 
Holland, Denmark, Sweden, and Germany. 

·rho' the common way of traffic here, is by. 
bartering of one commodity for another, or oi 

a~1y 



VIR 
any on fdr their fiaple tobacco; they have 
fome filver cotn among them, both Eng
lifh and Spani!h. N otwithfianding the great 
plenty of excellent timber and naval fl:ores in 
Virrrini:t, and the whole countliy being but one 
continued harbnut, after entering Chefapeake 
bay b tween Cape3 Charles and Henry, yet 
they build no iliipping. 

'rhey have few towns; the principal are J ames 
town and Middle plantation, now Willia'mfburg, 
in the latter of which there is a college. T!>is 
is the capital, feat of the Governor, aifcmbly, 
and courts : fo that the Virginia planters r fld
ing on their dtates or farms, mofl: of which 
lies contiguous to fome great river that fall:; into 
the bay ~hove-mentioned, fhips can come up 
al mofi to their doors, and take in their ca:-goes 
of tobacco. 

It is but very lately that in Virgit?ia they be
gun to build forts, a well-regulated militia by 
land, and the cruizer:; Cent from Britain by fea, 
being their main defence. 

When any perfon is, through age or ficknefs, 
&c. difabled from working, he is placed out at 
fome planter'~ houfe, and fupported at the public 
expen::e. And fuch is the hofpitality of the 
Virgmia planters, that a {l:ranger travell,ing in 
this country may be entertained at their houfcs 
gratis ; fo that public inns in fuch a country are 
unneccffa ry. 

Virginia is divided into 25 counties : and 
in there are 54 pariilies, 30 or 40 of which are
fupplied with minifters, and to each parifh be
longs a church, with chapels of eafe in fuch o£ 
them as are of lar~e extent. The minifter's 
maintenance is co'inmonly fettled at 16,oo0i 
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pounds of tobacco annually, bdidcs perquifites. 

In this colony are faid to be only 2 prcfbyte. 
rian, and 3 quaker meeting-houfes. 

The counties are as follows, namely, Nor
folk, Princefs Ann, Nanfemund, Ifle of \Night, 
.Surry, Henrico, Prin~e George, Prince 
Charles, James county, York, \Varwick, Eli
zabeth, N ew-Kent, King and Qyeen's count;•, 
Middlefex, Eflex, or Rappahanock, .R.ichmon~!, 
Stafford, \Vefimoreland, Lancafier, Nonhum
ber and, Accomack, and Northampton. 

The revenue from tobacco in Great Britain is 
about three hundred thoufand pounds fierling rer 
annum : and the far greater part of the profits 
of exported tobacco comes to the BritHh rner
chanB, which brin :s.nearly as great a furn ev('ry 
year into the kin dom, the whole weight falling 
on the planter, who is kept down by the !owners 
of the 01 iginal price. 1'o fay nothing. of the 
,feat advantage which ve derive from being 
fupplied by our own coloni~s with that, for 
which the refl: of Europe pay ready money, be
fides the employment of 200 large vefleh:, and 
a proportionable number of 1eamen, which are 
ClCcupicd in this trade; from us the Virginians 
ake every article for convenience or ornament 

which they ufe, their own manufactures not de
ferving mention. 

This colony and l\tbryland export about 
So,ooo hogfheads of tobacco of 8oo weight 
each. They 1ikewife tra1e largely with the 
\Vefr-Indies, in lumber, pitch, tar, corn and 
provifions. They fend home t1ax, hemp, iron, 
fiaves, with walnut ancl cedar plank. 

The number of white people in Virginia is be
&we n 6o and 7o,ooo, and daily encreafes, from 
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tlie migration of the Scottilh, Iriili, &c. hither; ; 
frow Penfylvania. In Virginia are confiderabie 
numbers of French refugees; but the negroes are 
by much the larger part of the inhabitants, who 
nnnot be fewer than IOO,ooo, of . which are 
imported into. the two tobacco colonies only be
tween 3 or 4000 of thofe annuzlly. 

Virginia Capes are the two head-lands of 
Cape Henry and Cape Charles, jufr at the en
trance into Chefapeake bay. See CHESAPEAKE. 

URVAIG, or URVAIGA, a province of S .. 
America. It is bounded by Guayra on the N. 
the rr.onth of Rio de la Plata on the S. the 
Captainry of del Rey on the E. and Parana on 
the W. from which it is parted by the river of 
that name. Its extent is from lat. 25. to 33· 20. 

S. the length from N. E. to S. E. being com
puted fomething above 210 leagues, and the 
breadth from E to \V. where broe.de!l 130. but 
much narrower in other parts. It is divided by 
the river of the fame name, or Uruguay, into t ,e 
eafl: and wcfl: parts. It riies near the mountains 
of South Brahl, and about 200 leagues its 
fiream runs with a prodigious noife amidH rocks 
and fl:ones; in winter, by reafon of floods, it 
looks like a [ea. Afterwards it enl rges its 
volume of waters, and flo\\S much more fmooth
ly about as many more leaaues, its whole courfe 
being computed at 400. It falls into the Rio 
de la Plata almofi oppofite to · Buenos Ayres. 
The country poffdled by the Caffapa.minians, &c.· 
is mofily champaign, lntt ab Ju11ds with large 
woods, in V\ hich are vafl: number:, of wild be<lfrs, 
and variety of wild fowl, particularly parro~s. 
Thefe plains V\- ere formerly full of citric he~, 
lions) deer, and goats; btlt both fides of the 
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river turned into pafiures, where vaft numbers of 
cows, horfes, &c. run wild. 

vV A G 

W A G E R'S-S T R E I G H T S. See the 
following article of 

WALEs, NEw NoRTH , one of the Northern 
countries of America. It has Prince William's 
land on the N. part of Baffin's bay on the E. 
•m undifcovered country called New-Denmark 
on the S. and another unknown land on the \V. 
Provided Wager's Streight communicates with 
the eafiern ocean, or South-fea, as is very pro
bable, then North Wales mufi be entirely fe
parated from the continent of America: for 
it lies beyond the polar circle, whereas tf'le mouth 
of Wager's Streight is about lat. 66. This 
country of New North Vvales is very little 
known, nor are we much better acquainted with 
the land lying fouthward ofWager~s Streight; 
but what we learn is from Captain Middleton's. 
voyage thither in 1742, and Mr. Dobb's obfer
vations on it. 

We find then that between lat. 62. and 63. 
there opens a narrow !height, called Sir Tho
mas Rofe's W eicome, or Ne Ulrra, in 1 at. 66. 
30. is a fair cape or headland on the weft or 
uorth-lhore of the Welcome. The land there 
trenching away from eafi-by-north to north-by
wefi, gave Captain Middleton great joy and 

hopes 



hopes of its being tne extreme part of America, 
on which account he named it Cape Hope. But 
after he had worked up round it, he faw, to his 
great difappointment, the land, from the low 
beach on the eafiern fide of the bay, and oppo
fite to Cape Hope, quite round to the wefi:ward 
of the N. which met the wefl:ern-fnore, ar.d 
makes a very deep bay, which on account of 
that difappointment W3S called Repulfe-bay. 
Here they met with a great deal of firaggling 
ice, though it was the m onth of Augufr. 

In the fame bay, about lat. 66. 45· Captain 
1\lliddleton went ail1ore on a point of land, 
which he named Cape Frigid, near which he 
fuppofes that there is a fireight, which he calls 
the Frigid or Frozen fl:reight. The Captain fent 
the carpenter and gunner to the top of the high
eft mountain of the land on which he flood~ 
whence they could overlook and take a difi:inct 
view of all the fireights to the fouthward, and 
the land, illands and bays all round. At the· r 
return he ftricUy examined them with regard to 
the particulars which they faw; whether they 
were pofitively fure, that the low beach joined 
to the land they ftood upon ? They aifured him, 
fays he, it did: that they were on no iiland cut 
off from the beach ; and that the Frozen-fireight, 
of which they delivered him a plan next morning 
on board, was at leaf! twelve leagues wide from 
the E. to the W. f1de ; and not lefs than 4 or 
5 leagues over at the mouth, or narrowefr part. 
But this is contradicted by Captain wliddleton 's 
clerk, Wl 10 declared pofitivel y, that the land they 
fiood upon was an ifland, from a channel, he 
faid, which disjoined it from the low beach, and 
another he faw to the northward. This is alfo 
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.:onfirmed by the carpenter's and gunner's ac
count, who declared, that the land they then 
ftood upon was an ilLmd wailied on all fides 
Dy the fea. This declaration of the clerk, 
Captain Middleton himfelf has publifhed in his 
vindication. The gunner alfo pofitivelydeclared, 
that it was an ifland about three leagues difiant 
from the main, and about feven leagues long. The 
{ea between both was frozen from fide to fide, 
with about 30 fmall iflands in the middle and 
fides. The main is very high land, and has a
channel runHing N. E. oppofite to the mofl: 
foutherly point of the illand, and E. of the 
point of the low beach. So thatas Mr. Dobbs ob
ierves, the Captain's fpacious Frozen £height, an 
.hundred fathoms deep, is a mere fiction, and is 
dwindled into an arm of the fea three leagues 
w ide, full of illands which furrounded the ifland 
:lhey fl:ood upon, and feparated it from the low 
beach. It was neceifary to make thefe obferva
tions, becaufe from the tides and flood here, 
which Captain Middleton would make the world 
believe came out of his Frozen £height, it will 
follow; that there mufi be a N. \V. paffage into 
the '\V eilem ocean. 

That _flip of land which runs between the 
Welcome and part of Baffin's bay is very little 
known, nvr ~as it any name or inhabitants that 
.ve can tell ; only it is fc.id to be a very barren 
land, of an eafy afcent, near the \ Vekome, but 
-very mountainous inland. Its m oil: foutherly poin~ 
in lat. 65 . is calied Cape Southampton. In Char
levoix's map, prefixed to his account of Hud
fon's bav, this neck of land is faiJ to be 21 

iiland. _,But then it is alfo fuppofed there, tha: 
apt. Ivli<ldleton's friJzen. ftrcigbt is a reul one. 
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To the E. of Cape Southampton, in about the 
fame latitude, is another point of land called 
Cary Swan's Nefl:. We !hall now pafs over to 
the country oppofitc to this lafi mentioned point 
of land, 

'Ve know nothing of the country from Cape 
Hope to the entrance or mouth of Wager's 
{heights. \Ve find only in Capt. Middleton's 
journal, that the {height leading from the W el
come into Repulfe bay is pretty narrow, and not 
above eight or nine leagues broad, in lat. 65. 38. 

The mouth ofWager's il:reight 1ies in lat. 65. 
23. and is about two or. three miles wide. At 
four or five miles within its entrance, it is fix or 
eight leagues wide. 'l'herc arc feveral iflands in 
the middle, and fume rocks; the lands . on both 
fides are as high as any in England ; and there 
, re very good foundings, no leCs than f1xteen fa
thoms at the mouth, and moit of the way, five 
leagues up, from twenty to thitty and forty-fot.r 
fathoms. This fireight, which Capt. Middleton 
always calls a river, he named \V a~er's river, . 
from the late firft lord of the admiralty of that 
name. Thirteen or fourteen leagues up the 
f.l:reight, on the northern fhore, in long. 07. 18~ 
W. from Lon on, is a [mall cove or harbour, 
fit for fhips o anchor in, which Capt. Mit.ld!c
tnn namtt.l 'avage found, from the natives co-
minv to t im there. 
. I-fighcr u , in lat. 6 5· 50. lies the entrance of 
a fmall river or found, about iix or fcven miles 

· bro2d; bu t how far it may go inland, Captain 
1\rliddieton rays he does not know. The fheif!_ht 
is here feven leagues bro,td, all very hi2h l;nd 
on'both fides. This little river the Captair) ea led 
Dcer~found.; on account f. the plenty of deer 
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there. The land in this part is very bare, with 
fcarcely any thing but rocks of the marble kind, 
.But in the valleys are many large frefh lakes, a 
good deal of grafs, and great plenty of deer. 
Here is alfo fiore of ducks and other water-fowl. 
They faw fome whates in this found; which Jait 
particular is very remarkable, as no whales were 
feen below Deer-found, nor in Repulfe bay. 
The oppofite lhore feems to be a!J broken land 
:and iflands, with fevera} inlets. The moft 
foutherly cape Capt. Middleton named Cape 
Dobbs. 

We know but very little cf the coafr from 
Cape Dobbs S. wefiwud, except that in about 
lat. 6 5· there is a cape called Whalebone 
point; and another in 65. ro. called Cape Ful
lerton. In Jat. 63. we find an iiland called 
Brook Cobham, or r-.1arble ifl.-md : to the W. 
of whic

1 is an opening within land called Ran
kin's inlet. We :find two more to the S. of it: 
the northernmofi: is called Whalecove, and the 
other Lovegrove, which is a fair opening to the 
wefiward of \Vhalecove. It is very probable, 
that here a bout is a convenient and eafy pafiage 
into the South fea. l\1 ore to the fouthward, in 
lat. 6o. 30. is the mouth of Seal river. 

All the country from \V ager's fireight to Seal 
river is in fome maps called New Denmark; 
tho' other.s place New Denmark more to the 
weff:ward. We however find, that, in I6Io, 
Capt. Munk was fent thither by the King of 
Denmark, and wintered at a place called Munk's 
'Vinter-harbour, in )at. 63. 20. which mufi: be 
fomething to the N. of Rankin's inlet. Munk 
called this country New Denmark; and that 
part of Hudfon's bay, which walhes the Wef-

tern 
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tern or American fhore, he called Mare No-
·um, or the New Sea; and that which is to

wards the eafiern £bore, and by him ima!Sined 
to be part of Grocnland, he named Mare Chrif
tianum, or the Chrifiian fea, as we find in 
Churchill's colleCtions. But aJI thofe names are 
now difcarded, and not to be met with in any 
modern maps, except in thofe made by the 
Danes, and in De Lifie's map of Canada. 

\Vith regard to HudCon's {height and bay, the 
mouth of the former is in about lat. 61. N. is fix: 
leagues over, or, according to Mr. Dobbs, 12 
or 13. At the mouth is an ifland called Refo
lution; but Charles iflaod~ Sa11fbury ifland, and 
Nottingham, are in the fireight, and Mamfielcf 
ifland in the mouth of the bay. The fheight 
from Refolution ifland to Cape Diggs, at the 
entrance of the bay, is about 14-0 leagues in 
length. The land on both fides, namely, La
brador and North Main, are inhabited by fa
vages, of whom we have little or no knowled~e. 
'l"'he bay is about 300 leagues wide from S. to 
N. or rather above 5 30, if we reckon from the 
cod of James bay, in about lat. 51. to that of Re
pulfe bay, in lat. 67. ro. but its breadth is un
equal, being about 130 leagues where broadefi :
but it grows narrower both to the fouthward and 
the northward, being not above 35 leagues broad 
in fome places. That part of the bay on the 
W. fide, in about lat. 57. is called Burton's bay; 
and the eaftern part, from lat. 55· 15. to 5 I. 
and the m oft fouthern part, is called J ames's bay .. 
The coaH from Cape Henrietta lVlaria, in lat. 
55· 15. where James's bay begins, to the bot
tom of the bay, is about 100 leagues1 and of 
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much the fame breadth all the way, being be
tween 50 and 6o leagues over. 

On the eafiern fhore, or coafi: of Labrador: 
lie feveral iflands, called the North-fleepers, th; 
W efi-fleepers, Baker's dozen, Belchier's · ifies ; 
and in J ames's bay, Bear· ifland, Viner's ifland, 
Charlton i!land, Cape Hope itland, &c. All 
the country from Button's bay fouthward and 
eaHward, as. far as Labrador, is called New 
South \Vales. 

\V ALES, NEw SouTH, one of the northern 
count1 ies of America. It is of vafi extent, Iy
iug all round the fouthern part of Hudfon's-bay, 
and makes above an hundred leagues. It is 
bounded by New Fra.nce or Canada on the E. 
and S. a large tract of unknown countries on the 
W. which are inhabited by fe\'eral Indian tribes, 
who come hither to trade; but its extent can
not be afcertained, the Englifh, VI ho alone trade 
here, having no fettlements ini:wd but in their 
forts and near the coafi. Acrofs the country 
from St . .Nlargaret's river, which runs into that 
of St. Laurence, to Rupert's river at the bottom 
of Hudfon's bay, there is not above I 50 miles. 

Labrador is called the E. Main, and New 
Wales the \V. l\1ain. 

The Hudfon's--bay company have feveral forts 
and fettlements on New VI ales, or that called 
the \VEsT MAIN (which fee) . 

.About five or fix leagues from the \Veft 
Main, there is an ifland called the Little l{ocky 
JJ1e, it being a mere heap of rocks and fione~, 
with fame fmall bruflnvood growing upon it. 
This is fuppofed to be overflowed with high N. 
\V. winds, which occafion a great tide all over 
the bay. In this iile is plenty of gulls and fwal-
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lows. ·About three miles from the S. E. part of 
the iOand lies a dangerous reef of fand, dry i.\t 

lovv·water. 
Chatlton i.fland is a dry white fand, covered 

over with a white roofs, full of trees, juniper, 
and l~rucc, though not very large. 'rhis iOe' 
affordj a beautitul profpecl in fpr:ng to fuch as 
are near it, after a long voyage of three or four 
months on the mofi uncomfortable leas in the 
~orld, occaGoned by the vaft mountains of ice 

in the bay and {heights: againfi: which, if fhip"' 
happen to ihike, they are da{hed m pieces as 
certainly as if they ran <lgainft rocks, thefe be
ing petritied by the violence of the continual 
froft. To fee one day the fhore on the W. 
1Vlai:1 bare, the mountains covered with fnow, 
and nature looking as if frozen to death, and 
the next day to behold Ch rlton ifland fpread 
with trees, forming, as it were, a green tuft of 
the whole, is a change capable ot giving the 
greate t plcafure, after. the fati~ ues of an intole
rable winter-voyage. The <1ir even at the bot-. 
tom of Hudlon's bay is exceffively cold for nine 
months, and the other three very hot, except 
with a N. W. wind. vVe {hall now proceed to 
give fome account of Hudfon's bay, the rather 
as fome particulars of this hitheno almofr un-
known country may be herein given. · 

ln I 667, one fvlr. Gillam faik.1 in the Non
fm:h catch, into Baffin's bay, to the height of 
7 5· de g. and from thence Couthwards to 5 I. de g. 
where he entered a river, to which he gave the; 
n,\me of Prince Rupert's river; and finding the 
favages difpofed to a friendly commerce, he erec
ted a fmall fortrefs there which he c lied Charles 
fort. From the fuccef:; of this expedition, the 
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perfons concerned in fitting ~t Giiiam's veft"e1 
applied to King Charles II. for a patem, who 
in .1\tlay I6io granted them one accordingly. 

The commodities for trade here are, guns, 
powder, fbot, cloth, hatchets, kettles, tobacco, 
&c. which the Englifl1 exchange with the Indi
ans for furs ot beavers, martens, foxe~, moofe, 
&c. The great profits acquired by this trade, 
and the profpect of engrofiing it wholly, enga. 
ged the new company to profecute their mea
fures vigoroufly, and to fetrle a good correfpon
dence with the natives, whom they found very 
tractable, and willing to do any thijlg upon rea
fonable terms. For the Indians about Rupert's 
river, and other places in the bay, are more fim
ple than the Canadians, who have had longer 
commerce with the Europeans. They are gene
rally peaceable either among themfelves or with 
others, except the Nodways, a wild barbarous 
nation on the confines of Hudfon's fheigiits. 

The Indians of certain difhiCl:s bounded by 
fuch and fuch powers, have each an Okimah or 
captain, who is an old man, confidered only for 
his ·prudence and experience. He has no autho
rity but what they think fit to give him. He is 
the fpeech-maker to the Engli.lh, as altn in their 
own councils. when they meet every fpring and 
fall, to fettle the difpofition of ti1eir quarte1 s for 
hunting, fowling, and fifhing. Their notions 
of religion are but very flendcr, and their wor
ihip confi{ts in fongs and rlances, &c. 

In I 670, the company made a fettlement at 
Rupert's-river, and another was efi:abliihed at 
Fort Neffon. In 1686, we find the company 
in poffeffion of five fettlements ; namely, AI. 
I:Ja..ny river, Hayes ifland, Rupert's river, fort 
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Nelfcn or York, and New Severn. Their trad 
at each of them was very confiderable. From 
Albany river they had generally 3500 heavers a 
year. But the French be?inning to be afraid 
that all the upland Indians migl t be drawf\ dowll 
to the bay, refolved, amidfi a profound peace, 
and in the reign of King James il. to drive the 
Englifh out of all their placts in the bottom of 
it. Firfl: they took Hayes ifland, and then the 
fort on Rupert's river, and aftPrwards the tort 
at Albany river. 1~ ut after (everal viciili.tulle in 
taking and retaking thefe places, they wtre at 
lafr refrored to the Englifh company by the trea
ty of Utrecht; fo that their trade is now in a 
very flourifhing condition. An account of 
which by Mr. Dobb!, and taken from the 
mouth of one experimentally acquainted with it, 
is as follows. 

The Indians being obliged to go a!hore every 
day to hunt for provi{ions, are thereby very 
much retarded in their voyages: for their canoes 
are fo very fmall, holding only two men, and a 
pack of 100 beaver-fkins, that they cannot carry 
provifions with them for any time. If they had 
larger canoes, they would make their voyages 
fuorter, and carry more furs, &c. to market. 
This, and the hi

0
h price of European goods, 

given by the company in exchange, difcourages 
the natives fo much, that if they w·ere not abfo
lutely under a neceffity of having guns,. powder 
and fhot, hatchets, and other iron-tools for 
hunting, with tobacco, brandy, and fome paint 
for luxury, they would m.t go down to the fac· 
tory with what they now carry. At prefent 
they leave great numbers of furs and fkins be .. 
hind them. A good hunter among the lndiani 
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can kill 6oo beavers in a feafon, and can carry 
down but 100: the reil: he ufes at home, or 
hangs them upon branches of trees upon the 
death ofhis children, as an offering to them, or 
he ufes them f•r beddjng or coverin(!s. They 
fomctimcs burn off the fur and roafl the beavers 
like pigs~ upon any entertainment ; and they 
often let them rot. 

The furs of beavers are of a reddi(h brown, 
black, and white colour. The blz.ck is the 
mofi valued by the company in E_ngland, ~:nd 
the white in Canada, where they fell for 
eighteen fhillings, while the other fell only for 
five or fix. Thefe are extremely white, with a 
fine luflre, and loft long pile ; and . the beaver 
once a year ha~ from 1 o to I 5 at a litter. 

The Indians on the \V. of the bay following 
an erratic and migratory courfe of life, can 
have no benefit hy t;.Jrne fowl or cattle. They 
feldom 11ay above a fortnight at a place, unlefs 
they find plenty of game. When they remove 
to another fpot, they firft build their huts, and 
afterwards they difperfe to get game for their 
food, and meet again at night, after killing 
enoua-h to maintain them for that time. They 
do n~t go above a league or two ofF: and when 
they find a fcarcity, they remove a league or two 
further. Thus they traverfe through the(c 
woody countries and bogs, fcarcely mifiing one 
day winter or fummer, fair or foul, in the great
eft fl:orms of fnow, but what they are employed 
in tome kind of chace. The fmallar game, fuch 
2s martens, fquirrels, ermines, &c. got by traps 
or fnares (as 1hooting them would fpoil the furs) 
generailly employ the women and children. 
'The elks, fiags, rtin-deer, bears, tygers, wild 
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oxen, . foxes, beavers, and carcajon (an animal 
as big as a dog, and an enemy to the beaver) &c. 
take up the mens time. 

The Indians, when they kill any game for 
food, leave it where they kill it, and fend their 
wives next d<?y to carry it home. 

In winter, when they go abroad, which they 
mufl: do in all weathers, to hunt and !hoot for 
their daily food, before they fet out they rub 
themfelves all over with bears greafe or oil of 
beavers, which does not freeze, and they alfo 
rub the fur of their beaver-co:1ts, and then put 
them on. They have likewife a kind of fiock
ings or boots of beaver-fkin well oiled with the 
fur inwards : and over thefe they have an oiled 
fkin laced about their feet, which keeps out the 
cold, and alfo water, where there is no ice nor 
fnow; and by this means-they never freeze, nor 
fuffer any thing by cold. In fummer alfo, whea 
they go naked, they rub thcmfelves with this oil 
or greafe, and expofe themfclves to the fun with
out being fcorched, their fkins being always kept 
foft and fupple by it: nor do any flies, bugs, 
mu!ketoes, or other noxious in[ecr, ever molefl 
them while thus rubbed over. 

The Indian~ make no ufe of honey, and have 
no bees but the wild humble ones: of the £ting
ing of thcfe they are fo afraid, as they go naked, 
that they avoid them as much as poffible. For 
making of fugar they ule the juice of the birch, 
boiling it till black and dry ; and then ufe it 
with their meat. They ufe no milk from the 
time they are weaned, and they all hate to taftc 
cheefe, from a notion that it is made of dead 
men's fat. They love prunes and raifins, for I 2 

.cf which, for their children, they will give a 
2 beaver~ 
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beaver's Ikin; as alfo for a thrum or j'ew's harp·. 
The women have all fine voices; and they are 
very fond of all forts -of pictures or prints, giving 
a beaver for the leail ; and all toys are like 
jewels to them. 

The natives are fo difcouraged in their trade 
with the company, that no tkins are worth the 
car.iage ; and the finefi: furs were fold for very 
littTe, when they came to the faCtory in 1742. 
The prices they took for the European goods 
were much higher than the fettled prices fixed 
by the company, which the Governors had thus · 
raifed, to lhew the company how zealous they 
were to improve their trade, and fell their goods 
to advantage: but the profit they make is mon
firuous, even to 2000 per cent. The furs 
there are much more valuable than the furs up
on the Canada lakes fold at New-York : for 
the former will fetch five or fix fhillings . per 
pound, when the latter fell at three {billings 
and fix-pence. .. . 

That part called the Great Fork, 6o leagues 
above York fort towards the S. W. is the place 
where the rivers Nelfon and Hayes join; which 
after running a little way together, feparate 
again, forming an Hland called Ha yes~ i!land. 
'!'he moll northerly branch is fiill called Nel
fon's river, near the mouth of which fiands Fort 
York: the fouthernmofi: branch is called Ha yes 
river by the Englifh, and St. Therefa by the 
French, who call Nelfon river that of Bourbon, 
which name they alfo give to F .... rt Y 01k. 

Were a fe8ory fettled on the Great Fork, the 
natives from the fouthw;ud or Pachegoia could 
make at leafi: two returns in a fumn1er; and trofe 
at gr er diftances could make one, who cannot 

now 
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now come at all ; and above double the nurnber 
would be employed in hunting. and many more 
fkins brought to market than they can now af
ford to br1ng for the low prices given for them. 
The climate is good, and fit to produce grain, 
pulfe, &c. with very good grafs and hay for 
horfes and cattle. And if afterwards any fettle
ments were made on the L3ke Pachegoia, which 
is not more northerly than 1at. 52. and veitels 
built to navigate that lake, the trade would be 
frill vafUy improved. It would fpread not only 
up the river and lakes, as far as the lakes du 
Bois and du Puis, but alfo ar.1ong the Afiini
bouels and nations beyond thefe, likewife the 
nation des V teux Hommei, or Old ~11en, who 
are 200 leagues wefiward of Pachegoia. The 
nations who go up the above-mentioned river 
with prefents to confirm the peace, are three 
months in going, and fay that they live behind 
a range of mountains beyond the Affinibouels. 
La France faw feveral of them, who all wanted 
a joint of the little finger, which they faid was 
cut off foon after they were bora ; but gave no 
reafon for it. 

1\tlr. Frofl:, who has been many years emplt:>yed 
by the company in the bay, both at Churchill 
and Moofe river faCtory, and who was their in
terpreter with the natives, and travelled a con
fider able way into the country, both northwefi of 
ChurchiH, and fouthward of Moofe-river [;;dory, 
and refiiled at the latter place fince the factory 
was erected there in I 7 30, gives a very ;;ood 
account of the climate and country there, and 
up the river fouthward of it. He fays, the fac
tory is built near the mouth of the river, in lati. 
tude 51. ~8. That the river is navigable, and 
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at twelve miles di!lance from the fort is divided 
into two branches ; one comes from the fouth
waid, the other from the S. W. Upon the 
fouthern branch all forts of grain thrive; as bar
ley, beans and pea!e, do at the faCtory, though 
expofed to all the chilling winds which come 
from the ice in the bay. Upon the fouthern 
part above the falls there grows naturally along 
the river, a kind of wild oats and rye, the hulk 
being black, but the grain perfetl:ly white and 
clear like rice. The Indians beat it off, when 
ripe, into their canoes, as they paf~ along the 
river, it growing in the water like rice. In the 
woods at the bottom of the bay, at Moofe and 
Albany, as well as at Ruptrt's river, are very 
large timber-trees of all kinds, oak, alh, &c. 
as well as pine, cedar, and fpruce. They have 
exceeding good grafs for making of hay, which 
improves daily as they cut and feed cattle on it : 
and evety where within land may be raifed all 
forts of p,u1fe and grain, all kinds of fruit-trees 
as in the fame climate in Europe, fince what
ever has been tried thrives very well. 

The ice breaks up at l\1oo[e faCtory in the be
ginning of March,-but higher up in the country 
about the middle of it. The river is navigable for 
canoes a great way up among the falls. At a 
confiderable diftance there is one fall of 50 feet; 
but above that it is deep and navigable a great 
way. The climate above the fall is very good, 
and the river abounds with the wild rice men
tioned above. 

The French have a houfe or fettlement for 
trade near the fouthern branch, about an hun
dred miles above the faCtory, where they fell 
their goods cheaper than the company do, tho' 

it 
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it be very difficult and expenfive to carry them 
fo far from Canada. They give as much for a 
marten's fkin as we do for a beaver, when we 
infift: upon three for one. So the French get all 
the choice fkins, and leave only the refufe for the 
company. The French have alfo got another 
houfe pretty high up, on Rupert's-river, by 
which means they have gained all the trade up
on the ~. main, except a little the company 
get at Slude-river, the mouth of which is about 
30 leagues to the north of Rupert's-river. 

On the fouth-fide of the great inland fea late
ly difcovered on the E. main, there is an ex
ceeding rich mine oflea~, from which the natives 
have brought very gocd ore, which with the 
furs on that coaft might turn to very great ad
vantage, and the latter vafily increafed, were 
the trade laid open, and the fettlements made in 
proper places. 

When Mr. Froft-was at Churchill, he tra-
velled a confiderable way inland, north-eait
ward of the river of Seals: near that river and 
the fea-coafi: there were fmall fhrubby woods. 
But for many miles, at leaft 6o furlongs into 
the country, they had nothing but a barren 
white mofs, upon which the reindeer feed, as 
alfo the moofe, buffaloes, and other deer. And 
the natives told him further weftward, beyond 
that barren, there were large woods. He was 
acquainted, when there, with an Indian chief, 
who traded at Churchill, and had often been at 
a fine! copper-mine, which they firuck ofF from 
the rocks with fharp ftones. He faid that it 
was upon iilands at the mouth of a river ; and 
lay to the northward of that country, where they 
had no night in fummer. 
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With regard to the trade of Churchill, it is un
neceffary, being at too great a difiance from the 
French, for them to interfere with it. In the 
year I 742 it amounted to 20,000 beavers. There 
were about one hundred Upland Indians, who 
came in their canoes to trade; and about 200 

Northern Indians, who brought their furs and 
1kins upon fledges. Some of them came down 
the river of Seals, fifteen leagues northwards of 
Churchill, in canoes, and brought their furs 
with them by land. They have no beavers to 
the northward of Churchill, there being no fuch 
ponds and woods as thofe animals chufe to live 
in, or feed upon. But they have great num
bers of martens, foxes, bears, reindeer, buffa
loes, and other beafis of rich furs, the country 
being mofiJy rocky., and covered with white 
mofs, upon which reindeer and cariboux feed. 

There is a great deal of fmaJJ wood of the 
fpruce or fir kind near the old factory : but the 
wood improves as it i5 further up the river, from 
the hay, where they have juniper, birch, and 
poplar; and more foutberJy the timber is larger, 
and there is a great variety of trees. 

They are under great inconveniencies at the 
New Fort, which Hands high upon a rock, 
without fhelter, clofe by the fhore, furrounded 
with fnow and ice for eight months of the year, 
expofed to all the winds and fiorms that happen, 
where they can have no conveniency of grafs, 
hay, or gardening : and yet they had four or 
five houfes there, with a bull and two cows, 
near the fatl:ory. They were obliged to bring 
their hay from a marfhy bottom, fome miles up 
the river., for feeding of them in winter. But 
were a fettlement made higher up tne river 

fouthward, 



WE L 
fouthward, fome leagues from tne bay, in 1h ltet 
from chilling winds, they would have grafs and 
hay fufficient ; and might alfo have gardens, 
with proper greens and roots, propagated there. 
Between Churchill and N elfon riYers is fa id to 
be a communication, but at a great difiance in
land, or a very fhort land-can iage between them; 
for the Indians who trade here, tell them what 
chiefs with their followers go down to N elf on 
or Albany river. 

WARWICK, a county of Virginia, in N. 
America. It lies S. E. of York country, con· 
taining 38.,444 acres, in two pariihes, Denby 
and Mulberry ifland. 

WARwick., a thriving town of Providence 
plantation, and New-Er~gland, N. America, 
near the mouth of the river Patuxet. It fuffe1 ed 
much in the Philippic war, every houfe in it but 
one having been defiroyed: yet it foon reco
vered. The inhabitants are faid to be fo ho· 
fpitable as to entertain fl:rangers at their houfcs 
gratis. 

WELCOME, Sir Thomas Roe's, or Ne U/tra, 
a narrow ftreight fo called in New N. \Vales, 
and the arCtic countt ies of America, wbich opens 
between lat. 62. and 63. N. On the \;V. or N. 
fhorc of theW elcome is a fair headland, lat. 66. 
30. N. called the Hope, fr0m Capt. l\1iddleton, 
expeCling this to be the extreme part of Ame
rica ; but, after walking round it, he faw land 
further, forming what upon this difappointment 
he denominated Repulfe bay. 

vVELCH TRACT, lands fo called in New
Cafile county, and Penfylvania, in North Ame
ri ... a, v. here near 4o,ooo acres have been plan.ted 
by \Velchmen. It is thick-fown with fmall 
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towns, as Haverford-Weft, Merioneth, &c. It 
is populous, and the people are very igdufhious, 
who have cleared this part of the country. Here 
are feverallarge plantations of corn, with abun
dance of cattle : fo that this fettlement ~s in as 
thriving a condit~on as any in the province. 

WEST MAIN, fo New Wales, in the nor
thern countries of America, is commonly called. 
Here the Hudfon's bay company have feveral 
forts and fettlements; namely, I. at Church
hill river, about lat. 59· N. and long. 95· W. 
from Lendon : 2. York fort, at the mouth of 
Nelfon's river: 3· At the New Severn: 4· At 
Albany river: 3· At Hayes ifland: and, 6. At 
Rupert's river. Not far from Weft Main are 
Rocky ifle and Charlton ifland. See vV ALES. 

The air even at the bottom of the bay, tho' 
by latitude nearer the fun than London, name
ly, in 51 deg. is extremely cold for nine months, 
:and the other three months very hot, except 
when a N. W. wind blows. The foil on the 
Eaft Main, as well as the vVeft, bears no man· 
ner of grain. Some goofeberries, firawberries, 
and dewberries, grow about Rupert's river, in 
~bout lat. 52. 

WESTON Ifland, Lord, an ifland fo called by 
Capt. Thomas James, in his voyage for finding 
a N. W. paffage. This navigator continuing to 
rove up and down, gave names to divers places, 
and this among the re:ll: ; but where fituated does 
not exactly appear, unlefs in a bay to the weft-

• ward of Port N elfoh, in the northern countries 
of America. 

WEYMOUTH, the o]deft town of all Suffi)lk 
county, in New England, in North America; 
but it is not fo confiderable as it was formerly. 
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Here is a well-frequ~ntcd ferry for 2 d. in· ~ne 
day-time, and 4 d. in the night. 

Wl-IALECOVE, in the northern countries of 
America, the mofi northerly ifland of two, the 
other being Lovcgrove, which is a fair opening 
to the wefiward of it. Whalecove lies S. of 
Brook-Cobham, or Marble-ifland, the Tatter 
being in lat. 63. Hereabouts it is very probable 
that there is a convenient and eafy paffage into 
the South fea. 

\VHITE RIVER, a torrent iffuing from the 
mountain of fulphur in Guadaloupe, one of the 
Caribbee ifiands in America. It is fo called as 
it often affumes that colour from the allies and 
fulphur covering it, and falls into the river of 
St. Louis. 

W1co. a Swedi!h fettlement, about half a 
mile from the town of Philadelphia and Penfyl
vania, in North America. Here the people of 
that nation have a meeting houfe: they have an
other of the fame for religion at Tenecum ; but 
whether thefe places are in the county of Buc
kingham or Philadelphia, we cannot fay. 

WIGHT IsLE, a county in Virginia, in North 
America. It lies N. of N anfamund, containing 
142,796 acres in two pari{hes, namely, War- 1 

wick fqueek and Newport. Here is a fpring, 
with as plentiful a fource of water as Holy-well 
in Wales. 

\VrLLIAM, King, a county of Virginia, in 

North America. It lies N. W. of New Kt:nt, 
and contains 84,324 acres of land in one pa
ri!b~ namely, St. John'i. Pamunky river, the 
fouthermofi braQch of that of York, runs thro' 
this county. 

W I LLI AM, Fort, on Cafile-Ifland, in the 
0 3 main 
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main channel leading to the harbour of Bofion, 
in New England, 1 Torth America. It is tHe 
mofi regular fortrefs in the Britilh plantations, 
and has its name from being ereCted ih the rei(Jn 
of King \Villiam, by Colonel Roemer, a fa
mous engineer. It fiands about a league from 
the town, and built in fo proper a place, that 
it is not poffible for an enemy's lhip to approach 
the town "Yithout the hazard of being !battered 
to pieces by the ordnance on it: of which there are 
too pieces; 20 whereof were given to' the pro
vince by Q. Anne, .and placed on a platform near 
high-water mark, fo as to rake a lhip fore and 
aft, before lhe can bring her broadfides to bear 
againfi this cafi:le. It is a quadrangle, furround
ed with a covered way, and joined by a line of 
communication from the main gate to a redoubt, 
and two others from the main battery, which is 
fo near the channel, that no {hips can ehter it, 
without paffing even within pifi:ol-fhot of it. 

Some of the cannon carry 42 pounders. Here 
are four companies of militia: and tho', in time 
of peace, only 50 or 100 men do duty here; 
yet in war-time 500 able foldiers are exempted 
from all military duty, to be ready to attend the 
fervice of the cafile, at an hour's warning, upon 
any fignal of the approach of an enemy: and 
in fuch cafe to,ooo effcClive men, well armed, 
might be raifed in Bofion for its defence, in 
twenty-four hour's warning. But to prevent all 
poffible furprife, there is a Jight-houfe ereCted 
on a rock, about two leagues from the c!ty ; 
which in time of war makes -a fignal to the caflle, 
and the caftle to the town, by hoifiing and lower
ing the Union-flag as many times as there are 
thips approaching; which if they exceed a cer-

tain 



\V I L 
tain number, the ca:l1:1e fires three guns to alarm 
the town ; and, if need be, a beacon is fired to 
give the adjacent country notice. So that un
lcfs an enemy can be fuppofed to fail by fo ma
ny ifland.> and rocks in a fog, the city mufl have 
fix hours or more, to prepare for their reception. 
And even fuppofing they might pafs this cafile, 
there are two batteries at the N. and S. ends of 
the town, which command the whole bay, and 
render it impoffible for an enemy's lhip of bur-. 
then to ride there in fafety, while the merchant .. 
men and fmall-craft may retire up into Charles
river, out of cannon-fhot. "It is equally impof
fible for any fhip to be taken out of this harbour 
by a pirate. For the cafl:le fuffcrs no fhip, out
ward bound, to pafs without a pern1it from the 
governor; which is not granted without a clear
ing at the cu!tom· houfc, and the ufual notice of 
failing, by loafing the fore-top fail. . 

'VILLIAM's LAND, Ptince, a country lymg 
round Baffi.n's bay, in North Main, and the arc
tic countries of America, is fo fettled in our 
maps : But we find no defcription of it. 

WILLIAMSBURG, formerly Middle planta
tion, in James county and Virginia, in North 
America; about fix miles N. of J ames town, 
and fifty W. of cape Charles. It is the capital 
of Virginia, the feat of the governor, general 
aifembly and judicial courts, though not very 
confiderable; the planters of this colony gene
rally chufing to live on their e£htes or pla-nta
tions in the country. Here is an academy or 
college, towards endowing of which King 
William and ~een 1\tlary gave :zooo l. and 
20,000 acres of land, with the duty of one pen
ny per pound on all tob~cco CXfOrted from 
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Virginia and 1\!Taryland to the other plantations, 
and the furveyor general's place then vacant. 
Their majefiies alfo granted them the pri\ ilege 
of fending a member to the affembly: after
wards a duty on furs and fkins was added to 
heir revenue by the general affembly. The 

whole profit amounts now to upwards of 400 I. 
and is en~realing every year. The foundation 
was to confift of a prefident, fix mafl:ers or pro· 
feffors, and the chief mafl:er to have a falary of 
1001. per annum, and 100 fcho1ars, graduates 
or non-graduates. They were enabled to pur
chafe and hold lands to the value of 2000 J. p~r 
annum, and were to be governed and vifited by 
certain gentlemen named in the charter, and to 
oe fiy1ed governors and vifitors: and upon the 
death of m~e of th~m, were jmpo:wert:d tp cl:ufe 
another in his place. One of thefe was to be 
rector, and their number in <~11 eighteen. 
Thefe were to name the prefident, mafiers, and 
other officers of the college. and had a power to 
make fiatutes and ordinances. The buildin£!, 
when perfect, was to confift of a quadrangl~. 
The profeffors were to read on all the liberal 
fciences, on agriculture, architeB:ure, the mili
tary 2rt, navigation, gardening, trade and ma
nufaClure3, once a week from Eafier to Michael
mas, and twice a week from Michaelmas to 
.Edtcr. They began wirh experiments on 
plants and minerals, and they were affified hy the 
French refugees in Monachan town, Their 
own lead, iron and copper mines, were under 
confideration when the college was burnt down : 
but it has been fince rebuilt, nicely contrived 
and adorned, b~ing not altogether unlike Chel
fea col1ege vV, of London. 

In 
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In Williarnfburg is a fmall fort, or rather bat

tery mounted with ten or twelve guns. Colonel 
Nicholfon caufed a fiatehoufe or capitol to be 
erected here, and feveral fireets to be laid out 
in the form of a vV; but not a V or angle of it, 
as we are told, is yet finilhed. 

Fronting the college, near its whole breadth, 
is extended a noble flreet, jufi three quarters of 
a mile in length, at the upper end of which 
fiands the capitol, a beautiful and commodious 
pile. 1 Here is kept the fecretary's office, with 
all the courts of jufiice and law. The building 
is in the form of an H. 

Parallel to the main fireet juft mentioned is 
()ne upon each fide, but neither flreet quite fo 
long nor broad; and at proper difi:ances are fmall 
crofs-fireets for the convenicncy of communica
tion. So that, according to this defcription, 
Williamiburg mufi be confiderably increafed. 

Near the middle of the town fiands the church, 
hich is a large and firong piece of brick-work, 

built in the form of a crofs, adorned and very 
convenient. Near it is a large ochgon tower, 
a magaz· ne for arms and ammunition : and not 
far from thence is a large fquare for a market
place, and near it a bowling green, and a play
houfe. Here is alfo a county-prifon for crimi
nals, and near it another for debtors. The 
private buildings have alfo been very much im
proved, feveral gentlemen having built Iaro-e 
brick-houfes of many rooms on a floor, but n~t 
high, becaufe they have room enough, and are 
now and then vifited with high winds. Lat. 37--
26. N. long. 76. 36. \V. 

WILLIAMST ADT, the name given by act of 
affembly to Oxford, the capital of Talbot coun .. 
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ty in Maryland, North America. It was m2de 
a port-town at the fame time. One hundred 
acres of land adjacent to it have been made a 
common pafiure for the benefit of the place. 
The fecond fchool to be built was appointed for 
this town, and a colleB:or and naval officer or
dered to refide here. 

WILLOUGHBY BAY,_ near two leagues S. E. 
from Green ifland and Antigua, one of theCa
ribbee ifles in the American ocean. It has a 
very wide mouth, little lefs than a league over; 
but is above two-thirds blocked up with a fand or 
1hoal flretching tram the N. point direCtly to the 
S. point: whence another point called Sandy 
point with an ifland in it, fpits off as if it would 
meet the firfi, and block up the harbour. Between 
thefe however, there is an open channel, where 
fhips of good burthen may enter; and when 
they :'lre in, there is very good riding almofi 
every where except in the very entrance; and on 
the Iarboard-fide there is a little fiwal called the 
Horfe-ihoc: but it is above water, and plainly to 
be di[cerned by the rippling of the fea. 

WILToN, by fome called New London, a 
little town of Colleton county, in Carolina, 
North America. It confifis of about eighty 
houfes. It was built by the Swifs, under the di
rcB:ion of a gendemau of that nation, Mr. Zeb
bahu!ar (no~ Luberbuller) with leave from the 
affembly of the province. It fiands on the N. 
bank of the river North EdiHow, about twelve 
miles from its mouth. The building of this 
town has proved ddrimental to Purry!burgh, 
which lies on the frontiers of the county: where
as, had thefe been fuffered to be well fettled 
:firft, before any other town was built, the.. 

whole 
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whole country would foon have been peopled of 
courfe, and without much trouble. About 
twenty-two miles above \Vilton is fort North
Ediftow, to keep the Indians in awe. 

WINDWARD pASS AGE, a courfe of above 
160 leagues, fo called from cape Morant, the 
eaft point of Jamaica, to the north fide of Crook
ed i!land in the American ocean. 

Ships may and have often failed through this 
channel, from the N. fine of it to Cuba, er the 
bay of Mexico, notwithftanding the common 
opinion on account of the current, which is a
gainfl: it, that they keep the Bahama £bore a
board, and that they meet the wind in fummer 
for the moft part of the channel eaficrly, which 
with a counter current on fhore pu!hes them 
eafily through it. 

The two following obfervations of the pilots 
with regard to this gulph, are, I. This ftrcam 
goes con!lantly out eo the northward in the J:Pid:. 
channel, its force having fome refpect, like 
tides in other channels, to the moon and the 
winds, with a counter current, or at leaft a itill
nefs of the water on fu01e, which will enable a 
fhip to run through, be the middle !lre?m ever 
fo ftrong: the fame as in the {height of Gibral
tar, where though the current runs conti··lUaHy 
into the Mediterranean, {hips may work throu~h, 
keeping the lhore aboard. 2. The current 
which goes out here, fets for t.1e mo:G: part into 
the gulph of Mexico, between the two capes 0f 
Corienties and Catoche, with counter currents 
on fuore, though not always fo, the pilcJtS 
having obferved them firon6 to the eafl: at the 
new and full moons. 
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A !height of about twenty-one leagues over, 

between Cuba and Hifpaniola, is well known to 
us under the name of the Windward paiTage. 

All !hips bound to Jamaica from Great Bri. 
tain or Ireland, or the plantations on the Ameri
can continent, or from the coafi of Africa, in· 
ftead of attempting to pafs through the gulph of 
Florida, where the current is firong againil: them, 
or through the fireight called the vVindward 
paffage, which would be altogether as imprac
ticable and hazardous, always lhape their com·fe 
fo as to fall down fouthward, tilJ they arrive 
-fomewhat eafi: of the Caribbee if1ands in a paral
lel latitude with Jamaica ; and for this end they 
generally make the if1and of Antigua, or others 
111 that neighbourhood. Whence they alta 
their courfe to due vV~ and bear away with the 
trade-wind to Jamaica. But when fuch lhips 
:are homeward bound to Europe, or the northern 
colonies on the American continent, they have 
t~1e choice of two courfes; namely, either thro, 
t his Windward paifage, or through the gulph of 
Florida. 

From clearing the wefi point of Jamaica, to 
the wefi of cape St. Antonio, the filip has the ad
van tare of this trade-wind upon her fiarboard 
quan~r all the way; which from Pore Royal 
the pl ace 1he is fuppofed to fet out firfi: from, is, 
jn all a run of about 200 leagues. But when fhe 
coubles Cape Antonio, and changes her courfe 
to bear away for the gulph, which is in the 
teeth of the trade-wind:t fhe then Jofes much. 
more time and way, than ilie had gained in her 
~uick p.:lf~a 2;e fi·om Jamaica t::> the leeward of 
Cuba. AnJ while llie is thus beating againfi the 
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wind, between the coafis of Cuba and the gu!pht 
and juft entered into the latter, great perils arife 
from the current and coafr of Florida. 

rrhis homeward p.aifage through the gulph 
being fo very precarious, there remains no other 
courfe but that of the windward patfage. Is ex
tent has been noted above, and reckoning from 
Port Royal is in the whole above I 8o leagues. 
The trade-winds blowing; continually from E. 
to W. the mofi difficult part of this paffage is the 
courfc from Port Royal to cape Morant, which· 
is diret!ly againft the wind, and has very often 
detained £hips for a-month or fix weeks together; 
and indeed many have been forced to return to 
Port Royal afrer fuffering great damage. But 
fome £hips that have fet out betwixt December 
and May, have had the good fortune to turn that 
point in one night's time, by taking an advan
tage which does not always offer of the trade. 
wmds and currents llackening in the feafon to
wards the evening, and of the ihongefr breezes 
then rifing from the land. But this cannot be 
t.lone from l\ilay to December, becaufe then the 
trade-wind and currents are at the firongeft. 
Befides, in the intervcnmg months they have fiery 
lea-breezes ; during which, efpecially in July, 
Augufl: and September, no !hips fiir out of port .. 
'rherefore the fafeft time for them to leave Ja
maica is obferved to be betwixt December and 
May. 

And even when :lhips have doubled cape Mo
rant, they are obliged to fieer to the windward as 
near as p01fible to the ifland ofHifpaniola, for fear 
of being driven to the leeward between Jamaica 
and Cuba, where it is all a flat fhallow bottom. 
1' or indeed are they fafe from French and, 
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Spanifh guard a colhs; particularly, when they 
have got to the N. of Crooked if1and, as the 
latter have, even in time of peace, pretended to 
as great a right of vifiting our lhips hereabouts, 
as if they were within muiket-iliot of Cuba or 
Hifpaniola. For the reafons above-mentioned, 
the greater lhips and fleet fail quite round the 
i!1and of Cuba, and fo through the gulph of 
:Florida ; but the lighter and well-manned !hips 
chafe the wind~ard pafiage, as it is at befi the 
£hortefi, if not the fafeit courfe. 

\VrNGEN, a fmall river between thofe of\Vin
yan and Clarendon, in the couqty of the latter 
name, and Carolina, in N. America. Upon it is a 
fmall fettlement called Charles town, thinly in
habited. 

\VrNYAN, or Watery river, in Ciarendon 
county, and N. Carolin:1, N. America. It i3 
about 25 leagues from Alhley river, and capable 
fJf receiving large fhips, but inferior to Parr
Royal, nor is there yet any fettlements upon it. 

W OODBRIDGE, a goed town of Middlefex 
county and E. Jerfey, in N. America. It frands 
on a creek within the found formed by Staten 
ifland and this county. It has I 20 families, and 
30,000 acres of plantation ; and lies about feven 
oi eight miles from Pifcataway. 

X A I 

X A IN T E S, SAwros, or ALL-SAINTS 
!sANDs, as having been difcovered on 

that Holy-day, by the Spaniards, part of the 
government 



government ofGuadaloupe,one of the Caribbee , 
in the American ocean. Thefe are three {mall 
ifles on the S. E. fide of Guadaloupe, the 
mofi wefterly of which is called Terre de Bas, 
or the Low ifland, and the mofi eafierly Terre 
de Haut, or the High ifl and: the third, which 
lies exa8:ly in the middle; between the other 
two, feems to be nothing more than a large bar
ren rock, and helps to form a very good har
bour. 

In I696, Labat rays, there weie about 90 in-
habitants on the other two iflands fit to bear 
arms. Having been on the Terre de Bas, he 
computed it to be about 3 leagues in circuit; 
but he took the Terre de Haut to be the largefr. 

There is good land in the valleys, and on 
the other fide of the hilJs, the tops of which, 
tho' frony, are covered with wood. The air 
here always blow! frefh, let the wind be from 
what quarter it will. Mandioca, potatoes~ 
pcafe, cotton and tobacco, thrive here to per
feCtion, with plenty of hogs fed, as well as 
goats and poultry. In the wild grain fea
fon come great flights of wood-pigeons and 
parrots ; and at other times here is abundance of 
turtle-doves, thrufhes and fea-fowl; but they 
have here no frefh water. Among the rocks 
there is fhell-fi{h, lobfiersJ grigs and congars. 
On land are fome few black cattle. On the 
Terre de Basis a neat wooden church, with two 
very convenient creeks both for anchorage and 
landing. The principal trade of the inhabitants 
is in cotton, pulfe, tobacco and poultry. 

Labat, who places thefe iflands at an equal 
difiance from Dominica and Guadaloupe, fays, 
it was fufi: poffdfed by a fmall number of French 

in 



XAL 
in 1648, and that a great draught obliged them 
to abandon it till I 552, when they fent a larO"er 
colony to it, who, as Tertre fays, cultivatelit, 
rai[ed habitations, and repulfed the favages who 
attacked them. He adds, that there is a fort at 
the harbour which is palifaded, of which the 
Englifu made themfelves rnafiers once; but 
having been afterwards befieged in it by the 
French, were taken p~fonets and carried to 
Guadaloupe ; and that between this and the 
]aft mentioned ill and there is a dangerous £height, 
in which Lord Willoughby, with the Englilh 
ileet, was lhipwrecked after attacking this illand 
:and going to recover the Englifh port of St. 
ChtiHopher's. 

XALisco, the moft fouthern province ota the 
coaft of Guadalajura autlience, and New Spain, 
in N. America. It is wailied by the South fea on 
the S. and \V. bounded on the E. by Guadala
jara proper and Mechoacan, and feparated from 
Chiametlan on the N. by a narrow flip of land 
belonging to Guadalajara, and running out into 
the fea. It is not above 50 leagues in extent 
either way. 

It abounds with Indian wheat and fil\'er 
mines, but has very feW'ca.ttle of any fort. From 
this province is brought the oil of the infernal 
figtree, as the Spaniards call it ; which among 
other excellent qualities, is good for dilfolving 
tumour~,expelling of wind,and all cold humours, 
by anointing the belly,and taking a few drops of it 
in a glafs of wine, as alfo by glylters. It is alfo of 
excellent ufe for ulcers in the hea<l and deafnefs. 

The Xalifco, an ancient city, is the capital of 
the province ; yet the moft confiderable place 
in it is Compofiella. 

The 
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The Spaniards arc not very numerous through

out this whole audience, except in the two cities 
of Guadalajara and Compoftella. The Me11i
zoes indeed make a confiderable figure both 
with regard to numbers and efiates. But the bulk. 
of the people are the native Indians, who gene
rail y fpeaking are well treated here, being braver 
and politer than any of their countrymen, and 
well afreB:ed to the Spaniards, efpecia1ly their 
priells, tho' they are far from being fuch naves 
to them as in other parts ofNew Spain. 

XARAYES, LAc;;UNA DE Los, a large lake 
of Paraguay in S. America. It is formed by 
the river Paraguay in its courfe from N. to S. 
whence it enters into the province of Paraguay 
proper, &c. 

X£ RES D.E .LA FRONT .ERA .. ~ town in the 
mo{t fouthern part of Zacatecas, a prm ince of · 
Guadalajara aduience, aml New Spain, in N. 
America. It is garrifoned by Spaniards for de
fending the mines againi1 the ravage Indians on 
the frontiers of Guadalajara. 

YAG 

y AGAR CH 0 CA, a lake within the 
limits of the jurifditl:ion of San Miguel de 

lbarra in ~ito, S. America. It is famous for 
having been the fepulchre of the inhabitants of 
Otabalo, upon this place being taken by Huayna
Capac the I 2th Inca, who, inftead of fhewing any 
clemency to them on account of their magnani-

mity1 
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mity, being exafperated at the noh1e reliflance 
which they made againfi: his army., ordered them 
all to be beheaded, both thofe who had quietly 
furrendered, as well as thofe taken in arms, and 
their bodies to be thrown into the lake: fo that 
from the waters of the fake being tinged of a 
bloody colour, it acquired its prefent name, 
which fignifies a lake of blood. 

Y AGUACHE, a lieutenancy of Guayaquil 
jurifdiction, inS. America. It lies at the mouth 
of the river of the fame name, which falls into that 
of Guayaquil on the S. fide, and has its ri(e from 
the fkirts of the Cordilleras, S. from the river 
Bamba. Its jurifdiction contains three towns; 
the principal of which, is that where the cuftom
houfe is erected, and called San J acinto de Yagu
ache : th~ t~'~ c~!~e=-~ .::-: !'!~~;• diid Aiitiinche-. 
To thefe belong two priefis; one refiding at 
Yaguache, and the other at Noufa : though 
the{e towns are but thinJy inhabited, the farms 
and country have great numbers, particularly of 
the poorer fort. 

The chief produce of Yagu<lche is wood and 
a little cocoa ; but cattle and cotton are the 
principal objects of their attention. 

Y ARUQ.._ur, a plain four lea5ues north-ea{f: 
from the city of Qgito, and 249 toifcs lower 
than it. This fpot was pitched upon as the 
bafe of the whole operations for mearuring the 
length of an arch of the meridian, by Ulloa, &c. 
~ear it is a village of the fame name. This 
piece of ground, was meafured as the beft adapted 
to the operations: but it proved a very difficult and 
fatiguing taf.tc, from the heat of the fun, and the 
winds and rains which continually incommoded 
them: thoucrh there are feveral other plains in 0 
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this difhia; yet all of them lay at too great a 
difiance from the direB:ion of their bafe. The 
quality, difpofition and lower fide, all contribu
ted to render it lefs cold than ~1ito. Eaflward 
it is defended by the lofty Cordillera of Guamani 
and Pambamarca, and weHward by that of 
P1chincha. The foil is entirely of fand : fo that 
befides the heat naturally refulting from lhe di
reB: rays of the fun, it was increafed by their 
reverberation from the two Cordilleras. Hence it 
is expofed alfo to violent tempefis of thunder, 
lightening and rain; but being quite open to
wards the N. and S. fuch dreadful whirlwinds 
form here, that the whole interval is filled with 
columns of (and, carried up by the rapidity of vio
lent eduy-winds, fometimes producing fatal confe
quences. One melanchol_xinftance happen'd_while 
they were there ; for an Indian being caught in 
the midfl: of one of thofe bla:fis, died on the fpot. 
It is indeed not at all :flrange, that the quantity 
of fand in one of thofe columus fhould totally 
Hop all refpiration in any living creature who 
ihould have 1 he misfortune of being involved in it. 

Their daily way was to meafure the length of 
this plain in an horizontal direction : and at the 
fame time, by means of a level, to correB: the in
equali~ies of the ground, beginning early in the 
morning, and continuing to purfue their tafk 
clofely till evening, unlefs interrupted by extreme 
bad weather ; at which time they retired to a tent 
ll.lways pitched for that purpofe, as well as for a 
retreat at noon, when the heat of the fun became 
too intenfe for them after the fatigue of the morn-

ing. 
1lhe menfuration ofthe bafe was fucceeded by 

obicrving the angles, both horizontal and verti
cal, 
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tal, of the firfi triangles they intended to form ; 
but many of them were not purfued, the form and 
difpofition of the feries being afterwards altered 
to very great advantage. ln order to this Mr. 
Verguin, with fame othe~,~ was fcnt to draw a 
geographical map of the parts S. of ~ito, while 
Mr. Bonguer did the fame with regard to the 
northern parts : a tafk this found abfoluteJy ne
ceffary, in order to determine the points where 
the fignals lhould be placed, fo as to form the 
mofi regular triangles, and whofe fides fhould not 
he intercepted by higher mountains. 

Y ASOUA, a river of Florida, in N. America. 
It lies about 6o leagues higher on the eaft-fide of 
the 1\tlififfippi, into which ic comes 2 or 300 miles 
out of the country. Upon it dwell the nations 
of the Yafoues, Tounicas, Kowrouas, &c. 
· -y-eA, or V ALVERDE, i. e. the Green vale, 
from a valley of the fame name, planted with 
:vines ; which is fix leagues long, and produces 
plenty of wine, in Peru, S. America. lt is 
about 4 I miles from Pifco, to the S. E. This 
is a beautiful and rich town, inhabited by about 
500 Spaniards. Here is a large church, three 
convents, and an hofpital. The air is very fe
rcne and healthy, and the. women here reckoned 
the handfomeft in Peru. The town is governed 
by a Lieutenant appointed by the King of Spain, 
who has a very confiderable income. About 
fix leagues from the town is its port, by the Spa
niards called Puerto Q.1emada. Thither they 
carry the wine which is made in the valley, 
whence it is tranfported into the other provinces, 
and efpecially to Lima. Between this town and 
Pifco there are feveral meadows, with wate.r for 
the beafts of burthen. But what is verv furprif-

• ing 
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ing is, that when the river, which runs through 
the valley, begins to fwell, the water~ in the 
meadows dry up apace, and fail entirely at lafi: 
and on the contrary, when the river is very low, 
there is abundance of water in the meadows. 
This de Laet tells us. 

YLo, a good port to load and unload at, in 
Los Charcas, in Peru, S. America. It lies, ac
cording to Dam pier and Rogers, in lat. I 8. S. 
Near it is a river of freih water of the fame 
name. This, as mofr of the other rivers in 
Peru, runs with a quick current, from the begin
Jling of 1 anuary till the latter end of June, and 
then it decreafes, running flower and flower, 
till the dofe of September; after which it who} .. 
ly fails, and becomes dry ; the waters not be .. 
ginning to run again till 1 anuary. Near this 
r.iver is a valley, very well inhabited by Indians, 
in which they have fiore of corn and other pro
vifions, with feveral forts of very good fruit. 
The point of Ylo is low land, and runs out into 
the fea. It is dangerous coming near it : for off 
it lies an ifland and feveral rocks. The town of 
Ylo lies about a quarter of a league to the 
windward of the river, and is inhabated by In
dians, from whom may be purchafed maize, 
water, wood and other necemuies. Frezier 
calls it Hilo. 

YoRK, a county of Virginia, in N. America: 
It lies S. E. of J ames's county, between J ames's 
river and York river, containing 6o, 7 6 7 acres 
of land, in the three parif11es of York, Hampton, 
and New Pokofou. The latter ftands at the 
mouth of York river. · 

Yo1k river, by the Indians ca1Ied Pamunky, 
in Virginia, N. America. The name Pamun

ky 
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ky, the upper branch of this river, in K. Wil
liam's county, fiill retains. It is navigable 6o 
miles, by large lhips ; and by ketches and !loops, 
30 more. By croffing the neck of land to Po
kofou, one comes to its mouth. It runs the 
fame courfe with} ames'sriver for 100 miles; and 
fo near it, that in fome places it is not above 
five miles over land, from one to the other: 
which land between them, being fo well accom
modated for navigation, and fo near two fuch 
great rivers, is befi. jnhabited ; and here the 
richeft planters are feated. Forty miles up this 
river it divides itfelf into two branches, naviga
ble each a confiderable way, · for !loops and 
barges. The fmall fl1p of land which divides 
James's river from York river, is reckoned ave1y 
rich foil, producing the befi tobacco in that 
country, known by the name of fweet-fcented; 
which is ftripped from the fialk, before it is pack
ed up in the hogfuead ; and then fo clofely pref~ 
fed, that a hogfuead will fometimes weigh four
teen or fifteen hundreu weight. And fome parti
cular crops of the mofl: careful planting of this 
commodity, have frequently been fold at the 
key for twelve-pence per pound. This fpot of 
ground, fo happily fituated, has alfo the conveni
ency of two inlets, navigable by flat-bottomed 
boats; the one runs from J ames's river, and ex
tends to the northward, about five- miles acrofs 
the country, to a fafe landing-place. The other 
runs fouth from York river, up into the land ; 
fo that the fpace between the landing-places of 
thefe two rivulets is only a mile, and the foil 
gravelly; and here Wdliam!burg is fituated : 
which, by means of theft t"\vo inlets or creeks, 

commands 
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commands the navigation of J ames's and York 
rivers. 

YoRK, NEw, a city and province in North 
America, formerly called Nova Beigia, from its 
beir.g planted by the Dutch. 

The province of New York, at prefent, con .. 
tains Long Illand, Staten Hland, and the lands 
on the E. fide of Hudfon's river, to the bounds 
of Connecticut. On theW. fide of Hudfon's 
river from the fea to lat. 41. lies New Jerfey. 
The lines of partition between that province and 
this, from that latitude to the other fiation on 
Delaware, is urifettled. From thence, where
foever it may be fixed, they claim all the lands, 
on the E. fide of Delaware, to the N. line of 
Penfylvania; and all the territory, on both fides 
of the Mohawks river, and wefi:ward to the iflh .. 
m us at NiaO'ara: in a word, all the country be
longing too the crown of Great Britain, not al ... 
ready granted .. 

Hence they have, from the beginning, been 
expofed to controverfies about limits. The 
New Jerfey claim includes feveral hundred thou
fand acres, and has not ,a little impeded the fet
tlement of the colony. The difpute wi h the 
Maffachufet's bay _is fiill more important, and 
for feveral years pafi: occafioned very confider
able commotions. The New Hampfhire pre
tenfions have, as yet, expofed them to no great 
trouble. But when all thofe claims are fettled, 
a new controverfy will probably commence with 
the proprietaries of Penfylvania. 

'rhe city of New York, at firfi, included only 
the i!land, called by the Indiam,- Manhatans, 
11anning's ifland ; the two Barn i.flaads, and the 
three Qy!ler i!lands, were in the county. But 

the 
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the limits of the city have fince been augmented 
by charter. The ill and is very narrow, not a 
mile wide at a medium, and about 14 miles in 
length. The fouth-weft point projecrs into a 
fine fpacious bay, nine miles long, and .. aboutfour 
in breadth ; at the confluence of the waters of 
Hudfon's river, and the fl:reight between Long 
ifland and the northern lhore. The Narrows, 
at the fouth end of the bay, is {carce two miles 
wide, and opens the ocea11 to full view. The 
paflage up to New-York from Sandy Hook, a 
point that extends farthefi into the fea, is fafe, 
and not above five and twenty miles in length. 
The corn m on navigation is between the e_afi: 
and wefi banks, in two or three and twenty feet 
water. But it is faid that an eighty gun 
1hip may be brought up, through a narrow, 
winding, unfrequented, channel, between the 
north-end of the eafi-bank and Coney ifland. 

The city has, in reality, no natural bafon or 
harbour. The .{hips lie off in the road, on the 
eafi-fide of the town, which is docked out, and 
better built than the fide, becaufe the frefhes in 
Hudfon's river fill it in fame winters with ice. 

The city of New-York confifis of about two 
thoufand five hundred buildings. It is a mile 
in length, and not above half that in br~adth. 
Such is its figure, its center of bufinefs, and the 
fituation of the houfes, that the mean cartagc 
from one part to another, does not exceed above 
one quarter of a mile; than which nothing can 
be more advantageous to a trading city. 

It is thought to be as healthy a fpot as any in 
the world. The E. and S. parts, in general, 
are low, but the reft is f1tuated on a dry, eleva
ted foil. · The ftrcets are irregular, but being 
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paved with round pebbles are clean, and lined 
with well-built brick houfes, many of which are 
covered with tiled roofs. 

No part of America is fupplied with markets 
abounding with greater plenty and variety. They 
have beef, pork, mutton, poultry, butter, wild 
fowl, venifon, filh, roots, and herbs of all kinds, 
in their feafons. Their oyflers are a confiderable 
article in the fupport of the poor. Their beds 
are within view of the town; a fleet of two hun
dred fmall craft are often feen there, at a time 
when the weather is mild in winter; and this 
fingle article is computed to be worth annually 
IO or I2,00P l. 

This city is the metropolis and grand mart of 
the province, and, by its commodious fituation, 
commands alfo all the trade of the weftern part 
of ConneCticut antl that of Eaft J er fey. No fea
fon prevenL their fhips from launching out into 
the ocean. During the greateft feverity of winter, 
an equal, unrc i:rained aetivity runs through all 
ranks, orde1 ~, and employments. · 

Upon the fouth-wefi: point of the city ftands 
the fort, which i a fquare with four baftions. 
Within the waib is the houfe in which the Go
vernors ufually r ·ttde ; and oppofite to it brick
barracks, built rluerly for the independent 
companies. The G vernor's houfe is_in heighth 
three fiories, and fron• to the weft ; having~ 
from the fecond 1 ·ory, a fine pro pea to the 
bay and the Jerfey 1 o P.. At the fouth-end 
th~ re was formerly ad "1, but this W..lS burnt 
clown in the negroe c l iracy of the fpring 
I i4I. According to Go.,., r Burnet's obfer
vattons, this fort fiands m t .~.; latitude of 40. 

42. N. 
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Below the walls of the garrifon, near the water, 
they have lately raifeq a line of fortification, 
which commands the entrance into the eail:ern
road and the mouth of Hudfon's river. This 
batterey is built of fione, and the merlons con
fiH: of cedar-joif?s, filled with earth. It mounts 
92 cannon, and thefe are all the works they 
have to defend the place. About fix furlongs, 
fouth-eafi of the fort, lies N otten i:fland, con
taining about I oo or I 20 acres, referved bv an 
aB: of afiembly as a fort of demefne for the Go
vernors, upon which it is propofed to ereCt a 
fhong caHle, becaufe an enemy might from 
thence eafily bombard the city, without being 
~nnoyeJ either by our battery or the fort. Du
ring the lafi: war a line of pa)ifadoes was run 
from Hudfon's to the eafi: river, at the other 
end of the city, with block-houfes at fmall dif
tances. The greater part of thefe frill remain 
as a monument of folly, for it cofl: the province 
about 8ooo l. 

The inhabitants of N cw York are a mixed 
people, but mofily defcended from the original 
Dutch plantc rs. There are fiill two churches, 
in which religious worfhip is performed in that 
language. The old building is of fl:one and ill 
builr, ornamented within by a fmall organ-loft 
and ora(., branches. The new church is a high, 
heavy edifice, has a very extenfive area, and 
was completed in 1729. It has no galleries, 
and yet will perhaps contain a thcufand or twelve 
hundred auditors. The fl:eep]e of this church 
afiords a mofl: beautiful profpeB:, both of the 
city beneath and the furrounding country. The 
.Jutch congregation is more numerous than any 

ether ; but as the Janguagc becomes difufed, it 
i 
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is much climinifued; and unlefs they change their 
wor!hip into the Engliih to 1gue, muft foon fu fer 
a total diffipation. Their church was incorpo
ted on the I Ith of May I696,'hy the name of \the 
minifier, elders, and deacons, of the reformed pro
teftantDutch church of the city of Ne '1- York; 
and its eH ate, after the expiration of fw1dry lon(}' 
leafcs, will be worth a very great income. a 

AH the Low Dutch congregations, in this and 
the province of New-Jcrfey, worlbip after the 
manner of the reformed churches in the United 
Provinces. 'Vith refpeCt to government, they 
are in principle preibyteriam ; but yet hold them
felves in fubordination to the Claffis of Amfier
dam, who fometimes permit, and at other times re
fufe them the powers of ordination. Some of their 
minifrers confider fuch a fubjeB:ion as anti-confti
tutional; and hence, in feveral of their ]ate annu
al c ventions, at New-York, called the Ca!tus, 
fome debates have arifen arnong,fr them ; the 
majority being inclined to ereB: a claffis, or ec
defiafiical judicatory, here, for the govern
ment of their churches. Thofe of their minifiers, 
who are natives of Europe, are, in general, averfe 
to the project. The expence attending the ordina
tion of their candidate~, in Holland, and the re
ference of their uifoutes to the claffis. of Amfter
dam, is very confiderable; and with what confc
quences the interruption of their correfpondence 
with the European Dutch would be attended, 
in cafe of war, we1l deferves their confi.deration. 

There arc, befides the Du~ch, two cpiicopal 
chuches in this city, upon the plan of the efta
bliilied church in South Britain. Trinity church 
was built in I 6g6, and afterwards enlarged in 
t 7 3i. It frand:> very pleafar:tly upon the banks 
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of Hudfon's river, and has a large cemetery, on 
each fide, inclofed in the front by a painted paled 
fence. Before it a long walk is railed ofF 
from the broad-way, the pleafante£1: !l:reet of any 
in the whole town. This building is abdut 148 
feet long, including the tower and chancel, and 
72 feet in breadth. The fieeple is 175 feet in 
height, and over the door facing the river is 
a Latin infcription. 

The church is, within, ornamented bevond 
:any other place of publick worfhip in New
York. The head ofthe chancel is adorned with 
an altar-piece, and oppofite to it, at the other 
end of the building, is the organ. The tops of 
the pillars, which fupport the galler:es, are 
decked with the gilt bufts of angels winged. 
From thecieling are fufpended two glafs branches, 
and on the walls hang the arms of fome of its 
principal benefacrors. The ailes are paved with 
flat ftones. 

This congregation, partly by the arrival of 
!!rangers from Eu~ope, but principally by profe
Jytes from tne Du~ch churches, is become fo nu
merous, that though the old building will contain 
2000 hearers, yet a new one was erected in 

~ 17 52. This, called St. George's chapel, is a 
very neat edifice, faced with hewn Hone and 
tiled. The fieeple is lofty, but irregular ; and 
its fituation in a new, crowded, and ill-built 
part of the town. 

The reaor, churchwardens, and vefhymen 
of Trinity church, are incorporated by an aa 
of affembly, which grants the two lafi the ad
vowfon or right of prefentation; but enach, 
that the reCtor lhall be inftituted and inducred in 
a manner rnoft a~reeable to the King's inftruc-

. tions 
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tions to the GO\ernor, and the canonical right 
. of the billiop of London. T hei r wodhip is con

_ducted after the mode of the church of Engbnd ; 
and with refpetl: to government, they are em
powered to make rules and orders for themfelves, 
being, if we may ufe the expreffion, an inde
pendent ecclef1afiical corporation. 

The revenue ot this church is refiricted, by 
an aa of atrembly, to soo1. per annum ; but 
it is poffeffed of a real eftate, at the north-end 
of the town, which hav\ng been lately divided 
into lots and let to f<>rm, will, in a few years, 
produce a much greater income. 

Tl e Prefbyterians increafing after Lord Corn-
bury's return to England, called Mr. Anderfon, 
a Scotch !lllmtler, to the pafioral charge of their 
congre?ation; and Dr. John Nichol, Patrick 
Mac Night, Gilbert L1vingfton and Thoma! 
Smith, purchafed a piece of. ground, and founded 
a 'church in I 719. Two years afterwards they 
petitioned Golonel Schuyler, who had then the 
chief command, for a charter of incorporation, 
to fecure their efl:ate for religious wodhip, upon 
the plan of the church in North-Britain ; but 
were difappointerl in their expeClations, through 
the oppofition of the epifcopal party. They, 
fhortly after, renewed their requeft to Governor 
Burnet, who referred the petition to his council. 
The Epifcopa\ians again violently oppofed the 
grant, and the Governor, in 1724, wroteupon 
the fubje_B: to the Lords of trade for their diretlion. 
Counfelior \V eft, who was then confulted, gave 
his opinion in thefe words : ' Upon coniidera
' tion of the feveral aB:s of uniformity, that have 
' paffed in Great-Britain, I am of opinion that 
~ they do not extend to New-York, and confc-
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' quently an aa of toleration is of no ufe in that 
' province; and therefore, as there is no pro
" v:~cial aB: for uniformity, acq..irding to the 
4 churcl~ of England, I am of opinion, that by 
' law fuch patent of incorporation may be grant
' ed, ~is by the petition is defired.' 

After feveral years felicitation for a charter in 
·ain, and fearful that thofe who obfhutl:ed fuch 

a reafonable requefi, \Vou1d watch an opportuni
ty to give them a more efreetual wound ; thofe, 
among the Prefoyterians, who were invcfied with 
the fee fimple of the .church and ground, 'convey
' edit, on the I 6th of l\1arch 17 30., to the mode
' ratcr of the general affembly of the. church of 
' Sco land and the commiffion thereof, the mo
' derator of the prdbytery of Edinburgh, the 
4 principal of· the c'ollege of Edinburgh, the 
' profefior of divinity therein, and the procura
' tor and agen .. of the church of Scotland, for 
' the time being, and their fucceffors in office, 
' ~s a ommittee of the general aifembly. On 
~ the I sth of Auguft 17 32, the church of Scot
' land, by an infirument under the fcal of the gc
' nera1 affemb1y;' and figned by l\1r. Niel Camp
bell, principal of the univedity of Glafgow, and 
moderator of the general affem ly and commif
fion t~ereof; Mr. James Ndbir, one of the 
minifiers of the gofpel at Edinburgh, moderator 
of the preibytery of Edinburgh J Mr. Willi~m 
Hamilton, principal of the univerfity of Edin
burgh ; 1\!Ir. J ames Smith, profeffor of di·vinity 
therein; and Mr. William Grant, advoc<1te, 
procurator for the church of Scotland, for the 
time being ; purfuant to an atl: of the general 
affembly, dated the 8th of May 17 31, did de-

clare, 



care, ' that notwithfiand'ng the aforefaid right 
' made to them and their fucceflors in office, 
' they were defirous, that the aforefai building 
' and edifice, and appurtenances thereof, be pre-
' ferved for the pious and religious purpofes for 
' which the fame were defigned ; and that it 
'fl ould be free and la-;vful to the Prefbyterians 
' then refiding, or that {hould at any time 
' thereafter be refident in or near the afor€-
' faid ity of New York, in America, or others 
' joining with them, to convene, in the afore
' faid church, for the wor!hip of God in all the 
' parts thereof, and for the difpcnf .tion of all 
' golilel ordinances ; and genera11y to ufe and 
' occu )y the fai.d church and its appurtenance•, 
' fu 1y and freely in all times coming, they fup
' p 1 ting and maintaining the ed!tice and ap

' purtenances at their own charge.' 
~1r. Anderfon was ftlcceedt' I, in April 1727, 

by the Rev. Mr. Ebenezer Pemberton, under 
whofe incdfant labours the congregation greatly 
increafed, and was enabled to ereCt the prefent 
edifice in 1748. It is bullt offione, railed ofF 
from the ftrcet, is 8o feet long, anu in breadth 
6o. The fieeple, raifcd on the fouth-wefl: end, 
is in height 145 feet. In the front to the f\:reet, 
between two long windows, is a Latin infcription 
gilt, and cut in a black £late fix feet in 1ength. 

T'he French churc~1, by the contentions in 
1724, apd the difufc of the language, is now re
duced to an inconflderable handful. The build
ing is 'of ftone, nearly a fquare, plain both 
within and without. It is fenced from the fircet, 

~~~ has a fl:eeple and a bell, the latter of which wat 
k· the gift of Sir Henry Afshurft of London. 

1
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The German Lutheran churches are two. 

Both their places of worlhip are fmall : one of 
them has a cupola and be1I. • 

The Qyakers have a meeting-houfe, and the 
Moravians a chur.ch, confifiing principally of fe
male profelytes from other focietits: Their fer
vice is in the Englifh tongue. 

The Anabaptifrs affemble at a fmal1 meeting
houfl ; but have as yet no regular fettled congre
gation, The Jews, who are not inconfiderable
tor their numbers, worfhip in a fynagogue erect
ed in a very private part of the town, plain with
our, but very neat within. 

The-city hall is a fhong brick building, two 
fiories in heighth, in the lhape of an oblong, 
winged with one at each end, at right angles 
with the firfi. The floor below is an open walk, 
except two jails and the jailor's apartments. 
The cellar underneath is a dungeon, and the 
garret above a common pri[on. This edifice 
is ereCted in a place where four ftreets meet, 
and fronts, te the fouth-wefr, one of the mofl: 
fpacious fheets in town. The eafiern wing, in 
the fecond fl:ory, confifis of the affembly-cham
ber, a lobby, and a fmall room for the fpeaker 
of the houfe. The wefl: wing, on the fame 
floor, forms the council room and a library ; 
and in the fpace between the ends, the Supreme 
Court is ordinarily held. 

The library confifis of a thoufand volumes, 
which were bequeathed to the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gofpel in foreign Parts, 
by Dr. Millington, retl:or of Newington. Mr. 
Humphreys, the fociety's fecretary, in a letter 
of the 23J of September 1728, informed Go
vernor Montgomerie,, that the fociety intended 

to 
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to place thefe books in New York, intending to 
e!l:ablifh a library, for the ure of the clergy and 
gentlemen of this and the neighbouring govern-
ments of Co11netl:icut, N~w Jcrfey, and Pen-
fylvania, upon giving fecurity to return them ; 
and deftred the Governor to recommend it to 
the a[em bl y, to provide a place to repofit the 
books, and to concur in an aB: for the pr~ferva-
tion of them and others that might be added. 
Governor 1\t1ontgomerie fent the '""letter to the 
alfembly, who ordered it to be laid before the 
city-corporation; and the latter, in June I 729, 
agreed to provide a proper repofitory for the 
bovks, which were accordini!lY foon after fcnt 
over. The greateft part of them are upon thc
olot;ical fubjeB:s, and through the careleffnefs of 

the keepers many are miffing. 
In I 7 54, a fet of gentlemen undertook to 

carry about a fubfcription towards raifing a 
public librar.r, and in a few days collected near 
6ool. whtch were laid out in purchafmg about 
700 vo umes of new, weH chofen books. Eve
ry fubfcriber, upon payment gf sl. principal, 
and he annual fum of ICS. is entitled to the 
ufe of t 1efe books. His ri5ht by the articles is 
affig able, and for non-compliance with them 
may be forfeited. The care of this library is 
committed to twelve truf\:ees, annua ly eleetcd 
hy the ·ubfcribers, on the lafr Tuefday of April, 
who are reftriB.ed from making any rules re ug
nant to the fundamenta1 fubfcription. This is 
the beginning of a library, which in procefs of , 
time wil1 probably become vafi y rich and vo
luminous ; and it wou d be very piOper for the 
company to bave a charter for its {~curity and 
encou~ agement. rfhe boo ·s are cc oG.tcd in 
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the fame room with thofe given by the fo
cicty. 

Bcfides the city-hall, there belong to the cor
poration, a large alms-hou{e or place of correc
tion, and the exchange, in the latter of which 
there is a large room raifed upon brick-arches, 
generaJly ufed for public entertainments, con
certs of mufic, balls, and alfemblies. 

Though the city was put under the govern
ment of a Mayor, &c. in 166 5, it was not re
guHuly incorporated till 1686. Since that 
time fevcral charters have been palfed : the Iaft 
was granted by Governor lVlontgomerie on the 
J 5th of January I 7 30. • 

It is dtvidcd into feveri wards, and is under the 
government of a mayor, recorder, feven alder
men, and as many affifiants or common coun
<eilmcn. The mayor, a theriff, and coroner, 
are annually appointed by the Governor. The 
Recorder has a patent during pleafure. The 
aldermen, afiifiants, affeflors, anu collectors,. 

-are annually elected by the freemen and free
holders of the re4pctlive wards. The mayor 
has the foie. appointment of a deputy, and, toge· 
aher with four aldermen, may appoint a cham
berlain. The mayor, or recorder, four alder-

, men, and as many affiHants, form " The com
mon council of the city of New York;" and 
this body, by a majority of voices, hath power 
to make by-laws for the government of the ci
~y, which are 0111ding only for a year, unlefs 
c'oufirmcd by the governor and council. They 
ha·:e manv other privi!eg~s relating to ferriages~ 

1 markets, 'fairs, the affize of bre:d, wine, &c. 
and the licenfing and regulation of tavern-keep
trs, cartage, and the like. The mayor, his de

puty~ 



p ty ... the recorder, and Jdermen, <He confl:i tu
ed juO:ices of t 1e peace ; and may ho1 not only 
a cour of record once a week, to take cogni
zanc of all civil caufes, but alfo a court of ge
neral quarter-feffions of the peace. Tl ey ha\'e 
a common clerk, commiffion·cd by the gover-
nor, who enjoys an appointment worth abo t 
four or five hundred pounds per annum. The 
annual revenue of the corporation is near two 
thoufand pounds. The fianding militia of the 
ifiand confills of about 2300 men, and the 
city has in referve, a thoufand fiand of arms. 
for feamen, the poor and others, in cafe of at"l 

invafion. rrhe north eafrern part of New York ifiand 
is inhabited, principally by Dutch farmers, 
who 1 \'e a fm~ll village there calied Har1em, 
pleafantlyfit •. ted on a flat cultivated for the city-

markets. The pro·rince of New York is not fo popu-
lous as fome have imagined. Scarce a third 
part of it is under culti~ation. The colony f 
Conne£ icut, which is vaftly inferior to this ir 
its extent, cont ins, according to a late authen
tic enquiry, above 133,ooo inhabitants, and 
has a militia of 27,000 men; but the militia of 
New York, accox;ding to the general efiimatr,. 
does not exceed 18,ooo. 'fhe whole number 
of fouli is computed at IOo,ooo. 

Many have been the difcouragements to the 
fett~ement of this colony. The French and In
dian irruptions, to which we have always been 
expofed> have driven many families into New
Jerfey. At pome, the Britifh aas for the trai1f
portation of felons have brou ht all the 'Ame-

icil.U ,olonies into difcredit with the indu!l:rious. 
. ~l~ 
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and honefl: poor, both in the kingdoms of Great 
Britain and Ireland. The mifchievous tenden
cy of thofe laws was lhewn in a late paper, pu
bJi!hed in America, which it may not impro
per to lay before the reader. 

" It is too well known that in purfuance of 
divers acts of parliament, great numbe.cs of fel
lows who have forfeited th·.ir lives to the public, 
for the mofi atrocious crimes, are annualJy 
tranfported from home to thefe plantations. V e
ry furprifing one would think, that theives, bur
glars, pickpockets, and cut- purfes, and a herd 
of the moft flagitious banditti upon earth, fhould 
be fent as agreeable companions to us ! That 
the fupreme legiflcture did intend a tranf
portation to America, for a punifnment of thefe 
villains, I verily believe: but fo great is the 
mifiake, that, confident I am, they are thereby, 
on the contrary, highly rewarded. For what, 
in God's name, can be more agreeable to a pe
nurious wretch, driven through neceffity, to 
feek a livelihood by breakmg of houfes, and 
robbing upon the king's highway, than to be 
faved from the halter, redeemed from the fiencb 
of a goal, and tranfported, paffage-free, into a 
country, where, being unkns>wn, no man can 
reproach him with his crimes ; where labour is 
l1igh, a little of which will maintai!-1 him, and 
where all his expences will be moderate and low. 
'I'here is fcarce a thief in England, that would 
not rather be tranfported than hanged. Life fn 
any condition, but that of extreme mifery, will 
be preferred to death. As long, therefore, as 
there remains this wide door of efcape, the 
number of thieves and robbers at home will 
perpetually multiply, and their depredations be 
inceffantly reiterated. But 
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But the a&s were intended, ' for the better 
' peopling the colonies.' And will thie •es and 
murderers be C')nducive to that end? \Vhat ad
vantage can we reap from a colony of unrc
flrainable rene'?adoes ? will they exhalt the glory 
of the crown? or rather, will not the dignity of 
the moft il1ufrrious monarch in the world be 
fullied by a province of fubjeCls fo 1awlefs, deteC
table-, and ignominious? Can agriculture be 
promoted, when the ' wild boar of the foreft 
' breaks down our hedges, and pulls up our 
vines ? Will trade flouri£h, or manufaCture~ be 
encouraged, where property is made the {pail of 
fuch who are too idle to work, and wicked 
enough to murder and fi:eal ? 

Beiide., are ve not fubjetl:s of the !ame king 
with the people of Et gland; men hers of the 
fame body p litic, and therefore eri\itled to equal 
privileges with 11tm? lf fo, how :njurious does 
it feem to free orie p"rt of the dormn10ns, from 
the ?1 gue~ of man ind, and c. {t. thtm upon 
anot'1er? Should a l;nv be propofed to take the 
poor of one pariih, and billet them upon another, 
would not all the world, but the parifh to * be 
relieved, exclai1n againft fuch a projo 9, as ini- . 
quitous and abfu: i? Should the numberlefs vil
lains of London and vVeftmin!ter be fuffered to 
efcape from their prilons, to range at large and 
depredate any '>thcr part of d1e kincrdom, would 
not every man join vim the fufrerers, and con
demn the meaft11e as 11:-ird anJ u~ucafr,nable? 
And thou~)1 the har (llips u•Jon u.:; are 'ndeed 
notequal to thofe,yett.; c ;fe i' ::.th t {b ir<J m 

laws, byn mean., int..:-nuc 1 

heavy no~ tf, oe f ·h. 
peopled. Agreed : 

, 
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aCl:s ever have that tendency ? No, they wcrk 
the contrary way, and counteraCt their own de
fign. We want people 'tis true, but not villains, 
ready at any time, encouraged by impunity, 
and habituated upon the flightefi: occafions, to 
cut a man's throat for a fmall part of his pro
perty. The delights of fuch company is a no
ble inducement, indeed, to the honefi: poor, to 
convey themfelves into a firange country. A
midfl: all our plenty, they will have enough to 
exercife their virtues, and fi:and in no need of the 
affociation of fuch as will prey upon their pro
perty, and gorge themfclves with the blood of 
the adventures. They came over in fearch of 
happinefs ; rather than :il:arve will live any where, 
and would be glad to be excufed fro·h fo afflict
ing an antepart of the torments of hell. In reali
ty, Sir, thefe very laws, though otherwife de
figned, have turned out in the end, the mofr 
effetl:ual exped-iments, that the art of man could 
• ave contrived , to prevent the fettlement of thefe 
remote parts of the King's dominions. T .q 
have actually taken away almofi every encou
ragement to fo laudable a defign. I appeal to 
fatts. The body of the Englifh are firuck with 
terror at the thought of coming over to us, not 
becaufe they have a vaft ocean to crofs, or leave 
behind them their friends, or that the country is 
new and uncultivated; but from the !hocking 
ideas, the mind muft neceffarily form, of the 
company of inhuman favages, and the more ter
rible herd of exiled malefaBors. There are 
thoufands of honefr men, labouring in Europe, 
at four, pence a day, ftarving in fpite of all their 
efforts, a dead weight to the refpective parifhes 
to which they belong; who, without any other 

q_ualifications 



qualifications than com~on fenfe, health, and 
ftrength, might accumulate efiates among us, 
as many have done already. Thefe, and not the 
others, are the men that fhould be fent over, 
for the better peopling the plantations. Great 
Britain and Ireland, in their prefent circum · 
fiances, are overfiocked with tbem; and he who 
would immortalize himfclf, for a lover of man
kind, fuould concert a fcheme for the tranfporta
tion of the indufirioufiy honefr abroad, and the 
immediate puniil1ment of rogues and plunderers 
at home. The pale-faced, 1 alf-clad, meagre, 
and frarved fkeletons, that are feen in every vil
lage of thofe kingdoms, call loudly for the pa
triot's generous aid. The plantations too would 
thank him for his affifrance, in obtaining the re
peal of thofe laws which, though other wife intend
ed by the legifiaturc, have fo unhappily proved 
injurious to his own cou.ntry, and ruinous to us. 
It is not long fmce a bill pafH:d the commons, for 
the employment of fuch criminals in his l\1ajefiy's 
docks, a fuou\d merit the gallows. The defi·gn 
wal' good. It is cot.1fifrent with found policy, that 
t>.ll thofe who have forfeited their liberty and lives 
to their country, fuould be compelled to labour the 
refidue of their days in its fervice. But the fcheme 
was bad, and wifely was the bill rejeB:ed by the 
Lords, for this only reafon, that it had a natural 
tendency to difcrcdit the King's Yards; the con
fequences of which muft have been prejudicial to 
the whole nation. J uft fo ought we to reafon 
in the prefent cafe, and we fr ... Juld then foon be 

' brought to conclude, that though peopling the 
<·olonics, which wa~ the lauda le motives of the 
legifiature, be expedient to the publick, a
brogating the tranfportation-laws muft be e-

ua ly necdfary~ The· 



Y OR 

The bigotry and tyranny of fome of the Go
vernors, together with the great extent of their 
grants, may alfo be confidered among the dif
couragcments againft the full fettlement of the 
province. Mofi: of thefe gentlemen coming 
over with no other view than to 1 aife their own 
fortunes, iffued extravagant patents, charged 
with fmall quit-rents, to fuch, as were able to 
ferve them in the affembly; and thefe patentees 
being generally men of efiates, have rated their 
lands fo exorbitantly high, that very few poor 
perfons could either purchafe or leafe them. 
Add to all thefe, the New England planters have 
always been difaffeCled to the Dutch, nor was 
there, after the furrender, any foreign acceffion 
from the Netherlands. The province being thu~ 
poorly inhabited, the price of labour became fo 
enorrnoufiy enhanced, that they have been con
Hraineu to import negroes from Africa, who are 
employed in all kinds offervitude and trades.' 

Englifh is the mofi prevailing language 
in New York, but not a little corrupted by 
tl~e Dutch dialeCt, which is flill fo much ufed 
in fome counties, that the fheriffs find it difficult 
ro obtain perfons fufficiently acquainted with the 
Englifh tongue, to ferve as jurors in the courts 
of law. · 

1~he manners of the people differ as weJl as 
their language. In Suffolk and Q9een's county, 
the firft fettlers of which were eitl1er natives of 
England, or the immediate de(cendants of fuch 
as begun the plantations in the eaHern colonies, 
their cufioms are fimilar to thoft.: p1 evailing in the 
Engli(h counties, fi"om whence they originally 
fprang. In the city of New York, through 
their intercourfe with the Europeans, they fol-

low 
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low the London fa{hions ; thou h by the time 
they adop~ them, they become difufcd in Eng~ 
land. Their affluence, during the late war, in .. 
traduced a degree of luxury in tables, dre s, and 
furniture, with which hey were befo e ·nac
quainted. But fiill.,they are not fo g0y a people, 
as their•neighbours in Bofion and feve ral < f the 
fouthern colonies. The Du eh counties, in 
fame meafure, follow th example -;f rew
York, but frill retain many modes p~c 1liar to 

the Hollanders. 
The city of New York confifl.s princip,l11y 

of merchants, fuopke pers, and tl adrt"n1eP., who 
fufiain the reputa tion of punB:ual a' d fair d, · l
ers. W1th refpe6t to riches, there is not fo 

· great an inequali y amN gft them, as is com
mon in Bofion am1 fa me other place:-. Every 
man of indui 1 y and int grity h as it in his power 
to live well, and many ar tne infrJnces of 
perfons, who came here ddl•·t;ffcd by their 
poverty, who now enjoy eafy and plentiful 

fortunes. 
New· York is 0ne of the nofr focial places on 

the continent. The men collec thcmfelvcs in
to weekly evenin, -clubs. The ladies, in winter, 
are frequently entertained either at concerts of 
mufick or affemblies, and make a very good ap
pearance. They are comely and drefs well, 
and fcarce any of them have di!torted fuapes. 
Tinetur'd with a Dutch education, they ma
nage their families with becoming padimony, 
good providence, and fingular neatnefs. The 
praCtice of extravagant gaming, common to the 
fafhionable part of the fair fcx, in fome places, 
is a vice with which they cannot ju!lly be charged: 
"fhere is nothing they fo generally neglect as 

reading, 
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reading, and indeed all the arts for the improve
ment of the mind, in which the men have fct 
them the example. They are modeft, temperate, 
and charitable; naturally fprightly, fenfible, 
and good-humoured ; and, by the helps of a 
more e]~vated ~ducation, would pofTefs all the 
accor.1pliihments defirahle in the fex. Their 
fchools are in the lowefl: orders; the infiructors 
want infiruttion, and through a long ihameful 

· neglect of all the arts and fciences, the common 
fpeech is extremely corrupt ; and the evidences 
of a bad tafl:e, both as to thought and language, 
are vif1ble in their proceedings, publick and 
private. 

The people, both in town and country, are 
fober, induftrious, and hofpitable, though intent 
llpon gain. The richer fort keep very plentiful 
tables, · abounding with great variety of flelh, fifu, 
fowl, and all kinds of vegetables.- The common 
drinks are beer, cyder, weak punch, and Ma
deira wine. For defert they have fruits in vaft 
plenty, of different kinds and various fpecies. 

Gentlemen of efiates rarely refide in the coun
try, hence few or no experiments have yet 
been made in agriculture. The farms being 
large, the hu.fbandmen, for that reafon, have 

· little recourfe to art for manuring and im
proving1their lands ; but it is faid, that nature has 
furni!hed them with fufficient helps, whenever 
ncceffity calls for their ufe. It is much owing 
to the difproportion between dte number of the 
inhabitants, and the vaft traCts ramaining frill 
to be fettled, that they have not, as yet, enter
ed upon fcarce any other manufactures, than 
fuch as are indifpenfibly neceffi1ry for their home 
co~venience, Felt-making, which is perhaps 

the 
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the moft natural of rny they could fall upon, 
was begun fome years ago, and hats were ex
ported to the W ei1:-lndies with great fuccefh till 
lately prohibited by an aCt of parliament. 

'I' he inhabitants of this colony are in general 
healthy and robufl:, taller but fhorter lived than 
Europeans, and, both with reipeel to their minds 
and bodies, arrive fooner ta an age of maturity. 
Brca hing a feren dry a=r, they arc more 
fprightly in their natural tempers than the people 
of England, and hence infiances of fuicidc ~re 
here very Ullcommon. few phyftcians fettled 
in New York are eminent for their fKill. 
~acks abound like locuils in Egypt, and 
too many have recommended themfelves t? 
a full praelice and prof.table fubfifience. Th1s 
is the lefs to ne wondered at, as the profcffion 
is under no kind of regulation. Loud as the call 
is, they h ve no law to proteCt the lives of the 
King's fubjetls from the malprat\:ice of" pre
tenders. Any man at his pleafure fets up for 
phyfician, apothecary, and chirurgeon. No can
didates arc either examined or licenfcd, or even 
fworn to fair praCtice. 

The fituati'on of New York, with refppct to fo-
reign markets, is to be preferred to any of our co
lonies. It lies in the cent er of the Britifh planta
tions on the continent, has at all time3 a {hm t eafy 
accefs to the ocean, and commands almoft the 
whole trade ofConnet\:icut and New Jerfey, two 
fertile and well cultivated colonies. _The projecti-

, on of cape Cod into the Atlantic:k renders the 
navigation from the -former to Bofion, at fome 
feafons, extremely perilous ; and fometimes the 
coafters are driven oft~ and compelled to winter 

in 
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in the Weil:-Indies. But the conveyance to 
New-York, from the eafl:-ward through the 
Sound, is fhort and unexpofed to fuch dangers. 
Philadelphia receives as little advantage frcJm 
New-Jerfey, as Bofion from Connecticut, be
caufe the only rivers which roll through that 
province, dilembogue not many miles from the 
very city ofNew York. Several attempts have 
been made to raite Perth Amboy into a trad
ing port,_ but hitherto it has proved to be an un
feaflble project. New-York, all thing::; confider
ed, has a much better fituation, and were it 
otherwife, the city is become too rich and con-

. fiderable to be eclipfed by any other town in 
its neighbourhood. 

The meichants are compared to a hive of bees, 
who indu{hioully gather honey for others. The 
profits of their trade center chieRy in Great 
Britain; and for that r.eafon, amoug others, 
they ought always to receive the generous aid 
and proteCtion of their mother-country. In the 
traffick with other places, the balance is almoft 
confiantly in their favour. Their exports to the 
'VVefi-Indies are bread, peafe, rye-meal, Indian 
cot n, apples, onions, boards, fiaves, horfes, 
fheep, butter, cheefe, pickled oyfiers, beef, 
and pork. Flour is alfo a main article, of which 
there is !hipped 4bout 8o,ooo berrels per annum. 
To prefcrve the credit of this important branch 
of their fiaple, t .cy have a .... ood law, appoint
ing officers to in~oect znd brand every cafk be
fore its exportation. The returns are chiefly rum, 
fugar, and mola:ffes, exeept calli from Curacoa, 
and when m~des, from the Spanith main, arc 
ordered to Ja£~1aica, -and the \Vindward illands, 
\\ hich are generaJJ y exchanged for their natural 

produce, 
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produce, for they receive but little calli fro 
- the Englifh Hlands. The balance againfi them 

would be much more in their favour, if the indul
gence to their fugar-colonies did not enable 
them to fell their produce at a hi~her rate than 
either the Dutch or French i!lands. 

The Spaniards commonly contraa for pro-
vifions, with merchants in this and the colony 
of Pcnfilvania, very much to the advantage 
both of the contractors and the public, becaufe 
the returns are wholly in ca!h. Their wheat, 
flour, Indian corn, and lumber {hipped to L\f
bon and Madeira, balance the Madeira wine 

imported here. 
The logwood trade to the bay of Honduras 

is very confiderable, and wac; pu!hcd by the 
merchants with great bold 1ef." in the mofr dan
gerous times. The exportation of flax-feed to 
Ireland is of late vet y lUCh increafed. Between 
the 9th of D '< ~mber I 7 55, and the 23d of 
February following .. were fhipped off 12,528 
hogfheads . In re urn tor this article, linens are 
imported .md bills of cxch ng~ dr wn, in fa
vour of En ·land, to pay for l e dry goods they 
purchafe there. L )gwood is re mitt d to the 
Engliih merchants tor the fame purpofe. 

'rhe fur-trade oufbht not to be pa1Te over in 
filence. The building of Ofvvego has conduced, 
more than any thing elfe, to the prefervation of 
this trade. Peltry of all kinds is purch fed with 
rum, ammunition, blankets, il:rouds, a d wam
pum, or conque-ihell bugles. 

Their importation of dry goods from England 
is fo vafrly great, that they ne oblised t) be
take the.nfelvcs to all poffible arts, to m k re
mittances to the EnglHh merchants. It is for 

this 
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this purpofe they import cotton from St. Tho .. 
mas's and Surinam ; lime-juice :md Nicaragua 
wood from Curacoa; and logwood from the 
bay, &c. and yet_it drains-them of all the filver 
and gold they can collect. It is computed, that 
the annual amount of the goods purchafed by 
this colony in Great Britain is in value not lets 
than IOo,ooo l. frerling ; and the . fum would 
be much greater if a flop was put to ,all ciande
:llirie trade. England is, doubtlefs, entitled to 
all their fuperfluities; becaufe their general in
tereil:s are clofely connected, and her navy is 
their principal defence. On this account, the 
trade with Hamburgh and Holland for duck, 
chequered linen, Oznabrigs, cordage, and tea, 
is certainly, upon the whole, impolitic :and un
reafonable; how much foever it may conduce 
to advance the interefis of a few merchants, or 
this particular colony. 

By what meafures this contraband trade may 
be effeCtually obfhucted is hard to determine, 
though it well deferves the attention of a Bri
tilh parliament. Increafing the number of cuf
tom-houfe officers will be a remedy worfe than 
the difeafe. Their falaries would be an addi
tional charge upon the public ; for if we argue 
from their conduct, we ought not to prefume 
upon their fidelity. 'rhe exclufive right of the 
Ea!f-India company to import tea, while the 
colonies puachafe it of foreigners 30 per cent. 
cheaper, mufi be very prejudicial to the nation. 
The people of New York, both in town and 
country, are gone into the habit of tea-drink
ing; and it is fuppofed they confume of this 
commodity in value near Io,ooo l, fierling per 
annum. 

Some 
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Some are of opinion that the fi{hery of fiur 

geons, which abound in Hudfon's river, might 
be improved much to the advan•age of the co
lony ; and that, if proper meafures were con
certed, much profit would arife from {hip-build
ing and naval fiores. It is certain they have 
timber in vaft plenty, oak, white and black 
pines, fir, locufi, red and white mulberry, and 
cedar ; and perhaps there is no foil on the 
globe, fitter for the production of hemp than the 
low lands in the county of Albany. With re
gard to iron ore, a neceifary article, we fhall add 
an extraCt from the Independant RefleCtor, a 
paper lately publi{hed in America. 

' It is generally believed, that this pro\'ince 
abounds with a variety of minerals. Of iron 
in particult\r we have fuch plcmy, 2s to be ex
celled by no country in the world of equal ex
tent. It is a metal of intrinfic value beyond 
any other, and preferable to the purefi gold. 
The former is converted into numberlefs forms, 
for as many indifpenfible ufes ; the latter, for 
its portablenefs and icarcity, is only fit for a me
dium of trade: but iron is a branch of it, and 
I am perfuaded will, one time or other, be one 
of the. moft valuable articles of our commerce. 
Our annual exports to Bofion, Rhode-lfiand 
and ConneCticut, fince the late---aCt of· parlia
ment, to England, are far from being inconfi
dcrable. The bodies of iron ore in the nor
thern parts of this province are fo many, their 
quality fo good, and their fituation .. fo conve
nient, in refpeB: of wood, water, hearth-from·, 
proper fluxes, and carriages, for furnaces, 
bloomeries, and fotges, that with a litt1e atten
tion we might very toon rival the Swedes in tl:e-

3 produce 
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produce of this article. If any American at-
tempts in iron works hav.: roved ,abortive 
and difappointed their underta ~ it is not t~ 
be imputed either to the quali y o tbe ore, or a 
defeCt of conveniencies. The wan t of work
men, and the villainy of thofe w ge .erally 
have, are the only caufes to whictJ we 11.t!t at
tribute fuch mifcarriages. No man, who l.as · 
been concerned in them, will difagree with me, 
if I affert, that from the founder of the furnace 
to the me<tnefl: bankfm, n or jobber, they are 

· ufually low, profligate, drunken, and faithle'fs; 
and yet, unda all the ir nameraule difadvan
tages of fuch in(humen ~ , very large efiates 
have, in this way, been rai!cd in fome of our 
colonies. Our fuccers, therefore, in the iron 
manufa&ory, is obD:ruCled and difcouraged by 
the want of workmen, .and the high price of la
bour, its necefiary con(equence, and by thefe 
alone : but it is our happinefs, that fuch only 
being the caufe, the means of redrefs are en
tirely in our own hands. Nothing mor-e is 
wanting to open a vaft fund of riches to the 
province, in this branch of trade, than. the im
portation of foreigners. If our merchants and 

,Janded gentlemen could be brought to a coali
tion in this defign, their Rrivate interefis would 
not be better advanced by it, than the public 
emolument ; the latter in particular, would 
thereby vafily improve their land~, increa!e the 
number, and raife the rents or tneir tenants. 
And I cannot but think, that. if thole gentlemen, 
who are too inactiye to engage in fuch an enter
prife, woul~ only be at the p lins of drawing up 
full reprefentations of their advantc~ges for iron 
Wdrks, and of publifhing thet. from time to 

2. time 
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time in Great-Britain, Ireland, Germany, and 
Sweden, the province would foon be fupplied 
with a fufficient number of capable workmen iJi 
all the branches of that manufactory.' 

The money ufed in this province is filver, 
gold, Britilh half-pence, and bills of credit. To 
counterfeit either of them is felony without be
nefit of clergy ; but none except the latter, 
and Lyon dollars, are a legal tender. Twelve 
half- pence, till lately, paffed for a £billing; 
which being much beyond their value in any of 
the neighbouring colonies, the affembly, in 
1753, refolved to proceed, at their next meet
ing, after the firfi of May enfuing, to the con
fideration of a method for afcertaining their va
lue. A fet of gentlemen, in number feventy
two, took the advantage of the difcredit that re
folve put upon copper half-pence, and, on the 
2.2il of December, fubfcribed a paper, enga
ging not to receive or pafs them, except at the 
rate of fourteen coppers to a fhilling. This gave 
rife to a mob, for a few days, among the lower 
clafs of people; but fame of them being impri
foned, the fcheme was carried into execution; 
and cllablifhed in every part of the province, 
without the aid of a law. Their paper-bilis, 
which are iffued to fcrve the exigencies of the 
government, were at firll cqu~l to an ounce of 
filver, then valued at eight {ballings. Before the 
late Spani!h war, filver and gold were in great 
demand to make remittances for European 
goods, and then the bills funk, an ounce of fil
ver being worth nine £billings and three pence. 
During the war, the credit of their bills was 
well fupported, partly by the number of prizes 
taken by their privateers, and the hi~h price of 

VoL. Ill. Q.. - their 
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heir produce abroad ; and partly by: the Jog
wood trade, and the depreciation of the New4 
England paper-money, which gave theirs a free 
circulation. through the eafiern colonies. Since 
the war, filver has been valued at about nine! 

illings and two-pence an ounce, and is do•bt· 
lefs fixed there, till their impo-rts exceed what 
they export. To affifl: his majefty for removing 
the late encroachments of the French, they 
have iifued 8o,ooo 1. to be funk in lliort periods, 
·by a tax on eftates real and perfonal ; and the 
whole amount of their paper-currency is thought 
to be about 16o,ooo I. 

Never was the trade of this province in fo 
flourifhing a condition, as at the latter end of 
the late French war. Above twenty privateers 
were often out of this port at a time ; and they 
were very fuccefsful in their captures. Provi· 
fions, which are their flaple, bore a high price 
in the W efi-Indies-. The French, difircffed 
through the want of them, gladly rece\ved.their 
flags of truce, though fometimes they had but ' 
one or two prifoners on board, becaufe they 
were always loaded with flour, beef, pork, and 
fuch like commodities. rfhe danger their own 
veffels were expofed to, induced them to fell 
their fugars at a very low rate. A trade was at 
the fame time carried on b,etween Jamaica and 
the Spaniili Main, which opened a fine market 
to the northern colonies, and the returns were 
principally in calli. It was generally thought, 
that if the war ~ad continued, the greatefi part 
of the produce of the Spanifh and French fettle
ments in the Wefl-Indies would have been 

' tranfported to Great-Britain, through fome one 
or 
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or otller or her colonies ; whence we may fair
ly argue their prodigious importance. 

This colony, as a part of the king's domini
ons, is fubjeCl: to the controul of the Britilh par
liament, but its more immediate government is 
ve!l:ed in a governor, council, and general affem-
bly. 

The governors in chief, who are always ap-
pointed by the king's commiffion under the 
great feal of Great-Britain, enjoy a va!l: pleni ... 
tude of power, as may be feen in their patents~ 
which are nearly the fame. 

'I'he infhuB:ions received with the commif
fion, are explanatory of the patent, and regu
late the governor's conduct on almofi every com
mon contingency. 

The falary generally granted to the gover-
, nor by the infiruCl:ions is 1200 I. fierling out of 

the revenues here; but that being an infuflicient 
fund, the affembly, in lieu of it, give him annu
a11y I s6o 1. currency. The pcrquifites perhaps 
amount to as much more. 

This office was formerly very lucrative, but' 
becomes daily lefs conftderable, becaufe almoft 
all the valuable traCts of lands are already taken 
up. 

The coun-cil, when fuH, confifts of twelve 
members appointed b:i the king1s mandamu!t 
and fign manual. All their privileges and 
powers are contained in the inftruetions. They 
are a privy council to the governor, in acts of 
civil government ; and take the fame oath ad
minifiered to the king's council in England. 
The tenure of their places is extremely preca
rious, and yet their influence upon the public 
mea.fu7Wes very con!iderable. In the grant of al1 

Q. 4 patents 
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patents the governor is bound to confult themJ 
and regularly they cannot pafs the feal without 
their advice. 

They enjoy a legiflative power, as the lords 
do in parliament ; and exercife alfo judicial au
thority upon writs of error and appeals. They 
are convened by the governor, and he is a1wa"·s 
prefent when they fit as a court or privy coun
cil, ~vhich is ordinarily at the Fort. In their 
leiitlative capacity they meet without the gover
nor, and always at the city-hall. They fit ac
cording to their feniority, and the e1deft member 
prefent is fpeaker of the houfe. ln a committee 
the chairman has no voice. They cannot vote 
by proxy, but have the privilege of entering 
their difTent, and the reafons at large, on their 
minutes. Their proceedings are very ~forma], 
and in many refpetl:s they imitate the example 
of the lords. Their meifages to the alfembly 
are carried by one of their own members, and 
the houfe always rifes at his entrance, and re
ceives them !landing. The council never pu
blilh their legi!lative minutes, but the affembly 
always print their own votes, nor do either of 
thefe houfes permit fhangers to be prefent at 
their conve:-ttions. 

A counfellor's title is The Honourable. They 
ferve his majefiy without falaries. The bufi-

4 nefs of the privy council board .is of late very 
much increafed, and never had fo great weight 
in the colony as at prefent; which is much ow
jn~ to the king's calling lawyers of reputation 
to the affiftance of his governors. 
t The general affembly confifts of twenty~feven 
Teprefentatives chofen by the peoplt, in purfu .. 

an cc: 
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anre of a writ of fummons, iffued by the go
vernor. 

At the day appointed for their appearance, fuch 
as are elected convene themfelves at the affembly
chamber, in the city of New-York; and, by the 
clerk of the houfe, inform the Governor of their 
meeting. If they are above thirteen in number,. 
fome perfons (generally the judges of the fu
preme court) are fent to the affembly-chamber, 
empowered by a commi.ffion to take their oaths 
and fubfcriptions. They are then called before 
his Excellency, who recommends their choice 
of a fpeaker. For that purpofe they again retire~ 
and conduct the per!on they elect into the chair, 
which is feated at the upper end of a long table. 
After that he is prefented to his Excellency, in 
the council-chamber; and upon his approbation 
of their choice, which is of courfe, the fpeaker 
addreffes himfelf to the Governor, •nd in be
half of the houfe prays, ' That their words and 

· actions may have a favourable conjhutlion,. 
that the members may have free accefs to him, 
and they and their fervants be privileged with a 
freedom from arrefl:s.' The Governor, after 
promifing thefe things on his part, reads his 
fpeech to both houfes; and, at the requefi of 
the fpeaker, delivers a copy for the ufe of the 
affembly. 

vV e need not enlarge upon the cufioms . of 
the general aifembly, for they take the practice of 
the Briti!h houfe of commons for their model, 
and vary from them in but very few inil:ances. 
Money~bills. are not returned to them by the 
council-board, as the lords do to the commons ;. 
and yet the reafons for this practice are much 
fironger there than at hem e. When the Gover-

3 nor 
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nour paff'es the bills fent up to him, both houfes 
are prefcnt in the council-chamber. It is then 
cufl:omary for him to afk the advice of his coun
cil with refpe8 to every bill, and he figns 
them at the foot after thefe words. ' I affent to 
this bill, enaCting the fame, and order it to be 
enrolled,' After that the acts are publifhed in 
the open fheet, near the city-hall ; hi3 Excel .. 
lency and the two houfes being prefent. 

The continuance of the affemblies was un
limited, till the political firuggles, which took rife 
in tvh. Co!by's admifiration, forced Mr. CJarke, 
who fucceeded him, to pafs the aa refl:ri8-
ing them to three years; but this was repealed by 
the King, and a feptennial law enacted foon after 
the arrival of Governor Clinton.,.. which is frill 
in full force. 

No colony upon the continent has formerly 
fuffered more than New- York, in the opinion of 
the King's rninifters. This has been owing to 
the ill impreffions made by their Governors, 

• who are fcarce ever difengaged from difputes 
with the Lower Houfe. The reprefentatives, a
greeable to the general fenfe of their confii
tuents, are tenacious in their opinion, that the in
habitants of this colony are entitled to all the
privileges of Englilhmen ; that they have a
right to participate in the legiflative power, and 
that the feffion of affemblies here, is wifely fub
ftituted infiead of a reprefentation in parliament, 
which, all things confidered, would, at this re
mote difiance, be extremely inconvenient and 
dangerous. 1""he Governors, on the other 
hand, in general, entertain political fentiments 
of a quite different nature. All the immunities 
they enjoy) according to them, not only flow from,. 

but 
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hut abfolu~ely depend upon, the mere grace and 
will of the crown. It is eafy to conceive, that 
contentions ,mnft naturally attend fuch a contra
di.~Hon of fentiment3. ·rvlofi of tneir difputes · 
however relate to the fupport of government. 
Before Lord Corn bury's embezz1ements, the re
venue was efiablifhed for a long period, ~ut af
terwards reduced to a few years. The vtolent 
meafures in ~r. Coiby's time led the affembly 
to the fcheme of an annual provifion. rfhe[e 
are the words of that mucb~famcd addrefs of the 
houfe, to Lieutenant Governor Clarke, on the 
of ~eptember 1737, previous to the change. • 

' The true caufes of the deficiency of the re
venue, we believe are too well known to your 
Honour, to make it neceffary for us to fay much 
on that head. Had the confpicuous loyalty of the 
inhabitants of this province met \.vith a fuitable 
treatment in return, it is not unl1kely but we 
fhould flOW be weak enOUO'h to aCt like others 
before us, in beino laviih b~yond our abilities, 
and raifing fums u~neceifary to be given ; and 
continued the donation, like them, for a longer 
time than what was convenient for the fafety of 
the inhabitants: but experience has {hewn the im
prudence of fuch a conduc.t, and the miferable 
condition to which the province is reduced,. ren
ders the raifing of large f urns very difficult, tf not 
impratlicable. We therefore beg leave to be plain 
with your Honour, and hope you will not take 
it amifs, when we tell you, that yo~ are not to 
expeCt, that we either will raife fums unfit to be 
raifed; or put what we £hall raife into the power 
of a Governor to mifapply, if we can prevent it : 
nor {hall we make up any other defic" encies, than 
' h(lt we.conceive are fit and jufi to be paid; or 

continue 
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continue what fupport or revenue we lhall ra.ife, 
for any longer time than one year. Nor do we 
think it convenient to do even that, until fuch 
laws are pafled, as we conceive neceffary for the 
fafety of the jnhabitants of this colony, wh-o 
have repofed a trufi in us for that only purpofe; 
and which we are fure you will think it reafon
able we ihould atl: agreeable to, and by the 
grace of God we will endeavour not to de
ceive them.' 

The fentiments of this addrefs fiill prevail a
mong the people, and therefore the fuccefs o( 
the prefent folicitatiom for a permanent, indefi
nite fupport will probably be in vain. 

The matter has been often -litigated with great 
fervency on both fides, and the example of the 
Britilb parliament urged as a precedent for their 
imitation. 'ro this it is anf~ered, that the pJr
ticular Hate of thi~ province differs fo widdy 
from that of their mother-country, that they 
ought not in this refpeCl: to follow the cu!lom of 
the commons. Their confiitution, as fome 
obferve, is fo imperfeCt: in numberlefs tn
flances, that the rights of the people lie, even 
now, at the mere mercy of their Governors; 
and granting a perpetual fupport, it is thought, 
would be in reality little lefs than the lofs of 
every thing dear to them. 

It muf.l be confdfed that many plaufible argu
ments may be affigned in fupport of the jealoufy 
of the houfe. A Governor has numberlefs op
portunities, not proper to be mentioned, for in
vading the rights of the people, and infuperable 
difficulties would neceffarily attend all the means 
of redrefs. 

By 
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13y gradual advances, at feafonable junClures, 

they might have introduced fuch amendment~, 
as would at this day have efiabliihed a found and 
well fortified political frame : but through their 
utter n'egle8 of education, the ancient afiemblies 
confifted of plain, illiterate huibandmen, whofe 
views feldom extended farther than to the regu
lation of highways, the defl:ruCtion of wolves, 
wild cats, and foxes, and the advancement of 
the other little interefis of the particular counties 
which they were chofen to reprefent. 

ZAC 

ZA C ATEC AS, a province in New Spain, 
bounded by New Bifcay on the north ; by 

Panuco on the eaft; Mechoacan, Guaealajara, 
and Chiametlan, on the iouth; and ·by part of 
Chiametlan and Culiacan on the weft. It is 
well inhabited, and abounds with large villages. 
Part of it lies in the temperate, and part in 
the torrid zone ; it is about a hundred leagues in 
length, and forty-five in breadth. The wefiern 
part of it is an arid traCt, and would not be in
habited, were it not for the mines, which are 
reckoned the richefi: in America ; but the eaflern 
part abounds with corn, and fruits of various 
kinds, and its forefis are full of deer. 

ZAcET ACAS, the capital of the above pro
vince, fituated under the tropic of Cancer, 
40 leagues north of Guadalajara, and 8o north
weft of Mexico, Its garrifon confifts of a thou-
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{and men, and there are about eight hundred fa. 
milies of flaves who work in the mines, and per
form other laborious works for their Spanifh 
mafiers. Lat. 23. 29. N. long. 103. 20. W. 

ZACATULA, a fmall port-town of the pro
vince of Mechoacan, :fituated at the mouth of 
a river of the fame name, on the coafr of the 
Pacific ocean. Lat. I7· 22. N. long. 104. 

5s. W. 
' -\MORA, a city of Peru, in S. America 

200 miles fouth of ~ito. It · is pretty large: 
and the houfes well-built of timber and fi:one. 
The church and convent of Dominicans are 
both elegant flructures. There are feve;al· gold 
mines in the neighbourhood of the city, but 
few of them worked. Lat. 4· 10. S. long. 

77· 5· W. 
ZELANDIA. See SuRINAM. 
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