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T H E 

MERICAN GAZETTEE 

GAt; 

AB RI EL, ST. an ifland in the 
great river de la Plata, in the empire 
of Peru, belonging to South America. 
It was difcovered by Sebafiian Cabot 

ill the year I 5'26. 
G ABO RI, BAy OF' is fituated on tne s. E. 

<:oaft of Cape Breton, in North America. 
The entrance into it, which is 20 leagues from 
he lfles of St. Pierre, is a league in breadth, 

and lying between iflands and rocks. To every 
one of the former, veffcls may approach very ' 
near; fome fi:retch thetnfelves into the fea about 
a league and a half. The depth of this bay in­
land is two leagues, and here is good anchorage. 

GALETTE, LA, a neck of land in the river St. 
Laurence, belonging to Canada in North Ame­
rica. From the point oppofite to l'ifle de Montreal 
a road might be made to Galctte, by which 
means 40 leagues of navigation would be avoided, 
which the water-falls render almofl: impraCl:ica­
bie, and always very tedious. The land about 
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GAL 
h Galette is very good ; and in two days time a. 
bark may fail from la Gaiette to Niagara with 
a good wind. La Galette is a league and a 
half above the fall called les Galots. 

G ALOT'S, a water-fall fo called, which lies in 
the river St. Laurence in Canada, in North 
America. It is the lafl: of the cafcades here. 
Betwixt the neck of land la Galette and les Ga­
lo.ts is an admirable country, and no where can 
be feen finer forefis. 

G ALOTS, L'ISLE Aux, an ifland in the river of 
St. Laurence in Canada, in North America. It 
is fituated three leagues beyond l'ifle aux Chev· 
res~ in lat. 43· 33· N. 

GALLAPAGo, IsLANDs oF, a great number 
of fmall uninhabited iflands in the Pacific ocean, 
lying under and on both fides of the equator. 
The eafl:ermofi is about I 1 o leagues from the 
Terra Firma, or Main, that is in long. 8 5· W. 
from London: and the others between that and 
long. 90. W. Here lhips frequently refit, and 
take in water and provifions : but the Spaniards 
have never fent any colonies thither; yet they, 
being the fidl: difcoverers, report them to be very 
numerous, ftretching N. E. from the line as far 
as 5 degrees N. but Dampier fays he faw not 
not above 14 or I 5· Some of them are 7 or 8 
leagues long~ and 3 or 4 broad ; mofi of them 
being flat and even a- top : 4 or 5 of the eafter­
moft are rocky, barren, and hilly, producing 
neither tree, herb, nor grafs, only a few dildo .. 
trees, except by the fea -fide. 'rhe dildo is a 
large prickly Ouub, growing about 1 o or 12 feet 
high without fruit or le:lf. From the root to the 
top it is as large as a man's leg, and full of lharp 
prickles, growing in thick rows from top ~o bot-
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GAL 
tom ; but it is good for nothing, not fo much a• 
to burn. In fome places, clofe by the fea, grow 
bullies of burton-wood, which is very goOll 
fuel. This lafi: fort of wood is to be met with 
in many places of the \Veil: Indies, efpecially 
Campeachy-bay and the Samballoes. Dampier 
fays he faw none in the South-Seas but here. 
On thefe barren ifiands water is found in ponds 
and holes among the rocks. Some others of 
thefe ifiands are more plain and low, and the 
foil more fertile, producing trees of feveral forts 
unknown in Europe. Some of the wefrermofl: 
of the[e ifiands are 9 or 10 leagues in length, and 
6 or 7 in breadth, with a deep and black mould. 
Thefe produce trees of large tall bodies, efpe­
cially mammee-trees, which grow here in large 
groves. The mammee is a large, tall, and 
!height-bodied tree, clear, without knots or 
limbs, for 6o or 70 feet and upwards. The 
head fpreads abroad into many fmalllimbs, which 
grow pretty thick and clofe together. The bark 
is of a dark grey colour, thick and rough, fuli 
of large chinks or chops: the fruit is larger than 
3 quince; it is round, and covered with a thick 
rind of a grey colour. When the fruit i~ ript>, 
the rind is yellow and tough, and will peel off 
l ike leather; but before it is ripe, is brittle; the 
juice is white and clammy, but not fo when 
ripe. The ripe fruit is yellow like a carrot; and 
in the middle are two large rough fiones,_ flat, . 
and each of them much bigger than n almond. 
The fi·uit fmells very well, and its talte is an­
fwerable. 

In thefe large ifiands are fome pre tty confider­
able rivers, and in m any of the fmall tr ones are 
brooks of good water. The Sp mards, upon 
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the firll: difcovery of thefe iflands, found mu1ti­
tudes of guano's and torto.ifes, or land-t~rtles; 
and Dampier fays, he bclteves no place m the 
world is fo plentifully ftored with them. The 
o-uano is an animal like the lizard, but much 
farger, and. of the bignefs of a . ma~'s leg, with 
a tail tapenno- to the end, which IS very fmal1. 
'They lay egg~, as moft of thefe ampl.ibious ani­
mals do, an~d are very good to eat. rrheir fldh is 
much cfteemed by privateers, who commonly 
drefs them for their lick men, and they make 
very good broth : they are of divers colours ; 
and they all live as well in the water as on land. 
Some of them are continually in the water and 
among rocks; thefe are commonly black: others 
that live in fwampy wet grounds are commonly 
on bullies and trees; thefe are green ; but fuch 
as live on dry ground are commonly yellow; yet 
thefe alfo will Jive in \Vater, and are fometimes 
on trees. 'I'be Gallipago guano's are very large 
and fat; and fo tame, that one may knock down 
20 in an hour's time with a club. 

The land-turtles are here very numerous ; 
they are extraordinary large and fat, and eat as 
delicate as the flelh of a puiiet. One of the 
largeft among thefe will weigh I so, or 200 

weight ; and fome of them are two feet, and 
two [i et and a half over the challapee, or bellv. 
Of thefc are three or four fpecies in the "\V eft I~­
dies: one is called by the Spaniards hecatee; thefe 
live mofily in frelh-water ponds, and feldom come 
on the land, weighing about ! o or · I 5 pounds, 
with fmalllegs, Rat feet, and long Dender necks. 
Ano~her fo1 t is called tenapen, which is a great 
deal lefs than the hecatee. The £hell on their 
backs is all naturally c.arved, finely \Vrought, 

and 



1d rn[t. 
l-turt:fl, 
ce in t~! 
n. Tt! 
ut muc· 
~g, wi 
'y {m~ 

GAL 
and well clouded. They delight to live in wet 
fwampy places, or on ];md near fuch: both aJe 
very good meat. The Gallipago tortoifes are more 
like the hecatees, only they are n1uch brger, 
and have very fmall lon6 necks and little head .. 

On thefe iflands are fome green fr1ake , but 
no other land-animals that Dampier ever f~1w. 
Here is great plenty of turtle-doves, fo tame that 
four or five dozen of them may be killed in a 
forenoon with a flick: they are fomething lefs 
than a pidgeon, are commonly fat, and very 
good meat. 

Between thefe iflands are good wide channels fit 
for {hips to pafs, and Jhoal water in fome places, 
producing plenty of turtle-grafs; and there­
fore thefe iflands are plentifully fiored with tea­
turtles of that fort, called the green-turtle. The 

, trunk-turtle is commonly bigger than the other, 
their flefh rank, and not wholefome. 'I'he 1og­
grrhcad, fo called on account of its great head, 
is much larger than the other forts; its .flelh is 
,·cry rank : they feed on mofs growing about 
rocks. The hawks-bill-turtle is the fmalle!t fort, 
r nJ fo called as having a mouth like the bill of 
a hawk. On the backs of thcfe grows that 
{hell which is fo much e!teemed for making ea .. 
binets, fnuff~boxes, combs, &c. The largefl: 
may have three pounrls and a half of /hell ; but 
commonly a pound and a half, or two pounds: 
thefe are but ordinary food, but generally fweeter 
than the logger head. 'J:he hawks- bi11s are in fome 
places unwholefome, caufing the perfons who eat 
them 1to purge and vomit exceffively, efpecially 
thofe between the Samballos and Porto Bello. 
They are in many places in the Weft Indies, have 
iflands ~nd places peculiar to themfelvcs, where 
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they lay their eggs, and feldom come among anr 
other turtles. 

The green turtle, fo called from its, !hell being 
greener tha n any other, and which is ufed only fer 
inlays , being very thin and clear, will fometimes 
weigh 2 or 300 pounds: rhefe are the fweeteft 
of all the kind; but of them are degrees, both 
in regard of their flefu and magnitude. At 
Blanco in the \Veil Indies, the green turtle, 
which is the only fort there, is larger than any 
in the North Seas, weighing commonly between 
2 80 and 300 pounds : their fat is yellow, their 
Jea n white, and extraordinary fweet. At Boca­
toro, \V. of Porto Bel1o, they are not fo large, 
thei r Be!h is not fo white, nor the fat fo yellow. 
'rhofc of Honduras and Campeachy are fiiH 
1maller; their fat is green, and their lean dark or 
than in thofe of Boca-toro. Green turtles live 
on grafs growing in the lea from three to fix fa­
thom water : this grafs is different from the ma­
natee fort, which has a fmall blade; but this is 
a quarter of an inch broad, and fix inches long. 

' rhefe, and all other turtles, lay their eggs in 
the fand between May and July, and this three 
times in a feafon, and at each time 8o or 9.0 
eggs, which are as big as thofe of a hen, but 
"Very round, and only covered with a white tough 
!kin. When the fhe-tunle finds a place above 
high-water mark fit for her purpofe, the makes a 
hole with her fins in the fand where lhe lays h~r 
eggs, then covers them two feet deep with the 
fame fand, and this is all done at leafi in an hour's 
time,, wh~n !he returns to the fea again. At 
breedmg time thefe creatures leave their common 
~1aunts for two or three months, during which it 
.1s thought they eat little or nothing. The mo!t 
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GAL 
remarkable places for their breeding are Caima­
nes, an ifland in the W efi Indies, and the Hle of 
Afcenfion, in the W eftern ocean ; where, when 
the breeding time is over, not one remains. 
'They doubtlefs fwim fome hundreds of leagues 
to come to thole two places. The fouth-quays 
of Cuba are about 40 leagues from thence, 
which is the neareft place thefe creatures can 
come from; and it is-certain that fo many could 
not live there as come hither in a feafon. Thofe 
that go to lay at Afcenfion-ifle muft fwim much 
further, no land being nearer it than 300 leagues. 
In the South-Seas, the Gallipagos are the 
iflands where they live the greateft part of the 
year, yet they go from thence over to the m ;tin 
to lay their eggs ; which is I oo leagues the 
nearefi place. Thefe creatures live to a gr~at 
age, and the J amaica-turtlers obferve that many 
years pafs before they come to their full growth. , 

The air ot the Gallipagos is temper.ate enough, 
confidering the climate. Here is confiantly a 
frcfu fea-breeze all day, and cooling refrefhing 
winds in the night: the heat, therefore, is not 
fo violent here as in moft places near the equa­
tor. The time for the rains is in November, 
December, and January; in which months 
there is often very hard tempeftuous weather, 
mixed with a deal of thunder and lightning: 
fome time before and after are moderate refrelhing 
fhowers: but in .May, J unc, July, and Auguft,. 
the weather is always very fair. 

G ALLO, an ifiand in the pruvince of Popay­
an, belonging to the Terra .Firma, in South 
America. It is fituated in a deep bay, in 1at. 2. 
40. N. Captain Dampicr fays, that off this 
ifland is not ~hove four or five fathom water; 
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but at Segnetta, which is on the N. fide, a veffei 
may ride fafe in deep water, and free from any 
danger. This ifland is pretty high, and well 
pro.;ided with good wood, and fcvcral f111 ings 
of excelJent water. Here arc fevcral good fandy 
bays, where a {hip may be cleaned. It is pretty 
fhoal water aim oft round the ifland; and at both 
the N. and S. points are fevera1 rocks, fome of 
·which look like a barn, others like a fhip under 
fail. To the N. E. on the main land, difiant 
three leagues, is a large river called Tomaco; 
and about a league and a half within the river is 
a to\ rn of the fame name. This is a little In­
dian town, \vhofe inhabitants commonly fupply 
vefiels with provifions that often come here for 
refrelhment. At this river begins a large wood 
which extends 10 or I~ leagues to the fouthward. 
All along this coafi: are feveral rivers, at whofe 
Jources both the Spaniards and Indians wait for 
gold, which walhes down from the mountains. 
'J'his is a very rainy place, efpecially from April 
to October, which is the winter feafon here; 
:at which time, from hence north ward all along 
the coafi: of Mexico is continual thunder, light­
ning, and rain, with many hard tornados, or 
whirlwinds. The bearings here are, that the 
]and is higher than the coafi:s of Gorgona, and 
very full of hills and trees ; particularly it has 
one mount which is very high. 

G A. Nos, a place in Canada, in North Am<J­
rica, where the Ohio, or Fair river,joins that of 
St. Laurence. It is 6o leagues above the mouth 
o.f the latter, and 10 leagues more by Jand to the 
nght hand, before one comes to the Ohio. At 
G·anos is a fpring, the water of which is like 
oil> and tail-..es ferruginous.. A little further is 
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2nother of quite the fame nature, which the fa­
vages make ure uf againfi: all forts of pains. 

GAsPE, or GACHEPE, THE nAY AND HEAD­
LAND OF, lies a little to the S. of Cape des Ro­
fiers, in Canada, in North America. Such as 
pretend that t e ri'Ver of St. Laurence is 40 
leagues broad at its mouth, apparently rnea-

p un~· fure it from the eaftern point of Gafpe. Be-
1 difi~· low this bay one fees a fort of illand which, in 
omaco reality is no other than a fieep rock, about 30 

toifes long, 10 high, and 4 broad. One would 
take it for the point or llope of an old wall ; and 
it is affured that it for~erly was joined to l\1ount 
Joli, which lies oppofite to it on the continent. 
This rock has in its middle an opening; in the 
form of an arch, through which a Bifcayan cha­
loupe may pa(., under Jail ; and on thi ac~ount 
it has had the name of l'ifle Percce. Sailors ac­
knowledge that they are near each other, upon 
perceiving a Rat mountain which rifes above fe­
veral m6re, and this is called bv them La Ta­
ble a Roland, i. e. Roland's rou~d table. The 
natives of the difl:riB: of Gafpe are commonly 
difiinguilhed by the names of the rivers alon(J' 
whofe banks they live, the three pr;ncipal cl 
which are, St. Jean, Rifiigonetie, and iv Izami­
che, or Miramichi, and bv the french St. 
Croix. 'They are tall and well fhaped, civil and 
hofpitable , and their women handlome and 
chafte, except in fome pans along the coafis, 
where the abufe of the French <~qua vitGe, or 
brandy, hath given occafion to their lofing that· 
precious virtue, as it hath the men that o( their 
affability. For thefe drink it to ruch excefs a to I 
become quite cruel and brutal, informrch, that 
upon the leaft diflike, with, or even without an 1 
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occafion given, they fall foul not only on the!t' 
friends as well as !hangers, but even on theu; 
wives and children., malfacring all that come in 
their way: and, if not prevented, they make 
attempts on their own lives. One fingu1arity 
obferved by Clerc, a monk that lived among 
the Gafpeftans, efpecially along the river Mi­
ramichi, is, that though they fhew no figa 
of religion, except bowing to the rifing fun,. 
yet even a long time before the Europeans came 
among them, they have. had a great vene­
ration for the crofs which they ufed to carry 
about them as a powerful prefervative ; whence. 
the French called them at firft crofs- bearers, and 
their river La Croix. They are alfo reprefented 
as hav.ing been more expert mariners than their­
:oeighbours ; to have had a knowledge of the 
greater ancl le!fer bear, and to have divided their. 
compafs into five different parts, or winds; be­
fides feveral other particulars relating to their. 
reckoning of time, failing, &c. See the fame. 
author's N. Relat. de Gafpefie,. Paris 169r. 

\Vith regard to Gafpe itfelf, it is not remark­
able for any thing, only that it takes its name 
from th~ bay on whlch it is fituated, and which 
lies between the Cape des Rofiers, and Pifle Per­
cee, or the Hollow ifland, above-mentioned. 
Befides this bay are two other noted ones upor-.. 
this coafi, namely, des Chaleurs and Campfieus; 
all which. are moftly frequented by filhermen,, 
who commonly catch falmon) jack, cod, por­
poifes, and the like. 

The ravages, with whom treaties have been 
made in the parts confining on the gulph of St. 
Laurence, are the fame with thofe of Acadia · 
but in thefe reg~ons they have been called GaL 
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pefians, from Cape de Gafpe, where mofl: of tli~ 
lhipping moored. They are very traCtable; but 
flay fo lhort a time in a place, that in fpite of the 
labours of the miffionarics, they have not bee_rr 
able to infiruet them in the truths of relt­
gion. By a letter written by F. Julian Pcrrault,. 
in 1635, we learn that thefe favages took a plea­
fure in imitating whatever they faw rhe Euro·­
peans do; that having in particular obferved that: 
the latter frequently made the figrr of the crofs 
upon themfelves, they ufed the fame a1fo; and 
when they met with any body, they diew the fign 
of the crofs on different parts of their bodies ; 
but without having at firfi: the leafi idea of it3 
being a mark or fymbol of religion. This ufage, 
which was already ancient from the time that F. 
le Clerc refided among the Gafpefians, and pro­
bably from that time had come into fuperfl.itious 
praCl:ice, might have perruaded this religious that 
it was fo in its original; and it might poffibly 
happen alfo, that having, on this head, aiked 
fome of thefe favages, fuch barbarian-s, as often 
confounding all their traditions, might feem to 
him to have ranked this among the mofi ancient 
of their cuftoms: and thus through mifiake they, 
have been called Ponecroix. 

G ASPE, the capital of a territory called Gaf­
pefia, in Canada Proper, in North America, ex-· 
tending itfelf along the eafiern coafis of this pro­
vince from the Cape des Rofiers, at the mouth 
of St. Laurence river, to another promontorv 
which lies oppofite to Cape Breton, about II o 
leagues, and firetches much further inland. 

GEMESIE , FORT OF, in the river of Sr. 
John, in North America, after the taking of 
feutagoet, in 167 4, by 1 1 o men under the eo m ... 
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mand of an Englifuman in a Flemilli corfair, by 
{urprife, fell eafily into our hands foon after. 
And thus, fays Mr. Charlevoix, Acadia, the 
whole defence of which confifted in thefe two 
fons, lay open to the incurfions of the Englilh. 
The author of this hofiility, in the time of a 
profound peace fubfifrng between both crowns, 
had no l. wful commiffion, continues he, and his 
proceedings were difavowed by his C"ourt. It was 
befides well known that he had ar1- Englifh pilot 
given him at Bofion, and it was affurcd that the 
peop1e of that place were very uneafy that the 
French lhould continue mafiers of Peutageot and 
Fort St. John. In 168o both thefe places were 
refiored, for the fourth time, to the French by 
the Englilh, and afterwards a fmall town was 
erected at Port Royal; which from that time be­
~ame the capital of the government, which~ 
befides Acadia, comprehended all the fouthern 
-coaft of New France; but always, fays Charie­
voix, fubjeB: to the governor-general. The 
Englifh, on the contrary, made continual en­
croachments, and after the refiitution of Peuta­
geot, they built between this pofi: and Kinibequi, · 
a good fort in a place called Penkuic. The 
J. benaquis, to whom this territory belonged, . 
.vere very much difpleafed at it; and the Englifh 
foon found troublefome neighbours to thefe fava· 
ges. They thought, that in order to have no­
t 1ing to fear, they fhould fet thefe at variance 
with the Iroquois,. who did not require much en. 
treaties to enter into a war with the Abenaquis; 
and thofe being too weak to oppofe the Engli {h 
"'nd _Iroquois at ~-he fame time, were obliged to en· 
ter mto an accommodation with the former. 
h~ governor of Eort Penkuit carried his pre-
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GEO 
tenfions further, and found no obfiacle in i 
way : thus Acadia was not fupported either on 
the part of ~ebec, or that of France: (o that 
Peutageot, and the fort in the river of St. John:i . 
were taken without firiklllg a blow. The inha­
bitants of Port Royal, w o faw the frorm ready 
to budl: upon theit heads, relolved to enter into a 
treaty with the Englifh, without f\1. de la Val­
liere, their commander, being able to hinder 
them: and thus the Engli{b; fays the fame 
French author~ became ma crs, the fifth time, 
of Acadia, and all that tract which feparates it 
from New EnQ.land. 
GEoRGIA,~ a large tract of land in CaroHna, 

on the border" of Spanifh Florida, in North. 
America. It is feparated from South- Carolina 
by the river Savanna on the N. has the Atlan­
tic ocean on the E. is bounded by lndr"an Flo­
rida on the W. and parted from Spani!h Florida 
on the S. by the r iver Alatamacha. Its extent 
· s I 70 miles from N. to ~. near the fea, but 
widens in the more remote parts to above I 50, 
and is 300 from the middle part of the fea­
coafi: to the Apalachia mountains, or not much 
fhort of it, and firetchPs out on the N. W. C\ en 
as far as the river MiffiHippi. 

In I 732) fome pe1 fons difiinguiihed not only 
by their tamilies and fortunes, but by their pub­
lic fpirit, and univerfal benevolence, pityiHg the 
difirefles of great numbers of people in thefe 
kinudoms, who had no means of fubfifience, bent 
their thoughts to confider how they might be em-

loyed, both for their own good, and that of the · 
public; and being fully convinced, that this 
country, inferior to none of our poffeffions on 

e contimmt of orth America for climate and . 
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lituation, was the moll: capable of becoming a fruitful, populous, and ufeful tract, though then lying entirely wafte, and over-run with va~ woods, which lheltered a few Indians, runaway negroes, and other banditti : being moreover convinced, that when thefe woods were in a great meafure cleared, there could not be a more pleafant or fruitful country in the world; that a colony planted here would alfo be of unfpeak­able advantage to our fettlements in Carolina, by becoming an effectual frontier againfi: the Spa­niards and French, or the incurfions of the In­dians infiigated by either; the want of which fe­curity they had greatly complained of. The go­vernment had it likewife in thei.r view to raife wine, oil, and filk, and turn the indufiry of this new people for the timber :1nd provifion trade, which the other colonies had carried on tocr hrgely, into channels more advantageous to the public. From thefe, and many other important Feafons, thefe gentlemen were induced to apply to his prefent majefi:y George II. who was pleafed to grant them a charter, dated the 9th of June 17 32., conflituting them a corporation un­der the name of Trufiees for efiab1ifhing a co­lony in Georgia; which included all that coun­try fituated in South Carolina, which lies from the mofi northern frream of the river Savannah, along the coaft, to the mofr fouthern fiream of the Alatamacha, and W. from the fources of the faid rivers, refpeB.ively in direct lines, as far as the South, or Pacific fea. The charter granted the corporation the term of 2 I years from its date, during which they were impowered to ap­point all fuch governors and other officers, both by fea and land, as they thought fit, (the cufiom-
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houfe officers excepted) provided that every fucft 
governor be approved of by his majefiy: and 
that the militia of the country be fubjeCl: in the 
mean time to the governor of South Caro­
lina: but that after the expiration of the 21 

years, the governor and all other officers lhould 
be nominated and appointed by the crown, and 
the property in chief revert to it. The faid 
charter having impowered them alfo to have a 
common feal, the trufiees had one with the fol­
lowing devices, namely, on one fide two figures 
of rivers refting upon urns, and reprefenting the 
Alatamacha and Savannah, theN. and S. boun­
daries of Georgia; and between thefe the genius 
of the colony, fitting with the cap of liberty on 
her head, a fpear in one hand, and a cornuco­
pia in the other, with this motto, ' Colonia 
' Georgia Augufia ;' on the reverfe are filk 
worms at work with this motto, ' non fibi fed 
' aliis.' The trufiees being impowered alfo by 
by their charter to colleCt benefaCtions, and lay 
them out in cloathing, arming, fending out, and 
fupporting colonies of poor people~ whether fub­
jeCl:s or foreigners, till they could build houfes'" 
and clear lands ; they not only fubfcribed 
liberally themfelves, but obtained confiderabk 
fums from other well difpofed people, and had a 
grant of Io,oool. from the ~arliament. All 
this the trufiees employed in the proper neceffa­
ries for tranfporting a colony into a country, o£ 
which they had previoufly publi!hed a mofl: ex­
aggerated and flattering defcription. In reality 
the country difrers little from South Carolina,. 
only that the fummers are hotter, and the foil in 
general of a poorer kind. The colony was fent 
o.'tet under the care of Mr. Oglethorpe, who. 

very 
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very generoufly befl:owed his own time and' pains 
without any reward, for the advancemant of the· 
fettlement; and in November following went 
over with I r6 poor people, moftly hufbandmen, 
carpenter!' , bricklayers, and other wmkmen; 
who were not only furnifheJ with their working 
tools, but in fl: rutl cd in military difcipline, well 
fitted out with f mall arms and fiores; belides 
too s for ereCting fortreffes, and i4 pieces of 
cannon for defendins them. They were befides 
furnifhed with I 2 tons of Parfons's bell: beer, 
and were aTfo to flop at the Madeiras to take in 
wine. Large fumi were afterwards colleCted,. 
anJ 25,000 I. at one time granted by parliament 
for the fupport of the planters. The Swifs, 
Saltburgher·, and other foreign proteftants, as 
well as the B riLi fh pl mters, were furni ·ed by the 
truflees wit neceiT.trie_, till by their labour, and 
the produce of t 1e country, they were able to 
fubfiil themfelves. 

The trufiees having refolved upon the laying 
out of town , affigned to every inhabitant a lot 
of 25 acres of land, as near as pofiible to his 
town. But having very wel l obferveci that many 
of our colonies, e (pecially that of South Caro­
lin~, had been very much endangered, both inter­
nally and ~xternally, by fuffering the negroes to 
grow fo much more numerous than the whites, 
ar. error of this kind they judged, in a colony: 
which was not only to defend itfelf, but to be in 
fome fort a protection to the others, would have 
been inexcu(able. they for that reafon forbid the 
importation of negroes-into Georgia. In the next 
place they obferved that gr~at mik:hiefs happened 
in the other _fettlements from making vafi grants 
Qf land, wh1ch the grantees jobbed out again, to· 
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he difcouragement of the fettlcrs ; or wna 

was worfe, tufrercd to lie idle and uncultivate • 
'ro avoid this mifchief, and prevent the p~ople 
from becoming wealthy and luxurious, which 
they thought inconfiH.ent with the military plan 
upon which this colony was founded, they al­
lowed in the common courfe to each family but 
25 acres, as has been faid: and none could, ac­
cording to the original iCheme, by any menns 
come to po{E:fs more than 500 : neither did they 
give an inheritance In fee fimple, or to the heirs 
general of the fettlers ; but granted them the 
lands inheritable only by their male iffue. They 
like· .. vife forbid the importation of rum into the 
province, to prevent the great diforders which 
they obferved to arife in the other parts of North 
America. Thefe regulations, though well intend­
ed, and meant to bring about very excellent pur­
pofes; yet might at firfi, a~ it afterwards plainly 
appeared, that they were made without fuf­
ficiently ~onfulting the nature of this country, or: 
the difpofition of the people which the):' regard­
ed. For in ·the fidl: place, as the climate is ex­
ceffively hot, and field-work very laborious in a 
new colony, as the ground muft be cleared, 
tilled, and fown, all with great and incdfan~ 
toil, for their bare fubfifience, the load was too 
heavy for the white men, efpecially men who 
had not been feafoned to the country : the confe­
quence of which was, that the great~ft part of 
their time, namely, all the heat of the day, was 
fpent in idlenefs, which brought certain want 
with it. It i~ true that all our colonies on the 
continent, even Virginia and Carolina, were ori­
ginally fettled without the help of negroes~ 
The white men were obliged to the labour, and 

they, 
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they underwent it, becaufe they then faw no other way : but it is the nature of man not to fubmit to extraordinary hard!hip3 in one fpot, when they fee their neighbours on another, with­out any difFerence in the circumfiances of things, in a much more eafy condition. Befides, no me­thods were taken to animate them under the hardibips they endured. All things contributed to difpirit them. 

A levelling fcheme in a new colony is a thing extremely unadvifeable. Men are feldom in­duced to leave their country, but upon fome ex­traordinary profpeCl:s. The majority of man­kind muft always be indigent; but in a new fet­tlement they mufi b~ all fo, unlefs fome perfons are on fuch a comfortable and fubfiantial footing as to give direction and vigour to the indufiry of the reft. Perfons of fubfi:ance found themfelves difcouraged from attempting- a fettlement, by the narrow bounds which no indufiry could enable them to pafs ; and the defign of confirming the inheritance to the male line was an additional difcouragement. The fettlers found themfelves not upon a par with the other colonies. There was an obvious inconvenience in leaving no pro­vifion at all for females, as in a new colony the land muft be, for fome time at leaft, the only wealth of the family. The quantity of 25 acres was undoubtedly too fmall a portion, as it was given without any confideration of the quality of the land; and was therefore in many places of \'ery little value : add to this, that it was clogged, after a fhort free tenure, with a much greater quit-rent than is paid in our beft and longeft fettled colo­nies. Indeed, through the whole manner of granting land, there appeared I know not what 
lo 
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low attention to the trifling profits that might De 
derived to the trufiees or the crown by rents and 
efcheats, which clogged the liberal fcheme that 
was firfi laid down, and was in itfelf extremely 

injudicious. 
'l'he entailed male grants were fo grievous, 

that the truftees themfelves correB:ed that error m 
a ihort time. The prohibition of rum, though 
fpecious in appearance, had a very bad effect. 
The waters in this unfettled country running 
through fuch an extent of forefl:, were not whole­
fome drinking, and wanted the corretlive of a 
little fpirits, as the fettlers themfelves wanted 
fomething to fupport their frrength in the extra­
ordinary and unufual heat of the climate, and 
its dampnefs in feveral places difpofing their bo­
dies to agues and fevers. But what was worfe, 
this prohibition in a manner deprived them of 
the only vent they had for fuch few commodi­
ties as they could fend to market, namely, 
lumber and corn, which could fell no where but 
in the fugar ifiands ;. and under this refrritlion of 
negroes and rum, they could take very little from 
them in return. 

Thefe and fevera1 other inconveniencies in the 
plan of this fcttlement, raifed a general difcontent 
in the inhabitants; they quarrelled with one 
another, and with their magifirates ; they com­
plained ; they remonfrrated ; and finding no re­
drefs, many of them fled out of Georgia, and 
difpe rfed themfelves, where they deemed the en­
couragement better, to all the other colonies: 
fo that of above 2000 people who had tranfported 
themfelves from Europe, in a little time not 
above 6 or 700 were to be found in Georgia. 
The mifchief grew worfe and worfe every day, 

till 
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tiii the gm·ernment revoked the grant to the­
trufiees, took the province into their own hands, 
and annulled 11ll the particular re_r;ulations that 
had been mqde. It was then left on the fame 
footing with Carolina. 

7'hough this flep has probably faved the co­
lony from entire ruin, yet it was not perhaps fo 
well done to neglect entirely the firft views upon 
which it was fettlcd: thefe were undoubtedly ju­
dicious; and if the methods taken to compafs 
them were not fo weil directed, this was an ar­
gument not again11 the defigns them(elves, but a 
reafon for fome change in the infiruments de­
figned to put them in execution. Certainly no­
thing wants a regulation mar~ than the dange­
rous iueqttalhy in the number of negroes and 
Whites, in fucb of our provinces where the 
former are ufed. South Carolina, in fpite of its 
great wealth, is really in a more defenceJefs con­
dition than a knot of poor townfuips on the fron­
tiers of New England. In Georgia, the firfr 
cr~or of abfolutely prohibiting the ufe of negroes; 
rnrght be turned to very good account; for they 
Would have received the permiili n for employ­
ing them under what quaiific:Hions foever, not as 
a reftritiion, but as a favour and indulgence: 
and by ftriaJy executing whatever regulations we 
lhould make in this point, by degrees we might 
fee a province fit to anfwer all the ends of 
defence and traffic too; whereas we have let 
them ufe fuch a latitude in that affair, which 
We were lO earneft to prevent, that Georgia, in. 
il:ead of being any defence to Carolina, actually 
Hands in need of a confiderable force to defend itfelf .. 
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With regard to the -fchemc of vines and liJk, 

vc were extremely eager in this refpect in the bc­
~inning; and very fupine ever fince. At that 
"time fuch a defign was clearly impracticable, bc­
caufc a few people feated in a wild country mufl: 
.fidt provide every thing for the fnpport of lif~, 
by raifing of corn, and breeding of cattle, he­
fore they can think of manufactures of any 
kind : and they mufi: grow numerous enough to 
fpare a number of hands from that mofi: neceflary 
employment, before they can fend fuch things in 
.any degree of cheapnefs or plenty to a good mar .. 
ket: but now little is faid of either of thefe arti­
cles, though the province is longer fettied, and 
grown more populous. 

At prefent Georgia is beginning to emerge, 
though !lowly, out of the difficulties that at­
tended its firfi efiablifhmcnt. It is fiill but in­
differently peopled, though it is now upwards of 
28 years fince its firfl: fctt1ement. Not one of 
our colonies was of fo flow a growth, though 
none had fo much of the attention of the go­
vernment, or of the people in general, or raifed 
fo great expectations in the beginning. They 
export fome corn and lumber to the Wefi Indies; 
they r~ife fome rice, and of late have gone with 
fuccefs into indigo. It is not to be doubted but 
in time, when their internal divifions are a littJe 
better compofed, the remaining errors in the go­
vernment correCted, and the people begin to 
multiply, that theywillbecome an ufeful provinc"". 
But in order to fee the jufinefs of fome part of 
the above refleCtions, it will be neceffary to re­
fume the thretld of hifiory, wi h regard to the 
fettlement of Georgia. Before Mr. Ogle­
thorpe's arrival in this country with the £rfi co-
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lony, in January 1732-3, (having in February 
following fixed at a town on the banks of the 
river Savannah, and given it that name) it 
was by the natives called Yammacraw, from an 
Indian nation, whofe .chief, Tomo-chichi, who 
bad been banilhed with others from his own 
country, readily admitted and entered into a 
clofe friendlhip with him-: which was the more 
agreeable to both parties, as there was no other 
Indian nation within 50 miles. About this time 
alfo the chief men of the Lower Creek nation, 
confifiing of eight tribes, who are allied toge­
ther, and fpeak the fame language, though each 
tmder a difl:inCl: government, came to the num­
ber of 50 perfons with their attendants, (fome 
of them after a journey of five days) to make 
an alliance with this colony. Thefe Indians laid 
claim from the Savanpah river as far as St. Au. 
gufline, and up Flint river, which falls into the 
bay of Mexico/ They addreffed Mr. Ogle­
thorpe by one of their monarchs, whom the Eng­
lilh called Long King, as being tall ; in which 
fpeech he fidl: claimed all the land to the S. of 
the river Savannah; and concluded with fayi.1g 
that they freely gave the Englilh up their right 
to all the la.nd they did not ufe themfelves. 
Then the chief men laid before Mr. Oglethorpe 
a bundle of buck-fkins, being one from each of 
their eight tribe3, which they faid was the beft 
prefent they had to make, and which they gave 
with a good heart. The long king did not for­
get to thank him for his kindnefs to his coufin 
Tomo-chichi and his Indians ; faying, that 
though he was banifued from his nation, he was 
a good man, and had been a great warrior, and 

that 
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that the banilhed men had chofe him their king 
for his wifdom and jufiice. 

Next Tomo-chichi advanced with the Yam­
macraw Indians, who were of the Creek nation 
and language, as did other chiefs, when articles 
of a11iance and commerce were agreed on; and 
they were difmiffed with prefents, befides eight 
cags of rum for their refpetl:ive towns. By this 
treaty the rates of goods were fettled ; repara­
tion to be made for injuries on both fides; crimi­
nals to be tried and punifhed by the Engliili law; 
the trade was to be withdrawn from any Indian 
town offending againft the treaty. Finally, the 
Indians promifed, with true hearts and love to the 
Engliili brethren, to encourage no other white 
people to fettle in their country : and to all this 
they fet the marks of their refpetl:ive families. 

Next year alfo an alliance was made with 
another Indian nation in this country, called the 
Natchees; which tended very mu:h to the fecu­
rity of the colony. And the fame year the 
planters reaped their fidl: crop of Indian corn, 
which yielded them 1000 bufhels. 

Mr. Oglethorpe, in a letter to a perfon of 
honour in London, gives the following charaCter 
of the Creek Indians, with whom, efpecial1y 
their chiefs, he had fome time converfed. 

Their morals, fays he, were fo good, that I 
thought nothing was wanting to convert them to 
chriftianity, but a divine who underftood their 
language. They abhor murder and adultery; 
they difapprove of polygamy, and know nothing of 
theft; though it is frequent, and even reckoned 
honourable by their neighbours the Natchees. 
Revenge and drunkennefs feem to be their mofi 
favourite vices : though they do not think that 
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:.ny injury, except murder or adultery, deferve 
the form er. As to adultery, they think the in­
j ured hufband has a right to revenge by cutting 
off the adulterer's ears : and if he cannot do this, 
to kill him the firfi: time he can do it with fafety. 
As to murder, the next in blood is obliged to kill 
the murderer, elfe he is treated by his nation as 
infamous. And fo weak is the executive power 
among them, that there is no other way to re­
venge the thedding of blood. For their kings 
can do no more than perfuade, a\1 the power 
they have being to affemble their old men and 
captains for their advice, in which they generally 
come to fame unanimous refolution, or elfe 
b reak up the conferences without determining any 
thing. They feem both in expreffion and ac­
tion to be thorough mafi:ers of the oratory which 
we fo much admire in the Greeks and Romans: 
their fpeeches are generally adorned with fimilies 
and metaphors : but in the conferences among the 
cnicf men, they are more laconic. In fine, they 
generally addrels themfelves to the paffions of 
the youth, and the reafon of the old men. For 
inH:ance, fays Mr. O glethorpe, 'Tomo-chichi in 
his firfi fpeech faid to me among other things, 

here is a fmall prefent :' and then he gave me 
a buffalo's fkin, painted on the infide with the 
head and feathers of an eagle, which he defired 
me to accept, becaufe the ·eagle denoted fpeed, 
and ~~e buffcdo firength: that the Englifh were 
as fw1, t as the bird, and as fhon<Y as the beaft: 
fince, like the frfi, they flew from the utmoft parts 
of the earth over the vaflleas; and, like the fe­
cond, nothing could withfiand them. That the 
feather$ of the eagle were foft, and fignified 
love: the buffalo's fkin warm, and fignified 
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protection; and therefore he hoped, that We 
would love and protect their little families. 

Mr. Oglethorpe returning to England, in 
1734, with Tomo-chichi, his wife queen Se­
nauki, their fon Tooana-kowki, one of their 
war-captains, and five other Indian chiefs, 
Tomo-chichi had an audience of his majefiy at 
Kenfing:ton on the firfi day of Augu!t, when he 
made a fpeech, in which he told the king, ' that 
' he was come for the good of the whole nation 
' called the Creeks, to renew the peace which 
' fubfified long ago with the Englilh. I am 
' come over, continued he, in fuch old days, that 
' I cannot live to fee any advantage of it to my­
' felf: I am come for the good of the children of 
' all the nations of the Upper and Lower Creeks. 
' Thefe are the feathers of the eagle, which is 
' the fwiftefi of birds, and fl.ieth all round our 
' nations: thefe feathers are an emblem of peace 
' in our land, where they have been carried from 
~ town to town: and we have brought them over 
" to leave with you, 0 Great King, as a fign of 
' everlafl:ing peace. 0 Great King, what{;ever 
' words you ihall fay unto me, I will tell them 
' faithfully to all the kings of the Creek nations.' 
His majefiy returned a mofr gracious anfwer, 
a! did likewife the queen, whom he addreifed as 
follows. 

' I am glad to fee this day, to have the oppor­
' tunity of beholding the mother of this great 
' people. As our people are joined with your 
' majefiy's, we do humbly hope to find you the 
' common mother and prote[trefs of us, and all 
' our children.' 

The attendants of Tomo-chichi would wil­
lingly have appeared at court, as they commonly 

VoL. II. C go 



GEO 
go in their ~ountry, which. is qu~te naked, ex­
cept a covenng round rhe1r walfl; but were 
ciiffuaded from it by Mr. Oglethorpe. However, 
their faces were variou!ly painted, after their 
country fafhion ; fome half black, others with 
triangular figures, and others with bearded ar­
rows.__ infiead of whifkers. Tomo-chichi and 
his wife were drefTed in fcarlet trimmed with 
o-old. They dined foon after with the lady 
Dutry at Pultney, and then waited on the arch­
bifhop of Canterbury; but his grace being very 
weak, Tomo-chichi only defired his bleffing; 
and in a conference with his fon-in-law Dr. 
Lynch, he exprefTed great joy to him, as believing 
that fome good perfons would be fent among 
them, in order to infiruct th-eir youth. 

Thefe Indians, particularly Tomo-chichi, 
fuewed, during their fray here, that they were 
men of good fenfe, and befides hearty we11-
wifhers to a friendly correfpondence betwixt rhis 
nation and theirs; and defired of the truf!:ees, 
that the weights, meafures, prices, and quali­
ties of good-. to be purchafed by them with their 
deer and other fkins might be fettled ; and that 
110 body might be allowed to tr01de with the In­
dians in Georgia without a licence from the 
trufiees; that the Indians, in cafe of injury or 
fraud, might know where to complain. They 
further defired, that there might be but one 
Horehoufe in each Indian town, from which the 
traders mit;ht fupply them with goods at the fixed 
rates, becaufe they faid the traders had often ar­
bitrarily raifed th'e prices of their goods, and 
giv~n .them i~1ort weight and meafures ; and, by 
th:1r tmpofiuons of this kind, created frequent 
ammofiues between the Englifh and the Indians~ 

which 



injur. 
n. T 

but 
whic~ t 

1t the f ... 
j often I 
1ods, 
; anc, · 
I fre~' 
e Inai~ 

wt' 

GEO 
rhich had often ended in wars p rejudicial t 

both of them. Upon thefc remonfirances the 
·trufiees prepared the following acts, wLich bein g 
Jaid before the king and council in January 
17 35, were, after a report from the bo<:rd of 
trade, ratified by his majefiy. I. An act for 
maintaining the peace with the Indians in the 

.province of Georgia. 2. An act to prevent the 
importation and ufe of rum and brandy in that 
province, or any kind of fpirits, or firong waters. 
3· An aet for rendering the colony more defenfi.­
ble, by prohibiting the importation of negroes. 

October 30, 1734, Tomo-chichi, &c. being 
conducted in the king's coaches to Gravefend, 
embarked for their own country, after four 
months fray in England; during which time they 
were allowed by his majefiy zo 1. a week for 

·their fubiifience, and were very magnificently 
entertained, not only by the court, but by feve~ 

' ral perfons of difl:inction : and every thing re­
markable in London and Wefiminfi:er £hewn 

• them, in order to give them a jufl: idea of Eng­
lifh politenefs., and of our nation's regard for the 
Creeks; in return for which they promifed invio­
lable attachment and fidelity to the Britiih na-

. tion. They carried prefents from henee to the 
value of -400 l. and the duke of Cumber land, 
then but I 3 years of age, prefenting the young 

· prince Tooana-kowki with a gold watch, told him 
at the fame time to call upon J efus Chrifr every 
morning when he looked upon it ; which he pro­
rnifed to do. In the fame £hip went with them 56 
Saltzburghers, who, with another body of them 
that followed not long after, fettled in a town by 
·them called Ebenezer, upon the riv~ Savannah : 
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and by their fobriety and indufiry have become a 
thrivina fettlement. 

In ;735, a fhip from Georgia brought over 
to England a fpeech made there by one of the 
Indian kings of Cherrikaw, &c. It was cu­
rioufly written in red and black characters on the 
fkin of a young buffalo, and tranllated into Eng­
]i{h as foon as delivered in the Indian language, 
in prefence of above 50 of their chiefs, and of 
the principal inhabitants of Savannah. The 
faid !kin was fet in a frame, and hung up in the 
Georgia office in Wefiminfier. It contained the 
Indians grateful acknowledgments for the honours 
and civjlities paid to Tomo-chichi, &c. their 
admiration of the grandeur of the Briti(h court 
~nd kingdom ; and expreffed their great happi­
nefs in Mr. Oglethorpe's coming among them. 

The trufl:ees of Georgia being encouraged by 
an extraordinary fupply of 2o,ooo 1. granted by 
parliament, and confiderable benefactions, as 
well in Carolina as in England, began to think 
of making very confiderable embarkations to 
firengthen the S. part of Georgia; and refolved that 
thefe fhould mofily be of people from the N. of 
Scotland, and perfecuted German protefiants, in 
order to obviate any objeBion that might be made 
.againfi fending our own poor away. In pur­
fuance of which, not only the ahove-mentioned 
Saltzburghers, but I 6o Scots highlanders, were 
fent over in 1735, the latter of which arrived in 
Georgia the January of the year following, and 
fettled on the Alatamha river, r6 miles by water 
from the ifland of St. Simon, in a difiriet which, 
at their deftre, is to this day called Darien, 
'''here they foon after built a town, to which 
they ~;ave the name of ! 1 ew Irn ernefs. 

Next 
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Next month Mr. Og,lethorpe arrived agam tn 

Georgia from England with 47 perfons, who 
were fettled on the ifland of St. Simon ; and 
hands were fet to work on building the town of 
Frederica. He was welcome~by Tomo-chichi, 
&c. and the Creek Indians, who came down 
upon this occafion; and in confequence of their 
(:}aim of right to this country, were treated with ; 
and accordingly agreed that the Englifh fhould 
poffefs not only St. Simon's, but all the ~dj,Kent 
iflands. 

In the fame month of February the Salrz­
burghers were, at their own requeH, removed 
by Mr. Oglethorpe from Ebenezer to a place 
they liked better, at the mouth of the ri' et, 
where he marked out another town for them 
called by the fame name. 

In September following a treaty was concluded 
between Mr. Oglethorpe and the governor of 
St. Auguflin, by which it was particularly fiipu­
lated, that the Englifh garrifon and artillery 
fuould be withdrawn from the ifland of St. 
George, (which lies near the influx of St. John's 
river and the Atlantic ocean, 40 miles N. of 
Augufiin) provided that none of the king of 
Spain's fubjects, or other perfons, fhould inha­
bit or fortify the faid ifland: and that it fhould not 
prejudice the right of the king of Great Bri\ain 
to the: fa id ifland, or any other of his dominions, 
or the claims of his majefl:y to the continent. 

In thefpring of the year 1737, upon advice 
from Carolina, that notwithHand ing the late 
treaty, which it feems v. as not relifhed at the 
court of lV1adrid, the Spaniards were preparing 
at St. Augufiin and the Havannah to make an 
attack on the colony or Georgia, his majefty 
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ordered a rcrriment of 6oo men to be fent tO" 

0 1 • Georgia: ancJ, for t 1e1r encouragement, the 
trufiees of the colony made a grant for an al­
lotment of five acres in land to each of thefe 
foldiers, to cultivate for his own ufe and benefit, 
during their continuance in this fervice: an~ re­
iolvcd that if any one- was inclined to quit it at 
the end of feverT years, and fettle in the colony, 
he fhould not only have a regular difcharge, but, 
on a proper certificate of his good behaviour, be· 
entitl ed to a grant of 20 acres of land. This 
year alfo the parliament granted the colony ano­
ther fupply of 20,0001. and the truftees fent off 
another embarkation of perfecuted German pro. 
tefhnts: in confequence of which, among other 
meafures .taken for defence of the colony, a con· 
:fiderable fort was begun at Savannah. 

The truftees, who had by letters and infl:ruc· 
tions to the rnagiftrates of Georgia, confl:antly 
exhorted and encouraged the people to a culti\Oa­
tion of their land, as that on which they were 
folely to depend· for their fupport, firuck off 
from the fiore all fuch as had negletled it; which , 
carried off many of the colony, who had gone 
thither from the mother-country, or had joined 
it from other parts of our American colonies; 
purely to gain a year or two's fubfifl:ence; and 
alfo feveral others, who, for want of confidering 
the hardlhips that attended the firfl: fettlement of 
a country, were weary of their labour. 

In March I 7 38, the trufiees of G orgia, upon 
finding that the people · of the colony were un­
eafy at the tenure of their lots being confined to 
heirs male, refolved, that in default of fuch 
i~ue, the. legal poffeffor of any land might by 
hi~ lafi: w1ll, or other written deed, appoint hi.s 
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laughter, or any other female relation, his fuc­
ceffor, provided that the lot fo grantld a·nd Je­
vifed fhould be per{onally claimed in tre proper 
court in Georgia, within 18 months after the 
death of the grantor or devifor. And ioon after 
this, every leg.tl poff!:! for was impowen.d to ap­
point any other perCon <>.s his fuc.:effar. 

In September 17 39, they allo eau fed it to be 
publifhed in the Lon lon Gazette, as they did 
afterwards in that of Carolina, , . That the 
' lands already, or hereafter to be ~ranted , 
' lhould not only, on failure of male iHue, de­
" fcend to the daughters of fuch grantees; but if 
' there were no iflue, either male or female, the 
"grantees might devife fuch lands: and that, for 
' want of fuch devife, fuch lands !hould defccnd. 
'to the heirs at law ; provic.led that the poilcfl:on 
' of the perfon who e.1joyed fuch dtvife !'nou 'd 
,. not be increafed to more than 500 acrt:s: ar.d 
' that the widows of the grantees ihould hold 
' and enj-oy the dwelling•houfe, garden, and 
' one moiety of the lands their hufbands fl1ould 
' die poffefled of, for the term of their lives.' 
And moreover, to iliew how very defuous (he 
truftccs were of giving the people of this colony 
all the fatisfaB:ion im:.:tginable, they caufed it to 
be added, that no fee or reward £h()ulJ be taken 
direelly or indireCtly for entering fuch claim by 
any perfons whatfoevcr. 

In the mean time the inhabitants of Frederica 
had, in thr\!e days, cut a road of fix mi!t:s 
throu-2,h thick woods from the town to the fol­
diers h>rt. In October, Tomo-chichi, together 
with four other Indian kings of the Cre~b, 30 
of their warriors, and 52 attendants, waited on 
gener~l 0P-"lcthorpe at Savannah; <ll1d ac'luaintcd 
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him, that though the Spaniards had decoyed 
them to St. Augufiin, on pretence that he was 
there, and offered them great prefents to fall 
out with the Englifh, they adhered inviolably in 
their fidelity to his Britannic majefiy; and that 
the Creek nation would march 1 ooo warriors 
wherever he would command them. As the In­
dian traders who came amongft them from Caro­
lina ufed bad weights, they defired that general 
Oglethorpe would order them brafs weights and 
fealed meafures, which !hould be lodged with each 
of the refpective kings: and at the fame time in­
'Vited him to come up the enfuing fummer to fee 
their towns; which he accordingly promifed to do. 
After the general had made them handfome pre­
fents, they danced all night, and fet out next day 
for the towns which lie 400 miles to the W. of 
Savannah. 

Next year the general, in compliance with 
thciJ invitation, travelled through a country very 
little known, and very difficult for Europeans, 
to the town of Coneta, though not lefs than 
500 miles from Frederica. Here tie conferred 
not only with the chiefs of all the tribes of this 
nation, but alfo with the deputies of the Chec­
taws, and Chickefaws, who lie between the 
Englilh and French fettlements: and on the 21ft 
of Augufi he made a new treaty with the na­
tions of the Lower Creeks, more ample than 
the former ; which we !hall the rather infert, as 
it fhews the fituation and limits of the Creek na· 
tion, as fet out by themfelves. 

rrhe whole efl:ates, after unanimoully declaring 
that they adhered in their ancient love to the 
king of Great Britain, and to the agreements 
made in 17 33 with tbe trufiee&, farther dedafed, 
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tliat all the dominions, territories, and lands, 
from the Savannah river to St. John's river, and 
all the intermediate ifiands, and from St. John's 
river to the bay of Apalache, and from thence to 
the mountains, do by ancient right belong to the 
Creek nations, who have maintained poffefiion of 
it againft all oppofers by war, and can !hew heaps 
of the bones of their enemies by them flai~ 
in defence of their land. And they further de­
clared, that neither Spaniards, nor any other na­
tion, have any right to the faid land ; and that 
they will not fuffer them, or any other perfon, 
except the truftees of Georgia, to fettle on the 
faid lands. And they acknowledge the grant 
which they have already made to the faid truftees 
of all the land upon the Savannah river as far as· 
the river Ogeeche ; and all the lands along the 
fea-coafts as far as St. John's river, and as high 
as the tide flows, and all the ifiands as far as the 
faid river, particularly the ifiands of Frederica, 
Cumberland, and Amelia, to which they have 
given the names of his Britannic majefiy's 
family, out of gratitude to him : but they de­
clare, that they did, and do refervc to the 
Creek nation all the land from Pipe-makers­
Bluff to Savannah, and the ifiands of St. Cathe­
rine, Oifebow, and Sappalo. And they further 
declare, that the faid lands are held by the Creek 
nation as tenants in common J and Mr. Ogle­
thorpe cloth declare, that the Engli1h fhall not 
enlarge or take up any lands, except thofe granted 
as above to the trufiees by the Creek nation, 
and will punifh any perfon that lhal1 intrude upon 
the lands fo referved. 

This fame year, namely, 1739, Mr. Augf­
pourger, a Swifs, brought over from Georgia a 
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parcel of raw filk, and d~pofe~ before a mafl:er 
in chancery, that he received 1t from Thomas 
Joncs the trufl:ees ftore-keeper at Savannah, 
who told him it was the produce of Georgia; 
which being fhewn to an eminent filk-weaver, 
and a raw filk merchant, they declared it was as 
fine as any Italian filk, and worth at leaft 20 
:thnlings a pound. 

This year alfo the trufiees extended the te· 
nures fo far, that the daughter of any grantee, 
or any other perfon, was made capable of enjoy­
ing, by devife or inheritance, any number of. 
acres not exceeding 2000. A licence was alfo 
granted to all the land -owners in Georgia, to 
leafe out any part of their lots, for any term not 
exceeding three years ; and that to any perfon 
then refiding in Georgia, and who fhould here­
afrer refide there during the term of fuch leafe. 

A general releafe was likewife paffed after­
ward~, by which no advantage was to be taken 
againfl: any of the prefent land-owners in 
Georgia, for any forfeiture incurred at any time 
before Chrifrmas 1740, on account of the tenure 
or cultivation of land : and .. he pofldfors of 500 

acres were not obli!ed to cultivate more tha!l-
120 acres thereof in ~20 ye •r5 from their grants: 
and thofe who had under 500 acres, and above 
sq., to cultivate in proportion, in order to pre­
vent any forfeiture for want of cultivating the 
qnantities required. Thus the freeholders in 
Georgia are really become tenants in tail gene­
ral; and have more power than is commonly 
given in marria_;e-fettlements, becaufe they may, 
with the licence of the common council of the 
trullees, mortgage or alienate; and, without any 
application, have it abfolutely in their power, on 
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failure of iffue in tail, to difpofe thereof by their 
}aft will. 

Thus have we traced the hi!l:orv of this new 
colony of Georgia from its fidl: fett,lement to the 
prefent time; whence it will appear, among ­
other things, how much the public is interefted 
in the fupport of fuch a barrier as Georgia is, by 
its natural fituation, to other northern colonies on· 
the continent. And the importance of thic:: fet­
tlement to Great Britain will be further evident~ 
when it is confidered, that it has proved the moft 
effetlut~l expedient poffible for fecuring the In­
dian nations in its interefr, which inhabit the 
vafr countries to theW. of Georgia; efpecially 
confidering the views which the French had of 
the fame kind, who thought, in a little time, to 
have completed that chain of correfpondence, 
and indeed of contiguity between their colonies 
of Canada and Louifiana, on which their being 
formidable to us in North America abfolutely 
depended : fince, if they had brought their 
fcheme to bear, they would have furrounded all ' 
our colonies on the continent from Nova Scotia· 
to Georgia. But by this fettlement we feem to 
have broke the links of their intended chain, by 
engaging in our inrerefr thofe very Indian nationJ 
that are moft capable of doing tl~em fervice, and 
hurting us; particularly the faithful and bran:: 
nations of the Upper and Lower Creeks, a 
country fo called from its being interfeetcd \.Vith 
rivers, and extending from that of the Savan­
nah to the lakes ;f Florida, the Cherokees · 
mountains, and the river Couffa. 

The wefiern boundary of Georgia is all that 
territory claimed by the French in Lo ifi ana, and 
by the Spaniards in Florida. The l<md of this 
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province, lying low. near t~e ~ea, is. covered 
with woods; but begms to nfe mto hills at the­
diftance of 25 miles from the lhore, which at 
Jenoth terminate in mountains, runninQ' in a 
lin:' from N. to S. on the back of Virgiz'l'ia and 
Carolina, and ending in Georgia, about zoo 
miles from the Apalachee bay, in the gulph of 
~v1exico. The country being level from the foot 
of thofe mountains to the fea, made it neceffary to 
fortify the banks of the Savannah and Alatamha, 
in order to prevent the incurfions of the French 
and Spaniards by land. Canoes may fail on the 
former river for 6oo miles, and boats for 300. 
The coafl: of Georgia is defended from the fury 
of the ocean by a range of iflands running along 
it; and the ifiands and continent being well fur­
nilhcd with wood, the intermediate channel 
is very delightful. Upwards of 70 miles from 
the coafi of Georgia are fand-banks, and the 
water lhoaling gradually, till within fix miles of 
land, the banks are fo !hallow as to be further 
impracticable, except in the channels between 
thefe bars; which were thought a fufficient de­
fence againfi an enemy's fleet : yet, in July 
1742, the Spaniards, to the number of 5 or 
6ooo men, belides In-dians, in about 50 veffels 
from St. Augufiine, after paffing thefe channels, 
made a defcent upon Georgia; particularly they 
nttacked the iiland. of St. Simon, which, with 
the town of Frederica, would have been loft, had­
it been not for the bravery of the Englifh and 
good conduEl: of general Oglethorpe, who, 
a11ifted by a (mall body of Indians, under the 
~ommand of ~mo-chichi's fon, foon repulfed 
them, anJ utkdy fruftrated their fcheme: and 
though one of the forts of St. Simon was aban-
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doned upGn this invafion of the Spaniarcfs, y.et 
upon the general's approach they abandoned it 
with Come precipitation. 

Georgia has not a very fertile foil; but is a good 
barrier, as has been faid, againfi: the French and 
Spaniards, with their Indian allies; for which rea­
fon the parliament of Great Britain have at dif­
ferent times, as has been already fuewn, granted 
confiderable fums for planting and fortifying it: 
but mifunderfi:andings arifing between the gene­
ral and the government of South Carolina, (of 
which private animofity we had but too many 
fatal inftances in the la-te war with Spain) this 
colony is not in fuch a defenfible fiate as to re­
fifi: the attacks of the French and Spaniards ; 
1a.nd befides, the general was not fupplied with 
the neceffary ftores, nor properly feconded by 
thofe moft nearly concerned in the event of his 
enterprifes. 

After paffing the above-mentioned bars, !hips 
meet with a fecure and commodious harbour in 
the mouth of the Savannah river; and to the S. 
of it is a ftill more capacious road, called Teky­
found, where a large fleet may anchor in be­
tween 10 and 14 fathoms water, Leing land­
locked, and having a fafe entrance over the bar. 
'The tide of flood generally rifes on this coafi: to 
feven feet. 

In Georgia are feveral towns already built by 
the trufiee3 of that colony ; particularly two al­
ready known in trade, namely, Savannah and 
Augufta, befides Ebenezer, which fee; all three 
fituated on the river of the former name. Sa­
vannah is the capital of the colony: and in the 
S. divifion of Georgia is Frederica, on the 
ifland of St. Simon, in the mouth of the river 
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ATatamha, with feveral forts to defend thr 
iiland and neighbouring country. 

The reverend Mr. John \Vefiley, who a fe\'1 
years aao was minifter of Savannah, to which. 
he wen~ over with Mr. Oglethorpe, and had a 
particular conference there with fome of the 
chiefs of the Chickefaw Indians, give:t us an 
a~count of their fenfe of a divine providence in 
the following particulars; and how well they 
were thereby prepared for receiving the gofpeJ. 
They faid they believed that there are four be ... 
loved things above; namely the clouds, the fun, 
the clear fky, and he who Jives in it; that he 
made all men at firft out of the ground; that if 
he will, he can fave men from their enemies, be 
they ever fo numerous, and dellroy them all. 
They acknowledged that when bullets Rew rhick 
on each fide of them, and though they had even 
entered the bodies of fome of them, he (the 
good-being) did not fuffer them to hurt the one, 
or kill the other : that when their enemies came 
againft them, the beloved clouds came in their 
behalf: fo that m11ch rain had often fallen upon 
them, and fo'metimes hail, and that in a very 
hot day: that when many French and Indians 
came againft one of their towns, the beloved 
ground m1de a noife under them, and the be ... 
loved ones in the air behind them, like that of 
drums, e;uns, and lhoutings; whereupon their 
enemies were afraid, and all went away, leaving 
their provifions and guns behind them, The 
Indians added, that they always think of thefe 
beloved ones wherever they are : that they talk 
of them, and to them abroad and at home, in . 
peace, in war, before and after battle; and in­
deed- whenever, or whereever., they meet. 

They, 
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They believed, that the fouls of bad-men walked· 
up and down the place where they died, or 
where their bodies lie: and that t~ere are only­
a few whom the beloved one chufes for children, 
and is in them, takes care of them, and 
teaches them. 

We lhall next proceed to the natural hiftory of 
Georgia. This country produces Indian corn, 
as alfo wheat, oats, and barley, of which the two 
]aft grains grow befi. Very good wheat is like­
wife reaped in May ; and they mow the grafs in 
June. Here are potatoes, pumkins, water and 
mufk melons, cucumbers, all fort~ of Englilh 
green peafe (which, with proper care and culture, 
may be had almoft the whole year round) and 
garden-beans, but the Windfor fort will not .... 
flourifh here ; Indian peafe, all forts of fallading 
the year round, and all forts of fweet herbs, and 
pot-herbs : rice too, were it proper, might be 
cultivated here with fuccefs. Here are neCl:a­
rines, plums, and peaches; which three, efpe­
oially the ]aft, are almoft as common as apple­
trees are in Herefordlhire. The plums are 
ripe the beginning of M(Jy ; peaches and nee .. 
tarines the latter end of June. Here are no 
hazle-nuts, but chincapins very fweet and good ; 
wild grapes in abundance, which are ripe in 
June; as alfo four or five forts of good wind­
berries; prefimmins, much like our medlars; 
wild cherries, that grow in fprays like currans, 
and are not much larger, but tafie like a fmall 
black cherry, and are ripe in M<Iy. Here are a 
few Englith cherries in the g;)rdens and orchards; 
alfo ~pple, pear, and a few apricot-trees: many 
f the apple-trees bear twice a year; but the 

latter 



GEO 
Jatter crop is fmall. Here are gr~at quanti:ie~ 
of white mulberry-trees, the fru1t of wh1ch 
is not to compare with thofe of England, 
thouo-h the leaves are the beft food for the filk 
wor~s. Olives flourilh here in the greatefi per­
feBion; and fo do oranges, efpecially in the S .. 
part of the province, where an orange-tree has 
been known, in feven years, to rife 15 feet 
from the root to the branches. 'T'he chief tim. 
her-trees are pine-s in abundance, fix or feven 
fpecies of oaks, hiccory, black walnut, cedar, 
white and black cyprefs, white and red laurels, 
bays, myrtle, of whofe berries they make can­
c::lles ; faffifras, an infufion of whir.h makes good 
drink; beech-trees, and many others which have 
no particular name. In fome places here the 
]and is as good as any in England, were there 
but hands enough to cultivate it. 

'"rhis country affords a g1eat deal of wild 
game, particularly in winter, that is, from the 
beginning of November to the month of March;. 
fuch as wild geefe, ducks, teals, and widgeons, 
wild turkeys from 20 to 30 pounds weight, tur­
tle-doves in abundance, curlews, fand-birds,.. 
woodcocks, and partridges, but much fmaller 
than in England; deer, a creature between a 
rabbit and a hare, which is very good eating: 
and when it is very cold weather in the northern 
parts of America, here are vafr flights of wild 
pigeons, which are very eafy to lhoot. The 
chief game here in the fummer feafon is deer 
and ducks, which latter are called fummer .. 
ducks; and the poorer fort of people kill great 
numbers of polfoms and racoons: the polfoms, 
if young and fat, eat very much like a fucking 
pig ; and the tafie of the racoons, which are 
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commonly fat, refembles that of lamb. The 
pofloms have a falfe belly, or natural pouch, into 
which the young ones run if they are frighted; 
~nd then it immediately clofes up like a bag or 
purfe. Here are many tygers, but fmall, and 
beats, the Befh of whofe cubs eats like that of 
young p;~s. Here are wild cattle, and wolves, 
that often run away with the calves of the tame 
ones. In the woods are abundance of fnakes, 
but none venemous, except the rattlt> fnake; for 
the bite of which, however, the Indians have a 
fecret and fure remedy, if applied in a little time 
after it. In the rivers are abundance of !hark$ 
and alligators. Here is plenty of fifh, which, in 
fummer efpecially, are very cheap, fuch as 
trouts, mullet, whitings, black-fifh, rock-fifh,_ 
{beeps-heads, drum-fifh, bafs, fiurgeons, which 
are hard to catch, and fundry other very good 
kinds. With regard to ihell-fifh, here are 
oyfiers innumerable, but not (o good as the 
Englifh, crabs, clams, mufcles, coucks, and 
prawns, fo large that half a fcore of them will 
ferve a moderate fiomach. 

Provifions here are all at a reafonable rate; as is 
the beer of Old England, the rum of our plan­
tations, Liilion and Madeira wines, (which lafr 
is the principal wine drank here) likewife bran­
dy. Here are oranges and limes very cheap, 
and ere long will be much cheaper, great quanti­
ties having been lately planted. Jn the mean 
time they have oranges from Charles-town, in 
Carolina. Soap is made here very cheap, as in 

~~~ Georgia is· plenty of po.t-ailies. 
JID\ But of all manufaCtures, none feems fo prac-
1' ticable, and withal fo beneficial here, as the rai-
l!: fing of filk, the foil of Georgia being extremely 
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proper for the culture of mulberry-trees, and tn~ 
climate no lefs acrreeable to filk-worms. There 
are great hopes t~o of raifing wine here in time, 
thoucrh hitherto this has met with fome difficul­
ties. 

0 

The external coat of the natural grape­
produced here is not flrong enough to contain 
the juice: fo that, when ripe, it burits. The 
frofts about the vernal equinox often kill the 
vines alfo, when {hooting: and with regard to 
European grapes, many of them are defl:royed 
by the infeCts of this country. Yet experience 
has fhewn, th~t by grafting the European on the 
wild vine, all thefe inconveniencies are in a good 
rneafure prevented : for then it lboots later, and 
thus efcapes the frofl: better, the fkin of the 
grapes becomes thicker· and frronger, and the in­
fects do the Jefs harm. Some vines brought hi­
ther from Portugal and Madeira have thriven 
very we11, even in the mofl: barren parts of the 
province. In fine, nothing is wanting in this 
country but a {ufficient number of inhabitants, to 
render our fettlement as fruitful and beneficial as 
it is pleafant. 

The principal town of Georgia is Savannah;: 
which fee. 

GERMANTOWN, in the county of Philadei­
pl:tia, and province of Penfylvania, in North 
America, is the mofl: confiderable place, next 
to the city of P~iiadeJphia, in all this coun­
try; and is a corporal!:ion, confi!ling of High 
and Low Dutch: in it are between 2 and 
300 houfes: peach-trees are planted,. all along 
before the doors; and the town is very pleafant,. 
and well cleared from trees. 

GoLD RIVER, according to Wafer; lies to the 
fuuthward of the rin~r San:a Maria, in the 
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Terra Firma, or Hl:hmus of Darien, in Ame­
rica, afFording gold -dufi in great plenty; whence 
it has obtained its name. 

GosTEN, a village in the county of Orang~, 
and province of New York, in North America. 
It is fruitful in cattle, chcefc, pafiure and but ... . 
tcr. Near it are woods of white cedar, and 

black walnut-trees. 
GoYOGOUIN, the third canton of Acadia~ 

or New F ranee, bordering on New York to the 
wefiward; and hence, with thofe of Onneyouth, 
Onantagne, and Tfonnouthonan, following eac3 
other in order, are called the Upper Cantons, 
unlefs they have been fo denominated from meet'­
ing with them in the arrangement as one goes up 
the river of St. Laurence, and the lake Ontario, . 
through which that river runs. This canton of 
Goyogouin furpalfes all the others in the goodnefs 
vf the foil, and mildnefs of the climate: and the 
inhabitants take a little after it, for they have 
fiill appeared the moft traB:able amongft all the 

Iroquoi!. 
Over the whole extent of thefe five cantons, 

our European fruit-trees may be cultivated with 
fuccefs: feveral grow of themfelves there with­
out culture; and others are to be found there 
which are unknown to us. The forefts m thefe 
parts abound with chef nut and filbert-tt ee:-> of all 
forts: the one bears a fruit which is quite mild, 
and the other very bitter: but palling them 
throu~h allies, a good oil is extraCted fn>n' them 
by means f a mill, fire, and water, in the fame 
manner as we do from linfeed. In fcveral 
places are cherries without kernels, very good to 

eat; alto a tree, the bloflom of which refembles -
our white lilly, and its fruit of the f1ze and. 

colour 
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colour of an apricot, with the talte and fmeU 
of a ~itron. 

H 're is. ~lfo a wifd citron tree, which is very 
fma fl: i s fruit, o·- the magnilude of a chi­
na-crat gc, .s ver. agre"'able to th<' taite, and very 
re fre 1ing · it tlfues fnm the rnrldle of two 
lea ves, which are of the form of a heart; but 
the root of this plant is poifon. Here are apple­
trees, the apples on wh ich are of the figure of a 
goofe-egg, and the feed a kind of bean: this 
fruit is fweet-fcented, and vrry delicious : it is a. 
dwarf-tree which requires a rich and moifl: foil: 
the Iroquois have brought it fron th e country of 
the Eriez. They have aJfo carried from the 
fame place a plant which the French miffionarie~ 
have ~ermed plante univerfelle, i. e. the univerfal 
plant; the leaves of which, when bruifed, clofe 
all forts of wounds: thefe leaves are as large as 
one's hand, and of the figure of a flower de 
lys : the root of this plant has the fmell of a 
laurel, or b· y-leaf. Thefe favages have a great 
many more roots which are fit for dying, and 
fome of them give a very lively colour, See 
JROQ.!JOIS. 

GoYOGOUINS, BAY oF, in New France, in 
North America, lies 10 leagues from the river of 
Onnontague. All the coafi: in this fpace-is inter­
mixed with madhes and high grounds a little 
fandy, covered with very fine trees, elpecially oak, 
which feem to have been planted by hand. In 
this bay, P. Charlevoix being obliged to take fhelrer. 
from a violent fquall of wind, he found it to be 
,one of the finefi: places he ever faw. A peninfula 
well-woodtd firetches out to the middle of it, and 
forms a kind of theatre. On the left hand, at 
cnterin5 it, one perceives in a corner a ~ittl~ 

iflaud,. 
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ifland, which hides the mouth of a river, by 
which the Goyogouins go down into the lake. 

GRACIAs A Dros, a town belonging to the 
province of Honduras, or Comaiagua, and au­
dience of Guatimala, in North America. It is 
.fituated at the mouth of a river upon a rocky 
mountain, which has fome gold mines in its 
neighbourhood; and it was built the fame year 
as V alladolid the capital, from which it lies 
about 27 leagues to theW. for the fecurity of 
the miners. Mr. Gage fays, that the neighbour­
ing valley abounds in wheat, which, for the 
rnofi: part, is tranfported to Guatimala; and it 
breeds very good horfes and mules. 

GRANADA, IsLAND oF, or GRENADA, one 
of the Caribbee iflands, in the Atlantic ocean. It 
is fituated in lat. I 2. N. and long. 61. 40. W. 
about 20 leagues N. \V. of Tobago, and 30 N. 
of New-Andalufia, on the continent of Ame­
rica, to which this is the nearefi of all the 
French iflands in the Antilles. Labat makes it 
45, others but 30 leagues S. W~ of Bat badoes, 
and 70 from Martinico. Its extent from N. to S. 
is in form of a crefcent, being between 9 and 
I o leagues in length, and 5 where broad eft. 
Father Tertre reckons it to be twice as large as 
St. Chri!lophers, and about 24 leagues in com­
pafs : but Labat fays, that thofe who have tra­
velled it .round make its circuit to be at mofi: but 
22 leagues. 

Its original inhabitants were the Caribbean~, 
of which ~eater numbers were tempted to fettle 
here than m other illands, on account of its 
fertility, wild game, and fifhery. Monf. de 
Poincy attempted to fettle on this ifland in the 
year 1638 ; and fo did many others after him : 

but 
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b:.~t they mi(carried, becaufe the Caribbeam 
were too powerful for them to cope with, and 
St. Chriftopbers was too far off to give them 
any affiftance. The honour of an efiablilhment 
here, fays Labat, was referved for monf. Par­
quet, proprietor and governor of Martinico, 
who undertook it at his own expence. The firfl: 
colony of French which he brought hither was 
200 of the fitteft men he could find in that 
Hland, furnifhed with prefents to footh the fava­
vages, and arms to fubdue them in cafe of op­
pofition. He arrived here, after four days fail 
from Martinico, in June I 650, was received 
with great joy by the captain of the favages; 
rai fed a pretty flrong fort in lefs than a week's 
time, and having given the captain fome linen­
-cloth, looking-glaffes, bills, hatchets, knives, 
•nd other things which the Caribbeans wanted, 
befides two quarts of brandy, he yielded him 
the property of the whole iiland, in the name of 
all the Caribbeans, with a refervation only of 
their habitationo. The French had juft got in a 
crop of tobacco here, {o good, that one pound of 
it was worth three of what grew in the other 
iflands, when the Caribbeans firft repented 
of their bargain, and without any declaration of 
war, they began with way-laying and affaffi­
nating the French ftragglers, of whom feveral 
had been knocked on the head in the woods, as 
they were hunting ; or in the bays, as they 
were turning tortoiles: whereupon the French 
that landed, bemg reinforced fro"l Martinico 
with more men, attacked the favages; who de-

·-fended themfelves ~ith fhuwers of arrows; but 
were at Ja!t forced to retire to a mountain, from 
·Whence they rolled down trunks of trees upon 

tr..e 
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~e "French : and being joined foon after by otber 
favages from Dominica and St. Vincent, fell 
upon the French; but they were repulfed and de­
feated, many of them put to the fword, and 40 
who efcaped this flaughter and overthrow, ran to 
a precipice, and cafl: themfelves headlong into 
the fea; for which reafon it was afterwards cal­
led the Mountain of Leapers. The French 
burnt their cottages, defiroyed their gardens., 
plucked up the Maudioca-roots, and carried off 
every thing they met with : yet foon after the 
favages rallied in feparate bodie~ , and killed all 
the French they found abroad in the woods, &c. 
Upon this the French commander fent out 150 
men, who furprifed the remaining Caribbeans at 
day-break, and put all the men, women, and 
children they found to the fword, burnt their 
cottages, defiroyed all their provifions, feized 
their boats, and thereby di!abled them from 
.fetching any more fuccours from the neighbour­
ing ifles: yet, notwithfianding all this, they fre­
quently rebelled; and fome of the French plan­
ters having alfo mutinied againfi the proprietor, 
Mr. Parquet, after he had almofl: exhaufied 
his efiate by it, fold it, in 1657, to count de 
Cerillac at Paris, with all the veffels, arms, 
flaves, &c. for 90,000 livres, or 30,000 crowns. 
The count fent fuch a tyrannical brute to govern 
it, that the better fort abandoned it ; and the 
r.eft who frayed behim~, after feizing him, !hot. 
him dead. Neverthelefs, in 1664, the count fold 
this ifland to the French Weft India company 
for IOo,ooo livres, though only 150 planters 
were lefc out of 500 that were upon the ifland 

~~ when he took pofldlion of it: and, in 1674, 
~ .the company was obliged to give it up into the 
t hands 
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hands of the kino-. Such a change of maflers 
only gave a deal of trouble and difrurbance to the 
colony; fo that it is but very lately that it has 
begun to thrive. 

This ifland, according to fathers Tertre and 
Labat, enjoys a good air; and has a foil fo f:uit­
ful, that al1 the trees upon it, both for fruit and 
timber, are better, firaighter, taller, and larger, 
than thofe in the neighbouring iflands, the cocoa­
tree excepted, which does not grow fo high here 
as in the other neighbouring iflands. The moft 
remarkable tree in this ifland is the Latin-rree, 
which has a tall trunk ; and infl:ead of boughs, 
bears leave~, like fans, in long fi:alks, which grow­
ing together in bundles, ferve for the roofs of 
houfes. Here are falt-pits, and plenty of armadil­
los, who!e fle(h is as good as mutton, and is the 
principal food of the inhabitants, befiJes tortoifes 
and lamantim. The coafi: has abundance of 
n'le valleys, watered with g'ilod rivers, mofr of 
which i{fue from a lake at the top of a high 
mountain in the middle of the ifland: and one 
of them runs into the fea on the S. W. where 
the lhore is low, with good anchorage at the 
diftance of I 2 le;1gues; but an exceeding flrong 
current, which both ebbs and flows in a few 
hours. Round the ifland are feveral little bays 
nnd h:ubours which ferve for mooring of fhips, 
and landing of goods, and fome of the har­
bours are fortified. The whole E. coafi: is very 
fafe, clofe by the !hore, and the ifland is not 
fubjetl: to hurricanes. In fhort, the (~j] is capa­
lle of producing all the commodities of the 
climate. Its particull!r articles, befides cattle 
.,nd wild fc;wl, are fugar, ginger, indigo, and 
tobacco, with millet, and peafe. Along the 
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lhore run mountains, and alfo about the harbour 
where the habitations are ; but all the refr is a very 
fine country; and here is good travelling either 
for ho.rfes or carriages. 

Its_principal port, called Lewis, frands in the 
middle of a large bay on the W. fide of the 
ifland, having a fandy bottom, where 1000 

barks, from 300 to 400 tons, may ride fecure 
from frorms ; and the harbour will contain 1 oo 
fhips of 1000 tons, moored. Near the harbour· 
is a large round bafGn, parted from it by a fand­
bank, which, if cut, would hold a vaft number 
of veffels : by reafon of this bank large lhips are 
obliged to pafs within 8o paces of one of the 
two little mountains at the mouth of the har­
bour, and about half a mile afunder. V pon 
one of thefe a French engineer ereCted a fort~ 
with a half-moon in front, and other regular 
works all of good ftone. The fort between the 
harbour and bafon is of wood z 5 feet fq uare,. 
and furrouoded with a fl:rong pallifade of entire 
trees ; at the two corners towards the fea are 
two little wooden pavilions, in one of which lies 
the commandant. Mr. Paraquet, its firfl: pro­
prietor, relided in a greatwildernefs, encompaffing 
the mountain which lies near the harbour, at the 
foot of which are magazines of bricks and timber. 
The church, which is not far from the fort, is 
built of canes laid upon forks ; and its infide is 
as mean. In Paraquet's time, at every fixth 
cottage was a little centry-box ereCted, two 
fiories high: t? w~ich the. inhabitants of every 
fix cottages rettred m the mght, to prevent their 
being furprifed by the favages. 

The Dominicans have a fettlement four 
leagues N. of th.e fort, which is upwards of a 
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mile in breadth : through the middle of it runs a 
large river, abounding with eels, mullets, and 
cray-fiih; as the adjacent countries do with par­
tridges, wood-pidgeons, ortolans, thrulhes, par­
rots, &c. Father Labat adds, that the people 
here are fubjetl: to obfiinate fevers, which turn 
fometimes to a dropfy. Granada the mofi S. of 
the Caribbees lies 159 miles S. W. of Barbadoes. 
Lat. 12. 21. N. Long. 6r. 36. 'E. 

GRANADA, NEw, a province of Terra 
Firma, in South America. It borders on Car­
thagena and St. Martha's on the N. Venezula on 
the E. Popayan on the S. and Darien on the W. 
Its length is reckoned to be I 30 leagues, or 390 
miles, and its breadth about 30 leagues, or go 
miles. It is furrounded with favage nations, who 
inhabit a very hot country; though New Gra­
nada, generally fpeaking, is cold, or at leaft 
temperate. In the year 1536, Ferdinand de 
Lugo, admiral of the Cararies, fent Gonzalo 
Ximenes de Qyefada his lieutenant from St. 
Martha, to difcever the country fituated along 
the great river Madalena. Ximenes travelled by 
land along the left bank of that river, but met 
with grea·t difficulties on account of the thick 
woods, and vaft number of rivers, rapid fiteams, 
and marihes, he had to crofs; but principally on 
account of the frequent inroads of the natives. 
He came to a place named Tora, which he 
called Puebla de Ios Brachas, on account of four 
rivers that joined there. At this place he paffed 
the winter, having travelled, as h~ reckoned, 
150 leagues from the fea-coafi up the land. Next 
fpring he went up along the banks of another 
river, till he came to the foot -of high mountains, 
called Opon, 50 leagues broad, very fteep and 

defer,: 
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ce(ert: having paffed thefe, he came inte an 
even plain country, well cultivated, where they 
gathered a great deal of fait from certain falt­
fprings. Thence he came with his people into 
the province of the powerful Cacique Bogota» 
whom they defeated. They afterwards plun­
dered the villages of the Indians, where they 
found fiore of gold and emeralds. Thence 
they went into the country of the Panchos, fe­
parated from that of Bagota by little hills, and 
entered into a va11ey which they called the Trum­
pet, I 5 leagues difiant from a very high moun­
tain, bare of trees, and from which the Indians 
got emeralds. Whilft they flayed in that valley, 
they took an immenfe booty, and abundance of 
gold. Three days journey further, they fubdued 
two other Caciques ; and being returned into 
the province of Bogota, they paffed through 
the country of the Panchos, and obliged the 
greateR: part of the natives to make a peace after 
a long war. Ximenes judging that this country 
was now fufficiently difcovered and fubdued~ 
called it the New Kingdom of Granada, be­
caufe he was native of the province bearing that 
name in Old Spain, and built the city of St. Fe, 
which is the capital. 

The natives ufe maize, or the caffava-root, 
infiead of bread. They have plenty of falt,. 
which they fell to great profit in the neighbour­
ing countries, particularly thofe fituated in the 
mountains, and along the river Magdalena. 
The have ore of game : the lakes and rivers 
abound with fi{h: the natives are talJ, and wear 
black, w.hite, or variegated cloaks, which they 
tie round the waift with a falh. They aclorn 
their heads with firin~ of painted flowers. very 
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ingenl.ou!Iy made of cotton. The country 
abounds with gold and filver mines: and as they 
have !lore of horfes and mules, they fend a great 
many of them into Peru. The country abounds 
with pafl:ure, wheat, and other grain, and likewife 
with fruit. 

GRAND A, a city in the provine of Nicaragua, 
and audience of Guatimala, in Old Mexico, or 
New Sp~in, in North America. It is fituated 
on the S. fide of the lake of Nicaragua, 6o 
miles S. E. of Lean ; where the Spaniards have 
mills for making of fugar, canes abounding in 
that neighbourhood. It is defended by a cafile, is 
more populous and better built than Lean; and 
the inhabitants carry on a trade both to the 
North and South-Seas. It is the mofl: frequented 
of any town in all Guatima]a : for the mer­
chants of Guatimala difpatch their goods from 
hence by the way of Carthagena, as thinking it 
fafer than to fend them by the gulph of Hondu­
ras, where they may often be intercepted by the 
Englifh and Dutch. This town was taken in 
168o, by French and Englifh free-booters, 
who fet fire to it. The intermediate country, 
lying between this city and Leon, is very fruit· 
ful and pleafant. Near Granada, on the fide of 
Nicaragua-lake, is a volcano, which fome fay may 
be feen from the North Sea; or at le~fl: a gre~t 
way in the lake towards that fea. It is a frightful 
hiiJ, being cleft down almofl: from the top to the 
bottom, like a broken faw, and our failors cali it 
the Devil's Mouth. Granada lies., 5 I miles W. 
from the city of Mexico. Lat. I I. 26. N. 
Long. 89. 12. W. . 

GRAN ADILLAs, a knot of dangerous i!lands 
;3.nd rocks ne.ar the Leeward iflands, where the 
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greatefl: channel is but three or four leagues 
broad. 

GRANDE, a river in South America, and 
empire of Peru, near Cayanta, remarkable for 
its fands, enriched with gold-duft. 

GRANVILLE, CoUNTY oF, the mofl: fouthern 
fubdivifion of South Carolina, in North Ame­
rica, of which the other three are Colleton, 
Berkley, and Craven. It is fituated along the 
river Savannah, and reckoned the mofi conve­
nient and fruitful part of all Carolina. Here a 
colony of Scots fettled under lord Cardrofs, but 
were obliged to quit it for fear of the Spaniards : 
(o that the country continued unin1abited by any 
Europeans till .the year I 7 32, vhen one m on(. 
Purry, a gentleman of Neuf.chattcl in Switzer­
land, eir 0 cncDt! ; rrrd bv the r..ovrrnmcnt both 
''' En~ .. ~:.J' ~·yl'~ r:< .;i · < 11 . :: ·~····~·: t . ! ··•': ., 
comp ::;~lY of s-:i( tl:ctc : a:d :::cc :·Ji: ~d·, J ,. L 

perions were tranfpon cJ thither the afo relai d 
year, who were foon follov,red by a great many 
more: fo that in a very little time the colony 
confifted of above 300 pcrfons. They fettled on 
the northern bank of the river Savannah, where 
they built a town which they called Purryfourgb, 
about 36 miles above the mouth of the river. 
The fide which Mr. Purry pitched on is in Iat. 
32. 20. N. on a fpot of ground, formerly called 
the great Yamafee -bluff. 

The colony frill continued to increafe : and irt 
the year I 7 34, m on f. Purry brought 2 70 pcrfons 
more from• Switzerland, who arrived fafe at 
Purryfburgh: fo that now in this new fettlcment 
are upwards of 6oo fouls, who were all tran­
fported thither within the fpace of two years. 
·'I'hi was done in purfuance of a fcheme pro-
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pofed by monf. Purry to the affembly of South 
Carolina; and his fcheme was to people the 
fouthern frontier of Carolina with brave and la­
borious people, fuch as the Swirs are known to 
be. The affemb1y of Carolina highly approved 
.of the !Cheme, and in order to affill: him in the 
execution of it, paired 2n atl, dated the 20th of 
Augull. I 7 3 I, by which they fecured to him a 
reward of 400 I. upon his bringing over to Caro­
lina I oo efFeCtive men. In this act the affembly 
prom ifed alfo to furnilh provifions, tools, &c. 
for 3-00 perfons for one year, appropriating to 
that ufc part of the negro-duty, which the king 
l1ad granted on condition that it fhould be em­
ployed to fettle poor proteftants in Carolina. 
Purryiburgh is one of the I 1 townChips whicll 
were to be efiablilhed in South Carolina by the 
41d article cfhis majefty's royal infiructions to the 
governor of that province, in which it is de­
clared, That each of thefe I r townfhips confifr 
of zo,ooo acres of land to be laid out in [quare­
plots of ground; that 50 acres (part of the 
above 20,000) !hall be granted to every inhabi­
tant at their fidl: fett1ing: and to the intent land 
near the town!hip may not be wanting for the 
conveniency of the inhabitants, as their fub. 
Hance fhall increafe, no perfon, except the in­
habitants, fha11 be allowed to take up any land, 
within fix miles of the fa id townlhips refpeClively, 
to which the faid townfhip fhall be contiguous .. 
Befides thefe infhuctions to the governor, the 
property of 48,ooo acres of land were granted 
to monf. Purry, upon condition that he ihould 
import, or caufe to be imported into Sou~h Caro­
lina 6oo Swifs, within the fpace of fix years ;. 

which 
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which he performed in two years, as has been 
ihewn above. 

Not to enter into the difcuffion how far the 
promifes made to monf. Purry have been per­
formed, and what difficulties this new colony 
both had, and fl:ill has to firuggle with; let it 
only be obferved that if this colony had been 
properly fupportcd and encouraged, it would 
have proved very beneficial to Carolina, being, 
together with Georgia, on account of its fitua­
tion, a fort of bulwark againfi: the inroads of 
the Indians ; and perhaps of the Spaniards and 
French. It would alfo have proved very advan­
taQeous to Great Britain, becaufe numbers of 
V~udois, who are proteflants, inhabiting the 
valleys of Piedmont, would have gone and fet­
tled at Purryfuurgh, a3 a few of them have al­
ready done: but by far the greatefi part of them 
were difheartened, up(:>n hearing what ufage their 
countrymen and the Swifs met with there. For · 
the Vaudois making very fine !ilk in their own 
country, would have very much improved that 
manufaCture in Carolina, whereby vafr fums 
which are yearly fent from England into Italy 
for filk, would have been faved to the nation by 
the fupply of that commodity from this country. 

Purryfuurgh conflfls ~ow of upwards of JOO 

houfes tolerably well built. 
In the county of Granvillc is the river May, 

which joining with the river Cambage, forms, 
together with the fea, the ifland of Edelano. 
The count.-y lying upon the banks of the May 
was formerly inhabited by an Indian nation, 
called the V efioes. In it alfo is a pleafant lake, 
and deftghtful va1ley. Port Royal river lies 
about I 5 miles to the northwards Qf the river 
' D 4 May .. : 



May: it has a bold entrance, and I 7 fet:t in 
depth on the bar at Iow,water. The"harbour is 
large, commodious, and fafe for fhipping; and 
it runs up into a fine fruitful country, preferable 
to any other parts of Carolina. It fpends itfelf, 
by various branches:~ into other large rivers. 
This port lies not above 180 miles from St. Au­
guftine; and might be a great curb upon the 
.Spaniards there, who have not a confiderable 
fettlement in thofe parts. The firfi: Englilh that 
came to Carolina thinking to fettle here, were 
adviied hy the Indians to the contrary, becaufe 
this harbour being the finefl: in this country, 
wo Id have tempted the Spaniards to difiurb 
them. 

. . . 
1 ~ 1 • \ ~ r, ., · t 1 
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~1'0fl;"r trnvr: in_ tt..;<; ~n !rtry. It 
~h: ~~: ..... ' j v: _rJurt 1 See 

JI!..ATIAS A D os, the name Coiumbus 
gll.'e to a cape of Honduras, in Mexico and 
North America, upon his meeting with a fa­
vourable wind. It is fituated in 1at. 14. 36. N. 
Long. 84. I 2. \V. 

Gu ADALAJ ARA, one of the three difhiB:s, 
governments, or courts of audience, into which 
Old Mexico, or New Spain, in North Ame­
rica, is divided : the other two are Mexico and 
Guatima1a: this audience is alfo called the 

_kingdom of New Gallicia. It lies the furthell: 
to the N. of the three audiences of New Spain, 
though fituated on the coafi: of the South-Sea. 
Its extent is between lat. 20 and ~ N. On 
the E. and S. it is bounded by Panuco, witb fe­
veral provinces of the audience of Mexico; on 
the N. by the kingdom of New MexiC'o ; and 
Eln the W. it is wafhed by the South-Sea, and the 
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gulph of California, on the coaft of which Jaft 
it fl:retches above 200 leagues from S. E. toN .W .. 
but within land it is very irregular, and the N. 
part, efpecially, is very narrow: yet in fome 
places it is reckoned 500 milei broad. 

Its climate differs much, according to its fitua­
tion, being partly in the Temperate, and partly 
in the Torrid Zone: yet it is much more tem­
perate than any other part of New Spain; and 
in the general it is reckoned healthy: fo that it 
is common for people to live here to 100 years of 
age: but it is much infefted with gnats, bugs, 
and other vermin. The foil is mofily mountain­
ous and woody: fo that the coa:fl: looks like a 
defert. It is faid, that the Spaniards have quite 
forfaken the coaft: on purpofe, that if {hangers 
fhould land, they may not find any temptation to 
fl:ay, becaufe, befides the filver mines in this 
province, fome of gold have been lately dif­
covered, which are of very great value: and 
they chufe to tranfport the ore on mules to 
Mexico, rather than run the rifk of expofing fo 
valuable a produtl: to be intercepted by foreigners, 
if they ventured to fend it in fmall veffels by fea. 
With regard to the refr, the country is pretty 
fruitful; and it produces European and Indian 
grain fo plentifully, that the latter yields a hun­
dred-fold, and the other two hundred : but it is 
often de:fl:royed by locufl:s, and va:fl: numbers of 
pyes, no larger than fparrows, as their olives are 
by ants. In this country are all forts of fruit~, 
herbs, and roots, better than thofe in Europe; 
plenty of tugar-canes, cochineal, and bees~ 
faid to be v.rithout fl:ings. The paftures abound 
with all 'torts of cattle; and the woods with ve­
nifon,. .pine, and oak-trees; yet they are infefted 
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by wolves and fcorpions. Here is medicin-at 
pepper, which cures all fores; . green- fiones 
alfo, faid to be a fpecific againft the gravel, fra­
grant flowers, valuable drugs, and rich mines of 
filver, copper, and lead. On the coafi alfo is a 
good pead-fifuery. The natives are fubtle, 
treacherous-, and lazy : they are armed with 
bows and arrows ; and often attack the Spaniards 
from the woods, except when the Spanifh 
officers are in conjunction with their caciques in 
the government. The better fort of Spaniards 
live here by trade, and are mafiers of the filver­
mines: the others following tillage and grafing. 

The Spaniards place an Indian cacique, with 
two Spaniards, over each village, who regulate 
+he price of proviftons. The Caciques are fuc­
ceeded by their heirs: they are very fenfible of 
affronts, and pride themfelves in their valour. 
Such of the natives as pretend to be civilized, 
are very imlolent and lazy, and will not work 
but for great wages. Their apparel is a fhirt, 
and fquare cloak of cotton, fafiened with two 
buttons before: they have drawers and coverlids 
of the fame, and lie upon flags and matts made of 
there : they wear green fiones and fhells about 
their necks, arms, and legs. Their chief re­
creation is dancing to the found of a hollow 
itick. Horfe-flefh, and maize .. cakes, are their 
principal and moft delicious dainties j and cho­
colate and magncy-wine, their favourite liquors. 

'rhis audience of Guadalaj2ra is fubdivided 
:nto th~ fo!lowin; fcven pwvinccs, .. as they lie 
from S. t N. namci\', Guadai} ra Proper, 
Xalifco, Chi~metlan, Z<.cateens, New BiJcay~ 
Cu1iacnn, and Cinaloa; all which fee. t 
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Gu ADALAJ ARA PRoPER, which is the prin­

cipal province, and gives name to the whole au­
dience, is bounded on the E. and S. by the pro­
vince of Mechoacan ; on the N. by that of Xa­
lifco; and a corner of it wafued by the Pacific 
ocean on the W. Notwithfianding its fitua­
tion under the Torrid Zone, it is healthy, tem­
perate, and fruitful ; producing not only goocl 
timber, but European and Indian wheat in great 
plenty; and all the fruits found in both coun­
tries: befides the vafi treafures of filver com­
monly taken out of its mines. It is not above 
50 leagues ejther in length or breadth .. 

Gu ADALAJ ARA, a city of !v1exico, and ca­
pital of the lafi: mentioned province, bearing its 
name, or of New Gallicia. It is the head of 
the audience, the feat of the royal courts of 
juftice, and a bifuop's fee of a confiderable re­
venue, which is a fuffragan to Mexico. It is a 
large, populous, and neat city, ftanding very 
pleafantly on the banks of the river Baranja, or 
Efquitlan, which iffues from the lake of Me­
choacan, whence it goes with a rapid fiream to­
wards the N. W. and at four leagues from this 
city it has a very high fall, after which it hafiens 
into the Pacific ocean, between Xalifco and 
Chiametlan. It is no where fordable; fo that 
the Spaniards crofs it in boats. The lake of 
Chapala, which is faid to be 40 leagues in 
circuit, lies on the S. fide of this city. In this 
city are feveral churches, befides its :fiately ca­
thedral, and fom~ convents for both fexes. It 

. is reckone to lie 262 miles W. of the city of 
Mexico : nd ftands in a plain which is not only 
watered y the above-mentioned river, but by fe­
vcral br oks and fprings that make it produCtive 
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of great fl:ore both of corn and grafs. About five 
leagues from it is a mountain of a prodigious 
height; and fo fteep that no beafts of burthen 
can climb it, and all the other mountains about 
it are craggy, and full of large pine and oak 
trees. It lies in I at. 20. 5 I. N. Long. I oS. 
20. E. 

GuADALOUPE, or vulgarly GuARDALOUPE, 
<>ne of the largefi of all the Caribbees, in that 
divifion of them, called the Leeward iflands. 
It is fituated in the Atlantic ocean, in America. 
It was fo called by Columbus, who firft dif. 
covered it, from its refemblance of its mountains 
to thofe of that name in Old Spain: the Carib­
heans called it Karukera, or Carriceura. As 
foon as Columbus landed here, he and his Spa­
niards were attacked by a fhower of arrows, 
fhot by the women on the ifland, who were foon, 
however, difperfed by his fire-arms: upon 
which his ll)en plundered and burnt their houfes, 
or huts, where were found great quantities of ho­
ney, wax, iron, bows and arrows, cotton [_fun 
and unfpun, cotton-hammocks, and looms for 
weaving; together with pompions, or a fort of 
pine-apples, mafiic, aloes, fandal, ginger, fran­
kincenfe, a fort of cinnamon-trees, and various 
fruits and herbs different from ours. The birds 
.he faw here were large parrots, partridges, tur­
tles, and nightingales ; belides claws, herons,. 
falcons, and kites. He found the houfes here 
betrer and fuller of provifions than any he had 
feen in thefe iflands. A voyage made to Guada­
loupe by the Spaniards, in I 6z 5, g~ves the fol­
lowing account. The naked Barbari~ ns of this, 
:1s well as the other illands, ufed to be very im­
patient for the arrival of the Spanilh Re ·ts once 

~. year: 
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a year : they reckoned up their months by 
moons; and when they thought the time draw­
ing near, prepared fugar-canes, plantanes, tor­
toifes, and other provifions, in order to barter 
with them for iron, knives, and haberdat11ery­
wares. The Indians had round canoes like 
troughs, painted with the Engliih, Dutch, and 
French arms ; this being then a common port 
for all nations that failed to America. The hair 
of the natives hung down to the middle of their 
backs, and their faces were ilaihed and pinked. 
They had thin plates dangling at their nofes, 
like hog-rings, and they fawned like children 
upon the Spaniards. 

It is upwards of 6o miles long, and about the 
fame breadth. According to Moll, this ifland is 
15 miles N. W. of Marigalante; and it is rec­
koned to be 8 5 miles N. of Martinico. Till 
very lately, namely 1759, it was fubject to the 
French ; but commodore Moore and generaL 
Barrington have entirely reduced it to the obe­
dience of Great Britain, whofe troops are now 
in poffeffion of it, and alfo of Marigalante .. 
Guadaloupe is the Iargefl: and one of the .finefl: 
iflands which belonged to the French in thofe 
parts; being, according to father Tertre, near 
100 leagues in circuit. He has given a map of 
it, which reprefents it as divided into two parts 
by a channel about a league and a half over, 
called the Salt-river, navigable only by canoes ; 
which runs N. and S. and communicates with -
the fea on both fides, by a 1ar~e bay at each end, 
of which that on the N. is cal1ed Grand cui de 
Sac; an that on the S. Petit cui de Sac. The 
E. par of the ifland is- called Grande Terre, 
and ·. about I 9 leagues from Antigua point on. 
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the N. W. to the point of Guadaioupe on tne 
S. E. and about nine leagues and a half in the 
middle, where broadefr. The French geogra­
pher, M. Robbe, makes this part about so 
leaaues in circuit. TheW. part, which is pro­
perly Guardaloupe, according to Laet, is fubdi­
vided by a ridge of mountains, into Capes-terre 
en the W. and Baffe-terre on the E. This is 
I 3 leagues and a half from N. to S. and 7 and a 
half where broadeft: and, according to M .. 
Robbe, 45 leagues in circuit. Both parts would 
be joined by an ifihmus a league and a half in 
breadth, were it not cut through by the faid ca­
nal. Labat fays, that the French were obliged 
to abandon Grande~terre in I 6g6, by the reafon 
of the frequent incurfions and depredations com­
mitted there by the Englifh from Antigua and 
Montferrat. Befides, this part is defiitute of 
fre1h water, :which is fo plentiful in the other, 
(properly call d Guadaloupe, as having been 
:firft dilcovered and inhabited) that it has enough 
to fupply the neighbouring iflands. He makes 
the latter 35 leagues in cornpafs, and both 
iflands together about go. The Salt-river, he 
fays, is about so toifes, or 300 feet over at its 
mouth, towards the Great cui de Sac, from 
whence it grows narrower; fo that in fome 
places it is not above 90 feet over. Its depth is 
Jikewife as unequal as its breadth : for in fome 
places it will carry a lhip of 500 tons; and in· 
others hardly bear a veffcl of 50. It is a fmooth, 
dear ftream, above two leagues from the one 
Cui de S?c to the other, and finely ~ded, for 
the mofr parr, with mangroves. 

The air here is very clear and health~; and 
not fo hot as in Martinico. Here is alfo jftenty 

. o£ , , 
,. .. / 



GUA 
of water, and as good as the foil is rich;' which 
lafi is not inferior to that of Martinico. It is 
equally cultivated and fortified with equal 
firength. Its produce is the fame with that of 
Martinico, and its export of fugar is as great, 
befides indigo, cotton, and thofe other commo­
dities produced in all the ifiands of that part of 
America called the Weft Indies. 

The French began to fend colonies to Gua­
daloupe about tbe year I 632. But it made no 
great figure till the prefent century, fince the 
beginning of which it has vafily increafed. It is 
faid to contain Io,ooo European inhabitants, and 
30,000 negroes.. And the French have fortified 
it with feveral regular forts. Here Labat found· 
the copau-tree, fo famous for its fanative bal­
fam, or oil; and which he had fought for in vain 
hroughout all the French iflands. It is a hand­

fame tree, about 25 feet high, with a leaf l1ke 
that of an orange tree, only longer and more 
pointed, and of an aromatic fmell; as is alfo its 
bark. Its wood is white and very foft; and it is 
of a quick growth. (See La bat's directions with 
regard to the time and method of cutting the 
bark to let out the balm.) It does not, he 
fays, grow hard or dry, like the balfam of 
Peru ; and he commends it as a fpecific for 
almoft every malady, both internal and external .. 
He alfo found here that called the milk-lhrub, 
with a leaf reiembling that of a laurel, only 
larger, thicker, and fofter; and its fibres, when 
prd fed, yield a liqu0r of the colour and fub­
ftance of 1ilk. It has blofioms of five or fix 
flowers eh, much refembling thofe of jeifa­
mine, · d containing in the middle a little oval' 
bud in vhich i two fmall grains or kernels, that 
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are the feed of the tree. It alfo thrives V$ry 
well from flips. The bark is a pale green with­
out, and white within, and has a pith like that 
of an alder. The fiem of the leaves is about an 
inch long, with a knot where it touches the bark. 
Labat commends its juice for almofi as many 
virtues as the copau-tree. Here is alfo the men­
bane-tree, which bears yellow plums, where­
with they fatten their hogs; and the corbary, 
~tree which bears fruit in a 1he11, containing a 
downy pulp of a faffron colour: and it yields a 
gum, which being hardened in the fun, be­
comes very clear: fo that the native Caribbeans 
ufe it for bracelets and other ornaments. Here 
are pear-trees, like thofe of Europe with regard 
to the leaf, but they do not bear fruit. The 
chief produCt: of the foil, befides what has been 
above-mentioned, is tobacco, caffia, bannanas, 
pine-apples, ftore of rice, maize, mandioca, 
and potatoes. Some of the mountains in the 
ridge aforefaicl are overgrown with trees ; and at 
the foot of others are large plains, watered by 
freih and fwcet fireams. Among thefe is a fort 
of volcano continually finoking, which commu­
nicates a fulphurous tafie to the rivers about it: 
and here are feveral boiling hot fprings; particu­
larly one to the W . fide near the ifland of Goy­
aves, which are fa id to re good for the dropfy, and 
aJI diltempers proc-eeding from colds. The two 
gulphs called the Culs de Sac, abound with tor­
toifes, £harks, pi l ot~, and the other fi{h com­
mon to thefe fe :' : and here is abundance of 
thofe call ed land-clc~b:-, with fwarnf.: of muf­
ketlt .. s and .::nats. 

The fort~ of tt1is ifland, as defcribed:.lly fa­
then Tertrc and Labat, arc, 1. Fort L twis in 
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the Grande Terre, on the E. fide of the bay 
called Petit Cui de Sac. It is too high to defend 
the veffels that anchor at the bottom of it: and 
therefore the French have creB:ed a redou t be· 
low it, with a battery of fix guns which play into 
the road. From this fort may be feen no .. only 
the greatefr part of the Cabes-terre and Grand 
Cul de Sac, and many fmall iflands in the Petit 
Cul, with the iflands of Xaints; but alfo the 
mountains of Dominica in clear weather. This 
fort lies in the parifh of Gofier on the Grande 
T'erre. Certain abyffes, as Labat calls them, 
are in the Grande Terre, which are great inden­
tures made in the land by the fea, affording 
fhelter for veffe1s, in very deep water, from the 
hurricanes, or an enemy ; and where they arc 
i1 ,I ' , , ! '': i /'~ t:r. tYr('' I" {' (' ('

1 fic 1(.' , 

2 . Ti1c G:-c..:t (. l {C S · ;.t~· ;; 11 :-.-~- n 
f. ·;c or {i, Jc;.1gues in leng l,, fi om the po~t t o r· 
Grofs 1orne in the B<dTe 1 e1 re, to tha of P n­
tigua in the Grande Terre. It is al[o nearly 
three leagues in the broadeft part; and at lcaft 
one in the narroweil:; with fafe riding for fhips 
of all rates. 

3· The Petit Cui de Sac is a populous, well 
cultivated, and trading parifh, to the N. of that 
of Goyaves: and both are in the Cabes-terre, 
on the E. fide of Guadaloupe Proper. Here are 
no lefs than eight rivers, befides near as many 
brooks that run into the fea in the fpace of four 
leagues, betwixt the river of Coin, which is to 
t?e W. of the Salt-river, and the Brick -kiln 
nver. 

Ginge• comes up extremely well in the E. 
part of roper Guadaloupe, betwixt the Great 
Cui de and the river of Cabes~terre. And 
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though the climate of thefe iflands is very hot, 
the people eat a vaft-quantity of it, even when 
green. The Cabes-terre river, called the Great 
river, is in fome places 180 feet wide. Its wa­
ter is very clear; but almofr impaifa~le by rea .. 
fon of numerous rocks. 

The next river to the S. is the Grand Carbet, 
and a little further is the Grand Bananiers, that 
terminates the quarter called Cabes-terre, which 
is by much the finefl: part of the ifland. For 
from this river to the Grofs Morne, where be­
gins the Grand CuJ, it is a very even country, 
near 20 leagues in extent by the fea-fide; which 
is only a league in fome places, and at moft but 
four from the mountains. 

The quarter of the Trois Rivieres on the 
S. E. fide is four miles broad, with a good foil 
for fugar-canes, and feveral confiderable fettle­
ments. The French have here at the S. end, 
what they call the Old Fort for the fecurity of 
the coaft, which is very even, has good an­
chorage, and fmooth water; where, lhould an 
enemy make a defcent, and polfe!s themfelves of 
this part, they might cut off the communica­
tion betwixt the Cabes-terre and Batie-terre, and 
fo make themfelves mafiers of the whole. The 
French have therefore planted two guns at the 
point to give an alarm. And in the fulphur­
mountains is a redoubt called Dos d'Afne, to 
which upon a defcent, the French fend their befl: 
effech, wives, children, &c. But the country 
here is fo full of woods and precipif:es, that a 
handful of men might keep off an arr y. 

The river of the Galleons on the S. \V. fide, 
where the French have another fort, is \~, confi­
derable river; and when fordable, the o~y paf-
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{age from the Cabes-terre to the Baffe-terre. 
Here is excellent anchorage, but the water taftcs 
of fulphur and vitriol, caufing fluxes. 

The chief fort of the whole ifland is that at 
the town of Baffe-terre, two leagues N. from 
the point of the old fort ; which, at the firft peo­
pling, confifled of two confiderable towns; 
one clofe by the river St. Louis,. or the Riviere des 
Peres, i. e. the J acobine Friars river : the other 
on both fides of the Bali.ff river; where was at 
fidl: a chapel, now turned to a parochial church. 
But the former having been carried away 
twice i>y the inundation of the river in a hurri­
cane, the inhabitants removed towards the fort, 
where they built the latter town, which is now 
the principal town of the ifland, having fevcral 
churches, monafleries, &c. and a call:le with 
four bulwarks, befides a fort on a ncighbouFing 
mountain: yet it has been ruined more than 
once. In I 69 I it was burned by the Englifh, 
together with fome other forts; and when en­
tirely rebuilt, it was carried away by an inunda­
tion of the river Bailiff. It was begun to be re­
built when the Englifu burnt it again in I70J,. 

together with Magdalen and other forts. This 
fort ftands upon higher ground than the town : 
its walls are walhed on the S. E. by the river • 
Galieons; on the S. W. it faces the the fea~ 
being only 100 paces from it; and on the N. \V. 
fide it looks towards the town and the moun­
tains. The moft confiderable part of the town 
is between e fort and the river of Herbs; and 
this is prG erly the town of Baffe terre; and 
that whiuh extends from the river to th e brook of 
Billan, s called the town of St. Francis, from 

cbur ' and convent of Capuchins in it. La­
bat 
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bat reckoned the houfes in both towns, in the 
year 1696, to be about 26o, but generally of 
timber. 

Betwixt the river Bailiff on the \V. and the 
great river of Goyaves, or St. Charles, on the 
E. are the ruins of another fortification defhoved 
by the Engl ifh in I6gi. All the ground ·be­
tween the Bailiff river, and that of P1effis, is 
called rhe Marlh of St. Robert. The parilh of 
Bailiff is feparated by the P1effis river from the 
parilh of the inhabitants, whither fuch retired as 
had, at the firfr fett1ement, ferved the term of 
three years, which they had contratted for with 
the company. Here is a river of the fame 
name ; and a little to the W. of it, another 
fmall one called Beangendre, the boundary of 
t. h"' ': 1
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the Engfi (h made their deient.in 169r, the mofr 
likely place for every man of them to be cut to 
pieces, had the general officers behaved as they 
ought, on account, fays La bat, of the many 
defiles, difficult paffes, mountains and rivers be­
twixt the landing-place and the fort of Baffe­
terre. 

Labat met with no bird of palfage in any of 
the iflands, but in this and Dominica, whither 
they rep dr at a certain time of the year to 
couple, lay their eggs, and hatch their young. 
He fuppofes it to be the devil-bird, which is feen 
in Virginia and the neighbouring countries from 
May to October. It is of the fize~1f a young 
pullet, its plumage black a£ jet, very ._'\Jort legs, 
with feet like thofe of ducks, but arr~d with 
fl:rong claws, its back an inch and a h~.f long, 
bu.t crooked, lharp pointed, and e~-emep 
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hard. It fees befi: at night, when it catches filh 
out of the fea, from which they return in the 
morning to the Devil's mountain, not far from 
Bailiff river, where they lodge by pairs in holes 
like rabbits. And at night when they fly out to 
fea, they make fuch a chatter, as if they called 
or anfwered one another. They flay here from 
the beginning of Oetober to the end of Novem­
ber ; and are not feen till January ; and then 
only fingle ones in each hole till March, when 
they have two young ones, which before they 
are fledged are covered with a down like goflings, 
and called cottons. About the end of May they 
are ready to fly, and then are not feen nor heard 
till September. Their flelh is black, and has a 
filhy tafie ; but otherwife very good and nouri1h­
jng. The young ones are the tendereft, but 
their fat is like oil. They are roafied or boiled, 
and ferved up with a ragout of orange-peel and 
the leaves of the Indian wood. Thefe birds are 
the main fuftenance of the negroes and poor 
people, who have nothing el(e to live on during 
the feafon; and our author, after calling them 
manna from heaven, thought it a great provi ... 
dence that thefe birds harboured in places fo diffi­
cult to climb, as he found this mountain to be; 
.otherwife the French would have defiroyed the 
fpecies long ago. 

Father Labat accompanied four negroes in 
this kind of fowling, which took them up fi~ 
hours before they got to the top of the moun­
tain: wh , thrufiing fwitches feven or eight feet 
,long, wit' a crook at the end, into each hole 
where -; devil is, which dogs trained up to the 
,chace ifcover by barking at the entrance to it ; 
the li ds either fafien on the fwitch with their 
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beaks, and rather than quit their hold, fufFer 
themfelves to be dragged out: or if they do not 
bite the fwitch, it is turned round fo often in the 
hole, till one of its wings being entangled in the 
crook, it is drawn out by force: fo that by 
noon they had taken 198 of thefe birds. 

The top of the mountain of Sulphur, to 
which Labat paffed over the river St. Louis, he 
found bare, without any thing but fern, and 
fome forry Carubs full of mofs. From hence he 
plainly faw not only Dominica, the Xaintes 
iflands, and Marigallante; but he had a clear 
view of Martinico one way, as well as Mon­
ferrat, Nevis, and the neighbouring iflands the 
other. He travelled round the hill among burnt 
fiones and whitilh allies, which in fome places 
were above his ancles, and fmelt firong of ful­
phur. Thefe incre.afed the higher he afcended; 
and at the top, which is a vafl: rugged platform, 
covered with all fizes of burnt ftones, fmoke 
iffued out from fundry clefts and chinks. On 
the E. fide of the mountain he faw two mouths 
of this fulphur pit, one of which was oval, and 
he judged to be about 100 feet in its greate!l: dia­
meter; but remembring the fate of Pliny, he 
dudt not venture near to fathom its depth, it, 
every now and then, emitting thick clouds of 
fmoke, with fparks of fire. The negroes who 
fell brimfione fetch it from this mountain. 
About 200 paces below the leaft and lowe!l: 
mouth are three little pools of very hot water, 
four or five paces afunder, the bjggefJ: of which 
may be about fix feet in diameter. ~water is 
ve~y ?ark-coloured, and fm:lls li_k_e t~· t in a 
fmlth 's forge. The fecond IS whtttlh, -.,_nd has 

· the tafte of alum, The third is blue, a 't.J ?f j 
..... ~re 



GUA 
vitriolic taRe. Here are alfo feveral fmall fprings, 
'"hich uniting, form divers rivers or torrents : 
one of them called the White river from the 
afhes and fulphur covering it, falls into that of 
St. Louis. The middle and bottom of this 
burning mountain are as different from the top, 
as if in quite another country, being covered 
with a delightful verdure of tall trees and her~ 
bage, watered with abundance of rivulets, and 
very carefully cultivated. 

The bees here are blacker and rounder than 
ours in Europe, but not half fo big; nor do 
they feem to have any fling ; or if they have, it 
is too weak to pierce the fkin. They have no 
hives but in hollow-trees; their wax is black, 
or of a deep purple colour : and Labat fays, 
that all the art of his countrymen could not 
turn it to white or yeUow; befides it is too foft 
for candles; nor is it ufed here for any thing but 
fering over the corks of bottles, after it is tho­
roughly refined. The bees here lay their honey 
in little bladders of wax of the form and fize of 
a pidgeons-egg, though more pointed, and al­
mofi like the bladder of a carp. Thefe, though 
~hey may be eafily parted, are fo artfully ranged, 
that there feems to be no void between them. 
Thefe bladders are mofily full of honey ; but in 
fome of them is a yellow matter like the ovules 
of a carp, and glutinous, without any fmell 
but that of honey. The negroes fay thefe are 
the bees excrements ; but they would feem ra­
ther to be t e impregnated ovules in a fiate to­
wards the j rmation of infects. Their honey is 
always ~hid, of the confiftence of olive-oil. 

Here s another fort of fres, which are very 
extraor mary both in fize and form. 'l'hefe Mr. 
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Rochefort has mifiaken for the phalanges; and 
{:aptain Dampier for fpiders. There are indeed 
fpiders in thefe iflands, fame perhaps as large as· 
a man's fi£1:, but without horns, nor are they 
poifonous. The French are very cautious of de­
ftroying them, becaufe they eat a fiinking infect 
called ravets, of the fi~e and almofi the lhape of 
May-bugs, but a little flatter and more tender, 
which gnaw paper, piClure~~ and other furniture, 
and foul wherever they pitch with their ordure. 
As they fly every where, and more by night than 
day, they either entangle themfelves in thefe fpi­
ders-webs; or elfe if they pitch and happen to 
fleep, the fpider, which is on the watch, feizes 
them napping, and fucks them till their !kin is 
as dry as parchment. So much for the natural 
hifiory of this ifland. 

We !hall now proceed to give fame account 
of the French fettlement on Guadaloupe. M. 
de Olive, or, according to Labat, M. de Loline, 
their lieutenant-general at St. Chrifiophers, and 
M. du Pleffis, having made a contraCt with fame 
merchants of Dieppe, arrived here in 1635, 
with a commiffion from the general company of 
the American iflands at Paris, to plant colonies, 
and to be governors either of this ifland, Domi­
nica, or Martinico. They brought with them 
400 men, who were obliged to ferve them three 
years for their palfage ; befides four Dominican 
friars, for whom cardinal Richelieu had obtained 
great privileges from pope Urban VIII. Eighteen 
of this order had, it feems, be~. murdered 
by the natives here in 1603 and IC'04· The 
two governors landed firfi at Martinico·,4J May, 
but going a,fhore where they difcovere '\ a good 
n.umber of ferp~nts, and faw nothing el~'>- befcye 
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them but mountains and precipices, they came to 
Guadaloupe, of which they took pofi'dlion, by 
erecting a crofs with the ufual ceremonies, as 
they had done at Martinico. But Labat fays 
they landed at the very worfr part of all Guada­
loupe. When they had landed, each of the go­
vernors took his ihare of the men, provifions, 
and ammunition; but not without fome quarrel. 
And they had feveral bickerings in the voyage, 
which brought great calamities afterwards upon 
the colony. M. d~ Olive built a little fort cal­
led St. Peter's, as he took po!feffion on the eve 
of that faint's fefiival. The favages coming 
down were well received, and for a few prefents 
helped the colony in building their cottages ; 
furni!hed them with the l\1andioca plant, of 
which they made caflavi, the bread of the 
country; as alfo with fome feed of tobacco, 
cotton, and divers kinds of peafe; taught them 
to make fil11ing-canoes, and to turn the tortoifes 
and lamantines. In fhort, had it not been for the 
fri.endlhip of the favages, the colony would have 
perilhed through famine; for they brought only 
two months provifions from France ; part of 
which being fpoiled in the voyage, they were 
reduced to five ounces of bread each man ; fo 
that having no meal or fait meat left, they were 
forced to eat frefh tortoife, which threw many of 
them into bloody fluxcs, of which they died. 
Some frayed on the ifland, where they were 
civilly entertained by the favages: and others 
fled to St. Qhrifiopher's. At Iafi the famine 
grew fo t~:rible that they were forced to eat 
dogs, ca.r.;, rats, furgeons ointment, leather,. 
and even {lne another's excrements: and at night 
thes rar:facked the graves to feed on the dead. 

V£(., .. _r. E In 
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In fhort they were hardly refirflinPd from hanging 
or drowning themfelves. In September arrived 
a ihip with I 40 men from the merchat.ts of 
Dieppe, but the captain could not fparc them 
above a months provilion: f, , that thefe new­
comers adcled to the mif"fry ot the reft. This 
famine lafied five years, and was (ucceeded hy 
a great mortality, which was increaled by the 
unwholefome foil, but more elpecially by the 
cruelty of the commanders, who treated the 
poor half-fiarvcd men worfe than flaves, and 
even fome of them died under it. So many 
hands being cut off by the famine and mortality, 
before the great trees in the forefis were felled, 
or proper places made for plantations, the two 
governors were difcouraged to the lafi degree, 
and du Pleffis broke his heart. 

M. de Olive being tbereby left abfolute mafier · 
of this wretched colony, began an unjufi war • 
:againfi the favages, in order to obtain fubfiilence, 
and caufed great numbers of them to be rnaffa­
cred. Whereupon they called the Caribbeans of 
the neighbouring i!lands to the:.ir affifiance, and 11 

returned the ma{facre upon the French; fo that ~ 
by this means, and the famine from January m 
1636 to 1639, the colony was reduced aimoR to m. 
nothing. Mean while feveral colonies fent thi- in~ 
ther mifcarried, and of a detachment of the an 
beft men M. de Olive had left which he fent to ino; 
St. Chrifiopher's to £.tch bread, they were never wno 
more heard of. M. de Olive, to prevent the to- ~is 

\ tal ruin of the colony, fent the [uperior of the ilie j 
Dominicans to reprefent their cala~~ties to the inae( 
company in France, and folicit fpeedy fiJccours; ana, 
when by Richclieu's intereft he was c tinued mea: 
foie governor. But whtle his commiffio ' from retir, 
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the company was reading here, the Dominkans 
houfe and church was defiroyed by fire, and 
every thing in them burnt. 

The remainder of M. de Olive's people, 
having ferved their time out, demanded leave to 
return; and threatened, if refufed, to take it of 
their own accord. He wrote feveral times to the 
company at Paris for fuccours; but having no 
favourable anfwer, he fell into a phren(y, be ... 
came blind, and going to St. Chriflopher's for 
affifiance, M. Poincy the governor-general of 
the French iflands, put him under an arrefr. 
However, when the company's deputy here de­
manded men and ammunition of M. de Poincy 
to defend the colony againfl: the favages, he very 
readily fent both. He promifed to fuch as would 
go to Guadaloupe a free paflage, and provifions till 
the planters could furnifh them. And even for­
bidding the French at St. Chrifi:opher's to plant 
any more tobacco in the mountains: I 32 of them 
embarked for Guadaloupe January 14, 1640; 
but in a fl:orm were driven back, and lofl: mofi: of 
what they brought out. Neverthelefs the fhip 
being refitted, they arrived the !aft day of the 
month; and were foon after followed by as many 
more, Poincy having for:, the purpofe re afed all 
infolvent debtors. He fent over me . Vernad 
and Saboui11y with the convoys : but the former 
inhabitants mutinied againfi the new-comers, of 
whom three fourths died of difiempers: r.nd 
this being alfo attended with want of provifions .. 
the ifland Wa.$ in a mi{erable fl:ate. The favages 
indeed had lleen twice defeated by M. Sabouilly~ 
and almofl: driven out of the ifland. But in the 
mean till}~ a number of fugitive flaves, who had 
reti1 ed t~ the woods and mount ins, plundered 
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and murdered the other inhabitants, ·which made 
M. Poincy fend 500 men againfi thefe, who 
foon reduced them. 

In I 640, M. Aubert was, by the French 
Weft India company, .appointed governor of 
this colony, who made a peace with the favaO'es, 
who had now the liberty of treating with 

0
the 

French for wedges, hooks, knives, and other 
neceffaries; and the French received in exchange 
fwine, lizards, tortoifes, and other fifh, &c. 
So that now the plantations being cultivated 
without difiurbance, jufiice revived in the co­
lony with peace and plenty: the report of which 
brought many to fettle here. This excellent go­
vernor was fupplanted by M. Howel, a member 
of the company, who fent him hither in 1642, 
to enquire into the fiate of the iOand, and next 
year fent him over again as governor. He frayed 
here about ro years, and then failed for France, 
]eaving the ifland, which was very weak, and 
full of difcontent, to be governed till his return 
by his brother and nephew; who put the ifland, 
however, into fuch a good fiate of defence, that 
major-general Penn, arriving then here with an 
Engli fh fquadron, did not think fit to attack it. 
In 1:5 months no lefs than three hurricanes hap· 
pencd here, the lafi of which was fo terrible, 
that were it not for the relief from the other 
iflands, the ·colony mufi have been ruined, by 
the cefiruetion it caufed, and a great famine en­
fuing it. 

Howel confiding more in the flaves than in the 
other inhabitants, whom the former-.:ar exceeded 
in numbers, for that reafon having taught them 
the ufe of arms, they formed a danger~us infur­
reetion in 1656, which only mifcarried [or want 
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of a hearty union between the Angola and Cape 
Verd negroes. They had l<lid a plot to murder 
all their mafi:ers ; but to prefcrv~ the women, 
and fet up two kings, the one at Baffe-terre, the 
other at Capes-terre, at which lafl: place thc. y 
were to rendezvous; but the Cape Verd negroe:;, 
having a pique againft thofe of Angola, did 
not keep their promile. The former however 
met, :md having waited a whole day in vain for 
the latter, fet upon the plantation at Capes-terre, 
feized the arms, and after defiroying all that 
was of value, retired to the woods ; from 
whence they made incurfions for 15 days, plun­
dering and killing all the French they met: but 
they were at I aft defeated, and their two pretended 
kings taken and quartered alive. Many of the 
refi were hanged, and the younger fort whipped, 
and their ears cropt. They afterwards formed 
another plot, in which they were countenanced 
by the favages about Capes-terre, who at laft 
agreed to a peace, and to entertain no more of 
the French .flaves. 

Howel, by his exaCtions, provoked the inha­
bitants thernfelves to a frelh revolt, which he 
was forced to pacify by fair promifes; but did 
not keep them. Which fo incenfed the people, 
that they joined with his brother and nephew, 
who came from France to demand their efi:ates 
he unjufily detained from them; and he was 
forced to comply. But this agreement did not 
Jafi long: for Howel and his adherents infulted 
them ro: that M. Poincy was obliged to inter­
pofe, and obtained a reconciliation. N everthe­
lcfs, Howel breaking the peace again, occafioned 
a great deal of bloodfhed ; which obliged the 
French king to fend M. Tracy from France t'l 
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refl-0re peace in the country; and at Jafi, in 
166o; a general peace was concluded in the An­
tilles iflands, between the French, Ensdifh, and 
favages. At M. Tracy's arrival, he garrifoned 
the forts \\ith the king's troops; but he oppr"'ifed 
tbe protefiants. While he was governor, abun­
dance of flavcs deferted to the woods, and 400 
of them, headed by a fiurdy ncgro, plundered the 
it1and; but the governor puriued an.d reduced 
them. 

1\t1ean time the_ French Wefi India company, 
being much ir-t debt, made a fale of t:his and rhe 
iilands of Defirada, Marigalante, Xaintes, &c. 
in I 640, to M. de Boifret. And, in 1664) the 
king himfelf made a pur hafe of them, by re­
irnb urfing the proprietors the money they had 
laid our in their purchafe and improvements, and 
appointed lVl. d u Lion his firfi governor of Gua­
daJoupe. In 1677, an Engltfh fquadron took 
five Dutch vcifels in a harbour of this ifland, 

, and plundered fome of the planratiQns on Grande­
terre. In February 1691, general Codringhmf 
in a fquadron under commodore Wright, landed 
fame troops on the '\V. fide of Guadaioupe, and, 
afrer after a warm difpute with a body of French, 
burnt the town of Baife-terre, and had begun to 
b~tter two firong forts in the neighbourhood: 
but on the approach of l\1. du Cafle's fquadron 
from Martinico, the Engli{h were reimbarked 
in all hafte, and fent to Barbadoes, &c. 

On the I 2th of March, 1703, Guadaloupe 
'Was attacked by a fquadron unde .... commodore 

_Walker, and fome land-forces from our planta­
tions, under colonel Codrington. They firll: 
landtd at a place called Les Petits Habitans, 
where they defi:royed fome fcattered fet~lements 
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on the N. W. part of the ifland, together with 
the church of Goyaves ; and afterwards landed 
in a bay N. of the aforefaid town, called Bailiff., 
where they beat the French out of their brealt-

.works and entrenchments with very little lois, 
and to k the town, as alfo that of St. Francis, 
with the church of the Jacobines, which the 
French had fortified and defended with I o 
pieces of cannon. Colonel Codrington after­
wards beat them out of the Jacobine plantations, 
and ihong breafi-wNk along the river of the 
fame name: then he< ove them out of the N. 
part of the town of Balfe-terre; \\here flaying 
about a week, he fent out two parties to burn 
their ho~fes, defiroy their fugar-works, planta­
tions, and proviiions. For the French had re­
tired to the fort and cafUe of Baffe-terre, to 
which the Englifh laid dofe ftege. The F rench 
defending them till the 3d of April, blew them 
up, and retired to the mountaim. But through 
ficknefs, the vigorous defence made by the 
French, and efpecially fome differences betwixt 
the commanders, the Enghfh were obliged to 
re embark, when very near making a conquefl: 
of the whole ifland, after they had burnt the 
town, razed the fortifications, taken the befi of 
their guns, and burfl: the reft. 

Labat owns, that in this expedition the En0"-
1ifh burnt four pari{b churches, namely, thofe ~f 
the 1l1e of Goyave., in the chapel of the old fort, 
that of the friars de la charite, and two others, 
with 29 fug !r works, about as many (mall fet­
tlements, the town of the inhabitants, the 
Bailift~ and thofe of St. France, and Baiie-terre; 
the convents of the Capuchins, Carmelites, and 
two others, befides that of the J efuits ; and left 
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only the church of the Capuchins, and that of 
the Jefuits. He taxes Mr. Gabaret the governor 
of Martinico, who arrived with a fuppJy of 8oo 
men, as guilty of grofs milconduct; and he fays, 
that the mifu'lderftanding betwixt the governor 
of- the ifland, and the lieutenant-general Mal­
m airon, with the inexperience of the latter, had 
more than once endangered the total ruin of the 
colony, and the lofs of the whole ifland ; had it 
not been for the like mifunderftanding betwixt the 
commodore of the Englifh fquadron, and the 
general of their forces. But the cafe was much 
otherwife in the reduction of Guadaloupe, in 
l\1ay 1759; when by the unanimity between 
commodore Moore and general Barrington, to­
gether with the great v.alour of the Britilh troops, 
this ifland came gradually, and in a very fhort 
time, mto our hands; as did that of Mariga­
hn(e foon after. In poffeffion of both which 
our troops are at prefent, as has been mentioned 
above. 

In the government of Guadaloupe are in­
cluded not only the Gcande Terre, but Xaintes, 
or All Saints iflands, and that of Defirada. All 
which fee. 

GuAMALIEs, a province in the jurifrliBion of 
the arcbilhop of Lima, in South America, and 
en .pire of Peru, begins 8o leagues N. E. from 
Lima, and extends along the center of the Cor­
ddlera. The Indian inhabitants apply them­
felves to weaving, and make a great variety of 
bayes, ferges, and other fluffs, with which they 
carry on a conflderable trade with th other pro. 
virces. 

GuA..:\I.t\N' VILLAS, a jurifditlion in South 
America) and empire of Peru, fubjcet to the 
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archbifhoprick of Lima, about feven leagues 
from Guamanga. It is a very fertile country, 
abounding with corn, fruits, pafiures, cattle in 
great quantities, and all manner of efculent ve­
getables. The Indians of this place apply them­
felves to the woollen manufaCture, making bayes, 
corded fluffs, &c. which they fend to Cufco, 
:tnd other provinces. Here is frill remaining an 
old Indian fort. See VILLAS GuAMAN. 

Gu Al\1ANCA, or GuAMANGA, a city, the 
capital of a diocefe of the fame name, under the 
jurifdiClion of the archbi!hop of Lima, in South 
America, and empire of Peru. It was founded 
by Don Francifco Pizarro, in I539· The Spa­
n!ards added the name of San Juan del la Vic­
toria, in memory of the precipitate retreat of 
l'vhnco the Y ne a from P1zarro, who offered 
him battle. It is very populous, and has feveral 
noble families in it; near it is a large Indian fub­
urb, which adds greatly to its extent. It has a 
cathedral very fplenc.lid, a feminary, and an uni­
verfity, with profefiors of philofophy, divinity, 
and law, and equal privilege.> with thofe of Li­
ma, being both royal foundations. Here are 
five convents, a college of Je!uits, two nunne­
ries, a fifierhood, and an hofpital. It principally 
abounds in variety of grain, fruit, and cattle; 
one part of· its commerce confifis in benJ -learhcr 
for foles of lhoes. Conferves and f\veet- meats 
are alfo made here in great plenty. It is fituated 
208 miles E. of Lima, in lat. 12. 20. S. long. 
72. ,36. W:.. 

GuAN ABACOA. See HAvANNAH. 
GuANA PATINA, a volcano near Arequip~, 

in the valley of Qyilea, in South America, and 
E 5 empire 



empire of Peru ; whofe eruption, affified by an 
earthquake, laid Arequipa in ruins in 16oo. 

GuANCHA BELICA, 30 leagues N. of the 
dty of Guamanga, a jurifdiClion fubjeCl to the 
archbi!hop of Lima, in South America, and 
empire of Peru ; has very rich quick-filveli_ 
mines, but very barren in other refpeCls. This · 
rich mine, the fource of their wealth, fuppiies 
.all the filver mines in Peru. 

Gu ANC.HAco, a port or harbour in South 
:America, and empire of Peru, about two 
leagues from Truxillo N. and the channel of its 
maritime commerce, fituate in 8 °, 6. S. 1at. in 
the South Seas. 

GuA TIHANI, or St. Salvador, now Catt 
jfland, one of the Baham as; fituated in the At­
la ntic ocean, near the coaft of 'orth America. 
·rhis was the firfl land which Columbus dif:. 
covered in t~e year 1492, whence he called it 
St. Salvador, his crew having given themfelves 
over for loft in an immenfe ocean, till they faw 
this ifland. It lies in lat. 24. I o. N. Long. 76. 
12. w. 

Gu ANT .4, a jurifdiltion N. N. W. of Gua­
fl1;jns a, under the archbilhop of Lima, about 
four leagues from t~1e former, lying in South 
America., in the empire of Peru. It was very 
rich in filver mines, which are near exhaufied. 

Gu ANuco, a city, and the capital of its ju­
ri!di.:1ion, in the archbifhopric of Lima, in South 
Am~rica, and empire of Peru, which begins 40 
leagues from Lima. This city was f~rmerly one 
of the principal in thefe kingdoms, and the fet­
tlement of forne of the firfi conquerors; but at 
prefent i 1 a metln ;ncl ruinous condition. Seve~ 
.1al kinds of jellies and fweet·mcats arc made 
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here, and fold to other provinces. It lies 19z 
miles N. E. of Lima, in l~t. I o. 2 I. S. Long. 

75· 20. w. 
Gu ARA, a town in its own jurifdietion on the 

road from Truxillo to Lima, containing about 
200 houfes. It has a parilh church, and a con­
vent of Francifcans, furrounded by fine planta­
tions, and delightful improvements. At the S. 
end of Guara fiands a large tower with a gate, 
and over it a kind of redoubt. This tower is 
ereeted before a fione bridge, under which runs 
Guara river. It lies in II 0

• 31". 36'. S. Not 
far from this town are frill to be feen a great 
many ruinous remains of the edifices of the 
Y ne as ; fuch as the walls of palaces, large 
dykes, by the fides of fpacious highways, for­
treflcs, and cafiles, ereCted for checking the in­
roads of the enemv. 

Gu ARACHI, a' jurifdiB:ion fix leagues E. of 
Lima, in the empire of Peru, in South Ame­
nca. Extends itfelf above 40 leagues along the 
Cordilleras; abounding in fruits, wheat, barley, 
maize, and other grains. It has alfo fome filver 
mines, but few are wrought, as the filver is but 
indifferent. 

GuARico, a town fituated on the N. fide of 
the ifland of St. Domingo, one of the Antilles, 
in the Atlantic ocean in America. It i~ alfo 
called Cape Fran~ois, and lies in lat. I 9· 55· N. 
It is near half a league in length, and contains 
about I 4 or 1 500 inhabitants, being a mixture 
of Creols, Europeans, Negroes, Mulattos, and 
Cafis. Here is a c.hurch, a good fquare, a col­
!ege of Jefuits, a nunnery, an hofpital, and a 
convent of religious. The town lies open, with-
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out any other defence than a fingle rampart: 
but it is well garrifoned within. 

The place is extremely well cultivated, being 
fawn with every fpecies of grain. The fervile 
work is all done by negroes, and the people here 
are rich enough to fend large returns to France 
for the European commodities brought hither. 
The grounds here are laid out in plantations of 
fugar, indigo, tobacco, and coffee; the joint 
produce of which is fo large that 30,coo tons 
are annually exported to France. It is in thefe 
rcfpetls a very confiderabJe colony to France, 
no lefs than I 6o fail, fmaH and great, coming 
annually from France, from I 50 to 500 tons, 
to Guarico. All thefe thips come loaded with 
goods and provifions ; and every one returns 
with 30, or 40,000 dollars in f}lecif'. Thole 
oniy which go from Guarico, exdufive of the 
cargo, which confifis of the products of the 
colony, carry to France every year half a miJ. 
lion of dollars. Not one fourth part of the 
cargo of fo many £hips can be confumed i:1 this 
colony and its dependencies; and confequently, 
it mufi find a great account in its trade with the 
Spanilh fettlements, as the Havannah, Carrac· 
cas, Santa Martha, Carthagena, Terra Firma, 
Nicaragua, and Honduras. See Cape FRAN­
COis . 

., GuARMoY, a town in the jurifditlion of 
Peru, lying in 18 °. 3'. 53 11

• S. lat. in the South 
Seas. It is but fma1!, confifting of about 70 fa­
rnili::s, fome of which are Spaniards. It is the 
relidence of a C?rregidore. It has i good har­
bour, and lies 134 miles N. W. of Lima, in 
long. 78 • .t.2. \V. 

GuA-
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GuAXACA, a province belonging to the au­

dience of Mexico, or New Spain, in North 
America. It reaches from the bay of Mexico 
on the N. to the South Sea, having the province 
of Tlafcula on the N. \V. and thofe of Chiapa 
and Tabafco on the S. E. It extends nearly 95 
leagues along the South Sea, 50 along the bay 
of Mexico, and near I 20, fay fome, along tee 
confines of Tlafcala, but not above 50 on thofe 
of Chiapa. The air here is good, and the foil 
fruitful, efpecially in mulberry-trees .: fo that it 
produces more filk than any province in Amc~ 
rica. Except the valley of Guaxaca, the greatefl: 
part is mountainous, yet abounding with wheat, 
cattle, fugar, cotton, honey, cocoa, plantancs, 
and other fruits. It has rich mines of gold, fil­
ver, and lead; and all its rivers have gold in 
their fands. Caffia, cochineal, cryfial, and cop­
peras, abound alfo here. Were the people of 
this province indufhious, they might be the 
richeft in the W efi In dies; but they are ac­
cufiomed to a lazy life by the clergy, who 
have r 20 monafieries, befides feveral hofpitals, 
fchools, and other places of public charity : in­
fomuch that the Indians purchafe provilions prin­
cipally by the gold which the women pick up in 
the river5. This province was formerly reckon­
ed to contain I so confiderable towns, bcfides 
upwards of 300 villages. But now the province 
is faid to be thinly inhabited. Great part of the 
eftates belonging to the Cortez family is faid to 
lie in this country. 

The vinf\llo, a drug, ufed as a perfume to give 
chocolate a flavour, is the produce of Guaxaca. 
lt grows indeed in divers parts of Mexico, but 
no where fo plentifully as in this province. 

This 



This vinello is a Ii ttle pod full of black fm<1l1 feeds; 
it is four or five inches long; and when dried, it 
very much refembles the fiem of a tobacco-leaf. 
It grows on a fine fort of vine, which climbs 
and clafps about trees. The flower is yellow, 
which turns to a pod; it is firfr green, but when 
ripe it turns yellow. Then the Indians, who 
manufacture and fell it cheap to the Spaniards, 
gather and lay it in the fun, which renders it 
1oft, and it changes to a chefnut colour ; at 
which time they frequently flatten the pod be­
twixt their fingers. 

GuAxAcA, the capital of the lafr mentioned 
province, bearing its name, in New Spain, in 
North America. It is the fee of a bifhop, and 
the refidence of a governor. It lies I zo miles 
\V. of Spirito Santo, and 230 S. of the city of 
:1\tiexico, I 3~ in the fame direCtion from the 
gulph of this lafr na•11e, and of Vera Cruz, in 
the delightful valley of Guaxaca, wl ich is 40 
miles in length, and 20 in breadth; and in the 
road leading through Chiapa to Guatimaia. 
Here is a very Hately cathedral, and it contains 
feveral thoufand families, both Spaniards and In­
dians. Of the former are fereral which are rich, 
and defcended from the old Spanifb governors. 
'rhis, though a middling city, and but indiffe-
rently built, carries on a confiderable trade both q1 
with the North and South Seas. The river here m 
is not fortified : fo that fma11 veifels might eafily tw 
fail up and fubdue the country. The belt choco- nin 
late in America is made here by the nuns, and wa1 

exported from hence to Spain. In "this valley ~OL 
are feveral rich towns, cloifrers, and chu ches; ven 
with an excellent breed of horfes; and great m 
herds of black cattle and iheep; which furniih ~on 
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the clothiers of Los Angeles with wool, and . 
Spain with hides. The Creolian clergy here are 
as great enemies to the ~panifh clergy as the na­
tive Americans are. According to fame, the 
proper name of Guaxara is Antiquera; but this 
lafi, others make a feparate town, and bilhop's 
fee alfo, fituated about 8o miles to the S. \V. 
It is faid to have a fiately cathedral, adorned with 
many large and high p.illars of marble, each of 
which is as one entire fione. It is fituated in lat. 
18. 2. N. Long. IOI. r o. W. 

Gu AY ALAs, a province and jurifdiCtion in the 
archbifhopric of Lima, in the kingdom of Peru, 
in South America. Extends along the center of 
the Cordilleras ; begins 50 leagues from Lima 
N. N. E. Produces grain, fruits, and paHurc 
for cattle. 

GuAYAQ_UIL, CITY oF. This is the f~cond 
city of Spanifh origin, being as ancient as 
the year I 534· It is fituate in 2 t;egrees S. 
lat. I I " . 2 I ' . 78 deg. 17 min. '\iV. lotw. 
Cindad Vie£Fa, or Old Town, was its fit~t 
fituation; b~t it was removed about a quarter 
of a league in I 693 by Orellana; and the 
communication over the great ravins, or hol­
lows of water, preferved between the old and 
new towns by a wooden bridge of half a 
quarter of a league. The city is about two 
miles in extent. It is defended by three forts, 
two on the river near the city, and the third be­
hind it, guarding the entrance of a ravin, or 
water-flood, The churches, convents, and 
houfes, are-of wood. 'il'here are here two con­
vents, a college of Jefuits, and an hofpitaJ. 
The jurifditlion of the city is under a corregi ... 
dare, who holds his office for five years, and is 
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f11bordinate to the prefident and audience of ~ito. The revenues are managed by a treafurer and an accomptant, who receive the tribute of the Indians, the duties on imports and ex­perts, and the taxes of commodities, which are confumed there, or carried through it. The ec­clefiafiical government is lodged in the bilbop of Quito's vicar. This city is computed to contain 
20,000 inhabitants, Europeans, Creols, and other Cafis, be fides a great number of £hangers drawn hither by commercial interefis. Here is a militia: one company entirely Europeans, and called the foreign company, is the moft nume­rous, and makes the beft appearance. Without confidering their wealth and fiatJon, they appear in arms, anJ pay a proper obedience to their own officers, being generally fuch as have ferved in Europe, an·J therefore more expert in military afFairs. 1'he corregidore is the commander in chief, having under him a colonel and a major for difcipling the other companies. The natives, notwithfianding the heat of the climate, are not tawny; and the Spaniards, though not fair, have children here born of Spanifh women ex .. ceeding fair, and finely. featured, with fair hair and ruddy complexions, and this is the moft common complexion, whiGh renders them juflly admired, and fiiled the handfomeft both in the provin~e of ~lito, and even in all Peru. To thefe perfonal advantages is added an elegance and extraordinary politenefs of manners and be,.. haviour, with an elegance of drefs peculiar to the women of Guayakal. The ufu~l and moft common bread of the natives of Guayakal is crio11o, made of unripe plantanes, fliced, roafied, and ferved up as bread, which is preferred to 
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~ wheat· bread, even by the Europeans. Oyfiers 

and lobfiers abound here in the Salt Creek; 
other filh in the neighbourhood is bad, full of 
bones, and unpalatable. The water every where 
round is brackilh, and good water is not to be 
had nearer than four or five leagues up the river. 
T'he purple of Punta, a place in the jurifdiB:ion 
of Guayaka1, is reckoned to exceed all others in 
the univerfe, and to vie with that of the Ty­
rians; it is obtained from a fhell-fi{h no bigger 
than a nut. With this valuable and fcarce pur­
ple the threads of cotton, ribbands, laces, and 
the like are dyed; and the weight and colour 
arc ~id to exceed according to the hours of the 
day; fo that one of the fidl: preliminaries to a 
contract is to fettle the time when it fhall be 
weighed. Thefe fi{h are called turbines; and 
the curious aver that a thread of flax is very dif­
ferent in colour to a thread of cotton. It would 
therefore be proper to mak~ repeated experiments 
on threads of filk, Rax, cotton, and wool. 
The dye is only the blood of the filh, preffed 
out by a particular proccfs; and the cotton fo 
dyed is called, by way of eminence, caracollillo. 
'I'he river of Guayakal is the channel of its 
commerce; and the difiance of the navigable 
part of it, to the cuflom-houfe of Babahoio, is 
reckoned about 24 leagues ; and to Caracol, 
which is the landing place where tre Jaffi:l...car­
riage begins, is 28 leagues and better. T'he 
commerce of Guayakal may be divided into re­
ciprocal and tranfitory ; the fir.fl: confifl:ing of 
the produch' and manufaCtures of its jurifdiCtion; 
the lafi in refpeB: to its port, where. the goods from 
the provinces of Peru, Terra Firma, and Guati­
mala, configned to the mountains, are landed : 
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and on the other hand, thofe from the moun­
tains, defigned for the above-mentioned provin­
ces, are brought hither and ihipped for their rc­
fpeCJive ports. 'The cocoa, one of its principal 
produBs, is exported chiefly to Panama, Sanfo­
nate, El Realejo, and other ports of New 
Spain, and alfo to thofe of Peru, though little 
or no ufe of cocoa is made at Guayakal, where 
it is in fuch .plenty. Timber, its next article of 
commerce, is fent to Callao; and fait is not the 
leaft advantageous artide, though the principal 
market for this commodity is in the inland towns 
in the province of ~ito. The 1aft article is the 
trade in horned cattle, mules, and colts: there 
are other fmaller articles, which tl Jugh fingly of 
no great confequence, yet jointly are equal to 
any of the former: fuch are, Guinea pepper, 
drugs, Iana <.le ceibo, by which numbers of the 
lower dafs of people al:quire a very comfortable 
living. The lana de _ce1bo, or wool, is the pro­
<luCl of a very high and tufted t1 ee of that name, 
being finer than cotton, whence the natives 
think it cannot be {pun, and therefore it is only 
ufed in matraHes, or beds, as we do down. 
The goods imported into this j(Jrifdi-:tion from 
Peru, in return for the above-n1cntu>ned commo­
dities, are wine, brandy, oil, and dried fruits. 
From ~1ito, it receives bayes, tuc<:~yos, flour, 
papas, bacon-hams, cheefe. From Panama 
European goods purchafed at the fairs ; and 
from New Spain fome iron, but very ind'fferent, 
beino- brittle and vitreous; a!(o na{Vha, and tar 
for fhipping. The tranfitory commerce is more 
confiderab!c, confifiing of the reciprocal ex­
change between Qyito and Lima, of their re­
fpective commodities, 

GU.I\.YRA, 
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GuA YRA, a difhiCl, or fubdivifion, of the 

province of Rio de ]a Plata, in South America. 
It is bounded on the N. by the unknown traCls of 

' BrafiJ, and the nation of the Tupiques; on the 
E. by the captaimy of St. Vincent, in the fame 
country, and partly by the Northern ocean: on 
the S. it has the province of Urvaica, and part 
of that of Parana; and on the vV. the remain­
<1er of the fame province, from which it is di· 
vided by the river of that name. It is com­
puted to be about I 50 leagues in its greatefi ex­
tent from E. toW. and about 140 from N. to S. 
only its boundaries towards Brafil are unknown. 
The Tropic of Capricorn cuts it almofi into 
two equal parts: fo that i•s climate mufr be ex­
tremely hot, though moifr, on account of the 
vafr clews and rains to which it .is fubjeCt. It is, 
for the lall: reafon, very fruitful in provifions, as 
well as difeafes ; and is reprefented by fame as a 
fitter habitation for wild beaHs than human crea­
tures. And yet we are told, that it was pretty 
weii peopled at the fidl coming of the Spaniards 
hither; and this is further confirmed by the 
number of towns, villages, &c. fince defiroyed, 
partly by the ficknefs, and partly by the inhurT'a­
nity of the Brafilian Portu5uefe, who either de­
firoyed, or forced them away. THe inhabitants 
of two little Spani.lh towns in this difiriel- are tne 
pofrerity of fome of tho(e who fettlrd here in 
the year 1550; and both they, and the refi of 
the inhabitants, live but miferably; having no 
bread but d~t which they make of the root cal­
led mandioc ; nor fielh, but that of fuch wild 
beafis as they kill. 

It is watered by feveral rivers which fall into 
the Parapana, which laft defcends from the 
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fo.uthern mountains of BrafiJ, c.nd is of a confider­
able magnitude before it falls into the Pararra. 
The principal fireams that empty themfelvcs 
into the Parapana are the Tibaxiva, Pirapus, 
and Itangua, beGdes others of lefs note. Both 
fides of thofe rivers are covered with feveral 
forts of trees: the mofi valued among thefe, by 
the natives, are cedars, which are very nume­
rous ; and fo tall and large, that they make 
veffels out of a fingle trunk, carrying 20 oars. 
Other trees produce excellent fruits; and fome 
yield a good fort of balfam.. Among thofe 
Woods harbour innumerable wild beafts, of 
which tygers are the mofi dan~erous. Here 
fiukes are alfo very numerous, large, and per· 
ntc1ous. Among the mdder animals are abun­
dance of fwine, that range in the foreff:s and 
woods along the rivers, thriving on the fruits 
which falls tram the tr~es. Thefe have a kind 
of portuberance, or excrefcence, like · a .1aveJ, 
on their backs; which, if not cut off before they 
are killed, wiU corrupt and poifon their flelh. 
Bees fwarm every where, <md yield plenty of 
very good honey; but the wax cannot be rightly 
whitened. The jefuits, after their firff: coming, 
and civilizing., in fame meafure, the natives, 
built fame towns along the rivers ; the principal 
of thefe are our: Lady of Loretto; about four 
leagues higher up is that of San Igna~o, Itabu­
raca, &c. AIJd after them, the natives being 
protected by the Spaniards, built I r more. See 
GUIARA·TOWN. ,. 

GuiANA, or CARIBIAN·A, a country of very 
large extent, and a fubdivifion of Terra Firma, 
in South Americ.1. It is bounded by the Atlan­
tic ocean to the N. and E. AndaJufia, and the 

pro-
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province of the Amazons to the W. and S. in 
which are included Surinam, a Dutch colony; 
and Caen, or Equinoctial France, is fituatrcl 
between the equator and lat. 8. N. and between 
long. 50 and 65 W. extending from the mouth 
of the river Oronoque to that of the Amazons, 
or Maragnon. The extent of Guiana, from S. 
to N. is upwards of 500 miles; but it is much 
]efs towards the E. and \V. Its length from the 
boundaries of Popayan to the Atlantic ocean is 
about I 1 oo miles. All that part of the coafr, 
lying to the S. of the North Cape, has been 
yielded to the Portuguefe, and reckoned part of 
Brafil. The French have fome fettlements in 
the ifle of Cayenne, and the adjacent coafi; 
and the Dutch have Surinam and Barbice. 
The befi geographers divide it into two parts, 
namely, Guiana Proper, which is the inland 
country, and Caribiana, which lies along the 
coafl. The former is <:a11ed El Dorada, or the 
Gold Country, by the Spaniards, on account of 
the immenfe riches it is fuppofed to contain. 

This country is inhabited by a vaf1 number of 
nations. But the fea-coafr is the only part 
which is befi known, and is divided into Indian, 
French, and Dutch Guiana. 

Indian Guiana contains all the country which 
Jies between the mouth of the river of Ama, 
zon and Cape d'Orange, an extent of above 
2 0 0 miles. It is all very low land, and near the 
fea almofi overflowed. The air is fo unwhole­
fome, th~t Europeans cannot bear it; and even 
the natives are put to great firaits; for having no 
high ground to build houfes, they t~re obliged to 
make their huts on trees, where they look like 
large bird-nefis. 

French 



French Guiana contains abo·1e 200 miles 
along the coaft, and begins a~ Cape d'Orange, 
a low point of land jetting out into the fea, and 
which is known by three little hills that are feen 
beyond it. See CA YENE. 

Dutch Guiana, once called Englifh Guiana, 
as formerly belonging to the Engliih, from 
whom the Dutch took it, begins at the river 
Maroni, where the Englifh had built a little fort, 
in Jat. 6. 10. N. and extends to the mouth of 
the river Oronoko. See SuRINAM, 

GuiAQ,UIL. See Gu AY AQYIL. It is a 
town in the province of the fame name, fituated 
on the river Guiaquil, in Peru, in South Ame­
rica, which fome miles below it falls into the 
Pacific ocean, It lies 52 miles N. E. of Payta, 
and is fubjetl: to Spain. Lat. 2. I I. S. Long. 
8r. IO. W. . 

GuiARA. See GuAYRA. A town of Terra 
Firma, in South America. It has a harbour on 
the Caracoa-coaft, 21 2 miles E. of Maracaibo; 
where, in the years 1739, and 1743, the Eng4 

Jifh were twice repulfed, and loft fome men in 
attacking this place. It lies in lat. ro. 39· S. 
Long. 66. I. \V. 

HAC 

H AC HA, Rro DE LA, a fmail province of 
the Terra Firma, in South America. It 

has part of the lake of l\1araco on the E. part of 
Vene-

( 
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Venezuela on the S. the province of Santa l\.1ar. 
tha on the W. and the North Sea on the N. 

HAcHA, Rio DE LA, the capital of the lafr 
mentioned province, bearing the fame name. 
The Spaniards formerly called it N ueftra Senora 
de los N eieves, and afterwards De los Remedies. 
It is fituated on the banks of the river of the 
fame name, namely, Rio de la Hacha; and 
but a fhort mile from the fea-coafi upon a little 
hil1, and containing not much above I oo houfes. 
It lies about 246 miles E. of Carthagena. At 
this pJ....ce the Spanifu galleons firfr touch upon 
their arriva] in South America, of which ex­
prdTes are fent to all the fettlements in the coun­
try, to give them notice to prepare their treafure 
which is to be fent to Europe. 

HAMBA To, a princ1pal affiento, or jurifdic­
tion in the province of ~1ito, under the Spa­
niards. It is fituated nearthe line in I 0

• 41 ". 40'. 
S. lat. and 12 W. of the city of Qyito; and 
has fix fmaller villages in its dependence. It 
contains about I 8,ooo inhabitants, who are 
moRly employed in weaving Ruffs, bayes, and 
knitting. 

HAMPSTEAD and HIGHGATE, two vil1ages, 
inland, belongmg to Georgia, in North Ame­
rica. They ar~ about a mile afunder, and four 
miles from Savannah, the ~apital of the province. 
The inhabitants apply themfelves principally to 
gardening, and fupply the town with greens, 
pot-herbs, roots, &c. See SAvANNAH. 

HAMPTON, EAsT, a town in Long Ifland, in 
the province of New York, and county of Suf­
folk, in North America. 

'HARLEY, a village in the county of Ulfier, in 
the province of New York, in North America. 
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HAv ANN AH, a town fituated on the N. W. 

·part of the ifiand of Cuba, one of the greater 
Antilles, in America, at the entrance of the gulph 
of Mexico. The city and port of Havannah 
ftands 19 I miles almofi directly S. of Cape Flo­
rida, and confequently commands the gulph of 
that name. It was built by James Velafquez, who 
conquered the ifiand of Cuba, and fettled a little 
town, which was the mother of this, in 15 I 1. 
It was originally called the Port of Carennas; 
afterwards, when the city by its a1teration of 
fite, and encreafe of wealth, grew confiderable, 
it was called St. Chrifiopher of the Havannah. 
Thefe alterations happened but by flow degrees, 
as we may conceive from the following account 
of the accidents which ha\'e befallen it. In 
I 536, it was taken by a French pyrate, and 
was of fo inconfiderab1e a value, that it was 
ranfomed for 700 pieces of eight. It was taken 
{ome time after by the Englilh, a fecond time by 
the French; nor was it till the reign of Philip 
If. of Spain, that the importance of it was tho­
roughly underfiood, and any care taken in forti­
fying it. What was then done, proved not 
fufficient ; and mofi of the fortifications were in 
a very bad condition, when Franc-is Coreal was 
there in 1666; and very little better when he 
vifited it again, 20 years afterwards. Since the 
acccffion of the houfe of Bourbon to the throne 
of Spain, more pains have been taken about it, 
and therefore we ihall defcribe firfi th~ city, and 
then the port, in the condition they now are. 

The city of Havannah, according to the Jail 
and moft exaa map of thefe parts, lies in 
23 o. 1 2'. of lat. and confequently within 20 of 
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~.he Tropick of Cancer ; and its long. W. from 
London is 82 °. 13'. It fl:and~ on the \V. fide 
of the harbour, in a very beautiful and pleafant 
plain, having the fea before it, and being fur~ 
rounded on all fides by two branches of the ri­
ver Lagida. The buildings are fair, but no~ 
high, built of fione, and make a very good ap­
pearance, though it is faid they are but meanly 
furniilied. Here are eleven churches and mo­
nafl:eries, and ·two handfome hofpitals. The 
churches are rich and magnificent ; that dedi­
cated to St. Clara having feven altars, all 
adorned with plate to a great value, and the mo­
naftery adjoining contains roo nuns, with their 
fervants, all habited in blue. It is not, as fome 
have reported, a bifhop's fee, though the bilhop 
~enerally refides there; but the cathedral is at St. 
J ago, and the re\enue of this prelate not lefs 
than so,ooo pieces of eight per annum. Au­
thors differ exceedingly as to the number of in­
habitants in thi~ city. A Spanifh writer, who 
was there in 1700, and who had reafon to be 
well acquainted with the place, computed them 
at 26,ooo ; and we may very well fuppofe 
that they are increafed fince. 'I'hey are a 
more polite and fociable people than the in­
habitants of any of the ports on the conti­
nent, and of late imitate the French both in 
their drels, and in their manners. One part of 
the ifland is under the jurifdiB:ion of this city, as 
the other is under that of St. J ago; but the 
()ifl:ria belonging to the Havannah is by far the 
beficultivated, and has the mofi towns and· villages 
in it; and thefe are not above fix in number, 
which lhews how firange1y things are managed 
in this part of the world. 
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form, mounted \vith 6o pieces of heavy cannon. 
Befides tbefe, there are two fort•, one on the E. 
fide, called Cajemar, the other on the \V. 
called the fort of Chorrera, of I 2 guns each. 
The governor is, generaHy fpeaki 10 , a · perfon 
of known courage and capacity, .and has a 
very numerous garrifon, a~ indeed he ought to 
have, confidering that it is very properly {l:iled 
the key of the Weft Indies ; and if they lofe 
it, the whole of the Spani!h monarch mufi: lie 
at the mercy of the power poflcffed thereof. If 
ever this place fhould be attacked by us, it mufl: 
be by a land force, for it is impoilible tb make 
any impreffion here by a fl et only. The ea files 
which defend the channel mull: be taken before 
we can pretend to enter the port; and indeed 
were they once fakcn, the rcfi: of the dcfign 
would cafily fu~ceed. 

'Ve are now to fpeak of the commerce in this 
port, which is the moll confiderable of any in 
America. We \vill, for the fake of p\:r(picuity, 
divide it into t;1e particular commerce of the ine 
of Cuba, and into the general by the gall , ns. 
The former confifis in hides, ufually ililed, of 

. the Havannah, which arc excellent, and of 
great value; fugar, whic 1 is allo a good com­
mooity ; tobacco, admirable in its kino; gine-er' 
mafiic, aloes, rarfaparilltl, other drugs, an 
great quantities of tortoi e-ihell. It mufi be 
obfcrveJ, that the commerce of the ifland o 
Cuba is not entirely confined to the Havannah, 
but extends itielf to other ports, particularly St. 
Jago, where there arc frequently many little 
vefiels from the Canaries, and other parts, wh:ch 
trade entirely for the commodities of tJ e coun­
try. As to the general commerce, this port is 
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the place of rendezvous for all the fhips, parti .. 
cularly from Porto Bello, and Vera Cruz, which 
return into Spain from the Indies; fo that there 
are frequently 50 or 6o fail in the port at once~ 
While they ride here, there is a fair kept on 
:Chore, where they trade for immenfe fums; and 
with fo great honour, that it is faid they never 
open the bales, but take the goods according 
to the bills of parcels, without any infpection. 
While the fleet is in the bay~ provifions are ex­
ceffively dear on fhore, and money fo plenty, 
that a Spaniard expects half a piece of eight a 
day from a male flave, and half fo much from a 
female, out of what they earn by their labour. 
The fleet generally fails from thence through 
the channel of Bahama, in the month of Sep­
tember ; and is the richefi: in the world, fince 

. in filver and merchandize there is l(ddom 
lefs than 30,ooo,ooo pieces of eight on board, or 
6,750,000 pounds of our money. Dr. Gemelli 
Careri, who was here in 1698, tells us of an ex-

. traordinary pearl that he faw here; it was in 
:lhape a perfect pear, in weight 6o grains, and was 
abfolutely clear and ripe. This pearl was taken 
at Panama by a black belonging to a prieft, who 
refufed to fell it to the viceroy of Peru for 7c,ooo 
pieces of eight, faying, he would carry ic to his 
majefiy himfelf; but he died at the Havannah, 

.and the pearl was fcnt to the king by another 
priefi: to whom he entru{ie~ i~. . . 

The town of Havannan rs not two mdes Ifl 

circuit; and the number of inhabitants does not 
exceed 26,ooo fouls, confifting of Spaniards, 
mulattoes, and 11egroes, befides the garrifon, the 
governor of which is fl:iJed cap~ain-general of 
.the ifland, Here rdides the bilhop of St. ] ago, 
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which \s the capital of Cuba, but now in a de­
dining fiate : and therefore mo!t perfons of 
fic:ure and fortune live at the Havannah. It be­
longs to Spain. Havannah lies 1H leagues frorn 
C<~pe de Sed, which is a promontory on the N. 
ftde of the ifland. The heat here is extreme, 
and more intolerable even in the night than in 
the day time. 

HAYEs, Ifland, in New South \Vales, in­
North America, formed by the ri vers Nelf"on 
and Hayes, which, af1er running a little way to­
gether, feparate again. The mofr northern is 
frill called Nelfon river, near · the mouth of 
which ftands Fort York, by the French called 
Bourbon, as alio is the river Nelfon. T'he mo{t 
fouthern branch is called Hayes river by the Eng­
li fl , and St. Therefa by the French. On 
either branch , the fi ream is fo gen tle that large 
ve!lcls and {bai lo!)S might be buil th ere to carry 
bulky goods, and alfo return ag.<1 ;nfi the ftream. 

HENRICO, a county of Virginia, in North 
America. . 

HENRY, CAPE, the S. promontory of Virgi­
nia, in North America. lt is fituated at the en··· 
trance of the Chefapeak bay. Lat. 36. 57· N. 
Long. 76. 23. ,V, 

HEvE, or LA HAlVE, a port of Acadia, in 
North America, where the French had a fort 
defended with palifades which the Englifh took 
by capitulation, with the lofs of fome of their 
people and their commander, whom Charle­
voix fa ys, they kept till the treaty of Breda. 

HIGHLA NDS, a range of mountains, firetch­
ing weftward from Hudfon's river, dividing the 
county of Ulfler, in the province of New York, 
from that river; they are cloathed thick with 
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timber, and aoound with iron ore, ponds, and 
fine fl:reams for iron-works. 
HrsPAFIOLA ~- or St. DoMINGo. See Do. 

Mit.GO. O ne of the Antilles iOands, in the 
Atlantic ocean, in America. It is fituated be­
t ween I at. I 8 and 20 N. and between long. 67 
and 74 \iV. is upwards of 400 miles long from 
E. to W . and I 24 broad from N. to S. The 
i!1and p<2 rtly belongs to the Spaniards, and partly 
to the Frt>nch ; which latter (their buccaneers 
l1aving fettled there before) obtained a legal right 
to their fhare of the ifland by the ceffion which 
the Spaniards made them of the N. \V. p~Ht of 
Hifpaniola, by the treaty of Ryfwick in I 697, 
the beft and moft fertile part of the befi and 
moll: fertile iil nd in the \Vefl: Indies. This is 
the principal fett1cment of the French in ali 
America. The coumry is mixed; pretty moun. 
tainous in fame parts ; but many of thefe moun­
tains are fertile, and covered with fine woodsL 
Others, which are barren and rocky, had anciently 
mines of gold: they are · not worked now; 
th()ugh it i~ judged they not only contain thofe of 
gold, but mines of filver, copper, and iron. 
Hut the French think their labour better be­
flowed on the culture of the plains for the rich 
commodities which vend fo well in Europe. 

This country has likewife prodigious fine 
plains of a vaft extent, and extreme fertility, 
either covereu with noble forefis of timber and 
fruit trees, excellent in their kinds, or fillet! with 
vafr numbers of horned cattle, fheep, and hogs. 
The air of Hifpaniola is the moft healthy in the 
'Ve:t Indies. The country is admirably watered 
with rivulets as well as navigable rivers. And it 
js no v1onder th re[orc that this active nation, in 
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offi ~icn of (i c 'ivc ,., J r .~ e 

• from it prodi io s a' ~ntage . • t .' nr 
1 i26, they reckoned . ton this ifl nd they a 
no lefs than IOo,ooo negroes, and 3o,ooo 
whites: that they made 6o,ooo h0gfheads o 
fugar of 500 weight each : that the indigo here 
was half as much in value as the fuzar: that 
they exported large quantities of cotton ; and 
that they had fent befides to Francc,.cacao and 
ginger in toler<~ble plenty. Since that time they 
raife coffee here to a very great amount. Now 
fuppofing that they have not improved in thefe 
fevcral commodities fince 1726, which is far 
from the truth, and fuppofe the fugar at 2.0 

{billings the hundred, the whole mufl: yidd 
300,0001. fierl. The indigo is fomewhat fallen 
in its price fince ; but as it has incn.:afed largely 
in its quantity, it is not too much to value it at 
1oo,ooo 1. If to thele we add· the produce of 
cotton, cacao, ginger, and hides, it will not be 
too much to allow IOo,cco l. more ; fo that at 
this rate her fhare of the ifiand is worth to 
1~ ranee 550,0001. fieri. Rut conftdering that 
thcfc feveral articles have greatly increafed fince _ 
that time, it will not be exceffive to rate tne va­
lue of this colony at 7. o,ooo 1. fterl. a year. 

The largeft town in the French part of Hif­
paniola is Cape Fran<{oife, which is fituatcd on 
the northern part of the ifland, upon a very fine • 
harbour. It is well built, and contains about 
8ooo inl abitants, blacks and whites. But 
though this be the largefi town, Leogane, on the 
weft rn fide, is a good port too, and a place 0f 
confiderable trade, being the feat of government, 
which here is lodged in the hands of a governor 
and t~\e intendant, who are mutually a check 
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upon each other. There are befides two oth4r­
towns confiderable for their trade, Petit Guaves 
on the vV. end of the ifland, and Port Louis on· 
the S. \V. part. 

The E. r~rt of this ifland is in the polfeffion of 
. the Spaniards; and this is the largefi: part, and 
has mofi towns : their capita) is St. Domingo, 
which was built firft by Columbus, on the S. 
fide of ·the ifland, at the mouth of the rh·er 
Hayna, or Itabella, as our maps call it, in a fine 
plain which thews it to great advantage from the 
ea. In I s86, Sir Franc is Drake took it, who 

l1eld it a month; and then burnt part of it, but 
fpared the relt for a ranfom of 6o,ooo pieces of 
eight. TJ:is and feverai other places were quit­
ted in the reign of queen Elizabeth, as being 
judged unpolitic then to keep them. However, 
Cromwell thought otherwife; for he fent his ge­
nerals Penn and V enables, with the greateff 
f)rcc the F.nglifh ever had in thofe feas, in ordor 
re poflefs themfelvcs of Sr. Domingo; of which 
being difappointed, they afterwar,ds, in 1654, 
reduced Jamaica. The trade of St .. Domingo, 
which was a confiderable one in fugar, hides, 
tallow, horfes, hogs, and caffia, has decayed 
fince the Spaniards have been tempted to Havan­
nah and other places : yet for all that St. Do­
rningo makes ~ good figure; and its inhabitants, 
including negroes, &c. are thought to ~xceed 
25,000. Thefe confifi: of Spaniards, Mefiizos, 
Mulattoes, and Albatraces: of all which num­
ber a fixth part is fuppofed to be Spaniards. 

HEWREVIL, a vi1lage of Canada, confifi:ing 
of between 25 and 30 houfes well bui]t, with a 
fort, where was a governor and a garrifon of 30 
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foldiers, and at leaft 10 in each houfe. There 
had been juft fent thither, fays Charlevoix, by 
the governor of New England. It was taken by 
the French in the year 1708. 

HocHELAGA, a village of wild Indiam, in 
Canada, in North America. It is pretty large, 
and fituated in the ifland at this day known under 
the name of l\tlontreal. It is of a round figure, 
and 3 rows of pallifadoes ir.clofe about 50 huts, 
each upwards of 50 paces in length, and 14 er 
I 5 in breadth, and made in the form of funnel~. 
1'he entrance to this incloiure is by one gate, 
over which, as well as the firft row of pallifa .. -
does, is a fort of gallery, the afcent to which · s 
by a ladder, and it is plentifully provided with 
ftones and flints for the defence of the olace~ 
The inhabitants of this village fpeak the Huron 
language. It is fituated at the toot of a moun­
tain, which M. Carter called 1\!lontroyal,. now 
Montreal. 

HoHro, or 0Hro, a famous river of Nort~ 
Am€rica, having its fource in the Apalachian 
mountains, near the borders of Carolina and 
Virginia; and after a S. vV. courfe falls into tr.:: 
river Miffiffippi, of which it is- reckoned_ t~· • 
principalihcam. Sec OHIO. 

HoNDURAS, or Co::viAIAG.' A, a provinc3 
of, Old Mexico, or New Spain, in }Torth 
America, which, including the country of the 
Mofkitos, is fttuated betv..'cen }at. I !2. and 13 N, 
and between long. 8 5 and 94 \V. It hru; tha 
bay bearing irs name and the Nonh Sea <'i. th~ 
N. and E. is bounded hy Nicnagua and (~~..at~ 
mala on the S. and by Vera Paz on the v -. It 
extends E. 'lnd \V. c.long the North Sea abo\'o 
J ~o leagaes> / and in fome places is . ne.ar 69 
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leagues over from N. to S. but it is narrower at 
both ends. The Spaniards claim this country; 
but the .Englifh have been long in poffeilion of 
the logwood traet in the bay of Honduras, cut­
ting large quantities of it there every year. And 
the J\1ofkito Indians to the E. of this province 
have entered into treaties with the Englifh, re­
ceived them into their country, and done them 
feveral fervices. Befides, the Spaniards have no 
towns nor forts in this bay, or in the country of 
the Mofkitos. 

This country. confifis in general of hills and 
deep dales, and has a good air. It is rendered 
the more fruitful by the inundations of its rivers 
about Michaelrnas, \vhen the natives convey 
the water by canals to their fields and gardens: 

1 The foil in many parts bears Indian corn thrice a 
year. It moreo\ er yields Eurapean wheat and 
peafe, cotton-wool, called vigoion, &c. has 
excellent pafiure, with honey, wax, and abun­
dance of all forts of p't-ovifioos; befides mines 
of gold and filver. It produces alfo great quan­
tities of extraordinary large gourds, or cala­
ba{he ; whi<:.h the Hi panioia Indians call Hibue­
ras. And the firft Jifcoverer feeing many of 
them f1 at along the co ft, called it Golfo de Hi­
hueras, ar d the province itfelf Hibuera: yet af­
terwar s finding very deep watl!r at the great 
cape of this country, they called it Cabo de 
Hondura~, i. ~. the Promontory of Depth, and 
the <'OUntt y itfe!f Honduras. The viJ cvards 
bear twi~c a year; for immcdic tc ' y · fi:er the 
vintage the vines are cut aaain, ar.d the fecond 
grapes are ripe before chriHmas. 'I h~ ancient ­
inhabitants being extremely flothfu , (ow d fo 
fparingly, that they were often in want) and 
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forced to feed on roots, ami even on vermin 
and carrion. At their feafis they uied to get 
drunk with a fort of metheglin, and then they 
committed the moft abominable crimes, many 
of which they have left off, by being converted 
to chrifiianity, and converfmg with the Spaniard.s. 
'rbc country was once exceeding populous, ttll 
it was thinned by the Spaniards. The natives, 
infkad of a floug:l, ufe a long pole \Vith two 
crooked fiaves at the end; the one bent down­
wards, the other upwaros. 

HoNDURAs; BAY oF., noted for cutting of 
Jogwood as that of Cam[ eachy formerly was .. 
It lies in the province of the fume name, in 
North America, betwixt Cape Honduras, in lat~ 
15 ~ N. and Gape Catoche, the eafl:ermofr point 
of Yucatan, in lat. 2 I ~- Moll makes the 
difi:ance betwixt there capes above 270 miles. 
The great lake of Nicaragua has an out~ let into 
it by a river called Rio de Anuzelos~ or Angc­
los, only navigable by [mall craft. In this bay 
are feveral fmall iflands of which we h vc no 
account, particularly the Pearl-iflands, a little t 
the r. But the pearls filhed up here are not in 
{u<::h quan ities as formerly, nor fo lar;:c. Into 
this bay r ms alfo a fmall river from th,. pro :ne­
of V eraguas, c;allcd by the cp~1 ;, rds Rio d .. 
Sucre, i. c. 'ugJr riv~r, from the ful7~r-wor1·s. 
1 re, with which the country fo abounds, that 
did not the pcniards confume large qu:mtiti s of 
it in f\ 7C tmeats and prderves, ~&c. th·7 mi6h. 
fend feveral fhip lou<ls of fugar into Eur(•pe. 

The cutting of logwood fo much ccmp1ain(d 
. of by the Spcmiards, and <'fl1gned by them as n 

· ufi provm.:ation for the depredation· on the Eng-
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lifh before the commencement of the late war, 
we lhall here give a brief account of. 

The country where the Engli!h cut their locr. 
woo~, fays captain Uringe, deputy-governor ~ 
St. Lucia and St. Vincent, is all a flat, and a 
great part of it a morafs, with fcveral lacunes-, 
which are very often overflown. In the dry fea­
fon, when the cutters have found a good num­
ber of trees, they build a hut near them, where 
they live. After cutting down a tree, they chi:_> 
off the bark and lay it in heaps; marking paths 
to each, that when the rains come which over­
flow the ground, they are as fo many chan. 
nels where they go with fmall currents and land 
them, brin~ing them fometimes 30 miles to the 
Barcaderas, whence the buyers fetch it at s 1. a 
ton, Jamaica money. During the .floods, , the 
cutters dwell at the Barcaderas, which are 42 miles 
up the river, where they have huts built on high 
banks to fecure them from the floods. As foon 
as they have notice of any veffel's arrival at the 
mouth of the river, they flock down to purchafe 
whatever they want. 

Mr. Atkins obferves that the cutters of Jog­
wood were originally fettled in the bay of Cam­
peachy. But having been difi:urbed by the Spa­
niards, removed to the bay of Honduras, where 
they fupport themfelves by force of arms, hav­
ing about 1500 rpaftcrs and fervants. At the 
feafon they follow the "ood, which runs in a line 
of fome miles, like a vein of minerals in the 
earth ; and fometimes they run over a great 
many miles, without finding a fiick of .it. T_hey 
cut it in large pieces; and leave it on the 
ground, tili the land-Roods favour their bringing 
it into the river, whence canoes carry it to their 
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~r~nd fiore at the Barcaderas. As they kno\~ 
what they mufi expeCt from Spanifh clemency, 
they are always provided with good arms to de­
fend themfelves. A fervant, which is the firft 
fiep with feamen into the trade, is hired at a ton 
of logwood per month, and having one day in 
feven to himfelf, he makes 1 o l. a month. 
Thefe, if fob er, in time become rnafiers, and 
join fiocks, or trade, independently. They 
have a king chofen from among themfelves, and 
his confort has the t:tle of queen, and are go­
verned by certain rules of their own making. 
The lhips that come into the bay are al fo on their 
guard; and they fetch the logwood down in flat­
bottomed boats, generally in the night, and 
take it on board in the day. 

This further account we have of the logwood 
trade in the bay of Campeachy : Whenever 
failors at Jamaica, &c. dudl not flay for debt, 
or mifdemeanors, they ufed to get a paffage on 
board any veffel going to Campeachy. The 
whole cargo any man carried was a fet of axes 
and h<>tchets, faws, great knives, an iron crow, 
a fmall grind-fi:one, a gun, with fiore of powder, 
ball, and fmall £hot, which being all put in a 
eh eft, and a tent and fea~ bed tied to it, the £hips 
gave them a paffage for their wotk. 'Their bufi­
nefs being to cut Jogwood as near the water-fide 
as poffible, the ketches from New England, 
with provifions to Jamaica, wanting freight 
back, come hither to buy logwood. Some lay 
up very confiderable piles of it in a f~;afon : and 
if they want to leave the place, any of the lhips 
will carry them off. But this trade has often 
proved a nurfery for pirates, as well as ~ den of 
thieves; or when a gang of ill-defigning fel-
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lows, viz. at Jamaica, or Martinico, have a 
mind to go a buccaneering, or pirating, they 
ufed to g; fer men to the bay of Campeachy, 
where they never failed to get as many bold fel­
lows as they wanted, well armed, and .all good 
feamen. .But the ner.k of this trade has been 
broken in the bay of Campeachy, fince the year 
1722, when 5 Spanifh frigates took or burnt 12 
Englifh {hips belonging to the northern colonies, 
defiroyed all the logwood they had cut, and put 
the cutters to the fword. 

Some trees o( the logwood itfelf grow very 
tall and firaight; though moftly low and crooked. 
They bear a fmalllcaf, and have a prickly un. 
clerwood like our white-thorn, in both thefe re­
fpects. It bloffoms and bears feed ; which by 
falling off, lows the ground from which it fprings 
up, and its vegetation is much fe>rwarded by the 
inundations bringing the foil over it. All the ri­
vers and creeks in the bay of Honduras not only 
{warm with al1igators and guans, but fifh alfo. 
Amor.g other fowls they have guams, confos; 
Mufcovy ducks, whifiling ducks, fomewhat 
larger than our teal, and as good to eat, cocka­
toos, macaws, p:urots, twopenny chicks, double 
and fing1e curlews, and crab-catchers. 

\Vith regard to land animals, here are wild 
deer, but fma11 and lean, tygcrs, and monkeys. 
Among the little iflands in the bay are great num­
bers of green turtle, moilly carched in nets. The 
manatee is al(o frequently met with here; and that 
called the Jew-fifh, which exceeds all rhe refr in 
goodnefs, is ihaped fomething like a cod, but 
thicker in proportion, and much better eating. 
They ha,·e very broad fcales, and fome of them 
weigh 8o1b. 

The 
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The principal towns of this province are V al .. 

ladolid, or Comaiagua, which is the capital, 
Truxillo, or Trugillo, Gra~ias a Dios, St. Pe..: 
dro, Porto de Cavallos, St. J ago, with the 
ifland of Ruatan, or Rattan. 

E rom Cape Gra~ias a Dios, the mofi eafierly 
promontory of Honduras, the land falls off due 
S. forming -another great bay, which runs along 
the coafr of Nicaragua, and then bends again 
E. by N. to Nombre de Dios and Porto Bello. 

HoRNE, CAPE, the moft foutherly promon ... 
tory of Terra del Fuego, a province of South 
Americ:a, round which all fhips have latterly 
paffed in going out of the Atlantic, or Ameri­
can ocean, into the Pacific, or South Seas. In 
the doubling of which cape commodore, now 
lord, An{on met with dreadful fiorms, and un­
fpeakable hardfhips. As did Don Pizarro aHo: 
it being often a work of immenfe labour, owing 
to the nature of thofc feas, and the coa!ls not 
having been _afcertained heretofore fo exaBly as 
fince. Befides, being fo near the S. pole, and Jo 
extremely cold, the feas arc fo fubjeet to tem­
peHs, that it is a voyage to be executed with a 
great deal of fkill, patience, and refolution. 
This way of going into the South Sea however 
is the more eligible, as that through the Mage1-
lan !heights is more dangerous and tedious. lt 
lies in lat. 55· 42. S. Long. 66. W. 

HoucuE, LA, a little fort, fituated two 
leagues beyond the H vannah, in the ifiand of 
Cuba, in America. }"'rom hence we begin to 
difcover Le Pain de Mat nee, a mountain, 
whofe top refcmbles an oven, or a loaf. It 
fcrvcs failors to know the bay of l\tlatancc by, 
which is about l4leagues from the Havannah. 
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HunsoN's-nAY, or STREIGHT, the N. part 
of Canada, in North America, where the Eng­
]ifh company, of the fame name, have feveral 
fettlements and forts, who, by their agents, crrry 
on here a traffic with the native Indians for 
beaver-fkins and other valuable furs to a confider­
able amount, being one of the mofi profitable 
trades our merchants deal in. But the garrifons 
and forts here feem not to be of a ftrength fuffi­
cient for holding out long againfi: an attack from 
the French and their Indian allies in · that neigh­
bourhood. This bay is about 300 leagues wid'e 
from S. to N. but above 530, by reckoning 
from the bottom of James bay, in lat. 51. N. to 
that of Repulfe bay in lat. 67. I o. N. Its 
breadth is unequal, being about 130 leagues 
where broadefi; but it grows narrower both to 
the fouthward and northward, being not much 
above 35 leagues broad in fome places. At the 
mouth of Hudfon's bay is Refolution ifland, alfo 
Mansfield ifland. And in the ftreight are 
Charles ifland, Sa1ifbury ifland, and Notting­
ham ifland. From Refolution ifland to Cape 
Diggs, at the entrance of the bay, is about 140 
leagues in length. The land on both fides, 
namely, Labrador and North Main, are inha­
bited by favages, of which we have little or no 
knowledge. That part of the bay on the W. 
fide, in about lat. 57· is called Button's bay, 
and the eaflern part, from Iat. 55· 15. to lat. SI. 
and the mofl: fouthern part is called J ames's bay. 
The coatl from Cape Henrietta Maria, in lat. 
55· 15. whereJames's bay begins, to the bottom 
of the bay is about I oo leagues, and of much 

. the f;J.me breadth all the way, being between Se!> 
and 6.o leagues over, . · · 
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On the eafiern fho re, of Labrador coafi, lie 

feveral iflands, c2lled the North fleepers, the 
vV efr fleepers, Baker's dozen, Belchier's iilcs ; 
and in J ames's bay are Bear ifland, Viner's 
ifbnd, Charlton ifland, Cape Hope ifland, &c. 
All the country from Burton'_s bayS. a~d E. as 
far as Labrador, is called New South \Vales. 

The French pretend to have had poffeffion of 
this bay prior to Hudfon, who firfi di[covered it 
for the Engl1 01. 

HunsoN's RIVER, a large river of North Ame­
rica, whofe fource has not been difco,·ered. Run,.. 
ning fouthward it approac hes the 1\1ohawk's ri­
ver, within a few miles of Sacoundauga, in 
North America. In the general we know that 
it has its fource in the mountair.ous uni1 habited 
countrv, between the 1 kes Ontario and Cham­
plain. ~ From its approach near Saucondauga, it 
runs N. a r~ d N. ealler ly toward -, lake St. bacra­
ment, now ldke G c.orge, wi thin 10 m il es of ir. 
The courfe then to New York is very uniform, be­
ing in the mainS. 12 or 15 °. W. The difiance 
from Albany to. Lake George is computed at 65 
miles. This river in that interval is navigable only 
to batteaus, and interrupted by rifts, which occ:a .. 
fion two pofiages of half a mile each. In the 
paflage from Albany to Fort Edward, the whole 
land carriage is 12 miles. There are three 
routes from~Crown Point to Hudfon's river, in 
the way to Albany; one through Lake George, 
another through a branch of Lake Chaplain, 
bearing a fouthern courfe, and terminating in a 
bafon, {everal miles E. of Lake George, called 
the South bay. The third is by afcending the 
W ood-ceek, a lhallow fire am about 30 yards . 
broad, which coming f1om the S. E. empties it.-
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felf into the S. branch of the Lake Champlain. 
The place where thefe routes meet on the banks 
of Hudfon's river is call_ed the carryin~-place. 
Here Fort Lyman, fince called Fort Edward, is 
built; but Fort Henry, a much fironger garrifon~ 
was eretted at the S. end of Lake George, after 
the repulfe of the French forces under the com­
mand of baron Diefkaw, on the 8th of Septem. 
her, 1755· General Shir1ey thought it more ad­
vifeab1e to ftrengthen Fort Edv,rard in the con­
currence of the three routes, than to ercet the 
other at L;.tke George, 17 miles to the north­
ward of it, and wrote a very prcffing letter to 
Sir William Johnfon, who then commanded the 
provincial troops. The paffage through the 
highland~ is about 16 miles; the tide flows a few 
miles above Albany. 'I'he navigation is fafe, 
and performed in floopc; of 40 or 50 tons burden. 
About 6o miles above the city of New York the 
water is frelh, and in wet feafons very low, and 
abounds with variety of filh. 

The advantages of this river for penetrating 
into Canada, and proteCting the fouthern colo­
Jonies, from the irruptions of the French, by 
fecuring the commands of the J.akes, and cutting ~ 
off the communication between the French fet­
tlements- on St. Laurence and Miffiffippi, muft 
be very apparent, though but lately attended to. 

HuRoN, LAKE oF, a large colleCtion of in­
land waters, in Canada, in North America. It 
lks between Iat. 43 and 46 N. and between 
long. 84 and 89 vV. 'l'he lands about this lake 
are called the country of the Hurons, where the 
French pretenc to have ~ettlcmenrs and alliances 
with the Indians, who have found out a way 
from this lake to the French fettlcments on the 
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Miffiffipi river, which empties itfelf into the 
gulph of Mexico, in North America. 

HuRoNs, favages inhabiting the country con­
tiguous to the lake of the fame name,' in Cana­
da, in North America: their true name is Yen­
clats. That of Hurons is in accommodation to 
the French manner, who, at fidl obferving thefe 
favages with their hair cut very ihort, and flick­
ing up fo oddly as to give them a very frightful 
appearance, cried out ' quels hurcs !' and hence 
they accufiomed themfclvcs to call them Hurons. 

If we may credit their mofi ancient traditions, 
this nation originally confi.ll:ed only of cantons, 
or viHages, which in time were divided into four, 
or they <>dopted two others . The different :adop­
tions which thefc four tribes made of the 
neighbouring people rendered the nation of the 
Hurons very powerful in comparifon of all 
others, on account of the care they took to be 
always united in a body: a point which the Al­
gonquins did not regard, who were originally a 
great deal more numerous · than the Hurons ; 
for though among the l:atter the adopted tribes 
always retained their primitive names, they took 
alfo the generical denomination, which was 
of the two fidr, and fpoke with the language, 
with fome [mall but inconfiderablc- difference : 
fome however give themfelves the name of 
Ontaononoues, that is fuch as fpeak the better 
language. 

It fcems even that this uniformity of lan­
guage may induce one to believe, that the con­
federacy, union, or adoption of thefe tribes only 
ferved to bring them back to their firfi origin: 
whereas the Iroquois, and the Andailouez, who 
are certainly derived from the fame frock, ha/-

in 
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ing never united again, fince the reparation has 
altered alio their languages much more, whic-h 
are plainly dialeCl:s of that of the Hurons. Not 
only the whole nation, but alfo each canton or 
village became divider! into three principal fami­
lies. It is hence to be obferved that the unifor­
mity which upon this reigned among the whole 
nation, and thofe branches which arofe from 
it at the time of the difcovery of Canada, is a 

. plain proof, that if the three families are not three 
difiintl: branches of the fame flock, their union 
is at leafi: of a very great antiquity, and of a 
bi?her date than the feparation of the Iroquois 
from the Hu .. ons. 
· The country inhabite . by the latter people at 
the beginning of the ]aft century, had the Lake 
Erie to the S. the Lt~ke Huron to the W. and 
Lake Ontario to the E. It is fituated between 
1at. 42 and 4.5 N. Ht>rc they have a good 
many cantons, or villages; and the whole nation 
fiill confifi:s of between 40, and so,ooo fouls, 
though already diminiihed hy reaton of its wars 
with the Iroquois. This country, general1y 
fpeaking, is not the mofi fertile in all New 
France; but there are fome cantons in it that 
are very much fo: and were it as well peopled as 
the beft provinces are, it might eafily, with 
good c'ultivation, fupport all its inhabitants: 

, befides, its air is very healthy. Many of the 
French h c~ ve been in thi'> country for a long time: 
they fuffcred extremely by famine and other ea~ 
lamities, which are the attendants of war, but 
none died here of difiempers, and even very few 
were taken ill. 

In thi) C<'untry are large meadows, which 
would b-ear wheat and all other grain that one 

would 
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would fc)w in them. The forefis are full of very 
beautiful trees, efpecially cedars of a prodigious 
magnitude, and proportionable tallnefs. The 
country is well watered, and the water is very 
good. Here are, it is faid, fome fiones that 
can he fufed like metal, and contain veins 
of filver. But we know not what credit to 
give to fome accounts, which tell us of two ani­
mals that are pretty fingular, and natives of this 
country, and to be met with no where elfe. 
The one is a bird that mews like a cat; the 
other is a kind of hare that fings like a bird, and 
whofe flelh is very delicate. 

This country is advantageoufly fituated for 
commerce: whence, by means of the lakes with 
which it is almofi furrounded, it would be an 
eafy matter to pufh on difcoveries even to the 
extreme parts of North America. In flwrt, it 
would be no lefs fo to gain, a natibn from which, 
it feems, much is to be feared and hoped for 
the efiablilhment and increafe of any colony. 
The nations with which a trade may be carried 
on are the mountaineers below Q:1ebec, the 
Alonquez beyond it, in its neighbourhood all 
around, and in an ifland formed by the areat ri-

. M o ver Outaouats above ontreal, and the remain-
der under the appellation of Nipif!ings, ~r Ni­
piffiriniens. And lafily, the Outaouais fpread up 
and down in divers places on their river, bearing 
the fame name; of which they pretend to be 
fuch abfolute mailers, as to efiablifh a right of 
exaCting toll upon all the canoes that go up or 
come down that fiream. 

Nothing is wanting, fays C 1arJevoix, but 
to gain the Iroquois; allies to the Englifh; and 
that was a point of infinite confequence: per­

haps 
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haps this might, with little difficulty, have been 
crowned wi th fuccefs, if in the beginning the fa­
vages had feen us (the French) fufficiently able 
to oive law to them, or at leafi to make the ba­
lan~e turn to the iide of their enemies the Hu­
rons, who were our allies. A thoufand men, 
continues he, entertained in the country of 
the Hurons, with three or tour little forts, would 
have been fufficient for this purpofe: but the ne­
czffity of fuch a meafure was not perceived, till 
it was too late. rrhe opportunity was fo much 
the more favourable at that time, namely in 
1634, for obliging the Iroquois to come to an 
accommodation, and perhaps binding them to 
us for ever, as hitherto they had no trade with 
the Dutch fe ttlement in their neighbourhood, 
and our _allies were very much difpofed to unite 
their forces, in. order to make the Llft efrort againfr 
them, and fl:nke an effectual blow. ' 

The Huron language extends itfelf as far as 
the Alonquin ; which undoubtedly arifes from 
this, namely, that the people who fpeak it, have 
always been of a lets roving and migratory dif­
pofition than the Alonquins; I fay the Huron 
ianguagc, to conform myfelf to the mofi com­
monly received opinion, for fome fl:ill maintain 
that the Iroquois is the mother-tongue. How­
evei, al! the favages dwelling to the S. of the ri­
ver St. Laurencc, from that of Sorel, as far as 
the extremity of Erie lake, and even pretty near 
Virginia, fpeak this language: and whoever 
underfiands the Huron, underfi:ands them all. 
The dialeas of it h:lVe extremely multiplied, 
and they are almofi: as numerous as the villages. 
The five cantons which conftitute the Iroquois 
.r-epublic have each th~ir own dialect, And all 
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next place, till the wars of the Jroquois hap­
pened, their country was better peopled, though 
polygamy has never been admitted among them. 
They have alfo the reputation of being more la­
borious, more induftrious, and more dexterous in 
managing their affairs, and more difcreet in their 
proceedings; which cannot be afcribed to any 
thing elfe but to the difpofition for fociety, which 
they. have preferved better than the others. 
Among the Hurons this is efpecially to be re­
marked, that forming almoft no longer the body 
of a nation, and being reduced to two middling 
villages, very remote from each other, they are 
neverthclefs frill the foul of all their counfels, 
when matters of any general concern come 
to be debated. It is true, that notwithfianding 
this diverfity, which is not to be obferved at firft 
iight, there is a good deal of refemblance in the 
charatler of the minds, manners, and cufioms 
of all the favages in Canada: but this is the con­
fequence of intercourfe and commerce, which 
they have had continually with one another for 
many ages pail:. 

With regard to the government, cufioms, and 
religion of thefe r eople, I hitherto, continues 
Charlevoix, fee nothing but a chaos, which is not 
poffible to bf. difintangled. It would be but lit­
tle fatisfaCtory to publifh all the extravagancics 
which have been attributed to thefe ' favages by 
fome travellers, or have been drawn from their 
traditions. Thefe befides have fo little certainty, 
and are fo grofly contraditl:ory to one another for 
the moff: part, tnat it is nearly impoffible to 
draw any certain c ncl finn ti-om them ; how 
indeed coul a peep: , fuch as we find thefe 
to be, tranfmit with any meafure of :fidelity 

what 
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what has pafTed among them for a fut:ceffion of 
fo many ages, having had no helps to affiil: their 
memory? And is it to be eaftly conceived that 
men who think fo little about futurity, flwuld 
ever have been fufficiently taken up ;bout paff: 
e~ents, fo as to have preferved a faithful remem­
brance of them ? Thus, after all the refearches 
which could have been made, one is il:ill to 
feek with regard to the fituation of Canada, at 
the firft difcovery of it towards the middle of 
the fixteenth century. 

The only point of their hiftory that has come 
to us, cloathed with fome fort of probability, is 
the rife of the war which M. de Champlain 
found was very much kindled between the Iro­
quois on one fide, and the Hurons, and Alon­
quins on the other. In this war he meddled, 
1-ti. Charlevoix fays, a great deal more than was 
agreeable to the French intereft; and, that for 
his ·own part, he has not been able to find the 
epoch a of it; yet he does not take it to be very 
ancient. But he gives his reader notice before 
hand, that he will not infure the following hif­
tmical account, though he fays, at the fame 
time, that he takes it from good authortty. 

1'he Algonquins inhabited all that extent of 
country, ftom Ol1ehec, and perhaps even from 
rj adoufl'dc, as Lr as Nipiffing lake, along the 
N. fhorc of the river St. Laurence, and up to th~ 
great river which empties itfclf into it above the 
ifland of f\:lontreal. Hence it may be judged, 
that th1s nation was at that time pretty numerous; 
anJ it is certain that it has, for a long time, 
made a very great figure in that par~ of America, 
TJhere the Hurons alone were in a condition of 
Jiljmting with them the pre-eminence over all 
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the refl:. ' ith regard to hunting, fhey had n~ 
equals, and as for war, they had none fuperior to 
them. The few which at prefent remain of 
them have not degenerated from the ancient va­
'lour of this nation ; and their mifery has not yet 
made them lofe their reputation. 

The Iroquois enterea into a kind of league 
with them, very advantageous to both the one 

,:and the other; but which, in the way of think­
ing among the favages, with whom a great hun­
ter and a great warrior go hand in hand, gave 
the Algonquins a real fuperiority over thelroquois • 
... I'he!e I aft, almofi entirely taken up in the culti­
·vation of their lands, had engaged themfelves 
to give a fhare of their crops to the Alonquins, 
who, on their part, were to divide wifh them 
the fruits of th eir hunting, and to defend them 
2gainft the attempts of any who fhould endeavour 
to difiurb them. Thefe two nations Jived thus 
for a pretty long time in a good underfl:anding: 
but an ill-judged haughtinefs on the part of the 
one, and an animofity which was not much 
minded, or attended to, on the part of the 
other, broke this union, and embroiled, irre­
concilably both thQ!f~ people. 

As winter is the feafon for the grand hunting, 
and as at that time the ground being covered with 
fnow does not furnifh employment for thofe who 
cultivate it; the favages of both nations in al­
liance, joined together in order to winter in the 
woods. Dut the Iroquois left the trouble of hunt­
jng to the Algonquins, and contented themfelves 
with flaying the beafis tbat were taken, dryin_g 
their flefh, and dreffing their fkins. This, at pre­
fult, is the women's work every where: which 
probably then had not.b.ecome a common cufrom 
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among them. However, the Iroquois did not 
mind it. Though, from time to time, fome 
"of them were defirous to make a trial at hun· .. 
ing, and the Algonquins were not againfi: it; 
in which they fhewed themfelves bad politi­
cians. It happened, in a certain winter, that a 
fmall body of both nations had Hopped at a 
place, where they reckoned they {hould have 
good game for hunting; and accordingly fix 
young Algonquins joined with the like number 
of Iroquois, who were of·the fame age, were fent 
out to begin the fport. 

They at fu{t perceived fome elks: upon which 
all immediately made ready to fall upon them. 
But the Algonquins would not let the Iroquois 
purfue them, and gave them to underfiand that 
they fhould have enough to do to flay the bea{li 
they were going to kill. But unluckily for thefe 
young boafters, three days pa!fed without their 
being able to bring down a fingle elk, though a 
great number of thefe animals prefented them­
felves. They were greatly moTtified at this poor 
fuccefs, which apparently was a thing not dif­
pleaiing to the Iroquois, who pre!fed to be per­
mitted to go on the other fide, where they flat­
tered themfelves they fhould be more fortunata. 
Their propofal wa~ received by the Algonquins, 
in the fame manner as that was by the bre­
thren of David, which that young fhepherd made 
about going to fight with the giant Goliath. 
They told the Iroquois that they were very vain 
to pretend having more ikill than what the Al­
gonquins had : that their bufinefs Was to till the 
ground ; and that they ought to leave the office 
of hunting to thofe whom it fujted better. 
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The Iroquois, provoked with this anfwer, 

made no fort of reply; but the night follow­
.ing they went away privily in order to hunt. 
The Algonquins, when they awaked, were fur­
prifed at not fecing their affociates the Iroquois; 
but their aftonifhment foon was changed into an 
extreme difguft: for on the evening of the fame 
day, they faw the Iroquois return, loaded with 
the flefh of elks which they had taken. No 
people in the world are more fufceptible of envy, 
and carry it further than the favages of this country 
do. The effetl: of that paffion on the Algonquins 
immediately Chewed itfelf; for fcarcely were the 
Iroquois aileep, before they had all their throats 
cut. Such a maffacre could not long be con­
cealed ; and though the bodies were buried fe­
cretly, the nation to which they belonged were 
foon informed of it. They at fidl: made their 
complaints with moderation; but at the fame 
time they would have jufiice done on the mur­
derers. But they were holden in too much con­
tempt to have any fuch thing granted them. 
And the Algonquins would not humble them­
felves fo far as to give them the leafi fatisfaetion. 

The lroquois, in defpair, took a firm refolu­
ti~n of being avenged for the contempt which 
the Algonquins fhewed for them, and which 
touched them more than the aflaffination of which 
they complained. They fwore they wou1d all 
die to a man, or have fatisfaetion: but as they 
found themfelves not yet in a condition to try 
their {hength with the Algonquins, whofe \'cry 
name kept in a we a! mo!t every other nation ; 
they withdrew from them, anil went to try tl1eir 
itrength againfi an enemy Jefs to be dreaded, a 
war with whom they looked upon as a di'r'erfion: 
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and ns fooa as they thought themfelves fuffi ­
C'iently hardened and enured, they fell all of a 
fuddcn upon the Algonquins, and began a war, 
the end of which the French, fays CharJe,·oix, 
only faw, and which fet all Canada in a flame. 
It has continued, on the part of the Iroquois, 
with a fiercenefs fo much the more terrible, as it 
was the more premeditated, and had nothing of 
that precipitate fury which hinders from taking 
the proper meafures, and which ~ools imme­
diately. Be fides this, the favages never thought 
they were fufficiently revenged, unlefs they had 
entirely defiroyed their enemies: and this is truer 
with regard to the Iroquois than any other na­
tion. It is commonly obferved of them, that 
they come on like foxes, that they attack like 
lion~:, and that they fl.y off like poor birds. 
'I'hus they play generally a fure game; and fuch 
C'onducl: has fo well furceeded with them, that 
without the affifiance of the French, fays Char-
1evoix, there would not perhaps be at this day 
any mention of thole nations, who dared to 
oppofe this torrent. 

Thofe mofi ill-ufed of all have been the Hu­
rons, who found themfelves engaged in this war, 
either as allies or neighbours of the Algonq~ins, 
or becaufe they lay in the way of the one or the 
other. It has been furprifing to fee one of the 
mofl: numerous and warlike nations on this con­
tinent, the moi1: efieemed of them all for their 
wifdom and courage, to difappear almofl: en­
tirely in a very few years. It may be even faid, 
that no nation on thi::. part of the continent but 
ha~ paid dear on account of the Iroquois being 
forced to take arms: and, fays Cnarlevoix, I 
know none in all Canada but the Abenaquis 
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among them, whom they did not dare to di(­
t;.;rb ; for when once they had tafled of war, 
they could not remain quiet, but like lions, 
whofe infatiable thirfi for blood is only increafed 
hy the bare view, and by never fo (mall a parti­
ci p .\~io n of it. One would hardly believe what 
t (?ng th ::~ they went in order to find out people with 
whom to f..ght. However, in confequence of 
their making war, as they have neverthelefs re­
ceived confiderable checks from time to time, 
they have found them(elves extremely diminifhed 
in their numbers, and without the flaves which 
they have taken in from all parts. the greatefi 
number of whom they adopted or manumifed, 
their fituation would not now be more happy 
than that of the people they fubdued. 

Vlhat has happened in this refpeCl: to the Iro­
q .wis may be fatd with greater reafon concerning 
all the other ravages of this country ; and it is 
not at all furpriling if, as has been al'ready ob­
ferved, thefe nations fnould diminilh every day 
very lcnfibly ; for though their wars do not at 
.firfr appear to be equally deftruB.ive of lives as 
ours are, yet they are much more fo in propor­
tion. The mofi numerous of thefe nations have 
never, perhaps, exceeded 6o,ooo fouls, a,nd from 
time to time fkirmifhes pafs among them, in 
which a great deal of blood is ihed. A furprife, 
or fudden attack, fometimes defiroys a whole vil­
lage; and often the fear of an invafion makes the 
people defert a whole canton ; at which time 
thef~ fugitives, in order to avoid dying by the 
fword of their enemies, or meeting with punilh­
rnent, expofe themfelves to perilh by famine and 
difhefs in the forefis and mountains, becaufe 
they feldom have the leifure or precaution to 
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r.arry provifions thither. rfhis is what happen..,J' 
in the preceding age to a very great number of 
Hurons and Algonquins, of whom no body 
could g,ive any account. 

In the north part of Can:1da, :and wherever. 
the Algonquin language prevails, the dignity 0f 
Chief, or Cacique, is eletltvc: but the whol(~ 
ceremony of the election and infbllation con­
fdts in feafting, accompanied with dancing and 
iin6in6. The chief clc8: alfo never fails of pro 4 

nouncing the panegyric of hif!J whofe place he 
takes, and invoking his genius, or guardian fpi­
rit. Among the Hurons, where this dignity i. 
l1crcditary, the fucccffion is continued in tl e 
female line : fo that upon the death of the 
chief, it is not his fon who fuccecds him, but 
the fon of his ilficr, or in default of hi m, hi s 
ncarefl: relation in the female line. If a wh ole 
branch becomes cxtinB:, the mo!t diH ingui(hcrl 
matron of the tribe, or nation, pitchc~ upon1 
that fubjetl: fhe l1kes beft, and accordingly cte­
clares him chief. 

Maturity of years is neceffJry for govcrn:np;; 
and if the hereditary chief has not yet arrived at 
full age, they appoint him a regent, who hz.s :1ll 
the authority in his hands, but he. exerci!cs it un­
der the name of the minor. In general thcfe 
chiefs do not receive great marks of deference ; 
and if they are always obeyed, it proceeds 
from their knowing how to command. They 
indeed even pray, or rather propofe, that they 
may not be raifed to that power, and that they 
may never go beyond the bounds of that little 
authority which they enjoy. Thus, it is reafo:1 
.that governs, and the government is fo much the 
more effectual, as obedience is the ~ore free ; 
t. G 4 and 
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;;;J.nd a the people have no need to fear that it 
fl1all ever degenerate into tyranny. 

Each family has likewife .a right of choofing 
a counfellor and affifiant to the chief, and this 
perfon i, to take c<~re of their interefis, and with­
out his advice the chief can undertake no enter­
prife. Thefe counfellors are efpecially obliged 
to have an eye on the public treafury, and it is 
their particular bufinefs to appoint the defiination 
of the feveral fums to be employed out of it. 
They are received into the office in a general 
council ; but their allies have no notice given 
them of this, as they have of the election and 
infiallation of their chiefs. Among the Huron 
nations it is the women who nominate the coun­
fellors, and frequently they choofe perfons of 
their own fex. 

The body of counfellors, or affifiants, is the 
nrft of all ; the fecond is that of the ancients, 
i . ·e. all thofe who have arrived at the age of ma­
turity: but Charlevoix fays he does not know · 
precifely what the age is. The Iafi body is that 
of the warriors. It comprehends all fuch as are 
able to bear arms. At their head is frequently 
the chief of the nation, or of the viilage : but 
he mufi previoufly have difiinguilbed himfelf by 
fome brave action : if not, he is obliged to ferve 
in the fi:ation of a fubaltern, that is, a plain 
foldier : for there are no degrees in the military 
fervice of the favages. · 

A great party indeed may have feveral chiefs, 
becaufe they give this title to all thofe who have 
already bore command ; yet they are neverthe­
)efs fubjetl to the commandant of the party, a 
fort of general, without any conduCt or real au­
thority, who can neither reward, nor punilh; 
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whom his foldiers may quit when they pleafe .. 
without his having any thing to fay to them; and 
whom, neverthelefs, they hardly ever contra­
dict: fo true is it, that among men who ·make 
reafon tHeir rule, and are guided by honour and 
a zeal for their country, independency does not 
de!hoy fubordination ; and that frequently a free 
and voluntary obedience is always that fort which. 
may be moft furely: relied on. Befides, the qua­
lities requifite for a commander in war are, that 
that he fhould be fuccefsful, valiant, and difin­
terefied. So that it is not furprifing that obe­
dience is readily paid to a man, in whom thefe 
characters are acknowledged to meet. 

The women have the principal authority with 
the people of the Huron language, if we except 
the Iroquois canton of Onneyouth, among 
vhom it is borne alternate by both fexes. But 

if this be the right of the matter, the practice is 
feldom conformable to it. The men indeed do 
not fpeak to the women but about what they 
would have them know, and very rarely that 
any matter of importance is communicated to 
them ; though all be done in their name, and 
the chiefs are no more than their lieutenants. 
Yet the grandmother of the hereditary chief 
among the Hurons of the iheights not being able 
to obtain a mifiionary for her village, is a good . 
proof that the real authority of the women 
amounts but to very little. Yet we are affured, 
that they are the firft who deliberate on what­
ever is r ropofed in the council, and that they af· 
terw.ucis give the refult of their confultations to 
• le ctl ief:,, who make report of i to the general 
·ouncil, which is compofed of the ancientE-. 

it ;~ very Lkely that all this is dcne by '·ay 
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of form, and under the re!hiB:ions already men­
tioned. The warriors confult alfo among them­
felves upon every thing within their province; 
but they can conclude nothing of any impor, 
tance, nor about what concerns the interefi of 
the nation or canton. Every thing muft be can­
vaffed and decreed in the council of the an­
cients who determine in the laft refort. 

It m uft be allowed, that the proceedings in 
thefe affemblies are carried on with fuch wifdom, 
mature deliberation, ability, and I will fay, 
commonly with fuch probity,. as would do honour 
to the Areopagus of Athens, and the fenate of 
Rome in the beft days of thofe two republics~ 
For they conclude upon nothin5 with precipita­
tion ; and the principal paffions which have fo 

• much changed the face of politics, even among 
chrifiians, have not yet been able to prevail 
among thefe favages over the public good. 
The fdf-interefted do not fail to fet feveral 
i{Hings in motion, and to employ a dexterity of 
man agement, of which one would hardly be .. 
lieve Barbarians to be capable, in order )o 
att il in their purpofes. It is indeed true, that 
they have all, in a very high degree, the art of 
conc(: al ing their march : but commonly the 
glory of the nation and the motives of honour 
::tre the princi!Jal fprings of all their enterprifes. 
But what cannot be excu(ed in them is, that 
moll: frcq cntly they make it a point of honour 
to revenge themfelves, and they fet no bounds 
to their refentment: a fault "vhich chrifiianity 
.:lone can retl:ify, and which all our politenefs 
and religion do notal ways correCt. 

Each tribe has its orator in its own canton ; 
and hardly any but the~ have a right to fpeak ir1 
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their public deliberations, and general affemblies4. 
They always fpeak well, and to the purpofe. 
Bdides this natural eloquence, which 1;1one, who 
have tried them can quefiion, they have a perfetl: 
knowledge of the interefis of thofe who employ 
them : and fuch a dexterity in fetting their juil: 
rights in their full point of view, as nothing can. 
exceed. On fome occafions the women have. 
an orator who fpeaks in their name, and as if 
he were the interpreter only. People, who may 
be faid to poffefs nothing, neither in public nor pri- . 
v.ate, and have no ambition to extend their .terri­
tories, would, one iliould think, have few fubjecbr 
for quarrelling with one another. But the mind of 
man, naturally refilefs, caHnot remain without ac­
tion; and it is a matter of ingenuity to procure.· 
fomething to employ one'~ felf a bout. This is 
certain, that our favages are continually engaged.: 
about negotiations; and they have always fomc:. 
affair or other upon the carpet; namely~ treatic~ . · 
to be concluded, or renewed, offers of fervice~ , 
reciprocal civilities, and alliances to be ma 
1 aged, invitations to war, compliments on the 
death of a eh ief, or of any confider able perfon : 
all which is done with a dignity, attention, and 
I may venture to fay,. with a capacity worthy of. 
the moft important concerns: and thefe are fome~ 
times more fo than they appear. to be. For 
thofe whom they commiffion for this purpofe 
have for the moft part fecrct inftrutlions; :and 
the apparent motive of their deputation is fre­
quently no more than a veil t-o conceal fome · 
other more ferious matter.-

Father Brebreuff~ who lived - a long while . 
among the Huron~, gives an account of the · 
fullowing method Q[ puni!hing affaffins, com-

G. 6 moru 
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monly pra8.ifed. They laid the dead body upon 
poles in the upper part of a cottage, and the 
murderer was obliged, for feveral fucceffive days, 
to be directly underneath, and fo receive what­
ever dripped from the corps, not only upon 
himfelf, but even upon his viCtuals, which were 
fet by him, unlefs this laft difagreeable circum­
ftance was prevented by making a confiderable 
prcfent to the friends of the defunct. But the 
miffionary does not fay, whether this was done 
by public authority, or by way of reprifal made 
ufe of by thofe concerned, when they could 
have the affaffin in their power. 

However, the mofi ufual way among all the 
favages, to indemnify the relations for the lofs of 
a perfon who has been affafiinated, is to put a 
prifoner of war in his room; upon which occa­
fion this captive is always adopted. He enjoys 
all the rights which belonged to the defuntt; 
and he ioon makes the perfon, whofe place he 
occupies, to be forgoten. There are, neverthe­
lefs, fome odious crimes which are directly 
punifhed with death, at ]cafi among. fome na­
tions; of this kind is witchcraft. 

Whoever is fufpeeted of it, is no where fafe; 
and when they have got him into their hands, 
they make him even undergo a fort of torture to· 
oblige him to name his accomplices; after which 
he is condemned to the puniiliment of prifoners 
of war. But they previou£1y afk the confent of 
his relations, who dare not refufe it. Such as 
are the leaft criminal are firangled, before they 
are burnt. Almoft in the fame manner they 
treat thofe wto difhonour their families; and 
<:ommonly the family itfelf avenges the injury. 

Among 
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Among the Hurons, who were mucn adoicted 

to ficaling, and performed it with a dexterity 
which our artful pick-pockets would account as 
an honour to tl'iem, it was allowed, upon di!: 
covery of the thief, not only t6 recover from 
him what he had taken, but even to carry off 
every thing in his hut; to ihip him, his wife, 
and children, naked, without their being able 
to make the leaft reflflance. Befides, in order 
avoid all manner of difputes that 'might arife on 
this head, . they agreed upon certain points, from 
which they never deviated. For inftance, every 
thing found, were it but a moment from the 
time of its being lofi:, belonged to that perfon 
who found it, provided that the firfi: owner had 
not already cl-aimed it. B'ut how little fraud 
foever was obferved on the part of the finder, 
they obliged him to refl:ore it. And this fome· 
times gave occafion to altercations which were 

retty difficult to determine. 
In order to hinder the confequences of a mur­

der, the public takes upon itfelf to make fatis­
fatlion for the guilty; and to indemnify thofc 
concerned. Would one think, that even this is 
of greater force to prevent thefe diforders, than 
the mofl: fevere laws ? Yet nothing is truer in 
fact : for as fuch fatisfatlions cofi men very dear, 
whofe ferocity furpaffcs all that can be faid of it, 
the guilty perfon is more fenfible of the pain in 
which he fees the nation upon his account, than 
he would be of his own ; and the zeal ' for the 
honour of the nation reftrains thefe barbarians a 
great qeal more powerfully than the fear of death 
and puni£hment could do. 

Hefides it is certain, that impunity has not al-
ways prevailed among them io much as it has 

done 
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traces of the ancient rig.our with which they 
knew well how to re-prefs crimes. Theft in par­
ticular has always been looked upon as a fiain 
which would difgrace a family ; and each had a 
right to wafh out the fl:ain with the blood of the 
guilty perfon. Father Brebreuf faw one day a 
young Huron knock out his fifter's braiRs: he 
run up to ftop him, when upon afking what in­
duced him to commit fuch violence, ' the fa­
' vage made anfwer, it is my fifier: lhe has 
'been guilty of theft, and I was willing to ex­
' piate by her death the affront which lhe has 
' done both to me and all our family.' 

HuRoN LAKE, a large colletlion of inland 
waters, but fo as to be in the courfe of the river 
St. Laurence, in Canada, in North America; 
namely, the lake Alempigon difcharges itfelf 
rnto that called the Superior lake, this into the 
Huron, and this into that of Erie, or Conti; 
and this laft into the lake of Frontenac, or On­
tario. The Huron lake hath a communication 
by a fmall flreight, or channel, witq that of 
Michigan; and the lands contiguous to it are 
called the country of the Hurons, already de­
fcribed, where the French pretend to have fet­
tJements and alliances with the Indians there, 
who found out a way from this lake to the fettle­
rnents on the J\1iffiffippi, a river which falls into 
•he gulph of Mexico. 

]AGO 
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JAG 0 DEL EST E RO, SAN, the me­
tropolis of Tucuman, a province of Para­

guay, in South America. It is the fee of a 
bifhop, is fttuated on the banks of the Do1ce, 
which is here pretty large and navigable for vef­
fcls of burthen, and affording a plenty and va­
riety of fi{h. The town confifis only of 3co 
houfes, or 500 families, and is quite without 
walls, ditch, or other fence. The inhabitants 
are mofily Mafiichos, and Mulattos, of a dark 
yellow complexion, lazy and fickly, from the heat 
of the climate, and addiCted more to pleafure, 
than to any traffic or work. The town fl:ands· 
on a .flat, but furrounded with forefis which 
caufe a fiagnation of the air. It has hardly 300 

men fit to bear arms, including all the inhabi­
tants. The women are generally handfome, 
but mofi of them are troubled with fwellings, 
or wens in the throat. The neighbouring· 
country produces plenty of wheat, rice, barley, 
fruits of all forts, particularly figs and raifins; 
the forefis yield plenty of game, but are a]fo in-­
felled with tygers, and other beafis of prey, 
particularly guanacos of the fize of a horfe, in· 
whofe maw is found the accidental bezoar. 

Befides the cathedral, is the Jefuit's church, 
with two others belonging to monafieries. The 
inq uifitor, or governor, of this province, who is· 
a fecular priefi, reficJes in this town, and nomi­
nates his fubfiitutes for the other parts of the 
country. This St. Jago is fituated about 160 

]eflgues E. from Potofi, in lat. 24. 40. S. and 
long. 64. 55· W. 

J AGO, ST. in the bifhopric of the fame name, 
and capital of all Chili, in South America. It 
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is fituated in a beautiful plain of yaft extent. 
The town is watered on the E. fide by the little 
river Mapocho, which is fwelled in fummer by 
the melting of the fnow i-n the Cordille-ra, and 
in winter by the exceffive rains ; yet it is for the 
rnoft pttrt fordable. Its water is always foul, 
which the inhabitants filtre through a kind of 
fione. 

For preventing inundations they ha\Le built a 
wall and a dyke, by means of which the waters 
are at all times conveyed for watering their <Tar­
dens, and cooling the ftreets. Beiides th~fe . 
they draw larger Hreams for driving the mills i~ 
fe~eral parts of the city. The fireets are laid 
out according to the four cardinal points. They 
are exactly in a line, and neatly paved with fmall 
fiones. 

The earthquakes, frequent here, have much 
endamaged the city j and among them thofe 
particularly of 1647, and 1657: the former al­
mofi overturned the whole town, and left fuch 
noxious vapours that all the inhabitants died ex­
cept 3 or 400. Since that time fome of the mo­
flafieries have been enlarged beyond the firaight 
lines. 

About the middle of the city i-s the Placa Real, 
or Royal Square, with eight avenues leading 
to it, and in the centre is a fountain with a brafs 
bafon. The W. fide contains the cathedral and 
bilhop's palace; the N. fide, the prefident's new 
palace, the royal court, the council-houfe, and. 
prifon; the S. fide is a row of porticos, or uni­
form arches, for the conveniency of merchants; 
with a gallery O\'er thefe for !eeing the bull­
fights. 

The· 
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The houfes, as is ufual throughout ChiJi, 

have only a ground-floor built With unburnt 
bricks, and here they are handfomer than elfe­
where, and the chUiches richer in gilding; but 
the whole architetl:urc is in an ill tafie, except 
the JeCuit~ church, which is a Latin crofs arched 
on a Doric order. All the churches have a fmall 
area for proceffions ; mofi of them are built with 
bricks, but fame are of free- !lone; and others 
are alfo of pebbles from a fmall rock, called St. 
Lucy's hill, E. of the city, from the top of 
which is a full view of the city and parts ad­
jacent. 

'rhe ' governor has the titles of prefident and 
captain-general, on account of his two employ­
rnents of the gown and fword. He prefides in 
the royal court, which is cornpofed of four judges, 
two fifcals ; one of whom has the charge of pro­
tetl:ing the Indians, and of the affairs of the 
Croifade; alfo a head ferjeant of the court, with 
other officers. No appeal lies from a judgment 
on a writ of error, or review upon a royal deci­
fion, which only takes cognizance of matters of 
moment, unlefs it be the royal council of the 
1 ndies. Other matters are decided in the coun­
cil-houfe, confifiing of members li:Ke thofe of 
Conception. · 

The ecclefiafiical ftate, as well the fecular, 
has a dependence on Lima: but the bi!hop's 
power here is very much circumfcribed, the laws 
not allowing him the difpofal of ary cure: even 
the pope has not liis turn here. Befides the ca­
thedral, here are three pari!h cliurches, but fmall, 
and little reforteil to, as the .rvlonks, and efpe­
cially the J efuits, pretend to a right of perform­
ing ecclcliafiical funCtions, when they pleafe. 

Here 
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Here are eight monafl:eries for men; all whidr 
communities are numerous. 

At St. J ago is the tribunal of the inquifition 
of Chili, where the commtffary-general and his 
office rs refide. They apply them rei ves to the 
finding out of forcerers and witches, true or falfe,. 
and certain crimes, as polygamy, &c. But as 
for heretics, none fall into their hands, they 
:fiudy fo little here. The name of licentiate, or 
doC.lor. the D ominicans and Jefuits can confer, 
by a privikge obtained from the pope, though no 
univerfity be efiablilhed as St. J ago. 

J A GO D E LE oN, SA NT, a town of Vene4 
zuela, a province of Terra Firma, in South 
A merica. It is fituated about I 8 miles from the 
fea-co :1 fl: to the S. To it are two ways from tht 
fea ; the one lhort and eafy; but may be eafilr, 
guarded by a few people, being about the mid. 
die pent in by inacceilible mountains and groves, 
fo that it is hardly 25 feet broad: the other road 
is through craggy mountains and precipices, 
which the Indians generally ufe. After paffing 
thofe mountains is a plain in which the town i$ 
built. In 1599, the Englifh. took this town, 
after making themfelves maflers of the Caraccas. 

]AGO DE GuATIMALA, ST. one of the 
principal towns of New Spain in South Ameri~ 
ea. ':{:he. old · city was utterly de.fhoyed by a 
hurrica-'' and earthquake in 154-r, when it i~ 
fa id, •. ¥ • ~): o Spaniards (according to their. ufual 
over-( .. . :loft their lives. It was built at tho 
bottq·-. a volcano, with two tops, from ono 
of which ilfued fire, and from the other water. 
The prefent city fiands in a fine valley on a ri­
ver about three leagues from the volcano. It is 
the refidence of the prefidents, the feats of the 

royal 
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royal courts, and of a rich biihop {uffragan to 
lVlcxico. It has an univerflty, and is the centre 
of commerce in all thofe parts. It contains , 
~1bout 8oco fa miles: and the citizens c~rry on a · 
confiderable trade through all the provinces of. 
Mexico, and even into Peru, by the ports of La 
'J'rinidad and Rea1ejo. Its trade with Spain is 
from Golfo Dolcc. The principal commoJi ties 
in which they dcJl are hides,. Indigo, anatta,. 
fylvefler, cochineal, cocoa, &c. And indeed no 
city can {!anJ more commoJiou!ly for an exten­
:fivc tn:de, and be Llfer from pirates anJ rriva­
teers, lying 8 leagues from the South Se•1, anu· 
a bout 40 from the gulph of 1\:lexico: yet fiill it 
is li.~ble to frequent e:'rthqua~es, as well as to 
eruptions from a neighbouring volcano, which 
burns moH fiercely during the rainy feafon, and 
throws out huge fiones and rieces. of rocks. 
This rnounfain is feen a great \\ay off at fea, it 
being, according to Gage, 9 miles high. Th 
cathedral and pari.fh churches here are extremely 
rich; and here are alfo 2 fine rnonafieries, be­
fides a good hofpitaf. The valley in which the city 
fl:ands is about 2 miles and -f broad, opening a 
little beyond the old town into a wide champaign 
towards the fea. Though it be furrounded with 
mountains, yet there are good roads o er them. 

The government of the adjac!!nt country, and 
of the provinces of Honduras, Soconufco, V era 
Paz, Nicaragu, Cofia Rica, and Chiapa, is fub­
ordinate to the chancery he~e, whic:h confifrs of 
a prefident, who has as great power as the vice­
roys of Peru and Mexico, alfo of fix judges, the 
king's attorney, and two chief jufiices. They 
have all handfome falaries, which they very much 
increafe by trading and bribes. The univedity 

here. 
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here founded, in I 624, by Phi lip IV. joins to 
the Dominican convent, a fiate1y pile, with a 
yearly revenue computed to be at leaft 30,000 
ducats; and its treafury would make it Ioo,coo. 
'The nunnery of the Conception confiH:s of 1000 
women, including fervants and fcholars; and 
they receive none but fuch as bring with them 
from 500 to 1000 ducats. Here, fays Mr. 
Gage, idolatry, fornication, and uncleannefs, 
are as public as in any part of the lndies. Lat. 
14. 10. S. Long. 92. 18. W. 

]AGo DE NEXAPA, ST. a town of Guaxaca, 
one of the provinces in the audience of Mexico, 
in North America. It has the addition of Nex­
a pa from the valley in which it is fituated, on the 
fide of a river, which falls into the Alvarado, 18 
miles S. of Ildefonfo. It has a convent of Do­
minicans much enriched by prefents of votaries, 
who come far and near to fee an image of the 

' Virgin Mary, and its pretended miracles. 
]AGO DE Los V ALLEs, ST. a town of Pa­

nuco, · a province of New Spain, in North 
America. It is fituated five leagues S. \V, of Pa­
nuco city, on the river of the fame name. Here 
the Spaniards have a garrifor., and in its neigh­
bourhood are falt-works. 

J AGo DE CuBA, ST. the capital, though 
not the moft confiderable toiVn of the ifland of 
Cuba. The addition made to it by the Spa­
niards is in order to difiinguifh it from' many 
other towns in America, as well as Europe. It 
is fituated at the bottom of a fpacious bay, on 
die S. E. fide of the ifland, about two leagues 
from the fea. THe entrance into this bay is nar­
row for feveral miles ; but within it are little 
illands forming a a_ioft commodious harbour, and 

thelter 
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fl1elter from fl:or:ns. It was built by Velafquez, 
the firfi conqueror, who made it the feat of his 
bloody government. The city is fiill the fee of 
a i wp, with a cathedral, where the canons 
are refidentiary btlt the rni:red head re!ides only at 
the Havannah. It had once a good trade: but 
this is alfo removed to that city; fo that St. ]ago 
has dwindled a1mofi to nothing; though it has 
jurifdiction over one half of the ifiand. After 

, the Englifh had left the ifiand, about 400 men 
were continually employed for fome time in re­
pairing its fortifications. \Vithin three leagues of 
it, at Covery, is a rich copper mine. Lat. 20. 

15. N. Long. 76. 40. W. 
]AGO DE LA VEGA, ST. commonly called 

Spani!h town, the capital of the ifiand of J a­
maica, in America. It is fituated feven miles 
N. of Port Paffage, and the bay of Port Royal. 
Formerly it was the re!idence of the governor, 
and when the general affembly and courts of 
jufiice were holJen. But thefe have been lately 
removed to Kingfion, which is now reckoned 
the capital. Lat. 18. 26. N. Long. 76. 32. W. 

JAMAICA, one of the principal towns on 
Long ifiand, or N affau ifland, belonging to 
~1een's county, in New York, in North Ame­
rica. It is !ituated on the \V. f1de, and has a 
church in it. 

JAM AI< ... \' one of the great~r Antilles, in the 
\V eH lndies, and fttuated in the Atlantic ocean. 
'I'his i!Lmd being difcovered by Columbus in the 
year 14-94, in his fecond voyage from Spain to 
this part of the world, he chan:red the name of 
Jamaica to that of St. J ago, which it retained 
while it was m the hands of the Sp;wiards, and 
this was 150 years: but after they were difpof-

fdled 
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feffed of it, in 1656, by the Englilh, during 
Cromwell's ufurpation, and with a fleet primarily 
defiined for the reduBion of Hifpaniola, under 
the command of Pcnn and V enables, it yielded 
without much oppofition, and recovered its old 
appellation : afterwards the Spaniards ceded the 
ifiand to the Britifh court. 

This is the largefi: of all the EngliCh illand­
colonies, and even of any of the greater Antilles, 
except Cuba and Hifpaniola. It extends itfe1f 
between lat. 17 and 18. 27 N. and between 
long. 76 and 79 W. fo that it is about q.o 
miles in length from Point Negri! on theW. to 
Point Morant on the E. and 6o in breadth 
where broadefi:; namely, from Gallina Point on 
theN. to Portland Pitch on the S. but it beino­
of an oval form, it grows narrower towards each 
end. The acres it conta!ns are computed by 
fome at 4, by others at s,ooo,ooo; of which, 
fome fay, one halr is planted, and others not 
200,000 acre~. 

It is divided by a ridge of mountains which 
runs through the whole iiland from E. to W. 
containing the fprings of innumerable fine rivers, 
fiored with fifu of va-rious kinds ; and many of 
them navigable by canoes, in which fugars are 
carried from the plantations to the (ea-fide, and 
fhipped in fcooners and Iloops for Port Royal and 
Kingfi:on, there to be loaded for England. In 
feveral di£lricts they go by feveral names, being 
crowned with trees of almofi 1 oo various kinds; 
particularly cedars, lignum vitre, mahogany, 
&c. ever verdant, forming groves, and cool re­
treats. The tops of fome of the mountains are 
higher than others; on each fide of the ridge are 
others much 1ower, which, with the woods on 

thei.r 
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'their brows, and the little plantations on their 
files, form at fea a very agreeable profpeB:. 
T 1.efe mountains confifi either of rock, or fiifF 
day. The valleys too are e1lways verdant, being 
embellifl1ed with plantations curiou!ly laid out~ 
and producing the richeft plants in the univerfe. 
Several of its rivers difappear, or alter their courfe, 
after a fiorm, and lofe their names; and fome of 
them run for many miles under ground; and 
then emerge again. In fome parts of the i!land 
indeed, where it feldom rains, the water is 
brackifh and unwholefome. The number of ri­
\'crs in this i!land, Sir Hans Sloane reckons to 
be near 100. Thefe may more properly be cal­
led torrents; for they come precipitately down 
the mountains, running but a few miles before 
they fall into the fea, and carrying with them in 
their courfe large !tones, pieces of rotk, ana 
timber, generally much clay, or earth, which 
fouls the water; but this, after fettling fome days 
in jars, proves good. Though the Spaniards 
called one of thefe rivers Rio de Cobre, yet upon 
trial of the fand, and other fediments, no me­
tal was found in them. One frequently fees ca­
taraCts in the riven among the mountains, 50 or 
6o feet high. Spring water remote from the fea, 
is preferred to that of rivers or ponds. Frelh 
water is very fcarce in dry years in the favannas 
diftant from rivers, fo that many of their cattlet 
die by being driven a great way for water. The 
well-water near the fea, as particularly a 
Port Royal is brackith, and occaGons fluxes 
and other difeafes to fuch as drink it. Some 
fprings in this illand, as well as rivers, petrify 
their channels, and ftop their own courfe by a 

-.cement uniting the fand aml grav~l at the bottom. 
- The 
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The moft remarkable river of this kind is c.t 
Abraham·s plantation on the N. fide of the 

.ifland. Near Port Morant, in the E. part of the 
ifiand, is a hot bath in a wood, the water of 
which has been ufed with great fuccefs, by drink­
ing as well as bathing in it for 'lhe cure of the 
gripes, the common difeafe of the country. 
In a level ground, under the hills in Cabbage­
tree bottom, about two miles from the fea, rife a 
great many fait fprings, which uniting, form 
what is called the Salt river. Here fait is made 
in the ponds, into which the fea-water comes, 
where the moifiure being exhaled by the heat of 
the fun, leaves the fait in great plenty, particu­
larly at the ponds about Old Harbour, &c. It is 
not perfeetly white, nor granulated; but is in 
large lumps, with a caft of red i-n it. Here alfo 
are many lakes, one of which, called Rio Hoa, 
receives a great deal of water by a river with no 
vifible out-let to it. 

The climate of Jamaica is more temperate, 
and the weather more various than in the Ca­
ribbee ifiands : and there is no country between 
the tropics where the heat is lefs troublefome, 
the air being continually cooled by breezes from 
the E. frequent rains, and noCturnal clews. 
1~he E. and W. parts of the i!land are not fo 
agreeable, on account of the thick forefis there, 
as the S. and N. parts, which are not only more 
open, but much lets fubjctl: to fiorms of win? 

'"'.and rain. The air in the mountainous parti IS 

aoler, though it rains frequently in January ; yet 
l\1ay, anJ OClober, or November, are thofe 
diftingudhed by the name of the winter months, 
on account of the rain and thunder, more violent 
at fame times than others: and fometimes the 

rains 
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rains laft ft>r a fortnight together, without any 
intermiffion, laying th.e le\ el grounds (i ver;;.l 
inches under water, and rendering the roads al­
mofl: impaffible. All the year round, the morn­
ings arc e.xceffively hot, till about eight o'clock~ 
when the cafterly breezes begin to blow. The~ 
are called the Dotior, the people, while they 
lafi, being able to fiir about their bufinefs, and 
the negroes to work in the fields. Thefe gales 
gently approach the fhore, the fea before them 
coming on as fmooth as can be imagined. In 
half an hour after the breeze has reached the 
lhore, it fans pretty brifkly, and gradua11y in­
cre::tfes till about I z., when it is generally firongefr, 
and lafts till 2 or 3, when it begins to die m.vay 
till about 5, when it is quite fpent, and returns 
no more t!ll next morning. Ab,out 8 in the 
evening begins a ]and- breeze, which blows 4 
leagues into the {ea, and continues increafing till 
12 at ni~ht; after which it decreafes till 4 in the 
morning-, when no more of it is to be felt till 
next night. The fea- breeze is more violent at 
fome time than others ; and particularly at the 
change, or full moon, when it gains very much 

· on the land-winds. And in December, Ja-
nuary, and February, 'when the N. winds reign, 
they blow over the ridge of mountains with 
violence, and hinder the fea-breeze, which blows 
firon~er and longer near the fea, as at Port 
Royal, or Raffage Fort, than within land, as at 

panifh town : as on the contrary, the land 
"' ind blows harder at the town, than it does at 
Paffage Fort, or Port Royal. As the trade­
·wind between the tropics comes not directly 
from the E. but varies fi-om N. E. to S. E~ ac­
cording to the place and pofition of the fun; fo 

VoL. Il. H th ~ 
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t~e fea-breeze here has the like variation, not 
coming always from the fame point. On the 
contrary, the land-breezes come always from 
the ridge of mountains, and from the fame 
point of them, on the N. a:1d S. fides. Some. 
times the fea- breeze blows in the winter-months 
14 days and nights together ; and then no douds 
r;ather, but clews fall. But if a N. wind blow~ 
which it fometimes does full as long in the win .. 
ter-months, then no clews fall, no clouds ga• 
ther. In the valleys among the mountains nei­
ther of thefe breezes have any great influence; 
but the N. winds often blow down trees. The 
land-wind blowing at night every vvay at once, 
and the (ea-breeze in the day time, no ihip can 
come in~o port, except in the day; nor none go 
'Out, but foon after day- break. The N. winds 
come in, when the fun is ncarcll: the tropic of Ca· 
pricom ; and confequently mofi: to the S. This 
is a very cold unhealthy wind, and is mofi violent 
in the night, when it has the additional force of 
the land-wind. It checks the growth of the fu­
gar-canes, and all vegetables on the N. f!de ; but 
it is hindered by the ridge of mountains from 
venting much of its fury on the S. where it is 
feldom accompanied with rain. The S. winds 
bring the m?ft lafiing rains; but none from the 
]and are lafhng on the S. fide. Storms ufed to 
be very rare here, till within thefe 70 or 8o years, 
that terrible hurricanes and earthquakes have ex­
tremely incommoded veffcls on the coaft. The 
nights here are fometimes pretty cool, the fun 
being fo far und€r the horizon, that fcarce any 
reficded rays enlighten the atmofphere, which 
caufes an. in~reafe of the cold. Every night 
here are p1ercmg dews, whith are reckoned very 
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unwholefome, cfpcdally to new~comcrs, who 
are too apt to expofe t~1emfelve : but in the 
plains, or fandy places near the fea, there are 
few, if any, fogs. The rains are violent, and 
the drops very large. The tic.les are fcarce dif­
cernible, their increafe or decreafe depending 
mofily on the winds, a:1d not according to the 
age of the moon. The days and nights here 
are almofr of an equal length all the year round ; 
"the longefi: day of all being a little above I 3 
hours, and the night proportionably. The twi-
light is not above ~ of an houl·. 

In Jamaica are two feafons for planting grain, 
and thefe arc the wet feafons, there being no 
·other difiinetion of thefe, except the wet and 
·dry: nor are they regular, but vary in many 
parts of the ifland. In the N. fide the feafons 
are pretty regular; but they have lately failed 
very much in the plantations on the S. fide. 

'T'he months of July, Augufi, and Septem­
ber, arc called hurricane months, in which 
fcarcely a year but fome fuch fiorm happens in a 
greater or lefs degree. The firong winds from 
the~. bring fiorms of very large hail-floncs. It 
lightens almofi every night, but without muc 1 

thunder; which, when it does happen, it roars 
nry terribly, and often does a deal of damag . 
J:arthquakcs here are but too common, as well as 
in Hifpaniola, and commit dreadful devafiations in 

· this ifland; particularly thofe of I 688 and 1692 ; 
as did a fire not l'Ong after, that burnt down almott 
the whole remaining town at the point, cal1ed Port 
Royal; which has never fince been rebuilt: and 
moH: defiruetive hurricanes, one in 1712, and 
another, accompar.ied with an earthquake in 
I 722. The 'alleys in Jamaica are very level 

H 2 ~d 



"'J A rv1 
r1d fmcoth, without rocks or fiones, or fcarceiy 

any rifing ; and the mountains very fieep, and 
fome of them impa!fable, being furrounded on 
·both fides by deep channels cauled by the violent 
rains. 

l:,his i11and is fo far from being all over culti~ 
vated, that it has as much lying wafte as would 
produce about three times what it does at pre­
fent. One third of the ifland is uninhabited. 
There are plantations round the ifland; but none 
3t any great difiance from the fea, and even 
one half of the ground in thefe is over-run with 
wood. The foil in fome places is fo fertile, that 
one acre has been known to yield feveral hogf­
heads of fugar: yet here and there are favan­
nahs, or large plains, where the Indians ufed to 
plant their maize, and where the Spaniards after­
wards bred their cattle; grafs growing there in 
fuch plenty, that the inhabitants have been 
forced to burn it: fo that now they are quite bare 
and barren. In all other parts, however, the foil 
is good and fruitful, efpecially in the northern 
par"cs, where the mould is blackilh, and in many 
places mixed with potters-earth: but in others, ef­
vecially toward'.i the S. E. the foil is reddifh and 
fandy. Jamaica, as well as mofi of the fugar­
iilands, has a kind of white chalky foil, called 
marle, lying two or three feet deep, which is of fo 
hot a quality, and that fo increafed by manure, 
that their crops in all dry feafons are furc to fail. 
In a wet year the leaves grow rank, and never 
come to maturity. 

The natural produClions of Jamaica are fugar, 
rum, ginger, cotton, coffee, indi.?;o, pimento, 
called allfpice, or Jamaica pepper, cocoa, feveral 
.kinds of woods, tome medicinal drugs, and to-
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nacco; but this lafi of fo ordinary a fort, that it 
is only cultivated to ferve tl~e negroes, who ar-· 
paffionately fond of it. J 1maica bears no fort 
of European grain : yet it produces maize, or 
Indian corn, Guinea corn, peafe of variou • 
kind~, but none like ours, except fome Englil11 
reafe in ;rardens , wich cabbages, and a variety of 
roots. fruits grow here in great abundance, as 
the Seville and China orange, th~ common and 
fweet lemon, {haddocks, crtrons, pomegranates, 
mamies, fouriop~, papa~, pine-apples, cufl:ard-ap­
ples, fiar-apples, prickly-pears, Alicada-pears, 
pompions, melons, guavas, and fcveral forts of 
berries to be found every where in the woods. 
But our common apple-trees, it is obfervecl, will 
not grow here, or at leafi only in very few places, 
as may be faid of other fruits which profper 
more in colder climates. 

Some of its production deferve a more parti­
cular defcription, among thde pimento and fu­
gar, with fome others as follows, claim the 
p1 incipal regard. 

rfhe tree which bears pimento rifes to the . 
height of above 30 feet. It is firaight, of a mo­
derate thicknc(s, and covered with a e:rav bark, 
<:':Xtremely fmooth and D1iPing. It lh-oots ou · 
vafi many branche~ on all ficles, that bear a plen­
tiful foli...tge very large and beautiful, of a !hin~ 
in rr green, in all re·{)ects rerembling the leaf of 
\h~ bay tree. At the very extreri;ity of the 
twig~ arc formed bt: 1ches of flowers; each fialk 
l car·ng a flower \vh!ch bends back; and within 
which c rvaturc may be ditccrned f.':>rne ftamin:1 
of a pale green colour. To theft.! fLccceJ · :l 

bur eh of fmail crowned berries, larger, whea 
ripe, than thofe of the juniper: at tl..at feafon 
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they change from their former green, and be-· 
come b1ack., fmooth, and fhining. They are 
taken unripe from the tree, and dried in the fun: 
in this cafe, they affume a brown colour, and 
have a. mixed flavour of many forts of fpice, 
whence it is called allfpice: but it is milder than 
the other fpic:es, and is reckoned inferior to none 
of them for :he fervice it does to cold, watery, 
:md languid fiomach~. rrhe tree grows mof1:1y 
upon the mountains. 

Bcficles this, they have here the wild cinamon­
tree, the uad:.: of which is fo fcrviceable in me­
dicine; the manchenille, a mofi beautiful tree to 
the eye, v;ith the fairefi apple in the world; and 
when cut down, a very fine ornamental wood 
for the joiners and cabinet-makers; but the ap­
P.le and ju;cc, in every part of the tree, contain 
one of the ranke£t poifons. Here is the maho­
gany, which is in fuch general ufe with liS;. 

the cabbage-tree, a tall plant famous for a fub­
france looking and tailing like cabbage, which 
grows on the very top, and produces but one in 
a vear; for the extreme hardnefs of its wood, 
which, when dry, is incorruptible, and hardly 
yields to any tool. The palma, from which is 
drawn a great deal of oil, much efiecmcd by the 
n:;grocs both in food and medicine: the white 
wood, which never breed3 the worm in fhips; 
the foap trc:e, whofe berries anfwer all the pur. 
pofes of wafhing; the mangrove and. olive-bark, 
ufeful to tanners; the ft~fl:ic and red-wood to the 
dyers, and lately the logwood. Their forelts 
alfo fupply the apothecary with guaicum, falfa­
parilla, hma, caflia, and tamarinds; they have 
;,does too ; and do not want the cochineel piant, 
though t.hey know nothing of th~ art of ma-
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nagir g it ; nor perhaps is the climate fuirabJe to 
it; The i:1digo plant (the manufaB:ure of which 

· fee under Ca10lina) was formerly much culti­
vated, t~nd the cotton tree, which is fiill fo; 
and they fend to Great Britain more cf its \ 'OO 
than all the rcfi of our iflands together. 

The grand frap!e commodity of the \Veft 
Indies, and particularly of jJm;~ica, is fug:~r. 
This commoditY w<1s no: ~t ail b.O"v\·n to the 
Greeks an Ro'mans, honey fecming to have 
fer\'ed for mofl of the pUI nofcs for whic 1 fuf!ar 
is now u{, d; tho:;~h it w~ts made in Ch!n:t' ir: 
"~ry eildy times, rom '.rLich countr_Y v~·e h~.d 
t1.e !!rH knov;lt:dge of it. ut the I\)rttJg_ueL 
were the firfl who cultivated it in America, <1nd 
brought it into requeft as one of tl e materials of 
a very univerfalluxury in Europe. It is not cer­
tain w .. ether the cane from wi1ich thi3 fubfiance 
is extraCted be a native of America, or brought 
thither by the Portuguefc from Jnd)a, and the 
coaft of A~'rica. But, however, in the begin­
ning they made the moit, as they flill do, the 
bdt of fugars which come to the market in this 
part of the world. T1 e fugar·cane grows to 

the height of between ilx and eight feet, full of 
joints, about four or five inc es :tiunder : the co­
lour of the body of the cane is yellowifh, and 
the top, where it fhoots into leaves, of a vivid 
green: the coat is pretty hard ; and within it 
contains a fpcrngy fubfianc:c full of a juice, the 
mofr lively, elegant, and leaft cloying fweet of 
e1ny in nature: and which fucked raw has proved 
extremely nut:-itive and wholefor.1e. 

The canes are cultivated thus. In the month· 
of Auguft, that is in the rainy fea(on of the 
yeilr her(', ufter the ground is cleared and well 
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hoed, they Jay a piece of fix or (even joints of 
the cane, flat in- a channel made for it, above 
half a foot deep: this they cover with the earth; 
and fo plant the whole field in lines regularly dif­
pofed, and at proper difl:ances. In a fhort time 
a young cane f'noot.s out from every joint of the 
flock which was interred, and gows in ro or 12 
days to be a pretty tall and vigorous plant: but 
it is not till after r6 months, or thereabouts, tha• 
the canes are fit to anfw_e r the purpofes of the 

' planter, though they may remain a few months 
after vvithout any confidcrable prejudice to him. 
The longer they remain in the ground after they 
h we come to maturity, the lefs juice indeed they 
) ield; but this is fomew::at compenfated by the 
fupcrior richnefs of the juice. In order that no 
time may be lofr, they generally divide their 
cane- grounds into three parts: one is of !land­
ing canes, and to be cut that feafon; the fccond 
is of new planted canes; and the third is fallow, 
ready to receive a frelh fupply. In fome places· 
they make fecond and third cuttings from the 
fame root. The tops of the canes, and the 
leaves which grow upon the joints, make very 
aood provender for their cattle; and the refufe 
~f the cane after grinding, ferves for firing: fo 
that no part of this excellent plant is without 
its ufe. 

'rhe canes are cut with a billet, and carried in 
bundles to the mill, which is now generally a 
wind-mill. It turns three great cylinders, or 
rollers, plated with iron, let perpendicuhrly, 
and coggcd Co as to be all moved by the middle 
roller. .Between thefe Ehe canes are bruifed to 
pieces, and the juice runs through a hole into a 
vat place.J unJer Lhe roll rs L~ 01 Jer to J:eccive it: 
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from thence it is carried thrvugh a pip~ int , a 
~reat refcrvoir, in which, howerer, for fear of 
turning four, it is not fuftered torcH long; but is 
conveyed out of that by other pipes into the 
boiling hou:e, where it is received by a large cal­
dron. Here it remains till the fcum, which con­
Handy rites to the top during the boiling, is all 
taken ofF: from this it is paffed fucceffively intO' 
five or fix more boilers, gradually diminifhing in 
their fi~c, and treated in the fame manner. In 
the la11 of thefc, it becomes of a very thick clammy 
confi{Ccnce ; but mere boiling is incapable of ,car­
rying it further. To advance the operation, 
they pour in a fmall quantity of lime-water: the 
immediate effect of th:s alien mixture is to rai(e 
up the liquor into a vuy vch mcnt fermentation; 
but to prevent it from running over, a bit of 
hntter no larger than a nut is throvm in, upon 
which the fury of the fermentation immediately 
fubiides: a veHtl of 2 or 300 gallons rrq·1ires no 
greater force to quiet it. N,n.., it is taken out 
· nd.placcd in a cooler, v.-h~re it dries, c;ranu­
latcs, and brco•nes lit t•) be put in~o the- p· , ... , 
\-·hicb is th~ lafL p:1rt of tlL...- ept-r~::ic11. 

There pots are of a conical,. or fury;u-!caf, 
form, open at the poi1;t, whic!1 mufl: be confi­
dered 2s their bottom ; and hetc a firainfr i put 
acwis, In thele pots the fugar purges itfelf of 
ail r~ma.inir.g impurity. The molafic~, or treacly 
1 ~rt, di!~nt~llgles itft:lf from the reH, precipitates, 
ci11d tuns out of the apertur(! at the hottom. It 
i·.; now in the conJition of l\1ufca\·ado fugar, a 
.urn b(lt-ruwc 1 frorn the Purtuguefe of B rafit ; 
21 d thi.; is of a yellp·,,·ifn !:ro\Yn colour., "''ith a 
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After the fugar has remained in thefe pots twa· 

clJys and nights, it is removed to the curing­
houfc, and fet upon earthen pans about a foot 
from the ground, called dripes. Into thefe pans 
rur the molafles, which is carried thence to the 
cliflil-houfe, or to a cifiern, where it remains,. 
tiH ifing to a good quantity, it is fometimes 
boiled again ; and a fort of fugar made of it, 
called paneels, worfe than l\1ufcavado, and 
1, ipped.off in cafks for England. The planters 
fi1ppofing the fugar to be perfetlly cured in a 
month's time, the pots are then removed to the 
knocking-room, fo called, bccaufe the pots are 
there tmned upftde down, and the fugar knocked 
out of them, which will then appear of three 
rlifferent colours and qualities, the top brown, 
and of a frothy light fubfi:ance for the depth of 
an inch or two ; the bottom black, heavy, 
Jnoifi, and full of molafles, for about a foot: 
but the middle, which is generally three fourths 

' of the whole, dry, white, and good. The top 
is packed up with the bottom: about half of the 
whol~ is boiled, and further refined with the pa­
n eels, and rh~ riticldlc is carried to the fi:ore­
houfe, as fit for market: yet the finefi of this 
fort will have a fediment at the bottom, after it 
is in the hog{heacl, which will be rnoifier, fouler, 
and blac ·er, than the reft, becaufe of the mo­
lafies remaining in it. This is the fugar which is 
commonly imported into England, and is fit 
both for the grocer aad fugar-baker. A gallon 
of the juice of the canes, if ever fo good, makes 
but one pound of Mufcavado, and one of mo­
laffes; and the rcfi: is fKimmings and dregs. 

But when they have a mind to refine the Muf­
~avado fbll further, and l·~~we no remains at all 

of 
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of the molaffes, they cover the pots above­
mcntioneu with a fort of white clay, like trat 
u(ed for tobacco-pipes, dilated with water: this 
penetrates the fugar, unites with the molaffes, 
and with them runs off, leaving the fugar of a 
whitilh colour, but mo{l fo at top. This is 
called clayed fugar. Sometimes the operation is· 
repeated once or twice more; and the fugar di­
mini01ing every time in quantity gains confider­
ably in value: but fiill it is called clayed fugar. 
Further than this thry do not go in the planta­
tions, becaufe a heavy duty of 16 fhillings per 
hundred is laid upon all fugars refined there. · 

The difference betwixt clayed and refined 
fugars is this: the former has no lime-water put 
into it, neither is boiled again; but only pots of 
l\1ufcavado clayed down; which clay) by its 
coldnefs, condenfes and forces the moifh re. 
do\-vnwards: }et enough is left behind to make 
it fouler and groffer than refined fugar; which is 

' lVkulcavado boiled over again, and clarified with 
lime-water; then potted and firained : and this 
f"t1gar will Le drier, and of a more fparkling, 
white tban the brightdl: of that which has bc{;n 
.la T l. 

The dr~;;s of the jui~e, !kimminc~s of the 
C'l 1 p r, and the drip~)ings from the pot£, being 
&dl Clr ried to cificrns and b:1cb, vvhere they !h­
rn nt, are from thenc·~ conveyed by pipes to t!1e 
di!1illit g-ho11fe, where from the t1~irnrni;ws , t1d 
mnl:tfles of the fugar, rum is diftilkd i~~ this 
m:wner. They mi.· four parts wat r, and one 
molaHcs in the ciftern , '¥V here they woJ k it up 
with J.,d 1

PS tv.·ice every 24. hours ; and in < bvut 
10 clap it is fiale and rip"'. Then·they put it 
into the !H!:s, 11nJ retlif · it as the come;on fpi-
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rits are with us. Alfo from the fcummings of 
the fugar a meaner fpirit is produced. It i5 c.om­
mon1y allowed 1 oo weight of mola11es will yield 
10 gallons of fpirits for ufe. Rum finds its mar­
ket in North America, where it is con(umed by 
t'1e Briti!h i:1habitants, or employed in the In­
dian nade ; or diftributed from thence to the 
filliery of N cwfoundland, and the African com­
merce;· befides what comes to Great Britain and 
Ireland. However, a gre2t quantity of molaffes 
is taken off raw, and carried to New England 
to be difiillcd there. • 

It is computed that, when things are well ma­
naged, the rum and molaifes pay the charges of 
the plant<!tion ; and that the fugars are clear 
gain. In {hort, Jamaica fugars arc fa id to be the 
beft in .all our plantations, and made with the 
greatcft eafe. 

The whole produce of the ifland may be re­
duced to thefe general heads. I. Sugars, • f 
which they exported, in r 7 53, 20,315 hog­
f.'lead':i: fame vafily large, even to a ton weight; 
wh[ch c:1nnot -be worth lcfs in England than 
427,725 pounrl<>fierling. r.1ofi: of this gnes to 
London and briftol; and fome part of it to 
North America, in return for the beef, pork, 
cheefe, corn, r~afe, fiaves, plank, pitch, and 
tar, which they have from thence. 2. Rum, of 
whi_h they export about 4000 puPcheons. • The 
rum of this ifland is ef{eemu..l the 1:-cfl, and the 
mofi: generally ufed in England. 3· rviolaJTes, 
in v;•hich they rnake a gre:1t part of their returns 
for 1

1 ew England, vvhere are vafi difiilleries. All 
theE~ are the produlSlions of their grand fiaple, 
the fugar-canc. 4- Cott0n, of which they fend 
•ut 2coo bags. The indif;o, formerly much 

cul-
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tivated, is now inconf:derable : but feme er ffect 
and cocoa are exported, the former of wLich is 
in no great dlecm; though it is faid to be littl~ 
inferior to tlnt of Mocha, provioed it be kept 
for two or three years. \Vith tLefc they fenJ 
home a confidcrable quantity of pimento, gin­
ger, drugs for dyers and apothecaries, fweet­
rneats, mahogany, and manchenille plank. But 
fome of the rnoft conliderable articles of their 
trace are with the Spanifh continent of New 
Spain, and Terra Firm a; for in tre former they cut 
l<~rge qu ntities of logwoocl; and both in the for­
Jlit'f and la ter they drive a vafl: and profitable 
trade in ncgroes, and ali kinds of the fame Eu­
ropean goods, which are carried thither from Old 
Spain by the Flcta. 

Both the lot,wood, and this contr~b2nd trade 
have been the (uljeCts of n uch contention, ana · 
the caufe of a war between us and the Spaniards. 
The former article we avow, and we claim it as­
our right: thou5h in the laft treaty ot peace, 
that point was far from being well fettled. The 
latter we permit; becaufe we think, and that 
' 1ery jdtly, that if the Spaniard find themfe)vcs. 
a!!gtlcved by any contraband trade, it lies upon 
them, and net upon us, to put a Hop to it. 

Formerly we cut logwood in the bay of Cam­
peachy, on the northern fide of the peninfula of 
J ucatan. But the upaniards have driven our 
1 .eople entirely from thence, having built forts, 
and ~ade fett!ements, in ord"'r to prevent them 
from rdurning. Exl,clied from J ucatan, he 
logwood-cuttei"s fctded upon the ~ulph of Hon­
d r:l!, and fouthern fide of the fa111e peninfula, 
wh~rc they are in fo~t cl1abliGted, and have a 
fort to protect them. They are an odd kind of 

people, 



pcop'e, compofed moftly of vJgabonds and fu· 
gitives from all parts of North Am:!rica, and 
their manner of life is fuitable, pretty much in · 
a lawlefs manner, though they elect one amongH: 
tbem whom they cail their king; and to him 
they pay as much obcrlience as they think fit. 
The country they are iq is lovv, and extremely 
rnarlhy; the air much infcP,ed with mufkitos, 
and the water very dangerous by reafon of alliaa~ 
tors. Yet a life of licentioufnefs, plenty t:> of 
brandy, large gains, and a \\ant of thought, 
have perfectly reconciled them to the hardlhips of 
their employment, and the unwholefomenefs of 
the climate. They go always well armed, and 
are about J 500 men. 

In the dry feafon, when they cut the logwood,. 
they advance a \:onfiderable way into the coun. 
try, following it as it runs amongfi the other 
trees of the foreit, like the \'ein of a mine in the 
earth. "\Vhen the rains have overflowed the 
whole coumry, they have marks by which they 
know where the logwood is depofited. It is a 
heavy wood, ar.d .finks in the vvater. lt is, 
however, eafily buoyed up, and one diver can 
l.ift very large beams. Thefe they convey, by 
means of the land-Hoods, into the river, to a 
p)ace called the Barcaderas, or Port, where thry 
m~et the {hip) that come upon this trade. 

In the year 17 I 6, when the debate concern. 
ing this matter was revived, the lords of _trade 
reported, that before the year r676, we

5 
had a 

number of people fettled, and carrying on thi;) 
trade to the peninfu1a of Jucat<;n; that we always 
confidcred this as our right, and were fupported· 
in it by our kings : az~d th;:.t this right was con­
firmed, if it had want€d any confirm;.tion, by a 
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claufe of uti poffiJetis, in the treaty of' peace con­
cluded wich Spain and the court of London in I 676. 
And further, that the Sp3niards themfelves have 
incidentally drawn a great~dvanta3efrom it; fincc 
the pirates, who were formerly the moll refo!ved 
an l efFeCluai enemies they ever had, were the 
more eafily rcfhained from their enterprifes, by 
}la\'ing their minds diverted to this employment. 
Upon the whole it appeared, that this trade em­
lloyed near 6coo tons of fhipping, found em­
ployment for a number of feamc.i proportionable; 
confumed a good deal of our manufaCtures, and 
was of confiderable ufe in fabricating many 
others; and that the whole value of the returns 
were net lefs than 6o,ooo pounds fierling a 
year. · 

This trade of logwood, though under many 
diHiculties and di!couragements, fiill continues, 
and is generally curicd on by New England vef­
fets, who take what goods they want in Ja­
m<lica. 

But there is frill a more profitable trade car-
ried on between this i.Oand and the Soaniih conti­
nent, efp~cially in war-time. This 'too has been 
the occafion of much bickering between us and 
the court of cpain: and it will yet be more dif t­

cult for them to put a fi:op to thi~ trade t!1an to t:1c 
former, whilll the Span!ards themfelves arc fo 
eager for it, whilll it is fo profitable to the B~i­
tiOl merchant, and whilfl: the Spanifh officers, 
from the highefl: to the lowefr, f11ew fo great a 
refpeCt to prefcnts, properly m, de them. The 
trade is thus carried on. The !hip from Jamaica 
having taken in negroes, and a proper af:ort cht 
of goods there, proceeds in tin e of perr to a 
harbour, called the Grout, w"thin !\1ot .. y·key, 

about 



about four miles from Porto Bello. A per(on 
who undedl:ands Spanifh is directly fent a-fhore 
to o-ive the merchants of the town notice of the 
arrfv ,d of the veffd. The fame news is carried 
likewife with great fpeed to Panama; from 
whence the merchants fet out difgu!fed like pea­
fants, carrying their filver in jars covered with 
meal, in order to deceive the officers of the re­
venue. Here the ihip remains, trading frequently 
for five or f1x weeks together. The Spaniard! 
ufually come on board, leave their money, and 
take their negroes, and their goods packed up in 
parc~ls fit for one man to carry, after having been 
handfomely entertained on board, and receiving 
provifions fufficient for their journey homeward. 
If the whole cargo of the veffel is not difpofed of 
here, they bear off eaflward to the Brew, a har­
bour about five miles diftant from Carthagena, 
where they {oon find a vent for the reft. No 
trade is more profitabJe than this, the payments 
being made in ready money, and the goods felling 
higher th~n they would at any other markc , 
Not on th1s coafi: only, but every where upon the 
Spanifh main this trade is c trri~d on; nor is it 
by the Englifh only, but by the French fro•n 
Hifr)aniola, the Dutch from Curalloa, and even· 
the Danes have fome fhare in it. vVhen the 
SpJnifh guarda.cofias feize upon one of thele 
veffels, they make no fcruple of confikating the 
cargo, and of treating the crew in a manner 
little better than pirates. 

This commerce in time of peace, and thi~, 
with the prizes which are made in t1me of w;,r, 
pour into Jamaica an aflonifning quantity of 
treafure. Great fortunes are in a manr:er maJe 
in11antiy; the peop:e of the Wand nppearing to 
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live in fuch a fiate of luxury, as in all oth-er 
places leads to beggary. Their equipages, 
cloaths, furniture, and tables, all bear the to­
kens uf the greatefi. wealth and profulion ima­
einable: fo that all the treafure they thus re­
c ive, makes but a fhort fiav, as addfd to all 
the productions of the ifland; it is hardly more 
than fufficicnt to anfwer the c<tlls of their necef­
fity and luxury upon Eutope and North Ame­
rtca, and their demand for ilaves, of which this 
iiland is obli g,ed to have an annual recruit for its 
own ufc, and that of the Spani!h trade, of up­
wards·of 6ooo head, and which, one with ano­
ther, fiand them in 30 I. a piece, and often 
more. 

Few colonies in America are fo well fiored 
with cattle as Jamaica. Their horfcs, afres, 
and mules, are very cheap ; the oxen and cows 
are large; and there would be much greater 
quantities of thefe, only that the Engliili mind 
planting more than grafing; fo that they are 
fupplied v.rith flelh from the northern colonies, 
as wdl as the Leeward iflands. Their {heep are 
generally large and fat, and the flc1l1 good, but 
the wool is worth nothing. Here is abundance 
of goat~, or cabrett s, n.bbits, and hog~ · and 
their pork is as good ;!s that of Barbadoes : but 
here are no deer nor hares. 

'Th~ir b;; vs, roads, and rivers, a bom1d with 
cxceller.t G{h of all kinds; but the tortoife is 
by much the m fi valuable, buth fN its !hell and 
fi01, the latter being accounted the mofl: deli­
cious, .:.nd w;th~ll tl7e wholefon:cH in the Indies, 
and cl1ecmcd as one o the niceft: dainties at the 
tables of our nobility a thi merchants, to whom 
th"y arc olten fent ·lo Eug!aml as prefents from. 

this 
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this and the neighbouring iflands. Several vef~ 
kls come in a vear from the Caribbee iflands tO' 
t::~ke them. They principally frequent the coafis 
about 20 or 30 leagues to the left of Point Ne­
gri], near the Cayman ifland~, to which all the 
tortoifes from the Caribbees to the bay of IVlexi­
co, repair every fummcr to lay and hatch their 
eggs. They float aflecp, in a calm day for a 
good wbi!'e, on the fur face of the \Vater; the 
feamen row to them very gendh and take them 
either by {hiking them \vr,h 1rorrs , or entangling 
their legs with a rope and running-net. When 
the tortoiks come upon the coaH :1bove- men­
tioned to lay th ir eggs, th7 crut ft~r 14 drtys 
together, and then lay in one night about 300 
eggs, which have white and yolk, but no fhells. 
Then they coot again, and lay in the fand : and 
fo thrice, till the male is reduced to a kind of 
je11y within, and is blind; and fo carried home 
by the femaJe. 

The rivers and ponds here ar~ infefted withal-
1igators. They lire upon animal flefh, which 
they hunt for greedily. They are from 10 to 20 
feet long, their b2cks fcaly and imp-enetrable,. 
and it is hard to \\'ound them any\ •here, except 
in the belly, or eye. Though they l:a\'e a fwift 
and thong motion in a firaight line; yet it is 
eafy for men to avoid them, becaufc they turn with 
difficuity, and flowl/. They lie on the banks of 
rivers, and wait fer heafls that come to drink there. 
v. hich they feize and devour. TLcy are lhap..:d 
like a lizard, and have four feet, or fins, ''ith 
which thev fwim or walk. Of the fat of there 
mifchicvo~s animals, an excellent ointment is 
made for aches or paim. They have bags of 
mufk, fironger and more fragrant than that of 
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the aft Indies, by the fcent of which a man· 
may avoid them before he fees them, and even 
cattle fmell them, and run away. They breed 
like toad~, laying their eggs in the fand, whe~e 
the fun-beams hatch them. As foon as tl~e1r 
young come out of the egg, which is of the fize 
and magnitude of a turkey, they immediately 
take to the v.1ater. Thofe at full growth have 
teeth like a mafiif[ This creature mofi writers 
confound with the crocodile, and indeed the Spa­
niards c:1ll them both by the term Cayman ; 
yet the latter animal has longer legs, the knots 

n his b, ck are thicker, higher, and firmer, and 
its fle{h has not that mulky fccnt which the alli­
gator has; beftdes, the crocodile carries his tail 
with the tip turning back like a bow, whereas 
the alligator drags his on the ground. 

The mountains of t 1i iiland breed numberlef5 
adders, and other noxious animals, as the fens 
and madhes do the guana and galliwafp, but 
they are not v ·nemous. And of all the infeCts 
here, none is fo mifcbievous as the ciron, or 
chegoe, which eats into the nervous and mufcu­
lar parts of the flefh of the negroes. Thefe 
infeCts, when got into any part of the body, 
breed in vaft: numbers, and £hut themfelves up m 
a b:1g, which the negroes pick out with a pin, 
or point of a penknife, and deflroy the bag en­
tirely, that none of the breed, which are like 
nits, mav remain. Here is alfo the manchinella, 
which refembles a craw-fifh, and is fo common 
in the Caribbee iilands. 

Here are all forts of fowl, wild and tame; and 
more parrots than in anr of the other iilands ; 
befides paroc'ets, fnipes, Guinea-hens, pigeons, 

urkcys, gedc> ducks, and poultry. The per-. 
can, 
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cnn, is about the fize of a gcor~, and Jives 
on the (mall fifh it picks out of the fea; its wings 
will extend feven or eight feet. It has a fhort 
tail, a very hard bilJ, 14 inches long, and in. 
c::reafing in breadth towards the end, where it 
bends like that of a parrot. Its neck i~ a fo0t 
and a half, \\ ith l:iay c~>!o ureu hair, inftead of 
feathers on the back of it; ar:d from about half 
way it has two membranous vc:ntricles, in which 
it pouches it·:; prey. The birds by fome called· 
frigates, are here terrr:ed men of war, whofe fat 
is gcod for aches. The fvva!lows depart in the 
winter months, and are fucceeded by wild ducks 
:and teal. 

The fire- flies, a fpec=es of cantharides, fo 
called, as contraCl:ing and expanding their light 
as they fiy. They look green in the day time, 
but glow in the night, even fame days after they 
are dead. By help of a few of them the fmalleft 
print may be read. 

Here is a great variety of birds; but the mofr 
remarkable is the colibry, or humrning-birJ: 
is much fmc.Jler than a wren, and fome no big­
ger than the br;e fort of flies, the colours of the 
f~athers in its neck and \<vings repr efenting tho:e 

.of the r:1inbow; fome have a bright red under 
their ncc!cs; the belly and und('r the wings a fine 
yellow, the thighs green, the feet and beak 
bla,:k llke ebony, its eyes cafl: a furpriGng Juftre, 
an~ the head is green: the plumage of the male 
is finer than th::n of the female, and on his head 
he has a crown of feathers. It make a louder· 
nail~, by the agitation of its \Vings, tha~ .fom.e 
of the Iargefl: birds, and lives on Jew, wmch tt 
fucks from the bloffi;ms. Thefe creatures are 
feidom feen on the grounJ, but arc moilly about 
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t~e cotton and orange trees, in \Vhich t11ey build 
their curious little ncfis. The only way of tak .. 
ing them is by {hooting with fand, which fiuns 
them. 

On the 7th of June 1692, one of the mofi 
''iolcnt earthquake<> happened at Jamaica that 
perhaps was ever felt, by which Port Royal was 
almo:fl: entirely deilroyed. The number of peo· 
ple who perifhcd on this dreadful d:1y was up· 
\V;!rds of 30,000 ; and a general ficknefs hap­
pened after it, which cut ofF a great many more. 
T'hough Jamaica fuffered moit by this earth· 
qua!'e ; yet it was felt much about the fame 
time in mofi parts of the world. The French, 
thinking to make an eafy conqueil: of Jamaica at 
this time, invaded it with 300 men; but were "" 
repulfed, and only I 8 left to carry the news of 
their defeat. In June I 694, this ifhnd was 
a!?;ain invaded by three French men of war., be­
hdes privateers, &c. in all 20 fail, and about 
1500 foldiers, under monf. clu C1ffe, the Fren h 
governor of Hifpaniola. But after committing 
the moll: inhuman barbarities, and doing a deal 
of mifchief, they were driven off the ifl.;~nJ, with 
the lofs of 700 of their mc;n. And foon after, 
the Jamaicans, in conjunCtion with the Spaniards 
of St. Domingo, in an expedition againfl: the 
French, ruined their fort and two of their fettie­
ments in that ifland, killed 350 of their men, 
and brought away 150 prifoners; be fides 8o 
pieces of cannon, ancl a great deal of booty ; 
wit~ inconfiderable lofs on their fide. vVi1mot, 
the Engli(h commodore in this expedition, was 
charged with avarice and treachery in ll:arving 
the foldiers : fo that had it not been for the bra­
-very of the officers, the defign would probably 

have 
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'have mifcarried. The remainder of the Eng1ilh 
forces, who were at firll I 200, under colonel 
Livingfl:on, being Carried to Jamaica, moll: of 
them died foon after, as did the commodore in 
his return to England. About this time the af­
fembly of J amaic~a paffed an act for giving their 
freedom to fuch negroe-flaves as could prove they 
had done any remarkable ftrvice ao-ainfi: the 
French. In the year 1703, was an univ~rfal fick­
nefs in Jamaica, which carried off abundance 
of people; and about the beginning of the fol­
lowing year the whole town of Port Royal was 
burnt to the ground in one afternoon. But, by 
the help of the men of war's boats, mofl: of the 
merchants fared their books and money; and 
fame of them conf1derable quantities of mer­
chandize. The ifland now, however, was very 
healthy; and by the great numbers of rich 
F,ench and Spanifh prizes brought into it during 
the war at that time, it grew very rich. 

Augufl: 28, 1712, arofe a hurricane here, 
which lafied from eight at night till two in the 
morning, vvhereby I 4 {hips belonging to the 
ifland were 1oft, together with others from Lon­
don and Brifrol, and 400 of their crews drowned. 

'The men of war, and other veffels, at Port 
Royal and K.ingfron, received much damage, 
many houfes and warehou(es were blo\vn down, 
at1d \'cry few efcaped being £battered in pieces, 
abundance of goods fpoiled by the rain, trees 
blown down, fugar-works defl:royed, or much 
damaged, the fugar-canes generally blown away, 

·and feveral perfons killed by the fall of houfes. 
On the 28th of Augufr, I 722, happened 

~another hurricane in Jamaica, almoft as ruinous 
·as the earth~quake of 1692. The inhabitants 

w~re 
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were put m to a terrible conflernation the day be­
fore, by a prodigious fwe11 of the fea. The 
hurricane began, with a violent re1in, next morn­
ing at 8, and held till I o at night. Near half 
of the houfes at Kingfl:on were thrown down or 
fhattered. The wharf~ at Port Royal were all de ... 
firoyed, and mofi of the fugars, and other com­
modities wa{hcd away. Of 26 top-fail veifels, 
and IO floops in the harbour, only ro were to be 
fecn after the hurricane, and of thefe only 5 or 6 
repairable. Though the town wall of Port 
Royal was 9 feet above the furface of the water, 
and 7 feet thick, the fta broke over it, carrying 
vafi numbers of large fl:ones along with it. In 
fhort above hdf the town of Port Royal was 
ccfiroyed, befides the lofs of near 400 lives. 

About two years before this, the rebellious 
negrocs , who had rcfHcd fo long in the moun­
tai,ls, raifed a fortification in the blue mountains 
of very difficult accefs. From thence they made 
frcq'lent incurfions into the low-countries : and 
fevrral parties having been fent againft them 
without {uccefs, 200 f\1ufquito Indians belonging 
't > the continent betwixt Truxillo and Honduras, 
who had fubmittcd to England, were brought over 
to fupprefs them, in whi(;h they performed very 
good fcrvicc. 

Jamaica had been in arms 9 months in I 735 
and I 7 36, in order to guard againft the rebellious 
negroes; but it availed little towards clearing the 
country: and none would cultivate the lands, or 
fettle 11ear the place where they harboured, and 
fome of the mofi fertile p2rts were deferted. 

Tn 1738, governor 'Prelawny, confidering 
what damage and terror thefe rebels had occa­
fioncd, and the mifiarriage of all pafl: attempts 
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to reduce them by force, had recourfe to more 
gentle methods, and offered them a pardon on 
their complying with certain terms: upon which 
they all laid down their arms, and fubmitted ; 
and their C.lptain obliged himfelf, in care the 
ifland was invaded, to atlifr the governor with all 
his forces. By other articles of their furrender, 
they were allowed a chief to govern them; but 
he was to aCl: nothing without the confent of the 
governor of the ifland: and feveral white men 
now live among them to obferve their;actions. 

It was computed, that in the beginning of thi:1 
century, ] amaica had 6o,ooo whites, and 
12o,ooo negroes, to which flouri{hing fi::tte of 
this i!lanJ the refort thither of thofe pirates, cal­
led the buccaneers, at the firfi: fettlement of the 
Englilh here, did not a little contribute, by the 
vafi fums of money they fquandered away; and 
from this prodigious fortunes were raifed, and 
the returns of lreafure to England were very 
great. The above-mentioned calculation is cer­
tainly too large. The Jamaicans, however, 
were undoubtedly very numerous, until reduced 
by earthquakes, epidemical difeafes, and hurri­
canes, which have been above related : the loffes 
by wRich have not been fince fufficiently repaired. 
Now the white inhabitants fcarcely exceed 
20,000 fouls, and the blacks are about 90,000; 

both much fewer than was formerly computed, 
and with a much greater difproportion on the 
ftde of the whites. It appears at prefent that Ja­
maica is rather upon the decline. A country 
which contains at leafl: 4,ooo,ooo of acres, has 
a fertile foil, extenfive fea-coafi, and many very 
.fine harbours, at a time when the value of all its 
producls at market .is confiderably rifen; for fuch a 
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country to have not above 3 or 40o,cc 
acres properly cultivated : fomething mufi be 
very wrong in the management of its afrairs. 
An~ what renders this frill more evident is, that 
land is fo extravagantly dear in many of the 'V efl: 
India iflands, as to fell for above an 100]. an 
acre: a price which would undoubtedly never 
be paid, if convenient land could be procured,. 
and proper encouragement were given in J a­
maica. 

The whole ifland is divided into rg difiriCts 
or parifh-es, which fend each two members to 
the alfembly, and allow a competent maintain­
ance to a minifler. The parilhcs are, St. Ca ... 
therine's, Port-royal, Kingflon, St. Dorothy's, 
Clarendon, Vere, St. Elizabeth's, \Vefimore­
land, St. Ann's, St. Thomas in the eafi, Sr. 
Andrew's, St. John's, and St. Thomas in the 
Vale; which have each a parochial church : 
St. Catherine's, C1arendon and St. Anne's pa­
rifhes, have alfo each a chapel of eafe. But the 
parifhes of Hanover, St. George, St. J amcs, 
St. l\1ary's, and Portland, have neither church 
nor chapel. 

In the year I 7 36, there were fix forts in J a­
maica; namely, Fort-Charles at Port-royal, the 
Rock-port at the entrance ofKingfion-harbour, 
a fort at Port-Antonia, Fort- Villiam, Fort-
1\1oram, and. the fort m Carlifle-bay. The forces 
of the ifland confifled then of 9 regiments of 
militia, horfe and foot, containing J,Coo men, 
which are under the direclion of officers appoint­
ed by the governor, and 8 independent compa­
nies in his majefiy's pay, amounting to 8co. · 

By the laws of the ifland, every man between 
16 and 6o is obliged to inJifi in their militia. 

VoL. II. I The 



JAM 
The governor and council are appointed by 

tthe king ; and the reprefentatives of the people 
in that called the affembly, are chofcn by the 
freeholders : thefe three bodies form the le­
gifiative power. The governor or commander 
·in chief, is captain-general, admiral, and chan-
cellor of the ifland ; has power of granting com­
·miffions of all kinds, of fummoning and difl'olv-

.. ing affemblies, of making counfellors, of pardon­
ing all crimes except treafon and murder, and 
even of granting a reprieve for thefe; of placing 
.and difplacing alt -officers who are not by patent: 
·in a word, of acting with fovereign authority 
under his majefiy, always taking the advice of 
his counciL He has alfo a negative voice in paf­
fing a1l aCl:s of the affembly. The government of 
this ifiand, next to that of Ireland, is the befi in 
the king's gift. The fianding falary is 2,500 l. 
currency a year ; the affembly vote him as much 
more; \\hich, with a confiderable prefent ge­
nerally inade him on his firfi arrival, a very large 
fum annually contributed by the Jews, and the 
other profits of his office, make the whole nearly 
equal to Io,ooo I. a-year. 

The council confifis of twelve perfons gene­
rally of the befi efi:ates and quality in the ifianci, 
and appointed by letters of mandamus from his 
majefiy : but on the death or difmiffion of any, 
the governor nominates others to fupply their 
places. Their bufinefs is tG advife and affifr the 
governor, and to be a check upon him if he ex· 
ceeds his commiffion. In the affembly, thi~ coun· 
cil forms the upper houfe, and claims a negative 
Yoice like our houre of lords. The members of 
the affembly do bufinefs in the fame manner as 
4JUr houfe of commons. 

The 
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The planters in Jamaica allot their flavcs a 

fmall parcel of ground, and allow them Sundays 
to cultivate it. They generally plant it with 
maize, Guinea-corn, plantains, yams, cocoes, 
potatoes, &c. and by thefe moft of them are 
fupported. But fome who are induftrious among 
them raife a ftock of fowls, which they carry to 
market on Sundays, and purchafe falt- beef, fifh, 
or pork with the money. 

As the blacks are fuperior in number to the 
whites, there is danger from their joining in rebel­
lions, and would be more fo if they were not taken 
from different nations of Africa, and natives of dif­
ferent places in Guinea, by which means their lan­
guages are fo diffimilar, that they cannot converfe 
ffeely : befides, they bear fo mortal a hatred to 
one another, that fome of them would rather die 
by the hands of the Engliih, than join with the 
other Africans in an attempt to regain their li­
berty. None of them are allowed to touch any 
arms, or go out of the bounds of their planta­
tion without a fpecial order: and nothing is fo 
terrible to them as to fee the whites perform their 
exercife. But the Creolian negroes are no 
{hangers to atms. 

The work of the white fervants here is much 
lefs than that of day-labourers inEn.gland.Some of 
thefe fervants who behave well are en<::ouraged; 
but fuch as are lazy and difhonefr, are treated in 
the manner they deferve. 

The merchants and planters, &c. in Jamaica, 
live in as much pomp and pleafure as any gen­
tlemen in the world. They keep their coaches 
and fix, with a large retinue of fervants ; ant! 
have always exceeded other colonies in magnifi­
cence and luxury. 
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The taxes in Jamaica are raifed by way of 
impofr on ftrong liquors, foreign indigo, and 
other commodities, which amount to about 
6,ooo 1. currency ; and about 2,oool. more arifes 
from his majefiy's quit-rents, fines, forfeitures, 
efcheats, wine-licences and gun-powder: all 
which is, by a!l aa of the affembly, granted to the 
crown for the fupport of the government. 

Tl:..: principal trade of Jamaica is with Great 
Eritain, and the Englifh colonies on the conti­
nent of North America; a very advantageous 
commerce is indeed carried on with the Spanilh 
main, but in a fecret manner. The mofi faleable 
goods here are Ofnabrugs, check, and white linen 
both coar[e and fine, laces, cambrics, hats, fhoes, 
il:ockings, broad-cloths, filks, platillos, all forts 
of iron ware, foap, candles, butter, cheefe, fait 
beef, pork, herrings, dry'd cod-fi{h, bifcuit, beer, 
ale; cyder, &c. all .which at leaft bring 50 J, 
per cent. to the importer. The general trade is 
nearly the fame with that of the~fland of Barba­
does ; but that of Jamaica has in general the 
advantage, "particularly in the exportation of bul­
lion: fo that in fome years Jamaica has fent no 
lefs than 3 0 0,000 pieces of eight to Great 
Britain. 

Perhaps few places in the world have a greater 
plenty of filver than Jamaica; but the current 
t·oin here is entirely Spanifh, there being no Eng- · 
lilh pieces but in the clofets of the curious. They ' 
ure no copper, the loweft piece being a bit or 
royal, which paffes here for 7d. }. but a fingle 
l1alfpenny in Britain will go a great deal further. 
'l'he piece of eight of Seville, Mexico, or pil­
lar piece, as 'tis called, was by proclamation in 
(~een Anne's time only 6s. but it is now raifed 
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to 3d. more, in order to prevent its being car­
ried out of the illand : great quantities arc, how­
ever, dailv fent to Englat1'L 

The ifi.and. is greatly pcl1rrcd with rats, to the 
unfpeakable damage of the fug:;r-plantations, 
where they borough among the canes, and feed 
on the juice: fo that feveral times it a year the 
planters are not only obliged to fcatter poifon 
among their canes, but at the fame time al-

. low the negroes a bottle of rum for every 50 
they deffroy. 

This and all the Britifh colonies of America, 
are under the infpection of the bifhop of London; 
but learning is here at a low ebb, there be­
ing no public fchool in the whole if1and. Read­
ing, writing, and cafiing accompts, is all he 
education generally defired here ; the planter~, 
who are able, fending their children for polite 
learning to Great Britain. 

rrhecommon diftempers in_ Jamaica :if(', hi~h 
fevers, bloody fluxcs, and belly-aches, or the dr)·­
gripes: the fevers arc generally very vioicnt, 
carrying off the p tient in a ihort time. Few o · 
the Engli!h mifs it at their firH comin(r, unlefs 
they obfervc a due regimen and live temperateiy. 
The dry-gripes is thockingly fevere, many by it 
Jofin~ the ufe of their limbs for ever after, and 
during the fit crying out like a \Voman in travail. 
The common remedy for it are 'gentle purges 
and clyftcrs; and after the patients are fomethmg 
recovered, the cold .. bath is prefcribed. 

The buildings of the Englifh are generalJy of 
brick, and often. pretty high, which renders 
them more liable to be demolirned bv earth­
quakes and hurricanes ; whereas the si)aniards 
ufed to build their houles of timber, and felJom 
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above one ~ory high ; fixing the main poft deep 
in the ground. ' Their kitchens are always at a 
dtihnce from their dwelling -houfes, there being 
in the latter neither chimneys nor fire-places. 
rn. e houres of confiderable planters are alfo re­
mote from their fugar-works. The negroeslive 
i ·1 long thatched huts, furni{hed with earthen 
pots and fornc calabJfhes, which ferve them for 
pai ls, bowls, and cliChes. 

Jam aica is of the lafi importance to the crown 
of Great Dritain, not only for its trade, but its 
fituation in the very centre of the Spanifh ac­
quifitions in America ; fo that no vetfel can fail 
to or from the continent, without coming in fight 
of Jamaica ; or in cafe of a war, falling into the 
hands of fuch of our cruifers as are fi:ationed there. 
For every fleet from Carthagena puts into Hif­
paniola; from whence it cannot fail for the 
Havannah, the general rendezvous of the Spa­
ni:!i fL;ta, without paffing near Jamaica. Round 
this i!land are many fine bays, very convenient for 
!hipping, and fame of them might be improved 
t o excellent purpofes ; for a large fleet might lie 
j ,1 them with the greatefl: fafety, and watch the 
motions of any fhips from the Havannah. 

}AMES-ISLAND. See NoRTHMAIN. 

J AMES COUNTY, a difiri8 ofVirginia,inNorth 
America. It lies to the eafiward of Charles­
county, and extends on both fides the river of 
the fame name. The number of acres it con­
tains amount to ro8,J62, and is divided into 5 
p:::ri fhes; namelv, \Vallingford, Wilmington, 
James town~ l\Ierchants hundred, on the north 
fide of the river, and Bruton on the fouth-fide. 

}AME S TOWN, formerlythecapital of James 
county, is firuated on a peninfula upon the north 

fide 



JAM 
fide of J ames or Ponhatan river, 42 miles above 
it3 mouth. The buildings in this place are nei­
ther many nor contiguous, their number <1t pre­
fent not exceeding 70, and thofe principally in­
habited by [ea-faring people; the feat of the go_. 
vernment, and the courts of jufiicc, being re­
moved to \Villiamsburg, 8 miles to the north of 
it, which is a dry and healthy fituation; where­
as the water near J ames town being brackifh, 
produced flow and intermitting fevers. It lies in 
lat. 37· 36. N. long. 76. sr. W. 

}AMEs'-BA Y, the eaflern part, and the mofl: 
fouthern divifion of Hudfon's-bay in the northern 
countries of America. The ddhnce from cape 
Henrietta Maria in lat. 55· r 5· where ] ames' 
bay begins, to the bottom of the bay, is about 
100 leagues, and of much the fame breadth all 
the way, being lJetween 50 and 6o leagues over. 
In James'-bay are Bear-illand, Viner's -dLwd, 
Charlton-ifland, Cape-hope-ifland, &c. 

}ANEiso, a province of Brafil in South Ame­
rica, bounded by Spirito SanB:o on the north, 
by the Atlantic on the eaft and fouth, and by 
the mounta~ns dividing it from Guaira in Spanifh 
America on the wefi. This province is fo called 
from a river of the fame name, which rifmg in 
the wefiern mountains, and running eafiward,. 
falls into the Atlantic ocean in !at. 23, S. This 
is the moft valuable province belonging to the 
Portugue[e, who export anntrally from hence in­
to Europe, gold and precious ftones to a very 
confiderable amount. It lies between the tropic 
of Capricorn, and I at. 22. S. and between long. 

44· and +9· W. 
]EKYL-SUND, a fmall bay of St. Simon's 

i.f'land, in the mouth of the river Alatamha in 
I 4 Geor~ia, 
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Geon~ia, one of the Britiih co!onies in J. orth 
~'?erT~a. H~re I? or I 2 lhips of 40 guns may 
1afely nde, ana for 1ts defence a {hong cafile-and 
battery were erected by general Oglethorpe. 

}ERSEY, NEW, one of the provinces of North 
America belonging to Great Britain. It was at 
irs firH: fettlement in 1682, divided into two 
provinceJ, namely, Eafi andWefi:Jerfey: but in 
<~een Ann's reign rhey were united into one, 
her majdly appointing a governor accordin(Jly. 
1 t is bounded on the north by a Jine drawn fr~m 
Delaware river to Hudfon's river, in 1at. 41. 4N. 
by the Atlantic ocean on the E. and S. and by 
Delaware bay and river,which part it from Pen.:. 
fylvania on theW. It lies bet'.Veen lat. 39 and 41 
N. and between long.74· and 76W. being about 
120 miles in length from N.toS.and Iooin breadth 
from E to \V. It now forms, as has been ..hinted 
above, one royal government, the king appoint~ 
ing a governor and council, and the freemen 
c~ufing the members of the aifembly o~ repre ... 
fcnrative body of the commons. Sometimes the 
rnvernor of New York is alfo governor of New 
·Terfey, but bv diflind commifiions. 
"" TiH! clim;/tc of New J erfey in general, .is 
finncwhzt w.1rmer than that ofNew England or 
New Yo.::k, by reafon of its more foutherly fitua­
t!On. The produce of both the Jerfeys is all 
{; ns of grain, with horfes, black cattle, hogs, 
furs, skins, and pipe-fl:aves. They export bread, 
corn flour, beef, pork, and filh, alfo hemp, 
lorne' butter, hams, beer, Rax-feed, bar-iron and 
lumber, ro theW efi Indics; for which they re­
ceJ\'C rum, fuaar, &c. in return. T~1ey alfo ex­
port furs, fkins, tobacco, pitch,. tar~ and other 
producfons to Old England; wh1ch they barter 

for 
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for furniture~ clo::tthing, &c. Tlie New Jerfey 
lhips alfo often take whales, the oyl and bone of 
which are fent to England. As the towns ge­
nerally lie up in the country, the trade is chiefly 
over land to New York. There are from roo 
to I so, or 200 families in one place, great part 
of which are Dutch, who are peaceable fubjeB:~.,. 
and protected by the Englifh government. The 
number of inhabitants is computed at 6o,ooo of 
all ages and fexes, of which about 3,000 are men 
fit to bear arms ; and about 200 Indians. 'I'hey 
have yet no town of any confequence, Perth­
Amboy the capital, having not above zoo houfe! .. 

] ERSEY, Eafi, the Jargeft and moP.: populous 
of the two, extends eafl: and north for I oo miles 
all along thefe coafl:s, and Hudfon's river from 
little Egg-harbour, to that part of Hudfon's ri­
ver vhich is in lat. 41. N. and is divided on the 
S. and W. from vVefl: Jerfey, by a line of par­
tition palling from Egg-harbour to Crefwick ~ 
river, Stony-brook, and the fouth br;1nch of 
Raritan river. Its breadth is very unequal, be:­
ing in fome places much indented by. Weft 
Jerfey. 'Tis, however, the moft valuable part of 
the country, and is fubdivided into l\1onmout} 
county on the fouth of Ruritnn-river, .l\1i dlcfex: 
and Efiex counties on the north of it; and ller­
gen county on Hudfon's~river. 

JERSEY, '\Vefl:, has not fo many towns, and 
is not fo well planted as Eafl: Jerfey: yet by 
reafon of its navigable creeks lying at a c nve­
nient diftance, and fome of them running up 
a good way inland, this province is rendered very 
commodious for trade. Dr. Cox, with proprie­
ty, caufed feven counties to be laid out ; but hi3· 
fucceffors droppetl the proje8, and now no part 
f this province has the name of a county, ex-

1 5 CC1t 
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• .:ept tha~ called Cape-May county, being a traCt 

betwixt Cape-May, its moft eafi:erlyJ point of 
land at the mouth of Delaware-bay and little 
Egg-harbour, dividing the two Jerfeys. On this 
11eck of land are feveral fl:raggling houfes, the 
principal is Cox's-hall. Moft of the inhabitants 
are fifhermen, there being a whalery on both 
fuores of the mouth of Delaware-bay, which, 
to6ether with the river of the fame name, 
waters all the S. E. the S. and S. W. parrs 
of W efi: J erfey ; and the plantations fome of 
which are fo very dofe that they are called 
a town, lie all along on that bay and river; 
and mo.fl: of them on creeks. Maurice-river, 
betwixt Cape-May and Cohanzy -river, is 
the largefr in all the country: and the latter, 
though only a fmall river, is deep and navigable 
for fmall craft. Ten or twelve miles up the ri.­
ver is a town of the fame name, containing 
about 8o families. 

The increafe of the trade and produce of both 
Jerfeys, may be judged by that of its number of 
people, efpecially negroes, who are ten times 
<1s many as they were 6o years ago. 

lLHEos, or Rio DE lLHEos, a captainric of 
Brafil in South America. It has its name from 
the number of iilands which lie before its prin­
cipal bay, upon one of which ftands its capital 
of the fame name. le is bounded on the N. 
by the river S.erenhaim, which divides it from 
Bahaia province, <X the bay of All Saints; on the 
S. by the Rio Grande, feparating it from Porto 
Seguro ; on the E. by the ocean ; and on the 
W. by the Vaymores and ~irigujes, two bar­
}>arous and unconquered nations of Indians. 

It hath fome other rivers that crofs it from W. 
to 



I L H 
to E. particularly Rio das Contas, dos Ilheos; 
de Duna, and Juffia. The principal places in i.t 
are Ilheos, the capital, No{l:ra Signora da Vito­
ria, St. Anna and St. George, befides fome ham­
lets and fugar-plantations. 

Among the barbarous nations, there is one in 
particular driven hither from their native coun­
try, who are whiter and taller than the reft; but 
of the wandering kind, and lie on the ground 
in forefis or fields: they never go in troops, but 
lurk behind trees, and lhoot all they meet with 
arrows, being inveterate agatn t the Portuguefe. 

Not far from thefe live the Aymures, probably 
the V ay mores, the fierceft and mofi barbarous 
of all, hunting men as others do wild beafis, 
and eating all they kill or take. They are even 
faid to devour their own children. 

Th~fe for fame years did the Portuguefe plan­
tations great injury, and almoH: defl:royed the 
town of Ilheos ; but they were at length over­
come, and forced to retire to a confiderable dtf­
tance from the Portuguefe frontiers. 

TLHEos, the capital of the above province. 
It ftands about 30 leagues N. E. of Porta Segu .. 
ro, anu about the fame difiance 'S. W. of the 
bay of All Saints, in lat. 1 5· 40· S. long. 34· 
28. W. It C')nfifts of about 200 Portugue(e fa 
milies, and is watered by the river Ilheos. Some 
authors 'reprefent it as inconfiderable; the jduits, 
however haJJe a college in it, and teach the Por­
tuguefe youth and fuch of the favages as will 
attend their leCtures. 

The other inhabitants are chiefly employed in . 
cultivating the plantations, and tranfporting th.e 
produce by fea to Pernambuco, and other pro­
vinces. 
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About 7 leagues to theW. of the capital, is 

a bke of frefh water about 3 leagues in length, 
near as many in breadth, and I 5 fathom deep, 
out of which iflues a river, and runs to the eaft­
ward till it fa1ls into the ocean ; but its mouth 

· is fo narrow, that the boats have hardly room to 
pals through it into the lake. .The fifu are very 
good and in great plenty, particularly the Ma­
natis, fome of which weigh from 20 to 30 pounds. 
It likewife breeds that large kind which the 
Spaniards call tuberones : but it alfo produces 
crocodiles or alligators, which prey on the reft, 
and even do confiderable mifchief to the cattle 
on the land. 

lLLINHI, a mountain of the Andes in South 
America, W. of Catopaxa, with a bifid fummit, 
which is confiantly covered with fnow. 

lLLINors,a nation ofCanada,dwelling near the 
lake and river of the fame name. The latter iifues 
from Lakel)auphine, and after a courfe of above 
200 leagues falls into the great river Miffiffippi. 

Its name, or Albini, as the natives call it, fig­
nifies a man grown up or complete, a title with 
which they compliment their nation above all 
their neighbours. They live in villages at a 
great dill:ance from each other on the marfhy 
plains, and on both fides of the river, beyond 
n hich are fome large woods and floping hills, 
covered with a mofi delightful verdure, at leaft 
for nine months in the year ; whilfi its current, 
moil:ly S. W. is fo fmooth and agreeable, that 
veflels of a confiderable burthcn may fail up and 

' down it \',;ith cafe and fafety, during a courfe of at 
' le~fr 120 leagues before it falls into the Mi.ffiffippi. 

The lands on each fide afford fuch plenty of 
p:1fiure, that they are covered with large and 

fmall 
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mall cattle, as well as deer and ot~ beafis of 

the chace. The river itfelf is covered with water­
fowl ; as [ wans, geefe, cranes, ducks, &c. all 
which thrive fo well by the great quantities of 
wild oats that grow on the banks and the neigh­
bouring plains, that many of them are choaked 
up with their fat: 

The villages are large, anJ the huts neat1y 
built, of an oblong figure, covered with mats fo 
well interwoven, that they are proof againft 
wind, rain, and fnow. Each hut bath five or 
fix hearths or fire-places, and each of thefe fer\'e 
one or two families: all which live very qui~tly 
together. The largdl: of thofe villages contains 
between 4 or 500 houfes ; the wood work of 
thefe huts is indeed ordinary, but the matting 
of the infide remarkably neat, and under them 
are cellars or repof1tories for their Indian corn, 
which after harveft they commonly lay up in 

.fuch places under ground; this, with fome roots 
and the flelh they kill in the woods, being their 

, principal food. 
The French jefuit miffionaries have convert­

ed them to Chrillianity ; before which :Era, there 
were not, according to Charlevoix, favages who 
had fewer good qualities and more bad ones, 
through the whole extent of Canada. But fuch 
is the influence of Chrifiianity on the minds 
and charaCters of th~ people, that it has produc­
ed a change in both. Th~y have always bPen 
traCtable and docile, but at the fame time lazy, 
treacherous, fickle, deceitful, thievi{h, and bru­
tal ; defiitute of honour, felf-interefied, addict­
ed to gluttony and the moft mon~rous incon­
tinence, a crime almofi: unknown to the other 
Indians of Canada ; and therefore it is no won­
der that they were alfo . very much defpifed. 



At prefent they feem to-be kind and afFabk· 
to fuch as are m afters of their country; they will 
flatter and carefs thofe they are in friendlhip 
with, but are very artful, q.uick-fighted and re­
vengeful. They are tall, ftout, and well-fhape<f, 
but tawny, being extremely nimble and expert 
at moll bodily exercifes; great lovers of hunt­
ing, and allow themfelves more wives than one. 
But to prevent family quarrels, they commonly 
marry fillers or near relations ; and are fo jea­
lous of them that, upon the leaft fufpicion of 
infidelity, they cut and mangle their faces and 
bodies in a moll cruel manner. 

This nation does not only extend itfelf an 
along the river of this name, but likewife a good 
way fouthward on each fide the river Miffitfippi. 
The Illinois and Miamefe dwell together above 
the place called la Fourche or the Fork, be·ng 
the confluence of that river with the ?i!litcni, 
which is much larger and deeper, fallir:g fro m· 
the country of the Mufcoatins. About a reagu e 
below their junction, and on the right fide, is· 
a round high rock, on whofe fummit ftands a 
village called F art Miamis ; and about a league 
below it on the other fide is another of th(; fam e 
nature, called fimply the Rock, but at a d~fian"'e 
looks much like a fortrefs. It is fiill' furround­
ed with palifadoes, which thews it to have been 
a kind of retrenchment of the Illinois Ol Mia­
mefe. 

At the foot of this rock is an ifiand in ·he 
middle of the river, furrounded with a rr .l ti­
tude of others remarkably fertile anu idightful. 
On the Jargell is a village where cne of their 
chiefs refides. 

None 
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None of thefe nations have either courage or 

conduct in their skirmi£hes, for their fierceft 
battles deferve no better name : they are only an 
impetuous onfet, accollpanied with dreadful 
fhouts ; and whichever gives way are totally de­
feated, and feek their fafety in a precipitate flight. 

Their chief addrefs l1es in ambufcades, in 
which they have the patience to lie concealed 
eight or nine days, for the fake of killing an ene­
my or paffenger, or taking him prifouer. 

When any of their expeditions againfi: another 
nation has fucceeded, they fo order their march, 
as not to come to their village till night; and 
fiopping lhort of it fend an account to their 
chief of their fuccefs, plunder, and number of 
their prifoners : after wh!ch they enter the place 
with {bouts, dances, and fongs after their fafhion. 
But if they have been repulfed or defeated, they 
muft enter in the day-time, and infiead of thofe 
tokens of joy, fill the air with mournful out­
cries, and give an account of their lofs : after 
which they retire to their huts, afhamed and 
difcon[i late, and there meet with a fuitable re:­
ccption. 

ILLINOIS LAKE, a large colleCtion of waters 
lying between lat. 41 . and 46. N. aRd between 
long. 89. and 94· W. It communicates, by 
means of a narrow channel, with Huron-lake. 

IMPERIAL, a bifhopric or difirict of Chili in 
South America. This is the moft foutherly pro­
vince belonging to the Spaniards in South Ame­
rica, and is now called Conception. It extends 
from the river Gallego in ]at. 46. 20. S. to lat. 
3'5· S. See CoNCEPTION. 

The clima e of this province nearly refembles 
that of Spain. The capital is of the fame name, 

and. 
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and fiands in one of the m oil: agreeable lituations 
in the whole country, on a plcafant river, ancient­
• V called Cauten, and now Imperial. The whole 
difiritl: round the city is very fertile, producin(J' 
corn, and all forts of fruit and pulfe. 0 

The country is partly hills, and partly valleys: _ 
the former are of a gentle and eafy afcent, with 
good pafiure,. and ihelter for cattle. The ground 
does not requtre much watering, as being fertiliz 
ed with frequent and plentiful clews. 

This was an epifcopal fee, and at its firfi: efl:a­
blilhment prornifed to be a large and populous city, 
on account of the excellency of its foil and fitua .. 
tion': but having been defl:royed by the Indians, 
it declined greatly, and now belongs to Concep­
tion, from which it is 130 miles. 

The river Imperial is Ian~e, runs a great way 
up into the country, and its banks are well in­
ted by Indians. 

INDIA NE, the name of a fmall harbour in the 
ifland of Cape Breton. 

INDIANS, the name by which the aborigines 
of America are generally called. Thefe people 
are fcattered through the extent of the two pro­
digious continents, and divided into an infinite 
number of nations and tribes ; differ very little 
from each other in their manhers and cufioms, 
and all form a very {hiking pittu1 of the moft 
diftant antiquity. 

Whoever confiders the Indians of this day, not 
only ftudies the manners of a rem~tc p:efent na­
tion but in fome meafure the anuqumes of all 
nati~ns; from which no mean 1ig.hts may be 
thrown upon many parts of the anctent"authors, 
both facred and profane. Lafitau's learned trea­
tife on this head deferves to be more read. 

The 
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Theindians, or people of America, are tall and 

firaight in their limbs, beyond the proportior 
of moft nations. Their bodies are thong; but 
of fuch a fpecies of vigour, as is rather adapted 
to endure much hardlhip, than to continue long 
at any fervile work: it is the"H:rength of a beaft 
of prey, rather than that of a beafi of burtbcn. 
Their bodies and heads arc Rattilh, the effect of 
art. J"'heir features are regular, but their coun­
tenances fierce; their hair long, black, lznk, and 
as firong as that of a horfe: no bea1ds. The 
colour of their skin a reddilh brown, admired 
among them, and improv d by the conftant u{e 
of bear's fat and paint. 

When the Europeans fidl came into America, 
they found the people quite naked, except thofe 
parts which it is common for the moft uncivi­
lized nations to conceal : fince that time they 
have generally a coarfe blanket to cover them, 
which they buy from us. The whole fa!hion of 
their lives is of a piece, hardy, poor, and fqualid; 
and their education from their infancy is folely 
dir ected to fit their bodi s for this mode of 
life, and to form their minds to endure the af­
fliction of the greatefi evils. 

Their cnly occupations are hunting and war; 
agriculture is left to the women : merchandife 
they contemn. '\Vhen their hunting feafon is · 
P_!lfi, which they go throug.h with much patience, 
and in which they exert great ingenuity, and their 
provifions laid up, they pafsthe refi of their time in 
an entire indolence. They fleep half the ciay in 
their huts ; they loiter and jeft among thei1 
friends, and they ob{crvc no bounds or decency 
in their eating and drinking. Before our difco­
very of America, the Indians were without fpi-

ritu- . 
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rituous liquors ; but now the defire of acquiring 
thefe is what gives a fpur to their repofe. This is 
the principal end which they purfue in their trea­
ties with us ; and from this they fuffer inexpref­
fible calamities: for having once begun to drink, 
they can preferve no meafure ; but continue a 
fucceffion of drunkennefs as long as their means 
of procuring liquor I aft. In this condition they lie 
expofed on the ground to all the inclemency of 
the fcafons, which waftes them by a train of the 
moll: fatal difordcrs. They perilh in rivers and 
rnarihes, they turn ble into the fire, they quarrel, 
and very often murder each other : and in ihort, 
excefs of drinking, with us highly criminal, and 
which is not generally fo very pernicious in its ef­
feas as among this uncivilized people, who have 
not art enough to guard againft the con(equences 
of their vices, is a public caLamity. The few 
among them who live free from this eviJ, enjoy 
the reward of their temperance in a robuft and 
healthy old age. The diforders which a com­
plicated luxury has introduced and fupported in 
Europe, are ftrangers here. 

The character of the Indians is ftriking ~ 
they are grave even to fadnefs, upon any ferious 
occafion ; obfervanc of thofe in company, re­
fpectful to the old, of a temper cool and delibe­
rate, by which they are never in hafte to fpeak 
before they have thought well on the matter, 
and are fure the perfon who fpoke before them 
has finilhed all he had to fay ; they have 
therefore the crreateft contempt for the vivacity of 

!:) h .J the Europeans, who interrupt each ot er, anu 
frequently fpeak aJl together~ 

Nothing is more edifying than their behaviour 
in their public councils and a!femblies: every 

man 
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man there is heard in his turn, according as his 
years, wifdom, or fervices to his country, have 
ranked him. Not a word, not a whifper, not a 
murmur is heard from the reft, whiHl: he fpeaks: 
no indecent condemnation, no ill-timed applaufe. 
The younger fort attend for their inftruaion. 
Here they learn the hi!lory of their nation; 
here they are inflamed with the fangs of thofe 
who celebrate the warlike aCt:ions of their 
anceftors ; and here they are taught what are the 
interefis of their country, and how to purfue them. 

There are no people amongft whom the laws 
of hofpitality are more facred, or executed with 
more generofity and good will. Their houfes, 
their provifions, even their young women, are 
not enough to oblige a gueft. To thofe of their 
own nation they are likewife very humane and 
beneficent: has any one of them fucceeded ill in 
his hunting; has his harveft failed; or is his houfe 
burnt ; his misfortune has no other effec1 than 
that it gives him an opportunity of experiencing 
the benevolence and regard of his fellow-citi­
zens, who for that purpofe have nearly all 
things in common. But to the enemies of his 
country, or to thofe who have privately offend­
ed, the Indian is implacable; he conce(lls his 
fentiments, he appears reconciled, till by fame 
treachery or furprize he has an opportunity of ex­
ecuting an horrible revenge. N o !ongth of time 
is fufficient to allay his refentn,ent ; no difiance 
of place great enough to proteCt the objeCl:: he 
croifes the fieepefi mountain~, he pierces the 
moft impraCticable forefis, and traverfes the moft 
hideous bogs and deferts for feveral hundred of 
miles, bearing the inclemency of the feafons, the 
fatigue of the expedition, the extremes of hun-

ger 
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~er and thirfi with patience and cheerfulnefs, i11 

hopes of furprifing his enemy,on whom he exer­
cifes the mofi: {hocking barbarities, even to the 
eating of his flefh. To fuch extremes do the 
Indians pu!h their friend!hip or their enmity ; 
and fuch indeed in general is the charaCler of all 
firong and uncultivated minds. 

N otwithfianding this ferocity, no people have 
their anger, or at leafi the !hew of their anger, 
more under their command. From their infan­
cy they are formed with care to endure fcoffs, 
taunts, blows, and every fort of infult patiently, 
or at leaft with a compofed countenance: 
this is one of the principal objects of their edu­
cation. They efi:eem nothing fo unworthy a 
man of fenfe and confi:ancy, as a peevifh tem­
per,and a pronenefs to a fudden and ralh anger: 
and this fo far has an effecr, that quarrels hap­
pen as rarely among them, when they are not 
intoxicated with liquor, as does the chief occa­
fion of all quarrels, bot and abufive language. 
But human nature is fuch, that as virtues may 
with proper manageme1lt be engrafted upon 
almoft every kind of vicious paffion, fo vices 
naturally grow out of the beft difpofitions, and 
are the confequence of thofe regulations that pro­
duce and firengthen them. This is the reafon 
that when the paffions of the Indians are rouzed, 
being ihut up as it were, and converging into a 
narrow point, they become more furious ; 

·they a re dark, full en, treacherous, and unap­
peafable. 

The Indians have fcarcely any temHles 'among 
them ; though we hear indeed of fome, and thofe 
extremely magnificent among the ancient 11exi­
cans and Peruvians : but both thefe were civi-

lized 
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ulnt~ l lized nations. Such as we know at prefent in 
neexer. any part of America, are no wife comparable 

to them: fome appear to have very little idea o£ 
God, others entertain better notions; they hold 
the exiftence of a fupreme Being, eternal and 
incorruptible, who has power over all. Satisfied 
with owning this, which is traditionary among 
them, they give him no fort of wodhip. There 
are indeed nations in America, who feem to pay 
fome religious homage to the fun and moon ; 
and mofl: of them have a notion of fome in­
vifible beings, who continually intermeddle in 
their affairs, difcourfing mu~h of demons, 
nymphs, fairies, and the like beings. They 
have ceremonies alfo that fee m to fuew that they 
had once a more regular form of religious wor­
fhip ; for they make a fort of oblation of their 
firft fruits, and obferve certain ceremonies at 
the full moon ; and have in their feff:ivals many 
things that very probably came from a religious 
origin, though they perform them as things hand­
ed down to them from their ancefiors, without 
knowing or enquiring about the reafon. Though 
without religion, they abound in fuperftitions ; 
as it is commorl for thofe to do, whofe fubfifience 
depends like theirs upon fortune. Being great 
obfervers of omens and dreams, and pryers into 
futurity with great eagernefs, they abound in di­
vines, augurs, and magicians, whom they rely 
much upon in all matters that concern them, 
whether of health, war, or hunting. 

Their phyfic, which may rather be ca11cd 
magic, is entirely in the hands of the priefis. 
The fick are naturally prone to fuperfiition ; and 
human help in fuch cafes is generally found fo 
weak, that it is no wonder that in all countries 

and 
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~nd ages, people have amufed themfelves, in that 
difmal circumfiance of human nature, with the 
hope of fupernatural affillance. 

Their phyficians generally treat them, in what­
ever diforder, after the fame manner ; that is, 
they firfl: inclofe them in a narrow cabbin, in the 
midfl: of which is a fione red hot, upon which 
they throw water till the patient is well foaked 
with the warm ftream and his own fweat; then 
they hurry him from this bagnio, and plunge ·him 
fuddenly into the next river. This is repeated 
as often as they judge neceifary; and by this 
method extraordinary cures are fometimes per­
formed : but it alfo frequently happens, that this 
rude method kills the patient in their very ope­
ration, efpecially in the new diforders brought 
among them from Europe : and it is partly ow­
ing to this manner of proceeding, that the (mall­
pox has proved fo much more fatal to them than 
to us. It mufl: not be denied, that they have 
the ufe of fome fpecifics of wonderful efficacy; 
the pawer of which they, however, attribute to 
the magical ceremonies with which they are con­
flantly adminifiered. 

Liberty in its fullefl: extent is the darling paf­
fion of the Indians : to this they facrifice every 
thing. This is what makes a life of uncertainty 
and want fupportable to them ; and their educa­
tion is directed in fuch a manner, as to cherilh 
this difpofition to the utmoft. They are indulg­
ed in all manner of liberty: they are never upon 
any account chaftifed with blows ; t}ley ~re 
rarely ever chided. Reafon, they fay, will gut?e 
their children, when they come to the ufe of 1t, 
and before that time their faults cannot be very 
great; but blows might abate the free and ma_r-

ual 
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tial fpirit which makes the glory of their peop1e, 
and might render the fenfe of honour du1Jer, by 
the habit of a flavilh motive to action. When 
they are grown up, they experience ·nothing like 
command, dependence, or fubordination : even 
ftrong perfuafion is indufirioufly for born by thofe 
who have influence among them, as what may 
look too much like command, and appear a fort 
of violence offered to their wills. 

On the fame principle they know no punilh. 
ment but death. They Jay no fines, becaufe 
they have no way of exacting them from free 
men ; and the death which they fometimes in­
fliCt, is rather a confequence of a fort of war 
declared againfi a public enemy, than an aa of 
judicial power executed upon a citizen or fubject. 
This free difpofition is general; and though fome 
tribes are found in America with a head whom 
we call a king, his power is rather perfuafive 
than coercive ; and he is reverenced as a father, 
more than feared as a monarch ; he has no 
guards, no prifons, no officers of jufiice. The 
other forms, which may be confidered as a fort 
of arifiocracies, have no more power : this 
latter is the more common in North America. 
In fome tribes taere are a kind of nobility, who, 
when they come to years of difcretion, are entit­
led to a place and vote in the councils of their 
nation ; the refi are excluded. 

But among the Five Nations., or the Iroquois, 
the m oft celebrated commonwealth of North 
America, and in fome other nation-s, there is no 
other qualification abfolutely neceffary for their 
head men, but age, with experience and ability in 
their affairs. There is generally, however, in 
e.very tribe fome particular frocks which they 

refpeCl: 
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fpea, and who are confidercd in fome fort as their 
ch1efs, unlefs they ihew themfelves unworthy of 
that rank: as among the tribes themfelves there 
a re fome, who, on account of their number or­
bravery, have a pre-eminence over the refr; 
which, as it is not exaCted with pride and info­
}ence, nor maintained by tyranny on one hand, 
fo it is never difputed on the other, when it is 
due. 1 

Their great council is compofed of thefe heads 
of tribes and families, with fuch whofe capacity 
has elevated them to the fame degree of con­
fideration. They meet in a houfe, which they 
have in each of their towns for that purpofe, 
upon every folemn occafion, to receive ambaf­
fadors, to deliver them an anfwer, to Jing their 
traditionary war-fongs, or to commemorate 
their dead. T:hefe councils . are public. Here 
they propofe all fuch matters as concern the 
frate, which have previoufly been digefied in 
their fecret councils, at which none but the 
head men affifi. Here it is that their orators are 
employed, and difplay thofe talents which di-

, fhnguilh them for eloquence and knowledge of 
public buftnefs : in both which fome of them 

· are admirable. None elfe fpeak in their public. 
councils: thefe are thei~ ambaffadors, and thefe 
are alfo the commiffioners who are appointed to 
treat of peace or alliance with other nations. 
The principal skill of thefe orators confifts in 
giving an artful turn to affairs, and in expreffing 
their thoughts in a bold figurative manner, much 
fironger than we could bear in this part of the 
world, and with gefiures equally violent, but 
often extremely natural and expreffivc. 

5 When 
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\Vhen any bufinefs of confequcnce is tra .­

aCted, they appoint a feafr on the occafio ., 
of which, almofl: the whole nation partakes. 
'l'here arc lelfer fcafis upon matters of lefs ge­
neral concern, to, which none are invited 
but they who are engaged in that particular 
bufinefs. At thefe feafi:s it is againfi: ll rule to 
leave any thing; fo if they cannot confume all, 
what remains is thrown into the fire; for they 
look upon this element as facreJ, and in all 
probability thefe feafts were antiently f<tcrificcs. 
Before the entertainment is ready, the princip:~l 
perfon begins a fong, the fubjecr of whi h i ,, 
the fabulous or real hi l:ory of their 112.tion ; 
the remarkable events which have ha. pened, 
and whatever matters may make for their ho­
nour or infiruction. 'I'he oth-ers fing in their 
turn. They have dances too, with whicl they 
accompany their fon gs, chiefly of a ma ti1l 
kind: and no folemnitics or public bufinels i 
carried on without fuch fongs and dance . 
Every thing is tranfaB:ed among them with 
much ceremony; which, in a barbarous peo­
ple, is neceffary: for nothing elfc could hinder 
all their afFairs from going into confufion : be­
fides, that the ceremonies contribute to fix all 
tranfaB:ions the better in their memory. In 
order to help thi~, they have bits of fmall :fhell , 
or beads of different colours, v;l-.ich have all a 
different meaning, according to their colour or 
arrangement. At the end of every matter 
which they difcourfe upon, when they treat with 
a foreign frate, they deliver one of thcfe belts. 
If they :fhould omit this ceremony, what they 
fay pafTcs for nothing. Thefe belts are care­
fully trcafured up in each town, and they ferve 
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as the public records of the nation; ancl ' ttl 
thefe they occafionally have recourfe, when any 
contefts happen between them and their neigh­
bours. Of late, as the materials of which 
thefe belts are made have become fcarce, they 
often give fome fkins in the place of the wam­
pum : for fo they call thefe beads in their lan­
guage; and they receive in return prefents of a 
more valuable nature ; for neither will they 
look upon what our commiffioners fay to be of 
.any weight, unlefs fome prefent -accompanies 
each propofal. 

'The fame council of their elders, which re­
gulates whatever regards the external policy 
of the ftate, has the charge likewife of its in­
ternal peace and order. Their fuits are few, 
and quickly decided, having neither property 
nor a·rt enough to render them perplexed or 
tedious. Criminal matters are bronght before the 
fame jurifdi8ion, when they are fo flagrant as 
to become a national concern. In ordinary cafes, 
the crime is either revenged or compromifed by 
the parties concerned. lf a murder is commit­
ted, the family which has loft a relation, pte­
pares to retaliate on the ofFender. They often 
kill the murderer; and when this happens, the 
kindred of the I aft perfon flain look upon them­
felves to be as much injured, and think them­
felves as much jufcified in taking vengeance, 
as if the violence had not begun among them­
felves: but in general, matters are determined 
in .Q ~.re amicable manner. The offender ab­
fents himfelf, his friendS fettd a compliment of 
cortd&lente to thofe of the party murdered ; 
pre(cnts are olfered, whieh are rarely refufed-; 
the b~ of tbe-tamily appear!, who, in a for-

mal 
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mal fpeech delivers the prefents, which confl.i1: 
often of above 6o articles, every one of which 
is given to cancel fome part of the offence, and 
to afluage the grief of the fuffering party. With 
the firfi he fays, "By this I remove the hatchet 
from the wound, and make it fall out of the 
hands of him who is prepared to revenge the 
injury." With the fecond, " I dry up the 
blood of that wound." And fo on, in apt figures, 
taking away one by one, all the ill confequences 
<>f the murder. As ufual, the whole ends in 
mutual feafting, fangs, and dances. If the 
murder is committed bv one of the fame family, 
or cabbin, that cabbin 'has within itfelf the ft;ll 
right of judgment without appeal, either to pu­
niih the guilty with death, or to pardon him ; 
or to force him to give fome recompenfc to 
the wife or children of the flain. All this time 
the fupreme authority of the nation look., on 
unconcerned, and never roufes its ftrength, nor 
exerts the fulnefs of a power more revered than 
felt, but upon fome fignal occafion ; and then 
the power feems equal to it. Every one haHe.n 
to execute the orders of their fenate ; and ther 
never was any infiance of dil1oyalty or rcbd ­
Iion known among this people;. Govcrlled 
as they arc, not by laws, but by manw·rs, ex­
ample, education, and the con1lant p.tat ice of 
their ceremonies, infpire them with the mo t 
tender afFeCtion for their country, and the nw H: 
relig ious regard for their cl!nfiitution and the 
cufioms of their ancefiors. 

The want of laws, an l of an uni form, fi-ro·1g 
coercive power, is not perceived in ;. 1 arro w 
fociety, vihere every man has his eye upon hi 
neighbour, and where the whole ben t of every 
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thing they do is to ftrengthen thofe natural tiei 
by which fociety is principally cemented. Fa• 
mily love, rare among us, is a national virtue -
with them, of which all partake. Friend1hips 
there are among them which may vie with 
thofc ol fabulous antiquity; and where fuch 
friendiliips are feen to grow, the families con­
cerned congratulate themfelves as upon an ac­
<Iuifition which promifes to them a mutual 
ftrength ; and to their nation the greateft ho­
nour and advantage. 

The lofs of any one of their people, whether 
by a natural death, or by .war, is lamented by 
the whole town he belongs to. Thefe towns 
being fmall, have no bufine ·s to employ them 
for the grcateft part of the year, after the hunt-

~ ing feafon is over, except the affairs of war or 
fiate. In fuch circumfbnces no bufinefs is ta­
ken in hand, however important; nor any re­
joicing permitted, however interefting the oc­
cafion, till all the pious ceremonies due to the 
dead are performed. Thefe are always done 
with the greate:ft folemnity. The dead body is 
wa{hed, anointed, and painted, fo as in fome 
meafure to abate the horrors of death : then 
the women lament the lofs with the moft bit­
ter cries, and the moft hideous howlings, inter­
mixed with fongs, which celebrate the great 
acrions of the deceafed, and thofe of his ancef­
tors. The men mourn in a lefs extravagant 
manner. The whole village attends the body 
to the grav~, which is interred, being dreffed 
in the moft fumptuous ornaments. With the 
body .of the deceafed are placed his bow and 
arrows, witlt. what be valued moft in his life, 
and provifions for the long journey which he 

is 
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is to take:.::, for they unived~ill y holc.l the irn­
mortality of the foul, though their idea of it is 
grofs. .Feafiing attends this, as it does every 
folemnitv. After the funeral, thofe who a ·e 
nearly allied to the deccafcd, conceal themfelvcs 
in their tents for a confiderable time, in order to 
indulge their grief. The compliments of condo­
lence are never omitted, nor are prefents wanting 
upon this occ:111on. After fome time they re-vifi.t 
the grave; they renew their forro\vs: they new 
cloath the remains of the body, and act over 
again the folemnities of the firft funeral. 

But of all the infiances of regard to their de­
ceafed friends, none is fo il:riking as what they 
call the feafl: of the dead, or the feafl: of fouls. 
The day for this ceremony is appointed in the 
council of the chiefs, who give orders for e\'cry 
thing, which may enable them to celebrate it 
with pomp and magnificence. The richts of 
the nation is exhauH:ed on this occ,d!on, and 
all their ingenuity difplay'd. The neighbour­
ing people are invited to partake of the feaft, 
and to be witneffes of the folemnity. At this 
time, all who have died fi.nce the lafi: folcmn 
feafi: of that kind, are taken out of the graves. 
Thofe who have been interred at the greatdl: 
difiance from the villages, are diligently fought 
for, and brought to this great rendevoufe of 
carcafies. It is difficult to conceive the hor­
ror of this general difinterment. Lafitan has 
painted it in a very lively manner. 

" "\Vithout qucH:ion, 1~lys he, the opening of 
thc[e tomb, difplays one of the mofl: firiking 
fcenes that can be concci vcJ. It is a humbling por­
trait ofhuman mi{cry exhibited in various images 
of death, wherein !he feems to tak.c a pleafure to 
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paint herfelf in a thoufand various fhapes of 
horror in the feveral carcaffes, according to the 
degree .in which corruption has prevailed over 
them, or the manner in which it has attacked 
them. Some appear dry and withered; others 
have a fort of parchment upon their bones ; 
fome look as if t!-ley were b:1ked and fmoaked, 
without any appearance of rottennefs; fome are 
jufr turning towards the point -of putrefaCtion, 
whilfl: others arc all (warming with worms, and 
drowned in corruption. 

" It is hard to tell which ought to fhike us 
mofr, the horror of fo !hocking a fight, or the 
tender piety and affeB:ion of thefe poor people 
towards their departed friends. For nothing 
deferves our admiration more, than the eager 
diligence and attention with which they dif­
charge this melancholy duty of their tendernefs,. 
gathering up carefully even the fmalleft bones ; 
handling the carcaffes, difgufl:ful as they are with 
every thing loathfome; cleanfing them from the 
worms, and carrying them upon their fhoulders, 
through tirefome journies of feveral clays, with­
out being difcouraged by their infupportable 
french ; and without fuffering any other emo­
tions to arife than thofe of regret for having 
lofi: perfons who were fo dear to them in their 
lives, and fo lamented in their death.'' 

This firange fefl:ival is the moil: magnificent 
and folemn which they have, not only on ac­
count of the great concourfe of natives and 
{hangers, and of the pompous reinterment they 
give to the dead, whom they drefs in the fine£! 
ikins they can get, after having expofed them 
fome time in this pomp ; but with regard to 
the games of all kinds which they celebrate on the 

oc-
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t:>ccafion, in the fpirit of thofe \vhich the ancient 
Greeks and Romans celebrated upon fimilar 
occafions. 

In this manner do they endeavour to footh 
he calamities of life, by the honours which 

they pay ~heir dead : honours which are the> , 
more chearfully paid, bccaufe, in his turn, each 
man expc8:s to receive them himfelf. Though 
among thefe favage nations this cuftom is im­
prcfled with firong marks of the ferocity of 
thLir nature, an honour for the dead, a tender 
feeling of their abfence, and a revival of their 
memory, are fomc of the moft excellent means 
for fmoothing our rugged nature into humanity. 
In civilized nations fuch ceremonies are lefs 
pratl:ifed, becauf~ other expedients for the fame 
purpofes are lefs wanted : but it is certain, that 
a regard for the dead is ancient and univcrfal. 

Though the women in America have gene­
rally the laborious part of the reconomy upon 
themfelves, yet they are far from being the 
flaves which they appear to be; and are not at 
all fubjeet to the great fubordination in vvhich. 
they are placed in countries where they fcem 
to be more refpected. On the contrary, all 
the honours of the nation are on the fide of 
the women : they even hold their councils, and 
I ave their fharc in all delibera-tions which 
concern the fiate ; nor are they found inferior 
to the part which they act. Polygamy is prac­
tifed by fome nations, but it js not general. In 
moft they content thcmfelves with one wife; 
but a divorce is admitted, and for the fame 
caufes as it vras allowed among the Jews, 
Greeks, and Romans. No nations of the In­
diam are without a regular marriage, in which 
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th ere are m any ceremonies : the principal of 
w nid! is the bride's preCenting the bridegroom 
w ith a p!atc of their corn. 

'rhough incontinent before wedlock, the 
ch.1G.ity of their wom en after marrjage is re­
markable . 1 'he puni1hment of the adultrcfs, 
as well as that o f the adulterer, is in the hands 
of the h uiliand himfelf; and it is often fevere, 
as being infl itl:ed by one who is at once the 
party and the judge. 

Their marriages are not fruitful, feldom pro­
ducing above two or three children : but they 
a re b:·ought forth with lefs pain than our wo­
men fuffcr upon fuch occafions, and with little 
confequent weaknefs. Probably that fevere 
life which both fexes lead, is not favourable to 
procreation: and the habit which unmarried 
women hav~ of procuring abortions, in which 
they rarely fail, makes them the more unfit 
for bearing of children afterwards. This. is 
one of the reafons for the- depopulation of Ame­
rica; for, whatever lofles they fuffer, either by 
c1)iJcmical difea£es or by war, are but !lowly 

. I 
r~p~ Ire;J . 

i-l.l mofr the fnlc occupation of the Indian is 
war, or fuch excrcifes as qualify him for it. 
Hi s whole glory confifis in this: and no man 
is at all confldcrcd till he has increafed the 
fhcngth of his country with a captive, or a­
dorned his houfe with the fcalp of one of its 
enemtes. 

When the ancients among the Indians re­
folve upon a v,rar, they do not always declare 
v:hat nation they are determined to attack, that 
the enemy upon whom they really intend to 
fall, may be ofF his guard. Nay, they even 

fome-



~lC· 

t~ev 
I 

IN D 
fomctimes let years pafs over without commit­
ting any aet of hofiility, that the vigilance of 
all may be unbent by the long continuance of 
the watch and the uncertainty of the danger. 
In the mean time, they are not idle at home : · 
the principal captain fummons the youth of the 
town to which he belongs: the war-Rettle is 
fet on the fire, the war-fongs and dances begin : 
the hatchet is fent to all the villag-es of the 
fame nation, and to all its allies :""' the fire­
catches, the war-fongs are heard in all parts ; 
and the mofi hideous howlings continue with­
out intermiffion day and night, over that whole 
traCt of country. The women <ldd their cries 
to thofc of th men, lamenting fuch as they 
have either loft in war, o:· by a natural death ; 
and demanding their places to be fupplied from 
their enemies, fl:imulating the young men by a 
fcnfc of flume which women know how to excite 
in the fl:rongcfi manner, and can take the bc:fl: 
advantage of it v,rhen excited. 

\Vhen by thefe and every other means the 
fury of the nation i~ raifed to the highcft pitch; 
and all now long to cmbrue their hands in . 
blood, the 'ar-ca?tain prepares the feail, which 
confifis in dog-flcfh. All that partake of thi5 
feafi receive little billets, and thefe ar~ fo many 
engagements which they take to be faithful to 
each other, and obedieJ.t to their comt ander. 
None are forced to the war; but when thev 
have accepted this billet, they are looked upoi'l 
as lified; and it is then death to .receJe. 

All the warriors in this afiembly have their 
faces blackened with charcoal, intermixed wit i 
dailies and fi:reaks of vermillion, v .. 'hich give 
them a mofr horrid appearance. Their hair is 
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dtefred up in an odd manner, with feathers of 
various kinds. In this affembly, which is preJ.. 
paratory to their military expedition, the chief 
begins the war-fong, which being continuetl br 
him for fome time, he raifes his voice to the 
high eft pitch, and then turning off fuddenly to a 
fort of prayer, he addreffes himfelf to the God 
of war, whom they call Arefkoni: " I invoke 
thee, fays he, to be favourable to my enter­
priCe! I earnefl:ly intreat thy care over me and 
my family! I likewife invoke you, all ye fpi­
rits and demons, both good and evil ! all you 
that are in the fkies, or under the earth, to pour 
deftruB:ion upon our enemies; and to return 
me and my companions fafely to our country.,. 

All the warriors join in this prayer, with 
fhouts and acclamations ; then the captain re-

. .news his fong, !hikes his club againfi: the flakes 
of his cottage, and begins the war-dance, ac­
companied with the fhouts of all his compa­
nions, which continue as long as he dances. 

The day appointed for their departure being 
come, they take leave of their friends : they 
change their cloaths, or whatever moveables 
they have, in token of mutual friendlhip. Their 
wives and female relations go out before them, 
and attend at fome diftance from the town. The 
warriors march out all dreffed in the finefl ap­
parel, and mofi: iliowy ornaments, regularly 
one after another : for they never march in 
ranks. The chief walks on flowly before them, 
tinging t11e death-fong, whilfi: the refi: obferve 
the moft profound filence. When they come up 
to their women, they deliver up to them -all their 
finery, put on their worft cl oaths, and then pro-: 
ceed as their ·commander thinks fit. 

Their 
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Their motives for engaging in a war are 

rarely fuch as excite us to it. They have no 
other view than the glory of the victory, or the 
benefit of the flaves which it enables them to 
add to their nation, or facrifice to their brutal · 
fUiy: and it is feldom that" they take any pains 
to give their wars even a colour of juftice. It 
is no uncommon thing for the young men 
among them to make fcafis of dogs-fleili, and 
war-dances, in fmall parties, amidft the mofr 
profound peace. 

They fall fometimcs upon one nation, fome- · 
times upon another; and furprife fomc of their 
hunters, whom they fcalp, or bring home as 
prifoners. Their ancient men wink at this, 
or rather encourage it, as tending to keep up 
the martial fpirit of their people, enuring them 
to watchfulnefs and hardfhip, and giving them 
an earlv tafie for blood. 

The' qualities in an Indian war are vigilance 
and attention, to give and to avoid a furprife; 
alfo patience and Hrength to endure the into­
lerable fatigues and han.Hhips which always at­
tend it. 

The nations of Americ~ are at an immenfc 
difiance fror:a one another, having a vafr defert 
frontier, and hid in the bofom of hideous and 
almofl: boundlefs forefl:s. Thefe mufl: be tra­
ver(ed before they meet an enemy, who arc , 
often at fo great a difiance as might be fup­
pofed fufficient to prevent either quarrel or clan- · 
gcr : but notwithfl:anding the iecrecy of the 
defiination of that party which firfr moves, . 
the enemy have frequently notice of it, are pre- ­
pared for the attack, and ready to take·adva.n .. 
tage of the fo.\me manner of the leaf!: want of vi-

K 6 f!i.,. 
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g\lance in the aggrefiors. Their whole art of 
war confifrs in this : they never fight in the 
open field; but upon fame very extraordinary 
occafions : not from cowardice, for they are 
brave; but they defpi!e this method, as un­
worthy an able warrior, and as an affair in 
wh~ch fortune governs more than ik.ill or pru­
dence. 

The principal things which help them to 
find out their enemies, are the fmoke of their 
fires, which they fmell at a diflance almofr in­
credible ; alfo their tracks, in the difcovery and 
difiinguifhing of which they are poffefled of a 
fagacity equally afronifhing: for they can tell 
hy the footfreps, which to us would feem mofl: 
confufed, the number of men that have paffed, 
and the length of time fince they have paffed. 
1'hey even go fa far as to difl:inguifh. the feve­
ral nations by the different prints _and peculiar 
marks of their feet, and to perceive footfieps, 
where we could difiinguifh nothing. A mind 
diligently intent upon one thing, and exer­
cifed in it by long experience, will go lengths 
which at firfr view are icarcely credible. 

But as they who are attacked have the fame 
knowledge, and are as apt to draw the fame 
adva:1tages from it, their great addrefs is to 
baffle each other in thefe ·points. 

On the expedition they light no fire to warm 
themfelves, or prepare their viCtuals; but they ­
fubfiH merely on the miferable pittance of fame 
meal mixed with water. They lie clofe to the 
ground all day, and march only in the night. 

As they march in the ufual order in files, 
he who clofes the rear diligently cevers his own 
tracks, and thofe of all that preceded him~ with 

leaves. 
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leaves. If any ftream occurs in tlieir rout~ 
they march in it a confidcn.tble way in order to 
foil their purfuers. 

vVhcn they halt to refr and refrefh them- I 

felves, fcouts are fcnt out on every fide to re­
connoitre the country, and beat up eve1y place 
where they fufpeet an enemy may lie concealed. 
In this manner they often enter a village, 
whilft the ftrength of the nation is employed 
in hunting, where they maffacrc all the he1p­
lefs old men, women and clildren, or make 
prifoners as many a'> they jt.dge they can ma­
nage, or have frrength enough to be ufef ul to 
their nation. 

They often cut off fmall parties of men in 
their buntings; but when they difcover an army 
of their enemies, their way is, to throw them­
felves flat on their faces, among the withered 
leaves ; the colour of which their bodies are 
p~inted to refemble exatl:ly. They generally 
Jet a party pals unmolefrcd ; and then riGng- a 
little, they take aim, for they are excellent 
markfmen; and fctting up a mofr tremendous 
fhout, which they call the war-cry, they pour a 

[an;e fiorm of mufket bullets upon the enemy ; for 
flee they ha\'C long fince laid afide the ufe of arrows. 
B to Th.e party attacked returns the fame cry. Every 

man in hafi:e covers himfelf with a tree, and 
1\'a::n returns the fire of the adverfe party, as foon as 

they taife themfclves from the ground to give 
the fecond fire. 

After fighting fome time in this manner, the 
party which thinks it has the advantage, ru!hes 
out from its covert, with fmall axes in their 
hands, which they dart with great addrefs and 
dexterity : they then redouble their cries, in-

timi-
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timidating their enemies with menaces, and en-· 
€ouraging each other with a boafiful difplay of 
their own brave actions. Being thus come 
hand to hand, the conteil.: is foon decided, and 
the conquerors fatiate their favage fury with 
the moil.: iliocking infults and barbarities to the 
dead bodies, biting their fl.db off, tearing the 
fcalp from their heads, and even wallowing in 
their blood like wild beafis. 

The fate of their prifoners is the mofl: fevere 
of all: during the greateft part of their journey 
homewards they fuffer no injury, but when 
they arrive at the territories of the conquering 
ftate, or at thofe of their allies, the people 
from every village meet them, and think that 
they iliew their attachment to their friends by 
their barbarous treatment of the unhappy pri­
foners; fo that when they arrive at their fl:ation, 
they are wounded and bruifed in a terrible man-

·ner. The conquerors enter the town in tri­
umph. The war-captain waits upon the head 
men, and in a low voice, gives them a circum­
fi:antial account concerning every particular of 
the expedition, the damage which the enemy 
have fuil.:ained, and his own loffes in it. This 
being done, the public orator relates the whole 
to the people. Before they yield to the joy 
which the victory occafions, they firfr lament 
the friends t~.ey have 1oft in the purfuit of it. 
,.The parties mo:ft nearly concerned are apparent­
ly afilicred with a deep and real forrow ; but 
by one of thofe frrangc turns of the hum<Jn 
mind, fafhioned to any thing through cuftom, 
as if they were difciplined in their grief, upon 
the fignal being given for rejoicing, in a mo-­
ment all tears are wiped from their eyes, and 

they 
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they fall into an extravagance and phrenzy of 
joy, on account of their vi6l:ory. 

In the mean time the fate of the prifoners 
remains undecided, till the ancients meet and 
determine concerning the difiribution. It is 
ufual to offer a fhvc to each houfe that has 
loft a friend, giving the preference according 
to the greatneis of the lofs. The perfon who 
has t::1ken the captive attends him to the door 
of the cottage to which he is delivered ; and 
with him he gives a belt of wampum, to :fhew 
that he has fulfilled the purpofe of the expe­
dition, in fupplying t)1e lofs of a citizen. 

They view the prcfent which is made them 
for fome time, and according as they think him 
or her, (for the cafe is the fame which,) either 
proper or improper for the bufinefs of the fa­
mily; or as they take a capricious liking or dif­
like to the countenance of the perfon ; or in 
proportion to their natural brutality ; or their 
refentment for their lofTes, they determine ac­
cording! y, either to receive the poor creature into 
their family, or fcntenc~ him to death, as a 
vi6l:im. If the latter be their determination, 
they throw a\vay the belt with indignation; 
and then it is no longer in the power of any 
one to fave him. The nation is afTembled, as 
upon fome great folcmnity; a fcaffold is raifed, 
and the prifoner tied to the fiake : he infiantly 
opens his death-fong, and prepares for the en­
Cuing fcene of cruelty with the mofr undaunted 
courage. On the other fide, they prepare to 
put it to the utmofl: proof, with every torment 
which the mind of man ingenious in mifchief, 
can invent. They begin at the extremity of 
his body, and gradually ~tpproach the trunk. 

One 



IN D 
One· plu~ks out his nails by the roots finglf; 
another takes a finger into his mouth and te• 
off the Befh with his teeth ; a third thrufts the 
finger, mangled as it is, into the bole of a pipe 
made red hot, which he fmoaks like tobacco .. 
Then they pound his toes and fingers to piec-es. 
between two ftones : they cut circles round 
his joints, and gafhes in the fiefhy parts of his 
limbs, which they fear immediately with red­
hot irons, fla1hing and fearing alternately :. 
they pull off his fieth, thus mangled and wailed, 
bit by bit, devouring it with greedinefs, and 
fmearing their faces with the blood, in the mad 
phrenzy of fury and horror. After they have 
thus torn off the fiefh, they twifr the bare nerves 
and tendons about an iron, tearing and fnapping 
them; whilft others are employed in pulling 
and extending the limbs themfelves in every 
manner that caH increafe the torture. This · 
often continues for five or fix hours together: 
then they frequently unbind the poor creature 
to give a breathing to their fury, to think what 
new torments they lhaJl infliCt, and to recover 
the fi:rength of the fufferer, who, wearied out 
with fuch a variety of unheard-of torments, 
often falls immediate! y into fo profo und a fleep, 
that they apply the fire to awake him and re­
new his fufferings. 

He is again fafiened to the fl:ake, and they 
renew their cruelty: they fiick him all over 
with fmall matches, of a wood which eafily 
takes fire, but burns flowly: they continually. 
run lharp reeds into every part of his body; 
they drag out his teeth with pincers, and thruft 
out his eyes: and laftly, after having. burnt his 
Beth. off his bones with:ilow fires, after having. 

fo. 
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{o mangled the body that it is all but one wound; 
after having mutilated his face in fuch a manner 
as to carry nothing of human in it; after h<!.v­
ing peded the !kin from the head, and poured a 
heap of red hot coals, or boiling water on the 
naked fkull, they once more unbind the wretch, ~ 
who, both blind and Raggering with pain and 
weaknefs; aflaulted and pelted upon every fide 
with clubs and fiones, now up, now down, 
falling into their fires at every fiep, he runs. 
hither and thither, till fome of the chiefs, 
whether out of compaffion, or weary of cruelty, 
puts an end to his life with a club or a dagger. 
'rhe body is then put into the kettle; and this 
£hocking fcene is fucceeded by a feafi: as £hock­
ing. 

But this account, for the mofi part, feems to 
fiagger· all credibility, that afLer fo many and 
fuch exquifite torture'> fo long inflicted, any 
human being upon earth could poffibly furvive 
the tenth part, to fay no more, of that afioniih­
ing load of fufFaings ! unlefs my author very 
much exaggerates in his detail of them-But 
to proceed: 

The women, forgetting the female nature, 
and on fuch occafions being transformed into 
fomething worfc than furies, act their parts in 
this dreadful catafirophe, and even outdo the 
men. The principal perfons of the country 
fit round the fiake fmoaking and looking on 
without the leafi: emotion. \Nhat is mofi ex­
traordinary, the fufrerer himfelf, in the little ~ 
intervals of his torments, fmoaks too, appears 
unconcerned, r1nd converfes with his tormentors 
about indifferent matters. During the whole 
time of his execution indeed,_ there feems to be 

a con-
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a ~ontefi: between him and them which ih'alf 
exceed : they in inflicting the moft hotTitf 
pains, or he in enduring them with a firmnefs­
and confiancy, almo:ft, if not quite above hu. 
man ! Not a groan, figh, nor diftortion of 
countenance efc:apes him: he pofleffes his fl1ind 
entirely in the midfr of his torments; he re­
counts his own exploits : he informs them what 
cruelties he has .inflicted upon thei·r country­
men, and threatens them with the revenge 
which fhall attend his death, &c. &c. 

The prifoners who have_ the happinefs to. 
pleafe thofe to whom they are offered, have a. 
fortune altogether oppofite to that of thofe Who. 
are condemned ; they are adopted into the fa­
mily ; they are accepted in the place of the 
father, fon, or hufband that is loft ; and they 
liave no other mark of their captivity, but that 
they are not fu1fered to return to their own 
nation. To attempt this would be certai.a 
death. 
· The principal purpofe of the war is to re­
cruit in this manner ; for which reafon, a ge-

- neral who 1ofes many of his men, though he 
1hould conquer, is little better than difgraced 
at home; becaufe the end of the war was not 
anfwered. ,..!hey are therefore extremely care<­
iul of their men, and never chufe to attack. 
but with a very undoubted fuperiority, either 
in numher or fitttation.. . 

'"rhe fcalps, which they value fo much, are 
the trophies of their bravery ; with thefe th~y 
adom their houfes, and the latter are eftemed m. 
proportion as this fort of fpoils are mo~e nu ... 
merous. 

They have fGJofDA days appointed, upon 
· which 
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lien which the young men gain a new name or title 
a ho~ ~f honour fro~n their he d men ; and thefe titles 
'n.!UJe1 are given according to the qualitiei of the per-
:bore :;: fon and his per{; rmances, of which thefc fcalps 

are the evidence. This is all the reward they 
receive for the dangers of the war, and the fa­
tigues of many campaigns, fevere almoft beyond· 
credit. They think it abundantly fufficient to 
have a name given by their_govcmors, men of 
merit themfelvet-, and judges of it: a J1ame re-
1jJected by their countrymen, and terrible to 
their enemies. 

Don Qlloa, in his celebrated voyage to South 
America, draws a very different, and at the 
f~une time, a very melancholy picture of the 
Indians in the province of Qyito, where the 
cruel ufage of their Spaniih mafl:e.rs has quite 
deftroy:ed their former fpirit, and love ofliberty, 
and rendered them ftupid, lazy, and contemp-
tible. . 

It is no eafy tafk; fays this ingenious Spa­
niard, to exhibit a true picture of the cuftom~ 
and inclinations of the Indians of Qyito, 
in South America; and precifely difplay their 
genius and real turn of mind; for if, con­
fidered as part of the human fpecies, the narrow 
limits of their underfi:anding feem to clafh with 
the dignity of the foul; and fuch is their fiu­
P.idity, that in certain particulars, one can fcarce 
forbear entertaining an idea that they are really 
beafis, and even deftitute of that it fiinB: we 
obfcrve in the brute creation ; while in other 
reipeB:s a more comprehenfive judgment, better 
digefied fchemcs, and conducted with great 
fubtilty, are not to be found than among thefe 
people. This difpute may miflead the moft dif-

cern-
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cerning perfon; for, :fhould he form his judg­
mem from their firft atl:ions, he muff: necelfa 
riJy conclude them to be a people of the great­
eft penetration and vivacity; but when he re­
fleqs on their rudenefs, the abfurdity of their 
opinions, and their beafi:ly manner of Jiving, 
his ideas muft take a different turn, and repre­
fent them in a degree little above brutes. 

Such is the difpofition of the Indians, that if 
their indifference to temporal things did not 
extend it(e!f alfo to the eternal, they might be 
faid to. equal the happinefs of the golden age,. 
of which the ancient poets have given fuch en­
chanting defcriptions. 

They poffefs a tranquility immutable, either 
by fortunate or unfortunate events. In their 
mean apparel they are as contented as the mo .. 
uarch or prince cloathed with the mofr fplendid' 
inventions of luxury ; and fo far are they from 
entertaining a defire for better or more com­
fortable cloathing, that they give themfelves no 
manner. of concern about lengthening their 
own, though half their bodies continue naked. 
They lhew the like difregard for riches ; and 
even that authority or grandeur within their 
reach is fo little the ohjetl: of their ambition, 
that to all appearance it is the fame thing to 
an Indian, whether he be created an alcalde or 
forced to perform the office of common exe-­
cutioner. 

And thus reciprocal efteem among them is 
neither heightened nor leffened by fuch cir­
cumfrances. The fame moderation appears in 
their food, never defiring more than what fuf­
fices ; and they enjoy their c-oarfe fimple diet 
with the fame ct>ntplacency as others do ·their 

well 
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well furni!hed tables. It is not indeed to be 

uefi:ioned, but if they had their choice of either, 
they would prefer the latter : but, at the fame 
time, they lhew fo little concern for the en­
joyments oflife, as nearly approaches to a total 
contempt of them : in lhort, the mofi: fimple 
and eafiefr preparation feems befr adapted to 
their humour. 

Nothing can move them, or alter their minds; 
even interefr here lofes all its power: it b.cing 
common for them to decline doing fome little 
act of fervice, though ofFered a very confide­
rable reward. Fear cannot fi:imulate, refpect 
induce, or punifhment compel them: they are 
indeed of a very fingular turn of mind ; proof 
againfi:: every attempt to roufe them from their 
natural indolence, in which they feem to look 
down with contempt on the wifefi:: of mortals; 
fo firmly bigotted to their own grofs ignorance, 
that the wifefi: meafures to improve their un­
derfianding, have been rendered abortive; and 
fo fond of their fimplicity and indolence, that 
all the efforts and attention of the mofi vigi­
lant have mifcarried. Some particular infiances 
will more clearly evince this. 

The Indians are in general remarkably flow, 
but very perfevering; and this has given rife 
to a proverb, when any thing of little value in 
itfelf requires a great deal of time and patience, 
" That it is only fit to be done by an Indian." 
In weaving of carpets, curtains, quilts, and 
other fruffs, being unacquainted with any bet­
ter method, at paffing the woof, they have the 
patience ev~ry time to count the threads one 
by one; fo that two or three years is requifite 
to finiili a fingle piece. This flownefs, un-

5 dou~tedly, 
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-doubtcdly, is not altogether to be attribttteij 
to the genius of the nation; it flows in forttt 
meafure for want of a method better adapted to 
difpatch ; and, perhaps, with proper inffriic­
tions, they would make confiaerable progtt&, 
as they readily comprehend whatever is firelVrt 
them relating to mecha-nics : of this the anti­
-quities, frill remaining in the provinceofQ!titd, 
.and over all Peru, are undeniable tefi:imonies-. 

This indifference and dilatorinefs of the In­
dians is blended with Both, its natural cotrr­
panion ; and their floth is fuch-, that neither 
their own intereft, nor their duty to their nta­
fters, can prevail on them to undertake any 
:work. Whatever, therefore, is of abfolute rl~~ 
ceffity to be done, the care of it is left to the 
Indian women. Thefe fpin, and make tlie 
half 1hirts and drawers, which conflitute the 
whole appar~l of their huibands: they cook 
the matalotage, or food univerfally ufed among 
them ; they grind the barley for mat:hea, roafl 
the maize for the came ha, :and orew the chicha. 
In the mean time, unlefs the mafter has been 
fortunate enough to get the better of the huf­
hand's floth, and take liim to work, he fi~ 
a-fquat on his hams, (this being the ufual 
pofiure of all the Indians,) and looks on his 
wife while lhe is doing the neceffary works of 
the family; but, unlefs to drink, he never moves 
from the fire-fide, till obliged to come to table; 
or wait on his acquaintance. . 

The only domeftk la bout , they do, is to 
plow- their- chacarita, or l!tcle fpot gf land, itt 
order to- the fl:Wving- of it: b~ di~ fa iter, to;. 
get her with the rdf of the culture, makes ano­
t.ber part, whK:Ifn affo denl~by t~flifu and du -

· dren. 
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.(ircn. \Nhen they are once fettled in the above 
pofrure, no reward can m ... ke them frir ; fo that 
if a traveller has ]oil his way, and happens to 
come to any of thcfc cottages, they hide them­
Lives, and charge theiP wives to fay that they 
are not at home, when the whole labour only 
confifrs in accompanying the traveller a quarter 
of a league, or perhaps lefs, to put him on his 
way; and for this finall fervice he would get a 
rial, or half a rial, at leafr. Should the traveller 
alig ht and enter the cottage, the Indian would 
i1i11 be fafe; for having no light but what comes 
through a hole of the door, he could not be 
difcovered; and even if he fbould fee the In­
dian, neither entreaties nor ofters would pre­
vail on the flothful wretch to ftir a fl:cp with 
him : and the cafe is the 1ame, if they are to 
'be employed in any other hufi.nefs. 

That the Indians may perform the works 
.appointed by their mafi-ers, and for which they 
arc properly paid, it wiJJ be oflittlc fignification 
to lhew them their tafk; the mafier mufi: have 
his eye continually upon them; for whenever 
he turns his back, the Indian immediately leaves 
off work'ng. The only thing in which they 
:lhew a lively fenfation and alacrity, is for par­
ties of pleafure, rejoicings, entcrtain:nents, and 
efpccially dancings: but in all thefe, the liquor 
mufr circulate brifklv, which feems to be their 
fupreme enjoymet.t. · 

\Vith this they begin the day, and continue 
drinking till they are entirely deprived both of 
fe•1fe and motion. 

Such is their propenfity to intemperance, that 
they are not reihained y any Jignity of cha­
racter. The cacique and alcalde never fail to 

I be 
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be of the company at all ~ntertainments ; aa,cJ 
they drink like the refi:, till the chicha ha 
qui~c overcome them. It is worthy of not~c, 
that the Indian women, whether maids or mar­
ried, and alfo Ind-ian young men, before thty 
are of an age to contra a matrimony, entir-ely 
abfiain from this beafily vice ; it being a maxim 
among thetfJ, that drunkennefs is only the pri. 
vi lege of mafters of families, ~s being perfont, 
.who, when they are unable to take care of 
themfelves, have others to take care of them. 

Their manner of celebrating any folemnitf is 
too fingular to be omitted : the perfon who 
gives the entertainment invites all his ac­
quaintance, andprovides chic ha fufficient for the 
number of his guefis, at the rate of a jugg for 
each ; and this j ugg holds about two gallons. 
In the court . ofa houfe, if it be a large t9wo, 
or .before the cottage if in a village, a table is 
placed and covered with a Tucuyo carpet, which 
is only ufed on fuch . fefiivities. The eatablea 
confi.ft wholly of camcha, and fome wild herbs 
boiled. When the guefts meet, one or two 
leaves of thefe herbs, with ten or twelve grains 
of camcha finifh the rep:1fr : immediate! y the 
women prefent thernfcives, with calabalhes or 
r-ound totumos, called pilches, full of chjcha for 
their hulbands, and repeat it till their fpirits are 
r.aifed : then one of them plays on the tabor and 
pipe, whilfl:others dance, as theycall it, though 
it is no more than moving confufedly from one 
~ tc;» the other, without either meafure or 
order. Some of the beft voices among the In· 
eian women, fing fongs in their QWD language. 
Thus their mirth continues, while kept up by 
dte liquor; wb~ as "has been wd, is the foul 

.of 
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of all their meetings. Another odd circum­
fiance is, that thofe who do not dance fC:tuat 
themfelves down in their ufual pofi:ures, till jt 
comes to their turn. The table ferves only for 
ftate, there being nothing Qn it to eat, nor do 
the guefi:s fit down at it. When tired with in­
temperance, they all lay down together, with­
out minding whether near the wife of any other, 
or their own fifl:er, daughter, or a more difrant 
relation ; fo !hocking are the exceffes to which 
they give themfelves up on thefe folemnities, 
which are fometimes continued three or four 
days, till the priefts find themfelves obliged to 
go in perfon, throw away all the chicha, and 
difperfe the Indians, left they Thould purchafe 
more. 

The day after the feftival is called concho, 
which fignifies the day for rlrinking off the 
remains of the preceding. With thefe they be­
gin; and if not fufficient to complete their 
revel, every one of the guefrs runs home to· 
his houfe and fetches a jug, or they club for 
more. This occafions a new concho for the 
next day; and thus, ifleft to themfelves, from 
day to day, till either no more chicha is to be 
had, or they without either money or credit. 

Th..eir burials are likewife folemnized with 
exceffive drinking. The houfe of mourning is 
filled with jugs of chic.la; and noefor the folace 
of the mourners and their if.ror lo11e, but 
the latter go out into the :il:reets, and invite-~ •• 
of their nation who happen to pafs by, whether 
married or fing1e of both fexes, to come and 
drink to the honour of the dcceafed ; and to 
this invitation they will take no denial. Thi~ 
ceremony lafts four or_ five days, and fomet" me• 
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~ore ; frrong liquor being their fupreme wiib~ 
and the great objeCt of . all their labours. 

lf the Indians are thus exceffively addieled 
to intemperance, gaming is a fault with which 
they cannot be charged. Though thefe two 
vices are generally feen together, they feem to 
have no manner of inclination for play ; nor 
have they above one game, and that of great an­
tiquity among them: this they call pafa, i. e. 
a hundred, as he wins who firft gets that number. 

When they fet out on a journey, their whole. 
viaticum is a little bag, which they call gueri-ta, 
full of meal or maize, and a fj:>Oon ; and this 
fuffices for a journey of 50 or 100 leagues. 
When hungry or fatigued, they frop at fome 
place where chicha is to be had, or at fome 
water, wher-e, after taking a fpoor~ful of their 
meal into their mouth, they keep it fome time, 
in order the more eafily to (wallow it ; and 
with two or thre fuch fpoonfuls, well diluted 
with chic ha, or with water, they fet forward as 
chearfully as if rifen from a feafr. 

1~heir habitations are very fmall, coqlifring 
only of a little cottage, in the middle of which 
is their fire-place : here both they and the ani­
mals they breed, live promifcuoully. They have 
a particular fondnefs for dogs, and never are 
without three or four little CU!·s in 1heir huts ; 
a hog or _two, 1!n<i a little poultry, with 
1ome e;:&rt'!!en ware, as pots and jugs, and the 

----~,~c""o.,_t. ton which their wives fpin, confritute the 
:whole inventory of an Indian's effeCts. Their 
beds confifr of two or three 1heep fkins, with­
out pi1lows or any thing elfe ; and on thefe they 
lleep in their ulual fquatting pofrure; and as they 
never undrefs, appear always in the fame garb. 

Though 
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Though the Indian women breed fowl and 

other domeftic animals in their cottages, they 
never eat them ; but conceive fuch a fond­
nefs for them, that they will not even fell them, 
much lefs kill them with their own hands : fo 
that if a {hanger, who is obliged to pafs the 
night in one of their cottages, offers ever fo 
much money for a fowl, they refufe to part 
with it, and he finds himfelf under a neceffity 
of killing it. At this his landlady lhrieks, dif­
folves in tears, and wrings her hands, as if it 
had been an only fon ; till fceing the mifchief 

· pafi remedy, lhe wipes her eyes, and quietly 
takes what the traveller offers her. 

Many of them in their journies take their 
whole family with them, the women carryirg 
on their fuoulders fuch children as are unable 
to walk. The cottages, in the mean time, are 
ihut up ; and there being no furniture to Iofe, 
a firing or thong of leather ferves for a . lock. 
The· r animals, if the journey is to lafi: for fe­
veral days, they carry to the cottage of fome 
neighbour or acquaintance: if otherwife, their 
curs are left guardians of the whole; .and thefc 
difcharge their trufi with fuch care, th<it they 
will fly at any one, except their mafiers, who 
offers to come near the cottage. And here it is 
worth obferving, that Jogs bred by Spaniards 
and Meftizoes, have fuch a hatred to the In~ 
dians, that if one of them approaches a houfe 
where he is not very well known, they fall 
upon him, and if not called oft~ tear him to 
pieces ; for they know them at a difiance by 
their fme1l : and, on the other hand, the dogs 
of Indian breed are animated with tl e fame 
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rJge againH the Spaniards aud tvfefiizoes; and, 
like the former, fmell them at a like difiance. 
. The Indians, except thofe brought up in. 
cities or towns, fpeak no other languag~ than 
their own, called quichua, which w9s efta­
bliihed by the Y ncas, with an order for its be­
ing propagated all over their vafi empire, that 
their fubjecl:s might be able to underftand each 
other; and therefore it was· diftinguifued by the 
name of the Y ncas language. Some under­
ftand the Spa.piih, and fpeak-it; yet very few 
have the good nature to anfwer in it, though they 
know at the fame time, that the perfo.a with 
wh0m they are converfing cannot underftancJ. 
them in quichua. Nor is it of any confequence 
to defire and prefs them to explain themfelves. 
in Spanifh; for this they abfolutely refufe : 
whereas, it is quite otherwife with the Indi­
ans who are born and bred in the towns; for if 
(>oken to in their own language, they are fure 
to anfwer in Spanilh • 

. Supedl:ition is general among them; and 
they all pretend, more or lefs, to fortune-tel­
ling. This weaknefs is alfo of a long ftanding 
among them, and which neither the remon­
fir;;tnccs of the priefls, nor their own experience, 
c~n cure radically. ~hus they employ little 
trieks, fuppofed charms, and ftrange compofi .. 
tions,in order to attain fome vifionary happinefs, 
for the · fuccefs of a favourite fcheme, or oth~r 
weighty concern. 

In thefe prefages their minds are fo infatuated, 
that to bring them to a fenfe of the folly and 
wickednefs of fuch pracl:ices, and fo1idly to 
embrace the chriftian religion, is a work of the 
greateft dHiicu1ty : and even when they have 

em-
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raced it, arc fo fuperfi2ial and fickle, that if 
they attend divine fe~·nce on Sundays and 'holi­
days, it is merely from fear of punifhment; for 
otherwife there would he fcarcely one lnJi:w, 
efpecially of the meaner fort, among the whole 
congreg. tion. 

In their marriages they run counter to the 
fcn~imcn~s of all nations, efieeming what others 
Jet fr; for _ they never of their own choice 
marry a woman who has not been previoufly 
known by others; looking on it as a fure iign. 
that ihe had nothing pleafing in her. 

A great part of the barbarifm and rufiicity 
in the minds of the Indians mufi indeed be im­
puted to the want of culture; for they who, in 
iome parts, have enjoyed that advantage, arc 
found to be no lefs rational than other men : 
and if they do not attain to all the politenefs 
of civilized nations, they, at leafi:, think pro­
perly. 

The Indians of the m iffion of Paraguay are, 
among others, remarkable · infi:ances of this; 
who from an ambulatory and favage manner of 
living, have been reduced to order, r.eafon, and 
religion. For which purpo[e fchools were fet 
up for infrruCt:ing the young Indians in Spa­
mih; and fuch as were found to be of a fuit~ 
able genius, were taught Latin: fo that in all 
the villages they are not only taught to read 
and write, but alfo infiructed in mechanic arts t 
and the artificers here are not inferior to thofc 
of Europe. Thefe Indians in their cuftoms 
and intelleCts are a different fort of people from 
thofe before-mentioned : they have a know­
ledge of things, a clear difcernment of the 
turpitude of vice, and the amiablenefs of virtue; 
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atling up likewife to thefc fentiments. Not that 
they have any natural advantages over the 
other; for it has been obferved, throughout the 
whde kingdom, that the Indians of its feverai 
provinces are alike; fo that thofe of Qyito are 
not more deficient in their underfiandings than 
thofe of V alles or Lima; nor are thefe more 
acute or fagacious than the natives ofChi]i and 

' Arau·co. 
In confirmation of what has been advanced, 

we have a general infl:ance in the province of 
~Iito ; for all"the Indians brought up to handi­
craft trades in cities and large towns, and who 
fpeak Spanifh, are far more acute and fenfible 
than thofe who have fpent their lives in little 
villages; and their behaviour more comformable 
to the diCtates of a rational being. They a.re 
men of abilities and fkil1, having alfo divefted 
them!dves of many 0f their errors; whence 
they are denominated ladino's, or knowi~ 
men ; and if they retain any of the culpable 
practices of the former, it is from the infecl;ioQ 
of intercourfe, or from a mifiaken notion, that 

·they fbould keep . them up, as tranfinitted to 
them from their ancefrors. Among thele arc 
chiefly difringuiflied the barber-furgeons, who 
bleed with fuch dexterity, as, in the opinion of 
very good judges, to equal the moff famous In 
Europe: and their intercourfe with perfons of 
a liberal education enlightens their under­
!!andings, fo that they diftinguifh themfelves to 
~reat advantage among their countrymen. 

The Indians in general are robuft and of a 
good conftitution; and though the venereal 
diftemper is fo common in Qyito, it is feldom 
k,Qown among them; the principal caufe of 

which 
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ot \ which unquefl:ionably lies in the quality of the 
•er juices of their body not being fufceptible to the 

venom of this diftemper. 1\tlany, however, at­
tribute it to the quality of the chicha, their com­
mon drink. 
· The diieafe which makes the greatefl: havock 

among them, is the fmall-pox, which is fo fatal, 
that few efcape it; accordingly it is looked 
upon, in this country, as a pefl:ilence. This 
diftemper is not continual as in other nations, 
(even, eight, or more years paffing without its 
being heard of: but 'when it prevails, towns 
and villazes are foon thinned of their inhabi­
tants. rFhis defolation is owing partly to the 
malignity of the difeafe, and partly to the want 
of phyficians and nurfes. 

lNDIEs, WEsT, a name given to America, 
in contra-difl:inClion to the Eaftindies, in Afia; 
the former lying W. of Europe, and the lat­
ter E. The name owes its origin to a pre­
fumption of the firfr difcoverers of America, 
that they extended and even joined, though 
diftant from each other about half the circum­
ference of the terraqueous globe. See AM E· 
RICA. 

INN A-QuiT o, one of two fpacious plains 
upon the N. fide of Qyito, in Peru. See 
QyiTO. 

INVERNEss, NEW, a fettlementofGeorgia, 
in North America, fo called from its havino­
been principally peopled by Highlanders and 
fervants colleeted from the town and thire of 
the fame name in the north of Scotland, and 
carried ' from thence by captain William 1\llack­
intofh, in the year I 7 38, by order of the 
Georgia trufiees, and under the command of 
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cap~ain George Dunbar. It lies in the S. pur 
of the province, on the river Alatamha, abOlJ 
20 miles from Frederica. 

JoHN's, ST. an ifland in the bay, at the en­
tn~nce of the river of St. Laurence, in Nortb 
America. It has Nova Scotia on the S. and 
Vi. and Caoc Breton on the E. 

]oN As 's,
4

SUND, the mofl: northern inlet on 
the weftern coaft of Sir Thomas Smith.'s bay., 
lying near the arCtic circle, in lat. 76. N. 

1Pswrcu, NEw, a town of Effex county,. 
the moft northerly part of the colony of Maf. 
fachufet's bay. It · lies on the north fide of 
Cape An ne, on the banks of a fine river. The 
inferior court is kept here the laft Tuefday in 
lVIarch, and the fuperior the third Tuefday in 
May. 

IRoN-CASTLE, or as the Spaniards call-it,· 
St. Philip de todo Fierro, one of the forts of 
Porto Bello, in South America, which admiral 
V ern on took and deftroyed in I 7 39· 

IRoQ.._uors, the moft confiderable and beft 
known of all the Indians of North America, at 
well' as the firongeft and moft powerful. 

Their country lies between lat. 41. and 44· N. 
Cljld extends about 70 or So leagues from E. 
to' W. From the fource of the river of the· 
Jroquois to that of Richelieu and Soret; from 
the lake of St. Sacrement to the fall of Niagara; 
and upwards of 40 leagues from N. to S. name .. 
ly, fzom the fpring-head of the river Agniers to. 
the Ohio, which, together with Pen(y1vania~ 
forms the fouthern boundary. It is terminated 
on the \V. by lake Ontario, on the i. \V. by 
lake Erie, on the N. by lake George, and th~ 
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river St. Laurence, and by New York on 
the N. E. 

They are divided into feveral cantons, the five 
principal of which are, the Tfonantovans, Go­
yogoans, Oui10tagues, Ounogoats, and Agniez. 

'rhefe five nations have each a large village, 
confifiing of mean huts, about 30 leagues 
from one another, mofily feated along the 
fouthern coafl: of lake Ontario. They all 
fpeak nearly the fame language, and unite in a 
kind of Swifs democracy. See INDIANS. 

IscA, or rather leA, with Pifco and Nafca, 
three towns from which a jurifdiction of Lima 
in Peru, South America, has its name. 

One part of the jurifdiB:ion extends abo\'~ 
6o leagues along the coafl: to the fouthward~ 
but intermixed with fome defarts; fo that the 
country being fandy, thole parts which are be­
yond the reach of the trenches cut from the 
rivers, are generally barren: but there are iome 
traB:s, which, without the benefit of an ruti­
ficial watering, are planted with vines, and pro­
duce excellent grapes; the root being fupplied 
with moifiure from the internal humidity of 
the earth. Great quantities of wine are m·ade 
from them, and chiefly exported to Calao, and 
from thence to Guayaquil, and Panama : alfo 
to Guamanga, and other i11land provinces. 
They alfo extract from thefe wines great quan­
tities of brandy. Some parts of this jun!ilic­
tion are planted with olive trees, which produce 
excellent fruit either for eating or for oil. 

'I'be fields which are watered by the trenches., 
yield an uncommon plenty of wheat, mai7e., 
and fruits. 'I'his juriiaicrion is remarkable for 
fpacious wooos of (arob trees, with t e fruit of 
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which the inhabitants feed vafi: number~ 'file 
afies for the ufes of agriculture, both in their 
own and the neighbouring jurifdictions. The 
Indians who live near the fea apply themfelve& 
to filhing, and, after falting of their fi1h, , can:r 
them to the towns among the mountains, where 
they never fail of a good market. 

JuAN FERN ANDEs, an ifland in the South 
Sea, lying in lat. 33· 40. S. 100 leagues diiant­
from the continent ofChili, and 440 to the N. 
of Cape Horn. On the E. fide of it is a fmall 
ifland, ca1led Goat-ifland, and on the S. W. a 
rock, called J\tlonkey Key. It has two bays, 
_where iliips may ride in fafety, one called Eafl .. 
Bay, and the other Cumberland Bay ; but the 
1atter, which is that where commodore Anfon's 
fquadron lay, is the mofi: commodious. 

The ifland itfelf is of an irregular figure, its 
grcateft extent being between four and five 
leagues, and its greateft breadth hardly fiver 
miles. The only fafe anchoring at this ifland 
is on the non!l fide, in one of the bays above­
mentioned : but the middlemofr, known by the 
name of Cumberland Bay, is the wideft and 
deepeft, and in all refpe& much the beft. The 
other two bays, denominated the E. and W. 
Bays, are fcarcely more than good landing­
places, where boats may conveniently put their 
cafks on fhore. Cumberland Bay is pretty well 
fecured to the fouthward, lying only expofed 
from the N. by W. to the E. by S. and as die 
northerly winds feldom blow in that climate, 
and never with any violence, the danger from 
that quarter is not worth attending to. , 

As tliis laft mentioned bay is by far the mail 
commodious road in the ifland, fo it is _ad­
Yifeable for all 1bips to anchor on the weftern 
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fide of it, within little more than two cabfes 
length of the beach. Here they may ride in 
forty fathom of water, and be in a great meafure 
fheltered from .a large heavy fea, which comes 
rolling in, whenever an eafrern or a wefrern wind 
blows. It is however expedient, in this cafe,. 
to cackle, or arm the cables with an iron chain, 
or good rounding, for five or :fix fathom from 
the anchor, to fecure them from being rubbed 
by the foulnefs of the ground. 

The northern part of this ifland is compofed_. 
of high craggy hills, many oftnem inacceffib1e~ 
though generally covered with trees. The foil 
is loofe and £hallow, fo that very large trees on 
the hills foon perifh for want of nourifhment. 

The fouthern, or rather S. W. part of the 
ifland, is widely different from the refr, being 
dry, frony, and defrituteoftrees; but very fbt and 
low, compared with the hills on the northern fide. 
T-his part of the ifland is never frequented by !hips, 
being furrounded by a fl:eep fhore, and having 
little or no frefh water. It is alfo expo fed to the 
foutherly winds, which generally blow the great­
eft part of the year; and about the winter folfrice 
very hard. The trees of which the woods on 
the northern fide of the ifland are compofed, 
are generally of the aromatic kind, and of va­
rious forts. There are none of them of a mag­
nitude to yield anyconfiderable timber, except the 
myrtle trees, which are the largefl: on tne i!land. 
The top of the myrtle tree is circular, and ap­
pears as u..niform and regular, as i.f clipped by 
art : it bears on its bark an excrefcence re-

. fembling mofs, but tafrcs and fmells like gar­
lick. Here is the pimento, and ttie cabbage 
tree, but in no great plenty. 
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In fome places are feveral hills of a peculiar fort 

of red earth, exceeding vermilion in colour; 
which perhaps, on examination, might prove 
ufeful for many purpofes·. 

The ifland abounds with plants of various 
kinds, efpecially thofe ufually efi:eemed as ex­
cellent in thofe fcorbutic diforders contraCl:ed 
by fait diet, and long voyages; particularly 
water-creffes, and purflain, with excellent wild 
forrel, and a vaft profufion of turneps, and Sici­
lian radifhes. 

The woods on the northern parts of the ifland 
are free from all bullies and underwood, and 
affords an eafy paffage through every part of 
them ; and the irregularities of the hills and 
precipices, form, by their various combinations, 
a great number of romantic vallies, mofi: of 
which have a ftream of the clearefi: water run­
fling through them, and at laft tumble in caf­
cades from rock to rock, till they fall into the 
ocean. Some particular fpots in thefe valleys, 
where the lhadc and fragrance of the contiguous 
woods, the loftinefs of the overhanging rocks, 
and the tranfparency and frequent falls of the 
neighbouring ftreams, exhibit fcenes of fuch 
elegance and dignity, as perhaps are hardly to 
be equalled in any other part of the globe. In 
ihort, the fimple productions of unafiifi:ed na­
ture may here be faid to excel all the fictitious 
defcriptions of the moft animated imagination. 

This ifland formerly abounded with vaft 
numbers of goats, being the ufual fi:ation of 
the privateers who then frequented thofe feas : 
and there are two inftances, one of a Muf­
ttuito lpdian, and another of Alexander Sel­
~irk, a Scotfman, who were left by their re-

fpcc"' 
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fpeCl:ive fhips, and lived alone upon this Hlancl 
for fome years, and confequently were no £han .. 
gers to its produce. 

But the Spaniards being informed of the ad van .. 
tages which the privateers drew from thefe provi­
fions, endeavoured to extirpate the breed, by put­
ting on 1hore great numbers of large dogs, which 
have increafed apace, and ddl:royed all the goats 
in the acceffible part of the country ; fo that 
there now remain only a few among the craggs· 
and precipices, where the dogs cannot follow 
them: thefe are divided into feparate herds of 
20 or 30 each, which inhabit difrinet fafrneffes, 
and never mingle w_ith one another. 

But what is mofr remarkable, is an amphi­
bious creature to be met with, called a fea lion~ 
(Ulloa terms it a fea wolf) which bears fome 
refemblance to a feal, though· much larger. 
Thefe animals, at their full growth, are from 
12 to 20 feet in length, and from 8 to 15 in 
circumference : they are extremely fat ; fo that, 
after having cut through the 1kin, which is a­
bout an inch in thicknefs, there is at leafr a 
foot of fat before you can come at either lean or 
bones; and the fat of fome of the largefr have 
afforded a butt of oil. They are likewife very 
full of blood ; for if they are deeply wounded 
in a dozen places, there will infrantly gu1h out 
as many fountains of blood, [pouting to a con­
fiderable difrance. Their fkins are covered 
with ihort hair, of a light dun colour; but 
their tails. and fins, which ferve them for feet on 
fhore, are almofr black: their fins are divided 
at the ends, like fingers; the web which joins 
them not reaching to the extremities, and each of 
thefe ex.tremities i~ fwrni1hed with a nail. The 
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males have a large fnout or trunk hanging 
down five or fix inches below the end of the 
upper jaw; a particular not found in the fe­
males : befides, the males are much larger. 

Thefe animals divide their time equally be .. 
tween the land and fea, continuing at fea aU 
the fummer, and coming on £hare at the fetting 
in of the winter, where they refide during that 
whole feafon. In this interval they engender, 
and bring forth their young; and have generally 
two at a birth : thefe they fuckle with iileir 
milk, they being at firft about the fize of a full 
grown feal. During the time of thefe animals 
continuance on fhore, they feed on the grafs 
and verdure which grows near the banks of the 
fre1h water ftreams ; and when not employed 
in feeding, they fleep in herds in the mofi: 
miry places they can find : hut they are of a very 
lethargic difpofttion, and not eafi.Iy awaked. Each 
herd places fome of their males at a diftance, 
.in the nature of centinels, who never fail to a· 
larm tliem, whenever any perfon attempts to 
moletr, or even approach them : and they are 
very capable ef alarming, even at a confidera­
ble difrance; for the noife they make is very 

' l<>ud; and of different kinds ; fometimes grunt­
ing like hogs, and at other times fnorting like 
borfes. in full vigour. 

Fifh is. here in vaft plenty, and with the great­
~ft: variety ; · cod of a prodigious magnitude, 
gropers, large breams, maids, fi1 ver filh, 
£ongers of a pec!Jliar kind ; and above all,. 
a black filh, the mofr valued of al1, and called 
by fome a chimney-i\;veeper, refcmoling in 
fhape a carp. Befides the Jlfh already men­
tioned, craw.fiffi, weighing.eight or nine pounds 
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a-piece, of a ·moft excellent tafre, are found here 
in great abundance. 

JucATAN or YucATAN, one of the feven 
provinces of the audience of Mexico, in North 
America. It is a peninfula, furrounded on the 
\V. and N. by the gulph of Mexico, between 
the bay of Campeachy on the S. W. and that 
of Honduras on the S. E. having the little pro­
vince of Tabafco on the S. W. and that of 
V era-paz in the audience of Guatimala on the 
S. where it is joined to the continent by an 
ifrhmus not 4-0 leagues broad. This, in all 
refpeB:s, is a very noble country: it extends 
from lat. 17. to 21. 30. N. and from long. 91. 
to 95· \V. 

This climate is pretty warm in fummer, 
which begins about April) and ends in Septem­
ber. It rarely rains here during the winter 
feafon, though the weather is tolerably cool, 
except in January and February, which are al­
mafi: as hot as in the middle of fummer. It is, 
however, a very healthy country, efpecially a 
large mountainous tract, extending from Sala­
manca on the \V. to the eafi:ern boundary, 
and where the natives live to a vaft age. The 
fouth frde of this ridge is ill peopled, and worfe 
cultivated, for want of water ; but the north 
part is very populous, being rendered pleafant 
by gentle breezes ; though the fun is very hot. 
The days and nights are nearly equal all the 
year. The foil, when properly cultivated, pro­
duces great quantities of corn, cotton, and in­
digo. All forts 0f cattle, wild beafi:s, honey, 
wax, and fowl, are here in great plenty; and 

· on the coafr are found large pieces of amber : 
lJut as no mines were ever difcovered in this 
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country, the Spaniards are not fond of making 
fettlcments here ; fo that it abounds mofi:Jy 
with Indians fubjeCl: to the Spani·ards, who em­
ploy them in making falt in the bay of Cam­
peachy, where they are forced to· endure all the 
extremities of the weather, without fo much as 
a hut to ilielter them : they likewife keep their 
cattle, and do every other fervile office for 
them. This peninfula has very few rivers, but 
wells without number; and wherefoever they 
dig up the land, abundance of lhells are found, 
which, with the lownefs of the country, and 
fhallownefs of the fea about it, has induced 
many to think that the greatefl: part of it was 
once under water. ~ 

'rhe Spaniards tell us, that when they firfl: 
came into this country, they found fome fhadow 
of baptifin, which the natives called a fecond 
birth; and looked upon it as the ground-work 
of all goo<lnefs and a fecurit:y againft all the 
fnares of evil fpirits. The age for this cere­
·mony was betwixt three and twelve; and nonct 
but the baptized were allowed to marry. 

The capital of Jucatan is Campeachy; in 
the bay of which, and of Honduras~ the 
former 1 ying on the W. and the lattet on 
th e. E. fide :of this province, the Eugliih cut 
thei r Jogw~od.. See CAMPEACHY and HoN .. 
DURA3. 

JuLIAN: ST. an harbour on the coaft ofPa­
tagonia, in South America, where 1hips bound 
'to the Pacific Ocean ufually touch for refre.th.­
ment. Lat. 48. 51. S. lons. 65. 10. W. · 

KAP..o 
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KAPPAS, a favage tribe of Illinois InJians, 

in Louifiana: they lie a little above the So­
thouis. This nation was formerly very nu­
merous, before the difcovery of the Miffiffippi. 
Oppofite to their vi1Iage are the melancholy 
wrecks of Mr. Law's grant, of which the 
French company .are proprietaries. 'fo this 
fettlement! nine thoufand Palatines were in­
tended to have been fent. , There is not, per­
haps, in all Louifiana, a country more proper . 
for producing all forts of grain; and it abounds 
in pafrure for cattle: but !\1r. Law, as well 
as the greatefi part of the other grantees, were 

· badly ferved. 
KATHERINE, ST. an ifland of the Brazils, 

in South America, reckoned by the natives 
to be no where above two league1J in breadth, 
though about nine in length. It extends from 
]at. 27. 35· to 28. S. and long. 49· 45· W. of 
London. Though it be of a confiderable height, 
yet it is fcarcely difcernible at the diftance of 
ten leagues, being then obfcured under the 
continent of Brazil, whofc mountains are ex­
ceeding high : but on a nearer c:.pproach, it is 
eafy to be diftinguifued, and may be readily 
known by a number of finall iflands lying at 
each end, and fcattered along its E. fide. -

The beft entrance to the harbour is between 
the N. E. point and the fmall ifland of Alvo­
redo, where ihips may pafs under the guidance 
of their lead, without the leafr apprchenfions. 
of danger. 

The north entrance of the harbour is in 
breadth about five miles; and the difi:ance from 

thence 
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thence to the i!land of St. Antonio, i~ e~bt 
miles; and the courfe from the entrance to 
St. Antonio, is S. S. W. half W. About the 
middle of the ifland the harbour is contracted 
by two points of land, to a narrow channel, no 
more than a quarter of a mile broad, and enly 
two fathom water; being navigable but for 
b~rks and boats, though it is defended by a bat­
tery on the point of land, on the ifland fide, and 
three other forts are carrying on for the fecurity 
of the harbour. The ;:rfr, failed St. Juan, is 
built on a point of St. Katfierine, near Parrot 

·ifland; the fecond, in form of a half moon, on 
the ifland of St. Antonio; and the third, which 
~1as fome appearance of a reguhtr fortification, 
1s on an ifland near the continent, where th~ 
governor refides. 

The foil of this ifland is truly luxuriant, pro­
ducing fruits of mofr kinds fpontaneoufly, and 
the ground is covered over with one continued 
.forefr of trees, of a perpetual verdure, which, 
from the exuberance of the foil, are fo entangled 
With briars, thorns, and underwood, as to form 
ll thicket abfolutely impenetrable, except by 
fome narrow pathways which the inhabitants 
have made. Thefe, with a few fpots cleared 
for plantations along the lhore facing the con .. 
tinent, are the only uncovered parts of the ifland. 
The woods are extremely fragrant, from the 
many aromatic fhrubs and trees with which 
they abound: a.nd the fruits and vegetables of all 
elimates thrive here, almoft without culture, and 
are to be procured in great plenty; fo that here 
is no want of pine-apples, peaches, grapes, 

·oranges, lemons,. citrons, melons, apricots, nor 
pl~. 

Taerc 
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There are, be!ides, great abundance of onions. 

and potatoes. The provifions of other kinds 
are, however, inferior to their vegetables. There 
are fmall wi1d cattle to be purchafed, fame­
what like buffa 1oes ;. but theie are very indif­
ferent food, their flefh being of a loofe texture, 
and generally of a difagrceable flavour, proba­
bly owing to the wild caiabafu on which they 
feed. rrhere is likewife great plenty of phea­
fants, but much inferior to thofe in Ensland. 
The other provifions of the place are monkies, 
parrots, and fi{h of var'ious forts, which abound 
in the harbour, and are all exceeding good, 
and eafily catched; there being a great numper 
of fmall fandy b!ys very convenient for draw-
ing a net. · 

The water, both on the ifland and the oppo­
fite continent is excellent, and preferves at fea 
as well as that of the Thames; for after it has 
been in the cafk a day or two, it begins to purge 
itfelf, and fiinks moil intolerably, and is foon 
covered over with a green fcum ; but this in a 
few days fubfides to the bottom, and leaves the 
water as clear as cryfi:al, and pex:feB:ly fweet. 

'I'here are many jnconveniencies attending 
the ifland ofSt.Katherine, p_artly from its climate, 
but more from its new regulations, and the late 
form of government efiabli!hed there. With 
regard to the climate, the woods and hills :which 
furround the harbour, prevent a f,ree circulation 
of the air; and the vigorous vegetation which 
confiantly takes place there, furnifhes fucb. 
a _prodigious quantity of vapour, that all the 
m~ht and a great part of the morning, a 
thick fog covers the whole country, till diffi­
pated by the fun,. or difpcrfed by a brifk fea 

breeze. 
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breezt!. This renders the place clofe and nu­
mid, and probably occafioned the many fevers 
and fluxes commodore .Anfon's fquadron werq 
there a.ffiicted with. · 

'ro thefe exceptions mufl: be added, that all 
the day the:' are pe:C.ereJ with great numbers 
of mofchc tocs , not much unlike the gnats in 
England, but rr~ore venomous in their frings : 
and at fun - fet, when the mofchetoes retire, 
they are fucceeded by an i.nfinity of fand-flies,. 
which, though fcarcely difcernible to the naked 
eye, make a mighty buzzing; and wherever 
they bite, raife a fmall lump in the fleih, which 
is foon attended with a painful itching, like that 
arifing from the bite of an Eng]i{h harvcfr bug. 

KICAPou s , a favage people of Canada, in 
North America, who, with the Mafiontins, in­
habit a very fine countrf:· , efpecially that which 
extends itfelf S. to the llinois river. 

KING's, or PEARL-IsLAND, a finaii illand 
in the bay of Panama, in South America: it be­
longs to Spain, and is famous for its pearl fifh.~ 
ery, and lies in Iat. 7· 12. N. long. 81. 36. W. 

KILLISTINONs, a people of Canada, in 
North America, otherwife called Crifl:inaux,. 
or Creeks. 

KING W ILLIAM's-JsL AND, a denomina­
tion given by Dam pier to an ifland ofN ew Guinea. 
It lies in Iat. 2r. min. S. is about two leagues 
and an half in length, very high, and extremely 
well covered with woods. The trees are of 
different forts, mofr of them unknown to Eu­
ropeans; but all very green and flourifhi~g: 
many of them had bloifoms, and of vanous 
4;01ours, diifufing a very fra~rant fmell. 

The 
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The captain faw one of a fmooth body, 

without knot or limb, about 6o or 70 fathom 
high: it was three of his fathoms round, and 
kept its magnitude, without any fenfible dimi· 
nution to the top. 

The mould of this i!land is black, but not 
deep, it being very ro~ky. On the ridge and 
top of the ifland there are many palmetto trees, 
whofe heads the captain could difcover above 
all the refr; but he could not fee their bodies. 

KING's-couNTY, in New York, N. Ame­
rica, lies oppofite to New York, on the N. 
fide of Long-illand. The inhabitants are all 
Dutch; and having a good foil near our mar­
kets, are generally in eafy circumfbnces. The 
country, which is very fmall, is fertile in every 
part, and contains feveral pleafant villages. 

KINGSToN, a pretty well built and populous 
town, in the province of New Yo~k, fituated 
on the banks of Hudfon's, or Iroquois river, 
about ninety miles from its mouth. It is in­
habited by Englifh and Dutch, but the houfes 
are frraggling, except about a hundred that are 
pretty compact; and thefe indeed are the chief 
part of the town. The river CEfopus from 
New Jerfey falls into Hudfon's river, near the 
t .. n, jby means of which thereis a good com­
munication between the two provinces. 

KINGSTON, a town of Jamaica, one of the 
Antilies iflands in the Weft In dies. It ftands on 

· the N. fide of Port Royal bay, and is now the 
capital of the ifland ; at lea!t the place where 
moit ofthe fhipping of Jamaic~ load and un­
load: it is at prefent a feparate parifh of itfelf, 
but formerly belonged to that of St. Andrews : 

jt 
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it 1is about five miles from Port Roya1 by water) 
but not 1efs than I 5 by land, and withal a very 
bad road to it. All the way round by land from 
£pani£h Town, on the N. W. it is I 9 miles, 
and onlyi2 another way; namely, fix by water, 
and fix more by land. 

This town was built in I 692, from a plan 
of colonel Lilly's, after the great earthquake 
which defiroyed Port-royal. It has the harbour 
of the latter place on the S. W. and Sir Wil­
liam Beefion's lands on theW .. and N. This 
is a pretty town, containing 1 I or I 200 houfes, 
well fituated, :md daily increafing. It is laid 
out into little fquares, with wide regular fireets 
and crefs fireets at right angles; being intended 
to be a mile long, and half a mile broad. It 
is the rdidence of the mofi confiderable mer­
chants, whofe fhips load and unload here : this 
renders it a place of vaft trade; and there are 
never lefs than 2 or 300 veffels in the bay be­
fore it, infomuch that it almoft vies with Port 
Royal. The harbour is fpacious, and the 
!hips lie land locked : but the peninfula which 
covers them from the fea being low and narrow, 
they are not altogether fafe from ftorms. It 
mufters I o companies of foot, and two troops 
of horfe, being in all about eleve11 hundred 
men. Here is one church, two Jewi:lh fyna­
gogues, and a quaker's meeting-houfe. It fends 
three reprefen.tatives to the affembly. Here are 
held the quarter feffions, befides a court of 
common-pleas every two months, and a re­
ceiver general, naval officer, fecretary, and fur­
veyor of the i:fland, are obliged to keep offices 
here. Lat. 17. 40. N. long. 75· 52. W. 

LABRA-
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LABRADott, ;rERRA n.E, one of the nor­

thern countries of America, called alfo NEW 

BRITAIN and EsKIMAUX. It lies to the 
S. W. of Groenland. It has Hudfon's Streighti 
and part of the Atlantic Ocean on the N. Ev 
and the latter alfo on the E. On the S. E. 
it is divided from Newfoundland by the il:reights 
of Belleille, on the S. it has the guJph and 
river of St. Laurence, with part of Canada ; 
and on the W. Hudfon's Bay. It extends from 
lat. so. to 63. N. and from long. sr. to 79· W. 
It is almoil: of a triangular form, but we have 
no knowledge of the inland parts of the country, 
and only an imperfect one of the coail:. The 
great poverty and ferocity of the people who 
Jive near the fea fhore, with the exceffive cold­
nefs _of the climate, have deterred Europeans 
from fettling any colonies here. The natives 
hunt for furs, in which they carry on a traf­
fic with the Europeans. This:, with the coaft 
on Hudfon's Bay, and the neighbouring coun­
try, was ceded by France to Great Britain by 
the treaty of Utrecht, in I 7 I 3· 

Among a11 the people known in America, 
none are fo conformable to the idea conveyed 
by the word favages as the Efkimaux, who 
are, in all refpects, a very brutal people. See 
EsKIMAux. 

LABRADOR-LAKES, the name of feveral 
colJeC!ions of water in Cape-Breton, which 
em~ty themfelves eafi:ward into the fea, py two 
channels of unequal breadth, formed by the 
ifle of Verderonne, or la Boularderie, which is 
about feven or eight leagues long. 
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LAMBA YEQ_!.rE, a town on the road from 
·Guayaquil to Lima, in Peru. It confifrs of about 
1500 houfes, built of different materials ; but in 
general of bajareques, or unburnt bricks: fome 
are of cane, plaiftered ever with clay both on the 
infide and outfide. The meanefr among them, 
which are the habitations of the Indians, con­
fifl: entirely of cane. The number of its in­
habitants amounts to about 3000, of which 
there are fome very confiderable and opulent 
families : but the generality are poor Spaniards, 
Mulattoes, Meftizoes, and Indians. The pa­
rochial church is built of frone, large, and 
beautiful, and the ornaments of it very fplendid. 
It has four chapels called Ramos, with an equal 
number of priefrs, who take care of the fpiri­
tual concerns of the Indians, and alfo attend by 
turns on the inhabitants. 

This town was not very populous before the 
families which inhabited the city of Sana re­
moved hither, on its being facked by Edward 
Davis, an Englifu adventurer, who carried 
away every thing valuable, and what remained 
was fwept away by a fudden inundation of the 
river of the fame name. 

Lambayeque is now the refidence of a cor­
regidor, h:1ving under. his jurifdiB:ion, betides 
many other towns, that of Morropc. One of 
the two officers of the revenue appointed for 
Truxillo, alfo refides here. The walls of the 
place are wailied by a river of the fame name; 
and when the waters are high, is crofied over a 
wooden bridge: but it i~ generally forded, and 
is fometimes quite dry. 

The neighbourhood ofthe Lambayeque, as 
far as the indufiry of its inhabitants has im­

proved 
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proved it, by canals cut from the rive~, abounds 
in feveral kinds of vegetablea and fruits ; fome 
of the fame kind with thofe known in Europe, 
and others of the Creole kind, being European 
fruits planted there; but undergone confidera­
ble alterations from the nature of the climate. 

About I o leagues from it, are efpalicrs of 
vines, from the grapes of which they make 
wine; but neither fo good, nor' in fuch plenty

7 
as in other parts of Peru. Many of the poor 
people here employ themfelves in cotton works 1 
as embroidered handkerchiefs, quilts, mantelets, 

. ·and the like. . 
Lambayeque lies four leagues from Morropc, 

inlat. 6. 41, 37· S. long. 76. 15. \\T, 
LAMP A, a jurifdiCl:ion of Cufco, in Peru, 

S. America. It begins about 30 leagues S. of 
the city of Cufco, and is the principal province 
among thofe included under the name of Callao. 
Its plains are interrupted with fmall hills; but 
both abound in good pafl:ure: and accordingly 
this province is in particular remarkable for its 
quantity of cattle, with which it carries on a 
very profitable trade : but the air being every 
where cold, the only fruits are papas and qui­
neas. Another very important advantage is, 
its filver mines, which are very rich, and con­
ftantly worked. 

LANCASTER. BAY, a found or inlet on the 
·wefrern coaft of Sir Thomas Smith's Bay. The 
furthermofl: part.Jies in Iat. 74· 20. N. the moR: 
northerly is called Alderman Jonas's found; 
and lies in lat. 76. N. 

LAPis LAzuLr RocK, a fmall rocky ifland, 
almofr covered with the fea, near the coafl: of 
Nova-Scotia. It lies about three fourths of a 

Vo"-. II. l\1 league 
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league from the ifle Monano, and fhews the 
paflage into St. John's river, on the north fide 
of Fundy-bay, and La Plate. 

LARICAXAS, a province of La Paz, and 
audience of Charcas, in Peru. It lies adjacent 
to the territories of the jurifdietion of La Paz, 
and to the N. of that city, extending 1 r8leagues 
from E. to \V. and about 30. from N. to S. 
'rhe temperature of the air is different in dif­
ferc>nt parts;· at'ld fori.1e of its produelions are 
the fame with thofe of Carabaya, on which 
it Lorders to the northward. 

'T'hc whole province abounds in gold n:ines, 
the met:1l of which is of io fine a quality, that 
its fhndard is 23 carat., and three grains. 

In this province is the celebrated mountain 
of Sunchuli, where, about 56 years ago, was 
difcovered a gold mine, remarkably rich, and 
of the fiandard above-mentioned. But when 
in its higheH: profperity, it was unfortunately 
overflowed; and notwithfianding prodigious 
fums were expended in enucavouring to drain 
it, all the labour and charges were thrown 
away, the works ~eing injudicioufly carried on. 

LATACUNGA, AssiENTO oF, the firfi ju­
rifdiB:ion to the fouthward of that of Qyito, 
in Peru. 

The word affiento implies, a place lefs than 
a town, but larger than a village. It fiands in 
a wide plain, having on its eaf!: fide the eafiern 
cordillera of the Anucs, from which projeCts a 
very high mountain; and at a fmall difi~nce 
from its foot is fituated Latacunga, in lat. 55· 
min. 14 fee. 30 thirds S. On its W. fide is a 
river; which, though iometimes fordable, upon 

any 
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fuews ·· any incrcafe of the waters, mufi: Le paffcd o\·er 
nonhf, the bridge. 

This affiento is large and regular, the firect~ 
broad and fl:rait, the houfes of il:one, arch­
ed, and well contrived; but by rcalon of 
the dangerous confcquenccs fo often refulting 
from earthquakes, they are without any fl:ory. 
This precaution the inhabitants were taught to 
oblerve by a dreadful deftrutl:ion of all the 
buildings, on the 2oth of ] une, r699· Th~s 
concuffion was gcncr.tl ovl!r all the provin e of 
Qyito; and its cfE:Cl:s, in many other places., 
equally melancholy. Out of 6oo fi:one houfes, 
the number of which this affiento then con­
filled, only a part of one, and the jefuits church, 
were left ftanding; and even thefe were fo 
greatly !battered, that there was a ncceffity for 
pulling them down. But the greatefi misfor­
tune was, that ."!.oft of the inhabitants were 
buried under their ruins; the earthquake be­
~inningatone in the morning, a timeofuniverfal 
1Ilence and fecrecy, and continued its concur: .. 
fions, at fhort intervals, for the greateft part 
of the day. 

The frone of which the houfes and churche=> 
are built, is a kind of pumice, or fpongy fl:on ·, 
ejected from volcanoes, which have formed inex­
haufi:ible quarries in the neighbourhood. It ·is 
fo light, that it will fwim in water, and from 
its great porofity, t1)c lime cements the difFe­
rent pieces very firongly together: for which 
rcafon, and from their lownefs, the houfes are 
now able to fupport themfelves, during a con-

, cuffion, much better than beforethat earthquake, 
when few of them \'V ere without a ftory: and 

M l ilio~d 
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Jhou1d they happen to be thrown down, the 
crafh, in all probability, would be much lefs fatal. 

This jurifdiction contains I 7 principal vii­
.lages . 'rhe air of the dliento is the colder 
fro m the place being only fix leagues from the 
mountain of Cotopaxi ; which, as it is· not lefs 
in height or extent than thofe of Chimborazo 
and Cayamburo, fo, like them, it is covered 
with ice and fnow. The combufiible fubfrances 
within the bowels of this mountain firft de­
dared themfelves in 1533, when Sebafiian -and 
BcJaleazar, who undertook the conqueft of this 
.p rovince had entered it, and proved very fa­
vourable to the enterprize: for the Indians, pof­
fefied with the truth of a prediCl:ion of their 
prieils, that on the burfiing of this volcano, 
and the invafion of a foreign army, they would 
be deprived of their country, and reduced under 
t he government of an unknt>wn prince, were 
fo fi:ruck with the concurrence of the burfting 
of the volcano, and the invafion of a foreign 
army, that the fpirit which univerfally began to 
fhew itfelf in the preparations every where made 
for a vigorous refiftance, entirely left them, 
and the whole province was eafily conquered; 
all its caciques fubmitting to the king of Spain. 

The large plain in which the affiento fi:ands, 
is full of fragments of rocks, ejetl:ed at the fup­
pofed ominous eruption; and fome of them to 
the diftance of five leages from its foot. A fe­
cond, but lefs dreadful eruption, happened in the 

year I743· 
The temperature of the air is very different 

in the feveral villages of this j urifdiCtion ; being 
hot in thofe which lie in the valleys, temperate 
.in fuch as are fituated on the plains: whilft 

the 
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ne air in thofc which border on the moulitams 
like that of the affiento, is cold, and fometimes 
to an exceffive degree. The villages are in ge­
neral larger and more populous than th~fc ot· 
the other jurifdictions in the fame provmce : 
their inhabitants are Indians, ~Ieftizoes, and 
fome few Spaniards. 

Befides the parochial church, which is ferved 
by two priefis, one for the Spaniards, and the 
other for the Indians,~ this affiento has convent~ 
of Francifcans, Augufiines, Dominicans, the 
Fathers of Mercy, and a college of J efuits. 

The churches of thefe religious are well 
built, decently. ornamented, and kept very 
neat. The inhabitants, by the neareft com­
putation, amount to between I o and I 2000, 
c iefly: Spaniards and Meftizoes. Among t e 
former are feveral families of eminent rank and 
eafy circumftances. The Indians live in a fe • 
rate quarter, contiguous to the countrr. 

In this affiento all kinds of trades and me­
chanic arts are carried on; and, as in all the 
other parts of its jurifdiCl:ion, it has a confidc­
rable number of manufaCtories of cloth, bays, 
and tucuyos. 

Great quantities of pork are f;tlted here for 
fending to Qyito, Guayaquil, and Riobamba, 
being highly valued for the peculiar flavour 
given it in the pickling. 

All the n'eighbouring country is fown with :· 
clover~ and interfperied with plantations of\..vil- · 
lows, the perpetual verdure of which gives a 
chearful afpeet to the country, and heightens 
the p1e:J.fantnefs of the affiento. 

. The inhabi~ants of Pugili, and Saquifili, are 
noted for makmg earthen ware ; as jars, pans, 

Ivt pitchers, , 
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pitchers, &c. which are greatly valued all over 
the province of Qyito. The clay of which 
they are made is of a lively red, remarkably 
fine, emitting a kind of fragrancy, and the 
WPl kmanihip very neai: and ingenious. 

LE'\1AIRE, fee .l.\1AIRE STREIGHT. 

LEoN, a town of the province of Panuco·, 
in 1' 1 xi eo. It has rich mines, and lies 30 
leagues N. of Mechoacan, and 55 N. W. of 
the city of Mexico. 

'LE WI s, the principal town of Sufi"ex, one of 
the ·lower counties of Penfylvania, in North 
Am~rica. It is large and hand{ome, and fitu­
ated on the beautiful bank of a river, the 
mouth of ·which forms the harbour. Before 

· Lewis is Cape Hinlopen, or Cape William; 
and 20 miles below that, Cape James, the fur­

..._.......,.,. .... ._hermofl: boundary of Penfyl•:ania. 
, .-<LE\VISBURG. See LouiSBOURG. 

LE wrs, the chief port of Granada, one of 
tbe Carribbec i:llands in theW efl: Indies, and be­
Ion~Yino- to Great Britain. It fl:ands in the 
middlt of a large bay on the W. :fide of the 
j{Jand, with a fandy bottom, where a thoufand 
ihips, from 3 to 400 tons may ride fafe from 
fiorms. The harbour is remarkably capacious, 
being fufficient for 100 1ai1 of Icoo tons to 
moor in. Near the harbour is a large round 
bafon, parted from it by a fand-bank, which, if 
cut, would be capable of holding a very -great 
number of vefl(;ls: but by reafon of this bank, 
great ihips are obliged to pafs within 8o paces 
of one of the two little mountains which are at 
the mouth of the harbour, and about half a 
mile afunder. Upon one of thefe a fort has 
been ereeted by a French engineer, with a 

hali 
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half moon in front, and other regular works, 
all of o-ood fione. The fort oetween the har­
bour a~d the bafon is of wood, 25 feet iq:..~arc, 
and encompa!fed with a fi:rong palifadoc of e~­
tire trees. At the two corners towards the fca 
are two little wooden p;!vilions, in one of whit::h 
the commander refides. lVI. Parquet, its firft 
proprietor, lived in a great wilderncfs encom­
paffino- the mountain, ncJr the harbour, at the 
foot ;f which are magazines built of bricks 
and timber. The church, which is near the fort, 
is built of canes laid upon forks, and the infide 
has the fame mean appearance. In Parquet's 
time, at every 6th cottage there was a little 
{entry-box ereB:ed, two fi:ories high, to which. 
the inhabitants of every fix habitations retired 
in the night, to prevent their being furprifed by 
the favages. 

LIMA, the capital of Peru, in South Ame­
rica. It is alfo called Los Reyes, or' the city 
of the kings, and is frill the emporium of this 
part of the world. The following account of 
this famous city was written before the dread-' 
fttl earthquake, which happened on the 28th 
of OB:ober, ~746. 

The city of Lima was founded by Don 
Francifco Pizarro on the 18th of January 
I535· Its fite is in the fpacious and delightful 
valley of Rimae, the true name of the city it­
felf, the .n~mc of Lima being only a corrupt 
pronunctatwn of that Indian word ; and ac­
cordingly both the valley and river fiill retain 
the name of Rimae, which is derived from an 
idol to which the Indians and their Yncas ufed 
to facrificc. This idol being fuppofed to re­
turn anfwers to the prayers ofFered it, they call d 
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it, by way of difrinction, Rimae, i. e. the 
fpeaker. 

Lima, according to feveral obfervations made 
for that purpofe, frands in lat. 12. 2. 31. S. and 
its long. is 7 5· 52. W. The variation of the 
11eedle is 9· z, 30. eafterly, 

Its fituation is one of the moft advantageous 
that can be imagined ; for, being in the centre 
of that fpacious valley, it commands the whole 
without any difficulty. To the northward, at 
<l confiderable di.ftance, is the cordillera, or 
chain of the Andes, whence fome hills pro­
ject into the valley ; the nearcfr of which to 
the city are thofe of St. Chriftopher and A ... 
mancaes. 'rhe perpendicular height of the for­
mer, according to a geometrical menfuration 
,br Don Juan, and M. de la Condamine, in the 
year 1737, is 134 toifes: but fatherFeuillee 
makes it I 36 toi{es and one foot, which dif­
ference doubtlefs arifes from not having mea­
fured. with equal precifion the bafe on which 
both founded their calculations. 

The height of the Amancaes is little lefs. 
than the former, and frands about a quarter of 
a league from the city. 

The river of the fame name, flows by the 
walls of Lima ; and when not increafed by 
the torrents from the mountains, is eafily ford .. 
:\ble: but <!t other times, befides the increafe 
of its breadth, its depth and rapidity render 
1c)rding impoffible; and accordingly a very ele­
~ant and tpacious ftone bridge has been built 
over it, having at one end a gate, the beautiful 
architecture of vvhich is equal to the other 
parts of this ufeful ftruB:ure. This gate forms 
~he entranc~ int9 the city, and lead-, to the 
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grand ' fquare, which is very large, and fi dy 
ornamented. In the cent er is a fountain eq".lal­
ly remarkable for it~ grandeur and capacity. In 
the middle of it is a brazen fiatue of Fame, and 
on the four right angles are four fmall bafons. 
'"rhe water is thrown out through the trumpet 
of the fratue, and likewife through the mouths 
of eight lions, which furround it, tending greatly 
to heighten the beauty of the whole work. The 
eafi: fide of the fqu:!re is filled by the cathedr:ll 
and the archiepifcopal palace, higher than any 
other building in the city. Its principal foun­
dations and the bafes of its columns and pilafters, 
together with the capital front facing the weft, 
are of free-ftone: the infide refembles that of 
the cathcd rat of Seville, but is r.ot fo large : the 
outfidc is adorned with a \'Cry ma~nificcnt fron­
tifpiece, rifing into two lofty to~ers; and in 
th-= center is the grand portal : round the wholc 
runs a grand gallery, with a wooden baluftradc, 
refembling brafs in colour, and at proper di­
frances are feveral pyramids, which greatly aug­
ment the magnificence of the flrutture. In the 
north fide of the fq uare is the viceroy's palace, in 
which are the feveral courts of jufrice, together 
with the offices of the re enue, and the ftate 
prifon. This was formerly a very remarkable 
building, both ¥ith regard to its brgenefs and 
architecture; but the greatefi. part of it being 
thrown down by the dreadful earthquake with 
which this city was vifited on the 20th of 0...:­
tober, 1687, it now confifis only of fome of the 
lower apartments erected on a terrace, and which 
are the refidence of the viceroy and his family. 

On the W. fide, which faces the cathedral, 
is the council-houfe, and the city prifon. The -
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fouth fide is filled with private houfes, which, 
like the former, have only a fingle :ftory: but 
the fronts being of :ftone, their uniformity, por­
ticos, and elegance, are a great embelliihment 
to the fquare, each fide of which is 8o toifes. 

The form of the tity is triangular; the bafe, 
or longe:ft fide, extending along the banks of 
the river. Its length is 1920 toifes, or exactly 
two thirds of a league: its greatefi: breadth from 
N. to S. that is, from the bridge to the angle 
oppofite to the bafe, is I 8o toifes, or two fifths 
of a league. It is furrounded with a brick wall, 
which anfwers its original intention; but is 
without any manner of regularity. This work 
was begun and finilhed in the year I 38 5: it is 
flanked with 34 bafiions, but without any plat­
forms or embrazures; it being intended only 
to inclofe the city, and render it capable of 
fufi:aining any fudden attack of the Indians .. It 
has in its whole circuit feven gates and three 
pof!:erns. 

On the fide of the river, oppofite to the city, 
is a fuburb, called St. Lazaro, which has of 
late greatly increafed. All the ftreets of this 
ittburb, like thofe of the city, are broad, parallel, 
()r at right angles; fome running from N. to 
S. and others from E. to W. forming fquares 
of houfes, each r 50 yards in front, the ufual 
dimenfions of all thefe fquares in this country, 
whereas thofe of ~1ito are only 100. The 
:fheets are paved, and along them run frreams 
of water, conducted from the river a little above 
the city; and being arched over, contribute 

·greatly to its cleanlinefs, without the leafi: in­
£onveniency. 

The ,.lloufes, though mofily low, are com-
2 nlO• 
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modious, and make a good appearance : they 
are all of canes and clay : they indeed appear 
to be compofcd of more folid materials, both 
with regard to the thicknefs of the principal 
walls, and the imitation of corni!hes on them. 
And that they may the better fupport them­
felves under the £hocks of earthquakes, of 
which this city has had fo many dreadful in­
fiances, the principal p2.rts are of wood, mor­
tifed into the rafters of the roof; and thofe 
which ferve for walls, are lined both infide and 
outfide, with wild canes and ofiers, fo that the 
timber work is entirely inclofed. Thefe ofiers 
are plaifiercd over with clay, and white-wafhed, 
but the fronts arc painted in imitation of frce­
:fione : they afterwards add cornices and por­
ticos, which are alfo painted of the fame fro ne co­
lour. The roofs are flat, and covered only fo 
far as is necefTary to keep out the wind and 
intercept the rays of the fun. The pieces of 
timber of which the roofs are formed, and 
which on the infide are decorated with elegant 
mouldings, and other ornaments, are covered 
with clay to prefervethem from the fun: and tl1is 
flender covering is fufficient, as no violent rains 
are ever known here. Thus the houfcs are in lefs 
danger than if built of more compact materials; 
for the whole building yields to the motion of 
the earthquakes; and the foundations, which 
are connected with the feveral parts of the 
building, follow the fame motion : fo that by 
yielding to the concuffion, though they may 
be damaged, they are not fo eafily thrown down. 

The wild canes, which ferve for the inner­
mofr part of the walls, refemble in length an~ 
bignefs thofe known in Europe, but are with-
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out a11y cavity; the wood of them being very' 
folid and little fubjeCl: to rot. The bajuco is alfo 
a kind of plant, growing wild in the forefl:s1 
and on the banks of rivers: it is fl:rong and 
flexible. 

Towards the E. and W. parts of the city, 
but within the wall•, are a great many fruit 
and kitchen gardens ; and moft of the public 
boufes have gardens for entertainments, being 
continually refrefhed with water, by means of 
the canals. · 

The whole city is divided into five pari!hes ; 
namely, Sagrario, St. Anne, St. Sebafl:ian, St. 
Marcello, and St. Lazaro. T-he latter extends 
itfelf five leagues to the valley of Carabaillo, fo 
that the many large plantations in that fpace 
belong to it : chapels are therefore eretl:~d for 
celebrating mafs, that the people may perform 
their duty without the fatigue and trouble of 
travelling to Lima. Here are alfo two chapels 
of eafe, that of St. Salvador in the parifh of 
St. Anne, and that of the orphans in the Sagra-

•rio. There is alfo in thr: Circado, one of the 
t.}uarters of the town, a pari!h of Indians, under 
the infpecrion of the Jefuits. 

The convents are very numerous, there being 
four of Dominicans, one of which, the college of 
St. Thomas, is appropriated to literature ; three 
of Francifcans, one in the fuburb of San Lazaro; 
th:ee of Auguftir:es, one a literary college, and 
another a noviciate ; three belong to the order 
of 1\tiercy, among which is a college. 

The Jefuits have fix houfes; namely, St. 
Paul, their principal college, St. Martin, for 
fecular ftudents, St. Anthony, a noviciate, the 
b·oufeofpoffeffion under the invocation ofNueftra 
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Senora de los Dolores, a college in the 
Circado, where the Indians are infrrueted in. 
the precepts of religion, and that of the Chaca­
rilla, appointed for the exercifes of St. Ignatius, .. 
where all feculars defirous of performing them, 
are admitted. They are alfo allowed the liberty 
of beginning when mofr convenient for thcm­
felves, and are handfomely entertained by the 
<:oUege, during the eight days of their conti­
nuance. But it mufr be obferved, th:1t of all 
thefe convents the cafas grandes are now the 
mofr confiderable; all the others befides being 
fmall, have but few members, and fmall re­
venues. 

Befides the preceding nineteen convents and 
colleges, here are alfo an oratory of St. Pliilip 
N eri, a monaftery of the order of St. BenediB:, 
and a convent of the order of Agonizantes. In 
the fuburb of San Lazaro, is a convent of St. 
Francis de Paula, a modern foundation. 

There are alfo in Lima three other charitable 
foundations; namely, St. Juan de Dios, for the 
relief of perfons recovering from ficknefs, arid 
two of Bethlemites ; one without the city, 
founded for the relief of fick Indians, and the 
other within the city, called that of the in- . 
curables, being appropriated to perfons who la­
bour under difeafes of that kind. 

This opulent city has alfo nine other hof­
pitals, each appropriated to fome peculiar cha­
rity; as for Spaniards only, poor eccldiafiics, 
mariners, negroes, Indians, women, and lepers. 

Here are a1fo 14 nunneries, the number of 
people in which would be fufficient to people 
a fmall town. The five firfr are regulars, and 
the other nine recolets · 

Lafily:) 
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,. Lafl:ly, here are four other conventuai houfes, 
where fome few of the fifi:ers are not reclufes, 
though rnoft of them obferve that rule : that 
of San Jofeph among thefe, is a retreat for wo­
men who defire to be divorced from their huf­
bands. To thefe muft alfo be added, a houfe 
conftituted in the manner of convents, for poor 
women, with an ecclefhfi:ic, who is their 
chaplain. 

Here is alfo an orphan-houfe, divided into 
two colleees, the one r l. boys, and the other 
for girls; befides feveral chapels in diffe.ent 
parts of the city, which was always equa!Iy 
confpicuous for its zeal for religion, and its re­
markable fplendor. 

All the eh nrches, both conventual and pa­
rochial, as alfo the chapels, are large, and con­
firucted partly of fione, and adorned with 
paintings and other decorations of great value; 
particularly the cat~edral, the churches of St. 
Dominic, St. Francis,St. Auguftine, the Fathers 
of Mercy, and that of the Jefuits, are fo fplen­
didly adorned, as to furpafs defcription ; an 
idea of it being only to be obtained from the 
:fight. The riches and pomp of this city, ef­
pecially on folemn fefi:ivals, is afronifhing. The 
altars, from their very bafes to the borders of 
the paintings, are covered with maffive filver, 
wrought into various ornaments. The walls 
of the churches are alfo hung with velvet, or 
tapefi:ry of equal value, adorned with gold and 
filver fringes: all which, in this country, is 
temarkably dear: and on thefe are fufpended 
pieces of plate in various figures. If the eye 
be directed from the pillars, the walls, and the 
cieling to the lower part of the church, it is 
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equally dazzled with glittering objech p~cfcnt­
irHr themfelvcs on all fides : among wh1ch are 
ca~1tllcfricks of maflive filvcr, fix or feven feet 
high, placed in two rows along the nave of 
the church ; emboffed t::1bles of the fame metal, 
fupporting fmaller candlefl:ics ; and in the in­
tervals between them, pedefl:als, on which fl:and 
the fl:atues of angels. In fine, the whole church 
is covered with plate, or fomething equal to it 
in value; fo that divine fervice in thefe churches 
is performed with a magnificence fcarcely to 
be imagined : and the ornaments, even on com­
mon days, with regard to their quantity of 
riches, exceed thofe whidi many cities of Eu­
rope pride themfelves with difplaying on the 
moil: folemn occafions. 

If fuch immenfe riches be beitowed on the 
body of the church, how can imagination itfclf 
form an idea of thofe more immediately ufcd 
in divine wodhip, fuch as the facred vefle'ls, the 
chalices, oil:cnforia, &c. in the richnefs of which 
there is a fort of emulation between the feveral 
churches. In thefe the gold is covered with 
diamonds, pearls, ::~nd gems, fo as to dazzle' the 
eye of the fpetl:ator. The gold and filver fl:uffs 
for vcfl:ments and other decorations, are always 
of the richeft and mofl: valuable among thofe 
brought over by the regifier !hips; as are alfo 

· the fringes, laces, &c. In fine, whatever is 
employed in decorating the churches, is al vays 
the richefi of the kind that can poffibly be pro­
cured. 

The principal convents are very large, with 
convenient and airy apartments. Some parts 
of them, as the outward walls which inclofe 
them, are of unburnt bricks ; but the building 
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itfelf of quinchas, or baxareques. The roo£· .. 
of many of the churches are arched with bricks, 
others only with quinchas; but of fuch curious 
architeCture, as entirely to conceal the mate­
r.ials : fo that the frontifpieces of principal gates 
have a majefric afpect.. The columns, frizes, 
ftatues, and cornices, are of wood, finely 
carved; but fo nearly imitating the colour and 
appearance of fione, as only to be known by 
the tou<Lh. This ingenious imitation does not 
proceed from padimony, but neceifarily, in or­
der to avoid as much as poffible the dreadful 
devafration of earthquakes, which will not ad­
mit of ftructures built with ponderous ma-­
terials. 

The churches are decorated wi th fmall cu­
polas of a very pretty appearance; and though 
they are all of wood, the fight cannot diibn­
guifh them from ftone. From the foundation 
the towers are of ftone, for the height of a toife 
and a half, or two toifes ; and from thence to . 
the roof of the church, of brick ; but the re­
mainder is of wood painted of a free-ftone colour, 
terminating in a :fratue, or image, alluding to 
the name of the church. The height of thefe 
may be nearly known from that of St. Domi­
nic, which, by a geometrical menfuration, was 
found to be between 50 and 6o yards; a height, 
which though fmall in proportion to the large­
nefs of the ftructilre, is a necefiary caution both 
with regard to the fhocks of earthquakes, and 
the w~ight of the bells, which in fize and num­
ber exceed thofe in Spain ; and on a general 
ringing produce a very agreeable harmony. 

All the convents are furnifhed with water 
from the city, though not from that of the ri­

vulets 
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vulets which run through the fi:rects in covcreJ· 
channels ; but brought from a fpring by means 
of pipes : while, on the other hand, both the 
monafieries and nunneries are each obliged t<) 

maintain a fountain in the ftreet, for the pub­
lic ufe Gf poor people, who ha \I e not the con­
veniency of water in their houfes. 

The viceroy, whofe power extends over all 
Peru, ufually refides at Lima. But the pro­
vince and audience of ~tito have been lately. 
difmembcred from it. 

This government is only triennial ; though 
at tlie expiration of that term, the fovereign. 
may prolong it. This office is of fuch impor­
tance, that the viceroy enjoys all the privilege~ 
of royalty. He is abfolute jn all affairs, whether 
political, military, civil, criminal, or relating 
to the revenue; having offices and tribu­
nals under him, for executing the feveral' 
branches of government : fo that the grandeur 
of this pofi: is in every particular equal to the 
title. For the fafety of his perfon, and to1 
maintain the dignity of his office, he has two 
bodies of guards ; one of horfe, confifting of 
160 private men, a captain, and a lieutenant: 
their uniform is blue, turned up with red, 
and laced with filver. 'rhis troop confifi:s en­
tirely of picked men, and all Spaniards . The 
captain's pofr is efi:eemed very honourable. 
Thefe do duty at the principal gate of the pa­
lace ; and when the viceroy goes abroad, he 
is attended by a piquet guard, confifring of 
eight of thefe troopers. The fecond is that of 
the halbardiers, confifiing of 50 men, who are 
likewife all Spaniards, drefied in blue uniform 
<:1nd crimfol.l velvet waiftcoats,, laced with gold •. 
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il'hefe do duty in the rooms leading to the 
chamber of audience, and private apartments. 
They alfo attend the viceroy when he appears 
in public, or vifits the officers and the tribu­
nals. The only officer of this body is a cap­
tain, whofe pofl: is alfo reckoned very eminent. 
Both captains are nominated by the viceroy : 
befides thefe, there is another guard within the 
palace, confifl:ing of 100 men, a captain, lieu­
tenant, and fub-lieutenant, being a detachment 

. from the garrifon of Callao. Thefe are oc­
cafionally employed in .executing the governor's 
orders, and the decrees of the tribunals, after 
they have received the fancbon of his affent. 

The viceroy, befides affifl:ing at the courts of 
jufl:ice, and the councils relating both to the 
finances and war, gives every day public audience 
to all forts of perfons: for which purpofe there 
are in the palace three very grand and fpacious 
rooms. In the firfl:, which is adorned with the 
portraits of all the viceroys, he receives the In­
dians and other cafts: in the fecond, he gives 
audience to the Spaniards : and in the third, 
where, under a rich canopy, are placed pictures 
of the king and queen then reigning, he re­
ceives thofe ladies ·who defire to fpeak to him 
in private, without being known. 

'Tbe affairs relating to' the government are 
expedited by a fecretary of fl:ate, with an affifrant 
properly qualified for fuch an arduous pofi:. 
From this office are iffued the orders for paff­
ports which mufl: be had from every corregidor 
in his jurifdiction. The fecretary has alfo the 
power of filling all juridical employments as 
they become vacant, for the term of two years; 
as alfo thofe of the magifrracy, who at the ex-
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piration of their term, have not been replaced 
by others of his majefiy's. nomination. In a 
word, this office may be faid to be the channel 
by which all affairs· relating both to war and 
go\•ernment arc tranfacted. . 

All caufes relating to jufiice are tried m ~he 
court of audience, from the decrees of wh1ch 
there is no appeal to the fupreme council of ~he 
Indies, unlefs after notorious injufiice, .or. a 
fecond trial, as the viceroy himfelf prefides m It. 
This is the principal court of Lima, and is held 
in the viceroy's palace in the three fa]oons ap­
propriated to it. In one they hold delib:ra­
tions, and in the other two the caufes are tned, 
either publicly, or privately: criminal caufes 
are tried in a fourth apartment. 

Next to the tribunal of audience is the cham­
ber of accounts : here all public aCl:s of the ri­
venue are paffed: here alfo the diftribution 
and management of the royal revenue are re­
gulated. 

Lafily, the royal treafury, the officers of which 
have the fuperintendance of all the king's revenue 
of what kind foever in mofi parts of the kingdom. 

The corporation of Lima confifis of regi­
dors or aldermen, a fheriff, and two royal judges, 
all noblemen of the firfi difiinCl:ion. Thefe 
have the direCtion of the police, and the ordi ... 
nary adminifiration of jufiice. 

The next tribunal is that of commerce, in 
which all mercantile difputes and proceJfes are 
decided. 

Lima has alfo a corregidor, whofe jurifdiCl:ion 
as extends to all Indians, both within the city and 

myears; five leagues round it. . 
at the ex· The cathedral chapter, befidcs the archbifhop, 
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lifts of five dignitaries, &c. His fuffragans are 
t-he bifhops of Panama, Qyito, Truxillo, Gua .. 
manga, Arequipa, Cufco, St. Jago, and Con­
ception : the two laft are in the kingdom df 
Chili. 

Here are alfo tribunals of inquifition and. 
~rufado. 

La!Hy, here is a mint, where the gold and 
filver are coined. 

In the univerfityand colleges the happy genius 
of the natives is improved by divine and human. 
learning, and the fl:udents foon give elegant fpeci­
mens of their future acquifitions. They are in 
this much more indebted to nature than to art 
or application. 

The principal of thefe feminaries is the uni­
verfity of St. Mark, with the colleges of St. 
Toribio, St. Martin, and St. Philip. In the 
former ar-e ehaits- for aU_the__ fciences, fome of 
the profelfors of which have gained the applau[e 
of the Iiterati of Europe. 

The univerfity makes a fiate1y appeara.rn:e, . 
and its infide is fuitably decorated. It has a 
large fq uare court with a vaulted piazza round 
it : along the fides are the halls for letl:ures, 
and in one of the angles is the puBlic theatre, 
adorned with the portraits of the great men 
educated here, in frames of fine fculpture, and 
richly gilt, &c. 

The magnificence· of the inhabitants of Lima 
on public folemnities is difplayed with a pe­
culiar dignity; fo that among all thofe ob­
ferved in America, the public entrance of the 
viceroy is the mofl: fplendid, and in which the 

• ama~ng pomp of Lima is particularly difplayed. 
Nothing 
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Nothing is feen but rich coachei and calalhes, 
laces, jewels, and fplendid equipage, in which 
the nobility carry their emulation to an afto­
nifhing height. 

Befides the ceremony of this public entry, at­
tended by the feveral bodies of the city, civil 
and ecclefiaftic, in a very grand proceffion, and 
very fumptuous collations, &c. there are alfo 
other folemnities, fome of which are annual ; 
and on thefe occafions the riches and liberality 
of the inhabitants are no lefs confpicuous, par­
ticularly on New-years day, and on Twelfth 
tlay in the morning. 

The inhabitants of Lima are compofed 
of whites or Spaniards, negroes, Indians, Mef­
tizoes, and other cafts proceeding from the 
mixture of thefe three. 

The Spanilh families are very numerous : 
Lima, according to the loweft computation, 
containing 16 or 18ooo whites. Among thefe 
are reckoned a third or fourth part of the mofr 
difringuifhed nobility of Peru, and many of 
thefe dignified with the ftyle of ancient and 
modern Caftilians, among which are no lefs 
than 45 counts and marqui£fes. The number 
of knights belonging to the feveral military or­
ders is alfo very confiderable : befides thefe, 
there are many families no lefs refpe8:able, and 
living in equal fplendor; particularly 24 gen­
tlemen of large eftates, but without titles, 
though moft of them are of ancient families. 
0ne of thefe traces his defcent from the Y ncas. 
His name is Ampuero, from one of the Spaniih 
commanders at the conqueft of this country, 

•who married a coya, or daughter of the Y nca. 
-All thofe families live in a manner fuitable 

to 
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to their rank, having efi:ates equal to their ge­
nerous difpofition, keeping a great number of 
flaves and other domefi:ics : and thofe who af­
fetl: making the greatefi: .figure have coaches, 
whilfi: others content thernfelves with cala1he~ 
or chaifes, which are fo common, that no family 
of any fubfi:ance is without one. Thefe car­
riages indeed are more neceffary here than in 
other cities, on account of the numberlef~ 
droves of mules continually pa11ing through 
Lima, covering the ftreets with their dung, 
which being foon ·dried, turns to a naufeous 
dufi:, fcarcely fupportable to fuch as walk on 
foot. Thefe chaifes, which are drawn by one 
mule, and guided by a driver, have only two 
wheels with two feats oppofite to each other, 
and will occafionally ferve for four perfons. 

They are very flight and airy, but on ac­
ceunt of the gildings and other ornaments, cofi: 
fomctimes 8oo or rooo crowns. 

The number of them is faid to amount to 5 
or 6ooo ; and that of coaches is alfo very con­

-fiderable, though not equal to the former. 
The funds to fupport thefe expcnces are their 

large effetl:s and plantations, civil and military 
employments, or commerce, which is here 
reckoned no derogation to the greatefi: families. 

, Commerce is fo far from being confidered as 
a difgrace at Lima, that the greatefi: fortunes 
have been raifed by it ; thofe Gn the contrary 
being rather defpifed, who, not being bieifed 
with a fufficient eftate, or through indolence, 
negleCl: to have recourfe to it for improving 
rheir fortunes. 

This. refource being introduced by a vain 
defire of the firft Spaniards to acq-uire wealth, 

is 
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is now the ·1:eal fupport of that fplendor in 
which thofe families live : and whatever re­
luctance the military gentlemen' might origi­
nally have to commerce, it was removed by a 
royal proclamation, by which it was declared 
that commerce in the In dies fuould not exclude 
from nobility or the military orders. 

Some of the eminent families have been long 
fince fcttled at Lima, whilfr the profperity of 
others is of a later date. 

The negroes, mulattoes, and theirdefcendants, 
form the greater number of the inhabitants, and 
of thefe is the greatefr part of the mechanics ; 
though here the Europeans alfo follow the 
fame occupations, which are not reckoned dif­
grf!.ccful at Lima, as they are at ~1ito. Since 
gain is in this place the univerfal paffion, the 
inhabitants purfue it by means of any trade, 
without regard to its being followed by mu­
lattoes; interefr here preponderating againft 
any other confideration. 

The third and lafr clafs are the Indians and 
Mefiizoes ; but thefe are very fmall in propor­
tion to the multitudes of the fecond claf..s, and 
the magnitude of the city. They arc chiefly 
employed in agriculture, making Gf earthen 
ware, and bringin~ of all kinds of provifions 
to market; domeitic fervices being principally 
performed by negroes and mulattoes, either 
flaves or free, though generally by the former. 

The ufual drefs of the men difFers very little 
from that worn in Spain; nor is the difrintlion 
between the feveral claffes very great ; for the 
ufc of all forts of cloth being allowed, every 
one wears whatever he can purchafe ; fo that 
it .is not at all uncommon to fee a mulatto or 

any 
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other mechanic dreffed in a tiffue, equal .to any 
thing that can be worn by a more opulent 

... perfon. 
·rhey all greatly afFeCt: fine cloaths; and it 

may be faid, that the finefr fl:ufls are more ge­
nerally fcen at Lima, than in any other places 
vanity, and ofrentation being under no refl:raint. 

Thus the great quantities brought in the gal­
·Ieons and regifi:er-1hips, though they fell here 
vafi:Iy beyond their prime cofi: in Europe, find a 
vent, the richefi: of them being ufed as cloaths, 
and worn with a careleffnefs little fuitable to 
their exorbitant price. But in this article the 
men are greatly exceeded by the women. 

But what is fi:ill more remarkable, the ladies 
carry their tafi:e for laces to a prodigious ex­
cefs : nor is this emulation confined to perfons 
of quality, it has fpread through all ranks, ex­
cept the Iowe.fi: clafs of negroes. The lace is 
fewed to their linen) which is always of the 

vfinefi: fort, though very little of it is feen, the 
greatefi: part being almo.fi: covered with lace. 
Thefe laces too mufi: be all of Flanders 
fabric, no women of rank deigning to look on 
any other. 

Their drefs is very different from the Eu­
ropean : it confifi:s of a pair of 1hoes, a fhift, 
a petticoat of dimitty, an open petticoat, and 
a jacket, which in fummer is of linen, in win­
ter of :fi:uff. To this fome add a manteiet, 
that the former may hang loofe. The diffe­
rence between this drefs and that worn at 
~1ito is, that at Lima it is much fhorter, the 
petticoat not reaching lower than the calf of 
the leg, from which, nearly to the ancle, hangs 
a border of very fine lace, through which the 
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ltoa:-.J ends of the garters are difcovered, being em-
opule~ broidered with gold or filver, and fometimes, 

thourrh not commonly, fet with pearls. The 
uppe~ petticoat, which is of v ]vet or fome rich 
fi:ufF, is fringed all round, and not lefs crouded 
with ornaments, which are always cxquifitely 
fine. T'he fhift-flecves, which are a yard and 
an half in length and two yards wi..,e, when 
worn for ornament, are covered with rolla of 
Ltce, variegated in a very elegant tafie. Over 
the !hift is worn the jacket, the fleeves of which 
are exce.ffivcly large, of a circular fie;ure, and 
conlifl: of rows of lace, or flips of cambric or 
lawn, with lace difpofed betwixt each, as are 
alfo the fhift-fleeves. The body of the jacket 
is tied on the lhoulders with ribbands, and the 
round fleeves of it, being tucked up to the 
ib.oulders, are fo difpofed with thofe of the lhift, 
as t~ form four wings. In fhort, the whole 
drefs taken together makes a very elegant fi­
gure. Tliey who ufe a clofe veft, fafl:en it witlt 
dafps, but wear over it the loofe j.1cket. • 

In the fummer they have a kind of veil, the 
fb1ff and fa{hion of which is, like t .at of the 
fuift and body of the veft, of the fin eft cambric 
or lawn, richly lace l. But in winttr the veil 
worn in their houfes is of bayes. Wh~n they 
go abroad, full drelfed, it is adorned like the 
fl~eves. They alfo ufe brown bays findy laced 
and fringed, and bordeu·d with flips of black 
velvet. Over the pettic <>t is an apron of the 
fame fiufF as the fleeves of the jacket, hanging 
down to the bottom of it. H ence !ome idea 
may be formed of the ex pence of fuch a drefs; 
nor will it a .pear firan~e that the marriage-
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fhi(t lhould coil a thoufand crowns, and fame­
times more. 

One particular upon which the women here 
extremely value themfelves, is the fize of their 
feet, a fmall foot being efi:eemed one of the 
principal beauties. From their infancy they are 
accufl:omed to wear fl:rait ihoes, fome qf which 
do not exceed five inches and an half, or fix 
inches in length ; fo that in women of a low 
:fiature they are frill Jefs. 

Their lhoes have little or no foie, one piece 
of cordouan ferving both for that and the upper 
leather; and of an equal bre.tdth and roundne{s 
at the toe and heel, fo as to form a long figure 

• of eight: but the foot not complying with this, 
brings it to a greater regularity. 1"'hefe !hoes 

. are alvvays faftened with diamonJ buckles, or 
fomething very brilliant, accordic.g to the abi-:' 
lity of the wearer ; for the ihe;es are made in 
fuch a manner that they never loofen of them­
felves, nor do the buckles hinder their being 
taken off. It is unufua1 to iet thefe bucklts 
with pearls. The {hoemakers take care to 
make them in a manner very little calcu1ateJ 
for f.· rvice. The ufual price is three half crowns 
a pair, while thofe embroidered with gold or 
filver cofi: from eight to ten crow.ns. The latter 
howe\rer are but little worn, as rather enlarging 
than diminiihing the appearance of a fmall 
foot. 

They are fond of white filk ftockings, made 
extremely thin, that their leg may appear the 
more fhapcly. 

vVhat hJs been already mentioned is only the 
more · common dreis of thcfe ladies ; a fiill 
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hio-her ic:ea of their magnificence will be had 
fr;m knowing the ornaments with which they 
are decorated in their vifits, and on public oc­
cafions. 

Their hair being naturally black, and reach­
ing below their waifis, they tie up b~hind in fix 
braided locks, through which a golden bodkin, 
a litt e bent, is inferted, and a clufter of dia,­
monds at each end. On this the locks are 
fufpended, fo as to touch the 1houlder. On 
the forehead and upper part they wear diamond 
aigrets, and the hair is formed into little curls, 
hanging from the forehead to the middle of the 
air, with a large patch of black velvet on each 
temple. 

Their ear-rings are of brilliants, intermixed 
with tufts of black filk, covered with pearls. 
Thefe are fo common an ornament, that, be­
fides the necklaces, they a! fo wear about their 
neck rofaries, the beads of which are pearl, 
either feparate or fet in clufters, to the fize of a 
large filbert; and thofe which form the crofs 
are Hill greater. 

Beftdes diamond-rings, necklaces, girdles, and 
bracelets, all very curious with regard to water 
and fize, many ladies wear other jewels fet in 
gold or in tombage. 

Laftly, from their girdle before is fufpended 
a large round jewel, enriched with diamonds, 
much mo~e fuperb than the br'acelets. A lady 
covered wtth the moft cxtenfive lace, and glit­
tering from head to fo<?t with jewels, is fuppofed 
to be dreireJ at the expence of not 1efs than 
30 or 40,000 crowns. A fplendor ftill more 
afronifhing, as it is fo very common ! 

N 2 A fond-
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A fondnefs for expence appears no lefs in the 

firange neglect and fmall value which they feem 
to fet on their rich apparel, by wearing them in 
a manner the mofl: carelefs, and by that means 
bringing on themfelves frelh charges in repair­
ing the old, or purchafing new jewels, efpeci­
ally pearls, on account of their fragility. 

The mofl: common of tne two drefies, when 
they go abroad, is the veil and long petticoat; 
the other is a round petticoat and mantalette. 
The former for church, and - the latter for tak­
ing the air or diverfions; but both richly em­
broidered with filver or gold. 

On Holy Thurfday they are dreffcd in the 
long petticoat, as on that day they vilit the 
churches, attended by two or three female Ne- · 
gro or .l\1.ulatto !laves, drcffed in an uniform like 
pages. 

With regard to their perfons, they are in 
general of a middling fl:ature, handfome, gen­
teel, and cf very fair complexions without the 
help of art; and they have ufuaily an enchant .. 
ing lufire and dignity in their eyes. Thefe 
perfonal charms are heightened by thofe of the 
mind; an eafinefs of behaviour, fo well temper­
ed, that whilfr it invites love it commands re­
fpeCl:. The ch:ums of their converfation are 
beyond expreffion, their ideas jufl:, their lan­
guage pure, and their manner inimitably grace­
ful. Thefe are the allurements by which great 
numbers of Europeans, forgetting the fair pro­
(pecls which they have at home, are induced to 
}aury and fettle here. 

One ohjcction againfi them, is, that being 
Joo well acquainted with their own excellei1cies, 

they 
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they are tainted with a haughtinefs which will 
[;.arcely ftoop to the will of their hufbands; 
yet by their addrcfs and infinuating com_?lai­
fance they fo far gain the afcendancy over 
them as to be left to their owt1 difcretion. 
\Vith regard to the independance they afFccr, 
it is no more than a cufi:om long efi:ablifhed ia 
the country : the hufbands therefore conform 
to the manners of the country; and this com­
plaiCmcc is rew~rded by the difcretion and af­
fection of their ladies, which are not to be pa­
ralelled in any other part of tbe world. 

They are fo exceffively fond of perfumes, 
that they always carry ambergris about them; 
putting it behind their ears , and in fevcral paitS 
of their cloaths. Not content with the natural 
fragrancy of flowers, which are a!fo a favourite 
ornament, the, fc;1tter perfumes evea on their 
nofegays. The moft beautiful llowers they: 
piace 1n their hair; and others, whi h are moH: 
V<lluablc for their odours, they fiick in th ~ir 
fleeves. The flower mofi in ufe is the chiri­
moya, which is of an exquifite (cent, though of 
a mean appear~mcc. 

'I'o this paffion for flowers it is' owing, 
that the grand fquare, every r, wning, on ac­
count of the vafi quantity of beautiful vege­
tables brought thither, h s the appearance of a 
fpacious garden, which {!ratifies the fmell and 
fight abundantly. The ladies refort thither in 
their cala!hes: and if their fancy ha1 pen to be 
pleafed, they make but 1itt1c fcruple with regarJ 
to their price. A fir<tnger has the pleafure of 
feeing affembled here not only the ladies, but 
every body of rank, whofe health and avocations 
-yvill admit of it. 

K3 The 
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The lower clafies of women, even to the 

very Negroc:., aH:-~ect, according to their abili­
ties, to imitate their betters, not only in the fa-
1hion, but alfo in the richnefs, of their drefs. 
None here are fcen without fhoes, as in ~1ito. 
A defire of being diftinguifued by an elegant 
drefs is univerfal. 'I'heir linen is always fiarch­
ed to a great degree, in order to difplay the 
cofily patterns of their laces. After this uni­
verfal paffion, their next earl? is cleanlinefs, of 
which the uncommon neatnefs of their houfts 
is a fufficient proof. 

They are natura)ly gay, fprightly, and jocofc, 
without levity; rcmarkab:y fond of mufic: fo 
that even among the loweH you are entertained 
with pieafing and agr;eable fongs. For the 
gratification of this paffion they have in general 
good voices, and fome of them are heard with 

. admiration. They are very fond of balls, 
where they difiinguiili themfclves equally by the 
gracefu1nefs and agility of their motions. In 
1hort, the reigning paffions of the fair at Lima, 
are lhew, mirth, and fefrivity. 
Th~ natural vivacity and penetration of the 

inhabitants of Lima, both men and women, 
are greatly improved by converfing with perfons 
of learning reforting thither from Sp.tin ; to 
which the cuftom of forming alfcmblies has al­
fo a great tendency. 

Though the natives have too great a 1hare of 
pride, they are not wanting in docility, when 
proper methods are taken. They infiantly lhew 
their reluCtancy to obey a command given with 
haughtinefs; but when delivered with mild­
nefs, equally obfequious. They are remarkably 
brave, and of fuch unblemiilied honour, as ne-

ver 
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ver to diffemble an affront received, or give onl' 
to others ; fo that they live together in a chcar­
ful and focial manner. The Mulattoes being 
1efs civilized, and having but !lender not"ons of 
the turpitude of vice and the excellence of vir­
tue, are haughty, turbulent, and quarrelfome; 
yet the mifchievous confequences of thefe vices 
are lefs common than might naturally be ex-­
peered in fuch a populous· city. 

The manners and difpofitions of the nobi i'ty 
correfpond with their rank and fortur e. Coul·­
t (y iliines in all their attions; 10 that the re­
ception which th y give to !hangers is cqual'y 
free from fawning flattery and a haughty re­
ftrve. Thus the Europeans, who vifit them, 
are charmed v. ith their probi y, politene['!;, can­
dour, and magnificence. 

The temperature of the air in Lima differs 
very widely from that of Carthagena, though 
in the fame latitude with it, namely, the one in 
the northPrn, and the other in tf.e .fouthern he­
mifphe~e : fvr as that of Carthagen~ is hot to a 
degree of inconvt:nience, this of Lima is per­
fectly agreeab!e; and the difference of the four 
feafons is fenfi.ble ; a1l of them arc moderate, 
and none of tbem troublefome. 

Spring begins towards the clofc of the year, 
• thac is, towards the end of November, or be­

g,inning of D ecember; but is to bl! underftood 
only of the heavens, as then the vapours, which 
filled the atmofphere duting the \-vir.ter, fub­
fide, the fun appears a ain, and the country 
1~0 begins to r v· ve. This is fucceeded by 
· mmer, Wt ich, though hot from the perpen­
di<:u' .1r dire ''lion of t e fun's ray.s, is far from 
h ing inful· 1ortable~ the heat bei11g moderated 
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by the S. winds, which at this fenfon alwar.5 
blow, though ~ith no great force. At the 
clofe of June, or beginnins of July, the winter 
begins, and continues till November or De­
cember, the autumn intervening between both. 
About this time the S. winds begin to blow 
:fhonger, and bring the cold with them, not 
indeed equal to that in countries where frww 
and ice are kno\vn, bu fo keen, that the lig~1 t 
drefi"es are bid br, anJ cloth or other warm 
fiuffs are worn. · 

The cold at Lima is owing to the v:inds, 
which, paffing over the frozen climes of the 
S. pole, bring along with th.:;m part of the fri­
gorific matter from thofe gelid regions. But 
as a fufficient quantity of thofe particles cou!d 
not be conveyed over fuch an immenfe fpace, 
<'!: is b~tween the frozen and torrid zon~ of its 
hemiiphere, nature has provided another expe­
dient; for during winter (he earth is covered 
with fo thick a fog, as entirely to intercept the 
fun's rays; fo that the winds being propagated 
under the lhelter of this fng, retain the p.uticles 
they contraCl:;d in the frozen zone. Nor is this 
fog confined to the country of Lima; it ex­
tends, with the fame denfity, northwards, thro' 
all the country of Valles, at the fame time 
filling the atmofphere of the fea. 

This fog feldom fails to cover the earth ~every 
day, and with a denfity that obfcures objects at 
any difl:ance. About ten or eleven it begins to 
difperfe, but is not totalJy, though it is then no 
impediment to the fight, intercepting only the 
fun's rays by day, and thofe of the ftars by 
night, the fky being continually covered, what­
eyer height the vapours Boat at in the atmo~ 
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fpherc. Sometimes, indeed; they are fo far 
difpe1fed as to admit of feeing the difk of the 
fun, yet flill precluding the heat of his rays. 

It is not unworthy of obfervation on this head, 
that at the difl-ance only of two or three leagues, 
the vapours are much more di1Iipatcd from n_9on 
to evening than in the city; the fun fully ap­
pearing, fo as to moderate the co1dnefs of the 
air. Alfo at C .. Jlao, which is only two leagues 
and an half from Lima, the winter js much 
mere mild, and the air clearer during that fea­
fon. For the days-at Lima are very melancholy 
and difagreeahle, not only on account of the 
darknefs; but frequent:y during the whole day 
the vap urs continue in the fame degree of den­
fity ··nd pofition, without breaking, or being 
elevated above the earth. 

It is in this feafon only that the vapours dif­
folve into a very fin all .ift or dew, called 
garua, and thus every where equally moiilens 
the earth ; by which means a 1 thofe hills, 
which, during the other parts of t!le year, offer 
nothing to the fight but rocks and wafies, are 
cloathed with verdute, and enamelied with 
flowers of the 1 ofi: beautiful colours, to the 
great joy of the inhabitants; who, as foon as 
the feverity of winter abates, refort into the 
country, which exhibits fo elegant an appear­
ance. · Thcfe garuas never fall in quantities 
fufficie:lt to damage the roads, or incommode 
the traveller. A very thin fi:uff will not foon 
be wet throu~h. But the continuance of the 

, mift during the whole winter, without being 
exhaled by the fun, -rcndcrs the mofl: arid and 
'barren parts ft:rtilc. · .For the fame reafon, they 
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turn the difagreeable dufi in the !treets of Lima, 
into a mud, which is rather more ofFenfive. 

The winds which prevail during the winter, 
are nearly, tho' not exactly, fouth: fometimes 
thifting a little to the S. E. between which and 
the S. they always blow. This was obferved 
to happen commonly during two winters refi­
dence; the one at Lima in 1742, and the other 
at Callao in I 7 4 3· The firft was one of the 
rnofi fevere that had ever been felt, and the 
cold general in all that part of America, S. to 
Cape Horn. In Cbili, Baldivia, and Chiloc, 
the cold was proportional to the latitudes: and 
at Lima it occafioned conftipations and fluxes; 
which fwept away fuch numbers, that it feem­
ed like a pefiilence. And tho' diforders of this 
kind are very common in the winter-feafon, 
they are rarely attended with the danger which 
then accomp:1nied them. · 

As an extraordinary fingularity is obferved in 
the kingdom of Peru ; namely, that it never 
rains; or, to ~'1~ak more properly, that the 
clouds do not convert themfelves into formal 
ihawers : and as rain is ·fddom or never feen at 
Lima, i :particular; fo that place is equaily free 
from tempefi _ ; that t hcfe wbo have n~ver vi­
:fited the mountains, nor t avelled into o her 
pans, as Guayaquil and Chili, are abfolu ~ e 
ftran0~rs to thunder and lightning, nothing of 
that kind being known here. Accordingly the 
inhabitants are extremely terrified, when they 
firft hear the former, or fee the latter. But it 
is very remarkable, that ,,dlat is here entirely 
unknown, ih'Ju]J be fo common at 30 leagues 
difiance, or even lefs, to the E. of Lima, it be-

. ing 
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·ng no further to the mountains, where vio­
lent rains and tempefis are as frequent as at 
~ito. 

The winds, tho' fcttled in the S. and S. E. 
' Points, arc fubjeB: to variations, but almofr im­
perceptible. They are alfo very gentle, and 
even in the feverefr winter never known to do 
any damage by their violence; fo that if this 
country were tree from other inconveniencies 
and evils, its inhabitants would have nothing 
to "de1i.re, in order to render their lives truly 
agreeable. But witb the;e fignal ~d vantages, 
nature has blended inconvcniencies which 
greatly diminHh their value, and remler this 
country even inferior to tho e on which nature 
has not befl:owed fuch great riches and f~rtiiity. 

It has been obferved , that the winds gene ... 
ra1ly prevailing in Valtes, throughout the year,. 
come from the S. But this admits of fame ex­
ce ticns; which, without any effe!1tial altera­
tion, implies, that they fo·netimcs co::ne from 
the N. but {() very f<!int a:> fc.:.rcely to move the: 
vaoes of ihips, and co.n1i£1: only of a very wea~ . 
agitation of the air, juH fu"'1cien to indicate 
t .at the wine\ is ~han"'ed to the S. This 
change is regular il vinter~ and with it the 
fog i r.me .ia ely begins. This breath of wind 
is r articular, that from tbe very in{~ant it 
begim, and before the mW: is condenfed, the 
inhabitants are unhappily fenfib1e of it by vio­
lent head-achs; fo as eafily to know what fort . 
of weather is coming on, before they fiir out 
of their chambers. 

One of the inconveniencies of Lima, during 
the fummer, is that of being tormented with ... 
fleas. and bugs, from which the utmoft care is 

ROt 
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not fufficient to free the inhabitants: Their 
prodigious increafe is partly owing to the dufr 
of that dung with which the ftreets are conti­
nually covered ; and pardy to the flatne[s of 
the roofs, where the fame duft, wafted thither 
by the winds, produces thefe troublefome in­
feCts, which are continually dropping through 
the crevices of the boards into the apartments; 
and by that means render it impoffible for the 
inhabi.tants, notwithfianding all their pains, to 
keep their houfes free from them. The mof­
quitos are very troublefome, but much Jefs fo 
than the former. 

The next, and indeed a moft dreadful C:r­
cumftance, is that of earthquakes, to which this 
~ountry is fo fubjecr, that the ichabitants are 
under continual apprehenfions of being, from 
their fuddennefs and violence, buried in the 
ruins of their own hou{es. Several deplorable 
inHanccs of this kind have happened in thig· 

· unfortunate city, and lately proved the total 
(]dhuction of its buildings. Thefe terrible 
concuffions of nature are not regular, either 
with regard to their continuance or violence : 
but the interval between them is never of a 
length fufficient to obliterate the remembrance 
of them. 

Thefe earthquakes, though fo fuclden, have 
their prefagcs. One of the principal of which 
is a rumbling noife in the bowels of the earth, 
about a minute before the 1hocks arc felt : and 
this noife does not continue in the place where 
it was fidl: prodL:ced ; but feems to pervade c.H 
the adjacent fubterraneou.s parts. This is fol­
lowed by difmal howlings of the dogs, which 
feernt 0 have the firfr perception cf the arproac h-

ing 
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ing danger. The beafrs of burden, paffing the 
flreets, H:op; and by a natural iufiinct fpread 
open their legs, the better to ftcure themlelves 
from falling. On thefe portents the terrified 
inhabitants fly from their houfes into tl e fireets 
with fuch precipitation, tha< if it happens in the 
night, they appear qu1te naked; fear, and the 
urgency ot the danger, banifhing at once all 
fenfc of decency. Thus the fireets exhibit fuch 
odd and finguLu figures, as might aff >rd matter 

' of divufio11, vere this a thing poilible in [~ 
dreadful a moment. 

This fu,1Jen concourfe is accompanied with 
the cries of children, waked out of their Deep, 
blcnued wi th the lamentations of the women, 
whofe agonizing prayers to the faints increafc 
the comrno fear 2nd confufion. The men are 
alfo too much afFeCl:ed to refrain from giving 
vent to th~ir terror; fo that the whole citv ex­
hibits one dreadful fcene of conftcrnatio~ and 
horror. Nor does this end with the fhoc:k, ~one 
venturing to return to their houfes, thro' fear of , 
a repetition, which frequently demolifhes thofe 
buildin6s whic had been w akened by the fidt. 

By atten :hn: to the exact .ime of five particu­
lar fuocks tn t e y ar 1742, betwe n the 9th of 
l\1ay and 14•h of October, they were found to 
happen indifferently at h ... lf-ehb, or half-flood, 
but n .vec at hif!h or lovv water ; which 'fuffici­
ently nfutes ' 1~n fume have confidently ad­
vanced, namely, th e<trthquakes ahnys ltap­
pen during the jix hours of ebb, but never dur­
ing the flv d. 

The nalure of th is country is fo adapted to 
earthquakes that ali ages have fcen their terrible 
dcvafrat:ons. 

Since 
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Since the year 1582, there have happened 

·about fifteen concuffions, befides that on the· 
281:h of October 17 46, at half an hour after ten 
at nig ht, five hours and three quarters before 
the full of the moon; which began with fuch 
violence, that, in little more than three mi-

,nures, the gt:eatefl: part, rr not all the buildings, 
great and frna ' l, in the whole city, were ddhoy­
ed; burying uncler their ruins thofe inhabitants 
who had not made fu:fficie nt hafte into the 
fireets and fquares-, the only places of fafety in 
thofe terrible convulfions of nature. At length 

' the dreadful effects of the firft ihock ceafed, but 
the tranquillity was of fhort duration; con­
cuffions returning fo repeatedly, that the inha­
bitants, according to the account fent of it, 
computed tv;o hundred in the fidl: twenty-four 
hours ; and to the 24th of February the fol­
lowing year, 1747, when the narrative was­
<.la.ted, no lcfs than four hundred and fifty 
fhocks were obferved : fome of which, if Jets 
permanent, were equal to the fidt in violence. 

rrhe fort of Callao, at the very fame hour, 
tumbled i-nto ruins. But what it fuf.fcred · 
from t~1e earthquake in its buildings, was in­
confiderable, w hen comp.a red with the terr:hle 
ca tafi rop11e v.rh ich followed. For the fca, as is , 
ufual on fuch occafions, receding to a confider­
able difrance, returned in mountainous waves, 
foaming with the violence of the agitation, 
and fu ddenly turned Callao and the neighbour­
ing country into a fea. This was not however 
totally performed by the firft [welling of the 
waves. For the fea retiring further, returned 
w~th frill greater impetuofity, the fl:upendous 
water covering both the wails, and other 
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buildings of the place; fo that whatever h~tti 
ef~apcd the firH, was now totally overwheimed 
by thofe terrible mountains of waves : and no­
thing remained, except a piece of the all of 
the tort of Santa Cruz, as a memorial of this 
terrible devafiation. Here were th :..n twenty­
three thips and veffels, great and !mall, in the 
harbour, of which nineteen were abfolutely 
funk, and the other four, among \Vhich was a 
frigate, c~lled St. Fcrmin, carried by the force 
of the waves to a confiderable difiance up the 
cc•Jn(ry. 

This terrible inundation extended to other 
parts on the coail, as Cavallos and Guanape: 
and the towns of Chancay, Guaura, t~nJ the 
valleys della Baranco, Sape, and Pativilca, un­
derwent the fame fate as the city of Lima. 

T-he number of perfons who perifued in the 
ruins of that city, before the 3 rfi of the fame 
month of October, according to the bodies · 
found, amounted to I 3co, befides the maimed 
and wounded, many of which only lived a 
ihort time, and that in torture. At C-.llao, 
where the number of inhabitants amounted to 
above 4000, 200 only efc:aped; and twenty-two 
()f thefe hy meaus of the abovementioned- frag­
ment of a wall. 

According to an account fent to Lima after 
this accident, a volcano in Lucanas bud! forth 
the fame night, and ejected fuch quantities of 
water, that the whole country was oved1own : 
and in the mountain near Patas, called Con­
verfiones de Caxamarquilla, three other vol­
canoes burft, Jiflharging fri~htful torrents 
of water ; and in the fame manner as that of 
Carguayralfo. 

Some 
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Some days before this deplorable event, fub­

terrancous noifes were heard at Lima; feme­
times like the bellowings of oxen, and at 
others the d i fcharge of artillery. And even 
after the earthquake, they were frill heard dur-

. ing the filence of the night: a convincing 
proo f thi t: , that the inflammable matter was not 
totally exhaufied, nor the caufe of the £hocks 
abfolutt>ly removed. 

Thoug h the fummer here, as has been al­
ready obferved, is confiderabJy warm; yet is it 
not productive of venomous creatures, which 
in this country are not known. And the fame 
mJy be faid of all Valles ; though there are 
fome parts, a~ Tumbez aud Piura, where the 
heat is nearly equal to that at Guayaquil This 
fingularity therefore can proceed from no other 
cau!e than the natural drou6 ht of the c1i­
mate. 

The difiempers mofr common at Lima, are 
malignant, intermitfing, and catarrhous fevers, 
pleurifies, arrd confiipations: and thefe rage con­
tinually in the city. The fmall-pox is alfo 
known here, as at Qyito, but is not annu:>J ; 
but when it prevai ls, gre'at numbers are fwept 
away by it. Convulfions like .vife are very 
c ommon, and 110 lefs fatal. This diforder, 
f1ough unkn r) wn at ~1ito, is frequent all over 
V a11es, but more dangerous in fome parts than 
in others. 

This diftempcr is divided into two kinds; 
., the common or partial, and t he maLignant or 

arched convulfions. They both come on, 
·when nature is firuggling in the cr ifis of fomc 
acute diftemper: but with this important differ­
ence, that thofe attacked with the fonr.er, often 

recove:, 
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recover, tho' the greater part die on the 3d or 
4th day, the term of its duration : while 
thofe who have the misfortune of being attack­
ed by the latter: fink under it in two or three 
days, . it being very extrao1dinary for any to re­
cov"r. 

The fpafms, or convullions, confift in a tc tal 
inactivity of the mufcle~, and a confiri3:ion of -
the nerves of the whole body, beginnrng with 
thofe of the head. Add to this a pungent hu­
mour difperfing itfelf thro' all tbe membra 1cs of 
the body, and caufing infuppoitab:e pains: fo 
that the gro:H.ing pcttient labours umLr incon­
cei\•nble tortures, which are fiill increafe on 
his being moved, tho' with the greatefi care and 
gentlenefs, from one fide to the other. 'l'he 
throat is fo contraCted that nothing can be con­
veyed into the fiornach. The jaws are alfo 
fometimes fo clofe1y locked, that it is impoffible 
to open them. Thus the miferablc patient lies 
withou-- motion, and tortured in every part of 
his body, 1till nature, quite ex:1aufied, falls a 
vitl:im to this deleterious dittemper. 

In the partial kind, the pulfe is no more af­
feB:ed than in the diflcmper which preceded it; 
and commonly abates the violence of a fever : 
but in the malignant kind augments it, the cir­
culations being quickened. The patient tlfually 
falls into a lethargy, but which does not remove 
the torturing fenfatiun of the punCtures, often 
fa infuPt')Ortable, that the miferable patient 
l'iolently turns himfelf, and thus augments his 
agonies. 

'I'he malignant or arched fpafm is, even in 
the fidl: fl:age, fo violent, as to caufe a contrac­
tion of the "nerves of the vertebrre, from the 

brain 
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brain downwards : and as the difl:emper in­
creafes, the nerves become more and more con­
ftriB:ed, that the body of the patient inclines 
backward into an arch, and all the bones be­
come di!located. 

It is common, at the beginning of this cif­
temper, to be totally convuHed: fa that every 
part is affected, and during the continuance is 
deprived of all fenfation; 'tiil nature being·in­
tii ely fpent, -t:1e lethargic fits fucceed; and it is 
generally in one of thefe that the. patient 
breathes his lafr. 

'I'hc ufual method of treating this difiemper, 
is, by keeping both the bed aml the c~1amber 
very cloie, even with a fire in it, that the pores. 
being opened by the heat, the tranfpiration may . 
be the more copious. Laxative clyfl:ers are often 
injected. External applications are alfo made, 
to foften the parts, and open the ducts. For 
the fame intention, cordials and diuretic draughti 
are prefcribed; alfo the bath : but the latter 
only at the beginning of the firfr Hage. 

The women of Lima are fubjetl: to a difiem­
per extremely painful, very contagious, and al-' 
mofi: incurable; tiamely, a cancer in t ''e ma­
trix: . which even at the beginning is attended 
with fuch excruciating pains·, that their lives. 
are one continued feries o£ groans. 

This difi:emper comes on fo imperceptibly, as 
not to be indicated by the countenance or pulfe, 
'till at its height. And fuch is the contagion of 
it, that it is contracted only by fitting in the 
fame chair commonly, ufed by an infected per­
fan, or wearing her cloaths. But what is mofl: 
furprifing, is, that it has not been known to af­
fect the men, hu!bands ufually li\'ing with their 

wives 
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wives 'till the lafi fiage of the difi-emper. One 
eau re affigneJ for this malady is their ex­
ceflive ufe of perfumes, which they always 
carry about them. 

S1ow or hetl:ic fevers alfo prevail greatly in 
thcfc countries, and are likewife contagious: 
but more frcm a want of proper care in the fur­
niture and apparel of their p~rfons infetl:ed, 
t:lan any malignancy of the climate . . 

The venereal di!eare is equa!Iy common in 
this country. It is indeed general in all that 
part of America ; and little attention is given 
to it ti:l arrived to a great height. 

It would be natural to think, .that a country., 
where rain is feldom or never known, mufi: of 
neceffity be totally barren: whereas L. m a en­
joys a fertility to be envied, producing all kinds 
of grain, :md a. vafi: variety of fruits. Here 
induftry and art fupply that moifture which the 
clouds feem to withhold, and the foil is by this 
means rendered remarkably fruitful amidft a. 
continual drought. 

It was one of the principal cares of the yncas 
to cut and difpofe in the mofl: advantageou::; 
m::nner, trenches or fmaH canals, in order to 
condu8: the waters of the rivers to not~rilli evety 
part, and render large fields capable of produc­
ing grain. The Spaniards finding thefe ufef 1 
works ready executed to their hand~, took earl! 
to keep them in the fame· order. And by the[e 
are watered the fpacious fields of wheat and · 
barley, large meadows, plantations of fu~. r 
canes, and olive tree, vineyards, and gardens of 
all kinds, which yield uncommon plenty. 

LIPES, a juri aitlion of the archbifhopric of 
thei! Plata in Peru, contiguous to that cf Porco, 
~J and 
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and extending about thirty-five leagues. The 
air is extremely cold; fo that grain and fruit 
thrive very little h!:rc; but it abounds in caHle, 
common to fuch provinces where the heaths 
and mountains are of a height to render the 
air continually cold. Here are alfo mines of 
gold, but at prefent neglected. That of St. 
Chrifropher de Acochala was formerly one of 
the moit famous filver mines in Peru, the metal 
in fome parts of it being cut out with a chiffel; 
but it is now no longer worked, probably for 
want of hands. 

LoB os de la Mar, or the Ifle Gf Lobos, the 
name of fcveral ilbn~s in the Pacific ocean ; 
but two of the .largeft have the name, to difiin­
guilh them from others, called Lobos de la 
Terra, from their not being above two leagues 
from the land. :fhey both lie in the kingdom 
of Peru, in lat. 6. 50. S. about fixteen leagues 
from the continent, and are about fix miles in 
length. 

Near the eafiermoft is another ifland, _about 
half a mHe long, with fome rocks and bre:1ken 
all JOund it, near the £bore, efpecially on each 
fide of the entrance into the road,- where the 
lhor is bold, and has no vifiblc danger. There 
is a paffarre for boats to windward to come into 
the road, which is tituated on the leeward fide 
of thefe iflands, and a found between them. It 
is not half a mile broad, but double that in 
depth, has from ten to twenty fathom water, 
and good anchorage. No !hips can come in, 
but to leeward of the ilbnds. On the eaHer­
moft of them is a round hammock, and behind 
it a fmall cove, where the water is fmooth, 
deep, and very convenient for careening lhip<l. 

I 
The 
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The foil is a hungry, white, clayi!h earth, 
mixed with fand and rock. 

LoN·noN, New, a county of New England 
in N. America. It is the firfr from that of 
Hertford upon the coafi. The ea11 parts of it 
are pleafant and fruitful; but the wefi fwampy 
and mountainous. 

LoNG-ISLAND, fometimes called Naffau­
ifiand, a large ifland in the province of New- ­
York. It has Staaten-ifland, and that in which 
New-York lies, on the N. and N. W. the co­
lony of Connrcfcut on the N. and the Atlan­
tic' ocean on the E. and S. lt is not above 
18 miles ih breadth, but 120 in length, fhetch­
i.ng itfelf along Fairfield-county in New-En­
gbnd, near the mouth of Hudfon's river, be­
ing furnithed every where with convenient har­
bours. A channel of 100 miles long, and 12 

broad, divides it from the continent. I_t con­
t2ins the counties of Suffolk, Richmond, and 
~teen's county. The trade which the Englif'h 
drive here i~ in furs and {kins; tobacco, as good 
as that of Maryland ; ho fes, beef, pork, 

· peas, wheat, and all forts of Ep.glith grain, 
which here yield a very great increafe. Thefe 
they fend to the fi gar-colonies, and have fu­
gar, rum, cotton, and indigo in retnrn. The 
foil is likewife {o good, that all other fruits 
and vegetables th~ive here, together \Vith 
flax, hemp, pumkins, melo11s, &c. In the 
middle of it is Salifbury pbin, fixteen miles 
long anrl four broad, without a flick or a fione 

, on it. 
There being an excellent breed of horfes in 

this if1and, the militia regiment is cavalry: and 
fuip·. t .• ere are races on the plain twice a year for a 
Tee filvcr 
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Coza and r-.1ii1ilippi, kindly entertained the 
Engliili refi.Jing among them feveral years, and 
carried on a fafe and peaceable trade with them, 
'till about the year I 7 I 5; when by the intrigues 
of the Fre11ch, they were either murderc·d, or 
obliged to make room for thefe new invaders, 
who unjufily po!feffed and fortified the fame 
ftations, in order to curb the natives, and cut 
off their communication with the Engliih trad­
ers : by this means they engroffed a profi·able 
trade, for above 500 miles, of which the Bri­
tiih fubjeC1s were a few years ago the foie 
mafl:ers. 

LouiSBOURG, the capital of the illand of 
Cape Breton in N. Ame1 ica. Its harbour is 

· one of the fin eft in that country, bt: ing almofi: 
four leagues in circuit, and fix or feven fathom 
water in every p:ut of it. 

The anchorage, or mooring, is good, and 
fhips may run a-ground without any danger. 
Its entrance is not above 300 toifes in breadth, 
formed by two fmall i!lands, and is known 
twelve leagues off at fea, by Cape Lorembec, 
fitua.ted near the :r+J. E. fide of it. Here is vafr 
plenty of coJ, and the fi!hcry may be continued 
from April to the clofe of December. 

It was taken from the French by the Engli{h 
fleet, . under Sir Peter vVarrrn, and our Ame­
rican forces, commanded by Sir 'Villiam Pcp­
perel, in the year 1745, but afterwards rcfto,red 
to France, by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, in 
1748. . . 

It was again taken by the Engli!h, under the 
commzmd nt AJm r,.J Bofcawen and Lieutenant­
General Amherfr, on the 27t of July I 7 _:8, 
and its fortifications Dnce demolifhcd ; fo that 

it 



:a :n~d tee 

year~, ana 
ith them, 
e J~trigu e3 
der.Cl er 
in\a~e!!, 
t~e f::m: 
, an: cut 

!
liili t:aj. 
pron:ab~ e 
the Bn. 
the foie 

i~and of 
arbour i! 
galmol1 
n fat~om 

o~, ana 
rlan.;er. 
orea~ tn , 
kmwn 

remoec, 
re isvafr 

ntinuea 

ten~nt· 

y I ;;~, 
fo ~~~ 

LOU 
it would be fuperfluous to defcribe works which 
t~ave now no exifience. 

The town of Louiibourg £lands on a point 
of land on the S. E. fide of the ifland ; its 
fireets are regular and broad, confifiing for the 
mofi part of ftone houfes, with a large parade 
at a little difiance from the citadel; the infide 
of which is a fine fquare, near zco feet every 
way. On its N. fide, while poffefred by the 
French, ftood the Governor's houfe and the 
church; the other fides were taken up with bar­
racks, bomb-proof; in which the French fe­
cured their women and children during the 
ficee. The town is near half an Englifh mile 
in length, and two in circuit. . 

The harbour is more than half an Englifh 
mile in breadth, from N. \V. to S. E. in the 
narroweft part; and fix miles in length, from 
N. E. to S. W. In the N. E. part of the 
harbour is a fine careening wharf to heave 
down, and very fecure from all winds. On 
the oppofite fide are the fifhing fiages, and 
room for 2000 boats to cure their filh. 

In winter, the harbour is totally impraeti­
cablc, being entirely frozen, fo as to be walked 
over: that feafon begins here at the clofe of 
November, and·lafis till May or June: fome­
t1mes the frofis fet in fooner, and are more in­
tenfc; as particularly in 1745, when by the 
middle of October, a great part of the harbour 
was already frozen. 

The principal, if not the only, trade of Lou­
i!bourg, is the cod-fifuery, from which vaff: 
profi ts accrued to the inhabitants ; the plenty of 
filh being remarkable, and at the fame time 

VoL. H. 0 better 
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better than any about Newfoundland. Their 
wealth confified in their frorehoufes, fome 
within the fort, and others along the fuore ; 
and in the number of filhing barks. One 
inhabitant maintained forty or fifty, with three 
or four men to each, with a fettled falary, 
but were obliged to deliver a certain number 
of fiandard fifh. So that the cod-fiorehoufes 
never failed of being filled againfr the time 
the fhips reforted hither from mofi of tile ports 
of F ranee, with provifions and other goods 
in exchange for this filh, or the inhabitants 
configned it to be fold in France : veiTels alfo 
from the French colonies of St. Domingo and 
Martinico, brought fugar, tobacco, coffee, .rum, 
&c. and returned loaded with cod: and any 
furplus, after Louifbourg was fupplied, found a 
vent in Canada ; the return from which was 
made in beavers fkins and other fine furs. 

Loui!bourg was not, however, the only port 
where the French veffels loaded with cod, 
greater numbers _going themfelves to fiih at 
Newfoundland, off the coaft of Petit Norde, 
and on the Banks. 

Befides the inhabitants of Louifbourg, great 
numbers of French were fettled along the 
coafrs of the neighbouring iflands, particularly 
that of St. John, where befides their dwell­
ings, they had fiorehoufes and filhing tackle: 
which· being the mofi: profitable occupation, 
and the gain lefs uncertain, very few applied . 
themfelves to the cultivation of the lands, 
which is indeed during the winter covered with 
fnow, fometimes to the depth of three or four 
feet, and not diifolvcd till the fummer is pretty 

far 
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far aavanced; fo that hufbandry feemed to ;ra t 
a req~liiite time for the ~rodutts to attain their 
proper maturity. 

Louifbourg lies in lat. 45· 50. N. and 1ong. 
52. 47· W. from the meridian of the Lizzard; ' 
or sH. 35· from that of London, or 6r. frotn 
that of Paris. 

LouiSIA.' A, or NEw FRANCE, a country 
of N. America, of pretty large extent. It is · 
bounded on the S. by the Gu!ph of fviexico; 
on t~~e N. by the ri\'er Illinois, and the terri­
tories of the Paniaffus, Paoducas, Ofages, Tro­
nonte, ·rccagas, Chavano_ns, and other wild . 
!ndians ; on the E. by part of Florida, Gear-· 
gia, and Carolina ; and on the W. by New 
lVlexico, and New Spain. It ftretches from N. 
to S. about 15 degrees; namely, from lat. 25. 
to 40. N. and from E. toW. about ten or ele­
ven degrees; that is, from long. 86. to 96. or 
97. for the limits are not precife1y fixed. :rvr. 
de Li11e gives it a much greater extent, efpeci­
aUy on the N. fide, which he joins to Canada: 
fo that part of it is bounded by New-Y orkS> 
Penfylvania, Virginia, &c. and on the W. by 
the rivers Bravo and Salado. 

Notwithfianding the feveral attempts of the 
Spaniards and French to make 1cttlements in 
this country, wnich generally mifcarried, it ap­
pears that the latter had hardly any tolerable 
fettlements in it till 1720, except that of Hle 
Dauphine, on the banks of the Mobile, about 
")O leagues E. of the mouth of the Miffifippi. 
'rhey have indeed increafed their fettlements 
fince, both along fome of the coafis, and the 
banks of the Mobile and lVIiffifippi : but they 

0 z kem 
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feem to be Hill inconfiderabie, that of Ifle 
Dauphine and Fort Lewis excepted. 

The inhabitants of Louifiana differ in ge­
neral from thofe of Canada, in being more 
fprightly and active, lefs thoughtful and mo­
rofe; their Chiefs are more abfolute, and their 
government more polite. They knew nothing 
of any infhuments made of iron and fieel, 
much lefs of fire·arms, 'till the coming of the 
French, all their cutting tools being very in­
gcnioufly made of lharp .flints, and they ufed 
them with equal dexterity. Their principal 
ornaments are bracelets, pendants, and collars; 
fome of pearl, but fpoiled for want of knowing 
how to bore them. 

Several of the rivers which overflow at certain 
feafons, render the country very pleafant and 
fertile. Nothing is more delightful than the 
meadows, which are well adapted to agricul­
ture. In fome parts the ground yields three or 
four crops : for the winter confifis only in 
heavy rains, without any nipping frofrs. 

AJI the trees known in Europe flourilh 
here, Jogether with a great variety of others 
unknown to us ; fuch as the tall cedars, which 
difiil an odoriferous gum ; and the cotton-tree, 
which is here of a prodigious .height. 

The whole country abounds with variety of 
game, fowl, cattle, and every thing neceffary 
for life. 

Louifiana abounds with rivers, the principal 
of which, befides the Miffifippi, arc, St. Fran­
cis, the river of Oxen, the Black river, and the 
Mobile, which waters one of the finefr countries 
in the world, and forr11s at its mouth a noble bay. 
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The eafiern parts of Louifiana, belonging to 

the Engliili, are impowered by the royal pa­
tents to extend their colonies of Carolina, Vir­
ginia, and Pennfylvania, a~ far as they pleafc; 
io that the French muft be circumfcribed with­
in very narrow limits, if not obliged to evacuate 
the whole country. 

LoxA, or Lo J A, a city of ~ito in S. 
America. It is ~he capital of a junfdiCl:ion of 
the fame name, and lies 215 miles E. of P.tyta, 
in lat. 5 deg. 10 min. S. long. 77 deg. 10 min. 
W. Befides two churches, it has feveral reli­
gious foundations ; as, a college of jefuits and 
an hofpital, with fourteen v1llages in its dif­
tritt. 

The jurifdiB:ion of the fame name produces 
the famous fpecific for intermitting fever~, 
knnwn by the name of Cafcarilb de Loja, 
Qtinquina, or Jcfuits bark. Of this fpccJfic 
t~. re are feveral kinds, but one more efficacious 
than the others. Its beft fpecies has been mi­
nutely defcribed by the ingenious botanifr ~.1. 
Juficu,. who at the fame time inftruCled the In­
dians employed in cutting it, how it might be 
fcnt unmixed to Europe. He alto infrrutl:ed 
them how to make an extraB: of it; whicl is 
now generally ufed in all kinds of fevers. The 
ufual height of the ,tree is about two fathon s 
and an half. The Indians cut it down, after 
which they bark it, and dry the quinquina. 

The juriCJiEI:ion of Loja has alfo a great ad­
vantage in breed:ng cochineal, an infect from' 
which the dyers extract their beautiful fcarlets. 
It is produced on a plant known by the name 
of t opal, or nopalleca, the Indian fig-tree. 
The infect, in feveral circumfiances, is analo-
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gous to- the llik-worm, particularly in the man­
Jler of depofiting its eggs. The method of 
killing the cochineal is with hot water, fire, or 
the rays of the fun ; but the lall feems to bid 
faireft for performing it in the moft perfect 
manner. 'rhe infects deftined for propagation 
are put into a box well clofed, and lined with a 
coarfe cloth; and in this confinement they lay 
their eggs, and afterwards die: at the proper fea­
fon the infeCl:s are removed to t!1e no pal, from the 
rnofi fucculent juice of which they extract their 
nouri.lliment, by means of their probofcis, with­
out any vifible injury to the plant. 

The principal countries where the cochineal 
infects are bred, are Oaxaca, Flafcala, Chulula~ 
Nueva Gallicia, and Chiapa, in the kingdom of 
New-Spain. But in Oaxaca alone they are 
gathered in large quantities, and form a branch 
()f commerce; whereas in others the inhabi­
tants take but little trouble, and the infects 
breed wild, and are called grana fylveftre, but 
in England generally known by the name of 
cochineal meHique • 

.. 'I'he inhabitants of Loja, caUed Lojanos, do 
not exceed Io,ooo fouls, though formerly far 

, more numerous. In this jurifdiction numerous. 
droves of horned cattle and mules are brecl, to 
fuppl y the others of the province, and even 

• that of Piura. The carpets alfo manufaB:ured 
here :ue of a remarkable finenefs. 

The decline of the gold-mines of the town 
of Zeruma, _ which is to be imputed to the ne­
gligence of thofe concerned in working them, ' 
has been very difadvantageous to the whole de­
partment of Loja, and confequently diminifued 
t,he number of its inhabitants. 

LucANAs, 
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LucANAS, a jurifdiction in the di9cefe of 

Guamanga, in Peru. It begins about twenty-' 
five or thirty · leagues S. W. of Guamanga. 
~ts temperature is cold and moderate. The 
parts where the former prevails, large droves of 
all forts of cattle are bred ; and thofc of the 
latter, are fertile in grain, herbs, and fruits. 
It likewife abounds in valuable filver mines, 
the chief riches of Peru ; and by that mean;; 
is now the centre of a very large c mmerce ; 
great numbers of merchants reforting hither 
with their goods; and others for pnrchafing 
fuch provifions as their own countries do not: 
afford. 
· LucA YA, or BAHAMA IsLANDS, a clufter 
of iflancls in the At1antic ocean, difcovered by 
Cclumbus in his long fearch after America. 
See BAHAMA. 

LuCIA, St. by the French called Sainte 
Aloufie, from its being difcovered on St. Lu­
cia's day; one of the Caribbee iflands, fix: 
miles S. of Martinico, and twenty-one N. W. 
of Barbadoes. It is about twenty-three miles 
long, and twelve broad. Here are feveml hills, 
two of which beit~g very round and fh.~ep, a1 e 
called the pins-heads of St. Lucy, and fa id to 
be volcanos. At the foot of them are fine 
valleys, having a good foil, 2nd well watered. 
In thefe are tall trees, with the timber of which 
the planters of Martinico and Barbadoes build 
their houfes and wind-mills. Here is a1fo plenty 
of cocoa and fufiic. 

The air is reckoned hea1thy, the hills not 
being fo high as to intercept the trade-wind , • 
whrth always fan it from the E. by which 
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means the heat of the climate is moderated, 
and rendered agreeable~ 

In St. ·Lucia are feveral commodious bays 
and harbours, with good anchorage; particu-

_larly one, called the Little Carcenage, at which 
the Engliih not long fince intended to have 
built a fort. Here veifels might -fafely careen, 
and lie fecure in all forts of weather. 

This ifland has been poife.ffed and quitted by 
the Englilh and French alternately, more than 
once. But at 1a!l: the Courts of both nations 
agreed, about the year I 722, that St. Lucia, to­
gether with St. Vincent, and Dominica, lhould 
be evacuated, 'till the right to them was amicably 
determined. But it foon appeared incontefia­
bly to belong to the Englifu. In confequence 
of which King George I. granted St. Lucia and 
St. Vincent to the late Duke of Montague,. 
who fent thither at a vafi expence, Captain 
Uring, his Deputy-Governor, &c. with plant­
ers, arms, tools, and all the neceifaries for that 
,tmrpofe, on board feven !hips, under convoy of 
the Winchelfea man of war, and were landed 
fafe in .St. Lucia; but, after a lhort Hay, were 
obliged, by a fuperior force from Marti1iico, to 
reimbark, and the ifland to remain neutral 
"'till the feveral claims on both fides were de­
cided. But the French have fince taken pof­
fe.flion of jt, and built feveral fortifications, in 
breach of the treaty. It lies in lat. 13. 45· N. 
long. 61. \V. 

LUMLEY's INLET, a gufph of the North­
main, in the ArB:ic countries of America. It 
lies on the eafiern coaft, and is fituated E. of 
Whitebear-bay. 
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M /1 C 
LYN, a market town of Effcx county, an 

Malfachufet Proper, in New-England. It li e5 
at the· bottom of a bay, S. of Marble-head, and 
near a river, which at the breaking up of win­
ter, and the melting of the ice and fnow, runs 
into the fea with a very rapid current. 

lVI A C 

MACHANGARA, a river formed by 
the junB:ion of feveral ftreams, ilfuing 

from the S. and '\V. fides of the Panecillo, or 
fu6ar-loaf mountain, on the S. W. fide of 
Qtito, in Peru. It wallies the fouth p. rts o 
that city, and has a ftone-bridge over it. 

!..1AcAs, the fouthern di{hi8: of Qyixos, a 
government of Peru, in S. America. It is 
bounded on the E. by the government of May­
nas ; on the S. by that of Bracamoros and Ya­
guarfongo; and on the '\V. the E. Cordillera 
of the Andes divides it from the jurifdictions of 
Riobamba and Cuenca. Its capital is the city 
of 1\1. cas, the name commonly given to the 
wh le country. 

The vicit{ity of 1\tlacas •o the Cordillcr~ 
caufcs a fenfihle difference between its tempe­
rature, and that of Qyixos. Thus winter be­
gins here in April, and lafl:s 'till September,. 
which is the time of fummer between the Cor­
dilleras. But at Macas the fine fcafon .is in. 
~· ten1ber ; and is the more pltafant on ac-· 
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:count of the winds, which, for the moH part, 

4 ue then northerly. The ~tmofphcre is clear, 
the iky ferene, and the earth cloathed in its 
various beauties ; at which the inhabitants re­
joice, the horrors of winter being pafr, which 
are here very dreadfuL 

It produ'ces, in great pTcnty, grain and fruits, 
which require a hot an(i moifr temper~ture. 
:But one of the principal occupations of the 
country- people here is in cultivating tobacco,. 
which being excellent in its kind, is exported 
in rolls to Peru. Sligar-canes thrive well here, 
and ~onfequently cotton. But the dread of the 
wild Indians, who have often ravaged the · 
country, intimid<ttes the inhabitants fo that they 
·plant no more than ferves for prefent ule. 

Among the vafi variety of trees which crowd 
the woods, is the fiorax, whofe g~m is exqui­
fitely fragrant, but fcarce; the trees growing at 
fome difrancc from. the vilhges; and it is dan­
gerous going into the forefrs, by reaftm of the 
Indians : the fame may be faid with regard to 
the mines of ultra marine, from which very 
l-ittle is extraCted, but a finer colour cannot be 
im:Jgi_ned. 

Tne territory of ~Aacas 1ikewife produces 
cinnamon trees-, faiJ to be of a fuperior quality 
to thofe of Ceylon. The bloffim1 alio, both in 
tafl:e and fragrancy, far €Xceeds that of the Eaft 
lndies. 

Great quantities of copal are exported from 
l\!Iacas, as likewife wild wax ; but the latter is 
of (~all value. For, befides being reddifh, it 
never harden3; and the candles made of it, 
when hurnt, give a very difagreeable fmell. 

M~ CHA:LA., 
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MACH"ALA, a town of Guayaquil~ on th. 

coafr of Tumbez, in Peru ; at prcfcnt in a de-­
dining ftate. 

The jurifdiB:ion of the fame name produces 
great quantities of cocoa, reckoned the bell: in 
all Guayaquil. In its neighbourhood are great 
numbers of mangles, or mangrove trees, whofe 
fiJrcading branches and thick trunks cover all 
the plains ; which, I ying low, are frequently 
overflown. This tree divides itfe1f into very 
knotty and difrorted branches, and from each. 
knot a multitude of others germinates, forming 
an impenetrable thicket. The wood of the 
mangrove-tree is fo heavy, as to fink in water; 
and when ufed in fuips, &c. is found very 
durable, being fubjeB: neither to fplit or rot. 

The Indians of this jurifdiCl:ion pay their 
annual tribut~; in the wood of the mangrove­
tree. 

fvlADERA, one of the largeft rivers that falls­
into the famous lVhranon, or River of Ama­
zons, in S. America. In 1741 the Portugucfe 
failed up this frream, 'tiil they found themfelves 
near Santa Cruz de la Sierra, betwixt lat. 17. 
and r8. S. From this river downwards the Ma­
ranon is known among them by the name of 
the River of Amazons ; and upwards they give 
it the name of the River of Solimocs. ' 

MADRE DE PoP:A, a town -and COl'Vent of 
'"'"'erra Firma, in S. America, fituateJ on the 
river Grande. The pilgrims in S. America re-· 
fort in great numbers to this religious foilnda­
tion, which is there in a]mofl: as great reputa­
tion as the Santa Ca-fa,. or Holy Houfe of Lo­
retto, is in Europe; great number3 of miracles 
being faid to have been wrought here by the 
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Ho y Virgin, in favour of the Spani{h ffec~· 
and their failors, who arc therefore very liberal 
.'in their donations at her fhrine. It lies fifty-. 
four l!li!es. E. of CarthagenJ, lat. 10 deg. 5 I 
mi.n. N. lo11g. 76 deg. 15 min. W. 

!:.1AGDAL.EN A, a large river, the two prin­
cipal fources of which are at no great diibncc· 
frorl'! the city of Popayan in Tcrr.1 li'irma, S. 
America. Bclcazar, by going down this river, 
found a pailage to the N. fea; and returned to 
Old Spain, in order to follicit the tide of go. 
vernor of the country which he had dif·overed,. 
conquered, and peopled. This river, after 
·uniting its waters with the Cance, takes the 
name of Grande,. and falls into the N. fea bc­
]ow the town of Madre de Popa . 
• Iv1AGD.ALEN, CAPE OF, a promontory in 
the centre of Canada, N. America, .:here· 
there is an iron mine, which promifes great ad--. 
\:antages, both with regard to the goodnefs of 
th~ metal, and the plenty of the ore. _ 

l'viAGELLAN STREIGHTs, a pafiage into the· 
S. fea, lying between Jar. 52. and 54· S. and 
between long. 76. and 84. W. It is upwards. 
of 300 miles in length, from Cape Virgin in .­
the Atlantic, to Cape Defire in the Pacific. 
ocean;. in fome places feveralleagues .over, and 
in others not h~If a league. Thefe fheights. 
were difcovercd, and pdled through, in the year 

'1520, by Ferdinando 1\.fagellan, a Portuguefe,. 
in the fervic~ of the Crown of Spain, while 
in queft of a W .. paffitge to the E. Indies :. 
which he accordingly performed ; hut was un-. 
fortunately killed in the Molucca iflands. His 
,fui-p) howeve1.·, returned by the Cape of Gocd 
!c.t~~ and was the fi.rfr velie.l evc.r known tQ) 

.hav.e. 



MAG 
l1avc furrounded the globe. It is faid to ha· 
many fafe harbours in it, with narrow en­
trances, and vafi large bays, encompaffcd with 
high mountains, !heltering them fo clofe on aa 
fiJes, that fuips may fafely ride in them with 
the lcafi: anchor, whatever weather is with-
0Ut. 

Admiral Drake alfo paflcd thefc fheights, in 
Lis \·oyage round the world. 

Later navigators into the S. fea, particularly 
C'1mmodore, now Lord, Anfon, pafied round 
C. pc Horn : but dreadful fiorms have often 
been felt in weathering that fouthern promon­
tory. 

lV1AGE:LLANIA, or TERRA 1\IAGELLA-

.·IcA, a vaft traCt of hnd, extending ti-om the 
province of Rio de la Plata, quite to the ut­
mofl: n·rge of S. America; namely, from lat. 
_,5. to 54· S. The river Sinfondo divides the \V. 
part from the S. of Chili: the northern part of 
it alfo borders on Chili, and Cuyo or Chicuito 
~n the W. the South fea bounds it, in part, on 
the W. the North ocean wholly on the E. and 
the Streights of Magellan on th:: S. 

l\1agellan himfelf made no great difcoveries 
in this country, except the two Capes, of Vir­
~ ins and Defire. But with regard to the gigantic 
future of its inhabitants, which all poH:crior 
auventurcrs mention, their accounts feem 
founded either on mifiake or faHhood. 

The two principal nations difcovered by the 
miffionaries, are, the Chu:1ians and Huillans • 
t ~e former inhabit the continent, and feveral 
H1ands, to the northward of the Huillans, who 
jnhabit the country near Magellan Streights. 
'I'he !oil is generdly barren) hard:y bearing 
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any grain, and the trees exhibit a dilinal afpell; 
fo that the inhabitants live ' miferably in a cold, 
inhofpitable climate. The Hqillans are not 
numerous, being hunted like wild beafl:s, by 
the Chunians, who fell them for .flaves. How 
many other nations there may be in this vafi: 
continent cannot be known ; much lefs their 
genius or manner of lhring. 

The eafl:ern . coafl:s of lVlagellan are in ge­
neral low, abounding with bogs, and have fe­
vcral iOands near the lhore ; the moft remark­
able of which. is the Ifle of Penguins, fo called 
from a bird of that name, which abounds on it. 
But ,whether peopled or not is unknown. 

The iflands S. of the Magellan Streights 
are Terra del .Fuego; as there is a volcano in 
the largefi of them emitting fire and iinokc,. 
and appears terrible in the night. 

MAGUELON, the moft weH:erly of the three 
.ifbnds of St. Peter, lying off Newfoundland, 
in N. America. This is not fo high as the 
other two; and its foil very ind iffcren t. It is 
about three q,uarters of a league in length. 

lV1AINE, a province of New-England, in 
N. America, by others n.aJe only a county !n 
the province of New H:.tmpfhire. l\..1aine iB 
bounded on the N. E. by Nova Scotia; on the 
S. by Maffachufet-bay, and on the S. Vv. and 
N. W. by New Hamp{hire. 

This and Cornwall being two frontier coun­
ties, and chiefly expofed to the Indians, moft­
~f the towns are defended by regular block­
houfes, which are kept in good repair. 

MAMARUMI, a place in the road from 
Guayaqui1 to Quito, in S. America, where 
.there is a very beautiful cafcade.. The rock 
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from which the water precipitates itfelf, i3 
nearly perpendicular, 2.nd fifty toifes or fathoms 
high ; and on both fides edged with lofty and 
fpreading trees. The clearnefs of the water 
dazzles the fight, which is delighted at the 
fame time with the large volume of water 
formed in its fall. After which it continues its 
courfe in a bed, along a fmall defcent, and is 
croffed over by a bridge. 

MA. 'COR A., a place in the road from Guay­
aquil to 1'mxillo, in Peru, fituated on the fea­
coait. Through it, duting winter, runs a ri­
vulet of frelh water, to th~ great relief of the 
mules that travel this way. But in fummer the 
little remaining in its ch:mnel is fo brackiili, 
as to be hardly tolerable. Its banks are fo fer­
tilized by the water, that fuch numbers of 
large algarbals are pr~duced, as form a iliady 
fore H. 

l\1ANITOU A LIN .' See 11A TTOV ALIN. 

MANSFIELD IsLAND, a fmall ifland in the 
mouth of Hudfon's Bay, in N. America. 

1t1ANT A, a bay of Guayaqui, in S. Ame­
rica, formerly ff!mous for a confiderab!e pearl­
fiiliery ; but it has been totally difcontinued for 
fame years. 

Thi: b1.y r.as its name from the great num-· 
bers of large filh, called m::~ntas, the catching 
of which is the common employment of the 
1nhabitants . 

. The method of carrying on this filhery is a~ 
follows: they throw into the water a log of 
wood., about eighteen f"et long, and near a. 
foot in diameter ; on one end they place their 
net, and on the other an Indian fiands in an 
erea pofition,, and with.. a fingle ar rows his 
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tott-ering bark to the diftance of half a 1eague 
from the fuore, where he {hoots his net: another 
Indi.m follows on a fimilar log, takes hold of 
the rope faftcned to one e11d of the net, and, 
when fully extended, th..:;y both make towards 
the land, b-aling the net· after them. 1 t is 
afionifhing to ohfervc ~ith wh,1t agility the 
JnJiJ.ns m::1in•ain an equi;ibrium on thefe IOund 
logs, notwithfl:anding the continual agitations 
of the fea, and th:ir being obligEd to mi!ld the 
oar and n-::t at the fame time. They arc indeed 
excellent fwimmers; fo that if they happen, 
whi :h is very fcldom, to fJip off, th~y are im­
mediately on the log again, and in their former 
pofition . 

.lVL'\NTOV:ALI:-...-, an ifiand in the lake Hu­
on, in Canada. It lies along the northern 

co.dl, is upwards of thirty leagues long, and 
about four or five broad. 

MARACAIBo, or l\1ARACAYA, a fma1J, 
but r_ich, city of V cnczuela, a province of 
Terra Firma, in S, Ameti:a, fituated on th:;· 
weftern ha'lks of the 1.-tke of the fame name, 
about ej2h.:lCI1 miles from its mouth, ancf 

, teventy-t ~rce S. VI. of Coro. It is extr me­
ly well bui't, has feveral ibtely houfes, very 
ree:ular, and ado•n~d with bakonies, ti om 
which there is a profpeC1: gf the lake, which 
.has the ..appearance of a fea. Here are about 
4000 inhabitants, of which 8co are able to· 
bear arms. It has a Governor fubordinate 
to the Governor of Terra Firma. Here is 
a large parochial church, an hofpi- al, and four 
convents. VefieJs from tv;enty· five to thirty 
tons are continually coming hither, with ma­
:wd"W.ures and Jffierchand.!des from the places-
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near the lake, which are afterward~ put on 
board Spanifu ihips that come hither to buy 
them. Ships are bui lt at Maracaibo, which 
trade all over America, - and even i 11to Spain, 
this place being very commodious for !hip­
bui lding. It lies 338 miles E. of Rio de la 
I-Iacha. Lat. 10. 51. N. long. 70. 15. \V. 

MARACAIBO LAKE, or rather gulph, a 
large collection of waters, on which the town 
abovementioned is fituated. It is near 208 miles 
long, and, in fome parts, 50 in breadth, running 
from S. to N. and emptying itfelf into theN. 
fea ; the entrance of which is well defended 
by ihong forts; but Sir Henry 1\!Iorgan paffed 
by them, plundered feveral Spanifu towns on 
the coaft, and defeated a fquadron which had 
been fent to intercept him. · 

As the tide flows into this lake, its water is 
fomething bracki!h, notwith!tanding the many 
rivers it receives. It abounds with all forts 
of fiili, fome of which are very large. By ·the 
navigation of this lake the inhabitants of V e­
nezuela carry on a trade with thofe of New­
Granada. The lake becomes narrower to· 
wards the middle, where the town is ereCted. 

MARANHAO, or MARAGNANO, a captain-
.fhip of Brafil, in S. America; fo called from 
an ifland of the fame name. It is contiguous 
to Para, and has that of Siara on the E. the 
ocean on the N. and the Tupuyos, a barba­
rous nation of Indians, on the S. This Indi­
an natiori is very numerous, and divided into 
feveral tribes and languages, extending them­
felves a great way from E. toW, all along the 
S. fide of this and fome other captainfuips. 
Indeed the breadth of the Portuguefe territory, 
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from S. to N. is inconfiJerable, not daring to 
penetrate too far into the country of the hoflile 
natives: though its extent from E. t0 \V. is 
comput d to be about 8o leagues: and tnis is 
the cafe with all the ot:1er provinces of Bran. 
Some n:ake this and Para to be but one govern­
ment, Hretched as far ~v. as the River of Ama­
~ons : the coafis of Maranh<w Prope:-, how­
ever, begin on the W. of the Bay of Piranga; 
but, according to our more modern maps, at 
the Cape of Cuma, W. of the iiL.nd of St. 
Lodovigo de l\1aranhao, and extend themfelves 
E. to the river or barrier of Vermelhas, about 
five leagues. 

Along thefe coafis are the iflands of Sipotuba, 
and Igarapoe, with San Lodovigo, beftucs many 
fmaller o:1es : and befides the three noted ri~ 
vcrs of Maracu, 1"'opocoru, and 1\lony, which 
'Linite th_ir fheams in the bay of that ifland, 
there are four others, which run the fame nor­
thern courfe through this province; namely, 
Paragues, Paramiri, Camuffimiri, and the: Bar­
reiras Vermeihas, which divides this from 
Siara. 

MARANHAo IsLAND, a fmall ifland at the 
mouth of the three rivers abovementioned, on 
the N. fide of the province of the fame name; 
it is oblong, 45 miles in circuit, very fertile, 
and well inhabited. The French, who feized 
on it in 1612, built a town here, called St. 
Louis de Maragnan : but the Portuguefe have 
fince recovered it out of their hands. lt is now 
very ftrong, and hath a ftout caflle built on a 
rock, towards the fea, which commands a very 
convenient harbour. It is the fee of a Bifhop, 
under the archbiiliopric of St. Salvador de la 
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Baya. The ifland itfelf is very difficult of ac­
ccfs by reafon-of the rapidity of the three rivers 
which form it: fo that vei els muft wait for 
proper winds anJ feafons to vifit it. Bcfides 
the town aforefaid, here are two others, but 
lefs confiderable ; namely, St. Andero, on the 
mo!l: northern point, and San J ago, on the 
fouthern. The natives have about 27 hamlets, 
called Oc or Tave, each confifting only of four 
large huts, forming a fquare in the middle; 
but from 300 to 500 paces in length, and about 
25 or 30 feet in depth ; all being built of large 
timber, and covered from top to bottom with 
leaves: fo that each may contain 2 or 300 in­
habitants. 

The ifland is neither plain, nor very moun-
tainous; but pleafantly intermixed with low 
hills and dales, watered by rivers and fmall 
ftreams. As it is only two degrees S. of the 
equator, the days and nights, feafons, &c. are 
nearly the fame during the whole year. The 
air is ferene, feldom incommoded with ftorms, 
exceffive drought or moifture, except in the 
time of the periodical rains, which lafi from 
February to June. The land is fertile and rich, 
p_roducing every thing in perfet\:ion, without 
labour or manure. The inhabitants go naked~ 
but paint their faces and bodies of various co­
lours, adorning their head5 and arms with a 
variety of feathers. T-he children are born 
white, but are anointed with oils, which gra­
dually turn their fkins brown, or of an olive 
hue. They are ftrong and healthy, live to a 
great age, and are feldom affiit\:ed with dif­
eafcs. Bows and arrows are their only wea­
pons, with which: they are very dex erous: but 
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they are fierce and cruel, efpecially to their 
priloncrs. 

The continent of Maranhao, about three or 
four leagues from this ifland, is inhabited by the 
'l'apouytapare and Toupinambois nations, 'vYho 
are wild and fierce, and divided into 15 ur 20 
fuch hamlets as have been· defcribed above. 
Contiguous to thefe are the territories of Cuma 
and Gayeta, _inhabited by nearly the f"'me 
people; the two former have about 30 or 40 
villages, and live in a country whofe foil is 
richer than that of the iiland where the Portu­
guefe are moil:ly fettled. 

Thefe two nations are at co11tinual war with 
the Tapouyes, whofe plantations they at laft 
deftroyed, being affiiled by the Portuguefe, 
who have fince fettled fome of their own people 
in that -territory. The Dutch made fome fruit­
lefs attempts both againfi: the captainfhip 
and ifland, but the French had better fuc­
cefs. 

Its capital, of the fame name, or Marignan, 
has a harbour 2t the mouth of the river St. 
!\1ary, on the Atlantic ocean: 495 miles N. 
W. of Cape St. Roque, lat. 2. 27. S. long; 
44· 36. w. 

l\1ARANON, the fame with the River of the 
Amazons. See AMAZONS. 

MARBLEHEAD, a town of Effex coJ,mty, 
and Mdfachufet Proper, in New-England. It 
lies four miles to the S. of Salem, has a fmall 
harbour, but a rocky ihore. Here the Society 
for propagation of the Gofpel have a mif­
fionary . 

.l\1ARGARETTA, or SANTA MARGARITA 
DE LAs CARACCAs, an ifland of Terra Firm a~ 
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in S. America, from which it is parted by a 
:!height, 68 miles vV. of Pari a, or New-An­
dalufia. Columbus difcovercd it in his third 
voyage, anno 1498. It is about 50 miles long, 
01nd 24 broad. The climate is faid to be un­
healthy, from the frequent fogs with which the 
ifland is covered. 

It produces Indian corn, with the ufual 
fruits of the torrid zone. The N. parts are 
high land, and have a foil proper for fugar­
cancs, tobacco, &c. Here are feveral forts of 
animals, particularly wild hogs, with fifh and 
fowl. It is fubject to Spain. Lat. 11. 46. N. 
long. 64. 12. W. 

l\1ARIGALANTE, one of the Caribbee i!lands 
of America, in the Atlantic ocean; fo called 
from the fhi~'s name in which Columbus dif­
covered it, in 1t.t-93· It is of an elliptical fi­
gure, five leagues and an half from N. to S. 
and four from E. toW. It lies near Guada­
loupe : both which are now in the poifeffion of 
the Britiih Crown, having been taken from the 
French in the year I 7 59· Lat. 16. 32. N. 
long. 6o. 51. \V. 

MAR THA's VINEYARD, an iOand near 
Rhode-I!land, on the coaft of N ew-England, 
in N. America, 76 miles S. of Bofi:on. Its 
inhabitants, as well as thofe of Nantucket, 
follow the fifheries, in which they have great 
fuccefs. Lat. 41. 12. N. long. 70. 20. W. 

MAR THA, Sr. a province of Terra Firma, 
and S. America. It is bounded on the N. by 
the N. fea; on the E. by Rio de la Hacha; on 
the S. by New-Granada; and on theW. by 
the territory of Carthagena. It is about 300 
miles in length, and 200 in breadth, is a 
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mountainous country, and reckoned the highetl: 
land in the world. 

MARTHA, ST. a city in the province Iafl:­
mentioned, in S. America, with a harbour on 
theN. fea, at the mouth of the Guayra; about 
124 miles N. E. of Carthagena. Lat. 1 I. 55· 
N. long. 74· 56. W. 

MARTINICO, one of the largefl: of the Ca­
ribbee, or windward iflands. It belongs to the 
French, and is the feat of their Governor-ge­
neral of the iflands. It is about 6o miles long, 
and 30 in breadth, and lies 40 leagues to the N. 
W. of Barbadoes~ It has feveral lofty moun­
tains, efpecially in the inland parts; from which 
a number of rivulets fiow into the valleys on 
every fide, beautifying the iiland, and render­
ing it remarkably fruitful. Its bays and har­
bours are numerous, fafe, and commodious ; 
and fo well fortified, that our attempts upon it 
in the late wars always failed. 

The foil is very fruitflll, abounding in the 
. fame productions as are common to our iflands 
in that part of the world. Sugar is the princi­
pal commodity, of which great quantities are 
made. Indigo, cotton, piemento or allfpice, 
ginger, cocoa, aloes, plantains, and other fruits 
common to the torrid zone, are produced here ; 
together with great quantities of coffee. 

The air at Martinico is hotter than at Gua­
daloupe; but the hurricanes lefs frel]Uent and 
violent than in that and fome others of the Ca­
ribbee iilands. 

It has no lefs than 40 rivers, fom_e of which 
are na_vigable a great way up the country, and 
never dry; but at times overRow their banks, 
and fweep away houfes and trees with their 
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current. lldides thefe there are a great variety 
of ftreams, which, in the rainy feafon, water 
the dales and favannas. Some of the hills are 
cultivated, and others covered with woods, 
which afford ihelter to wild beafi:s, and abun­
dance of ferpents and fnakes. The tobacco 
growing on the fieep declivities is preferable to 
that in the valleys. 

Befides the difl:urbances occafioned here by 
frequent revolts of the native favages, a dreadful 
earthquake !hook it, October 29, 1727, which 
continued for I I hours with verv little inter­
million; and £hocks were felt fo; feveral days 
after. 

l'vlartinico, neverthelefs, is at prefent in a 
flourifhing condition. Befides many fortifica­
tions filled with thong garrifons of regular 
troops from France, it can mufier ro,coo fight­
ing men of militia, and 40 or so,ooo negroes, 
who are difperfed among the plantations over 
the whole ifland. , 

~1artinico, it is obferved, became the more 
populous by the cruelty of Lewis XIV. who 
caufed a great number of his Protcfl:ant fub­
jech to be tranfported hither as flaves. Another 
particular which has incrcafed the number of 
its inhabitants, is, that the greatefl: part of the 
French fhips trading to America, put in here 
for refrefhments; by which means mofl: of the 
families which retire from France, fettle here. 

The town of Nlartinico is the reficlence of 
many merchants, and is much frequented by 
fuipping, efpecially from ·N antes, whofe car­
goes are fure of a quick fale here. The har­
bour is alfo a fafe retreat, in the hurricane-fea­
fon, and at the . fame time to wind ward of all 
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i'£1ands, a circumfi:ance of great advantage to 
£hips bound to Europe. The church is only a 
wooden frructure. Lat. 14. 33· N. long. 6o. 
54· w. 

MARTIN, ST. one of the Caribbee iflands 
of America, fituated in the Atlantic ocean, be­
tween Anguilia on the N. W. and St. Bartho­
lomew on · the S. E. and about I 5 miles from 
each. It is about feven leagues in length, and 
four in breadth, with commodious bays and 
roads on the N. W. fide. Here are good fait­
pits, and lakes of fait water, which run a great 
way within the ifland : but hac; no frefh water 
but what falls from the clouds, and is favcd by 
the inhabitants in cifi:erns. The fait lakes 
abound in good filh, particularly turtle; and 
the faltwater-pools are frequented by vafi num­
bers of birds. In the woods · are wild hogs, 
turtle doves, and parrots innumerable. Here 
are feveral trees, producing gums ; and plenty 
of the candle-tree, fplinters of which, when 
clry an·d lighted, emit a very fragrant fmell. Its 
tobacco, which is reckoned the befi: in ail the 
Caribbee iflands, is the principal commodity 
and trade of the inhabitants. 

The Spaniards formerly kept a garrifon here 
in a fort; but about the year 1650, they blew 
up the fort, burned their houfes, and abandoned 
the place. Then the Dutch and the French 
ihared the ifland between them, and they lived 
very amicably. The French had, however, 
the befi: part of the ifland ; but the fpot where 
the Spanifh fort fi:ood fell to the Dutch, who 
ereCted fine houfes, with large frore-houfes, and 
purchafed a confiderable number of negroes. 
But in 1689, the French were attacked and 
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1lundereJ by Sir Timothy ThornhiJI; and irt 
July 1744, driven out intirely by the Eng li{h, 
who i ill continue in poffeffi:m of it. Th·~ 
Dutch part continues in a pretly good fiate, but 
has no tolerable port; a road only, where fl1ips 
arc much expofed, is the bell an~ horing place 
in that part of the ill.md : -bdides, St. Martin 
I:es fo far to leeward, as renders the trading to 
the windward illands very difficult. Lat. 18. 6. 
N. long. 62. 30. \V. 

MARYLAND, one of the Britiih coloni-.:s of 
N. America; it was always reckoned pa1 t of 
Viro-inia, 'till K. Charles l. made a grant of it 
to George Calvert, Lord Baltimore, of Ireland; 
who dying before the patent was made out, his ion 

• .finifhed it in 1632. The fettlemcnt of the co­
lony cofi a large fum, and was maJ ..,, at fidt, 
with about 200 pcrfons, all Roman Catholics, 
and mofi of them of good families : but the 
proprietary very wifely introduced a general 
toleration for all Chr:fi:i1ns: a meafurc that 
greatly tended to the flourifuing fiate of the 
colony. 

It fs dividt:d, by the north extrcmicy of Che­
fapeak bay, into two parts, called the cafiern 
and weftern fhores; and lies between ]at. 28. 
and 40. N. and between long. 74· and 7$. W. 

Maryland is bounded by Penfylvania on the 
N. by another part of the fame province, and 
the Atlantic ocean on the E. by the Apalachi­
an mountains on the W. and by Virginia on 
the S. It is about I 40 miles long, and nearly 
the fame in breadth. 

The lands next the fea are low, but rife gra­
dually 'till they termi11ate in the Apalachian 
mountains. Great part o( the country v~as eo-
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covered with wood, 'till cut and cleared by the 
planters ; but interfperfed with favannahs and 
meadows, watered with feveral fmall ftreams 
and fprings. 

This colony, as it had for a long time, with 
Penfylvania, the honour of being unfl:ained 
with any religious perfecution; fo neither they 
nor the Penfylvanians have ever, 'till very 
lately, been harraffed by the calamities of any 
war, offenfive or defenfive, with their Indian 
neighbours; but have always lived in the moft 
exemplary harmony with them. Indeed, in a 
war which the Indians carried on againft Vir­
ginia, they, by mifiake, made an incurfion into 
the territories of Maryland; but were foon fen­
fible of their error. The prefent war has in­
deed changed every thing: and the Indians, 
thro' the perfidious infinuations of the French, 
were taught to laugh at all their ancient alli­
ances. 

Maryland, like Virginia, has no confiderab]e 
town, and for the fame reafon; namely, the 
number of its navigable creeks and rivers. Ana­
polis, however, is the feat of government; it 
is fmall, but beautifully fituated on the river 
Patuxent: and here is the principal cuftom­
houfe. 

The people of Maryland are of the fame 
efhblifhed religion as thofe of Virginia, that 
of the church of England : but the clergy are 
here providl!d for in a much more liberal 
manner. 

At prefent the people of Maryland chiefly 
cultivate tobacco, as they do in Virginia; and 
the plan ters live in farms fcattered about the 
cour.try, and have the like conveniency of fhips 
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coming up to their very doors, by means of 
Chefapc k bay, and its navigable rivers. 

Their tobacco, called Oroonoko, which is 
fhongcr than that of Virginia, and on that ac­
count great! y in demand in the eafiern an cl 
northern parts of Europe, where it is pre­
ferred to the fweet-fcented tobacco of Jamcs 
and Y otk ri•1ers, in Virginia, amounts to about 
40;,000 hog{heads. The white inhabitants are 
about 4o,ooo, and the negroes upwards of 
6o,ooo. 

The number of !'nips trading hither from 
England, and other parts of the Briti.fh domi­
nions, w"re computed at 100 fail above 40 
years ago ; but from the increafe of the inha­
bitants, a much greater number mufi be now 
employed. 

There is little or no woollen manufacture 
followed by any of the inhabitants, except 
what is done in Somerfet county. Their com­
mon drink is cyder, which is very good ; and, 
when properly made, not inferior to the beft 
white wine. They have rum from Barbadoes, 
wine from 1\lladera and Fial, alfo beer, malt, 
and various forts of wines from England. 
Plenty of good grapes grow wild in the woods, 
but no wine is made from them. 

Moft of the Indians live on the eafiern 
fuore. Some of them indeed come over to the 
other fide in winter, to hunt for deer, in which 
they greatly delight : and it is very rare that 
any of them will embrace the life or wodhip of 
the Chrifiians. But their number is now in­
confiderable, occafioned by the perpetual dif­
cords among themfelves. 
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The chief rivers are Patowmack, Patuxent, 

and Severn, on the wefiern iliore ; and on the 
other fide, Chiptouk, Chefier, Saifapas, &c. 

The province of Maryland is divided into 1 J 
counti.es; fix on the wefiern, and five on the 
eafiern fide of the bay of Chefapeak. Thofe 
on the wefiern fide, are St. Mary's, Charles, 
Prince George, Calvert, Anne, ArundeJ, and 
Baltimore counties. On the eafiern fide of the 
bay, are Somerfet, Dorchefier, Talbot, Kent, 
and Cecil counties. 

Lord Baltimore is both the governor and 
proprietary of Maryland; and the family is now 
of the Protefl:ant perfuafion. 

MASSACHUSETS, the principal fubdivifion of 
New-England, in N. America. It is bounded 
on theN. by N cw-Hampfhire; on the E. and 
S. by the Atlantic ocean and Connecticut; and 
on theW. by New-York.• Its length is 112 

miles, and its breadth 38 ; producing Indian 
corn · in abundance, though but little other 
grain. Here is plenty of mutton, beef, pork, 
fowl and fi!h, with flax and hemp; and the in­
habitants are employed in manufactures of 
linen, woollen, and leather. They build great 
numbers of fhips, having plenty of timber and 
ether materials for that purpofe. They have 
copper and iron mines, and fome of the latter is 
manufactured ; but their fabrics in general, 
particularly thofe of hats, are difcouraged by 
the mother country. They furnilh the fugar­
iflands with fait provifions, in return for which 
they take fugar al'ld molaffes. They hq,ve fiills 
for making rum ; and fome fugar bake~houfes 
are lately erected. 

The 
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The government is a mixture of royal an 

charter kind: for the King appoints the Go­
vernor, the Affembly nominates the Council : 
nor will they fix the Governor's annual falary, 
the better, as they think, to keep him.in depen­
dence on themfclves. 

This is, by far, the moft powerful among the 
Britifh colonies, having a fufficient number of 
mariners to man a large fleet; and being able 
to raife about zo,ooo foldiers, in cafe of necei:.. 
fity. 

The bulk of the people are of the Independ­
ent pcrfuafion; but feveral among them have 
lately come over to t 1e Church of Eo~gland. 
See ENGLAND, NEW. 

There is alfo a large and deep bay in t 1c 
fame country, called Ivlaffachilfefs Bay. 

MAsSEDAN, a bay between Aqu<' ulc , and 
Aquacara, a port near the Cape of California, 
in N. America, where Sir Thomas Candi!h lav:> 
after palling the 11agellan S;reights. • 

rviAsQ_yE PoCONA, a jurifdiB:ion of Char­
cas, in Peru, exten~ing above 30 leagues. Its 
air is hot, but not too great for vines. 

The city of the fame name, where the Biflwp 
of Santa Cruz de la Sierra reiides, is very thinly 
inhabited ; but there are, in other parts of the 
jurifdiB:ion, feveral populous towns. 1'he valley 
in which it fiands is above eight leagues in cir­
cuit, producing all kinds of grain and fruits: and 
the woods and uncultivated mountains afford 
great quantities of honey and wax, which con­
ftitute a principal branch of its trade. 

l\1AsQ._uEs, or CHILQ_UES and lV1AsQ_uEs, 
a jurifdiB:ion of Cufco, in Peru, which begins 
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about feven or eight leagues fro·m Cufco, ex­
tending above 30 in length. See CHIL UES. 

MATANE, a river of Canada, the mouth of 
which is capable of receiving vc!Iels of 200 ton. 
All this coafl: of the river St. Lawrence, e(pe­
dally near Matane, for upwards of 20 leagues, 
abounds in cod, and might employ above 500 
ihalops, or fi!hing-fmacks, at a time. The 
£ili i~ very ·fine, and fit for exportation to the 
Streights, Spain, and the Levant. Great num­
bers of whales have been feen here floating up­
on the water, which may be firuck with the 
harpoon, and prove a very valuable fifhery. 

MATT A DE BRASIL, a town in the captain­
lhip of Pernambuco, in Brafil ; about nine 
leagues from Olinda. It is very populous, and 
in its territory they cut great quantities of Bra­
£1 wood, which is fent to Europ·e. 

MATTHIAs, ST. the wefl:ermoft of the two 
iflands difcovered by Dampier, on the coafr of 
New B:itain, and fouthern countries of Ame­
rica. It is about nine or ten leagues in length, 
mountainous and woody, but interfperfed with 
feveral favannahs, and fome fpots which feemed 
to be cleared. 

MAYEN's IsLAND, or JoHN MAYEN's 
IsLAND, an ifiand lying S. W. of Spitzbergen, 
in 71. 23. N. lat. The fea which waihes its . 
coail: was formerly frequented by abundance of 
whales ; but thefe fillies removing further N. 
the ifland has been forfaken. A very high 
mountain beginning near its northern extre­
mity, called Beerenbergen, or Bear-mountain, 
extends quite acrofs the ifland, and may be feen 
30 miles at fea. Here are feveral good bays, 
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and the land is habitable, abounding with fi 
and deer. But the vafi: quantities of ice floating 
on all fides, efpecially towards the E. render it 
abfo!utcly inacceffiblc in fpring. 

l\1A YNAS, a government, formerly the caft­
ern limit of the jurifdiction of Qyito, in Peru~ 
and joining on the E. to the governments of' 
~ixos and J aen de Bracamoros. In its terri­
tory are the fources of thofe rivers which, after 
rapidly traveding a vafi extent, form, by their 
confluence, the famous River of the Amaz,ons ; 
known alfo by the name of Maranon. i'he 
fhorns of this, and the many other rivers which 
pay it the tribute of their waters, environ and 
pervade the government of Maynas! Its limits, 
both towards the N. and S. are little known, 
extending far into the countries of the · ild In­
dians; and is feparated from the poiTeffions of 
the Portuguefe, by the famous line of demarca­
tion, or the boundary between thofc countries 
belonging to Spain and Portugal. 

Its capital is San Francifco de B01ja, the rcfi­
dence of the Governor, but the Superior refides 
at Santiago de la Laguna. 

There are feveral miGiom in the government 
of l\1aynas, and diocefe of ~1ito, particularly 
12 on the river N apn, and 24 on the Mar anon ; 
many of them both large and populous . 

.l'vlECHOACAN, a province io the audience of 
Mexico, in N. America. It is bounded on the 
N. by part of Panuco, and the provinces of 
Zacatecas and Guadalajara; on the E. by an­
other part of Panuco and Mexico Proper; on 
the S. by the latter an

1
d the South fea, \vhich, 

together with Xaii!co, bounds it alfo on the W. 
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and N. W. It extends 70 leagues along the 
coaft, and fiill farther inland. 

Tnc climate is extremely good, and the fo!l 
remarkably fruitful. In this province are mines 
offilver, and a few of gold and copper. Among 
its numerous productions are the cacao, or cho­
colate-flut, the root mechoacan, feveral odori­
ferous gums and balfams, farfaparilla, amber­
gris, vanillas, caffia, &c. 

The natives, now incorporated with the 
Spaniards, learn all kinds of.trades; and are par­
ticularly curious in making cabinets, and weav­
ing 1i1k: but their greatefi art is in making 
images of fmall feathers, equal to the mofr cx­
Guifite painting. The country is infe:lled with 
foxes, fquirreh, lions, wild dogs, and t)'geis. 
But it has alfo a numerous breed of excellent 
horfes for the fadd1e or harnefs; an~ produces 
plenty of honey and wax; and the fea and rivers 
are frored with excellent filh. 

l\Jechoacan was formerly a kingdom, but the 
Spaniards have reduced i~ into a bifhopric, in 
which ~re about 200 to·nns of converted n:!i:i\'::s. 
'fhe greateft part of the trade in this province is­
carried on by bncl, there being hadJy any fca­
ports deierving that name. 
• .fv1ECHOACAN, an epifcopal city, and theca­
pital of the province of the fame name, tltuatcd 
on a large river, abounding in fifh, near the· 
wefl: fide of a lake, about 120 miles \V. of 
1\tlexico. It is a large place, beautifully deco­
rated with a fine cathedral, and handfome 
houfes belonging to rich Spaniards, who 
own the filver mines at Guanaxoato or Guax­
afiata. 

MENDOZA,. 
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MENDOZA, a jurifdittion in the kingdom of 

Chili, in S. America. It has a town of the· 
fame name, and lies on the eaft fide of the Cor­
dillera, about 50 leagues from Santiago, in a 
plain adorned with gardens, well fupplied with 
water bv means of canals. The town contains· 
ab0ut ioo families, half Spaniards, and the 
other half Cafis, together with a college of je­
fuits, a parochial church, and three convents. 
In this jurifdiction are alfo the towns of St. 
Juan de la Frontera, fituated on the eaft of the· 
Cord ill era, and about 30 leagues north of 1\tlen­
doza; and St. Lewi! de Loyola, about 50 eaft· 
of .Mendoza : the latter is very fmall, but has· 
a parifh-church, a Dominican convent, and a 
college of J ef ui ts. 

MERID'A, the capital of Jucatan, a province 
in the audience of Mexico, in N. America. It· 
is the feat of the Governor, and the fee of a· 
Bifuop, and lies near the north fide of the pro­
vince, between the gulphs of Mexico and Hon­
duras ; 45 miles fouth of the ocean, and I 35· 
no•th-eaH of the city of Cam peachy. Lat. 2 r •. 
38. N. long. 90. 36. W . 

.1\1ERIDA, a town of New Granada, a 
province of Terra Firma, in S. America, 
fttuated near the limits whir:h divide it from 
Venezuela. The foil round this place a­
bounds with fruit of a11 forts, and there· 
arc alfo gold-mines in the neighbourhood •. 
It lies about 54 miles from the lake of Ma-· 
racabo, and 260 N. E. of S·. Fe. The inha-­
bitants carry their fruit and other merchandif~: 
to Truxillo. 

!V1EsASSIPPl·. See MrssASIPPI. -
B ~ 1~s-
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l\1ESTIZos, a na;:ne given to thole inhabi· 

tants of Spanilh America, whofe f,1thers were 
Sp.miards, and mothers Indians. 

1\llr.TA L;cocNITA, atraCtofland which 
Sir l\·1ar tin Forbifher, in his third voyage to 
diicover a north-wcH pafiage, in 1578, took 
pofiC:ili0n of in the name of ~Jeen Elizabeth; 
but has never been thought worth looking after 
fin cc. 

MExico, called alfo New Spain, a large 
province of N. America, fubjett tn the cro\ ·n 
()f Spain. It forms a powerful ernpirc, and is 
fubdividcd into two parts, 0.1<..1 or South Ivlexi­
co, and New or North Mexico. 

MExrco, OLD, is boumled on the \V. by 
New l'v1exico; on theN. and N. E. by the 
gulph of Mexico; on the S. E. by Terra Fir­
ma; and on the S. W. by the Pacific ocean, or 
South fea. It is upwards of 2000 miies in 
lengt,h, and from 7 I to 550 in breadth, occa­
fioned by its indentures by feveral bays on the 
north coa:ft, and the gulph of California on the 
weft> 

It is, in general, a mountainous country, 
t.hains of high hills running through it from 
$. E. to N. vV. Its eafiern iliore is a flat,. 
plain country, full of moraffes, and overflown 
in t~e rainy feafon; but fo covered with thic-

, kets of bambou, mangroves, and bullies, that the 
Jogwood.cutters make their way through it with 
their hatchets. The barren trees are conti­
nually verdant, and thofe that are fructiferous 
bloffom and bear almoft the whole year round. 
The cochineal infect, for dying of fcarlet, is 
~red here i.'1 great quantities.. They have pine-

apples, 
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apples, pomegranates, oranges, lemons, citrons, 
figs and cocoa-nuts, in the greateft plenty and 
perfection. 

The pref,nt inhabitants are native Indians, 
Spaniards, Creols, Mefi:izoes, negroes, and 
:Nlulattoes. 
· 1tlexico is governed by a Viceroy from Old 

Splin, who is defpotic. The forces in this 
country are not confiderable, nor are there ma­
ny . fortified towns, and even thofe have been • 
taken and p,lundered by buccaneers of fmall 
force. 

The revenues which the King of Spain draws 
from this country are prodigious, arifing from 
the fifth part of gold and filver taken from the( 
mines: the cuftoms, excife, and other impofl:s, 
and the rents and fervices by which all lands 
are holden of the crown. 

This is the firfi: country which the Spaniards 
fettled on the continent of America; and it frill 
(:Ontinues their principal colony. It is exceffive­
ly hot, 1 ying mofil y within the torrid zone, and 
on the eaft coaft extremely unhealthy, and en­
cumbered with woods, which extend a con­
fiderable way into the water. The inland 
country is more agreeable, and the air of a bet­
ter temperament. 

The number of horned cattle is, in a manner, 
infinite, many of them running wild; c. 1 a 
very confiderable trade is carried on in their 
hides and tallow; but their fle{h turns to little 
a-ccount in commerce, by rcafon of the extreme 
heat. Swine are equally numerous, and their 
lard is much in requeit, and ufed. in!l:ead of 
butter all over the country. Sheep are n ume­
.tous,_ but their wool is of no great coniideratio.n 

l 
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in thdr trade, hcinP" hairy and ihort. Cotton 
is hc:e very goorl, a~d in great plenty, of which 
t ;l cre are large marwfaB:ures, and is the general 
wear of the inhaLitants; the woollc:ns and 
linens of Europe being worn oniy by p~r!ons of 
fome condition. Some provinces pro'"duce filk, 

ut n0t in fuch abundance or pe1 fc.:chon as to 
form a remarkable part of their export. Tr.e 
gold and filver of this country engrofs the prin­
cioal attention of the in:1abitants. The ccm­
r.l"odities of moft importance in foreign com­
merce, ~re cochineal, indigo, and cacao; alfo 
Jug;u~ tobacco, and logwood. 

The trade of Mcxic<J may be confidered a:) 
ronf:~l inv of three great branches, by w hi eh it 
comnJUn'icates with ..... the whole wor]J: namely, 
che trad~ with Europe by La V era Cruz; the 
traue with the Eatc lndi::s by Acapuko, an~ 
the commerce of the Soath fea by the i:1mc 
port. 

Old 1\lfexico is divided into three difh icl:s, o · 
governments, ca'Jed audiences, <15 having fov·c­
rt>ign courts; which, though undu the infJJedi­
on of the Viccruv~ decide i'f1 all civil or crimina! 
mattc1s. Thefe. arc, 1. Gu,tdalaja-ra, contain-­
ing the p < vin ... c-s of Cinaloa, Culiaean, Cha­
mcph:m, Xali fco, Guadalajara Proper, Zacate­
cas, and New Hifcay. 2. J\1exico, including 
th~ rovince.., of l'\.1echoacan; Mexico Proper, 
Panuco.; F1afcala, Guaxaca, Tabafco, and Yu­
catan. 3 GuatimaJa, which comprehends the 
provinces of Chiapa, Soconufco, Guatimala . 
Ilwper, V crc1 P2z, Honduras, N ;caragua, Cofta 
I irca, <tl d V eragu<~. 

!v'exico audi~·nce is bouz.dcd on the N. by 
... <!'V Mexico; on the E. by theN onh fea, 0r 

. gulQb· 
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gulph of Mexico; has the South fea on the S. 
and S. W. and on the S. E. fide it joins the 
provinces of Chiapa and Soconufco in the go­
vernment of Guatimala. It lies between_lat. 17. 
and 23. N. wholly in t1e torrid zone. Its ex­
tent, from the remotefi point of Panuco on 
the N. E. to that of Mcchoacan on the S. 
Vv. from fea to fea, is 200 leagues ; at.d much 
the fame from the North part of .l.V1echoacan 
on the N. W. to Chiapa on the S. E. yet it is 
hardly 6o leagues from fea to fea acrofs Guax­
aca; b•Jt this dimcnfion is exclufi•;e of the pen­
infula of J ucatan. 

The province called Mexico Proper has Flaf'­
cala (li1 the E. Mechoacan on the W. Panuco 
on the N. and the Pacific ocean on the S. It 
is 315 miles from S. to N. and 200 where 
broa iefi, on the coafi:; but narrower towards 
the ~ """ . 

l\1 Exrco, a royal city, archiepifcop:1l fee, an cl 
the capital of the province of the fame name, and 
of the whole kingdom of l'v1exico in N. America. 
It Hands on an i!land in the middle of a fpacious 
lake, and is acceffible only by caufeways of a 
confidcrable length. It is of a fquare form, and. 
about fcven miles in circuit; fome reckon the 
number of inhabitants to be about 70 or 8o,ooo. 
lt is greatly admired for firaight and fpacious . 
1heets and fquares, its cool fituation in fu h a 
hot climate, and its natu,ral firength. It con­
tains 29 convents, 22 nunneries, and a great 
number ofparifh-churches, befides the cathedral. 

It is the refidence of the Viceroy, the feat of 
the firfr Audience, and one of the richefi: and 
moftfplendidcities in the w·orld. And tho' it has 

o-; 
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no (ea-port, nor any communication with the 
fea by navigable. rivers, it enjoys a prodigious 
commerce, and is itfelf the centre of all that is · 
carried on between America and Europe on 
one hand, and between America and the Eaft 
Indies on the other. The goods from Acapul­
co to La V era Cruz, or from La V era Cruz to 
Acapulco, for the- ufc of the Philippines, and~ 
in a gre-at meafure, for the ufe of Peru and Li­
ma, pafs through this city, and employ an in­
credible number of horfes and mules. Hither 
all the gold and :filver is brought to be coined ;. 

. here the King'"s fifth is depofited; and ail that 
immenfe quantity of plate wrought, which is 
annually fent into Europe. The !hops glitter 
on all fides with gold, filver, and jewels, befides 
great chd1:s piled up ro the cielings, waiting for 
an opportunity of being fent to Old Spain, &c. 
The city itfelf is regularly built, and the houfes 
handfome, though rlot lofty. The ornaments 
of the churches are extravagantly rich, though 
the tafi:e of their architetl:ure is comparatively 
poor. It is I 70 miles W. of the gulph of 
Mexico, and I 90 N. from Accpulco. Lat. 20. 
15. N. long. 103. 12. 'N. 

MExico, NEw, including California, is­
bounded by unknown lands on the N. by Flo­
.rida on the E. by Old ~1exico on the S. and 
by the Pacific ocean on theW. It is a tempe­
rate, and, in fome parts, a fruitful country ;. 
though California is a mountainous, craggy,. 
and barren tract, both jn the outer and inner 
t::oafi:s towards the guJph: and notwithfiand­
rng the indefatigable pains of the J efuit miffion- -
at~ies, among the natives of this country, for 

con\<ez:t-
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converting them to Chriftianity, by feeding 
them regularly every day, and ufing all the en­
dearing methods to win them, they feem frill 
to retain th~ir prifiine brutality: of which they 
have given feveral infiances ; for after feizing 
upon a horfe belonging to one of the miffion­
arics, killing and feaHing on him, in a ring 
round the carcafc, they not long after proceed­
ed to a more ihocking extremity, and barba­
roufiy maffacred the fathers Caranco and Ta­
maral, with many more perfons, fome of whom 
w~re natives attached to the miffionaries, who 
fell into their hands, having totally ruined four 
other miffionaries, the remai11ing twelve or 
thirteen narrowly efcaping the fame fate. The 
fathers, by their furveys, have found Califor­
nia to be a peninfula, joined to New l\1exico 
on the N. E. near which are pearl-filheries ; 
and thcfe feem to be the chief thing valuable; 
though the paltry natives cannot be made to 
labour in quefi of that treafure, or any thing 
elfe. See CALIFORNIA. 

In ~1exico are rich filver mines, the princi-­
pal of which are thofe of St. Barbe. 

MIAMIS: a favage nation of Canada, in 
N. America,. at the bottom of lake Michigan, 
where they have a village at Chicagou, the re­
fidence of the Chief, or Cacique, who can raife 
between 4 and 5000 warriors, and never goes 
abroad without a guard of 40 foldiers, who 
keep fentry day and night round his hut or 
cabbin, while he is there. He feldom appears 
in perfon to his fubjetls, but contents hirnfe!f 
with fignifying his orders to them by one of h1s 

ffi.ceis ... 
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The chieftains of the Miamis are more rc­

fpetl-ed, however, and lefs eafy of accefs, than· 
thofe among the moft part of the other fa­
vages. 

MICHIGAN, one of the five principal inland 
JakesofCanada, in N. America. Between a point 
of the neighbouring continent at Michillimaki­
nac, a Huron fettlement, extending itfelf S. 
and oppofite to another, which looks N. is 
formed a fi:reigf!t, through which the lake Hu­
mn commu .. 1icatcs with the lake Michigan. 

This is an incommodious place for a fettle­
ment, the cold b"ing exceffivc; owing un­
doubtedly to the ufual agitation by very tem­
pelluous winds in the waters of the three lakes 
among \vhich it lies; the leaft, namely, Michi­
gan, being 300 le1gues in circuit, without 
reckoning the bay Des Puants, 28leagues more 
in depth inland, that empties itfelf into it. 

The inequality of the tides difi:urbs very 
much the navigation of thefe lakes: for they arc 
obferved to keep no fort of regularity, an~ they 
arc pretty tlrong in E>me places. Near the little 
iflan.i 6f Michillimakinac they rife and fall once 
in 24 hours, at full and new moon, always run­
ing into lake Michigan. It i!'; · no lef..., certain 
that, independently of thcfe tides, there is a 
current which is continually diretl:ed from lake 
Huron into the other; a phcenomenon ap­
parently occafioned by fprings, fuch as are fre­
quently to be met with in the open fea. 

This current, however, does not hinder the 
natural courfe of the Michigan, which dif­
charges its waters into the lake Huron, , s weH 

' as_ the Superior lake. rrhe firft of thefe tW<) · 

currents;,, 
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current~, namely, that of lake Huron into la'·c 
Ivlichigan, is more perceptible when the win 
hlows from the oppofite quarter; namely, fr.om 
the S. at which time flakes of ice are feen to b~ 
carried from the former into the latter, \Vith as 
much velocity as a fuip before the wind. This 
is 1~nown to be the cafe exaCtly in the iheights 
of Bahama. 

In the channel by which the Superior lake 
throws its waters into the Huron lake, there 
are currents in great numbers under water, and 
fo fhong as fometimes to carry away the fiiher­
men's nets : from which it is conjetlured, that 
this large lake difcharges a part of its waters 
into that of Michigan by means of fubterra­
neous channels, which it has hollowed for 
this purpofe, in the fame manner as it is 
thought the Cafpian fea communicates with the 
Euxine ; and the latter again with the Medi­
terranean . . All this is the more likely, as the 
Superior lake receives into it at leafi: 40 rivers, 
10 or 12 of which are as large as the !height it­
felf, and would not give out fo much watrr, by a 
great deal, as it receives, had it no other out-

.. Jet than this channel. 
The fame thing may be faid of Michigan, 

which, befides the waters of the great lake, re­
ceives alfo into its bofom a vafi: number cf ri­
vers, many of which are very large, and have a 
long courfe. For, befides the vifible difchargc 
of its waters into the lake Huron, it mufi: ne­
cefTc1rilv have hollowed alfo a fubterraneom; paf­
fage fo~ itfelf, as has been faid already of the Su­
perior lake. A difcovery which has been made 
on this head corroborates the conjetl:ure; namt>­
ly, that all the rocks which are found at a cer-

tain 
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tain depth in the ftreight called the Sault, or 
Fall of St. Mary, are perforated, or porous, 
like fponge, and many of them even hollow, 
in the form of grottos ; and apparently ow­
ing to the currents which have been already 
mentioned. 

In failing from Michillimakinac to the river 
St. J ofeph, at the bot.tom of lake Michigan, it 
is found, though the wind is contrary, that a 
veffel will go about eight or ten leagues in a day: 
and tLis proves that the currents muH: incr(:afe 
her velocity. The fame thing has been obferved 
at entering the bay Des Puans. There is no 
doubt but that' this bay, which has no vi!ible 
outlet but on one fide, difcharges itfelf into lake 
Michigan ; and that the Michigan, which is 
circumfianced in the fame manner as that bay, 
emp~es its waters into the lake Huron: and 
the rather as Michigan and the bay receive fe­
veral rivers into their bofoms, efpecially the 
Michigan lake, to which there is an acceffion 
of a very great number, feme of them not infe­
rior in magnitude to the river Seine in France. 
Yet thefe currents are perceivable only in the 
middle of the channel, by a kind of eddy, or 
counter-current, on both fides of their banks, of 
which an advantage is made by coafting along 
near the fhore, as thofe are obliged to do who 
fail in canoes made of bark. 

At firft they run five leagues to theW. in or­
der to gain lake Michigan, and afterwards fieer­
ing to the S. which IS the only courfe veffels 
have to take for 100 leagues (the exteqt of this 
lake from N. to S.) till they come to the river 
St. Jofeph. 

Nothing 
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Nothing exceeds the beauty of the country 

whi~h feparates lake Michigan from l'ake 
Huron. 

MrcHrLLIMAKIN AC, a frnall ifland in the 
Iluron lake of Canada, in N. America. It lies 
in htt. 43· 30. N. Here is only a middling 
village, in which, however, a pretty good trade, 
in pcltery is raid to be carried on, as being the 
pais, or the place of rendezvous, for feveral fa­
vage nations ; but this traffic is fince removed, 
we are told, to Hudfon's bay, by the channel of 
the river Bourbon. 

The fituation, however, of Michillimakinac 
is very advantageous for the purpofes of com­
merce. It lies between three great lakes ; 
namely, Michigan, which is 300 leagues in 
circuit, without faying any thing of the great 
bay Puans that empties itfelf into it ; lake Hu­
ron, which is 350 leagues in circuit, and is in 
'the form of a tnangle; and lafi:ly, the Superior 
lake, which is 50S'· All three are navigable for 
the largeft barks : and the two fir:fl: are feparat­
ed only by a fmall !height, in which there is al­
fo abundant water for the fame veffels to na­
vigate through without obfl:ruction over all lake . 
Erie, as far as Niagara. There is indeed a 
communication between lake Huron and the 
Superior lake, only by means of a canal of 22 

leagues in length, but very much interrupted 
by cataraCts or water-falls: yet fo as not to hin­
der canoes from coming to unload at rv1ichilli­
makinac, all that they can bring from the Su­
perior lake. See SuPERIOR, and the other 
lakes under their proper names, alio CANADA. 

MrDDLETor-:, a pretty good town of Mon­
mout , the m oft fouthern county of Eaft J er­

fey, 
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fey, in N. America. It confifi:s of an hundred 
families, with out-plantations of 30,000 acres. 
1'he ihore near this place, winding like a hook, 
and being fandy, is denominated Sandy hook. 
It lies 26 miles S. of Pifcataway. 

MisASSIPPI, .iVlESCHASIPPI, or lVIIssiSSIP­
PI, a country of N. America. It is bounded on 
the N. by Canada; on the E. by the Briti{h 
plantations ; on the S. by the gt:Iph of Mexico; 
and it has New ..l\1exico on theW. 

A large river, of the fame name with the pre­
ceding country, 1 ifing in Canada, runs to the 
fouthward, till it falls into the gulph of IV1exi­
co. It is navigable, and faid to run upwards of 
2000 miles, in a very winding courfe; to 
whi('h, as well as the neighbouring country, 
the French lay claim ; and have even pofi"ef­
fed themfelves of part of it ever fince the year 
1712. 

Upon founding the entrance into the Miffi. 
fippi, it was found to have 16 feet water upon 
the bar. After which the Neptune, a 1hip juft 
arrived from France, was immediately fent, and 
:lhe ca!ily failed up the river as far as New 
Orleans. 

From Fort Crevecceur the l\1iffifippi was en­
tered by the Sieur Dacan and Father Hennepin, 
who failed up it as far as lat. 46. N. where 
they were flopped by a pretty high water-fall 
for the who1e breadth of the river, called by 
them SauJt deS. Antoine de Padouc, or St. An­
tony of Padua's Leap. The fource of the 
Mifiiftppi is frill unknown ; but it runs almofi: 
quite through N. America. The lake Affini­
boils is very far from the places where thefe 
two voyagers were : and it is certain, that the 

French. 
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French had at that time no fettlement on the 
banks of the river which they failed down. 

The French court, under the regency of the 
Duke of Orleans, raifed the expectations of the 
nation fo high, with regard to the immenfe 
riches which were to be acquired by planting it 
in 17 rg, under the name of the Miffifippi com­
pany, and almofi coeval with the South fea 
fcheme in England, that every one was ready 
to throw his money into the frocks, which that 
company fold at 2000 per cent. But the go­
vernment feized upon mofi of the money : fo 
that the adventurers were ruined. This at that 
time put a fiop to the planting of the country 
here ; but it has been encouraged very much 
fince. 

'It receives a great number of large rivers in 
its courfe, as the Ohio, almoft equal to the 
Danube; the Ouabache, fc~rcely in.ferior to it, 
with the great rivers Alibama, Ivlobile, &c. 
fome of which bring down fuch prodigious 
quantities of m~d and f1ime, that it can hardly 
clear itfelf in the courfe of 20 leagues. It 
breeds vaft numbers of crocodiles and other am­
phibious creatures. It hath plenty of water­
fowl, and the country on both fides is pretty 
fertile, and inhabited by a great variety of na­
tions. 

It difcharges itfelf by two branches, which 
form an ifland of a confiderable~ len~th. Its 
mouths lie between lat. 29. and 30. N. and 
long. 89. and 90. \V. being filled with ieve-
ral other fmaller ifiands. , 

The country on each fide thefe two mouths 
i .quite wild and uninhabitable, on account of 
the fr quent inundations, as well as barrcnnefs 

of 
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of the foil, producing nothing but ru.lhes, canes, 
and fome kinds of trees, great part of which 
lie rooted up by the force of the water. But 
a few leagues higher, towards the ifland, it is 
repreiented as a delightful country, covered 
with vines, and all forts of fruit-trees : the 
ground pt oducing plenty of Indian corn, pulfe, 
and other grain; and yielding, it is faid, two 
crops in the year. ' 

MoBILE, a river of Canada, in N. America, 
and one of thofe confiderable ftreams which fall 
into the Miffifippi. On its banks is the French 
fettlement of Dauphin ifiand, about 70 leagues 
E. of the latter river. This and Fort Louis, 
which is nine leagues N. of it, are now the 
moft confiderable fettlements of that nation. 

MoHA WKs, one of the five n::ttions of the 
Iroquois, in alliance with Great Britain. Their 
country lies between New York and the lake 
Ontario, in N. America. 

Of the fame name is alfo a river, which runs 
through the Mohawks country. 

M oN A, one of the Antilles iflands, not far 
from Hifpaniola, and due Eaft from St. Do­
rningo, in the way to Porto Rico ; not above 
three leagues in circuit: but is faid to have an 
excellent climate and foil, bearing oranges, 
much the largeft and fineft in America, befides 
other fruit. Here is plenty of good water, and 
the ifland is pretty populous. 

MoNQ_yEGUA, a jurifdiction of the diocefe 
of Arequipa, in Peru, S. America. It lies about 
40 leagues S. of the city of Arequipa, and 16 
from the coaft of the South fea. It extends at 
leaft 40 leagues in len.gth, and in fo happy a 
climate, that it is adorned with large vine-

yards, 
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~!, yards, from the produce of which confidcrab]e 
eh quantities of wine and brandy are made: and 
·Ut tbefe conftitute its · whole commerce ; fupply­

ing all the provinces bordering on the Cordil­
leras, as far as Potofi, by land-carriage, while 
they are exported by fea to Callao, where they 
are highly . valued. Here are al [o papas and 
olives. 

The principal town, of the fame name, is in­
habited by Spaniards ; and among thefe are fe­
veral opulent and noble families. 

MoNTE CHRISTo, a town in the jurifdiCl:ion 
of Guayaquil, which formerly ftood in the bay 
of Manta, and was called by that name. It 
had then a confiderable commerce, by veflels 
paffing from Panama to the ports of Peru. But 
having been pillaged and de!hoyed by 'fome fo­
reign adventurers, the inhabitants removed to 
the foot of Ivionte Chrifio, where it now 
ftands. 

MoNTE VIDEo, a city of Buenos Ayres, 
and La Plata, in S. America. It fiands in the 
bay of the fame name. 

MoNTREAL, a town of Canada, in N. Ame­
rica. It ftands in an ifland of the fame name 
in the river St. Laurence, and 6o leagues (others 
fay 100 miles) S. of Qyebec. It is a well­
peopled place, of an oblong form, the fireets 
very open, and the houfes well built. The 
fortifications are pretty :!hong, being furrounded 
by a wall, flanked with I 1 redoubts, which 
ferve inftead of bafiions; the ditch is about 
eight feet deep, and of a proportionable 
breadth, but dry, encompaffing the town, ex­
cept that part which lies towards the river. It has 
four gates, one of them very fmalJ. It has alfo 

- a fort 
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a fort or citadel, the batteries of which com­
mand the frreets of the town from the one end 
to the other ; and over the river St. Peter is a 
bridge. 

The bank of the river St. Laurence, on 
which the town of Montreal is built, rifes in­
fenfibly from the water's edge to the oppofite 
part of the town; which is divided into two 
parts, called the Lower, and the Upper town ; 
though the afcent in pa:ffing from the former to 
the latter is fcarcely perceivable. The mer­
chants in general refide in the lower town; and 
here is alfo the place of arms, the nunnery hof­
pital, and royal magazines. But the princjpal 
firuetures are in the upper town; among which 
are the Recollets convent, the parifh-church 
and free-fchool, the jefuits church and femi­
nary, the palace of the governor, and the houfes 
of moft of the officers belonging to the garri­
fon. The Recollets convent is a fpacious ihuc­
ture, and their community very numerous. The 
parifh-church is large and well built, of hewn 
fione; and the free-fchool, which joins to it, 
very commodious, but not magnificent. The 
Jefuits feminary is fmall, but their church is 
well ornamented. The Governor's palace is a 
large building : and the fame may be faid of fe­
vcral others in the town o£ Montreal. The 
nunnery-hofpital is a commodious frrueture, and 
ferved by religious fifiers, who originally came 
from La Fleche, a town of Anjou, in France. 
Their falon in this building is grand and well 
furnifhed ; and their ch1:uch is well built, neat, 
and convenient. 

Without the town, on the other fide of St. 
Peter's river, . are feveral elegant houfes; parti­

cularly 
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ularly one belonging to M. de Call:~"re, and 

the general hofpital, called les Freres Ch arrnns, 
from its being efb blifhed by a gentleman of that 
name. who had affi>ciated with him re v ral per­
fons of piety and l<:>arning, for {punding {o ufe- · 
ful a charity, and furnifh1n!! the coumry-parif11es 
w1th l(:hool-mafi<:>rs, f,)r the in ru tion of the 
Indian children. He h. d the plea lure of feeing 
the general hoCpi tal efiat1!ifhed i)efore his death, 
which happer;ed in the year 1719, though his 
brethren had deferred him ((>me time before. 
The place formNly beJongeo to the French : but 
the Englilh took it from them in r 760, having 
before made themfelves m afters of ~eb~c, and 
are now in P' .ffe.ffion of mofi of the country. 
Lat. 46. 10. N. long. 75· 12. \V. 

The iflanJ of lVlontrecd, in which the town 
of the fame name is built, is about ten lea ues 
Ions and four broaJ, being very fruitful in c~m1, 
and abounding with elegant plantations. It has 
its name from a mountain of g1 eat height, fitu­
ated about the middle of the ifland, which it 
fcems to overlook, like a monarch from hi:~ 
throne, and thence aclpireJ the appellation of the 
Royal mountain, a name which has been fince 
given to the town itCelf, which was originally 
called V ill e .viarie. 

The ri .•er St. Laurence is here about a league 
in breadth, and its bunks interfpeneJ with trees 
and feats, containing feveral iflands : fome of 
which are inha 1)itcd, and others in their natural 
fiate, exhibiting to the rye the moll beautiful 
11ro peel. Indeed the banks of the river from 
Q;1ebec to 1\! ontrcal are prett• well (ettled. The 
farms lie pretty clofe all tlle way, and fever<d 
gen le men'_; f ats ihe v themfelves at intervals. 

Vot. II. Q.. Th~ 
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• The ri\rer is not navigable at ~1ontreaJ, on ac~ 

count of feveral cataracts and rocks, which ob­
ftruct the paffage 

Though the lands of Montreal produce In­
dian corn in abundance, and all the vegetables of 
Europe flourifh in it : yet the French have never 
been able to efl:ablifh any fiaple commodity to 
an(wer their demands on their mother-country. 
Their trade with the Indians produces all their 
returns to that market. The furs of the beaver, 

' with thofe of foxes and racoons, the ikins of 
deer, and all the branches of the pe1try, together 
with what corn and lumber they can fend to the 
\Vefi-Indies, confiitute their whole flock of 
merchandife. And thefe have been found fuffici­
ent to render their lives agreeable in this fruitful 
country. · 

They have wine, brandy, cloth, linen, and 
wrought iron from Europe : and the Indian trade 
requires brandy, tobacco, a fort of duffil-blan­
kets, guns, powder and ball, kettles, hachets, 
tomahawks, with feveral forts of toys and trinkets. 
'I'he Indians fupply the peltry: ana the French 
have traders wham they £all Coureurs de Bois, 
who, like the original inhabitants, traverfing 
the vaft lakes and rivers which interfetl: this 
country, in canoes made of bark, with incre­
dible patience and indufiry, carry their goods in­
to the remotefi parts of America, and dilpofe of 
theriJ to nations entirely unknown to us. This 
in return brings the market home to them, as the 
Indians are by this means encouraged to trade 
with the French themfelves at Montreal: For 
which purpofe people from all parts, even thofe 
who dwell above a thoufand miles difrant, come 
to the fair at 1\IIontreal, which is annually hold­
en in June ; and it fometimes continues for three 

n10nths 



M 0 :N 

months together. Many folcmnities are obfcrv­
cd on this occafion ; guards are planted in pr )­
per fiations, and the Governor himfelf affifts 
in perfon to preferve order among fuch a vait 
concourfc of fav(lge nations. Nor. re all thefe 
precautions fu:fficicnt, as the favages too often find 
means of intoxicating themfelves with fpirituous 
liquors, which produces a temporary madnets, 
during which they are guilty of the m oft enor­
mous excelles. 

Notwi.thHanding this trade has for many years 
paft been carried on at I\1ontreal; yet many of 
the tribes of ravages aB:ua1ly pafs by our fettle­
ment of Albany in ~rew York, wLere they 
might purchafe the goods they want confiderably 
cheaper than at I\1ontreal. Yet they travel on 
above 200 miles further to buy the fame com-. 
modities at fecond hand, after their price is en­
ganced by the expence of fo long a land-carriage, 
at the Iv1ontreal-fair. For the French have 
found by experience, that it is cheaper for them 
to pur hafe their goods of the New-York mer­
chants, than to have them from their own country: 
fo that the French have found fome fecret 
of conciliating the affetlions of the favages, which 
our traders feem {hangers to, or at lcafi: take 
no care to put it in praCtice. 

MoNTSERRAT, one of t:1e Caribbee iflands, 
and among the fmalleit of them in the Atlantic 
ocean in America. Columbus ditcovered it in 
1493· It is of an oval form, about three leagues 
long, and the fame in breaclth, being 18 or 20 

in circuit. Its mountains are covered with ce­
dars, acajous, &c. Its valleys are well watered 
and fruitful : but the climate and foil, the latter 
b ing li 'ht and i~mdy, though highJy fertile, are 

Q. 2 much 
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much the fame with thofe of the other ifl::mds; 
as are alfo its animah and trade. · Its chief 
produce is indigo, but of a very lnff>rior kind, 
befides fame fugar, anJ the commorlities denved 
from the cane. It is fo furrounded with rocks 
that the riding before it is very precarious and 
dangerous on the approach of a tornado .• having 
properly no haven. It contains about 5000 Eu­
ropeans, who are mafiers of 10 or 12,000 African 
flaves. 

On the 29th and 30th of June 17 33 a hurri­
cane happened here, the whole dan:age of which, 
exclufive of the lbipping, was reckoned not lefs 
than so,ooo 1. currency. 

In ~Jten Anne's. wars the French plundered 
and wafted this iiland for ten days. Hut by the 
I rth article of the Utrecht treaty, it was fiipu­
lated th at fati sfac.i:ion lhould he. made the Eng­
lilh fufferer, : but it does not appear wh<tt it 
was they obtained, nor indeed whether they 
had .ny at all. Ir lies 30 miles S. vV. of An­
tigua, and is fubjtct to Great Britain. Lat. 17. 
10. N long. 62. 100 W. 

MoosE river tatl:ory, an· Enrrli{h fettlement 
in New South-Wales, and the n c. rthern coun­
tries of America, which has been eretl:ed ever 
lince 1740. It is built near the mouth of the 
river ·Jf lv1oofe, tn !at. 5 r 28. on a navigable 
rivc>r, whi ch at J z miles diftance from the fort is , 
divided Into two br.1nches; the one comes from the 

' fouthward, and the other from the S. W. Upon 
the fouthern branch thrive all forts of grain, as 
barley, beans and peafe do at the faB:o· y, tho' 
expofed to the chilling winds from the ice in the 
bay. Upon the touthern part above the falls 
trows naturally along the river a kind of wild 

oats, 
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oats, and rye like rice. In the woods, at the 
bottom of the bay at Moofe and Albany, as well 
as at R upert's river, are very large timber-trees 
of all kinds, oak, alb, &c. as weB as pine, 
cedar and fpruce. They have exceeding good 
grafs for hay; and they may ba\'e every where 
within land, pulfe, trrain and fruit · trees, as in 
the fame climate in Europe. 

The ice breaks up at l\1oofe faClory in the be­
ginning of March, but higher up about the 
middle of that month. The river is navigable 
for canoes a great way up among the falls. At 
a confiderable dtfiance there is one fall of 50 
feet ; but above that it is deep and navigable a 
great way. The climat~ above the fall is very 
good . 

.1\tioRROPE, a town in the road between 
Q.1ito and Lima, in South America. It confiHs 
of between 70 and So houfes, containing about 
160 famdies, all Indtans: 11ear it runs the river 
Pozue.os, its banks being cultivated and adorned 
with trees. The infiinc.t of the beafls ufed to 
this road is furprifing ; for even at the difiance 
of four leagues they fmell its water, and accord­
ingly purfue the fhortefi road. l\1orrope is 28 
or 30 leagues difrant from Se~hura,' all tha_t way 
being a fandy plain, the track continually fhifting. 

MosKITo, or MusK 1 To, a country of 
Mextco in North Amertca, between Truxillo 
and Honduras. Lat. 13and 15.N.and long85. 
and 88. W. It is bounded by the North-fea 
on the N. and E. by Nicaragua on the S. and 
by Honduras on theW. The Spaniards indeed 
reckon this a part of the province of Honduras, 
tho' they have no fettlements in the Mofkito 
country. 

When 
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When the Spaniards firfl: invaded this part of 

Mexico, they barbaroufly m acred mofi of the 
natives, whence proceeds the infupcrable aver­
:fion of fuch of them as efcaped into the inac­
ceffible mountains againil: the Spaniards: and 
for that reafon they have always readily joined 
with any Europeans that come upon their coafr 
in enterprifes againfi the Spaniards, particularly 
with the Englilh, who frequently come among 
them. ~ 

The Mofkito Indians being excellent inarkf­
men, are employed by the Englilh to fhike the 
manatee fifh; and many of them fail in Englifa 
veffels to Jamaica. 

When the Duke of Albemarle was governor 
of the ]aft-mentioned ifland, thefe people put 
themfelves under the proteB:ion of the crown of 
England, and their King received a commiffion 
from him. Since which time, when their King 
dies, the next male heir goes to Jamaica, and 
receives a commiffion accordingly; but before 
that he is not acknowledged as fuch by his 
countrymen. 

Late1y offers have been fent by us into the 
Mofkito country, in order to have colonies fet­
tled amonQ" them. 

MouNTJOY, a manor of Newcafi:le coun­
try, and Penfylvama, where the firft lime­
fione found in America was dug. This whole 
county is remarkable for its excellent gravel, 
a thing very rarely to be met with on the con­
~nent of America. 

MYRTLE IsLAND, an ill and in the. bay of 
Naifau in Florida. See NAssAu Bay. 

End if tht S E C 0 N D V 0 L U M E. 
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