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PREFACE.

P e el

THE author’s principal motives for laying
the ‘following pages before the public is, to
shew the importance of the Canadas, inorder
to “draw attention to their present perilous
gituation, with a view to adequate measures
being taken for their defence ; and to poibt out
the errors by which thé interests both of the
British ship-owners and North-American  colo-
nists' have been sacrificed to the Americans,
that the like mistakes may be guarded against,
in any negotiations with the American govern-
ment,

Frowm several, years residence in these colo-

nies, and his experience in their commercial

Aos
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concerns, and from the information he has
collecied from various channels, but particular-
ly the materials he had collected for a Statis-
tical Account of Canada, which he has nearly
ready for publication, “he flatters himself he
has been jenabled to commuiicaté some ‘very
useful information respecting their improveable
resources.

For much information which the author
has received, he has particularly to ac-
knowledge his obligations to Nathaniel ‘At-
chesony Esq. Secretary' to- the ' Commitieetof
Ship-owners for the: Port of London, by whom
hechassbeen'favoured with some very important
documents: respecting the trade'of ‘ouy North-
American possessions;

However sensible ‘he is ‘that ‘whit e niow
submits: tosthe public falls: short:of 'wht the
subjects streated: ‘of ‘are deserving, theyauthior
flatterschimself that the facishe has' stated; from
a‘varietyof authentic: documents, togetherawith
hig:own observations; will shew the importunce
of'those: colonies' beyond any" thitg that: has
hitherto appeared before the public.\ v
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TO THE
INHABITANTS
or

BRITISH NORTH ' AMERICA,

AND THE

BRITISH SHIP-OWNERS.

N e e

ALTHOUGIL the auther -has  drawhn up the

Jollowing . Jacts and observations withawiewy at

thas. ienitigal; moment, to. adyocate thescause:lof
British North . dmerica and British ship-owners,
whose interests and prosperity.areqanseparaeble,
he i3 mevertheless sensible ‘of | hisninadequacy! to

penfonml theundertaking inl.a mannen: suitable

eithem torithe amportance of 1thesubject anothe:

deserving of - his transatlantic fedlow -subjécts.
Fromseveral years residence inithe Canadashe

had an-oppentunity of - duly appreciating the wast

and. impraveablé: reseurces of (thosecolonies s, dmis

pressed with which,. and. @ warm negand-and
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attachment to the interests of their loyal inhabi-
tants, he has been induced, however insufficient
his abilities, -to endeavour to draw attention to
these important provinces ; and, in the course
of this work, the capabilities and interests of
all the British North- American colonies, as con-
nected with the interests of the British ship-
owners, are particularly brought into view.
The sacrifices heretgfore made to the Ameri-
cans, and the prospect of immediate negotia-
tion between the British and Américan go-
vernmenits, appear to him to render: the present
@ period peculiarly Sitted for discussing the . inte-
rests-of both ; and, he Satters himself that this
statement may net be altogether unproductive: of
advantage ito. theinr cause. To. further. . this
object, he wentures to suggest, that the British
ship-owners and North- American colonists shauld
come forward and lay before the British parlia-
ment\@ full developement of the resources of
thosé settiements, that their important interests
may be duby appreciated and protected in any fu-
ture “negotiations or commercial arrangements
with' the United States.

RGN LS
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TO THE

RIGHT HONOURABLE

GEORGE. ROSE,
Treasurer qf the Navy,
&e. &e. &e.

P e e

Sig,

PARTICIPATING in' the general esteem
in' which your unremitting attention to the in-

terests 'of the commerce of this country; par-

“ticularly of the British shipping; is held by all

commercial men, I'have presumed to offer the
following' pages to “your notice, trusting that
theimportance of the topics, which constitute
the subjects of inquiry, and the observations

they contain, will be accepted as a'satisfactory

“apology. ‘It is almost superfluous to' add; that
POLOgy l

the value, the danger, and the neglected state
of our North-American: colonies; at' the :pre-

sent juncture, are matters.of the:deepest interest
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xii INTRODUCTION,

to the British nation, and call , most urgently
!'\ for the, protection which your estimation and
ability enable you to afford.
" 4 From the facts stated, it is obvious, (that,
of all our colonies, those in North; America
: ‘._. are by far the most valuable to, this counizy ;
and, it is equally notorious, that, in the most
.» imminent danger, they have been left- com-
paratively unprotected. Neither the matchless
value of their territorial properties,— the un-
paralleled loyalty and patriotism of their,.in-

habltauta, — nor the vast and une\duuph e -

e provement they have lately made .in Brltlsh
R commerce, has been adequately dppwuated
) but, on the contrary, and whilst the inhabi:

tants of Europe, almost with one voice, e.:ﬁol
our liberality, applaud our courage and mags:
nanimity, and hail us as their protéctors. and
FS delivers, these, the most valuable, the. most
lmproveable of all our colonies have been left,

m a considerable degree, to their own eﬁ‘orts

afram-t a most inveter ate enemy.

B 3

That our North-American possessions are,

N i point of true national advantage, in the
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INTRODUCTION. X1il

thost eniinent degree éiititled to our consider-
ation, will, T4rust, be shewn; by the following
pages, in the most striking view.  For, as
to ‘all “the' 'properties’ which " render colonies
valuable to a'mother-country, they, of all our
colonial 'establishments, rank the highest: in
point “of présent ‘value they are of the first
magnitude; and, ‘as to growing importance,
both "as 'respects our commercial prosperity
and maritiine 'poWer they stand un pﬂré]]e]ed
The two grand motives for the acqulsmon
and pl‘o‘['e('hon of" ‘colonies are; ‘first, the
inéréase'of our merchant-shlppmg, for the sup-
ply of "ot navy with men; and, Sec‘oﬁﬂly'.
thé'\?i‘:ndihw of our manufactures. o
\Vlth respect to the support of our ‘3])1])})1]1“
the ambint oF the tonnage ' of Bl‘ltlbh -hlp¢
arffma“y dieared out t6 for eign part the w hale-
tisheries oxcepted, upon an averaﬂe "of 'the
fast ten years, was 801,408 tons, 1.1}')\%-':11'(].-‘; of
one-third of which was in the trade with our

American colonies,* whilst' the shipping em-

* * See No. 17, in the Appendix.
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ployed in ihe trade with China and the/whole
of our East-Indian possessions form only about
a twentieth pari.

Theamount of the earnings of British ships
in the whole of our imports from:foreign: ports,
upojvan average, for the same period, was only
about £7,212,672 ;* vet, such has been ihe
late' rapid-increase of the trade of our:Ameri-
can provinces; that, previous to the commence-
ment of actual hostilities with' | the  United
States, two millions and a half arose fromeur
intercourse with these valuable settlements.s;

As a market for' British.and celonial -pro-
duce and manufactures they have lately afford-
éd' a'demand-for npwards of two millions.and: -
an--half: for their own consumption, - hesides
about £3,000,000 for the supply of ‘the United
States, in- defiance. of her prohibitory: laws.
Thus, at a period when owr merchants and
manufacturers were suffering the greatest diss
tress, these colonies furnished a demand for
upwards. of five millions sterling of  British

* See No, 12, in the Appendix; + Bee No, 8, ibid.
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INTRODUCTION. XV

manufactures and colonial produce. ' From the
improvement of their owa trade, and, by
the access they opened for our commerce
through the strongest bulwark of American
prohibition, they have, in the shori space
of  four  years, (1806 io 1810,) added :up-
wards of four millions to the annual demand
for our manufactures, &c. whereas, the whele
demand for China and our East-Indian posses-
sions, through the East-India Company bas not
amounted to more than about £1,200,000; with-
out any probability of increase.

Indeed, the late increase of the commercial
importance of these colonies has been without
parallel. o At the conclusion of the American
war, their demand for British manufactures
and '‘colonial produce was only £3879,411,
and 10,317 ‘tons of British shipping were all
that annually cleared ont from theiv ports with
exported produce; but, in 1806, notwithstand-
ing their rights and privileges as British colonies
were almost completely sacrificed to America,
this demand -was increased from £379,414
to £1,381,718, and the shipping from 10,317
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to 124,247 tons. Further, when Buonaparie
and Mr. Jefferson destroyed the operation
of our own impolitic and destructive laws
and regulations, by which we had, in relation
to these colonies, sacrificed our commercial
and shipping interest, they, in four years,
increased their imports of British manufac-
tares and colonial produce from £ 1,381,718
to upwards of £ 2,500,000, and advanced the
employment afforded British ships from 124,247
0 309,394 tons. '

In this short period of four years inter-
val in the operation of the c;)ﬁ;mércial regu-
lations, ‘which had so cramped the natural
growth of the prosperity of these provinces,
the exports of timber increased from 95,975
t0 311,114 loads, being an increése of; é15,135,
evincing, in fact, a capability of increase to
almost any extent. This increase is nearly
double the amount of the demand of our
West-Indian settlements forlumber; and, con-
sidering the many - parliamentary inquiries
which have taken place upon the capabilities
of our North-American colonies in this re-
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emrem.
e

spect, it is a subject of regret that the legisla-
ture should have been so far misled or mis-
taken mpon a subject of such great national 1m-
portanee, For, notwithstanding all the inquiries
which took place, the Americans were still
allowed to supply almost the entire demand. of
our West-Indian settlements for this article.

As to the consideration of the supplies our
American colonies are capable of affording, the
facts I have stated make it eyident, that they
have proved their adequacy to supply both
the 1mother-country and her other colonies.
This is a fact of the greatest national im-
portance, in as much as shipping is indispen-
sablé to our 'sa_,fety and independence as a
ﬁgtion. To secure the carriage of the timber
we ih}port from the immense tonnage em-
ployed therein, is unquestionably an object of
the first nnportance to the shlpplng interest.

The magnitude of the augmentatlon, which
mlght be made to the employment of British
ships, may be estimated by comparing the
amount of fqi:eign tonnage annually employed

b
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in’ importing lumber into the mother-country

and her colonies, with the amount of the
tonnage of British shipping employed, in what
is called the carrying-trade, which I designate
the importing of goods for re-exportation, .and
carrying goods from one foreign port to another.
Upon making this comparison, it will be found
that the tonnage employed in the carrying-
trade consists of comparatively the smallest
amount ; and, if we except that part derived
from our own colonies, the tonnage employed
in the carrying-trade would be found o be
hardly deserving consideration.

But, however desirable an object it may be
to secure the carriage of this important article,
it is what we cannot _effectually accomplish,
except the timber is furnished by our own eolo- H
nies. For that which we import from foreign
countries must, inevitably, be carried almost
entirely by the ships of the countries exporting
it, because of the enormous advantage that
foreigners have over us in the cost of their
ships and in the expense of navigating them,
which may be very correctly estimated, by the

Bt o, N e —

3 . - e e e e
b R R o e - o PN TG




S —

Country
of the
in wha
esiguate
00, and
another,
e found
aITying-
smallest
t derived
mployed
d fobe

may be
article,
mplish,
yn golo-
foreigu
almost
porting
o¢, that
{, their
them,
by the

s e . B> | e ——y

INTRODUCTION., Xix

rule laid down for that purpose in No. 5, in
the ‘Appendix, and, in general, will be found
to amount to from 30s. to 50s. per ton upon
a six .months’ voyage. This disadvantage
could only be obviated by an adequate coun=
tervailing duty. But, to raise our counter-
vailing duty at once, from seven-pence half-
penny’ per ton to 30s. or 50s. per ton, might
be “attended with some difficulty. For, al-
though no delicacy might be necessary with
regard to America, upon this score, she ha-
ving, instead of 50s. charged at the rate of at
least £3 against us, yet, with respect to those
governments that have not hitherto charged
high countervailing duties against us, it might
be atténded with some inconvenience.

This important purpose is, therefore, only
to be"eﬂ'ectedrby obtaining the timber from our
own ‘¢colonies': ‘and the resources of our Ame-
riéan “‘colonies being commensurate to this
demand; we " have ‘it in our power, in one
single départifiént”of the direct trade with our
colonies;" to"ddd" " to” the employment of Bri-

tish shipping ‘an amount of tonnage exceed-
b 2
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ing that” of the greatest extent of our’pre-
sent carrying-trade, notwithstanding its ‘vast
variety and extended scale.

In respect to foreign timber, therefore, under
existing circumstances, the ‘interests of' this
counltry,—the custom of other nations,—and the
example of our ancestors, require that it should
etther be prohibited or charged with adequate
protecting duties in favour of our own colonies.
In urging this measure, it may be observed,
that foreign governments, although they might
have a right to remonstrate concerning the par-
tial operation of such laws as we'might enact
for prohibiting or rendering foreign produce
liable to high protecting duties in favourof our
own colonies, yet, in point of principle, ‘they
hdve no right to bring them ‘at all'into diseiis-
sion. To be'“ putupon a footing 'with the'most:
favoured nations™ is all they ¢an reasonably
insist upon. ! '

‘The’ crilerion for "estimating this 'protect-
ing duty is, the difference between: the freight
and” other ‘expenses incurred in'importing
timber from our own colonies and ‘the freight

S TR e — - o T
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INTRODUCTION. x¥i

and expense incurred in importing it from fo-
reign - countries, to which an addition should
be made to secure a preponderance in favour
of our own colonies. As we cannot, consis+
tently with equity and justice; charge the tim-
ber of different countries at different rates of
duties; but must eharge the same amount upon
all foreign timber indiscriminately,, it is, there:
fore, necessary to compare the amount of ex-
pense-on all the foreign timber imported into
this.country, and take the expense npon that
imported at the cheapest rate, g8 & maximum
for ascertaining the amount of the preteciing
duty.

Suppose, for instance, that the freight and
other expense upon timber imported from the
following countries, to be—from the British
colounies in North- America, £6; from the United
States, £6; from Russia, £2: 155 and from
Prussia, £2: 10 ; the difference between the ex-
peuse of importing timber from Prussiaand from
our ¢oloniesin: America, the one being £2:10
and the other £6,is .£3 : 10; and, suppose 5s.
per load added, to give a preponderance in fa-
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vour of our own colonies, £3 ; 15 per load is
therefore the protecting duty which ought to be
charged upon-all foreign timber jndiscrimi<
nately.

These remarks; concerning timber imay, per
haps;, be considered rather prolix.. Upon con-
sidering, however, that, with respect to the ex-
pense of importation, the gross amount of the
present duty charged upon foreign timber is
not even sufficient to put our own American
colonies upon an equality with the countries
upon the Baltic, &c.;—that part of this duty is
only a war-tax, to cease in six months after a
peace ;—and, thal it is even probable that
foreigri courts may be at this very moment
using their influence io have this duty reduced,
whilst our colonists and ship-owners may re-
main in ignorance of what is going on, till they
hear their fate in these interests for years to come
officially announced;—upon considering and
reflecting upon these circumstances, it is con-
ceived not irrelevant, but, on. the contlary, re-
quisite ‘that we' should: enter ‘more ‘minutely
into detail upon a subject, which, of all others,
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it Thust be admitted, 'is of the very first magni-

tude to the British shipping-interest.
""The annual demand of our West-Indian set-

tlements for lumber is about - 147,275 tons

“For agricultural produce about 72,499

“For fish about -'- = -~ -~ 32,603
This 252,377 tons*
is suﬁiment to have loaded about210,315 register

tons. | Upon an average ef three vears pre-

v10us. to the mtelruptlon of our commermal n-
tercourse with the Umted States, the Arieri-

cans farnished of this demand the enormous
proportlun of 211,043 tons, with which they
must have cleared out at least 175,870 register
tons of shipping. By attending to the facts which

Ibh‘l“ state, it will be found that our own colo-

‘ mes were capable of furnishing these articles,

in suﬂiment abundauce for the qupply of our

o 14 B

* See No. 6, in the Appendix.

+ Mahiy of "the ‘vessels used in supplying theWest lndies
with American  produce. are small_sharp fast-sailing vessels,
which will scarcely carry tom measurement equal to their

re"mer tons,
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West-Indian settlements ; . and, consequently,
this privilege granted to the Americans was alto-
gether unnecessary. The adequacy of our Ame-
rican provinces to furnish agricultural produce
in sufficient abundance for the supply of our
West-Indian settlements, may, compared ywith
their resources in other produce, perhaps, be
considered the most questionable. The causes,
however, which T have assigned, for hitherto
preventing the improvement of their resources
in this respect, and the means which would
prove effectual in improving these capabilities,
soasto produce supplies adequate to all our
demands, will, I trust, be found quite satisfac-
tory upon these  important points, Indeed,
the interests of ‘the nation renders it the impe-
rious ‘duty of his Majesty’s ministers, " on ente-
ring into ‘any negotiations or “commercial ar-
rangements with ‘the American government,
adequately to ‘inform themselves respeeting
the ' great'and improvable resources ‘of our
North-American pro{'inces, and detect the
mistaken  policy of our late commercial regus
lations, * by which they were sacrificed to

FETNCERETN  ~eisTut SR ¥ F oot
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INTRODUCTION. XXy

the United Stated, so as to avoid similar er-
rors,

Amongst the sacrifices made to .the Ameris
eans,» the principal are to be found. in the open:
ing" of the ports of ous colonies to théir shipsy—=
in the adeantages allowed them in - the counters
vailing duties .charged by them and us respec-
tively,~+and inithe admissioncof: their produce
into- this country, - at: lower dutiés thaw ithoese
charged - upon the produce of  other foreign na~
tions, » Inthese, the sacrifice of British ship-
ping, 'and theinjury done to British' merchants
and British manufacturers, and our North-Ame-
ricdan colonists, are immense;:

Nothing,” surely, could have-been moreé im-
politic than to liave allowed #hem to have sup-
plied our colonies: with- masts, spars, square
timber, -deals; -or staves, or any other descrips
tion of lumber; comsidering our owi-American
golonies are evidently capable of supplying
even double the demand, both of the meother<
country and hex colonies ; yet they were allow-
ed and even encouraged to supply our colonies
in every part of the world; with these bulky
articles.
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«Could the amount | of the American tonnage
employed in their trade to our colonies in Eu-
rope, in Africa, and inthe East Indies; be ¢or-
rectly ascertained, and adding the amount of the
tonnage of the lumber they imported into: this
country, to  the 175,870 tons rcleared ‘loiit
annually in their.irade with our Waest-Indian
colonies, - the amount would  be found to' ' be
enormous. There is 'no ‘doubt but 'that fhe
amount: of ‘tonnage, which they enmiployed " in
these direct spoliations upon British’ commercé,
bore a very large proportion te ithe whole
amount of tonnage we employed i foreign
trade. :

Theinjuries we sustained, by thetrade which
the cAmericans ' were - allowed itg carry “on
with | our icoloniés, was, however, mot merely
confined ‘to our shipping interest. Their inter:
course: with - our “West-Tndian possessions has
always  been attended with smugglings ‘they
imported - East-Indian ' and Chinese produce
and © mannfactures largely’ into“these - setile:
ments ; and smuggled out sugars’in vetturn:”

In their trade with our East-Indian’ posses-
sions, too, they could import East-Indian and

ARG T T —
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INTRODUCTION. xxvil

Chinese produce and manufactures in such
quantities, and at, comparatively, such low
prices as to enable them almost entirely to
supply our West-Indian and North-American
colonies. It follows, from their direct trade
with the East Indies, that they can import India
goods into the United States at a much lower
rate than that at which the like articles could be
imported from London through our East-India
Company ; consequently, vastimportations were
made for their own consumption, which super-
seded a proportionate consumption of British
manufactures,

The duty charged, by the East-India Com-
pany, -apen the American trade with our
East-Indian possessions has been, ' by some,
held. . forth as an. equivalent for this privi-
lege,; ,This is_an .argument too absurd to
merit notice. . But, as it has  beenadvanced
in support. of the measure, ' even by some
of  our legislators, it may, therefore, be ob-
served, concerning its absurdity, that it is no
more reasonable than it would be to exelude

British ships from the port of London and
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endeavour to vender the measuare palatable by
urging the imposition of “a duty.” The trade
must pay theé duty, and whenever' it or 'any
other trade céases to afford a profit, after pay-
ing duties and other expenses to which it is
liable, it'will, ‘indeed it mrust, be discontinved:
The Britishgovernment, theérefore) instead of hax
ving ‘opened the ports af'dar Asidtic settlements
to the Americans, ‘ought rathér 10'have opéned
them to'd'generdl trade with'thie British 'islands’
and strictly to 'have' obdetved” the "Taw swwhith
prohibited foreigners from ‘ahy participation’ i
the trade ‘of our ‘coloniés. 'For it''ls {0 these
wise“laws] “which ' weré heéld “‘sdcred by our
aficéstors,’ that'“'we''aré ' indebted “for”' ships,
colonies, ‘and commerce.

“The “ddvaritages ‘allowed ‘the ' Anfericans” i
the counterviiling duties charged by them and"
us, respectively, will ‘be found' to* have beén'
enormous. ‘These ‘respective’ duties’ were, mo’
doibt, About equal in' point of per Centage upon’
the ‘other duties’ chatged: the Anmeicans aka:
us chiarged 10'pér cent. respectively; But they”
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INTRODUCTION, XXX

differed widely, however, with respect to real a-
mount,—no less indeed than three thousand three
hundred per. ¢ent. agaipst. the British ship-own-
exrs,—our. counteryailing .duty being about 224,
per ton, and that.of .the Americans £3 per ton.

Theadmission of United-States produce ata
lower rate of duties than was charged upon the
produce jof other foreign .nations was equally
unjust. towards other foreign mnations and. our
own, colonists, as it was injurious o our ship-
ping interest, | The United States, gave: us ino
advantage over other foreigners ;. but, .on the
confrary, singledus out for many-insnlis and
disadyantages, Then, surely it, was ungracious to
other . foreign nations to grant her this peculiar
privilege. Qur North-American colonists, being
¢xcluded any participation in almost any other
trade than, thai of  the 1110ther-coun&y, have
an undoubted right to look for a reciprocal ad-
vantage in the exclusive privilege of supplying
her,with.all articles, of which they could  fur-
nish her with suflicient supplies, (such as lum-
her, . fish, &c.) and for adequate encourage-

ment in protecting duties upon those articles
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of foreign produce, of which she could only
furnish partial supplies.

Now is the time to remedy all those evils
which existed in our commercial regulations
with America. -~ And, indeed, it  is:/to ' be
hoped, that his Majesty’s ministers will ‘mot
put the United States only “uponra footing
with the most favoured . nations ;” but -that; in
their commercial arrangements with all foreign
nations, they will duly appreciate and protect
the vast resources of these colonies.

No news ever reached Canada, that gave
more sincere joy, than the remark, which
you made in the House of Commons, that
the Americans should be « put upon a foot-
ing with the most favoured nations.” They
understood ; your .meaning to ' be, that the
United-States produce ‘was to be rendered lia-
ble to the same rate of duties as that of other
foreign nations ; and 1 sincerely hope, for the
sake of British commerce, the protection’ of
the British shipping-interest, and ihe prospe-
rity of our colonies, that their hopes will not
be disappointed.

T T e T s
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INTRODUCTION. xxxi

The public are already under many obliga-
tions to you, for your zealous and vigilant
attentions to the general concerns of the com-
mercial world, by which the ship-owners have
particularly benefitted: and I hope the follow-
ing: pages will prove, that in no department of
British commerce could you more essentially
serve:the ‘commercial ‘and shipping " interests
of _the country than by ‘your consideration of
those affairs which relate 10 or affect the ifiter-
ests of our North-American colonies.

Fhave ‘the honour to be,

with sentiments of the
. greatest respect and esteem,
SIR,
Your mostobedient and

' ‘very humble servant,

DAVID ANDERSON.
Losdon,
March,10,11814.

Bl
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VALUE AND IMPORTANCE

OF THE

BRITISH COLONIES

In

NORTH AMERICA.

CHAP. 1.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ©ON THE BRITISH
NORTH-AMERICAN PROVINCES, SHIPPING
AND COMMERCIAL INTERESTS, ETC.

Tue critical situation in which our colonies
in North" America have been placed by the pre-
sent war withthe United States; the neglected
state of our shipping ‘interest; the precari-
ous dependence, to which our West-Indian
colonists have, for several years past, been
often reduced, for articles indispensably ne-
cessary to their very existence; are subjects,

B
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which the circumstances that mark the pre-
sent period render peculiarly interesting.
Relating to these important points, the com-
mercial connection which existed, and the in-
tercourse which has been maintained, between
the United States and our American continental
colonies, our West-Indian colonies, and this
country, previous to the late hostile steps
resoried to by the Americans, are topics, the
investigation and discussion of which are not
only of the greatest importance to the British
nation collectively, but to our ship-owners in
particular, and therefore constitute matter of
the most serious consideration for the legislator.
The marking features which constitute the
essential character of our North-American
colonies necessarily claim, in the outset, our
most particular attention. Their vast extent of
coast; their fisheries ; their forests ; their rela-
five situation with respect 1o the United
States ; their population; the state of agricul-
ture and quality of the soil; their exports and
imports; all these constitute collectively and
individually, subjects of most interesting  con-
sequence, as well during the ¢

war with America, as with . reference to any

ontinuance of a
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BRITISH AMERICAN COLONIES. 3

treaty which might be in contemplation for the
termination. of the present hostilities: more
especially, as a well-directed line of policy
towards these valuable possessions would
undoubtedly call into action their numerous
and hitherto much-uneglected capabilities, and
thereby promote the various interests involved

in the important subjects above mentioned.
Perhaps to the statesman, who has an eye to
our domestic policy, most of the general and
some of the particular points of local informa-
tion respecting these provinces may be familiar ;
but, as far as relates to the shipping-interest,
and the various commercial connections which
these general points of policy involve, there
are so many minute details regarding both the
geographical and statistical character of these
provinces,—so many local peculiarities fami-
liar to those only who have experienced the
practical result of the former, and had an oppor-
tunity of examining the properties of the latter,
that communications upon such topics, from
persons adequately informed, may not only be
found useful to the merchant and ship-owner,
but to the statesman, either in vigorously
prosecuting the war, or in negociating or ar-
B2

-
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4 IMPORTANCE OF THE

ranging a pacific or commercial treaty, the
most accurate information upon such points is
absolutely indispensable.

With regard to our shipping interest, for
example, the statesman may be aware of the
estabhshed custom and sound policy of im-
posing a countervailing duwty in favour of our
own ships, in order, as far as possible, to se-
cure the carriage of the raw material which
we import ; but, without correct information,
and a strict attention to many minute circum-
stances, which' can only be thoronghly known
to 'and correctly communicated by ship-own-
ers, or ‘others intimately acquainted with the
shipping-interest, he may commit the most
egregious mistakes. For, in the absence of
such minute information, or from not properly
discriminating between interested communica-
tions ‘and the fair statements of those who are
unbiased 'by any secondary ‘conside ations, in-
stead of securing(as he may have lmagined)
our ship-ownérs interest in the'carriage of such
commodities, he may have actually agreed to
a preference given to the ships of foréign na-
Fions:—He may, in the arrangement of com-
mercial treaties with other powers, have sacri-

e T R
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BRITISH AMERICAN COLONIES. o

ficed the interest of our ship-owners, as here-
tofore, by contenting himself, upon the one
hand, with a countervailing duty of 'thirteen
pence per ton, or the hundredth part of the
freight, in favour of our own ships, (See No.
3, in the Appendix); and, upon the other
hand, by agreeing to a countervailing duty
of £3 per ton, in favour of the ships of foreign
nations, (See No. 4.)—He may be possessed
of a large share of general information regard-
g our American provinces; but, in order
that he may be enabled duly to appreciate,
protect, and encourage, the improvement
of the valuable properties of these colos
nies in  any negotiations concerming them,
it is absolutely necessary that he should
know the existence of many minute and im-
portant circumstances, of which it is evident
our legislators have been hitherto ignorant,
For instance, he may view the supplying of
our West-Indian islands with American pro-
duce from our own colonies, as a very desirable
object; and may, therefore, feel inclined to en-
courage it ; but he should also know, that even
after the question, whether or not our American
provinces could supply our Weest-Indian istands
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with flour, lumber, &c. had been frequently dis-
\ cussed in the British parliament, that flour
) still continued to be carried from the banks of
the St. Laurence to the ports of the United
States, to be there shipped in American ves-

sels for these very istands; and that lumber still
continued to: lie rotting in the ports of our
provinces, for want of a market, whilst these
islands continued to be supplied with the
above articles from the United States ; other-
wise, how could he guard and secure our ship-
ping and: commercial interests in legislating or
negotiating concerning them >—He must know,
as a maxim of general policy, that it is
expedient ‘we should protect and encourage
our own fisheries ; but it is highly important that
he should also know, that, whilst the Americans
were encouraged in supplying our West-Indian
islands with fish actually caught and cured
upon our own coast, by authority of the British
government, our own fisheries laboured under
the greatest difficulties in finding a market.

I certainly do not pretend to give all the ne-
cessary information upon these subjects, but
shall endeavour to point out and make 2 few
remarks upon some of those of the most mate-

NG D S0 RN e TR ey
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BRITISH AMERICAN COLONIES. 7

rial importance, in order, if possible, to lead o
their complete elucidation by others more com-
petent. Indeed our ship-owners and mer-
chants at large are called upon at this critical
period, to communicate the fullest information
to Government concerning our shipping, — our
American provinces, — and our Wesi-Indian
colonies,—in order to put them sufficiently
upon their guard against these important
interests being again sacrificed, as they have
been by former commercial treaties.

Hitherto, from  some strange misconcep-
tion of the reciprocal interests of the mother-
country and her transatlantic possessions, the

British government has been in many respects,

actually legislating for the advantage of

America, both before and after the disgrace-
ful commercial treaty, which the Americans
threatened and frightened us into, in the year
1794, which operated in their favour until
lately, when, fortunately, a period was put to
it by their insufferable encroachments and un-
bounded ambition ;—actually legislating in fa-
vour of those very people, who, as soon as
they had, by her fostering care and protection,
acquired sufficient sirength, rebelled against

%
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her, and succeeding in asserting their indepen-=
dence, became, and have beeén hitherto, hei
bitterest enemies ;—in favour of America; with
whom we are now at ‘war, and who looks at
our extensive arid improving colonies along her
frontiers with a jealous eye, straining every
nerve to wrest from us these most important
possessions, the tenure of which, we in a great
measure owe to the loyalty and patriotism of
their inhabitants.

America is thoroughly aware of the value
and ‘growing importance of these colonies,
and shapes her course accordingly ; she knows
that when the mother-country is uonder a state
of seclusion from the continent, these colonies
are capable of supplying her with various
articles of the most material importance,—with
articles for which, although  essential to her
political existence, Great Brifaii has neverthe-
less been dependent upon the precarious sup-
plies of her very enemies.

But exclusive of these advantages which the
mother-country derives from the natural pro-
duce of these possessions; we must look to their
growing importance to her as a market for hey
manufactures, which, for want of demand,
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BRITISH AMERICAN COLONIES. 9

have  of late years been -at times roiting
in. our warehouses, and consequently many
of our valuable and industrious mechanics
were rendered  destitute of their usual means
of support, and thereby exposed to that spiri
of riot and discontent, which has so lately
convulsed ' the northern : counties; awd: spread
confiision over districts which, previously to
these disastrous oecurrences, had been the
scene of coimmercial industry and domestie
comfort. :

I have already observed, that one of ihe
main objects, which I have in view, is to
draw attention to the eritical situation of
the British previnces, particularly the Cana-
das, in consequence of the present war: |1
shall, therefore, by way of shewing their impor-
tance to- Great Britain, 1n order to. stmmulate
her to adequate measares for their defence,
take notice of the topographical characteristics
of these colonies and several features of do-
mestic policy, with respect to their relations
with the mother-country, with the British set-
tlements in the West-Indies, and with the
United States, which appear of mosi essential

consequence, to be minutely investigated and
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maturely considered, with reference to any
: negotiations, for the termination of hostilities.
N These observations, however, will be carried

little further than merel y to impress distinctly
and emphatically the importance of the sub-
ject.

Information of this kind will, no doubt,
have some weight in the estimation of our legis-
lators, whenever negotiations for peace with
America shall bein progress : such information
is, indeed, absolutely necessary, in order to
ascertain the genuine interests, both of the mo-
ther-country and of her colonies ; as, without ﬂ
a correct knowledge of such particulars, it
would be impossible to form any adequate idea
of the extent to which they might be rendered
available to Great Britain,; nor what political
regulations would be best calculated to rouse
into action and give full play to these most
important  advantages, which these colonies
possess.

That the operation of political  regulations

or legislative enactments have hitherto been so

much misconceived and misdirected, as to

impair many of those valuable capabilities
inherent in these provinces, and the principle

W S T el A .
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BRITISH AMERICAN COLONIES. 11

by which these most impolitic ‘measures have
been directed has been much better calcu-
lated 1o promote the interesis of the ©Ameri-
cans, who have, ever since their independence;,
been our secret enemy, and are now in open
hostility with 'us, than of these colonies, or
Great Britain, is a position, which it is my
present object to substantiate.

In illustrating these intended observations,
although I shall indeed generally take notice
of all- the four British provinces, yet, as the
Canadas form at present the principal object
of attack by the Americans, and constitute, in
many respects, the most important of our
American possessions, 1 shall be more par-

ficular with respect to these provinces.

Tue most important advantages which dis-
tinguish the British colonies in America are the
vast and inexhaustible forests of valnable tim=
ber which abound throughout the whole ; the
excellent quality of the land which predomi-
nates, particularly in the Canadas; and the
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extentive variety of productive fisheries which
surround their coasts.

Upon reaching Quebec, in ascending the
St.. Laurence, the country begins to improve
in - point of fertility, ‘and upon reaching St.
Anns, which is sixty miles above Quebec,
a/tract of ‘the finest and most fertile land in
America, commences uponr  both sides of
that river, and continues upwards to the ex-
tremity of Lake Superior, being a length,
from St. Anns, of about Jifteen hundred miles.

Ungquestionably this vast extent of country,
advancing in such rapid progress of improve-
ment,—the superior quality of the soil, and
its other important advantages, have excited
the envy and jealousy of the government
of the United States, and had the most
powerful influence for commencing the pre-
sent war. My own opinion is, that their
cupidity for these colonies has been a much
stronger stimulus, than the ostensible pretext,

relative to the impressment. of their seaimen.
The American government is fully aware that
the produce of all that part of their territory
which lies upon’ the St. Laurence and the
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BRITISH AMERICAN COLONIES. 13

Lakes, from Lake Champlain upwards, must
be exported through the river St. Laurence ;
and that, by the same channel, the inhabitants
of that extensive territory must consequently
be supplied with foreign produce and manu-
factures.

The Americans, no doubt, conceived this the
most favourable opportunity, which would
ever occur, for wresting the Canadas from
Great Britain: for, hitherto, the people who
inhabit the northern parts of the United
States, are, as will be made appear here-
after, still in complete ignorance of the ex-
tent to which they can be benefited by having
the English along their frontiers; and from
hence, they more easily become dupes of their
own government, respecting misrepresentations
of their interest in this respect.

When the Americans see an extent -of up-
wards of 1200 miles of their frontier-settle-
ments, now closing in umion with those of the
English colonies, and are thoroughly apprised
that this is a door opening to British com-
merce, which will not only prove profitable
both to the English and their colonists : but
also know, that it will prove advantageous to

i W o
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all such of their own citizens as inhabit that
extensive country along the Canadian frontiers,
and therefore know that at any after period
it might be very difficult, if not impossible, to
imduce that portion of their population to take
a part in a war so contrary to their interest;
they have for these reasons, therefore, eagerly
embraced the first opportunity that offered

for commencing hostilities.

ALTHOUGH the geographical position of
our American provinces is sufficiently pointed
out in the maps, yet, as some importanti in-
ferences are intended to be drawn from their
boundaries, and also from their extent of
coast, compared with that of the United States,
I have thought it expedient to enter into the
following statement : —

The extreme length of Nova Scotia, which
extends from the gut of Canso to Cape Sable,
is about two hundred miles, and its breadth
about ninety.

The province of New Brunswick extends
from the bay of Fundy to Chelleaure Bay,

R . L] (L —
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BRITISH AMERICAN COLONIES. 15

being its extreme length, which is also about
two hunded miles ; and its extreme breadth,
from the gulph of St. Laurence to the line
which divides the province from the state
of Main, is about one hundred and twenty
miles.

Of these two provinces New Brunswick
ouly borders upon the United States; the
length of this communication is about two
hundred and twenty miles.

The province of Lower Canada extends from
the mouth of the St. Laurence, upwards to
St. Regis, about sixty miles above Montreal ;
being a length of about six hundred miles,
upon that noble river, from whence it derives
anany of the important local advantages which
it so eminently enjoys.

On the south it is bounded by the British
province of New Brunswick, and the states of
Vermont, and New York. From Cape Ro-
ziers upwards, for more than one hundred
miles, the country consists of barren rocky
mountains, and is therefore unsettled ; but be-
yond that distance it is settled to the upper
extremity. The breadth of this part of the
province lying upon the south side of the St.
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Laurence is very irvegular; its oreatest breadth
may be about one hundred ' miles, and the
average perhaps about sixty.

That part of the province which lies upon
the north side of the St. Laurence has Upper
Canada for its upper boundary ; the division
line betwéen the two provinces comihencing
from-the St. Laurence at a point about twenty
miles above the mouth of the river Ottawa.

Iis eastern boundary is the Labradore coast ;
and its northermn boundary-line Hudson’s Bay.
The extent of this part of the province, upon the
north of the bauks of the St. Laurence, (being,
from the border of Upper Canada down-
wards to the islands of Mingan, in the mouth
of that river,) is about seven hundred miles.
Of this extent, however, there are not more
than three hundred and fifty miles settled ;
the settlements only extending downwards to
Rock Bay, which is one hundred miles below
Quebec.

The province of Upper Canadais situated up-
on the north side of the river St. Laurence, Lake
Ountario, Lake Errie, Lake Huron, Lake Supe-
rior, Lake of the Woods, &c. and from thence
upon a line undefined 10 the Pacific ‘Ocean.

AT e - —_—
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From Lower Canada, along this inland navi-
gation, which is so singularly convenient,
beautiful, and extensive, to the extremity of
Lake Superior, is a length of about zhirteen
hundred and fifty miles of an almost uninter-
rupted continuation of a fine fertile soil, and
in every respect a most delightful country: a
very considerable proportion of this extent,
however, is still unsettled. The settlements, at
present, only extend to Detroit, which is sitnate
between Lake Errie and Lake Huron, being
a distance of about five hundred and fifty
miles from the border of Lower Canada: but
the fine climate, the superiority of the soil,
and the conveniences and advantages of local
situation, are such that the settlements are ex-
tending upwards very rapidly.

Tt appears, therefore, that from Detroit, which
is the uppermost of the settlements, downwards
to their lowest extremity, at Rock Bay, which
1s one hundred miles below Quebee, is an ex-
tent of about nine hundred miles settled upon
the north banks of the St. Laurence and its
lakes : this, with the above four hundred and
fifty miles of the lower province, inhabited
upon the south side, makes the whole extent

C
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% ; - :
4 of the settlements of the two Canadas, lying )
'\.' upon the banks of the St. Laurence and the i
Lakes, about thirteen hundred and fifty miles. I
;,'-":' The possession of such an immense extent i
3 of country, upon this inland navigation, so ad- o
vantageously situate for commercial purposes, I
P is necessarily of the first importance to Great §
L * Britain W
5 w
4 % 5 €l
¥ £l
Y It is important to take notice of the great i

length of frontier by which these provinces and

r: the United States communicate with each other, ,g
‘A in order to shew the commercial facilities and !
Y those most importapt and permanent advanta- b
o ges, which this extended communication is cal- th
culated to afford to British commerce; which i

e will more adequately enable us to judge how I

far these circumstances, and the rapid im-
provement of this part of the American fron-
tier, have roused the jealousy of the United ki
States and prompted them to the commence-

fat
: ment of hostilities. i
Considering the great length of the line of ,

& frontier, by which the British ptrovinces com-
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BRITISH AMERICAN COLONIES. 19

municate with the United States, no human
power can prevent a commerce, highly advanta-
geous to the British, being carried on between
the two countries :—a commerce, which to us,

considering the great extent and growing

prosperity of the country constituting these
frontiers, must be a permanent source of
wealth ; but particularly during times and cir-
cumstances such as we have lately experi-
enced, during the period our most inveterate
enemy has succeeded in shutting us out from
the continent of Europe.

This intercourse has been hitherto limited,
from the immense tract of unsettled land which
divides the two countries, having been con-
fined to a few roads of communication, and
these few even very inconvenient: the quan-
tity of British manufactures hitherto introduced
into the United States has, therefore, notwith-
standing this extended line of frontier, been
comparatively small ; the same circumstances
have also had the same effect on the transpor-
tation of produce by the Americans to the St.
Laurence.

The demand for British manufactures in
these colonies has been hitherto indeed little

c2
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more than for the supply of the inhabitants ;
but, as the settlements of the British colonies
and the United States have now begun to meet
throughout an extent of upwards of 1,200

miles of their frontier — a length greater than
the whole extent of the coast of the United
States, from New Brunswick to Florida, a door
is thereby now opening for the introduction of
British manufactures, to the United States—a
door which, whilst the British keep it open, by
encouraging the commerce which it gives ac-
cess to, America can neither, by prohibitory
laws, prevent the introduction of British goods,
nor, by embargo, hinder the produce of that
vast extent of country from being transported
to the shipping-ports of the St. Laurence,—two
objects of the first importance to the mother
country,

Such parts of the frontiers of the two coun-
tries as are settled are rapidly encreasing in
population, which is also daily acquiring an ac-
celerated accumulationby continual emigrations
from the eastern states, not merely to that part
of the United States, bordering upon
but also into these provinces.

The immense extent of Americau territory,

Canada,
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just emerging from a dreary wilderness into a
fine fertile country, upon the very frontier of
the British colonies,— upon the navigable wa-
ters of the St. Laureuce, which must inevitably
earry its produce to where it can only be ship-
ped by British merchants ; and, from whence it
can only be carried by British ships, has, as I
have before hinted, excited in the American
government a degree of jealousy of which few
people are aware. For that government, as
well as the governments of the continent of
Europe are not ignorant of the profit and
sound policy of seeuring, as far as possible,
the carriage of all their own produce, and
also of grasping all within their reach of the
carriage of the goods of other nations.

They know that as the overflowing of a
fountain, after answering the specific purpose
for which it was opened, finds out the channel
most congenial to its current, so the surplus
produce of this new and fertile country, al-
though hitherto almost absorbed by the great
demand, arising from the vast influx of settlers,
must likewise, in large quantities, push its
way through the most convenient chanmel to
another market : they also know that this chan-
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nel must be the Si. Laurence; and, conse-
quently, that the markets must necessarily be
those, in which neither their merchants, nor
their ships can be employed in the exporta-
tion of produce ; and are, therefore, sufficients
ly apprised that the British must exclusively
enjoy all the advantages resulting from this fine
couniry, hitherto unknown, but now rising
into importance.

Thoroughly impressed with these advanta-
ges, and the increasing importance of these co-
lonies, to Great Britain, the United States
will, during the present war, make propor-
tionate exertions to obtain possession of them :
or, at the period of hostilities, endeavour, by
some commercial treaty, to get them again sa-
crificed to their interest: but the mother-coun-
try, from motives of the soundest policy and
regard to self-interest, is bound to make com-
mensurate exertions to defend these valuable
colonies in time of war, and protect them in
their legitimate privileges in time of peace.

The following may be considered a few
of the advantages which Great Britain derives

from this great length of inlang navigation

and extended communication between the
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=

United States and the British provinces, viz:—
The river St. Laurence and the Lakes must
be the principal channel for the commerce of
the countries upon both sides, as well the
American side as the Canadian, both in the
export and import trade: as long, therefore,
as the British hold their present possessions
they must exclusively enjoy that trade.—The
inhabitants of the British colonies pay almost
no taxes, whilst their neighbours, the Ame-
ricans, upon the opposite banks of the river,
are liable to heavy taxes and other public bur-
thens : our colonists will, therefore, undoubt-
edly continue firmly attached to the govern-
ment from which they enjoy this advantage.
British manufactures, &c. being admitted into
Canada, duty free, whereas they are liable
to heavy duties in the United States ; and the
St. Laurence being the shortest and cheapest
channel by which these countries can be sup-
plied with foreign commodities, the Canadians
will thereby have the supplying of the Ame-
ricans who inhabit the country upon  their
frontiers, with British and other foreign
manufactures secured to them. This exten-
sive frontier will prove a door always open

o
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to the introduction of British manufactures,
in spite of the most rigid enactments of thg
American government to the contrary; and,
moreover, the higher the duties charged by
the American government are, either to an-
SwWer pecuniary purposes, or, to encourage
domestic manufactures, the greater will be
the encouragement held out to their citizens tos
evade them by smuggling: the higher the
duties, therefore, the greater will be the ad-
vantages enjoyed by the British over other
foreigners by this exclusive door of access,
And should America at any future time, as they
have at some former periods, charge a higher
duty upon British than upon other foreign
merchandise, the difference, instead of exclu-
ding our manufactures, will only operate as
a countervaluing duty in favour of the Cana-
dian importers and the British ships, as well
as prove an additional inducement held - out
to their own citizens to evade the duty. For,
certain it is, lhat all the revenue of the United
States is not sufficient to keep up a custom-
house establishment, sufficient to prevent
smuggling by means of this immense door of
access, provided the American duties, as I haye
observed, constitute a sufficient inducement.
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The benefits which will result to the Cana-
dians, as well as the other colonists, however,
from the enjoyment of their rightful privileges
in respect to the exportation of their produce,
will give them by far the most important ad-
vantages over the Americans; namely, in
securing to them the supplying of our West-
Indian colonies with American produce,—and,
in charging the same duties upon American
lumber and other produce imported into the
mother country as upon that of other foreign
nations ;—these fair, just, and legitimate, pri-
vileges secured to our American colonists,—
privileges which too vitally concern our ship-
ping interest,—will do more towards securing
the attachment of our American colonists than
all other advantages united ;—nay, more than
all other favours which the mother country
has it in her power to bestow upon them.

IN modern times, when navigation is found
to be the principal source from whence flows
the riches and independence of nations, or at
least the channel through which these valuable
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blessings are, in the most eminent degree,
derived, of all the properties which charac-
terise any country, the extent of coast and
the navigable facilities which it affords are
the first in importance.

Concerning our American provinces, there-
fore, it may be remarked as a most important
fact, that the extent of navigable shores of
inhabited and fertile country, 'accessible to
ships from sea, is greater than that similarly
navigable in the possession of the United
States, from New Brunswick to Florida.

In explanation of what is meant by the
term shore, or 'coast, (so far-as regards this
comparison,) such only is intended, as will

admit of ships of three hundred tons register .

measurement ; a burthen sufficiently large to
carry produce to foreign markets at the lowest
rate of freights,

The extent of shores of the settled and
fertile territory of the continent of North Ame-
rica, belonging to Great Britain, ‘amounts in
the aggregate, to 1310 miles.*

* In estimating the extent -of the navigable shore of the

British colonies, 1 have reckoned from the River St. Croix,

to
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This is a greater length of pavigable coast
than that which was lost by the last American

which divides the province of New Brunswick from the
State of Main, round the coast of Nova Scotia, through
the gut of Canso and along that part of the coast -of New
Brunswick and Leower Canada which frents the gulph of St.
Laurence to Cape Roziers, making a length of 600 miles.
From Cape Roziers, upwards, to Montreal,
upon the south side of the St. Laurence,” 530
From Montreal, downwards, upen the morth
side of the St. Laurence, to Rock-Bay,
which is one hundred miles below
B T T e B DS il e v 280

Altogether amounting to 1410 miles;
being two hundred and ten miles more than the whole extent
of that part ‘of the coast of America, 'lying' between the
River St. Croix and the River St. Mary, which was the whole
extent of sea-coast possessed by the United States, previous
to their purchase of Louisiana from the Spaniards.

It will be observed, "that this statément comprehends only
the shores of the continent, and (except the space which
lies between €ape Reoziers and Cape Chat, being about one
hundred miles of rocky mountains,) such parts only of the
country as are settled and fit for agricultural purposes.

It appears, therefore, that, after deducting the one hundred
miles of barren mountains above Cape Chat; the extent of
shores of the settled fertile country, which their colonies
comprehend, is 1310.miles.

P g
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war ; and, estimating its value by the commer-
cial facilities which it affords, is comparatively
much more valuable than an equal extent of
the United-States coast, fronting the Atlantic
Ocean.

This comparison of the navigable coast of
the United States, with that of the British
possessions, in front of such parts of the
couniry as are capable of agricultural im-
provements, may be objected to on account
of part of the one being the shores of the
River St. Laurence, and the other open to the
Atlantic Ocean. Such objections, however,
will be removed, by inspecting the map of
the country and chart of the coast ; for, by
drawing a line ipon the former, at some given
distance, (suppose one hundred miles,) and
in such a direction, that it shall not exceed
the proposed distance from such parts, (whe-
ther upon the coast of the Atlantic, or up
bays and rivers,) as ships of the proposed di-
mensions  of three hundred tons can find
safe harbours, it will then be found, that the
difference is greatly in favour of the British
possessions in point of territorial extent, bene-
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fited by such navigation; and still more in
favour of the British possessions in peint
of the quantity of superior soil so bene-
fited. Such parts of the coast of the United
States, (or indeed of any other coast,) as are
completely open to the ocean, afford no har-
bours to any description of ships. It is in
bays, creeks, mouths of rivers, or under
shelter of islands, therefore, that harbours are
exclusively to be found. And when we ne-
tice, that we are considering these with re-
ference to ships of 300 tons register measure-
ment, it will be found, that neither this, nor
any other coast open to the sea, will afford
harbours for shipping of such dimensions but
at very considerable intervals,—in many parts,
intervals of several hundred miles, It is the
comwmercial facilities which the harbours af-
ford, that constitute the value of the sea coast ;
without these conveniences mere extent is of
little importance.

Estimating by this criterion, it follows, as
a necessary deduction, (which, as already ob-
served, may be demonstrated by mere inspec-
tion of the map,) that as far as relates to the
shores of the St. Laurence throughout the
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whole extent of that part of it, which has been
included in this estimate of 1310 miles of
navigable coast, fronting agricultural territory,
scarcely a mile can be found, (with the excep-
tion, perhaps, of about fifty or sixty miles
situated immediately above Cape Chat,) in
which there are not road-steads to be found
where ships may ride with safety.

With regard to the comparative advantages
to be derived from foreign shipping, a far
greater extent of surface of country upon the
banks of this river is therefore benefited in
this respect, than upon a like extent of the
coast on the main ocean.

The possession of this improveable country
and its navigable shores, guarantees the peace-
able - possession and uninterrupted occupa-
tion of the whole coast of Labradore, of
Newfoundland, and of the numerous islands
in the gulph of St. Laurence. These im-
portant and improveable coasts altogether
amount to several thousand miles of the
most, ;productive . and valuable fisheries ;—
fisheries, which, to any country, would he of
immense importance, as well on account of
the maritime facilities which they afford, by
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being a nursery for sailors, &c. as on account
of the pecuniary purposes and conveniencies
to which they are adapted; and, therefore,
the possession of them to Great Britain, by

8o far securing her own maritime resources,

and preventing the aggrandisement of that of
other nations, are invaluable.

The countries which form these extensive
fishing-coasts, consist generally of barren
rocky mountains, the barren and inaccessible
nature of which, protecté and encourages the
prosperity, and actually secures the value of
the fisheries. Such fisheries, situated in front
of fertile soil, would be comparatively of
small importance ; the cultivation of the land
would, no doubt, divide the attention of those
employed in the fisheries; a variety of pur-
suits would inevitably create an irregular de-
mand for labour, so as to completely disorga-
nize the necessary machinery of an extensive
fishery; under existing circumstances, however,
no such inconveniences need be apprehended.

Notwithstanding the general inaccessible
nature of this fishing-coast, there are, how-
ever, to be found in the mouths of rivers, &ec.
places of sufficient extent to admit of such
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towns and villages as might be necessary for
the eonvenience of the fisheries.

If Great Britain keep the entire possession
of these fisheries,—guarded upon the one hand
by her terra-firma possessions in that quarter,
and upon the other by her powerful fleeis;
and do not again cede a share of them either
to the French, Americans, or any other power:
—if she, also, hold the fine level country which
she now possesses upon the banks of the
St. Laurence and the Lakes above Quebee,
without again shackling the industry either of
the woodman who clears its forests ; of the eulti-
vator of its fertile plains ; or, of the fisherman
who bestows his attention upon these productive
fisheries :—if, moreover, she prohibits all inter-
course between our West-Indian islands and the
United States; and enforces a regulation of
the duties upon the timber she imports from
countries other than from her own colonies, cal-
culated to promote her own shipping-interest,
the growing prosperity of these colonies would
not only greatly augment her resources, and
Prove a safe guarantee of her maritime power
and independence, but the mutual benefits,
which the one colony would derive from the
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other, would also tend greatly to secure o her
a permanency of all these important advan-
tages.  The reciprocity of interest that will in
consequence circulate among all the numerous
classes, which a variety of pursuits distinguish
throughout her colonies, must necessarily pro-
mote in them such a firm attachment as will
prove the greatest possible security of these
possessions.  The markets, which would
thereby be opened and secured to these pro-
vinces, would inspire every class of society
with such a spirit of enterprise and energy as
would set every branch of industry in ‘motion,
encouraging and supporting each other, like
the constituent parts of a well constructed
piece of machinery: the timber-irade, giving
employment to the woodman and the raftsman ;
the exportation of grain, flour, &ec, and provi-
sions, encouraging the agriculturist; the ex-
portation of fish and oil, communicating fresh
energy to the industry of the fisherman ;
and the grand result of the whole, yielding
abundance of profits and emoluments to our
merchants, and affording employment to our
shipping, would thereby contribute to the ad-
vantage of all classes in these provinces, as
D
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well as to the encouragement of the commer-
cial concerns of the mother-country. - The
West-Indian colonists likewise, instead of expe-
riencing the uncertainty and inconveniences
which they have hitherto done in obtaining
supplies of American produce, would receive a
regular and abundant supply. For, under such
a line of policy, many of the very articles, par-
ticularly flour, instead of being shipped from
the ports of the United States, under the sys-
tem of management which prevailed previous
to the American embargoes, &c. would be
shipped from the ports of the St. Laurence,
and thereby provide the British provinces with
the ‘most ‘ample resources for the supply of
their sister colonies in the West-Indies. Not
only the inhabitants of the continental pro-
vinces therefore, but also our West-Indian colo-
nists, grateful for the benefits afforded by this
variety of pursuits and diversity of interests, so
essential to their general convenience and pros-
perity, and for which, being thus combined,
organized, and protected, they must feel indebt-
ed to the mother-country, would, from the most
powerful impulse, self-interest, cherish the most
genuine loyalty and affection towards her,
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Thus far with respect to the advantages pos-
sessed by the British colonies, as far as relates
to their geographical position and commercial
facilities : the next object, and the first in im-
portance, is their produce and manufactures.

D2
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CHAP. I1.

OF THE PRESENT STATE OF OUR AMERICAN
PROVINCES, PARTICULARLY THE CANA-
DAS, — THEIR SOIL, CLIMATE, INHABIT-
ANTS, STATE OF AGRICULTURE AND EX-
PORTS, ETC.

Ix order that a more adequate idea may be
formed of those great advantages, which the
mother-country may derive from the vast re-
sources inherent in these provinces, particularly
the Canadas, through the medium of her ship-
ping and manufacturing interests, I shall here
take a cursory view of zhe quality of their soil ;
of their climate ; of their inhabitants ; and of
the state of agriculture. My observations up-
on these, however, shall be carried no further
than is necessary to assi

stin forming opinions,
concerning the discouragements which these
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provinces have laboured under, and the im-
proveable capabilities which they possess, in
respect to the above important sources of

national wealth.

QUALITY OF THE SOIL OF UPPER AND LOWER
CANADA,

From the river Little Metis, which is about
two hundred miles below, upwards to St.
Ann’s, which is about sixty-five miles above
Quebec, the country, although not mountainous,
(except upon the north side of the St. Laurence
below Quebec,) nevertheless forms a very
nneven and irregular surface.

The kinds, of which the soil consists, are of
great variety ; being in some parts a very light
sandy soil upon a sandy or gravelly bottom ;
and in other parts a strong clay, with almost all
the variety of gradations which are to be found
between these two extremes. There is, how
ever, a much larger proportion of the very
heavy sort than of the very light: indeed,
throughout this tract of country, which is an
extent of about #wo hundred ond sivty-five
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miles upon the banks of the St. Laurence, the
soil, with respect to kind, consists generally of
a strong loam upon a sub-soil of red clay or
till.

With regard to quality ; supposing the soil
arranged into four distinct rates, there is not
much of the best or first rate; neither is there
wuch of the worst or fourth rate ; the average
may be considered to be about a medium be-
tween the second and third rate qualities.

* In regard to the short description, which I have given of

soil, in order that a true and correct idea may be formed
of its quality, it is necessary to state, that the scale by which
I have formed my estimate in this respect
the land in Gre

the

» is the quality of
at Britain, divided into four distinct rates.
And further, to avoid the ambiguity

and obscurity so general
in descriptions of the qualities

of land, I think it necessary
also to state, that, in Judging of the quality, the intrinsic or
natural fertilizing capabilities are alone kept in

view, For,
if the vicinity of large cit

fes, navigable rivers, or apy external
improvements were to be taken into consideration, and the
soil rated according to its value, there would, under such
be no certainty of ascertaining
description of the soil, although the rate

circumstances, the precise
were stated. As
for example, a third rate in the vicinity of 3 ]

arge city might
be let at as

high a rent as a first rate quality
ble distance :

at a considera-
or one farmer by Proper management might
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Clli
e
Iad

1l



—
Arence, fy
generall

red clayy

ng the g
there is

ther is they

the avery
medium k
ities, ¥

[ have giva
 may be for
> scale by vie
. the qualiy
- distinct
urity so g
ink it nece
the intrini
in view, [t
orany e
ation, 4l b
d, under 9
g the pio
, stated. *
ge city i
-9 consifet

sent 1

Lis

BRITISH AMERICAN COLONIES. 39

From St. Ann’s, upwards, to the border of
Upper Canada, which is about sixty miles
above Montreal, being a length of about one
hundred and seventy-five miles upon both sides
of the St. Laurence; and from the border of
Lower Canada, upwards, to' the extremity of
the settlements of the upper province at De-
troit, being an extent of about five hundred
and fifty miles upon the north banks of the St.
Laurence and the lakes, makes, from St. Ann’s
upwards, a length of about seven hundred and
twenty-five miles of a beautiful and level coun-
try. The general characteristics of the face of
the country, throughout this vast extent, afford
but little diversity in point of appearance. 'The
kinds of soil, however, consist of considerable
variety : but that which mostly prevails is a
strong deep loam, which in many parts con-

raise, upon a third rate, a crop doubly fertile compared, with
that which might be raised upon a first-rate soil, by another
inferior in skill and industry. But as neither of these' eir-
cumstances could essentially alter or bring about any perma-
nent change in the fertilizing capabilities, which these soils
naturally and intrinsically possess, it would consequently be
absurd to rate them, in point of quality, according to theiyx

respective values, or present state of fertility,
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sists of a mixture of rich blue clay and friable
earth : this is a kind of soil, which, in whatever
country it is, found, generally constitutes that
of the best quality.

A large proportion of  this vast extent of
country is of the first rate quality, and the
average of the whole may be said to be ercel:
lent.

Reckoning 1o  the depth of about fifty
miles from the St. Laurence and the Lakes,
(which depth would include all the land yet
granted by the British government,) perhaps
there is scarcely to be found, either in Europe
or America, a tract of country, equal to this in
extent, which comparativel y contains so large a
proportion of a first rate quality of land ; and cer-
tainly there is not, inany other part of the United
States, excepting Louisiana and other parts
upon the west side of the Alegany mountains,
and upon the banks of the St Laurence and
its lakes, an equal extent of territory, wherein
even oue-third of the quantity of first rate soil
would be found. Indeed, in many parts of this

vast country, there are occasionally to be found

uninterrupted tracts of land of a first ra

te qua-
lity, even to the extent of

a hundred miles in
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length ; whereas, in most countries, one-third of
that extent of an uninterrupted range of such

quality is rarely to be met with.

CLIMATE.

THE climate of any particular country ought
to be estimated in proportion to the healthy,
agreeable, and fertilizing properties, which it
possesses: the climate of Upper and Lower
Canada enjoys these advantages in an eminent
degree.

The summer, indeed, is extremely hot; but, as
the atmosphere is remarkably clear and pure,
the heat is therefore not so oppressive as in
climates where the air is more close and
sultry.

The winter is intensely cold: but, as the frost
continues without intermission during winter,
and generally with a clear sky and a fine dry
air, it is thereby rendered both healthy and
pleasant; the cold being infinitely less pene-
trating than in moist climates.

IFoggy weather is very little experienced so
far up the country as Montreal; or, indeed,
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much farther up than Quebec, and there only,
occasionally in spring. But, down the river,
particularly towards its mouth, easterly winds
are invariably attended with thick fogs.

The spring sets in with a clear sky, and the
air generally continues frosty until the snow is
quite gone. The snow is, therefore, principally
carried off by the rays of the sun : for it is but
seldom that natural thaws are much experien-
ced, until the snow is completely carried off.
Rain seldom continues long at a time, in the
spring; except in the mountainous districts.
The spring in Lower Canada sets in earlier or
later, in any particular place, as it is higher or
lower upon the River St. Laurence ; and this,
even in the same parallel of latitude, being
earlier as the couniry extends to the westward.

As the country at the mouth of the St. Lau-
rence is very mountainous, and less so tow ards
the westward, so in proportion there is less
rain and fogey weather, as the country extends
in that direction; the spring, indeed,
earlier, and the elimate is'in every respect
fmore agreeable and favourable tq agric

in any particular place upon the S¢. 1,
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In spring, the land is generally fit for plough-
ing as soon as it is clear from snow. For, not-
withstanding the severity of the frost, it does
not penetrate deep into the ground, which is
protected from its severity, by the snow falling
in considerable quantities in the earlier part of
the winter. By the time, therefore, that the
snow disappears, the frost is also generally
quite gone. The snow continuing upon the
land during winter is a circumstance remark-
ably in favour of fall-wheat, fall-tares, or
clover, which may have been sown with the
preceding crop: for, continuing until a late
period of the spring, it thereby prevents these
crops from being e‘-'xpné{'r.l to a scorching sun
through the day, and frost during the night;
alternations of weather which occasionally
occur early in the spring, in all latitudes liable
to' frost, sometimes pulling up such of these
crops as may be so exposed, by the very roots;
a circumstance not unfrequent in Great Bri-
tain.  As has been already observed, rainy
weather in the spring seldom continues long at
a‘time; the farmers are therefore seldom under
the necessity of harrowing in any of their seeds




g

-

e

44 IMPORTANCEF THE

whilst: the ground is wet, which is a circum-
stance of material consequence in agriculture.
Indeed, the seed of all kinds of crops being
harrowed in dry, is an advantage of the first
importance, but more particularly in the cul-
ture of hemp and flax,

Hoar frost but seldom occurs in spring,
which is a circumstance very favourable to
every species of the earlier greer crops, such
as hemp, flax, pease, early potatoes, and a
variety of others.

During the summer season, and also the
fall, rain or thick weather seldom continues
more than two or three days together ; not often,
indeed, more than one day at a time : a most
material circumstance in favour of making
clean summer-fallow ; raising fallow-crops ;
making hay: and performing the necessary

operations in the management of hemp ; as well

as other agricultural avocations,
During winter, the thermometer fluctuates

from 25° above zero, down to 28°% and some-

limes  even as low as 30° below that point.
But, when such au intense de

gree of cold occurs,
it seldom continues longer than two, or at most
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three days at a time; and such severities sel-
dom occur more than once in a season; and,
perhaps, in only one season out of two or
three: the greatest degree of cold is generally
felt in February.

There are not, perhaps, above two or three
days in the course of the winter so intensely
cold as to prevent ship-carpenters, and other
workmen employed out of doors, from follow-
ing their occupations: this circumstance af-
fords one of the most convincing and decisive
proofs, that the cold in Canada, compared with
the cold in Great Britain, is not by any means
experienced in a degree of severity proportion-
ate to the degree of cold shewn by the ther-
mometer

Throughout the season, there is a much
greater proportion of clear weather in the Ca-
nadas than in Great Britain ; even in the neigh-
bourhood of Quebec, and about Montreal
and in Upper Canada, where the country is
less mountainous and more remote from the
sea, the proportion of clear weather, compared
with that experienced with a clouded atmo-
sphere, is still greater. Upon the whole, the
climate of the Canadas, compared with the
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climate of Great Britain, is equally agreeable;
equally favourable to agriculture; and actually
more healthy.

INHABITANTS.

THE population of the Canadas is composed
of the descendants of the French colonists,
who inhabited Canada at the conquest, and
emigrants from the mother-country and the
United States ; perhaps the descendants of the
French colonists constitute three-fourths or
four-fifths of the whole population.

As no census has been taken since the year
1783, it becomes impossible to state accurately
what the population at present is.

Mr. Harriot, in his History of Canada, com-
putes the population of the lower province at
250,000, and that of the upper province at
80,000, in 1808 ; this computation I am inclin-
ed to think, from the opinions which I have

heard upon the subject, is rather under than
over-rated.

However, taking this statement of = Mr.

a true estimate of ihe population

Harriot's as
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in 1808, and with the ordinary increase
amongst the inhabitants, and also taking into
account the extraordinary influx of settlers from
the United States, occasioned by Mr. Jefferson’s
embargo and other measures of the American
government, belween the year 1808 and the
breaking out of hostilities between the two
couniries, I think we may now reasonably
compule the population of Upper and Lower
Canada at 375,000, of which the lower
province may contain about 275,000.

With regard to the respective characters of
each of the three divisions or classes of people,
composing the population of these provinces,
and in the first place respecting the descendants
of the French colonists, it may be observed, that
they are honest and upright in their reciprocal
dealings to a degree scarcely any where to be
met with where so much ignorance prevails,
or indeed perhaps any where;—sociable and
polite im their manners ; and, as far as regards
economy, they are sengible, ingenious, and in-
dustrious

It is very uncommon and extraordinary that
these characteristics, and an almost total want
of education, should exist together; and this
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circumstance shews what the people might be,

if they enjoyed the benefit of education.

The British and Americans may rank to-
gether in point of industry and economy ; and,
from the advantages which they enjoy from
education, are superior to the descendants of
the French colonists in point of enterprise.

Concerning the attachment of the inhabi-
tants of the Canadas to the mother-country ;
and, in the first place, regarding those who may
be distinguished as the English part of the
Canadian population, who are composed of
emigrants from the mother-country and of the
descendants of English emigrants, we may
make the following remarks, viz. respecting
those who emigrate from the mother-country it

may be observed, that such emigrations are
sometimes occasioned by a predilection for
republican principles. But it may be easily
perceived, that, when this is the case, a British
province, in the vicinity of a republican country,
would net be the choice of such people. In-

deed, such persons mvariably land in the United
States, from whence, however,
from disappointment ultimately
into Canada.

many of them
find their way
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For, finding that this republic has also laws,
which must be obeyed, as well as taxes which
must be discharged ; finding that prodigality
and idleness in this couniry, as well as in that
which they left, is also accompanied with pover-
ty and distress; finding that the poor miserable
soil so generally prevalent throughout the
United States not only yields the cultivator
but a seanty subsistence, but, is only to be ob-
tained at a high price; and, finding, too, that
a reciprocity of the grosest rudeness and ill-
manners,—insult and indignity to the rulers who
must be obeyed, and contempt of the laws
and authorities which must be submitted to,
are a few of the characteristic of this couniry
and its republican government:—this paradise,
therefore, about which they had been so long
dreaming, at last thus disappearing, they find
themselves in reality transported,—transported
from the solid comforts their native country
afforded into the midst of difficulty and
distress. Thus cured of their political mad-
ness, and ashamed to return to their native
land, the fertile plains upon the banks of the
St. Laurence and the blessings of the British
constitution, therefore, attract many of these,

E
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as well as others, from the barren wastes of
New England to the British provinees.

After these people have not only learned,
by such experience, that if American liberty
exceed that of British, it is only in immorality
and licentiousness, but that the liberty and
protection, speciously indicated by this repub-
lican constitution, is precarious and uncertain,
and in many respects only to be enjoyed in
idea; whereas, the blessings of the British con-'
stitution, being equally extensive, are enjoyed
in reality; such of these people, therefore,
as find their way into the British provinces,
need not be doubted as to their attachment to
the British government.

Considering these circumstances, and that
the other part of those who are denominated the
British part of the population is composed of
emigrants, who have, in the first instance,
made choice of the British provinces, and
of the descendants of these and such as have
been deseribed, it is natural to conclude, that
the whole of those who are commonly
minated the English part of the Canadians, must
remain firmly attached to the Br
ment.
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The American part of the Canadian colo-
nists consists of two descriptions of people,
viz. loyalists who left the United States during
the late American war and emigrants. The
former, considering the losses and sacrifices
they experienced from adhering to the British
interest, cannot certainly be doubted in point
of loyalty: and, the greater part of ihe lat-
ter having left the United States, from dis-
content at the political measures pursued by
their own government, and finding the privi-
leges and advantages which they enjoy under
the British government superior to those they
enjoyed under the government of the United
States, there can be no doubt entertained but
that these also are firmly attached to the
British interest.

The descendants of the French colonists,
who inhabited the colony at the conquest, have
uniformly given proofs of their firm attachment
to the British government and its interests ;
particularly in the part they acted during the
late American war, They certainly at that
time manifested their loyalty and attachment

in a manner highly honourable.—Loyally at-
tached to the mother-country, these colonists
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manfully stood forward in defence of her in-
terests ; in many instances they were muster-
ed, led forth, and encouraged to fight, and
bleed in support of the parent country,
by their Roman Catholic priests; some of
whom actually fell in such patriotic and
praise-worthy examples. ~ These and many
other instances of loyalty might be circum-
stantially adduced : but, should any one doubt,
the events passing at the present time afford
the most incontestable proof of the loyalty of

the whole inhabitants of these provinces

STATE OF AGRICULTURE.

SucH is the present state of agriculture in
Canada, that almost any change would be for
the better. If it can be said that any thing
approximating to system in cropping is obser-
ved, it isin that of wheat and grass alternately :
or, it may be more properly said, that the Jand

is cropped with wheat the one year and lies

waste the nexi, and in many instances this mode
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1s pursued, even for generations, without manure
being applied. The wheat is invariably sown
m spring, and the land receives only one
ploughing.

Clean summer-fallow is uoknown in the
couniry, and, except in the neighbourhood
of Quebec and Montreal, the farmers are
equally ignorant of drill-crop, or indeed of
fallew-crops of any description. After stating
these facts it is almost unnecessary to add that
artificial grasses are also unknown.

The above mode of cropping prevails gene-
rally over the Canadas, but more particularly
throughout the lower province. Any devi-
ation from it is occasionally by the intervention
of a triffing quantity of pease, flax, oats, or
barley. Near the farmer’s houses there are
also generally to be found some small patches
of Indian-corn and tobacco, which, toge-
ther, perhaps, receive the greater part of
the manure which is applied : these crops, not-
withstanding, are seldom or never introduced
into a rotation of cropping over any farm
generally.

The land, however, is so very excellent, in
general, that crops of forty bushels, per
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French acre, (equal to fifty-four per English or
sixty-six per Scotch acr e,) are frequently to be
met with; either where the land is first cleared,

or where it may have received any Improves

ment; such as 131110“ several years in grass

instead. of one; manured and cropped with
pease, &c.; for, besides these superficial im-
provements, there are scarcely any other
But the wretched sys-

hich is practised, soon re.
duces such spots of land,

either from their

known in the country,

tem of cropping w

as may be found
pristine quallhes or from
recent nup}owmmh in  this high state of
fertility, to such a degree of poverty that they

do not, perhaps, yield more than ten or twelve,

Or even, in some instances, more than eight

or nine bushels, per acre.

Indeed, so much does the pristine state of fer-
tility of the soil and ity ultimate red uction, an-

swer the above descri iption, that the priceof land

18 estimated by the same rule by which a horse

by age,—the older the
Wworse  But, in Great Britain, land is valued

upon a principle the Very opposite to this;
there it is known o have i Improved, rather than
fallen back, by cultivation, even under the very

18 valued, namely,
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worst system of management; I mean so
far as relates to the native quality of the
earth, and not as to its immediate state of
fertility.

Such, indeed, is the natural superiority and
fertility of the land of these provinces, gene-
rally, that when it is either purposely laid
down to remain in meadow, or otherwise
escapes the plough for a few years, that it
generally produces the most luxuriant growth
of natural clover. This circumstance, not
only proves the natural good quality of the
soil, but also indicates the expediency of a-
dopting some system of cropping which would
embrace that valuable grass.

Respecting the quantity of land under cul-
tivation, the only means of ascertaining its
amount, is by forming a computation from the
statement of the quantity which was ascertain-
ed to have been under cultivation in 1783 ;
and in forming this estimate we may also
form a tolerably correct idea of the quan-
tity of grain annually produced in these pro-
vinces,

In 1783, according to the census then
taken, by order of government, the population
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was stated to have been 113,012 ; the quantity
of land under cultivation 1,569,818 acres, and
the quantity of seed sown 383,349 bushels,
Allowing two bushels and a half of seed, per

%
b

acre,” there must have, therefore, been at
that time 153,339 acres under grain,

Notwithstanding that the amount of the po-
pulation is computed at 375,000, in estimating
the quantity of land under cultivation I shall
take it at only 360,000, According to the above
statement, the relative proportions of cleared
land, of seed sown, and of acres under grain,
o 360,000 inhabitants, is 5,002,428 acres of
cleared land, 1,221,159 bushels of seed 8OWD,
and 488,463 acres under grain,

It may be observed, that there appears a

great disproportion between the number of

acres under grain and the gross quantity of
cleared land. But i may also be remarked,
that, in estitmatin;; the cultivated land, it is

* The French acre, or arpent, is to the English acre as
three is to four: the French measure is the standard in Lower
Canada, and the English measure in the upper provinee:
two bushels and an half may be considered the average
quantity of seed,
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probable that the site of the houses, and gar-
dens, and space of ground about them, roads,
banks of rivers, and rivulets, &c. patches of
wood land reserved amongst the cleared land,
for supplying fuel, &c. may have been inclu-
ded; and these spaces, with the quantity of
land under flax, &c. and meadow land, the
quantity of which is very considerable, must
altogether render the quantity of cleared land,
not u ed for the production of grain, very
considerable.

An estimate of the amount of the grain,
which is produced, may be made by computing
the quantity consumed for the people’s food ;
and adding to it the amount of exports; the
grain used in the keeping of horses ; feeding of
stock; and the seed which is sown; which
altogether will constitute the gross amount.
From a computation of all these, as under,* it

* In estimating the quantity of grain used for the food of
the inbabitants, I shall suppose the quantity requisite to
each family of six persons, men, women, and children, to
be equal to that which would be sufficient for four full-
grown men, and that each man would require 24lb. of

bread, meal, Indian corn, and pease, per day.
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appears, that about 13 or 14 bushels per acre
18 only produced. Considering, therefore,
what poor crops these are,—the excellent qua-
lity of the land,—and the favourable climate,
it is sufficiently evident that an improvement
in agriculture might be easily effected.

The wheat which, as has already been ob-

Now, supposing each bushel to yield 48Ibs. of bread, meal,
&c. each family would in that case require about '75 bushels
of grain annually. The 360,000 inhabitants, consisting
of 60,000 families, would, therefore,

require 4,500,000 bushels,
To which add the quantity exported . 330,483
And the amount of the seed . . . 1,221,159

Making altogether 6,051,642 bushels;

immg equal to about 12 t bushels per acre ; besides that used
i the keeping of horses and feeding of stock, &e. the
quantity of which cannot be correctly estimated by any rule
that could be depended upon ; but, at the very highest,
their amount cannot be supposed to be such as would make
any very considerable addition to the produce per acre. To
suppose the average to be about 13 or 14 bushels per acre
may, perhaps, be pretty near the mark ; and, indeed, from
the best information which I have been able to collect from
the inhabitants of the country, as well as from my own obser-
vations made upon the spot, I am inclined to conclude that

this is about the ay erage produce per acre,
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served, 1is invariably sown in the spring, is sel-
dom more than three or four months in the
ground, and, notwithstanding that circumstance,
a very good quality is generally produced ;
this is a proof that a very superior quality
indeed, might be produced if it were sown in
the fall of the year.

The climate is remarkably in favour of fall-
wheat ; for the snow, which continues to a late
period of the season, shelters it in the early
part of the spring, from the scorching rays of
the sun through the day, and the nipping
frosts in the night, as well as from the dry, cold,
and bleak, easterly winds in March, which so
often injure the wheat in Great Britain.

The introduction of barley into the list of
crops raised in Canada is only very recent ; and
the adoption of the culture of it is a proof
that the Canadian farmers are not so wedded
to old customs as either to refuse the-intro-
duction of new crops, or, the adbptiou of
new schemes of improvement; but, on the
contrary, it proves that they will try experi-
ments and persevere in such discoveries as are
thereby found profitable.

Barley is not yet generally grown in Canada ;
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that which is raised is cultivated principally

below Quebec.

The growth of pease for exportation, as may
be observed by No. 1, in the Appendix, has
been but recently attended to; and, it may be
observed, that as the prices advanced the
quantity produced has increased : this circum-

stance also affords another proof that the
Canadian farmers are not backward in culti-
vating whatever crops they find profitable,

Frax is generally raised throughout the
country. The crops are generally good ; and,
indeed, in some instance, excellent : this, how-
ever, appears to be a secret which the peo-
ple do not know. For, so little is the manage-
ment of this article understood, that, notwith-
standing the good crops which are produced, it
seldom turns out to be worth the tronble and
expense incurred in working it ; and, perhaps,
there is hardly any instance of its being found
profitable merely from the circumstance of its
being improperly managed after it is pulled.
For both flax and seed are completely spoiled
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in the process of management which succeeds
the operation of pulling.

The Canadian farmers appear not to know,
that after flax is pulled, the seed should be
separated from it as soon as possible; and
that the flax and the seed then require treat-
ment so very different from each other, that
whatis necessary to the oné is destruction to the
other ; both in point of quantity and quality.

As soon as the flax is pulled it is generally
suffered to lie in handfuls or so, upon the
ground which produced it, for the purpose
of being watered ; and in this state it remains
until this purpose is understood to be accom-
plished.

The loss occasioned by entirely watering
flax upon the grass, is immense ; the injury it
thereby receives, both in quantity and quality,
is very great ; and, in many instances, such as
completely to ruin the crops. For, even sup-
posing it possible, that the under part of that
which lies thick upon the ground would
water regularly, that which was uppermost
being exposed to the dews of night and the
sun in the day, would become watered in less
than half the time requisite for that which lies
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nearest the ground : consequently, by the
time that the undermost were watered the
upperinost would be rotten. This loss and
inconvenience would, in a certain degree, hap-
pen under the best and most careful manage-
ment, according to this process of watering
altogether upon the grass; and, therefore, as
this method is even but imperfectly understood
in Canada, the loss is, consequently, propor-
tionably increased. For, as it is laid down
very thick .and with great irregularity, when
spread out td water, a considerable part of it
either soon adheres to the ground, or, sinks
down amongst the roots of grass, or weeds, and
is thereby mill-dewed or rotien.

Until the flax is watered, the Canadian
farmer never thinks of separaling the seed

from it; the seed is, consequently, not only

liable to much mjury, but the greater propor-
tion lost.

The flax, whilst under this process of water-
ing, being alternately wet with dew or rain,
and scorched with the rays of the sun, the pods
soon open, and that which is ripest falls out;
indeed, of any sort of crop, the best of the seed
is the most liable to be shaken out,
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Besides, the actual loss of the best quality
of the seed, that which remains is in general
materially injured; a few rainy days succeed-
ing each other will sprout every grain of it:
and although such a continuance of rainy wea-
ther seldom happens during the harvest in
Canada, yet certainly such occurrences some-
times take place; consequently, the flax-seed
then exposed will be inevitably ruined for the
purpose of sowing.

The flax, upon being considered watered, is
taken up, bound in sheaves, and the seed then
threshed out: and such is the favourable state
of the climate and superior quality of the seed,
that notwithstanding all the bad treatment
which it receives, that which remains is
generally found to be of a good quality: in-
deed, if properly managed, it is in point of qua-
lity equal to Duich seed; and would answer
the soil and climate of Great Britain equally as
well as that from Holland

Heme.—For some years past a considerable

quantity of hemp has been produced in Upper
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Canada ; nearly in a sufficient quantity for the
supply of that province with cordage. The
proper and profitable method of cultivating and

managing it, however, in all the stages of the

necessary process through which it goes, from
the time of its being sown, to the period of its
being cleaned, is far from being well under-
stood in that province; and, in the lower pro-
vince the culture of it may be said to be hitherts
unknown,

The experiments hitherto made in the culti
vation of this article in Lower Canada haye
chiefly failed; not in the smallest degree, how-
ever, from any unfavourableness either in the
soil or climate; but merely from the ignorance
of those who have hitherto made the experi-
ments.

The Canadian farmers failed from their igno-
rance of its general management; particularly
of the process which it undergoes after being
pulled, as may be naturally conjectured from
what I have observed concerning flax: and
those who have tried the cultivation of it by
way of example to the Canadian farmers, have
generally failed of success on account of their
ignorance of agriculture in general,
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One, in particular, of these sage experimen-
talists recommended to the Canadian farmers
to sow hemp instead of wheat, because their
land was exhausted with the growth of that
crop; and did actually himself, upon a farm of
about one hundred acres, which he had pro-
cured for the purpose, notwithstanding this
farm was in a very reduced and exhausted
state, sow about twenty-five or thirty acres of
hemp, as a commencement. This was a quan-
lity sufficiently large for a farm in a high state
of cultivation, 'and of three or fonr times the
extent of the one he occupied: of course this
experimental crop was not worth the pulling ;
and I believe never was wholly pulled.

When we consider, therefore, that this inge-
nious speculator recommended hemp as a crop
suitable to land that would not produce wheat,
—that he had actually sown it upon such land,
which of course failed of producing a crop
worth the reaping, it is evident, that if this curi-
ous specimen of husbandry had -any effect at
all, it must have been to convince the Canadian
farmers that hemp was not a crop suitable to
the country.
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Instead of recommending hemp as a -substi-
tute for wheat, it would have been motre com-
patible with common sense, and the rules of
good husbandry, to' have recommended the
growth of hemp to the Canadian farmers, that
they might have had the more abundant crops
of wheat. He might have done this with great
propriety. For, if land be rendered capable of,
and has actually yielded a good crop’of wheat,
it would then produce an abundant crop of

hemp, besides being again in a proper condition
to ‘yield another fertile return of wheat!or any

other sort of grain,

It is well known thatthe length of this crop
18 one of its most essential qualities ; and, conse-
quently, if land be exhausted with wheat, it is
in a miserable condition indeed to’ produce
hemp.  If hemp be short; it is almost good for
nothing, being incapable of being wrought.
Besides, it is peculiar to this, and alinost all
other green crops, that if they are luxuriant
they actually improve the land : byt if poor and
stunted, they ruin it; whereas, the floiir produ-
ced from a:bad crop of wheat will be about
as good, in point of quality, as that which i
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produced from the grain of the most laxuriasit
crop.

Frowm the bad system of cropping, whichis
practised, the land, in point of fertility, is rather
in a reduced state.  This circumstance, there-
fore, certainly in some degree generally ope-
rates against the cultivation of both hemp and
flax. 'There are nevertheless to be found,
throughout the Canadas generally, upon every
farm, even where the land is most reduced,
certain pieces of land fit for producing very
fertile crops of either hemp or flax: for in-
stance, land newly taken in; small pieces under
pease, meadow, or what may have otherwise
been several years under grass; or spots that
may, from one or other of a variety of causes,
be more than ordinarily fertile: amongst these
such a cheice might be made, by any one who
possessed any tolerably accurate idea of agri-

culture, and the cultivation and management of

hemp and flax, as would ensure the profitable
cultivation of these crops,

Considering that the land is in general well
adapted to the cultivation of hemp and flax:

F2
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that our government are disposed to give en-
couragement to the growth of hemp; and that
good crops of flax, although spoiled in the
watering, are raised throughout the country in
general ; it is therefore evident, to any one at all
acquainted with agriculture, and the means
which have generally proved successful, in the
mtroduction of ‘improvements in other coun-
tries, particularly the rapid success which at-
tended the means used for improving the culii-
vation of flax in Scotland, that the result of a
hittle well-directed 'attention to the cultivation
of hemp in these provinces would, undoubtedly,
be the abundant supply of the British market
with that important article.

Wit respect to the state of agriculturt in
general, in British America, it may be observed,
that very little alteration has yet taken place in
the - wretched system of management which
prevailed when we first took possession of
these colonies : the increase in the exports. of
agricultural produce has been chiefly owing to
the extension of-—and not to the im provement of
agriculture.  If proper measures were adopted,




FTHE

%
sposed ty
f hemp; aiy;
gh spoiled
out the ooy
it 10 any oe:
, and the
| successfil ;
ts in other
suecess whit
nproving the
hat the resil
to the caltin
uld, undoub:
he Britishm

of agricul
maybe obst
et taken
nagement ¥
k - possesss
) the exp
chiefly o
» improves

g were adif

BRITISH AMERICAN COLONIES. 69

however, to bring about an improvement of
agriculture, in general, in these provinces, the
present unimproved state of agriculture; the
superior quality of the soil; the favourable
climate ; and the ingenuity and industry of the
people, are circumstances which would un-
doubtedly ensure the most certain. success:
and the vast benefit and advautages which
would result to the mother country, as well as
to her colonists, from such an improvement,
ought to stimulate her to undertake its intro-

duction.*

ARTICLES OF EXPORT FROM THE BRITISH
NORTH-AMERICAN PROVINCES.

Tuar articles exported from Upper and
Lower Canada are, the produce of the forest,

* The attention of the board of agriculturc might be most
profitably directed towards the improvement of the system of

agricalture pursued in these colonies.
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viz, furs, square oak and pine timber; masts,
spars, ‘siaves, deals, '&e. and pot and pearl
ashes ; ‘the ‘produce of - agriculture, such as
wheat, flour, bread, provisions, &c. Besides
these, the Canadian exports eonsist of a nume
rous list of other articles, as enumerated in
No. 1, in'the Appendix; a list which not
only shows the variety of which these ex-
ports consist, but also exhibits an interest.
iig' view of the abundant resources of these
provinces,

The principal articles exported from New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia are, lumber,
pot and pearl ashes, provisions, live stock,
fish, coal, gypsom or plaster of Pa-
ris, &c,

These provinces are very advantageously si-
tuated for the fisheries, particularly Nova Scotia.
They have, however, both paid great attention
to this branch ofindustry, by which means these
tisheries are now brought to such a degree of
perfection, as to render supplies of fish of any
description from the United States to our West-

Indian colonies altogether unnecessary. For,
with the supplies of cod-fish which may be ob-
tained from Newfoundland.

and of salmop and
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shad from Canada, these colonies are not only
sufficient to supply our West-Indian posses-
sions with fish, but also the most extensive
demand which we can secure from  other
markets, The lumber furnished by these
two provinces is mostly from New Bruons-
wick : and consists principally of masts, spars,
square ' pine, deals, boards, scantling, black
birch, &c.

These colonies. are sufficiently capable of
supplying the demand both of the mother-
country and her West-Indian colonies, with
every kind of lumber, (i. e. timber or wood,)
except those kinds which are only pro-
duced in tropical climates, such as mahogany,
lignum vite, &c.: and, (with Newfoundland
in respect to fish,) of supplying our West-Indian
islands with grain, flour, meal, bread, fish, pro-
visions, live stock, &c.  And also upon a pro-
per disposition of our commercial concerns in
regard to drawing the produce of that part of
the United States bordering upon the waters
which have their out-let to the sea by the St.
Laurence, and the necessary attention being
paid to the encouragement of improvements in
agriculture, these colonies would, in a very few
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years, yield the mother-couniry all the wheat,
hemp, and flax, which she requires from
foreign parts,

With respect to their adequacy to furnish
such supplies, some may, perhaps, urge the
smallness of the proportion of these articles
which have hitherto been supplied, and may
press it as a presumptive proof of their in-
adequacy to furnish them,

To this objection it may be answered, in the
first place, that the British colonies have long
been crippled by so many shackles, as shall be
made plainly appear, that they have never yet
had a fair opportunity of ascertaining how far
they could haye furnished these supplies; and,
in the next place, whenever any opportunities
have been allowed, for their resources to flow
in their proper channel, they have given the
most ample proof of thejy being adequate to
supply the most extensive demand. Ty argue,
therefore, that the British American provinces
are inadequate to furnish these supplies, upon
the ground of what they have hitherto done,
would be as preposterous, as to assert that the
British West-Indian colonjes cannot supply the
mother-country with coffee, because that article
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is permitted to be introduced from Zurkey
and Bourbon for domestic use, or that the Bri-
tish manufacturers are inadequate to supply
our domestic wants, because, French, German,
Russian, East-Indian, and other foreign manu-
factures are allowed to be imported for home
consumption.

After having made these observations con-
cerning the nature of the properties and quali-
ties which these provinces possess; consider-
ing that the commercial interests of Great Bri-
tain is the main object which I have in view,
particularly her shipping interest,—that these
provinces, notwithstanding the many discou-
ragements they have laboured under, have
lately, (when a little relieved by our ruinous
suspending-laws, and licensing-system, acciden-
tally ceasing to operate with their usual vigour
and effect in favour of our enemies,) afforded
a very large proportion of the employment of our
shipping, even equal to upwards of one-third
part of all the tonnage which we employ in
foreign trade,—and thatthese colonies from their
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resources and capabilities having been hitherto
neglected, and their interests sacrificed to the
United States and other foreigners, are there-
fore evidently capable of contributing to the
support of our commercial and shipping inte-
rests, infinitely beyond what they have hitherto
done. I shall, therefore, in the first place, take
notice of, the enormous sacrifice of our shipping
and commerce to the United States occasioned by
the great and unjust advantages allowed them
over our own American colonists; with some
other causes of discouragement which these im-
portant interests have experienced : and, in the
second place, of the ertensive, valuable;, and
emproveable resources and capabilities, possessed

by our American provinces, as respects. our

shipping and commercial interests.
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CHAP. Il

OF THE ENORMOUS SACRIFICE OF OUR SHIPPING
AND COMMERCE TO THE UNITED STATES,
OCCASIONED BY THE GREAT AND UNJUST
ADVANTAGES ALLOWED K THEM OVER OUR
OWN AMERICAN COLONISTS: WITH SOME
OTHER CAUSES OF DISCOURAGEMENT WHICH
THESE IMPORTANT INTERESTS HAVE EX-
PERIENCED.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

With respect to these three important inte-
rests, viz. of our ship-owners, our merchants,
and our colonists, they, it may be observed,
are so intimately connected, that, in most in-
stances, whatever injures the one proportiona-
bly injures the other, and wice versa. — For
instance, by increasing the trade of our colo-
nies, we thereby so far secure additional em-
ployment to our ships,—business to our mer-
chants, and a market for our manufactures ;—
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thereby securing these important interests in a
channel wherein no rival has a right to come in
competition with us in time of peace, and
wherein no enemy has it in his power to inter-
rupt the connection in time of war. By secu-
ring a numerous and extensive merchant-ship-
ping also, we notonly thereby provide ourselves
with the only means by which we can defend
it,—by which’ we can protect our trade with
foreign parts, and secure our safety and inde-
pendenee at home, but we also thereby greatly
encourage the exportation of our manufac-
tures and the extension of our commerce in
general, by an extensive foreign connection,
necessarily formed and secured by our mari-
time industry. With respect to our commerce,
we may, no doubt for a time, so far secure i,
by employing foreign ships, where our own are
etther directly or indirectly excluded : yet, by

following such a system we are not only fore-
going the most valuable part of the profits
arising from such transactions, but in  reality
meanly submitting to our enemies, and volun-
tarily surrendering to them the means by which

alone we acquired our commerce, and by
which ‘alone we can retain it, In fact, to pur-
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sue measures adopted either to retain or extend
our commerce at the expense of our shipping-
interests, will prove but mean and miserable
subterfuges, and, if persisted in, will ultimately
lead to the ruin of our commerce as well as
our shipping.

The losses which our shipping and commer-
cial interests have sustained, from the advan-
tages allowed the Americans, may be stated
to have originated and existed principally,—

In the relaxation of our navigation-laws in
favour of the United States, by opening the
ports of our colonies to their ships ;—

In the admission of the produce of the United
States into the United Kingdom, at the same rate
of duties as that of our own colonies ;—

In the advantages allowed American ships in
the countervailing duties charged by the Briish
and United States governments respectively ;—

In the inequality of the amount of the duties
charged npon thelumber we importingene :al ;—

In the importation of enemies produ ce by
license, &c. ;=—and,

In the high price of our ships, and th e great
expense at which they are navigated, co mpared
with those foreign ships with which th ey have
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to come in competition. ' Each of these poits,

consequently, deserve a few observations,

OF THE RELAXATION OF OUR NAVIGATION-
LAWS IN FAVOUR OF THE UNITED STATES,
BY OPENING THE PORTS OF OUR COLONIES
TO THEIR SHIPS,

For the encouragement of our shipping, the
safety of our colonies, and the protection of
our commerce, our forefathers, at an early pe-
riod of our waritime consequence, enacted,*
that no foreign ship should  enter the ports of
our colonies. ~ This law our ancestors, even up
to the present generation, respected and held
seicred over every difficulty and ' distress:—
viewing this, and other laws, enacted for the
san\e important purpose, as essential to the
support and protection of out merchant-ship-
ping and commerce in general ; and also, view-
ing cwur merchant-shipping and commerce as
esseni’ial to our maritime power and indepen-
dence, they considerad peace itself as no sacri-

—.,7.._-\%
* See 12 Car, II. . 18.
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fice to the most scrapulous observation of our
navigation-laws in general.

This wise law, so admirably calculated to
protect and promote the interests of our com-
merce and our colonies, as well as of our ship-
ping, has been of late years, however, greatly
abused, and indeed almost totally disregarded :
the greatest abuse which it has experienced
has been in its relaxation in favour of the
United States of America.

The act of the 23d Geo. I11. c. 39; empow-
ering his Majesty in Council to suspend our
navigation-laws in favour of the United States,
led the way to a shameful system of concession
to America, which we have acted upon towards
that government eyer since.

The firstoperation upon this act was to admit,
by proclamation, the produce of the United
States into this country, at the same rate of
duties as was charged upon the produce of our
own colonies:* the first of these proclamations

» Your Majesty, by the said orders in council, did think
fit to permit to be imported into the colonies or islands be-
longing to your Majesty in America or the West.Indies, in
Britisk ships only, navigated according to law, all sueh arti-
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was issued the 14th of May, and the mext on

the 6th of June, 1783, :
This privilege was granted to conciliate and

satisfy the clamorous disposition .of the Ame
ricans, when roused by a sense of the privileges
they had lost by their independence, from find-
ing themselves placed in the list of other foreign
nations, and their produce imported into Great
Britain, was consequently rendered liable fo the
same duties as the produce of other foreign
countries,—effects which our navigation-laws,

cles the growth, production, or manufacture, of any of the
territories of the said United States, (except salted provi-
sions, and the produce of their fisheries,) as might by law,
before the declaration of independence, have been imported
from the countries belonging to the said States into. any of
the said colonies or islands ; but your Majesty, at the same
time, thought fit to prohibit any commereial intercourse be-
tween the countries belonging to the United States of Ame-
rica, and the colonies or islands belonging to your Majesty
America or the West-Indies, in ships belonging to the sub-
Jects of the said States,

OBSERVATION.

This last regulation, first established by order in council,
has since been adopted and confirmed by act of parliament;
and, though the people of the United States complain of
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as well as individuals, who endeavour to secure

friendship by concession, frequently subject

themselves only to meanness and contempt,

In fact, the Americans so easily obtained
this great advantage to which they owe so large*
a proportion of their shipping, and we conse-
quently a proportionable loss of ours, that
they even considered it as no favour. For, ob-
serving, by his Majesty’s proclamation of the
2d of July, 1783, that their produce was to be
admitted into our West-Indian settlements,
but that this privilege did not extend to their
ships, they, in order to extort from us this fur-
ther concession, imposed, upon importations
made in British ships, countervailing duties,
amounting to an absolute prohibition.}

* See an account of this enormous increase in page CVIL
of Mr. Atcheson’s hook, entitled « A merican Encroachments
on British Rights.”

T With respect to the measures which the United States,
and the provinces of which they are composed, have taken,
in consequence of his Majesty’s order in council, of 2d July,
the committee find that the state of Maryland has, on this
dccount, imposed a duty of five shillings per ton on British
shipping, at their entrance or clearance in the ports of that
state, (which is said to be two shillings more than they have
laid on all other shipping,) and two per cent, ad valorem,
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Instead of meeting this act of hostility with
corresponding retaliatory measures, the British

over and above what is now paid, or may hereafter be paid,
by the citizens of the said state, upon all merchandize and
manufactures the growth and produce of Great Britain, im-
ported in any British ship or vessel owned or belonging, in
part or wholly, to any British subject or subjects.

And the assembly of Georgia, now sitting, has prohibited
all intercourse with the British West-India islands, until the
orders of his Majesty in council be revoked.

It does not appear that any of the other states have passed
any legislative act to the like purpose; but, in the assembly
of Pensylvania, which was sitting when the last accounts
came away, an act had been read a second time, for imposing
duties on every ton of British shipping, and on British manu-
factures and commodities, in like manner as those imposed
by the state of Maryland, with the addition, that the assem-
bly of Pensylvania proposed to augment the duty on British
manufactures and commodities, imported in British shipping,
to 2} per cent. ad valorem ; and there is intelligence received
of a general ferment in all the southern and middle states,
on account of the restrictions laid by his Majesty’s order in
council.

The assembly of New York had addressed the Governor
on the subject, in terms of resentment to Great Britain; and
the assembly of Virginia have unanimously resolved, * That
the United States, in congress assembled, ought to be em-
powered to prohibit British vessels from being the carriers
of the growth or produce of the West-India islands to the
said States, so long as the order in council shall be continu-

G 2
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government acted with the most humble sub-
mission ; and, for *these courtesies,” actually
granted the valuable bonus, in the commercial
treaty of 1794, of trading to our East-Indian
possessions ;—a privilege which was then, in
vain- sought for, by British merchants. Be-
sides this concession, extorted from us by the
insolence, which our pusilanimity had encou-
raged in this upstart republic, the ports of our
West-Indian islands were uniformly opened to
their ships, upon principles that, to their inte-
rest, were the most favourable which ingenuity
could have devised,—principles, which shall

be proved to have secured the carriage of

almost the whole imports made into these
islands to American ships.  For, although

their ships were by law excluded the ports of

ed ; or to concert such olher measures as shall be thought
effectual to counteract the designs of Great Britain, with
respect to the American commerce.”

The province of South Carolina has laid duties on West-
Indian produce, from £50 to £100 per cent, higher than on
that of foreign islands: but it appears, that this duty was
imposed before they had any knowledge of his Majesty’s
order in council, of 24 Jul}.wf'a‘.f’pm\'.y of the Committee of
Council, from My, Atcheson’s Collection of Reports, &e.
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our West-Indian colonies, yet they were, from
the commencement of the late French war up to
1807, admitted without the authority of any
law ; and, after that period, they were admitted,
by orders in council, according to the Ameri-
can-intercourse-bill enacted for that purpose.
From the commencement of American inde-
pendence, up to the date of the commercial
treatly, in 1794, and even up to the present
hour, we appeared and are still apparently ata
loss how to rank the Americans,—what privi-
leges they were entitled to, or what prohibitions
they ought to be liable to in respect to their
being placed amongst other foreign nations.
How unfortunate! that we did not, at their
very birth as a nation; find out, that they pnt
every other foreign nation, with which they
had dealings, upon a more favourable footing
than 'us,—that we did not, instead of meanly
purchasing an equally favourable footing with
other nations, in respect to ven{ling our manu-
factures to that country, by the most enormous
and unprecedented sacrifices, verily and in-
deed, put them upon a footing with * the most
favoured nations,” by excluding them as well

as other foreigners from the: ports of our colo-
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nies,—by charging the same duties upon their

produce as upon that of other nations,—and
by imposing a countervailing duty in favour of
our own ships equal to what they charged in
favour of theirs, instead of the pitiful sum of
22d. balanced against £3: 10 : per ton.*

However, in this unfortunate dilemma, with
respect to what relation the United States
should stand towards us, we not only gave the
Americans the most unbounded advantages
over other foreign nations and over our own
colonists, but also even over British ship:
owners and British merchants. For the poris
of our East-Indian colonies were not only
opened to her ships and to her coOmmerce,
whilst the British ship-owners and British
merchants (except the East-India Company)
were not ouly excluded, but insulted, by being
told that, their being admitted to trade to these
colonies would - endanger the safety of the
whole of our Indian establishments, But no
such calamity, it would appear, was appre-
hended, by our government, from this Ameri-
can intcrcoursu in that quarter.

See Nos. 3 and 4 in ' the Appendix,
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This channel of commerce being open to
these foreigners, and shut against our own mer-
chants, 'some of our countrymen were indu-
ced, from eageruess of gain, to abandon their
country, and become Americans ; or, so to
compromise their characters as to create doubts
of their retaining any attachment to it.

The British, although undegraded by such
a comparison, in any other country in the civi-
lized world, were nevertheless, in order to gain
the confidence of their own government, in re-
spect to their being allowed to trade to these
colonies of their own country, obliged to per-
sonate a people, who would not, in any coun-
try, besides England, have been preferred, upon
the seore of peaceable behaviour and honoura-
ble dealing.

Nothing surely could be more humiliating
to an Englishman than to see his countrymen
metamorphosed into Yankies, merely to gain
the confidence of the British govermment, in
order to obtain a share of that trade from
which, by the old established laws of the land,
foreigners were totally excluded,

I am neither arguing nor inquiring whether

this trade should or 'should not have been
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thrown open, as it has been lately, to the Bri-
tish merchants in general. But surely, British
merchants had infinitely a better right ‘o it
than foreigners, who were allowed,  in the
most unreasonable manner, to come into com-
petition with our East-India Company in this
trade, which either ought to have been sacred
to that company, or thrown open to their coun-
try at large.

This branch of commerce, which was opened
to the Americans in British India, afforded an
opportunity, which they embraced to the fullest
extent, of filling the British' American  and
West-Indian colonies with East-Indian manu-
factures of every description, not only to the
injury of the East-India Company, but also
to the injury of British manufacturers.

This trade being now opened to the country
in general, however, will' form no apology
whatever FOR AGa1N opening it to the Ameri-
cans. The former privileges ' they enjoyed in
this ‘respect, being improvidently granted,  can
give them no claim it i, therefore, to be hoped,

that their flag, excepting ships which might

putin indistress, shall never again wave in the
ports of'these dr any 6ther British colonies:
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Although the Americans were, as already
observed, and are still, by the strict letier of
our navigation-laws, excluded from the ports of
our: West-Indian islands, yet this trade was
opened to them ‘after their independeénce ; and
opened, too, upon such principles, asnot only
secured to them the opportunity of furnishing
produce for the supply of these islands, but,
also, ultimately secured to them its carriage.

From the period of American independence
to the commencement of the late French war,
the “principal articles of American produce
were - still allowed to be ‘imported into our
West-Indian settlements in British ships. Con-
sidering, therefore, that, before the American
war, these settlements were almost entirely
supplied from the country which now forms
the United States,—that the produce of these
states was afterwards admitted upon the same
terms as that of our own colonies, — that the
ports of the United States were considerably
nearer to these islands than the ports of our
own provinces, — and that the supplying of our
West-Indian = settlements with American pro-
duce, from the United States; must: have,
therefore, been a trade well organized and un-
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derstood: whereas; upon the other hand, our

Temaining provinces being at a comparatively

greater distance, and - their produce ' conse-
quently liable 'to a proporiionably higher
freight, their trade with' the West Indies, pre-
vious to the late American war, was therefore
limited, and, of course, less understood, either
as to the preparation of lumber, or the proper
assortment of cargoes in general, than in the
United States ; and, having also been before
that period in the habit of shipping their wheat
to Great Britain, they even were not sufliciently
provided with mills to manufacture that article
into flour for the West-Indian market.  Tlis
difference of freight in favour of the Americans
tended considerably o discourage the trade
Jrom our own provinces, and operated greatly
in encouraging the transportation of their pro-
duce to the ports of the United States, instead
of taking it direct, in British bottoms, to the
king's sugar-colonies, or to any intermediate
port in British America.

Had a duty, equal to have balanced this
difference in favour of America, and sowmething
over and above, to have constituted a premjuim
or pretecting: duty in favour of the British eolo-
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BRITISH AMERICAN COLONIES. 91

nists, it would have encouraged and increased
the exportation of produce from our own colo-
nies, and disconraged and diminished the
exports from the United States, and at last
enabled our own provinces to have completely
supplied all the demands of our West-Indian
settlements, for American produce. This duty,
although it would have been but a mere trifle
as to the price paid in the West Indies, yet it
would have been of great importance compa-
red with the freights from the British provinces,
and its operation would have, no doubt, ulti-
mately rendered us independent of the United
States, in a very important respect. Had the
above circumstances been attended to, and
adequate measures been adopted and perseve-
red in, our own provinces would, by the com-
mencement of the late French war, have been
capable of affording our West-Indian settle-
ments all their supplies.  From the interests of
these provinces, however, being neglected and
misunderstood, their whole exports, at the com-
mencement of that war, did not altogether
amount to a quantity sufficient to answer the
demand of these islands ; and, moreover, from
various impolitic measures operating against
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them, there was then even but asmall proportion
of what they did export sent thither; and, conse-
quentily, a large share of the supplies of these
settlements continued still to be furnished from
the United States. The inconveniencies, o
which we were rendered liable by this depend-
enceupon America, were also greatly increased
by the want of proper convoys to protect our
ships employed in this intercourse with the
United States. -

This danger to which our ships were expo-
sed was afterwards pleaded as an excuse for a
further suspension of our navigation-laws, i
opening the ports of our Wesi-Indian colonies
to American ships, as well as to their produce:
and this suspension was managed in such a man-
ter, as answered the purpose of the United States
enfiniitely better than even its total repeal.

From the Inconveniencies suffered, by a
want of adequale protection to our ships em-
ployed between the -United States and our
West-Indian islands, at the commencement of
the late French WAar, serious inconveniencies
were: felt: ini the West  Indies
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mous prices, and the inhabitants threatened
with actual famine, the governors of the re-
spective islands, were under such distressing
circumstances, compelled, as a dernier resort,
to open the ports to the Americans, both to
their produce and to their ships.

" Then glatted markets and a depression of

prices ensued, and the ports again closed to
the Americans; and, then, of course, as the
stock on hand became exhausted, prices again
advanced, until at last it again became neces-
sary to open the ports to the Americans, for a
fresh supply ; thus producing a continued and
rapid succession of exiremes, which occa-
sioned the most serious inconveniencies ;— in-
conveniencies which often reduced our West-
Indian colonists to the necessity of eating
sour flour and half rotten provisions:at the
most exorbitant prices ; and at the same time
almost excluded the produce of the British
provinces from the West-Indian market.

The comparatively greater distance at which
the ports of the British provinces, than those
of the United States, were from the West
Indies ; and the ports of the British provinces
being principally shut up by the frost, during
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the winter season, are circumstances, which,
although, in themselves, they would have had
scarcely any perceptible effect in excluding
the produce of the British provinces from the
West-Indian market, yet, coupled with the
rapid changes which that market was rendered
liable to, it may be easily perceived, that they
were calculated to produce that efiect, and o
continue to operate in this respect as long a
the singular scramble, which the supplying of
our West-Indian possessions exhibited, whilst
the farce produced by this law and its suse
pension was kept in play.

Whilst large stocks remained on hand, pri-
ces were moderate ; but, as the super-abundant
quantity became exhausted, the farther sup-
plies being still dependent upon the same pre-
carious means, the remainder became an ob-
Ject of speculation, thereby causing an imme-
diate rise of prices.

But if the Canadians heard of such scareity
and high prices as were thus produced, and
accordingly despatched cargoes to meet them,
their shipments were sure to meet the market
in the very reverse state of what they had been
informed ; such adventurers were sure to find
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every British island in the West Indies glutted,
and produce selling perhaps at prices lower
than those current at the ports where their
shipments were made. They ultimately found
that what might be termed a brisk demand
and encouraging prices soon increased to that
dearth and almost actual famine, which pro-
duced the necessity for opening the ports to
the Americans, who, from their contiguity with
the West Indies, had an opportunity of glut-
ting these ports with produce, considerably be-
fore supplies could reach them from the British
provinces ; and, therefore, learned, by expe-
rience, that as long as the intercourse between
our West-Indian colonies and the United States
was permitted and continued upon the same
footing as has been before described, it was
impossible for them to derive any advautage
from their sister colonies in the West-Indies,
as a market for their produce.

I have mentioned the rapid changes which
the West-Indian market was rendered liable
to, and the distance and liability of some of
the ports of our provinces to be blocked up by
the frost in winter, as two causes which con-

iributed to the exclusion of the produce of
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R i

these provinces from the West Indies.’ ‘Had
only one of these two causes existed, out
continental colonists would have certainly come
in for a share in furnishing the” 'West-Indian
market with American produce.

It may be argued, that our Anierican provin-
ces, on account of their distance, and of some of
their ports being liablé to be shut up at certain
seasons of the year by the frost, areincapable
of furnishing our West-Indian colonists ‘with
regular supplies.  With regard to the distance,
an addition of eight or ten days to the length'of
the passage is equal to the difference, and
therefore, “excepting under the circnmstances
produced by the alternate opening and shutting
the market to the Americans, scarcely deserves
to be called a disadvantage.

As to the disadvantages which might anise
from the circumstance of the ports being shit
up by the frost, it may be observed,  that
some of them are no doubt shut up from
two to five months; but, an additional stock
laid in in the fall of the year would prevent
every possible convenience, which''‘conld
arise from this interruption, except in regard

to a few articles of minor consideration,
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With regard to flour ; as the supplies would
principally depend: upon Canada, so far the
inhabitants of the West-Indies would require
to lay in a small additional stock in the fall of
the year, as the navigation' of the St. Laurence
is shut up between four and five months. This
could be done without further inconvenience
than the out-lay of money, and about half a
dollar per barrel, for which it may be warranted
to keep twelve months, instead of four or five.

As part, however, might be obtained from
the lower provinces, where the ports are not so
long blockaded by the frost, three or four months
stock on hand would be the largest quantity
which would be requisite to provide against
this inconvenience.

Concerning lumber, no possible plea can
be urged against its keeping; and, therefore,
all the disadvantages which could arise to our
West-Indian' colonists, from their being. confi-
ned to these provinces, for their supplies of
that article, would be also the laying in three
or four months stock in the fall of the year.

Fish and provisions would keep' with the
greatest safety s at least, if they were cured
and packed in a manner suitable to the climate.

H
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they could receive but little,  if any, injury,
from being kept for this length of time.

Thus, it appears, that so far as the British
provinces are capable of supplying our West
Indian settlements with flour, meal, ' bread,
grain, &c. lumber, fish, and provisions, and the
furnishing of such supplies confined to the
resources of these provinces, no difficulties need
be apprehended either from the distance or from
the occasional suspension of the navigation
during winter: and, indeed, upon that trade
being encouraged to flow in this channel, no in-
convenience could possibly be experienced.

The quantity of wheat and flour, &c. hitherto
annually exported from the British provinces,
has been certainly short of what was suffi-
cient for the supply of our settlements in the
West Indies. This circumstance, - although,
for obvious reasons, no proof of their inade-
quacy, yet formed an additional excuse for the
admission of United States produce into these
settlements,

.The hostile spirit of the American govern-
ment, with some other circumstances, have at
length convinced us of the capability of' our

American provinces, of supplying not only our
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v

West-Indian colonies with lamber, but, also,
the mother country. And, although nothing
has yet taken place, at all calculated to in-
crease the exportation of flour, (at least, how-
ever far any circumstances may have occurred
favourable to that end, others have operated
proportionably against it,) yet, it is no less
clear, that in time of peace with the United
States of America, flour may be obtained from
our possessions upon the St. Laurence, in suf
ficient abundance for the supply of our West-
Indian islands.

The American embargo and the continental
system have, ever since 1807, produced an ex-
traordinary demand, in Canada, both for lum-
ber and flour.

This great demand for fish and lumber, of
every description, has been completely answered.
For the British American forests producing
timber in abundance, and the population of
these provinces being sufficiently numerous to
bring it to market, (at least, with the assist-
ance they had from the Americans,) the great-
est demand for that article, therefore, which
has ever occurred, in the British colonies, has
been abundantly answered. The proportionate

H 2
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demand for flour, however, has certainly not
been supplied. For the circumstances upon
which the increase of the exportation of that
article, and of lumber, from Canada, depend,
differ materially, both in their nature and fae
lity of operation.

The American embargo and non-intercourse
measures, it may be easily perceived, wete
much more calculated to prevent suppliesiof
flour than of lumber being brought to the €a-
nadian ports. For, although the supplies of
Jumber, from the American side of the St
Laurence, were almost entirely cut off yet
there being an abundant quantity of that artiele
upon the Canadian territory, it had only tobe
cut down and floated to market ; whereas, it
plainly appears, that, on account of the Amer-
can prohibitory laws, the increase of the quan-
tity of flour for exportation was dependent
upon the extension and improvement of agri-
culture : means of slow operation when com-
pared with the felling of timber: For, ever
since Mr. Jefferson’s embargo, in 1807, the sup-
plies from the Americans being almost entirely

withheld, very little increase in the exportation

of flour was to be expected; whereas, for the

 ;

i
il
ot

i




[HE

—
188 Certyi
Cumstanos
portation
Canada, §a
“nature af

1 non-nter
perceived
vent sup
ought totk
the suppk
side of b
ely out
ity of thats
it had ol
ket : whee
nt of thed
ase of fh
was' e
vement (
tion whet
her. fn
n 1607,
almost
the expi®

v hereas,

Soa B oo See— ?
. LR S e e

BRITISH AMERICAN COLONIES. 101

reasons adduced, there was nothing to prevent
an increase in the exports of lumber; at least,
not until the commencement of actual hostilities.
Although these prohibitory measures of
the American government had the effect of
increasing the demand for flour, in the ports
of the St. Laurence, and producing higher
prices than those paid in the poris of the
United States; yet, for the reasons already men-
tioned, they had also the effect of greatly pre-
venting the Canadian exports of that article;
and, therefore, although they created in the
Americans, situated upon the Canadian fron-
tiers, an inclination to prefer the ports of the
St. Laurence, in the disposal of their property,
yet -these people could not benefit by the cir-
cumstance, not having the power of a choice.
Had mnot open hostilities actually commen-
ced, however, and, at the same time, America
had continued, by her prohibitory laws, to
withhold supplies from our West-Indian
islands, a considerable supply >f flour would
have found its way to the Canadian ports,
however vigilant the Americans might have
been to prevent it, by enforcing the laws esta-
blished for that purpose. The late prohibitory
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laws of the United States have done a very
essential service to the British American pro-
vinces, in putting an end to the absurd practice
of alternately shutting and opening the ports of
our West-Indian islands to the Americans, a
practice which it is obvious was unnecessary
and highly impolitic; and, indeed, has proved
extremely injurious to our shipping-interest, dis-
couraging to our continental provinces, and
hurtful to our West-Indian colonists: it 1s, there-
fore, to be hoped, that that pernicious and ruins
ous licensing-system will not be adopted, to
supply the place of the other absurdity. Agree-
ably to what I have already observed, the Eng-
lish government had it certainly in their power
lo have framed and enforced an act, which
would have proved effectual in the encourage-
ment of the exportation of produce from the

British American provinces into our West-In-

dian islands, and, at the same time, secured to
the inhabitants of these islands regular and
abundant supplies, without opening the ports
of these settlements, either to the produce or
the ships of America.

This purpose might have Bee accomplish-

ed, by permitting, upon certain conditions, the

il




'HE
—‘_"--ﬁ
Ve dong 5
h Ameriy
> absur( 7
ning the
e Amerig
Vas W
eed, haspy
ing-inter
provines
lists: it s f
cIous and
be adop
surdity. Ay
erved, the
- in thelrp
an act, n
the encom
duce fron
) our Wt
me, Secilt
5 regulu
ning the

he pmfhui:

 acconpt
ndition:
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importation of such articles of American pro-
duce into our West-Indian settlements, as the
British provinces were then unable to furnish
in sufficient quantities.

For instance, had the British provinces not
been all at once adequate to supply our West-
Indian possessions with flour and lumber, then
let these articles have been admitted into these
settlements, liable to such a duty as would
have encouraged the transportation of the flour,
manufactured upon the United States side of
the St. Laurence to the Canadian market, in-
stead of the ports of the United States. And,
as it cannot surely be uiged, that we could not
furnish ships to transport such temporary sup-
plies as might have been thus wanted from the
United States, let them have been importable
only in British ships.

Had such a measure been adopted, it would
have immediately secured the carriage of the
whole to our own ships, and in a few years
would have encouraged such an influx of
American produce to the ports of the St. Lau-
rence, as would have enabled the British pro-
vinces to supply our West-Indian possessions

with every article of American produce of
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which they stood in need, (some trifling arti-
cles excepted, which are not produced in these
latitudes, such as rice, &c.)

Such a measure, according to No. 6, in the
Appendix, would have added 211,043 tons fo
the annual employment of our ships, - being
an amount of tonnage, upwards of one-fifth of
the whole which we employ in Soreign trade ; and
would have added no less than £1,477,301 to
the annual earnings of our merchant-shipping,

Indeed, such a system of policy would have
bronght the whole produce of that part of the
United States, which lies along the Canadian
trontiers, -0 the ports of the St. Laurence, and
thereby enabled the Canadas to have furnished
the mother-country, also, with large supplies of
wheat and flour: but, as these affairs have hi-
therto been regulated, the very produce of the
Canadas has, in several instances, been carried
to the ports of the United States; a melancholy
proof of want of attention to our commercial

and marilime affairs, and of the assiduity and

attention of the American government to that
important interest.

The adequacy of our

_ to the supply of our
West-Indian settlements, with flonr

American  provinees

and lumber,
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as well as American produce in general, how-
ever, being discussed more at large in another
part of this work ; and being a subject which
it is unnecessary to pursue further, as relating
to that now under consideration, namely, the
opening of the ports of our colonies to the
United States, it may be dismissed for the pre-
sent.

It may be observed, from what has been ad-
vanced upon this subject, that this relaxation of
our navigation-laws, in respect to our West-
Indian colonies, has been a downright sacri-
fice; because, upon the one hand, we had no
equivalent for the concession, and, upon the
other, there was no ecirenmstance in existence
which rendered such a measure necessary.

This extraordinary and unprecedented pri-
vilege, which has been so unjustly granted to
the American —at the expense of our own—
shipping-interest, in respect to the West Indies
alone, amounts to no less than about 211,043
tons of 40 cubic feet, as stated in No. 6, in the
Appendix.

To ascertain the amount of tonnage which
this trade has added to the American shipping,

it may be observed, that ships eenerally carr
Y pPs g L) y
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about a ton and an half measurement-goods per
ton register : but, it must be observed, that as
the greater part of the ships employed in this
trade are small sharp vessels, being generallyfast
sailers, they cannot be consequently computed
to carry more than about a ton measurement to
the ton register: the register tonnage, annually
cleared out of the American ports in this trade,
therefore, cannot have been less than 211,043,
The amount of the tonnage which the Ame-
ricans have employed in their trade with our
East-Indian colonies, could not be correctly
ascertained,
At amoderate calculation, however, we may
conclade that this most gratuitous sacrifice of
our shipping, by relaxing our navigation-
laws, in respect to opening the ports of our:
colonies to the United States, has at least add-
ed 300,000 tons to the employment of Ameri-
can shipping: computing the employment
which they had in their intercourse with our
our colonies in the East-Indies, in America, in
the Mediterranean, in Africa, &c. altogether,
at only 88,957 tons.
Our legislative proceedings, both in respect
to the trade and intercourse between our West-
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Indian islands and the United States, and the
opening of the ports of our East-Indian pos-
sessions to American ships, are evidently so
glaringly stamped with injustice and impolicy,
both towards our American colonists and our
ship-owners, as, it is to be hoped, will deter the
legislature from again relaxing in favour of
America, or any other nation, our navigation-
laws, which ought to be held sacred under
every difficulty.

Indeed, the minister, who would again coun-
tenance any treaty, which would permit the
American or any other foreign flag, either to
enter the ports of our East or West Indian, or
any other of our colonies; or, admit the Ame-
ricans to participate in the king’s fisheries on
the shores of British America or Newfound-
land ; or would, from any pretended accidental
necessity, (such as has been speciously held
out in respect to the West Indies,) advise his
Majesty to grant, by license, or otherwise, such
a privilege, ought to be considered, not only as
totally regardless of the interests of his country,
but as actually concerting and encouraging
measures for its ruin.
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OF THE ADMISSION OF THE PRODUCE OF THE
UNITED STATES INTO THE UNITED KING-
DOM, AT THE SAME RATE OF DUTIES A8
THAT OF OUR OWN COLONIES.

By virtue of the power vested in the privy
council by the 23d Geo. III. cap. 39, the pro-
duce and manufactures of the United States
were, by his Majesty’s proclamation, admitted
into this country at the same rate of duties as
was charged upon the produce of our om
colonies, and continued to be admitted upan
the same advantageous terms, until the expira-
tion of the late commercial treaty with Ame
rica.* Neither was the alien-duty charged in

favour of our own ships, nor any certificate re-

* Your Majesty, by the said order in couneil, has been
pleased to permit, that (except fish-oil, blubber, whale-fins,
and spermacet;) any goods, being unmanufactured, as well
as pig-iron, bar-iron, piteh, tar, turpentine, resin, pot-ash,
pearl-ash, indigo, masts, yards, and bowsprits, being the

growth or production of any of the territories of the United
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quired, as usual, that the importations made in
American ships were the produce and manufac-
ture of the United States; these orders in
council thereby admitting, that the ships natu-
ralised the property ; and, consequently allow-
ing this new republican flag to cover property

from every sort of scrutiny as to its origin.

States of America, may be imported directly from thence into
any of the ports of this kingdom, upon payment of the same
duties, as the like sorts of goods are or may be subject to, if
imported from any British island or plantation in America.

OBSERVATION.

Your Majesty has thought fit to grant to the commerce of
the United States, with respect to certain articles above enu-
merated and described, (being those in which the commerce
of the United States is principally carried on,) the same pre-
ference as is granted to the commerce of the islands and
plantations in America, remaining under your Majesty’s do-
minion: and, in many of these articles, the commerce of the
said States derives great benefit from the preference thus
given, to the detriment of the commerce of other foreign na-

tions, as will be seen by the following table.*—Report of the

Lords of the Committee of Council, from Mr. Atcheson's
Collection of Reports.

% The Table bere alluded to is omitted, being rendered unnecessary by

No, 8, in the Appendix

.
W
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These advantages, the Americans, by thejr
threatenings and compulsory measures, obtain-
ed with so little difficulty, that, instead of being
grateful for these unparalleled privileges, they
were only stimulated to make farther demands,

equally unreasonable and unprecedented ;

such as a free trade to our colonies, &c, en- |

forcing these demands by the imposition of ex-
orbitant duties against our commerce, non-
importation-acts, and other hostile measures,
This gross abuse, however, of our profuse
liberality and unbounded concessions to them,
had not the effect which they might have natu-
rally been expected to produce, namely, a re
traction of every former concession that had n
the least exceeded the limits, which our mari-
time laws and transactions with other nations

had set to our stipulations in all commiercial
arrangements with that country.
Had this been the case,

portant of these retr

oune of the most im-
actions would have been a
charge of an equal amount of duties upon
American produce,

as was charged upon the
produce of othe

r foreign nations, But, nosuch
effects were produced.

Our government still
continued their cone

eding system, endeavour-
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ing to purchase friendship by meanly submit-
ting to the grossest insult and imposition.

Fish-oil, blubber, whale-fins, and spermaceti,
were afterwards only made exceptions to this
general exemption of duties upon the produce
of the United States: and, after having for
several years exempted America from the
alien-duty, when we did at last put her so far
upon a footing with other foreign nations, as to
subject her o an alien-duty, still it was only to
the trifling amount of about one jfiftieth or
siztieth part of her excessive charge of this
description against us.

It appears, that the duties charged upon
American and other foreign produce, previous
to the expiration of our late commercial treaty
with the United States, were no less in favour
of America, even after she was subjected to the
alien-duty, than 18s. 6d. per load upen pine or
fir timber, 14s. 84. upon oak, 43s. 4d. per ton
upon ashes, and proportionably favourable
to her upon all other articles, as appears by
No. 3, in the Appendix.

This difference in favour of American pro-
duce, on the duties levied upon our importa-
tions, was evidently a sacrifice both of our
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revenue and of our American provinees; and
an unjustifiable partiality shewn to the United
States in respect to other foreign couniries,
America gave us no advantage over other
foreigners !* What claim then had she to any

preference from us in this respect ?

* Tonnage-duties, giving a preference to the ships of the
United States and of other nations over those of Great
Britain.

By a law made in Pensylvania, a duty of 4s. 6d. per ton,
for every voyage, was imposed upon the vessels of every i
tion with which congress had not made treaties of commeres,
By a law made in Maryland, a duty of 1s. per ton was im-
posed on all foreign shipping, except British ; and a duty of
9s. per ton upon British shipping. By a law passed in Vir-
ginia, in 1788, a duty of 6s. per ton was imposed on British
vessels, and 3s. per ton on all other foreign vessels. Bya
law made in North Carolina, a duty of 5s. per ton was im-
posed on British vessels: and a duty of 1s. per ton on all

other vessels.

Duties on imports, gwving a preference to those of the
United States and' of other nations over those of Great
Britain.

By laws passed in the provinces of New Hampshire, Mas-
sachusetts-Bay, and Rhode-Island, in 1785, a duty of 6d.
currency, being equal to 41d. sterling, was imposed on every
bushel of salt imported in ships owned, in whole or in part,
by British subjects ; and, by laws passed in the states of
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The injury of such partiality, both to our
colonies in America and our shipping, is im-
mense. The low duty charged upon American
timber in particular has undoubtedly added an
enormous proportion to the amount of the
shipping of that country, and evidently prevent-
ed a proportionable increase in the amount of
ours. Had the same duties been charged upon
her timber, as were charged upon that from
other foreign countries, the quantity which she
could ‘have imported would have been very
small indeed; and, considering the  state of
affairs upon the continent of Europe, such a
measure must have proportionably encreased
our importations of timber from our own pro-
vinces; and, consequently, secured the car-
riage of it to our own ships. For the 18s. 64.
per load upon fir timber, and other duties so

New York and Maryland, the cargoes of British ships are, in
every case, to pay double the duties imposed on those of
other nations. In Virginia, a law was established, to com-
wence in March, 1788, by which an additional duty was
imposed on all merchandize imported in British ships.— Re
port of the Lords of the Committee of Council, Jrom My,
Atchesow’s Collection of Reports.

I
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generously sacrificed to the Americans, would
of course have been so much in diminution of
that proportion of the price left to pay freight,
&c.; and, consequently, given our ships, em-
ployed in the carriage of timber from our own
colonies, a proportionate advantage over Ame-
rican: ships similarly employed from the United
States; and thereby, at last, enabled us to have
entirely shut up this source, whence Ame
rica derived so large a proportion of the en-
crease and support of her shipping.

British ships, from the immense expenseal
which they were navigated,—from their being
by the American countervailing duties probhi-
bited the privilege of carrying even almost any
share of our exporiations to that country, and
having the benefit of only a mock countervail-
ing duty in our importations,—were, therefore,
virtually excluded from the carriage of Ameri-
can produce imported into this country in ge-
neral ; and our own provinces being capable of
supplying us with some of the most bulky arti-
cles of which these importations consist, parti-
calarly timber, rendered the imposition of these
duties still the more necessary,

America may allege that the same duties
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being charged upon her timber, as upon that
from the Baltic, would altogether prohibit its
importation inlo this country. Be this as it
may,—this is a point with which we have no
concern. Were we to take such a circums-
stance into consideration, and to make allow-
ance for it in regulating the amount of our
duties, how far would such a rule lead us? To
admit this principle would be to admit a
precedent of the greatest impolicy, and indeed
of the most extravagant folly.

Upon such a principle, the Emperor of
China, had he timber for exportation, might
shew us that it was only the high freight that
prevented his timber from being exported to
this country, and with propriety urge the prin-
ciple we had admitted and adopted, as a plea
for sueh a rvegulation in his favour, as would
ensure the exportation of his timber to this
country, as well as his teas. It would be but
a silly argument, in opposition to such a plea,
to plead that a sacrifice of 20s. per ton answer-
ed the Americans purpose, whereas, he would
require £20 per ton: the loss to us, indeed,
might differ materially, but the principle is ex-
actly the same.
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All that America can, in reason and justice,

require of us, upon this score, is, to be put upon

a footing with other nations,—a privilege which
she has in very few instances extended to us,
but upon many occasions singled us out, by the

most marked insults and disadvantages.*

* Duties on imports, giving a preference to those of other
nations over those of Great Britain.

By laws made in the provinces of New Hampshire, Mas-
scchusetts-Bay, and Rhode-Island, a duty of 6s, sterling, per
hundred weight, is laid on cordage of British manufacture,
and only half that duty if it be of the manufacture of any
other foreign nation.—By a law passed in the province of
Maryland, a duty of 2s. per ewt. was imposed on brown and
clayed sugars imported from the British West-India islands;
and a duty of 1s. 6d. per cwt. on the like articles imported
from the plantations of France, Spain, Holland, Denmark,
and Sweden; and a duty of 1d. per pound on refined sugar
imported from Great Britain; and a duty of Zd. per pound
on the like article imported from the dominions of France,
Spain, Holland, Denmark, and Sweden,.—By a law passed in
South Carolina, in 1784, higher duties were imposed on the
produce of the British West-India islands than were payable
on the like produce of the West-India islands of other foreign
nations ; and, in Georgia, similar acts were passed, for the
same purposes. The committee believe, that the laws be-
fore mentioned are by no means all that have been passed
for the purposes before stated. The regulations made in
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It is notorious, that, at this very moment,
staves imported into this country fromthe United
States are only liable to one-third the amount
of duty charged upon staves from other foreign
countries,— even upon those imported from
countries with which we are in the strictest
amity.*

By charging the same rate of duties upon
the timber of all foreign countries, and regu-
lating the amount of the duties as circum-

stances and our own interest point out, we

these respects, by the several legislatures, are so various, that
it is hardly possible to obtain a complete account of them.
The merchants of Glasgow estimate the tonnage-duty, im-
posed in the period above mentioned, on British shipping
throughout all the United States, to have been, on an aver-
age, 2s.3d. more per ton than on American ships, and that
this charge on a ship of 200 tons, amounts to £22:10 for
each voyage; and they estimate the duty, imposed during
the said period, on goods imported in British ships through
all the United States, to be, upon anaverage, 2 per cent. more
than on the like goods imported in American ships, and that
this charge on a cargo of the value of £2,000 amounts to
£40.—Report of the Lords of the Committee of Council,

Jrom Mr. Atcheson’s Collection of Reports.

* Fish, foreign staves, and Iumber, are now excluded, by
order of council, from the British West Indies.
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might, in a very few years, secure the carriage
of that article entirely to our own ships ; and
also, the supplying of it to our own colonies,

The advantages to be derived from the ae-
quisition of this employment to our own ships
would be immense. And it is our own fault if
we do not secure the carriage of every load of
timber which we import.

For no foreign nation would ever think of
complaining of the duties which might be im-
posed for this purpose, provided they were
equal in amount:—being a matter of mere
domestic policy, and imposed agreeably to an
inherent right, which we enjoy in common with
other nations, of imposing what duties we
choose upon foreign produce, no nation could
or would ever complain of their amount.

Neither the American, Russian, Prussian,

Danish, Swedish, nor any other foreign go-

vernments, consult our interest or inclinations
in respect to the duties they impose upon such
produce and manufactures as they import from
this country ; then, certainly, neither are we,
therefore, under any obligation to consult any
of their interests or conveniencies in this re-

spect: far less to adopt or continue measires
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which sacrifice our most important cominercial
interests to their advantage.

It is no doubt to this sacrifice of our duties
upon American produce, that America owes a
very large portion of her shipping. The ton-
nage which she annually cleared out for this
eountry with timber alone, before the hostile
measures she adopted towards wus, was not
less than 120,000 tons: being a downright
sacrifice of a proportionate amount of our own
shipping,—of our American provinces,—and,
indeed, of our whole mercantile interest.

OF THE UNREASONABLE ADVANTAGES ALLOWED
TO AMERICAN SHIPS, IN THE COUNTERVAIL-
ING DUTIES CHARGED BY THE BRITISH AND
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENTS RESPEC-

TIVELY.

The difference, or extra duties, charged by
the government of any particular country, upon
the goods imported in foreign ships, compared
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with that imported in their own vessels, is an
alien, or, countervailing, duty, intended only to
affect the ships; its object is neither the gene-
ral policy of the importation of the goods
which constitute its subject, nor the funds
which it is to furnish ; but, for the express pur-

pose of encouraging and securing the freight to.

its own shipping.

A relative equality of this duty, therefore, as
respects the relation in which nations stand to
each other, is but just and reasonable. [In-
deed, no government, which attends to its own
interests, will ever suffer an inequality in this
respect to operate against them: but will

charge, in favour of their own ships, equal to

what is charged against them in every foreign
country respectively ; otherwise they are evi-
dently guilty of conniving at the destruction of
their own shipping-interest,*

* Your Majesty by the said orders in council, has allowed
the goods and merchandize, being the growth, production,
or manufacture, of the territories of the United States,
though imported in ships belonging to the subjects of the
United States, to be exempted from the alien-duty.

OBSERVATION.,
The goods imported in ships belonging to all other foreigu
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The method, or data, by which the British
and American governments have levied their

nations, are subject to the alien’s duty ; and the government
of this country has received frequent complaints from other
foreign nations of the distinction thus made, to their preju-
dice, in favour of the United States. (page 54.)

As the security of the British dominions principally de-
pends upon the greatness of your Majesty’s naval power, it
has ever been the policy of the British government to
watch, with a jealous eye, every attempt which has been made
by foreign nations to the detriment of its navigation: and,
even in cases where the interests of commerce, and those of
navigation, could not be wholly reconciled, the government
of Great Britain has always given the preference to the inte-
rests of mavigation: and it has never yet submitted to the
imposition of any tonnage-duties, by foreign nations, on Bri-
tish ships trading to their ports, without proceeding imme-
diately to retaliation.

In the year 1593, during the reign of Queen Elizabeth,
the State of Venice, (which was then one of the first mari-
time powers of Europe,) made a distinction to the disadvan-
tage of English ships in the duties on merchandize imported
into, or exported from, the Venetian territories : Queen Eli-
zabeth, in a charter she at that time gave to the Turkey
Company, forbade, during the twelve years which the said
charter was to continue, the importation, into England, of
currants, or the wine of Candia, in Venetian ships, upon for<
feiture of the said ships and their cargoes, unless the state of
Venice should think fit to abolish the distinetion before
mentioned, to the disadvantage of the ships of England:—
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countervailing duties, for the protection of
their shipping, has been a per centage upon the

and, in the year 1660, when the government of France im-
posed a duty of 50 sols per ton, payable in the ports of that
kingdom, upon the shipping of all foreign nations, including
therein the shipping of Great Britain, the legislature of this
country, by the 12 Charles IL 2 chap. 18, immediately im-
posed, by way of retaliation, a duty of 5s. per ton, on all
vessels belonging to the subjects of France, which should
trade to the ports of this kingdom, and enacted, that this
duty should continue to be collected as long as the duty of
50 sols per ton, or any part thereof, should be charged upon
British ships trading to the ports of France, and three

months longer. i
As a further inducement to the government of Great Bri-

tain to pay due attention to the system of policy, which the
congress of the United States appear now to have in view, the
committee think it right te suggest, that, if the British legisla-
ture acquiesce in the distinctions already made by the present
congress without remonstrance, the congress of the United
States may, in a future session, be encouraged to increase
these distinctions, so as to make them, in the end, effectual to
the purpose for which they were intended. The house of
representatives, in the two last sessions of congress, have cer-
tainly had such a measure in contemplation : in the last ses-
sion they proceeded so far in it, that a resolution was passed,
and a bill was twice read for that purpose; the members
returned from the northern states strongly supported this
measure ; those of the southern states resisted it, as being
contrary to their interests; the more moderate members,
both of the sepate and house of representatives, thought the
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other duties. For instance, we have been in
the habit of making an extra charge, upon im-
portations made in American ships, of zen per
cent. upon our duties; America also charged
extra, upon importations made in British ships,
about ten per cent. upon her duties. These
data answered her purpose extremely well: for
our importations are principally articles of
great bulk, small value, and hable to low du-
ties : whilst her importations are of great value
in proportion to their bulk, and, being manufac-
tured goods for the general consumption of the
country, are a proper object of taxation, and
are indeed liable to very heavy duties.

Although her countervailing duties and ours,
therefore, might be nearly equal as to per cent-
age upon the other duties, yet in amount they
differed widely in her favour; and, conse-
quently, answered the purposes for which they
were intended.

That a clear and accurate view of this im-

time was not yet arrived when they might venture with safety
to take a step of this importance. (page 125.)—Report of
the Lords of the Committee of Council, from M. Atcheson’s
Collection of Reports.
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portant subject may be had, I have, in No,3,
in the Appendix, given a statement of the
bulkiest articles of which our importations
both from Europe and America consist ; exhi-
biting the amount of the duties with which
these articles are chargeable; and also shew-
ing, what the countervailing duty in favour of
our own shipping amounts to per ton of 40 cubic
feet, or, per ton weight, of such goods as 20
cwt. of which would not amount to a ton mea-
surement ; and have also, in No. 4, given a list
of the principal articles of the manufactures,
&c. which we have been in the habit of export
ing to the United States ; shewing the amount
of American duties with which they are charge
able; and the amount of the countervailing
duty per ton, charged by the government of
the United States for the protection and encou:
ragement of their shipping.

The ton of 40 cubic feet is the most common
standard by which cargoes are computed, or
freights reckoned ; and, indeed, the freight of
all such goods, as, that the ton of 20 ewt. of ,
which exceeds 40 cubic feet, is paid by this mea-
surement, or, at least, (if paid by weight or any

other rule,) the amount or rate is proportioned
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to the measure, or bulk, of the goods; such as
cotton, sugar, wine and other liquids, &c. 1
have, therefore, adopted this as the most pro-
per measure, or standard, by which to estimate
the tonnage, in any discussions concerning
freight.

By the statement No. 3, it will be found,
that the countervailing duty per ton, which we
charged in favour of our own ships, was 6s. 84.
upon cotton, and 15s. upon tobacco: but, upon
lamber, which of all others, is the article of the
most material consequence, being the most
bulky, there is only 63d. to 1s. 74d. per ton
charged, to secure the carriage of this import-
ant commodity to our own ships. By this
statement, it appears that the average amount
of the countervailing duty which we have been
in the habit of charging, upon our importations
of lumber from America, was about 184. a ton;
and, that the average of what we charged upon
the principal articles of American produce
which we import, was only about 224. per ton.

From the statement No. 4, it appears that,
for the encouragement and protection of the
American shipping, a countervailing duty upon
the articles enumerated, from 4s. to £30 per
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ton, averaging about £3, was charged upm
the goods imported in British ships.

This document shews us, that the Ameriean
government, instead of proiecting and encon
raging their shipping-interest, by a countervail
ing duty, of only about the siztieth part of
the freight, secured that important interest
more effectually, namely, by a countervailing
duty of nearly the wkole amount of the freight

It is also important to ohserve, that, in 1804
the American government raised the whole
duties charged upon their imports from this
country, and at the same time added some
thing more than 1 per cent. ad valorem, to theil
old countervailing duty; being an addition of
about 10s. per ion, averaging the value asis
No. 4.

It is likewise remarkable, that our gover:
ment did not raise the duties churged upon
American produce imported into this country
until the year 1808 ; and it is moreover notor

ous, that, instead of the countervailing duty

being then also raised, it was actually reduced;

—reduced from an insignificant irifle to a
mere shadow,—from about 184. per ion upen

lomber to 714
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Thus we see that, after having for several
years submitted to the most exorbitant addi-
tional duties, charged by the United States in
favour of her own ships, without baving re-
course to retaliation in any shape, we at last,
for the protection of our shipping-interest,
adopted measures which were but calculated
to mock our injured ship-owners; for, what
could be more insulting than to talk of protect-
ing their interests by allowing them eighteen
pence to balance an imposition of £31!

When we did at last charge the alien-duty
upon our importations from the United States,
we were not bound to lay it on according to
any certain rule,—neither by a per centage
upon the duties, nor by any other particular
mode; but, whatever the mode adopted might
have been, the amount charged ought, as to
the proportion which it bore to the freight, to
have exactly corresponded with that charged
by America:—in fact, it ought to have been
£3 per ton instead of 18d.

As this duty is specially laid on to the dis-
advantage of foreign ships, for the interest and
encouragement of the ships of the country into
which the impertations are made; aund, as
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such distinctions have been acceded to beth by
us and the Americans, undoubtedly neither na-
tion could object to the other’s making a charge
in favour of their own ships, equal to what the
other charged in favour of theirs: the interest
of the ships being the direct object of the tax.

It is, therefore, unreasonable to suppose
that any certain per centage upon the duties
could be considered an equitable mode of levy-
ing this duty; and equally absurd to sappose,
that either nation, whilst they had the least
claim to common sense in support of ther
arguments, would object to the other’s charging
this countervailing duty, even at the rate of
3,300 per cent. upon their other duties, prov
ded such a proportion were requisite to render
the countervailing duties equally advantageous
to their ships, as that charged by the other na-
tion; about 3,300 per cent. appears to have been
the rate at which the British government, for the

encouragement of American shipping, allowed

her countervailing duty to exceed ours!!*

* If it should be thought proper to subject the goods
brought in American ships to the duties payable generally
on goods brought in foreign ships, and also to equalize the
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For various reasoris the amount of duties,
charged by the two countries upon their im-
portations respectively; must vary most mate-
rially, as to the proportion they bear to the
tonnage of the goods upon which: they are
levied ; and, therefore, an equal per centage
upon these duties must produce, upon their
respective shipping-interests, effects extremely

different ;—effects, only calculated to. encou-

tonnage-duties, it will be a discouragement to American
shipping, and an encouragement to British shipping, to the
extent of the present difference of the duty; and such mea-
sures will not prevent the same quantity of American pro-
duce being brought into this country,—more will be brought
in British ships,—less in American ships.

There is no security, that congress will not be induced
to increase the duties on British and other foreign ships. i
15 probable that they will increase these duties as their ship-
ping increase, and British capitals can be easily transported
to America for that purpose. Foreigners have no title to
complain of what congress have done or may do in this re-
spect ;—theymay equalize if they think proper. Comgress
have, in this instance, acted with true political wisdom, and
on sound principles of navigation-laws, and they will not be
dispesed to alter so wise a system.— Opinion of ¢ Committee
of the Merchants of Glasgow, submitied to the Commitice of
the Lords of Council, from My, Atchison's Collection of
Reports

K
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rage and increase the American shipping, and
in an equal ratio discourage and sacrifice ours:—
The Americans will, therefore, no doubt, ea-

gerly embrace a principle so much calculated

to promote their interests.

To regulate this important duty, according
to the strictest principles of equitable recipro-
city, and agreeably to our own interest, we
ought to ascertain, (according to the rule laid
down in No. 4, in the Appendix,) the precise
amount, per ton, of the duty charged by Ame-
rica, and then charge what would amount t
an equal proportion of the freight.

It is, therefore, of the first importance, to
ascertain the exaci amount, per ton, imposed
by the government of the United States.

To acquire the necessary information upon
this point, let the tonnage of the goods export-
ed thither be ascertained, which might be
done, either from the information of the ex-
porters, as to the relative proportions which
the value and tonnage of each article or species
of goods, of which our exports consist, bear
to each other, or, which would be a sureranda
much less objectionable method,—by haying
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the tonnage, by which freights are paid, of all
goods exported, entered at the custom-house.

The amount of the American conntervailing
duty, per ton, being thus ascertained, we ought
then to charge ours, either by the ton, or, as
heretofore, by a per centage upon the duties,
(but, with this great, important, and equitable,
difference,) regulating that per centage so as to
produce a proportion to the freight exactly
corresponding with that charged by America,
~—no matter whether such per centage were
ten or whether it were several thousand per
cent. upon the other duties.

Itis to be hoped, that the various circum-
stances concerning this important subject will
be minutely investigated and carefully attended
to in future. For, it is evident, that although
we have hitherto, in our commercial treaties
and other regulations, respecting our trade
with America, stipulated and provided con-
cerning countervailing duties, and have talked
of laying ihis, that, and the other, per centage
upon some eother per centage, in addition to
these countervailing duties, —all speciously
pretended for the encouragement of our ship-
ping — yet, nevertheless, we have, in the blind-

K2
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est and most ignorant manner, been, in reality,
bartering our ship-owners interests and legiti-
mate privileges for a mere shadow ;—been
actually, by our legislative knowledge, expe-
rience, and consummate skill, in financial and
commercial affairs, securing our shipping-inte-
rest; by a countervailing duty of 18d. per ton
upon timber, which is one of the bulkiest ati-
cles which we import, (being no less than about
the sixtieth part of the freight,) and submitting
to the American government’s imposition of &
countervailing duty of nearly the whole amount
of the freight in favour of their shipping ;—thus,
catching at the shadow whilst they enjoy the
substance.

Our countervailing duty was known to exist
or appeared only as an embellishment to an act
of parliament,—by the prominent feature it forms
n a compilation of our custom-house-duties,—
or, by the arithmetical exercise it gives our cus-
tom-house-clerks ; but,the American alien-duties
were most feelingly proved to exist by their ope-
ration ; and, indeed, so effectually did they ope-
rate, that nota package of goods was ever shipped
from this eountry in a British ship, whilst an
American vessel was to be found to receive it.
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It is impossible, with any degree of accuracy,
to compute the amount of British shipping
which our government have sacrificed by the
enormous and incredible advantages allowed
to ‘America, over British ships, in respect to
these countervailing duties,— £3 to 22d.—
a preference of 3,300 per cent.; and yet an
equality of these charges is what the Ame-
ricans, unreasonable as they were, would have
never objected to: or, as a comumittee of the
merchants of Glasgow observed upon the sub-
ject, in a communication to a committee of- the
privy council, that * Foreigners,” and of course,
we amongst others, ¢ had no right to complain
of what congress have charged, or may charge,
in this respect, —they may equalize if they
think proper. “ Congress have, in this instance,
acted with true political wisdom, and on sound
principles of navigation laws.™

Considering the attention which America
has shewn to her shipping-interest, and how
much she has scrutinized every part of our
conduct, in all our commercial concerns,
which in any way directly or indirectly affected

* See Note to page 129,
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her interests,—would she have allowed such a
difference 1o have existed against her ships?
Undoubtedly she would not! Her condugt,
hitherto, is sufficient to convince us that she
would have immediately met any extra charge
of ours, in this respect, with a corresponding
amount of duties.

No governmment, perhaps our own excepted,
would have so long submitted, under similar
circumstances, to such depredations upon the
most valnable branch of our commercial esta-
blishment.

The amount of our shipping thus sacrificed
must be very considerable, For the American
ships having, by the wisdom of their govern-
ment, all the shipments from this country se
cured to them, were thereby enabled to carmy
their own produce to Great Britain at propor-
Llionably a cheaper rate.

Considering this advantage en joyed by Ame-
rican ships,—that our shipping laboured under
the disadvantage of ‘the high price which they
cost,—the heavy expense ai which they were
navigated,—and unaided by an adequate alien-
duty, it was no wonder that ours were almost
entirely excluded from any participation, i
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either the export or import trade with Awme-
rica.

From the view taken of this important sub-
ject it is obvious, that, as an inherent right of
regulating the commercial intercourse between
its own subjects and foreigners, every nation
has also the right, upon the immutable princi-
ple of equity and justice and the laws and
customs of nations, as universally acknowled-
ged, to impose such countervailing duties as
it may deem expedient,

Consequently, no nation, which may be the
object of such duties, has cause to complain,
having it also in her power to counteract the
duties imposed by any particular state by
counterpoising them with others equally beneficial
to its own shipping,

The right, therefore, remains undisputed;
and, with respect to the expediency of exer-
cising it, it is obvious, that, to this country,
whose imports exceeds its exports, the higher the
countervailing duties imposed by foreigners in
favour of their own ships are, the more advanta-
geous, therefore, to British ships, considering that
an equal charge in favour of ours would ope-
rate effectually in securing the carriage of our
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imports, as theirs' would in the carriage of
our exports,—we should, therefore, be the
gainers, in proportion as our imporis exceed-
ed our exports.—If such foreigners charged
these duties so high as to secure the carriage
of all their imports from us——so much the more
in our, favour! as, an equal amount of duty,
which we should, as a matter of course, charge
(wete we not obstinately blind to our own in-
terest as heretofore) would as certainly secure
to us the carriage of -the whole of our imports
from them.

This favourable opportunity has been afford-
ed us by America— she charged a counteryail-
ing duty of such an amount, that, had we
raised ours fo an equal proportion of the
freight, it would have secured to us the car-
riage of every ton of goods which we imported
from that country;— she actnally, thereby,

offered us the carriage of her exports to this

country, being about 150,000 tons per annum,
n exchange for the carriage of our exports to
her ports, being only, perhaps, about 30,000
tons, Unfortunately, however, for British mer-
chants and British ship-owners, our legislators,
from seme unaccountable motives, disregarded
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W0 oF THE INEQUALITY OF THE AMOUNT OF THE
Ol DUTIES CHARGED UPON THE LUMBER WHICH
ail WE IMPORT IN GENERAL.
Olp i

The object of the custom-house-duties
ber!  charged upon the foreign produce which we
wuk  amport, is, in general, the funds which they
a1 furnish : with a few exceplions, at least, such
i as exorbitant duties intended as prohibitions;
il and countervailing duties, either for the protec-
iy tion and encouragement of our shipping, or for
|y, = the encouragement of our own colonies,
x| An equality of the duties upon our imports
gz from foreign countries (that is to say, from
p¢ countries other than our own colonies) is, there-
hum,; fore, both as far as relates to impartiality
to the foreign nations furnishing the articles*

* See Note to page 128,
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and our own interest in the revenue, in,
dispensably necessary.—The only difference,
which ought to be allowed to exist in these
duties, should be only an additional charge
upon the produce of countries not in amity
with us, and in some trifling instances in re
spect to articles of which a variety of qualities
are indispensably necessary.

No variety in the quality of any species of
timber, however, is necessary ; the best quality
of every particular kind being fit for every
purpose to which an inferior sort could be ap.
plied. As the cost of all foreign timber con:
sists almost wheolly in freight and other charge
in transportation, and duties, a reduction of
duty on account of quality must, therefore, be
the most impolitic sacrifice of our revente
and cannot be viewed in any other light than
a premiam paid to enable the people who are
unfortunate enough to be the proprietors of a
bad quality to vend their inferior stuff in thi
countiry, and also to keep up a successful com-
petition with those who import the most supe-
rior timber.

We have, however, for some time past, been
in the habit of charging different rates of duties
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upon the tinber which we import from foreign
countries, The distinctions have been princi-
pally in favour of America and Denmark; the
very two natious, which, of all others, have prac-
tised the greatest deceit towards us, — two na-
tions, who stand unparalleled in respect to the
lengths they have lately gone to vilify and de-
fame, in the most wicked and groundless man-
ner, our character as a nation.

The grounds upon which our American ad-
vocates have founded their claims for this pri-
vilege to the United States are, the inferiority
of the timber* and its distance from our mar-
ket, and consequent liability to high freight ;
and the reason for charging a reduced rate of
duties upon Norway timber was also its infe-
rior quality, —reasons the most absurd, in
favour of whatever nation they may have been
urged ; but, with respect to America and Den-

“ By taking notice of the prices current at Liverpool, and
other ports where American timber was regularly imported,
it will be found that American timber, both oak and pine,
(except pitch pine,) sold at considerably lower prices than
either European or Quebec timber.
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mark in particular, they are altogether unae-
countable.

These governments may urge, as a plea to
secure this privilege, that the same rate of
duty being charged upon their timber, as upon
Russian, Prussian, and other European tim-
ber, would not leave a sufficient amount to pay
freight, and would, therefore, amount to a pro-
hibition,—so it may, and so is many an honest,
worthy Englishman absolutely prohibited from
riding upon the king’s high-way, from the ex-
pense of a horse being beyond his reach.—ltis
not our business to take notice of the distan¢e
at which the foreign timber, which we import, is
from our market, nor of what quality it is, with
respect to the equality of the duties to whichi,
is liable; considering that we can have an
abundant supply, without making any abate:
ment of duty upon the timber of any particulas
foreign country.

Had a scarcity of supplies been either expe-
rienced or reasonably apprehended, the duties
in general might have been lowered; but, as

there has never been any want or even scarcity,

except in some trifling instances, arising prin-

cipally out of our destructive licensing system,
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there was no occasion for this expedient. In-
deed it is clearly shewn, in the 3d:chapter, that
our American colonies are more than sufficient
to supply all our demands for timber of every
description. This abatement of duties, there-
fore, in_favour of Denmark and America, being,
tothe former, 10s. per load, upon pine or fir,and,
to the latter, 18s. 64. upon fir, 15s.6d. upon oak,
and in the like proportion upon all other items
of our timber-importations from the United
States were mere sacrifices.

With respect to the motive which induced
this sacrifice, cousidering that our colonies
have always proved themselves capable of fur-
nishing supplies infinitely beyond the greatest
demand; and, that our ship-owners were suf-
fering the greatest distress for want of employ-
ment to their ships, it is obvious, that, as there
was neither a scarcity of timber nor of ship-
ping to carry it, this sacrifice must have pro-
ceeded from mere generosity,—and as a bounty
granted the Danes and Americans in. support
of ' their shipping, to enable them, with an
inferior article, to maintain a successful compe-
tion. with our own colonists, in the supply of
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the British market with timber of the most
superior quality.

OF THE ADMISSION OF ENEMIES PROPERTY By

LICENCE, AND THE 43d GEo. IIT.

Respecting our trade by licence, or, Prinp
Council-system of commerce ! it may be ob:
served, that the British nation owes its cou-
mercial greatness and superiority over all other
nations in this respect, to the peculiar pi-
perties of the British coustitution, which, by
the safety it provides for private property, and
by the protection and encouragement it holds
out to industry, thereby affords commercial
facilities and advantages not to be equalled it
any other nation.

The laws which respect commeree (il
orders in council, or laws made for the con-
venience of retailing commercial licenses, but
the laws of the land, calculated to give per-
manency and security to every species of mer-

cantile industry) have been proved, by expe
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rience, and treasured up in the constitution for
the protection and encouragement of trade.
These laws (the most important of which are
those that respect our shipping) so amply pro-
vide for the safety and security of commercial
enterprise, as to give the fullest scope to the
plans and schemes which the enterprising and
ingenious may introduce into our mercantile
system of economy and indusiry, mnotwith-
standing that many years, in which peace and
war may alternately prevail, may be necessary
to bring such wundertakings to maturity:
whereas, the arbitrary and uncertain measures
of the governments of other countries, with
few exceptions at least, are such as render pri-
vate property insecure, all mercaniile pursuits
uncertain, and the best-contrived commercial
schemes generally unsuccessful. But the Bri-
tish constitution scrupulously respecting and
protecting private property from every imposi-
tion, and so amply providing for the protection
and encouragement of every branch of busi-
ness, as to set all our manufacturing and com-
mercial concerns in motion, supporting each
other like the constituent parts of a well-con-
structed piece of machinery, thereby enables
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us, notwithstanding the prices of labour, and
the raw material, may be much higher than iy
most other foreign countries, suceessfully o
come in competition, both with the foreign mg
nufactures and ship-owners.

It is neither from a carelesshess of the soye
reigns of the continent of Europe and their
ministers’ concerning the thriving of their com
merce and manufactures,—nor because our go-
vernment is more assiduous in their attention
to these affairs,—neither from any natural dis
position to indolence or want of ‘enterprise i
the people upon the continent,—nor because
individually excel in industry and ingenuity
that we exceed every other nation in com:
merce,—but, as I have already observed, be
cause our laws, which respect our mercantile
pursuits, excel those of all other countries,

being (at least uniil lately) laws of the land,

enacted from the wise deliberation of a par
liament representing all classes and interests
of the community, and rendered secure, by the
peculiar properties of our constitution.
Notwithstanding the advantages, however,
which we have derived from adhering to a per-
manent system of commercial laws, we have
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L

lately shewn a most unaccountable disposition
to strike out of the good old path, chalked out
by the wisdom of our ancestors, which has con-
ducted us to a degree of national consequence
and commercial prosperity, hitherto unparallel-
ed, into the crooked bye-ways of the European
governments, whose arbitrary interference with
a'subject upon which they have had no com-
parative experience, have long shackled and
discouraged, and, in many instances, ruined
their commerce. Yet it is to speculations such
as these, conceived in ignorance and hatched
in power, that our Privy Council has thought
proper to sacrifice the navigation-laws of our
ancestors, which may be justly termed the
pillars which support our national renown,
and the sheet-anchor of our commercial pros-
perity.

The act of the 23d Geo. 11I. cap. 39, dated
the 12th of May, 1783, authorised his Majesty
in council to suspend, as regarded America,
every law existing for the regulation of our
commercial concerns with foreign nations, and
to adopt, in their stead, whatever measures,
rules, or regulations, they might choose to adopt.
This was, indeed, understood to have been but

1.
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a temporary measare ; bul it set an example,
which has unfortunately been too much copied
from ever sinee that period..

Amongst the first proceedings of our Privy
Council, in the regulation of our commerce
with the United States of America under this
act, were his Majesty’s orders inv council, of the
14th of May and 6th of June, 1783, admilliag
American produce and manufactures into this
country, at the same rate of duties as wa
charged wpon the produce and manufacturs
of our colonies. According to these prock
mations, no countervailing duty was chargel
in favour of our own ships, nor was any cee
tificate required, asusual, thatthe goods wee
the produce and manufactures of the United
States.

Thus did our legislature, by this act of the
12th of May, 1783, at once set aside and reader
nugatory (as far as regarded the United States)
those very laws which had not enly reared; bit
were so essential to the protection of our ship

ping and commerce,—putiing the regulation of
all our commercial concerns with that country
mio the power of the Privy Council, who, it

will be observed, lost no time in exercising
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these powers; for, only two days after they
were vested with this dangerous authority, they
actually sacrificed the great bulwark of our ship-
ping, colonial, and commercial, interest to the
United States. To satisfy this new government,
our ministers readily trampled under foot those
laws, of which the most powerful nations upon
the continent of Europe never could extorf from
their predecessors the smallest relaxation*—
They without hesitation franked the Ame-
vicans the duties charged upon other foreign
produce,—exempted their ships from counter-
vailing duty, and dispensed with a certificate
of the origin of the goods imported in their
ships :—thus, is our Privy Council to be found,
at once robbing our revenue, discouraging
and disregarding our colonies, by shutting
up the valuable sources of wealth which
they held out,—injuring our commerce, and
raining our shipping,— and, moreover, ad-
mitting that very principle which Buona-
parte’s insisting upon, has been the principal
cause of the most expensive war in which we
haveever been engaged, and the most destructive

* See note, p.115.
L2
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-
which has ever raged upon the continent of i
Europe ;—namely, that free ships make free !ue‘
goods, that the ships naturalize the property;— MH
a principle equally repugnant to common sense W
and sound reason, as it is hostile to the inte b
rests and safety of this country. K
In the year 1807, there was also another ¥
impolitic and unnecessary surrender of out B
maritime laws into the hands of our Privy e
Conncil, in respect to the opening of the ports ?
of our West Indian colonies to foreigners s
called the 4merican Intercourse Bill. 4
This bill authorised the King and his sue
cessors, with the advice of the Privy Council; g
to suspend, during the present or any future %
war, all the provisions of the Act of Navigation y
in the British settlements in the West Indies and »
South America, both as to exports and impois. vi
This measure was forced upon the shipping m
and commercial interests of this country i n:
the most arbitrary manner. Instead of ey b
dence being examined, in order to have ob te
tained all necessary information upon a subjedt :1:
of such immense importance, the great hody app;
of ship-owners were even, upon solicitation, i
refused an opportunity of defending them- i

selves against this most capricious and violent
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inroad made upon interests, which constitute
the main-spring of our commerce® An act
which was to give permanency and security to
an absurd practice which had already sacrificed
upwards of 120,000 tons of our shipping,—
equal to three times the amount of all the ton-
nage which we annually clear out for the whole
ports of our East Indian possessions,— was
passed with much less hesitation, less caution
or consideration, than would have probably
been bestowed upon an act for the regulation
of the concerns of a turnpike or theatre.

It has been clearly shewn, in the beginning
of this chapter, that the relaxation of our
navigation-laws, in opening the ports of our

West-India settlements to American ships has

# The various classes of petitioners against the bill, with
a degree of moderation highly commendable at all times,
but especially under the present critical and alarming situ-
ation of the navigation and trade of the empire, urged the
necessity of an inquiry on the subject before a committee ;
but all these entreaties in that respect were unavailing, and
the promoters of that ruinous measure denied to them that,
which had hitherto, in all other branches of trade, been
considered a matter of course, if not of right,—namely, the
appointment of a committee to inquire into the nature and
true merits of these respective cases,—Mr, Acheson’s Intro-
duotion to his Collection of Reports,
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been evidently a most unnecessary sacrifice of }
our own shipping-interest. For, it is obvious, e
that had the necessary information been obe -
tained, it would have been found, that if the o
produce of the United States could not have de
been -dispensed with, in the supplying of our I:J

West-Indian colonies, the admission of the
produce would have, at any rate, been the fall

extent to which any relaxation of our navigas by
tion-laws would have been necessary in this ‘f:
respect ; for, most assuredly, their ships might "
have been spared without the most distant risk b
of nconvenie ncg’f &/ 1
Another, and upon qenoml pnnmp]es the |
greatest source of mischief opened to us by the K
admission of enemies property, arises from "
the unlimited amount and incalculable i 1rregu- :
larities as to the quantity of enemies produce i
imported by virtue of the act of the 43d Geo. Il
cap. 153, which is a canker-worm lodged by our
legislature in the great body of our commercial, ;
shxppmq, and colonial inferests, w asting s P
very vitals, and, if not removed, will, iu the k
eud if war continue, ultimafelv ruin it.* ::

" That in the ¢ fmﬁdont am! general expectation that the
North Americans would not be permitted to carry on their |
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BRITISH AMERICAN COLONIES. 151

By this act the produce and manufactures of

the countries with whom we may be at war

export-trade during their war against ihis eountry, consi-
derable shipments of manufactured geods have already taken
place; and others to a much greater extest are now pres
paring for Brazil and other places, for the sele purpose of
having cotton-wool in return, which intended export of ma-
nufactuved goods will, however, now receive 4 severe check,
by the knowledge of the afore-mentioned act of parlia-
ment, permitting the import of cotton-w ool from the United
States, by neutral vessels.

That many of our manufacturing people will consequently
be thrown out of employ, and many of our commercial men
meet with severe losses.

That much of our shipping, which would otherwise be
beneficially employed in the export of our manufactures and
the bringing home of cousiderable quantities of cotton-
wool from thé Brazils, and from the East and West Indies,
will now remain unemployed; the effects of which are al-
ready felt to a very considerable extent, by the fall in price
of freight for British shipping to and from the Brazils.

That it is humbly submitted to be sound policy and con-
sequently to be highly expedient, that the natives and resi-
dents of our own colonies, together with those of our allies,
who constantly take from us our manufactured goods in
payment of their produce, should have the exclusive privi-
lege of supplying us with the raw material, in preference
to those who prohibit and interdiet our commerce and ma-
nufactures.

That if North America be permitted to carry on her ex-
port-trade during the war, by neutrals, she will, by such
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are admitted into Great Britain, direct from
enemies ports, in neutral ships, and liable
only to the same rate of duties as they were
chargeable with in time of peace.

For some few articles of indispensable ne.
cessity, we may be rendered dependent upon
our enemies for supplies. In such cases,
however, care ought to be taken to ascertain
whether or not we could obtain a sufficient
supply, by confining the importation to our own
ships, and measures adopted accordingly.

Every species of enemies produce, of which
we could oblain sufficient quantities from our
own colonies and friendly nations, " ought
certainly to be prohibited, as it was by the
laws which existed previous to the passing ot
this act. But, as to such articles as could not
altogether be dispensed with, whilst, at the

same time, an adequate supply could be ob-

Scunstads (1 L
means, have the exclusive advantage of supplying, with her
cotton-wool and other articles, all the European markets,
where the ports are not blockaded : to the obvious disad-
vantage of our manufactures, merchants, and ship-owners,
who would otherwise havé the supplying of those markets
from hence with our manufactured goods.—Mr. Lynre's Letter
to Lord Cast leveagh,
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BRITISH AMERICAN COLONIES. 153

tained from neutral ports, then let us limit the
mportation of these to our own ships; and of
snch goods as we could not dispense with, nor
obtain the necessary quantity from neutral
ports ; in such cases only this act could be ju-
diciously had recourse to.

Timber, for example, is an article of such
indispensable necessity, that, were we reduced
to a dependence upon our enemiies for our sup-
plies of it, considering its great bulk and com-
paratively small value, we should certainly find
ourselves under the necessity of admitting it
direct from the ports of our enemies, in neu-
tral ships, and, failing them, even in those of
our enepnies,

Instead, however, of being under or even
liable to this necessity, of late years, our own
colonies, even without the least aid from any
foreign country whatever, are capable- of fur-
nishing us with the most abundant supplies.

Cotton, as a raw materinl of the very first
in]pm'luuc(' to our manufactures, is also an ar-
ticle of indispensable necessity, Were we
therefore rendered wholly dependent upon our
enemies for this important article, we should,

no doubt, be obliged to secure supplies, either
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emmr

from mneutral ports by our own ships, or, ac-
cording to circumstances, even to admit im-
portations, under this act, by neutral ships
direct from enemies ports.

Inder existing circumstances, however, not:
withstanding that colton has become an articlg
of the very first consequence to our manufac
tures, this act is altogether unnecessary for the
encouragement of its importation,

Our own East and West Indian colonies,
and the couniries in amity with us, such as the
Brazils, &c, are capable of amply satisfyin
all our demands ; at any rate, with such coiio
of the United States as could be obtained from
the ports of neutrals, taken as prizes, &ec. they
would afford the most abundant supplies®

* The unfortunate planters in the late Dutch and British
colonies, deprived of that choice of market which the fo-
reign planters enjoy, are compelled to send theéir cottonsto
this country ; their supplies, whatever they 'may eost, mu
be drawn from hence: their poverty puts it out of ther
power to hold back their crops, however much at timesit
might be for their interest to do so, and though now loaded
with additional freight and insurance consequent upon the
American war, they pay the same duty here with the neutra]
foreigner, who is exempted from all these econsequences;
therefore, from them, thus depressed and broken down,
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The present importation of cotton from the
United States, and the present and late importa-
tions of timber from enemies countries, are,
therefore, and have been, unnecessary ; they are,
indeed, measures of great hardship and in-
justice towards our own colonists and ship-
owners, and impoliti¢ dnd ungenerous towards
our antient and faithful allies, the Portuguese,

Hemp is likewise an article of imperious ne-
cessity, for purposes of the first ‘importance,
For our supplies of this article we have been

thrown on the mercy of their country, yet treated worse
than strangers, no change of measures are to be appre-
hended.

I have, my Lord, next to contemplate the probable results
that are to be expected, if the import of American cottons
is restricted to British ships from neutral ports. The adop-
tion of this measure would be returning to the system of our
navigation-laws, and the performance of an act of Justice
to the British ship-owners. = This system, | will venture 1o
assert, ought never to be departed from, but under cireum-
stances of the most urgent pressure and necessity, such as,
in the preseni case, I humbly contend do not exist; Qur
naval greatness and commercial consequence are admitted to
nce
to its prineiples, and that they cannot be departed from,
without feeding the résources of the enemy, or the

be closely connected, if not dependent upon our adhere

neutral, at
our expense.—Mr. Gladstone’s Lettertothe Board of Trade.
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hitherto principally dependent upon foreigners;
and, considering that but few countries pro-
duce it for exportation, and that, from the
peculiarities of the situation of those countries
from whence it can only be obtained, when
we are at war with them, our supplies are
generally not to be procured from neutral
ports ; and, therefore, this act might, at cer
tain times, be very properly put in operation
for the admission of this important commodity,
in neutral ships, direct from enemies ports,

The same mode of reasoning applies fo every

item of which our imports consist, viz. either

as adduced with respect to timber, coiton,
or hemp; the whole ought, therefore, tobe
classed accordingly.

In the first place, for example, all articles,
(the produce of an enemy’s couniry,) being
articles of which we could obtain a sufficient
supply from our own colonies and countries
in amity with us, ought, undoubtedly, ac
cording to the above observations respecting
timber, and agreeably to our old maritime
laws, to be prohibited, except imported in
our own ships, and warehoused, for expor

{ation,
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In the second place, all articles, (theproduce
of enemies countries,) being articles of which
we could not obtain sufficient supplies from
our own colonies and countries in amity with
us, but of which a sufficiency could be procured
by only admitting such articles of enemies
produce from neutral ports, according to the
above observations respecting cotton, ounght to
be admitted only in British ships :—~And,

In the third place, all articles, (the produce
of enemies countries,) being ‘articles of which
we could not' obtain adequate supplies from
our own colonies,—couniries in amity with
us, nor even from neutral ports, according to
the above observations respecting hemp, ought,
no doubt, during the existence of such circum-
stances, to be admitted from eneinies ports in
neutral ships.

Had every item of which our importations
consisted been judiciously classed under one or
other of these three cases, and our importations
regulated accordingly, our colonies would have
been now in a morethriving state, —our shipping
in a more flourishing condition,—and our whole
commercial and manufacturing concerns in-
finitely less liable to those glaring irregularities
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which they have of lite experienced,—irregy.
larities which have, to an alarming extent,
converled our merchants «into adventurers,
and our mariners into smugglers, under the
patronage and direction of @ British Priy
Council ! I*

For the sake of one or two articles, how.
ever, this sweeping act has been adopted, e
velling all the privileges and adyantages which
our colonies, and the nations in amity. withus,
have an undoubted right to enjoy; placing
them, in fact, upon a footing with our mos
inveterate enemies.

The injury which our North-American pro-
vinces—and the greatest of all the many i
juries which our shipping interest haye sus
tained from the importations made under this
act has been in the importation of timber ;—for
our shipping has been injured by being de
prived of the carriage of it, which would hase

* The connivance of our legal authorities at our own and
the ships of foreign nations, trading to our ports by licence
under false colours, and the consequent perjury inseparable
from such practices, proves this assertion to a demonstration.
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BRITISH AMERICAN COLONIES 159

been secured to them if brought from our own
colonies ; ‘and our American colonies have
been injured ‘both by the irregularily and in-
calculable amount' of the quantity introduced,
as well as in the admission of it upon any
terms ; these provinces being capable (as I

‘have clearly shewn in the next chapter) of

supplying all our demands for that article.

It may not be improper here to remark, that
the secarcity of ‘specie has been attrtbuted o
our licensing system, merely for the purpose
of ‘shewing, that, although this scarcity had
not existed the ruinous tendency of this perni-
cions mode of carrying on our commerce,
wight have been discovered; and, therefore,
that, were an abundant supply of the precious
metal again to supply the place of this scar-
eity, or, in other words, were Bank-of-Eng-
land notes again readily convertible into spe-
cie,” it would afford no proof that our li-
cense-trade  was profitable to the couniry
and according to the principles of sound po-
licy:

The scarcity of specie, felt by government, pro-
ceeds principally from the immense expenditure
they have been led into for the very salvation of
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the country ; having been left alone to defend
our own independence, and the antient free.

dom of Europe, against the meost powerful

enemy that ever assailed this or any other

country.

From this vast and necessary expenditure
therefore, they have experienced, that nations,
like individnals, must necessarily find money
scarce in proportion as their means' of pur-
chasing (it are limited ; — that, - when they are
not in possession of real fuuds, their extraor
dinary anticipations must produce inconves
nience, and be made at considerable disadvap-
tages, which must be the case with respect to
large sums borrowed for the purpose of sending
abroad.

Had therevenue of the country been evennear-
Iy sufficient to meet the public expenditure, the
present scarcity of specie would not have been
felt ; for the profits upon our commerce would
have more than enabled them to have madeall
the exports of bullion necessary for their fo-
reign expenditure, without producing any in-
convenience. But, considering the enormous
sums that government have been imperiously
called upon to borrow, for the very salvation
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BRITISH AMERICAN COLONIES. 161

of the country; and, particularly, considering
the great proportion which our foreign expen-
diture bears to the whole, the profits of our
commerce were unequal to balance such an ex-
hausting exportation of bullion, so necessarily
imade, without producing such inconveniences
as we have felt.

These speculative projects of our Privy
Council, (I mean the licensing system car-
ried on under the 43d Geo. III. cap. 153,)
abstractedly considered, are certainly not cal-
culated to produce a scarcity of specie: for,
had these adventurous speculations been, upon
the whole, profitable to the country, instead of
draining us of our specie, they would, on the
contrary, have even comntributed to our ability
to send specie abroad. 'This new method of
carrying on our trade with foreign parts, how-
ever, has been extremely ruinous, and, conse-
guently, a drain of specie from this country
has been one of the many ruinous effects which
it has produced. |

To go fully into a discussion concerning our
licence-trade would of itself form a work of
great length : it is not my intention, hcwever,
neither is it here necessary, to go into particu-

M
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lars, further than the few general observations
which I have made concerning its effects upon
our American provinces, and the consequent
mjury which our shipping has sustained.

It may be further observed, however, that
orders of council may very properly be had
recourse to in cases of great and sudden emer-
gency. FPor example, in the instance of those
retaliatory measures wisely adopted to meet
Buonaparte’s Milan decrees, and to thwart the
projects craftily contrived by him, and con
nived at by the United States, for our de
struction : but, in the above instances, orders
in council were introduced to suspend and
controul those wise and salutary laws of our
ancestors, calculated to regulate all our mer
cantile transactions with America, and to have
provided amply for every contingency which
could bave arisen out of such transactions.
And, if any new case should have occurred in
the common course of business, it oughito
have been the subject of legislative investiga-
tion, and not disposed of in a summary way
by the executive branch of our government.
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OF THE HIGH PRICE OF OUR SHIPS AND THE
GREAT EXPENSE AT WHICH THEY ARE NA-
VIGATED, COMPARED WITH THE FOREIGN
SHIPS WITH WHICH THEY HAVE TO COME IN
COMPETITION.

With respect to the comparative difference
of expense at which our ships and those of
America were navigated, previous to the late
interruptions which have taken place in our
commercial intercourse with that country,
No. 4, in the Appendix, is an estimate which
shews a disadvantage ‘against us, in this re-
spect, of no less than' 28s. per ton, upon a six
months voyage.

Possibly in this estimate the evact value and
tXpense may not be correctly ascertained. 1t
is, however, netorious to every one who is ac-
(uhinted with these affairs; that foreign ships
are and have been, for some tinie past, navi-
gated at considerably smaller expense than
ours ; and, at the same time, it 'is more pro-
bable that the difference is rather unde
aver-rated.

r than

M 2
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The high price of our ships, and the great
expense at which they are navigated, are cir-
cumstances which, in respect to our coasting
and colonial trade, are no injury to our ship-
owner,—in this respect they only keep pace
with the price of labour, and the prices of
things in general.

But this great expense, as far as it respects our
trade with foreign countries, being combined with
various other circumstances, is to our shipping-
interest ruinous in the exireme :—the ports of
our colonies opened to the Americans ;—the
partiality shewn to foreigners, in respect i0
the duties charged upon timber ;—the enor-
mous advantages allowed the Americans in
countervailing duties, and our licensing sys-
tem ;—these, with the high price of our ships,
are calculated to sweep our foreign shipping
from the ocean.

Supposing the maintenance of our labouring
class of society cost five times more than
the maintenance of the like class amongsi
the Russians, yet, if the Englishmen’s wages
are commensurate with the high price of their
living, the disparity of prices does not render
them less comfortably situated, compared with
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the Russians. But how would such English-
men be circumstanced, were myriads of Rus-
sians to coeme into this country, and come in
competition with them for wages; the Russians
enjoying, at the same time, the unreasonable

advantage of having their subsistence furnished

io them at the same low rate they paid for it in
their native country ? There is no doubt wages
would be reduced, and the Englishmen, in the
midst of plenty, might perish for want of bread.
Yet this case and that of our shipping-interest
are 80 exaetly parallel, that, as certainly as our
labouring class would suffer under such cir-
cumstances, in precisely the same proportion
is our shipping as unreasonably and unjustly
suffering, and will continue to suffer as long as
the cause which has been above-assigned re-
mains unremoved, or at least until its baneful
effects are rendered less injurious, by a careful
aitention to other eircumstances.

The difference of the wvalue in the ships,
of the sailors wages, of the price of provisions,
of the amount of insurance, &ec. and, in fact,
of every item composing the expense of navi-
gating the ships of the respective countries
onght to be taken into consideration, in
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laying on ‘the duties upon all importations
from foreign countries ; and, if the difference
should then appear against us,as in No. 5, an ad-
ditional duty, precisely equal to that difference,
should be charged upon all importations made
in foreign ships ; and then, over and above that
difference, a countervailing duty in' favour of
our own shipping.

Had this equitable principlé been declared and
acted upon in ourlate commercial intercourse
with the United States, the additional duty upon
the produce of that country, imported in Ame:
rican ships, over and above that charged upo
what was imported in our own vessels, instead
of being Is, 75d per ton upon timber, would have
been, i the first place, 28s. (see Nou5.) and, in
next place, a countervailing duty, equal to
what the Americans charged, which, accord:
ing to No. 4, in the Appendix, was £3:10,
being, together, £4:18 per ton, instead of
the pitifal sum of 1s. 72d.! '

This rule, for regulating the duties for the
protection of our shipping-interest, equally ap:

plies to all foreign countries as well as to Ames
rica; and our shipping must actually either still
continue to suffer in every competition, or that
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disadvantage must be attended to and, either
directly or indirectly, counterpoised.

Possibly some difficulty might be expe-
vienced in charging a direct extra tax upon
importations made in foreign vessels, to balance
the high price of our ships, by the opposition
of the governments of foreign countries, as it
is very unlikely that they would have occasion
to claim from us any such privilege, and may,
therefore, hethe less inclined to acknowledge
the principle, however just in itself.

If such obstacles should prove insurmount-
able, which 1 admit they might, perhaps we
ought, therefore, to be upon the alert to re-
move all other disabilities, particularly those
above-mentioned; in the doing of which no
foreign governments wonld have any right to
interfere.

From the undue advanlages allowed the
Americans, as appears from this view taken
of our transactions with that government, par-
ticularly in the relavation of our navigation-
laws in favour of the United States, by opening
the ports of our colonies to their ships ;—in the
admission of their produce into the united king-
dom, at the same rate of duties as that of our
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own colonies ;—in the advantages allowed theiy
ships in the countervailing duties charged by
the respective governments, it 1s evident we haye
been at once guilty of an improper partiality
towards them as regards other foreign nations,
and at the same time of injustice to our owy
colonists ; and, also, of actually countenancing
a system which might ultimately tend to the
ruin of our own shipping.
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CHAP. 1V,

OF THE EXTENSIVE, VALUABLE, AND IMPRO-
VABLE RESOURCES AND CAPABILITIES POS-
SESSED BY OUR AMERICAN PROVINCES, AS
RESPECTS OUR SHIPPING AND COMMERCIAL
INTERESTS.

RecArDpING the important resources of the
British North-American provinces, it may not
be improper to make a few observations con-
cerning the qualities of the lumber exported
from these colonies, the carriage of that article
being, of all others, of the greatest importance
to our shipping.

Oax TiMBER.—This article is only exported
from the Canadas; there being none produced
in the lower provinces fit for exportation.
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Quebec Oak* consists of two kinds, which
are wHITE and RED ; the white is only export-
ed, the red not being considered merchantable,

The merchantable size is 12 inches and up-
wards on the side ; and 20 feet long, and up.
wards. There is not much brought to market
under 12 inches ; the general size is from 13t
16 inches square, and from 30 to 40 feet long,
Insomefew instances, however, a few pieces may
be found to square even from 16 to 30 inches;
and some sticks, perphaps, to run the length of
60 feet.

The quality of Quebec white oak is con
sidered superior to any which ‘we import
from any other part of America, or even fron
Europe. This may be proved by inspeeting
the prices current at those ports, wherein all
the variety of qualities we import are to be
found.

Before oak can be exported from Canada,
it must be inspected by a person, appointed by
government, for that purpose, and stamped as

* Canadian oak, from whatever part of the St, Lawrence
It is shipped, is generally termed Quebec oak,
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merchantable. That which is rejected as un-
merchantable is not allowed to be exported.

The faults for which it is considered un-
merchantable are, its being red oak, under 20
feet long,—under 12 inches upon the side,—
having unsound kmnots,—being erooked or ill-
squared,—and its being ringed, which last is
the most general and the greatest of all faults.

Ringed timber is that which has begun to
rot or decay in the heart. When this disease
has but just commenced, it requires a good
judge to discover the defect, which, in a ecir-
cular manner, appears, by shewing a small
shade of difference in the colour.

From this variety of the quality of oak in
the Quebec market, a proportionate variety of
prices are produced ; the unsound, perhaps,
selling at 6d. per foot, and the best at 2s. 6d.
Hence is the difference of the quality and cha-
racter of Quebec-built ships most satisfactorily
accounted for; being built of timber which
differ 400 per cent. in price ; their quality must
of necessity differ materially, and, therefore, no
wonder that opinions the most opposite, con-
cerning their durability, may be formed by those
nnacquainted with this circumsiance,
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The quality of Quebec oak, compared with
English and American oak,* may be judged
of by the price it bears in the London and
Liverpool markets. In London its price i
generally a medium between that of the hes
and that of the worst quality of English oak~
maintaining a price about 20 to 30 per cenf,
higher than the worst, and about the like pro.
portion under the best; and, in Liverpeol, i
will be found to have commanded, for a num
ber of years past, a price about 20 per ceil
higher than that imported from America.

The quantity of oak timber exported from
Quebec,

LOADS,
In 1804, was 2626
In 1806 --- 5452
In'1810-: (99599

Pine-riMmBER.—There are two kinds of piie
or fir timber exported from British 'North
America, viz, RED and YELLow. ''‘There'ss

* The oak-timber imported from the United States is gé:
nerally termed American oak, in contradistinction to. thal
imported from Quebec.
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none of what is properly termed white pine
exported from these provinces.
At the port of Quebec, as well as in the other

5 ports of the St. Lawrence, pine-timber, as well
i as oak, must be inspected, and found mer-

chantable before it can be exported.
Neither red nor yellow pine is merchantable
under 12 inches on the side, nor under 20 feet

w long.

Yellow pine runs from 14 to 22 inches on

. the side, and, in some instances, even to 30,
. and from 30 to 45 feet in length : it may be
. had, however, 50 to 60 feet long, and upwards.

It is generally perfectly straight, and remark-
ably free from knots. Indeed, many sticks,
and even whole lots, are to be found without
even a single knot; this is to be accounted for
by the extraordinary length of the timber of
the Canadian forests in general. When the
trees are felled, they must be greatly reduced
in length, that they may be the more conve-
niently hauled to the rivers which are to float
them to market ; a large proportion of the top
part, with all the knots, is consequently cut
off.

Rep pine was little known in Canada be-
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fore the year 1808, when there was a small
quantity exported.  In 1809, the quantity
shipped was very considerable; indeed,
soon as it was particularly inquired after; it wa
farnished in abundance. Quebec and other
British American red pine, for strength and
durability, is equal to any which we impor

from any other country whatever.
The quantity of pine-timber exported from

Quebec,

LOADS.

In 1804 was 1,012

In 1806 ---- 2,761

In 1810 - - + - 69,271

MasTts.— Government have been for some
years pasit principally supplied with masis
from our American provinces. These eolonies
furnish mast of the largest dimensions, evenio

35 inches. The proportionate dimensionsof
masts are three feet in length to every inelin °
diameter, at the partners, with the additionof
nine feet. A thirty 35-inch mast is, therefor;
114 feet long, which is about the greatest lengil
wanted in the Royal Navy.  Yellow-pine:
masts, of the largest dimensions, are to be had
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in the greatest abundance; but of red pine

' there are few to be found above 20 or 21
" inches.

The number of masts and bowsprits exported
from Quebec,
PIECES.
In 1804 was_ 115
In 1806 - -~ - 354
. In 1810 - - - -7,655

Deavs.—The deals (or pine-plank, as they
are tecknically termed in Canada) which are
exported from that country, run generally
from 2 to 3% inches thick, 7 to 11 broad, and
12 feet long. 'They are net reckoned by any

i particular standard, but are sold: by the thou-
| sand superficial feet, of their respective thick-
 nesses, reckoning 1200 to the thousand.

There is no branch of the Canadian timber-
trade more capable of improvement than this;
nor would any other improvement which could
be introdueed, be attended with more beneficial

, effects both to the British and Canadians. Tt
 has, indeed, within these last few years, been
, greatly improved. A few years back the deals

and boards which were brought to market con-
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sisted of the most irregular dimensions, both i
length, breadth, and thickness. ‘What are now
produced, however, are principally reducedty
some particular standard, generally to 12 feel
long and either to 2, 2%, or 3 inches thiek, ad
from 7 to 11 inches in breadth, but principally
7, 9, or 11. It is to Mr. Usborne, late of
Quebec, that the public are principally in-
debted for this improvement in the manufactue
of deals in Canada. There yet remains a greal
deal to be done, however, in the improvementof
this branch of the Canadian timber-trade, both
as regards the manufacture or preparation ofth
article, and as respects an increase in the quar
tity exported.—The British government havei
in their powsr, and ought to secure, a demand
for deals in Canada; and the Canadian g
vernment have it in their power,  and oughtfe
encourage their preparation throughout the
country, generally.

h is of importance to observe, that, although
throughout the mest populous part:of Lower
Canada, particularly upon the banks of the
St. Lawrence, below Montreal, that no tree
fit for being converted into masts or square
timber, now remain; yet, nevertheless, upo
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those wood-lands which necessarily yet re-
main, such as those parts which are unfit for
agricultural purposes, parts reserved for fuel,
&e. there are to be found abundance of trees,
fit for deals, of various lengths. Indeed, by
adequate protection and encouragement, a
sufficient quantity might be furnished, not only
for the supply of Great Britain and her West-
Indian settlements, but also for all Europe.

The chief support of the American shipping
has been the exportation of deals, boards, and
staves, which have been of late principally ob-
tained from those parts of the United States,
which have been for many years cleared of all
the trees fit for masts or square timber. The
consideration of this circumstance shews the
importance of endeavouring to discover the
cause why such a valuable source of wealth is
so much neglected in the British North-Ame-
rican provinces.

The quantity.of deals and boards exported
from Quebec,

PIECES.
In 1804 was 69,067
In 1806 - - - - 66,166
In 1810 - - - -312,432

N
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Staves.—The exports of staves are princi-
pally from Canada, from whence the most
abundant supplies mmay be obtained. Quebee
staves form a very important item of the ex-
ports of Canadian lumber. As they constitute
broken stowage to ships, which take in cargoes
of masis and timber in the ports of the St. Lau-
rence, at the full rate of freight,-—whereas, fron
most other ports, the broken stowage of ships,
timber-load, affords comparatively but a mere
irifle of freight,—renders them of vast import
ance to the ship-owner, and they econsequently
afford great encouragement to the exportation
of lumber in general.

The encouragement of the exportation dof
staves from Canada is, indeed, in many respecls,
of great importance; they are not only a ¥
luable article for the assortment of other car
goes;, but constitute an imioense tonnage for
the exclusive employment of ships in the ca
riage of them alone. A

'heir quality is excellent, commandiug i
the London market, at the present moment,
prices equal to those imported from Dantzic.

Staves is an article of indispensable necessity

to the mother-country; to obtain supplies,
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therefore, from her own colonies, must be a
very desirable object; and, consequently, the
abundant quantity, and excellent quality, of
those to be abtained from Quebec, must be, to
her, considerations of great importance.

The quantity of staves exported from Que-

bee,
PIECES.

In 1804 was 1,061,195
In 1806 - - - - 1,803,234
In 1810 - - - - 3,887,300

IE——

THE most important articles of British North-
American produce and manufactures being
lumber and agricultural produce, I shall there-
fore endeavour to shew, that these colonies are
capable of supplying the most evtensive demand
which the mather country and all the other colo-
nies, whick she possesses, can afford for timber ;—
that, if their resources are encouraged to flow in
their proper channel, they are adequate to supply
our West-Indian settlements with flour, provi-
sions, &c. ;—and that it only requires a little
well-directed attention to render them capable
of supplying the mother-country with hemp and
flax.

%2
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THE BRITISH NORTH-AMERICAN COLONIES CA-
PABLE OF SUPPLYING THE MOTHER-COUNTRY
AND HER OTHER COLONIES WITH TIMBER,

As to how far the British provinces are ca-
pable of supplying the mother-country and her
West-Indian possessions with Tumber, it may
be observed, that no person in any degree ac-
quainted with these parts would dispute the
adequacy of the British-American forests t
such supplies.

If, therefore, they do not supply these mat-
kets, it must be for one of the following reasons,
viz. either that there is not a sufficient popu-
lation to prepare and bring the produce to
market, or that other markets, coming into
competition with these colonies, obtaina pre-
ference,

With respect to the adequacy of the popula-
tion to furnish so large a quantity, it may be
fairly stated, that this very population has been
hitherto completely adequate to supply  the
market to the utmost extent which has been
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hitherto called for. ~There may, indeed, have
been a scarcity of a few particular articles in
some solitary  instances; but, in every one of
these, such partial secarcity has been uniformly
produced by a sudden demand, occasioned by
some unexpected contingency.

In the greatest demand for lamber which
has ever occurred, where a reasonable time for
cutting down, preparing, and transporting, the
articles, has been allowed, the market has been
uniformly supplied to a commensurate extent.
For, since the additional duty has been ini-
posed upon timber from the United States, and
the supplies from the north of Europe became
limited, on account of the war, the exportations
from these provinces have experienced such an
immense increase as is at least sufficient to
convince us, that the supplies hitherto obtained
from them afford mo criterion whatever from
which we could fairly judge of the extent to
which they are capable of furnishing these ar-
ticles: and, moreover, at this immensely-aug-
mented demand has been most abundantly
ansiwered, at moderate prices, it is equally de-

monstrable that the quantity hitherto obtained
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from these colonies will not, in the smallest
degree, prove them inadequate to supply the
mother-country, and her, West-lndian  islands
also, with all the lumber they require.

By inspecting No. 2, in the Appendix, it
will be found that the exports of lumber from
the British provinces, in 1806, was 95975
loads, and in 1810, 311,114, of which 160,932
loads were exported from Quebec, being about
five times the quantity exported from that port;
in 1806 ; yet, notwithstanding this vast increase
which: took  place, no scarcity was -upon. the
whele experierced. F or, although there might |
have: been, a. short supply of some particular,
articles, there were more of other articles than
could be taken off; and this superabundant. .
quantity, perhaps, amounted to ten ' times that
of the deficiency.

Notwithstanding the immense shipments
which were. made from Quebec in 1808, 1809,
and 1810, as will be found in the list of exports
from that, port; as stated in No. 1, there -still

remained a  considerable number 6f articles
unshipped in the fall of the latter year: - And
in that fal], although the. prospect of a greater
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demand the ensuing season was very evident,
timber was contracted for at even lower prices
than those at which contracts were made in the
preceding year.

Indeed, one of the most convincing and de-
cisive proofs of the abundant resources of
lumber which the Canadas possess is, that
excepting the article of oak-timber, prices ac-
tually continued declining from 1807 to 1810,
notwithstanding the enormous increase which
had continued to take place in the quan-
tity exported, (as has been already stated).:
The price at which staves -and pine-timber
(which  articles constitute the principal bulk
of ‘the exports of lumber) sold, during the
summer, and which were contracted for-in
the  fall ‘of ‘1810, was not much above half
the price which prevailed during the sum-
mer of 1807.

Another most important circumstance that
may be noticed, concerning the abundant re-
sources of lumber which these colonies possess,
is, that in three or four years the increase in
the exports of that article, from'the port'of
Quebec alone, was equal to the whele supply
of our West-Indian possessions. For, by in-
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specting Nos. 2 and 6, in the Appendix, it will
be found that the increase in the exports of
that article, from the port of Quebec, from the
year 1806 to 1810, was 127,998 loads, whilst
the annual supply of our ‘West-Indian seltle-
ments was only about 117,740 loads. . And it
is of material importance to remark, that, not-
withstanding this increase, so far from the ex-
tent of the supplies which may be obtained
from the Canadas being ascertained, that the
market was equally well supplied with every
species of that article, and the capability of &
still farther increase apparentl y greater than it
was four or five years before, when there was
but about one-fifth part of the quantity ex-
ported.

Indeed,: it is evident, as the pernicious laws
and regulations which affected the exportation
of lumber from British America ceased to ope:
rate, - the exports of that article experienced a
proportionable increase.

These important and now-established!fict
shew the genuineness of the opinions of ‘those;
who, a considerable time back, advoeated the
capability of these provineces to furnishotf

West-Indian possessions with their supplies of |
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) 80 far fg and, therefore, the arguinents used to prove

b maybed  that the pernicious consequences of those im-
ascertained, | politic commercial treaties, which we had en-
supplied Wi~ tered into with other countries, and that most
Ithe s mistaken policy by which the commercial in-
retly greslet tercourse between our West-Indian islands and
ore, when 2 the United States was regulated, were the
f the qui  canses which prevented the British provinces
from supplying our West-Indian possessions
the pemigs ~ ‘with lumber, were considered as futile and
cted theer ~ Fidiculous.
erica ceael The advocates for the American interest had
riicle expet only to urge in reply, what these colonies, thus
crippled and discouraged, had hitherto done
— and this bare assertion was considered, by the
o o superficial politician of the day, a sufficient
hack, ‘adie

ces to fins

refutation of this now-indisputable and sub-
stantiated fact. For, in the short period of

o i three or four years, the increase of the ex-
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portation of lumber, from the Canadas alone,
was equal to the whole demand of our
West-Indian  islands: and that the oak-

timber, exported in 1810, from Quebee only,
was  more than equal to half the quantjty
annually used in the whole of our government
dock-yards; are facts so broadly founded, that
not all the sophistry of those, who, either from
sinister motives or erroneous hypotheses, es.
pouse the cause of the American goveriment,
nor all the eloquence of the advocates of the
United States in the British paviiament can,
in the remotest degree, controvert,

For, although our own legislators, misled by
the advice and information of interested in-
dividuals, continued ignorant of this valuable
source of national wealth, and, in that igno-
rance, persisted in damming up its current with
the very rubbish which they removed to clear
a commercial channel for our bitterest enemies,
yet the operation of time and circumstances
have brought about events which have exhibit-
ed to full view the vast importance to this trade;;
and, in the short space of four years, raised the
freights earned by our ships, in the exportation

of the produce of these provinces, from less
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than £1,000,000 to mnearly £2,500,000
Our enemies, by their insatiable avarice, en-
couraged by that tameness with which we sub-
mitted to their artifices,—by their inordinate
ambition, engendered by British pusilanimity,—
and by their unmerited envy and hatred, blasting
their own malignant purposes, have thus re-
vealed to us this most important fact.

The Americans, by their embargo, with-
held all those supplies with which they were in
the habit of furnishing us; and Buonaparte,
by the rigors of what he termed his continen-
tal system, prevented our supplies from the 2
north of Europe: and, what is a still more
important consideration, the rigorous measures
of this oppressive and too-successful tyrant,
prevented, at least in a considerable degree,
the operation of the baneful effects of our
ruinous licensing system, and thereby produced
a most uncommonly large demand upon Ca-
nada for lumber ;—a demand, however, which,
notwithstanding its having been so large and

unexpected, was as abundanily answered as

* See No. 8, in the Appendix,
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that which was experienced three or four years
preceding, when no more than one-fifth part
of the quantity was required.

It was then made clearly manifest, that
the quantity of lumber, which had hitherto
been shipped from the British colonies, bore but
a very small proportion to the quaniity which
these provinces were capable of furnishing.
Neither is it vet known to what extent they
could furnish this article for exportation, for
all which has hitherto been required has been
obtained.

Government have never found any difficulty
in obtaining abundant supplies of all the
timber they required ; such as square oak,
masts, spars, red and white Square pine, deals,
staves, &ec.

For, up to the present moment, notwith-
standing the immense increase in the demand
for lumber of every description, which has
lately been experienced, they have always
found contractors ready 1o engage to furnish,

at reasonable prices, ‘the largest quantities
which they have ever advertised for :—this is
the best proof of the abundance which may

be obtained.
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Any partial scarcities, in the supply of mer-
chants orders, which may have occasionally
happened, are solely to be attributed o the
demand having been occasional and unex-
pected ; and because the orders were not sent
in time to have the articles contracted for from
the people who fell the timber in the woods
and float it to the shipping-ports ; whereas, the
extent of the quantity wanted, by government,
being known the year before it is required for
shipping, has been uniformly furnished in the
most ample abundance. The amount of the
quantity which may be sufficient to supply the
demand for merchants, however, is always, in
some measure, uncertain; and, consequently, as
the anticipated demand, is over or under-rated,
the scarcity or abundance will be proportion-
ably commensurate. Indeed, the greatest irre-
gularity and uncertainty of demand, and, con-
sequently, a proportionate fluctuation of prices
has prevailed for a number of years past.

The alternation of peace or war in the north
of Europe has had no inconsiderable influ-
ence in this respect; but the most incalculable
irregularities and inconveniencies, experienced
by these provinces, in the demand for lumber,
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as well as other articles, have arisen from the
importations received into Great Britain by
licences : and these irregularities were the sole
cause of the partial scarcities, which have, in
some solitary instances, appeared in theseco-
lonies.

Now, however, as an interposition of provis
dence has divulged the secret, and convineed
us, (I had almost said against our inclination,)
that we were in the possession of an abundant
source of the most valuable species of pational
wealth, of which we continued ignorant, and
has clearly shewn us, that it was only our oW
umpolitie laws, and the improper arrangement
of our commercial concerns by government,
that prevented our receiving the most-abundant
supplies from these colonies, let us not again
check the growing prosperity of these valuable
colonies by regulations similarly pernicious.

Considering the very small proportion that
the tonnage of the manufactures which we
export, bears to our imports or tonnage ei-
ployed in foreign trade; and  that this pro-
portion is rendered still smaller by the quantity

exporied in foreign bottoms, it will appear that
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the support of our shipping must, and does,
depend upon the carriage of our maports.

For it will be found that, although the amount
of the manufactured goods which we export, is,
in point of value, enormouslygreat, yet, in point
of bulk, they are comparatively small ; and, con-
sequently, the amount of their tonnage, when
compared with the extent of the tonnage of
our merchant-shipping, is comparatively trifling.

The advantages which the country in general
derives from the exportation of our manufae-
tures are great in proporiion to the amount of
their value ; but the advantages resulting to our
shipping-interest, in particular, is but of trifling
importance in proportion to the comparative
smallness of their tonnage.

It, therefore, necessarily follows, that, by far
the greater proportion of our ships clearing
out,, upon foreign voyages, are obliged to sail
in ballast ; and, therefore, the competition for
the outward freights is such, that goods are
frequently carried out at such a low rate, that;
in many instances, the ships that sail in ballast
are amore successful than those which take
goods, on freight ; the principal dependence
s consequently wpon the homeward freight,
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It follows, of course, that the most bulky ar-
ticles, or such articles as require the greatest
quantity of tonnage, must necessarily be of
the greatest importance in this respect; and,
eonsidering the many bulky commodities which
the British North-American provinces produce,
hence the intimate connexion between the im-
provement of our shipping and the encourage-
ment of these colonies. One of the most im-
portant of these articles of produce is timber,
which; although it be but of comparatively
small value, is, nevertheless, of infinitely more
importance to us, in every commercial point of
view, than all the riches in India :—the timber
we have imported from these provinces has
lately afforded five times as much employment
to British ships as the gross amount of all our
Asiatic imports.

The comparatively small value of timber
to its bulk, however, does not lessen its con-
sequence as an article of trade; bat, on the
contrary, renders it of more importance. For,
let it be remembered, that a ton of' pine or'fir
timber pays proportionably the same freight

as a ton of any of the most valuable articles
which we import. Tt matters not to the ship:
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-

owner, whether his ship carries pine timber,
worth only, at shipping, 20s. a ton, or indigo
worth £700 a ton ;—whether she carries cod-
fish from Newfoundland, or gold-dust from
the coast of Africa, since competition must of
necessity bring the fn:ight'-of' the one, compara-
tively, as low. as the freight of the other.

It is obvious, indeed, that the bulkier the
ariicle the more it, becomes a national object
to. secure the freight of it: and, therefore, it
is, .equally desirable to secure the carriage of
the timber we import, as it is important to
protect and encourage our merchant-shipping,
—that shipping which supplies our navy with
nien, and forms the very basis of that com-
merce by which alone we have become great,
by which we are enabled to support the great
expense that secures our dignity and indepen-
dence ; pay, perhaps, our very existence as a
nation.  Conseguently, the bent of all such of
our gommercial regulations as in any way con-
cern the importation of timber into this country
onght to_be carefully, directed, so as to effect
this important purpose. And in no way would
it be,more easily accomplished than by a proper
attention being paid to the inexhaustible sup-

0
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plies of this article, which may be obtained
from our American provinces : the value, there.
fore, of these colonies to the mother-country
Is great in proportion as her shipping is im:
portant to her.

When we reflect that, agreeably to the opi:
nion which generally prevailed, a considerable
number of intelligent persons have, even up
to the period of the occurrences which hawe
stated, respecting the late increase in the quan
tity of lumber exported from the British Ame
rican provinces, insisted that these  colonié
were not capable of supplying our West-India
islands with that article. 'We cannot help cor
cluding that their opinions, regarding the othe
productions of these provinces, may be al
founded upon principles equally erroneous;and,
therefore, their conclusions as false ‘as they
have evidently been regarding lumber: Ko
that these provinces are capable of supplying
our West-Indian settlements with that artick
18 a fact now established beyond all doubt;
and, if this capability is not put in requisition,
it 1s the fault of the British government.

Of all onr improvements in commerce, whe

ther in opening new channels or im proving the
old, the improvement of the trade of our oWl
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colonies is the most important, considering
that in this we enjoy, without rivalship, the
undivided benefit resulting from it. And, in
no instance, does this maxim more aptly apply
than in our trade and intercourse with our
American provinees, especially in the exporta-
tion of timber from these colonies, which, as
has before been observed, is not only most ad-
vantageous and encouraging to the improve-
ment of our commerce in general, but of the
most material consequence to our shipping-in-
terest in particular,

We have, however, in every article of im~
portance, but particularly in lumber, neglected,
disecouraged, and sacrificed, the interesis of
these colonies to the United States, almost up
to the present period : the birth of American
mdependence, which ought to have brought
and secured to these provinces a multiplicity of
privileges and advantages, was a death-blow
to their prosperity.

Indeed, the Americans enjoyed benefits from
this country, to the prejudice both of our co-
lonies and of our shipping-interest, of such a
nature, as, I believe, ne nation ever enjoyed
from another before, namely, exelusive of the

02
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greatest advanlages over other foreigners; the
rights and privileges of British' suhjects.

For their produce being admitted ' intothis
country, at the saine rates of duty as the produce
of our own colonies, whilst they, as'an mnde
pendent nation, had the ports of all other coun.
tries, as well as those of Great Britain; opel
to them; whereas, the produce of ouriom
colonies being confined to the inother-county
for a_market, they were thereby, at'all time
but particularly at such periods astheyexpe
rienced a want of demand from othercountris
encouraged in glutling our markets: with dun-
ber andotherarticles, thereby creating the gre
est irregularities in our supplies.  Qur coloniss
were, therefore, unable to make head agaiu
such a current of difficulties and disadvan:
tages ;—Dbeing confined’ to’ the British ports
where they were' denied -the: rightfuloprist
leges, which belonged tothem,* bothitheylan
our ship-owners were obliged, tamelyy to/si
mit to this menopoly ‘of .our supplies of Ame-
¥ican timber, by ‘the' United States; notwith-
standing the forests: of  our' own province
produced that article, comparatively, of a far

* See Nos. 3 and 4, in the Appendixi
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better quality, whilst our own ships, otherwise
unemployed and rotting in port, could have
transported it to the British market.

They had likewise, as has been already
fully explained, the supplies of our West-In-
dian plantations so completely secured to them,
that of 117,740 loads annually imported into
these colonies, they had an opportunity af-
forded them, by the impolicy of our govern-
ment, of furnishing 113,600; whilst the dis-
advantages, which our own provinces laboured
under, were such as prevented their obtaining
any larger share of this profitable trade than
about 3439 loads. And, moreover, they had not
only the furnishing of thesupplies of theseislands
thus far secured to their market, but the car-
riage of the goods to their ships; so that out
of £1,766,639, which appears to be about the
amount of the freight of the principal articles
of lumber, flour, grain, provisions, &c. annu-
ally imported into these settlements, their ships
earned £1,477,301, whilst British ship-owners
were suffering the greatest distress, for want of
employment for their shipping.

The most convincing proof of the sacrifice
of our interests, in respect to the neglected
resonrces  of lumber, which these  pro-
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S——ram,

vinces possess, (according to what I have
already 'stated,) will 'be found in the com-
parative amount of their exports of this ap
ticle, which, for six or seven years previous to
the; interruption . of our commereial dealings
with ‘America, was nearly stationary; hag
upon an interruption of this commereial® inter
course taking place, ‘when a fair opportunity
was afforded them, immediately increased to
an enormous extent :—the Canadas having; in
the -space of three or four years, increased
their exporis of lumber five-fold ; and the othep
two provinces having; in the same short period,
nearly doubled- theirs :—the exporis of timber
from these provinces were thereby, in four years,
raised from. 95,975 loads to 311,114; adding
no. less than £1,721,040 to the freights earned
by British shipping. :

If these colonies, from the transient oceur-

rences of these four years, produced the vast

addition to the freights of ougr ships in the car-
riage of our timber, with still as much, or eyen
more, apparent capability of  increase as, they
appeared to possess a few years before, when
they were shackled and discouraged,—wh?ﬂ
might not the operation of measures caleula-

ted to encourage the exportation of that article
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have produced in the course of thirty years ?—
which is the lapse of time since American in-
dependence, and the period of our first peace
with that country ;—and I sincerely hope, that
as the Americans have, even in opposition to
their own interests, by wantonly and malici-
ously lending themselves the degraded tool of
the scourge of the human race, put a period
to this peace and amity, that our eyes will be
so far open to our ewn interest as to make the
commencement of this war the termination of
the sacrifice of the rights and privileges of
British colonists and British ship-owners to that

degraded country,

CAPABILITY OF QUR NORTH-AMERICAN PRO-
VINCES TO SUPPLY OUR WEST-INDIAN SET-
TLEMENTS WITH AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE,
SUCH AS FLOUR, BREAD, GRAIN, PROVI-
sions, &c,

One of the most-important objects, which
would be answered by the exportation of flour,
&c. from these colonies, is the supply of our
West-Indian possessions,




200 IMPORTANCE OF THE

The adequacy of these provinces' to such
supplies is a subject which has often been dis;
cussed in the British parliament, and by the
parties immediately interested. ' But, although
these discussions have certainly brought forth
much important information, T may safely say,
they have never produced a single measure cal-
culated to bring about this desirable end.

However, that these provinces, or, even the
Canadas alone, are capable of supplying our
West-Indian settlements with flour,” &ec. s a
proposition which I have no doubt I shall be
able to demonstrate in the clearest manner.

Of the supplies of flour, bread, aud provi
sions, hitherto obtained from our North-Ame
rican colonies, the principal part has been fur-
nished by the Canadas: and, moreover, as
these two provinces, from the superiot exeel
lence of their soil, the immensity of their ter:
torial extent, and other local advantages, posses§
considerably the ‘most extensive and improve-
able resources, not only with respect to’fur
nishing these, but every other $pecies of agri-
cultural produce, it is to these' provinees,

therefore, that we must principally ook for

these important articles.” I shall, conseeuently,
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confine my observations respecting nericult iral
produce more particularly to the Canadas.

By looking into No. 6, in the Appendix, it
appears that 1,300,000 bushels of wheat and
other grain are equal to the annual supply of
our West-Indian settlements with flour, meal,
bread, and grain. The amount of these arti-
cles, hitherto exported from the Canadas, no
doubt,. falls short of this demand, being only,
upon an average of eight years, equal to about
one-fourth of the requisite quantity, as appears
by No. 2, in the Appendix: this cicamstance,
however, and my present proposition, namely,
that the British provinces, or, even the Cana-
das alone, are capable of yielding ‘these sup-
plies, can be satisfactorily accounted for.

Indeed, the causes which have hitherto dis-
couraged the exportation of flour and lumber,
as well ‘as every other kind of produce, from
our Awmerican possessions, have been so many,
and operated so powerfully, (as may be ob-
served by what has been already stated,) as to
constitute matier of surprise, that the exports
from these settlements should have been so
considerable.

The demand upon these provinces for flour




&
X

" e

202 IMPORTANCE OF THE
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and lumber having been of late greatly ip-
creased, and this increased demand for humber
being abundantly answered, whilstithe exports
of wheat and flour experienced but little in-
erease, does not by any means disprove my
proposition ; for, although the dhisadvanlages
which our colonies laboured under may, in
many respects, have alike hindered the expor-
tation of these articles, yet, in ' others, their
effects were very different in their operation:
For example, the Canadian forests affording
an inexhaustible supply of lumber, and there
being a sufficient number of hands 10 be ob-
tained to cut it down and float it to market,
the largest quantity which has or would be
wanted to ecomplete the supplies, of whichl
have stated these provinces to be capable of
furnishing, has, therefore, been, and will con-
tinue to be, furnished in abundanece.  For, ex-
clusive of the lumber which the forests of the
British provinces produee, that of all the im-
mense tract of the United States territory lying
upon Lake Champlain, the south banks.of the
St. Laurence and its tributary streams, must
also either be shipped from the ports of the St.
Laurence, or remain an mcumbrance to the
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ground :—the waters upon which it grows must

float it to market,—to the ports of the St. Lau-
rence, or it is not worth the cntting down.—If
there is no demand for it in ports of the British
provinces, it must remain growing in the forest,
or be destroyed and consumed to make way
for agricultural improvements.—Aund even al-
though the British government should again,
(as they have for the last thirty years,) by the
strange and unaccountable encouragement and
facilities which they have unjustly given to
American commerce, neglect and discourage
the interests of British subjects in this valuable
commerce; yet it will at least be some conso-
lation, (however small,) to reflect that that part
of the timber of this extensive country, which
might thus be prevented from being shipped in
the St. Laurence, cannot be shipped from the
ports of the United States, so as to come in
competition with shipments from the British
provinces.

But how very different the case is with re-
spect to flour and provisions; their exportation
is capable of being diverted into various chan-

pels, accordingly as it may be affected by po-
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litical ' circumstances.  These articles being
the surplus produce of the lands already clear-
ed and cultivated, and constituting a conside-
rable portion of the means of the inhabitants
for supplying themselves with other necessaries;
and from their small bulk, compared with lum-
ber, they are, therefore, capable of conveyance
by channels, through’ which lumber, from its
greater bulk, is‘incapable of being transported,
will, therefore, be raised in abundance through-
out this fertile country, and will certainly' find
a market, ‘whether the British government en-
courage’ (or I may say allow) the exportation
of theim through'the'St. Laurence or not.

it is, indeed, to' be regretted, that the first
fruits of-the commerce of the vast tract of fertile
couniry now seitling along the Canadian fron-
tiers have been expelled the Canadian market,
by the impolitic measures of the British govern-
ment.* For'when any branch of trade or ‘com-
merce is once established in any particular chan
nel, the longer it is confined to that direction the

* See pp. 89 to 105,
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more difficult it will be to divert it from its wont-
ed course. And it may be observed, that the
current of commerce, arising out of the agricul-
tural produce of this extensive and fertilé coun-
try, cannot, like that arising from the exporta-
tion of the wood of the forest, be checked in
the fountain, but has and will continue to find
another course, until our governminent shall open
that which is most congenial to it.

The ports of the St. Laurence are certainly
the most convenient for the commerce of all
that vast tract of counlry, lying upon the
banks of that noble river; and the chain. of
lakes which it unites, as well that upon the
American side as that upon the Canadian. In-
deed, nothing short of such confused and vac-
cillating measures as have hitherto marked the
disposition of all our commercial coneerns in
that quarter of the world, will be suflicient to
prevent the trade of this part of America from
flowing in this its most natural channel.

A well-directed line -of policy, respecting
these colonies, would, no doubt, add to the
Canadian exports the whole produce of this
important portion of the United States; the
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rapid seitlement, fertility, and improvement of
which, and its contiguity with the navigable
waters and shipping ports of the St. Laurence,
have lately so greatly excited the jealousy and
roused the attention of the American govern
ment.

The exportation of wheat and flour from Ca-
nada, viewed in all its bearings, is a subject
which exhibits a variety of circumstances that
aliogether form the most complete anomaly,
which we could conceive it possible to be pro-
duced.

It is a notorious fact, that flour and provi
sions have been carried from the very banks of
the St. Laurence to the ports of the United
States, a distance of many hundred miles; by
various tedious and expensive means of con-
veyance, by land-carriage, by canals, by rivers,
&c. at an immense expense and loss of time;
and, notwithstanding the goods were for the
supply of our West-Indian islands, commanded
a better price in the ports of the United States,
even after all this loss of time and accumulated
expense, than they would have brought inithe

port of Mountreal, where, compared with the
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American ports, the produce might have been
carried in a much shorter time and at a much
smaller expense.

The cause of this transportation was very
obvious. Insuperable obstacles were thrown
in the way of produce being shipped from the
Canadas 10 our West-Indian settlements; and,
consequently, the prices of wheat and flour
were regulated, in these provinces, by the de-
mand for wheat for the British market.

And, it is no less extraordinary than true,
that, whilst these very oceurrences were taking
place, the question, whether or not, or how
far, our American provinces were capable of
supplying our West-Indian possessions with
American produce, was, at various times,
oravely diseussed in the British parliament,—
evidenee examined, ‘with all the usual formali-
ties 3 ‘and the opinions,- which appear to have
been the result of these inquiries, were, that,
although these provihces might, at some future
day, do much, yet they were not now capable
of supplying the British settlements in the
West Indies,—no, not even with lumber, nor
with skips to carry it from the United States:

and, therefore, as heretofore, we continued to
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apply to the Americans for these supplies, and
generously, to the exclusion of our own ships,
employed theirs to carry the goods to market.

Exclusive of the information which might
have been derived from this unaccountable
transportation of flour from the neighbourhood
of the St. Laurence, to the ports of the United
States, a practice which had prevailed in Ca-
nadian commerce ever since the American
mdependence, was also sufficient of itself to
mdicate the existence of some insurmountable
obstacle to the shipment of Canadian flour to
our West-Indian plantations, namely, the ship-
ment of wheat from Canada to Great Britain,
and flour from Great Britain to the West lu-
dies, being tantamount to sending wheat from
Canada to Great Britain to be manufactured
for the Wesi-Indian market, whilst it could
have heen manufactured to as great perfection
mm the Canadas as in Great Britain, and sent
from' Quebec to the West Indies at. compan-
tively as low a freight and by a shorter pas
sage.

It, therefore, appears, that, between mer-
chants commissions, shipping charges, freight

Insurance, oul-lay of money, &c. not less than
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4s5. 6d. per bushel* upon the wheat, was ac-
tually sacrificed,

It may, therefore, be asked, why not manu-
facture the wheat in Canada, and ship the flour
to the West Indies >—One would be ready to
conclude, that, if this was not done, it must
have been for want of mills to manufacture it,
ships to carry it, or merchants to carry on the
trade. - 'With regard both to a want of ships
for this trade, or of merchants to embark into
it, no such inconvenience existed, nor, indeed,
could possibly be supposed to exist: neither
could there be said to be a want of mills,

Although, for some years after the indepen-
denceof the United States, the mills to be found
in the country might not have been sufficient
to convert the whole wheat which was pro-

duced into flour; yet, as there were many

& arid
* Commission upon wheat, at'7s. 6d. per bushel 0 ¢ 4t
Shipping charges, &c. . . .. .. SR N, T
Freight R PR AP B L A S B

Landing and warehousing in Great Britain, 2
interest, - commission, waste, &c. .andb 0 1 =2

merchants frolit, ') °, & VEE
£0; 4.6
}5
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mills subsequently erected, upon a large scale
and according to the most-improved principles,
there is no doubt but that' had such encourage-
ment and protection been given to the exporta:
tion of flour (from, Canada to;the West Indies,
as 1o have seenred a steady demand, the mills
would have been found adequate to manufac
ture all the wheat raised in the couniry.,
Neither can it be supposed. that eitbrer capi
tal or enterprise was wanting, . Indeed; where
ever ~channels have been  opened,:to, British
commerce, it has invariably happened, |t
every branch has been so eagerly grasped at
to prove; that, instead of either of these re
quisites being wanting, there generally appeat
a superabundance of both. [t
I, however, the shipment of Canadian pi
duce to. the West Indies can be said to hawe
ever been a chanuel opened to British com
merce, it may very properly be observed, thil
those who opened it Teft it in such an unfinishel
and sloyenly state, that it only proved atmp
io ensnare the British merchant, and deterhii
from’' coming “in ‘competition” with the At

cans, in the supplying of our West-Indian se-
tlements.
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It may not be improper to inquire who sus-
lains this loss of 4. 6d. per bushel upon wheat,
meurred in the transportation of that article
from Canada to Great Britain, and flour from
e e Great Britain to the West Indies, as already
eady demaud b spated.

d adequate g Respecting this inquiry, it may be observed,
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responded with the prices in these markets,
added to the expense of transportation.

But. of these three markets, Great Britain
had only a fair, uninterrupted, and unvestrict:
ed, opportunity of importing this article into
onr West-Indian islands. For, the imports from
ihe United States were precarious and uncer-
tain, from their being only made in conse
quence of the occasional suspension of our na
vigation-laws, by which they were expressly
prohibited :—and the importation of produce
from the British provinces was a trade which
the irregular imports from the States, couplel
with the peculiarities of the climate, and the
local situation of these provinces, rendered ex
tremely speculative and uncertain.—Great Br:
tain, from her extensive and regular intercourse
with the West Indies in other commodities
had, therefore, compared with the America
provinces, a better opportunity of securing
fair average of that market for her exportsof
flour and provisions.

Let us suppose the price of flour in Great
Britain, either at any particuldar period, or, upo

an average, before any of the late restrictions

were laid upon our intercourse with America, 0
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have been _£3 per barrel ; the prices, both in
Canada and the United States, being generally
regulated by the prices in Great Britain, and,
as the expense of transportation from either
country to LEngland would be about £1, the
price of flour in those markets must have con-
sequently been £2 per barrel. Here, there-
fore, appears the mystery—wheat continuing
to be sent from Canada to Great Britain, and
flour as regularly shipped from Great Britain
to the West-Indian market, which was open to
the Canadians upon the same terms as to the
British

each country, comparatively, about the same.

and the expense of transportation from

Nothing can account for this, as I have already
explained, but the great irregularities, whiel
prevailed in the West-Indian market, from the
manner in which the supplies from the United
States were introduced, coupled with the pe-
culiarities respecting the British provinces,—
but, as already observed, peculiarities which,
unattended by such absurdities, would hLave

proved to be but little or no inconvenience.*

* See observations upon the opening of the A dwpian

colonies to the Americans, chap, iii,
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It is evident that the importation of flony
into the West Indies, from Great Britain, must
have been found upon the whole to have an-
swered the purpose of the importer, as may
be concluded from the quantity imported, as
stated in No. 6, in the Appendix ; it must have
one time with another paid the expense of

transportation. 'This expense, which we may
compute at 20s. per barrel, as already ob-
served, added to the price in Great B
tain, estimated at £3, the price in the Wes

Indies must have, therefore, averaged £4 pe

barrel.

Now, in the'second place, as this average
price of flourin Great Britain would not have
afforded more than £2 per barrel in Canada;
the expense of transportation being 20s.; and
the expense of transportation, from Canadato
the West-Indies, being even comparatively less
than from Great Britain, it is obvious that
unless some great impediment had interrupied
this intercourse, that either the inhabitants
of our West-Indian settlements would have
had flour from Canada at £3 per barrel
mstead of £4; or, that the Canadians would
have received £3 per barrel for their flour, it
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Pt derable and regilar importation of flour and
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that the price of flour must have, one time with
paid the ey

another, amidst the fluctuations to which it was
tpense, whidy  rendered liable, been so high as to have afford-
arel, sl  ed the importer the expense of transportation,
price i G it is evident, theréfore, that this loss of 20s. per
the price k. barrel wpon' flour, being equal to about 4s. 64
efore, avengd,  per bushel upon wheat, must have fallen' upon
the Canadian farimer.—
place, as i And who profitted by this enormous loss, oc-
Britsinvally  casioned by our legislative tolerations, interfe-
per bamdal  TeNces, or arrangements, concerning this inter-

lation beigdt  course between onr West-Indian settlements
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ration, fron and the United States? The Americans only.
| y = z o
 even o The ports of these islands, whenever any scar-
% o city took place, were opened to American pro-
ain, 118 0 ; ; ;

l', Ry duce, which was admitted free of duty or any
yediment ¥ : . . :
| e e B sort of restraint, and again shut when supplies

ither e ¥ : . : .
't were obtained ;—their opening and shutting thus
settlements © : s o
1 it £18 becoming each a consequence of the other.*
104 al Lo

at the Cani® :
* See P"'gt‘ e

barrel for
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Instead, therefore, of being as originally in-
tended, to encourage and defend the interests
of Great Btitain and her colonies, our naviga-
tion-laws were absolutely perverted to serve the
Americans, and sacrifice the interests of the
British colonist and the British merchant, for
whose exclusive interest these laws were origi-
nally framed.

Had the supplying of our West-Indian
islands been so regulated, that the West-Indian
market would have aflforded a regular and
steady demand for flour in Canada, this 4s. 64
per bushel would have at once operated in sl
mulating the Canadian farmer to greater exer-
lions in the growth of wheat, and also as a pre-
mium io encourage the transport of the pro-
duce of that part of the United States which
borders upon Canada to the St. Laurence.

It may be further remarked respecting the
surplus-produce of wheat, &c. raised in Cana-
da, as stated in Nos. 1 and 6, in the Appendix,
and the annual consumption of the manufac-
tures from that article in the West Indies, that
this surplus appears to bear but a small propor-

tion to the annual consumption of these islands.

Nothing, however, could be more absurd and
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unreasonable than to draw the conclusion of
inadequacy from this circumstance, the re-
sources and capabilities of these provinces
never having been put to the test.

Surely no person in any degree acquaint-
ed with the subject could argue that their
resources were ever yet fairly put to the
test, or were ever directed to, or in any manner
encouraged to assume this channel, whilst such
positive and manifest proofs as have been addu-
ced exist, that Canadian flour, as well as other
Canadian produce, is positively excluded the
West-Indian market. Whilst wheat continues to
be shipped from Canada to Great Britain, and
flour from Great Britain to the West Indies,
their inadequacy to such supply is inadmissi-
ble, as a reason why these provinces do not
supply their sister colonies with flour.

Had the parliamentary inquiries, which have
been made, concerning the adequacy of the
Canadas to yield these supplies, been directed
to the circumstance of this unaccountable
transportation, the true causes might have been
discovered and removed, and the Canadas
rendered, not only adequate to these supplies
at this day, but also capable of furnishing the




218 IMPORTANCE OF THE

mother-country with a considerable quantity.—
Our legislators would have discovered that the
fluctuation of prices, and uncertainty of de

mand, to which the West-Indian market was

rendered liable, and the risks and disappoini-

ments to which the Canadians were subjected

in their attempts to supply these islands will

flour, were the effécts of their own impolitic

measures, and the true causes which prevented

these provinces from furnishing our Westk

Indian possessions with an abundant supply.

The effectual supply of our West-India

islands with flour from the Canadas must ne

cessarily be connected with several subordinate

arrangements, the encouragement and protec

tion of which ait¢ ‘essential in producing that

effect, and also, to the existence of such a trade

after it may have assumed that channel.—Ar-

rangements must have been entered into bya

variety of classes of people in these provinee,
for carrying into effect the transportation of
wheat and flour from the United States o the
ports of the St. Laurence ;—for erecting mills
for the manufacture of such imports of wheal;
—for establishing ships in the trade for theregu-
lar transportation of produce to the West Indies:
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But neither of these arrangements could have
been made upon any reasonable grounds of
success, whilst so much uncertainty existed
with regard to the West-Indian market.
Having pointed out the causes which have
prevented  the Canadas from supplying our
West-Indian colonists with flour, &ec. and
clearly shewn, that the smallness of the quan-
tity of that article hitherto exported from these
provinces is no proof of their being inadequate
to furnish these islands with the most abundant
supplies, I shall now endeavour to prove, that
they may in a very short period be rendered
capable of yielding more than sufficient 1o sa-
tisfy the greatest demand which our settlements
in the West Indies require. This capability
consists, in the first place, in the supplies which
might be drawn from the United-States side of the
St. Laurence ; secondly, in the further evten-
sion of agriculture upon the wast tracts of fer-
tile land, still unsettled in these provinces ; and
thirdly, in the agricultural improvements of
which the land now under cultivation is capable.
With respect to the first position, viz. the
supplies to be drawn from the United-Siates
side of the St. Laurence, it may be observed,
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that although this is not the mest important
source, yet it is the one from whence the most
immediate increase in the exports of flour could
bedrawn. Itappears plain, however, from whai
has already been stated, that the transportation
of flour from the United-States side of the S,
Laurence to the ports of that river; has been

greatly discouraged, and more particularly

by the irregularities which have hitherto ex-
isted in the mode of furnishing the West-Indian
market.

The most effectual means which could be
adopted, for the encouragement of this irade,
would be absolutely to prohibit flour from he-
ing imported from the United States, into our
West-Indian settlements ; or otherwise, at all
times to allow the importation of such flour,
but in our own ships only, and liable to a duty
equal to the comparative difference of freight
and insurance, as might be found operating
against the importer of produce, into our West-
Indian islands from Canada, as'relates to il
ports from the ports of the United States; (pro-
vided such a difference did exist,) with a small
addition over and above that difference, as 2
protecting duty.
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it may appear to some persons, unacguaint-
ed with many minute circumstances relating to
this trade, that the imposition of such a duty
might occasion exorbitant prices in our Wesi-
Indian settlements: but, compared with the
prices which have hitherto been paid in these
settlements, this would certainly not be the
case.  Ior, it will be observed, from the obser-
vations already stated, that the great irregula-
rities. which existed in the mode of supplying
these colonies must have raised the prices
double or treble to what this difference of
freight and imsurance could, at the highest, be
possibly estimated,

In the eveut of the exportation of this ar-
ticle from the ports of the St. Laurence be-
ing unshackled, and such exportations being
also unrestricted from the ports of the United
States, otherwise than their carriage being con-
fined to British ships, and lable to the protect-
ing duties just mentioned, it is very unlikely
that the difference could exceed 7s. 64. per
barrel; whereas, it appears, the inhabitants of
our West-Indian possessions must have paid at
the rate of 20s. per barrel higher for theii
flour, than the proportionate price at which the
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Canadians  sold their wheat for the British
market,

Undoubtedly such measures would" soen
have the effect of furnishing the ports of the St.
Laurence, with considerably larger supplies
than the demand of our West-lndian colonies
would require.

Whatever, therefore, the price of flour may
have been' previous to such an effect being pro-
duced, it is obvious, that it must from that pe-
riod  correspond with and be ruled by the
prices in the British market. Thus, a short time
would  produce a most important advantage
to the inhabitants of our West-Indian colonies,
considering that the price of flour in these set-
tleinents and Great Britain must then as nearly
correspond-as does the expenses of transport-
ation from Canada 1o these markets respective
ly;; thereby bringing about a reduction of the
price to these West-Indian colonists, equal to
the amount of the expense of the transportation
of flour from Greab Britain to the West Indies,

SecoNpLy, with respect to the farther exten-
sion of agriculture, upon the vast tracts of fer
tile land still unsettled in these provinees; it
may be remarked, that such an extension may
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take place, either by an increase of the propor-
tionate quantity which the cultivated land bears
to. the population,—by an increase of the popu=
lation, or by both.

The increase of the proportionate quantity
of cultivated land to the population may be
promoted by the encouragement of the export-
ation of timber and ashes; 'and also, by a
steady/demand and encouraging . prices. for
agricultural produce.

The vast tracts of fertile land to be possess-
edat a low rate, and sitnate in the most healthy
and agreeable climate, proves highly encourag-
ing to the increase of the population, both by
multiplication ‘and emigration : indeed, land is
to be obtained wpon such easy terms, that the
poorest man, if he is but industrious; may soon
acquire a freehold in- these fertile provinces.
Emigrations into' Canada are principally from
the 'mother-country and the United States.
Nothing, however, can be¢ said hitherto 10 have
encouraged-emigration to' Canada, except the
superiority of the soil. But; so powerfully has
this eircomstance operated, that the emigration
which has prevailed for several years past from
the United States has been very considerable
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indeed. Such are the causes, and such have
been the effects, that, (except in that part
of the United States bordering wupon the
Canadas,) throughout almost the whole extent

of the eastern states, but particularly New
England, one may ride for days together with

out seeing a spot of what could be properly

termed good land,—in many parts, hundreds of

miles without seeing a spot worth cultivating,

—in many districts, the generality of  the peo-

ple poorly clothed and miserably lodged, and

here and there the farms deserted, and the farm-

houses tumbling down; and, upon inquiring

concerning them, it will befound their desertion

was’ occasioned by emigration either to Canada

or to those parts of the United States which lie

upon the banks of the St. Laurence.

But, upon the other hand, one may: travelin

the Canadas, especially above Quebec, for days

together, ‘without meeting with any considera-

ble interruption of the most superior soilj—

one may, for hundreds of miles, pass through

2 uninterrupted tracts of land of the first rate

quality, and all over the country find the inha-

bitants comfortably lodged, well clothed, and

in every respect enjoying abundance. = It there-
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fore appears that several of the most important
¢ircamstances contribute materially to encou-
rage the settlement of the waste-lands in these
provinces.

THIRDLY, as to the agricultural improve-
ments of which the land now under cultivation
1s ‘capable, it may be observed, that it is cer-
tainly a most important object, and ought, above
all other improvements, to be attended to. It
would not only directly augment the exports
from these colonies, but also afford considerable
facility to various other most important ad-
vantages which they possess.

With respect to the smallness of the crops
which are here produced, from the very superior
quality of the soil, and the industry of the
inhabitants, being circumstances which have
already been noticed, it appears clear that con-
siderable improvements in agriculture might be
easily effected . *

* The author in making the necessary observations, and in
collecting such information as he conceived necessary, in wri-
ting a statistical account of the Canadas, which he has nearly
ready for publication; necessarily devoted the most particular
attention to the quality of the soil and the state of agriculture,
Hehas,therefore, from the superior qualityand unimproved state

aQ
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If an inerease of four bushels an acre were
produced, stiil the crops would be but very
small ; only about 16 or 17 bushels per acre®

Such an increase, however, would yield
1,953,852 bushels ; which, with the 330,483

now atmually exported, upon an average, would
make 2,284,335 bushels, being nearly equal
to double the amount of the supplies of our
West-Tiidian plantations.

Estimating also tlie small proportion which

the ldnid wunder grain bears to the amount
of - cleared land, an increase of the qual

of the land, and from his experien¢e and knowlédge of the prac-
tice of husbandry, in some of the best cultivated districts of the
mother-country, deemed it his duty to write a treatise, shew-
ing those agricultural improvements, which are most pect:
liarly adapted to these provinces, with the meost appropriite
systems of cropping, rules of farm-management, &c. This
with some observations upon the best means of overcoming
the prejudices, which, amongst the Canadians, (as wellas
amongst the people of any other country wherein improve-
ments, or any change of system, is unknown,) must be found
to exist against any deviation from their old-established
practice, dre intended fo be submitted to the Board of Agri-
culture, - in order to an application being made to the board
of frade and plantations, in behalf of our interest in the il
provement of these extensive and valuable colonies.
* See page 58. + See No. 6, in the Appendix.
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tity under grain (if accompanied with an
improvement of agriculture in general) might
certainly be made fo great advantage. Such
an increase to the extent of 100,000 acres,
being only an addition of about one-fifth to the
quantity computed to be now under grain, and
about the fiftieth part of the cleared land in
the Canadas,* and also supposing it to produce
only sixteen bushels per acre, would yield
1,600,000 bushels; which, with the above
2,284,335, would make the annual exports
3,884,335 bushels,

An improvement to this extent might cer-
tainly be brought about without much diffi-
culty, provided the proper means were used
to effect so desirable an object.

The circumstances favourable to the improve-
ment of agriculture in Canada are an excellent
soil, a favourable climate, a steady demand for
produce, and that activity, industry, and emu-
lation, which exist amongst the inhabitants ;
whilst the only circumstances, which militate
against such improvements are, the ignorance
of the Canadian cultivators of the modern

* See page 56.
Q2
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Singead

improvements in agriculture and their attach-

ment to old-established practices. For nothing
is more obvious than that industry and emula-
tion may exist under the greatest ignorance and
the most obstinate tenacity of the old beaten
path, as well as under the most successful
discoveries to which experiment can lead.

Under such circumstances, it is eyident
that improvements judiciously introduced must
be attended with the most certain success.

The difficulty of eradicating the prejudices
of the Canadian farmers, by introducing agri
cultural improvements, would not be greater
than what would be experienced in the intro-
duction of any improvement amongst the far-
mers, or any other class of people, in. any
other country.

A proof that the people are not altogether
averse to new experiments, and that they are
disposed to follow up such practices as they
may find profitable, is to be found in the circum-
stance of the introduction of the growth of bar:
ley, and the cultivation of peas, already noticed.

The growth of barley was unknown in Ca-
nada until a few years back, when a gentle-
man, in the prosecution of some speculations
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in that article, introduced it, and the example
was ‘almost instantaneously followed.

‘The principal dificulty experienced in such
introductions is in finding individuals amongst
the older residents disposed to try the experi-
ment; but this is a difficulty very far from being
insurmountable.  'When once any new dis-
covery is made, and the improvement adopted
by only one such individual, and is found profit-
able, there is no doubt but that it will be ge-
nerally adopted. For, whatever the neighbours
of the person who first adopted the improve-
ment may have formerly thought of such
projects, or whatever antipathy they may
have entertained against them, the temp-
tation ‘of profit and the fear of being consi-
dered less ingenious than a neighbour, who
excelled them in nothing else, and whom,
to esteem, in any respect, superior to them-
selves would be to them the greatest mortifica-
tion, would induce them not only to follow his
example, but would also set their ingenuity to
work and stimulate them to improve upon his
principles.

From the view taken of the improveable ca-
pabilities of the Canadas; in respect to furnish-
ing wheat, as well as other agricultural pro-
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duce, for exportation, it is obviousthat these
hitherto - neglected colonies might, in a very
short time, be so improved as to yield the most
extensive supplies. There is, indeed, no doub
that, in a few years, under good management,
they might not only furnish our West-Indian
settlements with their supply of flour, but
also the mother-country with all the wheat,
hemp, and flax, which she requires from foreign

parts ; unless she should be still determined g
be dependent upon foreign countries for her
supplies of these important articles,

CANADA CAPABLE OF PRODUCING HEMP*AND
FLAX SUFFICIENT FOR THE SUPPLY OF THE
MOTHER-COUNTRY WITH THESE ARTICLES.

In reference to the question as to how far
the Canadas are capable of producing a guan-
tity of hemp and flax sufficient to supply the
| k| wants of the mother-country, it may be ob-
J served, that, as far as relates to the extent and
quality of the land under cultivation, and also
their population, they certainly do possess this
capability.
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To prove this point, it will be only necessary
to notice the circumstances which have pro-
moted or retarded the production of flax apd
hemp in these provinces.

“This fandamental cause may be justly traced
to the extreme ignorance of the Canadians,’
with respeet to agricalture in general.

Upon this cause a variety of 'others are
hinged, such as, the reduced state of the land
in point of fertility ; the defective knowledge
of the natives, concerning these crops; and
their tenacity of antient habits and established
practices. Athoungh these circumstances have
been already noticed, it is nevertheless neces-
sary here to make some further observations,
in order to shew how far these impediments
areé ‘capable of being removed, and to what
extent they stand in the way of the cultivation
of hemp and flax in particular.

‘Although the exhausted state of the soil is a
cause which, to a certain degree, operates
against the cultivation of these crops generalljr,
and in particular where combined with certain
other causes, actually prevents their cultiva-
tion, yet, under other circumstances, it would
not by any means prevent their being cultivated
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to advantage, even io an extent sufficient:to
supply the British market.

There are certain parts of every farm fit for
the profitable production of either hemp or
flax, or both; and therefore upon the judi-
cious choice, both in respect to extent and
situation of the parts chosen for the production
of these crops, will depend their profitable cul-
ture; hence follows the absolute necessity of a
general knowledge of agriculture. ‘

The generally reduced state of the land, the
want of a thorough knowledge of the manage-
ment of hemp and flax, and a defective know-
ledge of agriculture in general, are causes
which, combined, must inevitably prevent the
profitable cultivation of these crops. For, under
such circumstances, either an injudicious
choice may be made of the land destined. for
these crops, or too large a proportion may be
appropriated to that purpose; and therefore, even
supposing the farmer by accident to have made
a proper choice of the land, as to its fitness fo
produce the crops in question, he may never-
theless so derange his system or mode of ,Crop-
ping -as may occasion considerable loss and
inconvenience, notwithstanding the hemp and

flax produced may have been very abundant
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Where the cultivation of these articles is un-
dertaken by persons unacquainted with agricul-
ture in general, notwithstanding they may toler-
ably well understand the management of hemp
and flax, such persons are notonly likely to fail
in rendering good crops of them profitable, but,
from an injudicious choice and improper ma-
nagement of the land selected for their growth,
will certainly often meet with a double loss
and disappointment, by their total failure.

With respect to popular prejudices against
new introductions, and a blind adherence to
established practices, I have already shewn,
that, were proper means introduced, — such
means indeed as imight be reasonably expected
to succeed under like circumstauces in any
other country, these prejudices might not only
be easily . overcome; but. the improvements
which they might have given way to would
certainly be followed up with energy.

Considering that very good crops of flax are
generally produced, but ruined in the manage-
ment which succeeds the operation of pulling,
it is therefore evident, that a little well-directed
attention to .this ' circumstance would ~meet
with the most certain success in improving and
encouraging the cultivation of this crop. "And it
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1salso evident that, besides the directadvantages
which would be derived from this end being
accomplished, another important purpose would
thereby be easily effected, namely, the cultiva-
tion ‘of hemp; an improvement ‘which, com-
pared with the cultivation of flax, would prove
much 'more profitable to the farmer, and of in-
finitely greater consequence to ' the mother-
country.

Our annual importation ‘of hemp ‘is about
250,000 cwt. and of flax about 175,000 cwt.
30,000 ‘acres of land”under ‘hémp, at 5 cwt.
each, and 50,000 dcres’ under flax, at 31 cwt.
éach;would produce these respective quantities.

The cleared land in the Canadas'is esti-
mated ‘at about’ 5,002,428 acres;* and, sup-
posing that of the 360,000 inhabitants there are
only employed in agriculture 300,000, there
must, in that case, be 50,000 families of six per-
sons each, employed in husbandry, and 50,000’
farms; averaging about one hundred acres.

- Thus it appears, that if each farmer were ‘to
sow one acre of hemp and one acre of flax,
and the crops produced of only the middling
quality which T have stated, our supplies of

* See page 56.
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these important articles would be obiained
from our own provinces, and consequently all
our anxieties about obtaining a precarious
supply from our: enemies relieved; besides,
our colonies would be thereby improved, and
our manufacturers proportionably benefited.

Every farm is capable of producing either
hemp or flax ; and therefore in proportion as
any particalar farm might be found. more
adapted to the production of any one of these
articles, respect should be paid to that circum-
stance, either with regard to. the respective
proportions of these crops, or an absolute
preference given to the ome copsidered the
most profitable: there are, however, but very
few instances where the land is not capable of
profitably producing both.

But supposing that only two-thirds of the
farmers were to sow hemp and flax, in that
case were each to sow one acre and an half
of hemp and the same quantity of flax, the
whole of our supplies would thereby be pro-
duced. Or further; to suppose that only half
the number of farmers as above were to eultis
vate these crops, still our supplies would be

1

produced by each only cultivating iwo acres of

hemp and two acres of flax.
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CHAP. V. i
I
CONCLUSION, I
I
From what has been advanced concerning )
the importance of the colonies which we pos- a
sess in North America, and the danger in W
which they are placed by the present war, it is o

évident they are, in the highest degree, en-
titled to our protection.—Compared with any P
of our other colonial establishments,—with our I
colonies in the West Indies,—with our colonies pen
i the East Indies,—or with our Mediterranean Aii
establishments, and estimated by the propor- el
tionate quantity of our shipping they employ, fhe
I have shewn that they rank the highest :*— by
if valued by the present proportionate amount, )
and the sure prospect of future increase of the luc
demand and facility they afford us for vending I
our manufactures: it is clearly demonstrated that il
they have decidedly the precedence.{—Should ol
Who;
* Appendix, Nos, 8 and 17. 1 No. 2, temp
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they be estimated according to the loyalty of
their inhabitants ;—recent occurrences and the
uniform conduct of, these, brave people prove
that they are second to no colonies that Great
Britain now has or ever did possess, Possess-
ing then these important properties, in such a
pre-eminent degree, are they not entitled to a
proportionate degree of our care and attention,
and a commensurate share of those means
which we possess, for the protection of our
colonies in general ?

Perhaps some may be scarcely inclined toad-
mit that these colonies are actually in danger.
I would, however, most earnestly remind such
persons, that the loss of our colonies, in the last
American war, was occasioned solely by the
exiravagant contempt which we entertained of
the strength of the Americans as an enemy,—
by the inadequacy of the forces sent out, and,
more especially, to the tardy and apparentl y re-
luctant manner in which they were furnished.

Instead of a respectable force being sent at
once, such as might have been deemed saf.
fictent to destroy and disperse this enemy,
whose power we then held in so much con-
tempt, our troops were sent out in handfuls,—a
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few al a time ; and, when these were destroyed, d
a few more; and so on, to the end of the war, e
which, as might have been expected, brought f
with i the loss of our valuable colonies, and lo
our humiliation and disgrace before this other- 5
wise contemptible enemy. .
And what but the same’ spirit of infatuation
could have so long delayed sending a military P
force to Canada, after the declaration of the W
present war against us by the United States ? o
What but the same lethargy, and blind insensi- La
bility to danger, which occasioned the loss of our the
colonies at that time, could have so long with- un:
held the trifling and inadequate supply of troops be.
which have been hitherto sent to these provinces ? wer
Indeed, it is notorious that our government, in cou
sending out these small supplies, have allowed infer
our enemy full time to prepare for their recep- Law
tion, and in every respect appear determined and
to carry on this war @ /a NokTH and GAGE. ey
The danger of the Canadas consists chiefly jet v
in their small population being disposed along DOss
an immense extent of the frontier of a populous the |
hostile country.—Their safety consists, in the il0n
first place, in the combined circumstances of the a0

river St. Laurence, and the strong garrison of Th




BRITISH AMERICAN COLONIES. 239

Quebec being the key to the country, and of our
Sleets being able to command the navigation of
the St. Laurence ; in the second place, in the
loyalty of their inhabitants, and the firm attach-
ment of the Indians to the British interest ; and,
in the third place, in the gid of a British army.

With respect to the first of these defensive
properties, viz. the strength of the garrison of
Quebec, and the power which we possess of
commanding the navigation of the river St
Laurence, it may be observed, that, although
these are certainly valuable properties, yet,
unattended by the other two, they would
be found comparatively of little avail. For;
were the Americans in- possession of the
country, and the Canadians indifferent to our
interests, and we in possession of the river St.
Laurence, notwithstanding that that river 18,
and necessarily must be, the channel of com-
merce to the extensive country upon its waters §
yet we should, in that case, be only so far in
possession of tlie Canadas, by merely holding
the St. Laurence, as we should be in posses-
sion of the Russian empire, by having the coms
mand of the mouths of the Baltic and Black Sea.

The command which the possession of the
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garrison of Quebec and the river St. Lau-
rence has over the Canadas are valuable ad-
vantages, and certainly of vast importance:
but they are only to the possession of the Ca-
nadas, as the capital is to the kingdom, or as
the citadel to the city. 1In the defence of the
country, they are strong and important posi-
tions ; but to rest the safety of our possession
of the country, in any considerable degree,
upon them, would be little better than volun-
tarily resigning it to the enemy.

Our government, however, must have trusted
the safety of these provinces principally to these
circumstances, otherwise they would have been
more prompt in furnishing the means of de-
fending them at the commencement of hosti-
lities, and, at this moment, would have had 2
much greater force in that country.

Regarding the loyalty of the Canadians, and
their attachment 1o their parent-country, they
are certainly of vast importance in the defence
of these colonies. If proofs of this were want-
ing, let us look back to the late American war,
and witness their zeal and enthusiasm in the
British cause in the present struggle. The Ca-
nadas, consisting as yet but of a small popu-
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lation, and extended .along the American fron-
tier, and, consequently, exposed to an enemy
of immensely superior strength in point of
numerical proportion, are, therefore, however
unshaken their zeal and undaunted their cou-
rage,inadequate to the defence of these colonies.
With a reasonable supply of troops from ‘the
mother-country, however,—even with half the
number to: which the importance of these pos-
sessions entitle them, which would be at least
double the force which is there at present, they
would be safe beyond all doubtor apprehension:
The firm attachment of the Indians to our
interest is a circumstance which adds greatly
to. our means of defending and securing our
Canadian possessions ; and, indeed, consti-
tutes the principal means of our holding these
colonies. It may be, therefore, necessary to
take notice of the circumstances to which we
owe this important alliance. For we must not
suppose that the Indians esteem us merely be-
cause we are British, nor hate and despise our
enemies 1n that quarter merely because they
are Americans ; they, as well as civilized na-
tions, must have more potent reasons, and
more stimulating motives, for their friendship.
R
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The friendly alliance of the Indians is de-
rived from various causes:—in the first place,

Srom the American encroachments wpon their

rights and privileges y in the second place,
from the good-will of the frontier nations, pur-
chased by the presents annually made them by
our government ; and, in the third place, from
an extensive intercourse which has been culti-
wated with them, almost over the whole northern
continent of America, by our fur-traders.

With regard to the first of these causes ; the
rapid progress which the seitlements of the
United States has made towards the interior
upon all sides, and the little ceremony ob-
served by the Americans in obtaining posses-
sion of their new territory, has produced
several wars between the Americans and the
Indians, and thereby created and kept up in
the Indian breast a constant rancour and an-
tipathy towards these intruders.

Our government, upen the other hand, has
carefully avoided the smallest misunderstand-
ing with them upon thescore of territorial right ;
and, likewise, studiously couried and secured
their friendship by an annual distribution of
presents lo the nations inhabiting the frontiers.

(\
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Our fur-trade’ with the Indians, however,
has certainly done infinitely more towards se-
curing their friendship than all the other causes
jointly considered.

This trade is principally carried on by a
company of merchants, consisting of several
establishments, but generally styled the North-
West Company.

The concerns of this house have been so
organized, and their plans and schemes of
operation conducted upon such an extensive
scale as to have extended their trade over a
very large proportion of the continent of North
America; even from the coast of Labradore
nearly to the Pacific Ocean ; and from the vi-
cinity of Lousiana, almost to the Frozen Sea,
which bounds the continent upon the North.

The trade carried on by this company with
the Indians has been so industriously prosecuted
and judiciouslyand honourably conducted as to
have rendered it not only extremely profitable,
but highly honourable to the company, from
their having thereby secured to the British na-
tion the friendly disposition of all the Indian
nations, to whom their commercial intercourse
has extended. For, in all their intercourse

R 2
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with these savages, they have not only avoided
quarrels, but have universally commanded re-
spect, and secured the friendship and esteem
of that wncultivated and war-like race, both
for themselves and the British in general.

It is evident, therefore, that it is to this mer-
cantile establishment that we are indebted for
the cordial co-operation of the Indians against
the Americans.

Considering that it was in a great measure
from our Indian alliance, during the last Ame-
rican war, that we secured the Canadas at its
termination, it may therefore be fairly conclu-
ded that it is, in some degree, to the honour-
able principles upon which our fur-trade has
been carried on, that we are indebied for the
possession of the Canadas at the present day.

Indeed, our Indian alliance would, had it
not been from the most culpable ignorance of
our negotiators, have then secured to us what
now constitutes the richest and best portion of
all that part of the United States, which lies
east of the Allegany mountains, viz.—that vast
fertile country, sitnated upon the south side of
the St. Laurence and the lakes, to the head-
waters of the rivers which empty themselves

int o the St.Laurence and its chain of lakes.
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But so miserably deficient, in point of in-
formation, were our negotiating magi upon this
occasion, that they appeared blind to their
countries’ rights, in respect to the protection
of this most valuable branch of British com-
merce, (the fur-trade,) and ignorant that our
faithful Indian allies had any interests, entitled
to our notice, in this treaty; otherwise they
never would have ceded to the Americans that
very country, of which these allies were then
in possession,—in which the Americans had
literally not a soldier in' arms,—they would
have never given up that fine country upon the
south banks of the St. Laurence and its lakes,
thereéby wresting from these friendly Indians
(who had already suffered so much in our
cause,) their paternal -inheritance ;—driving
them, by this disgraceful treaty, from their an-
tient possessions, of which the hostile armies
of America could not dispossess them .-~

They must have been totally’ ignorant
that there was any thing respecting the fur-
trade worthy of attention, or even that there
existed any such branch of industry in British
commerce, otherwise they would not have

ceded the forts or posts of Michilimakinae,
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Detroit, - Niagara, &c. and, allowed he
boundary line to reach the widdle of the

St. Laurence and the lakes, thereby, . a
great measure, shuiting up the door of ae-
cess o the fur-trade against us.  Indeed,
they appear to have entered into negolia-
tion with our rebel-colonists, with a deter-
mination to insist upon nothing that was con-
tended for by that party ; for, being in posses-
sion of the whole country, upon the south side
of the Si. Laurence and the lakes, as well as
upon the north side, and, as I have already
wentioned, holding the forts of Niagara, De-
troit, and Michilimakinac, who could have sup-
posed that there were to be found British nego-
tiators so very ignorant as to have given up all
that extensive coundry.

The settlements of the State of Main had
wot then reached farther to the. eastward (be-
ing towards New Brunswick) than the river
P enobscot.

That river, therefore, ought to have been
the boundary bhetween the United States and
New Brunswick : and, upon the Canadian
sidle, the boundary line ought to have run, from
iake Kersisango to the head of lake Champ-
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lain; from thence to a point about equal dis-
tances, between lake Erie and the river Ohio,
at Pittsburg ; and, from thence, to the west-
ward, in that parallel of latitude.

Such a boundary line would have secured
us the free and uninterrupted navigation of the
St. Laurence and the lakes, and the possession
of one of the finest and most fertile countries in
the world. The cession of this country, then
in our possession, without an equivalent, gla-
ring and unaccountable as that sacrifice was,
was rendered still more culpable by our being
then, as already observed, in possession of
New York and Rhode Island, both which,
with this fine country, were given up by the
ministers of that day.

My reason for taking so particular notice of
these gross mistakes, which were committed in
negotiating the last peace with America, is in-
ended for the double purpose of stimulating
to adequate exertions, for regaining that which
we so foolishly, and with so much simplicity,
gave away ;—and to remind our ministers, that
America actually gained nearly as much terri-
tory by negotiation, at the end of the late war,

as she did by a bloody contest of seven years,

!
E’c
i

i
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that they may, when they come to negotiate, g
endeavour to regain what has been so wantonly :
and foolishly thrown away. ¥
(
——
RespecTING the impolicy, of which the
British government has been guilty, in suffer- f
ing the Americans to take possession of Loui- b
siana, but particularly the latter, it may be fi
remarked that this acquisition of the United- b
States government was not merely a territorial P
extent,—not a forest, the settlement of which T
would bea work of ages, but an immense aug- g
mentation to their population,—a country, in ih
every respect, superior to any they ever before &
possessed ; and in this point of view it was e
cousidered by one of the most subtle politi- P
cians, who organized the immense power of d
Buonaparte,—Talleyrand, whose opinions of |
the importance of these colonies, and the fer- e
tilij‘y of the country, on the banks of what he i
terims the Nile of America, may be seen, from
the following extracts, from a pamphlet, writ- >~

ten by him at the period when Buonaparte was .
first consul,
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“* Our nation had the vain honour of confer-
ring a name on a portion of the globe, not ex-
ceeded by any other portion of it, in all the
advantages of climate and soil. ' Before the war
of 1757, it was an immense valley, watered by
a deep and beneficent river. 'This river first
acquires importance in the latitude of forty-five,
north. It flows in a devious course about two
thousand miles, and enters the bay of Mexico,
by many mouths, inlatitude 29. ' In these lati-
tudes is comprised the temperate zone, which
has been always deemed most favoiirableto the
perfection: of [ the animal and vegetable nature;
This ‘advantage is not marred by ‘the chilling
and sterilifying influence of lofty mountains,
the pestilential fumes of intractable bogs, or the
dreary ‘uniformity of sandy plains.  Through
the whole extent, there'is not, probably, ‘a
snow-capt hill, a moving sand, ora velcanic
eminence.

. This valley is of, different breadths. The
ridge which bounds it on the east is in some
places near a thousand miles from the great

* From the New Quarterly Review, No, 5.
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middle stream. From this ridge, secondary W
rivers, of great extent and magnificence, flow f‘"
towards the cenire, and the intermedidte re- i
gions are an uncultivated Paradise. On the P
west, the valley is of similar dimensions, the s
streams. are equally large and useful, and the ¢
condition of the surface equally delightful. I
¢ We must first observe, that, in gaining pos-
session of this territory, we shall not enter on a HJ
desert, where the forest must be first removed
before a shelter ean be built ; whither we must A
carry the corn and the clothes necessary to pre- i
seni, subsistence ; and the seed, the tools;, and {y
the cattle, which are requisite to raise a future be
provision. ne
“ There cannot, in the first place, be ima- th
gined a district more favourable to seitlement. pe
In addition to a genial climate and soil; there W
are the utmost facilities of communication and thi
commerce. The whole district is the sloping Ci
side of a valley, through which run' deep and th
navigable rivers, which begin their course in e
the remotest borders, and which all terminate the
in the central stream. This stream, one of the sh
longest and widest in the world, is remarkabl y fro

distinguished by its depth, and freedom from (
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natural impediments,. It flows inte a gulf
which contains a great number of populous
islands. Among these islands are numerous
passages into the ocean, which washes the
shores of Europe. Thus, not only every part
of the district is easily accessible by means of
rivers, but the same channels are ready to con-
vey the products of every quarter to. the
markets most contiguous and mest remote.

“ The Nile flows in a torrid climate through
a leng and narrow valley. The fertility which
its annual, inundations produce extends -only
two or three leagues on either side of it. The
benefits; of this fertility are marred by the
neighbourhood of scorching sands, over which:
the gales carry intolerable heal.and incurable
pestilence, and which harbour a race. of sa-
vages, whose trade is war and pillage. Does
this river bestow riches worthy of the greatest
efforts of the nation to gain them, and shall
the greater Nile of the western hemisphere be
neglected ? A Nile, whose inundations diffuse
the fertility of Egypt twenty leagues from its
shores, which occupies a valley wider than
from the Duna to the Rhine, which flows
among the most beautiful dales, and -under the
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benignest seasons, and which is skirted by a D
civilized and Kindred nation on one side, and g
on the other 'by éxtensive regions, over which b
the tide of growing population may spread it- 0
self ‘'without hindrance or danger.

“But of what avail will' be“all these advan-
tages, unless'a market be provided for the pro-
duce of the soil? Now this market is already 3
provided.” For'all that it can produce, France 0
alone will supply tkirty millions' of consumers. o
The choicest lixuries of Europe 'are coﬁ'e‘e,
sugar, and tobaceco. - The 'most ' 'useful ‘mate- b
rials of clothing are cotton and sitk.” "All these M
are either natives of the Mississippi valléy, ‘or "
remarkably congenial to it. © The culfivation of i
theése, and the carriage ‘to market; are as ob- “
vious ‘and easy'as’ the most ardent politician )
can desire: The whole extent of the river will al
be our own, and iri the lower and most fertile |
portion of its course, the banks on both sides o
will be our indisputable property. Ik

“"The friend of the health, longevity, and
useful pleasure of the human species, and of s
the opulence of France, could not devise a
better scheme than one which should enable i

every inhabitant of Europe to consame half a-
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pound of sugar a day, and assign to French-
men the growth, the carriage, and the distri-
bation of thus much.* Now this scheme is no
other than the possession of the American
Nile. Baut this end may be too magnificent to
be deemed credible. Let us, then, confine our-
selves to the consumption of France; for this
alone will be adequate to the employment, and
conducive to the wealth, of a vast number of
cultivators.

“ A much less beneficial luxury is coffee,
but this our habits have equally endeared to us.
We have hitherto drawn it from the same foun-
tain which has supplied us with sugar: the
trade in it must follow the same destiny, the
same benefits will flow from increasing the
supply, and from drawing the supply from the
valley of the Mississippi.

¢ I shall pass over, without mentioning, many
other articles, such as tobacco, indigo, and the
like, for which France and the rest of Europe

* 995 000,000 cwt. the produce of an area, not exceed-
ing that of Guienne, Normandy, and Briianny, are net a
twentieth part of the valley of the Mississippi.—TRANS-

LATOR.
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will supply an unlimited consumption, and
hasten to articles which are of more import- h
ance, and these are cotton and provisions. !
“ The most beautiful production of nature is k
cotton. It was more than the caprice of fashion |
that went to the extremities of the East in
search of this material, for there is none capa-
ble of a greater number of uses, of so many ’
forms, and such various colours. Tis texture g
may constitute the lightest and most beautiful g
of ornaments, or the best defence against
the intemperature of the air. T
“The nations of the East have used it im- T
memorially, and from them has it gradually "
been brought to Europe. The use of it seems (i
to have been limited by nothing but the power h
of procuring it. Like sugar, the use of it has ju
increased since it has been naturalized to the the
soil of America. The consumption has, in th
like manner, been eager to outrun the supply. sul
“ The American States have, of late, become sel
sensible of the value of the commerce in cotton, An
and their success supplies us with a new ex- of
ample, and a powerful inducement to appro- i

priate, in part, the territory of the Mississippi
to the same culture. tha
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“ But now come the fearful and scrupulous
head to dash these charming prospects. Ob-
stacles to these great achievements multiply in
his timorous fancy. He expatiates on the
length of the way; the insalubrity of unculti-
vated lands ; of a climate to which the consti-
tution and habits of the colonists are unconge-
nial ; of a soil, part of which, and that acces-
sible and most valuable, lies under a torrid
sun, and is annually inandated.

“ Now all these difficulties are imaginary.
They are real in relation to a first settlement.
They ought to be taken into strict account, if
our projects extended to New Holland or to
California. In all real cases, these difficulties
have been great by reason of the avarice, in-
justice, and folly, of the colonizing nation ; and
the wisest plans could not totally exclude,
though they would greatly lessen and easily
surmount them. But Louisiana is not a new
settlement : It is one of the oldest in North
America. All the labours of discovering and
of setting the first foot on a desert shore, were
suffered and accomplished long ago.

“ The Spaniards must be thoroughly aware
that their power in Mexico and Peru exists by
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the weakness and division of their vassals, and
by the remoteness and competition of their
European enemies. Unwise and imbecile as
that pation has generally appeared in latter
times, the admission of the French to a post
from whence their dominions may be so easily
annoyed at present, and from which their fu-
ture expulsion is inevitable, is a folly too egre-
gious even for them to commit, and of which
the most infatuated of their counsels has not
hitherto given an example.

“ If Spain should refuse the cession, there is
an end to our golden views. Our empire in the
new world is strangled in its cradle; or, at
least, the prosecution of our scheme must wait
for a more propitious season. But, should the
fortunesof our great leader continue her smiles ;
should our neighbour be trepanned or intimi-
dated into this concession, there is removed,
indeed, one obstacle, of itself insuperable ; but
only to give way to another, at least, equally
hard to subdue; and that is, zke opposition of
England.

“ That nation justly regards us as the most
formidable enemy to her greatness. Of late,

if her pride would confess the truth, she would
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acknowledge that not her greatness only, but her
very being was endangered, either by the influ-
ence of our arms, or the contagion of our ex-
ample. She was assailed in her vitals, as the
confusions of Ireland will testify. She was
attacked in her extremities, as the expedition
to Egypt, a mere prelude to the conquest of
Hindostan, will prove. Her efforts to repel
both these attacks, were suitable to their import-
ance, and evince the magnitude of her fears.
The possession of the vantage-ground enabled
her to crush the Irish. Her NavaL supe-
RIORITY, and the caprice of the winds, en-
abled her to check our victorious career in the
east,

“ Will they suffer France to possess herself
of the most effectual means of prosecuting fu-
ture wars to a different issue? = Their navy
and their commerce are, at present, all
their trust.” France may add Ttaly and Ger-
many to her dominions with less detriment
to England than would follow from her ac-
quisition of a navy, and the extension of her
trade. 'Whatever gives colonies to France,
supplies her with ships and sailors ; manufac-

S
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tures and husbandmen. Victories by land can
only give her mutinous subjects ; who, instead
of augmenting the national foree, by their riches
or numbers, contribute only to disperse and en-
feeble that force; but the growth of colonies
supplies her with zealous citizens, and the
increase of real wealth and effective numbers is
the certain consequence.

“ What could Germany, Italy, Spain, and
France, combining their strength, perform
against England? They might assemble in
millions on the shores of the channel, but there
would be the limit of their enmity. Without
ships to carry them over; without experienced
mariners to navigate these ships, England
would only deride the pompous preparation.
The moment we leave the shore her fleets are
ready to pounce upon us; to disperse and
destroy our ineffectual armaments. There lies
their security: in their. insular situation and
their navy consist their, impregnable defence.
Their navy is, in every respect, the offspring of
their irade. . To rob them of that, therefore, is
to beat down their last, wall and fill up their

last moat. To gain it to ourselves, 1s to enable
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us to take advantage of their deserted and de-
fenceless borders, and to complete the humi-
liation of our only remaining competitor.
“'The trade which enriches England lies
chiefly in the products of foreign climates. But
her Indian territories produce nothing which the
Mississippi could not as easily produce. The
Ganges fertilizes a valley less extensive. Iis
Deltas, as well as those of the Nile, are in the
same latitudes, and these rivers generate the
same exuberant soil, only in smaller space and
in less quantities than the great western Nile :
but the Mississippi comprehends, in its bosom,
the regions of the temperate zone as well as
the tropical climates and products. The arc-
tic circle in America will be equally accessible
to us and to the English. Our antient posses-
sions in Canada will in due season return to us
of their own accord ; and, meanwhile, a double
portion’ of anxiely, and double provision of
forts and garrisons, will fall to the lot of the
usurping English. The progress of the French
will expose their islands, first to be excluded
from the markets of Europe, and next to be
swallowed up by military power. At present,
the protector and the enemy are at an equal
52
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digtance ; but then there will only be a narrow
frith between the Mississippi and the isles, be-
tween the invaders and the objects they covet,
while the defenders would be, as now, afar
of'; neither apprised of our designs nor able
to defeat them.

¢ This nation could not bury itself in a more
inaccessible fortress than this valley.  The
mouths of this river, as to all attacks by sea,
are better than the bastions of Malta. All
around the entrance is impassable to men and
horses, and the great channel is already bar-
#ied by forts, easily extended and improved.
A wise policy would teach the English to di-
vert our attention from this quarter, by the sa-
crifice of Valetta or Gibraltar.

« Clan we imagine the English so vigilant, so
prudent in all affairs connected with their ma-
ritime empire; so quick in their suspicions;
so prompt in their precautions ; can be blind to
the dangers with which this cession will menace
them ? No defeats or humiliations, short of
their island, will make them acquiesce in such
arrangements.

““ Itis contrary to all probability that either
Spain or England will be tractable ‘on this oc-
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casion ; but, if the danger, by being distant, is
invisible to them; or if the present evils, arising
to England from continuance of the war, or to
Spain from the resentment of the French go-
vernment, should outweigh, in their appre-
hensions, all future evils, and prevail on one
to grant, and on the other to connive at the
grant, by what arguments, by what promises,
by what threats, by what hostile efforts, shall
we extort the consent of the American States?
How shall we prevail on them to alienate the
most valuable portion of their territory ; to ad-
mit into their vitals a formidable and active pedw
Ple, whose interests are incompatible, in every
point, with their own; whose enterprises will
inevitably interfere and jar with theirs; whose
neiwghbourhood will cramp all their movements ;
circumscribe their future progress to narrow
and ignominious bounds ; and make incessant in-
roads on their harmony and independence ?

“ Long ago would the lesser princes of Italy
and Germany have disappeared, if Sweden,
France, Prussia, and Austria, had not stood
ready to snatch the spoil from. each other.
Long ago would the Turkish robbers have
been driven back totheir native deserts, if any
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single nation of Europe had been suffered by
the rest to execute that easy task. But the
Spaniards know that Spain and America must
one day fall asunder. Why then should they
decline a present benefit, in order to preclude
one means of an event, which yet, by other
means, if not by these, will inevitably hap-
pen?

C“Asto England, all the disadvantages with
which this event is said to menace them are
real. All the consequences just predicted io
her colonies, to her trade, to her navy, to her
Mltimate existence, will indisputably follow.
The scheme is eligible to us chiefly on this account,
and these consequences, if they rouse the
English to a sturdier opposition, ought like-
wise to stimulate the French to more strenuous
perseverance.

“ But, in truth, every Frenchman mustlaugh
with scorn at the thought of British opposition.
What would the Spaniards say, were they told
by the English—You must not give away this
colony. Though a great incumbrance to you,
and a great benefit to those whom it is your
interest and duty to oblige, you must, by no
means, part with it. What patience, either
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in France or Spain, would tolerate an inter-
ference thus haughty, from an enemy 1o both ¢
But when is this opposition to be made? This
is not a subject of debate between the agents
of England and France. 1t falls not under
their discussion It cannot, therefore, be the
occasion of their interviews. There is no room
for opposition to what comes not under our
notice. 'The cession must be made without
their knowledge. It is only to be published by
its execution, and when the French are safely
lodged in the Mississippi, the gainsayings of
the English will be too late, .

“ But there is a nearer, and, it must be own-
ed, a more formidable, nation to gain. If
there be any truth in the picture heretofore
drawn, of the value of this province to France,
it must be, in a still greater proportion, of
value to the American States. If the powers
of this rising nation were intrusted to the hands
of one wise man; if the founder of the nation
was still its supreme magistrate, and ke had no
wills to consult but his ewn, the French, most
probably, would never be allowed to set their
foot on that shore ; but the trath, the desirable
jrath, is, that opposition is the least to be
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dreaded from those who have most reason io
oppose us. They, whose interests are most
manifest, may be most easily deceived : whose
danger is most imminent, may most easily be
lulled into security. They, whose vicinity to
the scene of action puts it most in their power
to enact their own safety ; whose military force
might be most easily assembled and directed to
this end, we shall have the least trouble in di-
viding, intimidating, and disarming.

“1 come now to the last difficulty, which
the most scrupulous objector has discovered ;
and this difficulty will be dissipated with more
ease than the rest. On what foundation does it
repose, but the wisionary notion, that the con-
duct of nations is governed by enlightened views
to their own interest ? The rulers of nations
have views of their own, and they are gainefl
by the gratification of these private views. The
more individuals there are that govern, and the
more various their conditions and their characs

ter, the more dissimilar are their interests, and

the more repugnant these interests to those of

each other, and the interests of the whole.
““ Was there ever a people who exhibited so
motley a character ; who have vested a more

O
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limited and precarious authority in their rulers ;
who have multiplied so much the numbers of
those that govern; who have dispersed them-
selves over so wide a space ; and have been led,
by this local dispersion, to- create so many
clashing jurisdictions and jarring interests, as
the States of America?

“ They call themselves free, yet a fifth of
their number are slaves. That proportion of
the whole people are ground by a yoke more
dreadful and debasing than the predial servi-
tude of Poland and Russia, They call them-
selves one, yet all languages are native to their
citizens. All countries have contributed their
outcasts and refuse to make them a people,
Even the race of Africa, a race not above, or
only just above, the beasts, are scattered every
where among them, and in some of the dis-
tricts of their empire, are nearly a moiety of
the whole.

“ Such is the people whom we, it seems, are
to fear, because their ¢rue interest would make
them our enemies ; with whom we are to con-
tend in negotiation, or, if need be; in arms!
We, who are as much a proverb for our skill
in diplomatics as in war; who have all the
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unity in counsels; the celerity in execution;
the harmony of interests; the wisdom of ex-
perience ; and the force of compactness, of
which this patchwork republic is notoriously ﬁ
destitute. Their numbers! 7hat, when the
parts are discordant, is only fuel more easily
kindled, and producing a more extensive and
unquenchable flame.  Five millions of jarring

and factious citizens are far less formidable A
than a disciplined and veteran legion of as P
many thousands. g
« But the great weakness of these States
arises from their form of government, and the
condition and the habiis of the people. Their f
form of government, and the state of the fo
country, is a hot-bed for faction and sedi- sl
tion. The utmost force of all the wisdom they fi
possess is exerted in keeping the hostile parts a0
together. These parts are unlike each other, 0
and each one has the individualizing preju- %0
dices ‘of a separate state; all the puerile jea- 4
lousies of the greatness of others; all the i
petty animosities which make neighbours quar- W
rel with each other without cause. How shight 1
an additional infusion is requisite to set this B

heterogeneous mass into commotion ? to make 1o
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the different parts incline different ways, on
the great question of war?

“The master of the Mississippi will be
placed so as to controul, in the most effectual
manner, these internal waves. It i1s acknow-
ledged that he holds in his hands the bread of
all the settlements westward of the hills. He
may dispense or withhold at his pleasure.
See we not the mighty influence that this
power will give us over the councils of the
States ?”

From the above extracts we learn the impor-
tance of which our enemy considered this terri-
tory ; whether looked at as a valnable acqui-
sition in point of produce or the means of fu-
ture annoyance.

How then is it possible to
account for that infatuated blindness which
could tamely permit the fradulent transfer of
so valuable a province.

The inhabitants of this extensive, populous,
and fertile country, hated the Americans, and
would have been glad to have been placed
under our protection. Our government, how-

ever, tamely looked on, whilst the United States
took possession of this fine country in trust




=T '-"‘"”?.""n.u\‘_g\,..-:-‘—r"‘r}r Y

-/

268 IMPORTANCE OF THE

for Buonaparte; being the first step of a pro-
ject concerted between the American govern-
ment and: this Corsican tyrant, for wresting the
Canadas from us.

Passing over, however, all former transac-
tions, now is the time to rectify at once all for-
mer mistakes, by taking immediate possession
of this desirable country. Its own intrinsic
value renders it infinitely more than equal to
balance every expense of such an undertaking,
even were the cost more than ten times the
amount which probability may indicate.

Its value to us is greatly enhanced by its
contignity to our West-Indian possessions,—by
the favourable disposition of the people towards
us,—Dby its being the key to the rich and fertile
plains upon the rivers Mississippi and Ohio,—
by the door which it would open to the ntro-
duction of our manufactures into one of the
most populous and richest of all the Spanish
colonies, (Mexico,)—and, by the ecommand it
wounld give us over the United States.

The possession of this territory would be,
to use Talleyrand’s- expression, ‘ a rein by
¢ which the fury of the States may be held at
¢« pleasure.” The Indians to the merthward,



BRITISH AMERICAN COLONIES. 269

being already devoted to our interest, the pos-
session of this country would place the
[ndian force of almost the whole continent of
North America at our disposal. 'Thus should
we be enabled, at all times, to keep the United
States in check, almost without the aid of Bri-
tish troops.

In a commercial point of view, ihe acquisi-
tion of this territory would be of immense im=
portance. It would, at all times, secure o us
an opportunity of supplying the southern and
western parts of the United Siates with our
manufactures. And the Canadas, also, afford-
ing us the like privilege upon her northern
frontiers, we should thereby have, at all times,
secured to us a door of ready access to one of
the most valuable fields of British commerce.

The possession of all these colonies would
render the whole border of the United States
a permanent channel, which the American go-
vernment never could prevent from being the
means of vending our manufactures throughout
the interior of her country, even whatever her
disposition might be in this respect.

The produce of Louisiana is lumber, wheat,
rice, Indian corn, provisions, cotton, indigo,
tobacco, &c.
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Theseare articles of great importance, both to
our West-Indianislands, and the mother-country.
The carriage of the produce of that country
would also be of great importance to our ship-
ping-interest: the additional employment it
would afiord our ships would be inmense.

In fact, such an acquisition would be advan-
tageous to all parties; to the mother-country,
by opening a new and extensive market for her
manifacture,—by securing to her an immense
augmentation to the employ of her shipping,
besides insuring her, both in peace and in war,
an abundant supply of several articles of the
greatest importance.—The possession of this
territory would not only secure to our West-
Indian possessions an abundant and regular
supply of every article of American produce ;
but, in time of war, would, in many respects,
prove a protection and defence o them.

And, what is most importani, the many ad-
vantages which the inhabitants of Louisiana
would derive from our heing in the possession
of it, would undoubtedly secure their firm at-
tachment to our interest: =— The act of our
taking possession would be the immediaté re-
misgion of many heavy duties to which they
are now liable, and the immediate opening of

o0
We
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a market for their produce ; whilst the produce
of the United States would continue blockaded
in their ports. There is no doubt but that these
advantages, coupled with the hatred which the
inhabitants of that country bear to the Ameri-

cans, would render its possession at oncesecure.

I'roM the view which has been taken of our
provinces in America, particularly the Canadas,
it is evident, that amidst the various important
concerns which at present interest the British na-
Lion, those matters respecting her colonies in that
quarter form a subject of the first importance.

Although these possessions have for many
vears almost escaped ler notice, yet the mag-
nitude of their vast and neglected resources, in-
capable of longer concealinent, have at length at-
tracted attention, and now exhibit an inexhaus-
tible mine of wealth.—They present a permanent
source of maritime facilities and nayal strength,
which to any nation would be of the greatest im-

portance. Inthe possession of the United States,*

*# The Americans, being allowed to catch fish all round the

coast; of these colonies, and encouraged to sell them in our
West-Indian islands, may be said to have been already actually
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they would soon raise her to the highest rank of

e W ]

maritime power.—With the privileges of the

e -

British ship-owner sacrificed to America to the

(8

same extent they have been for the last thirty

years,* they would be sufficient to give her

-y
s

the absolute dominion of the seas. To Great

']

Britain, therefore, these colonies are invaluable.
At the conclusion of the late American war,

R T vt B i X
2 \

A

)
’

the loss of the colonies, which now form part
of the United States, was considered as im-
mense, and almost irreparable.

The colonies which then remained in our
possession, however, and which now constitute
our present possessions in that quarter, esti-
mated either by the consequences which would
inevitably result to this country from their loss,
or by their actual value whilst in our possession,
are of infinitely more importance to us now
than those were to us at that period. I shall
therefore make a few observations concerning
them in both these respects.

The loss of them, and their annexation to
the United States, would be dangerous in the

putin possession of one of the principal maritime resources of
these colonies by the British government,
* See No. 6, in the Appendix.
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extreme. By some it may be considered but
idle speculation to suppose the loss of these
colonies as even possible. But, let it be re-
membered, that they who, during the late
American war, apprehended the ultimate loss
of our colonies, were also considered as ti-
morously anticipating evils which would never
happen; and apprehending losses which would
never be sustained. Were we not then taught,
by fatal experience, however, that our extra-
vagant contempt of the power of our enemy
might prove the meuans of our defeat, — of
placing victory in the hands of the imbecile,
and of humbling us even before weakness it-
self? as that instance and subsequent events
have fully proved.—

For, the result of the late war with the Ame-
ricans was, that they, almost without an army,
actually beat us out of the field. They have
also, without a navy, ever since, awed us nto

tame submission to the most gross wiolation of

the maritime laws of ~ Europe. And, whilst
their government was almost without form or
consistency, they threatened us iulo conces-
sions, by which they have acquired an amount

of merchant-shipping egual or even greater
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than our own :* the greater proportion of
which—lamentable to state !—has been reared
and supported by a sacrifice of the rights and
privileges of British ship-owners and British
merchants. T

Respecting the means which the Americans
possess, of constructing and raising a navy,
let us but for a moment reflect upon the follow-
ing circumstances, viz. what powerful fleets
nations of but small and trifling population,
compared with that of America, have, in some
instances, by careful nursing and proper pro-
tection reared upon only the pickings of the
carriage of the goods of other nations, such as
Holland, Venice, &c. Ought we not then te
view with a serupulous eye the maritime ad-
vantages possessed by America—her geogra-
phical and political situation ;— her vast extent
of coast;—the rapid increase of her popula-
tion, and the vast and unparalleled growth of
her commerce;—her extensive resonrces for
the support of her shipping;-—the amount
of her tonnage, and number of the sailors

* See No. 14 in the Appendix.
t See Chap. I1I.
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who man her merchant-shipping;—the abun-
dance of timber and other materials, with
which her country abounds, fit for the construc-
tiow of ships of the largest dimensions, and
that her harbours are full of shipwrights suffi-
cient to build a navy in a very short period ;*—
and the striking events, and alarming effects,
as to the aggrandisement which our mistaken
policy produced in her commercial affairs in
general in the short period of thirty years.
Let us seriously reflect upon these important
facts, and deeply ponder on the consequence to
which we should render ourselves liable, either
in risking the safety of our American colonies,
or in allowing the United States the undue ad-
vhntagea; she formerly enjoyed over our own
merchants.

The vast extent, even nineteen hundred miles,
of navigable coast, full of populous towns,
and convenient harbours, occupied by the Uni-

# One hundred and twenty shipwrights, &c. are necessary
to build a seventy-four-gun-ship in six months. A similar

nutiber employed in each of thirty of the sea-port towns of
the United States, are therefore capable of building no less
than sixty line-of-battle ships in the course of twelve months.
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ted States,—her immense shipping, and the
mode by which it has been acquired, are cir-
cumstances which, as well as the late over-
grown power of Buonaparte upon the conti-
nent of Lurope, ought to excite our most se-
rious attention, and to be met by measures of
proper precaution.

These circumstances, minutely investigated
and maturely weighed, will be found, perhaps,
to forebode to us consequences nearly as
alarming as those which we might apprehend
from the reduction of the whole continent of
Europe, under the grasp of Buonaparte or
any other tyrant. For such a continental com-
bination against us, alarming as it would
necessarily be, could only be expected to con-
tinue but for a short period, as has of late been
most fortunately demonstrated.

The great body of such an empire acquired
and forced together by the unnatural grasp of
tyranny and oppression, and composed of na-
tions varying in manners, customs, languages,
and laws; differing from each other upon points
of the most essential importance, and, conse-
quently, convulsed by internal discontent,

would be but little calculated to matnre any
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maritime project which would be adequate to
create and organise a fleet, in any degree capa-
ble of coping with the DBritish navy. But,
on the contrary, America not only pos-
sesses the most extensive maritime resources
and facilities, but is a country united by the
same language, manners, and customs, and,
already bound together by one government;
and, moreover, every individual under that go-

vernment, having already benefited by an ex-

‘tensive shipping, are therefore intoxicated with

national pride at their late successes, and,
teeming with the idea of naval rank and
power, to which our half measures have
lately <o much contributed. The measures
therefore, which might be adopted by a coun-
try so circumstanced, would be framed with
comparatively more consistency, and prosecu-
ted with more energy, and consequently must
produce efiects proportionably of a more for-

midable and permanent nature, than those to

. be apprehended from the measures of any con-
Pl y

tinental coalition which could possibly be
brought together.

Who in this country, that values its inde-

pendence, would not bhe alarmed, were we
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to recognise France, Holland, Germany, Prus-
sia, Sweden, Denmark, and Russia, all organi-
sed under one government; or even the mari-
time districts of ibese countries? There is not,
perhaps, a loyal subject in the country, pos-
sessed of common sense and sound understand-
ing, and an ordinary degree of discernment,
who would not apprehend consequences, which
would give him the most serious alarm.

But how different our ideas and apprehen-
sions appear to be in respect to the United
States! Although that government occupies a
coast, which, compared with the vast extent of
the continent of Europe, is equally extensive,
and, (baving reference to that part of the
population only, who are employed and enga-
ged in maritime affairs,) is, perhaps, equally
populous, and indeed infinitely superior in
pointofa variety of maritime facilities,——Notwith-
standing she possesses an amount of shipping,
and every other means which constitute the
sources from whence a navy is derived and sup-
ported, almost equally extensive as those posseés-
sed by all these nations, yet these circumstances
appearto give us noserious concern.—QOtherwise,
we should not have tamely looked on, whilst
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the Americans made such an extensive aug-
mentation to their maritime resources as the
possession of Louisiana.—We should not, by
opening the norts of our East-Indian colonies
to their trade at large, whilst shut against the
great body of British merchants, have added
largely to their shipping by crushing our own.—
We should have neither encouraged nor al-
lowed them to have caught cod-fish npon the
banks of our own coasts, and dry them upon
our own shores, for the supply of our West-
Indian settlements ; whilst the fish canght and
cured by our own colonists, were spoiling in our
merchants warehouses for want of a market. —
We should not have secured to them the sup-
plying of our West-Indian settlements with
lumber, whilst that article was to be had in
abundance in our own colonies, and our own
ships rotting in port for want of employment,—
Neither should we have charged a lower duty
upon their produce, imported into this country,
than what we charged upon the produce of
other foreign nations, whilst they never char-
ged lower, but in many instances higher, duties

upon our produce and manufactures than they

charged upon those of other nations; nor have
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meanly submitted to their charge of a counter-
alling duty of £ 3 per ton in favour of their
ships, whilst we charged only 22d. per ton in

gy e

Savour of ours.

The inhabitants of the United States—those

o

colonists who rebelled against the mother-coun-

# ¢
t:

try, as well in the treaty which acknowledged
their independence, as in all subsequent trea-
ties, have in all our commercial arrangements
with them, had not only the greatest advantages
allowed them, over the “ most favoured na-
tions,” but even been put upon a more favoura-
ble footing than our own colonists, — a more
favourable footing than the true and faithful
inhabitants of these provinces, whose blood
and treasure were, and are at this very moment,
cheerfully sacrificed to the salvation of these
colonies to the British nation.

It would have been comparatively well for
our loyal colonists, had they been put upon an
equally favourable footing as the Americans.
For, it will be observed, from what has been
already stated, that we allowed the latter to
import their produce into Great Britain, in
their own ships, at nearly the same rate of
duties as was charged upon that from our own

colonies, and also kept the ports of our West-
I I
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Indian islands almost constantly open to them
as a market, where no duty was charged upon
their produce, thereby allowing them, although
foreigners, the rights of British colonists.
These unprecedented advantages, coupled with
the privileges which their independence as a
nation gave them of trading, I may say, to all
the ports of the world besides; secured to
them an uniform demand for their produce, and
employment to their ships, thereby at all times
encouraging the growth and exportation of
their produce.

It is therefore evident that from our govern-
ment having neither allowed our colonists to
trade to foreign ports, nor protected their in-
terests according to the established laws of the
land, by an adequate difference of duties in
their trade with herself, the British market
being over-stocked with importations from the
United States must have proved tenfold more
discouraging to the British colonists than to
the Americans,

Had American produce been liable to the
same duties as the produce of other foreign
countries, in that case, the difference of those

payable upon the produce of the United States,

and those payable upon that of the British
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provinces, would have given our colonists such
advantages,—such fair, just, and equitable ad-
vantages, as would have balanced those which
the Americans derived from their commercial
intercourse with ports, from which the British
colonists were excluded. Had this been the
case, at this very period these provinces would
have hada population double to that which they
have at present, and would have been more
than sufficient to supply the mother-country
and her West-Indian colonies with Jumber,
grain, flour, fish, &c.: at this period, the Ame-
rican shipping, compared with what it is now,
would have been small, and the amount of Bri-
tish shipping proportionably greater, with am-
ple employment.

In fact, in every instance so completely have
the Americans been our superiors at negotia-
tton, that the result of all our treaties with
them, and of all our commercial arrangements
in which they were concerned, have amounted
either to the robbery of the British provinces
of their legitimate rights and privileges, or a
sacrifice of our shipping-interest, and indeed.
in most nstances, to both.*

* See Chap. UI.

H
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Reciprocity of interest has been uniformly
understood to be an axiom, in the negotiation
of all treaties, and, comsequently, might have
been reasounably looked for in these we entered
into with America; but there we look for it in
vain:—instead of reciprocity, we find, from
what has been advanced, nothing but the
grossest partiality and the most unjust advan-
tages granted the Americans.

The advantage which they had over us, in
respect to the expense of navigating their
ships, being unattended to by us, as already
observed, operated as a powerful auxiliary in
giving effect to the direct advantages we allow-
ed them, and indeed almost entirely excluded
ours from any participation of the carriage of
their produce in general. But, in respect to
lumber in particular, this disability brought
with it consequences, which were,in the ex-
treme, desiractive of our interests ; namely, by
preventing the shipment of lumber from the
British provinces, where our ships would,
without being rivalled, have earned the whole
freights. For the 28s. per ton against our ships,

as stated in No. 5, with only about 1s. 10d. per

ton, countervailing duty, as stated in No, 3, to
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balance it, actually shews 26s. 2d. per tou in
favour of the American ships: having identi-
cally the same effect as a countervailing duty
charged by the British government, upon tim-
ber imported from the British provinces, n
favour of the importalibn of that article from
the United States.

I do not urge that this great value and ac-
cumulated expense of navigating our ships
was, abstractedly considered, any disadvantage
which we brought upon ourselves, or, that it
is one that we could have directly removed:
but, I say it ought to have been so attended
to, as to have put us upon the alert to prevent
other circumstances from coming to its aid, to
the injury of our shipping.

Had not the inhabitants of the British pro-
vinces possessed a soil far superior to that of
the United States, and, therefore, proportion-
ably a superior quality of timber, from the
comparatively high freights occasioned by the
great expense of our ships, they could have
made no exports of that article, whilst this
commercial regulation or absurdily existed,
which admitted United-States timber at a re-

duced duty. This providential cirenmsiance,
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however,—the accidental superiority of their
lumber, procured them a small share of this
trade,snotwithstanding the powerful operation
of this expense of navigating their ships, aided
by the low duty we charged in favour of the
United States.

In whatever light we view the numerous
and enormous advantages allowed the Ameri-
cans, they will be found to be downright con-
cessions and sacrifices; for we could not be
said to have had, in any single instance, even
the shadow of an equivalent.

The principal advantage which we have
been said to derive from our commercial deal-
mgs with America, has been the demand she
afforded us for our manufactures, But, in this
respect, did she give us a preference? No; her
market was open to the manufactures of other
countries as well as to ours, and the same du-
ties charged upon ours as upon those from
other countries.

Indeed, for several years past, it has been
matter of deep concern to those Britons who
derive the smallest pleasure from reflecting
upon our former naval superiority,—who are in-
spired with the least spark of zeal for our fu-
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ture greatness and independence, to have seen,
previous to our present differences with Ame,
rica, our ships lying rotiing in port,—our mer-
chant dock-yards all dwindling to decay, and
many of them even deserted, and our ship-
wrights and sailors sent, by our impolitic pro-
ceedings, to America to build and man the
shipping of the United States, for which our
government had so liberally provided employ-
ment,—sent there in furtherance of the scheme
which may be truly said to have been founded
by American wisdom, foresight, artifice, and
low cunning, upon British imbecility and pusil-
lanimity, for turning over the British shipping
to the United States.

And to what do we owe the temporary
check, which has been put to these pro-
ceedings ; for it is still a question, whether or
not it may be rendered permanent? Why ; more
to the pampered temper, hatred, and ill-hu-
mour, of this spoiled child than to our own

wisdom: or foresight.

The Americans having already gained every’

pointthey disputed with us, became impatient for
immediate possession of the source from whence
we derived our maritime superiority. Consi-
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dering as too tardy the means by which we were
in effect yielding them up the trident, and encou-
raged to attempt wresting, by force, what our
government was systematically granting by
mean concession, they have thereby saved it to
the British nation for the present.—They have,
indeed, in this instance, afforded a pause
for surveying and reflecting upon past occur-
rences, that Isincurely hope will teach us the
necessity of proceeding with caution in all our
future negotiations and transactions with them,
which is my sole motive, (and, indeed, a very
important one,) for bringing these past trans-
actions under review.

However, notwithstanding these bonuses,
generously granted by our government to the
United States, had so far exceeded the bounds
of prudence, as notonly to lose sight of that of
reciprocity, but actually to place our merchant-
shipping upon the verge of ruin, and, conse-
quently, our navy and nation at large in jeo-
pardy; yet, the British nation in general, not
only countenanced ministers in these sacrifices,
but appeared still inclined, and did, all along,
urge them on to further concessions.

It therefore appears, that all ranks of so-

ciety in this country had, with one consent,
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agreed to comply with the unreasonable de-
mands of America; and, indeed, all in their
turn have lent their aid or shewn their good-
will in furtherance of the enormous encroach-
ments of the government of the United States.

Indeed, upon every occasion the country in
general appeared disposed to out-strip govern-
ment in making sacrifices to Ameri¢a.  For,
when our ministers, having at last become sensi-
ble of the impolicy of further concessions, begair
lo make a stand, appearing inclined to retract
where it could be consistently done, they were;
in these laudable exertions, opposed and as-
sailed by ‘clamorous parties of various deserip-
tions, both in ‘and out of parliantent;® This
was particularly the case’ of laté,” when-they
endeavoured, and, indeed much to their credit,
persevered in asserting the éstablished mari-
time ‘laws of Europe, — laws, which “had" s6
much contributed to thé high rank which we
hold amongst ‘other nations,—laws, ‘the rigio
observance of which, is indispensably neces-
sary to the support of this elevated situation,
and, consequently, essential to the veryexis-
tence of otr independence.

It is ‘proper here to remark, that, from the

facts which haye been stated, the principal
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sacrifices were commenced immediately after
the American war, and were made with the
greatest liberality up to the commercial treaty
to! which that government frightened us in the
year 1794,

At-the commencement of the restrictions
which the Americans imposed upon their com-
mercial ‘intercourse with this country, the sa-
crifice of the commercial, shipping, and colo-
nial interests of Great Britain had actually
become so motorious, . as has been already
stated, as was sufficient to induce a belief, that
the British government, in their commercial
arrangements with the Americans, had no con-
cern for the interests of this country. These
foreigners had the ports of our colonies kept
open-to them against the wise laws of our
ancestors, and. conirary to the example and
sound policy of other nations ;—they were en-
couraged to supply our settlements in the West
Indies with fish* and luinber, when the fishe-

* The demand for fish in our West-Indian settlements.
upon an average of three years, ending 1807, was 456,221
cwts. 97,486 of which was furnished by the mother-country,
leaving 358,735 cwt. which should have been supplied from
our own American fisheries. But, strange and unaccount-
able as it may appear, although our own fisheries produced
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ries and timber-trade of our own colonies were
in the most depressed state ;—they were, en-
couraged to trade fo our settlements in the
Mediterranean, and to our Asiatic establish-
ments, and, in particular, to supply these with
masis and spars, as well as every other kind
of lumber, whilst British colonists were, and
are to this very moment, excluded these pri-
vileges ; at least with the trifling exception of
some few ports in the Mediterranean, wherein
they have lately been allowed the great privi-
lege of coming in competition with these foreign-
ers in a trade, which, according to the laws of
the land, ought to have been altogether sacred
to British subjects. And, moreover, they have
been allowed wproards of three thousand per cent.
advantage over our ship-owners in the counter-
vailing duty charged by them and us, respective-
ly, besides their produce being admitted into

817,351 cwt. and, from their discouraged state, “were ca-
pablé of the greatest improvement; “yet'the British' govern-
ment encauraged the, Americans to, supply 188,125 cwt, of
this 358,785, whilst, from their impolitic measures, they so
cramped this valuable branch of trade from our American
colonies; that only 170,610 was supplied from our own fish-

eries in thatiguarter,~See No. 18, in/the Appendix.
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this country at a lower duty than that charged
upon other foreign produce, to the great discou-
ragemment of our colonial and shipping interests ;
whéreas, they allowed us 1o advantage over
other foreigners, but, on the contrary, singled
us "out for many insults and disadvantages.
These énormous, these uhaccountable and dis-
graceful sacrifices were eontintied to the Ame-
ricans, as long as 'their insufferablé ambition
and hostile disposition, engendered by our
pusilanimity, would allow the enjoyment of
thein. ' '
It 'is ‘notorious that a reformation of the
abuises which existed in’ the managément of
our ‘thdritime and commercial ‘concerns with
Amierich; previous to the coimmencement’ of
the present war with that country, was highly
necessary. This' eircunistance should “there-
fore be duly attended o, in‘any negotiation
into which we enter with that cbuniry. Re-
garding the footing upon which we stood with
the United States previous to the present war,
hotvever, it 13 but just to remark, ' that our
present ministers deserve some degrée of merit
for the stand they made in, our, continued pro-
g'roéq of concession to that country as well as
T 2
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for some attempts at a reformation of former
abuses.

In this, however, they were assailed by the
strongest opposition,—by the clamour of an
interested party, who were heard from various
parts of the country,—and by what is called
the opposition in parliament, who have upon
every occasion strenuously advocated the
ratse of America, even to the fullest extent of
her unreasonable demands.

As the reformation of the shameful abuses
which have existed in the disposition of all our
arrangements with America has fallen to the lot
of our present ministers, it is most devoutly to
be hoped they will perform it scrupulously
agreeable to OUR MARITIME LAWS, as far as
relates to our shipping ;—congenial with the in-
terests of the community at large, as respects
our commerce and colonies in general;—and in
every respect becoming the dignity of the Bri-
tish nation.

The uniform hostile disposition which Ame-
rica has evinced towards us renders it the im-
perious duty of ministers, in their conduct to-
wards her, ‘both to adopt the most prompt and

decisive measures in defending our American
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provinces during the present war, and to pro-
ceed with the greatest caution and circumspec-
tion in negotiating a peace. The most wary
and guarded conduct in all our proceedings
with a country of such immense and unprece-
dented” growth; both as respecis her popula-
tion and commerce, is highly necessary. 'In
the ;short space of 20 years, she has doubled
her population, which is now nearly 8,000,000 ;
encreased her exports from about 16,000,000
to. 118,000,000  dollars; her shipping from
939,000 to 1,911,250 tons;—and, heéfore she
had either raised an army or fitted out a navy,
has actually, by her threatenings and ariful ne-
gotiation, nearly doubled her territorial extent,*

and trebled her maritime resources.-

Is it not trifling, then, with the most serious

* This acquisition will be found:in her possession’ of

{
Louisiana.

1 'The permissiou granted her for fishing upon the coast
of our American c¢olonies—her possession of Louisiana, —
and the general sacrifice of our maritime laws;, which was
coinmenced immediately after’ her independence, and inade
in the most unlimited manner, up to her actual hostilities

against us, has certainly trebled her maritime resources.

!
!
i
E
E
E
I




294 IMPORTANCE OF THE

and important concerns of the British nation, to
overlook, as we have hitherto done, the unprece-
dented growth and aggrandizement of this im-
mense country ?—To risk almost unprotected
our valuable Canadian possessions to the atfack
of this artful and successful enemy, and by our
neglect of these provinces excite the disaffection
of their inhabitants, and thereby turn their un-
paralleled loyalty and patriotism into cold indif-
ference to onr interests, must be considered a
crime of the first magnitude committed against
the British nation,

Whatever, importance, however, these colo-
nieg derive from an apprehension of the con;
sequences which might result from their loss
and annexation to the United States, they de-
rive infinitely more from the great advantages
which may be drawn from their yaluable ins
herent properties and exiensive resources.

The loss: which we sustained, by, the dis-
memberment of  those| of . our.colonies, which
now form, part of the Uniled States, by the
last- American, war, was: considered lminense,
and it-certainly was a loss of greatl magnitude 3
but, those provinces,, which then remained to

us, being our present possessions in that gunar
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ter, are, in every respect, as 1 have already
observed, of infinitely more importance to us
now than the colonies then lost were to us at
that time.

At the commencement of the late Ameri-
can war, the colonies which we lost thenm
only annually exported produce to the amount
of about £1,752,142; those that remained i
our possession, now annnally export to the
amount of about _£3,000,000.—Then 193,890
tons of shipping were all that was annually
employed in the exportation of the produece of
the colonies we lost at that time ; 309,994 tons
are now annually employed in the exportation
of the produce of the colonies now in our pos-
session.—Then the amount of our manufac-
tures, &c. annually itnported into the’ colonies
which we lost, was only about £2,732,036,
whilst the possession of these provinces afford-
ed no further facilities in this respect, than that
which their own consumption produced ; “but
the arount now ‘annually imported 'into the

colonies which remained and is 'moew in our
possession, 1s upwards of £5,000,000, cla-
ding’ goods vended through ‘these geltlements
into the United States, into which they con-
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stitute a- door of access, more than 1200

miles in width, for the introduction of our

‘E manufactures into. that country. — A door,
Ry i which, if the Bnriish are sufficiently awake
to their own interests in keeping it open,
- W will not only render embargo, non-iniercourse,
i,; or, even war itself, ineflectual in preventing
the most extensive importation of our manu-
4 ! factures into the United States; but, what
N 1s also of infinite importance, it will, both in
peace and in war, render the duties charged
! | upon-our manufactures imported into the Uni-
A; ; ted States, operaie as premiums or counier-
I it vailing duties for encouraging their  introdue-
N | tion from the British settlements, and thereby,
Dl not only render prohibitory measures ineffec-
4‘ it tual, but, what is also of imwense importance,

it a preference to the manufactures of other na-
tions impossible.

. In fact, notwithstanding the advantages which

| the United States have derived from her meu-

trality, during the convulsed state of Europe

for the last twenty years, her great acquisition

L of territory, and the enormous commercialisa-
e crifices which she has enjoyed from Great, Bri-
. 5 5 # -

1\3 tain ever since her independence ; yet, the ex-
Bl '
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ports, both in point of tonnage and value, from
our remaining provinces, shackled and discou-
raged as they have been, have, compared with
the: American exports, experienced an equal
ratio of increase.

Our' East-Indian possessions, which  have
of ‘late occupied so ‘much of our attention,
appear of great consequence, and are certainly
possessions of great magnitude.—Boasting a po-
pulation of 60,000,000, whilst the vast patronage
necessarily attached to colonies ‘of so great a
population and extensive territory, ‘certainly
render their importance very conspictions : but,
in point of real worth to the nation, they fall
infinitely short of our American colonies. For,
it ' will be observed, and it is worthy of remark,
that these Asiatic possessions only employ an-
nually, ‘in their exports to this country, about
40,000 tons of shipping; whilst our American

colonies, in their exports, employ upwards of
300,000 tons.

In 1810, the imports, from our East-Indian
colonies, amounted only to about £5,000,000,
while' the ‘imports from our American colonies
amounted to upwards of that amotnt, with the
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e most flaitering prospect of encrease.* Of these
~ b respective imports, t0o, the freight upon thoseim-
I.t ported from the East-Indies ambunted only to
o/ [ about £1,200,000, whilst, of those imported

il from our American provinces, upwards of
| £2,500,000 was composed of the earnings of
o British ships,—the most valuable species of
: British commercial revenue. Regarding, more-
b ever, these imports, which in point of value
_ appear nearly of -an equal amount, it may be
observed, that four or five ships, manned
with a few enervated foreigners, who must,
under a heavy penalty, be returned io their
{ < ' : native country, are sufficient to import Asiatic
produce and manufactures to the amount of
i . a million sterling; whilst to import of the
produce of our American colonies to that
amount an immense fleet, manned with several
, thousand of the hardiest seamen (our own
| counirymen) must be employed.
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* See Nos. 11 and 12.
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A List of the principal Articles of the Produce and Manufacture

No. 1.
CANADIAN EXPORTS.

. of Upper and Lower Canada, shewing the great

increase which has lately taken place in the Exports of these Provinces.

¥
L

Exports, from Quebec, for the last ten years, viz. in
= i . _ :
1803 | 1804 | 1805 1806 |
| | —t
| ]
5,819| 5,940 ' 4,555| 176)
5,153 845| 896|
283 115| 124
254 60| 141

ARTICLES,
LUMBER. i
propuce Oak Timber- - - - « ~ = - =~ Pieoes |
oF THE Pide » = = = = e = = = = - - =
roresT, Masts and Bowsprits - - - - - _
VIZ. Spars = - - = = =+ == - - == werlll S
romBER, Walnut, Maple, Elm, &c. - - —
ASHES, SAves - - = = == = = = = = = - i B
FURsS, Stave-ends - - = = ~ = = - - = — e |
&e. Pine-boards and Deals - -~ - - — h g
AshQars = = = = = = = = = = = — |
Handspikes - - - = - = - - - - pral. | ° ‘I
Lathwood - - = = = = == = = = m——
Hoops - ----=-=--=--- |
Treenails - - - - - = -2 = B0’ e
Shingles- - = = == = == - « - |
Scantling- -~ - = = = - - - - Feet - |
Pipe-packs == = =mi= = = == - - - |
Puncheon-packs- - - == = = = - + - [
Hogshead-packs =~ - - = = = = - = -
Quarter-cask-packs « - - =~ - - = -

AEHES £

|
|

764,407/1,061,195{1,043,994(1,

he years 1803 to 1812.
| |

1808 | 1809 1810 ‘ 1811 | 1812
| | i_m—
12,572] 10,143] 33,798 84,741) 19,837
93,699 69,271 58,575 ¢8,870
3,333| 7,655 5087 3,578
9,570 3,354 3,825 1,867
— | 141| 205

11,824,861

194,197| = 69,067 194;467| 262,280, 512,432
1,202 1,672 3| 8,424 30,301|
18,354] ' 12,113 6,848 13,623]

| 152,487| 167,389
99,875| 102,800| 134,850 130,516|

t—— i l I
] Bee. il cant — s T
1,191 063 4 1,025 = 2,006 2,522 5,497|

624 . q4T 1,069 120| 55
50| 208/ 669 400 594 1,501
ey 167 g b - 506) 7771

$,052;518)3,887,306/2,330,842| 1,890,395
| 65,285

396,67 4|

15,343
208,211
29,702
4,401
136,411
205,200
131,400
16,000
2,000
2,802
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- ka > . N i | —— 25 '
ASHES. ! |
Bt i Peal Astic 10,?17; 13,215/ 30,858’ 30,942f = 29,407
i a i
FURS. | | 5 | i ! :
RV = o = = orir A tins | 9:}, 7 | 448f . 92,003 119,708 114,763| 126 105,032] 98,52
Mty s a5 23,796/ | 14975 55,685(. 46,801 '389] 554
ORfera v <ac o 2o ol I | 12,5 TI 8,8‘?D| 5y abo| 2,645
TN e e e 2367 431} 14—,8.' 9,214| 2 GIO 169
T e e 4 e L © 5,767| " 3,883 6,5¢ sj 5,512 5,048) 2,536} i
o e e L 5 - 7,99 8,863 1,547 103| 1 i
Beatr and Cob - - . . | 15,977 | 10,661| 0,561 10,751 >
Deer - -~ - ... | 212,037 166,366 83,049 82,55] " Ly
Beoon| AU EITL FET, o | ] 25,622| | 79,174 51,798] 39,521 -
e e 1 e |' 13,213 - 14, ru., 8,843 ' 5,286 6,147| 5,501 2,428 s 2
1o e L D=3 | 69y 1,394 783 1,045 860 534 -
v T e AT R T [ 5506 8934 © 4,558 © 1,016] 23| £ 19 =
| 203 93 455 517 o -
16,849 ,7;.u| 16,996, 9,971 ’ !
91 591
e 240 265

108
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No. 1, continued.
l 1
ARTICLES. 1803 1804 # 1805 1806 1807 1808 1809 181
1
SLs ! —
| |
|
1
GRAIN; &c. | 1
AGRICUL- Wheat = - = - = < w = o - - Bushels |. 363,542 EOG,O!S; 22,016 .. 96,908} . 231,543, 186,708] 198,221 268,178
TURAL Floir = - « v 2 o e e a - Barrels 14,452) 14,069) 18,500| 10,991 20,442 42,463 19,476 37,6062
PRODUCE, Bigpait =i =% /b e aia’a = Crits 17,381 21,1340 26,46 23,609 26,047 32,087 352,915 19,257 &,
viz. Pease--=-«+----.-- Bushels 1,605 986] 4,155 6,191 7,181 59,934 54,947 22,384) =
GRATN,RC, Beang = » = ~ o = = v« = = = = I Tl & - 130} =
PROVI- Barley - o v n-mnes | 4571 4253 6,911f 5,158 5010 5094 35478 — %
Brows; &c. Oals === w = amw o —— | 14620 aeet] 50160 734 2,360 2,660 7,540 1,008 &
Biemp AN D IndiandBonn 1m e b w6 5 - commm— | 128 1,942 1211 2,781 3,467 313 it E
PLAX, &cC. | o
! PROVISIONS, &c. { *
Pogh ~~ -~ ~ana=~= == Tierces ! —_— —— — — — 1 " e
e e W g R Barrels | 1;930 1,855 770 1,732 151 1,911 2,783 2485
Beef - ~ir simm o Tierces | 1,047 593 10]| = off —— 40 4
------------ Barrels 1,908 aro 1,516 808 B830| 1,500 1,726 1,693
Buftees + s = = = = = = = 5n Eirkins | 95 262/ 199| 114 502/, 2,600 285 7?11
Lavd e - = - - - Barrels;and Kegs | 48], 46 e 18 4-13| —_— 117 424
HEMP AND FLAX,.&c. {
Hemp - « - = = = =« - 591w Ewls, || J—— p——— i e 1 s AT | — —— .
Flagimi- = a = = == = = § @iate | — e P BV S I | mvved s e
Hemp-seed ~ - =« « a o « « Bushels | w— — — —_ J — B3| == ——
Flax-seed « = o v = vnc o L — 8,225 6,188]| 6,522 3,317 8,680 | 13,850] | 28,090{ 8,548 7,688 9,347
i g PISH AND OLL, & f
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“PISH AND OIL, &c

PROVUCE Salmon. - - - == - - . Tierces
PP THE feertiom - - o oo a o s Barrels
F16HERIES Cod-fish: w5 ar=iqr-1-« Cwis: |

- - - Casks
Barrels; &e.

Boxes i

Barrels |

e 598 | |

wise, Sec. - Hhdgrw: o |

e i

New Ships- - - - - r'Fons ||

¥ Articles not enumerated - - - < |

| | | l
941 767| 780) 816 6 317 468
st | - ke ] f — 385 67
460, 2,467/ S.118) 1,904r 9 155 o9
et | 50w LC TRt ol 3 380 70
—_— ] l 225 1,409] —22 9,16% 7
B e - J = el =5y o foan 06
—ac —BT el gl S 115 —=
e ¥ | — | 00 345 137
e TR Ry — 3l "~ St - —_— a0
| 1 |
| |
i o026 w1000 14180 @ 11,000 5,899
s Menmaty BBl T IRC Y Wy oyl | O

* Besides the Articles-above eigmerated, the fpllowing are afso eXported; viz. hides, hams, tongues, corned beef, tripe, sausages, cheese,

eggs, &cy; and live stock, such' as horses, cows, b

~l-

potatoes, fi

thers; bresswax, soap, candles, wc

sheepy poultey, &c.j, and, likewise bops, ale, apples, cidery esserice of spruce, onions,

» pitch, tar, turpentine; &c.

‘XIANIddv

€08




"y ' K v ,4—..:.. " 7‘% P
No. 2.

"
N

VALUE AND RAPID INCREASE OF THE CANADIAN EXPORTS.

An Estimate of the Amount of

Tonnage and a Computation of the Value of the Exports from Quebec, in the

Years 1805 and 1810 respectively; shewing the increase in these four Years.

| Tonsof 1 I~ 1810 Tons oq
ARTICLES EXPORTED IN 1806, |40 Cubic| Quantity, Price, &c. Value. || Articles |40 Cubic} Quantity, Price, &ec. Value.
!t et. {|Exported.{Feet.
LUMBER | | Pl £ £ s dd sod.
rropuce Oak Timber - - - - - Pieces| 8,178 279,600 ft. at 0 2 U? 27,260 0 0] 33,798 1,196,600it.at0 2 0 112,660 0 O
o THE Ping = = = =« = = = = = & —rnrl 9,210 | 138,080 --0 0 9 5,118 50 69,271 560 -0 0 9 130,071 00
rorgsT, DNMasts and Bowsprits - - —— 354/ | 354 pieces- 12 0 0 4,248 0 ol 7,655 X pieces 12 0 0 91,860 00
TinQ TR S n s e it 189/ | 1189 ditto- - 110 0| 28310 0] 3,354 3554 ditto- 110 0| 5331 00
rumeer, Walnut, Maple, Elm, &e. ——-| — 1| | | i —
ASHES, Stayes - = = = = = = = = — 1,803,234 ] 1990 std.ms. 50 0 O 64,500 0 03,887 306 9,480std.ms. 50 0 0] 124,450 0 (
FURSy Be. Stave-ends - - - = - - - — i —— T ot S50 l. | o
Pine-boards and Deals - ———{ 66,166 | 166,166 pchrd.7 10 Gi 4,962 9 0 312,432pr hd.7 10 0} 83,432 18 0
Ash Oars - =--=---— — 414 | (207 pair,at 0 6 6 65 b5 6| 15,150 pair,at0 6 6 4923 15 (
Handspikes - » - - - - —— 1,694 }-4":‘5"?“*"1-11 doz. - ~ 012 ﬂ'i 84 12 0 13,623| L200290%1,135 doz. - 0 12 Ui 681 0 O
Lathwood - - = = - - = —— 1,778 | reord. =-2 5 0 58 5 0| 167,389 800 cord - -2 5 0f 1,800 0
Hoops = o~ -2 594 —— 140,000, | 140 ----7 0 0f 980 "0 0| 130,516 {30ms. - - -7 0 0 ' 910 00
Treenails = = = = = = = = —_— — | | : e | —_—
Shingles = ~ - -~ - - - —_— =T | _— || — _— .
Scantling - ~ - - - - - - foet | w— | e 1 | - ——
Pipe-packs - - - - = = - = =~ 1,023 | 1,025 - - - =110 0 1,534 10 0 5,497 5,491 - - at 1 10
Puncheon-packs = - - - - - - 747 | 747 - --=1 5 0 933 15 0 55 [, et R 15
Hogshead-packs - - - - - = - ' 669 | 669 ----015 o 501 15 0] 1,304 1,801~ - =015
Quarter-cask-packs - - - - - - ! 454 J 454 - --<09 6} 170 5 0 7T WL -~ =07
! - | |
| l £ 110.740 11 6| £1505,689 15 6
o :\S-TIF-,.\ e 1 r
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ASHES ! | [ | ﬁ
Pot and Pearl Ashes - { Barre!b | 10712} 1,766 ) cwts. SR | 1 29,40 4,901] 1 cwts.
Cwis, St ——414736,456  ut22 5050 79,042 10,0 — §100,085at 2 0 0f200,070 0 0O
FURS. f | | | i
| $in 5 o ¢ - ~;per skin. 0 17, .6 £6,207 12 6 . '{
61| AR [ Y ek 0.2 ¢ 63 5 O #‘-.
6l ~ 264501 | oo-nns 017 6| 2314 7 6
o £ o SR, 0 2 0 16.18 0
0 0.6 c-j 760 16 0
o 0.5 0| 0. 5 i
) 1 0 0§ 10,751 0 O
0 0.6 0] 24,645 6 0f ;
0 0.2 0, 392 00 o {
d gt 0.4 0 485 12 0of ™ &
& 7 il 588 | [ asamas 0.15 .0 400 10 o = |
4 e 1911 ) .- o5 o 4 15 0 2 :
d R B I B 0710 180 19 0 E’. ¥
0,159 #hlf4i 501 9971 | cemle 0+1.9 872 9.5 »d
| —_— —_ e 59| ] resmean 0.5 6 16 4 6) ° ]
Budgep"a' o - 0o 2B ~ I MRS LI+ E08 YT —— e [ ] Jdrmeting — g 0
Swan - -ISRHILIDL - - - —— B T 1 ey il ==~ . 0 0.0 \
Castérum'» == < = = «'= == lbs. ! ------ —_— S 1f o (= - 0 0 0
| 41 407,826 .11 ’|! Tonsi2057914 £ |836,428 6 6f

® Concerning the computation of the tosnage of the timbery see remarks “wpon this table.
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No. 2 continued.
Tons uff | Tons of| i
ARTICLES EXPORTED IN 1806. 40 Cu-| Quantity, Price, &c.l Valpe. || 1810 |40 Cp-{ Quantity, Price, &e. | Value.
bic Ft. e SNt Al bic Ft. |
1 | | (| ——
Erought forward R— 407,386 11 3| - - - =
GRAIN, &e. [ .
AGRICUL- Wheat /v = r == o = -« Bushels 2,422/96,908 bhls.at0 7 6 170,860, T 6|
Floar » == == ~ = v o - Barrels 373110,991 brls. 2 5 0 12,519 56 50 |
2y BISCHIL == = = = = oimi v = Cwis. 5{23,659 cwts. 1. T 0 16,928] 1,693|16,928 cwis. 70|
viz. Peas - - --oeninnn Bushels 4 6,191 bshs. 0 7 6 3 18,928] 475/18,928 bshls. 0 T 6 |
GRATN, &c. Be | - I _{
FROVI- smvestiads 158-do-0 4 0 1,031 12 0 16 116 = =-do -0 40
_— 3 8 6 478 90 86| 21/868 -do-0 36 |
ANDIRAIAN LG = = = = = o v e 53 0 695 5 0 98 298 - - do:-0 50 |
A PROVISIONS, &c. |
—— (e R | L - |
9216,1,732 bar 0 7794 00 | 4,632 20,844 0 0
2l | F -t =y |
101808 -do -5 0 0| 2424 00| 297 8031 00
Sifferis®a il - U Firkins { 110,000 lbs.= 0 0' 9 = 375 0 0 499 1,350 0 0
Lard - - = = = - Barrels and Kegs 8| 1}2,000- do - 0 0 73 62 10 0 147 | 315 00
HEMP AND FLAX, &c. | | |
Hemp, ~ - = = aiaa - - - Cwts. o A R PR T | B i al P, S
Blg e s o n = it o & i } = N — O
IHe Bushels | —— | — ' — —_ |
Vla 3,977| 823,377 bushels 0 & 0| 1,550 16 0;] 8,548] 214/8,584 bushels0 80 | 8,433 12 O
FIXIFEF AND OIr - I F I 1 " .
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FISH AND OIL, &¢c. |
163({816 barr.at 4 0 0] 3,264 0 O 269| 541269 barr.at 4 00 1,016 0 o
.- o Lt s 5 o ¥
90 2 e - |
19 i 904ems010 of 952 0 30/302 cwts. - - 6100 151 0.0 3
176{1,409 barr. 1 0 0| 1,409 0 60483 barr. - - 1 00 483 00
g IS s |
Sundry salt-ish - - - - - ———— —d o = R >
Oil, Seal, Porpoise, &c. - - Hhds. —— — i} - i
o AP | )
New Ships- = = - 1,418 tons 12 0 0| 17,016 "0 0| 6| ~———5,836tons, at1200 | 70,032 oof 4
Articles not enun - 12,000 0 off — 700 14,000 0 o] < {
T - L | | b L8 E
t Tou - 0o, R b i b ¢
ns of 40 Cubic alue of ex- }|icy kn - | Total value of ex- ) ]
x x : o = - 57 | 4 4 9, {
bo To reduce to Tons ports in 1806 - 54331:5‘0 63 | ports in 1810 - HLG?“‘W‘I 11 6§ ¢ :
2 | \
- ! S— ;
to. the amount ) .l Tons.of 40 Cunbi ¢
A 33,99 =4 i ; b : y
........... § 3,996 T'o reduce to Tons Register, deduct one-third ]
Tons Register, being equal to the amount ) | E
cleared out in 1810
* Ot the goods which constitate thi 994 tons exported in 1806, it will be observed that 40,294 was lumber, and 10,700 of other articles; and of the
215,839 tons exported v lamber, and 15,549 of other articles. It will also be observed, that the tonnage of the goods, other than lumber, can
be very correctly ascertfined, and therefore & very “correct estimate of the tonnage of the lamber, as stated in the obsesvations upon thistable, can likewise
be made. -

t A ton register is equal to car
arried the aboye articles, and al

¥, Gpon an average, 1§ to

ons of 40 cubie feet ; deducting one-third, therefore, shews how many tons register was equal to have
» proves the correctness of th

above computation of the tonnage of these exports.
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APPENDIX.

OBSERVATIONS.

There appears to have been 10,695 tons of goods, besides
lumber, exported from Quebec in 1806; and, considerine that
ships generally carry about a ton and a half measurement-
goods, per ton register measurement, 7,134 tons register
were therefore equal to have carried these articles ;- and,
therefore, of the 33,996 register tons, cleared out from this
port, there must have remained 26,862 for lumber, as stated
in the table.

Reckoning a ton register capable of carrying 1% load,
(equal to 1} ton of 40 cubic feet,) it appears that the quan-
tity of lumber exported from Quebec, in 1806, must have
been about 82,234 loads; being 40,293 tons of 40 cubie
feet, as in th -

It appears

E]
besides lumber,
15,549 tons ; and

1at the quantity of all kinds of goods,
cported from Quebec, in 1810, was about
onsidering that 10,366 register tons is
d these goods, and that, in that year,
re were 143,893 tons register-measurement cleared out
from this port, 133,527 must have been used in the carriage
of lumber, and consequently must have transported about
160,232 loads of that article; being equal to 200,290 tons
of 40 cubic feet, as in the table.

1 in the exports of lumber from the

»

to have ean

ekl
I'he merease, tl

£

Canadas, in the space of these four vears, was 128,008 loads,
or, 160,001 tons of 40 cubic feet.
In estimating the quantity of lumber exported from the

tower ports of the British provineces, in 1806 and 1810, (as [
am not inpossession of the detailed particulars of the ex-
ports made from these ports, havi 1g only the amount of the
register tonnage cleared out,) I shall, therefore, compute the
quantity of lumber exported, by deducting an amount of
tonnage computed to have been used in the exportation of
articles other than lumber, equal to the quantity of tonnage
employed in the carriage of such articles from the Cana-
das, deducting, over-and-above that amount, 30,000 register-
tons for the carriage of fish from Newfoundland, viz.
Register Ton.
Cleared out from the lower ports in 1806 - - - - - 90,251
Dedugct for the earriage of all goods ex-
cept lumber, and fish exported
from Newfoundland - - - - -~ - = 7134
for fish from Newfoundland - 30,000 37,134
Tons 53,117

* See No.18.
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Thus it appears, that 53,117 tons register-measurement,
had been used in the carriage of lumber, being equal to have
carried 63,741 loads.

Cleared out from the lower ports in 1810 - - - - 166,101
Deduct for the carriage of all goods other
than lumber and fish exported from

Newfoundland - - - = - - -~ = =~ 10,366
———— for the carriage of fish from New-
foundland. - = 2oe s ot = et 30,000

~— 40,366

Tons employed in the carriage of timber 125,735

This 125,785 tons, register-measurement, at 1} load per
ton is equal to have mulmi 150,882 loads.

—————

THE following recapitulatory statement of these remarks,
r(‘spﬂtln“ lumber, exhibit an interesting view of the exports
of that article from the British American provingces, viz.

Exports in 1806. 1810.

I,t-'r'z([.!'. Iusro‘f.!.

From the Canadas - < . WU 0000 3 98y 160,232
From the lower provinces, &ec. - - - - 63,741 150,882

Loads 95,975 311,114

Loads.
Exports-in 1810 311,114
Ditto in 180G - 956,975

Increase in these four years 215,139 loads.

B il
OAK TIMBER.
The quantity of oak timber exported from Quebee, in

1806, reckoning each piece 334 cubic feet, was 5,540 loads,
angd; in 1810, 22,520 ; the increase in these four years being
17,080 loads.

GRAIN.

The average quantity of wheat annually exported from
Quebec, for eight vears, ending 1810, (flour and biscuit reck-
oned-into wheat and ineluded); was 304,000 busheéls: and, of
other grain 26,483, making the gross exports of grain
330,483 bushels. 1t may be remarked, however, that the
exports in 1801 were upwards of 1,000,000 bushels,
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VALUE oF THE EXPORTS FROM THE WHOLE OF BRITISH
NORTH AMERICA, FOR FIVE YEARS, ENDING IN 1810,

The value of exports from the Lower Provinces cannot be
so precisely ascertained as the value of those made from the
Canadas. The exports from the Upper Provinces, being all,
(except the small quantities exported from Gaspé and St.
Johns,) cleared out at the Custom-Honse of Quebec, ren-
Ly ders their value easily ascertained.
fii e In the absence, however, of official documents respecting
particular details of the exports from the lower ports, as we
i . . A

i have an official statement of the tonnage of the shipping
I | cleared out from these, we may from that circumstance form
it a tolerably correct estimate of the value of the goods ex-
oL ported. As this amount of tonnage, after making a deduc-
il tion for the carriage of cod-fish from Newfoundland, con-
i e siderably exceeds the tonnage cleared out from Quebec, it

[ifN cannot be doubted that the value of the exports from these
ports must have also exceeded the value of the exports
made from Quebec, particularly as I bave included the
| 226,603 cwt. of fish, exported from Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, and Cape Breton :—In forming the following es-
timate of the valne, however, 1 shall only state them at an
equal amount.

FE AN
it Value exported from Quebec in 1806 - - - £551,570
Y Ditto from the Lower Ports, in the same year,
estimated at - - - - - - a0d o0 561,670
e Value of the Cod-fish exported from Newfound-
| land =/ wiixiiahioe etmiis s = = =e 354,448%
| L barE ,

Total value of exports from British North Ame-

ficain 1806 -~ - - = = == - = £1,467,688%
') Value exported from Quebec in 1807 - - - - 681,740
it Ditto from the Lower Ports, in the same year,
| estimated at '- - - - - - - - - - 681740 I
: Value of cod-fish exported from the Lower Ports,
‘w estimated’ at - - - < = - = = = - 3b4,448*

Total value of exports from British North Ame-

fi Piaan B0 Gl Ay AT i AT B80T
o SR =TT i
* The exports of cod-fish from Newfoundland, upon an average of i

the four years, ending 1808, was 590,748 cwt. which, at 12s. per cwtk
‘ amounts to £354,448.

il t These are exclusive of the exports to the United States by way of
| St. John’s, and also of those made from Gaspé,
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Value exported from Quebec in 1808 - - +£1,000,000
Ditto from thé Lower Ports, in the same year,

estimated at - -2 = - == = = = = 1,000,000
Value of cod-fish exported from the Lower

Ports, estimated at ~ - = = ;= = - -  354,448"
Total value of exports from British North Ame-

ricain1808 - - - - - - = - = £2354,448%
Value-exported from Quebec in 1809 - - - 1,112,668
Ditto from the Lower Ports, in the same year,

atimabetiial: . fol ~iiesimn i a b ot iR e - A LTS, GO0
Valne 'of god-fish exported from the Lower

Ports, estimated at =.. .. ~ummims == = 004,448°
Total value of exports from British North Ame-

ricain 1809 -~ = =~ - = = - - - 2,579,784t
Value exported from Quebec in 1810 - - - 1,078,048
Ditto from the Lower Ports, in the same year,

estimated-at, -1, =i = =0 = = = 4= = = 1,078,048
Value of cod-fish exported from the Lower

Ports, estimatedat - - - - - - - = 354,448
Total value exported from British North Ame-

rica in 18104 & g o8 (= S ia a o= - - £2,510,544]

BN s

IMpoRTS OF BRITISH AND COLONIAL PRODUCE AND Ma-
NUFACTURES INTO OUR NORTH-AMERICAN COLONIES,
ForR THE DoMEsTIc CONSUMPTION OF THESE SETTLE-
MENTS, FOR FIVE YEARS, ENDING IN 1810.

Respecting the ImporTs of British and  colonial pro-

duce and manufactures made into our American Provinces,
it may be observed that, although I have not been able to ob-

* Ibid. 1 1bid,
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tain official documents, by which their precise value could be
ascertained, yet, nevertheless, a very correct computation
of their amount may be made, by taking the value of: the
exports from these settlements, as a eriterion.

In reference to this computation, it may be also observed,
that it is more than probable, the value of the exports of
these colonies exceeds that of their imports. Otherwise the
trade of these settlements must have produced effects very
different from what their thriving state indicates: it would
have had the same tendency, as the conduct of an indivi-
dual whose expenditure exceeds his income. The large
supplies furnished the British government’s establishmenis in
that country, and the exports from Gaspé, however, neither
of which is included in the estimate of the value of exports
stated in No. 2, will constitute an ample allowance for this
economical difference.

The iniports, therefore, of British produce and manufac-
tures, &c. furnished by our own merchants and manufac-
turers, as well as carried by our own-ships, may be fairly
estimated at an amount equal with the exports, as stated
ahove, and would therefore stand as follows : —

Value of the British and colonial produce

and manufactures imported into our colonies
i in North America for the consumption of
these settlements only - - - - - - = in 1806 - £1,457,588

in 1807 - 1,717,928
in 1808 - 2,354,448
: in 1809 - 2,579,748
| in 1810 - 2,510,544
il Respecting these imports, it is also of imporiance to ob-
serve, that since the restrictions imposed, by the American
government, upon our commerce with that country, there
has been upwards of £3,000,000 of our manufactures annu-
} ally imported into the British American colonies, for the
United-States market.. The gross amount of the Jimports
of British manufactures, d&ec. into these provinces since that
period would therefore stand thus :—
In 1808, for the consumption of these pro-
| VIRCEN = S° UL Lo v Ot 000 gh 448
: Ditto, for the United-States market, about - 3,000,000
Total amount of imports of British manufac-
‘ tures, &c. made into our American pro-
fi vinces In 1808 -~ = - - - - . . £5354448
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In 1809, for :the consumption of these pro-
VINCES: (a7r 81 Eeren e Enis  EP2I679,748
Ditto, for the United-States market, about - 3,000,000

Total amount of imports of British manufac-
tures, &e. made into our American pro-
vimoes in 1800 .- = oo o aai £5,579,748

In 1810, for the consumption of these pro-
ViliCes = I0h0r A du e s Jon D 2,610,544
Ditto, for the United-States market, about - 3,000,000
Total amount of imports of British manufac-
tures, &¢. made into our American pro-
vineesin 1810 - - - - - . - . . £5510544

VALUE oF THE IMPORTS MADE INTO GREAT BRITAIN
FROM BRITiSH NORTH AMERICA, FOR FIVE YEARs,
ENDING IN 1810.

A very correct statement of the value of the imports
from our American colonies may - be made by adding the
amount of the frieghts and other charges to the invoice
value of the goods, as follows :—

To invoice value, or ‘amount of the exports
from British North America in 1806 - - £1,457,588
To freight, 124,247 register tons, at
£8each - - - - Lo 999 976
To sundry other charges,* at £1 per
ton R A SRS AR © R
= 11K008

Total value of our imports from British: Ame-
rica in 1806 - ~tete ook e RS RN aT]

* Premium of insurance, commissions, warehouse and other rents and
charges,
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To invoice value, or amount of the exports
from British North America in 1807 < = 11,717,928 '

:I\ Jilt R To freight, 129,846 register tons, at
By $8eash e U TR LT A 088768
ML To sundry other charges, at £1 per
[ o7 (S S PR R RO o, [
I i —_— 1,168,614
i it Total value of our imports from British North
- IR Americain1807 - - - - - - - - £9886542
3

To invoice value, or amount of the exporis
from British North America in 1808 - - = 2,354,448

£ A ' To freight, 189,573 register tons, at
b ‘ F@euch | i b sl Sy 516584 ‘
T To sundry other charges, at £1 per -
fonp - - - - - - - - - 189,573 ‘
A — 1,706,157 '
8 _ 1
Total value of our imports from British North f
% Americain 1808 - - - - - - - - £4060,605
{ 1 il —_— t
By i B
)
4 To invoice value, or amount of the exports 4
' from British North America in 1809 - - 2,579,748 :
W To freight, 236,564 register tons, at ¥
ﬁ £Beach -~ - -y = = - - 1,892,512 .
! i To sundry other charges, at £1 per
> T e L s TR T R B
: : — 2,120,076 !
72 Total value of our imports from British North _
" Americamn 1809 =L o oYL LD O 4,708,824 P
- — )
: S A he
b ‘ To invoice value, or amount of the exports
s ] from British North America in 1810 - - - 2,510,544
1= To freights, 309,994 register tons,
& at £8each - - - - - - 2479952
4&‘1‘ To sundry other charges, at £1 per
&5 ton - - - - - - - . - 309,994
y\"{ —_ 2,789,946
;.,:",)' ! it

Total value of our imports from British North

Americain1810 ~ - - - - - - . £5300490

B
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A considerable proportion of the eod-fish, and a small part
of the other articles exported from these colonies, being
shipped to our Wesi-Indian settlements and foreign coun-
tries, no doubt, make some small diminution of the value of
our imports from these possessions, as stated above. The
amount, however, of this diminution is not very consider-
able ; and, indeed, upon taking a minute view of the sub-
Ject, these will hardly appear to be such in reality. For
these indirect shipments, being carried by British ships, and
the business transacted by British merchants, they are there-
fore generally drawn for on Great Britain, and consequently
the gross proceeds of the sales remitted also to this coun-
try; and such of those remittances as are from foreign coun-
tries are generally made in foreign produce, which other-
wise most probably would not have been imported. The
freight, profit, &c. of these are therefore as net a gain to
the British merchant; and, of course, the transaction as
advantageous to the nation in general as if the fish, flour,
&c. had been brought to Great Britain and re-exported.
Yea, under certain circumstances, it is infinitely more advan-
tageous to both; for, had the goods been brought to Great
Britain, perhaps, from the accumulated expense, no profit
might have resulied to the merchant, and consequently the
public could have derived no permanent advantage from such
a trade as, under these circumstances, it would of necessity

have been relinquished. — See note to No. 17.




No. 8.

BriTisH DuTiEs and COUNTERVAILING DUTIES,—the enormous Advantages allowed Ametica in both.

A List of the Duties charged upon the most bulky Articles which we import from

America ; being those Goods,
the Carriage of which are of the most material Importance
i

: g, also, what the countervailing Duty

charged for the Protection and Encouragement of our Shipping Amounts to-per Ton.

COUNTERVAILING
DUTY.

Per ton,
of 40 cu
bic feet,®

| .
p || Per load,
i in British | inForeign || of 50 cu-
ships.. f “ships, || bic feet.

]
|

1

_ 1‘

o

s

|
Bri
m the United §
from Europe
Staves, pipe, 5§ feet in length, 5 inches in breadth, and

‘<

e
000D =

e

o=

from Europe
Masts, 12 inches diameter and upwards, from British provinces

from the United States
from Europe

Per 1001he, |



i 1
otton-wool, from British pla 4 | Ii
from the United 3 . 4 . I 16 8
i - 6 el 1 e
6 ——— 0 15 9
plantations perlast, of 12 barrels, of ! I 2 0 | 3
I States - er do, | 0 e AR 0 010
0 R
R
0 0 4 4ol se—a- Ii 0 6" 8
(] 0 3 B —_— -

above statement 1t appears, that, pres ious to the e xpiration of eur late commercial treaty with

ed States, the aver of the counte rvailing duties upon the lumber which we imported from that

CRCT S S T P R e e D L -.-.....--.-!,—|;d|u',;4”[“[);{-1061: 184d.
st sspmestaiais il s per ditto E
nd Enropean countries+..... perditto ‘13
hichwe imported from the United States,

+ articles ullml to one-twentieth part of the amount

I WAS oo vavedibnarsacvonnindioiboomessssntnMlites «osnoean s ss p{'l'(liﬂ() L)
n America, which may be estimated at about . £5 : 10s. per ton of 40 cubic feet, 224. is the

hich we imported from European Eres soovee s

umber which we imported, both from th
o of llumnm ties upon the

'J.u d “"-ldu S

iht' I
proc lm e of --ulu r foreign v.itl-iil:.
tervailing duty as well as the other
per ton upon pime or fir timbe !'.‘—"
ton upon staves ;—:‘.sz :1--11 Ls. 55 d

we ..ttn‘m\ red urwi it d('{‘urdln!” to iJn* ;1iu|\ e, i'rum 1s. ;,_d to 74 d
. 7id. to 10d. per ton upon oak tllll'-rl“—i.ulll 1s. 5d. to 63d. per

9. E"l ton upon mas sts.

oods, ‘except ire eet of whi

er .|]_run ﬂmn‘ or pru\ 1%

fe t, is charged by bulk—
I.cr l.pou by the gall 1e bushel,—~whether upon
L is charged portion to the bulk., I , taken the ton of 40 cubic
s are paid o cowputed, except heavy goods, such as iron, &g,
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No. 4 @

AMERICAN Duries and COUNTERVAILING Durties.—Her Countervailing Duties exceed ours no less than the
enormous Amount of 3,300 per Cent.

A List of the Duties payable, after the 1st of April, 1797, upon the principal Articles imported into the L‘nit\ctl
States from Great Britain ; shewing also what the Countervailing Duty charged for the Protection and En-
couragement of the American Shipping amounts to per Ton.

Duties charged | The duties estimated upon the ton of 40 ||
in Cents. per Cubic Feet, and ecalculated in sterling ||
Jent. ad va-| DMouey. |
orum, | [ |

Duty in sterling Money.

1l- ey B
! [mported in |

|| United States i ];“]]L'D‘Itlllil.]‘
| Ships. | g el

d.

Crinrzes and coloured calicoes or muslins, and all printed,
stained, or coloured goods, or manu res of coiton er
linen, or of both, or of ‘which either cotton or linen is the
chief value

Crorus, and clothes ready me

Irnow, steel, or brass, luch

MARUFACTURES ©

Nails

Cordage

Grass, window-glass

Sopvoecoo
RroESOSUUS




1 0% iy’ 2 ] B -
| (1 i
Grass, all sarts of glass and manufactures thereof - « - - - || 20 ’ 22 |1, 150 o 0]l 30 "o 0 ll 350 .0
Crima and barthén-wace -2 = = - -8 o s e m e o l.27%] 19|l 50 o 0 8 15 6]l o 17 6
es, and all sorts of millinery - ~ - - - - 15 || 165 || 400 0 © 5 5 6 | 5 6 6
--------------------- i 15 J 164 | 150 0 0 22 10 off 2 5
---------------------- per bushel 20 9% D l 2 0 0| 0O 40
4 for. dyi i s, ointments, es- | | {
[ 25 1000 0 0 | 150 o 0 [ £ 0 0
| 15 2000 0 O 300 0 20 0 0

e of the American countervailing duties per ton, of 40 cubic feet, as above, £5 13s. 6d.; the average
gz upwards of £380 per ton,

BUT supposing these goods to amount only upon an average to £200 per ton, which must be very considerably
he value, and stating the countervailing duty at 13 per cent. which it will be observed is considerably
ing it, i Id amount to £3 per ton in favour of American ships.
* countervailing duties, charged from the Ist of April, 1797, was added, by the United-States government
ut + per cent. ad valorem. This 1 per cent. valuing the goods at £200 per ton, as above, was an
r ton, making the average countervailing duty £3: 10s. per ton; being a preference to ships of the
i 1l to the whole freight,
may be remarked, respecting the countervailing duty charged by the British and American governments
i > British government imposed about 10 per cent. upon her other duties, and that the American
government also charged about 10 per cent. upon their other duties.—In point of per centage upon these other
duties, therefore®,—so far they were equal : but how differently they operated-upon those interests which were the
object of their imposition! " Our legis » indeed, might have viewed them as equal; but our ship-owners
Jelt, an immense and destructive diffe —d£3 upon the one side and 224. upon the other, —a difference
against them of about £3,300 per cent !

e estimated only from £2 :10s. to £3 : 10s. per ton ; alth 1gh from America to this country they
of the goods shipped from America to this
g to go vut in ballast, create such a compe-

ntry to America may
be computed at from _£5 K6 per ton: the reason is t that the amount of the tennag
country far exceeds the tonuage of our shipments to that country ; many ships, therefore, ha
tion for freight as reduces it to a low rate,
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APPENDIX.

sHIPS, &C.

THE HIGH PRICE OF BRITI!

The vast Disadvantage whicl tish Ships a fer, in cases wherein
Fore Ships come in competition with them ight, shewn by a
I N 1 e e

comparative Statement of the Charges to which British and American
Ships were respectively liable, upen a six months’ voyage, previous

I I o, , : i J v
to the present War with the United States : the Ships supposed to be ot
equal Quality and Tonne

y

English Ship, 860 Tons, vawed at] American Ship, 560 Tons, valued at
£10,080, being £28 per Ton. £7,200, being £ 20 per Ton.

Dr. £ Dr. £
To provisions and expenses in
g fitting out for the voyage,
voyage, up to the period of taking in the cargo, and all
the ship sailing,~expeuses charges up to the period of
her loading-port in Ame
ind all charges [ at t
atury, (Great Britain,~—and als

To provisions and all other ex-
penses in fitting out for the

] he YOT ot i
1 ‘M\ "«

expenses upon her r
up to the period of deliver- charges and expenses which

> incur, up to the
her being safely
in the Americ

where

ing her ce
mium of
lors’ wages) - - - - - = - 850 ]
To premium of insurance upon |
£12,000, at 6 per cent. - 720 1
To wages, viz. master F£12; ¢

insurance and sai-

go, (except premium of

insurance and sailors’ wages 850

H
mate £6; twelve men at To premium of insurance upon
F5 each; three men-at £4 £ 9000, at 4 percent, - - 360
each; one boy at i To sailors* wages, viz. master
one at £1 each per month, £12; mate £7; [fifteer
for months - - = - - = = 558 men at £4 each; and
To extra expenses incurred by men at : 13: 4 each per
sailors running away -= 50 1 ix months - - = 500
To interest of ecapital, profit, To interest of capital, prefit,

nsation for manage-
nd-tear, &c.
ent.  per. anm.

ship valued at

a compensation for manage-
ment, wear-and-tear, &cC
say %0 per cent, per
upon the ship valued at

T R 1008 111 S e
3186 2430

Cr.

By amount of freight, at )

c_f“?: 7 per ton register, or { 5444

-t 4:18 per ton measure S
ment, (40 cubic feel) - -

By amount offreight, at

LT : 7 per ton register, (' , 30
————— or £4: 18 per ton mea- £243
Loss — £756 surement,(40cubic feet)

N. B. Considering that merchant-ships, particularly of the dimensions
above-mentioned, or upwards, generally carry not less than a ton and an
half of goods by measure per register ton, this loss of F756, which the
British ship incurs is therefore equal to £2 :2 per ton, register mea-
surement ;—_£1 : 1 per load, of 50 cubic feet;—or £1:8 per ton of
weasurement goods.®

* The disproportion between-British built ships and ships built in the
Baltic is much more in favour of the [atier.
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No. 6.

INTERCOURSE between our WEST-INDIAN Settlements and the UnrreD STATES.

HE

A Eist stated to give an Idea o1 the Amount of the principal Articles of Provisions and Lumber annually imported into eur West-Indian Settlements ;
being an Average of the Quantity imported in the Years 1804, 1805, and 1806, with a Computation of the Amount of their lonnage, distinguish
ing the Countries from whence imported

| SR i FRUM OTHER COUNIRIES, vz 53
I UNITED STATES ‘ The British Provinces. ||Great Britain and Ireland Other Countries. é: 5
| =
l'ons of | | Tous of] Tons of Tous vt < 2 =
! 40 Cubic| Total. 40 Cubic| Total. 40 Cubic{ Total, 40 Cubic| Total. I3 S &
| Feet. Tons. Feet. | Tons. Feet, Tous. Feet. Tons. 1.3

Flour, Meal, and Bread, Cwis 463,505 33,107 | en8 199 534,495 2,463 7,667 549

Corn, viz. Indian | |

Corn,Oats, Peas, § Bushels 406,169] 10,154 | 3,976 81 183,168] 4,579 4,439 110

Beans, &c -.- - | |

Ricg - - - - - - - Barrels 11,740 1,467] | 6 1| 50 6 159 17

Pork aud Beef - - - 54,114 6,764 ) 1,642 205 a4,571f 6,821 385 48|

51,404 L 486 | 13,869 -l 724 66,571

Fish, dry Cod, &e. -~ 569 71 | 220 28 395 49 _— —

3 - Cwis.|  138,484f 9,888 {101,692 7,263 3,302 236 5,298 236

——saltand pickled. 38471 4771 | 27,800] 3,475 || 57,698) 6,462 991 124

- | 14,730]| - | 10,766/ | - 6,747 -1 360|| 32,60

Butter - - ~ - - = - Firkins 8,050, 402 I 204 10| Il 49,818] 2,490 80 4

Cows and Oxen = - - - - - 4145, 2,072 | 3 2 8 4 1,123 561

Sheep aud Hogs = = = - - 3,484 348 | 444 4 - ot R . 514 51

! - 2,822 - | 16 |——— | 2,404 - 596] 5,9284

Oa:‘n;"%ii'ﬁ;r]?"_“”_”j E Feetll 39,022,007 191,947 | 942,122 9,94+i - e 101,350/ 516

Staves- = o « = w= o Pieces| 17,605,687 14,671  525,026] 1,312 e S 264.500{ 661

Shingles- = ~ - « » « | 43,051,704 5,381 | 332,925 42 SR 13,000 1

| 141,990/ 4,298 978 147277
! — — - - N - -
| Tons |211,045] Tons. l 15,566! Tons | 23,110 Tons 2,658 ]
- Total or Tons — 252,377
N. B Lhe Freight of these 252,377 Tons, annually imported into our West-India Settlements, at the Rate of £7 per Ton, amounts to £1,766,6359.
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No. 6, continued.

A Statement of the respe

‘e Shares which BrrTisH and AMERICAN Ships have earned of this Sum, viz.

it cal e udh b

St Rate of ]" arned by Ut Earned by
-+ 0T Fr :[ States \“t 5. i
4 _ | i g7
Tons. || £ 5. d, At 0,
69,044 i
Lumber, from d 141,991 || |
- 11911,043 jat7 0 0 ‘1,4??)301 0 0|
Flour sak Do W oga [ !
I.uni, Fish, Prc 11,268 | i { 5
Dittos ff - ~——— || 10892 0 o] 3
Ditto. i | 161,770 0 0| =
| 2
| -
| =,
2 Dittas: i e | 8,606 O 5
{ 2 Ditto | : 18,606 0 v
Tons 252,377 i |
N ek '_—_____—__|
{ 13 1
Bamed | 2o =2-- " Slk14m7.301 0 0
Earned | gy | B3 | ----- |.,~....—..__ g o 0

Total — £1,766,639

koning the Flour, Meal, and Bread
es of oor West-Ir idian Colonies of these /

- as stated above, into Wheat, 1,271,140 Bushels of that Article appears to'be equal to the annual
les ; but, lur saLe nt even \mul_un, we may say 1,300,000 Bushels.

Docament it also appears, that the averag se Colonies, for these three Years, is 147,080 Tons,

117,740 Loads, which we may cons der to b(’ about the Quanti ty annus ported. —Qf this Quantity it appears that the

es furnished 115,600 Loads ; the “British Provinces 3,439 ; and other Countries 783 Loads.




APPENDIX. 323

No. 7.

The Number of Merchant Ships, with the Amount of their
Tonnage, annually built in Great Britain, for the last Twenty-
five Years, with an Estimate of the Quantity of Oak Timber
used in the United Kingdom, for Maritime Purposes.

Year.| Ships. [Tonnage | Year.| Ships. [Tonnage|| Year.| Ships. [Tonnage

1789 627 | 58,027 || 1798/ 702 | 79,872 F 1806 606 | 58,772
1790p 577 | 57,137 || 1799 689 | 83,658( 1807| 629 | 58,161
17911 624 | 58,760 (] 1800{ B45 |115,349| 1808] 455 | 46,859
1792] 655 | 66,951 IBUIE 918 } 110,206 l 1809 448 | 51,248
1798 { 1810 501 | 68,281

65,583 || 1802 1,021 115,573
1794 555 | 55,600 | 1803 1,194 [118,238(] 1811} 597 | 88,121
1795 540 | 65,235| 1804 778 | 81,595[| 1812 870 115,630
1796] 628 | 84,928 || 1805 718 | 71,603 1813 760 | 94,198
1797| 630 | 78,250

Average A- Average A- Average A-
mount of tons mount of tons Imount ui'tunsz
annnally built * 63,385|lannually built 97,011 /|annually built 72,658
forthe 9 years for the 8 years for the 8 years

ending 1797. ending 1805. lending 1813,

Average of the 25 years, ending 5th Jan. 1813, viz. Ships 868.—Tons 76,638,
-

AN ESTIMATE OF THE QUANTITY OF OAK TIMBER ANNU-
ALLY USED FOR ALL MARITIME PURPOsSES IN GREAT
BRITAIN, viz.

Loads

For the building of new merchant ships, the tonnage

of which, instead of 76,633 tons, which appears,

from the above statement, to be the average amount

built yearly for the last 25 years, I shall, for the

sake of round numbers, state at 80,000, which, at

one load per ton, is* - - - - - - - - - 80,000
For repairing merchant ships+ - - - - - - - 10,000
For the supply of his Majesty’s dock-yards = - - - 40,000

Loads - 130,000

# Considering that this estimate is made in reference to Quebec oak, which is,
in general, die-square, and not under twelve inches upon the side, a load per
ton is more than equal to the quantity requisite.

t With the timber obtained from broken-up ships, 10,000 loads, will con~
stitute a sufficient quantity for repairs.

Y2




APPENDIX,

No. 8.

A Statement of the rapid Increase of the Employment which British
Ships have lately received from our American Provinces, viz.

Amount of the tonnage an-
nually cleared out from Que-
bec since the year 1797,

Amount of the register ton-||
nage cleared out from the
lower ports of the British| Gross amount o

provinces in the years 1807|[the register ton
to 1810. icleared out from

Number | Register
Fon. of Ships.| Tonnage.

our North-Ame-
Number | Register [|rican provinces.
Year. . e
of Ships.] Tons.

1797 87 | 18,349
1798 78 | 11,882
1799 | 125 | 17,941
1800 | 140 | 16,857

1801 | 175 25,736
28021 | 197 32,999

1803 208 26,493
1804 173 26,883
1805 170 26,506
1806 193 33,996
1807 239 42,293
1808 534 70,275

1806 690 90,251 124,247
1807 671 87,543 129,846
1808 883 119,298 189,573

1810 661

1309 434 87,825 || 1809 | 1,132
145,893 || 1810 | 1,091

148,739 236,564
166,101 309,994

Estimate of the Amount of the Freights of the Exports from our
American Provinces in the Years 1806 and 1810 respectively,
shewing the Increase in the course of these four Years.

Freights in Freights in

Ditto, ditto, in 1810, 143,893 a ditto - -
Amount of the register tonnage

cleared out from the ports

of the Lower Provinces in

1806, - - - - 90,251 a ditto - -
Ditto, ditto, in 1810, 166,101 a ditto ~ -

Total amount of the freights of the exports from
the British American Provinees in 1806 -

Total amountof the freights of the exports from
our British American Provinces in 1810 -

in the four years ending in 1810, was -

1806. 1810.
Amount of the register tonnage & iYshd £ s |d.
of ships cleared out from Que- |
bec in 1806, - - 33,9964 £8 perton, 27’1,958;

- = | =f-11.151,144

I

722,008

1,328,808

993.9?6‘

S ,{Jf 2,479,952

N. B. According to the above statement, the increase of freights from Quebec

e rdasg SR S I AT

Ditto, ditto, from the Lower Provinces in 1810, was « - - 606,800

Total increase in the four years ending in 1810% _£1,485,976

* This increase in the course of these four years exceeds the whole earnings
af British ships in all our trade to the East Indies and China.




APPENDIX, 325

No. 0.

The extensive and improveable Resources of ‘British Ame-
rica, exhibited by a Comparative'Statement of the Amount
of Tonnage cleared out from the Ports of ‘these Colonies,
and the United States, respectively, viz.

Cleared out upon an average of three years, ending V772, viz.

Trom the Colomies which revolted || From the loyal Colonies which now
and now form the United States. constitute the British provinces.
Total | Total
ot ameunt | et amount
Ships,| Tons. | o o E Ships.| Tons. | o ¥
nage. | nage.
{
For Great Bri- For Great Bri-
tain-—- - - | 628{ 81;,95H tain- - - = 2504 9,582
For the West- For the West
Indies - - -{2,207|111,939 Indies - - 151" “r35
Total| 193,890 Total] 10,517

Ships. ‘ Tons.

ey

Amount of tonnage cleared out from the British provin-
ces for Great Britain, the West Indies, &c. in 1810,
(being no less than about 30 times the amount cleared out

TR b ) R RN RSN AR K M s 1,752 309,994
Deduct the amount cleared out from the colenies which
we fost;and-that now form the United States« « <=« —1 193,890

Tong 116,104

Thus it appears, that the tonnage of the exports, from the
provinces which we now possess in America, exceeds that of
the exports which were made from the ‘colonies which we lost;
at the commencement of the late American war, no less than
116,104 fons,—a most convincing proof of how much more
consequence our present possessions, in that country, are to
us now than what those which we lost were to-us at the time
they revolted.
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APPENDIX,

No. 10.

The Importance of British America; exhibited by a compa-
rative Statement of the Imports which Great Britain has
received from these Provinces, and the United States re-
spectively, viz.

Imported 'upmr. an average of six years, ending 1774.

|
2 : h |
From the colonies which revolted

and now constitute the United States.

From the loyal colonies which now
constitute the British American pro4,
vinces.

£1,752,142 £125,372

In 1807.

From the United States, being the
lyear preceding the restrictions im-
posed by the American government, From the British provintes.
jand therefore amongst the greatest of
four imports from that country.

£6,551,410 £2,886,542
In 1808.
From'the United States,* l From the British provinces.
| £4,060,605.1
In 1809.
From the United States.® J From the British provinces.
\ £4,708,894
In 1810.
From the United States. ¥ J From the British provinces.
|
i £5,300,490.1

* The restrictive and hostile measures of the American government have
mterrupted any importations being received direct from that country since
1807, except by licence; the amount of these, however, have been but
trifling since that period.

t See remarks upon No. 2,
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[No. 10, continued. ]

"Thus it appears that the value of our imports from these
colonies, in 1810, amounts to upwards of an eighth part of the
average value of the gross amount of our imports from all
parts;* -and nearly equal in-point of value to the East-Indian
and. Chinese produce and manufactures which we import.
This statement, therefore, exhibits a very interesting view of
the trade of our American provinces. The vast importance
of this valuable branch of our commerce will be seen in
the clearest point of view, however, by observing that more
than half the value of these imports is derived from the earn-
ings of British ships.

Although, in point of value, our imports from the East
Indies and China, and from our British North American

provinces, may be about equal ; yet they differ greatly in
Lu our of thelatter, in point of the national advantages, which
we derive from our trade with these respective colonial
establishments. Three or four ships may import, of the
riches of India, to the amount of 4 million sterling :—but te
import, to the amount of a million of lumber, from the Cana-
das, an immense fleet of ships, manned with hardy sailors,—

our own countrymen, must be employed !!

* ‘The average value of our imports, for the Jast ten years, amounts to

about £38,000,000, exclusive of those from Ireland.
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APPENDIX,

No. 11.

1| i The great and rapidlyincreasing Demand from British America

: forBritish Manufactures, exhibited by a comparative State-
[N il ment of the Value of our Exports to the United ‘States,
=y ;F‘, and to our American Colonies respectively, viz.
E B
U
v : ;
= Exported upon an average of three years, ending in 1774.
|
4. ‘ Unitep StaTES. ! Brrrise Proviwvces. A
P I
v £ : i
|- ‘ To the colonies which re- To the loyal colonies which
) ' volted, atid now constitute now constitute the British
oy || the United States - - - 12,732,036} = American provinces - - | 379,411
r Exported in 1807.
- e . W I & o i adante)
o & To the United States; 11,864,518 To the British provinces| 1,717,998
T Exported in 1808.
Y |
To the United States ahout [5,241,739|{To the British provinces*|5,354,448

Exported in 1809.

To the United States t To the British provinces*|5,579,748

= il

Exported in 1810,

To the United States.t To the British provinces*{5,510,544]

* About £3,000,000 of theése have been for the United States.
t From the operation of the American embargo and non
sures few exports were or could be made to the States in these

See Mo, 2.
-intercourse mea-
two years.

i
|/
I
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APPENDIX. 329.

[No. 11, continued.]

This statement of the amount of produce and manufac-
tures expprted to our North American colonies, in the ab-
sence of official ‘documents, is' estimated upon the truest
principles which could be adopted, namely, the amount of
the exports from these colonies, as stated in the observations
upon No. 2. From a comparison of the relative value of '
their exports and imports, made, at the periods as_above
stated, with those of other countries similarly situated, or,
even with the trade of these provinces at former periods, it
will be found, from the propositions stated, and inferences
drawn in making this statement that our exports to these
parts must be considered rather under than over-rated,

The-imperts of British produce and manufactures, &c.
into these settlements, in 1806, was £1,457,588, and, in
1810, £5,510,544, an increase of upwards. of one-third of
the greatest of any one year’s demand from the United States,
and about three times the amount annually exported to our
vast possessions in the East Indies.*

This-increase ‘has o doubt been partly for the supply of
the United States. This circumstance, however, does not
lessen the importance of these colonies; but, on the con-
trary, increases their consequence, by shewing that the
American government have it not in their power to prohibit
our manufactures. This commercial facility, afforded us by
the local situation of these provinces, proves the vast impor-
tance of which the possession of Louisiana and the Floridas,
from their commanding situation, weuld be to the British
nation in this respect.

* The mverage amount of British produce and manufactures, aunually
exported from -this country, to the East Indies and China, from 1800 to
1810, was £1,218,535 ; and we are informed, from the best authority, that
no increase in this demand need be expected.

5
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1330 APPENDIX:
Wi No. 12.
MEt
,\' il BRITISH IMPORTS.
R\ ! :
/R Value of the IMpoRTS made into Great Britain, in the Years
S | ending the 5th January 1804, 1805, 1806, 1807,.1808,
¥ | ! 1809, 1810, 1811, 1812, and 1813, viz,
fo At ForEeigN ] EastIxn-
B Years ends |& Coroniar|  Irrsm |prawand|Fotal amommt(} Computed
B ing the 5th{ produce. Produce. [Cminzsefof the officiallireal value.
9 January. [Ofiicial value. Ofiicial value.| produce. value,
T i
A e e gl
i ] I
e , £ £ £ £ £
) D 1804 121,643,577 71  Tncluding [6,548,887| 27,992,464 —
L \ 1805 . 123,986,896 } Irish produce.|5,214,621 29,901,517 |144,492,697
Fa 1806, 121,292,870 2,970,598|6,072,160f = 30,344,62842,595,154 y
e 1807 21,841,005 3,248,181(3,746,771 98,885,9071{44,615,715 ‘m
1808 . 21,958,382 | 3,491,76713,401,509f 28,854,658 137,488,456 If
40 1809 (19,869,723 | 3,010,981|5,848,649 99,629,558(151,133,063
£ 2 1810 [26,933,625 3,475;759(3,363,025): - 83,172,409 -
l. 1811 35,146,975 3,280,747{4,708,413 41,136,135
. 1812 [21,201,450 3,318,979(4,106,251 98,6‘.’,6,580{
= 1813 , [19,445,574  [Not yet made| - Ditto. Ditto ‘
J {14 up.
\ * ] ¥
. 1'23,131,807 4,756,698} « 30,932,627} 42,336,943
Average of] |
the official {Average of]
value. ; 1804 to
‘ 1809.

From the above official statement the value of our imports,
exclusive of those received from Ireland, the real value of A
which amounts to about £4,500,000, may be computed to
be about £ 38,000,000.

According to No. 17 there appears to be 1,433,956 tons
of-shipping employed in the carriage of these imports ;. and
reckoning the freights or gross earnings of these ships at
£9 per ton register, it appears that of this £38,000,000
£12,905,564 has been made up of freight, viz.

Earned by British ships, £801,408 a £9 per ton, £7,212,672
Earned by foreign ships, £632,548 a ditto, £5,692,932

£12,905,504

Of this £7,212,672, earned by British ships, nearly

£9 500,000 has been in the trade with our North-American
colonies.—See remarks on No. 2.




2 3= i -
i
APPENDIX: 331 k
e
—
|
, No. 18. 'f
il | {
i BRITISH EXPORTS. ;
- :

‘ Value of the Exports made from Great Britain,in the Years
. ending the 5th January, 1804, 1805, 1806, 1807, 1808,
| 1809, 1810, 1811, 1812, and 1813, viz.

‘ British pro- WY ey "Total  a-

Years: end-] duce’ and Foreign and|trishiproduce| mount of
ing the 5th| mandfac- |colonial mer-fand manufuc:the wifigia’} Real value,
January.” 1 fures! chundize, ture. vdlue.

i
" sl s L
1804 22,252,027 9,526,468 }| Incladmg [31,578,4951151,109,131
1805 | 23,955,793/10,575,574 §|Irishproduce.|34,451,367| 53,028,881
1806 | 25,004,337| 9,552,423 308,085  |34,954,845( 50,482,661
1807 | 27,402,685] 8,789,568 335,151 |36,597,184149,969,746

1808 | 95,171,492| 9,105,897 289,322 |34.566,571|.66,017,712
| 1809 26,691,692 7,397,901 464,404 34,554,267
| 1810 | 35,104,132{14,680,514 502,244 (50,286,900}
e 1811 | 34,995,575(10,471,941 474,343 1 |45,869,859
ol 1812 | 24,131,734 7,975,396 302,541 132,409,671
10 1813 | 31,243,362(11,508,675 489,506 [43,241,541
e {
o, | |
{uem Average. | 27,586,075| 9,938,408 406,944  |37,844,070/|54,122,626
od Average of
804 14
1809,
1




APPENDIX.

No. 14.
AMERICAN SHIPPING.

A Statement of the Amount of the Tonnage of American
Ships, exclusive of Ships of War, shewing the immense
Increase which it has experienced from the Sacrifice
which the British Government made of the Rights and
Privileges of our Ship-Owners to the United States.}

e
Tons of Shipping
In the Year  |Value of Exports] owned by the Nusmber of
United States. Sr i
Dollars.
1790 16,000,000 450,000 27,000
1800 62,000,000 939,000 56,340
From Oct. 1805 95,000,000 * 1,433,000 % 86,848
ta  April, 1808?
being two years & *118,750,000 * 1,911,250 * 116,760 § ¢
a half, _s
‘LTons.

Amount of the tonnage of the American shipping in 1808, )
exclusive of shipsof war - - = - = = = = = =~ = 1,011,250 |
Amount of the tonnage of British shipping in 1808, exclusive {
of ships of war, and those employed in the transport-service, = 1,815,360 !

Amount which the AMerrcan ToNNAGE employed in'? i
trade exceeded that of the wioLE BRITISH sHIBPING 95,890
owned in 1808, exclusive of that empl yed by govemmcntj

- e

Those of the above numbers which are distinguished witl
an * are not from official documents, but calculated in that
ratio of increase which the preceeding years indicate, Indeed,
considering the very thriving state of the American shipping in
1805, 1806, and the beginning of 1807, 1 have no doubt it is
rather under than over-rated.

In the above estimation, there is only 120,000 tons of ship-
ping and 7,200 seamen added for the addition of Louisiana to
the United States. But, from the shipping actually owned by
this newly-acquired territory, and the ships which were built
in the States in anticipation of this new source of commerce,
the American shipping must have, no doubt, received a much
greater addition from this French transaction than the amount
which I have stated.

our West-
r ships in general,—

t See the observations concerning their intercourse with
Indian Settlements,—on the opening of our colonies to thei
and on the different effects produced by the operafion of their and our coun-
tervailing duties.
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APPENDIX, 333

No. 15.

GROSS AMOUNT oF THE TONNAGE oF BRITISH MERCHANY
SHIPPING,

The Number of Vessels with the Amount of their Tonnage
and the Number of Men and Boys annually employed in
Navigating the same, which belonged to the several Ports
of the British Empire,—to the Colonies as well as to the
British Islands, on the 30th Sept, 1803, 1804, 1805,
1806, 1807, 1808, 1809, 1810, 1811, and 1812, viz.

Years ending 30 Sept. Ships. Tons. Men.
1803 19,828 2,108,990 148,600
1804 20,713 2,210,508 148,598
1805 20,984 2,226,636 152,642
1806 21,106 2,208,169 150,940
1807 21,192 2,224,720 152,658
1808 21,542 2,265,360 151,781
1809 21,951 2,307,489 155,038
1810 22,577 2,367,394 158,779
1311 22,973 2,415,619 157,063
1812 22,996 2,421,695 159,710

Average for the last k laisg, x a

pon bl | £V 2,207,658 153,580
Tons.

Amountof our shipping in 1808, as stated above, that period
being the commencement of the interruption of our wsual
commercial intercourse with the United States - = = = 2,265,560

Dedact 450,000 tons, which may be about the amount em-

ployed by government in the transport-service, &c. - - = 450,000
{ross amount owned and employed for commercial and all

other purposes, (except in the service of government,) both

at home and abroad,—in coasting, fishing, foreign trade,

&c. &c. throughout the empire - - - =~ = - Tcns 1,815,360
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No. 16.

SHIPPING ANNUALLY ENTERED INWARDS.

The Number of Vessels, with the Amount of their Tonnage,
and the Number of Men and Boys employed in navigating
the -same; (including their respective Vaoyages;) which en-
tered INWARDS at the Ports of GREAT BRITAIN from ALL
PARTS oF THE WoRLD, including IRELAND, the Islands of
JERSEY, GUERNSEY, .md }I,\r«, and the Waanr-Fisue-

1799, 1800,

v g
AR O

Tatal amount of Brirism sures annually entered inwards in
our trade with foreign parts, upwards of «
of late been in the trade with our North=American colonies

Fonrias suips annually entered inwards in our trade with iorel,r,n
parts

third of which has

Tons

;9
}s

RIES, &c. In the Years 1790, 1791, 1792,
1801, 1804, 1805, 1806, 1807, 1808, 1809, 1810,
1811, 1812, and 1813 : viz.
. = B:o LA
0 ” BRITISH FOREIGN, gEF |
anding | E"?.*j 2
5th Ja=| | {= ;D;_:g%
nuary. | Ships Tons. Men. | Ships.| Tons. Men, |[EEB 5
> 59 @
r_‘ P =
1790 12,141/1,423,376 2,321] 277,599 11,700,075
1791 12,494(1,452,498 2,686] 521,684 11,774,182
17992 12,030{1,587,645 2,477} 304,074 11,891,719
1799 10,517(1,575,169 3,014 476,596 12,051,76
1800 10,496[1,379,807 5,512) 763,236 12,143,043
1801 10,34711,378,620 5,4971 760,155 2,158,775
1804 11.99611,614,365(  93,004| 4,257] 638,054] 33,660(/2,252,39
" 1805 10.50811,395,387)  82,979|| 4,271] 607,299] 50,744{12,002,686
1806 11,400]1,404,075| ' 87,148]| 4,515] 691,703] 34,719)2,185,778
1807 12.110}1,482,412] 88,963!| 3,799] 612,800| 31,346|2,095,212
1808 11.213}1,436,667]  84,997( 4,087] 680,144 32,448/2,116,811
1809 (| 11,5161,314,241] " 82,754 1,005] 282,892  15,5121,597,133
1810 12,65611,530,573  95,796( 4,992 759,287 58,265 2,298,860
1811 13.55711.600,588] 102,900| 6,876{1,176,243] 60,094(¢,785,831
1812 12,908|1,522,692| 94 710\5 3,216 687,180f ' 34,157] 2,209,872
1813 13,8691,579.715 96,371 2,556 518,443] = 25,519]2,098,158
' |
Aver 12,15411,498,872 90,965|f 4,039} 663,405 25,648]2,164,274
age of ’
1804 |
RECAPITULATION. Tons.

798,872

665,402

1,465,274

Amount annually, entered inwards from Ireland, Jersey, (Ju(‘rnsq 1
K 0
and Man, and the Whale Fisheries, § B0

about

Gross amount, aunually entered inwards, upon an average of the last
as above -

ten years,

Tons }’.’,164—,‘3? 4
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No. 17.

SHIPPING ANNUALLY CLEARED OUTWARDS,

The Number of Vessels, with the Amount of their Tonnage
and the Number of Men employed in navigating the same,
(including their repeated Voyages,) which cleared ouTwARDS
at the Ports of GREAT BRITAIN to ALL PARTS OF THE
WoRLD, including TrEvAND, theé Islands of JERSEY,
GUERNSEY, and MAN, and the WHALE-FISHERIES, &c.
in the Years 1790, 1791, 1792, 1799, 1800, 1801, 1804,
1805, 1806, 1807, 1808, 1809, 1810, 1811, 1812, and
1813 : viz,

0 O =
Years l BRITISH, FOREIGN. 2=/

o 29 .
eading || oo 2
5th Ja-|| z & fo=
nuary. r Ships. Tons. Men, | Ships.{ Tons. Men, |[EE8 i

SEeE
1790 12,56041,399,235 1,130{, 148,974 1,548,207
1791 13,51441,511,294 1,506 184,729 1,696,023
1792 || 13,391]1.563.744 1,138] 175.556 1,739,30(
1799 11,085(1,302,551 2,299) 414,774 1,717,325
1800 11,866|1,445,271 4,893] 685,051 2,130,322}
1801 10,282|1,345,621 5,626 804,880 2,150,501

1804 11,072)11,444,8401 92,943 3,662| 574,54¢ 30,414/12,019,382
1805 11,131]1,463;286} 93,748)| 4,093] 587,849 80,507 112,051,135

1806 11,603]1,494,968)  94,388]| 3,930 05,641 30,910]12,100,609
1807 |l 12,239(1,485,725] 94,573 3,457 567,988  29,616)/12,053,713)

1808 || 11,428/1,424,103] 89,715 5.846) 631,910] 51,411}2,056,013
1809 §.  11,923/1,372,8100 89,632 1,899) 282,145] 15,671/1,654,955
1810 | 12,490(1,531,159] 192,593) 4,530| 699,750 57,256(12,230,902)
1811 | 13,099/1,624,274| 107,724 6,641)1,158,527| - 60,870(2,762,844

1812 || 12,774{1,507,553 96,739)] 3,350} 696,234 37,262 2,203,587
1813 14,328/1,665,578} 105,004 2,647) 540,902 27,841112,206,420
(7}

an =

gg 12,208]1,501,408 105,898 3,804] 632,548 33,175]2,133,956
o

9

RECAPITULATION. Tons.
Total amount of Brrrisu suips annually cleared outwards in ourz
trade with foreign parts, upwards of onesthird of which has of 801,408
late been in the trade with our North-American colonies - -
Foreign :hips annually cleared outwards in our trade with foreign }
parts------—‘---—--‘---s

Carried forward Tous 1,433,956

632,548
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Brought forward Tons . 1,433,956

Amount annually cleared outward for Ireland, Jersey, Guern-} 700,000

sey, and Man, and the Whale Fisheries, about - - -

Gross amount annnally cleared outwards, upon an average of the } 2,133,956

laat ten yeass, as-above’ - - - &S oL e wd

Thus it appears, that, of the gross amount of the ton-
nage of British ships cleared outwards and entered inwards,
in our trade with all parts of the world, (except Ireland,
Jersey, Guernsey, ihe Isle of Man, and the whale fisheries,)
being 801,408 tons, 250,000 to 300,000 tons (no less than
the enormous proportion of one-third) has been of late in
the trade with our North-American provinces.

It is, nevertheless, necessary here o observe, that, as there
are considerable exports made from our North-American
colonies to our West-Indian settlements and foreign countries,
the amount, therefore, of tonnage cleared outward and en-
tered inwards in our trade direct to these provinces, do not
altogether shew so large a proportion as I have here stated.
By minutely investigating the subject, however, it will be
found that our Custom-house entries and clearances do not
indicate the full extent to which our shipping is supported in
the trade with our settlements in North America.

Regarding the tonnage which is cleared out from the ports
of our North-American provinces to our West-Indian settle-
ments and foreign countries, these provinces must, with refer-
ence to the proportionate amount of our tonnage employed in
foreign trade, which they support, in justice be put to
their credit. For it is to be observed that British ships are
only employed, and therefore were these exports not made
it isevident we must employ proportionably a smaller amount

of tonnage.
For instance, it sometimes happens that ships are cleared

out from this country to the West Indies to fake pro-
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duce from our settlementsithere to Quebec (or other parts
of  our provinces, in North America,) and Canadian pro-
duce from thence back to the Wesi Indies, and then West-
India.preduce to Gureat Buitain,

iNow, although, in’'the list of ships cleared outwards;

afd -entered 1|m'm|s in: the trade jof this country, none of!
such \stl‘l\ dppedr’ cleared out for “the British “North-
American ' provinces, yet| such -ships as evidently receive
i'fnljiojmeilt f'mu_;__U!_(\Lﬂxpf_{rts made from and the imports
made into these provinces, as if the y had been cleared out-
wards and entered inwards upon voynges’ dlrect between them
and Great Britain, ;

~Supposing that a_voyage direct to the West Indies and
back should be six months, and that its being. extended to
Québée, as-above, should lengthen it to twelvé;%and that the
freight for each of these parts.of the veyage should be £9
per ton ; " that case the ship“would " have only “earned £9
per ton in a trip to the West Indies and back ; but, in pro-
tracting the voyage to"Quebee; her earnings would be £18
per ton.. In such cases, although no ships are clédred out
for or entered inwards' fréin Canada; vet it'is evident that
that colony is entitled to credit for baving. afforded employ-
ment to half the amount of tonnage so employed.

In estimating, therefore, the extént to which our North-
American colonies contribute to the support of that part of
our shipping whicli is employed in foreign frade we “niust> Be
more guided by the amount of tonnage which is cleared
out with their exports than by the amount of tonnage cleared
outward and entered inward in our trade direct with lheao
provinces.

*® 10 extend the voydge, by going to Qucbec as here supposed, instead of
six, it would not add to it more than four months, although, o the sake
of perspicuity in elucidating the point under consideration, I have suppo

sed the two parts of the voyage equal.

z
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No. 18.

Amount. of Fish exported from the British Colonies in North America, in the
Years 1805, 1806, 1807, and 1808. i

18035. 1806. 1807. 1808.

Cwts. Cwis. Cwts. Cwits.
From Newfoundland - - | 586,860] 707,967 | 556,128] 582,036
From the other Colonies - 190,840 258,799 | 228,229 248,544

Cwts | 727,700 | 946,766 | 764,357 | 830,579

Averuge exported in these four Yeurs.

Cowits.
From Newfoundland = = « & v sie o o« - - &, 500,748
Trom theother Colonies - - =5 o o = = = = & & & 226,603

Gross average of the exports of fish fiom the British Colonies
in North Ameriéa, in 1805, 1806, 1807; and 1808 - . - {817,351

Deduet the annial demand from our West-Indian Settlements - 456,321
Sarplus, for which our Merchants and American Colofiists would -

have bad to find.a market; even had they supplied the whole

demand of our West-Indian Possessions - - - - - Cwt 361,130

P ——————

A Statement of the average Quantity of Fish imported into our West-Indian
Settlements, in the Years 1805, 1806, and 1807, being ‘uptothe Coms
mericement of . the Resirictions which the' Ameiicans imposed upon their
Commercial Intercoursé. with this Country and her Colonies, distinguishing
the Countries from whence imported.

Cuwis,
From the United Kingdom = ="'& = '« <7 2000 w0is i = 97,486
Fron the British American Colonies & <=t 0= Te —ve = ie] 170610
From the United States - = = - = = = = - = = = = 188125
Average amount of the demand for these three years - Cwt. 456,221

OF this demand from' our West-Indian Settlements, amounting;t 456,221
cwt. it dppears that 97,486 has been furnished by the Mother-Country,
leaving 358,735; swhicti 'shoaild have been supplied trom our own American
fisherics. But, ptrange and unaccountable as it may appear, although our
fisheries produced” 817,351 cwt. -and, from their discouraged state, were
capable of the greatest improvement, yet the British government encou-
raged the Americans to supply 188,125 ewk of this 358,735, whilst; from
their impolitic measures, they so cramped this valuable branch of trade
from our American Coloniés, that only 170,610 was supplied from our
fisheries in that quarter.

NP —The above statements are made out from the following authientic
i document.:

-
-

[fi

i

180
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(A )

Estimate of Quintals of Fism ExrorTin fmm the British Colonies in North America and

B Newfoundland, in the Years 1805, 1806, 1807, and 1808,
T o . Quintals, or
Cwt.  grs. Ib.
1805. Dry Fish « --Cod = = - 3= =1a" = = - - - .-623908 0 0o
| Salmon, 17,491, of 5§1b. each = - - = 760 3 11
£ - <is Bemings, 8,178 bpxes, 6 1b. each == - - -~ -438 0 12
Pickled Fish - - = - - 57,441 casks, 200 15, each 2=~ '". 102573 0 24

Quintals, or Cwt. 727,700 0 19

1806. Dryf-'isfl.-—-cod = = = = & = = = = = = =« 804819 0 0
Salmon, 17.688, of 5lb.each = - « - - 787 1 18

Herrings, 10,388 boxes, 61b. each =~ - - 556 8. O

Pickled Fishin mom = = = 28,738 casks, 200 Ib. each = - - 120,603 2 8

Quintals, or Cwt. 946,766 1 26

1807. Dry Fiak = - = Cad - - - - . " = - = S"SFIEIGITEST 0 O

Salmen, 12,658, of 51b.each = - - - - 564 35 13

: Herrings, 12,666 boxes, 6 1b. each = -~ - - 678 2 4

53 Pickled Fish = - - = - - 73,683 casks, 200 1b, each g= o ~ 184,576 . 3 4

P Quintals, or Cwt. 764,357 0 a1

i 1808. Dry'Fish - == Cod( s (a =108 =i e = = = = - - 695794 0 O

35t Salmon, 2441, of 51b, each = = = - - 18 3 25

e Hcrrings, 15,716 boxes, 6 Ib each'ss= - 471w L8410 3 20

Pickled Fish - = - = - - 74,942 casks, 200]b. each = - - 183,825 0 0

0 : Quintals, orCwt! 830,579 3 17
o | (B, )

i

1805, 1806, 1807, and 1808.

o Estimate of Quintals ‘of  Fysm 1meorngn intg the British West-Indion, Islands, in the Years
1 Quintals, or

-”‘E Cwit. qrs. 1b.
§ 1805. DiyFish -« - - = =« = = = « = = = - = -'- 2220357 0 0
i85 y In 986 barrels of 100 Ib. each =~ - -~ - = 880. 1 12
§10 Pickled Fish - - - 97,263 barrels of 200 )b, each = - » = 164,755 1 12
143 s T E e e
_i Quintals, or Cwt.” 385,992° 2 24
il f —_—
il 1806. DryFish - - - - - - - - -« - - = - = - - 2968130 0 O
d In 799 barrels of 100Ib. each = -~ - - = - 650 3 16
Al ‘ Pickled Fish = - = 149,264 barrels of 2001b. each ==~ .- .+ 264,042 3 12
i, ———
v‘nrﬁ ‘ Quintals; or Cwt: 522,823 . 3 0O
L . I
et o | 1807, - “Dry PFish K05870000 05, s Jaise dws ~LiE,023 Siofubiiossdbt . 0. 0
e | Tit 1,281 barrels of 100l each = = ss0n =2~y 1,145 3 0
] Pickled Fish = -+ 116,040 barrels of 200 b, each =~ » = 207,214 1 4
ndt : e < 8ER
o Quintals, or Cpit, 447,426 . 0 4
; S R S R A e S L 1 s
‘ ’ Tn 3,912 barrels of 1001b. euchigm < /w cmidn 3492 3 12
8

Pickled Fish = - - 112,247 barrels of 200 1b. each = ~ - - 200,441 0

Quintals, or Cwt, 394,610 3 20

z E‘ - e r————
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Comparative Statement of Fisu (divy and pickled) exrorTED from the British North- American

Colonies and Newfoundland to all Parts ;

British West-Indian Islands

from the said Colonies,

and-of Fisu (dry and picﬁn'td) IMPORTED into the
Newfoundland, the United Kingdom, wnd

the United States of Ameum. during the Years 1805, 1806, 1807, and 1808.

F15u exported to all parts from
the British.North- American -
Colonies & Newfoundland

Fisu imported from all parts }
into the British West Indies ¢

Excess Cwt

1805.

1806.

1 1807, 1 |t 1808.

Quintals, or
Cwt, qrs.lb.

727,700 0 19|

385,992 2 24

Quintals, or |
Cwt. -grs.1b.|

946,766 1 26| 764,357 0 21)830,579 5 17

529,823 3

341,708 1 23 423,

antd s, or | Quintals, or
Cwt. grs.lb.l  Cwt. grs.ib,

| t

The threé preceding
obtained from the
from the King’s North-America

ements are made

Custom-House,

in October,

n Colonies for the

up from the Accc
1809, and. when the

last year a

yunts (D.) and (E
returng of the
re produced,

) which were
exports
they will shew the

competency, aswell as the exertions of the British American Colonists, is a more conspicuons

mauner than in-any former year.

London, April 12, 1810.

Printed by order of the Committee of )Iﬂ‘chantsl

interested in the-trade

jesty’s North-American Colonies - - - =

and fisheries of his. Ma-

$

NATHANIEL ATCHESON, Secretary.

An Account of dry and pickled Frsu vx

( D.

)

yRTED into the British West Indies, in the Years

1805, , 1807, and 1808.
| !
| 1805. 1806. 1807, 1808.
Fisu, Dry, {——— ——— —
From 1 ar { Quintals.| Bar. I()uu tals.| Bar. I()mm.als
Fhe United Kingdom - - - | 474 365} . 4,637] 636 6,910 49| 31,808
'he British Continental Cd‘;fulnl‘}l “;mi 99 552 12} 113,937] 181} 128,154]3,194{ 147,100
I'he United States - - - - - - - | 148 118,051} 352| 149,556| -464| 105,004 669 11,674
. O e e e S |
total imports of Pry Fish - - -] 986] 220,357 T;’?‘i 268,130 ],'_’81; ?39,0{58!3,91‘3I 190,577
¥ . \ b
1805: 1806. 1807. 1808. 1
Frsn, Présrep, sevall e s P T j
From Earrels. Barrels. Barrels. Barrels. | §
he United Kidgdom - & -2 - 48,829 55,306 50,386 54,028
'he British Continental Colonies 23,580 36,741 54,505 53,885
I'he United States- - - = = ~ - 24,854 50,217 31,349 4,391
EE NS Y Bl ______..|
[otal imports of Pickled Fish - 97,263 142,264 116, 010 112,247

Cusron-Hovuse, London,

Oct. 20, 1809.

i\
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(E.)

An Account of the Quantity of Dry and Prexven Cop, and of all other Kinds of Fisn
EXPORTED. from. Canada,. Nova-Scotia, New Brunswick. Cape- vimn, Prince Edward’s
Island, and J\'euﬁ)un:i('wid, in the Years 1805, 1806, 1807, and 1808, ffistmmusfrmg each
Year.

1 g | ]

| Conb. | |

| q 0y ! Macx-

i e R AT RO . Herriwes. ||
Dry. [Pekled { | *REL,

I
J‘ :
| oxes
'Quilil.ai Casks 1<

asks. || Sm'ke

18085, Cédnada 2 == ' - . — 731 ‘
Nova-Scotia - - - - 29,504 3 1y 8,17
k; w Brunswick - - - <l 8,870 437 1,174 —
Cape-Breton- - - - - —i 16,538 1 — —_ s L i
Prince Edward’s Island || — — | — — | — — |l -
Newfoundland- - - - : 1,905 == 3,882 - 7891 —

Total - - - 31,1571 17 4&1 5,788!| 8,178{20,437(] 50

| | e
1806. ' Canpda &"=/3% SLICK [ 1,816] 1,527| ‘100! "8hol| — 100/ —
Nova-Scotia= = = - = | 85,410} 44,949 Cr7=‘i 280] m,;msl 1,532 709
New Brunswick - - - -[| 11,023 240{| 16,566 4, (1b€' — 9173l 90
Cape-Breton- - ~ = - & | 7,872 ]| E N SR | SEIE L T S
. Priuce Edward's Island || — e — i ? e
Newfoundland- - - - - 699,198| 1,304 —_ 1,136 9

Total - - -|:804,8

1807, Cangda™ vy S 5 | 150 275 28] | il b
Nova-Scotia - - - = < | 87,824 51,359 111 -
New Brunswick - - - 4| 13,654 202 | 12,265 975 3
Cape-Breton- - - + - - | 4,721 7} F— { -l N
Prince Edward’s Island ||  — — - | e ]
Newfoundland- - - - - {525,188 — 2,080/ 09
S D e L2 s asieriaiary | R
Total - - -||631,537| 53,176/| 12,653 v-u| ;u,:Jw‘u;,zmzl‘ 95
1808. Canada -~ - = ¢ -1 800 15 iJ et 484 —
Nova-Scotia - - - - - - 97,9621 49,567|f 604 [ 15,687) 248} —
New Brunswick - - - - F 22,244 153 1,812 20,245!| 849
Cape-Breton- - - - - { .5,034] 58 'il —_ 17( 44
Prince Edward’s Island {| — | — 1l — — | — ==
Newfoundland- - - - - %")ri&],?.'i | | 261 2 ,66 “u 157
| |l
| ' BT PR
Total - - -}j695, [ {} 15,716{28,6 ‘lj
| 1|

Cusrom-Hovuse, London, Oct.'20, 1809.
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INDEX.

America, thoreughly aware of the valueand growing impoi-
tance of our colonies upon her frontiers, shapes her
course accordingly, 8.

, her jedlousy and alarm at seeing the immense

extent of her territory along the Canadian frontier just

emerging from a dreary wildemess into a fine fertile
country, excited by her knowing that the whole profits
and advantages to be derived from its commerce must
result to the British, whilst they hold possession .of the

St. Laurence, 20.

, the extensive means.she possesses for fitting out a

‘navy, 174,

~, a reformation in the abuses in our commercial

arrangements with her a duty which has fallen to the

lot of the ministers of the present day, 202.

—, her rapid growth and immense resources, ibid.

———, her vast population, 283.

, the enovmous increase in her-exports, ibid.

~raee, her.immense shipping, ibid.

—. the vast acquisition of territory she bas acquired
without either ‘an 'army or a mnavy, but merely by her
threatenings and artful negotiations, ibid.

Americans, their reasons for conceiving this the most favour-
able opportunity ever likely to occur for wresting the

Canadas from Great Britain, 13.
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344 INDEX.

Americans, the British government at a loss how to rank
them -in the list of foreigners, ‘and,”'in her“dilemmé,
unfortunately placed them,  in many ‘respeets;’ even
upon a much more lamumufv luou-w than'either British
colonists, British ship-owners, or British merchants,
85, 86. :

— during our last war with them, almost without

- f an army, beat us out of the field, and,” without anavy,
| have ever since awed us into tdme submisdion’ ¥o the

R grossest violation of our maritime faws, 173.

——————, so much our superiors at negotiation” that’ the
| result of all our nmhu and cmnmr'u”u reguiations

‘ with ‘them have been the injury and sacrifi¢e both of the

British provinces and of the British shippint; 282

& t American shippinghas been reared and supported prific J;mll\
- <[ by a sacrifice of the rights and privileges of"'British
P S ship-owners, 174,

b ! B —, one of its prinecipal sources of support

has been the exportation of - deals and boards, 177,

4 sl X9 dpny Sfamonntof (No.14.) 332.
A American independence ought to have secuved io,our re-
| maifihe American colonies a multiplicity of privileges
| and’ advantages, “but; by our impolitic: measures, it
Y | wis u dedath-blowte their prosperity, 195.

Agricultire, 'state’of, 52.

N —— . “means which would promote ‘the extension of,

‘,.,w‘.: | {Uié the waite and unsettled lands in Canada, 222.

Agricultural improvements, - those of ‘which the!land ‘now
under éultivation'as capable, 225.

Agricultural ‘produce, ' a list of " that ‘exported ‘from the
Céinadas, (No/1) 300,

Atcheson, Mr. extracts from his Collection of Reperts, re-
specting the!"impoelicy < of “opening theports; of our

; WestIndia idlands ‘to1 the ships of - ‘the ‘United States,

b 79.

Lis reparding the hostile measures adopted by the
United States agdinst our'evinmerce,-82, 112, 116,

- Louidenderning the ‘impropriety of éxempting the
Amerieans’ from-an alien ‘or ‘countervailing duty, &c.

1200

J‘respecting the propriety- of - charging a ‘conn-

tervailing duty equal to that charged by Ameriea, 128.
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British. North-American provinces, their marking features

constitute a subject of the most interesting conse-
quence; 2,

g , their important proper-

ties, &ec. 11.

, the rapid improvement of,
has greatly excited the jealousy of the American govern-
ment and urged them on to the present war, 12.

, ihe geographical position
of, :14.

— , the important advantages
which their extended frontier bordering upon the United
States affords to British commerce, 18.

- - their . extent . of coast

?
navigable or accessible to ships from sea, greater than
that similarly navigable belonging, to  the United
States, previous to her taking possession of Louisiana,
26.

s their fishing coast, &c.
31. ;
, their soil, climate, inha-

bitants,, state of agriculture, exports, &c. 36.
;. reasons, why they have

not hitherto supplied our West-India colonies with
flour,. provisions, lumber, &e. 92.
- , their extensive, valuable,

and improveable, resources, 169,

. of greater impnrhmce to
the  .mothex-country. now than the colonies which she
lost at the conclusion of the last American war was to
her at that period, 172,

, their capability: of sup-
plying the mother-country and her West-Indian posses-
sions with lumber, 180.
——————-———=——, American independence
which ought te have secured to them a multiplicity of
advantages, was, by our own impolitic measures, rather
a death-blow to their prosperity, 195.

—— e capable of supplying
our West-Indian, settlements with flour, bread, grain,
provisions, &e. 199,

———, the most important colo-

nies we possess and therefore are entitled to an adequate
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share of those means which we possess for-the protec-

tion of ‘eur colonies in general, 236.
il British North-American provinces, ' their  great . superiority
1 compared with our Asiatic possessions, 297,
- < T - . 'their. wvast  importance,
-l from ‘constituing a door of access by which our manu-
e | factures can be introduced into the States.over her most
% i rigid prohibitory measures, 205.
o I British comimerce, the great facilities which it must receive,
Il from “the ‘extended frontier by which our. American
Y ‘ colonies and the United States communicate with each
L4 other, 18,

" British government, in many respects, been actually legisla-

5 ting in favour of the United States, 7.
> — — ., her measures better calculated to pro-
_ mote the intérests of the Americans than that of her
. own colonists, 10,
: ; her singular conduect in persevering in
het endeavours to purchase the friendship of, the Ame-

ricans by mean submission and coneession, 110,

i - merchants insulted by the British® government, hy
[ "HE { being told, at the same time that the Americans had the
‘i. [ ports of ‘our East-Indian settiements open to them, that

their being ‘granted the like privilege would endanger
A the safety of our whole Asiatic: possessions, 86
i-,""’;J, | Canada, reasons why the American government; conceived
b this the most favourable opportunity: for wresting it
en | from Great Britain, 13.
§ f v peographical position of, 14.
—— the quality of its soil—very superior, 37,—224.
— its climate, 41.
———, description of its inhabitants, “46.
‘ ——2le spopulation of; 47.
i i state of agriculture in,: 52:
il vgeres of cleared land which it contains, 56.
— . 'amount of erain produced in, 58.
~so, principal articles exported from, 69.
——, capable of producing hemp and flax suflicient for
the supply of the mother-country, 230,
, ‘wherein its danger consits, 238,
——— in what its safety consists, ibid.
Canadian cultivators, their attachments to old ! established
practices might be as easily removed as the local preju-
dices of the people of any other country, 228.
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Canadians, their loyalty and patriotism of great importance in
the defence of the Canadas, 240.

Canadian possessions, risking them almost unprotected as
we have hitherto done, calculated to excite the disaffec-
tion of ‘their Joyal inhabitants, 294.

Coast, navigable extent of, 25.
~, one of the most important properties which charac-
térize any country, ibid.

Colonies, the loss which we sustained in these hy the last
American war, occasioned by the extravagant contempt
in which our government held the Americans as an ene-
my, 237.

Commerce, British, — the great and important facilities
which it must receive from the.extended frontiers by
which the Buitish North-American; wolonies comumuni-
cate with the United States, 18.

, Privy-couneil system of, 142.

Commercial greatness of Great Britain . derived. from the
superior excellence of the British constitution, ibid.

Countervailing duties, the enermous advantages allowed the
Americans in those charged by them and, us respec-
tively, 119.

- , have neither. for: their abject the gene-
ral policy of the importatiorn of the goods which con-
stitute the subject, nor thie fund which they furnish, but
are specifically intended to affect the ships so as ‘to se-
cure the government - charging them the carriage of the
goods, 120: ik

, that charged by the British government
22d. per ton, and that by the American government £3
per ton; for the protection of their shippiug respectively,

—a diflerence of 3,300 per cent. allowed in tavour of

America, 125,

e —, ours known to exist only by embellish-
ing an act of parliament, or by the prominent feature
they formed in a compilation of our cusiom-house du-
ties: but the Americans were known to exist by their ope-
ration,<~by promoting the prosperity of her. shipping,
and: crushing ours, 132.

; Britishy 'a Table of, 316,

, American, a Table of, 318.

— , the data by which they were regula
ted by the: British  and " Americans, extremely fa-

hade” a3
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vourable to America, and proportionably ruinous to
British shipping, 319.

Duties, United States produce admitted by proclamation-at
the same rate of, as the produce of our own colonies, 79.

Deals, Quebee, their dimensions, 175.

——=, the manufacture and exportation of, from Canada,
of great importance, and capable of great improve-
ment, 176.

Englishmen, humiliating circumstance of their being obliged
to be metamorphosed into Yankies, ‘merely to gain the
eonfidence of the British government, 87.

Enemies produce, the mischievous effects of our almost un-
limited importation of, 150.

~==——, every species of, of which we could' ob-

tain  sufficient supplies from our own colonies and

friendly nations ought to be prohibited, 152.

—————, the three classes under which it ought to
be arranged, either for regulating its prohibition or im-
portation, 156.

Exports, Canadian, a list of for the last ten years, 300.

, value of, in the years 1806 and 1810,

shewing their vast increase in these four years, 804.

» value of, from our North-American provinces for

five years, 510.

, to our American colonies and the United States con-
trasted, 328.

———==, " British, to all parts, value of, 331.

Fisheries, those of Labradore, Newfoundiand, the numerous
islands“in the gulph of St. Laurence, &c. secured and
protected ‘only by the pessession of Canada;and our
other American provinces, 30.

,'in British America coniribute greatly to our mari-
time' power and independence, 3.

Fish, quantity of, annually exported from the British Ame-
vican colonies, 290. _

~———, quantity of, annually exported from Newfoundland, 338.

- fftiantity of, annually exported from the other colonies,
execept Newfoundland, ibid, ‘

——; "quantity‘of, annually consumed in'the, British. settle
ments in the West Indies, 289.

Flour'and provisions carried from the very banks of the St.
Biaurence “to the porls of the United States, to he
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shipped “by Ameriean’ ships to our West-Indian settle-
ments, 206.

- » ‘the means which might be rendered ef-
fectwalofor drawing 4 quantity of, from the United-
States side of the St. Laurénce, sufficient for the supply
of our West-Indian settlements, and thereby secure the
carriage of them to our own ships, 219,

Frontiers, the extent of, by which the British North-American
provinces and the United States have now begun to meet,
upwards of 1200 miles. The advantages to be derived
from this circumstance, 20,

Flax,i“method of cultivating it in Canada. Good: crops
generally produced, but destroyed in the management,
GO,

==, wereeach fariner in Canada to raise only an acre of; for
exportation, & quantity sufficient to supply the demand
of ‘the mother-country would be thereby produced, 234.

Greographical position of our North-American Provinees, 14.

Government, the British, have not only been countenanced
by'the eounitry in general ‘in making saerifices to Ame-
rica, “but'have ‘been almost invariably urged on to
further concessions, 287,

Grain; quantity produced in Canada, 58,

Hemp, failure of the attempts hitherto made to introduce its
cultivation’'in Lower Canada accotinted for, G3.

» failure of the Canadians in their attempls to raise
it, occasioned by their ignorance of the management
of ‘it'in- particulay, and the want of success of those
who have. preiénded to instruct them has arisen  from
anignorance of agriculture in general, 64,

,» only one acre of, cultivated by each farmer in
Canada, 'would “produce u quantity sufficient to. sup-
ply the nmtlier-cuuntry, 234.

Imports, " of " British manufactures; &e, into our North-

American colonies, value of, 311

<, Britishy ' fiom ‘all parts, value of, The proportion

of these which is made Up of the freight - of British

ships, and how much of this freight in the trade with

our American’ eolonies, ‘328,

Indians, they neither esteem’ us Dbecause we are . British,
nor hate - our enenies mérely because they are. Ameri-
caus ;7 but, as'well “as civilized nations, must have
more solid considerations for their friendship, 241,
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Indians, the circumstances which secure to us their friendly
alliance, 241, 242.

<, the nation greatly indebted to the North-West-
Company for the friendly disposition of, 243.

e, their alliance in the last American war, had it not
been: for; the culpable ignorance of ' our negotiators
would have secured to us what now constitues one of
the richest and best portions of the United States, 244.

Lords of - the Committee of Privy Council, their observa-
tions regarding the United States, recommending a
proper respect being paid to the laws of the Jand, and
an observance of the rules adhered to by other nations,
in prohibiting the ships of foreign countries from en-
tering the ports of our colonies, 79, 80.

Lumber, the Americans, restrictions upon their own com-
merce, and Buonaparte’s continental system, have fully
convinced us of the capability of our provinces in
North America to supply, not only our West-Indian
possessions, but also the mother-country with that
article, 187.

ey the low duty charged in Great Britain upon that
imported - from America, has greatly encreased the
American shipping, and proportienably crushed the
growth of ours, 113.

o, the absurdity of our ever having admitted, the
high. freight to which that of America, on account of
distance, is liable; as a plea for a diminution of duty,
140.

e, capability of the British North-American colonies
to supply the mother-country and all her other colo-
nies with, 180.

. _the increase which_the Canadian exports of, ex.
perienced in only four years, equal to the supply of our
West-Indian settlements, 184.

Licensing system, 142.

Licence, destructive effects of our almost unlimited 1mpor-
tations of enemies produce by, 150.

Louisiana, the impolicy of which our government has been
guilty, in allowing the Americans to take possession
of, 248.

, taken possession of by the Americans, in trust for

e

Buonaparte, 267.
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Louisiana, its value to us greatly enhanced by its contiguity
with our West-Indian islands;" by the door it would
open for the introduction of our manufactures, both
into the United States and Mexico, 268.

~———— by possessing it and the Canadian provinces,
our territory would completely surround the United
States, and thereby place at our disposal the whole
Indian force, by which we could keep the Americans
in check, almost without the aid of Britishtroops, 269.

, the act of our taking possession of, would be
attended with so many important advantages to the in-
habitants as would secure their firm attachment' to our
interest, 270.

Manufactures, our exports of, important- to the nation at
large, in proportion to their great value, but of ‘com-
paratively small consequence to our ship-owiiers in
proportion to the smallness of their tonnage, 191.

Marking-features which constitute the essential character
of our North-American colonies, 2.

Ministers allowed America to gain more by négotiation,
in' making the last peace with her, than she had gained
by a bloody contest of seven years,' 247.

, being at last sensible of the'impolicy of  further

concession to America began to retract, '288,

, have not only been conntenanced in making sa-

crifices to the United States, but have been‘alse invariably

urged on to the most mean and submissive ‘coneessions

to them, 287.

, in attempting to reform the abuses in- our trade
with the United States have'been assailed both by the op-
position in parliament, who have been the constant ad-
vocates of the Americans, and by the clamour of an
interested party ‘from  various parts of 'the ¢country,
269.

Nova Scotia, geographical position of, 14.

New Brunswick, ditto ditto, bid.

—————, and Nova Scotia, their’ prineiple arlicles

of export, 70,

Navigablé coast of the British North- American 'provinces,
25.

, compared with the ‘coast of the United

States, 26.
Navigation of the St. Laurence and the Laukes, the advan-
tage to be derived from it, 22,
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Navigation, the principal source from whenee flows the

L riches and independence of nations, 25.

: | Navigation-laws, relaxation of, to the United States, by

: i opening the ports of our colonies to their ships, 78.

— ——, the suspension of, by the zct of 23 Geo,

i IIL. e. 39, as far as relatéd to the United States, placed in

= i the power of the Privy Council, who, by virtue of this

- I act, have persevered in a shameful system of concession

W to the American government ever since, 79.

2 North-West-Company, the British nation in a great mea-

X sure indebted to that establishment for the friendly

| { alliance of the Indians, 243.

N i1} Negotiators, the enormous sacrifice of the British-interest

- il made by those appointed to conduct our negotiations

& - in making the last peace with America, 245.

Oak Timber, quality of, &ec. 169.

- quantity of, exported annually from Quebec,

300, 309.

—, quantity of, used in Great Britain, for all
maritime purposes, 323.

Pine, yellow and red, their guality, &e. 173.

. Quebec, ships built at, the great difference in the guality of,

Y | accounted for, 171.

5 St. Laurence, the river of, must be the channel of the trade
of all that immense extent of American. territory upon
its south banks, just emerging from a dreary wilder-
ness into a fine fertile country,—its importance to Great
Britain on that account, 20.

- e . the river of, a few of the advantages re-

o sulting to Great Britain, from the navigation of it,
and the chain of lakes which it unites, 22.

| — . the natural channel for the trade of all that

- vast fertile country upon the banks of it and its lakes,—

| nothing short of the confused and vacillating disposi-

{ tion of all our conceins in that quarter, as has hitherto
existed, will prevent our reaping the whale profit of the
commerce of that country, 205.

Ships, Quebec-built, the difference in their quality and
the variety of opinions respecting that circnmsiance
accounted for, 171.

~—  British, a.table shewing the amount of the tonnage
of, annually built in Great Britain, 323,

i the amount of the tonnage of,  annually

cleared out from Quebec, for fourteen years, 324.
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Ships, British, the amount of the tonnage of, cleared out
from thie whole ports of British North-America, for
five years,' its great amount, 324.

Shipping, and commerce, our enormous sacrifice of, . to the
United States, 75.

St American, one of the principal sources 'of its
support has been the exportation of deals and boards,

dgh !

—, American, a table shewing the amount of the
tonnage of, which exceeds that of  the British merchant
shipping, ‘except that employed by government, 332.

————, British, depends principally upon our imports for
support, 191.

wieia merchant, the gross amountof, 383

—, a table shewing the amount of, annually entered

]

inwards, at the ports of Great Britain, from all ‘parts

of ' the world;  shewing also, what propertion was from

foreign ports, and how much of this British; and also,
what proportion in the trade with our American colo-

nies, 334.

—, a tabld shewing the amount of; annually. cleared
outwards from Great Britain to all parts of the would ;
shewing also, what the proportion to' foreign  ports
amounted to, 'and 'how much of this: cleared out to
foreign ports was British, and, likewise, what propor-
tion of it to our North-American colontes, 333.

oiorupwards of one-third of all the British shipping
cleared out to foreign parts; supported by the trade
with our North-American provinces, ibid.

Ship-owners, British, the great disadvantage under which
they labour from the high price of their . ships in any
competition with foreigners, for freight, 163, 320.

Ship-wrights and’ sailors, British; by @ scheme founded by
Amevican wisdom, foresight, and low, cunning; upon
British imbecility and pusiilanimity for turning over the
British shipping  te America, have been sent to the
United States to build and ' man the American shipping,
286.

Suil of 'the Canadas, quality of; 37.

Statesman, the subjects with which he should be acquainted
to enable him to negotiate to advantage concerning our
American’colonies, 3.

Staves; ‘American, at this very moment only chargeable at

Aa
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one-third the duty which is charged upon thoseimported
from countries in the strictest amity with us, 117,

Staves, Quebee, an important item of the Canadian exports
of lumber, 178.

— , their quality considered, in the London mar-
ket, equal to that of those imported from Dantzic, ibid.

———m——— | quantity of, exported from Quebec, 179.

Timber, thelow duty charged in Great Britain, upon that
imported from America, has greatly increased the Ame-
rican shipping, and proportionably crushed the growing
prosperity of our own, 113,

» the absurdity of our ever having admitted the high
freight of that of America isliable, on account of dis-
tance, as a plea for a diminution of duty, 140.

~—-——, capability of the British North-American colonies to
supply the mother-country and all her other colonies
with, 180.

———, Canadian exports of, increased five-fold in: the
eourse of four years, 182,

—————, the increase which the Canadian exports of, experi-
euced in only four years equal to the supply of our
West-Indian settlements, 184.

Talleyrand, his description of the fertility and other valua-
ble properties of Louisiana, terms the river Mississippi
the Nile of America, 248.

s =, €xfiract from a pamphlet which he wrote, stimu-
lating the government of his country to take measures
for securing the possession of Louisiana, 249,

Trident, our government systematically yielding it up, by
mean concession, to the Americans, who, being thereby
encouraged to attempt wresting it from us by foree,
have thereby saved it to us for the present, 286, 287.

United States government, reasons why they conceived this
the most favourable opportunity for wresting the Cana-
das from Great Britain, 13.

» produce of, admitted into Great Britain at the
same rate of duties as the produce of our own colo-
nies, 108.

e . hier immense territory, her extensive shipping,
and the vast magnitude and increase of her resources in
general, deserve our serious attention, as well as the late
overgrown power of Buonaparte upon the continent of
Lurope, 275-6,
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r United States, her sea-coast and maritime faculties equal to
" \ those of France, Holland, Germany, Russia, Sweden,

Denmark, and Russia, both with respect to extent and

: the number of people lately employed in maritime af-
L M =
d ; fairs, 277-8.
J ; ——— ,'the people of, before the commencement of
" the present hostilities, have been by our government
| put upon a more favourable footing with us than our
we true and faithful Canadian colonists, whose blood and

treasure were and are at this very moment chearfully
f sacrificed to the salvalion of our Canadian provinces,
? 280.

West-Indian colonies, reasons why our American provinces
| have not hitherto supplied them with flour, lumber,
! &e. 92

3 West Indies, British settlements in, a table shewing their
| \ annual demand for lumber, flour, fish, provisions, &ec.
. and by whom furnished,—by whose ships carried, and the
diminutive proportion carried by British ships, 321,

-
i

) THE END
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