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PETER DU CALVET, Esa.

Of Montreal in the Province of Quebeck.

CONTAINING,
(Amongft other Things worth Notice,)

An Account of the long and fevere Imprifon-
ment he fuffered in the faid Province by the
Order of General HaLpimanp, the prefent
Governour of the fame, without the leaft
Offence, or other lawful Caufe, whatever.

To which is prefixed,

A DEDICATION of it in the French Language,
{(Mr. Du Carver not underftanding Englifh)

To the King’s Moft Excellent MAjEsTY,

Humbly imploring the Protection and Countenance
-of his Majefty’s Royal Juftice in his Endeavours
to procure fome Compenfation for the Injuries he
has received.
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LONDON,
Printed in the Year M.DCC.LXXXIV.

&



ek ﬁmﬁnﬁgﬂctaf'}cﬂm
w*"fﬂ Sfm?‘.ml heai sﬂ% m Ma‘! 34,3 ]

43"“-

'*-!4"3 3 ;.'!i!_; ¢
_'{:"‘a:x’ﬂ‘ﬁ *nsff:rawil ﬁc’!»f‘ 2 na;}i'q{; ot

A Ay ﬁsma.,s#.) Lf z,if-‘w'~“i sy 3*13«””.,.‘_. %

* : 3 !‘Tl)m:; ad - 8.(‘ m 5’.“%‘ Muﬂlgw%‘ a‘ﬁ

S . e “‘m‘mnmd Bk S
S ; gt Bavissa

‘-'—'“‘i‘ S o S R T i ¢ e
. 1 ] - $ B e » ,‘le 2y - rina
ot 'H f)f:{ "”1 0 sI : g

X < . - L . :
; ATRZRI.333. 00 woT Sl ak batel




A

Sa trés Excellente MA]ESTE’?,'
GEORGES IIL

Roi de la Grande Bretagne;
o

Des Provinces y appartenant, &c. &c.

UN Roi e ‘pour fes Peuples 5 et ce font Jes
cocurs de [es [fujets qui formentle tribunal oi [é
décide fans appel le Genre dimmortalité qui
DVattend.  Les nétres ont depuis long-temps
prononcé en faveur de vitre Majefié - Elle
met  fa giaz'fe d éttre le Pére de fes [ujets:
Elle weftime dans la Royauté que le pouvorr

gi'elle lui domme de faire des bereux. La
a Clemericey



vi DEDICMITION,

Clémence, " Humanité, I Amour de la FJuflice
et des Loix, toutes les wvertus regnent avec
elle fur le tréme. La reconnoiffance publique
fe charge de tranfmettre @ la pofierité le nom
de vitre Majefié avec touts les tranfports de
I’ Admiration et de I’ Amour.

Un Sowverain d’un caraflére auffi augufle
ne mérite que des fujets qui lui reffemblent.
S’il députe des officiers généraux pour le re-
préfenter dans fes domaines éloignés, ce me peut
étre que dans la conflance et la préfomption
de leur woir copier fes vertus d’adminifira-
tion. Tromper des wviies fi dignes de la Roy-
auté, ce feroit trabir la Royauté méme en lui
imprimant une tache étrangére, qu'elle ne fe-
roit pas capable d’imprimer elle-méme & [a

| e
gmzre‘.

Cette trabifon, Sire, cettg dégradation de
le Grandeur Royalle, a of¢ fe produire 2 la
Jace de toute une colonie Angloife. Un étran-

ger
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ger (car un Anglois, député pour repréfenter
le  meilleur des Princes, rougiroit d’étre
tiran) un éfranger en eff le détefiable ou-
teur. L'infortunée province de Québec a été
le théatre cu elle a éciaté avec audace, & la
terreur de fouts [es babitants. Le defpotifne
dans le coeur, et un fceptre de fer @ la
main, le Général Haldimand ny gouverne
pas, mais il y gourmande les peuples en ef~
claves. A la faveur des oppreffions les plus
atroces, il n'oublie rien pour afforblir — Que
dis-je ¢ pour brifer fans refour,— les liens
de Sentiment qui attackent les fujets an Sou-
verain: Il compromet, par [es vexations
inotiies, Vhonneur de la Nation, qui met [a
gloire @ #'avoir daus fon fein que des Lommes
libres, et qui me fe doutoit pas, en ladep-
tant, qu'elle s'incorporvit un tiran réfou d
mettre aux Jers une partie de [is fujels.
Car telle eft aujourd’bui, Sire, la trifle defiinée
de la province de Québec. Tout y gémit fous
un Joug de fer: lo tyramnie y deéploye fans

a2 1=
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ménagement tout I'appareil de [es fureurs :
Les pleurs, les gémiffements, la terreur, le
defe[poir, y regnent de foutes partss et, fo
diverfes circonflances ne mettoient des entraves
o une fuite générale, la province de RQuébec
feroit bien-tét déferte. Ce qu'il y a de plus
atroce, c'eff que [auteur de ces calamifés
prétend les confacrer, en fe parant du nom
de véire Majefé quil repréfente, et en fe
couvrant de Pautorite -royalle, en vertu de
laquelle il prétend agir 5 ceff @ dire, qu’ a
ne juger de la perfonne royalle que fur fes
prétenfions du meilleur des Princes dans lur-
méme ¢ Londres, le Général Haldimand en
Jait @ Québec le plus odieux des Sowverains
par repréfentation.  L’outrage fait au Mo-
‘narque ef aux Sujets ¢ff fangiant.  Mais,
placé au deffus des loix par fa place, le cou-
pable [z joiie & RQuébec de toute Fuftice 5 il
y triomphe de fon injuflice, et y joiiit avec
impunité de [es fureurs,

Bourrelé
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" Bourrelé par les remords cuifants d'une con-
Setence qui le juge et le condamne, e Gowverneur
Holdimand n'ignore pas e vengeance éclatante
que les Loix lui préparent @ Londres. 1l ne peus
leur échaper que par une fuite clandefline et bon-
teufe dans fa patrie, pour aller y étaler le [pec- .
tacle d” une opulence gagnée dans un fervice gi'il
a défbonoré par fa tyrannie. C'eft & cette indigne
mefure qu'tl femble vouloir avoir recours, quand
Uexpiration de fon Gowvernement, en le rendant
4 fa condition privée, Paura conféquemment

rendu fufliciable des Loix,

Sire, la Gloire de Ia perfanne royalle de vétre
Majefté, la glire de toute la Nation, celle, enfiit,
de la Conflitution d” Angleterre, réclament baute-
ment pour le punir ou lui ou moi;—Lui, 57/ a
defbonoré la Majefié royalle, qu'il repréfentort ;—
et Moi, fij'ofe ici déférer inmjuflement le repré-
fentant de mon Souverain aw tribunal de mon
Souverain méme, et a celui de toute la nation,

Avoir repréfenté au meilleur des Princes les drotis

de
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de la Sfuftice opprimée, ¢ft un gage affuré. de I

woir bien-t0t fatisfaite par les voyes dignes de fa@

Sageffe et de fon Equité,

- Dans un cas d'une conféquence bien moins im=
portante, -d'un fujet Canadien (Monfieur Cugnet
de Québec, en lannée 1762,) qui fe plaignoit,
quoiqu’ @ tort, des invellives outrageantes d’un.
Gouverneur (la Général Murray,) vitre DBla-
jefté fit juger juridiquement I'accufé fans avoir
égard @ [a qualité de Gouverneur. e ne puis
citer a I'imitation de vitre Majefié un plus illuffre
modele @ copier, que vitre Majeflé méme :---Sur-
tout, dans une circonflance vu foute ure Colonie
alarmée, (pour fé confoler de fes malbeurs dans
Uefpérance de les woir adoucis ou réparés,) at~
tend la- Suftice que je follicite dans le DMémoire
que j'ai I'bonmeur de préfenter au tréne, et qui
ne contient quune légére ébauche de mes perfécu-
dzons et de celles de touts les Canadiens. Sur le
bord de ma foffe, creufée d’avance fous mes pieds
par les violences de la tyrannie, mon jugement eff

lunique
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lunique efperance qui me refle pour mourir au

moins avec bonneur ef content.

Fai lhonneur d'étre, avec le plus profond
vefpect et le dévotiement le plus univerfel,

SIRE,

De vitre Majefie, le trés bumble
et trés obéiffant Serviteur,

et tres affectionné Sujet,

BIERRE DU GALVET.



ADVERTISEMENT.

HE following Cafe of Mr. Du CALVET has been

drawn up under his infpection, and from materials
furnithed by him ; and every page of it has been ex-
plained to him in the French language as foon as it has
been written ; and fuch alterations and correftions have
been made in different parts of it as he thought were
neceflary to make It perfe@ly exprefs his meaning: So
that it may be juftly confidered as being as much his
own ftatement of the facls it relates as if it had been all
written by himf{elf in the French language.
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PETER DU CALVET, Esa

Of Montreal in the Province of Qucbeck.

R. Du Calvet is a French proteftant;

born in the province of Guienne

Old France, of a good family at or

near Touloufe. He was heir to a handfome
eftate in land in that country, which has
fince fallen to him upon the death of his fa-

ther in the year 1762.

In the year 1758, while the province of
Quebeck, then called Canada, was yet {ubject
to the crown of France, he refoived to go
and fettle in it as a merchant, and, with that

view; he procured an affortment of goods
A fuited
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fuited to the trade of that country, with which
he fet fail for Quebeck in the beginning of
April, 1758. He was thip-wrecked in the
river Saint Lawrence, about roo miles below
the town of Quebeck, and loft his goods ;
but purfued his voyage without them to Que-
beck, and arrived there in the month of June.
He ftayed at Quebeck but a fhort time, and
went foon after, about the end of July, to
Miramichi, a French port in that part of A-
cadia, or Nova Scotia, which is out of the
peninfula of that name, with a new affort-
ment of goods which he had procured at
Quebeck, where he was appointed Garde-
magazin en chef, or principal commiffary of
the French king’s provifions and ftores at that
port, at which many of the poor French fet-
tlers in difterent parts of Nova Scotia, or A-
cadia, whoare generally known by the name
of the Acadians, and who had lately been
expelled from their fettlements by the Britith
government, had taken refuge. Thefe un-
happy peeple, to the number of three or four
thoufand fouls, were at that time maintained
at the French king’s expence upon provifions
furnithed from his ftores. At this port of
Miramichi there were at that time above a
hundred Englith prifoners, chiefly officers
and foldiers; to whom Mr. Du Calvet did
all the fervices in his power during the whole
time of his continuance in that office of Com-
miflary, both at the aforefaid pelt of Mira-

michi
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michi and at the poft of Riftigouche in the
Baye des Chaleurs, to which Mr. Du Calvet
removed the French king’s magazines of pro-
vifions in the following moat 1 of May, 1759,
and which was about 200 miles from the
former poft, on the north fide of it. Of this
good treatment of the Englith prifoners at
this poft, the following extract from a certi-
ficate given him by lieutenant Cefar Cormick,
of major Rogers’s body of Rangers, who
was one of them, will be allowed to be a

{ufficient proof.

To any of bhis Majefly’s Officers,
greez‘iﬁg.

«« Whereas the bearer, Mr. Du Calvet,
¢ Commiffary at Riftigouche, has been of
¢¢ the greateft fuccour to our poor prifoners
¢¢ here, 1 do hereby earnelftly befeech any
<« of his Majefty’s fubjects into whofe hands
¢« he may fall, to let the world fee that the
¢ candour of Britons f{urpailes that of all
¢¢ other nations; and they will oblige him
¢ who fuffers daily in being abfent from the
“ glorious expedition now in hand.

Cormick.”
Riftigouche,
Auguft 28, 1759,
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Rut before Mr. Du Calvet quitted this em-
ployment, he had an opportunity of doing
/Ar. Cormick and about thirty of his foldiers,
a mere important fervice.  Many of their
companions bad been rcleafed by order of the
French commander at the aforefaid poft of
Miramichi, and fent by fea to Fort Cumber-
land or Halifax in Nova Scotia, in confe-
quence of the inconvenience of keeping them
there as prifoners, where they helped to con-
{ume the provifions in the French king’s ma-
gazines, which began to run fhort, and for
which there was {o large 2 demand for the
poor Acadians in that country, and the In-
dians in the French intereft who were afiem-
bied there. And now, as it was thought
that Quebeck either was, or would foon be,
taken by General Wolfe’s army, a refolution
was taken by Monfieur Bourdon, (the princi-
pal officer of the king of France, that was
at that time at the poft of Riftigouche,) with
the knowledge and approbation of the Aca-
dians at that poft, to releafe Lieutenant Cor-
mick, with the remaining Englith prifoners,
who were upwards of thirty in number, in
like manner, and to convey them by fea
to Fort Cumberland, near Halifax. This
was about the end of Auguft, 1750.

As foon as the Indians at this poft and its
neighbourhood, to the number of about two
hundred, became acquainted with this refo-

: lution,
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lation, they met together, and determined
to endeavour to prevent the execution of it,
They faid, ¢ ‘That hitherto the poft of Rifti-
¢ gouche was unknown to the Enghﬂ‘ and

¢ therefore not liable to be attacked by them,
¢ as the former poft of Miramichi had been ;
“ but that, if thefe prifoners were fet free,
and permitted to go from thence to Fort
“ Cumberland or Halifax, they would ac-
“ quaint their countrymen with the fitna-
tion of it; and that the confequence would
be, that a party of Englith troops would
“ be fent to invade it, and burn their huts,
¢ and drive them out of the country; — and
that therefore it was neceﬁary to put all
¢« thefe prifoners to death.” And accordingly
they determined to fall upon the prifoners
and murder them without delay, to prevent
the intended releafe of*them. This refolu-
tion of the Indians alarmed Mr. Du Calvet
and Monficur Bourdon, (the principal officer
at Riftigouche) exceedingly ; and they there-
upon cilléd a meeting of the Acadians under
their direCtion, to confult about the beft me-
thod of protecting the prifoners from their
fury ; and it was there refolved, that the faid
prifoners thould be immediately {fent on board
a veilel of about 60 tons burthen, with thlztv
chofen men to guard them agaui{’c any at-
tempt of the favages, and that the veficl
fhould immediately be placed at an an-
chor in the middle of {feveral others that
were

€<

£¢
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were then in the harbour, in order to its
greater {ecurity.

This was a great difappointment to the
favages, who immediately refolved to go toa
place called Carraquet, at the mouth of the
Baye des Chaleurs, near which they knew the
veflel, in which the prifoners were, muft
pafs in its way to Fort Cumberland, and
where, in all probability, it would even be
nccefiary that they fhould ftop and le at an
anchor for f{ome time, on account of the
rocks and breakers with which that part of
the Baye des Chaleurs abounds, and which
make it very dangerous and difficult to go
through i, except in very favourable wea=
ther. Here the favages refolved to way-lay
the veflel, and attack and put to death the
Englith prifoners. And they accordingly fet
out for this place immediately in about fif-
teen canoes, containing from four to fix men
in each canoe, all well armed, with which
they went very near the fhore {o as to avoid
thofe rocks and breakers which were danger-
ous to veflels of greater depth.

This motion of the favages very much
alarmed Mr. Du Calvet, and Mr. Bourdon,
(the commanding officer at Riftigouche,) and
made them refolve to ufe every pofiible means
to prevent fo cruel an outrage. They there-
fore called together feveral of the Acadians

who
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who wete under their dire@ion there, and
exhorted them in the ftrongeft manner, and
upon every motive of religion, humanity,
and policy, to join with them in endeavour-
ing to protett the Englith prifoners from the
attack of the favages. The Acadians readily
confented to ufe their utmoft endeavours for
that purpole ; and Mr. Du Calvet immedi-
ately picked out fixty of the ftouteft of them,
and went with them, well armed, into ano-
ther veflel of about fixty tons burthen, ealled
the Jafon, to attend and guard the veffel in
which the Englith prifoners were, till they
thould have pafied through that dangerous
part of the Baye des Chaleurs in which the
favages were lying in wait for them, and
fhould have entered fully into the Gulph of
Saint Lawrence, fo as to be compleatly out
of the reach of any farther danger from thofe
favages.

Under this efcort, the Englith prifoners
begun their voyage from Riftigouche towards
Fort Cumberland, or Halifax, on the 7th of
September, 1759 ; and the next day both
veflels arrived at a place called Chipagan, at
the diftance of about go miles from Rifti-
gouche, and about ¢ miles from the above-
mentioned place called Carraquet, where the
favages were lying in wait for them. Both
veflels continued at Chipagan from the 8th

of September to the ioth, when they fet
fail
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fail again and went to Carraquet, and thcre
they lay at anchor till the next day. This
was the place at which the favages had re-
folved to fall on the Englith prifoners and
murder them : but when they faw them fo
well protected, they were afraid to make the
attempt, and gave the ufual marks of their
vexation at the difappointment, by wrapping
themfelves up in their blanket coverings and
ftanding with their heads down in a penfive
and melancholy pofture.

On the following day, the 11th of Sep-
tember, 1759, the veflel, in which the En-
glith prifoners were, fet fail again from Car-
raquet towards Fort Cumberland ; but Mr.
Du Calvet with his Acadians continued at
Carraquet till the 14th, when it was almoft
impofiible that the other veflel could by any
accident be brought within the reach of any
attempt of thefe favages, and from the winds
that had prevailed in the mean time, it was
next to certain that they muft have pafied the
Gulph of St. Lawrence; and reached Fort
Cumberland. On the 14th Mr. Du Calvet
and the Acadians returned from Carraquet to
Riftigouche.

Of this humane condu& of Mr. Du Cal-
vet an_d the Acadians under his dire&ion to
thefe Englith prifoners, the following certi-
ficate of Lieutenant Cormick, which was

givenr
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given him at Chipagan on the 1oth of Sep-
tember, 1759, 1is an indifputable proof, if
any were neceflary, of a tranfaGion that was
at that time fo well known in all the Englith
army that was concerned in ‘the expedition

to Quebeck.

“ I do hereby certify, that the bearer
¢ hereof, fince the date of the certificate [
¢ gave him when bound for Canada, has
¢ ufed his utmoft endeavours until he pro-
¢« cured my liberty, with the reft of the
¢ prifoners at Riftigouche, and has accom-
¢ panied us 30 leagues to Chipagan, where
¢ he'begged I would give him a line to cer~
« tify the fame. * So that I earneftly beg any
¢ of his majefly’s fubjects, into whofe hands
¢ he may happen to fall, to ufe him with
« the fame kindnefs with which he has
¢ ufed us. In fo doing, they will for ever
¢ oblige him, that is

s¢ Their humble fervant,

Cormick,”
Chipagan,
Sept, 10, 1759

Soon after this event Mr. Du Calvet re-
turned into Canada; but, finding the town

of Quebeck in the hands of the Englifh, in

B con-



[ 10 ]

confequence of General Wolfe’s vicory, he
went to Montreal, where he continued till
the following month of January, in the year
1760, when he was again employed by the
French government at Montreal, to go to the
fame parts of Acadia, or Nova Scotia, at
which he had been the foregoing year, and
to take an exat account of the number of A-
cadians who had taken refuge there, that the
French government might know the ftate of
that country, and what quantity of provi-
fions it would be neceflary to fend there for
- their fupport.

He went upon this bufinefs on the 18th
of January, 1760, accompanied by a party of
about fixty Acadians, who were then at
Montreal, and three or four Indian favages
for guides, and returned to Montreal, on the
sth of April following, and continued there
till the following month of September, when
the whole province of Canada was furren-
dered by the Marquis de Vaudreiiil to Ge-
neral Ambherft, now Lord Amherft. Here
he had the pleafure of meeting again Licu-
tenant Cormick, whofe life he had been fo
inftrumental in preferving from the fury of
the favages in Acadia the preceeding year.
The Licutenant gratefully acknowledged the
fervice, and made General Ambherft ac-
quainted with it; who thereupon fent for
Mr. Du Calvet, and made him many ac-

- knowledgements
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knowledgements for his humane condu& on
that occafion, and many offers of doing him
fervices in return,

In the following year 1761, General Gage,
who was at that time the commanding offi-
cer in the diftri® of Montreal, gave Mr.
Du Calvet a pafs-port to go to Quebeck, in
order to take his paffage from thence to Eu-
rope. The town of Quebeck, and a diftrict
of land about it, were at this time under the
command of General Murray, as the town of
Montreal, with the diftri& belonging to it,
was under that of General Gage, and the
town and diftri& of Trois Rivicres, or Three
Rivers, (which lies between the two former)
were under that of General Burton. When
Mr. Du Calvet came to Quebeck with Gene-
ral Gage’s pafs-port, General Murray defired
bim to poftpone his voyage to Europe, in or-
der to render the Englith government a fer-
vice, for which he was better qualified than
any other perfon the General could then emn-
ploy, by reafon of his acquaintance with, and
influence over, the Acadians abové-menti-
oned, who, after being driven from their
fettlements by the Englith in the year 1757,
had taken refuge on the fea-coaft of the Gulf
of Saint Lawrence at the above-mentioned
pofts of Miramichi, Riftigouche, and at Ni-
piffiguit, and other places on that coaft, as
far as Gafpey Bay, :

T hefe
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Thefe Acadians had been confidered by
the Englith government as fubjets of the
crown of Great-Britain; becaufe they had
" been fettled in Nova Scotia, which, by the
treaty of Utrecht, had been ceded to Great-
Britain; neverthelefs, as little or no notice
had been taken of them by the Britith go-
vernment for many years after the peace of
Utrecht, they bhad continued to confider
themf{elves as French fubjects, and to be fo
confidered by the French government. At
laft, in the year 1757, they were expelled by
the Englifh troops from their fettlements in
Nova Scotia, where they had lived for many
years, with the reputation of a very harm-
Yefs, virtuous, and induftrious people ; and
they had thereupon taken refuge in the more
remote parts of the province of Nova Scotia,
at a diftance from the peninfula of that name,
along the fouth coaft of the Gulf of Saint
Lawrence, from Miramichi to the Bay of
Gafpey, which borders on Canada.  Here
.they were maintained, in a great meafure, (as
has been related) at the expence of the French
king, by provifions allowed them from his
ftore-houfes; and continuing to confider
themfelves as fubjecls of France, they occa~
“fionally exercifed hoftilities againft the Eng-
lith, and particularly by fea, by taking, when
they had an opportunity, fome of their fhips
that were laden with provifions or military
ftores for the ufe of the army, then employed

in
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in the expedition againft Quebeck. And in
this kind of warfare they had had confider-
able fuccefs, having taken no lefs than fif-
teen or fixteen thips of this kind, during Ge-
neral Wolfe’s expedition.

This conduct was refented by the Britith
government, as being contrary to their duty
as fubjects of the crown of Great-Britain, as
the Britith government efteemed them. And
accordingly General Amherit refufed to com-
- prehend them in the 3gth article of the ca-
pitulation at Montreal, in September, 1760,
by which he engaged that none of the Ca-
nadians fhould be fent either into any of the
Englifh provinces in America, or to Old Eng-
land, or be troubled in any manner, for hav-
ing borne arms againft the crown of Great-
Britain. Being in this infecure condition,
they continued to commit hoftilities againft
the Englith for fome time after the faid fur-
render of Canada, in September, 1760, and
made captures of Englifh veflelsin the Gulf
and River of St. Lawrence, through the win-
ter of the year 1760, and the fpring of the
year 1701. ‘ !

Thefe hoftilities created a good deal of
uneafinefs at Quebeck, and were a great
check to the navigation of the river Saint
Lawrence. And therefore General Murray,

who commanded (as we before obferved) }i]n
the
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the diftri® of Quebeck, refolved to put a
ftop to them as foon as poffible, With this
view he fent out a brave and a&ive Cana-
dian, whofe name was Grandmaifon, to-
wards the above-mentioned country, in which
the Acadians had taken refuge, on the fouth
coaft of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, to per-
fuade them to fubmit to the Britifh govern-
ment, and to promife them, in General Mur-
ray’s name, an indemnity for all their paft
alts of hoftility againft the crown, upon their
doing fo, and likewife to affure them that,
if they behaved as obedient fubjects of the
crown, they fhould be brought into the pro-
vince of Canada, and have good lands af-
figned them there in lieu of thofe from which
they had been driven in Nova Scotia.

This was the principal part of Mr. Grand-

- maifon’s commiffion: but he was likewife
authorized by General Murray to make pri-
foner, if poflible, and bring up to Que-
beck, one Car, a wicked ferjeant of an
Englith regiment, who had deferted from
the Britith army, and taken refuge amongft
thofe Acadians, and the Indians that were
with them, and had been attive in infti-
gating the former to ftand out againft the
authority of Great-Britain, after the Cana-
dians had fubmitted to it, and to commit the
above-mentioned hoftilities againft Britifh
vefiels in the river Saint Lawrence. Mr.
Grand-
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Grandmaifon fet out by land, with feven or
eight men to affift him upon this bufinefs;
about the month of March, 1761. But
foon after his arrival in the country, Car,
the deferter, getting intelligence of his de-
fign, aflembled a fmall party of his friends,
with whom he attacked Mr. Grandmaifon
by furprize, and broke his arm with a muf-
ket-ball ; which obliged him to. return to
Quebeck without doing the bufinefs he had
undertaken. This Mr. Grandmaifon is ftill
living, and enjoys at this day a penfion from
the Britith government, as a compenfation
for the lofs of his arm, in this endeaveur to
ferve the crown.

It was foon after the failure of this at-
tempt of Mr. Grandmaifon, that General
Murray defired Mr. Du Calvet to undertake
the fame bufinefs. He carried with him a
letter from General Murray to the captains
of the militia amongit the Acadians, that is,
to the leading men in their feveral villages,
dated the 7th of July, 1761, in which the
Gengral informed them, ¢¢ That he had re-
“¢ prefented the forlorn and unfortunate fitu-
“¢ ation of the Acadians to the king’s mini-
¢ fters in very lively colours, and that they
‘¢ had, in confequence of fuch reprefenta=
“ tions, {ent out orders to him to remove
¢ the faid Acadians from the country where
“#hey then were, near the Gulf of Saint

¢« Lawrence,

-
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Lawrence, into Canada, and there to fur-
nith them with provifions out of the king’s
fiore-houfes, till they could be cenveni-

ently fettled upon fome lands in Canada,

which the government intended to grant
them.

“ That whatever reafons he might have
to complain of their late condu, he was
willing to overlook and pardon all of-
fences committed by them before that
time, and even to pardon all the deferters
that were at that time among them, ex-
cepting Serjeant Car above-mentioned ;
for the apprehending of whom he offered
a reward of a hundred dollars.

<« That he fent Mr. Du Calvet to them,
to take an account of their numbers, and
of the quantity of thipping that would
be neceffary to bring them and their fa-
milies to Quebeck ; and that he defired
they would immediately make ufe of what
veflels they had then 1n good repair and
fit for fervice amongft them, to begin

this - removal to Quebeck.

¢ And, laftly, that he defired them, the
captains of militia amongft the Acadians,
(who were the principal men in their refpec-
tive villages) to ufe their beft endeavours

to bring this bufinefs to a happy iffue.
The
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A Quebec, Juillet 7, 1761,
ok Meﬂi"eufs’,

¢ Son excellence vient de recevoir des or<
dres a vétre fujet. Il a repréfente votre
trifte fituation d’une maniere fi for te qu'on
a donné ordre de vous faire montér avec
vos familles, et de vous donner des vivres,
julques & ce quon puifle vous établir
quelque part dans cette colorire.

¢ Quelque fujet de plainte qu’il peut avoir,
il veut bien tout oublier julques a ce jour.
Il vous en donne fa parolc; et pardonne
méme par cette préfente & tous les défer-
teurs Anglois parmi vous; le nommé Car
feulement excepte ; et il promet cent
piaftres de récompenfe a ceux qui repre~
fenteront ce traitre icl.

¢ Le Sieur Calvet eft envoyé pour {cavoir
votre dénombrement, et la quantité de bi-
timents néceflaires pour tran{porter votre
monde jufques a Quebec, faifant ufage
d’abord de ceux que vous avez en état de
marcher pour commencer cette opération.

& ¢ Sog



T30

<« Son Excellence s’attend que vous lui
¢ donnerez pour cet cffet toutes les facilités
“ néceflaires, et que vous 'expédierez avec
¢ toute la diligence pofiible.

¢« Je fuis, Meflieurs,
¢ Vitre trés humble ferviteur,

« Signé, CRAMAHE, Secrétaire,
« et de fon Excellence le Gouv. MURRAY,

The dire&tion of this letter Was in thefe
words,

““ Pour le fervice de fa Majeft¢ Britannique ;

“ Aux Capitaines de Milice en géneral,
ou principaux habitants de la Baye des
Chaleurs, Riftigouche, Miramichy, &c.

Signé J. MURRAY.

With this letter to the captains of militia,
or principal men of ‘the feveral villages, of
the Acadians, and a pafs-port from General
Murray, dated the 16th of July, 1761, Mr.
Du Calvet fet out from Quebeck, for the Baye
des Chaleurs in a large floop, called the Saint
Anne, commanded by Captain Joanis, (ana-
tive of Old France, who was at that time

fettled
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fettled in Canada) with a crew of cight
men.

There was at this time a very ftrong re-
port current, that the Acadians were cruif-
ing in the lower part of the river Saint Law-
rence in armed veflels; and feveral captains
of trading fhips that had lately arrived at
Quebeck, had even declared that they them-
felves had been chafed by fome privateers ia
that part of the river, and had with diffi-
culty efcaped from them. This report gave
Captain Joanis fome uneafinefs, and occa-
fioned his ftopping at Kamourafka (a little
harbour, on the right fide of the river Saint
Lawrence, as you go down the river, about
thirty leagues below Quebeck,) to make
inquiries concerning it. Here he received,
from the people fettled at the place, fuch an
alarming account of thefe privateers, and of
the riflk he would run, not only of being
taken, but of being murdered by them, if he
purfued his voyage, that he was afraid to go
any further, and was inclined to return im-
mediately to Quebeck ; and it was not with-
out the utmoft difficulty that Mr, Du Cal-
vet prevailed upon him to go on. : Howe\(er,
they did purfue their voyage notwithftanding
the dangers of it; againft which they en-
deavoured to guard themfelves by extreme
watchfulnefs, and keeping a conitant guard
and look-out both night and day.

' This
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This vigilance proved the means of their
fafety. For, when, in coafting along the
fouth fide of the River and Gulf of Saint
Lawrence, they came to a place called Percé,
beyond the Bay of Gafpey, they faw a party
of Indian favages, with fome Frenchmen
amongit them, all armed with fire-arms,
who were evidently watching their motions
with an intention to attack them. To avoid
this danger, they went from the coaft to a
fmall ifland, called Bonaventure, which 1is
over-againft Percé, and at the diftance of a
mile and a half from it. They did not,
however, venture to land on the ifland, but
caft anchor near it, and paffed the night in
their floop, in great anxiety, with their arms
in their hands, to be ready to defend them-
felves as well as they could, againft thefe fa-
vages, in cafe of an attack; and the next
morning, at break of day, they purfued their
voyage towards the Baye des Chaleurs.

Their danger was not yet over; for the
favages purfued them, partly by water in
their canoes, and partly by land, fora great

art of the following day, till about two
oclock in the afternoon, after which they
were no more feen. From that time the
floop purfued its voyage with fafety and fuc-
cefs, and pafled by Port Daniel, and arrived
the fame night in the Baye des Chaleurs, at
a place about ¢ miles beyond Pafpédiac,

: : which
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which was called by the fame name of Bon-
aventure, as the ifland near which they had
anchored the preceeding night.

Here Mr. Du Calvet was received by the -
Acadians, who were at this place, with
open arms. They knew him, and efteemed
him, and therefore gave credit to him, when
he explained the bufinefs he was come up-
on; which, from a perfon unknown to them,
they would probably have {ufpetted of being
fome artifice to deceive and entrap them,
General Murray’s offer was received by them
with joy and thankfulnefs; and they im-
mediately fent off meflengers, in floops or
canoes, to all the other pofts in the Baye of
Chaleurs, at which any of their friends were
fettled, to gave them notice of it; which
caufed a general joy amongft them all.

The next day two of the Indian favages,
who had purfued Mr. Du Calvet and his
party the day before, came running up to
him quite out of breath, and took him by
the hand, and withed him joy on his fafe
arrival there, and told him at the fame time,
¢« that he had done well to be fo much
¢ upon his guard the night before laft; for
¢ that they and feveral other Indians, to the
« number of twenty in all, had been watching
“ an opportnnity of falling on him and his
“ party, (not knowing who they were,) and

' ¢ putung
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¢ putting them all to death. And, if you
¢« had been off your guard a fingle moment,
* faid they, we fhould have done it. But
« now, brother, that we fee it was you that
‘ was in the floop, we are glad that we did
“ not fucceed in our defign, and we are
¢ ready to do you any fervice.” They then
went and told the reft of their party, who
it was that was come amongft them, and for
what purpofe: and the day after they all,
excepting two, came to him, and fhewed
him the fame marks of friendfhip and fa-
tisfaction. :

The two perfons that did not come to
him, on this occafion, (though they had been
with the favages in purfuit of the floop Saint
Anne,) were Car, the Englifh deferter above-
mentioned, and one Roufi, a Frenchman,
who had been captain of a large merchant
thip, and, after having been taken prifoner
by the Englith, and put on board an Englifh
veflel, had rifen, with the other French pri-
foners, upon the Englith crew, and, feizing
the veflel, had carried it to the Bay of Gafpey,
and there lived in a lawlefs manner amongft
the Indians. Thefe two men had been with
the party of favages that had purfued Mr, Du
Calvet and his party, and had been very ac-
tive in encouraging them to that attempt.
And they were probably forry that it had
pot been attended with' fuccefs ; for, as they

knew
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knew themfelves to be obnoxious to the
Englith government, it is natural to fuppofel
that they rather feared than withed to fee
the Acadians fubmit to it, as they might
apprehend, that in confequence of fuch a
{ubmifiion, they themfelves might be pur-
{ued and taken, and delivered up to the Eng-
lith government to be punithed. And it is
therefore not at all furprizing, that they did
not come to wait upon and welcome Mr.
Du Calvet upon his arrival at Bonaventure,
where they might reafonably apprehend that
the Acadians themfelves (who, they knew,
would be delighted with the meflage brought
them by Mr. Du Calvet,) would lay hands
upon them, and deliver them up to Mir.

Du Calvet’s party to be carried pfifoncrs to
Quebeck.

The reft of the party who had purfued
the floop Saint Anne, exprefled the higheft
fatisfa&ion at his arrival, in the {fame man-
ner as the two firft of them had done the
day before, and told him ¢ that they were
¢ glad that the Englith general had fent
« them a perfon whom they knew, and
¢ could truft; for that, if a perfon, whom
‘¢ they had not known' and refpected, had
“¢ brought them this meflage, they fhould
¢ have fufpefted that therc had been fome
“ defign of deceiving them, and fhould
¢ therefore have put him to death: for that

s> thicy
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¢ they were all men of courage and refolu-
‘¢ tion, who would not fubmit to injuries
‘“ without taking their revenge: but that
““ now, as he had brought the Governour’s
““ meflage, they gave credit to 1t, and re-
“ ceived 1t joyfully.”

After this cordial reception by both the
Acadians and the Indian favages, Mr. Du
Calvet fet about the bufinefs of taking an ac-
count of the number of the Acadians in all
that country. He went in his floop from
Bonaventure, where he had firft arrived,
along the north fide of the Baye des Chaleurs,
and up the river Riftigouche to the poft of
Riftigouche, at the diftance of 21 miles from
the bottom of the Baye des Chaleurs; and
then down the river Riftigouche, and alon
the fouth fide of the Baye des Chaleurs, by
Nipiffiguit, and other little places where the
Acadians were difperfed, into the Gulf of
Saint Lawrence ; then, in 2 fouthern direc-
tion, along the weft coaft of the Gulf of
Saint Lawrence, by Carraquet and Chipagan,
into the Bay of Miramichi, to the poft of
Miramichi, which is fituated quite at, the
bottom ‘of the Bay ; then back again from
Miramichi in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence,
and along the weft coaft of the faid Gulf, in
a northern direction, by Chipagan and Car-
raquet to the Baye des Chaleurs ; then acrofs
the Bay from Nipiffiguit to Port Danicl ; and

' from
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from thence again into the Gulf of Saint
Lawrence, and along the weft coaft of that
Gulf to the north of the Baye des Chaleurs,
by the Grear River and Percé to Gafpey Bay.

In all thefe places he took as exa& an ac-
count as he could, of the number of the
Acadiafis that were fettled there, and then
returned from the Bay of Gafpey up the ri-
ver Saint Lawrence to Quebeck, where he
arrived at the end of O&ober, 1761. He
was accompanied in his return by two {imalk
veflels full of Acadians from Nipiffiguit in
the Baye des Chaleurs, who refolved to em-
brace immediately General Murray’s offer of
going to Quebeck, and being provided for
and fettled under the Englith government in
Canada. And he likewife brought with him
a letter from thirty or forty of the principal
Acadians in the Baye des Chaleurs, to General
Murray, in anfwer to that which he had
carried to them from the Gereral, and which
has been above recited. This an{wer is full
of expreflions of refpect and gratitude to
General Murray for the offers he had made
them, and of profeflions of fubmiffion to
his authority. It was written at Nipiffiguit,
in the month of Auguft, and delivered to
M. Du Calvet about the end of September,
when Mr. Du Calvet was at Nipifliguit for
the fecond time, upon his return from Mi-
ramichi, and was in the words following.

D A fon
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A fon Excellence Monfieur Murray, Lieti-
tenant Général et Brigadier des armées
de fa Majefté Britannique, Gouver«
neur de (Lebec, &c. &c. a Québec.

¢¢ Monfeigneur;

¢ Nous avons regu avec tout le refpet pof=
fible la lettre qu’ il vous a pld nous écrire
par le Sieur Calvet, en datte du 745 der-
nier. Nous fommes trés fenfibles a vos
bontés : nous vous prions de vouloir bien
nous les continuer : nous ticherons par
notre zéle d’en mériter la continuation.

¢ Nous ferions charmés, Monfeigneur, de
pouvoir exécuter vos ordres: mais les voi=
tures que nous avons, font hors d’ctat de
pouvoir monter a Québec, fans nous rif-
quer, nous et nos familles.

- N’ayant point regu aucun ordre précis
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de votre Excellence le printemps dernier,
c’eft ce qui a fait que nous nous fommes
retires le long de ces cotes, difperfés les
uns des autres, pour pouvoir y faire {ub-
fifter nos dittes familles.—=I1 {& trouve,
Monfeigneur, qu’ aujourd’hui, par le foin
que nous avons pris de faire la D@CEL.,
nous nous trouvons en état de pouvoir
pafler Phyver ici, foit, tant eh poiffon-fec

(17 lee
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que vert, et racines., Nous fupplions v6-
¢¢ tre Excellence de vouloir bien nous I'ac-
¢ corder, par la faifon trop avancée a pou-
voir monter & Quebec cette automne avec
““ nos fufdittes familles. Nous vous prions
« d’étre perfuadé de lattention que nous
aurons toujours pour exécuter les ordres
quil vous plaira nous envoyer. Cleft la
grace que nous efpérons de vdtre clé-
mence ; et nous adreflerons nos voeux au
ciel pour voétre fanté et confervation,
n’ayant pas d’autre moyen de nous acquit-
¢ ter et de fignaler le plus profond refpect,
f¢ avec le quel nous avons I'honneur d’Ctre,

6
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¢ Monfeigneur,
¢¢ Vos trés humbles

s¢ et trés obéiflants ferviteurs.”

After this diftinguifhed fervice to the Eng-
lith government, (of which General Murray
has always exprefled a very ftrong and grate-
ful fenfe,) Mr. Du Calvet went back to Mont-
real about the month of Jannary, 1762, and
continued there as a merchant till the year

1764.

In the latter end of the year 1763 his fa-

ther died, and left him his landed eﬁateolig
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Old France, which made it neceffary for'
him to go back to Europe, in order to take
pofleffion of it. But he was fo well pleafed
with his fituation in Canada, and with the
favourable terms that had been granted to
the Canadians and refidents in Canada, by
General Amherft in the capitulation of Sep-
tember, 1760, and by the treaty of peace, in
February, 1763, and by the promifes made
in the king’s fubfequent proclamation of Oc-
tober, 1763, that the inhabitants of the new
province of Quebeck, (as well as thofe of
the other three new governments of Eaft
Florida, Weft Florida, and Granada, which
had been lately ere@ed in the countries
newly conquered and ceded to the crown
of Great Britain,) fhould be governed in the
fame manner as the other provinces in North
America that were governed by the king’s
commiffions, and thould enjoy zhe benefits of
the laws of Englond; he was {fo well pleafed
- with all thefe favours and promifes, and with
the liberty of openly profeffing the Proteftant
religion without any danger or inconvenience,
(which he could not do at that time in Old
France, whatever may be the cafe there at
prefent ;) that he refolved, if pofiible, to fell
his eftate in Old France as foon as he fhould
have taken pofileflion of it, and to quit all his
connections with that kingdom, and become
a reﬁdent in Canada, (where he was then

fettled,)
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fettled,) and a fubje@ of Great Britain for
the remainder of his life.

In purfuance of this refolution Mr. Du
Calvet in the {pring of the year 1764, made
a voyage to England, in order to pafs over
from thence to France, and there fell the
eftate and other effe&s, which his father had
left him, and return with the produce of
them to Montreal, where he intended finally
to fettle, '

General Murray, (who was at this time
governour of the new province erected in Ca-
nada, under the name of the province of Que-
beck ) gave him on this occafion feveral letters
of recommendation to perfons of rank, both
in England and Scotland ; the fhip in which
Mr. Du Calvet had taken his pafiage, being
bound to the port of Greenock near Glafgow
in Scotland.

In confequence of thefe letters (of which
fome were addrefled to General Murray’s own
relations,) Mr. Du Calvet and his compa-
nions were received with great civility by
feveral gentlemen of note in Scotland, and
particularly by the late Lord Ellibank, Ge-
neral Murray’s eldeft brother: and they af-
terwards, when they came to London, met
with the like good reception from the late

Lord Halifax (who was at that time Secre-
tary
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tary of State,) and from the Lords of trade
and plantations. '

«After a fhort ftay in London he went over
to Paris in order to follicit from the Court
of France a permiffion to fell his eftate in
that kingdom, notwithftanding his being a
proteftant. This, he knew, would prove a
bufinefs of fome difficulty, becaufe protef-
tants are prohibited by the laws of France
from {elling their eftates. But he conceived
himfelf to be exempted from the operation
of thefc laws by the treaty of peace of Fe-
bruary, 1763, which permitted fuch of the
French king’s fubje@s in Canada, as fhould
chufe it, to become fubje@s of the crown of
Great-Britain, he having been one of thofe
fubjects, or a refident in Canada, both at
the time of making that peace, and at
the time of the preceeding conqueft of the
province in September, 1760. Yet, as he
apprehended the French Court might make
fome difhiculty of allowing the force of this
reafoning, he took care, before he left Lon-
don, to procure from Lord Halifax, the Se-
cretary of State, and from fome other Lords,
to whom he had been introduced, letters of
recommendation to the Earl of Hertford, the
Englith ambaffador in France, and to Mr.
David Hume, the Secretary of the embafiy.

Thefe letters produced the effe@ intended,
Lord Hertford engaged heartily in Mr. Du
: ' Calvet’s
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_Caivet’s caufe, and went with him to thé
‘Count de Saint Florentin, the French Se-
cretary of State, and prefled him warmly to
procure the defired licence. They had many
conferences, and fome pretty warm onesg;
with the Count upon this fubje@, who al-
ways objefted that the favour defired was
contrary to their laws; and at laft the Earl
of Hertford did prevail {o far as to obtain
the king of France’s permiffion to Mr. Du
Calvet to fell his eftates ; but riot without
confiderable reftrictions, which rendered it
much lefs beneficial to Mr. Du Calvet than
it might have been. However, as he was
determined to quit his connections in old
France and fettle in Canada as a Britifh {ub-=
je&, he made ufe of it, fuch as it was, and
fold all his property in  France by virtue of
it, though very much under it’s value.

This bufinefs employed him in France
during the remainder of the year 1764, and
the whole of the following year 1765 : and,
in January, 1766, having accomplithed 1t,
he returned to London, where he continued
till the April following, when he embarked
with all his effe@s and property on board the
thip called The General Conwlz.u, fgr the
province of Quebeck. He arrived in the
province the beginning of the month of June,
and continued in it till the following month
of November, when he made a {econd

voyage
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voyage to England for the winter, and re<
turned to Canada in the following month of
April, 1767, after which he continued in the
province of Quebeck till the month of Au-
guft laft, 1783, when he left it a third time
to come to England on the difagreeable bufi- .
nefs which at prefent keeps him here.

Soon after his arrival in the provinece of
Quebeck in the month of June, 1766, Ge-
neral Murray, the Governour of the pro-
vince, made him a juftice of the peace 1n it
by a fpecial commiflion made out for him
alone, -and dated the 23d of June, 1766.
This was an honour which Mr. Du Calvet
did not follicit, or defire: but, as General
Murray had thought fit, of his own accord,
to confer it on him, he did not think it
right to decline fuch a mark of his good
opinion, and fo accepted the employment :
and, when he had accepted it, he difcharg-
ed the duties of it during a courfe of feveral
years in fuch a manner as fully juftified and
did honour to the General’s appointment.

General Murray had received his com-
miffion of civil governour of the province of
Quebeck, in the month of Auguft, 1764 ;
in confequence of which it became neceffary
for him and his council to ere& courts of
juftice in the province, with proper powers
and authority to determine all matters that

ihould
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fhould come before them, whether of a civil
or criminal nature, according to law. This
was accordingly done in the following month
of September, 1764, by an important ordi-
nance pafled by Governour Murray and his
council for this purpofe. By this ordinance
one great court of juftice was eftablithed with
general jurifdition to determine all matters,
both criminal and civil, according to the
laws of England, agreeably to the promifes
of the royal proclamation of O&ober, 176734
and to the directions of the Governour’s com-
miffion. This court was called zhe Supreme
Court, or the Court of King’s Bench, and
was held before the Chief Juftice of the pro-
vince : and in it the proceedings were to be
all in the Englith language, and according
to the forms of the Englith law, and the
trials confequently to be always by a Jury.
Befides this court the Governour and Coun-=
cil, out of tendernefs to the Canadians, or
French inhabitants of the province, eftablith-
ed two courts of civil jurifdi€ion; one for
the diftri®¢ of Quebeck, and the other for
the diftrit of Montreal ; the whole province
being now divided into only two diftri@ts {a
named, though in the time of the French
government and duritig the military govern=
ment of the province that had taken place
fince the conqueft of it, that is, from Sep-
tember, 1760, to September, 1764, ig_had
been divided into three diftricts; or jurifdic-

E tions,
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tions, called fron the three towns of Que-=
beck, Trois rivieres, or Three rivers, and
“Montreal. Thefe courts were called the
Courts of Common Pleas for the two diftrits
of Quebeck and Montreal.

In thefe courts the proceedings might be
either in the Englifh or the French language,
as the parties thought fit; and French advo-
cates were permitted to {peak in fupport of
their clients caufes in the French language,
as well as French attornies to manage them,
and draw up the pleadings in them in the
fame language : and the facts contefted be-

\ ¢ : LI
tween the parties might be tried either by a
Jury or by the Judges without a Jury, as
the parties chofe; either of the parties ha-
ving a right, if he defired it, to have a
Jury fummoned to decide them. And be-
fides thefe courts of the King’s Bench and
Common Pleas, there were courts of Civil

urifdi®ion with various degrees of authority,
compofed of Juftices of the peace. For thefe
Juttices, or any three of them, were autho-
rized by the faid ordinance of the Governour
and Council of the 17th of Sept. 1764, (over
and above the authority belonging to Juftices
of the peace in England, which relates chiefly
to criminal matters;) to determine, at their
quarterly feflions, any difputes concerning
property to the amount of thirty pounds
of the current money of the province, or 221.
10s. fterling ; but with an appeal to the Su-
preme
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preme Court, or Court of King’s Bench: and
any two juftices were authorized at any other
time to determine difputes concerning mat-
ters of property to the amount of ten pounds
of current money of the province, or 71
1os. fterling ; and this without appeal: and
any one juftice of the peace was authorized
at any time to determine the like difputes to
the amount of five pounds of current money
of the province, or 3l. 15s. fterling.

This laft junifdi&ion, which was given to
fingle juftices of the peace, was intended by
General Murray and his Council to prevent
the Canadians from being oppreffed by the
fees and expences that would neceflary at-
tend their litigations in the greater courts
eftablithed at Quebeck and Montreal : and it
was found to be exceedingly ufeful to the
people, when it happened to be vefted in
fuch perfons as Mr. Du Calvet, of whom
there were perhaps half a dozen in the pro-
vince ; but in the hands of perfons of a dif-
ferent charater it became a great inftrument
of extortion. Almoft every Juftice of peace
in the province ufed to take certain moderate
fees for the warrants and orders they iffued 1n
the execution of their office, which were
confidered as due to them upon the fime

rounds as the fees paid to the clerks of
Juttices of the peace in England ; the Juftices
of peace in the province of Quebeck for the
LA moit



{ g6 H

moft part doing the duty of the clerks them-
felves, or, if they kept any clerks, allowing
them only a part of the fees received on
this account. Nor was this conduct thought
unreafonable ; as the pecuniary circumftances
of moft of the Juftices were fuch as made
the receipt of theie fees an obje@ of impor-
tance to them. They were thercfore only
blamed, when, for the fake of multiplying
thefe fees, they encouraged litigations among
the poor Canadians, and ufed their authority to
render them more expenfive than they needed
to have been. Thus, for example, it would
fometimes happen that, when a fa&t was fuf-
ficiently proved before a Juftice of the peace
by one or two witnefles, he would afk whe-
ther nobody elfe could bear teftimony to it ;
upon which a number of the by-ftanders
who were prefent at the tranfaction, and had
likewife attended the hearing of the matter
before the Juftice, would immediately cry
out, ““yes, I faw it,” ¢ and I faw it,” and
the Juitice would thereupon order them all
to be fworn to give their evidence, taking a
fhilling for the adminiftration of every oath.
By thefe and the like contrivances the ex-
pences of thefe fummary litigations before
fome of the Juftices of the peace, were ren-
dered extremely burthenfome to the Cana-
dians, and became the fubject of great com-
plaints. And at laft thefe complaints grew
lo numerous that Governour Carleton and

his
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his Council thought fit to pafs an ordinance
in the month of March, 1770, to deprive
the Juftices of the peace of all their civil ju-
rifdi¢tion. But Mr. Du Calvet, while this
civil jurifdiction continued, was remarkable
for exercifing it with the utmoft purity and
difintereftednefs : for he was fo far from ufing
the contrivances above alluded to, to in=-
creafe the number of his fees, that he never
would take any fees at all for any thing done
in the execution of his office, but was often
at a confiderable expence out of his own
pocket to affift the parties who came before
him in making up their differences, befides
the conftant expence of employing a clerk to
affift. him, whom he would not permit to
take any fees. And, as he was alfo extreme-
ly afliduous in difcharging the duties of this
office, and always ready to attend to the
matters brought before him, and determined
them with great juftice and impartiality, he
made himfelf extremely ufeful to his nume-
rous poor neighbours in the diftrit of Mont-
real. In the {pace of only three months,
from September to December, 1769, he
heard and determined no lefs than three
thoufand feven hundred of thefe little caufes.

After the ordinance of March, 1770,
which deprived the Juftices of the peace of
their civil jurifdi¢tion, Mr. Du Calvet con-
tinued to exercife the other, or ordinary,

powers
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powers of a Juftice of the peace till the 1t
of May, 1775, when, in confequence of
the unfortunate ac of parliament pafled in
the fummer, 1774, for regulating the go-
vernment of the province of Quebeck, all the
former civil authorities in the province, and
amongft them the office of Juftice of the
peace, were indifcriminately, and at one
firoke, abolithed. And in his difcharge of
the duties of this office during this latter
period of it’s exiftence, when the civil jurif-
di¢tion of it was taken away, Mr. Du Cal-
vet conftantly preferved the fame reputation
for difintereftednefs and impartiality he had
m aintained before, though, by this defalca-
tion of his authority, he was much lefs able
todo fervice to the people in his neighbour-
hood, :

Mr. Du Calvet was not only ufeful to his
oountrymen by difcharging in the upright
and honourable manner above-mentioned the
duties of his office of a Juftice of peace, but
he gave Governour Carleton very important
informations concerning the abufes of this
power by fome other Juftices in the diftrict
of Montreal, and the great complaints and
difcontents that thefe abufes had excited
amongft the people; and it was in confe-
quence of thefe informations, (which were
confirmed, upon inquiry, by the concurring
teftimony of other refpe€iable perfons in the

; diftrict
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diftri& of Montreal,) that Governour Carleton
and his Council pafifed the above-mentioned
ordinance of March, 1770, which deprived
the Juftices of the peace of their civil jurif-
dition. In proof of this part of Mr. Du
Calvet’s conduct it may not be amifs to cite
the following extract from a letter written to
him by Mr. Hey, the chief juftice of the
province, in the month of Auguft, 1769.

““ Vos lettres me paroiffent d'une fi grande im-
““ portance pour le bien public, qu’ elles fon: &
« préfent [lobjet des délibérations.  Vous en
<« gerrez leffet dans peu par les mefures qii on
“ qq prendre rélativement aux perfonnes et aux
« chofes. 1l eff @ efpérer que ces délibérations
“ adouciffent le fardeau infupportable que la
s préfente forme d' adminifirer la juflice impofe
 gux’ babitants, et qu' elles rétabliflent la paix
“ ot la tranquillite publique.

 Quant @ vitre procédé, comme il me paroit
« Ztrel'effet d'un cocur droit ef bien intentionné,
“ 7l doit auffi avoir [approbation de touts les
““ gens de bieny et wous devez éfre perfuade
“ gu'il ne manquera pas d’étre appuié et prorégé
“ par le gowvernment.” -

Governour Carleton alfo wrote him a let-
ter dated the 27th of December, 1769, of
“which the following extralt relates to the
fame fubjet of the ufeful informations he
' had
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had given the government of the provinee
- concerning the abufes of the civil jurifdiction

of the ofhice of Juftice of the peace by fome
of the Juftices of the diftri& of Montreal.”
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““ Yai aufi @ wvous remercier des informa-
tions que vous mavez envoybes touchant la
maniere d’adminifirer la juftice dans vos can-
tons. Les réglements qui doivent bientit
paroitre @ ce fujet, et qui wont éé retardés
que par le pur bazard, feront prenve de Fat-
tention que j'y ai donnée.

“« Felpére que les Moyens qu'on _fe propofe pour
remédier aux abus, feront efficaces. Je ferat
pourtant todjours prét o entendre ce qu om
aura & m offrir pour le bien public : et je
penfe trop bien @ vitre égard pour douter uu
moment que Vous me mie communiquiez loutes
les connotflances qui vous parviendront a cet

effet.
« Fai lbommeur d'étre, avec beaucoup
 d'eflime, Monficur, votre trés humble
“ ot trés obéiffant ferviteury
““ Guy Carleton.”
P.S. Fa: éte furpris d apprendre qu’ on

venoit tout récemment de faire quelques vio-
lences
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lences dans le faux bourg Saint Laurent an
Sfuget de I'édification d'un pont. e vous
prie d’en prendre des informations, afin de

- m'inflruire de la Vérité du fait, et de quelle
autorité on ['eft [ervi pour mettre L'impofi-
tion, qui en a été la caufe.

Thefe letters thew the regard which Go-
vernour Carleton and Mr. Hey, the Chief Jufz
tice, had for the chara@er and condu of Mr:
Du Calvet, and the confidence they placed in
the intelligence he gave them.

When the Governour and Council, foon
after the writing of this laft letter, pafled the
ordinance of March, 1770, which deprived
all the Juftices of the Peace in the province,
without diftinction, of their civil jurifdiclion,
thofe Juftices who had not abufed this jurif=
diGtion thought themfelves rather harthly
treated in being deprived of it; and declared
that they thought the ordinance to be an unde-
ferved flur upon their reputation, as if they
had been guilty of thofe abufes which had been
practifed by the other Juftices whofe miicon-
duc¢t had given oecafion to the faid ordinance:
And, perhaps; it would have been better for
the province to have proceeded with more
caution in.this buﬁnefs; and to have diftin-
gu:fhed the ppright and difinterefted Juftices
of the Peace from thofe of a contrary cha=
ratter, by leaving them in pofleffion of a

~ jurifdiction
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jurifdi@ion which in their hands had been fo
ufeful to the publick, and taking it only from
thofe of the other defcription. But, however
this might be, the Government, after the or=
dinance was pafled, was under fome appre-
henfion that the moft upright and refpeétable
Juftices of the Peace in the province might
(in confequence of what they confidered as
fuch an unjuft infinuation againft their cha-
ratter,) decline to a& any more as Juftices of
the Peace in the remaining branches of their
authority. And fome of the Juftices had de=
.clared an intention of doing fo.

Mr. Du Calvet was not without a lively
fenfe of the indignity thrown upon him by the
pre-amble of this ordinance in fpeakng of the
Juftices of Peacein general, without any dif-
tinction or exception, as having been guilty of
thofe abufes of their civil jurifdi¢tion which
madethe fuppreffion of it be thought neceffary :
and, as the confcioufnefs of innocence gives
boldnefs, he exprefled his fentiments on the
fubject very freely in a letter to the Governour
and Council. He would not, however, de-
fert the fervice of the publick by refigning his
office, but continued toexercife the remain-
ing powers of it till the firlt of May, 1775,
when the office was abolithed by the Quebeck
act. Thiscondu&t was much approved by the

overnment of the province; and Mr. Cra-
mahé, the Licutenant-Governour, acknewled-

ges
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ges the merit of it in a letter dated the 21 of
April, 1771, of which the following paflage
1s an extradt.

“ Soyez perfuadé de mes fentiments a vitre
égard, comme je vous crois parfaitement bonnéte
bomme, que vous avez [fervi le public avec zéle
“ et d'une maniere for‘z‘ defi m‘erej]ee, Fefpere que
“ Vous continuerez a4 exercer la magifirature.
Le Gouvernement, auffi bien que le Public,
Vous exn aura obligation.: Vous donnerez un ex-
emple de foumiffian et d’ obeéiffance, qui ne peut
qu’ avoir un bon ¢ffet dans ces temps cy, et vous
fera bonweur dans I’ eﬁﬁrzt de touts les bounétes
< gens. Fen rendrai bon témeignage aufitit que
“ Deccafion ["en préfentera, comme ce fera une
““ mouvelle raifon pour moi de vous donner despreu-
ves de la parfaite eftime et confidération avec
laquelle “f’ai I'bonneur d’étre, &e.”

«

(11
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Thefe teftimonies, I prefume, make it im-
poflible to doubt of the merit of Mr. Du Cal-
vet's conduct in the province 1n the charadter
of a Juftice of Peace.

Such was the perfon who has of late years
been fo much the objett of General Haldi-
mand’s averfion, and been treated by him with
fo much unjuft feverity, :

It muft feem ftrange to thofe that hear this
)u& account of Mr. Du Calvet’s chara&er and
¥ condudt
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condu@ (to which might be added many other
inftances of uprightnefs, love of juftice, cha-
rity, and other virtues that ought to have en-
deared him to all mankind,) that he fhould
ever have become the object of any Gover-
nour’s diflike, without giving fome ftrong
ground of fufpicion againft him, It is there-
fore necefiary in fome meafure to explain the
caufe or origin of the averfion which Gover-
nour Haldimand feems to have taken to him,
and which induced him to credit too lightly
fome infinuations thrown out againft him by
his enemies,of his having correfponded with the
revolted Americans in the late unhappy war,
For that was (asMr. Du Calvet has fince been
informed, tho’ not by General Haldimand)
the pretence upon which the Governour cau-
fed him to bearrefted in September, 1780,
and detained in prifon till the following month
of December, when, being fatisfied that his
fufpicions were ill-grounded, (as in truth he
- had not had the {fmalleft correfpondence of any
kind with the Americans during the whole
war ;) he was on the point of fetting him at
liberty, but fuddenly changed his mind, and
ordered him to be continued in prifon, 1n
confequence of a letter he received in the mean
while from Mr. Du Calvet, which was writ-
ten in a ftyle of greater freedom than the Go-
vernour approved : and, in refentment for
the freedom of thisletter, the Governour con-
tinued to detain him in prifon from Decem-

ber,
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ber, 1780, to May, 1783; as will be fet
forth more at large hereafter. But the Go-
vernour’s mind had been prejudiced againft
Mr. Du Calvet, and made open to receive
thofe infinuations, by fome enemies of Mr,
Du Calvet who were much in the governour’s
company and confidence.

But {till it will be afked, perhaps, how {uch a
man as Mr, Du Calvet has been here repre-
fented to be, could ever haveany enemies? The
anfwer to this queftion is, * That uncommon
honefty and uprightnefs, accompanied with a
freedom of fpeech in declaring one’s fenti-
ments of publick men and meafures, though
without the fmalleft mixture of the love of
fatire and calumny, are often the caufes of
envy, jealoufy, and averfion in men of a dif-
ferent charaéter, and more efpecially of per-
fons in office and high ftation.” And this feems
to have been the caufe that made Mr. Du
Calvet obnoxious to fome perfons of power in
. Canada. i

But, not to dwell upon conjectures, it is
time to mention the firft quarrel Mr. Du Cal«
vet had in the province that he can confider in
any degree as leading to the fubfequent ill
treatment he met with from various perfons
employed in the fervice of Government,

There
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There is at Montreal, a Mr. John Frafer, a

Scotch Gentleman, who had been a captain in
his Majefty’s 6oth regiment of foot, called
the North Americans, (which confifted of four
battalions,) in the war which ended in theyear
1763 ; in which regiment he became acquain-
ted with General Haldimand, who was then.
a field-officer in the fame regiment.

This Gentleman was in one of the batta-
lions of that numerous regiment, which were
reduced after the peace, and he confequently
was put on half-pay. After ferving in Ca-
nada during the war, he fettled there after the
peace, and married a Roman-Catholick Lady
of the name of Des Chambaud, with whom he
lived at Montreal. As he was well acquain-
ted with the French language, General Mur-
ray, when Governour of the province in 1764,
made him one of the Judges of the Court of
Common Pleas, which he had erected at Mont-
real for the accommodation of the French, or
Canadian, inhabitants of the province. |

- In this office he condu&ed himfelf with
confiderable ability, and great gravity, though
not without fome complaints of the fuitors in
his court for partiality in his decifions upon
fome occafions.  And Mr. Du Calvet in par-
ticular had had reafon to make fuch acom-
plaint of him on acccunt of a decifion he had
made in the year 1770 in an action brought

by
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by Mr. Du Calvet againft a Mr. Mofes Hazen
'for a debt of about fifty pounds fterling, due
to him for fome goods he had fold him. “This,
however, had made no breach, or quarrel, be-
tween Mr, Frafer and Mr. Du Calvet, t’hough.,
perhaps, the complaints Mr. Du Calvet had

made on the occafion to Mr. Hey, the chief
Juftice of the province, may have given Mr.
Frafer fome offence, and brought on that ge-~
neral indifpofition againft Mr. Du Calvet,
which fome time after broke out both in words
and actions in a2 manner quite inconfiftent with
the decorum of condu& which Captain Fraft
bad, for the moft part, till then obferved.
The hiftory of this quarrel is as follows.

On the 24th of June, 1771, about three
o'clock in the afternoon, Nir. Du Calvet was
ftanding, or walking backwards and forwards,
upon the gallery before his houfe at Montreal ;
for it muft be obferved that many of the h:)ufes
at Montreal have galleries before them. The
ftreet was at that time full of carts that were
bringing materials for the building of a new
church, that was afterwards dedicated to the
Virgin Mary by the title of Nétre Dame de bon
fecours. Thefe carts fo blocked up the flreer
that it was diflicult for any other carriage to
pafs along it. Things being in this ftate, Cap-
tain Frafer came by, with his wife, in a one-
horle chaife, intending to go a few miles for
their pleafure and “to take the air.  But «the

: - carts
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earts prevented his going on. This greatly
offended him and put him in a violent paffion ;.
infomuch that he lifted up his whip to ftrike
the carman that belonged to the cart that was
moft direétly in his way ; but, upon the man’s
preparing to defend himfelf and to make a
like ufe of Ais whip in return, he thought
better of the matter and did not ftrike him.
But, as he was near Mr. Du Calvet’s gallery;
where Mr. Du Calvet was then ftanding, he
called out to him in a haughty and angry tone
of voice; and at the fame time lifted up his
whip towardshimina threatening manner, and,
%ithout calling him by his name, addrefled
him in thefe words, ¢ Dis donc; He! Ne fcais
““ fu pas faire arranger cette rue?” that 1s,
 Tell me, you, d’ye hear ? Don’t you know
¢ how to regulate the placing of the carts in
‘. the ftreet better than this comes to ?” allu-
ding to Mr. Du Calvet’s being a Juftice of the
Peace, and to the obligation he therefore fup-
pofed him to lic under to take care that all
nuifances were removed out of the ftreets. Mr.
Du Calvet afked him whether he {poke to him,
and Mr. Frafer faid “yes, that it was to him
< he fpoke,” and then repeated the former
words again in a ftill more haughty and angry
tone of voice than before. To this Mr. Du
Calvet (who was extremely furprized and
fhocked at this infolent behaviour, as he had
never before had any perfonal difpute with
Captain Frafer,) made an anfwer, ““that he,

6c Mr'
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* Mr. Frafer, being likewife a Jufticeof Peacé;
¢ (for Mr. Frafer was at this time not only 2
“ Judge of the Court of Common Pleas at
“ Montreal, but a Juftice of the Peace for
“ that diftrict, and likewife pay-mafter of the
“¢ garrifon of Montreal, and a Judge of the
“ Prerogative Court;) might if he chofe it,
“¢ regulate the placing of the carts himfelf.”
Upon which Mr. Frafer, the way being by
this time cleared for him, purfued his journey
without making any reply.

But the tranfadlion did not go out of his
mind. For on the very fame day, betwen 3
and g o'clock in the evening, as Mr. Du Cal-
vet was walking on his gallery with a Mr.
* Bernard and a Mr. Bondfield, Mr. Frafer
came again to him, and defiredghim to ficp
down from his gallery ; “ for that he wanted
“ to fpeak to him.” Mr. Dua Calvetaccord-
ingly went down the fteps of the gallery inta
the fireet to {peak with Mr. Frafer: and then
Mr. Frafer atked him, “ what it was he had

< faid to him when he was pafiing by in his.
““ chaife.” Mr.Du Calvet repeated the words

he had madeufe of on the former eccalion, and
reminded him of the expreffions whicivhe, [Vir,
Frafer; had ufed juft before, and to whichthey
had been faid in anfwer. Upon which M.
Frafer faid, “He well remembered the words
¢ himielf ‘had ufed on that occafion; but
% that his rank and office gave him a right to

& ““ {peak

>y
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« {peak in that tone of authority.” Mr. Du
Calvet replied, ““that in his opinion Mr.
“¢ Frafer was not authorized to {peak in that
“¢ haughty manner either to him or any
¢ other perfon.” And upon this Mr. Frafer
left Mr. Du Calvet, and went away. Thefe
difputes happened on the 24th of June, 1771.

Some reports of thefe difputes between Mr.
Frafer and Mr. Du Calvet being {pread abroad,
Mr. Frafer thought his honour required that
he fhould perfonally chaftife Mr. Du Calvet
for what he called the infolence of his beha-
viour to him ; though it was, as we have {een,
nothing more than a juft and neceflary return
to the very infolent language which Mr. Fra-
fer had firft gfed towards him.

This refolution he attempted to execute on
the 29th of June, 1771, five days after the
former difpute. On that day, at about 3 o’clock
in the afternoon, Mr. Frafer, after walking
forabout a quarter of an hour near the fcite of
the new church above-mentioned of Ndzre
Dame de Bon Secours, (which was then going
to be built) in company with Monfieur de
Saint Ours and Monfieur de Rowville, two French
gentlemen of Montreal, ftept afide from his
companions, and went to the bottom of the
gallery of Mr. Du Calvet’s houfe, where Mr.
Du Calvet was then walking with Mr. Ber-
nard, Mr, Du Mas, and fome other friends.

He
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He there called to Mr. Du Calvet, and defi-
red him to ftep down from the gallery; for
that he wanted to f{peak to him. Mr. Da
Calvet accordingly came down from the gal-
lery, and went up to him to hear what he want-
ed to tell him. Bat, juft as Mr. Du Calve:
came within his reach, he fuddenly feized him
by the collar with his left hand with great
violence, and brandifhed in his right hand a
little cane of about the length of three fect
with a leaden ball in the top, or handle of it,
but which, as he held the cane, was at the
further end of it. With this cane he endea-
voured to give Mr. Du Calvet a blow on the
head, fo that the leaden ball fhould have
ftruck him there, if the blow had taken place ;
at the fame time accompanying his aflault
with thefe infolent expreflions: ¢ I forbore
¢¢ the other day to chaftife you as you deferved
¢¢ with my horfewhip, becaufe I was afraid of
¢ the inconveniences I might have fuffered
“ fromit byyour fuing me for it ina Court of
¢ Law. But now 1 am refolved to do it,
¢« whatever may be the confequences.” But
Mr. Du Calvet warded off the blow with his
left hand, and laid hold of the cane, and
wrenched it out of Mr. Frafer’s hand. Upon
which Mr. Frafer ftruck him a violent blow
with his fift on the left fide of his head a little
below the temple, which almoft ftunned him,

G2 and
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and gave him likewife a fecond blow on the
right fide of the head.

Mr. Du Calvet, however, though a man of
much lefs ftrength and ftature than Mr. Fra-
fer, (thelatter being five feet, eleven inehes,
or fix feet, Englith meafure, high, and Mr.
Du Calvet only about five feet, five inches,)
made what refiftance he could, and laid hold
on Mr. Frafer's hair, and kept his hold of it
till in flruggling they both fell upon the
ground, where Mr. Du Calvet had fo far the
advantage in the {cuffle that Mr. Frafer cried
out for affiftance in thefe French words, * Au
< fecours; Au fecourss om me tué, on me tué.”
Upon which Captain Maxwell, and Mr. Ro-
bertion, then a half-pay Lieutenant, and a
Juftice of Peace at Montreal, (but who has
fince been made Captain of the Grenadiers in
the $4th regiment, or Roye/ Emigrants,) came
upand parted them, and conducted Mr. Fra-
{fer home,

This fcuffie happened in the prefence of a
great number of people, it being at the very
time of a Roman-Catholick proceflion that
was making in the fame fireet, and very near
both Mr. Frafer’s and Mr. Du Calvet’s houfes,
(which were on different fides of the fame
ftreet, and nearly over againft each other;)
to confecrate the firft ftone of the new church
above-mentioned of Nétre Danie de bon Secours,

which
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which was jult going, or beginning, to be’
built there.

Amonglt other perfons prefent at it were
Colonel Prevoft, who was at that time Com-
manding Officer at Montreal, (and who has
fince been better known by the title of Gene-
ral Prevof’r, and who commanded the King’s
troops in Georgia in the late unhappy Ameri-
gan war,) and Mr. Bruyere, who is at this da
Governour of Prince devd his Majefty’s
fourth Son.

It has been mentioned above, thatinan ac-
tion brought by Mr. Du Calvet againft Mr.
Mofes Hazen in the year 1770, 1n the Court
of Common Pleas at Montreal, where Mr.
Frafer was one of the Judges, Mr. Du Calvet
had conceived himfelf to have been injured by
Mr. Frafer in his chara¢ter of a Judge, and
had made complaints of Mr. Frafer’s condut
on the occafion to Mr. Hey, the Chief Juf-
tice of the province, from whom he thought
he could obtain redrefs of the injury by way of
appeal trom the Court of Common Pleas to
the Supreme Court, or Court of King’s Bench;
of which Mr. Hey was the only Judge. Mr.,
Hey was of opinion that Mr. Du Calvet had
had great injuftice done him by the proceed-
ing in the Court of Common Pleas, but yet
that it was not a matter which could be brought
by appeal into his Court. It had been a pre«

' ference
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ference given to the execution of a Judgment
againft Mr. Hazen that was pofteriour to the
Judgment which Mr. Du Calvet had obtained
againft him; by means of which preference
the effeéts of Mr. Hazen were applied to the
payment of that other debt, and the debt to
Mr. Du Calvet remained wholly unpaid, and
- remains fo at this day.

The complaint, which Mr. Du Calvet had
made to Mr. Hey concerning this proceeding
of Mr. Frafer had been communicated to Mr.
Frafer, and probably much offended him. For
Mr. Du Calvet was informed by the late wor-
thy Mr. Martehl (who a&ed for many years
with great honour and reputation as a Juftice
of the Peace, in the province of Quebeck,
firft, for the diftri¢t of Quebeck, and after-
wards for that of Montreal,) that, after this
judgment in the Common Pleas, but before
the above recited quarrels between Mr. Fra-
fer and Mr. Du Calvet on the 21t and 29th
days of June, 1771, Mr. Frafer, being at
dinner at Colonel Chriftie’s table, had faid
thefe words, “ Qne Fuflice of Peace, Mr. Wal-
 ker of Montreal, bas bad bis ears cut off : an-
- ‘¢ other, {alluding to Mr. Du Calvet,) will bave
¢ bis tongue cut out.”

Thefe words were {poken at table in the
prefence of Mr. Martehl, a perfon of un-
doubted veracity, who was one of the com-

pany
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pany at dinner: And he immediately after-
wards gave notice of them to Mr. Du Cal-
vet, not with a view to irritate him again(t
Mr. Frafer, but to put him upon his guard
againft the bad defigns bis enemies feemed to
entertain againft him, and to warn him to be
cautious not to give them any handle againft

him, or to do any thing that might further
provoke them.

Mr. Du Calvet accordingly took no notice
of them to Mr. Frafer, but conduted him-
felf with as much caution and prudence as
pofiible, in order to avoid any offence to any
body. But, as we have feen above, the re-
fentment againft him was already too ftrongly
rooted in Mr. Frafer’s breaft, to fubfide with-
out fome publick mark of it; and it accord-
ingly broke out fome time after in the quarrels
of the 211t and 29th of June, 1771, of which
an account has been given in the foregoing

Pages.

Thefe unhappy difputes with Mr. Frafer
were attended with a feries of further bad
confequences to Mr. Du Calvet.  From that
time forwards Mr. Du Calvet never could
fucceed in any of the fuits he inftituted in
the Court of Common Pleas at Montreal be-
fore Mr. Frafer ; of which, as he was then
engaged in trade, there were a confiderable
number : But his claims were always judged

to
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to be infufficient. And in a variety of other
inftances befides thefe difappointments in Mr.
Frafer’s Court of Common Pleas, Mr. Du
LCalvet experienced the inconvenience of hav-
ing Mr. Frafer for his enemy. Mor. Frafer’s
friends became his enemies as well as Mr.
Erafer himfelf. Mr. Mabane, another Scotch
gentleman, who lived at Quebeck, where he
was Surgeon of the Garrifon and one of the
Judges of the Court of Common Pleas for
that diftri¢t, and who was a great friend of
Mr. Frafer; gave foon after a proof of avers
fion to Mz. Du Calvet, which much furprized
him, as Mr. Mabane had till then been al-
‘ways very civil to him.

Mr. Du Calvet had occafion to go from
Montreal, where he refided, to O\ebeck upon
fome bufinefs a few days after Mr. Frafer’s
-violent affault upon him on the 29th of June,
1771. He there paid a vifit to Mr. Claud
Panet, the Lawyer of Quebeck, and while
he was with him, Mr. Mabane happened to
come in. Mr. Du Calvet went up to him in
a friendly manner, as ufual, to pay him the
~common compliments; but Mr. Mabane
drew back from him with an air of furprize
and diflike, and without f{peaking a word;
and foon after took his leave of Mr. Panet,
after a very fhort conver(ation with him.

This
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. This change in Mr. Mabane’s behaviour
furprized Mr. Du Calvet exceedingly, and
appeared to him perfe@ly unaccountable, as
they had always before that time been upon
good terms with each other. But Mr. Panet,
obferving his furprize, {foon removed it, by
telling him that the coldnefs and diftance of
Mr. Mabane’s behaviour to him was owing
to his friendfhip for Mr. Frafer. After ftay-
ing a few days at Quebeck, Mr. Da Calvet
returned home to Montreal.

In the courfe of the Autumn of the fame
year, 1771, another affault, of a more dange-
rous nature than the former, was made upon
Mr. Du Calvet by fome of his enemies; but
he never could difcover with certainty, by
swhom. As he was fitting at table in his
houfe at Montreal with fome company that
fupped with him on the 30th of O&tober, at
about 8 o’clock in the evening, a great ftone
was thrown at the glafs-door of the hall
‘where he and his company were fitting, which,
broke with great violence through one of the
panes of the door and fell near the table.
Mr. Du Calvet immediately rofe from table
and ran to the hall-door to fee what was the
matter: and, juft as he had got to the door and
was opening it, a piftol, or other fire-arm,
Ioaded with a ball, was fired at him, and thé
ball paffed clofe to his body and ftuck in
the wall on the fide of the hall-door. He
went out; notwithﬁanding, to try to find out

H whe
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whohad madethis wicked attempt upon hislife:
but, asit wasa very dark night, withagood deal
of {now, or fleet, falling at that very time, he
could only fee, by the light of the flath of the
fire-arm, that 2 man was making off from
the houfe with precipitation, but could not
diftinguith who it was. He neverthelefs
could not help fufpe@ing that it was fome
one of Mr. Frafer’s fervants, not only be-
caufe Mr. Frafer had himfelf made that vio-
lent aflault upon him which has been already
mentioned, on the 29th of the preceeding
month of June, 1771, but becaufe he had
{urprized two of Mr. Frafer’s fervants on the
gallery before his houfe on the 31ft of the
preceeding month of July, 1771, at half an
hour after nine o’clock at night, who had,
upon his coming out fuddenly from the houfe
and feeing them, run haftily away with marks
of confufion, as perfons who were employed
upon a bufinefs they withed to conceal, and
he had likewife feen the fame fervants man
other evenings after the faid 31ft of July,
about the fame hour of the night, walking .
or loitering near his houfe in a very fufpici-
ous manner.

Mr. Du Calvet, however, refolved to ufe
every means in his power to difcover who
was the author of this infamous attempt to
murder him, and he therefore drew up an
advertifement to be publifhed in the Quebeck

Gazette,
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Gazette, with an offer of a reward of 1ocl.
of current money of the provincs, or 75l
fterling, to any perfon who fhould difcover the
perfon who had been guilty of it, to be paid
as foon as fuch perfon fhould be conwéLed_
This advertifement was as follows.

Avertiffement de Pierre Du Calver
: \ ;
Ecuyer, Juge a Paix.

Hier au ﬁ:zr, o Ocobre, 1771, entre les
ﬁ’pt beures, 'vmgz: minutes, et /ﬂpt heures et
demi, le Steur Du Calvet, étant a fiuper dans
la falle de fa maifon, I'on jetia une groffe pierre
avec grande wviolence & Iravers les vitres de lo
porte de Dentrée de [a maifon; laguelle a fra-
caffé un peu un barreau, a caffe un vitre, et a
arraché deux petits clous, et a emporie et juil un
trou @ un wolet de foile. Sur cola b Sieur Du
Calvet, neveu, fortit [ir la galerie tout de ﬁziz‘e,
et Uautre Pierre Du Ca/vez‘ fortit avec /5;2 epée:
et des auffitdt on tira un coup de piffolet cu a’ L7
autre arme & jfeu, au Sieur Pierre Du Caluct,
oncle. Le coup fut tiré de la riie un peu fur le
long de la galérie ou éroit le fufiit Sieur Du Cal=
vet,

Le Sieur Pierre Du Calvet offre de récom-
penfe a celui on @ ceux qui lur donmeront une
preuve réelle du fait, une fomme de dex miiles

H 2 Sfehelins,



{ &

[ehelins, argent “courant de la province, payable
dés auffitt la conviction donnee.

Le judit Pierre Du Calvet fazt obferver
qu'il wa point eu ni difpute ni aucune mauvaife
parole avec qui que ce foit, depuis le jour de la
Saint fean et de la Saint Pierre, que Pon vint
Lajla finer fur Ja galérie, et que du depuis il a
Frouvé les domeftiques de Sfean Frafer fur fa ga-
Ierze et d roder aux environs de fa maifon. Fait
2 Montréal le 315 Oclobre, 1771.

Signé, Pierre Du Calvet.

This advertifement Mr. Du Calvet fent up
o Quebeck inclofed in a letter addrefled to
the late Mr. Kneller and Mr. Williams, two
lawyers of eminence at Quebeck; and he in-
clofed both the advertifement itfelf and the
letter to Mr. Kneller. and Mr. Williams in
another letter addrefled to Heétor Theophilus
Cramahe, Efg; the Lieutenant-Governour of
the province, who at that time governed the
province inftead of General Carleton, the Go-
yernour, who was then in England.

‘This communication of the advertlfement
to the Licutenant-Governour was at that time
a neceflary ftep to it’s being publlfhed in the
Quebeck Gazette ; as nothing was then per-

“mitted to be prmtcd in that paper without
the
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the Lieutenant-Governour’s confent; and
there was then no other news-paper publifhed
in the province. But Mr. Cramahé would
not permit this advertifement to be publifhed,
chiefly (as he alledged in his anfwer to Mr.
Du Calvet’s letter,) becaufe of the laft para-
graph of it, which throws out a fufpicion that
Mr. Frafer had been privy to that vile at-
tempt. This paragraph, however, Mr. Cra-
mahé might have erafed from the advertife-
ment, as Mr. Du Calvet had fubmitted the
whole to his revifal and corre&ion. And he
furely ought to have permitted the publica-
tion of it, fo corre@ed, as it was the moft
likely means of difcovering and bringing to
punifhment the authors of that infamous at-
tempt, the impunity of which was a difgrace
to the government of the province, of which
he was at the head. But, as the Lieutenant-
Governour would not allow the advertifement
to be publithed in the news-paper, no difco-
very was made either then, or at any time
fince, of the perfons who were concerned in

‘that attempt, and the ends of juftice have
been eluded. '

It has been feen above that Mr. Mabane,
the Judge of the Common Pleas at Quebeck,
took part fo ftrongly with Mr. Frafer of Mon-
treal in his quarrel with Mr. Du Calvet, that,
when Mr. Du Calvet met him at Mr. Claud
Panet’s the Lawyer at Quebeck, a few days

“ after
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after Mr. Frafer’s affault upon him, he would
not condefcend to {peak to him, though till
that time he had always behaved to him in 2
civil and friendly manner. This diflike of
Mr. Mabane continued ever after, and fhewed
itfelf in a variety of inftances to Mr. Du Cal-
vet’s prejudice.  Nor can Mr. Du Calvet en-
tertain a doubt but that his late caufelefs and
cruel imprifonment by General Haldimand
for more than two years and feven months,
has been owing, in a great meafure, to Mr.
Dabane’s advice and f{uggeftions to that Ge-
neral, over whom he is known to have ac-
quired a great afcendant. But an inftance of
this diflike that is more capable of proof,
occurred in the year .1774; which it will
here be proper to ftate. It was as follows.

It is cuftomary in the town of Montreal,
when the fnow (which lies a foot deep in
the ftreets during the winter,) begins to melt
in the {pring, to cut little trenches, or chan-
nels, in it, to diret the courfe of the melted
fnow, fo that it fhall not run into, and {poil,
the cellars and lower parts of the houfes.
Such a little trench Mr. Du Calvet had made
in the ftreet of Montreal near the bottom of
‘the iteps of the gallery before his houfe in
the month of March, 1774. 1t was bat
three feet long, and therefore did not much
encroach on the paffage-way of the fireet,
which in that part of it was 48 feet broad:

| it's
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it’s breadth was about nine inches, and it’s
depth about fix inches.

Mr. Mabane was at this time at Montreal
together with Mr. Dunn, to hold a feffion of
Oyer and Terminer there, in lieu of Mr.
Hey, the Chief Jufticeof the province; thatgen-
tleman being then in England with a leave of
abfence from the province, and his office of
Chief Juftice being executed by three commif-
fionersappointed for that purpofe, of whom Mr.
Mabaneand Mr. Dunn were two. Mr. Mabane
lodgedduring thefeflionatalarge houfein Mon-
treal, which is generally called the houfe of
the India Company, becaufe it had, in the
time of the French Government, belonged

'to the French Eaft India Company, but at
that time was the property of a Mr. William
Grant, of Quebeck.

Here Captain Gordon of the 26th regiment
had fpent the evening with Mr. Mabane, and
in his return very late at night to his own
lodging in a cariole, or fledge, happened to
run againft this trench cut by Mr. Du Calvet
and was overturned : an accident which often
happens, and may be produced by very {mall
obftacles or inequalities in the ground, but
which is feldom attended with bad confe=
quences.

The
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The next morning Captain Gordon wag
again at Mr. Mabane’s, and related to him
the overturn he had met with the foregoing
night near Mr. Du Calvet’s houfe, adding that
thofe trenches in the fnow (of which there
were then many in the ftreet, and very large
ones,) were very inconvenient in the night-
time, when one could not fee them. Mr.
Mabane (the reprefentative of the Chief Juf-
tice,) upon this told the Captain, ¢ he would
¢ advife him to employ the foldiers under
‘¢ his command to fill the trench up.” The
Captain afked him, * Whether he could do
¢¢ 1t fafely according to Law?” And the great
Magiftrate anfwered, ¢ That moft certainly
““ he could.” Upén this encouragement Cap-
tain Gordon fent a férjeant and a party of
foldiers to fill up the trench; which they
immediately filled up, and more than filled
up, heaping the f{now there to a greater
height than in the adjoining part of the ftreet,
{0 as to make a bank of fnow near Mr. Du
‘Calvet’s houfe. The confequence was, that
Mr. Du Calvet’s cellars were very foon filled
with water. ‘

Alittle after this proceeding, as Captain Gor-
don happened to be paffing by Mr. Du Cal-
vet’s houfe, Mr. Du Calvet fpoke tohim, and de-
fired him juf} to look intohis cellarsand fee w hat
a deal of damage he and his {oldiers had done to

him
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him by filling up thelittletrench by which thé
water had ufed to run off. 'The Captain an-
fwered with haughtinefs, ¢That he was per-
¢ fe@ly indifferent about that matter, and
¢ that, if Mr. Du Calvet fhould open the
«¢ trench again, he would fend all his foldiers
¢ to fill it up again.” Mr. Du Calvet upon
this went repeatedly to Colonel Templar's
lodging, who was at that time the Command-
ing Ofhicer at Montreal, in order to complain
to him of the injury that Captain Gordon had
done him. But the Colonel always ordered his
fervaats to tell Mr. Du Calvet that he was not
at home; fo that Mr. Du Calvet could never
get an opportunity of fpeaking to him. This
reduced Mr. Du Calvet to the necefiity of wri-
ting a letter on the fubjec to Colonel Johns,
who was at that time the Commanding Officer
in the province, General Carleton being then
in England. Colonel Johns did not neglect
his complaint, but wrote to Colonel Temp-~
lar about it. But in the interval between Mr.
Du Calvet’s writing his letter to Colonel Johns,
and Colonel Templar’s receiving theletter writ-
ten to him by Colonel Johnsupon the fubject,
Mr, Du Calvet receiyed a new infult from ths
troops at Montreal that were under the coms
]m;énd of Captain Gordon ang Colonel Temp-
ar.

~ Abont forty foldiers, with an officer at their
head, with their drums and fifes, as they were
X | going



i o §

going to mount guard about eleven o’Clock in

the morning, inftead of walking, as ufual, in

the {treet before Mr. Du Calvet’s houfe, walked

over the gallery that was before it in an info-

lent and alarming manner, ftamping hard
upon it with their feet to ftrike a terror, and

breaking feveral of his windows. Mr. Du

Calvet’s wife, who was then with child, was

fo much frightened at this threatening beha-

viour, that the was immediately taken ill and

{pit blood, and never recovered her health af-

terwards, but died in the following month of
December, 1774, and, as it was generally

thought, of the confequences of this alarm.

- Captain Gordon has often declared fince
this affair, that he never fhould have thought
of filling up the trench which Mr. Du Calvet
had made to turn off the water from his houfe,
if Mr. Mabane had not encouraged him to it,
and told him he might lawfuily do it. This
declaration of Captain Gordon was made freely
and openly at the table of Mr. DeLifle, the
Proteftant clergyman at Montreal, who is
chaplain of the garrifon of that town, and in
the prefence of the late Mr. Martehl, the
Juftice of Peace: and both Mr. Martehl and
Mr. DeLifle mentioned it to Mr. Du Calvet
immediately after it had been made.

There is at Montreal a French, or Cana-
dian, Gentleman, named Monfieur de Rouville,
| who
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who was employed in a Judicial office at Trors
rivieres, or Three rivers, in the time of the
French government. This office had been
fuppreffed of courfe at the conqueft. of the
province by General Ambherft, in September,
1760, together with ‘all other employments
under the French King’s authority. And, as
Mr. de Rouvilie was a Roman-Catholick, he
was confidered as unqualified to hold anyju-
dicial employment in the province till the lat
a&t of parliament in the year 1774, for regu-
lating the governmen: of that province; by
which the diftin@ion between Proteftants and
Roman-Catholicks, with refpe& to their ca-
pacity of holding employments, is taken away,
provided they take a certain new oath pre-
fcribed by that a& in licu of the oath of fupre-
macy. But as foon as that a& took p]ucb in
the province, that is, in the month of May
in the year 1775, Mr. de Rouville was advan-
ced to be one of the Con/emawn of the Peace
for the diftrit of Meoentreal, in conjunction
with Mr. John Frafer arnd Mr. Martehl,
whohad been the Judges of the Court of Com
mon Pleas for that diitrict before the abolition
of that and all other Courts of Jufttice in the
province by the faid act of parliament. And,
fince that time, upon the re-eftablithment of
the two Courts of Common Pleas at Quebeck
.and Montreal,with three Judges, inftead of two,
in each Court, Mr. de Rouviile hasbe eqappomted
one of the Judges of that court at Montreal, in

conjunction with Mr. Frafer and Mr. Mar-
I2 tehl,
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teh], and, fince the death of Mr. Martehl, in
conjunction with Mr. Frafer and Mr. lems,
#r. Frafer and Mr.Owen, and Mr. Frafer and
Mr. Southoufe, who are ftill the Judges there.

This appointment-of Monfieur de Rouville,
to fo great a judicial office was by no means.
agreeable to the French, or Canadian, inhabi-
tants of Montreal and it’s neighbourhood, as.
the violence and haughtinefs of his temper
were well known to them, and fome of them
remembered how ill the people of Truzs riviers
had been fatisfied with his conduct asa Judge
when he aéted in that capacity in the time of
the French government. Nor did he feem to
be difpofed to a&t with more mildnefs and ma-
deration upon his new advancement to powerin
the year 1775. For one of the firft things he
did in his office of Confervator of the Pem:e in
May, 1775, was, in conjuncion with the other
two confervators, Mr. John Frafer above-
mentioned and Mr. Martehl, (of whom the
laft gentleman, though perfectly well difpofed
to do juftice himflf, fometlmes let himfelf be
over-ruled, or over-borne, by the violence of
Mr. Frafer’s refolutions;) to fend a young
merchant of Montreal, whofe name was Da-
“wid Salifbury Franks, to prifon for faying, “that
#¢ the offence that had been committed in the
¢ morning of the 1t of May by fome perfons,
¢¢ who are Pu]l unknown, (thouoh it was, in
¥ his 0pm10n, a very great offence, and one

¢ that
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* that he wifhed to fee difcovered and punifh=~
*“ ed, and for the difcovering of which he
“ was willing to contribute his fhare of the
“ reward offered by the Englifh Merchants of
“¢ Montreal, which was no lefs than a hun-
¢ dred pounds,) could not by the laws of
* England, as he believed, be punithed with
‘¢ death.” For giving this opinion in the
courfe of a converfation with fome other
Englith Merchants on the morning of the 2d,
of May, 1775, in oppofition to the opinion of
a French or Canadian gentleman, whofe name
was Francois Marie Picoté de Bellefire, and
who faid *¢ the offender ought to be hanged for
“¢ this offence,” Monfieur de Rouville, with
his brother confervators of the peate, commit=
ted the young man to prifon, and refufed to
take 10,000/, bail, which was offered by his
friends for his appearance to anfwer any charge
that might be brought againtt him for it.

The words of the warrant, or order of com-
mitment, are remarkable ; ¢ Nous, confidérant
¢ combien tout bon citoyen . doit envifager avec
“ horreur un acle aulli atroce, et que par confé-
£ quent, touts les propos qui tendent a dire que
“ C'eft peu de chofés, doivent étreréputcs criminels,
““ wous grdonnons de comvtiire le dit Salifbury
< Franks dans la prifon de cette ville, &c.” This
was the firft fpecimen which Monfieur de
Rouville gave of the manner in which he was
likely to exercife the authority with which he

" had
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had newly been invefted by the Governour of
the province.

A particular account of the whole tranfac-
tion may be feen in the book intitled, Add:-
tional papers concerning the province of Quebeck,
publithed in the year 1776, and fold by B.
White, book{eller in Fleet Street, pages 152,
153,—— 169. And other particulars con-
cerning the character and conduct of this Mon-
fieurde Rouville may befeenin the fame book,

pages 83, 84, and 83.

This Monfieur de Rouville had been a good
deal conneted with Mr. Frafer before the
year 1775, when he was joined with him in
the commiffion of Confervators of the peace for
the diftriét of Montreal. And it may be re-
membered that in the account given above of
the very deliberate and premeditated aflault
made by Mr. Frafer upon Mr. Du Calvet on
the 2gth of June, 1771, it appeared that Mr.
Frafer had been walking and converfing with
Monfieur de Rouville immediately before, and
went from Monfieur de Rouville to Mr. Du
Calvet and made the affault upon him in Mon-
fieur de Rouville’s prefence: {o that it feems
highly probable tha_the defign of affaulting
and chaftifing (as Mr. Frafer called it) Mr. Dy
Calvet on that occafion had been mentioned

to,
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to, and concerted with, Monfieur dc Rou-’
ville. _

But, however this might be, it is certain
that, when Monficur de Rouville was exalted
(to the furprize and mortification of the inha-
bitants of Montreal,) tothe high offices, firft,
of Confervator of the Peace for that diftrict,
and afterwards of Judge of the Court of Com-~
mon Pleas in it, he gave many proofs of en~"
mity to Mr, Du Calvet. And Mr. Du Cal-
vet conceives that it was owing to the known
enmity of Mr. Frafer and Monfieur de Rou-
ville' towards him, and the impunity with
which it was from thence ﬁlp ofed that any’
injuries might be committe cf againft him,
that fo many people ventured to infult and in-
jure him in various ways, which it will be
proper juft to mention, but without enlarging
on all the circumftances of them, left this nar-
rative fhould run to too great a length.

But, firft, it may not be amifs to infert a
part of a letter from Mr. Jenkins Williams,
(a Lawyer of ability and eminence in the pro-
vince, and whom Mr. Du Calvet had ufually
employed in his law-bufinefs,) dated at Que-
beck on the 3d. of O&ober, 1776, by which
it will appear that Mr. Frafer and Monfieur
de Rouville were o well known to be Mr.
Du Calvet's enemies, thatno Juftice could be

expeled
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expetted for him in any fuits he fhould bring
in the Court of which they were Judges.

Me woici tonjours a vétre ﬁ'rtw'ce. Les papiers
que J ai en main font toujours préts ; et ‘ofe ef~
Pérer que vous viendrez au point d'obtenir Fuflice
contre ccux gz:z Vous ont vouly ruiner.

e wous plains de plus en plus: Car Fe vois
taiijours places Monfieur Frafer et Monfieur Rou-
'vz//e, (qui font touts deux vos ennemis, ) pour fuges
a Montréal. e crois /ermemerzz‘ que vous ferezt
obligé de prendre le parti de vous arranger et d'e
terminer v0s aﬁazrﬁ de Commerce @ Montréal, &
caufe de Uinimitié de Meffieurs Frafer et de Rou-
‘wlle that 15, in Englifh; «I am fhill, as every

¢ at your fervicec The papers in my hands
¢ are ready to be produced ; and I do venture
¢ to hope that you will at laft fucceed in ha=
“ ving Juftice done you againft thofc who
«« have endeavoured to ruin you.

“¢ ] pity you more and more, the more [
¢ confider your fituation. For I fee that Mr..
¢¢ Frafer and Monfieur de Rouville, (who
“ are, both of them, your enemies,) are ftill
s¢ Judges at Montréal. 1 verily believe that
¢ you will be reduced -to the neceffity o
¢ making up your differences with  your
¢ debtors in the beft manner youw can, and
“ of ceafing to have any further concerns of a
¢ commejcxal nature at Montseal, on account

1 Of
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é of the enmity of Mr. Frafer and Mr. de
¢ Rouville.” -

While Mr. Du Calvet was thus unfortu-
nately the object of Mr. Frafer’s and Monfieur,
de Rouville’s averfion at Montreal; and of
Mr. Mabane’s at Quebeck, he was repeatedly
injured in his-property in a moft fhameful
manner; without being able to obtain the
leaft redrefs.

'The gallery before his houfe at Montteal
was feveral times broke in feveral places, and
with evident marks of 1t’s being done on pur<
pofe; and in the night of the 8th of April;
1779, at a little after 2 o’clock in the morning,
he was waked by a great noife, which made
him rife immediately to fee what was the mat-
ter. He went out of his houle, and faw {e-
ven or eight men armed with hatchets o
Indian tomahawks, with which they were
cutting and breaking to pieces the rails of his
gallery. But, upon feeing him come out,
they went away from the houfe; as perfons
who were afraid of being difcovered. Mr:
Du Calvet, neverthelefs, went down the fteps
of his gallery, and, with his {word drawn,
went up to one of them, who was behind the
reft, and atked him, ¢ Whether he had been
« concerned in deffroying the rails of his gal-
« lery?” To which the other anfwered, «“Qh!
« No, Sir; not J, I can aflure you. I wag

4 | “ only
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¢ only gnietly pafling along the ftreet in my
«« way home.” Upon which Mr. Du Calvet
took his word and let him go about his bufi-
nefs. This man had not a hatchet in his
hand, as the other men had who had run away
upon Mr. Du Calvet’s firlt coming out: but
he had a piftol concealed in his breatt.

Thefe men being all gone out of fight,
Mr. Du Calvet hoped the mifchief was all over,
and went into his houfe, and went to bed
again. But he was foon obliged to rife again
by a fecond attack of the fame kind upon his
rails by five or fix men armed with hatchets,
whom he altually furprifed in the a&t of cut-
ting them to pieces: but upon his again go-
ing out towards them, they run off again with
precipitation, as before. He then went into
the houfe again, butdid not gotobed: andin
five or fix minutes after he heard the fame
noife again, and, going out again in hafte,
faw the fame number of men employed in the
fame manner, who again run oft upon feeing
him, asthey had done before, and after that
did not return, when they faw Mr. Du Cal-
vet was thus upon the watch to difcover them.

The number of rails they cut to pieces in
thefe three attacks was 62. 'There was at this
time, 1779, a Gazette publithed at Montreal
by the title of Gazette Littéraire, befides the
Gazette publithed at Quebeck, which had

{ubfifted
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{ubfifted ever fince the year 1764. ‘This
Gazette of Montreal had been fet up, with
Governour Carleton’s permiffion, about the
year 1777. In this Gazette at Montreal, on
the 14th of April, 1779, Mr. Du Calvet
publithed the following advertifement, in
which heoffered a reward of ahundred Spanith
dollars to any one who fhould difcover the
perfons who had made this attack upon his
gallery.

A LIMPRIMEUR.

_ Je wous ferai obligé, Monfieur, de wouloir
inférer dans la feuille ce qui Suit.

Pierre Du Calvet,

T avois cre jufg’ @ ce Sfour que les Maifons
des Citoyens étotent leurs fortereffes, €& qulaucun
Malfaiteur ne pouvort impunément violer les droits
de propriété. e me fuistrompé,ou du moins ai-je-
lieu de le croire, d’aprés ce qui eff arrivé dans la
nuit du 8 du coyrant, @ deux beures & un quart
du matin.

e fus réveillé par un bruit qui w'étoit pas or-
dinaire. e fortis & wis Plufieurs bommes armés,
qui en apparence ayant reconnu limpoffibilité de
penétrer dans Uintérieur de ma maifon, vl que les
contre-vents & portes font de fer, [¢ vengeoient fur
2 les



ft 761']
les baluftrades de la galerie, lefquelles ils ont ca-u'}ﬁé'es

avec baches ou caffetétes, au nombre de 62, & ont
commencd par la baluflrade qui borde la partie de
la Maifon louée a M. le Colonel Campbell 5 ils
fuirent quand jeparus (un mal-bonnéte bomme n'ef?
famais brave). Ils revinrent a la charge trois fois
deputs deus beures & un quart jufqi’a trois beures
mais @ la derniere fois Sapercurent que j'éfois au
guet, ils fe retirerent. 1l eft beureux pour ceux
qut ont commas une telle violence, que, vivart dans
la tranquillité, & n’ayant lieu de me mélier de
perfonpe, puifque je 1'ai cu aucune querelle avec des
individus d aucune qualité, j'avois néglige de tenir
mes armes en état, nayant pas méme un fufil ou
un piftolet charge, Ils ont méme levé une trappe
de cave, & l'ont jettée dansla rue. Ils ont fait un
dommage confidérable par différentes fractions ; mais
cer'eft pas tant laconféquence du dommage que l'inté -
7ét public qui me dirige: car qui eft celui qui
peut dire, <‘je fuis tranquille chezmoi £ Auffi pour
parwnir&co}wgffre les Malfaiteurs, & qu'tls forent
punis dans la rigueur dela Lot fuivant lexigeance
du cas, j'offre & promets payer apres conviciion,
q celui qui dénoncera un ou plufieurs de ceux qui
ont enfraint la paix en détruifant ma propriésé,
une fomme de cent Piafires a Efpagne. Si un ou
Plufieurs deux étoient découverts, il en refulteroit
@ tous les Citoyens & @ chacun lavantage de lg
[ecurité. |

PIERRE DUCALVET.
This
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This advertifement Mr. Du Calvet {ent alfo
to Quebeck, in order to have it publithed in
the Quebeck Gazette: but the perfon who
was employed by General Haldimand, the Go-
vernour of the province, to fuper-intend the
publication of the Gazette, would not per-
mit it to be there publithed. So little was
the Government at that time inclined to make
the neceflary exertions to difcover and punifh
the perfons guilty of this outrage.

Mr. Du Calyet has fince difcovered who the
perfons were that committed this thameful act
of violence ; but, as the evident difinclination
of the perfons who governed the province to
difcover and punifh the offenders, difcouraged
him from profecuting it in a publick manner,
he does not chufe to mention their names,
though he is acquainted with them, and even
has been informed of their boafting of the fact
in company at the houfe of a gentleman at
Montreal a few days after they had commit-
ted it.

The foregoing outrage was committed on
the 8th of Aprll 1779. In about five weeks
after, to wit, on the 11th of May, 1779,
another attempt of the fame kind, but rather
more violent than the former, was made upon

the fame houfe, at two o’clock in the morning
by eight or nine {oldiers armed with bayonets.
T hcy attempted to force open both the door

and
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and the out-fide fhutters of the houfe with

their bayonets : but, as thefe fhutters and the,
door were all of iron, they found it a difficult
bufinefs, and were forced to make a good deal
of noife in attempting it. This alarmed the
fervants of the houfe, (for Mr. Du Calvet was
then in the country at an eftate, or Seigniory,

called the Seigniory of the river David, near
Sorel, which he had bought fome years be-

fore,) and they immediately got up and run
into the upper ftories of the houfe and called

out at the windows for afiiftance : whereupon,

the foldiers finding themfelves difcovered, went

away. Such was the confequence of the im-

punity which had attended the former act of
viclence.

Other alls of the moft thocking injuflice
were committed about the fame time, May,
1779, againft Mr. Du Calvet at his country
refidence at the Seigniory of the river David,
which would, probably, never have been ven-
tured upon if it had not been known that Mr.
Frafer and Monfieur de Rouyille, the two
Judges of the Common Pleas at Montreal, and
Mr. Mabane, the Judge of the Common Pleas
at Quebeck, and the great favourite and advi-
fer of General Haldimand, the Governour of
the province, were his enemies, and that
therefore there was little to be apprchended
from any profecutions he fhould infiitute for

' the
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the redrefs of them in the Courts of Juftice.
Three valuable horfes were ftabbed with knives
in his ftables at the river David, and feveral of
his cows and hogs and other cattle were
wounded and lamed with the fame inftruments
by fome malicious perfons who are unknown
to him, and whom, from a defpairof procu-
ring Juftice againft them if they had been
known and profecuted, he took no pains to
find cut, ,

The Court of Common Plezs at Montreal
appeared to be {o very partial againft Mr. Du
Calvet in every fuit of his that was brought
before them, that Mr. Du Calvet could not
forbearaddrefling them in a letter of complaint
publifhed in the Gazette of Montreal of the
26th of May, 1779, in which he mentioned
fome of the proceedings of the Judges which
he conceived to be moft unjuft towards him,
and which, in truth, have a very extraordi-
nary appearance, and feem difficult to be ac-
counted for in any other way.

T'o ftate the hiftory of thefe proceedings of
thefe Judges exactly, and to explain the na-
tare of the aftions that gave rife to them,
would extend this narrative to too great a
length. But Mr. Du Calvet is poflefled of the
Gazette of Montreal in which his letter is
contained, and is willing to fthew it to any
perfon who is defirous of enquiring further

into
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into this matter ; and he is likewife willing to
explain to fuch perfons all the hiftory of thefe
altions in the Court of Common Pleas, at
Montreal, and the proceedings of the Judges
upon them, being confident that he fhall be
able to fatisfy every reafonable and impartial
perfon, that will take the pains of inquiring -
into the matter, that his complaints of the
Judges of Montreal contained in that letter in
the Gazette are perfecily well grounded.

This letter, however, (which, perhaps, i¢
was imprudent, though by no means unjufk
or unfair, in him to publith,) gave his
enemies fome advantage over him. It wasre=
folved that he fhould be profecuted criminally
for having publifhed a feditious libel againft
his Majefty’s Judges of the Court of Common
Pleas at Montreal. Accordinglyan Information
was brought againft him for this offence in
the King’s Bench, or Supreme Court of the
province, by the Attorney General, which
came on to be tried at Montreal before the
Commiflioners for executing theoffice of Chief
Juftice in Mr. Livius’s abfence, and a Special
Jury of the principal Englith inhabitants of
‘that city. And they acquitted him of the
charge without difficulty : from which we may
conclude that they were clearly of opinion
that the complaints of the condu& of the

udges of Montreal which were contained in
the {uppafed libel, or letter, publithed by Mr.

Dun
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Du Calvet, were not falfe and injurious, but
true and notorious.

This acquittal of Mr. Du Calvet gave great
and general fatisfaction to the inhabitants o
Montreal, both Englith and Canadian, who
thoupht it very hard that an honeftand inoffen-
five man fthould, firt, have been treated {o
unjuftly as he had been, bythe Judges of the
Court of Common Pleas at Montreal in the
feveral fuits he had brought in their Courrt,
and, afterwards, fhould be profecuted crimi-
nally for complaining of fuch treatment. But
it provoked Monfieur de Rouville (the Judge
of the Common-Pleas, by whofe advice and
inftigation the profecution lhad been underta-
ken,) and Mr. Mabane, (one of the Com-
- miflioners of the Supreme Court, before whom
the information had been tried,) to a degree,
almoft, of madnefs. Monficur de Rouville
declared openly at Montreal, immediately after
the trial, ““that they would take another me-
¢¢ thod of being revenged on Mr. Du Calvet,
¢ and that he fhould foon feel the effelts of
¢ their refentment.” And Mr. Mabane, two
days after the trial, being in company with
a Mr. Mac Gill, a refpeitable merchant at
Montreal, and a Commiflary (as they are now
called,) of the Peace, and hearing Mr. Mac
Gill fay, *“that the Judges of the Common
¢ Pleas had done wrong to inftitute that pro-
¢ fecution pgainft Mr. Du Calvet,” replied

" L with
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with vehemence'and fpite, ““ As foon asT get
“ back to Quebeck, I fhall take fuch me=
“ thods as will caufe him to be locked up be-

“ tween four walls for the remainder of his
¢« life.”

Thefe threats of Mr. Mabane were foon
after carried into execution in too great a de=
gree by means of Governour Haldimand's
military power, inthe manner following.

On the 21t of September, 1780, Mr. Du
Calvet went from Montreal, in Company with
Mr. John Thompfon and Mr. Lewis Boullay,
both of Montreal, to attend the Court of ap-
peals, or Court of the Governour and Coun-
cil at Quebeck, in order to enter into the bonds
required of him, on account of a Law-Suit
that had been brought by Meflicurs Watfon
and Rathleigh againft him in the Court of
Common Pleas at Montreal, and which had
been removed by appeal befere the Governour
and Council, and which he propofed to re-
move further before the King in his Privy
Council in England, where alone he could
hope to obtain Juftice.

For this purpofe he was required by the
Governour and Council to come in perfon to,
Quebeck, inftead of being permitted to do this
bufinefs by a power of Attorney executed at.
Montreal to fome perfon refident at Quebeck

to
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to do it for him; though that was an indul-
gence which had been granted to many other
perfons in fimilar cir cum{’cances.

Mr. Du Calvet reached Quebeck on the
23d of September, and on the 25th at ten
o’clock in the morning, he went to the Court
of Appeals and entered into the Bonds requi-
red of him, and immediately afterwards went
to pay his refpelts to General Haldimand, the
Governour. He was received by the Gover-
nour with great politenefs, and talked with
him of feveral indifferent matters for about a
quarter of anhour. He then told him he was
going back to Montreal the next day, where
he intended to make all the neceffary prepara-
tions for a voyage to England by the fleet that
was to fail on the 25th of the next month of
O&ober, 1730 ; and he afked the Governour,
whether his Excellency had any commands
for him at Montreal. The Governour £2id he
had nothing to trouble him with, and they
parted with great civility on both fides, and
without the {malleft {ufpicion in Mr. Du Cal-
vet that the Governour could at that very time
have iflued any order, or confented to the iflu-
ing of any order, to his prejudice, which he
afterwards found to be the cafe,

On the next day, the 26th of September,
Mr. Du Calvet {et out on his return ta Mont-
real in company with the above-mentioned
Mr. John Thompfon of Montreal and Mr.

L2 James
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James Curchod, a merchant of Quebeck. He
went to Trois rivieres or Three rivers, (which
is 9o miles from Quebeck and half way to
Montreal,) without any moleftation, or re-
markable accident. Buton the 27th of Sep-
tember, at about 4 o’clock in the afternoon,
when he had gone about four miles and a half
bevond Three rivers, he was met by Captain
George Laws, of the §4th regiment, or Royal
Emigrants, (which was at that time comman-
ded by Brigadier General Mac Leane,) and

. another officer.

They came up to him on the road with pif~
tols in their hands, and told hini~¢“ that he was
¢ their prifoner; that they had order to arreft
¢ hun wherever they found him, and to
¢ carry him before General Haldimand.”

Mr. Du Calvet exprefled his furprize at this
proceeding, as he was but jult eome from
Quebeck, where he had {feen General Haldi-
mand and been civilly treated by him, and
where General Haldimand might have ordered
him to be arrefted, if he had had any fuch in-
tention. He defired to fee the warrant b
which theyacted, and to know the caufe of this
firange and unjuft proceeding, for which he
was not confcious of having givea the fmalleft
occafion. He at the fame time told them he
{fubmitted to the arreft, and would quietly go
back with them to Quebeck, where he héped

tQ
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to have his liberty reftored him by General
Haldimand, when the General thould be con-
vinced that he had not, in the{malleft degree,
deferved to lofe it, i

They told him he muft go back with them
to Three rivers, and that when they were there,
they would acquaint him with all they knew
about the matter. He accordingly went back
with them to Three rivers, as did likewife his

two companions Mr. Thompfon and Mr,
Curchod.

When they were at Three rivers they con-
fefled to him that they had no warrant, or
order in writing, to produce in fupport of
what they had done, but that they had acted
in obedience to the verbal order of Brigadier
General Mac Leane, who had alfo given them
a fealed letter to General Haldimand, in
which they feemed to fuppofe General Mac
Leane’s reafons for this proceeding were ex-
plained. They added, <“that a verbal order
““ from General Mac Leane was authority
““ enough for them to act upon, and that they
were officers and had power to enforce obe-
¢¢ dience to whatever they thought fit to do.”
And accordingly, to convince Mr. Du Calvet
of their power, they fent immediately for a
ftrong gyard of German foldiers from the gar-
rifon of the town of Three Rivers, who imme-
diately came with an officer at their head, and

filled

€c
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filled the poft-houfe, at which Mr. Du Calvet
and the officers who had arrefted him then
were. They there were going to fearch Mr,
Du Calvet’s packet for letters and papers, tel-
ling him that fuch were their orders : but Mr.
Du Calvet prevented this difagreeable infule
by taking out all his papers himfclf and put-
ting them into his letter-cafe, which he tied
with a piece of filk, and fealed in their pre-
fence, and then delivered to Captain Laws, and
defired bim to take care of it, and not to break
the feals of it, or open it, but in his, Mr. Du
Calvet’s, prefence ; for thatby this care both
his own Innocence and their Juflice towards
him would be beft vindicated. Captain Laws,
upon this, promifed him upon his honour, that
the letter-cafe thould not be opened but in his,
Mr. Du Calvet's, prefence.

Mr. Du Calvet was kept at Three Rivers’
all the night of the 27th of September, with
a numerous guard of foldiers in the houfe:
and, while he was afleep, he was robbed by
fome perfon or other, (he knows not who,)
of 25 guineas, which were taken out of his
waift-coat pocket. When Mr. Thompion
and Mr. Curchod faw that, notwithftanding
there was no written order for arrefting Ms.
Du Calvet, and no crime laid to his charge, or
mentioned by Captain Laws, as the caufe of
this arreft, they neverthelefs perfifted by mili-
tary violence to keep him under arreit, and

were
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were refolved to carry him a prifoner to Que-
beck, they took their leave of him, and pur=
{ued their journey to Montreal.

On the 28th of September, Captain Laws
fetout with Mr. Du Calvet, as his prifoner, for
Quebeck, attended only by one German fol-
dier. ‘They lay that night at Des Chambaud,
at about 45 ‘miles from Quebeck. Mr. Du
Calvet was permitted to lie in a chamber by
himfelf. He waked twice in the night-time,
and one of the times was obliged to goout of
the houfe for a few minutes. Here he was
met by a Canadian peafant, who offered him
an ealy means of efcaping from his guard, if
he had been fo inclined.  For he had left them
faft afleep in the houfe. The peafant, who
knew and refpe@ed Mr. Du Calvet’s cha-
racter, addrefled him in thefe words; “Itis
“ really, Sir, a thocking and a thameful thing
“ that 2 man of your rank and character
thould be arrefted in this manner without
knowing why or wherefore. If you have
a mind to make your efcape, you need only
go to the next houfe, where you will find
a calath with two good horfes ready to take
you up immediately, and carry you where-
ever you fhall chufe, without any body’s
“ knowing what is become of you. Your
¢ kecpers; when they wake, may take what
“ feps they think proper. 'We are not afraid
¢ of what they can do.” |
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M;r. Du Calvet thanked the Canadian for
his good will, but declined making ufe of the
means he had offered him for his efcape,
though he thought it might very eafily have
been effected. But Mr. Du Calvet withed for
a publick vindication of his condu¢t and refto-
ration of his liberty by the order of General
Haldimand himfelf, when the General {thould
be convinced that he was perfettly innocent
of every charge that his enemies might have
alledged againft him, though he could not
then imagine what thofe charges could be.
He therefore returned to his bed-chamber, and
the next morning went on with Captain Laws,
as a prifoner, towards Quebeck. When they
were come to the village of Lorette, (which
is about ¢ miles from Quebeck,) Captain
Laws, at the poft-houfe, where they changed
horfes, happening to take his Letter-cafe out
of his pocket, Mr. Du Calvet toock that op-
portunity of defiring him to fhéw him the let-
ter of Brigadier General Mac Leane to General
Haldimand, which had been mentioned the
day before as a fort of authority for this firange
arreft. The captain feemed difpofed at that
time to treat Mr. Du Calvet with civility, and,
accordingly, thewed himafealedletter, which,
hefaid, was written by General Mac Leane, but
which was not dire@ed toGeneral Haldimand,
but to Mr. Mathews, his Secretary : And the
Captain declared at the fame time, that that
was the only writing by which he had been

authorized
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authorized to make Mr. Du Calvet a prifoneﬂ
and that all the other orders he had received
upon the fubjet were merely verbal. He
added, that he was forry that he had been
obliged, in obedience to the orders he had re=-
ceived, to act as he had done towards Mr. Du
Calvet, and told him, that a Mr. Moore, of
Moentreal, (the deputy of the quarter-mafter
for the diftri@ of Montreal, and a devoted
partifan of Mr. Frafer and Monficur de Rou-
ville,) had been very earneft in folliciting
Brigadier-General Mac Leane to give Captain
Laws the order for arrefting Mr. Du Calvet,
which he had executed the day before, and to
fend another officer of the Royal Emigrants
with a like order to arreft Mr. Du Calvet on
the South fide of the river Saint Lawrence, in
cafe he had taken that fide of the river in his
return from Quebeck to Montreal. He faid,
that the perfons who had been the advifers
of thisarreft had refolved, ¢ thatit thould be
“ made while Mr. Du Calvet was on the road
“ from Quebeck to Montreal, rather than
“ when he was in either of thofe towns, in
¢ order to make it more notorious and dif-
¢ graceful to him, and that they thercfore had
¢ alled in the irregular and extravagant man=
“ ner which has been mentioned, and of
¢ which he, for his part, was quite athamed,
¢ though he had thought himfelf bound to
“ obey the orders which had been given
% hinta -1,

M, Captaist
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« Captain Laws and his prifoner, Mr. Da
Calvet, arrived at Quebeckatabout 3 o'clock in
the after-noon of the 29th of September, and
went to a noted Publick houfe there, that was
Kept byaMr.LeMoine. There the Captainleft
M. Du Calvet under the guard of the German
foldier, and went to the Caftle of Saint
Lewis, 1n which General Haldimand refi=
ded, to acquaint the General *‘that he had
““ ‘brought up Mr. Du Calvet as a prifoner, in
““ obedience to his Excellency’s orders com-
municated to him by General Mac Leane,
¢ and to inform his Excellency further, that
¢« Mr, Du Calvet defired the honour of being
< admitted into his Excellency’s prefence, in
“ order to be made acquainted with the caufe
¢ of hisarreft, and be permitted tofay what he
“ could in Juftification of himfelf againit the
¢¢ charges that might have been brought
“ againft him.”

€c

General Haldimand heard him with 2 {mile
upon his countenance that feemed to exprefs
a fatisfaction at having thus publickly difgra-
ced Mr. Du Calvet; and, when the Captain
had delivered his meflage, bid him, as it was
about dinner-time, go back to his prifoner,
and eat his dinner, as he was himfe}fjuft going
todo, and faid, ““ that afterdinner he would fend
“ hisSecretary, Captain Mathews, with an an-
¢ fwerto Mr. Du Calvet’s requeft.” The Cap-
tain, upon this, tock his leave of the Gover-

nour,
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nour, and returned to the Inn to Mr. Du Cal-
vet; and dined there.

Soon after their dinner Captain Mathews, the
Governour’s Secretary, came to tell them that
the Governour would not be at leifure to fee
Mr. Du Calvet till the nextday. Thiswasa
bad piece of news for Mr. Du Calvet; and
the look and manner of Captain Mathews at
the time of delivering it, gave him additional
uneafinefs. Captain Mathews {oon after took
Captain Laws afide, and {poke with him in
private; and, a little after, they both went
out of the room together, leaving Mr. Du

‘Calvet, as before, under the guard of the
German foldier.

At about half an hour after 6 o’clock in the
evening Captain Laws came back in company
with Captain Shank, the Commander of a
King's fhip of war, of about 400 tuns burthen,
and that could carry 28 guns, called e Can-
ceaux. This Captain Shank produced anorder
in writing from Governour Haldimand, figned
by Captain Mathews, his Secretary, com-
manding him to receive Mr. Du Calvet on
board his fhip, and keep him thereas a prifo-
ner, without permitting angr perfon to have

accefs to him to {peak to him., This order

was dated the 2gth of September, 1780.
M 2 ' It
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It has been obferved, that Captain Laws
had brought up with hima letter from Briga-
dier-General Mac Leane to Captain Mathews,
the Secretary of General Haldimand, which
Captain Laws had fuppofed to contain a com-
munication of the order he had given Cap-
tain Laws to arret Mr. Du Calvet, But 1t
appeared afterwards, that Mr. Du Calvet’s
name was not mentioned 1n this letter. For
when Captain Laws, after leaving Mr. Du
‘Calvet after dinner to go out with Captain
Mathews, came back to him with Captain
Shank and the order for his imprifonment on
board the Canceaux, (which was a thunder-
ftroke to Mr. Du Calvet,) Captain Laws told
him, that Captain Mathewsand himfelf had
juft been together to Mr. Cramah¢’s, the Lieu-
tenant-Governour, and had had a converfa-
tion with Mr. Cramahé concerning the letter,
which was as follows.

The letter was thewn by Captain Mathews
to Mr. Cramahé, as a ground for him to give
~-an order for detainitig Mr. Du Calvet in pri-
fon, as it had been cuftomary for him to do
when dire¢ted by the Governour to caufe an
perfon whom the Governour thought fit to
fufpe®, or fay he fufpefted, of dangerous
Era&ices againit the Government, to be appre-

ended, : :

In
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In what capacity Mr. Cramahé iffued thefe
warrants,—whether by fome fuppofed authority
in civil matters as Lieutenant-Governour of
the province, (though his Commiffion of Lieu-
tenant-Governour gives him not the {malieft
authority to act except in the cafes of the Go-
vernour’s death, orabfence from the province,)
or whether asa Juftice of the Peace, or (as
they now call it) a Commiflary of the Peace,
for the diftrict of Quebeck, — it is notvery eafy
todifcover. But ““that heiffued many of thefe
warrants, whereby many of his Majefty’s fub-
jects have been imprifoned for long terms
without a trial, in a manner that has very
much fhocked and alarmed and difguited the
whole province,” is moft certain. He had,
however, the difcretion to avoid ifluing thefe
warrants without fome authority in writing
from the Governour, or fome other perfon, or
fome teftimony in writing concerning the
crimes charged upon, or the fufpicions enter-
tained of, the perfons he was thus required to
imprifon ; which writingshekept by him, as his
vouchers and means of Juftification, in cafe he
fhould afterwards be {ued at law, or other-
wife called to an{wer, for thefe imprifonments.
And with this view he read over General Mac
Leane’s letter to Captain Mathews, intending
to a&t agreeably to its qontents.

In this letter he found that General Mac
Leane gave Captain Mathews to under(’caﬁld
| el that
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ghat he had ordered a Myr. Pellion (a {urgeon at
Montreal,) to be arrefted and brought up a
rifoner to Quebeck, but made no mention of
r. Du Calvet. And thereupon, as foon as
he had read the letter, hefaid, ¢ well; Cap-
“* tain Laws, you have, 1 fuppofe, brought
¢ up with you Mr. Pellion, as a prifoner.”
¢ No, Sir,” replied Captain Laws, I have
¢« brought up Mr. Du Calvet;” ¢ This is very
¢ ftrange,” faid Mr. Cramahé; ¢ there, is
¢ General Mac Leane’s letter to Captain Ma-
¢ thews, which mentiors the arrefting of
« Mr. Pellion, but fays nota word of Mr.
* Du Calyet. Thisis a very odd way of pro=
ceeding, thus to apprehend one man in-
¢ f{tead of another,” Accordingly Mr. Cra-
mahé would not fign the order for Mr. Du
Calvet’s imprifonment; and it was figned
only, as has been already mentioned, by Cap-
tain Mathews, the Governour’s Secretary. In
this manner have the liberties of his Majelty’s

fubjelts been fported with of late yearsin Ca-
nada!

4

When Captain Laws came back with Cap-
tain Shank and the order for Mr. Du Calvet’s
imprifonment on beard the Canceaux, he told
Mr. Du Calvet, that the Governour required
him to deliver up his arms, which were only
a cotitean de chajfe, or hanger ; whichhe accord-
ingly did deliver yp, and has never feen it
_fince, any more than the 2§ Guineas of which

‘ he
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he had been robbed at Three rivers. Captain.
Laws told Mr. Du Calvet at the fame time,
that he had delivered his letter-cafe, con-
taining his papers, as above-mentioned, to
General Haldimand, who had promifed that

he would take great carc of it, and never open
itbut inMr. Du Calvet’s prefence.

The General did not, however, keep his
word in this bufinefs. For the letter-cafe was
opened without Mr. DuCalvet’s being prefent,
and while he was a prifoner on board the Can-
ceaux; and the .papers contained in it were
feen by feveral perfons lying in diforder in the
Governour’s chamber, and were returned to
Mr. Du Calvet in a dirty condition, with the
letter-cafe itfelf with the feals and clafps
broke, in the following month of November.

About 7 o’clock in the evening, of the fame
day, the 29th of September, 1780, Mr. Du
Calvet was carried, as a prifoner, to the long-
boat of the Canceaux by Captain Laws and
the aforefaid German foldier, where Captain
Shank and a part of the crew of his Ship were
prepared to receive him.

Captain Shank attended him in the boat to
the Canceaux, and there delivered him over to
the cuftody of Mr. Atkinfon, the mafter of the
Ship, who immediately placed a Sentinel at
the door of the cabbin, and gave him ftrict

orders
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orders to keep Mr. Du Calvet a clofe prifoner; -
andnottolet any perfon whatfoever have accefs
to him. And about g o’clock, when Mr. Du
Calvet afked for a bed to reft himfelf in, he
was fhewn avery little cabbin, which he was
told was to be his bed-chamber. There was,
at the time it was fhewn him, a good mattrafs
and feather-bed on the bedftead in this room :
but they were taken away in his prefence and
packed upin a bag, and not made ufe of by
any other perfon for that and the following
night.

~ Mr. Du Calvet defired Mr. Atkinfon to leave
the bedding to the bed-ftead for his ufe: but
he was told, “that bis orders were otherwife.”
He then defired, they would go and purchafe
fome bedding for him in the town of Quebeck,
but he was told, “‘that this likewife was agair
““ pis orders, which were, that Mr. Du Calvet
“ fhould lic on the bare boards ; and that even that
“ avas too géod for bhim.” He gave him, how-
ever, a {iall blanket, about five feet long and
three feet and a half broad, which was {o ex-
ceedingly dirty and nafty that he could not bear
to make ufe of it, but chofe rather to lie down
in his great coat.

And thus the declarations of his powerful
enemies, Mr. Mabane, (the Judge of the
Common-Pleas at Quebeck,) and Mr. Frafer
and Monfieur de Rouvyille, (the Judges of the

Commorn-
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Common-Pleasat Montreal,) ¢ that they would
foon find methods of getting him thrown into
prifon, though the criminal Profecution at
Montreal for a libel had failed of producing
that effe@,” were {peedily and fully accompha
fhed, and With ‘circumffarices of cruelty and
hirdfhip that may be prefumed to have been
peife&ly accordmg to their hearts defire. Cap-

tain Shank, it may here be obferved, in whofe
-cuftody Mr. Du Calvet was treated with all
this {everity, was an intimate fried of Mr.
Mabane.

While Mr. DuaCalvet wastreatedin thiscruel
msénner on board the Canceaux by the particular
ofders of General Haldimand, his houfe at
‘Montreal was fearched, and his papersexamined
with a view of finding fome matter of accufa-
tion agam{’z him. But they could not find any
thing thatin the {malleft degree anf{wered their
expectations ot their withes,

" “This fearch wa$ made about the fame timd
that he had been arrefted by Captain Laws,
that is, about the end of September, 17&»0 by
Brigadier-General Mac Leane, (by whole
velbal order to Captain Laws he had been ar=
refted near Three rivers,) accompanicd by
Major Dunbar, (an intimate friend of Mr.,
Frafer, and who had marsried a fifter of Mr.
Frafer'’s wife,) and two commiflarics of thg
Peace, Mr. Mac-Gill and Mr. Porteous. The
N tWa
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two former gentlemen required Mrs. La Prife,
Mr. Du Calvet’s houfe-keeper, to thew them
the bureau in which Mr. Du Calvet kept his
papers; and, when fhe had done fo, they re-
quired her to open it. ‘This the at firft refu-
fed to do: but, by their, threats, they forced
her at 1alt to do it. And, when General Mac
Leane and Mr. Dunbar (for the two com-
~ miffaries of the peace did not chufe to actin
the bufinefs,) had examined all the papers con-
tained in it, they faid they had not found
what they were in fearch of.,  They then went
up ftairs and fearched the upper rooms of the
houfe, but declared, when they came down,
that they had found nothing material. They
then placed a Centinel at the door of the
houfe, and went away.

The account of this proceeding, that was
given by Mrs. La Prife herfelf, at Mr. Du Cal-
vet’s defire, in June, 1783, after his enlarge-
ment from prifon, and which was di¢tated b
her to Mr. Fleury Melplet, the printer of the
French Gazette at Montreal, and by him writ-
ten down in her prefence and approved by
her, isin the words following.

Ala fin de Septembre, 1780, Le Brigadier
Général Mac Leane, accompagné de Monfieur
Dunbar, e de deux commiflaires, Meflieurs Mac
Gill ez Porteous, en entrant dans Iz maifon de
Monfieur Du Calvet @ Montréal, demanda ¢ Ma-

damg
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dame La Prife de lenur montrer le Burcau o
Monfieur DuCalvet tenoit fes papiers ; enfuite de
quot ils en demandérent lovverture.  Apres plu-
freurs inftances ils obligérent la ditte dame La
Prife, par de fortes menaces, de louvrir.

Aprés avoir vifité toutsles papiersdu dit bureau
en préfence des dits commiffaires, ils dirent qu'il
ny avoit rien de ce qu'ils cherchoient.

Enfuste ils demandérent @ wvifiter dans le baut
de lo maifin.  Aprés la vifite ils dirent encore
qu’ils ne trouvoient rien. Auffitit ils poférent une
centinelle autour de la maifon.

When Mr. Du Calvet was releafed from his
imprifonment in May, 1783, and returned to
his houfe at Montreal, he found that two of
his bureaus, of which he had had the keys
with him at the time of his being arrefted,
(and which, confequently, Mrs. La Prife, his
houfe-keeper, had not been able to open for
the fatisfa&ion of General Mac Leane and
Major Dunbar,) had been broke open by force,
and all his papers tumbled over and thrown
into confufion, and had lain in that condition
all the time of his imprifonment, that is, from
September, 1780, to May, 1783. Many
papers of confequence were carried away, or
loft, and, among(t them, fome promifiory notes
for money and fome bonds, which he has

N 2 neveyr
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mever fince been able to recover, or hear any
tidings of.

While Mr, Du Calvet was going with Cap-
tain Laws, as his prifoner, from Three rivers
to Quebeck, the Captain told him that, about
an hour and a half before he had arrefted him,
he had met with the fon of Mr. Rouville, the
Judge at Montreal ; ayoung man who, by the
favour of General Carleton, while he was Go-
vernour of the province, has obtained the title
and pay of a Captain of the Canadian light
troops that were to have been raifed in the pro-
vince, if they had not been fo utterly difin-
clined to the fervice as to render that meafure
impracticable,

This young Mr. Rouville was going from
Quebeck to Montreal on the 27th of Septem-
ber, 1780, (the dayon which Mr. Du Calvet
was arrefted,) when he met Captain Laws
who was coming the oppofite way, from
Montreal towards Three rivers and Quebeck.
"This was about 3 o’clock in the afternoon.
Mr. Rouville on this occafion {poke to Captain
Laws in the words following; ¢ Well, Cap-
¢ tain Laws, you are come from Montreal to
¢¢ arreft Mr, Du Calver, You will meet with
¢ him very foon on the road between this
¢ place and Three rivers. For he got to Three
¢ rivers juftas I left it. Iam much afraid
¢ that he will be allowed to fpeak with

¢ General
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¢ General Haldimand, and that he may pre-
‘¢ vail with him not to fend him to prifon, and
¢ that nothing may come of all this at laft.”
This Mr. Rouville, junior, had left Quebeck
on the 2 5th of September, and had feen Gene-
ral Haldimand a little before he left it, and
before Mr. Du Calvet had waited upon the
General on the fame day, the 25th of Sep-
tember : for Mr. Du Calvet had met Mr.
Rouville, junior, coming from the General’s

houfe.

From this it appears clearly that this Rou-
ville, junior, knew of the intention of arreft-
ing Mr. Du Calvet on the road to Montreal,
befo"e it took place, and likewife that Gene-
ral Haldimand, at the very time that he beha-
ved fo civilly to Mr. Du Calvet when he
waited on him before his return to Montreal,
had formed the refolution of having him ar-
refted on the road thither.

The elder Mr. Rouville, the Judge at Mon-
treal, was likewife acquainted with the inten-
tion of arrefting Mir. Du Calvet before it took
place. Foron the 27th of September, 1780,
the day on which Mr. Du Calvet was arrelted,
Mr. Rouville went to Mr. Boulay, (who is
his neighbour at Montreal,) immediately upon
his arrival at Montreal from Quebeck, (which
was about eleven o’clock in the morning of
that day, and therefore above five hours be-

fore
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fore Mr. Du Calvet was arrefted,) and faid to
him, with an air of great joy and triumph,
¢¢. That Mr, Du Calvet was certainly arrefted
“ and put into prifon as a prifoner of flate,”
throwing out at the fame time a thoufand in-
vectives again{t him that nothing but the moft
bitter enmity and malice could have dic-
tated.

Mr. Du Calvet having been thus cruelly
treated without any previous caufe or ground,
it became neceflary for the Government to
endeavour to find out, if poffible, afzer the
arreft, fome plaufible pretext to juftify it. With
this view General Haldimand {fent Captain
Le Maitre, his Aide de Camp, and Mr. Ed-
ward William Gray, the Sheriff of the diftrict
of Montreal, to Mr, Du Calvet’s Seigniory of
the river David, to {ee whether there was any
ground for the reports which had been fpread
about, of his having colle¢ted great quantities
of corn, and great numbers of oxen and hogs,
to be employed for the ufe of the Americans
of the neighbouring provinces in cafe they
fhould again invade the province of Que-
beck.

In thefe reports it had been f{aid that he had
got together no lefs than 1,500 head of oxen,
as many hogs, and 30,000 bufhels of corn.
But, when Captain Mr. Le Maitre and
Mr. Gray came to examine the premifes, and

had
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had fearched every yard, and ftable, and barn,
and other place they could think of, where
fuch ftores and cattle might be kept, they
found, inftead of 1500 Oxen, not a fingle
one, and, inftead of 1 500 hogs, about a dozen
pigs, and not a fingle pound of bacon, and,
inftead of 30,000 buthels of corn, about
a hundred bufhels, which had arifen from the
tolls of Corn which the tenants of the Seig-
niory had paid, according to the cuftom of the
country, for ﬁrmdmg theu‘ corn at his, the
Scignior’s, mill. They then called together
feveral of the peafants in the nei hbourhood,
or what in England we {hould be apt to call
the neighbouring farmers, (but in Canada they
are for the moft part, not farmers of other
mens lands, but cultivators of their own free-
hoid lands of about 8o, or 100 acres a-piece;)
and they enquired of them whether Mr. Du
Calvet had been getting together any extra-
ordinary quantity of corn or cattle, and had
concealed it any where to their knowledge :
and they were told that there was not tha
{malleft foundation for any fuch fufpicion ; for
that Mr. Du Calvet was a plain, well-meaning
man, and had lived amonf{t them like a good-
natured Seignior, or country-gentleman, and
had {pent hlS time in 1mprovmo his eftate
there and employing many of the induftrious
poor among them with great hberality, and
feemed never to take the leaft concern about

Politicks
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Politicks or the war with the neighbouring
provinces of America.

Mr. Lewis Juflome (whofe fifter Mr. Da
Calvet had married,) was the perfon who had
at this time the care and management of Mr.
Du Calvet’s feigniory at this place. He re-
ceived Captain Le Maitre and Mr. Gray with
great civility, and opened every place to them
that they defired to fee. And, when they
found that the reports that had been {pread
about, were fo intirely without foundation,
they exprefled their furprize at it to Mr. Ju(-
fome, and told him, ““that they plainly faw
¢¢ that all the reports they had heard to Mr.
“ Du Calvet’s difadvantage, were perfectly
¢¢ falfe and groundlefs, and had been wick-
““ edly and malicioufly invented by his enec-
¢ mies in order to injure him ; and that they
¢ hoped that the account they fhould give
¢ General Haldimand of what they had feen
“ and heard in this inquiry, would intirely
¢ efface from the General’s mind all the im-
¢ preffions to Mr. Du Calvet’s prejudice
¢ which the infinuations of his enemies had
< made on it.”

It has been feen that Mr. Du Calvet was
¢carried, as a prifoner, on board the Canceaux
on the 29th of September, 1780, at about 7
o’'clock in the evening ; and that he was there
obliged to lieon the bare boards, by the par~

ticulap
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ticular orders of General Haldimand, the bed=
ding that was in his bed-chamber being taken
away before his face and ftuffed into a bag,
though no other perfon made ufe of it for that
night and the next; and none of his friends
were permitted to come to fee him: He lay
in this manner for four nights: but on the
fifth night, that is, the 3d of O&ober; 1780,
he was permitted to make ufe of a mattrafs,
which was fent him by his friend Mr. L’Evef-
que, a worthy merchant of the town of
Quebeck; that isa member of the Legiflative
Council of the province. His food on board
the Canceaux was falt beef and maufty bifcuity
and he was not permitted to fend z2ny body
on fhore to procure him freth provifions for
his own money.

e

In this condition he continued till the 14th
of November, 1780; his health declining
very faft with a fever and fpitting of blood,
and extreme weaknefs brought on him by
this treatment ; and none of his friends were
all this while permitted to have acee(s to him.
But he himfelf wrote feveral letters to Gene-
ral Haldimand reprefenting the hardthips he
{uffered and the bad effects they had had upon
his health, and the probability there was that
his death would foon be the confequence of
them, if they were continued : and he pre-
tumes his friends (although they had not been
permitted to go on board the Canceaux to fee

®) him)
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him) might have made the like remonfiran=
ces to the General.

Thefe letters, or remonftrances, at laft
produced fome effect: for General Haldimand
ordered him to be removed from on board the
Canceaux into the military prifon at Quebeck
on the 14th of November, 1780, that is, after
between fix and feven weeks confinement on

board the Canceaux. Mr. Du Calvet conti-
nued in the military prifon at Quebeck from
the 14th of November to the 13th of Decem-
ber, 1780, when he was removed to the con-
vent of the Recollet Monks at Quebeck, where
he continued during the whole remainder of
his confinement, thatis, till the 2d of May,

1783.

Mr. Du Calvet’s condition was but little
mended by his removal from on board the
Canceaux to the military prifon. He was in-
deed permitted to buy himfelf {fome wholfome
food once in 24 hours; which had not been
allowed him on board the Canceaux. Butthe
room he was confined in, was more nafty
and unwholfome ‘than the little cabin he had
been kept in before. It was alarge room, 30
fest long and 20 broad, on the ground fory
of the prifon: but it was not Hoored with
wood, but paved with ftones, like the ftreet
or a ftable ; and it was arched over head with
flone. It was extremely damp, and dark, the

fun
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fun never fthining intoit: and in the time of
the French government it had been ufed only
as a ftable for horfes. There were twelve
beds in it befides that of Mr. Du Calvet; and
there were five or fix tubs in it that were
partly full of athes, and which had been ufed
as clofe-ftools by fome prifoners who had been
confined there ; which, with the naftinefs of
the {aid twelve beds, made fuch a ftink as was
almoft intolerable. In fhort it was o nafty
and unwholfome a place that, when Mr.
Fifher, (who was at that time the deputy-fur-
geon of the garrifon under Mr. Mabane) came
to fee Mr. Du Calvet on the 8th of Decem-
ber by thedire&tion of Mr. Cramahé, the
Licutenant-Governour, he could not help ex-
prefling his furprife and indignation that a
man of Mr. Du Calvet’s conditionand charac-
ter fhould be confined in fuch a noifome
place. Yet this was by no means an act of ne-
ceflity, from the want of better chambers to
confine him in. For there were feveral better
rooms in the fame prifon, where he might
have been confined, and which he offered
Mr. Prenties, the Provoft Martial, who kept
that military prifon, to pay him handfomely
for the ufe of : and Mr. Prenties would have
been glad to do fo, but told him he had orders
to keep him in that room. Mr. Du Calvet
then defired that the room might be tho-
roughly wathed and cleaned, and thofe nafty
tubs, full of human ordure, might be remo-

23 ved ;
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ved ; and that he would pay for doingit. But
this likewife was refufed him. Sc that it is
clear, beyond a doubt, that Mr. Du Calvet's
enemies acted againft him from motives of
fpite and malice, and not froma regard for
the fafety and welfare of the province, which
would have been equally well provided for
(fuppofing, for a moment, that he had ha_d
any defign to difturb it,) by keeping him in
confinement without all thefe circumitances
of cruelty.

During the imprifonnient of Mr. Du. Cal-
vet in the military prifon at Quebeck, Gene-
ral Haldimand was at one time upon the
point of giving him his liberty, being con-
vinced that the f{ufpicions which his enemies
had infinuated againft him were without foun-
dation. But an indifcreet letter of Mr. Du
Calvet written to the Governour juft in the
moment of this favourable difpofition towards
him, renewed the Governour’s refentment
againft him and prevented Mr. Du Calvet’s
enlargement from prifon in the inftant it was
going to be accomplithed. I call this letter
an indifcreet one, becaufe in a province that is
governed, (as Quebeck has of late years been,)
upon the principles that prevail at Algiers and
Tunis, or according to the mere will and
pleafure of the Governour, with a declared
contempt of all the reftraints or rules of Law,
it is certainly sndifireet to claim one’s rights,

and
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and complain of the hardfhipsone labours un-
der, inatone of firmnefs and refolution. But
in other refpetts the letter was perfectly juft
and proper, and liable to no manner of ex-
ception ; as will be prefently feen when we
come to fet forth the letter itfelf at length in
the following pages of this parrative. But
it will firft be proper to mention the fteps that
were taken by Mr. Du Calvet’s friends to pro-
cure from General Haldimand an order for
fetting him at liberty, and the near profpett
they had of fucceeding in this endeavour, if
that unfortunate letter had not prevented it,

On the 6th of December, 1780, Mr. L’
Evefque reprefented to General Haldimand
the wretched condition in which Mr. Du Cal-
vet was, the declining ftate of his health, and
the unwholfomenefs of the room in which he
was confined, and befought his Excellency to
give him his liberty, if not frecly and abfo-
lutely, atleait upon his giving good fecurity
for his good behaviour; and he offered him-
{elf to become Mr. Du Calvet’s fecurity for
that purpofe to any fum of money the Gene-
ral thould think proper.

This requeft was made to General Haldi-
mand publickly at his levée at Saint Lewis’s
Caftle. General Haldimand faid, in anf{wer to
it, (as he had often faid to Mr. 1" Evelque
before in fpeaking of Mr. Du Calvet,) th}s}xt

= i’
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he was forry that Mr. Du Calvet had been
¢ fufpected of defigns againft the Govern-
¢ ment, and that he had thought himf{eif ob-
“¢ liged to fecure his perfon ; but that, as no-
¢ thing had been difcovered to confirm thofe
¢ {ufpicions, he was willing to reftore him
“ to his liberty upon the terms propofed by
“® Mr. L’ Evefque, of Mr. L’ Evefque’s be-
coming furety for his good behaviour; and
¢¢ that he wasglad that Mr. L’ Evefque had
‘¢ interceded in this manner for Mr. Du Cal-
* vet, and made this offer of being furety for
him, as it gave him an opportunity of re-
“¢ Teafing Mr. Du Calvet from his confinement
‘¢ with propriety and fafety.”

<

All this he faid at his levée with an air of
great good-humour and fatisfaction, and at
the fame time called his Aide de Camp, Mr.
Le Maitre to him, and ordered him to go with
Mr. L’ Evefque to Mr. Cramahé, the Lieute-
nant-Governour, and tell him to draw up
the bond, or inftrument, by which Mr. L’
Eve{que was to become furety for Mr. Du
Calvet, and to give an order to Prenties, the
Provoft-Martial, *or keeper of the military pri-
fon, to fet Mr. Du Calvet at liberty. For it
muit be obferved, that all this bufinefs, ““of
committing people to prifon, and fetting them
at liberty, outof the ordinary courfc of law,”
was tranfafted by Mr. Cramahé, the Licute-
pant- Governour, by the order of General
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Haldimand, the Governour, and the warrants
to the Provoft-martial were all figned ¢ Heétor
¢ Theophilus Cramabé, by vrder of Ixs Excellency
“¢ the Governonr.”

By fuch an order of Mr. Cramahé Mr. Du
Calvet had been removed from on board the
Canceaux and confined in the military prifon ;
though the order by which he had been fent
on board the Canceaux had been figned only
by Captain Mathews, the Governour’s Secre~
tary, and the original order under which he
had been arrefted by Captain Laws near Three
rivers, had been only averbal order of Briga-
dier General Mac Leane: And by fuch an or-
der of Mr. Cramah¢ it was now the intentioft

of General Haldimand that Mr. Du Calvet
thould be fet at liberty.

L’ Evefque accordingly went imme=
diately with Captain Le Maitre, the Gover-
nour’s Aide de Cap, to Mr. Cramahg¢, to pro-
cure fuch an order. But, unfortunately for
Mr. Dua Calvet, Mr. Cramah¢ happened to
be juft then {0 much engaged in bufinefs that
he defired this order might be delayed till the
next morning be tween 10 and 11 .o'clock,
when he promifed Mr, L” Evelque to deliver
it to him, upon the terms propofed, if he
would call for it. Mr. L. Evelque accordingly
called at Mr. Cramdh&’s houle che next morn-
ing at the time appointed, and was thewn into

a room
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a room in which he found Mr. Dunn (a gen=
fleman of eminence at Quebeck, that was a
great friend of Mr. Cramahé, and lived in the
fame houfe with him,) employed in drawing
up the bond, or inftrument, of furety-fhip,
which Mr. L” Evefque was to fign.

Whien the inftrument was compleated, Mr:
Dunn and Mr. L’ Evefque went with it into
another room to Mr. Cramahé, in order that
Mr. L’ Evefque might fign 1t in his prefence;
and that Mr. Cramahé might, in confequence,
make out the order for Mr. Du Calvet’s en-
largement. But how great was their furprife
when they heard Mr. Cramahé declare, ““that
““ he could not give fuch an order! for that
¢ the weather-cock had turned (La Giroiiette
““ a taurné,) or the wind had changed, fince
¢ Mr. L’ Evefque had been with him yefter-
‘¢ day, and that General Haldimand had fent
*“ him a countermand to his ordet of yefterda
““ in Mr. Du Calvet’s favour!” Alluding by
the mention of a weather-cock, to the capri-
cioufnefs and variablenefs of General Haldi-
mand’s temper and conduct in this and other
inftances.

Mr. Cramahé made no mention of any rea=
fon for this change of the Governour’s refolu-
tion, and poflibly did not know any. But
Mr. L’ Evefque, it feems, guefled at the true
caufe, namely, that Mr: Du Calvet might

‘ have
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have given the mighty Governour freth of--
fence by fending him an expoltulatory letter
written in too free aftyle, which the Gover<
nour might have received after he had confen-
ted to fet him at liberty. And he foon after,
upon inquiry, found that this had really been
the eafe : which made him regret that he had |
not, upon leaving Mr. Cramahé the day be-
fore, gone immediately to Mr. Du Calvet in
the military prifon, and made him acquainted
with the Governour’s intended favour to him,
in order to prevent his taking fo indifcrecta
ftep. But the mifchief was then done ; and
no intreaties, or remonftrances, could ever
after prevail upon General Haldimand to fet
Mr. Du Calvet at liberty till the 2d of May,
1732.  So that it may truly be faid, ““that be
aas kept in prifon from the 7th of Decembers
1780, 10 the 2d of May, 1783, not for any fup-
pofed correfpondence with the King's enemies, or
for any other praitices againfi the welfare of the
rovince, but for baving, in the anguifb of bis
foul, and the confiioufitefs of bis perfeck inncence,
awritten an expofiulatory letrer to the Gevernour ex=
preffed in a_ftyle the Governour thought too free.”

Mr. Du Calvet, after his enlargement from
prifon, defired Mr. L’ Evefgue to give him
an account in writing of the whole procceding
concerning the Governour’s intended favour
to him in the beginning of December, 178c.
And Mr. L’ Evefque, in compliance with this

D requett,
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requeft, fent him the following letter from
Quebeck, dated July the 28th, 1783.

Menfreur,

En réponfe & vitre demande, Fe vous dirai,
que les premnicrs jours de Decembre, i780, 7&‘
priai le Général Haldimand de wvous latffer
fortzr de prifon, en lui repre/’entant le trifte
état ou wous étiex, cu égard a vitre janté ef
la mazafvm/e prz/m que vous occupiez ; lui
cffrant d’étre vitre caution. Il me fit réponfe,
(comme il avoit déja dit,) qu'il efeit fdché
que wous jfuffiex foupgonné : Enfin, il m'ac-
corda vitre f/czrgz/ffmmt et appelia Monfieur
le Maitre, a qut il dit d’aller avec moi chez
le Lieutenent-Gouverneury Monficur Cramabé,
lui dire de ja part de vous faire [ortir, aprés
aveir pris ma fignature pour la forme du
cautionnement.  Le mreflage fut fait ; et
Monfieur de Cramaké, drant eccupe alors, me
pria de repaffer le lendemain : ce que je fis,
et Monfieur Dunn drqﬁa Uobligation: et la
portant avec moi dans Iappartement de mon
dit Sieur Cramabé ; ce dernier nous dit,
“ La giroiiette a tcm'i;e', le Général m’a
envoyé ‘d:rzz.‘r’om”“ T4 Sl congus que vous lui
aviez pi écrive quelgue chofe la wveille ou le
wmatin. j’( j.bs VOUs trouver, et jappris de
Vous gque je me m’élois pas trompé; ce que le

General
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Général me confirma le dimanche d’enfuite a

Jon lever. Je me Juis reproché de ne wous
g - P 4 £

avorr pas été prévenir fur le moment en Jfor-

tant de chez le Lieutenant-Gouverneur la

premiére fois: cela auroit arrété witre lettre

au Général et donné vraifemblablement <itre
Liberté,

Fai Dhonneur d'étre bien parfaitement,
Monfreur,

Vitre tres bumble

et trés obéiffant ferviteur,
Frangois L’ Evefques

It will now be proper to infert the fatal
letter of Mr. Du Calvet himfelf to General
Haldimand, which occafioned the prolongation
of his imprifonment, with circumftances of
great hardfhip and cruelty, from Dec. 7,
1780, to the 2d of May, 1783, but which,
with men of any temper and moderation or
love of juftice, ought to have had the very
contrary effet, It was as follows,

Lettre
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Fettre de Pierre Du Calvet-a  fon

' ety 7 Jetm
Excellence, le Général ~Frédéric
Haldimand, &c. &ec. a Québec.

A la prifon de Québec,
le 6 Decembre, 1780,
Monficur, : :

Quotque depuis le: 27 du mois de Septembre
dernier je ne ceffe point de wous repref nter
la dure et trifle [fituation oit vous n’avez
misy en e fmﬁm: prendre pour vitre prifonnier
Sans I’avoir merite ; m’ayam‘ traité depuis ma
détention avec toute la géne de Defclavage
e plus oppreffifs  Je wous ai  demandé trés
refpeCiueufement d’ctre inflruit de la caufe et
des raifons de mon emzprzfc;merzmz‘ pour me
Juflifier. Vous wavez pas jugé a propos d’en
venir la, puifque vous me Pavez refufé. e
Vous ai ré-itéré et écrit diverfes fois que je
#’avois rien faif en aucume maniere pour
métre attiré la dureté avec laquelle wous me
malz'razz‘f’z et que, pozzr veus en donner des
| preuves am‘éehz‘zgues je wous ai demandé de
e pre/irzre ce que vous défiriex de moi ;
que j'élois prét ale fuivre: Vous avex garde
fe fiience. Te wvous az equfe, qite mes

affaires ef mes maifons éfoient a [I’abandon
et entre les mains de mes domef efliques, pour
azrg/‘ dire, au pillage ; et que ce/a me portoit

un
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un fort et un préjudice des plus conf dérables
et inappréciable a touts égards. Fe wous ai
méme offert touts mes effets en général et de
toute nature quelcongue, pour les mettre dans
les magazins du roi, a telle compofition que
vous laubaztfrzez : Point de repanﬁ' — Enfin,
jai “voulu me plaindre que j 'étois  malade,
guand je Pétois au dernier point : (Car il
eft furprenant que je fois fartz vivant du
bord du Canceaux,) Vous m'avez fait un
crime d’en avoir jan‘ un trés peiit détail
dans une lettre que 5 écrivis étant prefque bors
de moi- meme, et ne croyant plus defcendre a
terre vivent. Telle a été ma fituation o
bord du Canceaux au commencement d&u mois
de Novembre dernier que jen [uis tres indif-
pofé encore, et que 4 crazm éezmcaz;p que le
mal de téte que fai attf'ape la, ne me Joue un
manvais tour : car je ne pz:zs point en guerzr.
— Enfin, puifque je vois que mes biens s'en
wvont grand rmm, et qu'ils S'eclipfent ; — que
ma famille ¢t a la merci des domefliques ;
— que je [ens que ma fanté et mes forces
diminuent; — je crois quil wefl pas bors
de propos de wous donner une petite analsfe
trés fuccinéle des raifins qui_occafionnent, par
malbeur  pour oz, que Vous et Monfieur
Cramabé ayez pm o tdche de me jmre
Jupporter toute witre inimitié, Car je n'ai
point fazt de mals; et mon deﬁm weft den

Jaire & perfnne que ce puiffe étre.
A
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‘A Rifigouche I’é1é 1759, par “principes.
de religion et d’humanité, je retirai d’entre
Jes mains des fauvages, avec grande peine,
trente et quelgues . prifonniers Anglois avec.
an officier nommé Célar M<Cormick, lefquels
alloient éire facrifids. Fe les envoyas, je les
efeortai moi-méme avee [vixante hommes dans
un grand betteau jufquw’a Uifle de Quarraquet,
o ayant fait tuer deux boeufs, je les appro-
wifionnai et enfuite je les envoyai a Halifax.
En 1760, @ la prife de Montréal, cet oficier
sy trouva : En conféquence le Général Am-
kerft m’envoya chercher, et me jfit beaucoup
d’offres et de remerciments. Le Major Rogers,
gui eff arrivé ici Vannée derniere, pourroifs
en rendre témoignage.

En 1761 le Géréral Gage me donna un
taffe-port pour partir pour Londres. Le Gé-
néral Murray, étant informé que je connoiffors
la partie de I’ Acadie, me prit le paffe port;
et me dit qu'il falloit que je fuffe jaire une
tournée @ I’ Acadie pour le gouvernment. En-
fin, il fit armer une grande chaloupe, et j'y
Jus avec fes ordres, ou jappaifai et je ré-
unis @ fes wvolontés les habitants qui étoient
dans toute cectte partie, @ commencer depuis
Gafpey, la Baye des Chaleurs, RQuarragquet,
et touts les autres endroits le long de la ditte
cote. e lui apporiai le dénombrement ménie
quelques bdtiments <inrent avec quelgue fa-
milles. Par ce moyen tout jfut tranquille et

appaif¢
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oppaifé, et remdw @ la foumiffion du Gou-

vernement,

Le printemps 1764, je pris le parti ds
paffer @ Londres pour aller vendre mes biens
en France, pour wenir m’ éiablir en cetté
province. A mon départ le Général Murray,
fans le lui demander, m'bonora de plufieurs
lettres de récommendation : En particulier,
comme le bdtiment alloit au port de Greenock
en Eccfle, 1l m’en domna pour toute [z fa-
mille ;s o nous filmes trés bien regus, et prin-
cipalement de my Lord Ellibank, ainsi que
des Lords des Plantations. Je reftai quelgue
temps @ Londres. A men départ le Comte
d’Halifax me donna, ainfi que d’autres feig-
neurs de Londres, des lettres de recommenda<
tion pour my Lord Comte de Hertford; Am-
bafladenr @ la Cour de France, ainfi que pour
Monfieur Hume, Secrétaire d’ambaffade. Apres
étre grrive @ Paris my Lord Comte de Hert-
Jord wint avec moi chez Mornfieur le Comte
de Saint Florentin, ef, aprés diverfes wifites,
et de trés grandes et vives confércnces, my
Lord Comte de Hertford parvint @ m’ obtenir
ma permifjion du Roi pour wvendre mes biens,
Enfin, en conféquence de cette permiiffion (quoi-
que bien refireinte,) je <emais mes biens en
Jaifant un facrifice confidérable.  Je revins a
Londres en “fanvier, 1776, ouje reflai jufqu’
en Avril, que jenbarquai avec touts mes
gffets et bagages & bord du navire le Géneral

Conway;
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Conway 5 ¢f, étant arrivé ici a Ruébec, Il
Général Murray me fit nommer Fuge de paix:
Pour ne point le défobliger et pour ne pas lut
déplaire, jacceptai la commiffion, et jai en
conféquence adminiflré la juflice gratis et avec
le plus grand defintére(Jement que ’on puiffe le
Jfaire jufques & Dintroduction de Palfe de
1774, qui en a changé la forme, Fen ai
été méme pour beaucoup d’argent outre mon

z‘emp&.

Lorfqu'il y a en quelque émeute ou defordre,
Je l’ai appaifé 5 tels que ceux des jfaux-bourgs
de Montréal en 1772 ef 1773. Les lettres
méme de remerciments que le Général Carleton
m'écrivit @ ce fujet, en font foi.

C’eff moi gui ai fait connoitre les pré-
warications qui [e commettoient, ef qui ont
cauf¢ Pordonnance de 1770. Les lettres que
Jai recues @ cet égard, de Monfieur le Gé-
néral Carleton, de Monfieur Cramabé, de Mon-

eur Hey, et de quelques autres, le prouvent
et tout le Public en général peut en rendre
témoignage.

Lorfgu’il s'eff agi de donner quelgue argent
pour le bien du [ervice du gouvernment,
pubiic ou -autre, jai été celui qui ai donné
le plus.

Losfgu’on
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Lorfguon a logé les troupes; j'ai logé cent fois
plus qu'un autre. fai fourni chandelles, bois,
el autres objets avec les uflenfiles de menages
Jans en rien retirer.

Lon ¢ff wenu wiaffaillir chex moi. Fai
paru fur la porte; Uon a fait feu fur moi: l'on
a caffé mes wvitres de toutes les fagons 5 brifé
ma galerie 5 forcé mes porfes, mes Jfenétres, et
mes  contrevents, quoiquen fer. Tout cela a

paffé fous filence.

Fai enfin été mal-traité au dernier point
par les Juges méme.

Tout cela n'eff rien: quoique fouts ces faitsy
que javance, foient claivement connus prefgue de
tout le monde en général. Pour récompenfe de
mes bienfaits, je fuis réduit préfentement dans
ane prifon, tres malodes comme le plus grand

criminel du monde, fans avoir mérité, et fans
en [cavoir la raifon ni la caufe.

Le Général Arnold et les autres ont jait
prendre chez moi de force, en 1776, en partant
de Montréal, pour une fomnie de plus de mille
guinées (ce qu'tl meft aifé de juflifier ;) fans en
abuir regu wn coppre de qui que ce futs Vilg
comme jai é1é arrangé.

Fe wai rien refufé pour le fervice du Roi !
tout ce que Uon ma demandé, je lai donné.

Q_, %)‘3
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Qu a-t-on donc & m'imputer? Rien. e nai
yien fait de contraire. Qu'a t-on donc a alléguer,
pour mopprimer ainfi quon le fait 2 —--- Craint-
on gue je waye des mauvais deffeins, et me
Joupgonne-t-on de vouloir faire du mal? On
e trompe @ touts égards. ---- Croit-on que jaye
envie de quitter la province 2 Cette 1dee eff
Jaufle : j'y ai touts mes biens, et je wai rien
atlleurs : Partout (excepté la prifon,) e ne
puis qu étre plus mal.  Non s perfonne wen
donne : mais Monfieur le Général Haldimand
et Monfieur Cramabé m'en font  perdre bien
davantage, [ans le mériter 5 pour fatisfaire d
leurs platfirs.  Enfin je concluds par les princi-
pes d’bonneur, de religion, d'bumanité, et de
charité, qui doivemt nous infpirer 5 ---- par le
refpect et la juftice que U'on fe doit a for-méme ;
---= par cet axiome fi recomnu, ‘ de rendre a
Céfar ce qui appartient @ Céfar, et a fon pro-
chain ce qui lui eff dit ;" — D’aprés ces prin=
cipes je dirai par repréfentation @ Monfieur le
Général Haldimand et & Monfieur Cramald,
que, S'ils wont pas projerté et juré ma defiruction
entiére et celle de ma famille, ils auront égard
d la repréfentation que je wvais lewr faire, et
ils ne me feront pas foufirir plus long-temps dans
ma prifon, — Pune des plus dures prifons, ou je
fuis malade.

. Premier point. L'on me foupgonne d avoir
de mauvais deffeins. — Second point.  L'on craint
peut-bire que je ne Vienne @ vendre mes biens,

¢l
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et qu’ enfuite je ne quitte la province, s T 707
fiéme point. Sur ces [oupgons [’on me tient
emprifonné ; I'on me fait périr d’un coré; et de
l’autre lon fait périr ma famille et mes biens
fans y apporter aucun reméde. Réponfe
au premier point, RQuoique ces [oupgons Jotent
fans fondement et qu'ils foient faux s pour
prouver que je mai awcun mauvais deffein, et
en témoignage de ma parole, je [uis prit de
faire ma foumiffion au Gouvernement ainfi qu’tl
le jugera & propos et néceffaire pour le bien
du fervice du Roi. Réponfe au fecond
point.  Puifque Pon craint que je ne vienne
2 vendre mes biens, et que je ne parte de la
province fans permiffion o furtivement, joffre
qgue le Gouwvernement choififfe telle perfonne
gu'il voudra & fon foubait, laquelle régira &
wos ordres mes biens meubles ct immeubles en

énéral et quelconques: je [fuis prét de figner
rflle oélzgﬂ{zm, ou engagement, que VOUs JiuZeres
a propos a ce fujet, ainfi que pour ne pas
m’abjenter de la province fans uie permiffion
de wvitre part. Réponfe au  troificine
point. Sur de fimples foupgons [’on me jait
périr, moi, en prifon, (o ge fuis trés malade)
ainfi que ma jfamille et mes biens entre les
mains de mes domefliques. 1l feroit plus bonor-
able et plus charitable pour Monficur le Gé-
wéral Haldimand et pour Monfieur Cramabé
d’bviter cette deftrultion que de la permeiire,
en prenant toutes les mefures jufies ct raifon-
nables que I'bumanité exige dans un temps avji

Q.2 Junefle
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funefle ef aufli critique que celui on nous wi-
wons maintenant par malbeur, ef malbeureux
pour moi en particulier dz toutes les fagons.

Tefpére que vitre Excellence et Monfieur
de Cramabé wvous voudrez bien, par un effet
de vitre bonté et de vitre clémence, confidérer
le trifte état ou je fuis réduit, trés malade -
et, quoigue j'ai été mal-traité au point ou je
ne devois jamais m'attendre de [étre, ma
difciction fera des plus grandes fur touts les
points ; en [eniant la conféquence autant que
perfonne. Ceft de quoi j’ar I'bonneur de vous
affurer fi vous permettex mon élargiffement
lequel j'efpére de witre juflice et de wvitre
bumanité,

En attendant, j'ai I’bonncur d’étre, avec
un trés profond refpect,

Monfieur,

Vitre tres bumble

et tres obéiffant [ferviteur,

Pierre Du Calvet,
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It is unneceflary to make any refletions on
this letter, which is {fo moderate an expoftula-
tion with General Haldimand on the unjuft
and cruel treatment Mr. Du Calvet received
from him, that it will probably be generally
approved of in this conntry, where the caprice
and jealoufy of arbitrary government and mili-
tary tyranny are unknown. Yet the follow-
ing remarks upon it (which were made by Mr.
Du Calvet himfelf after the recovery of his
liberty in May, 1783,) are {o very juft and na-
tural, and exprefled in {o lively and forcible
a manner, that, I prefuune, moft of the read-
ers of this narrative will be glad to perufe
them. :

Voila dontc cette lettre fi offenfante, qui a
pit faire [ufpendre de deux ans et demi un
élargiffement déja accordé et fi bien wmiéritd.
On conviendra cependant qu’elle ne renferme
aucune expreffion qui mne foit bien permife &
un bomme accablé de [es maux, ¢t qui fent qi’il
ne les mérite pas. LQue Uon juge du motif de
lemprifonnement par celui de la retracialion !
Cui : il eft bien wvrai que ce fort de finplcs
Joupgons, et des quérelles fur les mots, qui ont
pit faire languir un hbonnéte citoyen perdant
trois ans dans la plus étroite captivité, 1l
Salloit donc que mes bourreaux m’exténualfent
au point de ne pouvoir tewir la plume. Bt
peu Sen eff fallu: car je puis bien dire que
cette lettre jfut chez moi un  dernier qﬁa;f

u
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du [entiment, qui séteignoit, Mais non: La
manie des tyrans a toujours ét¢ de ne vouloir
b e A o 4
pas que L’on fe plazgmz‘.’ Qu’ils égorgent
donc des antmaux, et tls 1'entendront pas des
b
plaintes !

There are two particulars relating to Gene-
ral Haldimand’s intended enlargement of Mr.
Du Calvet from his imprifonment, before he
changed his mind in confequence of the fore-
going letter, which are worth relating. The
firft 15, the furprize which the French, or
Canadian, gentlemen who were prefent at
General Haldimand’s Lévee on the 6th of De-
cember, 1780, exprefled when they heard the
General confent to Mr. Du Calvet’s being fet
at - hiberty upon Mr. L’ Evefque’s becoming
bound for him, and declare that he had
hitherto been confined only wpon general
fufpicions, for which they had not yet difco-
vered any ground. They trembled at the
difcovery, that, under an Englith government,
they were liable to be fo treated upon mere
fufpicion, and {aid to one another in whifpers,
““ Gare les foupgons : Car tu ferois bien vite dans
¢ lecas de Monfieur Du Calvet,” thatis, ¢ 1 fee
“ it 1s a dreadful thing, in the prefent ftate:
¢ of things, to be even fufpetted of being an
* encmy to government. For, if we are fo,
« the beft of us, though ever fo innocent, may
¢ inftantly be brought into the fame con-
¢ dition as Mr, Du Calvet.™ For till this

t.me
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time they had given the government fo much
credit as to fuppofe that they had proceeded
upon fome proofs, or informations, that had
at leaft an appearance of truth, in their treat~
ment of Mr. Du Calvet,

The other particular is, that, when Mr.
L’ Evelque went with Captain Le Maitre, the
Governour’s Aide de Camp, to Mr. Cramahé,
the Lieutenant-Governour, with the Gover-
nour’s order to him to fet Mr. Du Calvet at
liberty upon Mr. L’Evefgue’s -becoming
bound for him, Mr. Cramahé exprefled
great fatisfaction at it, and faid to Mr. L’Eve(-
que, En vérite je fuis bien aife. Car il étort
honteux de tenir un bomimne comme cela en prifon
Jans fravoir powrquoi 5 that is, < Well, I am
““ glad to hear it: for it was really a thame to
¢ keep a man of Mr. Du Calvet’s charaltes
“¢ in prifon without knowing for what.”

On the 13th of December, 1780, Genetal
Haldimand ordered Mr. Du Calvet to bere-
moved from the military prifon to the con-
vent of Recollet monks at Quebeck. This
is a very large building, containing a great
number of rooms, which are pot ufed or want-
ed by the monks that inhabit it, whofe num-
ber is reduced to only twg, befides the Supe-
riour of the convent, who is called the Farber
Commiflary, and four lay-brothers, who are
the fervants of the Monks. It would there-
@ fore



[ 28 1]

fore have been eafy for General Haldimand to
have caufed Mr Du Calvet to be accomodated
in this place with a convenient and wholefome
apartment, in which he might have hoped in
fome degree to recover his health ; but this
feemed to be far from the Governour’s inten-
tion. For the Father Commiflary, whofe
name was Berré, and under whofe power and
management Mr. Du Calvet was placed, put
him into the room which ferved the monks
and lay-brothers as an infirmary, or fick-
room, where thofe of them that took phyfick
came to ufe their clofe-ftools ; and this, as he
declared, by the order of General Haldimand.
1n this room there were three beds, in one of
which Mr. Du Calvetlay ; and the other two
were ufed by fuch of the monks, or lay-
brothers; as were fick; of whom there was
almoft always one or other in that condition,
and very frequently two at the fame time.
And the ftench of the room was fo offenfive
that Mr. Du Calvet thought himfelf in rather
a worfe condition than he had been in before
in the military prifon above-mentioped, nafty
and nnwholefome as it was.

In this unhappy fituation, and being at the
{fame time almoft worn out with ficknefs, he
wrote on the following day, the 14th of De-
cember, 1780, the following letter to Mo.
Cramahe, the Licutenant-Governour,

Au
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Aus Recollets,

eudi Matin, 14 Decembre;
1780,

M Oiﬁéﬂf,‘

Perimettez que je ous informe que je [uis
trés malade, ¢t gue je me recommende @ vitre
charité, et gque je wvous fupplie de parler pour
moi & fon Excellence :~ Car je me wois périr
fans refource, fi vous wavez pas pitié de mois
Fai pris la liberté de lui écrire avant bier
la lettre que je joins iciy laquelle 1l n’a pas
voulu recevoir. e wois par la gu'il ¢ff tres
indifpofé contre moi. e n’avois pas befoin de
cela : Favois affex de maly fans qu’il m'en
furvienne d’avantage par le maltraitement :
car je me wois périr.— Permettez que je vous
prie_de Dappaifer, et de lui faire agréer mes
excufes, ' fi jai manqué @ “quelgue chofe qui
puiffe. I’avoir irrité,— Je fuis au defefpoir.
— Monfieur Prenties m’a transfére bier matin
jci 3 ouje fuis trés malade. e wai pas eu
feulement de Peau depuis que j'y fuis. Le
froid m’a fait fortir du lit, et avec grande
peine jai pu [faire du feu. Fe fuis aban-
donné et bors d’état, par moi-méme, de rien,
faire pour powveir me fecourir, eétant dans
un accablement et dans une [foiblefle des plus

R grandes,
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orandes.  Fefpére que fon Excellence et wous,
wous voudrez biem avoir égard a ma triflé
Soruation,

Fai Pbonneur détre, avec un profond

ve/pect,
Monfieur,

Vitre tres bumble,
et tres obéiffant ferviteur,

Pierre Du Calvet,

To this letter Mr. Cramahé fent him the
following anfwer.

A Monfieur Pierre DuCalvet, aux Recollets,
Feudt, 14 Decembre, 1780,

Fe fais mes compliments @ Monfieur Du
Calvet, et parlerai a Monfieur le Général
demain matin a fon fujet. Son Excellence d
été indifpofé @ fon égard au fujet d’une lettre
qu'il lui a écrite d’un flyle tres indécent ef
qui ne convenoit point du tout. Sfe vous en
ai averti plufieurs fois; et vous y étes toufours
yevenu,

H. T. Cramalé,
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The letter of Mr. Du Calvet alluded to in
the foregoing note of Mr. Cramahé, and
which, he fays, has indifpofed General Hal-
dimand againft him, 1s the letter of the 6th
of December, 1780, which has been fet forth
above.

Two days after, towit, on the 16th of De-
cember, 1780, Mr. Cramahé wrote Mr. Du
Calvet ancther letter, to inform him that he
had reprefented his unhappy ftate to General
Haldimand, and that the General had faid he
would give orders that Mr. Du Calvet thould
be treated in a better manner, which would
be to Mr. Du Calvet’s fatisfa¢tion. But no
fuch orders were ever given, and Mr. Du
Calvet continued to be treated with the fame
neglect and cruelty as at firlt during the whole
remainder of his imprifonment in that con-
vent of Recollet-monks under the power of
the aforefaid Commiffary, father Berré.

In this fituation he received no allowance of
food whatfoever from either the Government,
or the Recollet-monks, but might, literally,
have been ftarved to death, if he had not had
wherewithall to purchafe fome nourifhment
himfelf by the favour and afiiftance of the
foldier who mounted guard upon him. This
ke did under circumftances of great inconve-
nience, the foldier being often drunk and
over-turning the victuals “he was bringing 1o

R 2 him,
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him, and fometimes ftopping at an ale-houfe
with the victuals in his hand, and letting
people eat up part of them while he was drink-
ing and talking with his companions, fo. that
onlya {fmall part of them came to Mr. Du
Calvet.

_ Under: thefe’ circumftances he defired the
Recollet-monks to let him have a bafon of
broth every day from their table, that being a
conftant difh with them ; and he offered to pay
a Spanith dollar, or 4s. and 6d. flerling, for
every fuch bafon.  But they refufed to let him
have it, telling him they had exprefs orders
from the Governour not to give him any re-
frethment what{oever. Andfather Berré, their
Commiflary or Superiour, (who from-his bru-
tality and hardnefg of heart, was excellently
calculated to give General Haldimand com=-
plete fatisfaction in this employment of Mr.
Du Calvet’s jailer,) ufed often to forbid the
other monks to give Mr. Du Calvet the leaft
refrethment, comfort, or afiiftance of any kind
whatfoever, under pain of being themfelves
putunder confinement by his authority ; de-
claring at the fame time that fuch were the
orders of General Haldimand, and that he was
determined to obey them.

In this forlorn condition Mr. Du Calvet
continued for almoft the whole time of his

imprifonment.  Neither General Haldimand,
' nor
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nor. Mr. Cramahé, nor the town-major, nor
any other officer on behalf of the Government,

ever came to fee him in his confinement, or
to enquire into the ftate of his health, or the
treatment he met with, and the manner of his
accommodation ; though it is, in moft places,
an eftablithed cuftomfor the fuperiour otficers:
of Government, {(under whofe authority pri-
foners are kept in confinement,) cither to
vifit the prifons themfelves in perfon and make
thefe inquiries, or to caufe them to be made
by refpectable officers in whom they place a
confidence. , .

General Carleton, while Governour of the
province of Quebeck in the firft part of the
late unhappy war, inthe years 1776and 1777,
when there were numbers of American pri-
foners of war 1n various prifons of the pro-
vince, never. failed to vifit the prifons at the
town of Quebeck, or where-ever elfe he hap-
pened to refide, in which any fuch prifoners
were confined, once a week, to {ee their con-
dition, and know from their own mouths
how they were treated. And General Hal-
dimand, his fucceffor in the government of
~ the province, though he did not, like Gener al
Carleton (whofe hu manity is generally acknow-
ledged,) vifit the prifoners in his own perfon,
yet he caufed them to beregularly vifited by the
town-major of Quebeck, or the barrack-maf-
ter, or fome other officer that he could truit.

But
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Buthenever did fo to Mr. Du Calvet. On the
contrary, he gave orders that none of his
friends thould be permitted to vifit him : and
it was always with great difficulty that Mr.
L’ Evefque, (though a perfon of eminence in
the province, and a member of the legifla-
tive council,) could be permitted, now and
then, to have accefs to him; and, when he
did fee him, he could not bear to ftay with
him above five, or fix minutes, on account of
the extreme ftench of the chamber in which
Mr. Du Calvet was confined, arifing from the
caufe above-mentioned.

On the Sunday after Mr. Du Calvet had
fent the letter above-mentioned, of the 6th
of December, 1780, to General Haldimand,
(in confequence of which the General revoked
his order for fetting him at liberty,) General
Haldimand faid publickly to Mr. L’ Evelque
at his Levée, ¢that Mr. Du Calvet had fent
¢ him aletter that had given him great offence;;
¢¢ but that he wonld teach him what it was to
¢ write to him infuch a ftyle,and would make
¢ himalterhis note.” Mr.L’ Evefque replied,
¢¢ that he had feen the letter, and did not think
“ it could have offended his Excellency fo
*“ much, but that it might have been ex-
¢ cufed from a man whofe health was almoft
¢¢ deftroyed by the hardfhips he had fuffered
¢ in his imprifonment, and whofe fortune
¢ was daily going to ruin for want of his pre~

¢ fence
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“ fence and attention.” And Mt. Peter
Papet, (a French or Canadian lawyer, who
formerly practifed the law at Montreal, but
of late years has been one of the Judges of the
Court of Common-Pleas at Quebeck ;) joined
with Mr, L’ Evefque in making the fame re-
mark. Upon which General Haldimand faid
with warmth, ‘that he did not want advice
‘¢ upon this fubjett from any body, and that
¢ he was himfelf the only perfon who had a
“ right to judge about it, and would do as he
‘¢ thought proper.” So plainly did it appear
from General Haldimand’s own declarations
that the aforefaid letter of the 6th of Decem-
ber, 1780, was the caufe of his continuing the
imprifonment of Mr. Du Calvet from that
time to the time of his enlargement in May,

1783.

But to return to Mr. Du Calvet’s forlorn
and unhappy condition in the nafty fick-room
at the Recollet convent, in which he was fo
malicioufly confined ; it is proper to add that
the mifery of it was very much heightened in
the year 1782, by the father commiffary’s
ordering two mad-men, (who were fuccef-
fively fent to that convent to be confined and
taken care of,) to be put into the chamber
over Mr. Du Calvet’s head. This was cer-
tainly done on purpofe to torment Mr. Du
Calvet, and wear out, if poffible, the fmall
remains of health and ftrength he ftill retained.

For
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For there were at that very time a dozeti
chambers in the convent that were empty, any
one of which might have been allotted
to the unhappy lunatick, and a fecond, at a
diftance from the former, might have been
affigned to Mr. Du Calvet, without the {mal-
left inconvenience to any one. But this
would not have been afufficient punifhment
to Mr. Du Calvet, for having prefumed, in the
above-mentioned letter of December the 6th;
1780, tocomplain of the hard treatment he
had received. |

The two mad-men were therefore placed,
fucceflively, over his head ; when, the floor
of the room being ill put together and full of
. large gaps between the planks, their urine and
other filth penetrated through it and eamein
large ftreams into Mr. Du Calvet’s prifon-
room, and increafed the naftinefs and ftench
of it, which was before almoft intolerable.
And their difmal cries and fhrieks, and the
noife they made in moving about continually
from one part of the room to another, were
{o plainly heard in Mr. Du Calvet’s chamber,
thatit made it almoft impofiible for him to
get any fleep either by night or by day, and
thereby increafed to a terrible degree the fick=
nefs under which he had long laboured. Can
fuch treatment be properly called by any other
name than that of downright perfecution 2

Thefe
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Thefe two mad-men were kept in the room
over Mr. Du Calvet’s head from the begin-
ning of April to the end of Auguftin the year
1782. About the middle of this period, to
wit, on the 1oth of June, 1782, the follow-
ing converfation pafied between Monfieur Du
Chefnay and Monfiesr Baby, two French, or
Canadian, gentlemen, of whom the latter is
a member of the Legifiative council of the
province.

Monficur Du Chefnay, being at dinner ag
Monfieur Baby’s houfe, faid, ““he did not
¢ doubt but that Mr. Livius, the Chief Jaf-
¢ tice of the province, would, when he re-
“* turned into it, Inquire into the caufes of
“ the feveral imprifonments that had taken
¢« place in the province, and fet fuch of the
¢ prifoners at liberty as he fhould find to bé
¢ mnocent.” To which Monficur Baby faid,
¢« 'That he believed Mr. Livius would not dg
“ {o: for that the Legiflative Council would
' not let him enter into {fuchan mquiry, not-
¢ withftanding it did feem to be a part of
¢« the duty of his office.” Upon this Mr;
Ju Chefnay faid, - What then does the Go~
¢ vernment intend to do with the prifoners,
‘¢ and particelarly with Mr. Du Calvet, why
“ has been kept {o longa prifoner enly upon
« fafpicion, and without letting bim know
¢« the caufe of his imprifonment, while both
¢ his health and his property are going to
) “ yuin ?
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¢ ruin ?—It feems to me that the Chief Juf-
¢ tice, upon hisarrival in the province, can-
¢ pot avoid liftening to his complaints, and
- ¢ bringing him to a trial for the offence which
‘¢ may be charged upon him, if he infiftsupon
¢ 1t, as he hitherto has done repeatedly. For
“¢ it 1s very hard upon him not to be allowed
““ to juitify himfelf by a trial, notwithftand-
¢ ing he has {o often defired it. We are, all
“ of us, interefted to have anend put to this
“ fort of imprifonments. For while they are
“ allowed, noman’s liberty is fafe.”

Mr. Baby faid upon this, ¢ That the Go-
“ vernment could not bring him toa trial,
“ becaufe they had only fufpicions againit
“ him without any proofs :—That, if they
¢ fhould find any proofs againft him, they
“ would bring him to a trial ; but otherwife
“ not: for that, if they did bring him'to a
¢ trial without having proofs againit him, he
““ would be acquitted, and then muil be let
“ cutof prifon, which was what the Govern-
“* ment was refolved not to allow. How
¢ many innocent perfons, added he, have we
“ not known to have been kept in prifon
¢ 20 and 30 years together without bein
“¢ brought to their trials, and at laft die there ?
$¢ Mr. Da Calvet will only add one to the
$¢ number, and is no more to be pitied than
¢ they have been.” Such was the opinion of
this member of the Legiflative Council of the

province,

.
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province. But it did not fatisfy Monficur Du
Chefnay of the Juftice of thefe arbitrary im-
prifonments upon pretended fufpicions, or of
the advantage that the province derived from
them.

The foregoing converfation between Mon-
fieur Du Chefnay and Monfieur Baby was re-
lated to Mr. Du Calvet immediately after it
had pafled, by Monfieur Du Chefnay himfelf,
who came to him at the Recollet’s convent
for the purpofe, and was introduced, to him
by the favour of father Ifidsre, one of the
monks of the Convent, who was Mr. Du
Chefnay's confeflor, and who took the oppor-
tunity of thecruel father Berré’s being out of
the way, to gratify Mr. Du Chefnay’s 1 inclina-
tion. And it has often been confirmed to Mr.
Du Calvet by Monfieur Du Chefbay fince that
time, both during the remaining time of his
imprifonment, and fince his enlargement.

About the time of the foregoing converfa-
tion that is, in June, 1782, Mr. Du Calvet
received an anonymous letter (of which he
does not know the author,) by the hands of
a foldiey who was permitted by the centinel
that mounted guard upan hun, te deliver it to
him. It is notwritten 1athe cleareft and molt
correct language. But it {feems to contain a
true and lively reprefentation of the fenti-
ments which the Canadians, or French inha-

9 2 bitants,
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bitants, of the province entertained concern=
ing the power that was at that time aflumed
by the Governour of the province of arbitrarily
umprifoning people by milirary authority upon
mere fufpicions, and without bringing them
toatrial ; and in this view it feems worthy of
the reader’s attention. It was as follows.

A Monfieur Du Calvet.

Huin 30, 1782.

Avec peine je wous inferme, que, par un
frait de politique le plus tyrannique, on a
empéché Monfieur Livius de venir en Canada.
Al eft certain, que le parti de Dinguifition,
gui s'eft élevé icz, a écrit a Londres tout ce
que la calomnie peut inventer pour fe maintenir
en autorité jufgu’ a la fin de ces defordres
pour défoler ceux qu'ils ont en averfion, pour
affouvir un intérét fordide par unme indigne
smiquité qu'il exerce.  Quelgues Confeillers ne
fe cachent point de dire bautement. que,
& Monfieur Livius étoit venu, le Confeil 1’au-
roit fait repartir dans le méme bitiment :
Méme le Gouverneur a eu 'imprudence de le
dire @ table. Iis fe woysient [uditenus; Ceff
affez en dire, pour les autorifer & fout faire,
a tout ofer, et @ ftout enmire-prendre. L'on
dit que le Gowverneur a recu des infiructions
du fecrétaire d’état pour élargir les prifon-

niers
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niers [ur lefquels il 'y aureit aucun faif
i1 'y a nul doute de croire qu'il w'en fera
rien, ef qu'iln’en fera fortir aucun. La raifin
en eff toute fimple : puifgue la cupidité s'en cff
méige jufgu’a préfent, il Sy [idtiendra dedans
tant qu’il pourra, pour faire le contraire o
6e qui ¢ft d# au droit des greus, afin de s’y
Jouflraire. 1l paroit qu'il ¢ff approuve : du
moins, 10 le dit: ce qui eff en vérité révoliant
pour les gens de bicn, honteux et defhonorant
pour le Gouvernement, de fouffrir Uinjuflice ef
la cruauté qui fe fait ici. Il faut abfolument
guwon ait furpris la religion des nouveaux fe
crétaires d’état, puifqu’ils fuivent, pour ce qui
concerne ef regarde cette province, le méime
Jyftéme que leurs prédécelfeurs pour fa defiruc-
tien eniiére. Car ils tombent dans les mdmes
piréges. ;

Fe fuis mortifié que Monficur™ Livius ne
foit point wvenu. Car il wy a nul doute &
croire que [a juflice auroit délivré les prifon-
niers, et mis tout le civil en tranguilité; la
majeure partie détenue par fufpicions mal-fon-
dées, ou par des idées arbitraires ¢t 1déales ef
defpotiques, fomentées ou, dis-je, enfantées par
la jaloufie, pour ravir et ruiner la fanté et
Iz fortune de ceux qwon biit d'une invins
cible inimitié. |

L’on wignore pas que lon a fait tout ce
que l'on a pi, par or, argent, et menaces,
| pour
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pour tdcher d’avoir de mauvais témeignages
contre les prifonniers; particulierement contre
wous: ce qui eff un exemple des plus frappants
aux yeux de touts les individus de cette pro-
vince., Auffi ne vous déconfortex pas; premez
courage et beaucoup de patience. C'eft a quoi
fe wous exhorte : car tls ne demandent pas
micux que vétre perte. Il faut efperer que
guelque bonme ame de Lond es fera reluire le
fambeaun, qui réfléchira fes rayons de clarté
fur les perfonnes en place, paur reflaurer les
principes de juflice et & bumanité; qui reflent
dans le néant ici. Dieu veuille ramener les
moments précieux de ces beureux jours de. fé-
licite pour mous touts, pauvres babitants de
cette province, abandonnés a la fureur de
PVirréiigion, et de toute la corruption bu-
maine.,

It appears by this letter that the Governour’s
party 1n Canada were generally underftood ta
have taken a great deal of pains to procure
evidence of fome mifconduét in Mr. Du Cal-
vet, that might give a colour, atleaft, to the
feverity with which they treated him.

Mr. Du Calvet doubts not but that manv
inftances of this wicked diligence in feeking
his ruin might be produced : Eut one of them
has come more diitin&ly within hisknowledge
than the others. This was the endeavours
ufed by fome officers of the army to prevail

' upon
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upon one Jofeph Du Fort, ayoung Canadian,
that lived at Montreal, and had been engaged
in trade there, to give fome information againft
Mr. Du Calvet. This young man was the
fon of a Joiner at Montreal, of good chara&er,
and much employed in his bufinefs. But the
fon, being of a weakly conftitution and inca-
pable of much bodily labour, had not fol-
lowed his father’s bufinefs, but ingaged in
trade as a fhop-keeper at Montreal, having
procured upon credit, a moderate ftock of
goods from an Englith merchant of that town.
In this undertaking he was not fuccefsful, and
did not get money enough to pay the Englith
merchant for his goods at the time appointed ;
and, in confequence of this failure, the En-
glith merchant fued him for the money in the
Court of Common-Pleas at Montreal, and ob-
tained a Judgment againft him. This was in
the {pring of the year 1780.

The young man, finding that he was likely
to be thrown into prifon by his creditor, ab-
fconded from his houfe, and hid himfelf for
three or four montihs in different places in the
province, in order to avoid being arrefted. At
laft, in the mouath of Auguft, 1780, finding
that he could not prevail on his creditor to
fufpend the execution of the Judgmenthe had
obtained againft him, he determined to leave
the province, and take refuge in fome of the
neighbouring provinces. But in eadeavour=

ing
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ing to execute this refolution he was ftopped,
and made prifoner on the 15th of Auguft, by
fome of the foldiers in the out-fkirts of the
province, upon afufpicion that*he might be
carrying intelligence to the Americans in the
revolted provinces from fome of their friends
in Canada. The foldiers who had ftopped
him conducted him, firft, to a place called
Le Coteau des bétres, and then to St Jobn's near
the entrance of Lake Champlain.

hen he arrived at the latter place, he

was examined, on the 2gth of Auguft, 1780,
by three Englith officers of the 29th regiment
of foot, Captain Manfel, Captain Dixon, and
Lieutenant Kracman. The laft gentleman, in
particular, told him, ¢ that he muft give an
“« account of the reafons that had induced him
‘“ to endeavour to leave the province, and
¢ afked him whether he had not been folici-=
“¢ ted by fome perfon to do fo.” The young
nan replied; ¢ that no one had folicited himy
¢ to do fo; but that the bad ftate of his pri=
¢¢ vate affairs was the true and only reafon for
¢¢ his wifhing to get out of the province, and
¢ notany defign that related in the f{mallefk
¢ degree to the affairs of the Government, or
¢ the quarrel with the neighbouring provin-
¢ ces.” Lieutenant Kracman then afked
him, *¢whether Mr. Du Calvet had not given
¢ him fome letters to carry cver to the Ame-
“ ricans ?” The young man faid, ¢“he had
' ¢ not,
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“ not,-and that Mr. Du Calvet had not any
““ knowledge of his intention to leave the
“ province;” The officers, however, conti=
nued to entertain fome {ufpicions of his inten-
tions ; for they flill kept him in confinement,
and removed him on the fame day, Auvguft
thie 2oth, to a place called La Pante au fery
near, Ifle aux Noix, ot Nut-Ifflund, in Lake
Champlain, and put him on board an armed
veffel, belonging to his Majefty, called zhe
Maria, where he continued till the 2d of the
tollowing month of Odiober.

Two remarks feem naturally to arife from
Lieutenant Kracman’s aforefaid examination
of this young man ; namely, in the firft place,
that the Officers of Government either had, or
pretended to have; fome fufpicions of Mr, Du
Calvet’s correlponding with the Americans,
and were feeking for evidence to confirm it ;
and, fecondly, that they thought the exami-~
nation of this young man did #ez afford them
any f{uch evidence. For, if he had faid any
thing that could in the flighteft degree have
affeéted Mr. Du Calvet, it isnext to certain
that, in the difpofition they then were in e~
fpecting him, they would have caufed him to
be arrefted foon after this examination of
young Du Fort; which was on the 20th of
Auguit : whereas Mr. Du Calvet was not ar-
refted till near fix weeks after, to wit, on the
27th of September, 1780,
But;



By o

But, though this young man had faid no-
thing in his firft examination before Lieute-
nant Krackman, that could affe&¢ Mr. Du
Calvet, the officers of government did not
céale their endeavours to get fomething of that
kind out of him, that might {eem to juftify
their treatment of Mr. Du Calvet, after they
had arrefted him upon mere {ufpicion. For:
when Major Carleton went into this part of the
province in his way to Fort George, on the
expedition carried on there in the Autumn,
1780, he went on board theaforefaid thip of
war called 7be Maria, on the 2d of O&ober,
and queftioned this young ‘man coneerning
his reafons for® attempting to leave the pro-
vince, and, upon his anfwering, as he had
done at firft, **rthat it was only to be out of
¢ the reach of his creditors,” the Major told
him, ‘“that Mr. Du Calvet had been taken
¢ up at Montreal as a traitor, together with
“ Mr. Pellion and Mr. Hamel ; and that they
¢“ had been, all three, hanged, but firft had
“* given evidence againft him, Jofeph Du
‘¢ Fort;” and thereupon. prefled him to tell
what he knew of their proceedings. The
young man made anfwer, °“that, whether’
“ they were hanged or not, he had nothing,
“ to tell concerning them.” Upon which
the Major, finding that his firft method of
furprifing the young man, by telling him that
thofe three perfons had been hanged, did not
produce any difcovery from him concerning

‘ them,
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them, varied his account of them, and faid,
¢ That they had not, indeed, yet been hanged,
¢ but were upon the point of being {o0;” and
therefore advifed him, ““to teli what he knew
< againft them ; for that it was better to ruin
¢ his friends and accomplices than to be
“ ruined himfelf;” and added, ¢ That, if he
¢¢ did not tell the truth, he had orders to hang
¢ him.” To all which the young man re-
plied with conftancy, ¢ that he had nothing to
‘¢ reveal againft any of them, nor againft Mr.
¢ Du Calvet in particular.”  After under-
going this examination by Major Carleton,
this young man was, on the fame day, the zd
of O&ober, 1780, removed from on board
the Maria thip of war to fort St. John, where

he arrived on the 4th of the fame month of
O&ober.

S

~ In the following month of November,
1780, he was examined a third time. His
-examiners on this occafion were Major Carle~
ton (who had examined him on the 2d of
Ocober,) and Captain Le Maitre, General
Haldimand’s Aide de Camp, who has been
already mentioned in this narrative. They
made him the fame queftions as had been put
to him before, concerning his reafons for at-
tempting to quit the province; and they told
" him at the fame time ““that he had been
¢ guilty of high treafon.” He repiied, as
before, ¢ that his only metive for cndea-
B Wi ¢ vouring
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f¢ vouring to leave the province was to get out
¢ of the reach of his creditors.” They then
thewed him fome pieces of paper folded up in
the thape of letters, and afked him, if he knew
them. To which he faid, ““he did not.”
Upon which they faid, « that they were let-
€ ters written by Mr. Du Calvet, and which
# he had bc.\.n endeavouring to fend to thc
<< Americans.” They then fhewed him fome

arts of theletters, and particularly the names
fubfcribed to them, and afked him if he knew
the hand- W;lti;]_g. To which he anfwered,
¢ that he did not.” And this young man has
fince declared that he has fometimes had occa-
fion to fee Mr. Du Calvet’s hand-writing ; but
that he could not obferve the leaft refemblance
fo it in the hand-writing of the letters which
thofe two officers then thewed him.

This was the fubftance of a Wntten decla-
ration which this young man, o/eph Dufort,
voluntarily made at Montreal on the 22d of
lait huguﬂ 1787, after being releafed from
au imprifonment of almoft  three years
ppon the aforefaid fufpu:lon of his being
engaged in treafonable defigns againt the
Government, arifing only from his aforefaid
attempt to gt out of the province. It was
not made before a Juftice, or Commiffary, of
the peace ; becaufe in the plefent ftate of en-
flavement of the whole province to the’ fole
.and abfolute wili and pIeaiulc of the Gover-
pour, no fuch Maglﬂmte, it was f{uppoled,

would
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vould dare totake it. But itis witnefled by
Lewis ‘fuffome, ayoung man of good condi-
tion and charaller in the diftri& of Montreal,
whofe fifter Mr. Du Calvet had married, and
by another man named James Picard, and is
in the words following.

Diflriit de Montréal,
le 22 d’ Aouft, 1783.

Ef} comparu  pardevant nous Tfofeph Du-
Jort, fils, de cette ville: lequel, apres avoir
prété ferment fur les faints évangiles de dire
vérité, a déclaré ce gqui fuif,

Quayant été arrété le 15 Awuft, 1780,
¢t conduit eu citeau des bétres, il fut amené
& Saint fean de Uautre c6té de la riviére,
La étant, le Capztame Manfell, du 29
régiment, accompagné du Capzmzne Dixon f
du Licutenant Kracmen du méme reiiment,
ainrent le trowver. Ef ce dermier dit au
deé pofant de dire ““ ce qui pouvoit [’avirr aé!rge’
‘ de s'en aller, et szl navoit pas ére ﬁ::!/zczfe
“ par quelgw un.”  Le dépofant lui répon-
dit, “que non ; qu'il W'y avoit que les affaires
< rélatives & fm commerce qui lut avorent
€ fait prendrele parti de paffer chez les Amé-
€ riquains, et non autre chofe qui put con=
“ cerner l'état en aucune maniere.”’  Le
méme Lieutengnt Kracmen dit au dit dépo-

Jant,
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Sfant, < Si Monfieur du Calvet ne lui avoit
pas donné des lettres pour | Amérigue”” B
répondit, * Que non 3 et qu'il powvort affurer
“ que Monfieur du Calvet_ n'avoit aucune
€ connotflance de fon départ,”’ Le méme jour,
20 Aouft, il fut amené a la pointe au_fer
& bord du bitiment La Maria, oi il a refié
jufguw’ au 2em Oflobre fuivant., Le Major
Carleton. (qui montoit alors pour I'expédition
du Fort George,) vint abord du dit batiment,
e, interrogeant le dit dépofant, il lui demanda
“ les raifons pour lefquelles il étoit parti”
1l réponait (comme il avoit fait cy-devant,)
“ gu'il wétoit parti qu'en raifon de fes
“ affaires.”  Et le dit Mgjor- Carlcton lus
apprit © la aétention du dit Pierre du Calvet,
‘““ ef qu'il avoit ¢ié pendu a Montiéal avee
“ Pellion et Hamel; et que les mémes pri-
€ fonniers avoient dépofé comtre lui; et de
“ déclarer tout ce qu'il fcaveit fur leur
« compre.” A quoi le dépofant lui répondit,
“ Que, $’ils ftorent pendus, il wavoit rien . .a
¢ dire contre eux.’  Pour lors le Major
Carleton [ui dit, *‘ Ils ne font point pendus,
¢ mais ils font @ la wveille de étre: Dites
ce que vous [tavez contre eux : il vaut
mieux perdre fes amis que f[e perdre foi-
€ méme : et que, s'il me déclaroit pas la
€ wérité, qu'il avoit les ordres pour le pen-
¢ dre.’ Le dépofant répondit, ““ Qu’il n aveit
“ riem a dire contre fes cmis, #ni contre Mon-
¢ fpeur Du Calvet en p(z:'z’z'c ulier.’ Lo n.éme

€6

€<
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Jour auffi, 2% Oclobre, v780, le dit dépo-
Jant fut rvamené au Fort St, fean, ou il
arriva le 4. Vers le mois de Novembre
Jutvant le Capitaine Le Maitre et le Major
Carleton [’interrogérent fur le méme fujet, ef
i dirent * Qu'il étoit criminel de Léze-
 majefté, et de dire les raifons qui I'avoient
 obligé de partir de Montréal pour aller
 dans 1’ Amérique”’ A quoi il avoit répon=
du, “ Qu'il n'y avoit que [es propres affaires
“ qui lamenoient (a.’ ~ Als lur smontrérent
des papiers plids en« forme de lettres, et
lui  divent,> 8t avoit connosiffance de
““ cela.” I répondit, “ Que non” Et cés
Meffieurs adjoiitérent, ** Que c'ctoit des lettres
¢ gui venoient de Monfieur Du Calvet, qu’il
“ pnvoyoit dans I Amérique.”  Onlui demanda,
“ Sl reconnoiffoit [dcriture et Jfignature.”
A quoi il répondit, * Que non.’

Déclare en outre le dit dépofant, qu ayant
quelgue petite connciflarce de I'éeriture et fig-
nature de Monfieur Pierre Du Calvet, 1l n'a
riem it dans ce qon lui a montré, qui en
approches  Et ¢'¢ff tout ce g a dit le dé-

pofant.
Signéy,  Sofeph Dufort.

Pour témoins,

Facques Picard,
Lciirs Juflume.
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It appeats from the foregoing depofition,
that, after Mr. Du Calvet had been arrelted
by the verbal order of Brigadier General Mac
Leane on the 27th of September; 1780; and
had been fent prifoner on board the Canceaux,
lying at Quebeck, on the 2gth of the fame
imonth, by an order of General Haldimand,
figned only by his fecretary, Captain Ma-
thews; and his pocket book, with the pa-
persiit it; had been taken from him by Cap-
tain Laws; and his houfe at Montreal had
been fearched; his bureaus broke open, and
the papers in them feized and examined by
Brigadier General Mac Leane himfelf and Ma-
jor Dunbar, (Mr. Frafer’s brother in law,) in
the laft days of September; and his houfe,
barns and ftables, at the river David had been
{fearched in the beginning of O&ober, by
Captain Le Maitre (General Haldimand's
Aide de Camp,) in company with Mr. Gray,
the Sheriff of Montreal, to find the flores of
corn and cattle which he was reported by his
enemies to have colleed there for the ufe of
the Americans ;—and nothing had been found
in all thefe various fearches to give the leaft
colour to the fufpicions that had béen enter-
tained by the Government of Mr. Du Calvet’s
correfponding with, or afifting, the revolted
Americans;---I fay, it appears from the fore-
going depofition, that, after all thefe diligen',
but effectual, endeavours to find out evi-
dence againft Mr. Du Calvet; Captain Le

; Maitre,
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Maitre, General Haldimand’s Aide de Camp;
and Major Carleton, in the month of Novem-
ber, 1780, ftill ufed their utmoft endeavouts
to procure {uch evidence fromthis young man,
Joleph Dufort, by fhewing him written pa-
pers folded upin the fhape of letters, which
they declared to have been written by Mr. Du
Calvet, and afking him whether he did not
know the hand-writing of them; and telling
him at the fame time, in order to frighten
him, that he himfelf had been guilty of high
treafon.  Such was the diligence with which
Mr. Du Calvet’s enemies purfued his ruin.
But, as he was intirely innocent of the whole -
charge, having never had the {mallelt corre-
fpondence with the revolted Americans, thefe
endeavours all proved vain 3 and General Hal-
dimand, on the 6th of December, 1780, ac-
knowledged that he was convinced that all the
{ufpicions that had been entertained againft
him had been groundlefs, and thereupon con=-
fented that he thould be fetatliberty : though
afterwards, from mere pride and tyranny, he
revoked the order for his enlaregement, and
kept bim in prifon, with all the circums=
ftances of hardfhip and cruelty abave-related,
from December the 6th, 1780, to May the
2d, 1783, in refentment of the expoitula-
tory letter which he received juft at that time
from Mr. Du Calvet, and which has been
already mentioned, and ftated at full lengthy
r

U fof
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for the reader’s confideration, in the foregos
ing part of this narrative.

While Mr. Du Calvet’s enemies were thus
a@ive in depriving him of his liberty, and from
the hardthips they made him undergo in his
imprifonment, feemed likewife to intend that
his life fhould fall a facrifice to their refent-
ment, they feemed equally determined to
bring about the ruin of his fortune.

This will appear from the account which it
will now be proper to give of acertain law-
{uit which Mr. Du Calvet had in the Court of
Common Pleas at Montreal, with a Mr. John
Lees, a merchant of Quebeck, who had been
the correfpondent of Mr. Francis Rybot, a
merchant of London; which law-fuit Mr.
Du Calvet brought, by way of appeal, before
the Court of the Governour and Council, and
would have brought, had he been permitted fo
to do, before the King in his Privy Council
in England. The occafion of this law-fuit
was as follows.

In the year 1766, Mr. Francis Rybot, of
London, agreed with Mr. Du Calvet, to pur-
chafe goods for himin England, and fend
them to Quebeck according to his orders, and
to charge them to Mr. Du Calvet at the fame
prices at which he had bought them of the

feveral
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{everal manufa&turers who had made them,
and then to charge an additional fum of 5 per
cent upon thofe prices, as arcward for his
trouble and care. Mr. Rybot was likewife
to do other mercantile buﬁnefa in England
for Mr. Du Calvet, as his factor, upon terms
agreed upon between them,

This conne@ion being eftablithed between,
them, Mr. Du Calvet fent Mr. Rybota par~
cel of Canada-paper of three different kinds,
called Billets d’ordonnance, Letires de change,
and Reconnoiffances, to the amount of
138,620 French livres, 15 fols, to be fold for
his account, with a certain allowance to Mr.
Rybot upon the price they {hould be fold for,
as his commiflion. The price of the bzllets
d’ordimnance at the publick market at this
time, in the year 1766, was about 33 per cent.
of their nominal value, and that of the Lettres
de change was about 42 per cent. and that of
the Recornotffances was above 6o per cent.

Mr. Rybot had at this time a Mr. John
Jenifon for his partner and agent, who refi-
ded in Canada, and tranfaéted his bufinefs in
that province. By the means of this gentle-
man, (who fcrupled to co-operate with -his

artner, Mr. Rybot, in impofing upon Mr.
Du Calvet,) the latter came to difcover that
U2 Mr,
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Mr. &\,bot had charged him for certain quan-
tities of fpirituous liquors which he had
bought for Lzm in England, and fent out to
him to Qucbeck, a greater pnce than he had
paid for them, to wit, 18d. fterling pes
gqiio n, inftead of 17d. over and" above
the commifiion of s per cent. that had been
agreed on ; and had likewife allowed him for
the Canac a-paper which he had fold for him
little morethan 20 per cent. of its nominal va-
lue, though the leaft valuable of the three
forts had been fold at market for more than 30
per cent. and the other two forts at more than
40 per cent. and 6o per cent. All this ap-

ears clearly from Mr. Rybot’s account with
Mr. DuCalvet, and his letters to his aforefaid

partner, Mr. Jenifon, which Mr. Du Calvet
has now in his poffeﬁion

Mr. Du Calvet, having made this difcovery
of Mr. Rybot’s falfe charges in his account
with hzm, refufed to allow it and to pay the
balance demanded by Mr. Rybot, but was
Wl]luw to pay the balance t‘nt mlght be dug
to M. R} bot upon a fair aCf‘ount, if it thould
appear that any fuch balance was due to him,
which Mr. Du Calvet did not believe to be
the cafe. This occafioned a difagreement
between Mr. Rybot and Mr. Du Calvet,
which continued from the year 1768, when
Mr. Du Calvet difcovered this unfair pro-

LCLdl;]O'
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ceeding of Mr. Rybot, to the year 1773,
without any effeCtual meafures to explain the
matter to their mutual fatisfattion. But in
Auguft 1773, Mr. Fargues and Mr. _]ohn
Lees, Junior, both merchants at Quebeck
and who had a power of attorney from Mr.
Rybot to manage his concerns in Canada,
agreed with Mr. Du Calvet to refer the exami-
nation of Mr. Rybot’s account with him to
four arbitrators.  Accordingly thofe two
gentlemen, who alted for Mr. Rybot, chofe
Mr. Thomas Dunn and Mr. Francis L’ Evef-
que, both of Quebeck, (and who have been
already mentioned in the preceeding part of
this narrative,) for the arbitrators on the be-
half of Mr. Rybot; and Mr. Du Calvet chofe
Mr. John Du Mas, Saint Martin, of Mon-
treal, and Mr. Jo‘m Martehi, alfo of Mon-
treal, for his arbitrators. And thefe gentle-
men qccepted the office, and began. to exe-
cute it by examining Mr. Rybot’s account,
and enqmrmg nto me truth of the feveral ar-
ticles ot it. 'The confequence was, that they
faw plainly that feveral of the articles were
unfair ones, and that, when they were pro-
perly altered, the balance of the account
would be in favour of Mr. Du Calvet; though
according to the demands of Mr. R}bot the
balance was about three thoufand pounds,
fterling, in Mr. Rybot’s favour. They did
not, however, give any award upon the
matter, becaufe, when Mr. John Lees faw how
.t
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it was likely to turn out, he withdrew his
papers from the hands of the arbitrators and
broke up the arbitration, and the arbitrators
did not chufe to proceed in the bufinefs when
one of the parties was ne longer willing to
confent to it,

When Mr. Lees found that the examina-
tion of Rybot’s account by the four arbitra-
tors was not likely to turn out to Mr. Rybot’s
advantage, he changed his method of attack
upon Mr. Du Calvet, and endeavoured to get
a large fum of money from him upon another
ground, which it will be proper in this place
to explain,

In theyears 1766 and 1767, Mr. Du Calvet
had given to Mr. Rybot a number of bills of
exchange and promiffory notes, amounting,
all together, tothe fum of 6441/. 15.and 114.
fterling, over and above the Canada-paper
above-mentioned, which he had put into his
hands to be fold for him. The bills of Ex-
change, which were in their nature negotiable,
amounted to about 2000/ fterling, of this
fum. But the promiffory notes were made
payable only to Mr. Rybot, and not to his
order, not having been intended by Mr. Du
Calvet to be negotiated or put out of Mr. Ry-
bot’s hands. The form of them was as fol-
lows,

A
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Au trente-un du mois de Décembre prochain e
promets payer @ Mr. Frangois Rybot a Londres,
Jix cents Livres, flerlings, waleur vegiie en une
Jalture de marchandifes qu'il a chargées abord du
commerce, Capitaine Thomas Tobnfon, @ Lon-
dres, le 8ieme; April, 1767. Bon pour 600l
Slerlings,

Pierre Du Calvet,

And Mr. Du Calvet’s intention in giving
thefe bills and notes was, that Mr. Rybot
fhould fend him a ftock of goods fit for the
market of Canada, to the amount of about
4000/, of them, and thould return him the
remainder of the notes when it fhould be
convenient to him, ufing them in the mean-
while for the fupport of his credit.

But Mr. Rybot made a different ufe of thefe
promifiory notes from that which Mr. Du Cal-
vet had intended. For he put feven of them,
amounting together to the fum of 2718/
1os. and 6d4. fterling, into the bands of
Meflieurs Chauvet and Turquend, merchants
of London, in partnerthip with each other,
And thofe 'gentlemen fent out a power of
attorney to the aforefaid Mr. John Lces at
Quebeck, to fue Mr. Du Calvet for the faid
fum of 2718/, 105 64. flerling, as due to
them upon the faid promifiory notes, which
they fent over to Mir. Lees at the fame time.
Mr. Lees accordingly in December, 1773,

made
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made oath before the above-mentioned Mz,
Mabane, (then and now one of the Judges of
the Court of Common-Pleas at Quebeck,)
that Mr. Du Calvet was indebted to the faid
Lewis Chauvet and Peter Turquend, mer-
chants of London, in the faid fum of 2618/
Tos. and 6d. fterling, upon feven of the faid
promlﬂ'orv notes, drawn by the faid Peter Du
Calvet in favour of Francis Rybot, of London,
meirchant, and by him affigned over to the
faid Lewis Chauvet and Peter Turquend.
And upon the ground of this cath of Mr:
Lees, Mt. Du Calvet was arrefted immedi-
dtely after at Montreal in the fame month of
Becember, 1773.

e unmednte;y made a journey to Que-
beck (a.hOUO’h in the moft fevere feafon of the
year, and with great inconvenience,) and put
1in bail to anfwer the aéion, which was a
matter of the utmott furprife to him, as hié
had never had the leaft conne&ion in trade
with the faid Chauvet and Turquend, and
liad not meant that thofe promiflory notes
fhould be negotiated, nor imagined that they
could be negotiated, becaufe they were madd
payqbk to Mr. Rybot only, and nort to him

bis order. But this defe& had been at-
te.mptc.i to be cured by fome of the gentle-
men in whofe pofiefiion thofe notes had been,
and, he fuppofes, by Mr. Rybot. For, when
thefe notes were produced in Canada by Mr.

Lets,
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Lec‘;, they were found to have the words,

‘et @ lordre,” inferted in them betiveen the
lines.

Thisa&ion continued in the caurt of Comi-
mon-Pleas at Montreal till April, 1775,
when Mr.  Lees, fearing that he thould not
be able to fucceed in it when the whole tran{-
action came to be clearly laid open, defired
leave to withdraw it before a judgment was
gtven 1n if, and was permitted to do fo upon
an engagement to pay all the cofts Mr. Du
Calvet had heen put to in it; which, how-
ever, he hasnever done.

In the year 1777 Mr. Lees brought another
action againft Mr. Du Calvet in the fame
Court of Common-Pleas at Montreal for the
{fame {fum of money, to wit, 2718/ 10s. and
6d. fterling, grounded upon the fame promif-
fory notes that were made the foundation of
the former a&ion. But he now appeared as
the attorney, or repreientative, of Mr. Rybdt
himfelf, to whom thofe notes had been given.
Yethe produced no powerof attorney from Mr.
Rybot to authorize him to bring this action §
nor any proof that Mr. Chauvet and Mr. Tur~
quend had affigned back to Mr. Rybot the
notes which he had affigned to them. Nor
would the Court of Common-Pleas infift upon
his doing either of thefe things, though both
feemed neceflary to warrant and fupport this

X new
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new a&ion. However, upon-Mr. Du Calvet’s
counfel infifting on his behalf, that the whole
account of what was due from him to Mr.
Rybot (if any thing was then due,) fhould be
goneinto, the Court feemed to think this a rea-
{onable propofal, and accordingly, on the 18th-
of March, 1778, made anorder, with the con-
{ent of both parties, that the fettlement of this
account fhould be referred to the arbitration
of four perfons to be named by Mr. Lees and
Mr. Du Calvet, and an umpire appomted by'
the court, to decide the differences of opinion
that might arife between the arbitrators, when-
ever they fhould be equally divided againit
each other. Mr. Lees accordingly named
NMr, William Kay and Mr. John Grant, both
of Montreal, for the arbitrators on the be-
half of Mr. Rybot, and Mr. DuCalvet named
Mr. John Bernard and Mr. Peter Bonthillier,
both 1'1 wife of Montreal, as his arbitrators ;

and the Court appointed M. Jacob Jourdain
to be the umpire.

Thefearbitrators accordingly madean award
in February, 1779, but in a very irregular
manner, and Hable to many juft exceptions,
which were made to 1t on Mr. Du Calvet’s be-
half, In truth the arbitrators neglected to
inquire into the quantity and value of the -
goods which Mr. Rybot had fent out to Mr.
Du Calvet, and the money he had received on
Mr. Du Calvet’s account by'the fale of his

Canada~"
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Canady-paper, and from other remittances
which Mr. Du Calvet had fince made him in
bills of exchange and furs, or peleries, at fe-
veral different times, and had confidered only
the promiflory notes above-mentioned; and,
upon the ground of thofe notes, two of them
in conjunétion with Mr. Jourdain, the um-
pire, made an award in Mr. Rybot’s favour, by
which they fettled Mr. Du Calvet’s debt to
him at the fum of 2122/, 65. 5d. fterling.

Great objeCtions lay againft this award,
which ought to have been confidered as fatal
toit. In the firft place, it was figned by
only two of the arbitrators, Mr. Grant and
Mr. Bonthillier, in the abfence of Mr. Ber-
nard, who was then in the country ata con-
fiderable diftance from Montreal, and with-
out the concurrence of Mr. Kay, the other
arbitrator, though he was then, at Montreal,
and might have figned i ‘ﬂ‘f:cond'iy, it was
{igned by Mr. _]ordan, the umgne though it
did not : appear that any differences of opinion
had arifen amongft the arbitrators, which he
had been ca lled in to fettle. Thirdly, the
award had been altered after it was figned, and
was then written out fair and figned again by
the fame three perfons, Mr. John Grant and
Mr. Peter Bonthillier and Mr. Jacob Jordan ;
which laft figning was after the expiration of
the time during which the arbitrators were
authorized to make their award; and other
very ftrong objections were made to it. But

p BF! the
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the Court of Common-Pleas over-ruled them

all, and on the 5th of June, 1779, confirmed
the award.

Mr. Du Calvet, upon this, inmediately
appealed from this Judgment of the Court of
Common-Pleas to the Court of Appeal, which
confifted of either the Governour or the Lieute-
nant-Governour, or the Chief Juftice, and Legi-
flative Councilof the province ; but in whichit
mufit be oblerved, that Governour Haldimand
had never thought proper to prefide in perfon
at that time, atany appeal, but had left thefe
judicial matters to be decided by the mem-
bers of the Council, under the guidance or
prefidency of Mr. Cramahe¢, the Licutenant-
Governour. 'The Council admitted his ap-
peal ; and it came to a hearing before them on
the 12th of October, 1779, Mr. Cramahé,
the Lieutenant-Governour, being prefent and
prefiding in the Council,

The Council fat again on the 16th of the
fame month of October, 1779, and then
confirmed the Judgment of the Court of Com-
mon-Pleas at Montreal, which had con-
firmed the award of the arbitrators, by which
Mr. Du Calvet had been declared to be debtor
to Mr. Rybot of the {um of 2122/. 65. and 5.
fterling. Mr. Du Calvet then refolved to
carry the matter to the Court of the laft refort,
that of the King in his Privy Council in En-
gland, and for that purpofe prefented a peti-

tion
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tion to the Court of the Governour and Coun- .
cil of the province of Qapbeck on the 25th
of Ocober, 1779, praying the Court to al-
low an appeal, from the Judgement given by
them on the 16th of the fame month, to the
King in Council, and alfo that'a commiflion
to take the bail which it would be neceffary for
him to give that he would proiccufe his fid
npcql and abide by the decifion of it, might
be iffued to {fome perfon in Montreal, where -
Mr. Du Calvet refided; whereby Ml. Du
Calvet would be {pared the neceflity of taking
a journey of 130 miles, from Montreal o
Quebeck, at that bad fealon of the year.

But this laft favour was refufed him, and
the Court made an order on the 1ft of No-
vember, 1779, that the Appeal thould be al-
lowed upon his giving good and f{uflicient bail
to ploi cute the appeal to effe¢t before the
King in Council, but that the recognizance
ﬂmuld be entered intp in the Court of Ap-
peals, or Court of the Governour and Coun-
cil, itfelf, (which was'held at Quebeck,)
and not before a commiflioner at Montreal ;
and that he and his fureties thould attend at
ijm:k for the purpofe of giving fuch re-
cognizance, on Monday, the 22d of the fame
month of November, 1779.

In obedienc_:e to this order Mr. Du Calvet
fet out from Montreal, with his two fureties,

Mz,
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Mr. Jofeph Cazeneuve and Mr. Sigifmund
Dubuit, (both of Montreal,) for Quebeck on
the 16th of November, 1779, but did not
arrive there till the 21ft, having been obliged,

by the bad condition of the roads, to travel
flowly. 'This, however, was within the'time

allowed them, the 22d being the day that had

been appointed by the order of the Court of
Appeal for taking his recognizance. Accor-

dingly, on the next day, the 22d of Novem-

ber, 1779, Mr. Du Calvet and his two {ure-

ties went to the Court of Appeals at 10 o’clock

in the morning, to enter into the recogni-

zance and bonds that were required of them.

But, when they came there, Mr. Cramahé,

the Licutenant-Governoar, (though he had

joined in the above-mentioned order of the

Court, which had directed Mr. Du Calvet to

come to Quebeck, with his fureties, on this

22d of November, and in confequence of
which they had made this journey from Mon-

treal in that bad feafon for this very purpofe,)

refufed to let them do the bufinefs they were

come about, and adjourned the Court imme-

diately to the 6th of the following month of
December, with an appearance of impetuofity

and anger which feemed to furprize fome of
the other members of the Council who hap-

pened to be prefent.

_After this fudden adjournment of the Court
Mr. Cramahé went out of the room, and
ftopred
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ftopped on the outfide of it fora fhort time to
{peak with Monfieur de Lery and Mr. Finlay,
two other members of the Council. But,
upon fecing Mr. Du Calvet come out after
him and endeavour to come up to him and
{peak to him, he broke off his converfation
with thofe two gentlemen abruptly, and went
away,

Mr. Du Calvet was fo furprifed and fhocked
at this behaviour of Mr. Cramahé, that, hap=
pening in his way from the Council-room to

1is lodging, to meet with Mr. George Alfop,
anuther member of the Legiflative Council,
he could not help fpeaking to him of it. Mr.
Alfop (who on many occafionis has thewn
himfelf a lover of law ‘and liberty,) made
anfwer, *Thatit did not much furprife him ;
¢ for thatevery thing that had been done of
«¢ late in the Council had been fo new and
¢ ftrange that he could not underftand it.”
And he added, ¢ That the members of ths
¢ Council were extremely unwilling that any
¢ of the decifions given in the province thould
«“ 'be carried by appeal to England, and
‘¢ that they were d‘:zblm*ned to do' all they
‘¢ could to prevent it.”

About an hour after this breaking up of
the Council in this fudden manner, Mr. Du
Calvet went to wait 1_1’30‘1 Mr. Cramahé at
his houfe, and had a long converfation with

hun
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him upon the fubje&, in which Mr. Cramahé
plainly told him, ‘that he was again{t his
¢ making this appeal to the King in Y Council,
¢ and that he was refolved not to receive the
¢ fureties he offered to the court in order to
Semake it.” [ Hhsen which Mr. Du Calvet,
finding Mr. Cramahé, and others of the
Councﬂ fo averfe to his making this appeal
from their judgement, thought it neceffary to
have recourfe to the Govcxnour himfielf,
thou h he knew that his Excellency did not
ufua]ly chufe to meddle in this judicial bufi-
nefs of the Council. But in the prefent cafe
he hoped he would interfere, in order to pro-
cure bim an allowance of what was {o plainly
his right, the liberty of appealing for juftice to
his Soverelgn mn Council, agreeably to the
direttions of the ordinance that had eftablifhed
the feveral Courts of Juftice in the province,
and the conditions upon which appeals mxgh
be made from them. And for this purpofe
he prefented a petition to General Haldimand,
conceived, as he thought, in terms {fufficiently
refpectful, and v&hzch had been previoufly
perufed and approved by Mr. Jenkins Wil-
liams, who was at that tinie the Regifter of
the Court of Appeals or Legiflative Lovncx]
and had been on former occaﬁons employed by
Mr. Du Calvet as his Lawyer and Advocatey
and who therefore might be {uppofed to be a
good Judge of the fiyle in which fucha peti-

tion ought to be drawn. But, that the readers
of
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of this narrative may judge for themfelves
of the ftyle and manner of expreflion ufed in
this petition, and determine how far it de-
ferved the harfh an{fwer General Haldimand
gave it, it fhall be here inferted word for word.
It was as follows.

A fin Excellence Meffire Frédéric Haldimand,
Ecuyer, Gouverneur en Chef de la province
de Canada, Geneml des forces de fa Majefté

Britannique, Se.

Requéte de  Pierre Du Calvet.  Le fuppliant
a I bonneur de repréfenter a vitre Excellence fes
jzy?os plzzz'm‘es Son entiére confiance en vitre
cqguité Uenbardit ; et il ofe efpérer que, Vit la
[égitimité de Ja demande, il plaira & vitre Ex=
cellence Jaire drott.

Le Suppliant ayant interjetté appel d'un juge~
ment dans une caufe entre lui [z;pplzmzz’ et Frans
cois Rybot de Londres pordevant [atrés gracieufe
Ma e/ie et ﬁm LConfeil prive par une regu.«fre pré-

ﬁmee le 25 d'Qctobre dernier ala Cour & Appel

de cette province, il fortit un ordre de la ditte Cour
d’ Appel le premier de ce mois, par lequel il fut
ordonné que lui, fuppliant, prifenterort les cau-
tions, dontil entendoit [o fervir, le 22 du préjent
111045,

¥ Ru'en
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Qulen conformité & cet ordonné de la ditte
cour, il fe feroit tranfporté en cette ville, avec
les cautions, agros fraiset peine, vit la difficulté
des chemins.

Que fon exallitude a remplir ce a quoi la ditte
Cour d’ Appel I'avoit foiimis, lui devient onéreufe,
puifque, fans aucune formalité pré-alable; cette
cour a été ajournée au 6 du prochain mois.

Qu'un retardement auffi confidérable eff pour
lui, fuppliant, une caufe dommageable par les
dépenfes énormes que lus et [es cautions font obligés
de faire ; lefquelles deviendront plus fortes, vit
que la faifon eft trés avancée, et qu'il eff probable
gu'au fix du prochain mois les chemins et les rivié-
ves feront imprdticables; en outre par les affaires
de chacun deux, qui demandent leur préfence 4

Moniréal,

Plus; Ie fuppliont a l'honneur de repréfenter a
vitre excellence, que, [“élant auffi rendu appel-
lont d'un jugement de la Cour de Playdoyers
communs de Montréal dans une caufe enire lui,
Juppliant; et Brook Walfon et Rafbleigh de Lon-=
dres, 1l auroit préfenté, pour cautions du dit
appel, le dotteur Cazeneuve et Sigifmond Dubuit,
de Momtréal, lefquels ont ét¢ recus le 21 4
Qclobre dernier, et ont prété ferment.

Que fept jours aprés, en P'abfence de lui, fup-
pliant, les Juges de Montréal, nonobfiant !ac-
ceplation
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ceptation précédente des cautions, les déclarérent
non-recevables.

Pour meltre Jfinatant de tracafferies, et clorre
toute voye a mauvaife chicane, le fuppliant cvoit
offert au Sieur Sanguinet, avocat des dits Wat-
Jon et Refbleigh, de remettre entre fes mains, ou
autres qu'il jugeroit a propos, pour double valeur
en effets, ﬁez'vam‘ Peflimation d'experts.  Son offre
fut rejettée, et le ﬁepplmrzz‘ remit aux dits Sieurs
Cazeneuve et Du Buit pour la valeur du double,
et méme au-deld, dela fomme que qui que ce foit
pourroit répéter contre lui, fuppliont.

Le ﬁ;ppizam‘ prévoit que toutes les dzﬁccx[ier
qui naiffent @ chaque inflant, ne tendent qu’ @ le
priver du fezfl moyen qui lui reffe fzzz‘vmzf la loi,

la Jufiice, ei Equité, qui eff o voye d’o d’appel.

Pourquoi, et fur les repre’/&m‘a*z}m cy- (Z’Cj/lﬁ, le
Suppliant efpere, fondé fur ! Equité de véire Ex-
cellence, qu'il lui plaira inter-pofer fon autorité
et ordonner que les cautions cy-deffus dénominées,
préfentées par lui, fuppliont, pour caufe d’appel
enire lui et Rybot et Watfon et Rafbleigh, de
Londres, jerwzz‘ recues fans autre délai, ou or-
donner que lui, /z/pplza/zz‘ depofera entre les matns
de telle ou telles perfwznes gl plaira @ vitre Ex-
celience de nommer @ cet effet, une quantité
d’ ej‘e’ts équivalente, on pour double la  fomime
porlee parles dits jltgemc’fzts $ien cmfegzae’?zce cr=
donnery quil fera furfis a Uexécution du juge-

2 ment
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ment de I'bonorable Cour des playdoyers communs
de Montréal.

Des propofitions aujfi claires ne pewvent laiffer a
witre Excellence aucun doute de la juftice des
prétenfions du fuppliant.  Auffi efpére-t'il qu'sl
{ui plaira fe fervir de fon autorité, afin que juftice
Jut fort rendue : Et vitre f[uppliant ne ceffera de
prier pour lp profpérité de vitre Excellence.

Pierre Du Calvet.
A Québec,
Le 24 Nov. 1779,

This petition was prefented to General
Haldimand on the 24th of November, 1779 :
and about the fame time Mr. Du Calvet
waited upon his Excellency no lefs than five
different times, in hopes of an anfwer to it.
The General received him civilly, and con-
fefled to him that he thought his cafe a very
hard one, and that he wondered much that
the Council, or Court of Appeals, after ha-
ving on the 1{t of that month (November,
1779) appointed the 22d as the day on which
they would admit Mr. Du Calvet to give the
good and {ufficient fecurity to profecute his
Appeal before the King in Council with effeét,
which was required of him, and after M.
Du Calvet and his two fureties had, in con-
fequence of fuch order, come up to Quebeck

' from
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from Montreal, in that bad feafon for travel-
ling, for the very purpofe of giving this fecu-
rity ;—I fay, General I{aldimand confefled to
Mr. Du Calvet that he wondered much, that,
afterall thefe previous fteps of a contrary ten-
dency, the Council fhould have refufed to
admit him to give this fecurity, and fhould
have fo fuddenly adjourned themfelves to fo
diftant a day as the 6th of the following month
of December, whereby he was obliged to
continue in Quebeck, with his two fureties,
for above a f_ormight, at a greatexpence, and
with ggeat inconvenience to their affairs, by
their abfence from their refpective homes.
And from this declaration of the General, Mr.
Du Calvet was induced to hope, that his Ex-
cellency would ufe his endeavours with the
Council to prevail on them to admit thefecurity
he offered for hisappeal,and thatimmediately,
{if the rules of the Council would admit of it, )
without waiting till the 6th of the following
month of December, 1779, to which Mr.
Cramah¢ had fo hattily adjourned the Coun-
cil.

But in this hope Mr. Du Calvet was de-
ceived. For the General, notwithftanding
the civil reception he gave Mr. Du Calvet, and
the fenfe he exprefled of the harfh treatment
he had met with, refufed to interfere with
the Council in his favour, and on the 3d of
December, 1779, thatjs after a delay of niyx}&

days,
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days, fent him the following dry and feverg
letter in anfwer to his petition,

Monfleur,

Fe ne puis, ni ne dois, vous accorder ce que
vous me demandex par vitre placet du 24°™ du
mots, dernier.  Au refle e vous confeille trés
Jort de parler avee refpect des tribunaus publics,
camme de ceux qui ¥ fiegent.

Te fuis, Monfieur,
Vitre trés bumble,
et trés obeiffant [erviiess,

Erédéric Haldimand,

If we compare this anfwer of General
Haldimand with his preceeding civil beha-
viour to Mr. Du Calvet, and the declaration
he had. made of his furprize at the ftrange
treatment he had received from the Council,
it feems probable, that he muft have been
perfwaded by his great advifer, Mr. Mabane,
to decline interfering in Mr. Du Calvet’s
favour, and to return him the fevere anfwer
juft now recited. Indeed it is almoft impof-
‘ ' fible
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fible to account for his behaviour in any other
way.

On thé 6th of December Mr. Du Calvet
went again to the Council, or Court of Ap-
peals, with Mr. Jofeph Cazeneuve and Mr.’
Sigifmund Dubuit, his two fureties, to give
the fecurity required for his appeal. = But the
Council would not admit them for good and
fufficient fecurities, becaufe theyhad not land-
ed property in the province to the amount of
twice the fum 1 queftion.

This was an objection which Mr. Du
Calvet conceives to be in no degree war-
ranted by thé laws of the prmince, which
require only that the {ureties in an appeal, or
other action, fhould be worth, and, if re-
quired to-do fo, thould fwear that they are
worth, twice the fum in conteft in any kind
of property, whether, landed or perfonal:
and he is pofitive that many appeals to the
King and Council had been allowed upon fu-
reties who had no other than perfonal pro-
perty, without the leaft difficalty or objec-
tion.

However, to remove this new objetion
(wlnch feemed to be ftarted by fome of his
enemics with a view to diftrefs mm,) Mr. Du
Calvet offered to transfer into the hands of
fuch perfons as the Council, or Ceurt of Ap-

peals,
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peals, thould think fit to appoint, houfes a¢
Montreal, and other property, to the amount
of twice the fum in queftion, which thould
become chargeable with the debt and cofts of
the acion, in cafe the King inCouncil fhould
determine it againft him.

This feemed likely to anfwer every fub-
flantial purpofe of juitice ftill better than the
finding fureties to be bound for him who were
poflefled of landed property in the province;
becaufe by this means the requifite quantity of
property would itfelf remain in the hands of
refpe&table third perfons, or truftees, chofen
by the Court of Appeal 1itfelf, to an{wer the
event of the appeal, without a poffibility of
being alienated in the mean time, as might
be the cafe with the landed property of any
fureties who might have become bound for
Mr. Du Calvet, according to the Council’s
requifition. But this offer of Mr. Du Cal-
vet was refufed by the Council, as well as his
former offer of Mr. Cazeneuve and Du Buig
for his fureties.

And here 1t muft be obferved, concerning
Mr. Cazeneuve and Mr. Du Buit, that they
were mentioned by name in Mr. Du Calvet’s
petition of the 25th of O&ober, 1779, as
being the perfons he meant to produce as his
{ureties for this appeal to the King in Coun~
cil; and that the Court of Appeals did not

then
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then makeany objection to them on account
of their want of landed property, but feemed
to approve them, and to be willing to receive
them, as fufficient fecurities for the purpofe,
and accordingly made their order, above-
mentioned, of the 1ft of November, 1770,
that Mr. Du Calvet thould attend at Quebeck,
with his fureties, to give the proper f{ecuri-

ties for his appeal, on the 22d of the fame
month,

This order Mr. Du Calvet had confidered,
at the time it was made, as in fome degree
an a¢t of feverity towards him, inafmuch as
it required him and his fureties to make a
troublefome winter-journey from Montreal to
Quebeck for this purpofe, inftead of being
permitted to enter into thefe engagements be-
fore 2 Commiffioner at Montreal, whom: the
Court of Appeals might have authorized to
take thefe fecurities in that town, as they had
done in divers other appeals of the fame
kind both before and fince. But he had af-
terwards much more reafon to complain of
them, when, after his coming to Quebeck,
with his two fureties, on the 22d of Novem-
ber, in obedience to their order, Mr. Cra=
mahe refufed to admit them to give fecurity,
and adjourned the Court fuddenly to the 6th
of December, and then, on the faid 6th of
December, again pofitively refufed to re-
ceive them.

Z When
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When Mr. Du Calvet found himfelf thus
precluded, by this refolution of the Legifla-
tive Council of the province, from this right
of appealing from tﬁeir decifion to his Ma-
jefty in Council, he fubmitted to his fate,
and accepted of a propofal made him by Mr.
Lees, the agent, or reprefentative, of Mr.
Rybot in this alion, to pay the money in
queftion, to wit, 2122/ 6s. and 5d. fterling,
in two equal portions, in the courfe of the
-months of September, in the two following
years 1780 and 1781, that is, 1061/. 3s5. and
21d. in the courfe of September, 1780, and
1061/. 35. and 214, in the courfc of Septem-
ber, 1781 ; but without any intereft upon the
faid fums, and without any cofts of {uit. And
Mr. Du Calvet further confented, that, if
Mr. Leescould find an opportunity of felling
the goods, or merchandizes, then in Mr. Da
Calvet’s ware-houfes, for a profit not more
than 10 per cent. lefs than the cuitomary
profit made in the province by the fale of the
fame forts of goods, he fhould be at liberty
to fell the faid merchandizes as {oon as he
pleafed, and thereby pay himfelf the faid fum:
of 2122/. 6s. and 5d. or a part thereof, be-
fore the faid terms of pavment then agreed
upon. And in cafe Mr. Du Calvet failed in
performing the conditions of this agreement,
Mr. Lees was to be at liberty to take out the
execution upon the judgment that had been
given
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given againft him, and Mr. Du Calvet relin-
quifhed his right of appealing from it.

This agreement was reduced to writing in
the French language, and figned by Mr. John
Lees and Mr. Du Calvet, in the prefenceof the
Legiflative Council. Mr. Lees at the fame
time agreed, in the prefenceof the faid Coun-
cil, todeliver up to Mr. Du Calvet, in the
courfec of a few days, all the bills of exchange
and promiffory notes which Mr. Du Calvethad
formerly drawn in favour of Mr. Rybot, and
which were the foundation of this demand of
Mr. Rybot, and of the judgment of the Courtof
Common-Pleas at Montreal, which had been
confirmed by the Council, or Court of Ap-
Peals, at Quebeck, and from which Mr. Dua
Calvet had withed to appeal to the Kingin-
Council. But this engagement of Mr. Lees
was not inferted in the written agreement
above-mentioned, becaufe the members of the
Council thought it a thing of courfe, and too
plain to need being fpecifically engaged for in
that agreement, and therefore perfuaded Mr.
Du Calvet to fign the agreement without it,
though he had defired to have a claufe added
to the agreement for the fake of removing all
doubt about it. Mr. Du Calvet has fince had
reafon to be forry that fuch 2 claufe was not
inferted in the faid agreement as it had been
in the award that had been made againft
him by the arbitrators at Montreal, and which

' £ 2 had
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had been confirmed by the Court of Com-
mon-Pleas there, and afterwards by the Coun-
cil of the provmce, or Court of Appeals, the
1aft claufe of which award was in the words
lelO Wi 12,

¢ Nuus fronongons et ordonnons, Que le dit
Sean Lees dﬂlz rera au dit Pierve Du Calvet,
Ecuyer, touces et chacune des Lettres de C/szrrc’,
Prop: "’?’s, o auz'ffs Sitretes, qu 2] peut avoir en
2o 'T//zoﬂ, données on accordees par le dit Pierre
Du Calvet au dit Frangois Rybot, ou a toute autre
per/' e pﬂu?" fon compte ; et de plus, qu'il luz
j/u[/t?i"d 2% ﬁgmzaﬂ, o jOl??E'("ﬂZé’ﬂf avec gzmtre o=
nes et [uffifanies cautions, qui dsvront étre ap-
prawees parla ditte Cour des Playdoyers Com-
NS, pout la foinme pénale de quatre mille livres,
de garantir de tout trouble et indemnifer le dit
Picrre Du Calvet de et contre toute réclamation,
demnande, on compie quelcongue, dit au dit Fran-
gors Ryoot, pour, o en Vertu dey aucun billet,
promeffe, om fhreté, qui pourroient wétre pas
enive les mains du dit Jean Lecs, on qui pour-
rotent élre uj.’#e;, on ccariées, on tr mgﬁbortees a
ancune autre perfonne quelconque s de fagon @ ga-
raniiv pleinement et mde;muﬁv le dit Pierre Du
Calvet, et Jes béritiers, jufq’ a ce quele flatut
de prefeription les aura rendus m:/s, tant en Eu-
rope que dans cette province : et qu’ apres les dit-
tes parties fe donneroint quittance gezzem[e réci-
proquement, l'una lautre, de toute préfention et
deinande quelcongue.

After
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After this agreement of December the 6th,
1779, Mr. Du Calvet refolved to comply
with the terms of it in the moft puné¢tual man-
ner poffible, notwithftanding the hardthip he
had undergone in having been forced to enter
into it by the refufal of the Court of Appeals
to allow his appeal to the King in Council,
in the manner that has been mentioned.

Accordingly, in the latter part of Septem-
ber in the following year, 1780, when the
firt payment of 1061/. 35. and 234 was to
be made to Mr. Rybot, or to Mr. Lees, on
Mr. Rybot’s account, Mr. Du Calvet (being
then at Quebeck on accountof his other law-
fuit with Watfon and Rafhleigh, which he
removed by appeal from the provincial Courts
of Juftice before his Majefty in Council) went
to Mr. Lees at his houfe at Quebeck, and
told him, “ That, he was ready to make him
¢ the firft payment of the money due to Mr.
¢ Rybot in confequence of the agreement of
‘¢ the 6th of December, 1779, if he, Mr.
¢¢ Lees, would, (as he had promifed to do,)
¢ deliver up to him the bills of exchange
“ and promiffory notes which he had for-
 merly drawn 1n Mr. Rybot’s favour,” Mr.
Lees made anfwer, ¢¢that the time for ma-
¢ king this payment was not yet come, it

being only the 26th of September, and the
‘¢ agreement having allowed the whole month
“ of September for making this firft pay-
¢ ment.” Mr. Du Calvet replied, ¢ That

f he
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% he was not defirous of delaying the pay-
¢ ment for thofe few days of the month that
“ were yet to come; buthad rather pay the
¢ money, or giveabill of exchange for the
““ money, immediately, if Mr. Lees would
“¢ deliver him up the notes.” To this Mr.
Lees faid,  That he had not got all the notes
¢ by him, but that fome of them were in
¢¢ the hands of his lawyer; and that he was
¢ juft at that time too bufy to look out thofe
¢¢ he had by him : but that, if Mr. Du Cal-
¢ vet would put the bill of exchange he was
“ to give him by way of payment of this firfk
¢ fumof 1061/ 35, and 214, intothe hands
« of his (Mr. Du Calvet’s) lawyer, he would,
“ in the mean time, get the bills and notes
¢ together, and deliver them up to Mr. Du
«¢ Calvet’s lawyer at the fame time as he
¢ {hould receive from the faid lawyer the new
¢ bill of Exchange for 1061/. 35. and 21d.
¢ which Mr. Du Calvet was to draw by way
¢ of payment of the faid fum.” Accordingly
Mr. Du Calvet immediately wrote the follow-
ing letter to Mr. Ruflell, his lawyer, at Que-
beck, to authorize him to deliver the bill of
exchange in quefticn, for 1061/, 3s. and 21d.
to Mr. Lees, upon the conditions, and in the
manner, Mr. Lees had mentioned.

A Québec,
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A Québec,
le 26 de Sept. 1780

Zl/ﬁ@ffﬁi’,;

Veous trouverez ci-joint, compris dans le mémoire
Journi. a meflieuts les arbitres entre le Sieur Ry-
bot et moi, la lifte des billets que le dit Sieur de-
voit me remettre, montant a 64411, 45, 10d. fler-
ling, et auffi la copie del’accord pajé en Cour
d’ Appel entre fon procureur fondé, le Sieur Fean
Lees, jumor, et mol,  par Zecwel VOUS “Verres
qu'il n'y eff fait aucune menticn de la vemife des
dits billets et traittes.

¥/ ﬁmz‘ VoS fmfe part que ! on e campru‘ pas
la renitfe de ces p'ecﬂs dans la convention, parce

guie le Sieur Lees s'engagea en préfence de M’eﬂzeurs
Fean Collins et Frangois L’ Evelgue et Cugnet,
Sils, de-me les remettre dans pew de jours. Fe
les lui ai fouvent demandees, [ans qi'il ait rempli
Jfa pramfﬂ,. Et, comme je veux remplir mes
comlztzom, _;e voUS reets, Cy- -1nclus, une traitte
de ce jour a4 tremte jours de wue, de Monfieur
Faques Curchod fur M jzcws Fermin, Daflel, et
compagnie, pour le fomme de 106 1. 35. and 23d.
Rerling, tirée o mon ordre et par moi endoffée en
blanc, que je wvous prie de domner au dit Sieur
- Lees aprés qu'tl vous aura remis les billets et trazt-
tes cy-deffus mentionnés, montant @ la fomme de
64411. 45, 10d. et non autrement.  Ainfi dansle
cas que le Sieur Lees refuldt de wous remettre la

tolalité
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totalité des dits billets et traittes, wous ne lui doris
nerez point la Lettre de Change fur Londres. Ef
dans le cas que le Sieur Lees voulut fe prévaloir de
ce que cette claufe w’eft point comprife dansla con-
vention régifirée a la Cour d’ Appel, vous aurez la
bonté de vous oppofer @ ce gu’aucune exécution: ne fort
lichée bors de la Cour d’Appel contre moi 5 et ap-
pellerez. Meffieurs Collins, L’Evefque, et Cugnet
a témoin, comme quoi il S'étoit obligé devant eux
de me faire la remife des dittes piéces fous peu de
gours. Et, au beforn, vous pourrez enfiler la pré-
Jente en cour, pour empécher toute furprife de

procédure,
T as Pbonnenr d'étre, &e.

Pierre Du Calvet.

In purfuance of this letter from Mr. Du
Cilvet, Mr. Ruflell went, on the 28th of Sep-
tember, 1780, to Mr. Lees, toacquaint him
that he was ready to deliver him Mr. Du Cal-
vet’s bill of exchange upon London for the
aforefaid fum of 1061/ 3s5. and 214. upon his

- delivering up the other bills of exchange and
" promifiory notesof Mr. Du Calvet in favour
of Mr. Rybot, which had been the fubjeét of
the aftion between them. Mr. Lees acknow-
ledged that he had a great number of bills and
notes that were to be given up to Mr. Du
Calvet; but flill he declined giving them up
Lo
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to Mr. Ruffzll; becaufe he did not produce 4
power of attorney from Mr. Du Calvet to
authorize him to receive them. And Mr.
Ruflell, in confequence of this refufal onthe
part of Mr, Lees, refufed, onhis fide, to de-
liver him Mr. Du Calvet’s new bill of ex-
change on London for 1061/ 3s. and 21d.
agrecably to Mr. Du Calvet’s direction to him
in the letter above-recited.

In the mean while Mr. Du Calvet was ar=
refted by Captain Laws on the 27th of Sep-"
tember, 1760, and broug]’t up, a prifoner,
to Quebeck, and carried in the fame capa-
city on board the Canceaux on the 2g9th of the
fame month.

In a few days after his being fo arrefted and
confined, Mr. Lees obtained Governour Hal-
dimand’s leave to go to him, on board the
Cuanceax, to endeavour to prevail on him togive
his lawyer, Mr. Ruflell, directions to deliver
him the faid bill of exchange on London for
1001/. 35. 24d. Mr, Du Calvetmh{‘ced at firft,
(as he had done before) that Mr. Lees fhould
at the fame time deliver up to himfelf, or Mr.
Ruflell, his lawyer, all the bills of exchange
and promifiory notes, in favour of Mr. Rybot,
above-mentioned ; but upon Mr. Lees’ affu-
ring bim that they were not all in his pofleffion,
and that he would deliver up to Mr. Rufiellall
thofe that were fo, and wauld take care that

2% all
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all the reft fhould be likewife delivered up be=
fore the fecond payment of 1061/. 35. and 21d.
fterling, which was to be made in Septem-
ber, 1781, he wrote another letter to Mr.
Ruffell to authorize him to deliver the faid
bill of exchange for 1061/, 35. and 23d. to
Mr. Lees, upon his delivering up thofe biils
and notes, which he acknowledged to be in
his pofleflion, and which amounted to about
4000/, fterling, of the whole fum of 6441/
4s. and 10d. to which they amounted all to-
gether. And this was accordingly done. Mr.
Lees delivered up to Mr. Ruffell Mr. Du Cal-
vet’s bills and notes to the amount of about
40001, fterling ; and Mr. Ruflell delivered to
Mr. Lees Mr. Du Calvet’s new bill of ex-
change upon London for. 1061/ 35. and 2%d.

Things remained in this condition till the
following vear 1781, when the fecond pay-
ment of 1061/ 35. and 234, was appointed to
be made by Mr. Du Calvet, in the courfe of
the month of September. Mr. Du Calvet,
it muft be remembered, continued all this
while a prifoner in the convent of Recollet
Monks at Quebeck ; and his commercial and:
other pecuniary affairs were therefore of ne-
ceflity in confufion. Neverthelefs he would
have made this fecond payment at the time
appointed, if Mr. Lees, the agent of Mr.
Rybot, had complied with the condition of
the agreement on his part, which was to deli-

¥Er
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ver up to him the remainder of the bills of ex-
change and promiffory notes he had formerly
made to Mr. Rybot. Thefe bills and notes
had amounted all together to the fum of 6441/,
45, and 1od. fterling ; and Mr. Lees had de-
livered up to Mr. Rufell, (the lawyer em-
ployed by Mr. Du Calvet at Quebeck,) as
many of them asamounted to about 4000/,
fterling, in the month of O&ober of the for-
mer year, 177¢0, when Mr. Ruflell put into
his hands Mr. Du Calvet’s new bill of ex-

<hange for 1061/ 35. and 21d. in favour of
Mr. Rybot,

There remained therefore a further quan-
tity of thofe other bills of exchange and pro-
miflory notes of Mr. Du Calvet, to the
amount of about 2441/. which were to be
delivered up to him in September, 1781, upen
his making the fecond and laft payment of
1001/, 3r. and 24/, in purfuance of the
agreement of Decembeér the 6th, 1779. But
“thefe bills and notes Mr. Lees had not pro-
cured from Mr. Rybot, notwithftanding al-
moft two years had elapfed from the time of
the faid agreement. And therefore, when he
applied to Mr. Du Calvet in his confinement
at the Recollet convent in the beginning of the
month of October, 1781, for this fecond
payment, Mr, Du Calvet refufed to make it,
till thefe bills and notes were delivered up.
And, left Mr, Lees fhould take advantage of

o i R this



£ 588

this refufal to fue out execution in the Court
of Appeals, or Council of the province, againit
him for this remaining fum of 1061/ 3s. and
21d. fteriing, Mr. Du Calvet directed Mr.
Ruffell, his Lawyer, to prefenta petition to
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the Court, ““in which all the preceeding fteps

in the courfe of the ation were recapitu-
lated, ard particularly the agreement made
between the parties on the 6th of Decem-
ber, 1779, and the verbal promife made
by Mr. Lees at the time of the faid agree-
ment, in the hearing of Mr. L’Evelque,.
Mr. Collins, and Mr. Cugnet, that he
would deliver-up to Mr. Du Calvet his old
bills of exchange and promifiory notes to
Mr. Rybot, in the {pace of a few days;
and, laftly, ftating the refufal of Mr. Lees
to fulfil this promife with refpect to fo
many of thefe bills and notes as amounted
to about 2441/, and that this refufal was
the ground of Mr. IPu Calvet’s declinin

the payment of theremaining fum of 1061/,
3s. and 24d. which was to have bzen paid,
according to the faid agreement, in the
courfe of September, 1781, and decla-
ring that he, or his friends, were ready
and willing to make this latter payment as
foon as Mr. Lees would deliver up to him
the faid bills and notes according to his
promife : and, thereupen, praying, that
the Court would not permit Mr. Lees to
take out ciecution againft him for the

 faid
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faid remaining fum 1061/. 35. -and 2id.
¢ fterling, till Mr. Lees fhould firft have
« delivered up to him the faid remaining bills
“ and notes to the amount of about 2441/
«« and Mr. Du Calvet thould, neverthelefs,
¢ have refufed to make him the faid fecond
“ payment of 1061/ 35, and 244. according
“ to the aforefaid agreement,”

£

-~

This petition was prefented to the Court
of Apveals, or Council of the province, in
the beginning, or middle, of the month of
October, * 1781, - while Mr., Cramahé, the
Licutenant-Governour, (who left the pro-
vince on his return to England in the latter

art of the fame month of O&ober, 1781,)
continued to prefide in it.  And the truth and
reafonablenefs of what was alledged in it
feemed (as Mr. Du Calvet has been infor-
med) to make a confiderable impreflion on
the minds of many‘of the Counfellors. And
Mr. Cramahé, in particular, exprefled his
{furprize at hearing that Mr. Lees had not yet
delivered up thofe old bills and notes, in a
very {trong manner. ‘“What! {aid he, are
““ not thofe bills and notes delivered up yet?
#¢ Well; from this moment I will have no
 hand ‘in any proceeding in this bufinefs
““ aganft Mr, Du 'Calvet. And I am glad
“ that my voyage to England will prevent
my being folicited t90 meddle any further
¢ in'ip”

€c

Accor-
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Accordingly nothing was done by the Court
againft Mr. Du Calvet while Mr. Cramahé
continued in the province. Buton the 25th
of the faid month of O&ober, 1781, both
Mr. Cramahe and Mr. Lees quitted the pro-
vince, and fet fail for England, where they
‘afterwards arrived. And Mr. Lees left the
management of his affairs in Canada to a Mr,
Davifon, who was his partner. This Mr.
Davifon was a very particular friend of Mr.
Mabane, the Judge of the Common-Pleas at
Guebeck ; fo much fo, that he lodged at Mr.
Mabane’s houfe, inftead of living with his
partner, Mr. Lees. And by his behaviour
to Mr. Du Calveta few months after the de-
parture of Mr. Lees from the province, it
thould feem that he had imbibed fome of Mr.
Mabane’s rancour againft Mr. Du Calvet, or,
at leaft, he became theinftrument of gratifying
1t. For, notwithftanding the aforefaid peti-
tion of Mr. Du Calvet to the Court of Ap-
peals, (which feemed, at the time of prefent-
ing it, to have made fuch an imprefiion in
his favour,) Mr. Davifon, in the beginning of
the following month of January, 1782, made
an application to the Court, as Mr. Rybot’s
agent, or reprefentative, to grant him an ex-
ccution againft Mr. Du Calvet’s goods and
lands for the fum of 1061/ 3s.and 21d. fler-
ling, which yet remained to be pajd by Mr.
Du Calvet. Upon this application, the
Court made an order that Mr. Du Calvet
thould
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fhould be fummoned to attend the Court on
‘Tuefday the 8th of January, 1782, and fthew
caufe why execution fhould not be granted
againft him for the fum of 1061/ 3s. and 23d.
fterling, which he ought to have paid in the
preceedmoi month of September, 1781.

This order was ferved upon Mr. Du Calvet
in his confinement in the convent of Recollet
Monks on Thurfday, the 3d of Januiry,
1782, by Mr. Prentics, the Provofi-Martial
of the army, by whom Mr. Du Calvet had

een conduéted in December, 1780, from the
military prifon at Quebeck, to the faid con-
vent of Recollets, and under whofe care
and fuper-intendance all the perfons that
were confined by military authority in any
place within the town of Quebeck, as well as
in the military prifon, of which he was the
keeper, were placed by the Governonr. And
on the Sunda 7 following, the 6th of January;
1782, he was ferved by the fame perfon witha
fecond order of the like r‘arport direéting him
to app\.ai in Court for the purpole aforefaid
on the very next day, Monday, the 7th of
January, inflead of Tuefday, the §th of Ja-
nuary.

The reafon of this change of the day of his
appearance, (which feems to have been a very
ftrange and 1rregular proceeding,) Mr. Du

ulVCt 18 "not acquamted with, However,
when
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when he was thus informed that the Council
required him to appear before them, he told
Mr. Prenties that he would go thither, weak
and 1ll as he was, and would endecavour to
convince the Council of the injuitice of grant-
ing Mr. Davifon the execution he defired.
But he was greatly furprized when Mr. Pren-
ties told himr, ¢ that, notwithftanding thofe
“ two fummonfes, he could not permit him
““ to go out of his place of imprifonment,
¢ having received no orders for that pur-
¢ pofe.” He thereupon wrote 2 note to
his lawyer, Mr. Ruflell, to defire him to ap-
pear for him before the Court of Appealson
the next day, Monday, the 7th of January,
1782, and fhew caufe for him againft Mr.
Davifon’s application : which Mr. Rufiell ac-
cordingly did; but without fuccefs. For
the Court, with General Haldimand at it’s
head, granted the writ of exeeution which
Mr. Davifon applied for, notwithftanding
every thing that Mr. Ruflell could urge to the
contrary.

This did not, however, pafs unanimoutly s
for Mr. L’Evefque, (who has been fo often
mentioned in this narrative,) declared, ‘¢ that
¢ he thought it a very hard and unjult
¢¢ proceeding, as Mr, Lees had not yet deli-
¢« vered up the old bills of exchange and pro-
¢ miflfory notes to Mr. Du Calvet, accor~
“ ding to his promife, and therefore that he

: “ would
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would not join in it;” and fome otheg
members of the Council intimated a difap+
probation of it, but did not venture to ex-
prefs it plainly: and even General Haldi-
mand {eemed at firlt to be ftaggered by fome
of the reafons alledged in Mr. Du Calvet’s
favour by Mr. Ruflell; but, upon Mr. Ma-
- bane’s exprefling himfelf ftrongly for grant=
ing Mr. Davifon’s requeft, and awarding the
writ of execution, General Haldimand com-
plied with his advice, and the reft of the
Council joined with them, excepting only
Mr. L’ Evelque, who, when he found that he
could not prevent it, quitted his feat at the
Council-table, that he might not have any
concern in it.

E 11

And here it will be proper to obferve, that
this was the only inftance of General Haldi-
mand’s fitting in the Legiflative Council, as a
Court of Appeals, from the 2sth of O&ober,
1781, when Mr. Cramahé, the Licutenant= -
Governour, (who had been ufed to prefide in
that Court,) quitted the province to go to En-~
gland, to the end of the month of June,
1782, when Captain Henry Hamilton, (whe
wds appointed Lieutenant-Governour of the

province in the room of Mr. Cramahé,) arri-
ved in it.

In this interval of time there were fevera}
appeals from the Courts of Common-Pleas at
B b Quebeck
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Quebeck and Montreal, (befides the aforefaid
bufinefs of Mr. Du Calvet,) that continued in
a ftate of fufpence, and were waiting for a de-
cifion : but no Court of Appeals was held to
decide them, on account of the abfence of the
Lieutenant-Governour ; it being either or-
dained by the Provincial ordinances (that
eftablithed the Courts of Juftiee in the pro-
vince, after the complete and fudden over-
turning of all the old jurifditions in it by the
Quebeck act in 1775,) or being, at leaft,
fuppofed to be the Conftitution of the Legi-
flative Council, when “afling as a Court of
Appeal, that it could not fit, without the pre-
fence of either the Governour, or the Lieute-
nant-Governour, or the Chief juflice of the
province, to prefide ever it.

The Chief Juftice of the province, Mr.
Livius, has been in England or Ireland (to
thegreat mortification of the inhabitants of the
provinceof Quebeck, wholonged forhisreturn,
and for the prote@ion which they hoped his pre~
fence would have afforded totheir liberties) ever
fince General Haldimand’s appointment to the
Government of the province. And, while
Mr. Cramahé, the Lieutenant-Governour,
continued in the province, that is, till O&o-
ber the 25th, 1781, General Haldimand de-
volved upon him this duty of prefiding over
the Council of the province in their judiciak
character of a Court of Appeals; and after=

. ' wards,
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wards, upon the arrival of Captain Hamilton:
in the province, as fucceflor to Mr. Cramahé
in the faid office of Lieutenant-Governour,,
(which happened in June, 172,) he inlike
manner deyolvtd the {ame duty upon him.
And in, the interval between the, departure
of Mr. Cramahé, and the arrival of Captain
Hamilton, no Courts of Appeal were held at
all, exceptin the fingle cafe above mentioned
of Mr. Rybot’s action againft Mr. Du Calvet,
and for the purpofe of granting the above-
mentioned Mr. Davifon, (the partner of Mr.
Lees, and agent of Mr. Rybot,) a writ of
execution to authorize him to raife the faid
fum of 1061/ 35. and 21d. flerling, by the
feizareand fale of Mr. Du Calvet’s goods and
lands: though at the fame time there were
many other appeals lodged in the Court,
which were waiting for a decmon

ehic wait of, cucention accordingly iffued to
Mr. Gray, the Sheriff of the difiriét of Mon--
treal, in which Mr. Du Calvet’s goods and
lands lay ; and it was figned by General Hal-
dimand, as Prefident of the Court. But, as
theordinances of the province dire&, that no
lands fhall be fold by writs of execution for
the payment of debts till after the expiration
of four months from the time of their being
put up to {ale by a publick advertifement, Mr.
Du Calvet had time to apply to his friends to
aflift him to raife the money and pay it to Mr.
Bb2 Davifon,
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Davifon before fuch fale of his lands could take’
effect. And here his good friend Mr. L’Evef-
que came again to his affiftance, and, with
the help of joo/. Hallifax currency, or 450/
fterling, which Mr. Du Chefnay, the Seig-
nior of Beauport near Quebeck, freely oftered
to lend Mr. Du’Calvet -on this occafion, and
which Mr. Du Calvet accepted, paid Mr,
Davifon the whole fum of 1061/, 35. and 2%4.
that was awarded to him. : -

This Mr. Du Chefnay is one of the moft’
refpectable gentlemen in the province of Que-
beck, both i point of fortune and charaéler,’
being pofiefled, notonlyof the valuable feig-
niory of Beauport, at the diftance of four
miles from Quebeck, but of other confider-
able landed property in different pasts of
the province, and likewife of a confiderable
perfonal eftate. But he had no acquaintance
at that time with Mr. Du Calvet.’ His offer,
therefore, of affifting him on this occafion was
the mere effe@ of his compaffion for his
fituation, and his indignation at the cruel and
unmerited treatment he had met with. He faw
that his liberty had been long ago taken from
him withoutany known, or probable, caufe, and
that his health had been greatly impaired by
the length and unnecefiary hardfhip of his im-
prifonment ; and he now perceived that his
énemies were likely to bring about the ruin of
his fortune alfo, by caufing his effe@s and

lands
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Tands to be fold by Auion, by virtae of
a 'writ of execution, at a time when it was
not likely they would go for half their
value. He offered, therefore, to affift in
protecting his fortune againft his enemies,
though he could not afford any protection
to his perfon againft the unjuft imprifon-
ment he was fuffering under the violence
of an aflumed military authority that was
warranted neither by the laws of England
nor thofe of the province. His offer was
made in a letter to Mr. Du Calvet, dated
on the 8th of February, 1782, about a
month after the writ of execution had been

awarded againft him, which was as fol»
lows.

A Menfiewr Du Calvet, Ecuyer, a

‘%gééec.

A Beauport,

ce 8 Fevrier, 1782,
Monfieur,

Monfieur Pariet, Juge, m’a dit que les per-
Jonnes qui avoient fait [aifir wos biens, pro-
Sitant de wos malbeurs, vous traitoient avec
beancoup de dureté 5 — Que Monfienr L’ Evefque
leur avoit propofé fix cents livres comptant,
52ls voulvient wous attendre pour le refle @

ce
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ce pr znfemps ce qu'ils wavoient pas vouln
accepler quw @' des termes trés extra-ordie
?3{5[“‘ CS.

Monfienr,. quoique je n’ai pas Phonneur de
vous connoitre particulicrement, vbtre naiflance
et votre fituation me fuffifent pour défirer de
Qous rendre [ervice.  ‘fe wvous offre en con-.
SPquencey pour le temps que vous voudrez, les
cing cents livres qui vous manquent, et p/m,.
sl wous le faut, avec le feul intérét; me
Jlatiant que wvous- me me refuferez pas les
Jretes convenables : witre délicateffe m’ eff
qujfi - trop comnue pour uéire pas affuré que
vous e les, donnerez.,

Si cela peut vous faciliter, je wous prie
de wm’en donner avis étant déterminé & ar-
viter ma [fpéculation de bled pour wvous etre

utile s ce que je vous prie de wmettre a
Fépreuve,

Fai Pbonncur d'étre, avec autant de con=
f aération que d z_’/i’zme

Monﬁeur,
Vitre tres bumble,
et trés obéiffant ferviteur,

Fuckereau Du Chefnay,
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By this generous offer of Mr."Du Chef-
nay, and the friendly affiftance of Mr.
L’Evefque, Mr. Du Calvet difcharged the
remaining fum of 1061l. 3s. 21d. that was
due to Mr. Rybot, according to the agrec-
ment of the 6th of December, 1779, and
avoided the neceflity of having his lands
in the diftri® of Montreal feized and fold
by public au&ion, and for a fmall part of
their value, by virtue of the faid writ of
execution. But he has not, to this hour,
had the remainder of his old bills of ex-
change and promiffory notes to Mr. Rybot,
(which amounted to about 2441/ fterling)
delivered up to him, as Mr. Lees had pro-
mifed him he thould have in the courfe of
a few days after figning that agreement.

And, though the injury his fortune had
received by the proceedings of the courts of
juftice in the province, (that is, of the Court
of Common-Pleas at Montreal, and the
Court of Appeals, or Council of the pro-
vince,) which have been aboverelated, was
not guite fo great as it would have been if
the friendfhip of Mr. L’Evefque, and  the
generofity of Mr. Du Chefnay had not inter-
vened to prevent the fale of his landed pro-
perty by means of the faid writ of execu-
tion, it yet has been greater than will rea-
dily be conceived.  For at the time of his
being arrcfted by Captain Laws in Septem-
s ber,
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ber, 1780, he had goods and merchandizes
in his warehoufes at Montreal to the value
of more than 6400/. fterling, according to

the prices they might then have been fold
for; namely,

1ft. 1200 minots, or French bufhels, of
falt, which were at that time worth 12s. and
6d. Halifax currency, per minot, which
makes the fum of 750l Halifax currency,
or 675/ fterling.

2dy, 1628 minots, or French buthels, -
of flour, which at that time might have
been fold for half a guinea per minot,
making the fum of 814 guineas, or 854/
14s. fterling.

And 3%, Other goods and merchandizes
alfo at that time in his warehoufes at Mon-~
treal, of the value of 5525/ Halifax cur-
rency, or 4972/ 1os. fterling ; which, ad-
ded to the two former fums of 675/ and
854/, 14s. fterling, makes the fum of 6402/
4s. fterling.

Thefe goods were, upon his being ar-
refted and imprifoned in September, 1780;
in the manner above-related, partly ftolen
and plundered, for want of his prefence to
take care of them ; (none of hisfriendsdaring
at thas time to exert themiclves even in the

- defence
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defenfe of his property, for fear of becoming
obnoxious to the refentment of the Govern=-
ment, and being imprifoned themfelves in
the fame manner as he had been, upon
fome fufpicion, or pretence of a fufpicion,
of favouring the revolted Americans. So
great was the terrour that was then fpread
throughout the province by the arbitrary and
violent proceedings of the Governour; as
will appear prefently from fome letters, or
extracts of letters, written at this time by
men of the moft refpectable charadter in the
province.

And the other part of thefe goods and
merchandizes, which were not fo plundered,
funk afterwards very much in their value
by the importation of great quantities of the
like goods into the province, and other fuch
cafual events, and were fold from time to
time, by publick auction, by his friend Mr.
Du Mas Saint Martin, of Montreal, and
Mr. L’Evefque above-mentioned, by Mr.
Du Calvet’s direction, for his ufe during
his imprifonment, and to enable him to
make the firft payment above-mentioned of
1061/, 35, 21d. fterling, to Mr. Lees in Oc-
tober, 1780, and to pay Mr. L'Evefque
fome part of what he had advanced for Mr.
Du Calvet towards paying the fecond fum of
1061l 35, 24d. fterling, which was paid
to Mr. Davifon, (the partner of Mr. Lees,)

b Ce ' in
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in the fpring of the year 1782. And the
whole fum arifing from the fale of all thefe
goods (after the aforefaid plunder of a part
of ‘them) amounted to only 2000/. Halifax
currency, or 1300/, fterling; though, (as
has been already obferved) the value of them
in' September, 1780, - (before any part of
them had been ftolen) was above 6400l.
fterling.  So that Mr. Du Calvet’s imprifon-
ment occafioned - him to lofe upon thefe
goods no lefs a fum than 3600/, fteriing.

It has been obferved that, when Mr. Du
Calvet was arrefted by Captain Laws in
September, 1780, bhis warehoufes were plun-
dered of a confiderable part of the merchan-
dizes then contained.  This was in part
owing to a {udden and wviolent ilinefs with
which Mrs. La Prife, his houfe-keeper, (whao
had ‘the care of them,) was feized a few
days after the faid arreft, and which con-
tinued feveral months.

During this time his fervants were under
no controul, and did what they pleafed in
the houfe, and were encouraged by the fer-
vants of other perfons in the town of Mon-
treal to be indifferent about the. prefervation:
of their mafter’s property, becaufe, as thofe
fervants aflured them, and as was ftrongly
reported at ghat time by Mr. Du Calvet’s
enemies at [Montreal, there. was no proba-

bility
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bility that Mr. -Du Calvet -would ever be
permitted to be out of prifan again and to.
take pofleflion of his houfe. '

The damage which Mr. Du Calvet’s houfe
and goods vifibly fuffered in the courfe of
the two or three firft months of his impri-
{fonment, excited the indignation and coms
paflion of many of the inhabitants of Mon-
treal ; and fome of them, who had occafion
to go to Quebeck about that time, men-
tioned the matter, with proper expretfions
of furprize and forrow, to their friends at
Quebeck, and more particularly to Mr. Du
Calvet's good friend above-mentioned, Mr.
L’Evefque, of Quebeck.

Mr. L’Evefque, upon this news, imme-
diately wrote to Mr. Du Mas Saint Martin,
of Montreal, (Mr. Du Calvet’s beft friend
there, and who was god-father to his only
child) to defire him to interpofe for the
prefervation of Mr. Du Calvet’s houfe and
property in the beft manner he could, and
as {peedily as pofiible.

Mr. Du Mas had hitherto been afraid to
take the'leaft ftep in this bufinefs, and had
“never once fet his foot in Mr. Du Calvet’s
houfe fince his imprifonment, ‘nor even
ventured to pay a vifit to his friend Mr.
Jourdain of Montreal, who lived near Mr.

e 2 Du
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Du Calvet in that town, for fear of being
reprefented in 2 bad light to the Governour
by the rn?fchl..f—making fpies and informers
that abounded in the province, and of being
treated himfelf in the fame manner as Mr.
Du Calvet. And, when he received this
letter from Mr. L’Evefque exhorting him
to undertake this friendly office of fuperin-
tending Mr. Du Calvet’s property, he did not
dare to engage in it without firft obtaining
General Haldimand’s exprefs permiffion fo
to do. He therefore immediately wrote the
two following letters, the one to Mr.
L’Evefque, and the other to General Haldi-
mand, which he inclofed in the former and
left unfealed for Mr. L’Evefque’s perufal
and opinion ; defiring Mr. L’Evefque, in
cafe he approved of the letter, and not
otherwife, to feal it, and dire® it, and pre-
{ent it to General Haldimand. The Letter
to Mr. L'Evefque was as follows:

A Monfienr L’ Evefgue a S’{zééec.

Montreal,
le 27 Decemore, 1780.
Monficur,

Monfieur Du Calvet dm‘ étre toijours per-
Juadé que je fuis fon ami. 8l en a douté,
et
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ef s'tl en deute encore, 1l ne me rend cer-
tainement pas juflice.  Les circafﬁances du
temps n'ont rien diminué de mon amitié pour
lui : elles n'ont fait feulement que nous eliignci,
Jans nous deéfunir.

Jai penfé plus dune fois a ﬁz friffe f (it tt=
ation; et je wvous dirai que j'ai mis plus
d'une jfois la ﬁmm 2 la plume pour faire
une applzcm‘zm a /on Excellence, et lui expofer
le mauvais état cu je crois que les aqffarres
de notre ami font depuis [a détention. Mais
Jai toz{jaur.r craint qu’ une pareille démarche,
quorque ¢res Jufle dans fon principe, n’attachir
Sur moi les yeux des délateurs et de ceux qui
trouvent du crime méme dans les metlleures
allions, Nous n’aimons pant qu'on nous épie,
et encore moins @ y donner le moindre fujet.

La maniére avec laquelle vous me parlez,
m' enbardit au paz’m‘ que j'ai fqit une mau-
vaife lettre pour fon Excellence. fe lappelle
mauvaife par ﬁz diction : car dailleurs je
crois le metif trés loiable. Vous en ferez le
porteur, fi wous lapprouvez. La maniére
dout elle fera regue, levera touts les obflacles,
cu les /azjera Jubfifier.  S'ils font le'ves pour
lors wous me verrez rendre réellement a Mon-
Sieur Du Calvet touts les fervices qu’tl doit
attendre de mon inclination a lobliger. e
conriots le terrain : il faut Papplanir avant
que jagiffe. Si javois le plaifir d'éire avee

VoS
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Wous W MOment, je Crois que je vous ﬁmz’
convcnir que ma démarche eff tout-a-fait g
fa piace. Argus avoit cent yeux, ef nos-
enmemis oni ziille.

Adieu, ;szgucz witre véponfe, que _; ‘atten-
drai avec zmpgfzmce, et fuis, &e.

Du Mzs Saint Martin., |

- P.S. Fuites, je wous pric, mes fincéres com-
pliments a nitre ami. Si vous jugez &
propes de remetire, ou Jaire remettre,
ma lettre @ fon Excellence, <vous aurez

la compfmﬁmce d’y faire mettre Iadreffe,
&e.

'The letter to General Haldimand, which
was inclofed in the foregoing letter to Mr,
Du Mas Saint Martin, was as follows.

A fon Excellence, le Géneral Haldi-
mand, Gouverneur en Chef de la
j)mvmce de Québec, &e.

: Du 7 Décembre, 1780,
Menfieur,

Un de mes amis, bomme dune probité re-
counue, mengage @ prendre connoiflance des
affaires
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affairés de Nonfieur Du Calvet, conjoinfement
avec lui. Tout ce qui regarde les malbeureux
affecte I’bumanité, fai une ratfon bien lé-
gitime pour empécher, autant qu'il peut dé-
pendre de moi, la degradeztzarz et dépériffe=
ment des biens de ce Monfieur. En tenant
Jom fils fur les fonts de baptéme, je con-.
trattai 1 5’zgaz‘zan de lui [ervie de Pére, fi
Jamais il en étoit privé. Ef, malgré cette
Jolemnelle obligation, je n'at rien Jait pour
lui ;5 et je me déclare ouvertement, que je ne
Seras rien [ans | approbm‘zwz de vitre Excel-
Jence. Si elle s Juge a propos de m’ honorer d'une
réponfe, elle doit étre perfuadée que je nme ferai
que ce gu’ elle me prefirira,

Fai bonneur d’étre, &,

Du Mas. Saint Martz'fi_.,

This letter was delivered to General Hal-
dimard by Mr. L’Evefque : and it produced
a good effect. For, though the General did
not condefcend to anfwer it, he gave direc~
tions to Mr Cramahé, the Lieutenant-Go-
vernour, to tell Mr. L’Evelque that he
might informy Mr. Du Mas Saint Martin,
¢ that the Governour confented to his un-
¢ dertaking the care of Mr. Du Calvet’s
<« property at Montreal.” And Mr. Cra-
mahe did, accardingly, give Mr, L’Evefque

.t this
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this intimation by writing to him the fol-
lowing letter.

A Monfrenr L’ Evefgue, a la Ba/fe
'- i Ville.
A Québec,
le Y1 Décembre, 1780,
une beure aprés mids.

Monfieur,

Monfieur le Général m’a fait écrire dans
le moment par ‘le Capitaine Mathews, Jon
Secrétaire, qu'il n'avoit point d’objetion, mais
plitit foubaitoit, que Monfienr Du Mus Saint
Martin fe chargedt des gffaires de Monfieur

Du Calvet, et a défiré que je wous le S
Jeavoir 5 dont je m'acquitte par la préfente.

Fai Phonneur d'étre, avec beaucoup &'eftime
et de confidération,

Monfieur,
Vitre trés bumble,

et trés obéiffant Serviteur,

H, T, Cramalé,
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_ After the permiffion fo given by General
Haldimand, Mr. Du Mas Saint Martin went
to Mr. Du Calvet’s houfe at Montreal, to
examine the ftate of 1it, in the beomnmg
of January, 1781; and he found every
thing in great diforder and confufion, and
great part of the furniture of it miffing,
and Mr. Du . Calvet’s only child, a2 boy of
about fix years old, in a mof’c ragged con-
dition, without fhoes or linnen, and in a
weak ftate of health, arifing fromn the “hard-
fhips he had undergone by being deprived
of the accommodatmns and conveniences
which he had been ufed to while his father
had been in the houfe.

Mr. Du Mas ordered the child to be pro-
perly clothed and fed under the direction of
Mrs. La Prife, Mr. Du Calvet’s houfe-keeper,
and a few months after took him away from
the houfe, and put him under the care of
Medame Du Mouchel, of Montreal, a worthy
and charitable lady of Mr. Du Calvet’s ac-
quaintance ; and the child continued with
" her, and was properly attended to, during
the whole remdinder of Mr. Du Calvet’s
imprifonment, or till the 2d of May;

1783.

And, to prevent further depredations on
the furniture, and goods of every kind, -con-
tained 1n the houfe, Mr. Du Mas, fome

Dd months
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months afterwards, that is, about March,
1781, difmiffed all the fervants, and had the
houfe fhut up and faftened in the firongeft
manner pofhible. But this care was not fuf-
ficient to proteét it from further injuries:
for it was more than once broke open in the
night, notwithftanding the firength of it’s
faftenings, (the doors and outfide fhutters
being of iron) and robbed of fome of the
goods contained in it. And no profecution
or difcovery was ever made, or attempted to
be made, by the magiftrates, of the perfons:
who had been guilty of thefe rcbberies.

. When Mr. Du Calvet returned to his
houfe in May, 1783, he found that, out of
ten heds that he had left in it compleatly
furpithed, when he had been laft there, in
September, 1780, there was hardly bedding
enough left to fit up a bed for himfelf to
lie in, and not a fingle® theet fit for ufe, nor
a fingle napkin, or handkerchief, or towell,
or {hirt, (out of more than thirty dozen he
bad left there) or pair of ftockings fit to
wear, or tea-cup, or coffee-cup, fit to ufe.
~In fhort, he had, when he left the houfe in
- September, 1780, a flock of houthold-fur-
niture of every kind, linnen, and cloaths;
that was worth at leaft 1500/ Halifax cur-
rency, or 1350/l fterling ; and, when he
returned to it in May, 1783, he found this
{ftock fo far reduced as to be werth only 150/

Hali~
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Halifax currency, or 133 ¢/ fterling : fo that
his lofs in this article of houfhold furniture,
linnen, and cloaths, (W’hl(,h 1s quite -diftinct
from the former lofs in the goods and mer-
chandizes intended for fale, which have been
above mentioned,) amounts to about 1215/
fterling. Of thefe lofles, though not of
the precife amount of them, the following
certificate (which Mr. Du Calvet procured
from feveral of his neighbours at Montreal)
will afford an ample proof.

Neus, fous-fignés, déclarons par ces preéfentes
a touts ceux qu'il appartiendra, qu’avant la
.dez‘entzan,_ ou emprifonnement, de ﬂf(mf" cur
Pierre Du Calvet, Ecuyer, négotiant a Mon-

’ . Qiid . y A \
tréal, province de Québec, fa maifon etoit {res
bien garmie en meubles, bardes a fon ufage et
a fa famille, linge, lits garnis, batterie de cui-
fine, et de tout ce qui eft gér cralmzwzz‘ néccffaire
“dans une ménage. Ce gui, eflimé a une jufle
valeur, formeroit une Jomnie confiderable.

Qu  auffitit fcz détention, plus des trois
quarts de ces mémes effets ont difparu, f(ms
pouvoir en avoir aucune connoiffance. Ce qui
eft unme augmentation aux pertes immenfes que
Ja ditte détention lui a occafionées,

Dd2 A
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A Montréal, le 4 Suillet, 1783,

Signé, Du Mas Saint Martin,
' Cavilbe,
F. Walker,
Gamelin,
Larthigue,
Loiiis Boullay,
Samuel Roup,
Facques Viger,
Sofeph Papineau,
Loiits Viger.

While the furniture, ard other wvaluable
contents, of Mr. Du Calvet’s houfe were thus
plundered and wafted during his “imprifon-
ment, and in confequence of it, his houfe
itfelf, (which was a very valuable one, that he
had himfelf built at the expence of not lefs
than 4500/, fterling) was every day lofing of
its value, partly from the injury it received
by the attempts that were made upon it, and
partly from the want of the neceflary repairs
which it would have received at the proper
times if Mr. Du Calvet had been living in
it. The damages arifing to Mr. Du Calvet
from thefe caufes have been eftimated by
fkilful workmen (whom Mr. Du Calvet em-
ployed to examine and furvey the houfe in
July, 1783, after his enlargement frcm prifon)
ot the fum of 10905 French livres, or about

500/,
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500/, I"erlmg The certificate they have given
him upon this fubjet is as foliows.

L'an mille, fept cents, guafre-wﬁgts tros,
le quatorze Juillet, avant midi; a la réqui-
Sfition de Monfieur Pierre Du Laﬁvez‘ Ecuyer,

Nous,  fous-fignés, Antoine Fanfon, La
Palme, et Fean Bapiifte Cerate, Entre-pre-
neurs de Magorne ;

Picrre Rofa ef Amable Perrot, Maitres
Charpentiers

- Raimond Fabre et Pierre Marin, Maitres
Menuifiers ;

Touts de la wille et faux-bourgs de Mon-
tréal, y demeurant

Certifions a touts qu'il appartiendra,  pour
étre tranfportés au domictle de Monfieur Du
Calvet, fis en cette ville, prés la chapelle Nitre
Dame de bon Secours, pour y comnoftre des
dégats, dcrangements, dommages, ou, plitot,
ruine, faits en ftouts f[es bdtiments duram‘ le
long (ﬁacc’ de temps que le dit Szeur Du

Calvet a été détenu prifonnier &état a Qué-
bec, |

s Aprés
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Aprés un mir examen, la vifite exacte de
fouts les départements de chaque bitiment, du
fond au comble :

Nous difons, au micux de nitre connoiffance,
et fuivant, chacun, nos lumieres:

Premiérement, Que le dégat faif 2
la’ magonme, faute de réparation en
Jaifon convenable, doit étre eflimé 2
la fomme de quatre mille, cing cents,
livres, ou. fhelins anciens, effimation Livres
du cours d&’'a prefent, — ~—— 4500

Secondement, Pour ce qui e/t des
charpentes, platfonds, [oliveaux, et cou-
Vertures en bardeaux; le tout aciuelle-
ment écroulé : la fourniture des cloux
comprife : nous eflimons ce dommage &
guatre mille, fix cents livres, ou fhelins, 4600

Troificmement, enfini, pour ce qui con-
cerne la menuiferie, les couvertures
Jaites en planches et madriers em-
bouffetés, les planchers, et autres répa-
rations de menuiferie : Nous en évalu-
ons le dommage @ la fomme de dix-buit

cents, cing livres, ou fhelins, — 180%
Dommage géréral 10905

Ce
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Ce que mous, fous-fignés, certifions, en nds

ames et confciences, véritable, ‘
»

En for de quoi nous avons domné ces pré-
fentes pour fervir et wvaloir ce que de raifin;
et les avons fignées @ Montréal les jour et an
Jufaits, @& Dexception du dit Amable Perrot
et du dit Pierre Rofa, qui ont fait leurs
marques ordinaires, déclarant ne [cavoir figner,
réquifition ¢t leSture faite, '

Antoine Fanfm,

La Palme,

Baptifie Cerate,
Q<

CaZ
Pierre + Rofa,
Margue.
Sa

Amable =~ Perrof,

Marque.

- Raimond Fabre,
Pierre Marin.

But, toreturn from thefe damages, arifing
to Mr. Du Calvet’s property from his long
imprifonment, to the imprifonment itfelf,
Mr. Du Calvet, finding that all his applica~
tions to General Haldimand for relief from
Ais unhappy fituation, by either bringing him
to a trial ; or permitting him to find fureties
for his good behaviour, with bonds of his
own toany ameunt ; or by taking all his goods

and
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and merchandizes, ard even his landed
efiates, into the pofleflion of the crown, as a
fecurity for his good behaviour, allowing him
only a reafonable part of the ycarly produce
of them for his maintenance; or by permit-
ting him to go England, where it would be
aut of his power to aflilt the revolted Ameri-
cans in any attempt again{t the province of
(@cbeck if he had been inclined to do fo;
or even by fending him to England, as a
prifoner, if his Excellenc fhould fo t‘nak
fit ;—1I fay, finding all tl.efe propofals rejec-
ted, and that there was no appearance of his
being releafed from his imprifonment by the
juftice, or humanity, of General Haldimand,
Mr. Du Calvet refolved to apply for redrefs
to his Majefty’s Minifters of State in England,
by whom (from all that-he had hear’d of the
great regard paid to the prefervation of perfo-
nal hbert] in England both by the laws and
the practice in purfuance of them,) he thought
it was almoft impoffible that his complamts
thould not be attended to.

For this purpofe he difpatched Mr. Lewis
Jufiome, a young man of Montreal, (whote
fifter he had married,) to England in the
month of O&ober, 17381, who arrived there
in the December following, after being fhip-
wrecked on the coaft, and efcaping with dif="
ficulty to land with only four other perfons,
out of about fifty, that were on board the

vellel
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Veflel when it was loft. Mr. Juflome went
immediately to London, and waited on Lord
George Germaine the Secretary of State for
America, (now Lord Vifcount Sackville) to
acquaint him with the treatment which Mr.
Du Calvet had received from General Hal=
dimand, and the endeavours that had beén
ufed by himfelf and his friends to obtain
his liberty ; to wit, by defiring that he might
have a trial for any crime that they fup-
pofed he might have been guilty of;; or, in
cafe that was notJu}iged convenient, by offer-
ing to become bound to his Majefty in any fum
of money for his good and peaceable beha-
viour; or by furrendering up into the hands
of Government his whole property, realas well
as perfonal, to anfwer for his condué during
the remainder of the war, if that fhould be
_]udged neceflary ; or by any other expedient
that Governour Haldimand thould think fi,
that might be the means of procuring him
his libelty, and thereby of preferving his life,
and enabling him to recover, in fome degree;
his broken {tate of health.

Lord George Germaine, when he heard
the ﬁory, expwf"cd his furprize and indigna-
tion at it in the firongelt manner, and fald
that he would mlmedmelv write to Generat
Haldimand upon the {ubj e& and {end him an
order either to fet Mr. Da Calvet at liberty,
or bring him to his trial, as the law directs,
and that he would lllaexwfe procure an order

E e from
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from his Majefty to ‘Mr. Livius, the Chief
Juftice of the province of Quebeck, (who
was then, and is &till, in England,) to fet out
for Quebeck without furtier delay in the fleet
that was to fail for that province in the follow-
ing {pring, 1782.

A few months after this Lord George
Germaine quitted his office of Secretary of
State for America, and was fucceeded in it
by Mr. Wellbore Ellis,© who gave Mr,
Iuﬂ’ome the very fame affurances that had
been given him by Lord George Germaine,
and told him that Mr. Livius, the Chief
Juftice of the province, had actually received
his Majelty’s orders to return to the province
immediately, and that he would receive par-
ticular dire@ions to inquire into the affair of
Mr. Du Calvet, and determine it according
tolaw. And Mr. Juiflome was aflured on the
very fame day by Mr. Livius himfelf, that he
was then preparing himfelf to return to Que-
beck by the fleet that was foon to fail for
that province.

Upon thefe affarances Mr. Juffome hoped,
that his voyage to England onMr. Du Calvet’s
account would anfwer the end for which he had
undertaken it, and that Mr. Du Calvet would
be fet at liberty in the fpace of a few months,
or in the beginning of the fummer 1782.
And in this hope he returned immediately

to
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to Quebeck, where he arrived the laft day of
May, 1782. \

When Mr. Jufiome had quitted the province
in the preceeding month of O&ober, 1781, to
go to England, he had done it openly and
regularly, with a licence, or pafs-port, duly
obtained at the office of the Secretary of the
province, in confequence of having procured
two perfons, 1in the province, to become
his fureties, or bail, to anfwer any debts that
he might owe in the province, according to
the ordinances of the province made in that
behalf. And this licence, or pafs-port, had
been, or, at leaft, ought to have been, regi-
{tered in the records of the Secretary’s office.
There was not therefore any room for cenfure
on his faid departure from the province. Yet
it had given great difguft to General Haldi-
mand, who did not care that any account of
his proceedings in the province fhould find its
way to England. Of this difguft he gavea
proof in a converfation he had with Mr.
L’Evefque, (the member of the Legiflative
Counci(ll,) on the evening of the 23d of Ja-
nuary, 1782, in a publick company at his
own houfe, the Caflle of Saint Lewis at Que-
beck, in which converfation Mr. L’Eveique
had made fome application to him in favour
of Mr. Du Calvet.

Ee 2 The
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The General exprefled himfelf with great
bitternefs in fpeaking of Mr. Du Calvet with
refpet to his law-fuit above-mentioned with
Mr. Rybot, and the writ of execution then
juft iflued againft His goods and lands; and
then added thefe words; ¢ And he has fent
“¢ his brother-in-law to England. What is
“ he to do there? His going there is an of-
¢ fence for which he deferved to be arrefted
““ and put in prifon: and I could, if T had
““ pleafed, have had him arrefed ;” feeming,

by thofe latter words, to be forry that he had
not done {o.

Mr. L’ Evefque replied, < That, no doubt,
his Excellency might, if he had fo pleafed,
have had Mr. Juffome arrefted ;—That
nothing would have been eafier; and that
he was perfuaded that Mr. Juflome would,
of his own accord, have furrendered him-
felf, and gone into any prifon his Excel-
lency thould have appointed for him, upon
the leaft intimation of his Excellency’s
pleafure to that effe@: but that.it was
alfo to be obferved that {as his Excellenc

had not thought fit to {ftop him,) he had
quitted the province in the moft publick
and regular manner, with alicence or pafs-
¢ port, from the office of the Secretary of
“ the province, after giving the fecurities re-
quired by the ordinance made on that fub-
* ject; and that Mr. Du Calvet had fent over
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* by him the papers and documents relating
“ to his law-fuit with Meffieurs Watfon and
¢ Rafhleigh, which was carried by appeal
“ before the King in Council.”

But General Haldimand was not fatisfied
with this account of the purpofe of Mr. Juf-
fome’s voyage to England, but fuppofed, and
with reafon, that one great obje of it muft
be tolay before the King’s Minifters of State
in England the treatment Mr. Du Calvet had
received. And this difguft and refentment
againft _]uf'omf" for undertaking this voyage,
continued till Juflome’s return into the pro-
vince in the latter end of May, 1782. For,
though it 1s never cuf’comary when a perfon

ho has quitted the province with a pafs-port,
returns into it, to require him to produce the
gafs-port by the authority of which he had
gone out of it, (the whole obje&t of the law
which makes a pafs- port neceffary to a depar-
ture from the province, being then fulfilled,
which is only to caufe him to be amenable
tq the laws of the province by himfelf, or
his fureties, fo far as to be liable to pay all
the debts he may owe to other inhabitants of
it,) yet, when Mr. Juflome returned into the
province on the laft day of May, 1782, after
his voyage to England above-mentioned, and
went on the 3d of June to the Caftle of Saint
Lewis, the Governour’s place of refidence, to
pay his refpets to General Haldimand, and
receive
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receive any commands he might have for
Montreal, the General refufed to fee him,
but fent out Monfieur Genevay (a Swifs
gentleman, that is one of his Secretaries,)
to him, with orders to require him to pro-
duce the pafs-port, by the autherity of which
he had gone out of the province. Mr. Juf-
fome (thcugh he did not expeét to be afked
to produce his pafs-port, which, as has been
obferved, was not ufual,) yet was fortunate
- enough to have it about him in his letter-cafe,
and immediately produced it to Mr. Genevay,
who took it and carried it in to General Hal-
dimand, and then came back and returned
it to Mr. Juflome, and faid thefe words to
bim ; “Vous étes heureux d’avoir witre paffe-
s« port;” that is, ‘¢ You are very fortunate to
¢ have been able thus to produce your pafs-
“ port;” intimating, (as Mr. Juflome un-
derftood him) that, if he had not produced
his pafs-port, he would that inftant have been
fent to prifon. |

It is probable that, as it was known that
Mr. Juflome had been fhip-wrecked on the
coaft of England in his paffage thither from
Quebeck, General Haldimand might fuppofe
that he had loft his papers on that melancholy
occafion, and his pafs-port among the reft.
And in truth that accident had happened for
atime; the port-mantecau, in which his pa-
peis were, having fallen into the fea. But

1t
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it was afterwards drawn up by a fitherman in
his net from the bottom of the fea in thallow
water near the fhore, beyond his hopes or ex-=
petations.  And to this very lucky circum-
ftance he owed his efcape from being impri-

foned, upon the occafion above-mentioned on
the 3d of June, 1782.

In the following month of July, 1782, Mr.,
Jufiome prefented the following petition to
General Haldimand in behalf of his unhappy
relation Mr. Du Calvet, defiring for him,
what had fo often been defired before, to
wit, ““that he thould be either brought to
a trial, or fet atliberty, atleaft upon bail, or

permitted to go to England,” and mentioned
the affurances of this kind he had received

from his Majefty’s minifters in England.

Province de Québec.

Réquéte de Louis Fuffome o fon Ex-
cellence le Général Fredéric Hal-
dimand, Gouverneur en ‘C'Zaef de
cette province, &¢. &,

Supplie bumblement Loiiis Fufforme,

Qu'il plaife & witre Excellence permetire 3
lut, fuppliants de wmettre fous fes yeux la fitu-
ation
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ation critique de Pierre Du Calvet, Ecuyery
un des notables citoyens de cetle province.

Lors de Ja détention occafionnée par la ja-
loufie de fes enmemis, et non par des caufes aux,
uelles le dit Sieur Du Calvet aurcit donné
lieu, le prifonnier fit les démarches quil crut
néceflaires pour dbtenir de vitre Excellence fin
dlargiffement fous cautionnement, en lui domnant
communication de la caufe pour laquelle il étoif
conflitué et détenu prifonniers

Toutes ces démarches éfant infructucufes, I
prifonnier fe décida a faire partir lui, repre-
Sentant, pour Londres, pour obtenir un juge-
ment en cette province, ou un clargiffement fous
cautionnement .

La repréfentant, @ [on arrivée @ Londres,
obtint une audience de my Lord Georges Ger-
maine 3 qui, fur le détail que fit le repréfentant
de la caufe de fon wvoyage, marqua une trés
grande furprife du déni de juftice. Sa Seigneurie
dit alors qu’il écriroit @ wvitre Excellence a ce
figet, et que ordre feroit immédiatement donné
a benorable fuge Livius pour partir dans la
Sotte pour cette province.

Monfieur Elks remplaga fa  [eigneurie en
qualité de Secrétaire d Etat. Le repréfentant
eut pluficurs entretions avec Jon bonneur ; qui,
apres Séire anformé de toutes les circonflances

de
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de Pemprifonnement du Siewr Du Calvet, fit la
méme reponfe qu’ avoif fait fa Seigneurie.
Le 16 Mars fon bonneur ré-itéra & lu, re-
prefentant, que le Fuge Livius étoit ordonné
de partir avec lo flotte, et qu'il feroit muni
d'ordre pofitif pour comnoitre de la détention du
Steur Du Calvet. Le méme jour lui, repré-
Jentant, eut 'bonneur de voir Monfieur Livius,
qui lui dit pofitivement qu'il [¢ préparoit @ partir
par la flotte.

Le Repréfentant, [ur d'affurances auffi peu
équivogues, n béfita pas de [¢ rendre em cette
provence, fe flatiant d'avoir rempli Pobjet de fa
miffion au déjir de fon conflituant.

Le changement - de minifiére paroit avoir
aliéré les difpofitions antérieures, puifque le Fuge
Livius n'eff pont en cette province, et quil eff
clair qu'il w'y viendra pas ; puilgi’ en outre il
ne paroit pas que wvitre Excellence ait regu
aucun avis au fujet du Sieur Du Calvet.

1l ne paroit pas non-plus que les actuels Se-
crétaires d'Etat [oient informés de la détention
du dit Siewr Du Calvet. 1l w'eft pas douteux
qu'tls ne pouvoient point deviner ce qui ne leur
a pas éé repréfenié.  Car il e¢f bien affuré
que my Lord Shelowrne (de qui le dit Sieur Du
Calvet a Ibonneur d'étre connu) fi fa feigneurie
avort feu le trifte état o il étoit détenu prifon-
wiery auroit certainement écrit @ fon Excellence

% @
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a fon fujet, ou il auroit fait partir le dit Fuge
Livius.  Car la juftice et Ubumanité de fa
Seigneurie efl des plus connues, ainfi que celle
de Uhonorable Monfienr Fox dans la claffe . des
gens de bien et des perfonnes les plus refpec=
tables de I'¢tat.

Diun fi long retardement le prifonnter fouffre
en [z perfonne par le dérangement total de fa
Janté, occafionné par la perte de fa liberté et
le chagrin de f[eaveir [a famille abandonnée
et dans [a fortune, [es biens éfant en ruires par
fon abfence : Oljets, que le Repréfentant fupplie
Jon Escellence de prendre en confidération. La
perte de la liverté intéreffe humanité entiére ;
celle des biens I équite. '

Diopres le détail cy-deffus le Repréfentant
conclud, tant en fin nom gi'au nom de Pierre
Du Calvet, @ ce gu'il plaife @ vitre Excellence
ordonner, RQue, pourque le prifonnier fufdit puiffe
parvenir @ fe juftificr, la caufe de fa detention
lut fort communiquée par la remife de copie du
waerrant de commiilenent — Qilen conféquence
un jour fera fixé, au quel les chefs de laccufation
et les accufateurs (fi aucuns y a,) feront proe
duits  pardevant les  bonorables  Commifaires
Joifant les fanctions du Fuge en Chef en fon
abfence, pour le procés éfre infiruit en conformité
des Lovs Anglicanes.

Daus
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Dans Ie cas qu'il ne pliit pas & vétre Excel-
lence accorder a lui, repréfentant tant en fon
nom qi’au nom du dit Sieur Pierre Du Calvet,
les conclufions cy-deffus 5 le repréfentant, tant en
Jon nom qu'au nom du dit Sieur Pierre Du Cal-
vet, conclud, a ce qu'il plaife @ vitre Excellence
ordonner I'élargiffement du dit Sieur Du Calvet
Jous tel cautionnement que fon Excellence trouvera
convenable pour le bien du fervice de fa Ma-

et

Et aufi dans le cas vi il ne plairoit &
vitre Excellence accorder une ou aucune des
conclufions prifes cy-deffusy le Repréfentant,
tant en fon nom quau nom du dit Sieur
Pierre Du Calvet, conclud, a ce qu’il plaife
a wvitre Excellence accorder au dit Sicur
Du Calvet fous un cautionnement quelconque,
la liberté de partir pour I’ Angleterre dans
tel batiment qu'il plaira a vitre Excellence,
et méme en qualité de prifonnier, fi vitre
Excellence le juge a propos.

L¢ Repréfentant efpére, qu'il plaira a vitre
Excellence confidérer fes trés bumbles reprea
fentations fous un point de vue favorable. Unr
allié, cher par fon alliance, par [es moeurs,
devient encore plus intéreffant, quand il eft
en proye @ la malice de fes ennemis. Un
étranger regarde dun oceil bumide une auffi
trifle fituation; — un citoyen @ deux doigts de:
Ja perte; — une fortune brillante, dont a

yia peine
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peine on appercoit a préfent quelques deébris g
— une famille errante. Le Repréfentant ne
peut donc  fouffrir ce [pectacle d’un oveil fec,
i rejler dans Uinallion, Il ¢fpére qu'il plaira
@ vitre Excellence, et fupplie qu’'il lui plaife
accorder @ lui, reprefentant, une des concli=
Sions  prifes dans fa trés bumble repréfen-

mtz'm.
De mé’tre Excellence
Le trés bumble,
et trés obeiflant [ervitesr,

Signd, . Leiiis Jufforsme,

A Québec,
le 27 Juillet, 1782

To this petition General Haldimand re-
turned no anfwer, though Mr. Juflome
waited upon him feveral times to know his
Excellency’s pleafure concerning it, and was
as often told by his Secretaries (for he was not
admitted to the General,) that no anfwer
would be given toit. Yet Captain Hamilton,
the new Lieutenant-Governour, and Major-
General Clark, as well as Mr. Alfop (on'e of
the members of the Legiflative Council of
the province,) and many other perfons of note

in
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in the province, to whom Mr. Juffome
{hewed an exalt copy of the faid petition, after
he had prefented it to the Governour, all told
him they thought it a moit reafonable peti-
tion, and that it was hardly poffible for Ge-
neral Haldimand to refufe to adopt one of the
three propofals made in it, of bringing Mr.
Du Calvet to a trial, or fetting him at liberty
upon bail, or fending him a prifoner to Eng-
land. So that this Swifs General (whom his
Majefty had appointed to the very important
civil employment of * Governour of the pro«
vince of Quebeck,) by rejecting thefe propo-
fals, and continuing to keep Mr. Du Calvet
in prifon in the province, carried his ideas of
military authority, and Gevernment by will and
pleafure, inftead of law, beyond even thofe
other gentiemen of the fame profeffion, who
were born fubjects of the Britith Crown.

When Mr. Du Calvet faw that this very
reafonable petition made no impreffion on Ge-
neral Haldimand, and yet was ger:rally ap=-
proved by every other perfon who had feen it,
he refolved once more to have recourfe to his
Majefty’s minifters of ftate in England, and,
for that purpofe, to fend his brother-in-law,
Mr. Juffome, again to England. -

e

* Quaere, Whether the appointment of a foreigner to
this impertant civil office is pot contrary te the following
claule
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M;. Juflome accotdingly prepared to rex

turn thither without delay : but General Hal=
dimand,

claufe of the famous A& of Settlement, 12 and 13 of
WilL, tii. cap. 2. by which the Crown of England was
fettled on the Princefs Sophia; Eleétrefs and Dutchefls
Dowager of Hanover, and the heirs of her body, being
Proteftants ; to wit, ¢ That after the faid limitation [of
¢¢ the crown| fhall takeeffe&, No perfon born out of the
¢¢ kingdoms of England, Scotland, and Ireland, or the
¢ dominions thereunto belonging, (although he be natu-
< ralized or made a denizen) except fuch as are born of
< Englith parents, fhall be capable to be of the Privy
*¢ Council, or 2 member of either houfe of Parliament,
€ or to enjoy any office, or place of trufl, either civil or
¢ military, or to have any grant of lands, tenements, or
¢ hereditaments from the crown, to himfelf, or to any
¢¢ other, or others, in truft for him.”

The Stat. 29 Geo 1ii. cap. 5. for enabling the King
to raife a regiment confifting of four battalions of one
thoufand men each, to ferve in America, (which regiment
was accordingly raifed, and called The Royal American Re=
giment) impowers his Majefty to give commiffions to fo-
reign proteftants, to be officers in that regiment, or to be
engineers in America, but not to be governours of provinces,

or civil officeis of any kind,

If it fhould be faid, that the above claufe in the A&
of Settlement relates only to offices in England and Ire-
land, though the words of the claufe are general, it may
be obfeived, in an{wer to this remark, that, if that had
been underftood to be the cafe in the year 1756, when
the above-mentioned ftatute of 29 Geo. ii. cap. 5. was
pafled, there would have been no occafion to pafs that ak
of parliament to enable the king to give foreign proteftants
commiffions to be officers in that regiment, (which was
to ferve only in America)and to be enginecrs in Americas
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dimand, hearing of his defign, determined
to prevent it, and for that purpofe ordered the
Sccretary of the province to refufe him a li-
cence, or pafs-port. He neverthelefs, by a
miftake, or the for getfulnefs, ofa clerk of the
fecretary’s office, (for which the fecretary re~
ceived a reprimand from General Haldimand,)
did obtain one, and fet fail for England on
the 2¢th of Auguft, 1782; but, in his paf-
fage, was taken prifoncr by the French, and
carried to Nanfes in Britany, from whence he
afterwards, in the fpring of the year, 1783,
(when the preliminaries of peace had been
figned between France and Great-Britain, and
the prifoners on both fides were releafed,)
came over to England, at the end of the month
of April, and made a new application to his
Majefty’s minifters of ftate in favour of Mr,
Du Calvet, Lord North being at that time
Secretary of State for the home-department,
to which the affairs of America belonged.

But in the mean time a gleam of hope of re-
covering his liberty more {peedily induced
Mr. Du Calvet to make an attempt for that
purpofe of a different kind from any he had
hitherto relied on, by applying himfelf to the
Court of King’s Bench in the province for
legal relief by virtue of the Englith writ of
Habeas Corpus.,

It
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It will here be natural to atk, why he did
not take this method of attempting to reco-
ver his liberty in the beginning of his im-

rifonment, inftead of waiting two years be-
fore he had recourfe tp it; or why, if it was
likely to prove ineffe¢tual at the former period,
he fhould hope that it would prove fuccefsful
at the latter. Thefe queftions it will be ne-
ceflary to anfwer ; and the anfwers to them
areas follows.

In the beginning of Mr, Du Calvet’s im-
prifonment many other perfons in the pro-
vince befides himfelf, (he believes not lefs
than fiftcen) were imprifoned in the fame
manner- by the Governour' by arbitrary, or
military, power. One of thefe was Mr.
Charles Hay, of Quebeck, a perfon in trade.
He had been arrefted about half a year before
Mr. Du Calvet, that is, in the {pring of the
year, 1780, and confined in the military pri-
fon at Quebeck, where Mr. Du Calvet was
afterwards confined from November the 14th,
1780, to December the 13th, of the fame
.year. And the occafion of his confinement
was faid to be fome fufpicion, or pretended
fufpicion, of correfponding with the revolted
Americans. '

This Mr. Hay applied in November, 1780,
to the Courtof King’s Bench in the province,
then held before Mr. Adam Mabane, the

Judge
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jud e of the Court of Common-Pleas, at
Qgebeck above-mentioned, . Mr. Thomas
Dunn, a member of the Legiﬂatzve Council,
and Mr. - Jenkins Williams, a lawyer, and
rcolﬁer of the council of the province, who
were jointly appointed Commiflioners for ex-=
ercifing the office of Chief Juftice of the pro-
vince in the abfence of Mr. Livius. But the
Court would hardly liften to the application,
and told Mr. Hay’s lawyer, that the Englith
law of Habeas Corpus was not in force in that
province; and that the court could not grant
any relief to perfons imprifoned by order of
the Governour.

This refufal of the Court of King’s Bench
to protect the fubjeCts of the crown againft
arbitrary imprifonment, together with the
repeated declarations of General Haldimand;
himfelf, and of the perfons moft in his com=
pany and confidence, * that he would not per-
¢ mit any of his prifoners tobe broughtto their
< trials, or fet at liberty, by the orders of the
¢ Courts of Juftice, notwﬂhi’candmg the laws
¢ of England might fo dire&,” ducouraged
Mr. Du Calt et and his friends from applying to

the Court of King’s Bench for his Habeas
Corpus during the greater partof his impri-
fonment, and drove him to the other methods
of feeking relief, which have been above
mentioned.

G g But
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But at laft, in November, 1782, a conver
fition of General Haldimand with a' gentle=’
man of diftinction in the province, was re-
ported to him, which, beth' 1n his own
opinicn and that of his friends;, and of many
other gentlemen in the province, afforded a
reafenable ground to hope that the General
would no longer impede, or be difpleafed
with, any application whith Mr. Da Calvet
might make o the Court of King’s Bench for
relief, and that the Judges of that Court,
knowing this change of inclination in the
Governour, would not now declare that the
Habeas €orpus was not in force in Canaday
though they had done fo two years before i
the cafe of Mir. Charles Hay.

This converfation had happened at the
Governour’s houfe, at Saint Lewis’s Caftle,
on the -1g9th of November, 1782, in confe=
quence of a letter which M. Du Calvet had
juft then written to Mr. Prenties, the Provolt-
Martial of the army, (under whofe care and
fuper-intendance, Mr. Du Calvet, and all
the other prifoners that were detained in prifon
by military authority, were piaced,) to prefs
him to intercede with General Haldimand to
give orders, not that he fhould be fet at liberty,
but ‘that” he fhould be put into another and
more ' convenient and wholefome apartment
in the Recollet’s Convent, than that in which
be had hitherto been kept, and fhould be lefs

= Liable

.
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iable to be plagued and tormented by the in-
fults of father Berré, the Commiffary, or
Superiour, of the faid convent above-men-
- tioned. et

Thisletter Mr. Prenties thewed to General
Haldimand on the 1¢gth of November, Gy bad
and® General Haldimand thewed it to Major
Henry Caldweil, who happened to be at the
Caftle of Saint Lewis, to pay his refpells to
the Governour, foon after Mr. Prenties had
delivered him the letter.

This Major Caldwell is an Trith gentleman
of good family, who has purchafed the large
Seigniory of Point Levy, near Quebeck, on
the oppofite, or fouth, fide of the river Saint
Lawrence, which formerly belonged to Ge-
neral Murray; and he 1s likewife 2 member
of the Legiflative Council of the province.
General Haldimand exprefled upon this occa-
fion an inclination that Mr. Du Calvet.thould
‘be fet at liberty after his long confinement,
and that fome decent method might be fallen
apen to bring it about, without hurting his
{General Haldimand’s) honour.

Major Caldwell, upon hearing the General
exprefs himfelf in this manner, was glad to
feize an opportunity, as he thought, of ena-
bling Mr. Du Calvet to procure his liberty.
"For (though he had no acquaintance with

G g2 Mr.,


http://refped.cs

[ 236 ]

Mr. Du Calvet,) he pitied his unhappy fitua-
tion, and thought the treatment he had met
with very cruel and unjuft. As foon, there-
fore, as he had finithed his. vifit to General
Haldimand, he went to Mr. L’Eve{que,
Du Calvet’s known and good friend, and re-
lated to him what General Haldimand, had
faid. He told him alfo “that the General
¢ had refolved tofet at liberty Mr. Jautard,
¢ the French lawyer at Montreal, (whom
¢ he had kept in prifon by m111tary authority
“ ever fince the fpring of the year, 1779,)
¢ and other prifoners whom he named.” And
he added, *¢that Mr. Charles Hay had been
¢ lately advifed to make another application
<¢ to the Court of King’s Bench for a Habeas
“« Corpus, and to be either brought to a trial,
¢ orreleafed by their authority, according to
¢ Jaw; and that he had aceordingly made
¢ fuch an application to the court, which was
“¢ then fitting ; and that the court had begyn
<« to take hls cafe into confideration ; and that
‘¢ his fricnds were in hopes he would thereb
“ obtain his liberty.” From all which he
concluded, “ that Mr. L’Evefque would do
““ well to go dlrculy to Mr. Du Calvet, and
¢ perfuade him to make the fame appli-
¢t cation to the Court of King’s Bench, with-
¢« out lofs of iime, before the ieﬁlon of that
¢ court was over, which was then drawing
¢« tawards anend: for that he really believed
¢ General Haldimand would not now hinder
£ tho
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#¢ the Judgesof it, (as hehad done till then,)
¢ from taking the cafes of the perfons that
¢ werein prifon into their confideration, and
‘¢ fetting them at liberty upon bail, or other-
wife, according to law.”

-~

)

This information and advice of Major
Caldwell appeared to Mr. L’Evelque of fo
much importance to his friend, Mr. Du Cal-
vet’s fituation, that he immediately went to
the Recollets’ Convent, to tcll him of it, and
confult with him uponit. And the refult was,
that they both agreed that Mr. Du Calvet
fhould employ Mr. Ruflell, his lawyer at
Quebeck, to apply to the Court of King’s
Bench, as foon as poffible, in Mr. Du Cal-
vet’s behalf, for a writ of Habeas Corpus to
bring him before the Judges, to be dealt
with as the law dire&s. This being refolved
on, Mr. L’Evelfque went to Mr. Ruffell, to
acquaint him with Mr. Du Calvet’s defire,
and to tell him that Mr. Du Calvet would be
glad to fee him in his confinement, and {peak
with him upon the fubje&t. Upon which
Mr. Ruflell repaired to the Recollets” Con-
vent, and, (by the leave of Mr. Prenties, the
Provoft-Marthall,) was admitted to Mr. Du
Calvet, and took his directions upon the
fubje. = %

Mr. Ruffell confented to make the propo-
fed application to the King’s Bench, and re-
folved
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folved to exert his beft abilities in doing jufs,
tice to fo important a caufe; but not without,
taking fome precautions for his own fafety,
which here in England will be thought very
ftrange and unneceflary, He was afraid, if
he moved the court at once for a writ of
Habeas Corpus to- Mr. Prenties, the Provoft- .
Marfhall, to bring up the body of Mr. Du
Calvet before them, together w1th the caufe
of his being detained in prifon, for the court
to deal with him as the law dire&s, (which
is the courfe which a lawyer here in England
would have taken in a like cafe, without the
{malleft uneafinefs or apprehenfion,) he was
afraid, I fay, if he had a&ted in that plain
and downright mannper, that he fhould not
only have been immediately filenced by the
court, but even expelled from the profeffion
of a barrifter at law, or prohibited by the Go-
vernour from fmlcmng that p: rofeffion any
more. For inftances of the like treatment,
of lawyers who had been obnoxious to the
Govemuurs, had been feen in the prowr‘ce.
In order, therefore, to avoid thefe misfor-
tunes, and acquire a previous permiffion from
the Judges, to do his duty in this buficefs in
behalf of Mr. Du Calvet, he firft pre{ented
to the court a fhort petition from Mr. Du
Calvet (and which was drawn up by Mr,
Du Calvet himfelf)) defiring the, court to
permit him to bring before them’ the hard
cale of l‘lS long imprifonment, and to employ
Mr,
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Mr. Ruffell, as his lawyer, to fpeak before
them in fupport of it; and defiring them
likewife to oblige the feud Mr. Ruffell, before
he entered upon the bufinefs, to take an oath
before them that he would difcharge his duty
to his client, Mr. Du Calvet, on this occa-
fion faithfully and uprightly, and to the beft
of his abilities,

This was a very fingular ftep ; but it was
thought neceffary to Mr. Ruflell’s fafety, and
it ‘'was accordingly taken. And the court
complied with the requefts contained in the
petition, and gave Mr. Rufiell leave to make
the propofed motion for Mr. Du Calvet, and
gave orders that hefhould be fworn in the man-
ner juft now mentioned : which was done ac-
cordingly. And then, atlaft, having thus pre~
vioufly obtained the fanéion of the court to his
‘condu&®, he, onthe 21t ofNovember, 1782,
‘prefented a memorial to them in the name of
Mr. Du Calvet, praying a writ of Habeas
Corpus to bring him mnto court, to be there
dealt with according to law, and then opened
the matter very fully and freely in the pre-
fence of a very crowded audience, who
liftened to him with great pleafure and atten-
tion ; and fet forth in a very able manner the
feveral a&s of parliament, and other great
authorities of the law of England, upon which
Mr. Du Calvet’s claim of bcng either brought
to his trial, or fet at liberty, at lealt upon

. giving
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piving ample bail; was grounded: And thig
he did, (as Mr. Du Calvet has been informed)
with fo much {pirit; ability, and ftrength of
argument, and at the fame time related in fo
juft and forcible a manner the feveral circum-=
ftances of unneceffary feverity that had atten-
‘ded Mr. Du Calvet’s imprifonment, and the
various petitions he had prefented, and offers
he had made, to General Haldimand at diffe-
rent times, in ordert to obtain hisliberty; that
the whole audience were ftruck with com-
paffion at his misfortunes, and with indigna-
tion at the injuftice with which he had been
treated, and were convinced that he was clearly
intitled, according to the laws of England,
to the relief which his counfel prayed for
him.

The Judges, however, did not give him
this relief, but took fix days time to confi-
der of what they fhould do; and on the
fixth day after, (which was the 27th of
November, 1782,) Mr. Jenkins Williams
pronounced, in the name -f all the three
Judges, their final Judgment upon the mat-
ter, which was a refufal of the writ of Ha-
beas Corpus, and a difmiffion of Mr. Du
Calvet’s memorial that demanded it; Mr.
Williams declaring plainly and publickly,
“ that fince the eftablithment of the French
“ laws in the province i all matters of pro-
¢ perty and civil rights by the a& of pae-

¢ liament
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¢ liament pafled in the year, 1774, for rega-~
¢¢ lating the government of Quebeck, the
¢« Englifh laws, concerning the writof Habeas
“ Corpus, were notin force m the province
“ with refpe@ to fuch perfons as were
<« imprifoned by the order of the Gover-
‘€ 'nour. |

-~

L3

The Record of this important proceeding
in the Supreme Court, or Court of King's
Bench, in the province, was as follows.

In the Court of King’s Bench ; province of Quebeck.

To the Honourable Adam Mabane, Thomas
Dunn, and Jenkins Williams, Efquires,
his Majefty’s Commiflioners for executing
the office of Chief Juftice, in and for the
province of Quebeck.

The Memorial of Pierre Du Calvet,
late of Montreal, Efquire,

Humbly theweth,

HAT your memorialift, en the 27th
day of September, in the year one thon-
fand, feven hundred, and eighty, was arreited
apon the publick high-way, between Three
Rivers and Pojute du Lge, by Captain Georgs
Hh Laws,
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Laws, of the eigi]ty fourth regiment, adcormn-
panied by another officer.

That he was brought to Quebeck, undera
guard, and put on board his Majefty’s armed
thip, the Canceaux, then in the river Saint
Lawrence; afterwards was put amongft a
number of other prifoners, and finally fhut
up in an apartment at the Recollets, where
he remains in clofe confinement in the greateft
diftrefs, in the cuftody of a Mr. Miles Pren=
ties, (who ftyles himfelf keeper of the pré-
vot,) without being able to procure a copy
of the warrant of his commitment, or to
know the caufe of his caption and detention,
though he has made frequent application for.
that purpofe.

That yefterday, the twentieth inftant, your
memorialift made two other applications to
the faid Miles Prenties for a copy of the war-
rant of his caption and detention ; but was
abfolutely refufed ; as in and by the annexed
affidavit may fully, and atlarge, appear.

That vour memorialift is informed that
the caption and detention aforefaid, and the
refufal of a copy of the warrant of commit-
ment, are altogether illegal.

And therefore he humbly prays that your
Honqurs will be pleafed to award his Maje-
fty's
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fty’s remedial writ of Habeas Corpus ad Sub-
jiciendum returnable immediaté, directed to
the faid Miles Prenties, commanding him to
produce, in this honourable court, your me-
morialit’s body, with the day and caufe of
his caption and detention, ad Jaciendum, fub-
_,zczendum, et reciprendum, to do, fubmit to,
and receive, whatfoever this honourable court
fhall confider in that behalf,

And that your honours will there-upon be
pleafcd to difcharge your memorialilt, or,
in cafe that his accufers appear again{t him,
that he may be tried, or admltted to bail, or
that he may be otherwife dealt with according
to law.

Signed, Robert Ruffell,
Barrifter at Law.

Nov. the 21, 1782.
Qgebeck '

Court of King’s Bench ; province of Quebeck.

Perfonally appeared Mr. Jacques Le
Moine, and Mr. Thomas Davidfon, of
uebeck, gentlemen, and made oath on the
Holy Evangehﬁs, that yefterday, the twen-
ticth inftant, between the hours of two and
three of the clock in the afternoon, thefe
deponents, in company with each other,
Hho2 waited
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waited upon Miles Prenties of Quebeck,
keeper of the Prévét, at his dwelling-houfe in
Palace Street, and then and there demanded
of him a copy of the warrant of the commit-
ment 2nd detention of Pierre Du Calvet,
Efquire, now a prifoner at the Recollets ;
which he, the faid Miles Prenties, ablolutely
refufed to deliver.

That afterwards, to wit, on the fame day,
and between the hours of eight and nine of
the clock at night, thefe deponents repeated
the fame demand on the faid Miles Prenties ;
but to no purpofe; being refufed, as above.

And the faid deponent, Jacques Le Moine,
for himfelf further faith, that the faid Pierre
Du Calvet, Efquire, has been for a long
time paft, and is now, fhut up In an apart-
ment at the Recoilets under the guard of a
centinel at the door, (which opens to the faid
apartment,) with a fcrew’d bayonet. And
further thefe deponents fay not.

Signed, Jacques Le Moine,
Thomas Davidfon.

Sworn in Court,
this 21ft day of Nov. 1782.

Signed, Thomas Dupn.

- Court
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Court of King’s Bench, Wednefday, Nov.
the 27th, 1782, gl

The King againft Peter Du Calvet, Efg.

The court, having maturely deliberated
upon the memorial of Peter Du Calvet, and
the arguments offered by his Ccunfel in fup-
port of the motion, made upon that memo-
rial for a writ-of Habeas Corpus, are of qpi-
nion, ‘that nothing be taken by the faid
“ motion, and that the memorial be difmif-

% ad ™

By the Court,

Signed, David Lynd,
Acting Clerk of the Crown.

Quebeck, Jan. the 1oth, 1783.

1 do hereby certify, to all whom it doth,
or may, concern, that this and the three pre-
ceeding pages do contain a true and faithful
copy of the memorial of Peter Du Calvet,
~the depofition of Jacques Le Moine, and
Thomas Davidfon, relative to a writ of Ha-
beas Corpus, and of theorder of Court made
thereon.

David Lynd,
AQing Clerk of the Crown,

This
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This decifion gave great pleafure to Gene-
ral Haldimand, who faw his power placed
by it above the law; and it gave equal pain
to almoft every other perfon in the province,
except the General’s immediate creatures and
dependants.  For it difcovered to all the in-
habitants of the province, ¢ that they were
flaves to the Governour’s will and pfeufure,
inftead of being only fubject to the law;”
a difcovery that was equally difagreeable to
the Englith and the Canadian, or French,
inhabitants of the province.

And on the very next day after this deci-
fion, General Haldimand tefhﬁed his fatisfac-
tion with Mr. Williams, the Commiffioner
of the King’s Bench, for pronouncing it, by
creating a new office in the province for his
fake. For he made him immediately his
Majefty’s Solicitor-General for that province,
with a falary of 200/. fterling, ayear.

It will be natural for the readers of this
narvative to expet in this place an account of
the reafons alledged by Mr. Williams in fup-
port of this remarkable decifion: apnd Mr.
Du Calvet would be glad to ftate them, in
juftice to the characters of Mr. Williams and
the other two Judggs, if he was poflefled of a
written account of them. But this he has
never been able to procure; Mr. Rufiell, his
lawyer, (who had ferved him with fo much

fpirig
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fpirit and ability on this occafion,) not ha-
ving dared to give him fuch an account, for
fear of incurring the difpleafure of the Judges,
who were unw:llmg that a copy of thefe rea-
fons fhould be made out. He apprehended
that, if he had taken a note in wr1t1ng of thefs
reafons, and communicated it to Mr. Du
Calvet, againit the inclination of the Judges,
he mloht very probably be prohibited by
them, or by the Governour, from ever agam
appearing in the courts of juftice in the

vince, in the charaéler of a Barr'f’cer ut,
Law.

Though the decifion of the Judges of the
Court of King’s Bench upon this application
of Mr. Du Calvet for a writ of Hubeas Corpus
was fo pleafing to General Haldimand, yet
the application itfelf was notatall fo.  On the
contrary, it gave him great offence; more
efpecially when he pskccwcd what a deep and
general impreflion M. Ruffell’s able fpeech
on the occafion ha d made on the numerous
and refpeCtable audience that heard i,
and, through them, on the other m’habv
tants of the town and province ; who all
feemed to be convinced by it of the legality
and reafonablenels of Mr. Du Calvet's  de-
mand, ““of being either brought to a trial, or
fet at liberty,” and alfo to be thocked at the
full relatien they had hecard of the circum-

ftanccs
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ftances of unneceﬁ'ary feverity with which Ee
had been treated.

~ The mortification which the Governour fel¢
from this effeét of theapplication to the court,
was but imperfeétly compenfated by the fa-
tisfaction which he received from the decifion
of the court in rejeting it. And his ill-hu-
mour upon the occafion was fo great, that he
determined to keep fome of bis ftate-prifo-
ners ftll in prlf'on, whom he had juft before
intended to fet at liberty ; as was reported on
the 27th day of November, 1782, (the day
on which the Judges gave their decifion upon
Mr. Du Calvet’s application to themy,) to ‘the
Recollet Monks; at Quebeck, (in whofe con-
vent Mr. Du Calvet was confined) by Mon-
fieur Baby, a member of the Leglﬂatwe Coun-
cil, that has been already mentioned in this
narrative, and who was much in the Gover-
nour’s conﬁdencc

This Monfieur Baby told thofe Monks,
¢ that he was certain that the Judges would
é on every occafion fupport the Governour i
“¢ his power of imprifoning people at his plea~
¢ fure, and that none of the prifoners would
‘¢ obtain their liberty by fuch applications 3
¢ and that, on the contrary, thefe applica-
“ tions would prove the means of retarding
¢ the releafe of the perfons who made
s them, by provoking the Governour againft

“ them
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them ;—that, asa proof of this, he could
mention the cafe of Mr. Jautard, the law-
yer of Montreal, for whofc enlargement he,
Monfieur Baby, had himfelf iolicited his
Excellency, and obtained from him a pro=
mife of Jautard’s liberty; but that now; fince
Mr. Du Calvet’s app lication to_the Court
of King’s Bench for relief, hc had aitered
his mind, and would not {ét Mr. Jautard

‘ at -liberty ;—and that he now would not

hear any thing about fetting any of the
prifoners at liberty; and is angry when any
body talks to him upon the fubjeft; fay-
ing, that they are all better treated 'md
happier then they deferve to be; and that
he alone has a ri ight tc determine whether
they fhall ftill continue in prifon, or be {eg
at liberty ; and that he will do in that mat=
ter juft what he fhall pleafe : And that
he had fpoke of Mr. Du Cr]VC"L, and had
menttored letter which he had received
from him, in whieh Mr: Da Calvet com-
plained of the chamber in which he was
confined, and defired to be removed into a
better room ; and that his Emu::ncy had
then faid that he would not’comply with
this requeft of Mr. Du Calvet, but leave
him where he was; thinking that he was
as well accommodated there as he ought to
be; and that he had confined him in the

Rocoilet’s convent for the fake of hums

1i “ biing
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¢« bling' him and mortifying him, pour I¢
“redlispe sV 0

Such was the converfation which Monfieur
Baby held on the 27th of November, 1782,
with the Recollet Monks at Quebeck, or ra-
ther with Father Berré, their Superiour, or
Commifiary, with whom he was well ac-
quainted, by having feen him very ‘often at
the Caftle of St. Lewis, not only at the
Governour’s publick levees. but in his private
parties, the faid commifiary being one of his
Exccilency’s creatures and favourites. And,
as there was nothing in this converfation that
was thought to require fecrecy, Monficur
Baby held it openly with Father Berré in
the prefence of his monks, and even of the
lay-brothers, or fervants, of the monaftery ;
two of whom, whofe names were Bernardine
and Alexis, went immediately after into Mr.
Du Calvet’s chamber, and related it to him
with an air of great joy and triumph ovet
him, Bernardine tethng him, ¢ That the
¢ Governour would not comply with his
¢ requeft of being removed into another
¢ chamber, but would leave him where he
¢ was, in {pite of all his complaints;” and
then adding, ¢ That he was only too
“ happy in being put under their care and
“¢ power, and that they would treat him juft
¢ as they thought fit, or as their commifary,
¢¢ Father Berré, fhould order them.”

Ac-
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Accordingly, Mr. Du Calvet continued in
exaclly the fame fituation for near another
month, or till the 21ft of December, 1782,
when, after a number of other petitions to
the Governour in order to obtain this favour,
fome foldiers were emp]r))ed to remove his
bed 1nto the next adjo: ining chamber. And
in this chamber h., continued ddrmg the
remainder of his lmprlfonment, which laft-

ed till the 2d of May, 1783,

We have m& now feen, that the appli-
cation of Mr. Du Calvet to the Court, of
King’s Bench in the province for a writ of
Habeas Corpus gave General Haldimand great
offence; and yet it was obferved a little be-
fore, that this application took its rife from
the opinion which Major Caldwell had enter-
tained (in confequence of fome favourable
expreflions of General Haldimand towards
Mr. Du Calvet in a converfation with Mr.
Caldwell) that the General would not be
forry to fee it made. Thefe things feem
fomewhat inconfiftent: nor does Mr. Dua
Calvet know how to explain, or reconcile
_them, otherwife than by fuppoﬁng, that,
if the General really did with to {ee fuch an
application made to the Court of King's
Bench (as Major Caldwell thought he d.a,'
but did not abfolutely hear him ay {o) he
muift have meant that it fhould be ‘afleed of
the court as a matter of mere grace and fa-

iz vour
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vour, to be obtained of himfelf by the medi-
ation, or interceffion, of the court, and not
as a claim of right, which could not juftly
or legally be refufed him. For the General .
has always thewn a diflike to claims of this
fort, and maintained that his power was fu-
periour to the fetters of the law.

Mr. Du Calvet’s 1rnpr1fonment ended at
Iaft on the 2d of May, 1783, in the follow-
ing manner. At about eleven o'clock in the
forenoon of that day, Mr. Prenties, the Pro-
voft-martial, came to him by the order of
General Haldimand, and informed him,
¢¢ that he was no longer a prifoner, but
¢ might leave his place of confinement
¢ when hc pleafcd ;” and at the fame time
removed the centinel from his door. Mr.
Du Calvet then defired Mr. Prenties to give
him a a copy of the warrant, or order, by the
authority of which he had kept him fo long
in prifcr. ; but C')u’d not cbrain it.  He then
Wit away from his place of confinement in
a very weak flate of health to the publiek
heufe at Quebeck kept by Mr. Le Moine,
anu fpent 2 week rhere tc endeavour to re-
coﬁ er {tre ngth +nough tc return to his houfe
at lon: €2 al's’ for which place he fer out on
the g h of l\my, and amvnd ticre on the

I -Q-I.hn
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‘His long imprifonment in a nafty and un-
wholefome place, and the uneafinefs of mind
that had accompanied it, had greatly injured
his health, and brought on a continual flow
fever ; which obliged him to have recourfe
to a Mr. Larthigue, an eminent Surgeon at
Montreal, for his advice and affiftapce to re-
move it. This gentleman attended him,
and put him under a courfe of medicines for
that purpofe, which continued from the 13th
day of May, 1783, (the day after his arrival
at Montreal) to the end of June.

The weak condition in which he found
him is exprefled in the following certificate,
which he gave Mr. Du Calvet on the 4th of
the following month of July.

. e, Jous-figné, certifie @ touts ceux @ qui
il appartiendra, avoir été appellé auffitit I'ar-
rivée de Monfieur Pierre Du Calvet en cette
wille, [oriant des prifons de Qucbec : et déclare
Pavoir foigné et médicamenté depuis le treizg
de Mai dernier julg’ @ la fin de Jutn, auffi
dernier 5 ayant un épuifement confidérable oc-
cafionné par une fievre z’;zz‘erne? qui le co;t?[zzmoz'tl?
et qui provenoit de la privation de Uatr et de
& longue captivite,

En
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En foi de quoi. jai figné le. préfent pour
 fervir et valoir q telle fin que de raifon, a4
Montréal le 4 Sfuillet, 1783,

Stgné,’ Larthigue,

i o~
Nous, Commiffaires de Paix, Ecuyers, du
difprict de Montréal, certifions, Que le Sieur
Larthigue, qui a f[igné le préfent certificat, eff
Chirurgien, et que foi doit étre ajoiitée a tout
ce qu'il figne en cette qualité, A Montréal,
ke 4 Aoit, 1783, | |

Signé, Pierre Foreffier, .
Commiflaire de Parz.

By the care of this Mr. Larthigue Mr,
Du Calvet was cured of the flow fever men-
tioned in the foregoing certificate in the {pace
of about feven wecks. But his health is flill
but weak, and, he apprehends, will ever
continue fo, his conftitution being broken
and’ deftroyed by the length and feverity of

~his confinement. ~

As foon as he was releafed from his im-
prifonment, he refolved to come over to
England, partly to endeavour to procure
fome redrefs for the unjuft treatment he had
received from the king’s governour, and partly

10 avoid being expofed to a repetition of the
: ' like
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like ill treatment ; as he would have beerns;
if he had continued in the province. He
therefore went on the gth of May, (the day
on which he fet out from Quebeck on his
return to Montreal) to the fecretary’s office
at Quebeck, to give in his name there, (ac=
cording to the ordinances of the province
made upon that fubjeét) as a perfon who
intended fhortly to leave -the province.

_This ftep was neceflary to intitle Mr,
Du Calvet to a pafs-port to go to England
in fome veflel that thould fail from Quebeck:
But foon after his arrival at Montreal, and
about the middle of May, 1783, the news
of the preliminaries of the peace being figned
between Great-Britain, France, and the re-
volted Celonies, or new States, of North=
America, arrived in the province ; in con=
fequence of which, many perfons obtained
pafs-ports from General Haldimand to go into
thofe revolted provinces, and fettle their com-
mercial, or other, affairs there, and many of
the inhabitants of thofe provinces came in
like manner into the province of Quebeck
for the like purpofes. And fuch a pafs-port
would have been peculiarly advantageous to
Mr. Du Calvet, and far more defirable than
a ‘common pafs-port’ to go to England by
fea, becaufe he had a clear and ftrong claim
to.a confiderable {fum of money due to him
from the Continental Congrefs for a large

quantity
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(%:iantity of goods, which their army, - undér
the command of General Arnold, in their
retreat from the province of Quebeck upon
General Burgoyne's arrival i1 1t in May,
1776, had taken by force out of his wares
houfes at Montreal by order of General Af-
nold, and had given him a receipt for.

The {fum dué to Mr. Du Calvet on tlfis
account was fomething more than a thoufand
pounds, fterling; and Mr. Du Calvet was

reatly in want of it at that time; after the
lofles he had fuffered in his fortune by the
neceflary negle¢t of his affairs in confequence
of his long imprifonment and the other caufes
above-mentioned. He therefore defired his
friend Mr. L’Evefque to apply to General
Haldimand for fuch a pafs-port to go into
the neighbouring provinces ; which if he could
have obtained; he would have gone firft to
Philadelphia, to apply for the payment of the
money due to him from the Congrefs; and
afterwards to New=York, and from thence
would have taken thipping to England.

Mr. L’Evefque accordingly applied to Gene-
ral Haldimand for {uch a pafs-port ; but ne-
ver could obtain one, though the like pafs-
ports were granted every day to other people.
Bo that General Haldimand appeared ftill to
retain & diflike and refentment againft Mr.

Du
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Du Calvet, though he did not any longer
(now that the peace was made, and pofitive or-
ders had been fent him by the fecretaries of
ftate in England to releafe 21l the flate pri-
foners in the province) think fit to continue
him in prifon.

Mr. Du Calvet therefore, finding that he
could not obtain a pafs-port to go into the
adjoining provinces, refolved to leave the pro-
vince as {oon as poffible, by taking his paf-
fage for England on board fome veldel at
Quebeck. And in this refolution he went
from Montrezl, with his fon, on Saturday the
'23d of Auguft, 1783, towards Quebeck, in
order to be ready to go on board the firft {hip
that thould fet fail from thence for England.
He arrived at Quebeck on Tuefdiy morning,
early, the 26th of Auguft, 1783, and can-
ferred with his friend Mr. L’Evelque about
his departure ; who advifed him not to delay
it a fingle day, if pothble, and told hrn that
a fhip had failed that very morning from the

ort of Quebeck for England, which it was
‘probable he might be able to overtake at her
firt anchoring-place, if he could immediately
procure a {loop to follow heJ in.  ‘This fhip
was a brigantine called 2he Tarletor, cocmman-
ded by Captain Brown ; and there was only
one gentlernan from Canada that had gone on
board it as a pafienger, which was young
Monfreur de Lery, the fon of Monfizur de Lery,
the member of the Legiflative Council: {o

Kk ' that
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that Mr. Du Calvet and his fon might be
eafily accommodated on board it, if they
could overtake it. This advice Mr. Du
Calvet refolved to follow; and, accordingly
‘took cut his pafs-port at the fecretary’s office
without delay, and fet about procuring a
floop to carry him off with as much expedi-
_tion as pofiible down the river Saint Law-
rence in order to overtake the faid brigan-
tine. . By Mr. L’Evefque’s affiftance fuch a
{loop was procured about 10 o'clock the fame
night, and at 11 o'clock Mr. Du Calvet and
his fon (a boy of nine years of age,) went on
‘board it, and immediately fet fail down the
river St. Lawrence in purfuit of the faid bri-
gantine, ‘They had the wind at firft againft
‘them ; fothat the feamen were forced to make
ufe of their oars to make any way. Butabout
one o’clock in the morning the wind changed
in their favour, and they then failed on brlﬂdy
for about two hours, till about 3 o’clock, when
they came vp with the {hip they were in queft
of, while fhe was lying at anchor at the fur-
ther, or lower, end of the Ilfland of Orleans,
and immediaiely went on board ker, and, af-
ter fome little difficulties made by Captain
Brown, (w}‘om Mr. Du Calvet had not had
time to 1ppuz~_ of his defign of being a pafien
ger in his fhip,) but which were removed by
the produttion of his pafs-port and by the
teftimony of young Minfieur de Lery, the other
paflenger, in his favour, were recewed by him
as paflengers. - And 1in about an hour after Mr.
Du Calvet and his fon had thus been taken con
board
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board this fhip, Captain Brown weizhed an-
chor, and purfued his VOV’Ige to E nﬂlmd and

arrived in the Downs on the 22d of the follow-
ing month of September, 1783.

Mr. Du Calvet was lucky in coming up
with this brigantine in the manner he did.
For he has been informed, by letters received
from Quebeck fince he has been in Eng-
land, that on the very fame morning on
which that brigantine weighed anchar
from the lower end of the Iﬁe of Crleans
to pioceed on her voyage to England, that is,
on the 27th of Aacuf’c 1783, General Hal-
dimand’s fecretar;es fent one of their clerks,
whofe name is Braflard, to the publick-houte
at Quebeck, kept by Mr. Le Moine, at
which Mr. Du Calvet was ufed to lodge, to
inquire for him: And that, when this Mr.
Braflard went back to them, and told thens,
¢ that Mr. Du Calvet had gone in a floop in
¢ the night to the further end of the Iﬁ\, of
¢ Orleans in order to overtake, if poﬁibie, the
“ Tarleton brigantine, and take his P‘ui»._
“ on board her for Engldnd and that he had
o probnb‘y overtaken her and gone for En-
¢ gland,” they could hardly believe it ;—and
that General Haldimand and Mr. Mabane
in like manner exprefled the greateft furprize
at it, and declared that thuV were forry that
fome method had not been taken to prevent
it ;---And that, on account of thefe appcaran-

Ko a ces
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ces of ill-will towards him in the governing
part of the province, all Mr. Du Calvet’s
friends had rejoiced at his departure; and
confidered it as a fortunate efcape from fur-
ther periecutions.

During Mr. Du Calvet’s refidence at Mon-
treal aficr his umargcmr‘m from prifon, that
is, from the r3th of May to the 23d of Au-
guft, ’“8’;, he conceived himfelf to be in fo
much danger of being fuddenly affauited in
bis houfe b» fome of *hf= foldiers, at the in-
ftigation of his enemies in that town, in the
manner. he had been in the year 1771, (as

1as been above related in this narrative, pa-
ges . 57, 58,) that he thought it neceflary
to have his arms placed on a table near his bed
every night, and a candle kcy burning the
wholc night, that he might be ready to de-
fend himielf ‘,gau {t any fuch attempt. Nor
were thefe ap_tm,hnﬁons entertained without
fomie apparent ground for them, arifing from
the peneral behaviour of the foldiers towards
him: For th ey every day, in pafling by his
houfe in a body, and with beat of drum, to
mount, or come oif, thei r gus rds, or to atiend
their roll-callings, made it their practice, (as
they had done “befcre in the year 1774,) G
march over his gallery in a noify, infulting
‘manner, and apparently with aview to terrify
him, mﬂfMd of marching quietly along the
Atpeet before the gaﬂﬂr}, as they did before
the galieries of all the other houfes in Mon-
treal, that had galleries before them.

The
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The uncafinels of Mr. Du Calvet’s mind

about this time in confequence of the m*ufy'
he had fuftained, and of thofe which he thus
continually apprehended, is well expreffed by
him{elf in the following puaoraph which he
mferted in feveral letters which he wrote to
feveral of hu friends towards the end of July,
1787, to inform them of the refolution he
had “taken to leave the province as_{oon as p
fible, and go to England for fafety and pro-

tection, and, if poffible, for thc rcdrefs of
his injuries.

Copie d'un paragraphe qui it inféré en a’iwr/@:
lettres que Maﬂf Geur Du Calvet écrivit 2
Mornficur L’ Evefque, Monficur Du Cbe/)‘a},
et Monfieur Allfopp, et autres de fes amis
dans la  province de RQuébec, en Fuillet,

1783,

. A Montréal,
le 24 Fuillety 1783,

E ;;',uz, Monficur, e ﬁm S fatigué de refier
courbé fous le pom’s de la tirannie de ce Gou-
verieur, que je fiis re/a/u a quelque pfsw que
cela foit, de m'en retirer, pour pcz er a4 Lon-
dres; pour effayer par les pius as s efforts fi
je pourrai atteindre aux lotx de la natiom, que
je wéclame par honnewr, pour ebtemir juflice
Az mion Z?ﬂ_]uﬂt’ criarte, ot borrible détention ;
mgwl’e doit étre rezar(’ee ainfi aux yeux de
fouts bonnétes individus du genre bumain, et

des
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des mations les moins civilifées du globe, Voild
le fujet de mon voyage. A cet effet 5 abandonne
ici @ la cupidité de mes ennemis teuts mes biens-
fonds quelconques ; auffi le refle du brigandage
€ du pillage de mes meubles de ménage quel-
conques et en général 5 ainfi qu'une fomme de
6695/, 18s. 3d. argent courant & Hallifax,
qui m'efft due par divers dans la province,
dont mon emprifonnement et les infuflices que
J'ai fouffertes font caufe que je perdrai les trois
quarts. Je pars, je puis le dire, pour toute
reffource; pour ne pas refler efclave ef expofé
@ étre égorgé chez mii par le premicr qui ima-
gineroit un pretexte.  fe pars, dis-je, avee
won ery‘am‘ pour toute jarz‘zme, pour ne pas
le laiffer expofé a étre la willime de liniquité
qu’on exerce ici, e,

Pierre Du Calvet.

In anfwer to a letter of Mr. Du Calvet,
containing the foregoing paragraph, Mr,
George Allfopp, (a member of the Legifla-
tive Council of the province, who has been
already mentioned in this nare- tve,) wrote to
him as follows.

Para-
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Pdmgmpbe dune lettre de Monfieur George
Allfopp, Ecuyer, a Monfieur Pierre Du
Calvet, du mois de Fuillet, 1783,

Monfieur,

S aurois répondu & Phonneur de vitre lettre,
fi je weuffe feit ées le lendemain de [a révep
zion que le. Gouverneur Haldimand refula @
Irfo,y’z.sz;r L’ Evefgue witre permzf' 1on de paffer

la Nouvelle York: par conféquent il ejﬂ
praéaé’/e que vous pafferez par RQuébec; d
moins que wvous n’attendiez le plaifir de Jfon
Excellence pour paffer par en-baut,

e fens, comme on doit fentir, le mal-traife-
ment que Vous avez reus ef, (ce.qui eff ré-
ellement incomprébenfible,) il vaut’ mieux étre
altuellenent en rébellion que d'étre fulpelt, ﬁzf
que les foupgons foient bien ou mal placées. L'on
ne peut regarder ce que <vous avez fouffert
gwavec un coeur plein de éezztgmzz. Et Fe
concluds en vous foubaitant une r{’yézrﬂfiﬂﬁ aes
torts confiderables que vous avez foufferes, Se.

Signé,  George Allfopp.

And Mr. Du Chefnay, the Seignior of

Beauport above-mentioned, in anfwer to a
letter
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letter of Mr. Du Calvet containing likewife
the pa:awraph above-recited, fent hlma letter
containing the following paragraph.

Paragraophe dune lettre de Monfieur Fuche—
reau Du Chefnay, Seigneur de Beauport,
Fe.a Monfieur Fierre Du Catvet, du g™

v &’ Aouft, 1783,

Menfrenr,

On ne peut que vous leiier du parti que veus
prerc&, Je vous Joutaite toutes fartes de praf
pérités. flai corr:zjzz;:ce des  démarches des
citcyens de Montréal.  DMais quelle pitie, que
celles qu’on fait @ Québec ! Une grande partie
fint de véritables moutous 5 qui ne [ravent qie
tendre le col, €t ne croire le" mal que gz'cmd 7
le [entent 5 ef ure aumive partic ¢off préte a tout
Sacrifier @ leurs propres intéréts.—Viotre affaire
regarde touts les individis g,:elffnqae.v de cette
province, peur [i peu que Uon veiiille réfléchir.
Lar qui f’/f celut guz peut Je dire en feureté chez
lui, aprés avorr il de [fes propres yeux tout
ce que Pon vous a fait fouffrir de ic maniére la
plus - idéale, fans qu’il <wous ait été permis
d’/c-&fmzr, Jufgi’ ace jour, aucune juflice 2 Fef-
peére cupeﬁdmzt, que wveus obtien ndres Juflice @
Londres, Qu ﬁzen, Si on me vous la rend peint,
on nous regarde tauts comme des efciaves.  Car
le mal-traitement que vous avex regu, rejaillit
Jur la province en  genéral.  Voila comme

toutes
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toutes. les  honnétes gens doivent Pemvifas
ger; &,

Signé Juchereaw Du Chefnay,

Thefe letters fufficiently fhew the ftrong
fenfe the writers of them entertain of the ill-
treatment Mr. Du Calvet has received in the
province, and the claim they think he has
upon his Majefty’s Minifters of State in En=
gland for the exertion of their utmoft endea-
vours to procure him aredrefs of his injuaries.
And he received feveral other Ietters about
the fame time from other gentlemen in Ca-
nada, which all exprefs the fame fentiments
as thefe.

Since his arrival in England towards the
end of September laft, 1783, Mr, Du Calvet
has applied to Lord North and the Right
Honourable Mr. Fox, his Majefty’s late Se-
cretaries of State, to defire them to procur¢
an order from his Majefty to General Haldi<
mand commanding him to come over to En=
gland and anfwer the complaints which he
and others, many others, have to make again(k
him. The grounds of his requeft are as fols
lows.

General Haldimand, while ke continnes in
his government of Quebeck, cannot be fued,
in the courts of juftice of that province on
account of his high dignity of Governour

k] of
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of it, which places him above the reach
of law in that provmce where he repre-
fents the King, in the fame manner as the
King himfelf is above the law here in En-
crland or cannot be fued in any action of
trcqufs with effe¢t, fo as to be compelled to
pay the party grieved any damages that a jury
thould allow him. Nor can General Haldi-
mand be {ued in the courts of juftice in En-
gland till he comes to England; becaufe the
jurifdition of thofe courts does not extend
out of England. ‘Therefore, unlefs the Ge-
rieral fhall come to England, the perfons
who have received injuries from him in Ca-
nada, cannot obtain legal redrefs for them ;-
but a failure of jultice muft enfue. His re-
queft therefore, “that the General may bE
““ ordered to comne over here, fo as to be
¢ within the reach of the laws and amena-
“““Ble to" 'oor eofirts’ of“‘jullice™ ' 15 clearly
founded on the principles of reafon and
juftice.

When the General fhall have received and
obeyed fuch an order, Mr. Du Calvet will
ceafe to trouble his Majefty’s Minifters with
any further mention of his misfortunes, and
will be fatisfied with fuch a compenfation for
the loffes and injuries, of all kinds, which
he has f{uffered by means of General Haldi-
mand, as an Englith Jury, under the direc-
tion of an Engli th Judge, (hall think proper
to allow him.

He
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He aftks no money, penfion,’ place; ot
other favour, from the government, but
merely to have juftice in the ordinary courfe
of law, or, in the words of the King’s pro-
clamation of O&ober, 1763, to all his {ub-
jeCts in the four new governments, then
ereted, of® Quebeck, Eaft Florida, Welt
Florida, and Granada, the benefit of the laws of
England.

Mr. Du Calvet’s letters on this fubject to
Lord North and Mr. Fox, and Mr. Fox’s
anfwer, (for hehas never received any anfwer
from Lord North, though his bufinefs be-
longed properly to his Lordfhip’s depart-
ment,) are (excepting that a few unimpor-
tant paflages of the letters to Lord North
have been omitted,) as follows.

Requéte de Picrre Du Calvet, Ecuyer, a umy
Lord North, Secrétaire d’Etat, &e.

My Lord,

Pierre Du Calvet, un des notables citoyens
de la province de Québec, [upplie bumbicment
witre Seigneurie de lui permetire de metire fous
Jes yeux 5 Que le 27 Septembre, 1780, il fut
arrété et conflitué prifonnier fans caufe ni vaifon,
par Uordre du Genéral Haldimand 5 et qu'il a ¢ré
détenu injuflement dans la plus triffe et inoiie
captivité quil ot poffible & exprimer, jufquau

1 2 de
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s de Mai dernier, gu il fut  largi s fans

avoir jamais pii connoitre ni [cavoir la caufe
ni la raifon de [a détention et emprifonnement,
ni de fon é/aro*z'ﬂémcnf quelgue démarche et voye
Jufle gu’il mtj)u mettre en ufage. Ce qu’il juf-
tificra par un mémotre qu’il fe propofe de remetire
en main @ la confidération de vitPe [eigneurie
fous pew de temps; ainfi qu'un compte des dom=-
mages que le repréfentant a  foufferts, qu’il ré-
clame et g - efpére de recouvrer par la ;uf
tice et I'éguité connue qui regne dans vitre
Jeigneurie : Lefquels dommages, torts, pillages,
vols, et perte de fon temps et de fa lz‘ben‘e’ (qui
lui a é1¢ ravie pendant efpace d'un fi /ang temps
de 948 jours, ct cela de la manicre la plus
infi e qui fe puiffe dépeindre, ainfi que de la
manié¢re la plus contraire aux Loix Aﬂglzm-
nes,) montent (outre la perte de la fanté) a
;blas de quarante mille livres flerling ; dont les
piéces jufti ﬁcaz‘z'ues Jeront produites pour preuve
de fon avancé.  Or donc le dit repréfentant prend
la” Liberté d'informer, par cette repréfentation,
vitre [eigneurie, qu'il eff venu @ Londres ex-
preffément pour réclamer la juflice et équité du
gouvernement :  laquelle il efpére d’obtenir de
Witre [eigneurie, et il la Jupplie de lui accorder,
par le zéle et I'attachement qu’elle porte au bien,
au [oiitien des loix, et @ I'bonneur et a la glire
de la royauté, Cela faifant, le dit repréfentant

adreﬂ?m
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adreffera [es voeux au ciel pour la fanté, pro-
JDérité, et confervation de vitre feigneurie.

De vjbtre Sez'gneu“fe,
le trés bumble

et tros obéiffant ferviteur,
A Londres,
le 26 Sept. 17835
Pierre Du Calvet.

Chez Madame Lamley, No. 65,
Old Broad-Street, pas loin dp Ia
Bourfe Royale,

Depuis le 26 de Septembre dernier jai fait
Zoutes les démarches poffibles pour parler 2 my
Lord North et @ fon fecrétaire Monfieur Ne-
pean: jai été diverfes fois a fon bureau; e
leur ai derit, pour folliciter une réponfe & ma
réquéte, plufieurs fois, et particuliérement Je

o Otiobre, le 7, le 13, et le 19 Novembre :
.?Waz's toutes mes démarches ont été infructueufes.
S ar ét¢ au bureau de I'bonorable Charles Fames
Fox : je lui ai méme écrit upe lettre, dont wvoici
la réponfe,

Bill:t
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Billet de Monfieur Fox.

_ Mr. Fox jfait §ffs compliments a Monfieur
Pierre Du Calvet, et, ayant lit la lettre qu’'i}
a regue de lui en date du 6 du courant, il doit
Pinformer que le fujet dont 1l s’agit, n'apparti-
ent pas du tout @ [on département. C’eft au

département de my Lord North que Monfreur
Du Calvet doit s adreffer. :

8t. Fames’s,
¢e 8 Novembre, 1783.

Copie d'une lettre écrite le 1 Novembre dernier,
1783, @ my Lord North, Secrétaire d’Etat;
dont copie a été envoyée @ 1 "honorable Charles
F ames Fox, Secrétaire d Etat.

; Mra'edy M‘ﬂz’l""s 19 Now. 1783’
My Lord,

Quoique vétre feigneuric ne daigne point ré«
pondre @ mes jufles repréfentationss ¢t gque le
filence qu'tl lui  plait garder @ ce Jujet domne-
voit @ entendre un déni de juflice de fa part ;
ge que je ne puis penfers ceff pourquor jlat
I bonneur de Uinformer que je me ccfferai poiat
de lui éerire jufg’ @ ce quelle w'ait fait une

réponfe
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reponfe pofitive fur le contenu de ma réquéte
du 26 Sepz‘embre dernier.

Au refte, my Lord, quoique mal traité 2 un
point auquel je 1’ aurois jamars dit m'attendre Jous
un gouverniment CZ'UZ]I/L, Jje n'en refle pas moins
fidéle -au roi et @ I’érat : ef en cette qualité je
Juis obligé d’informer vitre feigneurie de I'état
préfent devla province de Québec, laquelle mé-
rite les regards les plus aflifs et les plus wvigi-
lants des miniftres et fecrétaives d’etat alluels.
Car la juftice et I'bumanité entiére eft intéreffée
d [a fituation préfente; ainfi que la bien-fai-
Jance du Roi et de fon gouvernement, quon y ¢
defapprécié par les apprq[ ons qui sy commeltent
par linfligation et [’ mz‘rzgzza d'un parti qui s’y
et formé depuis larrivée du Gouverneur Hal-
dimand. *

Les perﬁymff’s a gagés de Monfienr Haldimand,
ot Jui-méme, derivent, ¢ Que z‘out ¢t bien.” O
ne fait point attention que coux qui écrivent
ainfi font gageés, on payés en particulier, afin
de ¢ foittenir dans leur dejpotifme. Des fomines im=
menfes, qu ‘on @ ramaffées par lo cupidité, fer-
wvent & continuer &z perﬁcaz‘er Uinnocence.

Quon [e repréfeate une province Livrée ala
Lm de Maroc et do la bayonette, telle gu’f/;"g ¥
cjz‘ exercée pre/c:w;;:em ; fﬂm bornes, fans bar-
riéres, ni afyles, a,z putfle fe wfungr le foible
tyranuifé ! On enléve du cocur de la province

s
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[es plus notables babitants et les meilleurs citoyers :
on arrache du centre d’icelle, dans le milien de
Ja famille, le pére afes enfans le mieux qua-
lifi¢ et fans tacke, fans caufe ni raifon: On
Pemprifonne ; on le ruine; on lui fait fubir
les tourments les plus aj’rmx et les plus ﬁ»uerex
qion puzﬂe exprimer 5 méme on le fait périr a
petit feu, corps et biens, dans la plus dure des
prifons; on Jait diffiper fes biens, ¢t on met fa
Jamzille @ la merciy fans wulozr Pentendre ni
Vécouter.  Eft-ce 1a ce qu'on appelle, “ Tout off
¢ bien?” Toute juftification et ng/}zce quelconque
lui eft refufée 5 on I'empéche méme d’avoir _/afgzz
g fon necrﬁzzre avec fon prapre argent. De ld
7l s eﬂﬁﬂt fur tout le refle le méme arlitraire et
la méme barbarie. Efi-ce la ce quon appelle;
“ Toyt eff bien2”—Mais il ¢ft aifé de dévoiler,
ain que d’éclaircir, ce prez‘mdu, “ Tout eff
« bien,” davec 'tniquité qui sy exerce, et

d’btre inflruit que ce “ Tout eft bien;” eff depis
en pis, fi l'on veut s'en donner la peine pour Il
bien futur du gouvernement, en faifant une en-
quéie générale, faite fans partialité et fans em=
péchement dans la pra'umce’ que fe garantirat
(tant que la corruption ne sSen mélera point,) de
tout ce quon jugera a propos, que, [ur cent per-
omues il Sen trouvera quatre- ‘vsz dix-neuf

de mécontentes et défaffeciionnées o sze de la
maniére dont elle eft gouvernée a préfent. Efi-ce
une perfonne, féduite par Iappas corruptible des
richelfes, qui doit opprimer les quatre- vingts,
dix-neuf, autres perfonnes 2—Quion faffe arten-
tion
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tion qu'il y a dans la province environ cent mille
ames ;—Que fur ces cent mille ames il y o environ
mille que ['appas d’un gain fordide tient dansla
corruption pour rendre les autres efcloves. O
Ciel ! eft-il perniis de voir de tels faits dans une
province d’un Gouvernement qui fe pique de joiiir
des loix les mieus calculées pour I'bumanité !—ils
vendent leurs fréres, ou, du moins, ils Jes en<
chainent pour wuan temps, ainfi quil leur plait,
pour [atisfaire @ la cupidité. Mais il y en a
quatre-vingt, dix-neuf milles qui gémiffent fous
le poids du joug de oppreffion et de I'efclavage I
plus horrible que Pon puiffe dépeindre aux yeux
de Ubumanité, Helas! Que puis-je dire, que
toute perfonne [fenfée Wimagine et ne fente d¢jd
d’elle-méme que trop 2---Tf arréte donc ld a ceife
feule réflexion, en défirant qu'on y apporte un
prompt remede, pour le bonbeur des fujets de [@
Majefié ainfi que pour Ibonneur du Gowvern=
ment, puilqu'ily ot intéreffé de fi proche en procke
pour faire ceffer Pabus du powvorr, qui sy ex=
erce par Voubli des loix ef la profpérité des
méchants, afin de faire renaitre le 7 établiffenent
des loix con/}iz‘utiamz:ﬁes qui y font violées et Foulges
aux pieds par un élranger fans aucun mérage-
ment ni refpect gzce[cmgzze. O Ciel! ou eft diné
cette fameufe lor d’Habeas Corpus fant précheée,
gid'on fait fonner fi baut én Angleterre, méme jufqué
chez les mations étrangéres?  Enfin, my Lord,
aoici ce que j’ai entendu dire moi-méme i Aol
dernier, fortant de la bouche de deux braves
Loyaliftes arrivés a Monitréal, venant de Neioa

M m Yo &,
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York. Voici leur propre difcours.  “ Nous wve=
“ nons nous refugier dans cette province, apres
avoir facrifié nos biens, expofé nos familles
aux calamités du temps, ainfi que nos vies
“ pour le [ervice du roi. Mars, my God! fi
*“ la province continue d’étre gouvernée avec
““ le méme defpotifme qu'elle Veft acltuellement,
“ nous la quitteroms, et mous irons implorer
le [fecours de mos con-citoyens et de nos fréres,
gue nous avons abandonnés par nétre loyale
““ gffection pour fa Majefte.” Veila, my Lord,
comme raifonnent prefque touts les Loya/ iftes,
ainfi que toutes les perfonnes fenfées du Canada,
ui ne wveulent point étre avilies a la condition
de efclavage, Fofe le dire, pire que celui des
négres.— Qui :  1lls penfent aznf p/m fort &
préfent que jamais.— Farréte 1d : Mais, my
Lord, penfez au futur.—Si [’on y recueillort
les woix, elles feroient unanimes; on y verroit,
Jans aucun détour ni deguifement, la vérité du
Sait dont il sSagit.—Comme je m’ intéreffe,
guozqu ‘il en [oif, au bonbeur de la pro*vmce et
@ la profpériié du gouvernement, je défire fin-
cérement que les Secretaires d’Etat fe deffillent
les yeux, et qu'ils ne reflent pas plus long-temps
dans la léthargse gzzz a plongé la province
dans la fituation ou elle efl preéfentement par la
mauvarfe conduite de celui @ qui elle a été con-
Jite. T’efpére, my Lord, que par vos qfoﬁs
les plus actifs vous contribuerez & ? faire opérer
un cbangement immédiat et avantageux, tant
pour le bien-étre de fes babitants que pour les
intéréts

€c
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intéréts de I'état,  ¥’ofe efpérer, que par vitre
application au Jervice de [a Majefté, on v ap-
portera le yeméde le plus efficace.  C’eft le défir
et le foubait du zéle fincére de celui qui a I’bon-
neur d’étre, en attendant, avec le plus parfait

refpelt,
My Lord,
Vitre tres bumble

et trés obéiflant Servifeur,

Pirerre Du Calvet,

Autre lettre de Monfeur Du Calvet 2 my
Lord North, Secrétaire d’Etat, &ec. du 2
de Novembre, 1783. |

My Lord,

¢ ne puis revenir de I'étonnement o me
Jette vitre filence fur ma réquéte du 26 de Sep-
tembre dernier et fur ma lettre du 19 du
courant. Une injuflice ne fercit pas plus
conflamment refufée que la juflice que je follicite
depuis fi long-temps en vain,

Sfugez, my Lord, de 'excés de la tyrannie,
Votla trois députés que vous envoye la province
de RQuébec enfin laffée d’un joug auguel elle

M m 2 ne
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ne devoit pas Sattendre fous wur gouvernement
Anglois.  Dans la lifle des abus qu’ils ont g
vous préfenter, ma caufe [e frouvera, proéa-
blement, comprife; et j abtzmdmz, peut-étre,
Fuftice avec la province eniiére.

Je wignore pas, my Lord, que Monfieur
Haldimand envoye ici des gens a fes gages, dont
la miffion eft d’obtenir qu’il me fuit rien changé
au gouvernement de la province, qui, tel qu'il
¢ft et tel que je 'ai fenti, ¢ff un véritable def-
potifme. Mats, my Lord, il faut ¢fpérer que
vous ferez Juﬂe et que, par ce moyen, vous
conferverez la province a ja Majefle, et que
vous ne [fouffrirez pas que nitre oppreffion jufli-

Sie aux yeux de I'Europe entiére le detachement
des treize provinces.

J ai lbonneur d’étre, avec refpect,
My Lord,
Vitre trés bumble

et trés obeiffant [erviteur,

Pierre Du Calvet,
- Samedi Matin,

29 de Novembre, 1783,

Lettre



@

Lettre de Monfieur Du Calvet @ 1’ Honorable
Charles  Fames Fox, Ecuyer, Secrétaire
d’Etat, &c. le méme jour, 29 de Novem-
bre, 1783.

Monfieur,

Vmcz copie d’une lettre que j’écris ce jour
d’bui @ my Lord North. e prensla liberté
de wous Dadrefler, afin que wous foyez inflruit
des démarches gue je fais auprés de ce Secrétaire
d’Etat. Et, quorque [laffaire dont il §agit,
ne regarde pas direflement vitre d»’pczrfe‘merzz‘

Jefpére que, par un effet de vitre jufiice,
vous voudrez bien en dire deux mots @ my Lord
North.

It ﬁi:, e,
Pierre Du Cglvet,

Autre lettre de Monfienr Du Calvet, ccrite
@ my Lord North, Secrétaire d’Etat, &c.
le 15 de Decembre, 1783,

MMy Lord,

Qui. fe ne cefférai d’écrire a vitre ferg-
neurie que /or[gu elle m’aura rendu la ju/fza
qgui ¢ft due @ mon innocence apprzmee. Ceft

encore & ce titre, my Lord, que j’ai I'bhonneur
de
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de folliciter une réponfe @ ma réquétedu 26 de
Septembre dernier. .

Oui, my Lord; je wous ré-itére que je ne
réclame que la juftice qui eff due a mon honneur
outragé, et au dédommagement des torts im-
menfes quun brigandage m’a occafionnés. Ceff
la juflice que je demande, et rien autre chofe.

Vous n'ignorez pas, my Lord, que je ne
puis rien faire contre vitre ami, Monfieur
Haldimand ; puifque je ne guis Iatteindre avec
les loix d’ici a Québec. C’¢ff donc un ordre,
my Lord, qu’il me faut, s’il vous plait me I’ac-
corder, pour le faire vemir @ Londres pour
répondre @ mes plaintes ef & mes demandes quel-
congues,

F’efpére, my Lord, que wous me me refu-
ferez pas cet ordre pour faire wenir ici incef-
Sfamment vétre Gouverneur, Monfieur Halds-
mand ; lequel ordre je wvous fupplie de m’accora
der. En me I’accordant vous me rendrez juf-
tice, et vous délivrerez la province de fom
perfécuteur.

Fofe efperer que vitre feigneurie ne permettra
pas que Monfieur Haldimand aille en droiture
de Québec en Suiffe, fans paffer par Londres.
Fofe, auffi, efpérer que vous ne permettrez pas
qu'l échappe aux loix par aucun moyen de [ub-
terfuge que ce guiffe étre, Car, fi cela venoit @

arrivers
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arriver, my Lord, je nwai pas befoin de vous
Saire preflentir ce que tout le monde conclurroit
de la. Je prie Dien, quon Jfauve, du
moins, les apparences,

Jai lhonneur d'étre, avec refpedd,
My Lord,
Vitre trés bumble
et trés obdiffant ferviteur.

Pierre Du Calvet,

*4* Since the late change of his Majefty’s
Minifters of State, Mr. Du Calvet has pre-
fented the following memorial to Lord Sid-
ney, the fucceflor of Lord North in the,
office of Secretary of State for the Home-De-
partment,

To
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To the Right Honourable Lord
SIDNEY his Majefty’s Prin-
cipal SecreLar} of State for the
Home Department,

The memorial of Petef Du Calvet,
Efquire, of Montreal in the pro-
vinee of Quebeck,

Humbly Shewcth,

HAT your memorialift has been fettled

in the province of Quebeck, formerly
called Canada, ever fince the year 1758, and
that, fome time after the peace in 1767, Be
fold his patrimonial eftate in the South of
France, in order to carry over the produce
thereof into the faid province; and enjoy the
benefits of the Britith Government, as it was
then eftablithed by the King’s proclamation
of O&ober, 1763, and the commiffion to
Governcur Murray made in purfuance of
it ;---That he executed the office of a Juftice
of Peacein the faid province with the faireft
reputation and the entire approbation of the
overnours of the province; from the year
1766, to the year 1775;---That he has al-
ways
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ways alted as a faithful and loyal fubje& to
his Majefty, and during the late war with the
revolted provinces in North-America, (now
acknowledged by Great-Britain as the Thir-
teen United States in North- America,) he al-
ways avoided entering into the fmalleft con-
nettion, or correfpondence, with any per-
fons in the faid provinces, or, in any degree
or manner, abetting their revolt.---But that
neverthelefs, he was arrefted on the 27th day
of September, 1780, by Captain Laws of the
84th regiment of foot, called the Royal Emi-
grants, in confequence of a verbal order of
Brigadier-General Mac Leane, and carried
as a prifoner to Quebeck, and there put
on board the Canceaux floop of war, asa pri-
foner, on the 29th of September, 1780, by
a'written order iffued by General Haldimand,
the governour of the province, but figned
only by his private fecretary, Captain Mat-
thews.---That he was detained on board the
Canceaux, as a prifoner, in the harbour of
Quebeck, from the 29th of September to the
14th of November, 1780, and kept upon
{alt provifions and mufty bifcuit, without be-
ing permitted to fend any perfon on fhore to
buy freth provifions for him with his own
money ;---That then he was removed to the
military prifon of Quebeck, and detained
there from the 14th day Novembesr to the
13th day of December, 1780, in the cuftody
of Miles Prenties, the Provoft-Martial of the

Nn army,
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army, in a very nafty room, which he was
pot permitted to caufe to be cleaned at his
own expence ; ---and that afterwards, from
the 13th of December, 1780, to the 2d of
May, 1783, he was detained as a prifoner,
in the convent of Recollet Monks, with cir-
‘cumftances of great hardfhip and unneceflary
feverity, which have greatly impaired his
health ;---and that, throughout this tedious
and unmerited confinement, he never had
any charge, or accufation, brought againft
him, or could procure from General Haldi-
mand a declaration of the caufe of his im-
prifonment.

Your Memorialift further fets forth, That,
daring this long and fevere imprifonment by
General Haldimand’s military power, he re-
peatedly defired to be dealt with as the law
direCted, by either being brought to a trial, if
Le was thought to have been guilty of any
offence, or beins fet at liberty, either freely

nd abfolutely, or, at leaft, upon giving fe-
curity both for his future good behaviour
and to anfwer any charge that might be
brought againft him; and that Mr. L’Evef-
que, a very refpeftable merchant of Que-
beck, and who is 2 member of the Legiflative
Council of the province, had effered General
Haldimand to become bound for him in thefe
refpets : but that all thefe propofals had
been refufed.---And that, after the refufal

of



{28y ¥

of thefec propofals, he had offered to make
overall his landed and other property in the
province, (which was confiderable,) to fuch
perfons, or truftees, as General Haldimand
fhould appoint, to be kept in the hands of
{uch truftees till the end of the late unhappy
war, as af{ecurity for his loyal and faithful
conduct during the remainder of it; or, if
that was not thought fufficient, he defired to
be fent to England even as a prifoner, rather
than continue in the nafty and unwholefome
confinement in which he then was kept:
but that thefe propofals likewife were re-

fufed.

For this cruel and illegal imprifonment
your Memorialift humbly hopes that the laws
of England (under which he wifhes to live
and die,) will give him fuch a reafonable
compenfation as can now be afforded him.
For, as to the damage done to his health
by the hardthips he has gone through, zbas,
he fears, can-never be repaired. But, as
General Haldimand cannot be f{ued in the
province of Quebeck, folong as he continucs
governour of it; his high office of gover-
nour placing him above the jurifdition of
the courts of the faid province :---and, as,
during his refidence in the faid province, he
is likewile out of the reach of the courts of
juflice of Weftminfter-Hali, whofe jurifdic-
tion does not extend beyond the iland of

Great-
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Great-Britain :---Your Memorialit humbly
hopes that, in order to prevent a failure of
juftice arifing from thefe circumftances, your
Lordfhip will advife his Majefty to command
General Haldimand to repair to England,
with all convenient expedition, in order to
anfwer fuch complaints before his Majefty in
Council, and fuch a&ions in his Majefty’s
courts of juftice here in England, as may be
brought againft him by your Memorialift
and the many other perfons who conceive
themfelves to have been opprefled and in-

jured by him in his office of governour of
the faid province of Quebeck.

And your Memorialift, as in duty
bound, will ever pray for your Lord-
thip’s welfare and profperity.

Signed,
PETER DU CALVET.






















