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r.f~HtsGRACE 

CHARLES, 
p u l{ E OF 

RICHMOND an~ LENOX,&c. 

MY LoRD DuKE~ 

Jr~#~HERE are many peculiarities in 
~r; ~$ my difpofition which difiinguilh 
~~~F"~ me from the whole race of fpecu
~h~.U la~iv~ politicians, from Plato to 
that profouqd, ~earned, and elaborate political · 
~olo~us, Mr. S~mu~l Johnfon, fome time 
ljnce ~dvanced to t~e worlhipful dignity of 
poB:or ofLaws~it may beprefumed, not the 
laws or confl:i~ptions pf England, as they lie 
(cattered iP. the feveral codes promulgated by 

- · (!Ur Anglo:-Sa~on and Anglo-Norman ancef
tor$, but rather thofe invaluable treafures 
~9ll~Cl:~d frpm the . {den or f;/Qcdy ediBs of 

- ~mperial 
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mperial Rome.-=-But to return; as I ha Ye 

. ddre1fed you in the fiile of a client, it is fit 
that your Grace fhould be acquainted wit4 
thofe leading peculiariti~s which mark my·-
charaCter. 

Being mofl: earneftly anxious to remain in 

t. '!oft impervious obfcurity, the great 
!ition of any future connexioq 

~en your Grace and me muft be a total 

ignorance of ny name, perfon, &c. t£11 the 

€Vent of ~'le prefent Atnerican war ihall be 
ul rirnately known.-! a~ of nr; party, and 
;tm iifted in no faCtioq. Even wh~n all per

!onal circumfiances relative to myfelf ihall 

~Qme to be revealed, I neyer mean to 

folicit the patronage or proteB:iqn of any 
Man, either in or out qf office; nor flatter 

1in1 in print, in orcler the ~o~e efficadoufiy 

to make rny court to him in private. from 
thefe ru\e3 of conduct on my part~ your 
Grace will perceiv~ that you fiand in ~~ pecu
liar a fituation to your dedicator, as he fiand~ 
to your Grace and the public. Your Grace 
need not dread to be te4zed wit4 panegyric~ 
on his own merits, or on the manifold tran
fcendent virtues ufually be~owed on patrons~ 
with applications for pecuniary favours~ with 
impertinent intrufions at your Grace's table, 

or into your domefti~ret1rements · ut above . ~ . 
aU,_ 
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all, your Grace, on the nrfi week 'of yoar 
entrance into office, if that thould ever hap
pen, will not be ftunned with folicitatioRs 
for a fat Jinecure office, or a round penfion 
()n the Irilh eftablifhment.-Having faid fo 
much of myfelf, and fo little of my patron, 
another circumfiance rather unufual; I beg 
leave to point out the grand motive which in-

.. duced me to recommend the following lheets 
to your Grace's proteCtion: I might refer 
your Grace and the public to the Preface,: 
and to your charaCter in the body of the 
work; but as there is a fpecies of readers 
who feldom lo9k farther than the title-page 
and the dedication, I {hall inform them in 
the words of a celebrated political writer, of 
the true grounds of the prefent Dedicatioa.· 
which are, in hopes " that fome great, brave, 
difinterefied man may arife, and (to prediCt 
that) he will be received, followed, and al
moft adored, as the guardian genius of thefe 
kingdoms. Without a foundation of fllid 
#lJirtut and public fpirit, the noblefl accom
·plilhments life their importance; with it, 
common fenfe grows 'Venerable, and the dove 
triumphs over theflrpent. 

"If there is one man among us, who upon a 
thorough fe!fexatnination feels himfelf to oe 
within this defcription, let him jJand forth. 

and 
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ad by a folemn, open, and explicit renufl..; 
ciation of all power, places, penfions, and 
every other fpecies of Court merchandizc:t, , 
Jay the ground-work for obtaining the corifi
Jmce of the people; and, as far as honour and 
infamy can bind, give fecurity for a religious 
obfervance of his engagement. 

"But if modefiy fhould hinder, what public 
neceffity makes a duty, let this one man en
deavour to infpire a few more with the fame 
generous fentiments, -and let them divide 
both the fervice and the glory-

" Glory, which, however decried and dif
countenanced of late, is the only thing ~orth 
the ambition of the Great, and what the 
people only can beftow .'' 

I have the honour to fubf~ribe myfelf, 
Mv LoRD, 

I Dtultm~ 
1Sti ]u .. l777• 

Your Grace•s 

M~ft obedieat, 
And faithful 

Humble fervant, 

THE AUTHOR. 
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~~ H E Author of the following CHA

~Ji:;:~~ RACTERS had only one point princi
~~~1}/J pally in view, on the publication of 
~~ the firft fi::;e or fix, and that was 

merely to efi:abliih fome criterion of publicjudge
n1ent, that might enable the people to afcertain 
the political value and perfonal integrity of the . 
feveral leaders and fubordinate actors in both 
Houfes ofParliament. '\\lhile he fought fuch a 
criterion, in the true fpirit of political enquiry, 
the event of the preient unhappy war, waging in 
A m erica, prefented him with the means.-He 
dearly perceived, if that country fhould be lofl., or 
1·ecovered; if this ihould be exhaufled and proflrated 
at the feet of a foreign enemy ; fhould our 
fleets, armies, and commiffioners, return in tri- · 
umph, after having, by found poJicy,fecured the 
dependency of our Colonies; or that conqueft 
ihould enable us to lead our rebellious fub~ 

j etl:s captive; in any of thefe events the preten
jions on either hand to high integrity, at leaft to 
great talents, could no longer remain a matter of 
doubt, controverfy, or problematical reafoning. 

b T4efe 



PREFACE. 

Thefe Sketches, if faithfully and imp;;:rtially 
delineated, would, he forefaw, enable the public 
to decide with precifion, and pronounce wich au
thority.-N othing more would be requifite dun 
to exami ne the index; a careful perufal of that 
would lead the rpader to this great Sttttefman) or 
that great Orqtor:s fentimwts upon the rights of 
both countries, anL' the policy or impo!ic)' of the 
n1eafures adopted or recommended in the courfe 
of the prefent 9if.pute with our Colonies~ 

Should the events, which the prefent civil war 
may be productive of, caufe an additional debt of 
forty millions, a French and Spanifh war, public 
bankruptcy, national dejpair, and civil commotioJiS 
at home-in the following iheets may be difco
vered the authors of our ruin, and of the meafures 
which led to it, as well as thofe who had 
the fagacity to forefee, and the bonefly to preditt 
it! If, on the othet hand, it fhould appear 
that America flimed at independence from the 
very beginning ; if it fhould be proved that 
the leaders an~ fomenters of the prefent troubl~s 
have e{1:abli.fhed a thoufand times a more infup
portable tyranny than \\hat they pretended thcv 
took up arms to refift; if nothing will brino- th~ 

- b 

people ot that country back to a proper fenfc of 
their duty, but the hand of power exercifed in a 
ferr,;~re, bpt uecefjary chafrifement; if they have 
neither the loyalty or gratitude to be gcod 
fllbj ·~s, nor th~ fpirit to be formidable foes : 

if the nation fl1ould neceffarily incur an enor

mo~lS e~~p~e in a{fenin9 .her rights, and a re-: 

ver:~~~ 
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venue commen.furate to that expence !bould be 
obtained; if the c01nbined force of France and 
Spain fhould not be a~le to keep pace with their 
unfriendly and hoftile intentions; in fine, if 
fuch 1hould be the confequences of the prefent 
meafures, the .. A.uthor ventures to affirm, that 
a perufal of the following Sketches will enable 
the impartial reader, with a mixture of gratitude 
and admiration, to hail by 11ame the fa'viours and 
delir:;erers of their country ! 

It was to eftablifh this gr::tnd criterion., that 
lhe Author firH: fat down to write. As he pro
ceeded in the execution of his plan, he per
ceived there would ae fomething frill wanting td 

give it perfpicuity; that it would be neceffary to 
feek the caufes, as well as to point out the 
effects. Taking the queftion as ftated in the 
creeds of the Court faUion, that the authority 
of Britain muft be facrificed to the ambition 
of our Colonies, Ihould they carry their 
point, he wifhed to difcover what were the 
true caufes why Britain came to be reduced 
to fo lamentable a fituarion; how it came to pafs, 
that the fate of thi great and po\verful empire 
was in fome rr.ea.f ure rendered dependent on 
the ij]ue of meafures originating in Cabinet, or 
e!ftr;;;bcre, and blindly and in1plicitly adopted 

and fupported in Parliament. 

After fome lights had been let in on his mind, 
which led hin1 within view of the objects of his 
~nquiry ; after his own experience confirmed 

b 2 him 
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him in every n1aterial circumftance he ha -
heard; and that the uniform conduct of parties 
and perfons had il:rengthened and tranfm uted 
conjecture and furmife into demonfi:ration, almoft 
intoproofpofitive, hedifcovered the whole to have 
originated in aflruggle between two fal1ions. He faw 

that both parties fought for power and dominion. 

under falfe colours; he beheld, with grief and 
indignation~ the fucceilive defeCtions, acts of 
apofi:acy, and repeated abufe of public confidence, 
by that defcription of men who ihould ever ftand, 
in this country, bet-ween the Crown and People, 
as the faithful and powerful guardians of their 

rights, with which their own are fo infeparably 
conneCted : he lamented a want of union 
or common counfel among the leaders of Op
pofition ; a certain ferocious, haughty fpirit, 
Impatient of controul or invefi:igation; ill

founded pretenfions, jealoufies, diftrufts, with 
all the concomitants of a fi:ate of things, in 
which almoft every individual member feemed 
more felicitous to promote his own interefi:, raife 
his confcquence, or gratify his atnbition on the 
firft opportunity, than to ftrengthen his party; 
much lefs to advance the intereHs of his coun
try .-On the other hand, he imagined, he had 
itill greater reafon to lament that unbounded influ
ence which the Crown poifeffes, and exercifes. 
by the means of its confidential inflruments, in 
etfeCling a fyfi:em of Government, by which 
Parliament are rendered independent of the 
People, and dependent on the i\1 inifters ; the 

I\1iul.il~rs arc rendered c.'l-'hcr , b ing direCted 

by 
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by thofe aCt:ive inftruments; and the conftituent, 
legiilative, and executive powers of the ftate~ 
are virtually made to concenter in one hand. It is 
true, it might furnifh a fubjeB: of curio-us in
veftigation to determine which entl of the' poli
tical chain receives the impulfe; whether the 
People operate on Parliament, Parliament upo 
.ll!Iiniflers, Mmi.fters upon the King's Friends, and 
the King's Friends on the King Himfelf; or whe
ther the Patr6n, ftanding at the other end of the 
wire, by contaCt, conveys the electric ftroke to 
his Inflruments, they again to the Phantoms in 
()ffice, who pafs the luminous and fubtile matter 
through more than ten thoufand channels to th 
Parliament and People. 

Befides barely afcertaining the value of public 
men by the events of the prefent American war, 
the Author willies to draw the attention of ·his 
readers, from the perfonal qualities of the 
feveral eminent perfons whofe charaB:ers he has 
attempted to delineate, to the caufes which have 
rendered them what they are ; and to the great 
caufe of all, the increafed influence of the Crown, 
operating from a preconcerted, confirmed Court 
fyflem, in a plan of favouritifm ; in which, tho~ 
the forms of the confi:itution be preferved., the 
Firft Magiil:rate is, in jaB, rendered as inde
pendent of every fpecies of conftitutional con
troul, as the mofi: defpotic Monarch in Eur9Pe: 
-The n.ltion would therefore have juft caufe k>f 
alarm, had not they the fureft pledge of tbei 
pol:tical fa!'J.)ation, in the innu1nerable and 

exalte~ 



xiv PR E FA C !!. 
exalted virtues and talents with wh1cfi his l'vfa~ 
jefty is known to abound. 

The Author now returns to the pofition he 
.firft fet out with ; and which, he trufls, will 
throw light on the fubjecr ; which is, that 
the following Sketches will enable the Public 
to form a true judgement of the political value 
of the parties and individuals of the leading 
.Members in both 1-Iou!es of Parliament. -
His fecond pofition is, that faCtion in the 
State has . produced a dangercus faElion in 
the Court, countenanced, aided, proteCted, 
fomented, and nouriihed by fome, 
whofe duty, interefr, and magiftratical obliga
tion fhould hav~ Uflited to difcourage faCtion 
any where, or upon any pretence. The Ame
rican war has fo intimate a connexion with 
the views of the faCtion defcribed in the fecond 
pofition, that the eventual fucce1s or mi!carriage 
of it will determine the wifdom, and, it is to be 
hoped, the exiflmce of a Court fyfrem, fo incon
gruous in its feve:al parts, and fo diretl:ly re
pugnant to the Jpirit of a mixed government) 
in which the confi:itution has marked out the 
boundaries, and apportioned, with fo much 
accuracy and precifion, the feveral powers it 
meant to lodge in different hands. 

~ ~rhefeweretheprincipal moti res that prompted 
the Author to this undertakino- in the heo-innino-

. . ~ b b1 

and mduced h1m to profecute it upon a laraer 
and more comprebenfive plan as he proceed;d :-

which 
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\Vhich, joined with its firft favourable reception> 
has encouraged hin1 to fubmit the following 
CharaCters in their prefent collected ftate. -He 
means, in future, to purfue the fame plan, as 
foou as a number fuHicient to form another 
publication fhall have made their appearance. 

On the whole, the Author Jays no claim to 
any merit, but that of drawing his materials 
from fources of genuine information, in the true 
fpirit, he hopes, of inhJJtional impartiality ; of 
forb ~u)ng to difguife or palliate the conduct of 
tven thole, w I ofe political fentiments m oft inti-
111Jtely correfpond \,'ith his own; and, above a11, 
of difdaining to level h's ihafts at a few un
popular individu, Is *; becaufe, befides the in
j ufrice and want of candour in making ~)ublic 
charges without a fuitable weight of proof to 
fubH:antiate th m, he faw it e:.uly, and now 
fincerely laments, that the public attention was 
injuc. iciouily ea led to improper objects ; while 
paL,-onage, fatlion, and a luft of dominio;;, were 
permitted to unite in eftabli 'hing a fyftem of 
adminifhation, which norbing but the perfonal 
and political VlrtU'"'S of he overeign can prevent 
from being totally fevered, and rendered, it 
leng~h, in: lependcnt of ev n the forms of the 
ftJnj~itution. 

• Lord.) Bu~c and l\1~~~.nsiicld. 

CONTENTS. 



C 0 N T E N T S. 

0 R D Mans field 
Lord Camden 
Attorney-General (Mr. Thurloe) 
Mr. Edmund Burke 
Lord Lyttelton 
Lord Chatham 
Lord George Germain 
Colonel Harn.S 
Lord Hillfborough 
Duke of Grafton 
Solicitor-General (Mr. vVedderburne) 
MF. Charles Fox 
Lord Suffolk 
Lord Shel burne 
Mr. Well bore Ell is 
Mr. )unning 
Lord Sandwich 
Duke of Richmond 
Lord North 

Page 
I 

6 
I I 

16 
22 

28 

37 
42 
48 

55 
67 
76 
84 
90 
97 

105 

11 I 

123 

1 34 



-
C H A R A C T E R S. 

LoRD M A N S F I E L D. 

~i~~CCORDlNG to the profeffed plan 
~ ~~ ~ of this Effay, I am obJiged to 
o§o~ A ~* take up this Nobleman's political 
~ ~ i~ and parliamentary charaCter in the 
£~i~.J1 year 1766. We find him, in the 
fpring of that year, for the firft time fince his 
taking his feat in the Houfe of Lords, feparated 
from Adminiftration ; and oppofing the mea .. 
fures which were fuppofed to be conduCted by 
the Marquis of Rockingham, then at the head of 
the Treafury. The queftion on which his Lord-
1hip and feveral others, not fuppofed to be inimical 
to the general mGafures of Government, differed 

B from 
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from the King's fervants, was, on the propriety 
of the repeal of the Stamp ACt. -y\7 e do not re
collect whether he openly or violently oppofed 
the repeal; but he certainly voted againft it. 
T'he celebrated Proteft, which followed the re
peal, was faid to have been drawn up under his 
Lord!hip's immediate infpetl:ion, and was looked 
upon at the time as one of the moft able per
formances, in that way, ever entered in the re
cords of Parliament. His uniform and fteady 
conduct ever fince, in the fame line, leaves no 
doubt but he entirely approved of all the mea

fures which foon after followed a change of Mi
niftry. In 1767 we find him fupporting the Port 
duties, propofed in the other Houfe by the Chan
cellor of the Exchequer. In 1 770 we again find 
him fupporting the partial repeal of thofe duties, 

and continuing the duty on tea, the itnmediate 
caufe of all our prefent difputes. It is on this 
great ground of the meafures relative to America, 
that we are enabled to decide on his Lordlhip's 
political charafter. His Lordfhip difapproved of 
the repeal of the Stamp AB:, becaufe he looked 
upon it to be a tacit relinquifhing of the fupreme 
authority of this country over America. When, 
therefore, Lord Rockingham and his friends went 
out, and left the declaratory law as a faZ.vo for the 
honour and, as he imagined, deferred power of 
Great-Britain, he united with Adminiftration, in 

thinking that the aCt for laying on the Port duties 
would be the means of breathina a foul into the 

9 
declaratory act, which, without it or fome other 

fpecies of acquiefcence and active acknowledgment 
on 
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Qn the part of America, muft remain lifelefs, nuga
tory, and ineffective; and when the duties on paper, 
painters colours, and glafs, as being commodities 
(!f natiye manufacture, were found to be repug
nant to the interefts of comn1erce, he approved of 
the repeal of thofe particular duties. The other 
parts of his political conduct, fo far as the fame 
related to meafures carried on in Parliament, feem 
to ~ave rather proceeded from an uniform fupport 
of Government, than any particular fentiments 
of his own, unlefs connected with the fyftem pur
fuing or meant to be purfued towards America. 
Among the latter were all the bills of coercion 
againfr America, in which the Quebec Act may 
be well included. Thofe fevera1 meafures he de
fended~ as they prefented themfelves, fo abJy and 
particular} y, nay, in fome infrances, fo very 
minutely, as to enter into the defence of the 
grammatical confrruC\:ion of feveral of the claufes ; 
tha~ his opponents in argument frequently charg
ed him with being the original framer and father 
of them ; but this we cannot by any means fup
pofe, his Lordfhip having repeatedly dij(:laimed 
in debate the le aft previous know ledge of their 
contents, or of having attended the bufinefs of 
the Cabinet for a confiderable time before the 
period here ad verted to. We !hall conclude the 
political character of this confummate Statefman, 
by obferving, that he has never yet deferted his 
principles; and that he has built all his arguments 
and reafonings, and drawn all his conclufions on 
this fingle fuppofition, that America has, from 
"he beginning, aimed at independency ; and that 

~ 2 the 
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the fartheft the people of that cou~try will ever 
be prevailed upon to confent to but b~ force a~d 
compulfion, will be an acknowledgment of the 
perfonal fupremacy of the King of Great Britain, 
detached in that infiance f~om, and unco~n~Eted 
with, his Parliam·ent. 

His Lordfhip's abilities as a Parliamentary 
Speaker, require the 'ban~ o~ a mafte~ · to do 
them juftice. 'The writer, confcious of his own 
inability~ therefore attempts only an hafty and 
incorreEt !ketch. His Lordfbip is certainly one 
of the greateft orators this country ever beheld. 
His powers of difcrimination are equalled by 
none of his cotemporaries. His memory is fo 
tenacious a'nd correct, that he fcarcely or ever 
takes notes ; and when he does, he feldom has 
recourfe to them. His references to expreffions 
which have fallen in the courfe of the debate, or 
his quotations from books, are fo faithful, that 
they may be faid to be repeated verbatim. The 
purpofes to which he employs thefe amazing ta
lents are 'fti 1 more ' extraordinary: if it be the 
weak part of his opponent's argument he refers 
to, he· is fure to expofe its fallacy, weaknefs, or 
abfurdity, in the moft poignant fatire, or hold it 
up in the moft ridiculous point of view. If, on 
the contrary, it be a point on which his adver
falfies lay their chief ftrefs, he ftates the words 
correctly' collects ~heir obvious meanino- can-

t:>' 
fiders the force of the· fevera1 arguments that have 
or may be railed upon them, with a precifion that 
would induce an auditor to almoft fuppofe h~ 

had 
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ad previouQy confidered the whole, and thrown 
his thoughts upon paper on the fubjetl:; and that 
his fpeech was the refult of this previous confi
deration. His judgement is no lefs found upon 
many occafions, than hig genius is extenfive and 
penetrating : for as he pours forth at pleafure 
ftrains of the moft bewitching and perfoafive 
oratory; fo his dexterity in bringing every thing 
offered on the other fide within a narrow com
pafs, and either entirely defeating its intended 
effect, or breaking its force, is hardly credible, 
but by fuch as have heard him. On the other 
hand, his Lordfhip is often rather fuperficiaJ, 
fubtil, and perfualive, than folid, logical, and 
convincing. He is fond of founds and appear
ances, and avails himfelf of his great oratoric 
powers, by courting the paffions. No m::tn 
knows better to direct his attack towards the 
preconceived prejudices of the majority of his 
auditors. He feems much more folicitous to per
fuade them that they are not acting wrong, than 
to convince them that they are acting right. 
His Lordfhip's genius feems to direct him this 
way; in fhort, the quicknefs and fenfibility of 
his eye, the animation of his countenance, the 
f weetnefs and diverfity of his voice, the graces, 
ftrength, and harmony of his elocution, all unite 
to render him the firft orator in either Houfe; 
bnt-fic tranjit gloria mundi-his voice, enuncia- · 
ti<;>n, and fpirits, to fay no more, feem to be 
very fenfibly on the decline ; the evening of his 
abilities, as well as of his life, begin to make 
~heir appearance at a diftance, and his Lordfhip's 
· · · .. · moft 
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moft folid enjoyments will fuortly be the co1:
Jcioufnefi of a life devoted to the interefls of hl~ 
~ountry> and the happinefs of human kind. 

LoRD C A M D E N. 

T HIS Nobleman was, on the change of 
Minjftry which was formed by Lord 

Chatham in July I 776, and thought for fome 
inonths to be Ul)der his controul and direction, 
appointed Lord High Chancellor of Great Bri
tain. His Lordfhip, previous tp his appoint-

. ment, fiood high in the opinion of the public, as 
well on account of his fl:rong intelleCtual powers 
and profeHional knowledge, as his laudable and 
hitherto unfhaken policical integrity. Brought 
in under the aufpices of his fieady friend, it may 
be prefumed their yiews and fentiments were the 
fame; happy for one of them, we believe, that 
·they had jeparately thought for themfelves. An 
opportpnity foon prefented itfe~f, which operated 
like the tquch of Ithuriel's fpear. Ou( new 
Chancellor was to be tried in the double capacity 
of Lawyer and Statefman. The Lord-Ma.vor of 
London, who happene~ to be a corni·actor, 
alarmed the Minifiry with an account of a fhort 
crop of corn at home, a failure of the harveft 
a~l over Europe, and a rapid exportation under 

the 
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the corn laws. The queftion came to be confi
dered in Cabinet ; a Royal Proclamation was 
ilfued, forbidding any further exportation; and 
the laws, at leaft in this inftance, were made to 
give way to the arbitrary mandates of the Council
table. The Cf'ories infiantly turned Wbig.s and 
Patriots, and arraigned the meafure as both an 
open attack on the confiitution, and a direCt in· 
vafion of the laws; they emphatically called it the 
forty days tyranny, and contended it was much 
more dangerous than the cafe of Ship Money, in 
the reign of Charles the Firft, or the difpenfiug 
power affumed by J ames the Second. The open
ing was given, the blot was hit; the meafure 
might be foftened or palliated, but could not be 
defended; yet, what was the noble Lord's con
duct? Did he confefs or acknowledge, that his 
feelings for the fufferings of his fellow-fubjetts 
mified his underftanding; or that this love of 
juftice, founded in governmental protection and 
political prefervation, directed or influenced his 
conduct? No, his Lordfhip ftood on the beaten 
ground of flate necejjity; and not only fixed the 
exercife of the royal prerogative in the firft ma
giftrate, where to be fure it fhould always 
refide, but endeavoured to inveft him with the 
opthn when, and on what occafion, with the 
advice of his Privy Council, that inherent prero
gative is to be exercifed, in diretl: contradiction to 
the known and ftatute law of the land, and the 
acknowledged principles of the conftitution. 
Such was part of the firft three months Chance1lor
ihip of the once celebrated Chief J uftice of the 

Coun -
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Court of Common Pleas. His Patron's infir
mity of body daily encrea!ing ; his weight in the 
dofet daily and proportionably decrea!ing; the 
the noble Duke * at the head of the Treafury foon 
attaching himfelf to anot er party, his Lordihip 
at once found himfelf frripped of his popularity, 
and rendered a cypher in the Cabinet; and thus 
for three tedious years remained a filent fpeB:ator 
in Parliament, while the ·Port American duty 
bill; the explanation by addrefs of the fratute of 
Henry the Eighth,' for the trial of offenders for 
crimes committed beyond fea ; and the affair of 
the Middlefex eletlion, feverally received the 
approbation of a majority, both in Cabinet and 
in Parliament. His Patron t having for fome 
time before refigned, and recovered his frrength 
and fpirits~ his Lord!hip caught the holy flame, 
and once more commenced Patriot. At the 
opening of the feffion in 1 7 70, he feparated from 
his colleagues in office, and condemned, in the 
moft unqualified terms, the conduct of Adminif
tration in the affair of Mr. Wilkes and the 
Middlefex eleB:ion. In 1774, the affairs of 
.. L\.merica having become a continual fubject of 
parliamentary difcuffion, his Lord!hip refumed 
his old line of politics, and has ever fince uni
formly continued one of the frrongeft advocates 
for the natural, chartered, and conftitutional 
rights of America, in contradiction to the minif
terial ~nd. parliamentary claims of this country. 
-He IS, mdeed, more able himfelf than a hoft 
of ordinary ad'&erfaries. 

• Duke of Grafton ·r Lord Chatham. 

His 
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His Lord !hip's parliamentary abilities are un

queftionabie. In point of contra.ft to the )aft noble 
Lord*, he is by no means fo great an orator, in 
the ftriCl: fenfe of the word ; but he is infi
nitely his fuperior in depth of reafoning, in 
logical definition, in the philofophical arrange
ment and feparation of his ideas, and in his 
knowledge of the fundamental laws of this 
conftitution. He never leaves thofe openings 
to his antagonifls, which eternaJly recur in the 
harangues of his learned and noble brother. He 
feldom addreffes himfelf merely to the paffions; 
;~nd if he does, he always almoft addrdfes them 
through the medium of true argument and found 
logic. In faCt:, if he was to fpeak in an audience, 
compofed of men of talents and experience only, 
there is no man in either Houfe would ftand the 
]eaft chance to contend with him for viCtory; but 
in merely driving or leading a herd, Lord Mans
field, Lord Chatham, and even Lord Lyttelton, 
are confeffedly his fuperiors. In refpect of deli
neation, Lord Camden is cool, deliberative, argu
mentative, and perfuafive. He is fond of firft 
principles; he argues clofely, and never lets 
them out of his view; his volubility, choice of 
language, flowings of ideas and words to exprefs 
them, are inexhauftible. The natural rights of 
the Coionifts, the privileges arfd immunitie.s 
granted by charter, and their reprefentative rights 
as native fubjects of the Britifh empire, are the 
[ubflrata on which he erects all his arguments, 
and from whence he drawi all his conclufions. 

~ LoJ:d Mansficld: 
c His 
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His judgment is, if poffibJe, frill greater in d:
bate, than his mere powe,rs of oratory as a publu; 
fpeaker. He either ta~es a pa.rt eady in it, .de
~ides the queftion, or embarraifes his adverfanes ~ 
or he waits till they have fpent all their force, anq 
~efts his attack .on fome latent or neglected point, 
overlooked, or little attended to in the ~ourfe of 
fhe debat~. In fine, as Lord Mansfield is th~ 
greateft orator, fo we do not hefitate to pronounce 
~amqen by much the moft able reafoner in fithet: 
H.oufe of Parliament. On the other hand, his 
Lordihip deals too tnuch in firft principles, de-:
nied or controverted by his ad verfaries; and 
feem~ more eager to cpnvince the people of Ame
rica, though at three thoqfand q1iles diftan~e, 
that they are right, than to perfuade his nobl~ 
auditory, that they at~e wrong. Many of his 
fpeeches bear an inflammatory appearance. I-Iis 

Ji!ence or acquiefcence ~n the meafures he now fo 
loudly cc :1 ~emns, t~kes off much of that weight 
his arg~ments muft be othe.rwife in titled to. His 
difcourfes are fom~times too fi,ne fpun and intri
cate, anq fometimes partake of the bar fubtilty, 
and refinement cf vYefl minfl:er~ Hall. On the 
whole, he feems difpofed to embarrafs and ~m
b:roil, even where he doe..) not expect to fucceed. 
1~his we take to qe a wanton abufe of his grea~ 
talents ; and. wJ1at, in our opinwn, he ought 
~bove all thtngs to totapy avoid, o~· ftudtoufly 
klrn tO correct. . 
• ' ) f 

~TTQRNEY~ 
• I 
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ATTORNEY -GENERAL. 

M R. THURLOE's political charaCter is little 
known; tho' his political conduCt and pri

vate and profeffior.al charaCter is pretty not· rious •. 
On the refignation of Mr. Dunning in 1 77o, he 
fucceeded that gentleman, under the patronage 
of the Houfe of Bedford, as Solicitor-General ; 
and early in the enfuing year, within the period 
of ten months, he fucceeded Sir William De 
Grey, appointed Chief Juftice of the Common
Pleas, in the office of Attorney-General. Two 
cirtumftances attended the fudden elevation of 
Mr. 'fhurloe, very uncommon, and we believe 
unprecedented, which were, that he was ap
pointed Solidtor-General fron1 a ftate of fome 
degree of profeffional obfcurity, and before he ·1 

was fo much as known, or .matriculated within the 
hallowed walls of St. Stephen; and that of courfe 
he arrived to the high pofl: he now occupies, Lefore 
he had any ftrik' ng opportunity of difplaying 
his talents, in the lucrative trade of parlia
mentary warfare. Mr. Attorney's operative or 
active principles are, we prefurne, well known; 
fo well, that we take the liberty to think~ that 
there is not a man in England of any party, fize of 
underftanding, or political complexion, whofe 

C 2 bufinefs, 
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bufinefs, views, or amufements, have led him 
to fpeculations of this kind, that is not firmly 
perfuaded, and fatisfad:orily informed, of the 
fieadinefs, uniformity, and inflexibility of. the ove~
ruling principle which governs and directs thts 
great officer's conduct ': though earth, hell, and 
heaven were to club their influences, and unite 
in threatening him with worldly difgrace, future 
punifhment, and eternal reprobation, they muft 
carry their threats into aCtual execution, before 
they could intimidate him from purfuing the 
great principle of his nature. There is, however, 
fomething bold, explicit, decifive, and open in his 
public conduct, which many of his partifans, who 
make high pretenfions to public virtue and po
litical perfection, are total fl:rangers to. \V he
ther it were the fhutting up the port of Bofton, 
or blowing it up, and razing it to its loweft 
foundations, by a· globe of comprejfion*; whether 
it were to eftabliih the Turkifh, the Gentoo, or 
the Romifh religion in the province of Canada; 
whether it were to bring criminals home to 
England to be tried for offences committed in 
America, or hang them by the more expeditious 
method of martial law, accompanied, for the 
fake of variety, by the knout or bow-firing ; 
whether it were to prevent the defcendants of 
George the Second from marrying before their 
cogitative and generative faculties were arrived at 
their full growth, or to pafs an editl: for their 
caflration ; whether it were to new model the 

* See Romanzow's account of the ftorm of Bender by the
Ruffians. 

charters 
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charters of the Eaft-India Cotnpany, or annihilate 
them by proclamation ; or whether to pafs a. 
law to extirpate rebellion in America, or for ex;. 
titP,ating the inhabitants, we prefume, would make 
very little difference with this great lawyer and 
ftatefman, provided he were fully perfuaded that 
fuch meafures would redound to the honour of 
his Royal Mafl:er, the projper :ty of his Country, 
the fecurity of the Conftitution, and the prefer
vation of the State. After this open, candid, and 
'Ihurloean manner of delineating this gentleman's 
character, developing his political opinions, and 
tracing his motives to their true fource, it will 
be needlefs to add any more, than that he pro
mifes fair to be fhortl y placed in a fituation 
where he will be entrufled with the ufe, keeping, 
and direftion of the King's confcimce. 

Mr. Thurloe, among fo numerous a body as 
the Houfe of Commons is compofed of, in fuch 
an affemblage of different fentiments, principles, 
and interefts, in fuch a confiicr or combuftion of 
wits, arguments, faction, and 3bfurdity, muft~ 
for many reafons, be always confidered as a firft
rate fpeaker. Probably the public may imagine, 
that we have ·mifplaced him in this noble and 
honourable catalogue. It n~ay be fo ; but, after 
the teftimony of impartiality we have jufi given, 
our judgment alone, we prcfume, will remain 
to be impeached. Such as it is, however, we 
mufr follow it; as it is the only guide we have 
hitherto permitted to lead us, or mean in future 
to follow : on this ground, therefore, we are 

not 
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not afhamed to affirm, that Mr. Thurloe is by 
much the m oft ufeful fpeaker, and forcible and 
powerful orator on the part of Adminiftration in 
the Houfe of Commons. He combats his ad
verfaries with almoft every fpecies of argument~, 
from the naked, unqualified, unfupported, flat 
affertion, or round contrad~Ction, down to the 
farcaftic joke. He is always plaufible, and is the 
beil: advocate in a weak caufe we ever remember 
to have heard. Without the graces of elocution, 
a chofen arrangement of words, a harmony of 
voice, or diverfity of cadence, there is an ex
preffion of countenance denoting a convift:ion of 
truth, a manner of preffing his arguments feem
ingly arifing from the fame fource, accompanied 
by a certain energy of expreffion, which, united, 
render him moft formidable and powerful in the 
line of parliamentary perfuafion. Were his 
fpeeches to be committed to paper, were time 
given to feparate the corn from the chaff and dttft 
which he fcatters around in order to blind his 
auditors ; were they to be naturally tried by the 
touchftone of truth, fought through the n1edium 
of reafon and fober inveftigation; they would 
often appear in all their naked defofmity ; fo

phiftry would be too often found fubftituted for 
argument, and mere confident affertion for in
difputable faB:s: but in the blind he~t of debate, 
where the attack and defence is fudden and un
forefeen, where majorities are to be joothed, hur
ried, m_ifled, .or furni_(hed with plaufible apologies 
for the1r voung agamft their own conviction ; 

where it is the bufinefs, nay employment of th~· 
advocate 
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~dvocate to conceal, exaggerate, or explain away; 
where the fpeaker, from his particular fituation, 
~s f~r removed from any degree of refponfibility 
for his affertions, opinions, or public counfels; 
~here few are capable of judging, fewer to de
tect, a~~d w?ere complete detection would be the 
work of as many days, as the mode of parlia
mentary difcuffion affords hours, Mr. Thurloe 
is not only a firfJ:-rate orator, but, to borrow an 
expreiDon from himfelf, he is an orator of the 
fir fl imprejjio11 • 

.. fhis 1k.etch contains almoft every thing ne
ceffary to the execution of our plan ; but, for 
uniformity fake, we will fay a word or two on 
tpe other fide. His voice is harfh, his manner 

, uncouth, his affertions made generally witho~t 
~ny great regard to the unities of time, place, or 
p,robability. His ~rguments frequently wild, 
defultory, an9 incoherent. His deductions, 
'Yhen clofely preffed, illogical; and his attacks 
qn his ad verfaries, and their friends, coarfe, 
v.ulgar, and illiberal, though generally humorous, 
~1rewd, and pointedly fe·vere. 

, , 
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MR. E D MU N D BUR K E. 

T HIS gentleman~s. firft appearance in public 

life was at the ume of the rep~al of the 

St mp Act, in the fpring I 766. He fnpported 

that meafure with great zeal and uncommon abi
liti ; and being a young Member, attraCted the 
attention of the Houfe in a very particular man ... 
ner. His political fituation grew from his con
nection with the Marquis of Rockingham, who 

was then Fidt Lord of the Treafury, and often

fible MiniH:er of the day, and to whom Mr. 

Burke was appointed Secretary. \Ve cannot fay 
but it was rather a misfortune for a man of fuch 
extenfive talents to come into parliament, and 
public life, under the immediate patronage, and 
almoft by the political creation, of a profeffeq 
formed party, fuch as that Lord R ockinghanl 
was looked upon to be at the head of. The 

public has a claim to the fervice of fuch men, 
and it is a pity that any attachments of honour, 

arifing from perfonal obligation or party en
gagement, ihould re11der the welfare of a man's 
country an objeCt: of but fecondary conuderation. -
Whether his conduct has beer 1iretted to his 
pwn perfonal advantage, or by motives of found 

patri?tifm, is ~1ore than we dare attempt to 

de~~de 
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decide on; but we can have no doubt that he has 
enlifted himfelf a party-man, perhaps more from 
convitlion than his accidental introduCtion into 
public Jife. Be that as it may, he has acquitted 
hin1felf as a moft able, faithful, fteady, and in
flexible partizan. He has whitewalhed the 
Whigs, and abfolved t~em of all their political 
tranfgreffions, fince the accellion of the Houfe 
of Brunf wick. He has not affirmed, in exprefs 
terms, that the law for repealing the triennial 
Act of Wi11iam the Third, and for eftablifhing 
feptennial parliaments, was a wife meafure; or, 
fuppofing it to be proper then, that it ihould 
have been continued after the caufe, for which it 
was enacted, ceafed to exift; no, he tells you, in 
his new Whig-creed *, that wife and able men 
have been of opinion, the inconveniences arifing 
from ihort parliaments would more than coun
terbalance the advantages; and fupported it with 
the following cogent reafon, within his own 
knowledge.-! have obferved (fays he) that the 
Members are always moft independent in the 
n1iddle of a feffion, the approacl1ing election a] .. 
ways rendering them more pliable and acqui.ef
cent to the prayers or mandates of the Minifter. 
We fhall not trace out this gentleman's prin
ciples, and defence of the vVhigs, further than 
to obferve, he has no objeCtions to Placemen, 
Officers Naval and Military in the Houfe of 
Commons, but he does not approve of Pen.fioner.s. 
In fhort, he liked the governm~nt of the Whigs . 
9ery we]], and Lord Rockingharn's particular 

• Thought• on the National Difcontents. 

D admini!l:ration 
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drrtiniftration beft of all. On the whole, it i3-
fufficient to obferve,, thati Mr. Burke is the 
oracle of the party he fo ably defends; that he 
is a zealous and an able advocate for the political 
and commetcial rights of Ameri€a, a warm de-· 
fender of the prbpriety of the repeal of the Stamp 
Afr~ and a profeifed oppofer of ev.ery meafure 
carried into execution refpetting that country, 
but fuch as oriainated under the adminiftration. 

0 

of his .. noble patron. 

No man in this country is fo well qualified, by 
nature and education, to be Minifter of the 
Houfe of Commons. Mr. Burke's powers of 
perfuafion would. on fame particulav occafions be 
irrefiftible, if not counteraCted or refifted by the 
weight and folidity of the precious metals. Hi~ 
fources of knowledge are inexhauftible and ex· 
tenfive; and his materials drawn forth with great 
judgment. His men1ory is faithful, and his mind 
teems with the m oft luxuriant imagery, cloathed 
in the mofr elegant language, and apt and happy 
mode of expreffion. His details often are inte
refting :and important, but always correCt :· his 
arguments are plaufible, generally logical, re
plete with information, and never fupported 
upon defigned mifre1>refentation, or wild random 
affertions, to anfwer the temporary purpofes of 
debate. His facts are feldom affumed, and when 
they are, he ingenuouily founds them on certain 
current opinions, perhaps controverted, but 
known however to exifr. This candour at once 
~enders hin1 the faireil: adverfary, and ftamps hi~ 

fpeeches 
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fpecches with a certain air of credit, veracity, 

t1nd authority, fe1dom due to any of his con

temporaries in either Houfe of Parliamen • 

His knowledge of parliamentary bufinefs is fo 

vaft .and multifarious, that there is no fubjett 
that comes under difcuffion, whether policiq, 

finances, commerce, manufactures, interna), P9-
lice, &c. with all their divifions and fubdivi

fions, which he does not treat in fo mafrerly 

and technical a manner, :1s to induce fuch as hear 

him to imagine he had dedicated a confiderable 

portion of his life to the inve!tigation of that 

particular fubjecr. Mr. Burke is not perhaps ~o 

logical, convincing, judicious and correct, as 

Lord Camden ; nor fo perfuafi.ve, gracefuJ, and 

fafcinating a fpeaker as Lord M ansneld : but in 
the laboured derail of oflice, in conneCting 

meafures with the motives which brought them 

into exifrence, in explanatory 9bfervations, and 

in purfuing mrafures to the probable confe

quences ariting from experience, and fupported 

by rational deducbon, he has moft undoubtedly 

no equal. If rhe impracticability of the American 

w~r , the interference of foreign powers, or any 

other accidental circumftance, either within or 

without, fhould happen, fo as to render it abfqlutely 

neceifary to change the fyfh;m w h ;eh has prevailed 

at St. J ames's flnce the corn men ement of tl e 

prerent reign, it is very probable this gt·ntle

man might fucceed to the Chancellorfhip of 

the Exchequer, and that for two reafons; bc

caufe we think. him the moft c~pable man in 

D 2 England _ 
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Enoland for the office, the prefent Chancellor 
not ~xcepted ; . and becaufe, unlefs in the fingle 
inftartce of America and a double Cabinet, the 
creed of the modern 'l'ories and modern Whigs 
feem only to differ in name: nor can we dif
cover a tittle in Mr. Burke's political opinions, 
his perfonal attachment to Lord Rockingham 
only excepted, which would prefent a fingle 
obftacle to his accepting the Chancellorfhip of 
the Exchequer under any Minifter, who would 
confent to transfer the power of the J unto to the 
refponfible Cabinet. 

This fketch we prefent to our readers, as 
a very imperfect attempt to delineate the un
common parliamentary abilities of this great 
political genius. -We cannot, however, dif
mifs this fide of the picture, without obferv
ing, that his abiliries are accompanied with 
a Vf!ry extraordinary -inftance of an union of 
talents, fcarcely compatible·; for it is difficult 
to decide whether he fpeaks or writes better, or 
whether he deliberates with greater judgment, or 
plans or directs with greater aptitude, fagacity, . 
and forefigh~. 

On the other hand, Mr. Burke is excurfive, 
injudicious, and pedantic. His wit fomerimes 
degenerates into buffoonery and ill-nature, and 
his oratory into bombaft and mere fuftian. 
His voice is not, at the beft, one of the moft 
harmonious~ he frequently negleCts tQ manage 

it, 
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it, and in the warmth of' debate often becomes 
fo hoarfe as to render his accents difionant, ·and 
nearly unintelligible: he has neither a very ex
preffive or animated countenance, nor does he 
feem, any more than Phil. Stanhope, to have 
courted the Graces with any degree of fuccefs~ 
in point of attitude, or the ufe he makes of his 
hands, head, feet, and arms. 

On the whole, in fpite of his flights through 
the regions of imagery, his frequent deviations 
from the queftion in debate, his dwelling upon 
trifles, when matters of importance abound, 
with feveral other defetts,, which are manifeftly 
thick-fown through his harangues, he is indubi
tably by much the moft powerful and beft in
formed fpeaker, on either fide, in the Houfe of 
Commons. 

LORD 
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LoRD L Y T T EL '"f 0 N. 

T HIS young Nobleman at a very early 
period of life felt the effeB:s of party-rage. 

He was returned for the borough of Bewdly, 
at the general eleB:ion in 1768 ; but the late 
·Noble Lord, his great and amiable father, being 
then in oppofition, and many of his difcourfc:s 
proving rather unpalatable to thofe who led the 
p1ajority, Volpone *, the old Minifterial Ma
nager of the 1-Ioufe, though then removed to 
another manfion under the fame roof, inter
f~red by the means of his agents fo effeclually, 
as to filence the young orator, by giving his 
feat to his opponent, after he had poffeffed it for 
the greater part of the firft feffion. From thence 
we hear nothing of him, till his fucceedino- to his 

j b 

feat in the Houfe of Peers., on the death of his 
father. We feel ourfelves embarraffed in this 
part of our tail{; for how is it poffible to deli
neate the political charaCter of a man, who, fince 
his appearance on the public ftage, has betrayed 
fu.ch a verfatil.ity of conduCt:? Groping our way 
Nlthout any hght to guide us, we cannot better 
e:x:prefs our own judgment, than by having re-

• Lord Holland. 
courfe 
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courfe to a line of the well-known Richard Sa
vage, of il)egitimate and poetical memory, in 
a poen1 celebrating the advantages arifing from 
being born without a father; 

" He ihines eccentric, like a comet's blaze.u 

If this ~onveys too vague and inde.finite an 
idea of his political principles, we prefume it 
may be further illuftrated by the following ihort 
detail of his conduct in Parliament. He has 
voted with the Court, and againft it, in the fame 
feffion, and that on the great American queftion. 
He defended the OEebec bill very warmly, 
againfr the attack made on it by Lord Chatham. 
He fupported the fame Nobleman in his motion 

for withdrawing, the troops in January I 7 7 5 
from Bofron. 

He continued wavering the remainder of the 
feffion,_ till towards the conclufion, when he once 
more defended the ~ebec bilL At the opening 

of the laft feffion he fpoke and voted againft the 
Addrefs, in anfwer to the King's fpeech, and 

maintained this oppofition on the next great 
queftion., relativ-e to the illegality of introducing 

foreign troop~ into the garrifons of Gibraltar and 
1v1inorca, without the previous . confent of Par-
liament. Since that time, nay immediately, he 
fupported the meafure <L:halked out in the fpeech, 
without the public communications defired; and 
has acquiefced in the meafure relative to the 

Hanoverians, 
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Hamo•erians, though no redrefs, for what his 
Lordfhip thought fit to call a grofs. and ope~ vio
lation of the Confiitution, has been hitherto gtven. 
His Lordfhip holds the abilities and politics of 
Adminiftration in a very cheap light; he has 
told them fo. He is a \Vhig in principle, he 
has declared it ; yet he has adopted, fupported~ 
and bepraifed the meafurts of thofe very Minifters, 
and deferted thofe very principles it was his 
greateft pricle publicly to avow. He votes with 
Tories, in fupport of 1~ory doCt:rines; he co
operates with men he knows to be aCting under 
the dominion of Tory influence. 

We do not by thefe faCl::s, thus ftated, pretend 
to decide whether the principles he has taken up, 
or thofe he has deferted, are better fuited to the 
genius and the true conftitution of our govern
ment; but we would earneftly recommend to the 
Nob le Lord to adopt fome certain fpecific prin
ciples, to adhere to fome fyftem, or to abftain 
froQ1 giving decided opinions, till, in the lan
guage of his noble friend*, he fhall have learned 
to make up his mind. A glare of talents, an im
patience to render hirhfelf confpiccous, ha!» led 

· "this young Nobleman into many politi!.:al abfur
dities. He fhould of all thinas have moft care-

. b 

· -ful\y avoided giving the' tone in Parliament; he 
fuould have ftaid back, and received it from his 
feniors, men 111ore able, and perhaps better in
formed. There were many reafons which do not 
come within our plan to enutner~te·, nor would 

• Lord North,. 

at 
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· at all be material to our purpofe, that fhould 

have whifpered to him the impropriety of diftin ... 
guiiliing himfelf ~sa parliamentary leader. Too 
eager for power, let him take care~ be the event 
of the prefent party ftruggles what they mayt 
that fome unknown unexpeCted current will not 
fet in fo as to carry him far wide of his intended
port. His Lordfhi p feems to be fond of 
traverfe failing. Let him beware, however, 
with all his }kill, that he has not lofl more way 
than he made, fince his lafr departure. 

His Lord £hip's talents as a public , fpeaker 
are acknow !edged on all hands. His oratory, 
it is true, is of tfie declamatory kind ; but is, at 
the fame time, fo enriched with general and par
ticular knowledge, by an acquaintance with 
the greateft orators of Greece ' and Rome, 
.firengthened by found obfervation, quicknefs of 
parts, and a fubtle penetrating genius, as to re
tnove it far above thofe lifelefs or paffionate 
turbulent harangues, which genera11y pafs under 
that defcription. 

The tenor of feveral of his early fpeeches, 
with the energy and animation which accom
panied them, were better calculated than any we 
have heard, to call forth the fpirit and rouze 
the indignation and refentment of the Engli!h 
nation, in defence of what his Lordfhip looks 
upon to be the conftitutional rights of this 
country. His language is flowing, well chofen~ 

E and 
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and correCt; his obfervations pointed, and di .. 
rected with judgment; his delivery fometim~ 
oraceful and animated ; never cold, flat, or un
~outh. He can reafon well, and in detail; but 
it does not feen1 to be his fort. Nature, habit, 
and inclination invite him to alrail his auditors 

through the medium of their paffions; confe

quently he deals more in the bold, the inflam. 

matory, and pathetic, than in laboured argu
ment, definition, or logical deduction. He is 
remarkably judicious in debate, feldom de. 

viating, and never lofing fight of the queftion 

under difcuffion ; and if he does, he always re
turns in time to the main road, and pufhes 
forward with redoubled force and augmented 
vigour ; in fhort, there is in fome of his fpeeches 

a warmth of expreffion, a ftrength of colouring, 

a grace, and a paffionate delicacy, that are not to 
be found in thofe of any other, in either Houfe 
of Parliament. 

On the other hand, his Lordfhip is too eager 
for renown, and catches too greedily at perfec
tion. He has over-frudied the graces of atti
tude and of elocution, which fometimes make 
him neglect: matter, for mere found and outfide; 
and V:hat is ~ather unfortunate, his labours ope
rate 1n an mverfe direction ; for he frequently 
manages his voice fo dextroufly th~t you cannot 
hear a fy liable he utters, and he then appears in 
the direct: act of a poftur~- m after or a modern 
harlequin. He is all action, in ft;ict conformity 

to 
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to that fage advice of the great n1after of his pro
feffion. If he had lefs ofGarrick and ~1intilian in 
his voice and manner, and more of Lord Camden 
and Lord George Germain, he would certainly 
cut a much more refpectable figure than he does.. 
His voice is but middling at the befi: ; and it is 
certain he has fpoiled it by a pedantic and 
theatric afft:ctation of introducing into it a variety 
of which it will never admit. Like all mere 
orators, he never wants faCts to fupport argu
m,ents, nor arguments of courfe from which he 
may draw dedutlions favourable to his caufe. 
This is nothing peculiar to him ; for it is com
mon to the whole race of orators, from Ifocrates 
to Charle~ Townfhend. On the whole, however, 
Lord Lyttelton is at prefent the moft able fpeaker 
on the part of Admin1frration, after Lord Mans
field ; and the mofr able in the HouCe, allowing 
for all his defects, which are indeed much more 
numerous than here rehearfed, after the laft
n1entioned noble Lord, and the Lord~ Camden 
and Chatham. 

E 2 The 
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The EARL of CH A T HA M. 

A s the political conduct of the feveral cha.
. raB:ers we have already drawn, or mean 

hereafter to delineate, conftitutes part of our 
plan, we find ourfelves much embarraffed to at
tempt, within the fcanty limits fet to publications 
of this kind, even a !ketch of the eminent Statef
.man and Orator, who is t-O be the fubjeB: of this 
day: one of the moft celebrated, we will venture 

to affirm, that has appeared on ' the public il::age 
in this country, or perhaps in Europe, fince the 
commencement of the prefent century ; whether 
viewed in thP. light of an illuftrious Citizen, 

fwaying, leading, controlling, or direCting his 
fellow--fubjefts in their feveral combinations, in 
their confi:ituent and le-giilative capacities, up to 
the great efficient governmental powers of the 
ftate ; or as operating with no le is facility, fuc
cers, and irrefiftible dominion, over the whole 

and almoft every individual member of ~he grand 
European republic. In this point of view the 
tail<: would indeed be great; luckily, however, 
it does not properly fall within our province: 
this great man does not come under our obferva
tion, for the fi~ft time, till the year 1766; that 
remarkable penod, when he exhibited in one day 

(;() 
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to three aflonifhed kingdoms, in his own perfon, 
the Statefman outwitted, the Patriot difkraced, and 
the il:aunch Whig becon1e a :fory, as well in prin
ciple as conduCt. We leave to the able Hiftorian, 
and the well-informed Memoir-writer, his Lord
ihip's detailed character as Prime Miniil:er, or 
rather civil dictator over the Britifh empire, and 

the great arbiter of the interefis of Europe; a 
\vork, we dare ventllre to foretell, which will out
live the language in which it will be firft written~ 
and the liberties of that country over which he 

prefided for nearly five years with fo abfolute a 
fway. 

It is with infinite reluctance we draw our ma

terials from any thing which may bear the moil: 
diftant app~arance of private unauthenticated 
anecdote, or party mifreprefentation: but as the 

changes which preceded his Lordihip's elevation 
to the Peerage, b:come neceffJry to place that 

ftrange revolution in modern politics in a proper 

point of view; and as the faEt·s here ftated were 
of public notoriety, and remain uncontroverted 
to th~s day, or came to the writer's knowledge 
through a channel by which he could not be de
ceived, he flatters himfelf, fuch being the fources 
he draws from, that he will fl:and fully excufed 
to the publi£ for this feeming deviation fron1 his 

original pl n. 

Lord Bute had fcarcely retired from the helm, 
when he repented of the fucceffor * he had him~elf 

* Mr. George Grenville. 
recommended. 
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recommended. A negotiation was therefore 
opened in the autumn I 763 with Mr. Pitt, and 
fome of his friends. He had two or three con
ferences on the fubjett with a Great Perfonage; 
but the affair came to nothing. The eniuing 
fummer again a larger communication was 
opened. Lord (now Duke of) Northumberland 
was talked of for Firft Lord of the Treafury. 
Lords Temple and Lyttelton were invited, and 
ieveral confultations were held at Sion-houte. 
This attempt terminated like the }aft, and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer kept his ground 
another feffion. Thofe brigues and cabals, it 
may be well fuppofed, greatly difgufled him. 
Several direCt difagreements arofe between him 
and fome of his patron's neareft friends. He 
i1nagined he began to take root. Lord Bute's 
brother was difmilfed., in confequence of that 
imagination; but he foon found to his coft, that 
he had at leaft done a very imprudent act, for 
fuddenly another negotiation was fet on foot. 
Mr. Pitt had been tried direEtly, and Lord 
Temple obliquely: now Lord Temple was tried 
directly in his own perfon. The late Duke of 
Cumberland was alfailed5 and even fubmitted to 
be the bearer of the preliminaries on which the 
parties were to treat. Lord Lyttelton \VJS pro
pofed by his P.oble relation to prdide at the Trea
fury or Council -table; and feveral other ar
rangements were partly fixed. This met with 
the fate of the two former negotiations. Lord 
~'emp:e refufed to take part in any Adminiflra
uon Wlthout Mr. Pitt's confent ; the latter did 

not 
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not approve of Lord Bute's interference ; and 
whatever efteem and veneration they might en .. 
tertain for his Royal Highnefs as a foldier, they 
freely declared their unwillingnefs to enter into 
any Adminiftration in which he might be fup
pofed to have any particular weight and in
fluence among the majority of the Cabinet, as 
they were very doubtful of his pe>litical talents. 
In this confufed ftate of things, the party called 
the Old Whigs accepted of the offer. Mr. Gren
ville and the Bedford party were difmiffed. Lord 
Rockingham was called to the Treafury. Thia 
Adminiftration had many powerful impediments 
to ftruggle with, and was fcarcely formed, when 
it received a mortal blow by the death of the 
Duke of Cumberland. It lived its year out, 
however; and now the laft fatal attack was to be 
made on the once great Commoner and able 
Statefman. In the fummer I 766, this attempt 
fucceeded. Mr. Pitt applied now to Lord 
Temple, as the former did to him the preceding 
year. Lord Temple propofed Lord Lyttelton 
for two or three Cabinet appointments. The 
Prefidency of the Council was fpoken of. No, 
replied the great Commoner, that is engaged to 
Lord N orthington, then Secretary of State. 
No, Conway frays in, and Lord Shelburne is to 
be the other. One or two other places were 
n1entioned: No, fays the great Commoner, the 
noble Lord !hall have a pen.fion. The propofition 
was treated with difdain. The interview ended 
abruptly on that, as well as fome other accounts, 
entirely unnecelfary here to repeat. His Honour 

w~s 
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was created Earl of Chatham, and appointed 

Privy Seal. Several of his Lordfhip's moft. fieady 
friends were turned out, and feveral of h1s moft 
declared enemies either plac d or penfioned by 
himfllf; among w born were many of the in
timate, and fome of the confidential friends of 

the Earl of Bute-Perhaps as worthy tnen as 

himfelf. 

His Lordfhip's firft aB: of power, relative to 
iffuing the Proclamation prohibiting the expor

tation of corn, in direCt contradiCtion to an ex

prefs aB: of parliatnent, with the jufrification of 

that meafure in Parliament, has been fo often 
canvaffed, that nothing remains to be faid on the 

matter now, which would ferve to excufe or con

demn him: the fubjecr has been exhaufted, and 
the merits have been long fince reduced to a 

fingle alternative; whether his Lordfhip meant 
it as an aB: of the moft exalted benevolence, in 

the execution of which, as one of the writers of 

the day faid, he haz-arded his precious 1zeck, or 
whether he did it by way of mere experiment, to 
know what analogy there was between the power 
of the n1odern Council - table, and the Star

Chamber and High Commiffion Courts, as ex

ifting in the reigns of the Tudors and the firft 

St~ta~ts,. when exercifed by a great and patriotic 
~\th.n1fter,. for the good of his country; nay for 
1t~ fa~vat10n, or, as more technically expre.ffed by 
hts fnend the Chancellor,* falus populi e.ft Juprema 
lex. Thofe are all ffi(ltters of doubt and uncer~ 

• Lord Camden. 
tainty; 
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tainty ; but we can no; pretend to guefs from n1o
tives of falfe politenefs, where we have the moft 
undoubted documents to direB: us. His Lord
fhip voted the preceding feffion for the repeal of 
the Stamp ACt. He chafe a Chancellor of the 
Exchequer,* who thought proper to contradict 
every fyllable he uttered, and every doctrine he 
laid down. The American Port duties were the 
firft fruits of his adminiftrati0n. If, according 
to his own logic upon a former occafion, he 
wiihed not to be made refponfible for meafures 
he was not permitted to guide, why did not he 
refign as foon as the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
moved in the Committee of Supply for laying 
duties on paper, painters colours, tea, and 
glafs, imported into America? Or, at leaft, why 
.did not he difmifs a man who he might eafily 
have perceived only wanted to difgrace him, and 
who he always knew envied, feared, and de
·~efi:ed him ? His Lordihip's apo1ogifts fay, that 
it was a fevere illnefs which prevented his pre
fence in town, and his attendance in Parlian1ent 
and the C~binet. He himfelf has faid, that 
the R--1 promife of fupport, countenance, 
and confidence, was broken, and that his Trea
furer t betrayed him. All this may be ftrictl y 
.true; but our faith does not go, nay cannot be 
]trained to the fiighteft leaning of credibility to fo 
improbable a ftory: pro1nifes might have been 
broken, friends might have been treacherous ; 
but neither falfe friends nor R--1 L rs 

~ ~harles Townfuend. 
F 

t Duke of Grafron. 
could 
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could hinder him from maintaining his principles-y 
~nd vindicating his injured honour. But enougH 
of the Lord Privy Seal; . he went out like a 
candle's end, ·and we hea~d no more of him till 
the year 1770, whe'n he once more commenced a 
flaming patriot, and, as far as his health would 
permit~ .. he has continued fo ever fince. 

If we found ourfelves embarraffed in fketching 
out a few of the leading features of this political 
phrenomenon, in the charaCter of a Statefman, 
we 'find ourfelves no lefs puzzled to fpeak of him 
as an Orator. Contrary to the general opinion of 
the majority of all parties, his Lordfbip is made 
to give way to Lords Mansfield and Camden; 
but we repeat once more, that we are guided by 
nothing but our own judgment, which, however 
flender, we chufe to follow, be-caufe we would 
rather be taxed with ignorance, than be con
fcious of courting popular approbation at the ex
rence of truth, at leaft of impartiality. 

Lord Chatham's oratory differs from any thing 
we e:er he.a:d uttered, or any rule or example ex:. 
tant m :wntmg. It has conftquently one merit, 
it is all his own ; was fabricated by him, and will 
certainly die with him. The marvellous, the 
bold,. ~he extravagant; the improbable, are [eve
tally h1s fort. 

His tJratory in Parliament refembles the ro
mances of the laf\: century, or rather the ficrions, 

abfurdities 
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~bfurdities, and monil:rous tales, which were the 
offspring of the ignorance, falfe gallantry, and 
wild enterprizing fpirit of the middle ages. His 
talents were brought forth to public view at a 
moft favourable time, when an univerfal fpirit 
of diffatisfaB:i.on ran through almoft every degree 
of people againft W alpole. He opened a thou
fand various batteries of abufe againft his ad
nlinifi:ration. He faid every thing that catne 
uppermoft. He caught the affeCtion and con
fidence of the people. He fpread a degree 
of enthufiafm out of doors, which had be<!n 
fcarcely ever known before ; and, at length, 
felt the flame in his own breaft: and thus, from 
a variety of circumftances, eftabli!hed a domi
nion over his auditors, that Charles Townfhend, 
Pratt, or Murray, who were infinitely his fupe
riors; either as regular orators or found fpeakers, 
were never able to obtain. His Lordihip's 
talents for public fpeaking are fo univerfally 
known, and have been fo often ably commented 
on, that little remains to be faid ; but juft to 
give one inftance of his manner and matter; 
which will explain how far his mere powers of 
debate excel his powers of true oratory or found 
reafoning.--On his motion for withdrawing the 
troops from Bofton, the beginning of laft fef
fion but one; a thrill of aftonifhment, accom
panied by the ftilleft filence, pervaded every part 
of the Houfe, on his faying, " Three millions of 
Whigs with arms in their hands, nearly allied to 
the \V higs of England and Ireland, will never 

F 2. fubmit, 
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fubmit, &c."-This was the fpecies of oratory 
by which he was wont to flrike his adverfaries 
dumb, make Minifters tremble, and Englifhmen 
entbujiajls. There was, however, one thing 
which his harangues produced : he perfuaded this 
nation that they were irriftfiible and invincible; 
he lived to prove the truth of what he foretold; 
and he is one of the few orators who from defign, 

or a mere enthufiaftic fpirit, ever dealt in pro
phecy, and at the fame time jufiified his pre
ditl:ions.-But for mere uniformity, his Lord
fhip's parlian1entary portrait might here be very 
properly clofed. His language is neither flow

ing nor elegant ; he frequently repeats the laft 
words of the preceding fentence in order to 

affift his memory ; he fcarcely ever attempts to 
prove any thing; confe.quently his facts are mofHy 
fabricated by himfelf, and his conclufions fo 

many diCtums raifed on premifes, borrowed, in
vented, or atfumed. 

LoRD 
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LoRD GEORGE GERMAJN. 

T HIS noWe L-ord's political character .Jies 
within a narrow compafs; baving heard 

very li~tle of him in this line (to borrow _a fa
vom·ite expreffion of his friend H .owe) but that 
he enjoyed a place of no Fefponfibility under .the 
fucceffi ve adminiftratioos of the Marquis of Rock
ingham., Lord Chatham, and t·he Duke<>f·Graf
ton. A bout .three years .fince~ though uncon
neCted with .any particular fet of men, and 
feemingly in oppofition to the Court, he fuddenly 
~merged out of his political obfcurity-, and took 
':t very warm, confpicuous, and decided part .in 
ParJiament, relative to the inquiry into the ftat'e 
and condition of the affairs .of the Eaft-India 
'Company. He was a buttrefs· to the Miniftec 
on that trying occafl.on~ and helped him to fur
mount the difficulties thrown in his way with a 
plaufibility and addrefs well fuited to his fituation, 
and perfectly correfpondenr~ as the events which 
have fince happened have fully proved, to .his 
future views of ambition and active life. It ·was 
a very favourable, nay lucky circumftance for ·th~ 
noble Lord * who took the lead in that bufinefs, 
.and who, in the progrefs of it, found hi.mfelf 

-Lord North. 
powerfully 
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powerfull y oppofed in the Cabinet, that he wa3 

fupported in P arliament by th ree perfo ns fup

pofed to be warm in oppofition, namely, the 

noble Lord who is the fu bject of the prefent ob

fervations, Sir William Meredith , and Mr. Corn

wall. It gave a complexion ,to the meafure~ 

which nothing but time and a change of fituation 

could develope or make intelligible. 

The rera foon approached, which wa!j to Jay 

the immediate foundation for bringing his L·ord

fuip in a much more elevated and confequentia:l 

point of view than he had hitherto appeared. 

Towards the clofe of the feffion now adverted to, 

the Minifter, as a counterbalance to the ravages 

he had committed on the Eaft-India Company, 

gave them leave, by a bill exprefly paffed for 

that purpofe, to export their teas to North A tne

rica. This confequently drew the old difpute, 

fubfifting !ince I 768, relative to the duty laid on 

that commodity, into queftion. What happened 

on that occafion, is too recent in every perfon's 

memory to require a recapitulation. The tea, 

in whatever port it arrived, was either fent back 

unopened, or was defi:royed. The people of 

Bofton led the way; and, as the moft violent and 

outrageous, incurred the refentments of the Court 

and Adminifi:ration. Unwilling, however, to 

puih matter~ ~to extremity; or fearful, more pro

bably, to ratte a ftorm in which they migbt be 

fuip-wrecked ; the feilion of I 7 74 comn1enced, 

and was ?eld f?r fome weeks without any part'

cular nouce bemg taken of the ftate of affdirs in 

America,.. 
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m erica. A fpirit of temporizing and procrafii
pation, fuch as had for the four preceding years 

prevailed, feemed frill to pervade the King's fer
vants A gentleman*, however, fl:rong in op
pofition, broke this minifl:erial repofe. He roufed 
the Minifters from thofe deceitful, unwholtfome 
flum~rs in which they had fo long remained, fo 
much to their own difgrace, and the difhonour of 
the nation. He gave notice, that on a particular' 
day he would move for a Committee of the' 
whole Houfe, to enquire into the American af
fairs. On that day the Minifier.'s mouth was 
l)pencd: he found himfelf preifed ; and n1ade an 
aCt of duty, what merely proceeded from necejjity. 
It was not till the gth of March I 774, that Lord 
North moved for a Committee ; nor was it till 
that day, ~at, for the firft tilne, Lord George 
Germain openly declared his fentiments upon 
the fupremacy o~ the Britifh Legifiature, as a mea
fure of Government, over all and every of the 
dominions and dependencies of the Britifh Crown. 
The firft fruit of the refolutions come to in the 
Committee, and which were expre~y declarative 
of that right in the m oft unlimited · and uncondi
tion.al ' terms, was the Bofton Port Bill. His 
Lordfhipfupported and defended this bill through
out ; bot a-s he only looked upon it to be a mere 
law of punijhment, no further effeCtual, than as 
it might be fuppofed to operate on the inhabi
tants, he fuggefted a bill of protection to thofe 
w o were to be 'employed in carrying the provi-

ons of the aCt into execution. This was th<; 

• Colonel Jennings. 
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rife of the bill for the trial of perfons charged 
with offences in North Ameri£a,. in any other 
province

7 
or for. bringing. the01- over to England. 

The law had a double view. h was defigned tQ 

J>rotett the military,. when called out to the aid 
()£the civil power, from the prejudiced verdict 
pf a Pr.ovincial Jury, as well as to br-ingoffenders 
in that €OUntry to juftice,. eit~r in fame other 
~olony or i~- Great Britain. The out-line of 
~is biU was. re~ommended by his Lordfhip. It 
was adopted with gratitude,. and purfued with: 
fteadinefs hy the Minifter, till it received the royal 
affent. This,. and the other which followed it 

that f0r altering the charter of Maff~chufett's 
Bay., were both of his Lordfhip"s hand, at leaft 
the former; and it is now only in the womb of 
time to decide, whether they were the wifefl, OJ; 

moft pernicious, that ever received the fanttion o~ 
a- Briti!h Parliament. 

This Nob]eman"s political character prefents 
little more worthy of public notice, till his en~ 
trance into office I aft winter, buc his voting with, 
the Minifter upon a declared principle that the 
'Briti.ih Parliament have a clear, decifive, con
:ftitutional right to bind the American Colonies 
jn all cafes whatfoever;. and in purfuance of that 
right,. to accept of no conceffional compromife ;, 
to accede to no conciliatory propofition, ihort of 
~nconditional fubmiffion. As his Lordfhip has 
acted epenly, fo he has adhered to his declara
tions with all poffi ble fteadinefs. l-Ie has aiven 

:l tone of vigour in del ~beration, and ~tlacri~y in 

e~ecution 
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xecution, unknown in the Cabinet or in office 

before his appointment; and be th~ event of the 
prefent momentous flruggle what it may, truth au
thorizes us to acknowledge, that as far as people 
at a diftance may with confidence pronounce, he 
is one of the few who can be felected from any 
party, that has made his official conduct: exactly 
correfpond with his parliamentary declarations, 
hitherto at leaft, without any mixture of tergiver
fation or alloy. 

His Lordfhip's abilit'es as a fpeaker are 1mi· 
vcrfally confeffed. If he be not fo diffufive or 
well informed as Mr. Burke, nor fo fubtle, per
fuafive, or confident as Mr. Thurloe, he has 
very fingular advantages over either of them. 
He always confines himfelf to the fubject of de
bate. He never fails to keep fome point, Of\ 
which the weight of it turns, fteadily in view. 
He approaches with a moderate but fteady fl:ep; 
and is generally fure to carry home conviCtion to 
the underftandings, as well as to the hearts of 
his hearers. His manner is peculiar; his ftile 
is nervous and manly; his language elegance 
itfelf; and his obfervations pointed, fen ten .. 
tio 1s, and convincing. He never affeCts to fay 
1 ining or v/tty things, nor lays the leaft foun
d .. ion for regret in his auditors, but when he 
fi~s down. 

On the other hand, - there is a certain failure 
~n .. is voice, and labour in his delivery, that is 
· t yr- ry lea H a ; his cadences ar~ uniform, 

G and 
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and far from being harmonious. His Lord .. 
fuip does not much abound in that kind of 
matter which may be fuppofed even to lie 
diretl:ly in his way; he deals moftly in pro ... 
pofitions controverted by his antagonifts, and 
argues from them as principles already proved 
or a.!fented to. His fpeeches are rather confir
m~tiv~ thap perfu4!ive ; better calculated to 
keep his friend~ with him, than to bring profe. 
lytes over to his opinions. In fhort, hi• 
Lordfhip is deficient in illumination, variety 
flrnd detail ; or, if within his reach, neglects to 
11fe them ; by which means the judicious and 
correCt arrangement of his matter is hardly fuffi .. 
~ient to compenfate for. his feeming obfcurity 
~nd frerility of invention. 

CoLONE~ 
. , 

B A R RE. 

mHE rank here affigned to this gentleman, 
-'- as a Parliamentary Speaker, fecond on the 

~ppofition lift in the Houfe of Commons, may 
probably he controverted by the majority of our 
re.aders: but. we repeat this apology, that we 
wifh to be Impartial ; that unconnected with 
faCtion or even party, whether in or out of 
~dminiftration, we feel no predilection for 
~~~y m~n ~r kn.,ot of roeq wha.~foever, but wh~t 

thei 
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their public virtue or abilities entitle them to; 
and farther, that we find very powerful objec· 
tions to the pretenfions of the only two competi
tors (Mr. Dunning and Mr. Fox) who could 
have poffibly ftood in the way of the precedence 
here given. 

. Colonel Barn?s firft appearance within that 
circle, which is the prefent objeCt of delineation, 
was under the aufpices of Lord Chatham in 
I 766, when, as the noble Earl expreffed himfelf 
on a fubfequent occafion; " he found himfelf 
over-ruled by a fecret influence, fuggefted; 
nourifhed, and fupported by fecret treachery, of
ficial power, and public coun ils, by which he 
learned, when it was too late, that there was fame
thing within the Court greater than the King him
felf." He continued, under this adminiftration, 
one of the Vice-T'reafurers of Ireland, till the 
difmiffion of his noble friend, Lord Shelburne, 
from office, whofe political fortunes he had 
fhared fince his firft appearance as a public man ; 
and till that period fo juftly defcribed by the 
noble Earl firft mentioned, when " there were 
not two planks of the ftate veifel left together, 
:vhich had been originally launched." He has, 
·ith hardly an exception, continued uniform! y in 

oppofition ever fince ; but as we fet out with de
clarations of impartiality and unconneCtion, it is 
become a part of our duty to mark the leaft de
'Viation in the Colond from this ftated rne of 

onduct. 

_j 2 Tli 
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The refolutions in the Committee of tn 

whole Houfe, in the beginning of the fpriog 
feffion, 1774, having, we fear, fatally fpawned 
that celebrated law called the Bofton Port BiU, 
s the firft-born of thofe meafures which have 

produced the prefent civil war in America, it met 
with the Colonel's fupport, contrary to every an
terior and fubfequent opinion of his in parlia· 
rnent. This was matter of furprife at the time, 
and there were fome who did not hefitate to im
pute fo fudden and unexpected an alteration of 
feotiment to n1otives which have fince governed 
feveral others, who then ftood high in the efii
mation of the public, but who have fince flatly 
belied all their former profefflons, or at leaft have 
learned to be perfuaded that they were mifl:aken 
or miiled. rfhe obfervation here made, was no.t 
barely confined to the fufpicions or murmurs of 
people without doors ; it has frequently been 
objetted to him by feveral of the Members of 
Adminifi:ration in debate, when he has arraigned, 
in the mo!l: unqualified terms, the meafures of 
Government, and charged their authors with ig
norance, te:merity, and injufiice. We have 
heard them more than once retaliate on him, in 
nearly the following words: " The Bofton Port 

ill, no matter whether a wife, an e. pedient, or 
an equitable mcafure, drew the nation into this 
war. Why did you fupport it fo warmly, with 
all thofe powers of oratory and ratiocination, 
wh~ch you fo e:nincntly poffefs ? Every thing 
vvhtch has ifnce followed grew out of that mea
fure. If it wa.s a wife meafure, why not continue 

to 
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t fupport it? If a bad one, why for a minute 
lend it your countenance?'' The Colonel's an
fwer can only be properly decided tlpon by the 
monitor refiding within his own breaft. He 
has repeatedly faid on thofe occafions, " that the 
Minifter gave him and his friends, both in and 
out of Parliarnent, the moft fuU and fpecific affur
ances, that, if the bill were permitted to pafs both 
1-Ioufes, with an appearance offirmnefs and una
nimity, the Eaft-India Company would receive 
reparation for the tea which had been deftroyed 
the preceding autumn; that this would produce 
n1eafures of lenity and conciliation at this fide of 
the water; that Government meant to relax on 
certain material points; and that every difpute 
fubfiil:ing between Great Britain and Her Colonies 
would terminate in the n1oft amicable manner, 
equally for the advantage and honour of boti 
countries. But when this point was gained, A.d 
miniftration feeling themfelves flronger than they 
expected, they proceeded to hoftilities on the con .. 
ftitutional rights of the CP }onies, by following 
he Bofton Port Bill ith the Maffachufett's Bay 

Charter Bill; and that for the removal of of .. 
fenders in America for trial to another colony • 
or home to Great Britain." We have ftated tbe 
.c;harge and the defence, and very chearfully 
commit the whole to the judgment of our intelJi .. 
gent readers, to decide upon what from us can 

eferve no public opinion. 

From the months of April and May, I 77·h 
he hiftory -of this gentleman's political character 

may 
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may be contained in a nut-!hell. He has, from 
that period to the prefent, held up the higheft 
tone of oppofition ; and has frequently made the 
Minifter uneafy on his feat ; filling at the fame 
time the whole Treafury Bench with terror and 
difmay. 

Colonel Barre's oratory is manly, nervous, and 
convincing; and fuch as may be fuppofed to 
,ave aEtuated the breaH:, and have fallen from 

the mouth of a Grecian or Roman General, when 
the Legiflator, Archon, or Conful, were able to 
carry into execution thofe plans and operations 
of war, which they propofed or fupported in the 
fenate or their popular aifemblies. He is generally 
well informed, partiCularly in the way of his 
profeflion, and never fails to deliver hi-s fenti
ments in open, bold terms, feemingly without 
any predilection for his friends or his opponents, 
from the former of whom he frequently differs. 
His matter is not various, but generally feleCl:ed 
and well chofen. He never fpeaks on any fub
jectof which he is not well informed, and ufually 
deals in truths too clear to be controverted, and 
too fevere to be palliated or defended. The Mi
niH:er of vVar*, as well as the Minifter of 
the Finances t s frequently feels the weight of 
thofe truths, and the energy of expreffio~ with 
which they are accompanied and enforced ; and 
that in a manner too pungent and mortifying to 
be ever forgotten, or perhaps forgiven. He is 
'ell acquainted with the whole detail of the 

• Lord Barrington. t Lord North. 
military 
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military eftablifhment, with the arrangements 
dependent on it, and with the proper ordering of 
the troops, whether directed to operations of war, 
()r in times of domeftic tranquillity. In fuort, as 
he is one of the moft pointed forcible fpeakers in 
the Houfe, though perhaps far from being the 
greateft orator, if we were ro hazard a conjecture 
on mere appearance, we are inclined to think 
that Adminiftration wou 1d efteem him the m oft 
valuable acquifition they could at prefent obtain; 
and that he is the individual in the Houfe of 
Commons, on the fide of oppofition (Me!frs .. 
Burke, Dunning, or Fox, not excepted) in the 
prefent ftate of things, whofc defeEtion would 
deferve moft to be regretted. 

On the other hand, Colonel Barre, though a 
man of letters, does not polfefs the extenfive 
fun9.s of knowledge for '":'hich forne of his pa~ti
zans are fo eminently diftinguifhed. ~he early 
part of his days was paffed in camps, and learn
ing the rudiments of his profeffion, not in Cour.t$ 
or Senates. I-Iis oratory has few of thofe grace.e 
which recommend even trifles. He feldorn di
'reEts his elocution fo c;s to gain the avenues to 
the heart; and when he n1akes the attempt, he 
always miffes his way; he never ftudied the 
graces; or if he did, he made as un fuccefsfuJ a 
progrefs as Phil. Stanhope. He fp aks like a 
fold ier, thinks like a politician, and delivers his 
fentiments lil:e a mtm. On the whole, he may 
and ought to profit from the fncers of his anta
gonifts. They ~all him the Story ~ 'I'eller, and 

· with 
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with great juftice; for whether it be the falvatio 
of a great empire, or a fkirmi!h with a few wild 
Indians, the Colonel is never at a lofs for a ftory 
in point, in which he himfelf had the fortune to 
be one of the Drama:is Perfonte. 

We will clofe this rude iketch, by affirming, 
that we have heard him interlard fome of his moft 
pointed fpeeches on the moft important occafions~ 
with anecdotes that would difgrace a fchool-boy 
at the Chriftmas recefs ; or a garrulous old wo~ 
Plan, when fhe takes it into her heacl to be moft 
narrative~ unintere!ling, and loquacious. 

0 LoRD H I L L S B 0 R 0 U G H. 

'AT the commencen~ent of the period, to 
which we have limited the grounds of in .. 

formation, which we propoie from time to time 
to lay before the public, namely, the change of 
Adminiftracion in I 766, under the auf.oices of 
tbe Earl of Chatham, we find the nobie Lord, 
whofe character as a public man, a1;1d abilities as 
a public fpeaker, are to furnifh the fubjeet of this 
day, provided for as a court veteran of tried fer
vice, on balf--pcy, by being put into pofTeffion of 
th:tt lucrative appointment, Pofi:-Mafter-General 
of ~!1e 6rit1f4 em.pire, Be w~s too great and 

~
0 
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ufeful a fervant, and too able and tonfidenlial a 
fupport to that fy.ftem, introduced at the acceffion 
of his prefent Majefty, to be permitted to fuffer 
in the ftruggles of par:ty 

As foon therefore as certain doflt affurances 
}lad unhappily lulled Lord Chatham · nto a fatal 
fecurity; as foon a the intrigues of the J unto 
had fucceeded, fo as to detach the Firft Lord of 
the Treafury (Duke of Grafton) from his prin
cipal; and finally, as foon as, through fimilar 
arts, and the unbounded ambition and unprece
dented verfatility and vanity of the n1an, the 
very Chancellor of the Exchequer (Charles 
Townfuend) whofe bufinefs it was to fupport the 
meafures of the Firft Commiffioner of the Trea
fury in the Houfe of Commons, at once be
trayed his engagements as a Man, and his ojfice as 
as a Minifter, by driving the venal herd of St. 
Stephen's into the meafures of American taxa
tion; the moment arrived in which his old friends 
faw tl}e neceffity of bringing Lord HilHborough 
into a fituation, which would enable him to co
operate in their defigns. It was not, however, 
till early in the year 1 ;68, fome months after 
the death of that blazing n~eteor *, that com
pound of great talents ancl great folly, of Jpecu
lative virtue and aCtual meannefs and duplicity, 
that his Lordfuip was appointed Secretary of 
State for the American Colonies. Hitherto the 
office bore another name, . that of Firft Lord or 
C01nmiffioner of Trade and Plantatiqns; but 

• The late Charles Town!hend. 

H in 
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in proportion to the magnitude of the object:$ 
t}:len in contemplation by the chofen few, and 
the known deferts and fecret difpofition of the 
man, a greater eclat was given to this new ap

pointment than had been known fince the days of 
~dward the Sixth. A third Secretary of Stat~ 
was fl,dded, the whole power of the Board was 
invefted in him, and the arduous undertaking of 
alternately bullying and foothing the Colonies, as 

circumftances ferved, w~s committe~ to the hero 

of ~hefe memoirs. 

The Port duties, laid on in 1767 by the Chan
cellor of the Exchequer, as has been before ob
ferved, contrary to the fentiments of the often:
fible Minifter, * and the young Whigt Firft 
Lord of the Treafury, having occafioned the re
folution and united determination of the Colonies 
not to import any article of Britifh growth or 
Britifh corpmer.ce, the firft official act of our 
new Secretary was the writing of that famous 
letter to the refpeCl:ive Governors of the Colonies, 
defiring them to affure the feveral Aifemblies, 
as a matter previoujly coJ1jidered, and finally deter-
1i1ined on in Cabinet, that no further taxes for 

the purpofe of !aifing a revenue in America. 
f 1ould be laid on, railed, or levied by a Britilh 

Parliament; ~nd that if they (the Governors) 

could prevail on the refpeclive .Aifemblies for 
. the prefent to acquiffce in the Port duties, they 
were inftrucred likewife to promife, for Admi-· 
·Ji11-ration, that a formal acquiefcence was 4!/1 

• Lord Chath:tm. 'i" Duke of Grafton. 
thc;.t 
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that was defired ; for it was the intention of 
Government, not only to relax, but to take the 
firft opportunity to procure a repeal of them, thQ 
n1ere unexercifed right being all that was aCtually 
infifted on. 

We do not pretend to affirm; that thefe were 
the literal contents of this very memorable cir
~ular letter; but we are confident, that taking 
its naked import, and coupling that with the 
foul and fpirit that was breathed into it on the 
other fide of the Atlantic, this engagement on 
the part of Adminiftration, fuppofed likewife to 
contain the real fentiments and ultimate refolu
tions of a Britifh Parliament, was the conftruc
tion in which it was meant it fhould be undcerftood 
by the Affemblies of every province, from Nova
Scotia to South-Carolina inclufive. 

The next matter of importance we ind hi5 
Lordihip concerned in, was his difputes with 
the new-eftabliili.ed Colony of Grenada. In this 
affair, after a very long and warm conteft, he 
was more fortunate ; for he at length prevailed 
fo far as to introduce the :Roman Catholics 
into the Council of that ifiand.,. contrary to 
every principle of the Britiih conftitution as by 
Jaw eftablifhed.-The Governor, for oppofing 
this un~arrantable ftretch of the prerogati~e, 
was called home ; and in the end difmi~d or 
difgraced. 

H2 In 
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In the year 1772, this faithful fervant, this 
high-prerogative Minifter, was to depart, like a 
full-fed gueft, vith all his bJuthing honours 
thick upon him. He was created an Englifh 
Earl; and though Lord Dartmouth was appointed 
to fucceed him, he was, and is ftiH, efleemed 
one of the moft firm, able, and faithful fop
porters of wnat generally paffes under the de
nomination of the Court fyftem. His vacating 
his feat at the Cabinet table, and the refignation 
ofBemard~ were found neceffary. A new attempt 
was to be made; America was to be led, not 

drove; America was to be divided, under the 
appearance of conciliation and conceffion.
This could not be effected under the direct admi
niftration of a man, who was neither believed nor 
depended :upon by a fingle individual fron1 Hud
fon's Bay to Fenfacola. 

His Lordfhip never meant, however, to re
main an idle or inadive fpetl:ator. The new 
modelling of the charter of the province of Maf
fachufett's Bay is faid to b~ die worl' of his hand& 
Be that as it may, he defended it in debate in 
the Houfe of Lords on the I 4th of March 
I 776, with all the affetl:ion and partiality which 
parents are apt to }?etray for their own offspring; 
and attributed the whole of the prefent civil war 
to its 11ot oeing adopted, and ca~ried into execu. .. 
tion earlier. · 

The Quebec bill, it is reported, owes fom~ 
of its boldefr lineament to the fame quarter; 

w~e 
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hi le the hard !hips which the poor :ajfiitleJ rflaves 
on the Ameri~an continent fuffer from th · 
tnercilefs Egyptian tafk-maft:ers, it is l>e ieved~ 
have been often lat~unted bitterly by his Lord1hi 
·n private. 

Thefe we ook upon to oe rather the effeCl-of 
fattious r nc9ur and popular furmife; for how 
is it poffible that thQfe feveral meafures, particu• 
larly the · ntention of emancipating the ilaves 
could have originated with his Lordfhip, wh 
they have been feparately charged to the account 
of Lord Bute, and Loro Mansfield, we pre
fume. with ~qual jufiice? unlefs at the fame 
tirne we foh.Je the difficulty, by fuppoiing that 
thofe refpeetable perfonages clubbed their wir 
in effecting the glorious and arduous undertaking; 
a fuppofition frill, if poffible, more imprfJbahle.; 
and Qearing infinitely le1S the appearance of 
zrutb. 

His Lordfhip, though hardly entitled to a 
feat on the fecond form, as a public orator, i 
undoubtedly one of the moft ufeful and plaufible 
fpeakers on the part of Adminift:ration. T:~ 
ground he takes in relation to American affairs 
is exaCtly the fame occupied by Lord George 
Germain, as to the fupreme right of the Briti!h 
Legifiature. He fuppofes the right to tax to be 
included in the general fupremacy, and the altera
tion of charters, and the force neceifary to carry 
either or both into effectual execution, to flow con
fequently from the fupreme power of the ftate 

over 
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over the feveral component parts of the Britanni'! 
empire. He is certainly a man of bufinefs; andj 
from a long acquaintance with it in its feveral 
forms, both in Office, Council, and Parliament; 
is able, with moderate talents, to do more than 
any man with double his capacity on either fide of 
the queftion. His harangues are rather heavy, 
and want illumination ; neverthdefs he poffeffes 
more judgment in debate, in proportion to his 
talents, than any man in either Houfe. If he is 
flow, he is tolerably fure. The arrangement of 
his matter is always judicious and correct ; and 
whenever he fails, it is more from a fterility of 
genius, than from any want of found judgment. 
He is rather convincing than perfuafive ; has 
more of the courtier than the logician, and of the 
mere declai~er than the orator. In fine, he is 
the child of labour and indujlry, not of genius; 
and has verified, in fome meafure, what the 
antient biographers report of Demofthenes, that 
perfeverance and induftry will furmount any 
thing; for with a perfon, voice, mien, and elo
cution far below par, we venture to pronounce 
him the third beft fpeaker on the part of Admi,... 
niftration in the Houfe of Peers .. 
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DuKE of GRAFTON. 

T HE political character of this N oblemans· 
while it will exhibit as marvellous and 

,.aftoni1hing a fucceffion of events as any which 
have happened, either in Court, Parliament, 
or Cabinet, the laft ninety years, will likewife 
include in it an account of every material mea
fure which originally promoted or led to the 
prefeQt unnatural civil war raging in America. 

Upon the arrangements propofed and carried 
into execution, under the patronage and inter
ference of the late Duke of Cun1berland, in 
1765, commonly called the Rockingham Ad
n1iniftration, hig Grace was appointed one of the 
£ecretaries of State, and continued in that fitua
tion till after the conclufion of the feffion, when 
he thought proper to refign about the n1onth of 
June 1766. 

This refignation, or fudden defertion of his 
friends, is what has puzzled every man, who 
does not chufe to form his opinions on mere 
popular reports, or party mifreprefentatioas, 
~;>riginat.ing in vain furrnifes, in exaggerated 

anecdotes, 
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anecdotes, or h1 fpleen, difappointment, and 

perfonal pique. 

In this ftate of indeci!ion we have nothing to 
do but report facts, and leave the public to form 

their conclufions. 

Some time in the conrfe of the feffion, finding 
:t moft formidable oppofition to the meafures of 
:Adminiftration, he lamented its weaknefs, and 
{aid,. for his part, he could not think of much 
longer remaining a member of it; becaufe, with 
1 e beft difpofitions to ferve their country, the 

prefent I\1inifters every day experienced a want 
of fupport both in Parliament and elfewhere. He 
added, though he pofitively intended to refign~ 
that he would, if called upon again, chearfully 
-oin in any future Adminifi:ration that !hould be 
formed upon a larger bafis, particularly if a cer-
ain great man*, a leading member of the othe-r 

l·loufe, ~ere ~o be at the head of it. 

t>n this open declaration in Parliament, two 
cbfervations were made at the time, by a few. 
In two mm'lths after, they ~~re repeated with 
more confidence, and became more generally 
believed. The firfl: political conjeEture was, that 
'his Grace had learned, that his party had 1oft 
their power, and that a eh ange of M~nifrry was 
foon to take place, in the arrangement of which 
Mr. Pitt was to take the le~d : the other, 
which wa-s rather the effect of what followed~ 

• ~r~ Pitt .. 
~han 
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than of any thing which then appeared, that his 
Grace was employed to throw out this hint as 
a bait to the great man, the matter being pre
viouny confidered and determined on, in order 
to flrip him of his popularity. None of thefe 
fecret tranfactions can in our opinion be decided, 
but by the parties themfelves. Every one, on 
fuch occafions, will or ought to think for him
felf; under th;tt privilege we can hardly be per
fuaded that his Grace defignedly ftooped fo low 
as to be the pimp, fpy, or tool of any party, 
much lefs of the avowed authors of a Court 

_ fyftem·, forn1ed on the rnoft rigid dofrrines of 
Filmer, Lefiie, and Barclay. He was liable to 
error, but we can hardly bring ourfelves to be
lieve that he was actuated by treachery, or fwayed 
by deliberate malice. 

The time foon approached, when his Grace 
was to appear entirely in a new light. On the 
advancement of Mr. Pitt to the Peerage, in Au
guft 1766, his Grace was appointed Firft Lord 
of the T'reafury; the new-created Earl of Chat
ham Lord Privy Seal, being fuppofed to be the 
oftenfible MiniH:er. His Lordfhip's illnefs de .. 
priving the young Firft Commiffioner of his af
fiilance, the nominal command, of courfe, de
volved on his Grace. A kind of political juggle 
took place. Charles Townfhend wavered, ftag
gered, and fell. Lord Chatham threw himfelf 
on the illuftrious Houfe of Bedford. 1'he new 
Financier grew giddy from pride or. incapacity; 
oc rather, we fufpeCt, through the arts of thofe 

I who 



58 C I-I A R A C T E R S. 
who were fet about him to betray him. At this 
fatal infrant, in the very whirlwied of folly, 
treachery, vanity, and treafon againfl the country, 
were the dearefi: intereft:s of the Britilh empire 
facrificed. The old Whigs, under Lord Rock
ingham, were either difgraced or feduced ; the 
new-created Earl was compelled, by the moft 
inequivocal proofs, to write a fatire on all future 
patriots, and pretenfions to public fpirit ; and 
the noble Duke who is the fubject of the prefent 
obfervations, after taking the moft vigorous and 
decided part in the repeal of the Stamp A&, 
through the treachery of his Chancellor* of the 
Exchequer, the influence of the Clofet, the 
fudden change of fentiments of that hallowed 
ma.niion, a~d the confeq uences arifing fron~ 

fuch a change of fentiment~ among the King's 
Friends, at leaft acquiefced in the American 
Port duties. 

Frorn that fatal in.ftant, every thing dear, im
portant, and valuable to this country, was al
ternately facrificed to the dark dangerous de
figns of a fet of men, w horn nobody knows, 
fomebody pays and employs to effect his defpotic 
purpofes ; whom nobody can name, without 
hazarding an aCl: of the mofr cruel injufrice; 
whofe cabals Britain hath feverely felt the effeCts 
of, and her children, to the lateft: pofterity, may 
probably have caufe to execrate in the bir.ternefs 
of their . hearts. 

'*' Charles Townfhend. 

It 
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'- It is no part of our plan to enter into any dif· 

cuffion on the right of the Commons of Great. 
Britain to tax tmreprefented America, though 
we do not retain a fingJe doubt of the impolicy 
and inexpediency of endeavouring to effect it by 
force of arm~. Be that as it may, it is our duty 
to relate the part the Duke of Grafton took. in 
that bufinefs, as Firft Lord of the Treafury. 
This we find very fuJly fiated in his fpeeches in 
Parliament, fince his refignation of the office of 
Privy Seal, at the opening of the Jafl: feffion, and 
in part confirmed by his brother iVlinifters; be
caufe, if the facts were at firft denied, when 
afterwards re~afferted, and frequently repeated 
by his Grace, they effectua1ly received the fulleft 
and faireft ftamp of authenticity; the objetlions 
or denials on the part of A dminifhation con
taining little more than mere quibbles on words, 
and miftakes relative to trivial circumfl:ances. 
Two of thefe, out of many others, we thal I 
give as a fpe(imen. The Duke of Grafron af
ierted, that he was out - voted in Cabinet. 
Lord Weymouth denied it, and infifted, the 
numbers were equal. This was on the 5th of 
March la fr. On the I 4th his Grace infifted he 
Wls right; faid he had Jool'ed over his papers, 
and foun9 a note from Lord Hillfborough, who 
informed him that the qudbon was carried a .. 
gainft him by a majority of one. On this laft 
day, Lord ·-1 illfboroLJgh denied the fending the 
Cabinet note ; but neithtr his Lordfhip nor 
Lord YVeymouth prefumed to controvert the 
fact, of his Grace being out-voted. His efence 

I 2 on 



6o C H A R A C T E R S. 

on confentina to the Port duties laid on in I 767., 
b • 

was lhortly this: That when the Amencan 
military eftablifhment came before the Com
mittee of Supply, the Houfe of Commons rofe 
as one man, and infifted, that the Colonifts 
ihould be obliged to contribute towards the pub
lic burdens; particularly, that they lhould make 
[ome equivalent for the eftimates now voting. 
On applying to fuch of the members of Admi~ 
niftrarion as were of the other Houfe, they 
affured him that all refiftance would be vain. 
This not fatisfying him, he was determined to 
oppofe the bill in the Houfe of Lords ; but 
was prevailed on at length to defift, on the mere 
motive of impropriety; as he was confidently 
affured, that any oppofition to a money-bill, in 
in that Houfe, would be highly refented by the 
Commons; would create a breach between the 

two Houfes ; and might in the end be produc
tive of the very worft confequenccs, both to Go
vernment and to the public in general. It did 

not, however, prevent him from expreffing his 
difapprobation of the bill, and informing their 
Lordfhi ps, in one of its ftages, that the meafure 
was not his ; but that, fince the other Houfe 
feemed refclved to a!fert the riaht he did every 

b ' 
thing in his power to render the law as palatable 
and innoxious as poffible, by coupling the duty 
on tea with an actual faving of nine-pence per 
pound, by granting a drawback of the whole 
duty of one fhilling per pound on exportation of 
that ~ommodity to America, and 1ayina on only 

, . 0 

tnrce-penc~ on Importation into that country in 

lieu 



C H A R A C T E R S. 6t 

lieu thereof. This is his Grace's ftate of the part 
he took in the Port duties. In I 769, however, 
when he found that all his predictions relative to 
the folly and bad policy of taxing America had 
been fatally verified, he refolved to make another 
attempt to refcue this country from the ruin and 
mifery with which it is now threatened. With 
that view, he moved in the Cabinet in I 769, that 
the Atnerican Port duties f11ould be totally re
pealed ; but he was at length out-voted by a 
majority of one, as has been before obferved .. 
Here the intelligent reader will be apt to afk, 
why his Grace did not refign, at leail: in the 
latter inftance, when he found himfelf thus 
thwarted, counteracted, or over·ruled. It is not 
our bufinefs, as merely relating faB:s, to become 
an advocate for or againfl any ·man: but we 
prefume to fay,. that there may be fituations, 
into which a Minifter may be led by the arts of 
Court [eduCtion, or his own inexperience, cre
dulity, or folly, that it may not be fafe or expe
dient for him to tell the truth, or affert his own 
innocence ; and that there may be fituations and 
circumftances, likewife, when and where it may 
be as hazardo:ts to feek or regain the confidence 
_of his quondam friends and affociates, as to refute 
to execute the dirtiejf worl'" of his mercilefs fe
ductrs and tafl · m afters. Thefe, it is true, are 
no more than n1ere conjf: B:ures ; but, ~e truft, 
the day of recl·oning is not f<lr off, when 
thofe, and fev~ral other tranfaB:ions of no lefs 
imporran.ce to the: well -being of this difrracred 

empire, 
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empire, will be laid open in all their naked de
formity. 

T here is one meafure, that of the l\1iddfefex 
t lettion, and the previous expulfion of Mr. 
W ilkes, which has been folely attributed to his 
G race. Whether this meafure odginated with 
h im, or was diCl:ated as an act of duty, we hold 
him equally refponjiblc to the people. If he 
acted on pure principles of conviction, we feel 
for him as an honeft, mined man; if he carried 
it through both Houfes, contrary to his own 
opinion, and as a facrifice at the furine of ma
giftratical oppreffion and revenge, we do not 
hefitate to affirm, that his neareft and warmeft 
friends and admirers have good reafon to lament, 
that war entered the Royal clofet .. 

H is Grace refigned, in 1770, the poft of Firft 
Ccmmiffioner of the Treafury, and frill conti
t in ued to fu pport the meafures of the Court. 
His obedience to the wifhes of his Royal Mafter, 
and his approbation of the meafures purfued by 
t hofe from whom he had juft parted, were fo 
kindly received by the perfon who had it in his 
power to reward him, that he did not long con
t inue out of office. He was, in the fucceeding 
June twelvemonth, appointed Lord Privy Seal; 
in which poft he remained till his late re
fignation, w.hen he declared boldly and openly 
a~ainft the meafures now p01·fuing againfl 
.: merica. 

The 
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The two firfi feffions after the corn mencement 

of the prefent troubles in America, he fpoke and 
oted with Adminifrration. The reafons affigned 

by his Grace for his al<eration of conduct were, tl-...:1t 
he had not fufficient information to determine his 
judgment; that fuch as ·vas imparted to him, was 
falfe, or the fac1s were mifreprefented ; that he 
always difapproved of coercing ..... t\.merica by force 
of arms, but hoped in the beginning that the 
people of that country would fubmit; that being 
thus mifin{ormed, he fupported n1eafures he 
woul.d otherwife never have confented to; that 
although the right had been clear, the aiferting of 
it in the prefent ftate of our finances, and of the 
other powers of Europe, would be inexpedient; 
that the point <>f inexped"ency became frill more 
glaring and manifeft, when the real firength and 
ability of America came to be revealed, C!nd the 
actual difpofLtion of its inhabitants ferioufly a 1d 
attentively confidered; and that the only two 
fpecific meafures relating to America, which he 
fupported fince the fpring feffion 1774, were the 
Bofton Port and Charter bills, which he had been 
folely induced to do upon falfe or ill-grounded 
information, being atTured by thofe whofe bufinefs 
it was to be thoroughly acquainted and pe-rfecr.y 
fatisfied of the real difpofirion of the inhabitants 
of Bofton, and the people of Maifachufett's Bay, 
that it was in the former inftance the intention of 
the Bofto~ians to make reparation for the tea to 
the Eaft-India Company; and in the latter, the 
earneft wiih of the principal land-owners, mer
chants, and tradefmen of that province, to ha:r..•e 

their 



64 C H A R A C T E R S. 

their charter altered and modified. Thus, he 
faid, he had been all along deceived directly in 

n1atters of facr, milled in matters of opinion, and 
coLlftrained, either to give his fupport bindfolded, 
or withhold it on principle.-In fuch a mafs of 
facts, and fuch a contradiction in conduct, it is 
impofiible to argue even with plauiibility, much 
lefs decide with candour or precifion : but it feems 
on a tranfient view, uninformed as we are of the 
true motives which aCtuated his Grace, rather a 

little unfortunate that his eyes were not opened 

earlier, or that he trufted fo much and fo long to 
thofe of others; for moft indubitably, in point of 
pure principle, unconneCted with the events of 

var, there did not exift a fingle reafon for his 
fupporting the Duke of Richmond's motion on 

the sth of March, I 776, which did not hold 
equally frrong, for his fupporting that made by 
Lord Chatham, almoft in the fame words, full 
thirteen months before. 

We have waded through this painful tafk with 
no fmall degree of reluctance, if not difgufr, be
caufe we found ourfelves under the neceffity to 

perform it at this very important criiis, in order 
that the nation, if our fituation fhould become 
more critical, may know and look up to thofe 

~ho are fuppofed only to have it in their power 
to relieve them ; namely, the powerful and dif
tinguifhed leaders in both Houfes: and yet we 
have been compelled to the mortifying neceffity, 
fo far as. we have hitherto proceeded, to imprefs 
fubilanually on the minds of our readers this 

eternal 



C I-I A R A C T E R S. 65 
eternal truth, that every public man on either 
fide has given, in fome one part or other of his 
political conduct, the m oft irrefragable teftimo
nies of his want of talents, or want of prin· 
ciple; or, which comes nearly to the fame point, 
a compound of both indolence, inattention, and 
indifference to the true interefts of his country. 

The Duke of Grafton is one of the m oft per
fuafive, or rather pathetic fpeakers in the Houfe. 
His fpeeches are delivered in the ftile of a gentle
man and a fcholar. His language is chofen, 
chafte, and correct. His judgment in arranging 
his matter is not ·excelled, perhaps not equalled, 
by any on either fide of the Houfe. He may be 
fometimes fiat and confufed, but he is never 
vulgar, fiovenly, or ignorant. As he is a ftriEt 
obferver of the decorum of debate, and the dig
nity of the auguft affembly iH which he has the 
honour to fit, any deviation from it while he is 
up, fuch as talking, changing feats, &c. is very 
apt to difconcert him, and difarrange his ideas. 
From the fame mode of thinking, he is ready to 
catch fire when any coarfe or farcaftic expreffions 
fall from his antagonifts, or when any thing 
perfonal is direCted to himfelf; but even then he 
generally reftrains his feelings, and reto~ts with 
the energy and dignity becoming his elevated 
rank and fenatorial fituation. Lord Mansfield 
has more than once felt the effeCts of thjs irafcible 
difpofition, and that even before his Grace carne 
over to Oppofition ; fince when there feems 
a certain acrimony, whenever an opportunity 

K happens, 
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happens, in all his fpeeches, hinting, if not di
reEt:ly pointed towards that noble and learned 
Lord. How far this can be reconciled to his 
former fituation,' when in high office, and when 
the learned Lord was fuppofed to influence thofe 
counfels which his Grace, as Prime Minifter for 
nearly four years, was prefumed to direCt, we do 
not pretend to determine. He is equally liberal of 
his hints of pernicious counfels having been given, 
and of the impreffions they n1ay have made in a 

place, where in the world they ought to be fooneft 
refifted. He has even ventured fo far as to liken 
addreifes of a more modern date to thofe pre
fented to the infatuated J ames the Second ; and, " 
not flopping there, has fpoken of the poffibility, 
if not probability, of a fimilar cataftrophe. He 
has reprehended the King's fervants in the 
ftrongeft terms for their defpotic doCtrines in 
Parliament, and their correfpondent meafures, 
and lamented, in the face of the whole nation, 
the dangerous effeCts fuch doCtrines may be pro
duCtive of, when it is known that they are pro
mulgated, and publicly afferted and maintained 
by thofe who have equally the will and opportu
nity of endeavouring to inftil them into the 
R"yal ear. On the whole, as he is one of the 
moft able, fo if he could once tnore regain the 

, confidence of the party he at firft embarked with, 
and the favour and good opinion of the public, he 
would be, without queftion, by much the mofr 
formidable opponent to the meafures of the Court 
in either Houfe of Parliament. 
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MR. W E DD E R B U R N E, 

S 0 L I C I T 0 R-G E N E RA L. 

S we have profeffed, at the outfet of this 
undertaking, that we n1eant to abftain 

from all perfonal anecdote, or even to pufh our 
political enquiries farther back than the memo
rable period of 1766, we find ourfelves under 
the neceffity of taking the firfr notic€ of this gen
tleman in that year, in the political fuite of the 
]ate Mr. George Grenville, fharing his fortunes, 
and infpired by the fame active zeal for the ho
nour and intereft5 of his country. Mr. Wedder
burne's great talents had not as yet blazed forth 
in their meridian Juflre ; and we do not find that 
he drew the attention of the public to any extra
ordinary degree till about the year 1 768, in the 
affair of the Middlefex EJection, when his patron 
very copfiflently took it into his head to oppofe, 
in the n1oft marked and forcible manner, the ex
pulfion of Mr. Will~s, though under his own 
adminifl:ration, but jufr four year$ before, the fame 
Mr. Wilkes was expelled, for the very fame 
crime, with the addition of abufing a Secretary of 
State in the news-papers. Mr. Wedderburne no'' 
exerted himfelf as much in the defence of Mr. 

K 2. Wilkes, 
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Wilkes, as he ever did before in his condemna
tion; and at length, to convince fuch as tnight 
not probably be parfuaded that he was in earnefl, 
he made a public tour throughout the feveral 
ridings, towns, and diftriCl:s in the extenfive 
county of York, to warn them of the dangers 
with which they and all the freeholders of Great 
Britain were threatened, on account of the late 
unconftitutional, corrupt decifion of the Houfe 
of Commons, in the affair of the Middlefex 
Election. So zealous was he in his endeavours t , 

procure fatisfaction for the wound the conftitu
tion received by that decifion; and fo hoftile 
was he, even to his intimate friends, when they 
differed with him on this point; that having been 
returned for the borough of Richmond, in comi
tatu Ebor. through the intetell: of his worthy 
friend Sir Laurence Dundas, he applied for the 
Chiltern Hundreds, fooner, it was fuppofed, 
than owe a feat in Parliament to a perfon whofe 
political ideas were fo fatally contaminated by fen
timents and opinions, inculcated by the leaders 
of a Court fyflem, which he did not hefitate to re
probate in alJ its parts. 

It is enough to fay, that he purfued this Jine 
of conduCt uniformly till the death of his friend 
and patron Mr. Grenville, in the winter 1771, 
a few days before the meeting of Parliament ; 
and that he has ever fince been as fteady a friend 
to Adminiftration, as he was, while Mr. Gren
ville lived, a warm and able adverfary. Among 
many other proofs of what is here loofe 1 y af-

ferted, 
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ferted, his conduct during the feffion of 1770, 
genera-lly called the Horned Cattle Seffion, furnifhes 
two very fhiking ones. The firft of thefe was 
on Mr. Dowdefwell's motion, "That the Houfe 
of Commons is bound, in all matters of eleftion, 
by the law of the land, and the cuftom and ufage 
of Parliament, being part of the law thereof:" 
the other, as more particularly militating againft 
his prefent conduct, may not be unworthy of 
public attention. 

It was on the gth of May, 1 7 70, on a motion 
of Mr. Burke's for .the production of American 
papers, and feveral refolutions moved in confe
quence thereof, that Mr. Wedderburne, in reply 
to Lord Clare (now Earl Nugent) if we recollect: 
right, delivered himfelf nearly to the following 
purport : He faid, he was really aflonijhed eo fee 
with what eafe and confidence fome great Statef
men could reconcile the moft marked inconfiften
cies between condut1 and opinion ; tb:lt his Lord
fuip had, in his own perfon, not only given the 
fulleft teftimony that fuch things might happen, 
but that they were avowed without blufhing or 
apology; that if he had not been con·vinccd by, 
what he now heard, he imagined his Lordfhip 
would have been one of the laft men breathing to 
charge other:s with verfatility in politics, when he 
himfelf could take a poft at the head of the Ame
rican department, under a Miniftry that had re
pealed the Stamp Act, upon the principle of 
being againft all American taxation, though the 
noble Lord but the very preceding feffion fup-

ported 
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ported the Stamp AB: with all his might. From 
the fhort time it took his Lordiliip, and fame 
other great Minifters *, to fettle thefe contra
rieties, it was evident that the concealed authors 
of the prefent fyftem of American meafures had 
the addrefs to unite perfons and parties of the 
moft contradiCtory opinions; and fuch being the 
cafe, he trufted it would likewife unice their oppo
nents to purfue one fteady plan of action, that of 
preventing the impending ruin of this country, 
by the total lofs of its American dominions.
He fhewed (or he rather prediCted) that by the 
meafures then purfuing (and fince unhappily 
adhered to) America, which in the reign of 
George the Second conftituted a part of the Britifh 
empire, would in the reign of George the rrhird 
be totally dijfevered from it ; that the American 
colonies had ceafed to be Britifh d01ninions, and 
were no more fo now than Calais, which, as well 
as they, was once an Engli!h province.-He 
then turned to the creating a new office, that of 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, which he in
.fifted could not be legally nor conftitutionally 
d~ne; that the precedent quoted from the reign 
of Edward the Sixth was a miferable pretext for 
eva fng a pofitive Jaw, with the dark defign of 
placing a favourite and obfequious willing fla've 
at the head of the Atnerican department. That 
obedience was the chief, nay the only merit, 
fought or expected by thofe who had the di(pofal 
and arrangement of all the great, eHicient, and 
refponfible offices of the ftate. If that were not 

* Sc.::ppofed to n ean the Duke of Grafton. 

the 
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he true ftandard of merit, he was fatisfied that 

fome perfon, whofe knowledge of commerce, 
experience in the fyftem of our colonies and 
p~antations, whom prudence, firmnefs, and a 
well-grounded conduct marked more particu
larly, would have been fixed on to fill fo 
weighty and important a poft. He was forry, 
however,-yet he felt himfelf compelled to de
clare, in the moft exprefs terms, ·that the Mi
nifter * put at the head of that fcarcely legal de
partment, was not fit for it; that his conduct 
was fuch as called for his remo~al ; and that he 
thought thefe refolutions, moved by his honour
able friend (Mr. Burke) Jed by the jufteft fteps t<> 
what muft produce that effect. 

This was Mr. V\' edderburne's celebrated f'peech; 
and fuch were his fentiments and opinions, and. 
forry we are to add, predi8ions on the 9th of 
May, 1770. Pity it is, particularly fince he 
was called to affift the prefent Adminiftration, 
and was appointed private tutor to the great State 
Atlas t, that he neither believed thofe predic
tions himfelf, or if he did, that he was never 
able to perfuade either his pupil, the Cabinet, 
the J unto, or his facetious antagonift, Ro
bert Earl Nugent of the kingdom of Ireland, 
to attend to the m. 

The remainder of Mr. Solicitor's political cha
raCt:er would cut a better figure by way of diary 
than any other, could we poillbly recollect the 

Lord Hilliborough. t Lord North. 
dates. 
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dates. Difpenfing, however, with an exaCt com

pliance with thofe minutire, we fhall ftudy brevity 

and faithfulnefs in the following loofe fketch as 

much as poffible. In November, 1770, Mr. 

Grenville died ; the day after he was buried, 

Mr. Wedderburne began, for the firft time, to 

rliftruft his own predictions. During the fpring 

feffion, 1771, having promifed to falfify every 

one of them on the fame day, viz. on the 23d 

day of January, he was appointed Solicitor

General and Cofferer to her Majefty. In the 

courfe of the next feffion he fupported the Royal 

Ma~tiage bill, with a credit, logic, and counte

nance, perfeCtly peculiar to himfelf.-In 1773, 

he fhielded the fame noble Lord, whofe charaCter 

and abilities he had treated with fo much con

tempt in his fpeech, as above faithfully recited, 

from the envenomed attacks of his ad verfaries, 

on account of his conduCt refpecting the Carib 

lands in the i(land of St. Vincent's. He was 

looked upon, during the fame feffion, to be the 

great fupport of Lord North, in the carrying 

through the bill for new modelling the Eaft

India Company .-In fine, he fupported Adminif

kation through thick and thin, in every meafure, 

but on the motion for refcinding the refolution 

on the Middlefex election; on that occafion his 

firmnefs, modefiy, and independent fpirit, have 

been rendered n1oft fpecially confpicuous, inaf

much as that he has either abfented himfelf 

on that day, or has actually divided againft the 

Minifter. 
1"'his 
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This part of our taik draws nearly to an end; 

and were it not to 1hew the diffidence of the man, 
and the doubt, nay the actual diilielief and non
reliance he had on his own predictions, we fhould 
never have thought ef mentioning the following 
curious fact, or the confequences of which it was 
productive. 

On the 9th of March, 1774, Lord North hav
ing in a Committee of the whole Houfe moved 
feveral refolutions, declarative of the fupreme 
right the Legillature of Great Britain have to 
bind America in all cafes whatever, Mr. Solici
tor rofe, and, in a fpeech of upwards of an hour 
long, fpoke in defence of the refolutions at large; 
and, as the firft ftep, recommended fome law, 
which wol.))d effectually punifh the actors and 
authors of the late riot at Befton. Thofe refolu
tions, on the report, were fever~lly agreed to, 
and produced the Boft0n Port, Adminiftr~tion 
of J uftice, Charter, ~ebec, Prohibitory, Fifh
ery, and Capture bills ; wh~ch feveral bills pro
duced the prefent civil war; and which cjvi~ war 
has certainly moft fully and literally fulfilled Mr. 
"Vedderburne's prediction . of the 9th of May, 
1770, that "the American Colonies would, in 
tl1e reign of George the 'Ipird, be di.f!evered from 
the Britifh empire." . ' 

Mr. Solicitor-General, it muft be confelfed, is 
a co.rreB:, methodical, . plaufib~e fpeaker. ... . 
rnatter is always judicioufiy feletl:ed, and w~1 
arranged. It has the air of logi al · J:nefs and 

L argumentative 
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argumentative preciGon. He never raC?bles 
from his fubjet1:, from a want or redun~ancy 
of matter. His orator-y is ufually chafte, his 
pronunciation diftinCt, his emphafis well placed, 
and his voice well managed. He is fond of dt!~ 
tail, and conveys it to his auditors in a clear, 
unembarraffed, c.omprehenfive · manner. His 
language, though fometiq-1es 1J:iff, and apprqach
ing to that of the law-pedant, is always nervous, 
technical, and pointed; and he has one advan
tage over almofi: every man in either Houfe, 
which is, though his fpeeches be~r the appear
ance of uncommon induftry and great art~ yet 
he fpeaks with fo much fluency, avoiding the ex
tremes of a rapid utterance, or. of hefitation and 
abfence of mind, ~hat every thing he offers feems 
to flow from a knowledge of ~he fubjett, well 
digefi:ed, and leading direCtly to the cleareft 
principles of [elf-conviCtion and [elf-approba
tion. With all this high cultivation, the joint 
effect of a good deal of judgment and imrrienfe 
labour, the foil which he has thus fo ftudioufly 
fought to improve, is far f~om being naturally 
fertile. His talents are refl:rained within narro.w 
bounds,-we mean, in point of native oratory. 
He never reaches the heart; nor makes a f1ngle 
profelyte to his opinions through that channel, 
like feveral other of his cotemporaries we could 
mention. I-Iis logic is ftrongly tinCtured with 
fophifm ; and his arguments, like feveral other~~ 
not occupying refponfible offices, thick-fown 
with confident aifertions, confident prediCtions~ 
and confident promifes, never meant to be ful.: 

filled, 
l 
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filled; but merely to anfwer the temporary pur-
pofes of debate. 

To thofe who kridw him~ this fketch of his 
parliamentary abilities will be perfeCtly intelligi
ble; to fuch as do not, it would take up more of 
our time than we think the fubjeet deferving of. 
Let it at the fame time be perfeCtly underfi:ood, 
that there is no man in England, in or out of 
parliament, better formed by nature, education, 
inclination, and habit, to lead at his pleafure 
men of a certain fize of underftanding; men who 
reafon fuperficially, who nave not talents to dif
tinguifh the fubftance from the fhadow, who are 
caught by the trammels and outward garb of 
truth and reafon, but have not ftrength of in
tellect to difcern effences: with fuch men, his 
fpeeches on the motion made againft Lord Clive ;· 
on the Quebec, Prohibitory, and Capture bills; 
and on the propriety of fending his Majefty's 
EleCtoral troops to garrifon Minorca and Gibral
tar, without the confent of Parliament, or a ne
ceffity pretended or ftated, will pafs as proofs of 
his powers as an orator, his depth and ftrength 
of reafoning as a logician, his abilities as an ad
vocate, and his very extenfive knowledge as an 
accomplifhed fenator. 

L 2. 
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MR. CHARLES FOX. 

H. A VING had the curiofity to infpeB: th~s 
young gentleman's parifh regifi:er, we 

find, that he was born in t e month of March, 
1749; and, confequent y, that he united in his 
own perfon ta'ents and circumfi:ances unparalleled 
in the annals of Parliament, or the ftrange vicif
fitudes of ftate intrigue : for he was appointed 
a Lord of the Admiralty; refigned io difguft; 
was a fecond time appointed, and was after
wards· removed to the Treafury Board, whence 
he was difmiifed fome few weeks before he corn
pleated the 25th year of his age, namely, on the 
17th or x8th of February, 1774. Two other 
circumftances ftrongly mark his political career: 
before he was twenty-four years old, he was by
much the mofi: able fupport the Minifter had in 
the courfe of a whole feffion, and within a year 
after, one of his mofr powerful and dangerous 
antagonifts. 

The political hifi:ory of this extraordinary 
young orator furniil1es very few things worthy of 
notice. His conduct, as long as he remained in 
.office, was that of the mofl: violent and unreferved 
courtier. He not only difcharged his duty as a 

m~re 
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mere placeman, called upon by his fituation ~ 
defend the meafures of Adminiftration, to cover 
their blunders, to urge their propriety, to predict 
the falutary confequences that muft flow from 
them, and the whole fcience of augmenting and 
diminijhing at pleafure; but he caught the decifive 
tone of a violent partifan, in a kind of ftate 
of war and open hofi:ility againft every man 
who dared to differ from him, or queftion the 
minifterial infallibility of his leader* and financial 
creator. 

' His parliamentary operations, in this line, 
were chiefly directed againfi: Mr. Burke, and a 
few other leaders in oppofition. This part of 
his tafk he perfo.rmed with remarkable punCtuality 
and alacrity, and with no fmall degree of fuc
cefs.-Some detached part of Mr. Burke's fpeech, 
not perhaps at all effential to the main fubjett 
of debate, was mifquoted or mifreprefented; the 
fallacy or abfurdity of its pretended contents was 
pointed out and animadverted upon; and the 
whole thrown into a ridiculous light; a laugh 
was created in every n1inifi:erial corner of the 
1--Joufe; the Treafury Bench "Yiras fet in a roar, and 
Charles fmacked the clerk's table with his hand, 
and moulded his feathered hat into ten thoufand 
.different forms. Burke's fine fpeeches were thus 
cut up; Charles was applauded; and every tool 
of Adminiftration, from his Lordihip down to 

• He was appointed a Commiffioner of the Treafury. 
through the intereft of Lord North, in the room of Charle$ 
J~nkinfon. 
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Robinfon~ Eden, and Brummel at the door, or 
in the gallery, loudly proclaimed victory .-This 
office is now occupied by his particular friend and 

worthy affociate. * 

There were two other gentlemen on whom he 
beftowed a great deal of attention in the fame 
way. They at length perceived their folly, and 
the juftice of his ridicule fo much, that t one of 
them changed places with him, and the § other 
accepted of a white wand, as a public teftimony 

of his converfion. 

In the midft of victory, fluil1ed with fuccefsw 
and running at the rate of fourteen knots afl-, 
hour, with every fail fet, and in the warmeft ex
petl:ation of at leaft procuring at a lhort day the 
Chancellor!hip of the Exchequer, his friend and 
patron U having frequently a.ffured him, in con
fidence, that he wifhed to divide the fame, 
profits, and labour of conducting public affairs 
with him; our hero, like a certain well-known 
ambitious young man of Ovidian memory, was 
thrown from the box, as he fays, by the bafenefs 
and treachery of the firft coachman. 

To drop all allegory, terre ne or marine, the 

following trifling matter was what produced the 
fad cataftrophe! The Speaker, a few days be
fore, having put the queftion on a petition againft 
an inclofing bill, a letter, faid to have been 

• Mr. Thurloe, Attorney-General. 
~ Sir William l\1eredith. 

t Mr. Cornewall. 
I! Lord North. 

written 



.C H A R A C T E R S. 79 
.written by the celebrit~d Parfon Horne, appeared 

~hree or four days after in a n1orning paper. The 

letter was ~onceived in very coarfe terms, and . 

betrayed an ignorance of both the ufages of the 

Houfe, of the truth of the tranfaetion, and in

deed of every rule of decency .-A complaint 

~as accordingly made by a Member 1', of the 

unjuftifiable liberties that had been taken witll 

Sir Fletcher Norton, of the injufi:ice of the 

charge, and the neceffity there was for bringing 

the author or authors to r he m oft exemplary 

punifhment. The printer was ordered to attend: 

he complied with the order, and gave up his 

author, the Parfon. What happened on that oc

cafion is recent in every body's memory; it is 

now enough to obferve, that the charge not being 

brought home to Mr. Horne, the difpleafure of 

the Houfe fell on the printer. 

11r. Fox either rnifunderftanding the previou 
infrructions given him that morning by the 

M inifi:er, or the Minifter forgetting them, or 

~hujing to forget them ; the former infifted, that 

the printer ihould be committed to Newgate, 

while the lat~er moved, that he fuould be com

tnitted to the Gatehoufe. At length the queftion 

on Col. Herbert's original motion being put, fon 

" committing the printer to the cuftody of the 

Serjeant at A~ms;" .it was carried by a great 

!llajority. 

This unexpeCted defertion of the Minifter and 

pis faithful coadj utor bore, it is true, a very 

~ Mr. Herbert, Member fgr Wilton. 
· · aukward 
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aukward appearance. Charles and his patron 
recriminated on each other : Charles faid h(: 
would have carried his concerted motion? if the: 
Minifter had not deferred and betrayed him ; tqe 
latter as ftrenuoufly infifted, that he muft have 
prevailed, if the other had not diftraCl:ed and 
divided the friends of Adminiftration. Be that 
as it: may, it was necelfary that the blame fhoul4 
be laid fomewhere, in order to mitigate the dif
pieafure of the J unto ; it was all therefore laid 
on our hero's fhoulders, in the following concife 
but comprehenfive manner :-The next day but 
one, Charles and his noble patron were fitting 
on theTreafury Bench: after chatting of indifferent 
matters, particularly of the bufinefs of the day 
coming on, and what paffed the preceding day 
at the Treafury Board, which intervened between 
the night the difference of opinion arofe and the 
tranfaB:ion here related, Pearfon *, or his fub
ftitute, ~hrew a fign, which Charles under
ftanding, went to the door, where he reFeived a 
billet, couched in the following laconic terms:-· 
.,, His l\1ajefty has thought proper to order a new 
' Commiffion of the Treafury" to be made out, 

" in which I do not perceive your name. 

NoRTH.'~ 

From that very hour to the prefent he has b:en 
as violent in oppo.Gtion, as he was before for the 
Court. Luckily however for him, in p~i~t of 
onfiflency, during the bufy fee ne he aCted jn, 
~nd the very con fpicuous part he took, the 

a The Door-keeoer of the Houfe of Commons. 
· · affair~ 
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affairs of America never tame under formal or 

folemn difcuffion. In about a fortnight or three 

weeks after he commenced patriot, Colonel J en

nings, as has been before obferved, as it were 

compelled the Minifter to take the ftate of that 

country into confideration ; the firft decided part 

Charles took therefore in that bufinefs, was 

againil: Adminiftration. The ground he has 

taken is pretty nearly the fame as Lord Camden's 

in the other Houfe ; with this additional circum

ftance~ that befides arraigning the inj uftice, 

cruelty, impolicy, and impracticability of fuc

ceeding 'in an attempt to fubdue America, or 

compel its inhabitants to content to the terms 

of unconditional fubmiffion, he has from time 

to time alternately foretold and demonftrated the 

inefficacy; folly, and madnefs of the feveral 

meafures; as they were propofed in Parliament, 

and the ignorancei temerity~ and dangerous de

!igns of their authors, fupporters; and defenders. 

-Be fides this general difapprobation of the con

duB: of thofe to whom the direCtion of public 

affairs has been entrufte~~ he has very frequently 

exercifed his wit and his fpleen on the M inifter ; 

fometin1es charging him with indolence and in

ability; at others with incapacity; duplicity, and 

the moft ill-founded affeCtation of candour and 

independency : again with being the real author 

of the prefent civil war in A m erica, by refufing 

to repeal the whole of the Port duties; or lafrly 

fuppofing (which was what he faid his Lord

!hip fometimes affects to infinuate; a:1d willies 

his friends to infinuate for him) tl;at he dif-
~ approves 
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approves of the meafures he fupports himfclf irt 
Parliament, his conduct is frill ·the more repre
henfible, becaufe in one event he can be fuppofed 
to aCt wrong through prejudice or incapacity only, 
whereas in the other be muft be guilty from a pre
meditated perveriion of his underfranding. 

Mr. Fox is certainly one of the firft native 

orators in the I-Ioufe, but he is extremely neg
ligent. His difcourfes are frequently finifhed 
pieces of argumentation, abounding in the beft 
pointed obfcrvations, and the jufteft conc]ufions ; 
and fupporred by a weight of reafoning, a manly 
boldnefs and energy of expreffion~ almoft un
equalled ; and never~ within the courfe of our 
knowledge or experience, furpaffed. His ex
temporary fpeeches on faCl:s, arguments, and 
details, not immediately arifing nor connected 
with the proper fubject of debate, at leaft not 
forefeen, are truly admirable. They bear every 
appearance of ~he moft ftudied and laboured 
harangues, in every thing but the delivery, 
which, however rapid, is not able to keep pace 
with the crouded conceptions of the fpeaker. His 
ideas are ine."{hauftible, and are ever ready at his 
command ; but even if this were all, we could 
account for it eafily; but we muft lifl:en in fi]ent 
afronifhment, when we obferve him rife upon 
fon1e fudden unexpected incident, and difcufs 
perhaps a deep intricate fubject for an hour, with 
an ability, perfpicuity, and precifion, that would 
induce fuch as are unacquainted with his habits, 
or arc ignorant of his talents, to be perfuaded 

that 
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that he came to the tloufe previoufiy prepared 
and informed, in order to deliver his opinion. 
vVith thefe almoft unrivalled gifts which Nature 
has beftowed, Mr. Fox is far from beincr a 0 

pleaung or perfuafive orator. I-Iis utterance is 
rapid, difagreeable, and fometimes fcarcely in
telligible. He fpeaks always as if he was in a 
paffion, and the arguments of paffionate people 
do not come well recommended. He fometimes 
defcends to perfonal attacks, to anecdotes and 
puerilities, much beneath the dignity of a Britifh 
Senator, particularly a n1an of his confummate 
talents. Another circun1ftance, which takes 
away from the weight and confequence of what 
he urges in debate, is, that his pltriotifm is pre
fumed to have originated in pique, and to have 
taken a taint of perfonal rancour and perfonal 
perfecution towards the noble Lord at the head 
Qf the Treafury, on account of what he deemed 
a n1ixture of treachery and mean revenge, in pro
curing his difmiffion from the Treafury Board.
On the whole, with all Mr. Fox's fuperior ad
vantages, we do not efteem him as rendering 
his party any very e.ifential fervice, though we 
muft allow he would be a valuable acquiGtion to 
his old friends, who would probably receive him 
like the prodigal fon, were it not for the powerful 
obfhcle which ftands in the way, the irreconcile
able p.:rfonal difference which fubfifts between him 

and the Minifter. 

Mz LoRD 
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LoRD S U F F 0 L K. 

H IS Lordihip was little known in the poli
tical world till he went into opp.ofition, 

under the guidance and patronage of the late 
Mr. George Grenville. In the year 1770, in 
particl,llar, he was one of the moft violent parti
fans againft the meafure of expulfion and in

capacitation of Mr. Wilkes, in relation to the 
affair of the Middlefe~ election. Some of the 

fevereft fpeeches made againft the Court fyflem1 
then carrying, or fuppofed to have been carry~ 
ing on, were made by his Lordfh\p on the fol
lowing feveral motions l for the account of the 
expenditure of the Civil Lift - ~' That the 

Houfe of Commons is bound in matters of 
election by the law of the land~'- On American 
affairs- Lord Chatham"s bill for reve.rfing the 
~djudication againft John Wilkes, Efq; on the 
M:iddlefex eletlion- On Lord Chatham's mo.

tion, relative to hi$ Majefry's a.nfwer to the 

City Remonfhance-:.-and, final! y, the fazne noble 
Lord's tnotion for an Addrefs to his Majefiy~ 
praying that be would be gradot.1i1y pleafed to 
dijfoh;e the P'4r li'+me~t. 

On 
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On fome of thofe queftion his Lordfuip ren ... 

dered hin1felf remarkably confpicuous ; and was 

one of the forty-one protefting Lords, who 

pledged themfelves to each other, and to the pub

lic at large, on the tnotion of the 2d of Fe

bruary, in the following words: " We do here

by folemnly declare and pledge ourfelves to the 

public, that we will perfevere in availing ourfelves, 

as far as in tls lies, of every right and every 

power, with which the confritution has armed 

tJs, for the good of the whole, in order to ob

tain full relief for the injured eleCtors of Great

Britain, and full fecurity for the future agaiaft 

this n1oft dangerous ufurpation upon the rig! ts 

of the peopl , which, by fapping the fundamental 

principles of this Government, threatens its total 

diffolution." 

In the following November Mr. Grenville 

died; and on the 2 2d of the fucceeding J anu~ ry., 

about two months after the deceafe Df his poli

tical Chiron, (though, it is fa id, the bargain was 

ftruck tlp before he was cold) his Lordfhip wa 

appointed Keeper of the Privy Seal, in the room 

of the Earl of Hallifax, appointed one of the 

Secretaries of State. The June following the 

Earl of Hallifax dying, he fucceeded him in the 

ofi~ce of Secretary of State for the Northern de

partn1ent; which high poft he fiill occupies~ 

n1uch to his own credit, honour, and en1olu

ment; and to the full fatisfattion of an indul

gent Prince aoJ an. admiring public! 
There 
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There are fon1e charatl:ers that infpire the 
biographer with horror, others with veneration 
and refpeCl: ; others again with aftonifhment ; 
and not a few with a certain gaiety of heart, 
pleafantry, and good humour, eafier to be 
imagined than defcribed. We would not give 
his Lord.lhip the option, becaufe we are com
pelled to be merry, gay, and fprightly, when
ever we recollect that he occupies a refponjible 
cabinet appointment, in which the moft extenlive 
talents, and the beft-informed underfianding, 
are required. 

As his Lord!hip, while he remained in oppo
.fition, declared the utmoft contempt and abhor
rence for the laft Parliament, and fupported, 
with all his abilities, a tnotion for its di.f!olution; 
an opportunity at length arrived, which fur
nifhed the means of gratifying himfelf more 
effectually than fhewing his refentment againft it 
in mere words. He avowed openly in Parlia
Inent, on Lord Chatham's motion in January 
17 7 5, for withdrawing the troops frotn Bofton, 
that he was the principal advifer of the Parlia
ment's immature diifolution. It is true, his mo
dejly was fo great, that he did not claim the merit 
of this aft of political juflice, as urged to it on 
principle; but barely informed the Houfe, that he 
ad vi fed the meafure folel y to prevent the bad 
effeB:s which a popular election might produce, 
on the natural demife of the former Parliament, 
were it permitted to live fix months longer. 

I lis 
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His Lordfhip's official career is not marked 

with many fhining proofs of the able ftatefman : 
the only treaties of his making, which have yet 
reached the light, are thofe entered into with his 
Majefty, as Elector of Hanover, and with the 
Landgrave of Heffe, Duke of Brunfwick, and 
the Princes of Hanau and W aldeck, for bodies 
of troops to be employed in America againft the 
Provincials there in arms. We do not wifh to 
fay a fyllable concerning the juftice or expediency 
of the American war; nor much as to the mere 
minifrerial manufacture of the treaties. The 
double fubfidy might have originated in a fpirit 
of true national reconomy. Each company being 
double officered might have arifen from motives 
of military forejight, on account of the great 
difficulty of recruiting commijfioned officers. A 
double ftaff, including an exec~ttioner, might like
wife have been a prudent precaution. Paying 
for foldiers killed, paying afterwards for recruit
ing them, and letting the dead men's pay aug
ment the military cheft, might be a very proper 
proof to exhibit to every carcafe-butcher in Ger ... 
many, of the profound wifdom and extenfive ge
nerofity of an Englifh Adminiftration, and an 
Englifh Parliament. We do not pretend to de
cide one way or the other on any of thefl! 
knotty points, thefe frate arcana; and though we 
fuould, we dare not condemn the conduct of the 
noble Lord, baau.ft he n1ight exculpate himfdf 
by this compendious anfwer: " That he was com
manded ; and that all his merit or demerit in the 
courfe of the whole negotiation, till its final 

completion, 
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completion, confifled entirely in a punchiai~ 

paffive ob ,dicnce to the orders he received.''-·· 

We fhould be gladly contented with this apo

logy, fo far as the views of his Lordihip's Royal 

Mafter and his employets were concerned, or 

where the approbation and emolument of the 

n1erceharies were to be courttd. But when 

none of thofe objeCts w~re likely to be attained, 

but both parties to be difpleafed and difgufted; 

we confefs we cannot entirely approve of his 

Lordfhip's negleCt and want of forefight in one 

particular, namely, in not giving General Howe 

his rank earlier, which would have prevented us 

from being driven to the difagreeable alternative 

of either permitting a foreigner to command out 

troops in America, or fuperfeding the rank of 

the Heffian Lieutenant-General, by putting a 
young Major- General over his head. - Thefe 

are the general leading features of his Lord!hip; 

and we freely confefs, that we never Wt?,ded with 

n1ore pain through any dull, uninterefting de· 

tail in our life; nor could any other confidera

tion, but a faithful difcharge of our engage

ments with the public, have compelled us to fo 
naufeous and difgufting a tafk. 

I-Iis LQrdiliip's talents as a parliamentary 

fpeal~er are confdfed on all hands to intitle hin1 to 

the place we have here affigned him. He fpeaks 

with great facility. Flis language is pointed and 

well choft'n ; and he gives his harangues a 

ftrength of colouring, and infufes into them a 

warmth and energy of expreffion, fcarcely ex-
celled 
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celled by any one Lord in the Houfe. He 

affects a bold explicit manner of declaring his 

fentiments; and never fails to accompany it 

with an earneftnefs and perfonal refponfibility, 

bearing the ftrongeft appearance of [elf-con

viction. His voice and manner are rather 

pleafing; and by blending a certain fpecies of 

candour and boldnefs in every thing he fays, 

and in general difclaiming all perfonal allufion, 

he is heard with pleafure, and is fure to meet with 

the approbation of, at leaft, thofe who vote 

with him. -:-- His Lord!bip's fpeeches, on the 

other hand, feldom contain any folid matter. 

If he be well informed in his office, or in the 

great line of politics in which he is engaged, he 

is certainly one of the beft Jecret-keepers we know 

in Parliament. The firength and power of his 

oratory confifts chiefly in round affertions, or flat 

contradiCtions to thofe of his antagonifts, and in 

exterior and inferior advantages, that are derived 

from nature, habit, and education, but which 

are totally independent and unconneCted with 

that fpecies of argutnent and fair deduction t at 

leads to rational conviction. 

LoR 
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L 0 R D s H E L B u R N E. 

T HIS Nobleman's character, if drawn at 
full length, would abound with incidents 

as curious and extraordinary as any in the tedious 
mufter-roll, which contains the names of th~ 
prefent poffeifors and competitors for power; but 
as our profeffed plan prevents us from puibing 
our enquiries farther back than the difgraceful 
treaty entered into by that once truly great man, 
the prefent little Earl of Chatham, in which he 
furrendered the Majefly of the people of England, 
in return for a peerage and an irrefponfible of
fice, an office however peculiarly well fuited to a . 
Noflru1}Z-monger *, we find ourfelves of courfe 
obliged to refer our readers to fame of the Ata
lantis's of the day, for the hackney tales told of 
the Thane t, Tycho :t:, Volpone !1, and Mala
grida §. To thofe precious repofitories, we 
chearfully dirett the inquifitive, unfledged poli
tician, and proceed to the execution of our tafk. 

· Lord Privy Seal-Patents for vending poifonous me-
icines and noftrums fold at this !hop. · 
t Lord Bute. 
t Lord Chatham. 
IJ The late Lord Holland. 
§ .Lord Shelburne. 

We 
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We find Lord Shelburne in the Cabinet, as 

one of Lord Chatham's Secretaries of State, in 

the fpring 1767, when the American Port dutie~ 

were devifed elfewhere, but publicly fupported 

by a faithlefs Chancellor of the Exchequer*, 

contrary to the fentiments of his colleagues in 

office. This is the prevailing opinion : he is not 

forthcoming to anfwer for hin1feJf; but as no 

man who knew him, entertains a .fingle doubt of 

his unbounded ambition, his verfatility and want 

of fyftem, charity obliges, and common fenfe 

urges us to fuppofe, that the Duke of Grafton, 

and the Lords Chatham, Shelburne, and Cam

den, be their faults what they may in other re

fpeCl::s, would hardly have confented to a meafure 

which would at once have emptied them of 

every pretenfion to public virtue or political 

value, if they had not been compelled by a 
power greater or as great as the King himfelf. 
Lord Shelburne, therefore, we may prefume, 

puihed on by this fovereign irrefiftible momentum, 
gave way, the confequence of which was, that 

we were prefented with that famous law for 

laying duties on tea, paper, painters colours, 

and glafs. 

The Adminiftration we have juft been fpeak .. 

ing of, the blackeft and the moft deftructive this 

nation ever fJw, was in its diffolution no lefs 

extraordinary rh an in its formation. It was no 

fooner embodied than its ruin was determined. 

• The late Charles Townihend. 

N 2 The 
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The noble Lord* who was at the head of it, 
loft his fenfes, as well as his health and popu
larity. The Chancellor of the Exchequer t, 
who always hated, envied, and feared him, pro
fited of the glorious opportunity : he fowed, 
with the moft wicked and able. malignity, jea
]oufies and anin1ofities, that became impoffible 
to cure or remove. He paid his court alternately 
in the Clofet, and to the Houfe of Bedford; and 
when he had rendered every man in the Cabinet 
hateful to the Public, contemptible at the 
Council-table, and defpicable in Parliament, he 
then rendered them hateful and defpicable to 
each other. The laft act of his life, more imme
diately relating to the noble Lord who is the 
{ubjeet of this day, will ferve as a fpecimen of the 
manner thofe mere minifterial phantoms, as they 
pa!fed in fucceffion, were treated and difmiifed. 
In the fummer of 1767, the views of France 
tlpon Corfica became too apparent to be longer 
permitted with indifference by an Engli!h Admi
niftration. Lord Shelburne, as Secretary of 
State for the Southern department, with the ap
probation of the other members of the Cabinet, 
gave inftruB:ions to our Minifter at the French 
Court to remonflrate againft the meafure of 
making a conqueft of Corfica. Choifeul, who 
knew the imbecillity of thofe minifterial fha
rlows that then occupied the feveral refponfible 
offices of the State, treated the remonftrance 
with the contempt that was natural. The noble 

• Lord Chataam. t The late Charles Townfhend.· 

Lord 
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Lord* who made it could not endure this fitu
ation, and infl:antly, without leave or notice at 
either fide of the water, returned to England. 
What was the confequence? The French Am
baffador here receivdd the full eft affurauces (and 
from an authority that could not be queftioned) 
that Lord Shelburne atl:ed entirely on his own 
head. The remonftrance was difclaimed by the 
other members of Adminifhation ; hi.s Lordfhit> 
was difmifled, and the very perfon who retnon· 
ftrated appointed Secretary of State. 

His Lord!hip from that inftant commenced 
a violent partifan againft the meafures of the 
Court, and on many occafions has prov d a very 
powerful adverfary. He joined the Minifter in 
the meafure of new modelling the Eaft-India 
Company, and fome other matters of Iefs confe
quence, which has given rife to feveral reports of 
his again returning into office, under the prefent 
Court fyjlem. 

This, however, can hardly be credited, unlefs 
by thofe who would wifh to reprefent him as one 
of the moft weak, as well as the moft unprincipled 
n1en, that ever appeared upon the public ftage. 

His opinions delivered in Parliament relative 
to the unhappy diiputes which diftract, divide, 
and indeed threaten the deftruCl:ion, if not total 
diffolution, of this once glorious and envied em-

L~rd Rochford 

pi re, 
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pire, materially correfpond, or rather feem to be 
copied from thofe avowed by his patron and con
fidential friend*; and here we think it a part of 
our duty to give the fulleft teftimony in their 
favour, and at the fame time to fubmit a fhort 
lketch of them to our readers.-His Lordfhip has 
uniformly (at le aft in his parliamentary fpeeches 
on the fubjeCt) contended for the fupreme domi
nion of this country over all its members and de
pendencies, as exercifed through that true con
ftitutional medium, the executive powers of the 
ftate. On this ground he has maintained the 
prerogative of the Sovereign, refpeCting the ex
clufive unconditional right he has to the ordering 
and direCting the n1ilitary force of the nation, 
under the dernier controul of Parliament, and the 
inherent right of the Legifiature to enaCt certain 
laws that fuall be binding on all the members of 
the empire. This general outline will be more 
fully underftood by the following explanation. 
His Lordfhip thinks that the Sovereign of Great
Britain may fend or order his troops to A m erica 
or Ireland, or withdraw them at pleafure; and 
that he can no more part with this grand prero
gative, notwithftanding any promife, conceffion, 
or engagement he may have made, or may here
after make, than he can with his crown ; and 
that the Parliament have a right to pafs laws for 
reogulating the commerce of Ireland and America, 
with all the neceffary confequentes of inforcing 
them by the eftablifhing Courts of Admiraly,_ 

• Lord Chatham. 

and 
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nd creating penalties for their due and juft ob

fervance. On the other hand, he is equally clear, · 

that the Parliament have no right to tax unrepre-

fented America ; that it is a principle in this con

fiitution, that all its native fubjects are entitled 

to equal privileges, the moft important and lead

ing of which is the granting their own money; 

and that the injuftice of robbing the colonifts of 

this facred and invaluable franchife, can only be 

equalled by the folly, madnefs, and inexpedi

ency of the attempt. · 

IIis Lordlhip, though a man of {l:rong fpecu

lative abilities, was put into offices of great truft 

much too ear/;'. His youth and inexperience were 

not to be balanced by the mere raw efforts of a 

natural good underftanding. A knowledge of 

hujinefs, and the haf?its that are acquired by an 

intimate acquaintance with it, are not to be com

penfated by any degree of fpeculative refearch, 

however ably or diligently purfued ; and we are 

not backward in declaring this very important 

truth, that one of the greateft misfortunes of this 

prefent reign has been, that boys have been made 

Minifters; and that clqfet arrangements have fuper

flded the juft pretenfions of long experience and 

official merit. This obfervation is by no means 

particularly pointed at the noble Lord, nor, if it 

were, would it be at prefent properly appli~d. 

His Lord!hip's talents as a parliamen ary 

fpeaker are well known. He abounds in infor

mation well worthy the attention of his noble 
auditory, 
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auditory, and of the very Minifters whofe n1ea
fures he oppofes. His fpeeches bear the appear
ance of having been ftudied and arranged, pre
vious to their delivery : they are judicioufiy 
conceived, fententious and correCt; and never 
fail of impreffing his fentiments in the moft 
pointed and perfpicuous manner. His general 
acquaintance with books, with the political hif
tory of Europe, the general interefts of com
merce, and particularly thofe of the Britifh 
empire, are evident proofs of his indufi:ry and 
found judgment. In fine, he is one of the m oft 
ufeful fpeakers in the Houfe of Lords, on the 
part of Oppofition ; his ab fence or defetl:ion there-

. fore would, at this important crifis, be moft 
feverely felt. On the other hand, his Lordfl1ip's 
harangues, though delivered with facility, have 
t:oo much the appearance of art and fi:udy; while 
his conftant appeals to the candour and indul
gence of his hearers are evidently mere traps for 
applaufe, and by their frequent repetition be~ 
come tirefome an<;! difgufi:ing. 

MR. 
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MR. WELLBO E EL LIS. 

T HIS gentleman is efteemed one of the moft 
fteady, uniform courtiers in either Houfe 

of Parliament, as there has been fcarcely an Ad
minifiration for the lafi thirty years in this 
country, in which he has not borne a fhare, and 
chearfully parted with his colleagues the inftant 
they parted with their power. The firft con
fpicuous part he took fince the commen<:ement of 
the period to which we have limited thefe en
quiries, was in the expulfion of Mr. Wilkes, 
and the vote of incapacitation which followed 
in the fpring feffion 1 76 8. lt was the great zeal 
he manifefted on that occafion which gave birth 
to the celebrated obfervation of that elegant 
writer, J unius, that " the mine was funk, com
buftibles provided, and Wellbore Ellis, the Guy 
Faux of the fable, waited only for the fignal of 
command.'' There was a fatyrical print pub .. 
lifhed at the time, reprefenting this finely pointed 
allufion to the confpiracy l>nown by the name of 
the Gunpowder Plot, in which Mr. Ell is was drawn 
with a lantern, fe.tting fire to the comhuftibleJ 
prepared for blowing up the conftitution ; and 
Lord Bute in the back ground, with a truncheon 
ip his hand, girr.;ing the word of command. J:Iis 

0 unweaned 



98 C H A R A C T E R: S. 

unwearied and indefatigable zeal in this bufinefs 
made him, if poffible, more dear to thofe who 
imagined they could not fuew their efteem for his 
Majefty more clearly, than by avenging a per
{onal infult or reflection on his family, at the ex
pence of overthrowing the laws in that infi:ance, 
and fapping the foundations of this once gloriom;, 
happy, and juftly envied confticution. 

As Mr. Ellis is reputed to be one of the King's 
friends, and prefumed likewife to be a favourite 
at Buckingham-houfe ; and as the term King's 
friend, in the fenfe here intended to be conveyed,. 
though frequently mentioned, feems not to be fo 
geneually underftood ; and, finally, as the term· 
will often recur in the following political fketches, 
we think it is in fame degree our duty, as far as 
in our power, to elucidate any obfolete, doubtful, 
or technical phrafe we may be· nece.ffa.ril'y obliged 
to ufe. 

By King's friends we do not mean the mere 
loyal tools, who always vote one way, on an ab
furd idea, that fupporting Adminillration is an 
act of perfonal refpeEt to the Sovereign ; that 
Government and Adminiftratron mean the fame 

. thing ; and that diftrufting and oppofing Mi
nifter.5, on any account, or almoft in any event, 
is an act little lhort of mifprifion of treafon. 

o, fuch men, however mifiaken, act on prin
ciple; they may be charged with folly, with 
prejudice, with political blindnefs : the King's 
friends we WOl.lld wi1h to convey an adequate and 

faithful 
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faithful defcription of, lay no pretention to public 
confidence or public virtue, no perfonal attach
ment to the Sovereign, no regard to the confti· 
tution. They are felecred from men who havino-, b 

no predilection for any thing under heaven but 
their own intereft, are willing to do or undertake 
every thing they are defired. . Veterans in office 
and in ParJia,ment ; their abilities are known ; 
their pliability l:ias been freqnently tried ·~ and as 
there is no party with whom they have not 
acted, nor fyftem of Adminiihation they have 
no.t embraced, fo there is no meafure, howfoever 
contradictory to their former declared fentiments 
and opinions, they are ajhamed to varni!h over, 
nor fet of f!len they have not betrayed and aban
doned. * They are, fays an able writer, diftri
buted with art and judgment through the feveral 
departments of the ftate, or in fine cure places : 
they feldom a· m at the higla and refponfibk offices 
of the kingliom, but occupy place$ which are 
only an excufe for falary ; yet they poffefs all the 
influence of the higheft pofts, and dictate in 
almoft every thing with a pride of fuperiority. 
Whenever they diffent (which is fometimes the 
c.afe) from their nominal leaders, the trained part 
of the Senate, inftinEtive1y in the fecret, is fure 
to follow them, provided the otl:enfible Minifter 
and his friends, fenfible of their fituation, don ot 

• The leaders are faid to he the creaturtt of the K-, 
trained, difciplined, and inftrufled by lords B-e and 
M-d; the names of the leaders are likewife fuppofed 
ta -\)e Lords Clare and Barrington, and Mellh. Ellis, Jen
kinfon., tStanley, ,and ~ir Gilbert Elliott, (11111 multis aliit. 

0 2 themfelves 
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~hemfelves recede in time from their ruoft declarea 
opinions. 

It is hardly conceivable to any one who has 
not feen it, what pleafure is taken by the authors 
and managers of the Court fyflem behind the 
curtain, in rendering thofe t heads of office 
thoroughly contemptible ~nd ridiculous. The 
places occupied by this refpeCtable corps are re
moved from the elevated and fl,ippery heights of 
labour, talents, and refponDbinry ~ they are fitu
ated in pea~e and fecurity, and are, in effect~ 
held for life. 

Whether Mr. E~lis anfwers t~is defcription or 
not, we do not pre~end to determine; if he or his 
friend$ afpire to the honourable appellation, they 
muft take it with all its confequences; if they 
1hould not, it would ilf become us to confer ho
nours, till we are previoufiy a.ff~red _that they 
would not be rejeCted with difdai~. 

The next confpicuous appearanc~ Mr. Elli~ 
made after the affair of the Middlefex election, 
was in his ftrenuous endeavours to defeat Mr. 
Grenville's bill " for regulating the trials of con-:
troverted elections for Members to ferve in Par
liament.'~ After oppofing it vehemently in all the 

+ '!'his frequently happened during the lail: adminiftratiou 
of Lord Chatham, and that which fucceeded it, under the pr 
tended diretlion of the Duke of Grafton. Even our prefen 
worthy Premier has felt fome raps over the knuckles, ani, 
but for certain ftate reafons, woulcl feel them oftener. 

precedent 
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precedent ftages, he moved on the order to take 
the report into confider~tion, that the bill might 
be put off for two months; which motion of poft
poning to a lpng day is looked upon equal to 
an abfolute negative. On a diyifion, ~owever, 
the King's friends, for the firft time fince their 
being embodied into a regular ftanding corps, 
found thernfelves in a minority ; the numbers 
being I 8 7 to I 2 5, on tpe queftion'~ being put~ 
whether the bill fhould be e~groifed. 

This gentleman was very aCtive in the fam~ 
feiTion ( 1 7 70) in endeavouring to fiifle all enquiry 
pr examination of the tf.;en ftate of America: ill 
that and his oppofition to the bill qrought in by 
rylr. Herbert for regulating expulfions, he wa~ 
more fuccefsful than in his attempt to defeat Mr. 
Grenville's bill. Any defe~t in this line was 
thought fomewhat extraordinary; the late Lor4 
Holland and he being looked upon as the two 
~eading election-managers in the Hou(e of Com
n1ons. A il:riking allufion to thi$ part of the 
~entleman's fe~atori~l charl}.tl.:er was made by a 
~ell-known facetious Counfel, on the trying 
fhe merits of a Welih eleCl:ion lately before · · 
a Select Committee of the Houfe of CommonG. 
The laO: decifion \Va~ much relied on ; the 
J ournaJs of tht:! Houfe were appealed to ; and 
the numbers be~ng ne~dy equal (I 47 to 143)
~ook, fays the learned wag, with great com
pofure, at the tellers.-What of that? anfwered 
his antagonift. Ah ! my friend, ~t feems yo~ 
do not know much of .eletiion m~tters ; do not 

1 I 1 ' > • • ' • • 

yo . 
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you fee George Grenvil!e at one fide, and WellboY~ 
Ellis on the other? Only look again, and obferve 
which of their opinions was favourable to my 
dient; and when you do, I dare fay you will not 
t.ruft much to your boafted dedilon, unlefs you 
n1ean to rnijlead the prefent Committee, as the 
latter honourable gentleman was known for [Q 

many years to have miaed the Houfe~ 

That favourite meafure of the Court Jjjient., 
the Royal marriage bill, was particularly patro
nized by him. He was called to the chair of the 
Co.mmittee by fpecial appointment; and fiUed 
hi~ ojjice like a faithful fervant, fitting up all 
night during the .commitment of the bill, and 
Jcarcely taking any repofe, but confrantly attend
ing the private deliberations at Buckingham-houfe 
each fuccellve morning, till he returned the bill 
at the bar of the Houfe of Lords with concurrence 
of the Commons. 

I 

His conduct: refpecting A.tnefi.can affairs, t'ince 
the breaking out of the prdent troubles, has been 
uniform, dtcifive, and fteady. He has always 
declared himfelf for the fupremacy of Parliament, 
and for receiving no conceffion .fhort of uncondi
tional fubm:iffion. He fpoke very warmly again it 
the Minifrer's conciliatory propofition of the 20th 
of February, I 77 5 ; and in the courfe of laft 
feilion frequently hinted at the fupinenefs of Ad
miniftration, their indecijive conduct, their mif
ilzken lenity ; and attributed, in a great mea
f11re, all ~h.e Jn}fcarria~es that had hitherto hap-

pened 
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ened to a wa11t of firl)1nefs, alacrity, and in
formation. To foften this direct charge againft 
the puppets in feeming power, he attributed our 
difappointments more to wrong information than 
any thing elfe, and congratulated the Houfe on 
the converjion of Adminifi:ration. In fine, he 
prediCted two things: that our arms would in 
the end prove vietori'?us, perhaps without 
much bloodlhed; but whether or not, they would 
prove victorious: the inevitable confequence of 
which would be, the obtaining a revenue towar.ds 
eafing the heavy burdens borne by the people of 
this country. 

Mrr Ellis, as a parliamentary fpeaker, is cer
tainly very able. He is well acquainted with men 
and books, practice and fpecu!ation. Long 
trained to buftnefs, and the v rious details of 
almoft every o.fficial board, he fpeaks on every 
fubjeB: connected with them with perfpkuity,. 
confidence, and precifion. Few perfons, if any 
in the Houfe, either in or out of Adminiftration, 
can venture to contend with him in this line with 
any profpeCl: of fuccefs. To a found, native 
underftanding, he has united a clofe and judicious. 
attention to bufinefs; the refult of which is, that 
he is one of the bejl informed men in the Houfc 
of Commons. His oratory i~ not ihining or bril- # 

liant, but his difcourfes are all regular, correCt~ 
and finifhed. He delivers himfelf in the language 
of a gentleman and a fcholar, and with an 
elegance and concifenefs equalled by few, an.d 
furpa.lfed fcarceJ y by any. He never fail! to 

clofe 
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clofe his fpeeches by proving his arguments on 
the clearefi: principles of logical deduction, allow
ing his faEts to be true. In fine, he is no lefs deX
trous at demolijhing the arguments of his oppo
nents, than in raifing and judicioufiy conftrucring 
his own. 

On the other hand, when hard pref!ed, he fuits 
himfelf to his fituation ; and is as ingenious in. 
evading, palliating, explaining away, and ftrain
ing precedents, as he is at other times perfuafive, 
logical, and convincing. He then learns to mag
nify trifles, and trace fimilitudes where there 
never exifted a 1ikenefs. He can promife, becaufe 
he is not refponjiblt; he can venture to predict, 
becaufe he does not pretend to infpiration. He 
may aeny or affert, when the proofs are not within 
reach. On the whole, though he is one of the 
ab left fpeakers Adminiftration have to boa!l: of, 
and much the ableft fupport they have in the 
moment of difficulty; yet he has a certain finical
nefs in 'his voice and manner, which is no lefs 
fatal to his pretenlions to the rank of a firfl:-rate 
energetic orator, than the neciffity arifing from his 
political vzews, emolument!, and purfuits, is often 

· to 11is arguments, deductions, and abftratt de
finitions. 
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MR. DUNL N G. 

T HIS e~inent La rvyer, di~inguifhed Orator, 

and h1therto fteady Patnot, made his firft 

appearance on the public ftage during the ad

miniftration fuppofed to have been formed, and 

for fome months to have been conduCted, by the 

Earl of Chatham. He vas appointed Solicitor· 

General foon after his Lord!hip's acceffion into 

power; and, as long as he remained in office, 

difcharged the duties of it with equal integrity 

and ability. His talents recommended him to 

the noble Lord laft mentioned, when the firft 

Prince in Europe would have been glad to be 

honoured with his Lordfhip's friendfhip; when 

the foreign and domeftic foes of Britain trembled 

at the thunder of his voice; when the fecret fa

vourers of defpotifm lay in concealment ; and a 

Government unconnected with the Cabinet~ a 

conftitutional Parliament, or the People, had not 

been, as yet, publicly manifefted, by a train ~f 
the m oft: blundering, oppreffi ve, and tyrann1c 

meafures. 

The time at length arrived~ when Mr. Dun

ning could no longer endure his ficuation. At the 

commen~eme.or of that telebrated feffion ( r 770) 
p which 
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which will be tranfmitted to future ages by the
expreffive and well- fuited defcription of the 
Horned Cattle feffion, when the 1ninds of all men 
were occupied refpeB:ing the petitions relative tt> 
the Middlefex election, and very important con
fequences were expeCted to refult from the ftile 
and manner thofe petitions would be noticed in 
~he King's Speech, that minifterial performance 
very gravely recommended· to Parliament, U> 
prov-ide the beft means of preventing the infec
tion, which. might arife £rom the diftemper then 
lately brol\e out among the horned cattle, fron1 
fpreading. Mortified to the quick at fuch a fo
lemn ·mockery of every thing that was great and 
facred, as foon as a motion was made for i~ 
troducing an amendment into the Addrefs, in 
anfwer to the King's Speech, he arofe and apo.
logized to the Houfe. He faid, that nothing but 
his ilJ ftate of health would have prevented him 
from giving his opinion in detail upon the pre
fent critical ftate of affairs; but more particularly 
on that part of the amendment propofed hy his 
honourable friend*, which propofed to take into 
the rnoft ferious confideration the proceedings in 
that ·Ht:mfe, touching. its late vote for incapaci. 
tating John Wilkes,.Efq. He faid he could not 
content himfelf with a filent vote, nor fit down 
witho 1-t affigning his two leading reafons for 
voting for the amendment. One was, that a 
general unea!inefs and difcontent had gone forth 
among the people; the other, becaufe he thought 
the words of the amendment would be fome 

Mr. Dowdefwell. 

mark 
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mark to the public, 'hat the national grievances 
would, as they ought, come under the confidera
tion of Parliament. 

As a man of fpirit, as well as principle, he 
immediately refigned; but offered very gene-
ouRy to difcharge the duties of his office, till 

another fit ~erfon 1hould be pitched upon to fuc
ceed him. In :this fttuation, during the feveral 
great changes which happened in the courfe of 
nine or ten weeks, particularly the refignation 
of the Duke of Grafcort, and the appointment 
of Lord North in his room, he rc:mained in
flexible, though often in th~ inn:rim prelf.ed to
refume his poft. At length, all attempts to 
bring him back to his former fituation proving 
ftuitlefs, our prefent worthy, 'onfiientiou~, dif
thterefled Attorney-General was appeint-ed ··Soli-
itor Jn ·his plac~. 
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public virtue, and political value, not only of 
the two parties which at prefent divide this 
nation, but likewife the feveral leading indi .. 
viduals of which each is compofed. 

The firft queftion relative to America, \vhich 

Mr. Dunning diftingui:lhed himfelf particularly 

in, was the celebrated ~ebec bill. In the 
courfe of that ftruggle between conftitutional 

freedom and arbitrary power, though he had the 
whole phalanx of profeilional * mercenaries, as 

well as the weight of the Treafury Bench, and all 
their immediate a!fociates a~1d dependents, to con 
tend with, he proved two pofitions, too evident 

to be evaded, and too clear to admit of a mi· 
nute's ferious controverfy or impartial difcuffion. 

He proved that the conftitution intended to be 
given to the people of Canada by the bill was 
effentially the fame in form, and more liable to 
abufe, than the one they enjoyed under the 
Crown of France; and that the ecclefiaftical 
4Jablijhment granted to them under the idea of 3, 

mere liberty of tonfcience, or a permijfion for the 
free exercife of their religion, was intended to 
cheat them out of their civzl liberty, as Britifh 
fubjech. It was intended, he faid, to operate 
two ways; firft, for the purpofe of eftablifhing 
arbitrar)' power in that vafl extent of country, 

E:omprifed within the limits defcribed in the bill; 
and, fecondly, to employ that p.ower, thus modified 

• Thurloe, Wedderburne, Sir George Hay, and a {warm 
ofl par~al witnclfes. 

and 
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~nd rendered obedient to the will of the pojfejfor, 
in the overthrow of the liberties of America. 

He has ever fince ftriEUy adhered to the fame 

1ine of conduCt. He does not barely confine 

himfelf in deteB:ing the blunders of Adminifl:ra

t~ion; his oppofition has been general ; and if 
truth, and the moft able and intimate knowledge 

of the laws and conftitution of his country, were to 

decide uniformly in St. Stephen's Chapel, we 

may venture to affirm, without any imputation 

of partiality, that he would frequently prove vie ... 

torious, and vote in a majority. He exhibite 

frequent proofs in the courfe of the Jail: feffion, 

and indeed in the two preceding, of his early 

fathoming the intentions of Adminiftration. He 

predicted the confeq uences of the propofed 

Parliamentary Addrefs to his Majefty in January 

177 5, declaring and offering to fupport his Ma-

jefly with their lives and fortunes. He was no 

Jefs fagacious and penetrating in the Court doc

trines meant to be eflablijhed, and drawn here

after into precedent, relative to the introduction af 

foreign troops into any part of the dominions of 

the Britifh Crown, without the previous confent of 

Parliament. The apparent tendency of the Mi· 
litia bill foon attraCted his notice ; and he de .. 

{cried in the earlieft ftages of the Capture act 

(long before the new * Secretary's entrance into 

power had totally altered the parliamentary lan

t;uage of the oftenfible t Minifter) the deter-

• Lord George Germain. t Lord North. 

mined 
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tt-zined refolution of its fecret devifers and profefred 
-.conductors to force America into open rebellion~ 
to gratify fomebody, and verifY their own repeated 
predifiions; as it muft follow, that the Colonifis, 
finding themfelves reduced to the alternative of 
{ubmitt~ng like jlaves, or being doomed to in
.evita.ble deftruction, would declare themfelves 
independent, as the .firft ftep to the procuring 
rOf foreign affifrance .. 

This will, we prefume, convey fome tokrable 
~dea of the political opinions and public conduct 
.of Mr. Dunning during the laft fix yeats; and 
will likewife ferve to ibew, hereafter~ whether 
he be., or be not, as good a fpeculative H:Jtefman., 
as he has been long known to be a great lawyer 
and able orator. We would wifh not to confider 
him particularly under the latter defcription, be
caufe we are confcious of our own inability to do 
him juftice, and at the fame time to meet the ~p
probation of either his friends or adverfaries .. 
¥Ve-re we a{ked, Is l\1ansfield mor.e acute, dif
<Jerning, or pointed? is Camden more pene
trating, logical., or ingenious ? is Burke more 
Rowing, comprenenfive, well informed, or 
farcafricaljy witty? --we fhould certainly 
anfwer, not. Is Th:Urloe as found a lawyer, 
Gr .W.edderburne 2s able an advocate ? --
le !h0olo ftill reply in the negative. But, 

again~ if e were afked, Is Mr. Dunning, 
in his Lj)refont jlate of health, as good -a~ 
orator as any of thofe? - truth.would-..compel 
l.lS tO fay_, he :is not. rlis difcou.rfes, it is true, 

might 
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might cut as refpeCtable a figure in print: but 
his unmarked emphafis at the beft of times ; his 
!lice diftinEtions, divifions, and fubdivifions; 
his frittering his fubject inftead of ferving it up 
in whole pieces; his repetitions of the fubfrance, 
though not the words ; the failure of his voice; 
and, forry we are to add, the confl:ant effort 
which nature makes to relieve him, by a cough, 
all combine to throw him at a f.:.onfiderable 
t1iftance behi:nd.. 

L 0 R D s A N D w I c H. 

T I-llS nobleman, after having undergone his 
purgation for the offences fuppofed· to have 

been committed againft a certain unpopular fa
vourite*, recommended himfelf by his imputed 
fufferingi from the Rockingham party, as well 
as his domeftic diftrelfes, to the commiferation 
of a relenting and forgiving J unto t. They 
knew his value; they recollected his provoca .... 
tions-; they fore fa w the ufes to w hi eh he might 
be fuccef-sfully employed~ they were well aware, 
that if they went to market, the purchafo would 
be all their own, without any condition or limi-

• Lord Bute. 
t- The letters figned Anti-Sejanus were fuppofed to h:tve been written under his Lordihip'$ direc-tion. 

tation 
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tation whatever. The J unto wanted an abl~ 
and willing fervant for their Royal director; and 
his Lordfhip wanted a gracious and generous 
mail:er. In fuch a concurrence of good-will and 
inclin1tioo on both fides, what might not be 
reafonably expeCted? The firil: favourable op
portunity therefore which happened after the 
admiffion of the Bedford party into power in 
I 767, Lord Sandwich was appointed Poftmafter 
General. 1--Iere he remained like his predecef

for * in a kind of n1iniil:erial probation, till a 
vacancy in the Cabinet fhould happen ; and there 

he might have remained ever fince, if the fcruples 

and fears of a certain noble Vifcount t had not 
given his Lordfhip's friends an opportunity of 
calling him into Cabinet. On his !aft-mentioned 

noble friend's refignation of the feals, towards 
the clofe of the year 1770, he was appointed Se
cretary of State for the r-orthern department, in 
the room of Lord Rochford~ who fucceeded Lord 
"Weymouth in the Southern. He did not re1nain 
long in this fituation ; for an honeft tar§, who 
then prefided at the Admiralty Boar.d~ finding 
himfelf rendered a cypher through the overbear
ing man~ates of a J unto, and the treachery of 
his brethren in the mock or ofienjible Cabinet,- on 
one hand; and perceiving, on the other, thar he 
had been groily deceived and impofed on by his 

Surveyor t, refigned in a fit of chagrin and dif-

• Lord Hillfborough. 
t Lord Weymouth. 
§ Sir Edward, now Lord Hawke. 
t Sir Thomas.Slade, Surveyor of the N.avy. 

gufr, 
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guft, which made way for our hero, who was 
appointed Firft Commiffioner of the Admiralty, 
very early in the fpring 1 7 71. 

The conducl and language held in both Houfes 

of Parliament on this occafion was to the lafr de
gree curious and entertaining: it proved beyond 
queftion what Miniiters were capable of faying; 

what the King's friends were capable of enaCii;;g ; 

what the High PriejJ and his immediate affociates 

and affiftants were capable of commanding; and 

what the fpiritlefs, deludtd, degenerate people of 
this country were capable of enduring, without 

c:ven a groan. 

The difpute with the Court of Spain, relative 

to Falkland's IOand, having compelled us to 

arm, and it being found expedient in the firft in
ftance to fend out two fquadrons, one to the Me

diterranean, in order to cover Gibraltar and Mi

norca, and the other to the Weft- In dies, for the 
proteCtion of our fugar iGands and commerce in 
that quarter of the globe, it was found that our 

navy was in the mofi: ruinous and alarming con

dition ; that feveral of the fnips were rotten and 

totally unfit for fervice; that few of them were fit 
for fea at a ihon notice; and that there was a 

total deficiency of almoft every kind ~f frore or 

material, either for fitting out, repairing, or re
building. Whether this evil was difcov·t:red in 

its full extent, at the commencement of thoft: 

naval preparations, we do net pretend to affirm~ 

certain it is, however, tlu on the celebrated I oth 
Q_ of 
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of December, I 770, the day the breach arofe be
tween the two Houfes relative to a noble Lord's • 
moving to have the Houfe cleared while a noble 
Duke t was making a motion, !hewing the de .. 
fencelefs ftate of the fortrefs of Gibraltar, it 
came out that our navy was in a very ufelefs and 
rt'linous condition, which gave an opportunity to 
the noble Lord who is the fubjetl: of thefe obfer
vations to confefs it; and he even ufed it as an 
argument at that time to prove how very un
equal we were to go to war, unlefs actually com
pelled to it; and defended the convention after
wards entered into with the Court of Spain on 
the fame ground.. The King's friends wenr 
obliged to conduCl: themfelves totally on a diffe
rent plan. The Commons were ca11ed on to 
grant an additional fhilling on their lands. Sir 
Edward Hawke was to be difmiffed. It would 
not be decent to difmifs him, while he continued 
to be defended by Adminiil:ration in both Houf~s; 
nor would it bear a very handfome appearance to 
call upon the people to grant half a million of 
m,oney to repair thofe injuries which the navy 
had fuffered by the mifmanagement and neglect of 
Adminifrration, without at the fame time pro
pofing a public enquiry to lay a foundation for 
cenfure or punifument, in proportion to the 
magnitude or nature of the offence. In fuch a 
dilemma how did the J unto aB:? By their fubfti
tutes in both Houfcs. In the Houfe of Lords, 
Lord Sandwich, and fome other leading Members 
in Adminiil:ration, confeffed the charge in its 

· Lord Gowcr. t Duke of Richmond.· 

fulleft 
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fulleft extent; it anfwered them in araument· 
t::> J 

and perhaps OI.:U" hero, to fome other purpofes. In 
the Houfe of Commons the Members were to 

be foothed, appearances were at leaft to be kept 
1.1p: the King's friends therefore fcouted any idea 
which contradicted thofe who affirmed that the 
Britiih navy was in the moft refpeB:able and 
formidable condition. They prevailed upon the 
Firft Commiffioner himfelf to rife and bear tefti-, 
rnony to the truth of their affertions. What: was 
the .confequence of all this juggle, cabal, lnini
fteria arr, and parliamentary contradiction? Sir 
Edward Hawke, who had anfwered the lC1jt pur
pofe the J unto wifhed to effeCt through his 
means~t that of (Jjfuring the Houfe o~( Commons 
<>f the profperous fiate of the Britifh navy, was 
<lifmiffed during the Chriftmas recefs. This 
made way for our noble Lord, as we take the 
liberty, for diftinCtion fake, to call him. His 
Lordfuip wls appointed Firft Commiffi.oner of 
the Admiralty on the ·12th of January, 1771; 
apd the Surveyor, by whom it was then confi
dently reported Sir Edward was miiled, died fud
denly a few days after Cha. Y orke, and fome faid 
of the fame diforder~ the rupture. of a blood-ve1fd. 

As we would wifh to clear the ground as we 
proceed, and not report naked occurrences with
out pointing to the caufes, when thofe caufes 
become obvious we bea leave to remind our read'-, 0 

ers, that our Lord had dope away all his former 
tranfgreffions, and knit himfelf clofer to the 
Junta than ever, by the very diflinguijhed part he 

Q..2 took 
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took in the Houfe of Lords, during the fpring 
feffi~:m 1 7 ;o, in relation to the Middlefex elec
tion, particularly by that telebrated fpeech made 
in his clofet, printed, and diffeminated by previouJ 
agreement, and faid to be fpoken on the 2d of 
February, on Lord Rockingha,m's motion, " that 
the Houfe of Commons, in the exercife of its ju
dicature in matters of eleCtion, is bound to judge 
according to the law of the land, and the known 
and eftablifhed Jaw and cuftom of Parliament, 
which is part thereof." He was then at the Poft
office, in a irate fomewhat refembiing a deferv
ing naval veteran of rank and meritorious fervice 
appointed Governor of Greenwich, happy in re
tirement, yet ready ro come forward when an 
opportunity of ferving his country in a more 
elevated and efficient .Utuation fhould call ~irn 
forth. 

From his taking his feat at the Board, at 
·which he at prefent prefides, till the commence-: 
1nent of the prefent troubles in America, we know 
-:very little of his Lord(hip, in either his official, 
cabinet, or p;1rliamentary capacity, worth record
ing, more than what might be included within 
thi.s compendicus defcription, that hefupported Ad
miniftration; that is, in plain Englifh, he did 
tl·ot commit an aB: of political fuicide on his own 
precious perfon. It is true, the l-Ioufe of Com
mons were divided into two parties, refpecting 
llis conduct and abilities. His adverfaries con ... 
tended, that then.: was r.ever known \n this coun
try fo hjgh or bt_.1nhenfc.me a naval peace efl:a-; 

bli{hment, 
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blifhment, by 4000 men, fupported at an expence 

of 2oo,ooo l. per annum ; that half a million, an 

other great and extraordinary grants, had been 

made on his Lordfhip's entrance into office; that 

befides thefe naval grants made at that time, the 

articles of extraordinarie£, wear and tear, repairs, 

buildings and rebuildings, exceeded any thing 

ever known within the fame period; that, added 

to this, a heavy navy debt was ftill incurring; 
that the navy, with all this monftrous and unpre

cedeoted expence, was far from being in the re

fpetlable condition it was reprefented; and at all 
events, if what his Lordfhip's blazoners and de

fenders faid was H:riCl:ly juft, tnen the Houfc o 

Commons was deceived by Adminiftration : for 

how was it poilible, if what Minifters afferted re

fpeCting the fiouriihing ftate of the navy on the 
threatened rupture with Spain were true, that the 

nation fhould be put to the a:1nual extraordinary 

~xpence of at leaft a million, in buildings, re

buildings, and purchafe of timber and all k~nds 

of ftores ?-His friends, particularly the l\1inifier, 

(who neverthelels compbined loudly of the ex
pence) faid, that the navy it is true, when his 

Lordfhip came into office, was in a ruinous ftate; 

yet Minifters had not mifled or mifinformed the 
~oufe, for the fhips built of green timb~r in the 

height of the late war roned imperceptibly, and 

were obliged to be broken up for other ufes, or 

fold. That the noble Lord who now prefides at 

the Boa'l"d, perceiving the neceffity of putting 
our navy on a refpeC1:able footing, had laid in 

Vflft frocks of feafoned timber not fllbjeC1: to de-
cay~ 
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cay, and a proportionable quantity of all kinds 
of naval ftores; the confequence of which would 
be, that late in 177 4, or early in 17 7 5" we 
1hould have in our different docks as guardfhips, 
and at fea, above eighty men of war of the line 
fit for aCtual fer vice; · and upwards of twenty of 
them manned and ready for fea at a few hours 
notice. Which of thofe accounts may be nearer 
the truth (for we have hardly a doubt that they 
are both exaggerated) we will not pretend to de
termine. 

We will now proceed from narration and opi
nion to knowledge and fatl:; we mean fo far as 
the fame relates to the fuppofed juftice and pro
priety of the American war~ and his Lordfhip's 
conduct, as a Minifler, a Senator, and an official 
man. 

His Lord!bip has been all aiong one of the 
warmeft advocates for the unmodified claim of 
f.upremacy of this country over America, on the 
alternative of.abfolute conquefl, as againft an alien 
enemy on our fide, and unconditional fubrniffion 
on theirs. His arguments are built entirely on 
the fame f01.:tndatkm with thofe of Lord Mans· 
field. The right of taxation, he contends, is in 
. he Britifh Legifiature; and though we were wil
ling to relax or concede, An1erica is not; there
fore we muft affert that dght, or for ever relin
quifu it. On the point of expediency, his Lord
fuip is, if poffible, more exprefs and explicit. 
He has engaged not only for the pacific and 

friendly 
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friendly difpofitions of the Courts of Verfailles 
and Madrid, as often as any fears for the even 
of their conduct have been fuggefted, but he has 
done n1ore; he has engaged and pledged himfelf 
repeatedly to Parliament and the public, for the 
cowardly difpofitions of every Britith fubjett of 
American birth7 from Hudfon's Bay to St. Au
guftine. He has compared them (we have 
heard his Lordfhip with our own ears) to the 
cowardly Afiatics, defeated by a certain deceafed 
noble Lord*, whom he diftinguifhed by the 
well-known appellation of the Hetlven-born Ge
neral; and added emphatically, in anf wer to 
fomething urged by his opponents in debate, re
fpetl:ing their numbers, that the more numerouJ 
they were the better; it would give him pleafure 
to hear that the rebels confifted of an hundred 
thoufand inftead of ten; for in that event, as in 
Afia, and wherever elfe i regular difciplined 
force were to contend with a mob, particularly 
a mob compofed of cowards, braggards, and pol
troons, fuccefs would be more certain, and would 
be bought on 'heaper and eajier terms : one vic
tory would anfwer every purpofe of a dozen, and 
the flame of rebellion would be foaner extinguifh
ed, and with left trouble and bloodlhed. 

In his Lord!hip's official character, we are forry 
to fay he did nor atl: with his ufual candour; and 
it is with fome degree of relutl:ance that we find 
ourfelves compelled, by our profeifed love of truth 

• Lord Clive. 

and 
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and impartiality, to differ from fo high and re..

fpectable an authority on any point. 

During the fpring feffion 17 7 5, 4000 addi .. 

tional feamen being propofed and agreed to in 

the Houfe of Commons, on a debate in the Houfe 

of Lords on Lord Chatham's Conciliatory bill, 

two points were much infifled on by the Mem

bers in oppofition; one of them, that 2 2,ooo 

feamen, including 5000 marines, would not be 

fufficient for carrying on the intended naval ope

ra~ions in America; the other, that fuppofing 

they fhould, we muft inevitably leave our coaft 

at home defencelefs, and the few ibips left to guard 

us unmanned.-To the latter of thefe objections 

his Lordfhip anfwered, that eighteen guardihips 

would remain at home ready to proceed to fea at 

a day's notice, which would be fuperior to any 

fleet the combined force of France and Spain 

could fend to fea without our having a long pre

vious kn<>wledge of it; and he affured their Lord· 

fhips (this was in debate) and the public, that a 

force fhould be fent to America that would an

fwer every end of annoying our enemies, and of 

protefling our commerce. 

This is a matter of fact:; iffue has been joined, 

and his Lordihip has been cowuifled of promifing 

more than he was able to perform. Our military 

ftores of all kinds were taleen for want of a fuffi

cient force being fent to America, either to pro- ; 
tea ourfelves or cmnoy our enemies. 

But 
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But if we had no ftronger inducement tha-n 
barely to recal to our readers what every body 
knows, and what many have caufe to lament, :ve 
1hould hardly have brought on this fubjeet, feem
ingly in this unfeafonab e manner. But a motive 
of the firft magnitude, of the mofl: preffing im
portance, has rendered it neceffary in order to 
!hew what Minifrers employed by a J unto dare 
do, and what P-----s are too, that can bafely 
bend to fuch a frate of fervility. On the firft day 
of the laft feffion, his Lordfhip being reminded 
of his engagements the preceding fpring, replied, 
that it was very true, he knew that the number 
of feamen voted would not * be fufficient; but he 
knew likewife, that if he af1<ed for a greater nun1-
ber, it would have been fhongly oppofed, at 
~eafr, if not flatly refufcd. 

His Lord Chip is undoubtedly a man of talents, 
and well acquainted with bufinefs; but whether 
he is equal to the very important poft he nDw 

* Lords Proteft, 27:h Ottober, 1775; alludes to the 
:above faet.-They fay, '' Nor can we impute the mifcon .. 
duct of Minifrers to mere inability, or to their igno
rance of the frate of AJnerica, upon which they attempt 
to jufrify themfelves; for while fome members of Adm!-· 
nifiration confefs they were deceived as to the frrength and 
condition of the provinces, we have from ot!-Icrs official 
information, that the infufficiency of the navy was concealed• 
from Parliament, at1d part of Adminifl:ration, from a fear of 
not receiving fupport from its members."-Signcd Tor ... 
rington, Fitzwilliam, Archer, ~hanet, ~holmondelcy, 
King, Po,-tland, Sramford, Ponionby, Abmgdon, Man
chefier, Devonfl1ire, Chedworth, Boylc, Craven, Scarbo
rough, Effingham, Rocldn.~ham, Richmond. · 

R occupies, 
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occupies, is more than we dare venture to decide 
on. He is certainly, from his ignorance of nava 
affairs, extremely liable to be impofed on; and 
of courfe he may be led into error, in propor
tion, ftrange as it may appear, to the goodneft 
of his heart, and the foundnefs of his under
ftanding. His Lord1hip's talents, in other re
fpeB:s, are confeffed. He is certainly a great 
Statefman. If report be not a liar, he convinced 
the late Lord Chefterfield, that he could out-do 
him even in his own way;. and fhewed the Lords 
Bute and Holland, and the celebrated George 
Grenville, of plodding memory, that honefty and 
quick parts were an overmatch for mere cunning 
and a knowledge of Cocker"s Arithmetic. Be 
that as it may,. Lord Sandwid1 is now a noun
fubftantive, or if there be a queftion who [up
ports him, and has for forne years, it can only 
be folved at Buckingham-houfe. 

As a parliamentary fpeaker,. Lord Sandwich 
certainly ftands very low on the lift ; and it is 
only on account of his political value in other re
fpetl:s, that we have brought him forward thus 
early. His difcourfes are auk ward, loofu, and 
detached. He generally ftands with his hands 
· n his pockets,. or as if in the very aCt of driving 
a flock of geefe, or forcing them into the end of 
a narrow lane. His fpeeches are ftories, or fhort 
replies to what is offered on the other fide, con
fifting chiefly of contradictions. In the midft of 
his graveft arguments, he lets fall fome expref
hon which throws the Houfe in a roar, and feems 

1· ttle 
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Jittle folicitous whether it be at the expence of 
himfelf, or his antagonifts. On the whole, if 
Lord Sandwich were not a man of bujinefs, of 

talents, and parliamentary knowledge, the Houfe 
i? which he fits would never have been perfuaded 
to endure him as an orator.-It is only for unifor .. 
mity fake that we have touched upon this part 
of his Lordiliip's charaCter, fince we did not think 

it worthy of being treated more in detail. 

The DUKE of RICHMOND. 

0 bring his Grace forward as a public man, 
it will be neceffary to n1ake a trifling devi

ation from the rule we have hitherto adhered to, 

and mean in future to follow, when not com
pelled to a breach of it, as on the prefent occa
fion. The rule we here ad vert to is~ not to pu!h 
our political refearches farther back than the 
month of .. A.uguft, 1766, when that great 
orator, able politician~ and confummate fratefman, 
Mr. Pitt, in a fit of vanity and frenzy mixed, or 
by an aCt of cool premeditated treachery, bartered 
h1mfelf, and every thing which ought to be held 
dear by Engli!hmen, for the Earldom of ChJt
ham, and a fat irrefponfible office. As we have 
often alluded to this !hameful barter in terms of 
reproach and lamentation; and as fame perfo~s 
may think we have laid too great a ftrefs on 1t, 

~ 2 and 



114 C H A R A C T ·E R, S. 
and fay, that it could amount to no more than 
the political defeCtion of o11e man, we beg leave, 
once for all, to add this il1ort explanation ; that 
it is not the aCt we now have caufe to lament, but 
its fatal effects. His Lordfhip is {till alive, and 
in oppofition ; fo is much the greater part of the 
friends that went into Adminiil:ntion with him : 
but when we fpeak of a barter, we mean to fay, 
that for what the noble Lord received in th~ 
clofet, he virttJ,ally furrendered that influence the 
people ot this country have had ever fince the 
-~evolution, in chufingj11me of thole fervants of 
the crown and the pub!ic, which were wont to be 
cdled into office, and fupported there, as much 
by the confidence of one, as the favour of the other: 
in faEt, our Government was once a popular Go
vernment; we are now forry to fay that it has 
every appearance of a mere fyitem of f<Ivouritifm, 
originating in the views, paffions, caprices, re
fentments, and affeqions of one 111an. 

To return from -this digrefiion to what gave 
rife to it : the Duke of Richmond having not 
been in office fince the year 1 766, we are obliged 
to feck and take up his political (haracter in the 
month of July, I 76 5, on the minifl:erial arrange
ment which took !-'lace under Lord Rockingham 
and the Old \Vhigs, fupported ~nd patronized by 
the late Du!(e of Cumberland. 

1-Iis Grace w~s appointed Ambaffador to the 
Court of France, and acquitted himfelf extremely 
well; p.arti~ularly relative to the den)Jlition of the 

bafo~ 
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afon at Dunkirk, which, howev t>r agreeable to 

the then Adminiilrativn, ~nd people at large, 

was far fra.m being pleafl.ng to fome who were in 

the fecret elfewhere. Private intimations, not 

<Jfficial ones, were given to the .French MiniHer 
at this Court to that efreet. Nothina material 

0 

towards the punctual performance of the arricle 

in the treaty of peace has been fince done, but 
furnifhing Adminifl:ration with a pretext for pro
viding for a d(Jtrving Scotchman 'x' at the trifling 

expence of thirty fhillings a day-not to fee the 

treaty fulfilled, or the je ·tees and i1uices demo
l~fhed, but wifdy to prevent the French King 

from raifing or conftructing new ones. This wa3 

tather a tender point; his Grace was therefore 

recalled; and in May, I 766, was appointed Se

cretary of State for the Southern department, in 

which pofr he remained till fucceeded by Lord 

Shelburne, who went in on the zd of Augu!t 

the f..1me year with the Earl of Chath~m. 

Fron1 that remarkable period, his Grace has 

continued uniformly in oppofition ; and that on 

~he broadefl foundation. He does not confine his 

difapprobation to men only; nor yet to particular 

meafures: but he grounds it on the caufe, the 

motives, and the vie\\ s w hie. havt brought in 

]itch n1en, which have produced fuch meafures; 

a fecret over- ruling, hiqden influence, directed 
to the introduCtion of a nerarious Cot!rt Jjflem; a 
fyftem of fimple favouritifm, by vhi<.:t1 ever.y 

~hing in Cabinet, Parliam n~, and elfewhere, 1s 

1\IIr. Frafcr, 
to 
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to be conduCl:ed and tried by the tefl of privatt 
judgment, in contra-difiinetion to and in defiance 
of public opinion. 

To purfue his Grace through the wide circle 
of parliamentary oppofition is not our inten- 1~: 
tion ; the main object of thefe enquiries being 
chiefly to conneCt the conduct of public n1en 
wich the affairs of America, we ihall confider 
his Grace's, for the greater part, in that point of 
view. 

~ 

Lord H illfborough, in the year I 768, wrote fi' 
two official letters, which perhaps in a great 
meafure, howfoever well intended, have fown the 
feeds of the prefent unhappy civil war. One of 
them contained inftruEtions to Governor Bernard 
to diffolve the Affem bly of Maffachufett's Bay~ 
the other direCting the feveral American Gover
nors to affure the refpe.B:ive Affemblies in the 
provinces where they prefided, that 1'10 further 
taxes were meant to be laid on America ; and that 
fuch as were already ]aid on would be repealed 
on commercial principles : thefe letters being 
further accompanied by private confidential a!fu
rances from Adminifi:ration, in feme infrances ; 
and in others, as perfonally coming from ~he 
King; one of them indeed fo jtrong, that his 
Majefiy was made to fay, " That he would rather 
•' loft his Crown, than preferve it by deceit."* 
Thus the Americans were taught by one letter to 

* Lord Bottetourt's fpeech to the Afternbly of Virginia, in 
~xplanation of the circulatory lett~r here adverted to. 

perceive, 
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perceive, that the future freedom of the de 

liberation of the Affernbly of Maffachufett's
Bay, and confequently of every other Affembly 
on the continent, depended on their refolution 
to refift a menace, which prefented the al
ternative of either fubmitting to the mandate 

of a Briti£h Secretary of State, or to a temporary 

fufpenfion, tending to terminate in a total diifo
lution of ci·-,il government. By means fucb a~ 

thefe~ the Colonies were taught by Adminiftra

tion to hold the Britifh Parliament in contempt 
when they found the King in one inftance, and 
his Minifters in the other, pledgi11g themfelves for 

the eventual refolutions of that degenerate and 
proftitute affembly. Such endeavours fuggefred 

befides, to thofe who faw farther, that when it 

it fhould be found neceffary to employ Parliament 
for the purpofe, thofe promifes on the part of the 

Crown might be difclaimed, or controuled by 

the Leg.iflature~ and the minifterial authority on 

which the circular letter was written migflt be 

difavowed by fucceeding Minifters, as a rafh ill
judged promife, which neither their fucceffors in 
office, nor Parliament, were by any means bound 

to perforn1 or fulfil. 

What foundation there might have been for 
the preceding obfervations, we do not pretend to 
determine; we only meant to ftate them ihortly, 
as being the fubftance of the eighteen celebrated 

refolutions moved for by his Grace in the Houfe 
of Lords, on the I 8th of fv'lay, r 770, which 
produced one of the moft extraordinary. debates 

that 
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that we ever remember to have been prefent at. 
The whole of the mifcondud: of Minifters in re
lation to America, for the four preceding years; 
was laid open in the m oft pointedly fevere terms; 
the then ftate of that country was; moft firikingly 
depid:ured; and the di.f!everation of it (to ufe one 
of Mr. Solicitor's technical expreffions) was pre
dicted in terms the moft confident and uncondi~ 
tional; yet Adminiftration remained in a kind 
of political apathy. Lord I-lillfborough rather 
palliated the meafures on the flale dotl:rine of fiate 
necej}ity, than offered to defend either himfelf or 
his colleagues ; and very modejily, though he 
O"'Nned himfelf the culprit [his own words J moved 
for an adjournment. 

\Ve find his Grace, as often as an opportunity 
offered, continually recurring to the fame ground, 
" nd as continually overpowered by numbers. His 
repeated conteits with Adminiihation the whole 
of the fpring feffion feventy-five, will bear tefri
mony what hi~ opinions have uniformly been on 
the prefent difputes fubfifting between this country 
and America. His Grace diftinguifhed himfelf 
particularly in oppofing the Prohibitory Fifhery 
bill, and in fupporting the petition from his Ma
jefty's natural-born fubj eB:s refiding in Canada, 
pr~ying that the law pafied the preceding feffion; 
for regulating the government of ~1ebec, might 
be repealed. Time only can difcover whether his 
Grace has not been as able a politician, as he has 
uniformly proved himfelf to be a found, at leaft a 
fin cere and ftead y, patriot. 

On 
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On the opening of the laft feffion Admini ... I , 

firation began to feel him a mot1: weighty, as well 
as warm antagonifr. Befi.des his general grounds 
of oppofition, he opened feveral new ones. He 
proved that the nation had been led imperceptibly 
into the prefent unnatural civil war; that Mi
nifters anfwered for matters of which they were 
entirely ignorant, and decetved Parliament with 
a previous intention of doing fo. He pointed par
ticularly at the Firfl: * Lord of the Admiralty., 
who in the preceding feffion afiured the Hou[e, 
that 22,000 feamen and marines would anfwer all 
the purpofes of home proteCtion and American 
hoftility, and who, the firfi: day of next feffion, 
had the temerity to tell Parliament, that he knew 
the force was not fufficient, but he cc1zcealed his 
knowledge of it for fear the meafure at large 
would not meet with their concurrence and 

fupport. 

His Grace took a very warm and aCl:ive part 
in the motions of the Duke of Manchefter, on the 
introduction of the Hanover troops into Gibraltar 
and Minorc.a; and the Duke of Grafton's, rela
tive to the number of Britiili troops ferving in 
America, and thofe in the Provincial fervice.
He moved for the examination of Mr. Penn, re
lative to the petition of the Congrefs, and to the 
general ftate and difpo.fition of the people of Ame
rica; by which he proved this very important 
point, that whatever the intentions might be of a 

• See the pafi"age and proteft in Almon's Parliamentary 

llegifter, No. XV. s 
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jew ambitious fiery fpirits in all parts of America, 
or of the Northern Colonies, that a very great 
majority of all degrees of people totally difap
proved of any attempt to render themfelves inde· 
pendent of the parent ftate.-Happy would it be 
for both countries, had this important truth been 
more ferioufiy attended to. 

The motion for fufpending the military opera
tions againft America, and countermanding the 
n1arch of the foreign troops, on the sth of March, 
I 7 76, was brought forward by his Grace in one of 
the ableft fpeeches we have yet heard on either fide 
of the fubjeet. It took in the whole of the Ame
rican queftion, both in point of juftice, expe
diency, and praCticability. He !hewed, that th 
claim pufhed to the length of unconditional fub
n1iffion, which was the language again refumed 
and publickly avowed, and to fupport which a 
noble Lord* was appointed Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, was unjuft, defpotic, and oppref· 
five, and led directly both in form and if
fence to arbitrary power: for where no line was 
offered to be drawn, either in refpect of taxation 
or chartered rights, but the option lay with one 
party to act according to their own difcretion, and 
no right of reftraint, refufal, or controul, lay in 
the other, that, in his opinion, was the true and 
()nly fubftantial definition of arbitrary power; 
and was precife1y what was fought and exercifed 
by every fuccefsful or unfuccefsful tyrant, or 
combination of tyrants, that ever lived.- On the 

:(it Lord George Germain. 
ground 
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ground of ~x~ediency., his Grace was, if poffible, 
more conv1ncmg: he pointed to the prefent ftate 
of France, her governing politics for more than 
a century, the mixture of jealoufy, envy, rancour~ 
and revenge, 1he entertained for this country, as 
well on ruling fteady principles of national pride 
and national emulation, as of retaliation, and a 
fpirit of re-conqueft, on account of her difgrace 
during the late war, and the acquifitions ceded to 
us at the late peace. His Grace ftrongly held up 
in contrPJl the prefent ftate of our only fure bul
wark againft the fecret or avowed attempts of 
France, our navy, which he contended d1d not 
confift of more than the guard!hips, and they 
not above half manned ; to which he added this 
very alarming circumftance, that the whole mi
litary force then within the kingdom did not 
amount to quite Sooo men. The laft point, the 
impracticability of fucceeding in our propofed 
attempt of reducing, and eftablifhing a govern
ment founded in conqueft, he treated with all 
poffible ridicule. He contended, that the whole 
treafures of Great Britain would fall infinitely 
fhort of the undertaking; that if it were practi
cable, the country would be untenable ; that if 
it were tenable, the expence would be enormous, 
and the burdens fuch a military eftablilhment 
would nece!farily introduce, be intolerable; and 
if none of thofe obftacles ftood in the way, the 
conqueft and dominion would not be wort.h feek
ing, as it would only put us in poifeffion of a de
populated wPjle, perhaps, here and there along 

S 2 the 
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the fea-coaft, occupied by a few mercenary, fub
jugated, Jpiritlefs jlaves. 

We muft apologize to our readers for intro
ducing the Duke of Richmond fo early into our 
catalogue as a parliamentary fpeaker, and have 
only to plead, that we were induced to it by the 
fame motive which prevailed on us to prefent our 
readers with the character of the }aft q.oble Lord*, 
znerely on account of his political value. His 
Grace abounds with information, well [elected. 
He arranges his matter judicioufiy, and feldom 
brings any thing forward that does not imme
diately concern the fubject of debate, and is like
wife important in itfelf. He is able in reply, 
and never fails to point out and deteCt, wherever 
his adverfaries endeavour to palliate, falfify, or 
n1ifreprefent. This, joined to his great fources 
of information, his perfonal boldnefs, his warn1th 
of expreffion, his energy on fome occafions, and 
his coolnefs and recolleCtion on others, unite to 
render him a moft ufeful fpeaker and formidable 
antagonift. On the other hand, his tedious, un
marked manner of fpeaking, his flow coftive de .. 
livery, his frequent paufes and want of recollec. 
tion, leave him far behind feveral, as a public 
fpeaker, who are deftined to follow him on the 
fame fide. In fine, it is his maller, and his 
jincerity, not his oratory, that renders him at 
prefent fo valuable to the Eng1ifu nation, fo 
priz-ed by his party, fo detefled by the J unto, fo 

• Lord Sandwich. 

je41ed 
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Jetzred by the oftenfible Minifters, and fo obnoxious 
to a Certain Great Man. 

The Duke of Richmond, as one of the leaders 
of a powerful party, as a public man and Peer of 
Parliament, is one out of the -uery few who has 
preferved an uniformity of conduct; has been 
fteady in his principles, open and undifguifed in 
his fentiments, inflexible in his opinions, unre

·mitted in his oppofition to what he thought was 
wrong; ftaunch, fincere, and unmoved, by any 
extrinjic confideration, in fupport of whatever he 
imagined was right. His oppofition has been 
uniform; never languid : it is not mixed with· 
indolence, inattention, and a certain tone of plia
bility, a certain air of political charity, a certain 
trimming, lukewarm difpofition. No, the Duke 
of Richmond has not attended his duty in Par
liament merely to give a jilent vote. He has not 
~bfented himfelf on purpofe to create an apology 
for his non-attendance. He has not de1ive.r.ed his 
fentiments by halves, in order to let one part of 
the meafure pafs unnoticed, and the other unre
proved, in the terms it deferved. He has not 
fpared M inifters when they deferved ir, out of a 
mixture of Court and Parliamentary comp/aifance. 
Though bred and educated a modern Whig, he 
has not learned the whole of their creed by heart; 
nor brought himfelfup to the docilityofpraCtifing 
a fifth of it. He does not meafure his prefent 
conduB: in order to defend himfelf when in office 
by precedent; and more than all, he ~s above 
loading the IDIIJ in power,. the pbantQms 1n offi~e, 

Wlth 
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with matters that, he is convinced in his heart, 
are only chargeable to the obfi:inacy and am .. 
bition of the firft M e. 

This may be a defcription of a man in the 
clouds; but, be that as it may, his Grace's 
Parliamentary conduct has encouraged us to give 
it as a real one ; and that without wilhino- to 

0 

pafs the leaft degree of cenfure, oblique or di .. 
reB:, upon any man alive, who is not confcious 
of deferving it. 

LoRD N 0 R T I-I. 

T HE political charad:er of this Nobleman, 
if given in detail, would furnifh materials 

for a large volume. It would contain a hiftory 
pf the prefent civil war raging in America, and 
the feveral efficient meafures w hi eh preceded 
and produced it. It would exhibit the true 
grounds of the ftruggle between a fyftem de
figned to unite the legiilative and executive 
powers of the ftate in one hand 11 and that fpecies 
of civil government eftablifhed at the Revolu
tion, which fuppofes that Government was efta ... 
blifhed for the good of the community, taking 
in every defcription of men, from the firft ma ... 
giftrate to the peafant; that thofe who live 

under 
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mder it have an interfjt i its wife, equitable, 
an~ prude~t ~dminiftration ; and that, having 
an mterefl: 111 tt, they have alfo a right commen
furate to that intereft, to watch, and., if necef
fary, to controu1 thofe who are entrujied with the 
rliretlion of public affairs.- It would conv'ey t@ 
the nation a juft defcription of the feveral fac
tions and knots of men, who have, to the dif
grace of their repeated profeffions, to almofl the 
annihilation of aH public confidence, to a difbeliif 
of all declarations and pretenfions to true patri
otifm, delivered the ftrong-hold of Government 
into the hands of thofe who have uniformly 
availed themfelves o.c their ftrength andjituation, 
in alternately awing, foothing, and, when cir
cumftances made it neceffary or opportunity· 
ferved, in compelling the nation into a tame ac;
quiefcence under the firft flages of arbitrary 
power. Were his f ..... ordi11ip's pol'tical likenefs 
to be accurately or fully delineated, the tranf~ 
aCtions now alluded to, as well as many others 
growing out of them, or conneCted with them~ 
would be necdfary to give the world a finifhed 
picture : but as we have neither time, ability, 
nor inclination to undertal-e fo ungrateful and 
melancholy a talk; and, i; we had, as we think 
with two celebrated noble * orators, that tbis 
is not the feafon for detailed political difquifition; 
that little remains to be faid, and much to be 
done; we fhall confine our humble attempt to a 

"' See Lords Temple and Mansfield's Speeches in A!mon's 
Parliamentary Regift<;r, No. XXIV. and XXV. 

loofi 
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loofe !ketch of our hero's character. We 
trufr, however imperfect it may appear, that 

it will convey a faithful likenefs, though 

a rough, unfiniihed one. Sure we are that 

our intentions are pure ; and that, if we fail 

in the execution, we !hall have nothing to 

charge ourfelves with on the ground of inten

tional partiality. 

The firft time our profeffed plan will permit 

us to take notice of his Lordlhip, was on the 

day that the once juftly revered Pitt was created 

Earl of Chatham, and Lord Privy Seal - on 

the 2d of Auguft, 1766. On the fame day, ac

cording to the language of the red book of the 

Exchequer, Lord North was put to·bed to the 

old woman • at the Pay-office, without any pre

vious courtfhip, or indeed § knowledge of that 

venerable old lady. His Lordfhip having fat 

feveral years at the Treafury Board, where he 

was known to be induftrious, laborious, and 

plodding ; and where he ftudied Cocker and \Vin

gate's valuable treatifes on arithmetic, and the 

furprijing combinations between pounds, fhi} .. 

lings, and pence, under that occult and pro· 

found Financier, the late Mr. George Grenville, 

the fhining, flourifhing, political t Proteus, 

• The well-known Mr. Cooke, Member for Middlefe~, 

with whom he was appointed Joint Paymafi:er-General. 

§ Mr. Bnrke fays, in his celebrated fpeech, that his Lord· 

fuip had never feen his bed-fellow'' face until the bridal 
night. 

t The late Charles Townfhend. 
whofe 
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\Vhofe commiffion bore equal date, and who was 
appointed Chancellor of the Exchequer, gave 
fterility t to barrennefs, by calling our hero to 
his confidence, and putting himfelf under his 
Lord!hip's pupilage. Fame faith, that here our 
hero rendered the J unto m oil: effential fervice, 
and paved the way to that elevated fituation he 
now ftands in. 

Verfatile Charles had talents for .flourijhing 
away a fpeech, and for flattering and miileading 
the Houfe of Commons. He could write a 
pamphlet, or betray a connexion, and laugh 
at it. He could even m~tigate the refentments 
of thofe he had the m oft highly offended; and 
by a certain mixture of animal vivacity, highly 
feafoned with wit and good humour, he poffeffed 
the knack of difarming the very perfons he ha 
thus grofsly betrayed. But in every other par 
ticular his talents were limited. He hated ap
plication~ and defpifed the means of attaining 
ufeful knowledge. With fuch complexional 
abilities, accompanied with a variety of other cir
cumftances, it is not at all to be wondered that 
he leaned on Lord North for afliftance. He could 
entertain no jealoufy of fuch, a man, becaufe 
fire and water were not, he knew, more contra
dictory in their nature. He looked upon his 
Lordfuip as an ufeful drudge, fit to be employed 
to fome purpofes; and this intercourfe bemg 

t A Houfe of Comm011s hull fathered on the laft-men .. 

tioned honourable gentleman. 
T known 
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known at Carleton-houfe, Charles's vanity waS~ 
flattered; he liked to take the lead; he was de .. 
tached frotn the oftenfible Minifter *, and from 
his Firft Commiffioner t of the Treafury,. with 
~whom he was,. by his poft, more nearly con-
nected. He differed from them in: Cabinet; 
and the Houfe of Commons, by proper manage- ~ 
ment, being predijpofed, Charles in the Corn- ~ 
mittee of Supply propofed that certain duties ~ 
ihould be laid on tea, paper, painters colours, ·oc 

and glafs, imported into America. When his 
colleagues remonftrated aga;inft the imafure, h~ 
11eld out the Houfe of Commoas in terrorem 
againfl: them ; all refiftance he declared was 
vain ; for the Houfe, he affured his principal t, 
were 111nited as one man ; and were determined 
to compel America to contribute towards the fup
port of their mi.litar.y eftabliihment, as well as 
towards relieving the people of this country from 
part of the heavy burdens. incurred in the pro
teCtion and affiftance of its Colonies during the
late war., 

Whether Lord North aCled as a confidential ad
vifer in this bufinefs, or whether he was the 
confidential medium, through which the Junta 
and Charles communicated with each other, in 
the beginning, there is little reafon to doubt that 
his Lordihip was oftener at the Treafury than th6 
Pay·office; and infinitely more intimate with 

1 Lord Chatham~ t Duke of Grafton. 

Charles 
\ 
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Charles T ownfhend than with his old fpoufe ~ 
at the Horfe-guards. 

Charles lived out hi~ year; pity it is that he 
had not died a yea-r earlier, or had not been ftill 
living, to anfwer for the event of his wild and 
improvident fchemes. What he had often in a 
ludicrous manner t foretold, came, however, to 
be exaCtly fulfilled; for before he was quite cold 
Lord North was appointed to fucceed him in the 
Chancellor!hip of the Exchequer. As we do 
not mean to write an hiftory, nor a life, we 
fhall haften to fuch parts of his Lordihip's poli
tical 2nd official s:onduB: as more particular! y 
drew the public attent.i-on, or are moft intimatefy 
connected with the caufes of the prefent unna
tural civil war, which threatens the deftr.uttion of 

~this powerful and extenfive empire. . 

His Lord.fhip, in t.he .early perfecution of Mr. 
Wilkes, having exerted himfelf fo ftrenuoufly 
as to lay, in a great meafure, the foundation of 
his future fortunes, it was expected, of courfe, 
that as Minifter of the Houfe of Commons he 
would confirm the happy prefages formed of his 

talents and dijpo./ition in this line, by thofe who 
were the means of pufuing bim in.t-G iO refpeCt-

• Mr. Cooke. 
t " See, faid Charles, that great, heavy, booby-~ookif]fg, 

urilen-bellied, feeming changeling. You may beheve me, 
when I affure you it h aftJB, that if any thing lhould hap
....,en to me he will fucceed to my place, and very lhortlf 
s , • T £i , 
after ceme "' be Firft Commlflioner of tl\e rea ury .. · 

'f 2 able 
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able a fituation. 1--Iis Lordi11ip did not difap .. 
point them ; he furpaffed even their highe 
and moft fanguine expectations. The Cabi
net* was his own, in fpite of his principal t; 
and Wilkes was not only e~pelled, put inca
pacitated. 

The time now approached, when an oppor ... 
_ tunity was given to his Lordihip to fmooth the 

way to the poft of Firft Minifter. Charles 
Towihend's Port duties were not fo favourably 
received in America, as either their framer, or 
thofe who employed him, expected. If his Lord-
1hip had any part) at firft or fecond hand, in 
urging or preffing Charles to that dangerous, 
and, we fear, ruinous meafure, he acred under 
cover; but now, as l\llinifteroftheHoufeofCom
mons, he could no longer diffemble or conceal 
his fentiments. The non-importation agreement 
entered into by the feveral Colonies, and a dif. 
pute with the province of Maffaehufett's Bay 
relative to the quartering of the army, having 
greatly embarraffed Adminiftration, two letters 
were written, which have been already fu.ffici
ently commented on. One of them was the 
circular letter, promifing, that no n1ore duties 
ihould be impofed on America, and that thofe 
laid on already" fhould be repealed on corn mer-

.. The oftenfihle Cabinet was then compofed of Lords 
Camden, HilHborough, Gower, Weymouth, Clare, Roch
.ford, North_, and the Duke of Grafton- a majority of.fi.-:.·~ 
to two. 

t Duke of Graftono_ 
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cial principles. This letter was certainly written 
with his Lordlbip's approbation and confent, he 
being then of the Cabinet, and Minijler of the 
floufe of Commons. How then has he performed 
his promife, or fulfilled the engagement con
tained in that letter ? By refzljing to take off th<: 
duty on tea, when he moved for the repeal of the 
duties on paper, painters colours, and glafs; an 
giving the moft full and confidential a.f!urances to 
the CO'Jntry gentlemen in the beginning of the 
three I aft fefiions, in the Committee of Ways and 
Means, that taxes were expelled from America ; 
that they were the leading objeCt of the prefent 
hoftile n1eafures ; that we were not feeking a 
pepper-corn, but were contending for a fubflantial 
fupport from America, towards lightening the 
intolerable burdens we now groan under, from 
the heavy debt incurred in defending, protecting, 
and fecuring that country. 

The laft part of Lord Chatham's political farce 
was now to be played. The Cabinet on his Lord-
1hip's clofet arrangement confifted of himfelf, 
the Duke of Grafron, the Lords Shelburne, 
Camden, and Charles Townfhend, Sir Charles 
Saunders, and Gene raJ Conway. Now let _us 
fee how the mock-cabinet ftood when the repeal 
of all the American duties was moved there in 
J 769.-Duke of Grafton, and Lords Camden, 
North) Weymouth, Rochford, Hil!fborougb_, and 
Briflol. Here we may well repeat the words oi 
a .certain nob1e Lord*, that fcarce a fecond plank 

• Lo;d Chatham. 
of 
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of the veffel originally launched was remaining 
when the noble Duke was out--voted in Cabinet, 
on a propofal of a total repeal of the American rr 
Port duties; which fatal vote is the true and foie I' 
caufe of the prefent civil war. ~ 

The Firft Lord of the Treafury at length took 
it in his head to do what both prudence and fpirit 
had, in our opinion, long before dictated. 
Finding in the winter 1769, that he was out-voted 
in Cabinet, on a propofition of a total repeal of 
the American Port duties, and that it was ulti
mately determined to keep the duty on tea fiand .. 
ing, and that the meafure in this form was to be 
fubmitted to Parliament, his Grace refigned, and 
made way for our hero. Accordingly, on the 
5th of March, l 770, about fix weeks after the 
noble Duke's refignation, and his fucceeding to 
that important poft, juft vacated, his Lordihip 
moved for leave to bring in a bill to repeal fo 
much of an act paired in the feventh of his prefent 
Majefi:y, for levying duties on certain goods im~ 
ported into America, as related to the duties im
pofed by faid act on the importation ef paper, 
painters colours, and glafs. In his introduCtory 
fpeech on this occafion, he cenfured, in very fevere 
terms, the co11duct of the Adminiftration who de
v~fed the tax, obferving., it was to the laft degree 
abfitrd to tax the manufaCtures of Great Britain. 
As to the tea, tbct being an article of commerce, 
?nd as the confumers in the Colonies v;ould con .. 
t)nue to have it nine-pence a poLmL. cheaper than 
before the pafilng oft c l.aw, he tbo tght it very 
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pro~er to have it continued. His Lordfi1ip was 
prtjjed by many of his friends, as well as his op
pofers, to confent to a total repeal: but he re
mained inflexible and unmoved; and after a very 
warm debate, he carried his motion for a partial 
repeal, by a majority of 204 againfi: 142. This 
we look upon to be one of the blackefi days 
Britain ever fa w ;- a rla y which probably will be a3 

memorable in the Britifh annals, as ever the Ides 
of March were in thofe of antient Rome. The 
motion on which the queftion was put, was made 
by Governor Pownal, by way of amendment, 
in the following words, " and on teas." 

His Lord!hip, however, had another oppor- . 
tunity to recover his fenfes, or to endeavour to 
reftore his employers to theirs; for Mr. Alderman 
Trecothick, on the 9th of April following, moved 
for leave to bring in a bill to repeal the American 
tea duty ; but the noble Lord feeming averfe to 

it, one of the worthy corps of *King's friends 
moved the order of the day, which was carried. 
by a majority of 8o to 52. 

His Lordlhip chofe to defeat this laft effort of 
the friends of their country, to prevent the evils 
with which we are at prefent encornpaffed, by a 
kind of play at parliamentary crofs purpofes, and 
ended the whole with a joke. He infifi:ed, in the 
firft inftance, that Mr. Pownal's amendment 
ought to have the weight of a for.ma; moti~n ; 
and confequently that Mr. Trecothtck s mouon 

• Lord Clare, now Earl N ugent 
was 
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was premature, becaufe it was againft a known 
rule of the Houfe, that any quefrion which had 
received a negative !hould be brought in the fame 
feffion. The joke was entirely in the ftile of his 
Lord!hip's other drolleries. Mr. Beck ford (then 
Lord-Mayor) perceiving that the Minifiry wete 
determined not to confen£ to the motion, and 
only objected to the point of order to conceal 
their real intentions, hoped the noble Lord would 
confent to a prorogation of the Parliament till 
after the holidays. "Oh, (replied his Lordfhip in 
his truly Attic manner) I am glad to find that a 
prorogation will content the honourable gentleman;'' 
alluding to the city p€tition, lately prefented; 
praying a diffof.ution of Parliament. 

The feffion of r 771 was a very warm one ; the 
difpute with Spain relative tO Falkland's Ifiand, 
anrl the attack on the Judges and the admini
ftration of juftice in the Courts of Law, the 
conteft with the Printers and the City Magi
il:rates, rendered it frill more {o; but he fur
mounted all difficulties much better than wa~ at 
firft expeCted by his moft fanguine friends. 

The feffion of 1772 was diftinguifhed by hi9 
carrying a mo...O: difficult pojnt in the Houfe of 
Commons, the Royal Marriage bill. This re
commended hin1 ftrongly .to the J unto and his 
Royal Mafter, and procured him the ribbon. 

The feffion of 1773 was marked by his con-. 
ducting the ~a!l:-India enquiry, and the bill for 

fli\' 

; 
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new modelling the affairs of the Eafr-India Corn. 
pany in Afia and Europe. He was fi:ronoly 0 _ 
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pofe In t e a met on this meafure; but by his 
perfeverance and addrefs he furmounted all rh 
impediments thrown in his way. He had other 
perfons blunders to anf wer for as well as his own, 
durin~ this feffion. Lord Hill!borough having 
been 1mpofed on by fome mercenary planters in 
St. Vincent's, difpofed of the Caribb Hlands tc 

the interefted informants, which caufed an infur
reCl:ion. 

"\\.,.e come now to the fatal period, in which 
the foundation of the ruin which at prefenc 
threatens this feemingly devoted empire with de
ftruction was laid; we mean the fpring feffion 
1774. The affairs of America had now conti
nued for almoft feven years in the greateft con
fufion. Our threats were fet at defiance, 0ur 
mere acts of governmental power were difre
garded, our foothings were defpifed, our pro
mifes were difbelieved: in fine, after: making the 
King defcend from his dignity ; after Minifters 
had pledged themfel ves for the performance of 
what, according to the found principles of the 
conftitution, they would defcrve to have fuffered 
on a block for ; after troops had been fent o 
bully the moft refractory colonies into fubmif ... 

fion, and had been as . precipitately withdra~n 
out of a reaard to their perfonal fafety; after thetr 

0 
Affemblies had been difiolved, to compel them to 

acquiefce in meafures they were averfe to.' and 
again convened and permitted to fit, Without 

U any 
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any fatisfatl:ion given or promifed ; after an ab
folute atl: of parliament had been explained by 
an arbitrary vote of both Houfes, as purport .. 
ing * to contain a defcription of perfons not then 
in being, and creating offences of high treafon, 
by a conftrained and unnatural interpretation of 
the law; in fine, af,ter America had been in a 
n1anner cut off, and its affections eftranged from 
this country for full feven years, and all regular 
government partly at an end, nothing was yet 
done. Adminiftration feemed fupine and negli
gent, in proportion to the magnitude and num
ber of difficulties they had to encounter with . 
The riots, however, at Bo.fton the preceding au
tumn, and the burning of the tea, at length 
roufed a country gentleman t, who gave notice, 
that he would, on a certain day, n1ove the Houfe 
to refol ve itfelf into a Committee to take the af
fa irs of America into confideration. Before that day 
arrived, his Lord!hip faw the neceffity of taking 
the enquiry out of the hands of Oppofition, who 
were then in poffeffion of it; and who might 
poffihly move fome refolution it would be ex
tremely etnbarraffing to get rid of: he therefore 
informed the Houfe, that he would, on fuch a 
d ay, move the Houfe for a Co~mittee for the 
fame purpofe. 

1ar 

m 
On the day appointed his Lordthip moved fe- ~~ 

veral refolutions, on the firft of which the Bolton lll 

* zsth of Henry the VIIIth, for trial of offences com-
mitted beyond fea. 

t Colonel Jennings. )0 

Port 
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Port bill was framed.. His Lordihip fupported 
that meafure on pofitive affurances, that the E aft
India Company would be indemnified for their 
tea that was deftroyed; and that the whole affair 
would confequently drop. The next bill he 
·brought in, was that for altering the Charter of 
~e province of Maiiachufett's Bay; he recom-
mended this in· the fame manner. He · aifured 
the Houfe, that tl e prefent bill was at the fpecial 
requeft of the principal inhabitants, traders, and 
land-owners. Both thefe affurances proved ill
founded 3 his Lordihip was deceived, or purpofe!y 
deceived Parliament. The firft meafure was 
very ill received in America, but the fecond 
threw the pebple into a fer.ment little ihort .of 
r.ebellion. · 

The feffion of 1775, or the firft of the prefent 
Parliament, was opened in a moft extraordinary 
manner: the naval peace eil:ablifhment was re
tktced 4000 men; and though we were informed., 
that Gene.ral Gage was fortifying Bofron Neck, 
ip order to proteB: himfelf againft ho!l:ilities, every 
thing appeared as tranquil in Parliament as if no
thing had h:1ppened jn America. Bis Lordfhip 
was a fecond time awaked from his deceitful 
numbers. he accordinaly produced fome garbled 
. ' b 
extraCts of mutilated letters, full of falte or exag-
gerated faCts, vague furmifes, idle report~, and 
filly predjCl:ions, from the feveral tools and tnfrru
ments of power on the fpot. His Lordf11ip was, 
ftrange as it may arpear, able to procure a ma
jority of three to one; the navy was augmented 

U 2 6ooQ 
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6ooo men, and the army 4000; a firing of penal 
bills were enaCted, full of the mofl: foolifh, as 
well as the moft barbarous policy; and his Lord· 
ihip clofed his parliamentary campaign with af
furiog his friends and opponents repeatedly, that 
he v.ould have an army of 1 o or 1 z,ooo men at 
Bofton ; that our friends in America were much 
more numerous than our enemies; but if we 
jhould be obliged to proceed to extremities, our 
force at Boflon would be ftrong enough to compel 
obedience without £hiking a blow. His Lord !hip 
was again grofsly miftaken : for obedience was 
not compelled by fright, terror, or blows ; we 
got as bad as we gave; and \\ e threw away 
three millions of money at leaft, and feveral 
valuable lives~ without bringing America * to 
our Jut. 

Well, the feffion of I 7 76 arrived. His Lord
fhip confeffid he was deceived, both in the ftrength 
of his adverfaries, and the real difpofition of his 
friends . . He now difclaimed all thoughts of con
quefi: and taxation. .i\merica muft acknowledge 
the fupremacy and commercial controul of this 
country ; that was all he dd1red. This, how
ever, not being highly reli!hed by the friends of 
t.axation, his Lordfhip foon changed his mind; 
~nd by the time that he had led Parliament too far 
to recede, he declared for taxation, and uncondi
tional fubmiffion, in imitation of his noble and 

• A favourite phrafe of his Lo.rdfhip's during the latter part 
of the feffion 177 4• 

fpirited 
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fpirited coadjutor; and taking breath, durinO' the 
Chrifimas holidays, 'led Parliament a little far~her~ 
by taking 20,000 foreigners into Britifh pay. 
With this formidable army of 7o,ooo land forces, 
and 8o ihips and frigates of war, at an expence 
of 15 millions, including the home eftablifu
ment, his Lordlhip has, for the thtrd time~ 
pledged himfelf to Farliament and the public, that 
America would be finally reduced at the clofe of the 
prefent campaign.-Whether that will be fo or not, 
is not yet known; if this laft prediCtion turns out 
true, we will readily allow him to be the greateft 
Minifrer this country ever faw; fhould it turn out 
the contrary, then will we not hefitate to pro
nounce him the veriejl and moft confident bungler 
that was ever employed by Providence as an in
ftrument to fcourge a credulous, degenerate, weak, 
and wicked nation. 

It is difficult to fpeak of his Lordlhip's poli· 
tical abilities with any degree of confidence or 
preciGon. If he be the mere puppet of the inte .. 
rior c(lbinet, the mere child of favouritifm, it is 
impoffible to try him fairly as a Minifter, acting 
on his own judgment; we muft in that cafe con
fider him merely as poifeifed of good talents, but 
bafely facrificing them to the meanefr an~ mo~ 
fordid n1otives. Perhaps it may be fa1d, h1s 
principles lead him that way; and his inclination 
and intereft u,nite in urging him to promote the 
views and wifhes of the Prince, in preference to 
thofe of the people. Be it fo: the queftion in ~hat 

hght 
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light is at an end. He cannot be a proper Mi
nifter in a mixed or popular govern.ment, who 
would endeavour to give the firft magiftrate 
more power than is allowed by the conftitution; 
or unite the executive and Iegifiative powers of 
the ftate in the fame perfon. On the other hand, 
fuppofing Lord North to be really the Minifter, 
as m~h as W alpole, Pelham, or Pitt were [eve
rally when they bore the charaCter (which we will 
as foon believe, till we· receive forne fubftantial 
proof H, as that he is Mufti or Turkifh High
Prieft) we can by no means allow him fitted 
either by nature, habit, or inclination, for fo 
great and ardu.ous an undertaking. It would be 
an invidious tafk to affign our reafuns, nor 
would it be lefs tedio!ls and difgufting. His 
~ .. ord!hip is, however~ a man of found judgment, 
well trained in bufinefs, of great parliamentary 
dexterity, and equalled by no man in Britain in 
pJaufibility, in a ftrong appearance of candour, 
in avoiding e;xplanations in debate, and knowing 
how to recede from engagements without incurring 
a breach of promife. His enemies allow hirp no 
merit. This is merely the voice of party. His 
Lordfhip was called to the helm at a moft critical 
f..eafon, in a ftorm of faCtion or national refent· 
ment, call it which you pleafe. He rode it out 
with great refolution, and no fmall degree of 
m1nifterial ikill; and whether his conduct oq. 
thatoccafion may be imputed unto him as righte
oufnefs, there is little doubt that he encountered 
fome perils, and many difagreeable circumfl:ances ~ 

~nd 1 
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and, like an able pilot, brought the f>Olitical 
bark fafe into port. 

Lord North is certainly a very able fpeaker. 

His judgment in cond uB:ing a debate is admirable. 
He is poffeffed of a vaft fund of information, re
lative to almoft every fubjea: that comes under 

difcuffion. He has a prodigious found, accurate 

n1emory; arranges his matter judicioufiy; and 

never fails to pufh the flronge.ft part of his argu

ment into the moft confpicuous point of view. If 
he feldom produces any thing new hirnfelf, he 

has a peculiar knack at transferring other people•s 

fentiments, both in print and debate, into his 

fpeeches, and that with fo much art as not to be 

eafily obferved ; and never fails to prefs his an

tagonifrs, where they are weak eft, and leafl ca

pable of refiftance. But if he has many equals, 

and fome fuperiors, in this line, there is one, in 

which he peculiar! y and dear! y excels all his eo

temporaries in both Houfes; that is, in reply. 
He receives the attacks of his opponents fre

quently likt! an eleB:ric !hock; and after ha

ranguing for an hour rather dully, he rifes a 
fecond time, and levels his adverfary in a few 

words, either in a flow of keen fatire, or the moft 

found and pointed argument.-His Lordfhip's 

voice is extremely difagreeable, his elocution frill 

worfe, and his manner execrably aukward. He 
is frequently tedious and unintelligible, abounds 

in ufelefs repetitions, and fcarcely ever places 

his emphafis with propriety, much lefs with 
grace. 
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grace.-In 1hort, we would advife his Lord1hip, 
at this time of day, to abftain from an aukward 
imitation of others, to avoid all trite phrafes, 
conftrained attitudes, and worn-out expletives ; 
for it is poffible they might pafs very well with 
Burke, Germain, Fox, Barre, er Ellis, and 
neverthelefs appear amazingly naufeous and dif
gufting at fecond band. 








