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1 NT ·R 0 D U CT 1 0 N. 

T H E various Attempts, which 
have been made to traduce 

Major General Shirlf:Y's Conduél: in 

his late military Command in North 
J1merica, make it needlefs to apologize 

for the Publication of the following 

Sheets; the fole Intent whereofis togive 

a plain Narrative of the Meafures, 

whiçh he purfued in the Execution of 
his 



• 
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his Trufl, that a right Judgment may 

be formed of his Behaviour in the Dif

charge of it; and his Conduét fiand 

vindicated from ail Imputations of 

, having been any ways acceffary to any 

of the Misfortunes, which have befallen 
l1is Majejiy's Service in the Courfe of 

· the pre fen t W ar. 

In doing this, the Author !hall ad

vance fuch Faél:s only, as will fl:and the 

1--efi of the flriélefl Exatnination. 

If this Account was to have a Re

trofpeél: to the lait W ar with France 

in North A;nerica, of which Mr. 

Shirley had the chief Direél:ion at Land, . 

it would open a Field of National 

S~rvices, \V hich were principally owing 

to 
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to his 'Vigilance, Aél:ivity and Con 
duét : The Prefervation of Nova 

Scotia from falling into the Enemy's 

Rands, when in the mofl: imminent 

Danger of being loft ; the AcquiG
tion of Cape Breton ; the fmall 

Nurnber of Forces with which both 

Services were effeéted ; the little Ex

pence to the Nation, with which they 

were attended ; the * Oeconomy ufed 
by him in making ali juft Savings to 

the Crown ; and the Effeél: which the 

Conquefi then made had towards ex
tingui!hing the War, are Matters, which 

muft be recent in the Memory of thofe, 
who are verfed in the public Tran~ 
faél:ions of that Period. 

* Of this the late Mr. Pelham, Firft Lord Com
Iniffioner of the Treafury did him the Honour to 
take public Notice in Parliament. 

But 
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But as it is not intended to veil Mif

carriages, which Mr. Shirley may have 
been guilty of during his late Com

mand, with Merit, which might be 

c1aimed for him from his former Ser

vices, the Author iliall confine himfelf 

within the Compafs of the prefent War, 
and the Hoftilities immediatel y pre-

ce ding it. 

THE 



THE 

CON DUCT 
OF 

Major General Shirley. 

~~~~HE Earl of HolderneJ!e fignified his A1753· g 
~)~"~~ Majefiy's Commands to the fe~e-~ 
(~.t~}j ral Governors of North Amertca, 
~~~~~t " That in cafe the Subjeél:s of any 

c;.--QJ;~~<!}QJI; " foreign Pïince or State fhould 
cc prefume to make any Incroachments in the 
" Limits of his J.11.ajdfy's Dominions, or to 
" ereél: Forts on his A1ajejly' s Lands, or to 
" commit any other Aét of Hofiility; and 
" fhould, upon a Requifition made to 
tc them to defift from fuch Proceedings, per
ec fift in them, they fhould draw forth the 
" arm'd Force of their refpeétive Prorvt"nce 
cc and ufe their be fi Endeavours to repel Force 
" by Force.'' 

* Mr. Sbirley, before his receiving thefe 
Orel crs: h~ 1 gained Intelligence that the 
~ Then Governor of the Ma./Jadmfets Ba ·. 

B Frencb 
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•753· French had greatly increafed their Settlement 
~ upon each Si de of the River Chaudiere, wh~ch 

falls into that of St. Lawrence, a few M1les 
above the City of ff<.!febec; and that they were 
proceeding to make Settlements at abou~ 30 
Miles Difiance, upon a noted * Carrying
place, that feparates the Head of the Chaudùre 
from the Kennebeck; which laft River affords 
the French a ihorter Paifage from ~ebec for 
making Defcents upon the Provinces of the 
MaJfachufets Bay, and New Hampjhire, and 
defiroying the King's Woods there (from 
whence the Ro;'td Navy is in a great meafure 
{upplied with white Pi nes for M afts, Yards, 
and Bowfprits) th an any other Route what
ever; and from which the Indiatzs, during the 
vVar bet\veen them and New En gland in 1 72 3 
and 1724, bad tnade all the ir lncurfions and 
Ravages upon the Eafi:ern Parts of the Majfa
chufets Bay ; that the Norridgwalk Indians in
habiting within his M8je/ly's Territories had 
given the new Frencb Settlers Liberty to hunt 

1754· h . "-v--J 1ny w ere In that Country, as a Recompence 
for the Service, they were to be of to thetn in 
'rime of vVar vvith the Englijh, by fup
plying then1 \vith Proviilons and military 
Stores; and that the Arrefigunaticook, iVorridg
~.va!k, and Penobjèot ];~dz'ans were upon the 
Point of breaking out into Hofi:ilities againfi: 

1\1ar. 28. the Englijh; vvi1ercfore in confequence of his 
Majei1y' s Orders he laid thefe feveral Matters . 

+ Called by the Indians T.Yawamlawanock. 

be fore 
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before the Majfachufets Aifembly, and recotn- I754· 
mended to them the building a ftrong Fort~ 
near the Head of the River Kennebeck, above 
the Head ~rters of the Norrt'dgwalk In-
dians, and to pufh on the Englijh Settlements 
there in a defenfible manner ; in arder to fe-
cure the Province from the Encroachments of 
the French in thofe Parts, and either hold the 
Indz'ans in a due Dependence, or oblige thetn · 
to abandon the River. 

The Aifembly, in anfwer to Mr. Shirley'sApri19. 
Speech, told him, " They looked upon it 
" to be of abfolute N eceffity that the French 
" fhould, at ail Events, be prevented from 
" making any Settlements whatever upon the 
" River Kennebeck, or the Carrying-place at 
'' the Head of it. 

(( rrhat they defired him to order a new 
" Fort to be ereél:ed about 1 zo Feet fquare, 
" as far up the River above Richmond Fort as 
" he iliould think fit. 

'' That they defired he would order a fufli-
cc cient Force up to the Carrying-place to re-
H move the French, that might be fettled 
'' there ; but that, as they apprehended their 
'' Succefs, next under Providence, would de
" pend very much upon his taking this Af-
(( fair into his immediate Care and Direél:ion, 
'' they prayed him to fubmit to the Inconve-
cc niences of a Voyage to the Eafiern Parts of 
" the J?rovt'nce, and there give fuch Orders -
'' as he ihould find neceffary ; and that his 
~' Perfon might be fecure againft any At. 

~~ tempts 
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I754· cc tempt~ of the French and J,zdians, and he 
~" be enabled to e:ffeél: the building the Fort, 

" and to deftroy any French Settlements, that 
" might be carrying on, they would make 
" Provifion for the Pay and Subfiftence of 
" soo Men" ( which they afterwards aug
mented to Soo) " and that they would make 
q ample Provifion for ~is Voyage, and an I.n
" terview 'VVith the Indzans, if he jhould thznk 
cc proper ; hoping that by his prudent Manage
" ment thofe Indians \Vould be convinced, 
" that it was their Intereft to continue in 
u Peace with the Englijh.n 

l In the Summer following Mr. Shirley pro
ceeded to the Eafiern Parts of the Pro~ince 
with the Troops raifed for that Service, re
newed a Treaty of Peace wit h the Norridg
walk and Penob(cot Indians at Falmouth, and 
with their Confent built Fart Wejlern and Fort 
Halifax upo11 the River Kennebeck, the former 
about 37 Miles from the Mouth of it, and the 
ether about 54; and the Troops penetrated 
to the head of the Kennebeck, and very near 
the head of the Carrying-place, which divides 
it from the Chaudiere ; but found no French 
Settlements either upon the Kennebeck or Car
rying-place, the French having been prevented, 
as appeared afterwards, fron1 making any, by 
the Attempts they were engaged in upon 
the Ohio. 

Of thefe Proceeàings Mr. Shirley tranfmit· 
ted an Account to his Majejly's Mz'niflers in 
:England, and about the fame Titne repre~ 

fentecl 
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(ented the imminent Danger, which he 1754. 
apprehended the neighbouring Province of~ 
Nova Scotia was expofed to from the F orti
fications, and other Incroachments of the 
French upon the lflhmus, and the Peninfula 
there, and St. 'John's River in the Bay of 
Funda, as alfo from the fudden Attacks, which 
might be formed againfi: it from St. John,s 
Ijland, Louijbourg and f<yebec. 

In anfwer to the former, Mr. Shz'rley receiv'dSept. 6. 
in a Letter from Sir 'Thomas Robinfon, then one 
of his Majefiy's Principal Secretaries of State, 
his Majefiy's Royal Approbation of the Service 
upon the River Kennebeck, \Vith Orders to 
communicate it to the Alfembly; and upon his Sept. 3o. 
Return frorn that Expedition his Majefty's 
Orders were fignified to hitn in another Let-
ter from Sir 'Thomas Robinfon, whereby he was 
direél:ed to concert Meafures with Mr. Law.,. 
renee, Lieutenant Governor and Cotnmander 
in Chief of the Province of Nova Scoûa, for 
attacking the French Forts in that Provùzce. 

Mr. Lawrence having got Intelligence, thatNov. 25. 
the French deGgned to make a fpeedy Effort 
for extending their Incroachments upon the 
Peninfu!a, Meafures were concerted (purfuant 
to his Maje/ly' s Orders) between Mr. Shz'rley 
and him for 1nakicg an Attempt early in the 
Spring to prevent the Execution of their 
Scheme, by removing them from their Forts 
on the Iflhmus, and St. John's River; for 
which Purpofe it being necefTary to raife 
~ooo New England Men to aét in Conjunétion 

with 
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with fuch a Part of his Mt1jejly's Regular 

~ovoo-,., Forees in No'Va Scotia as could be f pared for 
that Service ; and to furniili 1 2 Pieces of bat-
tering Cannon, rnilitary Stores, & c. neceffary 
for carrying on fuch an Enterprize, Mr. Shir
ley took th at Part u pon him ; and in 0rder to 
facilita te the raifing of the Men, as well as to 
make a Saving to the Crown,. they were in
lified under his own Command, as Colonel 

of the Regir.aent. * 
l)ec. 1. Mr. Shirley received his Majejly's Orders 

for raifing a Regitnent of Foot in North Ame
rica confifting of 1000 Men, to be command ... 
ed by himfelf. 

Dec. 8. He informed Sir 'Ihomas Robz.nfon, that he 
lhould proceed to raife 2000 Men for the 
Service of No'Va Scott'a, and made all nece!fary 
Preparations for carrying the propofed Expe
dition into Execution ; and as good fmall. 
Arn1s were not to be procured in the Colonies, 
he acquainted him that it was abfolutely ne
ceffary, th at zooo Stands fhould be fe nt from 
England in Tin1e to arrive at Bo/lon early in 

April. 

· ~ The dl: Battalion was commanded by Captain 'Jolm 
JVtnjlow, late of his l\llajefty's 40th Regiment, an old ex
perienced Officer, particularly in the Anzericmz Service, to 
who rn l\1r. Shirley gave a p·rovincial Commiffion of Lieu
tenant Colonel upon this Occafion ; the Second by Cap
tain George Scott of his Majefty's 4oth Regiment, whofe ~a
lifications for this Command in every Refpeél: Mr. Sbirley 
was acquainted with from a perfeB: Knowledge of his Ser
vices in Nova Scotia ; to whom Mr. S.~irley likewife upon 
this efpecial Occafion gave a provincial Commi!fion of 

icutcnant Colonel1 By 
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l3y this Time Mr. Shirley bad near corn- 1755; 

pleated his own Regiment, as alfo the two ~ 
New England Battaillons of rooo each, de.ftin'd ar. 13• 
for the Service of Nova Scotia ; and having 
received Intelligence in the Surnmer preceed-
ing, th at the Fre;zch defign' d to build a new 
Fort, and extend their Encroachments at 
Crown Po-int, and being o' Opinion that the 
Expedition for drivit g the French of Canada 
out of Nova Scott'a tnight give the Colonies a 
favourable Opportunity to form another a-
gainft Crown Poùzt, and that that Attempt 
would at the fame time make a Diverfion in 
favour of the Expedition in Nova Scotia, pro-
pGfed to the four Governments of New En
gla7Zd and Province of New York, to carry 
one on againfl: the French in that ~arter with 
upwards of 4000 Men, and particnlarly re
commended the engaging the Indians of 
the Six Nations in it, and th at Colonel Johnfon, 
as he bad a confiderable Influence over them, 
lhould be Cotnmander in Chief of the Expe
dition ; and upon this Occafion he recom ... 
mended to the Governn1ent of Penjilvania, 
which bad then forne religious Scruples againft 
raifing Troops, to contribute their ~ota oi 
the Expence of this Expedition in Provifions .; 
ali which was comply'd with. 

Mr. Shirley received a Letter from Sir Tho-Mar. 14. 
1nas Robinfon acquainting him, that Major Ge- . 
nera! Braddock would foon arrive in Virginia 
with two Regiments under his Command, and 

u direéling him, upon his Q.eing notified by Mr. 
Brad-
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t755· Braddock of his Arrivai, to meet him at f ch . 

/ ~Ti me and Place, as !hould be mo fr convenient 

for both. 
Mar. 18. He received a Letter by Exprefs from Ge-

neral Braddock acquainting him with his Ar
rival ; that he bad Orders to have an Interview 
with him, and defiring him to meet him as foon 
as he could at AnnapoNs in Maryland; and 
in the mean titne he communicated to him 
the Plan of the Expedition under his own 
i1nn1ediate Co1nmand againft the French Forts 
upon the Ohz·o, to be carried on with the two 
Brz"tijh Regiments, he bad brought with him 
from England; and the Irregulars of Virgz.nia 
and Maryland; and propofed to him for his 
Confideration, an Attempt to be made at the 
fame Time for the ReduB:ion of the French 
Forts at Niagara with the two Corps of the 
soth and 5 Ift Regiments, to be conduél:ed 
un der his Command. 

Mr. Shi?·ley, at the Time of receiving this 
Letter, was clofely engaged in making the 
neceffary Preparations for fitting out in due 
Time the two Expeditions againfr the French 
in No .. Ja Scotia and at Cro1.vn Point (the Suc
cefs of the forn1er of \vhich more efpecially 
depended upon the Difpatch of it) be fides 
raifing his own Regiment and the Bufinefs of 
his Civil Adminiflratiorz within his Govern-

ment. 
Mar. 3c. As foon as he could finiili the neceifary 

Orders for carrying on the Preparations of 
both Expeditions in his Abfence, fo as that the 

No'""', a 
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Nova Scotia Regiment might embark with I755· 
its Artillery, Provifions, and Stores upon the~ 
Arrivai of the 2000 Stands of Arms from 
England (in cafe that fhould happen before-
his Return to Bojlon) and he had fo fettled 
Matters among the four Colonies of New Eng-
iand, as to fecure the Preparations of the x
pedition againft Crown Poz'nt from any Mif
carriage arnong them during his Abfence 
( both which Buflneffes neceifarily took him up 
to the 3oth of March) Mr. Shz'rley th en fet out, 
the Snow lying deep on the Ground in New 
England, to meet General Braddock, and by 
the I 4th of Aprz'l, after being retarded three 
Days in bisJourneytoNewLondon bytempeftu-
ous W eather, and obliged there to crofs the 
Sound of New rork with his Carriages and 
Horfes, and travel almofi the \vhole length of 
Long Ijland by Land, arrived at Alexandria in 
Virghûa, where Mr. Braddock then was, be-
ing about 5 so Miles from B~/lon. * 

C On 
- 1 

* The giving fo particular an Account of the Time. 
when Mr. Shirley fct out from Bojlon to meet General Brad
dock, of the Bufinefs, which hindcred him from fetting out 
fooner, and the Obfiades) he met with in his Journey to 
.Alexandria, is occafioned by his being taxed, in a Pam-

. phlet intitled "Geographical, Hifiorical, Political, Philofo
" phical and Mechanical Effays, No. 2. by Lewis Evans,'' 
with having, by his dilatory Proceedings, made General 
Braddock wait three W eeks at Annapolis and A/exandria for 
an Interview with him ; which delayed his March fo lo(lg 
as prevented his arriving at Fort Duquefne before the ln
liam who attacked him at tbe hfmcngahela, joined the 

f'>·m,) ~ 
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1755· On the fame Day Genera.l Braddock, aft~r 
~a C0nference with Mr. Shzrley and Capta1n 
Apnl I4· Keppell, Command~r of his ~ajefty's Ships 

theo in North Amerzca, determtned upon car
rying on three Expeditions to the N or~hward, 
~iz. one againft the French Forts at Nzagara ; 
another againft their Incroachments in Nova 
Scott'a ; and the other againft Crown Point; 
the firfi of them to be carried on with the 
Troops of the 5oth and 51 fi Regiments,. then 
raifing, under the Cornmand of Mr. Shtrley; 
the fecond to be profecuted upon the Plan, 
and according to the Meafures concerted be
tween Mr. Shirley and Mr. Lawrence ; and 
that againft Cro'wn Pot'nt upon the Plan fettled 

French ; and thereby occafioned his Defeat ; whereas it 
appears by the foregoing Account, that Mr. Shirley ufed aU 
the Expedition in meeting Mr. Braddock, that his Majefty's 
other Service, which he was neceffarily engaged in at 
Bojlor., the Di!lance of the Place of meeting, and the Seafon 
of the Year would admit : In 6ét, General Braddock's 
March from .Aiexandria, where his Head Qyarters were, 
was not in the leaft delayed by this Interview ; the two laft 
Di vi fions of his Troops and part of his Artillery were not 
moved from Alexandria till three Days after Mr. Shirley's 
Arriva! thcre ; and befides it is publickly known that Ge
neral Braddock was detained by varit)us Difappointments 
feven W eeks after Mr Shirlty left Alexandria ; of which he 
complained in a Letter to Mr. Shirley from Fort Cumber
land, wherein he fays, " I cannot exprefs the Difap
" pointments, Negligence, Di!honefry, and Oppofition 1 
" have met with in the Expedition under my Command, 
" which muft unavoidably retard my March a Month later 
~' tha n I at firft intended ; 1 mofi fincerely wifh you may 
'· bt: fr cc from thefe Troubles,'' 

by 
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by Mr. Shirley : As to the Expedition againft 17 55· 
the French Forts upon the Ohio, tbat was~ 
determined upon by Mr. Braddock before Mr. . 
Shirley's Arrivai at Alcxandria ; the two Bri-
tijh Regiments being ali marched fron1 thence 
to Winche)ler with the Baggage, Artillery, &c. 
except two Divifions of the 48th, \vhich 
marched in three Da ys after. 

General Braddock appointed Colonel John- Apr. 16. 
fon to be foie Superintendant of the Indians of 
the Five Nations, with lnfhuél:ions to engage 
as large a N umber of them as he could for 
his Majefty's Service in the Expedition againft 
Crown Point, Niagara, and the French Forts 
upon the Ohio ; and about the fame time 
ordered Captain King with two independent 
Companies of New York under his Com-
mand, and Captian Brad)lreet with two Corn-
panics of the dl: Regiment under his, to 
proceed forth with to Ofwego for the Pro
teél:ion of the Fort there, until Mr. Shirley's 
Arrivai, and to fi:rengthen it as foon as might 
be. 

It being judged nece1Tary by the Council Apr. 17· 
held at Alexandria, that one or more armed 
V eifels, of about 6o Ton each ihould he 
built upon the Lake Ontario for fecuring the 
Command ofit; the Care of ordering that Part 
of the Service was committed to Mr. Shir-
ley. 

1\Ir. Shirley fet out from Alexandria upon Apr. 1 

his Return to Boflon, and in paffing through 
C 2 Phzïa-



[ 12 ] 

- 1755· Phz'ladelphia receive? ~ Let.ter fr?m Si.r rrho
~ mas Robùifon, a~q~atnttn.g h1m w1th h1~ Ma~ 

jefiys Approbatzon of bts Defign to ratfe the 
zooo New England Men, and his Majefty's 
Orders to compleat them ; and informing 
him, that his Majefty bad ordered 2000 Stands 
of Arms to be fent to him at Bofton. 

1\pr. 25. Mr. Shz'rley judging upon further Con-
fideration, that his own Regiment, with fuch 
Part of the 51 fi as was likely to be raifed in 
Time for the Expedition againfi Nz'agara, 
would not be a fufficient Force for effeding 
the Service und er his Command upon the 
Lake Ontarz'o, againfi the Oppofition, which 
might be expeél:ed there in the Defence of fo 
important a Place to the French, in his return 
through the Province of }lew Jerfey procured 
an Aél: of the A./Jembly then fitting, for leav
ing the Regiment of that Province confifl:ing 
of soo Men ( which by their la te Aét was 
confined to be employed in the Service againfl 
Crown Point) at Liberty to proceed under his 
Command to Ofwego; \vhich Difpofition of it 
was afterwards confirmed by General Brad
dock. 

Apr. 29. · Mr. Shz'rley arrived at New York, where he 
found th at the two Cotnpanies of the 5 dl: 
Regiment ordered by General Braddock to pro
ceed, as foon as might be, to Ofwego, were 
detained for want of Money to pay the Men 
their Subfifience (the Deputy Pay-ma/ier Ge-
1Zeral for the N orthe rn Difi.riét not being th en 

arrived 



0· 

[ 13 ] 
arrived in .America) and of Battoes; the pro- 1755. 
viding of which laft was committed to the~ 
Care of the Lieutenant Governor of New 
York : Wherefore, in arder to difpatch Cap-
tain Brac!Jlreet with the t\vo Companies for 
Ofwego, he procured Money to fupply the 
commanding Officer of the Regiment for 
that Purpofe : During his Stay there he like-
wife fettled Colonel Johnfon' s * Commiffion 
and Infi:ruétions, together with the neceffary 
Preparations for the Campaign to Crown Point., 
the Plan of Operations to be purfued, the Ap
pointment of the neceffary Officers for the 
Indz'ans which were to be engaged in that Ex
pedition, and other Matters relative to them, 
&c. as alfo feveral with the Lieutenant Go-
verner of New York for fupplying both that 
and the Nz'agara Expedition with Artillery 
and Ordnance Stores, and other things relative 
only to the former of them : He fettled like-
wife, before he left New York, Captain Brad-
flreet's Inftruél:ions for forwarding the Building 
of the two Sloops u pon the Lake Ontarz'o, to
ge th er with two fm ali Schooners or Row 
Gallies of about zo Ton each for Tenders 

· to them ; as alfo the neceffary Orders for 
hiring Seamen, contraéting with Builders and 

* By this Commiffion (being a provincial one) Colonel 
]ohnfon was appointed by Mr. Shirley, Major General and 
Commander in Chief of the provincial FE;)rces employed in 

f· that Expediton. 
n 

a Workme~~ .. 
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I75S· Workmen, and for procuring Proviûorts nd 
~aU manner of Stores for that Expedition. 

It rnuft be obferved here, that when Mr. 
Shirley was firft ordered to Ofwego, the Paffage 
thither was very little known to any but a few 
Officers, who had been pofred at the Gar
rifu.l there, and a few Jndian Traders of Al
hany and Scheneélada, who ufually went there 
once a Y ear, in the Spring ( w hen the Waters 
are high) in Battoes, with Goods fuitable for 
that Trade, and returned towards the Begin .. 
ning of Winter : U pon Inquiry Mr. Shirley 
found, that every thing wanted at Ofwtgo 
mufr be fidl: embarked at New York on board 
Sloops, and fent 1 6o Miles up Hudfon's Ri
ver to Albany, there landed, and tranfported 
16 Miles to Scheneélada ; that there they 
muft be put on board Battoes on the Mo
hawks River, up which they were to proceed 
againft the Stream about 140 Miles to the 
great Carrying-place at Oneida; that the Paf
fage up that River was rendered very difficult 
hy a great N umber of Falls, Rifts of Rocks, 
and Shoals, which at all times are bad, but in 
dry Seafons almofi impaffable; and that in one 
Part of it, within five Miles of the upper Mo
haru~ks Caftle at Conajohara, the re was a Fall 
called from thence the Conajohara Fall, which 
entirely interrupts the Navigation of the River 
for above a Mile, at which Place ail the Bat
tees and their Cargoes were dragged by Hand 
over Land; that at the Oncida Carrying-place, 

\vhere 
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where the Battoes leave the Mohawks River, I7S5• 
the Land Carriage to the Wood Creek, in the '-v---1 
Spring, when the Waters are high, was four 
Miles acrofs, but in the Summer eight, to 
the Place where the Canada Creek falls into 
the Wood Creek ; the Road extremely bad 
for the moft part, through Swamps and 
Mar!hes ; and about 6o Miles from any In
habitants, except only two or three Indian Fa-
milies which refided there, and kept a few 
Horfes and Sledges to carry over the Traders 
Goods ; that there was no Houfe or Place to 
{helter Goods from the Weather, there be-
..ing no Ufe for one, as the Traders always fe-
cured their Goods in their Battoes, fo that they 
could not be burt by it; and as there gene
rally arrived at the Carry.ing-place no more 
than two or three Battoes at a time, they could 
al ways get over in one Day : That the N avi
gation through the Wood Creek to the Oneida 
Lake, which is 28 Miles, was very difficult, 
the Creek being then choak'd up with great 
Logs and Trunks of Trees, which had fallen 
into it; through which a narrow Paffage had 
been eut, broad enough only to admit one of 
the fmall Battoes to pafs through at a time ; 
that from the Oneida Lake to Ofwego there 
were many other Difficulties in the Paffage ; 
the Onondago River having feveral bad Falls 
and Rifts, and particularly one FaU within 
12 Miles of Ofwego, where the whole River 
tu rn bles over a perpendicular Rock of ab ove 
16 Feet high ; which occafions the Battoes to 

be 
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1755. be landed there, and dragged over a Carry-
~ ing-place of about 50 Yards ; th at from 

thence dawn to Ofwego, the Ri ver was very· 
rapid and dangerous in many Places ; that for 
almoft the whole Length of the Pa!fage from 
Scheneétada to Ofwego, being 240 Miles, the 
Banks of the Rivers and Creeks were covered 
with thick Woods al}d Bruili, which put it 
into the Power of the Enemy to ambufh the 
Battoes in their Paffàge whenever they pleas'd, 
unlefs Precautions were taken to prevent 
them ; and that it would be neceffary to em· 
ploy at leaft 500 Battoes between Scheneélada 
and Ofwego to carry clown the Stores and Pro
vifions requifite for the Expedition under his 
Comtnand, there being not above 20 Battoes 
then to be purchafed or hired in the Province 
of New York. 

To get over as many of thefe Difficulties as 
might be, Mr. Shirley, before he left Ne'lfJ 
rork, gave Orders for a Number of Carpen
ters to be employed at Scheneétada, Albany, 
and }lew York, in building soo new Battoes, 
\Vhich were compleated in fix Weeks ; like-

. \vife for one Party to be en1ployed in clearing 
the Mohau'ks Rz.ver and fVood Creek from as 
many Obfiruétions in them as was poffible ; an
other to be fent to the Falls at Conajohara, to 
n1ake a paffable Raad there, and another to 
build two Store Houfes on the Onez'da Carry
t"ng-place, at each End one ; which lafi Party, 
after effetl:in g th at, proceeded to me nd the 
Ro4d over the Carrying-place ; and widened 

the 
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thè Paffage through the Wood Crèek, whîèh I75S· 
they cleared higher up than it was before, ~ 
and thereby made the Land Carriage three 
Miles fhorter. 

While this was doing by People hired in 
the Province of New Jork, Mr. Shirley, foon 
after his Arrivai at Bojlon, ordered two Corn.;.. 
panies of Sir William Pepperell's Regiment, 
then at New rork, to be compleated to I 00 

Men each, and / to proceed to the great Carry• 
ing-place, there to guard the Store Houfes and 
Paifage acrofs, and to be ernployed in clearing 
the Woods on the Sides of the Road, upon 
which they worked, till the reft of the Troops 
arrived there. 

Mr. Shirley arrived from New rork at Hart. May 9~ 
ford in Conneélicut, where he found the Ge
neral A.!Jembly fitting, and that a Stop was put 
to the raifing that Governn1ent's ~ota of 
Men for the ,Crown Point Expedition, being 
1 zoo, on Account of the AJJembly' s infifiing 
th at Mr. Shirley fiJould give the commanding 
Officer of their Forces a Commiffion and 
Rank as the fecond in Command after Ma-
jor General Johnfon; which Point he was 
obliged to fiay there one Night to fettle wîth 
the Governor; after which he fet eut the next 
Morning for Bq/lon • 
. Mr. Sht.rley reached Bojlon, where he foundl\1ay 13. · 

the 2000 Stands of fmall Arms, which \Vere 
defi:in'd for the Service of the Expedition 
againfi the French Incroachments in J.Vova 
Ecotia, arrived from England, and in five Days. 

D after 
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1755. after all the New England Forces embarked 

'--y--) for Fort Lawrence at Chiegneélo, where they 
arrived the 2d Day of June, and within fe
venteen Days, in Conjunétion with 400 of the 
regular Troops of his Majejiy's three Regi
ments there, attacked and reduced the French 
Forts at Beau Sejour, and at Gafpereau near 
Bay Verte, made the Garrifons Prifoners ; and 
in a iliort ti me after, upon two of his Maje/iy's 
Ships of vVar's appearing before the French 
Fort fitu ated o 1 the River of St. John's, about 
three Miles above the Mouth of it, the Gar
rifon there burH: their Cannon, demolilhed 
their vVorks as much as they could, evacuated 
the Fort, and retired up the River to their 
other Sett1emcnt3 upon it. 

After the Reduétion of the French Forts, it 
being fou nd neceffary by Mr. La1.vrence for the 
Securi y of the Province, to rernove the Aca
Jz'ans (con1tnonly called French Neutrals) out 
of it, and diftribute them among his Maje.fly's 
ether 1~orthern Colonies, the New England 
Troops \Vere employed in that Service, and 
remained in the Pro~vince to affifi in its De-

. fcnce till the refpeétive Terms of their Enlift
Inents \Vere expir =-d ; vvhen they infifi:ed upon 
thei~ Difchargcs, except a Company of 150 

Rangers, which were raifed out of them, 
and others, \vho inlifi.ed into the Kz'ng's Re
gin1ents thcre. 

For Mr. Shz'rley's Share in the Service of 
this Expeàition he had the Honour to have 

his 
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his Majfjly's Royal Approbation of it fignified 1755 
to him in a Letter from Sir 7:hoJnas Robinfon. ~ 

The Cloathing, Arms, Accoutrements, May 2o. 
Camp Equipage, and Stores of the soth Re
giment ( which was compleated to 1 o r9 Rank 
and File by the 24th of April, being within 
four Months after its Eftablifhment) arriv'd at 
Bo.fton ; but the Troops could not march for 
want of their Subfifience being paid them, 
the Deputy Pay-mafier General for the 
~ orthern Difiriél: not being arrived in Ame
rte a. 
. The Deputy Pay-mafter arrived at Boflon: May 28 .. 
and within about nine Da ys after ( which was 
as faon as it could poffibly be do ne) the 
Troops of that Regiment were paid their Sub
fiftence, at two different Payments, up to the 
24th of June. 

The firft Divifion, confifiing of two Corn- June . 
pa nies ( w hi ch was as large a Party as ~r-
ters could be conveniently found for in their 
Route) beg un their Mar ch from Bo/lon to the 
Town of Pro~idence in the Colony of Rhode 
Ijland, the other Companies following in like 
Divifions the four fucceeding Days. 

The whole Regiment failed from Pro~i- June 16. 
denee for Albany, being about 4 50 Miles difi:ant 
from Brjlon, and arrived there the 28th, and 
debarking on the 3oth marched that Day to 
Scheneélada, where they found the New Jer-
fey Regirnent arrived be fore them. 

Before Mr. Shirley le ft Boflon the MaJfochu
fets Alfembly being of Opinion, that the Force 

D 2 he 
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1'155· he was to carry with him to Ofwego.would n~t 
~be fufficient to make a Reduébon of the 

French Fort at Niagara, upon his A pplicatio~ 
pa1fed a V ote to en able him to carry with 
him soo of fuch of the Troops, that were 
raifed by that Province for the Expedition 
againfi Crown Point, as would inlift with him, 
provided the other Colonies concerned con
fented to it ; to which ali except that of Con
neélicut agreed; whofe Refufal prevented him 
from having that Augmentation of the Forces 
under his Command. 

June 2~t Mr. Shirley having fettled all Matters rela-
tive to the Expedition againft Crown Point, 
fet out from Brjion, and arrived at New York 
the zd of Ju~y ; foon after which the Re
mainder of Pepp~re!Ps Regin1ent en1barked 
from thence for Albany, and proceeded di
reétly to Scheneélada, leaving only a Detach
ment at Albany to efcort Mr. Shirley from 
thence. 

July 4· Upon Mr. Shirley's Arrivai at New York he 
found a full Stop put to the Preparations for 
the Expedition againfi Crown Point, with re
fpeét to the Articles of Artillery and military 
Stores, which the Governments of Ma.J!a
chufets Bay and New York bad agreed to fur
ni{h between them, depending that the Colo
nies of Cotznt?clt'cut, New Hczmpjhire, and Rhode 
!}land would pay their Proportions of the 
~xpence; but that not being clone, the Go
v~rnm~nt of New York dçclined parting witl1 

· ·· ~he 
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the Stores without aél:ual Payment or Security 17 55· 
~ 1 giv~n. ~ = 

After having removed this Obfiacle to the July 5• Expedition's proceeding, by putting into the· 
Hands of the Government of New rork a fuffi-
cient ~ntity of the Penjilvania Provifions, 
as a Security for rein1burfing them on Ac
count of the beforementioned Articles, and 
advanced about 1 ooo/. Sterling of his own 
Money towards the Expence of tranfporting 
the Artillery and OrdnanceStores,in Confidence 
of being reimburfed by the New England Co
lonies, he embarked for Albany. 

Mr. Shirley arrived at Albany, and findingJuly 10~ 
that the Embarkation of the New Jerfey and 
soth Regiments, and the five Companies of the 
51ft, which \Vere at Scheneélada, together with 
their Provifions and the A rtillery and Stores? 
would take up forne W eeks i which might be 
employed by hirn more profitably for his Ma-
jejly's Service in fiaying there to forward the 
Expeditiop againfi Crown Poz'nt, thap going to 
Scheneélada to attend the E_mbarkation of the 
Troops and Stores from thence, he commit
ted the latter to the Care of Lùutenant Colonel 
Ellifon, commanding Officer there : This Em
barkation was made in feven Divifions, the 
five fidl: ofwhich took up till the 23d Day of Juf;', occafioned by want of Battoe..:men and 
Slay-tncn with I-Iorfes at the feveral Carrying
places, of both which Mr. Shz'rley found him
tè~f greatly difappointçd) particularly in the 

ÇpQnty 
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1155~ County of .Albany ; upon which his whole 
~Dependance was for them. 

This Ti me Mr. Shirley employed at Albany 
in forwarding the Expedition againft Crown 
Point in every Branch of it; and in arder to 
difpatch the Troops, fupplied General John .. 
fon with 50 Barrels of Gunpowder and forne 
other Articles out of the Stores of the Expe
dition under his own Command, and with a 
Draft upon the Deputy Pay-mafter General 
for 3 oool. Sterling, to ena ble him to carry aë 
many Indians to Crown Point as he could; 
and having ftayed at Albany until the firfi: Di
vifion of the provincial Troops, confifiing of 
1 ooo Men. was in Motion upon their March 
towards Crown Point, he fet out the Day fol
lowing for Scheneélada with 3 o Stockbridge 
Indians who bad engaged to go with him to 
Ofwego.. 

July 24. He arrived at Scheneélada, where he found 
Lieutenant Colonel Ellifon bad embarked but 
the Day before with the fifth Di vi fion of the 
5oth Regin1ent for Ofwego ; and that Lieu-

_tenant Colonel Mercer \Vith five Companies of 
the 5 dl, and one of the soth, were Hill re ... 
maining for want of Battoe-men. 

July 
29

. Mr. Shirley ernbarked with 97 Battoes load .. 
ed with n1ilitary Stores, Provifions and oth·er 
N ec;effaries for the Expedition ; together with 
about 200 Regular ï""'roops, I 50 Battoe-men 
and 40 Indians (having increafed his Indz'am 
to that nun1ber at Schencélada) for Ofwego, 

leaving 
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leaving Order·s for Lieutenant Colonel Mercer to 1755• 
follow him as foon ai poffible with the reft '-v--' 
of the Provifions and military Stores, and the 
remaining three Compan!es of the 51 fr except 
a De acl.tment of a Lieutenant and 40 l\1en, 
\Vhich w 're ordered to remain behind for fafe-
gu n1 ·ng fu h Eattoes, as f: ould be en1ployed 
upor the l rohawks River ( which th en begun 
to be infefi:Ld with Enemy Indt'ans) in carrying 
Prov;fions and Stores for the Garrifon at Of-
wego : and upon his Pa!fage up that River he 
vifited the two Cafiles of the Mohawks whom 
he addreffed in the following Terms; rviz. 

'' Brethren, 
" Colonel Johnfon will fully inforrn you, 

" that with the unanimous Approbation of 
" the Governments of the Malfachufets Bay, 
cc New York, Conneélt'cut,Pifcataqua and Rhode 
" ljlt:tnd, I have appointed him to be Comn1ander 
'' in Chief of 4700 Englijh for the recovery of 
" your Lands upon the Lake lroqZfoÙ out of 
cc the Hands of the French, and removing their 
"' Forts and other Incroachments from thence. 

'' The principal Motives, \vhich have in
" duced me to appoint Colonel Johnfon to this 
" Command, and thofe Colonies to approve 
cr of it, were his difi:inguilhed Friendi11ip for 
" you, and the Truft and Confidence you 
" have for many Y ears repofed in him : and 
" we have therefore thought him the beft 
" Perfon to have the Conduét of this impor
,, ta t Bufinefs, which fo nearly concerns 
~-ç your Interefis, committed to him. 

"But 
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i 7 5S· " But this Teftitnony of tnine, and your 

t.--.r-J" Brethren's good Difpofition and affeétionate 
" Regard for you, is a fmall Matter in corn pa
cc rifon of that, whieh his Excellency General 
" Btaddock the Commander in Chief of the 
" Great King George your Father's Armies 
" upon this Continent, bath given you in the 
'' Declaration1 he bath fent you in his Royal 
" Mafier's Name, his Confirmation of my 
'' Choice of Colone!Johnfon to command that 
" Part of the King's Army which is to aél: 
" at Lake Iroquois, and his furthar Appoint
,, ment of him to take the foie Management 
'' of your Affairs upon himfelf exclufive of 
'' all others, whom he bath forbid to inter-
'' meddle therein. 

" Befides the Recovery of your Lands upon 
H and near Lake Iroquois, and the Retnoval 
" of the French lncroachments there, the 
cc Ki'ng your Father bath ordered his General 
" to recover your Country on the North Side 
' of the Lakes Ontario and Erie for you from 

" the French ; the chief Command in the 
" Execution of which is committed to me. 

'' 'Thefe Lands y ou weil know, Brethren, by 
" authentic Deeds placed among the Records 
" of New York, were furrenderd by your 
'' Anceftors into the Hands of the Great 
" !Gng your Father, for his Maje/ly to 
" proteél: for then1 and their Defcendants for 
" ever. 

" Nothing therefore, Brethren, now re· 
~~ mains wantin~ to reftore the Indians of the 

leaving 
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cc Firv~ Nations to the ir former Poff"effions, and 17 5_)' 
" ancient Superiority which they maintained ~ 
tc over the other Indians upon this Continent 
" before the French (our and their avowed 
<C Enemies) found Means by their Artifices to 
" break their united State, and afterwards 
"draw forne of them off from their Obedience 
" to the Great J{ing their Father, but to re-
" uniteand ftrengthen his Handsin recovering 
" his Children's Country for them, and driv-
" ing the French out of it." 

After this, he had Conferences with them,' 
in which he particularly preifed them to fend 
off the ir W arriors, w hom General Johnfon had 
engaged to follow him in the Ezpedition 
againfi: Crown Point, giving Sachenz Hendrique, 
who commanded them, a * Commiffion for 
that Purpofe ; and contented hitnfelf with 
obtaining from each of the Caftles an Appoint
ment of eight of their young Men, who were 
not engaged with General Johnfon, to accom
pany him to Oft.Oego. 

He received an Account, as he was on hisJuly 30. 
Paff'age up the Moharzvks River, of the Defeat 
of the Forees under the Command of Gene
ral Braddock upon the Monongahela, and Co!G
nel Dunbar' s t Retreat with the Remainder 

E of 

* This Commiffion was found in his Pockct, when he 
was killed. 

t It is infinuated in Lewis Evans's beforementioned Pam
phlet, that Colonel Dunhar's Rctrr;lt from Lawrel Hill waSI 
owin~ to forne Orders given him Ly 1.\llr. Shirley for th at Pur-
. pofe; 
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i7 55· of them from Lawrel Hill, with a defign to 
~rn arch them to Phz'ladelphia and enter into 

Winter Quarters there as foon as he could 
reach it. 

Aug. 8. Mr. Shirley arrived at the Oneida Carrying-
place, w he re he found Lieutenant Colonel El li
fon detained for want of Slay-men, and Horfes 
to tranfport the Troops, Provifions, Baggage, 
and Stores fent in his Divifion, and was him

. felf obliged to remain there on the fan1e Ac
count ,till the I 3th of that Month~ 

During his Stay at the Carrying-place he fent 
Orders to Colonel' Dunbar to mar ch his Troops 
from Phz'ladelphz'a to Albany, as foon as n1ight 
be, in order to be ready there to affift either 
in the Expedition againft Nz"agara, or Crof[.OJZ. 
Point, as his Majefiy's Service iliould require ; 
or at leafi to co ver the Country in cafe Major 
General Johnfon fhould be defeated by the 
French, and prevent the Communication be
tween Albany and Ofwego from being eut off: 
He likewife dif patched two Albany Men and 
Indz'ans to Nz'agara for Intelligence of the 
Strength and Motions of the Enemy, \Vith 
Orders to meet hin1 at Ofwego ; and Meilèn
gers to the Oneida, Onondago, Cayuga, and 

pofe; whereasGeneral Braddock's Defeat happened on the 9th 
of ]uly, at which Time Mr. Shirley was about 450 Miles 
difiant from the Monongahela, and C(Jlonel Dunhar's Retreat 
being made on the 1 6th, it was impoffible for him tore
ceive any Orders from Mr. Shirley within that time; nor 
did Colonel Dunbar receive any Orders whatever from him 
'till about the middle of Augujl, by which Time he bad ad~ 
vanced far in his March to Philadelphia. 

Sine ca 
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Szneca Indians tolet them know of his March '755· 
to Ojwego, and invite them to meet him '-v-tl 
the re. 

Mr. Shirley, before he left Scheneélada, 
had receivel Advices from Captain Bradjlreet, 
then Comm1ndant at Ofwego, that upwards of 
I 6oo French had, at feveral times in the Sum
mer, pa!fed by in Sight of the Fort towards 
the Falls of Niagara, in their W a y (as was 
fuppofed) to the Ohio, or elfe to fi:rengthen 
the Garrifon of Niagara ; and that in the 
Month of July, part of them, 'Viz. 300 French 
and 200 Indians bad incamped within five 
Miles of Ofwego, with deGgn, as the Corn- . 
mandant thought, to attack it, but that 
finding the Garrifon too fl:rong for their 
Foree they pa!fed on towards N -iagara. 

On the 17th of Augujl at Night, being up-Aug. Ij . 

on his Pa!fage to Ojwego he received by Ex-
prefs from Captat'n Bra4Jlreet a Letter, where-
in he acquainted him, "that he had juft re-
" ceived Intelligence from Cadaraqui, (Fort 
cc Frontenac] of about 6oo Troops, which 
" came fron1 France th at Y ear, befides a large 
" Body of Irregulars being got there ; that 
" another larg~ Body of the Troops, which 
" had lately arrived from France, was, together 
~· with the General, to be in a iliort time at Ca-
" daraqui, and that as foon as they were ar-
' rived with a confidera ble Body of Indians 

" ( v:hich vvas likewife expeéted) an Exprefs 
'' was to be immediately fent frotn thence to 
~- Niagara to inform the Officer, who cotn

.. "manded 
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17 55· '' manded the soo Men y whjch had landed 
~" near OfdJ{'gO in July lafi, of their Arrival, 

" and the Day they were to fet out to attack 
" Ofwego) that) with all the Indz.ans ~hey could 
" colleél: frotn that Quarter, they tntght fet out 
" at the fame titne and jo in the French General 
" at Ojwego.,, 

This Account of the Defigns of the French 
againfi Ofwego was afterwards fully confirmed 
by fubfequent Intelligence ; but the Baron De 
Diejkazt's prcceeding to Cadaraqui with all 
the Troops, that he brought from France, was 
prevented (as appeared afterwards) by Major 
General Johnfon's marching againft Crown 
Point. 

Aug. 18. Mr. Shirley arrived at Ofrwego with the 
laft Divifion but one of the Forces under 
his Co1nn1and, and fou nd the W orks 
there, hough ftrengthened by Captain Brad
Jlreet as n1 uch as could be expeéted, in a 
very \Veak Condition ; the chief Strength of 
the Fort, which was tnounted with five fmall 
Cannon of 3 and 4 Pound Bail, conüfced of a 
Stone-Wall 6o 5 Feet in Circun1ference and 
3 î Feet thiel~, fo ill cemented, th at it could 
not fiand againfi Cannon of 4 Pound Shot, and 
\V::lS fituated u pon the South Edge of Lake On
tario on a iinall Eminence, which was com-

. tnanded at 4 50 Yards Difiance to the North 
Eaf\?Y an high ~oint of Land, on the oppo
fite ~Ide o~ th~ R1ver, and by another Emi .. 
nence beh1nd It W e!l:ward at the Difiance of 
5 40 Yards; and 1n this expofed State of the 

Fort, 
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Fort, the Prench, if not hindered by armed 175). 
Vefièls, might land Artillery from the Lake,~ 
within about a Mile of the Eminences. 

As it appeared to Mr. Shirley, upon a Sur
vey of thofe two high Grounds taken on the 
Afternoon of his Arrivai, that the oppofite 
Point on the other Side of the River was, on 
Account of its advantageous Situation for 
commanding the Harbour, and the old Fort, 
the moft effential Spot to be fecured, he or
dered it to be immediately cleared of the 
Trees and U nderwoods, with which it was 
thick covered; and as it feemed abfolutelv 
neceffary, in the weak Condition of the old 
Fort, th at for the Defence of the Place a gain ft 
the fudden Attempts, it was threatened with 
fron1 Fort Frontenac, it iliould be firengthen'd 
as foon as poffibie, with fuch new Works, as 
the fudden Emergency would admit of; and 
as neither that nor the advanced Seafon, and 
the other Buildings and Works neceffary to 
be finiilied at Ofwego would allow Mr. Shir
le)', under the Circumftances he was in, to 
execute that Y ear any Plan of Fortifications, 
which would be defenfible againfr heavy Ar
tillery, he gave Orders for ereél:ing on the 
Point a firong Log pallifaded Fort, capable of 
mounting large Cannon, and containing Bar .. 
racks for 300 Men, which, from the Dimen
fions of its Logs, might be defenfible againft 
Cannon of 3 lb. or 4lb. Bail ; and, if it 
ihould be thought requifite to have a firong 

regular 
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regular Fortification build round it another 

,_.,...-v-.., Y ear be of Service, whilil: the new W orks 
were' ereétina : And for fecuring the Place to 

Sept. 1. 

the South\va~d of the old Fort, he determined, 
as foon as Rands and Time could be fpared 
for it, to have a fmall fquare Fort of Earth 
and l\1afonry, with four Bafiions, a Rempart, 
Parapet, and Ditch, containing Barracks for 
200 Men, built on the other Eminence; a 
particular Account of ail which Mr. Shirley 
tranfmitted in a Let ter of the I 9th of Septem
her from Ofwego, to Sir 'Iho:nas Robinfon, with 
Plans of the intended Forts. 

The laft Divifion of the Forces under Mr. 
Shirley's Comn1and, with Part of .the Artillery 
nnd Ordnance Stores, arrived at Ofwego with 
ljeutenant Colonel Mercer ; Carriages for 9 
of the largefi: Pieces of Ordnance we1e to be 
new made (tho fe pre pa red for them before hi3 
Arrivai not being fufficiently fortified ), feve
ral other W orks to be forwarded as much as 
poifible before he proceeded t<;> N-iagara ; in 
particular the Intelligence he bad received of 
the Enemy's defigning foon to attack Ofwego, 
n1ade it not advifeable for him to draw any 
confiderable Part of the Forces from it in rhe 
expofed Condition, the W orks \Vere then in, 
until at leafi the new Fort ereéting at the 
Point was inclofed, and ready to receive its 
Cannon ; but if all other Circutnfiances had 
favoured Mr. Shirley's proceeding to Niagara, 
yet from the Time of his Arrivai at Ofwego to 
the 1 8th of September, there had not been a 

fufficient 
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ufficient ~antity of Provifions for viétualling 1755· 
the Garrifon ten Da ys, at any one time in the~ 
Stores : This was occafioned by feveral Acci-
dents, but principally the Lownefs of the Wa-
ter in the Rivers, through which they were 
to be carried to Ofwego, Defertion of Battoe-
men and Slay-men t it being the Time of 
Harveft ), and above ali by the infufficient 
Number of both to be found in the Country 
for tranfporting the Baggage, Provifions, Ar-
tillery, and Ordnance Stores employ,d in this 
Expedition, and that of Crown Point, which 
were carrying on at the {ame time. 

At this time the State of the Intelligencesept. 1
1
. 

concerning the Strength and Defigns of the 
Enemy at Niagara and Fort Frontenac ftood 
th us. 
. The two Albany Traders and lndians, w hi ch 
Mr. Shirley fent from the Oneida Carryz'ng
place to Niagara, were returned, and brought 
him an Account, that the Fort and Garrifon 
there were both in a weak Condition ; that 
the French told the lndt'ans, who being well 
known to the Garrifon, and unfufpeéled by 
them, were admitted into the Fort, and con
tinued there two Days, that they bad for 
forne time expeéled goo lndians from Canada, 
with a large ~ntity of Stores, and were un
der Con cern left the V efièls, th:1t were to 
have brought them, fhould be taken by one 
of the Englijh Veffels, they having beard no
thing of them for forne W eeks ; that the 
French had at Niagara 70 or 8o large Battoes, 

with 
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I755· with which they told them they intended to 
~ meet the Englijh Veffels, and board them; 

which laft Circumfiance was confirm'd by an
ether Indian, who had lately come from Ni
agara, and upon meeting one of the Englijh 
Row-Gallies upon the Lake, cautioned the 
Commander of it againft proceeding further> 

for that Reafon. 
The Intelligence which the Parties of Al-

hany Men and lndz'ans, whom Mr. Shz'rley, 
foQn after his Arrivai at Ofwego, fent to re
connaître Fort Frontenac, and the Harbour, 
and other Indians, which were lately arrived 
from thence, gave him of the Enemy's 
Strength and Defigns there, was as follows : 

Th at the French Fort was f urrounded with 
a Stone Wall about fix Feet thick, and 
mounted with 'a great N um ber of Cannon 
large and fmall ; that their Magazine had a 
large N umber of Barrels of Powder in it; and 
that there were in their Harbour two Sloops 
of about the fame Size with thofe of the Eng
lijh ; that there was one Encampment of re
gular Troops near the Fort, which, from the 
N umber of the Tents, they judged to con tain 
about 6oo Soldiers, and another large En
campment of Canadeans; th at the French there 
told one of the Indz'ans, who was a Man of 
Note, and in great Confidence with them, 
that they expeél:ed foon from Canada a much 
larger N umber of regubr Troops, with an 
Officer, they ca1led .. the General, whjch were 
lately arrived from France: and that the Com-

mandant 
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mandant of the Fort told him, that then they 1755· 
defigned to make the Englijh a Vifit at Of-~ 
wego, and a-ttack it; the Truth of which was 
afterwards verified. 

And Major General Johnfon, in his Letter 
dated rft of September, from the Camp at 
Lake George, acquainted Mr. Shirley, that 
fotne of the Indt'ans, whom he had fent for In
telligence to Canada, informed hitn, that the 
French told them, the re were 3 oo Ca noes late
ly gone to Cadaraqzd [Fort Frontenac]. 

Mr. Shirley, upon laying together this Intel
ligence, and the Account \vhich he bad be
fore received of the Arrivai of ~roops from 
France that Summer, and confidering thefe 
Circurnfiances in particular, that all Inter
courfe between Fort Frontenac and Niagara 
had been fufpended for forne time, and that 
the French bad laid fiill at the former of thofe 
Places ever fince his Arrival at Ofwego, judged 
it probable that the Enemy's Defign \Vas, in 
cafe of his making an Atternpt againfr Nia
gara (which, from its Difl:ance of I 50 Miles, 
and the advanced Seafon of the Year, would 
takc up 3 o Da ys, or more, in the Execution) 
to make a Defcent in the mean time againfi: 
Ofwego from Fort Frontenac, which does not 
exceed 55 Miles Difiance from it. 

The Strength of the Garrifon at Ojwfgo was 
th en as follows: The N umber of Men fit for 
imtnediate Service did not amount to more 
th an 1376, the Corps of which it confifted 
having been much reduced by Sic -nefs and 

F Defer-
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1755. Defertions upon their March, and fince their 
~ Arrival there; and befides thefe Troops the 

N umber of the Albany rvlen and Indians, 
"vhich attended the Ar.rny, did not exceed 

120. 
The Accounts which Mr. Shirley had re-

ceived of the Enemy's Garrifon and W orks at 
Niagara encouraged him to make an At
tempt aaainfi it that Year, if poffible; and as 
the Works of the new Fort building upon the 
oppofite Point were fo far advanced, that he 
hoped it might be ready in a fevv Days to re~ 
ce ive its Artillery, he purpofed, notwithfiand ... 
ing the Onondago lndians in particular had de ... 
clared to him, that the Seafon of the Year 
was too far ad vanced for fuch an Enterprize, 
to proceed to Niagara (as foon as a fuflicient 
~antity of ProviGons ihould arrive atOfwego) 
with 6oo Regulars, including Gunners and 
Matroifes, befides the Albany Men and In
dians, and a Train of Artillery confiiling of 
one Cannon of r 8 Pound Shot, four twelve 
Pounders, one ten Inch Mortar, one {even 
Inch 1--Ioyett, two Royals, and :five fmall Swi ... 
v el Hoyetts, with the four V e!fels, five Whale
Boats ( being all he had ), and a fuitable N um
ber of Battoes; in which cafe the Force re
maining for the Defence of Ofwego would 
have be.en 700 Troops fit for immediate Duty, 
two Cannon of I 2 Pound Ball, four nine 
Pounders, I o fix Pounders, 6 three Pounders, 
and 8 Cohorns ; and the Day following he 
con vened a Cou neil of W ar for their Opinion 

upau 
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upoh his Intention to proceed to N /agara with -: 17556 

the before-mentioned Force, on receiving a 
proper Supply of Proviiîons ; and the Majo-
rity of tHe Men1bers accordingly advifed him 
thereto. 

Hereupon Mr. Sln.rlfy ordered Preparations 
to be forthwith made for the intended At-

. tempt; the 6oo Troops were drafted, and 
held themfelves in readinefs to etnbark; the 
Artillery and Ordnance Stores were put on 
board the Sloop Ontario, and a Proportion of 
the Provifions on board the Sloop O.ftJJego ; and 
the refi ready to be put on board the Row
Gallies, Whale-Boats, and Battoes, in the latter 
of which it was fou nd, th at a very confiderable 
Part of the Troops v;ould be obliged to em
bark, for \vant of Room, in the V efiels. 

Eight Battoes, containing 40 Barrels ofSept. 27. 
Elour, and 13 of Bread, which \Vere the Spe
cies of Provifmns wanted, arrived at the 
Camp; fo th at the re was th en in Store there 
14 Da ys full Allowance of Bread and Flour 
for 2ooo Mouths, which, upon the beft Cal .. 
culation th at could be made, was the who le 
N umber of Troops, Albany Men, Indians,_ 
Workmen, and Followers of the Camp; of 
that ~ntity Mr. Shirley determined to take 
with him to Niagara 2 I ,ooo Pounds of 
Bread and Flour, being ! Allo·wance for 
7oo l'vien for 40 Days; in Vvhich Cafe there 
would be left in Camp 8ooo Pounds of Bread 
and Flour, being twelve Da ys ;- A llo\v
nnce for the N utnber, he {hould lcave the re, 

F' z r-.·hid 
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I755· which by the Advices he had received from 
~the Oneida Carrying-place and JJ1ohawks River, 

he had the greateft Reafon to expeét would, 
in the Space of a few Days, be augn1ented to 
a full Allowance for forne Months. 

For 13 Da ys fucceffively before this, there 
bad fallen imtnoderate Rains, and the W ea
ther had been very ternpe11uous upon the 
Lake, which ftill continued, and had greatly 
retarded the W orks of the Garrifon, and in
creafed the N umber of the fick ; and the Al
bany Men and Indians (the latter of which 
could not be kept from returning Home, but 
prornifed to jo in Mr. Shirley in the Spring, 
with great N umbers) n1ade fuch flrong Re
prefentations concerning the Seafon's being 
too late, efpecially for the Men to go to Nia
gara "in frnall Albany Battoes ~ in which they 
could not poffibly keep Company with the 
Veffels, nor fecure their Ammunition and 
A rms from being wet, and ufelefs to them in 
cafe of a fudden Attack, that Mr. Shirley 
fou nd the re was a confiderable U neafinefs 
an1ong the Officers at his Intention to pro
ceed thither; and an A pprehenfion h1d like
wife prevailed among thern, from Intelligence 
received the Night before, that 'one of the 
French V dfels was feen in the Harbour of Ca
aaraqui, with its Sails bent, that Ofwego 
would be taken in his Ab fen ce: U pon this 
Mr. Shirley thought proper to convene a 
Cou neil of War, the Mem bers of w hi ch de
clan~ cl themfelves> for n1any Reafons afiïgn'd 

by 
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by them, to be unanimoujly and cie arly of Opi- 17 55· 
nion, that it \Vas mofi advifeable for him to ~ 
defer making any Atten1pt againft Niagara 
until the next Year, when he might take the 
Advantage of an earl y Campaign, and not only 
take, but hold Nt'agara, and leave Ofwego lcfs ex
pofed to the Enemy from Fort Frontenac; and 
that in the mean time, he 1hould employ his 
whole Strength in finilhing the Forts (one of 
which was not begun to be built) the Barracks, 
Hofpital, and other Works at Ofwego, as much 
as the Seafon of the Y ear would allow. 

The Confideration, which had the greateft 
W eight with Mr. Sht'rley for defifiing from 
the Profecution of an immediate Attempt 
againfi: Niagara, was, that nothing more could 
have been do ne that Y ear ( fuppofing he had 
got the Troops and Artillery fafe before it) than 
to difiodge the French and demolifh their 
W orks, as the State of his Provifions would 
not admit of his leaving a Garrifon there during 
the Winter for its defence ; fo that an effeél:ual 
Poffeffion of that Pafs could not have been 
taken that year ; whereas in the mean time, 
during the Abfence of the Veffels frotn Ojwego 
(ali which it \Vas indifpenfably neceffary for 
Mr. Shirley to have taken \Vith hirn upon his. 
Attempt againfi Niagara) it \vould have be en 
in the Power of the French to have tran!ported 
a Train of Artillery \Vithout Oppofition acrofs 
the Lake fi·om Fort Frontenac, and have land
ed thern either at the Place \vhere 1\tlr. ~1cnt
t:a!m aétually landed hù in 1 7 56, near Fort 

Ontarz·o, 
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1755. Ontario, and made themfelves Maft:ers of th~t 
'--v---1 Fort, efpecially as it was unfinilhed ; or near 

the oppofite Eminence behind the old Fort 
Ofwego, where the intended new Fort was 
not then begun to be built ; in either of which 
Cafes they might not only have made them ... 
felves Mafiers of Ofwego, but mufi: have eut 
offMr. Shz'rley's Return from Niagara; which 
would have been fatal likewife to the Troops 
\vith hitn. 

That it \Vas aétually the Scheme of the 
French to have attempted both, if Mr. Shirley 
bad proceeded to Niagara, mail: authentic 
Proof could be given, if it \'Vas proper to make 
it public. All thoughts of proceeding to Nia
gara th at Y ear being, according to the un ani .. 
mous Opinion of the Council, laid afide, Mr. 
Shirley employed the whole Strength of the 
\Vorkmen and Soldiers, all the time he fiayed 
afterwards at Ofwego, in carrying on the two 
new Forts and other W orks and Buildings 
there; an Account of which with Copies of 
the two Minutes of the Councils of War held 
the 1 8,th and 2 7th of September, containing the 
Reafons for not proceeding to Niagara, were. 
tranfmitted to England to be laid before hii 
Maje/ly. 

Concerning the before-mentioned tvvo new 
Forts it mufl: be obferved, that they were 
ereéted without any regular Engineer at the 
Difiance of 400 Miles fi·om any Englijh Settle
n1ent, where a fu~ther Supply of proper \Vork· 
tnen and Ma tenais for ftron cr Fortifications 

0 
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could be bad, and within 6 5 Days, the Sea- '755· 
fon in that Climate rendering it itnpraéticable ~ 
to work longer; that during half that time, 
they were retarded by bad Weather, in which 
the Men could not work, and when they 
could, part of the~r Labour was neceifarily em-
ployed in finiihing a V eifel then building for 
his Maje.fiy'i> Service, in order to preferve the 
Con1n1and of Lake Ontario, and a large Hof-
pital, and Barracks for Winter ~rters, to 
con tain upvrards of goo Men; the Timber for 
ail \vhich was to be eut from the Stem, and 
the Ground, on which the two Forts were 
building, to be cleared of the Trees and Un-. 
derwood, with which it was covered. 

In arder to expedite thefe W orks as much 
as poffible, before the Winter fet in, Mr. Shir
ley ftayed at Ofwego until the 23d of Oélober; 
beyond \Vhich time the great Variety of other 
Bufinefs of Importance in his Majefty's Ser
vice, devolved upon him after General Brad
dock's Death, and neceifary to be fettled and 
prepared for the enfuing Campaign, and which 
abfo1utely required his Prefence in the other 
Colonies, (particularly the Ma!fachufets Ba)') 
\Vould not permit him to remain there. 

Mr. Shirley, upon his going from Ofwego, 
left Orders with the Commanding Officer of 
the Garrifon to finilh the two Forts in his Ab ... 
fence, the former of which (Fort Ontario) 
\vas at that tin1e picketted round, its Barracks 
~·ithin a very few Days of being all finii11ed!l 
and was fo far compleated, as to receive it~ 

Garrifon 
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17 55· G arrifon, mou ut 8 of its Ca nt: on, and take in its 
~ Ordnance Stores; fo that 1t \Vas defenfible 

againfl: any N um.ber ~f M~n, th at the French 
cou ld bring agatnfl: 1t w1th Mufquetry and 
Cannon of 3 or 4 Pound Ball; and the latter, 
(Fort Ofwego) bad three of its Bafl:ions, and 
the two inter mediate Courtaines ( except the 
Parapet) finiilied, and the Bar racks raifed; 
the Direétions left concerning which were to 
compleat the Parapet, and inclofe the other 
two Sides with Pallifadoes only for that Win
ter; it being too late in the Seafon to think of 
finiiliing the Rempart and Ditch of the 
who le ; and to aHifl: the Comtnanding Of
ficer in furniiliing and firengthening thefe 
two Forts, and the other Works at Ofu·ego, 
Mr. Shz'rley fent two of his Majefl:y's Engineers 
as carly in the Spring, as he could. 

As thefe Forts were calculated to defend the 
Place only againft Attacks vvith Mufquetry 
or fma11 Cannon, Mr. Shirley, for fecuring it 
againfi heavy Artillery, which could be tranf
ported thither by Water-Carriage only, de
pended upon having a fuperior Naval Force 
on Lake Ontarz'o to that of the French ; being 
aiTured, that while his Majefi:y's Veffels kept 
the Corn rn and of the Lake, and the Officers 
\vere vigilant in their Duty, it would be im
praéticable for the French to attack Ofwego 
with a?y thing but Mufquetry, or even to 
c~rry w1th thetn a fufficient ~antity of Pro
vd1ons .to fupport them in Juch an Attempt: 
For th1s purpofe he determined to have as 

many 
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tnany more armed Ve!fels built at Ofwego as, I75LJ 
\Vith tho fe built before, would be a fuperior '--y- · 
Force to that of the French upon Lake Onta-
rio; and as the Albany Battoes, \vhich, before 
the Expedition aga· nit Niagara, bad been the 
only Boats made u[e of in the Navigation be-
tween Scheneelada and Ofwego, were, though 
well calculated for the Mohawks River and 
lf/ocd Creek, very un:fit for navigating the 
Lal-es, and keeping Company with Veffels in 
an Expedition upon them, Mr. Shirley refolved 
upon having 2 50 Whale-Boats capable of 
holding I 6 1\1en each, and of a built peculiarly 
adapted, on Account of their Swiftnefs and 
being able to live in a great S\vell, for the Ser-
vice upon the Lakes, built againft the next 
Spring. 

He had, in the preceding Surnmer, ordered 
a fewWhale-Boats of the ordinary Size, capa
ble of holding eight Men (Rowers arid Steerf
tnan included) to be built at Rhode Jjland, and 
tranfported to Oj~vego; but Cdptain Bradjtreet 
having made an Improvement upon them 
there, which rendered them much more fer
viceable upon the Lake, l\1r. Shirley detern1in
ed to have the 2 50 new on es built upon that 
Model; and as it was much doubted whether 
Boats of th at Size could be conduéted through 
the Rifts, Shoals, and Currents. with which 
the g .. eatefi: Part of the Rou · e fro;n Scbeneélada 
to Vj7.;;ego abounds, it was at firft propofed to · 
have them built at OJwego ; but as that \Vould 
have been mo!·e expenfive than building them 

G 
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17 55· at Scheneé!ada, and the tranfporting in them 
~the great ~~ntity of Provifions, they could 

contain, beiîdes the Men, from Scheneélada to 
Ojwego would be a further faving to the Crown, 
and Captain Brac!Jlreet undertook to pilot fuch 
a Boat between thofe two Places, Mr. Shz'rley 
determined to make his Paffage upon his Re
turn to Scheneélada in one of them, that it 
might be afcertained whether the Navigation 
of the Ri vers, and Wood Creek, through which 
the Paffage lay, for a Squadron of fuch Boat~ 
vvas praéticable or not. 

Befides the beforetnentioned Bufinefs, in 
which Mr. Shirley \Vas engaged during his 
:Hay at OfüJcgo, there was another very ma
terial Branch of Service, which employed 
rouch of his Time and Attention there ; viz. 
the cultiva•ing the beft Harn1ony and Friend
ihip, that was poffible, with the Chiefs of the 
Indians, and irnproving a good Corrcfpondence 
\Vith their Tribes in general. 

The Importance of this Service will appear 
from the following Confiderations, among 
others : The Country of the Fi ve Nations is 
the Barrier of the Brùijh Colonies againft the 
French and their Indians inhabiting the 1\Jorth 
Side of the great Lakes, and vvhilft they re
main firm in the Brùijh Intereft, they will not 
only be a Guard to them againfi the Incurfions 
of the Enemy, but the befi Body of Indian 
Auxiliaries upon the Continent for harraffing 
the French as high as Montreal itfelf, which 
they bad once ne ar deHroy' d with their own 
· Force: 
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Force: on the ether band, if the French fhould I755· 
become Mafiers of th at Country, thofe lndz'ans "-v--J 
mufi: of courfe be forc'd into their Interefi, and 
in fuch cafe would be a forn1idable Body of 
Warriors for breaking up the Englijh Back 
Settlements, efpecially thofe of New York and 
Pef!Jilvania: and this bas been fo much the 
public Sen fe of the Englijh Na ti on, and of the 
Dutch before them, ever fince the firfi Settle-
ment of New York, with which the Friend-
fhip of the Pive Nations comtnenc'd, that it 
bas ever been a fianding Maxitn of both States 
to keep thofe Indians in their Alliance : An 
high Proof of the national Sentiments of the 
Englijh Government upon this Matter is, that 
one of the great Objeéts of ~en Anne's Mi-
nifiers, at the Treaty of Utrecht, was to bring 
the French I{ing formally to declare in the 1 sth 
,Article of it, " th at the Pive Nations or Ca n-
" tons of Indians \vere fubjeét to the Dotni
" nion of Great Brùain :" and in the prefent 
W ar the Governmcnt ha th thought the Pre
fervation of the Friend{hip of thefe Indians of 
fo great Importance to the Nation, that the ut
rnoH. Care was taken by them for fecuring that 
great Point, and fpecial Infiruétions given for 
that Purpofe by his Maje/ly to the General and 
Commander in Chùj' of his Forces in North Amc
rictZ; which were not confined to thofe Na
tions, but extended to the cultivating an lnte
refl: and Friendfhip with the Southern Jndian s 
likewife. 

G 2 In 



[ 44 J 
1755. In confequence of the ~effages which ~r, 
~Shirley fent from the Carry1ng-place at Onezda 

to Four of the Fz·~Je Cantons or Nations of In
dians, inviting them to meet him a~ O]'rvego, fe
veral of the Sachems and W arnors of the 
Oneidas met him faon after his Arrivai there; 
as did, a fe\v Days after, almofi ali the Sa
chems, and fon1e of the Warriors of the Onon
dagos; likewife Deputies fron1 the Cayugas 
and Senecas ; and about the fame time he re
ceived a Me.iTage fron1 a Branch of the Qu .. 
taiaias.lndz.ans, who in habit ip the N eighbour .. 
hood of Lake Erie, and had P.een much con
cern' d in the Aétion at the Monongahela againfi: 
General Braddock, exprefi]ng their Difpofition 
to lay clown the Ha teh et, and obferve a N eu
trality for the future betyveen the Englijh and 
French: and as the inducing the Indians of the 
Fz've Nations to con fe nt to his Majefl:y's ereét
lng defenfible Forts near the ir refpeétive Caftles~ 
within the feveral ~rters of their Country, 
to be garrifon'd with Englijh Soldiers for the 
Proteétion of their Wives and Children in time 
of War againfi the French, would be the beft 
Means of fixing them in a firm Dependence 
upon the Crown of Great Britain, and fecuring 
their Country to be a Barrier to the Enrr/zjh ; 
and the opening a free Trade at 0/wegoè with 
the lndians inhabitinp· the North Side of the 

• 0 

Lake Ontarzo, and round Lake Erù, upon 
~ore advantageous Terms for them than the 
french couid afford ; and e.(tablifhing an an-
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nuai Meeting and Council between them) and 175~· 
the Indians of the Five Na ti ons would be the'- .., .. ~ 
mofi: effeétual Method of rec aiming thofejo-
rei'gn Indians from the Intereil: of the French, 
(at leaft to a State of N eutrality} and to refiore 
the lndians of the Pive Na ti ons to their ancient 
Authority and Influence over thofe Northern 
lndians ; Mr. Shirley propofed to the Indians 
of the Pive ~J" ations, \V hi ch met him at Of-
wego, to build them Forts near their feveral 
Caftles, to be garrifon'd with theKing'sTroops; 
~nd before he left Ofwego fent Metrages to 
the Mejfafagues, Chippowees, Otttaiwaias, and 
other Northern Nations, inviting them to meet 
him and their Brethren of the Five Na ti ons 
at Ofwego in the Spring following, there to 
confult in a general Council upon Meafures 
for fettling a mutual Friendfhip and Alliance, 
opening a free Trade and Con1merce between 
the Englijh arid Indians, eftablifhing a general 
Peace arriong all their Cafi:les, and putting an 
End to the defiruétive War, which the French 
were confiantly infl:igating them to engage in 
with the Englijh, and with each other. 

And for con1paffing thefe falutary Ends, h~ 
propofed to the Indians of the Five Nations 
then witb him_, that they fhould fend forne of 
their Sachems to meet him in the Spring at 
Ofwego, being the Center of their own Coun
try; to which it was more fit, that the other 
Nations fhould come to take Law from them, 
than that they fhould go out of their own 
Territories, t<;> me et tho fe Nations! 
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I755· The Refult of the Propofal to the Indz.ans 

"-'v--1 of the Five Nations for building them Forts 
was, that the Onondagos and Onez'das in a few 
Days defired Mr. Shz'rley to give Orders for 
building Forts at their Head Cafiles; the lat
ter giving him leave at the fame time to fortify 
the great Carrying-place on their Lands at 
Onez'da, as he fhould think proper, for fecuring 
Magazines of Stores and Provifions, and keep
ing open the Communication with Ofwego 
during the Expedition ; and though the De
puties of the Cayugas and Senecas bad not 
then Power from their Tribes to give a defini
tive Anf\ver, whilfi Mr. Shirley was at Ofwego; 
yet foon afterwards, following the E~ample 
of the Onondagos and Onezaas, they fent Mef
fages to Sir l/Vilüam John fon, wh en Mr. Shz'r
ley was at Bo/lon, defiring they might have 
Forts immediately built near their refpeétive 
Cailles, to be mounted w~th Cannon and gar
rifon'd \Vith Englijh Soldiers; as did likewife 
the 'Tujèacora Indians to him and Sir Wz'llùzm 
c;Johnfon, whilfi Mr. Sht'rley was at Albany, de
i1ring they might have Forts forthwith built; 
which Requeil: was likewife renewed there by 
the Onez'da and Onondago In di ans ; Mr. Shirley 
accordingly gave Orders to Sir ff'yilliam Johnfon 
to caufe Forts to be built for thetn according to 
a Plan which \Vas fettled by Mr. Montrefor the 
King's Chief Engineer, each Fort to be capable 
ofbeing defended by 40 Men> and of entertain
ing 120 upon anE1nergencylandas*SirWz'l. 

* Vi Je Aprendix, No. ~. 
liam 
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liam 'Johnfon inform'd Mr. Sbz'rley Direél:ions 1755. 
were given for building Forts for ali of them; "--r--1 
and fon1e were accordingly built. 

The Effeét of the Propo['ll to the Indians 
inhabiting the North Side of the Lake Onta
rz·o, and thofe of the Five Nations, to n1eet 
him at Ofwego in the enfuing Spring for the 
Purpofes beforemention'd was, that the lead
ing Caflles of the latter of thofe lndt.a1zs pro
mis'd Mr. Shirley to comply with it, and with 
regard to the Anfwer of the Northern Indians, 
Lieutenant Colonel Mercer, Commanding Of
ficer at Ofwego, in his Let ter of the 3oth of 
November I 7 55, to Mr. Alexander Secretary 
to Mr. Shz'rley, acquainted him, " that the 
" M~lfafagues and other neighbouring Na ti ons 
" of Indt'ans had gladlyaccepted of Mr. Shirley's 
" Invitation ; that, 'vas it not for the Dangers 
" on the Lake in the vVinter, they \VOuld have 
cc been at Ofivego bcfore that Tîtne, but that 
" they might be expeétcd early in the Spring; 
" that he gave Mr. Alexander that Informa
,, tion, that Mr. Shirley might be appris'd of 
" it, and either fend him [Lieutenant Colonel 
" Mercer] Infiruél:ions, or forne proper Fer
" fon to treat with them." And in his Letter 
to Mr . ... .11./exander of the I 1 th of December I 7 55 
he fays, " that he bad the Pleafure to acquaint 
'c him with the Succefs andR.eturn of Mr. Sbt·r
" ley's Meffenger to the Me!Jafagues, and other 
" foreign Na ti ons of Indians ; th at they bad 
" accepted of his Offers and Invitation; and 
" th at they would bç at Ofwego in great N um-

" ber~ 
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1 755• cc bers earl y in the Spring, being difgufred with 
~" the French for the little Care they took of 

" their Families in their Abfence, their Breach 
" of Promifes in regard to Prefents, and their 
" Want of Neceifaries to fupply their Wants; 
" that he was anxious, left we fhould not per
ce form the abfolute Promifes, he had tnade in 
" Mr. Shz"rley's N ame, of confiderable Pre
cc fents, and a large ~antity of Goods for 
" Trade, as their being difappointed might 
" be attended with bad Confeq uences; and 
" that he had direéted the CommifTary of the 
" Stores to tranfmit Mr. Alexander an Ac· 
cc count of the Indian Goods in his Poffef
" fion ; which was greatly ihort of the Occa
" fion, we might probably have to difpofe of 
'' them ; that he had fignified this to Mr. 
" Shirley, and doubted not of his taking care; 
" that a proper Supply iliould be fent." 

For carrying into Execution thefe Meafures, 
fo conducive not only to the attaching the 111 .. 
dt"ans of the Fz"ve Natz"ons to the Engfijh Inte
refi, as well as fecuring their Country to his 
Maje)ly, and making them dependent upon 
Great Britain, but for gaining over the We(lent 
.Jndians to our Alliance, Mr. Shz"rley afterwards 
in the Courfe of the Winter gave Sir William 
1ohnfon particular Orders in~..: every Article, 
and comtnitted to him (as it was properly 
within his Department) the Care of building 
Forts according to fuch Direétions, as !hould 
be given him for that Purpofe, the providing 
proper Pt:efents f~r the Indians at their pro~ 

pos'd 
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pos'd Meeting at Ofwego in the Spring (where 175~. 
Sir William Johnfon was likewife direéted to ~ 
be prefent) and furnilh'd him with the Sum 
of soool. which he acquainted Mr. Shirley 
he fhould want for defraying thofe and 
other incident Expences; and he accord-
ingly promis'd Mr. Shirley in feveral Let-
ters to take the Care of thefe Services upon 
hi m. 

In his Letters to Mr. Shz"rley of the 8th of 
Marchand 22d of April I 7 s6, he writes th us; 
in the former of them he fays, " N othing can 
" be more pleafing to the Six Nations and 
cr their Allies than the Promife made them 
" concerning the Article of Trade ; and I 
~' think nothing can deferve our Attention 
" more than that and fortifying their Coun
'' tries and garrifonin g them ; for 1 am con
" vine' d, were the fe two Articles fettled to 
cc their Mind, every thing elfe would go on 
" fuccefsfully; wherefore 1 doubt not your 
cc Excellency will contribute ali in your Power 
" towards accom pli!hin g tho fe two grand 
" Points." And in the latter he fays, '' By 
" the Copy of my Proceedings at the late 
" Meeting, your Excellency may have ob
" ferv' d that agreeable to y our L'!flruélions, I 
" promis'd that Goods lhould be plenty and 
" cheap this Y ear at Ofwego, in arder to en
" courage the Weflenz Indians to come there ; 
'' the .lndians [·riz. of the Six Nations) diièo
'' ver'd the utmofi Satisfaétion on hearing 
" this, and faid, no Method could be fo effec-

~I '~ tua~ 



[ so ] 
1755. " tual to crain over the Wejlern Indians to our 
~ '' Allianc:; they will depend ~pon t~is Pro ... 

" mife being fulfill'd, and a Difappointment 
" will be of very bad Confequence; I hope 
" therefore your Excellency will bear this 
tc Matter in mind, and fall on Meafures to 
'' fulfil our Engagements herein." And in 
his Letter of April 9th 17 56, he writes th us, 
" As it is fo difficult to get Men here to build 
" Forts for the Six Nations, who are very 
" prefiing for thern, I think it would be beft 
" to have Men from fon1e other Government 
" to work at them, otherwife they will not 
" be finifued in time ; and until they have 
" Forts garrifoned in their Countries it cannat 
'' be expeél:ed, they will join us with ali their 
" Force, as I am convinced they then would; 
cc the ir allo win g Forts in the ir Country is a 
" ftrong Indication of their Intentions to a bide 
" by us." And in his Letter of the 8th of 
Jvfarch I 7 56, fpeaking of building and garri
foning Forts for the Indians of the Six Na
tions in their Country, he fays, " As this is 
" one of the tnofi: effeétual Steps, which can be 
" taken to fee ure them [the Indians] in the 
" Brit~fh Interefi, and ~That the French have 
" be en long endea vouring at, 1 believe y our 
" Excellency will think with me, that they 
" ihould be immediately gratified therein." 

!11 anfwer to that part of Mr. Shz'rley's In .. 
fl:ru ~\ons to Sir Jf/illiam Jchn{on, which di
reéted him to proceed in the Spring to Ofwe
goJ. and engage as many Indz'ans of the Six 

Nations 
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Nations as he could, (3oo at leall:) to be ready 1755. 
there to go upon any Servjce, Mr. Shz'rlc)''-v---1~ 
ihould order them, againfr the French Settle-
ments upon the Lakes ; as alfo to procure 1 oo 
of them to affift in an Expedition againfr 
Crown Point; Sir William Johnfon aifured 
him, that he would accordingly proceed to 
Ofwego; and took upon him the Care of pur-
chafing the neceffary Prefents for that Occa-
fion ; acq uainted him in his Letter dated May 
I2th I7 s6, that he had apprifed the Indians 
of it at a general Conference at Fort Johnjon; 
and in another of his Letters, that he flattered 
himfelf he fhould be able to engage at the 
Meeting at Ofwego the N umber of Indz'ans, 
which Mr. Shirley mentioned to him for the 
Service upon the Lakes ; and in his Letter of 
the 22d of .April, that he would ufe his befl: 
Endeavours to engage I oo of them for the 
Expedition againfi: Crown Point : And as Sir 
William Johnfon, in his Letter dated March 
8th 17 56, acquainted Mr. Shirley, cc th at in 
'' order to enable hitn to purchafe the Prefents 
" for the Meeting at Ofwego, build the feveral 
" Forts, arm, cloath, and provide the In
cc dians, which might join him, it would re
" quire a confiderable Sum of Money, at leaft 
cc as muchas he had before, whi<.;h \VaS 5000/. 
'' Sterling;, Mr. Shirley immediltely fup
plied him with that Sum 'by a Warrant upon 
the Deputy P ay-ma)ler General; and the 
Priees, at which the Indians were to have 
Goods at Ofwego in Exchange for their Furrs, 

li 2 and 
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11 ~)· and the Regulations of the Trade there, were 
~ fettled by Mr. Shz'rley in con~ert with Sir 

JVilHam Johnfon; {o that all th1ngs neceffary 
for carry in a into Execution every Part of the 
Schen1e f~r promoting his Majefty's Service 
bath among the Indians of the Fi~e Nations 
and thofe inhabiting on the other Side of the 
Lakes were provided for as far, as it was in Mr. 
Shz'rley's Power to doit. 

Qél:. 24. Mr. Shz'rley fet out from Ofwego for Albany 
in a Whale-Boat attended with forne Battoes, 
to be ready at band, in cafe making the whole 
Paifage in it ihould be found impraét:icable, 
and arrived on the 27th at the Oneida Car
rying-place ; vvhere a Deputation from the 
Jndians of that Cafl:le met him, and he fiayed 
one Day to fettle forne Matters with them ; 
particularly the building of two Forts upon 
the Carrying-place there, and to give Di
reétions for the ereél:ing of them, and on the 
29th fet out for the German Flatts, where 
arriving that Night he went from thence the 
next Morning and reached Conajohara by 
Night ; from vvbence he fet out the Day fol
lowing, after having in his Paifage fent the 
lvfohawk Indz'ans of the Conajohara Caftle a 
1\t1e1fage, acquainting them with his Return, 
and defiring them to meet him at the lower 
1V!ohawks Cafile at Fort Hunter, and having 
a Conference with the Indians there (in which 
they made him the firongeft Promifes to at
tend him the next Sprin a- at Ofwego) he ar
rived late at Night at Fort Johnfon; and from 

· thence 
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thence the Day "following at Scheneélada after 1755. 
a very fatiguing Paifage of nine Days from~ 
Ofwego, and not without very imminent Dan-
ger fi-om the Experiment he made in the 
Whale-Boat, as it went up a very difficult Fall 
in the Oneida River. 

He arrived at Albany, where he was de-Nov. 4· 
- tained un til the 2 9th of th at Mon th in fettling 
the Winter ~arters and other Affairs of his 

· Majefiy's 44th and 48th Regiments then 
upon the Spot, and feveral weighty Matters 
relative to his Majefty's Service under his 
Command, neceifary to be tranfaéted there; 
particularly the fixing the , Garrifons of Forts 
Edward and William Henry for the Winter, 
in concert with the Governor of New York, 
and Cotnmiffioners from the other Govern
ments ; and making Preparations for a Win
ter's Expedition againft 'Iionderoge and Crown 
Point, which the Want of fufficient lee oc
cafioned by the mildnefs of the Seafon in the 
Mon th, when it tnufi: have been made, would 
not admit of being carried into Execution. 

He embarked for New York, where he ar-Nov. 29• 
rived the zd of December, having, before he 
left Albany, wrote circular Letters to the 
feveral Governors upon the Continent as far 
W efiward as J7irginia, {ummoning them to 
rneet him there, in order to form a Council 
of War, confifting (purfuant to one of his Ma-
jeft's Inftruélions to him) of fu ch of the Go-
vern ors upon the Continent, and Field Officer~ 
of his Majefty's Troops, as could attend it. 

The 
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1755. The Council tnet, at ~hicb were prèfent 
~the General, who was alfo Govcrnor of th! 

cc. 
12

• Majfachufets Bay, the Governors of Ne'w York, 

Maryland, Per!}ilvania and Conneélicut, and 
aU the Fùld Ojjicers, that were not neceffarily 

abfent upon Duty with their refpeétive Corps, 
either in Nova Scotia, at Ofwego, Scheneélada, 
or Albany ; the Governors of V·irginia, New 
Jerfeys, Rhode Jjland, and New Hampjhire be. 

ing inevitably hindred on feveral accounts from 

being prefent at it. 
At this Time the on1y praéticable Entrance, 

which the French had into the Lake Ontario 
was through the River Iroquois ( called by them 

a Bran ch of the River St. Lawrence) within a 
few Miles di:ll:ance of Fort Frontenac, which is 
:fituated on the North Eafl: Edge of that Lake, 

at about 55 Miles difiance from, and nearly 

oppofite to Ofwego ; and whilfl: the French 
were in Poffeffion of that Fort and the Har

bour there with a free Paffage into the Lake 

through the River Iroquois, together with 
their Harbour at 7' ronto, they had it in theîr 

Power to build V effels of a larger Size upon 
the Lake than could be built in the Har

bour of Ofwego, which would not only greatly 

annoy any Fort, that fhould be ereél:ed by his 

Majefiy at the North Eafl: End of the Pafs at 

Niagara, but endanger the lofs of Ofwego 
itfelf, unlefs his Majefiy iliould have at leaft 

an equal naval Force to that of the French up .. 
on the Lake. 

Frmn 
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From lhe betF Information, -Mr. Shirley •755· 

could procure, the French Farts and Settle- '--v'--1 
ments at Niagara ~ upon Lake Erie, and the 
Ohio, and even as far as Mijjilimackinac upon 
Lake Huron were almoft wholly fupported 
with Stores and Provifions from Montreal 
chiefly by Water Carnage through the River 
Iroquois, and acrofs the Lake Ontario. 

As it therefore appeared to Mr. Shirley, that 
by diflodging the French from Fort Frontenac, 
and their fmall Fort at Tronto, and barri g up 
their Entrance into the Lake Ontario through 
the River Iroquois would eut off ali their Forts 
and Settlements upon that and the other Lakes, 
and the River Ohio fi-om receiving any Support 
from Canada, without w hi ch, they could not 
poffibly long fubfift; and at the fame time 

r10 mofi effeétually fecure Ofwego from the At ... 
tempts of the French ; he propofed to the 
Council, for the ir Opinion and Ad vice, the 
following Plan of Operations for the enfuing 

[ Y ear ; ~Jiz. 

The building more Veffels, and of a Iarger 
Force upon the Lake Ontario; the carrying on 
two Expeditions, one againfi: the French Set
tlements on that Lake with sooo Troops, and 
another at the fame Time againfl: Crown Point 
with 6ooo ; the Operations in the former to 

'. begin with an Attempt againfi: the Forts Fron-
1,. tenac, and La Ga/lette, \lvhich laft is fituate 
, up the River Iroquois; and the more effetl:ually 

to divide the Force of Cantida, that at tbe 
fame Tin1e an Attempt ihould be ;nade againft 

Fort 
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1755. Fort Duquefne by Land from Wills's Creek by 
~the Weftern Colonies ; which would likewife 

probably hinder great Part at leafr of the 

Southern Indians in the French Interefr from 

oppofing our Operations to the N orthward; 

and that a Body of 2000 Troops, after break

ing up the French Settlements upon the Chau

diere, lbould make a Feint at the Mouth of 

that River, which is nearly oppofite to ~ebec, 

in order to alarm the French in that ~rter. 

The Council declared their Opinion in fa. 

vour of thefe feveral Operations ; in particular 

that it was mofr e.ffentially neceffary, at all 
Events, to fecure the Navigation of the Lake 
Ontario; but they were of Opinion that 6ooo 

Troops !hould be employed in the Expedi

tion againft the French Forts upon that Lake, 
and 1 o,oc;>o in th at a gain ft Crown Poz'nt; and 

as to the propofed Attempt againft Fort Du
quefne, and Operations upon the River Chau

diere, they were of Opinion, they lhould be 

carried into Execution, provided it could be 

clone without int~rfering \Vith the two prin

cipal Expeditions: And after giving their Opi

nion upon the Points propofed to them by 
Mr. Shirley, they declared it to be the ir una

nimous Opinion, that, confidering the feveral 

Services to be carried on in North America, 

an additional N umber of R egular Troops to 

thofe, his Majejly then had upon that Con

tinent, would be nt;ceff'ary for effeétually re

cuveritlg and fecur'ng his ju!l: Rights there. 

The 
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The Refult of this Council was, that Mr. 1755· 

Shirley, as he had received Intelligence that ~ 
the French were building Veffels of Force at 
Frontenac, ordered a Snow of 1 8 Carriage-
Guns fix Pounders, and 20 Swivels; a Bri-
gantine of 14 Carriage-Guns and 12 Swivels, 
and a Sloop of 6 Carriage-Guns, to be built 
as foon as poffible at Ofwego; and deterrnined 
to makc Preparations for carrying into Exe ... 
cutiot the before-rnentioned Plan of Opera-
ions in the enfuing Y ear, as far as the Forces, 

he f1 ould theo ha\;e \Vould permit him. 
Mr. Shirle;· tranfrnitte~ to his Maje/ly's Mi.-Dec. HJ~ 

nifiers Copies of the Minute of the before
rnentioned Council, together with an Account 
of his whole Proceedings to that time; and 
in ... L\..nf\ver thereto had the Honour to receive· 
a Letter from one of his Majejly' s principal 
Secrctaries of State, acquainting him, •[hat 
tbey bad been laid bejore hz"s Majejly; and that 
tbe new Difpoftt'on, wbhh his lrfajejly had 
tloztght proper to mûke of the Command of 
his 17orces in Nor th Arnerica, 1-oas not 
orwiJJg to any Dijfatz'sfaélion with Mr. Shirley's 
SernJices, but that on the contrary it 1vas his 
Maje; .. y's Intentivn to give hz'm a jurther Mark 
of his Royal F'avour therein o..prejfed. 

lt n1uft be obferved here, that the State of 
his Majefl:y's Troops in North America, exclu
Eve of thofe pofied in Nova Scott'a, f:\lew
foundland, South Caro/ina, and the Babama 
Ijlands, none of which could be fpared from 
the Defence of thofc Parts, \\'as at this titne 

as 
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17 55· as follows : The 44th and 48th Regiments; 
~ 'pofi:ed at Albany and Scheneélada confifred of 

about soo each, the soth of about 6oo, and 
the 5 rfi about 400, the four New York Inde
pendent Companies of about r8 o, and about 
8o of the Royal Artillery, making in the 
whole a Body of about 2200 Men ; of which 
there were not above 6oo, exclufive of the 
8o of the Royal Artillery, which bad been 
two Years in the Service; and the whole, 
when compleated to the Eftablifhn1ent of each 
Corps, would have made up a Body of Men 
not exceeding 4400. 

A few Da ys after the· Council of W ar was 
.:finilhed, Mr. Shirley convened the Governors 
then prefent at New York, to confult about 
the N umber of Provincial Troops, neceffary 
to be raifed for effetting the Servjces, which 
bad been there determined upon, and what 
Proportions of them it fhould be recommend
ed to each Colony to raife ; and as it was ap
prehended, that fuch an additional N umber of 
R.egulars as would compleat the 6ooo recom
mended to Mr. Shirley by the Council, to be 
etnploy'd in the Operations upon Lake On
tario, might probably be fent from Europe 
(as in faét Otway's and an Highland Regiment 
were, tnaking in the whole 900 Men, and 
which were landed at Albany by the 27th of 
June I 7 56, and ethers ordered foon to fol
law) they determined, th at the Colonies of 
MaJ!ackuJèts Bay, New Hamp/hire, Rhode Jjland, 
Conneéftcut, New rork, Penjilvania, Maryland, 

and 
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and Virginia ought to raife Io,ooo Men for I7$5· . 
the Expedition againfi: Crown Point, in the~ 
Proportions which bad been fettled at Albany 
by the Commiffioners, who met there from· 
the feveral Governments in 16 54; according ' 
to which their refpeétive ~tas of th at N um-
ber, with a fmall Exceeding of 2 50 Men, 
were fettled as follows; ~iz. 

Vt'rginia 
Maryland 
P enjilvania 

New Jerfcys 
New York 
Conneélt'cut 
Rhode Ijland 
Ma.J!achufets Bay 
New Hampjbire 

1000 

1500 

75° 
1000 

1500 

soo 
1750 

soo 
6ooo 

10,250 

Thefe Q.1ota's it was agreed, that the Go
vernors then prefent lhould each of them up
on their Return to their Governments, re
commend to their refpeétive Affemblies, to 
furniili, as early in the Spring as poffible; 
and Mr. Shirley was defired to recommend it 
to the abfent Governors of the Colonies con
cern'd, to do the fame. 

In anfwer to Mr. Shù·/ey' Lctter upon this 
Occafion to the Governor of New Jer}t)'S, 
he was alfured, that that Government would 

I 2 continue 

, 
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1756. cootipue to maintain their Regiment of 500 

~Men, which bad been employed in the Expe
dition againft Nt'agara the Year before; and 
as foon as they could f pare 2 50 Men out of 
the Troops, they were obliged to keep up for 
the immediate Defence of their Fïontiers> in
creafe it to the full Number of the ~ta 
allotted them for his Majefiy's Service, to be 
employed as the King' s General ihould think 

:fit. 
The Governors of Pen(:lvania, Mar)'land, 

and Virgùtia in the ir firfr Anf wers gave Mr. 
Shirley Hopes, that the PronJiJzces under their 
feveral Cotnmands \voulJ. contribute Part at 
leafi, if not the whole, of their refpeétive 
Q.uota's, either in Men or Money, towards 
carrying on the Expedition againfr Crown 
Poz'nt ; but he afterwards received Letters 
from them, by \vhich he found he could have 
no Dependance upon any of thofe Govern
tnents for the leafi: Affiftance in an Expedition 
to the North-ward; nor could they, as their 
refpeétive Governors affured Mr. Sbirle)', be 
induced to cany on the propofed Expedition 
with 3000 l\'1en upon thcir own Frontier 
again!l: Fort Dz:quefne; in Expeéla ion of their 
doing \vhich Mr. Sbirl~y had appointed 01

' Go~ 
'Uernor Sharpe to the chief Con1n1and of it. 

The (Œota's of the three lafi: mentioned 
Colonùs towards compleatinP" the I o,ooo Men 
to be raifed for the Expedi~ion againit Cro~um 

*· Governor of Mmy!and. 
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Point amounted to 42 50, and their Failure to 1756. 
raife any Part of them reduced Mr. Shirley's ~ 
Dependence upon the Colonies for aifembling 
a fufficient Force to carry it on, to the four 
Governments of f\lew England and Province of 
Néw York, but chie fly the former. 

This threw no fmall Difficulty upon his Ma-
je/ly's Service; the New Engl-and Governments 
had fupported the whole Burthen of the laft 
Year's Expedition, except that Part, which 
the Provinces of New York and Pe7!filvania 
had fuil:ained, and which was but fmall in Pro
portion to the ir s. In order to raife the N um
ber of Troops, which was determined to be 
employed in the Reduétion of Crown Point, it 
was neceffary that the five firil: -mentioned Co
lonz'es !hould furni!h almoft double the N um
ber of Men, which was fettled to be their juft 
Proportion; and it was a difficulfTafk to prefs 
this upon them, n1erely becaufe the other Co
lonies eqnally populous and intereil:ed in the 
Event of this Expedition, and of greater Abi
lities th an themfel v es, at leaft th at the Colo
nùs of New England, refufed to contribute 
the leafl: Aid of either Men or Money towards 
it. 

To in crea fe the Difficulty, thefe Circum~ 
Hances concurr'd. 

-ïhe Refolutions of the Colonies of Con?u1 -

élicut, Rhode Ij!and and New Hampjht.re, with 
. regard to rai fin g Men for the Profecution of 
this Expedition, depended on thofe of the 

· · · Mar 
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1156. Ma.J!achufets Bay; which is generally the lead .. 

t--v--Jing Government in New England. ~ 
The exhaufted Circumfiances of this Pro ... 

vince in particular, which bad been at a very 
confiderable Expence in the Year 17 54 on 
Account of the Expedition, it bad carried on 
folely at its own Charge, upon the River Ken
nebeck, and was in Arrear 1 5,ooo/. to the Of
ficers and Soldiers, it bad employed in that of 
the laft Ye:u againft Crown Point; the large 
N umber of Men, which bad be en raifed for 
the Reduél:ion of th at F ortrefs by the fe veral 
Governments concerned in it, and the little 
that had been clone towards effeél:ing it, during 
the wh ole Campaign, had occafioned a Diifatis
faétion throughout the Mqlfachufets Govern
ment; as the laft menticned Circumfi:ance 
bad likewife do ne within the Colonies of' CoJZ-
1leélz"cut and N~w Hampjhire ; however they 
fiill retained a general Spirit for accomplifhing 
the Reduélion of the French Forts in that~ar
ter, but pleaded their Inability to raife lV1oney 
to defray the Charges of another Expedition 
this Year; unlefs they were atflfi:ed in diî
charging the Debt, they had contraéted in the 
lafi, and endeavoured, particularly the Maf 

Jàchufets Bay, to avail themfelves of Sir 'Thomas 
Robinfon's circular Letter to the Governors of 
North America dated the 19th of June I 7 55 ; 
whereby they were forbid by the Lords Juf
tices " to draw Bills upon the Pay-mafier 
q General, or his Deputy, or upon any other 

" Perfon 
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"Perfon for the Difcharge of fuch Expences, I7s6· 
cc as bad been or might be incurred on Ac- '--v--1 
cc count of the Services or Operations to be per-
" formed by them, or in an y refpeé.t un der 
c' their Direél:ion in North America ; and were 
" direéted upon ail fuch Occafions to apply for 
" fuch Sums of Money, as fhould fo become 
'' neceifary, and were not properly chargeable 
" to the Account of their refpeétive Govern
cc ment3, to the Commander in Chief of his 
" Majrfty's Forces for the time being in North 
" America." 

This Letter they confrrued to be a Power 
at leaft (if not a Direél:ion) given to the Com
mander in Chief of his Majefly's Forces to 
fupply the feveral Governments with Money 
to difcharge ali the Expences, they bad been 
at, the Year before in the Expedition againfi: 
Crown Point; which they infill:ed 'vas ex
prefsly gi ven in Charge to Mr. Brad dock as 
part of-the general Expedition fet on foot by 
the Crown in North America, and as n1uch in
tended to be carried on at the Kz'ng' s Expence, 

' as the particular Expeditions againll: the French 
Settlements on the Ohz'o, and at Niagara ; for 
defraying the Charges of both which it was 
known the King's General had dra\vn 'Var
rants upon the Deputy Pay-ma!l:ers in Ame

.. rica ; and great Part of the Majfachzifèts 4/
) fembly was fo firongly perfuaded from the 

before-mentioned Letter, that Mr. Shirley had 
forne Direél:ion, or at leafi Power given him 
to reimburfe the Colonies concerned in the 

Expedition 
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i756. Expedition againft Crown Point _for their paà: 

~ Expences in it, that he fou nd 1t necelfary to 

make an explicit Declaration, that he bad 

not; and took occafion to obferve to them 

with regard to the general Power, which they 

conceived was implz'ed in Sir 'Ihomas Robinfon's 

Letter for that purpofe, that it was confined 

to fuch Expences, as were not properly charge

able to the Account of the Governments ùz the 

Colonies ; but that, as the Expedition againfr 

Crown Point \Vas at firft concerted, and wholly 

undertaken by the C()lonies concerned, at their 

own Expence, the ~ta's of which they 

bad fettled among themfelves, and made 

Provifion by Aéts of Aifembly for defray

ing them; and ail this was clone withouf 

any previous Orders or Privity of the 

Crown, \ though the Expedition afterwards 

received General Braddock's Approbation 

at Alcxandria) the re \Vas no Col our to 

fay that the Expences of it, were not proper& 

chargeable to the Account of the Govenzmmts; 

rœhicb had_(et it on foot . 
This Point was got over; but the great Ob

fiacle of the Government of the M(!.ffachufits 

Bay, which exified likevvife in a lefs Degree in 

thoiè of Conneélicut and New Hampjbire, ftill 

remai·ned ; their lnability to raife immediate 

· Supplies for difcharging the Arrears of Pay 

due to its Officers and Soldiers for the lafl: 

·y e~r's Service ; without doing wbich it was in 

~·ain for the Majfachufets Bay at leafi, where ail 

Paper Currency vas abolilhed> to attempt rai-
fing 
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fmg any confiderable N umber of Troops in 1756 . 
• c h. y 'c . ~ t1me 10r t 1s ear s arnpa1gn. 

For opening a W a y to extricate thofe Co
lonies out of this Difficulty, Sir 'Thomas Robin-
Jon's Letter of the I 1th of November 1755 to 
the feveral Governors of New England moft 
opportunely arriv'd; in this Letter was figni
fy'd to thern his Majejly's Royal Approbation 
of the Zeal and Spirit, which thofe Govern
menLS had manifeited.Jin his Service by fend
ing Reinforcements to General Johnjon; and 
that his Maj-:::fiy would " recommend to his 
" Parliament to grant them fuch Affiil:ance in 
" Confideration of the Charges they had born, 
" as their Circumfiances ihould require, and 
" would enable them vigoroufly to purfue the 
" great and necetfary W ork, which had been 
" fo chearfully undertaken." 

This Mark of his Majejly's Faveur gave a 
new Spring to their Proceedings ; yet it did 
not remove the grand Difficulty; they were 
fl:ill at a lofs to find out Ways and Means for 
raifing a rea dy Sum of Money ; the Arrivai of 
the I 1 s,oool. Sterling, aftcrwards granted by 
Parliament, would have been too late to have . 
anfwered the Exigencies of his lvfajejly's Ser
vice this Y ear, if they had ftayed for that; in 
the tnean time, though the Royal Declaration 
was looked on by the feveral Govern:nents, as 
a fuffici~nt Security for fuch Su ms of Money, 
as were wanted, yet it was not fuch an one, as 
the Merchants \;vould advance thern upon, at 
leail: without a very Jarp:e Difcount. 

K 11 
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1756. It was propofed therefore to Mr. Shirley to 
~ lend the Governn1ent of the Majfachufets Bay 

fuch a Sum out of the Contingent Money un
der his Direé!ion, as could be fpared from the 
other Parts of his Majefly' s Service, and would 
ena ble them to rai fe fuch a N umber of Men 
for their ~ota this Y ear, as n1ight be fuit
able to the Exigency of the Service, and fet 
the other Colo-nies a proper Example. 

Conne élie ut, next to the Majfachufets Bay, 
with reg~rd to the N umber of its In habitants, 
is the moft refpeél:able of the New England 
Colonies, and had ev er maintained a clofe Con
neélion with that Government upon all Occa
fi.ons for the· Service of the corn mon Caufe ; 
as it did partkularly at this J unéture ; upon 
which * Go'"ùeruor Fitch, foon after Mr. Shz'r-
ley's Return to Boflon, fent Commiffioners to 
advife witb. him upon the Part, which that 
Govern1nent iliould take in the Expedi
tion. 

This Colon y was (as is bef ore obferved) in 
forne Degree under the fame Difficulty with, 
the J.lrfcz/Jàchufets Government jn refpeét to the 
raifing immediate Supplies of Money for this 
Year's Service; and Governor Fitch in his pub .. 
lie Infi:ruétions to his Commiifioners diretted 
them to make Application, on the Part of the 
Colony, to Mr. Shirley, to affifi: then1 with ~ 
Sum of Money, which he bad likewife urged 
much in his Letter to him, as neceifary to en
able him to raife fuch a Quota of Men, in 

ti me 
*- Governor of Connellù-ut. 
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time for the enfuing Campaign, as his lvfa- 1756. 
jejly's Service demanded. '- v ..J 

Mr. Shirley finding, that if he would corn
ply with the Requeil: of both Governments .. 
he might fecure a Vote of the Maffachufets 
Ajfembly for rai fin g 3 ooo Men at leaft, and of 
Conneélicut Governn1ent for raifing zooo; th at 
on the other hand, if he refufed, not only 
the N umber raifed for the Expedition againft 
Crown Point would faU extremely fhort of 
their defigned Complement, but this Y ear's 
Preparations be too late for the Service ; and 
that in cafe the Money, which !hould be 
granted by Parliament to the Colonùs arrived 
in Amerz'ca this Sun1mer (as the re feen1ed 
room to hope) fuch a Loan n1ight be made 
out of the Contùzgent Money, without the 
leafi: Inconvenience to the Governtnent at 
Home, or interfering with the ether Parts of 
his Majefty's Service in Amerz'ca, judged his 
Compliance with their Defire to be the mofr 
effeétual, and indeed the only Means for tnak
ing the Grant of the Parliament anfwer his 
Maje/ly's Intention in recommending it ; 
which was " to enable the New England Co
" lonies vigoroufly to profecute the Expedi
ee tion thù Year," as \vell as to reward the1n 
for their Services in the lafl; and he there
upon made the Majfachufets Govenzment a 
Loan of 3 o,ooo 1. Sterling, and Conneélicut of 
I o,ooo l. to be repaid out of their refpeétive 
Shares of fuch Monies, as thould be granted 
the Colonies by Parliament, upon its Arriva! 

K 2 lU 
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1756. in America; and in cafe of its Failing to 

\.--v--1 arrive by a Day prefix' cl, the Rcpayment was 
fecured by Taxes upon the Inha.bitants : And 
the * Gcvernor of Ne1.v Hampjhzre, who had 
likewife fent a Commiffioner to Bcflon to con
fult \Vith l\1r. Sbz.rley upon the Share, which 
the Provz·nce under his Govcrnment was ex
peéted to take of the Expeditwn, affured him, 
he {hould be under an utter Incapacity to fend 
any confiderable N un1ber of Troops from 
thence, in time for the Kz.ng's Service this 
Campaign, without being affifi:ed with a Sum 
of Money; whereupon Mr. Shirley lent that 
Governmetnt 3 ooo /. Sterling upon the fame 
'fern1s. 

The EffeB: of thefe Loans was, that the 
Mt![àchufets Bay f1nally voted 3 soo Men, Of
fi cers included ; which was double the Num
ber fettled to be their Proportion at the Meet
ing of the Governors at New York; ConnecHcut 
2 soo. which Vlas two thirds n1ore th an what 
their Quota was fet at ; and the Province of 
Neu) Hampjhire soo IVIen, amounting in the 
'\i\7hole for thofe three Governments to 6 soo; 
the Government of Rbode Ijland voted about 
the fame time 500 Men as their ~ta; and 
New 1/'ork, which had before voted no more 
than I ooo, was induced by this Example to 
augment them to 17 I 5, of w hi ch I 3 1 5 were 
defiined by their Aét of Ajfembly immediately 
againft Crcwn Poz.nt, and the other 400 for 
the fame Service, as foon as the Proteétion of 

* Governor lf?tntwçrth. 
the ir 
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their own Frontier againft the Indt'ans, and 17,56. 
an Engagement, which they bad entered into ~ 
with the Government of Penjiivania for carry-
ing on an Expedition would admit of it ; ali 
which amounted in the whole to 8715. 

By this means tt'mely Preparations were 
made by the Colonies concerned for carrying 
on an Expedition to effeél: againft Crown Pot'nt 
this Year, and fuch a Body of Provincial 
Troops fit for Duty fecured, as would, ac
cording to all Appearance, if they had not 
been retarded by Circumfiances, which hap
pened after Mr. Shirley's Command expired~ 
have marched towards Tt'onderoge by t!te latter 
End of July, or foon after, and when fup- . 
ported by fuch a Body of Regular Troops, as 
might have been fpared for that Service, been 
a ji(fficient Force for the Reduétion of Crow1z 
Point at th at time : Whereas if Mr. Shirley 
bad not entered into this Meafure, there }Vould 
have been a very inconfiderable Provincial 
A rmy for his Majefiy's Service in the Fielcl 
that Summer; which mufi have expofed great 
Part of the Province of Nerzv York (at leafi: the 
whole County of Albany) to have been over
run by the En emy : The J ufi:nefs of this Ob
fervation feems fully evinced by the Lofs fuf
tained this Y ear of Fort WilHam Henry, which 
was owing (if the Accounts tranfmitted of it 
from Ame n'ca may be credited) to the Want 
of a fufficient Number of Troops being em
ployed for the Proteétion of it ; and would, in 
all Probability, have been prevented if the 

fame 
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1756. fame Number of Provincial Troops bad been 

f.-v--1 raifed this Year within the four Colonies of 
New England, as were raifed in them in 

17 s6. 
Another Circutnfiance, which made it more 

difficult for Mr. Shirley to induce the Colonies 
to raife the N umber of Troops, which his 
Majeil:y's Service req uired in I 7 s6, than it 
was to raife the fame N umber in the jitcceed .. 
ing Y ear, was this ; M-r..._ Shirley did not know, 
at the irne of their being raifed, that thty 
would be found with Provifions and Military 
Stores out of his Majejly's Magazines (though 
that had been ordered by the Government in 
England) but was under the Neceffity of pro
curing them to be raifed upon the Terms of 
being furni!hed with thofe Articles at the 
Charge of the feveral Colonies, whereas the 
Provincial Troops, which were demanded of 
the Colonies in the prefent Y ear, were raifed 
upon the Encouragen1ent of having their Pro
vifions and Military Stores provided for them 
at the Expence of the Crown; which made it 
tnore praélicable to procure a proper N umber 
for his Majefl:y's Service then, than it was in 
the Year preceding. -

It is proper here to obferve, that upon the 
Arrivai at New York of the II 5 ,ooo 1. granted 
by Parliame1Zt upon his Majefiy's Recommen
dation, to the Colonies, which was on the 28th 
of Augt!ft, Mr. Shz'rley took ca re to have the 
43,ooo 1. lent by him to the Colonies of the 
Majfachu.fe:s Ba)', Conneélicut, and New Hamp~ 

foire 
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foire out of the Contingent Money, replaced in 1756. 
the King's Dep LY Pay-mafier General's Rands~ 
out of their refpeétive Shares in the Parliamen-
tary Grant before he left Bojlon. * 

Among the Difficulties under which his 
M~::fly's Service in the Expedition againft 
Niagara la bou red in the preceding Y ear, the 
Impraélicability of tranfporting the neceifary 
Supplies of Provifions for it in time to Ofwego 
was not the leafr; this bad been owing partly 
to the Seafon's being too far advanced before 
that Expedition was concluded upon, partly 
to a difficult Navigation of 240 Miles ; but 
principally to the Want of a fufficient N um-
ber of Albany and other Battoe-tnen to be 
found within the Province of New York, who 
were then the only Carriers employed in the 
'Franfportation of Provifions and Stores to OJ
wego, for fupplying the Service in bath the 

· Expeditions then carrying on. 
It was neceffary at aU Events this Year to 

. furmount this Obfiacle ; the Prefervation of 
the Garrifon at Ofwego, and intended Opera
tions of the enfuing Campaign upon the Lake 
Ontario, abfolutely depended upon laying in 
fufficient Magazines there, as early as poffible 
in the Spring; which were accordingly al 

• Mr. Shirley's Conduéi: in the Affair of this Loan, 
which evidently appears from the State of the feveral Faél:9 
abovementioned, to have been well advifed for anfwe?i'ng 
the Exigencies of his Majefiy's Service under hls Com
man~, ~as reprefented from America in a light very much 
to hts Dtfadvanta5e; infomuch that at his Arrivai in Eng~ 
lands the Re pa y ment of i t could fcarcely be cred i ted. 

befpoke 
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1756. befpoke and order'd by Mr. Shirley before he 
~left New York; and as it was to be expeéted 

that the French would ufe their utmofl: Ef
forts to eut off our Convoys of Provifions and 
Stores upon their Paifage ; none but very 
firong ones ought to be intrufied with the 
Tranfportation of them. 

To cotnpafs this Point by fecuring a fuffi
cient N umber of Battoe-men to be confiantly 
ready for the Service, Mr. Sh-irley ordered 40 
Companies of them to be raifed, confifi:ing of 
50 Men each, a Captain, and another Officer 
under him, fubjeét to military Difcipline, to 
be arm'd with Mufquets and Hatchets; the 
whole to be under the general Direétion and 
Command of one Officer, who lhould per
fonally attend the Execution of his Duty in 
every Bran ch of it, by W ater as weil as at 
Land ; fo that thefe Battoe-men being thus 
arm'd, and difiributed into Companies, under 
the before-mentioned Command, formed a 
Body of 2ooo Men, not only ufeful for tranf· 
porting Provifions, Stores, &c. but for man
ning the Whale-Boats upon the Lake; and, 
upon any Emergency which n1ight require it, 
for ferving as a Reinforcement by Land to the 
Garrifon at Ofwego. 

Men proper for this Service ·were difficult 
to be found, as none but thofe who bad been 
ufed to Battoes, or other ftnall Craft, were fit 
for it,; the Albany Men, who were almofi the 
only People ufed to the Service, were many 
()f them worn out, and not to be depended 

on; 
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on; but it .was neceffary to raife.them at any~ 
rate ; for w1thout them the Service propofed " 
'on Lake Ontario could not be carried on ; and 
thefe Battoe Companies bad this Advantage, 
that they would be a Proteétion to themfelves, 
as weil as to the Provifions and Stores they 
bad in Charge ; and fpare the Army the in-
finite L-abour of marching Troops backwards 
and forwards for the Proteétion of the Con-
voys ; they were of thernfelves, while doing 
their Duty as Battoe-men, a very large patrol-
ling Guard upon the Rivers and Lakes for 
keeping open the Con1munication between 
Albany and O.fwego. 

By the firfl: of Aprt"! their whole Number 
\vas compleat, tho' it was neceffary to colleét 
them from every Part of the Continent; feve
ral Companies being raifed to the Eafiward of 
Bojlon; two at Cape Cod and Nantucket! com
.pofed intirely of Whale-men, feveral in Con
neélicut, New York, New Jerfey, and Penjilva-
nia, and forne even frorn Maryland and Vir
ginia; their Ufefulnefs in both Capacities, as 
Battoe-tnen and Soldiers, foon appeared ; they 
'vent unn1olefied, tho' large Parties of the 
En erny had laid in vtait feveral \'V eeks to at
tack then1, until: the third of July; when a 
Party of them \vas attacked by a fuperior 
N un1ber of French and Indians, who rn they 
repulfed ; and after purfuing great Part of 
them into a Swamp, drove them out of it, and 
kmed n1any of them; and by this means very 

L large 
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t 7 56. large Magazines were laid in at 0 Jwego by 
~May. 

Many things were neceffary to be provided 
for the Crown Poz'nt Expedition, which could 
only be bad from the Eafiern Colonies; Mr. 
Shz'rley accordingly prevailed upon thofe Go
vernments, whilll: he fiaid at Bojlon, to fupply 
them, befides Provi)ions and mz'lz'tary Stores; 
which at th at time -they were to raife at their 
own Expence : The Experience of the lafi: 
Year-had iliewn, that the Northern Parts of 
the Province of New York could not furnilh a 
N umber of hired Horfes or Carriages fuffi
cient for the Tranfportation of the N eceifa· 
ries for one Expedition: To remedy this De
feél:, the Province of the Majfachujèts Bay 
agreed to fend by Land, acrofs the Country, to 
Lilbany (to which Place ail the Provifions and 
Stores of the Army were to be tranfported by 
Water) zoo Ox-Carts, with four Oxen and 
t\"\70 I-Iorfes to each ; Connecticut about 1 oo 
tnore, and Rhode ljland about 50 ; thefe, after 
greatly reducing the Land Carriage between 
Albany and Fort Ed7vard, were found, while 
properly employed, fufficient for tranfporting 
all the Provùzcz'al Stores of the Army: A fuit
able N umber of Battoes and Flats \!Vere alfo 
Grdered to be built for thofe Parts of Hudjon's 
River above Albatty,. where Ufe could be made 
of W ater-Carriage ; fe veral Companies of Car
pe~ters were fent to Fort William Henry, to 
bwld a Number of large Boats and two arm'd 

Sloops, . 
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Sloops, for tranfporting the Army over Lake 1756. 
George ; in the mean time a Train of Artillery ~ · 
and Ordnance Stores were preparing at BojloJt 
and New rork, and at the former Place two 
Artillery Companies of 1 oo Men each were 
raifing and exercifed every Day : And befides 
thefe, Mr. Shirley raifed a Ranging Company of 
6o Men, to be employed in fcouting Parties 
upon Lake George and Lake Champlain, for 
gaining Intelligence of the Enemy's Motions, 
defiroying their Cattle and Out-Magazines, 
intercepting their Provifion Battoes, and fur-
prizing their Parties of Beats upon either of 
the Lakes ; to be commanded by an Officer 
\vho had before fignaliz'd himfelf in that kind 
of Service. 

Thefe were the Preparations, \vhich were 
making during Mr. Shirle;,'s Stay at Bojlon for 
the Prorvindal Army, defign'd for the Attack 
of Crown Point: He had at the fame time th a 
Regular Forces to recruit, and to provide for 
the building and manning of Veffels at an 
in land Place 4 3 o Miles diil:ant fron1 the Sea, 
and acceffible chiefly thro' Rivers filled with 
Shoals and Rifts, and over Carrying-places of 
Rock and Swa1nps ; ail creating infinite La
bour, and confequently requiring a Variety of 
Preparations and great N umbers of I-Iands to 
tranfport the N eceffaries for building the V ef .. 
fels and maintaining then1 and the Troops on 
Lake Ontarz'o. 

Provifions and Stores of ail K.inds for the 
Arn1y and Navy were preparing, dÙring the 

L 2 \Vinter;, 
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17~6. Winter, at New York; ïOO Battoes for tranî .. 
~ portino Provifions to Ofwego were building at 

Schenettada, beiides the 2 50 Whale-Boats be
fore-mentioned, which '"'ere abiolutely necef
fary for an E. pedition on Lake OntariD, ef
pec!ally as it was impraéticable to put ail the 
Troops, which were to be employed in it, on 
board the V efTels. 

f'eb, Forty Carpcnters and Sawyers fet out for 
Ofwego by land through the Indian Country 
to preoare the Timber for building the Veifels 
upon Lake Ontario, as did about 1 oo more 
in l'v!arch follow ing; but were unfortunately 
hindered on their way, for near a Fortnight, 
by a Party of Canadeans and Indians having 
furprifed and burnt * Bu!l's Fort at Wood 
Creek, and defiroyed the Garrifon, which 
confiil:ed of 30 Men. 

As l\1r. Shirle)' imputed this Misfortune to 
the Remiffnefs and Negligence of the Indian 
Parties employed by Sir fVil/iam Johnfon, he 
took Notice of it to hi rn ; and fin ding by his 
Anfwer that thefe lndz"ans \Vould he of little 
Service, unlefs mixed with Englijh Rangers in 
their fcouting- Parties, he informed hin1. that 
he fhould rai fe out of the J\Tew Engknd Troops 
then daily expeéted to return frorn 1\rova Sco
tia, three Compat.ies of fuch }{.angers to be 
en1 ployed jointly \vith the Indians, more ef .. 

pecially 

* .This Party did not venture to make any Atternpt 
agai nfi: the Fort bu ilt at the other End of the' Carrying
place, but rerircq immediate] y after having clone the Mif .. 
,;:hH;:f at Bull's Fort. 



( 77 ] 
pecially for proteél:ing the Great Carrying-~ 
place at Oneida, which, on Account of its 
being the moft eifential Pafs for fecuring the 
Communication between Albany and Ofwego, 
and for keeping large Magazines of Provifions 
and Stores, had long been threatened with an 
Attack from the Enemy : In Anfwer to this, 
Sir William Johnfon obferved to Mr. Shirley, 
that this was the Method, which the French 
al ways praétifed with their Indians : And in 
a fubfequent Letter to him dated Ioth of May 
17 56, he writes th us, " I wiili the Companies 
'' of Rangers, your Excellency mentions, were 
" ready togo upon Duty, when I would hope 
" to be able to join Indians with them ; and 
" unlefs this Method takes place, I defpair of 
'' the Communication to Ofwego's being fe-
,, cured." 

In the Spring,' as faon as the Seafon would 
pern1it, the Stores and Provifions of both Ar
nlies were fent toAlbany, and moving on from 
thencc to Ofwego and Lake George ; and at Of
rzvego were building a Snow Brigantine and 
Sloop of the Force before-mentioned. 

A ft er having fettled every thing with the Apr. 26. 
Province of the Ma:ffachufets Bay relative to the 
Crown Point E xpedition; and ifiùed his War
rant for imprefiing a fufficient N umber, to 
c01npleat the 3 soo Troops voted by the Maf-
jàchufets Aifembly, Mt. Shirley fet out for Al
bany. 

By the fidl: of May the 44th, 48th, and 
soth Regiments were computed to amount, 

one 
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oné with another, to 900 each, and the 5 Ift 

~ov-~~ ... to about 700. 
Mr. Shirley arrived at Albany, and found the 

17_)6. 

JMay 6. 
Provincial Troops begin oing to affemble; 
their Provifions and Stores in great forward .. 
nefs, and fmall Forts building between Al
bany and Fort Edward for proteél:ing the Ma
gazines, as the Stores were carrying up ; as 
alfo Sloops, Flats and Boats building at Fort 
William Henry on Lake George ; Captain Ro
gers with his Company of Rangers were on 
their return frotn a Scout towards Crown 
Pot.nt, where they bad been to gain Intelligence 
of the Enemy's Motions, and intercept their 
Convoys with his Whale-Boats ; for which 
Service Mr. Shirley, having found the great 
Succe{s and Ufefulnefs of this Company, or· 
dered three other Companies of the fame 
J(ind to be raifed ; and in particular raifed one 
of 4 5 Stockbridge Indians. 

By this time, in the Place of the Fort at 
Wood Creek, w hi ch in Mar ch was fu rprifed and 
burnt by the En emy, another \vas built, be
ing a regular Square with four Baftions of 
Pickets and Earth thrown up on the Berm for 
Defence aga in fi Mufq uetry, and a dry Di teh of 
15 Feet wide and I 2 deep; the Great Car
rying-place \vhich in the Beginning of laft 
Y ear was a Portage of eight Miles Land Car
ria ge, \vas now reduced to one Mile byclearing 
put the Wood Creek up to a Place called the 
f:J·tair Kil!, where another *Fort W4S built fo+ 

Pro· 
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Proteétion of the Stores brought there to be 1756. 
laden into the Battoes ; the Courfe of the Wood~ 
Creek was jhortened by cutting through forne 
great Bends or Windings in it ; and as it was 
in forne Places flat and {hallow, Dams were 
ereéted to raife the W a ter ; fo th at the Battoes 
might at all times fioat with very little Ob
ftruétion ; which before they could not do in 
dry Seafons; this W ork was do ne by a Com-
pany of Carpenters and Pioneers, w hi ch Mr. 
Shirley fent for that Purpofe from Bqflon early 
in the Spring under the Direétion of Captain 
Bradjlreet; the Garrifon on the Onet'da Carrying
placewas 504 Men firong, exclufive ofCommif-
iioned Officers, and able to defend it ( efpecially 
with the Affifiance of fcouting Parties of In-
i!ians) againfi fix times their N umber, as they 
could only be attacked with fmall Arms ; a 
fmall W ork fecured with Pickets was ereéted 
at Burnets Field, the upper Settlement on the 
Mohawks River, for proteéting the Magazines 
there a gai nil: a Surprize -from Indians ; and 
three of the New York In dependent Campanie~ 
computed at about 200 Men \Vere pofied in 
the Neighbourhood; I 50 Men were pofl:ed 
at Conajohara Falls about 50 Miles above Sche-
1zeélada for guarding the Carrying-place there, 
upon which was built a fm ali W ork : befides 
thefe, Mr. Shirley had ordered a Fort to be 
built at the great Falls (about I 2 Miles from 
Ofwego) which was accordingly begun, but 
could not be immediatly proceeded in for want 
of Rands ; and the 2ooo Battoe-men under " 

Cap tain 
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1756. .èaptain Brat!ftreet were paffing and repa~ng 
~ with the Stores and Prov1fions to Ofwego Wlth-

out Interruption. 
The foregoing Account will lhew the State 

of Affairs at the time of Mr. Sht.rley's coming 
to Albany; he had by this time, from corn
mon Report, private Letters, and Public 
News-Papers1 beard that he was to be fuper
feded in his Command; but he had yet no 
Account of it from any Minijfer of State, or 
other Perfon in Authority; he had fent home 
Copies of the Minutes of the Council of War, 
held at New rork in the Win ter, which ar. 
rived there about the zoth of January, but 
bad received no Anfwer either in Approbation 
or Difapprobation of the Plan of Opera
tions, he had tranfmitted for Confideration; 
this left him in Uncertainty, whether it would 
be advifeable for him to proceed to carry his 
Plan into Execution, fo far at leafi: as it was 
praél:icable with the Foree he had, le fi it 
ihould interfere with that, which his Succefor 
might be charged with ; however, fince he 
had received no Difapprobation of it, as he 
might have do ne, if it bad not been approved, 
he thought it his Duty to carry on his Prepa
rations for th at and every other Part of his Ma-
jejly's Service, as faft as poffible for the enfu. 
ing Campaign, until he !hould be relieved in 
his Command. 

May 25. U nder thefe Circumflances Mr. Sht'rley 
thought it expedient for him to be affifi:ed with 
the Opinion of a Council of War upon what 

might 
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might be the mofi advifeable Meaiures for him Y/56• 
to take for his Majefl:y's Service in the Situa-~ 
tion he was in ; and accordingly called one at 
Albany the 2 5th of May, at which were pre-
fent ail the Field Ojjicers of his Majefi:y's 
Troops, who were at fuch Difl:ance from 
Head ~~rters, as made it poffible for them 
to àttend_, with the Deputy ~arter-mafler 
General and the Chid Engt"neer : at this Meet-
ing, Mr.·Shirley informed the Men1bers, that 
he bad called them together to have their 
Opinion and Ad vice u pon fe veral Matters re• 
lative to his Maje.fly's Service in the enfuing 
Campaign, and in order to fet them in a pro ... 
per light for their Confideration he firfl: ac• 
quainted them with the Plan of Operations 
determined upon in the Council of War held 
at New York the I 2th, and 1 3th cf Decem-
ber laft, (at which none of them were pre-
fent) and informed them, th at he had · tranf .... 
mitted that Plan to England to Sir 'Thomas 
Robinfon to be laid before his 111ajefly. 

Mr. Shirley then acquainted the Council 
with the State and Strength of the Garrifon 
and Works at Ofwego; v.-hich lait he had 
then the utmofl: Reafon to think were finifu ... 
cd,. having fent two Engineers there early in 
the Spriog, for that Purpofe ; \Vith the 
State and N umber of the Troops th en on the ir 
March for further firengthening that Garrifon; 
the State and Strength of the N avy built and 
building on the Lake ; the State of the \V ork.s 
and Garrifons at the feveral Poils between 

M Albany 
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'7 56. Albany and Ofwego ; the State of Provifions 
~and Stores at thofc Poils and at Ofwego ; the 

State a1.d N umber of the arrned Battoe-men 
cmployed in the Tranfportation of Provifions 
and Stores, and w ith the ExpeB:ations he had 
from Sir l17illiam 'Johnjon's Letters of Affif
tance from the Indz'ans, together with an Ac
count of the French Naval Force and Garri
fons on Lal,.e Ontario, according to the beft 
Intelligence he had been able to obtain. 

He then proceeded to inform them of the 
State and Strength of his Majfjly's 44th, and 
48th Regiments, and Independent Companies 
of New York, as alfo of the Provincial Forces 
defiined for the Expedition againft Crown 
Point, with the Number of thofe, that were 
th en affem bled, and of thofe expeéted faon to 
join them; of the State and Forwardnefs of 
the Stores and Provifions for th at Army; and of 
the State and Condition of Forts Edward and 
Wz'lliam Henry, with the Intelligence he bad 
obtained of the Strength of the Enemy at 
Crown Point, 'Tz'onderoge, and their advanced 
Poft on Lake George ; he then proceeded to 
obferve, th at the N umber bath of Regular 
and Provincial Troops fell iliort of that 
judged requifite by the Council of War at 
New York for carrying on the Services defign.A 
ed on Lake Ontario, and againft Crown Poz'nt; 
and that it appeared to him that both could 
not be carried on at the fame time with a 
Probability of Succefs, \Vith out more Troops 
fi·om England, of which there was then no 

Certainty: 



[ 83 ] 
Certainty: He therefore defired their Opi- 1756. 
nion and Ad vice upon the Difpofition of the~ 
44th, and 48th Regin1ents, which were then 
the only Regular Troops not etnployed in Gar-
rifon; and in the ir giving that he defired 
they \Vould confider. 

1 fi. Wh at N umber of Troops, they were of 
Opinion, would be fufficient to put Of~oego in 
a proper State of Defençe, and to keep open 
the Communication between Albcuzy and that 
Place. 

zdly. Whether if the 44th, and +8th Re
gitnen s, {hould be employed upon the Lake 
Ontario, together with what tnight be fpared 
for th at Service out of the 5oth, and 5 rfi Re
gitncnts and the Ne:zo Jerfey R egitnent, and 
the four lndependent Cotnpanies of New rork 
with the four Companies daily expeéted fron1 
North Caro/ina, would be a fufficient Force 
for attcmpting the Reduétion of the French 
Forts, at Nz.agara, or on Lake Ontarz·o ; 
and (in particular) whether it would be ad
vifeable to leave the Covering of the Country 

orthward of the City of A:bany, and Af
lall\' i tfelf to the Pro"~incials raiièd for the Ex
pe~~ition againft Crown Po-int. 

3dly. Whether if the 44th, and 48th Re
giments iliould be ernployed in Conjunétion 
\Vith the before-mentioned Provincial Tro:..;p", 
to atten1pt the R eduétion of the Frent-h li'orts 
at 'Iionderoge and Cro·wn Poùzt, they would be 
a fufli.cient Force for that Service. 

The Council, after debating and confider-
M 2 ing 
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1756. ing thefe Matters, gave it as their unanimous 
~Opinion: 

1fi. That 1300 Men would be fufficient for 
putting Ofwego into a proper State of Defence; 
and that for keeping open the Communica
tion between Scheneélada and Ofwego, it would 
be neceffary to have 5 so Men difiributed in 
the feveral Parts between thofe two Places ; 
and as they had Reafon to think from the 
late Deferrions, that the soth, and 5 I fi, and 
the New Jerfey Regiment, together with the 
four New York Independent Companies and 
the Companies expeél:ed frotn North Caro/ina 
could not be depended upon at prefent for 
producing above 2ooo Men fit for Service, 
they advifed Mr. Shirley to employ the whole 
of thofe Corps, in fecuring Ofwego, and its 
Communication with Albany. 

2dly. That the 44th, and 48th Regiments, 
together v1ith w hat could be fpared out of 
the before-mentioned Regin1ents and Com
panies for attempting the Reduétion of the 
French Forts at Niagara, or on the Lake On
tario, were r:ot a fufficient Force for that Ser
vice; in giving their Opinion upon which Point 
they referred themfel v es to th at of the Co un cil 
of War held at New York on the I zth and I 3th 
of December lafr, which was compofed of the 
principal Governors upon the Continent, and 
his Majefiy's Field Officers then prefent, who 
were unanimoufly of Opinion that 6ooo 
Troops at leafi: were neceilàry for that Pur
pofe; and they were alfa of Opinion that it 

was 
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was 12ot advifeable to leave the Jecttring of the 1756. 
Country to the Northward of the City q/Albany, ~ 
together with that Cùy, to the Provincial 'Troops 
raifed for the Expedition agaù!ft Crown Point. 

3dly. That the 44th and 48th Regin1ents, 
with the Provincials a ppear' dto be, accord in g to 
the Intelligence of the Enemy's Strength, a fuffi
cient Force to attempt the Reduétion of the 
French Forts at 'I'ionderoge and Crown Point; 
but that for the prefent thofe two Regiments 
fhould remain, where they were then en
camp' d, and that immediate Preparations 
lhould be made for joining thern with the Pro
vincials in the ReduB:ion of Crown Point; 
that being the only way at prefent, ~·here they 
could be of ufe in annoying the Enemy. 

As the Sentiments of the Council fe11 in 
with Mr. Shirley's, and in particular the ir pro
pofed Difpofition of the 44th and 48th Regi
ments put them in a Situation of being ready 
to be made ufe of in fu ch n1anner as Mr. Shz'r
ley's Succeffor in the Command fhould find 
moft confiftent with the Plan of Operations, 
which might be committed to hz'm, he thought 
it moft advifeable for his Maje/ly's Service to 
aét accordingly, and gave Orders that the 
44th and 48th Regiments ihould remain in 
their prefent Encampments. 

A.s to the ~oth and 5 I fi, and Nerzo Je;:fry 
Regiments, With the Independent Co1npanies 
of New York, they were continued likewife in 
their Pofts, as the Council of War advifed; 
and as the Carolù:a Companies were not yet 

arrived, 
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175G. arrived, 150 of the 44th Regiment were 

"'--v--' poiled at the Conajohara Falls, and 70 more 
at the Mohawks Caille, two of the Poils on 
the Mohawks R.iver : The Battoe-men, who 
,vere th en about 2000 in N umber, were (ex
cept zoo) con!l:antly employed in tranfporting 
Provifions to Ofwego, where by the firfi of 
July there was fufficient for sooo Men for 
feveral Months; the other 200 were employ'd 
in getting up the Provifions and Stores to Sa
rahtoga; which were alfo compleated by the 
firil of Ju{y. 

About the time of holding the lafi Council 
of War, Engineers were fent by Mr. Shirley 
to view the W orks at Fort Ed1.oard and Fort 
William Henry, by whofe Accounts of them it 
appeared, that the Plans were bad, and thofe 
not half executed, that of Fort Edward efpe
cially; whereupon Mr. Shirley order'd Plans 
for their Amendment to be laid before him, 
which were fettled by the Engineer in Chief, 
and fent two Engineers to each of the Forts, 
to put them into a State of Defence. 

June 7· While thefe Proceedings were carrying on 
Colonel Webb arrived from England at New 
York 7th June, and in a Letter, dated the Day 
after, acquainted Mr. Shz"rley, that he fhould 
fet out out in a Day or two for Albany, and 
would ufe ali the Difpatch in his Power to 
relieve him, inclofing two Letters at the fame 
time from one of his Majeily's Principal Se
cretaries of State, dated the r 3th and 31ft of 
March1 in the latter of which Mr. Shirley re-

ceived 
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ceived his Majefiy's Orders to repair to Eng- 1156. 
~nd. ~ 

On the Recei pt of this Letter from Mr. 
Webb, Mr. Sht'rley direél:ed the Preparations to 
go on as he bad before ordered, and prepared 
to give his Succe.Jfor a compleat Account in 
W riting of the State of every Part of the Ser
vice under his Care, that he might lofe no 
time, after being relieved, in proceeding to 
England as faon as poffible, agreeable to his 
Majeflp's Commands; but he was not reliev'd 
till Major General Abercrombù's Arrivai. 

On the 2oth of June Mr. Sht'rley receivedJune 2c. 
Ad vice, that Major General Abercombt'e was ar
rived at New York, with Otway's and the Ht'gh
land Regiments. 

On the 25th General Abercrombie arrived at June 25 •. 
Albany, in Company with Colonel Webb, and 
the Day following took upon him the chief 
Command. 

Mr. Shirley gave General Abercrombie a very June 27. 
particular Account in Writing of the State of 
every Part of his Majefly's Service under his 
Care, with the Strength of the Regirnents, 
Garrifons, and W orks, and laid before hin1 
every Paper he had in his Pofièffion, which 
rnight give him any Light into his Majefiy's 
Service; and as _far as was confifient with Po
litenefs, gave him his Sentiments concerning 
the moft advifeable manner of etnploying the 
Troops in the enfuing Campaign. 

In particular, as Mr. Shirley was of Opi
nion, upon the Arrivai of Otwaj·s and the 

High-
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1756. 1-Iighland Regiment from England, that fom~ 

"-v--1 of the Regular Forces might be fpared, not 
only to firengthen Ofwego, but even to atl: 
offenfively upon Lake Ontario; and that 
if two Battalions of them lhould be employ'd 
there, they might with the zooo Battoe-men, 
and what tnight be fpared from the Garrifon 
at Ofwego, and the Troops pofied between 
Scheneélada and that Place, together with the 
Indt'ans, which Sir W-illiam Johnfon bad en
gaged to have been ready to aél: at Ofwego, and 
the Naval Force which would by that tÎlne be 
equipped and fitted out there, make a fuffi
cient Force to attempt the Reduél:ion of Fort 
Frontenac, or at lea:ll: Niagara, he fignified 
his Sentiments upon this Point to General 
.A.bercrombù as plainly as he could, without 
obtruding his Advice upon him, in the two 
following Paragraphs of his Letters to him of 
the 27th and 29th of June, in the former of 
which he wrote thus : " It may not be im
"' proper to obferve here, that it would be of 
c( very great Importance to his Majejiy's Ser
ee vice, if a fuccefsful Attempt could be made 
" this Campaign againft the French Fort at 
" Niagara, for this Reafon in particular 
" ( among others ), th at the lofing or gaii,ing 
" the Indt'ans to the Intereft of the Englijh 
" feems very much to depend upon the Aéti
~' vity and Succefs of our Operations this Year 
" upon Lake Ontario :" And in the latter 
he told him, " He fhould have obferved, in 
~' his Letter dated the 27th Infi:ant, that the 

~~ Opinion 
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'' Opinio 1 contalned in the Minu .. e of the. 1756. 
cc Cout .. cil of V\l ar held at .Albany the 2 sth of --v--J 
" Ma/ co cerning the Infufficiency of hi 
" lliaJfflJ''s Forces in Nûrth America to carry 
cc on At'" mpts ag~intt the French Sett1en1ents, 
cc both at Crown Point and Niagara tha+- Sutn-
" tner, vvras founded 1pon the Confi-:ieration 
'· of the N urnber of his Majefl:y's I egubr 
" Troops, which v1erc aétually there at the 
" time of holding that Council, and confified 
" only of the 44th, 48th, soth, 5 I ft Regi-
cc ments, and four lndepcndcnt Companies of 
" New rork, and \Vithout any regard had to 
" Ot1.vay's and the Highla;zd Rcgin1cnts, which 
" werc fince arr:ved ;" and of this Mr. Shirley 
made mention in one of his Letters to his 
Majejly's Minificrs. 

Captain Brad/lrcet bad [èt out early this 
Month from Scbeneélada \vith the fecond 
Lading of Provifions and Stores for O{wego ; 
at whic 1 Ti me Mr. Shirley gave hirn Order., 
that in1. 1e iately upon the De1ivery of them 
there, he fhould makc an Attempt againil the 
French Settlement at t La Ga/lette up the Ri
ver Iroquoù ( fron1 whence their Indian Parties 
bad do ne o-re at Mifc ie+) \; 'ith his Battoe-men 
and fotne Troops \Vith Artiilèry froo1 the Gar
rifon, provided the Cotni..J:lnding Officcr there 
iliould be of Op"nion, he could -fpare a11y for 
that Service; but as 1'-Ar. Sb:'rlry, u?on his re
ceiving .~.c\dvicc of Mr. lf/cbb's i\;-rival at New 

t This PL1ce i·, callcd by the lmJ:ans !fjj:cegod,i. 
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17 s6. rork, bad it mu ch at heart that Captain Brad .. 

'--v--1 /lreet iliou]d return to Scheneélada as foon as 
poffible for his Succe/!or's Orders; and efpe
cially to carry a ReinfOrcement to the Garrifon 

· at Ofwego, in cafe he lhould think proper to 
fend any, together with the Remainder of the 
Cannon, naval Stores and Seamen for the new 
V effels on Lake Ontario, he difpatch' d an Ex
prefs after Mr. Bradflreet, which was followed 
by two other Letters countermanding his for
mer Orders to him, and direéting him to re
turn to Scheneélada as foon as poffible, after 
delivering his Provifions and Stores at Of 
wego. 

It is proper to obferve here, that it appears 
fron1 the Minutes of the Council of War held 
at Albany the 2 sth of May lafi, and lVfr. Shir
ley's Letter to Major General Abercrombz'e dat
ed the 27th of June, that the Land and Naval 
Forces, to which Mr. Shz'rley bad determined 
to truft the Defence of Ofwego, were to confift 
of a Garrifon of r 3 oc Troops, 5 so more to be 
pofted at the feveral Paffes between Ofu'ego 
and Albany for guarding the Magazines, and 
keepin g open a Communication between thofe 
two Places, two V effels of 1 o Carriage Guns 
each, and two fmall Schooners (us'd as Row
Gallies) of I o Swivels each, all built in the 
Y ear 17 55 ; three V effels built in the fucceed
ing Spring and Summer defign' d to mount, 
one of them 1 8 Cannon, one 14, and the ether 
6, which two laft are in the Minutes of the 
Co un cil held at Albany by. mifiake faid to carry 
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10, and 8 Cannon, 250 Whale-Boats ca- 1756. 
pable of navigating the Lake Ontario, and~ 
holding 16 Men each, and zooo Battoe-rnen) 
which, though raifed immediately for that 
Service, yet as they were arm' d with Mufq uets 
and Hatchets, and marfhall'd in Cornpanies of 
50 Men each commanded by two Officers, 
could be ferviceable likewife for manning the 
Whale-Boats or doing Duty at Land, as his 
Majefiy's Service might require; and that be" 
fides this Force Mr. Shirley depended upon a 
large Body of the Indz.ans of the Six Nations 
which Sir WilHam Johnfon was to have aifem-
bled at Ofwego this Summer, to be ready 
for fuch Service as they fhould be ordered 
upon. 

As to the Expedition againfi: Crown Point~ 
it appears by the fame Minutes of Council, th at 
before the Arrivai of Otway's and the Highland 
Regiments, and the gaining Intelligence of the 
Defign of the French to attack Ofwego that 
Sumtner, Mr. Shz.rley bad determined to have 
profecuted it that Y ear (in cafe any Accident 
ihould have prevented the timely Arrivai of 
the Earl of Loudoun or the other General OJ!i
cers fent by his Majefly to take upon them the 
Chief Comma nd in North Amerz·ca un til his 
Lordjhz'p's Arrivai) with the Provincial Troops 
computed to confift of 7000 Men, Officers 
included, one Company of Rangers, I oo In
dz.ans expeéted from Sir WilHam Johnfon, and 
his Majeîl:y's 44th and 48th Regiments, and 
the beforementioned Company of Stockbridge 
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1756. I~zdians cnnfifijng of 45 Men commanded by 

'--y-J Indian Cilicers. 
That d1e ueforementior.ed Fo~·ces would 

h ave been iufficicnt f<Jr the Services, to which 
they \VPre refpeé:tively defiined, and n1oft pro
bably have efiètted 1.hern if t~ey hadnot b~en 
prevcn~cd by Meafures taken ünce th~ Expzra
ticn of l\11r. Sh:rlcy's Co1nn1and , w11l appear 
from the following Obfervations. 

,...fhe old Fort at q[wtgo \"nas furrounded with 
a fir'Î 1g B1 eafi:-v.rork oi .L..â. th, having a Ditch 
thrown up on the , utfi.tle and n1ounted with 
about 20 Cannon; and Fort 0Jzi-'ario, tho' nothing 
had been donc to flrcngthen it fince Mr. Shz'r
ley s Depart ure from O.fLV~'go ( except fu rround
ingit \Vith a ])itch not quite finiili'd ) \Vas, as 
h~tL be en before obferv' d, picketed \Vith Logs 
from 3 to 4 Foot thick, capable, according 
to the gener ~ Op~nion , of refifiing a 3 lb. or 
4lb . . Shot, and tnounted \Vith eight Pieces of 
Canrion, and fon1e Cohorns: and upon the 
\Vhole Vl<:s defenfi.ble ar-ainfi an Attack of al
moft any N urnber of lVI en with fmall Anns, 
that could be fuppofed to be brought againft 
it. 

The Nerval Foree defigned for the P rotec
tion of 9Ju:ego was , according to all Accounts, 
(as \• iU herein after n1ore full y appear) much 

fuperipr to th at \V hi ch the French '\Vere prepar
ing for Lake OJZtario, and confequently jiJ!i
cient to have kept tbe Con1n1and of the Lake, 
and prevflzted the French fi-om landing any 
large N un1ber of 1\!Ien, \Vith Artillery and 

Stores 
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Stores near the Forts articularly Artillery, 1756. 
without ·which O.f~ego was not to be~ 
taken. 

As to the Garrifon, vrhich was to confift of 
1 3 oo Troops, it might have been reinforced 
with fuch a Number of the Battoe-men, as any 
Emergency of the Service could, according 
to the beft Accounts, we have had of the Ene
my's Strength in that O!!arter, either before or 
fince the Lofs of the Place, be reafonably fup
pofed to have required ; and if in addition to 
thi Force, a confiderable Body of the Indians 
of the Six Nations had been aifembled at Of
wego, ready to aét againft the French in the 
Defence of their own Country, as Mr. Shirley 
had the u tn1oft Reafon to expeét, it is not cre
dible that the French would have made any 
Attempt againi1: Ofwego that Year. 

As to the Sufficiency of the Forces deftin'd 
for the Expedition againft Crown Point ; that 
feems to be put out of quefiion by the unani
n1ous Opinion of the l>efore-n1entioned Coun ... 
cil at Albany upon th at Point; and the De
fign's being continu'd of profecuting it with 
an equal, if not an inferior Force, after Mr. 
Shirley was relieved from the Command ; and 
by the Orders given for marching the Provin
cial Tr0ops fron1 Fort Willia1n Henry upon 
th at Service ; not being countermanded 'till 
News was received of the Lofs cf Ojwego. 
. With reg~•rd to the State, which Ofwego was 
1n., and the Progrefs made in the Expedition 

ao·ainft 
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1756. againll Crown Point by the 26th of yune, the 
~Day on which Mr. Shirley's Command expired, 

they were as follows : 
There were in the Garrifon at O(wego and 

pofted at the feveral Paires between Scheneélada 
and that Place, his Majefi:y's soth and 5 Ill: 
Regiments, and two of the Independent Com
panies of New York with the New Jerfey Regi
ment, and four Provincial Companies of North 
Caro/t'na, confifting in the whole of upwards 
of zooo Rank and File; which exceeds the 
Number determined in the Council of War 
at Albany, to be fufficient for the Garrifon and 
Paires by I 50, befides Sailors, Ship Carpen
ters and W or km en : the old Fort was defended 
with the W orks and Cannon beforementioned, 
as was likewife Fort Ontario : and by the .firft 
of July, there were, according to the beft Ac-

. counts given of the Provifions in the Maga
zines at thofe Places, a fufficient ~antity there 
for sooo Men, for upwards of four Months; 
about two thirds at leafi: of which were at 
Ofwego. 

The two V effels built in 17 55, and one of 
the Row-Gallies (the other having been taken 
by the French forne time in June I 7 s6, upon 
Lake Ontario) were compleatly equipp'd for the 
Lake; two of the three new Veffels built in the 
fame Y ear were launched the third of July, as 
was the other on or about the 1 2th ; all the 
naval fiores were arrived at Ofwego by the 2d 

of 
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of July, except 24- of the * Cannon, and forne. 17 s6. 
running Rigging, which had t waited at Cona- -,-.J 
johara Falls and the Oneida Carrying-place ever 
fince the 24th of June for Captain Bradftreet 
upon his third Patfage from Scheneélada to Of
wego, without whofe Convoy they would have 
been expofed to the greateft Rifque, or rather 
Certainty of being taken by the Enemy before 
they had been landed at the laft mentioned 
Place; the 2 50 Whale-Boats defigned for 
Lake Ontario were built, and the 2000 Batoe
men raifed by the 1ft of April, and about 
200 of the Boats arrived at Ofwego by the 
Middle of May, where they lay ready for Ser
vice on the Lake. 

And as to the Preparations made for carrying 
the Attempt againft Crown Point into Execu
tion, they were fo far advanc'd, when Mr. Shir
ley delivered up the Command, that the Troops 
both Britijh and Provincials deftin' d for th at 
Service, with their Provifions, Artillery and 
Stores, and the V effels and Battoes neceffary 
for their Tranfportation to the advanced Poft 

* Mr. Shirley having. acquainted the Lords of the Ad
rniralty with the building of the new V e!fels, and that 
Cannon would be wanted from England for them, their 
Lordfhips accordingly fent Cannon in his Majefty's Ship 
Sterlmg Cqjlle; but that not arriving 'till the latter End of 
:1ug1ffi, M.r. Shirley, after waiting as long as he fafely could, 
m expelht10n of the Cannon from England, purchas'd them 
at New York, in time for them to have been tranfported to 
Ofwego before they were wanted there. 

't Vide Declaration of ']amçs Crawford and Edward 
Brooks, No, 2. in Appendi ,·. 

of 
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1156. of the French upon Lake George, which is 
~about five Miles on this Side of 'Tionderoge, 

and 30 beyond Fort Willia1n Henry, 'cre in 
fuch Readinefs, that the Provi 1cia .L roops, 
which on the z6th of June amounte to 677 5, 
inclufive of ail Offi.ccrs, thofe of the ... ield dnd 
Staff excepted, and in Julv we1 e increafed to 
69o 5, might, as Major General !Vt.J?jlow, Com
manding Officer of the Provincials, inf0rn1ed 
Mr. Shirley, have begun their 1arch for that 
Place by the End of the firft W eek in July; 
and before the 2 sth of June, Provifions for 
2 soo Men for four Months were fent to Sarah
log a, which is within feven Miles of Fort Ed
ward, and there depofited for the Ufe of his 
Majefiy's Regular 'Iroops, who alfo might, ac
cording to all appearance, have been ready to 
have marched by the 7th of July. 

Concerning this Expedition it is proper here 
to obferve, th at on the 3oth of June, a Confe
rence was held at Mr. Shirl~y's Apartments at 
Albany, at the Delire of Major General Aber
crombie, between himfelf, Mr. Sht.rley, Colo
nel Webb, Major General Winjhw, and Colo
nel Gridley, Chief Engineer of the Provincials: 
At this Meeting General Abercrombie propofed 
to Mr. Win/kw, tb at upon the Provincials 
leaving Fort Edu)ard, and Fort fV·illiam Henry, 
and marching to Tz'onderoge, the Regular 1 roops 
lhould move up to thofe Forts, and be ready 
there to fupport or affifi thct!, in cafe they 
fhould \Vant it, and afk'd h1tn and Colonel 
Gridle)' how a J unEt:ion of the Regular 1'roops 

w:th 
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with the Provincials, would in fuch cafe be 1 756. 
lik'd by the latter: upon this both thofe ~ 
Officers affured General Abercrombie in the 
ftrongefi Terms, that a J unétion would, in 
fuch cafe be perfeél:ly acceptable to the Pro-
fVincial Troops ; and that they could be anfwer-
able in this refpeét for every Officer among 
them. 

This Mr. Winjlorzv in his Letters to the New 
England Governtnents giving an Account of 
the Meeting and Conference at it, calls the 
Settlement of" the Plan [ me::tning the Plan for 
an Attempt againfi Crown Point J and mentions 
ü as extremely acceptable to the Pro·vz'ncials; 
a~lC! in his Letter to Mr. Sbù.Zcy dated the zd of 
Augujl he writcs th us: " \Tour Excellency 
" may ren1ember, that the Day y ou lcft Al
'' bany when there w,1s a Convention of Of
" ficers, and I h~d the Honour to be prefent; 
u the Pbn \Vas fettlcd, that the whole of the 
" Pro'Vincials were to proceed forward, and to 
" endeavour tl e R.cn1oval of the Incroach
" n1ent.; n1adc by the French on his Majefiy's 
" rf crritorieq, and that the Regu!ars ibould pof ... 
" fefs the Poils, that we then occupy'd, and 
'' have a Force at Fort "'* JVilliam Henry to ai1ifi, 
" or fufiain us, as Occafion {hould require; 
" which was then agreeable to us aH con
,, cern'd ; and in this Situation we remain'd 
" till the 1 4th of 'July, wh en we made our 
'' grand Mar ch frotn ~ Ha!J Meon. 

* Vide Extraét of Ca pt. Bradjlreet's Letter to M r. Shirley, 
No. 3· in Appendix. + Vide the fame Extraét. 

0 The 
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1756. The whole of Otway's and the Ht'ghland 

'--v--J Regin1ents landed at Albany; and Mr. Shirley 
June 3o. embarked that Evening for New York, where 

he arrived the 4th of July; and upon Major 
General Abercrombù's and Colonel Webb's 
prefiing hin1 to wait there till the Earl of Lozt
.àoun's Arrivai, being perfuaded, as they told 
him, that his having an Interview and per
fonal Conference with him 'vould be a great 
Satisfaétion to his Lordjhip, and might pro
mate his Majefi:y's Service, he determined to 
fray at Ne'L.o York for that Purpofe. 

July 3· Captain Bradflreet having delivered the fe-
cond Lading of Provifions at Ofwego [et out 
with the Battoes upon his Return to Schenec
tada, in arder to tranfport the Remainder of 
the Aïtillery and Stores of all J{inds, with fuch 
Troops as it .iliould be thought proper to em
bark for Ofwego, as alfo vvhat Seamen !bauld 
be ready for him; and what Provifions he 
could take in befides : On the fan1e Day his 
firfi Divifion of Battoes was :fired upon in the 
River Onondago by a large Body of French and 
lndians, which had been waiting forne time 
V.'ith a Defign to furprize and eut them off 
their Pafiàge to Ofwego, and killed about 
thirty of his Battoe-rnen; upon this Occa
fion Mr. Brat!Jlreet, who was a little behind 
this Divifion, was obliged to betake himfelf 
with a handful of Men to a fmall Ifland in the 
River oppofite to the Enemy, a confiderable 
N umber of whom he repulfed, with much 
Bravery and good Conduét, in three Attempts 

to 
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to land on the Ifland; and aftét;wards with 1756. 
about 250 of his Men, attacked a Body of~ 
about 500 of them in a Swamp, from whence 
he drave them into the River with a con
fiderable Slaughter ; and the Aétion ended 
in a complete Rout of them with the Lofs 
of great Part of their ProvifionsJ Firelocks, 
fcalping Knives, Hatchets, Blankets, &c. 

Mr. Bradflreet arrived at Scheneflada, hav- Juiy 11• 

ing gained Intelligence from his Prifoners, that 
the French \Vere forming a large Encampment 
at about 3 2 Miles Di fiance from Ofwego, and 
rlefigned foon to attack it; and upon his Ar-
rival at Al/Jany Major General .Abercrombie 
had an * 1\ccount given hin1 of it , ~rhere-
upon he g8.ve Orders for Colonel lt7cbb { no\v 
Major General Webb) and the 44th Regi-
ment to hold themfelves in Reaàit efs to march 
to Ofwego ; but their En1barkation was re
tarded, and the Battoes detained at Schena'lada, 
ùntil the I zth of Augzijl ; which was till with-
in two Days of the Enemy's coming before 
Ofwego, by \vhich means it was deprivcd> at 
the Time of its being attacked, of the 
Benefit of near one half of its naval Force, 
for \Vant of Cannon and Seamen, the Ser-
vice of the Whale-Boats and Companies of 
Battoe- rn en, vv· hi ch would, in ail Proba-
bility, (as ·will he rein after more full y ap-
pear) have faved it from being loft; efpecially 

* Vide Appcndix, No. 4· 

Oz if 
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17 56. if the Garrifon there had be en reinforced with 
~the 44th Regiment; the \vhole of which De .. 

fen ce ( allowing the Battoes a Paffage of 1 2 

Da ys) it mz'ght have had 1 7 Da ys at leafi: be
fore the Arrivai of the French there, if that 
··bad not been prevented by the Detention of 
the Battoes 3 o Da ys at Scheneélada. 

Aug, 9· Mr. Shirley arrived at Bojlon, and in a few 
Days after fent the Earl of Loudoun two Corn
panics of Rangers confifiing of 6o Men each, 
raifed chiefly out of the New England Troops, 
returned from Nova Scotia ; and finding that 
the Majfachujèts Governrnent bad in his Ab
ferree failed to raife their full ~_s>ta of Men 
for the Expedition againft Crown Point, being 
3 soo, and th at there was a Deficiency of 
6oo, upon his firtl: meeting the Ajftnzbly rr ... 
prefented to them the ill Confequences of fuch 

. Negleél:, and let them know that he fhould 
iffue ne\v 1 rn prefs Warrants for compleating 
their Troops; w hi ch they n1ofi readily acqui
efced in, and returned him their public Thanks 
for; ano Mr. Shirley iffued his Warrants ac
cordingly, vlith Orders for mm·ching the Men, 
as fafr as raifed, to A/t'an;, the re to follow the 
Earl if Loudoun's Orders : A nd, during his 
Stay at Bo/lon, did every thing in his Po\ver 
to pron1ote his 111ajtjly's Service under his 
Lordfl·zj/s Command. 

Another nnfortun:1te Circumfiance vvas, that 
a very ccnfiderable Part of the Battoe-men, 
w!1ofe Serviceablenefs not only by vVater, but 
in an Aétion ~y Land> had been fo lately ex

perienced, 
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perienced, was t difcharged foon after their 1756. 
Return to Scheneélada. ~ 

The Accounts, which have been given of 
the Detention of the Battoes at Scheneéfada, 
fiand thus. 

General Abercrombie, after his Arrivai at 
Albany, and before the Earl of Loudoun's at 
New York, fent written Orders to Mr. Lt·
vt·ngflon, one of the Perfons employed by 
Mr. Sht'rley, to furnilh Provifions for the 
Troops, forbidding him to make any further 
Supplies. 

Captain Brad/lreet, in his Letter to Mr. 
Sht'rley dated Albany July I 6th 17 s6, ac
quainted him, !hat he was to return to Ofwego 
rzm'th Provijions and Stores, together with Colonel 
Webb and the 44th Regiment; and in another 
Letter, dated Albany July 24th, fays, '' I !bauld 
'' have fet out forne Days ago for Ofwego with 
" the 44th Regiment, and Colonel Webb, but no 
'' Gare being taken to fend Provifions for them 
'' to Scheneélada, they cannot move until a 
" large ~ntity js fent there, which I fear 
cc will take forne time :-Notwithll:anding 
" every thing's being fo forward at Ofwego for 
" proceeding upon Aétion, by ail Appearancei 
cc nothing vvill be clone that way, without the 
" French make it a Vifit, which, by my In
cc telligence, is more than probable, if proper 
" Gare be not taken." 

Mr. Murray's Account of this Matter is 
contained in his Declaration upon Oath dated 

t Mr. Abercrombie h:!d then the chief Command. 
September 
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1756. September 4th 17 56, which is here inferted 
~ lfJerbatint, viz. 

" I John Murray, of Rut/and, in the Pro .. 
'' vince of the Mqf!achufets Bay in New Eng
" land, Efq; declare, that I was at Albany in 
cc the Province of New York, from the r 11: 
cè to the 1 oth Day of Augufl laft, during 
" which Tin1e I was converfant with the Of
" ficers and other Perfons; belonging to the 
cc Forces under the Con1mand of my Lord 
" Loudoun, and that then it was the public 
" and common Talk that the Reafons of Co
" lonel Webb's Delay to fet out with the 44th 
" Regiment under his Command for Ofwego 
" to reinforce the Army there was, that as 
" Mr. Ktlby and ethers bad contraéted to vic
cc tual all his Majefl:y's Forces in North Ame
" rica, he would not receive any of the Pro
" vifions, th at were provided for the faid Army 
cc by Mefirs. Livùzgfion and Morris, who were 
" the late Contraél:ors, and as I the Decla .. 
" rant undedtood, bad a large ~ntity of 
" Provifions then at Albany ready to be deli
ce vered for the Ufe of the Troops: And I the 
cc Declarant further fay, that there was a ge
cc ral Uneafinefs during the Time of this Dif
cç pute concerning the receiving of Meffrs. 
cc Lz.nvingflon's and Morris's Provifions, leaft 
" they ihould fuffer at Ofwego by this Delay; 
" and I alfa declare, th at Colonel Webb rnarch
" ed from Albany about the 8th or 9th of Au
cc gu)l:, w hen, as I underftood, Lord Loudoun 
" bad agreed to receive all theProvifions,which 

" were 
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" were provided by faid Livz'ngflon a~d Mo~- 17 s6. 
" ris, and that out of the fame the fa1d Reg1- '-"'v--1 
" ment that was to proceed to Ofwego, was, 
" as I underil:ood, aétually fupplied, and fur-
" ther fay not. 

Sept. 4th, 17 56. John Murra.y." 

And Mr. Leake, CommiiTary General of 
Stores and Provifions for his Majefty's Forces 
in North America, in his 'Letter to the Earl 
of Loudoun, dated Albany 2d Oélober, I7 s6, 
and which was tranfmitted by his Lordi11ip 
to England, fays th us, " When it was thought 
" neceiTary to fend the 44th Regiment, and 
" others towards Ofwego, there were Orders 
" to fend to Scheneéfada 400 Tierces of 
" Bread, and 3 oo Barrels of Pork, I ac
" quainted Major General Abercrombie, that 
" there were not in Store of the Proviiions 
" contraéfed for by General Shz'rfe)', above 
'' 20 Cafks of Bread ; and for the Pork, 
" there was not near that ~antity ; and 
" that there was of it, being dry falted, and 
" mofi of the Barrels left were none of the 
" ftrongeft, being dijigned to be ferved out 
" there; upon which he was pleafed to give 
'' me an Order on Mr. George Saul, Agent to 
" the * Contraélors, for the above ~ntity of 
" Bread and Pork, which was accordingly 
" fent to Scheneélada \vith ail pojjible Dif
" patch." 

V pon the foregoing Accounts given by 
• The prefent Contraél:ors. 

Cap tain 
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1756. Captain Bradjlreet, Mr. Murray, ahd Com
~ mijfary Leake, it may be remarked : 

That they all confpire to ihew that the 
Battoes were detat'ned by reafon of fome Diffi
culty relating to the Pro~i)ions, which were 
to be furnifhed upon this Occafion. 

Th at Commiffary Leake' s Account, though 
it feems from the Date and Teneur of it to 
have been given by way of Anf wer to th at, 
which is contained in Murray's Declaration, 
does not in1pugn it; for though it is faid in 
his Letter th at there " was not in Store of the 
'' Provifi.ons contraéled for by General Shirley 
" above 20 Caiks of Bread, and not near that 
" ~antity of Pork," yet Meffrs. Li~ing/lon 
and Morrù might have then had at Albany a 
Quantity of Provifions, though not contraéled 
for by Mr. Shz'rley, ready for an immediate 
Supply upon that Emergency; and though 
it is faid in Mr. Leake's Letter, " that General 
" Abercrombie gave him an Order upon Mr. 
" Sauf, Agent to the Contraél:ors, fer the be
" fore-mentioned 400 Caiks of Bread, and 
" 3 oo Caiks of Pork, and th at they wcre 
" accordingly fent to Scheneélada with all 
" poffible Difpatch ;" yet it does not appear 
wh en thofe Provifions arrived at Scheneélada; 
whether in time to fupply the Troops and 
Battoe-men for their Paffage to Ojwego ; or 
\vhether they were not at lafi fupplied out 
of Meffrs. Li~ing/lon's and Morrz's's Provifions; 
as is expreffed in Murray's Declaration ;-

Likewife 
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likev1ife that whà! is faid in Mr. Leake's ~6~ 
Letter concerning the Condition of the Pork, 
and forne of the Caiks then in Store of the 
Provifions, which bad been contraéled for by 
General Sh-irley ; viz. " that the Park was 
" dry falted, and the Ca:lks none of the befr," 
was no reafon for its not being made ufe of 
upon fuch an Emergency, as the Pork and 
Bread then wanted was for prifent fpending : 
A lfo th at it does not appear by Commiffary 
Leake's Letter, that there was not then any 
Flour in Store at Albany; which might have. 
ferved the Troops, Battoe-men, &c. in lieu of 
Bread. 

That it appears by Commijfary Leake's week
ly * Return of Provifions in Store at Albany 
made toMr. Shirley June 19, 1756, (which 
was the lafi Return made to hip1 during his 
Commàhd, and but fix Days before Major 
General Abercrombie took the chief Command 
upon him) that the re was then in Store . theref 
among other Species of Provifions, 97 Tietces 
of Bread, 3 76 Barrels of Flour, and 719 î. 
Barrels of Park ; and after the Expiration of 
Mr. Shirley's Command, it is needlefs to fay, 
it was no longer incumbent upon him to take 
care that the Stores of Provifions at A ibanj 
were duly fupplied. 

That the eifential Articles wanted upon this 
En1ergency at Ofwego were the Cannon, Sea
men> Battoe-men, and 44th Regin1ent, whicb 

~ Vide Appendix; No. 7. 
p 
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6 were all then waitihg for Tranfportation; fol' 171\ • h h h . . 1 ~asto rrovifions, t ere was at t at t1me 1n t lC 

Magazine of Ojwego a fufficient ~ntity 
to fubfifl: sooo Men for feveral Months; 
befides a confiderable Qlantity at the Paff'es 
between Scheneélada and Ofwego defiined for 
the latter of thofe Places ; fo that all the Pro
vifions wanted at that tt'me was the necefiâry 
Quantity for fupplying the Regiment and Bat
toe-men in their Paifage, the N umber ofboth 
which was, according to the Account given of 
that Matter, now reduced to about zooo Men 
by the Difmiflion of Part of the Battoe-men. 

And it may be further. remarked that the 
400 Tierces of Bread and 3 oo Barrels ofPork, 
which Commijfary Leake fays in his Letter 
" there was Orders to fend to Scheneélada, 
" when it was thought neceifary to fend the 
" 44th Regiment and others towards Ofwego( 
and for which it therein appears that the 
Troops, Battoe-men, &c. were detained 30 
Da ys at Scheneélada, were at leafi four times the 
~antity of thofe . Species of Provifions, that 
was wanted for their whole Paflàge from thence 
to Ofwego ; allowing thetn I 2 Da ys for it ; 
which was a time full fufficient, as they 
ought, upon that preiling Occafion, to have 
made forced Marches. 

To conclude this Point, when it is confider
ed. 1 fi, W~at the State of Provifions at Albany 
\vas at the t1me of 1\'lr. Shirlc)''s delivering up 
the Command, according to the laft Account 
given hitn by Mr. Leake the proper Officer. 

2dly, 
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2dly, That Mr.Abtrcrombie, when in the Chief 1756. 
Command, forbid the Perfons employed by~ 
Mr. Shirle)', when proceeding in the Courfe 
of their Supplies, to provide for any tnore. 
3dly, That when Intelligence came of the 
Danger, Ofwego was in, ali the Provifions wanted 
on that Emergency was only what would 
be fufficient to fubfifi the "froops and Battoe-
men in their March up toit. 4-thly, Th at the 
Provifions, which were then in Store at Albany, 
taking the lowefii\.ccount of that matter, might 
\vith eafe in that plentiful Country, in a very 
fhort ti me, have been increafed to the full ~an ... 
tity necefiJry on that great Occafion, by any 
Perfonsengaged in thatService. sthly, Thatthe 
Troops and Battoe-men were continued wait •· 
ing at Scheneflada for Provifions fo long, that 
they ~ufi certain! y have there fpent above dou-
ble the ~antity, which was neceifary to carry 
tpen:i to Ojwego ; and 6thly, Th at the Provi-
fions at laft ordered, and which the Troops and 
Battoe-men waitedfor, were four times as much 
as were neceifary to fubfift them in their who le 
Pa!fage thither. When thefe things are con-
11dered, it will manifell:ly appear that the De-
tention of the 44th Regiment, and Battoe-men 
with the Seamen, Cannon, and Stores deilin'd 
for Ofwego, upon "'hich the Lofs of it enfued, 
cannot jufily be charged upon Mr. Shirley. 

The Earl of London arrived at New Yorh,]uJy 23• 
vthere on the fatn~ Day Mr. Shirley gave his 
Lordlhip Accounts of the State of his Majefty's 
Serviçe at the time of his being rclieved in the 

P ~ Commandl 
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1756. Cotnmand, in the fame M11nner, that he had 
~ doi1e to General Abercromb;'e. 
p tl 26. His Lordibip embarked for Alhany, and ar~ 

rived there the 29th of the fame Mon th . 
.. g. 9· Major General Webb left Albany in order to 

proceed to Ofwego; but the Troops (as bath 
been before obferved) did not embark till the 
Izth. 

At this time the State of the Englifo Naval 
Force on Lake Ontario fiood thus ; the On
tario mounting 6 four Pounders, 2 Ho
witzers and 12 Swivels, a fmall Schooner Row 
Galley mounting I o Swivels (both built in 
17 55); a new Brigantine tnounting 14 Can
non, 4 and 6 Pounders, and r 2 Swivels, and a 
new Sloop n1ounting 6 Cannons 4 and 6 
Pounders, and I 2 Swivels ( built in 17 s6) ali 
well found, provided with N ecellàries, and 
manned with 90 able Sean1en, and 130 Sol
diers difiributed in the three largefi:, were 
compleatly equipped and fitted out for the 
Lake ; the Sloop O.fLVego (one of the V e1Tels 
built in 1755) \vhich mounted 8 Carriage 
Guns and I 2 Swivels, was laid up for want of 
Cannon and Seamen, thofe belonging to it 
being taken out for the U fe of the ne\V Bri
gantine; 'the new * Snow (built in 1756) 

* The Bar of Ofwego has generaUy from 7 ~ Feet to 8 
Feet Water over it) and this V eifel was 22 Feet broad and 
8o Feet long upon Deck, and when Joaded drew but 7; 
F eet of W a ter ; Capta in Shirley, th en Commander of the 
Mtrn:oid, the Station-Ship at Bqfion, took great Pains in 
drawmg a Plan fit for this Purpofe ; and though her 
Praught of W a ter was fo fm ali, y et lhe was thoroughly 
.ilble to carry 18 fu Pounders, be4(!{es Swivels .. 
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launched on the 1 2th of Ju/;', and compleatly 17 8, 
fini!hed as one of his Majeil:y's Sloops of War, ~ 
and pierced for 18 Guns 6 Pounders, could 
not go upon the Lake for want of her Can-
non, Shot, and Seamen, which (as ha th be en 
before obferved) was waiting at the Great 
Onez'da Carrying-place for Captain Brad/lreet on 
his next Paffage to Ofwego. 

The French Na val Foree at th at ti me (ac ... 
cording to the Accounts given of it by the 
Englijb Carpenters and Seamen, who were 
carried Prifoners to Cadaraqui in their V effels 
after the ta king of Ofwego) confifted of a 
Schoonet· of 1 6 Guns, 4 and 6 Pounders, no 
Swivels, the great Guns being old, I-Ioney
comb'd Cannon, with large Touch-holes~ 
which they were obliged to Joad without 
Board, and having very bad Tackling: a V ef
fel of I z Guns in the fame Condition, and in 
as bad Order; two fmall ones of 6 Cannon, 
of the Bignefs of Swivels in Carriages, and as 
badly found as the large ones ; no fpare Ropes 
on Board any of the1n ; their Seamen Ordi
nary, and not above 20 of then1 in the four 
Veffels. 

A ft er the A ppearance of the Eng!Jh Bri
gantine upon the Lake, none of the French 
Veifels appeared there, till after the Garrifon 
was made Prifoners ; at which time they came 
to Ofwego, not venturing before to come fron1 
behind the Ifland off * Portland Point even tQ. 
caver the French General's Landing. 

* Portlt~nd P1int is about 18 Miles to the; Ea!lwarçl of 
O,fwega. · 
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1756. Lieutenant Colonel Mercer, Cornmanding 
~ Officer at Ofwego, having received repeated 

Intelligence that the Enen1y had fotne Place 
or Camp about 30 Miles to the Eafl:ward of 
Ofwego; and particularly on the 6th of Augu/l, 
that there was a large Encampment of French 
and Indt.ans at about I 2 Miles difl:ance fi·on1 
Fort Ontart·o to the Ea.ftward, difpatched an 
Exprefs Boat, with an Account of it in a Let
ter to the Commanding OJ!icer upon the Lake, 
who was then out upon a Cruize to the We/l
wardwith the Brigantine and two Sloops; let
ting hin1 know that he intende~ the next Day 
to fend 400 Men in Whale-Boats to vifit the 
En emy, and defiring hitn to keep to the Bail
ward, as much as he could, in order to caver 
the Men 'in the Boats, and hinder the Enemy 
from approaching nearer ; but infiead of com
plying therewith, they returned the next Day 
to Ofwego, and in endeavouring to enter the 
Harbour, the Brigantine was driven by a Gale 
of Wind upon rocky Ground, where {he lay 
beating about 18 Hours, and \vas afterwards 
forced to heave clown, in arder to have a falfe 
Keel. 

Aug, 7· Monfieur Montcalnz, the French General, 
having Intelligence given him of the Situation 
of the Englijh Veifels, that the Brjgantine was 
ftranded, and the other two returned into 
Harbour, took the Opportunity of tranfport
ing and landing his Artillery and Troops Ül 
l3oats, \Vi thin a Mile and an half of Fort On
tario; which) as the French Ojjicers declared 

aftei' 
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~tter qfdJego was taken, he could not have 175~~ 
done, had our V e!fels been out to the Eafl- '--v---1 
ward. * 

Their Art!llery, for dra win g w hi ch they 
tranfported 3 5 Horfes, confifted of about 
3 2 Pieces of Cannon from I 2 to 24 
Pounders, feveral large Brafs Mortars and 
Hoyets ( among which was the Artillery taken 
from General Brad dock at the Monongahela) 
and were ail brought in Battoes from Portland 
Point, as they could not have been tranfported 
by Land from thence, on Account of the great 
Number of Swamps, drowned Lands, and 
Creeks in the Way ; their Forees confifted of 
about I 8oo Regular Troops, 25~0 Canadeans, 
and 5o o lndians. 

As difadvantageous Accoûnts have been 
given of the Behaviour of the Garrifon of 
Ofwego ( which confifted of Part of his Ma
jefiy's late soth and 5 Ift Regiments, and the 
NewJerfey Regiment of Irregulars, during the 
time of the Siege; it is a Point of Juftice due 
to thofe Troops to fet their Behaviour in a 
true Light; which makes the inferting a par"' 
ticular Journal of the Siege unavoidable; that 
being the moft unexceptionable Method of 
doing it. 

'About Noon the Enemy began the AttackAug.It. 
' of Fort Ontario with the F ire of their Muf-
' quetry, which was returned with fma1l rms 
'and eight Cannon from the Fort, and Shells 
.'from the other Side of the R'ver: The Gar 

• Vide Appendix, Numbers 5, 6. 

rif on 
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i756. t rifon on the Weft Side of the River was th! 
~' Day employed in repairing the Battery on the 

' South Side of the old Fort; and that Night 
' the Enemy were ernployed in making their 
' Approaches to Fort Ontario (which they did 
' by breaking Ground and intrenching) and in 
' bringing up their Cannon againft it. 

' This Morning the Enemy renewed the Fire 
' of their fmall Arn1s on Fort Ontario, which 
' vvas continued all Day, and returned from the 
' Fort in the fame Manner as the Day before1 

rAt Day-break this Day a large N un1ber of 
' Battoes were difcovered on the Lake in their 
' Way to join the Enemy's Camp, on which 
' the two Sloops \Vere again fent out with Or
' ders to get betwecn the Battoes and the Camp; 
' but before they came up, the Battoes bad fe
' cured themfelves under the Fire of the Can
e non at the French Camp, whereupon the 
' Sloops came in again towards Evening ; the 
• Garrifon on the vV efl: Si de were this Day em
' ployed as the Day before, and in the Even
c; ing a Detachment was made of 1 oo Men 
' .of the soth and I z6 of the New Jerfey Re
' giment under the Command of Col. Schuyler 
' to take Poffeffion of the* Fort on the Hill to 

' the South ward of the old Fort, and und er the 
' Direétion of the Chief Engineer, who were to 
' put it into the bcfi: State of Defence they 
' ... could : in which W ork they were employed 
~ all the following Night. 

* This was an effential Part of the De fen ce of Ofwego, 
but nothing was clone towards finiihincr it after the Winter1 

that Mr. Shi rie; left Ofwego. c 
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Fort Ontario3 and no i h anding the con-~A 

~ ft F" h (7. 13· an ue ~ep u on em from he Fort, and o 

' the 1 of! of the· r hief En rineer, ;v ho ;vas 
' killed in he r n he abou ten o,Clock that 
' Morning, ha a Battery of annon rea y to 
' open rithin 6o ards of i ; an ccount of 
' \Vhi h he ommandant of the Fort im!ne-
' diately fent o Lieutenrnt Colonel lv!ercer; 
' about twel e o'Cloc .. Colonel M re r fe nt 
' them Orders to e acuate that art, firft de-
c firoying their Cannon, Atnmunition, and 
' Pro 7ÎÛons ; about three the Garrifon quitted 
' the Fort and managed their Retreat fo, as to 
' pafs the River and join the Troops on the 
' W eft Si de \Vithout the lofs of a l'vlan ; the fe 
' Troops being about 3 70 were immediate! y 
' ordered to join Colonel Schuyler at 1 • .'1 Olt 

'on the Hill to the Southward oftne old ort, 
' and employed all the following Night in en
' deavouring to compleat the \V rk of that 
' Fort; in the Morning of this D· y he. large 
' Brigantine being off the Rock and tep ·red 
' a Detachment o .. ." about ~o Meri of the Garri
c fon was put on board her and the t\VO Sloops 
' in order to go out Î1nmediat ly, but he Wind 
' continuing to blow direétly into the Harbour 
' rendcred it impoffible for them to get out be 
'fore the Place was furrendered: 'J'his Night 
' as weil as the Night before, Parties of the 
' Enetny's Irregulars made feveral Attetnpts to 
' furprize the advanced Guards and Entrie' on 
'the We!l: Side of the River> but did no· 
- ' f C 'C 
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17 56. ' fucceed in any of them. On the Eafi: Side ot 
~ c the River the En emy were this Night em• 

' ployed in bringing up their Cannon and 
' raiGng a Battery again11 the old Fort; the 
' Garrifon keeping a confiant Fire of Cannon 
' and Shells on them from thence and the 
' Works about the Fort ; the Cannon which 
' mofi: annoyed tl:e Enemy, were four Pieces 
' which were reverfed on the Platforms of an 
' Earthen Work, that furrounded the old Fort, 
' and which was intirely enfiladed by the Ene
' my's Battery on the oppofite Shore; in this 
' Situation, without the leaft Caver, the Train 
' affifl:ed by a Detachtnent of so of the soth 
' Regim-ent behaved remarkably well. 

Au~· 14~ ' At Day-break the Garrifon renewed the 
' Fi re of their Cannon on that Part of the op
' pofite Shore, \vhere they bad the Evening 
' bef ore obferved the En emy at W ork in raifing 
' a Battery; and the Enemy returned the Fire 
' fron1 a Battery of 1 o Cannon 1 2 Pounders, 
' and were preparing one of Mortars and 
' Hoyets ; about nine o'Clock this Morning 
' 2 soo of the En emy paifed over in three Co
' lumns frorn the Eafr to the \Veft Side of the 
' River, in order to attack the Garrifon on that 
' Si de : U pon this Lieutenant Colonel Men:er, 
' on being informed that the Enen1y were paf
' fing the River and not knowing their N um
e ber, ord~red Colonel Scbz~yler with 500 Men 
' to oppoie them ; \V hi ch \vould accordingly 
' have been clone, bad not Co1onelll1ercer been 
~ killed by a Cannon Bali a fe\v Minutes after: 

'About 
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' About ten o'Clock the Enemy's Batte ry of 1756. 
' MortJrs was ready to play, ail the Garrifon's --v--J 
( Places of De fen ce either enfiladedor ruined by 
' tl.te confiant Fire of the Enemy's Cannon; 
' 2 soo of their Irregulars and Indians on the ir 
' Backs re ad y to fiorm iton that Side, and I 7 50 
' of their Regulars ready to land in their Front 
' under the Fire of the French Cannon : The 
'Garrifon ( which did not confifiof above I o so 
'l\1en) was in this Situation wh en Lieutenant 
' Colonel Lùtlehales, who fucceeded Colonel 
' Mercer in the Command, called a Council of 
'War, who were, with the Eng-ine{r, unani .. 
' monily of opinion, that the Works were no 
~ longer tenable, and that it was by no means 
' prudent to rifque a Storm with fuch unequal 
' _ un1bers. -

' On beating the Chamade the Fire ceafed 
' on both Sides, but the French improved this 
c Opportunity to bring up n1cre Cannon and to 
' ad vance the main Body of their TroJps withjn 
' Muiket-iliot of the Garrifon, and every thing 
' \Vas prepared for a Storm; hereupon t\vo Of
' ficers were fent to theFrenchGeneral to ynow 
' the Terms, he would grant; upon which he 
'tnadeAnfwer, that theEnglifhwere anEnen1y 
he efi:eemed ; th at none but a brave N ~tien 
' would have thought of defending fo wcak a 
' Place fo long, a~ain!l: fuch a il:rong Train of 
' Artillery and fuperior N umbers ; that tl e 
' Garrifon might expeél: whatever Terms were 
' confi!l:ent v1ith the Service of his mofi Ch ri
.' fiian MajeH y., 

During the ,vhole Tin1e of the Siege the 
Q_z Soldicrs 
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1756. Soldiers behaved \vith a remarkable RefolutÎOll 
~~and lntrepidity againfi the Enetny, exerting 

themfelves to the utn1oft in the Defence of 
the Place, in every Part of Duty; and it was 
with great Reluétance, that they \vere per
fuaded by their Officers to lay dawn their 
Arros after the Garrifon had capitulated, forne 
of theql being fo ftropgly bent againft it, asto 
fuffer thernfelves to be knocked at Head by 
the Enemy, rather than to fubmit toit.* 

Immediately after the Surrender of Ofwego, 
the French demoliilied the Vv orks there and 
embarked vvith their Prifoners, Provifions, 
Artillery and Booty for Fort J!rontena~ in their 
_W a y back to Montreal. 

From this Account of the Siege it appears, 
that Ofwego vvould not have been taken by the 
F ou:es, which the French brought againft it, 
without a Train of Artillery. 

That a Train of Artillery could not have 

"* Saon after the Surrender of Ofwego the following Ac
~ount of it was fent in a public Lctter to b~ laid before the 
Affembly of the M a.J!acl'Ufits Bay, viz. "that Fort Ontm·i~ 
"was abandoned after being fircd on with fmall Arms two 
"Days, without even baving one Cannon brought up to it." 

Reports were likewife propagated and gained Credit in 
/in gland, th at the 5 eth and 5 I ft Regiments confifi:ed of 
tranfported Conviéts and lrijh Roman Catholics, who, by 
their mutinous Behaviour, had contributed to the Lofs of the 

·Place ; this might be fhewn in every Part to be mere Ca-
lumny; but the ret1l Behaviour of the Troops in the Dc
fcnce of the PJace fufficiently confute it. 

Reportswere likewife propagated greatlyto theDifadvan
tage of the O.fficers of both Regiments; but their known 
eharaél:ers, and the Behaviour of feveral of t!hem, upon 
other Occafions, in his MPjo/fy's Service, as weil as this, 
~e fuJfident to vindicatc their Honour. 
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been tranfported there but by Water Carriage I'J56., 
acrofs the Lake. ~ 

That from the Behaviour of the French 
Veffels upon the Lake, and by the C01if(/Jion 
of the French Ojjicers then1felves after the 
Surrender of Ofwego, the Englijh V effels, 
which were aél:ually fitted out before the 
Siege, were of fufficient Force to have pre
~ented the French from tranfporting their Ar
ti/lery to Ofwego ; and confequently if the 
new Snow and Sloop Ofwego bad been in a 
Condition to have aéted upon the Lake, it 
would have rendered it abfolutely impraéli
cable for the Enemy to have brought heir 
Artillery to Ofwego, even without the occa
ponal Affiil:ance of the Whale-Boats. 

That ;1t ail Events, if, in Addition to the 
five arm'd Veffels, the Garrifon had been 
ftrengthen'd with Iooo Battoe-men, and with 
the Indt.{tJZS depended on frotn * Sir lf7illiaïJz 
Johnfon (aU which was the Force defign'd, and 
preparing by Mr. Shirley for the Proteétion of 
the Place) or even without tho fe Indians; in aU 
Probability Ofwego would have been preferv'd: 
But if in Addition to this ;Force, the Garrifon 
bad been fiill further ·firengthen'd with the 
44th Regiment, as it doubtlefs ought to have 
been upon receiving Intelligence of the Ene-
tny's intended Attack, that n1uft have put the 
Security of the Place out of ali doubt. 

And \vith regard to the Expedition a gain il: 

* Sir lVi !liam ']ohnfon did not proceed from Odondago to 
Ofwego as he was dircéred and had pro..rnifed to do. 

Crou'n 
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1756. Crown Point, it appears, that if the Provincial 
"--v--~Troops and-~ 2 Regin1ents of Regulars, which 

was the Force defiin'd by Mr. Shirley for that 
Service, bad proceeded in it by the Middle 
of July, which \Vas the Time when the Pro
vincials aélually begun their March from Ha!f 
Moon, and the 48th Regiment frotn Albany (in 
which Cafe they would have come before 'ri
onderoge in the Abfence of Mr. Montcalm and 
his 4500 Men, that were then upon Lake On
tart'o) they would, in aU Probability, have be en 
fhong enough to have fucceeded in their At
tempt againft the Force, which the Enemy 
could then have for the Defence of their Forts 
in that Quarter :--It is apparent, that the 
French had fuch Appre_henfions from Mr .. 
Montcalnls being fo much in hafie to deftroy 
the W orks at Ofwego, and return with his 
Forces towards Crown Point :-But if the At
tempt againft Crorzon Point had not been e.ffeét
ed before Mr. Montcalm's Arrivai there to 
ftrengthen that and :Jionderoge., y et it nl uft 
have drawn fuch a Part at leait of his Forces 
from the Lake, as would not only have prc
vented his making any Attemp~ againfl: Of
wego, but have put it into the Power of the 
Troops pofied at Ofwego and the Pafiès be
tween that and Albany) when ftrengthen'd with 
the 44-th Regiment and Companies of Battoe
menJ in conjunétion \Vith our rzchole Naval 

* Tho' the ~r4th Regiment was defiin'd at lafi for OfwtgrJ, 
which would have prevented its proceedin(T to Crown Point, 
according to its :firfi Defiination; y et, th~re were Otway'i 
and the Highland Regiments to fupply it~ room. 

Force, 
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Force, to have made a fuccefsful Attempt at 1756. 
/et!_fl againfi Niagara, if not againft Fort Fron-.._~ 
tenac :-One of the moft e1fential Points in 
the Plan concerted by Mr. Shz"r!ey at New 
rcrk for carrying on one Expedition againft 
the French upon Lake Ontario, and another 
a gain fi Crown Poùzt in 17 56 was, th at both 
A ttem pts iliould be made at the fame Ti me 1 

And Experience feems to have evinced how 
tight fuch a Proceeding would have been in 
this Cafe. 

The Defeél:ion of the Indt"ans of the Ft"ve 
Nations, thofe of the Mohawks only excepted, 
v ho now make but make an inconfiderable Part 

of their N umber, followed the Misfortune at 
Ofwego fo clofely, that it has been looked up
on as the neceifary Confequence of it; and 
imputed to Mr. Shirley by thofe, who have 
endeavoured to fix the Blan1e of the Lofs of 
Ofwego upon him: It is therefore neceifary 
for his Vindication in this Point to fiate the 
Meafures, by which thefe Cantons or Tribes 
of lndt.ans were loft. 

After the Lofs of Ofwego the Oneida Carry
t'ng-place was, from its Situation, the principal 
Pafs below it, not only for covering the Eng
lijh Settlements upon the Mohawks River, and 
even the City of* Albany itfelf, but for keep-

* The City of Albany is fo commanded hy circumja• 
cent Hills in that Part of it, which lies next to the Mo 
hawks Ri ver and lndian Country., that it cannet be made 
defenfible againfr the I.ncurfions of the Encmy from tha 
~1arter. 

ing 
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t'56. ing hold of the lndz'an Country, efpecially thaf_ 
~of the Onddas, 'l'ujcaroras, and two Cafl:les of 

- the Mohawks, and putting it into the Power ot 
the Englijh to recover Ofwego itfelf: one of the 
R eafons wh y the greateft Part of thefe Indt'ans 
have been of late wavering in the Interefl: of 
the Englijh is, that they had conceived art 
Opinion, that the French would, by their con
tinuai Artifices for gaining Ground upon the 
Englijh Settlements, finally becotne Majlers 
of the Country ; which bath given thefe In
dians forne Dread of them ; fo that the only 
poffi.ble Method left for retrieving the bad Ef~ 
feél:s, which the late Blow fuftained at Of
wego mufl: have made upon them, and for pre
:ferving them in a Dependance upon the 
Crown of Great Britain, was to convince 
them at this Crifis, that the Englijh were de
termined to keep Poffei1ion of their Country 
againft the Frenc,h, notwithfianding the late 
Misfortune at Ofwego, and effeél:ually proteét 
them, if they retnained faithful, or if ether .. 
wife, to curb them : The general Difpofition, 
which all thefe Indz'ans had lately manifefl:ed, 
to put themfelves under the more immediate 
Proteél:ion of the Engl~lh by preffing Mr. Shù·
ley to have Forts built for them at their re
fpeél:ive Cafiles, and garrifon' d with Englijh · 
Troops for their Defence againft the French, 
afforded a hlvourable Opportunity for doing 
this ; it was therefore of the greatefi Im
portance, after the Lofs of Ofwego, to have 

fol-ti fied 
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fortified and fecured the Pafs at Oneida as 17 s6 . 
.ftrongly às was poffible. ~ 

lt has been before obferved, that on the 
1 zth of Augufl General Webb marched from 
Scheneélada with the 44th Regiment, Battoe
rnen, &c. defiined for Ofwego. 

The * Commanding Officer at the Great Aug. 17. 
Carrying-place l"eceived the fi rH: News of Of
wego's being taken, and immediate! y difpatch'd 
an Account of it by Exprefs to General Webb, 
who was then advanced as far as the German 
Plats, and in the mean time n1ade what Pre
parations he could for defending that afs at 
Oneida, where there then was about soo 
Troops poited. 

He received Orders from General Webb, in Aug. '9· 
Anfwer to his Letter, to employ as large a 
Party as he could fpare in obfiruél:ing the 
Paffage of the Wood Creek for 24 Miles, by 
felling of Trees acrofs it. 

Sorne Indians complained to the Command- Aug. 20 .. 

ing Ojjicer at the Carryz.ng-place of this Pro
ceeding; which they obferved was ftopping 
the Communication between then1 and their 
Brethren of the Five Nations, and aiked, whe-
ther the Englijb intended to forfake them, and 
give them up to the French. 

On the fame Day, a few Hours after this 
Complaint was made, General Webb arrived at 
the Oneida Carrying-place, with the 44th Re
giment, and Part of the three Independent 

• 11ajor c, .rvm of Sir Trilliam Pepperell's Regiment. 

R Companies 
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1756. Companies of New York, and immediately 
"'-v--' fe nt out frelh Parties to affift in ftoppîng up 

the Paffage of the Wood Creek. 
Upon the Arrivai of the 44th Regiment at 

the Carryt'ng-place, there were about Iseo 
Regular Troops there, which, together with 
the Battoe-men, Seamen, &c. made upwards 
of 2 500 fighting Men; and ~ir William John-
fon was then 1narching thither with the 
Albany. Militia. 

A few Days after General Webb encamp'd, 
and an Intrenchment and Breaft-work were 
thrown up, for fortifying of which they had 
upwards of 28 Cannon upon the Place. 

A bout this time rtpeated Intelligence wàs 
1:eceived, that the Enemy had left Ofwego, and 

· were marching back towards Crown Point. 
Aug. 30 The Battoes at the Oneida Carrying-plact 

were ordered to be loaded with ali the Stores, 
Cannon, Ammunition, and Provifions, which 
were there. 

Aug. 3r. Ail the Forts at the Carrying-place were or-
dered to be pulled clown, burnt, and de
ftroyed. 

The Troops and ali the ether Forces re
treated to the* German Plats, where they ar
rived the Day following, and to which Place 
Sir l17illiaJJz Johnfon had advanced with the 
Militia, but upon Notice of General Webb's 
Retreat from the Carr)'ing-place, had difmiffed 

* The German Plats is upwards of 50 Miles from the 
Onâa'a Carryini-J-lace towards Schenellada. 

them; 
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them; and it was obferved that whilft the 1756. 
Troops were the re, the Indians freq uently in-'-v--1 
fulted t~e. Sentries on their Pofis at Night, 
by upbratdtng th~m with the lofs of Ofwego, 
and the Defi:ruébon of the Forts at the Carry
ing-place. * 

The further Effeél:, which thefe Proceed
ings bad upon the Indians is contained in the 
following Declaration made by an intelligent 
Perfon of good Credit, viz. " That he per
ce fonally knew many of the lndians qj' the Six 
" Nati()ns by feeing them at their Cafiles and 
" at Ofwego, where they came as Friends to 
" the Englijh, and had frequent Conferences 
" with General Shirley, and in his Abfence 
cc with the Commanding Officer of the Gar
" rifon ; that he was taken Prifoner at Ofwe
cc go, and carried to ~uebec, where he reiided 
" fourteen Months, and left it Oélober the 4th 
" 17 57; that during his ftay there he beard 
cc it commonly affirmed by the P'rench, that 
" the Indians, who ufed to be in the Englijh 
" Intereft, bad, fince the Lofs of Oftorgo, 
" and the Englijh quùting z'mmediatcly after
'' wards the Great Carrying-place at Onez'da 
" been joining the French ; and that he faw 
'' and jpoke with at ~ebec, many Scores vf 
" the lndz'ans of the On('idas, 'Tufcaroras, Onon
" dagos, Cayugas, and Senecas, all of the Six 

* The foregoing Account of the March to the Oneid.a 
Carr;·ing-plau and Retreat from thence is foundeu upon the 
Journal of thefe Proccedings taken by an Officer upon tbe 
~gt, 

R 2 " Natiau 
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1756. " Nations, whom he knew, and had feen at 
.c...-y-.J" Ofwego, rat their Head Quarters, and whodid 

" then profefs themfelves Friends to the Eng
" lijh; he further eclares, that two Officers 
" for erly of Colonel Schuyler's Regiment, 
" who were taken Prifoners lafl: Summer on 
cc Lake George, ~rhen employed upon a Party 
" under the Command of Lieutenant Colonel 
" Parker, told hin1 at ~ebec, that there were 
'' between three and feur hundred lndians of 
" the before-named Tribes among the Enemy's 
" Party, which took them Prifoners,'~ 

APPENDIX. 
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A PP END 1 X.' 

Extraé1 of a Letter from Sir William Johnfon 
to Major General Shirley dated Fort John
fon, 22d April 17 56. 

cc 1 Have agreed with a Perfon to build a 
" Fort for the Gneidas; and 1 expeét it 
" will be faon put in band : 1 am about agree
" ing with another Perfon for one for the 
'' Onondagos, the Senecas, the .Aughquageys and 
'' Scoharee Indians, who have ail applied to 
•c me for Forts ; 1 think with y our Excellency 
" that they are a necejfary) ans! will be found, 
~' I doubt not, a 'Very ujejùl Meafure.': 



The Declaration of James Crawford and 
Edward Brooks. 

J'Ames Crawford and Edward Brooks be
longing to a Company of Men employed 

to clear Wood Creek for making a free Paffage 
from Scheneélady to Ofwego, declare that they 
left Ofwego the 3d of July laft, that there was 
about fourteen hundred Troops, and about one 
hundred Carpenters there at that Time, and 
the Garrifon was very healthy, there being not 
more th an four or .five Men th en ill; th at the re 
was a ftrong picketed Fort on the North Side 
of the River Ofwego called Fort Ontario 
mounted with feveral Pieces of Cannon and 
Swivels, and v1as garrifoned with about three 
or four hundred Men; that there was likewife 
three Veifels in Lake Ontario weil fitted, and 
two more to be launched that Day they came 
away; in three Da ys after they left Ofwego the 
Snow then on the Stocks was likewife to be 
launched, and that at the great Carrying-place 
was twenty-four Cannon fix Pounders for the 
aforefaid Veffels which was brought there the 
twenty-fourth of July, and ren1ained there for 

Colonel 
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Colonel Br adj/reet' s Arrivai, to be tranfported 
to Ofwego. 

Boflon, Sept. 6th, 17 56. 

jAMES CRAWFORD. 

Enw ARD BRooKs. 

Province of the } Suffolk fi. 
Majfachufets Bay. Br;fion, Sept. 6th, 17 56. 

The abovenamed 'James Crawford and Ed
ward Brooks perfonally appeared before me 
the Subfcriber, one of his Majefiy's Juftices 
of the Peace for faid County, and tnade folemn 
Oath to the Truth of the above Declaration 
by them fubfcribed. 

DAN. HENCHMAN. 

Extraél if a Letter from Captain Bradfireet to 
Major General Shirley, dated Albany 16th 
July 17 s6._, 

cc THe 48th Regiment is gone from bence 
" to-da y for Fort William Henry; and 
<~ the New England Troops, & c. left the Ha!f 
'~ Moo1z Y efierday ." 
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Extraé1 of the Declaration of Mr. Kirkland, 
late Surgeon of the 5 rjl Regiment. 

" u P 0 N my Arrivai a~ Albany from 
" Ofwego on the 1 Ith of 'July 1 gave 
" General Abercrombie a particular Account 
" of the State of that Place, and the Danger 
" it was in of an Attack from the French, 
" having, before I left Ofwego, received In
" telligence that the French were colleél:ing 
" their Troops towards that Place; which 
'' Information was likewife afterwards con
'' firmed by forne French Prifoners, we had 
" taken in the Aétion with the French upon 
'' the River Onondago : I alfo delivered Ge
" neral Abercrombie at the fame time, feveral 
" public Letters and Accounts, which were 
" fent by me from Ofwego; upon which the 
" 44th Regiment was ordered to hold itfelf 
" in Readinefs ( with the Battoe-men und er 
" Captain Bradjlreet) to march for Ofwego at 
" an Hour's Warning.". . 



0 v. 
Éxtraél of a Letter frOJn an 0/Jicer in his Ma:. 

je)ly's soth Regiment of Foot, who was taken 
Prifoner at Ofwego, to Major General Shir~ 
ley, dated Dartmouth Dec. 2oth 17 56. 

tc THIS only I think my Duty to de.; 
tt clare, that I beard the French Of
tc ficers fay, that they were greatly afraid that 
tc the Englijh V eifels, which were aél:ually 
'' fitted out for the Lake and much fuperior 
(c to theirs (as they faid) would have obfiruél: .. 
" ed and hindered them in tranfporting their 

• tc Artillery and landing it ; and that they did 
tc not know what the Confequence would 
tc have been, if our V effels had kept out to 
" the Ea/lward, that they landed their Ar
cc tillery in Battoes, and that they confiantly 
cc dragged their Battoes on Shore every Day 
tc for fear of our V effels, and proceeded in the 
' Night on that Account."; · 

0 VIo 
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'Declaration of an O!Jicer of Major General 
· Sir William Pepperell's late Regiment, who 

was Jent by Lieutenant Colonel Littlehales, 
Commanding O!ficer at Ofwego, with a Flag 
of 'Truc~ to the Marquis de Montcalm com
manding the French Forces at the taking of 
Of wego, and was by him detained as an 
Ho/lage, during the Ratification qf the Capi
tulation, in thf French Camp, vizr 

'' T HAT he heard the Marquis of Mont-: 
cc calm and fevera~ other french Of
" .ficers declare, in the way of Difcourfe with 
cc him, that they took the Opportunity of the 
cc Eng!ijh Brigantine's being on Ground and 
cc the other V eifel$ being in Harbour to tran
« fport their Train of Artillery acrofs the Bay 
Cf in Battoes, which would have been next to 
cf impoffible to have been hrought any othe~ 
" way, as they afterwards found, owing to the 
cc Shore and the Situation of Fort Ontario, 
" w ~ere they beg un th~ Attac~/' 



N° VII. A RETURN of -Provijions in Store at ALBANY June I 3th, recei'Oeà jince, ijfued to the :Troops, Jènt a'way, and what remains in Store, to 19th June I7 s6. 
1 1 Il 

~ 1 Rum 1 1 1 1 1 !! 

~ ., ., '"'0 ' ~ 
Cl) ., Cl) ro Cl) Cl) "' v .., v .'"' "t:J ..t:: 

· ~ ~ ~~ ~e ~ % ] ~:R ~~ ~ ~ ~] ~ô ~.s JJ~ J.ll ~ ~ ~ Il~ Jll ~ Il :il . ~ '1~ ri; ~ .g ~ .g 1~ ~ llz 'êl 1&! a ~~ .8 
In Store June 13th --- z83
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--;:11381f-: 1-:13œ4{ 142!1~ ---=---= 11342 ~ ,---; .Received fince--- - 724 395 1 331 -1103
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12 241 -1 - - 3°1' -\28311225 n6!\ 136
1

\ 31 to7t Hi 53 zzj 22\1342 · 661 z 
Hfued to tl1e Troops -~ to 1 3 29 •1 - I 1 - J 2 - -~ -~ -~ -Sent to the Half Moon-- 146 846 . ~ .::__ 1

1
.::._ 294 i_7_1_:~ ~ --9 .::__· . 66~~ l86 8491 ) ·1 --1·95 i 71 231 -j 91 -1 66 f 

In Store June 19th--1 97137611719f 13fjl 31}IIzfJl47tj 301 221 .13 11J421 66 j ~l To his Excellency 
RoBERT LEAKE., General SHIRLEY, &c. . Commiffa~y .. 
















