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TnE contents of the following pages (with the exception of some notes of a. private nature, between Mr. Draper and Mr. Caron on the one part, and between the latter and Mr. Lafontaine on the other) embrace all the correspondence which has taken place relative to the possible approximation of parties, and of which as yet, a part only has been published. The.tuppression in question has had the effect of placing Mr. Caron in a position by no means agreeable to his feelings, a position which has brought upon him, from Mr. Draper and his friends, the reproach of having violated. ~e confidence reposed in him, in communicating to Mr. Lafontaine Mr. Draper's letters, whilst he concealed the letters of Mr. Lafontaine from Mr. Draper. 

As to this latter point, it may be observed that Mr. Caron, having to .orrespond wi.th persons residing at a distance, adopted the most expeditious mode, and, as on the one hand he had to deal with Mr. Draper~ who imparted his views to him, and as, on the other, he had to collect the views of th~ aeveral parties consulted, both verbally and in writing, Mr. Caron acquitted h.imself of this task faithfully, in transmitting the result _to Mr. Draper-on his own responsibility; had he acted otherwise, Mr. Draper would hav~ obtained the views of but one individual of the party. 

Mr. Caron then, acted in the manner most suitable, or rather in the only manner that e0uld attain the result desired by Mr. Draper. To be convinced of this, it is only necessary to take into consideration the nature of the information the latter desired to obtain from Mr. Caron. It was of that nature that he eould only obtain it by putting himself in correspondence with the leaders of the party with which a reconciliation was desired; and it was only after th.a receipt of the fir -t letter from Mr. Draper, that Mr. Caron deemed it right to mention to Mr. Lafontaine the preliminary conversation he had had at Quebec with Mr. Draper, (and which till then, he had considered confidential, as declared in his letter of the 8th September, 1845). And in what manner did he make it known to him ? It was done so in telling him that the letter 'vhieh he (Mr. Caron) had received was confidential, and could <>nly be communicated to Mr. Morin, and such other of his friends aa. he could count upon, a condition that Mr. Lafontaine fully accepted,. eince, iil his letter of the 20th of October following, he asks Mr. Caron for the copy of a particular letter in order that he 1m'ght avoid saying any thing in conversation that might disclose its contents. This letter, therefore, of Mr. Caron, of the 8th September, was the basis and foundation of all that could be undertaken for the attainment of the end proposed, and moreover, this mocle of proceeding was the only sensible course. Could it. indeed be supposed (and it was upon this principle Mr. Caron acted) that tllil chiefs of the party in question would be willing to enter into negociation with Mr. Caron without knowing the authority he had for asking the communication .of their views ? It is not difficult to give an answer to this question, and ~ 
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-view the matter otherwise woulcl be to make of Mr. Caron, not a mediator, the 
character in which he was known to act, but a spy; and the proceedings of 
Mr. Draper would not, in that casn, l avo been much more honorable .. B.ut the 
character of both was so fully established that no one could take th1s VIew of 
the question. Mr. Caron, then, in so far as he had the power, did all that 
depended upon him to respond to the confidence of Mr. Draper, and if he did 
not succeed in obtaining the result that both had in view, it will be seen by 
what follows that this was not his fault, unless, indeed, it may be justly 
l'eproached against him that he reposed in Mr. Lafontaine, a confiden.ce 
which he abused, when, for more than one reason, he ought to have acted in 
a manner very different from that which he has pursued, Mr. Caron having 
-only undertaken the mission in question in the interest of the country and 
of that party to which Mr. Lafontaine belonged. It will be seen by the sum
mary following the correspondence, whether Mr. Lafontaine was authorized, 
aa he pretended he was, to adopt the course he took in laying before th~ 
Assembly a part only of this correspondence. 

It is believed that when the impartial reader shall have read the corres
pondence which follows, and the remarks which accompany it, he will be 
eonvinced that Mr. Lafontaine had resolved from the commencement to mah 
public all the communications which might be made to him ; and the event 
has also proved that he had determined to disregard all those considerations 
which Mr. Caron was entitled to suppose he would respect. 

As to the authority Mr. Lafontaine pretends to have received from Mr. Caro!l, 
under ce1tain contingencies, it must be remarked, that even supposing Mr. 
Lafontaine did find himself circum,·tanced as he has alleged, it can only have 
arisen from communications made by him to individuals, who certainly did not 
either by their number or their stan-ling, fall within the conditions prescribed 
by Mr. Caron's letter of the 8th September. 

No one will admit Mr. Lafonta.ine's right to make circumstances of his owa 
ereat.ion the excuse for the course he has taken to accomplish ends best known 
1o himself. 

If the impression which has resulted from the debates in the Assembly, and 
from the publication of a part only of the corresponderwe has been unfavorable 
to Mr. Caron, this ought to surprise no one who consid~rs thn.t that part only 
which was unfr.vorable to that gentleman, and faYorable to those who wished to 
compromise him, was brought to light, and that not one voice in his favor was 
raised by his countrymen in the Assembly, to invoke what was due to hi~t 
pa--t character, or to solicit for him that measure of justice never refused even 
to the most guilty, namely, that he should not be condemned unheard-and this 
it is that has rendered necessary the present step in favor of an honorable 
ma~, :whose only rewet, under the circumstances, is,-the having placed 
nnhm1ted confidence m one who was unworthy of it. 

:Montreal, 10th April, 1846. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

(Extract of a Letter from tiLe Hon. R. E. Caron to the lion. L. H._ 
Lafontaine.) 

TRANSLATION. 

QuEBEc, Sept. 7, 18-:1.5. 
MY DEAR FRIEND,-T deem it my duty to give you in writing, thesubstance of a conversation I had some time since in Montreal with Mr. Draper, in which he intimated to me the de~ire he had that some of our friends should join the Administration. The following is the substance of it. 

As early as last summer, Mr. Draper, without being as explicit as he was on this occasion, had given me to under.stand that he vrould be very glad to see some French Canadians form part of the Administration, otherthan those who already compose1l it. He had mentioned Morin as one of the former, and at the same time intimated that he considered as impossible your forming part of it, owing to the personal differences existing between yourself and the Governor; he gave me to understand that there would be some me::~.ns devised of removing the obstacle, by providing for you otherwise. As to Mr. Baldwin, he seemed to be under the impression that he would be disposed to retire unsolicited, and appeared to be, indeed, possessed of some information on the subject. I considered all this at the time as merely confidential, and to be kept to myself, inasmuch as he had not authorized me to communicate. A few days before my departure for Montreal, I received from him a note, recalling to my recollection the conversation allndeJ to, and begging of me to inform him \Yhat were the difficulties that stoou in the way of a reconciliation, in order to ascertain whether some plan could not be devised to remove them. I answered that as I was about going to Montreal, I should there see him and give him an answer. Having accordingly met with him, he strongly insisted upon the advantages that would result to the public in general, and particularly to the Fren~h part of the population, by having in the Council of the country, persons knowing the wants of all, and able to provid~ for them. After having repreBented to me the injury which our isolated position inflicted upon the whole of Lower Canada, but more particularly our portion of the population, he told me that there were diffieulties in the way, but that we ought to c.onsider whether there were no means to overcome them. The first difficulty was to find situations for those who were to be introduced. Thereupon he told me that Mr. Viger co11ld be easily p1·evailed upon to retire, and that Mr. Papineau desired nothing better; that both these situations should be filled up by French Canadians ; he seemed desirous that Morin should be President of the Council ; but he wished at all events to see that place filled by a Canadian. He spoke of the oilice of Solicitor General, which, he said, ought to be filled by one of our origin, and who, although not formitJg nominally part of the ministry, would, nevertheless, exercise great influence in the conduct of aflairs.He also spoke of the Assistant Secretaryship, the incumbent to \Vhich ought to receive handsome emoluments, and. who should have, or be able to obtain a seat in Parliament. This was about all that he could for the 



2 

-:pr.esent offer to our friends, who, when i~ power, might themselves strive afterwards to made their share more constderable. 

Another difficulty which he pointed out was in reference to yourself.As regarded you, h~ ~aid that nothing would afford him greater pleasure than to have you as a colleague, but that as the Goverllor and your:;e1f could not meet, the idea of seeing you form part of the administration must 1}e given up so long as LorJ Metcalfe remained. in powe_r; but that it would be unjust to sac.rifice a man of your influence and ment; that your friends would be highljr eensurable if they did so ; but that this difficulty could easily be made to disappear, by giving you an appointment _with ~hich you would be satisfied. 1 understood, or rather he told me the mtentwn was t() place you on the Bench. 

As to Mr. Baldwin, he said little about him; but I understood, as I did in rnv first conversation of which I have spoken, tbat he thought he would' retire of himself. He said that there were other details, upon ·which he felt very sure that we could agree. All this was tolJ me with full permis~ion to eommunicate it, and indeed with an earnest request that I should do all in my power to bring about a junction of parties, and to induce some of our friends to accept of such seats in the Council as eould, for the present, be vacated for them. I cannot forbear telling you that I am of opinion that the present state of things cannot last. What is offered is ]ndeed little, but it might be a beginning of something better. It is very possible that I may not view the matter rightly; but it doe~ seem to methat the overtures made are worthy of consideration. I communicate them to you, that you may consider of them, and you are at liberty to -communicate on the subject with your friends, but this must be done \Vith: discretion. 

I am, &c. 

R. E. CARON .. 

(From the Hon. R. E. Caron to the Hon. L. H. Lafontaine.) 
~RANSLATION. 

QuEBEc, 8th Sept. 184·5. 
MY DEAR ~RIEND,-You w~ll re:eive with this, the letter I wrote you yesterday, whtch, although wntten m great haste, contains, in substance at least, a corre~t account. of what passed between Mr. Draper and myself, and also a _succm~t but sm~ere expose of my general opinions on the im-portant subJect wluch gave nse to it . 

. Whatever may be your _views of the subject, whether they agree with mme ~r not, I trust you Will do me the justice to believe that the motives by whiCh I am actuated are honest and disinterested • 

. , All that I intended to do was to communicate to you and Morin the ·1-overtures that had been made to me, fully determined not to urge the thing 
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further ; if you are of opinion that the proposed, or any other, arrangement 
which might place our friends in power, is, under the circumstances, 
impossihle,-should such be the case, I should sincerely regret it, but I 
shall submit and await more favorable circumstances. 

With regard to that part of the transaction whie.h regards you, I do not 
even allude to it, being of opinion that in your position, you ought to look 
upon this matter as if it had reference to another, and not to yourself 
personally. 

It is t1nnecessary for me to state that my letter of yesterday's date is of a 
confidential nature, and is to be communicated only to Morin, and ::;uch 
other friends as you can rely upon ; for if the proposed arraiJgcment should 
be without any result, it would be better for all parties that it should remain 
lJetween us. Write me immediately, and say what you think is best to be 
done. 

R. E. CABON. 

[From tAe Hon.~· E. Caton to the Hon. W. H. Draper.] 

TRANSLATION. 

QuEBEC, 8th September, 1845. 

MY DEAR Sm,-I have always put off writing to you, because I did 
not wish to write without having something certain to tell you as to the 
resutt of the mission I took upon myself at your request. Although I am 
not very far advanced in the businesa, I must nevertheless write to you 
now, lest my very long silence should make you think that I have failed to 
attend to a matter, which is certainly far too important to be neglected. 
Since my return from Montreal, I have thought much of the conversation 
we had together ; and I began by convincing myself that the difficulties in 
the way of an understanding though great were not insurmountable ;-and 
desiring, as I do, to put an end to a state of things ·which cannot last with
out serious injury to the country generally, and to Lower Canada in parti
cular, and more especially to that portion of the population to which I 
helong,-I immediately determined to place myself in communication with 
those persons whom I regarded as able and willing to assist me in promoting 
the object we had in view. But one of those persons, and the one on 
whom I most relied, has been absent since my return and came baek only 
within the last few days ; another to whom it was necessary that I should 
write answered me only yesterday, and ft·om a third I have as yet had no 
reply. Notwithstanding this, I should probably be now able to give you a 
decisive answer, but that those on whom the success of our plan mainly 
depends reside in the District of Montreal,-it is necessary to communicate 
with them by letter, and you know how slow and disagreeable this method 
of treating any ditficult and delicate business always is. I should certainly 
have gone to Montreal, had I not been so much occupied that the journey 
was almo3t impos~ible for me. 
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What I have written is intended to explain to you the reason why, ev~n now, I haYe nothing decisive to inform you of, upon a bus~ness which has nevertheless much occupied me. Things are nevertheless m progress, and though I can hardly say what will be the fin~l result of an undertaking in which I take deep interest,-! am happy to mform you, tl~at the few persons with whom I have had any communication on the subJect, see matters quite in the same point of view as I do, and are disposed to .lend their aid in removing the difficulties in the way of an arrangement vvh1ch they seem sincerely to desire. I have reeeived promises of support and~ have been written to, that it was right to assist me. Things are therefore m progress, and in a little while I hope to Le able to tell you more. But whatever be the result, I promise you that I vvlll be sincere: and th11t I will let you know the obstacles which may have prevented success. 

Men's minds here, moreover, appear to be much better disposed, and there is no doubt that a change or re-action is gradually taking place, from which I hope much for the arrangement and realization of our plan. If, as I believe the J)ew Solicitor-General succeeds in his election, this success will have a good effect and will be a proof of the re-action of which I have spoken. 

I must close my communication for to-day;-~nd will write to you as soon as I have anything worth while to tell you. 

In the meantime be assured that I will not lose sight of the matterand that 1 am: with much esteem and the highest consideration, 

Dear Sir, 

Your very devoted servant, 

ED. CARON. 

(From the lion. L. H. Lafoniaine to the Hon. R. E. Caron.) 

MoNTREAL, 10th Sept. 1845. 
TRANSLATION. 

MY DE-~R FRIEND,-! hasten to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8~h mstant, as well as that whieh accompanied it. These letters only arrived late yesterday afternoon. According to your wit5h I have commun;cated them to our friend Morin. In replyinu to your communication, I answer on~y for m~self, and I t.lo so, as I should have done, had my name not been mrxed .up m your conversation wiih Mr. Draper. Although the nature and the obJect of the conversations, in so far as I am concerned would justify .me in abs!aining f~om .the e:xpression of any opinion, yet, i; accordance w1th yoUI· ;.~sh, I thmk 1t due to the friendship which I feel for you, to express my opmwn frankly, but only on those points of your letter tQ which I think myself called on to answer. I should observe at first, that 
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I infer from the tenor of yom letter, although not stated in express terms, 
that you are of opinion that in the circumstances of the coun(ry, the ma
jority of each Province should govern respectively, in the sense that we 
attach to that idea-that is to say, that Upper Canada should be repre
sented in the administration of the day, by men possessing the confidence 
of the political party in that section of the province which has the majority 
in the House of Assembly, and that it should be the same for Lower Canada. 
Now, ifthis is your opinion, it appears to me that it furnishes you with 
the means of offering to lV[r. Draper, "strong and irresistible" reasons in 
support of any advice given in harmony with this opinion. These reasons 
naturally present themselves, without there being any occasion to offer 
them in detail. 

The present administration so far as regards U. C., is formed on this 
principle, hut as regard~ L. C., its formation rests on an opposite principle. 
Why this distinction between the two sections of the province 1 Is there 
not in this fact alone a manifestation of injustice, if not of oppression ~ 
The course taken by Mr. Draper, to obtain the results which he desires, 
appears to me to be unconstitutional. No one is responsible for the step 
owing to which you vvrite me; you are not charged to recognize either in 
\vhole or even in part the administration of whirh he is a member; you 
assume no responsibility. It was this which at ftrst made me hesitate to 
give you my opinion. Had it been otherwise you would have had a right 
to demand of a friend that he shoulJ give you his advice upon what you 
would have to do, and in such a case I would have deemed it my duty to 
reply to your appeal without omitting any part of your demands, and 
without fear of compromising any one. If then I answer you on some 
points, you must understand that it is not without some hesitation. What 
is proposed to you is a repudiation of the principle of responsibility in so 
far as applies to Lo\.ver Canada. Since Mr. Draper admits that the Lower 
Canadian section of the ministry does not represent Lower Canada, ·why 
maintain it 1 Why according to your principles not form a new admin
istration for Lower Canada with the aid of some one constitutionally 
charged to do so 1 An administration th m; formed would be strong with the 
influence that the support of the majority of our representatives would. give 
it, and would make that influence legitimately prevail in the Council, and 
in return wouhl give to the country all the guarantee vvhich neces::;ariiy 
results from the controul which public opinion would exereise over it. It 
woultl be then aud then only that you could flatter yourselves with having 
in an administration, to make use of your own terms, persons disposed to 
and capa!Jle of sustaining our interests. 

But it is saiu to you-·we only wish to Join to us some Canadians as 
Ft·ench Canadia,ps. From that moment, those who enter the Ministrr 
enter it not in con~equence of a constitutional right, nor by the action of 
the opinion of their countrymen, but only by favour, by the good pleasure 
of a Governor. From that moment as we learn by experience, they are 
without influence-they are no longer free agents; they are only instru
ments in the hands of the Governor, to do evil as to do good. If they have 
any capacity or talent, they make them serre woner or later, to throw 
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division among us. On the one hand, they soon cease to f~el the salutary check of the opinion of their fellow citizens ; on the other Side they accustom themselves only to consult their personal interests, and often even their passions. They obey only the arbitrary will of a Governor. ~~ you wish that I should cite you examples 1 Here they are :-Mr. Domimque Mondelet thought \Yitbout doubt to be useful to his countrymen, when under Lord Aylmer, he. accep:ed a place . in t~1e Exec~tive Council. We h~ve seen him almost 1mmedmtely denymg h1s past ltfe and afterwards votmg for the suspension of Judges Panet and Bedard, and acting himself as Advocate before that illegal tribunal, the Court Martial? Yet he was called to the Council as a French Canadian. It was under this title that at a later and sufficiently memorable epoch, we have seen Messrs. Debartzch, Heney, Quesnel, Louis Panet, take their seats in the Executive Council. They doubtless thought they would be able to promote thPre the :interests of their fellow countrymen. They ended by voting there for the suspension of our representative Constitution. In later times wve have seen Messrs. Viger and Papineau enter the Council by the same door. They have saiJ, like the others that they could be useful there to their fellow countrymen of French origin. Yet one of their first acts committed in broad day was to give us for Speaker a person that we may doubtless esteem, but who does not understand a single word of our language, and to oppose a French Canadian speaking both languages equally, although unanimously called by their grateful countrymen to that high office. We compl~in, and especially you of the District of Quebec, of the unjust division of the public monies during last session. To whom do we owe it T Under whose auspices has this division been made 1 Let Messrs. Viger and Papineau answer. And yet all these persons appealed to the fact of their being French Canadians as a reason for their accepting office. All of them had names better known than that of Mr. Tachereau, who, like them, only enters into the administration under the same title, and by the same door, with the best desire in the world, doubtless, to Jo good. The same fate awaits him. A little more division among the Canadians, with all its unfortunate effects; this is all we have to expect from a system which a Quebec journal has just sanctioned in broad day, and which I cannot describe otherwise than as a system of " office seekers." 

I am I confess to you, yet to learn what good this system ean produce. lf there were two names that under this system it could be hoped would exereise some \nfluence in the Coune1l, if there were two names to whi<"-h an administrat\on owed some gratitude for their havinu joined it, as Frenr.h Canadians, those two names were certainly those of Viger and Papineau-and yet now you learn from Mr. Draper that His Excellency is reatly to I give them their conge ! ! Is this in order to form a new administration for Lower Canada 1 Oh no! It is only to make a patc.hwo'H:{replaturacrel <>f an admini.stration that Mr. Draper confesses does not rerlJ'esent Lo,~er Canada, and that it is wished to reform, substituting for the names of Viuer and Papineau two other French Canadian names, by the aid of which it would be hoped no doubt to create amongst us a little more division than has been created by ~he first named. Since it is then proposed·to give the conge to Messrs. V1ger and Papineau, why not also give the conge to 
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Mes~rs. DaJy and Smith? Is it because the latter represent Lower Ca
nada more than the former? l\1essrs. Viger and Papineau might at least 
invoke the past in their favour, whilst the others have nothing but the 
present, and I leave you to judge what that is. Poor Mr. Viger ! If this 
is the treatment destined for him, treatment which it is said they are ready 
to administer to him, I am not surprised to see, so to speak, that the officers 
of the Government only speak of him with derision. Two men thus 
placeJ, thus treated, can they exercise a great influence over the deliher· 
ations of the Couneil, and cause the interests of their countrymen to be 
rt~spected there? If that influence is nothing, as must be presumed, after 
the avowal of Mr. Draper, how ean Mr. Taschercau who only follows in 
their \Yake, and to whom moreover the door of the Council is shut, expect 
to do better than them? What such a state of things \vould bring llS to, or 
rather what it would perpetuate, would be to aceept otlice at any price. 
What Freneh Canadians should do above every thing is t1> remain united 
and. to make themselves respected. They will ma1~e themselves re~pected 
in the Council, and will thence exerci~e the legitimate influence which is 
due to them, not when they are represented there only by the passive instru
ments of power, howe\'er numerous they may be, but when they shall be 
constitutionally represented there by a Lower Canadian administration 
formed in harmony with principles which public opinion does not repudiate. 
The step taken by Mr. Draper towards you is in every respect similar with 
that which Mr. Sullivan took towards you and me at Quebec in July, 
1842. It was then acknowledged that the administration of the day which 
was that which Lord Sydenham bequeathed to Sir Charles Bagot, did 
not represent Lower Canada. It was desired as now to add to it one or 
two French names only as French Canadians. You know all that followed, 
I have no occasion to remind you of it. The same scene is on the eve of 
being re-enacted, or I am much mistaken; unless, indeeLl the system of 
aecepting places at all price should, by accomplishing the wishes of the 
<>ffice-seekers, throw our countrymen into a deadly division and weakness. 
Lord Metcalfe is the Lord Sydenham, and his successor will be the Sir 
Charles Bagot. I arrive then at a conr.lusion regarding whieh you cannot 
misunderstand me. It is, that as regards the Administration, Lower Cana
.da should have what is granted to Upper Canada-nothing more, but also 
nothing les.3. This is the sincere expression of my views. If I am mis
taken, the error is mine. I may regret it, without doubt, but come what 
may, I desire above every thing, to remain at peace with my own convic
tions, which are my conscience. 

I cannot close without saying a 'vord upon my position with respect 
to my political friends. I have often said, and I again repeat it, that no 
personal consideration for me should prevent them from forming part of an 
Administration, which for Lower Canada should be organized, in accor
dance with the constitutional prineiples which ought to direct our conduct. 
I will never be an instrument to divide my countrymen. If an Adminis
tration should. be formed which commands my confidence, I will support 
jt with all my heart. If that Administration has not my confidence, but 
possesses that of the mgjority of my countrymen, being unable to support 
it, I would cheerfully withdraw from the House rather than cause division 
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1n our ranks. If, undm· the system of accepting office at any price, there 
are persons who, for a personai and momentary adv~ntage,. do not fear to 
break the only bond which constitutes our stt·ength, v1z., umon among o~
selves, I do not wish to be, and I never will Le, of the number. Havmg 
no desire to keep secret my thoughts or my political views, I permit you to 
make whatever use of this letter you think best. 

I am, 

L. H. LAFONTAINE. 

[From the Hon. R. E. Caron to the Hon. JV. H. Draper.] 
"TRANSLATIO~. 

QuEBEC, 17th Sept., 1845. 
MY DEAR Sm,--After the conversation I had with you at Montreal last 

month, I promised you that I would place myself in Communication with 
some influential persons, belonging to the French Canadian party, for the 
purpose of aseertaining whether there vvould not be some means of effecting 
an arrangement under which they might be induced to take a share in the 
-administration and to join the party now in power.-My last letter will 
have !nformed you that I had been endeavouring to keep my promise, and 
will have acquainted you with the causes which had retarded the conclusion 
<>f my negociation ; it is only to-day that I have been enabled to iniorm you 
<>f the result of my undertaking, and in doing so I will speak to you with that 
fi-cmknGss which you have a right to expect from me after the confidence 
you have sho\vn me. 

If I cor1·eetly recollect our conversation,-after having premised that there 
were in the two Sections of the Provinee two great parties,-your own in 
Upper, and that to which I belong in Lower Canada,-you insisted upon 
the advantages which would result to the Province generally, and to Lower 
Canada in particular, from the Union of these two geeat parties, the result 
of which would be a strong administration enjoying the eonfidence of the 
gt'Bat majority of the people throughout the whole conntry.-You ~poke to 
me of the mischief arising to that portion of the population to which I bdong, 
from the isolation from public affairs to which we had been for some time 
subjected ; and you shewed me the best possible reasons for wishing that 
the arrangement first mentioned should be accomplished in order to ob\·iate 
the state of things last referred to. 

When we came to examine the difficulties to be leneountered in 
reaching this result, we paused upon the following, as being those which. 
appeared to us to be the most serious :-1st, All the seats in the 
Council being filled, how was room to be found for those it might be wished 
to introduce into it.-2nd, Would it be just to leave out and to abandon 
certain infiueutial individuals justly respected by the party whose 8upport is 

I 
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sought f01·, 'and. who yet, from their peculiar position, could not make part 
of an Administration so long as His Excellency the present Governor in 
Chief should remain at the head of the Government 1 3rd. There are now 
in the Council individuals with whom the said members it is desirable to in
troduce could \Yith difficulty be upon friendly terms. Several other details 
were also touched upon, but as compared with the other difficulties they 
were considered as of little moment and easy to be arranged. 

This view of the subject is that which I presented to those of my friends 
whom I have consulted, and I must at once assure you that I have not met 
with a single one, who did not, like you and me, sincerely desire to see an 
end put to a division 30 contrary to the interests of the country ; all were of 
one mind as to the necessity of a ('hange, and agreed that such change to be· 
beneficial ought to be effected by means of a coaliticn between the two par
ties most numerous and influential in either section of the Province, and, I 
have reason to be pleased with the disposition which I have found to eu
dea vour to accomplish this object. 

The desirableness and the necessity of the thing being once admitted, the 
means of accomplishing it were next to be considered, and on this point 
even there was but one opinion. It was admitted as a principle, thnt the 
administration of affairs (so far as it belongs to the Council) ought to be in 
the hands of the two dominant partie3 in the two sections of the Province; 
that the administration ought no more to govern Lower Canada by means 
of a majority drawn from Upper Canada, than it ought to govern Upper Ca
nada by the aiu of Lower Canada; that any administration ought to remain 
in power so long only as it should be supported by the majority in each 
section of the Province, respeetively; it was said that things were as they 
ought to be with regard to Upper Canada, where the administration was 
supported by the majority, but that it was not the same in our portion of 
the Province, where the minority only supported the Ministry while the ma
jority opposed it; that there was, nevertheless, no reason why things should 
not be put upon the ~ame footing here as there ; and that this coulu only be 
done by making such arrangements that the party representing the majority 
here could join the administration upon terms honourable to them and con
sistent with their principles. 

No objection is made as to the manner in which the Council is composed 
a:r far as regards Upper Canada, the same apportionment of power is ce
manded for Lower Canaua. It is thought that the persons now in office 
ought not to form an obstacle to the desirable arrangement,-since by ac
cepting office under the system of Government now established, they must 
have expected and must be willing to resign, from the moment when others 
should, from circumstances, become better able than they to conduet the 
public business advantageously for the country. It is therefore thought that 
jf it be necessary to create a greater number of vacancies in the Council than 
was spoken of by us, the interest or personal convenience of those whom 
the change would affect ought not to be taken into consideration,-it is 
maintained that it would be necessary that the offices in question should be 
filled by men who enjoy the confidence of the greatest number and that if 
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this rule be adopted, the first difficul~y of whic~ w~ spoke, (tt1~t .offi~ding seats for those whom it would be desirable to brwg mto the admm1stratum,) would at once disappear. It ia thought that some one should be entrusted to elaborate and to settle the basis of the new arrangement, and to submit the names of those, whom it should be found desirable to include ;-while it is wished to give a majority in the administration, as regards this section of the Province, to the party which forms the majority here, there is a disposition to give the minority a .reasonable sh~re in the direction (~(affairs, and to see it fairly represented m the Counc1l-some names wh1ch have been mentioned as coming within the class here alluded to, would, I think, ,give general satisfaction. 

The difficulty whichwe both felt with regard to the exclusiop, under the 'proposed arrangement, of certain influential and prominent persons, who under other circumstances would of necessity be included, has been fully :appreciated. Nevertheless, adhering to the principle above stated, that personal considerations ought to be disregarded and the general good above all to be consulted,-it was subsequently understood by all, that it would be a contradiction of this principle to insist, as a condition of the arrangement, upon the a~mission of those against whom it was known that there existed objections wttich there was no hope of removing ;-it was thought that they might he omitted for the moment, without committing any injustice or appearing to s'lcrifice them, convinced as all are, that the persons in question will know how to appreciate the motive by which their friends are actuated, ttnd that they will not consider themselves abandoned, because those friends yield to a necessity which they all regret. As regards one of these per8ons Mr. Lafontaine, I am authorized to say from him, that he \vill see with pleasure the formation of an administration enjoying the confidence of the .country, and that he will cheerfnlly support any administration, although he may not be a member of it, which shall be composed of persons whose principles he approves,-! have therefore understood, and state to you at nearly certain, that the second of the objections we spoke of is far from bein& insurmountable. 

As to the third difficulty (the presence in the Council, as now composed, of persons who would prevent the entry into it of those whose service& would he requ.ired)-it is met by the same reasoning whieh has been suggested as that by whtch the first may he surmounted ;-for it is said that if there be found in the Council some persons with whom it is probable that those whom the interest of the country makes it requisite to brinO' into it, could not sit, it is clearly necessary that such members should resign their seats, nnd that in so doing they would do no more than comply with the condition to which they submitted on accepting office. 

What I have now stated must convince you that the conviction here ie, 'that the administration, as regards this portion of the Province ought to be reconstructed,-that any change made by introducinO' one or two membe.ra in the places of an equal number who should retire,t.l would produce no effective result,-would bring no strength to the Ministry, and would only isolateJrom their fellow countrymen those who should accept office,-that the 
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measure would be totally useless to the Government at the same time that 
it \.-Yould be very injurious (in a political point of view) to those who should 
become parties to it. 

I think I am not mistaken when I tell you that such is the opinion of all 
those to whom I have spoken, and this being the case, you will find no per
~on disposed to lend himself to the arrangement you contemplate, (that of 
putting new men in the seats of the two members who would retire) or, that 
if you find any one willing to do so, his services will be of no kind of use to 
you. 

Such is the information I have been able to gather; I believe it to be c.on
~onant to the opinion of the great majority of those who take part in poli1ics 
in this portion of the Province. The realization of the desired coalition is 
Rot without difficulty but it is possible,-·and if it offers the only means of 
putting an end to our troubles, it must be accomplished. If I could contH
bute to bring about such a state of things, I should account myself very for-
1uuate, and for this purpose, as for every other which may tend to the wel" 
fare ofthe country, you may always command my services. 

Trusting that you will have the goodness to pardon the want of arrange
ment in this letter, written as it is in the midst of a multitude of business, I 
have the honor to subscribe myself, with the highest consideration and 
~teem, dear Sir, your very humble and devoted servant, 

ED. CARON. 

[From the Hon. W. H. Drape1· to the Hon. R. E. Caron.] 

MoNTREA.r., 16th October, 1845. 

MY DEAR Sm,-You may not have observed by the papers that I 
have been rather more than a month absent on circuit, from which I re
turned only yesterday, and you will, I am sure, readily excuse me that I do 
no more at this moment than acknowledge the receipt of your's of the 17th, 
and thank you most sincerely for the frank explanations it contains. 

You will feel that some reflection is necessary before I can fully ap
preciate how far any exertions of mine are likely to be successful in bring
ing to a favourable result the subject of OUR conference. My heart is 
earnestly engaged in the effort to obtain a result so beneficial :-cot1tent 
either to share in the task or to witness its successful accompli::;hment by 
others. 

You shall hear from me as soon as I can pos3ibly devote to the subject 
the time its importance demands-for no one will better understand than 
yourself that while individually I am ready to make any effort to attain an 
end I consider so desirable, and for that purpose have fully opened to you 
my desire to learn what prospect there was of success with those witll 
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whom you are more particularly connected, I h~ve to :ecure, muc.h cooperation, as well as to enter into much consultatwn, w1th those wzth, as well as those under, whom I am acting, ere I shall be able to reply to you in the same spirit as you have so kindly addressed me. 

Believe me, my dear sir, with every sentiment of respect, sincerely your's, 

W. H. DRAPER. 

l NOT BEFORE PUBLISHED.) 

(From the Hon. L. ll Lafontaine to the Hon. R. E. Caron.) 
7RANSLA TION • 

MoNTREAL, 20th October, 1845. 
Mv DEAR FRIEND,-You promised to send me a copy of your letter to Mr. Draper, I have not yet received it. I should like to see it 1'n order not t() .expose myself in conversation, to saying any thing which · might make the cantents known. 

Mr. Draper has been in town since the beginning of last week. 
If you have no objection, I should much like you to communicate to Mr. Aylwin the nature of this correspondence, at least of my answer. Although I should have nothing to do with the reorganization of the Ministry, if that takei place, and that consequently, I am free from all responsibility in that respect, yet I think it is right that Mr. Aylwin should know my views on the subject. I assure you I should like also to have them com nunicated to Messrs. Tasche, Chauveau and Cauchon. I must, however, leave that to your decision. 
Mr. Draper ought to insist on the entire reconstruction of the Ministry for Lower Canada, or resign; otherwise his step is a blunder. 

Your's, 

(Signed,) L. H. LAFONT AINK 

[NOT BEFORE PUBLISHED.) 

(From the Hon. R. E. Caron to the Hon. L. H. Lafontaine.) 

QuEBEC7 24th October, 1845. 
MY ?EAR FRIENn,-The _Public meeting held here yesterday, on the subject of a ra1l:road between Hahfax ancl 9-uebec, having lasted longer than I expected, 1t was out of my power to wnte to you, as I had said in my note of the day before that I would. I acquit myself to-day of this promise as well as of that whi~h I made you some time .ago, of transmitting to you~ copy of the Jetter whwh I wrote to Mr. Draper, m answer to the communication which he had made to me, and which I have already imparted to you. If I have not sent you this copy sooner) it is that I have seen in the Pilot and the Miner'Pe 
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something which maJ.e me think that our correspondence had got wind, and 
that there were more persons in the secret than those of whom you spoke to 
me in the first in ~tance. I did not take offence at this, because l see nothing 
that can be found fault with in what I have done ; but as I was of opinion that 
it was better for the success of the undertaking, that the plan should be 
matured before it became too public, I have thought it right to retain the letter 
until the arrival of Morin, who has been expected here for some time, and to 
whom I wished to spea-k of the affair, and deliver the letter according to the 
explanation which he might give me ; but Morin not coming, and your note 
of the 20th calling upon me to keep my promise, I do it very willingly, 
relyi·ng entirely upon you as to the use you v:ill make of thi1 letter. 

Since Mr. Draper's arrival at Montreal, I hal'o received from him a note, 
ht which he acknowledges the receipt of my letter, which had reached him 
only after his return-he thanks me fnr the frankneit~ with which I haTe spoken 
to him; without expressing an opinion, he tells me that the subject is of the 
highest importance, and requires the most serious consideration; that before 
replying with the unreserTedness I had used towards him, he must take ad
vice and reflect ; that as soon as these consultations and reflections shall haTs 
taken place, I shall have a communication from him, which I will imme
diately transmit to you. 

I shall have pleasure in communicating to Aylwin, at the first "ood oppor
tunity, our correspondence, and that whioh I ha""te had with Mr. Draper; I 
have not yet spoken to him on the subject, beoause it appeared to me that it 
would come better from you, to whom I had addre&Sed mysalf, as to the chief 
of the former administration, and chief of the party v""f'ith which there appeared 
to be a desire to form an alliance. But since you wish it, I will see Aylwin; 
I wished to see him yesterday, but could not meet him. 

As for Messrs. Tasche, Chauveau and Cauchon, whom you mention in your 
note, it is from you or from Morin that the announcement ought to come ; 
when that shall have been done, you may refer them to me, I will giYe them 
all the information I possess, but I object to taking the first steps ; I am of 
opinion that the thing ought not to be concealed from them, it would be very 
wron~ to do so; but I have my reasons for thinking that the communication 
ought to be made to them by you, or at least by Morin. 

My letter to Mr. Draper will show you that, like yourself, I am of opinion 
that the administration for this part of the Province, ought to be re-constructed, 
and that Mr. Draper ought to insist upon the thing. 

Your's, 

(Signed,) RE. CARON. 

[NOT BEFORE PUBLISHED.] 

(From the Hon. L. IL Lafontaine to the Hon. R. E. Caro•.) 

TRANSLATION, 

MolfTRE.A.L, 26th October, 1846. 

Mv DEAR FRIEND,-I have received your letter, dated the day before ya.-
1erday, and the copy of that which you addressed to Mr. Draper on the 17th of 
last month. 
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Morin, who will hand you this letter, wil~ tell you .that it is not ol!r correspondence which has given rise to the articles m the Ptlot and the ]}1merve, to which you allude. 

The negociation with which you have been entrusted by Mr. Draper has reached a point at which it ceases to concern me personally. . I do not regret it for it relieves rne from all responsibility ; and as my excluswn from a new o;ganization of the 1\linistry thwarts neit~er my views nor my tastes, I ha,-e given my consent to 1t only the more :readily. 

There are, however, two points, in your letter to Mr. Draper, on which I must make some remarks,-

Firstly.~On account of the generality of your expressions in some part:3 of your letter, some persons might, perhaps, give it a meanin~ different from that which you have no doubt intended to attach to it-they mignt, perhaps, interpret your letter as admittin1,; in principle that a political party, under our present form of Government, ought to sacrifice one of its members when the caprice of a Governor demands it. If such an opinion should be entertained by some persons of our party, I wish to seize this opportunity to declare that that opinion is not mine. A political party may demand sacrifices from one of its members, but it ought never to immolate him to the rancour or caprices of a Governor. • 
Secondly.-The part of the same letter in which you speak of the equity of calling the minority to the direction of affairs, seems to require explanation. From its ·wording, it appears to me to contradict, in some degree, what you had already said on the same subject in another part of your letter. Morin will communieate to you the objection which I made to the wording of this passage. 

Your Friend, 

(Signed) L. H. LAFONTAINE. 

[From tlte Hon. W. H. Draper· to the Hon. R. E. Car·on.] 

CoNFIDENTIAL. 

MoNTREAL, Nov. 19, 1845. 

MY DEAR Sm,-You will, after the kind confidence you have plaeed in me, expect to hear again from me what, under all circumstances, I think -should be attempted, in order t9 accomplish the single end 1-ve have proposed to ourselves, viz., to facilitate the formation of a Government which would possess the confidence of the country generally. I have reflected again and again on the matter, with an auxious desire to el.Teet a goocl understanding with the party with whom you are connected, as constituting the m.a.iority of Lovver Canada Representatives in the House of Assembly. The tllness of Lord Metcalfe has prevented my laying the question before him. But the result of my own views I may fully lay before you. 

I feel sensibly that there are obligations which as a politician and a man of honour, I cannot throw aside as regard::~ others,-while, on the other hand, I feel free to expecrfrom others that which, on public grounds, 
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I am prepared to do. Now I am, as I told you, ready to make 'ivay as 
regards my own office. I do not value public life enough to cling to it, or 
to take any course but that which I can openly justify to remain in it. So 
much for myself. 

I have felt our Council required to be strengthened, and that the offices 
-of Speaker of the Legislative Council and President of the Executive 
Council might be united as a public saving in furtherance of my design •. 

The position of Mr. Viger, I feel entitles him to every possible con
sideration on my part. Every regard to his feelings and his wishes should, 
-and must be, (as I am sure you will feel,) shewn by me. But I will not 
conce..tl from you, nor indeed have I, that I have long viewed his retirement 
from the position he occupies as essential to the strengthening of the Govern
ment. The mode of effecting it is another consideration. 

As to my other Lower Canada colleagues, Messrs. Daly, Papineau and 
Smith, I can state to you what I be1ieve to be their feelings, especially the 
two former. They are not anxious to stick to office, to embarrass the 
present or any future Governor in reforming his Council. With .Mr. 
Papineau I have often held conversations, from which I feel certain that he 
would not hesitate a moment between retiring to benefit his c.ountry, and 
remaining to create difficulty. With regard to Mr. Smith, I have held no 
conversation with him on the possible question of his retirement. 

I can ans\ver for Mr. Morris and .Ur. Cayley, as for myself, that our 
holding office is dependent, on our doing so on terms which will 11ot c.on,
promise our characters as ic.dividuals, and will be of public service. If 
either of these grounds fail, we would retire. No difficulty can arise with 
either of us in making any arrangements for a good government. 

This being premised, I \vish now to put to you this question, to pre
vent all misunderstanding her~fter, and to enable me to act fairly in the 
matter towards those with whom and th1·ough vvhom I have to act,-as I 
intimated to you in my last,-" What oiJces \vould require to be vacated, 
or what changes made in the present Administration, in order to satisfy the 
just expeetations of the French Canadians generally, and to secme their 
support ?" I do not ask you to uame-as the time for such a proposition 
has not arrived, nor would this he the way to make it.. But if I can ;;tate 
distinctly what is expected as the siRe qua non, I am in a position to lar 
the case fairly before the proper parties, and to consult with them all as to 
what vve will advise. You will, I am sure, see I cannot otherwise act an 
honourable part to my colleagues. 

Hitherto our communications have been of a character confined to 
ourselves. From my esteem for your character, and my confidence in 
your judgment, and, from the high position you hold, I sought an explana
tion that I might-opening my own views-ascertain (if you felt right to 
communicate yours,) what prospect there was of a mpp1·ockement. So far 
our confidence I believe has been mutual. Your last letter contains a frank 
.and interesting expose of the general vie\v of yourself and political friends. 

2,. 
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I can now go forward the moment I have your answer; but as my course· 
forward is to lay the question before. the Governor and my colleagues ~ can
not do this, involving your name, w1thou.t fu1l consent, and, added to 1t, the 
expression of your opinion on the questwn I have put aa to the necessary 
changes. 

Believe me, &c. 

(From the Hon . .11. N . .JI,fon'n to the Hon. R. E. Caron.) 

TRANSLATION. 

MoNTREAL, 24th Nov. 184.·5. 

DEAR Sm, AND FrriEND,-Our friend to whom your last letter was 
addressed, does not intend to take upbn himself to reply to it, and that not 
from any motive of a personal nature towards you, for you know to the 
-contrary, but because in the present aspect of affairs, he thinks it proper
for him to abstain from taking any active part in the business; and he tells 
me that he intimated as much to you in his last letter. His advice, how
ever, I am assured, will not be withheld from us, and it is only after a long 
conversation with him that I write to you. · 

My first intention was to write you a long letter, containing the result of 
that conversation; but you know that for a letter of any length, I am 
obliged to employ another hand; I do so even in this instance, suffering 
from rheumatism at this moment. 

VIe thought afterwards that a letter woulcl afford a very imperfect means 
of communication. For this reason, in spite of the advanced season, it is· 
perhaps of the highest importance that you should come to Montreal, rn01e, 
even, for the purpose of having a clear understanding with your principal 
correspondent, than to learn what l\Te ourselve~ thinh:-if you cannot come, 
I shall be under the necessity of writing 1he letter I intended to write. But 
we think that in any event an interviev.- with your correspondent would 
<>bviate many of the dangera which attend writing, and would afford you 
1he means of discussing the subject more thoroughly and more amply. 

Our principal remark on the whole, is that your correspondent has 
changed his ground, that he has almost resumed, although on a larger scale, 
the position which he held before your letter; that he wishes to make us 
l'esponsible for a portion of the subject with which we do not interfere, and 
that he proceed::; still by names and exceptions, instead of placing the two 
contracting parties on a footing of equality, and of admitting that the position 
to be held by each results from the support they respectively receive from 
iheir friends. 

This is the best I can say to you in brief and in this form. If you will 
be so good as to let me know your determination, I will give it effect '\-Yhh 
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all speed, and. in all sincerity. If, ns implied in the last letter of your cor
xespondent, you are to be the p1·incipal in this affair, we shall rejoice at it. 

Believe me, very sincerely, your friend, 

(Signed) A. N. l\10RIN. 

[NOT BEFORE PUBLISHED.] 

(Fron~ the Hon. A. N. A!crin to the Hon. R. E. Caron.) 

MoNTREAL, 24th November, 1845. 

DEAR Sm & FRm~n,-Since the encloseJ has been written and sealed, 
:50mc one has conveyeJ to Mr. Lafontaine the following lines : 

" Mr. -----'s compliments to Mr. Lafontaine, and begs to inform 
"him that His Excellency the Governor. General h::ts received di::;patches last 
'' evening ordering him home-he leaves on "\Vedne::;day." 

Thus, it is, perhaps, prudent on your part to temporize, by restoring your 
man to the position in 'vhich you placed him. Perhaps, al..'o, on his side, he 
will think proper to postpone the subject. In any case, "\Ye persist in thinking 
that your presence at Montreal is very much to be desired. I forgot to infonn 
you that the rumor of the departure of the Governor was knovm from another 
source at the office of the P1"lot thiB morning. Is it the War, or a conviction 
that affairs cannot go on any longer, even in ordinary times ? 

Your Friend, 

A. N. MORIN. 

(Front the Hon. JV. R. Draper to the Hon. R. E. Caron.) 

MoND.AY, 24th November, 1845. 
l'RIV.ATE. 

MY DE.AR Sm,-I have just returned from Monklands.-Her Majesty has been 
pleased to give Lor~ M~tcalfe authority to give up the administra~ion of _the 
affairs of the Provmce mto the hands of Earl Cathcart, temporanly unt1l a. 
successor can be appointed.-His Excellency means to avail himself of the 
-permission, and to leave for England on Wednesday.-This may affect your 
view of my note to you, and I think it right to give you prompt intimation. 

Your's faithfully and sincerely, 

1-V. H. DRAPER. 

The last mail brings news of several thousand pounds for the Quebec. 
sufferers. 
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L NOT :BEFORE PU:BLISHED. J 
(Prom the Hon. R. E. Caron to the Hon. A .. N. Morin.) 

'.rnANSLA TION. 

QuEBEc, 25th November, 1845. 

MY DEAR Sm AND FRIEND,- I have receivecl your two letters elated yester
day ; they informed me of the departure of the Governor as to-morrow. This 
event, which I expected, and which could not have been delayed, confirms 
me in the line of conduct ·which I had proposed to myself to follow. I have 
told you from the beginning, and I think I have written it, that all I intended 
to do in receivinrr the communications which were made to me \vas to trans
mit them to those whom I considered mot\t likely to know the opinions of the 
party which it was de!'ired to win back, ancl to which overtures \Yere made. I 
willingly unclertook the office of a mediator betvveen the recognized leaders 
of that party and the aclministration, or rather one of the members of the admi
nistration, becauf'e I thought I perceived temporary difficulties which prevented 
these communications from being maue directly. I never understood that I 
was charged with the formation of an administration, and in fact I have never 
been charged with it, either clirectly or indirectly ; and I think also I told you 
that if the thing were proposed to me, I should refuse it_. and certainly I 
should have done so. On receiving the last letter from Draper, I immediately 
transmitted it without comment to Lafontaine, in order to know from him and 
from you what answer was to be given to it ; but as I foresaw what has'~hap
pened, the departure of the Governor, I was quite determined not to go any 
further in the business for the moment, feeling sure that the reasons which 
had caused me to figure in it were soon about to disappear, and that the 
present administration could very soon treat without any difficulty with the 
persons who alone are competent to make the necessary changes in it, I 
allude to Lafontaine, to you, and to the rest of your former colleagues to whom 
the satisfaction ~s due, and to whom it belongs, to say how it should be made. 
For me to remam longer on the scene would be to retard and complicate your 
op~rations, it is you, now, who must be applied to, and I am so convinced of 
that being the course to be pursued, that I shall write immediately to Mr .. 
Draper to that efiect. I act thus in justice to you, assuring you at the same 
time that if you think my assistance can be of use to you in any way, it shall 
not fail. you, and that you will always find me ready to help you by all the 
means m my power. 

According to these views, you see that my presence in Montreal would 
be useless, and besides, I could not leave this before two or three days ; you 
see al~o, by what precedes, that you have no cause to fear my spoiling things 
by gomg too fast or too far. 

In the steps wh~ch you will have to adopt, it will perhaps be of some use 
to you to know that m the letters which I have written and in those which I 
ha~·e transmitted or communicated to you, is found all that has passed between 
Mr. Draper and myself on the subject wh..ich has occupied us • 

. In the .first of our letters you ask me to make known to you my determi
natwn, I w1ll tell you that I h~d not formed any, that that which I might have 
formed would no longer be smtable, and that now I do not think it necessary 
to form any. 

I thank; y~u fo~· the. confi~ence you shew me when you say that if I am 
to be the pnnc1pal m th1s afia1r you will rejoice at it, and it i.s without flattery 
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and in all sincerity that I tell you that the thing can only o-o on well if con
ducted by you an~ Lafontaine, and that it is. thi~ c?nviction ~·hich has brought 
me_ to the _d~te_r~matwn not to meddle With It m any way, unless it be to 
ass1st you 1f 1t 1s m my power. 

I am, &c., your's, 

(Signed) ED. CARON. 

(From the Hon. W. H. Draper io t!te Hon. R. E. Cm·on.) 

Co~FIDENTIAL. 

MoNTREAL, 26th Nov. 1845. 

l.\fy DEAil Sm,-The departure of Lord Metcalfe took place this morn
ing. Although this change in no respect alters the opinion I entertain on 
the necessity of strengthening the local Administration, it materially alters 
the position in which I am and may be placed, and still more the powers I 
may have to effect anything benefieial and satisfactory. 

I felt it my duty on Monday-the day on which I had the fir3t official 
communication of His Lordship's intention-to apprize you of it, and in 
the same spirit I mention to you how I feel my position affected, as you 
have a right to expect from me the earliest intimation of every thing which 
may influence your own opinions and actions in this matter. 

Believe me, &c. 

1V. H. DRAPER. 

[From the Hon. R. E. Caron to the Hon. TV. H. Draper.] 

TRANSLATION. 

QuEBEC, 26th November, 1845. 

DEAR SIR,-I have received your note of the 24th. At the same time 
that you inform me of His Excellency's departure, you say, that you has
ten to give me the information, because the news may perhaps change my 
views as to the nature of the last letter you wrote me. The opinion you 
have formed is perfectly correct, and the departure of His Excellency must 
indeed change my position. 

You know that in the communications which have passed between us, I 
have not acted as the leader of a party ; I have only lent myself, and that 
most willingly, as an intermediary between those whom our party regards 
as its leaders, and yourself, in order to forward to them the commu
nications you made to me, and also to transmit to you their views and 
their ideas upon the subject on which we were engaged. In per 
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forminO' the task I undertook, I have not concealed from you my O\vn 
opinio;s, but they have formed but a secondary cons.ideration, and my 
object has constantly been to let you know what was des1red and demanded 
by the leaders of the party with whom you wished to negotiate an agree
ment. I lent my aid for this purpose, solely because I knew that there existed 
for the mom~nt obstacles which made it impossible that any communication 
should easily be maue directly bet\veen the admini::;tration and those \vi1h 
whom it was necessary to communicate in orJer to attain the de3ired 
end. It seems to me that these obstacles exist no longer, and cannot again 
arise, and consequently, that my mission must cease with the causes out of 
which it arose. 

I should, nevertheless, he sorry that you should infer from thi~, that I 
refuse my aid towarus an arrangement which we both Jcsire ; far from thi~, 
I am ready to do all in my power to faeilitate it, and to hasten its conclu
sion. But as you have upon the spot those gentlemen on vvhom the success 
of the arrangement mainly depends, it would be more proper, more easy, 
::tnd more expeditiou'3 to treat dircetly \Yith them, at the same time, that I 
invite you to use no ceremony with me, and to point out to me freely in 
what way I can be useful. 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Very Sincerely Your's, 

ED. CARON. 

[NOT BEFORE PUBLISHED.] 

(From the l-Ion. R. E. Caron to the ·Hon. L. JL Lafonlaine.) 

TR.A.NSL.A TION. 

QuEBEc, 6th February, 1846. 

Mv DEAR FRn:No,-I now acquit myself of my promise to send you copias 
of the letters which were wanting to complete the correspondence which has 
taken place between you and me and between Mr. Draper and me. 

I rely on your discretion as to the use you will make of a correspondence 
?ommenced with the understanding that it should be confidential. I do not 
mtend, however, to deprive you of the advantage which it might procure you, 
and I do not at all shrink from the responsibility of what I have written, and 
suggested ; but I have a right to expect that you will not make of all this a 
subject of discussion in the newspapers. 

I am, dear friend, your's, 

(Signed) E. CARON. 
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[NOT BEFORE PUBLISHED. J 

( F'rom the Hon. R. E. Caron to the Hon. L. H. Lafontaine.) 

TR.ANSLA TION. 

MoNTREAL, lOth ].\:larch, 1846. 

MY DEAR FmEND,-I am on the point of going into the country, from 
which~ shall not return lmtil Thursday e1·enirg. Thinking that perhaps you 
would hke to have, before that time, my answer on the subject which occupied 
us on Sunday, I ·write you these lines, which contain I\ hat I think of the pro
posal you .then made me to give publicity, either in my ovvn name or otherwise,. 
to the entue correspondence betvi·een Mr. Draper and me, and between you 
and me, since the month of September la6t. 

I have given much attention to this proposal, and I have done so with a 
sincere desire to be able to come to the conclusion which you seem to wish, 
namely, that of giving my consent to such publication; but I regret to say that 
I have not yet been able to convince myt•elf of the propriety of such a step, 
and of the advantages which might result from it. As to doing the thing in 
my name, I see nothl.ng which could, on my pmt, justify such an action ; as 
to ever giving my conr;ent to it, the circum:-tances and the understanding in 
which this correspondence was begun and continued, make me think that I 
cannot do so with propriety. 

I have not failed to reflect on the pretence which you put forth, that the 
correspondence in question having been conducted by me as an intermediate 
party only, ·was rather yours than mine, and that you have, therefore, a right 
to make such use of it as you think proper. I must admit that I would find this 
unanswerable if, in opening this corret:pondence with me, you had not yielded, 
tacitly at first and afterwards expressly to the condition imposed by me, that in 
case of failure the matter should remain between ourselves. Notwithstanding 
this, you may be right, and I leave you to judge. If your position is correct, 
you have no need of my consent; if you make the publication ht v1'rtue of the 
right you pretend to have, I rese1 ve to myself that of saying that you ha,;e 
acted without my sancli'on and against my advice. If you decide on publish
ing, there are in my letters several parts ·which should be left out, your excel
lent judgment will point out these to you. Whatever may be the determina
tion to which you come, I flatter myself our mutual friendship and esteem will 
not suffer in the least, and that you will consider me as heretofore. 

Your devoted confrere and friend, 

ED. CARON. 

(NOT BEFORE PUBLISHED. j 

(Prom the lion. L. H. Lafontaine to the Hon. R. E. Caron.) 

"TR.ANSL.A. TION. 

MoNTREAL, 11th March, 1846. 

My DEAR FRIEND,-Your letter of yesterday's date, was not handed to me 

until quite late the same day, that is to say, after the adjournment of the Court 
of Appeals, where I had the pleasure of seeing you. 
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13efore answering this letter at length, in the event of my thinking proper to llo so, as well for the purpose of rectifying some inaccuracies, as for that of as'erting a claim to that justice which is due to my friends and to myself; permit me to request you to inform me, if your refusal to consent to what you call the publicity of the correspondence in question, extends to all pos ible cases in which I might, in accordance with constitutional usages, especially in my capacity of Member of the House of Assembly, be called upon to speak of this correspondence, and if, in a case of that kind, you think you have a ri6ht to require that I shoulcl preserve silence as to the contents of this correspondence, so absolutely as to have no discretion to exercise in this respect, either in my own personal intere::;t, or in that of the party to which I belong. 

Your's 

L. H. LAFONTAINE. 

LNOT BEFORE PUBLISHED. J 'TRANSLATION, 

(Prom the Hon. R. E. Caron to the Hon. L. If. Lafontaine.) 

Mo~TREAL, 16th March, 1846. 
MY DEAR FRIENn,-After the conference we had on Sunday last, I think we understand each other perfectly, as to the use which you may make of our correspondence ; therefore it is scarcely necessary to inform you, in reply to your letter of the 11th, called forth by mine of the day before, that the refusal on my part, ·contained in the latter, to consent to what I might have called publication instead of publidty of the correspondence in question, does not extend to the possible cases in which you might, according to constitutional usages, and especially in your capacity of Member of the House of Assembly, be called upon to speak of this correspondence, but that it is distinctly understood that m such a case I by no means claim the right to exact that you should preserve silence as to the contents of this correspondence, that on the contrary you have full liberty to exercise in this respect a judicious discretion, a: well in your own interest as in that of the party to which you belong. 

Your's, 

ED. CARON. 

(From the lion. W. H. Draper to the Hon. R. E. Caron.) 
PRIVATE. 

MoNTREAL, 19th March, 1846. 
MY DEAn SIR,-I have just received your note of this date, informing me that in reference to certain communications, partly verbal and partly written, which had pas3ed between us in relation to the administration of public affairs in this Province, and the introduction into office of gentlemen, like yourself, of French Canadian origin, that you had, from the necessity of consulting with the chiefs of the party with whom you were connected, 
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transmitted to them my letters addressed to you ; that these letters are now 
actually in t?e possession of your friends, to whom you had sent them; 
t~at ~ou am 1gnorant what use they may intend to make of them, but, anti
Clpatmg t_hat they may possibly make them public, you felt it your duty to 
commUluc~te the_ fact to me, that, in case our correspondence should be
come pubhc, I m1ght know under what circumstances it had passeU. out of 
your hands. 

_Our co~mun~eations began by a conversation, sought for on my part 
w1th you, m whJCh I expressed my desire to ascertain (if you thought fit to 
:plaee that confidence in me) whether the obstacles in the \<vay of bringing 
mto office gentlemen such as yourself were not to be surmounted, and I 
said that unless gentlemen of opposite parties could place sufficient reli
ance on eaeh other's honour anU. character, to con verse frankly and confi
dentially on such a subject, there could be no means of ascertaining their 
respective opinions, or whether any "1·approchement" between them was 
possible. I understood you to assent to this proposition, and I then discus
sed with you my views as to the state of political parties, and the pos
sibility of bringing the French Canadian party into a position by which they 
would exercise a just share in administering public affairs. You made me 
aware that you must confer with others before you could inform me what 
probability there was that any result could be attained. To such confe
rence, however, I was no party-to this moment I do not know the names 
of the parties with whom it was to be held-nor, so far as you informed 
me, was my name to be made use of. 

The letters which I addressed to you, in furtherance of our conversation, 
wm·e, on my part, certainly written in the same spirit of confidence which 
as I understood was to govern our conversation. They were all, if I 
mistake not, marked in a manner unequivocally to shew this,-in fact, as 
strongly as is consistent with a proper regard of what is due, and should 
be left., to the honour of a gentleman. 

The course which your friends, in who3e hands you had placed these let
ters, may take in forcing you into the position of being a party to making 
that public which was confidential, and communicated in reliance on your
charaeter, is a matter in respect to which I do not feel I have anything to 
do. It of course, rests between you and them. As regards myself, l must 
observe that I never supposed, nor did you, until your n~te of this morning, 
ever intimate to me that you hacl placed the letters, wh1ch I audressed to 
you, out of your own control, or even that you had put it into the power of 
any third party to violate the confidence we had placeu in each other. On 
my part, I can assure you, I had i~variably taken care, in all communica-

- tions with others to which the subJect matter of our correspondence gave 
rise, to secure that your name should not be brought into question. 

I have felt it due to myself to make this reply to your note, that the opi
nion I entertain of the character of our communications may be known to 
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_you as soon as possible after I am apprized of the position in which you are 
placed with your own friends in regard to it. 

Believe me, &c. 

W. H. DRAPER. 

(From the Hon. R. E. Caron to the !{on. TV. H. Drape1'.) 

TETu's HoTEL, 19th March, 1846. 

DEAR Sm,-The object I had in view in the communications which 
have passed between us, was,-as I have frequently tolJ. you in writing and 
personally,-to make you acquainted with the views and opinions of my 
political friends, in order to see whether it might not be possible to come to 
an arrangement with them-in order to fulfil the mission I had undertaken, 
it was absolutely necessary to consuh the leaders of the party with whom 
I had to negotiate. As many of them lived at a distance, I adopted, as 
the easiest and most open mode of communication, the plan of sending to 
them both your letters and my own, as they were exchanged between us. 
It thus happens that the important part of om correspondence is now in the 
possession of the friends to whom I sent it. I am not aware what use they 
intend to make ot· ean make of these documents, but anticipating the possi
bility of their using them and making them public, I think it my duty to 
mention the fact to you, in order that if om correspondence should berome 
public you may know under what circumstances the thing took place, and 
how and why the papers that compose it passed out of my hands. 

I am, as ever, 

Dear 'Sir, your's, 

E. CARON. 

[Hon. L. H. Lafontaine to the Hon. R. E. Caron. J 

Su~DAY, 22d March, 8 P. M. 

MY DEAR FRlEND, 

I called at your hotel-you were not in-I leave with you a summary which 
I have just dra·wn. I have not read it a second time, expecting to read it with 
',YOU, po me the favor to return it to-morrow morning early, and to state whe
ther h1s mode suits you-I believe it is the best. 

Your's truly, 

L. H. LAFONTAINE. 
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(NOT :BEFORE PUBLISHED.) 

(F'rom the Hon. R. E. f'aron to the Hon. L. H. Lafontaine.) 

'TRANSLATION, 

MoNDAY MoRNING, 23d March, 1846. 

Mv DEAR FRIEND,:-Your a~stract of my two first letters does not please me 
at all ; the form whiCh you give to these communications is too solemn-to() 
little in accordance with the tone of mind in which they were written. 

I repeat it, I. shall regret the necessity which will have forced you to put 
before the pubh~ a corre.spondence conducted, on my part, without he least 
thought of Its bemg de~tmed for publ.ication ; bu~ if, in the judicious discretion 
that you have to exerCise on the subJect, you thmk proper to make my letters. 
pu_bhc, I prefer that they should be shown sue~ as I wrote them, although in 
po.mt of style they may not be what I would Wish, and although they contain 
thmgs whwh they would not have contained if they had not been addressed 
to an intimate friend, out of whose hands I did not expect they would pass. 

T?es~ things, ~hich you will easil.Y distinguish,. you will perhaps do me 
the JUstice to omit, not because I thmk I have wntten what is not true but 
because all truths are not to be spoken at all times. ' 

I am, dear Sir, your's, 

(Signed,) R. E. CARON~ 

(NOT BEFORE PUBLISHED.l 

(From the Hon. R. E. Laron to the Ilon. L. H. Lafontaine.) 

TRANSLATION. 

MoNDAY, 6th April, 1846. 

Mv DEAR SIR,-In returning you the papers which you had the kindness to 
lend me yesterday, I mu t inform you of the determination to which I have come 
of publishing myself and in my name the correspondence in question. 

Vffiat has pa.:;sed within these few days eauses me to look upon thi.3 step as 
indispensable, both as regards myself and in the interest of those who have 
taken part in it 

I would not have adopted this determination withput consulting you and obtain
ing, before putting it into execution, your eonsent and that of Morin, if the 
opinions of both of you on this subject were not perfectly well known to me. 

In making this publication I shall confine ffi:yself, of cour~e, to the ser~~us 
and important part of our correspondence, leavmg out the pnvate and fam1har 
notes exchanaed between us; unless indeed there should be some that you 
would like to b make known, and which in that case I beg you to point out to me. 

I would submit to you also the propriety .of ~eaving out of your first letter the 
part in which you cite, in support of the prmc:ples .you p~t forth, the exampl.e 
of several individuals occupying elevated statwns m socwty and for whom 1t 
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mirrht be disa<)"reeable to be thus dragged before the public, and that without any great nec~ssity, since your principles are su~ciently ~ncontest~ble to have no need of being sustained by the examples whwh you c1te. I w1ll do, however, as you please in this respect~-! wi~l publish the whole if you do not authorize me to leave out the part m questwn. , 

I am very sincerely, 

Your's, 

E. CARON. 

(Front the Hon. L. H. Lafontaine to the Hon. R. E. Caron.) 
'l'RANSLATION. 

MoNTREAL, 6th April, 1846. 
MY DEAR SIR,-Your letter of this day's date relieves me from a great embarrassment. Althotwh the correspondence in question appeals to me more than ever of a parliamentary public nature, I saw with much regret that you had latterly looked at it in another point of view. If I have differed from your view, notwithstanding all that has taken place in Parliament and out of Parliament, among the friends of the party to which I belong, * * * * You admit, now, the principle on which I had proposed to myself to act; you even claim a right to do it independently yourself-a risht which I do not deny you. I think, then, that it is not fitting to multiply details as to the way in w·hich you may give effect to your way of thinking, and leaving you entirely free, I note the fact that by your own admission I become equally so on my part, even if I was not so before. 

I am, very sincerely, 

Your devoted Servant, 

L. H. LAFONTAINE. 

(FTom tlte Hon. R. Er Cm·on to the Hon. fV. H. Draper.) 

Mo.NTRE.,u, April, 6, 1846. 
DEAR Sm,-The correspondence lvhich passed between us, and, as a necessary eonsequence, between me and some of my friends to whom I was obliged to communicate it, has lately given rise to some debates in your House; the nevvspapers have taken up the subject, and it has become the theme of public discussions in which it is represented as altogether different from what it really is. 

I have ahvays thought that the pub]ieation of this correspondence, \Vould he of no advantage, and have done all I could. to prevent it ;-but from the turn the businec:;s has taken and the state in which things now are, it seems to me preferable that the matter should appear in its true light, and should be judged of and appreciated according to its true merits and at what 
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it is really worth, and not according to reports which must be more or less false and erroneot1s. 

I am therefore now of opinion, that it would be an act of justice to me and ~or the interest of all tho~e who have take.n part in this correspondenc; that It e:houl? be at once publ!shed,-and that 1t should be so at my instance ra~h~r tba? m any other way. ~ fl~tter myself that you will coincide in opmwn wtth+~~' and that Y?U will gtve your consent to a proceeding which I had not an.Ic1pated and smcerely regret, but to which I am driven by circutnl5tances. 

In effecting the publication, I propose to leave out all that does not bear upon the principal matter ;-I have looked upon many of your notes as destined for my ~ye alone; they have never been shewn, and have ne\·er gone out of my hands. These will be omitted, unless you express vour wish to the contrary, of which you will please to inform me. • 
Waiting your answer, I have the honor to subscribe myself, 

Dear Sir, 

Your very devoteJ servant, 

E. CARON. 

[NOT BEFORE PUBLISHED. J 
(Prom the lion. JV. H. Draper to the Hon. R. E. Caron.) 

MoNTREAJ,, 6th April, 1846. 
Mv DEAR Sm,-I delayed answering your note of this morning from the necesflity of consulting some friends, as to the course I ought to take. A new feature has just presented itself. Mr. Lafontaine has, a fe\v minutes ago, given Notice that to-morrow he will communicate the correspondence he has to the House. I do not know what portion of the correspondence between you and myself is in his hands-I assume that all that has been written is not. My consent to publication is now quite unneceRsary, and I am, on the contrary, oblir-ed to ask you to allow me to make public any thing you and I have interchang~d, \Yhich Mr. Lafontaine either may not choose, or may not be: able, from npt possessing it, to communicate. 

I am told that it has been asserted that some letter of Mr. Lafontaine to you was sent or communicated to me, and that I answered it. I wish }:our a~thority for stating that you never communic<l:tecl to m~, either Mr. Laf~ntame's letter, or that of any other person relatmg to tlu.s matter, othen~'Ise than your letter of the 17th September last may be considered commumcation of them. 

Your ans\;er before the House me8t to-morrow will oblige 
Your, my dear Sir, 

Very faithfully, 

"\V. H. DRAPER. 
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(From the Hon. R. E. Caron to the Hon. TV. 11. Draper.) 

MoNTREAL, 7th April, 18-!.6. 

DEAR Sm,-Before replying to your note of yesterday evening, I must 
inform you that at the same time that I wrote to you in the morning to 
inform you of my wish to publish our corre:Spondence, I wrote also to Mr. 
Lafontaine, not for the purpose of asking his consent, for I knew that he 
wished for such publication, but to let him know that I had decided, under 
the new circumstances of the case, to do of my own accord, what I had 
before declined to permit. 

In a note rer.eived from Mr. Lafontaine, in answer to m;ne, he has given 
me to understand, that my determination myself to publish it, was regarded 
as an abandonment of my opposition to the publication of the eorrespon
dence by others. It is, in all probability, in consequenee of this mode of 
looking at the m:1tter, that Mr. Lafontainc, now consiJers himself at liberty 
to do that whieh he was not at liberty to do before, and it is for this reason, 
I suppose, that he has given the notice of which you inform me in your note. 
However this may be, I have thought it right to put you in possession of the 
faets, and to acquaint you that I have no participation in this proceeding. 

I pass now to the contents .of your letter. 

The portion of your correspondence which is in Mr. Lafontaine's posses
sion, consists, if I mistake not, in the following documents:-

lst.-Two letters written by me to that gentleman, and dated respectively, 
the 7th and 8th of September, containing the substance of our conversation 
at Montreal, in the preceding August. 

2nclly.-Your letter of the 16th October, in answer to mine of the 17th 
September. 

3rcUy.-My own letter of the 17th September. 

4thly Your other letter of the 19th November, being a further reply to 
mine of the 17th September. 

5thly.-The letter I wrote you on the 26th November. 

The rest of my correspond~nce which is out of my possession, eonsists of 
several letters written by me on the subject in question to Mes~rs. Lafon
taine and Morin, or which I have received from them. These letters have 
in fact formed the basis, in part of the communications I have made to 
you, and these gentlemen were the friends of whom I spoke in my letters to 
you ;-but you never saw their letters, or mine to them, and their names 
were never mentioned to you, exeept that of Mr. Lafontaine in my letter of 
the 17th of September. 

/ 
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I therefore willingly give you the authority you ask for, to contradict in 

my name, any report which may tend to induce a belief," that some of Mr. 

" Lafontaines's letters were sent or communicated to you, and that you 

" replied to them." The letter of the 17th September contains all the infor

mation derived from them, which has been communicated by me to you . 

That letter speaks fur itself. 

You are also authorized to make public such portions of our correspon

dence as you may think proper, and which Mr. Lafontaine may not wish 

or may not have it in his power to publish. 

Hoping that this answer will be satisfactory to you, I subscribe myself,. 

Dear Sir, 

Your very devoted servant, 

ED. CARON .. 

l NOT BEJ'ORB PUBLISHED.] 

(From the Hon. R. E. Caron to the. Hon. L. H. Lafontaine.) 

'11A )ISL4 TIOl'f. 
TuESDAY MORNil'f<J, 7th April, 1845. 

MY DJ:AR SIR,-I acknowledge the receipt of your letter of y&atarday, only 

for the purpose of preventing your inferring from my silenc8 that I acquiesce 

in the doctrine it contains.-I am, on the contrary, of opinion that you give 1D 

my letter of Monday an interpretation of which it i8 not _susceptible, and that 

you claim the benefit of an imaginary admission which is not to be found iu 

"lhat letter. 

This is not the first time we have differed in opinion, I wish most ainoerely 

lha1 it may be the last. 

In this hope I subscribe myself, 

t 0\U''t, 





ABSTRACT 

Of the Cotrespondence, both verbal and written, which has taken place 

between Jl-fr. Caron and .Mr. Draper, on the one part, and between the 

same and o~1fessieurs Lafoniaz'ne and Jtlorin, on the other part. 

JuLY 1sT, 1845.-Conversation between Messrs. Draper and Caron, at Quebec 

considered by the latter as confidential, and the contents of which 

were not communicated to any one previous to the month of Septem

ber following. 

AuGusT 1sT.-Some time after Mr. Draper writes to Mr. Caron a private note~ 

in which, reminding him of this conversation, be puts a few questions~ 

to which Mr. Cm·on states in a note, that he will answer in MontreaL. 

NoTE from Mr. Caron, memioning that he would go up to Montreal, and ther~ 

· give his an wer. 

AuGUST.-Conversation at Montreal, in which Mr. Draper requests Mr. Caron 

to consult his friends. (The abstract of that conversation will be found 

in the letter to Mr. Lafontaine of the 7th September.) 

SEPTE::11BER 7TH.-Letter to Mr. La.fontaine, containing an abstract of the abov~ 

conversation. 

SEPTEMBER Snr.-Another letter t6 the same, on the 1'\ame subject, anfl ex

plaining the first, and containing the following pa1agraph :-]need 

not tdl you that my letter· of yesterday 1"s of a confidential nature ; 

that it is to be cornrnunicatecl only to Jrforin, ancl such other friends 

upon whom yozt can rely, as in case the 1tndertaking slwulcl be w1"th

out rP.sult, it woulcl be better for all parties that it should remain 

bet'ween us. 

SEPTEMBER 8TH.-First letter to Mr. Draper, informing him of the business 

being in progress. 

SEPTEMBER 10TH.-Answer from Mr. Lafonta.ine. (In the meantime Mr. Morin: 

comes down to Quebec, and as well on his own behalf as on that of 

Mr. Lafontaine, gives to Mr. Caron several explanations, of which 

notes were taken and kept by the latter, which explanations, togtther 

with Mr. Lafontaine's letter, formed the basis of the letter written to 

Mr. Draper on the 17th September,) 

SEPTEMBER 17TH.-Letter to Mr. Draper. (A copy of this letter was sent to 

Mr. Lafontaine, at his request contained in his letter of the 20th 

October, alledging for his reason why he should have possession of 

this letter, the fear of speaking without knowing the contents thereof) 

OcTOBER 113TH.-Letter from Mr. Draper, acknowledging the receipt of that of 

the 17th September. 

OcTOBER 20TH.-Letter from Mr. Lafontaine, requesting a copy of the letter of 

the 17th September, to Mr. Draper. 

OcTOBER 24TH.-Letter from Mr. Caron, in answer, l'aying that no copy of that 

letter had been sent, because he thought he had remarked something 
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in the Minerve and the Pilot, which shewed that the affair had been 
communicated to more persons than had been agreed upon. (The 
letter of the 17th is then sent to Mr. Lafontaine, to whom the obser
vance of great discretion is again recommended.) 

OcTOBER 26TH.-Letter from Mr. Lafontaine, acknowledging the receipt of the 
precedina, as well as of Mr. Draper's ans\\Ter of the 16th October, and 
says-that what appeared in the .Minerve and the P1'lot had no refer
ence to the affair in question. (About this time the Editor of the Pilot 
comes to Quebec, and tells Mr. Caron that he has seen all the corret>
pondence.) 

NovEMBER 19Tn.-Second letter from Mr. Draper, in ans•ver to that of the 17th 
September, and promised in his letter of the 16th of October previous, 
which was not marJ-ed either private or confidential ; this letter of the 
19th :Kovember, marked confidential, is sent, like the other, to Mr. 
Lafontaine. 

I 

NovEMBER 24TH.-Letter from Mr. Morin, announ ing that Mr. Lafontaine 
withdraws himself from the affair-he promises a long letter which 
has not been sent-makes some observations on Mr. Draper's letter
begs Mr. Caron to come to Montreal, for the purpose of having an 
explanation with his correspondent-wishes to know what decision 
Mr. Caron has come to, without speaking of his own, which he re
Mrves to himself the right of giYin~ afterwards, and promises that 
although Mr. Lafontaine had withdrawn from the affair) his advice 
would not be withheld. 

NoVEMBER 24.-Another Letter from Mr. Morin announcing the departure of the 
Governor Lord Metcalfe, recommends prudence in conf'equence of 
this event, and again urges Mr. Caron to come to Montreal. 

Nov£MBER 24.-Note from Mr. Draper announcing also the departure of Lord 
Metcalfe, and saying that he gives this information in case this event 
should have the eiiect of changing Mr. Caron's opinions on the subject 
of the correspondence which had previously taken place. 

NovEMBER 25.-Letter from Mr. Caron to Mr. Morin announcing that Mr. Caron's 
mission is ended, that he informs Mr. Draper thereof, and that he will 
not go to Montreal. 

Nov:t11IBER 26.-Letter to Mr. Draper informing him that Mr. Caron withdraws 
from the affair, and referring him to the leaders of the party who have 
been consulted, in Montreal. 

FEBRUARY 19, 1846.-Note to Mr. Lafontaine accompanying copy of some parts 
of the correspondence which was not in his possession and which 
he had requested. Mr. Caron tells him that he relies on his discretion 
as to the use he will make of the letters to him transmitted, 

MARcn.-Mr. Caron meets in Montreal, in the Court House, Mr. Lafontaine 
who at once gives him to understand that he proposes publishing the 
correspondence. Mr. Caron expresses his surprise, and to come toan 
understanding on that point, an appointment is agreed upon for the 
next day at Mr. Lafontaine's, at which Mr. Morin was to be present. 
Mr. Caron proceeded the next day to the place appointed, and met 
Messrs. Lafontaine and Morin. Mr. Lafontaine appeared at once pre
pared without any previous consultation to write the order and the 
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mode in which the publication was to be made. Objection on Mr. 

Caron's part pretending : 

lo. That he denied the right to publish without his consent. 

2o. That he would refuse to give that consent until it was shown to 

him-first that he could do it without impropriety and in justice to the 

other party, and secondly that the country would be benefitted there

from. The reasons offered by Messrs. Lafontaine and Morin appear

ed insufficient; ho,vever, Mr. Caron promised to consider of the mat

ter, and to give his answer thereafter. 

MARCH 10.-Letter to Mr. Lafontaine containing that answer which was in the 

negative ; containing the reasons of such refusal, saying that if the 

publication takes place in virtue of the right which Me:Ssrs. Lafontaine 

and Morin assume to have so to do as principals, in the correspon

dence, while Mr. Caorn was but their agent (pretention put forth in 

the above mentioned conversation), he Mr. Caron reserved to himself 

the right to say that the thing had been done without his consent and 

against his advice. 

MARCH 11th.-Letter from Mr. Lafontaine announcing a more lengthy ans1ter to 

rectify certain inaccw:ades, and claim the justice due to lds friends 

and himself. In this letter it is asked whether that refusal on the part 

of Mr. Caron to consent to the publication of the correspondence ex

tends to all possible casf!s in which he (Mr. Lafontaine) might, acr

cording to constitutional usages, and particularly in his capacity of 

Member of the House, be CALLED UPON to speak of that correspon

dence. 

MARCH 14TH.-A Note to Mr. Lafontaine, in answer to the above by which 

likewise some extracts of letters and some explanations were asked, 

says that Mr. Caron, will willingly give the e4traets and explanations 

asked for, and offering a second interview for the purpose of endeavour

ing to come, once for all, to an understanding. That interview takes 

place at Mr. Caron's the next day but one in Mr. Morin's presence. 

Mr. Cm·on, expresses a desire to know what was meant by "!ossible 

cases," " constitutional usages," &c., which vvere mentione in Mr. 

Lafontaine's letter of the 11th. The tenure of the answer was· that 

those cases could not be easily anticipated, and might arise at any time 

from various unforeseen events. One of the cases cited was in the 

event of Mr. Draper himself, mentioning the correspondence, or other

wise giving publicity to the same. Mr. Caron having reason to be

lieve that the other cases were of a similar nature, answered that he 

certainly would not expect to force them to remain silent in the case 

cited, nor any other similar case. Whereupon it was proposed by Mr. 

Lafontaine to Mr. Caron, to withdraw his letter of the lOth March. 

The answer of the letter to this proposal \vas that he would think 

about it, and that if he did not withdraw his letter, he would furnish a 

written answer to Mr. Lafontaine's letter of the 11th March. 

MARCH 16TH.-Letter to Mr. Lafontai.ne, containing the promised answer to his 

letter of the 11th, mentions the conver~ation which had taken place, 

and says, that his refusal to consent to the publication of the cor

respondence, (refusal comprised in Mr. Caron's letter of the lOth 

March,) does not e:r:tend to possible cases in 1.chich you may in ac

cm·dance 'lVith constitutional usages, and especially in your capacity 

of Member ofthe House of Assernbly, be called upon to speak of that 
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correspondence, but that it is distinctly understood that in such caus, 
I, by no means claim the r'i'ght to exact that you should preserve 
silence as to the contents oftlwl correspondence, that on the contrary 
yon have full liberty to CX'!rcise in this respect a judicious d1'scretion 
as well in your own 'interest as in that of the party to which you 
belong. 

MARCH 19rn.-Letter from Mr. Draper in answer to the preceding, in whiclt 
he complains strongly of his letters having been transmitted to third 
persons without his consent. 

MARCH 19nr.-Letter from Mr Caron to Mr. Draper, infonning him that some 
of his letters and of Mr. Caron's letters had been sent to the friend.5 
whom the latter had consulted, saying that he h::td considered this 
mocl.e of communication the easieEt, owing to his residing at a dis
t<mce, and adding that he does not know what use they will make 
of them; but that he thinks it his duty to give him this notice, in 
order that, in 1he event of these letters being m<::de public, he (Mr. 
Draper) may know how and why they have gone out of his (Mr. 
Caron'B) hands. 

MARCH 22xn.-Note from Mr. Lafontainc, left at Mr. Caron's lodgings late in 
the eYening, with an abstract prepared by Mr. Lafontaine, contain
ing the summary of 1lr. Caron's two letters, dated the 7th and 8th of 
Septemberr; the note saying that he (Mr. Lafontaine) had come to 
read this abstract with Mr. Caron; that not finding him, he left it for 
him, and begging him to return it to him, if it suited, early on the 
jollo1n'ng morning, and adding that the form adopted appeared to 
him the besL 

~'l:Ancn 23nn.-Letter from Mr. Caron to Mr. Lafontaine; his abstract is 
returned to him with a remark that it does not please at all; it ie 
addecl, that if in virtue of the judidou.s discret'i'on that it has been 
admitted he has a right to exercise in the possible cases in which he 
might be ca.llecl upon to speak, cfc. he thought proper to publish the 
correspondence, Mr. Caron preferred its being publi:;hed as it had 
been written, but intimating his wi~>h that certain parts of these 
letters should be withheld from publication, not because he thought 
he had written what was not true, but because all truths are not to be 
spoken at all times. 

At this period the ne>vspapers announced that the Members of 
the House of Assembly, supporting the administration had met to
gether ; that the corret:pondence had been communicated and ex
plained to them ; that there had also been a meeting of the Members 
of the opposition at which the letters in Mr. Lafontain's possession had 
been read ; in these same newspapers there were reports on the sub
ject more or less fal~e and ridiculout::, and things were repre!"ented 
generally quite different frcm what they really were ; for these rea
sons Mr. Caron, •vho was the only one of all the parties in possesFiion 
of all the papers compo~ing this correspondence, thought, that in jus
tice to himFelf and for the intere::;t of all1hose who had taken part in 
it he ought to publi&h it entire, and with this view on 

APRIL 5ni.-He wrote to Mr. Lafontaine a note requesting him to send him the 
copies of his letters of the 7th and 8th September, the copies which 
he had not being altogether correct, nor agreeing with those in the 

/ 
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bands of Mr. Lafontaine, who · sent him copies of tllese letters. 

immediately, ·without comment. 

Mr. Caron knowing that he ought not to publi~>h without the sanc

tion of the other parties to the correspondence wrote to 1\Ir. Lafontaine 

not to a.;k his conse:1t to a Pl:lblication, which ~e has been requesting 

a long hme, but upon returnmg the papers whiCh he had lent to him 

Mr. Caron addressed to him his letter of ' 

.APRIL 6TH, informing him, that owing to the naw circumstances \Thich had 

since occurred, he had determined to effect in hili own name the desired 

publication. Mr. Caron adds that he does not ask for hie) consent 

or that of Mr. Morin, because he knows their opinion on the matter 

says that he will take care to omit such notes a.i are of a priTate ami 

friendly nature, unless Mr. Lafontaine wiqheli! the contrary, and Mr. 

Caron submits to Mr. La.fonta.ine the proprietv Gf leaving out of his 

first letter (Mr. Lafontaine's letter of the lOth s~pt.) the names of 

several Tery respectable per80ns who arQ- ~amed in that letter without 

much neeessity, and for lfhom it woald b6 ~pleasQt to be so brought 

before the publie. 

A.JoNJ, OTH.-Letter from Mr. Laionta.ine in answer to the a.boT~ys that the 

letter ju1t received from Mr. Ca.ron, relieve• him from a great embarras&

ment ; the correspondence seems to him more than ever of a public par

liamentarv nature; 1aw with 11tuch ftEORaT that Mr. Caron, oflale , lwd 

coMidued it on a dijfuent point of t:ieto; if he httd ltitherto def,rred 

to Mr. Ct!trON-'1 wav of viewing the maller, notwil!l$landing all that 

had taken place in PC6liame7tt and elst.t.Dhere, among the friends of 

the party to whom he (Mr. Lafontaine) belonged, it is upon that 

point that he would not hesitate one rnoment to refer to himself (Mr. 

Caron). Mr. Lafontaine adds that 11r. Caron, now admits the principle 

upon which he (Mr. Lafontaine) had intended to act; that Mr. Caron 

argues even on his n"ght to do io indPpendenll1J of himself, right that 

Mr. Lafonta.ine does not dany to Mr. Cttron. Mr. Lafontaine is in con

~quence of opinion that it i! useless to IT'ultiply the details as to the 

manner in which Mr. Caron mi~ht giTe effect to his manner of seeing 

it Mr. Lafontaine, leaving M. Caron entirely free, he (Mr. Lafontaine,} 

n~tes the fa.ct that he, Mr. Lafontaine, upon Mr. Caron's ovrn acknow

ledgemeont, becomes· free on his side, if he, !fr. Lafontaino, had not 

already been so . 

.!niL eTa.-Letter to Mr. Draper, specifying the reasona which Mr. Caron has 

for publish.ing the letteril. ~r. Caron, hop~s that Mr. Draper, ::vil~ be 

of h.ia opimon, and that he mll not refuse hts assent to the pubhcatwn. 

Ann. &rH.-Latter from Mr. Draper, ~Y• that Mr. Lafonta.ine has given notice 

in the Houae, that on the day followiug he would read the corro -

pondence ; ~tays that for t~at reason, the consent asked for is no lon

ger required, but ash for himself, (Mr. Draper,) Mr. Ca:on'l5 leave to 

publish such part of the correspondence as Mr. Lafontame, could not 

or would not publish, and also to contradict a report in circulation to 

the effect, that Mr. Lafontaine's letters had been sant to Mr. Draper, 

and that he (Mr. Draper,) had 8.Il8Wered them. 

A!tMit 7TH.-Letter to Mr. Draper, in answer to the for~~ing. Mr. Caron, 

informe him that the day preTioue he wrote to Mr. Wontaine, to let 

bim know tut he (Mr. Ca.roo.,) wu determined to publ.OO, that from 
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a note received from Mr. Lafontaine, (of the 6th March,) it would 
seem that that gentleman had taken the information as a permission to 
publish himself such part of the correspondence as was in his posses
sion; that it was probably for that reason that Mr. Lafontaine, had 
given the notice in question, and Mr. Caron, informed Mr. Draper, 
that he participated in nowise to that proceeding. In reference to 
what Mr. Draper had said that he knew not what part of the corres
pondence was in Mr. Lafontaine's possession, Mr. Caron, gives a list of 
the papers which he believes to be in Mr. Lafontaine's hands, and 
grants to Mr. Draper the authority required. 

APRIL 7TH.-Letter of Mr. Caron to Mr. Lafontaine, acknowledging the receipt 
of his letter of the day previous, protesting against the interpretation 
he gives to Mr. Caron's letter of the same date, and tells him that he 
Mr. Lafontaine has taken acte of an imaginary avowal contained 
in Mr. Caron's letter. 

I 




