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THE 

PREFACE. 

A ) the following Jhort Treatifl was hafli!y 
wrote, it may probably appear incorreél 
to the Judicious, but as the Dejign was 

to reprejènt the Value and Importance of the 
Northern Colonies to this Kingdom, 1 hope it 
will anfioer my Intentions if protnoting the 
pub lie Good. 

'Iheir Trade and Produce have not hithert~ 
been properly encouraged, a/tho' the:'r Utility may 

be e9:fily comprehended ; a final! Bounty 011 tbt . 
Je'(] oral rough fvfaterials they are capable of 
ra~jing, and jhipping Home, would foon ena
ble them to {upplv the Nation with a Variett 
of Articles, in Return for its Manufaélures-~ 
whz'ch are now purchajèd of Foreigners with 
Cafh, and imported in their Ships. 

7'11~ 
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The Settling if Nova Scotia ~will in a fiw 
Years render the pr~(ent lnhabitants induf
trious and u_(~ful, wbereby it 111ay be jzijl!y 
accountëd a mofl rvaluab/e Acquijition, wbz'cb 
will be the more conjiderable, as the Conditions 
qj' its Settlement ma)' be fi advantageoujly ca/ ... 
culated as to jill it without draining our Mo
ther-Country of ùs {nhabitants. For this 
Purp{)jè 1 ha'Ve difëribed the Soi!, ff<..!:fality, 
and lvfanner of improving the flrveral Parts 
of it from my own Objervation, whereby it 
rzvil/ ajJpear how eajily it may be ejfeéled at 
a vn·y final! Charge, compared wùh the Bene-
jits that willnaturally rejùlt from it.-But if 
they tVere doubtful~ )'et the Advantages the 
;French might otherrzvijè make of thù Province, 
and the IVûnt if an ~jftélual Barrier for Jè
é~trùzg the Pojjfjjion, T!·ade, and Fijhery of the 
Northern Colonies agaù?ft their Efforts z'n a 
future Wa1··, Jufficiently demonflrate the Ne
ctjjùy qfkecping it out if their Hands, with
out being dtv'erted by tbe Conjideratz'on of the 
E:\pe;u:e, and this is th_e more ob'Vious, and 
important, as they ~oi/1 alr:.t·ays be expojèd to 

1 
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the Attacks of the French, from the Neigh
bourhood qf' Cape Breton. 

1 mu.ft here heg the Re ader' s Indulgence for, 
Jaying a Word in Support if my ReJJzarks on 
that Hland. 

I am Jenjihle that a high Opinion has heen 
conceived if its Pf"orth, and rwith good Reâfln, 
fronz the concurrent Accounts if. both Englilh 
and French Writers; but as the former bave 
been principal/y copied from the latter, theil 
J7eracity may be jaz'rly called in ~urftion : 
'Ihis I have a Right to do, from tiJe exaé!efl 
lnj0r11zation I could cbt ain on the Spot, and 1 
can.fafely a1~pealto tbe moft intelligent Perfons, 
who barùe rejided there long enough to make 
proper ObferrJations, to corifirnJ what I have 
adrv.anced. 

By fortijj,ùzg Nova Scotia, ~r encouraging 
(he ltllportatz'on of its Produce to be wrought up 
herè, and promotz'ngthe Fijl.,try inTime q/ Peace; 
by /lationù1g a proper Na·val Force there, and 
on the Coajl of New-England in Tinu oj'War, . 

this 
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this King dom may fleure to itfe!J' ail th~ Ad-
1Jantages that could have arojè from tb~ Pof-
fdfton of Louiiburg, at a !tjs Exp nue t han 
would have been reJuijite for keeping Jo /czrge 
a Fortrefs in Repair, and dejending it with a 
proper Garrifon. 

Settling of the Cape Sable Shore, will un· 
doubtedly make a Winter,s Cod-Fijherv prac
ticable., and may joon become more conjidera
ble than any that ever bas been profecuted, 
and as the Fijh caught and cu red in that Sea-
Jon exceed al! others, they will rf cour fe come to 
a better Market in ail Part~s oj the World. 

OTIS LITTLE. 

1'" HE; 
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North--Atnerican Trade, and SettJe ... 
n1ents confidered ; 

\Vith a particular AC C 0 UN T of 

N 0 V A S C 0 T 1 A. 

RE AT-BR J:t A IN has en
joyed the Benefit of a mofi exten ... 
five Commerce, fince the Difco
very of America, which, if pro-

perly attended to, will contribute more to 
its future Interefl:, than any other Branches of 
Trade, by enlarging the Demand for ali its 
Manuf:1.étures, and increafing the 1\tleans of 
its Naval Forçe. 

B Th at 
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That the Riches and Strength of this 
Nation depend principally on its Cotnmerce 
with foreign Countries, and its own Colonies, 
is a Faél: that needs no Illufiration; it being 
equally true in Regard to all trading King
doms ; for the Increafe of W ealth and Power 
bas generally been proportionate to the En
largetnent of their Trade, and Hifiory fully 
proves, that Ruin and Defolation have al
ways attended the Lofs of it ; the moft flou
riiliing are indebted to it for their Grandeur, 
and the moO: opulent and powerful have been 
und one by the N egleét of it. 

As every State in Europe feems defirous 
of increafing its Trade, and the Acquifition 
of Wealth enlarges the Means of Power, it 
is neceffary, in or der to preferve an Equality 
with them, that this 'Kingdom extend its 
Commerce in proportion; but to acquire a 

·,Superiority, due Encouragement ought to be 
given to fuch of its Branches, as will moft 
effeétually enrich its Inhabitants. 

As 
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As Trade enables the Subjeél: to fuppor
the AdminHhation of Government, the left 
fening or deil:roying that of a Rival, bas the 
fame effeél, as if this Kingdom bad enlarged 
the Sources of its own Wealth; it is evident 
from bence, that it is not fufficient to fupport 
the Credit of a Country with its Neighbours, 
that its Con1merce be enlarged only, unlefs 
its Increafe be proportionate to theirs : But, 
as an Afcendency is to be gained by checking 
the Grcowth of theirs, as weil as by the In
creafe of its own, w henever one of thefe 
happens to be the Confequence of the other 
to this Nation, its Figure and Reputation 
will rife to a greater Height than ever. 

My Purpofe being to {hew how far thefe 
good Effeéts may be produced by encouraging 
the Nortb-Amerz'can Trade and Settlen1cnts, 
I lhall confine myfelf to thofe Branches 
which are capable of the greatefi Improve ... 
ment. 

Th a 
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' That the Riches qf a Country c01ljtjt in the 
Number if its Inhabztants, is an Expreffion 
that drops fron1 the Pen of every W ri ter ; 
but it mufi: al ways be underfiood, that thofe 
Inhabitants are properly employed, and fui
tably encouraged ; for, otherwife, it would 
appear to be an odd Pofition, that a Country 
1hould be called rich, w ben it is only filled 
with Vagabonds and Beggars. 

But when it is confidered, that the Nor
tbern Colonies, in lefs than }ive Years, have lofi: 
above flrven thoujànd of their mofi aélive and 
induftrious Inhabitants by an uncommon Ar
dour in exerting themfelves for the public 
Good, befides a Habit of Idlenefs that bas 
been contraél:ed by a large Body, v.rhich bas 
b("Cn long in .A.rms waiting for Employment ; 
ta which may be aéided three thoufond more, 
v.-no having enteïed on board his Majefiy's 
Ships of War, and Privateers, are never like 
to return ; their Lofs will appear aln1ofl: in
valuable, and not ta be repaired but by re ... 

placing 
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placing a rouch fuperior N umber of 1\tien in 
the Country. From the apparent Connexioa 
between the N orthern Colonies and the W eft 
Indies, and their joint Relation to this King
dom, . it is evident, that the Increafe of In
ha bi ants in the former, will contribute more 
to the cotnmon Intereft, than employing the 
like Number at Hon1e. This, Mr. Wood 
in a Treatife on Trade, bas demonfirated 
to be nearly in a Proportion of .five to 
one; from whence it follows, that the be
fore -mentioned Lofs is equal to that of fifly 
thottjà~d Labourers and Artificers here ; and 
in tcgard to thofe Colonies vailly exceeds the 
Grant lately made them by Parliament, as 
th~ Value of their Labour for three Years 
only would have been eqnal to that Sum; 
and notwithfianding a Jealoufy bas been fi-e
quently excited on account of thcir Gro\vth, 
it will appear, that the Co1nmerce and Na
val Power of this Kingdom will greatly 
depend on their future Encourngei ent and 
Proteétion. 

The 



The Policy and Wifdon1 of a Govern
ment difcovers itfelf in nothing more evi
dently, ·than by proportioning its Influences fo 
as to fupport, and cheriili the Circulation of 
Trade, and Manufaélures, in its minute 
Parts, as weil as its large and more opulent 
Members; the fmaller Wheels in a Machine 
being as neceffary to make it ufeful as the 
largeft, and commonly require the nicefl: 
Skill of the Artificer in their Regulation : 
And without a due Regard be bad in every 
State to the Trade of its Individuals, there is 
the greateft Danger of the weaker Parts being 
oppreffed by the fironger; and whenever this 
happens, the Extremities are fure of being the 
firft, and generally the greatefi Sufferers, as 
by their Remotenefs from the Vitals, they 
feellefs of their Influences, and labour longeft 
under their Diftrefs ; and although Diforden• 
of this Ki nd do not immediately affeél: the 
whole, yet the fmallefi Obftrudions, if not 
feafonably removed, often produce a general 
Stagnation, and may prove as dangerous ta 

the political, as to the natural Body. 
It 
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It may not be improper to obferve, before 1 
proceed any farther, that forne Perfons, either 
thro' Prejudice, or for Want of better Infor
mation, are tao apt to infinuate, that great 
Care ought to be taken, /efl thqft Colonies grow 
too powerful, and Jet up a G1vernment if their 
1wn. This is fa far from having the leaft 
Foundation to fupport it, that 1 am pofitive 
no People on Earth are more firmly attached 
to their Prince, than they are ta his Majefty 
and the prefent Efiablilh~ent, being ali 
Protefl:ants, who have ever manifefied the 
greateft Abhorrence of Popery, by which 
Means Roman-Catholics have been al :vays 
deterred from fettling in the Country, and 
their confiant, and repeated Demonfirations 
of Zeal and Loyalty to the Britijh Govern
n1ent, are fufficient to clear them from every 
Afpedion of this Kind ; but to make the 
Matter more evidenq it may be obiêrved, that 
if they were ten Times more popuiou.s and 
wealthy than they are at prefent, no Mo
tive could be urg'd of fufficient Weight to 
induce them to a Revoit ; neither the 

Love 
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Love of Liberty, Force of Oppreffion, But ... 
then of T·axes, or Defire of becoming more 
powerful, could poffibly influence them to 
ftruggle for Independency : If . the Love 
of Power and Liberty fhould be ta ken in to 
Confideration, 'tis apparent that they enjoy 

, as great a Share of bath as any of his Majefiy's 
Subjeéb;, and much more ·than if they were 
an independent Government ; for, in that 
cafe, they muft be fuppofed to put them
felves into the Bands of forne foreign 
State, which could proteét them from the 
juft Refentment of this Kingdom ; and it is 
well known that is not to be clone ; but if it 
could, to whom are they to apply that wonld 
continue to them the Liberties they enjor.· 
now? No People in their Senfes \Vould fub
jeét themfelves to the French, SpaJZiards 
or Dutch, with a View of fecuring the ir Pri
vileges with greater Tranquility than they at 
prefent enjoy them ; and !hould they aim at 
abfolute Independency, the Expence of de
fending then1felves would infinitely exceed 
any they have ever y et been fu bjeét to, and 

indeed, 
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indeed, they could not fubfi.fi: without the 
Proteélion of their Mother Country. 

As to any Difcontents that might arife 
from Oppreffion, or the Burthen of Taxes, 
they are fubjeét to none but fuch as refult 
fron1 Laws of their own making, an Indul- . 
gence they efieem themfelves fecured of un
der a Proteftant King, and which gives them 
a Share of Power equal to their Defi res ; and 
as their very Being, in a manner, depends 
on this Kingdom, their Trade is fo clofely 
conneéled with, and grafted on it, that no
thing would fo effeélually ruin them, as to 
be deprived of it, for were they to be fup
plied with European Goods by any other 
State, the Difference would prove fatal to 
them. U pan the whole, nothing can, nor 
ever will, prevail upon then1 ta atten1pt, or 
think of a State of Independency, whilft 
they enjoy the Freedom of Eng lijh Subjeéls 
under fo happy a Conftitution. 

But i~ after ali, it be thought dangerous 
to fuffer the Colonies to grow too large, left 

C they 



( 18 ) 
they ibould take it in their Heads to revoit, 
'tis pretty extraordinary, that neither the 
Frenrh, Dutch nor Spaniards have ever been 
difcouraged from promoting their American 
Settlements ; their Cafe is widely different 

from ours ; were the French or Dutch Co

lonies, for infiance, to revoit to the Engli.Jh~ 
it \Vould fcarce be poffible for France or 
Bolland to regain thetn ; but as to the Spa .. 
nifh Dominions in America, not ail the Force 

of Old Spaùz, if it was contiguous to that 
Continent, would be !officient to reduce 
titetn ; and although there is fcarce a N at1ve 

ot America that is fuffered to hold a Pofi of 

Profit, they \Vear their Chains with great 
Conter. tment ; but to fuppofe a People fub
} ,.:: .. t 0 one of thefe Gricvanccs capable of a 

fi ~lç 1 .. hought of [etting up for themfelves, 
j~ . ,rr H\~Ï1;g th~1n with a Difpofition fo fooli{h 
aGJ un" ... cou1,table as cannot \Vell be con

ceiveJ. 

fo {~1ew \Vhat may be faved to the King
dm11, as :vell ~ ;; in~d by its enlaraed Trade 
to the .r~ orth\..t ' l ?lantations) 'tis t~ my Put;-f 

po fe 
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ofe· ta obferve, that the Sugar-Colonies could 

not fubfifi without them : Mofi of the Ma
terials for their Buildings and \Vorks, as \vell 
as Provifions, Caik for Spirits, Sugars, 1\!Io
loifes, &c. come from thence, and that they 
confl:antly fend the greateft Part of their 
Efièél:s home in New-England-built Ships, 
without which they would not be able to 
bear the Duties paid in this Kingdom, by 
'teafon of the excellive Priee of Freights. 

This, if rightly confidered, will appear to 
be an Article of great lm portance in regard 
to the French W ejt-lndies. l\1r. Ajhley has 
very jufi:ly obferved, That, ' ihould Plan ca
' tion-built Ships be difcouraged, Fre1ght 
' would be fo dear, as to lofe the Brit;fo 
' Nation one of its greatefi Advantages over 
' its Rival~ in Trade,- a low Freigbt ; and 
' from the great Traffick of the Kingdom, 
' they n1ufi be compelled to buy MaterbJs 
' for building of Ships, of Forezgners, with 
' Caib, infiead of thdr:-.<?,Wn Manufaél:nres~ 
' to the enriching of fuch Forezgners, and the 
' Difcouragement of our Ameri,an Colonùs: 

C 2 ' That 
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' That inllead of .-prejudicing that B·raach of 
' Bufinefs here, the refitting and finiiliing 
'-Plantation-built Ships often gives as much 
' Advantage to the Shipwrights, as the build
' ing of new Ships. The French take the 
' Benefit of our Plantation-built Ships to 
' carry their Sugars to Spain, and commonly 
'., pay for them in ·the Produce of their own 
" Iflands, and have, in this Infiance, a very 
' great Advantage of us. " That the faving 
' of a Shilling or Eighteen- pence only per 
' Hundred in the Article oi Freight, would 
' go near to enable us to under-fell them at 
' foreign Markets, if the Ships e1nployed in 
' the Sugar Trade were indulged with the 
' fame Privileges, as tho!e w hi ch are· co m
' monly called Aél Ships. That the flou
' rilhing State of the Br itzfh Commerce, 
' and the Revenues arifing therefrom, are, in 
c no fmall Degree, owing to a low Frtight, 
' occajioned chiejly }rom our building Sbips 
'jo cheap in our American Plantations. 
' That fince the French firuggle fo hard to 
' gather Strength in America, furely it is the 
~ true Intereft of this Kingdom to do fo too 
~ , 

and 
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' and to encourage its N orthern; :ts weil as 
' its Southern Colonies, fo that they may 
' bath contribute to the Support and Benefit 
' oftheir Mother Country. " :l'he Northern 
' Colonr.'es art a great Support to the Natpal 
1 Power of Great-Britain, and ajjijl, in a great 
' Mtafure, in giving us a Superiority at Sea 
c over al/ other Nations in the World: They 
c fupply the King's Y at ds with great ~n
' tities of Ma fis, Yards and Bowfprits inftead 
' of thofe of foreign Growth, with Pitch, 
' Tar and Turpentine, for ali which im
' menfe ~antities of Goods are exported 
' from Great-Britain, which prevents five 
' Times the Value thereof from going out of 
' the Kingdom in Caih to Sweden, and other 
~ foreign Countries.' 

, 
AU the Articles with w hi ch the Britijh 

Wejl-lndies are fupplied, requir~ a great 
Number of Artificers and lctbouring IV!t:n to 
fit them for Shipping; "nJ they are in fuch 
Demand, as to bt. the n1oft con fidera

ble Branch of the New-England rr~de, al .. 
though the Priee of every Article is fo high, 

as 
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as greatly to affeét the Value and Inereafe of 
the W dl-lndia Produce ; but if the Priee of 
Labeur in the Northern Colonies could 
be reduced Jijty per Cent. the Wefl-lndia 
lflands would reeeive all their Supplies fo 
llJ.UCh cheaper as to be able, in thirty or 
J()rty Years, to double their Remittanees, 
and, confequently, the Duties paid on Im
portation. 

By enlarging the Trade, and inereafing the 
Number oflnhabitants in the Northern Cola .. 
nies, their Demand and Abilities to pay 
for Britijh Goods would be proportiona
ble. 

But the Priee of the feveral Commodities 
with which the Sugar-Colonies are fup?lied, 
and thofe which are returned to England, is 
rouch higher than if the Country was fuller of 
Inhabitants, the Want of w hieh di fables the 
Merehant fi·om !hipping its Produee, but to 
his own Lofs, unlefs he carefully attends to 
fuch Articles as, by a Fluttuation peeuliar to 
Trade, come to a better Market at one titne 

th an 
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than another ; but were the Priee of Labour 
red J ed, every Cargo he ihipped would ftand 
charged at a lower Priee, and he would be 
enabled to pay more for his Goods in Eng
land as foon as they are purchafed. 

The Reduél:ion of the Priee of Freight 
from the Wefl-lndz'es, by inereafing the 
Number of Ships, is an Article of great Con
fequence to the Sugar Hlands, in whicfi they 
cannot weil be eafed, but by Means of the 
N tthern Colonies, for their Confumption of 
Briti/h Manufaétures is fo inconfiderable, 
compared with the Effeél:s they fend Home, 
that the Owners of Veffels here mufi fit them 
out tor the comtnon Profit of Freights from 
thence only; but the 1\tiercbants in Nerw-Eng
land are confiant! y employed in building Ships 
for t 1eir Correfpo 1dents in this Kingdon1, 
;v} ich are full freighted from Bq/lon to the 
Wefi-lndies, and very often the Profit îs equal 
to, and fometin1es excecds that of the Freight 
to Eng/and, fo that tl:e Increafe of Sfiips \vill 
not only oblige th~m to carry their Freights 

cheaper 
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cheaper, but will occafion a confiant and 
large Supply of ali the .North American Pro
duce, by which they will be enabled to in
creafe their Stock, fettle new Plantations, 
and, in a few Years, pay double the Duty 
here upon the Produce of their own Iflands, 
which is an Event that principally depends 
on the Increafe of Inhabitants in the Northern 
Colonies. 

The eafier to comprehend the Certainty 
of this Obfervation, it is nece!fary to caft our 
Eyes a while on the French Sugar-Iflands1 

whofe Supplies have commonly coll: them 
thirty or forty per Cent. mœ e than our own; 
notwithftanding which, the Progrefs they have 
made fin ce the lafi: W ar, bids fair for fupply
ing aU Europe with Sugars, and whenever 
they are furnilhed with the Produce of North
America, as cheap as our Iflands, they will 
be able to underfell us at ail foreign Markets • . 

An Objeétion bas often been made againŒ 
promo ting the Intereft of the N orthern Colo
nies, on account of the inconfiderable Pro-

portio~ 
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portion they pay to the public Revenue 
notwithftanding it is pretty evident, that nei
ther the Southern Colonies, nor the Weft
Indies would be able to pay any Duties at ali, 
were it not for the Supplies and Affiftance of 
the former: But fuppofing this was not the 
Cafe, and that the N orthern Colonies yearly 
receive )ix hundred thoufand Pounds in Bri
tijh Manufaél:ures, \vhich are paid for in fuch: 

rticles as are confumed in England, and pa y 
no Duty ; on the other band, the Wefl-India 
Hlands yearly receive the Value of four hundred 
thoufand Pounâs in Britijh Manufaétures, and 
remit fix hundred thJufand Pounds Sterling 
in Sugars, &c. that pay Duty here, this 
Kingdom gains 1nore by the former than 
the latter; this follows frmn the Duty's being 
paid finally by the Confumer ; for were it 
taken off, certainly the Priee of Su gars would 
fall in proportion, and, con1èquently, the whole 

mount of the Duty \vould be f.1vcd by the 
Confu1ners ; and \vas it to be laid on the 
Produce of the Non hern Colonies in the 
.farne Proportion, all the Difrèrencc would 

D confifi 
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conti il in ihiîting the Payment from the Con
fumers of the former to the Confun1ers of the 
latter, and yet the Subjeét pays it here in ei .. 
ther Ca(e. 

But what n1ofi nearly ccmcerns the Intereft 
of Great-Britain is, the furprizing Progrefs 
the French have made, and are fo intent in 
purfuing, by Means of their Plantation .. 
Trade ; it is evident, that the Supplies of 
Provifions from lreland, and both Proviûons 
and Lumber from New-England, have been 
no inconfiderable Means of their Growth , 
but to leave them both out of the ~efiion, 
the French are' endeavouring, by ali poffible 
Means, to furniili themfelves with thefe 
Articles from their own Nort-hern Colo
nies. 

The Englijh were, for forne time, poffef .. 

fed of the Sea-Coafi of North-America , 
before the French had made any confidera .. 
ble Progrefs in it ; they at firfi: fettled on the 
"t~ or th Stde of the River St. Lawrence, and 

gr~ .. 
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graduaUy extended tneir. Settlements · fro 
thence to the Moutli of Mi!Jifipi River, cu 
tivating the ftritteft Har1nony with the Na
tives by inter-Marriages, and profelyting 
then1 to the Romijh Faith whereby they 
maintain a regular Correfpondence through 
feveral Lakes, and large Branches ef thofe Ri
vers, for near eight hundred Le.agues, on th~ 
Back of ali the Englijh Colonies ; this , 
not only makes them Mafiers of the Fttrr
Trade, but will in Time put it in tlleir 
Power to furniili France, 11n.d the Wejl
lndies, with ail Sor:ts of Naval Stores, Ships~ 
Iron, Hemp, 1lax, an~ every Thing elfe 
they are in Want of that is produced in NQrt~ 
America. 

I am fenfible thofe Parts of Ne\v France 
that lie in the mofi Northern Latitudes, ar-e not 
likely to produce many of thofe Articles ; 
but as they daim a Traét· Gf Land of vafi: 
Extent, viz. from New Orleans on th~ South, 
to the Latitude of Jù:ty Degrees N onh, 
which is above fix bundred Leagues ; and in 
Breadth from the Streights of Bellijle in 

D 2 Lon. 
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Longitude fijty-jèven Wefi, to the Lake De 
Bois is not lefs than fix hundred League 
from Eaft to W dt, every thing is to be 
found in it that the Englijh Colonies can 

boaft of. 

Thus the French have artfully extended 
their Lines within our Colonies, not only 
with a Defign to eut off our Communication, 
and trade with the Natives, but to croud 
fuch of them into the Sea, as are too weak 
to make a .Refiftance, and, finally, to mafier 
the ·whole Continent. 

· This is not an Event that may feem praéti
cable in an Age, but yet the Continuance of 
the fame Zeal and Care in promoting their 
Settlements for thirty Years to come, which 
bas fo manifefl:ly evinced itfelf for thirty Years 
pafr, would rend er it no difficult U ndertaking ; 
befides, the an1bitious Views of France leave 
no roorn to doubt, but they will atten1pt 
what their Intereft fo evidently calls for; it is 
beyond Difpute, but their Proceeding on this 

Plan 
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Plan will foon put it in their Power ; th 
Poffeffion of Nova Scotia only for twentY 
Y ears in Peace or War, would be no incon-
fiderable Means of effeéting it. · 

Should the Britijh Colonies be negletl:ed. 
or not equally countenanced with the French, 
orto make it worfe, lhould an unfeafonable 
and groundlefs Jealoufy be the Means of 
checking their Gro\vth, and difcouraging 
their Settlements, whilft the French are ih'-
·ing with all their Might to cheriili theirs, 
and fpare neither Art, Labour nor Expence 
to make them confiderable, fu rely no one ca 
doubt but the Event muft prove f~tal to 

us. 

It is evident what StrefS the French lay: 
upon North America, from the immenfe 
Sums they have expended to fecure their 
PoiTe:ffions, and to red nee ours to the ir Obê
dience ; the Charge of fortifying Louisburgh 
and f<l.tebec, the Pen fions and Salaries yearly 
paid in Canada, the Lofs attending Duke 
D' Anville's fruitlefs Atte.mpt on Nar-va Scotia 

and 
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ocJ Capt Bre!o1z, and the great additional 
0ne of their Fleet the lall: Year, mufi: amount 
to.an immenfe Sum; one tenth Part of whicli 
expended in the fettling of Nova Scotia

7 

would be produél:ive of fuch Advantages in 
the Increafe of the moft val ua ble Branches of 
Trade, as would exceed the whole Expence 
the French have been at in promoting and fe
curing their Colonies. 

The Whale-Fia1ery, which is now totally. 
negleél:ed:. might be rendered very profitable 
if properly attended to ; how this Na ti on 
thould have difcontinued it fo long is difficult 
to account for, but it may, be obferved, fince 
the Merchants here decline it, that the Man-

. Jler of fitting Veffels, Boa tt-, Craft, and killing 
the Filh, in praétice amongil: the New
Englaud .. Men, exceeds that of any People 
in Europe, makes their Succe[s more certain 

, and their Voyages lefs expenfive, but the 
Want of Seamen prevents their profecuting of 
it to Ad van tage; by transferring this Bufineis 
~om the Dutch to the Colonies,_ they might 
not only fupply Great-Britain \Vith Bone 

and 
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:md Oil for home Confumption, but \Vit 
large ~ntities for Exportation, and increaii 
the Demand for Britijh Manufad:ures. 

After having thus lightly touched upon 
thefe Points., 1 prefume it will be agreeable 
to give a brief Defcription of the Northern 
Colonies, more particularly of thofe Parts 
which are moft comn1odious for new Settle
ments. 

NEW-ENGLAN D is bounded b1 
Ne'Zv-rork on the Wefr., Ne\V France on 
the North-Weft, Nova Scotia on the North
Eafr, and the main Ocean on the Eaft and 
South, extending about one hundred and ftj_oenty 

Leagues from South to North, and e-ighty 
Leagues in Bread th from Eaft to \Vefi; the fe 
Lirnits comprehend four different Govern
ments, viz. the Provinces of the Mqlfachu-
jéts Bay, and New Han1pjhirc, the Colonies 
of Conneélicut, and Rhode-:ffland; the Pro
vince of the Majjàcbufets being much the 
largeft, con tains feveral Difiriéts of Terri tory, 
as the late Colonies of the Ma_lfachz!.fèts r.nd 

Je.., ~ 
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New Plymouth, the Province of Main, the 
Country called Sagadehoc and King's Coun
ty, being ail the Lands between the Province 
of Main, and the River St. Croix, which is 
the weftern Boundary of Nova Scotia ; N e\V 
Hampjhire is a fmall Province, having little 
more than twenty Miles of Sea-Coaft, an4 
fpreads its J urifdiétion, by a la te Refolution 
of his Majefty in Council, on the Back of the 
Maffachuflts Province as far as the Englijh 
Claim extends between that Province and 
the Province of Main ; Conneélicut, being 
about twenty Leagues fquare, is bounded by 
the Sea on th.e South, New York on the 
Weft, the Mq/Jachufets on the North, and 
Rhode-lfland on the Eafi; Rhode-ljland being 
the fmalleft of the four in Extent, is bounded 
foutherly by the Sea, and is furrounded by the 
Mqlfnchuflts and Conneé1icut on its other 
Sides. 

N 0 l'-A S C 0 TI A ex tends from North 
to South about one bundred and tu·enty 
Leagues, and from Eafi to Wefi about o12e 
bundred, comprehending a11 the Land be-

t\veet 
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ween Cape Sable and Can.fo on the Soutb

Eafi, and the River of St. Lawrence on the 
Nor th- Weil:; and befldes its being equally 
commodious with Neufoundland for the 
Fifhery, its Harbours are fo numerous and 
nne, as not to be exceeded in any Part of the 
World ; It abounds with Salmon, Trout, 
Eels, and feveral ether Sorts of frelh-water 
Fiili, a great Pienty of wild Fowl of diffe
rent Sorts, its Woods are fiocked with Deer, 
Rabbits, and an uncon1mon Variety of furr'd 
Animais, its Soil is very fertile, producing 
all Kinds of Grain, and Proviiions ; The 
Country is covered · with Aa1, Beech, Elm, 
Firs, Maplç, Cedar, and Pines fit for Naval 
Ufes, and abounds \Vith Lime-Stones and fine 
~1arries for Building. 

CAPE BRETON lying a little to 
the Eafiward of this Traét, is neither fo 
fertile, nor fo capable oflmpro~ement, as it Ï9 

both rocky, cold and ban·en, abounding 
neither with Furrs, nor 1""'itnber for building 
of Ships, its principal, if not only Advantages 
-confiiling in its Situation, and ffarbours, \vhich 

~ are 
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are in the Center of aU the Fiibing-Banks o -· 

the North American Coafts. 

The Ifland of NEWFOUNDLAND 
lies between the 46tb and 52d Degree 
of North Latitude, and is about three hundred 
Miles in Lcngth, and near as broad, is fur
rounde'd with Filhing-Banks, and many fine 
Harbours, is very commodious for the Filhe
ry, having every Conveniency for promoting 
it, and by its Situation, being the n1oft 
eafierly Part of North America, bas the 
Advantage of all other Parts, on account 
of its Nearnefs to the Europea?z Markets, but 
it is not likely to admit of any great Improve
ments, the Climate being too cold, and the 

Sail but indifferent. 

As there is very little Difference in the 
Temperature of the Air, in the feveral Parts 
of New-England; fo its feveral Produéts, and 
Aptnefs for different Improvements, vary 
but in a few Particulars, the Southermoft 
being moO: natural for Corn, and the 

Northern 
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N orthe rn for grazing, and afford a mu ch 
greater Plenty ofTimber and Filh. 

The W e)l- lndz·a Hlands are furnii11ed from 
hence with Horfes, and feveral Kinds of live 
Stock ; Flower, Bread, Peafe, falted Beef, 
Park, Codfi{h, Mackrel, Herrings, Cycler, 
Butter, Onions, Oil, Turpentine, Ships, 
Timber, Plank, Boards, Mafis and Yards, 
Bricks, Shingles, Staves and Hoops; the 
Southern Colonies with .R um, Ships, Deal
Boards, Bricks and European Goods; New-

_foundland with Rum, Molo{fes, imported 
Salt for the Fiiliery, and aU Sorts of Provifi .. 
ons; Great-Britain and the reft of Europe 
with Codfi!h, Ships, Train-Oil, Whalebone~ 
Deer-ikins, Peltry, Staves, Mafis and Yards, 
Fitch, Tar, Turpentine, raw Rides, Bees
Wax, and Bayberry \Vax, the Profit of aU 
which feveral Branches of Bufinefs finally 
center in this Kingdom. · 

ln thefe Colonies, . the Lands w hich are 
already cleared of Tin1ber, and improvcd for 
Tillage and Pafiure, are very far from yield ... 

E 2 inct 
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ing fuch Profit to the Owner, as they" are 
capable of, for Want of Manuring, and 
being properly fubdivided into fmaller Allot
ments, w hich the great Priee of Labour now 

makes impraéticable; but as Natm;e bas fur

niilied the Country with feveral Sorts of 

Marle and Sea-Ware, whenever the Farmer 

bas been able to enrich the Soil with them, the 

Produce of his Lands bas pa id his E~pence, 

and grea tl y raifed the ir V:alue, yet by Reafon 

of the Scarcity of Labourers, very few can 

bear the Charge of io necefiâry a Cultiva
tian; but by increafing their N un1ber, the 
Go ntry n1ay foon be enabled to do it, and 

confequenrly to fupply the W e.fl-India Hlands 
at a n1uch chcaper Rate than they can now • 

... 

A Number of Inhabitants fettl~d on the 

uncultivated Lands in Nova Scotia, would 

not be able to furn1fh themfelves with Provi

fions for the firfi Year, but as the Country 

is full of fine Harbours, Lakes and Ri
vers, the Lands are covered (as was before 

0bferved) with Tin1ber, and the Sea-Coafl: 

plentifully ftockeQ. with Fi!h and wild 

Fowl. 
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Fowl, it will faon be in their Po.wer to fupport 
themfel v es *. 

It will. be of great Confequence to the fidl: 
Settlers in this Country, that in clearing and 
fubduing their Lands, they \vill be paid for 
their Labour, by converting the Produce into 
Ship-Timber, Planks, Mafts, Deal-Boards, 
Shingles, Staves and Hoops, all which may 
be carried fi·om tbeir Plantations to Market, by 
Ve!fels that will fupply them with Horfes, 

· Cattle, Swine, and ether N eceffiuies, to ftock 
their irnproved Lands. 

With thefe Advantages, 'tis eafy to forefce 
how foon it is praél:icable to bring for.ward 
new Settlements in a Country, which is fo 
well furniilied with Supplies, and is fo near 

Boflon, 

* The French King has commonly defrayed 

the Charge of Tranfporting his Subjeéts to 
America, and maintaining them a Year af
ter their Arrivai ; and the Interefi of this King
dom never called for ~ more neccflàry Expence, 
than that of fettling this Province with Pro• 

teftants. 
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Bojlon, a Market that will always take off 
their Produce, and foon enable them to raife 
their Provifions, to build their Houfes, and 
:fiock their Plantations, and in a few Y ears 
to export many valuable Commodities in 
Veifels of their own, whilft they are pro~ 
moting the Trade of their Country. 

From what bas been fàid it will appear, 
that if New-England and Nova Scotia were 
full y inhabited, and the Lands brought under 
lmprovement, they would be able to furni!h 
the W e.ft-Indies with Provifions, and e
ther Supplies in larger Quantities, than they are 
capable of exporting now, and their Remittan
ces to England would not only become more 
conGderable, but cheaper to the Merchant, 
by reducing the Priee of Labour. 

'The Advantages that may arife to this 
Kingdom from feveral ether Improvements 
in the Northern Colonies, when they are 
fully inhabited, is worthy of a particular At
teption ~ the Country is every where very apt to 

produce. 
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produce the befi: of Flax, and in many 
Places is natural for Hemp, both which 
are Articles of very great Confequence to 

this Kingdom, as the Manufaél:ure of 
Linnen-Cloth within it, bears but a fmall 
Proportion to its Confumption. It 
would faon become very confiderable, and 
leifen the great ln1portation of Linnens from 
Germany, Holland, &c. and the lafl: 
brought home to be wrought up into Cor

dage and Canvas. 

The great Plenty of Iron Ore in many Parts 
of the Country, will enable them not only to 

fupply this Kingdom with vafl: ~ntities of 
Pig-Iron, but Iron in Bars,'cheaper and equal 
in Goodnefs to the befl: Spanijh or Swede's I
ron, which laft, according to a late Calculati
on, draws above two hundret{ thouflnzd Pound 
yearly from the Kingdon1 in Money, and 'tis 
well known that if Labour was reduced a 
quarter Part in New-England, they could fur
niili a ~antity equal in Value to that Sum 
cheaper than 'tis now importcd, and receive 
their Returns in Britijb Goods ; 

And 



And lafily, it will enable thetn to 
fecure the Cod-fifhery to this Kingdom, 
by making it more beneficiai and extenfive 
than it ever bas been, as the Proceeds ot 
their Voyages will be remitted to England in 
Caih, and the Demand for frefl1 Supplies of 
its Commodities will be increafed, and its finefi 
N urfery for Seamen enlarged. 

There is one Article which bas excited (h 
Jealoufy of this Nation more than ali the 
Improvements the Colonies are capable of pro ... 
fecuting, that is, the raifing of Wool, and as 
this bas never been properly reprefented, I 
con elude it may be accepta ble now ; the In
habitants of New-England and New-rork are 
fuppofed to confi.1me one '\.Vith another thirty 
Shillings Sterlt'ng yearly in Britijb Manufac
tures, two Thirds of which confiits of Wool
lens, and according to Mr. Londonfs Pam
phlet, in proportion to the ir N umbers is equal 
to the Confumption within t_his Kingdorn ; 
lt w·ill appear frotn his Calculations, thatflve 
htazdred thozifand Packs of Wool \Veigh-

lng 
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ing twp hunt/red and forty Pounds Weight 
eacH, are yearly wrought up in Great -Britain, 
amounting to twenty-one Millions, of which 
more than one halfbeing exported, the Num
ber of Inhabitants, at trzventy Shillings each 
Perfon, exceeds the Value of the Remainder ; 
This may be eafily, demonll:rated, by com
paring the N umber of People in thefè Colo
nies, amounting to four hundred thoujànd, to 

the Value of their Britijh Importations. which 
is above fix httn_dre.d tl·ozifand Pounds yearly, 
from whence it follows, that they. annually 
confume more W eolien Cloaths than an equal 
N umber of Inhabitants in . this Kingdom ; 
but as they are known to raife Wool in 
New·England, it will be a ~ftion, what 
becomes of it? to which it may be anfwered, 
that the Winter Seafon being commonly 
longer, and feverer than it is here, the Inha
bitants require more Cloaths in proportion, 
wliich may be efi:imated at a fixth Part ; be
fides their ufual Employments being very dif
ferent from thofe of fedentary Artificers, and 
indoors Manufaéturers, may well be il1ppofed 
to enlarge their Confumption. 

F Jt 
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It will appear from the foregoing Compu· 
tation, that thefe Colonies produce about tw~ 
thoujànd Packs of Wool annually, which is 
four bundred and ninety-nine Times lefs in 
Proportion to the Inhabitants, than grows in 
Gr~at-Britain. This Account may the more 
eafily be credited, by çomparit]g it with the 

Number of Sheep com1nonly flaughtered in 
the Courfe of ee1ch Year, obferving, that as · 

they are fmall, their Fleeces do not wei~h . 

above two Pounds one with another. But it 
may ferve more effeétually to rem ove all A p
prehenfions of the Colonies being ever able to 

P-rejudice this Nation in the Woollen Manu
f'léture, to obferve, that their Sheep are · 
not only liable to various Difietnpers, but are 
:lhort-liv,d, and their Woel is of a very coarfe 
Staple ; for when the Winters fi·om Year to 
Year admit of little or no Variation, they are 

frequently fubjeél: to a cutqneous Diforder, 

whi~h being renewed with every Spring, 
caufes an Itching that feldom leaves thenl 
till they \Vear off their Fleeces by frequently 

rubbin~ themfelves againft every thlng that 

prefçn~s 
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ptefents Îtfelf to View, and when the W ea
ther proves dry, and hotter than corn mon, 
they tear their Skins as well as Coats, and 
are foon Fly-blown, rotten, and dcfiroyed; 
this bas ~often proved fo contagious as to 
end in the Deftruétion of half the Sheep 
in the Country ; and when the Winter 
bas been longer than ufual, ,tis a great 

Doubt whether their Loffes don't exceed their 
Increafe, for it bas twice ha·ppened within 
twenty Y ears, that a third Part of all their 
Stock bas been carried off by the cxtren1e 

Severity of die W eather. 

lt is uncomn1on te eat any l\1utton in the 
CÇ>untry of n1ore than three Y ears Growth, 
from whence it follows, that inil:ead of fiaugh
tering one fifth of their Stock yearly, as is 
computed to be the Cafe here, they confume 
a third Part, and the ir Fleeces falling fhort one 

Half in Weight, they mufi necefiàrily raife 

four Times the Number of Sheep to produce 
an equal ~antity of Wool; but the Coarfe
nefs ofits Staple, which exceeds that of French 
W ool, puts it out of their Po·wer to fabricate 

F 2 fin~ 
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pne Cloaths ; and its Shortnefs renders it of 
little Ufe but to be wrqught into Stoc -
ings, and a_n 0rdinary Çloath which is more 
expenfive, and .lefs durable, th~n a tnuch finer 
im ported from bence. 

. It is evident from the preceding Account, 
that 'tis the Profit of their Mutton, rather 

, than their Fleeces, that induces them to raife 
any Sheep at aU ; whenever their Lands 
have been enriched by Manuring, they find 
t~at the raifing ofBeef, Pork, and Corn, which 
are Artides of Exportation, as weil as Home 
Confumption, is of grea ter Ad van tage ; . for 
the whole Bufinefs of Huibandry and 
peavy Carriages being performed by Oxen, in
ftead of Horfes, the former are doubly ufeful; 
and after a long Courfe of Servitude, by two 
Y ears Jdlenefs and Fattening, produce Beef 
that would credit the Stalls In Leaden-hall 
Market. 

The Increafe of Inhabitants in thefe Colo
nies will then appear io far from being inju .. 
rious to the Woollen Manufaétury here, that 

it 
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it will con tribu te more to promote i t, th an 
fupplying an equal Number of ~eople ·n any 
other Part of the Britifo Dominions ; bu 

( 

if it 1hould ever be other.ways, j~ 11 proceeâ 
from Neceffi.ty, rather than C:hoke; for if 
they are properly. encouraged . in rajfing. of 
Hemp, Flax, Iron, and other rough ateri
als by a fuitable Bounty, and in thqfe Branches 
.of Trade and Navigation which are not pre .. 
judicial to the general Interefl: of the-King
dom, their Advantages would be infinitely 
greater, and their Labour lefs, than if they 
profecuted the Woollen Man~(aél:ury; but 
if on the con trary, thefe feveral Articles are 
totally negleéled, they will be rendered inca ... 

, pable of making Remittances fuffl.cient to pay 
for Brùijh Cloaths, and muft of Courfe 
manufaél:ure the beft they can for themfelves • 

. The general Ad.vantages that will arife 
from fonifying and fettling Nova Scotia, 
are to be confidered as they regard the 
~'iews of France as weil as Great-Britain. 

The 



The French have artfully laboured td 
rnake the mofi: of the Nova Scotians, evet 
fince their Subjeétion to the Britijh Crown ~ 
they have not only fecured to them the En• 
joyment of their Religion and Eftates, but 
take Care to furnilh them with Priefis, wh0 

teach them to believe from their Infancy, 
that they are the Subjeéts of France, and they 
have al ways been equally ufeful to them; be .. 
fore the prefent War, they not only fupplied 
the French at Louisburg with Provifions, but 
with Wives, and were very ferviceabie to 
them in their Fiiliery, in piloting their Veifels, 
and affifiing tlie1n in their Fortifications; and 
finceits Reduétion, have aU contributed to fup• 
port, and many of them have aétually joined 
a Body of French and Indians, in order, if 
poffible, to get Poffeffion of Annapolis Royal. 

The Zeal and Attachment of thefe Nova 
Scotians to the Romijh Faith, will al ways pre
vent the Settlen1ent of Protejlants in th~ 
Country, unlefs it be clone in compaâ Bo
dies., and und er the Co ver of Fortifications; 

but 
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but till this is accompliibed, it can no more 
be faid that the Province belongs to the Crown 
of Great-Britain, becaufe it is poffelfed of 
.Annapolis Royal, than of the Kingdom of 
Spain, from our Poffeffion of Gibraltar. 

It is therefore abfolutely neceffary for the 
Safety and lnterefi: of the N orthern Colonies, 
that forne fpeedy, and effeél:ual Meafures are 
taken, to put thefe Nova Scotians on a diffe
rent Footing, or to remove them; the laft 
cannet weil be clone, and the firfl: in nothing 
better than by encouraging a confiderable 
Number of foreign Prote.ftants, and ethers, to 
{ettle amongft them. 

This will not only be of immediate Service, 
but in a few Years will produce various good 
Effeél:s, as the Country abounds with Fine$ 
and Fir5_, it will be capable of fupplying 
this J(ingdom with the fineft Deal-Boards.arid 
Timber of ali Kinds, in Veifels of its own, 
which are now itnported from J\Toru'a)', the 
l3altic, &c. in foreign Bottoms, and draiQs 
the Na ti on of immenfe Su ms of Mo ney ; this 

.. 
~ . 
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is not only. praaicable on the firfr Settlement 

. of the Country, but in die Courfe of a few 
Years will become a fteady and ufeful Branch 
of Bufinefs : But. if none of tl:iefe good Confe-. 
quences enfue, yet fettling the Province with 
Prote.ftants is of the greateft Importance, as 
the French will otherwife continue to cherilh 
tne prefent inhabitants, tilj they exceed the 
N umoer, ' and are of more Confequence 
than thofe of Canada, and it requires na long 
Time to effeél: this, in a Country who fe In
habitants are not only very healthful, but very 
prolific ; it mufi: furely be deemed impo}i
tic then to fuffer fuch a Colony of French Bi
gots to be reared up under thç kindly Influ
ences of a Britijh Adminifi:ration, to eut our 
own PeoRle's Throats whenever the Prieft 
1ha11 confecrate the Knife ; notwithll:anding 
they hardi y know the Name of a Tax or Du
tY, their I?<yit-Rent being but a Trifle; and 
thofe \v ho are at a great Di fiance from Anna
polis, have fel dom paid any ; in the mean 
time, they have on ali Occafions ~manifefi~d 
a Contetnpt of the Britijh Government wlien 
they could do it with Impunity, or were tao 

rem ote 
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remote from that Garrifon to fear their Re
fentment. 

It therefore highly concerns this King
dom, that forne feafonable Steps be taken to 
prevçnt their future Growth, and Dêfec
tion ; but it is very difficult to attempt, and 
almoft impoffible to efièél: their Retnova1, 
without Bloodfhed, and if they \Vere difpof
fe1fed, they Wo1.lld be a very great addi 1ional 
Strength to Canada and Cape Breton, as \\re 

could not prevent their fettling in thofe 
Places. 

1t feems then more eligible to continue 
them in the Country to permit then1 to hold 
fuch Lands as are under aétual Improve
n1ent, and to which they can make out a cfear 
Title, for 'tis beyond Difpute but they 
daim much Larger Traéts than they have any 
Right to. 

Their Eftates are held by Patent from the 
French King, for which they pay a very 
fmall Acknowledgrnent, their Right was re-

G fervcd. 
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ferved to them by the Articles of Capitulation 
at the Reduél:ion of Annapolt's, and was finally 
ratified by the Treaty of Utrecht; but as no 
civil Government bas ever been efiabliilied 

there, they have no more to do with their 

new Mafiers than to pay their ~it-Rent, 
which in the whole Province does not amount 

to forty Pounds a Year. 

When the Form of Government was efta

bliihed, which is now exercifed there, the 
Infiruél:ions to the Governor and Council were 
copied from thofe of Virginia, whereby the 

Power of granting Lands is vefied in them, 
and is reftriéted to fuch Conditions, as have 

. hitherto proved a great Difcouragement to ' 
his Majefty's Subjeéts; for the Patentee is not 

only obliged to pay a Penny SterNng per 
Acre for the whole, but is fubjeél: to a Penny 

more whenever the Government iliall demand 
it, and unlefs he bas built a Houfe, and 

brought Part of his Lands under Improve

ment within three Years from the Date of his 

Grant, he forfeits his Tit!e: This attended 

with the confiant Obftruétions which both 
the 
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the French*, and Indians have made in Preju_ 
dice to any Proteftant Settlements, when com
pared with the eafy Terms on which Lands 
are granted in other Parts of Nor th America, 
~vidently accounts for the prefent Situation of 
the Province. 

Sin ce it is apparent! y for the public Inte
reft, that the growing State of thefe Nova 
Scotians lhould be checked, th at they ihould 
either be rendered ufeful, or prevented from 
becoming dangerous to the other Colonies, it 
cannot more effeétually be clone, than by 
ereéting fuch Fortifications, as will keep their 
moll: populous Towns in Subjeétion, and at 
the fame time ferve as a Proteétion ta the 
propofed Settlements in the Province ; a more 
particular Defcription of which feems necef-

G 2 fary 

It has always been found impraaicable to fettle 
here, without entering into a Conteft with the French, 
who either have a real, or trump up an imaginary Title 
to the fame Spot ; and if that fails, the lndians are fure 
to challenge the Property as Lords of the whple. And 
.ïndced 'tis difficult to determine what Right the prefent 
Jnh~bitants have, or how extenfive it is, without a fpc· 
r~l Enquiry and Survey. 
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iâry in order to carry fo ufeful a Defign int~ 
Execution. 

A B 0 U T Jeventeen Leagues North from 
Cape Sabie, the Entrance of the Bay of Fun
dy comtnences, where it is about twenty 
Leagues wide, and . extending near jor!J 
Leagues, divides itfelf into two Branches, one 
of \vhich tenninates in feveral Rivers, that 

difcharge thetnfelves into Minas Bay, and the 

other running more N ortherly to Chz'gneélo, 
forms an Iflhmus of that Name between this 
Branch and the Bay of f/ert, which empties 

itfelf in the Gulf ' of St. Lawrençe. 

<:{ welve Leagues fi-om the aforefaid Entrance 

on the South Side of the Bay, lies the Gut of 
Annapolis, which is about three ~arters of a 
Mile wide, and a Mile and an half long, on 
each Side of which the Land is very moun
tainous and rocky ; the Tides are fo ilnpetu ... 

ous, as often to render this a dangerous Paf

fage (or large Velfels, but when they are oncç 
in, a n1oft delightful Harbou;· prefents it(elf to 

View, 
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View, called the Bajon of Annapolis, from 

the graduai Declivity of the Lands furround
ing it, being about three Leagues in Length 

from North Eafi to South Weft, and t~vo in 
Width, with fafe and commodious Ancho

~age in moft Parts of it for aU the Ships in 
England; on its South Side are two fmall Ri
vers of little Confequence, and the Land 

is mountainous and rocky; on the North

Eaft Side a little Hland forms the Entrance 

of Annapolis' River, which continues naviga
ble for large Veffç;ls on that Courfe about ten 

Leagues. 

At the Mouth of this River are feveral 
fmall French Villages, from whence 'tis a

bout two ibert Leagues to Annapolt's Ro)•a!, 
'\vhich fiands on a Point of Land, formed by 
this, and another fmall River that ranges a- · 
bout South Eaft : The Situation of this For

trefs being elevated fixty or Jèr'Jenty Feet above 
the Level of the River, and ftanding on 
its Bank, renders an Attack from Ships al

P10fl: impraélicaole, for the Strength of tl e 

Tides makes it very difficult for them to 
moor., 
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moor; unlefs it be in the Eddy or Counter.: 
tide, which brings them too near the Shore to 
do any Execution. 

As it is fituate on a Level with the 
Campain, there is nothing to pr€vent the 
regular Approaches of an Enemy on two Sides 
of the Garrifon ; it · is mounted with about 
forty Cannon on four Raflions, and basa Bat
tery to co 1mand the River ; its Ramparts 
are of Earth, covered with large Stocks of 
Timber towards the Fo.f!e ; and it might make 
a good Defence, were its Powder Magazine 
Bomb proof, which is doubted; and as feve
ral of the other Magazùzes and Barrack.J 
are built of Timber, its Garrifon might eafily 
be burnt out : 'Tis defended by about one 
hundred and thirty Men, exclufive of the 
New·Englt11nd Auxlliaries, who, in the Courfe 
of two or three Years, have, in a manner, 
rebuilt the Fort, under the Direétion of the 
Engineer *. p pon both Sides of this River, 
feveral pleafant Villages are fcattered for thirty 
Miles, containing about three hundred Fami
lies, who being aw'd by the Garrifon are the 

mail. * Mr. Cowlt)'. 
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moft, if not the only traél:able lnhabitants 
in the Province. 

On the South Eaft Side of the Bay of Fun
dy about thz.rty Leagues from the Entrance of 
AnnapoliJ, is the Bay of Minas, a Name de
rived from the Report of forne valuable 
Mines having been difcovered in its Neigh
bourhood, being twelve Leagues long, and 
about tbree in Width, into which the Ri vers 
Canard, Caobegat, Pifegat, and forne others 
difcharge themfelves. · 

On the other Branch, and at the Head ·of 
the Bay, are feveral Villages, and about thrté 
Leagues up a narrow and deep River fi:ands 
the Town of Chigneélo, or Chigneélico, a 
Corruption, as it is fa1d from Le Chignon du 
Col; here are about two hundred Families, 
the Country is very healthy and pleafant, fur
rounded with fine Meadows, which on its 
We!t Side are more extenfive than any thing 
of the Kind in this Part of the W orld, and 
abounds with Rivers, that. at High water 
are navigable for large Ve!fels ; to the North-

\Vard 
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ward of this Place, runs the mofi rapid, and 
the longefi Branch of the Bay of Fundy, a• 
bout North North-Eaft into the main Land 
which the French now call Gqjpafia, on 
which are forne fmall Villages, but by reafon 
of the Badnefs of its Navigation,. they are 
very little kno\vn ; on the North Si de of the 
Bay, about eight Leagues belo\v Cbigneélo, 
and upon a navigable River, lies a Village 
called Chipotee, containing about jixty or ft .. 
'Venty Families; from whence for near for
ty Leagues, the North Shore affords neither 
Harbour nor River that i::; navigable for large 
Veffels, the Sea Coafi: being very mountain ... 
ous, and ikirted with Rocks and Precipices, 
affords a difagreeable Profpeél: to Na vi ga
lors . . North from the Entry of .Annapolis 
lies the fine River of St. J obn, V.7ith a capa
cious Raad for Ships at its Entrance ; on the 
North Si de of w hi ch is a narrow Streight, 
not a Pill:ol Shot over, thrd which there 
is no paffing but at the Top of the Tidc, 
wh en the W a ter is u pan a Lev el, at other 
Times the Fall is fo confiderable, efpecially 
at low Water, as to make a Defcent of near 

tbirt~· _, 
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thir!y F eet, being Iined on both Si des 

by a foliâ Rock, and having more than forty 
Fathom of Water in its i\1iddle; this 
River fpreads itfelf about half a Mile in 

Width, and with a gentle Current towards 

its Outlet admits of a delightful Navigation 

for large Ships Jifty or jixty Miles into the 

Country, and much farther for fmall Vef ... 
fels; from its feveral Branches the India;zs tra

verfe this Part of the Continent, by tran· 
fporting their CanoeJ by Land 2.crof orne fhort 

Spaces, call'd by them CarryJng Places: 
Here are no more than three or four Frencb 
F amilies, the Force~ from New-England ha

ving defrroyed ali their Settlements in the la11: 
War, moft of the Inhabîtants ren1oved to the 
other Side of the Bay ; a few~ Leagues fur ... 

ther W eitward are feveral fine Harbours, a~ 
mongft which is Harbour l'Etang, fo called 
from its Refemblace of a Ponù, as it is fi.Jr
rounded with Highlands, its Entry being 

deep, narrow, and free from Danger, and 
its Surface always unruffied ; this !s near th 

River St. Croix, the Weftern Boundary of the 

Province, from \Vhenee to Ne\v Hamp-

ll foire, 
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foire, the Sea Coaft is covered with Illands 
that almoO: form a continued Harbour for 

near two hundred Miles. 

From the Entrance into the Bay of Fu1zdy 
to Cape Sable, there are feveral fine Rivers 
and I-Iarbours, and two fmall Villages ; from 
Cape Sable, fo called from the Sand Banks on 
its Shore, to Canfl, the Iilands and Harbours 
are fo numerous as not to admit of either De
fcription or na ming, the moft confideral5le of 
which are Chebuélo, Malegajh, Port Rojfignol, 
Port Mutton, Port le Have, Port Rozot·r, 
Lifcomhes Harhour, &c. and Canfo, which 
at prefent ferve only as a Retreat to fi..lhing 
V eifels, and otb.ers in bad Weather, or 
wood and water ; a fèw ftragling Savages, 
who {hift their Habitations as the Seafons for 
Fifhing and Hunting vary, are the only In
habitants on this extenfive Coaft. 

From Canfo, a navigable Streight, called 

from it the Gut qf Canfo, fevers the Ifland 
of Cape Breton from the Continent and , 
leads into the Bay of St. Lawrence, on the 

South· 
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South-Weft Side of which is 'ratamagauch! 
a very good Harbour, where the French for
merly received their Supplies of Cattle and 
Provifions from the Nova Scotians for Louif
bourg, and it is one of the fafeft and ihorteft 
Con1munications they can have with thefe 
Inhabitants; from bence about ten Leagues
North-Weft, lies the Bay of Vert before
mentioned, on which, and ali the Eafiern 
Side of thé Province, as far as the Mouth 
of Canada River, lie a great V ariety of fine 
Rivers and Harbours very little kno\vn to 
us, as no Perfon has ever been employed by 
the Government to attempt a paniçular D1f~ 
covery of them. 

From this Defcription of the Country, fe-
, veral Places will appear nece!fary to be for

tified, of which I ihall endeavcur to point 
out the moft convenient, as weil as thofe 
which are mofl: commodiou for bringing for~ 
ward the propofed Settlements. 

Can{o and Chebuélo on the Sea Coaft of 
tàis Province, naturally oi·eiènt th ... rufdves 

H 2 fir.{t 
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fidl: to Confideration ; the former from its 
having been a long Time improved in the 
Fifhery, and having once bad a wooden 
Blockhoufe, and a fmall Detachment of 
Troops for its Proteél:ion, and the latter for 
its fpacious and fine Harbour, and having 
been the Rendezvous of Duke D'Anville' s 
Squadron. 

Canfo is convenientlv fitÙated for the Cod 
Fifhery, but daims the Preference to the 
other on no account but its having been al
ready in1proved, and probably fooner known: 
But this lafi greatly exceeds the former 
in feveral Refpeéls, viz. its Situation, its 
Harbour, and Aptnefs for Agriculture. 

Its Situation is fuch, that it ha-s a fi1ort and 
eafy Communication by band. with aU the 
Settlements on the Bay of Fundy, is equally 
commodious for the Fifhery with Canjo, and 
is more in the Way of all Ships paBing to 
and from Europe to New-England that may 
occafionally, or by Strefs of W eather feek a 
Port far Shelter, or Relief. 

Its 
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Its Harbour gjves place to none in · the 
World, and by its natural Form, and an 
Iflànd at its Entrance, is capable of being weil 
defended by a reg~lar Fortification. 

Its Soil exceeds that of Ca17jb, and by the 
Vicinity of feveral fine Harbours, will afford 
great Conveniences to the firfi: Inhabitants; 
thefe feveral Advantages it boafis beyond any 
other Place on this Side of the Country · 
whereas Canjo, though poffeffed for thirty
five Years, could 1he~ no Improvements but 
on forne fmall Iflands, w hi ch produced lit tl 
more than a few Kitchen Gard ens ; its I-Iar
bour is complained of as not being weil de 
fended from liard Gales of \Vind, has a very 
rocky and difficult Entrance, and the Com
munication from bence to the inland Parts of 
the Province is through Chebuéio, or 'reta
magouche. This laft Place fcemsalfo to daim 
fame Share of Attention, and may prob· bl 
upon a critical Survey, be found fuitable for 
a Settlement, and to merit fuch a Fortifi-

catio 
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cation as may eut off all future Supplies . to 

Louisbourg by this Channel. 

Leaving this Side, and the Sea Coafl: of tHe 

Province, I !hall return to the Bay of Fundy 
again, where the Sail, and Manner of im
proving Lands differs fi·om ail ether Parts of 

North America, and where two or three 
different Fortreifes will be neceffary to awe 

the French and Indians, and to proteét the 
propofed Settlements from their Infults. 

In ali Parts of this Bay the Rivers are of 

great Length, and very nurnerous; the Eb
bing and Flowing of the Tides is from jour 
Fathom at the Entrance, to ten or eleven at 

the Head of its longeft Branches ; between 

their Banks, and the Verge of the Upland, 

are fine and large Traéts of Salt Marfh, in 

n1any Places extending themfelves on a Plain 

for thirty or Jorty Miles without Interrup

tion: In tlJe 13ays of Minas) Chegneélo, and 
their feveral Branches, are Millions of Acres 

that were never yet itnproved ; the French, 
in order to fave then1felves the Labour of 

fubduing 
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(ubduing the Lands that are covered with 

Forefi: Wood, and interfperfed with Moraffes, 
have furrounded part of thefe Marlhes with 
Dykes *, without which they would often 
be flowed at high Water, and always by 
Spring Tides ; they are afterwards ploughed 
up, and in three Years produce all Kinds of 
Grain, and when fallow'd run into .fine Grafs. 
This Land, by Reafon of its natural Richnefs, 
requires very little manuring, and is not only 
eafy of Tillage, but affords a beautiful P~o
fpeB: ; their Gardens, \Vith fame Patches for 
particular Ufes, being all the Upland they 

.have unde~ Itnprovement. 

· It is obvious from this Account, which is far 
from being exaggerated, that no Country is 
better calculated to yield an earl y Support 't0 

its infant Colonies, \vith "more Certainty and 

lefs Labour, and affording thetn, in the mean 
time, a cmnfortable Subfiitance. · 

* This Term by Cuftom is applicable to the Bank 

as well as the Di teh, and is ahvay5 ufed for both in ;. ·; · 

va Scotia. 
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Tbe Highlands which commonly ,lie near 
the Sea Coaft, and the Si des of the Ba y of 
Fundv, are rocky, and covered chiefly with 
Firs,-' but produce Plenty of Grafs wnen 
brought under Cultivation; the level Country 
is covered with feveral other Kinds of Wood 
ufeful in Building, and when fubdued and 
:fitted for Tillage, difcovers a fine rich Mold, 
producing ail ,.fEings in Perfeétion that are 
natural to the Climate ; ànd this will ferve 
for a general Defcription of the Province, for 
altho' forne Parts of the Cape Sable and Canfo 
Shores are rocky, and unfit for Tillage, 
they are intermixed with valuable Traéh of 
law Lands, navigable Rivers, and a great 
Number of Iflands, where FiQ1 may be taken 
ali the Y ear round, as the Harbour~ are fel dom 
obfiruêted with lee. 

On the North Side of this Bay, St. John's 
River feems to be the fittefi: Place for making 
a Seulement, and ereél:ing a Fortrefs ; about 

Jifty Miles from its Entrance, the mo fi: judici
ous and confiderable, tho' not the mofi nome
rous Tribe of lndians on this Part of the Con

tinent 
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tinent are fettled, and in the la!l: War had a 
a flight Fortification ereél:ed by the Fr~nch 
for the ir · Defence. 

Here the Land is fertile, and lies nearly on 
a Level very far into the Country, having 
a graduai Declivity only towàrds the River, 

that ferves to direél: the Courfe of feveral large 

Branches into its Sides. 

By the Information of the Natives, the 

.inland Parts of this Country are capable 
of the fineft Improvements, and although 

here is but a very little Ma.dh-Land, the 
Goodnefs of the Soil makes an1ple Amends 

for the Want of it, and here are no Claims 
of any Significancy to prevent the Settlement 

of it. 

In order to fhew wh2.t Places within the 

Bay of Fundy are moil: proper to be fortified, 
1 lhall begin with this, as it is not onl y a very 
valuable Country, but is commodioufly 

fituated for the Fiiliery ; from bence the direél: 
Intercourfe with Canada is maintained through 

the Country, and continued acrofs the Bay 

1 to 
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to MinaJ ~nd Annapolis, from which Places·· 
it is not more than twenty Leagues difl:ant. 

Within, and very near the beforemention~ 
ed Streight, the Land feems conveniently 
elevated for ereél:ing a Fortrefs that will corn
maud the Entrance, and in time of War, 
a Boom Chain would effeétually fecure the 
Paifage ; this Place might not only ferve to 
proteB: Shi ps in the Road below, but would 
be a fufi1cient Defence ta a new Settlement, 
and if properly garifoned, might eut off the 
Correfpondence between ~ uebec and the Nova 
Scotians. 

The Indians of the St. John's Tribe m]ght 
on this Occafion attempt to interrupt a Settle
ment~ but as they are in a State of Hofiility 
\vlth us, and by the Treaty of Ut,:echt their 
Lands \vere given up by the French to this 
Crown, no Peace ought to be concluded with 
thetn but upon our own Terms, for they 
\Vere aftually the Aggreffors, by joining 
the Enen1y in the Siege of Annapolis, con

·:~n~ry to feveral Trç~ties they formerly en-
t~red 
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entered into with the Province of the J.fa.!la-_ 
chufets Bay. 

From this Place to Chigneélo, the Country 
bas but two or three Harbours, and the Sea 
Coaft being very mountainous, and but little 
known, 1 can only aifert what the Native~ 
f:1y of it, that the inland Parts are fenile. 

CbigneCio forrning the Peninfula, w hich 
the French caU .Accadi!, is commonly men
tioned as a neceffary Place ta be fortified, 
in orcier to eut off the Communication with 
Canada in time of War, the Iil:hmus not 
being here above two Leagues wide : The 
foregoing Reafon would have more \Veight, 
if the French tranfported any Baggage or 
Train with the1n on thefe Occafions, but that 
is not pratticable, and therefore they com ... 
1nonly crofs the Rivers belo\V in Canoes with 
their finall Arms and Atnmunition, their 
lm·ger Stores being landed out of V cffels from 
Canada at Cf'eta1nagaucbe. Several Places here 
feern well fituated for ereéting a Fortefs, up
on one of ·which, an Erninence furrounded 

I 2 ~itb 
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with Madh, and commanding both the 
River and the Town, appears to be the moft 
eligible for that Purpofe *· From this Place 
by Land to Caobegat on the Bay of Minas it 
is near trzventy Leagues, and . from thence to 
.the Town of that Name it is near twenty 

more. 

M IN AS being the principal Place in , 

the Province, and the Center of ail its Settle
ments, requires a more particular Defcription. 

It is compofed of a Nun1ber of Vil
lages and Farm-houfes, extending fix or 
eig ht Miles in Length, and including forne 
Towns a little more remote, con tains about a 

thoufand Families ; 1 don't mean fo many 
Hou fe-

* lt is well known that many of the Inhabitants of 

this. Place have aaually bore Arms in Conjunétion with 

the F,-ench and lndians, and were concluded to be with 

them when they attacked the Auxiliary Troops at Mi .. 
nas in the Winter 1746. Monf. 'jonquier who com
manded the French Fleet at Chebutlo after D' Anville's 
Death, furni!hed all Perfons in the Province who 

were fit for Service, with Arms and Ammunition to 

ailift him in the Reduétion of Louishourg. 
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Houfekeepers, but fuch as would be thus de
nominated among the Englijh, for here it 
is cuftomary when one of a Family marries, 
to enlarge the Manfion-houfe, and by the 
Addition of new Apartments, they make. 
Room for the expeél:ed Progeny; from this 
Praétice 'tis common to find three or four Ge
nerations under one Roof; it is computed 
that they amount to about fiven thoujand 
People, and were the Inhabitants indufi:rious 
they might produce immenfe ~antities of 
Corn; the Sail of their Marlhes having been 
always fubjeél: to the periodical Overflowing 
of the Spring Tides, is compofed of the Fat and 
Slime that has been wafhed from the inland, 
and nlountainous Parts of the Country, by 
Rains, and the melting of Snow for Ages 
pafi:, and on that Account admits of a 

long Improvement without any Manuring. 

Whenever it happens that any of their 
Dykes are cafually broke dawn, the Over
flowing of the Tide renders the Marili 
incapable ofbearing any Corn for three Years, 
but afterwards, by Means of the new Recruit 

of 
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of Salts, which are incorporated with th~ 
Mold, the Soil is renewed, and prodoces as 
fine Crops as ev er ; th us Na ture fee ms by 
Accident to have pointed out a Procefs, 
whereby its Fertility is refiored without any 
Expence to the Owner : Thefe Lands, after 
forne Years Improvement, produce fevera} 
Kinds of Grafs, and ferve all the fe:veral 
Ufes of Hufuandry. 

The Inhabitants makea joint Bu fi nefs of 

Dy king in feverallarge TraB:s, which ferve firfi 
as common Fields, and being afterwards fu b
divided into fmaller Allotrnents are capable 
of the varions Improvements before-mention
ed: Their Dykes are made of large Sods of 
Marlh eut up in fquare Pieces, and raifed 
aboutjive Feet higher than the common Sur
face, of a competent Thicknefs to withfiand 
the Force of the Tides, and foon grow very 
firm and durable, being overfpread with 
Grafs, and have comn1only Foot-paths on 
their Summit, which are both convenient and 
delightfu!. 

On 
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On the different Branches of Mz·nas Bay 
are fcattered feveral other Towns and Vil
lages, whofe Inhabitants purfue the fame 
Methods of improving their Lands. 

There is one Thing peculiar tq thefe Peo
ple which bas fecured their Allegiance during 
the prefent W ar, that is, the Dread of ha
.ving their Dykes eut clown, ànd their Eftates 
by that Means ruined by the Eng!ijh, this 
Praétice they felt the fevere Effeéls of about 
forty Years ago, when their Lands were thus 
expofed by the New-E11gland Forces, the 
Remembrance of which is pretty fi:rongly 
impreffed on the old Inhabitants, and has had 
a very good Effeét on their Pofierity. .. . . 

Mz·nas is fo fituated, as to have a !hort and 
eafy Comtnunication with the extreme Parts 
of the Province, being within a Da ys March 
of Chebuflo~ on the South Shore, and not 
mucli farther by Éand fi·om Annapolis, is 
'lbout thirty Leagues hy Water fi·om St. 

Jclw·~ 



( 7~ ) 

John's River, and is not much farther from 

~etanzagaucbe. 
r 

From this Account · of the Country and 
its Inhabitants, it appears that Minas is not 
only the moft confiderable Part of it, but is 
moft properly fituated for a Metropolis, and 
confequently requires a f\:r0ng Fortrefs for 
its Security ; feveral Places have been propofed 
in and near the Town for this Purpofe, upon 
one of which fiands the Stonehoufl which 
is Proof againft fmall Arms ; this is built on 
an Eminence that commands great Part of 
the Town, but being overlooked By high 
Land on three Sides, would be greatly expofed 
in cafe of an Attack : There is anotlier Emi
nence that fiands by the River Gajpero to 
the. Eaftward of the Town which is fubjeél: 
to the like lnconvenience ; but the moft 
proper Place, if not onè of the fineft in the 
World, on account of its natural Situation, is 
an Ifland of U pla nd about a ~rter of a Mile 
long, that commands the Mouth of die Ri· 
ver, is furrounded with falt Marlhes, and has 
no finn Land within a Mile of it. 

The 



The Sub!l:ance of thefe Marlhes is fo 
fpongy and porous below the Level of the 
common Tides as that it is impoffible to open 
Trenches, but they will be direéHy filled with 
Water, and as they· are commonly flowed 
at the Full and Change without the Dykes, 
it will appear impraél:icable to make a regular 
Attack againfi: it by Land, orto proceed by 
fapping or mining, and "tis equally fo from 
Ships, unlefs it be attempted at high Water, 
and this mufi: be clone in a very !bort Time 
on acc0unt of the Rapidity of the Tide, 
which on fuch an Occafion would be equally 
hazardous to them as the Oppofition of a 
ftrong Garrifon. 

This Ifiand commands the Profpeél: of Mi
nas Bay, fo that no V effel can come in or go 
out undi.fcovered, and if it is reguiarly forti
fied might be defended by two hundred Men 
againfi: the 'vhole Force of Canada and the 
Nova Scotians. 

K . If 
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If this Plan be approved of, 'tis very eafy 
to make an open Road from bence to Che
buélo for aU Sorts of Carriages, it not being 
above forty Miles through the Country, and 
ereéling a wooden Blockhoufe midway~ that 
is Proof againft fmall Arms, might ferve as a 
Place of Security to Travellers, and àeter the 
Savages fron1 interrupting the new Settle
ments. 

It will be alfo requifite to fortify the 
Country immediately, that being a prepara. 
tory Step which requires forne time to exe
cute, and will be found necetfary to precede 
the propofed Settlements, whofe Neighbour
hood will naturally raife a Jealoufy arnong 
the French and lndz'ans, that may create a 
great deal ofTrouble, and retard the defign'd· 
Progrefs. 

To prevent the latter from being trouble
forne, the Governor and Council lhould be di
reéted to take Hoftages of them to fecure the 
Performance of fuch Treaties as !hall be en-

tered 
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tered into ; for unlefs fotne falutary Pre..; 
cautions of this Kind are ufed, 'tis rouch 
better to continue the War till they are 
wholly extirpated ; 'tis evident that for many 
Years the Indians did as rouch Miièhief 

in New-England during a Peace as in 
Time of War, which bas proceeded from 
the Infiigations of the Rr;mijh Mifi1onaries a
mongfi: them, and the W ant of Power in the 
Englijh, to purfue and puniili them in thdr 
wild Retreats. It is expedient that a direé1: 
Enquiry ibould be made into the Claims and 
Titles of thefe Inhabitants, that their Boun- . 
daries may be fixed; and to prevent future 
Contentions, all the Lands that are in the 
Difpofal of the Crown !hould be furveyed, and 
the Na ture of their Sail, and different ~a
lities for Improvement enquired into ; that 
a Report be made to his Majefiy, of the 
moft commodious Places on navigable Ri
vers, and the Sea Coafts, for fettling of 
Town!hips, for thé Conveniency of the Cod
Fijhery, and the Profecution of Agriculture. 

The 



The Settlement of this Province will be 
aùended with !orne Charge to the Govern
ment, and on that Account may probably 
meet with Interruption ; yet as the general 
Advantages are fo co fpicuous, nothing lhould 
be pennitted to defeat it; for al tho' the Ex
pence may at firil: be confiderable, it will not 
be durable, as the new Inhaoitants, by a well 
regulated 1\tlilitia, may be able in a few 
Years to defend themfelves; this was the Çafe 
\vith the Colonies in New-England from their 
Infancy, altho' they firoggled under Diffi
culties infinitely exceedi g any that the pro
pofed Settlements can be fubjeél: to, whilft 
Great-Britaincommands at Sea: The French 
Inhabitantê muft continue to be neutra!, as 
they {l:ile themfelves now, and the Jndians 
are becmnc fo inconfiderable that very little 
Danger is to be apprehended from then1, if the 
Settlements are made COIJ)paét, and in a de~ 
fenfible F orm ; the Iviaintenance ofF orts, and 
Garrifons will then be a temporary Charge 
only, and foon ceafe to be necet1âry ; but if it 
fhould not, the Introduétion of Proteftants, 

and 

1 ! 
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and {ecuring the Country from France will 
greatly over-ballance the Expence, and ex
ceed all the real, and t·maginary Advan
tages that have been fuggefted to refult from 
the Poffeffion of Cape BretoJZ: As this Af
fertion may be thought repugnant to the 
feveral Importances of that Ifland, which have 
been laid before the Public, I lhall enter more 
particularly into the Confideration of it, and 
its Filhery, than I at firfl: intended : It bas 
already been .obferved, that the Place is bar
ren con1pared with Nova Scoria, and will ne
ver admit of any confiderable Improven1ents: 
'"fhe Truth, and Reafon of thefe Faéts are 
very obvious ; Cape Breton was as foon 

known, as Nova Scotia or Nerwjoundland, 
but was never thought to be of any Value to 
the Poffeifors of thofe Places, and it \vas the 
Exclufion from them, that put the French 
on fortifying ; and induced tbcir Settle1nent 
of it, and notwithil:anding . a tbirty \~ears 
Poifeffion, its Produce, exclufive of Fifh, \vill 
not fubfift a hundred Families ; its \Vinters 
are of great Length, and extreme cold, it be

ing common for the Frofh to continue till the 

btter 
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latter End of May, and it is near the Middle 
of that Month before it is free of lee: 
For as this Ifland forn1s an Eddy to the 
Current fettimg through the Gulf of St. 
La1.vrtnce it draws fuch ~antities into its 
Harbours as to obftruét . the Fiihery, and. 
render the Navigation very dangerous: Du ... 
ring the Summer it is fo frequently fubjeél: 
to Fogs, as to have neither Heat nor Sun
fuine fufficient to ripen its Corn and Fruits; 
I cannot undertake to affign a philofophical 
Reafon for the Difference in the Tempera
ture ef the . Air in two Places lying in the 
fame Latitude, and fo near together as N011a 
Scotia and thill IOand, but to obferve, that 
as the Duration, and feveral Degrees of cold, 
modera te, and warm W eather in ail Places 
vary with, and depend upon the prevailing 
Winds, in the feveral Seafons of the Year, foin 
this, they comn1only blow from fuch Points in 
the Winter as bring on Storn1s of Snow and 
Frofr, and in the Sutnmer thofe are mofl: fre
quent, that blow direélly from the Banks, 
accompanied with thick Fogs and Mifts, and 
altho' fame Parts of Nova Scotia are fubjeél: 

~~ 
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to them, 'tis neither in Degree nor Duration 
fufficient to affeét the Produce of the Earth~ 
nor to interrupt the Courfe of Bufinefs by 
band or Sea. 

It is weil known~ that not\vithfianding the 
Situation of this Ifland, four Fifths of the 
French Fifhery have been profecuted in other 
Places : Their Ba1zkers, amounting to more 
than two hundred Sail of Ships in Time of 
Peace, who cure their Fifl1 in Pickle, com
monly called Mud Fijh, tnake their Voyages 

. on the Banks of Newfoundland without en
tering a Port in America, and theîr largeft 
Ships to the Number of two hundred Sail, 
conftantly ufe Fijhot *, St. Julian's:~ and 

ether 

'* Capta in R()us in a Bilander of fourteen Guns and 
ent hundred Men, with a Ship of near _the fame Fgrce 

attacked this Port in Augtifl 1744; it \\as defen4ed Qy 
five Ships navigated with four hundred and .fifty Men; 
iwo of tightten Guns ach, one ofjixteen, one o fourteen,_ 
and cne of twtlve, drawn up in a circu1ar I ,ine round. 
the Harbour, and altho' both his Ve.tTels grounded at the · 
Entrance, and were expofed to ~a continuai Fire for .. 

five Hours from aU the Ships within point-blank 

Muiket-
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other Ha~bours on the N orth-Eafi Side of 
thal Hland, Philip's Bay, and ether Parts of 
the Continent 0 1 L abrador, and Gafpee in 
Nova S.,otta; in thefe feveral Places they 
have no fettled,Habitations, but having ereéted 
H oufes, and cleared fmall Places for Gar
dens, they raife Roots ano Herbage fuffici

ent to ferve tliem yearly for Soup and Sai
lad, until their Return to France : It 
appears then, that they improve feveral 
Ports more commodious for their Purpofe 
than Cape Breton ; 'tis true they have no 
Right to fi(h on the Coafis of Nova Scotia, 
but their. Claim on the North Side of the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence bas never been con
tefieo, and unlefs it is in the Power of this 
Nation to exclude then1 totally from the 
American Fiiliery, the Poifeffion of Cape 

Breton 

Mufket-Shot, he bravely took them aU with the 
Lofs of no more than eighteen Men ; he took another 

.Ship at St. 1ulian's of jixteen Guns and ninety Men, ten 
Ships on the Banks with tbree hundred and fix Men, re
took a Britijh Ship; bunlt ali the French Houfes, and 
Stores in feven different B ar bours with four Veffels, and 
upwards of eight hundred fi{hing Shallops, all within a 

Momh. 
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Breton cannat turn the Scale fa much in 
their Favour as bas been apprehended: In 
Lhort, its greatefi Conveniency to France con
fifis in its being a middle Port between Ca
nada and the French Dominions in general; 
and could any proper Means be devifed to 
prevent their future Intercourfe with the Bri
tijh Colonies from whence they are fupplied 
with Stores and Provifions in return for the 
Produce of a contraband 'I'rade, the Inha
bitants would be un der a N eceffity of return
ing annually to France in their Filh-Ships, or 
fpending a miferable Winter with little elfe 
than Salt-Fifh for their Subfiil:ence. 

In order to rival the French in the Cod-Fijhe
ry, 'tis neceifary to confine them to the Limits 
ftipulated by the Treaty 0fUtrecht, which will 
exclude them from all the Banks of Nova Seo .. 
tia, and it does not appear by that, nor any o
ther Treaty, tbat they havé a Right to fifh to 
the Southward of Cape Bonavifta on Ne't;;-

.found/and, between who fe Banks and the for_ 
mer the re are no others of any Note or Confe
fequence. 

L This 



1"'his would deprive them of a great Part 
of their Fi!hery, etnploying near two hundred 
and Fifty Sail of Ships in Time of Peace, 
and furniilies the lVTarkets in France, Spain, 
Portugal, and thè Strdghts with Mud Fijh; 
and as to the ren1aining Part, the Settlement 
of N 1'Va Scotia, v.-"ould faon enable the Inha
bitants to catch, and export larger ~antities; 
Getter in Quali:y, anà cheaper than the ~rench 

could poffibly aftord their own, when:!by the 
whole wou!d be of little Value to them more 
than for their awn Confurnption. 

The Ifie of Sable, and Cape Sa/;le Banks 
on this Coafi ate fo comn1odioufly fituated 
as to admit of a fine Fiihery in the Winter 
\V henever the Country is fettled and fiocked 
\Vith Provifions : At prefent the Filher
tnen from New-England n1ake three Fairs 
here in a Year, the firil: of \vhich being pro
fecuted in lvfarch is \vorth both the ot}i)er, as 
the Fiîh taken then exceed any in the \iV orld, 
and if they could be landed and cured in 
the Winter Months, five Fairs might be 

yearly 



{ 83 ) 

yearly made infiead of three, and the two 
additional on es equal to the befi of the former, 
which would in a few Y ears be of more Con
fequence ta Great-Britain than any, thing the 
French are capable of profecuting to fuP.
port their Rivalfhip. 

. 
If this Point had been well attended to 

iUlt!nty or thirty Y ears pafi, their Fifhery 
might have been reduced before this Time 
to a contemptible Situation, but the Cafe was 
[o different, that they not only fifhed 
where they pleafcd, but commonJy infulted 
our Velfels whenever they met them, for 

excepting forne of their Fijherm.eJt which \Vere 
feized by Captain Smart on the Can.fo Station 
for fiiliing without their Lin1its contrary to 
Treaty, they never met with any Interruption, 
but to prevent fuch Accidents for the future~ 
as our Ships were earlier out than theirs, they 
ever after fent a fuperior Force to deter our 

}drn of IVar fron1 the like Praél:ice, and 
l1ave ruled abfolute Lords of thofe Seas. 

As 



:As tbat Trèaty is tne Bafis of the prere t 
Peace, and ~ the Terms fit in relation to die 
FHhery are plain and intelligible, it cao
not be doubted but th~ Admin}ftra~io'n will 
caufe them to be punétually obferved, more . 

· efpecially as they fall under the ~ominion 
of .the Briti.fo Flag, whofe Honour is imme
diate! y concerned in fecuring the Rignts Of 
~his· Kingdon1 again~ all Encroachments, and 
in proteéting its Subjeél:s fron1 Infults Ol} eve· . · 
ry Par~ of the Ocean. 

E 
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