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It is in my Opinion a fortunate Circum=
ftance, notwithftanding the additional Expence
which we have incurred fince the Clofe of the
late Negotiation, that we have ftill an Op-
portunity coolly and at Leifure to review,-and,
1f it be not prefumptuous, to rejudge the whole
of that very interefting Tranfaction : becaufe
we are fill in a Condition to make fuch a
Revifion of real Service tous. An Opportu-
nity {o favourable rarely occurs. Negotiations
ordinarily remain involved in the prudential
Obfcurity, with which Deliberations of that
Importance ought always to be attended, until
they are finally ratified. The Bufinefs of po-
litical Criticifm is then at an End. However
juft it may be, it is then certainly ufelefs.

We are not, I hope, fo far gone in Military
Madnefs, as to look no farther than the War.
We do not fight and conquer without fome
Confideration of the End and FPurpofe of our
Vi&ories, and our Acquifitions. Whilft the
‘War continues our Object is fimple ; itis only
by every pofiible Means to weaken and diftrefs
the Enemy. The Bufinefs of Pacification is
more difficult, as it is more important. We
are then to form fuch Plans, and to purfue
fuch Meafures, as may be moft conducive to
the latting, folid, and fubflantial Benefit of
our Country. This is a Matter which requires
the moft mature Deliberation ; and therefore
not only juftifies, but demands the Intervention
of every Perfon, according to the Sort of

Knowledge
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Knowledge he happens to poffefs; and calls

for the publick Attention to every Propofal
which feems to arife from any Appearance of
publick Spirit, and to be fupported by any
tolerable Degree of Information.

We are ftll in the Train of Conqueft; our
Pofition and the Afpect of Things are conti-
nually varying ; but notwithftanding thefe Va-
riations, the general Plan of our Policy muft be
the fame. Every Country has an Intereft
more particularly its own, refuliing from thofe
Circumftances, which conftitute its peculiar
Strength and Safety. The great Source of our
particular Opulence and Power, has hitherto
been confidered to arife from Trade; and it
would be an unfortunate Effe& of all our
~Bravery and Policy, if we had either fought
or negotiated ourfelves out of our commercial
Charaéter. Advantages of a merely political
Kind, will be always more or lefs problema-
tical ; their exa& Value can hardly ever come
to be eftimated ; and the political Syftem is it-
felf fubje&t to fuch Flu&uation, that what at
one Time we may have fought with infinite
Eagernefs, and bought at an enormous Ex-
pence, by a Change, owing perhaps to the
Death or Depofition of a foreign Prince, to a
Love Intrigue, to perfonal Relentment, or
poffibly to mere Inconftancy and Caprice in
thofe who govern, may be rendered in a Mo-
ment infignificant or ufelefs, and even {ome-
times dangerous. How was all Exrope agitated,

Hz almoft
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almoft within our own Memory, upon the
Bufinefs of a Barrier for the Dul‘fé ? Whaé
Volumes were wrote upon that Subject, whic
no body now fo much as fpeak of ? Holland
thought her very Being - depended upon I
Great Britain, with her ufual Warmth for all
her Allies, was ftill more earneft than the
Principal, and laboured this Work as the only
Means of preferving the Libertic_es and Ing]c-
pendence of Europe 5 France omitted nothing
in her Power to prevent, to obftrué, or to
fruftrate the Defign ; and after all this mighty
Buftle, it would at this time be hard to fay,
whether Holland, Great Britain, or France,
concern themfelves leaft about that Barrier,
which once o intirely engroffed the whole At-
tention of them all.. In rgality, in every po-
litical Queftion the Paffions are always more
or lefs engaged, our Decifions upon fuch
Queftions are of Confequence lefs to be relied
upon ; let the Situation of Affairs change but
a little, and our Ideas change with them. |
_ But there is no Situation in which Wealth
is not Strength, and in which Commerce “is"
not Wealth. If Commerce is our Obje, we
know, and in all other Cafes we can at beft
only guels, what we acquire. From the ge-
ncril Nature therefore of fuch Advantages, as
well as from their Relation to our own more
particular Intereft, thefe thould be Objecs ca-
pital, and- Conditions indifpenfable in every
Sch_eme we form, every Conquelt we propofe,
and every Neactiation we engage in.

L4
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In the Reign of Queen 4une, the Whigs and
Tories mutually and juftly cenfured each other,
for that the one in the Treaty of Gertruyden
burgh, amidft all the exorbitant Demands,
and the other at the Treaty of Urrech, amidft
all their fhameful Conceflions, took very little
Care to provide any commercial Advantages
for their Country, ¥ while the one labcured to
protract the War, and the other to precipitate
the Peace, folely for the Purpofes of Party.
At prefent it would be indeed lamentable, if
merely by miftaking' our Intereft, when we
cannot be mifled by Party, we (hould fall into-
the fame or a greater Error. |

It

#* <« Your Commons naturally inclined to hope, that they
& fbeuld find Care had been taken of fecuring fome particular
¢ Advantages to Britain on the Terms of a future Peace, fuch
a5 might afford a Profpeét of malking the Nation amends in
< time for their immenfe Treafure which hath been.expended,
¢ and thofe heavy Debts which have been contrgfied in the
< Courfe of fo long and burthenfome @ War. This reafonable
< Expeflation could no way have been better anfwered than by
¢ fome Provifion made for the future Security, and the greater
¢ Improvement of the Commerce of Great Britain” Re-
prefentation of the Commons, Journals An, 1711, p.
122.

““ On this Reprefentation they vote the Perfons concerned 1it
< making the Treaties there referred o, Enemies to their Cournr
§¢, Ty, Faaucs
“yTbat be facrificed the Commerce of Great Britain fo .
«« France, and particularly confented to their filbing at New-
¢¢ foundland. = Art. 13, Impeachment of Lerd Oxford.”
Without entering into the Juftice of this Ciarge, both
Parties by their mutual Accufations have {ufficicntly thewn
in what Light they confideredthis grand Objede®
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It is an Attempt full of Danger to project a
Change in thofe fundamental Maxims of Po~
licy, by which a Nation has been long fuftain~
ed, and by which fhe has grown into Power. It
has been remarked, that States have often fuf-
fered terrible Falls, or at leaft a very great and
fenfible Decline, which might be dated from
the Moment of their Arrival at fome very con=-
fiderable Degree of Profperity. This Fad,
which furnithes to Declaimers no more than an
Obfervation of the Ficklenefs of Fortune, and
the Inftability of human Affairs, may {upply
the political Reafoner with Matter of very ufe-
ful Refle¢tion. Itis only in. Time of great Prof-
perity, that States .are intirely Mafters of their
own Condudt, and in a Capacity of executing
new Schemes of Policy. "An Error in thofe
Schemes becomes at that Time highly dani
gerous; becaufe they have then Ability to puth
their Erroras far asit will go; and the Mif-
chief they bring upon themfelves, is propor-
tionable to the Strength which they abufe. An
erroneaqus Policy always precedes a declining
Power. ‘The Moment of Profperity is there-
fore critical, and ought to be watched with the
utmoft Diligence, and ufed with the greateft
Circumf{pection.

] tl}iak this Confideration, which on another
Geccafion might be too general, is at this Time
next to teceffary. 1 have lately obferved that,
1n feveral political Weritings, which did not
want Admirers, a Syftem has been laid down,
which 1f no contrary to our national Interefl, i

at
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at lealt contrary to all our former Ideas of it ;
and what is more material, that Syftem feems
to have been admitted as the governing Prin-
ciple in the late Negotiation. I fhall there-
fore think the Time not loft, which is fpentin
examining this new Plan with Attention ; and
if I thould be thought to dwell long upon it, or
to grow too minute, the Reader will be pleafed
to remember, that his Fatigue, whatever it
may be, is much lefs than mine; and, that we
are all deeply concerned in the Event. |

In this Enquiry, I fhall confine myflf to
thofe . Mattérs of which I have been able to

furnifth myfelf with exact Details. Without .

thefe, all Reafoning .concerning commercial
Queftions, -how. well {oever intended or con-
ducted, will neceffarily be lax and inconclufive.
Supported by thefe, it is of very little publick
Concern what may be the Charaéter, the Views,
or even the Abilities of a political Writer. An
intelligent and difpaffionate Reader, when he is
furnithed with the proper Facts, may form a
a Syftem for himfelf. By his Temper and his
Sagacity, he may counteract the  Paffions, and
{upply the Deficicncies of his Author; and
whilit he is enabled to correct his Miftakes, he
will fometimes deduce from his Faéts a Chain
of Confequences, which may poflibly have ef-
caped the Writer, who originally furnifhed him
with the Materials of Speculation. It is there-
fore of no Importance, to enquire what Preju-
dices may be entertained by the Publick, or by

any
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any private Perfon, againft, or in F avour;rtf],
any of the Objects of this Negotiation. = 2he
prefent Enquiry is not concerning Pr eJUd“'esl 01:
Opinions, but concerning Matters of Fa& only;
and on the Evidence of thefe, I propofe there-
fore to examine s

I. What the Syftem of that Negotiation was
with Regard to our Commerce and our Colo-
nies in America.

II. To examine into the Strength or Weak-
nefs of the Principles upon which that Syftem
was founded.

ITI. To touch upon the Motives which may
have induced us at that Time to adopt fuch
Principles.

I chufe to acquaint my Reader with the Me-
thod I intend to purfue, becaufe being far from
any Intention of the fmalleft Deceit, or Sur-
prize on his Underftanding, this Order will bet-
ter enable him to watch and to dete@ me, if I
thould advance any thing falfe in Faét or in-
conclufive in Argument. >

The late Negotiation, fo far as it regarded
our Colonies and Commerce, was on our Side
conducted, 1 apprehend, on one fingle Idea,
V22. to fecure to ourfelves the Pofleflion of all
Canada. 1 fay, upon this fingle Idea, becaufe
fm{n a careful Examination of the feveral Plans
delivered to the French Minifter it appears,
that even an Attempt was not made, to pro-
cure n America any other Poffeflion, or an
other Advantage whatfoever. Our Intereft,

and
1
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and our Conquefts in the Weff-Indies, were
very little, if atall, regarded. On the Open-
ing of the Treaty, we agreed to * negotiate
away Guadaloupe and Marigalante ; and in the
Turns which that Treaty took, and in all the
different Schemes of Commutation, which were
from Time to Time propofed, and they were
many and various, 1do not find that it was for
a Moment the Idea to retain that Acquifition
we had made in the Wef-Indies, which the
very Article that reftores it to France, denomi=
nates a fertile || and wealthy Ifland ; and which
the very great Increafe of our Trade fince its
'Redu&ion, demonftrates not to have been at
all over-rated in thofe Epithets, however it
might be undervalued in the Exchange by
which it was to have been furrendered.

The Reader will not entertain any Doubt
that the Treaty was conducted on a Principle
wholly averfe to #¢ft-Indian Acquifition, when
he recolle@s this very remarkable Facl.

Early in the Negotiation, and as I may fay
at the Out-fet, we agreed to exchange - Gua-
daloupe for Minorca ; but during the Progrefs of
that Tranfa&ion Belleifle fell into our Hands.

* Hift, Mem. of the Neg. N2 21. Art. 8. < His Ma-
<< jefly likewife agrees to furrender to the mofl Chriftian King
< ‘the opulent Ifland of Guadaloupe, with that of Mariga-
s¢ Jante™

|| Hift. Mem. of the Neg. N° 27. Art. 6,

4+ N9 17. Art. 3, 4. N° 20. Art. 8,

C Here
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Here was prefented a new Subjett for Ex<
change: It was quite natural tO barter one
European Hland for another ; and it became
the more natural, as the one was of no great
Advantage to England, nor the other to France;
~ and both were heavily expenfive totheir refpec=
tive Pofleflors. Accordingly, we ﬁnd that £
Exchange was propofed ; but what 1s very fin-
gular, even at the Time of making that Propos
. fal, it does not appear that any Advantage was
taken from this Circumftance, to retain the
leaft Particle of our Weff-Indian Conquelts.
The original Scheme of Compenfation was
changed ; Belleifle was offered (fo the French
underftood it; and they never were contradict-
ed) for Minorca; but Guadaloupe, the old Equi-
valent, was, notwithftanding this new Proje&,
to have been furrendered ; though not in Ex-
change for Minorca, nor for any thing elfe that
I can difcover; and therefore, without -any
diftinct Compenfation at all. Yet here alfo a
Difficulty occurs ; for it is not very eafy to dif=
cover for what Reafon Belleifle was taken, if
it wasnot to be admitted among the Equiva-
lel}ts. The Expedition for the Reduction of
‘this Ifland was undertaken after the Com-
Amencement of the Negotiation ; and the Place
couid {carcely be defired for any other Purpofe,
ﬂ‘lal.’l to give us {fome Advantage in that Nego-
tiation ; and yet a very few Days after we had
taken

1 Page 66. Art. 6 and 7. of Hift, Mem. of the Neg,
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taken Belleifle, its negotionable Value was efti-
mated at nothing; and in all Appearance we
fuffered it to be added to Guadaloupe, in Com-
penfation -for an Object which had been before
offered us for Guadaloupe alone. '

To ftate this Dealing in a few Words; we
firft offered them Bellyfle, together with Gua-
daloupe ; and at laft we gave them Guadaloupe,
together with Be//eifle. 'There was no Varia-
tion at all in the Compenfations by the Diffe-
rence, or the Agreement of either of the Par-
ties to the Negotiation, with regard to this
Article. This will appear clearly to the Read-
er, if he compares the early Overtures of the
ErenchMinifter with the {ubfequent Memorials.
For what Reafon I cannot judge, we feemed to
think thefe two Objelts of equal Value; andin
different Ways at different Times we offered
each of them gratis to the French.

Thus we were not fatisfied with fimply pre-

ferring Minorca to Guadaloupe, but we rejected
Guadaloupe ablolutely, and without any vifible
Advantage whatever ; a Preference and a Re-
jection, which could by no Poffibility have
-arifen from any other Source than the Maxim
which appears to have then governed our Coun-
cils; wiz. that the WVefl-Indies were a Part of
the World in which we ought to afpire at no-
thing. |

The Stamp of this Maxim is imprefled on
every Part of the Treaty ; without having Re-
courfe to this Principle it is extremely difficult

gt to
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¢o account for fome Parts of our Conc!uﬂ':
which muft otherwife appear altogether irre-

gular and unfyftematical.
" ® The Fate of Senegal and Goree became a
- principal Matter of Difpute in this Negotiation.
%Vith Regard to thefe, we were 1o the laft
Degree tenacious of our Acqmﬁtlf)n. The
French would have been content with one Of
thefe Obje&s ; they agreed to cede the Ifle of
Goree, without which Sexecal would always
have been at our Mercy *. At length however
they agreed to give up both Senegal and Goree;
but in order to render this Cefiion which we
had {o much at Heart palatable to France, we
confented to give them in return fome Douceurs
in the Slave Trade. It does not appear very.
clearly from the Memorial what they were ;
Acra and Anamabo were mentioned by the
French ; and they were not in Appearance re-
fufed on the Part of England. Whatever was
the real Equivalent, this, however, is plain,
that we thought Sencgal and Goree very wor-
- thy of fome Conceflions,” and of a great deal
of Negotiation. | :
Now without recurring to the Maxim I
- have juft mentioned, what colourable Reafon
can poflibly be affigned for our Condu& ? We
were not o fond of S€726g£3/ and Goree becaufe
they were a Security to our Colonies in North
America. 'We did not feek them, to give us

a

L]
¥ Hift. Mem. of the Neg, ‘15 Fuly. Nov. x7. Art, »

{3
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a Superiority in the Mediterranenn. Tt muft
be merely as commercial Objects that we va=
lued them. We could pofiibly have no other
Motive. But were they, in a commercial View, |
Obje@s as confiderable as Guadaloupe 2 No
one ever imagined it. I fhall thew prefently
that the Trade of Guadaloupe is above feventeen
times more confiderable. What then could have
been put into the Scale of Senegal to turn the
‘Ballance in its Favour againft this immenfe
Difproportion : except the Refolution, however
it came to prevail, that we ought not to ex-
tend our Trade, or our Empire in the e/~
Indies 2 :

It is neceffary the Reader thould be warned,
that the Queftion then was not, nor now is,
which fhould have the Preference in our Efti-
mation, Guadaloupe or Canada, the Well-Indian,
or the North American Commerce; that
Queftion was practically decided by the vo-
Tuntary unfollicited Ceffion of the whole Coun-

~try of Canada, * by France herfelf.
~ Had it indeed been neceflary, by the Sur-
render of the fertile Ifland of Guadaloupe, to .
purchafe the vaft but unprofitable Forefts of
-Canada, the Paffion at leaft of boundlels Em-
pire would have been flattered. There had
pethaps

* Page 22 of Hift. Mem. of the Neg. < Before a M-
«¢ morial of Propofitions was fent in Form to the Court of
<« London, bis Majefly's Minifter entrufled to confer with
¢« My, Stanley, authorifed bim 1o write word, that France
s¢ gould guaranty the Poffeffion of Canada 70 England.”

L}
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perhaps been fomething magnificent in fuch 2
Delufion. But from the Beginning there was
“no mention of an Exchange of that Nature.
The frft Overtures to the Treaty declare,
that, not Guadaloupe, but the Privilege of the
Fithery at Newﬁundlmzd, was the Compenfa-
tion for Canada ; and through the whole Ne-
gotiation, no particular Confideration is fpeci~
ficd as the Compenfation of Guadaloupe on our
Side, but fingly the Reftitution of Minorca on
theirsif..

When we had fatisfied our Views in Norzh
America, our whole Bufinefs in America feemed
to be confidered as over. We hurried to Fu-
zope, and to Africa; our Thoughts being
wholly alienated from the #eft-Indian Coms
merce. ‘

It will perhaps be obje&ed againft the Uni~
verfality of the Affertion, that by Article the §
sth of the French Memorial of the 1 5th of Faly
‘1761 ; as alfo in ours of ‘|| 29th of the fame
Month, a Divifion of the four Iflands called
Neutral, was provided ; and therefore we did -
not fo intirely reject all Ideas of Acquifition in
the /Weft-Indies.” The Fa& I readily admit;

o but

+ Page 27 of the Fr. Hift. Mem. < The Liberty of
“ fifbing, and the Shelter without Fortifications, was the Com-~
““ penfation for the Ceffion of all Canada.” The Reflitu-
. the Ifland of Minorca, was certainky equivalent ts the
¢ Ceffion of Guadaloupe and Marigalante.”

§ Vide Page 29. of the Hift. Mem. of the Neg.

| N° 24 Art. 5. Hift, Mem. of the Neg.
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' but I am very far from admitting alfo the In=

. ference; for I apprehend, the Difcuffion of this

Fa&t will add new Strength to my Aflertion,
inftead of being in any Degree derogatory to
the Point which I intend to eftablith.-

For I affirm, in this Partition of the neutral
Iflands, fuppofing the intended Partition “to
have been fair and equal in Point of Value
(which I fhall hereafter prove was by no Means
the Cafe).inftead of acquiring any thing by our

*Superiority in the War, inftead of increafing
our Claims in Confequence of our Vicories,
we. actually receded from thofe Claims, on
which we had always infifted, previous to thofe
- Conquefts, and previous even to the War itfelf.
In all our Memorials * on this Subje&t, we con-
tended for the abfolute exclufive Right to the
neutral Iflands, and in Confequence of this
Right, fo early I think as 1722, we attempted
a Settlemet in the only one which is valuable
amongft them, Sf. Lucze ; and though we
tamely fuffered this Settlement to be deftroyed,
we {till kept our Pretenfions alive with all the
Vigour of which Negotiation 1s capable. And
what is very remarkable, our Right is no where
more clearly afferted than in that very Article,
in which we agreed togive away thefe Iflands. -

But

% Vid. Memorials of the Englifb and French Commiflas
ries concerning St. Lucie. London, 1755. Quarto.

+ Vid. Hift, Mem. .of the Neg. p. 37, 38. Art. 5. of
the Anfwer of the Britifh Court to the Memorial of French
Propofitions. '

P!
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But allowing the Pretenfions of Englaf_zd |
and France to thofe Iflands had been equal in |
the Ballance, yet the Divifion evcn.tben, and |
allowing it to have been an equal Dn{lﬁon, has
given us juft nothing. The qu{a!lty of the
Right has produced an equal Partition of the
contefted Obje@; and each of the Litigants
has taken a Part, in Compenfation of his Pre-
tenfions to the Whole: On this footing we
have only ended a Difpute, we cannot pretend
to fay we have made an Acquifition.

But if, as we have always underftood, and
uniformly afferted, our exclufive Right to thofe
Iflands was clear, and indifputable; then we
are not only no Gainers, but we are even con-
fiderable Lofers by the Stipulation contained
in this Article ; and our immenfe Expences,

and brilliant Advantages in the Weft-Indies,

have only afforded us an Opportunity of giving
up our new Acqguifitions ; and along with them
a confiderable Part of our old patrimonial
Rights. Either it was unjuft to have laid claim
to the neutral Iflands, if that Claim was not
‘well founded ; or, if we had the Right we pre-
tended to the Whole, it did not appear quite
reafonable, after a victorious War, to accept of
a Part only. _
In North America we aimed to acquire a
great deal more than we originally pretended
to. Inthe We/t-Indies we gave up a confider-
able Part even of our oldeft and moft valid
' Claims.
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Claims. .Itis therefore evident, that our Con-
du& with regard to the neutral Iflands, inftead
of being an Objettion to my Obfervations on
this Treaty, furnithes a new and irrefragable
Proof in fupport of them ; and indeed demon-
{trates, that inflead of aiming to extend, we
thought it rather our Intereft to contra& our
Dominions in the #¢ff-Indies ; and this natu-
rally condué&s us to the fecond Point which I
propofe to examine :

Whether the general Syftem, which I have
thewn to have prevailed in that Negotiation,
was founded on Reafon, and the real reciprocal
Intereft of Grear Britain and her Colonies; and
whether the particular Objects we were to have
received in Compenfation, were equivalent to
the Ceffions by which they were to have been
purchafed.

I will even pufh this Enquiry further, and
endeavour to find out from an Inveftigation of
decifive Fa&s, whether the whole Aggregate
of all the Advantages of every fort which we
were to have obtained by every other Article
of the Treaty, were not infinitely counter-
ballanced by what we loft in that fingle Ar-
ticle, by which we were to have {urrendered
Guadaloupe. Thefe are, I am fure, very inte-
refting Difquifitions, and very worthy the moft
ferious Attention.

And firft, with regard to the general Maxim
of rejecting or greatly undervaluing a Weft-In-
dian Acquifition, I hope I thall make it ap-
pear to the Satisfaction of every unprejudiced

D Reader,
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‘Reader, that it was grounded on 2 Want of
due Attention to the Importance of the Weft-
Indian Colonies, in our Syftem of Commerce 3
and that it could never have prevailed, if we
had made the leaft Enquiry into the Advan-
tages which the #e/t-Indian Trade poflefies,
cither folely, or in a Degree very fuperior to any
other. To fay the Truth, I cannot help fe.cl—
ing fome Surprize, that fuch Ignorance, with
fuch Means of Information, could poffibly be-
come at all common in a commercial Nation ;
or that we fhould ourfelves miftake, or fuffer
others to miflead us fo exceffively with regard to
the relative Value of our North American and
Weft-Indian Pofleflions.

The fundamental Principle on which all
Ideas of Weft-Indian Acquifition have been re-
jected, is a Maxim, laid down by the Writer of
the Letter to two great Men, That we had al-
ready Sugar Land enough. There is no Word
whatfoever of greater Latitude in the Con-
ftruGtion, when it is referred to private Con-
cerns, than this Word enough. With regard
to the Publick, it is often contra&ed within
very reafonable Limits. Does it here mean
that we have Sugar Land fufficient to {upply
the Home Confumption ? It is not firi&tly true,
that we have enough for the Confumption of
all the Br#i/h Dominions. We know that in
Ireland they ufe fome, and in North America a
very great Quantity of foreign. Sugars, and
Syrups ; and we have Reafon to believe that

{fome
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fome find their Way even into England. 1f he
means that we have enough for foreign Con-
fumption, furely he is by this Time at leaft
informed, that before the War we had in a
Manner wholly loft the foreign Market for this
Commodity. And unlefs he, or fomebody for
him, will be pleafed to prove that the Sugar
Commerce is detrimental, or not very advan-
tageous to us, I conceive this Affertion will be
altogether equivalent to a general Declaration,
that we have foreign Trade enough. A Decla-
ration, which however repugnant to Fac&, and
to the national Intere(l, is altogether confiftent
with the Syftem laid down in that Letter.

A further neceflary Confequence of this
Maxim, of our having Sugar Land enough,
is, that France has not too much of it. Indeed,
if the Wefl-Indian is a lofing Trade, it is very
agreeable to that Writer’s Patriot Spirit, to
wifh the French as much of it as poffible.
However, though from very different Motives,
he agrees perfectly with France herf:lf in
this Particular, She enjoys a confiderable Ter-
ritory.in, and a moft extepfive Trade with the
Weft-Indses, of which fhe is far from wifh-
ing any even the leaft Diminution. A little
before the breaking out of this War, from the
fingle Port of Bourdeaux the exported within
thirty-two Months in We/t-Indian Commodities

| o B g to
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to the Amount of 2.768,628/ * I am not
fond of advancing any thing, without the
Support of authenticated Vouch'c.rs ; but I am
certain, I rifque very little in faymg,. t.hat the
Export from Bourdeaux, immenfe as 1t is, does
not amount to more than one Half of the
whole Export of France in Weft-Indian Com-
modities ; thofe who are acquainted with the
Trade of Marfeilles, Nantes, and the other
principal Ports, will know that I fpeak very
moderately. 'The #efi-Indies furnithed to
France therefore in the faid thirty-two Months
an exported Produce worth 5.537,256/ or
2.076,471/. a Year, all which was purchafed
by her Manufactures ; all which going to her
Credit in the Account of her general Trade,
was in fome Refpects equal to, and in others,
fuperior in Value to fo much Treafure.

By what Lights the Writer, whofe dogmatic
Affertion I am here confidering, is directed in
his Opinion concerning Commerce, I confefs
I know not ; 'but for my Part, 1 have not even
a Conception of any one Article of Trade more
confiderable in 1ts Extent, nor more valuable '

in

* Account of Wefi-Indian Produce, exported from Bourdeaux,
from Fanuary 1750, to Auguft 1752.

Ihds of Brown Sugar. White Ditto, Indigo. 1b.
35,2108 l 65,245, 1.%24,208.

Coffee. 1b. Cacoo. Ib. Annatto, Hides.

11.824,454. 224,405. 251,598, 7,169,

The originalVouchers from the Cuftom-houfe of Bourdeauxs
MR Sl e ] :
jz)m:,,l_} authenticate the above Export, may ke feen at Mr-

odfley’s. v

)
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in its Nature, than this of France with her
W eft-Indian Colonies ; nor any Object more
fit to roufe our Jealoufy, and (where the Ac-
quifition can be rendered lawful) more proper
to excite our Defires. France is indeed fo
truely fenfible of its Value, and is fo far
from thinking fhe enjoys too:/much of this
T'rade, that the would fooner yield a thoufand
Miles in North America, than one hundred
Acres in the Weft-Indies. We muft not fup-
pofe the French are as intirely ignorant of their
commercial Intereft, as we feem at prefent.

elevated above the Confideration of ours.
Whatever this Writer may imagine of our
Sufficiency in our Sugar Land, the ingenious
 Advocate of his Syftem (the Author of the
Intereft of the Colonies) thinks otherwife, and
formally gives up this fundamental Principle of
the Scheme he defends. He declares that he
is * far from thinking we have Sugar Land
enough, and for this he affigns very folid -
Reafons. He admits the #efl-Indies to be ex-
tremely valuable, not only in our dire® Trade,
but alfo to that of North Amerwca. He ftates
the

* Vid. Int. of Col. p. 46. ¢ I am far from thinking we
“ bave Sugar Land enough.”

+ Vid. Int. of Col. p. 46. € It is often faid we have
€< Plenty of Sugar Land flill unemployed in Jamaica : but thofe
¢ q0bo are well acguainted with that Ifland, know, that the re-
¢ smaining vacant Land in it is generally fituated among Moun-
¢ tains, Rocks and Gullies, that make Carriage impracticable,
¢ [o that no profitable Uz can be made of it, unlefs the Price of
¢ "Sugars fhould fo greatly increafe as to enable the Planters ta
“ make very expenfive Roads, by blowing up Rocks, ereciing
¢ Bridges, &c. every 2. or 300 Yards”



{ 22 ]

the We/t-Indian Trade to beat a Stand * ; .and
that the Scantinefs of our Sugar Plantations
will not fuffer it to extend +f-. Thefe Admiffions
appear extraordinary in a Piece written with
a View to divert us from Weft-Indian Acqui-
fition, and particularly to depreciate the Value
of Guadaloupe.

In what Manner he attempts to explain this
commercial Paradox, and to reconcile this ap-~
parent Contradi¢tion, we fhall fee in its Place,
aad, I believe, not without fome Aftonithment.

I have here only to obferve, that in what
I fhall have occafion to remark upon this
new Syftem, I fhall all along attend to the
Wrriter laft mentioned ; becaufe of all thofe

s

who have written with a View to reverfe ‘

our Notions of the American Commerce, he
1is clearly the ableft, the moft ingenious, the
moft dexterous, and the moft perfe@ly ac-
quainted with the Force and Foible of the Ar-
gument ; and we may therefore conclude, that
he has faid every thing, and every thing in

the beft Manner, that the Caufe could bear.
But before I proceed to lay before the Reader
thofe Confiderations, which feem to me moft
efficacious towardsbringing us back to our origi-
nal, and, I imagine, juft Notions on this Subje&,
I

* Vid. Inft. of Col. p. 35. ¢ Our Trade to the Wefk-In-
dia Jflands is undoubtedly a valuable one 5 but whatever is
the dmount of it, it has loug been at a Stand.”

G e .Lt'?‘m’-l‘fd, as our Sugar Planters are by the Scantinefs
q{‘: q?ez'r:{arim, they cannot increafe much beyond their prefent
umber,”
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I think it not amifs to ftate more particu-
larly what thefe Notions were. By this ftating
we fhall be enabled to difcern how very far
fome of our modern Politicians have deviated
from the Ideas of our Anceftots, whofe wife
Regulations and provident Policy have tranf-
mitted to us fo extenfive a Trade, and, on the

Bafis of that Trade, {o fubftantial a Power.
‘The Scheme of Policy purfued by our An~
ceftors with regard to our Commerce and Co-
lonies is all comprehended and concentered in
the A of Navigation. This Law, which has
been juftly confidered as the Magna Charta of
our T'rade, carefully provides that every Article
of the then Produce of the W¢/l-Indies, and
of the Southern Provinces of North America,
fhould be exported to * England only. With
regard to the Northern Provinces of that fame
Continent, the A hasappropriated to Exgland
no

* The Commodities appropriated to the Mother Country
by the 12 Car. II. commonly called enumerated Commodi-
ties, are, Sugar, Tobacco, Cotton, Indigo, the dying
Woods, and Ginger; Rice and Molafles were added in the
Reign of Queen Anne 3 and the Legiflator afterwards enter-
taining Hopes, that the Continent of North America might
be rendered ‘ufeful, by the Trade of Naval Stores, appro-
priated to the Mother Country, all the Kinds of thofe
Stores, by fpecifying them, together with Iron, Copper Ore,
and Furs, among the enumerated Commodities ; the Sou-
thern Provinces of this Continent only, have an{wered this
Expectation, in any tolerable Degree ; Carolina has produc-
ed fome, but not the beft, Pitch, Tar, and Turpentine ;
the other Kinds of Naval Stores fent hither from America,
are fcarce worth mentioning. The great Trade of the
Northern Parts is ftill in Commodities, not enumerated,
and there is great Reafon to fear it will always continue fo.
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1o Part of their then Produce but Furs, U=
der the Dire@ion of the Legiflator’s _]ealoufy
we may form a Judgment of the Tendency and
Strength of his Affections. He found in the
Produs of the /7z/}-Indies, and of the South-
ern continental Provinces, all the Conditions
ofa perfect Colony Trade. 1ft. The Products were
valuable, as well at the home as at the foreign
Market. 2dly. By a Poflibility of effeting a
total Obftruction of their Communication with
Foreigners, every Part of the Benefit of the
Plantation Produce and Trade was fecured to
the Mother Nation. 3dly. The conftitutional
Dependence was unfhakeably eftablithed by
this neceflary and only Intercourfe with Great
Britain. And laftly, which was the leading
Object of the A& in all its Regulations, the
Seamen employed in this Trade, being, pre-
vious to every out, and fubfequent to every
home, Voyage, neceflarily found in England, the
Refources fought for our naval Power, were at
Home and in our own Power. Of this Trade
the Legiflator was therefore not only careful
but jealous. As to the Northern Provinces,
it was vifible to him, that they could never
come directly, nor without many Limitations,
under the commercial Ideas of Colonzes. 'They
could not, except in a few Articles, trade with
England dire&tly,and therefore muftoften trade
with Foreigners. By this original and irre-
mediable Fault in the Nature of their Produce,
neither the trading nor the conflitutionable

Dependence
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Dependence of thofe Provinces could be {o (o=
lidly and fo entirely fecured. Their Shipping
and Seamen might grow numerous, and yet
add little to the Refources of the Englifh Navy.
They could at beft in a t7ading Light be con-
fidered only as Zalf Colonies; fince it was im-
pofiible to fubject them to thofe Regulations,
to which the Colonies of every European
Power are obliged to {ubmit, in order effeCtuall
to anfwer the Purpofes for which Plantations
are eftablithed ; the true Plantation Trade
forming the moft valuable Obje& of Commerce
to every Country which poffefles it. The A&
therefore enterprifed but little for the Regu-
lation of their Trade: it was not encour-
aged, becaufe it interfered with our home
Trade : and it was not checked, becaufe that
‘Check would have been prejudicial to an in-
nocent People, and becaufe we derived fome
collateral Advantages from it.

The Spirit, therefore, of the A& of Navi-
gation was direGly the reverfe of that, which
has influenced fome of our modern Politicians,
who have confidered the northern Provinces
on the Continent of Americe as the only Ob-
jeéts deferving Attention ; and have treated
with Negle&, and even Contempt, thole Ob-
jeéts, which our Anceftors have taken fuch
great, and almoft exclufive Care, to provide
for, in the moft leading and important of all
their commercial Laws.

I thall now proceed to lay before the Reader
fuch Confiderations, as muft tend to bring us

E back
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back to our original, and, I imagine, truc
Notions on this Subject. :

Having thus fhewn the MaximS_, on which
we formerly conduéted ourfelves in our com-
mercial Policy, I fhall nowlay before the Reader
fome Confiderations tending to prove, that,
with regard to the #ef}-Indian Trade, there s
no reafon at prefent to alter our Syftem.

The firft Confideration which I propofe on
our Weft-Indian Commerce, is its Quantity -
and Value, even in its bounded State before the
War. \

The dire& Import of Great Britain alone
from the #/eft-Indjes, in the Year 1759, a Year
fubject to the Loffes and Cafualties of War,
and exclufive of Guadaloupe, which was then
but juft conquered, amounted to no lefs than
1.833,6481. 165, 8d. whereas the' Import
from the gréat and populous northern Colonies
of New England, New York, and Penfilvania, all
‘taken together, amounted but to 70,074 1. 125.
3d. and the whole North American Import
together amounted to little more than a Third
of the Weft-Indian. :

The fecond Confideration relating to the
Wefl~Indian Commerce, is its cc}mprehen_ﬁve and
conneftive Nature : from- the many Branches
‘of our Trade that depend upon, and center
in 1t,

With regard to our Dominions in Eurape,
there is fcarce an Article of Britifh Produce
~which is not largely confumed in the #ef-
‘Indzes ; and there is not in the Weft-Indies any
~other Source of internal or external Supply,

‘ than
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than from Great Britain and her Colonies.
Other Nations, nay, our other Colonies trade
with us, and with one another for Conve-
niency at beft; the Trade of the /7ef- Indies
with Great Britain is necefiary to them, ne-
ceffary as their Exiftence : and they neither
have, nor poffibly can have an Intereft either
in the leaft diftin& from, or in the leaft in-
terfering with ours.

The Benefit of the W/r’ India Trade to our
European Dominions is not confined to Grear
Britain. Our Iland Colonies, and they alone,
take off a large Quantity of Provifions from
Ireland ; a Confideration of no trivial Confe-
quence, not only from the Connection of In-
tereft by which that Trade binds together the
{everal Parts of our Empire, but alfo becaufe,
whatever Provifions go to our own Colonies
are {fo much taken from the Markets of our
moft dangerous Rivals, and moft determined
Enemiés. :

A third Confideration, and a very weighty
one, is, that almoft the whole of that exten-
five and lucrative Trade, which we carry on
with the Coaft of Africa, is maintained by,
and muft be put to the Account of the /efi-
Indies, becaufe the Wefl-India Hlands form the
great Markets for Negroe Slaves.

The Trade to Africa is of the very beft
Kind. It is for the greateft Part fed with
our own Manufa&ures; our Fire Arms, our
Ammunition, our Utenfils, our Stuffs, and our
Spirits, of all which we exported in the Year
1761 to the Value ofzq4,3811 115, ¢d. What

E 2 remains
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remains of the Affortment for that Market is
compofed entirely of Egft-Indian Goods, of

"which in the fame Year it took off 78,5761-
18s, 6d, i 3

Thus the Weft-Indies fuﬂaxp, not only
a large Share of the direct Engfyfh Trade, but
alfo contribute very confiderably to the Sup-
port of that.mighty Pillar of our national Com-
merce and Credit, the Egf}-India Comp?,ny.
1 muft beg leave to repeat it, and to fix it in
the Reader’s Memory, that the African Trade
centers in, and is fupported by the #e/t- Indies ;
and that this Trade, with its confequential Ad-
vantages, is the principal Dependence of the
two after London, the greateft and moft flou-
rithing trading Cities in Great Britain, Briffol
and Lzverpool. :

There 1s another Confideration relative to
this Trade, fHll more important in itfelf, and
more effential in the prefent Examination, be-
, caufe it will point out to us how ill we confult
the Interelt of North America herfelf, either
relatively to her own particular Profperity, or
to her Intercourfe with us, when we happen,
as I conceive we have in this Treaty, to ne-
glect the 7Veft-Indian Commerce.

For feveral of the moft confiderable Com-=
modities of North Awmerica, particularly of the
moft northern Parts, their Plank, their Lum-
ber, their Staves, their Provifion, there exifts
no other Market whatever, than the Weft-
Indian Ilands ; for their Corn and their Fith,
it_ is the neareft and beft they can find. It
will be neceflary further to obferve, that thefe

Commodities

~Vy




Jf cro 1]
Commodities, being grofs and bulky, employ
a very great Number of Veflels; and thefe
Veffels again are not only the Carriers of their
Commodities, but are alfo themfelves a Com-
modity of great Confideration, and form one
of the moft lucrative Branches of the Norzs
American Trade. In a Word, it is by Means
of the Wefl-Indian Trade that a great Part of
North America is at all enabled to trade with
us, for they principally pay the Ballance due to
Great Britain, which otherwife they could
never pay, out of this Fund ; either in Cafh,
or in Bills drawn by the Weft-Indian Mer-
chant on ZLondon, or in the Return of Weft-
Indian Produce on their own Account; for the
Ballance in this Trade is always confiderably
in their Favour.
. That this Confideration, and the Inference
drawn from it, is not pufhed too far to ferve a
prefent Purpofe in Argument, I fhall evince,
by fthewing that the fame Confideration was
made, andthe fame Confequence inferred, many
Years fince, by a very able Writer on Trade,
and long before this Controverfy exifted. “ As
our northern Colonies, fays this ymfcmus
¢¢ Writer, an{wer their Returns to Greas
‘. Britain, by Means chiefly of our Sugar
¢« Iflands, it fhews plainly how much it be-
¢¢ hoves us to fecure and preferve, zfzcmafe and -
‘¢ encourage, the Sugar Iflands; for without
5o fouthem Plantations, our northern Co-
¢¢ Jonies can be of no real Advantage to us,
¢ fince. what they at prefent are muft ceafe
< on
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¢ on the Decay, or Lofs of the Sugar Iﬂa_nd_s.
<« from whence tbeir Value to Great Britain
< chigfly arifes, and for Want of which they
«« would be otherwile prejudicial Colonies o
“« their Mother-country *¥.”

So that in Reality the Trade of thefe North
American Provinces, when ftated in its true
Light, is, as well as that of Afruca, to be re-
garded but as a dependent Member, and fub-
ordinate Department of the #efl-Indian Trade;
it muft rife and fall exaétly as the Weft-Indies
flourith or decay.

I hope I cannot be fo far mifunderftood, as
if I meant to deny the Importance of our
continental Colonies; I am, on the contrary,
extremely fenfible of their Value, and affeted
with an unfeigned Zeal for their Profperity;
but I fhould be forry it were found to be a
Zeal without Knowledge. I know that the
Infular and Continental Colonies of Awmerica,
are reciprocally beneficial to each other; but
the Benefit, though reciprocal, is not equal.
The Weft-Indies might be fupplied diretly
trom England, with moft of the Articles which
come from our northern Plantations, though, I
admit, neither quite fo cheap, nor with fo much
Convenience. I might add, that from the very
improved State of Agriculture and Pafturage
in our Eurgpean Dominions, our Sugar Co-
lonies would fuffer much lefs from a Deficiency
i North America, than thofe of France, to
whofe Profperity the Trade with the Englifb

northern

# Vide Survey of Trade, publithed in 1718, Page 14q,
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northern Colonies is more neceffary by fa-
than it is to the Englih Wefi~Indies ; which
might flourifh, though the northern Eftablith-
ments did not exift. On the other hand it is
certain, 1f the Wef - India Matket was
taken away, thefe northern Colonies muft of
Neceflity “lofe more than Three-fourths of
their whole Trade; and a Trade of the more
Importance to them, and to the Welfare of the
Mother-country; the Ballance being, as I think
I have before obferved, very greatly, and very
uniformly, i their Favour. It is not to depre-
ciate the North American Trade, that I have
made thefe Obfervations, but merely to fet it
in its proper Place in our commercial Syftem ;
for a Confideration of Things out of their due
Order, is often worfe than no Confideration of
them at all.

The Weft - India being the great diref?
Trade, and that, through which the Bal-
lance of all is paid to Eugland ; that Trade, of
which our Anceftors in the A& of Naviga-
tion, the Parent of all our Trade, fhewed
fuch extreme Jealoufy, and of which alone
they thewed any Jealoufy, muft in Reafon be
confidered as the primary Object in the Syftem
of our Colonies. Thofe {ubordinate Syftems
of Commerce, which exift by adminiftring to
the Support of that primary Trade, as thofe
of Africaand North America, muft always be
confidered in a fecondary Light, and as they
are conneéted to that of the Weft-Indies, in
whofe Orbit they muft move: and nothing
can be fo capitally and prepofteroufly abfurd,

- as
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25 to form Schemes for the Extenfion ?f otif
Dominions in North America and Africa, on
a Plan exclufive of the We/i-Indies. It would
be almoft as rational to think of fattening a
Beaft, after you had fewed up his Mouth.

- I muft further obferve on the relative Va-
lue, to Great Britain, of our Weft-Indian e.md
northern Colonies, that the Duties im-
pofed on Sugar form no contemptible ijc&
in our Revenue, No one Commodity of
" North America, except Tobacco (and that is
the Growth of only Virginia and Maryland)
is in the leaft fubfervient, either there or here,
to our Expences, and to the Support of the
general Intereft, 1 il

But befides the Duties which the %%/~ Indian
"‘Produce pays in Great Britain, there is alio
a Brif1fb Duty paid in the /e~ Indses. 1 {peak
here of the Four and a Half per Cent. Duty,
paid on the Spot by all Commodities of the
Growth of the Leffer Antilles. From thisDaty
-nedr forty thoufand Pounds a Year comes into
the Treafury, This is a dire& Tribute which
the Wefi-Indies pay to us for our Protection.
None of our northern continental Colonies pay
any thing of this Sort; and fome of them,
after immenfe and almoft incredible Sums ex-
pended on them, are ftill burthenfome.

Before I clofe this Article, 1 think it.not
amifs to remark upon an Extra& from the
Cuftom-houfe Entries, gited in the Poﬁfcfipt
to the Pamphlet I have already {o often men-
tioned, which was wrote purely with a View to
depreciate our Weff-Indian Iflands, and to

3 - . €xaggerate
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exaggerate the Importance of North America,
in a Light independent of the Wef-Indies.

We' there find * the Export to the Weff-
dndses in the ¥ear 1758, to have been but
877,571 1. 195, 11 d. whereas that, to Norzh
America, amounted to 1.832,9481. 135, 70d.
~ In order to difcover the extreme Fallacy of
this Proceedmcr, you muit obferve that, while
he difplays “the Britifh Export to Nerth
America, andto the We/i—fndzes, he takes due
Care mtlrely to fink the Import, that is to fay,
the Returns to Greaz Britain from both. He
thews you indeed where the Britifh Goods go;
but he neither thews you from whence, nor
by what Means, they are-paid for. The Au-
thor is, to do him juftice, too knowing in his
Subje&t to have made this Omiffion through In-
advertency. Itis eafily accounted for,

If he had given a fair State of our Exports
to, and Imports from North America and the
“Weft-Indies refpetively, the Account Would
have ftood thus: )
' Fig b od , L s A

Exports Imports
to North  $1.832,048 13 10|from the 1.8344036 ‘2 2

America, Weft-Indies,

Imports : Exports to :
from, North } 648,683 © 4| the Wefi- } 8775571 19 11
America, - Tudies, !
Deficiency © | Excefsof Im-

- of Imports, | - E ports, being ‘
being aBal- : a Ballance ‘ '
lancedueto ¢ 1.1849265 13 6}due from 956,464 2 3
Great Bri- GreatBritain
tain from tothe e/t
N, dmerica, Tudies.

* Vide Int, of Col. Page 57.
E And
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And from fuch a fair State of thofe Trades
two Things muft have appeared ; firft, that
the Returns made by North America to Great
Britain are exceflively inferior to what Norzh
America receives from hence, whereby a
Ballance fiands againft North America of no lefs
than 1.184,265/. 13s. 6d. And as we know
that North America contains no Mines of Gold
or Silver, the Reader muft naturally have in-
quired by what Means this Ballance was made
up to Great Britain ; and this Enquiry would
have led his Attention to the Weff-IndianTrade;
the fair State of which would have difcovered
the fecond Thing, «:z. that contrary to the
Cafe of North America, the Returns made by
ithe Wefi-Indies to Great Britain are exceflively
{uperior to what the Wefi-Indies receive from
hence, whereby a Ballance flands jfor the Weft
Indies, of nolefs than 956,464 /. 2s. 3d. Now as
1t is well known that we never fend Treafure to
.the Wejt-Indies to make up this Ballance (on the
contrary we receive a great deal from thence)
.t would as naturally be afked how this Over-
plus on the Side of the /7¢/?-Indies was anfwer-
“ed and ballanced on the Side of Grear Britain;
and this, upon Examination, would appear to
have been done by three Ways,
- Firft, By our Wefi-Indies taking upon them-
felves the Payment of a very large Part of that
exceflive North American Deficiency,a Fa& that
would clearly have fhewn the Dependence of
North America on that Trade, without which
our North American Colonies could never pay

3 for,
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for, nor confequently take off,our Manufatures.
Secondly, In paying for almoft the whole
African Trade, by which their Importance in
anotherLight would have become evident.And,
Tbirdly, In the very great Sums fpent by the
Weft - Indian Planters refident in England ;
whereas we derive {carce any Advantage of that
Kind, nonefl am {ure that is worth men-
tioning, from any of the continental Plantations
to the Northward. :
All this, I fay, would have appeared from
a fair and ballanced State of the Exports to,
and Imports from, North America and the Wef?-
Indies ; and this,inftead of lowering, would have
.raifed the vaft Importance of the Wef-India
Plantations. Whereas, from the imperfe, and
therefore fallaciousState of it, given by thatWri-
ter, an inattentive, uninformed Reader might
be apt to imagine, thatGreat Britainhad noother
Advantage from ‘the #eft-Indies, than fimply
whatarofe from herExportsthither; than which
Suppofition nothing can be more groundlefs.

- This Writer goes ftill further; and, as it were
in Triumph, proceeds to thew how {mall the
proportional Increafe of the WVeft-India Trade

" has been to that of North America. This is,
I believe, very lamentably true ; but after what
has been faid, the Reader, I imagine, wiil
of himfelf draw a Conclufion from it dia-
metrically oppofite to that Gentleman’s With-
es*, He will fee (for even that Gentleman

302 will
* Vid. Int, of Col. p. 35.
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will inform him) that our Wefi-India Trade
“has been cramped merely for Want of Land, 31’1(,1
not for Wiant of Market. Whereas the Norto
American Trade has extended, becaufe it had
Land fufficient to bear fuch an Extent for -
Ages to come, and becaufe it found a
Market, not indeed in the Eng/i/h, butin the
French Sugar Colonies, which had alfo increafed
abundantly, becaufe they (the French) had
Land in Abundance, in the Weft-Indies. Coms=
mon Senfe would dictate to us the Scheme of
Acquifition where we wanted,not where we did
not want; and the fame plain Guide would
diret us to prefer that Plan, which, by the
Operation of one fingle Principle, muft extend
our Trade where it was limited, and reétify it,
where it was wrong dire¢ted. Acquifition in
the Weft-Indies muft increafe our limited and
decaying Sugar Trade, and at the fame time .
recall our, extenfive indeed, but erring Trade of
WNorth America, from French to Engli/hMarkets.
‘This fingle Confideration might feem fuffi-
cient to enforce the Propriety, I had almoft
faid Neceffity, of making Acquifitions in the
Weft-Indies even in Preference, had that been
the Difpute, as it was not, to continental Acqui-
fitions ; but there is another Confideration re-
fuiting from the fameFa&,which in myOpinion
1s {till more cogent. -
‘This Author has thewn, that our Export to
the Weft-Indies, is greatly inferior to our Ex-
port to the northern Colonies. But he has,
. perhaps,
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perhaps, moreartfully,thanin genuoufly, omitted
the Proportion of the Inhabitants, who call for
thefe Exports. In all the Brizi/h Iflands it will
be. difficult to raife the Whites to 00,000;
Now: if in the Year 1758, thefe 9o,000 con-
fumed 877,571l 19s. 11d. and the Inhabitants
of North America, who exceed a Millionand an
half, took off,according tohisown ftating of the
Queftion, but 1.832,9481. 13s. 10d. it appears
at-a Glance that one Man in the Wef-Indies is
worth to the Trade of the Mother Country
as much-as eight are worth in - North Avierica,
which fhews how much more valuable the
Trade of the Wefl-Indres is, than the Trade
of North ~America, in Proportion to the
Number of Inhabitants; and if we were
to take in -the Extent of Territory, we
fhould be loft in the Difproportion. From
thefe Fadts, furnithed by that Author for a di-
rect contrary Purpofe, we muft neceffarily in--
fer it to be our Intereft, not indeed to contract,
or in any-wife negle&t our continental Poffef-
. fions, but to attend to the Increafe of thofe
between the Tropicks, as the primary'and'

leading Object of our Policy. |
To -return, I have fhewn that the //z/2-
Indien Trade is almoft the fole Support of the
African ; the. principal Support of the North
American; a moft beneficial Market for the
Eafl-Indian ; and a very great Confumer of
our Home Commadities. Can any thing more
irrefiftibly dire& us where we are bound, if
our
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our national Intereft conftitutes our political
Obligations, to acquire and to keep? cfpecmlly
when we take into our Confideration a Matter,
in my Opinion, abfolutely decifive in this Con-
troverfy, that, in North America, we had Land
without Bounds, and a very contracted Mar-
ket, and that, with Regard to the WVe/t-Indzes,
we had a Market without Limits, and Means
of fupplying it altogether difproportioned.

The Reader will not forget that the Foun-
dation of the Treaty was an w7 poffidetis. The
French admitted our Pofifeflion for a Right,
- they did not even defire any Reftitution for
which they did not profefs to pay a full and
juft Equivalent; France left the Valuation of
the Equivalent to ourfelves. If any Offer of
theirs appeared unequal to what they afked
in Return, we were left at Liberty to retain our
Poffeffion, for the Barter was only to take
place on a Suppofition of mutual Conveniency.
This was admitted to be the governing Prin-
ciple of all the Exchanges and Equivalents
propofed in that Treaty.

Now, whether Minorca can be confidered
as a full and juft Equivalent for Guadaloupe,
which was to have been ceded in Exchange forit
by that Treaty, is what I propofe to examine ;
and this I fhall do by fating, to the utmoft
of my Knowledge, and the beft of my Judg-
ment, the Advantages of both.

‘The Advantages of -Minorca were either
political or commercial. The political Advan-
tages, which we were faid to derive from that

Ifland,
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Ifland, were, that by the Pofleflion of the for-
tified Harbour of Muaborn, we awed the pyrati-
cal States of Barbary ; that we made ourfelves
refpetable to the lzalian Powers ; and that we
were better able in Times of War to {uppost
the Operations of our Allies, and diftrefs the
Mediterranean Trade of the Enemy.

Thefe Advantages were undoubtedly in
fome Degree real, and in fome Degree im-
portant. Let them ftand at their full Value;
but at the fame Time let it be remembered,
that at the very Beginning of this War, we
loft Mznorca; and that by this Lofs, from that
Time to this Moment, now near fix Years,
we have {carce felt the leaft Prejudice in any
of the above-mentioned Inftances. We f{tiil
awed the African States, we ftill preferved the
Refpe&t of the Iralian Powers, and we abun-
dantly damaged the Enemy’s Trade ; the
Pofleflion of Gibraltar proved fully fufficient
for all thefe Purpofes. *

The commercial Advantages of Minorca are
very eafily enumerated ; they confifted in one
fingle, and that no very confiderable, Article.
The Minorguins fent hither the Value of about
500/, annually of an ordinary and little efteem-
ed Wine. This was the whole of the Com-
merce they carried on with Great Britain,
except that in return they took fome few of
our Manufactures, but not to half the Value
of the Money which we ourfelves had before
fent thither, to pay our Garrifon.

Againft
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- Againft this refpectable Return, it will be

neceflary to ballance the Expence of keeping
the Obje of fo defirable 2 Commerce. In the
Year 1753, a Time of profound Peace, it ap-
pears by the publick Accounts, that the military
Eftablithment of this Ifland coft the Nation
24,293 1. The civil Government had wholly

fwallowed up its own little Revenue. In the

Year 1742, a Year of War, the Expence arofe td
84,2311. T only ftate the current Expence;
the immenfe Sums from Time to Time ex-

ended on the Fortifications are totally omitted.
From this Idea of the Value of Mizorca, we
may in Part eftimate the Damage we fuftained
by the Lofs, and the Solicitude we ought
to {hew for the Recovery, of this Poffeffion.
By lofing Minorca, we loft sool. per Aunum

in our grofs Trade, and we acquired to the

Revenue at the loweft Rate 74,2931, The
political Advantages of Minorca are in a great
meafure, if not entirely, fupplied by Gibraltar;
and in the commercial Light, the Lofs of ‘that
Ifland has been an annual Saving to the Nation
of the Intereft of above two Millions of oufr
mational Debt, ‘ .

- Let us fuppofe, that by this Treaty we were
‘to have made no Sacrifices at all, in ‘Retarh
for ‘this Ifland ; but that the French had freely

agreed to furrender Minorca without any Com-

‘penfation; may it not be Matter of fome Doubt,
‘whether, evenin that Cafe, it would have beeh
very clearly, ‘or at leaft very materially, our'In-

terefl to accept their Offer. In whatfoever Man-=.

ner this Doubt may be refolved, Iam confidcnt
& i
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it would be the Intereft of Frasnce, rather to
give it up for nothing, than to continue at
the Expence of an Incumbrance, without Dig-
nity or Profit,and which can add nothing what- .
foever to their Commerce, their Strength ne
their Reputation. ,

But they were fenfible of our Foible, they
were not fo difinterefted as to part even w1th an
Incumbrance, without obliging us to pay an
high Price for it; but they took care, how-
ever, not to imitate our Condu&, when an
Obje& of the like Kind cameto be offered
on our Side, and to be valued by them.
Though we had the Generofity to pur-"
chafe an Incumbrance from them, they re-
fufed in their Turn to difburthen us at their
own Charge, and thev declared that they knew
Belleifle could be of no Ufe * to us, and they
dealt accordingly ; they left us B,eﬂ’z/fc, they
would bid nothing forit, and having f refufed
to fet any Value upon it, they CGmp\,I ed us
to admit the In[‘gmﬁcmce of that Pofiefiion,
by our yielding it without any Compcnfauon
what{oever.

They were, on the other Side, too wife not
te make an Advantage of our Predilection.
Tne) affected to raife [V’zrorm to Confideration,

G by

* Vid. Hift. Mem. of the Neg. P. 27. ¢ France thought
& the kecping of Be]lr’i’c would be mc:urpfﬂfve than pr oﬂz‘abw
w3 England n

1 Vid. Hift. Mem. oft‘v* Nep.sIN° 2 G0ArL.C 6. S0

““ feems as if England ﬁ’}f ed Pel]u‘]r_ ﬁr Minorta, a5
<< “France dses not allow the Fmfertance of Belleifle, the “two
S Courts will-retain their foveral Gginions, F nﬂi:md ﬂ‘a[’
¢ mginiain her Congue/ty and Fiance /i all Lave Minorca.”
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by the Price they demanded for it, and requi-
red for one of the worft Iflands in Europe, two
as well circumftanced for Trade, as any in the
Weft-Indies. ; e

To fet the Propriety of this Exchange in its -
full Light, I fhall take a very fhort, but I
Liope, a very fatisfatory Method. I fhall be-
gin with laying before the Reader a naked
Fa&, a Table of the Value of the Commo-
dities imported in one Year from Guadaloupe
into England. On this I fhall afterwards make
a few explanatory Remarks.

Pfoduce of Guadaloupe at the Englith Market, from Chriffs
mas 1760, to Ghriftmas 1761, at the prime Cof.

Value.
Commodities 1. Ve
Cocoa Nuts e 11,497 o o©
Coffee —_— — 66,261 16 3
Caflia Fiftula a8 2,100 8t a
Tamarinds = _ 175 00
Dry Ginger ‘= e 2,713 19 ©
Sugar T — 405,02z 4 o
Cow Hides 5c8 4 o
Indigo — ——— 462 18 o
Cordial Waters PRt B 27 &N
Rum e B 775 o o
Succades ——— e S 90 19 6
Cotton 112,792 10 o
603,269 3 9

The Importance of this Ifland is not, like
that of fome other of our Pofleffions, a Subjeét
of political Reafonings, and a Topic of idle
Speculation. Here is a commercial Obje& of
above 600,000 1. yearly Value. It would be as
ridiculous, as unjuft, ‘to accufe the Writer of
2 partial Attachment to, or a fond Preference

of,
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of, this Obje&, fince the Greatnefs of it is no
longer a Matter of Opinion, but of Account,
and of an Account tco moft moderately ftated,
fince it does not take in the whole Value of
that Ifland, but of its Exports te England only,
as that alone could hitherto be exactly afcer-
tained. i ¢

But I muft inform the Reader, 1ft. That
the two principal Ports of Scotland, Glafzow
and Lesth, have carried on a very confiderable
Trade with this Ifland. '

2dly. That the Inhabitants of Guadaloupe
continue to carry on a greater Trade, than any
Englifh Mland does, with North America,
where they difpofe of their Molaffes, as they
have not as yet fallen into the Method of
making Rum, which the Policy of France did
not fuffer her Iflands to make, left that Spirit
thould interfere with the Brandies of France;
but certainly this will bea very confiderable
Article of Export from Guadaloupe to Great
Britain, if we retain that Ifland. -

3dly. In this Year the Enemy took a
great Number of Ships, and fome very valu-
able ones, coming from Guadaloupe to Eng-
land. 1 am fure it will be a very moderate
Computation to ftate them at no more than
£0,000l. Whatever the Value of them might
have been, the Reader muft fee that there is
juft fo much Lofs to.the Table I have given
above of the Exports of Guadaloupe to Eng-.
land.

Thefe three Articles, though it is impoffible

G 2 to
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to afcertain their juft Extent, are yet neceéfla=
rily to be taken into the Account of the Value'
of Guadaloupe, They are as much Faéts;
though not accurately defined, as any one Ar=
ticle ftated in the Account itfclf.’ :
" In every Argument concerning the Com=
merce of the Wefp-Indies, it is common to
fay the principal Strefs upon the Sugar Pro-
duce. It is certainly relied on with great Re~
fon, becaufe being a grofs Commodity, ‘it in-
creafes our Tonnage : Being low in its original -
Price, it becomes a proper Bafis for heavy Du-
ties, and being of very large Demand, muft
have a proportionable Effeét in the general
Ballance of Trade. But this I apprehend is not
much difputed. The Importance of this Ar-
ticle is indeed fo highly rated, that our #ef-
Indian Plantations are, in common Acceptation,
confidered merely as Sugar Iflands ; the Advo-
cates for an Extent of Territory, in that Part
of the World, have hitherto dwelt almoft
wholly upon the Benefit of fupplying fo-
reign Markets with this Commodity.

But without derogating at zall from the
Value of this rich Produ&ion, there is another
' Article, the Produce of the Wefl-Indies in ge-
neral, and of Guadaloupe in particular, which
I think not inferior even to Sugar (pofiibly it
may be of flill greater commercial Confe-
quence) and to which ] therefore with more
immediately to dire&t the Reader’s Attention. B
mean Cotton ; of which we fee Guadaloupe fent.
us laft Year to the Value of 112,792l 10s.
7 Qur

3
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Our Manufadtures employ annually about

13,000 Bags of this Commodity. Before the
Acquifition of Guadaloupe, our own Colonies
did by no Means anfwer our Demands; our
great Supply came from the Levans, © For the
greateft Part therefore of all the Cotton we
ufed, we depended upon Strangers; we de-
pended upon a Country fo frequently infefted
-with the Plague, - that nothing could be more
precarious than the Supply : we depended upon
a Country too, to which we fent but a {mall
Proportion of our Manufatures, and a vaft
~Ballance in ready Money.

Thefe Difadvantages in the Supply of Cotton
from the Zevant, deferve our moit ferious At-
tention, as they ftrike fometimes at the very
Being of a confiderable Manufacture, and at all
times keep it in a precarious and dependent
State ; for as often as the Crops in the Eaft hap-
“pened to fail, as they frequently did, we have in
-that Cafe before this War, been always fupplied

from the French Weft-Indian Iflands through
the Hands of the Dutch, who, as they fupplied
the Market, fo of Confequence they regulated
_the Price, and allowed the Cotton to us oniy at
fuch an advanced Rate, as made it impofiible
" for us to carry our Manufactures to Market on
equal Terms with themfelves, and much lefs
with the French.

The Report of the Houfe of Commons up-
on the Application of thofe concerned in the
Cotton and Linnen Manufacture, about twelve
Years ago, throws a great Light upon this
Subjedt,

The
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The Report fets forth, that a great Part of
the Manufactures of Lancafbire, are com-
pofed of Cotton and of Linnen Yarn, and that
the Dutch and French have the Linnen Yarn at
a much cheaper Rate than our Engl/i/h Manu-
faGurers. Now it is certain, that nothing but
the low Price of Cotton can enable us to afford
{o high a Price for Linnen Yarn ; for if we muft
pay an high Price for each of the two on/y Ma-
terials which compofe this Manufacture, it isim-
“pofiible for us to go to Market with either the
Cotton or the mixed Commedity on a Par
with thofe who command the Materials of
both at their own Price. This is no Speculation,
we know from Experience what we atually
have f{uffered by this Defet in our Colonies.
About twelve Years ago, on account of a
Plague in the Levant, our Import of Cotton
from thence became altogether infufficient to
anfwer our Demands; our own Weft-Indies
could by no Means make up the Deficiency.
In this our Emergency, the Dutch, as appears
from the Report of that Committee, beftirred
them{elves with fuch A&ivity, Boldnefs, and
Succefs, as to threaten the Deftrucion of all
our Manufaltures which depended on Cotton.
A like Failure happened in the Crops of
the Levant in 1760. We did not that Year im-
port above 1,900 Bags from the Levant, from
whence in fome Years we imported 10,000; but
was the Confequence the fame laft Year as in the
fameCircumftances it had been twelve Years be-
 fore ? far from it: Guadaloupe in this Emergency
threws,o 13Bags of Cotton into our Scale,which
was
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was thenonthePoint of kickingtheBeam,and our
Manufactures have uninterruptedly proceeded.
The Schemesof Monopoly formed by the Duzch
were baffled, though they had in theYear 1761
ten times their former Advantages, and were not
under theNeceflityas formerlyin § armed Veflels
to force a Trade with the French, who, in-
ftead of oppofing them, now invited them to
their Market. Guadaloupe then, I fay, broke
the Meafures. of the Dusch, and in this very
laft Year refcued a confiderable Manufacture
from impending Ruin. In that Year Guada-
loupe produced rooo Bags, which is double
the Quantity of Cotton which Famaica, the
greateft and richeft of our Iflands, ever
produced in one Year. That wealthy and
flourithing Ifland fent home in that Year but
2125 Bags, not half the Produce of Guada-
loupe ; and by Retrofpe& for feveral Years to
the Produce of Famaica, it is evident that the
Cotton Produce of that Ifland rather declines
than increafes ; a Circumftance which feems,
I think, plainly to mark in that Ifland f{ome
' natural

1 Vide p. 21. of the Report from the Committee re-

lating to the chequered and ftriped Linnens in the Year
1751, there is this Extrad from a Letter from #ntigua.

. Antigua, Feb. 4, 1750-1.

¢ Governor Heyliger has already engaged the greater Parg

¢ of what Cotton is made in the Danifh Iflands, Santa Cruz,

¢ St. John’s, St. Thomas, befides the vaff Duantities

< of that Commodity be datly imports at St. Euftatia from the

« ¥rench Iflands in three large Sloops of bis, that force a

< Trade with the¥inhabitants of the French Iflands.=~-He is
¢ at this Expence to come at Catton,”
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natural “or political Unfitnefs for this I;’rodu&-
tion ; whereas the Growth of Cotton 1n Gua-~
daloupe continually increafes ; and I may ven-
ture to aflert, that there is an high Prq-
bability if kept in our Hands, that this
Article, as well as every other, will at lea-ft
double, fince not a Third of theLand conveni-
_ent to Ports and capable of Cultivation is yet
cleared, and fcarce any is fully flaved.

In oneWord, this fingle Article of Guadalsu-
san Produce, is near treble the Value of all the
Produce of all the Acquifitions we wereto have
made by Treaty ; and, did ‘it produce nothing
¢lfe, itis, even in this refpect, a moft defire-
able Objett. |
If therefore it be our Intereft with as much
Cheapnefs, with as great Certainty, and with
as little Difadvantage as poffible in the Ballance
of Trade, to furnifh ourfelves with Cotton, °
it 1s as plain, that this can be done effectually,
only by retaining in our Hands, and by im-
- proving to the utmoft of our Abilities, thofe
Places, which, from the prefent State of their
atual Export, difcover an Aptitude in the
Soil, and in the Difpofition of the Inhabitants,
to raife a Commuodity {o neceflary to our Ma-
nufaltures. '
If we had as minutely informed ourfelves
concerning the Importance of this Conqueft,
as a People attentive to their Intereft, and
Jealous of their commercial Advantages, ought
to have done, we could hardly have thought of
affording Guadaloupe {o low a Place in the
Scale of our Acquifitions.

The
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The ingenious Author of the Intereff was
of opinion, that the Acquifition of Guadaloupe
could prove no Remedy for the * Scantinefs of
Land fo juftly complained of, even by himfelf,
in our Weft-Indies. I hope he will now be in-
duced to change his Opinivn, when he finds
that the Produce of this Colony alone is already
worth above 6o0o0,000l. a Year; that it is
very near equal to the Produce of all the reft
of the Englifh Leward Hlands ; that even laft
Year it amounted to more than a Third of the
Whole of what we imported from all our
old Wefi-India Plantations put together. It is
very well known to every Gentleman in that
Trade, that the Produce of Guadaloupe has this
Year exceeded the Produce of the laft, as the
Produce of the laft did that of the Year before ;
and as probably thenext will the Produce of this.
In the Englfh Hands it will be, for an
Age to come, the very beft Market for Slaves;
and will for ever continue a very good
one, not only for that Article but for the Con-
fumption of all Sorts of Britifh ManufaCtures.

Another Conjecture of this ingenious Writer’s
on this Subje®, is likewife overturned by Fact.
He is of Opinion, that probably 4 none, or a

H very

* Vide Int. Page 46. ¢ Though I am far from thinking
¢ que have Sugar Land enough, I cannot think Guadaloupe
 is [o defirable an Increafe of it.” .

t+ Int. of Col. Page. 46. fpeaking of our keeping Guada-
lsupe, and exporting 1ts Sugars, he fays, Perbaps the amazing

«¢ Increafe of Enghth Confumption, might flop maft of it bere.”
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very {mall Quantity, of the Sugars of Guada-
Joupe will be exported. If he will give him-
felf the Trouble to enquire, he will ﬁqd that
they are nearly a// exported, together with the
whole of the Coffee, of which Commodity we
fee this Ifland produces to the Value of
G, aprliGa gd. 0 ,

But if neither Sugar, nor Coffee, were ex-
ported, but the Whole of each Commodity
was employed in the Home Confumption ; yet
would it not be ftill a very material Point, that
 our own Produé@s in one Part of our Dominions,
thould pay for our Produéts in another, inftead
of our being obliged to pay ready Money for
them in foreign Markets ?

.Here I muft remark with fome Concern a
Miftake, which the fame ingenious Writer
has been, I know not how, led into ; namely,
that this Ifland will not take off above I
100,000}. of our Manufatures.

If the Trade of Guadaloupe were in Reality
confined within even thofe narrow Limits, I
conceive, that the entire Carriage,and mercantile
Profit, of 603,269 1. 3. gd. of Produce, the
Ufeof above 5,000 Bags of Cotton for our Manu-
factures, and the certain Confumption of even
100,000 L. of our Brisifhb Commodities, would
make this a moft valuable Conqueft, and wor-
thy -of our moft ferious Attention. But on

: ' what

1 Int. of Col. Page 47. ¢ Though our own Colonies expend
“ among us almoft the whole Produce of cur Sugar, can we, or
 ought we, to promife ourfelves this will be the Cafe 2 In

‘¢ Guadaloupe, 100,000l. will fupply them with Britifh
 Manufactures,”
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- what Grounds has this Author been pleafed to
circumf{eribe the Export to Guadaloupe with-

in thefe Limits ? Fa in this, as in all his

other Predictions, fpeaks direétly againft him.

The Negroes, fold there this Year, are not fewer

than 4,000; which, at only 30l. a Head,

amounts to 120,00cl. In this fingle Article

-alone, we have 20,000 l. more than this Gen-
tleman is pleafed to allow to the whole Con-
fumption of Britifb ManufaGures. 1 fpeak of

Negroes as perfectly equivalent to Britifh Ma-

nufactures, or to Commodities exported from

Great Britain on Account of Guadaloupe ; for

whether the Briti/b Exportis {fent to Guadaloupe,
- or exchanged in Africa for Slaves for the ufe of
Guadaloupe, certainly the Export from hence
is equally to be put to the Account of Guada-

loupe. 1 have not been able to procure theEx-
port from Great Brifain, correfpondent in point
of Time to the Import given above ; but in
the Year 1760, the very: Year after the Re-
duéion of the Ifland, the dire& Export from
hence had already amounted to 118, 569/ 55.10d
and I muft defire the Reader to obferve, that
Guadaloupe has, befides, been the Market for
all the French Prize Goods taken in the /-
Indies. The Precifion, however, which I have
prefcribed to myfelf, precludes me from bring-
ing this into the Account, as it is impofiible
here to afcertain exactly the Value or Quan-
tity of thofe Goods, which has however been
very cornfiderable. - But exclufive of thefe
e Prize
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Prize Goods, and admitting,contrary to fac, the
immediate Export from hence, to have been
no greater for the laft, or for the current,
Year than what I have ftated for the firft
Year after its Reduction; yet this, joined
to the Britifh Export employed for Gua-
daloupe in the Slave Trade, (which I have
under calculated) will raife the Demand of
Britifb Produce and Labour, occafioned by our
Pofleffion of this Ifland, to 238,569/ 5s. 104.
and to this if we add, as we muft, the Freight-
age, the Commiflion, the Merchant’s Profit on
the Sale of the Bri#//h Commodities there, and
~ the returned Advantages of all the Produce in
the Import hither,and in theRe-export abroad,
in the Manufature at home, and in the Ex-
~pence of thofe who come to London on their
Affairs, it will appear to a Demonftration how
extremely lucrative to England this Hland is,
even in its prefent Stateof imperfect Subjection
and imperfect Cultivation. In this Manner con-
jectures are anfwered by Faéts ; and when this
Weriter {peaks of a Conqueft over a - People of
different Language, Manners, and Religion,
as not worth having ; and of its Value as over-
ballanced by the Expence of keeping it;, he
muft allude to fome other Conqueft, and not

to

+ Vide Int. Page 46. A Country fully inhabited by
* amy Nation, is no proper P??fﬂj?zm Jor ansther of different
*“ Language, Marner, and Relicion - Tt is hardly ever tenable

< at lefs Expence than it is worth.”
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to Guadaloupe 5 for we know that the Expence
of keeping Guadaloupe, even now in T ime of
War, and when the Ifland is entirely French,
is infinitely inferior to the Advantages which
we derive from i1ts Commerce. No Difficulty
is found in keeping the unwarlike Weft-Indian
French, in due Obedience. On a Peace our
Situation will be ftill more favourable. I ven-
ture to fay, that one Regiment will be fully
fufficient for its internal Defence.

This Author indeed, knows, that with Canada
in our Poffeflion we muft ftill for hundreds of
Miles border on the French, or Spaniards T ;
““ That the People inbabiting the Fronticrs,
““ are generally the Refufeof both Nations, renote
““ from the Eye, the Prudence, and the Re-
“ firamt of Govermment.” He knows and
“ tells us, that a || ““ vaff Wildernefs, thinly or
“ fearce at all peopled, conceals with Eafe the
“ March of Troops and Workmen. Important
«« Pafjes may be feized within our Limits” ; and
knowing all this, his Apprehenfions for the
vaft Expence, neceflary to retain a conquered
Country, if applied to Canada, are reafonable
and well-founded ; but if applied to Guadaloupe,
they are altogether " ill-founded and unreafon-
-able. It is extraordinary, that fo ingenious,
{fo’ fenfible a Man fhould fo confound  all
Ideas as to fuppofe, the fame Dangers, which
may exift in Canada, a vaft, wild, uncommer-
cial, inland Country, of an extenfive Frontier,
and retired from the Eye of Government, are

fo
1 Vide, fnt. Page9. || Vide Int. Page s,
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to be at all dreaded in Guadaloupe, an Ifland,
divided from every Neighbour, and where
all lies immediately under the Eye of Govern-
ment ; a Country, which is one great Scene of
Commerce, and which holds not one fingle Cir-
cumftance in common with Canada. Guada-
Joupe, in the natural Courfe of Things, muft
in a few Years be almoft wholly Englz/b; and,
if {uch is the Confumption of our Manufac-
tures in its prefent imperfect State of Culture,
whilft the Idea of their Being reftored to
France preferves a ftrong hold on the Imas

ination of the Inhabitants, and therefore
~reftrains the Demand for Engly/h Manufac-
tures ; (a Reftraint which muft make them. a
very rich “immediate * ‘Treafure indeed, to
whichever Nation they may fall at the Cop-
clufion of a Peace.) If fuch, I fay, is already
the Confumption of our Manufalures -at

Guadaloupe under thefe unfavourable Circum-
ftances, what muft it be, when the greater Part
of  the Inhabitants come to be Engli/h, and
have no other Market, no other Government,
to hope for ? The Objetions this Gentleman
mentions, lie equally againft every Conqueft,
which has hitherto been deemed valuable
amongft

* The French Inhabitants of Guadaloupe have moft cer-
tainly at this Day in their Pofleflion more Gold in Specie,
than is to be found in all our other Leward Iflands put to-
gether. ‘The far greater Part of this Treafure muft, im-
mediately upon a Peace, of neceffity in one Tide flow in
upon that Country which fhall then be Mafter of Gradalupe.
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amongft Mankind. According to fuch Poli-
ticians, we are not to take Advantage of the
Induftry and Wealth of new Subje&s, becaufe
we mutit live in Fear of their Difaffe&ion ; and
they notably think, that Nations may be made
great and powerful, upon Principles which are
founded on Sufpicion, and Cowardice.

This Writer, however, on maturer De-
liberation, feems to give up, in fome mea-
fure, his Objetion, and acknowledges the
Value of Guadaloupe, provided it be not ||
bought too dear. = What does he think of M-
norca as a proper Purchafe for it, fuppofing we
had not refolved to furrender it, withoutany
Equivalent at all. ;

Let us come to the comparative Eftimation
of thefe Obje&s. We agreed to exchange an
Ifland of 603,269l. 3s. gd. annual Benefit
to our Commerce, and a Burthen but of
20,0001. to our Revenue, for one which
yielded in Trade but 5oo0l. a Year; and was
a dead Weight on the national Fund of .above
74,000 L. at the loweft. This is the true State
of Guadaloupe, confidered as an Equivalent for
- Minorca ; and the Publick is left to judge how
far our commercial Intereft was confulted,when

one

| #ide Int. Page 4q. < I bave before faid I do not deny
<« the Utility of the Can(z:z{g/?, or even of “our future Poffeffion
<< of Guadaloupe, if not bought 150 dear.~--The Trade of the
«« Weft-Indies is one of our moft valuable dee_’s 5 our Pof-
s [iffions there deferve aur greateft Care and Attention.

3
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one was to be given in Exchange for the
other. _

I come now to confider, not only whether
this particular Obje&, Minorca, but whether
all the Acquifitions, which we were to have
made by that Treaty, put together, can be
confidered as a juft Equivalent for the Lofs we
thould have fuftained in the Surrender of Gua-
daloupe. :

~Thefe Acquifitions then were Minorca, Ca-

nada, and Senegal, together with the Ifle of
Goree.
. The neutral Iflands, Dominique and Tobago,
cannot, as I have thewn, in common Senfe
be reckoned as Acquifitions made by that
Treaty ; for we yielded in their Place to France
two others, Sz Lucie, alone of infinitel
more Confequence, and St Pincent : Thefe
in their Place I fhall confider more at large :
At prefent I fhall examine the Value of all
the allowed Acquifitions,

Of Minorca I have already fpoken, and
the Enumeration of its commercial Advan-
tages was quickly finifhed.

I fhall now examine the Weight of Canadz
in the commercial Scale, To avoid incumber-
ing the Difcourfe, I have thrown the Detajl
of the exported Produce of Canadz into. a
Table. The Sum-total of the Export of Ca-
nade to Great Britain appears to confift

princi pally
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principally of Furs and Skins, and to be no
moreinValue than 140151 175, 1d. 2 Year.®

* An Account of the Quantities and different Species of
Goods imported into England from Canade from Chriftmas
1 760 to Chriftmas 1761,

Amount of the Value

Quantities e g
46 tons 1 ct. 41b.  Brafs wrought — 162 ©® O
437lb.  Adianthum Nigrum PRI 6

59lb. Balfam Natural — g 2 36 17 6

398 1b.  Caftoreum —J)A 99 10 o

15 tons 6 ct. 31b.  Iron Bufhell or Cat — 38 3§ I
1zo ct. Hoops 187 9 o
18otons 1 hd.1gg Oil Train —2163 18 o
2,820 N2 Bear Black —] 916 10 O
39,732 N® Beaver ——u—— 6953 2.8
2,624 N° - Buck or Deer in Hair 42 8 o

2z N° Callabar — s AR RS
2,169 N® Catt 4 S B
14,801 N° Deer India } dreft— g2 X .3
Dz N ik e .

513 N® Fifher 00 i3

Ixi58 N2 Fax Qrdinary: —— 1 g & 9L .52 6
13,565 N° Martin — >§ Agg TIEE Y
223 N? Martron —iw 7 8 8

358 N° Mink e C RO R T

1 N° Moole —— g.%2 - D

7,220 N°¢ Moufquafth R 180 100 O
202 N9 | Oster oy aaek gD
18,112 N° Raccoon S 452 . 18 O
670 N Seal —_— Pl e e

so3 N° Wolf = 5 T T

146 N° Wolvering = g B, o

25 Ib.  Snuff ——ee — 2 Grik 24a]

08 gal. Spirits Rum ; BN 0 el

3 lb.  Whalefins =~ e TR R

1cl. A Clock —— (@ 10 o0 .0

iol. 115. 6d. Goods feveral Sorts E { o gl ) it |
122 1. Skins Beavercut — J g 16 5 ©

48 ells. Sails Foreign made & N2 .

14,085 ' 17
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The Reader, habituated to the Declama-
tions with which the Publick have been ﬁ? often
amuled on the Subje¢t of Canada, will un~
doubtedly be fomewhat furprized at the in=~
confiderable Value of this immenfely exten-
five Country ; I believe that thofe Traders who,
deluded by the popular Cry in favour .of
Canada, ventured to fend fome Cargoes
thither, have had reafon heartily to repent
their Crédulity. For my Part I never entertain-
ed a very high Opinion of its Importance in
any, much lefs in-a trading, Light. Yet the
precife State of its Commerce has fallen below
my own mean Opinion of its Value; itis even
below the Income of very many private
Eftates: And here let it be remembered, that
this Deficiency, in the dire& Trade between
Canada and Great Britain, is not compenfated,
as in our old northern Colonies, by an exten-
five Traffick to the Wef-Indies. ~'The Trade
between Canada and the Iflands is abfolutely
none; and it has happened exactly as I at firft
forefaw, that whatever little Trade of this
Kind was :carried on whilft Cznaeds continued
in the Pofleflion of France, muft be loft and
at an end, as {foon as ever Cunads became an
Engli/b Pofleflion. = The entire Produce of
this Province might be imported hither in one
fingle Ship ; and this is the whole exifting
Value of Canada to the Commerce and Naviga-
tion of Grear Britain. 14,000 L. to the former;
a Ship or two at moft to the latter,

The laft of the Acquifitions, which we were

to

——
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to have made by that Treaty, was Senegal and
Goree. Properly {peaking thefe Settlements
are not to be confidered as Acquifitions by
Congueft, but by Purchafe. We did not retain
them wunder the w#7 pgfiidetis ; but we were
to have acquired them by the Ceffion on our:
Part of fome other Places, on the Coaft of
Africa : But let them ftand as real Conquefts,
and let us confider their Importance. The
Value of Sencgal and Goree arifes. princi-,
pally from their fupplying us with-Gums,which
we were before obliged to take from the French.:
By thisAcquifition we alfo add fomething to our
Supply of Slaves. It may, however, be ob-
ferved, that Senegal does not {fupply very many:
Slaves ; and that thofe brought from thence
are, of all the Africans, the leaft adapted:
to Labour, and confequently bear the lowelt
Price at the #e/l-India Markets. :
It is not in my Power to be quite as exact as;
I could with in this Particular; however, I
have not neglected to acquire the beft Infor-
mation poffible. None of my Accounts raife
the- Number of Slaves, exported from Senegal
in anyYear, to more than 1000 ; and at the beft
Price their Value at Market will not exceed
30,0001, The Gum, we receive annually from,

Senegal, may be worth about 7000l
The following Table, therefore, will {hew in
one View the Value of the Acquifitions we were
to have made by that Treaty, and the Price
we were to have paid for them ; and whether
all thefe Acquifitions put together, could be
i confidered
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confidered as an Equivalent for the Lofs we
fthould have fuftained in the Surrender of
Guadaloupe. By the late Treaty

We fhould have acquired We fhould have loft
i AN 2
Canada, worth Guadaloupe,
a.tfnually s L2 worth an- 603,269 3 9
Minorca, ditto, 500 nually
Senegal and Go- } 37,000
ree

Ko o s 1535 AT
NetLofs perdnn. 551,753 68
603,269 39 603,269 3 9
Commercially therefore we fhould have loft by
the Bargain above j5r0,000l. a Year, and
have purchafed what we retained at more
than ten times their Value. . '
But if we take into the Confideration the
Expence of keeping thefe Acquifitions refpec-
tively, the Account will then ftand thus:
In * Canada one Regiment L. 20,000
In Senegal and Goree one 20,G00
In Minorca four Regiments 74,000

114,000

To this Charge, if we oppofe even the
whole grofs Value of the Trade of all thefe
Places, there will be found an Over-ballance
of Expence more than Profit to the Amount, in
time of profoundeft Peace, of 62,4841, 2s. 11d.

whereas,

* T believe the Reader will fee that I ftated this Account
moft exceffively in Favour of Canada, by only charging Ca-
nada with the fame Force I did to Guadaloupe. .
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whereas, allowing the fameForce to be kept up
inGuadaloupe as 1 have allowed for Canada, and
deduéting accordingly 20,0001, from the
Value of the Produce of that Ifland, there will
be ftill a Ballance in Favour of Guadaloupe of
583,2691. 3s. 9d.

So that, on making the beft of theBargain,

we muft lofe confiderably by retaining all the
Territories we were to have acquired by that
Treaty. The only Obje& by which we did,
or in the Nature of Things we could, gain
any thing, we thought proper to give away
without any Compenfation at all.
- Were we to confume at Home the whole
Produce of Guadaloupe, the very Duties raifed
on that Produce would amount to more
than the whole grofs Produce of all the reft of
the Acquifitions which we were to have made
by that Treaty.

But the Falt is, that the whole, except the
Cotton, is exported, and the Cotton is em-
ployed in our Manufattures ; the reft of the
Produce,which I fay is exported, is confequent-
ly to be placed on the Credit Side of the Ac-
count of our foreign Trade.

I imagine fome melancholy RefleGtions
muft arife in the Mind of every Perfon the
Jeaft intelligent in, or concerned for, the In-
tereft of his Country, when he confiders the
immen{e humiliating Reverfe of Fortune, which
a few Days would have made in the Affairs
of Great Britain and France, if Peace had
been concluded on thofe Terms. France

would have got rid of a Territory, which
the
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fhe could neither keep without Expence,
nor -enlarge without Danger, and fhe would
in return at the fame Time have re-entered
into Pofleflion of a moft extenfive and
flourithing Trade, worth at leaft three Millions
annually, now either poflefled by us, or ufelefs
to her, by which fhe would have been enabled
in a fhort Time to repair the Breaches of this
War, to pay herDebts, to enlarge herRefources,
and to breed up a Number of Seamen for the
Re-eftablithment of her Navy: Whilft the
Englifh, giving a great Part of this very Trade
out of their Hands, and incumbered with a
Debtof a great deal above 100 Millions, acquir-
ed only a barren Expence of 62,484 1. a Year,
without one fingle, even pofiible, Advantage to
our Commerce ; without any other Confola-
tion than the Liberty of paradin g in boundlefs
and fruitlefs Forefts, and amufing ourfelves
with idle Speculations upon the Importance
of Canada.

- T have not valued the two neutral Iflands,
which were to have been left us, in this Efti
mate. In common Senfe they cannot be con-
fideted as Acquifitions, unlefs you fay you ac-
quire when you give away ; however, -1 think
it neither wholly unneceffary to my Purpoefe,
nor altogether ufelefs to the Reader, to enter a
little into a Detail of the Value of thefe Iflands.
In order more fully to difplay the Fallacy
and Unfairnefs of the French Proceeding in the
late Negotiation, when they prefumed to call
any Divifion of thofe Iflands equitable, while
they infifted upen retaining St. Lucie,

of
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- Of thefe, called neutral 1flands, Tobago, the
moft Southward, is abfolutely wild, covered
with Woods, inhabited only by a few Caraids.

St. Vincent 1s neither {o fmall, nor fo cover-
ed with Woods; nor is it thinly inhabited ; but
mark well what the Inhabitants are: They
are firft Caraibs, to the Number of about
2000 ; and next, free Negroes, to the Num-
ber of about 8000 : Thefe two people are free,
and both remarkably jealous of their Free-
dom. ,

The Frenchimagine themfelves, and poflibly
not altogether without Reafon, better adapted
than we are to maintain a friendly Correfpond-
ence with Savages. They have not, however,
notwithftanding this Advantage, ever ventured
one fingle Sugar Eftablithment in this Ifland ;
and indeed thofe, who are acquainted with the
WNature of fuch Eftablithments, know how to-
tally oppofite fuch a Neighbourhood is to the
Exiftence of a Sugar Settlement, which is not
like a landed Eftate at Home. Its Value does
not confift in the Land, but in the Number and
Goodnefs of the Slaves, in the Strength and
Convenience of the Mills, and other Build-
ings ; all very expenfive in the Conftruétion, and
which notwithftanding maybeall deftroyed,and
the Slaves cut off or carried away, in a fingle
Night, by any fudden Incurfion. A Man has
not his Eftate impaired and damaged, but actual-
ly annihilated. No Sugar Colony ever yet flou~
rithed, which was not cleared of the Caraibs; {o
that you muft either have purfued the deteftable

3 _ and
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and dangerous Policy of extirpating the old In-
habitants, or have received a mere nominal Pof=
feflion, without any Advantage from S¢. Vincent:

But it was, in Reality, a Matter of great
Indifference to the French, which of the other
neutral Iflands you chofe, or if you chofe all
the other three, if you left them Sz. Lucie.

They were well aware of the real intrin-
fic Value of this Ifland, and of the real In-
fignificance of all the reft. This Ifland contains
about one thoufand Men capable of bearing
Arms ; they grow a great Quantity of Cotton ;
the Land in general is extremely good. No
Hland in the #7¢ft-Indies has a better Harbour,
nor a greater Plenty of Rivers; add to
this, that its Situation made it of ineftimable
Value to France, becaufe in time of War it
forms a Sort of Barrier to Martinique, at leaft
in our Hands it would be the Door to open
our Way to Martinique; it lies juft to the
Windward of, and not feven Leagues diftant
from, Martinique. ;

If our Obje& was to have kept from the
French an Ifland, by its Situation of Confe-
quence to them, St. Lucie of all the neutral
Iflands was the one not to be allowed to
France ; and if it was our Obje& to ac-
quire an Ifland by its Commerce or Situation
of Confequence to us, we fhould never have
thought of Dominigue; this Ifland, the laft of the
four neutral ones, has moreCarazbs, and 1s little
more cleared, than Tvbago itfelf; but even, if its
intrinficValue had been worth Attention, its Si-
tuation between the two great Ilflands of Gua-
daloupe and Martinique, would render it, whiltt

hath
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both thefe great Iflands were in the Hands of
‘France, of no poffible Advantage or Service to
us. The Moment a War (hould be proclaimed,
not a fingle Ship could attempt to go into, or
fail out of Dominique, without falling into the
Hands of the French.  Martinique lies exallly
in the Way to intercept every thing going
from Europe to Dominique, as Guadaloupe does
for intercepting every thing coming out of Do-
minique to Eurcpe; if indeed Guadaloupe re-
mained to us, that Circumftance would give
fome Importance to Domizigue, which lying to
the Windward of Guadaloupe, as St. Lucie lies
to Martinique, might, if we could forget the
Difference of intrinfic Value, - be of the fame
Service in covering our Pofleffions ; but if Gua-
daloupe is given up, I'doinfift upon it, that not
one, no, nor all of the other neutral Iflands are
worth our taking, except Sf. Lucie ; and if Sz
Lucie was of fuch Importance to France, that
the could not part with it, fhe could not have
refufed paying well for it; and therefore muft
it not aftonith the Reader to find, that, when
we generoufly made fo great, {o important 2
Conceflion, to which eon the Terms of an equal
Partition, the was no way intitled, we did
not take that favourable Opportunity of work-
ing on the Gratitude of the French, fince we
could not on their Juftice, to befeech them not
to dicate to us too like Conguerors; to tell
them, that, if S¢. Lucze was necefiary to cover
their great Ifland of Martinigue ; Guadalupe,
even in that Idea, was fuli as neceflary to
’ K cover
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cover out || LewardIflands ; that they had nof
more Right to one, than we had to the other.
If this Reafoning did not prevail, might we not
have imitated their own Language coneerning
Belleifle? If you think the neutral Hlands of
{uch real Value, you are free to keep them, and
we will content ourfelves with Guadaloupes
Ought we not to have made a Bargain, fince
we could not make an Acquifition? if we
were not to take Advantage of our Conquefts,
we ought, methinks, to have made fome Ad-
vantage of our Conceflions.

If we mifs this critical Moment, and thould
one Day find ourfelves to have been miftaken
in our Ideas of the Weft-Indies ; our Miftake
in all human Probability will be for ever irre-
trievable. The French, who trufted too much
in the natural Strength of their Iflands, and
were lulled into Security by the idle Boaft of
their Planters, had not during this War either
in Martinico or Guadaloupe, a regular Force
of one thoufand Men. They now {fee their
Error, and eannot in a future War omit to
corret it; and then they may perhaps find

Means

| Guadalsupe lies to the Leward of Antigua, Newis,
Monfzrrat, St. Kits, and all that Clufter of {mall Englifh
Iflands, and confequently thofe Iflands are moft liable
to be attacked from thence, if it returns to France, and
this Ifland is moft capable of proteting them if it remains
in our Hands. It is certainly very extraordinaty that all
thould be facrificed to the Idea of Security, in North
America, where we wereinfinitely ftronger than the French,
and that no Notion of Danger fhould be entertained for
our valuable Pofleflions in the IVefl-Indies, where we are
infinitely weaker than the Frengh. I

i
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Means to make a better Defence in their con-
nected Iflands, two of them larger each than all
our Leward Iflands put together, than we may
be able to do in our fmall, difperfed, Scraps of
defencelefs Land. In Reality, the French Pof-
feflions, in that Part of America, {feem to be
the Refult of Deliberation and Syftem, and
to have been formed by a People, who had
both a full Freedom of Choice, and Power to
enforce it; our Pofleffions, on the contrary, are
irregular, unconne(ted, and feem to have been
occupied as dereliét, or as ftolen ; and not as
Choice pointed out, but as Occafion and Ne-
ceflity would admit.

I have, I hope, fully demonftrated, that the
Acquifition of Guadaloupe alone is not only
fuperior to that of Minorca, which alone was
put into the Scale againft it, but far fuperior
in Value to every thing elfe united, which we
thould have acquired by that Treaty, upon
any of thofe Plans the Enemy propofed, or
even upon thofe, which we drew up agreeably
to our own Defires.

I thall now, conformably to the Plan I pre-
{cribed to myfelf at firft fetting out, endeavour
to afcertain, and to obferve upon, the Caufes
that may have induced us to overlook the
glaring Advantages, which refulted from our
Poffeflion of Guadaloupe, and to enter into a
Barter fo ftrangely difproportionate, as that of
Guadaloupe for Minorca.

I muft previoufly obferve, that no Man can
have a Difpofition more remote from the

Defire of intermixing any thing perfonal in
K.z this:



this Difcuflion.  No-Man has a ‘more fincete®
Veneration for the Dignity, or greater Refpeck
for the Abilities, of the Perfons, who were
{fuppofed to have been concerned in that Ne-
gotiation ; but it will be eafily allowed, thag
the molt extenfive Mind, occupied with a Vas
ricty of great Objecls, may poflibly overlook
fome minuote Details. To blame for not being
attentive to every thing, is not to accufe any
particular Man, but humpan Nature itfelf. The
moft important Confequences, however, may
fometimes depend upon {uch Details,and it may
be lawful to rectify, where it would be criminal
to reproach. "The Truth is, that neither the
whole, nor any Part, of the Adminiftration is
juftly culpable for this Miftake ; thofe Perfoms
alone are to blame,who, for Reafons beft known
to themielves, by inflammatory Declamations,
by idle Suggeftions of Danger, and by Sug-
geltions of Profic ftill more frivolous, turned
the Eyes and Thoughts of the Publick from
their true Interelt 5 thofe Men, therefore, and
thofe. alone, are refponfible to their Couns
try, and to their Confcience. for obtruding
oo the Publick a Syftem, which fome of them
might, and others of them muft have known,
to be totally deflitute of any one rational
Foundation. ko
We ought not to forget, who they were
that joined this Cry, and fwelled it into fuch
a tumultuous Loudnefs, Many Perfons, from
having been- jealous Rivals ‘of, and fometimes
very determined Enemies,to theProfperity of ouy
WNerih dmerican Colonies, all at once fell into
the
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the moft affected and ridiculous Solicitude for
their Safety ; they pretended to think, and
had Craft enough to make others really believe,
that, whillt the French retained any footing in
Canada, we conld not be for an Hour fecure of
ourNorthern Settlements; that ourPeople would
be in continual Danger of being deftroyed by
inhuman Maflacres, and their Poffeflions of be-
ing wafted by Fire and Sword; that, in fhort,
without fecuring everyPart of all French Canada,
let the Value of our other Acquifitions be ever
fo great, our North American Colonies would
tell us, we had done nothing ; and with fuch
furprizing Induftry was this abfurd Clamour
propagated, that Canads came at laft to take
an entire Pofleffion of our Hearts and Under-
ftandings ; and we were taught to believe,
that no Ceflion was too great to purchafe’ this
ineftimable Security, this immoveable Barrier
of all our Colonies ; nay, they carried the Point
much further, and pretended, that, if we were
once in Pofleflion of this Territory, we had little
elfe to defire for the future Profperity both
of the Mother Country, and her Colonies.
This very groundlefs Opinion was the true
Source of our Negled, in the late Negotiation,
of fuch real, commercial Advantages, as might
augment the Refources of Grear Britain. And
from hence proceeded that utter Oblivion of all
former Maxims of our Policy, whilft, under the
Name of Security, we fought with Eagernefs
extenfive and unprofitable Empire, and reject-
ed moderate but lucrative Acquifition. This
Error, if it fhould continue to gain Ground, may
prove
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prove more detrimental to us, than the Lofs of
any particular Objedt, or, perhaps, than all the
Objects of this Negotiation. It may by Degrees
infect the whole Syftem of our national Poli-
cy. Thope therefore, thatit will not be thought
either tedious or impertinent, if I endeavour
to unravel the intricate and fraudulent Scheme,
by which we were firft drawn into this Error ;
and to thew, that the firft-born, the favourite
Offspring of this new Syftem, was of little
Value either in itfelf, or for thofe Purpofes,
for which it was pretended to be {o necfleary.,

I do not fay that Canada, which France
has thrown upon us, fhould be again thrown
back upon her; but we ought not to fuffer
ourfelves to be fo grofsly deluded on this Sub-
ject, as to imagine, that in this Ceffion fhe
has loft, or that we have gained any thing
fo eflential, as fhould induce us to acquiefce in
the Surrender of every other Advantage, or
in the Negle& of every other rational Purfuit,
The Points, which it was incumbent on the
Advocates for Canaaa to have proved, were, I
conceive, thefe three.

Firft, That the Pofleflion of French Cz-
nada was any great Acquifition to our national
Strength, either abfolutely, or in Preference to
other Objecs.

Secondly, That our Colonies could not have
had a rational Security, without the Pofleflion
of all Canada.

Thirdly, That the Pofleflion of €anada, in-
tire, could give them that kind of Security, for
which they defired it,

1

i §
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I apprehend they have proved none of thefe
three, which are the material, Points; and I
hope to fhew that they cannot prove them.
I do not know that the able Writer, whofe
Steps I have hitherto attended, or any other,
has made a fingle dire Aflertion in Favour of
the commercial Advantages of Canade. In-
deed the whole Skill and Maftery of thofe,wha
managed that Side of the Queftion, confifted
in two Artifices : Firft, In palpably mif-ftating
the Queftion, by fuppofing that thofe, who
thought other Objets more defirable than
Canada, were for including, under the Deno-
mination of Canada, every thing which lay
beyond the Mountains. But the Fa& was
quite otherwife ; that Scheme, which oppofed
the Neceflity of our retaining all Canada, pro-
pofed eur acquiring the whole of Nova Scotia,
the whole Country to the River Sz. Laurence,
and thence all along the Southward of theLakes,
and to the Mz/ifipps, or at leaft to the River S,
Ferome. Thele Boundaries, they were of Opi-
nion, gave them an immenfe Enlargement of
Territory ; and, indeed, every thing either of
Strength or Value in North America. Having
fecured thefe, they were of Opinion, that, if
the French thould afterwards hold out their
contracted and crippled Canada, as an Indem-
nification for any of our valuable Conquefts,
we ought rather to leave it to them, than to
make fo difadvantageous a Change. This was
the real Scheme propofed, and that which
they, who wanted to confine our whole At-
tention to Canada, cught to have oppofed; but
they
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they oppofed a Phantom of their own raiﬁng;
and argued as if there was no Medium bet“r.ecn
not acquiring Canade, and acquiring nothing.
‘As they contrated, in this confufed Way of
fpeaking, the Ideas of their Adverfaries, fo by
the fame Confufion they enlarged their own
and confequently argued as if the Acquifition
of Canada, and of all Nerth America, was one
and the fame thing: This was the Firft of
their Arts.

The Second was, dwelling, in Seafon and
out of Seafon, on the general Value of our
prefent Commerce with North America ; and
leaving it to the Reader, if he pleafed, to draw
a Conclufion in-Favour of further Acquifitions
there ;' and particularly in Favour of Canada,
which happens to be in that Part of the
World.

But this general and confufedMethod of Rea«
foning, {o favourable to Deceit and Impofition,
muft alfo be quitted, before we can come
to any precife and accurate Ideas on this Que-
ftion. ‘ ' : :

The general Name of North America is
apt, and it is {o intended by the Panegyrifts of
Canada, to miflead us into an Opinton, that all
the Colonies, included in that common Name,
partake of the fame common Circumftances,
and trade with us upon the fame Terms. No=
thing can, however, be more fallacious than
this Notion. Our Colonies, on that vaft Con=
tinent, are of two Kinds, and under Circum-
ftances extremely different from each other 3
and ‘we can never reafon concerning them with

any
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any tolerable Precifion, without keeping this
Diftinction continually before us. By the
Means of this Diftinétion, we may be enabled
to acquire fomewhat jufter Ideas of our Co-
lony Interefts, than we feem to have hitherto
entertained; and even, as Matter of Speculation,
thefe Enquiries are not wholly unworthy the
Regard and Study of every literate Englifbman.

The Colonies to the Northward, on this
Continent, are Nova Scotia, the four Provinces
of New England, New York, Penfilvania, and
the two Ferfeys. All thefe have very little di-
re€t Trade with Grear Britain: 1 mean they
have nothing, with which they can repay us
- for the Commodities they draw from hence :
‘They only trade with England circuitoufly ;
either through the #7%/- Indies, which is to us
the moft advantageous Part of their Trade;
or through foreign EuropeanCountries, which,
however neceffary, ‘is a dangerous and
{ufpicious Channel. Our Englifb Ships meet
theirs with the fame Commodities, at the fame
Markets; and, if thefe Markets happen to
be overftocked, we interfere with, and confe-
quently hurt, each other. But what is ftill
more material, there is much Reafon to {ufpeét,
that no {mall Part of the Bencfit of our Norzh
American Trade is, by this Means, loft to the
Mother Country, and pafles to Foreigners, and
fometimes to Enemies. Thefe northern Pro-
vinces are in Effe@ not {ubject to the At of
Navigation, or to the other A¢ts, which have
finceincreafed the Number of enumerated Com=
moditities, becaufe excepting only fome Furs,

they
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they do not trade in any fuch_ Com_mcdltlcS.
They are therefore neither obliged direttly to
bring their Goods to England 5 nor,when they
have carried them to other Countries, are
they neceffirated to take England in their Way
home. Whereas all the Colonies, which pro-
duce any of the enumerated Commodities, un-
der whatever Relaxations, are always fubject to
‘the one or other of thefe Regulations. For In-
ftance, Ships from Bo/fon may carry Fifh, Corn,
and Provifions, to France or Italy, and return
again directly to Boflon, loaden with foreign
‘Commodities, fubject to no other Check than
what mult be confidered as none, thatof a
Cuftom-houfe Officer in their own Colony.

But the fouthern Colonies, of this fame Con-
tinent, I mean Virginia, Maryland, the Caro-
linas, and Georgia, are under quite. different
Circumftances. They produce many Com-
modities, which are immediately demanded
at the Engli/b Market, fuch as Tobacco, Rice,
and Indigo; all which, being enumerated in
the A& of Navigation, muft, according to
that A&, be brought to the Englifb Market,
and to no other, And in theA&, which permuits
fome of thefe Commodities to be fent under
fome ReftriGions to the Countries South of
Cape Finzfterre, a Precaution is inferted, that the
Veflels, concerned in that Trade, muft take

reat Britain in their Way home ; by which
they are effectually prevented from making
their Returns, or any Part of them, in foreign
Merchandize,

But
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But to fet more clearly before the Reader
the Difference between thofe twoc kinds of
Colonies, I muftobferve, that New England,
the moft populous of our Settlements, fent hi-
ther in 1761, Commoditiesto the Value only of
25,9851, 8s. 11d. New York only 21,6841.10s,
3 d. and Penfilvaria only 22,4041. 135, 11d,
But the Moment you pafs this Line, which di-
vides the Colonies to the Southward, the Cafe
is at once extremelyaltered. V7rginia and Mary-
Jand exported hither in that Year 357,2281,
=s. 4d. and Carolina 206,¢341. 2s. 2d. If
we look to our two new Colenies, or the two
Extremities of that Continent to the North
and South, this Difference will in Proportion
be full as confpicuous. Georgia exported his
ther to the Value of 6,0741. 3s. 9gd. This
is indeed little; but Nova Scofiz, tho’ ths
Settlement there was planned with the vtmoft
Wifdom, though a Million of Money has
been already, within avery fewYears, expended
upon it, and though that enormous Sum has
been applied with the moft diftinguifhed Oeco-
nomy and Management, yet that Settlement has
not hitherto been able to return Commodities
to more than 181, 5. Value per ann. for that
was the Whole of their laft Year’s Export.
The Southern continental Colonies, 1n their
Commerce with us, bear a much nearer Re-
{femblance to the W eft-Indies, than to their
northern Neighbours ; and an Augmentation
of Territory, were it at all wanted, as it is not,
in that Part of the World, would be there
very near as defireable in a commercial Light,
L3 as
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as an Augmentation in the eft-Indies.. - But
the Acquifition of Canada is an Acquifi=
tion, not to thefe fouthern, but to the northern
Provinces. From its Climate, it cannot trade
with Great Britain, but in Furs, of which
we have already feen the Value, becaufe it can
produce no other enumerated Commodity ; and
from its Situation, it is as nothing in the cir=
cuitous Trade with the Weft-Indies, by which
- our old northern Coloniesare chiefly fupported.

 Whatever, therefore, is faid, or infinuated,
of the Advantages of Canada, by an Infe-
rence from the Advantage derived from our
North American Colonies in general, is al-
together groundlefs and fallacious. But to
induce us the more eafily to repofe all our
Defires, and to caft all our Cares upon Canada,
they ufe another Art, which, though in ftrict
Argument itis lefs than nothing, yet to thofe
who propofe it, ferves ufeful Purpofes; it
tends to divert our Minds from the true State of
the Quettion; they endeavour therefore to amufe
us with an Expe@ation, that the vaft Inland
"Tracts about the Okio, removed from all ma-
ritime Communication by their Diftance, and
by the Interpofition of great Mountains, may
one Day be made greatly fubfervient to our
Commerce by raifing feveral ufeful Commo-
dities, for which we have a Demand in Eng-
land.. In this Point, as in all others, relative
to this important Queftion, they play moft
infufferably upon the fuppofed Ignorance, and

Credulity, of their Readers.
In the fitk Place, they endeavour to prevail
on
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en us to throw away extenfive, exifting, real,
immediate Advantages,in Hopes of thofe which,
even on their own ftating, are but {peculative,
remotely future, contingent, and, if at all pof-
fible, depending upon a thoufand Accidents.
They flatter us, for Inftance, with an Idea, that
we fhall one Time or other be able to raife
raw Silk; and alfo with Profit to tran{port
Hemp from the Heart of that remote Con-
tinent ; when we know that this Commodity
of Hemp in our old Settlements, in Climates
full as favourable to its Growth, and in Si-
tuations near the Sea, and therefore infinitely
more favourable to its Export, never has hi-
therto been cultivated to any Advantage, but
has even refifted parliamentary Encouragements
and Bounties, almoft equal to its native Value,
in fuch a Manner, that this Point feems at
length to be given up by the Legiflature as in
Defpair, and the A¢t for granting this inef-
fectual Bounty has been fuffered to expire.
To the other Promife of raw Silk the fame
Anfwer may be given. When we find our
maritime Colonies of Carolina and Georgia,
which extend in Length soo Miles, and as
much in Breadth, which are far more favour-
able in their Situation, becaufe more fouthern
in their Climate, fo abounding in this Pro-
duce, as not to be able to grow a fufficient
Number of Mulberry Trees for their Worms,
then, and not till then, it will be Time for us
to think of looking for an Extent of Territory,
in order to raife raw Silk; I am afraid this is
a Speculation for a very late Pofterity indeed.I
| ' t
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It is really pleafant to obferve an ingenious
Theorift, ftraining at the higheft Pitch of his
Erudition to prove, what nobody has ever
thought of difputing with him, that an Inland
Commerce has been in former Ages, and is
ftill carried on in many Parts of the World,
to Advantage; I fay it is pleafant, becaufe
he feldom thinks fit to mention the Commo-
dities in which this Trade is carried on, ncr
the Circumftances of thofe who manage it ;
and confequently leaves us intirely at a Lefs,
in ‘what Manner to apply thofe Fats to the
Point in Queftion. In moft of the Inftances
which he has produced, fuch an Explanation’
would make full againft him. And, if I were
not in Fear that I had already trefpaffed too
much on the Reader’s Patience, I could de-
monftrate, that Imagination can hardly carry
Extremes to a greater Diftance, than there
is between the Examples which this Author
produces, and the Objeéts to which‘ he wculd
apply them. From this Apprehenfion of being
too minute, I have here omitted the Argu-
ment at large, which originally made a Part
of this Difcourfe, and which may poffibly
appear at {fome other Time, and in a more
particular Difcuffion concerning the Policy of
our Colonies.

But why fhould we refort to foreign Coun~
tries anll remote Times, for Examples, when
we have all the proper Means of Information’
at Home, and as it were immediately under
our Eyes? Can it not be proved, that it is by no
Means the Extent of our Colonies into the

Inland
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Inland Parts, which has caufed the increafed
Confuraption of our ManufaGures in Norzh
America, but the Increafe in the maritime
Parts, and near the navigable Rivers, the Bene-
fit of which cannot extend very far. Goods
produced beyond the Blue Mountains muft, in
their Way to our northern Sea Ports, firft af-
cend the Streams, that fall from the weftern
Sides of thefe Mountains ; and then, in de-
{cending the Streams, which fall from the
caftern Sides, muft, from the many Rifts and
Falls in thofe Streams, be fo often unloaded
and rcloaded, that we can entertain no Hopes
of feeing at our Markets any raw heavy Com-
modities raifed in thofe Countries ; yet fuch
alone are the Commoeodities which thofe Coun-
tries could raife, or which our Policy would fuffer
to be tranfported from thence to a foreign
Market.

Let us not amufe ourfelves with wvain
Speculations ! As faras the Profits of Indian
Trade extend, fo far, and no further, the Tra-
montine Colonit may deal with us. When
this Fund is exhaufted, they can no longer be
ufeful to us; they muft manufacture for them-
{elves, or they muft degenerate into Savages.
The Surplus of arude new Agriculture, to be
tranfported under every pofiible Difadvantage,
can be no Ballance for Manufactures which
have had the laft Hand, and are to be f{ent to,
them under all the fame Difadvantages.

The Author of the Interefl may have heard
{fomething of the State of the Settlers, efRe-
cially the back Settlers in Penfylvania. i _‘}faqy

i “ manufaciure,
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“ manufacture, fays* Douglas, perbaps nine Parts
“ in ten of all they wear.” They make Linen
even for Exportation. The moftdiftant of thofe
People liveatnovery greatDiftance from theSes,
they are extremely induftrious and frugal; and
yet, with all their Agriculture and Manufac-
ture, and with all their Frugality and Induftry,
they are none of them in a very opulent Con-
dition. They are indeed far from culpable ; it is
their Situation alone that is to be blamed. But
were we willing to admit all, and more than
he urges in Favour of this hypothetical inland
Commerce, in the Name of Heaven what Ar-
gument does this furnith for the Neceflity of
keeping Canada? Thefe Obio Countries never
compofed any Part of Canada; nor was any
“Part of Nova Scotia included in it. Is it for
want of Territory that he is pleafed to claim
Canada? Our old Poffeffions, and our reco-
vered Rights in Nerth America, contain Land
for raifing Hemp and raw Silk fufficient, not
only for our own Market, .but equal to what
15 exported in the Courfe of Trade from and
to all the Parts of the known World. Thefe
old Pofleffions and recovered Rights, inde-
pendent of Canada, contain a Territory ex-
tending on the Coaft upwards of 1500 Miles
i Leéngth, and in many Places 600 within
Land. A Territory as large as France, Spain
and Germany taken together, and much more

than-

*Ylfr?f ﬁa.'>|1g_-?z=.ﬁ’9"|,\fr)1'th Ameri’ca, pag. 332,. vol. 1&,

M.B. Thisis a North American Writer,
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than fufficient for the Support of at leaft thirty
Millions of Inhabitants, poffibly as many Sub-
jects as our Prudence ought to defire, becaufe
they are as many as our Strength will enable
us to govern. Notwithftanding this immenfe
Extent of Territory, to hear this Writer, one
would imagine, we were confined to fome
pitiful Rock of a few Acres, and ftifled for
want of Elbow Room :

Aifluat infelix angufto limite Mund;,

Ut Gyari claufus fcapulis, parvague Seripho.

To conclude this Point, I think three Things
very evident; firft, that Inland Colonies can
never prove in any confiderable Degree bene-
ficial to our Commerce ; fecondly, that, inde-"
pendent of Canada, we have Land more than
fufficient for every Sort of Produ&, which the
moft fanguine Schemift can imagine; and laft-
ly, thatif we were deficient in Extent of Ter-
ritory, yet Canade proper lies in a Climate ab-
folutely incapable of furnithing any one of the
Commodities they pretend to raife.  And juft
to add aWord further, let the Reader recollect
that, allowing all they fay to be probable, it
is built on Ideas merely fpeculative, and not
fupported by a fingle exifting Fact.

I pafs then from the Confideration of Ca-
nada as an Eftablithment of Profit, to confider-
its Value as an Eftablithment of Defence; for
this Writer does not {peak of Canada fo much
as an ufeful Acquifition, as an Acquifition
abfolutely neceffary ; he does not fay that
without this Country we fhould have a weaker
Security, but that without 1t, our Colonies

M can
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cen have no Security at all. 'This ?ropoﬁ"‘
tion he is pleafed to affertin all the wild Lati-
tude of the Writer whofe Advocate he 1s.
Let us fee how he fupports it.

In order to fhew, that nothing lefs than the
intire Poffeffion of Canada could provide for -
the Security of our Colonies in North America,
it was neceflary he fhould have firft fhewn
that they were in Danger, becaufe the Ex-
tent and Nature of the Security muft always
depend on the Nature and Extent of the
Danger.

This Point, one would think, in every Ar-
gument, which but pretended to Regularity,
{hould have been firft folidly eftablifhed; fo
far were they however from producing a Danger
fufficient to juftify this extravagant Alarm which
they had raifed, that the Author of the In-
terefl opens his Caufe by admitting, that in
Fa& we are not expofed to any Danger of
Moment ; becaufe he confefles that * «“in North
“ America we are a far greater continental
““ as well as naval Power than France; and
* that only Cowardice or Ignorance can fubject
¢ our Colonies there to a French Conqueft.”

On what Ground therefore does he build his
Syftem of the abfolute indifpenfible Neceflity
of this Acquifition of all Canads 2 Why, upon
2 Diftinction ! he diftinguithes Security, and
confequentlyDanger, into three Kinds; the firft
Security is that from Conqueft, from all Appre-
henfions of which you fee heis pleafed to relicve
us;the fecond Security is that from Moleftation

by
Vid. Int, Col. Pag. 16.
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by Savages; the third is a Security from another
American War,

The fecond Point is that which he
principally labours. He obferves,and very juftly,
that the American Savages make War not like
Armies, but like Robbers; that Forts are no
more Security againft their Incurfions, than the4-
Tower of London is againft Highwaymen, and
that they will be incited to thefe Incurfions,
and confequently that our Colonies cannot
have this Security, as long as the French have
any footing in North America. )

But notwithftanding the important, and
terrible Light, in which thefe fcattered Gangs
of Robbersare reprefented by fome of our po«
litical Writers, the beft informed amongft
thefe Wrriters, as well as the loudeft on this
very Topic, has been plealed to furnifth us with
fuch Fa&s, as prove demonftrably that the
Indians have never been able materially to
check the Population, or to impair the Com-
merce, of our moft expofed Colonies. For he has
fhewn that the People of thefe Colonies, inde-
pendent of foreign Recruits, double themfelves
in twenty-five Years. The moft undifturbed
Tranquility could not have been productive of
a greater Population ; and I much doubt whe-
ther we have an Example of any thing like
it i other Part of the Globe.
it in any i  This

4+ Int. Col. p. 12. ¢ Long Experience bfzs f(?ugf)t our
< Planters that they cannot rely on Forts as Security againft
<< Indians, The Inhabitans of Hackney might as well rly
<< ypon the Tower of London to fecure them againfl Highway-
¢ men and Houfe-breakerss”
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This he has thewn to be the State of Popu-
lation in the Colonies before the War, and he "
has not told us that it has fuffered any confide-
rable Alteration fince. On this Point he gives
us nothing particular. But, to make amends,
he has thewn that with regard to their Trade,
. the favageWar, far from having put them back,
- has not been able to keep them at a Stand, or
to prevent their advancing to a very fudden,
and very extraordinary Pitch of Profperity. He
has fhewn that thefe Colonies from the Year
1755 to the Year 1758, (the very Period of
thefe favage Incurfions) have increafed in their
Import Trade much more than in any three
Years of the profoundeft Peace ; nor has their
Export leflened, it has rather improved.

Thefe Faéts prove beyond all Contradiction,
either that thefe remote back Settlements
fuffered very little in the War, or that their
Suffering can very little affe& the commercial
Profperity of our continental Colonies. I do
not by any means attribute this Profperity to
that Suftering. It is clear that this Augmen-
tation of their Trade is folely owing to the
War, the moft lucrative Event that ever hap-
pened to America. In the laft Year 500,000 /.
in Specie was remitted to North America, for
extraordinary Services. Butit is equally clear,
that the Deftru@ion of the back Settlements
has not been able to prevent the War from
operating moft amazingly in their Favour ; and
whatever may be faid of the Indian Cruelties,

24 4 (and
¥ Vid, Inter- Pag. 33.
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(and they are certainly terrible) if we fet the
Advantages of ‘their Trade in Peace, againft
their Cruelties in Time of War, it will be
found that this People have on the whole ra-
“ther contributed to extend our Settlements into
the remote Countries, than to reftrain them ;
and I can fcarce conceive, fuppofing it a Mat-
ter of more Confideration to us than it is,
how our Colonies in this Time could, if no
fuch People had exifted, have extended them-
felves much beyond their prefent Limits, the
maritime Parts being naturally firft- peopled.

I fhall however permit thefe Gentlemen' to
lay what Weight they will upon this Danger 3
and even contrary to Truth, fuppofe the
Danger not to be reciprocal to us and to
the French. But then it becomes incumbent
on them to fhew, that, by their Scheme
of poflfefling all Canada, they will provide
‘the neceflary Security they have always
contended for. On this, which is the Affir- |
mative, the material, Part of the Queftion,
and the true Point of the Argument, they have
abfolutely quitted the Field, after having ad-
‘vanced no further than, and indeed fcarce {o
far as to, a naked Aflertion. '

They advanced no further, however f{ur-
prifing it may feem, for a very good Reafon.
They faw plainly enough that, if’ the oreateft
-and ‘moft decided Superiority could be confi-

dered as a Security, we had that Security even
before
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before the War +; they faw that, by the Efta
blithment of our juft Limits in Nova Scotia,
on the Ok, and the Lakes, without at all in-
cluding French Canada, that Security would
have been at leaft doubled ; and that we thould
have been put into Pofleflion of every ftrong
and important Pafs in North America. They
{faw all this, and were fenfible, at the fame time,
that, in order to prove the Neceflity, of acquir-
ing Canada, they had been obliged to lay down
a Principle of Security, to which the Acquifition
of Canada would be full as inadequate as the
very Syftem they condemned : their Principle
was, that whillt the French bordered on us in
any Part, we could enjoy no Security. Had
they attempted therefore to thew the Affirma-
tive Part, that Canada was an effeual Provifion
agairtft this Danger, they knew they muft refort
to thofe very Arguments, which they had zll
along oppofed, and that the Weaknefs of their
Scheme would appear at the very firft Glance,
unlefs they could prove that Canada was all
North America, for on no other Suppofition was
theirSecurity to be had. They therefore thought
it fafer intirely to evade this Difcuffion, though
they had been exprefsly challenged to it; hop-
ing that the Publick would take it for granted,

that

+ The ftrange Pofitions, advanced on this matter, render
it neceflary to remind the Reader that it was not the Dan-
ger of our Colonies, but the Encroachments on our Rights
which occafioned theWar. Rights, which however remote
or inconfiderable, it would not have fuited the Dignity of -
cur Crown tamely to have feen invaded ; but no publick

4t mentioned, and no private Man of Senfe ever thought
of Danger.
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that thofe, who had thewed themfelves fo ex-
tremely alarmed at the Danger of the Colonies
as to forget every other Confideration, had
been wife enough to provide effectually for
their Security. No PerIE;n living having there-
fore faid a fingle Word in Proof of this Pro-
pofition, that Canada really gave ‘the Securiy,
they required ; and it being, I am very fure,
far enough from felf-evident, I might be fup-
pofed exempted from the Trouble of a Refu-
tation. But in order to give an intire Satisfac-
tion to the Reader, I fhall intreat his Patience
a little longer on this Point.

The great Strefs of the Argument is laid,
as he will obferve, upon our Danger from the
favage * Incurfions, and here it is proper that
thofe, who have not very attentively ftudied
the Affairs of America, thould be apprifed, that
our Colonies in common with the Colonies
of all other European Nations, thofe of Spain,
Portugal, and Holland, have from their firft
Settlement been liable to fome Moleftation
from the aboriginal Savages of that Country.
This is an Inconvenience to which fuch Colo-
nies are, and ever muft in fome Degree be
fubject, as long as thofe favage Nations con-
tinue to exift ; and no Meafures whatever can
effectually remove it.

But if it is proper that this Inconvenience
fhould be fairly laid before the Reader, it is
no lefs proper that he fhould be informed of
other Particulars equally true; firft, that the
Danger to us from thefe Incurfions is by no

Means

* Vid, Int. Col. p. 5. et paflim.
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Means fo great as thefe Writers affect to repre=.
fent ; nor have the French Indians been uni-
formly noxious to us and ufeful to the French.
On the contrary, we have fometimes made
thefe very Savages extremely ufeful to us againt
the French ; and we have more than once, by
means of thefe very Savages, brought the
French Colony of Canada to the very Brink of
Deftru@ion. And, Secondly, That be the
Danger of what Magnitude they pleafe, they
have never thewn that Canada will prove any
{ort of Security againft the Danger from the
Indians.

With regard to the firft Point, fome pecu-
liar and ftriking Manners, an odd and fingular
Mode of Expreffion in their Harangues, fome
horrid Cruelties in their Way of making War,
have rendered the Affairs of thofe ' People
more affe@ing to us,than their real Importance
in the American Syftem at all deferves. The
{favage Manners ftrike powerfully on the Ima-
gination, and are therefore an excellent In-
ftrument in the Hands of defigning People. 1
know that the unhappy Sufferers by the In--
dian. Barbarity are worthy of great Compaffion;
but I know too, that this Compaflion ought not
to pervert our 'Judgment, or alarm us out of
all common Senfe and all rational Confidera-,
tion of our Intereft. Notwithftanding the tre-
mendous Accounts which have from Time to
Time filled our News Papers, on the beft In-
formation I have been able to derive from a
very diligent Enquiry, the Damage done in
North America, in comparifon of the Terror it
3 has
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has .occafioned, has been altogether trifling. An
Indian En_emy, the Novelty once removed, is as
contemptible for his Weaknefs as he is odious
for his Cruelty ; and it might be eafily proved,
that all the People killed from one End of
America to the other, in thefe favage Excur-
fions, before the current Year, did not amount
to the Number {lain in one fharp Skirmith in
Germany ; fuch a Skirmith as for the Lofs of it
they would have thewn no kind of publick
Concern here at London, or for the Advantage
in which we fhould not light a fingle Win-
dow.

But this {o dreaded Race of Men, to the
Confideration of whom we are to poftpone
all our other Intereft, are notonly extremely
divided, and many of them actually fighting
for us, but they are even now only few in
Number. Our Traders wage a moft defiruc-
tive and uninterrupted War on them in the
Commerce of Spiritucus Liquors, by which
they feverely retaliate all the Murder which the
Barbarity of the Savages inftigates them to
commit. Thus by their Vices, their Ignorance,
their inconvenient Manner of Life, and their
Cruelty, which is not executed folely upon
their Ewropean Neighbours, they are fo ex-
tremely reduced and decay fo prodigioufly (I
had almoft faid incredibly) faft, that it is pro-
bable in half a Century they muft difappear
from the Neighbourhood ofourﬂ‘ColonleS.Trucf
}y it is curious enough to obferve, that when
thefe People were ten times more pumerous
than they are at prefent, and in every Reiped
more terrible, the Inh;&)itants of our Colonies,

at
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at that Time comparatively very few, always
fpoke and wrote of them, with the greateﬂ:
Contempt ; and now, when the Indians as
well as the French are greatly reduced, when
the very Country, which fome of the
moft dreaded of thofe Nations inhabit, was,
on the Terms of our original Right, to be put
into our Hands to fortify aswe pleafed, then all
of a'fudden the Colonies are reprefented as in
the utmoft Terror and Confternation. Then
they are expofed to Burnings, Waftings, and
Murders of Men, Women, and Children, and
we have done abfolutely nothing for them
while the French poflefs Canada.

I am, however, willing for Argument,
to admit the Power of thefe pitiful Savages to be
as great as the Gentlemen pleafe; to allow,that,
in {pite of our ftrong Eftablithment in their
Country, they will continually and unanimoufly
perfevereinthe FrenchIntereft. Iwill fuppofe that
they have{o little of Wifdom or of humanNature,
that they will pertinacioufly court an unfortu-
nate and ruinous Alliance. Yet if the Plan pro-
pofed by thefe Gentlemen will deliver them
from the Fear which they pretend; if their De-
mands, extenfive asthey are,will come upin any
Degree to their Principles ; I am very ready at
ence to adopt their Scheme. On this Point, I
am willing to join Iffue, and here to reft the
whole Controverfy.

And firft, T muft obferve, that the
ingenious Author of the Infereff has no
where attempted to prove, that, in Cafe the
French were wholly removed not only out of
Canada, butout of the World ; we fhould be

thereby
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thereby fecured from the Ravages and Incur--
fions of the Indians. He knows too well that .
thefe People have many Motives and Induce-
ments to War, independent of the Influence
of French Politicks ; and he is too well verfed
in our Colony Hiftory, not to remember that
we have been engaged in many of our greateft
Indian Wars, at Times when we had no Rea-
fon to fufpect, that the Indian Hoftilities were
at all provoked by French Councils.

This Writer is fo fully fatisfied of the In-
fufficiency of the Ceffion of Canada to guard
againft the only Danger he is pleafed to al-
ledge, that he is obliged to fly to that very
Security, the abfolute Infufficiency of which
he had before fo pofitively, and, indeed, fo very
juftly afferted ; and he contends that we muft
even maintain * Forts and Garrifons to awe the
- Indians,though Canada {hould be yielded to us.

I would befeech thofe, who take Pains to
exaggerate Diforders which they know t{).bc
incurable, with intent to recommend political
Noftrums which they know to be infufﬁcient,tp
recolle®, that whenever Canada becomes a Bri-
ti/h Colony, it becomes from that Moment in-
titled to our Care and Protecion, as much as
anv other of our Settlements; to recollect that‘
the remote Engly/b Settlers in our Colony of
Canada, will alfo be expofed as much or more
than any of the reft, on its immenfely extend-
ed Frontier, to the Attacks of hut?d}'cds of fa-
vace Nations, to very many of which we have

5 N 2 been

# Vid. Int. of Col. p.13. * T would not be undrftood to deny
€ ghat, iff we retain Canada, fome _few Korts will be of ule.”’
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been hitherto Strangers, and againft which
“ this Country of Canada, when it was in the
Hands of France,was fome fort of Outwork to us.
Some of thefe Nations may probably be under
the Influence of the French, fome under that of
the Spaniards, others under an Influence per-
haps ftill more dangerous, their own parti-
cular Ambition, their own Refentment, or
their own favage Caprice.  So that the boaft-
ed Remedy has only fhifted the Seat, and by no
Means removed the Caufe, of the Diftemper.

Befides, let us not forget, that a great Part
of our old Colonies, a great Part of Virginia,
the two Carolinas, and Georgia, are in them-
felves much the weakefl, and much the moft
valuable, of all our Colonies on that Continent,
and are bordered by much the ftrongeft of the
favage Tribes ; the ten Nations on the Obio,
thofe of the Greeks, and the Cherokees, Chica-

Jaws, Chattaws, whom we know to have been
-not at all intimidated by the Reduction of all
Canada, from carrying on a cruel, and; for fome
time, fuccefsful War againft us. Thus we
‘have been furnithed with a ftriking Proof of
the Infufficiency of this fantaftical Hypothefis,
almoft as foon as it was publithed.

There is another $ort of Security mention-
ed by this Writer of the Inferef?, the Security
of never having another American War. A Se-
curity with which he may, without any Dif-
turbance from me, amufe himfelf, and thofe
who chufe to be diverted with this Kind of
Speculations,  But thofe, who reafon from

Experience,
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Experience, and confider from what Caufes this
latt American War arofe, will laugh at fuch an
abfurd Expectation. Whoever examines the
Anfwer of * England to the Ultimatum of
France, will {ee that the new Bounds of Canada
will admit of as manyDifcuflions,whenever the
French {hall chufe to enter into them, as our
old Bounds in Nova Scotza, and on the Qhio,
and that, independent of all thefe Difficul:ies,
the real Limits of our Southern Colonies are

et further from an accurate Adjuftment than
thofe of our Northern.

There is nothing more painful than to be
drivento maintainanArgument,where vou have
Reafon to think your Antagonift is not quite
‘ ferious. After all this Reafoning, does this
Gentleman ferioufly, or does any Man what-
ever in good Earneft believe, that if the French,
broken as they have been in this War, were in
the Conclufion of it confined within the real
Bounds of Canada, and that we poflcfled the
whole vaft Country of Neva Scotia, and all
the Country of Obio, that our Colonies could
be in any real Danger from the Attempts of
the French 2 Does he not on the contrary
believe, or rather is he not fully convinced, that
the true and real Danger would lie wholly
upon the Side of the French; and that on
breaking out of 2 War between the two

Crowns,

2 N° 28. Fr. Hift I\/Ic:m Art. 2. < I{J to what refpelts
< the Line drawn from R:p per ‘dIdO‘, wz'tb rcgara_,’ 10 .tljf
s¢ Limits of Louifiana, Ais Mgcﬁ'}z 5 gélzged to reject it.
And again in the next Page, ¢ The Lz;ffpmpaf:d to fix the
<« Boynds of Louiliana cannat be admitted.
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Crowns, they muft be fubje& not only to fome
Degree of Moleftation, but to utter Ruin from
ours ; that the Attack would be moft probably
from us, and that the French would in any
fuch War gladly compound for a Neutrality ? .
But this being a Sort of Confideration not
much puthed by the Writers, and addrefled
only to the Politicks of the moft uninformed
Vulgar, I fhall not infift upon it.
In a Word, the Security derived from an
irrefiftible Superiority, it is on all Hands ad-
mitted we might have had, without Canada,
the Security againft all Poffibility of an In-
vafion, we have not with Canada, in its utmoft
Extent, and a Security on the extravagant Prin-
ciples, on which Canada was claimed by all the
Writers for it, which was in Effe¢t nothing
lefs than, that we fhould have no Neighbours,
we neither could have with Canada, and Lou:-
Siana, nor with all America, nor indeed with
any thing fhort of univerfal Empire. The
Foundations upon which thefe Writers' built
their Syftem, were laid in the moft unbound-
ed, and unbecoming Ambition. The Value
of the Demands they made in Confequence of
thofe extravagant Principles, was pitiful, and
ridiculoufly low, and fuch as provided for no
one national Advantage of the leaft Importance.
Theirs was juft the Reverfe of an intelligent
Policy, in which, the Pretences ought to be as
moderate, and the Acquifitions as advanta-
geous as poflible. :
I muft repeat the Caution I ufed at the
Beginning of this Part of my Difcqurfe: I
; do
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do not propofe that Canada thould not be ac-
quired, I only propofe that the real Value
of this Acquifition fhould be known. The
French have made no Difficulty of furrender-
ing all Canada. 1 am heartily glad (though
I am no Way furprifed) that they did not;
becaufe it puts an End to a Difpute, in which
Paflion om one Side would have been heav
enough to have over-ballanced any Weight of
Reafon on the other. Carada may be of fome
Advantage to us. I muft confefs I do not
know what that Advantage is. But whatever
it may be, I conceive we have paid the full
Price for it, not only in Regard to the Value
of the Objedts exchanged, but alfo in Regard
to the Situation of thofe Objelts, at the Time
of the Exchange.

The Equivalent which France demanded for
her Guarantee of Canada was a Participation
in the two North American Fitheries : that on
the Banks of Newfoundland, and that in the
Gulph of St. Lawrence. It muft be obferved,
that thefe are two diftiné& Fifheries: and that
they are always confidered as diftin& in our
Memorials *.

Either of thofe Fifheries, merely as an Ob-
ject of Value, and wholly independent of its Si-
tuation at the opening this Treaty (when, as the
Reader may obferve, they were both in our Pof-
{efiion) wouldI believe generally have pafledasa
very fufficient Indemnification for Canada. But
we admitted the Propofal of France for both of
thefe Fitheries ; annexing only the Condition of

; her

# N°28. Art, 4. Hift, Mem. of the Ncg.
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her deftroying the Harbour of Dunkirk con=
formably to the Treaties of Utrecht and Aix la
Chapelle. Even with this Condition, I appre-
hend, the Bargain was ftill infinitely in the
Favour of France. Whether the Conceflion
was very mortifying to them as they afferted,
I know not, nor do I think that their Feelings
conftitute any Part of our Intereft. They
certainly loft very little by that Condition :
and I think it is as certain that we have gained
nothing by it.

Becaufe fir/l *, they did not agree to deftroy
the trading Harbour, which was included in
their Obligation under the ninth Article of the
Treaty of Utrechr.

Secondly, they refufed to ere® a Dam 4
againftthe Sea ; aWork to which theyhad been
obliged after the Peace abovementioned, and
without which the Harbour cannot be deftroyed.

Thirdly, they infifted that the 1 Cunette
fhould be left flanding to preferve the Health
of the Inhabitants, which was exaétly the Pre-
tence upon which they before evaded the
intire Demolition of that Harbour under the
Treaty of Urrecht || |
The

* N 24, Fr. Hift. Mem. Art, 4. < His Majefly will lkave
““thetrading Harbour.” And Vid. Occafional Writer, Cafe of
Dunkirk confidered, p. g3, and 300.

t Pag. 59. of Fr. Hifi, Mem. and Pag. 212, 21 22
of the Occafional Writer. A W
2 T No. 29 Art. 4. Fr. Hift. Mem. < But the Cunette
3 -Jﬂ;f(,ﬁ’:[}g left flanding round t.bg Place for the Salubrity of the

§ Vid. 301, 2. Occafional Writer,
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‘The Harbour of Dunirk would therefore
have been only nominally deftroyed. But
whether it was to be deftroyed nominally or
really is, it is now apparent, a Matter of little
Confequence ; but I think our again making
a Point of it, after having in two Treaties ex-
perienced the Inefficacy of fuch Stipulations,
was not a Matter of Indifference ; but in many
Refpe@s a moft unfortunate Meafure. This
Part of the Treaty, inftead of fettling any thing,
will only give rife to daily and hourly Dif-
cuffions; and it has opened an inexhauftible
Source of Contention, the inevitable Confe-
quence of which muft be, either a thameful
renouncing of a national Point, or the invol-
ving us in a new War for an infignificant Object.

If we had confulted our Reafon, we muft
have known that no People will ever exe-
cute faithfully, the total Deftrucion of one of
their own Places, when the Execution de-
pends wholly upon themfelves, when the Place
remains in their own Pofleffion, and when
they have received their Conﬁde_ration, previous
to the Performance on their Side; and if we
had confulted Experience, we fhould have
feen that this has been hitherto exactly the
Cafe of France with Regard‘ to Dun/ezr_la, not-
withftanding the exprefs Stipulations in two
Treaties, that of Utreckt and that of Aix la‘C{m-

cle. But what has rendered our admitting
this Sort of Demolition among the Equiva-

iar 1 hen the
ts peculiarly unfortunate is, that w _
3 6] French
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French have found that Dunkirk forms fo lead-
ing a Part in our Syftem of Politicks, they.
will (as it is always in their Power} by putting
forward or by fufpending this Work, by pre-
tended Demolitions, and by real Eftablifhments
of their Harbour, continually play upon our
Paffions, and in the fame Manner as they have
now, they will for the fature oblige us to
purchafe the fame ineffeCtual Stipulation by
the Ceffion of fome Object of real Importance.

After we have deduéted the Demolition of
Dunkirk, (the Value of which the Reader may
judge) all the Remainder of the Equivalent,
which the French paid for the two Fifheries,
confifted only in the Guarantee of Canada. This
Equivalent,(contrary to the Bafis of the Treaty)
came not out of ber uti poffidetis but out of ours,
that is, in other Words, fhe purchafed our
Pofleflions with our Money.

If France indeed had been in Pofleffion of
all Canada, inftead of being driven from every
Part of it, and we Mafters only of the Fifheries
of Newfoundland and St. Lawrence; if in this
Situation we had admitted her to a Participation
of thefe Fitheries in Exchange for Canada, 1
atk whether any fair Arbitrator would not
have confidered it as a Bargain extremely
advantageous to France ?

But when we were indifputably Mafters
both of the one, and the other of thefe
Objects; and by the fundamental Principle of
the Treaty laid down by Franee herfelf, were
obliged to yicld none of owr Poffeffions, for

I which
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which a Compenfation was not to be made
from bers; if then we admitted her to take
the Fitheries which were in our Pofleffion,
in Compenfation for Canada, which was alfo
in our Pofleffion, would not (I won’t fay any
Arbitrator, but would not) any Advocate for
France, admit our Proceeding to be governed
by a Spirit of Generofity hitherto unexampled

in the Dealings between Nation and Nation?
Having in this Manner fettled the Norzh
American Account (upon’ her own Principles)
wholly to her Advantage, would it have been
inconfiftent with the loftie(t Dignity on the Side
of France, or the moft diffident Humility on
ours, would it have fhocked any reafonable,
decent, or conciliatory Principle, if we were to
haveafked inour Turn fome Advantage, infome
of the Equivalents, 1n fome one Part or other
of the World? Might not this Plan have been
propofed; that they fhould take Bellezfle for
Minorca?- That we thould have given them,
what they required, and it was not an unrea-
fonable Requeft, Sewegal or Goree, for their
German Conquefts; and when we permitted
them to retain St. Lucie, which tho’ com-
rehended in their w7 poffidetis was our Righe,
ought not they to have permitted us in ourTurn
to retain Guadaloupe? And if thisdid not feem to
them 2 juft Equivalent; if we had added to the
Ceffion of St.Lucie, thereft of theneutral Iflands
which to them might be of fome Advantage)
could the French Negotiator .himfelf pretend
to deny, that as in Norr/y America we had aéted
4 very generous, {o m(;he Weft-Inaies we acted
X 2 at
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at leaft :a very moderate Part? Could he fay
that we had quitted the Bafis of the Nego-
tiation, but when the quitting of it was clear-
ly to the Advantage of France? Surely he
could never fay, with any Appearance of Truth,
that we affumed a defpotic Air, that we {poke
in the Tone of Conquerors, or that we had
made any harth offenfive Ufe of our Vic-
tories ; and yet this Syftem, fo refpectable for
its Moderation, would not have coft us one
Penny of Trade or of Revenue. It would
have fatisfied the Partizans both of North
American, and Weff-Indian Acquifition, and
the Day the Peace was concluded, it would
have added to our Englifh and North American
Trade, a Source of Wealth cheaply valued at a
Million a Year. Let the Reader compare the
Effeét of this Scheme with that {tated in the
fixtieth Page of this Treatife.

I know not by what Fatality it is, but I
fcarce remember a Treaty which has been in
any confiderable Degree advantageous to this
Nation, except that with Spaz in 1670, by
which our Right to Jamaica was confirmed,
By that Treaty we poflefs at this Day a Trade
worth within a Trifle of Eleven hundred
thoufand Pounds a Year. The Peace of
Utrecht was certainly a bad one, compared
with the Advantages which we might reafon-
ably have expected. Yeteven thisTreaty was not
wholly unlucrative to the Nation ; for we ac-
quired by thatTreaty one half of the {mallIfland
of S¢.Chriflopher, The Sale of Lands in that half

of
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of the Hland produced go,cool. which came
to the Credit of the Nation, and appears upon
the public Accounts ; a Sum ten times greater
than all the Pofleflions we thould have retain-
ed in the late Treaty would have paid us in a
Century. To fay nothing of the Trade of
that Part of the Ifland, which is worth above
104,000 1. annually; whereas the Trade of
all our intended Acquifitions in 1761, if com-
pared with the Charge of keeping them, is
a good deal worfe than nothing.

I am far from thinking that no Sacrifices
ought to be made to the general Peace of
Europe. No Man, T believe, is inhuman or
unpolitic enough to advance fo cruel an Ab-
furdity ; but becaufe we are to make fome Sa-
crifice, are we carefully to {ele¢t for that Sa-
crifice the faireft and fattelt of all our Flock ?
the only Object we had acquired during the
War, which we are pofitively able to fay is of
the leaflt commercial Benefit to us? And is
France, to whom Peace is probably as necef-
fary as it is.to us, is France to make no Sacri-
fice on her Side, but of Objects which fhe
muft confefs, and which we know are no
way beneficial to her? The Events of War
are in themfelves of very little Confequence.
The Vicors and the Vanquithed are nearly
equal Lofers both in Men and Treafure. The
Terms of Peace are what dilcriminate the
Fortune of contending Nations ; and whoever
may have won the Battles, thofe only, have
che Advantage of the War, whofe Refources
after it, aie the largeft, and the molt entire;

and
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and I defy any Man to thew one Inftance in
which that Plan of Peace, which we have
examined, would have added one Penny to
ours, or have detracted one Penny from the
Refources of France.

And here, Thope, it will not be thought
afluming, that I take the Liberty humbly, but
carneftly, to recommend it to the ferious Con-
fideration of our Superiors, whether at the
End of a glorious indeed, but moft expenfive
War, which has laid fo heavy a Burthen upon
our Revenue, and our Credit, it ought not to
be one Objed&, at leaft, of our Attention, to find
in our Conquefls fomething which might
enable us to leflen, or to bear the enormous
Weight of our Debt. The very juft Dread of
increafing which yet further, when we have
added nothing to our Refources, may one day
be a Means of binding down our vi&orious
Arms; and may even difable, or at leaft dif=
hearten us, from the Vindication of our jufteft,
and moft important Rights. And I would
fubmit it, with all due Deference, to better
Judgments, Wwhether we ought not to delibe-
rate a little, before we venture to throw out of
our Hands anAcquifition worth at this Moment
above 600,0001. a Year to our dire® Britifb
Trade; and whether we ought to think our-
felves fufficiently indemnified for the Expence
of this very chargeable War, by {peculative
Projects of Commerce, in Places which never
enjoyed any Trade; and by Speculations for
Security in Places, which were never in any
Danger,

POST-

4
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POSTSCRIPT.

HE foregoing Examination is confined

to the State of Affairs during the Period
of the firft Negotiation. Of the Plan, which
is purfued in the prefent, the Author pro-
fefles himfelf totally ignorant ; but, whether
his Reafonings are invalidated or ftrengthened
by the Events, which have happened fince the
Period he treats of, he fubmits without any
new Argument to the Reader’s Judgment,
thinking that Matter tolerably evident.

A great Part of the Negotiation, which i1s
the Subjec of the foregoing Difcourfe, turned
upon Equivalents and Exchanges. It became
therefore neceflary to examine, with Attention,
into the realValue of the feveral Objeéts,which,
on that Occafion, had been ballanced againft
each other; and he did not think this Exami-
nation had been made, at leaft in any Piece he
had the Fortune to fee, fo fully and {fo ac-
curately, as the SubjeCt feemed to require.
In the Memorials, by which the late Nego-~
tiation was carried on, the Equivalents are
fometimes fo confounded and hqddled toge-
ther, that it is not always eafy to difcern, what

particular
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particular Object is fet againft another; but
the original Propofals of theDuke de Choifeud to
our Minifter at Paris, and the Recapitulation
at the End of the Hiftorical Memorial, enable
us to decompound this mixed Mafs, and to fee
the Value, which was fet upon each diftin&
Object. -

The Author has had frequent Occafion to
mention {ome political Writers ; but, in oppo-
fing their Sentiments, he has net thewn any
perfonal Difrefpect. He entertains the high-
eft Opinion of their Parts, though he cannot
forbear thinking, that, from a Mifconception
of the true Merits of the Queftion, they have
for fome time contributed extremely to miflead .
the public Opinion; and he hopes the Rea-
der will remark one Thing in his Favour.
Diffident of his own, and warned by the il
Succefs of much greater, Abilities, he has not
ventured to entertain him with any political
or commercial Speculations ; for he will never
allow thofe Opinions to be called Speculations,
which he fupports by prefent exifting Faéts,
by Cuftom-houfe Entries, and other the moft
authentic Vouchers; thefe he gives in the
Detail, and every Reader of common Senfe,
and common Attention, is capable of forming
a Judgment upon them ; and he defires to be
heard no longer than while he {peaks from
them. He hopes in return that the Public

will
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will not admit as Anfwers to his Faé&s any loofe
unfupported Reafonings, however ingenious
they may be; nor permit the State of the
Queftion to be changed, or one Thing fubfti-
tuted for another. If fuch Praices had never
been admitted in the Difcuflion of this Que-
ftion, he is convinced the Public could never
have been diverted from the ancient funda-
mental Maxims of Brit7/b Policy ; Maxims to
which we owe all our prefent Profperity, and
the Attention to which at this great Crifis,
muft determine no contemptible Part of
Grea: Britaiw’s future Fortune and Impor-
tance.

If, notwithftanding the Corrections, which
the Favour of the Public has given the Au-
thor an Opportunity of making, in a fecond’
Edition, any Inaccuracies ftill remain, it is
hoped that fuch a Misfortune will be confi-
dered as almoft unavoidable, in the Manage-
ment of an Argument upon fovery comprehen-
five a Subject in fo narrow a Cqmpafs. This,
however, he thinks he may ftill aflert, that
no Miftakes, which he may h!ave fali_en into,
can in the leaft tend to in*f'a'hdate.h‘ls Rea-
{onings : Quite otherwife ; his leﬁlons are
far more NUMErous t'r‘lan.hls ‘I\/Ixﬁakes; and
thefe Omiffions confift in his not having
suthed to their _full Extenvt the:. Advantages
with which his Facts fupplied him.

In ftating the particular Value !‘of.Gu{z-
daloupe he has been no lefs defective in
U it |

P many
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many Things, which might tend to fet the
Importance of that Acquifition in its proper
Light : For an Inftance of this, he begs Ieave
to lay before the Reader a comparative View
of the Trade of that Ifland, even in the im-
perfe State in which it ftood immediately
after its Redu&ion, and that of one of our
moft flourithing Colonies of North America,
immediately before the breaking out of the
prefent War. The Colony of me/'vamd is of
fuch Reputation, that he would defervedly
pafs for little better than a Madman, who
thould deny or endeavour to diminifh the Idea
of its Importance. It is indeed a Country of
very great Extent ; one of the moft opulent,
populous, and growing of all our northern
Eftablithments; and cannot contain lefs than
200,000 Whites. This Colony in the Year
17 52 took off the Value of 201,666/ 1¢9s. 114d.
in Merchandizes from England. This Demand
is certainly fufficient to eftablith Penfi/vania in
our Opinions as a very great commercial Ob-
ject; but compare this Demand of Penfilvania,
after mghty Years Settlement, with that of
Guadaloupe in its moft 1mperfeé‘c State, in the
Interim between its being a Conqueft and a
Colony ; in this Point of Time the Demand
for Br zrz//y Commodities in Guadaloupe amount-
ed to 238,000 /.

Now if you compare the Demand for Bri-
tifb Commodities with the Number of Inha-
bitants in each of thefe Countries, Penfylvania

does



g oy "]
does not take off much above the Value of
20s. a Head ; whereas the Inhabitants of Gua-
daloupe, fuppofing the Whites to be 10,000,
take off above 23/. Sterling for each Perfon,

Upon this comparative View of their re-
{pective Demands from Great Britain ; om
what Principle can Penfilvania be confidered
as an Obje&t of very great and ferious Impor-
tance to our Power and Commerce, as in com-
mon Reafon it muft be, if sza’cz)aupe is not
to be confidered at leaft on a Par with it;
and in every commercial Light an Obje& of as
much Importance. This is the State, upon
the refpective Demands of thefe two Countries
from Great Britain, in which Guadaloupe is
not inferior, but rather {fuperior to the great
Colony of Penfilvania. But on a comparative
View of their refpective Exports hither, the
Ballance is infinitely in Favour of Guadaloipe;
the Export of the former to Great Britain
is but 22,404 /. 15s. 14d. that of the latter,
as we have feen, amounts to 630,269/, 25. gd.
above five and twenty Times the Value of that

of f’eﬁﬁt’mﬂz}z.

In this View of Export to Great Britain,
the Reader will take another comparativeView.,
The Exoort of all the Colonies on the Conti-
nent which do not produce enumerated Com-
modities, and which are the.on]y ones truly
contrafted with the /7¢/t-Indies, amounts to
only 70,074 l‘; 125 2, _ The Reader has
-t feen how lllttle proportioned this is to that

adaloupe alone.
of Guadalou; ; But
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Examination(An)ef the Commercial Principals of the late Negotiation 4
between Great Britein and France in 176l.In which the System of thatgi-

Negotation with regard to our Colonies and Commerce is considered.
SECOND EDITION.London,1762.8vo,wrappers,1762. $44.50

"Rare and very important pamphlet relating entirely to British and
French affairs in North America after the conquest.

The book is considered to be an important reply to Benjamin Frank-
lin's 'Interest of Great Britain considered with regard to Canada

and Guadaloupe.'

This second edition,scarcer than the first,was entirely rewritten

and corrected."

Bibliography:Winsor,v,p.614;Carter Brown,iii,l, 321.
Casey332(lst ed.) Not in Gagnon,not in Tremeine.
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