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REPORT. 

Y OUR Committee, deeply sensible of the importance of the 
matter referred to them, have lost no time and fpared no la

bour in invefiigating the caufes which have hitherto retarded the 
Settlement of this Province, and more particularly of the W afte 
Lands of the Crown, and yet unconceded Seigneurial Lands. 

Their attention was in the first infiance directed to the afcer• 
taining of the amount of the furplus agricultural population of this . 
Province, for whom it was expedient and jufi to provide habitations. : 

From the declarations of feveral witneffes which your Committee 
examined, it was manifest that Lower-Canada poffeffes in itfelf an 
abundant population to fettle thefe wafie lands. 

To determine as exactly as might be, the precife amount of this 
furplus population, your Committee prepared a feries of Quefiions, 
(whereof a Copy is fubjoined to this Report, under the letter{ A.) and 
tranfmitted the fame to the Curates of the different Parishes in this 
Province, and to fome of the more difiinguished Seigniors refident 
in the Country, with a request to communicate their anfwers with 
all convenient fpeed .-Suflicient time has not yet elapfed to entitle 
your Committee to anfwers to thefe Queries. They anticipate, 
however, with confidence, much valuable information from thefe 
refpeCl:able sources, and when received, will feel it their duty to 
lay the fame before this Houfe with the least poffible delay. 

Your Committee next directed their attention to the determining 
of the quantity, and afcertaining of the quality of the wafie and 
ungranted Lands of the Crown, with their local advantages or dif .. 
advantages, viewed with reference to aCl:ual Settlements. The re
fult of thefe inquiries was in the highest degree fatisfactory, and 
evinces that Land advantageously situated may be provided for the 
entire furplus population of Lower-Canada.-The examinations up
on this matter, taken before your Commiteee, will be found in the 
Appendix to this Report, under the Letter (B ) 

It could not but excite furprife in the minds of your Commit• 
tee, that the large furplus agricultural population of the Province, 
had not been long fince located upon the vast traCts of ungranted 
Lands of the Crown-and it became a matter of anxious inquiry to 
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' them, whether the caufes which had produced the ftrange anoma~y 
of a fuperabundant agricultural population, environed by a wilder
nefs of Lands, were permanent in their nature or otherwife. 

It is with no ordinary fatisfaction that your Committee have it 
in their power to declare, as their opinion, that thefe caufes are 
not of a permanent nature, and to add that a hope, that their re
moval may be confidered as neither of difficult or ddlant attain .. 
ment, may reafonably be indulged. 

In the opinion of your Committee, one of the principal caufes 
which have retarded the fettlement of the wafre Lands of the 
Crown, in Lower-Canada, has been the abandonment of the an~ 
cient mode of granting Lands in F.ief or Seigneury, and the intro
duction of the· tenure of Free and Common Soccage, a tenure no· 
vel and unknown to the people of this Country. 

The first fubject of inquiry of your Committee, has been into 
the caufes which led to the adoption of a meafure which did · not 
appear to manifest that regr:rd for the ancient Laws and lnftitutions 
of this Province, which fo eminently characterized His Majesty's 
Government generaliy, and here abundant proof was afforded to 
your Committee, that a policy fo ad verfe in its spirit to the general 
policy of His Majesty's Government towards this Colony, arofe not 
from any intermifiion of that regard, but from extrinfic circum
stances, which it was not in the power of your Committee to do 
more than partially explore. . 

So early as the year 177 5, His Majefry was graciously pleafed by 
his inftructions to Guy Carleton, Efquire, Captain General and 
Governor in Chief in and over the Province of Quebec in Ameri
ca, and of all the T~rritories dependant thereupon, dated St. 
lames', 3d Fabruary, 177 5, with other matters relating to the 
good Government of this Province, to order, as follows:-
, 38. " By our Commiffion to you under our Great Seal of Great 
" Britain, you are authorized and empowered, with the advice 
" and confent of our Council, to fettle and agree with the inhabi
" tants of our faid Province of Quebec, for fuch Lands, Tenements 
" and Hereditaments, as now are or shall hereafter be in our power 
" to difpose of; it is therefore our will and pleafure, that all lands 
" which now are or hereafter may be fubject to our dispofal, be 
" granted in Fief or Seigneurie, in like manner as was practised 
" antecedent to the Conquest of the faid Province, omitting how
" ever~ in any grant that shall be paffed of such Land'3, the refer ... 
" vation of any judicial powers or privileges whatevf:t ·-and it is 
" our further will and pleasure, that all grants in Fief or Seigneu
" rie, so to be passed by ybu as aforesaid, be made subject to our 
" Royal Ratification or difallowance, and a due registry thereof 
" within a limiled time, in like manner as was practised in regard 
" to grants and concessions held in Fief and Seigneurie under the 
" French Government." 
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That in the year 1786, His Majesty was graciously pleased by 

such articles in the instructions to Lord Dorchester, as are not con

tained in the instructions to Guy Carleton, Esquire, in 177 5, alfo 

4 copy of such :J.rticles or parts thereof in the same instructions in 

1786, as are no\v altered from the instructions to Guy Carleton, 

Esquire, in 177 5, to order as follows:-
4·0. " Whereas many of our loyal subjects, inhabitants of the Colonies 

" and Provinces now the United States of America, are desirous of retain

'' ing their allegiance to us, and of living in our dominions, and for this 

" purpose are disposed to take up and Improve lands in our Province of 

" Quebec : and we being desirous to encourage our said loyal subjects in 

'' such their intentions, and to testify our approbation of their loyalty to 

" us, and obedience to our Government, by allotting lands for them in our 

" said Proviuce : and whereas we are also desirous of testifymg our ap

" prubation of the bravery and loyalty of our Forces serving in our said 

" Province~ and who may have bee1_1 reduced there, by allowing a certain. 

" quantity of land to such of the non commissioned officers and private 

'' men of our &aid Forces, who are inclined to become settlers therein; it 

''is our will and pleasu1e, that immediately after you shall receive these 

'' our Instructions, you do direct our Surveyor General of Lands for our 

'' said Province of Quebec to admeasure and lay out such quantity of 

" land as you, with the aJvice of our Council, shall deem necessary and 

'' convenient fur the settlement of our said loyal subjects, and the non

" commissioned officers and p1 ivate men of our Forces which may have 

" been reduced in our said Province, who shall be desirous of becoming 

" set lers therein ; such lauds to be divtded into di~tinct Seigneuries or 

'' Fiefs, to e~tenJ from two to four leagues in front, and from three to 

'.' five leaJues in d.:pth, if situated upon a navigable river, otherwise to be· 

'' run square, or in such shape and in such quantities as shall be conve

'' nient and practicable, and in each Seigneurie a Glebe to be reserved and 

'' laid out in the mo~t convenient spot, to contain not less than three hun

" dred acres, nor more than five hundred acres; the property of which 

" Seigneuries or Fiefs shall be and remain vested in us, our heirs and sue

" ce&sors ; and you shall allot such parts of the same as shall be applied 

" for by any of our said loyal subjects, non-commissioned officers and 

" private men of our Forces reduced as aforesaid, in the following pro

" portions, that is to say," &c. 
" The said lands to be held under us, our heirs and successors, Sei

" gneurs of the Seigneurie or Fief in which the same &hall be situated, 

" upon the same terms, acknowledgments and services, as lands are held 

" in our said Province under the respective Seigneurs holding and posses

" sing Seigneuries or Fiefs therein, and reserving to us, our heirs and sue. 

" cessot s, from and aftet the expiration of ten years from the admission 

'~ of the r~spective tenants, a quit rent of one halfpenny per acre.'' 

That after the declaration of American independence, in the year 

1776, the powers of His Majesty's Government in this Colony came 

to be exercised by persons who had resided and held offices in the 

Qld British Colonies, who succeeded to the principal offices in this Pro

vipce, That from the manner in which the influence of those. Gentlemen 
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and their friends had been exercised in the old Colonies, and from the ill succ-::ss which had attended the policy adopted by their advice, Canada could augur but unfavourably of the admimstration which was destined to rule it. 
The alarms of the people of Canada were greatly increased by a large influx of Loyalists, who were naturally anxious to retain the laws, institutions and tenures to which they were accustomed. Notwithstanding hat Great Britain had by an Act of the Imperial Parliament, commonly called the Quebec Act, (14 Geo. Ill. Cap . 83,) guaranteed to His Majesty's Caaadian subjects " within the Province of Quebec, that they, the "' Religious Orders and Communities only excrpted, might hold and en" joy their property and possessions, together with all cu&toms and usages " relative thereto, and all other their civil rights, in as large, ample and 

cc beneficial a manner, as if the said Proclamation, Commissiuni, Ordinan"' ces, and other Acts and instruments, had not been made, and as may "'consist with their allegiance to His Majesty, and subjection to the 
n Crown and Parliament of Great 'Britain, and that in all matters of con
cc troversy relative to property and civil rights, resort shall be had to the " Laws of Canada, as the rule for the decision of the same ; and all causes 
cc that shall hereafter be instituted in any of the Courts of Justice, to be cc appointed within and for the said Province, by Hts Majesty, his heirs '' and successors, shall, with respect to such property and rights, be de" termined agreeably to the said Laws and Customs of Canada, until they 
er shall be varied or altered by any Ordinances that shall from time to time " be passed in the said Province by the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, cc or Commander in Chief, for the time being, by and with the advice and cc consent of the Legislative Counctl of the same, to be appointed in man. 
u ner herein after mentioned," still several Petitions, which are to be met 'With in a Volurre, entitled," Quebec State Papers.," were transmitted to His Majesty's Government by His Majesty's Canadian subjects, praying that they might be maintained in their ancient Laws and institutions. That these apprehensions were by no means so visionary as might at fir:;t sight appear ; for the repudiated public men of the old British Colonies, had by their arts attained that dominion in Canada, which their more wise and honest countrymen had not been able ro atchieve by their arms. Accordingly, in the year 1790, His Excellency the Right Honourable Guy Lord Dorchester was pleased to refer to a Committee of the whole of the Honourable the Legislative Council, " to investigate and " report a statement of the comparative advantages and disadvantages of " the Tenure in Free and Common Soccage, and the present Tenures of " the Province of a different description, with a view to the public inte'' rest, as well as that of the individuals holding under such Tenures; that " they deliberate, and in case a conversion of the present Tenures in Fief " or otherwise into Soccage Tenure, shall appear to be adviseable, that " they report upon the most eligible mode of effecting the same, without " prejudice to the rights of individuals, and the general interest of the "country. In doing this the Committee are to attend to the nature and " operation o~ the different cl~uses in the Statute o~ 12th Car. 2, Cap. " 24, by wh1~~ Socc~ge holdt?g was made ge?eral m England, giving 

u Mr. Lanaud1ere at the same t1me an opportumty to be heard on his Pe· 
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" tition for a conver~ion of the Tenure of his Estates into that of Free 
"and Common Soccage, which was referred to a Committee of the Coun. 
" cil on the 14th February, 1788. And the Committee may call on 
" Mr. Attorney and Solicitor General for their opioirm on the subject 
" matter of the reference, if they shall conceive the same to be necessary, 
" and take all such other means as they may think proper, for acquiring 
" the necessary information ; and further, if the legislative interposition 
" shall appear to be necessary, the Committee are to report such draft of 
" a Bill, as the case may require." 

The Resolves of the Counctl, and the Resolutions and motion of the 
Chief Justice, adopted by the Committee, were calculated to introduce the 
Tenure in Free and Common Soccage, in lieu of the ancient Tenure of 
the country, in all new Grants, and to undermine and ultimately overturn 
those Tenures in the old Grants. These Resolves, with the Reasons of 
Dissent therefrom by Mr. Mabane, are subjoined to this Report, under 
the Letter (C.) 

It is consoling to reflect that His Majesty's Government did not par:i. 
cipate in this scheme. 

The Debates upon the Constitutional Act of these Provinces, {31st 
Geo. Ill. Cap. 31,) exhibit the two great Statesmen in the British House 
of Commons, who in almost every other object of public policy were op
posed to each othert concurring in the justice and expediency of maintain
ing his Majesty's Canadian subjects in their ancient Laws and I mtitutions, 
and of securing to his Majesty's subjects who had been reared under and 
were attached to the Laws and institutions of England, the possession of 
those Laws and institutions, and in conferring upon both the inestimable 
advantages of the British Constitution .. 

The work which contains these Debates, being a voluminous one, and 
not of easy access, your Committee subjoin to this Report an extract 
therefrom. (D ) It was in consequence provided by the Constitutional Act, 
" that there should be in the Provinces of Upper and Lower-Canada res
pectively, a Legislative Council and Assembly, to be severally composed 
and constituted in the manner described in the said Act, to make Laws for 
the peace, welfare and good government of those Provinces," and in a sub
sequent Clause, " that all lands which shall be hereafter granted within the 
" said Province of Upper-Canada, shall be gramed in Free and Common 
" Soccage, in like manneras lands are now holden in Free and Common Sac· 
" cage in that part of Great Britain called England, and that in every case 
" where lands shall be hereafter granted within the said Province of Lower
" Canada, and where the Grantee thereof shall desire the same to be grant
" ed in Free and Common Soccage, the same shall be so grant~d ; but 
' subject nevertheless to such alterations, with respect to the nature and 

"consequences of such Tenure of Free and Common Soccage, as may be 
c; established by any Law or Laws which may be made by his Majesty,
" his heirs or successors, by and with the advice and consent of the Le
" gislative Council and Assembly of the Province," and a free and repre
entative Government was thus assured to these Colonies. 

Your Committee, in proceeding upon the enquiry upon the compara, 
ative advantages and disadvantages of the ancient Tenures of this country 
and of .the Free and Comman Soccage Tenure, came to a conclusion that 
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the former pos5esses decided advantages over the latter, in the settlcme&t 
of a new country. 

Your Committee dtd not deem it necessary to institute any enquiry res
pecting the comparative advantages of these Tenures in a more advanced 
state of society, leaving it to the wisdom of their remote posterity to pro
vide remedies for these inconveniences when they shall arise. It could not 
fail to strike the attention of your Committee, that great prejudices exist
ed in the minds of the British descendants upon this continent against the 
Tenure en Fief. The Statute 1 ~ Car. II. Cap. 24, operated a salutary 
revolution in the Conititution of Great Britain; and it is said by high au
thority to have been " a greater acquisition to the civil property of the 
" Kingdom than Magna Charta ;" yet although by means of it " the 
" oppressive or military part of the feodal Constitution was happily done 
"away, we are not to imagine that the Constitution itself was utterly 
" laid aside, and a new one introduced in its room ; since by the Statute 
" 12 Car. II. the Tenures of Soccage and Frankalmoign, the houorary 
" services of Grand Serjeanty, and the Tenure by Copy of Court Roll, 
" were reserved ; nay all Tenures in general, except Frankalmoign, Grand 
" Serjeanty and Copyhold, were reduced to one general species of Tenure, 
"then well known and sub:isting, called Free and Common Soccage. 
cc And this sprung from the same feodal origin as the rest.~' 

The reasons which induced your Committee to come to the above con
clusion, are as follows. 

The two great obstacles to settlements in all new countries, is the want 
of capital, and the consequent want of a market for labour in those com
paratively remote situations. In a City composed of artisans, having all 
for sale the same commodity, whatever be its excellence, they will all 
starve; in a new settlement composed entirely of labourers to be furnish
ed with meat and clothing from the sale of their labour, they also starve 
from the same cause, the want of customers. 
· The things possessed by each, though valuable in themselves, possess 
no exchangeable value. The minimum of capital required to be employ
ed for any productive labour, will be regulated by the quickness or slow
lless of the return. Unfortunately in the clearing of land, even upon the 
smallest scale, the return to the actual settler is slow, generally from nine 
to twelve months. 

Where actual settlements are now found upon the continent of North 
America, the above obstacles have been surmounted, either; 

,1st. Fortuitously, by the accidental coming together of persons having 
ca~ital and persons having labour, at the formation of the new settlement, 
as m the case of Massachusetts ; or, 

2d. By the Government making a donation to the new settler, of capi
tal sufficient to support him until his labour became productive, af> waa 
done in U pper-Canada at the commencement of its settlement in i 7k3-4, 
and has it is believed since been done in some of the late Military Setde
ments in that country ; or, 
t 3d. By the Government granting the lands in a manner to secure the 
laying out of a sufficient capital by individuals for this purpose, wnh a 
view to their own profit. 

In the first there is danger that there be not a due proportion of capi• 
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tal ; and then the first settlers are subjected to great hardships, as hap~ 
pened to the first settlers of Massachusetts. 

The second is exceedingly expensive and onerous to Government ; in
deed so much so, that it cannot be carried on upon a very extensive scale, 
nor permanently. 

The thtrd appears obviously to be the best system ; it may be carried 
on, uot only to the extent of capital which the capitalist of the Colony 
itself may turn into this direction, but is calculated to draw capital from 
abroad into this channel, and thus enrich the Colony as well by the intro
duction of new capital, as by the advantageous employment of it when 
introduced. 

The object of the capitalist is to get from the Government the hignest 
premium he can for employing his capital in the clearing of wild lands. 
On the other hand, that of the Government, on the behalf of itself, the 
owner of the lands to be granted, and on behalf of the needy individuals 
who are thus to obtain a settlement, and out of whom in one shape or ano
ther a large portion of the profit of the capitalist is to be extracted, is 
to give the capitalist as small a premium as he will accept for this use of 
his capital. . 

: In the proprietary Governments of the old British Colonies, Maryland, 
&c. the premium given to Lord Baltimore and tlte other great proprieta
ries, to induce them to effect settlements in those co~ntries, was much too 
high, and became so burdensome to the actual settler, that Government 
ultimately resumed the Charters. 

The system least onerous to the actual settler, is unquestionably the 
French system of Seigneuries. 

The only inconvenience of the system, and that was certainly a very 
great one, arose out of the c1vil and sometimes criminal jurisdiction at
tached to the Seigneurie. This, however, on the conquest, was removed. 

Under this Tenure the actual settler had several advantages : he was 
not obliged to disburse any money for his land ; whatever lirtle stock he 
possessed, might be entirely laid out upon the improvement of his farm. 

The Seigneur, in certain cases, but not universally, was b ·JUnd by the 
conditions of the original grant, to open a road to communicate from the 
most remote settlement in his Seigneurie to the next concesswn of ungrant
ed lands therein. He wa& expected to build a M1ll, and the rate of mouture 
was fixed at a lower rate ( l-14) than it now stands at in the United 
States, where the greatest compet1tion obtains ( 1-12)-The new Settler 
had the countenance, support and assistance of the Seigneur, who was 
interested in effecting a settlement to save his Seigneurie from forfeiture; 
and all this was obtamed for a moderate annual rent. 

'l~he system of Seigneuries is calculated to produce and has produced 
in this country an equal d1vi.,ion of the lands, a thing favourable to human 
ha-ppiness, to good morals and industrious habiLs, to the stability of Laws 
and Government, and to the military strength of a country. 

The Tenure in Seigneurie is one which the people of this country un
derstand, and to which they are accustomed. 

The religious and social habits of the Canadian agriculturalist, prevent 
him from emigrating to the Townships. He is there deprived of all the 

b 
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substantial comforts of his religion. His child cannot be baptized, nor 
receive instruction in the principles of his religion ; on the verge of the tomb, he can receive no religious consolation. He has no means of at .. 
tending Divine Worship. 

From these causes, your Committee are persuaded that no Canadian settlements could be effected, unless the permanent residence or occasional 
attendance of a Priest could be had at a Chapel to be erected therein, and 
unless a colony of from 20 to 50 men, in habits of previous social inter
course, could be settled together. And your Committee see nothing so 
likely to produce this, as the erection of a sufficient number of Seigneuries to provide habitations and farms for the surplus population of the country. 

For further and vahable information upon this subject, your Commit
tee refer to a paper written and published in the year 1791, which will be found subjoined to this Report under the Letter (E.) 

Upon the whole, your Committeeare of opinion, that the first and prin
cipal obstacle which has existed, to the settlement of the Waste Lands 
of the Crown, has been the neglect of the Colonial Administration to 
obey the abovementioned wise and gracious Instructions of His Majesty. 

Quebec, 12th February, 1821. 
ANDREW STUART, 

Chairman. 
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;MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, 

(A.) 

UESTION FIRST.-What is the number of fouls within 

the Pariili of--- ? 
2d. What is the number of heads of families, Iandholders, with-

-in the Pariih of , refiding upon farms, and deriving their 

fubfiftence wholly or principally from the produce ? 
Sd. What is the number of hired agricultural labourers, and of 

labourers belonging to the family of the landholder, not receiving 

wages? 
4th. What is the greateft extent of ground poffeffed by any 

one individual in the faid Parilh ? 
5th. What is the number of individuals in the faid Pariili, hold

ing in their own right an extent of ground equal to two farms of 

three arpents in front by thirty or forty arpents in depth ? 
6th. What is the number of individuals in the faid Pariili, hold

ing in their own right farms of lefs than three arpents in front, by 

thirty or forty in depth, and into what number of claffes can the 

faid farms be diftributed, and what is the number of each ? 
7th. What is the number of marriages, births and deaths in 

the faid Pariili within the laft ten years ? 
8th. What is the number of agriculturalifts above the age of 

twenty-one, unmarried, and what is the number of females above 

the age of eighteen, unmarried, in the faid Pariili ? 
9[h, What is the extent of ground in the faid Pariili fufceptible 

of cultivation, .not yet granted ? 
lOth. Is there a road through the faid ungranted land, and has 

the faicl land been furveyed ? 
Ilth. Have there been any grants of land in the faid Parilh 

previous to the year 17 59 ; if fo, what was the general mode of 

granting, as well with reference to the extent of ground granted, 

as to the terms upon which the fame was granted ? 
12th Is there in the faid Parifh a confiderable number of per

fons who are defirous and capable of making new fettlements in 
b 2 
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the faid Seigniory, pro\·ided they could obtain lands in the neighbourhood, or at a fhort diftance from thofe of their relations and friends; and are there any fuch lands, and what is their quantity and quality ? 
I 3th. Are there any caufes which have retarded and continue to retard the fettlement of the land in the old Seigniories in this country, and what do thofe caufes appear to yo11 to be ? 14th. Do any of the inhabitants fettle in the Townfhips which are granted in free and common foccage ; and if none go, tO. what · caufe do you afcribe it ? 

( B. ) 

The Honourable James Cuthbert appeared before your Committee and anfwered as follows to the Queftions put to him :-Q. Have you had any and what means of becoming acquainted with the nature and advantages of the Seigniorial Tenure in this Country, compared with the Tt:nure of Free and Common Soccage? 
A. Being Proprietor of the Seigniory of Berthier, in the District of Montreal, and having refided upon it for twenty-four yeflrs, I have had occafion to beftow much confideration upon this subjelt, and acquire much experience refpecring it. Q What in your eftimation are the relative advantages or difadvantages of these two modes of Tenure ? 
A I hold a very great difference between the two modes of granting land. That under the feudal fystem, as it is in my opinion, not accurately called, ofters an eafy, expeditious, cert::1in and economical mode of mode of obtaining lands, in the mannu moft congenial to the means, habits, wants and ufages of the nineteen twentieths of the population . of this Province, and carries in its nature and confequences the only reafi:mable hope of a long aud lafiing connex10n with, and fubmiffion to the 1\lother Country. Whereas the Grants in Free and Common Soccage, after furmounting all the difficulties and expenfe of procuring them, break in upon the habits, cuftoms, manners and prejudices of the Canadian Grantees ; the conditions of thofe Grant-. not only deprive them of the ordinary refourfes they poffefs under the Syftem in Fief, but alfo bind them to the obligation of employing in the firft inftance, at a time they are totally incompetent, an immenfe unproducrive labour, which, if applied to a land in Fief, would alone enable them to fubfist their Families. 
Another powerful objecrion to the granting of the wafte lands of the Crown in Free and Common Soccage, under the prefent regulations, is the evident tendency of fuch grant" to level all orders of Society, and produce that fpirit of republicanifm which has already proved so fatal to Great Britain ; experience has brought to 
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my conviCl:ion the facility with which the lower orders ofEnglifh, 
Scotch or Irish will be allured from rational to licentious liberty, 
when brought within the verge of American politics; and the eafy gradation from oppofition to independance ; whilft it is true to 
aver that the language, religion, laws, cuftoms, inclination and 
even prejudices of the Canadians enfure their fidelity and fupport 
to the Britiih Government, and prefent an insuperable bar to their 
becoming Americans. 

Q. What are the caufes which prevent the Canadians to fettle 
upon lands in Fre£> and Common Soccage ? 

A. Grants in Free and Common Soccage, ftrike the great body 
of the people as a dereliCl:ion of all they hold dear, they view the 
fyftem and perhaps not without reafon, as tending to fubvert their 
infiitutions, Civil and Religiou~, by a flow but unerring progresc;; 
then tL.e difficulty of obtaining the grant, the diftance from their 
friends, their removal from the ordinary support and affiftance 
they were accuftomed to, and above all the immenfe tax of labour 
they incur, not only for their own Lot, but also for the Clergy 
and Crown Referves, which are to be raifed in value by the fweat 
of their brow ; thefe and many other objeCl:ions deter His Majes
ty's Canadian fubject::. from fettling on Free and Common Soccage 
Grants. It has been faid that American and European Emigrants 
have a total averfion to fettle upon land, in Fief, &c. this is fub
ftantially and praB:ically contradiCted in the Seigniories of Dautrai, 
Lanorai, Ramefay, D' Aillebout and Terrebonne, under my own 
pt"rfonal knowledge, and in many other Seign~orics throughout 
the Province. It is principally on account of the Language not of 
the Tenure that any difficulty has arifen. 

With regard to fettling the wafte lands of the Crown in Fief, 
it is within my conviction that were I in poffeffion of ungranted 
cultivable land, 1 could concede fome hundred farm:> en Toture, in 
the!hort fpace of twelve months. 

Q. What is your opinioa of the denfity of the population of the 
fettled part of the Seigniories ? 

A . The population in the old Seigniories is very denfe, and in 
my divifion of Militia in 1804, there were from nine hundred to 
one thoufand Militiamen, and in 1820, twenty-four hundred men 
above fixteen years of age. 

Q. I underftand you have travelled in Europe and the United 
States of America, did you ever obferve an Agricultural Popula
tion fo dense as that of this Province ? 

A. In no Country where I have travelled, have I met with 
such a denfe Agricultural Population as in this Counrry, except 
in French Flanders and Brabant. 

Q. What in your opini?n has been t~e caufe of the. ~an~di~n 
Agnculmralifts not fpreadmg more w1dely over the Setgmonal 
lands? 
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A. If I had held ungranted Seigniorial lands of a good quality 
I could have conceded two or three hundred farms in one year, 
as I have already faid. As to the other Seigniories wherein there 
are ungranted lands, I cannot point out the caufe of their not be
ing granted; the lands may be held in the hands of the poffeff'ors 
on fpeculation. I am thoroughly convinced that there is no want 
of Agriculturift<; of the Country difpofed to take thofe up. 

Q. Can you fay if many of the recent Emigrants from Great 
Britain, have fettled on the grants in Free and Common Soccage? 

A. I have no knowledge that any of them have. 
Q. Do you know that many of them have fettled on the Sei

gniorial Grants, and what number do you fuppofe have so settled? 
A. I have already faid that many European and American 

Emigrants have so settled, I can form no eftimate as to the num
bers. 

Q. Do you know of any application for augmentations of Sei
gniorial Grants fince 1791, or for the granting of new Seigniories, 
and can you inform the Committee of the refult ? 

A. My underftanding, as to the fystem adopted in granting the 
Crown Lands in this Province, was fuch, that although I was in
clined to apply, I never did. I have heard of perfons having ap
plied without fuccefs. 

The Honorable Roderick M'Kenzie, Seignior of Terrebonne, 
appeared before your Committee. 

Q. Have there been any grants of Land in yovr Seigniories, 
previous to the year 17 59, if fo, what was the general mode of 
granting, as well with reference to the extent of ground granted, 
as to the terms upon which the fame was granted ? 

A. Many grants were made before and after that period-all 
on the fame terms. 

Q. Is it generally credited and believed in other Seigniories, 
that the Lord fells his Land, and will inot grant them a cens (t 
rentes in the manner heretofore ufual and accuftomed ? 

A. No deviation from the original rule for Conceffions has ta
ken place in the Seigniory of Terrebonne. As to other Seignio
ries I cannot anfwer. 

Q. Is there any confiderable nnmber of persons in the said 
Seigniories, defirous and able to effect new fettlements in the faid 
manors or lordships, provided that lands could be had contiguous 
to, or at no very confiderable diftance from the lands of their 
friends and relatives, and is there any and what quantity of such 
Lands, and what is its quality ? 

A. Owing to certain circumftances, beyond my controul, fet
tlers could not not be encouraged heretofore to take farms from 
me. The Soil, however, is good. 

Q. Are there any, and what causes which in your eftimation 
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have retarded and continne to retard the fettlement of the Lands 
in the old Manors or Lordfhips of this Country? 

A. No augmentations to Seigniories having been made finc.e 
17 59, and of courfe not expected to be made hereafter, may be a 
principal cause for the delays obferved in the Settlement of fome 
Seigniorial lands. Proprietors expecting no increafe as formerly, 
wait favourable opportunities to make the moft of what they have. 

Q. Is there any emigration from the said Seigniory, and if fo, 
is the same annual and regular, and whither is the fame direCted? 

A. No Emigration from the Seigniory ofTerrebonne. 
Q. Do any of the inhabjtants emigrate to the Townships, grant

ed in free and common foccage, and if not, to what caufe do you 
attribute this circumftance ? 

A. The inhabitants of this Country prefer Seigniorial Grants to 
any other. I conceive that syftem to be the best fince the people 
who live under it never complain, and seem the happiest in the 
world. If a Settler who can be recommended, apply to a Sei
gnior for a grant, he -inftantly becomes a proprietor at the trifling 
expense of five or fix dollars to the Surveyor and Notary for 
deeds of Survey and Conceffion. The Censitaires in the Seigni
ories of Terrebonne, pay annually at the rate of half a bushel of 
wheat and twenty pence for every twenty acres. Some, indeed, 
pay less, but no one pays more. As wheat sells at present, this 
rent may amount to about two pence halfpenny per acre. 

Q. Is there any, and what number of British Emigrants fettled 
in the manors or lordships in the Diftrict of Montreal, and if fo, 
when did the faid fettlemPnts take place, and are the fettlers sa
tisfied with the said tenure? 

A I am not prepared to ftate the number of British Emigrants 
fettled upon Seigniories in the Diftrict of Montreal. Several hun
dreds have applied to me within three years, but it was not in my 
power, however defirous I might be, to encourage them. Still 
Settlements are of late forming on the banks of the L' Achigan, 
both in the Seigniories ofT errebonne and La Chenaie. Spirited 
and independent Emigrants, (some of whom have travelled far 
and near for a home) take farms at all hazards, as fast as the 
land can be surveyed, and roads can admit.-'"Dhefe fettlers pay 
no rent for upwards of two years, and they seem highly satisfied 
with their situation, and future prospect. 

Q. Are the lands in the rear of the Seigniories northward of 
the St. Lawrence, sufceptible of Cultivation ? 

A. By all the information I could collect from the best sources, 
I have reafon to believe that the land on the rear of the Seignio
ries, (with little exception), to an immenfe diftance, is suitable 
to agricultural purposes. As far back as 1684, I believe you will 
find on the records within this building, that lands were leafed by 
~he Government of thofe days, u;>on the banks of several rivers 
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which fall into Hudfon's Bay, for the express purpose of Cultivation ; and Charlevoix's Hifiory will show that the t'Xtenfive country which lies between the Saint Lawrence and Hudfon's Bay, was in his time well known. What appears now a wide wafi:e, a blank, appears in his Map, particularized and covered with descriptive names: At this difiance of time, a difrance of nearly two-hundred years from the first Efiablifhme:1t on the St. Lawrem:e, a man can ride from its banks northward, in less than three hours to the very last house in any part of the Country under cultivation. 

The Reverend Mr. Demers, Superior of the Seminary of Quebec, answered as follows : 
Q. Are the two modes of granting Lands in this Province, that is to say, that under the Feudal System, and that in Free and Common Soccage equally beneficial, and will you please to communicate to the Committee the reasons which induce you to give a preference to either? A .. I am fully persuaded the Feudal System, confined within proper limits with regard to Seigniorial and Permanent Rents, is the most advantageous mode of inducing His Majesty's Canadian Subject& to be· come Proprietors of the unconceded Lands in this Province-what leads me to think so, is, that under that system the poorest people, provided they are able to work, ma.y easily become Proprietors of the Lands they clear, without being compelled to purchase them. These new Proprietors are indeed charged with a permanent Rent, but if the original Grantees of the Crown enter fully into the true spirit of the Feudal System, all they can impose, is very moderate Seigniorial and permanent Rents, and such as the new Grantees will alway~ be able easily to pay. If the Government adopted the Feudal System 10 granting the Crown Lands, their Grants might regulate the Rates of the Seigniorial Rents for evet y square acre of ground. In this way the Rent in all the se new Concessions would be uniform, and nothing would remain discrE-tionary. As to the Proprietors of these new Fiefs, the Lods et Ventes and other feudal dues would afford them a compensation for the lowness of their Rent, and even for the expenses they might incur the more speedily to bring their Land into cultivation. 
If the Lands are conceded_in Free and Common Soccage it will be quite otherwise.-Tt may bt' presumed, that the greater part of ~e Lands would shortly become the property of a few rich capitalists, who would not fail to retain the best lots, in order to bring them into cultivation themselves, and who would then sell or lease to the rest. How then shall the young Canadian Farmers, whose only wealth is that love of labour of which the habit was formed under the paternal roof, settle upon those lands? Finding it impossible to acquire land sufficient for their future decent support. they will be compelled to take some of those la~ds o~ lease or a Bail Em~hyteotique-:But in that mode of settling, it IS eastly seen that they Wtll not expenence equal advantage, as if the Lands were granted them in the Feudal manner. To be convinced of this, it suffices to know on what conditions the Lots reserved in the several Townships for the Crown, and for the support of the Protestant 
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Clergy are leased. Every lot is of 200 acres or 235~ arpents or there .. bout, French measure. So early as 1812, 363 of these lots were leased for 21 years, on the following terms, that is to say, " for the first seven " years, Twenty-five Shillings, or Eight Bushels of Wheat per annum ; " the second seven years, Fifty Shillings, or Sixteen Bushels of \Vheat, " and for the remainder of the period, Seventy-five Shillings, or Twen" ty-four Bushels of Wheat per lot, the Lessors having the option of '' requiring payment to be made in either of the modes stipulated." (Topographical Description of the Province of Lower Canada, pag(• 14 ) On an average, every Lot of 235Q arpents is charged with an annual Rent of fifty shillings or sixteen bushels of wheat, at the option of the Lessor. Estimating the bushel of wheat at four shillings only, these 235;i arpents will therefore be charged on an average with a yearly rent of sixty-four shillings. This rent is certainly higher than it ought to be, if an equal lot of ground were granted in Feudal Tenure. I.et us suppose this Rent to be precisely the same, and two young Canadian Farmers each take one of these Lots of Land, and that one of them take his on lease, the other under a feudal grant: at the close of the 21 years, will the situation of both these Farmers be alike? One of them \\ill have become the actual Proprietor of the Land he has cleared, while the other, with equal care, anxiety and toil, unattended by any superior advantage duri11g the 21 years, will only retain the uncheering recollection of having, uncer the sweat of his brow, cleared a land not belonging to himself. 
But it will be said, will not the Lods et Ventes dne to the Seignior on every mutation prevent the young Farmer from taking Lands by Feudal Grant ? By no means, because the young Farmer well knows he will have no Lods et Ventes to pay while he remains in possession of his land, and that such of his descendants as hold it after him will be equally excmp as long as they acquire by descent. Though the due of Lods et Vmte. may appear onerous to the purchaser, I am not the less persuaded that this due has an excellent effect on domestic society, for it is generally a powerful motive for retaining hereditary Lands. This is not one of those vague assertions which are inconsiderately hazarded, but a matte:· of fact readily confirmed by numerous instances afforded by such parts of our Country as have been longest settled, such as the Cote de Beau pre. It is no rare thing to find in that place families who at this day possess the same lands which were granted to their ancestors almost im· mediately after the earliest settlements effected in this country. 
Such are the reasons which induce me to think the Feudal System more beneficial relatively to the cultivation of the ungranted Lands of the Crown, than the mode hitherto followed in granting those lands. Q. \Vhat are the causes which have prevented His Majesty's Canadian Subjects from settling the Lands in Free and Common Soccage? A. One of the principal causes, is the want of pecuniary means of purchasing Lands and afterwards clearing them. 1 do not think there is now to be procured in the Townships, a tract adequate to the support of a family for less than £100-Very few young Canadian Farmers have such a sum, and those who have will ever prefer purchasing Land already in part cultivated, or applying their money to the clearing: of lands 
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taken under a Feudal Grant, and costing them nothing. As to those 
who have no pecuniary means or scarcely any, they will never be tecon. 
ciled to taking on Lease or Bail Emphythcotique a Tract of Woodland, 
remote from the place of theit· nativity-nor will they more readily take 
such Land on Rente Constituce, from apprehension of ultimate inability 
to pay that Rent, and thereby becoming liable to ejection from lands 
which they have in part cleared : unless they can settle in some other 
way they will prefer remaining labourers all their lives.-I think I know 
the Inhabitants of the Country parts sufficiently to feel assured that in 
this opinion I am under no error. 

To this cause, which is inherent in the system itself which has been 
invariably pursued in granting the Crown Lands since 1795, others may 
be added ; as the want of ready means of intercourse, between the settle. 
mentli m the Townships, and the Canadian Settlements, ignorance of the 
language of thm:e among whom the young Farmers of our parrs would 
be placed, and above all, the remoteness of Religious aid. '!'his alone, 
I am persuaded, would have prevented the sounder portion of om· Ca
nadian Youth from availing themselves of the advantages which new 
Settlements might offer in all other respects: nor would the substantial 
Farmers of our Country, sincerely attached, as they are, to their Reli
gious principles, ever consent to the departure of their children to settle 
in places where they might suspect_ their faith or salvation to be in dan
ger. 

It is easy with a little attention to see, that these various causes would 
cease almost instantaneously, if our you-ng Farmers had the same facili
ty of settling on the Crown Lands as on the unconceded Lands in the 
old Seigniories, because they might, by agreement among themselves,· 
depart in sufficient numbet·, and take lands at the same place, indul
ging a most reasonable hope that other young Farmers would not fail 
shortly to join them. 

Q. 'Vhat are the conditions on which the Gentlemen of the Semi. 
nary concede the Lands in their Seigniories ? 

A. These conditions are, I believe, the same as are imposed by other 
Seigniors in conceding land within their Censive, with the exception of 
the Seigniorial Rents, which generally vary in the several Seigniories. I 
do not know whether the other Seigniors exact Cor'Vees of their tenants. 
The Seminary of Quebec have never exacted any from their tenants, 
and they are not meAtioned in the Grants made by them hitherto. The 
only charges they impose on the Grantees, are, 

lst. To make a clearing along their neighbours' line, [donner duDe
couvert. J 

2dly. To make and keep in repair the Roads and Bridges upon their 
lands according to law. 

3dly. To carry to the Seigniorial Mill to be there ground, the grai11 

which those lands produce. 
4thly. To pay the Seigniorial and permanent Rent and the Ce-ns 

yearly. h is &pe<lified in all the Deeds,. that this Cens bears Lods et 

Vmtes, Saisine et .Amende, in the proper ~ases, according to the Custom 
of Paris. The Seigniorial Rent and the Gens are not the same in the 
several Seigniories of the Seminary of Quebec. In the Isle Jhus, 
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nearly all the Lands were originally of three arpents in front by forty 
in depth. The greater part of these lands annually pay 10s. 6d. 2-Sds 
of Cen.r et Rentes, the others, much less numerous, having been conce
ded when the value of wheat was only Is . 8d. per minot, are charged 
with Ss. 6d 2-3rds. in money, and three mmots of wheat as Cms et 
Rente.r. In the Patishes of l' Ange Gardien, Chateau Richer, Ste. Anne 
and St. Joachim in the Seigniory of Beaupre, the lands are originally of 
three arpents in front by one league and a half in depth, and they pay 
annually Ss. 6d. 2-3rds. as Cen.r et Rente.r. Among these lands there 
are 30 or 40 of which the Rent in Money is less considerable, aud which 
are charged with a few Capons, valued at 20 Sol.r Tournois each. ln 
St. Paul's Bay in the same Seigniory, almost all the lands are originally 
of three arpents in fro_nt by 50 arpents in depth, and pay annually Ss. 
6d. 2-3rds. or 5s. 1 Od. Cens et Rente.r. The lands which have been con• 
ceded of late years in the same Parish do not pay more. In the ]J!e au:< 
Coudre.r the Cens et Rentes of the Lands are less considerable than at St. 
Paul's Bay. Besides these charges, the Seminary of Quebec in all 
Concessions which they make, reserve all Oak fit for the building of 
His Majesty's Ships, and reserve for themselves the right of taking upon 
the lands which they grant, the wood which they may want for the 
building or repairs of the Seigniorial Manor House and Bannal Mill. The 
former of these Reserves is to His Majesty alone. As to the second, it 
cannot be a charge upon the Tenants, because the Seminary never re· 
quire it. 

Q. Ate there regular Emigrations from the several parts of this Pro
vince to the other parts thereof? \Vhat is their general direction, and 
what appears to you to be the cause of them ? 

A. As the lands which would suffice for the support of a family are 
lower in price in certain Parishes of the Districts of Montreal and Three 
Rivers than those in the District of Quebec, the Inhabitants of the 
Country parts of the Districts last mentioned not unfrequently sell what 
little real property they have in order to purchase larger estates m the 
other Districts. Most of those who thm abandon the Country about 
Quebec, settle in one of the following Parishes, Cha.teaugay, Blairfin
die, Ste. Marie de Monnoir, St. Constant, St. Jacques, St. Roch, Le 
St. Esprit, St. Benoit, &c. I have not heard that any of them have 
settled in the Townships. 

I presume th;:se Emigrations would be much less frequent in the Dis
trict of Quebec, if the Farmers could more easily settle on unconceded 
Lands in the old Seigniories or on the Crown Lands. In my answer to 
the second question, I have pointed out the causes which appear to me 
to have hitherto prevented the Canadian Farmers from settling on the 
Crown Lands. Those which~ as it appears to me, chiefly prevent their 
taking Grants of Land in the old Seigniories at present, are these :-In 
some places, the severity of the Climate and the bad quality of the Soil 
relatively to Agriculture ; in some others, the extraordinary expense 
which must be incurred in cutting deep Trenches for draining Tracts 
of Land which are sometimes extensive; almost every where the want 
of Roads of access to the places where Settlements might be made. To 
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these several causes might perhaps be added the Rent~ which certain Seignim s are, (as it is said) desirous of fixing at too htgh a rate upon the lands which they concede. 

J. T. Taschereau, Esquire, a Member of the House of Assembly, appeared before your Committee : 
Q. Do you know the Country south of the Saint Lawrence, beyond the parts which are settled in the Seigniories of Nouvelle Beauce, a~ far as the Line which separates this Province from that of New-Brunsw1ck, and by what means have you acquired that information ? A. I have not visited it, but l have seen some persons who have done so. Q. Are there in those parts, Lands susceptible of cultivation, and to what extent are they ? 
A. Those who have been there, say, most of it is very fit for cultiva. tion-With respect to extent, there are several hundred thousand acres. Q. What are the appearance of the Country, the nature of ~he Soi~, the qualities and species• of Timber, the Lakes and Rivers, with their courses, and how far are they navigable within the limits of that part of the Country ? 
A. Some parts towards the Heights are MQuotainous, the rest is as even and as well adapted to cultivation as the rest of the land in the Province which is fit for cultivation.-The quality of the timber is various. The River Saint Jean, flows from several Lakes near the height of land, and waters a Country which would be very fertile were it cultivated. The River Chaudiere flows from Lake Megantiquc, and traverses a similar tract. -The River Et chemins and many other Rivers of minor size. These Rivers are navigable for boats in various places, and might be rendered so in all places by means of sluices and other works of art. Q. How great an extent is actually settled in that part of the Country ? A. The Township of Frampton alone to my knowledge, is settled, and it is so only in part. 
Q. Are there any Roads in that part of tht! Country-What are they, and in what state ? 
A. There is a Road through the Township of Frampton, and another Road which leads to the State of Maine, which is called the Kennebec Road. These Roads were lately made by the Commissioners of InternaL Communications. They are in a tolerably good state, but are decaying rapidly for want of Settlements. 
Q. What causes do you think have prevented the Settling of that part of the Country? 

_ A. The causes which have prevented the settling of the Lands beyond the Seigniories of La Nouvelle Beauce, are a want of Roads, a want of grants by the Crown in the ungrantfd Townships, and in those which are conceded a want of Roads, the Lots for the Crown and those for the Clergy, and also the very c..~onsiderable expenses which the Grantees are obliged to incur for opening Roads, expenses of Survey and other expenses, with respect to which they are unable to obtain reimbursement of a portion of the interest, whereby they are put t.nder the necessity of selling their lands at a very high price, and the interest of the consideration for the sale is equivalent to a rente which the Farmer could not pay, 
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which would not be the case if in conceding those lands at a moderate an
nual rent, the Grantees of the Crown could hope hereafter to be indemni
fied in some other way. 

Mr. Tache, from Kamouraska, one the Members of the Provincial 
Assembly, appeared before your Committee and stated:-

1 have restded for eighteen months at the place called Chicoutimy. 
in the upper parts of the River Saguenay, at the place commonly called Kmg's Domaine, which was in the year 1805. In the Spring of 1806, I travelled over all that part of the King's Domaine, wh1ch extends from 
Chicoutimy to t11e great Lake Mistassin, called on the Map Mistissyni.:, of wluch the Rtver Rupert is the Outlet, and whtch River runs into 
Hudson's Bay. In that space there IS a constderable tract of Land fit for cultivation, more especially what surrounds Lake St. John, which is 40 
leagues in circumference, and where formely the Jesuits had a Settlement. I have had occasion to observe that the Soil is remarkably rich there, 
and the climate as fine as that of Quebec. Lake St. John may be situate 
north of Quebec at a distance of about 35 leagues according to the in
formation cf the Indians. From Lake St. John to Chicoutimy, is a 
space of 35 leagues or thereabouts intersected by various Riv~rs and Lakes, which may facilitate Intercourse. The shores of these Rivers 
and Lakes are of very good Ground. In descending the Saguenay a 
space of stx or seven leagues, and as far as the place to which first rate 
Vessels might go, its shores consist of a Soil very fit for cultivation. 
The aforesaid Domaine produces a very large quantity of fine Pine of various kinds, and especially of red Pine; and I consider this part of 
His Majesty's Domaine as one of the richest parts of North America, 
relatively to the Lumber Trade and Agriculture, were it brought into 
use. The River Saguenay is navigable for large Vessels as far as Chicou. 
timy, and the Lakes are navigable from thence for Vessels of 60 or 70 
Tons. 

Q. How many great Rivers or others which are navigable run into 
the Saguenay ? 

A. More than thirty are navigable for Canoes, some of which have 
an Easterly others a 'V esterly cuur~e. 

Q How many are navigable for Bateaux ? 
A. Ouly the Chicoutimy and the Saguenay. 
Q. How far is the River ( hicoutimy navigable and for what Vessels? A. About seven leagues for Bateaux, and above that IS a Lake which 

i~ capable of beating Vessels vf at least one hundred Tons. The Lake 
is about nine leagues long, and is called Chinouagomi, it is about two 
miles wide. This Lake is divided by a pflint of Land of 10 or 15 ar
pents from another Lake called Chinouagomichiche} which is about 3 
leagues long, by one mile broad, and is navigable for Vessels of 30 or 40 Tons The outlet of this small Lake is the Belle Riviere which runs 
into Lake St. John. The position of all that Country is upon a Slope from North to South, an expo<>ure very favourable to agriculture and 
sheltered by a chain of Mo~n~ains ~hich ~ommences East of Lake Mis. tassin called on the Map Mtsttssynm~, runmng towards the South West, 
and t;rminating in a curved line at the rocky Mountains. 

Q. \Vhat extent of Country, in leagues, is susceptible of cultivation? 
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A. T should find it difficult to decide what extent of Country from North to South is susceptible of cultivation, but from Cap au Leste, in the River Saguenay to the settlement on Lake St. John, a distance of 40 leagues or thereabouts, the whole tract appears capable of cultivation, and all the land in that Latitude from Lake St. John as far as the sources of the River St Maurice, a distance of about seventy leagues, is, as I believe, very fit for cultivation. 
Q. What vestiges of the Jesuits' Settlement remain ? 
A . The Furrows of the Plough are still to be seen on a Tract of 3 or 400 acres square, which is now overgrown with Trees. Some frUJt Trees also exist which were in a part of their Garden, also the remains of the foundation of their House and of the Chimnies. 
Q. What is the quality ofTimberon all that Tract of Country, which you visited ? 
A. The environs of Lake St. John are covered with Poplars, Aspen, Ash, Spfllce, and white Birch. There is also much Alder. In descending towards the Saguenay, there are on a height, large tracts of Pine, which I have already mentionned. It is well known to Farmers, that Ground which produces Aspen, Poplar, Ash and Alder, is extremely rich and fertile. 
Li~ut.-Col. Bouchette, Surveyor General of the Province, appeared before your Committee. 
Q. Are you acquainted with the country lying on the fouth :lhore of the River St. Lawrence, beyond the fectled parts of this Province, on the Lake Temiskouata, as far as the Province line which feparates this Province from the Province of New-Brunswick, and what have been your means of information ? 
A. I have fome knowledge of the country fituate between the St. Lawrence and Lake Temiskouata, but more particularly of the communication between this Province and New-Brunfwick, having travelled that part of the country feveral times, and made partial furveys and plans of the whole of that route, and in 1814 fet off lands for the disbanded Veteran Soldiers, whom I placed at different ftations for the purpofe of keeping up the communication, and in 1817 had again occafion to fee a great part of the country weft of the River St. John, in running the Aftronomical Exploring Line from the fource of the Ste Croix to the firft waters of the Rifiigouche, and returned to Quebec by the Portage Road. Q. Is there any, and what extent of cultivable ground within this traC\:? 

A. I ihould conceive, to the beft of my know1eJge and eftimation, that about 100,000 acres of culti vablt! land could be found contiguous and along the whole extent of the Por~age Road from the Seigniory of River du Loup to Fief Temifcouata. 
Q. What is the face of the country, the nature of the foil, the kinds and defcription of timber, the Lakes and Rivers, and their coudes, the fize of the fame, and how far navigable within thi tract? 
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A. After afcending the firft ridge of highlands in the rear of 
the fettlements on the borders of the St. Lawrence, from thence · 
to the River Verte, the face of the country is generally level, the 
foil of a fertile nature, compofed of dark mould, interfperfed with 
fand in fome places, and clay bottom ; the timber is chitfly beech, 
birch; maple, and a quantity of white pine, and fame red. From 
thence to the River St. Francis the country is alfo level, but ex
tremely rocky and ilrong; the growth of timber is fmall poplars, 
fpruce and under bruih. From thence again to within three miles 
of Lake Temifcouata, the country is broken, and interfected by 
ridges of highlands traverfing the {:OUntry in a north by eail: and 
fouth by weft direction ; of thefe highbnds there are mountains 
of g.radual af<.:ent and defcent, compofed of excellent foil, though 
rather light, and in fome parts ftrong, and the timber chiefly ma
ple, birch and beech, &c. In the extenfive valleys that exift in 
the cour!e of that tract, there are many patches of good land, 
well wate_red, and large meadows. In approaching Lake Temis
couata, the foil is of a dark mould, but it1-:.mediarely on the bor
ders of the Lake only it is in many parts of a light fandy and 
gravelly nature. The Lake, which is confpicuous for its beautiful 
and picturefque fceneries, is about 22 miles in length, by the ave
rage breadth of a mile and a half, encompaffed on all fides by 

• highlands, gradually defcending, and covered with woods down to 
its margin. The principal Rivers which empty themfelves into 
this Lake, are, viz: the Namsgamskutefek, which flows out of 
Long Lake, is about two chains wide, gentle current, and is faid 
to be navigable for boats and canoes; the Toledo, or Riviere au 
Canot, takes its fource in a chain of fmall Lakes to the nortb-eafl: 
of Temifcouata, and although rapid, is navigable for Canoes ; Aih
berusk River, which difcharges itfelf at the head of the Lake, 
takes its fource in a chain of fmall lakes in the ridge of mountains 
to the north-weft, which divide thefe waters from thofe of the 
Trois Piftoles, and are only feparated by a fhort portage. Previ• 
oos to concluding this part of my clefcription of the Lake, I will 
obferve, that, together with extenfive pineries that are found in 
abundance on and in the vicinity of this lake and the rivers, there 
is an effential advantage derived from the peculiar fpecies of fiih, 
namelv, the toledo, the white fifh, and falmon trout, but muft 
diftinguiih the toledo trout, taken at the entrance of and in the 
river of the fame name. It is very like the ordinary :fize codfiih, 
and is taken in fuch quantities at a particular feafon, that the in; 
habitants of the lake and others, even from the Madawaska fettle
ment, falt them for their ufe in the winter. And in refpect to the 
feveral rivers which interfect the portage road, the principal are 
the St. Francic;, taking its fource in a fmall lake of the fame name 
in the highlands, and hlls into the river Saint .John in a fouth_ 
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fouth-eaft direction. The Riviere Verte, which empties into the 
Saint Lawrence in a northerly courfe, is rapid, and not navigable, 
being obfiructed by falls ; alfo feveral branches of the Trois Pis
toles, which are fmail, rapid, and not navigable. 

Q. What extent of this part of the country is actually fettled ? 
A. On proceeding from the laft fettlement on the Tt!mifcouata 

road, at the ferry or new bridge in the depth of the Seigniory of 
River du Loup, there are no fettlements until you reach Green 
River, where there are about eight or ten, and altogethtr about 
lOO acres cleared; from thence the country is unfettled to the 
River Saint Francis, a difiance of above eighteen miles, at which 
place there are two fettlements, with about fifty acres cleared, and 
between this and Long's farm at Temifcouata,' there are but a few 
abandoned houfes, with from ten to twenty acres cleared. The 
fettlement at Tt>mifcouata Lake may confift of four houfes, a faw
mill, and from feventy to eighty acres of clearing. 

Q. Are there any and what RoaCls in the faid tract, and what 
is the ftate thereof ? 

A. There is but one road, originally opened in 1783, which 
commences about 4! miles eaft of Riviere des Caps, at the Saint 
Lawrence, and directs its courfe eaftwards to Lake Temifcouata, a 
diftance of thirty-feven miles. The opening of this road was con
fidered at that time of the greateft importance for the conveyance 
of the Britifh Mail from Quebec to Halifax. Notwithil:anding 
fome endeavours to avoid the abrupt afcents, defcents and fwamps, 
&c. which confequently caufe a number of windings and turnings 
of the road, and which obftructions are greatly prevalent in this 
broken part of the country, frill they are frequently met with in 
the courfe of this route from Green River to within a mile or two 
of the lake, which render the uft- of carts or waggons entirely 
impracticable, and materially contribute to weary and fatigue the 
traveller. The road however from the St. Lawrence to the Green 
River, is fomewhat better, and can admit of both thefe carriages. 
Having traverfed this road feveral times with attention, I am con
vinced that it might, by applying proper means, and deviating in 
many places from the prefent courfe, become as good a road as 
many within this Province ; but it muft be obferved that capable 
fettlers muft be placed on the fame, that it may be kept up in a 
good ftate. The advantage of fuch a proceeding fpeaks for itfelf. 

Q. What are the cauies which, in your eftimation, have con
tributed to advance or retard the fettlemP.nt of the faid tract ? 

A. The cauf~s, in my eftimation, which have contributed to re
tard the fettlement of that part of the country, I would clafs un
der the following heads : 

Jftly From the difadvantage of not having ~ practicable road 
throughout the portage, and a continued communication to New_ 
Brunfwick. 
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2dly. From not having placed, on the firft opening of the road, 
perfevering and able fettlers, and too few a number to keep up 
fuch an exteniive communication. 

3dly. The doubts arifing with refpect to the exact limits of 
Lower-Canada and N ew-Brunfwick with the United States. 

Robert Chriftie, Efquire, appeared before your Committee, and 
anfwered as follows : 

Q. Are you acquainted with the Diftrict of Gafpe, and what 
have been your means of information ? 

A. I have vifited the Diftrict of Gafpe the laft and preceding 
Summers, as Secretary to the Commiffioners for invefiigating 
the claims of the inhabitants to Lands, purfuant to an Act of the 
Legiilature of this Province, of the 59th Geo. Ill. Chap. 3. My 
informat1on on the ftate of that Diftrict is principally derived from 
perfonal obfervation, while employed on that fervice. 

Q. What is the extent of cultivable ground in the faid Diftritl:? 
A. If by cultivable ground is meant ground already cleared of 

timber, and ready for tillage, I fhould eftimate it upon the very 
loweft computation at five thoufand acres. Upwards of five hun
dred claims have been received by the Commiffioners; many of 
thofe claims comprehend feverallots, fome of which are in a great 
meafure cleared and under tillage, others are frill in foreft ; fup
pofing then that at an average each claim may be eftimated at 
about ten acres of cleared land, the total will be five thoufand 
acres; but judging from perfonal obfervation of the different tracts 
of cleared land in that Difirict under tillage, which I had occafion 
to viiit in the difcharge of my office, I am convinced that in eH:i
mating it at ten thoufand acres and upwards, I fhould not exceed 
the truth. 

Q. \Vhat is the face of the country, the nature of the foil, the 
kind and defcription of timber, the lakes and rivers, and their 
~ourfes, the fize of the fame, and how far navigable within this 
Difirict? 

A. The face of the country is various, in fome parts it is rough 
and mountainous, occafionally jnterrupted by deep and uneven 
vallies, here and there interfected with deep ravines; the high 
lands in fome places are thinly clad with a ftunted growth of finall 
wood, but mofi: parts of the country are well covered with timber, 
fuch as maple, beech, birch, pine, larch, white cedar, hemlock, 
&c. but there is li(tle or no oak of confequence. In the Bay des 
Chaleurs, the land from Port Daniel upwards to l\1aria, a tract of 
fixteen or eighteen leagues, is level, well watered, ;md abounds 
with the befi: growth of hardwood ; nor do I know of any part 
of Lower-Canada fuperior to this tract of country in foil and cli
mate. It produces the befi: of wheat and grain of all defcriptions, 
and I have underftood from the inhabitants, that rarely, if ever, 
has their grain fuffered from blight or ruft. The foil in this part 
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of the Diftrict is a friable red clay and loam, and this indeed, as 
far as fell within my obfervation, is the general character of the 
foil of the Diftrict, except on the River Rifrigouche, wherl! the 
land is of a richer defcription. With refpect fo the Lakes in this 
Diftrict, I know nothing, never having advanced any diftance in
land. The principal Rivers are thofe which empty into the north
weft and fouth-weft branches of Gafpe Bay, the River St. John, 
at Douglafs Town, in the fame Bay, the River at Malbay, the 
Grand River, near Cape Defpair, the Rivers Great and Little Pa
bos, Port Daniel, Eaft, Nouvelle, Bonaventure, Great and Little 
Cafcapedia Rivers, and the Rivers Nouvelle and ll.iftigouche, which 
laft is the principal River in the Diftrict, the othet· Rivers above 
mentioned, though confiderable fireams, are navigable only by 
boats or canoes ; they may generally be compared in fize to the 
St. Charles, the Chaudiere and the Jacques Cartier, near Quebec ; 
they are fufficiently large and deep for rafting down pine timber 
from the interior of the country. The Riftigouche is navigable 
by fchooners and even larger veffels, as far up as the Indian Vil
lage, which I fuppofe may be about fifteen or fixteen miles from 
the mouth of the River, or Maguacha Point, probably a little 
more or lefs. The Commiffioners for the Gafpe Land Claims, 
Meffrs. J. T. Tafchereau and L. M. Juchereau Duchefnay, have 
made a Cenfus and detailed Statiftical Report of this Diftricr, to 
his Lordfhip the Governor in Chief, which, were a copy laid be-~ 
fore this Committee, would afford much more correct and fatisfac
tory information on the fubject of the prefent enquiry, than my 
recollection enables me now to give, as they were the refult of 
the joint obfervations of thefe Gentlemen, and of the moft care
ful inveftigation of the reports of thofe who might be depended 
upon, in fuch inftances as did not fall within their own immediate 
view. 

Q. What are the Mineralogical and Foffil productions of the 
Diftrict ? 

A. My knowledge of mineralogy is fo exceedingly fuperficial, 
that I mufi acknowledge myfelf wholly incompetent to fpeak as a 
mineralogifi:: I can therefore only fpeak as an ordinary obferver 
of the different materials of this defcription which may fl:rike the 
attention of the traveller. The Diftrict abounds with lime, par
'ticularly Gafpe Bay, the north fhore of which is, from its entrance 
including Cape Gafpe upwards, a feries of capes and precipices of 
the beft lime fione. In the Bay of Chaleurs it is not fo abundant, 
the coaft in that part of the Diftrict exhibiting a chain of low 
capes of a red fandy ftone, fimilar to that defcription of ftone 
called pudding, which by the action of the fea and weather, falls 
and crumbles into fine gravel and fand. At and near Perce, in 
certain fpots, the capes appear to be partly of variegated marble, 
and is compofed of marine petrifactions. In New-Carlifle, at the 
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difi:ance of three or four miles from the fea fide, at a fmall lake, is a bed of fhetl marle, faid to be of a fuperior kind, and of which I have feen fpecimens. There are no doubt coal mines in feveral parts of this Diftrict ; at Douglafs Town, in Gafpe Bay, on the fouthern bank of the River St. John, I collected a fmall quantity of tarry and inflammable matter, which oozes in confiderable quantity from the earth about high water mark, in colour and fmell refembling coal tar, which I believe to be afphaltum, or fome other fpecies of bitumen ; it is now depofited at the Mufeum of the Quebec Seminary. On digging the furface of the ground, I found a black coal coloured earth, and was informed by fome of the inhabitants that pieces of coal had frequently been found about that place. In Gafpe Bay, and in the Bay of Chaleurs, at Paspebiac, I found feveral fpedmens of valuable pebbles, which have fince, at my requeft, been wrought by a Lapidary in Quebec, by whom I am informed that they are of the mofi valuable Cornelian, Agate and Jafper, fuperior to any of the kind found in Europe, and equal to thofe of India. 
Q. What extent of this Diftrict is actually fettled ? 
A. The Diftrict, compared with its extent and capabilities, is very thinly fettled, and that only along the fea coafr, in places adapted to the fifheries, and where veffels can approach and anchor in fafety for the purpofes of traffic. 
Q. What is the fiate of the Roads in the faid Diftrict? 
A. The ftate of the roads is exceedingly bad, and in many inhabited places the beach on the water fide is the only practicable 

road. 
Q. What are the caufes which in your eftimation have contributed to advance or retard the fettlement of the faid Diftrict? 
A. The caufes which have contributed to retard the fettlement of this Diftrict, are various, but it appears to me they may principally be comprehended in the three following : 
First.-The abfolute want of titles to the lands upon which the people have for many years been eftablifhed, and the confequent apprehenfion of the poffeffors, that they at fome future day might be troubled in their poffeffion. The inhabitants could not therefore improve thofe lands with cheerfulnefs, which they were not certain of enjoying. This caufe may however now be confidered as almoft entirely removed, by the Act paffed by the Legiilature of the Province, to fecure the inhabitants of that Diftrict in the possession and enjoyment of their lands, (59th Geo. HI Chap. 3.) Second.-The neglected ftate of the roads in the Diftrict, and the little attention paid to enforce the Road Laws. This may however in a great degree have refulted from the circumftan~e juft above mentioned, and I 1ho~ld fu~pof:, that as th: people m that Difiriot are ihortly to obtam their titles, accordmg to lawt more attention will be paid to this fubject than heretofore, as they 

d ~ 
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necelfarily will then become more than ever interefted in improv· 
ing their old roads and opening new ones. 

Third.-The defective fyftem of Civil Judicature, as efiabliilied 
by law for that Diftrict, and the omiffion for many years paft to 
hold Courts of Quarter Seffions for the trial of mifdemeanors and 
other offences cognizable in thofe Courts. The Provincial Judge 
for that Difirict can only take cognizance in caufes amounting to 
£20, nor can he, as done in the other Diftricts, iifue Writs againft 
real property for fums exceeding £10 fterling, by which creditors 
in this Diftrict are more difadvantageoufly fituated than in other 
parts of Lower-Canada. For debts exceeding £20, fuitors muft 
come to the Quebec Courts. The delay and expenfe attending 
fuits to be carried on at fo great a diftance from home, are fre
quently fuch as to deter them from profecuting, preferring rather 
to forego the debt altogether, or wait until it may pleafe the debtor 
to difcharge it . The difadvantages under which the tra.de is placed 
in this refpect, are very great, and difcouraging to the merchants. 
The want of Criminal Courts, and Courts of Quarter Seffions, 
for the trial of offenders againft the laws, is productive of the moft 
ferious evils. The impunity of crime in that Diftrict, for want of 
Criminal Courts, daily and hourly leads to a repetition of the mo:ft 
daring and atrocious outrages, infomuch that no man in the Dis
trict may be faid to be fecure in perfon or property. The com
plaints on this fubject are loud, and I am convinced that this is 
one very matt:>rial caufe by which the improvement of the Diftrict 
has been and frill is retarded. 

Mr. Alexander Morrifon, of the City of Quebec, Cooper, ap
peared before your Committee. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the River Saguenay, and what 
means had you of becoming acquainted with it? 

A. I refided three years at Tadouffac, at the entrance of the Ri
ver Saguenay. I have been up the River as far as Chicoutimy, 
which is 26 leagues, or thereabout, up this River. I was coming 
and going there for fourteen years. 

0. What is the fize of this River? 
A. This River is about half a league broad; a man of war can 

afcend it for twenty-three leagues, and veifels of a hundred tons 
burthen may go as far as Chicoutimy. 

Q. What is the climate of the country about Lake St. J ohns ? 
A. As far as I underftand from travellers, it is much the fame 

as that of Quebec. 

Mr. M'Nicol, of :Murray Bay, appeared before your Committee. 
Q. Do you know the lands fituate on the River Saguenay? 
A. I have no other knowledge of that country than what I de

rive from the V oyageurs. 
Q. How far is the River Saguenay navigable ? 
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A. It is navigable for large veffels for thirty leagues, and for 
!ffi \11 crafts as far as Chicoutimy. 

Q. Are there on both fides of the River Saguenay lands fit for 
cultivation? 

A. Yes ; but I cannot fay how far. 
Q. What is the climate ? 
A. The climate is good there, and perhaps better than that of 

Quebec, becaufe of its wefiern expofure. 
Q. What is the foil ? 
A. The foil, generally fpeaking, is good, and fit for cultivation, 

efpecially at Haha Bay and Chicoutimy. I know the foil towards 
Lake St. Jean, where there formerly was a fettlcment of Jefuits, 
is good, and that the climate is mild enough for melons to thrive 
there. It is faid to be the beft climate in Lower-Canada. 

Q. Do you pofrefs any land or other property in that neigh
bourhood? 

A. I am Co-Seignior of the Seigniory of Murray Bay, in right 
of my wife? 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the quality of the timber in 
thofe parts ? 

A. At Chicoutimy there is good white pine, white afh, walnut, 
elm and beech. 

Q. Do you know whether there are in your parts any young 
people who woulcl like to fettle on the River Saguenoty, towards 
Lake St. Jean, and fhould you not like yourfelf to have a Seignio
ry there? 

A. If that part of the country were to be conceded, I am per
fuadcd there are a great many people in our parts who would like 
to fettle there. 

Richard Coughtrie, yeoman, of Valcartier, in the Seigniory of 
St. Gabriel, appeared before your Committee. 

Q. When was the fettlement of Valcartier commenced ? 
A. In the month of Augufr 1816 
Q. What difiance were the firft clearings of Valcartier from 

the laft Canadian fettlements? 
A. Two le~gues. 
Q. What was the ftate of the roads previous to the commence

ment of that fettlement, between the laft Canadian fettlements and 
this new eftabliihment ? 

A. There was no road pafrable for a cart, or even for a fingle 
horfe thefe two leagues, during the fummer feafon, by reafon of 
the ~orafres and fmall ftreams which interfected this road ; thefe 
being frozen in the winter, the Canadian fettlers were enabled to 
go a diftance of a league and a half this road., which they did for 
the purpofe of getting wood. 
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Q. What extent of road was made by the Grantees of this 
tract? 

A. Two thirds of a league. 
Q· Did you at any time, and when, make a Statifrical Table of 1 

this fettlement ? 
A. Yes, I affifi:ed in the making out one in the autumn of 1820, 

and at the requefr of the Grantees I made out another in the 
month of January, 1821, both of which I have in my po1feffion. 

Q. Will you tranfmit to the Committee thefe Statifrical State
ments? 

Mr. Coughtrie then produced to the Committee the faid Sta
tiftical Statements, which are as followeth : 



STATlSTICAL TABLE OF THE- SETTLEMENT OF 
V ALCARTIER. 
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Q. Does this afford a fair profpect of maintaining them by their labour! 
A. Yes. 
Q. What upon an average has been the amount of the advan- , c.es you have been obliged to make to them up to this feafon ? A. Upon an average about feven pounds. 
Q. Is the value of their work equal to that fum! 
A. Not at the prefent time; the latenefs of the feafon, joined to a difficulty of finding out where the lands were which they were to clear, retarded them; they were likewife employed in bu~lding a houfe, and they were obliged to cut the under brufhwood for the diftance of about two miles, to make a path to their work. 
Q. Do you think that an honeft and ind uftrious emigrant, obtaining a job of this nature, and a leafe upon fhares of the land cleared by him for a term of three years or more, would have a · fair profpect of fupporting his family, and becoming him{elf ultimately a landholder ? 
A. Yes. 
Q. I believe you are yourfelf an emigrant, and of what country? 
A. Yes, I am from Scotland. 
Q. How long have you been in this country, and how long have you been employed fince your arrival here ? 
A. I have been three years in this country in May laft. I came out as a hired farm fervam to John Neilfon, Efquire, of this City, and refided with him in that capacity from the time of my arrival to the month of September 1819. Mr. Neilfon, to oblige me, had previoufly fold to me at a moderate rate, a farm at Valcartier, upon which there was no clearing, of three arJ2>ents in front, upon thirty in depth, where I now refide. I fubfequently obtained from the Commiffioners of the J efuits' Eftates, in the month of November, 1819, in common with nine others, a lot of ground of three acres in front, by fomewhat more than thirty acres in depth, in the fifth conceffion. 

Q. Is this the fame fifth conceffion which is mentioned in the Statiftical Table which you laid before this Committee ? 
A. Yes. 
Q. What is the defcription of perfons who have fo fettled in the fifth conceffion, what is their country, and from whence has been derived their means of fubfiftence fince they have eftabli.!hed themfelves at Valcartier? 
A. All, but one Canadian, arc emigrants from Scotland and Ireland; five of them are lrifhmen, four of them Scotchmen: . they arrived here chiefly in the year 1818. 
Q. Have they all a fair profpect, by indufhy and honefty, to 
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become landholders, and to fupport their families with the pro
duce of their farms ? 

A. Yes. 
Q. Are there any ungranted lands in that Seigniory adjoining 

the actual fettlements, fufcepdble of cultivation; and if fo, how 
many lots? 

A. I have reafon to believe that there are five lots in the fifth 
conceffion, about ten lots, or perhaps more, in the rear of the 
lands granted to Doctor Blanchet, and four lots between the land 
ufed as woodlands and the land granted to Lewis Foy, Efquire. 

Q. Have you any knowledge or information of the lands lying 
on the other fide of the Jacques Cartier River, beyond the moun
tains by which that river is immediately skirted ? 

A. Yes. 
Q. What is the quality of the fame ? 
A. It is equai if not fuperior to the lands at Valcartier actually 

fettled. Indeed, generally, the foil on that iliore of the Jacques 
Cartier River is better than on this. 

Q. Is it watered by any and what ftreams ? 
A. The River aux Pins, which runs in a fouther1y direction, 

and empties itfelf, at a diftance of about five leagues, in the Lake 
Ontarietsi, which laft lake is about five leagues in length, and 
difcharges itfelf into the Jacques Cartier. 

Q. In what length of time does an able bodied emigrant ufually 
learn to chop wood and clear land, and build log houfes and 
barns? 

A. In about three months. 

Mr. Angus Brownfon, Timber Merchant, refiding at Three ... Ri
vers, appeared before your Committee, and anfwered as follows :

Q. Are you acquainted with the Country lymg beyond the fet
tled Country on the St. Maurice ? 

A. Yes, I am. 
Q. Is there any and what extent of cultivable ground within 

this tra<.t? What is the face of the Countrv, the nature of the 
Soil, the kinds and defcription of Timber, th~ Lakes and Rivers, 
and their courfes, the fize of the fame, and how far navigable .. 
within this traa, and what have been your means of information 
in thefe particulars ? 

A. In the month of Auguft, 1818, I was induced, by informa
tion of there being Red Pine Timber fit for His Majetl:y's Navy, 
to go about 40 leagues up the River Saint Maurice, being authori
zed by Meff'rs. P. ~atterfon ~ Co. who had a licen~c~ from the 
Commiffioners of H1s MaJefi:y s Navy. I found the T1mber an• 
fwer my expeCtations, confequently proceeded in cutting and f-iua-

e 
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ring and getting it down ; finding fome difficulty in getting up 
provifions, it induced me to cultivate in the month of June, 1819, 
a piece of land fufficient to fow twelve bu!hels of Oats, two bufh
els of barley, twenty bufhels of potatoes, half an acre of turnips, and 
two bufhels Timothy, which produced as well as could be expect· 
ed, confidering the fi:ate of the cultivation of the land, the Tim
ber being cleared from the land at a late feafon of the year. I 
cannot exacrly fi:ate what was the amount of the Crop, as I gave 
it to my Oxen and Horfes, without its either being thrafhed or 
meafured. I planted Potatoes the next year, from which I alfo 
had a good Crop. Mr. Archibald Fairfield, who was engaged in 
the fame bufinefs under the fame licence, alfo fowed forty bufhels 
of Oats, and thirty bufhels of Potatoes for two fucceffive years, 
from which he alfo had a handfome return. This [owing and 
planting was upon the Points and Hlands of the River Saint Man
rice, the uplands being high and rough, and not fo readily culti
vated at this place. Mr. Fairfield's fowing was partly twenty 
leagues and p-artly ten leagues below mine. He fowed as well on 
the high lands as on the low lands, the country not being fo rough. 
My fowing was made at about forty leagues from ThreewRivers. 
From the opportunity I had of exploring the lands on the Saint 
Maurice, I am of opinion that thefe lands are fufct'ptible of culti
vation from the Forges of Saint Maurice, for fifteen leagues on 
each fide of the River, and then the country becomes rough and 
mountainous. Above the above mentioned fifteen leagues, I fa,v 
many fpots fufceptible of cultivation, but thefe being too fmall, 
they would hardly admit of any confiderable fettlement. The 
firfi: fifteen leagues the Timber is Maple, Beech, Elm, Afh, But
ternut, Red Pine, White Pine, Spruce, Balfam, White and 
Black Birch. The Timber above this part of the River and on the 
more rough and mountainous parts, confifr on the mountains prin
cipally of White Birch and fmall Red Pine, on the more even 
parts of it the Timber is much the fame as on the first mentioned 
fifteen leagues. For the first fifteen leagues the foil is various. On 
the fmoothefi: and best part of the Country it is loam, with a fmall 
coat of black foil, and much the fame as in the Eafi:ern Town
fhips. The Hills are more rocky than the Lower Lands. Above 
thefe fifteen leagues the foil on the fmall cultivable fpots, is much 
the fame as below, but the mountains are rocky and hardly culti
vable. The courfe of the River is generally from north to fouth, 
inc.lining a little to the east, and it is navigable for five leagues 
from the Town of Three-Rivers to the Portage Gabelle. I do 
not recollect the length of the Portages, nor the height of the 
Falls, not having my memorandums with me, which I took when 
I travelled through that part of the country, thefe being at Three
Rivers, but I will fend them on my arrival. From the Portage 
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Gabelle, about one mile to Portage aux Gres is navigable, and from 
thence about a league and one half to Portage ~ltawinicran, is 
again navigable for Bateaux, from thence to au.c /I etres, ~league 
and a half from aux Il etres to Grand'Jlfere about four miles, from 
thence to Pettl- Pile about four miles, from thence to G'rand
Pi/e about a league. The Saint Maurice from Grand-Pile for 
twenty-fix leagut-s is navigable for Bateaux to the Portage of the 
Tuque, with a gentle current, with the exception of a few iinall 
Rapids. 

The River Saint Maurice is entirely navigable for Bateaux, with 
the exception of the above mentioned feven portages, of which to 
the best of my recollection th~ lhortest is about two acres, and the 
longest about nine acres. 

There are a number of fmall Lakes, from which there arHc fmall 
Riverc; and Brooks, which difcharge themfelves into the Saint 
Maurice, but which are not navigable. But there are fome larger 
Rivers which difcharge themfelves into the Saint Maurice, which 
are able to carry canoes ; the first is the River which falls into the 
Saint Maurice at the Portage of Shawinigan, the next is the Ri-' 
ver Jtfickinack, about nineteen leagues from Three-Rivers, on the 
east fide of the River, the next and largest one is the .Jiattouin, 
which is about one fourth of the fize of the Saint Mauric~, running 
from weft to eafi, and falling into the Saint Maurice about twenty 
three 1eagues above Three-Rivers, on the weft fide of the River ; 
this River is of confiderable length. The next River is the River 
aux Rats, where there are fome buildings belonging to the 
North-Weft Company, whtch are now deferted, about thirty· 
three leagues above Three-Rivers. Then comes la Riviere Crocl1e, 
about thirty-eight leagues from Three-Rivers, on the eaft fide of 
the Saint Maurice. 

Above the River aux Rats 'about ten acres, there is a small one 
nearly ac; big as the River au.r: Rats, which falls into the Saint 
Maurice. 

From the River JJ[altouin upward, mountains in many places 
come quite down to the lhore, and are rocky, and fome of them 
high. I can be pofitive in faying that the River Saint Maurice is 
navigable for about forty leagues, having afcended it myfelf in a 
Bateau that difi:ance. We alfo drove up twenty-eight oxen in the 
fummer on the banks, and on lhore. In the winter 1819, we 
had about fixty train loads of Provifions going up the River, all 
the wly on the ice, with the exception of the Portages, partly as 
far as twenty leagues, and partly as far as forty: leagues. I was in 
this part of the Country early in the spring and late in the fall, and 
I obferved that the froft was not earlier in the fall nor later in 
he fpring than at Three-Rivers, and in the winter there wa:3 lefs 

e 2 
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Snow in that part than at Three-Rivers. I have made thefe ob· 
fervations myfelf for two years. I have never been more than 
four miles back in the intlerior, leaving the Saint Maurice, but 
from the appearance of the Country on both fides of the River, for I 
fifteen leagues above Three-Rivers, I am of opinion that there is 
extent of land on both fides fo as to admit of !arge Settlements. 

I have been in rear of Berthier, and have afcended the Affomp
tion River, I alfo afcended the Champlain. 

Q. To the beft of your knowledge and judgment, do you think 
that there are any and what W afte Lands of the Crown fusceptible 
of cultivation, lying in the rear of Champlain, Cap de la Magde
leine, Three-Rivers, Pointe du Lac, Machiche, River du Loup, 
Maskinonge, St. Cuthbert and Berthier? 

A. My opinion is that, for forty-five miles from the Saint Law
rence, in the rear of the fettlements in the above mentioned pariih
es, the greater part is fufceptible of cultivation. This opinion 
i~ founded upon perfonal obfervation of the lands in the rear of 
Champlain, of the lands on the borders of Saint Maurice, and the 
lands in the rear of Berthier. 

Q. What are the Boundaries of the Seigniory of Le Cap de la 
Magdeleine, and what is its extent ? 

A. It is bounded in front by the Saint Lawrence, on the weft by 
the Saint Maurice, two leagues in front, and twenty in depth.
The Saint Maurice abounds with Fiih; we caught and took in 
Seines and with hooks, Bafs, Pike, Pickerel, Trout, the White 
Fiih, such as they take it in Lake Ontario, and which is not met 
with in the Saint Lawrence ; and there is likewife a fort of fiih 
called Ouatassa, the Engliih nor French name whereof, I do not 
know, weighing from one to two pounds, moft of these, r:articu
larly the pickt:rel, are of a fuperior quality and flavour. When 
the canoes fiopt in the evening, we found no difficulty in taking 
what fi{h we wanted for our fupper, whil(t th~ effects were taken 
out of the canoes, and fire was making by the men. There are 
Moofe-Deer, Beavr;>r, Otter and Rabbits in very great abundance, 
fo much fo, that we had no difficulty whatever to take fo many as 
we wanted for twenty men ; there (}re alfo fome Ducks; but not 
many. 

Q. To what extent do the aCl:uel Settlements in the Seigniory 
of Le Cap de la Magdeleine extend ? 

A. There is one Conceffion of forty arpents wholly fettled, 
and one of twenty arpents partly fettled; and five or fix houfes 
upon the Saint Maurice, below the Forges. 

Q. What part of the Seigniory of Cap de la Magdeleine do you 
think would be beft fituated for a new Settlement, and what ex
tent "Of ground would be found therein fufceptible of cultivation ? 
and are there any and what obftacles to be furmounttd to effea 
fuch fettlement ? 
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A. Not having explored the rear of the Cap de la Magdeleine, 
and having no means of judging of the extent of good land in it, 
except of what I faw on afcending the Saint Maurice, as ftated 
above, I cannot venture to offer the Committee any conjetl:urt! as 
to the extent of good land there; if upon enquiry, a Settlement 
was to be eff'ecred in the rear of the atl:ual Settlements in that Sei
gniory, I apprehend that the beft courfe would be to continue the 
road on the weftern fide of the Saint Maurice, which leads from 
Three-Rivers to the Forges, being a diftance of about three leagues, 
to continue that road to a point oppofite the place in the Seignio
ry of Cap de la Magdeleine, where the new Settlement was to be 
effetl:ed, and communicate therewith by means of a Ferry. By 
this means fettlements might be effetl:ed on both fides of the Saint 
Maurice, and one leading road, whereof three leagues are already 
made, would enable both Settlements to communicate with Three 
Rivers. 

Q. Is there any and what interval of ground not fufceptible of 
cultivf'ltion, between the Forges of Saint Maurice, and the cultiva
ble ground of which you have already fpoken? 

A. Yes, about a league. 
Q. Are there any and what number of Hlands, and of what 

extent, in that part of the River Saint Maurice which you have 
explored, and of what quality of land ? 

A. There are fourteen or more fmall Hlands from one to fifty 
acres in extent, about one half of thefe is good land and the lar
geft are better than the fmaller. 

Michel Prevost, Esquire, one of the Members of this House, gave 
the following information :-

Q. Where do you live ? 
A. [ have lived forty years in the village of Saint Jacques, situate 

in the re,ar of the village of L' Assomption, and four leagues north of the 
River Saint Lawrence. 

Q. Have you had occasion to examine the lands situate in the rear of 
the Seigniory of Saint Sulpice? 

A. Yes, for about three leagues. I do not know the name of the 
Township. No part of that Township is settled yet, with the exception 
of one English Family, which has been there since the Spring of 1820. 
At the end of those three leagues, there is a cha~n of Mountains, ~nd 
beyond those Mountains, are rich meadows, on wh~ch some persons with
out any right whatever, have mown upwards of s1x thousand bundles of 
Hay. These Meadows are upwards of three l_eagues. in extent •. T~ere 
are also two or three Lakes upon those mountams which abound m Fish. 

These lands which are very fit for cultivation extend upwards of siJC 
leagues. The kind of wood prod~ced there, iR hard woo~, Oak, Pine, 
and a great quantity of Maple. Ftfty thou~and pounds wetght ?f St~ga1· 
and u wards, are made there annually. A number of Saw Mtlls might 
be er~cted there at the _ot.tlet of those Lakes. There are good Roads 
open as far as the Township •• 
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Q. Would the youth of your parts desire to settle on those lands, and 
what prevents their so doing? . 

A. I believe many of them would settle ther(', because the whole Sei-
gniory is already settled. Some of them had settled there,. but having ; 
l>st their Settlements, by means of the persons who have ob tamed Grants 
from the Crown, the others in disgust have avoided doing the same thing. 
They are besides given to understa!1d that it is very difficult to obtain any, 
and that no survey has as yet taken place. 

Jacques Deligny, Esquire, one o( the Members of this House, gave 
your Committee the information following : 

Q. Where do you reside ? 
A. At the village of Berthier, in the Seigniory ofBerthier. 
Q. Do you know the Crown Lands, in the rear of that Seigniory? 
A; Yes, those called the Township of Rawdon and Kildal:e,-the latter 

especially. 
Q. What is the nature and quality of the soil in the Township of Kil .. 

dare. 
A. Most of the lands are susceptible of cultivation. There are some 

rock's. }~rom what I have heard from all those who have visited the spot, 
the soil is. a grey earth and clay, covered with black mould. Some other 
parts are yellow and sandy earth fit for Agriculture. The part of this 
Township granted to the late Mr. Vondenvelden, has been about ten years 
settled. The kind of wood in this Township is in great part hard wood. 
'I'he rest of the Township is in a state of nature, with the exception 
of some acres which are cultivated by the Inhabitants of the Parish of St. 
Paul, who had no title. This was chiefly in hollows or meadows. The 
reason why those Crown Lands are not as yet settled, is, that the inha
bitants do not know who to apply to for them, although they are in 
great want of them, and have already made repeated appltcations to the 
Government on this subject,. without success, To such a degree are ma
~y of the inht~bitants in want of lands, as even to have offered to purchase 
wood lands from the Seignior, but have been refused. To my knowledge 
many inhabitants who have applied to the Seignior of Sainte Elizabeth, 
for lands in that Seigniory, have not succeeded in obtaining a grant of 
them; tbc Seignior saying he could not at the time grant them. They 
lease to them, however, tracts covered with Maple (des Sucreries) at the 
1·ate of twelve pounds of sugar, for every hundred Maple Trees. 

The Township of Rawdon, is separated from that of Kildare, by the 
Seigniory of Ramesay. Mr. Antrobus has no title to that Township, al. 
though he is in possession of it, and leases extensive Maple tracts ( Su
creries) in that Township. The lands in that Township are very fit for 
cultivation, especially in the neighbourhood of the Lakes, which are in 
that Towuship. As yet, no part is. settled. 

Alexis Moussaux, Esquire, a Member of this House, gave the infor• 
mation following :-

That he knows the Townships of Kildare and Rawdon. Mr. Antra
bus is in possession of the latter, and lets tracts covered with Maple, ( Su
creries) but does not grant any land. The refusal of the Seigniors of 
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Bcn~ier to concede ~ands in the rear of their Seigniory, is the 
occasiOn of there not bewg any Roads for such inhabitants as might be in
duced to take lands in the Townships. The Seigniors refuse to concede 
all the good lands, as those which are covered with fine wood, &c. and 
only offer to grant those which are rocky and scarce fit for cultivation. 
If there are tracts of Maple, (des Sucrerieti) on those good lands, they 
lease them. 

Mr. Dumont, one of the Members o.f this House, appeared before 
your Committee, and stated as follows :-

It is impossible that lands as they are now granted, can suit the nati\·e 
French Canadians, for they cannot ever succeed in opening and cultivatin~ 
their lands. For instance, a Canadian who is proprietor of a Lot in a gf: 
ven Township, settles there. He makes a clearing. He wants a cleared 
interval, du Decouvert. He wants fences of separation. He wants water 
courses across several lots belonging to Government, the Protestant Cler
gy, or rich Proprietors. Is there a mora~ possibility of his procuring 
what is required of neighbourhood ? This is one of the chief obstaclei 
to the settling of the Townships. 

Mt. Philemon 'V right, of Hull, in the Province of Lower.Canadu, 
appeared before your Committee and gave the following information :-

I have resided in this Country twenty-three years. Previous to tesiding 
in this country, I resided in the Province of Massachusetts; I was indu
ced to come in this country, by the Proclamarion of General Clarke, 
which held forth the prospect of obtaining lands, to persons desirous of 
investing Capital in land, and under their form of Govemment. 

Q. D 1d you obtain a grant of any and what waste landi of the Crown, 
and at what time ? 

A. I was leader for a quarter of a Township~ Ten of us obtained a 
patent for twelve hundred acres each I surveyed the whole of the T<1WO
ship of Hull, wherein these lands were situated, bemg a Township ()f 
82429 acres. I got the order in Council, on the 22d March 1800, the 
I>atent was issued in 1806. 

Q. At what expense was this survey made ? 
A. I cannot speak to the exact amount of the expense, it could not be 

less thau [.700. The expenses were greatly increased by the remotenes:J 
of that Township from any other Settlement, being at a distance there
from of not less than 80 miles. This Survey contained the concession 
lines as well as the outlines, and I have not yet been reimbursed by the 
other Grantees of the other three fourths of this Township, for their pro
portion of this expense. 

Q. What portion of the land given to your associates, temained in 
their hands ? 

A. The agreement between me and my associates was that I should 
pay out of my own pocket, all the expenses of survey, of patent fees 
and travelling expenses, in consideration whereof, they were to assign to 
me, 1000 acres each, out of the 1200 assigned to them, which was ac .. 
cordingly done. 



Q. 'What is the number of acres of ground cleared, in your hands and 
in the hands of your sons ? 

A. About three thousand acres. 
Q. In 'what state have been and are now the Roads and Highways in 

the Township of Hull, how and in what manner have they been made, 
kept up and repaired ? 

A. When I first settled in the Township of Hull, there was not a sin ... 
gle Tree cut down. I have opened all the roads with some assistance, 
to make it possible for my people to pass and repass. One stone cause ... 
'Way in particular, cost me above one thousand pounds. The total of the 
amount of money, spent by me and some of my neighbours upon these 
roads, for the twenty years past, amounts to £2211 17s. 6d. besides 
[,955 expended by the Commissioners ofthe County of York, making a 
total of £3166 l7s. 6. and the roads in the front of the Township are 
now very good. 

Q. What is the extent of the Roads made in the said Township, with 
this money? 

A. About thirty miles. 
Q. Are there any and what obstacles to making roads in the new 

Townships? 
A. The Crown and Clergy Reserves, constitute one great obstacle to 

the improvement of the Internal Commu.nications of theTownship:f. The 
large tracts of Land, in the possession of proprietors absent from the Pro
vince, constitute another great obstacle. 

Q. 'Vhat is the state of Education in that Township ; what is the num. 
her of Schools and Scholars, and what is taught therein! 

A. There are three School Houses, and about 150 Scholar&, who are 
tanght Reading, Writing and Arithmetic. 

Q. What are these Schools maintained by? 
A. By voluntary subscriptions for ten years past. Twt:lve years ago 

there was a Schoolmaster sent to Hull by Government, but he only staid 
two years and then he left the Settlement. 

Q. How are the Roads from Hull to Montreal? 
A. The Communication from Hull to Montreal is bad, itnpraticabie 

for any horse or team. There has been, by the Commissioners for the 
County of York, a Road cut out of sixteen feet wide, for sixty-four 
miles to the head of Long Sault, and there has been seventy-one Bridgea 
built. There are four places where either ferries must be established, 
or large Bridges built, and the ravines or gullies filled up to enable T€:ams 
to pass. The remaining sixty miles to Montreal are passable. 

Q. Are the Lands through which the road from Hull to Long Sault 
passes in the hands of large or small proprietors ? 

A. Generally in the hands of large proprietors, absentees from the 
Province. 
. Q. Have you had any and what means of obtaining information of the 
quality of the soil on the north shore of the Ottawa? 

A. For the last twenty-three years, I have devoted much of my time 
to obtain this information, and I believe the soil to be very good for stock 
farms in particular, and any other uses. 

Q. Do you think that there is any considerable tract of ~ountry in the 
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teat' of the present settlements, fit for cultivation, on the north shore of 
the Ottawa? 

A. Yes, I consider it fit for settlements up the River Ottawa, for one 
hundred miles, even the whole of the north shore, from River du Loup 
about two hundred and fifty miles to Fort Coulanges. And I have been 
credibly informed that the Country to the Lake Temiscaming, which is 
said to be as large a Lake as Lake Champlain, is fertile, and wiJI make 
good Settlements in some future time. Mr. M'Kay sent down his Boats 
two years ago in the Spring, and got thirty-six bushels of potatoes, and 
planted them on Lake Temiscaming, he has since told me that they 
grew exceedingly well. He took likewise up some Peas and other seeds, 
which succeeded likewise well. He likewise purchased jn the Township 
of Hull, a Bull, some Cows and Calves for the use of his l''arm on that 
Lake. The distance of this Lake from Montreal is about four hundred 
miles to the north.west. I was likewise applied to about two years ago, 
by a Mr. Fisher, on the Lake Sable, about ninety miles to the north of 
the Grand river, up the river aux LietJrtsJ for a Bull, a Cow, and a Hei
fer Calf, and he drove them from the Township of Hull to the Lake Sa
ble. I am since informed that he is doing extremely well. 

Q. Could a Road be carried from the Township of Hull to any anci 
what point of the River Saint Maurice, or to any and what point of th,! 
Rivers emptying themselves into the Saint Lawrence, between the Em
bouchures of the Ottawa and the St. Maurice ? 

A. I am of opinion, and have been so for a number of years past, that 
a Road might be made from the Township of Hull to the Saint Maurice 
or River du Loup; but I have no personal knowledge of that tract of 
Country, and if a Road should be opened, and a tier of Townships or 
Seigniories laid upon this Road, it would be of great benefit. 

Q. What is the number and names of the Rivers lymg in and between 
Hull and the mouth of the Ottawa, distinguishing those which fall in 
the northern side and those which fall in the southern side ? What is 
the size of those Rivers. are they navigable to any and what distance, 
for any and what description of vessels, what is the general exposure and 
climate of the Country, so far as has come to your know]edge ? 

A. The River Rideau falling into the Ottawa from the south, betwixt 
the Townships of Nepean and Glocester; it is navigable only for Canoes., 
and winds through about ten Townships, coming a distance of sixty or 
seventy miles ; there is a large number of Lakes at its source. The Ri
ver Gatineau falling into the Ottawa from the north, betwixt the Town• 
ships of Hull and Templeton; it is navigable for Steam-Eoats and other 
small vessels for about six miles, theu it beeomes rapid for about fifteen 
miles, and it turns two mills. The width of this River is from ten to 
twenty chains ; it comes a distance of three hundred miles from the north 
west, it has a communication with the Black River with Batteaux and 
Canoes for almost the whole distance. The River Blanche falJing into 
the Ottawa, in the lower part of the Township of Templeton, from the 
north. it is about two chaina wide and navigable for Batteaux in the 
Spring of the year, ab?ut fifteen .miles, tbe.n it beco~es rapid, its length 
is about one hundred mrles. The rrverau~ L•e'llru falls m the Ottawa from 

f 



the north, in the Township of Buckingham, is about ten chains wije, jj 
navigable for Steam-Boats or Vessels nearly two miles, then it becomes 
rapid for about foor miles, then it is navigabl~ for 'Ba~teaux ~he distance 
of thirty miles in very smooth water. About nmety tmles up lS the Lake 
Sable. I do not know the size of this Lake but it 1s large and navigable; 
and a great fishing Lake. There is the Settlement of Mr. Fisher on 
this Lake. This River. is still navigab1e at the head of the Lake to 
a grea:t distance to some other Lakd. The River Blanche, falling 
into the Otta\'Va on the north in the Township of Lochaber, is about 
two chains wide, navigable for Batteaux, five or six ~iles, in the S{Jting 
only. The River Petite Nation, falling into the Ottawa on the north; 
in the Seigniory of the Honourable L. J. Papineau, is about three chams 
wide, and navigable for Batteaux five miles nearly the whole year. There 
are mills on this River; five miles up above this distance the river is rough 
and rapid; and tomes from a mimher of Lakes about one hundred miles 
in the interior. The River Petite Nation falling into the Ottawa on the 
south; in the • ownship of Plantagenet, and is navigable for Bat
teatix for six miles. There are· some Mills at that distance. This 
R~ver is navigable for Batteaux in the Spring for forty miles from these 
Mills. The Big Salmon River, falling into the Ottawa, north, in the 
Seignior)~ of the Honourable L. J. Papineau, is about two chains wide, 
navigable for Batteaux in. the Sp'ring only,_ and I suppose it comes· a dis
tance of about fifty miles. The small Salmon River, falling into the 
Ottawa on the north, in the same Seigniory, is about two chains wide; 
and only navigable for Canoes for a small distance. f suppose it comes 
a .distance of about forty miles. The River Rouge, falling into the 
Ottawa on the north in the· Township of Grenville, about four chains 
wide; not navigable ; it com·es a distance of about forty or fifty miles 
from some Lakes. The River Catlemant, falling into the Township of 
Grenvilte, about one ebain wide, is very rapid, and not navigable but a 
small distance ; fine Falls for Mills ; and the Quarries are said to be of 

· Marble ; comes a d~stance of al>out forty miles. The River cal-
led North River, falling into the Ottawa on the north, in the Sei
gniory of Argenteuil, ahont three chains wide, navigable for Batteaux, 
about three miles, and afterwards for Canoes with the exception of some 
Rapids. There are Mills in divers· piaces on this River; its length is 
about one hundred miles,. coming from Lakes. The River Duchene; 
falling into the Ottawa on the north, in the SeigFliory of River Duchene, 
about ,one tham wide, not nav1gable ; but there are several Milh on this
River. The River 1' Assomptton, falling into the Ottawa on the north,. 
in the Seigniory of St. Sulpice, about two chains wide, uavigable for 
Batteaux a good way up, but I am nut able to state the distance, I be .. 
lieve Rafts of Planks c.ome down that Riv~r about twenty miles in the 
Spring. It comes a great distance out of the Country, but 1 do not know 
that distance. Each of these .. Rivers is well stocked with Fish. The 
Country generally on the Bank~t of these Rivers is fertile, but some are 
subject to overflow in the Spring. Its having ai1 exposure to the south 
causes the climate to be more mild, and one can generally plough one 
week sooner on the north shore than on the south, owing to this exposi
tion. There is only one ndge of land running a distance of about three 
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hundred miles from Quebec to the Township of Eardley, which in some 
places is quite rocky, but the land behind is considered fertile but 
hilly. 

Q. What would be the length of Road connecting the Lower Cana
dian Settlements from River du Loup and Masquinonge to Hull, in as 
straight a line as the nature of the Country would admit ? 

A. I should think about one hundred and sixty miles. 
Q. What is the expense of cleanng and fencing an acre of wild land, . 

and what is the usual produce of an a~re of wild land, and in what con
sists the process of cleanng ? 

A. fhe expense of clearing an ~ere of land is £3, the produce is from 
200 to 400 bu~hels of Potatoes per acre, or 25 bushds of oats, or 25 
bushels of wheat, or 30 bushels Indian Corn, or 200 bushels Turmps. 
The process of clearing consists in three things, first, cutting dow1 he 
under brush, which is worth 7s.-6d. secondly, chopping dow the 
wood in rows two Ro<is wide, worth '25s. thirdly, Firing, Burnmg and 
~randing fit for the Harrow, worth 27s-6d. then the work is done, 

Q. What would be the expense of puttmg in the Crop per acre? 
A. The common price is ten shillings. 
Q. Do not the poorer sort of settlers find themselves occasionally con

strained to adopt a more imperfect mode of clearing, and what is that 
mode? · 

A. Yes, they first cut the brush and small trees, leaving the large trees · 
standing, which shade the land, so that they do not get more than half a 
crop. 



- ---, 
~ --......_ 

'-. 
~· 

TOTAL OF A STATISTIC ACCOUNT TAKEN FO'R THE YEAR 1820. 
TOWNSHIP OF HULL. 

] I · 1 ~ ~ 
8 

.u 11 
= I ~ = . ~ .s ~ . . ~ ~· -~ ~ ~ .. Cll' rr::s • ~-o"'~o 3:: E"' •· o- c.c: o ... "'"' <~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ !1 8 ~ ~ so 1 ~ §'o ~ 5 8 ~ ~ B ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ § o g ; Q • Q.) ~ ~ QJ cu s... tl) ~ QJ V1 • ~~- """ \\1 ~ 3 b.O 0 1fo u ~ ~ 0 ~ pq ~ ~ ~ <.-;; (11 ~ 0 . pq P-1 ~ .0 ~ ~ .... c::l (.) ~ Q:l l .~ ~ 0 -~ ::: .n o 'o o · o o ' · o 1· e ~ o · ~ 12 • • -: ""4 ·5 o .o .:· : 'o rr::s ~ · -g :::t= 5 o :::· ,;, ~ g.. ~ !1. ~ ~ ;t; ·5 rr::s .g rr::s rr::s .g rr::s .g .g <~~ "G .g .g ~ .g .g .g ,;, o F::! gJ fa I ~ (g gJ s ~ a I ~~ >,... .. t'3~"'t:S •••••••• >..... . ..... o ...... ~ .~ 1 ~>< o ~ ~ ~ o ::s ~ !1 o o o o ~ I o o o e o o o o o o o o :::: 

1
-s .~ oH 1 5 .s ~ j e .9 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ 0 u Plo4 i r.n· r1'.l ~ pq r.n < ~ ~ Q. ~ ...... I~ ~ ~ P-1 -a Q ~ Q ~ ~ ~ ~ :s 00 ~ < I~ < r.. pq ~ ~ --------------~---~--,------,------~---------Belonging to the I I I I I I I I ~~:;;'~~ &~o:,:} 161Ill1771207 291 •• 288 45 5 Y"'!5 16, 901 62 ao•y• 1351 y865r80117052135 &101··+·5001ll0i ·I I • 8'"Y""'Y"12120\ ·1: r5 -1-1--------------1-------------Bt~~:~r~~~ •h•} n•H •nl•.. ••[5181217 1 62595:2551 871 rsoj558 +· n~ +··+5•h•n4 •nj7 .. 1ooo751•7•: 11• l"'+oo7:1os•\ .. H~~., 

TOT AL. 285H 4181505 -::-:r:::: :::: r:r:1:: 1: -:1~:::::::::1::r::= ::r~l~ ~:1457:::: ... 1 1:::\,·· 

D 

Heads of Families, - - - - 79 :Births d_uring tlie peri?d of 20} 185 .n Labouring Men, - - - - - 283 years m the Township, ..s- r: f.o<h Children under 20 years, - - - 228 Ditto, now absent, 68 Value of Property, ·- s:: s Women, - - . - - - - 113 -- ~~ :.0 

J 

] "' -- Total Births, 253 "0 .s::: 0 Total population,. 705 ~2 s:: H -- ...... -- Total number ofHorn'd Cattle} 
1£12100 0 0 

Peaths under Ten Years of Age,. 10· belonging to P. Wright and 589 Clearing Land; 9-580 0 0 21680 0 0 JJitto, ~ accident, - - - - 5 Sons, MillS, 4400 0 0 300 0 0 4700 0 0 Ditto, rown People, - - - - 10 Ditto ditto Horses, 29 Distilleries 3000 0 0 -- -- School Houses, 100 0 0 150 0 0 250 0 0 Total of Deaths within the Pe-} 418 Stone Houses, 2000 0 0 riod of 20 years in the Town- 23 Framed Dwelling do. 4450 0 0 3000 0 0 7450 0 0 ship of Hull, Total number of Domestic Cat-} Block ditto~ 750 0 0 2250 0 0 3000 0 0 
tie belonging, to P. Wright 795 Framed Barns, 4000 0 0 4400 0 0 8400 0 0 
and Sons, Block ditto, ~ 00 0 0 650 0 0 850 0 0 

Ditto belonging to the Inhabi- } 2174 
£3looo<>71 

-tants of the whole Township, 20050 0 51330 0 0 
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Mr. John Burrows of the Township of '"epean, in the Province of Upper .. 
Canada, Land Surveyor, appeared before your Committee, and answered 
as follows :-

Q .. What parts of this Province, have you had occasion to explore or 
examme? 

A. l have passed through the Townships of Chatham, Buckingham, 
Templeton, Hull, Hardley, and Onslow, and I have been rather parti
cularin my observations. I have observed the lands on both banks of the 
Ottawa, without examining them however particularly. 

Q. Would you state what you have observed respecting the particular 
face of the country. The number, size and sources of the Rivers which 
fall into the Ottawa. Their several distances from each other. The 
Lakes. which may have fallen under your obaervation. The quality of 
the Timber. The depth and nature of the soil, and the &usceptibility for 
the cultivation of the country generally l 

A. ~peaking of the face of the country in a general sense, it is very 
susceptible of making grazing farms, In the Township of Grenville, 
there are three Rivers of note, viz: the River Rouge, the River Calumet, 
and another considerable River whose name I do not know. In Buck .. 
ingham there is a considerable one called the River aux Li'evres, and se
veral small Lakes. In the Township ofTempleton, the River Blanche, and 
a number of small Rivers. In Hull a large River called Gatineau, and also 
&mall Rivers Eardley is well watered with small Lakes, but there are 
no considerable Rivers. In Onslow there are no concsiderable Rivers, 
but it is well watered with small Lakes. All the rivers of which I have 
now spoken fall into the River Ottawa. The River Rouge is navigable 
for Indian Canoes, which go trading into the back country, as are also the 
rivers aux Lievres and Gatineau. This last River is about fifteen miles from 
river aux Lie-vres, and river aux Lie'fJre.t is abopt forty-five miles from river 
Rouge. The River Gatineau in Hull is indeed navigable for Steam.Boats, 
or the heaviest Batteaux, for five miles from the Ottawa. It is about 
half a mile wide, and the Indians navigate it for a distance of about three 
hundred miles. Its local situation is such that it falls in at the greatest 
extent of navigation for heavy vessels for one hundred and twenty miles 
above Montreal, and it is just oppos1re the Falls of Rideau on the south 
shore of the Ottawa. Between the western part of Hull and the eastern 
part of Eardley, there is a beautiful chain of Lakes extending about ten 
miles. The other Townships are particularly well watered with small 
Rivers and Lakes, and of an excellent quality for grazing. All kinds of 
timber are in abundance in these Townships; but the pr~dominant quali~ 
ty is Maple, Bass-Wood and Pine. From the head of the Long Sault 
to the Falls of the Chaudiere, the soil is generally a fine deep meadow 
soil within the distance of about a mile ~nd a half of the Ottawa; but 
the' back lands are of an eneven surface, and of various qualities of 
soil. But with very small. exceptions, the whole is as I have already 
said well adapted for Grazmg Farms. 

Q. What is the population and extent of cilultivated grounds within 
those Townships, to the best of your knowledge . 

A. In the Townships of Grenville, Buckingham and Templeton, I 
do not believe there are more than ten absolute Settlen. In the Town. 
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1hip fJf Hull. there may be about one hundred and twenty. In that of Eardley, three settlers. In Onslow there is only one In the extent of ninety miles on the north side of the River Ottawa, there is only the Banks of one Townshi-p, which is that of Hull. in cultivation, and that f extent is about seven thousand acres! In all the other Townsh1ps there is not more than three hundred acres in all, in a state of cultivation. The rest is still a perfect wilderuess. 
Q. To what cause do you attnbute these excellent lands remaining 

waste? • 
A. I should think from tbe Banks of the Ottawa to the extent of about :five miles, being granted to individuals who have within the la~t twenty year been in posse5sion of them, but have shown no disposition of ~ettling them, nor of permitting any persons to do so, except at a price of from four to six dollars per acre. Another cause also, is that the proprietor& 6f part of those lands cannot be discovered. I could mention also that for want of finding out who the Proprietor of an extent of about one thousand acres in the Township of Bucking am, is, it has been impossible to erect a ferry across the river aux Lie'Vres, and a number of cattle have been lost in consequence thereof, crossing the mouth of that River. The great expense wh1ch has been laid out by the Commissioners for the County of Yorkt in making a Road from the head of the Long Sault to the Lake of the Chats, is in some measure rendered useless for the present, by reason of not bein6 able to establish this Ferry. The back lands of the said Towmhips are yet waste, ungranted, and not surveyed, with the exception of that of H~ll. 

Captain Fougere appeared before your Committee. 
Q. Do you :know the Magdalen lflands? 
A. Yes, I know them. 
Q. f1:ow many of them are there to the beft of your knowledge ? A. F1ve. 
Q. What is their extent? 
Aw .Brion Hland may be fixty or feventy arpents fquare. The two Btrd Iflands may be four fquare arpents each in extent. Entree liland may be nearly one hundred fquare arpents in extent. L'Ifle Royale, on which there are fettlements, is seventeen leagues in length. In fo·me place~ it is about three miles wide, in other places 

only an arpent. Its breadth is very unequal. Thefe Hlands pro ... duce abfolutely nothing; even Potatoes generally fail there. 
Q. What was the number of Inhabitants on thofe Hlands when you first knew them ! . 
A, About fourteen or £fteen. 
Q. What was the number of Inhabitants on thofe Hiands when Sit lfaac Coffin took po:ffeffion of them ? /. A. There were about eighty families. 
Q. Whence came the firft inhabitants of thofe If1ands ? 
A. They wer<> Acadians or Canadians. 
Q. How many are there at prefent on thofe Hlands ? 
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A. One hundred and thirty-three families. 
Q. Of what Country ? 
A. All Canadians and Acadians. 
Q Hmv do thefe people earn their living? 
A. By the Cod Fishery and purfuit of the Sea Cow? but the 

latter ceafed about seventeen years ago, and no longer exifrs. Q. How did Sir Ifaac Coffin gain poifeffion of thof~ Hlands ? 
A. I have heard that thofe Iflands were given to Sir lfaac Cof

fin for his meritorious fervices as a Briti!h Admiral. 
Q. Did Sir lfaac know or was he ignorant that thofe Ifiands 

were fettled ? 
A. He knew it. 
Q. Do you know whether Sir Ifaac has caufed to be paid ot 

has enaCted Rents from Perfons who we·re fo in poifeffion of lands 
in the faid Iflands ? 

A. He caufed each person, or every perfon in poffeffion of 
a fishing ground, to pay fix dollars a year for the ground from the 
moment of his taking poifeilion. He then leafed the Hhnd~ to 
one Mr. Irvine of Halifax for the term of five years; at the ex
piration of which Sir Ifaac aftP.r a Law Suit with Mr. Irvine, de
manded of the inhabitants the rent for five years, but moft of the 
inhabitants confi:antly refufed to pay the rent exacted, and the mat
ter is in litigation at the prefent moment. 

Q. Are the inhabitants of thofe Hlands fatisfied with the con
duct of Sir Ifaac Coffin? 

A. They complain of it. They have often demanded of him, 
and once more efpecially in my prefence, that they would pu~ 
them in poifeffion of their Fishing grounds. but he has confi:antiy 
refufed to grant thofe lands to them, faying they belonged to him, 
and that he demanded the above mentioned rent of fix dollars. 
The inhabitants very often fuffer great inconvcni..-nce from the 
Shipwrecks which frequently happen on thofe Iflands, being each 
family fometimes obliged to fi1pport three or four perfons who 
would perish without fuch fuccour Whereby thofe poor inhabi
tants are very often expofed to want prov1fions for themfelves by 
reafon of their remotenefs from the lfiand of Saint John, or other 
places whence provifions can be had, befides that for fix or feven 
months in the winter the communication with every other part of 
the world is entirely cut off. 

Q. Is the Fishery confiderable at prefent ? 
A. The Fishery has greatly dit!linished for fifteen or fixteen 

years, and is at preser:t les than it was form~rly by one t.hird. 
Captain Fougere w1sht:s to add that the mh:lbitants, .mfiead of being difcouraged by annual rents, ought rather to rect-tve encou

ragement to remain there, and that ftores ought to be efi:ablished 
there becaufe of the Shipwrecks which annually take place there 
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that the Hlands produce abfolutely nothing; arid that he has h!m .. 
felf for ten years past or thereabouts, brought off thofe I_flands 
about a hundred shipwrecked perfons every year, who wuhout 
the aid of the inhabitants would have perished. 

Mr. Claude F. Grenier appeared before your Committee. 
Q. Do you know the Magdalen Hlands ? 
A. Yes, I know them, I lived there from 1791 to 1812. 
Q. How many of them are inhabitable ? 
A. Five of them are inhabitable, but fome of them are not fo. 
0. Do thofe Iflands produce any thing? 
A. They only produce a few potatoes, and thofe in favourable 

Seafons only. 
Q. What was the number of inhabitants on thofe Iflands 

when you firft went there? 
A. Thirteen heads of Families. 
Q. What was the number of Families when Sir Ifaac Coffin 

took poifeffi.o~ of them ? . 
A. Sir Ifaac Coffin took poifeffion of them in 17981 and there 

were then a hundred families in thofe lflands ? 
Q. Whence came the earliest inhabitants of thofe Hlands? 
A. They wt:re Acadians. 
Q. How do thofe inhabitants earn their living. 
A. By the Cod Fishery, and in the Spring fome of them go in 

purfuit of Seals. Formerly the Sea Cow abounded, but that has 
been over for 25 years. 

Q. How did Sir Ifaac Coffin gain poifeffion of those lflands ? 
A. By grant. I have seen the instrument myfelf, which was ex .. 

ecuted I believe by Lord Dorchester in the year 1798. 
Q. Did Sir Ifaac know thofe Iflands were fettled ? 
A, He knew it, for before he took pofseffion he fent Agents 

thither to afcertain the matter. 
Q. Do you know whether Sir Ifaac has cau{ed to be paid or 

has exacted rents from perfons who were in pofseffion of lands on 
the faid Iflands after he obtained poffeffion of them ? 

• A. Yes, he has demanded fix dollars or two hundred weight of 
Cod Fifh from every head of a Family annually, from the moment 
of his taking poifeffion . Some of them have paid, but others be
ing too poor, have been unable to pay, and he has threatened t6 
profecute them, but has not hitherto done fo. The inhabitants 
of thefe Iflands have demanded that poffeffion of their Fi!hing 
ground, and other ground be given them, which he has always re
fufed. The inhabitants of thofe lflands are very poor, being 
obliged to fubfist wholly by Fishing, the foil producing nothing 
in many places, not even potatoes. There are ufually two Ship
wrecks every year, more or lefs, and the perfons fhipwrecked are 
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nt the mercy of the inhabitants, who, although poor, share their 
flnall frock of provifions with thofe unhappy perfons. To my 
knowledge almoft every inhabitant has had as many as two or 
three fhipwrecked perfons to fupport for fix months and fame
times longer, there being no intercourfe with the rest of the world 
during the winter months. I think thefe people ought rather 
to be encouraged, than difcouraged as they are by the impofition 
of Rents, in confideration of the great fervices which they render, 
as without their affiftance almoft all the shipwrecked perfons who 
are caft upon thofe Isles would peri!h. It would be neceffary to 
efiabli:fh Stores of Provifions to have recourfe to in cafe of need, 
as the Islands produce abfolutely nothing. 

Andre Tfonhahiffan, fecond Chief of the Lorette Indians, a • 
peared before your Committee, and made anfwer as follows to 
the queftions put to him. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the lands on the further fide of 
the River Jacques Cartier, north·eaft of the Seigniory of Fau C
fembault? Of what quality are they? 

A. Yes, I know thofe lands. They are fufceptible of cultiva .. 
tion as far as the River aux Pins, and even for fome diftance along 
that River. A Conceffion might be made on each fide of that 
River. 

Q. Where does the River aux Pins rife, and what is its direc-
tion? 

A. It flows ont of Lake Cutiatendi, in a foutherly courfe until 
it empties itfelf in Lake Ontarietfi, which has an outlet leJding 
into the River Jacques Cartier. 

Q. What is the breadth of the River aux Pins ? 
A. It's mean breadth is one perch or thereabouts. 
Q. You hunt in thofe parts. What is your Game, and how 

long does your hunting feafon last ? 
A We hunt as far as the fources of the Rivers Ste. Anne anJ 

Batifcan. We take Beaver, Otter, Martin, yet thofe animals 
are lefs numerous than formerly. Our Hunting Seafon begins 
about the Twenty.fifth of March, and towards the end of May 
we return. Some Hunters begin about Michaelmas and return 
when the Rivers are frozen. 

Q. What kinds of Timber are there on the grounds you fo hunt 

upon? 
A. Black Spruce and Fir. The only Trees there having broa.d 

\'eaves are the White Birch and Service Tree. The Country 1s 

very mountainous. 
Q What Lakes are there in thofe parts ? 
A: A great number, large and fmall. They contain Trout and 

?Yhite-Fish. g 



Q. What Rivers are there ? . 
A. The River that is met first is the River Sainte Anne, the next is the Batiscan, and their feveral branches. . Q. Are there any Ravine~, and how do you crofs them ? . A. There are feveral. When they are not two wide we crofs them on a tree which we fell for the purpofe, when they are too wide to be paffed in that manner, we ufe fmall rafts. 
Q. Of what (1uality are ~he lands in. the Seigniory of Saint Ga .. briel, on the further fide of ~he River ~acques Car tier? 
A. The lands on the further fide of the River Jacques Cartier, within the Seigniory of Saint Gabriel are mountainous. Some Settlements might neverthelefs be mad~ in the neighbourhood of Lake Tsonnontouan, where there is good hard wood. 
Q. Would it be practicable to make a road through the gorges of Monrit Tfonnontouan to the River aux Pins ? 
A. Yes, a Road might be made there, but it would be necefsary to remove a la-rge quantity of Stone. 
Q. Where do the Rivers J acques Cartier, Ste. Anne and Ba

t1scan rife ? 
A. The River Jacques Cartier runs out of a Lake in rear of the little River of Malbaie. The River Sainte Anne rifes in rear of Beauport, and fo dees the River Batifcail.-

( c. ) 
RESOLVES OF THE COUNCIL·. 

That the progrefs of population and fettlement in this Province under the Government of France, whatever the caufe or caufes of it was flow, the cultivated parts eve'n in the central Diftricts of Quebec, Three ... Rivers and Montreal, being to this day confined to the banks of the Se. Lawrence and the mouths of the navigable Streams ~hat fall into it. 
That the Royal Patents, Grants or Conceffions of the lands,. were either in Seigniory or in Roture; the latter confifting ot Town•Lots, Farm-s or fmalf tracts, aud the Seigniories, larger traf.l:s of various dimenfions, many of which are in the rear, or at a few leagues from the convenience of water carriage, frill iri 

For eft. 
That the French King's territorial revenue arofe from Quints or 

alienation fines of one fifth ~f the .confideration money payable by the purch.afer of t~e lands held in Seigniory ; and of Lods et Ventes of one· twelfth on the fale of lands held in roture ; the· lands in roture ordinarily paying alfo Cens et Remes, the Cens 
being one Sol, or an English halfpennyfor a front of one acre or 
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180 French feet, and the Rente, another Sol for every acre of 
the Conceffion, with a bushel of Wheat for every forty acres, 
or two fat Capons of the value of twenty fols. 

That the French Crown did not exaCt its whole dues, but re• 
mitted a third both of the Quint and Lods et V cmes. 

That the Seigniories were parcelled out into Farms, and thefe 
conveyed by the Seigniors under like charges of Cens et Rentes, 
and fubjecr to Lods et Ventes, except where a large parcel had 
been granted in arriere Fief; on the fubfequent transfers whereof 
~ Quint became due to the Seignior without Cens et Rentes. 

That all the grantets as well of the Crown as of the Seigniors, 
had permanent Eftates, under an habendum to them, their Heir,, 
and Affigns . 

That according to the Receiver-General's accounts, the Terri .. 
torial Revenue for the thirteen years from 1st May 1"" 7 5, to the 
1st May J 788, (comprehending arrears,) was in actual receipt at 
the Treafury, not equal to Ten Thoufand pounds fierling. 

The Lods et V entes being but £1351 9 5! 
The Quints, 3148 1 4i 
The Balance of Royal Rents from all the King's 

own Seigniories~ Sorel e~cepted, 4554 7 5-f 

From Soret, 
£9053 18 3{ 

216 19 11 

£9270 18 2~ 

Which together with certain Duties of Cuftoms fixed by Act 
of Parliament, is by the Royal grace given to the Province to
wards the fupport of its Government. 

That in exploring the CClufes of the tq.rdy progreffion of the po· 
pulation of the Colony under the Government of France, there 
feems to be little or no ground for afcribing it to the non-compli
ance of the Seigniors with the conditions for cultivation expreffed 
in their Patents or Grants ; the infiances of profecutions for ta
king an advantage of thafe conditions, and returning their Sei
gniories to the Royal Doma_in, being rare, ~nd, the Seigniorial 
Cenfitaires fo much more numerous than the Kmg s, that the for
mer, or the inhabitants of the Seigniories, at all times did, and do 
now conftitute the main body of the Landholders of the Country. 

Ti1at the Feudal Syfiem, if that was amongst the caufes of the 
non-fettlement and proportionable debility of the French Colony, 

g 2 



operating to a difcouragement of the Royal Grants, as well as the 
Grants of the Subjecr, there can be no ground for holding the 
Grantees to a rigorous performance of the conditions of their 
Grants. 

That it was among the main caufes of that low condition in 
which Canada was ,found at the British Conquest, is deducible 
from the probability that many thoufands of Families had found 
their account in emigrating from the exuberant population of the 
Kingdom of France, if the Government had given their lands 
here upon eafy terms, and efpecially in the fertile Regions and 
moderate climates, on the Banks of the Rivers and Lakes in the 
fouth and fouth-weft. 

That the difcouragement of that fyftem to the fettlement of the 
old French Grants, muft in future greatly increafe ; the popula
tion depending now upon the introducrion of Britiih fubjects, 
who are known to be all ~verfe to any but Engliih Tenures; and 
the Canadian Seigniors of courfe be left without a hope of mul
tiplying their Cenfitaires, except from the predilection of the def
cendams of the French Planters, to ufages no longer prompt
ed by intereft, nor recommended by example. 

That the grant of the W aile Lands of the Crown in free and 
common foccage, is effential to the growth, ftrength, defence and 
fafety of the Province. 

That unlefs the old French Seigniories can be fettled upon 
terms as advantageous to the Hufbandman as the lands of the 
Crown, their land market mufi: be at a ftand, to the detriment of 
the Proprietors, until the cultivation of the wafte lands of the 
Crown is damped by their remotenefs from all water carriage, and 
the conveniences and benefits of commerce. 

That with the advantage of a vicinity to the Navigable waters, 
and a conver.fion of the tenures, the Seigniories will probably be 
the ·first to be fully cultivated, and with an increafe of profit to 
the proprietors, under that ample dominion which they will then 
enjoy over their lands, for fettling them upon fuch terms as them
felves may concert, to form a populous tenantry, and lay a founda
tion in property for that perpetuity of their names and families, 
which a wife and well balanced Government will be inclined to 
encourage and fupport. 

That the King's Roturier Tenants cannot fail to wiih for a con
veri1on and difcharge from the Cens, Rentes, and Lods et V entes, 
and all the other feudal burthens conneCl::ed with the Tenure under 
which they now hold. 

That the motives of intereft will naturally make it the de
fire alfo of every Seigniorial Cen.fitaire, to ftand upon the fame 
free foundation of exemption with the other landhQlders of the 
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Colony ; but as this commutation for a difcharge of the rents and 
dues to the Landlords, muft neceffarily depend upon private con
ventions between them and their Tenants, and involving confide
rations, out of the contemplation of any but the parties reciprocal
ly interefred, their cafes cannot be the objects of fpecial and 
particular Legiflative provifion ; perhaps the fureft means of fe
curing to the Tenant a fair compact, will be to hold the Lord to 
his dues to the Crown, until he has difcharged his Tenants from 
the feudal incumbrances in his own favour. 

That the Prerogative is competent to put the wafte I~ands of 
the Crown under a Soccage Tenure. But the Legiflative interpofi
tion is neceffary to make that Tenure univerfal. 

That if this is to be the work, not of Parliament, but of the 
Colony Legiflature, the Royal infiructions given for the greater 
fecurity of the property of the fubjeCl:, will require an Act with 
a probationary or fufpending claufe, until His ~lajefi:y's approba
tion can be obtained. 

That an abfolute and univerfal Commutation of the ancient 
Tenures, though for the better, would be a meafure of doubtful 
policy ; but that no fubfiantial objeCl:ion occurs againft giving fuch 
individuals that benefit as defire it ; and efpecially to filch of the 
Seigniors whofe Tenants or Cenfitaires iliall conceive it to be for 
their own, as well as for the intereft and benefit of their Land
lords ; and may therefore fignify their consent to the change. 

That the ends may be accompliilied by a Law with claufes to 
the following tenor or import :-

Be it enaCl:ed &c. 
That if any person or perfons holding Lands in the Province of 

Quebec in Fief and Seigniory immediately of the Crown, and ha· 
ving authority to alienate the fame, iliall at any time after the 
commencement of this AB:, furrender the fame into the hands of 
His Majefiy, his Heirs or Succeffors, by Petition to the Governor 
or Commander in Chief of the faid Province for the time being, 
fetting forth that he, ilie or they, is, or are defirous of holding 
the fame in Free and Common Soccage, fuch Governor or Com
mander in Chief for the time being, Jhall caufe a fre!h grant to be 
made to fuch perfon or perfons of fuch lands to be holden in Free 
and Common Soccage. And every fuch change of Tenure iliall 
work the abfolute extinguii11ment of all mutation fines, burthens 
and incumbrances within the tract fo furrendered and regranted, 
to which the fame or any part thereof would or might have been 
liable under the laws and cufioms concerning lands held in Fief 
and Seigniory, or in any other manner than in Free and Common 
Soccage. 

Provided neverthelefs, and be it alfo enaCted, that fuch furren-
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der and re-grant fuall not avoid or bar any right to any fuch lands fo furrendered, or any interefi in the same, to which any other than the perfon or pe-dons furrendering the fame, :fhall have been entitled either in po:ffeffion, remainder or reverfion, or otherwife ~ ) but that every fuch right and title shall be as valid as if filch fur-render and re·grant had never been made. 

And provided alfo, and be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, as to al\ fuch Lands as are held of the Crown in Roture in the faid Province, the fame shall be deemed and adjudged to be held in Free and Common Soccage, from the time it shall pleafe His Majefty, by any inftrument to be iff'ued under the Great Seal of the hid Province, to declare the difcharge of all Cen:s et Rentes and Mutation fines due to the Crown thereon. 
An~ provided alfo, and be it further enacted, that nothing i~ this Act contained iliall be of force until His Majefiy ihall have :6gnified his. Royal Aifent to or allowance of the- fame. And to provide for the cafe when it may happen, that the Seignior may be defirous of the converfion of the Tenure of t~e Seigniory and fome of the Vaifal$ or Cenfitaires of it, difinclined to the change ; 
Be it alfo enacted by the fame author-ity, that in every fuch cafe the Petition fm~ a Surrender, as well as the Patent for the re·grant ther.eof, shall exprefs and defcribe with competent certainty, the fituation and real contents of the Lands and Eftates of all that are fo difinclined to a change of Tenure : and tho(e parcels, shall be excepted out of the faid re-grant, and remain in all refpects as if fach re-grant had never been made. But that from and after fuch re-grant, one fifth part of all fuch Lods et Ventes or Mutation Fines, to accrue on the alienation of such excepted parcels, shall be paid by the Proprietor or Proprietors Cif the Seigniory, for the ufe of His Majefiy, his heirs, or fuc~ c:effors ; and shall and may be fecured by proper claufes and pro .. vifoes, to be exprdfed in fuch Patent of re-grant. 

DISSENT. 
Mr. Mabane's reafons of diffent from the Refo!utions and Mo. tion of the Chief J uftice adopted by the Committee. 
Becaufe the Refolurions moved for do not appear to apply to the object of the reference. 
Becaufe it appears that the flow progrefs of population and fett1ement under the Government of France, cannot be afcribed to any inherent vice in the feveral Tenures under which Lands are held in the Colony, that it aroie from the difficulties which the :firft fettlers found in contending with the fierce and Savage Nations which furrounded them, from their frequent wars with the 
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~ritish Colonies, iu'ld _above a1J, from their repeated expedition~ 
m the upper countries and towarll the Ohio, in which the ambi .. 
tious policy of France had forced them to engage. 

Becaufe it appears evident from the rapid and almoll: unexam• 
pled progrefs of population in the Province (from its own refour
ces) being from 65,000 fouls in the year 1766, to about 120,000 
in 1784, and who are now chiefly employed in Agriculture, that 
the prefent Tenures are not inimical to population and fettlement 
of the Coiony~ 

Becaufe the King's Rights in the ancient Tenures of the 
country being exprefsly referved in the Act of the 14th of the 
King, and by .His IVlajefty's gracious bounty appropriated to de
fray the expenfes of Civil Government, ought not to be relin
quifhed or facriticed \vithout an equivalent compenf~tion. 

Bet.aufe however unproductive the Territorial Revenue may 
have hitherto been from the indulgence or fupinenefs of Govern
inent, no judgment can be formed from the fi.tms actually cot
lectcd, of the Revenue that may hereafter arife therefrom, \Vhich 
rhuft increafe in proportion to the Population and Commerce of 
the Province. 

Becaufe the predilection of the native inhabitants of the Pro .. 
vince to their ancient Tt>nures arid laws, ought not to be interfe
red with unlefs by their owh confent, and on the ftrongeft ami 
clearefi: grounds of public utility. 

Becaufe the alterations propofed by the Refolutions or any other 
converfion of Tenure tending to give the Seignior a more abio• 
lute and unconditional poifeilion of the Fief would not only be a 
facrifice of the King's Rights; but would defeat the wife intenti .. 
ons and beneficent efFects of the Arrets of 1711 and 1732, and 
the declaration of 1743, by which the Seignior is obliged to 
r;rant to fuch perfons as will apply for them for the purpoie of 
improvement, Lands in Conceffion fubject only to the acc:u11:omed 
and ftipulated Rents and Jues, and upon his non-compliance the 
Governor is authorized on the part of the Crown and for the be
nefit thereof, to the exclufion of the Seignior for ever, to con .. 
cede or grant the Lands fo applied for By the fame law the 
Seigniors are forbid under pain of nullity and a reunion to the 
Crown of the Land ~ttempted to be fold, to fell any part of their 
unimproved Lands or en bois debout, difpofitions of Jaw· highly 
favourable to the improvement of the Colony, and which fecure to 
the Children of the Cenfitaires or others the- means of fettlement 
and of employing their induitry in cultivation on fixed and mode
rate terms, whereas if the converfion of the Seigniories into Free 
and Common Soccage fhould take place, the children of the pre
fent inhabitants of the Country and all othe-Ps defirous to fettle 
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thereon would be left entirely fubjeCl: to the arbitrary exaCtions ot 
the Seigniors to their infinite prejudice and the manifest detriment 
of the country's improvement. 

Becaufe it appears that the fervices or burthens to which the Cen
fitaires under conceffions from Seigniors are fubjeCl:, are few, 
clearly underftood and afcertained and are by no means onerous or 
oppreffi ve. 

J. WILLIAMS, C. L. C. 

( D- ) 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

FRIDAY, 4th Mar~h, 1791. 
Mr. Chancellor Pitt moved, " That His Majesty's Message £oncerning 

" the new constitution for Qllebec might be read."' 
It was read accordingly. 

GEORGE R. 
His Majesty thinks it proper to atquaint the House of Commons that 

it appears to His Majesty, that it would be for the benefit of His Ma_. 
j esty's subjects in his Province of Quebec, that the same should be divi. 
ded into two separate Provinces, to be called the Provioee of Upper-Ca
nada and the Province of Lower Canada ; and that it is a~cordingly His 
Majesty's intention so to divide the same, whenever His Majesty r,hall be 
enabled by Act of Parliament to establish the necessary regulations for 
the government of the said Provinces. His Majesty therefore recom
mends this object to the consideration of this House. 

His Majesty also recommends to this House to consider of su€h provi
sions as may be necessary to enable His Majesty to make a permanent ap~ 
propriation oflands in the said Provinces, for the :!upport and maintenance 

of a Protestant Clergy within the same in proportion to such lands as have 
been already granted within the same by His Majesty; and it is His Ma
jesty's desire that such provision may be made, with respect to all future 
grants of land within the said Provinnce respectively, as may best con. 

duce to the same object, in ptoportion to such increase as may happen in 
the population and cultivation of the said Provinces ; and forthis pur
pose His Majesty consents that such provisions or regulations may 
be made by this House respecting all future grants of land to be 
made by His Majesty within the said Provinces, as this House shall think 

fit. G. R . 
.. Mr. Chancellor Pitt then moved, cc that the act of the 14th of His 

" Majesty respecting the said Province be read," and the title being 

read pro forma, he observed that the purport of his motion was to repeal 
part of the above act, and to introduce new regt.lations for the future 

government of the said Province. Feeling the importance of the subject, 
he shouJd have been desirous of stating fully to the House the grounds and 

the principles on which he meant to proceed in forming a constitution for , 
a valuable appendage to the British dominions, which, he trusted would 

contribute to its future prosperity ; but as it was not likely that any op-
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positi~n would arise against bringing in a Bill for this purpose, and as ex
planatiOn would come with more propriety when the Bill was before the 
House, he should state only in a few words the outlines of the plan, un
less questions were asked or explanations demanded in the first instance. 
The Bill which he meant to propose was founded, in the first place, on 
the recommendation contained in Ilis Majesty's Message to divide the 
Province into two governments. This division it is hoped would put an 
end to the competition between the old French inhabitants and the new 
settlers from Britain or British Colonies, wbich had occasioned the dis
putes and uncertainty respecting law, and other disputes of less impor
tance, by which the Province had been so long distracted. This division 
ir was hoped, could be made in such a manner as to give each a great ma
jority in their own particular part, although it could not be expected to 
draw a line of complete separation. Any inconveniences to be appte
hended from ancient Canadians being included into one, or British Set
tlers in the other, would be cured by the establishment of a locallegi::>la
ture in each. 

It was for this purpose that he should first propose, in imitation of the 
constitution of the mother country, a Council and House of Assembly 
for each, the Assembly to be constituted in the usual manner, and the 
Members of the Council to be Members for life; reserving power to IIis 
Majesty to annex to certain honours an hereditary right of sitting in the 
Council. All laws and ordinances of the Provill'::e were to remain in 
force, till altered by this new Legislature. They would consequently re. 
tain as much of the laws of England as they now had or chose to keep, 
and they would possess the means of introducing as much more a~ they 
might think convenient. The Habeas Corpus Act was already law br 
an ordinance of the Province, and this invaluable right was to be conti
nued as a fundamental principle of the constitution. 

These were the most important points, but there were others to which 
the attention of the House was called by His l\1ajesty's Message. It was 
meant to make provision for a Prote5tant Clergy in both divisions, by an 
allotment of lands in proportion to that already granted ; and as in one 
of them the majority of the inhabitants would be catholics, it was meant 
to provide that it shall not be lawful for his Majesty in future to assent 
to grants of land for this purpose, under the sanction of the Council and 
Assembly of either division, \\ithout first submitting them to the British 
Parliament . . The teuures which had been the subject of dispute, were to be 
settled in Lower-CanaJa, by the local legislature ; in U pper-Canada the 
settlers being chiefly British, or British Colomsts, the tenures were to 
be soccage tenures ; and, in order to prevent any such dispute as had 
been the cause of separating the thirteen States from the mother country, 
it was provided that the British Parliament should impose no taxes but 
such as were necessary for the regulation of trade and commerce ; and to 
guard against the abuse o! this power, suc~l.t~xes were to be levi~d ~nd 
to be disposed by the .Legtslature of each diVIsiO~· As the con~t~tutton 
which he had thus bnefly opened, could not be m a state of actlVlty for 
some time, His Majesty was to be empowered to make temporary regula
tions to be in force for six months after the e tablishment of the new 
Constitution. h 



62 

Mr. Fox declared it impossible to express an entire approbation or a 
disapprobation of a Bill which the House had not yet st:en ; but he did 
not hesitate to say, that if a local Legislature was liberally formed, that 
circumstance would incline him much to overlook defects in the other re
gulations, because he was couvinced that the only means of retaining dis
tant Colonies with advantage, was to enable them tG govern themselves. 

ORDERED, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to repeal certain 
provisions of the Act of the 14th of His Majesty, respecting the Go
vernment of Canada, and to make other provisions, &c. 

( E. ) 
OBSERVATIONS 

On the Report refpecting a change in the Tenures of this 
Province. 
The Order of Reference of the 25th Auguft 1790, requires a 

Committee of the whole Council, to make an exact report of the 
advantages or difadvantages of the tenures in free and common foe
cage, and of the present tenurec.; of the Province of different de
nominations ; taking into confideration the intereft of the public 
as well as of individuals. The Committee in this Report are char
ged to pay attention to the nature and effects of divers Clauses in
ferted in the Stat. 12 of Charles 2d, Chap. 24th. They are, at the 
fame time, enjoined to give the Honourable Charles De Lanau
di~re the liberty of being heard on the Petition for changing the 
tenure of his Efiates into that of Free and Common Soccage. 
Finally, the Committee are authorized to requeft the opinion of 
the Attorney and Solicitor-General, if they fhall think it necefrary. 

The wifdom of the Right Honourable Guy Lord Dorchefter, 
manifefts itfelf in this order ; it difcovers zeal for the public good, 
as well as for the interefi:s of individuais; it deferves the praiie 
and gratitude of all. 

The Honourable Members of the Council received the anfwers 
of the Solicitor-General, dated 5th October, 1790, to questions 
that had been propofed to him. We do not learn from the ex
tract of the proceedings, that the Honourable Charles De Lanau
diere has been heard on his requeft ; but we read his replies to fe
veral of the queftions propofed to the So:.icitor-General. 

What diftinguishes the English from all other people, is their 
advantage of living under a Government that joins to the real de
fire of procuring the good of its fubject-;, a generous invitation to 
all to communicate their reflections tending to this object. This 
happinefs, this advantage is ours. The order of Hi$ Excellency, 
for printing the proceedings of the Committee, and the permiffion 
of making them public, is a fure guarantee of it to us. Hie; Ex
cellency therefore wishes to give to tenants of every denomination, 
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the means of reflecting on the propofed change; and to their re .. 
prefentations, if they have any to make, a liberty of accefs not 
inferior to the tenures he offers 

If in thefe obfervations any thing offenfi ve should appear, I pro
teft that it is not in my intention ; and that the sphere of my in
telligence has been too confim:d to perceive it. I love my Coun
trymen, I love the public good, and thank heaven for the advan
tages of the Government with which we are favoured 

In the Report of the Solicitor-General are found very judicious 
detailc;, and a love of truth and of juftice that merits the applaufe 
and acknowledgements of every good Patriot. The Trans!ation 
not being very exact, (a) recourfe muft be had to the Englifu. 
Two things however muft be remarked, 1st. page 15, the fervi
tude of brmnali:e is not a confequence of the fiction of the feudal te
nures. In effect, of300 ,_ uftoms digefted in France, all under the 
Feudal fyftem, there are fcarcely 30 that admit tht" bannahte. See 
Dictionnaire de Droit de Ferriere, verbo brmnalite. It Js not even a 
Seigniorial right, fays Brodeau on the uftom, Art. 7 L This ar
ticle itfelffays it clearly in the following terms, "No Seignior can 
" conftrain his Vaffals to go to the oven or mill that he may pre
" tend to be bannal, unlef..: he has a valid title.'' 

This fervitude takes place in the Province, in virtue of an Ar· 
ret of the Council of State, of the 4th June 1686, paffed at V er
failles, and regiftered at Quebec by Arret of the Superior Coun
cil of the 2Sd October of the famt" year ; and again further in 
virtue of the claufe inferted in all the contracts of Conceflion. 
Wherefore this right of bannalite has nothing to do with the na
ture of the prefent tenures. 2d. page J 8, It is not pofiible that 
the prefent fyftem of tenures can be a bar to the fettlement of 
lands not yet granted, becaufe this kind of tenure is much lefs 
burthenfome than the Soccage, fuch as it is in England. This 
will by and by be £hewn 

The replies of the Honourable Charles De Lanaudiere, Esqr. 
do not appear by much to be either fo juft or true. 

In the anfwer to the fourth and fifth queftions, he p1aces among 
the number of burthens the retrait feodal and lignager which are 
the advantages of the Conceffions in fief. He renders all poifes
sions of fiefs and arriere-fiefs by whatever title, liable to Military 
Service ; but it will be shewn that Ecclefiafiics and Citizens of a 

(a) This Translation, every where, where there is a~y question o~ L?~s _et ~ente_s, 
makes use of the odious term Amende, though the Engtsh word " Fmes s1gnJlics m 
that case debeurs d' argent ou finance. 

In page 16, line :J, there is a phrase without any meaning, because the English words 
of litle moment are rendered by the French words co1nme seulement pour w~ moment, 
(as only for a moment) instead of regarderont cette exem)Jtio" comme d'unejletite inl• 
Jlortcmce. 

h2 
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number of Cities are exempted from it. He punishes with for .. 
feiture or confifcation the illegal dismemberment of a Fief, whilft 
the cuftom inflicts no punishment for fuch dismemberment; it on-
ly looks upon the fale as not being made with refpect to the Sei- .J 
gnior paramount. (b) In fine he agreeably affects our ears with 
the term of restrain le which belongs only to Chiromancy. (c)' 
With refpect to Juftice, he says, by the Ordinance of Rouf .. 
fiHon in 1563, Art. 27, it is enacted" That the Hauts Jufticiers 
" shall be · purely fubject to the jurifdiction of the Parliaments, 
'' and according to the ancient ordinance, shall be condemned 
" in 60 Livres Pari:fis for the erroneous judgment of their Judges." 

In the first place there is no Ordinance of Rouffillon of 1 563, 
nor do we know of any Ordinance at all of Rouffillon with fo ma• 
ny as 27 Articles; but we find an Edict of Paris, of the month 
of January 1563, compofed of 39 Articles, of which the 27th 
speaking of the Hauts J u:fticiers, fays " The Hauts J ufticiers fub
" ject purely to the juri5diCl:ion of our Parliaments, shall be con
" demned according to the ancient Ordinance, in 60 Li vres Pa
" rifis, for the erroneous judgment of their Judges," by which it 
is eafily feen that this article 2 7, is the fame that the Honourable 
Member cites as Article 27th of the Ordinance of Ro uffillon, in 
156 3, which probably never exifted. · 

There is a pretty senfible difference between this expreffion of 
the Ordinance, " the Hauts J ufiiciers fubject purely to th e juris
" diction of our Parliaments shall be condemned," and thi5 other 
of the Honourable, h the Hauts J ufticiers shall be purely fu bject 
to the Jurisdiction of our Parliaments, and shall be conemne d," 
which is abfolutely false, because there are Hauts Jufticiers who be
long fimply to the jurisdiction of Baillis or Royal Prevots, who were 
condemned to only 60 Sols Parifis for erroneous judgment. Bacquet 
Droit de J uftice, Chap. 17. But it is no longer the Hauts J ufti
ciers who pay the fine for erroneous Judgment, it is the parties 
appealing in the fuit. Conference des Ordonnances, livre 7, t'ltre 
4, paragraphe 4, note 3. Thus, in the four last lines of page 22, 
there is an anachronifm, a false citation, a wrong interpretation 
and an alteration of the text. 

On the Page 23. Since when has lVIil~tary Service been a charge 
inherent in and infeparable from every fpecies of Fief? If the au
thor would be pleafed to give fome proofs of this, he would oblige 
his readers, he would even furprize them. 

Read Ferriere, titre des Fiefs, page 58, Edition of 171:-4. Bac· 
quct, traite des francs fiefs, Chap. 10, No. s, the Recueil des or-

· (h) Article 51 of the Custom. _ · . 
(c) The art of divining, by Inspecting the lines of the band, whtch, doubtless, has .a 

great deal to do with the Feudal Sy~tem. · 
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donnances de Rebuffe, rubrique dec; Fiefs et arricre-Fiefs; and it 
will be feen that the Citizens of a number of Cities are exempted. 

The Ordinance of Franci:s 1st, which is not of 740, but of 
th.e 19th M:1rch 1540, at Blois, made the rule of Military Service, 
wlth refpect to the revenues of the Fiefs, but for that time. 

The 't·eglement of Louis XIII, of the 30th July, 1635, Article 
8, exacts a revenue of 1000 livres, to furnish a light Horfe, which 
was exacted by that of Franc;is 1st, for a revenue of 300 or 400 
livres. See Ferriere, titre des fiefs, page 60. The Honourable Mem
ber has cited this rc:~lernent ; would it have been any greater trou
ble for him to have given its terms? Finally, the Kings of France 
no longer exact this succour, fince they have ftanding Armies. 
Dictionnaire dt- Droit, verbo ban. 

If in reporting the convocation of the Ban. &c. by Louis 
XIV, of the 11th Augufi 1674, the Noble Ecu.ver had not omit
ted a part of the phrafe, the fense would not have been chan
ged in the manner that it appears to be. The following are the 
terms of that Patent: " fo all Noble Ecuyer~, VafSals, and 
" others holding Fiefs and arriere-Fiefs, fubject to our ban and 
" arriere-ban, all excufes being fet afide, &c." It is there f<::en · 
that His Majefty exacts from all thofe who are subject to the ban, 
not from all who have Fiefs, as the Honourable Ecuyer infinuates, 
by fuppreffiing the words, " fubject to our ban and arriere-ban;' 
an omifiion that fuppofes no great fuccefs in feeking the truth. 

" The Ecclefiafiics are to contribute a year's Revenue of their 
Fiefs, or fuch other contribution as His Majefty shall settle," con
tinues our author: though Ferriere, Dictionnaire de droit, verbo 
ban, fays on the contrary, " all kinds of perfons are fubject to this 
" tax; only the Ecclefiaftics are exempted," and a little lower, 
" but this obligation was confined to the laics, in favour of 
" Churchmen, under the Pontificate of Pope Zachariah, at the 
" {olicitation of his Legate Boniface." 

Towards the end of his replies the Honourable Councillor feems 
quite to lofe fight of the Cuftom of Paris, 1st. The term of depi6 
drawn from fome other cufiom, fuch as of Anjou or of Maine, is 
abfolutely unknown to this. 2d. It has never impofed on the Ce~
fitaires the fame obligations as on Vaifals. 3d. It does not admit 
in the bait a cens either :fidelity, acknowledgment, or retrait li· 
gnagcr, as confequences of t.he. nat~re of ~he faid bc~il: 4.th, It ac
knowledges neither contrad1ct10n, mgrautude, or mJunous Lan
guage, &c. of the Cenfitaire. 5th, In it the Roturier Inheritance 
cannot become forfeit. As to the examples of appearing bare
headed in Court during its fitting, if true, they ha Ye never been 
legal or uni verfal. They are not known in Canada, nor is it pos
sible they can ever be introduced here while th~ prefent tenures 

re preferved. 
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Such are the reflections that naturally prefent themfelves, on 
the anfwers of the Honourab~e 'harles De Lanaudiere, Efquire, 
without their caufing the least forgetfqlnefs of the reipe~t due to 
his perfon and character J 

Of all the Le-giilators wli.o have preceded the prefent age, those 
h:1ve been the wifeft who have come neareft to an eftablishment of 
equality among the fubjects. The wifest of all, becaufe he had 
the fpirit of God, whom we adore, was Mofes. He divided the 
]ands amongft the Hebrews, with fo much juftice and equality 
that the {inalleft complaint was never heard. But it would have 
been little to have eftahlished this equality had he not ufed the 
means of maintaining it. To iucceed, he rendered thefe lands, 
by their nature, inalienable, and with fo much wifdom. that this 
inalienability conftantly fupported itfelf againft the efforts of ava
rice, which generally overturns all things. 

In such mauner that if any one had alienated his est<~te in a time of ca
!amity, he, or his heirs if he had any, recovered hi:> property the year of 
the .Jubilee. Thus every fif y years, the ~ncient distribution was re-es
tablished~ in full right. He did more, he provided in such manner for 
the hberty of individuals, that if any one had trafficked away a part of 
his p~operty, he recovered it at that epoch. Thus lost Members were 
restored to their Country ; who in re-entering into the possession of their 
lands, recovered the title of citizens, and found themselves in a condition 
to fulfil the function~ of a citizen. Hence among them were never known 
those seditious demands of new Registers, or new Partitions, so com
mon in Greece, any more than those Agrarian Laws so often asked by 
the Romans. 

If it was at present a question of a new establishment, of giving a form 
to a new people, a more excellent model could not be proposed. But 
the present question is only of procuring advantages to a people already 
established ; of correcting faults in the culture of a delicate plant, and 
not of r· pting it up. lt 1s a tree of which the trunk must be preserved 
and provision made for extending its roots. 

It is a tree that may be pruned, but care must be taken not to destroy 
it, under a pretext of giving more vigour to the roots already formed, by 
depriving tbem of the means of spreading and dividing themselves into 
11ew branches by removing the surrouuding earth. This is what must ne· 
cessan!y happen if the present tenures be abolished and the Soccage sub
stituted in their place, withont obviating two principal inconveniences ; 
the future oppression of the husbandman, and the ruin of the present 
Seigniors. 

In fact if the rights of Lods et Ventes and of Bannalite be re
trenched without a compensation weighed in the balance of Justice, it 
(d) will b.e lopping off the head of this tree to give more vigour to the 

(d) The suppression of Bannal Mills, it is to be feared, might be prejudicial to indi. 
viduals; for if a toll be not fixed for grinding, he, whose mill might be most advantage
ously situated, would have it in his power to avail hil!lself of this advantage, to vex those 
who might be obliged to have recourse to him, in the too frequent unhappy case 'Of an 
universal dry season. 
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roots. 1•he eigniors must perish whilst the present race of lmsbandmen 
would reap the advantage. But on the other hand, if the future Sei
gniors be permitted to sell their lands uncleared, and to g ant leases on 
such conditionst and <'harged with such services as they please, it will be 
taking away from individuals the means of procuring lands for their 
children ; whence the future husbandman \Vould be exposed to oppres
sion. Thus the head of the tree being lopped off, the root would be 
seen sensibly to wither and the tree \Vould perish Thus to a happy and 
truly free people, would succeed a people of slaves and wretches ; a peo
ple without hope of procuring themselves a decent support, and conse
quently without any certain means of educating their children, by conse
quence, without morals and void of probity. 

This has not escaped the vigilant attention of the Right Honourable 
Lord Dorchester, in the order of reference. His views are to establish 
in the Province, the kind of Tenures the best calculated to insure the 
pr0gress or Agnculture, to render the people happy, to attract new set
tlers and procure a numerous population. Views truly wise, and worthy 
the Representative of a great King. Such is the object of the reference. 

To attain this end His Excellency wishes the Socc1ge to be considered 
conformable to the clauses inserted in the Statute XII, Charles IT, Chap. 
24, that t:he advantages and disadvantages of this tenure, may be 
compared with the advantages and disadvantages of the present tenures ; 
and in case a change should appear tb be advantageous, the mode to be 
chosen of doing it, without prejudice to the rights of individuals and the 
general interests of the Country is shewn Such 1s the certain route mar
ked out by His Excellency, in following which we cannot tun any risk 
of error. 

The Stat. 12th Charles II, Chap 24, retained the tenures in soccage, 
frank almoigne, petit serjeanty, the h,morary s~rv1ces of Grand Serjcanty, 
and the Copyhold, or Tenures by Copy of Court Roll. This may be 
seen in Blackstone, Chao. 1, of the modern tenures. 

The Soccage in its m~st ample signification (says this respectable au. 
thor) seems to denote a tenure by any certatn and determinate service. 
It is of two species: the Free Soccage of which the services are ho
norable; and the Villein Soccage, of which the ~ervices though certam 
are of a ba~e nature. Such as hold by Honourable services are called 
liberi sokenutnni, free sokrmen, Freeholders, accordmg to Glanv11, &c. 

The grand Critenon, the touchstone by which to d1stingu1sh this kind 
of tenure, is by its services being certain and determinate ; such, in par
ticular are the petit srrjeauty, tenure in burgage, or the manner in 
wh1ch boroughs and towns hold of their Lords, and gavelkind. This 
is confirmed by what he says a l1ttle higher, that the Military Services, 
(as escuag e itself) while they remained uncertain were equivalent to 
Knight Service ; and that the instant they were rendered certain, they 
changed both their nature and name, and wete cailed Soccage From 
whence he concludes, it i~ the determination of the services that gives th~ 
name to this tenure. 

Nothing, adds he, better proves a gre2.t liberality, a great privilege than 
the certainty of the nature of the Services, which frees the tenant from the 
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()bligation of obeying without delay the Caprice uf a Seignior, wl10 called on him when he pleased, as in the Knight service. For which reason Brit ton who describes the tenures in soccage, under the name of fraunke ferme, says, that they consist in lands, of which the nature of the services, being of chivalry, has been changed by feoffment, for certain and determined annual services, among which were reckoned neither homage, ward, marriage or relief. 

Blackstone afterwards proves that the tenure in soccage is not less of Feudal origin than the chivalry tenure ; and that by ten instances of comparison, which are too long to insert here; it suffices to say a few words enpassant, on two of these instances. 
At the fourth he says that the tenure in Soccage was of common right, subject to aids to the Lord, when his son was knighted, when he married his eldest daughter, &c. which aids were fixed by the Statute of Westminster 1 eh. 36, at 20s. for every J€20 per annum. These aids which were originally mere benevolences, were afterwards exacted as matter of Right. The Stat. 12 of Charles II. abolished them. For what reason is easily seen. These aids in the first instance, were only benevo-. lences; they were raised by vexation into absolute rights; the Seigniors became oppressors. 
But it was not so with respect to the relief, which was paid by the heir at the death of his ancestor. and which was a year's revenue of the estate held in soccage, wht:ther considerable or not. This relief, which Bracton does not look upon as a real relief, but simply as qutedam prtestatio loco rele'Vii in recognitionem domini, was retrenched by the Statute of Edward Ist, Chap. I st, which declares that the free Sokeman shall pay no relief, but after the death of his ancestor shall pay double the usual rent. 

The Statute 12th Charles II, reserves this relief; and on lands in Fee Simple, holden by a rent, the relief is still due on the death of the tenant. 
It would be too long to recite the tenures in villenage simple and privileged ; the different modes of possessing them and their different services ; what they have in common with free soccage, and in what they differ. It suffices to remark that the Statute 12th Charles II. Chap• 24, Sect. 7, has reserved the tenure by Copy of Court Rolls, with all the services rlependant thereon; and, consequently arbitrary rights, at the will of the Lord, are yet acknowledged in England. It is true that the Courts of Justice have confined these rights within moderate bounds, to prevent their absorbing the inherit~nce ; in so much that except under particular circumstances, never more than two years revenue of an estate are allowed in case of succession or alienation. (e). 
Such are the Tenures that have prevailed in England, since the Statute 12th Charles I I . It is clearly seen that the Free Soccage, if it does not properly admit a relief, admits at least of a compensation. 
The Villein Soccage admits the rights of heriot, in lieu of the relief, 

(e) Notwithstanding the modifications so wisely established against oppression, can any one dissemble that these services are very onerous. ~n our present tcnures1 are there any that can be put in comparison with these? 



rJ/Ied 

ss of 
tom
ordi 

e 
h 

69 

to be_ pai~ after the de~th ~f the tenant, by his_ heir. It admits the rights 
of. altenatton, even arbttran_ly, (at least by fiction,) and according to the 
wtll of the Lord ; though m one sense, they become certain, because the 
Courts, in their judgments, will not suffer them to exceed two years re• 
venue on the lands they thus held. 

Our roturier tenures according to the custom of Paris, do not admit of 
relief in any case, and the alienation fines called lads et ventes, can never 
extend, to two years revenue (f). These are the tenures I am about 
to shew, according to the custom of Paris, with the tenure in fief in capite 
or immediately from the King, and the tenure in arriere fief. • 

All the tenures of Canada are conformable to the Custom of Paris, and 
are divided into noble and roturier. 

The noble tenures are all subject to the rights ofjranrfiefs and noutt•eaux 
acquets, when they fall into the hands of roturiers or in mc:in-morte; that 
is a fine which these roturiers or holders in main-morte, becoming posses
sors of noble estates, are obliged to pay to the King, when he shall be 
pleased to order a declaration of it. (g) 

These noble tenu~es are either francs aleu~ or Fiefs subject to services, 
or rede'7Jancu ; or Fiefs infranll almoign. The only object at present, 
being to obviate the odium meant to be thrown on our tenure~, it suffices 
to mention the Fiefs held by services aud.redevances. 

The F1efs are held either immediately or mediately of the King. The 
immediate Vassal of the King, owes him 1st. Fealty and homage, with 
the a'lJeu et denombrement . 2d. In case of sale or other act equivalent to 
a sale, the new possessor owes the quint (h). 3d In case of succe~sion, 
in the collateral line only, the heir owes the relief (i). 4th. In those ac 
co1ding to the Vtxin le Fra'lfois, which are ·but few, the relief is due on 
e~ery mutation, but never any quint. 5th. The Military Service in virtue 
of the ban, if the Tenant be not privileged (k). 

The medtate Vassal of the King, owes to the Seignior of whom he 
immediately holds, all the above dues, except the Military Service, which 
is r1ever due but to the King. 

Such are the burthens of common right. There are some others very 
reasonable and of great advantage to the Public good, imposed by clau
ses in the Concessions, cited in the Report of the Solicitor General, as 
well as in the replies of the Honourable Charles De Lanaudiere (l). 

(f) They are but a twelfth part of the amount of the purchase money. (g) The King orders this declaration nearly every forty years, according to Ferriere, ve1·6o franc :fief; this charge may be looked upon as uncertain ; its rate being according to the prudence of the officers appomted for this purpose, from a state of the revenues 
arisi~g from the possessions. 

(h) Thefifth part of the purchase money. 
( i) It is a year's revenue of the said F1ef, or a sum fixed by award, or by off' er of the Heir, at the option of the Seignior. This right can be paid but once in a year, however numerous such mutations may be in that period. 
(k) This duty has never been required in this Country. 

a(!) They are to give notice of what mines may be found in the said Fiefs, torese~e ok trees propew for building ves cls, and to furnish the necessary ground for erectmg .Fort$ on. 
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I say nothing of la Justice, 1st. because it is fallen into disuse, or 
useless since the conquest, particularly by the Quebec Act. 2d. Be
cause it would create confusion in the present administration ofjustice. 
Sd. Because it is not mherent in the feudal tenure. Fief et Justice rz'ont 
rien de commun (m). 

If from all these rights be excepted the right ofjranc-jief, and of nou• 
cveaux acquits, it may be said, that these noble tenures, have no dues re
pugnant to the Soccage, because, in this case, they have none but what 
are certain. 

I may venture to say, they are neither onerous to the Tenants, nor u~
easy tot he Government. And as the Statute 12th Charles IT. by the 
Sect. 6, of Chap. 24, reserves all these rights, except for estates held 
immediately of the King in capite, I may add that they have nothing con
trary to this Statute, except what may regard the rights owing to the 
King. 'Vhat will be said of the rotures will shew that these first tenures 
are not oppressive for the Censitaires. 

A juster idea cannot be given of the roturier tenures, considered with 
respect to their nature, than by using the proper terms of Ferriere, in 
his Dictionnaire de droit, his words are, <l.Jerbo roture : 

" Roture is an inheritance held en cen.rive, different from fiefs, which 
" are inheritances held nobly. Fealty and homage, the denombremmt, 
" relief, quint, main-mi.re, retrait feodal, forfeiture, have no place in 
" rotures." 

" Inheritances held in roture owe but two principal rights; the an
" nual Cens and the Lods et Ventes, which are dne from the new proprie
" tor to the Seignior ceflsier in virtue of sale or other conveyance equiva
~' lent to a Sale." 

" To these two rights must be added the Fines for non-payment of 
" the Cen.r, or for failure of notifying the sale : the first is of five Sols 
" Parisis, (n) the second of three li<l.Jres fifteen sols." 

To form any other idea of the Rotures under the Custom of Paris, is 
to abandon the best Law authorities. It remains to shew that every 
man has a right to oblige the Seignior to grant him lands at a very mode
rate and certain return. · 

The right and facility that every individual in the Province has of having 
lands under the present tenures, is manifestly proved by the ordinances 
cited by the Solicitor-General, and the Honourable Charles De Lanat.
diere, as well as by the clauses of the Concessions of Seigniories, as these 
Gentlemen have ~lso well remarked. 

1st. By these ordinances, and by these clauses, it is expressly forbid 
to the Seigniors to sell lands uncleared, on pain of re-union to the Do: 
main of the Crown. 

2d . It is expressly ordained that the Seigniors shall grant Lands to all 
who ask for them. 

3d. If the Seigniors refuse to grant them, after being required so to 
do, the persons asking the said lands shall make complaint to the Gover-

(m) Ferril~re, titre l er. des Fiejs engeneral,pamgraphe ler, No. 55, page 54, to the end. . 
( n) 5 Sols lJarisis1 is 5 pence 1-3<1; and three livrcs fifteen Sots make 37! pence. 
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uors &c., which Governors are authorized to grant them to them, under 
the name and for the profit of the King, at the same rate as the other 
Concessions of the said Seigniory. 

To shew that the charges and rtdrvances of the rotures are certain and 
macerate, it suffices to expme the highest rentes that are known to have 
been stipul~ted prior to the conquest, ~ithvut examining if any Seignior, 
under the stlence of the Government smce that epoch, may have :>tipula
ted for higher, or put in practice any vexation. 

1st. The greatest rerztes before the Conquest, when they were stipula
ted to be in cash, were two sols tournois per superficial acre. (o) 

2d. Those which were stipulated in money and wheat, were of one sol 
t1urnois per superficial acre, and a bushel cf wheat.for forty superficial 
acres. 

As to the Cens, it consisted generally speaking, of a sol or a sol 
and a half tournois for every acre in front, by the whole depth of the Con
cession, (p) this cens is subject to 

1st. The right of Lods et Ventes. 
2d. La Saisine; that is to say, twelve deniers Parisi.r, for being seised 

of it ; but article 82 of the Custom says " ne prend saisine r;ui ne veut.'' 
There is no 'obligation to take .raisine. (q) 

Sd. The Fiue when the case happens. (r) 
By the ordinances already cited, and by the clauses inserted in the 

Contracts, the Censitaires are obliged, 
1st. To let their grain be ground at the Seignior's Mill, and to pay the 

fourteenth part for grinding. 
2d. To make or permit to be made all roads and Bridges necessary for 

the Public. 
Sd To clear their lands and occupy them, within a year and a day 

from the date of the contract. A clause extremely favourable to Agncul
ture, to the advancement of the Province, and to population. 

4th. They are subject to the reserve of mines, ores and minerals; and 
oak trees. (s) 

Thus every man has a right to insist on a grant of Land, without its 
costing him a sol to becorr ea perpetual prop net or of it. (t) And if the 

(o) Two Sols Tournoi~ are equal to a Penny and a ninth, a Sol Toumois, being 
5-9ths of a Fenny. 

(p) A Sol and a half '.f.'ournoif is 15-18ths of a Penny of Cens fo~ an arpent in_ front, 
by 20, 30, 40 arpents in depth. Some are known to be 126 arpents m depth, wluch are 
5\lbjPct but to this Cens. 

( q) Twelve Denier$ Parisis are e_q~al to two thirds of a Pe~my._ 
(r) This fine is of two sorts; one 1s 1~curred by the rc.fusal of pay1_ng the_ Cen~et Re~tes, 

and is of five Sols Parisis. the other anses from the default of notice bemg given ot the 
&ale, and consists of three Livres and fifteen Sols. But a. Sentence of the Judge is ne-
cessary to oblige the Proprietor to the payment oft~1ese Fme:o. . . 

(s) As t-o Oak Trees, this reserve does not ~ake from t~em the hberty ?f cuttmg the~ 
dowh on the land they clear, nor even on.their othc~ Janus_; c~litom hav~ng ever consi
dered this reserve in this sense, that the Kmg has a rtght ot takmg those frees, wherever 
he finds them as also the St!i"'niors for their l\1ills, &c., without having it in their pow
er to charae their Censitaires ~ith culpability for cutting them down. There is even a 
Judgment of Mr. Begon, of the 20~h July, 17~2, which ,f?rbids the Seignior~ to troubl.e 
their Censitaires in the employment and sale of the Oak l recs they cut down on thctr 
lands. . 

(t) It will cost him but the Notary's Fee for passing the Deed._. 



rente; are all stipulatecl to be in money, he will pay annually for ar'l estate* 
for examplef of 4 Acres by 40; a rent of 16 livres tournois, and a Ceni 
of 6 sols. , v) 

If, on the contrary the rent is in money and wheat, he will pay eight 
livres tournois ot renteS; and six sol.r of Cenl with four bushels of wheat.(x) 

If afterwards this land is- sold, the purchaser, on entering intn ·an the 
rights of the settler, becomes also subject to the charges, and will owe 
the Lods et Vente.t. (y). 

Is it then without reason that• under the present system of tenures, 
the people of this Province are said to be happy ? Is the Censitaire ex
posed, on his death, to have ·the fruits of his labours torn from him, after 
flattering himself with having, by the labour of a whole life, acquired 
for the children ofhis bosom, the sacred right of an inheritance ? 

Can these tenures be compared to the Leases of ten, twenty years, for 
life, &c. known in England, of one or of several acres ofland, for an
nual rents of two, four, six, ten Guineas per acre, which the unfortunate 
husbandman cannot pay without being reduced to live on a fourth part of 
Vl!hat is necessary to satisfy his appetite, and that in Potatoes, Oats, &c r 
Yet, still happy, if he be not obliged, after having cleared.,. great part 
of his land, to abandon his sacred and natural tight to the fruits of hi·s 
labours, gained by the sweat of his brow, from his..inc.apaCity to pay an 
oppress1ve rent. 

[s this a kind of tenuret. which draws the blood of the labourer to nou
rish and satiate a rich Lord, as voluptuous as indolent and useless ? Is 
this a tenure where the earth devours its inhabitants, and must fall, by a 
natural tendency, into the hands of these great proprietors, the eternal 
:scourge of population ? 

As a proof, none are known to leave the Province to seek elsewhere a 
more advantageous kind of tenure ; while we see arrive here Families, in 
swarms, to enjoy' the benefits that its tenures offer them, and breathe the 
free air of its husbandmen. 

Such are the observations I have made, after reading with attention, and 
reflecting on the extract of the proceedings of a Committee of the wh-ole 
Council of His Majesty, printed by order of his Excellency, dated the 20th. 
of October last. As a citizen and native of the Province, of course as much 
inte rested in its welfare as any can be, I think no .one can blame me for 
them. I submit them with the mo;:;t humble respect, to the exam1nation 
and wisdom of the Right Honourable Lord Dorchester. 

THOMAS BEDARD, Priest 

Quebec, 16th "February, 1791. 

(v) l\1ak~ng fifteen S~ll~ings and ~me Penny anf!Ual rent ror 160arpen~s of-land. ( x) Makmg seven Sh1ll,ings and etght Pence, With four bushels of Wheat for the same quantity fland. _ (y) The Lods et Ventes, as has been.. already said, are the twelfth part of the amount of tl1e pu~ch.~tse n:oney. ~he Seigr:iors generally remit a fQurth of tlus right, without .any preswptwn bemg established agamst them by Custom, · 



' ni 

t 
X) SECOND REPORT 

Y OUR Committee next direCl:ed their attention to the Town
fhips erected, as well on the southern as on the northern 

fhore of the Saint Lawrence. 
And here, their first object of inquiry was, whether the Free 

and Common Soccage Tenure had produced that inequality in 
the divifion of the lands which your Committee have already stated 
to be, in their opinion, one of the neceffary confequences of that 
fpecies of Tenure. 

Upon this branch of the subject, your Committee examined 
His Majefty's Surveyor General, and divers individuals who had 
either refided in some one of those Townfhips, or travelled 
through them. (A ) 

Your Committee here found exceffive quantities of land in the 
hands of particular persons, who have never cultivated or fettled 
it, and have thereby prevented others more induftrious from im
proving the same, and quantities greatly exceeding what in the 
natural order of things, under that tenure, could have obtain
ed in the short period which had elapfed fince the erection of 
those Townshtps. 

It became thus manifest to your Committee, that this unfortu
nate state of things had originated in some error or vice in the 
5ystem of granting lands, which had been purfued by the Coloni
al adminiftration. 

Your Committee had been taught by the result of their first in
quiry whith has been communicated to the House, not rashly or 
haftily to attribute this error or vice to His .1\Iajcsty's Go\'ern
ment. They well knew from the Infi:ructions for James Mm·ray, 
Esquire, Governor of the Province of Quebec, dated the 7th De
cember, 1763,-That His Majefi:y had Ordered, That "Where
" as great inconveniences have arisen in many of our Colonies 
" in America, from the granting exceffive quantities of land to 
" particular persons, who have never cultivated or fettled it, and 
" have thereby prevented others more indufi:rious, frc'm im
" proving the same: In order, therefore, to prevent the like 
" inconveniences for the future, you are to take efpecial care 
" that in all grants to be made by you, by and with. the ad
" vice and confent of our Council, to pe;fons applying for the 
" fame, the quantity be in proportion to their ability to culti-

a 
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" vate ; and you are hereby directed to obferve the following di
n rections and regulations in all grants to be made by you. viz. &c.'' 

Your Committee remarked alfo in the Special Regulations for 
the granting of the wafie lands of the Crown, a paternal regard, 
nay folicitude for the happinefs of His Majefiy's subjects, utterly 
mconfistent with meafures like thofe of the Colonial adminiftra
tion, fraught with mifchief to the~. 

These regulations are to be found subjoined to this Report, un-
4er the letter (B.) 

To obtain information upon this matter, upon which your Com
mittee could depend, an humble address to his Excelle'ncy the Go
vernor in Chief, was voted by the Houfe on the 13th February 
inftant, praying that his Excellency would be pleafed to order to 
be laid before this Houfe, Copies of fuch Royal Inftructions, ref
pecting the granting of the Crown Lands in this Province, as may 
have been given fince the year 1786, alfo a table of the Fees of 
the Office of the Clerk of the Executive Council, and other Public 
Officers, relating to the said grants, and alfo a Copy of the Man
damus of His late Majefty George the Third, for granting of 
Lands to Sir Robert Shore Milnes and the Executive Councillors. 

His Excellency the Governor in Chief was pleafed to give for 
anfwer, that, " in compliance with the addrefs of this Houfe, of 
" the 13th ofFebruary infi:ant, he should caufe to be laid before .,&. 

" this Houfe, Copies of fuch parts of the Royal infi:ructions for 
" the granting of Crown Lands, as His Majefty has caused to be 
" made public." 

" Copy of the difpatch from His Majefty's Secretary of State,_ 
" ordering that a grant of Land should be made to Sir Robert 
" S. Milnes; and Copy of the Table of Fees to the officers named 
" in this address, should also be communicated.'' 

And His Excellency accordingly tranfmitted to the Houfe on 
on the 17th February inftant :-

" Extract from a difpatch, dated Whitehall, 6th June, 180 I, 
" from His Grace the Duke of Portland, to Si:r Robert S. Milnes, 
" refpecting Grants of Lands to be made to some of the M cm
" bers of the Executive Council ; Copy of the Royal Infi:ructions 
" relative to the granting of the wafte lands of the Crown.'' 

" Copy of a Difpatch dated Downing Street, 31st December, 
•' I 808, from Lord Cafilereagh to Sir J. H. Crai~, K.. B., order
" ing that a Grant of Land should be made to Sir Robert Shore 
., Milnes." 

" Copy of the Table of Fees to be taken upon Grants of the 
" wafie Lands of the Crown." 

All of which are to be found il). the Appendix to this Report, 
under the Letter (C.) 

The intentions of His Excellency the Governor in Chief to af
ford every proper information to the Houfe, relative to the Public 
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Inftructions of His Maj efty, intentions which the above answer 
of His Excellency the Governor in Chief so manifeftly evinces, 
have however, from caufes which your Committee do not deem it 
neceifary to explore, fatled to produce theit· due fruit. 

For it was within the knowledge of your Committee, that on the 
1 J th June, 1798, His Excellency the late Robert Prefcott, Ef
quire, had laid before the Land Board of His Majefty's Executive 
Council, the following in{huction under His Majefty's Sign Ma. 
nual, bearing date the 15th day of Auguft, 1797, and the direc .. 
tions he had received from His Majefty's Secretary of State, in con
formity to the said infiruction. 

GEORGE R. 
Infirutlion to our h·ufty and well beloved Robert Prefcott, Ef

quire, Lieutenant General of our Forces, Captain General and 
Governor in Chief of our Province of Lower-Canada, in America, 
or in his abfence to the Lieutenant-Governor or Commander in 
Chief of our said Province, for the time being. G iven at our 
Court at St. James, the 15th day of August 1797, in the thirty
feventh year of our reign : 

" Whereas, by our General Inftructions to our Captain General 
" and Governor Commanding in Chief in and over our Province of 
" Lower-Canada, bearing date at St. lames's the 16th day of Sep
u tember 1791, it is declared amongst other things, to be our will 
" and pleafure, that the Townfhips therein mentioned, and the 
" refpective allotments within the fame, together with the lands 
" to be referved as therein aforefaid, £hall be run and laid out by 
" our Surveyor General of lands, for the faid Province, or fome 
" skilful perfon authorized by him for that purpofe, which Sur
" veys, together with the warrants and grants for the refpective 
" allotments, iliall be made out for, and delivered to the feveral 
" Grantees free of any expenfe or fees whatfoever, other than 
" fuch as may be payable to the different officers, according to the 
" table of fees already eftabliilied, upon grants of land made in 
'~ the faid Province. Now, our will and pleafure is, that the faid 
" Towniliips therein mentioned, and the refpective allotments 
" within the fame, together with the lands to be nferved, as there
" m aforefaid, iliall bf'#run and laid out by our Surveyor General 
" of lands for the faid 'Province, or fome :fkilful perfon authorized 
" by him for that purpofe, which Surveys, togf'ther with the 
u warrants and grants for the refpective allotments fhall be made 
u out for, and delivered to the feveral Grantees, on payment of 
' • fuch fees as £hall from time to time be eftablifhed by us, under 
" our Signet and Sign Manual, or by our order in that beha1f1 

" figni.fied by one of our principal Secretaries of State." 
G.R. 

a 2 



And His Excellency informed the Board that the directions he 
had received from His Majefiy's Secretary of State, in conformity 
to the above infiructions, were :-

" 1st. That in thofe cafes where the faith of Government has 
been pledged to the applicants, (according to the Report of the 
Committee of the whole Council, of the 24th M ay, 1797 ,) for fpe
cific quantities of land, the grants thereof fhould be paffed on 
the fame fees that have been paid upon thofe grants that have al
ready paffed the Seal. 

" 2d. That, although the faith of Government is not confider
ed to have been fpecially pledged in the cafes where perfons peti
tioned for Town!h.ps on behalf of themfeh·es and their affociates, 
yet, inafi11uch as fome of thofe affociated applicants have fully 
evinced the fincerity of their intentions of carrying the Settlement 
of the lands they fo petitioned for, into effect, and have, upon 
the faith of the encouragement heretofore given them by His Ma
jefty'g Government in Canada, embarked their labour and proper
ty in Surveying and allotting the Town:lhips they fo petitioned for, 
and in makmg effectual Settlements therein, it is His Maj efty's 
pleafure, that a preference :lhould be fhewn to perfons of this Clafs, 
" by making them Grants (upon the old Fees) to the full extent 
" mentioned in His 1\'Iajefty's inftructions, viz : twelve hundred 
" acres to each affociated Grantee." But thi~ is not to extend 
to the granting of the whole Town:lhip, except in thofe c.afes 
where the number of the afsociated applicants who are actually 
fettled thereon, fhall be fufficient at the rate of twelve hundred 
acres each, to comprehend the whole of the grantable lands in 
fuch Townfhip.-And in cases where the number !o actually fet
tled in any Townfhip, ihall not be fufficient, allowing at the rate 
of twelve hundred acres each, to comprehend the whole of filch 
grantable lands in fuch Townfhip, the remaining part thereof, if 
granted to the affociated applicants, "must be granted on condi
" tion of immediate Settlement, and ofits being fubject to the ad
" ditional fees for the Public Service." It is alfo His Majefty's 
pltoasure, that fuch of the Settlers, as may happen to be feated on 
l<;>ts referved for the fupport of a Proteftant Clergy, or for the fu
ture difpofition ·of the Crown, fhould hold the fame, upon the 
fame terms and conditions as fhall hereafter be granted to other 
cultivators of referved lots of a fimilar quality. 

3d. That fuch of the applicants as have been at the expenfe of 
Surveying the Towniliips they have petitioned for, and laying the 
fame out into Lots, preparatory to the Settlement, but have not 
proceeded effectually to the actual Settlement thereof, fhould have 
grants (upon the old Fees,) for the one half of the Townihips they 
fo petitioned for, in the fame quantities (to wit 1200 acres) to each 
of the affociated Grantees, as in the former cafe, on condition of 
the immediate fettlement thereof; but this is not allowed to be 
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~xtended, in any of the cafes falling under this defcription, to more 
than one half of the Townihips; fo that if in any of these cafes, it 
fhould be thought proper, in the wifdom of the Council, (on ac
count of the intended Settlt!rs being actually waiting to go on,) to 
advife the Granting of the whole Townfhip to the affociated ap
plicant<:, the latter half thereof must of courfe be subject to the 
additional fees for the Public Service. 

" 4th. Thofe of the applicants who have only put themfelves to 
the trouble and expenfe of foliciting and exploring the Townihips 
they defired, are not confidered to have done muc.h towards evin
cing any serious intention with refpect to carrying the Settlement 
thereof into effect, which alone could entitle them to any favour
able confideration. In as much, however, as the exploring of 
the Townfhips they petitioned for, may have been attended with 
some expenfe, His Majefiy is pleafed to allow, that applicants of 
this defcription may have grants of the one fourth part of the 
Townfhips they refpectively petitioned for, upon condition of the 
immediate fettlement thereof. This however is meant to extend 
only to thofe cafes where the applicants did actnally put them
felves to the trouble and expenfe of exploring the Townihips they 
applied for : and if thefe ihould defire to have the grants at 
the rate of twelve hundred acres to each affociated Grantee, fuch 
grants are to be fubject to the additional Fees for the Public Ser
vice. 

" 5th. Such perfons or affociations of perfons, who, from a de
fire of making actual Settlement on the lands, purchafed the pre
tentions of thofe applicants that had become difcouraged by the 
delays which took place in the palling of the grants, are to be 
confidered as fianding in the place and ftead of the applicants, 
-whofe pretentions they fo purchafed, and to receive the Grants 
accordingly in the fame proportions and on the fame conditions as 
thofe applicants themfelves would have been entitled to under the 
above regulations. 

" 6th. The remainder of the lands (except where Government 
may confider it proper to grant certain quantities to particular per
sons by way of favour, as rewards for fervices or the like; and 
excepting the refervations for the fupport of a Proteftant Clergy, 
and for the future difpofition of the Crown,) are to be clifpofed 
of at Public Sale, at certain times and places to be notified ; in 
fuch quantities, and fubject to fuch condititions of Settlement and 
Cultivation as shall afford the beft chance for the purchafers be
coming themfelves the permanent Settlers on the lands, and for 
raifing out of the price thereof an efficient fund towards defray
ing the Public expenfes of the Province. 

"7th. The amount of the new Fees to be taken under the Royal 
inftructions, now communicated to the Board, (including, as well 
the part payable to the officers concerned in palling the Grants, 
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as the part to be appropriated towards the fupport of Government) is fixed at twenty-five pounds currency per thoufand acres,. a?d ~o in proportion, being at the rate of fix .pence a~ acre ; but: It 1s dtrected, that the grants to be made m obedtence to orders from His Excellency, in confi.deration of fervices, fha1l be fubject only to the payment of half Fees, or three-pence per acre. 
"8th. In the grants fubject' to thefe additional fees, and thofe of the lands that fhaH be difpofed of by fale, the Grantees at·e to have all n1ines and minerals, excepting on1y thofe of Gold and Silver, which latter are to be reserved to His Majefiy, his Heirs and Succeffors, as formerly." 
It was alfo within the knowledge of your Commitee that His Excellency had, at the fame time, fubmitted to the confideration of the Board, to report whether it might not be advifable to give public notice of thefe irifl:ructions. 
That His Majefty's Executive Council declared that they were unanimoufly of opinion, that it was not advifable at the time to give public notice of thefe regulations. 
That an unfortunate difference of opinion exifiing between His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor and His Majefty's Executive Council upon this fubject, His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor Tor the time being, and His Honour the Chief Juftice of the Province and Chairman of the Executive Council for the time being retired from their high Stations and returned to Great Britain, His Excellency having, previous to his departure, caufed to be publi{hed, " An Extract from the Minutes of Council, containing " His Majefi:y's late regulations relative to the wafte lands of the u Crown, with His Excellency the Governor General's Order of " reference, refpecting the fame, to a Committee of the whole ., Council of the Province of Lower-Canada, the f.1id Committee's " Report thert'on, and His Excellency's Speech in reply," which will be found in the Appendix to this Report under the letter (D.) That whatever difference of opinion might exist, refpecting the expediency of publi£hing thefe regulations, there could be none as to the duty of rendering public the above inftructions, under His Majefl:y's Royal Sign Manual, inasmuch as by the 3-3th article of His Majefiy's Inftructions to Lord Dorchefier, Governor General, &c. &c. &c. bearing date at St. James's 16th Sep-tember. 1 i91, it was ordered as fo11oweth :- -

" It is our further will and pleafure, that the foregoing In .. " firuuions to you, as well as any you may hereafter r~ceive, re" lative to the paffing Grants of Lands, in conformity to the faid 
cc Act, paired in the prefent year of our Reign, be entered upon " Record for the information and fatisfaction of all parties what" ever, that may be concerned therein.'' 

The direcrions which accompanied thefe Infrructions, worthy as they are of the juftice and honour and wi~dom of His Majefty's 
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Government, were however viewed by your Committee with fur.or 
prise and gratitude not unmixed with regret. They cou!d not 
but feel gratified for the care and wifdom with which. His l\1ajefty 
provided that exceffive quantities of land fhould not be granted 
to particular perfons. They were furprised that orders fo diftinct ... 
ly enunciated, fhouiJ not have received their due execution with
in the Colony from the Servants of the Government. But it was 
with the moft painful fenfation that your Committee read that por
tion of His Majefty's Inftructions, which relates to the fale of the 
wafte lands of the Crown, for the maintenance and fupport of 
His Majefiy's Government. They [nv in this inftruction a prin· 
ciple which, from the finallnefs of the pecuniary means of His Ma-

. jefry's Canadian Subjects, oppofed a new and almoft infurmounta
bleobftacle to the progrefs of any Settiements to be effected by them 
on the wafi:e lands of the Crown, a principle hofiile to the free 
Confiitution which it has gracioufly pleafed His l\1ajefl:y to confer 
on this Province. They felt convinced that His l\1ajefiy had, at 
that time, been made to feel a diftru<>t of the wiliingness of His 
Majefty's Faithful Canadian SubjeCl:s to provide in a Conftitution
al manner for the fupport and maintenance of His Majefiy 's Go .. 
vernment. 

Your Committ~e have reafon to congratulate the Country that 
the diftingui!hed Bravery and Loyalty of His 1\'lajefiy's Canadian 
SubjeCts, during the trying circumfrances of the l~te war, joined 
to a more intimate acquaintance with the manners, feeling3 and 
principles of the people of this Country, have fince rdl:ored them 
that confidence, which teemed to have been impaired in His 1\ia
jefty's Royal Breaft. 

For on the 29th of December, 1812, His Excellency Sir 
George Prevoft, then Captain General and Governor in Chief in 
and over thefe Province~, in his Speech from the Throne, was 
graciou:fly pleafed to exprefs, " his great fatisfattion in coru
" municating to the A1fembly of this Province, that having com .. 
" municated to His Majefty's Secretary of Statt", the addreifes of 
" the Houfe in anfwer to his Speech, on the opening of the Pro
" vincial Parliament in February last, in order that they might be 
" laid before His Royal Highnefs the Prince Regent, he had fince 
" received the exprefs commands of His Royal Highncfs to 
" thank them in his name, for the aifurances of fupport and at
" tachment which they contain, and to acquaint them that His 
c' Royal Highnefs places that confidence in the courage and loyal
" ty ofHis Majefty's Canadian Subjects, which makes him equal
" ly fearlefs of the refult of any attack upon them, and of any in
" fiduous attempts to alienate their affeetion from His Govern. 
·' me11t." 

And again, in his Speech from the Throne on the lSth of Janua
ry, 1814, his Excellency was gracioufly pleafed to fay, " That . 



8 

" in reviewing the events of the war, he cannot but contemplate 
" with pride and f>ttisfatl:ion, the zealous difcharge of duty which 
" he has witnefsed as well in the militia as in all clafses ofHis Ma· 
" jefty's SupjeCl:s in this Province, and which he confiders the 
" 1 furest indication of their Loyalty to their Sovereign, and of 
" their determination to defend, to the laft extremity, this valua
" ble portion of his dominions." 

And on the 7th January, 1818, His Excellency Sir John 
Coape Sherbrooke, then Captain General and Governor in Chief 
in and over thefe Provinces, in his Speech from the Throne, was 
" gracioufly pleafed to fay, " that in purfuance of the directions 
u he had received from His Majefty's Government, he iliould or
" der to be laid before the Affembly, an eftimate of the sums re
" quired to defray .,.the expenfes of the Civil Government of 
" the Province ;" and he adds, " I anticipate with confidence, a 
" a continuation of that loyalty and zeal for His Majefiy's Ser
" vice, on your part, which l have hitherto experienced, and a 
" ready execution of the offer which you made on a former 
" occafion, to defray the expenfes of His Majefiy's Provincial 
" Government, with a liberality that did yoq honour." 

And it is frill fresh in the recollection of your Committee and 
of the Houfe, that His Excellency the Earl of Dalhoufie, now 
Captain General and Governor in Chief in and over thefe Pro
vinces, has been gracioufly pleased to fay in His Speech from the 
Throne at the ope'ning of the prefent Legiflature, " that he has 
from paft experience the fullest confidence in the loyalty, fense 
of duty and attachment to the principles of the conftitution of 
His Majefiy's Canadian fubjeCl:s, whereof this Houfe is the hum
ble Reprefentative, and has pleafed, further, to exprefs his con
viCtion that they are difpofed to enahle _His Majesty to fuftain the 
Civil Government of this Province, with honour and with advan
tage to his subjects." 

Your Committee, feeling in common with .the Houfe and with 
the Country, that the Honour of this People is its moft facred in
heritance and moft precious of all its' poffeffions do not deem it 
neceffary to offer an excufe for the dttails into which they have 
'gone upon this branch of the fubjeCl:. . 

Your Committee proceeded to examine many witneites relative 
to the manner in which these inftructions were carried into effect 
by His Majefty's Colonial adminiftration. (E.) 

Your Committee find on referring to the Public Accounts, from 
the year 1797, to this day, that no revenue was raifed by the 
fale of thefe hnds or any portion of them. 

Your Committee have afcertained beyond a doubt, that thefe 
inftructions were evaded in the following manner. 
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An entire Townfhip, or a half, or a quarter of a Townfhip, was, 
upon the application of an individual who had the fortune to enjoy 
the favour of the Colonial Adminiftration, promifed to him. He 
obtained the names of thirty-nine individuals, who either lent 
them gratuitoufly; or fold the ufe of them for fome trifling conli
deration, or were to receive nominally a grant of 1200 acres of 
land, really and truly a grant of 200 only. In each of thefe 
thrt>e case~, a bond or obligation was executed, whereby the 
real grantee of the Townfhip, known by the name of " Lead
er," fiipulated with thefe personnfs intf'1]Josee~, that upon 
the paffing of the Patent, these feveral alfociates lhould convey 
to the Leader, either the entire 1200 acres in the two :firft cafes, 
or the 1000 in the laft cafe, in fee fimple to the Leader, the lat
ter engaging to ufe the neceffary exertions, and incur the necef
fary expenfes, and a;fo to pay the Patent Fees upon the Grant, 
without any reimburfement to him from the alfociates. The com
mon form which was ufed upon thefe occafions, is to be found in 
the Appendix to this Report, under the Letter (F.) 

Under this fystem there wa~ granted to the Members of His Ma .. 
jefi:y's Council, above 130,000 acres ; to friends and relatives of 
Members of the Executive Council, above 100,000 acres. To in· 
dividuals who had not joined the Standard of His Majefty during 
the Revolutionary War, above 300,000 acres. To American Loy
alifts, and to His Majefty's Canadian Subjects, with the exception 
of the Canadian Militia who ferved in the year 1776, none, or if 
there be fome folitary exceptions, they are fo few as not to merit 
confideration. 

For thefe Services, His Majefty direCl:ed, by a Special Mandamus, 
that there fhould be granted unto the I.,jieutenant Governor for 
the time being, an entire Town!hip of the wafte lands of the 
Crown, to each of the Members of the Executive Council, one 
quarter of a Town !hip, which was according carried into effeCt. 

Your Committee next direCted their attention to the afcertain
ing whether any, and what fees were exacted for these Grants. 

Your Committee have reafon to believe that during the period 
the late Honourable William Smith, Efquire, was Chief J ufi:ice of 
the Province and Chairman of the Executive Council, no fees 
were exacted or received, and His Majefiy's above mentioned in .. 
firucrions in every refpeCl: obeyed. 

A Table of Fees (whereof a Copy is subjoined under the Let
ter (G) was eftablifhed by His Majefty's Co·uncil, and fees were 
exaCl:ed and received, contrary to the above mentioned inftruCl:ions 
of His Majefty, but under the above Table of fees, which fees 
have latterly, without any authority, or pretence of authority, been 
confiderably augmented. 

Your Committee, unwilling to believe that the above mention
b 



ll> 

ed ev:tfions of His Majefiy's gracious InfiruCl:ions, had been prat .. 
tifed with the knowledge, privity or confent of His Majefiy's Ser· 
vants, bound by their oaths, their honour and their duty to obey 
them, inftituted a long and patient inveftigation into the origin of 
thefe abuses. They have been painfully, but irrefistibly led to 
the conclufion that they were fully within the knowledge of indi ... 
viduals in this Colony, who potfetfed and abufed Hls Majefty's 
confidence~ 

The inftruments by which this evafion was to be carried into 
effect, were devifed by His Majefty's Attorney General for the 
time being, printed and publicly sold in the Capital of this Pro. 
vince, and the principal and intermediate Agent was His Majes
ty's late Affistant ~_urveyo~ Gen~ral~ 

Your Committee defi:o~s_of obtaining more particular inform .. 
ation, refpecting the n:anner in which the Townfhips have been 
fettled, have directed a feries of quefiions to be addretfed to feve
ral of the principal Gentlemen in that Country, and will without 
delay report to the Houfe, when anfwers are received. 

The attention of your Committee has next been directed to the 
caufes which have retarded the Settlement of the ungranted lands 
in the old Seigniories of this Province, and to the determining of 
the extent to which relief has been afforded to the difireffed Emi
grants coming to our fhores. Upon thefe two fubjects, fome pro
gress has been made, and every diligence will be ufed by the 
Committee to give to them that full inveftigation which their im
portance loudly calls for. 

Upon the whole, your Committee are of opinion that the fecond 
principal ob(tacle to th<! Settlement of the wafte lands of the ' 
Crown, has been that the Colonial Adminiftration has evaded and 
difoQeyed the Gracious lnftrm;~ions pf His Majefiy~ posterior to 
the year 1786. 

Quebec, 23d FebruaTy, 1821. 
~NDREW STU ART, Chairman. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDE.1. rcE, &c 

(A) & (E). 

Lieut. Col. Bouchette, Surveyor-General of this Province, ap .. 
peared before your Committee and anfwered as follows : 

Q. How long have you been Surveyor-General? 
A. I am a Commifiiont:d Surveyor of lands in this Province 

fince 1790. I have been upwards of feventeen years at the head 
of the Surveyor-General's Department. 

Q. Can you furni!h the Committee with the names of indivi
d11als who have received grants from the Crown of Wafte Lands 
belonging to it, exceeding in extent J 200 acres ? 

A. I can, from the Records of my Office, and \Vill do it to
morrow. 

Q. Can you furniili the Committee with the names of the Lea .. 
ders as they were called, of the dilrerent Townll1ips? 

A. Yes, I can, but I beg to reft!r to the general Statement of 
the Lands granted in the Province of Lower-Canada, given in 
my Topographical Work of the Canadas, in which is contained 
the information required. 

Q. When did the Provincial Government commence to grant 
Lands in Free and Comrr.on Soccage ? 

A. In 1796. . 
Q. What was the description of perfons who were called the 

Leaders of Town !hips? 
. A. I refer to the Statement thereof in my Geographical Work. 

Q. What was the number of Signatures ufually fubfcribed to 
the Petition for the grant of a Township? 

A. About thirty-fix m a Towniliip of ten miles square, of 
about 44,00 0 acres, admitting each individual had 1200 acres. 

Q. Has there been any grants in this Province, in Free and 
Common Soccage to any one individual, exceeding 1200 acres, 
and what were they ? 

A. As far as I recollect, to Sir Robert Shore Milnes, and the 
~!embers of the Executive Council, under a Special Jlfandanws 
from home, as an indemnification for their services and great trou
ble in the land granting businefJ. 

Q. By what denomination was generally known that individu
al amongfi: the petitioners, who charged himfelf with the prepa
ring of the Petition, and obtaining llgnatures thereto, with prc· 

b2 
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fenting the fame to the Provincial dovernment, and carrying it 
through the Council, with the expenfes offurvey, and ultimate .. 
ly with obtainining the Patent, and paying the fees thereof~ 

A. They were called Leaders of Townships. ./ 
Q. Upon the face of the Patent did they or any of the other 

Patentees receive any more than 1200 acres? 
A. As far as my knowledge goes, not more. 
Q. Were not thofe Leaders by the original underftanding be.J 

tween themfelves and the eo-petitioners, charged with this trou .. 
ble and thefe expenfes, without obtaining from their said Co-pe .. 
titioners any remuneration for the one or reimburfement for the 
other? 

A. I ha\re generally underftood fuch w~s the cafe. 
Q. What might be the expenfes of Survey and Patent on a 

Township of 44,000 acres ? 
A. About £340. 
Q. What was the average value of lands in thofe Townships1 

·as they were purchafed up by Speculators from the year 179~ 
1803 and 1804? 

A. The lands were then tonfidered of little value, as they were 
sold, as far as my knowledge extends, from 6d. to 15d. per acre. 

Q. What is the fmallest quantity which at that time or now 
American Settlers intending to join in opening and efFecting a 
-Settlement in an uncultivated Township in this Province, would 
accept as a free grant from the Crown? 

A. I should' think not lefs than a Lot of 200 acres. 
Q. Was not the prefent difiribution of the Townships into 

Lots . of 200 acres adopted in confequence of a knowledge of this 
fact"? -

A. I cannot answer this Quefiion, inasmuch as the fyftem of 
dividing into Lots of 200 acres, was eftablished before I entered 
into office. 

Q. Did no~ the fyftem of granting to the actual fettlers of lots 
of not lefs than 200 acres, obtain as well in Lower as in Upper.-

. Canada, dowii to- ~he laft peace with France, and the consequent 
influx of British -Emigrants into these Colonies ? 
: · A. I can say nothing as to the caufe of the influx, but I believe· 
·it was generally the cafe, that Lots of 200 acres were granted. 

Q. Was it not univerfally the cafe in this Province ? 
A. I cannot say whether it was universally the cafe or not. 
Q .. Have you :any kno~ledge of any grant being made of a 

-lefser, quantity of land than 200 acres to any individual, previous 
to the peace with Ftance ? 

A. I do not know of any, as far as my memory goes • . 
· Q. Has ·any finaller quantity than 200 ;lcres been tendered to-

.British Emigrants latterly ( ' 
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A. Yes ; 100 acres is what is ufually tendered and given under 
Location Tickets, and to a large Family a greater quantity, ge
nerally not exceeding 200 acres. 

Q. How was the Leader of a Township indemnified for the ex .. 
penfe of £340, he receiving no more than 1200 acres, under the 
Patent, worth from 6d. to 15d the acre? 

A. It was generally underftood that they \Vere indemnified by 
receiving from the other patentees a pOTtion of the lands granted 
to thefe patentees. 

Q. Did you ever underftand or hear what that portion was? 
A. I have generally under.fl:ood that some conveyed 1000 acres, 

and others lefs. 
Q, Are you aware what is the quantity of Land the Govern

ment of U pper-Canada tenders to Emigrants generally ? 
A. I know nothing about it. 
Q. Have there been any new Seigniories erected in this coun 

try fince its conqueft by the British? 
A. None that I know of but Murray Bay and Mount Murray, 

and Shoolbred in the District of Gaspe. 
Q. 'Vhat is the number of Seigniories in the Districts of Que

bec, Montreal and Three-Rivers ? 
A. As far as I can recollect, two hundred and eighteen in the 

whroe Province, viz : 
In the Diftrict of Quebec, 92 Fiefs & Sgnrs. & 5 Iflands. 

Three-Rivers, 26 do. do. 2 do. 
Montreal, 61 do. do. 9 do. 

· Gafpe, 11 do. do. 2 do. 
amounting altogether to about 12,700,000 arpents. 

Q. What portion of the Diftrict of Montreal is actually qonce .. 
ded and fettled ? 

A. I conceive confiderably upwards of three-fourths, except 
the Seigniory of Beauharnois of thirty-fix square leagues, which 
I believe does not exceed one fourth. 

Q. What portion of the Diftrict of Three-Rivers, and wha~ 
portion of the Diftrict of Quebec, which is fusceptible of cultiva· 
tion, is actua·ly conceded and fettled ? 

A. I conceive on an average hardly two-thirds, many not more 
than on~ half, and some which I believe do not exceed one 
fourth. · · 

Q. Is the surplus Agricultural population ot the Province of 
Lower-Canada at all considerable t 

A. I think it is. 
Q. Is the diftribution of lands in the c?lti vated parts in the 

Seigniories of Lo\ver-Canada, amongft the1r Settlers, tolerably 
equal? 

A. I think it is. 
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Q. 'Vhat is· the ufual .Gze of the Farms in Lower-Canada, it! 
the Seigniories ? . , . . A. They are generally of three arpertts m front by th1rty trl ·depth, or of three arpents in front by forty-two in depth, except in a few singular inftances, in fome of the firft original grants; 
w~ich have not a greater front but a far greater depth. 

Q. Are they not now in many inftances fubdivided to a degr~e .which renders them infufficient to afford convenience to the fat
mer and his family? 

A. Yes; I believe it to be the case in many parts of this Pro
vince. 

Q. Is not. a Farmer holding fix arpents in front by thirty in -depth, in the old Settlements, confidered as a wealthy landholder 
by h is neighbours ? 

A. I believe he is. 
Q. Is not the proportion of individuals holding farms of this extent in the old Settlements, very small ? 
A. In proportion to the aggregate Settlers within the Seigniories, I should think it is. 
Q. Is not the proportion of individuals ft-ttleJ upon lots ofland of lefs than three arpents in front, fituate in the front Concessions of the Seigniories lying between this place and Montreal, confiderable ? 
A. I cannot pofitively anfwer this queftion, not having directed my attention to this object, but I believe it to be the case. Q. What were the rents and services with which the Farmers were charged anterior to the conqueft ? 
A. They vary .; fome at forty Sols, others one Ecu Tournois, .but I believe never exceeding. 
Q. Are thefe charges deemed onerous by the people of the 

Country? 
A. I never underftood they were. 

Q. Would they prefer to fettle in the Seigniories with these char
:ges, in preference to fettling on lands in Free and Common Soc .. 
cage? 

A. I prefume they would. 
Q. Have any number of Canadian Settlers eftablished them.felves on the lands granted in Free and Common Soccage ? 
A. I believe very few • 

. Q. To .what caufe do yo~ attribute this? 
A. The reafons are obvious ; they do not iike the Tenure, as they do not know it, they do not like to leave their relations and ·friends, and they like to be within reach of their Churches. " _ Q. Have the goodnefs to look at the Lift in your 'Topographi· 

cal 'Vork, and t~ inform the Committee how many of the Lea-

l 
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clers of TO\vnships nameJ in that List, were Members of the Ex. 
ecutive or Legiflative Council of the Province ? 

A. I believe about fix of the Exetutive and five of the Legis· 
lative Council. 

Q. Do not fix Members and even lefs, ufually conftitute a ma
jority of the Executive Council ? 

A. I cannot politively say the number neceff"ary to conftitute a 
Quorum in the Council. 

Q. How many of the individuals in that Lift receiving lands of 
larger grants than 1200 acres, were Law-Officers of the Crown ? 

A. I believe only one. 
Q. How many of the faid Leaders were Civil Officers of the 

Crown, receiving emoluments for their fervices, exclufive of the 
above two clafses r 

A. I believe about feven or eight, as far as I en judge. 
Q. Pow many perfons engaged exclufively in large Commercial 

dealings in the Cities of .1\lontreal and Quebec became Leaders 
of Townships ? 

A. About fix Merchants. 
Q. How many perfons of the Military Staff of His Excellency 

the Governor in Chief for the time being, were Leaders of 
Townships ! 

A. Two. 
Q. Sllppofing that each of the Leaders of the firft Clafs recei

ved from each of the Afsociates a conveyance of one thoufand 
zcres, what was the whole quantity of acres of the Wafte Lands 
of the Crown, of which they became poff"effed? 

A. As the Leaders of Townships held generally one fourth or 
one half of a Township, in that cafe thofe that were Leaders for 
one fourth of a Ri\'er Township, admitting the re-conveyance :ts 
above ftated, would remain for one fourth of a Township about 
10,200 acres, for half a Township 20,400, and in cafes of a whole 
Township about 40,800 acres. 

Q· What was tht! entire quantity ofland given to His Excellen
cy ~ir Robert Shore Milnes, and to the Members of the Execu
tive Council, under JJ/andanzuses from England, as a remunera
tion for their Services ? 

A. There was granted to Sir Robert Shore Milnes, 48,000 
acres, and to fome of the Ex~cutive Councillors 12,000 acres each, 
and to others 6000 acres each. 

Q. Will you have the goodnefs to look at the above mentioned 
lisr, and ftate what quantity of land was given to the Legislative 
Councillors as Leaders ? 

At About 25,000 acres. 
Q. What was the quantity giv~n to Crown Officers, exce(ding 

1200 acres? 
A. !·cannot fay exacrly, I believe fomething exceeding3000 acres. 
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Q. · What is the total quantity of Land granted to Civil Officers 
of the Government as Leaders, and their Affociates ? 

A. About 195,800. . 
Q. What is the total amount of land granted· to Merchants? 
A. About 112900 acres. 
Q. What is the quantity of Land granted to perfons coming 

from the United States as Leaders? 
A. About 376,200 acres. 
Q. What is the quantity of cultivable land in the fouthern 

fuore, contained within the ungranted wafte lands of the Crown ? 
A. There remains ungranted within the triangu1ar space of 

Country bounded by the Province Line Latitude forty-five de .. 
grees north, by the Saint Lawrence on the north, and the River 
Chaudiere to the north· east, ~bout 1,800,000 acres, after deduCt .. 
ing ~he two-fevenths for Crown and Clergy refervations; I fhould 
conceive that upwards of three-fourths is cultivable land, and fit 
for every fpecies of grain peculiar to the Country. . 

Q. What is the quantity of cultivable Wafte Lands of the 
Crown lying between the Ottawa and Saguenay Rivers ? 

A. I cannot give a correct idea of the lands fit for culture be .. 
tween the Saguenay and the Riviere du Goufre, yet I am of opi· 
nion that there may be found many tracts of cultivable land, 
though the Country is generally extremely mountainous, but from 
the Goufre to the Ottawa there may be found in the rear of the 
old grants, between the ridge of mountains that extend in a fouth 
weft direction; nearly parallel with the Saint Lawrence, and 
:fhike the Ottawa in Granville, about 300,000 acres of arable and 
cultivable Land, including the ungranted parts of the Townships 
already laid out within that fpace. 

Q. What would be the moft advantageous and shortest road 
from Quebec communicating with U pper-Canada ? 

A. From Berthier a road might be laid out in the direction of 
the Township of Kildare through Rawdon, Kilkenny, Abercrom
bie, W entworth, Chatham, &c., to Granville, which would short
en the difi:ance from Berthier to the latter place of thirty-one 
miles and communicate with U pper-Canada. 

Q. What are the Fees taken in the Land granting bufinefs ? 
A. My Patent Fees are 15s. per 1000 acres, and as far as I can 

recollect thofe of the Secretary of the Province 10s. and that of 
the Clerk of the Council, I believe lOs. Governor 15s. Auditor 
6s.-8d. Regifirar 5s. Attorney-General 10s. 

Q. Are there any other taken by any or all thofe Officers and 
what are they ? 

A. I can only anfwer for myfelf with refpect to a coiTect ftate
ment of Fees. Lands at prefent granted under military conditions 
pr.oduce the following Fees in my Office 7s.-8d. per Location 
Ticket, Certificates of vacancy 2s.-6d. 

The List mentioned in the above Evidence is as followeth :-
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!Vtr. Sax appeared before your Committee. 
He fays he is Surveyor of Lands; that he comrrtertced. his ap

prenticefhip in the year J 789, and that for twenty years from 
that time he has been occupied in practical Sutvey within this 
Province. He Surveyed different Seigniories and Townfhips in 
the Di11rict of Montreal. The country generally fpeaking, is 
hilly in the Townships, but the foil good and £1:rong, and the 
land cultivable, excepting here and there a mountain and some 
swamps. The borders of the Saint Lawrence are granted in Sei
gniories, and towards the Lines on the Sorel River it is alfo gran
ted in Seigniories. There are alfo five or fix Seigniories on the 
St. Francis, and the lands granted in Free and Common St'ccage 
beyond the Seigniories, amount to about two millions of acres, 
but there remains upwards of one million of acres in the tracts 
erected into Townfhips ungranted, exclufive of the Crown and 
Clergy referves. In Townfhips already erected, the one half of 
the lands are of an excellent quality, and the other half of an in
ferior quality. He does not know what is the quality of the lands 
ungranted and not furveyed. The nearefi: point of the ungranted 
and unfurveyed land~ is about fix miles from the Canadian Settle
ments, the moft remote point is from fifty to fixty miles. He 
knows nothing of the ungranted lands lying on the north fhore 
of the River Saint Lawrence, excepting the Towniliip of Bran
don in the rear of Berthier, in the Ditlrict of Montreal, which 
he furveyed himfelf, and the land of which is excellent except in 
the rear, which is mountainous.-The Fees upon the Grants or 
Patents are £3 6s. 8d. per one thoufand acres, exclufive of the 
~xpenfes of the Survey, but for thofe lands which are granted by 
Location Tickets, the Fees are 15s. 6d. per name, on filing the 
Petition at the Executive Council Office, 1 Os. 2d. at the Survey
or-General's Office, 2s. 6d. at the Provincial Secretary's Office, 
and he believes 2s. 6d. more at the Executive Council Office for 
a Copy of the Report, which is lodged in the Surveyor-General's 
Office. The firft expenie to which the Petitioner for land is fub
jeeted, is the payment of 2s. 6J. to the Surveyor-General for a 
Certificate of vacancy; the fecond charge is likewife 2s. 6d . at 
the Provincial Secretary's Office for a certificate that no Patent 
has been granted for the Jand prayed for; the third charge is 15s. 
6d. to be paid to the Clerk of the Executive Council, and exaeted 
previous to the Petition being received ; the fourth char~e of 
2s. 6d. is likewise exaeted by the fame Officer for a Copy of the 
Order in Council ; the fifth charge is 7-:,. 8d. at the Surveyor Ge
neral's Office for tht: Location .1 ickets, making altogether thirty 
fuillings and eight pence. 

d 
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Mr. Sax further fays that this Location Titket is given to the 
perfon intending to fettle fuch land, and on conditions of fettle
ment by himfelf or forne oth€r perfon for him, and clearing four 
acres of land and building a houfe on his grant. The grantee of 
half a Lot is bound to do as much as the grantee of Gx Lots, 
equal to 1200 acres. The erecting of Townships and the grant
ing of lands on the fouth shore of the River Saint Lawrence com
menced in 1792, and continued in large grants till about 1798. 
It was well known during the whole of that period of time, that 
no more than 1200 acres could be granted in a Township to one 
individual, and it was alfa underftood that fuch grantee could not 
obtain a grant in any other Township. The population of the 
Townships on the fouth shore of the Saint Lawrence is about 
twenty thoufand fouls, giving about faur thoufand Militia men. 
The Settlements in the Seigniories have more rapidly augmented 
than in the Townships. The Seigniors grant lands at the rate of 
five liv1es and two soTs, and two and a quarter minots of wheat 
for ninety arpev.ts in fuperficies, and others much lefs. There are 
fome exceptions to this; in fome inftances fixpence for every fu.
perficial arpent is exaf.ted per annum. There are fome Seigniors 
who (ell their lands at an arbitrary rate, by fixing the price them
felves befides exacting the annual rents. 

Q What is the number of Britifh Emigrants that are aetuaHy 
fettled in this Province fince the laft peace with France ? 

A. I think that the number of Emigrants fettled in this Pro ... 
vince is about one hundred, and does not exceed one hundred 
cmd fifty, to the beft of my knowledge. 

Q. \V hat has been the number of applications of Emigrants for 
fettling in rhis Province ? 

A. The number is about one thoufand. 
Q. How long ago is it that these applications were made ? 
A. Within the two last years the number of applications amoun

ted to about fix hundred, and in the preceding years to four hun• 
dred. 

Q. What is the average time before the applicants obtain their 
Location Tickets, and are enabled to fettle on their ·lands ? 

A. From one month to three months. 
Q. May not the interval of . one month's delay in a particular 

feafon, deprive the emigrant of obtaining a crop from his land, or 
put .him back ? 

A. I think it may put him back for eight months. 
G. W. Allfopp, Eiquire, appeared before your Committee. 
Q. Have you had any and what means of becoming acquainted 

with the manner of applying for and obtaining grants of land in 
the Townihips fituated on the fouthern ihore of the St. Lawrence? 
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A. It is fo many years fince, that I have very little recollecrion, 
thofe tranfaetions were generally done by my father, who was li
ving at the time. 

Q. What is the import of the term" Leader'' of a Townfl1ip, 
and who are the perfons known by the names of" Affociates" ? 

A. The term Leader of a Townfl1ip is applied to perfons apply
i.ng for a quarter, half, or a whole Townlhip, and Affociates are 
perfons who are confidered to be the cultivators, or perfons who 
are to affist in the efi:ablilhment of a Town!hip. 

Q. In what proportions are the grants to the Leader and the 
Affociates made in the Patent which is ultimately iifued? 

A. Twelve hundred acres for tl~e Leaders, and twelve hun
dred acres for each alfociate. 

Q. \Vho paid the expenfes of Survey and the Patent Fees? 
A. The Leaders as far as I know paiJ all the expenfes of ex

ploring, Survey and Patent Fees. 
Q . Who prefented the Petition, attended it through its pro-

greis, and exerted himfelf to obtain a fuccessful refult ? 
A. The Leader. 
Q. Who paid the agents for their trouble? 
A. Not having had any agents for what I have been concerned 

in, I do not know, but I have underfi:ood that perfons applying 
for Lands at a diftance from the Capital did employ agents refi
dent at Quebec, to obtain the lands that they applied for. 

Q. Did the Leaders obtain any and what remuneration or re
imburfement for the above fervices and expenfe-5 ? 

A. The Leaders made different arrangements with their Alfo
ciates according to the fituation in which Town!hips were placed, 
fome more, fome lefs. As far as l have underH:ood they have 
got one thoufand acres out of twelve hundred transferred to them, 
on their being at the whole expenfe of exploring, furveying, fub
dividmg, and paying the fees of Office. 

Q. What was the defcriptio.n of perfops whofe names were ufed 
as Aifociates; were they likely to make aCtual fettlements or 
otherwife? 

A. My Alfocbtes in half a quarter of a Townfl1ip which I ob 
tained were refpeCtable Tradesmen, Canadians, refiding in the 
City of Quebec, and at that period having property and funds ca
pable of providing for the fettlement of their refpeetive portions, 
and I believe they are ftiU poifeifors of thefe Lands. 

Q. What was the confideration you gave to your AfTociates? 
A. As a Leader for the fmall part of the Townlhip I obtained, 

I applied for it in my own name, and gave in the names of my 
Affociates, having previously explained to the Affociates in what 

d2 
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way they were to re-convey a part ·of the lands to be granted to 
them, to myself as Leader. 

Q. What was the quantity of land reconveyed to you ? 
A· Having been at confiderable ~xpenfe in exploring, survey

ing and fubdividing for fo fmall a part of a Town{hip as I obtain ... 
ed, I received eleven hundred acres out ~f the twe!ve hundred 
from each Affociate, who confifted of four perfons. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of a lefs quantity than one thouo~ 
fand a·cres being fiipulated for by the Leader ? 

A. I know nothing about it. 
Q. Have you any knowledge of the Affociates affigning or 

a~reeing to affign their interest in the two hundred acres previ01.~s 
to the iiTuing of the Patent, and did this oq:ur fre'luently ? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 
Q. What wa~ the average pJ;ice of the wafte lands of the Crown 

at that time ? 
A. That was entirely guid~d by the fituation where the Town

fhips were placed. 1 fuppofe from one fhilling an acre to ten fhil.,. 
lings, or more. 

Q. What quantity of the wafte lands of the Crown have you 
in your . poffeffion ? 

A. I do not exaCtly know th~ quanti~y, but I fuppofe about 
five thoufand acres. 

Q. H~ve you caufeq to be cleared and inclofed any and what 
quantity of land, anq at what price anq where ? 

A. No I have not? but I have at vario~s times attempted to get 
Settler~. 

Q. Have you knowledge t~at lands in the aCl:ual poffeffion and 
occupation of different individuals, improved by them, have been 
fubfequently granteq ~o ot4er individ4als, and to any and what 
extent? 

A. I know nothing about it, except from what I might have 
hef'rd. 

Q. Are there nqt many perfons ~n this Province whofe purfuits 
are altogether foreign from agriculture, and who poffefs like 
yourfelf large tra~s of wafte lands of the Crown ? 

A. There m<3:y be many in this Province, but I h~ve no per
fonal knowledge of the faCl:. . 

Q· . Loo~ at th~. Gener<\\ S~atement of lands gr~ntecl in free ~nq 
common Soccage ~n t~e Provmce of Lower-C(lnad~, as contain~d 
in Lieutenant Colqnel Bouch.ette's Work, and tell the Committet: 
qow ~any were Leaders of Townihips ? 

A. I have only ·a knowledge of fix perfons contah"Jed in that 
Li4, who w~re Leaders pf Townihips., th~re are ~;nany othei:s 



in the fame List who, as I have been informed from general 
report, were Leaders of Townfhips. 

Q. Do you think that any perfon within this Province, difpofed 
to become an aCtual Settler, would accept fifty or one hundred 
acres of the ungranted wafi:e lands of the Crown, on condition of 
effeCting an aCtual fettlement thereon ? . 

A. Very few, unlefs confiderable advances were made to them, 
or except they had fome funds of their own. 

Q. Do the large traCts of land held by yourfelf and others in 
the Town{hips, and who do not refide there and improve and 
cultivate the fame, yield any and what revenues to the proprietor 
thereof? 

A. I have never received any remuneration or profit from that 
part of the Townfhip that I poifefs, nor from the disburfements 
that I made towards it. 

Q. What in your eftimation has retarded the Settlement 
thereof? 

A. The manner in which the Referves of the Crown and Cler
gy in the Townfhips have been divided, has operated as a difcou
ragement to a fettlement of the lands in my opinion ; I think it 
would have been better if thefe referves had been placed in one 
corner of the Town!hip, which would have been advantageous to 
the Grantee as well as the Crown. 

Q. Do you apprehend that the abfence of the large landed pro
prietors, and their neglecring their Settlement duties, has mainly 
contributed to retard the fettlement of these lands ? 

A. Yes, in fome infi:ancei. 

l'fir. J. P. Robinfon, Culler of Timber, of the City of Quebec, 
appeared before your Committee, and anfwered as followeth :

Q. Have you reiided for any and what length of time in the 
Townfhips on the fouth fhore of the River St. Lawrence, in the 
Diftrict of Three-Rivers? 

A. I have refided for eight years, from 1806 to 1814, gene
rally in the Town !hips of Compton and Afcott. 

Q. Have you caufed to be cleared and inclo{ed any and what 
quantity of land, and at what price and where ? 

A. I cleared myfelf in the Townfhip of Compton about fixty 
acres; the common price for clearing was about ten dollars per 
acre? 

Q. What is the quantity of Stock in your poff'effion, and have 
you ereCted any and what buildings upon the faid land, and of 
what value? . 

A. My quantity of Stock was very small, I ereCted a houfe of 
the value of £100, but no other buildings. I have fince difpofed 
of my property at a fmall value. 
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Q. Have you paired through any and what Town£hips, and 
what is the extent of the cleared lands in the fame, and the po
pulation thereof refpeetively, and are there any and what Town
lhips on the fouth fuore in which there are no clearings or Set
tlements? 

A. I have pa:lfed through the whole of the Towniliips on the 
River St. Francis, as far as the Towmhip of Eaton, and from Af
cott to Stanfi:ead on the line. The Township of Scanfiead is for 
the greateft part cleared and fettled : there are four Companies of 
Militia in that Township. The Township of Hatley is in part 
cleared and fettled ; the other Townships are partly cleared, fome 
more fome lefs. There are fome Townships, for in fiance Barford, 
Stoke, and a few others where there are no .... Settlements. 

Q. What is the fiate of the roads in the fa1d Townships and 
are there any and what caufes, which tend to advance or retard 
the improvement of the internal communications of the faid Town
ships? 

A. The roads in general are bad, the caufe is that the Crown 
and Clergy Referv"€s are not fettled ; likewife the abfence from 
the Province of large landholders, the actual fettlers having been 
obliged to open and make thefe roads through neceffity ; this all 
retards the fettlement, and this is the principal caufe why 1 parted 
with my property in the Township of Compton. 

Q. Are there ahy and what number of perfons in the faid 
Towniliips who have fettled upon and improved wafi:e lands of 
the Crown in the fame, which iaid lands have fince the faid Set• 
tlement been granted by patent under the Great Seal of the Pro
vince to other individuals, and what is the number of the faid SEt
tlers, and to what bufinefs, profeflion or education were they edu
cated, and what generally were the places of refidence, profeffion 
and occ;upations of the Grantees of the Crown, and. have thefe 
latter made or attempted to make any fettlement upon the fame ? 

A. I have no perfonal knowledge of the matters r~ferred to in 
this Quefi:ion, but it is generaUy believed so in the Townships, 
and particularly in the Township of Stanfiead. I know one per
fon who bought a lot of land about twelve years ago in a ftate of 
nature, in the Township of Compton, and after clearing thirty or 
forty acres of the fame, and building a houfe and a barn thereon, 
he learned that the land belonged to His Excellency Sir Robert 
Shore Milnes. This perfon, to my knowledge has sent a petition 
to the former Governor, His Grace the Duke of Richmond, for 
a grant of this faid land, and has as yet not received any anfwer / 
to his Petition, but he frill remains at the present moment on the 
faid land, in expe~'l:atiou of obtaining a title. Se'feral perfons 
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' cnt and fettlccl on thefe lanLls and made partial clearings, bu 
not being able to procure titles they left them. I believe ·there 
are feveral other persons in th€: fame fituation, but I cannot spe
cify any particular infi:ance. Moft of the Grantees of the Town
ship of Compton, have never attt-mpted to make any Settlemen . 
or any roads upon the fi1me, and they are not likely to do io un
der exill:ing circumihnces. 

Q. \Vh.at are the caufes which in your cfl:imation have contri
buted to advance or retard the Settlement of the faid Townships, 
and the profperity of the same? 

• The caufes why the Townships are not more fcttled, is the 
badnefs of the road.,, the want of Schools and of Courts of juftice 
and the unequal diitribution of the lands. ::mJ in as much as the 
Crown and Clergy Refcrves interfere with the keeping the roads 
in order; for the people who are partly fettled on thde Referves 
are not bound to aHlst in making roads. Many perfons have taken 
lands in thefe Townships and began making farms, but on account 
of the above ftated difficulties, they have deferred their farms or 
fold them at a vrry fmall price. 

Q. What is the diH:ribution of the faid lands, are they general
ly di{hibuted equally or otherwife, and what is the ufual fize 
and dimenfions of the farms in the flid Townships ? 

A. The Grants to feme individuals are too large to expect tbat 
they would fettle thereon and improve the fame • for intl:ance, in 
the Township of Compton, nearly one half of that Town)hip is 
granted to one indiv1 ual, anJ no i~ttlements or roads have ever 
been eft~Cl:ed by him, or even an acre of land fold by him fince 
his grant. The ufi..al fize of f.mns where people have fettled on 
and made improvements, is from thirty to one hundred acres. 

1\Ir. Jacob Pozer appeared before your Committee. 
Q. Have you had any and what means of becoming acquainted 

vith the manner of applying for and obtaining grant~ of Land in 
the Townships fituatcd ou the iouthern shore of the St. Lawrence~ 

A. I applied about two years ago jointly with my father and 
brothers, for part of the Township of Shenley, adjoining ~y fa
ther's St:!igniory, to His Grace the Duke of Richmond, to whicll 
Petition we received the fame day an ani\vt:!r on the back of it, by 
which it was fent to the Land Committee. After the lapse of 
three or four months I was icnt for by the land Committee, requeH:
ing to know whether I had any thing to add to the Petition, and 
they gave for anfwer that they had 1t not m their power to grant 
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the whoie of our prayer, that I fhould further confider on it, and
return the Petition, and they would fend it to the Land Board in 
England for further confideration. 

Q. \\That is the number and the defcription of Settlers whom 
you were defirous of putting upon thcfe lands ? 

· . A. About one hundred and thirteen Germans. 
Q. What is fince become of them ? 
A. There are about thirty of them who went away, the re

mainder fettled upon the Seigniory of Aubert Gallion, belonging 
to my father. 

Q. Was your father one of thofe perfons known by the name 
of Loyalifis, and did he ferve and in what capacity during the re
volutionary war ? 

A. Yes, he ferved in the Provincial Corps of Sir J . J ohnson as 
a Serjeant and was on duty at the ev(lcuation of New-York. 

Q. Did he make. any and what application for grants and with 
whom, and fingly and with what defcription ofPerfons, and what 
was the refult of his application? 

A. He figned a Petition which was taken round by the HonoU• 
rab1e Hugh Finlay as Leader of a Township for himfelf and his fa
mily, and feveral of our neighbours did the fame. The Township 
was granted to Mr. Hugh Finlay. Some years ago, conceiving that 
thefe lands might be valuable, I made enquiries in the Provincial 
Secretary's Office, expecting to find in it the name of my father · 
for twelve hundred acrec;, my mother, myfelf and my fix brothers 
and fifiers for twelve hundred acres each, and found that our 
names _ and thofe of our neighbours were not in the grant, but 
n.ames of other perfons whom I do not k.now nor ever heard of. 

Q. Was. not the Honourable Hugh Fin lay a Member of the 
Executive Council and a Member of the Land Board ? 

A. Mr. Finlay was a Member of the Executive Council, but 
whether he was a Member of the Land Board I cannot fay • 
. Q_ Were any of the neighbours whom you have fpoken of, Loy

a}ifh, orhav~ they ferved during the American war.? 
A. Yes, one of them by the name of Brown, was armourer, and 

2fterwards Mafter Armourer of the Ordnance Department at Que .. 
bee. Mr. M'K.enzie, anot,her of our neighbours, ferved in the 
Highland Regiment in Lower-Canada in the feiges of 1759 and 
1774. 

Q • To ·your belief or knowledge, is there any confiderable 
number of Loyalifrs fettled in the Townships on the Southern 
shore of the St. Lawrence? 
· A. No~e that I know of. 
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MJ. Thomas Cary, Senior; appeared before your Committee. 
Q. Have you had any and what means of becoming acquainted with 

the manner of applying for and obtaming Grants of Land in the Town~ 
hips? 

A. Yes, my means are the knowledge acquired from having be~n s~
veral years a Clerk in the Executive Council Office, and acting Jerk of 
the Coljncil during Mr. Ryland's absence, during the whole of Gener~l 
Prescott's administration, aud also during the time of Lord llorchester's 
administration, from the time when the Land granting business begau. 

Q What is the import of the term "Leade1" of a Township, and 
who were the per:>ons known by the name of" Associates" ? 

A. The Leader is the Chief of a Township, to whom, and a suffi
cient number of Associates, the Township is granted at the rate of twelve 
hundred acres each. No man by the King's Instructions being allowed 
more than twelve hundred acres. This is to be considered as unconnected 
with Military Grants. 

Q. Who paid the expenses of Survey, and the Patent Fees? 
A. The ex pcnses of Survey were at first, I believe, paid by the Crown, 

the Patent Fees by the Grantees. 
Q. Who presented the Petition, attended it through its progress, and 

exerted himst: lf to obtain a successful result ? 
A. The Leaders at first, and afterwards Agents were employed by the 

Leaders, but this was a private transaction. 
Q. Who paid the Agent for this trouble l 
A. The Leader. 
Q. Did the Leaders obtain any and what remuneration or reimburse

ment for the above services and expenses? 
A. I have gene ally understood that the Associates in consideration of 

two hundred acres clear to them free of all expense, conveyed to the Lea• 
der their temaining one thousand acres, but this was all by private agree· 
ment, and therefore might vary, sometimes more sometimes less; or there 
might have been other consideration<;. 

Q. Were the arrangements of this nature private, or were they notori
gus and public ? 

A. It was generally understood so publicly. 
Q During the administration of General Prescott, were there not ma· 

DY applications pending before the Council ? 
A. There were many pending, but they had been principally made du .. 

ring Lord Dorchester's time. 
Q. What length of time had those applications been pending? 
A .. I think the greater part of them laid over for years, before any Pa• 

tents were issued. 
Q. What was the nature of the differences between Uis Excellency 

General Prescott and the Executive Council, so far as you feel yourself 
at liberty to state these things? 

A. I understood it to be 1 ~cting the land granting business. When 
the land granting bu~iness was ~rst eommenced, there was a 11et of Books 
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ca\led the Land Books, which were considered to be open and 'publie, 
as distinguished from another set of Books, called the State Journals. 

Q. Did you not incur the displeasure of the Council, in consequence o.f 
acting under this impression that the Land Journals were public ? 

A. Yes. 
·. Q. Had the parties making application for land free access to the 
King's instructions respett•ng waste lands of the Crown ? 

A. They had access td the Journals by means of ex.tracts, they had 
no access to the King's instructions. 

Q. Were th~re any and what fees received by the Clet k of the Exe
cutive Conn'c1l, for services rendered by him in the land granting business ~ 

A• In the beginning there were no fees. I think there were none 
during the whole time that Mr. Williarns was in that Office. About 
the time that Mr. Ryland came into that Office as a Clerk of the Execu
tive Council, I believe there was a Tarif of Fees for the different offices 
concerned in the land granting business. 

Q. Was the Tarif established in England, or in the Executive Coun· 
cill 

A. In the Executive Council I think. 
Q. Is not that Tarif in direct c;ontravention of His Majesty's instruc

tions ? 
A. I cannot say. I think there were.no Fees in Mr. Williams' time, 

but I think there were seme all'Owed in Mr. Rvland's time. Over and 
above the fees charged in the Tarif, there were fees charged for extracts 
from Journals from the Land Book by Mr. Ryland, but I think not by 
Mr. Williams. I believe the reason why no fees were taken at first, was, 
that the Grantees might have their lands free of expense. 
· Thomas Lee; Esquire, Notary Public, appeared before your Com
mittee. 

Q. Hue you had any and what means of becoming acquainted with 
the manner of applying for and obtaining grants of Land in the Town
ships? 
A~ I have had an opportunity· of knowing what is done to obtain lands 

in the Townships, having been a Notary's Clerk ·with Mr. Voyer the 
younger, in 1799, 1800, 1801, 1802 and 1803, at the time many of 
those lands were granted tO various persons. 

Q. What is the Import of the term "Leader" of a Township, and 
who are the persons known by the name of'' Associates". 

A. By" Leader," I understand a person who associates himself with 
a number of persons to obtain those lands or Townships, and by " Associ
ates'11 the same individuals, who for a trifle reconvey to the Leader the 
lands which the Government has granted them, after having obtained 
l;etters Patent. 

Q. In what proportions are the grants to the Leader and the Associ-
ates made in the )atent which is ultimately issued? J 

A. A s well as I can recollect twelve hundred acres of land were granted 
to the Leader and each of his Associates indiscriminately. 

Q. Who paid the expenses of Su.rvey and the Patent Fees ? 
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'A. The Leader. 
Q. Who presented the Petition, ·attended it through its progre&s and 

exerted him t.elf to obtain a successful result ? 
A. The Leader, or an Agent whom he employed, for the Associates 

were merely nominal 
Q Did the Leader obta}n any and what remuneration or reimburse• 

ment for the above services and expenses ? 
A. The remuneration uf the Leader con;; isted in the reconveyance 

which the .-\ssoc1ate made to him for a tr fle, that is to say fifteen or 
twenty sh:lling._, as soon as the letters l ateut were obtamed from Govern• 
men t 

Q. \Vhat was the description of persons whose names were used as As. 
aocia tes, were they pe• sons likely to make actual Settlement or other· 
w1se? 

A· The first person that offe~d was taken, provided he took the oath 
of allegiance to the King of Englaud. 

Q How were S•gnatures obtained to the Petition , and what \verc 
the motives and consideratrt>ns held out to the As oc1ates generally ? 

A. By promismg them fifteen or twenty shillings, sometimes less. 
Q. Have you any knowledge of a less quantity than one thousand acrea 

being st ipulated for by the Leader ? 
A . Not to my knowledge. 
Q. Have you any knowledge of the Associates assigning or agreeing 

to ass1gn their interests in the two hundred acres previous to the isllumg 
the Patent, and did this occur frequently ? 

A Almost in every case. 
Q. What was the average price of Waste Lands of the Crown at that 

time? 
A. ( t varied, tht>re were some of which the average price was from 

two shillings tn two shillings and sixpence per acre, but they were in ge• 
neral worth from one shilling to one shillmg and three penc~, according 
to the situation of the Land. 

Q What is their average price now ? 
A. I have no ldea. 
Q. What quantity of Waste Lands of the Crown have you in you 

possession.? 
A. I had some at that time, but I have parted with them since. 
Q. Are there not many individuals within this Province, whose pur. 

suits are altogether foreign from Agriculture, and who possess large tracts 
of Waste Lands of the Crown ? 

A. Yes, a great many, which has impeded the progress of the popula· 
tion and the welfare of the Country. · 

Q. How many such persons do you know ? 
A. Almost all the persons named iri the General Statement of the 

Crown Lands granted in Free and Common So<'cage to various pe._-sonr 
aince 1795, in the Topography of Canada oy Jos. Bouc:hette Esqutre. 

Q . Do you know, . or ha~e you reason to· believe th~t ther..: are many
peraona resident in th1a Provmce or elsewhere, po~aessmg tracts of Land 
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of from twelve hundred acres upwards to sixty thousand acres, who h3ve 
' laid out no money upon them, and have not performed the Settlement 
duties? 

A. I believe that excepting the expense of Survey &c. the persons 
named in the above mentioned General Statement, have not laid out a sin
gle halfpenny on clearing them or advancmg the1r cultivation. 

Q. Do yot. think that any person of British extraction upon the Con
tinent of North America, disposed to become an actual Settler, would 
accept fifty or one hundred acres of the ungranted and Waste Lands of 
the Crown, on condition of effecting an actual Settlement thereon? 

A. I think there are none, for so small a quantity of land would not 
indemnify any person for the privations and expenses to which such Set4 

tlements are liable bv their remoteness from the settled lands. 
Q. Have you kn~wn any instance of there being tendered to an actual 

Settler by the Provinc.ial Government a less quant1ty than two hundred 
acres since the last peace with !<"'ranee, and the consequent inftux of Emi· 
grants into these Proviuces from Great Brnain and Ireland ? 

A. I have not had an opportunity of knowing whether Government 
have made such offers or not, but l know the emigration from the mo• 
ther country has been considerable for several years. 

Q. What in your estimation has retarded the Settlement of those 
Lands? 

A. l think the Crown and Clergy Reserves added tn the Grants which 
have been made oflarge qtHmtities of land to various persons who delay 
selling them in ordel' to obtain a higher price, also the law of the Coun
try which does not extend to the Townships for the opening and repair 
of Highways, is one of the principal causes. 

Q Have you in your possession as Notary, any and what number of 
Instruments, by whi~;h Leaders ofT,"wnships entered into an agreement 
wich their Associat~s, by which the Associates bound themselves to 
transfer or reconvey a certain portion of their grants to the Leaders, and 
were or were not these iuatruments made in one and the same usual and 
accustomed form ? 

A. Since my becoming a Notary in 1805, I have not passed any act 
for the reconveyance of Lan4s granted by Government, except by the 
Associates for the Township of Hull, to Mr. Philemon W right, their 
Leader. 

Q. What wa!f the us~al quantity of land !IO reconveyed? 
A. In the case apovementione~ the reconveyance was one thousand 

acres, but general1y the Associates reconveyed the whole to their Leader. 
Q. ·were these Instruments executed secretly and covertly, or was not 

this mode of obtaining a larger grant than twelve hundred acres, as limit. 
ed by His Majesty's instructions, notorious and public ? 

,A. The granting of those lands to varipus persons has always appear· 
ed ' to me a privileged matter, although it was notorious and public, be
cause they were grante<} only to Executive Councillors and their Friends, 
hlVing endeavoured both for myself and my friends to obtain Crown 
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Lands with a view to settling them, I have ever expetienced on the part . 
of the Officers of Government who had the man<~gement of these matters, 
obstacles nearly insurmountable. 

Q. By whom wete these forms ptepared, as it was generally understood 
at the time, and as you bdievc? 

A. It was the present Chief Justice, who was then Attorney General, 
who dre~· the form by Lease and Release for the cases of John Black, the 
late Honorable John Y uuug, the late Joseph Frobisher, Isaac Todd, 
Montour, and many others, whose names I do not recollect. I know 
this, because, while a Clerk at Mr. V oyer's, [ u-ed to go to Mt. Sew· 
ell's myself for the Draught in order to have it pnnted. 

Q. Who printed these forms? 
A. The King's Printer. 

Jacques Voyer, Esquire, Notary Public, appeared before your 
Committee, and anfwered a!: followeth: 

A. Have you had any and what means of becoming acquainted 
with the manner of applying for and obtaining grants of lanJ in 
the Townships fituated on the fouthern ihore of the St. Lawrence? 

A. Yes I have, having applied for fome for myfelf, and for 
others on fever at occafions, a.; Land Agent, for many Townships, 
in the years 1800, 180 1, I 802, and 1803. 

Q. What is the import of the term " Leader" of a Townfhip, 
and who are the perfons known by the name of" Aifociates {" 

A. The Leader of a Township is the perfon who applies for 
the grant of lands forming a Townfhip, and the Aifociates are 
the perfons who lend their names to the Leader to obtain the 
fame. 

Q. In what proportions are the grants to the Leader and the 
Aifociates made in the Patent which is ultimately iifued? 

A. In an equal proportion of twelve hundred acres to each of 
them. 

Q. Who paid the expenfe3 of Survey and the Patent Fees? 
A. The Leaders of the Town!hips paid them in every cafe 

whic.h came to my knowledge and for whom I acted as Agent. 
Q. Who pref\!nted the Petition, attended it through its pr~ 

grefs, and exerted himfelf to obtain a fucceffful refult l 
A. The Leaders or their .-\gents. 
Q. Who paid their Agents for this trouble ? 
A. The Leaders. 
Q Did the Leaders obtain any and what remuneration or re

imburfement for the above fervkes and expenfes ? 
A. Previous to their taking any fteps for obtaining a grant, the 

Leaders of the Townlhips entered into an agreement with their 
Aifociates, by which the Aifociates bound themfelves to transfer 

ne thoufand acres, and in some inftances eleven hundred acres of 
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the lands which they were to obtain by the grant, in confiderati
on whereof the Leaders obliged themfelves to pay all the cxpen
fes which were to be incurred for the furvey of the lands and for 
the obt<tining of the grant. 

Q. Have you in your pofreffion as Notary, any and what num
ber of inftruments of th~ defcriptiOn last mentioned, and were 
they or were they not in the usual and accuftome<..l form ? 

A I have execttted inftruments of this description tor at least 
ten Townfhips, the exact nurnber I cannot tell, they were in the 
ufual and accuftomed printed form. Immediately after the iifuing 
of the Letters Patent, the agreement or inftrument above alluded 
to was followed and carried into effect by the execution of deeds 
executed by the Affociates, thereby convey!ng to the Leaders in 
{ull right one thouf~md acres, and in fome inftances eleven hun .. 
dred acres as Clbove mentioned. 
· Q. Could you furnifh to rbe Committee Copies of the inftru• 

ments you have juft now mentioned ? 
A. I could, having the originals in my poffeffion. 
WhereLtpon Mr. V oyer wa~ requefted to furnish the Committee 

with all convenient diligence Copies of the above mentioned 
forms. 

Q. Were thefe infl:ruments executed fecretly and covertly, or 
was not this moJe ot obtaining a larger grant tiun twdve hundred 
acres, as limited by His Majeily's ind:ructions, notorious and pub
lic? 

A. They were executed publicly and were notorious to all the 
\Vorld. 

Q. By whom were thefe Forms prepared as it was generally un .. 
derftood at the time, and as you believe? 

A. I underftood, when they were first handed to me, that they 
had been prepared by His M<~jefty's Attorney General at that 
time; the perf(m who gave them to me told me fo. In confe· 
quence of which, and of the correctnefs of form, as coming from 
fuch high authority, I cauted the fame to be primed, and obtained 
confiderable employment ac; a Notary in thl fe tranfactions. 

Q. What was the defcription of perfom whofe names were 
ufed as Affociates, were they perfons likely to make actual Settle
ment or otherwife ? 

A. A few of them, ft1ch as thofe of the Town £hip of Shipton 
were likely to becomt- actual fettlers, the other., were generally 
poor people, who fold the two hundred acres which they had re• 
ferved by tl~ir agreement to the Leaders for a trifling confider• 
ation. 

Q. What was th.at confideration ? · 
A. From half a guinea to-eight d.O.llars;. I bought myfelf man 

(or half a guinea. 
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Q. HO\v were Signatures obtained to the Petition!, and what 
were the motives and confiderations held out to the Atfociates ge• 
nerally r 
. A. The Signatures were obtained from the A!fociates in con'fi. 

deration of the promife held out to the ·n that they s~ould obtain 
two hundred acres of the land which might be granted to them. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of a lef~ quantay than one thot1• 
fand acr~s b~ing fripulated for by the Leader ( 

A. Never, not only amongtt thofe which I have paffeJ ac; a No
tary, but alfo amongfl: thofe which I have feen, and which were 
numerous. 

Q. Have any knowledge of the Afsociates ailigning or agreeing 
to atiign their interest in the two hundred acre~ previous to the 
iffuing the patent, and did this occur frequently ( 

A No 
Q. What was the average price of the wai1:e lands of the 

Crown at that time? 
A. A bout fix pence per acre. 
Q. What is tht:!ir average price now ( 
A . . If I take it as a rule that the thing i!i only worth what it 

would fetch, they are not mor<> worth now, but I would not fell 
mine no\V for lefs than two shillings and fixrence. They may be 
worth about two shilling~ and fixpence per acre, but I think that 
th~y could not fetch more than fixpence per ac;re ready cash. 

Q. What quantity of WaH:e Lands of the Crown have you in 
• your poffeffion ? 

A A bout thirty thoufand acres. 
Q Have you caused to be cleared and inclosed any and what 

quantity of land and at what price and when ? 
A. I have caufed about eighty acres to be cleared in the Town• 

ship of Frampton, at the expenfe of about ten dollars the acre. 
Q. What is the quantity of Stock in your potfeffion, and have 

you erected any and what buildings upon the faid land. 
A. The land I have fince fold, and I have no .Stock in my pos• 

feffion. 
Q. Of the remainder of the fa id thirty thoufand acres, have you. 

caufed to be cleared and enclofed any and what quantny, at what 
price and where ? 

A I have not. I have fo!d various lots of the fame, which are 
partly cleared. 

~- At what price or prices upon an average, were the fame 
fold, and by whom were the clearings upon the fame eft~cted l 

A. I fold the greater part at one shtlling lhe acre, and the r~ 
mainder from two shillings to two shi!1ings and 4lx.pen,e, the 
clearings were effeCted by the purchalen. 



Q. Have you ereCted any and what buildings upon the remainq 
der of the faid land, and of what value? 

A. I have not. 
· Q. Have you any knowledge that Lands in the acrual occupa

tion of different individuals and improved by them, haqe been 
fubrequently granted to other individuals, in the manner above 
mentioned, and to what extent? 

A. I have not a perfonal knowledge of the fact, but heard dif
f-erent perfons complain that it had been the cafe with regard to 
them. 

Q. Is this not a matter of public notoriety, and have you any 
doubt on the fubject ? ' 
· A. From the knowledge I have of the character of the perfons 
who made the complaint, I have no doubt but what it is true-, 
but I do not think it is a matter of public notoriety. 
· Q. Are there not many perfons within this Province whofe pur .. 
fuits are altogether foreign from Agriculture and who poffefs like 
yourfelf large tracts of W afi:e Lands of the Crown ? 

A I know fame perfons who like myfelf hold large tracts of 
land, and whofe purfuits are foreign from Agriculture, but who 
have expended larg· fums of money to have them fettled. 

Q. How many fuch perfons do you know ? 
A. I know two only from my own knowledge. 
Q. Do you know or have you reafon to believe that there are 

many perfons refident in this Province or elfewhere, poffeffing 
trc.Cl:s of land of from twelve hundred upwards to fixty thoufand 
acres, who have laid out no money upon them, and have not per
formed the fettlement duties ? 

A. I believe that there are many perfons in the Province and 
elfewhere, who do poifefs large tracts of those lands, who have 
]aid out no money or very little upon them, and they have not 
performed the Settlement duties. 

Q. Do you think that any perfon within this Province dispofed 
to become an actual Settler would accept fifty or one hundred 
acres of the ungranted and waste lands of the Crown, on condi
tion of effecting an actual Settlement thereon ? 

A. No, I am fure they would not, for to my personal know
ledge all the militia men to whom a grant of one hundred acres 

' for private~, and two hundred acres for non-commiffioned Qffi .. 
cers, were offered for their fervices during the late American war, 
on paying the patent fees, would not accept them ; and I have my• 
[elf on feveral occafions offered half a lot of land to individuals in 
a Township partly fettled, if they would go and aCtually settle it, 
and I have not found one that would accept of the offer. 

Q. Have you known any infi:ance of there being tendered tO 

an actual Settler by the Provincial Government a lefs quantity 



than two hundred acres fince the last Peace with France, and the 
confequent influx of Emigrants into thefe Provinces from Great 
Britain and Ireland? 

A. There was never any leffer quantity than two hundred acres 
tendered to Settlers previous to the last peace with France ; four 
hundred acres were granted to the militia men who had ferved du
ring the Blockade of Quebec, in 177 5. 

Q . Do the large traCl:s of land held by yourself and others in 
the Townships, and who do not refide there, and improve ~nd 
cultivate the fame, yield any and what revenues to t!:te proprietors 
thereof? 

A. They do not, they are a source of expense, trouble, plague 
and anxiety. 

Q. I prefume then that yourfelf and the others would willing
ly furrender thefe lands to the Cro\Yn to get rid of this fource of 
expenfe, care and anxiety? 

A. I would not by any means, but I would cheerfully and wil
lingly give one half of them to individuals who would go actually 
to fettle upon them. 

Q. How do you and the other large proprietors generally ex
peer to be indemnified for this expenfe1 trouble and anxiety ? 

A. I do not expecr to be indemnified for my trouble and ex
penfe. 

Q. What in your eftimation has retarded the Settlement of 
thefe Lands ? 

A. It may be attributed to the following causes: 
1 u. To the Tenure under which they were originally granted, 

which confidering it with the difadvantages under which it was 
eftabli!hed, to wit: The right of referving two feventh parts of 
the lands thereby granted, was not calculated to promote and en
courage the fettlement thereof. 

2°. To the great number of grants which were made within too 
!hort a period, of wild lands which covered a furface of from twen
ty to forty-five miles, and which from the great difrance to which 
the moft part of them were from the Settlements, were inacceffi
ble to the owners thereof. 

3 °. In not having laid out, previous to the granting of any 
of the faid Wafie Lands, three grand routs or roads leading from 
the respective Towns of Quebec, Montreal and William Henry, 
to the Lines, and in not having granted immediately after, all the 
lots on both fides thereof to actual Settlers, who in that cafe 
would have kept the fame in repair in summer, and in a fiate fit 
to travel upon in the winter. The want of thofe grand routs or 
·roads, from which partial roads might have been made at a very 
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{mall expenfe fo communicate into the Townships laying on the 
right and left thereof, has, I fincerely believe, materially contribu
ted to retard the Settlement of chofe Lands. 

4 ° . To the Clergy and Crown Referves. Thefe have been 
·and I am convinced continue to be an infurmountable obftacle to 
the Settlement of thofe lands. The difficulties, inconvenience 
and extra labours which they occafion to Settlers cannot be enu
merated; suffice it to fay, that Settlers cannot move or take a 
:fiep towards cultivating and improving their lands but what they 
are in the way. 

Mr. Alexander Rea, appeared before your Comrr.ittee. 
I was formerly a Merchant, but at prefent I am forming a Set

tlement in the Townships of Rawdon and Kildare. I explored 
laft September the Township ofRawdon partially, and the ungran .. 
ted part of Kildare. I explored about eleven miles square of thefe 
two Towniliips, lying north of Montreal; the quality of the land 
is fully Settlement worthy, and owing to local advantages I think 
it preferable to land on the South fidt: of the River, though the 
foil is not qu ·~ e fo good. I am certain there is full one hundred 
thoufand acre c:.; of good and cultivable land lying between the Sej. 
griiories of Daillebout and the Ottawa, in the rear of Valtrie and 
the adjoining Seigniories, and I have good reafon to think that 
there is double that quantity. I have often travelled through the 
Townfhips on the South fide of the River St. Lawnnce, and I 
have fome loc2.l knowledge of the fituations and circumftances of 
many of them The retention of the Crown and Clergy Referves 
together with the large quantities of land obtained by Grants -and 
purchafed by different individuals on fpeculation, who have not 
and never had any intention of fett ling or improving the fame, 
has injured the Settlement of the Country very materially. 

Q. What numbers of Britifh Emigrants have found refuge jn 
an acrual Settlement on the lands obtained from Government 
in this Province, fince the laft peace with France? 

A. From one hundred and fifty to two hundred on the fouth 
and north fide of the St. Lawrence, not including the Townihips 
on the Grand or Ottawa River. 
t· Q. What i'i the average time before the applicants obtain their 
their Location Tickets, and are enabled to fettle on their lands? 

A. Were all due difpatch ufed by the Emigrant or his Agent, 
at thofe particular feafons of the year, when the i1tting of the 
Council does not interfere with other public dutie~, the neceffaTy 
papers could 'be obtained in three weeks, but otherwife it has of,. 
ten extended from 6 weeks to three months. 
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Thcre was a Report made by the Council on the lst Decembr-1 
lafr, accompanied by a plan of Settlement:;, which promises to do 
away with the delay and obftacles which hitherto have exifted in 
the Emigrants obtaining their Grants, and under the foftering 
care of His Excellency the Governor Earl Dalhoufie, who has gi
ven it every attention, I have no doubt, as far as circumftanccs 
will permit, every thing will be done for obviating the difficulties 
under which they may be placed. 

Q. Are there any perfons concerned in the administration of 
Jufrice, who are Members of the Executive Council ? 

A. The Chief J uftice of the Province is Prefident of the Council, 
and two Judges are Members. 

Q. How many days in the year are occupied by the fitting of 
the Courts of J uftice ? 

A. One hundred and forty days, whereof twenty happen ~t 
that particular feafon of the year which is peculiarly diftreffing to 
the Emigrant. 

Q. Is not the delay in granting the Jand a material inconveni
ence to the Emigrant ? 

A. Owing to this delay the unavoidable expenfe incurred, and 
the detriment fuftained by lofs of time in improving his land, is a 
great inconvenience particularly when the finallnefs of his means 
are taken into conGderation. 

Q. What is the ufual Fee of Agency, when an Agent is em
ployed by the Emigrant at Quebec ? 

A. From thirty-five to forty fhillings for an affociate grant of 
twelve hundred acres, when it exceeds this quantity there is then 
an allowance of five per cent. upon the amount of grants obtained. 

Q. Would this Fee be exacted from an Emigrant, applying fo 
two hundred acres or lefs? 

A. Yes. 
Q. What are the Fees the Emigrant is fubjected to over and 

above this charge of Agency? 
A. The Fee of the Clerk of the Council. on prefenting the Pe ... 

tition for one or more individuals, if of the fame family, is fifteen 
ihillings and fixpence; the Surveyor-General's Certificate of one 
or fix lots being ungranted, two shillings and fixpence; the Cer
tificate at the Provincial Secretary's Office, two shillings an~ fix
pence; on obtaining the order in Council, a further fee of fe~en 
shillings and eight-pence to the Surveyor-General for the Locat10~ 
Ticket ; all of which fees except the bft, are lost to the Emi
grant, if the prayer of his Petition is not granted. 

Q. In the event of more than one individual joining in the 
fame Petition, is the fee of fifteen shillings and fixpence charge4 
on each name or not ? 
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A. Although there should be a hundred names in the faid Pe" 
tition, the Fee of fifteen shillings and fixpence is exaCted from 
every one, unlefs the parties ftand in the relation of father and 
child, brother and fifter, and uncle and nephew. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the inftru8:ions which may 
have been given to the Executive of this Province, refpeCting the 
granting of the W afte Lands therein ? 

A. The only knowledge which I have and can have is from 
public report, and from the perufal of a printed proclamation of 
Lord Dorchefter, :md alfo of the ExtraCts of the Minutes of the 
Council of 11th June, 1798. 

Q. Whence did you obtain the Copy of the Minutes of the 
Council above alluded to? 

A. I obtained it from Mr. James Fraser, at Montreal, who 
found it amongft the Papers of his deceafed Son. 

Q. Were any of your ·ancefiors Loyalifts, leaving the old Bri
tish Colonies, now the United States, at the breaking out of the. 
Revolution ? 

A. My Grandfather and my Father left New-York at the eva
cuation of that place by th:e British Forces in the year 1783, and 
they firft went to Shelburnc in Nova-Scotia, and came to this
Country in 1796 aad 1799. 

Q. Did your Anceftors suffer any lofres in confequence of at• 
taching themfelve-s to the Loyaliffs? 

A. My Grandfather's Eftate worth five tho-ufand pounds, wa-s 
confifcated and fold, for which he received from th~ British Corn-. 
miffioners an indemnity of fix hundred pounds. 

Q. Did your Grandfather receive any grants of land in this 
Province as a Loyalift ? 

A. He Petitioned the Governor in Council feveral times unfuc~ 
cefffully, and I have now pending before His Excellency in Coun
cil a Petition to that effeCt. My Grandfather having been unfuc
cefiiul, my father did not petition the Governor. 

Q, Was it not well known in 1792 and I 796; and is it not 
well known now, that His Majefi:y's Government should not 
grant more than twelve hundred acres to any individual, and that 
upon condition of actual Settlement l 

A. I invariably underfto-od and have known fuch to be the cafe; 
that all afsociated applicants or others were not to receive more 
than the quantity mentioned, with the exception of Loyalifrs, the 
heads of w hofe families were to receive twelve hundred acres, and 
their wives and children two hundred each. 

Q. Was · it not notorious from 1792 down to 1803, that thefe 
inftructions 'vere evaded by the Prov~ncial Government, and by 
what manner were they fo evaded ? 



A. Yes; the mode of evading H;~ IV!ajefi:y's infiruCl:ions was 
generally this, a perfon coming forward with ten, t\Yenty or forty
affociates was enabled to obtain a grant of one fourth, one half or 
the whole of a Township of forty-four thoufand acres, making the 
allowance to each alfociate of twelve hundred aues, By engage
ment under bond betwixt the Affociates and the Leader, be would 
obtain a Patent for the whole in the n:une as well of the Leader as 
of the Aifociates, whereupon a conveyance was made by each Af
fociate to the Leader of one thoufand acres out of twelve hundred. 

Q. Was the evafion practifed fecretly or publicly l 
A. No, it was quite a pLtblic thing. 
Q. In th~ [election of the objects of this Bounty of the Provin

cial Government, was any reference had to the means or inclina• 
tions of the individuals to effect an actual fettlement of thofe lands ? 

A. l have alwavs underfi:ood there was, in as much a<.> it was 
always ftipulated, t~hat a certain proportion of the Setdement Du
ty should be performed within the different periods of three; 
five and feven years. 

Q. Of the different individuals to whom one fourth, one half 
or whole Townships have been granted, did any perfon actually 
fettle thereon ? 

A. Yes ; I think I could name eight or ten. 
Q· Were there many amongfl: thofe grantees, who from th~ir 

fituation in life could not have been expected to fettle perfonally 
on thefe Townships, or fuperintend the Settlement thereof? 

A. Many of them could not. 
Q. Are there not large tracts of land in the poffeffion of many 

individuals who have not effected and are not likely to effect any 
settlement thereon, and who hold them till their value is increa
fed by the exertions of individual fettlers ? 

A. It is notorious that fome of the first Townfhips on the fouth 
fide of the River are held and the fettlement thereof retarded, to 
the great injury of the aftual Settler, by perfons who obtain grants 
to the extent of one fourth, one half and a whole Township, I 
must likewise obferve that fcveral Townfhips on the banks of th<t 
Grand or Ottawa River, are held by perfons on the fame principle, 
to the great detriment of thofe perfons already fettled, and 
the extenfi ve fettlements that are now in a ftate of progrcfs on the 
upper parts of the River. 

0. Is there not an unequal difrribution of Lands in the Town-
ihiPs? . . 
. A. Certainly, very much fo, to the great detriment of the prm .. 
.cipal part of the inhabitants . 

. Q. Is there a more equal distribution of the lands in the old 
Scigniori~s ? 
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· A. Very much fo. The principle upon which the Seigniories 
are conceded tends to an equal diftribution of lands. 

Q. Is it not true that the Earopean Settler has a prejudice 
againft the Seigniorial tenure, and that the French Settler has a 
prejudice againft Free and Common Soccage ? 

A. I have invariably found it to be the cafe. 
Q. Are there any Canadians fettled in the Townihips? 
A. Yes, a few and very few. 
Q To what caufe do you <lttribute the Canadians not Settling 

ip the Townfuips? 
A. Principally to their Religious, Social and Local habits, to 

their prejudices in different degrees, to Free and Common Soc
cage, and to the difference between their Religion, Language and 
habits and the Religion, Lauguage and habits of the inhabi
tants of thofe Townships, and they and their anceftors having 
been in the habit of receiving land from the Seigniors, without 
the disburfement of Funds, on paying a moderate annual rent. 

Q. Of the Emigrants who arrived at this Port in the years 1815, 
1816, 1817, 1818 and 1819, didar.y of them find their way to 
the United States of America ? 

A. From ocular demonfl:ration and information upon which I 
can rely, I am confident that during the years mentioned not lefs 
than three thoufand have paffed into the United States, and I be
lieve that this number may be doubled. In the year 1819 I was 
travElling in the United States, in the western parts of Penfylva ... 
nia, New-York and Ohio, where I met them in companies from 
ten to twenty, all of whom came out by the way of Quebec. 

Q. I~ the furplus of the Agricultural part of the population of 
Lower-Canada confiderable ? 

A. Yes, from the opportunities I have had of obferving, I think 
it is very confiderable. 

Q. Is there a~y difficulty in effecting a Settlement in Seigniories 
out of this population ? 

A. In Seigniories where the land is good and the rent moderate, 
and facilities given in the opening of roads by the Seignior, which 
it is greatly his interest to do, there is no difficulty. 

Q. You fay you have explored the Townships in the rear of 
Lavaltrie, St. Sulpice, and the adjoining Se1gniories, what inter., 
nal communications, in your opinion will be requirt>d for the be .. 
nefit of thofe Townfhips? 

A. A general Road running through the Townships from the 
Daillebout Seigniory to the head of the Long Sault on the Grand 
River in the Township of Grenville, as per the p~an which is ly
ing in the Civil Secretary's and Surveyor-General's Offices, will 
tertainly be a grand object in fettling thofe Townships, and alfo 
very advantageous for that part of the Country generally, befi..de$ 
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opening a direct communication between the City of Quebec, and 
the Grand or Ottawa River, and the Civil and Mi.itary Settlements 
on the fame. 

Q. Do you think that the road Statute as it at prefent fiands, is 
as applicable to the Townfhip5 as to the Seigniories? 

A. Not by any means, the plan on which they are laid out is 
fo oppofite that it cannot apply; in addition to this the Crown 
and Clergy Referves and large grants are obll:acles very much op
pofed to it, and for which a provifion ought to be made in the 
Road Act. 

Q. Do you think that the ell:ablishment of Register Offices 
would have a good ('.ffect in t)ettling the Townfhips? 

A. Yes; I am certain that th~ Province in general would feel 
the benefit of them very much, hue more efpecially the Town
ships. 

P. E. Desbarats, Efquire, appeared before your Committee: 
Q. Have you had any and what means of becoming acquainted 

with the manner of applying for and obtaining grants of Land in 
the Townfhips ? 

A. I became acquainted with the manner of applying for and 
obtaining grants of Lands in the Town:lhips in the year 1796, 
through the late Honorable Hugh Finby, who was then Chair
man of the Board of the Land granting department, who advifed 
me to Petition for a whole Towniliip as a Leader, which I did, 
praying for twelve hundred acres of land for myself, and twelve 
hundred acres for each of thirty-nine Affociates, in the Townlhip 
of Bedford, in the Dill:riCt of Montreal. 

Q. What is the import of the term " Leader" of a Townfhip, 
and who are the perfons known by the name of" Affociates": 

A. I underftand by the term Leader, that he is the perfon who 
is to make the neceffary applications, and incur all the expenfes 
previous to the obtaining of the Patent, and alfo to pay all fees 
that may become due on the iffuing of the faid Patent for a grant 
of land. 

Q. In what proportions are the grants to the Leader and the 
Affociates made in the Patent which is ultimately iffued? 

A. By the Royal lnflruC\:ions which were made known in the 
year 1796, each Leader had a right to tnake an application and 
obtain for himfelf and thirty·nine aifociates twelve hundred acres 
of land each ; but in confideration of the heavy expenfes which 
the Leader was obliged to incur, previous to his obtaining the 
rrrant a bond was generally entered into between the Leader and 
~he Affociate, by which the latter bound himfelf to convey to the 
former one thoufand acres out ofhis twelve hundred. 

Q. Who paid the expenfes of Survey, and the Patent Fees? 
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A. The Leader, as above mentioned. 
Q. Who prefented the Petition, attended it through its pro-

grefs, and exerted himfelf to obtain :1 fucceiTful refulc ? 
A. The Leader alfo. or his Agent. 
Q. Who paid the Agents for this trouble ? 
A. The Leader. 
Q. Did the Leaders obtain any and what remuneration or re

imburfements for the above fervices and expenfes ? 

A. This is anfwered by a previous anfwer. 
Q. Have you in your own poff'effion any and what number of 

Jnftruments or Bonds of the defcription laft mentio"ned, and were 
they or were they not in the ufual or accuftomed form ? 

A. I have feme in my poifeffion executed in my own favour, 
they confift in a deed of leafe and rele·afe in the Engliili form, 
and of a transfer in the Cuftomary form of this Country. 

Q. Were thefe Infirumems executed fecretly and covertly, or 
was not this mode of obtaining a largt-r grant than twelve hun• 
dred acres, as limited by His Majefi:y's Infi:ructions, notorious 
and public? 

A. It was public and well known throughout the Province. 
Q. By whom were thefe forms prepared, as it was generally 

underftood at the time, and as you believe ? 
A~ To my certain knowledg~ various forms of thofe deeds 

were drafted by His Majefty's then Attorney General. 
Q. Are you Law Printer to His Majefty? 
A. Yes, I have been fo fince the year 1798. 
Q· Have you any and what knowledge that thefe forms were 

printed for the ufe of the Leaders ofTown!hips, and by whom? 

A. Yes, I have, many were printed, and I believe the great
eft part, at my Printing Office. 

Q. Who were the Agents employed by the Leaders of Town
:fhips at that time ! 

A. The principal Agents were Mr. Phillips and Mr. Vonden
ve1den. 

Q. Did they or either of them hold any office or offices of trufi: 
or emolument under the Government ? 

A. Mr. Phillips was Clerk of the Houfe of Affembly, and Jn
fpector of Flour at the Port of Quebec ; Mr. Vondenvelden was 
A ffi.fiant Surveyor-General of the Province. 

Q. What was the defcription of perfons whofe names were ufed 
as Afi"odates, were they perfons likely to make an actual Settle
ment or otherwife ? 
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A. They were generally Canadian F<Jrmers, very few of theii\ 
1ikely to become Settler-; in the Townships. 

Q How were Signatures obtained to the Petitions and what 
were the motives and confiderations held out to the Affociates ge
nerally? 

A. The Signatures were generally obtained upon a promife to 
the Affociates that they lhould incur no expenfe, that they wou 1~ 
have two hundred acres to themfdves free; and if they wifhed 
to transfer thefe two hundred acres, they would receive from one 
to two guine;ls for thefe two hundred acres. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of a lefs quantity than one thou-
fand acres being fripulated for by the Leader? · 

A. No, I have no certain knowledge, but I have underftood 
that in fome cafes lefs than one thoufand acres was fripulated for 
by the Leader. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the Affociates affigning or 
agreeing to affign their intereft in the two hundred acres, previous 
to the iffuing of the Patent, and did this occur frequently ? 
· A. Yes, I believe it has been the cafe in fome inftances. 

Q. What was the average price of the wafte lands of the Crown 
at that time ? · 

A. It depended much upon the fituation of the land; I believe 
it was from one to five fhilllngs per acre. 

Q. What is the average price now? 
A It is variable for the fame reafons ftated in the above an

fwer ; I believe they fell from one !billing to forty. 

Q. What quantity of wafte lands of the Crown have you in 
your poffcffion ? 

A. About fix thoufand acres, having fold five thoufand five
hundred acres to the Honourable Mr. Juftice Pike. 

Q. Have you caufcd. to be cleared and inclofed any and what 
quantity of land, and at what price and where ? 

A. Yes, about two hundred acres on various lots in the Town
!hip of Frampton ; the average price for clearing has been from 
£2.-1 Os. to .;136. per acre. This fort of clearing leaves the frumps 
on the land, but it prepares it for feeding, and moft of the whole 
is enclofed. 

Mr. William Hall of the City of Quebec, appeared before your 
Committee, and gave the following anfwers to the queftions put 
to him:- : · 

Q.~ ·Are you proprietor· of any and what quantity of land on the 
fouth fhore of the River Saint Lawrence, and in any and wliat 
Townfuip l 
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A. In the Townfhip of Broughton I am proprietor of twenty
two thoufand acres, in the 'fownihip of Ely, nine hundred and 
fifty acres, in Stoke eight hundred acres, in Godmanchefter fe
ven hundred acres. 

Q. Have you had occafion to travel through any and what 
Townships? 

A. I have travelled through Broughton and Godmanchefter 
only-

Q. What is the number of Settlers in Broughton ? 
A. Ten in number. There is a great number of Settlers in 

Godmanchefter, but I do not know the number. My lands in 
that Townihip 1 believe to be all fettled without my permiffion. 

Q. Did you derive the above lands by grants from the Crown 
or by purchafe from individuals? 

.A. With refpeCl: to the Lands in Godmanchefter, I purchafed 
them from one Cunningham who had a Location Ticket, and the 
Patent for feven hundred acres came out in my name. With ref
pcct to thofe in Broughton, my uncle the late Henry Iuncken and 
myfelf were Leaders for that Townihip, and in that quality I got 
only twelve hundred acres from Government, and my uncle and 
I purchafed the remainder from the Affociates. With refpect to 
thofe in Ely, I purchafed them from Amos Lay. Thofe of Stoke, 
I purchafed from Ward Bailey the Father. 

Q. Of what defcription of perfons were the Affociates of whom 
you bought the Lands in Broughton ? 

A. They were Canadian Farmers of the Seigniories of Sainte 
Marie and Saint J ofeph near the fa id Townihip. 

Q. By whom was the Petition prefented to the Governor and 
the Survey obtained for the faid Lands ? 

A. By my Uncle and myfelf. 
Q. Who paid for the Survey? 
A. Government paid for the Surveying of one ha1f of the late

ral lines and we the other, a mofi: unneceff3ry expenfe,. becaufe 
thofe lines might be drawn jufi: as well at the same time the divi. 
fion lines are drawn, which said divifion lines were paid for by \lS. 

Q. Who paid the Patent Fees, as well for the lands granted to 
you as to your affociates ! 

A. My uncle and myfelf. 
Q. Was any part of them to be refunded to you ~y the aifo

ciates? 
A. No, no part. 

· Q· Had each aJTociate the fame quantity of Land as yourfelf? 
.A. The fame quantity was granted to the Affociates by the pa

tent as to ourfelves. 
Q. What is the amount of Patent Fees l 
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A. Three pounds fix fhillings and eight pence for one thoufand 
acres. 

Q· What are the expenfes of Survey ? 
A. About three hundred <md thirty pounds. 
Q. What is the price you paid for the lands in the other Town• 

fhips befides Broughton? 
A. One hundred and twenty pounds for the feven hundred 

acres in Godmanchefi:er, one hundred poundi for the nine hun
dred and fifty acres in Ely, and fifty pounds for eight hundred 
acres in Stoke. 

Q. What was your inducement to pay the expenfes of S11rvey 
and the Patent Fees of your Affociates as well as yourfelf, without 
any right to be reimburf~d for the fame ? 

A. The object was this; It was allowed by Government that 
one man iliould be as a LE-ader in a Townfhip, becaufe it was 
confidered that evt ry Affociate was not able to pay the Patent 
Fees, and Government confidered it a ihorter way, and to have 
to do with lefs people, to h01ve it done by one man, and to make 
as good a bargain with his Affcciares to reimburfe him in land for 
the expenfes that he had been at in Surveying and paying the 
Patent Fees 

Q· What was the ufual bargain between the Leaders and Af
fociates? 

A. The ufual bargain 'Was that the Aifociates returned back to 
the Leaders one thoufand acres, and kept only two hundred for 
themfeves, but my Atfociates ref.ufed to accept fo much as two 
hundred acres, faymg that their farm would be too large, and we 
agreed for one hundred acres. 

Q. You frated that the views of Government were con:fistent 
with the above rea!ons, what makes you believe fo ? 

A. Becaufe notorioufly fuch was the practice of the times, and 
becaufe many, and I believe all the Council were doing the same, 
with the exception of the Lord Biihop of Quebec. 

Q. Had you any converfation with any of the Council refpect
ing the granting of lands on that fyfi:em? 

A. I had no con~erfation myfeif; my uncle had frequent con
verfations with one of the Council, who could not fail to explain 
his views to him. 

Q• Were there not at the fame period a number of Citizens 
from the Eafiern States who had remained in America after the 
Peace of 1783, who applied for and obtained Townihips or part 
of Townfl1ips as Leaders? 

A. I know of nine of that defcription in Mr. Bouchctte's Lift, 
but there are many others whom I cannot particularize. 

Q. What is the general character and foil of that tract of Coun
g2 
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rear of the Seigniorial grants, the State of Maine and the Province 
Line. 

A. I have been through this part of the Country in feveral di
reCtions to the .Province Line, and alfo to the State of Maine. The 
Soil is generally good in all directions, the Country is not moun
.tainous, but in general with gentle fwell, and highly favourable 
to Agriculture and Grazing. 

Q. Has that Country, confidering its local fituation and advan
tages, made as rapid advances as it might have done ? 

A. No . 
. Q. What in your eftimation are the caufes that retarded its ad

vancement? 
A. So heavy blocks ofland falling into the hands of individuals, 

the Afrociates not willing to come forward and open roads, and 
the LC'aJer.s not being able to open them, and perhaps their not 
having feen their lands up to this day, and roads not having been 
made, has been the principal reafon that the Country has not been 
more fettled. 

Q. Do you think that the unequal diftribution of lands which 
the foregoing fyftem has caufed, did not alfo principally contri
bute to retard the Settlement thereof? 

A. If the large quantity of lands had fallen into the hands of 
persons having the inclination and the me~ns to go themfelvts 
and make improvements upon them, proportionate to the extent 
of ground which they received, I am inclined to think that this 
unequal diftribution of land would r~ther have advanced than r~
tarded the Settlement thereof. 

Q. Have any and if fo, how many of the L~ap~rs of Tow~fhips 
or parts of Town!hips made improvements proportionate to the 
extent of ground which they received from the Goyernemnt ? 

A. I know of nine, but there may be many more, which I 
cannot ftate. 

Q. Are there any and what Town!hips on which there have 
been no improvements made by the Leaders? 

A. There are many, but I cannot fiate the number. 
Wm. Bowron, Efquire, refiding at Foucault, ~alrlwell's Manor, 

appeared before your Committee, and stated as followeth: 
I am a native of Great Britain, born and educated in the village 

of Cacherftone, near Richmond, county of Y orkfhire, from whence 
I emigrated with my parents in- the year 1793 to America, an.d 
Settled at Champlain, Lat. 45, on the borders of I~ake Cham .. 

· plain, where I remained until the commenct:rnent of the late War 
with the United States, when I ~a me to Canada and have refi
ded fince at Montreal and. Ca!~~ell's Manor; the latter is my pre .. 

" 
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r-ent place of refidence; I have been fixteen years engaged in clear-· 
ing and improving wild lands, and in the Lumber Trade; during -
this period of time, I had an opportunity of feeing the commence-: 
ment and progrefs of many Englifh families who emigrated to that· 
part of the Country at the fame time, and have had an opportu..: 
nity of feeing and experiencing the many difficulties they have had 
to contend with in the commencement of new Settlements, and 
which might be much ameliorated by the aid of Government. · 

Q. Have you palfed through any and what Townfhips, and 
what is the extent of cleareJ lands in the fame, and the popula
tion thereof refpecti vely, and are there any and what Townfuips 
on the fouth fhore in which there are no clearings or fettlements! 

· A. I have paired through the Townfhips of Sherrington, He
mingford, Hinchinbrook, Potton, Sutton and Brome, but do 
not know the extent of cleared lands or population, nor am I ac
quainted with any Township in which there is no Settlement. 

~ Q What is the ftate of the roads in the faid Townships, and 
are there any and what caufes which ferve to advance or retard 
the improvement of the Internal Communications of the faid 
Townfhips? 

A. Generally fpeaking the roads are bad, owing I conceive to 
the number of Grantees non-refident, and the interfperfion of 
-Crown and Clergy lands, and the difficulties of having roads laid 
out and homologated according to law, the inhabitants having the 
who'e expenfe together with Fees of Office, which to a population 
where BJrter i~ the general circulating medium, are fcarcely pof~ 
fible to be collected, or from the poverty of many of the Setclers 
fcarcely to be borne, this I conceive can only be obviated by af
.feffing the lands of non-refidents, or obliging them to bear a por
tion of the expcnfe and labour in making and keeping ro:1ds in 
repair. 

Q. Are there any and what number of perfons in the faid 
Towniliips who h3ve fettlcd upon and improved wJfl:e lands of 
the Crown in the fame, which faid lands have fince the faid Set
tlement been granted by Patent under the Great Seai of the Pro
·vince to other individuals, and what is the number of the faid 
Settlers, and to what bufinefs, profeffion or occupation were ther 
educated, and what generally were the places of rcfidence, profes
.fion or occupations ·of the Grantees of the Crown, and have thefe 
latter made or attempted to make any Settlement or Settlements 
upon the fame ? - • 

A .. Th.ere are in the Township of Hinchinbrook I believe from 
eleven to twelve thoufand acres o£ land granted to perfons non-re-



46 

fident, many of whom are now refiding in the U fiited States~ 
fome dead and fome who left the Country foon after the lands 
were granted, and have ntver fince been heard of, there are alfo 
fome few families on thofe lands without any titles. The Town .. 
1hip of Hemingford has been chiefly granted and a large portion 
of it fettled, but the Settlers from poverty and want of Internal 
Communications, have moft of them abandoned their Farms and 
fold them for a trifling confideration to land Speculators, which 
are now held at fo high a rate by a few individuals, that it is un. 
likely that part of the Country will be settled foon. 

Q. What are the caufes which in your eftimation have contri
buted to advance or retard the Settlement of the faid Towniliips, 
and the propriety of the fame ? 

A. The principal inducement to perfons to fettle in the Town .. 
fuips would be the opening of Roads, efbblifhing Schools and 
Courts for the admini(tration of jufi:ice, particularly the recovery 
of ftnall debts, and for punifhing petty crimes and mifdemeanors, 
which would rid the Townthips very much of bad principled peo .. 
ple. and drive the lurking vagrants from their hiding pl:lces, par
ticularly in thofe Townfhips bordering on the Lines. I 1hould re
commend as one of the beft methods to f:icilitate the Settlement 
of the Townfhips, to have an Agent or Agents appointed who 
refided on the fpot, whofe duty it iliou1d be to locate the Settlers 
and to attend to the improvement of the Settlements, who fhall 
make an annual report to Government of the quantity of land 
c.Ieared, increafe of population, ftate of the roads, and afford all 
other information in his power for the object defired, in confide
ration of which he fhall be allowed ten acres per centum on fuch 
quantity of land as he !hall locate and fettle. That the Settler 
fuall not have a Deed of Grant until he !hall have built a houfe 
and cleared and cultivated twelve acres of land ou each hundred 
acres granted. The advantage to Government might be an in
ducement to have fuch an Agent appointed, who would see that 
the conditions of all grants were duly performed, and would grant 
Certificates to that effect previous to the Settlers obtaining deeds; 
the preventing improper perfons fettling thofe lands. The ad
vantage to the Settler would be very great, as he would then have 
a perfon at hand to locate him, and to whom he might apply in 
all cafes for information relative to Roads, Schools, &c. 

Mr. James M'Douall, of the City of Quebec, Merchant, aP
p~ared before your Committee, and gave the following informa• 
tion :-

Q. What di{hnce haYe y~u been in_ the r:ar 'of the aaual Set
tlements in the rear of the F1ef Mafqumonge ? 
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A. I have been about forty miles in the interior of the Country 
back of Lake St. Peter. 

Q. At what diflancc from Lake St Peter do the wafte lands of 
the Crown commence ? 

A. The W afie Lands of the Crown commence fomewhat abov 
twenty miles back of the Seigniory De Lanaudiere. 

Q. To what diftance from Lake St. Peter do the aCl:ual Settle
ments extend ? 

A. The aCtual Settlements from Lake St. Peter extend better 
than twelve miles. 

Q. What is the quality of the ground between the aCl:ual Set
tlements and the Wafie Lands of the Crown, and what is the qua
lity of the W at1:e Lands of the Crown in that direction, and the 
extent of cultivable ground? 

A. The quality of the ground between the actual Settlements 
and the waste lands is flt for E1nning. There is a good deal of bro· 
ken land, gullies and ravines and rocky ridge~. The quality ofTim .. 
ber is 1\faple, Beech, Birch, Elms and Pines. Around Lake 1\fasqui
nonge there is a good deal of marfhy Ground and wild Hay. The 
quality of the wafi:e Lands of the Crown in this direction improv 
and are better adapted for culture. As far as I have been in that di
rection with the exception of a Red Pine plain the foil is barren but 
the Timber is valuable. The quality of the foil in this Pine plain 
i> of a light foil, but preferred by fome from the warmth and 
lightness of the foil to any other. The Timber on the foil is aUo 
highly valuable for Settlers for bringing it to IVIarkct. 
· Q. What in your estimation has prevented the Settlements in 
the Seigniory of Mafquinonge from extending themielves hac~ 
to Lake IVLd~uinongc ? 

A. I undedlood from Mr. De Lanaudiere, in his life time the 
Seignior of 1\lafquinonge, that he did not wifh to make any grants 
to applicant Settlers, affigning amongfi: other reasons that the land 
would become more valuable in procefs of time, and that he prc ... 
fernd to fell them at Ss. per acre, and referve to himself a nomi
nal rent, carrying with it ordinary Seigniorial rights, fuch as 
Lods et Venfe !; , Co1s et Renles, &c. I applied for fome lands 
for fome of my workmen, and after great difficulty obtained 
them ; I alfo got fome for myfelf. 

Q. What extent of ground, and upon what conditions clid 
you obtain the~e lands for yourfelf and for your workmen ? 

A. The terms of thofe obtained for the workmen I do not re· 
collect. They got about one hundred acres each. I think it was 
agreed that they fhould pay a dollar an acre, and one fhilling and 
fixpence a year qn the whole. I obtained for myfelf about thr e 
thoufand acres, for which I paid him in 'aili three iliillings anci 
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ninepence per acre, and one £billing :md fix pence ye~rly for· the 
whole tract as an acknowlerlgment of his quality of Seignior. · 
: Q. What is the extent of Lake l\1aiquinonge? 

A. It is about four miles in length, and about a mile and a half 
in breadth. 

Q. What is the number and fize of the Rivers falling into the' 
St. Lawrence, beginning at the St . Maurice and ending at the Ot
tawa, how many of them are to the beft of your knowledge navi· 
gable, and to what diftance and for what veffels, what is the dis
tance from the fources of thefe Rivers, their direction and their 
length, and wh:tt is the expofure and climate of the Country wa
tered by them ? 

A. There are two fmall riv('rs at about eighteen miles from the 
St. Maurice, both called the Machiche Rivers, they are not na
vigable, but fufficient to drive Mills. Lumber has been floated 
frown from the largeft. River du I:.oup is is about nine miles fur ... 
ther up, it is of a greater magnitude than the two preceding, and 
.()n!y navigable for a few miles for Boats, and early in the Spring 
for River Crafts. River Mafquinonge is fix miles further up, and 
of the fame fize, it is alfo navigable for about eight miles for Boats 
and' Canoes. Twelve miles above this is a very fmall river, but 
tufficient to drive Mills a part of the feafon. River Berthier is 
about four miles further than this laft and not navigable for any 
diftance, but there is a confiderab!e body of water in it Then 
follows River L' Aflomption, whid1 is navigable at certain periods 
for Crafts to the Village of L' Affomption, how much further I do 
not know. The coude of all thefe Rivers is from the northward 
to. the fouthward and fouth-weft. I am not acquainted with their 
different fources. Some of those Rivers, as I have been informed by 
Hunters, Canadians and Indianc, fuch as the Rivers Mafquinonge 
and L' Aifomption take their fourcts from large Lak.es at the diftanc·e 
of about two hundred miles and upwards from the point in which 
they empty themfelves in the River Saint Lawrence, and they run 
through a great deal of rough and mountainous country. 
, Q. What in your eftimation is the diftance from the Saint Law
rence of the height of land which divide the waters which empty 
themfelves into the Hudfon's Bay from thofe which empty them
felves into the St. Lawrence? 
~ A. About two hundred miles in a direct line. In following the 
Rivers it must double that diftance. 
. Q. What is the exposure and what are the advantages or disad
vantages of that e~pofure with reference to climate of the country 
watered by- the laft mentioned rivers, and what is the comparative 
feverity ~n fuch portions of that country which you had occafion 
.(o e:lq~lore,:jn comparison to the climate of Quebec t . A. 
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A. The expofure of the Country \Vhich i had occalion to ex 
plore was a fouthern one. The climate more hofpitable and the 
soil more prodncti\'e than thofe of Quebt:c and its neighbourhood. 
I have reafon to fuppose that vegetation commences earlier in the 
tract of Country which I had occafiou to explore than on the fouth 
ihore of the Lake St Peter, probably from three days to a week. 

Q. 1-lave you any knowledge from general report or otherwite 
of the manner in which lands obtained by a Leader of a Township 
and his Affociates were ufually difi:ributed amonfi: them? 

A. I have underfi:ood that a Leader of a Township procuring 
forty Affociates, was to give two hundred acres to each, and that 
the remamder of the Township he got to himfelf I likewife un
derfi:ood that this Leader paid the expenfes of the Patent and Sur
vey, &c. and that frequently the Affociates redeeded their two 
hundred acres to the Leader~ 

Mr. 'Vebb Robinson appeated before your Committee. 
Q. Have you had any and what means of becoming acquainted with 

t he manner of applying for and obtaining grants of land in the Townships? 
A. Yes, I applied in the year 1815 for lands for a person as Agent. 

· Q. What is the import of the term Leader of a Township, and 
who are the persons known by the name of .. Associates ? 

A· The Leader of a Township is the person who applies for the 
grant of lands, and the Associates are the persons who leud their names 
to the Leader, to enable him to obtain the same. 

Q. In "'hat proportions are the grants ~o the Leader and the Asso-
ciates made in the Patent which is ultimately issued? 

A. In about 1200 acres to each of them. 
Q. Who paid the expenses of Survey and the Patent Fees? 
A. The Leader. 
Q. 'Vho presented the Petitio·n, attended it through its progress, and 

exerted himself to obtam a successful result ? 
A. The Leaders or their Agents. 
Q. Who paid the Agents for thia trouble? 
A. The Leader. 
Q. Did the Leaders obtain any and what remuneration or reimburse

ment for the ab 1Ve services and expeuses? 
A. The Associates only got a part of the Grant, which generally. con

sisted of a Lut of twn hundred acres, and sometimes they got nuthmg. • 
Q. \Vhat was the description of p'ersons whose names were u. ed a::. as

SOCiates, were they likely to make actual Settlem~nt:> . ot oth.erwts.:? 
A. They were not l1kely frum their situation m llfc, bemg generally 

poor p.·ople, to make any ac:ual Settlements. There are however some 
few exceptions. They generally retlirned or re.conveyed the1r share to 
the Leader. 

h 
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Q. What was the consideration ? 
A. A mere nothing. 
Q. How were signatures obtained to the: Petitions, and what wete 

the motives and considerations held out to the Associates generally ? 
A. The Leaders gent>rally promised to the Associates two hundred 

acres, sometimes less, sometimes nothing at all. 
Q, Have you any knowledge of a less quantity than one thousand 

acres being stipulated for the Leader? 
A. I have no knowledge about it. 
Q. Have you any knowledge of the Associates assigning or agreeing to 

asaign their interest in the two hundred acres previous to the issuing ot 
the l-'atent, and did this occur frequently ? 

A. Yes, l have knowledge of a Leader applying for lands, and some 
of the Associates agreeing to give Uf' their whole share. 

Q. What was the average price of the waste lands of the Crown at 
that time ? 

A. I cannot tell the exact value oflands at that time, but I sold my
se1f some lands in the year l8J 5, situated on the River St. Francis, at 
ten shillings the acre, but waste lands where there are no roads, are not 
saleable at all. They were sold at Sheriff's Sales in Lots of two hundred 
acres at thre{' or four pounds a Lot. Some could not he sold at all. 

Q. What quantity of waste lands of the Crown have you in your pos
session ? 

A. I cannot exactly tell the number of acres, but I believe eight or 
nine thousand acres. 

Q. Have you caused to be cleared and inclosed any and what quantity 
of land, and at what price and where ? 

A. No. 
Q. What is the quantity of Stock in your possession, and have you 

erected any and what buildings upon the said land ? 
A. I have no Stock, and I have not erected any buildings. 
Q. Have you any knowledge that lands in the actual possession and

occupation of different indiv1duals and improved by them, have been 
subsequently granted to other individuals, and to any and what extent? 

A. 1 know personnally of but one instance. A person living on an Is .. 
land in the River St. Francis, a number of years, and after having clear~ 
ed and settled almost the whole of it, it was granted to a not her individu
al, who, I understood, wanted to take it from him ;. this might have 
occurred in many other instances, but without my knowledge, my resi
dence being in Quebec ? 

Q. Are there not many persons in this Province whose pursuits are al
together foreign from Agriculture, and who possess like yourself large 
tracts of waste lands of the Crown ? 

A. Yes, there are numbers of individuals like myself, who hold large 
tracts of land and whose pursuits are foreign from agriculture. 

Q. Look at the general Statement of lands granted in Free and Com· 
mon Soccage in the Province of Lower-Canada, as contained in Mr. Bou. 
chette's \Vork, and tell the Committee how many were Leaders ofTown
~hips ? 



51 

A. There are seventy-two names, most of whom were Leaders of 
Townships, the other names contained in this Lisr, I do not know. 

Q. What is the total amount of lands granted to these indaviduals ? 
A. Abou~ one million and thirty thousand acres. 
Q. Did the Officers and Privates of the Canadian Militia menticned 

in that List, settle upon their Lands, or did they sell their rights to in· 
dividuals who bought them upon speculation, without any view of st!t• 
tling upon them themselves ? 

A. Generally speaking, the Privates sold their Lots to people of the 
last mentioned description. 

Q . Have you any and what means of knowing at what price these pri
vates sold their Lots of Lands ? 

A. My father purchased up a large number of these claims, for which 
he paid various prices, from two pounds the Lot to eight or ten pounds 
for indavidual Lots. I cannot say what was the average price, they were 
clearer then than they are now. 

Q. Has the value of waste lands in the Townships where there are no 
roads, increased or diminished since your father made these purchases ? 

A. I do not think that they have increased. 
Q. Do Lands of this description, sold at Sheriff Sale, after the usual 

advertisements m the Quebec Gazene of four months, sell now c:t a high. 
er price, than they would have done at the above mentioned period ? 

A. Yes, I think they do. 
A. Do you know or have you reason to believe that there are many 

persons resident in this Provmce, or elsewhere, possessing tracts of land 
from twelve hundred acres upward!; to forty-eight thousand acre:;, who 
have laid out no money upon them, and have not performed the Settle. 
ment duties ? 

A. I know of many persons possessing large tracts of lands, the exact 
extent of which I cannot state, who have not performed the Settlement 
duty. 

Q. Do you think that any person within this Province, disposed to 
become aQ actual Settler, would accept fifty or one hundred acres of the 
ungranted and waste lands of the Crown, on condition of effecting an 
actual Settlement thereon ? 

A. There are many persons of this description, but they are Emi
grants from Great Britain and Ireland. 

Q. W ot..ld the natives of this Continent of British extraction accept so 
small a grant upon the condition of actual Settlement ? 

A. I do not think they would. 
Q. Have you known any instar.ce of there being tendered to an actual 

Settler by the Provincial Government a less quantity than two hundred 
acres, since the last peace with France, and the consequent influx of 
Emigrants into these Provinces f!'om Great Britain and Ireland? 

A. I do not know any thing about it. 
Q. Did you ever hear of any grant of any quantity less than two hun

dred acres to an actual Settler previous to that period ? 
. A. No. 

h 2 
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Q. Do the large tracu of land held by your~elf and ~the.rs in thct 

~ro'wnships, and ~bo do not reside there an~ improve and cultivate the 
same, yield any and what revenues to the proprietor thereof .? 

A. There are five or six to my knowledge, there may be many more, 
but I do not know them, having not be~n often i~1 t~e Townships. 

Q. vVhat in your estimat~m~ ~as re~arded the Settlem~nt of thes~ La·· ds? ' ·' · · 
A. The want of Roads, and the Clergy and Crown Reserve~ iptersec

ting the Settlements. 
Q, Do you apprehend that the absence of the large landed proprietors 

and 'their neglectlllg their Settlement duties has mainly coutributed tp 
retard the Settlement of these Lands? 

A. I do not think that they have peen mainly the cause, but partly, 
the ch1ef obstacle is the want of roads. 
• • ' ' { I t ' 

(B.) 
'Whereas manv of our loyal fubjects, .inhabitants of the Co .. 

lonies and Provin~es now 'the U niteq States of America, are defi .. 
rous of maintaining their allegiance to us, and of living in o~r 
dominions, and for this purpofe are difposed to take up and im
pr.ove lands in our Province of Quebec: and we being defirous to 
encourage our faid loyal fub,ieCl:s in fuch their intentions, and to 
tefiify our approbation 'of their loyalty to us, and obedience to ou~ 
Government, by allotting lan~s f~r- them i'n oqr fa id Province r 
and wh~reas we are alto defirous of teftifyi~g our approbation of 
the bravery and loyalty of mir Forces ferving in our faid Provir~ce, 
~n4 ~qo may have been reduceJ there, by allowing a certai·n 
quantity of land to fuch ·of the no~-commiffioned officers and pri-r 
vate men of ou'r faid Forces; who are inclined to become fettlers 
therein ; it is our ~ill and pleafure, that immediately after you 
tha!l re~ei ve ~~~fe our lnftruCl:ions, you do direct our Surveyor 
Gener;1l of Lands for our faid Province of Quebec to admeasure 
and lay out fi.1ch quantity of land as you, with the advice of our 
Council, fhall d~em neceffary and convenient for the fettlement 
of our faid loyal subjeCts, and the non-commiffioned officers and 
private men of our Forces which may have been reduced in OUl" 
faid Province, who ilia ~ l be defirous of becoq1ing fettlers therein ; 
fuch lands to be divided into ~it1:inct Seigrieuries or Fiefs, to ex
tend from two to 'four leagu'es in ' front, and from three to five 
leagues in depth, if !i~u~ted 'uP,~n ~ n.avigable ' r~ver~ ottlerwife tQ 
be run fquar~, a~ in fuc~ !}iape an~ fu~h quanti~ies C\S fhall be 
convenient and practicable, and ip ~~eh ~f:!lgneuti~ a Glebe tQ he referved and laid oqt in the mqft convenient fpot, to contain 
not lefs than three huqdreq acres ; tpe prop~rty of which Seigneu .. 
ries or Fiefs iliall be and remain vefied in us, our heirs and fuc .. 
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£clfors; and you fhall allot fuch parts of the fame as lhall be aP
plied for by any of our faid loyal fubjecrs, non-commiffioned offi .. 
cers and private men of our Forces reduced as aforefaid, in ~he 
f?llowing proportions, that i<> to fay :-

To eyery Mafrer of a Family, one hundred acres, and fifty 
acres for each perfon of which his family fhould confifr. 

To every fingle Man, fifty acres. ; 
To every non-commiffi ned Officer of our Forces reduced in 

Quebec, two hundred acres. 
To every Private Man reduced as aforefaid, one hundred acres; 

and for every perfon in their F.trnilJes, fifty acres. 
The faid land-; to be held under os, our Heirs and Succeffors; 

Seigneurs of the Sei~neurie or Fief in which the fame fhall be fi .. 
tuated, upon the fame terms, acknowledgments and fervices, as 
lands are held in our faid Province under the refpective Seigneurs 
holding and pofl'effing Seigneuries or Fiefs therein, and referving 
~o us, our Heirs and Succdfors, from and after the expiration of 
ten years from the admi ffion of the refpectiye tenants, a quit rent 
9f one ):lalpen?Y ~er rH~, 

~c.) 
Extra8: of a Difpatch from His Grace the Duke of Portland, to 

His Excellency Sir Robert Shore ~ilnes, dated Whitehall, 
6th June, 1801. 

J' I have fully confidered the calculation, contained in No. 44o, 
Qf the value of a 'rownfhip ofWafre Land, in order to form a 
judgment of the proportion which it might be proper to grant to 
th~"'~fe Members of the Executive Council who have given so much 
time and attention to the settlement of the Land Bulinefq. 

I am in confequence to fignify to you His Majefty's pleafure 
that as a proof of the juft fenfe he entertains of the ability and in
tegrity with wh1ch this complicated bufinefs has been arranged by; 
them, a sole Grant fhoLild be made to each of the fix members 
whofe attendance has been conftant, of one quart er of a Townfhip 
without any affociates, the value of which as appears by your 
Statement, will amount, after d~ducting the expenfes of furveying, 
dividing &c. to fomething more than £600 to each Executive 
Councillor." 

A true Extract, 
Certified, J. READY, Secretary. 



Copy of the Royal Infi:ructions relative to the granting of the 
W afie Lands of the Crown, which are entered on the Minutes 
of the Executive Council, ane were publilhed in a Proclamation 
i£fued by His Excellency Lieutenant Governor Clarke on the 
7th day of February, 1792. 
First.-That the Crown Lands to be granted be parcel of a 

Townlhip. If an Inland Townihip, of ten mile~ square, and if 
a Town£hip on navigable waters, of nine miles in from, and twelve 
miles in depth, to be run out and marked by His Majefty's Sur .. 
veyor or Deputy Surveyor General, or under his fanction and au
thority. 

Stcond.-That only fuch part of the Townfhip be granted as 
fhall remain, after a refervation of one feventh part thereof for 
the fupport of a Protefiant Clergy, and one other feventh part 
thereof for the future difpofition of the Crown. 

'/ hirtl.-Tlnt no Farm Lot iliall be granted to any one perfon 
which :fhall contain more than two hundred acres ; yet the Go
vernor, Lieutenant Governor, or perfon adminifteri~g the Go
vernment, is allowed and permitted to grant to any perfon or per
sons fuch further quantity of land as they may de fire, not exceed .. 
ing one thoufand acres over and above what may have been before 
granted to them. 

Fourth.-That every Petitioner for lands make it appear he or 
file is in a condition to cultivate and improve the fame, and ihall 
befides taking the ufual oaths, fufcribe a declaration (before pro
per persons to be for that purpofe appointed) of the tenor of the 
words following, vizt : " I A. B. do promise and declare that I 
u will maintain and defend to the utmoft of my power the autho
cc rity of the King in his Parliament as the fupreme Legiflature of 
"' thi-s Province." 

Fifih.-That applications for grants be made by Petition to the 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Perfon adminifiering the 
Government for the time being, and where it is advifable to grant 
the Prayer thereof, a Warrant 1hall iifue to the proper officer for 
a furvey thereof, returnable wiLhin fix months, with a Plot annex
ed, and be followed with a Patent granting the fame, if defired, 
in Free and Common Soccage, upon tht: terms and conditions in 
the Royal Inftructions expreifed and herein after suggefted. 

Sixth.-That all Grants referve to the Crown all Coals, corn~ 
monly called Sea Coa1s, and Mines of Gold, Silver, Copper, Tin, 
Jron and Lead; and each Patent contain a Claufe for the referva
tion of timber for the Royal Navy, of the Tenor following : 

" And provided alfo, that no part of the Tract or Parcel of 
" Land hereby grant€d to the said and his Heirs, be 
cc within any refervation heretofore made and marked for us, our 
" Heirs and Succeifors by our Surveyor General ofWoods, or 
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ft h is lawful Deputy; in which cafe, this our Grant for such 
" part of the Land hereby given and granted to the faid -
" and his Heirs for ever as aforefaid, and which fhall upon a Sur
" vey thereof being made, be found within any fuch refer vat ion, 
" ihall be null and void, any thing herein contained to the 
" contrary notwithfianding." 

Seventh.-That the two fevenths reserved for the Crown's fu
ture dispofition and the fupport of a Proteftant Clergy, be not fe
vered tracts, each of one feventh part of the Towniliip, but fuch 
Lots or Farms therein as in the Surveyor General's Return of 
Survey of the Townfhip fhall be defcribed or fet apart for thefe 
purpofes, between the other Farms of \Vhich the faid 'fownfhip 
!hall confifr, to the intent that the Lands fo to be referved may be 
nearly of the like value with an equal quantity of the other parts 
to be grant<.d out as aforementioned. 

Eighth. That the refpeccive Patentees are to take the Efi:ates 
granted to them severally, free of Quit Rent and of any other ex ... 
penfes than fuch Fees as may be allowed to be demanded and re
ceived by the different Offict:rs concerned in palling the Patent 
and recording the fame, to be frated in a Table authorized and 
~fiabli!hed by the Government, and publicly fixed up in the fe
veral Offices of the Clerk of the Council, of the Surveyor Gene
tal, and of the Secretary of the Province. 

Ninth.-That every Patent be entered upon Record within fix 
months from the Date thereof, in the Secretary's or Regifier's 
Offices, and a Docket thereof in the Auditor's Office. 

Tenth.-Whenever it Ihall be thought advifable to grant any 
given quantity to any perfon of one thoufand acres or under, and 
the fame cannot be found by reafon of the faid refervations and 
prior Grants within the Town!hip in the Petition expreffed, the 
fame, or what !h01ll be requifite to make up to fuch perfon the 
quantity advifed, ihall be located to him, in fome other Town
ihip upon a n~w Petition for that purpofe to be preferred . 

Copy, 
No. 14. 

SIR, 

Certified, HERMAN W. R YLAND. 

DOWNING STREET, 
31st JJeccmber, 1808. 

Sir Robert Shore Milnes, Bart. having ferved His Maj<~lly as 
His Lieutenant Governor of tbe Province of Lower-Canada, to 
His Majefi:y's entire ~atisfaction, a~d to the benefit of tl~e Pr~vince : 
and His Majefiy havmg been grac10ufly plcafed to figmfy H1s Rny• 
al pleafure, that a lafiing ~ark of His _favour !hould be conferred 
upon him in reward of h1s ufeful ferv1ces, I am commanded tQ 
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:ffgriify to· you His Majefry's ·commands· that a Gr~nt of Lati~ 
fhould be effeCtually made eo him in the faid Province on the 
moft favourable · terms, equal in quantity to a Townihip, and in 
fuch Districts as have· been already fnrveyed and fubdivided, and 
without Affociates. . 

. I am &c. 
(Signed) CASTLEREAGHr 

· Sir J. H. CRAtG, K. B. 
&c. &c. &c. Certified a true Copy, 

J. READY, Secty. 
' 

Copy of the Table of Fees eftabliihed by otder of the Governor 
: in Council, on · the 4th December 1797, to be taken upon 
·· Grants of the W afte Lands of the Crown. 

T}:le Governor, 
•· · · Attorney General 

-Surveyor General; 
Secretary ot the Province 

· Clerk of the Council, 
Auditor, · .a 

·Regrfter, 

-,_ 
· ·Certified, 

(D.) 

Per Thoufand Aeres·. 
£0 10 0 

0 10 0 
0 15 0 
0 lO 0' 
0 10 0 
0 6 8 
0 5 0 

_...___ . 
.£3 6 8 Cyo 

H. W. R YLAND. 

erder of Reference to a Committee of the· whole Cou·neii r·espec-
. ting the Townfhips. . ·. 
-. --
Extract from the JJfinules ofc'ouncil, oftlze 11th June,. 1798. 

I:I.i~ Excellency reminded the Board of what he had mentioned 
on the 17th A prii 1797, refpecting the W affe Lands, to wit : 

" That, on his coming to the adminiftration of the Govern
tJ( mem of this Province, he found that an alteration m the terms 
"' of difpofing of the Wafte Lands of the Crown was in c'ont~m
f'( plation by His Majefiy's Minifters" 

;. The inteut ·ofthe alteration then in contemplation was, to raife, 
by the difpofal of the Wafie Lands in future, (excepting in thofe 
cafes where the faith of Government might be already pledged to 
tpe Applicants,) a Fund to be applied towards defraying the ex:..; 
p~nfes of the Provincial Government. . · 

. His Excellency laid b~fore the Board an lnftruC\ion which he 
had fince received under H1s Majefty's Royal Sign Manual, which, 
being read, was ordered to be entered, 'iiz :-
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GEORGE R. 

Inftru8:ion to our trufry and well beloved RoBERT L. S. PRESCOTT, Efquire, Lieutenant General of our Forces, 
Captain General and Governor in Chief of our Pro vine -

of Lower-Canada, in America, or in his abfence to the Lieute
nant.Governor or Commander in Chief of our faid Province, for 
the time being. Given at our Court at St. James, the 15th day of 
Auguft 1797, in the thirty-feventh year of our reign: 

" Whereas, by our Gt:neral Infrructions to our Captain Gene
" ral and Governor Commanding in Chief in and over our Pro
" vince of Lower-Canada, bearing date at St. James's the 16th 
" day of September J 79l, it is declared amongft other things, 
" to be our will and pleasure, that the Townihips therein men
" tioned, and the refpeCl:ive allotments within the fame, together 
'' with the lands to be referved as therein aforefaid, £hall be run 
" and laid out by our Surveyor General of lands, for the faid 
" Province, or some skilful perfon authorized by him for that 
'' purpofe, which Surveys, together with the warrants and grants 
" for the refpective allotments, £hall be made out for, and cleli
" vered to the feveral Grantees free of any expenfe or fees what
;, foever, other than fuch as may be payable to the different offi
" cers, according to the table of fees already eftabliihed, upon 
" grants of land made in the faid Province. Now, OUR WILL 
" AND PLEASURE Is, that the faid Townlhips therein mentioned, 
" and the refpective allotments within the fame, together with 
" the land to be referved, as therein aforefaid, fha! I be run and 
'' laid out by our Surveyor General of lands for the faid Pro\·ince, 
" or fome skilful perfon authorized by him for that purpofe, whicb 
" Surveys, together with the warrants and grants for the 
tc refpective allotments :fhall be made out for, and delivered to 
ii the {everal Grantees, on payment of fuch ft es as £hall from 
" time to time be efiablifhcd by us, under our Signet and Sign 
" Manual, or by our order in that behalf, fignified by one of our 
" principal Selretaries of State." 

G. R. 

And His Excellency informed the Board that the directions he 
had received from His Majeily's Secretary of State, in conformity 
to the above infiruCl:ions, were :-

" 1st That in thoie cafes where the faith of Government has 
been pledged to the applicants, (according to the Report of the 
Committee of the whole Council, of the 24th May, 1797.) for fpe
cific quantities of land, the grants thereof should be paired on the 
fame fees that have betn paid upon thofe grants that havt already 
paffed the Seal. 

i 
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"2d That, although the faith of Government is not tonfidered 
to have been fpecially pledged in the cafec; were perfons petitioned 
for Townships on bt:half of themfelves and their aifociates, yet, 
inafinuch as feme of thofe affociated applicants have fuHy evinced 
the fincerity of their intentions of carrying the Settlement of the 
lands they fo petitioned for, into effect, and have, upon the ~~ith 
of the encouragement heretofore given them by His Majei1y's , 
Government in Canada, embarked their labour and property in' 
Surveying and allotting the Town~hips they fo petitioned for; 
and in m.tkmg effectual Settlements therein, it is His Majtfty's 
pleafure, that a preferem:e should be shewn to perfons of this Clafs, 
" by m ::1 king them grants (upon the old Fee~) to the full extent 
" mentioned in His Majefiy'c; Infi:tuctions, viz! twelve hundrtd 
c1: acres to each As,·ociated Grantee." But this is not to extend 
to the granting of the whole Township; except in those cafes 
where the number of the affociatecl applicants who are actual/if 
settled tlzercon, shall be fufficient at the rate of twelre /zu,,dred 
ac1·es each, to comprehend the whole of the grantable lands in 
fuch Towmfuip.-And in caft-s where the number fo actually fet• 
tled in any Townfhip, !hall not be fufficient, allowing at the rate 
of twelve hundred acres each, to comprehend the whole of fuch 
grantable lands in fuch Townfhip, the remaining part thereof, if 
granted to the afiociated app .icants, " muft be granted on condi
" rion of immediate Setdemenr, and its bein~ fubject to the ad
" ditional fees for the Public Service." It is alfo His Majefiy's 
pleafure, that fuch of thl:! Settlers, as may happen to be feated on 
lots referved for the fupport of a Protefhnt Clergy, or for the fu
ture difpofltion of the Crown, should hold the fame, upon the 
fame terms and conditions as fhall hereafter be granted to other 
cultivators of referved lots of a fimilar qualicy. 

3d. That fuch of the applicants as have been at the expenfe of 
Surveying the Town :£hips th-ey have petitioned for, and laying the 
fame out into Lots, preparatory eo the Settlement, but h::we not 
proceeded effectually to the actual Settlement thereof, fhould have 
grant'5 (upon the old Fet>s,) for the one hall of the Townfh.ips they 
fo petitioned for, in the fame quantities (to wit 1200 acres) to each 
of the aifociated Grantees, as in the former caie, on co r dition of 
the immediate fetrlement thereof; but this is nut allowed to be 
,exte111ded, in cml! of the cafes fallmg under this defcription, to more 
than o e hall of the Townfhip ; fo that if in any one of theie ca
fes it ihould be th. ught proper, in the wiidom of the Council, (on 
a-ccount of the intended Settlers being actually waitmg to go on,.) 
to ad\'ife the Granting of the whole Townshif to the aHociated ap .. 
plicants, the !att(r hall thereof must of courfe be fubject to the 
additional Fees for the Public Servi<:e. 

" 4th. Tho1e of the applicants _who have only put themfelves to 
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che trouble and expenfe of so!icitin!{ and e.rplori11g the Town!hips 
they de fired, are not confidered to have done much tmvards evin • 
c ing any feriorrs intention with refpect to carrying the :-,ettlement 
thereof into effect, which alvne could entitle them to any favour
able con fiderat1on In as much, however, as the e:cplvrmg of 
the fownfhips they pecitioned for, may have been attended with 
fome expenfe, H:s Majefi:y is pleafed to allow, that app!icant-: of 
this description may have grants of the one (ou,·t!t part of the 
Town!hips they re~pectively petitioned for, upon condition of the 
immediate f~rtlement thereof. This however is meant to extend 
only to thofe cafes where the app icants did actually put them .. 
selves to the trouble and expenfe of exploring the Townihips 
they applied for: and if thefe should defire to have the grants 
at the rate of tweh:r hundted acr s to each aifociated Grante , 
fuch Grants are to be fubject to the additional Fees for the Public 
Service. 

" 5th. Such perfons or alfociations of perfons, who, from a de
fire of making actual Settlement on the lands, p11rchafed the pre
tension~ of t hofe applicants that had become dtscour.tged by the 
delays which to >k ptace in the paffing of the grant~, are to be 
confidered as ttanJing in the place and fi:ead of the applicants, 
whoft> preten lions thty fo purchafed, and to recetve the G ants 
accordingly in the famt propdrtions and on the fame condttions a.s 
thole applicants themfeives woulJ have been emitkd tu unJer the 
above reg•1lations. 
· " 6th. The remainJer of the lands (except where Government 
may confider it proper to grant certain quantities to particular per
fans by way of favo· r, a~ reward, for fervices or the bke; , nd 
excepting the refervations fur the fnpport of a Proteitant Ctergy, 
and for the future d1fpofition of the Crown,) are to be diipofed 
of at Public t;a,e, at certain times and places to be notified ; in 
fuch quanti tie ., and fl'bjeCt: to fuch conditions of Settlement and 
Cultivation as fhall afford the befi chance for the purchafers be
coming themfehes the permanent Sett'er on the lands, and for 
ratiing out of the price thereof an efficient fund towards defraying 
the Public expenies of the Province. 

" 7th. The amount of the new Pets to be taken under the Royal 
infiruettons, now communicated to the Board, (includmg, as well 
the part payable to the officers concerned in palling the Grants, 
as the part to be appropriated towards the fupport of Government) 
is fixed at twenty:five pounds current. y per tlwuHmd acn s, and fo 
in proportion, being at the rate of sixpence an acre; but it is di
rected, that the grants to be made in obedience to orders from 
His Excellenc}, in confideration of Services, fhall be fubject only 
to the payment of half Fees, or three-pence per acre. 

i 2 
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'f 8th. In the grants fubject to thefe additional fees, and thortt 
of the lands that ihall be difpofed of by Sale, the Grantees are to 
have all Jlines and Minerals, excepting only thofe of Gold and 
Si/vr r, which latter are to be referved to His ~ajeily, his Heirs I 
and Succeffors, as formerly." 

His Excellency likewife ftJbmitted to the confide ration of the 
• Board to report whether it might not be advifable to give public 
notice of thefe regulations, and to fix a reafonable time for the 
perfons comprehended under the I st . .2d. 3d 4th & 5th. Articles, 
to come forward and take out their grants ; to the end that His 
Majefi:y's gracious inttntiono, refpeCl:ing the raifing of a fund to
wards defraying the public expenfes of the Provinct>, by the dis
pofal of the wafte lands in future, may be carried into effect with 
all convenient expedit10n. 

His Excellency likewife informed the Board that feveral of the 
difpatches wh1ch he had received from His Majefty's Minifterst 
rec.ommendtd that fuch meafures should be devifed, refpecting 
the lands to be referved for the fupport of a Proteftant Clergy~ 
and for the future difpofition of the Crown, as might befi: fecure 
them from depredations, and render them early productive for 
th~ purpofes for which they were gracioufiy defigned. 

It was, His Excellency obferved, the opinion of His Majefi:y!s 
Minifters (in which H1s Excellency moH: perfectly concurred) 
that the beft mode of fecuring the referved lots from depredations 
would be to grant them to occupants on fuch beneficial leafes as 
will create an immediate interest in each leifee, to preferve them 
againft all encroachment. 

His Excellency did not indeed expect that, while the price of 
land fhall remain iow, any very confidcrable rent can be obtain· 
ed ; but it neverthelefs appeared to His Excellency, that the re-
ferved lot ~ , fituated in the immediate neighbourhood of actual 
fettlements (and it wa.; there only that depredations could be ap
prehended) might be readily difpofed of at a rent that fhall be ve
ry low for a term of years at the commencement, and b~ after
wards encreafed in certain fiipulated degrees, from period to pe
riod, at the expiration of certam given terms of years. 

His Excdlency exprdfed his hopes, that, by the wisdom 'Of 
His Majeity's Council, a plan of this kind might be devifed, that 
would meet His Majefty's gracious approbation, and produce 
thofe beneficial effects which His Majefi:y fo gracioufly deiigned. 

ORDERED by His Excellency, with the ad~ice of the Board, that 
it be referred to a Committee of the whole Council to report, with 
all com'enient expedition, on the means that fhall appear to be 
the mofi likely to fecure the referved lots againH: encroachmentg, 
and render them productive, for the purpofes for which they were 
gracioufly intended by His Majefty. 

(A true extract) 
(Signed} TH. CARY, A. C. Ex. C. 
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Report of the Committee of the zdwfc Council, of the 20Lll J un~ 
1";'98. 

To !lis E:trel1e1t'lj R~BER.T--p;_~)TT, Esqui,·r. raptain Ge
n,eta' a 1d Governor m Clue{ ufthe PrJ-cince uf Lower-Canada, 
q'C• ~c. ~·c. 
Report of a Committ€'e of the whole Council, [present the 

Clzie{ .I usl1a a~d .fi P JJlembcrs of the E.r:tcuti-ce C..:uuncil] on 
your Excellency s order of ref.:rence of the 11th. inft.1nt1 refpeCl:
ing theW afte Lands of the Crown. 

lJfa.Y it please your Excell( ncy, 

The Committee having, in obedience to your Excellency's or
der of reference, duly confidered the quefl:ion referred to tht:m by 
your Excellency," whether it might not be advtfable to give:' pub
" lie notice of the reg tlations contained in the ordt:r of reference, 
cc &c." and after the matureH: deliberation on the tendency of fe
veral effential parts of the directions thereby communicated, they 
find themfelves compelled to form a conjecture whtch they ha
zard with the greateit defer.:nce, which is, eitht:r that fome ac
cidental omiffion has taken place in the H:ate of facts, relative to 
the granting of the wafie lands of the Crown, which may have 
peen laid before His Maj , fiy 's Secretary of btate, or on the other 
hand, that the Execut .ve Government of this Provmce have hi
~herto mifconceived Hts M<~Jetl:y's infiructions on the fubject. For, 
it is manifeft, that the directtons now communicated to .the Board, 
are framed upon the princtp e of gtving encourage!Uent to a pro
<:edure which the Executive Council ha,·e ever thollght it their du. 
ty to inhibit and repel to the utmoH:. 

By the f~cond direction it appears that a preference is to be 
£hewn to thofe affociated applicants who are actually fettled on 
the lands: in which terms t e Committee are neceilarlly led to 
include unauthorized fettlers, as well from the notoriety of the 
fact, that almoft all fettlements hitht'rto made have been entered 
upon without title, as from the exprei-;; tenor of the faid direction, 
whereby an indulgence is extended to fuch of the fettlers, " as 
'! may happen to be feated on lots referved for tht! fuppJrt of a 
" proteftam Clergy or the future difpofition of the Crown," who 
muft evidently be of that defcriptwn. And this unauthorized fet
tlement, is the rocedure which the Executive \,;ouncil ~ave hi.,. 
therto endeavoured to reftrain. 

To prohibit and repel every attempt to acquire lands by the ro• 
bust Lit· I of occupancy_is fo congenial to the ideas of c1vilized Go 
vernment, and is in 1tfelf fo reafonable, that. it forms, as it were, 
a cou1mon law principle, of the fyftem of ~and granting~ The 
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ivil comrnotions and open rebellion that prevailed in the neigh.., bouring Statt-s, from a Yiolation of thefe principles, are fiill related with horror . .But the Executive Government of this Province have not rdl:..!d on the bl:r-e principle, but have, from rime to time,.. in,terP'Jfed pofi.tive reft1·aints by prefcribing c:ertain formali~iec; as imLfpenfahly nece!f~ry before the applicants could be qualified to re~eive a ti.tle 0r be allowed to enter in,to poffetlion~ Thefe re .. firaims being fo1md ineff::ctual, they. were followed up by a Pro .. damation. it[ued in the n;10;nth of Auguft l~ft, ftrictly forb.iddirig fuch intruGon, under the penalties thereby announced. S~ould th-· Govern nent be found to have acted improvidently in framing thefe- precaution:s, the Executive Council rnoit fin<;;erely regret their- error in having fuggdted them; but ihould fuch authoritative p1•ecaution~ be d~cmed faluttlry, after ff.tting that thefe actual fettlers have fet them at open defiance, the CornmiHee, from m~ tiv-e;s of rcfpect) will ahfiain from. any ohkrvations on the fubject. 

Jn regard to the third direction we think it eur duty, in all fub• m.iillon, to represent that, when it comes to be applied to· the cafes- of a great number ofH1s Majetly's fubjects of approved \oyalty-, h alfumes a very fe·rious afpect : not on acc:ol:lnt of the 1-imi'tation of His Majefiy'~ bounty in tht·ir behalf, which the Committee, if they may prdume to exerc1fe an opinion on the fubj.ecr, humbly conceive to be fufficient1y liberal, but from the comparifon which mmt be made between the conduCt of the c:aff~.·.> mentioned in the 2·d. and ~d directions re~pectively, and of the conft'quence3 Tefulting therefrom, the conduct of the de cnption of perfons in .. cTucled under the third direction ha·~ been direct ly the converfe of the conduct of thofe w·ho ar.~ to benefit by the fecond direction, they having abfi:amed from feizing upon His MajeH:y's lands, in di.fobedieuce of a fotemn Proclarnatiol), by which means they now arc, and for a confiderable time ha\e been pre<:::i.fely in the predi. C<l:ment fi:ated in the third direction, wairing to go on, in dutiful fubmiffion to the Law, and tht::rc.fore will not f.til to complain that, while other~ triump-h in their tranfgreffion, th-€y have BOt received an t!qual benefit for their obedience. 

In regard to the 5th direction, whereby perfons therein defcribed',. havi11g pur chac;ed the pretentious of othPrs, are to be confi<!fered a!, ftanding in rheir piace anJ ftead, the Committee moft t-efpectfully implore, th..1t fome confideration may be had of the labyrinth of deception, fraud, and, if tlv~y are to judge of the fu .. ture by the paft, of forgery which they will have to wade through, whofe duty it may be to report on the validity of such pretentions and fuch purchafes, which will encreafe in a proportion not to be calculated, when this direction comes to be made puWi.,. Preten-



5-(ons tho' . an unfubihntial commodity in a\1 countries, are in Am .. 
rica particubrly fo, and are firil: for.ned by Signatures to a Petition 
confifting of names fometimes wntten by the parties, and fame
times written without their knowlt:dge, iometimes of perions h::r
ving exitlence, :md i~)metunes of perfons not having existence. 
Pretensions never feriouily brought forward, or long fince relin
qui1hed wtll be refumed, and perionage:, found to repr-cfent every 
fignature ; tlPeds or contracts execuLJ in fuch form and manner 
and under 1uch circumH:ances a~ to cat1: a ridicule upon the iJea of 
a ferious tranf.tctiOn, will be multiplied and antid.ited, and frauds 
\\Yithout number practifed, which no vigilance c.m detect. How 
far then:fore it m.ty be practicable to give effect eo this direction1 is rnbi1 rcfpectfully fubmitted to fupcrior wisdom. 

· Hitherto the Committee have confined their report to what 
tbey apprehl'nd will bt: the immedtate confequence of making 
thcfe d1recttons public, namely a fpiric of diiE\tisfactlOn among 
His lV1ajefty's loyal and dutifui fubjt>Ct..,, i!fuing from plauiible 
grounds of complamt and the encrea{e of collufion and fr.1ud be
yond computalion. But when they extend their views to the re
mainder of the lands yet unapplied for, the Committee cannot but 
tepreCent and deprecate the fearful confequences tnat will infalli
bly enfue, when it .lh.dl become known to the lawlefs -and obtru
five race, who dwell upon thL borJen. of this Province, th.lt any 
relaxation of the fyfl:em of repelling encroachments has bL en di· 
rected by authority; and though it f.hould be thought advifab em 
confirm the orders given in tile feconJ tllrection, the Committee 
fully apprized of the almoft ungovernable propeniiry of this des
cription of perfons, to take poifellion of, or to ufe their own idiom, 
to make their pttch on the mofr advantageous fpots, ferioufiy re
que1t permifilon to repeat their apprehenfion of the evil efFects 
that will arife from pubtif.hing the reafon a:lligncd for the prefe
rence, left, the difpoiltion tor actual fettlement f.hould be indulged 
to fuch an extent and by fuch numbers, that the whole of the 
Crown lands become occupied without producing a f~ntiment of 
loyalty or gratitude, and Government be reduced to the expe
dient of fubitituting connivance for authority. 

For thefe reafons the Committee of the whole Counci1 are una .. 
nimouily of opimon that it is not advif'able, for the pr~..feut, to 
give public nottce of tliefe regulations. 

The Committee, confiJering that their report on the f.tbfequent 
matter contained in th~ order of rt>ference, will much Jepwd on 
the ultimate directions to be expected upon this r~ pqrt , propose 
to defer the confideration thereof, l,lnul fuch final d1ret,;tious ihall 

... 
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be received. All which is liumbly fubmitted to your Excellency's 
wisdom. 
Douncil Chamber,. Bishop's Palace, } 
· Quebec,. 20th June, 1798. 

By order, 
(Signed) W. OSGOODE, C!zairmim. 

A true Copy. (Signed) TH. CARY, A. C. Ex. C. 
Extract from the Minutes of Council, of the 9th Juty, 1798. 
His Excellency laid before the Board a Report of a Committee of the whole Council, dated the 20th June laft, upon the Reference of the 11th of the fame month, respecting the wafte lands of the Crown, which was read and ordered to be entered. 
His Excellency then obferved that nothing would afford him greater fatisfaction, than a coincidence of opinion between himielf and the Members of the Executive Council, wherever such coincidence would be confiftent with what he conceived to be his duty towards His gracious Sovereign and towards the Province over which His Majefty had been gracionfiy pleafed to appoint him: to prefide. To the fulfilment of thefe duties, with uprightnefs, impartiality and integrity of · heart, fo far at leaft as his abilities. might enable him, he :lhould certainly, if neceffary, facrifice evert other ·confideration, either of pleafure or of eafc. And he was exceedingly lorry that in the fulfilment of them, he felt himfelf compelled in the prefent in fiance to fupport a Doctrine, materially different from that contained in the report that had juft been read to the Board. 

His Excellency informed the Board that the Regulations which he had communicated on the 11th ultimo, and to which the Re. port related, were founded on what he conceived to be, A VERY 
MATURE CONSIDERATION of the Proceedings of the Ex~cutive Government of this Province, under H1s Majefty's Royal lnftructions, on the 16th of September, 1791, as contained in the books now upon the table ; copies of which proceedings, together with a true and faithful ftatement of the pofitions and arguments that l1ad been urged both for and againft the app ~ kants, were transmitted to His Majefiy's Minifier::; for that purpofe. 

Although indeed all men might be at all times liable to error; yet, His Excellency obferved, a determination made by fuch h · gh authority, poffeffing fuch ample materials whereon to form a proper judgement, was certainly entitled to fo much respect that if the propriety thereof fhould not, at firft fight, appear fo clear and fati"factory to any perfon or perfons as might be wifhed, the ground!:, both of the determination and of any objecbon that 
1hight·be oppofed to it,· ought to be well and truly examined, before any cenfure fhould be paffed thereon.. So far His Excellency 
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said, he was perfuaded the Board would agree with him and he 
could not but entertain hopes that before they rofe they fhould 
agree much further. He was the more induced to entertain thefe 
hopes, from his having obferved that the greater part of the Mem
bers, who were prefent at the Committee that made the Report, 
happened not to be Members of the Board during the early ftages 
of the bufinefs, and might therefore perhaps have been unacquain
ted with fome of the proceeding:; that had then taken place : thofe 
alfo of the older Members of the Board, who were prelent at the 
Committee, might, His Excellency readily conceived, have loft 
the remembrance of thofe proceedings. His Excellency would 
therefore, in the courfe of his obfervations on the report which 
had juft been read, take the liberty of explaining to the Board, the 
grounds of the feveral articles of the regulations where any expla
nation fhall be neceifary, in order to fhew them in their juft and 
true light. 

The fi rst article, being no other than the eifence, as it were, of 
the report of the Committee of the whole Council, of the 24th of 
May, 1797, refpeCl:ing perfons who had heretofore obtained Or
ders of the Governor in Council for fpecific quantities of land; 
did not, His Excellency faid, require any explanation. 

The Foundation upon which the Committee build the objections 
that are contained in the Report, in regard to the second and sub
sequent articles is, 'That they arc framed upon the principle of 
' giving encouragement to a procedure which the Executive 
' Council have ever thought it their duty to inhibit and repel to 
' the utmoft,' which procedure is afterwards explained to be the 
entry upon land and making fcttlement thereon without Title. 

The Committee, His Excellency obferved, had, he believed, 
fallen into a miftake with refpect to a very important matter of fact 
in the very Foundation upon which their objections are built. 
The regulations, His Excellency faid, were by no means framed 
upon the principle of giving encouragement to that procedure, 
they were, on the contrary, framed upon the principle of pre
venting thofe evils which must otherwise arife from the encou
ragement that had been heretofore given to that procedure by the 
Executive Council, and upon the principle of adminifrering 
(through His lYiajefty's gracious benevolence) a rational degree 
of diftributive juft1ce towards thofe who had embarked their la
bour and property therein, in confequence of that encouragement. 

That the applicants at iarge received advice and encouragement 
from the Members of His Majefty's Council, to come in and fet
tle on the Townfhips they petitioned for, without waiting tor the 
forms prefcribed for iifuing regular grants, and that they were ac
tually expected by the Provincial Government £o to do, are poims, 

k 



66 

His Excellency obferved, that could not require greater proofs 
than are contained and repeated in divers pages of the Books now 
upon the table, in which the proceedings of the Executive Coun .. 
cil fiand recorded. 

His Excellency then directed the Clerk to read part of the Mi
nutes of Council of the 11th October, 1792, which was read ac• 
cordingly, and ordered to be entered. 

Extract from the JJ!inutes of Council of J ltlt October, 1792. 

" Read a Report of a Committee of the whole Council, on the 
" reprefentation from the Land Committee, refpecting the want 
" of Deputy Surveyors. 

TilE REPRESENTATION. 

" To Hrs BxcELLENCY ALURED CLARKE, Esquire, l,ieute
" tenant Governor and Commander in Chief of the Pro'oince 
" of Quebec, &c. Major General commanding His lJ!Iajes
" tj/s Forces in America, q.c. ~c. ~c. 

" Reprefentation from the land Committee concerning the· in
" conveniences likely to arife from the want of a fufficient 
" number of Land Surveyors, to lay out the Towniliips al
" ready applied for, by perfons ready to take up and enter 
" upon the immediate cultivation of tracts of the Waste 
" Lands, appertaining to the Crown. 

" Jl!ay it p!ease your Excellency; 

" The number of Surveyors employed is ten, eight of which 
" are in the fi~ld, the remaining two win be fent out in a few 
" days." 

" There is at prefent above three Millions of acres under War
" rant of Survey, and to be laid out in Townships." 

u Suppofing the Surveyor!; were all at this moment at work, 
cc and allowing a month (many of them confider fifty d;1ys to be 
" neceffary) to complete the Survey of a Townfhip, the bufinefs 
" could not be finiilied in lefs than fix months, and the Summer 
'' is now far advanced and not one return, as yet, made of a fin
~' gle Towniliip." 

" The Committee beg leave to obferve, that the applicants for 
" Lands from the late Colonies (now the States of Vermont, New
'·' Ham_p£htre1 l\1affachufets and Connecticut) after having obtain
' ·' ed the defired affurance of grants of the wafte lands of the 
c~ Crown in terms of your Excellency's Proclamation of the 7th 
" of laH: February, have gone back to thofe countries, and their 
" return may be foon expected with many hundreds of indufi:rious 
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" men, who, as they fay, anxioufly wifh to be admitted as Bri· 
" tifh fubjects, nothing doubting but they may immediately take 
" potfeffion of the lots they have been made to expect ; ihould 
'' they be d1fappointed from a want of Surveyors (or otherwise) 
" to lay out the Tracts intended for them, they muft remain idle 
" in the woods or return from \'thence they came. In the hum· 
" ble opinion of this Committee, every poffible means shoul<.l be 
" ufed to prevent this threatened evil. A check of this nature, 
" given to the prefent fpirit of emigration into the Canadas, would 
" deprive this Provmce of an opportunity of encreafing the popu
" lation of the Country, and of ad<.ling to its wea th by the ingrefs 
" of skilful induftrious farmers in great numbers : it is therefore 
" fubmitted, whether the Surveyor General may not be require<.l 
" to fet to work a greater number of Surveyors without lofs of 
" time." 

" The Committee are aware of an objection that may probably 
" be ftarted by the tiurveyor Gt:neral's Office, againft proceeding 
" to the Surv€y of a new Towniliip that is not bounded by a tract 
" already furveyed: for example AMos LAY, Proprietor of the 
" Townihip of J (lJ applies for the tract ord~red for him and his 
" atfociates, not yet furveyed. The Surveyor finds that it is a 
" Townihtp in the fourth range, North of the line which fepa
" rates the Province from Vermont, upon which line there is_ no 
" known point from whence to depart but the Eafiern boundary 
" of Mr. DuNN's Seigneurie; from thence he mufi meafure the 
" bafe of the townih1p of S, tWt1 and one of it!-> fide lines continu ... 
" ing North along the fide-lines of the townfhips of Bolton and 
" Stukeb;, to reach the South-Wefi corner of /~(lJ, where he is 
" to begin his operations on Mr LAy's account ; but b<.:forc he 
" wtll proceed he will ask, who is to pay for running thefe lines 
'' to .find Mr. LAY's corner ?" 

" To obviate all difficulties in fimilar cafes, the Committee 
" humbly fubmit, whether 1 feeing the Crown will fooner or later 
" be at half the expenfe of running all the )ines of thofe town
" ih1ps) Government might not in the 111ean time f.ttisfy the ~ur. 
" veyor. This mode of Froceeding would prevent delay.'' 

" All which is neverthelefs most humbly fubmitted to your Ex
" cellency's great wisdom. 

" Signed by order of the Committee, Council Chamber, Bi .. 
"fuop's:Palace, Quebec_, ISthJuly, 1792. 

(Sizm:d) HUGH FIN LAY, Chairman. 

THE REPORT. 

" To His ExcELLENCY ALURED CLARKE, Esquire, Lieulenm~t 
" Gov( rnor of the PToviuce of Lower-( 'anada, and Alqjor 
f• General commanding Hxs MAJESTY's Forces in _,.7\,'ortlt .Amc-
" rica, &c. &c. &c. k 2 
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cc Report from the Committee of the whole Council, on the 
" reprefentation from the Land Committee, respecting the 
" want of Deputy Surveyors, the Members affembled being 
" the CHIEF JusTICE and Meffrs. FINLAY, BABY and DuNN. 

" It/ay it Please your Excellency, 

" In obedience to your Order in Council of the 4th of Auguft 
" last, the Committee humbly report that they concur with the 
H J .. and Committee in their apprehenfions of great detriment to 
" the public, unlefs means ihall be found to give speedy execu .. 
" tion of the Warrants iffued to the Surveyor General's Office, 
" refpecting the W afte Lands of the Crown. . 

" That it is well worthy of the Government to provide for the 
" probable contingency of the actual arrival of new fettlers, des .. 
" tined to a tract or township not at that time surveyed. 

'' That it is for this end expedient to require a Report from the 
" Surveyor General's Office, fiating the number of the pre
" fent Deputies in employment, and what hopes may be en
" tertained of acquiring additional ftrength, for the immenfe 
" work to be performed; with liberty to fuggefl:, whether any, 
" and what aid can be afrorded by the energy of the Government, 
" and in what manner. 

" Refpecring the remedy in part, recommended by the Land 
" Committee, no folid objection to it occurrs, if due care is taken 
" by the Surveyor General, under the refl:rictive proviio in the 
" in the Governor's Warrants of Survey, to confine the work to 
" a moiety of the expenfe on the outlines of a tract or townihip,. 

- " or where it exceeds it to apprize the Government of that excefs, 
" that the Crown may be indemnified for the advancement, be
" fore the issuing of the Patent. But for the greater fecurity 
" againfl: the refcinding the provifo unneceffarily, the Surveyor 
" General ought to go into no departure from it without a fpecial 
"' order of the Governor and Council to authorize it ; to be ob
" tained by an application from his Office to the Governor, ftating 
" the reafons upon which the measure is founded : and as, after 
" all, it may fo happen, through a want of Surveyors in the field, 
" that the intE.nded occupants or grantees of a Townfhip may ar
" rive at the fpot before the return of the Survey, the Committee 
" recommend as a means to anticipate the befl: courfe on fuch an 
" event, that it be made a fubject for the dplibeTation and report 
" of the Surveyor and Deputy Surveyor General, and that an 
" order iffue that they do, from time to time, give the earliefl: 
" poffib1e information as to which tract or townfhip it ihall have 
" happened or is like to happen ; fuch an event affecting the 
" Royal interest and the common tranquility, and being in the 
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" higheft degree interell:ing to all that come to fettle, in a reli
" ance upon the public faith and invitation. 

" All which is neverthelefs moft humbly fubmitted to your 
" Excellency's great wi{Clom. 

Signed by order, 1Oth. October, 179'2, 

(Signed) WILLIAM SMITH, f'Jwirman. 

" ORDERED, that the Clerk of the Board caufe a Copy there ... 
" of to be ferved upon the Surveyor and Deputy Surveyor 
" General for the guidance of that Office." 

The Minutes, His Excellency obferved, which the Clerk had 
jufi: read, even were there nothing elfe, would convince the 
board, that the procedure of fcttling on the lands, previous to 
the iffuing of the legal title, infiead of being INHIBITE-D had been 
actually ENcoURAGED by the .t.xecutive Government of this Pro
vince ; nor had His Excellency hitherto discov~red any thing in 
the books upon the table, whereby that procedure had been inhi
bited, until the month of Augufi: laft paft. 

The Proclamation that was iifued in Auguft I aft, ordering thofe 
who had gone on the lands without any fufficient authority, to 
depart; was intended (as His Excellency conceived and under
flood at that time) to apply to fuch perfons only as might have 
come in mere Hraglers, without being connected with any aifoci
ation of fettlers, and without having obtained any order for a 
grant in favour of themfelves individually. 

Could His Excellency have thought that any perfon would have 
confidered it as an order for thofe perfons to depart, who had 
originally embarked their labour and property, upon the encou
ragement formerly held out to them under His Majesty's authori
ty, no confideration would have induced him to fign an inftru
ment, to be interpreted in a manner fo derogatory to the honour, 
the dignity and the good faith, which has ever fo confpi
cuoufly reigned in the breaft of His Royal 1\fafter ; and it afford· 
ed him much fatistaction to learn that rhe proclamation had been 
generally, (though perhaps not univerfally) underftood by the 
bettermofi: fort of people in the country, in the L1me light as he 
himfelf underftood It at the time he figned it. 

His Excdlency was as averfe to any attempts of acquiring 
I.ands by the robust title of occupancy as any Member of the 
Committee could have been when the report, now on the 
table, was drawing up; but he could by no means conceive 
that people, who had originally embarked their labour and 
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property, in fettling bnds, in coufequence of fuch encourage
ment as had been given in this Province, and who had bt:en year 
after year humbly petitioning for the grants which they had been 
originally raught by Govunment to expect; he could, he faid, 
by no means conceive th<tt people of this fort could be confidered 
as having attempted to acquire lands by the robust tllle of occu
panr.IJ· 

The principal danger, His Excellency faid, to which the car-
rying on a fettlement upon fuch encouragement as was given in 
this Pro" i•Jct· may be liable, is, that it may happen through fome 
accident or other, that the I ,r>grzl Title may finally be granted to 
different perf<'ns from thofe who had made the fettlement, and 
who, together w1th the occupancy, may be faid to poffefs a Pre
tension of' R ,ght, uuder the encouragement that had been fo gi
ven. His Excede,ncy ufed thE' terms Pretr>nsion of Rtght, in con
tradi11inction to Lr>gal Tal<. Wherever a Government ihall have 
given fuch encouragement, it certainly behoves it·to take efpecial 
care in formmg fuch regulations for the iffuing of the grants, as 
:fhall concentrate the Le!!.al Tiths with the above mentioned Pre· 
tensions of R iglzt, and v~fi: them both in one and the fame perfon. 
Were the /,e~al T tles and the Prtl(nsions of R .ght to be in dif
ferent perfons, there would undoubtedly be great danger that fuch 
a clafhmg of the one with the other would produce civil C0mmo
tions; but if they are vefi:ed in one and the fame perfon the dan .. 
ger is entire ly avoided, 

It would be tedious, His Excellency faid, to difcufs the caufes 
which produced thofe civil commotions, alluded to in the report, 
th~t had heretofore taken p .ace in the neighbouring <:itates. It 
would be fufficient to obferve, that they rofe entirely from the 
Le!:., at Tit les being Yefted in one fett of perfons, whi e I''retenswns 
of Rie;ltt exifi:ed in another. -But a though it was not now ne
ceffary to difcufs that fubject, yet, His Excellency neverthelefs 
thought it right to inform the Board, that thofe commotions, to
gether with the caufes from which they flowed, and the effects 
that refulted from 'them, were duly weighed and confidered when 
the foundation was laid on which the reguiations, communicated 
to the Board on the 11th ultimo, were built. And the regula
tions were, in His Excellency's opinion, fo framed as to preclude 
(if faithfully carried into t!Xecution) thofe dangers of fimilar cam
motions, to which this Province might otherwise be expofed. 

With refpect to the indulgence extended by the regulations 
" to fuch of the fettlers as may happen to be feated on lots refer-. 
" ved for the fupport of a Protefi:ant Clergy, and fqr the future 
" difpofition of ~he Crown," whom the Committee appear to ~on• 
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fider as intruders, · His Excellency thought it right to explain to 
the Board, the reafons on which that indulgence was founded. 

When the Settlements were commenced in the year 1792, it 
was intended by the Provinci.1l Government, that the refervations 
for the Church and for the Crown fhould be located in the Pour 
Corners of the feveral inland Townihips that were fituated on Ri
vers or Lakes: this determination is contained in the Minutes of 
Council of the 11th October, 1792, and the firtt Settlers made 
their arrangements accordingly. Afterwards, in the fummer of 
the year 1793, the mode of locating thefe Refervations was alter
ed, and it was determined in Council, on the l~th of Augufr, 
1 793, that the applicants for tive Townlbips (three of which had 
been then alreaJy begun to be fctt1ed, although only one of them 
had been yet granted) fhould have it in their option whethe1· to 
have the refervations in thoie rownfhips located in four parallelo 
grams, running through the Townfhips, from front to rear, or to 
have them located in detached lots: they chafe the mode of pa
rallelograms, and made th\.1r arrangements accordingly The 
fettlers, on fome other Town:fhips also, taking it for granted that 
one general fyfttm would prevail through the whole, made their 
arrangements in the fame manner. On the 1Oth of October, 
1794, the former orders refpecting the allocationof the refervationo; 
were virtuatly refcinded, and it W<lS determined in Council that the 
refervations, in all the fownfhips, fhould be located in detached 
lots, conformably to certain U1agrams contained refpectively at 
pages 362 and 374 of the book C upon the table. In confeqnence 
of thefe alterations the reservations fell in fundry inftances upon 
lots that had been fettled on; and His Excellency could not but 
flatter himfelf that the Board wou.d from hence readily perceive 
the propriety and juil:ice upon whic11 that part of the regulations 
was founded 

As the objections containEd in the report of the Committee, 
refpecting the 1'hird Article of the regulations, anJ the compari
fon between the conduct of the app~icant~ referred to in the ..__'f'
cond and 1'/iird article~ (namely tho.e who had actually proceeded 
to the Settlements and thofe who had not) are budt altogether 
upon the fuppofiuon that thoii! of the applicants who proceeded 
to the fettlement of the land they petitioned for, had, in fo doing, 
acted in difobedience to the directions of the Executive Govern
ment: And His ExceHtncy had alreaJy fhewn that that iuppofi
tion was founded on a miftake, a11d that they had in fact been 
thereunto encouraged by the .E.xecLttive Government, anti were 
expected by the .Executive Government fo to do, the whole of 
the objections here ftated by the Committee would, 1is Excellen
cy conceived, fall of courfe. 

No remark having been made by the Committee, refpccting 
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nevolence is extended in a certain degree to thofe of the applicants 
who may have put themfelves to the expenfe of exploring the 
Townfhips they fo petitioned for) His Excellency had of courfe 
nothing to obferve to the Board thereon. 

In regarc to the F{ftll article of the Regulations (by w hi eh per .. 
fons therein defcribed, having purchafed the pretenfions of others 
are to be confidered as fianding in their place and fiead) in the 
exec1:1tion of which the Committee apprehend much difficulty, 
His Excellency obferved to the Board, that the deterrninations 
and counter-determinations herein before mentioned, refpecting 
the allocation of the lands fo to be referved, the delays year after 
year, in regard to the palling of the grantg, and in a word the cre
neral uncertainty with which the bufinefs appeared to be cond~c
ted, difheartened a great number of faithful applicants, who had 
intended to fettle in this Province, and who had for that' purpofe 
incurred expenfes, fome to a greater and others to a lefs amount; 
fundry of thefe dispofed of their pretenfions to others who po!fes
fing more confidence in His Majefiy's Government, retained an 
idea that things would eventually come right; and paid to the for
mer a confideration, by way of reimburfement for the trouble 
and expenses they had been at. On this account it was thought 
perfectly reafonable and nght that thofe of the purchafers, who 
actually meant to come in and fettle on the land, fhould fiand in 
the place of thofe from whom they had fo purchased. This was 
the principle upon which the l '!fth Regulation was founded ; 
and his Excellency could not but consider it as a most jufr and 
equitable one. Neither could His Excellency conceive that there 
can be any material difficulty in carrying it into effect. In thofe 
cafes where there fhall be no caveats, there can certainly be no 
difficulty, and where there :!hal! happen to be caveats, nothing 
more can be nece!fary than to hear and determine them be
fore the Governor in Council, in the fame manner as caveats 
amongfr applicants for grants of land were heretofore heard and 
determined in His Majesty's other Colonies, now the American 
States. There were feldom, His Excellency obferved, any very 
great difficulties in ascertaining even thofe truths that were requi
red to guide the confcience in the folemn and awful duties of gi
ving judgment in cafes of life or death: and His Excellency could 
not conceive it to be poffible that there could be any great ddficul
ty in afcertaining iuch truths as would guide the judgment in the 
difpofal of a few thoufand acres of wild land to fettlers, in a coun
try which His Majeity had fo long directed to be fettled. 

In regard to the szxtlz article of the regulations (which intimates 
that the dispofal of the wafte lands, in future, except in certain 
cafes, will be by public Sale) His Excellency obferved, that the 
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expenfes with which the mother Country was burthened for the 
fupport of the Civil Government of this Province, had long been 
confidered by very refpectable people, both at home and here, as 
being, at least, in a great meafure, unreafonable and unnecefsary; 
and the more fo as the waste lands of the Crown in this Province 
alforded fo important a refource without any burthen to the inha
bitants. It had alfo, His Excellency faid, been long reprefented 
by numbers of respectable people, that the difpofal of the wa!l:e 
lands by public fale, under proper conditions of fettlement and 
cultivation, would be in every point of view, infinitely preferable 
to the granting them t~ perfons petitioning ; not only with ref
pect to the fums that might be thereby raifed for the fupport of 
Government, but likewise with refpect to the more fpeedy Set
tlement and culti~ation of the country by able and indu!l:rious far
mers, and the consequent population and profperity of the Pro
vince. It was truly natural, His Excellency faid, when one con
fiders the flow progrefs that has hitherto been made in the grant
ing and fettling of the lands, that fuch reprefentations ihould be 
attended to by His Maje!l:y's Mini!l:ers. 

With refpect to obtrufive fettlers coming in to make their pit
che'i as they term it, and as noticed by the Committee in this part 
of their report; His Excellency obferved, that from the operation 
of certain caufes, which (although they might be traced to an 
earlier period) firil: began to make their appearance in the newly 
fettled parts of the country, about the latter end of the year 1795, 
or the beginning of the year 1796, there had been more reafon 
to apprehend in fiances of that fort late than formerly. Were 
thofe caufes to be fully open, Hjs Excellency faid, many of the 
people whom there was reafon to expect might undertake long 
journies upon that errand would be found to merit commifseration, 
not reproach. His Excellency hoped he might never find it ne
ceifary to enter into an explanation of thofe caufes; he certainly 
never would explain them unlefs it fhould become neceifary; and 
he had the fulle!l: reafon to hope, and to believe, that by faithful
ly carrying into execution the directions he had received through 
His Majefty'~ Secretary of State, as communicated to the Board; 
and by difpoling of the wafi:e lands in future (except in certain ca
fes) at open and public fale, every poflible evil, that might other
wife be apprehended, would be effectu1lly avoided. 

His Excellency obferved to the Board, that, although the pofi
tion on which the report of the Committee is built (to wit, that 
the applicants who had proceeded to the fettlement of the lands 
without having obtained legal titles, ought to be confidered as in
truders) appears to ha~ been taken as an a.t·iom, in its nature 
fo evident as to be entitled to univerfal aifent; yet, it had appear-

1 
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ed to him, from the moment he arrived in this Government, and 
wa~ informed of the manner in which the land bufinefs had been 
conducted;-To wit, th:lt fince the conclufion of the American 
war (which was then thirteen years) many public invitations had 
been given for people to fettle in this Province ; that feveral hun. 
dred familit:s had embraced thofe invitations, and that many thou
fimds woulcl gladly have followed their fteos; but that, during 
that whole length of time, only one Grant had pa:ffed the Seal ; 
It appeared to him, Hts Excellency faid, from the moment hear
rived and learnt this to be the cafe, that no pofition could with 
fafety be taken, without first examining with great ca1·e and atten
tion all the parte; with which it might be connected, as well with 
refpect to circumftances consequent, and thofe pusent and thofe 
antrNrln:t. 

On his making fi:il l further and further enquiries, His Excellen.
cy laid, he found that the opinions entertained by different people 
were fo extremely wide, and oftentimes so diametrically contrary. 
to each other, that the fubject appeared to him to be of infinitely 
too great magnitude t::> be decided upon in this Country. He there
fore thought it his duty to lay before His Majefi y's Minifrers a 
brief hifi:orical narrative of the proceedings; in the order of time 
in which they took place ; and as they fiand recorded in the 
Books now upon the table. This he accompanied with a true and 
faithful (though brief) fi:atement of the pofitions and arguments 
that had been fct up, both.fo;· and against the app l icant~ ; and 
fubmitted the i:ffue, fo joined, to the decifion of His Majeily's 
Minifiers. 

The evidence npon which the iiTue was determined was copied 
from the books now upon the table ; it confifted not of partial ex
tracts from any recorded document, but of the full copy, although· 
certain parts thereof might not immediately relate to the points in 
quefiion. The decifion is contained in the regulations communi ... 
cated to the Board on the 1 J th u ltimo. 

His Excellency iikewife obferved that in the framing of thofa 
regulations, the Report of the Committee of the whole Counci l of 
24th May, 1797, which ftated that the faith of Government had 
not been pledged, except in the cafes therein Jefcribed, was ta
ken a<> a Datum. In as much however as a number of applicant5, 
who did not come within the benefit of that Report, had, upon 
the encouragement that had been held out to them by His lVIajes
ty's Government in Canada, embarked their labour and property 
~n carrying on the fettlement, and others in preparations for e<Jr· 

ryinrr on the settlement of the lands tlu y had petitioned for, 
agre~ab l y to what they had underfi:ood and believed to be His 1\tia-· 
j efi:y's gracious intentions; His MajeH:y's fervants judged, and 
1n His Excellency's opinion th ry had judged with equal wisdom 
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and goodncfs of heart, that although the f.1irh of Government 
had not been confidered to be literally pledged to t '1 em, yet, it 
would be utterly inconfiflent with His Majefiy's Honour and 
Dignity, that people, who had fo embarked their labour and pro
perty, upon the en-couragement held out to them under His .IVIa
Jefiy's authority ilwuld fail of fharing in His Royal benevolence; 
and the regulations were fo framed, as to proportion His .Majes
ty's benev~lence (as nearly as general rules could well admit) ac
cording to the difrerenr degrees in whic.h the different clailes of 
applicants had exerted themselves, under the encouragement that 
had been fo held out to them; than which His Excellency coQcei
ved, nothing could be more truly honourable or more religioufiy 
jufl:. 

His Excellency could not but flatter himfelf that the exp1ana
tions he had now made would induce the board to entertain a ve
ry different opinion of the regulations from that contained in the 
Report of the Committee : His Excellency likewife flattered him
felf with hopes, that the Board would coincide with him in opin
ion ( efpecially when it was confidered that the applicantc;, :who 
were the objeCl:s of His Majefty's Royal benevolence, 'had al
ready laboured in fufpenfe during fix long years) that it would be 
proper that His Majetty's gracious intentions fhould be, in fome 
way or other, made known to them without delay, to the end 
that their long and painful anxieties might ceafe ; and that they 
might come forward with gratitude and cheerfulnefs of heart, to 
take out their grants, according to the proportions prefcribed by 
the regulations ; preparatory to the carrying into execution His 
Majefl:y's further gracious intentions, of raifing by future dispo
fals of the wafte lands, a fund to be appropriated, by His Majefiy, 
towards defraying the civil expenfes of the Province. 

ORDERED, by His Excellency, that it be referred to a Com
mittee of the whole Council, to confider of the most pro
per means of communicating, to the parties concerned, 
His Majefiy's gracious intentions contained in the regula
tions laid before the :Board on the 11th ultimo, and to re .. 
port the fame to His Excellency with all convenient dis
patch. 

A true Extract. 

(Signed) 

1 2 

THOl\lAS CARY, 

A. C. Ex. C .• 
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THURSDAY, 20th S~pte~ber, 1798. .. "~ 

At the Council Chamber in the Caftle of St. Lewis. 
~ 

PRESENT, 

His Excellency RoB.ERT PREscoTT, Efq. Governor, and 
The Honourable W. Ofgoode, Chief Juftice; 
The Lord Biihop, Fran<;ois Baby, and} Efc .· Hugh Finlay, John Young, quires. 

T HE entry of Minutes of the laft Meeting of the Board 
(9th of July laft) being read, His Excellency requefted that 

it might be remembered that the order for recording the Report 
of the Committe\! of the 20th June (relative to the new regula
tions then lately received through His Majefiy's Secretary of titate, 
in conformity to the inihucrion under His Majefty's Royal Sign 
Manual, bearing date at St. James's, the 15th day of Auguft, 
1797, communicated to the Board on the 11th of June, laft) was 
not 1.:oluntary on his part; but, on the contrary, that the draft of 
the Minute which His Excellency on that day brought forward 
fiood thus, " His Excellency laid before the Board ~ Report of 
" a Committee of the whole Council, dated the 20th of June laft, 
'' upon the reference of the 1 1 th of the fame month refpeCl:ing 
" the W afte lands. of the Crown, which was read and ordered to 
" be filed;" and that it was purely in compliance with a requeft 
of the Board that His Excellency had permitted the word '' filed'' 
to be firuck out, and the word " entered" to be fubfrituted in its 
place. 

His Excellency could not but feel fome degree of regret, at the 
circumftance of that requeft being made andcomplied with: His re
gret, His Excellency faid, arofe from this confideration; the records 
of the proceedings 1 elative to the granting of the Wafie lands of the 
Crown, by an okl fianding order, perfectly conformable to His 
Majefty's Royal inftruCl:ions, and therefore to be held in all cafes 
inviolably facred, wer~, what they undoubtedly ought to be, open 
for th€ information and fatisfacrion of all perfonsconcerned therein. 

It appeared to him, His Excellency obferved, that when, on 
any fubjeCl:, there might happen to be a momentary difference of 
opinion between the Governor and his Council, it would be much 
better that their reafonings fhould be put, at leaft for fome time, 
on special files, to be open only to the Governor and Members of 
the Council, (or to fuch other particular individuals as might ob
tain fpecial permiffion from the Governor or from fomc Member 
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oft he Council for that purpofe) to the end that the same might be 
reconfidered, whereby an Union of opinion might take place pre
vious to the recording, than to record at once the different opinions 
fo entertained. For although His Excellency would in fuch cafes 
always endeavour on his part, to confider the fubjefl: so fully be
fore-hand, as not to be afraid of fubmitting his opinion thereon 
to the judgment of the whole world, and although he would al
ways be ready on his part to correct by a fidure document any mis
take (all men being at times liable to error) that he might at any 
time discover in a rn·ior one; yet, (admitting likewife that the 
fame dispofitions fhould equally prevail in the breafis of all the 
Members of the Council, His Excellency could fee no ufe in en
tering upon record, opinions that were not coincident ; at leaft un
til they ihould be reconfidered . 

.. The reafon His Excellency faid, which indu::ed to prefer the 
putting of fuch difterent opinions in all future cafes upon spc
cial.fil~'s, was this, he could fee no good rea ton why any momen. 
tary difference of opinion between the Governor and the Council, 
fhould be open to the public; whtch mutt be the cafe in regard to 
the Land-bufiness, if entered upon Record: for, His Exctllency 
faid, he could on no accouut whatever depart fo far from the or
ders of his Royai M afier, as to allow any of His J\lajefi:y's Infi:ruc
tions relativ-e to the granting of the Waf1e Lands of the Crown, 
or ;my of the proceedings had thereon, fo far as the fame fuall be 
ent€red on record or placed of record upon the ordinur!J Files, to 
be kept for the parties concerned. 

His Majefty's Royal InfrruCl:ions, in order to avoid all caufes of 
complaint with refpect to partic.lity, fi:riftly enjoin (in addition to 
any publication that might be made by "Proclamation or other
wife,") that all inftruftions which His Majdl:y has give.n, or may 
hereafter give" relating to the palling grants of lands in conform
" ity to the ACl: paffed in the thirty-first year of His Reign, be 
" entered upon record, for the information and fatisfaCl:ion of all 
" parties whatever that may be concerned therein." 

The infi:ruftion relating to caufing " a publication to be made 
by Proclamation or oth~rwife," gi:es in fon~e degree a discreti~n
ary po,~e~, to ~c exerc1fed by t~o1~ who nught be entrufi:e~ wah 
the adlmmfiratwn of the Provme1al Government : But Hts l\1a
jefty's Royal commands, that his iuft:ruCtions fuall be entel ed up
on record and that all p1rties concerned fhall have free accefs to 
thofe Rec~rds, are in no degree dicn.tiunar!h but in every re!:. 
pea positive. 
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W e·re the parties to ha,·e free access to the Records for the purpose mt-rely of knowing His Majefty's Royal Infhuctions, confidered by themfelves, ieparate and diftincr from the proceedings had thereon, such accefs could be of no poffible avail to them. The inftructions therefore, together likewife with the proceedings thereon, in which the intereHs of individu:1ls may be concerned, are neceffarily included in His 1\fajefty's Royal Commands ; and His Excellency can on no condition (.at leaft on no condition ihort of an express permiffion from his Royal mafter) alLow His Majefl:y's commands to be difobeyed. 

His Excellency then informed the Board that he had received a Report of the Commi[tee of the whole Council dated the 9th of Auguft, and delivered on the 16th of the fame month, upon the reference of the 9th of July laft.-On perufing the Report, His Excellency fi1id, he found that certain parts thereof contained opinions w hi eh he could not exaCtly coincide with ; he had therefore made certain remarks in writing, relative to the points wbich appeared to him in a different light from that in which they had appeared to the Committee; which, together with the Report he was about to lay before the Board. 

As His Excellency had not till now, explained his reafons with refpec~ to the placing of any documents on ~pecial Filr s; it was his in~ention, i-n the prefent inftance, to make fuch Order as the Board might think proper to advife, whether to put the prefent report together with his remarks thereon upon a Spr('ial File as above defined, or to enter them upon record: and if the Board !hml'ld not be prepared to favour him with their advice therein, he !hould order the Report and his Remarks to be put on fuch Special File for the prefent, and not recorded until further orders may be given therein by the Governor, after the expiration of ten days from this time. 

His Excel!ency then laid the Report, together with the Remarks he had made thereon in writing, before the Board ; which being read and conGdered, the Chief J uftice, in the name and on the behalf of the l\tlembers prefent, advifed that the fame be entered; and His Excellency having given his word, in m.anner above-rnentioned, ordered the same to be entered of Recorc.l acco·rdingly. 
TilE REPORT. 

[N. :a. The different paragraphs are numbered 1, 2, 3, &c. for the purpofe of enabling the reader to refer the mo!"e eafily to the correfpondent parts of the Governor's remarks, which are numbered in the fame manner.] 
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To I/ is Fxrr !lenrt; RoBERT PREsCOTT, E. 'lu:rr·, CaptaiN (h
n~Tal and 0 ot'f'rtwr in Glut'{ (~F the Pro1:ince of Lozcer
( anada, '-·c. ~·c. t\(. 

REPORT of a Committee of the whole Council, Prefent, the 
Chief 1 ultice, and feven other Mt:!mbers of the- Council, on your 

Excellency 's Order of Reference of the 9th ulti·no, " to con
" fider of the mofi proper means of communicating to the par
" tics concerned, His Majefl:y's gracious intemions cont-.:\tned 
" in the Regulations laid before the Board on th.e 11th ultimo," 
re~ peeling tr..e Walte Lands of the Crown . 

• ~la.IJ it please l'our· E .rcr:llency, 

1. In obedience to your Excellency's commanJs, the Commit-· 
tee have taken into ferious confideration yo 1r Excellency\ order 
of reference, of the 9th July lafl, '' to con lid er of the moll pro
" ptr means of communicating to the parties concerned, His .1\la
,, jefi:y's gracious intentions contained in the Regulations bid be
'' fore the Board on the 11th June la1t ,'' and after tendering their 
mofl: thankful acknowledgments for the folicitude manift!U:ed by 
your Excellency to explain the import of the regulations commu
nicated in the Order of Ref~rence of the llth June lafr, by en
tering into a detail of the motives that gave rife to them; rhe 
Commiteee will avail themfelves of the authority of such example, 
and with all deference lay before your Exceilency a more exten· 
five view of the reafons that induced them to make the report of 
the 20th June last, as well as of the report which they now fub
mit to your Excellency's wisdom, which would have been foo_r1er 
presented but for their continued atten<.lance at the Court of A p
peals, and the difficulties they have experienced in endeavouring 
lO obtain necetlary documents. 

2. \Vith evt.ry dispofition to profit by your Excellency's sttperior 
judgment, they beg to obferve before they enter upon the subjeCt 
that if in deli\·ering their fentiments, the Committee may appear to 
differ in opinion from others, . they hope that such variance may 
not fubjeCt them to the impl'tation of cafting cenfure upon any: 
one, bec,mfe if difference of opinion do neceifarily imply cenfure, 
benevolent men will ~ave no Judgment to exercife; and if dis
cuffion mufi: pro<.luce discord, a deliberate Council is ill calculated 
to anfwer the ends of its infi:itution. 

S Another obfervation tht> Committee will take the liberty of 
premifing, v,rhich they hope will tend to relieve that laud,\ble anx
it:<ty fo feelingly expreEed by your EJr.cellency in thofe cafes of 
compaffion which are mentioned in .the Order of lld~ccnce; rh~ 



80 

Report already made by the Committee, conduces to this matter 
of opinion, that it is not expedient for the prefent to make public 
the Regulations communicated to them, and it neither follows as 
a necdfary or natural confequence, that therefore Government is 
not bound to fulfil every engagement which in equity they may be 
faid to have contr r1 Cted with the public. On the contrary, the 
Committee truft th:.1t your Excellency will meet with a zealous co
operation on their part, to keep His Majefiy's facred word invio
late, and to perform whatever in jufi:ice or honour may be requi
red of the Executive Government. They are under no apprehen
fion that the faith of Government will not be preferved, though 
they are fearful that its liberality may be abu{ed; and therefore 
they were diffident of recommending pub:ic notice to be given of 
thr Regulations. 

4. The Committee would hold themfelves to be deficient in the 
obfervance of refpecHul ufages, were they to omit expreffing their 
acknowledgments for the apology your Excellency is pleafed to 
frame for their fuppofed in1dvertence to the prefent bufiness: 
H ad the oblig:ttion proceeded from a lefs exalted quarter, they 
might have qt1alified their gratitude by some obfervations in their 
own jufi:ification, from which they will for the prefent abftain. 

5. '\Vith reg:trd to the Extrall: cited by your Excellency, the 
Committee are ready to admit that it appears to countenance the 
procedure mentioned in the Order of Reference: llut with re- r 
gard to that document, it h1s long fince been confiLlered a nullity, 
both with refpect to the objeCt of its immediate tendency, and 
alfo as confi:ituting an authority to juftify the proceeding al. 
luded to. The objeCt of its immediate te11dency was to obtain a 
fupply of 5urveyors for the new To\Ynfhip'> at the joint expense of 
the Crown and the Applicants; this divifion of payment was for 
forne time deemed to be an authorized meaiiue; but it being wife-
ly confidered by His l\tlajefiy's Minifters, that it was fufficient for 
the Crown to extend its bounty, without incurring an additional 
charge on account of its liberality; the Governor received in con
fequence, authentic information that the Crown would be at no 
further expenfe on that object. From ~his period the document' 
in question has been looked upon as a dead letter: as an authority 
to jufiify the proceeding alluded to it is null, becaufe it was made 
under the prevalence of a temporary miftake, and is in direct con .. 
travention of His Majefiy's Infiructions. 

5. To explain more fully the nature of this temporary mifi:ake, 
the Committee, with your Excellency's permiffion, will enter in
to a brief narrative of the proceedings of the Land-granting De
partment, by which the delay that has already obtained may be 

j 
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partly accounted for ; and the pofition afferted by the Committee 
in their former Report, that they have uniformly endeavoured to 
repel actual fett lement before a compliance with the previous for
malities, will be eftablifhed by the moft authentic proofs. 

It appears by an Entry in the Council Book marked (C) of the 
20th February, "~1792, that a Land Committee was on that day 
named in Council. 

On the 17th March, 1792, a Report of the Committee of the 
whole Council upon certain doubts fuggefted by the Land Com
mittee is entered. In this Report after obferving " that an abun
dant population of thefe countries feems to be the main objeCt: of 
the Royal inftrucrions," the Chairman of the Committee propofed 
a plan of the ordinary progref.s of the Pufiness of the Land Office 
Department as follows: 

lft. A Petition to the Governor for the vacancy defired under 
a defcription to be accurately afcertained by a future Survey. 

2d. The Reference of it to a Committee of the Council for 
their Report. 

3d. Judgment in Council thereon; anJ when for the Grant, 
an Order for issuing a JiVarrant to the Surveyor General, for the 
Return of a Survey agreeable to the Royal infiructions; this 
Warrant to be under the Governor's Hand and Seal at Arms. 

4th. Then the adjuftment in Council for the £hares of each of 
the Patentees. 

5th. A Tranfiniffion of the Lift by the Clerk of the Council to 
the Commiffioners for taking their qualifications under ftanding 
infiructions- for that purpose, w .ithin the time limited by an Act 
or Minute of the Council. 

6th. A Report from the Commmiffioners to the Council-Office ; 
whence thofe papers are to go into the hands of the Attorney Ge
neral for his Report to the Secretary's Office of the Draft of a 
Patent. 

7th. The Patent to be there engroffed and iffued under the 
Great Seal upon payment of the Fees due to all the Officers con
cerned, and to be accordingly dftributed by the Secretary, who 
is to record the Patent, and preferve all the detached files. 

After which it is recorded " that the Committee concur in the 
"mode of proceeding aforementioned fuggested by the Chair," 
and this Report was fin:1lly confirmed in Council. 

From fome caufe which it were ufelefs now to inquire into, it 
fo happened, that the progrefs of businefs proposed by the Chair
man of that day, directly inverted the courfe commanded by 
His Majefty's inftructions ; for it appears that by the progrefs pro .. 

1U 
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not only to the amount of the applicants, but even to thofe who were fuppofed to have made actual 8ettlement on the land; who, having neglected to comply with the terms of the notice, were clearly fubjeCl: to the· penalty thereby announced. After these forfeitures had accrued, it was generally underftood that in addition to those perfons who had fatisfied themfelves with a bare Warrant of Survey of the outlines of a Township, a number of others, under various pretexts, fame from having purchased pretenfions, and others becaufe it fuited their intereft, had made actual fettlement in various quarters; and many upon Lands referved for the fupport of a Protefiant Clergy, and the f11ture difpofition of the Crown. To check this propenfity, it was thought expedient to iffi1e a Proclamation as mentioned in the former Report ; but this Proclamation never was intended by the Executive Council, nor could upon any principle of sound conftruction, be fupposed to affect the parties alluded to in your Excellency'sOrder of Reference, who might have an equitable claim upon Government, but thofe only who having forfeited their claim, or having no claim at all, had made actual Settlement without fufficient authority. 

Thefe fucceffive meafures would be alone fufficient to evince the anxiety of the Executive Council to refift actual Settlement without authority, from the firfr moment that the necefhry powers to carry the granting of Lands into effect were in exifrence; but the mofr convincing proof of their difpofition, as well as of the influence of that dispofition upon the public opinion, arifes from the conduct and forbearance of a numerous body of Applicants ot approved Loyalty, who poifeffed of that operative Inftrument, a Warrant of Survey, have, from a principle of decency, refrained from taking poifefilon. This is a fact, which added to their public notjces, affords, in the opinion of the Committee, the ftrongefr proof of the pofition they have aiferted. 
10. For the purpofe of applying the effect of the Regulations, the Committee will divide the applicants who have made actual iettlement, into two claifes, without attending to tht; numerous perfons who have fo done becaufe it fuited their interefi:. 
Fint. They who come firictly under the defcription fet forth in the fecond regulation, and have alfo obeyed the notices iifued by the Executive Council. 
S'aoudly. They who come under the faid defcription but not obeyed the notices iffued by the Executive Council. 

Refpecting thofe of the firfi Clafs, the Committee never entertained a doubt but they had an equitable claim, which the Committee have ever been ready to confirm. 
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Refpecting the fecond clafs, the number of. which it will not be 
eafy to afcertain, becaufe the Returns relate to the obeJient only, 
but which clafs (if Judgment is to be formed by common Report, 
or by inference drawn from the limited number of thofe who ap
pear by the Returns of the Commiffioners to have obeyed) muft 
be confiderable; the Committee are under great ditri.culty to 
know whether they are to partake or be excluded from the bene
fit of the Regulation. 

11. With. regard to the explanation given by your Excellency 
concerning the Refervations, the Committee are ready to admit 
that it may apply to the fmall number of Townfhips alluded to, 
but the queftion with the Committee is, whether it :1pplies to the 
remaining Town!hips; for it is to be observed that the directions 
are not partial but general. 

12. The Committee have paid due attention to your Excellen
cy's Remarks on the purchafe of pretentions; and with a view of 
afCertainiug how far fuch pretentions may extend, they thought 
it expedient to call for the documents fiated in their J ournat, 
from the refpective Officers therein mentioned; but with thefe 
materh!s they have not been duly fu}>plieJ; and in the retardment 
they have met \Vith, the Committee are concerned to find, fuch 
familiar ufe has been made of your Excellency's name, that you 
are reprefenteJ as having cond.::fcended to cotnment on the pur
poses to which such documents may app1y : urrder the{e circum-
11:ances therefore, the Committee are compelled to proceed upon 
lef" complete information than they could have wifhec.J, and fuch 
as by perfonal fearch of the Records they can obtain, 

13. Your Excellency will percei\"e from a Report of the Sur-: 
veyor-General of the 19th Augufi, 1790, entered in the Council 
llook of State AfFairs, (Letter H. page~), that the wail:e and un .. 
granted lands of the Crown, lying on the fouth fide of the River 
~t. Lawrence, are fi:ated to be above 20,700,000 acres. By corn· 
puting the Returns, as appears by the Schedule annexed to this 
Report, it appears that upwards of 300 Leaders with nearly 
11,000 profefsed A!fociates may have pretenfions under Warrants 
of .Survey, to the moft defirable portions of this extenfive Tract; 
the value of which, were it calculated at prefent, or at no very 
difi:::mt day, by eftimates already given in upon 03th in His Ma. 
jefty's Courts of J ufi:ice, would amoun~ to upwards of two .Mil
lions fierling ; it may therefore be read1ly concluded what exer
tions are likely to be made to e!l:ablifh pretcnfions to this extenfive 
boon when founded on the fpecious plea of delay on the part of 
Gov:rnment; and ihould the fate of fuch pretenfions receive en .. 
couragement, the Committee apprehend that the unclaimed refi-
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due will not afford a very productive source of Revenue to anfwer His Majefiy's gracious purpofes. Thefe circumfiances the Committee have thought it expedient to fiate, not with a view of prduming to set limits to His Majefiy's bounty, but as matters of fact, which they deem it necelfary His Majefty's Minifiers :fhould be apprized of. 

14. The Committee have alfo paid due attention to your Excellency's obfervations on the facility of adjudging on the purchafe of pretenfions; and have likewise confidered the analogy fuggefi:ed from the nature of the invefiigation of fact in cafes of life and death. How painful foever the discharge of thofe duties may be, the feelmgs of thofe who prefide on fuch folemn occafions, are greatly alleviated by the confideration, that crimes are defined with precif1on, the courfe of proceeding efiablifhed by long expe:rience, and the effect of e\'idence fettled by a feries of Determinations. Eut in the prefent caft!, firfi principles are to be previoufly eftabliilied ; \Vhat confiitutes a Pretenfion? What ihall amount to a s~ttlement ? What fpecies of conveyance £hall be evidence of a purchafe? thefe appear to be fimple quefiions, but judicious men would hefitate before they could be prevailed on to anfwer them. When thefe points are fettled, the inquiry mufi proceed with precautions unattended to in the ordinary courfe of bufinefs. Evidence must even be required that every party named, has or had,. a phyfical exiftence. For the Committee truft that the right of the- Crown will not be concluded by the very :fimple procefs alluded tE> in the order of Reference, that becaufe no Caveat is entered, therefore there can be little doubt ; the opening to collufion, being_ in fuch. cafes but too manifefi:. And as Testimony, though. difficult to be obtained, will be procured in a common cauie; and as many confciences may not revolt at the means employed to pronue the lands, of the Crown ; the vigilance of the King's Servants mufi: be exerted in proportion ; with the discouraging reflection that after every effort it will be baffled, and that while they perfuade themfelves they are: dispenGng jufi:ice, they will in fact be only mini£tering to the triumph of fraud. 

If the being named in a Warrant of Survey con!litutes a preten:tion, 'vhen it is coniidered that pretenfion is a plant of prolific growth in every foil, and that many thoufands may avail themtdves of fuch Claims; what time may it not require to adjuft them? 

Apprized as the Commiltee are of the innumerable frauds that have already been practifed, of which they could produce abundant proof, as well as of the frauds which are daily pr(lctifing, ref1">ecting the W afte Lands of the Crown, with all the draw back 
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f uncertainty avowedly attending the f1)cculation, it being well 
known that three patents only luve been itfued; The Committee 
almoft lhudder at the deluge of iniquity with which they must be 
overwhelmed fuould the traffic of pretenfions be confirmed; and 
finding that ordinary language is too feeble to exprefs their apprc
henfions, they will dwell no longer upon the fubject than fincere
ly to implore a further confideration, how far it may be expedient 
to authorize a proceeding tending to confound Pofiefiion \vith. 
Right, and to encourage thofe loofe notions of property which in 
thefe days are but too prevalent. 

1.3. Attending to the progreffive courfc obfervcc.l in the Order 
of Refepence, the Committee are now come to a part of it whicl1 
give5 them great difquietude; and though they are prevented by 
a fenfe of decorum from citing detached portions for the purpose 
of commenting thereon, yet they are compelled in jufi:ice to them
felves to obferve that by a particular paffage in the Order of Re
ference they are reduced to very confiderable embarratiinent. The 
part alluded to mufi: be defigned either for the purpofe of explana
tion, or for fome other purpofe; if for the former, it need not 
be obferved that explanation receives fmall aid from the language 
of myflery, or rather from an averment that the matters alluded 
to never ihould be explained, unle!s it fhould become neceffary ; 
but if it be intended to convey the idea of which it is clearly fufcep
tible, the Committee muft obferve of the perfon who advifed it, 
that he fhows little reverence for His M:tjefty's representative, by 
scattering vague and unworthy infinuations; or regard for His 1\'la
jefi:y's Executive Council, in prefuming they would be heard with 
indifFerence. 

16. Although the Executive have been accufl:omed to receive 
more ample and fpecific information, particularly in land matters, 
than it Ius been thought expedient to communicate by your Excel
lency's firfi: order of reference, on which the Committee forefee, 
that unless they are fupplied with fome more preciie document, 
they !hall be unable to proceed, from the manner obferved by 
thofe who have been directed to prepare it; yet they cannot omit 
exprelling their acknowledgments for the detail your Excellency 
has been pleafed to give of the materials laid before His l\1ajefty's 
Minifi:ers refpecting the object in quefi:ioq.. They beg leave to 
tender their approval of the courfe taken by your Excellency in 
not limiting your infornution to the documents contained in the 
Council Books, which, although unq11efi:ionably authentic fo far 
as they extend, are very inadequate to convey a comprehenfive 
account of the prcfent fi:,1te of land matters. 'I'hey are alfo grate
ful for the information given to the Committee, that finding opi-
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nions diametrically contrary to each other, you fubmitled a true and faithful fratement of the different arguments on the fubject. 
A conduct of this fort certainly evinced the most earnefl: defire 
of giving the fulleft information. At the fame time, recollecting the groundlefs reports and abfurd notions that pre
vailed in public, and having heard nothing that deferved the 
name of argument, a term which your Excellency's curtesy has affigned to their dikourfes; the Committee cannot but lament the peculiar difficulties under which your Excellency mufi: have laboured in bringing forward . what was worthy of the 
confideration of His l\tlajefiy's Minifiers ; at the fame time they 
regret that among the repeated inquiries, it was not thought ne
celfary to demand any opinion on the fubject from a particular body, where it is probable your Excellency would not have been perplexed by a diverflty of fentiment; becaufe the Executive Council are led to conclude, from that harmony which for fome 
years has happily fubfifl:ed among them (whether for the benefit of the Province or otherwife is not for them to determint-) with only 
one inft:ance of recorded divifion, and that in a matter where the 
public had no concern, they might at leaft have relieved your Ex
cellency from part of that difquietude which mufi: have arifen 
from the conflict of discordant fentiments. 

17. Without regarding the vague and idle difcourses of parti. cular perfons, the Committee will notice an error which was al
moft univerfally prevalent, which confirm'i the observation that inen of eager minds, when warped by intereft, are liable to fall into miftake, as thofe of confufed intellect. After the Report of 
the Committe€, on the quefi:ion how far the faith of government was pledged bedlme to be made known, the general inference was, that becaufe Government did not hold themfelves pledged 
to gratify the expectations of every speculator, therefore they 
did not mean to attend to the equitable claims of individuals. The Committee did not conceive that fuch a confequence could be deducible from their Report, and were therefore under no ap
preh~nfion that His Majefty's honour and dignity would fuffer 
thereby. 

18. Having again confldered the regulations propofed to be 
made public, the Committet fi:ill think it incumbent on them to reprefent the Complaints that will inevitably be made, for the 
reafons before affigned ; whether fuch complaints are of fufficient importance to be noticed, it rests not with them them to decide ; 
but they hold it their duty to fiate them. They are alto apprehen-
1ive that the equitable motive for the indulgence !hewn to actual 



89 

fettlement will be misunderftood ; and as the opinion of the peo

ple is greatly influenced by words, that the very terms ~tfectual 

Settlement, fo congenial to their notions, will dwell upon their 

ears, and that they will be mifapplied by future applicants, who 

will continue to think that actual sf'ltlemt nt is the firft ftep to fe .. 

cure the lands they petition for, which muft neceffarily produce 

the pernicious confequences pointed out in the former Report. In 

firm conviction of the truth of this opinion, and in full persuafion 

that whatever is fuggefted by purity of intention and fubmitted in 

terms of refpecr, will meet with a candid aceept:mce on the part of 

His Majesty's Minifters ; they will prefume to fuggeft that all the 

beneficial effects gracioufly intended to the description of appli

cants included in the fecond regulation, may be equally f~cured 

to them by fubfi:ituting other terms for effectual fettlement, in the 

form of the regulation to be made public ; the Committee pledging 

themselves to a due obfervance of the Spirit, and trufting that 

much inconvenience may be avoided by changing the I .. etter of 

the Regulations. On the fifth article, refpecting the purchafe of 

pretenfions, the Committee have already expreffed their fenti

ments, perhaps with too much anxiety; they will t~erefore only 

repeat their ferious requeft, that as thty are convinced its execu

tion will be attended with difficulties almofi: infuperable, and with 

confequences moft mifchievous, fo rhey humbly hope it may re

ceive fuch temperament as His Majefty's Minifters in their wis

dom may think it expedient to advife. 

l 9. Upon a reconfideration of the matters referred to them, 

and of the conclufion contained in their former report, the Com

mittee find no caufe to depart therefrom; and have therefore to 

requeft of your Excellency that it may be fubmitted to the confi

deration of His Majefi:y's Minifters, before the Committee under

take to propofe any means of communicating to the parties con~ 

cerned, His Majefty's gracious intentions as contained in the\-egu-
lations. · 

20. Having laid before your Excellency their deliberate opinion 

on the matter referred to them, the Committee, before they con

clude in the ufual terms of {ubmiffion, regret that they are under 

the necdlity of trefpaffing fomewhat further on your Excellency's 

patience from a circumftance conneCl:ed with the prefent order of 

Reference. By the correfpondence and examination frated in the 

Journal of the: 25th and 30th ult. refpectively, it appe:us that 

your Excellency has referred to fome authority of His Majefiy, 

other than the 38th inftruction, of which the Committee have not 

hitherto been apprized ; and that by your Excellency's conftruc

tion thereof, the Order of Reference on w hi eh the prefent report .. n 
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is founded bec-ame fuhjea to public · insP"ection, and was ac• 
tually perufed by various perfons before it came to the poifeffion of the Committee to whom it had been referred for deliberation, and of neceffity before the report could be framed there on. The Committee apprehend this courfe to be fo repugnant to the firft prin
ciples of propriety even in the ordinary tranfactions of life, that they can with difficulty perfuade themfel ves it would be fanctioned when applied to the important concerns of the Executive Govern
ment. On the prefent occafion however, the Committee cannot but express their regret and furprize at the fmall regard paid to 
their Council, when, after having received their deliberate and 
unanimou~ Report that it was not advisable for the prefent to make 
the regulations public, your Exce1lency iliould have been advifed to direct that both the regulations and the report thereon ihould 
be made public; and further, that when your Excellency was pleafed to require the Executive Council to confider of the moft 
proper means of communicating to the parties concerned, His Majefty's gracious intentions, your Excellency iliould at the fame 
time, before it were poffible for the Committee to report on the 
fubject, peremptorily direct that Copies of the regulations iliould 
be made out for fuch as chofe to apply for them; of which order many pedons have already availed themselves. By thefe meafures 
the eftimation in which your Excellency is pleafed to hold the Executive Council has become public and notorious ; and they cannot reflect on their fituation without confiderable uneafinefs. It is a condition to which no one having the honour to reprefcnt His 
Majesty heretofore in this Province, has thought it prudent to reduce them ; and they are confcious that the integrity of their con
duct, their attachment to His Majefty's interefts, and their zeal . for the credit of your Excellency's adminiftration, demanded a 
more regardful treatment. The Committee beg your Excellency to reflect, that :fhould His Majefty's Executive Council be degraded in the public efteem, the contempt of the King's Go\'ernment 
will have but one ftage farther to complete its progrefs. Being fatisfied ~herefore, that it imports His Majefty's interefts as well as their own feelings, that the opinions of the Executive Council fhould be entitled to fome attention, they humbly requeft your Excellency that regard may be had to this confideration in all future directions ; that the Committee may affemble in confidence 
in discharge of their duty to the King, without being reduced to 
the painful nece:ffity of concerting meafures in fupport of their own dignity. 

The Committee have accompanied this Report with a Journal of their proceedings, which they pray may be confidered as forming 
a part of their Report ; to which they have annexed various other documents. 
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All which is hu:nbly fubmitted to your Excellency's wisdom. 

By Order, 
(Signed) WILLIAM OSGOODE, 

Chairman. 
CoUNCIL CHAMBER, Biihop's Palace,} 

Quebec, 9th Augufr, 1798. 

THE ANNEXATIONS are 

1st. The Journal of the Committee. Viz: 
1798: 

16th July, containing 
Orders on the Clerk of the Council, and Surveyor General, re

quiring certain compilations. 
23d Ju(IJ• 

Further Orders on the Surveyor General. 
25th Ju?lf· 

A Correfpondence between the Governor's Private Secretary, 
the acting Clerk of the Council, and the Chief J ufrice, refpect· 
ing the proceedings being open to all parties interefred. And in
terrogations from the Committee to the Acting Clerk of the 
Council, with his anfwers on the fame fubject. 

30th July. 
Further interrogatories and anfwers of the fame parties on the 

fame fubject. 
4th August. 

Respecting the compilations required from the Surveyor Gene. 
ral, and acting Clerk of the Council. 

8th August. 
The Committee proceeded to take into confideration the Draft 

of their Report. 
9th. August. 

Refpecting a correspondence between Mr. Chief Jufiice MoNK 
and the acting Clerk of the Council, and an addrefs to the Gover-. 
nor on the fubject. 

Motion of Chief I ufiice Monk, to fubfritute a Report prepared 
by him, in the place of the one prepared and propofed by the 
Chairman of the Committee ; w hi eh was rejected, there being 
three votes for the motion and four againft it. 

2d. A fiatement of the number of perfons who had taken the 
Oaths, &c. prior to the 1st of Augufr, 1795. 

3d. Ditto of the whole number of perfons who had taken the 
Oaths, &c. fo £1r as the returns of the Commiffioners ha~c been 
received. 
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4th. A Letter from the Surveyor-General to the Acting Clerk 
ofthe Council, dated 18th July, 1798. 

5th. A ditto from ditto to ditto.-4th Auguft, ] 798. 
6th. An unfinifhed Schedule of applications for Townfhips,. 

with the proceeding') thereon, fubfequent to the 7th February, 
1792. 

THE GOVERNOR'S REMARKS 

On the Report of the Committee of the whole Council of the 
9th of Augufr, 1798, upon the Reference of the 9th of July, 
" to confider of the moft proper means of communicating to 
" the parties concerned, His Majefty's gracious intentions, 
" contained in the Regulations laid before the Board on the 
" 11th of June, refpeEting the Wafte lands of the Crown." 

1st. The Governor· obferves the " thankful acknowledgments'" 
of the Committee for his explanation of the import of the Regu
lations, and confiders the other bufinefs with which the Members 
of the Committee were occupied, as a fufficient reafon for the dis
tance of time between the date of the Reference, and that of the 
Report. The Report was not delivered till feven days after its 
date; during which the Mails for England were clofed, and the 
Fleet had left the Port. 

2d. The Governor very readily admits that differences of opi
nion do not neceffarily imply cenfure, nor fair difcuffion produce 
difcord among benevolent men: Much may depend upon the 
manner in which thofe opinions may be exprefied, with refpeEt to 
conveying cen!ure; and the benevolence of men's minds may 
f.ometimes be judged of by the truth and candour with which. 
they may ftate and. reprefent the Facts on which their opinions 
may be founded. 

Sd. The Governor will be very glad to receive that "zealous 
co-operation" which " the Committee truft he will meet with1

' 

on the part of the Members of the Council, " to keep His Majes
" ty's facred word inviolate, and to perform whatever in juH:ice 
" and honour may be required of the Executive Government :'' 
That the honour and good faith of His Majefty's Government in 
this Country may be preferved and supported, (or rather reftored 
and fupported, for it has been greatly impaired in the minds of 
many of his faithful people) is, fo far as relates to the prefent fub-
j ect, the fummit of the Governor's wtfhes. The Committee 
might have fpared their fears of the liberality of Government bt!ing 
abufed; the Governor's difpofition to prevent abuses, is by no 
means inferior to that of the Committee. 
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4,th. The Governor is senfible of the att€ntions of the Commit
tee " in the obfenance of refpectful ufages." 

5th. The extraCt from the Minutes of Council cited by the Go
vernor on the 9th of July lafr, contains explicit and irrefifrible 
evidence, that the Applicants were de facto invited, encouraged, 
and advifed, by the Executive Government, to come in and fettle 
upon the lands they had petitioned for, without waiting for any 
further forms prefcrib~d for iffuing legal titles: That the then 
immediate object, was to procure a fupply of Surveyors, is true: 
But the record contains the mofr exprefs and incontrovertible evi
dence of the caufes from whence the want of that fupply of Sur
veyors arofe: to wit :-The invitations and affurances that had 
been given by the Executive Government to the applicants, encou
raging them to come on and fettle ; and the expectations enter
tained by the Executive Government, that they would so come 
on, upon the faith of thofe invitations and affurances. 

How fuch a piece of written evidence of matter of fact, folemn-
1y given and delivered by two Committees of the Executive Coun
cil, and solemnly and deliberately recorded by the Executive Go
vernment itfelf, in Council convened, fuould, after the people had 
fo come on and fettled, be" confidered as a nullity" and" looked 
upon as a dead lett( 1·,'' quite surpaffes the Governor's comprehen
fion. 

How far the Executive Government of that day, might have 
laboured " under the prevalence of a temporary mifrake," the 
Governor does not think it decent in him, at tlzis day, to in
quire : But it would afford him pleafure that the Executive Go· 
vernment of the present day fhould not labour " under the preva
lence of temporary mifrakes." 

6th. The Governor haJ peru{ed the " plan of the ordinary 
" progrefs of the bufiness of the Land Office Department" adop
ted in Council (and publifhed in the Gazette) in March 1792, ci
ted in the prefent Report of the Committee ; and he had obfer
ved that a part of the expenfe of the furveys was thereby charge
able to the Crown ; which he conceived, (as do the Committee) 
to have been unneceffary: neither had it escaped the Governor's 
notice that the plan fo adopted, varied from the directions con
tained in His Majefry's Royal inftructions, in the inftance of is· 
iuing the Warrants of_furvey previous to the _App~icants takin~ 
and fubfcribing the reqmred oaths and declaratiOn, mftead of dl
reeting the oaths and declaration to be taken and fubfcribed pre .. 
vious to the iffuing of the Warrant of Survey. 

7th. The Governor had likewife underi1ood that upwards of 
an hundred and fifty Warrants of Survey for Townfuips, were is
sued long before any Commiffioners were appointed to adminifier 
the ~aths and receive the declarations, Rlentioned in His Majefty's 



infiructions; as a1fo, that the Settlements went on very tardily, in 
confequence principally of the uncertainty of the Applicants with· 
regard to the three points mentioned in report of the Committee, 
to wit:-.-- ; 
1ft. The pofition of the lands intended to be referved for the fup-

port of a Protefi:ant Clergy, and for the future difpofition of the 
Crown: 

2d. The amount of the feE's : and 
Sd. The quamity of land the Petitioners and their Affociates 

might expect. 
The firfi: of the above mentioned points, although no doubt of 

very confiderable weight, was however thought much lefs of 
than the third; becaufe it was naturally taken for granted, that if 
on the final determination of the pofltions of the Reftrvations, any 
part or parts thereof lhould fall upon any of the lots that might in 
the intermediate time be fettled on, the Settlers would be allowed 
to hold them on the fame terms as might be granted to future Oc
cupants of the referved lands. 

The Second point was of much lefs moment than the other 
two : Thofe of the applicants whofe views were directed bona.fide 
to the actual Settlement of the land, perfonally, did not confider 
the fees to be any very material object, although uncertainty there ... 
in was doubtlefs unpleafant. 

The 11tird of the above mentioned points was by far the moft 
importants to the applicants, it being indifpenfably neceffiuy for 
the carrying on of a new fettlement in an inland country with vi
gour, that the quantity of land fo to be granted, fhould be suffi
cient to reimburse, to thofe who firft engage therein, the e:rtra 
expenfes to which they mufi: be put, in opening roads through a 
pathlefs wildernefc;, and in bringing forward those necemries that 
are e:ffential to the formation of a new eftablifhment : Burthens 
from which future fettlers are exempt. 
· 8. The Governor was alw acquainted with the time which elap

sed before the above points were fettled, but the Committee are 
not quite correct in this part of their fi:atement. 

The Third of the above mentioned three points was determined 
in Council on the 17th of March, 1794, in confequence of a me
morial prefented to the late Governor (Lord Dorchefi:er) by Afa 
Porter and Nicholas AuH:in, " on behalf of themfdves and other 
cc leading Petitioners for lands in Lower-Canada, refiding in the 
" States of America." 

The ~First of the above mentioned three points was finally de
termined oh in Council on the 1Oth of October, 1794 ; the se
cond was not determined on till the 19th of Augufi:, 1795. 
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The Governor had likewife observed that no Commiflioner3 

were appointed for adminiftering the Oaths to the Applicants, and 
receiving their Declarations, until the month of October, 179 ~: 
But every principle of common reaion and common juitice, as 
well as every principle of honour and good faith, unite together 
in forbidding the Governor to admit that " the former pro
ceedings" containing the encouragement and 3ffurances given 
in the name and on the behalf of his Royal mafl:er were, 
(on account of any or e\'ery of thefe delays or defects in the 
conduct of his Servants) rendered " null:" The former pro
ceedings can be " nuU" only with rcfpcct to thofe who did 
not evince their acceptance of the encouragement and affurances 
held out to them; Any perfon who would be guilty of fuch a vio
lation of His Majefiy's facrcd honour and good faith, as to har
bour even for a moment, within his breaft, a dcfirc that the for
mer proceedings ihould be " nulL" with refpect to fuch as had 
embarked their labour and property upon the faith of tl1e encou-

.ragement and aflurances fo given, would ill defcrve His Maje!ty's 
Royal favour or protection. 

The Governor had likewife fcen the ad vertiscments from the 
Council-Office, of October, 17~H, and January, \795, notifying 
the applicants of the appointment of Commiffioners for adminis
ing the Oaths, &c. and requiring them to send in Lifts of their 
names. The Governor notices what is mentioned by the Commit
tee with refpect to the advertifement of the 17th January, 1795, 
having been publifhec.l with a view to quicken the attention of 
" thofe who having taken poffcffion under their warrants of fur
" vey, were contented with their occupancy, and Jid not fcem 
" dispofed to give themfelves any furth~r trouble :" If a J uugment 
might be formed from the trouble thofe applicants have taken time 
after time, as well before that period as fince, in journics to Qlle
bec, in order to obtain a completion of their grants ; the Govern
or would be induced to believe that the Committee mufi: have la
boureJ. under a miftake, in fuppofing there were any fuch people 

. as thofe they speak of. It is inJeed true that there were only a 
few affociations, (fix: the Governor ha5 fcen) the lifts of which 
were received at Quebec previous to the publication of the 
Advertisement of the 17th January, 1795. But the delay 
in this refpect might be very rationally accounted for, by con
fidering the fituation of a new fettlemcm in a wildernefs: 
The inhabitants of the new fettlements might uot (and pro. 
bably did not) become acquainted with the advertifements of 
OClober, 1794, fo early as gentlemen who rd1dc in a Poft Town 
might imagjne : this the Governor believes to be the true rcafon 

. why a greater number of the lifts were not received between the 
dates of the advertifements ofOciober, 17!H, :md hnuary, 1795. 
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The Governor had alfo obferved (conformably to what is mention
ed by the Committee) that by the laft of thofe advertifements it 
was directed that the applicants who had before that time obtain-
ed warrants of Survey, or orders of the Governor in Council, / 
:fhould give in the above mentioned lifts of their names on or be .. 
fore the 1ft day of Auguft then enfuing, on pain of being con
fidered to have relin11uifhed their pretenfions to the land. 

g. The Governor will not conceal from the Board the furprize 
and aftonifhment he felt, at being told in the Report of the Com
mittee "that at the expiration of this period, it appeared from the 
,, Schedules annexed, and the returns of the Commiffioners, that, 
'' of upwards of three hundred Leaders and ten thoufand propo
'' fed Affociates, the number ofthofe who had complied with the 
"directions did not exceed five hundred and fifty." And that 
the reft had " negleCted to comply with the terms of the notice" 
and were therefor~ " fubject to the penalties thereby announced." 
The Governor affures the Board that the number of applicants 
comprehended in the returns actually received from the Commis
fioners and referred by the then Governor (with the Commiffion .. 
ers' reports thereon) to the Committee of Council, prior to the 
above mentioned 1ft day of Auguft, exceeded two thousand; on 
the third day of Auguft it exceeded tlzree thousand: On the 
twenty-fifth day of Auguft (which is certainly not an unreafona
ble length of time to be allowed for the Commiffioners to make 
their inquiries and reports, and for the L'lme to be received at 
Quebec) it exceeded four thousand ;and many others were recei
ved and referred afterwards. More than m1e third part of the 
above numbers (over and above the cafes of fpecific quantities, in 
which the faith of Government was confidt!red to be pledged by 
the Report of the Committee of the 24th of May, I 797,) were 
recommended by the Commiffioners as perfons of good character, 
and approved of as fuch by the Committee of Council : The cha
racters of the rest were reported to be unknown to the Commis
fioners; but this could certainly amount in juftice, only to a tem
porary fufpenfion, not to a rejeCtion, in refpect to thofe whofe 
characters were fo reported to be unknown. 

The Governor would not however be underftood to mean, that 
he confiders all the perfons mentioned in thofe lifts to have had 
an intention of fettling on the land, conformably to His M~jefty's 
Royal and gracious intentions : on the contrary, he confiders it 
to be very probable that a part of them might have been people 
who had only lent their names to others, for the purpofes of mo
nopo1y: What proportion this part might bear to the re!t, the 
Governor c.annot undertake to fay; put be this as it might, the 
reft could not in any poffible principle of reafon, or of juftice, be 
in the remoteft degree affeeted thereby : Their giving in the lifts 
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of their names was all that the above mentioned advertifements 
required of them, and all they could do confiftently with thofe 
advertisements, until further directions fhould be received by the 
Commiffioners from the Council-Office, and communicated to 
them; then, but not till then, were any of them (not even thofe 
who had actually settled upon the land, in confequence of the 
former invitations of the Executive Government) allowed to tefti
fy their loyalty and attachment to His Majefty, by taking the 
oaths and iubfcribing the declaration of fidelity to his Govern· 
ment, although tht:ir fo taking the oaths and subfcribing the de
claration, was a sine qud non of their obtaining the grants that 
had besn fo long promifed them : lnftances are not wanting of 
perfons taking long journies for that exprefs purpofe, and being 
refufed : and yet, notwithftanding all this, they are confidered by 
the Committee as having " neglected to comply with the terms 
" of the notice" and as being" fubjeet to the penalties thereby 
" announced." 

The Governor cannot· help remarking that it would redound 
more to His Majefty's Service, and much more to the honour of 
the Committee, if the more active Members thereof (in whom the 
lefs active muft neceffarily place a confidence) were more correct 
in their ftatements, and more juft in their conclufions. 

The Governor has the fulleft reason to believe that the circum.
ftanccs ftated by the Committee with refpect to the Settlements 
made on the lands by intruders, are a good deal fimilar in point 
of correctnefs to the ftatements noticed above ; although he would 
not be underftood to fuppofe that the new fettlements in this 
Province were fo entirely different from thofe in any other Pro
vince, as to be without any inftances at all of that fort ; thefe 
inftances, however, do not come within the benefit of the Regu
lations lately communicated to the Board. 

The Governor will not omit to return his thanks to the Com
mittee for their declaration that the Proclamation (meaning the 
Proclamation of the 22d Auguft, 1797, by which those who had 
gone on to the Lands without fufficient authority were directed 
to depart) was never intended by the Executive Council to affect 
the parties alluded to in the Governor's communication to the 
:Board of the 9th of July la(t, who might have an equitable claim 
upon Government ; but thofe only who had no fuch claim. The 
Governor feels himfelf the more obliged by this declaration from 
the Committee, collectively, not only becaufe he was unable to 
deduce it from the report of the 20th June laft on his re-examina
tio:l thereof; but likewise, becaufe endeavours had been hereto
fore made to obtain fuch an interpretation from fome of the Mem
bers individually, which proved unfucceffful. The Governor 
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however, having fully !hewn that the ftatements contained in the 
Report are not correCt, he is of courfe unable to acquiefce in rhf: 
opinion of the Committee, with repect to their proof of the 
position they had afserted. 

1Oth. The Governor will not withhold his thanks for the de• 
claration now, made by the Committee in favour of thofe of the ap· 
plicants "who come ftricrly under the description fet forth in the 
" fecond Regulation and have alfo obeyed the notices itiued by 
" the Executive Council : to wit. " that the Committee never 
" entertained a doubt }'lot tlu.y had an equitable claim, which the 
" the Committee have ever been ready to confirm." 

The Governor is exceedingly forry at his happening to be un· 
able to discover this difpofition of the Committee from either of 
their Reports of the 2·Hh of May, 1797, or 20th June, 1798; 
and at his not having happened to learn it from fome of the 
Members individually; this dispofition being., however, now de
clared by the Committee collectively, the Governor would wil~ 
lingly conceive that the mifcom:eptions which have taken place, 
may have arifen principal1y, from the circumftance of it3 having 
been fupposed by the Committee, that the numbers that had 
obeyed thofe notices, were infinitely fhort of what they really are, 
as pointed out above : And it would appear to the Governor, from 
this declaration, that there can no longer remain in the breafi:s of 
the Committee, any rational cause of hefitation or further delay, . 
with respeCt to the propriety of proceeding ro carry His Majefty's 
gracious intentions, contained in the Regulations laid before the 
Board on the 11th of June lafr, into exe~ution. 

Thofe of the Settlers who do not, on the cleareft princi'pJes of 
reafon and of jufrice,· come within the clafs which the Committee 
have thus declared in favour of, are fo few in number, that no 
matertal difficulty can arife t:herefrom, unlefs Gentlemen :!hould 
be difpofed to create difficulties where none in reality exift. The 
Governor has already obferved that obtrufive Settlers (by which 
he means fuch as are neither connected with any known and- a<:
knowledged Affociation, nor have any order of the Governor rn 
Council ~n favour of themfelves) individuaHy, do not come with
in the regulations ; fo that the difficulty w hi eh the Committee 
reprefent themielves to labour under, with refpecr to knowing 
whether {uch fettlers " are to partake or be excluded from the be
'~ ne fit of the regulations," is removed. 

11 rh. The Governor likewife returns his thanks for the ac
knowledgment made by the Committee, refpecting his explana-, 
tion of that part of the regulations which allows thofe who ar~ 
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feated on lots reserved, to hold them on the fame terms as may 
hereafter be granted to other occupants of referved Lots : to 
wit, " That the Committee are ready to admit that it may ap
" ply to the !mall number of Townfhips alluded to," which muff 
of courfe mean thofe that were begun to be fettled prior to the fi
nal determination of the pofition of the refervations in October, 
1794<. This" fmall number of Town!hips" is, however, almofi: 
the whole that have at this day any confiderable Settlements on 
them. So few are the infi:ances of Townfhips having any confider~ 
able fettlements, that have been begun to be fettled fince that 
time, that "the quellion with the Committee, whether it applies 
" to the remaining Townihips ?" will be better folved when the 
terms and regulations for difpofing of the referved lots to occu
pants fhall le received.-Till then nothing further can be done 
with refpect to the lands referved, except merely to defignate them 
in the Patents, as the law requires. 

12th. The extent of the pretenfions comprehended in the re
gulations, is fo clearly defcribed in the regulations themfelves, 
that no compilations from other documents could render it more 
clear, for any purpofe appertaining to the immediate queftion in 
reference ; The purchafec; of pretenfions as connected with the 
second, third and fou'rth articles of the regulations, are thofe on
ly where the Purchafers, or thofe they purchafed from, have 
evinced their fincerity by embarking their labour and property, 
either in th;e actual fettlement and cultivation of the land, or in 
furveying or e:xploring prepar:1tory thereto. The compilations de. 
fired by the Committee could throw no light on the question re
lative to their extent; nor indeed was that quefiion connected with 
the queftion in reference. 'l he Governor could by no means con
fider it to be confiftent with his duty, to refer to the confideration 
of the Committee, whether it might, or might not be proper, that 
the commands of his Royal Mafier fhould be obeyed; he referred 
only, for the conGderation of the Committee, the moft ready fieps 
for yielding obedience to thofe commands. The compilations de
fired by the Committee, could have no connection with the que~
tion referred ; however ufrful they might hereafter become, for 
facilitating the examination of what might be fiated by the res
pective applicants. It will naturally be obferved from this remark, 
that the "concern" which the Committee mention to have felt 
for the "famihar ufe made of his (the Governor's) name," in this 
refpect, might have been fpared. 

It is moreover conceived that the Committee ftepped fomewhat 
out of their Province in iffuing orders without being thereunto au
thorized by the Governor. 

Had the Committee really found themfelves in want of docu
o 2 
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mer part of their Report, they were pleafed to term an" obfer.
vance of refpell:ful ufages,'' if they had reprefented the fame, in
ftead of undertaking to issue orders which could not fail to inter
rupt the neceifary bufinefs then on hand for the Governor. 

13th. If the quantity of ungranted land on the fouth fide of 
the St. Lawrence were really what the Committee ftate it to 
have been eftimated at, to wit, 20,700,000 acres ; the fulfilment 
of all claims and pretenfions in that quarter (over and above the 
orders of the Governor in Council for fpecific quantities of land 
t'> particular individuals) comprehended in His Majefry's gracious 
regulations communicated to the Board on the 11th ot June laft, if 
carried into immediate execution, would not in all probability (al
though it is not indeed poffible to fpeak with abfolute certainty) 
require :f.o much as the one twentieth part thereof to be granted 
on the old Fees; In all probability therefore, more than nine
teen twentieth parts thereof would be pplicable, as a fource of 
revenue, to the defraying of the public expenfes of the Province. 
The Governor may likewife obferve, that the labour and ex
pense which has (in confequence of the encouragement heretofore 
given by the Executive Government) bten laid out by the appli
cants, upon the parts fo to be granted for the fulfilment of His 
Majefry's above mentioned gracious intentions, have rendered the 
value of the remainder, many times greater than the value of the 
whole would have been, if that labour and expenfe had not been 
fo laid out. The Governor muft therefore be unable to agree 
with the Committee in apprehending " that the unclaimed rdidue 
" would not afford a very produCtive fource of revenue to anfwer 
" His Majefry's gracious purpofes." 

In regard however~"to the quantity of land mentioned, (20, 7oo .. 
000 acres), the Governor had long underfi:ood, or elfe he mis
underfi:ood, that fome (if not the whole) of the Members of the 
Board were fo fully acquainted with the incorrectnefs of the old 
Maps, on which that eftimate was founded, as to be entirely 
convinced that the eftimate had been formed " under the 
prevalence of a temporary mifiake," of fuch magnitude, that no 
man poifeffing actual knowledge of the fubject, whereby to be en
titled to any regard therein, could at this day confider fuch efi:i
mate to contain "matters of fact" which any one would deem it 
" neceifary His Majefty's Minifiers ihould be apprized of," unlefs 
it lhould be for fome purpofe altogether different from that of gi
ving them real information with refpect to the true fi:ate of the 
cafe. The truth is, that although the interior Geography of the 
Province, has within the lafi five or fix years been much better 
ments, it would have been more confiftent with what, in a for-
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unJcrfi:ood than before, yet, even at this day, no eftimate to be 
in any tolerable degree depended on, could be formed, without 
firft afcertaining (what we have hitherto very little knowledge of) 
the fituation of the heighth of land, which divides this Province 
from the Governments of New-Brunfwick and New-Hampfhire; 
till then, all eftimate in that quarter mufi: be mere random guef~. 

Were the quantity of ungranted land, fit for cultivation, on 
the fouth fide of the River t)t. Lawrence, equal only to the one 
half of the quantity fiated in the above-mentioned eftimate, the 
refidue after the fulfilment of all the claims and pretenfions com
prehended in the regulations lately communicated to the Board, 
would afford a very important fource of revenue towards anfwer
ing His Majefty's gracious purpofes. 

14th. If there !hould be any actual difficulty in adjudging of 
the purchafes of any of the pretenfions that come within the Re
gulations, it can only be in fome of thofe old cafes, where 
the orders of Government in favour of the Applicants were paffed 
ten or fifteen years ago; and where the parties who were there
by originally entitled to the Grants, may be dead, or removed 
from the Province : If fuch inveftigations !hould be too laborious 
for the Members of the Council, Commiffioners might be eafily 
appointed for that purpofe; for it is certainly high time that the 
people fhould have legal titles to the !ands that have been fo long 
folemnly promifed in His Majefiy's facred name, as Rewards for 
the loyalty and fervices of the original Donees. 

The claims and pretenfions under the proceedings of the Exe
cutive Go\·ernment relative to aff"ociated companies, are limited 
by the Regulations, as has been obferved before, to thofe cafes · 
where the applicants, or thofe they purchafed from, :!hall have 
actually embarked their labour and property in the settlement and 
cultivation of the lands or in surveying or exploring preparatory 
thereto : The Governor cannot admit that there can be any poffi
ble difficulty in afcertaining the Facts, in regard to thofe who 
have actually fo done ; and none other come within the regula· 
tions. 

If, in any of thefe cafes, the parties !hould be found not to have 
had " a phyfical exiftence," the Governor's furprife would be 
greater than what he has already felt at reading the report of the 
Committee. No real difficulties can arife in the bufinefs ot carrying 
His Majefty's gracious regulations into effect, confidereJ in it
felf; the only real difficulties that can take place therein, muft 
arife, not from any thing in the bufinefs itfelf, but from the en
deavours that may be made to find out vifionary pretexts where
on to build imagin~ry difficulties. 
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Ey c1rrying the Regulations into immediate execution, that "de 
loge of iniquity'' as the Committee exprefs it, in the trotffic of 
pretenfions, will be at once put an end to: A further, and (the 
Governor may add) an infinitely greater deluge of iniquity, 
fraught with the mofi: dangerous confequences to the tranquility 
of the Province, as well as repugnant to the facred honour, dig
nity, and good. faith of His Majefty, namely, the endeavours of 
one fet of people to obtain grants of the Townihips which another 
fet of people have (in confequence of the encouragement hereto
fore given them by the Executive Government for that purpofe) 
tranformed from a wildernef~ into a fiat~ of habitation, would 
likewife be put an end to by thE> fame ftroke: But the longer the 
ifruing of the legal titles fhall be procraftinated, the more may 
thefe "deluges of iniquity" be expected to increafe. When the 
Governor confiders the repeated public invitations that have been 

·given by the Executive Government fince the conclufion of the 
American war, for people to come into this Province to settle on 
the wafte land:>; when he likewife confiders that many hun~ 
dreds of f:unilies embraced thofe in"\litations, and, that the fyftem 
of praCtice adopted and purfued by the Executive Government, 
was such, that although the people were thereby authorized and 
encouraged to enter into immediate poffeffion, yet, until the year 
1796, there was not one fingle inftance of a legal title being is
sued, notwithfiandmg their continued applications to obtain regu
lar grants; when the Governor confiders thefe things, he cannot 
but feel afioniihed at the manner in which the Committee (feveral 
of whom were Members of the Executive Council during the 
whole time) now exprefs themfelves, with refpect to " loofe no
ti~ns of property" which tend '' to confound poffeffion with 
right;'' nor can the Governor's aftoniihment fail to be increafed, 
when he confiders that in the midft of their disapprobation of 
thofe "loofe notions of property" which fo tend " to confound 
poifeffion with right" (and which were de facto created by the 
practice adopted and purfued by the Executive Government itself) 
the Committee fhould frill remain defirous that the iifuing af le
ga\ titles, the only poffible remedy which the nature of the cafe 
can admit of, fhould be frill longer procrafiinated, whereby thofe 
very evils which they fo emphatically complain of, muft of ne
ceffity be prolonged and increafE.d. 

15th. The Governor cannot but be forry that any paffage con
tained in his late communication to the Board :ihould have given 
caufe of disquietude to the Committee, or reduced them to anv 
embarrr.1fsment. The paffage to which the Committee ~llude muft 
be that in which, [peaking of obtrufive Settlers coming in " to 
make their pitches" as they term it, and as noticed by the Corn-
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mittce in their P\.cport of the 20th J unc !aft, the Governor 
happened to mention that" from che operation of certain ca1.1fe:.', 
which he did not think it necefsary to explain, he conflderecl that 
there was" more reafon to apprehend infbnces of that fort of late 
" than formerly;" as a:fo " that were thofe cafes to be laid fully . 
" open, many of the people whom there was reafon to expect 
" might undertake long journies upon that errand, would be 
" found to merit commiferation not reproach. 

The pain which the Governor feels at having by this pafrage, 
given the Committee any caufe of disquietude, will induce him to 

make all the atonement that may be in his power, confiftently 
with the avoidance of all future caufes of disquietude that might 
at any time hereafter be given to any individual.,, And he 
will accordingly enter fo far into an explanation of the above quo
ted paifage, as he !hall confider to be necefrary for removing all 
juft cauie of difquietude under which the Committee may labour
and for :!hewing the reafonablenefs of the opinions therein laid 
down : But he will by no means (at leaft for the prefent) go so far 
into an explanation thereof as to enable any pcrfon or persons that 
might be difpofed, to wound the feelings of any other perfon or 
perfons, by faying that fuch or fuch particular indi vicluals, were 
in this, that, or the other degree, concerned in the tranfactions 
or conneB:ed therewith. The Governor's fole obje{t is to prevent 
as far as may be poffible, any kind of injury or oppreilion from 
being carried into effeCt:; and he would wifh, if it might be prac
ticable, that this objeCt fhould be accompli{hed without injuring 
the feelings of even thofe perfons that might be deiirous of enjoy 
ing the fruits of the labour of others, who would in fuch an event 
have caufe to complain of being injured and opprcifed. 

The circumftances to which the Governor alluded in the pa; 
sage above quoted, were thefe: In the years 1794 and 1795, (af
ter the wafi:e Lands had become of fome value from the labour 
and expenfe that had been laid out in the fettlemcnt of fundry of 
the new Townfhips, iu purfuance of the encouragement aml af:. 
furances given to the applicants by the Executive Government, in 
] 792 and 1793), views were contemplated by different perfons, 
fundry of whom had till then confidered the land not to be an 
objeCt: worth their attention, for the purpofe of obtaining mono
polies thereof, entirely contrary to the fpirit and intention of his 
Majefty's Royal inftrucrions in that beh3lf: Thefe views were not 
confined to lands that had till then remained un:1pplied for, or 
to Townfhips where doubts might be entertained in regard to the 
fincerity of the intentions of the former applicants with refpeB: to 
the fettlement and cultiYation thereof conformably to His Majes- . 

j 
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ty's gracious intentions,: Had they fi:opped here, the bufinefs 
might, not improbably, have been carried into effect without be
ing much noticed : But they did not ftop here : The views were 
extended likewi{e to townfhips in regard to which no fuch doubt~ 
could be reafonably entertained: And frill further: They exten
ded even to the obtaining, or endeavouring at leaft to obtain, 
thofe very townfhips, one or two only excepted, which the former 
applicants (in purfuance of the advice, encouragement, and 
~ifurances, given them by the Executive GoveJment) had 
aCtually fettled on, and by great labour and expenfe render
ed valuable: nor did the circumftance of the former applicants 
obeying the notices iffued from the Council Office in October 
1794• and January, 1795, nor the circumfi:ancc of their being 
thereupon approved of by the Commiffioners, and by the Council, 
prevent further fteps from being taken upon the above mentioned 
views of monopoly, for the purpofe of obtaining grants thereof to 
the behoof of other perfons. This, if carried into effect, would 
not only be a moft grievous and intolerable oppreffion with :regard 
to the former applicants, accompanied with a great violation of 
His Majefty's facred honour aqd good faith, but would likewite 
be fraught with the moft dangerous consequences to the peace and 
tranq uility of His Majefty's Government. 

But to come immediately to the point particularly alluded to in 
tqe above quoted paffage of the Governor's communication to the 
Board on the 9th of July I aft ; perfons were employed on the part 
of thofe who were concerned in the · above mentioned plans of in
tended monopoly, to go into different parts, in this Province and 
the neighbouring States, to find people (to the amount of fome 
thoufands) who would lend their names as nominal Grantees, and 
who might be depended on for the purpofe of conveying over the 
land, or the greater part thereof, when granted, to the perfons 
concerned in the above mentioned plans. The perfons thus em ... 
ployed (owing perhaps to fome imperfections in their inftructions~ 
or to their not perfectly comprehending the nature and intention 
of their miflion) gave to thofe with whom they so engaged, certi· 
ficates, importing that the Bearers thereof were enlit/.ed to cer
tain quantities of land in the new Townfhips in Lower-Canada: 
Many thoufands of thefe certificates were given; and fuch were 
the credentials with which the perfons fo employed were vefted, 
that the certificates were looked upon by great numbers of well 
dispofed people to be little inferior to Patents under the Great 
Seal: Many of His Majefty's faithful old fubjects who had re
mained in the ftates after the end of the American War, and re ... 
talned their affections to ther ancient Sovereign, under whofe al-
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legiance they were born, conceiving (from the Credentials which 
the perfons fo employed bore) that there could not be any decep
tion, hefitated not to purchafe, for valuable confiderations, from 
others who from time to time changed their minds with refpect 
to coming in to fettle, a number of thefe certificates as provi!ions 
for their children, whom they intended ihould fix tliemfelves in 
this Province, under the Government of their anceftors ; fome of 
thefe certificates were fo purchafed at the rate of a quarter of a 
<lollar an acre ; the Governor himfelf has feen the copy of one 
which he believes was purchafed at that very price. But although 
many of thefe Certificates were thus purchafed by faithful old fub
jects of His Majeil:y, with pure intentions of fettling on the lands 
conformably to His Majefl:y's Royal inftruetions in that behalf, 
yet, it may reafonably be expected that many likewife were pur
chafed by people of a different defcription, on principles of mere 
[peculation. 

Thefe circumfiances, the Governor hopes, will be fufficient to 
fatisfy the Board, that he had fuffi.cient reafon for entertaining the 
opinion, that there was greater caufe "to apprehend the 
" coming in of people to make their pitches as they term it, of 
" late, than formerly ;" and the Governor cannot but conceive 
that this circumftance ought to operate as an additional and very 
weighty reafon, for proceeding to carry His Majefty's gracious re
gulations lately laid before the Board into execution, in the cafes 
to which they aCtually apply, with as much expedition as may be 
practicable; in order to avoid that mixture of extraneous cafes, 
which, from the above mentioned caufes, might, not improbably, 
take place, if the bufinefs fhould be longer delayed. The Gover
nor likewife conceives that the above mentioned circumftancec; 
will equally evince to the Board. , the reafonablenefs of liis fur
ther opinion, that" many of the people whom there was reafon 
" to expect might undertake long journies upon that errand, 
" would be found to merit commiseration, not r~proach." Tliofe 
who, with upright intentions, had given valuab\e confidel"ations 
for the above mentioned Certificates, upon the faith of the cre
aentials which the perfCJns who were employed in the bufinefs 
bore, and had chereby loft the property which during an upright 
life of labol.lr and care they had gathered together, would cer
tainly be entitld:l to commiseration from every feeling breaft. 

The Governor notices what the Committt:e mention refpeeting 
his having, in their idea, followed the advice of some perfon or 
perfons unnamed, in regard to the mentioning of the above opi
niops, in his late communication to the Bo<m.i ; The Governor 
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cannot conceive himfelf to have given any jufr caufe for' that idea 
of the Committee , and he would wifh the Committee to under
fraud, and to believe, that he is not dispofed to follow the unjufr 
advice of any perfon or perfons whatever. 

16. The Governor cannot eafily conceive what "more ample and 
fpecific information," the Committee would wifh f01~ on the 
prefent fubject, beyond what he has laid before them. The 
Governor has laid. before them His Majefty's. inftruction under 
His Royal Signet and Sign Manual, directing that the fees are in 
future to be fuch as His Majefty fhall be from time to time pleaf
ed to eftabli:lh, either " under his Royal Signet and Sign Manual," 
or by his" order in that behalf, fignified by one of his principal 
" Secretaries of State." It was His Majefty's pleafure to fignify 
his orde:;,·s in that behalf. by one of his principal Secretaries of 
State, according to the latter part ofhis Royal inftruction; and 
the Governor has accordingly extracted from the Difpatches he 
has received, fuch parts as relate to the fubject, and laid the fame 
before the Board :. Thefe defignate the amount of the different 
fees to be taken, together like wife with the different proportions 
of land· to be granted upon the payment of thofe differe.n~ fees, in 
the feveral and refpective cafes in which they are directed to be 
applied. The Governor really cannot fee what more the Com
mittee can defire; for he cannot allow himfelf to fuppofe that 
any Member of the Board would think it confifrent with his (the 
Governor's) duty, to. lay his Difpatches at large upon. the table: 
The Governor alone is refponfible for the juftnefs of the extracts 
he takes from them, whether on this or on any other subject. 

The Committee exprefs " their regret that among the repeated 
·" enquiries" which the Governor made, " it was not thought ne
" cessary to demand any opinion on the fubject from a particula~ 
" Body," meaning the " Executive Council." Did not the Go
vernor requeft the opinion of the " Executive Council," and did 

·he not receive· their Report on the subject ? The Minutes of the 
Board of the 7th. of June, 1797, will :lhew that he did. That 
Report of the Council gave general diff"atisfaction anciuneafinefs. 
The Governor likewife, by the ad vice of the Council,. iff"ued foon 
afterwards (22d of Auguft, 1797,) a Proclamation, which turned 
that general difsatisfaction and· unea{inefs which had been excited 
by the above mentioned Report, into a caufe of alarm, in the minds 

.of many of His Majefiy's faithful people. It became fro~ thence, 
a duty, on the part of the Governor, to examine more frrictly into 
the nature of the bufin.efs himfelf perfonally ; and as thefe exami
nltions did not requir~ the ailistance of the Council, (in as much 
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s the Governor had then already been favoured with the refult 
of tht:ir deliberations,) he. forbore to trouble them unneceffarily. 
The fratements and conclufions contained in the Report which the 
Governor had then already received, fufficiently evinced, on the 
re-examination thereof, that " any difq uictude which might have 
u arifen from the conflict of discordant fentiments,'' on that sub
ject, was not likely to be relieved by giving unneceffary trouble. 

17th. The Committee admit as a fact, that it was generally 
inferred from the above mentioned Report, that Government 
(meaning the Government of Lower-Canada,) " did not me::ln to 
"attend to the equitable Claims of Individuals ;" This inference 
is now called by the Committee '' An error which was almoft 
"univerfally prevalene' and they would feem to confider it as a 
proof" that men of eager minds when warped by intereft, are as 
e< liable to fall into mifl:ake, as thofe of confufed intellect." The 
Governor cannot readily difcern the conneCtion between the An
tecedent in this inftance, and the consequent drawn by the Com
mittee. The real truth is, that it was not conceivable from that 
Report, that there could be any body, except the finall number 
therein defcribed, that had any " equitable claims :" {uch was the 
general (it may be faid the univerfal) interpretation given to that 
Report : It was not the interpretation of People only who 
might in poffibility be fuppofed to be " warped by interefr," or if 
thofe who could be confidered " of confu1ed intellect:" It was 
equally the interpretation given to it by People who had no inter
eft or connection in the bufinefs, as by thofe who had ; It was 
equally the interpretation given to it by Gentlemen who where 
never within feveral thoufand miles of this Country, as of thofe 
who were immediately on the fpot : Nay, it was 'ull very lately 
the avowed interpretation of fome whom the Governor will de
cline naming : And, little as the Committee may appear to ap
prehend, with refpeC\:: to His Majefi:y's Honour and Dignity be
ing injured ; the faCt is, that from the manner in which the 
Land bufinefs has been conducted, the faith of His Majefi:y's Go
vernment in Lower Canada, has long been equally proverbial 
with the Punic Faith of ancient frory. It is high time that His 
Majefty's facred Honour and Good faith iliould be refcued from 
fuch a Stigma. 

18th. There is little reafon to apprehend that any of the well 
difpofed Applicants who have not proceeded to the Settlement of 
the Lands they petitioned for, will conlider themfelves aggrieved 
on account of its being His .1\'Iajefty's gracious pleafure that a 
greater proportion of the refpeCl:ive Town!hips iliould be grant
ed on the Vld fees to thofe who did proceed to the Settlement, 
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than to themfelves; They well know that the Lands which they 
applied for are become increafed in value, in confequence of the 
Settlements that have been made in the other 'l;own!hips, infimtely 
beyond the amount of the additional fees to which they are fob· 
j.ect by the late Regulations : and although it would have afford
ed the Governor great pleafure, to have been able to put the 
really fincere Applicants, who had been bona.fide, waiting for 
_their Grants in order to go on faithfully with the Settlement, 
upon the fame footing with thofe who had actually gone on there· 
with upon the faith of the encouragement and aifurances that 
were given them ; yet, he has the pleafure to inform the Board, 
that he has received full aifurances, that the Regulations give 
general fatisfaction in that refpect; and that the endeavours that 
have been tried, in order to excite jealoufies among the different 
claffes of Applicants, on account of the juft and rcafonable dis
tinctions which His Majefty was gracioufly pleafed to make, have 
had 40 other effect than that of increafing the public difefteem 
towards thofe who were defirous of exciting thofe jealoufies .. 
Some of the Applicants who fall under the third Article of the 

, Regul;1tions lately communicated to the Board, have already pe
titioned the Governor for the Grants of the Townfhips they have 
furveyed preparatory to the Settlements, the one half thereof up
on the Old f ees and the other half upon the new fees conforma
bly to the Tenor of that article ; fo that the apprehenfions of 
the Committee with refpeCl: to the diffatisfaction of that clafs of 
the Applicants, are without foundation. But even were any of 
thofe Applicants diifatisfied in the manner the Committee would 
have it fuppofed, fuch circumfiance could certainly furnifh no 
kind of reafon, why fo much as !hall, by the Regulations, be 
grantable upon the old fees fhould not be immediately granted to 
thofe who have been fo long waiting in a fiate of direful fufpense 
an :i infecurity Neither could it furniih any kind of reafon for 
further delay with refpeCl: to granting fuch further parts as fhall 
by His Majeily's gracious Regulations, lately communicated to the 
Board, be grantable on the new f ees to thot't: of the Applicants 
who are fatisfied therewith, and who would rather pay thofe Ad
ditional f ees whereby to go on in fecurity with the Settlement im
medi:ttely, than wait longer in uncertainty and fufpenfc ; which 
is in fa[t the case with all thofe of the Applicants falling under 
the third and fourth Articles of the Regulations, whofe ''iews are 
really dired:ed to the aCl:ual fettlement and cultivation of the 
Lands they petitioned for, conformably to the gracious intentions 
of His Maje1ty, as laid down in His Royal InftruCl:ions. The pay
ment of the additional fees, being optional with the Applicants, 
can neither be oppreflive nor injurious to any ; but delay mufr in .. 
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allihly be not only Injurious and oppreffive, but even ruinous, to 
thofe of the Applicants who have difpofed of their property elfe 
where, preparatory to their fettling in conformity to His l\lajefiy's 
gracious intentions, on the LanJs heretofore promifed them in 
this Province. 

Thofe of tl~e Applicants who are not farmers by profeffion, and 
have little or. no intention to put themfelves to any trouble or ex
pense towards the Settlement and Cultivation of the I .. ands they 
petitioned for, might not (and probably would not) be injured by 
any delays the Committee might wiih for : But to thofe of them 
who are farmers by profeffion, and who have prepared rhemfelve3 
for the immediate Settlement of the Land conformably to His 
Majefiy's Intentions, dela.!J and ntin mufi be terms nearly fyno
nimous. 

The Governor cannot but remark the difapprobation which 
the Committee exprcfs in regard to the Terms in which His Ma
jefiy's Royal and gracious intentions refpeCl:ing the Granting 
of the Lands are conveyed ; nameiy the terms " actual and e J"
f'ectual Settlenu nt'' of the Lands fo to be granted : nor can the 
Governor fail to remark the difference between the ideas which 
th~ Committee entertained on that head in the years 1792 and 
1793, and thofe which they have of late entertained. 

In the years 1792 and 1793, the Applicants from the late 
Colonies (exclufive of thofe who might be denominated mere 
Speculators, and who had no view to the aCtual Settlement of the 
Lands) were reprefented to be, what would feem unq_uefi.ionably 
natural, compofed in a very confiderable meafure of two claifes 
of People, which in all Revolutions of Government, ever were, 
and ever will be, numerous and refpeCl:able ; The first confifiing 
of people whofc hearts and affections were always attached to 
their former Sovereign ; and the second confifting of people who 
having departed for a time from their former allegiance, became 
afterwards induced by a little experience to confider their former 
:fituation preferable to their new one, and were therefore defirous 
of returning to it again. These (while the Lands were confider
ed to be of no value) were represented by the Committee as skil
ful and indufirious farmers, who would be as it were a gold mine 
to the Province, anJ who m<:rited every encouragement that 
c;o·JIJ be given them to come in and fettll': But when in confe
quence of that encouragement they had so come in and fettled, and 
when by the exertions of their " ikill and induftry" they had ren
<.lcrcd the Land fomewhat valoable, their characters, it would feem 
in the opinion of the Committee, had become fo entirely changed, 
as to amount to a tr!lnsformation of them from "skilful and induftri
ous farmers," meriting every encourage~1ent to come in and fettle, 
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into a " Jawlefs and obtrusive race" meriting only to be driven 
out as it were with a fcourge. This want of confifi:ency cannot 
but be exceedingly unpleasant. If however, the Committee no\V 
mean only to exprefs their difapprobation of that fyftem of irregu .. 
larity in bufinefs, fo long purfued in this Province, by which the 
S(lttlements were carried on without any legal titles being iffued 
for the Land, the Governor's ideas and thofe of the Committee 
will fo far coincide : But, after the encouragt:>ment that has been 
given to the Applicants by the Executive Government of thi!! 
Province under that lyfi:em, nothing can now put an end to that 
irregularity excepting only the iffuing of the legal titles, in con .. 
formity to His Majefi:y's gracious Regulations, to thofe who have 
embarked their labour and property therein. 

The Governor observes what the Committee mentioned in regard to 
" pledging themselves to a due observance of the spirit of the Regula
u tions" hereafter : But it ought to be observed that in the mean time 
Ruin stares many of the faithful Applicants in the face : Besides, what 
_&ecurity could there be, after what we have already seen, that such a 
pledge might not be hereafter'' considered as a eullit!J and looked upon 
as a dead letter PH. Jt would tend infinitely more to the restoration of 
the Honour. the Dignity, and the good faith,. of His Majesty's Govern
ment jn this Country, that the old promises should be fulfilled, than that 
new pledges should be given, which could in no degree be more depend
ed oo than those that were given before. The Governor would not 
however have the smallest objection against " substituting other terms 
"for rjfectual Settlement in the form of the Regulation to be made pub
lic;''" provided only that the sense be the same as that contained in the 
Regulations he has received by order of His Royal Master, and lately 
communicated to the Board. 

It l1as been before observed that the Jifih articl~ of the Regulations 
(as being connected with the second, third and fourth art ides) is already 
confined to those cases where labour or Property has been actually em
barked by the parties, eitht:rin the actual Settlt-ment and Cultivation of 
the Lands, or in surveying or exploring preparatory thereto : This, His 
Majesty is graciously pleased to consider as a Proof of the sincerity of 
the intentions of the parties to proceed in the business conformably to 
the intent and meaning of His Royal Instructions, so far as to entitle 
them,. in His Royal Benevolence, to Grants, in the respective degrees 
specified in the Regulations : This fifth article therefore, can admit of 
no temperament that shall confine it within narrower limits (which must 
evidently be the temperament alluded to by the Committee) without 
bereaving the People of their Prope1·ty so embarked. 

Thill, the Governor can by no means think just, and even could he 
bring himself to propose such a thing, he does not believe that it could 
produce any other effect, than that of rendering him.' in ~he eres of .his 
upright~ just, and Royal Master~ less worthy of the sttuatton wnh wh1ch_ 
His Majesty has been graciously pleased to honour him, than His Ma
esty had before supposed. 
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}9th. The Governor has already informed the Board that the whole 
subject has been submitted to the consideration of Jhs Majesty and h1s 
Ministers, and the decision has been communtcatcd to tht: Board ; Nei
ther have any actual facts, nor any new lights deduced from actual facts~ 
beyond what have been already submitted, been either stated by tl e 
Committee, or received from any other quarter, that could justify the 
Governor in requesting a reconsideration of that deci~ion ; mo1 e e~pe
cially as the Committee, in their Report of the 20th of June last, so 
unhesitatingly declare that they consider it" to be sziflicient':J libtral,, 
and as the parties concerned (those of them meaning that havt! seen the 
Regulations) are gratefully satisfied therewith ; so much so at least, 
that the Governor has heard of no instance where the parties would not 
infinitely rather pay the additional fees for the support of Government~ 
than wait longer in ru_inous uncertainty and suspense : If there should 
be any instances of that sort, the parties might certaiuly be left to their 
own option in that respect. 

If the Board do not think proper to advise any other mode for making 
the Regulations more speedily and generally known to the Parties con
cerned, the Parties may probably content themselves with that mode 
which His Majesty has commanded, by having recourse to Public Re. 
cords where his Majesty ha:; graciously directed His Instructions to be 
entered for their information and satisfaction. 

20th. The 38th Article of His Majesty's General Instructions, re
quires in addition to any other notification by Proclamation or otherwise 
" tha~ all Instructions from His Majesty relative to the passing Grants of 
" Lands io conformity to the Act passed in the thirty .first year of Ht:» 
" Reign, be entered upon record for the Information and Satisfaction of 
" all Parties whatever that may be concerned therein." 

The Regulations received through His Majesty's Secretary of State 
in conformity to His Majesty's special Instruction of the 15th of August 
1797, communicated to the Board on the 11th of June last, are cettain.
ly of the most essent\al concern, to the parties therein interested. It 
would therefore be disobedience in the extreme, were they not entered 
upon record for their information and satisfaction. Moreover, were the 
parties not to have free access to the records with regard to the Proceed
ings that might be from time to time had, in pursuance of His Majesty's 
Royal instructions, their having free access to the Record of the Instruc
tions, considered by itself, could be of no possible use to them. His 
Majesty's gracious commands in that respect would in such case be ren~ 
dcred a m :re nullitg. 

The Governor is exceedingly 90rry at finding the opinions of the Com.
mi:tee so very different from those entertained by htmself : From the 
manner in which the Committee seem to consider things, it may not per
haps be improper to info.rm the~ that it is t~e Gover~crr's duty to co~
municate to the Council certatn parts of lllS Instructions,. together wuh 
such of certain other parts as he may from time to time find convenient 

"for His Majesty's t>ervtce to be imparted: Of this the Governor must he 
the judge ; The Governor. mutit be in t?is respect his own ,Inter~reter of 
the Instructions he receives from Hts Royal .Master : fhe Governor 
could not (as he has ob>erved already) consider it to be consistent with 
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his duty, to refer to the consideration oft he Committee, whether it W'a::> proper that the Commands of His Royal Master should be obeyed : He referred only, for the consideration of the Committee, what might be the most ready and satisfactory steps to be taken, for rendering obedi• ence to those commands : If the Committtee, eirher by extending into matters which the Governor may not consider it consiistent with his Duty to refer, or by taking positions different from the actual facts, shall thereupon build advice which the Governor may not consider to be consistent with his duty to follow ; And the Committee after bemg so informed, shall claim to have that advice entered upon public Record ; the Governor can by no means consider himself blameable, if in any such instances they should become lessened in the public esteem ; however aorry he may be (and sorry he really is) that it should so happen. 
Whatever justification the Governor's conduct might in general receive, from its being founded on the ad vice of the Council ; it could re· ceive no degree of justification therefrom, in cases where, from the Go· vernor's own knowledge of the actual state of facts, he should find that advice to be founded on a mistake. It is the Governor's duty to examine,. as far as he may be able, into the actual state of facts upon which the advice he receives may be founded: Were it his duty (as the Com. mittee would seem to imply} to follow the advice of the Council without any consideration on his own part, the Governor would be merely a Ma11 of Straw : This, he would wish the Committee to believe, is by no means the case. 
The Governor cannot suppose it possible that the Committee could eally believe, that the Statem~nts made in the report now on the Table in support of the position on which the report of the 20th of June last was founded, could contribute in any the smallest degree towards supporting ·that position: The Statements likewise made by the Committee in regard to the number of Applicants comprehended in the returns of the Commissioners, in pursuance of the notification from the CouncilOffice of the 17th of January 1795: theic Statement of the quantity of ungranted Land on the South side of the River St. Lawrence, and many other parts of the report now on the Table, do not seem to tally so exactly with that attention and regard which the Committee are pleased to express for the honour and interest of His Majesty's Government, and that zeal they are pleased to express for the Credit of the Go. Yernor's administration, as might be wished. However justifiable such statements might from custom be considered, when made by profesbional Gentlemen in support of a bad cause between parti~s at Law, they do not seem to be altogether so, from a Committee of His Majesty's Council, whose duty it is to advise the Governor according to the best of their abilities, for the Interest and Honom of His Majesty's Guvernment. If the Committtee did not really know before hand how the truth in those cases actua.Uy stood, they had not the smallest occasion to mention them, as they did not appertain to the point in question : If the Committee felt disposed to say any thing thereon for the purpose of giving the Gavernor real information, any one of the Members might, in a very few minutes, have satisfied him&elf so far, as to be sufficiently convinced that those Statements were entirely erroneous, 
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The Committee complain that no Governor of this Province had 
heretofore paid so little regard to the advice of the Council, as was paid 
to the Report of the Committee of the 20th June last: This the Go-

. vernor conceives may be very true; but the Governor believes it to be 
equally true, that no Council ever before built their advice upon so great 
an error in regard to actual facts: These circumstances therefore ba
lance one another. 

Any disesteem which the Committee may labour under on that ac
count is yet retrievable : and the Governor would willingly hope that it 
might be retrieved: It would be retrieved at once, by acknowledging 
(what every body knows to be the truth) that the Report of the 20th 
of June last was founded on a mistake; and by giving a cheerful assist• 
ance in carrying His Majesty's gracious regulations into execution. 

It is infinitely more honourable in every station of life to acknowledge 
an Error (all Men being at times liable thereto) than to endeavour to 
defend it ; should the Governor at any time fall into a similar error, he 
would only desire the same means of retrieving it. If the Committee 
shall chuse to do this, all will yet be well ; But if on the contrary, they 
shall persist in endeavouring to support one error by running into an o
ther, the Governor will not consider himself blameable for any disesteem 
to wliich they may thereby be reduced ; nor will he in that case hold 
himself answerable that such Errors may not become exposed to the 
World. 

(Signed) R. P. 

The Governor informs the Board that he received an Address from the 
Committee, containing a Complaint against Mr. Cary, acting €lerk of 
the Council, conformably to the Journal annexed to the Report. And 
that Mr. Cary had expressed his readiness to make an Apology on the 
occasion to the following effect; To "\Vit. " Tl:iat the offensive parts 
" of the Letter complained of, were occasioned entirely by the uncom
" mon degree of trouble and difficulty that was (unnecellsarily as he con
" ceived) thrown upon him ; which greatly interrupted the necessary bu
" siness then on hand for the Governor ; and that he (Mr. Cary) was 
" sorry that the offensive parts were inserted." 

Under all the Circumstances of the case, the Governor is of Opinion 
that this Apology should be accepted as sufficient. 

And the Governor would willingly hope that on a review of the whole 
bu::.iness, all disagreements that have hitherto taken place may be done 
away, and Unanimity and Concord in future prevail, both between the 
Governor and Council, and all others concerned. 

(Signed) R. P. 

A true Extract, 

(Signed} THOMAS CARY. 

A. C. Ex. C. 
q 
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( F. ) 

Province of Lower-Canada, 1 _ 
District of---

On the--- clay of----- in the Year of our Lord Christ ------------ personally came and appeared before us M. N. and P. Q. Public Notaries, duly admitted and Sworn as such for the Province of Lower Canada, residing in --------- in the said Province, A. B. of--------- and C. D. of----who, in the presence of us the said Notaries, did and do hereby admit, acknowledge and declare, as follows, that is to say, that the said A. B. had, at great expense and trouble, obtained a Warrant of Survey for himself and his associates of a certain Tract of Land in the said Province, now commonly called and known by the name of Z. and is still liable and subject to the payment of considerable sums of money for the Survey and subdivision of the said Tract of Land, and for Fees of Office, to be paid previous to the obtaining of Letters Patent for erecting the said Tract of Land into a Township, and granting the same to him the said A. B. and his associates ; That it had been agreed by aud between them the said A. B. and C. D. that the said A. B. should, on his part, at his own proper cost and charge, obtain the said Letters Patent, and also cause to be inserted therein, as one of the; Grantees, the said C. D. and that, in consequence of the said premises, the said C. D. on his part, upon being inserted in the said Letters Patent, as one of the Grantees of the Land thereby granted, after the i3-suing of the said Letters Patent, and npon the first demand of the said A. B. should convey ur:to the said A . .B. and his Heirs, all and singular the Lot and Lots, Parcel and Parcels of Land, which shall be granted unto him the said C. D. by the said Letters Patent, save and except one Lot of the contents of two hundn:d Acres, to be chosen and selected by him the said C. D. out of and from among the several Lots and Parcels of Land, which shall be so as aforesaid to him granted ; which Lot so chosen and selected shall be and remain the proper Estate of him, the said C. D. his Heirs and Assigns fur ever. 

And in order to carry into effect their several agreements above mentioned, the said A. B. and C. D. in the presence of us the taid Notaries, did, and hereby do covenant, promise, and agree to and with each other, in manner following, that is to say, the said A. B. on his part, for himself, his Heirs, Executor•, Curators, Administrators and Assigns did and hereby cloth covenant, promise and agree to and with the said C. D. his Heirs, Executors, Curators, Administrators and Assign3, that he will at his own proper cost and charge sue out and o,btain Letters Patent, erecting the abovementioned Tract of Land into a Township ; and w11l cause to be inserted therein the name of the said C. D. as one of the Gra~tees of the said. Tract of Land, for a certain portion thereof, not less than two hundred acres. 
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And the said C. D. o~ his part, in consideration of the trouble and 
expense already sustained by the said A. B. in and about the abovcmen
tioned Tract of Land, and also in consideration of the aforesaid Covenant 
and Agreement so as aforesaid made and entered into by the said A. B. 
for hit;lself, his Heirs, Executors, Curators, Administrators and Assigns, 
did, and hereby doth covenant, promise and agree to and with the said 
A~ B. his Heirs, Execntors, Curators, Administrators and Assigns 
that, after the said Letters Patent shall have issued {if he the said C. D. 
be included therein as a Grantee for any quantity of Land exceeding two 
hundred acres) he the said C. D. will upon the first demand made unto 
him by the said A. B. by good and sufficient conveyances in Law, con
vey and assure unto the said A. B. and his Heirs, or unto such Person 
as he the said A. B. sha'l appoint, all and singular the Lot and Lots, 
Parcel and Parcels of Land, which shall be granted unto him by the 
said Letters Patent save and except one Lot of two hundred acres, which 
he the ~a;d C. D. his Heirs, Executors, Curators, Administrators or 
Assigns, on such demand of the said A. B. will forthwith choose and 
select and which Lot so chosen and selected, it was by the said Pfrtie:::, 
in the presence of us the said Notaries, and hereby is agreed, shall be 
and remain the proper Estate of him the said C. D: his Heirs and As
signs for ever. 

And, for the due performance of tbe Covenants, Promises, and agree· 
ments above mentioned, and every of them, the said A. B. and C. D. 
for themselves respectively, and for their and each of their Heirs, Execu• 
tors, Curators, Administrators and Assigns, respectively, in the pre· 
sence of us the said Notaries, did, and do hereby further covenant, pro• 
mise and agree to and with each other, that if either of them the said A. 
B. or C. D. or either of their Heirs, Executors, Curators, Administrators 
or Assigns shall make default in any manner or way in performing the 
above mentioned Covenants by them, or either of them respectively to 
be performed, the Party, his Heirs, Executors, Curators, Administra
tors or Assigns, so making default, shall forfeit and pay unto the other, 
l1is Heirs, Executors, Curators, Administrators or Assigns, the sum 
of------ current money of the said Province of Lower~ Cana
da; which said sum ot ------in the presence of us the said 

Iotaries, the said A. B. and C. D. did, and do hereby dtclare, is not 
by them meant or intended to be Comminatory, but i:> by them m~ant 
and intended to be an "obligation alternativ_e," to be recovered agatnst 
and paid by the Party making such default, as aforesaid, to the other, 
wholly and entirely without any deduction whatever. At1d tl1erefore, 
in the presence of us the said Notaries, the said Parties to these }>resents 
lastly did, and hereby do severally and respectively, each to the ot?~r, 
bind and oblige themselves, their Heirs, Executors, Curators, Admtms
trators and Assigns, severally and respectively, in case of such default, 
as aforesaid, to tnc payment of the said sum of ------in man
ner aforesaid, wholly and entirely without any deduction whatever ; ~nd 
for securing such payment did, and do hereby severally and respective
ly bind, mortgage and hypothecate all and every their Property and Es
tates, real and personal, moveable and inmoveable, acquired and to be 
acquired. q 2 
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And for tlle execution of these Presents, the said Partiee- there' o, 
have respectively made election of their domicile at the Office of M. N. 
one of the subscribing Notaries, in the City of ------ afore
said. 

Thus done and passed in the City of --- in the Province 
of Lower Canada, in the Office of M. N. one of the subscribing Nota
tries, the day and year first above written, and the said parties have to 
these presents set and subscribed their names in presence ot the said No
raries, on the same being first duly read. 

C. D. 

P. Q. Not. Pub. A. B. 

M. N. Not. Pub. 

Whereas C. D. of one of the Associates in 
the Township of Z, situate, lying and being in the District of 
-------- in the Province of Lower Canada, bath by a pre
vious Act or deed for certain causes and considerations him thereunto 
moving, relinquished his proportion of Lands in the said Township, one 
sixth part excepted. 

And Whereas A. B. of ------- in the Province of Low
er-Canada aforesaid, doth in addition to his other charges and burthens 
on account of the said Township undertake at his own and proper charge 
and expense. to cause a Road to be cut from the Parish of S. to the said 
Township ofZ. Now Know all Men that the said C. D. in consideration 
of the above undertaking on the part of the said A. B. doth hereby bind and 
oblige himself, his Heirs, Executors, Administrators and Assigns to 
clear of his remaining portion of Land in the Township aforesaid, two 
acres yearly for three successive years, the first year to commence from 
the date of the Patent for the said Township of Z. Also within the 
first year aforesaid, to build and construct on the said remaining portion 
of Land a House and Grange. On failure of which or either ot the 
said conditions the said remaining portion of Land to become forfeit to 
the said A. B. 

Further in case the said C. D. should at any time be inclined to dis
pose of the said remaining portion of Land, he hereby also binds him
self, his Heirs, Executors, Administrators and Assign~ to make the first 
offer thereof to the said A. B. on failure of which the Land to become 
liable to the forfeitures aforesaid. In Witness whereof I have hereunto 
set my Hand and Seal, at------- this ----day 
of ------ in the Year of our Lord one thousand --hun
dred and --- and in the --- Year of His Majes
ty's Reign. 

Signed and Sealed } 
in the. presence of 

P. Q. Not. Pub. 
M. N. Not. Pub. 

(L. s.) C. D. 
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· On the day of in the year of our Lord 
Chrift, one thoufand--- hundred and Before us 
M. N. and P. Q. Public Notaries duly admitted and fworn for 
the Province of Lower-Canada, refiding in the--- in the 
faid Province, perfonally came and appeared A. B. of the--

of the one part and C. D. of ---of the 
other part, who in the prefence of us the said Notaries, 
did, and do hereby respef.l:ively declare, acknowledge and admit 
as follows, that is to fay, Tnat by a certain agreement between 
them the faid A. B. and the said C. D. duly made and executed 
at aforefaid, the - day of --- now laft 
paft, before the afore{aid M. N. and P. Q. Notaries, and bearing 
date the fame day and year, in confideration of the trouble and 
expense then already fufrained by the Llid A. B. in and about a 
certain tract of Land in the faid agreement mentioned, and that 
the faid A. B. in and by the faid agreement, did covenant, pro
mife and agree to and with the faid C. D. that he, the faid A. B. 
would at hi:: proper coft and charge fue out and obtain Letters 
Patent erecting the faid tract of Land in the faid ~greement 
mtntioned, into a Townfl1ip, and would caufe the name of the 
fa id C. D. to be inferted in the fa id Letters Patent as one of the 
Grantees of the said tract of Land for a portion thereof not lefs 
than two hundred acres ; the faid C. D. did, in and by the {aid 
agreement, covenant, promife and agree to and with the faid A. B. 
that after the faid Letters Patent iliould be iifued, if the faidC. D. 
lhould be included therein as a Grantee for any quantity of Land 
exceeding two hundred acres, he the faid C. D. would upon the 
firfi: demand made unto him by the faid A. B. by a good and fuf .. 
ficient conveyance in Law, convey and aifure unto the faid A. B. 
and his Heirs for ever, or unto fuch perfon as he fhould appoint, 
all and fingular the Lot and Lots, parcel and parcels of Land, 
which iliould be granted unto him the faid C. D. by the faid Let .. 
ters Patent, fave and except one Lot of two hundred acres which 
he the faid C. D. on fuch demand of the faid A. B. would 
forthwith choofe and felect; to have and to hold the faid Lot fo 
chofen and felected unto him the faid C. D. and to his Heirs and 
Affigns for ever as andfor his and their proper eftate. That he 
the faid A. B. had in every refpect fnlfilled, performed and ac .. 
compliilied, all the undertakings, conditions, promifes, covenants 
and engagements in the faid last mentioned agreement contained, 
and which on his part were to have been performed, fulfilled or 
accomplifhed ; and more particularly, that the faid A. B. had, at 
his own proper coft and charge, fued out and obtained certain Let• 
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ters Patent, duly made and pa:ffed under the Great Seal of the faid Province of Lower-Can<lda, and bearing date at the Caftle of Saint Lcwis, in the City of Quebec, the---
--- day of this prefent month of whereby His Majesty had been mofr gracioufly pleafed to erect the tract of L:md in the aforefaid agreement mentioned, into a Town!hip to be called and known by the name of the Townfuip of Z, and to grant unto the faid A. B. and to him the faid C. D. and to the other feveral Grantees in the Gid Letters Patent named, and unto their and each of their Heirs and Affigns for ever, five fevenths of the faid Townfhip of Z, in the faid Letters Patent particularly fet forth and defcribed, to have and to hold one full and equal forty fourth part of the tract of Land and premifes by the faid Letter:5 Patent granted (the fame into forty four equal parts being divided) and every part and parcel thereof, with their and every of their appurtenances, except as in the faid Letters Patent is excepted, unto each of them the faid Grantees and unto their Heirs and Afiigns refpecrively to their only proper and feparate ufe and behoof, respectively, forever, as tenants in common, and not as joint tenants, in free and common foccage. All which, recourfe being had to the faid Letters Patent, will more fully and 
at large appear. 

That by a certain Deed or Act of Partition duly made and executed by and between the faid Grantees in the faid Letters Pa-tent named at the faid of before Mr. M. N. and his confrere Notaries, on the day of -------a partition of the faid undivided five feventh parts of the faid Townihip of Z. fo as aforefaid granted, was in due form of Law made and perfeCted by and between them the feveral Grantees in the said Letters Patent named, and that, by virtue of the 1aid Deed or Act of Partition, he the faid C. D. was now the only owner and proprietor of the feveral Lots, parts and parcels of the fa id Town !hip of Z. herein after mentioned, that is to fay, of 
the Lots, numbers ----
to have and to hold the f.'lid lafr mentioned Lots of which the faid C. D. is fo as aforefaid lawful owner anrl proprietor, unto him the faid C. D. and unto his Heirs and Affigns in feveralty, to and for his and their own ufe and benefit for ever, fubject, neverthelefs, to the terms and conditions, provifos, limitations, refrrictions, and refervations, in the faid Letters Patent fet forth and contained. All which, recourfe being had to the faid Deed of Partition, will more fully and at large appear. 

Tlut therefore in purfuance of the above mentioned agreement of the faid --- day of --- now lafr pafr, the ('lid C. D. had chofen and felected and in the prefence of us the fa id Nota
ries the faid C. D. did and doth hereby choofe and felett out of, 
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trom and among the f1id Lots of Land fo as aforef:.tid to him af ... 
figned by the aforefAid Deed or Act of Partition, the Lot Nd 

containing two hundred acres, to be and remain 
the proper Eftate of him the faid C. D. and of his Heirs and Af. 
figns for ever ; and in further purfu:111cc of the t1id lafr mention ... 
ed agreement, he the faid C. D. in the prefence of us the faiJ 
Notaries, did and cloth hereby declare his intentions forthwith to 
convey and affign unto the faid A. B. the fcvcral remaining Lot'! 
fo as aforefaid to him affigned by the faid Deed or Act of Parti
tion, that is to fay the fa id Lots N umbcrs ........... ...-.......---
----in the faid Townihip ofZ. 

And therefore in the prefcnce of us the faid Notaries; the said 
C. D. in confideration that the faid A. B. ha'> in every refpect 
fulfilled, performed and accomplifhed all the undertakings, con
ditions, promifes, covenants and engagements in the faid agree ... 
ment of the faid ---day of--- contained, which on his 
part were to have been perform€d, fulfilled or accomplifhed, and 
more particularly in confideration that he the faid A. il. at his 
own proper coft and charge fued out and obtai_ned Letters Patent 
erecting the tract of Land in the fctid agreement aforefaid menti
oned into a Town!hip, and has caufed to be inferted in the faid 
Letters Patent the name of the faid C. D. as one of the Grantees 
of the faid tract of Land for a portion thereof exceeding two hun
drcd acres, and in con{]deration of the great trouble and expenfe 
fuftained by the faid A. B. in the premifes and in the further con
fideration of--!hillings to him the faiJ C. D. in hand, in 
the prefence of us the faid Notaries, paid by the faid A. B. to 
him the faid C. D. (the receipt whereof the Gid C. D. doth here
by acknowledge) the said C. D. did and doth hereby grant, bar
gain, fell, a1ien, convey and confirm unto the faid A. B. and to 
his Heirs and Affigns for ever the Lots Nos. -------
------ with their and every of their appurtenances, and 
alfo all and evEry the Eftate and Eftates, property, rights, titles, 
interefts, claims and demands whatfoevcr of him the faid C. D. 
of, in, to or out of the faid Lots of Land and premifcs hereby 
granted, bargained and fold, or intended fo to be and every part 
thereof, to have and to hold the faid Lots of Land and all other 
the premifes hereby granted, bargained and fold, or mentioned 
or intended to be hereby granted, bargained and fold, and every 
part and parcel thereof, with their and every of their appurtenan
ces unto the faid A. B. his Heirs and Affigns for ever, to the 
onl v proper ufc and be hoof of him the faid A. B. his Heirs and 
Affigns for ever, fubject neverthelefs, ro the terms and conditi
ons, provifos, limitations, reftrictions and refenations in the a
forefaidLetters Patent fet forth and contained. 
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And he the faid C. D. in the prefence of us the faicl Notaries, 
tbr himfelf and his Heirs, Executors and Curators and Adminis
trators, did and doth hereby promiie and grant to and with the 
l~id A. B. his Heirs Executors, Curators, Adminiftrators and 
Affigm, that he the faid C. D. and his Heirs the faid Lots of 
Land and all fin gular other the premifes herein before mentioned 
to be hereby granted, bargained and fold and every part and par
cel thereof, with their and every of their appurtenances, unto the 
faid A. B. and unto his Heirs and Affigns for ever, againft him 
the faid C. D. and his Heirs and againft all and every other per
fan or perfons whatfoever !hall and will warrant and ever defend 
by thde prefents. · 

And the fa id C. D. in the prefence of us the fa id Notaries, 
for himfelf, his Heirs, Executors, Curators and Adminift.rators, 
and each and every of them did and doth hereby promife, co
venant and grant to and with the faid A. B. his Heirs, Exe~utors, 
Curators, Administrators and Affigns and to and with each and 
every of them, that he the faid C. D. his Heirs and A:ffigns and 
all and every other perfon or perfons and his and their Heirs 
having or claiming any Eftate, title or intereft of, in, or to, the 
faid Lots of Land and premifes hereby grant€d, bargained and 
fold, or mentioned fo to be, or of, in or to any part or parcel 
thereof, fhall and will from time to time and at all times hereaf
ter upon the reafonable requeft and at the coft and charges in the 
Law of the faid A. B. his Heirs, Executors, Curators, Adminif
trators or Affigns, or forne one of them, make, do and execute 
or caufe to be made, done and executed all and every fuch fur
ther and other lawful and reafonable Act and Acts, thing and 
things, devife and devifes, affurance and affurances, conveyance 
and conveyances, in the Law whatsoever, for the further, better, 
and more perfect granting, conveying and affuring unto the faid 
A. ~. and to his Heirs and Affigns for (:V er, the faid Lots of 
Land and premifes hereby granted, bargained and fold, or menti
oned to be granted, bargained and fold, with their and each and 
every of their appurtenances, as by the faid A. B. his Heirs or 
Affigns or any of them £hall be reafonably devifed, advifed or 
required. 

Thus done and paffed the day and year firft above written at 
------in the office of M .. N. one of the fubfcribing 
Notaries, the aforefaid parties having to these prefents firft duly 
read according to Law in the prefence and hearing of them the 
{aid parties and of us the Notaries fet and fubfcribed their names 
in the prefence of us the faid Notaries, who have alfo hereunto 
fet and fubfcribed our names and fignatures in faith and teftimony 
of the premifes. C. D. 

A. B. 
P, Q· Not. Pub. M. N. Not. Pub. 
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(G) 

Copy of the Table of Fees eftabliihed by order of the Governor 
in Council, on the 4th December, 1797, to be taken upon 
Grants of the W aft:e Lands of the Crown. 

The Governor, 
Attorney General, 
Surveyor General, 
Secretary of the Province, 
Clerk of the Council, 
Auditor, 
Regifter, 

Certified, 

Per Thoufand Acres. 
£0 10 0 

0 10 0 
0 15 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 8 
0 5 0 

.£3 6 8 Cy. 

H. \V. RYLAND. 

The following Queries were sent to different perfons refiding in 
the Townfhips, whofe anfwers will be found immediately fol
lowing: 

1. Have you refided for any and what length of time, in the 
Townlhip of in the DiftriCt of----? 

2. Have you caufed to be cleared and enclofed any and what 
quantity of land, and at what price and where? 

3 What is the quantity of Stock in your pofsefsion, and have 
you ereCted any and what buildings upon the faid land, and of 
what value? 

4. Have you paffed through any and what Town!hips, and 
what is the extent of the cleared lands in the- fame and the popu
lation thereof refpeCtively, and are there any and what Townlhips 
on the fouth !bore in which there are no clearings or fettlements ? 

5. What is the ftate of the roads in the faid Town!hips, and 
are there any and what caufes which ferve to advance or retard 
the improvement of the Internal Communications of the faid 
Town!hips ? . 

6. Are there any and what number of persons in the faid 
Townfhips, who have fettled upon and improved W a fie Lands 
of the Crown in the fame, which faid Lands have, fince the faid 
Settlement, been granted by Patent under the Great Seal of the 
Province, to other individuals, and what is the number of the 
faid Settlers, and to what bufinefs, profeffion or occupation were 
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they educated, and what generally were the places of refidence, 
profeffions or occupations of the Grantees of the Crown, and 
have these latter made or attempted to make any fettlement or 
fettlements upon the fame ? 

7, What are the caufes which in your eftimati<>n have contri
buted to advance or retard the Settlement of the said Townfhips, 
and the profperity of the fame ? 

8. What i~ the distribution of the faid Lands-are they gene
rally diil:ributed equally or otherwife, and what is the ufual fize 
and dimenfions of the farms in the iaid Townihips? 

MR. Cas. KILBoRN. 

1. I have refided in the Townihip of Stanftead, in the DiftirCl: 
of Montreal, about twenty years. 

2. I am now proprietor of Lots numbers one in the eighth and 
ninth ranges, containing together four hundred acres, on which 
I have cleared and enclosed about one hundred-The cofts of 
clearing and enclofing is about three pounds per acre. 

3d. I poffefs upwards of two hundred hef!d of cattle, (inclu
ding Sheep) and have ereCted on my farm three Dwelling-Houses, 
two Barns, a Grift~Mill, Saw-Mill, Fulling-Mill, Carding-Ma
chine, and other buildings, which are now worth but about fe
ven huFldred and fifty pounds, but have coft me upwards of fifteen 
hundred-There are alfo many other persons in this Town:lhip 
whofe farms are more improved, have greater numbers of cattle, 
and whofe buildings are far more v-aluable than my own. 

4. Since my refidence in this part of the country I have had 
occafion to pafs through m oft of the Eaftern Town:lhips, particu
larly through thofe between Stanftead and Montreal, viz: Bol
ton, Brome, Farnham, Granby, Stukely anJ Shefford; alfo 
through Barnfton, Hat\ey, Compton, Ascott and Shipton on the 
St Francis River.- The Townfhip of ~tanftead contains about 
three hundred and fifty Lots, containing each two hundred acres, 
on which there are now fettled (at least) five hundred families, 
and contains a population of about three thoufand inhabitants, 
Hatl~y, Barnfton, Compton, Afcott, Eaton, Shipton and Mel
bourne are a1fo thick fettled, though not quite fo much as Stans· 
tead. 

With refpett to the cleated lands and population of the refpeCl:
ive Townfhips, it is difficult to ftate it correctly, but it is suppofed 
that they contain altogether upwards of three thoufand five hun
dred families, who have (on an average) about forty acres each, 
under cultivation, and form a population of twenty-1iva thoufand 
nhabitants. 
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5. The roads through the Townlhips are generally in a very 
bad ftate-that from Shipton to Ascott is the only road practica
ble for whiel carriages, there are roads leading through differ
ent parts of the Towniliips, and in many directions, but thefe 
have been opened by those who were in abfolute want of them, 
and confequently are merely kept in a ftate to admit paffing and 
re-palling with Ox Teams-Th~ Road Act not being applicable 
to the Townfhips, owing to the quantity of unfettled land, and 
the number of Crown and Clergy Referves, there are no means 
of compelling the inhabitants to contribute in any manner to the 
opening and repairing rhe roads; confequently each perfon contri .... 
butes that fhareof labour only, wh!chhe conceives to b~ necefsary 
for his own private intereft, and the interefts of individuals refi
ding in different parts of a Townfhip differ fo much, that with
out fome law is enacted to compel the inhabitants to contribute 

· their quota of labour and expenfe to the opening and repairing of 
roads to the principal market Towns, and fubject them to cer
tain regulations tending to unite the exertions of all, there is lit
tle profpeCl: of improving the internal communications through 
thefe Towniliips, and it is principally owing to the want of thefe, 
that their improvements have been fo long retarded. 

6. There are between fixty and feventy Families who have fet
tled and improved wafie lands of the Crown, in the Townfhip of 
Stanftead, which lands have fince been granted to the te Sir 
Robert Shore Milnes, who did not to my knowledge attempt to 
to make any fettlement on them-The Settler~ alluded to were 
generally farmers. 

7. 'Vtth rt?gard to the causes which have contributed to 
retard the fettlement and profperity of the Townihips, it is 
impoffible for a perfon who is not perfonally acquainted with 
them, to become informed of the true ftate of the country, and 
it is equally impoffible for me to reduce to writing in a way to be 
generally underftood, the great difadvantages under which the 
Inhabitants labour-the principal caufe is however in my humble 
opinion, owing to the Inhabitants not being reprefented in the 
Houfe of Affembly in the fame manner as the other inhabitants 
of Lower-Canada are, and as thofe in this part of the country 
humbly conceive themfelves as faithful fubjeCts entit ,ed to. They 
are, it is true, reprefented, but by perfons who are elected in 
diftant parts, :where of the twenty-five thoufand above alluded 
to, not one thoufand have an opportunity of giving their votes, 
owing to the diftance at which the Poll is held. One other great 
difadvantage is the want of Laws for the opening and repairing 
public Highways, as mentioned in my anfwer to the fifth Query, 
~nd a further difadvantage is owing to the adminiftration of jufiice 
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heing attended with fo great an expenfe as it now is, that is, the 
difi:ance that a perfon from thefe parts has to travel to ob
tain the neceifary recourfe in cafes of debt, &c. The Lots through
out the Townlhips as granted by the Letters Patent, contain ge
nerally two hundred acres each. 

Having ftated the want of Roads, I beg leave to ftate that a di
reCl: road from Stanftead through Hatley to within four miles of 
the north end of Lake Memphremagog, (of which an idea may 
be had by referring to the Map) there to form a junCl:ion 
with the roads from Barnfi:on and Hatley, continuing through 
Bolton, Stukely, Shefford and Granby, to the Yamaska Moun
tain, thence acrofs to the foutherly point of the Rougemont Moun ... 
tain, and from there in as direCt a line as poffible to Montreal ; 
another from Stanfi:ead through Hatley, Co~pton and Afcott, 
from thence down the St. Francis to Three-Rivers, and alfo from 
Shipton to Quebec, would greatly tend to the fettlement and prof
perity of the Town:fh.ips-But thefe roads will pafs through fo ex
tenfive traCts of unfettied lands, and referved lots, that the inhabi
tants will be in need of pecuniary affiftance to be applied in a man
ner beneficial to the public at large, and not for the convenience 
of any private individual. 

I further beg leave to mention that there is now a good road 
from .Bofi:on to this Townihip, through which there arrives two 
frages every week, but cannot proceed further through this coun
try owing to the want of roads. 

-
Mr. P. A. BARKER. 

Quebec, 2-tth February, 1821. 
SIR, 

I am extremely forry to acquaint you that it is not in my power 
to give you the information you are fo defirous of obtaining a 
correCl: knowledge of, rdative to perfons eftabliihing themfelves 
upon wild lands in the Town:fh.ips under the Patronage of Mr. 
Fitch; but with du~ deference beg leave to acquaint you of seve
ral perfons refiding in the Town:fh.ip of Barnfton~ that were aifo
ciated with. Meffrs. Robert Lefter and Robert Morrogh, Efqrs. 
of this City, for a grant of the faid Town:fh.ip, that have cultiva
ted and cleared fifty acre's of Land, erected buildings, &c. and 
from fome circumfi:ances unknown to them, their names were 
left out of the Letters Patent, which iffued for a grant of only 
one moiety of the Town!hip aforefaid, and the perfons who came 
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into the Townihip of Barnfion at fo early a period, did not at that 
time entertain the fmallefi: doubt that Government would ulti
mately grant portions of the wafi:e lands of the Crown to fuch as 
had fettled thereon, and as an encouragement and remuneration 
for the hardfhips and privations which they, thus, encountered, 
infeparable with the fettlement of a wildernefs country; and that 
under thefe impreffions they continued to remain upon their se 
veral Lots of Land, which have fince been patented to Sir Rober 
Shore Milnes, and they can get no redrefs. 

The perfons, or many of them who I Ihall hereafter defignate 
had been approved of as Affociates by His Excellency the Gover
nor in Council, and ordered the accu tomed portion of the wafi:e 
lands of the Crown, they having previoufly been recommended by 
the Commiffioners of the Land Board, taken the oath of allegi
ance, and made and fubfcribed the Declaration as by law rec1uired. 

Lemuel Rofs located :.md entered upon Lot number eighteen, 
in the third range of Lots as early as the year 1 i98, and erected 
a convenient dwelling houfe and barn, and cleared and cultivated 
fifty acres of land.-And 

J. Hibbard, 
J. Sanders, 
S. Heath and Bickford. 
S. & J. Norton, 
J. Parker & Butterfield, 
J Thur.ber, 
Elifha Thomas, 
Dunbar & H. Wheeler, 
R. Baldwin, 
J. Kilborn, 
Marfh & Gray, 
Young, 

upon Lot No. 18, in the 1ft Range. 
17, 1ft do. 
16, 1ft do. 
15, 2d. do. 
17, 3d. do. 
20, 3d. do. 
20, 4th. do. 
17, 5th. do. 
6, 16th. do. 

17, 7th. do. 
17, 8th. do. 
16, 9th. do. 

P. S. There are manY. others in the Townfhips of Compton 
and St:mfi:ead that have loft their lands, and which has been pa .. 
tented to Sir R. S. Milnes. 

!\Ir. \V. B. FELTON. 

I. I have refiJed five years in the Town{hip of Afcot. 
2. I have cleared and enclofed nearly feven hundred acres of 

wild lands; the price of clearing by contract has been twelve 



126 

elollars per acre, and that of enclofing about five dollars per acre; 
the whole of it is in Afcot ; many imaller imprO\'ements have 
been made to other detached Farms in various places. 

3. A Dwelling Houfe and Offices, with feveral Barns have 
been ereCl:ed on the lands newly cleared, at the expenfe of 10,000 
dollars; the Stock on the Farm at prefent is only two hundred 
head of large Cattle, with a fmall flock of Sheep. 

4. I have vifited many Townfhips, but the materials I have col
lected do not enable me to give a precife account of the quantity 
of land cleared, nor of the exaCl: population : And the Commit
tee will be much deceived if they rely on information from any 
other fource than a Public Cenfus carefully executed ; there are 
few individuals in the Country who know the extent of their 
own clearings. As to the Townships on the South Shore which 
contain no clearings, it may fafely be afferted, that with the 
exception of part of the Townships of Shipton and Melbourne, 
and the front lots on the River Townfhips, all the Country on 
the River St. Francis is unfettled, as is alfo the cafe with the 
Townfhips lying to the Eaft, and to the Weft of that River in 
this Difi:ritl:. 

5. There is nothing deferving the appellation of a Road 
through the Townfhips of this lJifiriCl:. The High Roads laid 
out and contracted for by the Commiffioners for Internal Com
munications remain unfinifhed. There is nothing I am acquaint
ed wjth to advance the improvement of the Internal Communi
cations of the Townfhips, but there are not wanting impediments 
to their amelioration. The want of a Population and of Laws, 
are of courfe the principal obfiacles to the improvement of the 
Internal Communications. 

6. Upon the fubject of this Quefrion my means of inform a. 
tion do not enable me to lay before the Committee facts where
vpon they may rely. 

7. The fi:ate of property as refpeCl:s Wafre Lands appears to 
have retarded the fettlement of the Country, and continues to 
prefent difficulties of a nature extenfive and almofi: infuperable ; 

Firft-Becaufe nine.tenths of the granted lands arc in the 
hands of abfentees. 

Secondly-The dispofable W a fit- Lands of the Crown are 
inacceffible, and 

Th1rdly-Becaufe the Public Referves, comprifing nearly one 
third of the whole Country, and which (by a fingularly injudi
cious arrangement, admirably calculated to obfiruet the Settlement 
of a Country,) come in contaCt with every Settler on one or more 
fides of his Farm, are barred to improvement by the exaCtion of 
rent. To appreciate the effeCts of thefe impedin1ents, it is ne. 



ceffary to underfranJ, that to afford to the Emigrant arnvtng in 
this Country any reafonable hope of fuccefs, it is indifpensable to 
locate him in the neighbourhood of a Settlement, or at leaft on 
a Road or Path of Communication; but it becomes impractica
ble to effect this object on the remaining unlocated lands of the 
Crown, by reafon of their remote and inacceffible pofition, all 
th~ wild lands furrounding the Farms or Villages and on the 
Roads haviug long fince been granted, and the proprietors are 
generally abfent and unknown. He is precluded from the Referves 
by the neceffity of taking out a Leafe, a mode of occupancy 
to which all new Settlers appear to entertain a well-ground 
ed and unconquerable averfion. 

The remedy for thefe obftructions appear to be the compulfo
ry fulfilment of the conditions of the Patents by the Grantees 
of the Crown Lands. The opening of Roads of Communication 
through the ungranted W afte Lands; and finally, by granting 
or affording for longer Leafes and on more reafonable Rents, 
the Crown Referves. 

Another caufe which militates againft the profperity of the 
Country is the want of General Communications with the Mar
kets of the Capital and other places. In the prefent ftate of the 
population, the grand Roads of Communication muft, if made 
at all, be made at the Public Expenfe; and it will require a ju
dicious modification of the exifting Road Law to uphold the 
great Roads without oppreffion. 

Among the caufes which op rate againft the fettlement of the 
Townfhips by refpeetable people, the moft important is the 
want of protection and tecurity for perfons and property. 
As a proof of this pofition, may be cited the undeniable 
faCt: that no refpectable man poffeffing property that can be inju
red or deftroyed, will or dare execute the duties of a Magiftrate. 
This ftate of things arifes from the difiance of the Courts of J udi
cature, the abfence of means of confining offenders, the trouble, 
expenfe and lofs of time in conducting criminal profecutions, and 
the confequent impunity for all offences. 

In the decifion of civil caufes the difrance of the Courts has a 
moft injurious effect, and contributes more than any other circum
ltance to retard the improvement of the Country, by fubjecting all the inhabitants to enormous charges, expenfes and lofs of time. 

In fhort, it is the efiablifhment of a permanent and refpectable 
Court of Juftice in the Townfhips, or of a fyfiem ofCircuit Courts 
taking cognizance of all fu its and caufes of every description and 
amount, that alone is capable of counteraCl:ing the multiplied ob .. 
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ftruCl:ions to the profperity of this Country, that will give a pro
per and decorous tone to public opinion, and that will affimilate 
to the reft of the Province its prefent population. 

8. The difiribution of lands viewed as to the proprietodhip of 
wild lands, is exceedingly unequal, varying from one hundred to 
forty-thoufand acres : but as it refpetl:s the occupation of lands 
partially cleared, the ftate of propPrty may be ftated as Yery 
equal; the confideration of the fact, that every fettler is limited 
in his operations to the extent of his perfonal labour and that of 
his Family, will make this apparent-Few farmers exce€d fixty or 
feventy acres cleared on a lot of two hundred acres, and the ave .. 
rJge is below that quantity. 



THIRD REPORT. 

A CCORDING to the best information which your Committee 
have been able to obtain, there still remain very extensive 

tracts of Land fit for Settlement, unconceded in the difff>rent Sei
gniories, granted by His Most Christian Majesty, anterior to the 
conquest of this Province. 

Your Committee, in pursuance of the general order of reference, 
and in consequence of the Testimony which has already been sub
mitted, have thou~ht it expedient also to direct their attention to the 
nature and conditions of these grants. 

Your Committee caused to be examined the original grants of the 
said Seigniories, which grants are recorded, and to be found in the 
Office of the Secretary of the Province. They appear to be all sub
stantially in the same form, with the exception of the Seigniory of 
Lauzon. Besides the original grant of that Seigniory, there will be 
subjoined the original grants ofthree Seigniories, copied indifferently, 
viz. one of the earliest grants of His Most Christian Majesty, and 
one from the latest grants of His Most Christian Majesty, and the 
third at about the middle of the intermediate time, between these 
two extremes. (A.) On referring to these grants it will be found 
that the condition of all was the conceding of the lands to th~ in
llabitants of the Country, on the accustomed rents. 

Your Committee next directed their researches to the principal 
Acts to the French Government, as well l.jegislative as Judicial, 
relating to this condition. The former are to be found subjoined to 
this Report, under the letter (B.) and the latter under the letter 
(C.). It appears to your Committee, that whatever well grounded 
complaints the people of this Country had to offer against the Go
vernment of His Most Christian Majesty, by reason of the exactions 
of his high Functionaries within the Colonies, and by reason also of 
the heavy Military Services to which they were subjected, they 
had every reason to be satisfied with the wisdom and care which His 
Most Christian Majesty bestowed upon this branch of the adminis• 
tration. Since the Conquest, the Colonial administration have 
allowed these Laws to be as a dead letter, and in the opinion of your 
Committee the principal obstacle to the settling of the unconceded 
Seigniorial Lands of this Province, has been the neglect of the Co
lonial Administration to enforce the Laws of the Land relating to 
grants en Censive of the different Seigniories of this Province. 

Quebec, 2d March, 1821. 

A 

ANDREW STUART, 
Chairman. 



(A.) 

.Ti.tle Deed. of the~ THE Company of New France, to all to 
F1ef of La rote de whom these presents shall come Greeting. 
Lauzon,Mr. Chares1 _ • · ' 

Our desue to enlarge the Colony of New France, 
eau sing us to admit such Jlersons as can further that laudable Enter
prise, and being willing as a further Inducement thereto, to bestow 
on them certain Portions of the Lands gr:wted unto us by the King, 
being assured of the good intentions of Mr. S. Le Maltre, the King's 
Councillor, Receiver General of the Decimes in Normandy, for 
these causes and others us thereunto moving, and by virtue of the 
Power unto us given by His Majesty, we have granted and do here
by grant unto him, the Tract of Lands hereinafter described, that 
is to say, the River Bruyante, situate iu the Country of New France, 
with a depth of six leagues in the Interior of the Lands, and three 
leagues on each side of the said River, to hold to him the said Le .. 
maitre his Heirs or Assigns, in full Property, Jurisdiction and Sei~ 
gniory for ever, with the like rights with which it bath pleased His 
Majesty to grant the Country of New France, reserving Fealty and 
Homage which the said Lemaitre, his Heirs or Assigns shall be holden 
to ' perform at }..,ort Saint Louis at Quebec, or such other place as 
shall be appointed by the said Company, by one single Act of 
liege Homage on every mutation of the Possessor of the said places, 
with a Bullion of Gold weighing half an ounce, and one year's pro
duce of whatever the said Lernaitre shall have reserved to himself, 
after having granted in Fief or cens et rentes the whole or part of the 
said Tract, and that Appeals from the Judge of the said place shall 
lie to the Prev6t or Bailli who shall be established by the Company 
at Quebec, and Appeals from the said Prev6t or Bailli shall lie to 
the Supreme Judges who shall be established at Quebec or elsewhere. 
Thatthe number of men whom the said Lemaitre and his Heirs shall 
send to New France shall de accounted in deduction from the nu m .. 
ber of men whom the said Company is bound to send thither, ac .. 
cording to the said establishment, and to this end the persons by 
whom they shall be shipped, shall annually transmit to the Office of 
the said Company, the roll of the men shipped, in order to 
repair to and settle in the said Country, so that the ~aid Company . 
be cet·tified thereof, without any power in the said Lemaitre, his 
Heirs or Assigns, or in any persons whom they may have sent to the 
said Country, to trade with the Indians for Furs and Peltry other
wise than according to the conditions of the said Edict, and in case 
the said S. Lemaitre desires that some higher Name or Title be an .. 
nexed to the said Tract of Land, he shall make application to the 
King, and the Lord Cardinal de Richelieu, Peer of France, Grand 
:Master, Chief, Superintendant General of the Navigation and Trade 
of the Realm, to be provided for in that behalf according to the said 
Edict. We enjoin the Sieur de Montmagny, Knight of the Order of 
Saint John of Jer.usalem, Governor for the said Company, under 
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the authority of the King, and of the said Cardinal Duke de Riche. 
lieu, of Quebec and other places along the River Saint Lawrence, 
that he do put into and maintain in possession of this Grant the said 
Sieur Lemaitre duly assigning to him the Bounds and Limits of the 
Premises. 

Done in the General Assembly of the Company of New France, 
holden at Paris in the HOtel of Mr. de Lauzon, Councillor of the 
King, in his Councils, Intendant of the sairl Company, this fifteenth 
day of January, one thousand six hundred and thirty-six. Signed by 
the Company of New France, Lamywith Paraphe, and lower down 
is written, collated with the original, which is on paper, exhibited 
to me by M. Jean, Seignior of Lauzon, Knight Grand Seneschal of 
the Country of New France and thereupon returned to him by the 
Notary undersigned, this twenty .. eighth day of August, one thou
sand six hundred and fifty .. cight. 

(Signed) PEUVRET, Notary. 

'l'he foregoing Grant hath been collated with an exemplification on 
Paper, remaining of Record in the Office of the undersigned Royal 
Notary, in the PreH)te of Quebec, residing there, by 1\:Ir. George 
Heynard Duplessis, Seignior of Lauzon, Treasurer of the Navy. 
Receiver of the Dmits of the Lord Admiral of France, and Agent. 
General for the King's Farms in this Country. At Quebec this 
twenty.third day of September 1705. 

(Signed) CHAMBALON. 

'l'he ::Marquis DUQUESNE, &c. 
To Mr. Perthuis, grant} FRANCOIS BIGOT &c. of a Lea?;ne and a half ) :> • • ' • , ~n front uy nine in depth ul 0 N t~e l. etttion of J ?seph Pert.hu•s, 
m rear of the Fief of Councillor m the Supenor Council of 
Portneuf. this Country, setting forth that in the real' 
of tl1e Seigniory of Portneuf, which has a front of one league and a 
half along the River Saint Lawrence, by three leagues in depth, 
there are Lands very advantageous for settlement, and therefore 
praying that we do please to grant unto him nine leagues in depth, 
in rear of the depth of the said Seigniory, 'Ve, by virtue of the 
Power to us jointly given by His Majesty, have given, granted and 
c6nceded, and do hereby give, p;rant and concede unto the said 
Sieur Perthuis the aforesaid Land of one league and a half in front 
by nine leagues in depth, beginning at the extremity of three leagues, 
which form the depth of the said Seigniory of Portneuf, to be hol .. 
den by him, his Heirs and Assigns for ever in Fief and Seigniory, 
with superior, mesne ana inferior Jurisdiction, the right of Fishing 
and Hunting, and that of trading with the Indians throughout the 



said Seigniory, on condition that Fealty and Homage be rendered 
at the Castle of Saint Louis at Quebec, of which it shall hold upon 
the accustomed Dues and Renders, according to the Custom of Paris 
followed in this Country. That appeals from the Judge who shall 
be therein established shall lie to the Prev6te of Quebec. That he 
shall preserve and cause to be preserved by his 'fenants all Oak 
Timber fit for the building of His Majesty's Ships, That he shall 
inform His Majesty of any Ores, Mines and Minerals which may be 
found within the extent of the said Grant, shall reside actually there 
and shall oblige his Tenants to actual residence, and shall clear the 
said land, and cause the same to be cleared, in default whereof, 
the said Grant shall be and remain void; that he shall leave High
ways and roads which may be deemed of public necessity and 
lltility, and shall cause to be inserted the like Conditions in all 
Grants which he may make to his Tenants for the cens, rents and 
renders customary for every arpent of land by forty in depth. That 
he shall leave the beaches free for all persons, with the exception 
<>f sueh part thereof as he may require for his fishery. And in case 
His Majesty shall hereafter have occasion for any part of the said 
land for the construction thereupon of any Forts, Batteries, Places 
d'Armes, Magazines and public works, His Majesty may take the 
!ame, as also the Timber necessary for the said works, and fire wood 
for the Garrisons of the Forts, without being held to make any 
compensation. \Ve do also in His Majesty's name reserve the right 
of taking such Oak Timber, Timber for Masts, and in generQ.l all 
such other Timber as shall be necessary for the building and fitting 
<>ut of his Ships without being liable to any indemnification. The 
whole subject to His Majesty's pleasure, the confirmation whereof 
he shall obtain within a year. In witness whereof, &c. Given at 
Quebec, the Eleventh October, one thousand seven hundred and 
£fty-three. Signed, Duquesne and Bigot. Counter-signed and 
sealed. 

A t1ue Copy, 

(Sjgned) BIGOT. 

Fief of Bean port, Sr. h h 1 1 G 
Title Deed offhe~ HE Company of New France, to all fo 

.Jnchereau de St. De- . w om t ese presents s 1al come, REET-

nis. lNG: Our desire to advance the Colony in New 
} ... ranee according to the King's pleasure, inducing us to receive 
those who have the means of contributing thereto on their part, and 
intending to distribute the Lands of the said country among those 
who participate with us in that laudable design, and who shall have 
1he m('ans of having them cleared and cultivated in order to induce 
,Frenchmen to repair thither, through whose example the people 
of the said country who have hitherto lived without rule may be in
.structed in the knowledge of the true Government, and re~red i!l 
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5 
obedience to the King, from what appears unto us of the good inten. 
tions of Robert Giffard, and ef his zeat for the Catholic, Apostolic 
and Roman Religion and for the King's service, we have for these 
considerations and by virtue of the power granted unto us by His 
1\'Iajesty, given ancl granted and by these presents do give and grant 
unto the said Giffard the tract of Lands herein after described with 
the appurtenances thereof, that is to say; one league of land in front 
along the bank of the River St. Lawrence, by one league and a half in 
depth, ancl in the depth at the place where the Hiver called Noire 
Dame de Beauport joins the said River, including the same, to hold 
the said tract to him the said Giffard, his hfirs or assigns in full juris
diction, Property and Seigniory forever, with all the rights with which 
it bath pleased His Majesty to invest the said Company" ith rPspPrt 
to New .. France, resening Fealty and Homage which the s·dd Giffard, 
his heirs or assigns, shall perform at Fort St. Louis in Quebec, nr 
such other place as shall be appointed by the said company~ a single 
act of liege Homage on every change of the possessor of the said 
tract, with one Bullion of gold, weighing one ounce, and oue year's 
produce of whatever the said Giffard shall have re!ierved to himself 
after having gra.nted en l?iefor a Ccns et Rerztes, the whole or part 
of the said tract; and that the appeals from theJ udge of the said place 
shall lie to the Supreme Court of Judicature hereafter to be esta• 
blished in the said Country. That the number of men whom the said 
Giffard or his heirs shall send to New-Franre, shall be arcounted ir1 
deduction from the number of men which the said Company is bound 
to send thither, and that he shall, to that end, annu..tl! y trcH1smit 
the rolls of such men to the office of the said company, to be crrtified; 
That the said Giffard shall not, nor shall his heirs, traul' in fu r and 
and peltry at the said place, nor at any other place in New- France, 
otherwise than according to the conditions of tile Ec1ict eRtablishing 
the Company. That in addition to the matters herein prendsecl, the 
company bath granted to the said Gia'ard, his heirs or assigns, a 
piece of ground ne{lr the Fort of Quebec, containin~ two acres, for 
the erection of a House and the accommodations of a C, urt Yard 
and Garden, which he shall hold by cens of Quebec aforc'said, ~o 
that the said Giifard, his heirs or assigns shall not without the a. ·ent 
of. the said Company dispose of the whole or part of the at ovcm,,n. 
tioned places unto him granted during a term of ten year~, to bt. <'om .. 
puted from the date hereof. after which term hP- may <lispoc;e of tue 
!ame in favor of such person as shall possess the qua1itication r~-'quired 
by the Edict establishing the said Company, and without ar1y r n ·lr 
in the said Giffard, his heirs or assigns, to fortify the plact> · 1 er ju 
before granted to him without permission from the said Cor.ltMr y. 
We enjoin the Sieur Champlain, Commandant for the .. aid Company, 
under the authority of the King, and of the Lord Cardinal de H ichc .. 
lieu, Grand Master, Chief and Superintendaut Gcner<ll f the ... . a .. 
vigation and Trade of France, at the Fort and settlement of (.Juebec, 
~nd in the extent of the said River St. Lawrence and lands adjacent, 
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t!lat he do cause the said Sieur Giffard to have, and do put him in 
possesdion of the places herein before granted unto him, whereof he 
~hall certify the said Company by the first return to France. 

Given at the General Assembly of the Company of New-France, 
holden at the Hotel of the President de Lauzon, Councillor of the 
King in His Councils of State, and lntendant prive of the said Com
pany, at Paris the fifteenth day of January, sixteen hundred and 
thirty-four; and lower down, by the Company of New-France, and 
the undersigned Lamy, with parapl1e, and sealed with the Seal of 
the said Company in red wax; and on the other side is written : This 
last day of December, sixteen hundred and thirty-five, hefore us 
1\'Iarc Antoine de Bras de fer, Esquire, Sieur of Chateaufort, Lif~ute
nant-General, throughout the extentoftheRiver St. Lawrence in New
France, for J. ... ord Cardinal, the Duke de Richelieu, Peer of France 
and Grand Master, Chief and Superintendant General of the Navi
gation and Trade of the Kingdom, Mr. Robert Giffard, Sieur of Beau
port, who bath undertaken to observe the Laws and Ordinances, 
·which shall be imperative on him, and of which he shall be notified, 
wherein he shall not fail, performing .Fealty and Homage by reason 
of his land at Beau port, holding of the Fort and Castle of Quebec. 
Done the day and year above mentioned. Signed, Bras de fer Cha
teaufort, with paraphe. 

Examined and compared by me, the undersigned Paul Vachon, 
Notary Royal. in New-France, residing at Bea.uport, with the ori
ginal on parchment to me exhibited by Joseph Giffard, Esquire, Sei
!!-"ni{jr of Beau port, and to him immediately returned. Done this 14th 
day of May, bixteen hundred and.seventy-five. 

Deed ofProlon~alion? JEAN LAUZON, Councillor in Ordinary 
of the Seigniory of f th K' · h' p · C ·1 f S J3eauport. o e mg m IS nvy ounc1 6 o tate, 
:Mr. Gdfard. ) Governor and Lieutenant-General for His Ma-
jesty in .!'\ew-France throughout the extent of the River Saint Law
reucc : To all to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting : 

The Company of N ew-France having on several occasions recog
nized the zeal which the Sieur Giffard, Esq. Sieur of Beauport, bath 
always had for the Settlement of the Colony of New-France, the 
great expenses which he bath incurred in order to attain th01.t end, 
the losses which he bath sustained on that subject, even when he was 
made prisoner by the English, with the Fleet, in one thousand six 
hundred and twenty-eight, the Company by way of acknowledgment, 
endeavoured to gratify the said Sieur Giffard, ana especially at the 
Assembly holden on the fifteenth day of January, one thousand 
6ix hundred and thirty-four, at our Hotel in France, did grant unto 
bim one league in front along the River Saint Lawrence, beginning 
at the mouth of the River Notre-Dame de Beauport, with one league 
and a half in depth, having caused to be transmitted to him a Grant 
thereof, in poscssion of which he wa·s put by the late Monsieur 

pl 
h 

ou 
sig 
ta· 
~~ 
lo 

Ro 



7 

Champlain, to whom as Governor, the same was directed. The said 
Laud was then bounded on one side by the said River Notre-Dame 
de Beauport, and on the other by the River of the Fall of 1\loutmo
rency, as appears by a Deed signed A. Duchesne, and (as ascer
taining the Signature and Hand-\Hiting of the late Sieur de Cham
plain) by the Sieurs Letardif de la Porte and A. Duchesne de la Ville, 
by L' Epinasse, appointed Clerk, by Monsieur de Montmagny and 
by him signed. And further by certain Deeds of the sixteenth April 
and fifteenth of Ma.y7 one thousand six hundred and forty-seven, 
signed Lamy, and sealed with the Seal of the said Company, there 
'\Vas moreover granted unto him two leae;ues in front by ten leagues 
in depth, either near the former Concession or between other places 
which should be designated for him by the Chevalier de .Montmagny, 
which he not having had in his power to do, he bath not given any 
portion to the Reverend Ladies Hospitallers, and bath moreover 
prayed us to extend his Concession of Beau port, of which the depth 
is already one league and a half, and to grant uuto him as far as four 
leagues in the interior of the lands, until meeting some other tract of 
land convenient for Mm, the grant heretofore made to him can be 
accomplished. Wherefore acceding to tl1e prayer of the said Giffard 
and until we shall have it in ourpowerto grant a larger tract, \Ve, 
by virtue of the power unto us granted by the Company of New
France, have given, granted and conceded, and hereby do give, 
grant and concede unto the Sieur Giffard, Seignior of Beauport, two 
leagues and a half in depth by the one league of the said Seigniory o£ 
Beauport, bounded on one side by the River Notre-Dame de Beau
port, including the River, and on the other by the River of the Fall 
of Montmorency, to hold to him, his heirs' and assigns for ever in full 
property, jurisdiction and seigniory, with the like rights with which 
be bath heretofore possessed, and now doth possess the said Seigniory 
cf Beauport, to form a single Fief and render a ~ingle Fealty and 
Homage, and as if the former concession had granted to him four 
leagues in depth, whereas the same contains only one league and a. 
half ; and inasmuch as the Sieur Giffard is in possession of the said 
tract which is contiguous to that which we have hereby granted unto 
llim, no further taking of possession is necessary. We enjoin the 
Grand Seneschal of New"France, or his Lieutenants, to cause these 
presents to be duly enrolled, to deliver unto him Actes thereof, and 
duly to maintain him, his heirs and assigns in possession of the said 
tracts. In faith whereof we have signed these presents, and caused 
our Seal at Arms to be hereunto affixed, and the same to be counter
signed hy one of our Secrdaries at Fort Saint Loui · of Quebec, this 
thirty-first day of March one thousand six hum rea and fifty.three. 
Signed De Lauzon, and lower down, by Mousei6neur, Peuvret, and 
lower down is written, aftPr the present collation : 

Examined and compared by the undersigned Paul Vachon, Notary 
Royal in New-France, residing at Beauport, with he onginal on 
parchment, uuto me llresented by Joseph Giffard, Esquire, Seignior 
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ef Beauport, and to him immediately returned. Done this fourth 
May, one thousand six hundred and seventy-five. 

(Signed) V ACHON, Notary, with Paraphe. 

This fourth day of April, one thousand seven hundred and fifty. 
three, the foregoin~ grant was by me the Clerk to the Senechaussee of 
tbeJurisdiction of Quebec in New-France, enrolled in the Office of 
the said place, at the instance of the said Seignior of Beau port there
in named, Acte whereof was taken. Done the same Day and Year, 
signed, Roland Godet, Clerk, with Paraphe; also signed, Vachon, 
Notary, ~ith Paraphe. 

Grant tol\Jr.deGan-1 LOUIS DE BUADE, &c. 
d~rvillein rearof_t he I JEAN BOCHART &c 
Faefs GaudarYIIle. > ' • 
D"manre and Boo- 1 KNOW all to whom these presents shall 
llomme. J come, that on the petition of Alexandre 
Peuvret, Esquirt>, Sieur of Gaudarville, praying a grant of three 
leagues in clepth in rear of the Fief Gaudarville, with all the lands 
adjacent which are in rear of the Fiefs of the Sieurs Demaure and 
Guillaume Bonhomme, as far as the depth of the same line 
from the North East to the South '\V est, where the said three 
leagues are to terminate, so that the whole tract included in this 
grant is bounded at one extremity in front by South East of the lines 
which terminate the depth of the said Fiefs of Gaudarville, Bon .. 
homme and Demaurt', and in rear on the North '\V est by a line run .. 
ning North E:tst and South 'Vest, which terminates the depth of the 
said three leagues in rear of the said Fief of Gaudarville, and is to 
be prolonged as far as the Fief of Neuville, and on one side on the 
North East, by part of the Lands of the Fief of Sillery, by part oi 
those of Gaudarville and by the Lands of the said Bonhomme, and 
on the other side on the South 'V est by the Lands of the said Fief de 
~euville, praying a Grant of the said tract of Land, whereof part is 

· uninhabitable, also the Lakes, Streams, and Isles there situate, in 
Fief and Seigniory, and with Superior, mesne and inferior jurisdic
tion, with the rights of Hunting and Fishing with instruments of 
every description, and that of trading throughout the said tract ; and 
also that of having Fisheries with instruments of every description 
on the beach as far as low water mark, in front of the Fief of Gau .. 
danille, which Grant he wishes should bear the name of Faussem
bault • 

. By virtue of the Power to us given by His Majesty, we have given, 
grantefl and conceded, and hereby do give, grant and concede unto 
the said Sieur Gaudarville, three leagues in depth, in rear of the said 
Fiefs of Gaudarville, with all the Lands adjacent which are in rear of 
the Fiefs of the Sieurs Demaure and Guillaume Bonhomme, and as 
far a» the uepth of the same line from the North East to the South 
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\Vest, which shall terminate the said three leagues, so that all that 
is included in the said Grant, shall be bounded at the South East 
end in front by the lines which terminate the depth of the said Fiefs 
of Gaudarville, Bonhomme and Demaure, and in the rear to the 
North West by a line drawn also North East and South West, which 
shall terminate the depth of the said three leagues in rear· of the said 
Fief Gaudarville, and shall be prolonged in a right line as far as the 
said Fief de Neuville, and at one side on the North East by part of 
the Lands of the said Fief of Sillery, by part of those of Gaudarville 
and by the Land~; of the said Bonhomme, and on the other side to 
the South )Vest, bounded by the Lands 'of the Fief de N euville. 'fo 
hold unto the said Sieur de Gaudarville, his heirs and assigns for ever, 
in full property, in Fief and Seigniory, with the right of trading and 
of hunting and fishing, even in front of the said Fief Gaudarville, 
with instruments of every kind, as far as low water mark, with su
perior, mesne and inferior jurisdiction in the tract herein before 
described, on condition of Fealty and Homage which he, his heirs 
and assigns shall perform at the Castle of Saint Louis in this City, 
and of dues according to the Custom of Paris followed in this country, 
and that appeals from the Judge who shall be established on this 
Grant which shall bear the name of Fossambault, sh~ll be to the 
J..Jieutenant-General in the Prevote of this City, that he shall obtain 
His Majesty's confirmation of this Grant within two years, shall pre
serve and cause to be preserved by his Tenants the Oak Timber grow .. 
ing on the said tract fit for the building of Ships, and shall inform 
His Majesty or the Governor General of the Country of any Ores, 
lVIines, or Minerals which may be found there, and shall cause the 
like conditions to be inserted in the Grants which he shall make to 
Tenants, who shall be obliged to an actual residence on the spot, 
in default whereof he shall become reinvested with the possession of 
the said Lands; and that he shall cause to be left the highways which 
may be necessary for the public t~tility, and shall within six years 
from this date cause the clearing of the said Land to be commenced, 
on pain of being divested thereof. 

In witness whereof we have signed this Grant, have caused to be 
thereunto affixed our Seal at Arms, and the same to be countersigned 
by our Secretaries.-Given at Quebec, this twentieth day of Februa
ry 1693. 

(Signed) FRONTENAC, 
BOCHART CHAMPIGNY. 

( B ) 
Extract from the Registers of tlte Council of State. 

Revocation of the uncleared Grants. 

The King having caused to be laid before him, in his Council, his 
Edict, of the present month, whereby his Majesty, in consequence 
of the grant ~md surrender by the persons interested in the Compao...r 

B 



pf New-France, resumed all the rights which had heen granted to them by the deceased King, in consequence of the Treaty of the twenty-ninth of April one thousand six hundred and twenty-seven, and His Majesty having been informed, that one of the chief causes of the said Country not h:ning become as populous as might be de .. sired, and even that several settlements have been destroyed by the Iroqu.oi$, is to be found in the grants of large quantities of Land, which have been given to all persons inhabiting the said Country, who not having ever had, nor having the power of clearing the same, and having established their residence in the midst of the said Lands, have by that means been placed at a great distance from each other, and incapacitated from aiding and assisting each other, and even from obtaining succour from the officers and soldiers of the Garrison of Quebec, and other places in the said Country, and thus it even happens that in a very great extent of country, what little Land there is in the environs of the dwellings of the Grantees b E'ing cleared, what remains can never become so-which requiring a remedy, His Majesty, being in his Council, bath ordained, and doth ordain that, within six months from the date of the publication of this Arret, in the said Country, all Persons so being inhabitants thereof shall cause the Lands designed in their Grants to be cleared, in default whereof, at the expiration of that time, His Majesty doth ordain that all Lands remaining uncleared shall be distributed by new Grants in his Majesty's name either to the former or to the new Inhabitants thereof-His said Majesty revoking and annulling all Grants of the said Lands not as yet cleared by those of the said Company.-His Majesty doth enjoin and command the Sieurs de llfez,y, Governor the Bishop of Petree, and Robert, lnteneant to the said Country t~ see to the punctual execution of this Arret; even to make a distribution of the said uncleared Lands and to grant them in the name of His said Maje~ty.-Given in the Council of State in presence of the King on the twenty-first day of March one thousand six hundred and sixtythree.-Signed, de .Lomerie, Mezy, Fran~ois, Bishop of Petree Rauer, Villeray, J uchereau de Laferte, Ruelle, Dauteuil, D' Amour: Boutdon. 

An·ct of the King, for reducing the Concessions which are too ex
tensive, and for making a Census. 

The King having been informed that all the Subjects who have gone .from Old to New Franc~ hav~ obtaine~ Grants of a very great quantity of Land along the Rn·ers m the saul Country, which they have been unable to clear by reason of their too great Extent, which· is an Inconvenience to the other Inhabitants of the said Country and even prevents other Frenchmen from going thither to settle, whi,ch is entirely contrary to the intentions of His Majesty as to the said Country, and to the attention he has been pleased to bestow for eight er ten years ou the extension of the Colonies which are settled there .. 
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in, inasmuch as a part only of the I..ands bordering on the Rivers is 
cultivated, the rest not being so, nor admitting of becoming so, by 
reason of the too great Extent of the said Grallts and a want of means 
in the Proprietors thereof, which requiring a remedy, His Majesty in 
his Council bath ordained and dothordain, that by the Sieur Duches~ 
neau, Councillor in His Councils, and Intendant of Justice, Police and 
Financ:e in the said Country, there shaH be made an accurate statement 
of the quality of the J..;ands granted to the principal Inhabitants of the 
said Country, of the number of Arpent~ (or other measure used in the 
~aid Country) which they contain on the borders of the Rivers and in 
the interior of the Lands, of the number of Persons and Cattle, fit for 
and employed in cultivating and clearing the same, in consequence o~ 
which statement one Jmlf of the Lands which were granted before the 
Ten last years and which are not cleared and cultivated as arable or 
as meadow Land, shall be struck out of the grants and given to such 
persons as shall come forward to cultivate and clear them. His Ma
jesty ordaineth, that such Ordinances as shall be made by the :,aid 
Sieur Duchesneau shall be executed according to their Form and 
Tenor as being supreme and of 11ltimate resort as Decrees of a Supe• 
rior Tribunal, His Majesty to that end attributing to him plenary 
Jurisdiction and Cognizance. His Majesty doth further ordain that 
the said Sieur Duchesneau do give provisionnally Grants of the 
Lands which shall so have been struck off to new Settlers, on condL 
tion however, that they do completely clear the same within the 
four next ensuing years, in default whereof at the expiration of the 
said time, the said Grant shall be and remain null. His Majesty 
enjoineth the Sieur Comte de Fronteuac, Governor and Lieutenant 
General of His Majesty in the said Country, also the officers of the 
Sovereign Council therein, to see to the execution of this .Arret, 
which shall be executed, any opposition or hindrance whatever not
withstanding, 

Given in the King's Council of State, holden in the Camp of Lu
ting near Namur, on the fourth day of June one Thousand Six Iluu .. 

dred an~ Seventy-five. 
(Signed) COLBERT. 

Power to Messrs. De Frontenac ~ Duchesneau to make Grants. 

Louis by the Grace of God, King or France and N avarre :-To 
our dear and well beloved Sieurs Comte de Frontenac, our Lieute. 
nant-General in Canada or New France, and Duchesneau, lntendant 
of Justice, Police and Finance, in the said Country, Greeting:
There being a necessity for making provision for the granting of new 
Lands to the Inhabitants at present residing in the said Country, or 
to such as may repair thither on our behalf to settle there, we have 
given and do give to you jointly by these presents under our hand, 
power to make concessions of )_.,ands as well to the Inhabitants oi 

the said Country as to such as may repair thither in order to settles 



on condition that the said concessions be laid before us 'vithin a year from their date for confirmation, in default whereof, at the expira_ tion of the term aforesaid. we declare the same henceforth null. We will moreover that ~uch grants be not made except upon condi~ tion of clearing the Lands and bringing them under cultivation within six years next ensuing, otherwise they shall remain null, and you shall not grant them, unless within short distances of each other, and adjacent to the concession hereupon made and cleared. Whereunto we do especially authorize and enjoin you. And in o~d~r that the matter be fixed and established for ever ; we have caused our Seal to be hereunto affixed.-Given at the Camp of Heurtebise, near Valenciennes, the twentieth day of May, in the year of Grace, one thousand six hundred and seventy-six, and of our Reign the thirty-fourth. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

And lower down, by the King, COLBE_RT, and the Seal of Yellow Wax appending. 

Inrolled in order to be put in execution according 
to the Arret of this date, the nh;teteenth day of 
October 1676. 

(Signed) BECQU~·-

Extract from the Registers oftlze Council qf State. 
Revocation of the grants which are of too great extent, and ordeP 

to dispose of them, October 1679. 

The King in Council having before him the Arret therein rendered on the fourth day of June one thousand six hundred and seventyfive, importing that, by the Sieur Duchesneau, Councillor in his Council, Intendant of Justice, Police and Ji"'inance in Canada, an accurate statement shall be made of the quality of the Lands granted to the principal Inhabitants of that Country, and of the number of arpents (or other measure there used) which they contain, in consequence of which statement, one half of the Lands which had been granted previous to the ten last years, and w hi eh are not cleared and cultivated as arable or meadow land, shall be struck out of the Grants, and giTen to such persons as ~hall t>ffer to clear and cultivate them, the statement accordingly made by the said Sieur Duchesneau, containing the extent of each concession and the number of arpents thereof which are cleared and settled, by which it appears that those concessions are of such great extent that the larger port~on of them remain useless to the Prop~ietors for want of 
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men and cattle to clear and cultivate them ; (l.nd Ilis Majesty con .. 
sidering that the lands remaining to be granted in the said Country, 
are less conveniently situated, and admit with greater ditT1culty of 
being cultivated, by reason of their situation and remoteness from 
navigable rivers, insomuch that such of his Majesty's subjects ~s 
repair to the said Country do for that reason alone abandon the idea. 
of remaining and settling there, which requiring a remedy, liis Ma~ 
jesty in Council hath ordained and doth ordain t hat the Arret therein 
rendered on the fourth day of June one thousand six hundred and 
seventy-five, shall be put in execution according to its form and 
tenor, and doth accordingly declare one fourth of the lands conceded 
before the year one thousand six hundred and s i xty~fivc, which are 
not as yet cleared and under cultivation, henceforth taken away 
from the Proprietors and Possessors thereof-His Majesty doUt 

· further ordain, that henceforth in each year, beginning with the 
ensuing year one thousand six hundred and eighty, there shall be 
taken one twentieth part of the lands forming a portion of the said 
concessions which shall remain uncultivated, in order to their being 
distributed to His Majesty's subjects, inhabiting the said Country, 
who have the means of cultivating them, or to Frenchmen repairing 
to the said Country to settle therein. His Majesty doth enjoin the 
Comte de Frontenac, Governor and Lieutenant-General, and to the 
s.aid puchesneau, to see the execution of this Arret, and to proceed 
to the pistribution and granting anew of the said lands, according to 
the power t.o thell} granted by Letters Patent, of the 20th May 
1676. Given in the King's Council of State in His :Majesty's pre
sence, at St. Germain eo Laye, the ninth day of May one thousand 
six hundreq ~nd seventy-nine.! 

(Sjgned) COLBEilT. 

f!J:ctracts from tlze Registers of the Council of Staff?· 

ARRET Confirming tl1c grants made by the Governor, and the 
Lord Intendant, from the 12th day of October 1676, tp the 5th 
day ~f September 1679 ; 

The King ha~ing before him in his Courcil, llis Majesty's J-1etters 
Patent of the twentieth of May, one thousand six hundred and 
seventy-six, empowering the Comte de Frontenac, :Jlis Majesty's 
Governor and Lieutenant-General in Canada, and the Sieur Du .. 
chesneau, Intendant of Justice, Police and Finance iu the said 
Country, jointly, to make grants of land, both to the old Inhabit
ants of the said Country, and to such as may come to settle therein 
anew, on condition that the grants be laid before them for confirma
tion within a year from their date, and that the lands granted be 
cleared ~nd brought under cultivation, in six years from the date of 



'beir grants, on pr,in of nullity ~ the said letter, inrolled in the So-
'fereign Council of Canada, on the nineteenth of October one 
thousand six hundred and <teventy-six.-Having also before him the 
~tatement of the grants made by the Sieur Comte de Frontenac, 
jointly with the said Sieur Duche-.;neau from the twelfth of October 
one thousand six hundred dnd seventy-six, to the fifth of September 
one thousand six hundred and seventy-nine inclusive, of }'iefs, 
I .. ands, Islands and Rivers, to the persons called Pierre de J oybert, 
Damoiselle de So-ulange et cc Marson, Handin, de la Vallieref', de 
Repentigny1 Eerthier, Damoiselle Marie Anne J uchereau 'vidow of the Sietn· de La Combe, de Becancourt, Marie Guillemette Robert, 
widow of the late Sieur Couillard, Damttiselle Couillard, Nicolas 
Ronsselot dit La Pruisier, Noel Langlo1s, Fran~ois Bel anger, 
d' Amours, Deschaufour, Crev)er, de Vercheres, Bizarre, Romain 
J3ecquet, de B@yuinet, Jacques de La I. .. ande, Louis Jolliet, Nico~ 
Jas .Juchereau de Saint Denys for Joseph Juchereau his son, Andre 
de Chaume, Antoine Cadde, Charles Marquis, Jean l.evrard, and 
to the Superiors and Ecclesiastics of Saint Sulpice of Paris ;-And 
His Majesty being willing to confirm the said grants, in order t(} 
Jender the posse ·sion of the same, quiet and perpetual to the Persons 
above mentioned, their heirs and assigns, upon hearing the report of 
the Sieur Colbert the King's Councillor in ol'dinary, in his Royal 
Council, and Comptroller General of Finance, the King in his 
Council bath confirmed and doth confirm. the grants made to the 
~aid de Joybert, Randin, de la Valliercs, Repentigny, Berthier, 
the widow La Combe, de Becancourt, the widow Couillard, Gene
-.ieve Couillard, Roussclot, Langlois, Bellanger, d'Amours,. Des
t'haufour,. Crevier, de Vercheres, Bizarre, Becquet, tle Boyuinet, l .. alande, Jolliet, de Saint Denys for Joseph Juchereau his Son, rle Chaumc, Cadde, Marquis, Levral'd and the Superiors and Eccle
~;iastics of tl1e Seminary of J>afis, by the said Sieur Count de Fron
tenar, jointly with the said Sieur Duchesneau, doth ordain that 
they, t'neir heirs and assigns, &hall hold the same in the manner and 
form stated in the letters of grant, also the said Langlois, his heirs 
and assigns, of the house he bath caused to be built, without di~-
urbance in their possession and holding for any cause or occasion 

"hatsoever, on condition of clearing and bringing the lands to them 
granted into cultivation within six yea1s, to be computed from the 
<late- of the said Grants, on pains of nuliity thereof, and also on 
~onclition of paying the dues thereon. lt is His Majesty' pleasure 
that this Arret \Vith the said grants be enrolled in his Sovereign 
Council of New France, lwlden in the City of Quebec, in order 
ihat recourse may be had thereto when necessary. Giverr in the 
ring's Council of State, holden at fontainebleau, in presence of His 
.Majesty, the twenty-ninth day of May one thousand six hundl'e(\ 

ud eighty. 

(Signed) COLBERT. 
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Arret of the King divesting the Inhabitants of the property of the 
JJands which may have been granted to them, unless they bring 
them into cultivation, having their residence there, within a year 
and day from the Publication of the said Arret. 

The King being informed that Lands have been granted to t1te In
habitants of New France which are not settled or cleared, on whicll 
they merely make a few imperfect clearings, supposing that by those 
means and by the Grants made to them by the persons to whom his 
Majesty hath granted Lands as Seigniories, they wili secure to them
selves the property whereby it becomes impossible to grant them to 
other more laborious Inhabitants who might occupy and bring them 
into cultivation, which is also very injurious to the other inhabitants 
settled on those Seigniories, because persons not inhabiting nor bring
ing their Lands into cultivation, do not work at those public works 
which are ordered for the good of the country and of the said Sei
gniories, which is quite contrary to the intentions of His Majesty, 
who permitted those Grants only with a view to cau"ing the Country 
to be settled, and on condition that the Lands shaH be settled and 
brought into cultivation ; and it being necessary to remedy such a11. 
abuse, His Majesty being il'l his Council, bath ordained and doth 
ordain that within-one year from the publication of this Arret, as the 
ultimate delay to be granted, the Inhabitants of New France, not 
residing on the Lands which have been granted them, shall establish 
their residence thereon and bring them into cultivation, jn default 
whereof, at the expiration of the said term, it is His Majesty's plea
sure that upon the certificates of the Curates and Captains, that the 
said Inhabitants have omitted for one year to reside on the said Lands, 
and have not br-ought them into cultivation, they shall be divested of 
the Property, and the same shall be re-united to the Domaine of the 
Seigniories upon the OrdinaGces which shall be rendered by the 
Sieur Begon, Intendantof the said Country of New France, whom. 
His Majesty doth enjoin to enf'Orce thP execution of this Arret, and 
to cause the same to be enrolled in the office of the SupeTiorCeuncH 
of Quebec, and published and posted up wherever need shall be, ia 
order that no person be ignorant thereof. Done in the King's Coun
cil of State, at Marly, on the sixth day of July, in the year of our 
Lord, one thousand seven hundred and eleven. 

(Signed) PHELIPPEAUX. 

Arrl:t of the King's Council <>f State for the Re-union of the Land 
granted by the Gentlemen of the 'Seminary of Saint Sulpice. 
The King in his Council having before him the Petition of the Ec

clesiastics of the Seminary of Saint Sulpice <>f Pa~is, Seigniors of the 
Isle of Montreal, the Land or Cote Saint Sulpice in Canada, their 
appurtenances and Dependencies, in which Petition they have set 
forth that as Seigniors of the said Isle they have made several Grants 
of Inheritances upon the charges, renders and dues stated in the .said 



Grants, that several Proprietors of the said conceded SettiementS. having left them uncultivated and abandoned, the Superiors have been obliged for the preservation of their Righb to have recourse to the first Intendant of New France, in order to obtain permission to resume the same, which hath been granted them by divers Ordinan~ ccs of the twenty-second of June 1706, twenty-fifth of May 1707, twenty-sixth of May 1708, and fifth of July 1710, after having laid before the said Intcndant certificates in proper Fort:n of the Abandonment of the said Concessions. That the late King having been informed of the negligence of the Proprietors of the said Concessions and that the same would prove materially detrimental to the ~ettlement of the Colony, ordained by Arret rendered on the iixth of July 1711, that within one year from the date of the Publication of the Arret, the inhabitants of New France not residing upon the Lands which have been granted to them should be held, to cause the same to be actually settled and brought under cultivation, in default whereof at the expiration of the said Term, it is ordained that upon certificates of the Curates and Captains of the C6te, shewing that the inhabitants have been one year without making actual settlement upon the said Lands, and haYe not brought them under cultivation, they be divested of the property, and the same re-united to the Domains of the Seigniors, according to such Ordinances as shall be rendered by the Sieur Begon, Intendant of the said Country of New !?ranee. That in Execution of the said Arret published in tlie town of Montreal, on the twenty-ninth of January 1713, the PetitioneJ s have prayed the Sieur llegon to be admitted to resume more than forty-eight settlements, which appear by the certificates of the Curates and Captains of the Cotes to be abandoned and uncultivated, at the foot of which J>etition the said lntendant lmth ordained, that the parties shall be summoned. But inasmu_ch as many of the proprietors of those inheritances are deceased without Heirs, that others have been absent many years, and that to compel them to comply with the Formalities of Proceeding respecting all abandoned and uncultivated Concessions would be to render it impossible for them to procure re-union to their Seigniories, the aforesaid Ecclesiastics of the Seminary of St. Sulpice have most humbly prayed His Majesty to make known his intentions respecting the Arret of the sixth of July 1711, and to determine what are the cases in which they may resume the abandoned and uncultivated Conce~ssions without other Formality tl1an that of presenting the certificates required by the said .Arret : And His Majesty taking into consideration that if the said Ecclesiastics were compelled to have recourse to the Intendant of the said Country respecting the said uncultivated or abandoned Concessions, they would become exposed to lengthened Proceedings by their remoteness from the City of Quebec, where the said I ntendant. resides, whose stay at Montreal is not long enough for the discussion of such matters, moreover in case of Appeal from his Ordinances the parties interested therein are held to institute them in};'rauce. 'F()r 
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all which His Majesty being willing to provide, having heard the Re
port, and having taken the whole into consideration, His .Majesty in 

Council, by the advice of the Duke of Orleans, Regent, hath or
clained and doth ordain that upon the Demands of the Ecclesiastics 
of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, for the reunion to their Seigniory of 
the Concessions by them made, they shall proceed before the Royal 
J ucJges of Montreal, and by Appeal to the Superior Council of Que
bec for their Decree in the Premises. Provided nevertheless that the 
said Officers shall not take cognizance of Ordinances heretofore ren .. 
dered by the lntcndant of the said Country, with respect to which 
Proceedings shall obtain in the usual manner, and according to the 
Terms of the Ordinances, in cases wherein the Proprietors of the 
said Concessions or their Assigns seek a remedy against them. His 
Majesty cloth nevertheless ordain tliat the said Ordinances shall be 
put in Execution according to their form and tenor provisionally, un
til it be otherwise ordained. 

Given in the King's Council of State, in His Majesty's Presence, 
at Paris, on the fifth day of May 1716. 

(Signed) PHELIPPFAUX, with Paraphe. 

The foregoing Arrh hath been enrolled in the Office of 
the Superior Council of Quebec, according to Arret 
of this date, by me the undersigned King's Council
lm· and Secretary, Chief Clerk of the said Council at 
Quebec, this 1st December 1716. 

(Signed) DE MONSEIGNAT. 

ARRET of the Council of State, enjoining the Seigniors to 
cause actual settlements to be made on their Seigniories, 
and prohibiting their selling uncleared Lands. 

Extract from the Registers of the Council of State. 

The King having caused to be laid before him in his Council the 
Ard:t therein rendered on the sixth day of July 1711, importing that 
such Inhabitants of New France as having obtained grants of Land 
in Seigniory, had not therein any cleared Domain nor Inhabitants 
settled, should be held to bring them into cultivation and to settle 
Inhabitants thereon within one year from the publication of the .Arret 
aforesaid, after which period they should remain reunited to His 
Majesty's Domain, and that the said Seigniors should also be held 
to concede to such Inhabitants as should demand the same for rent, 
and without exacting any sum of money, that otherwise such Inhabi· 
tants should be permitted, in case of refusal after one application, to 
apply to the Governor, Lieut. General and Intendant of the saiQ 

c 



Country for Grants of them, with the same d,ues as are imposed upon other conceded Lands, which dues should be paid to the Receiver of His Majesty's Domain, without any Power in the Seigniors to claim any thing upon the Lands so granted. Also another Arret of the same sixth day of July 1711, importing that the Grantees of ] .. ands en R6ture should be held to actual settlement thereon, and to bring them into Cultivation within one year from the date of the publication, on pain of Reunion to the Domain of the Seigniors upon the Ordinance of the lntendant. His Majesty having also been informed that contrary to the exigence of both those Arrets certain Seigniors have reserved to themselves extensive Domains within their Estates, that they sell Tracts of Wood Land, instead of merely conceding them for Rents, and that some Inhabitants having obtained Grants from the Seigniors have sold them to others, who successively sold them again, whereby a Traffic adverse to the good of the Colony is effected, and it being necessary to remedy such pernicious abuses, His Majesty in Council bath ordained and cloth ordain that within two years from the date of the publication of this .Arret, all proprietors of Lands in Seigniory, as yet uncleared, shall be held to bring them into cultivation and settl<:! inhabitants thereon, otherwise after the expiration of that time, the said Lands shall be reunited to His Majesty's Domain by virtue of this .Arret, without a necessity for auy other. His Majesty doth most e,xpressly prohibit all Seigniors and other Proprietors from selling any Wood Land on pain of the nullity of the Deeds of Sale and restitution of the Price of the Lands sold, which Lands shall in like manner become reunited t() His Majesty's Domain, and further both the Arrets aforesaid, of the sixth of July 1711, shall be put in execution according to their form and tenor, and this shall be enrolled in the Office of the Superior Council of Quebec, and read and published, wherever it shall be necessary. Given before His Majesty,. in His Council ef State, l10lden at Versailles the 15th day of March 1732. 

(Signed) PHELIPPEAUX, with Paraphe. 

Enrolled, the Attorney General being heard and demanding the sam«', according to Arret of this Date, by us Councillor of the King, principal Clerk of the said Council at Quebec, the 4th September 1732. 

(Signed) DAINE. 

DECLARATION of the King concerning Grants in the Colonies. 

Louis, by the Grace of God, King of France and Navarre. To all to whom these presents shall come, Greeting. We have, after the example of the Kings our ancestors, authori~ed the Governors and 
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Intendants of our Colonies in America, not only themselves to gra.nt 
the Lands which we cause to be distributed to such of our Subjects as 
are willing to settle thereon, but also to proceed to reunite to our Do
main such granted L·mds as are liable to reunion, by not having 
been brought into cultivation; and they have also cognizance, to the 
exclusion of the ordinary Judges, of all differences ari'Sing between 
the Grantees or their Assigns, as well with respect to the validity 
and execution of the Grants, as to their situation, extent, and limits, 
but we are informed that, up to this time, there hath been scarcely 
any thing certain, either with re.ipect to the Form of Proceeding, in. 
cases of the reuuion of Grants,or of the trial and adjudication of suits 
between the Grantees or their Assigns, or with respect to the method 
to be adopted for obtaining relief ag<tinst the Ordinances rendered by 
the Governors and lntendants on this matter, so that not only have 
different customs been introdnced in the several Colonies, but also 
in one and the same Colony there have been frequent variations in 
this respect. In order to put an end to that state of uncertainty, upon 
matters of such intere:;t to the security and tranquillity of families, 
we have resolYeQ on establishing by express law, fixed and invariable 
rules to be observed throughout our Colonies, both as to form of pro
ceeding to the reunion to our Domain of the ConcPssions which are 
liable to be thef'eunto reunited, and to the proceedings on the ques
tion they may oceasion, also to the modes of recourse to be pursued 
by those '"ho may deem themselves aggrieved by the judgment which 
may be rendered. .For these cames and others, us thereunto mov
ing, with tlw advice of our Council and of our certain knowledge, 
full power and Royal Authority, we have declared and ordained, 
and by these presents under our sign manual do declare and ordain, 
and our will and pleasure is as fo\loJ;l•eth : 

ART. I.-The Governors, our Lieutenant Generals and the In
tendants of our Colonies, or in default of them, or in thPir absence 
from the Colonies, the Officers representing them shall continue 
jointly to make Grants of Land to the Inhabitants who apply for 
them, in order to bring them into cultivation, and shall give them 
titles on the usual and accustomed terms and conditions. 

II.-They shall in like manner proceed to reunite to our Domain 
the Lands which are liable to be reunited thereto, and this shall be 
at the diligence of our Attornies, in the ordinary jurisdiction within 
the limits of whose cognizance the said lands shall be situate. 

Ill. They shall not grant Lands which have once been conceded, 
although liable to reunion, until after their reunion shall have been 
adjudged, on pain of nullity of the new Concessions, without preju~ 
dice nevertheless to the reunion which may always be sued for against 
the first Grantees. 



I V. -Our Governors and Lieutenant Governors and the lnten .. 
dants, or in default of them, or in their absence from the Colonies, 
the Officers representing them shall also continue to have cognizance, 
to the exclusion of all other Judges, of all the differences arising be
tween the Grantees or their Assigns, as well as to the validity and 
execution of the Grants, as on the subject of their situ<l.tions, extent 
and limits, and in case of there being Minors who are party to the 
said differences, such differences &hall be communicated to our At
tornics in the ordinary Jurisdictions within which the Governors and 
Intendants shall reside, in order that they may there take their con
clusions, in the same manner as if the said differences were instituted 
in the said Jurisdictions. It is not nevertheless intended to include in 
this article differences arising on Family Partitions, of which the 
Judges of our ordinary J urisdicti9ns shall continue to h:t ve cogni .. 
zance. 

V. We declare to be null and of none effect all Grants which shall 
not be made by the Governor and Intendant jointly, or by the offi
cers respectively representing them. as also all reunions which shall 
not be pronouncf':d, and all Judgements which shall not be rendered 
~ common by them or their representath·es. Nevertheless we em
IJOwer either of them in case of the decease of the other, or of his 

bsencefrom the Colony, and a defect of Officers capable of repre-
'·. _.senting such as may be dead or absent, to make the Grants alone, 

and even proceed to the reunions to our Domain, and to the Adju
dication of suits between the Grantees, calling nevertheless upon 
such Ojlicers of the superior Councils or Jurisdictions as he shall 
think fit. And he shall be held to make mention as well on the 
Concessions and Reunions, as in the Judgements upon private suits, 
of the necessity in which he may have been so to proceed; on pain 
of nullity. 

VI.-In cases in which the Governors and lntendants shall be of 
ditTP.rent opinions on applications made to them for Grauts of Land, 
it is our pleasure that they do suspend the issuing of Grants until 
they receive our Orders, upon the statements they shall make to 11s 
of their motives, and in cases of a division of opinion between them, 
whether as to Judgements of Reunion, or upon differences between 
l)roprietors of Grants, they shall call in the Senior Member of the 
Superior Council, or in case of absence or lawful impediment, two 
Councillors next following him in the order of the list, the whole 
without prejudice to the preponderance of the vote of the Governors 
in matters concerning our service, in which it is to obtain. 

VII. In matters in which it shall happan that local Yisitations, 
and nominations and RPports of Experts or Inquests are ordered, the 
}!:nactments in that behalf of the twenty-first and twenty-second ti_ 
tks of the Ordinance of 1667, shall :)e obsenell on pain of nullity. 
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VIII. The parties may have their remedy by appeal to our Council 
fromJ udgements rendered by the Governors and 1ntenc1ants upon the 
said private differences and upon Reunions to our Domain. The 
said Appeals may be instituted by mere "Actes," and the Petitions 
which shall be presented accordingly, shall together with the paper 
writings of the parties be transmitted to the Secretary of State for the 
Marine Department, in order that upon his Report thereon in our 
Council, we may do therein as shall be meet. 

Wherefore we enjoin our beloved and faithful the Members of our 
Superior Council of Canada, that they do cause these presents to be 
read, published and enrolled, and that the contents thereof they do 
keep, observe and execute according to their form and tenor, any 
Edict, Declaration, .Arret, Ordinance or other thing to the co"trary 
thereof notwithstanding, all such being hereby derogated from. For 
such is our pleasure. In Witness whereof we have caused our Seal 
to be hereunto set. 

Given at Versailles, this seventeenth day of July, in the year of 
our Lord 17 43, and of our Reign the 28th. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

And lower down 
(Signed) PilE LIPI> EA UX. 

Enrolled, the Attorney-General heing heard and demanding the 
same, according to the .Arret of this date, by us the undersigned, 
Councillor and Secretary of the King, Principal Clerk of the Coun
cil aforesaicl. 

At Quebec, this fifth day of October 17 44. 

(Signed) DAINE. 

DECLARATION of the King in Interpretation of that of 17th 
July 1743, concerning Grants of Land in the Colonies. 

Louis, by the Grace of God, King of France and Navarre. To 
all to whom these presents shall come, Greeting. By our Declara. 
tion of the seventeenth day of July one thousand seven hundred and 
forty-three, we have regulated the form of proceeding whether as to 
Concessions of lands in our French Colonies, or as to the reuniting 
to our Domain, of such conceded land as are liable to be reunited 
thereunto, or as to the trial and adjudication of differences arising 
between the grantees or their assigns, and by the eighth Article of the 
same declaration, we have ordained that the parties may have theirre
course by appeal to our Council against the judgements which shall be 
rendered by the Governors and Intendants of the said Colonies,on alJ 



tlmse matters of which the cognizance devolves upon them to the exclusion of all other J udges,that the said Appeals may be instituted by mere Actes and that the Petitions which shall be presented accordingly, shall be transmitted together with the paper writings of the parties to our Secretary of State for the Marine Department in order that upon his Report to our Council we may do that which shall be meet. But upon the last Article it bath been repre~&ented unto us, that by reason of the distant situation of Places, it would be expe• rlient for the sake of Justice, to render provisionally executory the Judgement pronounced by the said Governors and Intendants, and that such new provision would prevent many Appeals which are insti-tuted by the Parties merely in order to maintain their unjust Possession. For these causes and others, us thereunto moving, with the .Advice of t>ur Council and of our certain knowledge, full power and Royal authority, we have in Interpretation of our Declaration of ihe !7th of July 1743, declared and ordained and do declare and e~rdain and it is our will and pleasure that the Judgements which shall be rendered in consequence of our Declaration by the Governors C)Of I. .. ieutenant Generals and the Intendants in our Colonies~ or by the Officers representing them, upon the said matters of which they .have the Cognizance to the exclusion of all other Judges, shall be provisionally executory notwithstanding any Appeal which may be instituted and without prejudice thereto. We nevertheless leave it at the discretion of the said Govemors and lntendants, in the cases in which they shall deem it proper, not to direct the prov~sional Execution of their Judgements unless upon good and suffie~ent Security l>eing entered into by the Party in whose favo-ur they shall have been rendered. Our said Declaration shall moreover 'be put in ex~ e·cution according to the form and Tenor thereof~ "Vherefore we enjoin our beloved and· faithful the M embers of our Superior Coun.:il of Qu.ehec that they do cause these presents to be rea€1, publish~d and enrolled, and the Contents of the same observed and put in Execution according to their form and Tenor, any Edict, Declaration,. Arret, Ordinance, Regulation and other things to the con~ frary notwithstanding, all which we have derogated from and do lter~by derogate from. For such is our pleasure. In Witness whereflf we have caused our Seal to be hereunto affixed. Given at Versailles this first Day of October, in the year of our Lord, 1747, and .,r our Reign the 33d. 

And lower down 
Signed, 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

PHELIPPEAUX, with Paraphe. 

And sealed with the great Seal of yellow wax. 

Enrolled, the King~s Attorney General being heard and demanding the same, according to Arret of this Date, by us, undersigned Councillor and Secretary of the King, principal Clerk of the Coun .. 
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dl, at Quebec, this nineteenth day of June one thousand seven 
hundred and forty-eight. 

(Signed) BOISSEAU • 

.ArrAt enjoining CommunicatioH to the Trustee ( Syndi c) for the In
habitants, of the Arret concerning the Heuuion of the uncleared 
Lands, before rendering Judgement. [ avantfaire Droit.] 

The Governor and Bishop having laid before the Council the .Ar
ret of the King's Council of State of the 21st of March 1663; en
joining that within six months from the publication thereof, all the 
inhabitants shall cause to be cleared all the Lands contained in their 
Concessions, in default whereof all those w hi eh shall remain unclear
ed shall be distributed by new Grants in His Majesty's name, His 
Majesty revoking and annulling all grants of the said Lands not yet 
cleared, made by the persons heretofore interested in the Company 
of New France, whereby it is enjoined them to see to the punctual 
execution of the said Arret, and even to make a distribution or the 
said unclP-ared Lands and to make Grants thereof in His Majesty'.s 
name, they demand that the said Arret be put in execution in every 
respect, according to its Form and Tenor. And that in so doing all 
the Lands which are not at present cleared and brought under culti
vation, be declared reunited to the King's Domain, to be dispo~ed 
of in His Majesty's name, by new Grants in favour of persons de
manding them as aforesaid, the said Governor and Bishop declar
.ing that they do not in any way pretend to influence [interesser J the 
people inhabiting this Country, nor to compel them to quit their hoQ
ses and settlements, consenting that these do remain in the state i11 
which they are, but that with respect to those of which Grants are to 
be made, they will take care that the King's instruction be thereitl 
followed, and that they be reduced into Hamlets and Boroughs, 
( Bourgs et Bourgades) as far a~ can be done, as also that it he for
bidden to all pretended Seigniors to dispose by Grant of any waste 
Lands on pain of nullity: the King's Attorney being heard, who hath. 
prayed that all the Tracts of 1Vood Land be reunited to the King'• 
Domain, the Council before adjudication, hath ordained that the 
said Arret shall be communicated to the Trustee for the Settlers, at 
the diligence of the King's Attorney General, in older to such De .. 
cree upon his answer as shall be meet. 

PROJECTS and REGULATIONS made by Messrs. de Tracy and 
Talon concerning the Settlement of the Country of Canada. 

Whereas by Monsieur de Tracy and Monsieur de Courcelles, it it 
deemed ofutility to the Kin~'s Service and benefit to the Country, 
that the Supreme Council (Conseil Souverain) which was established 



by the King in 1663, and interrupted by the late Monsieur de Mezy 
in 1664, be now reestablished by retaining the same Persons who 
were placed therein at its creation, or by placing others in their stead 
to compose the same, Talon demands that after the said Sieurs shall 
have been assured of the probity and capacity of His Majesty's Sub .. 
jects inhabiting Canada above mentioned, the reestablishment of 
the said Council be proceeded to according to the orders and inten
tions of His Majesty; that the matters whereof the same shall have 
cognizance, shall be specifically declared, the place and day on 
which they shall meet designated and the power thereof extended or 
regulated as it shall seem meet unto the Sienrs above~mentioned. 

And inasmuch as the King's intention is not that his Subjects should 
ruin each other by protracted suits, and that it is highly expedient 
for the Countrv of Canada that there should be therein established a 
brief, clear anJ inexpensive Form of distributive Justice; that there 
be establi&hed in every C6te, Ward or Jurisdiction, Judges having 
original Jurisdiction over all civil matters to the extent of Ten Livrrs 
and over all others of the said Judgements from which an Appeal may 
lie to three other Judges of the four who shall be established at Que
bec, to determine all matters within the Consular Jurisdiction ; and 
to decide all differences arising among the inhabitants whether mer
chants or not, by reason of Notes, Bills, Undertakings, Obliga
tions, Balances of Account by Mercantile Books, according wand in 
the mode prescribed by the annexed Regulation ; In order that at all 
times the parties who are often from a distance be regulated, and that 
by such facility and prompt despatch they may save that time which 
is so useful in the culture of Land and those expenses which another 
~·orm of Justice might occasion, if the present one were not intro
duced, unless the Sieurs above-mentioned should deem it preferable 
to establish the Sieurs Chartier as Lieutenant General to which ap
pointment he had been nominated by the \Vest-India Company which 
bath granted him procuration to that effect. 

That the Fees [Vacations J and Salaries of these four J udges1 if 
established, shall be regulated rather for the sake of Honour than of 
J~molument, inasmuch as they ought chiefly to regard the Public 
?~od to which they are pleased to devote a small po~tion of their 
T1me. 

Be it ordained that Parties shall summon those against whom they 
may have an Action, by notice given by themselves, unless accord
ing to circumstances or the exigency of the ca3e, the Judge should 
deem it meet to send them ex officio a note giving a day for their ap
pearance wherefore there shall be appointed one day or more in the 
week for presenting petitions; the Sundays and Holidays (the four 
principal Holidays of the year excepted,) appear fittest for saving that 
time for labour which is so valuable to the inhabitants of Canada. 

That such Notice so given by the party or ex officio by the Judge, 
and certified by any neighbour of credibility shall have the same force 
and "Virtue as a Summons ; and that upon non-appearance, default 
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shall be given in like manner as if there had been a Summons, in 
which case the ministry of the Bailiff may be used to serve the 
same at the expense of the person to whom it shall appertain. 

That before any Prosecutor or Plaintiff, inhabiting the C6te, shall 
seek a judicial remedy at Quebec by suit, he shall try the effect of an 
arbitration, by summoning the adverse party by one or two neiah. 
hours of credibility, to submit his interests to one or more Arbit~a
tors, or to the determination of the Captain of the \Vard, in matters 
a little under fifteen Livres, slight quarrels, disputes or opprobrious 
language, and upon his refusal, he shall proceed as is hereinbefore 
stated after the party refusing shall have been condemned to pay the 
expenses of the first Summons pre•ious to being permitted to plead, 
upon his refusal being ascertained by proof, inasmuch ::ts by refusing 
that fair method (honnetete) and that settlement by arbitration whiclt 
was proposed respecting the interest claimed by him, he has evinced 
an inclination for litigation which cannot be otherwise than censura
ble. 

Because there are too frequently complaints by Masters against 
temporary Domestics, old or new (Valets passagers, anciens ou nou .. 
veaux,) and Domestics against Masters: 

That the same Judges who are established at Quebec shall have 
cognizance of all differences existing, or which may arise between 
Masters and Domestic<;, old or new, by reason of service, allowances 
and wages. 

That for the provisional Regulation of matter of the said Masters 
pr Valets it be ordained--

N. B. The Leaf which is wanting, that is to say, folio 32, con
tains nothing else than a continuation of the Projects of Regulations 
which are commenced at folio 31, R 0 • and end at folio 34, V 0

• see 
Letter A, Register of Edicts, Arrets, ~c. First volume, fifteenth 
folio. 

One and the same Surgeon shall have the Care of two or three 
Communautks. 

VI. That one common Herdsman forthe keeping of cattle in Com
mon, may save the Grain from the injury which such Cattle usually 
do in the Fields of such Settlements as are not incorporated, Com
munautes, and for several other reasons which it would be useless tQ 
adduce. 

After it shall have been deemed expedient to form incorporated 
Villages, en corps de Cornmunaute, it is right to remark that is is most 
material for the King's service and the safety of the Country of Ca
nada to place them, as far as may be practicable, in the vicinity of 
Quebec, for the following reasons : 

I. For the mutual Aid which Quebec and its Settlements afford 
each other, the latter supplying the former with the productions of 
the Lands, Wood, Grain, Pulse, Vegetables, and the profits of rural 
economy and i>f the Farm-Yards, Menageries, for feeding C~ttle 
and for Poultry, Eggs, ButterDMilk, Cheese and other necessanes~f 



life, which are so rare at Quebec, that they are there sold excessively dear ; in exchange for which they will receive from Quebe.c aforesaid the merchandize, the stuffs, linen, shoes and other articles brought from France for the use of the Colonies. 
II. That as the proximity of Quebec, besides the protection it affords those Villages merely because it is secure from the lroqnois, that they may be easily assisted in case of attack, will greatly facilitate that real and salutary relief w hi eh the said Villages might require ; Quebec, on its part, if attacked by the Europeans, or by Indian Nations may be strongly supported by the great number of Inhabitants, which those ViUages will furnish, who on the firing of the first Cannon, shall be ordered to repair to the Castle of Saint Lewis, the Rendez-vous common to all .. 
Ill. The same pFoximity of Quebec, with respect to Settlementsought to be much regarded, if it be considered, tlt!lt the families which win be sent from France, will thence derive great advantages for their Instruction in the manner of living in Canada, in Spiritual and Temporal concerns. And to speak in its Order of the Villages to be formed for the Settlement of the new families which are to be sent by His Maj~ty ~ having ascertained that it is of importance to place them near Quebec, it must be admit.ted that as their form must be according to the nature and situation of the ground, it is not easy to determine the same; that a round ora square form appears nevertheless to be most convenient if the situation permits, and that the extent of each Settlement should be so much land as, when distributed into twenty, thirty, forty or fifty shares, shall give for each of them forty arpents and this varying and unequal nu m her of settlementswill form Boroughs, Villages and Hamlets, according t(} the adap ... tation of the ground. 

It must also be determined, that after having reserved in these Hamlet'3 or Villages, the Settlements necessary for the families which are to be sent out this year, it appears that the remainder ought to be distributed among old Settlers, competent to instruct such heads of families as aTe newly arrived and settled in the most useful method of cultivating the land by labouring in the proper seasons, either by conversation or by the example of their assiduity in labour, and I add if there be persons of various trades usually serving to provide something in their lin~, which is adapted to the common use of the inhabitants of these Villages, as Carpenters, Masons, Cordwainers ana others, it will be very proper to introdu~e them therein, in order that without going out of the Village, every thing necessary either for the food or the lodging and clothing of man may be found therein for the convenience of the person inhabiting the place. "\Vith respect to the terms and conditions which are to be stipulated in the Contracts to be made in favour of the Grantees, it appears that they ought to be various according to the difference amonithe Persons on whom they are to be bestowed~ 
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The Soldiers of the Regiment Carignan-Saltere, or of the Garri
>&ons ef the Forts of Quebec, Three-Rivers and Montreal, being in 
right and in fact bound to the King, by the pay they have received, 
not having it in their power to exempt themselves from continuing to 
render their services on future occasions to His Majesty, w hethet 
for the defence of the Country, in which they will be interested as in 
the common weal and security of all, or for all enterprises having in 
view the utility and benefit of Old and N ew-France, so there i-s 
nothing inexpedient in granting to them the Lands wltich they may 
clear upon this condition which will not be burdensome to them 
-since it will not take them out of that in which they now are, and· 
because they cannot settle themselves by their labour alone, it is ne
cessary to afford them assistance in the first years. It appears to His 
Majesty as useful as it is just to give them some assistance in pro,·isions 
and tools proper for their work, and to pay them for the cultivatioa 
()f the two first arpents of land which they shall cut down and burn, 
although upon their own account and for their {)WD profit, obliging 
them to cultivate in exchange two others in the three or four years 
following, in favour of the families who shall come hither from Fromce, 
without any payment therefore. By this expedient, they are pro .. 
vided with the means of forming a stock for subsistence in the winter·, 
and lands are prepared for the families which tb.e King appears to 
intend to settle at his expense. 

This mode of granting a newly acquired Country, has its example 
in Roman Antiquity, and may correspond with thl).t in which among 
the Romans the Territories of subdued Provinces which were called 
Prmdia Militaria were formerly given. The practice of that politic 
and warlike people may in my opinion be judiciously introduced into 
a Country, a thousand leagues distant from its Sovereign, and the 
State of which it is but a very detached member, .and may he after 
under the necessity of supporting itself by its own resources. This 
method appears to me the more to be valued, as it will one day form 
for the King a body of old troops, who will no longer be a charge to 
His Majesty, and will nevertheless be able to preser;ve the infant 
state of Canada, with all the ~ugmentati(}nsit may receive against the 
inroads .of t,he Indians~ or the violent incursions of the Euro~eans, 
and even .in the urgeQt necessities of Old Ji .... rance, afford His Majesty 
considerable ,?.id. 

In .addition to tbese first motives, it is well to allow weight to con
siderations of the public peace and tranquillity, to maintain which 
all human prudence ought to be exerted, there being nothing in civil 
life whose preservation is so precious as matters which tend to main .. 
tain the union and repose .of people, which peculiarly depend on their 
:fidelitv towards their Sovereign, and thereupon the preservation of 
the newly discovered and acquired Provinces in remote Countries 
.under the subjection and dominion of that Sovereign.-Where. 
fure the first of our Kings, whose policy was superior to what 
has been supposed~ intJoduced into newly acquired Countries, mlli-



fary men of well known fidelity, and born their Subjects, in order internally to keep the Inhabitant!l in their duty, and externally to ward off their common enemies. And with a view to maintain and support them therein, granted them Lands in these Countries to be cultivated and supply all the necessaries of life. A practice equally economical and politic, for on one hand it saved the public Funds and on the other it gave the Officer and Soldier an interest in the preservation of the Country, as in that of his own inheritance. The old Settlers claiming Lands might less relish this condition of serving His Majesty than Soldiers might do, if on one hand the na .. tural duty which require them to take the field when called out, and on the other that honour by which they may be stimulated, and the t·emission which may be made them of the other onerous dues, usually annexed to Grants, did not sufficiently induce them to comply therewith. It might then be stipulated in the Grants. 
And as His Majesty appears to intend to defray the whole expense of commencing the Settlements, by clearing the woods, tilling and sowing two acres of ground, advancing meal to the families coming out, that may be required of them in the first instance, which is required of the old Settlers; that having received two acres in a state :fit for yielding the fruits of the tillagP and sowing of the soil, they should cultivate two others in the three or four years next after their arrival, so as not to require of them such return for the first or second year which would divert them too much from the improvement of their Settlement, at a time when all their exertions are necessary for acquiring that establishment on which that of their whole family depends. And for the benefit they desire from the Grant of the Land, they shall in lieu of cens sur cens, censives or other renders which are annexed to the Grants in that Country, engage their first born son in the King's service, when he shall have attained the age of sixteen, and he shall commence his noviciate in a Garrison of the Forts, without having claim to any other stipend than his subsistance~ or such as may be ordered for him by His Majesty's States, during' the service be shall render; this obligation hardly adds to that which a true subject incurs at his birth, but it appears that when the condition is stipulated it is less harsh when required than when nothing is said of it in the Grants of the Lands which are given as all those in Canada are given. 

As in the whole of this distribution nothing is reserved in favour of the West India Company, on which His Majesty is willing to con .. fer the benefit which in such case arises from the right of Seigniory 'vhere the Settlements hold immediately of them, and in this case they might be invested with superior, mesne and inferior jurisdiction, with the dues of lods et ventes, saisines and fines, and even a small ground rent if it be thought expP-dient, or if His Majesty deeming it more expedient that they should have as Vassals Officers of his Troops who having over the Peasantry, roturiers, the useful and domanial . ,S~igniory, he may create fo~ them some inconsiderable ground rents> 
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rather as Tokens of Honour than as useful Income, and may grant 
them mesne and inferior Jurisdiction, reserving the superior J oris
diction, which he may annex to a supreme Court of Fiefs or to Of
ficers instituted for the rights of the Seignior Paramount, (Suzerain) 
or Dominantissime. 

The foregoing articles, treating only of dues to b~ established in. 
the Hamlets, Villages and Bmergadcs, which His Majesty bath in
stituted or may institute at his expense, to be distributed among the 
poor famili es which he may send from France, and with which he 
intends to people Canada, or which (Hamlets, &c.) he intends to 
distribute among the Soldiers who may choose to settle therein, it is 
very proper to inquire by what Titles and on what conditions the 
Lands are to be distributed, and Grants made to the persons who 
will be at the expense and labour of the cultivation of Canada, they 
forming Hamlets, Villages or Bourgades. 

Assuming always the same principle that the obedience and fidelity 
due to the I'rince, being more liable to be impaired in remote Coun
tries than in those near the supreme authority chiefly vested in the 
person of the Prince, and having therein more force and efficacy than 
in any other, it is prudent to prevent in the establishment of the 
infant state of Canada, all those deplorable revulutious which might 
either render the same aristocratic or democratic instead of monar
chical, or by means of a balanced power and authority among its 
subjects, might separate it into parts and occasion a dismemberment, 
such as has occurred in France by the erection of Sovereignties in 
the Kingdoms of Soissons, Orleans, the Counties of Champagne and 
ethers. 

(Signed) TALON & TRACY. 

Read, published and enrolled at the instance of the 
Attorney General, to be put in execution accord
ing- to Arret of this date. At Quebec., in the Sn
pr'eme Council, the twenty-fourth of January one 
thousand six hundred and sixty-seven. 

(Signed) PEUVRET. 

(C.) 
ORDINANCE reuniting several Lands to the Domain of La.uzou, 

for default by the Inhabitants to make actual settlements; 
Dated 30th March 1730. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Upon reading the Arret of the King's Council of State, of the 6th 
of July 1711, whereby His Majesty bath ordained that for Default. 
by the Inhabitants of New France, to bring their Lands into culti· 
vation, and to make actual iettlements thereon within one year from. 



the date of their Grants, they shall be divested of all property in 
the said Lands, and that the reunion thereof to the Domains of the 
Seigneurs shall be made by the Intendants, upon the Certificates and 
Attestations of the Curates and Captains of Militia, that the said 
Inhabitants have not obeyed the said Arret. Also our Ordinance of 
the 18th of February 1730, whereby on complaint made to us by the 
Sieur Etienne Chan3t, Seignior of the Cote de Lauzon, that divers 
Individuals to whom for some years past Lands haTe been conceded 
in the said Seigniory, have not made actual settlements thereon, nor 
have brought them into cultivation, although the Lands of the said 
persons were at that time liable to reunion, it was nevertheless our 
pleasure to grant them a further delay of ten months, in order to 
enable them to comply with the said Arret of the Council of State, 
\lnder the Penalties thereof. The Publication of our said Ordi
nance, and the posting thereof at the door of the Church of St. Jo
seph, a Parish in the said Seigniory, on the 26th of the said month 
of February in the year aforesaid, by Benolt---The Petition pre• 
sented to us by the Sieur Charet on the 16th of the present month, 
containing renewed complaints against the said persons therein. 
named, all Proprietors of Land in the said Seigniory of Lauzon, 
who have not made actual settlement in all the time we had granted 
them, which elapsed nearly three months since-that is to say, the 
Heirs and Assigns of the late Dumont, for eight Arpents in front by 
forty in depth in the first Range; Charles Gautier, for ten Arpents 
in front, by forty in depth, also in the first Range; Eustache Samson, 
for three Arpents iu front by thirty in depth in the second range; the 
widow Grenet for two Lands in the second Range, of three Arpents 
each, by thirty in depth; Joseph Girard,forone of three Arpents, in the 
second Range, by thirty in depth; Franfois Brulot, for two Arpents 
and a half in front, by thirty in depth; Louis Fagot, for three Ar
pents in front, by thirty in depth ; Joseph Fagot, also for three Ar. 
pents in front, by thirty in depth ; Michel Jourdain, also for three 
Arpents in front, by thirty in depth ; Joseph Jourdain, also for three 
Arpents in front, by thirty in depth; Louis 'Afarchand, also for three 
Arpents in front, by thirty in depth; Charles Gua:y, in the third 
Range also, for three Arpents in front, by thirty in depth; Joseph 
Gua:y, also for three Arpents in front, by thirty in depth ; Michel' 
Gua:y, also for three Arpents in front, by thirty in depth; Jean Bap
tisle Girard, also for three Arpents in front, by thirty in depth ; 
Charles Girard, in the third Range, for three Arpents in front, by 
thirty in depth ; Claude Girard, also for three Arpents in front, by 
thirty in depth; Jacques Girard, also for three Arpents in front, by 
thirty in depth-by which Petition the said Sieur Chan~t prayeth that 
we do proceed to the reunion of the said Lands to his Domain, upon 
the certificates of the Curates and Captains of the C6tes of the said 
Seigniory which he hath laid before us. And upon reading the said 
~ertificates of the Sieurs Larue, Curate, and Couture, Captain of 
Militia of the said C6te and Seigniory of Lauzon, both bearing dat 
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the 12th day of February last, by which they attest that all the In
habitants above-mentioned, have not for many yeara had any actual 
settlement on the Lands they have obtained in the said Seigniory o[ 
Lauzon. The whole matter being taken into consideration, We, by 
virtue of the power to us given hy His Majesty, and in execution of 
the said .Arret of the King's Council of State, of the 6th of July 
1711, have declared all the persons above~mentioned, that is to say: 
the Heirs or Assigns of the late Oumont, Charles Gautier, Eustache 
Samson, the widow Grenet, Joseph Girard, Franc;ois Brulot, Louis 
Fagot, Joseph Fagot, Michel Jourdain, Joseph Jourdain, I~ouis 
Marchand, Charles Guay, Joseph Guay, Michel Guay, Jean Bap
tiste Girard, Charles Girard, Claude Girard, Jacques Girard, well 
and duly divested of all property in the said Lands to them conceded, 
and situate in the said Seigniory of l .. auzon, for their default to have 
made actual settlement thereon, and to have resided thereon, and 
brought them into cultivation within the t~me ordained, both by the 
said Arret of the Council of State, and by our Ordinance of the 18th 
of February 1730, and the same \Ve have reunited to the Domain 
of the said Sieur Charet, and the said Ordinance shall be read, pub
lished and affixed at the door of the Church of the said Seigniory 
at the close of Divine Service, in order that no one of the persons 
above-mentioned may be ignorant thereof. We enjoin, &c. 

Given at Quebec, the 30th day of .1\'larch 1730. 

(Signed) JIOCQUART. 
ORDINANCE reuniting the Lands of the Persons therein named 

to the Domain of the Sieur Boucher de Niverville, by virtue of 
the Ordinance of the 24th July 1730, which obliges them to ac
tual residence, and prohibits them and all others from selling, as
signing or exchanging their Lands to prevent all surprise. Dated 
~7th July 1732. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Upon our Ordinance of the 24th of, July 1730, rendered on the 
Petition of the Sieur Jean Baptiste Boucher de .N iverville, Esquire, 
Seignior of Chambly, whereby we have ordained that all the Settlers 
therein named shall actually reside upon their I~ands and cau&e a 
clearing to be made thereon within eight months at the latest, com
puting from the date of our said Ordinance to the first day of April 
one thousand seven hundred and thirty one inclusive, after which 
time and upon the certificates of the said Curate and Captain of Mili
tia of the place, that they ~hall not have actually resided on the 
spot, nor made a clearing, we shall proceed to the reunion of the 
said I ... ands to the Domain of the said Sieur De Niverville, with pro
hibition to the said settlers and all others to Assign, Exchange, or 
Sell their Lands without pre'\'ious notice to their Seignior, in {)rder 
hat such Assigmnents, Exchanges or Sales may be by him ratified t• 



avoid all surprise-The said Ordinance pnblisl1ed on three successitte Sundays, beginning on the 30th July in the said year, by Laloite and Lavate, Officers of Militia. The Petition unto us presented by the said Sr. de Niverville, setting forth that since the said delay granted by the above mentioned Ordinance and which expired more than a year since, the said Settlers therein mentioned have not fulfilled the duty of actually residing upon their said Lands, and praying that it be our pleasure to decree the reunion of the said Lands to his Domain upon the Certificates of the Curate and Captain of Militia of the said Seigniory, to the said Petition annexed, and according to the Arret of the King's Council of State of the sixth July one thousand seven hundred and eleven, in order that the Petitioner may do with and dispose of the same in favour of such persons as it shall seem meet unto bim, and moreover to condemn the said inhabitants to pay to the Petitionel' the Cens et Rentes which they owe him for the whole time 
Q{ their possession, and upon the said certified statement of the Mi ssionary and Captain of Chambly of the twelfth instant, whereby it appears that since the publication of our foregoing Ordinance, the said Settlers therein named have not actually resided, nor have done any thing to their Lands-that is to say, Marien Lebault, for three arpents in front by thirty in depth, L'Epine, for a La,nd of like extent, Nicolas Favereau, for three arpents and a half hy thirty in depth ; Michel Charbonneau, also for three arpents and a half by thirty in depth; Andre Languedoc, JosephLabrie, Etienne Petit, Antoine Roy, Pierre Marie, Jean Archambault, Joseph Lorion, Jean 1\iilet, Andre Archambault, Franc;ois Chretien, Pierre Groux, Fran
~ois Serat L'Espagnol, Pierre A.vare, Jean Baptiste Cousineaa, Ignace Martin, all th~ Settlers above mentioned for three arpents in front each by thirty in depth ; Rene La Fleur, for three arpcnts by forty in depth ; the widow Latulipe, for four arpents in front by forty in depth; Louis Languedoc, Antoine Languedoc, Frangois Languedoc, each for a Land of three arpents in front by thirty in depth ; Jean Baptiste Cousineau, for two Lands of three arpents by thirty in depth ; Franc;ois V oyer tlit Labrie, for three arpents by thirty in depth ; Pierre Groux, for two Lands of three arpents by thirty in depth ; Franc;ois Serat also for two Lands of three arpents in front, by thlrty in depth ; Antoine Lorion, for three arpents by the same depth ; Rene Lorion, for three arpents by thirty in depth _; Louis and Andre Archambault each for three arpents by thirty in depth ; the whole being taken into ('Onsideration, we, by virtue of the power unto us given by His Majesty, and in execution of the said .A1·ret of the Council of State of the sixth of July one thousand seven hundred and eleven, have declared all the said Persons herein-before named well and duly divested of the Property of the said Lands unto them granted by the Sieur de Niverville, and situate in the said Seigniory of Chambly for their default of actual residence on the spot, and of having performed any work thereon within the times appoint_ed both by the said Arret of the said Council of State and our said 



Ordinance of the ~4th July one thousand sev~h hundred and thirty, 
nod we have reumted the same to the Domam of the said Sieur de 
Niverville : and this Ordinance shall be read and published in the 
accustomed manner, to the end that no Person therein-mentioned 
may be ignorant thereof. 'Ve enjoin &c. Done at Montreal the 
twenty-seventh of July 1732. 

(Signed) IIOCQUART. 

ORDINANCE reuniting to His Majestis Domain all Sei(J'ni .. 
vries which are not under cultivation. Dated lOth May 1741. 

CHARL_ES, MARQUIS OF BEAUHARNOIS, &c. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Between the King~s Attorney General of the Superior Council ot 
Quebec, lllaintitf, according to his Request, answered by us on the 
twentieth day of February last, on one part, and the Sieurs Franfois 
Daine, Principal Clerk of the said Council, De Lusignan, Lieute
nant of the Troops, De Laronde Denis, Captain of the said Troops, 
De Beaujeu, Major of the Troops, Pean, Major of the Town and 
Castle "of Quebec, and Foucault: Keeper of the King's Stores, De
fendant, all personally present, l\'lr. Dosquet, formerly Bishop of 
Quebec, one of the Directors of the Seminary of Quebec appearing, 
De St. Vincent, an Ensign on service, appearing by the Sieur Es
tebe, holding his procuration, dated the 27th of April 17 40, De 
Beauvais the younger, appearing by the Sieur Chaussegros De Lery, 
Chief Engineer, De Contrecreur, the younger, Ensign, and La .. 
perriere, Captain of the said Troops, appearing by the said Sieur 
Pean, Major of Quebec, holding their Procuration, passed before 
Mr. La Tour, Royal Notary, on the 24th of .March last, De Sabre• 
vois, Lieutenant of the Troops, and De Sabrevois De Bleury, 
appearing by the Sieur Parent of this City, Merchant, holding 
their Procuration under their hands, bearing date the 5th of tbis 
month, the Chevalier d'Argenteuil, appearing by Dubreuil, Usher 
to the Coundl, holding his Procuration also under his hand, dated 
the el~venth of the said month, Lafantaine, Councillor of the said 
Superior Council, appearing by the Sieur Levrard, holding his Procu
ration also under his hand, of the fourth of the said month, Rocbert, 
Keeper of the King·s Stores at Montreal, appearing by the said Sieur 
Foucault, holding his Procuration received before Mr. Danre, Nota ... 
ry at Montreal, of the twenty-seventh of March last, all the per
sons aboveroentioned being Grantees of Lands along the River Cham .. 
plain, Lake Champlain and other places, Defendants, and .summoned 
on the sixth and eleventh day of March last, and on the moth day of 
this month, and the Sieurs Douville, De Noyan and De Lagauche
tiere, also Defendants and in Default, not having appeared them-
5elves nor ""Y person for tbem to the Summonses which were served 
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upon them on the eleventh or the said month of March, also on the other part. The said " Request" of the King's Attorney General being read, whereby for the reasons therein stated, he prayeth that we do permit him, to cause the persons abovementioned to be summoned to be and appear before us at the Castle of St. Louis at Quebec, within the delay of the Ordinance, in order that it be adjudged and ordained, that for Default of their having according to the Forms of the Arrets of the King's Council of State of the 6th of July 1711, and 15th of March 1732, and within the time therein specified,brought 1nto cultivation the said Lands in the Seiguiories whicll have been granted to them, and placed and settled Inhabitants thereon, they be and remain reunited to his Majesty's Domain in this Country. The answers of the said Defendants present, by which the Sieur Daine bath stated that he ceded his Seigniory to the Sieur Gosselin, Curate of the River Chambly, about two years since, that the said Sieur Daine had then made several Grants, aud among others to the persons named Guarguilleau and Boileau, that he knows that one of them is actually settled, that he is also informed that the said Sieur Gosselin on his part had placed another Inhabitant there, who is actually settled on the spot-that it is his intention to settle the same and to repair thither next Spring, in order to form a Domain there; The Sieur Lusignan, that at the time of the ratification of his Con· ces.sion, he was detached in o der to take the Command at the River St. Joseph, from which place he returned only two years !lince, that since his arrival he had made every endeavour to find inhabitants to settle the same even at his own expense, that he lmd not hitherto been able to find any, and that he is at present actually occupied in that endeavour, wherefore he prays for a sufficient delay. The Sieur de Laronde Denis, that being occupied at the ro"t of Chagouamigoo, in exploring for Copper Mines, he bath not hitherto h"en able to attend to the settlement of his Seigniory, but that he will next year send his olrlest son, who is at Chagouamigon aforesaid, from thence, in order to have a Saw Mm made there, and a Domain €stablished, until he shall be able to have a Grist Mill made, and Inhabitants settle there; the Sieur de Beaujeu, that he bath hitherto done every thing in his power to procure Inhabitants to SPttla on his Seigniory, and that no one bath come forward; that his duty having called him to Quebec, he bath been obliged to sell all he possessed at Montreal, even his Harness; that he int nds to go to France to put his Affairs in order, and that at his return he hopes he sha 1 be able to s ,~ttle his saitl Seigniory ; The Sieur Pean, that he bath not hitherto been able to find aQy Inhabitant to place on his Seigniory, that if he found any, !le is ready to supply them with Axes, Hoes for clea 'ing, and a year's Provision, that he will continue to seek for, and will do his utmost to procure Settlers, and that he intends to establish a Domain there; and the Sieur Foucault,that he has made it a point of duty to settle the I .. and grant d to him, that he hath caused the same to be Jtounded and surveyed, as he proves by one hundred and four Proccr, 
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Yerb«ux of Survey numbered, by two Deecls of Grant made by 
him to Jean and Louis Vigean, passed on the 14th of August 1739, 
before Barolet, Notary at Quebec, and the general Proces Verbal of 
Survey of the said Se~gniory, which he hath caused to be made by 
Jean Vrin, Surveyor, the said Proces Yerbaux produced to us;
The paper dated 15th March last, signed by the Sieur Ran~onnet, 
whereby, among other things, he states that he hath not ever held 
any Procuration from Mr. Dosquet in this Country, and consequent
ly that the Ordinance rendered without any other Summons, is ren
dered Ex parte. Tha.t possibly Mr. Dosquet will, at a ptoper time, 
allege in his defence, that the negligence imputed to him is entitled 
to some iudulgence-that in the same year in which the said Arr~t 
of the King's Council of State bears date, the Affairs of his Diocess 
called him to France, that he bath imported from France certain Mill 
works [ nwulanges J which were at length spoiled without having been 
U3ed ; that new business, or rather such as necessarily arose out of 
the former affairs, induced Mr. Dosquet to perform a second voy
age, that he bath ceased to be Bishop of Quebec only since his Sue .. 
cessor took possession, the said Sieur Ran<fonnet (without warrant• 
ing facts of which he is not sufflciently informed) declaring that Mr. 
Dosquet hath probably given part of his Seigniory to the Seminary 
of Montreal, that he now learns that Mr. Gosselin, Missionary at the 
River Chambly, bath lately declared to the Attorney General, that 
he bath at present several Inhabitants actually settled upon his land. 
Further answer of the Sieur Estebe appearing as aforesaid, stating 
that the said Sieur St. Vincent, is actually detached to command at 
the Post des Ouyatanons, that he has already made some Grants 
upon his Seigniory, for instance to an Inhabitant from the C6te de 
Beaupre ; that the said Sieur St. Vincent, before his departure told 
him, he intended to establish a Domain there forthwith, the said 
Sieur Estebe, in the behalf aforesaid, further praying that in conside
ration of the absence of the said Sieur St. Vincent in the King's ser
vice, there be granted unto him sufficient delay : Further answer of 
the Sieur De Lery on beha1f of the Siear De Beauvais, stating that 
the said Sieur De Beauvais bath placed an Inhabitant upon his Sei
gniory, who bath made an extensive clearing on the said Concession, 
on which he, his wife and children reside, and further that on the · 
behalf aforesaid, he pray~th delay in order to make more extensive 
settlements : A paper without date, intituled, " Summary Remon
strance" produced by the said Sieurs De Contrecreur, the elder and 
the younger, and La Perriere, through the said Sieur Pean on their 
behalf, setting forth amon~ other things, that they have taken every 
step in order to settle their Grant, that they have not been able to 
nod persons willing to accept Lands, although offered to them on 
very advantageous conditions, and although they have been willing 
to give them as much as Three Hundred Livres to en~age them; that 
the said Sieur Contrecreur the elder bath performed Fealty and Ho
mage for his said Seigniory, and th~t ¥, as also the said Sieurs La 



Perriere and Contrecccur the youngP.r, have been exposed to various 
expenses; that they are moreover about to do their utmost in order 
to procure Inhabitants to settle the said Seigniories, and are in hopes 
of succeeding, praying that we do grant them delay, on their propos
in~ to conform w.ithin the same to His Majesty's intentions. Another 
J:>aper writing in answer, dated the 5th of April last, from the Sieurs 
De Sabrevois and De lllcury, by the said Sieur Parent on their behalf, 
stating among other reasons, that they have already conceded three 
Lands in their Seigniories, to Inhabitants who have bf:gun clearings 
thereon; That in order to engage those Inhabitants, they have like
wise begun a Dpmain, and caused the wood necessary for building 
to be squared; that they undertake to send thi-: summer, and build 
the houses and barns necessary for the settlement, and to cause the 
cultivation of tl1eir S<lid concessions to be followed up; another pa
per writing dated the eleventh of April last, laid before us by the 
said Dubreuil, J]sher, appearing for the Sicur d'Argenteuil, intituled, 
''Summary Representations," wherein the said Sieur d'Argenteuil 
states; first, that he hath requested the Sieur De la Valtrietocause to 
be drawn the line of the continuation of the Seigniory De la Valtrie, 
by which continuation the Land to him granted is bounded without. 
]Ja\·ing been able hitherto to compel the said Sicur De la Valtrie so 
to <lo, although called on · by Summons on the 15th of March also 
last past, to the said Paper writing annexed, that such refusal on the 
part of the s;J.id Sieur De la Valtrie bath been the cause of his having 
been unable to have any work done, or to make any concession~ 
in his said Seigniory, but that he is about to institute a Suit at Law 
against the said Sieur De la Valtrie, in order that a Surveyor may be 
appointed at their joint Expense to draw the said Line; Secondly, 
That he is ready to conform to His Majesty's intentions, that he un
dertakes to send in the course of next summer to have a Domain 
laid out on his said Seigniory, and that he will at the !!ame time con
cede several Lands for which the Inhabitants ~re applying to him, 
and for all these reasons he prays delay in order to conform to rule ; 
another Paper writing from the Sieur Lafpntaine without date, and 
signed by him, by the Sieur Levrard on his behalf, whereby be offers 
with our assent to go this spring upon his Grant, with three men, to 
build there and commence clearing~, and to give to such persons as 
he may be able to procure and as may be willing to settle them, 
wheat and even money without requiring any return, in order to ob
tain that of them by the in&uence of the gift, which he cannot obtain 
by compulsion; a Paper writing from the said Sieur Rocbert, by the 
Sieur Foucault on his behalf, also without date, wherein l1e states; 
that as soon as his concession was granted to him, he sent Mr. Jan
l'rin Dufn3ne, a sworn Surveyor, with si:x; men to survey, and mea
~ure and lay down the boundaries of the said Grant, who were forty 
clay~ on their JQurney, at an expense of seven hundred livres and ten 
~ols, according to the Certificate of the said Dufrene, which he pro
p~ces, and th~t he bath not neglected any thing in order to induee 
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some young persons to go aud settle there, by procuring to them great 
advantages and accommodatien, and therefore praying that'we do ac
cord him delay, to enable him to comply with his Majest)"s inten
tions. Having also read his Majesty's Ordinances, bearing date 
the sixth day of July 1711, and the 15th day of March 1732, and 
his orders to us directed last year, whereby His Majesty doth most 
strictly enjoin us, to cause proceedings to be taken for reuniting to 
His Domain the Lands granted of old and recently, for default by the 
Proprietors thereof to fulfil the conditions expressed in their Deeds. 
We, proceeding to adjudge upon the prayer of the King's Attorney
General, have reunited and do hereby reunite unto His Majesty's 
Domain, the Lands hereinafter~mentioned; That is to say, that grant
ed to the Sieur Daine on the 5th of April 1733, of one league and a 
half in front in Missisquouy Bay on Lake Champlain, by three leagues 
jn depth---That in like manner granted on the 6th of April 1733, to 
the Sieur de Lusignan, in the Bay of Missisquouy, on Lake Cbam
plain aforesaid, of two leagues in front by three in depth. That 
granted on the 8th of April of the said year 1733, to the Sieur J.Ja
ronde Den is, of two leagues in front by three leagues in depth, along 
the River Chamhly, and ihe small Island above the Jslq aux Tetes. 
That granted to the Sieur de Bea~u on the 9th of April of the said 
year 1733, of two leagues in front by three in depth, on the River 
Chambly. That in like manner granted on the lOth of April of the 
said year 1733, to the Sieur Pean, of two leagues or two leagues and 
a half in front, by three in depth, along the said River Chambly and 
Lake Champlain, including the River Chazy and l' Isle a Lamotte. 
Thatgranted on the 15th of October 1731, to Mr. Dosquet, of four 
leagues in front on each side of the River Yamaska, including that 
River, by four leagues in depth also along each side of the said River. 
'!'bat granted to the Sieur St. Vincent, on the 12th of April 1733, of 
two leagues in front by three leagues in depth, on Lake Champlain. 
Another of the Sieur de Beauvais, on the 20th of July 1734, of two 
leagues in front by three leagues in depth, on Lake Champlain afore
said, also the Peninsula included in froot of the said Land.
Another conceded on the first of July 1734, to the Sieur de Con
trecceur the elder, of an Island situate in Lake Champlain, common
ly called La Grande Isle, with the Isles, Islets and Shores thereon 
depending. Another conceded on the 7th of July of the said year 
1734, to the Sieur de Contrecceur the younger, along Lake Cham
plain, beginning at the month of the River aux Loutres, one league 
aud a half above and one league and a lmlf below, being two leagues 
in front by three leagues in depth, also the extent of the said River 
aux Loutres included therein, with three Isles or Islets in front of 
the said Grant, and depending thereon. Another granted on the 
6th of July of the said year 1734, to the Sieur de la Perriere, on the 
margin of Lake Champlain, being at the mouth of the River Ouy
mouski, one league above and one league below, being two leagt~es 
~n front by three leagues ~n depth, with the extent of the said River 
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included therein, also the adjacent Isles and Shores. Another grant. ed on the 4th of April 17 33, to the Sieur de Sabrevois, of two leagues in front by three leagues in depth, along the River Chambly. Another granted to the SieurSabrevois de Bleury, on the 1st of April of the said year 1733, of three leagues in front along the River Chambly, by three leagues in d£>pth. Another granted to the Sieur d' Argenteuil, on the 6th of October 1736, of one league and a half in front by four leagues in depth, at the termination of the depths of the Seigniory of La Noraye. That granted to the Sieur J..afontaine, on the 5th of April 1733, of one league and one fourth in front on the River Chambly, by the depth existing between that and Missisquouy Bay. That gmnted on the 13th of June 1737, to the Sieur Rocbert, of three leagues in front by two leagues in depth, on the west side of Lake Champlain, beginning half a league below the Ri'fer Bosquet proceeding downwards, and two leagues and a half above the said River proceeding upwards. And that granted to the Sieur Foucault, on the 3d of April 1733, of two leagues in front by the depth existing between that and Missisquouy Bay. We have accordingly declared all the Grantees herein before-named divested of all Right and Property in the said Lands. We do, nevertheless, having regard to the Representations made by some of the said Defendants, reserve the power (subject to his Majesty's pleasure) of giving new Letters of Grant {)f the same J.Jands to such of the said Defendants, as shall within one year prove, that they have in earnest and with actual expense and labour, brought into cultivation a considerable portion of the said Lanus, or placed Inhabitants thereon, in the course of the year aforesaid, after which time, by virtue and in execution of these Presents, and witlwut any need of others, the said Lnnds shall be granted to whom and in such manner as shall be meet. \Ve give default against the Sieurs Deuville, De N oyan et De la Gauchetiere, and that the same may avail, we have declared the Judgement common to the Lands to them in like manner granted ; that is to say, as to the said Sieur Douville, that granted to him on the 8th of Octo .. ber 1736, of two leagues in front by three leagues in depth, on the east side of Lake Champlain. Also that granted on the 2d of April 17 33, to the said Sieur de N oyan of two leagues in front along the River Chambly, by two leagues in depth, beginning at the little Ri .. "Ver clu Sud, including the same, proceeding upwards towards Lake Champlain, with the Isle (~ux 1'etes, and other adjacent Isles and Islets. Finally that granted to the Sieur La Gauchetiere, on the 11th of April of the 5aid year 1733, of two leagues in front by three leagues in depth, on Lake Champ lain aforesaid. We enjoin, &c. Given at the Castle of Saint Louis of Quebec, this lOth day of May 1741. 

(Signed) BEAUHARNOIS & HOCQUART. Countersigned and Sealed. 
A true Copy 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 
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FOURTH REPORT. 

W HEN, at the close of the long and sanguinary C{)ntest which had for more than twenty years agitated and desolated Europe, a new order of things arose in 1815, the United Kingdom in common with the other nations of Europe suffered greatly from tile sudden transition from a war unexampled in the histories of mankind, to a state of Peace, her government naturally looked to the North American Colonies, as a refuge for her distressed subjects thrown out of employ. The landholders of England expected that by means of the emigration of the poor to the Colonies, the encreased pressure of the poor laws would be diminished. The poor themselves had a right to expect, from the vast and interminable waste lands of the Crown in these Colonies, a refuge and an honest independence ; all classes might indulge a bope, that this would be one of the most powerful mea,ns to allay discontents and to restore tranquillity. How far these hopes have been realized in our Sister Colonies, it belongs not to your Committee to enquire, their attention was necessarily confined to this Province. Your Committee tind that there arrived at the Port of Quebec, in the year 1817, 6796 settlers; in the year 1818, 8221 ; in the year 1819, 12907, and in the year 1820, 11239, making altogether 39163 ; that a great majority ef these, intimidated by the length and rigour of the winter of this Country, and unacquainted with the Jaws, institutions and language thereof, have ascended the Saint Lawrence, and are no\V dispersed over the lands of Upper-Canada and the United States, where they have found a more genial climate, their own language, and laws and institutions analagous t() those to which they had been accustgmed. 
Although the proportion are unknown to your Committee, your Committee have however ascertained that a very large number have gone into the United States, a Tery small number of the total number of emigrants have remained in this Province, and this less from inclination than from accident, sickness or want of pecuniary means to proceed further up into the interior. The only lands within the disposition of the Crown, upon which these indhiduals oould have been located, were :-
First.-On the ungranted lands of the Crown, within the Townships €)0 the Southern and Northern shore ofthe Saint Lawrence. Secondly.-On the ungranted lands of the Crown situate in the rear of those Townships, or in the rear of the old Seigniories of the Country. 
Thirdly.-On the ungranted lands of the estates heretofore belonging to the late order of the Jesuits, and now administered by & Conuui5sion-
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As to the first, the large quantities ofland held by private indivi• 
duals who have never settled or cultinted the Same, and the want of 
roads of Communication rendered them inaccessible to these poor 
Emigrants, and if this obstacle had not subsisted, the quantity ten• 
dered by the Colonial Administration being but one hundred acres, 
afforded oo sufficient encouragement to induce the Emigrants to en .. 
collnter the privations and hardships incident to anew settlement in a 
wilderness. 

The Crown and Clergy reserves, interspersed as they are amongst 
the other lots, offered another insuperable barrier. 

To all these was superadded an exaction unwarranted, as your 
Committee believes, by law, of fifteen shillings and six pence on the 
name of each Petitioner inserted in any Petition before the same could 
be laid before the Executive Council, an exaction required as well 
from the Emigrants as from His 1.\'Iajesty's Canadian subjects, to 
whom His Majesty was graciously pleased to order that grants of land 
should be made for their Services during the late American War. 

Under aU these obstructions, your Committee have reason to be• 
lieve that of the above mentioned 39163 Emigrants who arrived at 
the Port of Quebec, during the years 1817, 1818, .).819 and 1820, 
not more than one hundred families have found a re.fuge and subsis .. 
tence upon the waste and ungranted lands of the Crown. (See 
Appendix to the second Report). 

It appears to your Committee, that the ungranted lands heretofore 
belonging to the late order of Jesuits, and now administf~red by a 
Commission, from their proximity to actual settlements, and from va
rious other caus~s, constituted the most advantageous situation for 
locating such of the Emigrants as could not proceed to the Upper 
Province. 

Those lands are under the administration of a Board of Commis
sioners, and their advantages in this respect were fully felt by a Com
mittee of Gentlemen associated at Quebec for the purpose of affording 
·relief t.o the distressed Emigrants.-And in the last autumn, an appli
cation was made to that Honourable Board, by the said Committee, to 
forward these views : that application was not successful to the extent 
that might have been wished. Information respecting it will be found 
in the Appendix to this Report under the letter (A.) but the causes 
which led to the failure of this application, your Committee do not 
deem it their province to explore. 

As connected with the subject which has been referred to your 
Committee, they think it proper to observe that in the course of their 
enq-uiries, they have found that Emigrants, arriving in the ports of 
this Province, on their way to their intended places of Settlement, 
.are subjected to various oppressions on the part of Masters of V es
sels, from the want of sufficient authority in the Courts of Law for 
their protection, and to give due effect to the Statute to regulate the 
Vessels carrying Passengers from the United Kingdom to certain of 
His Majesty's Colonies in North America. Your Committee there .. 
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fore deem it necessary that a Bill should be introduced vestincr jmis
dictiou in His Majesty's Court of King's Bench, in the sever~l Dis
tricts of this Province, for the recovery of the penal ties in the said 
Statute contained, and further, that to relieve the Emigrants from the 
inconveniences to which they are not unfrequently subjected, by 
being conveyed to Ports and places different to and at a distance from 
the Ports and places to which the Masters had ~ngaged to convey 
them, a heavy penalty should be imposed upon this offence, and fur
ther, to relieve them from the occasional exactions from the Masters 
and the detention of their effects by the said Masters, to carry into 
effect the said exactions, which your Committee have reason to be
lieve are not unfrequent, that a summary jurisdiction within limits 
as to amount, should be vested in one or more Magistrates. 

Upon the whole of this branch of the subject, your Committee are 
of opinion that the manner in which the Crown and Clergy reserves 
are inter~persed among the other lands, contributes greatly to retard 
the Settlementofthe Country, and that from the errors and vices of 
the System of granting the waste lancls of the Crown, which has hi
therto obtained within the Colony, not only has the settlement of 
those lands and the advancement and prosperity of the Country been 
retarded, but also that relief to the distressed Emigrants withheld, 
which it must have been the desire of His Majesty's Ministers to 
afford. 

All which, nevertheless, is humbly submitted. 

Quebec, 6th March 1821. 

( A. ) 

ANDREW STUART, 
Chairman. 

ANDREW \Vn.LIAM CocHRAN, Esquire, appeared before your Com
mittee and answered as follows to the questions which were put 
to him: 

Q. Is there established in Quebec a Society for relieving distress
ed Emigrants. When was the said Society established and of what 
Members i 't now composed? 

A. A Society was established in Quebec in the month of July 
181 g for the relief of distressed Emigrants-And it is yet in exis
tenc; and operation. It was sanctioned by the support of the :er
sons at different times at the hea.d of the Government, and consisted 
of the principal inhabitants of Quebec, of whom, such as gave an 
annual Subscription to a certain amount became Members of the So-

F 
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ciety, a li!itof these was published in the Q~ebec Gazette of the 21st October last and can be referred to. 
Q. 'Vho is the Secretary of the said Society ? 
A. Lieut. Smith of the Royal Engineers has undertaken the duty of Secretary. 
Q Has the said Society received any Contributions and to what amount? 
A. The subscriptions raised by the Society in 1819 and 1820 amounted to about £570, and since Nov. 1820, I believe about £300 has been collected. 
Q. "Vhat number of Emigrants have been supported or assisted by the said Society, and whence did the Committee derive their means? A . It is from these funds, and by the assistance afforded by different Military Departments of Government, that the Committee of the Society have been enabled to grant relief or support to Emigrants, but I cannot state the number of these with any accuracy.-! am sa_ tisfied, however, that of the 20,000 Emigrants who have arrived here during the last two Summers, a very considerable proportion has received information, assistance or support from the Society; and I know that in the winter of 1819 and 1820, more than 500 cases of sickness were treated among those on the Society's lists, and that during a few days attendance last Autumn, when the operations of the Society were renewed, I saw some hundreds applying forrelief or assistance. Q. Of what description of persons did they consist? 
A. The greater partofthese Emigrants have been men with large families and small means, or in absolute indigence. 
Q. Did any number of them express a de::oire to obtain Lands in • this Province, or in the Upper Province? 
A. Almost all have expressed a desire to obtain Lands from GoTernment in this or the Upper Province, but principally in the latter. Q. Did any of the said Emigrants express a wish to obtain ungranted Lands of the Seigniories heretofore belonging to the late Order of Jesuits, and now in the custody and possession of His Majesty, or have any applied for, or obtained any? 
A. I should imagine not more than 10 or 12 families have at different times, since ~the establi~thment of the Society, obtained, or had the promise of obtaining, Lands in the Seigniories of the Jesuits' Estates, and many others have been desirous of the same advantage, and applications have been accordingly made either for or by them to the Commiss10ners of those Estates. 
Q. By whom are the said Estates administered ? 
A. These Estates are administered by a Board of Commissioners, which, in November last, when I was requested by the Emigrant So..;iety to communicate with them, consisted of the Honble. Mr. Ryland, Chairman ; the Honble. Col. Ready, Mr. Coltman, Mr. Smith, and J. Stewart and L. Foy, Esqrs. Mr. G. Ryland is Secretai'Y to the Board. And Mr. Foy is or lately was Procurator and was also styled visiting Inspector and discharged the duties of an Agent. 
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I cannot state with certainty who is the Treasurer of the Board. 
Q. Were there any and whu.t applications made by the said Com

mittee of the Society for the relief of Emigrants to the said Commis
sioners, for Lands to be settled upon by the said Emigrants ? 

A. An application was made by a Committee of the Emigrant So..c 
ciety to the Commissioners for lands to be settled upon by Emigrants. 
A plan was submitted to the Society on the part of certain Gentle
men of Quebec for the employment of a number of Emigrant fami· 
lies during the winter on certain vacant Lots of the Seigniory of St. 
Gabriel, belonging to the Jesuits' Estates, on which, if ~ grant 
thereof could be ensured to them, they proposed to expend a sum of 
money equal to £30 for each lot, ·which sum was to go to the cloth. 
ing, lodging and support of the Emigrants employed in labour on 
such Lots, and would give to each a s~all sum of money at the end 
of their winter. 

Q. Was any and what application mad~ in consequence to the said 
Commissioners, and what was the result of the said application ? 

A. A communication having been made to the Commissioners of 
those Estates, they agreed to put a r.ertain number of the Lots ap
plied for, at the disposal of the Society. A number of Emigrants 
were accordingly sent out to the land in question by the Society, to 
be emplpyed and supported in the manner proposed, and I have rea
son to believe that thPy are now labouring there. This plan being 
found useful and practicable, and many other industrious families of 
Emigrants offering to go out on the same terms, it was proposed to 
the Committee of the Emigrant Society to whom the management of 
this matter was left, to apply to the Commissioners for an extension 
of the plan. This was accordingly dooe. It was stated to them that 
if certain vacant Lots on the same Seigniory which were designated 
to them could be placed at the disposal of the Emigrant Society in the 
mode already adopte4 and in actual operation, it would be in their 
power to enter into engagements witp individuals to the extent of 
four or five hundred ppund$ to be e~peuded in the employment of 
Emigrant3 in th~ cle<+ring of those Lots during winter. And that for 
this purpo~e :pr. :aianchet owning the Lands adjacent, had consented 
(in order. to enlarge the Lots in question to a sufficient e:dent of cul
tivable Laud) to surrender a part of his Land, on condition of re
ceiving from the Society, if the vacant Lots in que$tion were placed 
at their disposal, so much thereof as would be a compensation to him 
for the ~xpeuses already incurred on the Land so surrendered by him. 
To this apRlication the Committee have not as yet received any an· 
swer, some of the Commissioners being of opinion, as l. have been 
verbally informed by individuals of the .Board, that they could not 
enter into a correspondence with the Committee, or that the Lots ap .. 
plied for were not vacant, or that the proposal was objectionable as 
including the stipulation between the Society and Dr. B~anchet, who 
had failed in performing the conditions of the concesswns already 
made to him. 



FIFTH REPORT. 

Y OUR Committee, after examining the Reports and Proceedings of the Committee named by this House in the last Session of this Parliament, on that part of the Speech of His Excellency the Governor in Chief which relates to the Settlement of the Waste Lands of the Crown, and which constitutes the subject of the present reference, proceeded carefully to examine the documents re· ceived since the close of the last Session, and which, therefore, had not come under the consideration of that Committee. 
These consist in the answers of a large number of the Curates of the different Parishes of this Province, to the Queries transmitted to them in the last Session of this Parliament. 
The anticipations of valuable information from this respectable source, have been fully realized ;-so much thereof as is susceptible of being exhibited in the form of a Table, will be found in the Synoptical Table hereunto subjoined. 
For other and valuable il1formation upon the causes which have hitherto retarded the settlement of this Country, your Committee must refer to the ansn·ers themselves which are upon the fyles of this House. 
Your Committee had occasion to believe that the intentions of His :Excellency the Governor in Chief, the Earl of Dalhousie, to cause to be laid before this House, copies of such parts of the Royal Instructions for the granting of Crown Lands in this Province, as may have been given since the year one thousand seven hundred and eightysix, also a table of the Fees of the Office of the Clerk of the Executive Council and other Officers relating to the said Grants, as expressed in His Excellency's answer to the Message of this House of the 13th February 1821, have not been fully carried into effect. 

Without adequate information upon these subjects, your Committee could not feel any confidence in the accuracy of the conclusions which they might be led to form, and they, therefore, suspended their labours until this information could be procured. 
Accordingly, on the thirteenth of the present month of February, this House was pleased to order, " That an humble Address be pre" sented to Ilis Excellency the Governor in Chief, representing that " on the thirteenth day of February one thousand eight hundred and " twenty· one, an humble Address was voted by this House to His " Excellency, praying His Excellency would be pleased to order to " be laid before ihis House, Copies of such Royal Instructions res" pecting the granting of the Crown Lands in this Province, as may " have been given since the year one thousand seven hundred aud " eighty-six, also a 'fable of the Fees of the Office of the Clerk of " the Executive Council and other public Officers relating to the 
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" said Grants; to which His Excellency was pleased to give for an .. 
" swer, " That he should cause to be laid before the House Copies 
" of such parts of the Royal Instructions for the granting of Crown 
" Lands, as His Majesty has caused to fue made public, and Copy 
" of the Table of Fees to the Officers named in the Address ;" that 
" this House have reason to believe that the intentions of His Ex
'' cellency the Governor in Chief to afford information to the House 
" relative to the Public Instructions of His Majesty respecting the 
" granting of Crown Lands in this Province, and relative to the said 
" Table of Fees have not been fully carried into effect, and praying 
" His Excellency will be pleased to order such of the above Docu
'' ments as have not already been laid before this House to be laid 
" before the same, and that His Excdlency will be further pleased 
" to order a Copy of the Report of the permanent Committee of the 
" whole Council to His Excellency Sir Hobert Shore Milnes, then 
" Lieutenant Governor of this Province, bearing date the twenty
" sixth day of May one thousand eight hundred and one, to be laid 
" before this House." 

To which His Excellency was pleased to give for answer : 
" That he will give orders that such papers as have not been laid 

" before the House conformably to his lormer commands, be laid 
" before it." 

That the advanced state of the Session leaves no hopes to your · 
·committee that it will be in their power further to investigate the 
subject referred to them, aud they have, therefore, lost no time in 
laying before the House the present Report. 

The whole nevertheless humbly submitted. 

Quebec, 18th Febru:uy 1822. 

ANDR~W STUART, 
Chairmau. 
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SIXTH REPORT. 

H IS Excellency the Governor in Chief having, early in the pre
sent Session, laid before the House papers and documents 

prayed for in the last Session of this Parliament, your Committee 
commenced their enquiries. 

Their first object was to ascertain wbat had been His Majesty's 
Instructions upon this important matter of administration from the 
first cession of the Country down to the present time. 

The Royal Instructions, with other papers relative to the then Pro
vince of Queber, were in the y ear 1791 printed in obedience to an 
order of the House of Commons, bearing date the '21st day of April 
of that year. 

From this authentic document all the Instructions relating to the 
waste Lands of the Crown down to that period have been extracted. 
The subsequf>.nt Instructions upon this matter appear to have been. 
the same as those to His Excellency the Earl of Dalhousie, tra.As
mitted by him to this House. 

These, with the Royal Instructions of the fifteenth August 1797~ 
which have already been reported to the House, form the whole bo
dy of the Royal Instructions relative to Lands, and will be foun.d 
in the Appendix to this Report under the Letter (A.) . 

The general heads under which these Instructions may be distri
buted, are-

FIRST-Instructions to robtain a knowledge of the true state <>f 
the Province, of the measures necessary for the making of Settle
ments, the nature and quality ()f the soil and climate, the Rh·ers, 
Bays, and Harbours, and every other circumstance attending the 
natural state of it. (Instructions for J ames Murray, Esquire, Gove~
nor of the Provin-ce of Quebec, dated the seventh December 1763, 
Art. 44 and Art. 72. 

SECONDr ... Y--Instructions to prevent the granting of excessive 
quantities of Land to particular persons, never intending to culti
vate or settle it, and thereby preventing others more ind~trious 
from improving the same. 

THIRDLY-Instructions to :reader public the Royal Instructions 
given from time to time, respectmg the waste Lands of the Crown, 
and reporting the proceedings had thereupon, from time to time as 
the same occurred, to His Majesty's Governnwnt in England. 

FouRTHLY-Instructions, directing that no Fees should bf taken 
within the Colony upon the granting of Lands, except such as should, 
from time to time, be established by His Majesty, under his Signa-



ture and Sign Manual, or by his order in that behalf, signified by one 
of his principal Secretaries of State. (Instructions of the fifteenth 
August 1797.) 

V pon the first head-
Little has been done since the cession of the Country, and there 

is reason to believe that that portion of Lower-Canada which lies 

upon the north side of the Saint Lawrence, either in the rear 

of or below the actual Settlements, is now less known than it was 
a century back. 

Before adopting any plan of settlement, it would be necessary in 
the opinion of your Committee, that accurate information should be 

obtained upon the various matters mentioned in the seventy-second 

Article of His Majesty's Royal Instructions of the year 1763. 
V pon the second head-
His Majesty's Instructions have been entirely frustrated, and 

large quantities of Lands have been accumulated in the hands of in
dividuals who never cultivated or settled them. 

Here your Committee have been relieved from a large branch of 

the Enquiry, by the Report of the permanent Committee of the whole 

Council to Hi~ Excellency Sir Robert Shore Milnes, Baronet, Lieu
tenant Governor of this Province, bearing date the twenty-sixth .May 

1801, which is subjoined to this Report under the Letter (B.) 
By the Honourable Chairman's exertions whose name is subjoined 

to that Report, and of Members of the Council who acted either 

with him or under his guidance or control, the sacrifice of the whole 
of the waste Lands of the Crown was prevented, and the evils which 

the pro~eedings of his predecessor in Office were calculated to inflict, 

appear to have been mitigated to as large an extent as was consistent 

with the maintenance of the public faith. 
After the return to England of that Honourable Chairman of the 

Executive Council, and Chief Justice of the Province, large Grants 
of Land appear to have been made to divers individuals. How far 
these were so made in fulfilment of promises given whilst the late 
Honourable 1\'Ir. Smith presided over the Council, your Committee 

bave not the means of ascertaining. The Table subjoined to this 

Report, extracted from the Topography of Canada, by Lieutenant .. 
Colonel Bouchette, furnishes the names of the Grantees of 'Vaste 

Lands of the Crown, granted in the years 1796 to 1814, inclusive, and 
of the quantities granted to them respectively, (C.) 

Upon the third head-
Obvious considerations of expediency would have rendered it ne

cessary that the directions accompanying His Majesty's Instructions 
of the fifteenth day of August, 1797, should not have been rendered 
public before they were carried into effect. This case, however, from 
the very peculiar circumstances of the Country, as disclosed in the 
above·mentioned Report of the permanent Committee of the whole 

Council, bearing date the twenty-~ixth May 1801, was to have been 
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considered in the light of a justifiable exception to the general rule. 
But your Committee are of opinion, that the observance of the ge

neral rule laid down by His Majesty's Instructions, that the said In .. 
structions should be entered of Record for the information and satis
faction of all parties concerned therein, affords the best security for 
the fulfilment of His Majesty's said Instructions, and that the want 
of publicity has facilitated the introduction of abuses into this de
partment of the Government, whiCh have greatly retarded the set
tlement of this Country. 

Upon the fom1th head-
y our Committee are of opinion that the gracious Instructions of 

His Majesty of the fifteenth August 1797, have not been complied 
with by the servants of His Majesty within the Colony, and that 
Fees have been exacted and received, contrary to the provisions of the 
said Instructions, and that this circumstance has also retarded the 
settlement of the 'Vaste Lands of the Crown. 

Your Committee are also of opinion that the manner in whiclt the 
Crown and Clergy Reserves are located has operated as a great bar 
to settlement. 

Your Committee next proceeded to obtain all the information which 
was within their reach relative to the new settlements, which have 
latterly been attempted in this Country, and to the amount of the 
surplus produce of the staple commodity of Wheat therein. The exa
mination of a number of Witnesses upon these and other matters con
nected with the subject of this reference will be found in the Appen
dix, under the letter (D.) 

Upon that part of the reference which relates to Militia Lands, 
your Committee have examined several 'Vitnesses, but have not ob
tained all the information which it would have been desirable to them 
to have had. 

As, at this late period of the Session, they cannot expect to obtain 
any further information upon this head, they have humbly to report, 
that in consequence of various charges to which Militia. men .kave 
been subjected in the prosecution of their claims, and journies and 
attendance at Offices at a distance from their homes, and in conse
quence also of the lands destined for them being located at a distance 
from the usual places of their residence, and the places of residence 
of their friends and relatives, a very small part of the whole number 
of Militia men have received their Lands, and that an extension of 
time within which the application for Lands might be made, would 
be highly desirable. 

Your Committee, upon the whole, are of opinion, that the diso
bedience to His Majesty's Instructions, and the absence of any effec
tual system of checks or of responsibility within the Colony, upon the 
exercise of the power of granting Lands, have, hitherto, greatly re
tarded the settlement of the Waste Lands in this country. 

Your Committee here close their labours; and, notwithstanding 
the extent and inveteracy of the abuses which they have been con:

G 
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strained to point out, they feel a confidence in the wisdom and jus• 
tice of His Majesty's Government, which convinces them that His 
Majesty, once satisfied of the existence of these abuses , equally in .. 
jurious to His Majesty's Rights ancl to the welfan~ of His Majesty's 
Subjects, will provide an ample and efficacious remedy fot them. 

All which is, however, humbly submitted. 

Quebec, 17th March 1823. 

ANDRE'V STUART, 
Chairman. 

(A) 

COPY of Instructions for JAM"ES J.\lluRRAY, Esquire, Governor or 
the Province of Quebec, dated seventh December 1763. 

GEORGE R. 

(L. S.) Instructions to our trusty and well beloved J AMES MuR
RAY, Esquire, Our Captain General and Governor in Chief in and 
over our Province of Quebec, in America, and of all our Territories 
depending thereupon.-Given at our Court, at St. J ames, the 7th day 
of December 1763, in the fourth year of our Reign. 

Art. 42. And it is our further will and pleasure, that all and 
every the French inhabitants in our said Province, who are now pos
sessed of Lands within the said Province, in virtue of Grants or Con
cessions made before the signing of the preliminary articles of peace 
on the 3rd day of November 1762, do, within such limited time as 
you in your discretion shall think fit, register the several Grants or 
other deeds or titles by which they hold or claim such Lands in the 
Secretary's Office, which said Grants, deeds or other titles sl1all be 
entered at large in the said Office, so that the particular quantity of 
Land, its scite and extent, the conditions upon which it is granted, 
either as to rents, services or cultivation, may appear fully and at 
length. 

43. And in case it shall appear, upon a strict and accurate exa .. 
ruination of the said Grants and title deeds to be taken in such manner 
as you shall think proper, that any of the Grantees or persons claim
ing Lands under such Grants and title deeds are in possession of more 
Land than is contained within such Grant or other concessions, or that 
the terms and conditions upon which the Lands were granted, have 
not been complied with, agreeable to what is stipulated in such Grants 
or concessions, it is our will and pleasure, that you forthwith repre
sent the same to us by our Commissioners for trade ami plantations, 
to the end that you may receive such direction.ll thereupon as the na
ture and circumstances of the case shall appear to require. 
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44. And whereas it is necessary, in order to the advantageous 

and effectual settlemt>nt of our said Province, that the true state of 

it should be fully known, you are then"' fore, as s:Jon as convenient

ly may be, to cause an accurate survey to be marle of thf' said 

Province, by such able and skilful person as is or shall be appointed 

for that service, who is to report to you in writing, for your judge

ment in the measures which you may in general pursue for the mak

ing of Settlements, not oraly the nature and quality of the soil and 

Climate, tht.:' Rivers, Bays, and Harbours, and every other circum

stance attending the natural state of it, but also his opinion in what 

manner it may be most conveniently laid out into Countir s, and to 

annex to his Report a Map of su ::h survey, with the several divisiens 

proposed ma rked upon it; but as the making such survey will be a 

work of great length, you are in the mean time to carry on settle

ments upon that plan which shalt appear to you to be most txpedi

ent from the best information you can collect. 
45. And whereas it has been found by experience that settling 

Planters in Townships hath very much redounded to their advantage, 

not only with respect to the assistance they have been able to afford 

each other in their civil concerns, but likewise with regard to the 

security they have thereby acquired against the insults and incur

sions of neighbouring !ndians, or other enemies, you are therefore 

to lay out Townships of a convenient size and extent in such places 

as you in your discretion shall judge most proper: and it is our 

will and pleJ.sure that each Township do consist of about twenty 

thousand Acres, having, as far as may be, natural boundaries ex

tending up into the Country, and comprehending a necessary part 

of the River St. Lawrence where it can conveniently be had. 

46. You are also to cause a proper place, in the most conveni

ent part of each Township~ t<_? be marked out for buildin~ a Town, 

sufficient to contain such a number of families as you shall judge pro

per to settle there, with Town and pasture lots, convenient to each 

Tenement, taking care that the said Town be laid out upon, or as 

nPar as conveniently may be, to some navigable River on the Sea 

Coast: and you are also to reserve to us proper quantities of Land 

in each Township for the following purposes, viz. for erecting forti

fications and barracks where necessary, or for other military or 

naval services, and more particularly for the growth and production 

of naval timber, if there are any wood Lands fit for that purpose. 

47. And it is our further will and pleasure, that a particular spot, 

in or as near such Town as possible, be set apart for the building a 

Church, and four hundred acres adjac<'nt thereto, allottPd for the 

maintenance of a Minister, and two hundred for a Schoolmaster. 
48. And you are to give strict orders to the Stuveyors, whom 

you shall employ to mark out the said Townships and Towus, to 

make returns to you of their Surveys as soon as possible, with .a 

particular description of each Township and the nature of the s01l 

within the same. 
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49. And you are to oblige all such persons as shall be appointed 

to be Surveyors of the said. Lands in each Township, to take an 
oath for the due p~rformance of their Offices, and for obliging them 
to make exact Surveys of all Lands required to be set out. 

50. And whereas nothing can more effectually tend to the speedy 
settling of our said Colony, the security of the property of our Sub
jects, and the advancement of our Revenue, than the disposing of 
such Lauds as are our property upon reasonable terms, and the 
establishing a regular and proper method, with respect to the pass
ing of Grants of such Land : It is, therefore, our will and pleasure, 
that all and every person and persons who shall apply to you for 
any Grant or Grants of Land, shall, previous to their obtaining the 
same, make it appear before you in Council, that they are in con
dition to cultivate and improve the same, by settling thereon, in 
proportion to the quantity of acres desired, a sufficient number of 
white persons and negroes ; and in case you shall, upon a consider
ation of the circumstances of the person or persons so applying for 
such Grants, think it advisable to pass the same, in such casr, you 
are to cause a Warrant to be drawn up, directed to the Surveyor 
General or other proper Officers, empowering him or them to make 
a faithful and exact Survey of the Lands so petitioned for, and to 
return the said ·warrant within six months at farthest from the date 
thereof, with a plot or description of the I.~ands so surveyed there
unto annexed ; provided that you do take care, that, before any 
such \V arrant is issued as aforesaid, a Docquet thereof be entered 
into the Auditor's and Register's Office; and when the Warrant 
shall be returned by the said SurYeyor or other proper Officer, the 
Grant shall be made out in due form, and the terms and conditions 
required by these our Instructions be particularly and expressly 
mentioned in the respective Grant ; and it is our will and plea
sure that the said Grant shall be registered within six months from 
the date thereof, in the Register's Office there, and a Docquet 
thereof be also entered in our Auditor's Office there, in case such 
establishment shall take place in our said Province, or that, in de
fault thereof, such Grant shall be void, copies of all which entries 
shall be returned regularly by the proper Officer to our. Commission
ers of our Treasury, and to om Commissioners for Trade and Plant
ations, within six months from the date thereof. 

51. And whereas great inconveniences have arisen in many of 
our Colonies in America, fi'Om the granting excessive quantities of 
Land to particular persons, who have never cultivated or settled it, 
and have thereby prevented others, more industrious, from improving 
the same; in order, therefore, to prevent the like inconveniences for 
the future, you are to take especial care, that in all Grants to be 
maue by you, by and with the advice and consent of our Council, 
to persons applying forthe same, the quantity be in proportion to their 
ability to cultivate; and you are hereby directed to observe the fol .. 
!owing directions and regulations in all Grants to be made by you, viz: 
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That one hundred acres of the Land be granted to every person 

being Master or Mistress of a Family, for himself or herself, and 

fifty acres for every white or black man, woman or child, of which 

such person's family shall consist, at the actual time of making the 

Grant; and in case any person applying to you for Grants of Land 

shall be desirous of taking up a larger quantity than the actual num .. 

ber of persons· in his or her family would entitle such persons to take 

up, it is our will and pleasure, and you are hereby allowed and per

mitted to grant unto every such person or persons such further q uan

tity of Land as they may desire, not exceeding one thousand acres 

over and above what they are entitled to by the number of persons 

in their respective families, provided it shall appear to you that they 

are in a condition and intention to cultivate the same, and p1ovided 

also that they do pay to the Receiver of our Quit Rents, or to such 

other officer as shall be appointed to receive the same, the sum of 

Five shillings only, for every fifty Acres so granted, on the day of 

the date ofthe Grant. 
That all Grantees be subject to the payment of two shillings ster

ling, for every hundred Acres, to commence at the expiration of two 

years from the date of such Grant, and to be paid yearly and every 

year, or in default ofsuch payment the Grant to be void. 
That every Grantee upon giving proof that he or she has fulfilled 

the terms and conditions of his or her Grants, shall be entitled to 

another Grant in the proportion and the conditions above J;lentioned. 

That for every fifty Acres of Land accounted plantable, each Pa

tentee shall be obliged within three years after the date of his Patent 

to clear and work three acres at the least, in that part of his tract 

which he shall judge most couvenient and advantageous, or else to 

clear and drain three Acres of swdmpy or sunken ground, or drain 

three Acres of marsh, if any Sl'lch be within the grounds of his Grant. 

That for every fifty Acres of Land accounted barren, every Paten

tee shall be obliged to put and keep on his Land within three years 

after the date of his Grant, three Neat Cattle, which number he 

shall be obliged to continue on his Land until three acres for every 

fifty be fully cleared and improved. 
That if any person shall take up a Tract of Land wherein there 

shall be no part fit for present cultivation, without manuring and 

improving the same, every such Grantee shall be obliged within three 

years from the date of his Grant to erect on some part of his Land 

one good dwelling House, to contain at least twenty feet in length 

and sixteen feet in breadth; and also to put on his Land the like 

number of three neat Cattle for every fifty acres. 
That if any person who shall take up any stony or rocky grounds, 

not fit for planting or pasture, shall within three years after the pass

ing of his Grant begin to employ thereon, and so continue to work 

for three years then next ensuing, in digging any stone quarry or O• 

ther mine, one good and able hand for every hundred acres of such 

tract, it shall be accounted a sumcient cultivation and improvement. 
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That every three acres w hi eh shall be cleared and worked as a
foresaid, and every three acres which shall be cleared and drained 
a<; aforesaid, shall be accounted a sufficient seating, planting, culti
vation and improvemen,t to save for ever from forfeiture fifty acres 

' of Land in any part of the tract contained within the same :Patent, 
and the Patentee shall oe at liberty to withdraw his Stock, or to 
forbear working in any quarry or mine, in proportion to such culti
vation anrl improvement as shall be made upon the plantable lands, 
or upon the swamps, sunken grounds and marshes, which shall be in
duded in the same Patent. 

That when any person who shall hereafter take up and patent a
ny lands, shall have seated, planted, and cultivated, or improved 
the said Laud or any part of it, according to the directions and (~on
ditions above mentioned, such Patentee may make proof of such 
seating, planting, cultivation and improvement in the general Court 
of the County, District or Precinct where such Lands shall lie, and 
have such proof CPrtified to the Register's Office and there entered 
with the record of the said Patent, a copy of which shall be admit-, 
ted on any trial to prove the seating and planting of such Land. 

And lastly in order to ascertain the true quantity of plantable and 
barren Laud contained in each grant hereafter to be made within our 
said Province, you are to take especial care that in all surveys here
after to be made, every Surveyor be required and enjoined to take 
particnlar notice, according to the best of his judgement and under
standing, how much of the Land so surveyed, is plantable and how 
much of it is barren and unfit for cultivation, aud accordingly to in
$ert in the survey and plot by him to be returned into the Register's 
Office the true quantity of each kind of Land. 

52. And it is our further will and pleasure, that in all Grants of 
Land to he ma.de by you as aforesaid, regard be had to the profita
ble and unprofitable acres, so that each Grantee may have a propor
tionabre number of one sort and the other, as likewise that the 
breadth of each tract of Land to be hereafter granted be one third 
of the length of such tract; and that the length of each tract do not 
extend along the banks of any River, but into the main lasd, that 
thereby the said Grantees may have each a convenient share of wb.at 
accommodation the said River may afford for navigation or otherwise. 

53. And whereas it bath been represented to us that many parts 
(If the Province under your Government are particularly adapted to the 
culture of hemp and flax, it is theref{)re our will and pleasure, that in 
all surveys of Land for settlement, the Surveyor be directed to rPport 
whether there is any, or what quantity of Lands contained within 
such survey fit for the production of hemp and flax ; and you are to 
take particular care to insert a clause in every Grant of Land where 
any part thereof if fit for such production, obliging the Grantee an
nual\ y to sow a proportionable part of his Grant with hemp and flax seed. 

54. And whereas it bath been further represented to us that a 
great part of the Country in the neighbourhood of Lake Champlain 
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and between that take and the River ~t. Lawrence abounds with 
woods producing Trees fit for rnasting for our Roval Navy, and other 
useful and necessary timber for naval construction, you are therefore 
t;Xpressly dirl:'cted and required to cause such parts of the said Coun. 
try or any other within your Government that shall appear upon a. 
survey to abound with such trees, and shall lie convenient for water 
carriage, to be reserved to us, and to use your utmost endeavour to 
prevent any waste being committed upon the said tracts, by punish .. 
ing in due course of Law any person who shall cut down or do~troy 
any trees growing thereon; and you are to consider and advise with 
our Council, whether some regulation that shall prevent any Saw 
Mills whatever from being erected within your Government without 
a Licence from you, or the Commander in Chief of the said Province 
for the time being, may not be a means of preventing all waste and 
destruction in such tracts of Land as shall be reserved to us for the 
purposes aforesaid. 

55. And whereas it appears from the representations of our Go
vernor of the District of Three Rivers, that the Iron 'Vorks at St. 
Maurice, in that District, are of great consequence to our service: it 
is therefore our further will and pleasure, that no part of the Lands upon 
which the said Iron W o ks were carried on, or from which the Ore 
used in such Works was procured, or which shall appear to be neces
sary and convenient for that establishment, either in respect to a free 
passage to the River St. Lawrence, or for producing a necessary sup
ply of wood, wrn and hay, or for pasture for cattle, be granted to any 
private person whatever, and also that as large a District of Land, as 
conveniently may be adjacent to and lying round the said Iron works, 
over and above what may be necessary for the above purposes, be 
reserved for our use, to be disposed of in such manner as we shall 
hereafter direct and appoint. 

56. And whereas it is necessary that all persons who may be de
sirous of settling in our said Province, should be fully informed of 
the terms and conditions upon which Lands will be granted in our 
said Province ; you are, therefore, as soon as possible, to cause a. 
publication to be made, by Proclamation or otherwise, as you in 
your discretion shall think most advisable, of all and every the fore
going terms, conditions, and regulations of every kind respecting 
the Grants of Land; in which Proclamation it may be expedient t~ 
add some short description of the natural advantages of the Soil and 
Climate and its peculiar conveniences for trade and navigation, and 
you are to take such steps as you shall think proper for the publish
ing such Proclamation in all the Colonies in North America. 

57. And it is our further will and pleasure, that all the foregoing 
Instructions to you, as well as any which you may hereafter receive 
relative to the form and method of passing Grants of J..~and, and the 
terms and conditions to be annexed to such Grants themselves, be 
entered upon record for the informa.tion and satisfaction of all parties 
whatever that may be concerned therein. 
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58. And it is our further will and pleasure, that you do consider 
of a proper and effectual method of collecting, receiving and aco& 
counting for our Quit Rents, whereby all frauds, concealment, irre
gularity or neglect therein may be prevented, and whereby the re
ceipt thereof may be effectually checked and controlled·; and if it 
shall appear necessary to pass an act for the more effectually ascer
taining, and the more speedily and regularly collecting our Quit Rents, 
you are to prepare the heads sf such a Bill as you shall think may 
most effectually conduce to the procuring the good ends proposed, 
ana to transmit the same to our Commissioners for Trade and Plan
tations, in order to be laid before us for our further directions therein. 

59. And it is our further will and pleasure, that the Surveyor-Ge
neral or such other person or persons as you shall think proper to ap
point, do, once in every year, or oftener, as occasion shall require, 
inspect the state of all Grants of Land made by you, and make Re
port thereof to you, in writing, specifying whether the conditions 
therein contained have or have not been complied with, or what pro
gress has been made towards fulfilling the same ; and you are annu
ally to transmit Copies of such Reports to our Commissioners for 
Trade and Plantations. 

60. And whereas our Province of Quebec is in part inhabited 
and possessed by ·several nations and tribes of lndiars, with whom 
it is both necessary and expedient to cultivate and maintain a strict 
friendship and good correspondence, so that they may be induced 
by degrees not only to be good neighbours to our subjects, but 
likewise themselves to become good subjects to us; you are there
fore, as soon as you conveniently can, to appoint a proper person to 
assemble and treat with the said Indians, promising and assuring 
them of protection and friendship on our .part, and delivering them 
such presents as shall be sent to you for that purpose. 

61. And you are to inform yourself with the greatest exactness 
of the number, nature and disposition of the several bodies or 
tribes of Indians, of the manner of their lives and the rul£>s and 
constitutions by which they are governed and regulated; and you 
are upon no account to molest or disturb them in the possession of 
such parts of the said Province as they at present occupy or possess, 
but to use the best means you can for conciliating their affections 
and uniting them to our Government, reporting to us, by our Com
missioners for trade and plantations whatever information you can 

-collect with respect to these people, and the whole of your proceed
ing with them. 

62. Whereas we have by our Proc1amation, dated the seven(h 
day of October in the third year of our Reign, strictly forbid, on pain 
of our displeasure, all our subjects from making any purchases or set
tlements whatever, or taking possession of any of the Lands reserved 
to the several nations of Indians with whom we are connected and 
who live under our protection, without our especial leave for that pur., 
pose first obtained, it is our express will and pleasure, that you take 
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the most effectual care that our Royal Directions herein be punctually 
complied with, and that the Trade with such of the said Indians as 
depend upon your Government, be carried on in the manner and un• 
der the Regulations prescribed in our said Proclamation. 

72. And you are to report to us, by our Commissioners for Trade 
and Plantations, 

What is the nature of the soil and climate of the Province under 
your Government? If it differs in these circumstances from our other 
Northern Colonies; in what that difference consists ; and what benefi
cial articles of commerce the different parts of it are capable of pro
ducing? 

What Rivers there are, and of what extent aod convenience to the 
Planters? 

What are the principal harbours, how situated, of what extent, 
and what is the depth of water and nature of the anchorage in each 
of them? 

What quantity of Land is now under actual improvement and set
tlement? 

What are the chief articles of produce and culture, the annual 
amount of the quantity of each, and upon what terms and conditi
ons the Inhabitants hold their Lands, either of cultivation, Rent or 
personal service. 

What is the quantity, nature and property of the Land uncultivat
ed, how much of it capable of culture, and what part thereof is pri
vate property ? 

What is the number of Inhabitants, whites and blacks, distin
guishing each ? What number of the former is capable of bearing 
Arms, and what number of the latter is annually necessary to be sup ... 
plied in proportion to the Land cultivated ? 

What was the nature, form and constitution of the Civil Govern .. 
ment? What Judicatures were there established, and under what Re
gulations did the French Inhabitants carry on their Commerce ? 

COPY of Instructions to GuY CARLETON, Esquire, Captain General 
and GoTernor in Chief in and over the Province of Quebec, in 
America, and of all the Territories dependent thereupon. Dated 
St. J ames's, 3d January 177 5. 

GEORGE R. 

(L. S.) Instructions to our trusty and well-beloved Guy Carle
ton, Esquire, our Captain General and Governor in Chief in and over 
our Province of Quebec in America, and of all our Territories depen• 
da.nt thereupon. Given at our Court at St. James, the third day 
of January 177 5, in the fifteenth year of Our Reign. 

H 
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ART. 38. By Our Commission to you under our Great Seal of 
Groat- Britain, you are authorized and empowered with the advice 
and eons t> nt of our Council, to settle and agree with the Inhabitants 
of our said Province of Quebec for such Lands, Tenements and He. 
reditameuts, as now are or shall hereafter be in our power to dispose 
of; it is, therefore, our will and pleasure, that all Lands which now 
are or hereafter may be subject to our disposal, be granted in Fief or 
Seigniory, in like manner as was practised antecedent to the con .. 
quest of the said Province ; omitting, howel'er, in any Grant that 
shall be passed of such Lands, the res~rvation of any judicial powers 
or privileges whatever: And it is our further will and pleasure, that 
all GraRts in Fief or Seigniory, so to bP- passed by you as aforesaid, 
be made subject to our Royal ratification or disallowance, and a due 
R Pgistry th ereof within a limited time, in like manner as was prac· 
tised in regard to Grants and Concessions held in .Fief and Seignio· 
ry under the French Government. 

39. It is our will and pleasure, however, that no Grants be made 
of any Lands on which there is any considerable growth of White 
Pines fit for roasting our Royal Navy, and which lie convenient for 
water carriage, but that you do cause all such Lands to be set apart 
for our use, and proper regulations made and penalties inflicted, to 
prevent trespasses on such Tracts and the cutting down or destroy
ing the trees growing thereon. 

40. And whereas it appears from the representations of our late 
Governor of the District of Trois Rhieres, that the Iron 'Vorks of 
St. \l aurire, in that District, are of grrat consequence to onr Service; 
it is, therefore, our will and pleasure, that no part of the Lands upon 
which the said Iron Works were carried on, or from whit:h the Ore 
used m such works are procured, or which shall appear to be necessa
ry and c:onvenient for that establishment, or for producing a neces
sary supply of wood, corn and hay, or for pasture for cattle, be granted 
to any private person whatever; and also that as large a District of Land 
as conveniently may be, adjacent to and lying round the said Iron 
Works, over and al>ove what may be necessary for the above pur
poses, be reserved for our use, to be disposed of in such manner as 
we shall hereafter direct a~d appoint. 

41. And it is our further will and pleasure that you do consider 
of a proper and effectual method of collecting, receiving and account· 
ing for our Quit Rents, whereby all frauJs. concea1mrnt, irregularity 
or negligence therein may be prevented, and whereby the receipt 
may be effectually checked and controuled ; and if it shall appear 
necessary to pass an Act for the more effectually ascertaining and 
the more !'peedily and re~ularly collecting our Quit Rents, you are 
to prepare the heads of such a Bill as you shall think may most ef .. 
fectually conduce to the procuring the good ends proposed, and to 
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transmit the same to u~ by one of our Principal Secretaries of State, 
for our further directions therein; and you are also to transmit a Du· 
plicate th ~-'reof to our Commissioners for Trade and Pld.ntatious for 
their information. 

COPY of such Articles in the Instructions to Lonn DoncHESTEn, 
in 1786, as are not containt>d in the Instructio11s to Guy Ca ldon, 
Esquire, in 177 5 ; also Copy of such Articles or parts thereof in 
the same Instructions in 1786, as are altered from the Instruc
tions to Guy Carletoo, Esquire, in 177 5. 

AnT. 40. Whereas many of our loyal subjects, Inhabitants of our 
Colonies and Provinces now the U nited-"'tatt>s of America, are desi
rous of retaining their allegiance to 'Us, and of living in our Domi
nions, and for this purpose are disposed to take up and improve 
Lands in our Province of Quebec; and we being desirous to encou· 
rage our said loyal subjects in such their intentions, and to testify 
our approbation of their loyalty to us and obedience to our Govern
ment, by allotting Lands for them in our said Province; and whereas 
we are also desirous of testifying our approbation of the bravery and 
loyalty of our Forces serving in our said Province, ann who may 
have been reduced there, by allowing a certain quantity of L .nd to 
such of the non commissioned officers ann private men of our said 
Forces who arP inclined to become settlers therein : it is our will and 
plrasure, that immediately after you shall receive these our Instruc
tions, you do direct our SurvPyor General of L ands for our said Pro
vince of Quebec, t6 admeasure and lay out such a quantity of La ~t d 

as you, with the advice of our Council, shall deem necessary and con
venient for the settlement of our said loyal subjects, and the non
commissioned Officers and private men of our Forces, which may 
have been reduced in our said Province, who shall be dPsirous of 
becoming settlers therein ; such Lands to be divided into distinct 
Seigniories or Fiefs, to extend from two to four leagues in front, 
and from three to five leagues in depth, if situated upon a navigable 
River, otherwise io be run square, or in such shape and in such quan .. 
tities as shall be convenit .. nt and practicable, and in each Seigniory 
a Glebe to be reserved and laid out in the most convenient spot, to 
contain not less than three hundred acres nor more th1n five hundred 
acres, the property of which Seigniories or Fiefs shall b(' and remain 
vested in us, our heirs and successors, and you shall allot such part$ 
of the same as shall be applied for by any of our sald loyal sub .. 
jects, non-commissioned Officers and private men of our Forces, re
duced as aforesaid, in the following proportions; that is to say, 

To every master of a family one hundred acres, and fifty acres for 
each person of which his family should consist. 

To every single man fifty acres. 
To every non-commisbioned Officer of our Forces2 reduced in Que• 

1tec, twg hundred acres. 
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To every private man, reduced as aforesaid, one hundred acres, and for every peTson in thd:' f:.nnilies fifty ar:-:es. 
Th0 said Lands to be he1d under us, our heirs and successors, Sei i)"niors of the Seigniory or Fief in which the same shall be situated, up~n th'3 same ter!l1S) ackno·h ledgements and services, as Lands are held in our said Province under the respective Seigniors holding and possessing Seignior~es or Fiefs therein, and reserving to us, our heirs and successors, from and after the expiration of ten years from the admission of the respective Tenants, a Quit Rent of one halL penny per acre. 
41. And whereas upon the raising and establishing the Corps late the Fight.y-fourth Regiment of Foot, we did promise and declare, that the Officers and Privates of the said Corps should, when reduced, be entitled to and receiv~ grants for certain allotments of Lands in proprotion to their respective ranks therein; it is our will and pleasure, that you do in manner as herein before directed grant 'Varrants of allotment and survey to such of the Officers and Privates of the said late Eighty-fourth R egiment of foot, now .reduced, who shall be willing to settle and become inhabitants of our Province of Quebec, and shall apply for r.he same, for such quantities of land as thPy shall be rPspectively entitled to in consequence of our said promise and declaration contained in our instructions to our Govern· ors of New York and North Carolina, dated the third of April 177 5, (that is to 8ay) 

To Field Officers, •••••••••••••• 5,000 Acres, 
Captains, ••••.••• , •••••••... 3,000 do. 
Subalterns, ...•...•••..•••••• 2,000 do. 
Non Commissioned Officers, .•••• 200 do. 
Privates,. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••.. 50 do. 

and that the Surveys be made and Grants for the same be delivered to them respectively free of expense, as herein before directed, provided nevertheless that every commissioned Officer, non commissioned Officer or Private belonging to the said late Eighty-fourth Re. giment of foot, who shall claim and apply for Land in our Province of Quebec as afore6aid, shall declare upon oath that no Land has been obtained by him in any of our other Provinces in America under our Royal Declaration as aforesaid. 
42. It is ourfurther will and pleasure, that every person within the meaning of these our Instructions, upon making application for Land shall take the Oaths directed by Law, before you or our Commander in Chief for the time being, or some person by you or him authori7-cd for that purpose, and shall also at the same time make and subscribe the following declaration (viz.) " I .A. B. ' do pro" mise and declare that I will maintain and defend, to the utmost " of my power, the authority of tl1e King in His Parliament, as " the supreme Legislature of this Province :" which Oaths and Declaration shaH also be taken, made, apd subscribed, by every future 
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tenant before his, her or their admission, upon alienation, descent, 
marriage or otherwise howsoever, and upon refu!'!al the Lands to be
come re-vested in us, our Heirs and Successors. And it is our fur
ther will and pleasure, that the expense of laying out and surveying 
as well the Seigniories and Fiefs aforesaid as the several allotments 
within the same, and of the deed of admission, shall be paid by the 
Receiver General of our Revenue in the said Province of Quebec, 
out of such monies as shall be in his hands, upon a certificate from 
you or our Commander in Chief for the time being, in Council, 
Oath being made by our Surveyor General to the account of such 
expense: provided however that only one half of the usual and 
accustomed Fees of Office shall be allowed to our said Surveyor Ge
neral or any other of our Officers in the said Province entitled there
unto, upon any survey or allotment made, or upon admission into a
ny Lands, by virtue of these our Instructions. 

43. And whereas we have some time since purcl1ased the Sei~ 
gniory of Sorel from the then proprietors, the Lands of which are 
particularly well adapted for improvement and cultivation and the 
local situation of the said Seigniory makes it expedient that the 
same should be settled by as considerable a number of Inhabitants 
of approved loyalty as can be accommodated th erein with all possi
ble dispatch ; It is therefore our will and pleasure, that you do 
cause all such Lands within the sam e, as are undisposed of, to be run 
out into small allotments, and that you do allot the same to the non 
commissioned Officers and Private men of our Forces, who may have 

· been reduced in our said Province, or to such other of our loyal 
subjects as may be inclined to settle and improve the same, in s~ch 
proportions as you may judge most conducive to their inter
est and the more speedy settlement of our said Seigniory, the 
Lands so allotted to be held by us, our H eirs, and Successors, Sei
gniors of Sorel, upon the same conditions, and under the same re
served Rent at the expiration of ten years, as the other tenants of 
Seigniories now hold their lands, and pay to us, and also of taking 
the Oaths, and making and subscribing the Declaration as herein
before is mentioned and directed; the expense of mn.king the said 
allotments, and of admission thereunto, to be also paid and defrayed 
in like manner as those in the Seigniories .directed to be laid out by 
these our Instructions ; it is nevertheless our will and pleasure, that 
the allotments to be made to such of our loyal subjects from the 
Provinces or Colonies now the United States of America, as may be 
disposed to settle and improve Lands in our said Province of Quebec, 
shall be limited to tho~e only ,,·ho may have withdrawn themselves 
from the said Provinces or Colonies after the Signing of the defini
tive Treaty of Peace with the said United States and no other; apd it 
is our further will and pleasure, that a record be kept in the Office of 
our Receiver General of our Revenue, of evPry admh;sion into Lands 
as well by virtue of these our Instructions with respect to our lovwg 
subjects retiring from the Provinces and Colonies now the United 



62 

States of A m erica, and to our Forces disbanded a5 aforesaid, as i11: 
cases of future admission, by alienation or otherwise, a docquet of 
which shall be transmittPd yearly to us through one of our princi
pal Secretaries of State, and also a duplicate thereof to our High 
·rreasurer, or the Commi:;sioners of our Treasury for the time being. 

EXTRACT from the Royal Instructions to His Excellency the 
Right Honourable GEORGE, EARL OF DALHOUSlE G. C. B. 
Captain Genera~_ and Governor in Chief, &c. &c. &c. 

And whereas nothing can more effectually tend to the speedy 
settling of our said Province of Lower Canada, the security 
of the property of our Subjects and the advancement of our Pro
'Yince, than the disposal of such Lands as are our property, upon 
reasonable terms, and thP edtablishing of a regular and proper me
tlfod of proceeding with respect to the passing of Grants of such 
l .. ands, it is therefore our will and pleasure, that all and every per
son or persons who shall apply for any Grant or Grants of Land, 
'ShaH, previous to their obtaining the same, make it appear that they 
are in a condition to cultivate and improve the same ; and in case 
you shall, upon consideration of the circumstances of the person or 
persons applying for such Grants, think it advisable to pass the 
same, you are in such case to cause a Warrant to be drawn up, di
rected to the Surveyor General, or other Officers, empowering him 
or them to make a faithful and exact Survey of the Lands so petiti
oned for, and to return the said Warrant within six months at fur
thest, from the date thereof, with a Plot or L>escription of the 
Lands so surveyed, thereunto annexed, and when the \V arrant shall 
be returned by the Surveyor or other proper Officer, th.e Grant 
sl1aH be made out in due form, and the terms and conditions re
(}Uired by these om Instructions be particularly and expressly men
tioned. 

And it is our will and pleasure, that the ~aid Grants shall be re .. 
gistered within six months, from the date therf'of, in the Register's 
Office, and a Docquet thereof be also entered in our Auditor's 
Oflice. Copies of all which Entries shall be returned regularly by 
tbe proper Officer to our Commissioners of our Treasury. 

And for the further encouragement of our Subjects, it is our will 
and pleasure, that the Lands, to be granted by you as aforesaid, 
shaH be laid out in Townships, and that such Inland Township shall, 
as nearly as circumstances will admit, consist of ten miles square, 
and such as shall be situated upon a navigable River or Water, 
shaH have a front of nine miles and be ten miles in depth, and sub
divided in such a rnannef' as may be found most advisable for the 
accommodation of the Settlers and for making the several Reserva
tions for Public V ses, and particularly for the Support of the Pro
testant Clergy, agreeably to the above recited Act passed in the 
thirty-first year of our Reign. 
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And whereas great inconveniences have heretofore arisen in ma
ny parts of the Colonies in America from the granting excessive 
quantities of Land to particular persons who have never cultivated 
<>r s<'ttled the same, and have thereby prevt>nted others more indus
trious from improving such Lands, in order therefore to prevent the 
like inconvenit"nces in future, it is our will and plPasure, that you 
observe the following directions and regulations in all Grants to be 
made by you as ... aforesaid, that is to say, That no Town Lot shall be 
granted to any one person bein~ .Master or MistrPss of a Family 
in any Township to be la\d out as aforesaid, which shall contain 
more than one acre of Land. 

That no Park Lot shall be granted to any one person, being Mas
ter or Mistress of a Family in any Township to be laid out, which 
shall contain more than twenty-four acres. 

That no Farm Lot shall be granted to any one person being Mas
ter or Mistress of a Family in any Towmhip so to be laid out, 
which shaH contain more than two hundred acres. It is our will 
and pleasure, and you are hereby allowed and permitted to grant un
to any such person or persons such further quantity of Land as they 
may desire, not exceeding one thousand acres oTer and above what 
may have heretofore been granted to them, and in all Grants of 
Lands to be made by you as aforesaid, you are to take care that 
due regard be had to the quality and comparative value of the differ· 
ent parts of Land comprised within any Township, so that such 
Grantee may have, as nearly as may be, a proportionate quantity 
of Land of such different qu~lity and comparative value, as like
wise that the breadth of each tract of Land to be hereafter granted, 
be one third of the length, and that the length of such Tract do not 
extend along the Banks of any RiTer, but towards the main Land, 
and that thereby the said Grantees may have a convenient share of 
whatever accommodation the said River may afford for navigation or 
otherwise. 

And as a further encouragement to our subjects who shall become 
Settlers as aforesaid, it is our will and pleasure, that the said Town
ships and the respective allotments within the same, together with. 
the Lands to be reserved as afore sa id, shall be seen and laid out by 
our Surveyor General of Lamls for the said Province, or some skilful 
persons authorized by him for that purpose, which Survey, together 
with the Warrants and Grants for the respective allotments, shall be 
made out for and delivered to the several Grantees free of any Ex
pense or Fee whatsoever, other than such as may be payable to the 
difff'rent Officers accordin~ to the Table of Fees established upon 
Grants of Lands made in the said Province. 

And in order to prevent any persons disaffected to us and to our 
Government from becoming Settlers in our said Provihce of Lower 
Canada, it is our will and pleasure, that no \V arrant!: for Surveying 
Lauds be granted by you, or the Lieutenant Governor, or the person 
Administering the Government for the time being, unless the per• 
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son or persom applying for the same do at the time of making such 
application, besides taking the several Oaths directed by Law, al
so make and subscribe the following Declaration in your or his pre
sence or in the presence of such person or persons as shall by you 
or him be appointed for that purpose, that is to say; "I A. B. do 
" promise and declare that I will maintain and defend to the utmost 
" of my power the authority of the King in his Parliament, as the 
" Supreme Legislature of the Province." 

Whereas the reserving of such bodies of Land within our said 
Province of Lower-Car.ada, where there are considerable growth of 
Timber fit for the use of our Royal Navy, is a matter of the ut
most importance to our Service, it is our will and pleasure, that no 
grants whatever be made of Lands within any District or Tract in 
our said Province of Lower-Canada until our Surveyor-General of 
Woods, or his Deputy lawfully appointed, shall have surveyed the 
same and marked out as reservations to us, our Heirs and Succes
sors, such parts thereof as shall be found to contain any considera
ble growth of Masting or other Timber fit for the use of our Royal 
Navy, and more especially upon the Rivers; and you are hereby 
instructed to direct our Surveyor-General of Lands in our said Pro
llince, from time to time, with all due diligence, to complete the 
Surveys and mark out the reservations as aforesaid, in the most con
venient parts of our said P rovince. And you are from time to time 
to report the number and situation of such reservations, and you 
are further to direct our Surveyor-General not to certify any Plots 
of Ground, or.dered and surveyed for any person or persons whate
ver, in order that Grants may be made for the same, until it shall 
appear to him, by a certificate under the hand of our Surveyor of 
Woods or his Deputy, that the Land so to be granted is not part 
of or included in any District marked out as a reservation to us, our 
Heirs and Successors as aforesaid, for the purposes herein-before 
mentioned. And in order to prevent any deceit or fraud from be
ing committed by the person applying for Land in this respect, it is 
our will and pleasure, that in all grants to be hereafter made for 
Lands in our said Province of Lower-Canada, the following Proviso 
and exception be inserted, that is to say, " And provided also that 
no part of the parcel or Tract of Land hereby granted to the 
said---and his Heirs, be within any reservation ·heretofore made 
and marked for us, our Heirs and Successors by our Surveyor Ge
neral of Woods or his lawful Deputy; in which case this our Grant 
for such part of the Land hereby given and granted to the said 
----and his Heirs for ever as aforesaid, and which shall, 
upon a survey thereof being made, be found within any such re
servation, shall be null and void and of none effect, any thing 
herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding." 

And whereas it is necessary that all persons who may be desirou~ 
of settling in our said Province should be fully informed of the terms 
and conditions upon which such Lands will be granted within our 
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said Province of Lower-Canada, in manner prescribed in and by th~ 
said Act passed in the thirty-first year of the reign of our Dearest 
Father, His late Majesty King George the Third, You are there• 
fore as soon as possible, to cause a Publication to be made, by 
Proclamation or otherwise, as you in your discretion shall think 
most advisable, of the said terms and conditions resp€r.ting the 
granting of Lauds; in which Proclamation it may be expedient to 
add some short des~ription of the natural advantages of the soil and 
climate, and the peculiar convenience for trade and navigation. 

And it is our further will and pleasure; that all the foregoing 
Instructions to you~ as well as any which you may hereafter receive, 
relative to the passing Grants of I~and, in conformity to the said Act 
passed in the thirty•fitst year of the Reign of King George the 
Third, be entered upon record for the information of all parties 
whatsoever that may be concerned therein. 

Certified to be a true Extract. 
A. ,V. COCHRAN, Secy. 

(B.) 

To His Excellency Sir RonERT SnoRE MILNEs, Bart. Lieutenant 
Governor of the Province of Lower-Canada, &c. &c. &c. 

Report of the Permanent Committee of the whole Council. 
Present, The Chief Justice, the Lord Bishop of Quebec, Messrs. 

Finlay, Baby, Dunn and Young. 
On the Memorial of Samuel Gale to the Lords of His Majesty's 

Most Honourable Privy Council, on behalf of sundry Applicants 
for Grants of various Tracts and Parcels of the Waste Lands of the 
Crown, in this Province, which Memorial was by His Grace the 
Duke of Portland transmitted to Your Excellency, to be referred 
to the Executive Council of Lower.Canada. 

lvlay it Please Your Excellency, 
In obedience to the order of reference signified by His Majesty's 

Secretary of State, and communicated by Your Excellency~ of the 
Memorial of Samuel Gale, to the Lords of His Majesty's Most 
Honourable Privy Council, respecting the Waste Lancls of the 
Crown in this Province, the Committee have taken the same into 
their serious consideration, and they cannot but express their re
gret, that after the toilsome hours they have employed in permanent 
Committee, during a period of fourteen months, in arranging, con
sidering, and from time to time, reporting upon the many hundred 
claims referred to them, and in such Reports carefully assigning the 
principles on which their opinions were framed; and that after having 
submitted to Your Excellency their concluding and summary Report, 
containing a detail of their progress, together with- an Append~;J· 

I 

L 
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"resenting a Synoptical Table of the Result of their 'vhole Pro· 
ceedings, by which they well haped that the discretion and dili
gence manifested therein, lVould be both creditable to themselves 
and satisfactory to His Majesty, they should at this day be .called 
upon to vindicate their conduct against the Charges of an Indivi
dual, the particulars of whose authority to interfere they know not. 
When they reflt>ct on the motives by which they have b· eu actuated, 
of the purity of which they are conscious, and on the station to which 
it has plt>ased His Majesty to call them in his Councils in this Pro
vince, where their integrity ought to be above suspicion ; it becomes 
a question whether it be fitting they should condescend to give any 
other answer to the imputatiom urged against them, than by refer
ring to the whole of their proceedings as they appear upon Record; 
but when they consider the respect due to the quarter from which 
the Memorial before them was trasmitted, and the possibility that il 
statement of detached facts, partially selected from a mass of pro
ceedings, may be so artfully arranged, as to give a plausible ap
pearance to a charge of inconsistency, that the fallacy of such charge 
cannot be detected but by those who have a distinct, complete and 
comprehensive knowledge of the business in question, and that the 
minute research requisite to the attainment of such information, can 
neither be expected from the Lords of His 1\'Iajesty's most Honourable 
Privy Council, nor pos~ibly from any party by them employed for 
such purpose, the Committee, induced by a desire of standing justified 
in the opinion of His Majesty's Council, will not hesitate to enter 
into that detail, in vindication of their conduct, which they would 
deem it unbecoming to adduce before a less dignified Tribunal. 

After an attentive perusal of the Memorial in question, it appears 
that the complaints made against His Majesty's Executive Council 
in this Province may be reduced to three general heads, in the 
course of which some specific cases are mentioned. 

1st. The first respects the delays in issuing legal Grants to those 
possessed of certificates or copies of Orders passed by the Governor 
and Council, and of Warrants of Survey ; and more especially to the 
.Applicants for the Townships of Shefford, Orford and Stukely. 

2d The inconsistency ~f the Executive Council respecting the en
couragement foractual sdtlement. 

3d The conduct of the Executive Council with respect to the re
quisite of taking the Oaths. 
. The Committee propose to make some obsenations on each of 
thfse general heads, and to e;ive a distinct. answer to every special 
£ase stated in the said Memorial. 

With regard to the first complaint, namely, the delay in giving 
legal Grants to tho'se possessed of Location Certificates with directions 
to the Surveyor General's Department to give them possession there
of, after premising that many hundreds are, or might be in actual 
possession of their Lands under soch certificates, and that the~r right 
has ever beeu deeUled &o unque~tiouable, that comparatively Sj)eakini 
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they have evinced little anxiety to obtain formal Titles, the Commit
tee are re~dy to admit that very few actual Grants have been made 
out, a circumstance for which, they trust, they can account upon 
grounds that will not involve auy imputation upon the good faith of 
this Government. 

During the late war, the 84th Regiment had been raised upon the 
express promise, that each indivklual should obtain a specific portion 
of Land on their being reduced, settling and becoming inhabitants of 
this Province. When that period arrived, certificates were granted 
and possession taken whenever the parties thought proper, and 
~everal Provincial Corps obtained specific portions in conseqaence of 
Royal Instructions to that end. 

Some time after, the Canada Act was passed, in which the J ... egis
lature deemed it expedient to enact in the most positive terms
" That no future Grant of Lands should be valid or effectual, unless 
" the same shall contain a specification of Land to be allotted and 
" appropriated for the purposes therein-mentioned in respect to the 
" J ... aod to be thereby granted.', 

Hence questions arose whether the grants of certificate Lands came 
within the operations of the Act, the certificates having been ~ranted 
previously to the passing thereof by Tenure en SJigneurie. Upon the 
first ~pplication made to the Committee upon thii subject, they drew 
up a Report of which the following is an Extract : 

" The next Memorial referred to this Committee is marked No. 
" 240, and is the Memorial of Malcolm Fraser, a Ca-ptain in the 
" late 84th Re~iment, prayingPatents for 8,000 acres of Land in the 
" Township of Chatham, being the King's bounty, to himself and 
" others, upon which the Land Committee observe that the prayer 
'· raises a question which the Officers a-nd Privates of that corps have 
" long earnestly wished might be-decided, namely, whether under 
" the Act of the 31st of His Majesty any Patent for Land can pass 
" to any person whatever under any circumstance, before an actual 
" Survey of the Township and a. subdivision tbereof into Lots of 200 
" acres shall have been made aud la-id out, in conformity to the Dia
" g-ram D orE, as the case may require, and the re§ervations for the 
" maintenance of a Protestant Clergy, and for the future disposition 
" of the Crown, shall have been admeasured and marked in the field, 
" notwithstanding Location Certificates have been granted for por~ 
" tions of Land therein to the Officers and Privates of the late 84th 
·' Regiment or to other persons, and therefore the Land Committee 
" humbly request, that the said Petition may likewise be refeired 
" to a Committee of the whole Council, with which request Your 
" Excellency has been pleased to comply. 

" This Committf'e humbly beg leave to observe to Your Excellen
" cy, that tkey are well aware the question now referred to them 
" not only involves points of considerable nicety and importance, 
" but also that some points connected with fhis question, may by 
" poSiibility be brought before them when sittin1 in a different capa• 
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" city, in which case it might be inconvenient to have delivered any 
'~ previous opinion; but as the Committee are desirous of removing 
" the do~1bts of 50 npmerous a c1ass of His Majesty's most deserving 
'' subjects, they are willing to submit their sentiments to Your 
" Excellency's consideration, at the same time laying in their claim .. 
'' not to be bound by them in case of their seeing a necessity of 
~' departing therefrom, upon fuller information, should they be 
" called upon at any future period to determine by solemn adjudi
" cation. 

" The Committee apprehend that with respect to the Reserves, 
" the provisions of the Act 31st of the King, cap. 31, are peremp
" tory, a.nd that no Grant of Lands that shall be made after the 
" passing of that Act, can be valid or effectual, unless such Grant 
" contains a specification of the Reserves allotted and ;tppropriated 
" in re5pect of the Land to be thereby grantee ; and with respect to 
" reservations, the Committee apprehend this distinction is to be ta
" ken, that in those cases where Location Certificates shall have been 
" granted, previously to the passing of the said Act, in certain specific 
" Townships, in number sufficient to exhaust one or more Townships, 
" so that no space remains for reserved allotments within the said 
" Townships, rec~mrse must be had to the directions in the said Ac~ 
" contained, whereby the Governor, the Lieutenant-Governor o.r 
" person Administering the Government, isauthori~ed to make from 
" and out of the Lands of the Crown, such allotment and ;tppropri
'' ation of Lands for the support and maintenance of a Protestant 
H Clergy, within the Province, as may be in a due proportion to the 
" amount of such Lamls within the same as have at any time be~n 
q grant,ed by pr under the authority of His Majesty ; ~nd that in all 
" Patents to be gr,anted for Lands situated in Townships com
" pletely covered by Location Certificates as aforesaid, the re
" s~rves to be specified in respect thereof, should be taken from the 
" gene;ral all.otment and appropriation so directed to be made out of 
" the said A~t, fhe 31st of the King, cap. 31st ; and in order to 
" enable such persons as have ~lready received His Majesty's bounty 
" by Location Certificates jn manner hereinbefore mentioned to ob
" tain their Patents in cpnformity to tl)e said Act, The Commit
" tee are of opinion tJmt it ' is 11bsplutely necessary forthwith 

·~' to pursue the directions given by the s~id Act for the purpose 
'" of providing a sufficient appropriation of Lands for the use 
" of a Protestant Clergy, from which th~ reserves to corres
" p.ond with the Lands already granted by Certificates, should be 
" tf!,)ien, and to that end the Committee respectfully propose, that 
" the Surveyor General should be directed to lay before Your Ex
" cellency a Report of the number of Acres of the Waste Lauds of 
" the Crown for which Location Certificates have already been 
" granted, in order that Your Excellency may ]1e enabled to ascer
~ ·' ta.in the ext.ent of tije ~eneral appr.opriatiRn <JDd allolme11t pe• 
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~' cessary to be made for the purpose aforesaid, and further that 
" the said Surveyor General be directed to report his opinion on 
" the most convenient mode of subdividing such general allotment 
" into such proportions as shall be best calculated to answer the 
" purposes aforesaid, and thereby enable the Law Officers of the 
" Crown to prepare the Patents with a distinct specification ok 
" the Reserves to be set apart in respect of the Lands for which 
" Certificates have already been granted." 

On perusal of this Extract the Committee apprehend that ins .. 
tead of being censurable for endeavouring to obstruct the passing of 
formal Grants, they may be liable to the charge of indiscretion, for 
having travelled beyond their province, by hazarding opinions with 
a desire of giving satisfaction to so meritorious a class of His Ma
jesty's subjects. 

In addition to the delays and difficulties which must obviously a
rise from a performance of those requhites without which .all Title~t 
will ever remain impeachable, some delay has been occasioned by 
the precautions which the Committee have found it needful to ex
ert, in order to prevent the provision of the Act from being eluded; 
and that the conduct of the Land Surveyors have given just oc
casion for the exercise of such vigilance, will appear from the ex .. 
tract of two several Reports subjoined in the Appendix, and marked 
with the Letters A. and B. respectively. 

From a perusal of these documents, the Committee humbly ap
prehend that whatever delay may have taken place, it ought not to 
be imputed to any negligence on their part. 

Having made these observations, the Committee will proceed to 
give distinct answers, to the several cases !Jlentioned in this part 
of the MemorialJ which are those of Shefford, Orford and Stuke
ly. With respect to the Township of Shetford, in order to show 
how very ineffectual all schemes aud plans have been in conternpla
_tion, for obtaining to the be hoof of other persons, the legal Grant 
of this Township, the Committee wi\l beg leave to transcribe the 
preamble to their Heport respecting this Township, as it now stands. 
op the Minutes of the Council of the 28th November last. 

" The Committee proceeded to take into consideratio'n the case of 
" the Cl~imants of the Township of Shefford, whereof John Savage 
" js Leader, and inasmuch as the ~aid John Savage is well known 
" to have beep ~he first of His Majesty's subjects who suffered im
" prisonment on account of his loyalty in the County of Albany, that 
" he was imprisoned during the space of four years, and that he after 
'' his enlargement was employed in many confidential services in 
" :behalf of Government, of which he acquitted himself with di~· 
" t.inguished fidelity, the Committee have deemed themselves at 
" liberty to make some slight deviation from their general rules, 
'' in favour of a character so truly meritorious, and to arlopt and 
'' ;t..droit upgn the Files the ac~ouat delivered in and signed by him· 
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'-' self, of the character and qualifications of his several Associates, 
" and do therefore report and recommend that, &c." 

In regard to the Township of Orford, notwithstanding the vari
ous allegatiom that have been made concerning the expenses, time 
and labour, that have heen employ~d upon this as upon many o ... 
ther Townships, it appr ars by reference to authentic documents, 
that the mere outlines only of the Township had been run. A Re
port bearing date 7th March 1800, has been made to Your Excel
l ency, respecting this Township, in the following terms: 

'' On the Petition of Luke Knoulton for the Township of Or
" fol'd." 

" On perusing the documents acco-mpanying this Petition, it ap .. 
" pears that the case of the Petitioner falls under the third Class : 
" the Committee thert>fore r ecommr nd, that a Warrant of Survey 
" and Subdivision do issue for the Township of Orford, and in con
;, sid<>ration of the expenses incurred by the Petitioner, that he 
" antl his Associates do obtain a quarter part of the said Township 
" at the old Fees." 

And a final Report upon the Return of the Warrant of Survey, 
ha" been made on the 23d February 1801, Book E. page 1'40-
'vhereby, 

" It appears that a portion of the said Township, situate in the 
" South Easterly part thereof; consisting of sixty-eight Lots, ex .. 
" elusive of the Reserves for the Church and Crown, is contained 
" within a line in the said Dia~ram drawn and distinguished by a 
" yellow edge, which said portion the Committee humbly recom
" mend may be divided among Luke Knoulton, the Leader of the 
" saifl Township and his fifteen Associates in the proportions here
" in after set forth, that is to say, &c." 

The case of the Township of Stukely has been resolvedupon e
ver since the fifth of December One thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, as appears by entry on the Minutes, Land Book D. 
page 375, wherein the Committee report their opinion that this 
'~ ase COil}es under the second class ; and on the nineteenth Septem
ber one thousand eight hundred, it is ordered that a Patent do issue 
in favour of Samuel Willard and his Associates. for one half of the 
Township of S~ul{ely, and the Patent has issued accordingly. 

Before they quit this part of the subject, the Committee cannot 
refrain from observing, that after all the complaints that have been 
made, respecting the number of Settlers who have embarked their 
labour and property on the Waste Lands of the-Crown, it appears 
fmm the result of an actual Survey, that five Townships only fall 
under this predicamo.nt; and in regard to the expense, it is a prin
ciple genPrally admitted and confirmed by experience, that aH new 
settlers are fully indemnified by the Ashes produced by clearing,. 
and the first crop. 

2o. The second charge turns upon the hiconslstency of the Ex-e• 
eutive Council, respectini the encouragement fpr actual settlement. 
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'the merits of this charge have been amply (liscussed in the pro• 
~eedin~s of the F.xecutive "Council, which proceedings were made 
public in certain Pamphlets published in the year 1798. 

The Committee will give a brief outline of the cause and the na• 
ture of this inconsistency, and among other particulars., refer to an 
Extract from a Report of the Executive Council, 27th August 
1798, subjoined in the Appendix, and marked with the Letter C. 

Early in the year 179~, when the Land granting business was 
entered upon, in consequence of the Royal Instructions framed in 
confo.-mity to the provisions of the Canada Act, the Committees of 
the whole Executive Council were presided by William Smith, Es .. 
quire, His ,\• ajesty's Chief Justice of the Province, a Gentleman 
who had been long conversant in the practice of the Land Gran .. 
tif!g Department in the former Colonies of New-York and 
N ew-Hampshire : at the outset of the business, the Chairman, 
after observing that " An abundant population of these Colonies 
" was the main object of the Royal Instructions," proposed a de· 
tailed plan of proceedings, and the Committee concurred in 
the mode of proceeding suggested by the Chair. 

In consequence of the mode thus adopted, and before many of the 
most essential points connected with the business, such as the ex
penses of the Survey, the position of the Reserves, or the appoint
ment of Commissioner~ had been ascertained and adjusted, Warrants 
of Survey were in the cour!'e of a few months issued to diver~ persons, 
for upwards of 150 Towmhips of 10 miles square. 

The uncertainty respecting the particulars abovementioned and 
other causes, suspended the further progress till towards the close of 
June 1794, when the business was resumed by Order of His Excel
lency Lord Dorchester ; at this period the former Chairman, Wil
liam Smith, Esquire, had paid the debt of nature, and the duty of 
presiding in Committees of the whole Council, devolved on his Sue~ 
cessor in the Chief Justiceship, and soon after five additional Mem
bers were called to the Executive Council. 

The very important business of the Land Granting Department 
being a novelty as well to the succeeding Chairman as to the new 
Members, it became their Duty to acquaint themselves both with the 
Rules assigned fortheir conduct by His Majesty's Royal Instructions, 
and with the anterior proceedings of the Board from its first lnstitu
iion, as they appeared upon the records of the Coundl. 

Upon perusing the very elaborate Report drawn up by the late 
Chairman, introductory to the Plan of proceedings by him suggested, 
and after observing the numerous Orders that had been issued in. 
consequence thereof, it appeared evident to the Committee, that 
both the Theory laid down and the Practice adopted were in manifest 
violation of His Majesty's Instructions. For whereas the 35th Arti
cle of the said Instructions is of th~ tenor following : 

" And in order to prevent any persons disaffected to us and our 
" Government from i>ccoming settl-ers in o~r said Province of Lower 
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'" Canada, it is our will and pleasure, that no Warrants for Survey .. 
" ing Lands be granted by you, or the Lieutenant Governor or 
" person Administering the Government for the time being, unless 
" the Person or Persons applying for the same, do at the time of 
" making such application, besides taking the usual Oaths directed 
" by Law, also make and subscribe the following declaration in your 
" or his presence, or in the presence of such person or persons as 
" shall by you or him be appointed for that purpose, viz," I A. B. 
" do promise and declare that I will maintain and defend, to the ut
" most of my power, the authority of the King in His Parliame.1t, a1 
" the supreme Legislature of this Province ;" 

Nevertheless in direct opposition to the Royal Will and Pleasure, 
Warrants of Survey for upwards of 150 Townships have been issued at 
a time when no Commissioners for the purpose in the said Instruction 
,had been even appointed. 

~ To rectify this manifest mistake, to preserve the Faith of Govern• 
ment as implied by the Grant of the vVarrant of Survey, and to 
prevent the like evil in future, the most effectual remedy that occur'
red to the Commitee, was to recommend the issuing of certain Orders 
in Council as set forth in the Appendix (D) and since that time no 
Warrant of Survey has been issued, but in conformity to the Roya:l 
Instructions. 

The existence of the Error as well as the detection of it, together' 
with the efforts of His :Majesty's Council to obviate any prejudice 
that might arise therefrom, were well kr1own to the Memorialist, altho' 
it might not suit his purpose to state them, and also to the parties 
interested, so that the repeated endeavours of the Council to restrain 
unauthorized Settlement by their repeated Order issued during the 
course of several years, and the public notoriety of the fact, m~ty 
well justify the assertion of the Committee on which an inconsisten
cy is attempted to be established. 

The Committee are ready to admit that, prima facie, there ap· 
pears to be an inconsistency of declaration between the Extracts of 
the years 1792 and 1798, as stated by the Memorialist, but they 
humbly apprehend that the charge of inconsistency cannot in reality 
attac~ upon the conduct of his Majesty's Executive Government ill 
respect to the Applicants for Lands, when, instead of adopting a 
rigorous course, they studiously endeavoured to remedy the incon
venience by allowing an ample period to that end, and by Public 
Notice inviting all the parties concerned to avail themselves of it. 

The Committee conceive they would have been much more censu
rable had they persisted in an error after it had been discovered, and 
humbly persuade themselves that under those circumstances the chief 
objects for their attention were to secure the faith of Government 
from merited reproach, and the conduct of the Executive CQundl 
from the charge of disobedience. 

The third general topic of complaint against the Executive Council 
regards their condllCt with respec~ to the requisite of taking the 
Oaths. 
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On this head the Committee humbly persuade themselves thPy are 

exempt from reproach, and that their conduct is ju'ltifiahle on the 
clean•st Grounds, not only because it was regulated by , sense of 
duty, but bt>cau:e;e it was their peculiar Duty to exf· rt their vigilance 
at that particular time. As a point of Duty they are ordered by the 
Kine;'s Instructions to take plPdaPs for tht> Allegiance of the Appli
cants before the issuing of any \V arrant of Survey; they were there
fore bound upon a principle of obedience to exact the Oaths at all 
timPs. But by those who can recol\ect the condition of this Province 
from the beginning of the year 1794. to the final ratification of the 
Treaty with the United-States of America. the pt·riod complained of, 
wh t•n apprehensions of the most serious nature wPre excited in the 
minds of the truly Loyal among His Maje.-;ty's subjfcts at the proba
ble effects to be expected from this " abundant population" o, ques
tionable characters who were to occupy ooe hundred and fifty Town
ships of ten miles sq;1are, and who were all to come from a Govern .. 
ment with whom there were daily expectations of hostility, it will be 
admitted that that was not precisely the period for His Maj0sty's 
Government in Canada to relax those restrictions so wisely establish
ed to prevent them from being overwhelmed by a torrent of disaffection. 

On the contrary it was their peculiar duty to hold out every spe .. 
cies of discouragement, consistt>nt with Public Justice and good faith 
against the inroads of such enterpri-;ing neighbours, and the Com
mittee are disposed to flatter themselves that thPir perst>verance in 
this respect by their constant admonitions was not altogPtht>r without 
a beneficial consequence, although they are ready to admit that in 
some cast>s this vigilance has been eluded. 

But although the Committee feel no difficulty in thus explaining 
their motives to Your Excellency for the information of the Lords of 
His Majesty's Council, yet they are by no m,...ans disposed to allow 
that in the application of the said Orders of Council, they have dealt 
harshly or rigorously in any case where the party had equ1table me .. 
rits to disclose. 

On the contrary, although they have had recourse to those Or .. 
ders, as they necessarily must, in discussing the many hundred un
supported claims and groundless pretensions that have been laid 
bt>fore them, and were well content to have such general rules to 
resort to, in thr.ir decision upon matters involving interests and ex
pectations, which would be supported by much eae;erness and anxiety, 
yet they held themselves at liberty to pass, and actually have passed 
an equitable construction in all cases, wht>n the party had claim to 
produce either of known personal loyalty, or real improvement on 
the Lands. 

The specific cases of the Townships of Stukely and Orford are 
mentioned under this head, and the hardships sustained by the res
pective Leaders enlarged upon : the Committee have good rf'asons to 
as!>ign, to excuse themselves from the imputations of having inflicted 
those hardships ; but the detail were now useless, as the oriiinal 

K 
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Leaders and Associates of those Townships, and numbers of others, 
are now in actual possession under legal Grants, or may obtain pos
session under the Orders passed in Council, since the commence
ment of Your Excellency's administration, to the amount of nearly 
one million eight hundred thousand Acres. 

Having submitted these remarks to Your Excellency, in the order 
and manner proposed, the Committee humbly hope that they now 
stand justified from the charges adduced against them. 

They do not understand themselves as called upon to offer any 
opinion on the several prayers contained in the said Memorial, as the 
same are addre~;sed to His Majesty's Royal Munificence, further 
than to submit to Your Excellency's serious consideration the great 
in~onvenience and confusion which must unavoidably follow from the· 
adoption of any new regulations. 

They will only take occasion to mention, that as the sixth prayer 
contains the specific cases of the Townships of Shipton and 
Brompton, that Orders of Council have already passed for the same, 
and that the parties are in actual possession of the said Townships as 
stated in the said prayer. 

The only remaining observation with which the Committee pro
pose to trouble Your Excellency, is, that having already in perma
nent Committee considered the whole mass of cases, both for Town
ships and of Individual applications, which stood referred to them, and 
having according to the best of their Judgement reported thereon, 
conformably to the late regulations transmitted by His Majesty's 
Secretary of State, before the reeeipt of the Memorial now under 
consideration, which several Reports have been approved of by Your 
Excellency in Council ; and should such their proceedings meet with 
the gracious and final confirmation of His Majesty, the whole business 
will of course be so far understOOd to be settled and adjusted, and 
the Lords of His Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council will 
thereby be exempted from the trouble of reporting on the expedien
cy of granting the several prayers of. the said Memorial, in so far as 
they may interfere with the arrangements already made, and now 
acting upon in this Province. 

All which is humbly submitted to Your Excellency's wisdom. 

By Order, 

(Signed) 

Council Chambers, t 
Quebec, 26 May 1801.) 

Certified. 

Wm. OSGOODE, Chairman. 

HERMAN \V. RYLAND. 
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APPENDIX A. 
Newport :-On Inspection of the Diagram returned with the pa

pers relating to this Township, it was suggested by a Member, that 
the said Diagram was signed by a person not duly qualified, and it 
being also remarked that Exhibits of the sort now produced were 
most easily fabricated and a:tforded no satisfactory evidence that any 
actualsubdivision had really been made in the Field, it was thought 
expedient to endeavour to obtain further information on the subject, 
and was therefore 
Resolved, That Mr. Vondenvelden, Assistant to the Surveyor-Ge

neral, be requestf·d to attend. 
Mr. Vondenvelden attended accordingly. 
Q. Please to look at the Exhibit now produced marked No. 5, 

purporting to be a Diagram of the outlines and subdivision of the 
Township of Newport, and signed by Christopher S. Bailey, Deputy 
Provincial Surveyor-has the said Bailey a Provincial Commission ? 

A. He has not. 
Q. Can you from inspection of this paper, which purports to be 

a Diagram,_ undertake to determine whether it was made from actu. 
al Field work or drawn up in the Closet ? 

A. It is impossible to judge. 
Q. Is it not necessary that a Field-Book should be returned 

with the Diagram into the Surveyor General's Office? 
A. It is-but as no Warrant of subdivision has issued from the 

Surveyor General's Office, he has refused to receive any such Field· 
Book, should it be made. 

~· Has any Patent issued for Lands in the Township of Faro· 
ham? 

A. There has. 
Q. Did such Patent issue in consequence of actual Survey or 

otherwise ? 
A. I cannot tell. 
Q. Is it not a direction in th.e "\V arrant of Survey that an actual 

Survey should be made?. 
A. It is. 
Q. How then did you make your Return respecting Farnham ? 
A. The Return of Survey a_nq Diagram were delivered to me by 

Mr. Gale, so worded as if Instructions had been given to somebody 
to make the Return-I can produce it. 

Do so. 
Q. Whose hand writing is th_e Paper you now produce ? 
A. Mr. Gale's. · 
Q. Is there any Signature to it ? 
A. There is none. 
Q. Was it in consequence of this Return his Patent was made 

out .? 
A. It was-there is no other in the Office but the one now pro· 

duced. 



Q. Can you ~ay, whether that Diagram was or was not made in 
consequence of an actual Survey ? 

A. I cflnnot 
Q Did a Warrant of subdivision issue for the Township of 

Farnham? 
A. Yes. 
Q Did any FiPld.Book accompany the Return? 
A. No. 
Q. If any Field-Book had been offered should you have held 

yourself bound to accept it? 
A. Yes, after a Warrant of Survey had regularly passed. 
Q. Have you any means of knowin~ whe-ther Diagrams such as 

are now returned and lie upon the Table were or were not made in 
consequence of an actual Survey. 

A. No-it is impossible to tell. 
Q. Ought not Field-Books to have been returned with those 

Diagrams? 
A. There regularly ought. 
Q. WhPn a Diagram is returned without a Field-Book, is it or 

not presumptive evidf'nce, tltat the Diagram was not made in con
sequence of an actual Survey? 

A. It is. I would not have returned the Diagram of an actual 
Survey, without a Field-Book. 

Mr Vondenvelden withdrew. 
The Committee deliberate. 
Resolved, That the Committee will sraspend their determination 

on this case, until more satisfactory evidence be produced to them, 
that an actual ~urvey of Subdivision has been made of the Town
ship of Newport, and the Clerk of the Council be directed forth
with to give notice to the parties concer_ned. 

On considering the testimony given by Mr. Vondenvelden, As
sistant to the Surveyor General, at the last Meeting, respecting 
the Diagram annexed to the Patent for Lands in Farnham, and re
flecting on the facility of the transaction, the Committee have great 
:reason to suspect that many C?f the Diagrams produced, purporting 
to set forth the subdivisions of Townships as from real admeasure
ment, hafe not been projected from actual Survey in the Field, in 
which case they are altogether useless and illusory ; and foreseeing 
that unless proper measures be adopted, to ascertain aud distinguish 
by lasting tokens, the whole of the allotments reserved for the 
Church and Crown in every Township, conformably to His Majesty's 
instructions, much strife, confusion and fraud will unavoidably 
take place in time to come. 

The Committee do therefore 
Resolve, That it is highly expedient to reprr,sent to His Excel· 

lency the necessity of giving specific Instructions to the SurvPyor 
Genetal, that he do in no case whatever certify any Diagram, to be 
annexed to a Pa.tent for granting any part of the Waste Lands . ~f 



or 

Id 

77 
the Crown, until he be duly satisfied that a Survey of the Lands to 
be granted has been really made by a Deputy Provincial Surveyor, 
by actual admeasurement in the Field, and that he do accept of no 
Return of Survey unless the same be accompanied by a Field-Book, 
setting forth that the Allotments reserved for the Church and Crown, 
have bPen duly made and ascertained, and specifying the spots where~ 
and the particular Marks and Tokens by which such Reserves have 
been distinguished, in order that the same may remain of Record ia 
l1is Office, for the ilecurity and protection of the Lands so reserved, 
in case of future litigation. 

APPENDIX B. 

On inspecting the Diagram annexed to the Return of the War• 
rant of Survey of the Township of Orford, it was suggested that 
thP Diagram was not conformable to His Majesty's Royal lnstruc~ 
tions, or the Warrant of Survey. It was proposed to call in Mr. 
Vonden velden, acting for the Surveyor General, who attended ac
cordingly, and the following examination took place: 

Q. Is Mr. Holland, the Surveyor General, in a capacity to act 
for himsPlf? 

A. No. 
Q. Who acts for him ? 
A. I do. 
Q. Has this Warrant of Survey come regularly into your Office ? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Who made the Return to it ? 
A. I did. 
Q. Are the Return and Diagram now shewn to you of the 

Township of Orford conf~rmable to the directions given in the 
Warrant of Survey ? 

A. No. 
Q. Can you assign the reason why? 
A. I suppose because the Surveyor has not applied to our Office. 
Q. Would he ha:ve been supplied with proper instructions, had he 

made such application ? 
A. Hewould. 
Q. Do you know of any other Townships in the same predicament? 
A. Almost every one. 
Q. How comes it to pass that the Surveyor General uniformly has 

certified both by his Return and Diagram, that they were conforma. 
ble to the Warrant of Survey? 

A. Because there were a great many Townships already surveyed, 
and there was no otbPr means of proceeding. 

Upon further examination it appears that, as the generality of 
Surveys that have already been made, have been of detached 'l'?wn• 
ships, no very serious inconvenience will ari~e, but the. ~xammate 
apprehends that, if the practice of surveying without rece1v1ng proper 
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Instructions from the Surveyor General's Office be continued, and 
every-Surveyor be allowed to run his Lines without spPcific Instruc• 
tions, the utmost confusion and litigation must necessarily ensue, and 
whereas there is good reason to apprehend that many Surveys are 
now carrying on in the like irregular manner, th<? Committee appre
hend it to be their duty to take the earliest means of representing 
the matter to Your Excellency, and humbly submit the expediency 
of issuing forthwith a P!!blic Advertisement to the following effect : 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OFFICE. 

Whereas inconvenience has arisen from the negligence of Survey.; 
ors in not applying to the Surveyor General's Office for general or 
specific Instructions, as the case may require, previously to their pro
ceeding on the Survey of Townships or any part thereof. And 
whereas much confusion and strife may hereafter ensuP from such neg
lect : it is hereby ordered, that every Surveyor shall, before he en
ters upon the execution of any Warrant of Survey, <l-pply to the said 
Office for such Instructions as shall at the said Office be deemed re
quisite to be given in such behalf, and that from and after the date of 
this Order, no Return or Diagram of Survey shall ue certified by the 
said Surveyor General or any other persop. acting in such cqpadty, 
unless it shall appear that such Survey has been made in. conse · 
quence of Instructions received from the said Offi.ce, iJnd that the 
Return and Diagram are conformable thereto. 

APPENDIX C. 

It appears by an Entry in the C~uncil Book, (marked C.) of the 
20th February 1792, that a Land Committee was on that day nam-
ed in Council. ' 

On the 17th March 1792, a Report of a Committee of the whole 
Council upon certain doubts suggested by the Land Commitree, is 
entered. 

In this Report, after observing that " An abundant Population of 
" these Countries seem to be the main object of the Royal Instruc
" tions," the Chairman of the Committee proposes a plan for the or
dinary progress of the business of the Land Office Department, a!l 
follows: 

1st. A Petition to the Go-vernor for the vacancy desired, under a 
description to be accurately ascertained by a future Survey. 

2d. The reference of it to a Committee of the Council for their 
Report. 

3d. Judgement in Council thereon; and, when for the Grant, an 
Order for issuing a Warrant to the Surveyor General's Office, for the 
Return of a Survey agreeable to the Royal Instructions; this W ar• 
rant to be under the Governor's Hand and Seal at Arms. 
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4th. Then the adjustment in Council of the shares of each of the 

Patentees. 
5th. A transmission of the List by the Clerk of the Council to the 

Commissioners for taking their qualifications, under standing Instruc
tions for that purpose, within the time limited by an Act or Minute 
of Council. 

6th. A Report from the Commissioners to the Council Office, whence 
those papers are to go into the hands of the Attorney General for his 
Report to the Secretary's Office of the draft or a Patent. 

7th. The Patent to be there engrossed and issued under the Great 
Seal, upon payment of the Fees due to all the Officers concerned, 
and to be accordingly distributed by the Secretary, who is to record 
the Patent, and preserve all the detached papers in due files. 

After which it is recorded, that the Committee concur in the mode 
of proceeding aforementioned, suggested by the Chair. 

And that this Report was finally concurred in Council. 
From some cause which it were now useless to enquire into, it S3 

bappened that the progress proposed by the Chairman of that day, 
directly inverted the course commanded by His Majesty's Instructions: 
for it appears that by the progress proposed, the Order for issuing 
a Warrant for the Return of a Survey, precedes the transmission of 
the List for taking the qualifications : Whereas by His Majesty's 
Royal Instructions, No. 35, it is expressly directed that, "In order 
" to prevent any persons dbaffected to us and our Government from 
" becoming Settlers in our said Province of Lower-Canada, it it our 
" will and pleasure, that no Warrants for surveying Lands be grant
" ed by you or the Lieutenant-Governor, or the person administer
" ing the Government for the time being, unless the person or per
" sons applying do, at the time of making such application, besides 
" taking the usual Oatl1s-directed by Law, also make and subscribe 
" the following Declaration in your or ltis presence, or in the prc
" sence of such person or persons as shall by you or him be appoint. 
" ed, &c." 

In consequence of the mode thus adopted, upwards of 150 "\Var
rants of Survey for Townships were issued, even before any Com
missioners were appointed to administer the solemnities previously 
required by the said Instructions ; but notwithstanding the number of 
Warrants thus issued, the business of settlement went on very tardi
ly, even at the time when it was understood that Government was to 
discharge half the expense of running the outlines, which delay, as 
appears by Reports from the Land Committee and the Surveyor Ge
neral's Office, arose from the uncertainty of the Settlers with respect 
to three material points. 

First,--With regard to the position of the Reserves intended for 
the benefit of the Crown and the support of the Proteitant Clergy ; 
Secondly, the amount of the Fees to be paid on obtaining a Patent, 
and thirdly, the quantity of Land which the Petitioners and their 
Associates may exJ?ect: A considerable portion of time elapsed be"' 
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fore the5e points were settled. However, towardrs the close of the 
year seventeen hundred and ninety-four, thE" objects of the Reserves 
and Fees being brought forward by His Excellency Lord Dorchester 
'vere ascertained and determined by His Lordship in Council, and 
afterwards were made known to the Public. 

At this period the former Chairman of the Committee of the whole 
Council was no more, and within a short time afterwards every Mem ... 
ber of the present Council had a s~at at the Board. 

The business of the Land granting began seriously to be resumed, 
and Commissioners for giving effect to His Majesty's Instructions 
were duly appointed. 

Upon a v1ew of former proceedings the error that had heretofore 
occurred was noticed, and imme(liate course was taken to repair it, 
and this in the opinion of the Committee, is the true period at which 
an effective commencement of the Land Granting Department ought 
to be fixed, not only because the former proceedings being contrary 
to the expreHs Instructions of Government (although Government 
with becoming dignity did not mean to vacate them) werP null, but 
also because the essential powers to put the business into motion were 
not till this juncture combined or even created. From this time the 
Executive Council being aware of the mischiefs arising from actual 
settlement without a compliance with the previous formalities, have 
uniformly endeavoured to inhibit it, and have employed themselves 
to carry His Majesty's Instructions into execution, with respect to 
past proceeding, if not in the order in which they had been directed, 
at least to their full extent ; and with respect to the future proceed
ings duly to observe the order prescribed by His Majesty to prevent 
actual Settlement till all previous requisites should be faithfully ob
~erv-ed, and as evidence that such was both their resolve and prac
tice, they beg leave to refer Your Excellency to a Public Notice, 
bearing date the tenth October seventeen hundred and ninety-four, 
recorded in the Council Book (C), page 367, in which the distinc
tion before alluded to is plainly made; namely, that those who had 
obtained Warrants of Survey should comply with the directions there
in stated, prior to the issuing of any Grant of Land; and that they 
who meant to apply for any such Warrant should also conform there
to, and this was published with a direct view of preventing the un
authorized Settlement of any person in future, as no Warrant of Sur .. 
"Vev would be issued or has since been issued without a previous com
pliance with such 'directions; and with a view to quicken the atten
tion of those who, having taken possession under their Warrant of 
Survey, were contented with their occupancy and did not seem dis
posed to give themselves any further trouble, Public N oiice was given 
from the Executive Council Office, on the seventeenth January 
5eventeen hundred and ninety-five, to all persons who have obtained 
Warrants of Survey or Orders of His Excellency the Governor in 
Council, for any part of His Majesty's ungranted Lands in this Pro
'Yince, to comply with the xequiremeots contained in the said Adver• 
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tisement, on or .before the first day of August next, and that in de .. 
fault of such compliance they will be considered by Government to 
have relinquished their pretensions under any Order of Council or 
'V arrant of Survey, that may have been directed in consequence. 

At the expiration of this period it appeared by the Schedules an
nexed and the Returns of the Commissioners, that of upwards of 300 
L eaders and ten thousand proposed Associates, the number of those 
who had complied with the directions did not exceed 550; so that 
the number of persons who had duly qualified themselves bore a very 
small proportion, not only to the amount of the applicants, but even 
to those who were supposed to have made actual Settlement on the 
Land, who having neglected to comply with the terms of the notice 
were clearly subject to the penalty thereby announced. After these 
forfeitures had accrued it was generally understood that in addition 
to these persons who had satisfied themselves with a bare 'V arrant of 
Survey of the outlines of a Township, a number of others, under va
rious pretexts, some from having purchased pretensions and others 
because it suited their interest, had made actual Settlement in vari
ous quarters, and many upon Lands reserved for the Support of a 
Protestant Clergy and the future disposition of the Crown. 

To check this propensity it was thought expedient to issue a Pro
clamation as mentioned in the former Report, but this Proclamation 
never was intended by the Executive Council, nor could upon any 
principle of sound construction, be supposed to affect the parties al
luded to in Your Excellency's OrJer of reference, who might have 
an equitable claim upon GoYernment, but those only who having for
feited their claim, or having no claim at all, had made actual settle
ment without sufficient authority. 

These successive measures would be alone sufficient to evince the 
anxiety of the Executive Council to resist actual Settlement without 
authority from the first moment that the necessary powers to carry 
the Granting of Lands into effect were in existence; but the most 
convindng proof of their disposition as well as of the influence of 
that disposition upon the public opinion, arises from the conduct 
and forbearance of a numerous body of applicants who, possessed 
of that operative Instrument, a Warrant of Survey, have, from a. 

principle of decency, refrained from taking possession. This is a 
fact which added to their Public Notices affords in the opinion of 
the Committee the strongest proof of the position they have asserted. 

APPENDIX D. 

Whereas several Warrants of Survey of the ungranted Lands of 
the Crown have been directed to be made out on behalf of divers 
persons who have applied for the same and their Associates; and 
whereas it is expedient, that prior to the issuing of any Grant 6f 
l .. and, enquiry should be made into the principles and character of 
such persons as may be desirous of becoming Settlers in this Pro-

L 
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vlnce, before they are admitted to take the Oaths and subscribe 
the Declaration by His :.Majesty's Instructions directed to be re
quired, Public Notice is hereby given that for the purpose aforesaid 
His Excellency Guy Lord Dorehester the Governor in Council has 
been pleased to nominate and appoint the followin~ persons to be 
Commissioners : 

William Lindsay, Sen. 
I.~ouis Deschenaux, Esquires, 
Le Chevalier Tonnancour, 
George Dame, Esquires, 
James Sawyers, 
:Fran9ois Corbin, Esquires, 
James 1\tl'Gill, 
])ierre Guy, Esquires, 
Patrick Conroy, Esquire, 
Rene Boileau, Esquire, 
Henry Ruiter, ~ 
John Ruiter, ' Esquires, and 
}lhilip Luke, 
1\lr. J esse Pennoyer, 

} at Quebec. 

} at Three Rivers~ 

} at William Henry. 

} at Montreal. 

at St. Johns. 
at Chambly. ! at MissisquQui Bay. 

and Public Notice is hereby further given, that all persons having 
obtain~d a "V arrant of Survey as herein before mentioned, or mean
ing to, apply for any such 'Varrant of Survey, do give unto one of 
the Commissioners herein before mentioned, a List containing the 
following particulars respecting them and c;ach of them,_ and also 
respecting each and every Associate connected with them, that is to 
say; the name, place of abode, and occupation, the religious de
nomination, the number of persons contained in the family, dis
tinguishing the Males from ihe Females, and also the number o£ 
those who are under the age of fourteen from that of those who 
are above, and the Township and place wherein he proposes to set
tle ; and likewise that .the said parties do transmit a Duplicate of 
the said List, containing such particulars as aforesaid,. to the Clerk 
of the Executive Council, and 'due considera.tiol) being had thereof, 
the said Commissioners shall with all convenient dispatch receive 
Instructions, specifying the names of the parties whom they shall 
be authorized to admit to take and make the Oaths and Subscription 
aforesaid, in order to their becoming Settlers in this Province. 
And Pugli~ Notice is hereby further given, that no person shall be 
deemed qualified to partake of His Majesty's Bounty, whose name 
to~ethcr 'vith the particulars herein before required, shall not be in
cluded in a List to be deHvcrerl in as aforesaid, or to reteive any 
Grant of Lands within this Province, who shall n_ot have given in 
or camed to be given in a statement of the particulars. herein before 
set forth. 
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Whereas divers persons have heretofore petitioned His Excellency 

the Governor in Council for Grants of various parcels of the vacant 
I~ands of the Crown in this Province, stating that they with their 
several Associates were desirous of becoming Settlers therein, upon 
which Warrants of Survey have been issued, for running the out
lines of several Townships as specified in various Petitions; 

And whereas by an Advertisement bearing date the lOth October 
last, inserted in the Quebec Gazette, Public Notice was given that 
all persons having obtained Warrants of Survey as therein mentioned, 
or meaning to apply for any such Warrant, should give io to one of 
the Commissioners therein named, a List containing the particulars 
therein set forth ; 

And Whereas by an Advertisement bearing date the twentieth of 
the same month, inserted in the Quebec Gazette, Public Notice was 
given that certain parts of the particulars required to be stated in such 
lists would be dispen~ed with ; and Whereas a few only of the appli
cants have hitherto complied with the tenor of the said Advertise• 
ment, and several other persons have lately petitioned His Excellen
cy the Governor in Council, for Grants of some of the Townships for 
which Warra~ts of Survey have ~een ordered ; 

Public Notice i~ therefore now given to all persons who have ob
tained Warrants of Survey or Orders of His Excellency the Gover
nor in Council, for any part of His Majesty's ungranted Lands in. 
this Province, to comply with the requirement contained in the said.' 
Advertisements, on or before the first day of August next, and that 
in the defau!t of such compliance they will be considered by Govern ... 
rnent to have relinquished their pretensions under any Order olf 
Council or 'V arrant of Survey that may have been directed in conse • 
quence, and that His Excellency the Governor in Council will therf J .. 

after proceed upon such subsequent Petitions as may have been pl' eo£ 
eented for Grants of the same Township. 

By Order of His Excellency the Governor in Council. 

(Signed) J. WILLIAMS, 

C. Ex.· C. 

Certified, 

HERMA~ W. RYLAND. 



(c.) 

_GENE_~~~ STATEMENT of the Lands granted in fi·ee and common Soccage in the Province of 
Lower-Uanada, within the undermentioned 'l'ownshifs, which have been laid out and ~ubdivid· 
ed since the year 1795, shewingalso the Proportiona Reservations for Crown and Cbrgy. 

.... .;, Number Reserva· Reserva-o-c Townships. By whom granted. Leaders of Townships. Date of the of Acres lions for tions for 
• ell 

the the 0 ... 
~c.: Patent· granted. Crown. Clerl!Y· -- ------- --- ----

1 Dunham • , •••••••.. Lord Dorchester. Thomas Dunn, Esq. , Feb. 2, 1796 ... 40895 8400 8400, 
I 

2 Brome •••••••••.••. General Prescott Asa PoTter~ Esq .•••• Aug. 18, 1797. 46200 9030 9030: 
3 [{ol ton ••••••••••• , . • Ditto •••••••• Nicholas Atlstin, •••• Ditto ..•••••. 62621 12190 1240o' 
4 Pot ton ••••••••••••• Ditto ••••••••. Lauchlan M' Lean ••• Oct. 31. ...... 6000 1260 1260 
5 Farnham •••••••••.. Ditto •••••••• , Samuel Gale, &c •••• Oct. 22, 1798 .• 23000 4830 4830 
6 Hinchinbrook ••••••• Ditto •••••••. Gilbert Miller •••••• Jan. 3, 1799 .• 5200 1040 1040 
7 Hemmingford, •••••• Ditto ••••••••. Robert Gordon. • ••• March 18 .•••. 20800 4160 4160 
8 Clifton ••••••••••••• Ditto , ••.••.. David Stewart. • ; •• June 13 •••••• 12600 2520 2520 
9 Armagh •••••••••••• Ditto ••••• , ••. Thompson and Blais •• July 13 .•••••• 2400 410 630 

10 l{awdon ••••••••••• Ditto •••••••. J ames Sa.wer ••••••. Do ••••••..•• 1900 400 400 
ll Chatham ..•• , .•.••• Ditto •••••••. {P.L.Panet & Wm.~ Do .•••••.•.•• 2200 410 410 

Fortune ••••••• 
12 Buckingham ••.••••• Sir R. S. Milnes • Capt. Robertson. • •• Nov. 27 . •.•.. 2000 420 420 
13 Dorset ••.••••.•••• Ditto •.••••• . John Black •••••• • • Dec. 30 .••.•. 53000 10710 10710 
14 Hunter£town •••••.. Ditto •••••••. John Jones •••••••. April 29, 1800. 24620 4600 4600 
15 Stoneham ........... Ditto ••••••• . Kenelm Chandler •••• May 14 .••... 24000 34't8 3428 
1() Tewkesbury •••••••. Ditto •• , , ••• . Capt. W ulf ........ , • Sept. 18 .••••. 2()00 400 400 

00 
M-



17 Stanbridge •••••••••. Ditto • ; •••••• Hogh Finlay, Esqr •••• Sept. 1. ....... . 
18 Grantham •••••••••• Ditto ••••••••• 'Villiam Grant •••••• May 14 .••••. 
19 Upton ••••••••••••• Ditto •••••.• • Dd. Alex. Grant •••.• May 21. ••.•••• 
20 Tewkesbury •••••.•. Ditto •••••••.• Denis Letourneau .•.. May 14 .•.••. 
21 Stanstead ••••••.•••• Ditto •••••••• lsaac Ogdeu •••..••. Sept. 27 .•.•.. 
22 Broughton •••••.••• Ditto •••••••• H. Jenkin & W. Hall. Oct. 20 ...••. 
23 Stukeley .•••••••••. Ditto •••••••• Samuel Willard ••••. Nov. 3 • .••••. 
24 Hereford ••••••••••. Ditto •••••• ~ . J ames Ran kin •.••••. Nov.6 .•••••. 
25 Eaton ••••••...•••• Ditto •••••••. Josia Sa.wer •••••••. Dec. 4 ••••••. 

;:: 

26 Shefford •••••..•••• Ditto ••.••••• J olm Savage ••••••. Feb. 10, 1801. 
27 Barnston ••..••••••• Ditto •••••••• Lester and Morrogh •. April11 •••••. 
28 Orford ••..••••••.•• Ditto ••••.••• Luke Knoulton .••••. May 5 ••••••• 
29 Newport ••••••••••• Ditto •••••••• Edmund Heard •.••.• July 4 .••.••. 
30 Stoke •••••••••.••• Ditto •.•••••. J ames Cowan ••••••• Feb. 13, 1802. 
31 Barford •..••• ; ••.•. Ditto •••••••• I. "\V. Clarke, Esq ••• April 15 ••.••. 

~Officers and Pri-~ 
32

1 

Windsor ............ Ditto •••••••• vates, Canadian July 14 •• ; ••. . Militia .•• · •.••. 
33,Chester •••••••••••• Ditto •• ~ ••••• Simon !VI'Tavish, Esq. July 17 •••.• 

~Officers and Pri-~ 
34 Simpson ...... .. .... Ditto •••••••• vates, Canadian Do •••••••••. 

Militia .•.••••• 
35 Halifax ••••••••••.• Ditto •••••••• Benjamin J obert .•••• August 7 .•••. 
36 Inverness ..••••••••. Ditto •••••••• Wm. M'Gillivray •••. August 9 .•••. 
37 Wolfstown ••••••••• Ditto •••••••• Nicholas Montour ••• August. 14 •••. 

41790 
27000 
25200 
24000 
27720 
23100 
23625 
2 3100 
25620 
35490 
23100 
14280 
11550 
43620 
27720 

50900 

11550 

42135 

11550 
11550 
11550 

----
865586 

8820 86101 
5250 

525~ 5210 500 
4610 4620 
5250 50-W 
5140 53401 
4200 4650! 
4620 4410 
5250 46201 
7098 70981 
4735 46931 
2899 2487: 
2310 231d 

10542 8912: 
5880 5670 

10641 10665 

2310 23101 

9326 8387' 

2310 2310 
2310 23 10 
2310 2310 

--- --
1752251171640 

00 
~ 



Q~ 

e ~ Townships. Bywhomgranted. Leaders of Townships. Date ofthe 
zc:s Patent. 
I-- ------- ----------------

Amount brought over .. 
38 Leeds ••••••••••••• Sir R. S. Milnes . fsaac Todd •••••••• August 14 .••• 

39 Stoke ••••••• ~ ••••. Ditto •••• • • •• {.Minor Childrenof} 
Wm. Boutillier. August 28 ••••• 

40 IrelaBd •••••.••.• , • Ditto ••.••••. Joseph Frobisher •••• August 20 ••••• 
41 Durham ••••...•••• Ditto ••• • •• ; · Thomas Scott ••••••• August 30 . •••• 
42 Sutton ••••••••••••• Ditto •••••••• Sundry per~tons •••••• August 31. •••• 
43 Compton ••••••••••• Ditto ••••••.. Jesse Pennoyer •••••• August 3L .••• 
44 Wickham .••••••••• Ditto ••••• ;; •• William Lindsay ••••• August 31. •••• 
45 Arthabaska ••••••••. Ditto •••••••. John Gregory .•.•••• September 30 •• 
46 Tbetford ••••••.•••• Ditto .••••••. John Mervin Nooth •. November 10 .. 
47 Ely •••••..•••.•••. Ditto •••••••• Amos Lay, junior •••. November 13 .• 
48 Roxton ••.••••.•••• Ditto •••••••• Sundry Persons •••••• Jan. 8, 1803 .. 
49 Ix"vorth •••• , •••••• Ditto •••••••• Mathew O'Mara •.•• Nov. 22, 1802. 
50 Buckingham •••••••• Ditto •••••••. Fortune and Hawley •• Jan. 22, 1803 .. 

~Officers and Pri. ~ 51 Granby •••••••••• -•• Ditto •••••••. vates, British Jan. 8, 1803 ... 
Militia •••••• 

52 Milton ..••.....•••. Ditto ••••• : • • Ditto ••..•••••.••• Jan. 29 ••••••• 
53 Clifton • • • • • • • • . • • Ditto •••••••• Sundry Persons •••••. 

1
March 5 ...••.. 

54 Bury •••••••••••••• Ditto • • ...... Cal vin May •••••••• [March 15 ••••• 
55 Hatley •••••••••••• Ditto ~ ••••••. Henry Cull .••••••• March 25 ••••• 
56 Ascot ... ., ......... Ditto •••••••• Gilbert Hyatt ....... April 21. ..... 

Number Rbc: rva-
of Acres lions tor 

the 
granted. Crown . 
--- ·· ---
865586 175225 

11760 2420 

1890 378 

11550 2310 
21991 4410 
39900 8000 
26460 5250 
23753 5364 
11550 2730 
23100 4620 
11550 2310 
24784 4620 

1260 210 
14910 3570 

38152 7908 

24518 6090 
23546 4914 
11550 2310 
23493 4890 
20188 4200 

Re~erva.-
tions for 

the 
Clergy. 
--· 
171640 

2630 

378 

2310 
4410 
7800 
5250 
4489 
2100 
4410 
2310 
4620 

420 
3360 

7977 

6273 
5064 

23101 
4}HO 
4200 

00 
0) 



57 Ditton ••• : :~ •• : • ••. Ditto •••••••• ·M. H. Yeomans .•••. May 13 ••••••• 
58 Clinton .•.••••••••• Ditto •••••.•. J. F. Holland •.••••• May 24 •.••••• 
59 Bulstrode ••••••••.. Ditto • ! ...... 

1
Patrick Langan •••••. May 27 •••••.. 

60 Kingsey ..•••••••• • Ditto •••••••• 
1
George Longmore. • , June 7 ••••••• 

61 Hemmingford ••••••. Ditto .•..•••• Sundry Persons . ••.• June 17 .•••• • 
62\Kildare ............ Ditto ••.••••• 

1

P. M. De La Valtrie. June 24 ..... . 
63

1

Clifton •••••••••••. Ditto • ~ •••••• Mary Barnet .•..••. July 23 •••••• 
64 Potton •••••.•••••• . Ditto •••••••• 

1
Henry Ruiter .•••••. July 27 •••••. 

65 Newpor~. " ........ Ditto •.•••••• N. Taylor .••••..•. August 4 .... . 
66

1

Brompton .••••••••. Ditto ••••••• J William Barnard •.•. November 27 . 
67 Shipton .••••••••••. Ditto .•.•••• .I Eimer Cushing ..••.. December 4 ••• 
68 St.anst~ad .•••••••••. D~tto •••••••• ;llichard Adams ••.•. December 6 ••• 
69,Tingwtck ••••••••••. Dttto •...••.• Sunury Persons .•. , . Jan. 23, 1804. 
7o

1

Warwick •.••••• , ••. D~tto •• , ••••• 'Ditto .••••••.•••• , Ditto •..•.•••. 
71 , Eaton •••.•••• , •••. Dttto ..•••.•• I saac Ogden ....•••. March 1 •.•.•. 
72 Westbury .• ~ •••.•.. Ditto ••••••• · iH el}ry Caldwell ...•. March 13 ••••. 
73 Hemmingford ••••••• Ditto •••••••• Dn. M'Naught ..•... March 27 ••••. 

I ~Officers and Pri-~ 
7 4 Nelson •••••••••••• Ditto • • • • • • • • vates of the Ca- April 21 ••••• 

I nadian Militia •• 
7 5

1 

Somerset •.. ., ...... . Ditto • : ~ •• : ; .

1

Ditto .. ...••.•••.•. Ditto .•••••.. 

W . d ·" · )MaryCharlotte de} 76
1 

Insor ••••••••••. Ditto .••••••• )C tll May17 ...... . 
~ as e e .•.... 

77 Tring : • • • • • •••.. . D~tto ••••••.• 
1

Sundry Persons ..•.. July 20 •••••. 
78,Hemmmgford ••••••• Ditto .••.•••. Mathew Scolt •••••. December 24 • . 

11 550 
11550 
24463 
11478 

8536 
11486 

7035 
27580 
12600 
40753 
58692 

1'276 
23730 
23940 

6300 
12262 

420 

38326 

38790 

420 

22995 
2520 

·---
1628193 

.. -

2310 2310, 
2510 2100 
4894 4894 
244H 2422 
1 , 07 1707 
1990 2520 
1594 16SO 
5516 5516 
2400 2400 
7800 8000 

11725 11739 
210 173 

5040 4620 
4830 48301 00 
1680 1890 -....:( 

2701 2462 
84 84 

7561 7743 

7483 7619 

84 84 

4400 4400 
504 504 

-- - -
331200 326558 



~ ~ · 

~ ~ Townships. 
Zjc.!) 

By whom granted. Leaders of Townships. 

---------- ------- ---------
Amount 

79\ Barns ton ••••••••••. Sir R. S. M.ilnes. Sundry Persons •.••. 

Ditto •••••••. {R.Henry Bruyere} 80 Rawdon •••••••.••• 
and Selby ••..• 

81 Kingsey .•••••.••••• D'tt {Major Hollaud's} 1 
· 

0 
• • • • • • • • family, &c. 

82 Hatley .••.••••••••• Ditto ••• '. •••• 

1

Moses Holt's family •. 
83 Ne,vton •.. , ••••••• , Ditto •••••••• C. De Lotbiniere •••• 
84 Onslow •• , •...•••.. Ditto •.•••••. Forsyth & Richardson. 
85 Melborne ....• , .••• Ditto ••••••• - ~ Henry Caldwell. •••. 
86 Chester.. . . • • •.••• D1tto •.•.••.. Sundry Persons .•••. 
87 Duds well ........... Ditto ••.••••• John Bishop ..••••. 
88 Wendover • • • • • . • . Ditto • : •••••. Sundry Persons .••.• 
89 Halifax ••..•••••••. Ditto •.••••.• Mathew Scott •••••. 
90 Durham •......••.. Ditto •••••••. St. F'rancois Indiaus .• 
91 'Stl.lnstead •••••....•. Ditto ••••••.• Sundry Persons ••••• 

92 Farnham •••••••.••. { Hon.J .Dunn} Jane Cuyler, &c ..•. President. 
93Hull. •.•••••••••••• Ditto •.••••.. Phi lemon W right •••. 
94 As ton ••••••.....••. Ditto ••••••.. ::lundry Persons ..••. 

95 Auckland .••••••••. Ditto •••••.•. { Fleury Descham· } 
bault & others. 

96 As ton •••• , •••••••• Ditto ••••••• • Joho Neilson .••••. 

Numb er 
Date of the of Acres 

Patent. granted. 
-------
brought over .• 1628193 
Jan. 7, 180 5 •• 2310 

January 14 •.• 3150 

January 28 ••• 11198 

February 21 •. 2304 
March 6. , ·, ••• 12961 
March 9 .•••• 1073 
April 3 •.•.• 26153 
April 11 ••••• 11707 
May 13 • •••• 11 632 
June 24 ••••• 12558 
June 25 •••••. 11243 
June 26 ••.•••• 8150 
August 2 ••••. 3578 

SPptember 9 •. 5040 

Jan. 3, 1806 .• 13701 
February 17 •. 27127 

April 3 .•.••. 23100 

June 27 •.... 1260 

Re;ma- ltc.eo , .• J 
lions for tion s fo 

the the 
Crown. Clergy . 

3312001326558 , 
152 

630 

2132 

374 
2331 

210 
5932 
2320 
2247 
2739 
2310 
1620' 

511 

600 

2482 
5454 

4400 

152 

420 

1908 

384 
2526 

210 
6184 
2320 
2483 
2266 

0 2520 
1365 

511 

2 802 

224 
484 

440 
~~ 
oj 

00 
00 



' 97JFrampton .••••••••• Ditto •• : ••••• 

Ditto •••.•••. 98 Gran by ••••••.••••• 

99 Acton .••• ........ Ditto .••••••. 

~ 
100 Eardley ..•••••••.•• Ditto •••••••. 
101 Buckland. • ••••••••• Ditto ••• , .••. 

102 Chatham •..•••••••• Ditto ••••.••• 

103 Lingwick .•••••••••• Ditto •••.•••. 
104 Lochaber . .••••••••.. Sir R. S. Milnes. 

2! 

105 Templeton •••••••••• Ditto •.••••••• 

1 06~Grenville ........... 
~ His Excel-~ le ncySir J .H. 

Craig, K. B. 
, G. Genl. &c. 

107 Ham . . • • • • ••••••• Ditto •••••••• 
108 Stanfold •. . ••••••••. Ditto •••••.•• 
109 Maddington ••••. •. Ditto .•••..•• 
llO'Ditto • . •••..•.•••• Ditto •.•• ; ••. 
111IActon •.•.••••...•. Thomas Dunn •• 

112 Gr~nby, Milton, &} 
Stmpson ••...•• 

Ditto •••••••. 

113 Hull ••••• ..•••••.•. Ditto . : • ••••• 
114 Frampton • . •••.•••. Sir J. H. Craig • 

1 
I 

I 

P. E. Desbarats, &c •• jJ uly 10 ••••• 
{Jn. Margaret Isa-~ IJ 1 3 bella Simpson. u Y • • • • • • 

Gother Mann, &c. July22 .••••• 
Sundry Persons •••.. August 22 .... 
Sundry Persons . •. .. November 26 •. 

~Col. Dl. Robert- ~ 
son and Dr. S. December 31 • ! 
Fraser .••••.• 

Sundry Grantees •••• March 7, 1807. 
Archd. M•Millan, &c. March 26 ••• . 
Ditto .•••••••••.. Ditto •••.••• 

Ditto ••••••••. , .. Jan. 28, 1808 .. 

Partial Grant. • •.•. February 6 . •. 
Jenkin Williams, &c. July 8, 1807 .. 
G. W. Allsopp .•.••. Dec. 24, 1808. 
Sundry Persons ••.•. December 1 ... 
G. Waters Allsopp .. July 22, 1806. 

Sundry Persons ••••. July 29 •••••. 

Robert Randall ••••. Sept. 21, 1807. 
Sundry Grantees •.•. Sept. 9, 1808 . 

11 569 I 
420 

228.'}9 
5250 

12182 

5250 

13650 
13261 

8949 

1260 

1260 
26810 

6005 
6033 

24004 

2520 

630 
12380 

----· 
1990730 

2212 

4800 
1390 
2433 

800 

2600 
3213 
2052 

211 

20 ) 

--
387555 

2200' 

48J 
1275! 
2367: 

I 

8001 

2400 
3291 1 

1829 

400 

200 
I 

---
381793 

00 
~ 



~;, c:-
Q 

• et! 0 .... 
lZ~ 

Townships. By whom granted !Leaders of Townships. Date of the 
Patent. 

Number lRe~ t>rva-~ Rrservaof Acres lions for I ion s for 
the the 

granted. Crown. Clergv . --·-------------1~. ~--------1---------1-------1- 1·--- ~---
Amount !brought over •• 11990730 !387 555 1 3~1793 115JWendover. o o. o •. , •. Sir J. H. Craig. Renj. & Alex Hart .• September 26 . 200 ll610nslow .•••.... o. Ditto 0 ••••• o. Roswell Minor, &c •• November 12.. 12667:! 

~ 
Windsor, Simp-~ 

1171 son, Somerset, & ( Ditto • , •••••. ~undry Persons. o •••. !December 27 .. I 3780 . -Nelson..... . • ) 
118'Farnham ...... o••o•· Ditto 0 ••••••• John Allsopp, &c ••• ,Feb. 11, 1809.! 10176 11 9

1
Sherrington ••• , •.. , Ditto .•••.••. Frs. Baby and others.

1

F ebruary 22 ... 120 Upton •....•••••• ,. Ditto o. o .•••. L. Schmidt and family. May 27 .••• o , 121 ;;;herrington ..•....•. Ditto ••.• o ... Susanand Mgt. Finlay. May 29 •••••.. 122 Wentworth •••.. o o •• Ditto •••••••• J. de Montmoulin, &c. June 3 •..•..• 123 Templeton., .•• 0 ~ ••• Ditto ••• 0 •• o o Sundry Grantees. 0 •• November 29 .. l24Stanstead, ••... 0 •••• Ditto ••• o .• o. Sir R. S. Milneso •••. March 12,1810. 125\Comptoo •. o .•..••.. Ditto •.•• o o •. Ditto •••• o 0 •••• o o •• Ditto. o o o ••.•. 126 Barnston .....• 0 •••• Ditto ••• o •• o Ditto ..•.•..•...••. Ditto , ...• o o • . 127~~henley. o •••••••• o. Ditto .•• o •••. J ames Glenny. • •••. May 1 ... o • o •• 128Snipton .••••• oo .... Ditto ••..••••• James Barnard ••• o•• July 10o. •o o .. 129 J \otto~ ... o o .... o o .. D~tto •••• o . o . Tho~as Shepherd •• 0. July 18 ....... 130 Grenville • o ....• , .•. Ditto 0 •••••••• Archtbald Campbell .. December 12 .. 131 Ely • . •.•••...• o• o. Ditto. o ••• o •. Doceas Higgins .•••• Jan.21, 1811 . 132 Newton ........•••. Dit_to .••••••. Saveusede Beaujeu,&c April25 ••• o •• o 

19278 
678 

8395 
12390 

133 Godmanchrster ...... Ditto .•. o •••. Robert Ellice, &c •.. May 10 ••••••. 134 Barnston .....••••.. Ditto • o o o •••. WilHam Somerville.. June 18 ...... . 

8620 
21406 
13110 
13546 
10298 

210 

~;~ [' 58512 
630 

1137 
25592 

3200 

58512 

CO 
0 



1135'Inverness •••....•••. Ditto •••••••. 
136 Kingsey • . ••••.•.. Ditto ••••••• 
137 Hemmingford .••••. Thos. Dunn, gent 
138 Hinchinbrook .••••• Sir Geo. Prevost. 
139Ham .....• , ••••.•• Ditto •••.•••. 
140 Chatham •..••• . •• , . Ditto •••.•••. 
141 Leeds .............. Ditto ••••••• • 
142 Eaton ...• .. . . . . .. Ditto ••.••.•. 
143

1
Sherrington .•••••• Ditto •..•••.. 

144\Godmanchester •••••. Ditto •••••••. 

Ditto .•• : •••. 145 Kingsey .•....••..•. 

1461Durkam •••••••.•.. Ditto ••••••.• 

Ditto ••••.••. 147 Leeds •....•••••.•. 

14R Hemmingford .••••.. Ditto •••••..• 
149 Lingwick •••••••••. Ditto •..••• -.. 
t5or-\scot • • ••••••••••. Ditto ••.•••• , 

Robert Skinner ..•••• Ditto •••••.... 
Edward Baynes •.••. Ditto ••••••••. 
Stephen Sewell •••. September 18 .. 
Lt. Col. R. Ellice, &c. December 30 , 
Mart ha Mitcheil ••••. December 31 .. 
Sundry Persons •••... Jan. 10,1812 .• 
George Hamilton .••. Decembf'r 7 ... 
J oseph Cummhjgs .... December 17 .. 
Hon. J . Young.. . . December 30 .. 
~John M'Kindlay} 

and others .•.. 
Jan. 4, 1814 .. 

{ Donald M' Lean} 
and family ••• 

January 11 •... 

Ditto .••.•••.••••.. Ditto •••.••••. 
{John Palmer and} 

Rich. Sheppard. 
March 3 .••••• 

John Graves & others. March 16 ..... 
Hon. John Young .••. March 21 .•••. 
J ames Bangs •••••••. March 26 .••.. 

ToTAL 

600 
600 

3200 
3719 
1200 

13319 
8002 
200 

17000 
200 

------
2203709!445660439705 

~ ...... 
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(D.) 

Louis MoNTIZAMBERT, Esquire, Acting SPcretary of the Province, 
appeared before your Committee : 

Q. How long have you acted as Provincial Secretary ? 
A. Since the beginning of June last. 
Q. Are there any other or further charges upon applications for 

Lands, either in respect of certificates, or stationery or enrollments, 
or in any other manner or way than the Fees established in Decem
ber 1797, taken in your Office ? 

A. The Fees established in the year 1797 relate to the passing 
of the Patent. There are two sorts of certificates relating to Lands 
delivered in my Office : the one is to certify whether particular Lots 
have been granted or not, the other is to <:ertify that certain Lots 
have been granted, that is to say, after the passing of the Patent. 

The Fees charged upon this, are regulated by a Tariff which I 
found huog up in the Office and of which I will send the Committee 
an extract, these Fees were exacted by my predecessors in Office. 
The three last items in this Tariff, I consider to relate to Certificates 
granted after the passin~ of the Patent. 1 do not recollect having 
granted any Certificates under these last mentioned Items. 

Q. Are these certificates required in all cases where application is 
:(Ilade for \Vaste Lands of the Crown ? 

A. Yes, where Grants have already been made; the object of the 
Certificate being to prevent other persons from obtaining Grants of 
the same Lot from the Crown. There is a third kind of Certificate 
granted in my Office, to certify that no Patent has issued for a par
ticular Township. The Fee of Enrollment is established by an 
Art of the Provincial Legislature: it was originally established, by 
an old Act of the Provincial Parliament, that the Secretary of the 
Province should enroll all Patents, at the rate of Ten Shillings per 
Patent. By the Act passed two or three years ago, the J,egislature 
augmented the Fees of the Secretary of the Province, by allowing 
him for every Patent containing more than two thousand words, six 
pence for every hundred words. Previous to the passing of the latter 
Statutr, the Secretary of the Province, had been in the habit of rew 
quiring and receiving Six Shillings and eight pence for each Skin of 
Parchment used in the Enrollment ; altho' nothing is said of the 
expense of Parchment, in either of the above .. mentioned Statutes, 
I have continued like my predecessors in office, to require anJ re
ceive Six Shillings and eight pence, cQnceiving that the Fee allowed 
by law was not intended to comprise the expenses of Parchment, as 
in some cases the expense of Parchment would swallow up a very 
con!;iderable part of the Fees. 

Q. Are these Certificates required for each applicant, or may they 
comprise Lots applied for by many ? 

.t\.. They may com:rrise any number of Lots ill the same Township, 
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without producing any augmentation in the Fees. Ifthe Lands are 

in many Townships, the Fee is higher, as regulated by the before
mentioned Tariff. 

Q. At what time, and by what authority was the said Taritf estab· 
lished? 

A. I do not know under what authority, but this will appe~r by 
the Tariff itself, of which a copy will be sent. ' 

The Tariff mentioned above is as follows : 

Extract from a Table of Fees taken in the Provincial Secretarfs 
Office, and posted up therein. 
For a Land Certificate, for one or two persons in one Township-

Two Shillings and Six pence. 
In two Townships-Five Shillings. 
For more than two persons in one Township-Five Shillings. 
And in two Townships-Ten Shillings. 

A true Extract, 

Ls. MONTIZAMBERT. 

Quebec, lOth March 1823. 

The Honourable HERMAN WITsiUs RYLAND, appeared before your 
Committee; 

Q. How long have you been Clerk of the Executi vc Council, and 

what are the duties of that Office ? 
A. It was about the month of June or July, shortly before Lord 

Dorchester went home, that I was commissioned by him as Clerk 
of the Executive Council. The Duties of this Office are divided 

into two Branches, the one relating to Waste and reserved Lands of 

the Crown, and the other relating to matters of State. 
Q. What was the Salary of that Office when you entered upon it, 

have there been any and what changes therein, and what is the ex

pense of the existing establishment of the Executive COtmcil Office ? 
A. The Salary when I entered the Office was One Hundred 

. Pounds per Annum, with an allowance of Fifty Pounds for Station

ery, Firewood and Printing ; the Clerks were provided by Govern

ment, sometimes one, sometimes two or three, as the duties of the 

Office required, some changes were made about the year 1799, 

when I was in England; at that time a letter was written by the 

Secretary of State, the Duke of Portland, directing an allowance of 
Four Hundred Pounds sterling a year, in lieu of the former Salary 

and allowance. A second change took place in the year 1813, on 

my resigning the situation of Governor's Secretary, when a letter af

terwards was received from the Se~retary of State, directing that a 
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8alary of five hundred Pounds sterling a year should be given t<J 
me, fifty pounds st~rling a year a\lowanee for contingent expenses; 
one hundred pounds a year, for an Assistant Clf!rk. A subsequent 
change took place in the time of the Duke of Richmond, iu conse
quence of a Report made by the Council, without any application 
fmm me, recommendine; that a Salary of Ten Shillings a day should 
be granted to the A~sistant Clerk. 

Q. Were there any and what Fees received in the said Office dur .. 
ing the time that the Honourable W. Osgoode was Chief Justice of 
this Province ? 

A. In consequence of an application from me, about the year 
1797, an Order of the Governor in Council was made, renewing, in 
my favour, the Fees that were established by the Ordinance of the 
year 1 '780, more particularly with respect to applications for Waste 
Lands of the Crown. This application was made on my part, in 
consequence of the excessive number of Petitions that were present• 
ed, w htm, comparatively speaking, few of the applicants had a chance 
of obtaining Grants of the Waste Lands of the Crown, which occa
sioned me an overwhelming accumulation of business without any re
muneration. The only other Fee was two shillings and six pence for 
each Money Warrant, which had been received from the earliest es· 
tablishment of th e Council. There was also a Fee of six pence for 
every hundred words for transcripts of procee<Jings had on applications 
from Individuals. Since that pr riou, transcripts of Reports have al .. 
ways been furnished without any additional charge, the fifteen shil· 
lings and six prnce having always IJeen considered as a remuneration 
for such service. 

Q. "\V ere there any changes made in the said Fees during the 
times that the Honourable Mr. Elmsley and the Honourable Mr. All
cock were severally Chief Justices of this Province? 

A. None that I recollect. 
Q. Were the matters concerning Lands originally enregistered ill 

Books exclusively appropriated to that purpose? 
A. Only subsequently to the year 1791. 
Q. Have they continued to be so, and are the said Books open 

and public, and were they so at any previous time, and when did 
they cease to be so ? 

A. Previous to my heio~ Clerk of the Cou~1cil, the Land proceed
ings were open for general inspection, but for the last twenty years 
thPy have not been so; but I consider it as part of my duty to give 
the fullest information of all proceedings relative to applications of 
Individuals. 

Q. Do the said Books contain copies of all such parts of His Ma.. 
jesty's Instructions as relate to the Waste Lands of the Crown ? 

A. I believe they do, as it has ht>en usual with Governors on their 
entering upon their Office to communicate to the Council their In
structions relative to the granting of the Waste Lands of the Crown, 
as by those Instructions no Grant can be made without the advice of 
the Council. 
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Q. Do they contain His Majesty's Instructions of the :fifteenth of 
August 1797, and is there any subsequent Instruction contained 
therein revoking or setting aside the said Instructions of the :fifteenth 
of August 1797? 

A. There are Copies or Extracts of Letters from the SE>cretary of 
State, changing, in a Ct>rtain degn~e, the Orders contained in what is 
called the Royal Instructions with re~ard to the Waste Lands of the 
Crown? · 

Q. Are there any such Letters cancelling or setting aside the par. 
ticular Instructions in question? 

A. I cannot say. 
Q Have any and what measures been taken to render public as 

well the Royal Instructions relative to the \Vaste Lands of the Crown 
as any changrs or modifications thereof which may have been made 
by any Letter or Letters from His Majesty's Secretary of State, for 
the time being ? 

A. I do not recollect any publication of the Royal Instructions 
since I came into Office. 

Q. Do the Royal Instructions to His Excellency the late Lord 
Dorchester, after the passing of the Constitutional Act, correspond 
with the Instructions to His Excellency the Earl of Dalhousie ; and 
have the Royal Instructions to each successive Governor since that 
period corresponded with the said Instructions to His Excellency the 
Earl of Dalhousie ? 

A. I believe they are all word for word the same. 
Q. Have the Letters from His Majesty's Secretary of State, chang

ing or modifying the Royal Instructions been kept prhate, or have 
the same, in any manner and how, been published ; and in what par_ 
ticulars do they change or modify the said Royal Instructions? 

A. I consider them as communicated for the information and g-ui
dance of the Executive ( ouncil in thP.ir proceedings upon applica
tions for Grants of Waste Lands of the Crown, and not intended to 
be published, unless specially ordered by the advice of the Council. 
I cannot take upon myself to say how far and in what manner they 
change or modify the Royal Instructions. , 
Q. Are they Orders in particular cases, or general Orders intended 

to apply to all cases and to modify or change the Royal Instructions 
generally? 

A. I think that any changes directed in them apply generally. 
Q. Are the Instructions and Orders st>nt by His Excellency the 

Earl of Dalhousie, relative to the Waste Lands of the Crown, at the 
prayer of the House of Assrmbly,as well in the last as in the present 
Session of the Provincial {Jarliament, and certified by you as Clerk 
of the Executive Council and by the Secretary of llis Excellency the 
Governor in Chief, all His Majesty's Instructions and Orders in that 
behalf? 

A. I cannot take upon myself to say whether they are or not. 
Q. At what time were His Majesty's Instructions relative to the 
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Grant of Lands to discharged Soldiers and Militia Men who served 
during the la:st war wtth the United States received, and did the 
same contain any Order that the Lands should be granted as a reward 
for services and without Fees or not? 

A. I cannot say. 
Q. Have you required and received fifteen shillings and six pence 

upon applications for Land by the said discharged Soldiers and Mi
litia Men at any time and when ? 

A. l should have thought myself authorized to have taken fifteen 
shillings and six pence upon the PPtitions of such persons, until an 
Order was made by the Governor in Council reducing the Fee to five 
shillings; but if that Fee has been demanded previous to that Order 
it has been in very few instances indeed. 

Q. Was there at any time, and when, and by whom presented to 
His Excellency the Governor in Chief, a Petition of divers Militia. 
Men relath e to this claim of fifteen shillings and six pence, and what 
was done thereupon ? 

A. A Petition was presented, to the best of my recollection, in 
the month of June 1821, by Mr. Vallieres de St. Real, on behalf of 
sundry Officers, non-commissioned Officers and Privates of Militia, 
stating their inability to pay the Fee of fifteen shillings and six pence 
each on their applications for Grants of Waste Lands, which Petition 
was reported on by a Committee of the whole Council, and with my 
entire consent the Fee was reduced -to five shillings each. 

Q. Were there any and what measures taken to render the said 
change public, and how and when was the same communicated to 
the said Petitioners ? 

A. None; but since that time, I have confined myself to that Re
port in all Fees taken from non-commissioned Officers and Privates 
of Militia. A copy of that Report was not applied for 'till about a 
few weeks ago, ancl upon my hearing that it was applied for, I imme
diately furnished Mr. Vallieres de St. Real, as Agent for the Peti
tioners, with an attested copy of that Report. 

Q. Were the contents of the said Report made known to the par
ties in any manner, and how, or to any and what Officer or Officers 
of Government ? 

A. It has been the invariable practice in the Office not to furnish 
copies of Reports unless by special Order of the Governor, or on ap .. 
plication from the parties interested. 

Q. Is the charge of fifteen shillings aml six pence inscribed upon 
the Table of Fees for Land or upon any other Table hung up in the 
Office as required by His Majesty's Instructions? 

A. Yes; this charge is inscribed upon a Table of Fees relating to 
Land business as well as to other matter of Office which is hung up in 
the Office. 

Q. Since the Order of His Excellency in Council, in June 1821, 
reducing the charge from fifteen shillings and six pence to five shil
lings ip respect of Militia Men has any alteration been made in th~ 
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!aid public Table of Fees and any notice given of the said charges 
thereby or in any other manner? 

A. No; except by communicating the Report to Mr. Vallieres as 
above stated, but ever since, the Fees taken have corresponded with 
that Report ; the Table has been ever since stuck up in the O.tice 
with the former. 

Q. Does the said Report in Council of June 1821, extend to Of. 
ficers of Militia and to discharged Soldiers ? 

A. I have not considered it to extend to Officers when they apply 
separately, but when petitioning en Corps with non-commiss~oned 
Officers and Privates it has invariably been extended to them also. 

Q. Has there been any, and what number of Petitions for Lands 
by Militia Men and discharged Soldiers ? 

A. Very few have applied for Lands as discharged Soldiers to my 
knowledge, there have been Orders in favourofaconsiderable number 
of Militia Officers, within the last four years, but very few Orders in 
favour of PriTates, indeed very few applications for Privates have been 
made with the exception of the above mentioned one, made by :Mr. 
Vallieres de St. Real in behalf of a hundred and ten Officers, non
commis~ioned Officers and Privates ofthe Militia and the discharged 
corps ofVoltigeurs. 

Q. Do you think that the applications by Militia Men, with the 
exception of the aforesaid application of Mr. Vallieres, amounted in 
number to twenty-eight ? 

A. \Vith respect to this question I cannot say ; but I think there 
cannot be more than seven since the late Order in Council. 

Q. Are you now, and have you been for any, and what length of 
time, a Commissioner and Treasurer of the Board for managing the 
Estates heretofore belonging to the late Order of the Jesuits, and 
during any and what period of time also Chairman of that Board ? 

A. I have been a Commissioner since the year 1807 or 1808. I 
have been Chairman of that Bo.ard about seven or eight years by se

niority. 
Q. Is there any, and what quantity of ungranted Land fit for culti

vation within the Seigniories belonging to the said Estates, and are 
there any and what Fees required and received, and by whom, upon 
Grants of Land within the same ? 

A. I believe there are very considerable quantities of ungranted 
JJands within those Seigniories; no Fees are taken that I am acquaint
ed with ; the conditions are the same with those of other Seigniories. 

Q. Was there at any time and when made by the said Board an 
Order that no Petitions for Grants of Land within the said Seignioriea 
would be received or any other Order of a like purport? 

A. As those Seigniories are in possession of the Crown and under 
the immediate direction of His Majesty, I do not feel myself autho
rized to enter into any particulars respecting them, without the ex
press permission of His Majesty's Representative. 

Q. Are not the jaid Seiiuiories held by His Majesty iu trwt to ap .. 
0 



ply the rent!!, i~mes, a.nd profits thereof to the purposes of Education, A. I must return the same Answer to this question. Q. Have the same been so applied, or have they been applied to any other and what purposes, and to what amount? 
A. I return the same Answer. 
Q. Have not portions of the said estates been latterly alienated and disposed of, and to what purposes were th.e prices for what the. same were sold applied ? 
A. Same Answer. 
Q. \Vhat is the average amount of the revenues of the said Estates? A. Same Answer. 
Q. Have the Commissioners for managing the said Estates taken charge of the College situate in this City, and do they receive any and what rent for the same as Barracks or use to which it is now appli~>d ? 
A. Same Answer. 
Q. Have the said Commissioners ever applied for or received from His Majesty's GovernmPnt in England any Order or Instructions to apply the said rents, issues and profits to any other purpose than the purpose of education ? -
A. Sam~ Answer. 
Q. Is there not in the Office of His Majesty's Council an Order directing that the same shall be applied to the purpose of Education, and what is the date of the said Order, and why has the same been disobeyed? 
A. Same Answer. 
The Honourable JosEPH REMY VALLIERES DE ST. REAL, Spea. ker of the House of Assembly, gave the following information : In the course of 1820 I was charged by som~ Officers of the late Embodied Militia, to make application to Government for Lands for them and some Militia Men. and in fact obtained some for one Serjeant and two Militia Men upon a first Petition. I paid two shillings and six pence for each perwn to the Surveyor-General for the Certificate of Vacancy, fifteen shillings and six-pence to the Clerk of the Executive Council for his Fees, and ieven shillings and six-pence to the Surveyor-General for the Location Certificate : finding those disbursements Jarge, I resolved to present no new Petitions without first asking for a reduction in favour of the Officers & Militia Men, and I accordingly presented a Petition to his Excellency the Governor in Chief, about the month of May 1821, on behalf of several Officers of Militia and Militia Men, praying his Excellency would order that they should be exempted from the disbUJSement of any monies, for obtaining their Lands. I received no answer to that Petition until towards the early part of last week, when having presented a Peti ... tion to his Excellency the Gt~vernor in Chief, on behalf of several Officers of Militia for Lands in the Townships of N orton and 'Varwick and having carried that Petition to the Executive Council, to which it wai referred by his Excellency, I received, on the part of the Clerk 
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ef-the Executive Council, the Paper Writing which I' now produce, 
containing a Resolution of the Coundl, grounded as I believe on my 
Petition aforesaid, prese-nted in May 1821, and approved so early 
as the 2d June 1821.. 

The Paper Writing produced by Mr. Vallieres de St. Real is as 
follows: 

ExTRACT of a Report dated 8 May 1821, made by a Committee or 
the whole Council, and approved by his Excellency the GoTernor 
in Chief in Council 2d June 1821. 
" The Committee have proceeded to the consideration of the Peti

tion of the Officers and Privates of the Militia respecting the Fees to 
be paid upon their application for Land, as well as the representation 
of the Clerk of the Executive Council thereon.:' 

"The Committee are humbly of opinion, that the Fee of Five shil.:O 
Iings to the Clerk of the Council, for all his proceedings in each case, 
as proposed in his representation, is a very moderate and reasonable 
compensation for his trouble ; and they conceive that the same sum 
to the Surveyor General for his services, antecedent to the issuing of 
the Letters Patent, would be sufficient if in each of the Militia. 
Townships an Agent was appointed as in Hull, Rawdon, Kildare,&c. 

" With respect to the Patent Fees, the Committee are humbly 
of opinion, that as the Lands ordered to be granted to Militia are in 
reward of services rendered to the Crown, the Patent Fees cannot 
ee charged against them.'• 

Certified. 

H. ,V. RYLAND. 

CoPY of the Representation from the Clerk of the Executive Couu.
cil referred to in the foregoing Report. 

" On the Petition of sundry Officers and Privates of the Militia, 
" to be relieved from the payment of the usual Fees to the Clerk of 
" the Executive Council on Petitions for Grants of the \'Vaste Lands 
" of the Crown, that Officer begs leave to observe: 

" That he has always been disposed to wave a strict application 
" of the Orders in Council, respecting his Fees of Office in cases of 
" this nature. 

" That in the year one thousand eight hundred, when the Colonels 
" of the British and Canadian Militia came forward for the purpose 
" of obtaining Grants of Land for the Officers, Non-Commissioned 
" Officers and Privates who had served during the Siege of Quebec, 
'' he most willingly acceded to a proposal that the Fee to be paid to 
" the Clerk of the Council should be commuted for five shillings for 
" each individual included in the Petitions of the Commanding 
" Officers, and he is disposed to acquiesce with clteerfulne»i in any 
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" regulation which the Governor and Council may think proper te. 
" adopt on the present occasion. 

" He will only further remark that the business done in the Exe
" cutive Council Office at the instance of Individuals, and with a 
" view to their personal benefit, lays upon him a burthensome duty, 
" and obliges him, at his own Pxpense, to provide additional assis
" tance beyo~d what the establishment of the Council Office affords." 

(Signed) HERMAN W. RYLAND. 

Executive Council Office, { 
Quebec, 19th Feb. 1821.5 

Certified. 

JI.W.R. 

MARCEL DroNNE, of Nicolet, Yeoman. appeared and itated, that 
1\e is married, and has a wife and three children, that he served 
during thP late war in the Fourth Battalion of Embodied Militia, 
commanded by Colonel V oyer, during twenty months ; he produced 
a discharge signed by Colonel V oyer, which certifies that be served 
from the month of May 1813 until the fourth of November 1814; 
he is proprietor of a. Land at Nicolet by virtue of a Donation for an 
annuity made to him by one of his Uncles. 

Q. Have you ever made any application for Lands ·as a Militia 
Man? 

A. I made application about four years ago. being then a Bache
lor, jointly with seventeen or eighteen other young men who had 
!erved in the Militia, for Lands in a Township in rear of Nico!et ; 
I, and also the others went to inspect the Lands, we even paid the 
Surveyor thirty-three Dollars to point them out to us, and survey 
them if we should find that they suited us; but having heard that 
we should be obliged to make and keep up all the roads and make 
the clearings, ditches and works along Division lines between such 
of our Lands as might border on the Crown and Clergy Lands, we 
abandoned our project of settling there: this information we acquired 
of the Surveyor above-mentioned, who had in his hand a Diagram 
of the Township, and pointed out to us the Lands by referring to the 
Diagram : we moreover incurred other expenses to obtain those 
Lands ; we paid a Notary for drawing up a Petition, we paid an 
Agent to repair to Quebec to solicit on our behalf, and obtain our 
Lands ; he made several trips thither, for each of which we were 
obliged to pay him, I had besides, as well as several others, incurred 
some expense for procuring Instruments to work with in opening 
those Lands, and for Provisions, in the hope of soon commencing the 
Bettlement, and all those expenses became useless, and this project 
being abandoned by most of us, we sought to procure Lands else. 
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where in the neighbouring Seigniories, where they might be settled 
with greater facility, and the road lahour and oth.er works above
mentioned be so performed jointly with their neighbours and with. ' 
the other Inhabitants thereabout. 

The object of my presentjourney to Quebec, was to procure fur .. 
ther information respecting the means of obtaining Lands as having 
served in the Militia, and I performed the journey at this seaso11 
having heard that we have only until the month of May for coming 
forward: having heard since my arrival here that it was. necessary t() 
pay something further in order to obtain them, and having already 
expended much money, I think I shall be obliged to give the matter 
up-1 now hold the discharge of another Militia Man who has re
quested me to act for him respecting the same object, in procuring 
Lands for him, bu.t I shall not do so because he will not disburse 
any money, he has told me to sell his share if I could, and to get for 
it what I could. I know a great number of young men in the Parislt 
of N icolet, in which I live, and in the neighbouring Parishes, ~ h() 
are !situated as I am and who have abandoned their endeavours to pro• 
cure these Lands for the same reasons as mine ; discouraged by tha 
obstacles and expenses, many of them have gone to settle in the- Sei .. 
gniories in which they have been able to procure Grants of Land, and 
the others are endeavouring to procure some. 

JEAN BAPTISTE DEs ILETs, of Nicolet, Yeoman, appeared and 
says, that he is married and has a wife and one child, that he was a 
Serjeant in the First Battalion of Embodied :Militia, commanded by 
Colonel Taschereau, during thirteen months, from the eleventh. 
February 1814 to the eight March 1~15, and he makes precisely 
the same statements, adding that he is !he bearer of two discharge• 
besides his own, that the persons to whom those discharges were 
given have also directed him to try to sell thej)' ~Lrj~s if he could 
get a fair price, and to get for them as mucy '}!'! h~ukf!get for hh, own. 

ALEXANDRE PINARn, of ~icolet, Yepn, t\ten appeared and 
stated that he is a Bachelor, and tnat he served as Militia Man in 
the First Battalion of Embodied Militia, from the twenty-fourth 
February 1814 to the eighth of M~rch 1815, and he makes exact
ly the same statements as in the two foregoing depositions, adding 
that he is the bearer of another discharge besides his own, and espe
cially of one from his brother, who was a Corporal in ~he Fifth Batta• 
lion of Embodied Militia, and who directed him not to sell his lot i£ 
it should be near the Parish of Nicolet, which is his place of resi
dence, but otherwise to get for it the price at w hi eh he might sell hit 
own. 

JA.CQUES MoRIN, of the Parish of St. Vallier, Yeoman, a Captain of 
Militia, appeared before your Committee, and being examined made 
answer as follows : 

Q. Have you a knowledge of the quality of the Crown I..~ands ill 
rear of the Seigniories of St. Gervais and S'te. Anne du Sud iuclusiyet' 
and lVhat is their quality ? 
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_.\. I know those Lands, having been in the habit of hnnting_ there 

seven or eight days at a time, almost every year for the la~t. twenty
five . years: the Land in general is fine, it is mountainous in rear of L'llet, St. Thomas, and St. Fran<;ois, but it is level in rear of St. Valier, where the Lands at the distance of four Leagues are th~ finest I have seen in our parts; those which are mountainous, contain much good Land, very fit for cultivation. I have gone fourteen 
leagues into the Interior, and found the Lands good: were the Crown to grant to the Militia Men of each Parish the Lands al~ng the rear 
of eaeh Parish, it would be beneficial to the Militia Men, and the country would thereby be enlarged, for a removal to the Upper parts
of the country is considered by the Militia Men to be a removal to too great a distance, and being in the neighbourhood of their relations would contribute more to their support, it would also do them an 
'honour to keep those Lands as having been given them by the King for their services. The men of my Company wish to have their 1 .. -ands at the extremity of the :-;eigniory, to be enabled to settle them, and they would go thither immediately, and it is their intention soon 
to present a Petition to His Excellency the Governor in Chief for permission so to do. 

JosEPH BoucHETTE, Esquire, Surveyor-General of Lower~Canada, appeared before your Committee. 
Q. What is the entire quantity of Land required (or the Militia 

who served during the last war with the United States, according to the proportions ordered by His Majesty ? 
A. Not knowing the exact number of men who served in the Six Battalions of Incorporated Militia and Voltigeurs, I cannot speak with certainty, it must however exceed seven hundred thousand Acres. 
Q. What is the quantity of Land which has been laid out for this purpose, and the quantity under Location Certificate or Patent ? 
A. The quantity of Land surveyed and laid out in the Field for 

the Militia, amounts to two hundred and fifty-seven thousand acres, the quantity located, sixty-three thousand six hundred, the greater part thereof to Officers, some of whom having fulfilled the condition• of settlement, have obtained their Grants under Letters Patent. 
Q. \Vhat proportion of Land is granted to Officers, and what to Non-Commissioned Officers and Privates ? 
A. The quantity of Land to be granted to Officers, Non-Com

missioned Officers and Privates who have served in the late American War, in the Incorporated Corps of Militia is as follows: 
Lieutenant Colonel •••••••• Twelve hundred Acres. 
Major ••••••••••••••••••. One thousand do. 
Captain; ••• ~ ••••••••••••• Eight hundred do. 
Subaltern ..••••••••••••••• Five hundred do. 
Serjeant Major •••••••••••• Three hundred do. 
Quarter Master Serjeant •••. Three hundred do. 
Serjeant •••••••••••••••• Two hundred do. 
Private •••••••••••••••••• One hundred do. 
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Q. What Fee~ were ori~inally required and received by the dif. 
ferent Officers of Government on Grants of Land ? 

A. I cannot positively answer in respect to the Fees required and 
received by other Officers of Government, more especially as they 
may be called upon, and are the most fit to state the same, but with 
respect to my .Fees as Surveyor General of this Province, I beg tct 
refer to the following statement : 

Fees received by the Surveyor General by virtue of several Orders 
in Council. 

First order in ~On Patent Grants. per thousand acres £0 15 Council daterl O 
Fourth Oecc:m . n Water Lots, per per hundred feet front 2 6 I 
ber 1797. Proportion?] encrease above that quantum. 
Second order ~Upon every Diagram .••..•....••••••• • J!O 10 

~~t~;~fec:~·otb . Every Certificate of Vacancy. . . . • • • • • • 0 ~ 
Dect'mber Every ~earch . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • . • • 0 1 
1805. Every Description, per Lot. • • • • • • • • • • • 0 1 
Co~~~~.d~~~~r7:~ 5 Upon every Location Certificate •••••••• £ 6 
November 18l8, (And for Printing and Stationery.... • • • • • 0 1 

0 
6 
3 
3 
8 
0 

Fourth order in { For every Location Certificate to the 
Council,dated 8th M"l"t" tu Ma1 1821. 1 1 ta •••••••••••••• . ••••••••••••• •ct:,O 5 0 

Q. Can you say what are the number of Applications made by the 
Militia for Lands ? 

A. I cannot state the number of Applications that have beea 
made by the Militia for Lands, however upon an average calculation 
about one hundred and sixty thousand acres were certified to them, 
chiefly to Officers. 

Q. Have the 1\'Iilitia obtained Lands in any other Townships thaa 
those specially set apart for that purpose ? 

A. Yes, in several other Townships, namely, Upton, Aston1 
Kingsey, Stukely, Kilkenny, Horton, Warwick and Dudswell. 

Q. Have there been any and what changes taken place in the ' 
:Fees, taken in the different Offices for Lands so applied for, when~ 
and how? 

A. The only changes which have to my knowledge taken place, is 
latterly in respect to the Militia, and that by an Order of Council of 
the eighth May 1821, by which the Fee allowed to the Clerk of the 
Executive Council is rt>rluced from :fifteen shillings and six pence 
per Application, to five shillings; and my Fee as Surveyor General is 
also reduced from seven shillings and eight pence to five shillings: with 
respect to other changes they have already been stated in my answer 
to the third question. 

Q. What causes in your estimation have retarded the Grants te 
the Militia ? 

A. I cannot positively say; perhaps it may be attributed to the in
tricate forms which Militia :Men must go through, previous to ob
taining their Location, and the necessity of employing Notaries and 
ethers to draw up Petitions for them at con'Siderable e:xpense. Were it 
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possible to simpliry the present system of granting Lands to the Mi· 
litia, it would not only obviate those difficulties and delays, but be 
an inducement for them to come forward. 

Q. Do you not apprehend that if Lands had been tendered to the 
Militia without Fees, and in the proximity of the respective Parishes 
\V here they reside, as much as possible, settlements of Militia. Men 
might and would have been effected ? 

A. I do not conceive that a tender of Lands to th'e Militia without 
Fees would have materially promoted settlements of Militia Men in 
·the proximity of the Parishes they reside in, nor do I conceive the 
Fees as now reduced eau prevent them from coming forward for 
their Locations, especially when the Patent Fees are not to be char-

. ged them, therefore that compensation is as little as can be reason
ably allowed to Officers of Government for additional Duties. With 
respect to laying out Lands in the proximity of the Parishes in which 
Militia Men reside, it is not practicable in many parts of this Province, 
especially in the Districts of Montreal and Three-Rivers, but might 
be carried into effect in this, on the South side of the S:tint Lawrence, 
below Quebec; although the Lands may be found sufficiently good, 
they are not equal in quality to those appropriated for the Militia, in 
the vicinity of Craig's road ; besides were Grants to the Militia. 
made in the rear of the respective Seigniories, it might be attended 
with considerable expense ; but admitting that Lands were tendered 
without Fees to the Militia, the greater part of them are destitute 

· ()f the means of entering upon, and fulfilling the conditions of 
their Location, although moderate, and also a great majority thereof, 
who are not at all inclined to settle on new Lands ; which induces 
me to observe that if Militia Establishments are to be encouraged, a. 

..(listinction should be made between those who are desirous of bona 
fide settling, and those who (equally entitled to the King's bounty) 
after receiving their Location dispose of the same; if therefore a. 
Township in each Di~trict was appropriated for the sole purpose of 
immediate settlement under superintendance, and that one year'i 
provisions together with implements of Agriculture, &c. were allowed 
to such as would settle therein, I entertain no doubt of the most 
beneficial effect resulting therefrom. 

Q. Do you think that the Militia Men of the District of Mont~ 
real could be induced to remove the distance from their homes that 
~everal Militia Townships stand in ? . 

A. For the reason already stated, I do not conceive that Militia 
Men would be induced to move from the District of Montreal to the 
Townships already allotted for them in the Districts of Quebec and 
Three-Rivers, unless a provision were made to enable them to do so, 
nor even then would it be as convenient as if the Lands were situated 
in their District. 
_ Mr. WILLIAM KEMBLE, Lieutenant on Half-Pay of the late 
&leogary Fencibles, then appeared before your Committee: . 

Q. llave you. had any and what meani of beoomini acquainte~ 
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with the amount of Fees required and received upon the granting of 
Lands in the adjoining Province of U pper-Canada? 

A. Yes, this paper produced by me contains the Table of Fees 
exacted in U pper-Canada. 

Fees on Land in Upper-Canada. 
Fifty Acres •••••••• Gratis, 
One hundred do .•••. Twelve pounds Sterling, 
Two hundred do ••• .J. Thirty do. do. 
Three hundred do .•.. Sixty do. do. 
Four hundred do .•••• Seventy-five do. do. 
Five hundred do ..••• One hundred and twenty-five do. do. 
Six hundred do .••••. One hundred and fifty do. do. 
Seven hundred do •... One hundred and seventy-five do. do. 
Eight hundred do •••• Two hiJndred do. do. 
Nine hundred do •••• Two hundred and twenty-five do. do. 
One thousand do .•••• Two hundred and fifty do. do. 
Eleven huudred do ... Two hundred and seventy-five do. do. 
*Twelve hundred do. Three hundred do. do. 

Q. Are they the same Fees which were required and received 
previous to the last general pacification of Europe, or have they 
been augmented and to what extent? 

A. Up to the year 1817, the Fee taken upon a Grant of twelve 
hundred Acres, was Fifty Pounds sterling, it is now encreased to 
Three Hundred Pounds sterling : these Fees do not apply to the 
Military settlements. 

Lieutenant Colonel VAssAL DE MoNVIEL, Adjutant General of 
the Militia of Lower Canada, appeared before your Committee : 

Q. How long have you been Adjutant General? 
A. Since the year 1812. 
Q. When was His Majesty's Order to grant Lands to the Mili-

tia Men made public in this Province ? 
A. I do not recollect the date, but it was after the war. 
Q. Has that Order been communicated to you officially ? 
A. I do not recollect that it has been communicated to me offi

·cia1ly, there is in my Office an Order respecting discharged Soldiera 
to whom His Majesty has given and granted Lands. 

Q. What is the Militia Force of Lower Canada for the year 1822? 
A. Seventy thousand four hundred and forty-three men. 
Q. Have any applications for Lands been made through you by 

Militia Men who served during the late war ? 
A. Very few since the last Proclamation, however a greater num

ber of taem have come forward, to whom I have given certificates of 
service. 

Q. What course do the Militia Men follow for obtaining their Lands? 
A. First, they must present a Petition to the Commander in Chief; 

Secondly, they must have a certificate of the Surveyor General de-

'* Before t.he Establishment of this Table, the Fees on twelve hundred Acres 
-of Land were Fifty Pounds sterling, the new TarUf wa11 not acted upou before 
1817. p 
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elaring that such a Lot in such a Township is vacant; Thirdly they must havP. a Certificate from the Secretary of the Province, that such a number in such a Township has not been granted by Patent ; Fourthly, a certificate from the Adjutant General, declaring that the statements in their Petition are true, and that they have in fact served as stated ; the whole ought to be annexed to the Petition and presented to the Commander in Chief who orders that a reference to the Council be indorsed upon the Petition by the Civil Se. cretary, upon which Petition the Committee of the Council make report, and then the Petitioner, laying before the Surveyor General that Report approved by His Excellency, receives from the said Surveyor General his Location Ticket. 

D. Do you know the existing Fees which the Militia Men are liable to pay ? 
A. Yes, they are as follows : I do not know how much theN otary has of them for preparing their Petition : for obtaining at the Surveyor General's a certificate of vacancy, two shilling!b and six pence: for a number whatever it may be at the Office of the Secretary of the Province, two shillings' and six pence ; to the Clerk of the Executive Council when the Petition is presented by one ore more persons, five shillings for each person named in the Petition ; and at the Surveyor General's for the Location Ticket, five shillings each. 
Q. Does the same rule with respect to Fees extend to the Officers of Militia ? ' 
A. I paid for myself, and for several Officers who forwarded their Petitions to me, at the Office of the Executive Council, fifteen shillings and six pence on each Petition. It is true that I do not recollect whether in those several Petitions there were several persons interested or not, and I do not remember at what time I paid the Clerk of the ExecutiYe Council fifteen shillings and six pence for the said Petitions. 
Q. Were those Petitions presented after the mouth of June 1821? A. I believe they were, especially one, which I presented for Mr. E. N. L. Dumont. 
Q. Is there any Office in the other Districts at which Militia Men may apply to obtain their Lands, or are they under the necessity of applying at Quebec personally or by their Agent ? 
A. Yes, I believe they are under that necessity, for I do not be· lieve there is any other Office at which they can apply to obtain their Lands. 
Q. Has not that manner of granting Lands to the Militia Men occasioned delays and lessened the value of His Majesty's gift ? A. Yes, and I am persuaded that is what has prevented most of the Militia Men from claiming their Lands, especially upon their learning that so many proceedings and the disbursement of so much money were necessary. 
Q. What necessity is there for a certificate of service from each )iiliti"- Man, and what has prevented a General Return from eac)l 
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Battalion or Militia which served in the late war from being made 
to His Excellency, in order to proceed and carry into effect His Ma· 
jesty's Orders for granting Lands to the Militia ? 

A. I conceive that the certificate of the Adjutant General was 
only required for ascertaining positively whether the Militia Men who come forward did actually sene, by examining their discharge 
anJ finding whether the description thereunto annexed corresponds 
perfectly with the person :such I conceive to be the reason why that has been required and is necessary. 

Q. Is then the presence of eJ.~h Militia Man at Quebec necessary 
for identifying his person by the description ? 

A. No, because when he appoints an Attorney he ought on forward
ing to him his discharge to annex thereto a certificate of the Officer 
commandin? the Battalion of Militia iu which he served. 

Q. What difficulty do you perceive in there being a General Order 
passed in the Executive Council, after a General Return from each 
Battalion of Militia, directing the granting to Pach Militia Man there
in named of the respective quantities of Land which it has pleased Hi1 
:Majesty to order should be granted to them, such Order of Council being afterwards delivered to the Surveyor General, to be by him 
carried into effect, under such regulation as it might be found expedient to make ? 

A. The Militia Men having been embodiel1 and ca~led out in turn 
for actual service, I think it would be difficult to make a perfectly correct Return of all those who have served. The Officers command
ing the several Corps of Embodied Militia never having returned to 
me a Return of the names of the Militia Men who composed their 
respective Corps, application should be made to them for such 
Returns which I think they would find it very difficult to do, wherea<J 
on producing their discharge or causing it to be produced by their Attorney no mistake can occur : and the General Order which you speak of might equally be forwarded to the Surveyor General, and to 
the Adjutaut General who might then carry it into effect. 

Q. Is there any particular allowance for the additional service 
rendered in the Office of the Adjutant General in comparing the Mi .. 
litia Men \\'ith their description, and in giving them certificates? 

A. No, there is no Fee for that. 
Q. Do you know at what price the right of the Militia Men to two hundred acres has generally been sold? 
A. No, I do not know positively, but I have beard several per

sons say, that from six to ten dollars had been ghen for the Lots of the Militia Men ? 
FRANCI5 KAIN, a dit;charged Soldier in the Welch Fusileers, 

Twenty-third Regiment, discharged at Chelsea after havin~ passed a Board, being disabled 'by wounds, appeared before your Committee 
and says, that he joined his Regiment at'Colchester and was at the 
Battle of Copenhagen in 1807. They then proceeded to Halifax and 
went on the Expedition, Uitder Sir George Prevost, against the Island 
ef 1\lartinique, from that he returned to Halifax, and then went to 
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Portugal. Our Regiment there was a flank Regiment, we fought our 
way through Portugal up to Spain ; we were at Ciudad Rodrigo, at 
Salarica, Salamanca, the Plains of Albuera, where I received nine 
wounds, two sabre cuts in the head, and one through the shoulder 
blade, one gun shot in the thigh, and a tramp of a horse on the breast, 
thf' others were trifling hurts. My instructions from Chelsea are that 
"Fr~ncis Kain is totally disabled by wounds." I landed here on the 
first of July, in the year that the Duke of Richmond died, with a 
wife and three children, the youngest of whom was at the breast, and 
the oldest a girl of thirteen or fourteen years of age. I had a free 
passage from His Royal Highness the Duke of York. They told me at 
the Office that I should get Lands and Rations from the Duke of 
Richmond, and that a lette~ to that effect had been written to him.
U pon my arrival here I was sent by the assistance of Captain Browne 
who served in the same Regiment, and Captain Fowler, to the settle
ment of Drummondville, with a letter to a gentleman there, to place 
me on some Lands until His Grace the Duke of Richmond should be 
down from Upper Canada whither he had gone. 1 remained there 
about two months and then returned to Quebec, my wife washed 
for three or four gentlemen of the Commissariat, and I was Coachma11 
to a gentleman during winter, and worked at the King's wor~s during 
Summer. I have since lost my wife and eldest child, aud purpose to 
go home next Spring. About the middle of June last when my wife 
got very bad, I applied to Colonel Bouchette for Land and he made 
me present of a certificate for nothing; the Petition was then give11 
to the Governor, the Duke's letter was also enclosed with Colonel 
Bouchette's certificate in my Petition, I was answered at Mr. Mon
tizambert's office, that the Land was granted to me. I was then sent 
to Mr. I.ane's Office to get a certificate which cost half a Dollar, Mr. 
Camp bell the Notary paid it for me ; I then came back to Mr. 
Montizambert's Office who si~ned it, and told me to leave it at Mr. 
~yland's Office up stairs ; I 'called -there three or four times, but [ 
could never get any satisfaction. The gentlemen in that Office told 
me that the Council had not sat on it; I have not called there for the 
last eight or ten days, and I give it up. The Clerk in the Office told 
me that I should get a certificate from my Captotin, I got this from 
Captain Browne who knew that I was a wounded and disabled Sol
dier, and I returned it to the Clerk in the Office who pinned it to 
the other papers. I asked the Clerk in the Office what there was to 
pay, he said fifteen shillings : I told him that I was not able to pay 
unless I got somebody to pay it for me, and how much I had suffered 
during last summer from theilliess of my wife; he said that if I would 
let the Committee know of my distress and that I had had no em
ployment during the summer, they might perhaps, forgive it me.-
1 never looked about it since. 

Mr. WJLLIAM MEIKLEJOHN then appeared before your Commit .. 
tee, and stated that be had been reared to the Mercantile Pro .. 
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r~ssi?n, and ~esided upwards of twenty years at Quebec, bestowing 
his time durmg a large part of that period upon Trade and Mer
cantile Affairs. 

Q. What has been the Surplus Agricultural Produce anuuallv 
exported from Lower.Canada, and supplied by its own resource's 
from the year 1774 downward, so far as you have had any means 
of information upon this subject ? · 

A. In the years 1779, 1780, 1781 and 1782, so great wag the 
scarcity occasioned by bad Crops, and the troubles in Canada by 
the Revolutionary War, that Exportation was prohibited and Sup
plies of Bread, Flour and Provisions sent from Englan8. ' 

From 1788 to 1792, the Crops were considered a fair average 
and considerable Exportations made of Wheat and Flour, but i 
have no account . of the quantities. The ten y~-' ars from 1793 to 
1803, without Foreign Supplies, exported as follows : 

1793 1 1 .94 1795 1796 1797 l79S 1i99 1800 1801 1802 

------
'V HEAT, <B1mm~~~ 

3106 3100l' 9WOO l i 9000 9l7000 47&000 1010ll.:l3 
-------

FL8UR, (Bbls.) 10900 13700 18000 4300 14000 9500 IUr(l 20000 38000 >l8300 

------ ---- - -
BrscurT, (cwt .) 9'<!10 I 5000 20000 3800 8000 12000 215!' ?5000 32~00 22051 

Bush. What, Bhl~. Flour, cwt Biscuit; 
Amountin" to 3,251,139 '171,100 169.451 
Annual A,·erage 325,114 17,100 16,945 
T>o. of F lax •oeect. 7 ,500 I HJ ~ hk and of Pt>as«>, Oats and BarlPy. 4,000 bnshl~. 

From 1802 forward, Crops were favourable, and the American 
Embargo following, Expottations, in consequence of United-

. States Flour and Provisions passing through Canada to a Market, 
were lar~e; but I cannot at present lay my band on the Account 
of the Amounts, nor of the quantity from the United-States passing 
through Canada. During the late War, Supplies from the United

States were but trifling, and Exportations small. 
In June 1815, the Governor and Conncil p ~-rmitted the free Im

portation of Flour and Provisions from the Uoited .States. Pre_ 
vious to the American Embargo, the Genessee (that is the Western 
Section of the State of New· York,) was not well settled, and the 
quantity of U nited ... States Flour, &c. passing down the Saint L·,w
rence \'vas not considerable ; but I think (indeed it is certain,) the 
Embargo produced a great annual encrease of the Trade in Flour

and Provbions up to the commencement of the '\tVar. 
The Agriculture of Upper-Canada was unavoidably much ne-. 

glected during the War, and that Country was so much wasted,. that 
the Distillers were, by the authority of the Government, not per'!1. 
mitted to work until or after the year 1818; then Upper-Canada 
reviving, began sending down a little Flour, ami notwithstanding. 

the great influx of Emigrants last year, exported about ~0,000 barca 

rels of Flour. 
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The Exports of Bread Stuffs from the Port of Quebec for the 
last seven years 18l6 to 1822 inclusive, in something near round 
numbers, is as follows : 

1816 
1817 & 
1818 

--- ---w HEAT, (Bushels.) 546500 

F 

B 

---
LOUR, (Bbls.) 

Iscurr, (Cwt.) 

Amounting to 
Annual Average, 

1137 69100 

456 22700 

Bush. 'Vheat, 
1,367,700 

1 95,386 

1819 1820 1821 1~2Z 

--- ---------
37800 3200001318400 145000 

12100 45000 22600 47700 

11200 88oo' 11200 13500 

Bbls . Flour, 
197,637 
28,233 

Cwt. Biscuit', 
67,856 

9,694 

Barley, Oats and Peas near the Average of the ten years, ending 
in 1802, Flaxseed less :the previous ten years give an average on 
seven years of Two Million Two Hundred and Seventy·fife Thou
~and Bushels of Wheat, ~nd Two Hundred and twenty-seven Thou .. 
sand Barrels of Flour. I consider from the resources of Canada a
lone. The difference now I ascribe to the great encrease of Popula
tion and the stationary state of Cultivation. Biscuit first ten yell.rs 
is nearly doubled to that of last seven years in proportion. 

The Importations during the last seven years (mostly from the U
nited States) are iR Flour and Grain, to my conviction equal to the Exportations,and Provisions, Live Stock, &c. far exceedin~, and un
less the encouragement and stimulus afforded by the Agricultural 
Societies promote imprQvement, things will continue getting worse. As the Habitans go on with a Succession of Scourging Crops ex
hausting the Soil, that is White Crops, Wheat, Oats and Weeds, without a Succession of Green Crops, and not bare Summer jaltowing 
or drillings, and laying down with sown or artificial Grasses. 

It has been reported (I hope erroneously) that a reverend and 
most respectable Body discourage the introduction of Green Crops : 
mistaken views of immediate private interest ought not to stand 
in the way of Patriotism and the general good, as Green Crops re
fresh and prepare the Soil for yielding more abundant \Vheat Crops. 
I doubt not but those enlightened Gentlemen have discrimination tQ 
see, and Public spirit to encourage all substantial improvements. 

'fhe Soil and Climate of Canada come the nearest of any part of 
the World we are acquainted with, those of the Hemp Countries of 
to Europe : the judicious and extensive introduction of that article 
would be a mine of Wealth to this Country, and there wonld be a 
certainty, under the fostering assistance of the most beneficent of 
all Governments, of a constant demand and liberal prices. 
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'the honest and innocent Peasantry of this Country most unfor
tunately have a dislike to Corn Spirits: until the Manufacturing and 
Consumption of this is generally introduced, there will be a want 
of demand for the native Grain; this Branch of Business would 
afford employment to many hands, and the offals is the best Feed 
for Bestial : let us look to the United-States, to Great- Britain or 
Ireland, and the other Eastern or Corn Countries in Europe, and 
there we see how this Branch aids the operations of the Cultivator 
of the Ground, and in U pper-Canada the People may now be said 
to deny themselves the use of Foreign Spirits, not by legal enact
ment, but by their patriotism and good sense, in finding a Home 
Market for their Grain by distillation and brewing. T f five thousand 
puncheons of good Whiskey were annually made in l .. ower-Canada, 
the Country would be independent of Foreign Demand for Grain, 
which is at the best precarious~ and this quantity is not half of our 
yearly Supply of Rum now a days. The Manufacture of Barley: 
into Beer and Spirits, of late years, I estimate from forty to fifty 
thousand minots, and did not, at any period, reach one hundred 
thousand minots. 

The Census taken in 1784 is as follows : 

Nu. uf \Bush. of Grainl Land in \H IO IC lvottn;:l. 1 H Souls. sown yearly. Cuhivatioo. orse~ xen ow~ Cattl• "JeeJ ••gs. 

113.01~ 383,349 1,569,818 30,096 22 094 44.291 32.206 ~4 . fill6 tll 466 

I consider the Population now quadrupled, the encrease of Bes
tial not doubled, and the encrease of cultivated Laud about one
third. If this view is near the truth, and I think it will be so found, 
it establishes what appears from the Amount of Exports and Imports, 
that the Country does not produce subsistence, in the way of Pro
duction, to its uative Population ; but computing on this datum, the 
Amount will be found as follows : 

452,048 5ll,132 2,099,091 60,192 44,188 88,582 64,41~ 169,992 140,!?3~ 

Of the above gross Population suppose 400,000 are BrPad 
Eaters, and allowing one with another one pound per day ; it is 
known to intelligent Millers and Bakers that a pound of good clean 
Canada Wheat yields just on~ pound of good Household Bread: 
hence the consumption of 400,000 times 365, making 146,0\.>0,000, 
divided by 60, as the number of good clean pounds of ·wheat in 
the minot, (allowing for Mill Waste, &c.) givPs 2,433,333 minots 
of Wheat consumed by the resident Inhabitants in Bread. 

The quantity of Pease used in Soup, is also very considerable, as 
also Pease Barley and Oats milled (broke down,) into Goudl'ivle, 
and Potat~es for fattening 140,000 Pigs, and the Oats as part of 
the feed of 60,000 Horses is very great, with Otfals of \·V hPat, Krao, 
kc. It appears to me of importance to ascertain this nearly, which 
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tan be explained with the assistance of some of the Country Mem .. 
bers (perhaps named of this Committee,) so as to shew as nearly 
as p~ssible the actual Produce of the Soil, and hence to estimate 
the loss bv the injudicious system of cropping the Lands. 

Ey Ac.res in cultivation I understand the Pasture as well as 
Tillage Lands, as they are white cropped and pastured in alternate 
5uccession, and in many parts of the Country in nearly equal por
tions. The following Table will give a general Vidimus : 

Acres in Cultivation •.••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• 2,093,091 
Deduct Acres of Pasture Lands ••••••••••••. 1,046,545 
Roots, (Potatoes, &c.)..................... 240,000 ----

1,286,345 

In Crop ••.. 806,546 

minots. 
·sown yearly~. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 511,132 
Barley made into Beer, &c..... . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,000 
Wheat made into Bread, &c •••• •- ••.•..•••• 2,433,333 
Oats to Horses, &c •.•••••..••.•••••••.••• 1,080,000 
Pease in Families for Soup, &c. • • . • • • • • • • • • • 400,000 
Pease, Barley and Oats made into Goudriole, for 

feeding Pigs, Fowls, &c. • • • • • • • . • . . . • • • . • 420,000 
Exportation, allow........ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . 105,535 

----s,ooo,ooo 

Amount, 5,ooo,ooo minots, as the Produce of 806,000 Acres 
nnder Tillage, (not including Potatoes, Turnips and other Roots, 
and Flax.) On the general average, six minots per Acre. 

Want of Roads I consider the greatest obstacle to improvement 
in any Country ; nothing exemplifies this more forcibly, even in 
old Countries, than the present state of France and England. In 
the former there are only four great Public Roads, and from want 
of intersecting Roads, Grain and other bulky Articles are often 
dearer in one place than in another, twenty or thirty per cent, at a 
distance of only so many miles; whereas in England there are great 
Roads and Canals in all directions, and a good Road to every 
Farm ; hence in a great measure arises the wealth and prosperity 
of that Country; nor do I see how this stop can be obviated while 
the Clergy Reserves remain in the way as they are at present, and for 
time past have been, and large Grants of Land without intermediate 
and successive annual clearing, and cultivating and settling: until 
these contribute their just and equal proportion, the best and most 
beneficent intentions for the prosperity of Lower-Canada are de
feated, and settling and improving the Country much retarded, if 
not entirely put a stop to. 
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PETER BuRNETT, Esquire, Merchant, appeared before your Com .. 
mittee, and stated that he had been reared to the Mercantile Profes
sion, and resided since 1810 at Quebec, bestowing his time during 
that period upon Mercantile Affairs. 

Q. What has been the surplus Agricultural produce annually ex .. 
ported from Lower-Canada, and supplied from its own resources 
from 1810 downward, so far as you have had any means of informa
tion upon this subject ? 

A. I have only made calculations for the last five years, which are 
as followeth : 

Statement of Imports and Exports since 1818. 

Exported in 1818-401,791 Minots of Wheat, 5 Minots 
of which equal to 1 Barrel of fine Flour, is ••••...••• 

8461 Quintals Bread, each Quintal equal to 2-} Minots 
of Wheat is 20,306 Minots and .5 of which is equal to 
1 Barrel. • . . • . • • • • • • . . • • • . • • . .••••••••••...• 

30,543 Barrels Flour exported in 1818, •••••••••••• 

The total Exports of 1818, equal to Bbls .• 
(Deduct) Imported in 1818, Bbls •.••••••• 

Exported in 1819-37,895 Minots of Wheat, 
5 lVIinots equal to 1 Barrel ••••••••••••• 
11,256 Quintals of Bread, each Quintal equal 
to 2-} Minots of 'V"heat is 27014 Minots of 
which 5 equal to 1 Barrel. •••.....••••.• 
12,086 Barrels of Flour exported in 181 9. 

Total Exportation of 1819, equal to, bbls •• 
Imported in 1819 ••.•••••••••....••.... 

1820-319048 Minots of Wheat, 8732quintals 

Barrels 

7579 

5403 
12086 

25068 
21733 

of Bread, 45369 barrels of Flour, equal to, bbls, 113369 
Imported in 1820. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . 45252 

1821-Exported, 318483 Minots Wheat, 11281 
quintals Bread, 22635 Barrels of Flour, 
equal to •••••••••••••••..••••••••• bbls •• 
Imported in 1821 ••••••••••••••••••••.. 

1822-Exported, 147285 Minots 'Vheat, 11492 
quintals of Bread, and 47247 barrels of Flour, 
equal to •••••••••••••••••.•••••.•••••• 
Imported in 1822 ••••••••••••••••••••• • 

Barrels of fine Flour. , • , ••••••. • •••• • • • • • ~. 
Q 

91745 
66956 

82220 
62571 

Barrels 

80358 

4061 
30543 

114962 
45<136 

69726 

3335 

68117, 

24789 

19649 

185616 
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Brought over, 
The above Statements are partly taken from the 

Custom House Returns here and in Montreal, 
but a considerable quantity of Flour and Wheat 
has been imported without being entered at the 
Custom House ; this quantity is variously esti
mated at from 4,000 to 8,000 Barrels, I shall 
therefore allow it to be equal to 6,000 Barrels 
ltnnually, which for :five years will Amount to 

185,616 

30,000 

Barrels fine Flour......................... 155,616 
It thus appears that the Exportation of Flour, Bread and Wheat for the last five years has exceeded the Importation equal to One Hundred and Fifty-five Thousand Six Hundred and Sixteen Barrels 

of fine Flour or Thirty-one Thousand One Hundred and Twentythree Barrels annually. 
In making these calculations I have endeavoured tCJ follow the 

rules acted on by most practical Men who are in the habit of Manufacturing, Baking, &c .. and I believe also the usual mode of ascertaining the quantity of Agricultural produce furnished for Exporta-· 
tion by J .. ower-Canada: I must however state, that I doubt the 
principle being a fair one on which these calculations are founded, as it appears to me that in place of bringing the Wheat into its com
parative value in fine Flour, it ought to be brought into such a quantity of Flour as is generally brought to market, and in fact such as is in use all over the Country by the Inhabitants : I shaH therefore go on to show what the surplus produce would be in that 
way ; but as the Importation of fine Flour has considerably exceeded the Exportation, I allow that an equal quantity of fine FlouF 
might reasonably be supposed to be manufactured for the consump-· tion of the Country if the Wheat was not exported or that the lm,& portations of fine Flour did not exceed the Exports. 

I therefore calculate a sufficient quantity of Wheat to make up the difference in the Importation of fine Flour (at the rate of five Min
ots of Wheat to one Barrel fine Flour) and the remainder of the Wheat exported: I calculate as one Minot to produce forty-seven 
pounds of good Flour, and that two and two fifth parts Minots 
Wheat could be manufactored into one Quintal of Bread equal to what is generally exported. 

The Importation of Flour into Lower-Canada during the last five years. 
1818-45236 
1819-21733 
1820_:.45252 
1821..-66956 
1822-62571 

turns. 
--241748 Barrels of Flour per Custom House Re-
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6000 Barrels~ 30000 5 Barrels-the quantity not entered 
am:aually. f ---- t supposed e9.ual to this. 

Total, 271748 Barrels. 
Exported Flour. 

1818-3054'3 
1819 - 12086 
1820-45369 
1821-22635 
1822-47247, 

---157880, 
-----113868. 

'\Vheat exported. 
1818--401791 
1819- 37895 
1820-319048 
1821-318483 
1822-147285, 

The Importation exceeding 
the Exportation 113868 bbls. ' 
fine Flour~ the difference is 
<>f course consumed in the 
Country. 

--- 1224502 quantity of V\Theat exported 
Of which is calculated~ 

at 5 minots equal to one .569340--113868 
Barrel of Flour, 

Leaving Qf wheat, Bbls. 655162 
Which at 47lbs. of Flou·r 

each minot, is 157105. 
Consequently it requires 569340 minots Wheat to make the Import~ 

and Exports of Flour exactly the same, and this quantity of wheat 
being deducted from the whole Exportation ; what remains added to 
the bread exported and brought to their comparative value, wheat at 
47lbs. to one minot, and bread at 2t minots to one quintal will shew 
how much the Exports exceeds the Importation in good Farin.e enti'ere. 

It thus appears that if the surplus quantity of wheat and bread 
exported during the last five years be reduced to its comparative 
value in Flour, the result will be one hundred and eighty-six thousand 
five hundred and eighty.three barrels or thirty-seven thousand three 
lmndred and twelve barrels, of good Farine entiere annually exported, 
and which is the produce of Lower-Canada. In the above calcula. 
tion, not having the Returns by me, I have not included thP quanti
ties of Bread and Flour w hlch have been exported for the Fisheries 
and to several small Ports within the Province ; and satisfied that 
the results in so far as regards mercantile purposes are sufficiently es• 
tablished on the principle that the state of Agriculture will be shewa 
by the average exportation, I have not taken the encrease of popula· 
tion at all into consideration, nor entered into further detail. 

JouN MA.CNIDER, Esquire, Seignior of Mitis, in the District of 
Quebec, then appeared before your Committee. 

Q. How long have you been Seignior of .Mitis, wha.t are its dimen• 
sions and where is it iituated ? 



116 

A. I have been Seignior of Mitis sixteen years-it is situated in 
.the county of Cornwallis, it has two leagues in front on the River 
Saint tawrence by two leagues in depth. 

Q. At what distance are the nearest Settlements from the Seignio-
ry of Mitis ? · 

A. Mitis joins Rimousky to the Westward, Rimousky is thinly 
settled to within three Leagues of Mitis with about One Hundred 
Families : to the Eastward is the Settlement of Matane at the dis
tance of Eight Leagues, but thinly settled with about thirty Fami
lies : in the rear of Mitis there is a tract of ungranted Lands of 
about one hundred Miles, some Seigniories however have been 
granted but not occupied. 

Q. Have any Settlements been effected in your Seigniory, by 
what Class of Persons, when were the same commenced, and what 
is the actual number therein ? 

A. Forty Families are settled ther~; consisting of English, Scotch 
and Canadians, but principally Scotch; the settlement commenced 
in the year Eighteen hundred and eighteen. 

Q. Were the first Settlers on your Seigniory persons with or with
out Capital ? 

A. vVithout Capital. 
Q. In what way did these Settlers surmount their difficulties 

·without Capital, and what are those difficulties to whfch Settlers so 
circumstanced are liable, so far as you have had occasion to ob
serve? 

A. These Settlers were supplied by myself with Provisions and 
so forth, for the two first years, after which the produce of the 
Soil fully supported them, and the industrious part of them have 
produce for Sale : many of these Settlers (the most industrious of 
them) refused aid after the first year. 

Q. To what Amount was assistance afforded to these Settlers, in 
what Articles, and in what manner? 

A. Each Family consisting of five in number had one Barrel and 
a half of Pork, Six Quintals of Flour, two Quintals of Biscuit, ten 
Bushels of Potatoes, ten pounds of Butter, one pound of Green 
Tea, six pounds of Sugar, a hundred weight of dried Cod Fish 
and one Carron Stove and Pipe, as also each Man had one Axe, one 
Hoe and one Spade, and one Grindstone to each four Families ; 
three pair of Blankets, one Counterpane and two pair of Mocassins 
for each Family-Such coarse Clothing as was necessary for each 
Family was furnished by me, and paid for in I~abour. 

~. What might have been the value of the said Articles for each 
Family? 

A. On opening the Seigniory, I was not so attentive until that 
object was acquired ; the expenses upon an average may amount to 
from fifteen to twenty Pounds for each Family including therein the 
f\Xpense of Clothing which was paid for in work, and every thing 
else. The ad,,ance made to Settlers, five Scotch Families that went 
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uown last year, amounted to Ten Pounds each per Annum for two 
years-I left a Plan of the Seigniory at Mr. Deguise, Notary at 
Kamourasla, who writes to me that he can procure a number of Ca
nadians willing to settle on my Seigniory if I should advance Ten 
Pounds per Annum to each for two years. 

Q. What are the Rents charged? 
A. A money Rent of Twelve Shillings and six pence for each 

Lot of One Hundred and forty to Two Hundred Acres; the first 
two yea.rs free of Rent. 

Q. What arrangements did you make for the distribution of these 
advances and the general superintendance of the Settlements, you 
residing generally at Quebec? 

A. By my Agent upon the Spot. 
Q. Did you lay out any and what amount in improvements 

within the Seigniory, and labour for yourself? 
A. I held two :Farms in my own hands of which I cleared about 

Seventy Arres, I built two Dwelling Houses, two Barns, two Sta
bles, one Cooperage, one Salt House. one large Cooking House for 
the Fisheries, one Grist Mill and one Saw Mill. 

Q. Was the labour employed in these Works paid for in Money 
or Goods? 

A. I paid in both, half and half. 
Q. What was the common rate of Labour at which these buildings 

were erected ? 
A. Three Shillings per day, the Workmen feeding themselves and 

payable as aforesaid. 
Q. 'Vhat was the rate at which you paid for the Clearing of the 

Land? 
A. Three Dollars for cutting and burning, then for rooting and 

making it fit for the Plough, twelve Dollars; fencing we did our
l5elves. 

Q. What was the amount expended in buildings ? 
A. About twelve hundred Pounds. 
Q. During what period were these Monies expended? 
A. They were expended from the first begining of the Settle

ment at the rate of three hundred Pounds per Annum. 
Q. At what rate were the Goods sold ? 
A. At .five per Cent Commission upon selling prices, provisions at 

first cost and charges without commi~sion: there was no other advance 
upon the original price, freight and charges, than the above five per 
Cent. 

Q. Have you travelled through the country between Cacona and 
Mitis, what is the quality of the Land, the course of Rivers an<;l the 
susceptibility of the settlement of that country? 

A. I have travelled frequently between Cacona and Mitis, the 
land from Cacona to the end of Trois-Pistoles appears very fine, and 
they report favourably of the rear Concession, particularly that of 
Tr0is-Pistoles. The Seigniory of ]la Ha which is between Trois-
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PistoJes and Bic is thinly settled, there appears to be a good Soil 
between the Mountains which appear to me to be distant only a
bout thirty or forty Arpents, Grants are principally situated upon this 
new Road; Bic has a few Settlers on the Coast only, none on the 
above Road. The Rivers are two in number aboot twenty feet wide, 
Bic River is but small and well bridged, neither of them is navi
gable for Boats and Canoes, and the Fails prevent Timber from be
ing floated down, the Road is pretty good from this Road to Ri .. 
mousky: the Seigniory of River Oty is thinly settled, mountainous 
·with very light sandy Soil. Rimousky River is navigable for small 
Craft up to Mr. Trudel, this last Seigniory is well settled on the 
front and second Concession : the Roads on the River side are very 
good to An$e du. Coq, the distance of five Leagues, where they be
eome heavy until Mitis ; the Soil is excellenf but more so in the 
Conc,ession. From l'Anse du Coq to Mitis, the distance of two Lea
~ues, it is thinly settled, the remaining three Leagues are granted to 
Grand Mitis River, which River is navigable for Vessels of One 
Hundred and forty Tons up to my House, the River will admit of 
Timber being floated down; from Grand Mitis to Little Mitis, a 
distance of five Miles, the Roads are passable on the Beach; from 
Li-ttle Mitis to Matane they are very difficult, no Road haviug been 
traced .. 

Q. Wh;tt from your own observations or from general report is 
the quality of the Land from Mitis to Ristigouche, and from Mitis to 
Matane ? 

A. Haling travelled over the Settlement of Mitis, I found tne 
Soil of an excellent quality, and from what I have collected from se .. 
veral travellers between Ristigouche and Mitis, they report favoura .. 
bly of the Soil: the latter Soil is reported fit for any Cultivation, 
there are a few Rivers that can be bridged easily and one that will 
admit of a ferry Boat : the distance from Mitis to Ristigouche is es
timated at Eighty·six or Ninety Miles; my information was derived 
from a number of Canadian Hunters and Indians whom I was in 
the habit of interrogating whenever opportunities were afforded me 
in my several visits to Mitis, and whose statements generally corres" 
ponded with each other. 

Q. What are the different kinds of Vegetable,s and Grain culti
l'ated in Mitis and what has been the average produce per Acre? 

A. I am in daily expectation of a return from the Seigniory re .. 
garding the quantity of produce, which will be laiJ before the Com
mittee on its arrival. The samples of Grain and Green Crop sent up 
this Fall were very fine, Fall Wheat weighed Sixty-eight pounds 
per Minot, Fall Rye Sixty-two pounds, Oats Forty-six pounds, 
bald Barley Sixty pounds, Barley Forty-five pounds, Turnips mea
sured Thirty-five Inches round, Carrots, Onions, Cabbages and Po
tatoes of an excellent quality and size. 
· Q. Have the Settlers yet paid off the advances made them in 
rnoney or produce, and what proportion have done so? 
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A. Four Families, settled three years, paid in produce, last year, 
the whole of the advances made to them, the remainder being settled 
only two years have not paid any part thereof. 

Q. Are there any Fisheries carried on at .Mitis, what number of 
Boats, Vessels, and Men are employed therein, and did the said 
Fisheries contribute in any manner and how to facilitate the ob
taining any means of subsistence to the actual Settlers directly o 
indirectly? 

A. There is a Fishing Ground about a Mile from the Shoct:e for 
Cod Fish, Hollibut and I~ing. I have made a trial of fishing and 
found it very beneficial to the Settlement, and I am of opinion, from 
this trial, a quantity of Cod Fish may be taken from the first May 
to the first October. Herring is in great abundance, Salmon and Eel 
plenty, but from the want of Men of experience little has been 
done. The Inhabitants I wish to prevent from fishing, because, 
the Season for fishing is the Season for Agriculture, and encourages 
habits of Idleness. 

Q. Could the Fisheries be made in any way conducive to the set
tlement of theSeigniories and Lands contiguous to the fishing ground? 

A. I am of opinion that a small bounty on Herring and Cod-fish 
would encourage Fishermen to adopt their whole time to that branch 
and afford a cheap and steady supply of Fish to the Farmer, whilst on 
the other hand the Farmer would supply the Ji-.isherman with Agri
cultural produce in return for himself and family. 

EowARD IsAAc MAN, Esquire, of Ristigouche, in the District 
of Gaspe, Merchant, appeared before your Committee and answered 
the following quPstions : 

Q. Did your Father and your Family reside in any and which of 
the old British Colonies in North America, and when did he leave 
the same and for what cause? 

A. My Father and his Family were natives of the State of New
Y ork : at the breaking out of the American Revolutionary War he 
was a Colonel of Militia, and held other appointments under the 
Crown ; he was the first in the State of New-York who was brought 
before a Rebel Committee at Albany, and upon hi:; declaring his 
sentiments was sent as a Prisoner into the State of Connecticut, with 
a married brother of mine named John, he was there kept thirteen 
months and then sent into Canada, under an Act of Banishment; 
my brother John was liberated at the end of six months and joined 
Burgoyne's Army as Lieutenant of a Provincial Corps shortly before 
it surrendered : in the same army I had two other brothers, Thoma~ 
a Captain of Guides and Isaac a Lieutenant in a Provincial Corps ; 
myself and my brother "\Villiam did duty as Volunteers in ~ir John 
Johoson's First Battalion of the Royal Regiment of New-York. I11 
the Autumn of 1784 anu Spring 1785, my father, two married bro
thers and myself, with t!Jeir wives and families and with my other 
two brothers unmarried, amounting altogether to about eighteen per• 
son , wentto Chaleurs Bay, and settled at New-Carlisle. 
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Q. What _was the number of Loyalists and otllers settled in the 
District of Gaspe about that time, exclusive of the old settlers, what 
allowances in Land and otherwise was made to them by His Majes
ty's Government and what was the fate of the said settlement ? 

A. There were about two hundred and fifty families and loyalists 
settled at New-Carlisle, in Chaleurs Bay, and Douglas Town in the 
"Bay ofGaspe, and there were besides these, ~ixty or eighty di£band .. 
ed Soldiers, mostly, unmarried, of the Eighty_fourth Regiment, and 
some few of the Thirty-fourth and other Regiments. There was allow
ed to each head of a family and full grown person of the family, two 
hundred acres, and to the females and minor children fifty acres each ; 
at N ew-Carlisle, whither we went, a Town was laid out in Acre Lots, 
which were distributed amongst the heads of families and grown male 
settlers, under which last denomination, boys of sixteen years and 
upwards were included, upon them the Loyalists built houses for 
their residence. The survey of the Country Lots commenced in the 
Autumn of 1784 and was continued through 1785 and 1786, when 
the same was chiefly completed, and a Land Board composed of the 
Lieutenant Governor Mr. Cox, Mr. Charles Robin, Isaac Man, Jr. 
and one or two others, was in 1786 or 1787 appointed, by which said 
.Board, Location Tickets for Lots in Town and Country were given: 
Jt was not till 1786 and 1787 that the Country Lots were allotted. 

Q. How were the Loyalist Families in the interval of time ·which 
elapsed from 1784 to 1786 supported? 

.... A. There were allowed from His Majesty, Rations to each Man 
and his Family, for three years, besides which a very liberal supply 
·was given by their Majesties the King and Queen of the Materials 
for necessary Raiment, Bedding &c. also Farming Utensils and e
very thing that was necessary for building and clearing IJands, which 
were distributed among the Loyalists by Commissaries and Com
missioners for which they rendered Accounts to the Government at 
Quebec. 

Q. What was the nlue in your estimation of the said Rations, 
and other donations ? 

A. It was very great. I have been after informed, and it was 
generally said and believed that it exceeded Eighty-two thousand 
Pounds, but from want of proper management in the Commissioners 
that bountiful donation was far from producing the good which was 
intended. It certainly did not give general satisfaction, but we had 
no right to complain of Government. 

Q. What was the fate of the said Settlements, and what were 
the circumstances which in their infancy served to advance or retard 
their Prosperity ? 

A. Immediately upon the arrival of the Loyalists in Chaleurs Bay 
to the number of about Two Hundred Families, they expressed their 
wish to be immediately settled upon their Country Lots, which they 
were not allowed to do. · 

Q. Why? ., 
A. It was thought proper by Lieutenant Governor Cox and O• 

thers who had the management of the Settlement of Lo~alists t9 
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confine them to the Cultivation of their Town Lots during the 
whole period that we were supported by His Majesty's Government, 
this) however, with the exception of a very few, perhaps half a do
zen Families, who were indulged with the privilege of settling up• 
on their Country Lots. These last had the advantage of making 
great progress in improving their Lands during the period they 
were supported : and at the end of three years, some of them had from thirty to fifty Acres in a cleared and productive state, with 
comfortable buildings, whilst the other Loyalists were afterwards 
obliged to commence the clearing and settling of their Country Lots 
without any aid and under e;reat privations and difficulties, abandoning the Houses which they had built at N ew-Car1isle, and the greater 
and most industrious and enterprising part leaving the Country and going, some to Upper-Canada, and others to Nova-Scotia and New
Brunswick. I do not think that one half of the Men who participated in the Bounty of the Government, effected Settlements in 
the Country Lots, and this principally from the delay which occurred in obtaining allotments and anticipations of other and greater delays on obtaining the Patents. 

Q. When were the Patents, in point of fact, obtained for those Lands? 
A. Not yet, with the exception of that portion of the District of Gaspe lying in the Vicinity of Gaspe Bay. A Statute was lately passed in the Provincial Legislature under which the claims of the occupiers and possessors of Lands in the District of Gaspe will be adjusted and Patents issue. 
Q. Have you had any and what means of becoming acquainted with the Amount of the Fees upon Land Patents taken in the adjoin

ing Province of New Brunswick ? 
A. I have, these thirty-four years past, been an Inhabitant of Ristigouche which divides the Provinces of Lower-Canada and NewBrunswick, and have traded extensively in that Province, in the course of which Trade I have been employed to apply for and take out Grants for a great numbar of two hundred Acres Lots of Land in the Province of New-Brunswick, for persons who declared to me their intentions of settling there, which Grants I have with great facility obtained by making application only to the Surveyor Gener ... al of that Province, stating the character and intention of the appli· 

cants of making actual settlement : these Grants were issued some 
twelve years ago in block to twelve or forty applicants which cost them from six to seven Dollars for each Lot of two hundred Acres. 

Q. What are the said Fees now, and have there been any 
and what changes in them, and if so, at what time did those chang• 
es take place ? 

A. I do not know exactly what are the present Fees, but I am 
credibly informed that they have been very much encreased since the 
Death of that worthy and respectable Officer, George Sprowl, Sur
veyor General, as the system since his Death has altered (aa I am. 

R 
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informed) and each Lot of two hundred Acres i~ now granted !!e
parately at the rate of twelve to fourteen Pounds. This charge has 
taken place recently, I should think within the last five or six years. 

Q. Have you had any and what means of becoming acquainted 
with the quality of the Land lying between the hither boundary 
line of New-Brunswick and the old Settlements of this Colony? 

A. Yes, I have, in the pursuit of my private concerns, travelled 
since the year 1787 fourteen journies from Chaleurs Bay to Quebec, 
through the interior of the Country lying between the Saint Law
rence and Rilitigouche, passing by the Route of Matapedia out to Mi
tis, and by another Route up the R~stigouche to its source: thence to 
the River Saint John, coming out to the Saint Lawrence over the 
Temiscouata Portage. I have also had another opportunity of be
coming acquainted with that part of the Country, from having ex
plored several hundred Miles as Surveyor of the King's Forests un
der Commission dated in Halifax, (Nova.-Scotia) in the year 1813, 
from Sir John Wentworth, Baronet. 

Q. What is the quality of the said Lands, are there any and 
what Navigable Streams therein, and any and what means of Com
munication? 

A. The Lands in that part of the Country is lnoken and moun
tainous in many places, but there are many extensive tracts of level 
Land fit for actual settlement and the Soil of excellent quality; 
the Ristigouche which divides this Province from New Brunswick 
has a close communication with a branch of the River Saint John, 
say a portage, over a level tract of about two and a half Leagues to 
the Green River, which discharges in the Saint John six. Leagues 
below the Madawaska Church : there is also a more direct and 
shorter communication by the Matapedia River, which discharges in 
the Ristigouche about three Leagues above the Indian Village cal
led New Mission Point which is six Leagues up the River Risti
gouche, at the head of the Ship Navigation; the saH River takes 
its source in the Lake Matapedia which is about five Leagues long 
and one League broad, and is about twenty.one Miles from the 
Saint Lawrence, South South East of Mitis Seigniory, the portag~ 
to which wi l admit of a Road; the distance to Mitis from Risti
gouche Settlement i:; about ninety·eight Miles and a half, and from 
the Report of an exploring party fitted out last Winter it arpears 
that that Route is the most convenient from this to Chaleurs Bay. 

Q. Do the ~ettlements advance with more or less rapidity on this 
side of.the N ew-Bruns\\ ick Boundary Line, or on the other, and 
upon what causes in your estimation does this depend ? 

A. With much greater rapidity on the other side, and th"is for 
causes which are very obvious; the chief has been the people of the 
District of Gaspe having bt>en so long destitute of any secure Title 
to their Lands; that alone has been the means of driving away a 
creat many of our best Settlers : the administration of Justice and 
the wa.ut of proper reiulations of our Fiiheries have also retarde4 
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the progress of the Country ; in all these matters they are vastly 
better off in the Province of New Brunswick, though our Climate 
and Soil are §;uperior to theirs. 

Lieutenant Colonel CocKBURN, Deputy Quarter Master General, 
appeared and answered the following questions: 

Q. Have you had any and what means of becoming acquainted 
with the formation of new settlements in these Provinces by Emi. 
grants from Great Britain or others? 

A. The entire superintendence of the Military Settlements from 
December 1817 to Christmas 1822, besides an occasional superinten ... 
dence in 1816 whilst the late Colonel Myel's who was then Deputy 
Quarter Master General was absent from the Province. 

Q. Have the Settlers whom you have had occasion to obs;erv~, bee11. 
persons with or without capital ? 

A. Both the ene and the other. 
Q. What are the difficulties to which new Settlers either without 

any capital or with very small funds are exposed, and in what way are 
those difficulties surmounted ? 
- A. Settlers placed on Land without any capital, or with very 
small ones, cannot in my opinion by any exertion of their own, suc
ceed in obtaining the means of existence. 

Q. What in your estimation is the minimum of capital upon which 
a settlement may be attempted with a fair chance of success by a. 
labouring man with a family? 

A. This must depend very much on the price of provi!lions, for a 
Settler must have the means of supplying himself and family with food 
for at least one year after he has actually arrived on his Land: imple· 
ments, clothing, the coarser articles of Bedding, and some articles 
to be used in fitting up his Hut, such as glass, nails and hinges, I also 
consider as absolutely necessary. I have generally considered twenty 
to twenty-five pounds for each individual of a family as the minimum 
a settler ought to be possessed of in money on his leaving Quebec 
to proceed to place himself on Land in the neighbourhood of Perth. 

Q. To what amount was assistance afforded to the discharged Sol
diers composing the Military Settlements upon the Ottawa and the 
Rideau, and was the same in money or provisions or other necessary 
articles, and which of these two modes is most adva.ntageous in your 
estimation to the actual settler? 

A. In the first instance Government supplied the means of trans. 
port to the Settlement: Officers and Non-Commissioned Officers had 
an extension in the number of Acres granted to them according to 
their Rank ; one hundred Acres of Land, one year's Rations for 
himself and family (the same as a discharged Soldier with the excep
tion of Rum) Implements of Husbandry and some articles for fitting 
up the Huts to each Head of a family-Emigrants were received at 
the time of commencing the Perth Settlement on the same terms a 
Military Settlers, but by subsequent regulations this indulgence was 
done away with, and Land was then granted to Emigrants only whQ 
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were possessed of funds, and the extent regulated by their means 
of bringing the same into cultivation. Two years ago however a. 
number of Emigrants were sent out from the County of Lanarkshire 
under Instructions to receive Eight Pounds Sterling for each I ndivi
dual of their families. The first Instalment of which was Three 
Pounds and to be paid on their reachiug the place of Settlement ; a 
$econd Instalment of Three Pounds was to be paid at the expiration 
()f three months, and the third Instalment of Two Pounds at the ex
piration of another three months : they were also to receive Corn, 
Implements and Transport from the place of landing to the Settle
ment; the sum of Two Pounds was however to be charged against 
each of them for the latter Item, making the total advanced to them by 
Government, Ten Pounds, and which sum they are bound to repay 
in ten years-I am of opinion it would in all cases be better to sup· 
ply Provisions than to advance money. 

Q. What were the arrangements made for the distribution of the 
advances? 

A. Answered in the fifth Answer. 
Q. Were there any and what measures taken to locate the Settler 

upon his particular T JOt with the least possible delay and of summarily 
enforci~ the condition of Settlement ? 

A. Occasional assistance was afforded to the Settlers to find out 
the situation and boundary of their Lots by an experienced \Voodman 
employed for that purpose, tl1is was however seldom found to be ne
cessary- The conditions of Settlement were read to each Settler pre
'Vious to being located, when it was {ully explained io him that any 
deviation from the established regulations or misconduct on his part 
would be the means of rendering null,a.nd void his Location Ticket, 
and of expelling him from the Settlement. 
· Q. What is the common rate of Wages in those Settlements ? 

A. Payment for Labour in the Settlements is seldom made in Mo
ney.-Food, Cattle, Goods, or a return of Labour are the more 
general means of remuneration, but I am of opinion a person placed 
on Land will never succeed unless he devotes his undivided Labour 
~nd attention to his own Lot, the system of earning wherewithal 
to exist by working occasionally for others experience has proved 
.to be bad. 

Q. \Vhat is the number of Military Settlers and of Emigrants 
respectively provided for in these Settlements? 

A. Military Settlers, M en . • • • • • • • • 1307 
VVomen •••••• 509 
Children... • • • 1001 

To~a!, 2817 
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Emigrants, Men ••••••••• 2263 
VVomen ..•••• 1345 
Children. • • • • 4297 

Total Emigrants, 7906 
Total Soldiers, 2817 

Grand Total, 10723 
Q. VVbat was the Amount of Patent Fees paid to the Colonial Government ? 
A. Six Hundred and Thirty Pounds, Thirteen Shillings and Four Pence Sterling, Settlements in Upper-Canada. 
Eighty Pounds and Five pence Currency, Drummondville Settlement, Lower-Canada. 
Some additional information having been requested as concerns the seTenth Question, I consider the most satisfactory mode will be to lay before the Committee a brief c\ccount of the course established for the Location of Settlers at the Military Settlements, adding thereto such general remarks as may appear to bear on the point upon which information is required. 
Immediately after landing, the Emigrants were in the habit of applying at my Office in Quebec, where, provided they had sufficient means to defray the expense of their conveyance to the Military Settlements and to supply them with the requisites of existence for one year after their arrival there, they received from me a Location Ticket on producing which at the Office of the Settlement to which they had proceeded, the Diagrams of the Townships were shewn to them, from which they had an unrestricted choice of all the vacant Lots. In forming new Settlements however, where large Tracts are laid out and numerous Applicants :tppear at the same time, some other mode of distribution must be had recourse to, as were if 1eft to choice many might fix on the same Lot: these Diagrams were by express order considered as public Documents and open to th~ inspection of all those belonging to the Settlement, thus excludin6 the possibility of any favour or partiality being ever suspected in the distribution of the Lands, the Settlers having decided in what part of the Township he would prefer havin~ his Land, was furnished with the numbers of the vacant Lots in that neighbourhood, and was then directed to proceed there for the purpose of ascertaining both from his own ob· servations and the best enquiries he could make, whether he could :find a Lot there, the Land of which was good, and with the posses· sion of which he should be fully satisfied, it being cltarly explained that tho' in the first instance, the choice of the Lot was left to himtelf, yet that having once made his election, no exchange could be permitted. 
In the commencement of the Settlement, the exchange of Lott was sometimes admitted, but subsequent experience proved the necessity of this species of indulgence being entirely done away with. 
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Tt was a rule or the Military Settlements not to reserve Lots for per .. 

sons who had not arrived there, which rule walt persisted in, though 

the Settlers and others often asked this indulgence in behalf of 

friends whom they stated had made known their intentions of coming 

to the Settlement. 
A Settler once placed on his Land wag not authgrized on any ac .. 

count or pretence to absent himself therefrom without the sanction of 

the Settling Department. It having been previously explained to 

him that if he did so, his Lot would be appropriated to some one else. 

-It sometimes however happened that Individuals did act in oppo· 

sHion t() this rule, and on such occasions, if any improvement had 

been made on the Lotti, the same was valued by two uninterested 

Settlers, and the person succeeding to the Lot was bound to pay the 

.A mount to the former possessor, in the event of his returning to the 

Settlement ; care was however taken that previous to relocating a 

IAt, every possible enquiry should be made respecting the person 

·who had left it, and in no instance were Lots regranted unless they 

:bad been }eft for at least a year. 
I am however of opinion that the less indulgence which is shewn 

to Absentees the better, both as concerns the Individuals and the-5et .. 

tlement. The first object of every rule and regulation should be to 

- convince the Settler that his prospects of success depend upon his 

giving his sole and undivided attention to the Lot upon which he 

has been placed : in this respect the enforcing residence is of more 

importance than specifying any particular extent of clearance as en

titHng the Settler to hia deed, for I have always found the improve

ment of the Lot progressively going on, when occupied by its owner, 

nor can a Settler continue for any time to reside on and improve a 

spot of I~and which he knows must ultimately become his own 

without acquiring · an habitual and encreasing attachment for it

Settlers should on no account receive from the Settling Department 

any written authority for the Land they are to occupy, such Tickets 

sometimes leading to a belief on the part of a person located that 

he has a possession of his Lot which puts him beyond the control of 

the Rules and Regulations of the Settlement, and I have moreover 

known instances where the Tickets have been used for fraudulent 

purposes : in lieu therefore of what is commonly called a Location 

'I'icket I would recommend a Book being kept a3 a public document 

accessible to the Settlers, in which the names of the party Located, 

a description of himself and family the date of his Location, the 

period of his arrival in the Canadas and the Lot upon which he has 

been placE'd should be specified, such rules and regulations as it may 

be deemed necessary to establish for any new Settlement should in 

my opinion be printed and the Settler previous to being placed on 

. his Land should sign his name as having heard and understood them 

and in testimony of his willingness to abide by them, after which 

not the slightest deviation from them should in any case be admit-~ 

ted. 
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No Settler should -receive his Deed until he has opened the Road along the front of his Lot, and this should be made one of the Rules of the Settlement. 
No part of the Settling Department should ever receive Land i11 the Settlement over which their superintendence extends. The period generally fixed for residence previous to putting a Settler in possession of his Deed is tl1ree years, if during this time he has continued to fulfil the conditions of Settlement, the same should be given to him at once ; it is to the possession of it that he looks as a reward for all his exertions and privations, and the withholding it unnecessarily would be an act of cruelty and injustice. Should any of the foregoing regulations appear harsh, it should be remembered that their continuance is but for three years, at the end of which time a compliance with them puts the Settler in futl and uncontroled possession of his Lot, which they in all probabiiity will have been the means of rendering tenfold more valuable. EnwARD HALE, Esquire, gave answer to the following questions: Q, Have you had any, and what means of becoming acquainted with the formation of new Settlements in these Provinces by Emi&rants from Great Britain or others ! 

A. I have had some means of becoming acquaintr d with the formation of new Settlements iu this Province, iu consequence of having lately opened some new concessions in the rear of the Seigniory of Port-N euf which I have granted to Emigrants. 
Q. To what distance from the Saint Lawrence do the old Settle• ments within those Seigniories extend, have any new Settlements been effected in the said Seigniories latterly and by what class of persons, when were the same commenced, and what is the num .. ber of Grantees and of actual Settlers therein ? 
A. The Parish of Cap-Sante comprehends the Barony of PortNeuf, the Seigniory of D'Auteuil and part of Jacques-Cartier and Neuville~ the three latter have old (or French) Settlements to a dis· tance of about three Leagues from the River Saint Lawrence, but as ' yet, there are no European Settlers in those Seignories ; on the East side of the Barony of Port-Neuf the old Settlements extend two Leagues from the Saint l .. awrence, but on the West side little exceeding one League : It is in the rear of the last that I commenced my new Settlement of Emigrants from Great Britain in the Fall of 1821: the class of persons are principally Farmers from Ireland, the number of Grantees are twenty, of whom with the exception of two or three all are now actual Settlers on their respective Lots. -;...... Q. Were the persons who effected the said new Settlements with e»r without Capital ? 
A. Of all the Settlers, one only, to my knowledge, was possessed of any Capital. 
Q. In what way did the said Settlers surmount the difficulties in· cideot to new Settlements and the want of Capital, and what arc those difijculties iO far illS }'OLl have bad o<:ca.siou t~ observa- them : 
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had the said Settlers any means of obtaining employment as La
bourers or otherwise, and where and for what employments and at 
what rate of Wages and for what length of time? 

A. In the Summer Season some of the Settlers (leaving their Fa
milies on their Lands) have gone to Quebec, where as Labourers they 
have earned from Two Shillings and Six Pence to Three Shillings 
and Six Pence per day, which has enabled them to maintain their Fa
milies and ~ave sufficient for the purchase of Provisions for the Vvinter, 
others having their Sons or Daughters in Service in Quebec have re
ceived some assistance from them, which together with occasional 
work obtained in the immediate neighbourhood of the Settlement 
has enabled them to subsist and proceed in clearin~ their Lands 
without leaving the spot. Even without Capital I apprehend no impe
diment to a certain annual progress being made in clearing and cul. 
tivating the Lands. which will eventually enable the Settler to sub
~ist altogether on the produce of the Soil. A Road is now nearly 
completed to the very heart of the Settlement, the greatest difficul
ty therefore to be apprehended is from the Climate • 
. Q. Was any and what assistance afforded to the said Settlers in 

Provisions, or Seed, or Clothing, or Instruments of Agriculture? 
A. There has not to my knowledge been any assistance afforded 

to my Settlers either in Provisions, Seed, Clothing or Instruments of 
Agriculture. 

Q. What might have been the value of the adrances made to the 
Tarious Settlers either by yourself or by the Emigrant Society? 

A. I have occasionally made some small advances of Provisions 
to the Settlers, but they have hitherto always reimbursed me in La
bour or otherwise. I am not aware that any of them have received 
assistance from the Emigrant Society. 

Q. What are the Rents charged? 
A. The Annual Rent of the Lands is one Penny per superficial 

.Arpent, each Lot containing one Hundred Arpents; and I oblige the 
Settler to reimburse me the expense of Survey. 

Q. What quantity of Land has been cleared in the said new Set
tlement, and what has been the rate or price of clearing as well 
where the stumps of the Trees have been taken as where they have 
been left standing ? 

A. I cannot state very correctly the quantity of Land which has 
been cleared, but from the progress and preparations I observed mak
ing in the early part of the Winter, I may compute the quantity 
which may be cleared by the Month of June next at not less than 
Two Hundred Arpents: the price which had been paid for clearing 
(leaving the stumps) is Ten Dollars per Arpent; I do not know the 
.value of taking out the stumps, no job of that nature having beeu 
undertaken in th~ Settlement. 

Q. Are the Settlers generally ~atisfied with their situation ? 
A. The Settlers have generally expressed themselves to me a~ 

well satisfied with their aituation. 
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Q. Would there be any difficulty in obtaining more Settlers if you. had Land similarly situated to give them at the same rates ? 
A. There are from Two to Three Thousand Arpents of Land iti 

the Seigniory of Port-N euf yet unconceded for which I do not 
apprehend there can be any difficulty in obtaining Settlers. I have 
indeed refused several applications of late, being desirous of suspend
ing further Grants till I can become tuliy convinced of the success 
of those who have now commenced a trial of the Soil and Climate, 
and the result will be proved the ensuing Summer .. 

Q. Have you had occasion to explore any part of the unsettled 
Country in the neighbourhood of Quebec; what was the face of the 
Country, was it susceptible of Cultivation? 

A. I have had no means of becoming acquainted by observation 
with the quality of any of the Lands in the rear of the Seigniories on 
the North Shore of the Saint Lawrence, except the Barony of 
Port-N euf, those I have explored to the depth of the Barony, which is three Lt:>agues from the Saint Lawrence and extends at one point 
to the River '5aint Ann's ; the Lands to the extent of about three 
quarters of a League approaching the said River are remarkably 
fine, I beiieve superio'r to any of the old conceded Lands in the 
Barony. 

The Honbutable W. B. FELTON made answer to the following 
Questions: 

Q. Have you had any and what means of becoming acquainted 
with the formation of new Settlements in these Provinces by Emi-
grants from Great Britain or others? . . 

A. I have had :ill the means of becoming acquainted with the 
formation of new Settlements that can be acquired by a residence of 
seven years in a new Country. . 

Q. Have the Settlers whom you have had occasion to observe been 
Persons with .or without Capital? 

A. The Settlers that have engaged my attention have for the most part been Persons without Capital : some few of superiot means 
have fallen under my observation. 

Q. What are the difficulties to which new Settlers either without 
any Capital or ·with very small Funds are exposed, and in what way 
are those difficulties surmounted? 

A. The difficulties to which new Settlers with or without means 
are exposed, depend entirely on the local position of the Land they 
purpose improving. To have a distinct comprehension of the varying 
nature of these difficulties it is necessary to keep in view the differ
ent circumstances under which Settlements are undPrtaken. In 
cases where Establishments are commenced in the Wilderness in 
places remote from th~ sett1ed Country it may be assumed with safe
ty that no European Settler can entertain hopes of success unless 
supported by the funds of a large Capitalist or by the means of Government: in either case the adva.ntages resulting from the undertak
ing are rarely, if ever, sufficient to compensat£ for the outlay, and s 
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should be considered as only useful in so far as they may effect some 
other object: under these circumstances all difficulties are resolved 
into expense, and the measure of this expense will be the cost of 
Provision and Tools and the freight or transport from the nearest 
Settlement, influenced of course by the economy or negligPnce o( 
the conductor. In the niore usual and practicable mode of settling, 
and that by which the labouring Man can expect to succeed, it is 
customary to commence on Lands adjoining to others already es
tablished: when the Soil is good and the continuity of the Settlement 
is not interrupted by re~erved Lands, very few difficulties are found; 
but as these circumstances are rarely united, and as the obstructions 
opposed by the reserves and by Land of inferior ,quality exist more 
or less in every part of the country, they form difficulties that are 
always serious and frequently insuperable. As however all these obs .. 
tructions and difficulties are to be evercome by the application o( 
labour, it may be assumed that the expense of Labour by which any 
Settler can establish himself on any given Lot of Land, is to be es .. 
timated by the outlay (in money or labour) required to open his 
communication with the nearest neighbour, added to the usual ex
pense of settling under more favourable circumstances. The necessity 
of this communication with his neighbour will be apparent when it 
is considered that the new Settler without Funds can only gain 
his bread by working for his neighbour. This in truth is the only 
wayof surmounting difficulties in the new Settlements : every ne\'V 
Settler accustomed ' to labour can gain sufficient Provision to sup• 
port himself by working, at the utmost, for one half of his time 
for his neighbour; if encumbered with a Family, he is yet aided by 
the care or labour of his wife, and the saving of time compensates 
for the additional expense of Provision. 

It is always to he observed that some priority of establishment and 
residence is understood to exist between the Settlers, as it is evident 
that some must possess a surplus of food beyond their immediate 
wants, to enable them to hire and pay the needy new corner. 

Q. What in your estim<rtion is the minimum of capital t1pon which 
a Settlement may be attempted with a fair chance of success by a 
labouring man with a family ? 

A. The smallest capital required for a labouring man with a family 
must depend on the foregoing circumstances; when most favourably 
situated in the vicinity of a settlement, and having a. market for his 
labour, the practical necessity for capital disappears : the comfort of 
the Settler will be encreased, and his progress accelerated by the 
possession of capital, but numbers are daily establishing themselves 
without other property than steady habits of labour. To afford a 
prospect of certain success to the Settler under ordinary circumstan
ces (always meaning the European Settler) the possession of a sum 
sufficient to purchase six months provision, including a Cow, is fully 
adequate : the purchase of Seed Grain and Potatoes is included in the 
estimate which gives from eighteen to twenty-two pounds for Provi· 
si on and Cow, viz : 
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Estimate of .Food required for one man, one woman and one child 
for six months, 

18 Bushels \Vheat at 5s ••••••• £4 10 
270 Lbs. Pork at 6d.......... 6 15 
100 Bushels Potatoes at 1s. 3d.. 6 5 
A CO\'V.... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3 15 

--£21 5 
Q. What is the common rate of Wages in those Settlements ? 
A. The usual Wages given in the Townships to good men acquaint ... 

ed with country work and chopping, is from twelve to fourteen dol. 
Jars prr month with provision, washing and mending for the six 
SumrnPr months: such men are rarely engaged by the year, being 
principally young men occupied in establishing themselves, they em
ploy the Winter months in clearing their Farms, or rather in making 
Salts from the Ashes of the Timber felled at that season: many pass 
their Winters at School. To the Europeans who engage themselves 
by the year, from seven to ten dollars a month with proviswn, wash
in5, mending and lodging are usually given : after the first year many 
of these people gain as much as the native Labourers. 

Q What in your estimation would be the best means of settling 
and providing for the poorer class of Emigrants coming to this coun
try, and of remedying or diminishing the inconveniences and hard. 
ships tow hich they are exposed ? 

A. The best but most expensive system of settling and establish
ing the poorer cias~ of Emigrants in a body, or located together on en
tirely new Lands, is undoubtedly that of placing them under the 
control of a person of competent skill and judgement, and provid
ing for them at the public expense by the advance of Rations and 
Tools, in the understanding that the amount advanced remains a 
debt upon the property until liquidated. It is impossible to throw 
a numerous and need,y population of Emi~ra~t~ into an isolated 
Settlement by any other fnel:ms"; ..!fhe mostJudicwus measures that 
could be adopted for establishing the Waste l .. ands, not remote from 
Settlements, would be granting extensive tracts of Land to individuals 
possessing capital on condition o{ Residence and the bonajide ameli .. 
oration of a specified qnantity of Land by a determinate number of 
families thereon located. 

The Honourable ANTOINE Loux~ JucHEREAU DucHESNAY made 
answer as follows : 

Q. How long have you been Seignior of Beauport, what is the 
e~tent of that Seigniory and where is it situated? 

A. I have been Seignior of Beauport since the Fall of 1806. The 
Seigniory is of the extent of one league by four. 

Q. How far from the River Saint Lawrence do the old Settlements 
in that Seigniory extend ? 

A. The old Settlements extend from the River about a League and 
a half, beyond which lie Lands which have been conceded to the 
extent of ~bout half a League, but which are not under Cultivatiolh 



I, 

13.2 
Q. Have there been any new Settlements of late in that Seigniory 

~nd by what class of persons, is it long since they were commenced 
fl,nd how many Tenants and persons are settled there ? 

A. In the fall of 182.1 ~ commenced <;t Settle~ent immediately 
beyond the Lands above mentioned, below the Lake called the Lake 
of Beauport : the. said Lake is included in the first concession of 
the new Settlement ; there are four concessions taken beyo~J that. 
I cannot exactly state the number of Tenants composing that Set
tlement, I refe~ the Committee to Mr Shadgett my Agent. 

Q. H~d the persons "Yhc:> ~nade those n.ew Settlements some Capi~ 
tal or not { · 

A. Some of the Tenants had some little pecuniary me~ns. 
Q. How did the said Inhabitant~ surmount the difficulties inci

(\ent to new Settlements, and without any command of Capital, and 
what we~e those ditficulties so far as you hav~ had <;tn oppm;tunity 
o_f remar~ing them ? 

A • .8y refening the Committee tQ Mr. Shadgett my .A,gent on 
this question, more satisfactory information may be obtained. 

Q. Were the said Settlers able to procure work as Labourers or 
o_therwise, ":nd wh~re, and wh~t work~ a~d at h~w much per day, 
a:nd for w h~t sp~ce of time ? 

A. The Gentleman above mentioned can gi~e the best informa-. 
~ion~ I know, ho'fever, that some of the Tenauts have procured 
'York as Tradesmen or as Labourers in the City of Quebec, that od, 
thers have earned as. much as ten or twelve D<;>llars of the other 
Settlers fo.r eacl:lt Acre they h_ave c~e~red without extracting the large 
f!tumps. 

Q. Has any 3:nd what aid been granted to ~he said Settlers eit~ex: 
in Provisions <?r Seed Grain, Clothing or I~struments of Agricul-
~ure? - -

A. To my knowledge l)O aid ha~ he.en granted ~o those Settlers-by 
i;he Emigrant SQciety, they have had no other a~d than what I have 
~hosen to advance them this Winter, according to their wants, whicl:\. 
was in Provi:,ions. 
· Q. What may have been the value Qf the advances JVade tQ the 
several classes of Settlers by yourself or the Emigr~nt Society ? 

.A,. Refe.t; to the foregoing answer. 
Q. What is the amount of the Rents ? 
A E~ch lot ~(three ATJ!ent& by twen,ty i.n depth, pays about 

twenty-five shillings J;lent, three pence Cens and a Corvee, th~ 
Tenan.ts hold those Lands ~ithout aQy payment until November 1$24. 

Q. At how much do }'QU estim~,tte the quantity of Land cleared in 
the said n~w Settlement~, and what is the rate or price of clearing an 
Arpent, whether the stumps have been extracted or no.t? 

A. I request the Gentlemen of the Committee tQ. send for Mr. 
Shadgett, he ~ould give the best information o.,n this question, I am_ 
however well assured that more than one hundred Lots are taken 
~it~eir br g~ant or t~cke~ of gra~t : ~r. Sha.dgett c~uld aJso give 
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.with accuracy the number of resident Settlers as also the quantity of 
Land alrea9y cleared ? • 

Q. Are t~e Settlers in general satisfied with their "lituation ? 
A. All the Settlers appe~r to rile quite satisfied with their sit ua. 

tion, 'Yhat they have to regret is the very great difficulty of commu
nication, which forms a very serious impediment, especially to that 
large portion of them who have not the pecuniary means necessary to 
JT\eet the expense of procuring the attendance of the Grand- V oyer 
and of defraying his travelling charges, to lay out front Roads and the 
bye Roads nece~sary in that Settlement. Your Committee must well 
K,now that the Fees claimed by the Grand-Voyers and their tra
velling charges are very high, nevertheless in order to oblige all 
Tenants to labour on their Highways and bye Roads they are by 
Law obliged to require the ministry of the Grand-Foyer of the 
:pi5trict, whereby they necessarily incur expenses beyond the means 
o.f a great part of them, especially as they have been obligt>d, in order 
to have access to this Settlement, t() have a Road traced by tha~ 
Gentleman across the Seigniory Noire Drtme des Anges, now belong
ing to the ~ ing, aud heretofm:e to the Jesuits, which they have been 
obliged to pay for ai~d to have it made. 

Q. Would it be difficult to procure a \a~;ger number of Settlers if 
yol1 had Lauds similarly situ<_~,ted, to give and grant them under the 
same rates and conditious ? 

·· A. I should find it easy to. encrease that Settlement for I have 
refused many applica~ions bec~use the persons who came forward, 
were not known and did not appear to have the necessary means 
o.f fulfilling the obligations imposed by the Ticket of Grant, such 

' as that of actual residence, my intention being to have actual Ten. 
an,ts and not speculators of Land. All the Proprietors in that new 
S~ttlement are English, Scotch and Irish, there is but one Canadian 
1\-ferchant and 'Proprretor-H.-~c, among the others, some of 
them also are Proprietors and Merchants, others M~rchants only, 
Artificers and Labourers, several of the latter are employed in the 
King's 'Vorks. 

Mn.. SnAD~ ETT m'\de a,nswer to the following Questions : 
Q. How lorig have you been Agent to the Honourable A. L. J. 

Duchesnay, Seignior of Beau port? 
A. I have been Agent to the Honble. A. L. J. Duchesnay since 

t]:le Spring of 1821, the circumstance of my acting as suth origin. 
ated out of an application on my part to be permitted, in the first 
instance, to. form an English Village ne~r the Lake Beau port, uo\V 
Lake Duchesna.y, and afterwards to settle the unconceded parts of 
the Seigniory with British Emigrauts; and I derive much satisfacti· 
on in stating that my proposal was received by the Honble. 1\Ir. Du
chesnay in the most friendly manner,, an.d every advic~ and infor
mation promptly rendered. 

Q. Have any new Settlerpen~s been effecte~ in th.e said Seignio ... 
ry hi.tterly, and by what class of persons; when were the same com-
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Q. To what distance from the Saint Lawrence do the old Settle.;. 

ments within those Seigniories extend? 
A. Nearly three LPagues in Gaudarville, peginibg immediately 

at the Saint Lawrence. Fossambault is three Leagues distance from 
the River, its two first tanges settled by natives of the Country and 
a third is conceded also to natiTes but is unoccupied or unsettled. 

Q. Have any new Settlements been effected in the said Seignio
ries latterly, and by what ciass of persons: when were the same 
<:ommeuced, and what is the number of Grantees and of actual 
Settlers therein ? 

A. Yes in both, mostly all of Irish Emigrants, begun in Octo
ber 1820, the number of Grants amount to two hundred and thir
ty-two, there are 3:bout two hundred and twenty-five actual resid .. 
ing Proprietors of Lots, about eighty children or more, and about 
seventy or eighty Labourers employed. 

Q. V\7 ere the persons who effected the said ne'v Settlements with 
or without Capital ? 

A. Very few indeed had any Capital, the inost of them hardly 
any thing. 

Q. In what way did the said Settlers surmount the difficulties in;. 
cident to new Settlements and the want of Capital, and what are 
those diiliculties so far as you have had occasion to ob~erve them ? 

A. By great privation, living with extreme economy, from time to 
time labouring for money to provide Provisions, working industri
ously while provided, and ' when unprovided repeating the same 
means. As to the difficulties incident to new Settlements under sim .. 

·it'lr disadvantages of having no Capital, they are innumerable, but 
would all be got over with the assistance of Laws, &c. by the Le
gislature. The first and the greatest difficulty is the means of corn;.. 
munication between ranges and ranges, Seigniories and Seigrtiories, 
Townships and-Seigniorie~ &c. Second, the immediate expenses 
attending on asking for Roads, such as Fees to the Grand V(Jyer 
or his Deputy, Sous- Voyers, Inspectors, Clerks of the Peace, Courts 
of Homologation, &c •. Roads are generally wanted by the people in 
the out or back ranges, who are always the poorer class, in which case 
poverty effectually either puts a stop to a new Settlemeht or keeps 
i~ in a state of mis_e ry a very long time. This is felt to a discouraging 
degree in a new Settlement were several Settlers together come on 
Land to reside immE>diately much more than when one or two per
~ons take Lots several years previous to their residing thereon, as 
usual hitherto in this Country; for when two, three or four ranges 
and more are conceded in one or two years time (which is my case) 
they labour under great hardships, for they are at an immense dis· 
tance from Roads for a long time, what little money they have 
is employed in grtting the urgent wants or necessaries of Life, by 
which most of their time is taken up in carrying the same on thei1· 
back'> through Forests, so discouraging particularly to strangers of 
tJur Climate. Other difficulties are the want of places of '\'Vorship 
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and Schools, and the want of public institutions in the Cctuntry for 
bringin~ up children, who are expensive to the industrious pdrents, to 
trades or proff'ssions. 

(~. Had the said ~ettlers any means of obtaining employment as 
Labourers or otherwise, and where and for wh<tt employment, and 
at what rat · of wages. and for what length of time ? 

A. During the Summer season numbers of Settlers have obtained 
employment as TradPsmen or Labourers in the King's \\orks in 
Quebec, otbers could not, from tiie number of people wanted being 
filled up ; the rates of wages to Tradesmen were I believe from 
four to five shillings per diem, and to Labourers, from two to two 
and six pence. 

Q. Was any and what assi&tance afforded to the said Settlers in 
Provisions, or Seed, or Clothin~, or Instruments of Agriculture? 

A. The Quebec Society of Emigrants ha.s, through me, given to 
the Emigrant Settlers ot my Seigniories of Fossambault and Gaudar. 
Title, Five Pounds Currency for provisions to those in urgent neces. 
sity, anci lent others Ten Pounds Currency, for the purchase of Seed. 
Provisions were besides given to four or five Families, some of the 
women were also assisted by the Quebec Benevolent Society: some 
clothing were charitably given by Mr. Le Fran<;ois, Curate of Saint 
Aup-ustin, to some of the men, women and children of the Settle• 
ment ; as to Instruments of Agriculture, none. 

Q. What might have been the value of the advances made to the 
Yarious Settlers, either by yourself or by the Emigrant Society ? 

A. The assistance I have been happy to give them has been in tt,d. 
Yancing them Provisions, Seed, opening Roads for them, procuring 
them work and employing them. Here I must observe that 1 wenty .. 
five P.ounds currency have been laid out by the Commissioners for the 
Internal Communications to assist in cutting a. road to the Settlement. 

Q. What are tlle ~..ch_a~d? 
A. The Rents are thirty shillings currency per Lot of ninety .Ar. 

pents, having deuucted the usual charges of the difference of money, 
(Argent tournois,) Wheat, Chapons, Corvees, &c. and further giving 
nearly four years without any Rent at all. 

Q. What quantity of Land has been cleared in the said new Set. 
tlements, and what has been the rate or prire of clearing as well 
where the stumps of the trees have been taken, as where they have 
been left standinf,?; ? 

A. I am nearly certain that six hundred and seventy Arpents of 
Land have been cleared in Saint Patrick Settlement and upwards, 
the stumps have not been rooted out as yet, and for such clearing 
Two Ponnds ten Shillings are generally paid. 

Q. Are the Settlers generally satisfied with their situation ? 
A. I have often asked the question, and have alw:~ys had the ex• 

treme pleasure to hear they were highly pleased, both with their 
Lands and its Tenure, from the circumstance of the grt'at advantage 
ef RO Capital being requiiite to obtain Lauda for themselve& and 

T 
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ellildren, and hav~ng no Rents for three or four years to pay, &c. &c. Q. Would there be any difficulty in obtaining more Settlers if you had Land similarly situated to give them at the same rates ? 

A. No difficulty whatever. As I observed before, the only difficulty now is that the Lanus to be conceded are at a greater distance, which still would be no impediment if Roads were made, &c. 
Lieutenant SKEENE, of the Royal Engineers, appeared before your Committee.-
Q. Have you had occasion to explore any part of the unsettled Country in the neighbourhood of Quebec, and for what purpose? 
A. Twelve months ago I went from the Settlement of Petit Bois de l'Ail, in Mr. Allsopp's Seigniory, Hampshire County, through about twenty-eight miles of unsettled country, in a direction nearly North, for the purpose of examining a Bridge, which was described as being built of Masonry, across the dl:charge of a small Lake; also last Autumn I went up a stream called Riviere Blanche, through about eighteen miles of unsettled country, in a Northerly direction from Mr. Burnett's Mill, in the Seigniory of Grondines. 
Q. What was the face of the Country, was it susceptible of cultivation, and did you in fact find the said Bridge ? 
A. In both instances I found the face of the Country hilly, with occasional le-,el places of no great extent, through which the natural dr~Ains of various small Lakes wind their way towards the Sainte Anne River. To judge of the Land from the Timber every whe.re covering it, it seemed, with very little exception, capable of cultivation. The said Bridge is a rock of Gneiss, which once probably formed an obstruction to the course of a stream twelve feet wide, and having been undermined now exhibits the appearance of an arch of twenty-six feet span, seven feet above the water, _eight feet thick at t.he top, inc1nding !l covering of soil, and nearly eight feet wide. 
Q. Have you had any means of becoming acquainted with the situation and the wants of the poorer classes of labouring Emigrants who have come to this Country these latter years? 
A. I was the Senior Officer of the Royal Engineer Department in the District of Quebec for two years, ending November one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, and a Member of the Society for the relief of distressed Emigrants. 
Q. To what extent and in what numbers have they derived the means of subsistence by labouring at the King's works, and have these afforded them temporary or permanent means of living, and what have become of them, as far as you have had any means of knowing, after they have left the said works? . 
A. Between November 1821 and November 1822 about seven hundred persons applied to me for employment on the King's works, of that number about three hundred had arrived at Quebec, chiefly from Ireland, in th3 Summer of 1822. 
Findini that a little employment was a ireat object with them oa 
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their first landing., it was arranged to gi-ve one month's employment 
to the same individual, which was done from the twenty-fourth July: 
ibis measure could not be extended to the Artificers. As the appli .. 
cants were mostly mere labourers, this changing about one hundred 
of them once a month answered the purpose intended; the rate of 
wages for mere labour was 2s. 3d. Halifax currency, per day, during 
the last Summer. I have reason to say that few of the people who 
arrived here from Europe last Summer were even landed at (J_uebec, 
for instance the Brig Brilliant, of London, Capt. Scott, arrived at 
Quebec the seventh June last, with above two hundred Emigrants, 
from about five of whom only landed, and the rest were 
transshipped on board a Steam Boat to go to U pper-Canada. 

Many of those who obtained a few weeks employment on the 
King's works were enabled to move up the country, and those who 
from upthriftiness or misfortune have not done so, are no better off, 
after being employed even for a tw£lvemonth, than they were when 
they landed. The establishment of a Savings Bank has contributed 
to induce and enable poor Emigrants to accumulate enough in some 
instances to leave Quebec, and settle upon Lands in the neighbour• 
l10od. 

Q. What in your estimation would be the best means of providing 
for the Emigrants coming to this Country, and of remedying or di
minishing the inconveniences and hardships to which they are now 
exposed? 

A. The readiest mode which suggests itself to me of assisting the 
poorer Emigrants, and of diminishing the hardships to which they 
are now exposed, is contained in the following remarks: 

Information and immediate employment seem to be the first things 
requisite on the poor Emigrants landing. An Office might be opened 
in a convenient part of the City, whArP. on landing the Emigrant 
might get i~ to the demand fot' Labour, &c. in variou~ 
parts of the Country, ancr-as--to~ the ea<;iest method of obtaining a 
Concession of Land, tow hi eh object his attention requires to be ef
fectually and constantly pointed. 

It is well known how much the poorer Emigrants have been assis
ted during the last three years by a Society composed of Gentlemen 
who volontarily and gratuitously undertook to raise and distribute a. 
charitable fund for their relief. 

It seems to me that the business of assisting the sort of Emigrants 
in question would be best conducted by such a Soc\ety: that if its 
Funds enabled it to establish the Office above alluded to, there 
would be little opportunity for introducing imposition into the nature 
of the information to be conveyed or for making the thing a Job for 
the interest of Individuals; that if its Funds enabled it to pay good 
wages for work done either on public Roads, or on the neighbouring 
Government Lands, enough would be done in the way of assisting 
that particular description of Emigrants we speak of. It is not for 
me to consider, but simply to hint, how far its funds might be aided 
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and how far it could be trusted with the application of a Grant ia 
aid of them from_the Legislature, and for the ,express purpose above 

. mentioned under such re~ul::ttions as might seem necessary. 
Captain 'FENWICK, Assistant Harbour Master, appeared befors 

your Committee and stated that the number of Emigrants arrived 
from Great Britain and Ireland, were · 

In 1821 •••• 8056 
1822 •••• 10470 

18526 Emigrants. 
He cannot say whether these persons Wfre wealthy or otherwise .. 

They proceeded mostly in the Steam Boats to the Upper Country • . 

No. I. 
Extract of a Dlspatch from the Right Honourable tlte Earl Bathur~~ 

to Hls Excellency Lleutenant-Generat Sir George Prevost, Ba· 
ronet, ~c. ~c. ~c. dated Dow1zing-str·eet, 12th Jul!J 1814. 

" When I stated in my Dispatch No. 58, the objection which I 
" felt in making Grants of Land to the Glengary Fencibles and 
" the Canadian Voltigeurs, out of the Crown Reserves, I was in. 
'' duced to do so from an apprehension th3t if a prec~dent were 
" once formed, on light grounds, for the abandonment of those Re
" serves on the part of the Crown, it would be difficult to rPsist 
" other applic,ations for similar indulgence when the ReservPs.might 
" be more valuable than they ~pear to be in the Township ofSher- ' " rington. The reasons however, which you have stated in your 
" Dispatch No. 152, for wishin~ to establish on that part of the 
" Canadian frontier the men who compose the Corps in question, 
" appear to me so forcible, that I no longer fP-el any difficulty in 
" acceding to your request on this subject; trusting, however, that 
" you will not consider this deviation from the general practiee of 
'' maintaining the Reserves inviolate, as encouraging any similar de
" viatioos in other cases. With reference to the supj'Pct of grauting 
'' Lands, I have to communicate to you the intention of His Ma. 
" jf'sty's Government to grant, at the close of the War, to the Of. 
" ficers and Men of Meuron's and Watteville's RPgi~euts, pro
" portionate quantities of Lands on those parts of the Frontiers of 
" Lower-Caoada which may be most exposed to a~tack." 

Certified. 

A. W. COCHRAl'f, 
Secretary. , 
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Extt•ttclof tt Dispatch from the Right Honourable the Earl Bathurst 
to ll~.s Rxcellency Lieutenant-General ~ir George Prevost, da· 
ted Downing-street, 8th September 1814. 

" In my Dispatch No. 72, of the 12th July, I stated to you the 

" intention of Government to grant to the Officers and Men of Meu .. 

" ron's and Watteville's Regiments, Grants of Land in Canada, at 

"the dose of the War. The pro,.pect ofa similaradvanta~e, itis 

" conceived, may produce a good effect among;st the rt>gular Troopi 

" under your command, and you are therefore authorizpd to signifr 

" to them that a certain proportion of each R PI;(im Pnt, in which 

" number those who have families shall be first rec·koned, shall, if 
" desirous of settling in Canada after the termination of hostilities, 

" obtain Grants in eligible situations, and their ta.milies, if iu this 

" Country, shall be sent to join them." 

Certified. 

G.O. 

A. W. COCHRAN, 
Secretary. 

No. 3. 

.Adjutant General's Office, 
Montreal, 6th December 1814. 

"The Commander of the Forces has received Instructions from the 

"Rig;ht Honourable the Earl of Bathurst, one of His M:>jesty's prin

" dpal Secretdries of State, to announce to the Troops serving under 

"his Co~~cious intentions of His Royal lighness the 
"Prince Re~ent,after t~rr of ho'Stilities in consequence of a 

"definitive Treaty of Peace, to grant to a certain portion of each 

"Regiment, in which number those who have families are to be first 

"reckoned, and who are desirous of settling in the Canadas, Grants 

" of Land not exceeding one hundred acres to each person, in eligible 

"situations, and that those whose families are in Europe will be sent 

" to join them in this Country at the expense of the public. 

'' His Royal Highness has been further graciously pleased to signi .. 

" fy his munificent intention to continue, for a period, the issue of 

" Rations, and moreover to supply Implements of Husbandry, either 

" gratis or at a reduced price, as the circumstances and necessities of 

" the Settlers may require." 

(Signed) 

Certified. 

EDW ARD BA YNES, 
Adjt. Genl. N. A. 

A. W. COCHRAN, 
Secretary. 



No. 4. 
Extract of a Dispatch from the Right 1/onourable the Earl Bathurst ta Lieutenant-General Sir Gordon Drummond, K. C. B. dated Dow-ning-street, 31st .W:ay 1815. 

'' With<Tespect to the encouragement you propose giving to dis. " charged Soldiers, who prefer a Settlement in the Province, your " views are perfectly in unison with those of His Majesty's Govern" ment, and I have much pleasure in conveying to you authority " to give them such Grants of Land as have been usually made to ',; persons in a similar situation, and to give them such other advan" tages as it was, previous- to the change of affairs in Europe, pro" posed to give to Settlers proceeding to Canada, from the United " Kingdom." 
Certified. 

A. W. COCHRAN. 
Secretary. 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 
Monday, 17th J.Yarch 1823. 1\'Ir. Stuart, from the Spedal Committee to whom was referred that part of His Excellency the Governor in Chief's Speech~ at the opening of the Session of the Legislature of one thousand eight hun• pred and twenty, relating to the Waste Lands of the Crown, report· ed that he was directed by the Committee to submit to the consi. deration of the House certain Questions proposed by the said Corn·· mittee to the H~nourable Mr. Ryland, and to which he had refused to give any Answer; and he read the said Questions in his place, and afterwards deli-ve1ed the same In at the Clerk's 'l'ablc, where they were again read, as followeth :-

Q. Are you now, and have you been for any and what length of time a Commissioner and Treasurer of the Board for managing the }:states heretofore belonging to the late Order of the Jesuits, and during any and what period of time also Chairman of that Board? A. I have been a Commissioner since the year 1807 or 1808. I have been Chairman of that Board about seven or eight years by seniority. 
Q. Is there any and what quantity of ungranted Land fit for cultintion within the Seigniories belonging to the said Estates, and are there any and what Fees required and received, and by whom, upon Grants of Land within the same ? A. I believe there are very considerable quantities of ungranted Lands within those Seigniories-No fees are taken that I am ac• q\1ainted with-The conditions are the same with those of other SeiJniories. 
Q. Was there at any time, and when, made by the said Board, 



rrt 
ed 

i!o 
ur 
D• 

lty 
to 
U· 

0· 

d 

143 
an Order that no Petitions for Grants of Land within the said Sei.. gniories would be received, or any other Order of a like purport ? A. As those Seigniories are in possession of the Crown and under the immediate direction of His Maj esty, I do not feel myself authorized to enter into any particulars respecting them without the express permission of His Majesty's Representative. 
Q. Are not the said Seigniories held by His Majesty in trust, to apply the Rents, Issues and Profits thereof to the purposes of Education? A. I must return the same answer to this Question. 

Q . .IJave the same been so applied or have they been applied to any other and what purposes, and to what amount l 
A. I return the same Answer. 
Q. Have not portions of the said Estates been latterly alienated and disposed of, and to what purposes were the prices for what the same were sold applied ? 
A. Same Answer. 
Q. What is the average amount of the Revenues of the said Estates? A. Same Answer. 
Q. Have the Commissioners for managing the said Estates taken charge of the College situate in this City, and do they receive any and what Rent for the same as Barracks, or use to which it is now applied ? 
A. Same Answer. 
Q. Have the said Commissioners ever applied for .or received from His Majesty's Government in Engtand, any Order or Instructions to apply the said Rents, Issues and Profits to any other purrose than the purpose of Education .? 
A. Same Answer. 
Q. Is there not, in the Office of His Majesty's Council, an Order directingthat the same shall be applied to the purposes of Education, and what is fir~ said Order, and why has toe same beeu. disobeyed ? ~ ~ 
A. Same Answer. 
On motion of Mr. Stuart, seconded by Mr. Dessaulles, 

ORDERED, That the subject matter contained in the information no' 
given to this House be referred to the Committee of Privileges. 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 
Thursday, 6th JJfarch 1823. 

RESOLVED, That the Settlement of the waste and uncultivated Lands, the promotion of Education, the due administration 
of Justice and a prudent and constitutional management of 
.the Revenue and Financial Resources of this Province,thereby encouraging industry, diffusing knowledge and wealth, and 
securing the just Rights of all classes of His Majesty's Subjects in this Province, are the surest means of augmenting the 
numbers and encreasing the happiness and well being of His 
¥ajesty's said Subjects. 
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RESOLVED, That Grants have been heretofore, from ~ime to t~"?e, made by tlw Provincial Admhistralion of excesstve quanttttes, of the \Vaste Lands of the Crown to particular individuals wi)o h:tvP nPvcr cultivated or settled them, and have prevent• ed others, more industrious, from improving s well the said Lands a., othPr Lauds adjoining such exces ~ ive Grants, or accessible only through the same, and that thereiu the wise and ~r~cious Instructions of His Majesty on that behalf have bePn disobeyed, and the Settlement of the said Waste Lands bath bPen retarded. 

RJ!SOLVEn, That the Provincial Admini~tration bath not P-nforced the condition of actual Settlement contained in all Grants made of thP. ~aid Waste Lands by His Majesty, and, upon brea(·h of the said condition, no legal measures have been taken for the escheating of the said Lands, wht>rehy th3 gracious intentions of His Majesty, in this behalf, have been . frustrated, the Grantees of the Crown openly encouraged in their neglect to fulfil the said condition, and the Settlement of the said Waste Lands retarded. 
RESOLVED, That large sums of money haYe been, with the sanction of the Provincial Administration,Pxacted and received as Fees from Applicants for the said Waste Lands, before that their Petitions for Grants of the same would be received or taken in\.o_ consideration ; and other sums of money with the like sanction also exacted and paid, also as Fees, ·before that a I.. .. ocation Certificate could be had or obtained, without that the said pretended Fees had been established by His Majesty llnder his Si~net and Sign Manual or by his Order on that behalf, signified by one of His principal Secretaries of State, wherehJ tho e; ... ciou~ -In~tructions of Hi~ Majesty in that behalf, bearing date at ~in"; Jctmes, the fifteenth day tJ( August one thousand seven hundred and ninety seven, have been disobeyed, His Majesty's Subjects in many instances deterred from applying to His Majesty for Grants of Lands, and the Settlement of the said Waste Lands retarded. REsOLVED, That His Excellency the Governor in Chief has given his serious atteoti.on to this important subject by referring the same to the consideration of the Legislature in his Speech of the sixteenth December one thousand eight hundred and twenty, delivered from the Throne to both Houses, and that this House are assured that His Excellency is disposed to fulfil His Majesty's gracious -views in that behalf. 

Wednesday, 19th March 1823. RESOLVED. That this House will, at an early period in the ensuing Session, continue the enquiry into the state of the Province and will also take into their most serious consideration th~ commonly called the ~~ Canada Tnule Act." · 
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